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Find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are 
education stories, a variety of 
features, and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board.  

PET OF THE WEEK
Romeo is a four year old neutered male with lots of kisses 
to share. He is as sweet as can be and absolutely loves 
people. He was rescued and brought to VHS after his 
owners passed away. Now he is ready and anxious for his 
new home. To learn more, call 925-426-8656 or visit the 
website www.valleyhumane.org. Valley Humane Society 
is located at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton. Hours are 
Tues.-Sat. from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Photo courtesy of Trina 
Cort
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The Valley Spokesmen sponsored its traditional ride to the summit of Mt. Diablo on January 1. The ride covers  25 miles.
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Amador Valley High School sophomore Raven Delk was crowned 
National American Miss in November at a pageant in Anaheim. 

By Ron McNicoll
Raven Delk’s values were as 

much responsible for her winning 
a national beauty queen title as 
was her physical beauty.

The Amador Valley High 
School sophomore was crowned 
National American Miss in No-
vember at a pageant in Ana-
heim. 

Inner and Outer Beauty Won 
Pageant For Pleasanton Teen

The contest was not all about 
the formal wear, smiles and hair 
styles, although they had their 
place. Raven enjoyed that aspect. 
However, Raven also shone well 
in the qualifying category of 
community service.

Raven has been volunteering 
for community service since she 

(See PAGEANT, page 12)

The second half of 2011 in-
cluded adoption of the BART on 
580 initiative and the election of 
two new city councilmembers 
and a mayor in Livermore. In 
Pleasanton, work progressed on 
creating a housing element that 
would meet the requirements of a 
lawsuit settlement. Redistricting 
plans were finalized.

JULY 2011
Two technology-based proj-

ects intended to bring greater 
business opportunities to the 
Tri-Valley were dedicated in 
Livermore. One project featured 
the grand opening of the National 
Energy Systems Technology 
incubator for i-GATE, the state-
supported innovation hub located 
north of the Sandia-Lawrence 
Lab complex. The other project 
focused on the dedication of an 
interim High Performance Com-
puting Facility in the Livermore 
Valley Open Campus. The facil-
ity is intended to boost the com-
petitiveness of U.S. industry by 
providing access to some of the 
powerful computers and comput-
ing skills at the Lab. The center is 
also of interest to universities. 

The Livermore City Council 
adopted the Keep BART on 580 
initiative, with Doug Horner and 
Jeff Williams opposed. The two 
favored retaining the Downtown-

Vasco alignment. The council 
considered three options. One 
was to place the initiative on the 
Nov. 8 ballot; second adopt it; 
or third, place the initiative on 
the ballot along with a compan-
ion measure that would address 
concerns raised by supporters of 
the initiative. The initiative stated 
that the city must support policies 
to promote a BART extension 
along I-580 with stations at Isabel 
and Greenville. BART Board of 
Directors supported an extension 
to Livermore with stations in the 
downtown and at Vasco Road. 
That decision led to the initia-
tive. A 9212 report, requested 
by the council, provided the 
basis for adoption of the initia-
tive The main issue was housing 
required by MTC to gain funding. 
Concerns of those opposed to the 
freeway route were that the urban 
growth boundary (UGB) would 
have to be moved to accommo-
date the housing. However, the 
9212 report noted that by moving 
the station at Greenville to the 
south, the housing requirements 
could be met within the UGB. It 
would also avoid critical habitat 
land to the north of the freeway. 

The Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors approved plans 
for redistricting by a unanimous 
vote. Pleasanton was moved into 

County Supervisorial District 4, 
represented by Nate Miley, and 
west Dublin into District 1, repre-
sented by Scott Haggerty, where 
it joins the remainder of Dublin. 
Livermore remained entirely in 
District 1. Sunol’s eastern por-
tion, with about 30 percent of 
the total population, remains in 
District 1. The remainder is in 
District 2, where Nadia Lockyer 
is supervisor. While Pleasanton’s 
preference was to be part of Dis-
trict 1, city officials had asked 
that it not be split among several 
districts. 

The National Civic League 
named the City of Dublin an 
“All-American City.” The All-
American City Awards is the na-
tion’s oldest and most prestigious 
civic recognition award. Dublin 
was the only California city to 
be receive the award this year. 
The application documented 
three community projects that ad-
dressed the City’s most pressing 
challenges – the integration of 
diversity and creating community 
unification following a period 
of significant growth. The three 
projects that the City submit-
ted for consideration were the 
community’s efforts to build the 
School of Imagination, a school 
for children with autism and de-

(See YEAR END, page 2)

Livermore Election; Pleasanton Work on 
Housing Element Highlight Last Six Months

Burglary Cases 
Cleared by Arrest 
Of Suspects 

Between January 2011 and 
December 2011, the Pleasanton 
Police Department has been 
investigating multiple automo-
bile burglaries in and around 
shopping centers throughout the 
City of Pleasanton.  During the 
investigation, a consistent pattern 
was determined based on the type 
of vehicles entered, the method 
or mode of entry and the type 
of property taken.  Plain clothes 
officers were ultimately deployed 
in an effort to apprehend the 
suspects involved in these cases 
while detectives followed up on 
various leads.

Two suspects, Oakland resi-
dent Rafael Gamaz, 22, and 
Hayward resident Jose Ramos, 
22, were arrested on Dec. 19 after 
witnesses observed them burglar-
izing a vehicle in the Stoneridge 
Mall parking lot.  Multiple of-
ficers responded to the scene 
to search for the suspects and 
located them within minutes of 
the initial call.  They were driving 
a teal 1987 Buick LeSabre.  As 
officers attempted to detain the 
suspects, they failed to stop and 
lead officers on a vehicle pursuit 
which ended when the suspects 
were involved in a solo vehicle 
collision on westbound I-580.  
Both Gamaz and Ramos were 
arrested after stolen property 
from the vehicle burglary at the 
mall was recovered from inside 
the vehicle.

At this time, Gamaz, the 
driver of the Buick, has been 
charged by the Alameda County 
DA’s office with evading a peace 
officer causing injury, burglary 
and possession of stolen property. 
Ramos has been charged with 
burglary and possession of stolen 
property.

Detectives have determined 
Gamaz and Ramos were also 
in possession of stolen property 
from a second automobile bur-
glary in the vicinity of the mall 
and are seeking charges on this 
case

Further investigation, which 
included the execution of a 
search warrant and additional 
interviews, has cleared approxi-
mately 33 of the automobile 
burglaries reported in Pleasanton 
since January 2011.

If there are any additional 
questions or comments, please  
contact the Pleasanton Police 
Department at (925) 931-5100

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District is hosting 
a community meeting to discuss 
possibilities for holding a com-
munity Fourth of July Celebra-
tion in 2012. The meeting will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 18, at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East 
Ave.

The 2011 Fourth of July fire-
works were canceled due to 
budget shortfalls for both the 
City of Livermore and LARPD. 
While the budget picture has not 
improved significantly for either 
agency, this meeting will be held 
to see if interested citizens from 
the community can put the mon-
ey, resources and organization 
together to bring the fireworks 
back in 2012 and in a sustainable 
way for each year thereafter.

Citizens interested in working 
on an event for 2012 and beyond 
are invited to attend. For more 
information, please call LARPD 
at 925-373-5700.

Meeting Will 
Focus on 4th 
Of July Event

Various interests continued 
to make cases for their projects 
to receive more funding in the 
Transportation Expenditure Plan 
(TEP). 

The TEP identifies how mon-
ies collected through Measure B3 
would be spent over the next 30 
years, if voters approve it.

The Alameda County Trans-

portation Commission (ACTC) is 
in the processing of preparing the 
final draft TEP. The ACTC board 
held a workshop on December 
16 to develop a final draft for (See BART, page 4)

Funding for BART to Livermore to Stay in Spending Plan

It’s too early to determine the 
impact of the California State Su-
preme Court decision that elimi-
nates redevelopment agencies in 
cities such as  Livermore. 

Projects that are locked in 
enforceable agreements can be 
funded. The new state legislation 
provides for the establishment of 
an oversight committee to deter-
mine whether a project such as 
the regional theater qualifies for 
this protection.

That was the view offered by 
Livermore Mayor John March-
and, Livermore City Manager 
Marc Roberts and Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center 
(LVPAC) executive director Len 
Alexander.

The court ruled unanimously 
in favor of a state law passed 
last summer that abolished rede-
velopment agencies and voted 6 
to 1 to strike down a companion 
measure that would have allowed 

the agencies to continue if they 
shared their revenues.

Redevelopment agencies 
statewide had sued the state to 
overturn both the law that ended  
redevelopment and a compromise 
measure that would have permit-
ted some agencies to continue as 
long as they shared their revenue. 
The court ruling means that Gov. 
Jerry Brown and state lawmakers 
have the authority to eliminate 
community redevelopment agen-

cies but not force them to redirect 
their taxes to local services.

Mayor John Marchand said 
everybody loses as a result of the 
court’s decision. “It takes the fuel 
out of the economic engine that 
was going to drive us out of the 
recession.” He pointed out that 
redevelopment generates jobs 
and finances economic develop-
ment and affordable housing. 
“We need to work with staff to 
determine what this decision 

means for the city in the long 
term. It could have a profound 
impact on projects funded by 
tax increments. An oversight 
committee will ultimately decide 
pre-existing obligations that will 
be allowed to be funded using tax 
increment monies.”

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts declared that the impact of 
the loss of the Redevelopment 
Agency (RDA) will be quite 

Future of Redevelopment Agency Projects 
To Be Determined by Oversight Committee

(See REDEVELOPMENT, page 5)

consideration at its January 26 
meeting.

The main issue that keeps 
arising is funding for a BART 
extension to Livermore. The 

draft includes $400 million. The 
projected cost of the extension 
along 580 to Isabel could add up 
to $1.2 billion.

New Thrift Store 
Project Is for 
Developmentally 
Disabled

Nifty Gifts & More has opened 
in Livermore. It’s a thrift store 
with a two-fold purpose.

The shop, located in a former 
day-care center at 2133A Las 
Positas Court, an extension of 
North Las Positas Road west 
of North Livermore Avenue,  
offers a variety of second-hand 
merchandize, including furniture 
and household items. 

The store, which opened last 
month in time for holiday shop-
ping, also provides jobs for some 
of the developmentally disabled 
people served by the non-profit 
organization.

The sponsoring non-profit 
agency is Futures Explored, 
which operates programs for 
developmentally disabled people 
in four Contra Costa cities, and 
Sacramento and Livermore.

The organization began work-
ing in Livermore six years ago. 
Eighteen months ago, it added a 
program called the Go Group, 
which has drawn 33 members.

The Go Group are people who 
live independently, whether they 
own or rent their own quarters or 
live with parents. They are able to 
contribute to the community by 
volunteering to work with such 

(See PROJECT, page 5)
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T h e  7 t h  a n n u a l  N e w 
Year’s Eve Labyrinth Walk 
took place on Saturday, 
December 31 at the First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Livermore.  The labyrinths 
were open between 8:00 pm 
and midnight.  

velopmental delays; the City’s af-
fordable housing programs; and 
the sustainability programs and 
activities that preserve history, 
engage the community, and cre-
ate a greener future for Dublin.

The Alameda County Fair set 
a new attendance record with 
452,746 fairgoers. The number 
represented an approximate 8% 
increase over 2010, and, is the 
largest recorded attendance in the 
last 20 years. The previous record 
was set in 2009 with 434,919 in 
attendance. The Alameda County 
Fair is ranked as the 41st largest 
fair in the nation and the largest 
event in the East Bay Area.

The City of Dublin celebrated 
the grand opening of its Dublin 
Heritage Park and Museums at 
6600 Donlon Way. The focal 
point of the new park is the Kolb 
House which was built in 1910. 
The Kolb House, along with the 
Sunday School Barn, the Kolb 
Hay Barn and the Pump House 
were all a part of the Kolb Farm 
originally located in Dublin. 
With the construction of the 580 
freeway, the property became 
separated from Dublin and was 
ultimately annexed by the City 
of Pleasanton. In 2006, the Kolb 
family donated the buildings to 
Dublin and they were moved to 
the park.

The Bankhead Theater’s 2011-
12 Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center (LVPAC) Presents 
season was off to a great start 
according to LVPAC’s Executive 
Director Len Alexander. Member 
pre-sale event, ticket sales rev-
enue was running 47% ahead of 
last season. 

Livermore opted to take part 
in a voluntary redevelopment 
program, rather than see its 
redevelopment agency disap-
pear completely. The voluntary 
program was pursued after the 
state approved two measures 
that impacted redevelopment 
agencies. One immediately sus-
pended all new redevelopment 
activities and incurrence of debt. 
It dissolved all redevelopment 
agencies as of Oct. 1. A succes-
sor agency would be created by 
the sponsoring community. The 
second measure allowed for cre-
ation of an Alternative Voluntary 
Redevelopment Program, which 
included voluntary payments to 
the state. A lawsuit challenged 
the validity of the legislation. 

The Pleasanton City Council 
approved a draft housing element 
plan. It was sent to the Califor-
nia Department of Housing and 
Community Development for 
review. Several councilmembers 
were critical of what they believe 
is a continuing loss of local 
control when it comes to land 
use. Members of the public were 
concerned that too much of the 
high density was designated for 
one area, the eastside. The draft 
plan included elements speci-
fied as part of the city’s lawsuit 
settlement with Urban Habitat, 
which requires the city to rezone 
land for high density affordable 
housing. Densities range from 
23 to 32 units per acre, with 331 
units at 23 per acre; 1661 units at 
30+ per acre. 

The goal for the Valley in Al-
ameda County’s new Climate Ac-
tion Plan (CAP) was to promote 
more community farm acreage 
by 2015 and 2020. The CAP was 
approved June 28 by supervi-
sors. Most of the County CAP 
was aimed at the urban portions 
of the unincorporated county 
areas. The major problems that 
challenge the control of the gases 
that propel climate change lie in 
urban areas, as a result virtually 
all of the plan is focused in urban 
areas within the Valley, where 
most of the county’s arable land 
is located, can make its contribu-
tion to greenhouse gas reductions 
by adding more agricultural park 
land.

AUGUST 2011
State redistricting maps 

placed Livermore, Pleasanton 
and Dublin in the same State 
Assembly, Senate and Congres-
sional districts. One consequence 
of the mapping change would be 
to send the only Valley-dwell-
ing congressman, 11th District 
Democrat Jerry McNerney, out of 
his Pleasanton residence to look 
for a home in the new 9th Dis-
trict. The new district contains 
two-thirds of the same territory 
as the current 11th District. The 
Valley was placed in the new 
15th District, represented by 
Democrat Pete Stark. The new 
district will include Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Dublin, San Lorenzo, 
Castro Valley, Hayward, Union 
City, San Leandro, and part of 
Sunol. 

 In the state districts, the 
Valley lost its three-way split 
among the 15th, 18th, and 20th 
Assembly districts. Livermore 
and east Pleasanton remained in 
the Contra Costa-centered 15th 
district, represented by Demo-
crat Joan Buchanan. The district 
number will change to the 16th. 
The remainder of Pleasanton and 
all of Dublin will leave the cur-
rent 18th District, represented by 
Mary Hayashi, and be transferred 
to the new 16th. Livermore was 
moved out of the 9th Senate 
District to join Pleasanton and 

Dublin in a new 7th District, 
which is mainly territory now 
represented by Democratic Sen. 
Mark DeSaulnier, whose District 
keeps the number 7. The shift 
meant that Pleasanton will leave 
the 10th District, represented by 
Senate Majority Leader Ellen 
Corbett.

ValleyCare Health System 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. 
ValleyCare operates campuses in 
Pleasanton and Livermore.

The Valley Humane Society 
launched a fund-raising effort 
with the goal of raising $125,000. 
In less than a week VHS received 
$175,000 in donations. One do-
nor sent a check for $125,000. 
Without the funds, VHS would 
have been forced to cut staff and 
programming, after which the 
final option would have been to 
close the shelter. Valley Humane 
Society is the only no-kill shelter 
in Pleasanton, serving the entire 
Tri-Valley. As an organization 
that receives no local, state, or 
federal funding, it has always 
relied on community donations 
to survive. 

The Pleasanton school dis-
trict’s finances received a bump 
upward of approximately $1.3 
million. The Community Out-
reach for Education (CORE ) 
campaign raised $357,000, which 
would be used to restore more 
hours for technology special-
ists and library assistants. The 
remaining $960,000 was derived 
from settlements in two lawsuits. 
The money was earmarked for 
the Sycamore Fund, a fund to 
pay for technology upgrades. The 
district sued contractors who had 
taken on the original construction 
of Hearst elementary school. 
The suit was over damage to 
rooms from mold caused by a 
leak problem. The second was 
$350,000 from a settlement in 
a suit to recover attorneys’ fees 
from the district’s former legal 
advisors. 

Livermore Mayor Marshall 
Kamena reached out to Dublin 
Mayor Tim Sbranti to discuss 
a possible agreement over the 

YEAR END
(continued from page one)

(continued on page 6)
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The Livermore Police Depart-
ment will be focusing education 
and enforcement efforts on teen 
drivers during the month of Janu-
ary as part of an on-going traffic 
safety program.

Teen drivers receive more 
citations and are hurt or killed 
in accidents in greater numbers 
than other drivers.  Mile for mile, 
teenagers are involved in three 
times as many fatal crashes as all 
other drivers.  

During the month of January, 
the Livermore Police Department 
will increase enforcement efforts 
on city streets surrounding high 
schools and areas with a history 
of teen driver related collisions.  
These efforts will include the en-

forcement of speed, unsafe turn-
ing / lane changes, provisional 
licensing laws, seat belt and cell 
phone laws.

Teen drivers found to be in vi-
olation of the provisional licens-
ing laws will be issued citations 
requiring them to appear in traffic 
court with a parent.  Provisional 
licensing restrictions include: 
Drivers under the age of 18 years 
cannot drive between 11:00 p.m. 
and 5:00 am and cannot transport 
passengers under the age of 20, 
unless accompanied by a parent 
or guardian, a licensed driver 25 
years or age or older, or a certified 
driving instructor.

During the month of January, 
teen drivers and the parents of 

teen drivers will be provided 
with a pamphlet on “Teen Driv-
ing Tips” when contacted by the 
Livermore Police.  The pam-
phlets outline laws related to teen 
driving, provisional licensing 
restrictions and DMV penalties 
associated with driving convic-
tions.

Officer Glen Robbins, a Colli-
sion Investigator with the Depart-
ment, hopes the dissemination 
of this information will help 
to save the lives of our youth.  
“Unfortunately, I’ve had to tell 
parents their children have been 
killed in a crash.  It’s definitely 
something no parent should ever 
have to hear.” 

Enforcement to Focus on Teen Drivers

First Baby at ValleyCare
Esau Cervantes was the first baby born in 

2012 at ValleyCare Medical Center, Pleasanton 
on Monday morning January 2, arriving at 1:58 
a.m.  

Esau weighed 8 pounds, 3 ounces at birth and 
measured 21 inches.  He is the son of Edith Lux 
and Alberto Savantes of Livermore, who both 
wanted to thank the staff at ValleyCare for the 
excellent care they received. 

 

Motorcycle Fatality
A Livermore Police Officer attempted to stop a 

motorcycle at about midnight on Dec. 28, travel-
ing on Second St. near Holmes St. after observ-
ing the motorcycle speeding.  The motorcycle 
immediately accelerated and turned south onto 
Holmes St. and continued to accelerate rapidly.  
The motorcycle ran a red light at the intersection 
of Holmes St. and Fourth St.  The motorcycle 
struck the driver’s side fender of a Ford minivan 
traveling east on Fourth St. The motorcycle rider 
suffered fatal injuries and was pronounced dead at 
the scene.  The driver of the Ford suffered minor 
injuries and was transported to ValleyCare Medi-
cal Center to be treated and released.  

Walnut Creek-resident James Peeff is the  
twenty-five year old motorcycle rider who was 
killed.

The motorcyclist was wearing a helmet. He 
was not licensed to ride a motorcycle.  It is 
unknown at this time if alcohol or drugs were 
a contributing factor to this collision. The colli-
sion investigation is ongoing, and anyone who 
witnessed the collision is asked to contact the 
Livermore Police Traffic Unit at 925-371-4850.   
This was the second fatal motorcycle collision 
occurring in Livermore this year, and fourth fatal 
motor vehicle collision of the year. 

PG&E Rates
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) 

announced  that with the start of the new year, 
residential customers will see flat to moderate 
increases in gas and electric rates. The money 
covers the utility’s costs of buying energy, in-
vesting in new plants and equipment, and paying 
for state mandates, such as special programs to 
help income-qualified customers.

PG&E’s average rates for residential gas cus-
tomers will dip 0.3 percent compared to January 
2011 and increase 1.8 percent over December 
2011. Average residential electric rates will in-
crease 2.9 percent over January 1, 2011, or 2.4 
percent over December 2011.

The rate increases are lower than the trend 
for all U.S. consumer prices, which increased 
3.4 percent over the most recently measured 
12-month period  (November 2010 to Novem-
ber 2011), according to the U.S. Department 
of Labor.

The January electric rate change will provide 
increased revenues to repair and replace aging 
infrastructure and invest in clean energy sup-
plies, among other needs. Electric and gas rates 
have not been affected by PG&E’s costs stem-
ming from the San Bruno explosion, which have 
been borne by the utility’s shareholders.

Body Found in House Fire
Livermore police officers and Livermore 

Pleasanton firefighters responded to a structure 
fire early December 30 in the 1200 block of 
Asti Ct.  Upon arrival, officers and firefighters 
found smoke coming from inside a residence.  
Firefighters entered the residence and extin-
guished a fire.  Once the fire was extinguished, 
firefighters located a deceased adult male inside 
the residence.  No other persons were injured.

Detectives from the Livermore Police De-
partment are investigating this incident.  

At this time, no other details are available.  
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However, the city of Liver-
more has been working with 
BART to reduce the cost. City 
officials point out that in addition 
to the $400 million, there is $112 
million in bridge toll revenue 
identified. The $512 million 
would be used as seed money to 
acquire federal funds.

Opponents were skeptical that 
all of the necessary money would 
be found to finance the extension 
to Livermore within the seven 
year deadline. 

There continued to be com-
ments from the public urging 
the commission to use the $400 
million for other purposes, such 
as increasing AC Transit service, 
providing bus passes for students, 
and for maintaining and upgrad-
ing the current BART system. 
North County groups also de-
manded that a a larger percentage 
of money be directed to projects 
for bicyclists and pedestrians.  If 
they don’t receive more funding 
for their projects, they say they 
won’t support Measure B3. 

Joel Ramos of Transform told 
the committee that his group’s 
primary concern is to repair 
BART before there is expansion. 
“I don’t know where the rest of 
the money for BART to Liver-
more will come from. I would 
like to see some flexibility in the 
wording to determine if BART is 
the best option.” It was suggested 
light rail, for example, may be a 
better option. 

Supporters of the BART to 
Livermore say that the extension 
is needed for geographic, social 
and economic reasons.

ACTC Chairman Mark Green 
of Union City said at the end of 
the workshop, “Those who think 
there will be radical changes in 
the TEP need a dose of reality. 
They need to realize that it takes 
a countywide vote to reach the 
two-thirds level needed to pass 
the measure. I’m satisfied. There 
could be some tweaking to draw 
more people in. If the measure 
fails, it won’t be a victory for 
those who say they would oppose 
it; it will be a defeat of hundreds 
of millions of dollars a year.”

Green summed up some of the 
potential changes. One represents 
an attempt to appease advocates 
for more bicycle and pedestrian 
funds. He said there is a potential 
to require that a percentage of the 
funds allocated for local streets 
and roads be dedicated to bike 
and pedestrian projects. 

A second possible change 
would be wording on how $90 
million earmarked for BART 
operations, maintenance and 
station upgrades could be spent. 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty stated, 
“Make the money flexible. Let 
BART spend it anyway it wants 
as long as it is spent in Alameda 
County.”

Several speakers wanted dif-
ferent spending options prepared, 
along with a requirement for fur-
ther analysis of larger projects. 

Green said he didn’t think 
staff needed to provide more 
spending options over the next 
month. “The big question on 
the table is BART to Livermore. 
Don’t expect it to be torpedoed. 
It won’t be.” 

Green later added, “The basic 
thrust of the committee is to get 
BART into Livermore. The dis-
cussion on a geographic equity 
formula can be saved until after 
the measure is passed.” In re-
sponse to calls for special review 
measures for larger projects, 
Green said that he believes the 
EIR will be sufficient to answer 
questions. 

 Supervisor Scot Haggerty, 
who represents Livermore and 
Dublin, said that no project is 
fully funded by the sales tax. He 
agreed with Chairman Green that 
the environmental impact report 
should be used to determine the 
best modes of transport to be 
funded. 

BART board member Tom 
Blalock stated, “It’s time to get 
BART to Livermore. The money 
is there to conduct the environ-
mental studies.” He also clarified 
statements that BART needs $7 
billion to maintain its system. 
Blalock said that the figure rep-
resents a 25 year projection.

Supervisor Nate Miley, who 
has added Pleasanton to his dis-
trict, was concerned by a letter 
sent out by the Sierra Club that 
suggested city councils look at 
the equity of the funding plan. 
Miley said it is unfair for Pleasan-
ton and Livermore residents to be 
paying into BART and not have 
it extended to Livermore. 

On December 2nd, the Sierra 
Club submitted letters to all the 
County Board of Supervisors, 
and the City Councils of all cities 
in Alameda County except for 
Livermore, Dublin, and Pleas-
anton. According to Livermore 
BART project manager Bob 
Vinn, the letter included an in-
accurate estimate of operating 
cost for the Livermore Phase 1 
extension project and implied 
that BART to Livermore will 
degrade the existing BART sys-
tem. In fact, BART’s Program 
Environmental Impact Report 
and Preferred Alternative Memo 
shows that the operating costs for 
the Livermore extension will be 
cost neutral. 

Vinn asked, “TRANSFORM 
submitted to the Steering Com-
mittee another hit piece on BART 
to Livermore which actually 
stated ‘Residents of Livermore 
will be disappointed in a BART 
Extension along I-580 to Isa-
bel.’ Does TRANSFORM really 
know what Livermore residents 
want?”

Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti 
stated, “Livermore BART issue 
is a social justice cause—pov-
erty, isolation and fairness of 
paying the same sales tax as rest 
of county without receiving the 
same services.”

Speakers from Livermore sug-
gested that the BART extension 
would benefit everyone.

Ron Geren pointed out that 
there would be a reduction of 
400,000 vehicle miles per day 
and 260,000 pounds of green-
house gases per mile traveled if 
the extension were built,  helping 
to meet greenhouse reduction 
goals.

Linda Jeffery Sailors stated, 
“It is an important transportation 
segment in the region. It would 
enhance BART to San Jose.” 

Union representatives touted 
the jobs that would be provided 
to build the extension. 

Carol Hardesty pointed out 
that Livermore is working with 
Sandia and Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory on plans 
that could produce 7500 jobs. 
Providing access to these jobs by 
extending BART to Livermore is 
extremely important to the suc-
cess of the companies who may 
locate in Livermore.

Jean King of Livermore stated 
that the measure can help many 
different people. It is needed 
for the entire county - buses , 
student passes and new ways to 
get people out of their cars. One 
way is BART to Livermore. I-580 
is one of the biggest traffic back-
ups. There is a need to reduce 
the traffic, so people can get into 
the Bay Area to access needed 
services that are not available in 
the Tri-Valley.

Andrew Fields, California 
Alliance for Jobs, called the 
draft measure, “incredibly bal-
anced and equitable. It meets 
the overall needs of Alameda 
County very well. Hundreds of 
jobs will be created by passing 
this measure.”

Dale Kaye, CEO of the Liver-
more Chamber of Commerce and 
Innovation Tri-Valley member 
declared, “BART to Livermore 
is head and shoulders above any 
other project.” It is a matter of 
education and jobs. She said that 
Las Positas College may not be 
able to meet its carbon reduction 
goals if the BART extension to 
Livermore were not built.  The 
local laboratories provide jobs 
that put food on the table and 
clothes on the backs of people. 
There is a need for transportation 
so people can access the jobs.

Penrose Albright, Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
director, wrote in support of the 
BART extension to Livermore. 
“We have begun the develop-
ment of a new 100-acre open 
campus that will crate new jobs 
and enhance U.S. economic com-
petitiveness. BART to Livermore 
is vitally important to making 
our future plans a success, not 
only for the Lab, but also for the 
East Bay region and the nation. 
We are currently in negotiations 
to partner with several Fortune 
100 companies and concerns 
pertaining to the lack of BART 
access are expected to affect their 
decision-making.”

Andrew McIlroy of Sandia 
voiced similar concerns. “Liver-
more is home to two of the lead-
ing economic drivers in science 
and technology in the East Bay - 
Sandia and Lawrence Livermore. 
We are working to expand and 
create the Livermore Valley Open 
Campus, which has improved 
Sandia’s ability to collaborate 
on R&D in science, technology 
and engineering. In particular, 
Sandia has been pursuing rela-
tionships to bring partners from 
the east Bay, San Francisco, the 
Silicon Valley and beyond to the 
Tri-Valley for collaborations in 
cybersecurity, biological scienc-
es, energy research and climate 
change. BART to Livermore will 
provide a strong transportation 
backbone to support the develop-

ment of these partnerships.”
Livermore  Mayor  John 

Marchand submitted a letter 
signed by all five area mayors 
and Supervisor Haggerty. The 
letter points out that Livermore 
does have the second and third 
worst traffic in the Bay Area. 
It is a major corridor between 
Stockton and Oakland, moving 
commerce between the Central 
Valley and Bay Area.  “This 
measure isn’t supposed to pay for 
the whole project. MTC will fund 
the project level EIR. Livermore 
is looking at creating thousands 
of jobs with hundreds of millions 
of investments projected.

Joan Seppala objected to 
North County residents support-
ing their projects and oppos-
ing BART to Livermore on the 
grounds that North County proj-
ects were the ones that benefited 
the environment. She stated that 
BART to Livermore will generate 
over 20,000 new BART riders 
annually. Oakland and Berkeley 
residents are simply arguing for 
North County’s population num-
bers to trump geographic equity. 
TEP principles explicitly support 
geographic fairness

Once the Measure B3 TEP is 
approved by ACTC, the list goes 
to the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors and all of the County 
city councils for their examina-
tion. If a majority of the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors and 
the cities that represent a major-
ity of the population approve the 
ACTC expenditure plan, the plan 
would be placed on the Novem-
ber 2012 ballot. The final vote 
on whether or not to place the 
measure on the ballot is planned 
for sometime in May.

The measure is a one-time 
opportunity to increase the tax to 
a full cent. Special legislation al-
lowed the election for November 
2012 to add a half cent to the cur-
rent half cent tax. The tax mea-
sure would need approval from 
two-thirds of Alameda County 
voters.  If the measure were to 
pass, the TEP list would be built 
out. ACTC is not expected to 
put a new list before voters until 
2042.

Other local projects with 
funding allocations:  $132 mil-
lion to complete improvements 
at the interchange between SR 
84 and I-680 including widen-
ing SR 84 from Pigeon Pass to 
Jack London Boulevard; $48 
million to build improvements 
to the I-580/I-680 connector. 
There is additional funding  for 
interchange improvements in 
both East and Central County, 
including improvements at Vasco 
Road, Greenville Road and Isabel 
Avenue, which are needed for 
major transit investments in the 
Livermore area. West Dublin and 
Downtown Dublin TOD, would 
receive a percentage of $300 mil-
lion identified for such projects. 
The TEP identifies $690 mil-
lion that would fund Greenville 
Road widening, El Charro Road 
construction, Dougherty Valley 
widening, Dublin Boulevard 
widening, and Bernal Bridge 
construction. Money for LAVTA 
maintenance is included in the 
transit funding list.

BART
(continued from page one)

4th of July Meeting
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 

will be holding a meeting on January 18 to determine 
the level of interest in bringing back the city’s 4th of 
July celebration.

The event had been financed by LARPD and the 
City of Livermore. However, budget constraints led 
to its cancellation this year.

The cancellation became an election issue, with 
candidates stating money spent on other things would 
have been better spent on the 4th of July party. Most 
of the candidates vowed to bring back the event.

At the meeting it will be determined if citizens 
are interested in providing the money, resources and 
organization to bring the fireworks this year and in 
future years.

Hopefully, all those who complained about the lack 
of 4th of July fireworks meant what they said about 
bringing them back and will step forward to make it 
happen.

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed. Letters should be 
submitted by e-mail to editmail@
compuserve.com.)

Inflated Budget
Jo Ann Frisch
Livermore

The so-called Super Commit-
tee failed to reach a deal on defi-
cit reduction. This has triggered 
“sequestration” which means 
automatic cuts of $1.2 trillion 
split evenly between defense and 
civilian programs over the next 
ten years. 

However, the GOP, in particu-
lar, wants to nullify the effects of 
“sequestration” on the pentagon 
budget. These are the very same 

people who got us in this spend-
ing mess in the first place. We 
have spent $3.7 trillion on their 
wars over the past ten years, 
which has driven the deficit to all-
time highs. Thankfully, President 
Obama has steadfastly stated he 
will veto any effort to reduce the 
defense cuts.

Part of the solution to our bud-
get problems can be achieved by 
also cutting the nuclear weapons 
budget which has continued to 
increase in spite of the end of 
the cold war two decades ago. 
Up to $700 billion is proposed to 
be spent on nuclear weapons and 
related programs over the next 
ten years. Urge your Congress 
people to support cutting this 
grossly inflated nuclear weapons 
budget.

Combined Energies
Kathy Streeter
Livermore

The local elections are over 
and the last position on the City 
Council has been well filled.  
It is a new year and a time to 

reflect on things past before the 
hard job of making progress in 
a difficult environment takes all 
of our combined energies.  Note 
that I say ‘combined energies,’ 
because that is what it will take 
to be successful.  

I wish the new council well 
and I hope that the contention that 
so dominated our election will be 
a thing of the past.  It appeared 
to me that negatives dominated 
in many ways and rhetoric was 
not always truthful.  I know that 
we are a divided nation but we 
must not let that lack of civility, 
cooperation, and compromise fil-
ter down to Livermore.  I believe 
that we are better than that.

It is my firm belief that the 
way to build consensus and move 
together in a positive direction, 
no matter what the issue, is to 
have an open, fact filled, rea-
soned, rational and above all, 
civil discourse. We all need to 
be open-minded and willing to 
hear the other guy’s point of view 
without letting blind emotion 
take over.

Blind emotion can be very 
powerful.  We are being taught 
that every day. Everything from 
television commercials and talk 
shows to blogs and newspaper 
articles are presented in a way 
meant to get our blood pressure 
up, grow market share, and make 
money.  We get bombarded from 
all directions. We are being led 
to believe that emotion and loud 
sound bites are the only way 
to ‘sell’ our opinions.  Media 
that encourage us to comment 
without identifying ourselves are 
opening the door to innuendo and 
slurs that would not be put forth 
if we had to put our names on 
them. It pushes us further apart. 
It polarizes our views and makes 
us blind to facts and reason and 
builds distrust.

All of us who live here have 
an interest in Livermore’s future.  
The only way we can make a 
positive difference is to really 
listen to each other, exchange 
ideas openly and without rancor, 
and then determine, together, 
what is best for Livermore. 

Assemblyman Bob Wieck-
owski is introducing a resolution 
in the Legislature that would ask 
Congress to amend the Constitu-
tion to nullify the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in the Citizens 
United case.

The decision, on a 5-4 high 
court vote in January 2010, 
held that corporations and labor 
unions have the same political 
contribution rights as people.

Wieckowski, a Democrat 
whose district includes the south-
ern portion of Pleasanton, an-
nounced the resolution drive at 
a press conference on Tuesday 
in Sacramento. He said that he 
would file it on Jan. 4.

The Legislature began its ses-
sion Jan. 3. Wieckowski said that 
he will be enlisting co-authors 
over the next few days. He al-
ready has received commitments 
for its senate counterpart resolu-
tion from Democratic Senators 
Mark Leno of San Francisco and 
Ted Lieu of Torrance.

Wieckowski said that there 
is bipartisan interest in the fair 
campaign finance law. He ex-
pects that some Republican 
lawmakers will support his reso-
lution. If the resolutions pass the 
Legislature, they would go to 
the judiciary committees of the 
House and Senate, which then 
could hold hearings on the issue, 
said Wieckowski.

The Supreme Court case in-
volved a non-profit corporation, 
Citizens United, which produced 
a video in 2008 that was critical 
of Hillary Clinton in her run for 
president.

The  Bipartisan Campaign 
Reform Act of 2002 (BCRA) 
forbade corporations and unions 
from using their general trea-
sury funds to make independent 
expenditures for speech that is 
an “electioneering communica-
tion,” or for speech that expressly 
advocates the election or defeat 
of a candidate.

In the instance of a presiden-
tial candidate such as Hillary 
Clinton, the “electioneering” 
means “any broadcast, cable, or 
satellite communication” that 
“refers to a clearly identified 
candidate for Federal office” 
and is made within 30 days of a 
primary election, and is “publicly 
distributed.” 

Wieckowski said that the 30 
day period is used because it 
is the time during which most 
voters receive their ballots and 
are making up their minds about 
which candidate they prefer.

The type of movie that Citi-
zens United was offering could 
have been seen by viewers at 
$4.99 per view. That would not 
have violated the campaign law, 
said Wieckowski.

However, Citizens United 
wanted to pay the cable company 
a flat fee to show it to anyone 
who wanted to see it. That would 
make the movie “advertising” 
and would be covered by the 
campaign finance law.

Citizens United sued, in order 
to have the movie seen under the 
conditions that it wanted, said 
Wieckowski.

However, the Supreme Court 
did not show “judicial restraint” 
by ruling only on the narrow 
question before it, said Wieck-
owski. Instead it struck down 
the entire portion of the law that 
dealt with any kind of donations 
in the last 30 days of a campaign, 
he said.

“The two guys who wanted to 
show the movie free were wor-
ried just about their own movie. 
They were not worried about all 
corporations having free speech. 
They just wanted their film to be 
seen,” said Wieckowski.

MONTANA CASE GOES
AGAINST U.S. DECISION

One development, announced 
on Dec. 30, that might also im-
pact the law was a Montana Su-
preme Court decision upholding 
a 100-year old Montana law that 
forbids such corporation dona-
tions. The court vote was 5-2.

The plaintiff in that case, 
American Tradition Partnership, 
tried to convince the courts to 
strike down the Montana law, 
arguing that it essentially was the 
same as the federal law that was 
struck down.

An appeal to the U.S. Su-
preme Court appears likely, said 
one of the dissenting Montana 
justices, James Nelson. Since the 
Citizens United case is the “law 
of the land, and this court is duty 
bound to follow it,” Nelson said 
he expects the Montana decision 
will be reversed.

Although Democrats have 
been opposed to the Citizens 
United decision, one Republi-
can candidate for President also 
opposes it. Buddy Roemer, the 
Harvard-educated former Demo-
crat who once was governor of 
his native Louisiana, backs the 
decision.

Roemer is still perceived as 
a populist. He has flown so far 
under the radar in his presidential 
quest, that many are surprised to 
hear he is running, since there 
have been virtually no news me-
dia references to his candidacy.

Roemer doesn’t occupy a po-
dium at Republican debates. He 
doesn’t send out word through 
much advertising, apparently 
because he sticks to his beliefs. 
He is limiting donations to his 
campaign to $100. 

A paragraph on the Roemer 
campaign web page for contri-
butions asks would-be donors 
to confirm and comply with  a 
check box on the page. The 
donor certifies that he or she is 
a lawful citizen, that the funding 
comes from himself or herself, 
and they will not be reimbursed 
by anyone. 

Further, the donor must cer-
tify that the contribution does 
not come from treasury funds 
of a corporation, labor union or 
national bank, or from a federal 
government contractor, although 
employees of such contractors 
may contribute.

The Roemer page says that the 
candidate is polling 2 percent in 
Iowa, behind all other candidates 
but one, and 3 percent in New 
Hampshire, which puts him 
ahead of two other candidates.

Wieckowski Resolution Calls 
for Amendment to Nullify 
‘Citizens United’ Decision
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large, locally. There is also a 
statewide impact. “Unfortunate-
ly, the decision has thrown a lot 
of uncertainty on projects. First 
and foremost will be the loss of 
funds to build affordable hous-
ing. Statewide redevelopment 
agencies were responsible for 
building more affordable housing 
projects than any other program. 
A number of projects were built 
in Livermore.”

Roberts said it is far too early 
to determine the impacts on 
projects in process, such as the 
regional theater. Projects with 
no binding agreement are in 
the most jeopardy. The rede-
velopment agency has a bind-
ing agreement with Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center 
regarding the regional theater. 
How that agreement could be 
implemented consistent with AB 
26 will require further analysis. 
A proposed parking garage could 
also proceed, since it is part of the 
DDA for the theater.

Roberts added, “I feel very 
strongly that redevelopment is 
a useful, powerful force for jobs 
and affordable housing. RDA 
also allows for an infusion of 
public money to build projects 
that will draw in private invest-
ment. There are a number of 
important projects that would 
not have happened in Livermore 
without the RDA. It is possible, 
a legislative solution will be 
provided.”

Len Alexander pointed out 
there are a number of avenues 
that should be explored before 
declaring that projects planned 
by RDA are dead. Alexander 
said, “The first thought I had 
when hearing the decision was 
that it is too soon to know any-
thing. I can’t honestly believe 
that either the governor or the 
legislature wanted to eliminate 

redevelopment agencies alto-
gether. It is one of the unintended 
consequences.” He predicted 
there may be a legislative effort 
to come up with a new version of 
redevelopment agencies.

Alexander said of the future of 
the regional theater,  that under 
approved legislation pre-exist-
ing projects would continue to 
receive tax increment funds. The 
first DDA for the regional theater 
was approved  prior to the legisla-
tive deadline of December 2010. 
“We believe that we have a strong 
case that the Regional Theater is 
a pre-existing obligation of the 
Livermore RDA and is protected 
under the current legislation.  
There is a process that we and 
the City would need to follow 
to achieve such a determination 
from the new county oversight 
group that is to be appointed in 
the coming weeks.”

Asked what the impact might 
be on the Bankhead Theater and 
the potential for a four star hotel 
to come to Livermore, Alexander 
replied that a hotel would want 
to come if there were something 
that guarantees there are visitors 
in the downtown. 

If there were no RDA, LVPAC 
would not be able to operate the 
Bankhead Theater in the manner 
everyone has come to expect, 
said Alexander. “The regional 
theater has always been part of 
the equation in how the Bank-
head is operated. Without the 
regional theater, it would force 
us to be much more commercial 
in bringing in attractions and in 
what we charge to use the build-
ing. Local groups are all currently 
subsidized. I can’t imagine we 
would be able to continue the 
subsidy. Rather than pay $2 per 
seat, they could be charged twice 
as much.”

Robert Gamble, LVPAC fi-

nancial consultant, summed up 
the view that there is a bind-
ing agreement, “Livermore has 
committed much of its current 
and future RDA resources in a 
binding legal agreement aimed 
at financing a regional theater in 
the City. Assuming that all as-
pects of this agreement are fully 
implemented, the City will have 
successfully avoided much of the 
negative impact resulting from 
last week’s California Supreme 
Court decision, which requires a 
complete closure of the agency 
by the end of this month, and 
the subsequent transfer of all 
unencumbered assets to a suc-
cessor agency in short order. The 
City has actually controlled its 
own destiny by using the assets 
of the Agency for an economic 
development project that will 
generate direct economic, fiscal 
and quality of life benefits for the 
City for generations.”

A political board will be ap-
pointed. It will be comprised of 
seven members appointed by and 
representing the county board of 
supervisors (2 members), and 
one member each for the mayor, 
county superintendent of educa-
tion, Chancellor of California 
Community Colleges, the largest 
special district taxing entity, and 
a former redevelopment agency 
employee appointed by the may-
or/board of supervisors.

Statewide, the California Re-
development Association vowed 
to work with lawmakers to revive 
redevelopment agencies.  

Gov. Jerry Brown, who first 
proposed eliminating redevel-
opment to help solve the state’s 
fiscal crisis, expressed satisfac-
tion with the ruling.  “It validates 
a key component of the state 
budget and guarantees more 
than a billion dollars of ongoing 
funding for schools and public 
safety.”

REDEVELOPMENT
(continued from page one)

groups as Meals on Wheels and 
food banks.

They also contribute through 
their jobs in the communities, 
which include work at food 
stores, large retailers and small 
businesses. 

During the difficult economy, 
some in the Go Group may find 
their work hours cut back, so the 
Nifty Thrift store will help them 
make up the missing income, said 
Sanford.

The store also will bring in 
others who will benefit from the 
work. Anywhere from six to 10 
people will be employed in part-

Stark Calls for the Systematic 
Enforcement for Handicapped on Testing

The federal Department of 
Justice (DOJ) needs to do a 
better job of enforcing the law 
requiring private testing compa-
nies to comply with rules about 
handicapped people, said Rep. 
Pete Stark.

Specifically, the DOJ needs to 
set up a good system for policing 
the testing companies, “which 
clearly need an active watchdog,” 
said Stark, whose district includes 
Sunol and part of Pleasanton west 
of Interstate 680. 

Stark and Rep. George Miller 
from Contra Costa County sent 
Attorney General Eric Holder 
a letter dated Dec. 19 in which 
they referred to a Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) 
report concerning handicapped 
peoples’ access to accommoda-
tion to standardized testing. 

The testing is for admission 
to post-secondary educational 
institutions or professional cer-
tification.

Federal law, including the 

PROJECT
(continued from page one)

Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), requires testing compa-
nies to provide accommodations 
to make tests accessible for 
people with disabilities and to 
best ensure that achievement on 
these tests reflects an individual’s 
aptitude, not his or her disability, 
Stark said in a press release. 

Such “accommodations” are 
not confined to physical accom-
modations for a wheelchair, for 
example. They also include such 
things as allowing more time to 
answer questions, because of 
certain handicaps. An example 
cited in a press release from 
Stark talked about people with 
dyslexia.

Stark said that the GAO report 
found that the DOJ is not effec-
tively holding testing companies 
accountable, because the DOJ is 
not enforcing the law in a strate-
gic manner. 

Specifically, the GAO found 
that complaints against testing 
companies are addressed case 

by case, rather than approached 
systematically.  The DOJ has 
not initiated its own thorough 
compliance reviews of testing 
companies’ policies, practices 
and records related to testing 
accommodations, according to 
Stark.

Stark and Miller told Holder 
that they want to see the DOJ 
implement a formal recommen-
dation by GAO to “develop a for-
mal coordinated strategy” with 
the departments of Education and 
Health and Human Services. 

The two Congressmen also 
suggested DOJ provide updated 
technical assistance to testing 
companies to address current 
ADA requirements. The pair 
pledged to work with DOJ to 
bring about the changes.

Stark is ranking member on 
the House Ways and Means 
Health Subcommittee. Miller is 
ranking member on the Educa-
tion and Workforce Committee.

time work during the week’s 
schedule.

The store is now open Mon-
days through Fridays. However, 
as customer traffic increases, 
there is hope that the hours will 
be extended into the weekend.

In the long run, Futures Ex-
plored hopes to offer an e-waste 
recycling center. There appears 
to be a need for it in Livermore, 
said Sanford. 

Futures Explored’s counter-
part in Monterey opened an e-
waste center, after learning that 
e-waste recycling there was at 
only 20 to 25 percent. 

“Big waste collection com-

panies are booming. There is 
much more interest in e-waste 
recycling to reduce the need for 
landfill space,” said Sanford. 

The Monterey non-profit is 
finding good response to its proj-
ect, he said. “It’s a win/win. E-
waste is recycled appropriately, 
and folks are provided employ-
ment options,” said Sanford.

Livermore city staff has been 
cooperative in helping create 
a smooth transition in starting 
Nifty Gifts, said Sanford. Futures 
Explored plans to work closely 
with the Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce to promote the store.
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future of Doolan Canyon. Both 
cities were considering going 
to LAFCO to ask for the area 
to be placed within a sphere of 
influence (SOI) that would give 
a city control over planning the 
canyon. Both mayors said that it 
would be good to go into discus-
sions with LAFCO with a shared 
plan. Livermore’s focus would 
be to retain the status quo in the 
canyon. Dublin has received a 
proposal to build up to 1990 units 
of senior housing.

The California Supreme Court 
agreed to hear a lawsuit filed 
by the state’s redevelopment 
agencies against the California 
Department of Finance. The law-
suit was the result of the state’s 
decision to take money from 
redevelopment districts, or to 
dissolve them. Livermore is the 
only Valley city with a redevelop-
ment agency. 

The Valley’s public access 
cable TV channel went dark. 
Comcast pulled the plug on 
Channel 26, because it was no 
longer required to provide public 
access to the community.

Granada High School fresh-
man, 14-year-old Nicholas Brad-
ley, went to Austria, where he 
competed against the world’s 
best at the International Fed-
eration of Sport Climbing (IFSC) 
World Youth Championship. He 
trains at the Valley Rock Gym in 
downtown Livermore. 

The ballot for Livermore city 
council and mayoral races in No-
vember was set. Four candidates 
qualified to run for two council 
seats: Bobby Dale Burger, who 
retired from the Air Force and 
is marketing for Uncle Credit 
Union; Stewart Gary, former 
Livermore Pleasanton Fire De-
partment chief and current mem-
ber of the Livermore School 
Board; Marshall Kamena, current 
mayor who is termed out of that 

office, but eligible to run for the 
council; and, Laureen Turner, a 
member of the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors. Three candi-
dates qualified to run for mayor. 
They are Barbara Hickman, host 
of Grassroots, formerly aired on 
Cable Channel 26; John March-
and, Livermore vice mayor and 
a former member of the Zone 7 
Water Board; and Minuete McK-
ernan, a student at Dominican 
College.

The Pleasanton City Council 
adopted a draft climate action 
plan (CAP), as required by state 
law and a lawsuit settlement 
with the attorney general’s of-
fice. Pleasanton’s goal was to 
become the “greenest city” in 
California. The proposed CAP 
was more about education, than 
regulation. The CAP was tailored 
to Pleasanton, based on what city 
staff found would work and what 
people would support. Strategies 
to reduce greenhouse gases were 
divided into five categories. They 
are land use and transportation, 
reduction of 25%; energy, 12%; 
solid waste reduction, 26%; 
water and wastewater, less than 
1%; and community engagement, 
37%.

Pleasanton school trustees 
authorized the administration to 
proceed with the biennial par-
ticipation in the Healthy Kids 
Survey. The survey, which is 
not mandatory, asked students 
at middle and high school levels 
to be as accurate as possible in 
reporting in a confidential way. 
Topics covered include alcohol 
and drug usage, sexual behavior, 
and cyber safety.

The Tri-Valley Conservancy 
appointed Laura Mercier as the 
new executive director.

SEPTEMBER 2011
The official groundbreaking 

for Paragon Outlets Livermore 
was held. The projected opening 
of the $162 million project is 
November 2012. The 443,000 
square foot project will include 
120 upscale tenants featuring 
iconic U.S. and luxury brands. 
Among those announced were 
Banana Republic Factory Store, 
Barney’s New York Outlet, Cole 
Haan Company Store, J.Crew, 
Michael Kors, Neiman Marcus 
Last Call, Nike Factory Store, 
Saks Fifth Avenue OFF 5TH, 
Salvatore Ferragamo and Tommy 
Hilfiger. The center is expected 
to provide 2000 jobs, starting 
with 400 construction jobs. The 
outlet center will be located on 
an eventual development site of 
152 acres of land at the southeast 
corner of El Charro Road and 
Interstate 580 in Livermore. 

The Pleasanton school dis-
trict saw a drop in enrollment 
in summer school. The school 
board took action in late spring 
to drop enrichment classes when 
it planned summer school. It was 
advised to drop them, unless an 
outside institution paid for them 
fully, so that no school funds 
were expended, and no fees 
were charged to parents. A law-
suit against the state prompted 
the change. The state was sued 
over an equity issue about fees 
for such things as textbooks and 
class registration. The argument 
was that no fees could be charged, 
because public education is sup-
posed to be free. The Pleasanton 
district has scholarships available 
for children who cannot afford 
to pay the fees. However, on 
advice of its own counsel, the 
district’s administration decided 
to be cautious, and not provide 
the classes. 

One thousand supporters at-
tended the annual Taylor Family 
Foundation’s (TTFF) Day in the 
Park held at Camp Arroyo in 

Livermore. The auction raised 
more than $1.2 million to allow 
kids with life-threatening and 
chronic illnesses, developmental 
disabilities and at-risk youth to 
attend camp at no cost to their 
families.

The Aahmes Shriners cel-
ebrated its 100th anniversary with 
a walk down memory lane. Over 
400 Shriners from northern Cali-
fornia brought their photographs, 
memorabilia, and memories 
to a celebration at the Aahmes 
Shriners Temple in Livermore 
in August. 

Gabriela Ivanova, a Dublin 
resident, was selected to go to 
the West Bank of the Palestin-
ian territory with others to try to 
keep things calm, and prevent 
clashes between Palestinians and 
Israelis. The trip was organized 
by the Michigan Peace Team, a 
group that has trained hundreds 
of people in nonviolent action.

Livermore City Manager 
Linda Barton announced plans 
to retire, effective in December. 
Barton was appointed to the posi-
tion of City Manager in February 
2001. She also served as presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of 
the California Redevelopment 
Association and president of the 
League of California Cities City 
Managers Department.

Despite what was described 
as a tough economy, Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District 
(LARPD) saw an increase in par-
ticipation in summer programs. 
Among the areas of growth were 
summer camps, up 42 percent 
over last year; enrollment in 
PAL (Police Activity League) 
programs for middle school 
students up by 25 percent; gym 
sports increased by 10 percent in 
enrollment and revenue. Swim-
ming pool use went up by 28 
percent. Revenue from summer 
2011 increased by $39,000 from 

last year, reducing the District’s 
subsidy of the programs by 
$11,000.

The Lin family filed two 
more lawsuits. At the center of 
the lawsuits was the Oak Grove 
development in Pleasanton. One 
legal action by Jennifer and Fred-
eric Lin involved the appeal of a 
court decision issued earlier in 
the year that dismissed a lawsuit 
challenging whether a develop-
ment agreement was voided 
along with the planned unit de-
velopment (PUD) ordinance. In 
the second legal action, the Lin 
family filed a complaint asking 
for damages. Following the suc-
cessful referendum of the Oak 
Grove development in June 2010, 
the Lins sued the city for the right 
to build 51 houses on the 572 
acres they own in the southeast 
hills. Oak Grove included two 
ordinances approved by the city 
council. One was a development 
agreement; the second was a 
planned unit development. Each 
contained a poison pill that states 
that if one of the ordinances were 
invalidated, the other ordinance 
would also be invalid. The Lins’ 
attorney argued that the develop-
ment agreement was still valid. 
The suit was dismissed by Alam-
eda County Superior Court Judge 
Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers. 

Pleasanton City Council-
member Jerry Thorne announced 
plans to run for mayor in Novem-
ber 2012. Councilmember Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio took out papers 
indicating that she was putting 
together and opening a campaign 
account to run for mayor in 2012. 
The current mayor, Jennifer Hos-
terman, has reached term limits. 
Both Thorne and Cook-Kallio 
would be running from what are 
called safe seats in that if either or 
neither were elected mayor, they 
would remain on the council.

The Museum on Main in 

Pleasanton received a grant 
from Target in recognition of 
the museum’s M.o.M.’s Reading 
Time. The goal of the program 
is to foster and encourage early 
childhood literacy through the 
lens of local community culture 
and history. Additional goals for 
the program include introducing 
new audiences to the Museum 
on Main, including families 
with preschoolers as well as the 
growing populations within the 
Amador Livermore Valley, such 
as Indian and Pan-Asian com-
munities. 

Livermore City Council ap-
proved plans to apply to LAFCO 
to move 2620 acres of Doolan 
Canyon to Livermore’s sphere 
of influence (SOI). A staff report 
stated that preservation of the 
area is consistent with a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) 
with Dublin, Livermore’s general 
plan, and conservation plans of 
ABAG, East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) and the Tri-
Valley Conservancy, as well as 
LAFCO policy to protect open 
space and discourage urban 
sprawl. LAFCO is the agency 
that determines the sphere of in-
fluence. Currently, Doolan Can-
yon is within Alameda County. 
It is not part of the sphere of 
influence (SOI) of any city. Both 
Livermore and Dublin planned to 
take control of the area. Dublin 
received a proposal for a 1900 
unit active senior community 
within the canyon. If Dublin and 
Livermore could not come to an 
agreement, and LAFCO refused 
to award the SOI to either city, 
then the canyon would remain as 
it is, some observers speculated.

The Pleasanton City Council 
voted to establish an ad hoc 
hospitality guideline task force. 
The task force was charged with 

Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti welcomed visitors to the dedication 
ceremony held for the city's new Heritage Park and 

The annual Livermore Art Association's Art Under the Oaks 
was held in July at Alden Lane Nursery. The event featured art 
displays, art-in-action, wine tasting and entertainment. Bonsai 
specialist Charles Harder exhibited his work.

A toast to the harvest followed the annual blessing of the grapes 
in late August. Taking part were (from left) Pastor Steven Wild, 
First Presbyterian Church; Lisa Maier, who along with her 
husband Lothar, own Las Positas Vineyards; Chris Chandler, 
Executive Director of the Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association; and Rabbi David Katz, Congregation Beth Emek. 

YEAR END
(continued from page 2)

(continued on page 8)
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West Coast Soccer Club took advantage of home games to 
drive food donations to help the Shepherd's Gate charitable 
organization.   West Coast Soccer, based in Livermore, 
California, had a good year of soccer and wanted to give back 
to the community that supported the club.  The Club's ten teams 
leveraged home games and visiting soccer clubs to round up 
over a hundred pounds of food.   The Club delivered the food to 
Shepherd's Gate a few days before Christmas.  Pictured is West 
Coast's Director of Coaches, Troy Dayak and players Emily Allum, 
Kamie Lipman, Katie Zeck, Maddie Allum, and Natalie Allum 
dropping food off.  Shepherd's Gate is a non-profit organization 
based in Livermore, California.  Their mission is to provide safe 
haven services for women and their children.  Anyone who would 
like to donate food, clothing, or other items to Shepherd's Gate, 
please visit http://shepherdsgate.org for information.

Seahawks Score 2nd 
The Pleasanton Seahawks (PLS) com-

peted at the Winter Sectionals in Huntington 
Beach, CA December 16 - 20, 2011.  In 
spite of the cold outdoor venue at Golden 
West College, the Seahawks placed second 
overall out of ten teams in the large team 
division.  

From the Senior Elite group Celina Li 
was High Point Winner, Allison Brown was 
2nd High Point Winner and Marissa Brown 
was 5th High Point Winner.  In addition, 
Celina set one Sectional Record (400 IM) 
and one Pacific Swimming 15-16 Record 
(100 fly).

From the Senior group: New Team 
Record - Jason Chen 15-16 boys 100 
Back (51.11); PLS Top Ten Swims  - Ka-
tie Woods 13-14 girls 50/100/500 free, 
100 fly;  Moriah Simonds 13-14 girls 
50/100/200/500/1000/1650 free; Cayla 
Jetter 15-16 girls 100 backstroke;  Tony 
Shen 15-16 boys 100/200/500 free;  Jason 
Chen 15-16 boys 50/100/200 free, 100/200 
back, 200 IM; Maxime Rooney 13-14 boys 
100/200/500/1000/1650 free, 100/200 fly; 
Maxime had six swims that are #1 Nation-
ally:  100/200/500/1000/1650 free, and 
100 fly; Hannah Bergh had 100% Lifetime 
Best swims, and Kevin McLaughlin swam 
very well.

Livermore Girls Softball
Livermore Girls Softball Association 

(LGSA) registration is still open for the 2012 
Spring Season.  Make-Up tryouts for 10U 
and Middle School will be held Saturday, 
January 14, at 9:00AM at Joe Michell.  For 
more information go to www.livermore-
girlssoftball.org.

PGSL Evaluations
Pleasanton Girls Softball League will 

hold evaluations Jan. 14 and 15 at the Amador 
Valley High School softball fields. 

The schedule follows:
All Girls 3rd-8th grade- Mandatory 

Placement Evaluations Jan. 14-15th, Amador 
Softball Fields

All divisions with Black/Teal/White 
sub-divisions, will place girls on teams using 
a draft. Not by requests. Every girl will be 
placed on a team.

Players must be on time for check in 
and evaluations. We are running a very tight 
schedule and things need to run on time to 
get 300 hundred girls evaluated in one day.

Please come when it is the assigned 
time, this has also been designed to make 
sure each group is equal.

Anyone who cannot make tryouts please 
contact the league Director: Minis- Rob 
Hildebrand - Rob@pleasantonsoftball.org; 
Minors- Tim Buteau- Tim.b@pleasanton-
softball.org; Majors- Mark Tanis- Mark.t@
pleasantonsoftball.org

Majors (7th & 8th grade) - Saturday Jan. 
14th ( Morning): 7:00 Check in Last names 
beginning (A-F); 7:30-9:00 evaluations; 
8:30 Check in (G-N); 9:00-10:30 evalua-
tions; 10:00 Check in (O-Z); 10:30-12:00 

evaluations
Minors (5th & 6th grade) - Saturday 

Jan. 14th ( Afternoon): 12:00 Check in 
Last names beginning ( A-G); 12:30-2:00 
evaluations; 1:30 Check in H-O; 2:00-3:30 
evaluations; 3:00 Check in P-Z; 3:30-5:00 
evaluations

Minis (3rd & 4th grade) - Sunday Jan. 
15th: 10:30 Check in last names beginning ( 
A-F); 11:00-12:30 evaluations; 12:00 Check 
in ( G-N); 12:30-2:00 evaluations; 1:30 
Check in (O-Z); 2:00-3:30

The times and locations are published 
on the PGSL website www.pleasanton-
softball.org 

Little League Registration
Livermore National Little League is 

still accepting registration for ages 5-18 at 
tryouts. Tryout dates are Jan. 7 and Jan. 14. 
Visit the website at eteamz.com/LNLL for 

The Livermore Police Depart-
ment is now accepting applica-
tions for the 21st Citizen Police 
Academy. The Academy will be-
gin February 8, and run through 
May 23, 2012. The graduation 
ceremony will be on May 25 
The class sessions are held every 
Wednesday evening from 6:00 
PM to 9:30 PM at the Livermore 
Police Department. There will 
be one day-long session held on 
a Saturday or Sunday during the 
Academy.

Applicants must be at least 
eighteen years of age, live or 
work in the City of Livermore,  
have no  prior felony convictions, 
and no misdemeanor convictions 
within the last three years. There 
are no physical requirements and 
no fees for participants. Those 
accepted to the Academy will be 
expected to attend all sessions, 
and wear an Academy uniform 
polo shirt provided by the De-
partment.

The Citizen Police Academy 
is a program designed to orient 
community members about the 
various roles within the Police 
Department, introduce them to 
the law enforcement community, 
and provide them with an inside 
look at how the department oper-
ates on a daily basis. Participants 
will be presented with a variety 
of topics, including patrol opera-
tions, communications, evidence 
collection, hiring and recruit-
ment, traffic, animal control, 
laws of arrest, search and seizure, 
investigations, crime analysis, 
terrorism, and many others. 

details on tryouts and registration.

Coach Sought
The Granada High School Baseball 

program is seeking a head JV baseball 
coach for the 2012 high school season. All 
interested parties should email the varsity 
coach, Corrigan Willis cwillis@lvjusd.k12.
ca.us. Please include qualifications.

Track & Field
St. Michael CYO Track & Field Team is 

holding sign ups for its Spring 2012 Season 
Wednesday, 1/11 and Friday, 1/20 from 7-8 
PM at the St. Michael Parish Hall on the 
corner of 3rd and Maple Streets. The program 
is open to boys and girls 3rd to 8th grades. 
Practice begins 2/6 at 4 PM on the Granada 
High School track. For more information go 
to www.smisctrack.org.

 

Each session will be taught by a 
member of the Livermore Police 
Department who has expertise 
in the topic. A tour of the police 
facility is included in the first 
session.

In addition to the Wednesday 
evening sessions, participants 
will be scheduled for a ride-a-
long with an officer on patrol. 
Participants will also be sched-
uled to sit with a 9-1-1 dispatcher 
and listen in as calls for service 
are answered and dispatched. The 
all-day session will be on a Satur-
day or Sunday, and will include 
time on the firing range. Partici-
pants will have the opportunity 
to shoot a variety of weapons 
deployed by patrol and SWAT 
team members. The SWAT team 
and K-9 program will also put 
on extensive demonstrations. 
Participants will take part role-
playing in simulations to see 
what officers might experience 
during a critical incident.

Anyone interested in attend-
ing this session of the Citizen Po-

lice Academy must complete an 
application by January 23, 2012. 
Applications may be obtained 
online from the Community sec-
tion of the department’s website 
(http://www.cityoflivermore.
net/citygov/police/academy.asp), 
the front counter at the Liver-
more Police Department, or by 
contacting Supervising Public 
Safety Dispatcher Lesli Prado 
(Academy Coordinator) at (925) 
371-4936 or via email lprado@
ci.livermore.ca.us. Each Acad-
emy is limited to 30 students. 
The department presents two 
Academies per year, spring and 
fall.

Over 500 community mem-
bers have attended the Academy 
during the past ten years.

Livermore Police Department Accepting 
Applications for Citizen Academy
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ASL Storytimes
The Livermore Public Library 

is offering a new program for the 
New Year – ASL storytimes for deaf 
children!  Melinda Harrison Jones, 
a Livermore resident and teacher 
from the California School for the 
Deaf, will be presenting these special 
storytimes.  

The ASL storytimes will be held 
at the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. 
Livermore Avenue, at 7 p.m. on the 
third Tuesday of every month, Janu-
ary through May, 2012.  Specific dates 
are:  January 17, February 21, March 
20, April 17, and May 15, 2012.  

All ages are welcome to these 
free library programs.  Contact Youth 
Services at (925) 373-5504 for more 
information, or visit the website at 
www.livermorelibrary.net. 

Nature Program
Predators is the topic of the 

Sat., Jan. 7 program offered by the  
Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District ranger staff. Meet Ranger 
Dawn Soles at 10 a.m. at Sycamore 
Grove Park, 5049 Arroyo Road. 

They kill for a living. All branches 
of the evolutionary tree have them. 
Birds, mammals, insects and even 
plants all have killers in the family. 
Join this program for a look at a few of 
the predators that have existed in the 
past and rule today in the present.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee at either entrance to Sycamore 
Grove Park. A $2 donation is re-
quested to help support the programs, 
unless other fees are specified. Par-
ticipants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Committee Opening
The Dublin Senior Center Advi-

sory Committee has two unscheduled 
vacancies with one term expiring 
December 2012 and one term expir-

ing December 2014.  The application 
deadline is Monday, January 16, 
2012, with the appointments antici-
pated to both be made at the February 
7, 2012 City Council Meeting.

Senior Center Advisory Commit-
tee meets at least once per month at a 
designated time and place which shall 
be fixed and determined by the Ad-
visory Committee. This 5-Member 
Committee deals with items related 
to the day-to-day operation of the 
Senior Center, and acts in an advisory 
capacity to both the Parks & Com-
munity Services Commission and the 
City Council on issues pertaining to 
senior citizens.

The Mayor makes all appoint-
ments, subject to confirmation by the 
City Council.

Dublin residents  interested in 
serving on the above board must com-
plete an application form. Forms may 
be downloaded or submitted online 
at the City’s website or obtained by 
contacting the City Clerk’s Office at 
(925) 833-6650.  Applications are 
also available at the Dublin Library, 
200 Civic Plaza and the Dublin Senior 
Center, 7600 Amador Valley Blvd.

Completed applications must be 
submitted to the City Clerk’s Office, 
100 Civic Plaza, Dublin CA 94568, by 
end of day Monday, January 16, 2012.  
Postmarks will not be accepted. 

Spring Storytimes
Visit the Livermore Public Library 

for Spring storytimes, beginning 
Monday, January 9, and continuing 
through the week of May 7, 2012.  A 
variety of storytimes will be held at 
the Civic Center Library and Rincon 
Branch Library:

Civic Center Library –
• Baby/Toddler: Mondays and 

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.  
• Preschool: Wednesdays at 

11:00 a.m.
• “Pajama-time” Family Story-

times: Mondays at 7:00 p.m.
Rincon Branch Library (Hora del 

Cuento Bilingüe) –
• Baby/Toddler: Fridays at 10:30 

a.m.
• Preschool: Fridays at 11:00 

a.m.
All ages are welcome to these 

free library programs.  Contact Youth 
Services at (925) 373-5504 for more 
information, pick up a storytime 
schedule at any one of the Livermore 
Public Libraries, or consult the web-
site:  www.livermorelibrary.net. 

Special Storytime
 Livermore Public Library pres-

ents special story times for “pre-walk-
ers.”  These 20-minute programs are 
for you and your baby to bond through 
books, songs, and gentle tickles.  
Be sure to stay after the storytimes 
and visit with other moms/dads and 
babies.  

These babies-only programs will 
take place every Tuesday, at 11 a.m., 
from January 17 through February 

21, 2012.
All programs will take place in 

the Children’s Storytime Room of 
the Civic Center Library, 1188 South 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore, and 
are free of charge.  For further infor-
mation, please contact Youth Services 
at (925) 373-5504, or consult the 
website www.livermorelibrary.net. 

RV Show
Organizers of Northern Califor-

nia’s largest indoor RV show have 
decided to create a new kind of 
buzz around their event. GoodTimes 
Promotions is adding electric motor-
cycles created by Zero Motorcycles 
to its winter RV show for the first 
time.

The 24th Annual Manufacturers 
RV and Sports Show will feature 
four cutting-edge Zero Motorcycles 
models in addition to the RVs and 
accessories it traditionally offers dur-
ing its Jan. 6-16 show at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton

The recession drove the RV indus-
try into a ditch, but signs are pointing 
to the end of the rough road. Total 

wholesale shipments for the year 
are up 4 percent over October 2010, 
according to RV industry analyst Dr. 
Richard Curtin.

Those who attend the January 
show will be able to test ride or see 
a demo of one of Zero’s bikes, as 
well as peruse hundreds of RVs and 
accessories—new and used—and 
negotiate directly with dealers, all 

in one convenient location.
Admission is $12 adults, $10 

seniors age 65 and over, free to 
children 16 and under. Special senior 
Wednesday is two for one. 

Hours are Mon - Fri 11am - 7pm, 
Sat 10am - 7pm; Sun and Monday 
MLK Day 10am to 6pm. For infor-
mation, call (925) 931-1890 or visit 
www.rvshow.net.

  
 

 

 

reviewing guidelines that address 
consistency in hours of operation 
for venues, indoor and outdoor 
music, and acceptable noise lev-
els. The goal was to standardize 
issues surrounding hospitality 
in the downtown. Elements to 
be considered included public 
safety; music and entertain-
ment; multi-use sidewalks that 
could feature such things as art, 
benches and street entertainers; 
quality of life aimed at control-
ling noise, trash and nuisance 
of all kinds; transportation; and 
venue safety and security.

Joe Michell School in Liver-
more celebrated its 50th anniver-
sary. Joe Michell opened its doors 
in 1961. Originally, the Liver-
more School District planned on 
naming it Elaine Avenue School. 
However, at the request of school 
board trustees it was named Joe 
Michell in honor of the District 
superintendent at the time. 

Two streambank restoration 
projects took place along the 
Arroyo de la Laguna between 
Pleasanton and Sunol to address 
streambank erosion, at Verona 
Bridge, and near the intersection 
of Koopmann Road and Pleas-
anton-Sunol Road, both on San 
Francisco Public Utilities Com-
mission (SFPUC) property. Each 
project is using “biotechnical” 
stream restoration practices that 
incorporate woody material and 
native vegetation to protect the 
streambank and water quality, 
while also improving wildlife 
habitat. 

The Pleasanton school district 
should adopt more stringent 
procedures whenever it seeks 
new financing, according to a 

consultant hired by the district. 
Furthermore, the district should 
establish an oversight committee 
to meet regularly to ensure things 
are going well in regard to paying 
off debt. A consultant was hired 
in response to residents’ sugges-
tions that more transparency and 
oversight concerning the dis-
trict’s borrowing would bolster 
community confidence whenever 
the board tries to obtain voter ap-
proval for a parcel tax. 

Dublin City Councilman 
Eric Swalwell, a Democrat, an-
nounced plans to run for Con-
gress in 2012. He would seek 
to replace Pete Stark as the 
representative of the new 13th 
Congressional District.

East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict directors unanimously ap-
proved acquisition of a 67 acre 
parcel at 1476 Laughlin Road, 
north of Livermore, adjacent to 
Brushy Peak. The parcel was 
owned by the Anne and Jason 
Farber Foundation. The land 
provides good staging areas for 
hikers and equestrians accessing 
nearby Brushy Peak Park. The 
price was $2.6 million. Two funds 
were tapped for $1 million each 
to help finance the purchase, the 
Altamont Landfill Open Space 
Fund and the Dougherty Valley 
Settlement Agreement Open 
Space Fund. All of the money 
was generated as the result of 
lawsuits and can only be spent to 
purchase easements or land.

A new mobile app was intro-
duced by the City of Livermore. 
It is available for use on Android 
phones and tablets, and Apple 
iPhone and iPad users. Using 
the app, residents, businesses 

and visitors are able to access 
city hall 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week from anywhere. 

OCTOBER 2011
In October, the campaign in 

Livermore for council and mayor, 
proved divisive. One side fo-
cused its efforts on convicing the 
public that those who worked for 
the BART on 580 initiative were 
best suited to be elected. Other 
candidates declared that the city 
has moved forward in support 
of BART on 580.. They would 
continue that momentum.

The Lin family withdrew its 
proposal for a tolling agreement. 
The city continued to process a 
10-unit project for land owned by 
the Lins in southeast Pleasanton. 
Two lawsuits involving the city 
and the Lins moved forward. 
At the center of the lawsuits is 
the 51 unit custom home Oak 
Grove development. A tolling 
agreement would have allowed 
the Lins to maintain the two law-
suits while a new 10-unit project 
moves through the city’s ap-
proval process. Pleasanton City 
Attorney Jonathan Lowell said at 
a special council meeting that the 
original tolling proposal would 
have resulted in dismissal of the 
two lawsuits upon approval of the 
10-unit subdivision. “However, 
the offer is off the table.”

The Pleasanton City Council 
approved Cynthia Bryant as the 
city’s new poet laureate. This 
is the second time that she has 
filled the post; the first was 
2005-2007. 

The first campaign finance re-
ports filed in Livermore showed 
that Marshall Kamena collected 

the most money, $10,000, includ-
ing a $3000 loan to himself, in 
the race for city council. John 
Marchand raised the most funds 
in the mayoral race, $6465 in 
cash. Two groups were collect-
ing campaign funds. Friends of 
Livermore reported in with just 
over $44,000 in donations. Keep 
BART on 580 had not filed a 
finance report.

The Tri-Valley Learning 
Corporation (TVLC) [which 
oversees the Livermore Valley 
Charter School (LVCS) and the 
Livermore Valley Charter Pre-
paratory high school (LVCP)] 
submitted a petition to the Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified School 
District (LVJUSD) for a new K-8 
charter school. Portola Academy, 
the proposed school would be 
located at the former Portola 
Elementary School site, current 
home of LVCP. The new charter 
school would serve 560 stu-
dents in transitional kindergarten 
through eighth grade. 

After hearing from the Solar 
Coalition about a proposed rural 
solar energy ordinance, an Alam-
eda County Supervisors’ commit-
tee asked staff to conduct more 
research, and bring an updated 
policy draft back for consider-
ation. The coalition, comprised 

of a newly organized group of 
stakeholders, said that it has 
many questions about the policy, 
and suggestions about what the 
solar policy needs to address. 
The coalition is comprised of the 
Friends of Livermore, Friends 
of the Vineyards, the Measure D 
Committee, the East Bay Chapter 
of the California Native Plant 
Society and the Ohlone Chapter 
of the Audubon Society. A staff 
report with recommendations on 
what to have in the solar policy 
needs to be researched further, 
said the supervisors. 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory and Sandia National 
Laboratories will be a continuing 
stimulus for new jobs in the East 
Bay, according to an economic 
projection reported by the East 
Bay Economic Development 
Alliance (EDA). The report noted 
that the East Bay counties of 
Alameda and Contra Costa are in 
a good position to rebound from 
the downturn in the economy. 
An educated workforce, good 
schools, diverse housing inven-
tory, and scientific innovation 
were among the reasons for the 
optimistic look at the future. The 
presence of professional, scientif-
ic and technical services (PSTS) 
industries has been strong and is 

growing in the East Bay. Over 
the past 15 years, this PSTS seg-
ment, which includes and is fed 
by the Valley’s science labs, has 
grown faster than its counterpart 
in the entire Bay Area, state and 
nation, says the report. The inno-
vation economy associated with 
scientific research has attracted 
substantial venture capital invest-
ments, especially in clean energy 
and biotechnology industries.

The Pleasanton City Council 
authorized the use of $250,000 
to use to provide incentives for 
businesses and homeowners 
to improve energy and water 
efficiency. There would be a 
$500 rebate for projects under 
$10,000 and $1000 for those 
above $10,000. The funds to 
be used in the Energy Upgrade 
Pleasanton (EUP) program come 
from the capital improvement 
projects reserves.

The City of Livermore contin-
ued to lead the area in economic 
development, specifically due 
to the collaborative efforts of 
the city and its partners. That 
was a statement made by Eco-
nomic Development Director 
Rob White in a report to the city 
council. It is estimated that over 
the next 3 to 5 years, the efforts 
involving the i-GATE innovation 
hub, the Livermore Valley Open 
Campus, and other science and 
technology development, would 
produce 7500 new jobs.

Zone 7 Water Agency boosted 
its treated water rate by 5 per-
cent. The increase went into ef-
fect this month (January 2012). 
The rise would cost the typical 
homeowner $1.88 per month if 
the Valley’s four retailers pass 
the increase through to their 
customers. Retailers had asked 
wholesaler Zone 7 for no increase 
in the rate for the coming year. 
However, directors said that 
between the rise in such costs 
as treatment chemicals and the 
need to establish some reserve 
for emergencies and to replace 
worn or broken equipment, the 
rate needed to be increased.

Crime in Livermore had not 
increased; rather it remained 
at a stable level. That was the 
report made by Police Chief 
Steve Sweeney to the Livermore 
City Council in October. Part 
1 crimes, which include rape, 
robbery and murder, were fairly 
constant. Part 2, which includes 
such crimes as assaults, DUI, 
fraud, drug influences, stolen 
property and vandalism, were 
slowly trending down. There has 
been an increase in part 3 crimes, 
which include information re-
ports, psychological issues and 
suicides among others.

The Pleasanton City Council 
voted to establish an ad hoc com-
mittee to review the Downtown 
Specific Plan as it relates to 
guidelines for historic preserva-

Teams representing Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club and Pleasanton Rage took part in the 
annual Soccer Parade. The event marked the official start of the soccer season in Pleasanton.

The Livermore Valley Opera staged Charles Gounod’s French 
opera Romeo et Juliette from 1867 as the first production of 
the group's 20th anniversary season. 

YEAR END
(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 10)
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Christopher “Chris” 
Anthony Souza  

Christopher “Chris” Anthony 
Souza, 51, of Madill, Oklaho-
ma passed away December 26, 
2011.  He was born on November 

8, 1960 to 
Robert Jo-
seph Souza 
and Sharron 
Minton Sou-
za in Castro 
Valley, Cali-
fornia.  

C h r i s 
was raised 
in Fremont, 
California 

and later moved to Phoenix, 
Arizona where he graduated high 
school in 1977.  Chris worked 
with his father in construction 
in California and Arizona for 
several years.  He worked for 
RGW construction where he did 
major road construction for 14 
years before moving to Madill 
in 2005. Chris owned and oper-
ated the Souza Construction and 
No Limit Customs businesses in 
Madill where he built homes and 
swimming pools. Chris attended 
the Assembly of God church in 
Kingston. He enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, working and being on 
his property. He loved his grand-
children.                                         

He is survived by his wife,  
Tammi Souza, Madill, Okla-
homa; children, Michael Souza, 
Madill, Oklahoma; Nathan Souza 
and wife Samantha, Hawaii; 
Andrew Souza and wife Ashley, 
Elk City, Oklahoma; and Brittney 
Correia and husband John, Ma-
dill, Oklahoma; grandchildren, 
Tristan, Temperance, Braxton, 
Taegan, Rustin, Tucker, Char-
ity, John Jr. and Mikallen; his 
mother,  Sharron Souza, Madill, 
Oklahoma; brother, Brett Souza 
and wife Nancy, Trabco Canyon, 
California; sister,  Patie Bowers 
and husband Andy, Hughson, 
California; and nieces and neph-
ews,  Robie, Joey, Annie, Nicole, 
Jillian.

Chris was preceded in death 
by his father, Robert Souza; 
grandparents, Clifford and Clau-
dine Minton and Ralph and 
Audrey Hall.  

Funeral services were held 
Monday, January 2, 2012, at the 
New Beginnings Church, Madill, 
Oklahoma.  Jonathan Webb and 
Ken Rankin officiated at the 
services.   Interment was at the 
Woodberry-Forest Cemetery, 
Madill, Oklahoma.  Services 
were under the direction of Watts 
Funeral Home, Madill, Okla-
homa. Condolences may be sent 
to wattsfuneralhome.com.       

Clark H. Radewan
Clark was born on June 11, 

1942 in Battle Creek, Michigan 
to Herbert and Arletta Radewan, 
both deceased.  He passed away 
on Monday, December 26, 2011 
at the age of 69.  He was a Liver-
more resident.

He graduated from Battle 
Creek Lakeview High School in 
1960. Clark received his Electri-
cal Engineering Degree from 
Purdue University in 1965.  He 
worked for Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory from 1967 
to 2001. 

He is survived by his brother 
Jeff (Jane) Radewan of Battle 
Creek, MI and nieces, Tonda of 
Bloomington, IN and Teah of 
Albuquerque, NM.  

A Celebration of Life Service 
will be held at a later date.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Russell Shelby Herron
Russell Shelby Herron, 60, re-

cent resident of Pleasanton, CA, 
died peacefully surrounded by 
his family on Tuesday December 

27, 2011, at 
home after 
fighting a 
courageous 
22 month 
battle with 
cancer. He 
was  born 
December 
20, 1951 in 
O a k l a n d , 
CA.

S u r v i -

vors include his wife Erica Her-
ron; sons, Derek and wife-Sarah, 
Matthew and wife-Rita, and his 
four grandchildren, Andrew, 
Emma, Alyssa and Brianna. 

 His greatest joy was spend-
ing time with his family and his 
large black lab, Buddy.  Russ 
enjoyed many vacations to their 
cabin in the woods in Oregon. 
He had a deep respect and love 
for nature, loved the ocean and 
would stop at any opportunity to 
gaze at flying geese. Russ was a 
retired Journeyman Sheet Metal 
Worker- Local SMW 104, but his 
hobby was building homes for his 
family. He loved the Lord. He 
continued to spread his love and 
give hope to anyone who came 
into his presence. He believed 
that even through the diagnosis, 
there was a reason and purpose 
for it. He felt strongly that his 
life was being used as an example 
for others. 

Please join us as we celebrate 
60 marvelous years of a life that 
will never be forgotten. Services 
will be held at Irvington Pres-
byterian Church in Fremont on 
Friday, January 6, 2012 at 1pm. 
www.memorialservices.legacy.
com/RussellHerronswebsite/

Karen (Mosagna) 
Whitehead

Karen (Mosagna) Whitehead 
passed away on  December 12, 
2011, after a 13 year battle. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of 42 years, Bill Whitehead; 
children David, Melissa, Jennifer 
and Wendy; grandchildren Na-
than, Rachael, Neva and Kate-
lyn, great grandchildren Alexis, 
Wayne, Colby and Alana. 

 She was President of Deputy 
Wives Club, President of PTA, 
President of Soroptomist Club, 
housewife, business owner and 
Goddess of all she touched.  She 
will be greatly missed.  

Services will be Jan. 17, 2012 
at 1 p.m. at Callaghan Mortuary, 
3383 East Avenue in Liver-
more.  

Bonnie Jean (BJ) Sibley
Bonnie Jean (BJ) Sibley, 

passed away peacefully on De-
cember 29, 2011, at her Livermore 
home after a long and courageous 

battle with 
pancreatic 
c a n c e r .  
K n o w n 
fondly as 
Ma, Mom, 
Nanny, BJ 
and Beej, 
s h e  w a s 
b o r n  o n 
February 
25, 1943 in 
Waltham, 

Massachusetts.  
BJ was a proud big sister to 

Joan, Barbara, Teddie, James and 
Stephanie.  As part of a military 
family, she attended grade school 
in the States and high school in 
Taiwan.  BJ was a young military 
wife, living in many of the south-
ern states as well as overseas.  
While raising her two young 
sons, Geoffrey and Gregory, she 
began her career as a television 
journalist and personality at 
WTVY in Dothan, Alabama.  In 
1994, BJ married the love of her 
life, Richard Sibley, and her fam-
ily expanded to include Richard’s 
as well.

BJ spent much of her life as 
an active member of the Liver-
more (CA) community.  She 
was a radio personality at KKIQ, 
a reserve police officer at the 
Livermore Police Department, 
and held key positions in public 
affairs and emergency response 
at the Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL).  

BJ was a strong believer in 
public service and volunteered 
at a variety of organizations 
that supported women in crisis.  
She was very proud of the work 
she did in service to others as 
a member and leader in Rotary 
International, traveling to Af-
rica and Mexico to participate in 
programs that benefitted children 
and local communities.

After her retirement from 
LLNL, BJ and Richard moved to 
the quaint town of Twain Harte, 
CA, where they built their dream 

home and were embraced by their 
“mountain family”.  She quickly 
became an integral member 
of the community through her 
work on the Sierra Mountain 
Times and Twain Harte Times.  
Recently, she published a com-
pilation of her works in a book 
entitled, “Musings”.

BJ was a creative spirit, em-
bracing an array of artistic outlets 
including doll making, paint-
ing, sewing, quilting, knitting, 
crocheting and jewelry making.  
One only had to take a quick 
look at her craft room to see the 
variety and expansiveness of her 
creativity.  She also enjoyed par-
ticipating in the Sweet Adeline’s 
singing group for many years.

She is survived by her lov-
ing husband Richard Sibley, her 
sons Geoff (Jenise) and Greg 
(Rachelle) Jeppson, her step-
daughters Jennifer Day (Ben) 
and Melisa Sibley, her grandsons 
Forest Jeppson, Carson Jeppson 
and Gryphon Day, her siblings 
Joan Beason, Barbara Boberg, 
Teddie Kirk, James Schofield 
and Stephanie Sotelo, and many 
beloved nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held 
at Callaghan Mortuary in Liver-
more, CA on Wednesday, January 
4, 2012.  In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that donations be 
made to Rotary International’s 
Polio Plus Program, c/o Twain 
Harte Rotary, PO Box 307, Twain 
Harte CA, 95383. 

Dr. Gerald Goudreau, PhD
April 5, 1938 – December 30, 2011

After a long illness, Jerry 
passed away at home with fam-
ily.  

He was a graduate of the 
University 
o f  N o t r e 
Dame, the 
University 
of Delaware, 
and the Uni-
vers i ty  of 
Cal i fornia 
– Berkeley.  
H e  s p e n t 
most of his 
career as a 
research en-

gineer at the Lawrence  Liver-
more  National Laboratory where 
he founded and led the Methods 
Development Group.  

He is survived by his wife 
Mary, his children, Tom, Ste-
phen, Ann, Beth, and Mary and 
seven grandchildren.  

A Mass of the Resurrection 
will be held at St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church on Friday, 
January 6, at 1100 AM, 678 
Enos Way, Livermore. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be 
made to Freedom From Hunger, 
Davis, CA.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Monica L. Van Wegen
April 20, 1979 – December 25, 
2011

Monica L. Van Wegen, an 
Amador Valley High School 
track star who motivated count-
less others, died on Christmas 
morning after a five-year battle 
with brain cancer. She was 32.

Monica was able to live an in-
spirational and fully functioning 
life until her final weeks. Her life 
was always filled with tremen-
dous energy and enthusiasm to 
enjoy every day to its fullest. The 
enthusiasm was very contagious 
and fun to be around.

Her energy found an outlet 
in running. She started by win-
ning the 400-yard rabbit run 
at Valley View School and the 
400-yard race at the Hershey 
Nor Cal Meet in San Jose, both 
while in the fourth grade. She ran 
competitively with great success 
for 11 years.  She ran for fun and 
fitness for her entire life. Through 
running, she discovered her life’s 
work and passion as a fitness 
trainer and physical therapist.

The running, school and work 
took Monica to Eugene, Ore., San 
Diego, Chico, Los Angeles, Tibu-
ron and Sun Valley, Idaho.

Monica recorded many ac-
complishments at Amador Val-
ley, including: 1997 NCS 800 
meter champion; 1996 Amador 
HS 4x400m relay team that was 
8th fastest   in the nation, with a 

time of 3:54.94; 1996 Amador HS 
NCS Championship Cross Coun-
try team; EBAL 200m record 
holder; three time EBAL Cross 
Country Individual Champion; 
and member of eight Amador HS 
Track and Cross Country teams 
that were EBAL Champions or 
Co-Champions.

Monica’s humor, hard work 
and example have been an inspi-
ration to many, many people, and 
she will be greatly missed and 
always remembered.

Monica is survived by her 
parents Gary and Loretta, sister 
Jennifer, boyfriend A.J. Denton 
and many aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

Services were held on Tues-
day, Jan. 3, 2012, at Valley 
Community Church, 4455 Del 
Valle Parkway, Pleasanton, Calif. 
Burial followed at St. Augustine 
Cemetery in Pleasanton. 

Donations in memory of Mon-
ica can be made through PayPal 
to: Monica Van Wegen, at the 
email address: jvanwegen@ya-
hoo.com or to the “Monica Van 
Wegen Brain Cancer Fund” in 
care of the Tri-Valley Commu-
nity Foundation, 5674 Stoneridge 
Drive, Suite 206 in Pleasanton, 
CA 94588

Kay Olek
Longtime Livermore resident 

Kay Olek passed away peace-
fully at home on Thursday, De-
cember 8, 2011. Kay was born to 

Sidney and 
Margaret 
Sexton on 
April 20, 
1 9 2 9  i n 
Appleton 
Wi s c o n -
sin.  The 
family then 
m o v e d 
to  Leav-
e n w o r t h 
K a n s a s , 

where Kay graduated from St. 
Mary’s Academy in 1948. She 
then served in the Army Reserves 
at Fort Leavenworth Kansas dur-
ing the Korean War.

Following her service to her 
Country, Kay worked for the 
Veteran’s Administration for 
30 years in Washington D.C., 
Leavenworth Kansas, Fresno 
California and finally Livermore 
California, where she retired in 
1989.

She is survived by Dennis 
Olek, her husband of 47 years, 
her daughter Dee Dee Olek of 
Livermore, CA and her brother 
Sidney M. Sexton II of Seagov-
ille Texas, as well as her numer-
ous nieces and nephews across 
the country.

Kay was an active member of 
the Livermore Eagles Auxiliary, 
Livermore Oddfellows Lodge, 
the Livermore Sirettes club, the 
Livermore Clipper Club and her 
local NARFE chapter. She truly 
enjoyed belonging to and work-
ing with these organizations and 
all the wonderful people associ-
ated with them.

Services will be held at St. 
Michael Catholic Church in 
Livermore, with the Rosary on 
Thursday, Jan 12 at 7:00 pm and 
the funeral mass on Friday, Jan. 
13 at 11:00 am.  Interment will 
take place at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
a donation to Open Heart Kitchen 
in Kay’s name.

Fawn Perrett Krebs
Resident of Livermore
September 22, 1963 – Dec.  31, 
2011

After a prolonged illness, 
Fawn passed 
away peace-
fully at her 
h o m e  i n 
Livermore, 
California 
w i t h  h e r 
family and 
close friends 
by her side, 
on Saturday, 

December 31, 2011.
Fawn was born to Heber and 

Carol Perrett in Lethbridge, 
Alberta, Canada, on September 
22, 1963.  She was the oldest of 
six children in the Perrett family.  
She attended Brigham Young 
University in Provo, Utah, where 
she pursued her interests in fash-
ion design and economics.  Fawn 
survived several life threatening 
health conditions beginning at 
the age of ten, but lived to marry 
and to bear and raise two sons.  
She was a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints.

Fawn is survived by her hus-
band, Tom, her children, Barron 
and Walker, her parents, Heber 
and Carol Perrett, and her sib-
lings, Tamara (Clark) Carlile, 
Ranae (Mark) Brooks, Steele 
(Rebecca) Perrett, Sabrina (John) 
Walbrecht, and Tara (Daniel) 
Childs.

A funeral service for Fawn 
will be held at the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints at 
1501 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore, 
California, on Thursday, January 
5, 2012, at 11:00 a.m.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Matilda H. Bobba
Dec. 21, 1922- Dec. 31, 2011
Resident of Walnut Creek

Born to immigrant Polish 
parents, Frank and Mary Niedz-
wiecki in New Haven Conn. on 
Dec. 21, 1922, Matilda rejoined 
the Lord on Dec. 31, 2011.

Matilda, or “Mac” as she was 
known to her friends, grew up 
in New Haven and graduated 
as the valedictorian of her high 
school class. She then moved 
to San Jose, Ca. where she met 
and married her husband Claude 
Bobba in 1947. Soon after they 
settled in Walnut Creek where 
they raised a family and resided 
their entire lives.

Mac was a homemaker by 
choice and a devout Catholic. 
She was a member of St. Mary’s 
Parish for over 60 years. She 
was part of the initial group of 
volunteers who helped make St. 
Mary’s School a reality. Besides 
volunteering in various church 
organizations, she gave much of 
her time to the Alameda-Contra 
Costa Chapter of United Cerebral 
Palsy, being volunteer of the year 
from 1969-1970.

Her husband of 55 years pre-
deceased her in 2002. She leaves 
behind two sons, Claude (Clau-
dia), Gary (Marilyn), and a sister 
Ruth as well as 3 grandchildren, 
Bill, Tina, Shawn, 4 great-grand-
children, and two very special 
people she considered family, 
Lesley and Cindy.

A rosary will be said at 7 p.m. 
Thurs., Jan. 5 at Hull’s Walnut 
Creek Chapel, 1139 Saranap 
Ave., Walnut Creek, Ca. Viewing 
will be from 5pm to 8pm Jan. 5. 
A funeral mass will be Fri., Jan. 
6 at 10 am at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 2349 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 
Walnut Creek, Ca. Internment 
at Queen of Heaven Cemetary, 
Lafayette, Ca.

In lieu of flowers, consider a 
donation in Matilda’s name to 
St. Mary’s Campaign Building 
Fund.

Lawrence Howard Bakken
Lawrence Bakken, Jr., was 

born in Chicago, Illinois on 
November 19, 1931. He died on 
December 24, 2011 in Livermore 
at the age of 80, after a lengthy 
illness.

Larry was born in Chicago 
and moved with his parents, 

Lawrence 
H o w a r d 
Bakken, Sr. 
and Viola 
May to Min-
n e a p o l i s , 
Minnesota. 
He attended 
St. Thomas 
M i l i t a r y 
A c a d e m y 
in St. Paul. 
He obtained 
a bachelor and master of science 
degrees in Civil Engineering 
from the University of Min-
nesota.

While working a part time 
job at University of Minnesota 
Hospitals he met a dietetic intern, 
Evelyn McAuley from Manitoba 
and they married a year later.

He worked at Convair Air-
craft Company in San Diego 
and taught engineering classes 
at San Diego State. He attended 
graduate school at the University 
of California, Berkeley. Next em-
ployment was at the Sandia Labs 
in Livermore. While working 
there, he enrolled in the evening 
classes at the University of Santa 
Clara School of Law. He gradu-
ated with a J.D. degree and was 
employed with a private law firm 
in Hayward. He returned to the 
scientific field at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
in Livermore where he was em-
ployed until retirement 22 years 
later.

Larry was an active member 
of Livermore Rotary and the 
local Chamber of Commerce. 
He was involved in the commu-
nity groups, SIRs, and League 
of Women Voters. He was ap-
pointed to the Alameda County 
Consumer Affairs Council. He 
was friendly, industrious, ad-
venturesome and an avid reader. 
He loved to travel and to dance 
to Big Band music. He enjoyed 
his collection of classic cars and 
appreciated Art Deco. Larry had 
an endless zeal for learning. He 
had an infectious laugh and will 
be missed greatly by all who 
knew him.

A long time member of First 
Presbyterian Church in Liver-
more, he served a term as finan-
cial officer and was a charter 
member of a couples group.

He was predeceased by 
his parents, Uncle Bill (Lila), 
Aunt Ethel and sister, Viola 
Mae Kanatz. Surviving family 
are wife of 55 years, Evelyn, 
daughter Lauren (Roger) Van 
Maren, four brothers-in-law 
David Kanatz, Douglas (wife 
Chris), Robert (wife Leah), Keith 
and sister-in-law Beth (husband 
Ray), cousins Gail (Eric) Johnson 
and Paul (Susan) Bakken.

Services are to be held at 
the First Presbyterian Church 
in Livermore at 2 p.m. on Sat., 
January 14.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Memo-
rial Fund at First Presbyterian 
Church, Rotary Foundation or 
Lewy Body Dementia Associa-
tion.

Obituary/ Memorium Policies
Obituaries are published in 

The Independent at no charge.
There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries. 
Memorium ads can also be 
placed in The Independent 
when families want to honor 
the memories of their loved 
ones. There is a charge for

 memorium ads, based 
on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to 
editmail@compuserve.com 

to receive information.
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The Foothill High School band headed down Pleasanton's Main 
Street during the annual Band Review Parade Competition in 
Pleasanton in October.

Historian Roy Wells showed East Avenue students how to march 
while carrying a musket. The program was part of East Avenue 
Middle School's study of the American Revolution.

Political signs were part of the Livermore landscape in October as candidates ran for mayor or 
city council.

The Isabel/580 interchange opened to the public six months 
ahead of schedule.

The annual Pleasanton Holiday Parade included a variety of entries. The festivities also included 
a tree lighting ceremony following the parade.

tion. The determination to review 
the guidelines arose following 
the recent approval of a develop-
ment on Old Stanley Blvd. that 
included the demolition of a 103 
year old home.

NOVEMBER 2011
It was announced that Liver-

more had been selected as a finish 
city for the 2012 Amgen Tour 
of California, a  professional 
cycling road race. In 2011, Liver-
more was a start city.

Pleasanton school trustees 
hired a consultant to update the 
district’s school facilities master 
plan. The study was prompted 
by the city’s need to update its 
general plan for residential de-
velopment. The state is requiring 
Pleasanton to identify where its 
fair share of regional housing 
could be accommodated. For the 
city, it means providing enough 
zoning to handle 3000 more 
units. The result of that 3000-unit 
increase for the school district is 
a projected need for one one el-
ementary school, possibly two.

Penrose “Parney” Albright 
was selected as the new direc-
tor of the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. Albright 
joined the Lab in 2009 as the 
Principal Associate Director of 
Global Security, the Lab’s pro-
gram for applying science and 
technology to the nation’s effort 
in counterterrorism, nonprolif-
eration, defense, intelligence 
and energy needs. The appoint-
ment was effective December 1. 
Albright would become the 11th 
director of the Lab since it was 
established in 1952. He would 
replace George Miller.

The Alameda County Trans-
portation Committee (ACTC) 
reached a consensus on asking 
voters to approve an additional 
half-cent sales tax as part of the 
Measure B3 reauthorization. The 
vote on Measure B3 was set for 
November 2012. Projects not 
included in the list would not 
receive funding until the sales tax 
came up again for reauthorization 
in 2041. In a report to ACTC, 
staff stated that the poll to support 
extending and augmenting the 
sales tax grew to 79 percent when 
information was provided about 
projects that could be funded. 
Voters also supported account-
ability measures, such as citizen 
oversight, audits and regular vot-
er review of expenditure plans. 
Legislation authored by Assem-
blymember Bob Wieckowski 
(D-Fremont) provided Alameda 
County the one-time chance to 
put a November 2012 measure 
on the ballot to fund transporta-
tion infrastructure improvements 
asking for a half cent increase in 
the current sales tax. 

The latest campaign financial 
filings showed that among the 
candidates, Marshall Kamena 
was far ahead in donations with 
a total of $20,848 to date. Of the 
two groups reporting, Friends of 
Livermore had collected more 
than Keep BART on 580. Other 
council candidates: Stewart Gary 
received $3757 in donations, 
for a total of $9681.25. Laureen 
Turner reported $2000 in cash 
and $2190 in nonmonetary do-
nations added to her last report 
of $4967 bring her to a total 
of $9157. Bobby Dale Burger 
received $1100 for a total of 
$3655. In the race for mayor, 
John Marchand reported $3100 
in cash for a total of $9565. Bar-
bara Hickman received $2465 
in donations for a total of $7759 
to date. Minuete McKernan’s 
donations include $1620 in cash 
and $250 in nonmonetary con-
tributions for a total of $4370. 
Friends of Livermore collected 

$58,326 in cash and nonmonetary 
donations for a total of $102,396 
to date. Keep BART on 580 re-
ceived $675 in cash and a total of 
$11,271 for the campaign.

Following an election cam-
paign that pitted candidates sup-
ported by Friends of Livermore 
against those endorsed by Keep 
BART on 580, John Marchand 
was chosen as the new mayor; 
Laureen Turner and Stewart 
Gary were elected to the council. 
Marchand and Gary were en-
dorsed by Friends of Livermore; 
Turner by the 580 group. 

The City of Pleasanton ended 
the 2010 fiscal year with an 
excess of close to $3.5 million 
in its operating budget. The city 
council designated the money 
for a variety of uses. Most of the 
money went into funds designed 
to create fiscal sustainability for 
the city.

It was announced that the new 
Isabel Avenue Interchange would 
open to traffic in time for the 
morning commute on Wednes-
day, November 16, six months 
ahead of the originally scheduled 
spring 2012 opening.

The cities of Livermore and 
Dublin, working in conjunction 
with Alameda County, were di-
rected by LAFCO to create a plan 
for Doolan Canyon acceptable 
to all parties. Doolan Canyon is 
situated between Livermore and 
Dublin. Livermore would like to 
retain the area as an open space 
buffer between the two cities. 
Dublin has received a proposal 
for up to 1990 units of senior 
housing by Pacific Union. In a 
parallel effort to discussions re-
garding Doolan Canyon, LAFCO 
would prepare a proposal to al-
low sphere of influence to be used 
as a way to protect open space. 
Currently, the agency’s policy 
does not specifically include that 
option. 

The Livermore City Council 
selected Marc Roberts to replace 
Linda Barton as Livermore City 
Manager. Barton announced her 
retirement earlier this year after 
serving ten years as Livermore’s 
City Manager. Roberts’s first day 
as city manager will be January 
3, 2012. During his tenure with 
the city, Roberts was the project 
manager for the development 
of the South Livermore Valley 
Specific Plan, a program that 
helped revitalize Livermore’s 
wine country and won a national 
planning award. He also guided 
the effort to streamline the en-
titlement process that resulted 
in the development of the City’s 
One-Stop Permit Center in 1997. 
Roberts led the team that wrote 
and implemented the Downtown 
Specific Plan.

The dedication of a new work 
of art took place at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton. Gary 
and Nancy Harrington commis-
sioned the optic crystal bell, 
known as the “Firehouse Crystal 
Bell” and donated it to the city 
through the Harrington Art Part-
nership. The bell is situated in 
the lobby of the Firehouse Arts 
Center. It took nearly two years 
to complete the 400 pound crystal 
bell. It contains more than 8000 
pieces. 

Chevron Energy Solutions 
Company is to work with the City 
of Livermore on a demonstration 
project using LED lights. The 
lights are made by BridgeLux, a 
Livermore firm. Chevron ES is 
also to conduct an integrated en-
ergy assessment of city buildings 
and facilities to identify potential 
energy conservation measures 
that would save the city money. 
The cost of the assessment is 
capped at $55,000. The fee would 
only be paid if the city did not 
proceed with suggested energy 

efficiency improvements.
The Livermore Board of Edu-

cation discussed options for high 
school athletics, which included 
contributing from the general 
fund, eliminating sports, chang-
ing to an intramural program, 
being adopted by a star athlete 
alumnus, and seeking a business 
sponsor, another parcel tax, or 
more community donations. The 
District has steadily reduced the 
amount of funding for high school 
athletics over the last few years. 
Last spring, all funding for high 
school athletics was eliminated. 
In response to the reductions, 
parents were asked to contribute 
a “fair share” donation per stu-
dent per sport. The athletics pro-
grams at Livermore and Granada 
High Schools cost approximately 
$580,000 at each site. Currently, 
the majority of the funding comes 
from voluntary donations.

The Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory’s Industrial 
Partnership Office launched a new 
program intended to meet the 
rapidly rising number of requests 
for nondisclosure and mate-
rial transfer agreements, letters 
of support, cooperative research 
and development agreements and 
license agreements. The program 
intends to accelerate the rate of 
technology transfer out of the 
Lab and into business. The Lab 
is partnering with the Keiretsu 
Forum, the world’s largest net-
work of angel capital investors 
in the world, to recruit investors 
who want to return to their roots 
as successful entrepreneurs and 
explore technologies from the 
National Laboratory.

Livermore residents and their 
supporters made a case to include 
$400 million for a BART exten-
sion and an Isabel Avenue station 
on the list of projects to be funded 
in Measure B3. There was opposi-
tion from backers of other trans-
portation projects in north and 
central county at a meeting of the 
Alameda County Transportation 
Commission (ACTC) steering 
committee. A vote is scheduled 
on the Measure in November 
2012. If voters respond with the 
necessary two-thirds approval, the 
current one-half percent sales tax 
that goes to pay for transportation 
projects all over Alameda County 
would be raised to 1 percent.

DECEMBER 2011
An anthropologist who has 

studied the Livermore and Los 
Alamos weapons laboratories 
over the past quarter-century 
concluded that the big national 
labs have been profoundly and 
perhaps permanently damaged 
by politicians and other leaders 
who do not understand science 
and who interpreted individual 
misdeeds as signs of systemic 
failure. The for-profit contract 
system recently put in place with 
the professed intention of improv-
ing the performance of the labs 
has instead hurt morale and under-
mined their nationally important 
capabilities, in the view of Hugh 
Gusterson, the anthropologist. 
The article pointed out that for-
profit management meant that less 
support was available for research 
because the new organization had 
to pay taxes. He cites statistics 
indicating that a key indicator of 
productivity, the publication of 
peer-reviewed articles by Liver-
more scientists, “fell from 1,400 
in 2005 to about 800 in 2010.” 
Overall, the labs faced reduced 
productivity at higher cost. 

The Livermore City Council 
voted to appoint a replacement 
to the council seat vacated by 
John Marchand, who was elected 
mayor in November.

The California Supreme Court 
ruled that an implied contract may 
exist requiring a public agency 
to continue providing benefits 
to its retirees even when there is 
no written document explicitly 
promising the benefits. The ruling 
was encouraging to the University 
of California Livermore Retiree 
Group, which claimed that the 
University of California has just 
that kind of implicit obligation 
to provide them the same health 
benefits that it offers active em-
ployees and campus retirees. 
The ruling did not mean that the 
Orange County retirees receive 
their benefits. They can proceed in 
federal court to try to demonstrate 
the implicit contract in their spe-
cific instance. That will also be the 
challenge for Livermore retirees. 
However, at least they should now 
get the chance to make their case, 

YEAR END

said Joe Requa, head of the UC 
Livermore Retiree Group. 

The International Union of 
Pure and Applied Chemistry rec-
ommended livermorium (sym-
bol Lv) as the name of element 
116, a short-lived superheavy 
element created on the U400 
cyclotron at the Russian labora-
tory, which is located north of 
Moscow. The proposal reflects 
years of ground-breaking phys-
ics and chemistry collaboration 
between Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory and the 
Flerov Laboratory of Nuclear 
Reactions in Russia.

Sand County Foundation, 
the California Farm Bureau 
Federation and Sustainable Con-
servation selected Sunol rancher 
Tim Koopmann as the 2011 
recipient of the Leopold Conser-
vation Award in California. The 
$10,000 Leopold Conservation 
Award is named in honor of 
world-renowned conservationist 
Aldo Leopold. The award is pre-
sented annually in eight states to 
private landowners who practice 
exemplary land stewardship and 
management. Tim Koopmann is 
a third-generation rancher who 
owns and operates an 850-acre 
cow-calf operation in Sunol. The 
family has lived and worked 
on the property since 1918. 
Koopmann’s effective manage-
ment practices have improved 
the soil and wildlife populations 
on his land. 

A 103-year-old craftsman-
style bungalow set to be de-
molished to make way for a 
13-home development on Old 
Stanley Boulevard may have 
gotten a reprieve. Paul Martin, 
speaking for Donato Builders 
Inc., the developer, met with 
Linda Garbarino, a member of 
the Pleasanton Heritage As-
sociation, to discuss the future 
of the home. “We realized that 
we had a lot in common. After 
some thought, we came up with 
the idea to find an alternative site 
for the home rather than tear it 
down.”

The Alameda County Waste 
Management Authority (AC-
WMA) developed an Environ-
mental Impact Report for two 
ordinances designed to help 
the county achieve its long-
term waste reduction goals. 
One ordinance would require 
recycling of certain materials 
by larger businesses and multi-
family properties. The second 
proposed ordinance prohibits 
distribution of single-use bags 

at check out for many retailers. 
Both ordinances were included 
as long-term waste reduction 
strategies in StopWaste.Org’s 
Strategic Plan, adopted by the 
ACWMA and Alameda County 
Source Reduction and Recycling 
boards in July, 2010.

Livermore native Sandy 
Draghi and boyfriend Jeremy 
Cline of Alamo were one of the 
final three teams in Season 19 of 
The Amazing Race. To reach the 
finals, they planted hundreds of 
rice seedlings in Indonesia, rode 
an elephant in Thailand, churned 
butter in Denmark, and competed 
in a bodybuilding competition in 
Germany. 

A court settlement stopped 
CalTrans from further work on 
the first phase of its Niles Canyon 
Road improvements. The deci-
sion required the agency to return 
the road to its original condition. 
The settlement came six months 
after the Alameda Creek Alliance 
(ACA) filed suit against CalTrans 
over the project. The lawsuit 
cited negative environmental 
impacts on nearby trout habitat 
and claimed lack of notice by 
CalTrans before it began the 
project.

The amount of property pro-
posed to be rezoned to accom-
modate high density housing in 
Pleasanton was narrowed to 73 
acres during a workshop. The city 
is required to rezone property for 
housing to accommodate all in-
come levels as part of a litigation 
settlement with Urban Habitat 
and the State of California. The 
city is in the process of selecting 
sites to rezone to accommodate 
2300 affordable housing units. 
The rezoning proposals are in-
cluded in the draft update of the 
city’s Housing Element. Urban 
Habitat had sued the city and 
won in regard to its complaints 
that Pleasanton’s 29,000 housing 
cap prevented Pleasanton from 
providing its share of the area’s 
affordable housing. The courts 
agreed with Urban Habitat and 
ordered Pleasanton to remove 
the cap. Under the settlement, 
the final Housing Element must 
be approved by mid-February 
2012. 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory announced plans to 
expand the Tri-Valley Science 
and Engineering Fair (TVSEF) 
countywide. Intel, the sponsor 
of the fair, has worked with the 
Laboratory and the community 
to create an Alameda County 

Science and Engineering Fair 
(ACSEF), to be held March 20-
22, 2012 at Chabot College in 
Hayward.

Planning Commissioner Bob 
Woerner was the unanimous 
selection to fill a vacant seat 
on the Livermore City Council. 
The seat became available when 
councilmember John Marchand 
was elected mayor in November. 
Woerner was chosen from five 
finalists selected for interviews 
from a field of twenty applicants. 
Other finalists were Kathy Street-
er, David Furst, Darryl West and 
Todd Storti. Woerner is employed 
by Pacific Gas & Electric as a 
senior director where he oversees 
1,300 employees and manages 
an annual budget of $182 mil-
lion. He worked at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
as a physicist, managing and 
directing experimental teams and 
facilities in laser fusion and laser 
isotope separation programs. His 
education includes an MBA in 
finance from UC Berkeley, where 
he finished first in his class of 
1984. He earned a Ph.D. in phys-
ics from MIT.

The U.S. Department of En-
ergy announced that it would 
bid the management contract for 
Sandia National Laboratories 
competitively in 2013. Sandia 
has two locations, one in New 
Mexico, the other in Livermore. 
The contract has been held con-
tinuously by a subsidiary of 
Lockheed Martin Corp. since 
1993. Competition means that 
other organizations may seek to 
take over the contract.

Both the Livermore School 
Board and Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District Board 
of Directors voted to appoint new 
members, rather than hold elec-
tions. The opening on the school 
board arose after Stewart Gary 
was elected to the city council 
in November. Laureen Turner, 
a member of the LARPD board, 
was also elected to the council, 
leaving her seat vacant.

After a one year successful 
trial period, the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors voted to make 
an off leash dog park permanent. 
It is located on a site called The 
Meadows in Robert Livermore 
Park. Director Maryalice Faltings 
noted, “This is not just another 
dog park. It is an open space 
dog park.”
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 458977

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Planet Hire, 769 
Vinci Way, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Ron Zimmerman, 769 Vinci 
Way, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Ron Zimmerman, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 5, 2011. Ex-
pires December 5, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3138. Published  December 
15, 22, 29, 2011, January 
5, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 459122
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Life Abundant, 
1991 Santa Rita Rd, Suite 
I, Pleasanton, CA  94566, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Life Abundant LLC, 1991 
Santa Rita Rd, Ste I, Pleas-
anton, CA  94566
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 11/1/11.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Ginger Huizar, Manager
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 9, 2011. Ex-
pires December 9, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3140. Published  December 
15, 22, 29, 2011 and January 
5, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 459004
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Lala’s Cheer 
Bowtique, 741 South  I  Street, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
(1)Nancy Knab, 741 South  I  
Street, Livermore, CA  94550 
(2)Linda Montoya, 4708 Kim-
berly Commons, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted by 
a General partnership
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/1/11.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Nancy Knab, Owner/
Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 6, 2011. Ex-
pires December 6, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3143. Published  December 
22, 29, 2011, January 5, 
12, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 458011
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: (1)Ken Ball 
Design & Illustration (2)Fig-
urehead Gallery, 2222  2nd  
St, Suite 21, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Whyte Ball LLC, 1224 Lillian 
St, Livermore, CA  94550 
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/1/11.
Signature of Registrants:s/: 
Ken Ball, Managing Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 3, 2011. Ex-
pires November 3, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3145. Published  December 
22, 29, 2011, January 5, 
12, 2012.

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO                              

ADMINISTER ESTATE 
OF:                                       

   DEBORAH A. deKNOOP-
GRAVES

 Case No. RP11607836
1.To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent credi-
tors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 
will or estate, or both, of:
DEBORAH A. deKNOOP-

GRAVES, aka DEBO-
RAH A. GRAVES, aka 

DEBORAH GRAVES, aka 
DEBORAH A. deKNOOP

2.A Petition for Probate 
has been filed by: RICHARD 
deKNOOP in the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of Alameda 
3.The Petition for Probate 
requests that: RICHARD 
deKNOOP be appointed as 
personal representative to 
administer the estate of the 
decedent.
4.The petition requests the 
decedent’s will and codicils, 
if any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in 
the file kept by the court.
5.The petition  requests au-
thority to administer the es-
tate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative 
to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, 
the personal representative 
will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent 
administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should 

not grant the authority.
6.A Hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows:
Date: 01/24/2012
TIME: 9:30 AM  DEPT: 201 
at:
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, County of 
Alameda
2120 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Way
Berkeley, CA 94704 
Berkeley Probate Court, 
Berkeley Courthouse
7.If you object to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file 
written objections with the 
court before the hearing. Your 
appearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.
8.If you are a creditor or a 
contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the 
court within four months from 
the date of first issuance of 
letters as provided in Probate 
Code section 9100. The time 
for filing claims will not expire 
before four months from the 
hearing date noticed above.
9.You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you are 
a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special 
Notice (Form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the 
court clerk.
10.Attorney for Petitioner: 
Edward E. Hawkins
103 Providence Mine Rd.
Suite 102
Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 265-3952
The Independent Legal No. 
3146. Published December 
22, 29, 2011, January 5, 
2012

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 455301
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Jan Mor Svs, 
5747 N. Vasco Rd., Liver-
more, CA  94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Janet Sue Moorehead, 5747 
N. Vasco Rd., Livermore, 
CA  94551
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 01/04/2007.
Signature of Registrants:s/: 
Janet Sue Moorehead
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 18, 2011. Expires 
August 18, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3147. Published  December 
22, 29, 2011, January 5, 
12, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 459062
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Pro-Tech Main-
tenance and Repair, 7921 
Firebrand Dr., Dublin, CA  
94568, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
David C. Turk, 7921 Firebrand 
Dr., Dublin, CA  94568
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 8/8/1989.
Signature of Registrants:s/: 
David C. Turk
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 7, 2011. Ex-
pires December 7, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3148. Published  December 
22, 29, 2011, January 5, 
12, 2012.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 458458
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: US Legal 
Hotline, 1067 Serpentine 
Ln, Pleasanton, CA  94566, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
LMA Productions LLC, 1067 
Serpentine Ln, Pleasanton, 
CA  94566
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:s/: 
Doug Mann, Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 17, 2011. Ex-
pires November 17, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3149. Published  December 
22, 29, 2011, January 5, 
12, 2012.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
 Case No. HG11608881
SUPERIOR COURT OF

CALIFORNIA,
COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
TO ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS:
1.Petitioner:
Lauren Jessica Hamann filed 

a petition
with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
Present Name:
Lauren Jessica Hamann
Proposed Name:
Lauren Jessica Elmer
2.THE COURT ORDERS 
that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this 
court
at the hearing indicated be-
low
to show cause, if any, why 
the
petition for change of name
should not be granted. Any
person object ing to the 
name
changes described above
must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two 
court
days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and
must appear at the hear-
ing to
show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely 
filed,
the court may grant the peti-
tion without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
a.  Date: 02/03/2012

Time:    8:45 AM   Dept:   
504

b. The address of the 
court is:

24405 Amador Street, 
Hayward, CA  94544 

Hayward Hall of Justice
3.a. A copy of  this Order To

Show Cause shall be pub-
lished at least once each 
week
for four successive weeks 
prior
to the date set for hearing on
the petition in the following
newspaper of general circu-
lation, printed in this county.
The Independent
Dated: December 19, 2011
/s/: D. Clemons
Deputy, Clerk of the Superior 
Court
The Independent Legal No.
3150. 
Published December 29, 2011 
January 5, 12, 19, 2012.
al No. 3151

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 459176
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Jacketback 
Embroidery and Jackets, 
2456 Armstrong Street, Liver-
more, CA  94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
CMCG LLC, 671 Village Dr., 
Galt, CA  95632
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 11/28/2011.
Signature of Registrants:s/: 
Chester R. Gould - Managing 
Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 12, 2011. Ex-
pires December 12, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3153. Published  December 

29, 2011, January 5, 12, 
19, 2012.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at   
925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days. Saturdays from  9:30 
am to 1:00 pm, dogs and cats 
are available atthe Pleasan-
ton Farmers Market at W. 
Angela and First Streets. 
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dub-
lin noon to 4 and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
1 to 4. Sundays, cats are at 
Petsmart in Dublin 1 to 4, and 
PetCo in San Ramon 11 to 3.     
TVAR at  (925) 803-7043  
website at www.tvar.org

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors 
Wanted,  Senior  Home 
Health Care. Must have ex-
perience. Senior Solutions, 
Inc 925-443-3101

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  A  
CLASSIFIED AD

call  925-243-8000 

MERCHANDISE
127) LOST/ FOUND

LOST
Red Poinsettia Clip 

Earring Lost downtown 
Livermore, Friday 12/16. 

If found, please call 
(925)447-1762.

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State Li-
cense Board. State law also 

requires that contractors in-
clude their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or
 800-321-CSLB (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state 
in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley Publishing 

Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 

prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

Low Valley Housing 
Inventory Challenging 

for Home Buyers
By Kelly DeYoreo

If you’ve been in the market to purchase a home or invest-
ment property, you may have already discovered a somewhat 
unexpected fact: that available housing inventory in the tri-valley 
is surprisingly low.

While prices in 2011 have stayed relatively steady, with slight 
declines in some geographic areas and price ranges, and increases 
in others, the number of homes sold has increased over 2010.  

Average 30-year fixed rate mortgages in the United States 
ended the year at 3.95%.  These low interest rates, combined 
with reduced listing prices and the reality of rising rents, have 
motivated many buyers to decide now is a good time to buy.  

According to the California Association of Realtors, Novem-
ber 2011 marked the seventh consecutive month that statewide 
pending sales rose from the previous year.

In addition to increasing buyer activity, fewer homes are 
coming on the market, which is another cause of the relatively 
low number of homes for sale.

Livermore
In late December 2005, during the last housing boom, there 

were 169 single family homes offered for sale in Livermore.  In 
December 2006, this number had risen to 265, and by December 
2007, there were 392 homes for sale.  

By the end of 2008, the number of houses for sale had declined 
to 291, and in December 2009, only 129 single family homes 
were for sale in Livermore.

December 2010 showed 201 homes available for sale, and at 
the end of 2011, there were 145 Livermore homes on the market, 
about 14 percent fewer than in December 2005.

Dublin
December 2005 saw 36 single family homes for sale in Dublin.  

By the end of 2006, this number had more than doubled, to 73.
By December 2007, 124 homes were available for sale in 

Dublin, and as 2008 came to a close, that number had declined 
to 95 homes for sale.

A year ago, at the end of December 2010, there were 75 homes 
for sale in Dublin.  As of December 2011, that number is now 
down to 36, exactly the same as in December 2005.

Pleasanton
In December 2005, in the midst of a brisk housing market, 

Pleasanton’s single family homes for sale numbered 94.  By the 
end of 2006, there were 150 homes for sale.

December 2007, there were 136 homes on the market, and by 
late 2008, that number had risen to 180 for sale.  At the end of 
2009, 90 homes were on the market in Pleasanton.

Last year, in December 2010, there were 130 homes on the 
market.  On December 31, 2011, only 78 single family homes 
were for sale in Pleasanton, or 17% less than in December 2005, 
when housing inventories were already relatively low.

Nationwide
Across the country, many buyers are encountering the same 

difficulty.  According to the Wall Street Journal, “the number of 
homes listed for sale in the U.S. fell for the sixth straight month 
in November to the lowest level since the housing bust began 
in 2006.”

“The 2.01 million homes listed for sale was down by 4.8 
percent from October and by 21.3 percent from one year ago.  
Inventories were down in all but one of the 30 major metro areas 
during November, with an increase of 1.5 percent reported in New 
York. The largest declines were reported in Seattle (-10.7 per-
cent), San Francisco (-9.4 percent) and Boston (-8.4 percent).”

While visible inventories are down sharply in many markets 
from one year ago, it’s not clear whether that is helping housing 
markets because many buyers have been complaining for months 
about a lack of attractive supply.

“I have a lot of buyers in a lot of different price ranges,” says 
Coldwell Banker broker, Justin Knoll. “The truth is, there is not 
a lot of great stuff out there. Part of the issue is that a lot of the 
standing inventory is junk. It’s stunning how fast homes that have 
real value sell, homes that show well and are priced right.”

In many areas, about half of the current sales are “distressed 
sales;” in other words, foreclosures or short sales.  Many hom-
eowners who are not in distress, or who don’t have to sell due 
to job relocation or changing housing needs, are reluctant to sell 
their homes at today’s lower prices.

While many buyers, especially first-time buyers, may see cur-
rent market conditions as a once-in-a-lifetime buying opportunity, 
many sellers are less motivated to list their homes, sitting on the 
sidelines and waiting for a price recovery.

It’s difficult to predict what will happen to housing invento-
ries over the next year.  They could remain at low levels, with 
limited choices for buyers.  The lack of housing supply could 
cause prices to rise, as more buyers compete for fewer choices.  
Or, inventories could rise in the coming year if banks begin to 
become more proactive and aggressive in moving properties 
through the foreclosure process.

For detailed information on market conditions, available 
homes, and property values in your neighborhood, contact your 
local Realtor.

Kelly DeYoreo is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore
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Pictured are (from left) Cynthia Chen, Cherri Wang, Emily Lu, Selina Lao, Kevin Zhuang, Chris 
Wen, Caleb Wang, Kevin Yang, and Luke Zhang.

was 7 years old. Her mother, 
Teikeshia, said that her daugh-
ter would go with her and her 
husband, Scott, to a church in 
Richmond, and a homeless shel-
ter there. Raven helped the kids 
at the shelter with their music 
and art.

When Raven was older, she 
took aside one girl, and worked 
with her to help her discover 
herself, a kind of “makeover from 
the inside out,” she said.

Raven has averaged 185 hours 
of community service each year 
for the past three years. Much of 
her volunteerism has been with 
Kids Against Hunger in Pleasan-
ton. The non-profit group pack-
ages donated food for shipment 
to nations such as Haiti  to try 
to save children who otherwise 
would die of starvation.

In the National American 
Miss contest, Raven competed 
against 140 or so girls at the ini-
tial regional call for contestants 
in Walnut Creek last spring. In 
July, she was chosen the state 
winner from among 130 contes-
tants in Santa Clara.

The contest’s national level 
was an eye-opener for Raven. 
“When you are in the nationals, 
you are with some of best girls 
in the U.S., who are so smart, so 
talented. It made me work harder 
in every aspect in my life, in 
sports and in extracurriculars,” 
she said.

Like any other beauty contest 
winner, Raven was excited about 
the whole process. She never 
dreamed she would emerge the 
national winner. She said would 
not have been disappointed if she 

had been eliminated somewhere 
along the way.

“I was excited, and interested 
in meeting other girls. When I 
went there, I tried to do my best.  
Knowing I did the best I could, 
I was not nervous at all,” said 
Raven.

In the talent contest at the 
pageant, Raven sang “Man of La 
Mancha,” something she already 
had sung at Amador, where she 
performs with the chamber choir. 
She received a good reception for 
her performance, which buoys 
her feelings about someday being 
involved in theater.

It’s too early in her academic 
career to settle on a college major 
or future profession. Right now 
Raven likes the idea of becoming 
a talk show host or broadcaster. 

She will have public speaking 
opportunities as part of her title. 

She will travel to Las Vegas to 
present a talk at the Miss America 
contest. This summer she will 
appear at some of the National 
American Miss state contests to 
mentor contestants.

An important public speaking 
topic for Raven is the raising of 
girls’ self-esteem. It has been her 
focus in mentoring other girls. 
She has worked on self-esteem 
for herself, as well. She found 
that taking on volunteer work is 
one of the best ways to elevate 
self-esteem. 

Raven’s memories of win-
ning the contest are still vivid. 
Asked what it was like to hear her 
name called as the winner, Raven 
said, “I can’t even explain it. It 
was a feeling about achieving. I 
worked for such a long time. It’s 
a memory I’ll never forget. To be 
national title holder is so huge, I 
was ecstatic.”

PAGEANT
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Pleasanton resident Amy Liu 
and her son Chris Wen have 
started a drive to raise funds to 
help poor children in China to be 
able to attend school.

Liu is principal of a Pleasanton 
private school sponsored by the 
Chinese American Cooperation 
Council (CACC).

The school meets only four 
hours on Sundays, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Amador Valley High 
School. There are 1000 students 
enrolled.

The students, ranging from 
pre-kindergarteners to high 
school seniors, study the Chinese 
language and learn about Chinese 
culture. They come from the Tri-
Valley and a little beyond.

Most of the students are of 
Chinese descent. However, ev-
eryone is welcome. At the high 
school level, gaining competence 
in Chinese can count as advanced 
placement credits for enrollment 
at the University of California.

Liu and her family visited her 
native city in China last year. 
They saw the need for helping 
local children attend school. 

“These are very low income 
kids. They don’t have to pay 
(tuition), but they are so poor that 
they do require living expenses. 
There is a need for books, and 
for food. Some kids have to 
quit school and go to work,” 
explained Liu.

Our goal is to make sure they 
can go to school. Eighty dollars 
can pay for one elementary and 
one middle school student for a 
year. Chris was saying that we 
take so much for granted (in the 
United States about money).

Chris was one of approximate-
ly 50 students from the Chinese 
school who spent time on a fund-
raiser project at Great America. 
There was an assortment of 
Chinese lanterns on display at 
the amusement park. These are 
not the kind of lanterns hung in 
houses, but outdoor designs that 
are as long as 100 feet. 

The students and 30 adult 
volunteers served as tour guides 
for the lantern display. Ticket 
revenue went to the China schol-
arship fund. The CACC hopes 
to organize more fund-raisers 
through the year.

Separate from the fund-rais-
ers, two events open to the com-
munity will be a gala on Jan. 28 
at the Amador Theater, and a 
Chinese carnival on Feb. 18 at 
Hart Middle School.

The gala will feature dance 
and music in Mandarin Chinese. 
Some of the performers will 
come from the school’s dance 
classes for children and adults. 
Other performers will be from 
the community and from around 
the Bay Area. Tickets are $10 
and $15, depending on seat 
location.

The carnival is free. There 

will be food, games and dis-
plays showing what some of 
the school’s classes accomplish. 
“It’s an informal opportunity for 
people to see our school. We are 
all very busy, so it’s a chance to 
get together,” said Liu.

The carnival can be a good 
introduction to the whole com-
munity about the school, said 
Liu. “In light of budget cuts, we 
have one of the good resources 
for the community,” she said.

For more information, Liu 
may be reached at cs@caccusa.
org.

Chinese School Raising 
Funds for Students in Homeland
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The Livermore Public Library's 
sixth annual Livermore Reads To-
gether community-wide reading 
program will feature John Hersey’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book A Bell 
for Adano. The story takes place in 
Italy during World War II. 

The community of Livermore 
is encouraged to read A Bell for 
Adano. A schedule of free events 
related to World War II, Italian 
culture, music, and the legacy of 
John Hersey will be offered at the 
library during the month of Febru-
ary 2012.  The Kick Off event for 
Livermore Reads Together 2012 
will be held Sunday, January 22 at 
the Livermore Public Library start-
ing at 2 p.m. The featured speaker 
will be Michael Krasny, host of 
KQED’s Forum.

John Hersey described his type 
of fiction as “the novel of contem-
porary history.” It is an apt descrip-
tion for A Bell for Adano, because 
it took Hersey just three weeks in 
September of 1943 to transform 
a Life magazine article he had 
written into his debut novel. Each 
person mentioned in the article be-
came a character in the novel. Each 
incident he reported became a plot 
point. Hersey added a character 
based on General Patton, changed 
the name of the town, and created 
the central motif of the village bell. 
A Bell for Adano was published on 
February 7, 1944.

A Bell for Adano tells the story 
of Major Victor Joppolo, the leader 
of the American military govern-
ment in the Sicilian village of 
Adano after World War II. Upon 
arriving in Adano, Joppolo learns 
that the townspeople miss the bell 
from their belltower perhaps more 

than they miss basic provisions and 
a reliable infrastructure. The fas-
cists removed the bell and melted 
it down to make rifle barrels during 
the war. Major Joppolo promises 
to replace it and solve the town’s 
other problems, but his approach 
conflicts with the military objec-
tives of his superior, General Mar-
vin. In his depiction of the clash 
between Joppolo’s humanistic in-
tentions and Marvin’s bureaucratic 
methods, Hersey examines cross-
cultural conflict and considers the 
challenges and ultimate goals of 
nation building.

Book discussion clubs are 
invited to select A Bell for Adano 
as the book choice for February.  
Book club kits, available for check 
out, include copies of the book, 
discussion questions and tips for 
leading book discussions.

Future events include the fol-
lowing (events are held at the 
Civic Center Library unless noted 
otherwise):

January 22, 2pm.  Kick Off 
Event.  Michael Krasny, host of 
KQED’s popular talk show Forum, 
will kick off Livermore Reads To-
gether 2012 by presenting his mus-
ings on John 
Hersey’s 
Pulitzer 
Prize-
win-
ning 

novel A Bell for Adano.  Seating 
is limited and available on a first 
come, first served basis.

February 3, 7-9pm at The Barn, 
3131 Pacific Avenue in Livermore.  
USO Dance: Music of the 1940s.  
The Royal Society Jazz Orchestra 
will recapture the excitement and 
fascination of the USO Dance 
era.  Enjoy the music of the 1940s 

and join us on the dance floor as 
award-winning swing dance in-
structors Jean & Bromley turn us 
all into smooth “rug cutters” (good 
dancers)!

February 4, 10:30am.  The 
Joy of Handbells – A Family 
Program.  The Alleluia Ringers 
of Our Savior Lutheran Ministries 
will be performing handbell music.  

This group of 5th through 8th grad-
ers will play a number of handbell 
pieces, explain how handbells are 
made and played, and share a little 
of their history.  This program is 
for children ages 4 and older and 
their families.

February 7, 7pm.  The Italian 
Heart of a California Cook.  Vio-
la Buitoni, a descendant of the well 
known pasta dynasty and an Italian 
food educator in San Francisco, 
will talk about her family history, 
how her heritage shaped her love 
for cooking and how to best marry 
the bounty of California to a classic 
Italian pantry to create delicious, 
healthy seasonal food.  

February 9, 1:30pm.  Armchair 
Travelers: Sicily and the Amalfi 
Coast with Dale Schauer.  Experi-
ence the highlights of Sicily, a land 
that has been shaped by the Greeks, 
the Romans, and the Arabs from 
nearby Africa before the Normans 
drove out the Arabs and formed the 
kingdom of Sicily. Then move on 
to the scenic Amalfi coast south of 
Naples and visit ruins of the Greek 
and Roman civilization. 

February 9, 7pm.  The Legacy 
of World War II in the Bay Area.  
Join National Park historian Ste-
phen Haller for a discussion of the 
Bay Area during World War II and 
a virtual tour of great places to visit 
that will bring you back in time 
and evoke the history and feeling 
of the period.

February 11, 10:30am.  Sing, 
Ring, Listen and Paint – A Chil-
dren’s Program.  Come join in a 
storytime about bells, sing about 
bells and ring bells—and before 
you leave, help paint large bells 
provided by Café Art which will 
be placed on display in the Library!   
Bells and take-home crafts pro-
vided courtesy of Amelia Escutia 
and Café Art.  

February 11, 12 noon at The 
Vine Cinema, 1722 First St. in 
Livemore.  Classic Movie Screen-
ing - The Secret of Santa Vittoria.  
A free showing at the Vine Cinema.  
Nominated for 2 Academy Awards 
and winner of a Golden Globe for 
comedy, The Secret of Santa Vit-
toria is a battle of wits between 

Full Schedule of Programs Planned Around 
Livermore Reads Together 

Michael Krasny will be the guest speaker for 
the kick-off of the reading program. The book 
selected is "A Bell for Adano."

(continued on page 6)
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The Firehouse Arts Center’s Harrington Gallery will host the Blue 
Bay Press exhibit, Eloquence in Printmaking, January 19-February 18, 
2012. 

The Firehouse Arts Center is located at 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
downtown Pleasanton.

An artists’ reception will take place on Thursday, January 19, 2012, 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

This exhibit will include several styles of printmaking —etching, 
monotype, chine colle, and woodblock on such surfaces as handmade 
paper, canvas, and others. It will also include a small collection of marble 
sculptures created by Blue Bay Press founder, Maj-Britt Hilstrom. 

The exhibit includes the work of Hilstrom, Joan Finton, Virginia 
Munroe, Katie Leong and Ellen Yamada Tzvetin who work regularly 
at Hilstrom’s El Cerrito studio.  Beginning in 1982 with the more tra-
ditional monotypes on paper, the artists have expanded their range and 
versatility by printing on silk, canvas, leather and aluminum, stretching 
the boundaries of printmaking. They have had numerous exhibitions 
of their work, both individually and as a group. Their work is widely 
collected nationally and internationally. 

Maj-Britt Hilstrom studied at the Art Institute of Chicago, at the 
Yoshida Hanga Academy in Tokyo and at the Marble Institute in Pietra 
Santa, Italy.  Her print expresses her concern for protection against over-
fishing and for water conservation. Her works have been shown and are 
represented in collections around the world, including Adobe Systems, 
Bank of Hawaii, Kaiser Permanente and Deloitte & Touche LLP.  

Joan Finton was educated at Vassar College and Syracuse University, 
where she received an MFA in Painting. She has taught art in New York 
City schools, at her Berkeley, Calif. studio, and in San Francisco Bay 
Area institutions for older, infirm and developmentally-disabled adults. 
Her monotypes and etchings have been influenced by nature, music, and 
purely abstract concerns. 

Virginia Munroe is a native of Ferndale, Michigan and has her 
work in many individual and corporate collections. She considers her 
abstract monotypes a way of communicating using color as emotional 
language.  She stated, “The spontaneity and the surprise from the plate 
to the original print is a unique thrill.”  

Katie Leong is from Stamford, Texas and studied at the Art Institute 
of Chicago, among others. She has had an extensive teaching career. 
Leong says she is especially drawn to the forms of nature.

Ellen Yamada Tzvetin was born in Seattle, Wash. and spent part of 
her childhood in the Minidoka Japanese Internment Camp in Idaho. She 
studied at the University of Washington, Seattle, and exhibits extensively 
in Northern California. Tzvetin is a member of the California Society 
of Printmakers and San Francisco Asian American Women Artists. Her 
abstract monotypes reflect her interest in the play of light on various 
materials achieved through layering of inks of different viscosities.  

Admission to both the reception and exhibit is free. Donations are 
appreciated. Harrington Gallery hours are Wednesday-Friday 12:00 
noon-5:00 p.m., Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., for one hour prior to 
each Firehouse Arts Center performance and during intermission.

Call (925) 931-4849 for more information or visit the Firehouse Arts 
Center website, www.firehousearts.org.

 

The Livermore Public Library 
invites teens to participate in the 
2012 Teen Art Exposition and 
Contest.  The Friends of the Liver-
more Public Library are sponsor-
ing this unique opportunity for 
teens to share their artistic talent 
with local artists and the citizens 
of Livermore. 

Livermore residents in the sixth 
through twelfth grades are encour-
aged to submit a piece of original 
art.  Works eligible for this exhibit 
are limited to visual media includ-
ing painting, sculpture, photogra-
phy, textiles and collage.  Entries 
will be accepted Thursday, March 
1, 2012, through Friday, March 30, 

2012, at the Civic Center Library. 
The first five entrants will each 
receive a $10.00 gift certificate 
generously donated by Way Up Art 
and Frame in Livermore. 

Teen artwork will be on display 
from April 2 through April 29, 
2012 in the Civic Center Library 
Art Gallery during the library’s 

regular hours.  Artwork will be 
shown as space allows.  On Thurs-
day, April 5, 2012, artwork will be 
judged and ribbons awarded.  

The community is invited to 
attend the Artist’s Reception on 
Tuesday, April 24, 2012 from 
6:30pm to 7:30pm in Commu-

nity Room A of the Civic Center 
Library.     

For more information and to 
access entry forms, please visit 
TEEN SPACE on the Livermore 
Public Library’s website at www.
livermorelibrary.net or contact 
Sandy at 373-5500 ext. 5583.

Harrington Gallery to Host Blue Bay Press
Artists' Reception Set for January 19 at the Firehouse Arts Center

Two works in the exhibit are (top) Tango Quartet by Maj-Britt Hilstrom and (bottom) Kiwi by 
Ellen Yamanda Tzvetin.

Teens Invited to Submit Artwork for Livermore Library Exhibit
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Artist Show & Tell Group’s 
“Comrades in Art” Exhibition 
Reception Set at the Bankhead 
Theater

On the second Tuesday evening 
of each month, a group of artists 
meet at the Bothwell Arts Center to 
share their work, obtain a second 
opinion (and often a third or fourth) 
and help on a troubling art work 
in the making. They talk about art 
trends and interesting exhibitions 
coming up.  On January 10th, the 
second Tuesday in January, the 
group will instead meet at the 
Bankhead Theater at 2400 First 
Street, Livermore, from 6:00-8:00 
pm for a reception introducing their 
month-long group exhibition.

Originally starting out as the 
Bothwell Critique group and fash-
ioned after critique sessions in 
college art programs, the group 
evolved into the “Show & Tell/Cri-
tique Group” after D’Anne Miller 
took over as coordinator in late 
2009 and suggested the change.

“While critique is always of-
fered during our sessions,” ex-
plained Linda Ryan, Manager of 
the Bothwell Arts Center and one 

of the group regulars, “D’Anne 
pointed out to me that part of the 
charm of our group is the chance to 
get together and sharing work and 
art information. I agreed.  I often 
bring work where I don’t really 
want critique – I just want to share 
a new direction, thought or work.  
This is a great place for it.”

There are over 100 artists on the 
group’s e-mail roster. New artists 
show up all the time. However, 
there is a core group of about 15-
20 artists who attend the sessions 
regularly.  Many of these artists are 
local, well-known artists, involved 
in many aspects of bringing art to 
the community and serving the 
community of artists as well as 
improving their own art.

Nicole Wakeman, a mixed 
media artist, stated, “Show & Tell 
group creates a unique, support-
ive atmosphere for local artists 
to share in-process or completed 
work, while having a lot fun each 
month.

"Not only do we offer a won-
derful camaraderie, but helpful 
suggestions on each others' work 
relating to composition or execu-

tion, or what a piece might need to 
be its most successful.”  Wakeman 
added, “We also keep each other 
current on opportunities to exhibit 
our work, while fostering the art 
community within Livermore.” 

The group will be presenting 
some of their many diversified art 
works in the Bankhead Exhibition. 
The works will include paintings, 
photos, mixed media, and an oc-
casional video display.

This is the first in a series of 
monthly exhibition hosted by the 
Bankhead Theater in support of its 
art exhibitions.  The exhibits are 
coordinated by the Bothwell Arts 
Center with help from LVPAC and 
Jennifer McGregor, and proceeds 
from sales benefit the Bothwell.  
Exhibition information and an 
online calendar are available at 
www.bankheadtheater.org.

The Bankhead Theater will host 
artist receptions for the rotating 
exhibits on display in the Bank-
head Theater Lobby and Founders 
Room. Once a month the theater 
will be open to the public.

Artists receptions are from 6 
to 8 p.m. on January 10, February 
15, March 14, April 24, May 9 
and June 7.

Lobby exhibits are as follows:
January, Comrades in Arts, 

a show and tell/critique group 
exhibition. February: Haiku and 
HiChroma, color charged vineyard 
and landscape works of Nova Star-
ling with poetic response by Haiku 
Poet Hilary DePolo.

March: Staying in Focus: Tri-
Valley Camera Club explores new 
and traditional takes.

April: Recent Works by Char-

lotte Severin and Melanie Lacki.
May: In Full Bloom with En-

gela Olivier-Wilson, Petty Benson 
and Jennie McGregor presenting 
arts celebrating spring.

June-July: Local Views will be 
a regional group exhibition explor-
ing interpretations of local views.

Founders Room exhibits are as 
follows:

Jan.-Feb.: Totally Textile, 
Emilee Dunlop, Caryne Mount 
and Carolyn Ramsey display their 
quilts, fabric collages and wear-

able art.
March 5-April 19: Art of the 

Mayan from Copan to Comalcalco. 
Dennis Collins exhibits some of 
his works travelling post-exhibit 
from the Mexican Consulate in 
Las Vegas.

April 19-May 28: Making the 
Grade: Grace Rankin and Linda 
Beach present their colorful and 
lively work.

May 28-July 31: Moves: current 
dance paintings by Bothwell Arts 
Center manager Linda Ryan.

 

Art Exhibitions Set at the 
Bankhead Theater

Night Sky by Angela Johal
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The vibrant sound of American 
jazz will enliven the Bankhead 
Theater stage when modern-day 
masters of swing, Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy, make a return to Livermore 
in mid-January following their 
virtually sold-out visit two years 
ago. 

Among the many bands that 
helped launch the major swing 
revival of the 1990s, Big Bad 
Voodoo Daddy stands apart for 
having built a successful songbook 
of original dance tunes with a high-
voltage fusion of classic American 
music, from jazz and Dixieland, to 
swing and big-band sound. Their 
single show in Livermore  is set 
for Saturday evening, January 14, 
2012 at 8:00 p.m. Prices range 
from $29 to $62 with $14 student 
tickets available.

Even before the band was 
formed more than 20 years ago, 
founder and bandleader Scotty 
Morris already had the group’s 
quirky name. In a chance meet-
ing some years earlier, legendary 
blues guitarist Albert Collins had 
addressed an autograph to Mor-
ris calling him “big bad voodoo 
daddy.” It seemed the perfect name 
for the seven-man group when they 
started out in Southern California 
taking the classic swing music of 
the 1930s and 1940s and giving 
it their own signature style. The 
band’s irresistible live show cap-
tivated local audiences and they 
quickly built a fan base that led to 
their first album. With a retro style 

Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre 
(PCRT) will greet the 2012 with 
Jason Robert Brown’s The Last 
Five Years at the Firehouse Arts 
Center. 

Performances will take place 
on January 20, 21, 27 and 28, 
2012 at 8:00 p.m. and on January 
22 and 29, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. The 
Firehouse Arts Center is located 
at 4444 Railroad Avenue in down-
town Pleasanton.

The story is a thought-provok-
ing look at the five year relation-
ship of rising novelist Jamie 
Wellerstein (played by David Jud-
son) and struggling actress Cathy 
Hyatt (played by Joy Sherratt), 
told from their two perspectives. 
Jamie tells the story from the first 
meeting to the final breakup while 

and energetic stage charisma, their 
original songs such as “You & Me 
and the Bottle makes Three” and 
“Go Daddy-O” helped establish 
them as a leader in the swing band 
revival of the 1990s. By the end 
of the decade, Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy was performing at the Su-
perbowl halftime show with Stevie 
Wonder and Gloria Estefan and 
selling out such prestigious venues 
as the Hollywood Bowl and Lin-
coln Center. In addition to their live 
performances across the country, 
they have appeared in numerous 
films and television shows such as 
Dancing with the Stars.

Over the years, Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy has issued nearly a dozen 
albums. Their newest, “How Big 
Can You Get?” is a tribute to jazz 
singer and bandleader Cab Cal-
loway of Cotton Club fame.  Cal-
loway was at the heart of the 1930s 
swing era. In the darkest years of 
America’s Great Depression, the 
feel-good energy of this sprightly 
music helped lift the spirits of 
those living through the tough-
est of times. Calloway’s popular 
band, his sparkling personality, 
and flashy personal style won him 
fame and brought his music wide-
spread popularity. “How Big Can 
You Get?” captures the essence 
of this American icon in a rowdy 
celebration of pure musicianship, 
mischief, street smarts and fun.

Calloway’s intense and en-
ergetic performing style was a 
perfect match for Big Bad Voo-

doo Daddy. Recorded live in the 
famous record-shaped Capitol 
Studios building at Hollywood and 
Vine where Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin, and Nelson Riddle once 
recorded, the band played through 
the song list, selecting only the best 
takes for an album filled with pure 
swing magic. Morris described the 
experience as one of the group’s 
biggest musical moments saying, 
“we achieved a real marriage of his 
music, our arrangements and the 
group’s voice .... This is what the 

band was always meant to sound 
like.” Whether in a recording or 
live on stage, Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy delivers high-voltage en-
ergy and sheer excitement, leaving 
no one in the audience unmoved.

The sound of big band music at 
the Bankhead Theater continues 
in February when LVPAC Pres-
ents welcomes the Tex Beneke 
Orchestra in A Tribute to Glenn 
Miller, celebrating the classic hit 
tunes of the 1940s. Together with 
special guest stars The Four Aces 

Cathy remembers back from the 
breakup to the first date.  They 
do not directly interact except for 
a wedding song at the midpoint 
of the play as their timelines in-
tersect. 

The score contains humorous 
songs such as “Weekend in Ohio” 
and “Temptation," as well as poi-
gnant numbers, “If I Didn't Believe 
in You” and “I'm Still Hurting." 

Firehouse Arts Center theater-
goers may remember professional 
actors Judson and Sherratt as Billy 
Flynn and Roxie Hart, respec-
tively, in PCRT’s recent, highly-
praised production of Chicago.  
The Last Five Years is directed by 
Scott Maraj with music direction 
by Pat Parr. “This production is 
a ‘tour de force’ for our two ac-

complished actor/singers and the 
orchestra,” says Maraj.  “I think 
audiences will agree that it’s a 
‘must see’ for anyone who has ever 
been in love.”

Tickets are Adult: $18, $29 and 
$33 Child and Senior: $17, $24 and 
$29. Group discounts are available. 
Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org up to three 
hours prior to the performance, 
by phone at (925) 931-4848, or in 
person at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office.  Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m.; Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to 
the performance.  The entrance 
to free parking is on Spring Street 
near First Street. 

and vocalist Cassie Miller, the Tex 
Beneke Orchestra will present a 
dazzling showcase of chart-top-
ping  big band hits such as “In the 
Mood,” “Little Brown Jug,” and 
“A String of Pearls” in a single 
Sunday matinee performance on 
February 12, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.

The Bankhead Theater is lo-
cated at 2400 First Street in Down-
town Livermore. To purchase 
tickets call 925-373-6800 or visit 
www.bankheadtheater.org

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy Brings Its American 
Style Jazz to the Bankhead Theater

David Judson and Joy Sherratt perform in "The Last Five 
Years."

Last Five Years Performed at the 
Firehouse Arts Center
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Livermore Valley Opera will 
host its grandest celebration ever 
in honor of its 20th anniversary 
season with an evening of dinner, 
and a one-of-a kind performance 
by leading divas and divos of 
favorite arias. 

The gala will be held on Sat., 
Jan. 28 starting at 5 p.m. at the 
Ruby Hill Golf Club in Pleasan-
ton. 

The evening begins with cham-
pagne and a concert of music 
performed by three leading divas 
singing arias from the world’s most 
well-known operas.  Special guest 
artists are mezzo-soprano Zheng 

Cao, soprano Marie Plette, and 
coloratura soprano Erie Mills.  Cao 
is a regular guest of leading com-
panies here and abroad including 
the San Francisco Opera.  Plette 
is a Metropolitan Opera artist ac-
claimed in the major international 
opera houses for her portrayals of 
Cio-Cio San in Madama Butterfly 
and the Countess in Le noze di 
Figaro.  Mills is an internationally-
recognized Metropolitan Opera 
artist and LVO Advisory Council 
member. 

Recently added to the eve-
ning are divos baritone Eugene 
Brancoveanu, lead in LVO’s Don 

Giovanni, and tenor David Gus-
tafson who will sing the lead in 
LVO’s March production of  Tosca.  

All five performers will be part of 
the Dine with a Diva or Dine with 
a Divo option. 

“This exclusive event promises 
to be a unique experience, espe-
cially for those who take the oppor-
tunity to dine with a diva or divo 
at special celebrity tables,” says 
Elizabeth Wells, LVO’s Executive 
Director.  “One of the celebrity 
tables is already sold out.” 

After the concert, guests will 
enjoy a three-course dinner and 
Livermore wines in the elegant 
Ruby Hill Ballroom. 

 The evening culminates with 
a brief live auction hosted by 
KKIQ’s Faith Alpher featuring 
valuable luxury items such as a 
private airplane tour around the 
bay and a one week condominium 
stay in Santa Fe with tickets to the 
Santa Fe Opera.

“We have a wonderful evening 
planned,” adds Wells.  “Ruby 
Hill has been great to work with 
in planning the event, and thanks 
to our “Donor Divas” Susan Du-
Pree, Pamela Philbert and Henri-
etta Fankhauser, we can offer our 
guests an elegant evening.”

Tickets for    Dine with a Diva 
or Divo are $175 per person 

(limited availability); reserved 
priority table seating with signage 
for eight, 10 or 12 guests at $140 
per person; open seating for $130 
per person.

To order tickets, by Jan. 27 at 5 
p.m. go to visit www.livermoreval-
leyopera.com or contact Stepha-
nie Petermeier at stephaniep@
livermorevalleyopera.com or call 
925-462-6964.

Livermore Valley Opera was 
founded in 1992, and presents 
fully-staged operas in the spring 
and fall at the Bankhead Theater. 

The theater is located in Liver-
more. The Bankhead Theatre 
features excellent lines of sight 
and acoustics, helping us attract 
talented singers and stage direc-
tors.

LVO combines the talents of 
professional musicians, stage 
directors, principal singers, and 
designers with the dedication and 
practical abilities of volunteers 
filling such critical roles as board 
members, chorus, stage crew, and 
set builders to reach our artistic 
goals.

Livermore Valley Opera is a 
501(c)3 non-profit charitable or-
ganization.

Livermore Valley Opera Celebrates 20th Anniversary 
with Dinner, Divas and Divos Performance 

Pictured, from left to right, 
are Erie Mills, Marie Plette, 
and Zheng Cao.
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This January, spend An Evening 
with John Sutter a California man 
both revered and ruined by the dis-
covery of gold at his mill in 1848.  
The Museum on Main’s annual Ed 
Kinney Lecture Series programs 
“An Evening With…” kicks off on 
Tuesday, January 10 at 7 p.m. with 
John Sutter, portrayed by David 
H. Fenimore, Director of Under-
graduate Studies at the University 
of Nevada, Reno.  The event is 
sponsored by Peter Bailey.

“An Evening With…” is a 
speakers series where audiences 
come face to face with people mak-
ing history today as well as actors 
who look and sound as if they have 
stepped out from the pages of his-
tory books.

Bombolini, the mayor of Santa Vittoria (Anthony Quinn), and German 
forces that want to take all of their wine.

February 12, 2pm.  Perspectives on War: A Veteran’s View.  A 
panel of veterans from World War II and the Korean, Vietnam and Iraq 
wars will share their perspectives on war as well as their unique stories.  
Moderated by Jim Ott from Las Positas College, this presentation will 
highlight differences and similarities in wartime experience.  Panelists 
are John Shirley who served in World War II, John Sarboraria from the 
Korean War, Vietnam veteran Doug Bell, and Joe Cook who served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

February 14, 7pm.  Sicily Now and Then: A Traveler’s Journey.  
Join Jo and George Caporaso as they share their impressions of Sicily’s 
towns and World War II sites.  Travel to Gela, Palermo, and Licata, the 
town that Adano was based on in John Hersey’s A Bell for Adano.     

February 16, 7pm.  The Swingin’ Blue Stars of the USS Hornet.  
The Swingin’ Blue Stars of the USS Hornet is a group comprised of 5 
talented singers from the San Francisco East Bay area.  They perform 
close harmony, swing style music made popular by 1940s female vocal 
groups such as The Andrews Sisters. 

February 23, 7pm.  Everyday Life and Everyday Resistance in 
Southern Italy During World War II.  What was life was like for 
civilians in Southern Italy during World War II?  Dr. Laura Ruberto, 
Humanities Professor from Berkeley City College, will explore Italy’s 
role during World War II focusing on acts of resistance and everyday 
wartime experiences of Southern Italians, as well as the ways in which 
the sometimes challenging relationship between Italy and the US was 
lived daily. 

February 26, 2pm.  A Dramatic Reading from A Bell for Adano.  A 
cast of volunteer readers from Shakespeare’s Associates will bring John 
Hersey’s A Bell for Adano to life with a dramatic reading, transporting us 
to Adano, Italy during the Allied occupation in 1943.  Meet “Mister Ma-
jor” Joppolo, an idealistic officer, and a host of colorful characters—from 
Italian civilians to military generals.

Livermore Reads Together 2012 is sponsored by The Friends of the 
Livermore Library.  For additional events check the library’s website at 
www.livermorelibrary.net .

 

The speakers series takes place 
monthly January through October 
at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 
94566.  Tickets may be purchased 
at the door or reserved in advance 
by calling the Museum on Main at 
(925) 462-2766.  Ticket prices: $10 
General Admission, $5 Members 
& Seniors, $3 Students/Teachers 
with ID.  All tickets are paid at 
the door.  Cash, check, Visa and 
MasterCard accepted.  All tickets 
are open seating and after 6:45pm 
any unclaimed reserved tickets will 
be released for sale. 

For more information on the Ed 
Kinney Lecture Series visit www.
museumonmain.org or call Mu-
seum on Main at (925) 462-2766. 

A pioneer in melodic folk jazz 
piano acclaimed for his deeply in-
terpretative playing style, Grammy 
Award-winning pianist George 
Winston returns to the Bankhead 
Theater for a single performance 
this January. Widely-known for his 
seasonally-themed albums, such 
as the platinum-selling favorite 
“Winter into Spring,” He will 
perform Friday, January 13, 2012 
at 7:30 p.m.

Although he originally played 
the organ, Winston switched to 
the piano in his 20s when he 
became fascinated by the “stride 
piano” style of Fats Waller and 
other musicians of the 1930s. In 
stride piano, the pianist’s left hand 
“strides” between bass and chords, 
while his right hand improvises. 
Winston evolved his own unique 
and unmistakable style, incorpo-
rating a variety of unusual playing 
techniques into what he calls rural 
or melodic folk piano. Reaching 
into the instrument with his left 
hand, he mutes or reduces the 
sound of select notes by quieting 
the vibration of the strings or he 
plucks other strings, while con-
tinuing to play notes with his right 
hand. Winston’s signature sound 
is a rich musical fabric with clear 
bell-like tones and sustained liquid 
notes that effortlessly evoke emo-
tions, feelings and moods.

Growing up in Montana, Win-
ston found great pleasure in the 
serene and natural beauty of the 

landscape. The quiet, still sounds 
of the North Country seasons 
of his childhood inspired the 
album “Autumn” which was fol-
lowed by “Winter into Spring” 
and “December” both of which 
achieved platinum status. These 
three albums and others propelled 
him to broad commercial success 
in the early 1980s and remain 
consistently popular. While his 
early work is often categorized as 
New Age and he won the Grammy 
Award for Best New Age Album 
(“Forest”) in 1995, Winston’s com-
plete catalog of music reveals his 
interest in a much broader range 
of musical styles and genres. He 
cites such disparate influences as 
Vince Guaraldi, Professor Long-
hair, and The Doors, all of whom 
Winston believes belong under the 
same musical umbrella based on 
their blues roots. Winston’s latest 
album, “Love Will Come,” is his 
second tribute to Guaraldi, who 
is best known for the instantly 
recognizable and beloved music 
he wrote for the Charlie Brown 
television specials.

Winston’s quiet and unassum-
ing stage presence keeps the focus 
on the rich and expressive sounds 
of his piano, as well as his turns on 
the harmonica and slack key gui-
tar, leaving audiences universally 
enchanted and deeply satisfied. 
Tickets for the intimate evening 
with George Winston at the Bank-
head Theater on January 13, 2012, 

range from $29 to $51 for adults 
and $14 for students.

LVPAC Presents welcomes a 
wide range of acclaimed artists to 
the Bankhead Theater each year, 
including musicians, dancers, 
actors, comics, and others from 
across the performing arts. The 
month of March brings two spe-
cial events in the LVPAC Presents 
Jazz Series. On Saturday evening, 
March 3, 2012, Grammy Award-
winning vocalist Diane Schuur will 
lend her one-of-a-kind vocals to a 
rich and varied songbook, from the 
legendary jazz traditions of Duke 
Ellington and Ella Fitzgerald, to 
the popular music of the 1960s. 
Schuur will be followed by Lizz 
Wright, a rising star in the blues 
world who has been called the 
most gifted interpretive vocalist of 
her generation. Wright will bring 
her own deeply personal songs, as 
well as covers of gospel and classic 
rock tunes to the Bankhead stage 
on March 21st. Tickets for all per-
formances in the LVPAC Presents 
Jazz Series are now available at 
the box office.

The Bankhead Theater is lo-
cated at 2400 First Street in Down-
town Livermore. The ticket office 
is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. 
On performance days the ticket 
office remains open through in-
termission. To purchase tickets 
call 925-373-6800 or visit www.
bankheadtheater.org

 

READING
(continued from front page)

Photo from World War II.

Spend an Evening 
with John Muir

Photo by Stephen Davis

George Winston Set for 
Bankhead Concert
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Kathy Kallick, Bill Evans and Don Rigsby are well-known names 
in the world of Bluegrass music. They will be appearing here in Liver-
more on Saturday night, January 7 at 7 p.m. at Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 4743 East Avenue.

Coming to pay tribute to Bluegrass giants Lester Flatt and Earl 
Scruggs, these three outstanding musicians and vocalists will be joined 
by several other Bluegrass artists from northern California: David Thom 
(guitar, lead and harmony vocals); Larry Cohea (bango, lead and harmony 
vocals); Paul Shelasky (fiddle); Jim Mintun (dobro, harmony vocals); 
and Markie Sanders (bass).

The “Flatt and Scruggs Tribute Band” will feature each of these art-
ists in various configurations as they tackle the vast work of two of the 
most beloved Bluegrass artists of all time.  Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs 
met each other as members of Bill Monroe’s band, the Blue Grass Boys 
(gifting the name of a musical genre) in 1946.  The two left that band two 
years later and formed their own group, the Foggy Mountain Boys. As 
members of the Grand Ole Opry Flatt and Scruggs offered a distinctive 
sound and playing style.

Kathy Kallick, band leader, guitarist, songwriter and vocalist has ap-
peared at Asbury several times with a former band – Rustler’s Moon – and 
a vocalist with Mac Martin; Bill Evans, one of the finest banjo players 
in history, has appeared here as well in a duet performance with Megan 
Lynch in 2009; and Don Rigsby, renowned mandolin player and superb 
vocalist, has performed with many bands including J.D. Crowe and the 
New South band, the Lonesome River Band and Longview. 

Flatt and Scruggs Tribute Band information can also be found on their 
Facebook page and each performer has web sites listed at their Asbury 
Live Presents page.

Information about the performers, video clips, web site connections 
and tickets can be found at  www.asburylivepresents.com/concerts/flatt-
scruggs.aspx.  Tickets are  $15 in advance, $15 for students and seniors 
at any time; and $20 at the door.  Tickets can be purchased through the 
Asbury Live Presents web site, or at the church office Monday-Friday 
from 9 to noon, and 1 to 3 p.m.  

For further information call 925-447-1950.   Doors open at 6:15 p.m. 
– those interested in a pre-concert jam session are invited to arrive at 
5:30 p.m.

Flatt and Scruggs Tribute Band Plans 
Concert at Asbury in Livermore

Band plays tribute to Bluegrass legends.

Facing a budget shortfall and 
the need to re-envision the com-
pany, Festival Opera plans to begin 
anew in 2012 with a combination 
of exploring and developing new 
community connections and ex-
perimenting with different scales 
of productions to bring opera to 
its East Bay audiences. The move 
is prompted by a need for a more 
sustainable model of business 
operations and also by a need to 
consider new and relevant ways to 
connect to the community. 

Festival Opera’s 2011 season 
productions  resulted in disap-
pointing ticket sales despite criti-
cal nods for artistry. Coupled with 
lower than anticipated grants and 
donations, the company faced the 
fact that continuing as it has for 
many seasons is no longer viable. 
“Festival Opera has a rich tradition 
and great assets in our artistic and 
production capacity and our com-
munity-based chorus. These can 
be harnessed in innovative ways,” 
says executive director Sara Nealy, 

Festival Opera Announces 21th Season: Re-Envisioning an Opera Company 
who took the helm in March. She 
considers the move an opportunity 
to re-envision the company’s direc-
tion and adopt an agile and creative 
model, “We have to be nimble and 
responsive; great creativity can 
emerge from great pressure.” 

Festival Opera will replace its 
standard season productions of 
fully-staged opera at the Lesher 
Center in the summer for a transi-
tional season of offerings in 2012 
and early 2013. Opera in the Park, 

an event free to the public that 
usually attracts a couple thousand 
opera enthusiasts and picnickers 
is featured, as well as a benefit 
concert July 14th at the Lesher 
Center for the Arts. The concert 
will feature great artists spanning 
Festival Opera’s 20 seasons. In the 
fall, Festival Opera plans to present 
“About Face,” an opera experi-
ence designed to raise awareness 
of a widespread but little-known 
medical condition: facial paraly-

sis. “About Face” incorporates 
theater, interactivity and Henry 
Mollicone’s chamber opera work, 
Face on the Barroom Floor; the 
production features the composer 
on piano with singers Eugene 
Brancoveanu and Heidi Moss, a 
soprano who is afflicted with a 
form of facial palsy. Also planned 
is the Open Chorus Rehearsal, an 
educational event now in its third 
year, led by chorus master and ar-

tistic administrator James Toland. 
In the winter, Festival Opera 

plans to present the  one-act opera, 
The Emperor of Atlantis, or Death’s 
Refusal. The opera was composed 
by Viktor Ullmann with a libretto 
by Peter Kien, both inmates at the 
Nazi “artists” concentration camp 
of Theresienstadt (Terezín) where 
it was banned as a satire of Hitler. 
Unlike the men who created it, the 
work survived. 
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, of-
fers art classes, unusual gifts, painting 
rentals, art exhibits and information 
pertaining to the art field, 2155 Third 
St., Livermore. The gallery has been 
open since 1974 and is run as a co-op 
by local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 
11:30-4 p.m. For information call 
449-9927.

Blue Bay Press: Eloquence in 
Printmaking, Harrington Gallery, 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. January 19 - Feb-
ruary 18, 2012. Opening reception 
Thursday, January 19, 6:30 - 8:30 pm. 
Free and open to the public. Exhibit 
will include several styles of print-
making —etching, monotype, chine 
colle, and woodblock, on handmade 
paper, canvas, and other surfaces, 
for example. It will also include a 
small collection of marble sculptures 
made by Maj-Britt Hilstrom.  www.
firehousearts.org. 

Livermore Art Association Winter 
Show, January 4 - 31, Robert Liver-
more Community Center at 4444 East 
Avenue is hosting an art exhibit by 
Livermore Art Association (LAA) 
artists during the month of January. 
Located on first floor, the show will 
include various mediums such as 
watercolor, acrylics, and photogra-
phy. The community center is open 
8-6M-Th, 8-5 Friday, and 9-noon 
Saturday. 

Judy RiceExhibit, January & February 
2012, Garre Winery Restaurant, 7986 
Tesla Rd., Livermore. Watercolor 
landscape and flower paintings at this 
exhibit. The restaurant is open Mon-
day through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 
from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and for 
some dinners.  925-371-8200. 

 
MEETINGS/CLASSES
Everything Poetry (in two parts), 

Second Saturday Soup-workshops 
2nd Saturday of every month, 10am-
12noon Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton; Third 
Tuesday Trope- poetry critiques 3rd 
Tuesday of every month, 7pm-9pm 
Towne Center Books, 555 Main 
Street, Pleasanton. Contact Cyn-
thia Bryant at PleasantonPoetry@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. At the Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea 
and refreshments are available. Call 
or email Barbara Stanton for more 
info about the workshop, 925-373-
9638 - microangelo@earthlink.net.

Art in Public Places, join a local group 
of artists and paint on selected Friday 
mornings around town. ACC/Art 
Critique & Coffee invites artists to 
express themselves in watercolor, 
acrylic, oil For more details check 
out the website for Poetry On Can-
vas Pleasanton or contact Claudette 
at PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com ~ 
ACC Meets each Friday at various 

locations. 
Tuesday Afternoon Art Classes for 

Grades K - 5 in Livermore, in-
cludes introduction to history of art. 
Tuesdays, 3:30-4:30/5 p.m. Some 
materials included in fee. Ongoing. 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com ; (925) 
216-7231; http://childrensartclasse-
sprojects.blogspot.com

Art Classes for teens and adults, 
Livermore Saturdays 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. and Mondays 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Some materials included. Please 
email instructor a materials list to 
purchase supplies. Watercolor, oil 
paints, charcoal, pastel, colored 
pencil, collage, printmaking. Classes 
also introduce the History of Art to 
students. thomasin_d@hotmail.com 
; (925) 216-7231; http://childrensart-
classesprojects.blogspot.com.

LARPD Friday morning Art Classes 
for Homeschoolers 4 – 10 years, 
Livermore, Fridays 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Some materials included. Please 
email instructor for a materials list 
to purchase supplies. thomasin_d@
hotmail.com ; (925) 216-7231; 
http://childrensartclassesprojects.
blogspot.com/.

Girls Night Out Classes, Make fam-
ily memories by attending a class 
together. Painting, jewelry making 
& paper art are now available to 
experience locally. Classes led by 
artist Claudette McDermott. For more 
information e-mail or call to sign up 
for classes 510 543-4776 PoetryOn-
Canvas@Mac.Com ~ Individual and 
group classes available. 

Beginning Stained Glass, start and fin-
ish a small stained glass window (14” 
x 14”) using cutting and manufactur-
ing skills. Learn how to use basic 
glass tools. Limited to 8 students. 
Additional studio hours are available 
at a daily, weekly or monthly rate. 
Tools and supplies are $174. Does not 
include glass. 5 week class, 2.5 hours 
each. Wed. 10-7p, Thurs.-Sat. 10-9p, 
Sun 10-4p. Classes are ongoing. Art 
Glass Studio, 174 South L St., Liver-
more. For more information contact 
Roberta Jones at: 925-447-1962 
www.artglassstudio.weebly.com 

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting 

room from 12 to 4; open every day 
if the gate is open and for sure on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 11 to 
5. Red Feather Winery, 5700 Green-
ville Rd., Livermore. Information at 
449-1871 or www.redfeatherwinery.
com

Tri-Valley Medieval & Renaissance 
Collegium playing session for 
amateur musicians, Peter Maund, 
director. Mondays 7:30–9:30 p.m. 
7600 Dublin Blvd., suite 370, Dublin. 
$25. Information collegium2011@
gmail.com or 925-424-1209 or 925-
984-4395

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at 
the Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center 
of Sunol) the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of each month 7:30-9:30 p.m. The 
band features real Jazz from the 
1920's, 30's, 

Early Elvis Tribute Show, 8 p.m. Sat., 
Jan. 7, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

George Winston, jazz, Jan. 13, 8 p.m. 

LVPAC Presents, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

David Lanz Jazz Pianist, 8 p.m. Sat., 
Jan. 14, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, Jan. 14, 8 p.m. 
LVPAC Presents, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

International Guitar Night, Jan. 
24, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC Presents, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

The Special Consensus, 7:30 p.m. 
Wed., Jan. 25, Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.  
www.firehousearts.org.

Patsy Cline Tribute with Joni Morris, 
2 p.m. Sat., Feb. 5. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. www.firehousearts.org.

Celtic Nights, Feb. 8, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC 
Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

Led Zeppelin Experience starring 
"Heartbreaker," Friday, February 10, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800.

Livermore Amador Symphony, con-
cert Sat., Feb. 11, 8 p.m. featuring 
two winners of the annual Competi-
tion for Young Musicians. Program 
features Something for Everyone. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Tribute to Glenn Miller, Feb. 12, 2 
p.m. LVPAC Presents, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Music of ABBA, winter gala, Feb. 
16, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC Presents, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Hanson and Glover Piano Duet 
(four hands, one piano), Feb. 18, 8 
p.m. Del Valle Fine Arts Concert, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

An Evening in Roma with Naresh 
Michael, Feb. 18, 8 p.m.    Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org.

Don't Fence Me In, country and 
western, Feb. 23, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC 
Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Dan Hicks and the Hot Licks, Feb. 24, 
8 p.m. LVPAC Presents, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

San Ramon Symphonic Band, Feb. 
24, 7:30 p.m. "Latin Spirit," Dough-
erty Valley Performing Arts Center, 
10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon. www.
sanramon.ca.gov 

Pacific Chamber Symphony, a profes-
sional symphony orchestra, concert 
8 p.m. Feb. 25, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Program: 
Bach to Brahms - Brandenburg 
Concerto #6 for woodwinds, Mozart 
Serenade #12, Brahms Serenade 
#2. $39/$34/$29 $7 students. www.

bankheadtheater.org
Ho'olaule'a o Mana'olana: A Cel-

ebration of Hope,   Feb. 25, 7 p.m.  
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center. 10550 Albion Rd., San Ra-
mon. www.sanramon.ca.gov

Salute to the Rat Pack, Sun, Feb. 26, 
2 p.m. A Swingin’ Tribute to Frank, 
Dean, Sammy & The Legends of Las 
Vegas. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

ON THE STAGE
Laura by Vera Caspary and George 

Sklar, January 13 - February 4, Role 
Players Ensemble, 8 p.m. Th., Fri., 
Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Village Theatre, 233 
Front St. Danville, www.ci.danville.
ca.us

Sneek Peak - Laura: Thursday, 
January 5, 2012; 7 to 8 p.m. Artistic 
Director Eric Fraisher Hayes will be 
at the Danville Library for a sneak 
peek into the world of the upcoming 
Role Players Ensemble production of 
Laura, which runs from January 13 
– February 4, 2012. On Thursdays, 
January 26 & February 2, 2012; 8 to 
9 p.m. Artistic Director Eric Fraisher 
Hayes will be at Father Natures for a 
concert by the Role Players of music 
celebrating the film noir genre and 
stage production of Laura.  

The Last Five Years, Jan. 20, 21, 27, 28 
8 p.m., Jan. 22, 29 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org.

Annie, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
production, weekends Jan. 21 to Feb. 
3. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Gilbert & Sullivan's, The Gondo-
liers, Lamplighters Music Theatre 
production,  Lesher Center for the 
Arts, Walnut Creek, Fri., Jan. 27 and 
28 at 8 p.m. and Jan. 28 and 29 at 2 
p.m.  www.lamplighters.org.

Love Letters – Valentines Produc-
tion, Friday to Sunday, Feb. 3 to 
5 and 10 to 12, 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. Dublin 
Heritage Park and Museums, Donlon 
Way, Dublin. First theatrical produc-
tion in the new Kolb Barn Theatre bt 
Tri-Valley Performers, Love Letters 
by A. R. Gurney, for two consecutive 
weekends.  www.ci.dublin.ca.us.

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, 
Pleasanton Civic Arts Stage Com-
pany school concert series. Feb. 29-
March 1, 9:30 and 11 a.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org.

COMEDY
Creatures of Impulse Improv 

Face-Off, Feb. 2, 3 and 4, 7:30 
p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

Comedy @ Firehouse Arts with 
Andrew Norelli, Thurs., Feb. 9, 7:30 
p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

DANCE
Moscow Festival Ballet Presents 

Sleeping Beauty, Feb. 19, 4 p.m. 
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San Ra-
mon. www.sanramon.ca.gov 

Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Friday night from Salsa 
to Swing, includes a group dance les-
son at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 8:15 
dance lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance 
parties. It's All About Dancing, 171 
So. J Street, Livermore. 925-449-
9292, or studio@itsallaboutdancing.
com.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Auditions - Shout! the Mod Musical, 

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre produc-
tion directed by Min Kahng. Feb. 13, 
7:30 p.m. with callbacks Wed., Feb. 
15, 7:30 p.m. 1048 Serpentine Lane, 
#309, Pleasanton. Co-Creator  Phil-
lip George and David Lowenstein, 
Continuity  Peter Charles Morris  
Rated PG. Please bring 32 bars 
up tempo  60’s Pop. Accompanist 
provided. No a capella or tapes al-
lowed. Be dressed for and prepared 
to dance. All roles open, ages 18 and 
older, no pay. Rehearsals begin on 
February 27. Information at www.
trivalleyrep.org.

Cantabella Spring Registration, the 
award winning Cantabella Children’s 
Chorus celebrates its 20th anniversary 
of developing singing in children and 
youth from kindergarten through 
high school. New singers are invited 
to inquire about registration in one 
of the choirs. Rehearsals begin on 
January 17 in Dublin, on January 
18 in Livermore, and on January 19 
in Pleasanton. The spring program 
includes learning a brand new piece 
written just for Cantabella and meet-
ing and working with the composer, 
participating in the World Choir 
Games in Cincinnati in the summer, 
and lots of fun with experienced, 
highly qualified instructors. Visit 
cantabella.org and call 925-292-2663  
for more information.

Acoustic Night,  San Ramon Parks and 
Community Services Department 
is hosting Acoustic Night for high 
school students on Friday, March 
30 at the Loft, in the Dougherty 
Station Community Center (17011 
Bollinger Canyon Road). The event 
starts at 7:30 pm and costs $5 to 
attend. The Department is looking 
for talented musicians to perform 
during this event. The Acoustic 
Night is open to all high school stu-
dents. Interested performers should 
contact Jennifer Gault at 973-3375 
or email jegault@sanramon.ca.gov. 
Visit www.SRTeen.org for more 
information.

 
MOVIES 
Classic films at the Pleasanton Li-

brary, Las Positas College and the 
Pleasanton Public Library present 
the series. Theme this year is ‘Three 
Great Directors." Admission is free. 
The series is hosted by Candace 
Klaschus, Professor of Media Studies 
at Las Positas College. Klaschus of-
fers a brief talk about each film prior 
to the screening. The three great film 
directors featured in this year’s series 
are Howard Hawkes, John Ford and 
Alfred Hitchcock. Refreshments are 
served. A complete list of the ‘Three 
Great Directors” films is available at 
the Pleasanton Public Library. Mov-
ies will be shown the first Thursday 
of each month through June 7, 2012. 
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No registration required. The library 
is located at 400 Old Bernal Ave., 
Pleasanton. For more information, 
call Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

OPERA
20th Anniversary Season Celebra-

tion, Livermore Valley Opera, Sat., 
Jan. 28, Duo of Divas: Mezzo-so-
prano Zheng Cao and LVO Advisory 
Council member Erie Mills. Ruby 
Hill Golf Club, Pleasanton. www.
livermorevalleyopera.com

Broadcast from the Met, Dublin 
Regal Hacienda Cinema. Faust, 
Jan. 11; Enchanted Island, Jan. 21; 
Gotterdammerung, Feb. 11; Ernani, 
Feb. 25 and March 14; Manon, April 
7 and 25; Turandot, April 14, May 
2. First date is a morning showing, 
second date afternoon. Check for 
exact curtain time. 560-0900.

MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets 

the 4th Tuesday of each month, and 
reads books about issues and trends 
that are driving current affairs in 
both the national and international 
arenas.  Topics that have been cov-
ered include politics, governance, 
economics, military affairs, history, 
sociology, science, the climate, and 
religion. Contact Rich at 872-7923, 
for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led 
by a small group of book club vet-
erans, with reading selections based 
on member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Susan at 337-1282 regarding 
the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Ed Kinney Lecture Series, 7 p.m. 
An Evening with John Sutter, Tues., 
Jan. 10. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.   $10 
General Admission, $5 Members & 
Seniors, $3 Students/Teachers with 
ID.  All tickets are paid at the door.  
All tickets are open seating.  Infor-
mation www.museumonmain.org or 
(925) 462-2766. 

Celebrating African American 
Poetry, Sat., Jan. 14, 2 to 4 p.m.  
Dublin Heritage Park and Museums, 
Donlon Way, Dublin. Poetry from the 
early 1940s to 1970, and discuss how 
Poetry impacted a nation. Special 
Guest Poets, Folk and Storytellers. 
Open Mic. Entry fee $5 at the door 
which includes refreshments. Hosted 
by Jonnie McCoy-Howell, Dublin 
Poet Laureate, at (925) 452-2105 or 
email poet.laureate@dublin.ca.gov 
for more detailed information.  

Museum on Main, preschool pre-lit-
eracy program, M.o.M.’s Reading 
Time. For ages 2 to 5 and families, 
free reading program, 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Reading at 10 a.m. with theme 
crafts following. Donations appreci-
ated. No reservations required. Large 
groups or playgroups please phone 
in advance: 925.462.2766 or email: 
education@museumonmain.org.  
2012 M.o.M.’s Reading Time Dates 
and Themes: January 11, All Aboard; 
February 8, The Day it Rained Hearts; 
March 14, The End of the Rainbow; 
April 11, Art Smart; May 9, Please & 
Thank You; June 13, Flag Day; July 
11, We All Scream for Ice Cream; 

August 8, It’s A Circus; September 
12, Fiesta; October 10,  Creepy 
Critters; November 14, Thank You, 
Veterans; and, December 12, Light 
Up the Seasons. The Museum on 
Main is located at 603 Main Street in 
historic downtown Pleasanton.  

Science on Saturday, Feb. 4, 9:30 
and 11:15 a.m, The Gamma-Ray 
Spectrometer at Mercury: A Seven 
Year Journey to the Innermost Planet; 
Presenter: Morgan Burks, Teacher: 
Dan Burns. Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory's lecture series 

for middle and high school students, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. No admission charge. 
www.bankheadtheater.org

Ed Kinney Lecture Series, 7 p.m. An 
Evening with President Roosevelt, 
Tues., Feb. 7. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.   
$10 General Admission, $5 Members 
& Seniors, $3 Students/Teachers 
with ID.  All tickets are paid at the 
door.  All tickets are open seating.  
Information www.museumonmain.
org or (925) 462-2766. 

Science on Saturday, February 
11, 9:30 and 11:45 a.m, Sleuthing 
Seismic Signals: Understanding 
Earthquake Hazard and Monitoring 
Nuclear Explosions; Presenter: Sean 
Ford, Teacher: Ken Wedel.  Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory's lec-
ture series for middle and high school 
students, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. No admission 
charge. www.bankheadtheater.org

Science on Saturday, February 18, 
9:30 and 11:45 a.m, Space Junk: 
Traffic Cops in Space; Presenter: 

John Henderson, Teacher: Tom She-
fler. Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory's lecture series for middle 
and high school students, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
No admission charge. www.bank-
headtheater.org

Paul Alan Cox, Director of the Institute 
for EthnoMedicine, Wed., Feb. 22, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. LLNL Presents 
The Rae Dorough Speakers Series: 
Something in the Water? www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

 

Where would we be without 
our postal system at this time of 
year? I know that many people 
like me have stood in long lines 
at the post office to mail a pack-
age. We have bought holiday 
stamps and have put our cards in 
a mailbox. And yet, the United 
States Postal Service, after 
Walmart the country’s second 
largest employer, operator of the 
world’s largest fleet of vehicles, 
is at the verge of bankruptcy. It 
has ended the year with deficits 
since 2007; last year, it lost $8.5 
billion. Many helpful sugges-
tions have been made—five-day 
delivery, closing half of the mail 
processing facilities, closing 
some post offices. To imagine 
Livermore without its post office 
is difficult.  

Livermore’s first post office 
was the Livermore Ranch post 
office, with Robert Livermore 
as postmaster. It operated from 
some time before its official 
confirmation on 28 July 1851 
until the area was changed from 
Contra Costa County to Alameda 
County in 1853.

The federal government 
established a U.S. Post Office 
in Livermore on 7 July 1870; 
the first postmaster was Robert 
W. Graham, who had a store in 
Laddsville, the oldest section of 
Livermore near the intersection 
of Old First Street and Junction 
Avenue. Trains carried the mail 
to and from Livermore. Part of 
the postmaster’s duty was to pick 
up incoming mail from the train 
and deliver outgoing mail after 
canceling the stamps by writing 
the date in longhand across them. 
Rubber stamps were not in use 
yet. For a brief time the post of-
fice was called Nottingham, but 

Livermore’s Post Office

it soon became Livermore. The 
practice was for the post office to 
be inside a general store, which 
was to the advantage of the store-
keeper of course because people 
coming to collect their mail were 
likely to purchase store items. 
One of the current methods of 
the U.S. Postal Service for saving 
money is to create “village” post 
offices, locating them in business 
like groceries or gas stations—
obviously, not a new concept in 
Livermore. Local newspapers 
published lists alerting people 
who had not come by the store to 
pick up their mail.

The second postmaster was 
Henry Goetzen, who also had a 
store in Laddsville; it burned in 
the Laddsville fire of 1871. The 
third was Andrew J. McLeod, 
store owner in Livermore on 
Mill Square, whose tenure lasted 
10 years. The post office was in 
front of his general store, with 
175 private boxes. Mail came 
once a week. Dr. Louis H. Cutler, 
owner of the drugstore at K and 
First, kept the post office in the 
back of his establishment from 
April 1881 to October 1885. 
Post office patrons could come 
through the drugstore’s First 
Street entrance, or through either 
of two entrances on K Street, one 
for gentlemen and one for ladies. 
George Beck took over postal 
duties from Cutler and moved the 

post office to his general store on 
First Street.

In 1894 D.J. Murphy opened 
a post office on the north side 
of First Street almost opposite J 
Street, next to the Wells Fargo of-
fice. This building served as town 
post office for 20 years. When 
Thomas E. Knox was appointed 
postmaster in 1903, he decided 
to remodel the premises. “Liver-
more is at last to have a post 
office which will be thoroughly 
up-to-date in its furnishings,” 
commented the Herald. “The 
fittings and lock boxes in use up 
to this time have been a disgrace 
to the town. The fault does not lie 
with the incumbents as each in 
turn was compelled to purchase 
the fixtures of the office from his 
predecessor and naturally felt 
reluctant to expend money on 
office furniture when he realized 
his tenure of office was limited.” 
Parcel post service began in 
1912.

The first rural route was begun 
on 1 September 1911. George 
Beck & Sons offered govern-
ment-approved rural delivery 
boxes of heavy galvanized iron 
for sale with name stenciling 
free of charge. Rural mail carrier 
George K. Taylor traveled 18 
miles by horse and buggy on his 
route; by 1916 he was covering 
30 miles by automobile. Ninety 

rural families were served with 
free mail delivery three times 
a week in 1917. When Taylor 
retired in July 1932 after nearly 
21 years of service, his route 
encompassed 47 miles. His 
obituary in the Herald said, “Not 
only had he carried out the duties 
of his office, but. . . he put a per-
sonal touch in the service which 
has made him a friend of all he 
served.” 

Under the aegis of Michael G. 
Callaghan, postmaster from 1916 
to 1933, a brick post office was 
built at the southeast corner of 
South J and Second Streets, with 
the main entrance on J Street. Its 
bricks painted beige, this build-
ing is still standing and has held 
several businesses since the post 
office left, including the Sears 
catalog store and Helen’s Blos-
som Shop. Today, it houses the 
Mindful Moments Pilates Studio, 
Anita’s Salon, and Livermore 
Valley Florist. 

Finally, Livermore received 
approval for a federal build-
ing in 1937.  Eight sites were 
considered, and the one at 
Second Street and South Liver-
more Avenue was chosen. City 
mail delivery began on 1 July 
1939 with twice-a-day service 
to local homes and businesses; 
the first mail carriers were Roy 
Richey and F.W. Whaley. At the 
same time, ten collection boxes 
were positioned around the city. 
The cost of mailing a letter rose 
from one to two cents to pay for 
the delivery. The United States 
Post Office on South Livermore 
Avenue that serves the city today 
was dedicated on 2 March 1940.

(Readers can reach me at 
am50homan@yahoo.com.)
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Arbor Development Group has 
successfully closed the sale of a 
50 lot parcel to Standard Pacific 
Homes.  Arbor acquired the 5.81 
acre property on 1000 North Vasco 
Road, Livermore, entitled the par-
cel with the City of Livermore, and 
cleared numerous environmental 
obstacles in advance of the sale.  
“During these challenging times, it 
was nice to see a successful trans-
action take place for such a solid 
project in a well established loca-
tion” said Arbor principal Richard 
Dunn.  “We worked closely with 
the property owner and our own 
team of professionals to establish 
a win-win opportunity for all 
involved.” 

In May 2010, Arbor Develop-
ment Group entered into a con-
tract with the Macedo family to 
purchase the 5.81 acre property.  
During the 30 years the Macedo 
family owned the property there 
were various uses, which included 
a convenience store with gas and 
diesel pumping stations.  At the 
time of purchase its use included 
the Los Vaqueros Grill and Ken’s 
Tires shop.

“From the onset of this project 

Kevin Chen, a junior at Amador 
Valley High School (AVHS) in 
Pleasanton, passed the Eagle Board 
of Review on December 23, 2011, 
earning his Eagle Scout rank, the 
highest rank offered by the Boy 
Scouts of America.

To reach the Eagle rank, it 
takes a scout several years of hard 
work, including leadership and 
exemplary roles in a troop. The 
final challenge is to find, plan, lead, 
and execute a community service 
project. 

Kevin’s Eagle project was to 
replace 180 feet of benches and re-
taining walls at Creekside Middle 
School in Castro Valley, where 
he graduated with the Principal’s 
Award in 2008. The Principal’s 
Award is given to an eighth grade 
graduate who received a GPA of 
4.0 for all three years at the school. 
Among several projects he was 
considering, Kevin chose the most 
ambitious one because he wanted 
to make a difference in the lives 
of hundreds of students. He spent 
12 months in project selection, 
project preparation, fundraising, 
researching, negotiating prices 
with an on-line vendor and order-
ing specialized materials and parts 
that meet the requirements from 
the school and the school district, 
coordinating inventory storage, 
and maintaining detailed and accu-
rate accounting. Kevin reached out 
to local businesses and individuals, 
even in the tough economy, he 
raised $3,024.31 for the project. 
He led a team of 25 volunteers to 
work on the project and repaint the 
surfaces with matching color. After 
the project was finished on October 
30, 2011, he donated the remaining 
$876.87 to the school for similar 
projects in the future.

“Since the state financial crisis, 
many projects have been deferred 
and school sites have been unable 
to keep up with increasing main-
tenance demands. Kevin's  contri-
bution will help us maintain our 
facility and will benefit students for 

many years to come,” as appreci-
ated by Ms. MaryAnn DeGrazia, 
the Principal at Creekside Middle 
School, “The assistance of consci-
entious, thoughtful, and exemplary 
students like Kevin have enabled 
Creekside to continue to be the 
outstanding school that it is.”

Kevin joined Boy Scout Troop 
722 in Castro Valley in March 
2006 after crossing over from 
Cub Scout Pack 708. Over the 
years, he held multiple leadership 
positions in the troop, including 
Assistant Patrol Leader, Patrol 
Leader (2007-2008), Backpacking 
Instructor (2007-2008), Winter 
Awareness Instructor (2008-2009), 
Order of Arrow Representative 
(2009-2010), Assistant Senior Pa-
trol Leader (2009-2010), and, ul-
timately, the Senior Patrol Leader 
(SPL, 2010-2011). 

Kevin was awarded the Scout 
of the Year in June 2010 and fin-
ished National Youth Leadership 

Training (NYLT) in 2009. With the 
troop, Kevin hiked 227 miles, had 
74 camping nights, earned 27 merit 
badges, and finished 178 hours in 
community service.

Besides scouting, Kevin is 
actively engaged in several clubs 
at AVHS, including the Robotics 
Club, Mock Trial, and Science 
Olympiad. His family is very 
proud of his accomplishments.

we knew this property was an ex-
cellent opportunity and that the site 
lent itself to traditional single fam-
ily, detached homes that could be 
brought to the market at affordable 
price points”, said Scott Menard, 
president of Arbor Development 
Group.  Arbor entitled the project 
with the City of Livermore and 
completed environmental clean-up 
of the site, a process that took ap-
proximately eighteen months.

Fifty two-story homes will con-
sist of five traditional floor plans 
ranging in size from 1,722 square 
feet to 2,313 square feet.  Each lot 
will have private yard space and 
the community will share a private 
park with additional outdoor green 
space.

In the fourth quarter of 2011, 
Standard Pacific Homes acquired 
development rights from Arbor and 
has since closed on the property 
with the Macedo Family.  The an-
ticipated pricing for the homes will 
include reductions in various city 
fees that the Arbor team negotiated 
during the planning process.  Con-
struction is slated to commence in 
the first quarter of 2013.

 
·

Mike Dunne (pictured at right), 
director of Laser Fusion Energy 
at Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL), has been 
awarded the 2011 Excellence in 
Fusion Engineering Award by 
Fusion Power Associates (FPA). 
Dunne received the award Dec. 14 
at the FPA's annual meeting and 
symposium in Washington, D.C.

The FPA board chose Dunne for 
the honor based on his "many tech-
nical contributions to high energy 
density physics and laser facility 
design and operations, both in the 
UK and in the U.S., and also the 
leadership he has been providing at 
LLNL to the LIFE project."

Dunne joined LLNL in 2010 as 
director for Laser Fusion Energy, 
a role that includes leadership of 
the Laser Inertial Fusion Energy 
(LIFE) project. He previously led 
the European laser fusion program, 
HiPER-a consortium of 26 institu-
tions across 10 countries. Dunne 

also held the post of director of 
the UK's Central Laser Facility 
and spent 10 years at the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment.

The FPA Excellence in Fusion 
Engineering Awards were estab-
lished in 1987 and are awarded 
annually to individuals who have 
shown both technical accomplish-
ment and the potential to become 
exceptionally influential leaders in 
the fusion field. 

Eagle Scout Kevin Chen

Eagle Rank Achieved by Pleasanton Scout

Standard Pacific Homes Purchases 
North Vasco Site

Excellence in Fusion Engineering
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board or email information to editmail@com-
puserve.com. Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Become a volunteer literacy tutor and 
make a real difference in someone’s life.  
Over 75 people are waiting for help.  A free 
tutor training workshop will be held at the 
Livermore Library on Saturday, January 21, 
from 9AM-4PM.  Once  trained, a volunteer 
can tutor any day or any time.  To register, 
or for more information, call 373-5507. The 
READ Project is a service of the Livermore 
Public Library.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club, 
meeting on Thursday, January 12, 7pm at Alisal 
School's multipurpose room, 1454 Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. The speaker will be Janet 
Miller, Contra Costa master gardener, whose 
topic will be non-toxic rodent control. Visitors  
are welcome.  For more information call Bev at 
925-485-7812 or visit www.lavgc.org

German classes, Livermore Adult Edu-
cation, 1401 Almond Ave., Livermore. Con-
versational German for intermediate students 
1/10/12 to 2/13/12 Tuesdays, 7:00 to 9:00 pm.  
Tuition is $140 for ten sessions. Although this 
is an ongoing  class, new students welcome. 
Conversational German for advanced students 
1/11/12 to 2/14/12 Wednesdays, 7:00 to 9:00 
pm. Ongoing class with new theme each ses-
sion, new students welcome. Tuition is $140 
for ten sessions. For information or to register 
call (925) 606-4722. Online registration at:  
www.livermoreadulted.org

Prairie Giant,  the film will be shown 
7 p.m. Sat., Jan. 14 at the IBEW Hall, 6250 
Village Parkway, Dublin.  This film is a drama-
tization based on the man voted the “Greatest 
Canadian Ever,” Rev. Tommy Douglas.  This is 
the story of the founding and creation of most of 
the freedoms that Canadians now enjoy.   Meet 
and greet potluck begins at 6:30 PM, while a 
short discussion follows the film.  For more 
information, call 925-462-3459.

Livermore Historymobile, Artifacts 
needed. The Heritage Guild is in the process 
of updating the Livermore Historymobile, 
which is used to teach local history to Liver-
more third graders and also is a resource for 
the community. If you should happen to have 
any Livermore artifacts you might be willing 
to donate, please call and I'll be happy to pick 
them up. This would include any items referring 
to local Native Americans, early Spaniards and 
missionaries, ranchers, early days at LLNL, 
wineries, etc. If you have any questions or 
would like to donate, contact Nancy Mulligan, 
925-443-3076.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., Jan. 7, 15-25 miles training ride for Cin-
derella Classic, meet 9:30 a.m. at Dublin High 
School, Carol DaShiell, 989-8321. Sun., Jan. 
8, 50 miles out Tesla Rd. to Patterson Pass and 
Midway Roads, meet 9:30 a.m. at old Nob Hill 
in Livermore, Alberto Lanzas, 510-825-9581. 
Wed., Jan. 11, 33.5 miles, after the holiday work 
out, meet 10 a.m. at Moraga Commons, Edith 
Norby, 707-771-0483. Anyone planning to go 
on a ride is asked to contact the leader for details 
on where to meet and what to bring.

Armchair Travelers, a monthly program, 
will take place at the Livermore Civic Center Li-
brary on Thurs., Jan. 12,   from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.. 
Ellen Bell will show digital photographs of her 
recent vacation in Norway.  Adults are invited 
to this free program on the second Thursday of 
each month in the Community Meeting Rooms 
of the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore.  For additional information 
please call 925 373-5500.

Tri-Valley Republican Women Feder-
ated monthly dinner meeting, Thursday, Janu-
ary 12, 6:30 p.m. at Cattlemen's Restaurant, 
2882 Kitty Hawk Road, Livermore.  Guest 
speaker will be Roseanne Slonsky-Breault, 
President of Northern Division of Republican 
Women Federated.  Members $26, guests $30.  
coupclan1962@pacbell.net.  Mail checks to 
TVRWF, P. O. Box 1901, Pleasanton, CA 
94566  or pay at door.

Writing Club for Young Adults, ages 
12- 21, are invited to join The Writing Club 
at the Livermore Public Library, Civic Center.  
The Writing Club will meet once a month on 
Thursdays, January 26, February 23, March 29, 
and April 26, 2012, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, for 
a fun-filled evening of writing with author J.L. 

Powers.  This free event will take place in the 
Storytime Room of the Civic Center Library, 
1188 South Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 
Learn about publishing your works and how to 
expand writing horizons.  Write and edit each 
other’s work. For more information, please 
visit TEEN SPACE on the library’s website: 
www.livermorelibrary.net, or contact Sandy at 
925-373-5500, extension 5583.

Match Key Mixer, Single professionals 
of all ages are invited to meet new friends, 
Friday, January 27, 2012, 8pm-Midnight, at 
the Marriott Hotel, 11950 Dublin Canyon 
Rd., Pleasanton. The cost of the party is $20 
at the door, which includes the Match Your 
Key Mixer, plus dancing to your favorite 
hits.  This event is co-sponsored by The 
Society of Single Professionals, the world’s 
largest non-profit singles organization; and by 
MatchYourKey.com.   Anyone wishing more 
information about this and many other singles 
parties may call 415/507-9962 or visit www.
ThePartyHotline.com.

Crab Feed, Sat., Feb. 11, Aahmes Event 
Center, Livermore. 6 p.m. doors open, 7 p.m. 
dinner, 8 p.m. dancing to "Country Flavor 
Band." Menu of crab and prime rib, pasta, salad, 
French bread and dessert. No host bar. Silent 
auction. Fund-raising for Shrine nonprofit. 
Tickets $40 per person, table of ten $375. 
Contact the Shrine Event Center Office at 373-
4880 for tickets and/or information.

OFA Tri-Valley Progressives, meeting:  
Livermore team Jan 12, 6:30PM 3957 Califor-
nia Way. Meet with fellow Obama supporters 
living and working in the Tri-Valley area. 
Find out how to make difference. There will 
be a discussion and planning of activities and 
team events such as volunteer recruitment, 
phone banking and voter registration. Feel 
free to bring snacks to share and join in on 
stimulating and enjoyable discussions with 
other Obama supporters. Contact Kyoko for 
details at 925-290-7124.

The Pedrozzi Scholarship Founda-
tion applications for graduates of accredited 
Livermore schools who wish to continue their 
education at four year colleges, community 
colleges, graduate schools and technical/voca-
tional institutions are available online January 
1, 2012 at www.pedrozzifoundation.org. The 
deadline for all applications and sealed official 
transcripts is March 1, 2012 at 5:00pm. The 
Pedrozzi Scholarship Foundation has awarded 
over $1.2 million to graduates of Livermore 
schools.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., general meeting and birthday luncheon 
Sun., Jan. 15, 1 p.m. RSVP by Jan. 7 to Marsha, 
830-8483. Soup sharing lunch in Pleasanton, 
Jan. 12, 11:30 a.m., RSVP by Jan. 8 to Ruby, 
462-9636. Lunch in Pleasanton, Jan. 18, 11:30 
a.m. RSVP by Jan. 16 to Janet, 443-3317. 
Happy hour in Pleasanton, Jan. 19, 5 p.m., 
RSVP by Jan. 17 to Kathy, 398-8005. Crab 
feed dinner in Livermore, Jan. 21, 5 p.m., 
RSVP by Jan. 4 to Hilda, 398-8808. Lunch in 
downtown Danville, Jan. 26, 11:30 a.m., RSVP 
by Jan. 22 to Marsha, 830-8483. Brunch/lunch 
in Pleasanton, Jan. 29, 11:30 a.m., RSVP by 
Jan. 26 to Ruby, 462-9636. 

Ring In 2012 at a special Girls Night Out 
Network (GNON) “New Years” event hosted 
by Comerica Bank. Great food, great drinks, 
great friends Special New Years menu provided 
by TGIF. No host bar. Raffle prizes too. Thurs., 
Jan. 12, 5:30 to 8 p.m. Comerica Bank (600 
Main St., Downtown Pleasanton). RSVP to 
gnoners@gmail.com by January 10. $10/pp 
for members; $15/pp for non-members 

 Garden of Grace Learning Series, Ses-
sion 2: Garden Bed Preparation. Saturday, Jan. 
7, 2012 from 11:00 Am to 11:45 AM. Class is 
free and will be held rain or shine. Taught by 
Dr. Mark Brunell, Alameda County Master 
Gardener and Associate Professor of Biologi-
cal Sciences at the University of the Pacific. 
Asbury Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue, 
Livermore, Ca. Classrooms 11 and 12. Informa-
tion, www.asburygardenofgrace.org

Livermore Adult Community Education 
is celebrating 88 years serving the Livermore 
Valley’s Adult Learners. The following classes 
coming up: Microsoft Office 2010, Quick-
Books, English as a Second Language, Adult 
High School Diploma, GED, Yoga and Art. Call 
925-606-4722 or visit www.livermoreadulted.
org for information. 

Annual Crab Feed for Forest Home 
Farms Historic Park, 6 p.m. Sat., Jan. 28 
at the Dougherty Station Community Center, 
170011 Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon. 

Price is $42 per person. Contact Carol Lopez 
at 925-828-0586 or any Board Member of the 
San Ramon Historic Foundation. No host social 
hour 6 p.m. with complimentary hors d'oeuvres; 
wine and beer for sale; dinner served at 7 p.m. 
Fun cake auction planned. All proceeds are 
used to provide programs, special events on the 
farm and maintenance for Forest Home Farms 
Historic Park and the Glass House.

Beginners Internet classes at the Pleas-
anton Library, monthly four-class series to 
learn to surf the Internet and send emails. 
Absolute beginners are welcome. Classes are 
held at 9:00 am with a choice of Tuesday or 
Thursday sections. Registration is required. 
Reserve a spot at the Reference Desk, or call 
925/931-3400, extension 7. Library programs 
are free and open to everyone. Call Merry 
Luskin at 925/931-3400 for information. 400 
Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.

Crab Feed, Friday, January 20, starting at 
6:30 p.m. at the Shrine Event Center located 
in Livermore. It will be a benefit for CAST 
-the charity that helps children with autism. 
White Crane Winery is hosting the event. 
Cost is $41 for wine club members, $45 for 
nonmembers, plus tax and gratuity. Dinner 
includes: Crab, Garlic Bread, Ceasar Salad, 
Pasta, and Dessert. A wine and beer bar will 
be available for purchases. Dance to the "The 
Gabe Duffin Band" playing songs from the 
70's, 80's & 90's. Reservations can be made 
at www.whitecranewinery.com.

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All Mili-
tary" is a 501(c)3 non profit military support 
organization based in Livermore. S.A.M. has 
been in operation since January 2004. It is 
dedicated to the continued support of deployed 
troops. Preparation of comfort packages 
takes place every other week - all year long. 
Providing morale support for those deployed. 
All information provided is confidential and 
is not shared for security purposes. To submit 
a name and address, inquire about donations 
or helping, please visit www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events. 

Discover Lassen in Winter: 7 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m., Thursday, January 19, Kevin Sweeney, 
park ranger and member of Lassen Backcountry 
Ski Patrol, lead a digital tour of Lassen’s winter 
wonderland, as he shares images of some of 
his favorite day trips and overnight adventures. 
Learn about the park’s unique natural treasures, 
as well as the gear and skills you’ll need to 
safely explore its snowy terrain. Register for 
this free presentation at www.rei.com/dublin. 
Free and open to the public at REI, 7099 
Amador Plaza Road, in Dublin. The public 
may contact Dublin store’s Customer Service 
Department for more information about these 
programs, (925) 828-9826.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new and long-time residents to its 
January luncheon on Jan. 19 at Forbes Mill 
Restaurant, 200 Sycamore Valley Rd. W., 
Danville. 11:30 am to 2 p.m., cost is $19. 
Speaker will Hypnotherapist Gerri Levitas. 
Call Grace, 925-828-8554, for information 
and reservations.

Free Diabetes Self-Management Classes, 
6 to 7 week series will teach you how to man-
age your diabetes with exercise, health eating 
(including the foods you love) and medications, 
and answer all your questions about living with 
diabetes. Saturdays January 14 through Febru-
ary 25 at the Dublin Senior Center. Thursdays, 
February 23 through April 5 at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center. Class is open to adults of all ages 
(not just Seniors) with pre-diabetes or type 
2 diabetes. Please call the Alameda County 
Diabetes Program at 510-383-5185 to register. 
Space is limited. 

Sew Fest, Dress a Girl Around the World. 
Sat., Jan. 14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. St. Michael Parish 
Hall, 300 block of Maple Street, Livermore. 
Goal is to make 100 cute dresses in one day for 
little girls in developing countries. For more 
information, please contact Suzanne Slupesky 
at suzanneslu@yahoo.com or 352-8447. In-
formation about the program can be found at 
www.dressagirlaroundtheworld.com or www.
hope4kidsinternational.org/h4wi.

Would you like help with your resume? 
The Pleasanton Public Library is offering free 
consultations with an experienced Employment 
Recruiter. Sign up at the Reference Desk for 
a 20 minute consultation. Receive help with 
resume writing, find employment web sites, 
learn how to search for a job on the web, and 
get help with on-line applications. The Pleas-

anton Library has extensive support material 
available. For appointments call the Reference 
Desk at 925/931-3400. Library programs are 
free and open to everyone. 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 10 a.m. in the second floor 
conference room at Heritage Estates Retirement 
Community. The address is 900 E. Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore All are welcome. Contacts 
are: Sandra Grafrath 443-6655 or Lee Parlett 
292-9280

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at 
(925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

RELIGION
Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 

Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747. 

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-
more, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is held 
at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church and reading 
room are located at Third and N Streets. The 
Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
worship (semiformal); 9:45 a.m. adult Bible 
study/Sunday school; 11 a.m. worship (infor-
mal). For information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sunday wor-
ship. Information 447-1950. 

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, ser-
vices on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ All 
are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Sunday school or Bible study for all ages at 9:45 
a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
nights there is adult Bible study at 6:45 and 
NRG and Re.Gen for youth, and children's 
choir for kids. Child care during all events. 
447-1848, www.trinitylivermore.org.

Tri-Valley Unity Church, 2260 Camino 
Ramon, San Ramon. Class for children, ages 
4-8, plus new pre-teen and teen program, dur-
ing church service, 10-11:15 a.m. Sundays. 
Ongoing adult classes and small groups. All 
are welcome. Rev. Harriet Hawkins, minister. 
www.trivalleyunity.com (925) 829-2733.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire La 
Scola at 447-9800.

Stepping Stones on Grief Journey work-
shop, bimonthly event. St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. 2nd 
and 4th Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 22, 2011 Jan. 
12 & 26, 2012 Feb. 9 & 23, 2012 and March 
8 & 22, 2012. No preregistration is necessary. 
These sessions are open to all, regardless of 
religious affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty 
at 925-846-5377 for more information.

Catholicism, St. Michael Catholic Church 
in Livermore will screen all ten episodes 
of Father Robert Barron's groundbreaking 
"Catholicism" series, followed by a question 
and answer session led by Suzanne Slupesky, 
Catholic theology scholar. One episode will be 
featured per night for 10 consecutive Mondays: 
January 9 through March 12, 2012, from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. in St. Michael Parish Hall located on 
the 300 Block of Maple Street, Livermore, Cali-
fornia. Admission is free. Learn what Catholics 
believe and why. Discover the full meaning of 
the faith. For additional information on Father 
Barron's series visit www.catholicismseries.
com. St. Michael Parish, 458 Maple Street, 
Livermore, 925-447-1585.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Cornerstone 
Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. blended-
style with choir and band, family worship. 
10:30 a.m. contemporary led by band, Sunday 
School for children and middle-schoolers. 
www.centerpointechurch.org; 925-846-4436.

Comedy Show. Nazareth USA, Proud 
2 B American, Friday, January 20, 7:00-8:30 
p.m.. A ninety-minute family-friendly comedy 
show with internationally-known comedian 
Nazareth, who will entertain and encourage 
the audience. CrossWinds Church, 6444 Sierra 
Court in Dublin. $10 per person (free seating 
for local active service men and women). Ticket 
price includes show, dessert, and gourmet cof-
fee. Contact Samantha Leggat, 925-560-3822 
or email sleggat@crosswindschurch.org. 

Spirituality and Healthy Aging, Tues-
day, January 10, 2012 St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Community at 1315 Lomitas Ave. 
in Livermore will be hosting an evening 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in Borromeo Hall. All 
are welcome to join us. Rev. Dr. Peter Clark 
will share how spiritual practices can nour-
ish and sustain people as they age, and how 
aging can be seen as a spiritual journey. For 
information about this event, contact Julie at 
925-447-4549 ext 114 or at upcatholic@aol.
com.There is a $5/person donation at the door 
to cover speaker cost. 

Internet Safety: Keeping our Children 
Safe, Wednesday, January 18 from 7:00-8:30 
p.m. in Borromeo Hall, St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Community at 1315 Lomitas Ave., 
Livermore. This is an information session for 
adult and teens presented by the FBI on the safe 
use of the internet. This session is to provide 
information to adults and teens on how to use 
the internet safely. For more information about 
this event contact Julie at 925-447-4549 ext 
114 or at upcatholic@aol.com.

St. Charles/St. Michael's Bible Study, 
beginning Monday, January 9 and running 
though February 20, St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Community at 1315 Lomitas Ave., 
Livermore; 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Pope Room. 
The topic for this session is Jesus and the 
Gospels. All are welcome, beginners to the 
experienced. For more information about this 
even contact Julie at 925-447-4549 ext 114 or 
at upcatholic@aol.com.

Returning Catholics, Were you raised 
Catholic but do not come or seldom come to 
church anymore? Are you a Catholic who now 
feels separated from the Church? Would you 
like to know more about the Catholic Church as 
it is today?  The six-week Returning Catholics 
sessions begin on January 11, 2012, 7:00 p.m. 
– 8:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, Room 
A in Pleasanton.  For more information, call 
Kimberly Whitaker at 925-846-0892.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 1040 
Florence Rd., Livermore.  Sunday service at 
10am.  For details please see our website at 
www.stinnocent.net or call Fr. Leo Arrowsmith 
at 456-0845.  

Community HU Chant is the theme of a 
non-denominational prayer activity Saturday, 
January 7 at 1:15 p.m. The Community HU is 
held once a month each 1st Saturday at The 
Parkview, 100 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton.   
Please contact http://eck-ca.org/  by computer, 
or call Kathy at (925) 944-0118.

Philosphers’ Café, an informal gathering 
to discuss ideas, will hold its January meeting 
Sunday, January 8 at 10:45 a.m. at Café Rumi 
at Center and Heyer Sts. in Castro Valley.  The 
topic is “Is Human Nature bacically competitive 
or cooperative?” Philosophers’ Café is an activ-
ity of the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, a Secular 
Humanistic Jewish community, but is open 
to the entire community.  (Non-members are 
asked to donate $5 per session.) Further sessions 
are scheduled for March 4, April 1 and May 6 
with topics to be announced.  For information, 
please contact (925) 240-5612.

 
 

 
 


