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Amador Valley High School and Livermore High School battled to a 2 to 2 tie in men's varsity soccer 
last week.  Pictured is Jason Chow (4) from Amador being defended by Kyle Kline (8) of Livermore. 
Jason Chow and Cory Beck scored for Amador; Ryan Texeria and Dre Molano for Livermore.

PET OF THE WEEK
Benji is a petite Terrier mix with soulful brown eyes.  He 
is friendly and very polite, too!  He's just a scruffy little 
guy with a great personality.  To meet Benji, come to 
Valley Humane Society located at 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton.  Open Tuesday-Saturday from 11AM to 
5PM.  Visit the web site www.valleyhumane.org or call 
925-426-8656 for more information. 

Don't Miss 
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Stories in today's 
Section II include:

• Therapy Dogs
• Mathcounts
• Exhibition openings
• Film into book begins
• Bulletin Board and Arts 
  and Entertainment
  Calendar

According to Carni-valware-
house.com the Alameda County 
Fair, with a 21.5% increase in 
attendance, outpaced all the Top 
50 Fairs in America for 2009.  
Recently released attendance 
numbers from Fairs across the 
nation show that the Alameda 
County Fair is now ranked 41st 
on the list of the Top 50 North 
American Fairs.  This is the 
highest ranking in history for 
the Alameda County Fair.  Of 
particular note, 19 of the Fairs 
larger than the Alameda County 
Fair are State Fairs, while the 
Alameda County Fair is oper-
ated by the nonprofit Fair As-
sociation.

The 2009 Annual Alameda 
County Fair reached an atten-
dance level of 434,919 patrons, 
representing a 21.5% increase 
above 2008.  According to Fair 
organizers, this was the highest 
attended Fair over the past 20 
years of modern record keep-
ing.

“Recognizing the difficult 
economy, we were honored 
that so many people chose to 
invest their time with family 
and friends at the Fair this past 
summer,” stated Rick Pickering, 
CEO of the Alameda County 
Agricultural Fair Association.  
“As a nonprofit organization 
that receives no tax support, we 
strive to be financially prudent 
as we continue to enhance the 
Fairgrounds and provide our 
many communities with local 
affordable edu-tainment”.

July 3, 2009, became the 
single highest attended day in 
the Fair’s recent history with 

Alameda County 
Fair Outpaces 
Top 50 Fairs in 

The City of Livermore is 
conducting budget workshops to 
solicit community input on the 
City’s budget.

The City is taking a new ap-
proach in the setting of goals and 
priorities for city services.  Citi-
zens are encouraged to attend any 
one of three budget workshops to 
help identify issues and priorities 
for the City’s operating budget for 
the next two-year budget cycle. 
The meetings with city officials 
are being scheduled at various 
locations throughout the City to 
garner the broadest input.  

Budget workshops are sched-
uled to be held at the following 
locations:

January 27, Livermore High 
Schoool Student Union, 600 
Maple St., 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Jan. 28, Sunset Elementary 
School multipurpose room, 1761 
Frankfurt Way, 6:30 to 9 p.m.

February 1, Croce Elementary 
School multipurpose room, 5650 
Scenic Ave., 6:30 to 9 p.m.

“I encourage everyone to at-
tend one of these workshops,” 
stressed Mayor Marshall Ka-
mena. “We need everyone’s 
input as we seek to make the 
best decisions possible for our 
residents.”

For more information on up-
coming budget workshops, please 
visit the City’s website at www.
ci.livermore.ca.us.

(See FAIR, page 8)

Livermore to 
Take Input on 
Budget Priorities
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The semifinals in the Livermore 2010 Talent Competition were 
held last Saturday. Pictured is Belinda Yan playing the Guzheng. 
For more photos, see Section II.

By Patricia Koning
Wireless networks extend 

beyond the physical building in 
which they are encompassed. 
This thought crossed the mind 
of Bill Dunlop, a trustee of the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District, when the District 
began working on going wireless 
a few years ago. 

The result is that greater ac-
cess to computing is being pro-
vided to low income families.

“It occurred to me that close 
neighbors of the schools could 

use the wireless network if they 
had a password,” he explains. 
However, to take advantage of 
a wireless network, one needs 
a computer. This got Dunlop 
thinking about the education gap 
in Livermore and if technology 
were a factor. 

“Part of the District’s tech-
nology plan was implementing 
School Loop and providing ac-
cess to programs like Hot Math—
important tools that require a 
computer and internet access in 
the home,” says Dunlop. “Our 

goal was to provide computers, 
Internet access, and training 
to low-income families free of 
charge or at a very low cost.”

Last year Dunlop and Geoff 
Warner, the District’s director 
of information technology, de-
veloped a pilot program called 
Access All to achieve these goals. 
“We knew from the start we 
would need partnerships,” says 
Warner. “The District simply did 
not have the resources.”

Dunlop, a retired Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 

physicist, arranged for computer 
donations through his former 
employer while Warner worked 
with One Economy Corpora-
tion to secure free Internet con-
nections through AT&T. One 
Economy is a global nonprofit 
organization that uses innovative 
approaches to deliver the power 
of technology and information to 
low-income people. AT&T is one 
of its supporters. 

The training piece came 
through Las Positas College 
Technical Support (LaPTechS), 

one of the college’s work-based 
learning programs. LaPTechS 
provides low-cost computer, ad-
ministrative, and technical assis-
tance to local business, schools, 
community organizations, and 
Las Positas College (LPC) itself. 
LaPTechS already provides some 
computer support to the Liver-
more School District. 

Next, Junction Avenue Middle 
School Principal Susan Sam-
buceti identified 10 families that 
could benefit from the donated 

District Seeks to Bridge the Digital Divide

(See DIGITAL, page 2)

Pleasanton residents expressed 
opposition to any Livermore 
BART extension that went down 
El Charro Road and through the 
chain of lakes.

The view was expressed dur-
ing a public hearing on the proj-
ect draft environmental impact 
report (EIR).  

A standing room only crowd 
filled the Pleasanton city council 
chambers last Wednesday. Liver-
more residents were among those 
present.

The EIR studies nine alterna-
tive routes. The eventual out-
come will be the selection of 
a preferred alignment to bring 

BART to Livermore. The various 
options studied in the draft report 
can be mixed and matched.

The chain of lakes area is lo-
cated on the eastside of Pleasan-
ton. The city will soon be moving 
forward with a specific plan for 
its eastside. Residents said the 
proposed BART aerial structure 
would impact what will become 
a premiere recreational area. 
They pointed out that the chain 
of lakes route would also impact 
Pleasanton’s development plans 
for Staples Ranch. A “slice” of 
the property would be needed for 
the extension.

Pleasanton received support 

for its opposition to the chain 
of lakes option from Alameda 
County Supervisor Scott Hag-
gerty. “It would be hard for me to 
vote for an alignment through the 
chain of lakes,” he stated at the 
hearing. “I want the extension. I 
will take the path of least resis-
tance. Something tells me if the 
chain of lakes route were taken, 
someone will sue us.”

Haggerty also told Pleasanton 
residents that extending BART 
to Livermore would take traffic 
off of I-580 and the streets of 
Pleasanton. 

Three of the proposed align-

Pleasanton Opposed to BART 
Extension Through Eastside

(See BART, page 2)

By Ron McNicoll 
The amount of red ink that 

Pleasanton is facing for next 
year’s school budget more than 
doubled in two days, to $6.9 mil-
lion, after Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger gave his budget mes-
sage Jan. 8. 

Suddenly Pleasanton School 
District's Red Ink is Doubled 

The school administration 
early last week sent the board a 
list of recommended cuts based 
on an estimate then of a state 
funding shortfall. The district 
was looking at a potential reduc-
tion of $3.6 million in costs. 
The list of possible cuts already 

included such things as elimina-
tion of K-3 and ninth grade class 
size reduction. 

Just two days after Schwar-
zenegger promised in his State of 
the State message Jan. 6 that he 
would not harm K-12 education 

(See RED INK, page 4)

“Wait and see” is the motto 
right now for Valley cities in the 
wake of Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger’s budget message. 
Generally, though, the impact 
looks very light on most city 
service areas. 

The governor said on Jan. 8 
that the state must close a pro-
jected $19.9 billion deficit in the 
coming fiscal year, which begins 
on July 1. 

It’s hard to tell from the 
governor’s message just what 
will happen, said Pleasanton city 
manager Nelson Fialho. “I’ve 
been working in Pleasanton for 
14 years, and whatever a govern 
proposes winds up almost 100 
percent different by the time 
it makes its way through the 
Legislature,” he said. But at first 
sight, the city doesn’t have any 
worries, added Fialho. 

Livermore administrative 
services director Holly Brock-
Cohn said that from what she 
can discern, there won’t be much 
impact on Livermore. 

The exception is the ex-
pected taking of revenue from 
the Livermore Redevelopment 
Agency. The state tried to take 
$1.9 million for this fiscal year, 
and wants to add $375,000 to it 
in the next fiscal year. 

However, the California Re-
development Agency success-
fully sued the governor’s office 
last year, and rebuffed that take 

Budget Impact on 
Cities Looks Light 

attempt. Brock-Cohn said that the 
authority has a lawsuit pending 
to defeat the governor again on 
whatever grounds he is trying 
the take redevelopment funds 
this time. 

“We don’t see any other direct 
impact right now (on the city 
budget),” said Brock-Cohn. The 
city laid off employees for this 
fiscal year, but so far it doesn’t 
look like that would have to hap-
pen again, she said. 

At LARPD, general manager 
Tim Barry said that so far things 
don’t look different from the 
status quo. LARPD has been 
losing one-half of its property tax 
annually to the state. 

However, thanks to Proposi-
tion 1A, this year LARPD will 
receive a check for the money 
taken from it last year and this 
year. LARPD will put that in 
reserve, in case there are any 
more funding raids by the state, 
said Barry. 

The cities also received mon-
ey from checks from Prop. 1A, 
which established a securitization 
fund that sells the cities’ debts 
to people who want to hold the 
paper on them. 

Fialho said that the fund pays 
4 percent to investors, so those 
debts are being sought. The cities 
receive their money up front. The 
state has four years to pay off the 
debt. The paybacks to local cities 

(See BUDGET, page 4)



PAGE 2 - The Independent, JANUARY 14, 2010

computers and Internet connec-
tions. “The main reaction was 
that this was too good to be true,” 
says Warner.

The LaPTechS preconfigured 
and tested the computers, then 
they conducted several training 
sessions with the families. “The 
students got a lot of satisfaction 
from working on this project,” 
says Leslie Gravino, the LPC 
work-based learning coordinator. 
“I think it was enlightening for 
them to see that what they take 
for granted—computer know-
how and access—other people 
have never had.”

Last year, Jane Aboud’s fam-
ily received a computer and 
Internet access through Access 
All. “It’s been a real blessing in 
our home,” she says. “My son 
is now getting straight A’s. I’m 
able to be a better, more informed 
parent.”

Sambuceti thinks this is a 
benefit of the program—making 
access available to the whole 
family, opening up a world of 
possibilities in terms of research, 
education, and employment. 
“It was a singular joy to watch 
parents and students poring over 
the computers together in the 

classroom for our first few meet-
ings and to witness the realiza-
tion dawning on the parents in 
particular that they could become 
part of the Internet generation,” 
she says. “The parents asked 
thoughtful questions about how 
to protect their children on-line, 
a major concern for computer-il-
literate parents.”

News of the program quickly 
spread. The District began receiv-
ing requests from the Del Valle/
Phoenix school community. “If 
you apply to college, that’s all 
online now. Same with search-
ing for and applying for jobs,” 
says Dunlop. “So this is another 
segment of our population with a 
need for computer access.”

By the end of this school year, 
over 50 families will be part of 
the Access All pilot program. 
Dunlop hopes the District can 
expand the program further, but 
more computers are needed. One 
Economy’s initial commitment is 
for 200 lines. 

The District is seeking do-
nated computers, preferably lap-
tops because they do not require 
any external components. For 
more information, contact Geoff 
Warner at 925-606-5228 or gwar-
ner@lvjusd.k12.ca.us. 

DIGITAL
(continued from page one)

ments studied in the EIR end 
at Greenville Road; two go to 
Vasco Road near the current 
ACE station; two terminate in 
the downtown. These options 
would have two stations. Both 
the Greenville and Vasco routes 
include one that goes through 
the downtown. Several going 
through the downtown leave the 
freeway at El Charro and travel 
through the quarry area. One ex-
its the freeway near Las Positas 
Blvd.; another goes underground 
along Portola and Junction Av-
enue into the downtown. 

There are also two one-station 
alignments. One goes down I-580 
and ends at Isabel and I-580; the 
other uses El Charro, extends 
through the quarry area and stops 
at Isabel and Stanley Blvd.

 Bill Hurrell, from BART, 
told the audience that the various 
routes provide something differ-
ent. A downtown/Vasco option 
would offer more opportunities 
for transit oriented development 
(TOD), producing more potential 
economic benefit. The alignment 
would also show the greatest re-
duction in vehicle miles traveled. 
Hurrell said that the further east 
the extension goes, the more traf-
fic would be removed from the 
freeway. There would be limited 
opportunity for development 
near Isabel.

Hurrell noted BART owns 
the land near Isabel/580 and 
Greenville/580. If neither site 
were used, they could be sold 
and the money put back into the 
system.

Members of the public then 
offered their comments.

Victor Bailey, from Pleasan-

ton, said he had served on the 
BART advisory board before any 
track had been laid. He felt that 
Pleasanton had made a mistake 
in not bringing  transit into the 
downtown. He noted that most 
BART routes go through civic 
centers and are underground. He 
asked, “Do you want good tran-
sit. Cars don’t use BART, people 
do.” He supported a downtown 
station for Livermore.

Bob Baltzer, a Livermore 
resident, was opposed to either 
of the two freeway options. 
“They could not be funded with-
out breaching the urban growth 
boundary. Parking at each would 
be overwhelmed by commuters 
quickly. A downtown to Vasco 
alignment would provide the best 
opportunity for TOD, intermodal 
connection and local access,” he 
stated.

An opposite viewpoint was 
expressed by Jim Sandler of 
Pleasanton, who declared that he 
was a strong advocate of a route 
down 580. He cited the noise 
impact on residents created by 
other routes, the lower costs of 
the freeway options, and easier 
access for commuters.

Nick Tynan also favored 580 
to Greenville. “It is the most cost 
effective alternative. It is also 
easier to build.”

Livermore resident Clay Wid-
mayer supported a route under-
ground along Portola into the 
downtown and continuing to 
Vasco Road. He said it would 
optimize the economic benefits 
to Livermore.

Chris Moore, Pleasanton, 
who serves on the Zone 7 Board, 
favored  the extension along 580 

to Greenville. He noted that he 
was speaking as an individual, 
not for Zone 7. He expressed 
opposition to going through the 
chain of lakes, noting that Zone 
7 will eventually take control 
of the lakes. They will be used 
for storm water detention and to 
recharge the underground basin. 
He also did not like the idea of 
an aerial structure adjacent to the 
Livermore Airport.

“I support the extension to 
Livermore, only if it doesn’t 
go through the chain of lakes,” 
declared Nancy Allen of Pleas-
anton. She said that the visual 
impact of the aerial structure 
would be incompatible with the 
existing homes. 

Heidi Massie said that the 
route should go as far east as 
possible. She opposed all of the 
routes that cut through Staples 
Ranch and the chain of lakes. 
“The 580 options are cheaper 
than any option that goes through 
downtown Livermore,” Massie 
added.

Doug Mann expressed the 
idea that BART should not be 
extended to Livermore. Rather 
some other type of transit should 
be built to connect Livermore to 
the trains. He called the down-
town station the least undesirable 
option if the extension were to 
move forward. “People can walk 
to it. I don’t want Isabel, it won’t 
be feasible because of the TOD 
needed.”

David Lowell, who lives 
in Livermore, pointed out that 
highway stations are limited by 
the amount of parking that can 
be provided. Once the parking 
is filled, there is no way for rid-
ers to easily access the system. 
In addition, he added, parking 
is very expensive to build. The 
Vasco Road station would be near 
jobs and the current ACE station. 
A downtown station would pro-
vide easy access for Livermore 
residents.

Livermore resident Joel Vil-

lasnero said of the downtown 
and Vasco combination, “It is a 
no brainer. We need to design 
transit to go where people are, 
not continue to put it where the 
only access is by car.”

Heather Truro favored stay-
ing on 580. “It is BART’s fiscal 
responsibility to build the exten-
sion as efficiently as possible,” 
she stated.

Herb Ritter, of Pleasanton, 
urged BART to move forward 
now to help reduce traffic in 
Pleasanton. He said that any 
extension should stay away from 
the chain of lakes and Staples 
Ranch.

Corinna Wies said she lives 
near the tracks in Livermore. 
Trains that use the tracks now 
are noisy, the house shakes. She 
stated, “I do not want BART 
behind my house or through any 
residential area. It should go 
down the freeway.”

Gary Mello, a former Fremont 
Council member who now lives 
in Pleasanton, said that the Fre-
mont station in the downtown 
created a huge traffic problem, 
because it was an end of the 
line station. With plans to build 
the Warm Springs extension, he 
expects traffic to be reduced in 
downtown Fremont. Mello stated 
that any extension to Livermore 
should ultimately end at Green-
ville, he said. “How it gets there 
should be left up to the people of 
Livermore.”

The last of the scheduled 
meetings to provide input on the 
extension will be held Jan. 21 
at the  Shrine Event Center, 170 
Lindbergh Avenue, Livermore 
starting at 6:30 p.m. It is a work-
shop format focusing on the loca-
tion of stations in Livermore.

The comment period for the 
EIR ends at 5 p.m. January 21. 
Written comments can be sent 
to: BART Planning Department, 
Attn. Malcolm Quint, 300 Lake-
shore Dr., Oakland, CA 94612; 
or by email to info@barttoliver-
more.org.

BART
(continued from page one)

Area local officials will head 
to Washington, D.C. next week to 
lobby for money to fund various 
projects in the region.

This is an annual trip. The 
delegation includes mayors, 
Jennifer Hosterman, Pleasanton; 
Tim Sbranti, Dublin; Abram 
Wilson, San Ramon; and  Mike 
Doyle, Danville; Vice Mayor 
Doug Horner will represent 
Livermore.

The delegates will focus on 
four priorities: triangle area 
improvement projects, I-680 
auxiliary lane improvements, 
East Bay Regional Communica-
tion System, and the Tri-Valley 
Housing Opportunity Center.

Livermore assistant city man-
ager Troy Brown provided the 
city council with background on 
the priorities.

The triangle projects are for 
I-580, I-680 and highway 84. 
The representatives will ask for 
$10 million. Projects that could 
be funded include high occu-
pancy vehicle lanes, interchange 
improvements, right-of-way 
acquisition to preserve future 
transit corridors, and widen and 
upgrade 4.6 miles of 84 south 
of Ruby Hill. Brown noted that 
the presentation will be broad 
enough to allow the money to be 
used for any of the projects.

An additional $10 million will 
be requested for I-680 improve-
ments including auxiliary lanes 
for merging and diverging ve-
hicles between two interchanges, 
and express bus/high occupancy 
vehicle on and off ramps at Nor-

ris Canyon.
The third priority involves 

$3 million to purchase addi-
tional equipment to build on the 
interoperable communication 
system. The system has already 
received $34 million. It is a 
project that will allow agencies 
in Contra Costa and Alameda 
counties to communicate.

The delegation will lobby 
for $3 million for the Tri-Valley 
Housing Opportunity Center.

The funds would be used to 
purchase and rehabilitate blight-
ed foreclosed properties. Brown 
said that will help to revitalize 
neighborhoods and provide op-
portunities for first time low and 
moderate income homebuyers. 
The homes will be sold and the 
funds realized put back into the 
bank to establish a self-sustaining 
program.

Eric Uranga, Livermore Hous-
ing and Human Services Direc-
tor, told the council that there are 
about 300 foreclosed properties 
available in Livermore and an 
additional 200 throughout the 
Tri-Valley. He estimated that 
between 40 and 60 properties 
could be purchased as part of the 
program at any one time. 

In the past, the regional ap-
proach to representatives in 
Washington, D.C. has resulted in 
funding requests being granted.

Brown stated, “Federal issues, 
such as housing and transporta-
tion, have regional impact. A 
regional effort to fund projects 
receives more support.”

Local Officials to Lobby 
For Federal Funds
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25th Anniversary
The Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Ad-

ministration (NNSA) and the Department of Defense today rec-
ognized the 25th anniversary of a joint program between NNSA 
and the Department of Defense (DoD) that has contributed to 
the development of advanced technologies necessary to meet 
warfighting needs and improve non-nuclear munitions.

The work is executed at Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and Sandia National 
Laboratories in collaboration with senior and technical staff from 
more than a dozen military agencies.

DOE and DoD signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) in 1985 establishing the DoD/DOE Joint Munitions Tech-
nology Development Program (JMP).  In the 25 years since, the 
JMP has provided major advances in warfighting capabilities.

The JMP provides opportunities for the collaboration of DoD 
and NNSA scientists and engineers to develop technologies of 
interest to both departments, within a structured framework of 
technical reviews and scheduled milestones. Projects in the JMP 
are organized in five munitions technology focus areas including: 
Initiation, Fuzing, and Sensors; Energetic Materials; Computa-
tional Mechanics and Material Modeling; Warhead & Penetration 
Technology; and Munitions Lifecycle Technologies. 

The JMP is a focal point for collaborative work by more than 
200 DoD and DOE scientists and engineers. 

The JMP is managed by the Land Warfare & Munitions Of-
fice in the Office of the Secretary of Defense in partnership with 
the Office of Research and Development for National Security 
Science & Technology within NNSA. 

MTC Advisory Council
The Metropolitan Transportation Commission is recruiting 27 

individuals to become members of the Policy Advisory Council, 
a new advisory committee created by the Commission in Novem-
ber 2009. The mission of the new citizen panel will be to advise 
MTC on transportation policies in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
incorporating diverse perspectives relating to the environment, 
the economy and social equity. Some of the issues that this new 
panel might be asked to advise on include:

• Regional planning efforts linking transportation, housing and 
land use plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

•  An MTC project to improve the cost-effectiveness of the 
region's public transportation system and pursue strategies to 
secure new revenues for this system.

Five of the nine must be from each of the five most populous 
Bay Area counties – Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, San 
Mateo and Santa Clara.

Policy Advisory Council members will serve an initial two-
year term. All meetings are open to the public.

 MTC will accept applications for the Policy Advisory Coun-
cil through February 1, 2010. Certain MTC Commissioners are 
scheduled to recommend selections in late February/early March 
2010, and the full Commission is slated to appoint the new panel 
in March 2010. The new council is expected to hold its first meet-
ing in April 2010 - to be held jointly with MTC Commissioners 
to develop the Council’s new work plan.

To apply to be a new member of MTC's Policy Advisory 
Council, please submit an online application or return the ap-
plication (PDF | Word) by mail or in person to MTC's offices: 
101 8th St, Oakland, CA 94607, or by fax to 510.817.5848, by 
February 1, 2010.

For more information, contact the MTC Public Information 
Office at 510.817.5757 or via e-mail at info@mtc.ca.gov. 

Check for Veterans Building
Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) delivered a ceremonial 

check to the Town of Danville and the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing Development Committee of San Ramon Valley.   McNerney 
secured $200,000 in federal funding this year for the redevelop-
ment of the Veterans Memorial Building. 

McNerney stated,  “This building is a symbol of Danville’s 
commitment to remembering and recognizing our veterans as 
well as an important community space for local organizations.  
These funds will help ensure the use of the Veterans Memorial 
Building for many future generations.”

Mayor Mike Doyle and Bob Chipley of the Veterans Memorial 
Building Development Committee of San Ramon Valley joined 
Congressman McNerney at the event.

Also in attendance at the event were Councilmembers Candace 
Andersen, Newell Arnerich, Karen Stepper, Robert Storer, as well 
as representatives of the Danville VFW and American Legion, 
Blue Star Moms, Sentinels of Freedom, and the Danville Veterans 
Memorial Building Board of Trustees.

Naming of Park
An effort is underway to name the Bernal Community Park 

after Warren and Harry Harding.   
Today, Thursday, Jan. 14,  the Park and Recreation Commis-

sion  will be discussing the naming of Bernal Community Park, 
which is not the  official name.

Staff has proposed the following names: Bernal, Central, 
Ridgeview, Pleasanton, Ohlone, Valley, Branta, Hayfield, Red 
Oat, and Harvest.

There is an additional note in a staff report to the commission 
that  Howard Neely had proposed the name of Harding Com-
munity Park.

The meeting will be held in the City Council Chambers at 7:00 
pm.  This matter will be the first item on the agenda.

East Bay Vision Award
The East Bay Economic Development Alliance (East Bay 

EDA) honored Pat O’Brien, general manager of the East Bay 
Regional Park District, with a 2009 East Bay Vision Award.

The East Bay EDA presents Vision Awards to exceptional 
individuals or organizations that have greatly advanced the eco-
nomic vitality and quality of life in the Bay Area.  O’Brien, who 
has served as the Park District’s general manager for the past 21 
years, was honored for his leadership and management skills.  He 
was cited for being adept at forging relationships with various 
local, state, county, city and non-profit and educational agencies 
to expand the District, all while minimizing the financial, and 
maximizing the positive, impact upon taxpayers.

During O’Brien’s tenure, the East Bay Regional Park District 
has grown by 30 percent, doubling the size of 12 parks and in-
creasing the number of parks from 48 to 65 plus adding 100 miles 
of new trails, as well as achieving and surpassing the 100,000 
acre milestone.

The East Bay EDA stated that the East Bay Regional Parks 
are one of the defining assets of the East Bay, making this region 
one of the most attractive areas throughout the nation in which to 
live and do business.  The East Bay EDA also honored the Park 
District for celebrating its 75th anniversary this year.

O’Brien received his award on January 8, 2010 at the East Bay 
EDA Annual Legislative Reception at California State University 
East Bay.  Joe Callahan, president of Callahan Property Company, 
also was honored with a Vision Award.

New Board President
Donald L. “Dobie” Gelles, a longtime CastroValley resident, 

has been elected President of the Board of Trustees ofthe Chabot-
Las Positas Community College District. This will beGelles’ 
second Presidency on the Board.

A 40-year veteran in the education field, Gelles is in his third 
termon the Board. He is the retired Director of the Castro Valley 
AdultSchool.

The Chabot-Las Positas Community College District includes 
ChabotCollege in Hayward and Las Positas College in Livermore. 
The districtoffers higher education opportunities to the residents 
of Union City,Hayward, San Leandro, San Lorenzo, Castro Val-
ley, Pleasanton, Dublin,Sunol and Livermore.

Dale Kaye, President and 
CEO of the Livermore Chamber 
of Commerce announced that 
Ron Vyse,  of Wells Fargo Com-
mercial Bank will chair the board 
for 2010. 

Other officers include Chris-
tine Wente, Wente Vineyards, 
Vice Chairman, Tim Tikalsiy of 
RINA Accoutancy, Treasurer and 
Barbara Mertes, Secretary.  David 

Kent, The Wine Group, will re-
main on the executive committee 
as Past Chairman of the board

Also announced were six 
new additions to the Chamber’s 
2010 Board of Directors which 
include Roxanne Cruz of Pacific 
Gas & Electric, Susan Haughton 
of Safeway Inc. –No. California 
Division, Crystal Lu of Sybase, 
Inc., George Luther of Santa 

Maria & Co. Risk Ins. Services, 
Thomas Petty of WSI Smart 
Solutions and Timothy Tikalsky 
of RINA Accountancy to the 
Board. 

“The caliber of our board 
members has helped define this 
Chamber as an area leader, creat-
ing new and innovative programs 
to help businesses realize their 
full potential,’ said Kaye. Having 

strategic thinkers and top busi-
ness people on the board has cre-
ated powerful connections for the 
Chamber,” she added.  All board 
members will be installed at the 
Livermore Chamber’s Annual In-
stallation Gala on Saturday, Feb. 
20th at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. The public 
is invited to attend.

Information available at www.
livermorechamber.org.

Ron Vyse New Livermore Chamber Board Chairman
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A Rich Life
 Byron Athan’s recent death is an occasion for sorrow, 

as all deaths are, but there is also reason for celebration. 
Athan was 91, and his was a rich, full life, abundant 
with public service, family and friends. 

 We will most remember him as the fearless crusader 
who some 45 years ago liberated the Valley Commu-
nity Services District (VCSD) — now known as the 
Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD) — from 
corrupt management. He and Jim Wilson comprised 
a reform team that won election to and transformed 
the VCSD board. 

 Athan went on to spearhead the adoption of a Contra 
Costa County park dedication ordinance, which resulted 
in the acquisitions that produced the wonderful com-
munity park named after him

 So long, Byron. You made a real difference. 

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

Airport Initiative
Max Curtis
Livermore

Concerned Livermore citizens 
have filed the Airport Growth 
Control Initiative.  We are cur-
rently circulating petitions to 
have the initiative placed on the 
ballot at the next general elec-
tion.

It is the intent of the initiative 
to control commercialization of 
the Livermore Airport by requir-
ing voter approval to expand the 
capabilities and facilities of the 
city airport.  The initiative would 
require the City to have voter ap-
proval for Airport construction 
projects over $100,000 annually 
and before applying for Federal 
grant money to be used to expand 
the airport capabilities and fa-
cilities.  It is not the intent of the 
initiative to prohibit expansion, 
but to require voter approval for 
these large improvements.

To make arrangements to sign 
the petition or volunteer to collect 
signatures in support of this ef-
fort, send an e-mail to Max Curtis 
at max@maxinspect.com.

More information can also be 
found at www.LACG.org.   If 
you have signed up at LACG.
org in the past, but have not been 
receiving periodic e-mails from 
us then we have lost track of you.  
Please re-register.

funding, the governor presented a 
budget message that will strongly 
increase the hit suffered by 
school districts. 

The Pleasanton district has not 
had time to react to the addition 
of the new blow. Discussion was 
scheduled for a board meeting 
Jan. 12, after The Independent’s 
deadline. 

The earlier $3.6 million short-
fall estimate was based in part on 
the fact that one-time federal and 
state money this year will not be 
available next year. Therefore, 
much of that programming would 
have to be cut. The board has 
been aware of that need.

Many of the programs that 
would be eliminated were added 
painstakingly over the years, 
before the state budget started 
failing two years ago. The K-3 
and ninth grade class size reduc-
tion programs proposed for the 
budget ax have been very popular 
with parents and teachers. 

The board had already changed 
K-3 class size reduction from 20 
to 25 students per classroom for 
this school year. That would rise 
to 30 students. The ninth grade 
classes would increase from 25 
now to 32 students. 

Also to be considered are re-
duction of the number of counsel-
ors from 25 full-time equivalents 
to almost 19. The current level 
works out to be 485 high school 
students per counselor. Next year, 
that would rise to 685:1. 

District funding for the Barton 
Reading Program, at $45,000, 
would be eliminated. Reading 
specialists, cut by 50 percent 
this year, would be eliminated, a 
savings of $360,000. 

Reducing specialist sections in 
elementary schools, and having 
teachers take on the preparation 
periods, not specialists, would 
save hundreds of thousands more 
dollars. 

There are also items that 
would have to be negotiated 
with employees, as set out in 
the labor contract. They include 
fewer instruction, development 
and work days, for a possible 
total elimination of 10 days. That 
could save $450,000 for each day 
that is eliminated. 

LOOKING FOR 
REVENUE SOURCES 

The board was busy at its 
special meeting Jan. 5 at Amador 
Valley High School looking for 
new revenue sources. 

The board held a brief formal 
meeting, then sat in the audience 
at a larger community forum 
to hear about ideas for more 
revenue. 

At the small, formal meeting, 
the board agreed unanimously 
to meet the deadline of Jan. 8 to 
apply for Race to the Top federal 
funding. Assistant superintendent 
Luz Cazares, the district’s top 
financial officer, said the money 
might offset some of the cuts that 
the district has made. However, 
she did not anticipate the funds 
would make a big impact.

There is no guarantee that Cal-
ifornia will receive the promised 
statewide funding of $700 mil-
lion. That won’t even be known 
until April. However, Jan. 8 was 
the deadline to take the first step 
to gain the funding by signing an 
application. 

Board president Chris Grant 
and superintendent John Casey 

signed the application. Teachers 
union president Trevor Knaggs 
said at the time that he would 
consider signing it. The district 
would receive more priority 
points on its application if the 
teachers union signed on. How-
ever, later in the week, Knaggs 
declined to sign. 

Knaggs told The Independent, 
“We’d fully support getting more 
cash to the district. However, we 
have some really strong reserva-
tions on what we would put our 
name to, and how binding it 
would be.” 

Knaggs said that he first heard 
about the application the week 
before Christmas break. It was 
difficult to contact the member-
ship, and come back to make a 
decision by Jan. 8. “I’m not com-
fortable making a decision with 
that kind of notice, on something 
that could have a drastic effect on 
the bargaining unit,” he said. 

The California Teachers As-
sociation has been critical of 
Race to the Top because it would 
make changes in issues that are 
regulated by teachers’ contracts. 
Knaggs said that very little is 
generally known about just what 
the changes would be, as required 
by Race to the Top. 

PASSING A 
PARCEL TAX 

The board and an audience 
of 150 also heard ideas from po-
litical consultant Larry Tramutola 
about how to pass a parcel tax. 
He was invited by trustee Jamie 
Hintzke to attend the session. 
Tramutola has helped communi-
ties pass hundreds of parcel taxes 
over the years. 

The Pleasanton district fell 4 
percent short of the needed two-
thirds majority for a parcel tax 
on the ballot last June. A second 
go at one has not been discussed 
by the board. 

Tramutola said that most 
parents will be for a parcel tax. 
However, most of the voters are 
not parents, so it’s important not 
to rush to the ballot. Instead, the 
district needs to take time, as 
much as one year, to educate the 
public thoroughly about exactly 
what programs will be supported 
by a parcel tax. 

When the Pleasanton district 
went for the June measure for 
$233 per parcel, the decision was 
made in February, in hopes of try-
ing to hire back as many teachers 
as possible from the layoff list 
that went out. 

It’s also good to go for a 
smaller amount first, after sur-
veying the community to see 
what amount would receive 
at least a two-thirds majority, 
said Tramutola. In later years, 
a district could go for a higher 
parcel tax to support more pro-
grams, he said. The Pleasanton 
trustees bypassed trustee Valerie 
Arkin’s suggestion that voters be 
surveyed on the amount for the 
June election. 

Tramutola’s firm has been 
successful with school district 
parcel taxes, including in Pied-
mont, where 30 percent of the 
district’s budget relies on the 
parcel tax. 

The one problem with Pied-
mont’s tax is that it has an expi-
ration date, said Tramutola. The 
whole system could come down 
if the tax were not renewed. The 
next logical step is for Piedmont 

to pass a permanent parcel tax, 
he said. 

It’s clear that with state educa-
tion financing the way it is and 
has been in recent years that it’s 
desirable for school districts to 
have a parcel tax, said Tramu-
tola. 

Discussion in the audience 
revealed a second consultant was 
there, too. San Ramon resident 
Gayle Larson, who was active 
in passing a parcel tax in the 
San Ramon school district, got 
together with some of the sup-
porters. They started their own 
small, grassroots consulting firm 
called Wise Campaigns. 

Larson told The Independent 
that the firm “mobilizes com-
munities for elections.” It works 
among residents, and doesn’t op-
erate at the more expensive level 
of polling and other sophisticated 
techniques that Tramutola’s firm 
would use. She said the two kinds 
of consultants can work in tan-
dem to get measures passed. 

Pleasanton resident Barbara 
Kirk told her fellow audience 
members that she and a dozen 
others have been meeting as an 
informal committee to see what 
to do about raising more revenue. 
She said they have met with 
people in the San Ramon district 
to get more ideas. 

One audience member, David 
Miller, said he would like to see 
the district form a large com-
mittee to come up with possible 
expenditure cuts. The district 
does have a budget advisory 
committee, and it has done some 
of that work, with recommended 
priorities about cuts. However, 
it has members from various 
stakeholder groups, and is not 
comprised exclusively of district 
residents. 
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Alameda County officials on 
Tuesday expressed grave con-
cerns about Governor Schwar-
zenegger’s proposed budget 
for 2010-11, saying the budget 
is built on many assumptions 
that historically have not passed 
muster with the courts or the 
State Legislature. In addition, 
the proposed spending plan once 
again asks local governments and 
the communities they represent 
to “pay dearly for poor leader-
ship in Sacramento that led to 
the State’s fiscal crisis.”

“The devastating cuts that are 
a part of the Governor’s budget 
come at a time when Alameda 
County like all local govern-
ments is experiencing a signifi-
cant decline in revenues due to 

a fall-off in property tax, sales 
tax and other income sources,” 
said Susan S. Muranishi, Al-
ameda County Administrator.  
“Meanwhile, tough financial 
times mean the caseloads for the 
safety net services we provide 
are increasing rapidly.   It’s a 
recipe for disaster for many of 
our residents, including families 
and children.”

Muranishi and other County 
leaders are concerned about 
several key assumptions in the 
Governor’s budget – including 
a nearly $7 billion infusion from 
the federal government – which 
may not come to pass.  If these 
assumptions are wrong, they 
said, the State will look to lo-
cal communities to pay an even 
greater tab.  For instance, the 
Governor’s proposal calls for the 
elimination of certain safety net 
programs should the federal gov-
ernment choose not to provide 
the requested infusion of funds 
to California.  This would shift 
responsibility for these services 
to local governments in an un-
precedented way.

Alameda County Supervisor 
Keith Carson said, “The Gover-
nor’s proposed budget solutions 
are a smoke screen, allowing 
him to achieve his real objective, 
cutting essential services to those 
who are most in need and leaving 
them at the County’s doorstep.”

Carson said the disastrous 
shortfall in State finances is in 
part due to one-time strategies 
and gimmicks the State has used 
to balance previous budgets.  
These approaches have coincided 
with a long-standing refusal by 
the State to address its structural 
financial deficit creating a des-
perate situation where a federal 
bailout and an unprecedented 
shift of responsibilities and costs 
to local governments will be 
the only solutions to the State’s 
financial mess.

The Governor’s budget will 
likely hit Alameda County hard 
in several key program areas, 
including healthcare, social ser-
vices and public safety.  A break-
down of these potential local 
impacts is as follows:

The Governor’s budget would 
result in cuts of between $22 
million and $35 million to health 
care programs in Alameda Coun-
ty, depending on whether the 
State receives the infusion of 
federal aid it has requested.  The 
reductions include deep cutbacks 
to Adult Day Health services, 
healthcare for legal immigrants 
and family planning funding.  
The Healthy Families Program, 
which provides health insurance 
to some 6,000 children and teens 
in Alameda County, would be 
deeply cut or eliminated alto-
gether.

'Devastating Cuts' in State Budget to 
Have Big Impact on Alameda County

The Governor’s budget calls 
for the potential elimination of 
CalWORKs, California’s pri-
mary welfare-to-work program.  
The program supports 20,000 
Alameda County families and 
contributes $195 million annu-
ally to the local economy.  Other 
potential cuts include:

• Elimination of the In-Home 
Supportive Services program, 
which provides care to personal 
assistance services for 18,000 
Alameda County seniors and 
persons with disabilities, and 
elimination of caregiver jobs for 
a similar number of individuals

• Elimination of the Cash As-
sistance Program for Immigrants 
(CAPI), which provides cash 
assistance grant to 1,000 legal 
immigrants who are disabled. 

• Additional cuts of $2 million 
to child welfare services

The Governor’s budget calls 
for shifting thousands of non-
violent offenders to out of state 
prisons and into county jails and 
reducing the juvenile prison pop-
ulation and closing the facilities 
that house them.  In addition to 
the added costs of housing these 
people in local facilities, Alam-
eda County would be unable 
to house the federal and State 
inmates locally under contract, 
resulting in a potential loss of 
about $34 million.

California gets back 80 cents 
in federal funds for every dollar 
that it sends to Washington, a 
funding outflow that is a “big, big 
problem” for the state.

That was a key message de-
livered by Rep. John Garamendi 
to seniors at Heritage Estates in 
Livermore last week during a 
home district visit by the new 
Congressman.    

Garamendi was chosen in a 
special election last November 
to replace Ellen Tauscher, who 
had represented the district for 
more than 12 years before resign-
ing to take a State Department 
position.

He considers himself particu-
larly sensitive to the unbalanced 
California-to-Washington rev-
enue flow because of his former 
state positions, including serving 
as lieutenant governor.  Working 
to correct it is “one of my key 
jobs, since I was a state-wide 
legislator,” he told a lunch-time 
crowd at the Livermore site.

He also spoke on health care 
legislation now being debated in 
Washington. 

It’s hard to forecast the out-
come of efforts to reconcile “ma-
jor differences” between versions 
of health care legislation passed 
by the House of Representatives 
and by the Senate, he said.  One 
well known sticking point is a 
possible public option for health 
care coverage, present in House 
but not Senate legislation.  He 
favors a public option, but could 
not predict the outcome of the 
current, intense debate.

Another important issue for 
him is the preservation of Medi-
care programs.  “I know for 
sure that Medicare will not be 
reduced,” he said.

He spoke out strongly against 
the apparent favoritism shown 
some states in providing federal 
funding for Medicaid, the pro-
gram to help pay for medical 
care for those with low income.  
The program is administered 
by individual states but partly 
funded by the federal govern-
ment.  In particular, he criticized 
a widely publicized deal in which 
Nebraska was promised extra 
federal support in return for a 
health care vote in the Senate. 

“We don’t need sweetheart 
deals, we need health care solu-
tions,” he said.  “If Nebraska 
gets assistance to make Medicaid 
more affordable, it should be 
available in California as well, 
particularly since we have a 
much higher cost of living.”

Among the specific solutions 
he is working for, he said, is 
greater emphasis on preventive 
care and on holding insurance 
companies responsible for their 
practices and policies.  He strong-
ly supports closing the Medicare 
Part D “donut hole” — the gap 
in Medicare related to cover-
age of drug costs — and ending 
the denial of medical insurance 
coverage due to pre-existing 
conditions.

“No matter what the final lan-
guage of the health care reform 
bill,” he said, “this will all be in 
the final package.”

Garamendi Hopes to 
Reverse Funding Outflow

In other comments during and 
after the Heritage Estates meet-
ing, Garamendi said:

• As the only Northern Cali-
fornian on the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, 
he supports federal funding for 
infrastructure and public transit, 
including the extension of BART 
to Livermore.  He voted for HR 
2847, the $75 billion Jobs for 
Main Street Act, which would 
provide funding for highway 
and transportation projects in 
addition to other activities such 
as school renovation and teacher, 
police and fire staffing.  He thinks 
that wherever possible, the new 
programs should emphasizing 
advanced science and technol-
ogy to return future dividends in 
performance and efficiency. 

• He voted for HR 4173, the 
Wall Street Reform and Consum-
er Protection Act, which would 
create a new Consumer Financial 
Protection Agency and take other 
regulatory steps in response to 
last year’s financial crisis.  The 
bill has cleared the House but not 
yet the Senate.        

• In the coming year he will 
put a high priority on expanding 
training for jobs and computer 
skills at senior centers in the 10th 
District. 

• There is no exact schedule 
yet, but his staff will be spend-
ing time in Livermore, probably 
at City Hall, about two days a 
month on average.  A constituent 
caseworker will visit Heritage 
Estates to help residents with 
federal issues.

were for the past two years of 
money takes. 

At LAVTA, which operates 
the Valley’s Wheels bus service, 
general manager Paul Matsuoka 
said the governor’s budget mes-
sage could mean more service 
cuts. However, it’s not yet clear 
whether additional cuts will be 
necessary.

Schwarzenegger proposes 
to eliminate the sales tax on 
gasoline and diesel fuel. That 
will circumvented a proposition 
that directed such sales tax to go 
to transit projects, too. The result 
would be that “we receive zero,” 
since the fund would be gone, 
said Matsuoka. 

The governor would replace 
gasoline sales tax with an excise 
tax on gasoline. The problem 
with that is that the money would 
go only to roads, and not to tran-
sit, said Matsuoka. 

The Wheels Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) to BART won’t be affect-
ed by the governor’s budget. The 
money for it is capital improve-
ment funds, and some funding 
for its operation. It is expected to 

be running “in early 2011,” said 
Matsuoka. 

On the overall topic of the 
budget, Fialho said, “We need to 
fix the fiscal relationship between 
state, school districts and local 
government.” 

Fialho said that since 1992, 
the ongoing drain from the city’s 
property tax revenue, which still 
continues, and will never be 
paid back, has been $100 mil-

BUDGET
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lion. That’s about $5.5 million 
per year. 

Fialho said he doesn’t see 
that money coming into the 
Pleasanton school district, the 
way ERAF (Education Revenue 
Augmentation Fund) money 
should.  No school district in the 
state is getting the money that is 
being taken away from its cities. 
That’s why reform is needed, 
said Fialho. 

 

The Alameda County Demo-
cratic Party will present a free 
workshop for people interested 
in running for office.

The presentation will be held 
Sat., Jan. 23 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the IBEW Local 595, 6250 
Village Parkway, Dublin. Cur-
rent and former elected officials, 
Democratic Party officials and 
campaign consultants will be on 
hand to discuss making the deci-
sion to run, how campaigns work, 
and legal requirements.

“There are many elections be-

ing held in 2010. We know there 
are qualified people interested in 
serving, but may need a little help 
in getting started,” said Robin 
Torello, Chair of the Alameda 
County Democratic Party.

Panels will explore personal 
and family impacts, campaign 
structure and components, fund-
raising, legal issues, and first 
steps.

There is no charge. For infor-
mation, call 510-537-6390 or go 
to info@acdems.org.

Democrats Offer Training 
For Potential Candidates
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Those who use the parking 
lot on Railroad Avenue between 
First St. and Railroad Avenue 
will see some changes.

The Livermore City Council 
voted to allow Maroon Bear to 
place time limits on 50 percent 
of the spaces. Currently, there 
are no limits on parking. 

Maroon Bear has a lease 
for the land. It was extended to 
2014. The company built the 
parking lot. The site is part of 
what the city hopes will eventual 
be the location of a hotel.

Maroon Bear will be allowed 
to present its own plan for a 
hotel. If a hotel were not built, 

the company would be given 
exclusive rights to negotiate to 
develop the property. 

Councilmember John March-
and expressed concern that limit-
ing the time a person could park 
could make it difficult for those 
dining or attending the theater in 
downtown.

Planner Steve Stewart said the 
time limit would likely be similar 
to the rest of downtown. After 6 
p.m. there would be no limit. 

Director of Community De-
velopment Marc Roberts stated, 
“We will work to make sure the 
time limit meets the needs of the 
lessee and those using the lot.”

Livermore Parking Lot 
To Have Timed Spaces

The Bay East Association of 
REALTORS® and the Contra 
Costa Association of REAL-
TORS® are studying the feasibil-
ity of merging. 

The two associations have 
collaborated for many years on a 
shared Multiple Listing Service 
and other technology platforms. 
Both CCAR and Bay East have a 
reputation within the real estate 
industry for innovating new real 
estate technology applications; 
offering vital professional devel-
opment, training, and licensing 
education; actively promoting 
professional standards; and hav-
ing a strong presence within 
the Contra Costa and Alameda 
County communities they cover. 

“With a combined member-
ship of 8,000 REALTORS® and 
Affiliates, a merged association 
would enable us to offer even 
more services to our members so 
they can better serve the region’s 
home buyers and sellers,” said 
Pam Winterbauer, President of 
the Bay East Association. Barry 
Zwahlen, President of the Con-
tra Costa Association, added, 
“While both associations have 
already instituted cost savings 
measures, we believe the ad-
ditional efficiencies of a merger 
would enable us to innovate new 
services while controlling costs.” 
During the next few months, Bay 
East and CCAR will be conduct-
ing a due diligence analysis to 
determine the feasibility and 
scope of a merger. At the conclu-

sion of that analysis, the associa-
tions’ Boards of Directors will 
determine if there are compelling 
reasons to move forward. The 
members of both associations 
will make the final decision on 
whether to merge.

The Bay East Association of 
REALTORS® (founded in 1947) 
and Contra Costa Association of 
REALTORS® (founded in 1921) 
are professional trade associa-
tions serving some 8,000 real es-
tate professionals throughout the 
East Bay Area and Central Contra 
Costa County. Bay East covers 
the following jurisdictions: San 
Leandro, San Lorenzo, Castro 
Valley, Hayward, Union City, 
Fremont, Sunol, Pleasanton, 
Dublin, and Livermore. CCAR 
covers Alamo, Blackhawk, Can-
yon, Clayton, Clyde, Concord, 
Danville, Diablo, Lafayette, Mar-
tinez, Moraga, Orinda, Pacheco, 
Pleasant Hill, San Ramon, and 
Walnut Creek.

Both Bay East and CCAR 
provide programs and services 
to enhance their members’ abil-
ity to conduct business with 
integrity and competence. The 
Associations and their MLS are 
dedicated to providing the most 
innovative and highest quality 
services, programs, and products 
to positively impact the success 
of their members and MLS sub-
scribers who provide real estate 
brokerage services to clients 
throughout the East Bay Area, 
and beyond.

Realtor Associations 
Considering Merger

Valley officials are optimis-
tic that the settlement of the 
Stoneridge Drive extension law-
suit will lead to an increase in the 
development fee that contributes 
to regional traffic congestion 
solutions. 

Pleasanton has been blocking 
implementation of an agreed fee 
increase for all five cities and the 
two Tri-Valley counties that form 
the Tri-Valley Transportation 
Council (TVTC). 

Cities have their own local 
traffic impact fees. However, 
they also joined together to form 
the  TVTC  to collect develop-
ment fee money to help build 
solutions to regional traffic 
problems. The regional fees pay 
for about 20 to 30 percent of 
regional projects. The remainder 
comes from state and federal 
sources. 

The current fee is $2189 per 
residential unit. Other fee rev-
enue comes from commercial 
and industrial development, 
based on various square-footage 
formulas. 

All the parties agreed to raise 
the fee for this July by 25 per-
cent, with another automatic in-
crease in July 2011 of 10 percent. 
However, each local government 
council or board must ratify the 
fee increase. The vote must be 
unanimous. Pleasanton has been 
the lone hold-out. 

Optimism About Traffic Impact Fee Rise 
Councilmember Matt Sulli-

van, who represents Pleasanton 
on the TVTC, said that Pleasan-
ton will line up with the others as 
soon as a TVTC subcommittee 
hammers out an agreement on 
a spending plan for the revenue 
tied to the regional fee. 

Pleasanton wants to see spe-
cifically that the Highway 84 
widening will be restored to 
where it had been originally in 
the Triangle Study of traffic con-
ducted a few years ago. 

The project remained on the 
“A” list of projects. However, 
the other TVTC members came 
up with a “B” list, which did not 
have the Highway 84 improve-
ments on it. The “A” list projects 
remained high priority, said 
Livermore and Dublin officials. 
The “B” list was a pragmatic 
one. 

The “B” list was created in 
response to what the Congestion 
Management Authority (CMA) 
said were priorities for funding. 
The CMA helps channel fed-
eral and state funding to Eastbay 
projects. 

The TVTC members reasoned 
that it’s more practical to have 
the “B” list ready to merge its 
own funding with federal and 
state funds, if they were com-
ing along soon, said Livermore 
councilmember Doug Horner. 
The intent was not to ignore the 

“A” list, he said. 
Meanwhile, both Livermore 

and Dublin were concerned that 
Pleasanton was not committed to 
build the extension of Stoneridge 
Drive to El Charro Road. The 
Stoneridge extension was sup-
posed to link to Livermore’s 
Jack London Boulevard, and 
form a cross-valley road link 
that would serve local traffic, 
instead of pushing it to Interstate 
580. Dublin is also supposed 

to extend Dublin Boulevard to 
meet Livermore’s North Canyons 
Parkway for an east-west Valley 
link north of I-580. 

In effect, Livermore and Dub-
lin had no motivation to go along 
with Pleasanton when it came 
to pushing for “A” list funding 
that would benefit Pleasanton. 
The cities want that Stoneridge 
extension. 

The Pleasanton council ap-
proved the extension as part of 

the Staples Ranch development. 
However, the city was sued by 
residents living near the road 
and environmentalists. The suit 
claimed that the environmental 
review was inadequate. The 
parties reached an agreement. 
Pleasanton would conduct a 
supplemental study on the im-
pacts of the development on 
various species and of the road 
extension.

Now that a lawsuit over the 
extension has been settled, the 
city is free to sign a commitment 
with Livermore and Dublin, in 
which all will announce they will 
extend their roads. Dublin Mayor 
Tim Sbranti and Livermore coun-
cilmember Dough Horner, both 
members of a TVTC committee 
working on an expenditures plan, 
said that would be the key step. 

Once the roads extensions are 
in ink, Livermore and Dublin will 
have confidence that the process 
can move ahead with regard to 
creating an expenditure plan that 
relates the fees to projects with 
a likelihood of being built, said 
both Sbranti and Horner. 

Sullivan said the key step for 
Pleasanton to sign, will be the 
development of the expenditures 
plan. The city wants some assur-

ance about where the Highway 
84 work will fit into the priority 
list. 

Sullivan wants to see that plan 
before his city signs off on the 
Stoneridge extension. He said 
that the TVTC subcommittee is 
making progress on it. 

Pleasanton city engineer Mike 
Tassano said that he is writing a 
report to update the situation for 
the council’s meeting on Feb. 16. 
He said that it might be placed on 
a city council agenda for action 
in March, depending on progress 
in the TVTC committee. 
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Catholic Community of Pleasanton's (CCOP) CYO 4th grade 
boys basketball team participated in the St. John's Christmas 
Basketball Tournament over the holiday. They won three 
straight games to win the tournament championship.  CCOP 
played St. John in the final, and  they easily won the game 
with a score of 23 to 2. Pictured are (front) left to right, Zach 
Bell, Nick Mann, Ethan Jagasia; (middle) Alijah Mack, Ben 
Thompson, John Zaine, David Crofton; and (back) Jeff Zaine 
and Greg Crofton.

Youth Soccer
Pleasanton Rage U-14 Orange ad-

vanced to the Sweet 16  CYSA Association 
Cup. Rage's Kayla Bautista wasted no time 
with a quick lower left corner goal in Game 
1 against ARYSL Folsom Freedom. Rage 
added another goal when fullback Laura 
Morgan passed up to Kayla who dribbled 
up the left side and crossed to midfielder 
Claire Williams for the score. Folsom 
closed the scoring with a 2nd half goal. 
Rebecca Dumanski, Courtney Seams and 
Kayla controlled the ball 43 times in the 
Rage win. Fullbacks Patti Norcross and 
Claire Hickel made some great defensive 
stops in the Rage goal area. 

Courtney started Game 2 scoring 
against Kingsburg K-Town Kickers tak-
ing advantage of a misplayed goalie ball. 
In the 2nd half the Kickers scored goals 
on a breakaway near midfield and after a 
nice pass in front of the Rage goal. Full-
backs Katie Oross, Olivia Deutschman, 
and Laura took 15 Kicker threats to the 
outside. Goalie Nikki Costello also made 
a great stop. 

Rage quickly rebounded in Game 3 
against Sacramento Woodland Sparks, 
when Vanessa Villanueva dribbled up the 
right side and crossed to Ariel Gershman 
for the goal. Vanessa finished the scoring 
with a great shot into the upper left corner. 
Courtney, Vanessa, and Kayla controlled 

the ball 40 times in the RAGE win. Lindsay 
Curlett and Erica Goldhawk supported the 
midfield. U14 Orange continues the As-
sociation Cup at Morgan Hill 1/16.

Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer 
Club (BUSC) U13 Div III Select team 
won its flight in the opening round of the 
CYSA Association Cup and will move 
on to the next round of play in Morgan  
Hill.  The boys won their first match 2 
- 0, dominating the Sunnyvale Lightning  
both offensively and defensively.  BUSC 
outshot Lightning with 14 shots on goal  
to 6 over the 60 minute match.  The first 
goal was scored at the eighth minute of 
the 1st half by Lucas Warzyniak with an 
assist by Matt Teng.  The score was the 
result of a “9 consecutive pass” offensive 
attack rewarding the boys for their ef-
fective ball control and team work.  The 
second goal came 20 minutes later, with 
the ball deflecting off a number of Ballistic 
players before finally glancing off Dylan 
Tuell’s head and finding the back of the 
opponents net.  

The second match of the day was with 
the Folsom Vipers which ended in a 2 – 2 
tie.  Folsom came out strong demonstrating 
an aggressive front line with speed and 
agility.  They jumped out to an early lead 
by scoring their first goal at the 11th minute 
of the 1st half.  They scored their second 
goal with only one minute remaining in 
the first half, taking a 2 goal lead into the 
half.  But, the Ballistic boys regrouped 
and began the second half with a number 
of offensive attacks driving deep into 
the Vipers end of the pitch.  Joshua Cole 
received a pass and was driving toward the 
opponent’s goal when he was fouled in the 
opponent’s goal box, setting up a penalty 
kick at the 3rd minute of the second half.  
Dylan Tuell lined up for the PK and drilled 
a low line drive past the Vipers’s keeper, 
into the right corner of the net.  BUSC 
continued to play aggressive soccer, 
shutting down Folsom’s strong offensive 
attack.  Tomas Rozsa and Chris Goldhawk 
neutralized the Vipers attackers,  matching 
them stride for stride and being credited 
with several “killed attacks."  Folsom 
outshot BUSC with 17 shots on goal to 
only 8 for Ballistic.  Sammy Hanson did 
a phenomenal job rejecting their attacks 
from his keeper position and was credited 
with 12 saves, many of  which were point 
blank shots.  In the 23rd minute, Ballistic 
tied the score with a perfectly placed shot 
into the upper left corner of the Vipers net 
from Brian Kinnee, receiving a pass from 
Chris Goldhawk on the right side of the 
pitch.  With the “winner of the flight” now 
being in BUSC’s control having only to 

tie Folsom to win based on “tie breaker” 
rules, the intensity of the match increased 
on both sides with the last five minutes 
of the match played in a desperate frenzy.  
BUSC held on to shut out Folsom in the 
last few minutes to maintain the tie (and 
flight win) and move on to the “round of 
32” match next weekend.  Every one of 
the Ballistic players did an outstanding job 
during both matches to se cure the team 
win.  The remainder of the Select team 
consists of Andrew Griehshammer, Chris 
Klahr, Drake Hartland, Mason Picone, 
Pierre Marie, Reed Marques, Roberto 
Beard and Ryan Vicencio.

CYO Basketball
St. Michael/St. Charles (SM/SC) 8th 

grade (814) defeated St. Isidore's (817) 
37-31 in CYO basketball action. The 
first half was a defensive battle, as the 
each team failed to find a way to suc-
cessfully attack the hoop. St. Isidore had 
the momentum going into the half with 
a five point run to take a 11-10 lead. The 
second half was a complete turn-around 
as both squads went on offensive explo-
sions. SM/SC had their best half of the 
season, racking up 27 points. St. Isidore 

matched SM/SC basket for basket and 
was within one point with just 2:05 to go 
in the game, but fouls took their toll and 
SM/SC sealed the victory with clutch 
free throw shooting. Greg Plantenga has 
12 points and 9 rebounds for the victors 
and was 5 of 5 from line. Calvin Rasbold 
scored all of his points from the charity 
stripe with 7 points in 8 attempts. Grant 
Perry contributed 9 points, Josh Revay 3 
steals and 2 assists, and Matt Adiao had 
5 rebounds.

•        •       •
The 7th grade girls SM/SC "NUTZ" 

came out strong, taking an 11-0 lead in 
the first quarter against CCOP.  Leading 
the team offensively, Jordon Volponi put 
up a personal best; 18 attempts, 3 steals, 
3 rebounds and 2 points.  Rachel LaRont 
followed close behind with another 8 shot 
attempts, 2 rebounds, 2 points and 1 steal.  
Maddy McCoy played a great center posi-
tion with 8 attempts, 4 rebounds, 1 steal 
and 1 block.  Power forward, Kirah Van 
Trease, played awesome defense with 5 
steals, 3 rebounds, 4 attempts and keeping 
her opponent's scoring to a minimum.  The 
NUTZ brought home their fourth straight 

win with a 22-7 victory over CCOP. 
•        •       •
SM/SC CYO 7th Grade Girls Ameri-

can League Team hosted St. Raymond's 
on Sunday in a contest that proved to be 
a barn-burner. After a see-saw first half, 
SM/SC pulled out to a seven point lead 
early in the second half only to get into 
foul trouble and have St. Raymond's (in 
the bonus the entire final period) catch 
fire and turn that into a 3 point deficit 
with two minutes to play. After having 
a fairly quiet game to that point, Rachel 
Hernandez found her game and led a rally 
that tied things up at 33 all, which was 
how regulation ended as St. Raymond's 
blocked a shot at the buzzer. SM/SC took 
control in overtime despite a strong effort 
by St. Raymond's, playing smart defense 
without fouling (St. Raymond's being long 
since in the double bonus), protecting the 
ball and getting great play at both ends 
from Delaney Sommerhauser and Grace 
Naylor. In the end, great defense and clutch 
free throws during the foul-a-thon down 
the stretch allowed them to pull away to a 
42-36 victory that didn't feel secure until 
the final seconds. 

•        •       •
The SM/SC Third Grade Girls Thun-

der remained undefeated with a 20-4 vic-
tory over their cross-town rivals.   After 
Kamryn Farro opened the game with 
4 steals in the first 3 minutes, Megan 
Mossinger impressively proceeded to 
fill the stat sheet with points, rebounds, 
and steals.  Megan was largely supported 
in the first half by the outstanding guard 
play of Kate Hottinger. During the sec-
ond half, Thunder switched from their 
fast-break offense to a half-court game 
which featured Zakiya Clark running 
the high post offense through Isabella 
Carrano.  The Thunder persisted with 
their ball control offense as Grace Leary 
provided the audible plan calling.  On the 
defensive side of the ball Abby Andrews 
and Kamryn extended the zone defense 
to close out the 4th quarter.   

•        •        •
SM/SC #512 (Flying Cows) got off to 

a quick start against SM/SC #514 (Termi-
nators). The final score was Flying Cows 
19, Terminators 12. The Flying Cows got 
some great playing from Noah Reno, An-
drew Marty, Patrick Schwartz and Robert 
Sutter. Playing well for the Terminators 

Members of the West Coast Olympic Gymnastics Level 5 team 
hold up their first place trophy.
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Amador Valley High School and Livermore High School battled to a 1 to 1 tie in women's varsity 
soccer last week. Pippa Whitehand scored for Amador; Livermore converted on a penalty kick. 
Pictured from Amador (right) is midfielder Alana D'Onofrio attempting to tackle the ball.

were Joshua Blaha, Jared Hubert. Zack 
Scribner and Matthew Budrewicz. 

•        •       •
 SM/SC CYO 3rd grade boys (#334) 

St. Raymond's vs. (#333) SMSC Eagles, 
32-10. Bryce Lee, Cole McMahon and 
Chris Ellis all played a strong game for 
St. Raymond's. Eagles Nicholas Melen-
dez, Logan Finch and Robert Sandoval 
all scored for the Eagles, while Jonathan 
Mulrooney, and Wyatt Moseley played 
tough defense. Both teams showed good 
passing and shooting skills.

•        •        •
The SM/SC 3rd Grade Destroyers 

defeated the Shooters in a fast paced hard 
fought match up Sunday afternoon.  For the 
Destroyers, Noah Wiesner led the team on 
offense while Brandon Harvey and Owen 

Dawson played tenacious defense.  Alec 
Lewis and Jose Ramos battled underneath 
the basket and had many rebounds.  RJ 
Mata was credited with some key steals 
to help the team win the game.  For the 
Shooters, Ian Partrigde, Jack Burke, and 
Drew Dillon scored. All boys were good 
team players: Jacob Peterson, Logan 
Vinson, Forest Bishop, Grant Dufenk and 
Bradley Mitchell.

•        •        •
Third grade teams SM/SC #332 Lak-

ers and St Joan #331 Hoosiers played a 
close game with the Hoosiers taking the 
win in the last minute of the game, 20-
16. The Hoosiers were the first to score 
and immediately put pressure on the 
Lakers. Many shots were taken by both 
teams, with the Hoosiers more successful 

by half-time. The third period had the 
Lakers overtaking the Hoosiers in both 
baskets and steals. The final period saw 
the lead bouncing between the teams 
until the very last with Hoosier baskets. 
Top scorers for the Hoosiers were Sean 
Kearns and Westin Berkowitz. Playing 
excellent Hoosier defense and getting the 
rebounds were Kyle Davidson and Matt 
Mandeville. Top scorer Jayden Hurskin 
led the Laker offensive line of Alejandro 
Cabassa and Xavier Pelican. On defense, 
Laker Thomas Stevenson led in rebounds 
and had an assist, and Matthew Larson 
and Ryan Heise did well keeping the ball 
away from the Hoosiers. 

•        •        •
It was the Leopards vs the Wildcats 

in a competitive 1st/2nd grade SM/SC 

CYO boys basketball match up Sunday 
afternoon.  There was a super effort by 
all the Leopards (Ben, Charile, Brandon, 
Jacob, Robert, Enzo, Kyle, Dylan, Max, 
and Colby).    For the Wildcats, Ethan, 
Evan, and Bobby played tough defense 
while Kai, Jason, Jacob, and Michael had 
a fantastic offensive game.  Both teams 
played with hustle, heart, and showed 
great teamwork.

•        •       •
The 1st/2nd grade Livermore CYO 

Jedis vs. Jr. Shark Warriors played an ag-
gressive game on Sunday. Ryan Anderson 
was the Jedis' player of the game for his 
outstanding effort at both ends of the court. 
Thomas Kello and Josiah Knight scored 
for the Jedis. The Warrior Sharks played 
a strong defensive game with some great 
steals and rebounds. Ben Morrisroe, Sam 
Morrisroe, and Landon Ratinho were the 
top Jr. Shark Warrior players 

Middle School Basketball
The 8th grade Christensen girls bas-

ketball team played its first game of the 
season against a very tough Livermore 
Valley Charter school.  A one point game 
for most of the 4 quarters, the Cougars put 
up a total of 22 points by the final buzzer.  
Point guard, Rachel Norman, led her team 
with  8 points, 3 steals and 2 rebounds.  
Strong center, Amri Pascual, played a 
flawless game with 5 attempts, 6 points, 
8 rebounds, 2 steals and an impressive 
defensive presence in the key.  Irias Ortiz 
and Lindsey Lucivero had an impressive 
first game with unstoppable defensive 
moves and tenacious, aggressive attitudes.  
Rebekah Johnson, Damera Dodd and 
Crystal Ebrado rounded out the score with 
an additional 8 points.

 
Edge Gymnastics

Edge Gymnastics team competed in 
the Rosevill Invitational at Sacramento 
State over the weekend. 

Results:
Level 7: Middle age group: Samantha 

Jower, 1st vault 9.4, 8th bars 8.825, 4th 
beam 9.050, 2nd floor 9.3, 3rd all around 
36.6; Stephanie Relova,  4th bars 9.025,  
2nd beam 9.35. Older age group: Adriana 
Gascon,  10th vault  9, 1st bars 9.3, 5th 
beam 9.125, 2ndT floor 9.475, 1st all 
around 36.; Nadine Vomund,  5thT vault 
9.150,  8th bars 8.850, 4th beam 9.15, 4th 
floor 9.375 2ndT 36.525

Level 8: Younger age group: Hannah 
Skinner, 5th vault 8.4, beam 9thT, 8.3750, 
1st floor 9.3,  12th all around 31.075. Older 
age group: Hannah Lachman, 5th vault 8.5, 
1st bars 9.35, 11th beam 8.4, 3rd floor 9.25, 
2nd all around 35.55; Heather Hovander, 
4th beam 9, 1st floor 9.45

Level 9: Vinnesa Navaez, 5th vault 
8.6, 2nd bars 8.6, 3rd  beam 8.75, 10th 
floor 8.2, 2nd alla around 34.2; Taylor 
Hunziker, 2nd vault 8.75,  7th bars 7, 
1st beam 9.075, 7th floor 8.65, 4th all 
around 33.475; Rain Sullivan, 7th vault 
8.575, 5th beam 8.3, 1st floor 9.4; Jennifer 
Silver, 6th beam

Level 10: Serena Leong, 10th vault 
8.55,  8th bars 7.955, 7th beam 7.825, 4th 
floor 9.175, 7th all around 33.475; Amber 
Woo, 1st vaul 9.15, 2nd beam 8.75

Livermore Lazers 
Water Polo

The Livermore LAZERS kicked of 
the winter water polo session, playing at 
various locations around the Bay Area. 
The 14 & under team scrimmaged against 
the Brentwood SeaWolves on Friday 
and competed in the Northern California 
Winter League tournament at RLCC on 
Saturday. The high school girls competed 
in the Northern California Winter League 
tournament at RLCC on Sunday. The 10th 
grade & under boys team scrimmaged 
against the Brentwood SeaWolves on 
Friday and the high school boys competed 
in the Sacramento Winter Tournament on 
Saturday. For the high school girls, LAZ-
ERS Veronika Mach and Maria Carlson 
played solid games in the cage. Great 
defense from Emma Hughes and Kath-
ryn Rambo. Audry McLaggan and Elise 
Hedges played well on offense.

 

West Coast Gymnastics
West Coast Olympic Gymnastics, 

located in Pleasanton, had a good perfor-
mance as the boys team competed at the 
Golden Bear Gymnastics Invitational. 

The level 5 boys took first place for 
the team award.  Zion English and Scott 
Mackanic both took 1st place all-around 
for their age divisions (middle and older, 
respectively), and Dominic Costa and 
Evan Young placed 2nd and 3rd all-
around, respectively, for the “younger” 
age division.  WCOGA is especially proud 
that the boys swept the gold medals in all 
age divisions for pommel.   

Competing for the first time, the level 
4 Boys took the 3rd place team award.  
While all boys competed very well, 3 
boys placed in top 10 for the older divi-
sion- Jackson Gabler, Mortiz Tamm and 
Trygg Fong.  Other competitors were 
Mikal Bronnenberg, Trygg Fong, Jackson 
Gabler, Ryan Kobayashi, Robbie/

Competing for the first time at level 

7 was Jeremy Inchauspe.  He received 3 
medals in the following categories: pom-
mel, rings and parallel bars.

The WCOGA boy’s team is coached 
by Vince Miller, Izy Mlay, and Joshua 
Ruby.   

Track and Field Sign Ups
Athletics America is accepting ap-

plications for youth athletes between the 
ages of 7-17.

Athletes 18 and older are also invited 
to join the club and train during the adult 
sessions.

Practices are held year round on a 
voluntary/drop-in basis and are scheduled 
on Monday through Friday in locations in 
both Pleasanton and Livermore.

Club participants will have the option 
of competing in AAU and USATF cross 
country events, as well as several all-com-
ers track meets.

For practice times and locations, please 
visit www.athleticsamerica.com or call 
Coach Rik Richardson at 925-518-9356 or 
e-mail atheniantrack@hotmail.com

 
PGSL Registration:

2010 Registration is now open for all 
divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls 
Softball League.  All girls living in Pleasanton 
, Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play PGSL 
softball.  Two ways to register: 1) Online 
at www.pleasantonsoftball.org; 2) Mail-
in: PGSL, P.O. Box 911 , Pleasanton , CA 
94566 (download a registration form from 
the website).  Please note, late registration 
applies after December 15, 2009.  For more 
information or questions, contact Christine 
Tanis at christine.t@pleasantonsoftball.org

Players Sought
Tracy Futbol Clubs U-12 Fireballs Hi 

Comp Soccer team looking for players. 
Birthdate must be between August 1, 1997 to 
August 1, 1998. For more information please 
contact George Edwards at (209) 613-2294 
or E-mail g1edwards@msn.com.

The Vine Cinema & Alehouse 
in downtown Livermore is show-
ing the NFL playoffs on their 
giant movie screen.  

The games are presented in 
high definition and fill the 30’ 
wide screen. Admission is free.  
Available at the concession stand 
are 8 draft beers, Livermore 
Valley wine, and quality food 
served from the Zephyr Grill & 
Bar kitchen.  Items like ½ pound 
burgers, salads, buffalo wings, 
calamari, fish sliders, salads and 
pizza are all available, and they 
get delivered directly to your 
table in the theatre when they are 
ready.  Traditional movie theater 
snacks like popcorn, nachos, hot 
dogs, polish sausages and soda 
are also available.

The games being shown at the 
Vine are this Sunday’s playoff 

games of Dallas at Minnesota 
at 10 a.m., and the N.Y. Jets at 
San Diego at 1:30 p.m..  The 
following week’s AFC and NFC 
championship games will be tele-
vised on Jan. 24.  These games 
are leading up to the Super Bowl 
XLIV on Feb. 7 at 3:00, which 
will be shown on both screens at 
the Vine – over 500 seats.  Table 
reservations are required for the 
Super Bowl. There will be a spe-
cial menu for the big game.

The Vine Cinema & Alehouse 
hosts many sporting events in 
addition to the independent films 
they specialize in showing. More 
information about the upcoming 
games, movies and special events  
is available at  (925) 447-2546 
or www.VineCinema.com.  The 
address is 1722 First St. in down-
town Livermore.

Watch NFL Playoffs 
On a Really Big Screen

(continued on page 8)
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Baseball Tryouts
New Revolution Baseball is hosting try-

outs for their 12U, 13U, 14U and 8th Grade 
Elite Team for the Spring/Summer season. 
Focus is on individual skill development, 
instilling discipline, confidence, a higher 
work ethic and greater expectations within 
the individual. Contact Dan Olmo for a tryout 
at 925-548-2732 or olmo.baseball@comcast.
net or fill out a tryout request form at www.
newrevolutionbaseball.com/tryout_request.
html. More information at www.newrevolu-
tionbaseball.com.

Softball Umpires
The Livermore Pleasanton Umpires As-

sociation is seeking individuals interested in 
umpiring girls fast-pitch and adult slow-pitch 
softball games in the Livermore-Pleasanton 
area.  Training will be provided.

The first general meeting of the Asso-
ciation will be held on January 24, 2010  at 
12noon at the Livermore Community Center 
located at 4444 East Avenue in Livermore or 
you can contact Ed Wong at edwardwong_
99@yahoo.com for further information.

Track & Field
St. Michael's CYO Track & Field team 

is holding sign ups for its Spring 2010 sea-
son on 1/21 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the St. 
Michael's Parish Hall on the corner of Third 
and Maple Streets.  The program is open to 
boys and girls 3rd to 8th grades.  Practice 
begins 2/8 at 4 p.m. on the Granada High 
School track.  For more information www.
smisctrack.org. 

Professional Bowling
The Earl Anthony Memorial, the first 

of the Professional Bowlers Association 
tour stops in 2010 will be held at the Dublin 
Bowl  from January 12-17. It  will conclude 
with live ESPN television coverage at 10 
a.m. PST on the last day.  

The tournament will include pro/am 
squads on Saturday, Jan. 16, where  men, 
women, senior and youth league bowlers 
will have a chance to bowl with the stars 
of the PBA Tour.

Schedule of Events:
Thursday, Jan. 14: 10 a.m. – PBA 

Women’s Series Round of 20 (7 qualify-
ing games); 5 p.m. – PBA Tour Round 
of 64 (7 qualifying games); Cut to top 28 
PBA Tour players; top four qualifiers earn 
byes into the Round of 16; Cut to the top 
8 Women’s Series players

Friday, Jan. 15: 9 a.m. – PBA Tour 
Round of 28 (best of seven games); 2 
p.m. – PBA Women’s Series Round of 
8 (best of seven games); 2 p.m. – PBA 
Tour Round of 16 (best of seven games); 
7 p.m. – PBA Women’s Series Round 
of 4 (best of seven games; two winners 
advance to Sunday’s ESPN TV finals); 7 
p.m. – PBA Tour Round of 8 (best of seven 
games; four winners advance to Sunday’s 
ESPN TV finals)

Saturday, Jan. 16: Pro-Am Events and 
PBA Fan Day; 9 a.m. - Youth Pro-am; 
11:15 a.m. - Senior Pro-am; 1:30, 4:30 6:45 
and 9 p.m. – Adult Pro-Am squads

Sunday, Jan. 17: 10 a.m. - Live ESPN 
television finals.

 to www.vinecinema.com or call 
447-2545.

 

SPORTS NOTES
(continued from page 7)

The Livermore City Council 
approved 19 homes for a 5.19 
acre site that was the former loca-
tion of the Orchid Ranch.

The vote was unanimous, 
with Mayor Marshall Kamena 
absent.

Four of the homes will be 
available to low and moderate 
income families. 

Concerns raised by neighbors 
were completion of a soundwall, 
removal of a large native oak, and 
the condition of the property.

As part of the approval, the 
developer will be required to 
complete the soundwall along 
the Isabel Drive frontage con-
current with construction of the 
first house.

In response to concerns of 

neighbors, the developer will also 
be required to replace a native 
oak tree. The tree is diseased and 
cannot be saved or moved.

Leslie Pickett, who lives in 
the adjacent neighborhood, told 
the council that with the removal 
of the oak, “we are losing a 
landmark.”

Matt Barry made similar com-
ments. He called the oak an 
anchor to the neighborhood. He 
asked that a mature native oak be 
transplanted to a site near the cur-
rent tree. “That would preserve 
the character of the area without 
impacting the Orchid Ranch de-
velopment.”

The site he suggested is a 
small green space within the cur-
rent neighborhood. 

The council agreed to ask the 
developer to  replace the tree 
either on the suggested site or 
within the new development. 
The city will poll neighbors to 
determine whether there is sup-
port to plant the new tree in their 
neighborhood.

Neighbors also wanted the 
soundwall built sooner, rather 
than later. Brian Powell said he 
didn’t oppose the development. 
However, since his family moved 

into the home there has been 
a huge increase in noise from 
Isabel. 

Powell also brought up the 
issue of the appearance of the 
property. He said it is full of 
junk. As a result, there has been 
an influx of rodents.

The council asked staff to 
work with the landowner to clean 
up the land.

CENSUS BEGINS
The city council issued a proc-

lamation supporting the upcom-
ing national census.

It noted that the number of 
people living in an area impacts 
federal funding and representa-
tion at both the state and federal 
levels of government.

It was estimated that each 
person represents $1300 per year 
in federal funding. If just 1000 
people fail to fill out the form, 
the area would lose $1.3 million 
each year.

Council Okays 19 Homes; Oak to Be Replaced

The Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District (BAAQMD) 
board put off a vote on  new 
thresholds for cumulative risk 
from pollutants.

The primary purpose of the 
thresholds is to provide a means 
to identify proposed local plans 
and development projects that 
may have a significant adverse 
effect on air quality and public 
health. The proposed amend-
ments to the “Thresholds of Sig-
nificance” include thresholds for 
construction, operational-related, 
and plan-level emissions of crite-
ria air pollutants and ozone pre-
cursors, greenhouse gases, toxic 
air contaminants, and odors. 

The vote had been scheduled 
for last Wednesday. It will take 
place at a meeting on April 7.

Under the proposed new Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) guidelines, projects 
would have to be studied to deter-

mine either the cumulative risk to 
the site itself or the pollutant risks 
generated by the project.

The distance used for the ra-
dius around the project boundary 
would reflect the zone or area 
over which sources may have 
a significant impact. The radius 
would be 1000 feet. It has been 
argued that sensitive land uses 
should not be sited within 1000 
feet of an area where there is 
heavy vehicle and truck traf-
fic. This could include freeway 
traffic, which is considered a 
significant source of pollutants, 
according to Aaron Richardson, 
BAAQMD information officer.

 There are two factors that 
would require a developer to 
conduct an environmental review 
of cumulative risks. One would 
be the potential for increased risk 
of exposure. The study would 
include ways to mitigate the 
exposure.

However, if a community 
has its own communitywide risk 
reduction plan in place to reduce 
pollutants, it would supersede the 
need for a study. Both Livermore 
and Pleasanton are in the process 
of developing risk reduction 
plans.

The development commu-
nity has expressed concern that 
the new rules would make it 
difficult to provide the transit 
oriented development that Bay 
Area agencies, such as MTC, are 
pushing for.

Richardson said that the air 
district supports both smart 
growth and transit oriented de-
velopment. At the same time, it is 
important to protect the health of 
those who would be impacted.

The Tri-Valley has been an 
area that has kept the Bay Area 
out of attainment when it comes 
to meeting federal air pollution 
guidelines.

Richardson said that as of 
2004, the Bay Area was listed at 
marginal non-attainment. Since 
then the environmental protec-
tion agency has strengthened the 
guidelines. The new listings are 
due out in March 2010.

Richardson said that the dif-
ference between federal and 
BAAQMD guidelines is that the 
federal rules are regional. The 
proposed BAAQMD guidelines 
would look at neighborhood level 
exposure. 

A project would need to meet 
the criteria for general emission 
levels for EPA established pol-
lutants. The Air District CEQA 
Guidelines update will review, 
revise, and develop significant 
thresholds, assessment method-
ologies, and mitigation strategies 
for criteria pollutants, air toxics, 
odors, and greenhouse gas emis-
sions. 

Air Quality Board Delays Vote on New Risk Thresholds

As part of the 2009-2010 bud-
get package, the California Legis-
lature suspended the local agency 
protections of Proposition 1A and 
passed a provision to withhold 
more than $2 billion of property 
tax revenue from cities, counties 
and special districts, including 
Pleasanton,  Livermore and the 
Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District

The State exercised the right 
to hold those funds to close the 
budget gap, with the intent to 
repay these local government 
agencies in three years. As an 
alternative, the budget package 
also permitted the establishment 
of a third-party securitization 
program for local governments 
to use to relieve the burden of 
loaning the state property tax rev-

enues. California Communities 
was appointed by the California 
Legislature as the exclusive au-
thority to offer such a program to 
purchase the receivables due to 
local government agencies from 
the State, allowing local govern-
ment agencies to maintain their 
planned revenue streams and 
protect their budgets and critical 
services.

The California Statewide 
Community Development Au-
thority (California Communities) 
has created a securitization pro-
gram to protect local government 
revenue and continue to provide 
essential services, such as public 
safety and street maintenance. It 
has sold $1.9 billion in securitiza-
tion bonds.

Participating public agen-
cies will be receiving their first 
payment on January 15, with 
a second equal installment on 
May 3. The City of Livermore 
which was on the hook to “loan” 
the state close to $2.9 million 
will receive a payment of $1.4 
million.  Without this payment, 
the city would have made further 
reductions in police, fire, library, 
building inspection and other 
general funded activities than 
already realized due to economic 
conditions facing the city.

Similarly, the City of Pleas-
anton will receive a payment of 
$2.2 million and the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park Dis-
trict will receive a payment of 
$298K.  

The bonds sold represent 95 
percent of the amount that would 
have been borrowed by the state 
in a “forced loan” from local gov-
ernment agencies in 2010. A total 
of 1,269 local government agen-
cies in California participated in 
the Proposition 1A Securitiza-
tion program, which is the first 
bond transaction of its kind ever 
conducted. 

California Communities is a 
joint powers authority sponsored 
by the California State Associa-
tion of Counties and the League 
of California Cities.

The program was voluntary. 
All costs of issuance and inter-
est incurred will be paid by the 
State, allowing local agencies 
to maintain 100-percent of their 
receivables.  

 

First Checks Go Out to Replace Local Funds

approximately 50,000 fairgoers.  
They enjoyed great weather, a 
spectacular fireworks show, the 
beginning of a long 4th of July 
holiday weekend and a rockin’ 
concert with Night Ranger.

The Fair’s carnival ride opera-
tor, Butler Amusements, also

recorded their highest ride 
gross at this years Alameda 
County Fair.

Of the families and enthu-
siasts from all throughout the 
region, many came to satisfy their 

annual craving for a signature
corndog or funnel cake; to 

watch the spectacular fireworks 
show, to participate in eating con-
tests or see a favorite concert.

Some came just to eat food 
on-a-stick or anything deep 
fried.

July 3rd became the sin-
gle highest attended day in the 
Fair’s history with just fewer 
than 50,000 thousand fairgoers. 
They

enjoyed great weather, a spec-

tacular fireworks show, the begin-
ning of a long 4th of July holiday 
weekend and the rockin’

Night Ranger concert. Ad-
ditionally, the Fair’s largest 
food vendor, Big Bubba’s Bad 
Barbeque, had its largest single 
day of

New attractions and events 
such as the Balloon Samba carni-
val ride from Michael Jackson’s 
Neverland Ranch and the first 
annual Hot Dog and Chili Re-
lay Contest played a big part 

in this year’s success. Concert 
performances by acts includ-
ing: The Charlie Daniels Band, 
Night Ranger, Bowling For 
Soup, En Vogue, BJ Thomas 
and Con Funk Shun were filled 
to capacity. Other popular at-
tractions were the Fair’s new 
AgVenture Park featuring agri-
cultural edutainment and Festival 
Square’s themed weekends: “Fi-
esta Hispana,” “Jazz Gators and 
Gumbo,” and “Spice of India.” A 

variety of dance lessons, cooking 
tips, cultural music, competitive 
food-judging presentations and 
demonstrations rounded out the 
fair’s potpourri of offerings. 

Planning is currently under-
way for the 2010 Annual Alam-
eda County Fair.  The Fair plans 

to help kick off summertime with 
the theme “Come Out & Play,” 
and is tentatively scheduled to 
run June 23rd through July 11th. 
For more information, please 
visit the website www.Alam-
edaCountyFair.com or call (925) 
426-7600.  

FAIR
(continued from page one)
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Robert Randolph Schantz
Livermore resident Rob-

ert Randolph Schantz, age 67, 
passed away at his home on 
January 6, 2010, after a coura-
geous struggle with cancer. His 
family was by his side.

He was born Oct. 26, 1942.
Bob retired in 1988, as a 

Telephone Technician after 22 
years of service with Pacific 
Telephone/Bell.

Bob loved to tinker with elec-
tronics of all kinds. He enjoyed 
riding his motorcycle. He was a 
Do-it-yourself kind of guy. 

Bob is survived by his de-
voted wife of 25 years Theresa 
and his daughters, Teresa and 
Laura. He is also survived by 
his brothers Peter, Edward and 
Alan Schantz.

A celebration of Bob’s life 
was held on Wednesday, January 
13 in Livermore. Burial followed 
at Roselawn Cemetery, 1240 N. 
Livermore Ave, Livermore.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily respectfully requests memo-
rial donations in Bob’s name be 
made to Hope Hospice, 6377 
Clark Ave. Suite 100, Dublin 
CA 94568

 
James Larry Lute

James Larry Lute was born on 
Nov. 30, 1930 and passed away 
Dec. 25, 2009 in Oakdale, Ca. 
He was a resident of Oakdale. 
He was 79 years old. In honor-
ing his wishes he will be inurned 
at the Cemetery District of the 
Redwoods in Willits, CA. 

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Charles (Chubs) 
V. Inderbitzen

Chubs passed away unexpect-
edly in Lodi, California on De-
cember 15, 2009. He was 35.

Chubs was born July 3, 1974 
in Livermore and raised in Man-
teca. He was a resident of Tracy 
at the time of his death.

Chubs is survived by his 
father Charlie and stepmother 
Sandra of Livermore, a brother 
Robert of Castro Valley, his sister 
Deanna of Texas and two loving 
boys Tyler 9 and Austin 7. He is 
also survived by his grandmother 
Dorothy Inderbitzen of Engle-
wood Florida, grandparents Bob 
and Betty Klingenberg of Ari-
zona and several aunts, uncles, 
nephews, nieces and cousins.

Chubs was preceded in death 
by his mother Vickie Mattison 
January 2003.

He will be greatly missed by 
his family and friends.

A memorial service will be 
held Saturday January 16 at 11 
a.m. at The Eagles Hall, 527 N. 
Livermore Ave., Livermore.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
respectfully requests memorial 
donations in Chubs name may 
be made to a charity of your 
choice.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Guadalupe “Lupe” 
M. Garcia

Lupe passed away peacefully 
with her family by her side on 
January 5, 2010. She was 73. 
Lupe was born in Santa Paula, 
CA on Dec. 27, 1936. She moved 
to Pleasanton with her mother 
and siblings. She will be with her 
husband of 51 years (Rick) again, 
who left her just last July.

She was a resident of Pleas-
anton and member of Catholic 
Community of Pleasanton. She 
graduated from Amador Valley 
High School (1955). Her first 
job was with Bank of America 
located downtown. She worked 
for Pleasanton Unified School 
District for over 30 years and 
in the summers at the Alameda 
County Fair. She volunteered at 
her church, while her children at-
tended CCD at St. Augustine’s. 

She leaves behind her brother, 
Jess and two sisters, Carmen, 
Frances and; her six children: 
Rick, Mike, Cathy (Claypool) of 
Livermore, Dolores (Hobaugh) 
of San Ramon, Ray of Pleasan-
ton and Linda of Austin, TX, and 
five grandchildren with a grand-
daughter due any day, and many 
nieces and nephews.

She touched many lives in 
many ways with her generosity 
and kindness, strength and deter-
mination throughout her life.

Funeral mass was celebrated 
12 at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
Pleasanton. Burial followed at 
St. Augustine Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
respectfully requests that gifts in 
her memory be made to St. Eliza-
beth Seton, Building Fund.

David Lawrence Campbell
David Lawrence Campbell 

was born December 2, 1964 
and entered into rest December 
12, 2009. He was a Livermore 
resident.

David graduated Granada 
High School in 1982.

He is survived by his father 
Lawrence Campbell of Marti-
nez, mother Susan Lansing of 
Placerville, and brothers Brett 
and Douglas. 

There will be a Celebration of 
David’s life on Saturday, January 
16, 2 p.m. at Callaghan Mortuary, 
3833 East Ave. Livermore.
Gustave W. "Gus" 
Rossknecht II

Gustave W. "Gus" Rossknecht 
II, age 86, of Grants Pass, died 
Friday, January 1, 2010 at his 
home. He was surrounded by 
his family.

Gus was born August 23, 1923 
in Grenora, North Dakota the 10th 
of 13 children to Gustave Wil-
liam Rossknecht and Mary Elize 
Marion Rossknecht. In 1931, 

during the 
Great De-
press ion, 
the  fam-
ily moved 
t o  H o t 
S p r i n g s , 
South Da-
k o t a .  I n 
1942 Gus 
g r a d u -
ated from 

Hot Springs 
High School and attended college 
in Los Angeles, California before 
entering the United States Navy 
in 1943. He served as a radio-
man processing Japanese code 
and was honorably discharged 
in March 1946. On July 25, 1950 
he married Nona Jane Beresford 
and they raised four children 
in Hot Springs, South Dakota 
before moving to Livermore, 
California in 1970. Both Gus and 
Nona worked for the Veterans 
Administration until he retired 
in 1988. In 1989 they returned 
to Hot Springs, where they lived 
until 1996 when they moved to 
Grants Pass, Oregon.

Gus was a life member of the 
Elks Club, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, and American Legion. 
His hobbies included garden-
ing, landscaping, woodworking, 
golf, playing cards, travel, and 
computer dabbling.

Survivors include three sons, 
Gustave W. "Bill" Rossknecht III 
of Grants Pass, Oregon, Daniel H. 
Rossknecht of Livermore, Cali-
fornia, and Curtis J. Rossknecht 
of Lincoln, Nebraska; a daughter, 
Jane M. Evans of Castro Valley, 
California; a sister, Lucy Wilson 
of Custer, South Dakota; eight 
grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Nona Rossknecht 
on December 16, 2000; and  
eleven siblings, Annie Stone, Rose 
Englebert, Irene Wolverton, Alice 
Stevens, Gertrude Rossknecht, 
Theodore Rossknecht, Joseph 
Rossknecht, Francis "Fritz" 
Rossknecht, Herman Rossknecht, 
Raymond Rossknecht, and Ralph 
Rossknecht.

Family services were held. 
Hull and Hull Funeral Directors 
are in charge of arrangements.

Remembrances may be made 
to Lovejoy Hospice, 939 SE 
8th Street, Grants Pass, Oregon 
97526

Please sign the family guest 
book at www.since1928hull.
com.

 

Arnold F. Clark
Arnold F. Clark died November 

13, 2009. He was born April 27, 
1916. He had lived in Livermore 
for 55 years.

He played with the Livermore-
Amador Symphony for nearly 35 
years in the violin, viola or cello 
sections. In his retirement years, 
he joined his wife in volunteer 
work supporting the string music 
programs in elementary and middle 
schools. He could often be seen 
walking hand in hand with Marion 
around town and in Sycamore Grove 
Park. He enjoyed playing chamber 
music with other musicians regularly 
at his home. He loved music, hiking, 
biking, skiing, birdwatching. 

A gathering for "Memories 
and Music" is planned for Janu-
ary 23, 2010, at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Presbyterian Fellowship Hall.

Memorial donations may be 
made to: Livermore-Amador 
Symphony Association, P.O. Box 
1049 Livermore, CA 94551 or 
Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., 
Suite 100, Dublin, CA 94568.

DeWitt (“Dee”) 
Clinton Wilson

Surrounded by his family, 
Dee passed away peacefully in 
his home in Pleasanton on Janu-
ary 11, 2010. He was born in 
Oakland on August 3, 1919 to 
Charles and Agnes Wilson. He is 
survived by Shirley, his beloved 
wife of over sixty years. They 
had four children: Tom Wilson of 
Capitola and Karen Williams of 
Santa Cruz. He was preceded in 
death by his two sons David and 
Robert Wilson. He also leaves 
seven grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren.

Dee was a member of the 
greatest generation - a Veteran 
of World War II where he served 
in the Navy. He was stationed in 
the Solomon Islands preparing 
for the invasion of Japan when 
bombs were dropped on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki bringing 
the War to an end. V.J. Day was 
a happy one for him and his bud-
dies – they knew they were go-
ing home. He was discharged in 
1945. Dee was extremely proud 
of his service to his country.

After returning home from the 
service, Dee attended San Jose 
State, majoring in Business. He 
also attended Lincoln Law School 
in Oakland. Dee was a retired 
Developer/Builder. He and his 
partner Louie Costanza built nu-
merous residential subdivisions, 
apartments and commercial 
shopping centers in Union City 
and Fremont. As an individual, 
he built over 400 homes in Pleas-
anton. He was a partner with the 
late George Spiliotopolous in the 
Cheese Factory in Santa Cruz and 
at the San Francisco Airport. He 
also participated in many proj-
ects and developments with his 
many “friends in town.” He was 
always an honest, hardworking 
contributor in whatever he did. 
You could do business with Dee 
on a handshake.

In 1966 Dee and Shirley came 
to Pleasanton to watch their son 
in a track meet. They fell in love 
with the little town and decided 
to move here in 1967. He im-
mediately got involved in the 
City of Pleasanton. He served 
this community in numerous 
capacities, including two years 
as a BART Director (1973-1975); 
eight years on the Planning Com-
mission (1978-1986); two years 
on the City Council (1986-1988); 
thirty-six years as a Director of 

the Alameda County Fair Board 
(serving two years as President, 
1987-1988); as a member of the 
Alameda County One Hundred 
Club since its inception in 1971 
to the present; as a Board Mem-
ber of the George A. Spiliotopou-
los Invitational Golf Tournament 
since its inception to the present 
(including serving as Board 
President in the mid-1980’s); 
as a founding member in 1987 
of the Pleasanton Men’s Club; 
and as a long-time Member of 
the Alameda County Honorary 
Deputy Sheriffs Association. He 
was instrumental in the found-
ing of a Youth Activity Center 
at what is currently Gingerbread 
Preschool. He was a recipient 
of the Pleasanton Firefighters’ 
Award in 1974, the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce Com-
munity Service Award and the 
Western Fair Association Blue 
Ribbon Award, both in 2006, 
and he was also a recipient of the 
Mayor’s Award.

In addition to serving his com-
munity with his time, Dee and 
Shirley also gave generously to 
the community of their finances. 
In 1972 they gave the Century 
House (located on Santa Rita 
Road) to the City of Pleasanton, 
along with a substantial amount 
of money to make necessary 
repairs. This site continues to 
be a treasured landmark today. 
In addition, in 1982, along with 
Ted Fairfield and the late Judge 
Bill Gale, Dee organized and 
built the current City Council 
chambers, at no cost to the City of 
Pleasanton. The three men called 
on all their friends to contribute 
to this project and their names 
are listed on a plaque just outside 
the City Council chambers. It 
was done by people who love 
the City of Pleasanton and also, 
it was very difficult to say “No” 
to Dee Wilson.

Dee liked to spend his free 
time with his family in Santa 
Cruz and Arnold. The Rogue 
River in Oregon also held a 
special place in Dee’s heart. He 
loved fishing and gardening. 
He was known to many as the 
“Tomato Man” of Pleasanton. 
He loved growing tomatoes and 
produce and kept all his friends 
well supplied from the more than 
seventy tomato plants he grew 
each year.

Dee is a considered to be a 
very dear friend to many people 
in Pleasanton, Alameda County, 
and throughout the State of Cali-
fornia. For more than forty years, 
he was also a very good friend 
to the City of Pleasanton. Dee 
was a humble and gracious man. 
He would extend his very large 
hand of friendship to everyone 
he met, whether a stable man at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
or a United States Senator. His 
generous, gracious, and loving 
spirit will be his legacy. He will 
be sorely missed. May God bless 
Dee Wilson and may he rest in 
peace.

Vigil will be Wednesday, 
January 13, 2010, 7:00 p.m. 
Graham-Hitch Mortuary, 4167 
First St., Pleasanton. Funeral 
Mass will be celebrated Thurs-
day, January 14, at 10:00 a.m. 
St. Augustine Catholic Church, 
3999 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. 
A graveside service will be held 
following mass at 11:30 am 
Pleasanton Pioneer Cemetery, 
Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton.

The family requests donations 
be sent to the Stanford Cardio-
vascular Department at 300 Pas-
teur Drive, Stanford, CA 94305 

or to Hope Hospice Pleasanton 
at 6377 Clark Avenue, Dublin, 
CA 94568. 

Margie “Ann” Loyola
Margie “Ann” Loyola passed 

away in Livermore, California on 
November 19, 2009 after a grace-
ful and courageous eleven month 
battle with brain cancer. She 
was 63 years old. Ann was born 
Margie Wade Mathews on No-
vember 14, 1946 in Burnett Texas 

to Arthur 
Mathews 
a n d 
M a y m e 
West. 

I n 
the early 
1 9 6 0 ’ s , 
A n n 
m o v e d 
t o  S a n 
Gabriel, 
Califor-

nia and attended Mark Keppel 
High School where she met 
Thomas Chester Duffett, whom 
she later married. Ann raised 
three children and then began an 
entrepreneur path by purchas-
ing a small engine repair shop, 
Buster’s Lawnmower Shop in 
Arcadia, California. She operated 
the business until she retired in 
2006. Upon retiring, she moved 
to Livermore, California to be 
closer to her grandchildren and 
to enjoy her retirement.

Ann was an accomplished and 
active West Coast Swing dancer. 
In 2007, she traveled to Nash-
ville, Tennessee for a New Year’s 
dance convention and to dance 
the evening away. She loved to 
bowl and often placed in senior 
tournaments. Her other joys were 
playing Bunco, and “lunching” 
with her girlfriends. Ann was 
always ready to brandish her 
customized pool cue and could 
monopolize any open pool table. 
With a dazzling smile and giggle 
she would bewilder the other 
players who would relinquished 
their table to this petite blue-eyed 
grandma. She traveled often and 
always enjoyed an adventure. 
She was a fun-loving friend and 
a wonderful mom and grandma, 
always generous and quick with 
her smile and laughter. 

Ann precedes her sister, Mar-
tha Moddy, of Arkansas City, 
Kansas. Ann had three siblings 
who predeceased her. She leaves 
behind three children: Steven 
Duffett of El Monte, Califor-
nia, Jannell Gladen (Duffett) of 
Livermore, California, and Julie 
Duffett, of Atlanta, Georgia. In 
addition she leaves two grand-
children: Westley and Nicholas 
Gladen, of Livermore, Califor-
nia. She also leaves behind many 
friends.

Her children would like to 
thank Kaiser Hospice of Marti-
nez and Vintage Manor in Liver-
more. We will always be grateful 
for your loving and attentive care 
during her illness.

Ann is interned at Memo-
rial Gardens: 3873 East Avenue 
Livermore, California. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made in 
her name to Kaiser Hospice, 200 
Muir Road, Martinez, California, 
94553.

Marion Therese Grady
Marion Therese Grady passed 

away peacefully on January 7, 
2010 in Mountain View, Califor-
nia at the age of 90.

Mrs. Grady was born to 
Martin and Marion O’Keefe in 
Springfield, Massachusetts on 

September 24, 1919.  She was a 
student at St. Elizabeth’s Acad-
emy, St. Elizabeth’s College and 
Julliard School of Music. She 
lived in Morristown N.J. until 
her marriage in 1944. She lived 
in Albuquerque N.M. and in 
1956 moved to Livermore, CA.  
Shortly after her husband’s death 
in 1991, she moved to Mountain 
View, CA. 

Mrs. Grady was preced-
ed in death by her husband, 
James, her granddaughter Misa 
T. Tomari, her sister Anne M. 
Richard, and her nephew, Mar-
tin R. Richard.  She is survived 
by her children: son James and 
Carollane Grady and grand-
children William and David 
Priest, and Michael and Mary 
Ann Grady; daughter Maura-
Anne and Thomas Eastman and 
granddaughter Amy Therese; and 
daughter Kathleen and Kazuo To-
mari and grandchildren Yumi and 
Frederick Ricciardi and grandson 
Kenji Tomari as well as many 
other family and friends.

Mrs. Grady had been presi-
dent of the Del Valle Girl Scout 
Council of Livermore.  She also 
worked as the secretary at St. 
Michael’s Church, and later in 
the Personnel Department of the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District.    Mrs. Grady 
retired from the school district in 
1983.  She was a resident of Villa 
Siena Residential Care Home in 
Mountain View.

The family thanks the Daugh-
ters of Charity of St. Vincent De 
Paul and the staff of Villa Sienna 
for the exceptional, loving care 
provided.   

A Funeral Mass will be cel-
ebrated at St. Michael’s Church, 
458 Maple St. in Livermore, 
on Thurs., Jan. 14, at 11 a.m.  
Burial will follow mass at St. 
Michael’s Cemetery.  Should 
you choose, memorial dona-
tions can be made to Villa Siena, 
1855 Miramonte Ave., Mountain 
View, CA 94040.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

 

 

Gus Rossknecht II

Margie "Ann" Loyola

A guided walk will be held 
through the Hidden Valley Open 
Space (HVOS), 1,000 acre grass-
land bowl at the northeast corner 
of San Ramon's Windemere 
development. 

Almost entirely circled by 
exposed ridges; in just a few 
minutes' walk you can reach 
views of the urban Tri-Valley, 
Mt. Diablo and vast expanses of 
agricultural land and open space 
to the east. The hike will focus 
on the spectacular reserve and 
its natural resources, proposed 
development projects, and their 
impacts on the region.

The hike will be held Sat-
urday, Jan. 16 at 9:30 a.m. Ad-
ditional guided hikes in HVOS 
are scheduled for Feb. 21, Mar. 
21 & Apr. 11.

Meet at hiker gate on Long-
leaf Circle, San Ramon.

Call (925) 947-3535 for info 
or to confirm. Bring liquids and 
layers. Heavy rain postpones. 
There are options for a 1, 3.5 or 
4.5 mi. guided walk with SMD 
Staff Member Troy Bristol.

Hidden Valley 
Walk Scheduled 
For Jan. 16
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432339
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Casino 580, 1620 
Railroad Ave., Livermore Ca 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Dale Chesley Common, 969 
Cayuga Dr., Livermore CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Dale Common
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 8, 2009. Ex-
pires December 8, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2647. Publish.  Decem-
ber 24, 31, 2009, January 7, 
14, 2010

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432234
The following person(s) 
doing business as:U-Box of 
California, 44511 Grimmer 
Blvd., Fremont Ca 94538 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
U-Haul Co. of California, 
44511 Grimmer Blvd., Fre-
mont CA 94538
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on November 
2, 2009
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:George R. Olds
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 7, 2009. Ex-
pires December 7, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2651 Publish  December 
31, 2009, January 7, 14, 
21, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432657
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Arriaga’s Home 
Cleaning Service, 458 Oriole 
Ave., Livermore Ca 94551 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Maria G. Arriaga-Sepulueda, 
458 Oriole Ave., Livermore 
Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Maria G. Arriaga-Sepu-
lueda
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 18, 2009. Ex-
pires December 18, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2652. Publish. January 7, 
14, 21, 28, 2010

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432353
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Allay HVAC 
Solutions, 3208 Flemington 
Ct., Pleasanton Ca 94588 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jess Almeida, 3208 Flem-
ington Ct., Pleasanton Ca 
94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jess Almeida
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 09, 2009. Ex-
pires December 09, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2653. Publish. January 7, 
14, 21, 28, 2010

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.433056
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Swiss Pre-
cision MFG, 5287 Bianca 
Way, Livermore CA 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):

Swiss Precision MFG, LLC., 
5287 Bianca Way, Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Michael Eichenberger
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 31, 2009. Ex-
pires December 31, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2654. Publish. January 7, 
14, 21, 28, 2010

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.432535
The following person(s) 
doing business as:Aunti 
Gluten’s Bakery, 4290 Stan-
ley Blvd., Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Thea Danielle Dahlstrom, 
553 Emerald St., Livermore 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by:An Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on December 
04, 2009
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Thea Dahlstrom
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 14, 2009. Ex-
pires December 14, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2655. Publish  January 7, 14, 
21, 28,  2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.433093
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Berry Tree 
Frozen Yogurt, 4307 Valley 
Ave., Ste D, Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Hye Chong, 3226 Mandevilla 
Ct., Pleasanton Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Hye Chong
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 4, 2010. Expires 
January 4, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2656. Publish. January 7, 
14, 21, 28, 2010

STATEMENT OF  
WITHDRAWL FROM  
PARTNERSHIP 
OPERATING UNDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
FILE NO. 420382
The following person(s) has 
(have) withdrawn as general 
partner(s) from the partner-
ship under:Bostrom’s Auto 
Craft, 2727 Old First Street, 
Livermore Ca 94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on January 28, 2009 
in the County of Alameda. 
Full  Name of Withdraw-
ing Partner: James Garfield 
Owen, 3209 Saratoga Court, 
Livermore Ca 94550
Signature of Withdrawing 
Partner:
/s/:James Garfield Owen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2009. The 
Independent Legal No. 2657. 
Publish January 14, 21, 28, 
February 4, 2009

STATEMENT OF  
WITHDRAWL FROM  
PARTNERSHIP 
OPERATING UNDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
FILE NO. 416733
The following person(s) has 
(have) withdrawn as general 
partner(s) from the partner-
ship under:Bostrom’s Colli-
sion Center, 2727 Old First 
Street, Livermore Ca 94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on October 10, 2008 
in the County of Alameda. 
Full  Name of Withdraw-
ing Partner: James Garfield 
Owen, 3209 Saratoga Court, 
Livermore Ca 94550
Signature of Withdrawing 
Partner:
/s/:James Garfield Owen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2009. The 

Independent Legal No. 2658. 
Publish January 14, 21, 28, 
February 4, 2009

STATEMENT OF  
WITHDRAWL FROM  
PARTNERSHIP 
OPERATING UNDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
FILE NO. 40531
The following person(s) has 
(have) withdrawn as general 
partner(s) from the partner-
ship under:Bostrom’s Auto 
Body, 2727 Old First Street, 
Livermore Ca 94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on August 31, 2007 
in the County of Alameda. 
Full  Name of Withdraw-
ing Partner: James Garfield 
Owen, 3209 Saratoga Court, 
Livermore Ca 94550
Signature of Withdrawing 
Partner:
/s/:James Garfield Owen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2009. The 
Independent Legal No. 2659. 
Publish January 14, 21, 28, 
February 4, 2009

STATEMENT OF  
WITHDRAWL FROM  
PARTNERSHIP 
OPERATING UNDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 
FILE NO. 420381
The following person(s) has 
(have) withdrawn as general 
partner(s) from the partner-
ship under:Quality Auto Craft, 
2727 Old First Street, Liver-
more Ca 94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on no date  in the 
County of Alameda. 
Full  Name of Withdraw-
ing Partner: James Garfield 
Owen, 3209 Saratoga Court, 
Livermore Ca 94550
Signature of Withdrawing 
Partner:
/s/:James Garfield Owen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2009. The 
Independent Legal No. 2660. 
Publish January 14, 21, 28, 
February 4, 2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 432501-432503
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:1)Erin Fil-
liater Photography,2)Wedded 
Bliss Images,3)Twisted Rock 
Photography, 161 Bellington 
Common #3, Livermore Ca 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Erin Filliater, 161 Bellington 
Common #3, Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Erin Filliater
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 14, 2009. Ex-
pires December 14, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2661. Publish. January 14, 
21, 28, February 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433081
The following person(s) 
doing business as:Trinite, 
7041 Koll Center Pkwy. Ste 
200, Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
CornerStone Staffing Solu-
tions, Inc., 7041 Koll Center 
Pkwy. Ste 200, Pleasanton 
Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on July 12, 2009
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:John Dias
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 4, 2010. Expires 
January 4, 2015
The Independent Legal No. 
2662. Publish  January 14, 21, 
28, February 4, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433299
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Swiss Pre-
cision MFG, 5287 Bianca 
Way, Livermore CA 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mike Eichenberger, 5287 

Bianca Way, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Michael Eichenberger
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 7, 2010. Expires 
January 7, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2663. Publish. January 14, 
21, 28, February 4, 2010

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 432975-432976
The following person(s) 
doing business as:1)Video 
Keepsake,2)VIDA,5456 
Delia Way, Livermore CA 
94550 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
John A. Densberger, 5456 
Delia Way, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on 1981
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:John Densberger
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 29, 2009. Ex-
pires December 29, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2664. Publish  January 14, 21, 
28, February 4, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 432813-432814
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as:1)J.G. 
Owen Photography,2)NEWO 
Publishing,7172 Regional 
St #447, Dublin Ca 94568 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
James Garfield Owen, 3209 
Saratoga Ct, Livermore CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:James Garfield Owen

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2009. Ex-
pires December 23, 2014.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2665. Publish. January 14, 
21, 28, February 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433390
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Rocco’s Italian 
Water Ice, 553 Heligan Lane 
#3, Livermore Ca 94551 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Francis X. Colbert Jr., 553 
Heligan Lane #3, Livermore 
Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Francis X Colbert Jr.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 11, 2010. Expires 
January 11, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2666. Publish. January 14, 
21, 28, February 4, 2010.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO

SELL ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES

Date of Filing Application:
January 11, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:
The Names(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:

FIRST STREET  
ALEHOUSE INC.

The Applicants listed above 
are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage
Control to sell alcoholic bev-
ages at:
2106 1ST ST
LIVERMORE, CA 94550-
4544 
Type of license(s) Applied 
for:
41 - ON-SALE BEER AND 
WINE - EATING PLACE
Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control
1515 Clay St. Ste 2208
Oakland, Ca 94612
(510) 622-4970
The Independent Legal No.
2667. Publish January 14, 
21,

28, 2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

2) CATS/DOGS

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 

adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-

days.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both 

dogs and cats are available 
at the Pleasanton Farmers 
Market at W. Angela and 

First Streets.  Two locations 
will showcase cats only: 
Petsmart in Dublin from 

noon to 4  and the Pet Food 
Express in Livermore from 
1  to 4.  On Sundays, cats 
are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from  1 to 4, and 
PetCo in San Ramon from 
11 to 3.    Information, call 

TVAR at  (925) 803-7043 or 
visit our website at  

www.tvar.org.

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000 to let 38,000 
households know!

FOUND - White Fluffy Dog in 
Livermore Stanley - Murrieta 
Area 925 784-5522

6)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET? FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara 
925 243-8000 to let 38,000 
households know!

LOST CAT
Found Near Hopyard & Divi-
sion in Pleasanton. Please 
Call to Identify 408 464-5428

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
- Support No Kill Shelters, 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

SWAT Team
The CPAAA is proud to an-

nounce the next community 
education presentation held at 
the Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center, 4444 East Avenue 
on January 19, at  7:00 p.m. The 
presentation will be made by 
members of the Livermore Police 
Department Special Weapons 
and Tactics (SWAT) team and 
members of the Crisis Negotia-
tions Team (CNT). 

SWAT and CNT members 
will discuss why the department 
has the SWAT and CNT teams. 
They will talk about the training 
the team members participate in 
each month, the roles and goals 
of each team, and prior team 
deployments. There will be a dis-
play of team equipment. After the 
presentation there will be time for 
the audience to ask questions of 
the presenters. 

Although reservations are 
not required, signing up for the 
program (#2720) at 373-5700 
helps LARPD plan seating ar-
rangements. 

This presentation is co-spon-
sored by the Livermore Police 
Department and the CPAAA, 
an organization of members 
from the community who have 
graduated from the Citizens 
Police Academy. Future presen-
tations are scheduled as follows: 
“Homeland Security” with Chief 
Steve Sweeney on February 18, 
2010, “Community Service Spe-
cialists” on March 23, 2010, and, 
LPD’s “Town Hall Meeting” on 
May 4, 2010. 

Nature Programs
The Livermore Area Recre-

ation and Park District ranger 
staff  will offer two programs 
this weekend.

The first, Mushroom Mad-
ness, is Sat., Jan. 16. Meet  at 2 
p.m. at Veterans Park.  Ranger 
Amy and Debbie Veiss of the 
Bay Area Mycological Society 
will lead a hunt under oaks, 
along the creek and in meadows 
for fabulous fungi. Learn what 
makes mushrooms so very differ-
ent from plants and animals, and 
be amazed at the many weird and 
wonderful varieties found in Vet-
erans Park. This walk will only 
be a short distance but will be 
going off trail, so wear shoes that 
can get muddy. Rain or shine.

On Sun., Jan. 17 the topic will 
be Creatures of the Night. This 
program will be held at 6 p.m. at 
the Veterans Memorial Building, 
522 South L St., Livermore. It 
sounds like the title of a horror 
film, but the title of this program 
really just refers to animals that 
are nocturnal, or like to come 
out at night. Join us tonight for 
a slide show to look at some of 
these critters and learn a little bit 
about them.

There is a $4 per vehicle park-
ing fee at the park. A $2 donation 
is requested to help support the 

programs. Participants may call 
925-960-2400 or visit www.
larpd.dst.ca.us for more infor-
mation.

Dangerous Beauty
The San Ramon Branch of the 

American Association of Univer-
sity Women  announced recently 
that six area businesses have 
donated funds and substantial in-
kind services for its “Celebration 
of Women in Film” to be held on 
Saturday evening, January 23, 
2010. Proceeds from the event, 
which will be held at the Front 
Row Theater, Dougherty Station 
Community Center, San Ramon, 
will go to AAUW funds that sup-
port women seeking fellowships 
and grants to further their educa-
tion and research.  

The sponsors include Janice 
Colby/Keller Williams Realty, 
the San Ramon-based geotech-
nical engineering firm ENGEO, 
Joy Perkins/Omnibus Organiz-
ing, the dentistry practice of  Drs. 
Czekala, Schinnerer & Associ-
ates, Ma Jolie Salon and Spa, and 
Crazy Flower Wines in Napa.  

“The diversity of our spon-
sors indicates the broad appeal 
of AAUW’s mission to further 
women’s educational opportuni-
ties and to remove barriers that 
block women from full equality,” 
said Andrea Gibson, co-chair of 
the organizing committee.         

“A Celebration of Women in 
Film” launches with a showing 
of Dangerous Beauty, a lavishly 
produced film set in 16th c. Ven-
ice and based on the true story 
of Veronica Franco, a renowned 
courtesan and published poet.  
Dr. Karen Van Zino, physician, 
author and lecturer, will provide 
commentary during the intermis-
sion and lead a brief discussion 
of how the experiences of this 
Renaissance beauty, who de-
fied the conventions of her era, 
relate to issues faced by today’s 
women—and men.    

The event starts at 6:30 p.m.  
To purchase tickets, call (925) 
973-ARTS (2787) or go to  www.
ci.san-ramon.ca.us/Parks/the-
ater/default.htm.  All tickets are 
$25, with minimal processing 
fees for tickets purchased online 
or mailed. Refreshments will be 
served at the intermission.  Seat-
ing is limited.   To learn more 
about the San Ramon Branch 
of AAUW, go to www.webbitt.
com/aauw/.  For more informa-
tion about AAUW, go to www.
aauw.org.  

Growing Up Female 
Mothers and their fifth or 

sixth-grade daughters are invited 
to attend an uplifting workshop 
about body changes and the reali-
ties of being female on Sunday, 
Jan. 31, from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Catholic Community of Pleas-
anton, 3999 Bernal Ave.

Led by RN specialist Amy 
Sluss, this two-hour workshop 

explores the normal changes 
that occur in girls ages 9-16, 
offers girls tools and tips for 
handling puberty, and connects 
girls and adult women together in 
a powerful and positive way. The 
session is crafted to build self-es-
teem, positive body image, and a 
healthy sense of "being a girl." A 
warm and comfortable environ-
ment for questions, exploration 
and learning, this experience 
sets the stage for future con-
versations and positive growth 
as your daughter transitions to 
adulthood.

There is a $30 fee for the 
workshop and advance registra-
tion is required. To sign up, con-
tact Sharon at 925-846-3531.  

Forest Home Farms 
Docents

Forest Home Farms will have 
a docent training session for new 
volunteers on Thursday, January 
21 from 9am-12pm. The meeting 
will be held in the Boone House 
Apt. B at Forest Home Farms. 
The address is 19953 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., San Ramon, CA 
94583. This training is open to 
the public and is for anyone who 
is interested in becoming a volun-
teer at the farm.  Those attending 
the meeting are not required to 
volunteer.

There are four different areas 
for volunteers to choose from: 
Grandpa- leads tours and ac-
tivities, Grandma- leads tours 
and activities, Garden- explains 
concepts of organic gardening 
and aids children in gardening 
chores, and Canning- presents a 
canning demonstration and leads 
activities.

Volunteer Description: Do-
cents lead hands-on activities 
that teach the agricultural his-
tory of the San Ramon Valley 
and Forest Home Farms. It is a 
very rewarding experience to 
see how much the children enjoy 
learning and to be able to answer 
their questions. Public speaking 
experience is helpful, but not 
required. Education docents need 
to attend a three-hour training 
session twice per year. Volunteer 
commitment is 2 times per month 
minimum, and each tour lasts 3 
hours. Volunteers must be avail-
able on weekday mornings and 
be fingerprinted through the San 
Ramon Police Dept. Fieldtrips 
run Monday thru Friday, 9am-
12pm during the school year 
with a short break in winter. 
Spring fieldtrips for 2010 begin 
February 2. 

For more information contact 
Stephanie Herscu at (925) 973-
3282 or sherscu@sanramon.
ca.gov.

Pleasanton Lottery Winner
A retired maintenance man-

ager and his wife rode in style to 
the Lottery’s Sacramento District 
Office, arriving in a limousine 
– all the way from their home 

town of Pleasanton – to claim 
their winnings.

Ralph Whitaker purchased his 
ticket for last Wednesday’s draw 
and found out about his big win 
the following day. He was “very 
nervous” upon learning about the 
$193,467 windfall.

Talking about his plans for the 
money, Whitaker said the couple 
plans to “put some in the bank, 
invest some, and spend the rest 
on our kids.” Added his wife 
Donna, “treasurer” of the family: 
“You forgot to mention your plan 
to play golf five days a week.”

The ticket was sold at S&B 
Liquor, 855 East Stanley Boule-
vard in Livermore.

Adult Ed. Classes
Livermore Adult Education 

Winter registration has started.
Computer classes include; 

Beginning Workplace Computer 
Training (1/26), QuickBooks 
(1/25), Selling on eBay and 
Craigslist (2/17), PivotTables/
PivotCharts (1/19), Microsoft 
Word 2007 (2/2), Microsoft 
Excel 2007 (2/3), Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2007 (4/13), Micro-
soft Access (4/14), Oracle DBA, 
Oracle Financials.

Career Technical Education 
classes include; Clinical Medical 
Assistant (3/27), Pharmacy Tech-
nician (4/27), Phlebotomy (1/30), 
Medical Biller (1/23), Orthope-
dic Technician (3/14), Clinical 
Nursing Assistant, Sterile Pro-
cessing Technician, Healthcare 
Interpreter, Physical Therapy 
Aide, Notary Public (2/6), Career 
Counseling by Appointment, 
How to Ace the Interview (2/1), 
Small Business Owners Roundta-
ble (2/2), Conversational Spanish 
(1/20), German Conversation for 
Intermediate Students (2/10).

Parenting Family and Con-
sumer Awareness classes in-

clude; Brain Gym for Seniors 
(and everyone else too!) (1/26, 
2/2), Navigating the College 
Application Maze (5/18, 5/22), 
Beginning Knitting (1/12), In-
termediate Knitting (1/12), CPR 
(2/8), First Aid ( 2/1), Basic Life 
Support (1/25), Yoga, Pilates, 
Feng Shui (2/3).

Art classes include; Drawing 
and Mixed Media, Watercolor, 
Watercolor Pen and Ink and 
Colored Pencil, Monoprints and 
Image Transfers.

Community Interest classes 
include; Folk Guitar (1/20), Bird 
Watching (1/19), Creative Writ-
ing, Dog Training (1/19), Dog & 
Cat CPR & First Aid (2/25), Es-
tate Planning (1/26), Retirement 
Planning Today (3/16, 3/25).

In addition we offer Adult 
High School Diploma, GED 
Preparation, ESL, Citizenship, 
and CA High School Exit Exam 
Preparation.

For more information call 
(925)606-4722,  online at www.
livermoreadulted.org or visit 
the school at 1401 Almond Ave. 
Livermore 8:30am-7pm (M-
Th).

Historic Garage Open
The 1915 Duarte Garage, 

located on the old “Lincoln High-
way” will be open on Sunday, 
January 17, 2010 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  The garage is located 
on  the corner of Portola and L 
Streets in Livermore.

The Lincoln Highway was the 
first Transcontinental Highway in 
the United States.  The Highway 
is 3,389 miles long, crossing 
through 13 States from New York 
to San Francisco.

The Duarte Garage contains 
memorabilia from the early Auto-
mobile  Days, such as a collection 
of early California license plates, 
photos, maps and machinery.  In 

addition, the garage houses two 
restored fire engines, a  Model 
T fire truck and a 1944 Mack 
engine.  A third fire engine, a 
1920 Seagrave is being restored 
by volunteers.  The Seagrave 
has been disassembled down to 
the chassis.  All three fire trucks 
were used by the Livermore Fire 
Dept. 

The Livermore Heritage Guild 
operates the Duarte Garage with 
an all volunteer staff.  There is 
no charge for admission.  Dona-
tions are appreciated and used 
for projects at the Duarte Ga-
rage.  For more information call 
443-9740.  

Retired  Educators’ 
Scholarship

Up to six scholarships, each 
worth $1,500.00, are offered by 
the Tri-Valley Retired Educators 
Scholarship Foundation.  The 
awards are offered to high-school 
graduating seniors and college/
university students.  

 Requirements are:  a) ap-
plicants must be residents of the 
Livermore, Pleasanton, Dublin 
or Sunol area who are planning 
a career in education, b) high 
school applicants must be seniors 
planning to attend a four-year 
college in fall, 2010, c) com-
munity college applicants must 
be qualified to transfer to a four-
year institution in fall, 2010, d) 
4-year college applicants must be 
sophomores who will continue as 
juniors in fall, 2010.  

Questions about the scholar-
ship should be sent to greegno@
pacbell.net or call 925-443-
6097.

Application packets for the 
scholarships can be downloaded 
at the retired educators’ web-
site, www.tvrt.info.  Application 
deadline is March 5, 2010.

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory’s (LLNL) TeraS-
cale Simulation Facility (TSF)   
received  a Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) gold level certification 
last month.

The TSF, a 253,000 square 
foot facility, was built to house 
two of the world’s fastest super-
computers—BlueGene/L and 
ASC Purple at LLNL. Construc-
tion of the facility was completed 
at a cost of approximately $92 
million, and start of operations 
was approved by NNSA on Jan. 
27, 2006. TSF received 56 out 
of the 57 points pursued in the 
LEED submittal. 

LEED is an internationally 
recognized green building certifi-

cation system that provides third-
party verification that a building 
or development was designed 
and built using strategies aimed 
at improving performance in 
energy savings, water efficiency, 
carbon dioxide emissions reduc-
tion and other critical areas.

National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA) of-
fered its congratulations. “This 
is truly a noteworthy achieve-
ment for NNSA and LLNL that 
symbolizes our commitment to 
transforming the Cold War-era 
nuclear weapons complex into a 
modern, efficient nuclear security 
enterprise,” said Brig. Gen. 

Garrett Harencak, NNSA 
principal assistant deputy admin-
istrator for military application. 

“The achievement recognizes 
both the energy saving initiatives 
and sustainable features of this 
unique facility in a manner that 
translates to the LEED rating 
system.”

This achievement puts LLNL 
almost one-third of the way 
towards reaching its 2015 sus-
tainable buildings goal. TSF is 
the third building at LLNL to be 
LEED-certified and the first to 
achieve a gold rating.

TSF is a one-of-a-kind facility 
that did not match up with any of 
the typical LEED building type 
models; it required a one-of-a-
kind research and calculation 
package to prove to the U.S. 
Green Building Council that it 
was worthy of gold status.

 

Lab TeraScale Facility 
Earns Gold Level Certification
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 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com
DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-
243-8000

0R  www.independent-
news.com  Pay by Credit 

Card  for any Classified or 
Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 
Light housekeeping er-

rands transportation meal 
prep personal care. Please 

fax resume  
925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH VENDING! Be 
Your Own Boss! Your Own 
Local Vending Route. In-
cludes 25 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. Multi-
Vend LLC, 1-888-625-2405. 
(CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

Opportunity Knocking
Auto Sales

Self-Motivated
Easy Schedule

No Experience Needed
Will Train!
Benefits

Apply Within
Or Online @

LivermoreAutoGroup.com
 Call Parm or Ravi @

(925) 294-7700
Ford / Lincoln / Mercury

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have Experience

 Senior Solutions, Inc.
 925 443-3101

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK.  
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up 
to $1,500 Part Time to $7,500/
mo. Full Time. Training pro-
v ided.  www.KTPGlobal .
com or call 1-800-330-8446. 
(CAL*SCAN)

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECH. Must be H.S. grad 
ages 17-34. No experience 
needed. Paid training, ben-
efits, vacation, regular raises. 
Call Mon-Fri 1-800-3435-
6289. (CAL*SCAN)

HAVE STRONG COMMU-
NITY TIES? EF Foundation 
seeks coordinators to find 
families for international ex-
change students. 20 hrs/mo. 
Cash & travel rewards. Must 
be 25+. 1-877-216-1293. 
(CAL*SCAN)

MOTIVATED? GOOD with 
PEOPLE? Love the Sun? 
Free to Travel? Call Gina at 
888-355-6755. Paid Training 
and Free Transportation. 
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

CLASSIFIEDS
**************

Reaches
38,000 Homes

Direct mail
to

Livermore, Dublin,
Pleasanton & Sunol

Call Barbara
925 243-8000

80)SERVICES

FORTUNE  500 
COMPANY EXPANDING. 

Customer Service - Manageri-
al Positions, Marketing, Sales 
some positions require travel. 
Email resume and cover letter 
with your requirements to 
Inquiry52@hotmail.com

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara   

121)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

GARAGE SALE
Sat January 16th  

9am-1pm
1909 College Avenue,  

Livermore

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  

925 243-8000 or go on-line 
at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

FOUND TEDDY BEAR gold 
and brown near home in 

Livermore. Home decorated 
with lights. Please call to 

claim 925 447-0459

130)MISC FOR SALE

Used Chain Link Gate  
13'4" Wide x 4' Tall with 

Hinged Mounting Post and 
Hardware to Attach to Swing 

Gate Operator Elite  
CSW-200-UL 

Call  925-872-1321  
$250 or BO

Heavy Duty Electric Auto-
matic Gate Opener, Swing 

Type
Model Elite CSU-200-UL

Good Working Order
Call Lynn 925-872-1321

 $400 or BO

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents 
with emphasis on those with 
low income. The center has 
general medical services, 
family planning, well baby, 
prenatal and maternity pro-
grams, social services, blood 
pressure checks, WIC food 
supplement programs, pre-
marital blood test, sports/
camp physicals, TB screen-
ing, free transportation avail-
able.    925 462-1755

155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSL      B (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 49,119+ households 
that read the Independent 
find out about it. . To place an 
ad go to  www.independent-
news.com or call Barbara at 
925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

By Advertising with The Inde-
pendent reaching over 38,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad placement. Call Bar-
bara 925 243-8000

FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION. 200+ NORCAL Homes! 
Auction: January 23. REDC / 
View Full Listings www.Auc-
tion.com RE No. CQ1031187. 
(CAL*SCAN)

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

$900 2nd Floor Historic 
Downtown Livermore

2 bedrooms 1 bathroom. 
Spacious home with  

large yard.
All Utilities Included
Call 925-352-4667

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE By Advertis-
ing with The Independent 
reaching over 38,000 homes 
and businesses with your ad 
placement. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000 

170)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE 

By Advertising with The Inde-
pendent reaching over 38,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad placement. Call Bar-
bara 925 243-8000

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

BANK FORECLOSURE! 
COLORADO Land Bargain 
87 acres- $39,900 Rolling 
Fields, Rocky Mountain 

views, access to 1000’s of 
Acres BLM Land. Electric, 

telephone, excellent financ-
ing. Call now 866-696-5263, 

x5488. (CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
176)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING in 240 Cal-SCAN 

newspapers for the best 
reach, coverage, and price. 

25-words $450. Reach 6 
million Californians! FREE 
email brochure. Call (916) 

288-6019.  
www.Cal-SCAN.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
 over 3 million Californians! 

FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

NEWS RELEASE? Cost-ef-
ficient service. The California 
Press Release Service has 
500 current daily, weekly 
and college newspaper 

contacts in California. FREE 
email brochure.  

Call (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaPressRelease

Service.com (CAL*SCAN)

180)HEALTH/MISC.

HERNIA REPAIR?  Did You 
Receive A COMPOSIX KU-
GEL Mesh Patch Between 
January 2001 AND Present? 
If the Kugel patch was re-
moved due to complications 
of bowel perforation, abdomi-
nal wall tears, puncture of 
abdominal organs or intestinal 
fistulae, you may be entitled 

to compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-
5727. (CAL*SCAN)

185)SCHOOLS/TRAINING

Advertisement for Training. 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAIN-
ING. Learn to operate bull-

dozer, backhoe, loader, motor 
grader, excavator. Job place-
ment assistance. Call 888-
210-4534. Northern California 
College of Construction. www.
HEAVY4.com promocode: 
NCPA1. (CAL*SCAN)

New Leader of Local 
Realtors’ Association 

Has Green Vision
By Cher Wollard

Pam Winterbauer has been a Realtor for over 30 years. 
She is active in the Women’s Council of Realtors and is a director 

with the California Association of Realtors. On the local level, she has 
been director and treasurer for the Bay East Association of Realtors, 
and has served on numerous boards and committees.

In 2006, Bay East named her Realtor of the Year. 
Now the Alameda County native adds another title: President of 

the Bay East Association of Realtors.
“Bay East is one of the most well-regarded associations of Realtors 

in the Bay Area, the state and at the national level,” Winterbauer said. 
“We’re a premier real estate association that other associations aspire 
to emulate. That adds in me wanting to give back.”

Bay East provides training and services – including the Multiple 
Listing Service – for its 4,400 Realtor and affiliate members through-
out southern, central and eastern Alameda County. 

The association provides extensive member services, including 
cutting edge technology at low or no costs, which enables profes-
sionals to better serve their clients.

“We are known as being innovators,” Winterbauer said. “We have 
a willing and eager staff that works beyond hours to provide benefits 
for our members.” 

Next up: a full suite of technology available on phones.
“The entire thing will be mobile – a good part of it already is,” she 

said. “It’s a member service that’s not going to cost the agent.”
Winterbauer officially became president on Jan. 1 – “At midnight, 

everything changed within minutes” – and will be inaugurated along 
with the other officers and directors at a gala event Jan. 30 at Casa 
Real. The theme is “Dream Green 2010.”

She succeeds Melrose Forde of Realty Experts.
The event will highlight a distinguished career.
In 1978, Winterbauer was a student at Chabot College, planning 

to attend law school, when she took a real estate class. She became 
fascinated, and decided to change paths.  

“I’m very technical and people-oriented, so this uses my skills,” 
she said.

Winterbauer started with Woodrin Realty in Hayward. That office 
moved to Castro Valley and eventually became part of Prudential 
California Realty. 

She is now a broker associate with Windermere Welcome Home, 
San Ramon.

“The first 17 years, I did nothing but real estate – six, seven days a 
week,” she recalled. “Then I got involved in the professional standards 
arena (at Bay East) and a friend suggested I become a director.

“Real estate had been very good to me. During good times, bad 
times, I did well. I thought it was time to give back. You can only take 
so much, before it’s time to do something to make it better.”

Winterbauer also continued her education in real estate, earning 
numerous professional accreditations: GRI, e-Pro, Seniors Real 
Estate Specialist, Accredited Seller Representative, Performance 
Management Network, Leadership Training Graduate, At Home with 
Diversity and Green designations from the National Association of 
Realtors. 

She is also a Certified Residential Specialist, and is short sale and 
foreclosure certified.

“I really believe in education. It better serves the client because 
we deliver information to them,” she said. 

Involvement in professional organizations also makes for better 
Realtors, she added. “You really know what’s going on. That makes 
you more valuable to sellers and buyers.”

In her one-year term as president, Winterbauer hopes to accomplish 
five basic goals: 

1. Bring membership closer together through communication. 
Only about 30 percent of Bay East members participate in the 

organization or attend local marketing meetings. Winterbauer hopes 
to reach the other 70 percent, utilizing such resources as Facebook 
and Twitter.

“The association is the vehicle to our members; our members are 
the vehicle to our clients,” she said.

2. Develop new leadership. 
“I want to identify people who would make good leaders so they 

can become more active and serve.” 
3. Emphasize “green” for the association, the members and cli-

ents. 
“The Green Council (of Bay East) is up and running, brand new 

in 2010,” she said proudly. 
“The association has gone green. We don’t print agendas or training 

materials unless people specifically request them. Instead we send 
them out as PDFs. At the board of directors meetings, we use Power 
Point projections. Even the financials are done that way, except for 
the treasurers and a few others who need hard copies.

 “If everybody does 5 percent, we do a little bit better, and we 
make our (environmental) footprint better.”

4. Strengthen the Young Professionals Network for real estate 
professions under 40.

“Most active Realtors are over 50 years old. Youth brings creative 
new ideas, new ways of looking at things, to better serve our clients,” 
Winterbauer said.

5. Build relationships with neighboring associations. 
“We’re all in this together. Good relations benefit members be-

cause we can provide more, better, and more cost-effective goods 
and services,” she said. 

“When we do our strategic-planning joint-leadership retreat with 
the Contra Costa association, for example, we pool our resources to 
get renowned speakers. This better educates our members. They in 
turn can better serve buyers and sellers.”

So what challenges does Winterbauer foresee in the coming 
year?

“There is always the potential for changes in our industry,” she 
noted. “A few years ago, banks wanted to be involved in real estate. 
Fortunately, that seems to have gone away. 

“Now HVCC (changes in appraisal rules) has caused some issues 
for our clients. Changes in truth-in-lending laws are coming up. Better 
educated agents can help their clients get through this.”

Winterbauer is optimistic, despite the economic climate.
“Real estate is the single best long-term investment that someone 

can make. Even now. It’s in 10-year cycles, like the broader economy. 
We’re still ahead where we were 10-20 years ago. Real estate – es-
pecially in the Bay Area – will always have worth.

“I don’t know, but I have a gut feeling 2010 is going to be a good 
year,” Winterbauer said. “If we’re passionate, we do the basics and 
are consistent, but are also willing to step outside our comfort zone 
and stay open, it will be a good year.”

And Winterbauer is indeed passionate – about real estate, about 
Bay East, about the causes near to her heart. 

“I’m a crusader,” she said. “Realtors are the largest proponents 
of local private property rights. The public doesn’t know that.  The 
preamble of our code of ethics says ‘under all is the land.’ It’s the land 
we live on, the land we grow on, the land we need to preserve… 

“Leaving this organization, this place that we call home, that we 
call Earth, that we share with each other, a little better than I found 
it, that’s my vision.”

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home, Livermore.
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Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory employees, along with 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Security, LLC (LLNS), raised 
more than $3 million to give to 
the surrounding communities.

Laboratory employees pledged 
more than $2 million to the 
HOME Campaign (Helping Oth-
ers More Effectively) - an annual 
charitable drive that benefits com-
munity and nonprofit agencies 
in the Tri Valley, San Joaquin 
Valley and Greater Bay Area. In 
addition, Lawrence Livermore 
National Security, LLC, which 
manages the Lab, announced it 
would again this year donate $1 
million in matching funds.

Elected officials from the 
Tri-Valley and Tracy, along with 
representatives from various 
non-profit agencies, attended a 
presentation at the Laboratory to 
thank employees for their efforts 
in raising the record-breaking 
amount that will benefit the com-
munity.

The  to ta l  cont r ibu t ion , 
$3,026,151, represents the largest 
amount ever raised by Laboratory 
employees during the HOME 
Campaign's 35-year history.

"I am enormously pleased and 
very proud of the generosity and 
commitment shown by our em-

Pictured are (bottom row from left)  Abram Wilson, Mayor of San Ramon, Don Boyd, 2009 HOME 
Campaign Chair; Sandra Wiedemann, Sentinels of Freedom; Linda Barton, Livermore city 
manager; George Miller, Laboratory director and LLNS president; Jennifer Harp, Shepherds 
Gate; Brooke Beyer, American Cancer Society; Carol Beddome, Axis Community Health; Vicki 
Thompson, Tri-Valley Haven; Helen Meier, Hope Hospice; (top row from left) Lisa Laban-Frymyer, 
Boys and Girls Club of Tracy; Judith Odegaard, McHenry House, Tracy Family Shelter; Brent Ives, 
Mayor of Tracy; Victoria Schellenberger, Livermore Valley Education Foundation; Don Biddle, 
Dublin councilman and Jeff Williams, Livermore councilman

ployees this year," said George 
Miller, LLNS president and 
director of the Laboratory.

"The local agencies benefit 
greatly from our HOME contri-
butions. We are delighted to be 
able to make a difference in the 
community."

During the presentation to 
honor Lab employees' efforts, 
several representatives from the 
agencies that benefit from the 
campaign explained how the do-
nations would be put to use.

Carol Beddome of the Axis 
Community Health care spoke 
of a family struggling to meet 
the medical needs of their young 
daughter who suffers with a 
chronic and debilitating asth-
matic condition. The girl's par-
ents were unemployed and had 
no medical insurance. Through 
the efforts of Axis Community 
Health care, the child is receiving 
medical care and is now excelling 
in school.

Since 1997, the HOME Cam-

paign has raised more than $1 
million annually through LLNL 
employee donations that go 
directly to agencies selected by 
employees. In 2007, the LLNS 
Board of Governors announced 
LLNS would match the first $1 
million raised by Laboratory 
employees. The match has been 
offered annually since 2007.

The funds for the match come 
from the fee LLNS receives to 
manage the Laboratory, not the 
Department of Energy funds for 
the laboratory's operations.

The HOME Campaign is one 
of the Tri Valley's largest annual 
charity drives, and is a major 
community support activity for 
the Laboratory. Through the 
campaign, Lab employees donate 
money via payroll deduction or 
one time donations to benefit 
more than 400 local agencies 
of their choice, including um-
brella agencies such as the United 
Way and Tri Valley Community 
Fund.

Lab Charitable Donations 
Top the $3 Million Mark

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory has been named win-
ner of a 2009 WRAP (Waste Re-
duction Award Program) award 
by the California Integrated 
Waste Management Board. This 
is the second year in a row that 
the Laboratory has received the 
award, which recognizes Cali-
fornia businesses and organiza-
tions that have made outstanding 
efforts to reduce nonhazardous 
waste by implementing resource-
efficient practices; aggressive 
waste reduction, reuse and recy-
cling activities; and procurement 
of recycled-content products.

LLNL regularly diverts more 
than 60 percent of all routine Lab 
solid waste generated, keeping 
approximately 2,500 tons out of 
landfills each year. In addition, 
LLNL saves more than $500,000 
annually through sales of recycla-
bles and reusable materials. The 
Lab also has a successful reuse 
program that accepts reusable 
materials sitewide and operates 

a “Second Time Around” store 
where employees can obtain 
reusable items at no cost for use 
in their work.

In the area of waste reduction, 
the Lab either reused or reduced 
waste in materials ranging from 
computers and televisions to 
cardboard boxes and office sup-
plies. 

Waste reduction activities in-
cluded the use of electronic forms 
and electronic circulation and 
review of documents. The Lab 
recycled many tons of materials, 
from lumber to batteries to copier 
and toner cartridges.

LLNL also has a formal 
program for Environmentally 
Preferable Purchasing, which 
includes preferential procure-
ment of recycled content and 
biobased products ranging from 
office products to biofuels. The 
Lab also purchases other “green” 
products, such as cleaning prod-
ucts and energy efficient comput-
ers and appliances.

Lab Wins Award for 
Waste Reduction
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The Book Into Film Series gets underway at the Pleasanton Public 
Library on January 17,  at 2 p.m. 

Participants will be asked to determine, which is better: the book 
or the film?  In collaboration with the California Center for the Book, 
Pleasanton Library will offer a monthly series of film screenings based 
on popular books.  Pick up a copy of the month’s book selection at 
the library, attend the free film screenings on Sundays at 2 p.m. and 
join the discussion, 

The first film in the Book Into Film series is The Kite Runner, 
based on the book by Khaled Hosseini.  This best-selling novel 
became one of the most acclaimed—and controversial— movies of 
last year.  As young boys, Amir and Hassan were inseparable friends, 
until one fateful act tore them apart.  Years later, Amir embarks on a 
dangerous quest to right the wrongs of the past—and redeem himself 
in ways he never expected—by displaying the ultimate in courage 
and devotion to his friend.

Read The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini—and see the film at 
the Pleasanton Library on Sunday, January 17 at 2 p.m.

Future Books into Film screening are: February 21, 2 p.m.,  Won-
der Boys, by Michael Chabon; March 14, 2 p.m., Rear Window, based 
on Cornell Woolrich’s  story “It Had to Be Murder;” May 16, 2 p.m., 
Emma, by Jane Austen; May 23, 2 p.m., Clueless  ( a modern remake 
of Emma); and  June 27, 2 p.m., The Namesake, by Jhumpa Lahiri.

The California Center for the Book is supported by the U.S. In-
stitute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of the 
Library Services and technology Act., administered in California by 
the State Librarian.

The program is free and open to all. No registration required. For 
more information, call Penny Johnson, 925/931-3405.

The program will be in the Pleasanton Public Library Meeting 
Room, 400 Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.

“Take A Hike With John Muir,” a lecture by re-enactor Frank Helling, will be held at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, January 28 at Lynnewood Methodist Church, 4444 Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton. 

The lecture is part of the Ed Kinney Lecture Series and is sponsored by the Museum 
On Main Street in Pleasanton.  Admission for members and seniors is $5; non-members, 
$10; and students and teachers $3 with school ID. Reservations are not required but can 
be made in advance with the Museum on Main Street at (925) 462-2766

Take a hike through time with Helling as he explores the life of the environmental ac-
tivist who devoted his energy to the conservation and preservation of the Western forests 
of the United States.  Also known as “The Father of the National Parks,” Muir founded 
the Sierra Club in 1892.  His actions helped to save the Yosemite Valley, Sequoia National 
Park and other wilderness areas.

A former Pleasanton resident and educator, Frank Helling helped develop the Pleas-
anton Unified School District’s resident outdoor education program.  He has worked with 
California Migrant Education’s outdoor schools and taught environmental education 
awareness in the California Department of Education’s program “Opening Doors to the 
World.”

The museum is located at 603 Main Street, Pleasanton.  Hours are Wednesday through 
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Contact (925) 462-2766 or office@mu-
seumonmain.org   Visit www.museumonmain.org.

 

 

 

Photo credit - National Park Service

Library Begins Series on Book Into Film

Take a Hike with John Muir to Help 
Raise Funds for Museum
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By Patricia Koning
What do a bernese mountain 

dog, cocker spaniel, standard 
schnauzer, boxer/great dane mix, 
two golden retrievers, and three 
labs have in common? They are 
all volunteers with the Livermore 
Veterans Administration (VA) 
Hospital’s therapy dogs program 
who were honored on Saturday for 
their hour spent being petted, wag-
ging their tails, and just spreading 
joy to veterans.

It was also a time of sadness to 
remember Bob Flores and Harold 
Swartz who passed away last 
year. Both men were U.S. Army 
veterans and long time volunteers 
for the VA as therapy dog handlers 
and in many other capacities. The 
program also lost two therapy 
dogs—Jiffy, a yellow lab, and 
Patch, a golden retriever. Jiffy was 
honored with a posthumous award 
for 500 hours of service. 

Eight dogs, including Jiffy, 
were honored for their hours 
volunteered. Nicole Alioto, the 
district director for Congressman 
Jerry McNerney, presented each 
handler with a certificate of com-
mendation from McNerney. “We 
applaud the dogs and handlers for 
providing an uplifting and joyous 
experience for so many veterans,” 
she said. “Thank you for taking 
the time to give back to those who 
have sacrificed so much.”

Rio, a bernese mountain dog, 
was welcomed into the program 
and Miles, a golden retriever, 
earned the rank of First Class Pet-
ting Officer for 50 hours of service. 
Bailey, a 2-year old lab mix, and 
Belle, a cocker spaniel, earned the 
rank of Chief Petting Officer for 
100 hours of service. Three more 
Chief Petting Officers earned pins 
for 150 hours of service: Belle, 
an English cocker spaniel mix, 
Schnoz a standard schnauzer, and 
Thunder, a boxer/great Dane mix.

Lawrence, the Livermore Lab, 
received a pin for 750 hours of 
service. Lawrence, a Captain, was 
the first dog in the program. “I’ve 
been told that after 1,000 hours of 
tail wagging, he’ll be promoted to 
rear admiral,” said Pat Wheeler, 
Lawrence’s handler/owner and the 
first volunteer in the VA therapy 
dog program. 

C. Winn Crannell, a retired 
VA physician’s assistant, says the 
program is a tremendous success 
and brings a great deal of comfort 

to the participants. “With their 
quiet, gentle ways, their uncondi-
tional love, their wonderful sense 
of what precisely is needed (extra 
attention or just a quiet presence) 
the patients who are agitated are 
calmed, those who are withdrawn 
are drawn out, those who need 
love but don’t know how to ask 
are loved completely,” she wrote 
in a letter that was read at the 
ceremony. 

The letter described some re-
markable responses witnessed 
during her time as a physician’s 
assistant: “Residents who have 
not responded to anyone or to 
any outside stimulus reach out to 
touch, usually tentatively at first, 
then with increasing interest and 
enthusiasm. Individuals smiling 
and laughing when there has been 
only anger or sadness, and some-
times the therapeutic shedding 
of tears long overdue. Feelings 
being shared by those who have 
remained silent. The obvious 
comfort of a patient as he or she 
enters the last days or moments of 
their lives.”

Wheeler says some of the most 
emotional experiences have come 
at the deathbed of a veteran, when 
a visit by a dog brings about one 
last flicker of joy. She recalls how 
Lawrence stood watch over a 
veteran who had recently passed. 
“A veteran that Lawrence knew 
well had died. His body was on a 
gurney in the hallway,” she said. 
“Lawrence dragged me over there 
and sat down in front of the gurney 
and did not budge for a half an hour 
until the body was moved. He just 
knew he needed to do that.”

The Livermore VA Therapy 
Dogs program is coordinated 
through the Valley Humane So-
ciety (VHS). To participate in the 
program, dogs need to undergo 
a health screening and behavior 
check. The handlers attend a vol-
unteer orientation and complete 
on-the-job training, a process that 
usually takes at least a month.

VHS has a total of 120 volun-
teers in its pet therapy program 
working at senior centers, pro-
grams for disabled children, and 
Paws to Read programs at libraries 

in Pleasanton, Danville, and Liver-
more. There are about 20 dogs and 
handlers volunteering at the VA. 

While half of the dogs in the 
program are golden retrievers, suit-
ability depends more on the indi-
vidual dog’s temperament than on 
breed, says VHS general manager 
Wendy McNelley. “The dogs need 
to be polite, well-socialized and 
able to interact with other dogs,” 
she said. “Volunteers make a com-
mitment of four hours a month for 
at least six months.”

The size of the dog is not a 
factor. In fact, McNelley says that 
larger dogs sometimes are better 
because they can stand at eye 
level with a bed or gurney. That’s 
good news for Dan Schack and 
his 140-pound bernese mountain 
dog, Rio. 

Schack, who lives in Tracy, de-
cided to train Rio as a therapy dog 
because he elicits a strong positive 
reaction in everyone who sees him, 
especially children. In fact, he car-
ries with him “frequently asked 
question” cards about Rio with 
information like his breed, age, 
weight, and favorite activities. 

For the past two years, Schack 
and Rio have been volunteering 
in senior homes and children’s 
programs in Tracy and Lodi. “I 

don’t know who gets more out of 
it—me, or Rio, or the people we 
are visiting,” he said. “It is incred-
ibly rewarding to see the joy Rio 
can bring out in people.”

Wheeler is working on a book 
about the Livermore VA therapy 
dog program. She hopes to finish 
it this summer, in time for publica-
tion before the holidays. Donations 
to support the production of the 
book should be mailed to the Val-
ley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada 
Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566.  
Indicate “VA book” on the memo 
line. VHS is a 501(c) 3 organiza-
tion and donations may be tax 
deductible. All proceeds from the 
book will support the VHS therapy 
dog program at the VA hospital.

The Livermore Public Library 
is currently signing up children for 
its Paws to Read program, which 
will take place every Wednesday 
night through March 20. Par-
ticipating children should not be 
fearful of dogs or have allergies 
to pets. Call the Livermore Public 
Library’s Children’s Desk at 925-
373-5500, ext. 5504.

For more information on Val-
ley Humane Society and its pet 
therapy program, visit www.val-
leyhumanesociety.org or call (925) 
426-8656.

 

Therapy Dogs Honored for 
Service at the Veterans 

Administration Hospital

Dogs in the photos are JIffy (the yellow dog) and Lawrence the 
Livermore Lab (the black dog).
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World-renowned astronomer 
and UC Berkeley Professor  Alex 
Filippenko will speak on Thurs-
day, January 28  at 7:30 pm at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore. 
Filippenko’s appearance is part 
of the 2009-2010 Rae Dorough 
Speakers Series.

Filippenko is one of the world’s 
most highly cited astronomers, 
having published more than 600 
papers and having been recognized 
by several major prizes including 
election to the National Academy 
of Sciences in 2009. He currently 
serves as Professor of Astronomy 
at the University of California at 
Berkeley, and has been voted the 
“Best Professor” on campus six 
times.

Filippenko’s presentation, Dark 
Energy and the Runaway Universe, 
showcases breakthroughs which 
have earned him and his team of 
international astronomers Science 
magazine’s top “Science Break-
through of 1998” for research on 

exploding stars (supernovae). He 
also received a share of the 2007 
Gruber Cosmology Prize for this 
discovery, and leads the world’s 
most successful robotic search for 

exploding stars.
Dark Energy and the Runaway 

Universe will feature Filippenko’s 
observations of very distant ex-
ploding stars, which show that the 
expansion of the Universe is now 
speeding up, rather than slowing 
down due to gravity as expected. 
Over the largest distances, our 
Universe seems to be dominated 
by a repulsive “dark energy.” Dark 
energy stretches the very fabric of 
space itself faster and faster with 
time. But the physical origin of 
dark energy is unknown, and is 
often considered to be the most 
important unsolved problem in 
physics.

Tickets are $30, $12 for students 
21 and under and are available by 
calling 925-373-6800 or go to the 
website at www.bankheadtheater.
org.

The final speaker in the 2009-
2010 Rae Dorough Speakers Series 
will be artistic director of A.C.T. 
(American Conservatory Theatre) 
Carey Perloff. Perloff will pres-
ent From Archaeology to Artistic 
Director: a Career in the American 
Theatre on March 18, 2010.

Dine and Discover at Eddie 
Papa’s Restaurant With the Savory 
Science Menu

Eddie Papa’s restaurant is offer-
ing a special prix fixe dinner before 
the event in honor of  Alex Filip-
penko, which focuses on scientific 
methods of cooking.

Main course selections include 
Salmon en Papillote (a method of 
cooking in which the food is folded 
into parchment paper and baked), 
Sous Vide Short Ribs (Sous Vide is 
French for “under vacuum”, cook-
ing at low temperatures for a long 
period of time in order to maintain 
the integrity of the ingredients), 

and Chic Pea and Sweet Potato 
Stew. The featured desert is a black 
and white crème brulee.

There will be one seating from 
5:30 pm-7 pm. 

Eddie Papa’s is located directly 
across from the Bankhead Theatre 
at 2417 First Street in Livermore, 
California. For reservations call: 
925-373-6650.

The Rae Dorough Speakers 
Series, named for long-time Liver-
more resident and community 
activist Rae Dorough, features 
renowned commentators discuss-
ing interesting and timely topics 
ranging from oil to iPhones, dark 
energy to American Theater. The 
series is sponsored in part by Law-

rence Livermore National Security, 
LLC. Programs begin at 7:30 pm 
and will include an audience Q&A 
following each speaker’s presenta-
tion, and a post-talk reception with 
the speaker.

Rae Dorough was profession-
ally known for over 30 years as a 
respected real estate broker and an 
active participant in and supporter 
of charitable organizations and 
City commissions concerned with 
health and social issues. Rae’s hus-
band, Gus, and their seven children 
were pleased to provide the initial 
funding to create and sustain this 
new Bankhead Theater series in 
Rae’s memory.

Dark Energy and the Runaway Universe 
Topic of Next Program in Speaker Series

Alex Filippenko
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Claudine Jones stars in Role Players upcoming dark comedy, Kimberly Akimbo.  The coming of age 
story about a 16 year old trapped in the body of a 65 year old woman.   

Role Players Ensemble pres-
ents a daring, zany black comedy 
“Kimberly Akimbo” - Sweet 16 
will never seem the same.  Perfor-
mances are January 15 to February 
6 at Danville’s Village Theatre.

David Lindsay-Abaire’s shrewd 
and funny satire, Kimberly Akim-
bo, opens January 15 as the second 
play in Role Player’s Ensemble 
Theatre’s 26th Season. It plays 8:00 
pm Thursday, Fridays and Satur-
day’s with Sunday matinees at 2:00 
pm, and all performances are at the 
Village Theatre and Art Gallery, 
233 Front Street, Danville.  

Playwright David Linsday-
Abaire grew up in a working class 
family of five in South Boston.  
However, as a talented student, 
he received a six year scholarship 
to Milton Academy a prestigious 
New England boarding school 
where he first became interested 
in writing plays.  Perhaps it is this 
blend of working class sensibili-
ties and the opportunity to study 
theatre in a privileged environ-
ment that brought him to view 
the world through a marvelously, 
skewed lens with some admittedly 
dark facets.  Lindsay-Abaire said 
of his work “My plays tend to be 
peopled with outsiders in search of 
clarity” - and Kimberly Akimbo, 
which won Abaire a 2000 Tony 
Award for best play, is no excep-
tion!   His other works include; 
Rabbit Hole, Fuddy Meers and 
Three One Acts.

Sue Trigg, RPE’s Artistic Direc-
tor, is at the helm for this the sec-
ond show of their season.  “With 

Award-winning author Maggie 
Anton will speak at Congrega-
tion Beth Emek on January 17 at 
7:30pm about the research behind 
her best-selling “Rashi’s Daugh-
ters” trilogy, set in the household of 
the great medieval Talmud scholar 
who had no sons, only daughters. 

Among the topics she’ll dis-
cuss: What was life like for Jewish 
women in 11th century France? 
Were Rashi’s daughters really 
learned? Did they really wear 
tefillin? Why should a 21st cen-
tury Jew care about Rashi and his 
daughters anyway? The answers to 
these questions will surprise and 
fascinate you.

Kimberly Akimbo, this young and 
very talented playwright has man-
aged to write a darkly comic and 
haunting masterpiece that touches 
the heart” said Sue. “When I read 
this play, I was bowled over by the 
well crafted yet zany characters 
and story line, and knew I had to 
put it in our season.”  Kimberly 
Akimbo has certainly attracted 
some amazing local talent.  In 
particular, veteran actress Claudine 
Jones has fully embraced the chal-
lenging role of Kimberly a 16 year 
old who because of a rare disease 
ages four and a half times faster 
than normal and played by an 
actress in her 60’s.    Claudine has 
performed all over the Bay Area, 
including; Altarena Playhouse, 
Stage 1 Repertory, Town Hall 
Theatre and Lamplighters.  It is an 
acting challenge that Claudine has 
been eager to take on after seeing 
the RPE audition notice posted 
over 9 months ago. 

However, to quote the New 
York Times review, this is not a 
“disease of the-week movie” and 
Abaire has written a moving piece 
with enough weight to capture the 
emotion of audiences as well as 
make them laugh.  

Other members of Kimberly’s 
rather dysfunctional family are 
her beer swilling blue collar dad 
Buddy, played by Chris Ratti, 
who many audience members 
will remember as the hard loving 
cowboy Beau in RPE’s Shellie 
award winning version of Bus 
Stop.  Kimberly’s mom is Pattie, 
a self absorbed hypochondriac, 

nine months pregnant and immo-
bilized with bandaged hands from 
recent carpel tunnel surgery. She 
is played by a talented newcomer, 
Didi Seddick, a pediatrician and 
resident of Danville’s Black Hawk 
Community.  To add to the melee 
is Debra, Pattie’s sister a homeless 
ex-con who hatches money making 
schemes to escape the hum drum. 
Debra is played Holly Kosel, a 

newcomer to RPE and a Hayward 
resident who is a regular performer 
at Chanticleers.  Finally there is 
Jeff, an awkward, nerdy16 year old 
and self proclaimed master of the 
“puzzleistic arts” who, like Kim-
berly, is an outcast at school.   

Jeff is portrayed by Nick Brun-
ner who recently appeared as 
Ronnie, the bomb making AWOL 

GI come altar boy, in RPE’s The 
House of Blue Leaves.   Please 
note, Kimberly Akimbo is rated 
PG 13 for adult language. 

Kimberly Akimbo is staged at 
The Village Theatre & Art Gal-
lery, 233 Front Street, Danville.   
Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.villagetheatreshows.com 
or by calling 925.314.3400.

Book sales and book signing 
will follow the lecture.  More on 
Maggie Anton and her work can be 
found at http://www.rashisdaugh-
ters.com/.

Maggie Anton was born Mar-
garet Antonofsky in Los Angeles, 
California. Raised in a secular, 
socialist household, she reached 
adulthood with little knowledge 
of the Jewish religion. All that 
changed when David Parkhurst, 
who was to become her husband, 
entered her life, and they both 
discovered Judaism as adults. That 
was the start of a lifetime of adult 
Jewish education, synagogue in-
volvement, and ritual observance.

In the early 1990’s, Anton 
learned about a women’s Talmud 
class taught by Rachel Adler, 
now a professor at Hebrew Union 
College in Los Angeles. Nearly 
every Wednesday for five years, 
she and about six other women 
met around Rachel’s dining room 
table to study the Steinsaltz He-
brew edition of Tractate Berachot. 
Teachers, tractates, locations and 
students changed, but Wednesday 
remained Talmud night for serious 
Jewish women scholars. 

In 1997, as her children Emily 
and Ari left the house and her moth-
er was declining with Alzheimer’s 
Disease, Anton sought new inter-

ests. She became intrigued with 
the idea that Rashi, one of the 
greatest Jewish scholars ever, 
had no sons, only three daugh-
ters, and that their sons, Rashi’s 
grandsons, became the Tosafot, 
the great twelfth century Talmud 
commentators. Slowly but surely, 
she began to research the family 
and the time in which they lived. 
Much was written about Rashi and 
the Tosafot, but almost nothing of 
the daughters, except their names 
and the names of their husbands. 
Legend has it that Rashi’s daugh-
ters were learned in a time when 
women were traditionally forbid-

den to study the sacred texts. These 
forgotten women seemed ripe for 
rediscovery, and the idea of a book 
about them was born.

Congregation Beth Emek is the 
center for Jewish learning, prayer, 
and community in the Tri-Valley 
area. Its commitment to current 
authors is a long-standing pillar of 
its foundation and this event builds 
on the congregation’s long tradi-
tion of service to the community. 
The address is 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton

A donation of $5 is requested. 
For additional information contact 
bethemek@bethemek.org 

Role Players Offer 'Zany Black Comedy'

Beth Emek Presents Three Women and a Talmud
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Community Concerts and 
San Ramon Valley High School 
(SRVHS) present the San Ramon 
Valley High School Winter Benefit 
Concert “Peace” featuring Jorge 
Santana with special appearances 
by SRVHS Instrumental Music 
Students.

The performance will be Sat., 
Jan. 30 at the Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 501 Danville Blvd., Danville. 

Doors open at 6:15 p.m., con-
cert begins at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $25 general admis-
sion in advance and $30 at the 
door; Gold Circle $40; students 
and staff $10. For more informa-
tion, call  707-869-9403 or go to 
www.communityconcerts.com.

“Peace,” featuring Jorge San-
tana, is a new and explosive “trib-
ute” band performing the genre 
known as “Latin Rock” with a 
touch of Woodstock—a sound 
that originated deep in the heart 
of San Francisco’s multicultural 
neighborhoods of the late 60’s 
and early 70’s.  Influences include 
bands such as Santana, War, Tower 

of Power, Sly & the Family Stone 
and Malo.    

The evening will include spe-
cial appearances by SRVHS Instru-
mental Music Students.  Proceeds 
will benefit the San Ramon Valley 
High School Instrumental Music 
programs.

The City of Livermore 
Commission for the Arts has 
allocated up to $10,000 for its 
Public Art Mural Program and 
is inviting all qualified artists 
to submit their proposals.  The 
mural will be placed on the 
east wall of the historic Old 
Firehouse/City Hall located at 
2369 First Street in downtown 
Livermore.  

The building remains one 
of the most recognizable ar-
chitectural and cultural re-
sources in the streetscape of 
downtown Livermore.  It was 
built in 1882 and has been 
previously used as a bank and 
as a boarding house before it 
was updated to accommodate 
a much needed City Hall and 
Fire Department in 1936.  

The Public Art Mural Pro-
gram Request for Proposals 
(RFP) is available on the 
City of Livermore’s website 
at www.ci.livermore.ca.us.  
Interested applicants may 
also obtain a copy of the 
RFP by calling the City of 
Livermore’s Economic Devel-
opment Department at (925) 
960-4140.  

The deadline for submis-
sion of proposals is February 
1, 2010 at 4:00pm.  For more 
information, please contact 
Catherine Hagebusch, Eco-
nomic Development Coordi-
nator at (925) 960-4477.

“The Seismic Bones” will per-
form a free concert at the Pleasan-
ton Library on Sun., Jan. 24. The 
event begins at 2 p.m. 

‘The Seismic Bones’ is a trom-
bone quartet comprised of local 
professional musicians: Tony Col-
lins, Jeff Bowlsby, John Monroe 
and popular Pleasanton School 
District music instructor, Jason 
Borris.  The  program of trombone 
music will range from classical 
to jazz. It includes the following: 
Verdi’s “Ave Maria from Othello,” 
Dubois’s “Quatour,” Bach’s “D Mi-
nor Fugue,” and Debussy’s “Trois 
Chansons.”  After intermission, 
the group will perform “Night and 
Day,” “Night in Tunisia,” “Round 
Midnight” (Slide Hampton ver-
sion), and “I’m Beginning to See 
the Light” (Ellington/Elkjer).

The program is free and open to 
all. No registration required.

The Friends of the Pleasanton 
Library are sponsoring the pro-

gram. For more information, call 
Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

The library is located at 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue.

Seismic Bones Performs at 
Pleasanton LibraryProposals 

Sought for 
Downtown 

Mural

Concert Benefits San Ra-
mon Music Programs

“Peace,” features Jorge Santana.
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Pictured are some of the 
contestants in the second 
annual semi-final 2010 Talent 
Competition, sponsored by the 
Rotary Clubs of Livermore. It 
was held last Saturday at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore.  
Judges reduced the number 
of contestants from 41 to 15. 
The finals will be held Feb. 
28 at the Bankhead Theater. 

This year, people will be able 
to vote on-line for People’s 
Choice award winner. In the 
upper right photo and lower 
left photos is: Bellla Sorella 
with Ed Goldfarb, piano; Nova 
Jiminez and Susanna Jiminez. 

Lower right photo is Virginia 
Yan, playing the Guzheng. For 
tickets or more information 
on Livermore’s 2010 Talent 
Competition, call the Bankhead 
theater at 925-373-6800 or visit 
LivermorePerformingArts.org. 

Livermore Talent Competition 
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ART EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in Carnegie Park, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

Lily Xu, artist's work will be on display at 
Swirl on the Square, 21 South Livermore 
Ave., Livermore, Jan. 2 through Feb. 28, 
2010.  There is no admission charge. For 
information call 925-980-1005.

East Meets West,  the fourth annual art 
exhibition of that theme at the Livermore 
Library, offers viewers an opportunity to 
explore cultural influences.  Art Gallery 
in the Livermore Civic Center Library. 
The reception includes live music per-
formance by Ewen Tsai (cellist) and 
Gregor Pierce (clarinetist). Food and 
wine will be provided by local sponsors. 
This educational-program event is free 
to the public. This year’s exhibit will 
on display January 2 through January 
31, 2010. Artists include Gary Winter, 
Carolyn Peoples, Zhiping Zhang, Walter 
E. Davies, and Edmee Acuna Keele. The 
Art Gallery in the Livermore Civic Center 
Library is located at 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave. For additional information call Lily 
Xu at ( 925 ) 980-1005.

Eugenia W. Zobel Exhibit, December 2009 
and January 2010,  Wente Vineyards Es-
tate Winery, 5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. 
New works of porcelain paintings. For 
information call 925-443-7266.

Textile art, Jan 15–Jan 16, Denise Oyama 
Miller and Nancy Ryan will show their 
new textile artworks in a two-women show 
called "The Art of Quilting - Landscape 
Impressions" at Alexander's Fine Art in 
downtown Pleasanton. The show explores 
the landscape, from intimate spaces to 
deep space and from well-known vistas to 
imaginary places, through the interplay of 
color, light, and movement reminiscent of 
the impressionist style. But these artworks 
are made from fabric rather than paint. 
They are quilts, part of the art quilt move-
ment. Their construction is very different 
than the piecing or appliqué of traditional 
quilts. There will be an open reception for 
the artists Friday night from 6:00 pm to 
9:00 pm. The artists will also be available 
Saturday from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm to 
discuss their work. Alexander's Fine Art 
is located at 608 Main Street, Pleasanton.  
(925) 846-6015. Admission is free. 

East Bay Area Figurative Exhibition, 
opens January 29  and runs through Feb-
ruary 27 at the newly opened Ryan Fine 
Arts Gallery in Livermore.  The opening 
reception will be held January 29th from 
5:30 to 8 pm in conjunction with the Art 
and Wine Crawl, an event also organized 
by Ryan Fine Art.  Ryan Fine Art is located 
downtown Livermore at 171 So. J Street, 
Livermore, CA   94550.  For more informa-
tion visit www.lindaryanfineart.com

 
MEETINGS
Pleasanton Art League and Livermore 

Art Association, meeting  Monday, Janu-
ary 18,  7:30 p.m. at the  Cultural Arts 
Building, 4455 Black Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Presentation on Promoting and Selling Art 
by Jenny Floravita. No admission charge. 
Public is invited.

WINERY EVENTS
Occasio Winery owner John Kinney an-

nounced that his Occasio Winery tasting 
room, located at 2245B South Vasco Road 
in Livermore, will  hold an official ribbon 
cutting with the Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce on Wednesday, January 13th 
at 5:00 p.m. This official event includes 
a tour of the onsite winery, tasting room, 
Library room and a complimentary tast-
ing of the gold medal winning 2008 Pinot 
Gris.  There will be a cheese pairing and 
an opportunity to meet members of the 
Chamber, all from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.   
Reservations are not required. For more 
information on setting up a formal tasting 
and the cost, please call John Kinney at 
(925) 371-1987. 2245-B So. Vasco Rd., 
Livermore. occasiowinery.com.

Fenestra Winery, weekend of special 
soups, breads and Fenestra wines, Sat-
urday and Sunday, January 23 & 24, 
2010, from noon to 5:00 PM, at their own 
“Souper Bowl”—the 18th Annual Soup 
and Wine Weekend.  This event will be 
held at Fenestra Winery, 83 Vallecitos 
Road, Livermore.The $10.00 event charge 
includes a logo wineglass and plate. Event 
charge for children ages 5-12 is $5.00, 
ages 13-20 is $10.00 (includes plate and 
non-alcoholic beverage). There is no 
charge for children under 5 years old. 
For information, phone (925) 447-5246, 
e-mail us at info@fenestrawinery.com 
or consult our web site at www.fenes-
trawinery.com.

Truffles, Tidbits & Wine Tasting, wine 
stroll, downtown Pleasanton. Feb. 4, 6 to 
9 p.m. Pleasanton Downtown Association. 
Only eight hundred (800) tickets will be 
offered for this event $25. This year's event 
will kick off at Chase Bank. Tickets must 
be redeemed by 7:30 p.m. If there are any 
tickets available the day of the event, they 
will be sold at Chase beginning at 5:45 
p.m. for $30. Ticketse available at Clover 
Creek, Studio 7 Fine Art, Towne Center 
Books and the PDA. 484-2199.

Occasio Winery, new release celebration, 
Feb. 13 and 14, noon to 5 p.m. 2008 Del 
Arroyo Zinfandel and 2009 Rosé. Ap-
petizers provided. Gift baskets prepared 
specifically for Valentines Day will be 
available for purchase. (925) 371-1987. 
2245-B So. Vasco Rd., Livermore. oc-
casiowinery.com.

 
MUSIC/CONCERTS
Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, Livermore Valley 

Performing Arts Center Presents. Jan. 14, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
bankheadtheater.org.

Foothill High School Choirs Winter 
Concert, Thurs., Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m. at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard 
Rd., Livermore. Admission $5 general, 
$3 students/seniors.

Laurel Ensemble, Jan. 16, 8 p.m. Del Valle 
Fine Arts concert. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
bankheadtheater.org.

Side by Side by Sondheim, a revue of early 
Stephen Sondheim music, benefit perfor-
mance for Tri-Valley Repertory Tyheatre. 
Saturday, January 16 at 8pm, and Sunday, 
January 17, 2010 at 2pm, at the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road in Pleas-
anton. The suggested tax-deductible dona-
tion is $50. A complimentary reception 
will follow each performance complete 
with wine, champagne, and appetizers. 
The performances will be presented in 
two acts by Angelina Réaux, Michael 
Sokol, TVRT Broadway Chorus director 
Jenny Matteucci and TVRT Broadway 

Chorus accompanist Daniel Lockert. 
For more information about Side by Side 
by Sondheim, visit the website, www.
broadwaychorus.org/sidebyside. Tickets 
are available on the TVRT website www.
tickets.trivalleyrep.com or at the TVRT 
ticket office by calling 925.462.2121.

Wild Women of Song, Dublin Winter 
Concert, Thurs., Jan. 21, 6:30 p.m. Dub-
lin Heritage Center, Old St. Raymond’s 
Church, 6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. 
Traditional jazz and blues with Pamela 
Rose and her band. Hors d’oeuvres and 
non-alcoholic beverages served. Sign up 
for reservations at 556-4500. $12 adult, 
$7 age 12 and under.

Special Concensus, bluegrass group per-
forms Jan. 29, 8 p.m. at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., Liver-
more. $13 in advance, $18 at the door. 
447-1950 ext. 0.

ON THE STAGE
Kimberly Akimbo, Role Players Ensemble, 

Jan. 15-Feb. 6. What might it be like to 
be a sixteen year old girl saddled with the 
body of a sixty four year old woman? That 
is only one paradox of several explored 
in this play from David Lindsay-Abaire 
in which he somehow manages to invoke 
O’Neill, Miller, and Williams into a 
unique, original, and comedic examina-
tion of the greatest dramatic subject of all, 
the family. Tickets (925) 314-3400. For 
other show information please call (925) 
314-3463. The Village Theatre, 233 Front 
Street, Danville.

Educating Rita, staged byDiablo Actors 
Ensemble by Willie Russell, directed 
by Scott Fryer, This comedy features 
Ginny Wehrmeister as Rita, the spunky 
working-class woman who decides to 
expand her mind by pursuing a university 
extension course in English literature, 
despite the restraints of husband, family 
and social pressure. L. Peter Callender, 
veteran California Shakespeare Theatre 
Associate Artist, plays Dr. Frank Bryant, 
the burned-out and boozed-up university 
professor assigned to be Rita's tutor. Per-
formances are Jan. 22 through Feb. 14. 
Thurs.-Sat. 8 p.m. and Sun. 2 p.m. Diablo 
Actors Ensemble Theatre, 1345 Locust 
Street in Walnut Creek. $10-$25. Senior 
discount, (866) 811-4111; online www.
diabloactors.com.

Secret Life of Girls, a one act, 40 minute 
Black Box, play by Linda Daugherty.  
Directed by Martie Muldoon, and pro-
duced by Deborah McQueen. An honest 
and unflinching dramatization of teen-girl 
angst, wherein a window is opened into the 
tumultuous and destructive world of girls 
bullying. The adults in the girls lives are 
either unable or unwilling to change their 
behaviors. The play highlights the impact 
of "cyber-bullying," the facilitation of 
mean-spirited behaviors through the use of 
cell phones, instant messaging, e-mail and 
chat rooms. This story can start conversa-
tions in homes, schools and communities, 
providing the opportunity to reveal the 
secrets and address the complexities 
which dominate the lives of many young 
women. Rated PG:  Ticket prices $10.00 
adults, $5.00 students.  Performances at 
the Bothwell Center for the Arts, Jan. 29, 
8 p.m.,  Jan. 30 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and 
Jan. 31 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.  For more 
information or to buy tickets go www.
SmARTSunlimited.com.

The Sippy Cups,  City of Pleasanton 
Civic Arts will host the performance at 
SaturYAY! Saturday morning series of 

entertainment for children and their par-
ents. The show will take place at 11:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, February 6,  at the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleas-
anton. The Sippy Cups’ “family rock” 
performances are inspired by children 
and feature, in addition to their pop-rock 
band, a circus performer and large-scale 
puppets.  Tickets for adults are $10, $14 
and $18 and for children and seniors $6, 
$10 and $14. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.civicartstickets.org up to 
three hours prior to the performance, by 
phone at (925) 931-3444, or in person at 
the Amador Theater Box Office, Monday-
Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and for 
two hours prior to each performance. 

DANCE
Argentine Tango, Saturday, Jan 30,  2 to 

4 p.m. Dublin Library, 200 Civic Plaza. 
The roots and history of Argentine tango 
dance and music will be presented with 
examples of tango music and dance by 
Jurek Mazur of the Academia de Tango 
Argentino.  Free.  828-1315.

AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Auditions, Cantabella Children’s Chorus, 

an award winning Tri-Valley organiza-
tion, has offered instruction fine vocal 
production and music literacy through 
great choral works to  in grades K-12 
since 1992. Children in K-5 are placed 
in training choirs, singers in grades 4-8 
perform in  Cantabella Children’s Chorus, 
and advanced choristers in grades 7-10 
sing in the Chamber Choir. New singers 
are cordially invited to email Director 
Bee Chow, director@cantabella.org or 
call (925) 292-2663 for placement in the 
training choirs or to arrange for an audition 
for the performing choirs. Classes resume 
on 1/5/10 and 1/6/10. New singers will 
be accepted until 1/15/10. Visit www.
cantabella.org for more information.

Auditions,  Valley Concert Chorale,  
will hold auditions by appointment on 
Monday, January 18, at the First Pres-
byterian Church of Livermore.  The 
church is located at the corner of 4th 
and L Streets. The Chorale is seeking 
experienced singers with sight-reading 
skills who enjoy singing exciting and 
challenging music.  The Chorale performs 
a wide variety of music ranging from 
classical to contemporary, and folk to 
jazz.  To schedule an appointment, call 
(925) 462-4205. Upcoming performances 
include Mozart’s Requiem in March at 
the Bankhead Theater in Livermore, and 
“Folk Songs From Around the World” 
in May in Pleasanton.  More informa-
tion about the Valley Concert Chorale is 
available at www.valleyconcertchorale.
org or by calling the general information 
line at (925) 866-4003.

MOVIES
Dangerous Beauty, San Ramon Branch 

of the American Association of Univer-
sity Women launches its “Celebration of 
Women in Film” on Saturday evening, 
January 23, 2010, with “Dangerous 
Beauty.”  Proceeds from the event, which 
will be held at the Front Row Theater, 
Dougherty Station Community Center, 
San Ramon, will go to AAUW funds 
that support women seeking fellowships 
and grants to further their education and 
research.  Tickets, call (925) 973-ARTS 
or go to the Front Row Theater web site at 
www.ci.san-ramon.us/parks/theater/fron-
trow.htm.  All tickets are $25, with mini-

mal processing fees for tickets purchased 
online or mailed. Seating is limited. 

CHORAL
Never Setting Light: a day of sacred 

song in the Russian choral tradition, 
presented by St. Innocent Orthodox 
Church Concert Choir, ancient lyrics are 
set to the music of Russian and American 
choral masters from the 18th century to 
the present, including pieces by 5 northern 
California composers. Pre-concert lecture 
begins 45 minutes prior to concert time. 
Sat., Feb. 20, 7 p.m. Mission San Jose, 
43300 Mission Blvd., Fremont. Sat., Feb. 
27, 7 p.m. Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 
the Ascension, 4700 Lincoln Ave., Oak-
land. Sun., Feb. 28, 4 p.m. Asbury Meth-
odist Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore.  
Admission is $20 in advance and $25 at 
the door; students $12.50/$15, any music 
students in a group of ten or more $10 per 
ticket.  Tickets available on http://www.
brownpapertickets.com/producer/18475. 
For additional information or to inquire 
about purchasing tickets directly from the 
choir, please email choir@stinnocent.net 
or call 510-708-3938.

Foothill High School Choirs Winter 
Concert, Thurs., Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m. at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard 
Rd., Livermore. Admission $5 general, 
$3 students/seniors.

OPERA
Live Theater-Casts from the Met: 10 a.m. 

Saturdays at Dublin's Royal Hacienda 
Cinema. Jan. 16, Carmen; Feb. 6, Simon 
Boccanegra; March 29, Hamlet; and 
May 1, Armida. Replays of each opera 
will be shown on Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. as follows: Jan. 6, Hoffman; Jan. 
27, Rosenkavalier; Feb. 3, Carmen; Feb. 
24, Simon Boccanegra; April 14, Hamlet; 
and May 19, Armida.

MISCELLANEOUS
Hobbies: How We Got Started and What 

We Learned, January 15,  Ed Kinney 
Lecture Series sponsored by the Museum 
on Main.  7:00 p.m. at the Lynnewood 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Museum members: $5, others: 
$10. Information: 925-462-2766 or www.
museumonmain.org.

Pleasanton Knights of Columbus will hold 
their 41st annual crab feed on Saturday, 
January 16 at the St. Augustine Church 
Hall, 3999 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.  The 
doors will open at 6:00 p.m. Dinner will 
begin at 7:00. Tickets are $35 and must 
be purchased by January 10th.  Proceeds 
will benefit the church and community 
through the activities of the Knights of 
Columbus. For information, please con-
tact 925-846-7181 or email crabfeed@
comcast.net.

Workshop, Getting Your Poetry Pub-
lished: Navigating the Path to Pub-
lication,  Sunday, January 17, from 
2:00-4:00 p.m. at Towne Centre Books, 
555 Main Street in Pleasanton. Hosted 
by Pleasanton Poet Laureate Deborah 
Grossman; led by Connie Post, the first 
poet laureate of Livermore. The workshop 
fee is $10.00 per person. Post will also 
assist attendees in determining which 
approach to publishing may be the most 
effective for them as poets.  She will share 
the tactics that have been successful for 
her and her colleagues. Reservations are 
recommended and may be made via email, 
info@townecenterbooks.com, or phone, 
(925) 846-8826.  Additional informa-
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tion about the City of Pleasanton’s Poet 
Laureate program is available at www.
civicartsliterary.org. 

Livermore Reads, 2010 selection is Travels 
with Charley by John Steinbeck. His son, 
Thomas, will speak at the kick off event 
on Sun., Jan. 24, 2 p.m. at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. www.
livermore.lib.ca.us.

16th Annual Burns Supper, Jan. 30, 
5:30 p.m. no host bar, dinner at 7 p.m., 
Pleasanton Marriot, 11950 Dublin Canyon 
Rd., Pleasanton. Pleasanton-Blairgow-
rie-Fergus Sister City Organization, 
celebrates the birth of poet Robert Burns, 
“The Bard of Scotland.” Honors Burns in 
memory, songs and poems. For informa-
tion, call Kathy Tollworthy, 462-6378. 
Advance reservations required by Jan. 
20. Tickets $65 

Dark Energy and the Runaway Universe, 
talk by Alex Filippenko, Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center Presents. Jan. 28, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Information at 925-373-
6800, www.bankheadtheater.org.

Science on Saturdays, Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory presentation, 
lecture series for middle and high school 
students. Jan. 30, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Liver-
more. Free admission. 

Friday Night Open Mic for Teens, Jan. 
23, performers sign up between 6 and 
7 p.m. Rules and forms available on 
ptown411.com. Veterans Hall, 301 Main 
St., Pleasanton. $8 in advance and $10 at 
the door; student tickets with valid ID $5 
in advance and at the door. 

Smart Growth, Author/Entrepreneur John 
Assaraf will kick off the San Ramon 
Chamber of Commerce's new lecture 
series with the topic, Smart Growth." Jan. 
28, 6:30 p.m. at the San Ramon Perform-
ing Arts Theater, 10550 Albion Rd., San 
Ramon. Tickets are $55 regular, ahd $205 
VIP tickets that  include a VIP Reception 
w/John Assaraf and  Q&A Session after 
the presentation. www.ci.san-ramon.
ca.us/parks or 373-ARTS.

Make-A-Poem workshop, hosted by City 
of Pleasanton Poet Laureate Deborah 
Grossman on Thursday, February 4,  
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Boulevard in 
Pleasanton. The workshop is about being 
creative and playful with words and will 
include simple writing exercises and 
prompts. The session is open to anyone 
over 18 years of age. The fee is $5.00 for 
Pleasanton residents and $6.00 for non-
residents. Reservations for the workshop 
are recommended and may be made by 
calling the Pleasanton Senior Center at 
(925) 931-5365. Information about other 
City of Pleasanton literary events is avail-
able at www.civicartsliterary.org. 

Celebrating Robert Frost, hosted by City 
of Pleasanton Poet Laureate Deborah 
Grossman, with guest poet David Alpaugh 
on Sunday, February 7, at Century House. 
The event will take place from 2:00-4:00 
p.m. at Century House, 2401 Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton, Calif. Admission is 
$5.00; free to students with ID.  David 
Alpaugh, a nationally-known poet and 
performer from Pleasant Hill, will pres-
ent a celebration of Robert Frost and his 
poetry, complete with commentary and 
biographical references.  An open mic 
will follow Alpaugh’s performance.  For 
information, contact Michelle Russo at 
mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us or (925) 
931-5350. Or go to available at http://
civicartsliterary.org.

Murder in Morocco, Interactive Mystery 
Dinner Theatre  in The Farmer Res-

Jeff Kaskey will be the guest speaker for Wed., January 20 for the 
next in a series of talks hosted by the Livermore Heritage Guild.  

His talk will  cover a timeline in early  Livermore history of an area 
called “Joesville.”

In 1917 the Caratti brothers bought an old dance hall, once part of a 
red Light district on the outskirts of town.  The building was renamed 
the  Arrow Highway Inn, across from the Highway Garage on old 
Highway 50. The Inn became Club Joesville with a restaurant and bar 
during prohibition.   Later, it was occupied by Hetch Hetchy workers 
and it was called the Auto  Camp.  Joe Caratti liked to collect rocks, and 
started to build a castle on his  Property.  Today the rocks and some of 
the beautiful arches and  fireplace that Joe Caratti built are part of the 
Rock House Sports Pub and Grill and at  the Castle Rock Restaurant on 
Portola & Livermore Avenues.     

The History Lecture will be at the Livermore Civic Center Library, 
1188 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore.  Doors open at 7 pm, talk is at 7:30 
pm. Come early for refreshments and conversation.  The talk is open 
to everyone, membership in the Guild is not required.  A $2 donation is 
suggested. For more information call 443-9740.

Pictured is a work titled  “Valentine” by Sally Haig. It is one in a 
new exhibit featuring five artists now showing at the Berry Patch. 
Artists explore the Art of Creating Abstracts with a number of 
different techniques developed over the years. Some techniques 
have been adapted through workshops or classes, others by 
experimentation and our drive to uncover something that has never 
been seen before. Valentine features the Theme of Love within the 
abstract confines, but clearly stated and holds the attention.  The 
exhibit “Explosive Abstraction” has a collection of abstracts with 
mixed media of resin, collage, acrylic, oil, metallic paint and more. 
Artists featured this month are Sally Haig, Tricia Leonard, Ione 
Citrin, Antonia Wennink and Claudette McDermott. The Berry Patch 
is located at 350 Main Street, downtown Pleasanton; information, 
call (925) 846-0155.

'Joesville' Topic of History Lecture

4th Street Studio Saturday Salon invites writers to read and listeners 
to listen on Saturday, January 16 at 7:30 p.m. 4th Street Studio,  2235 
Fourth Street, in Livermore.  Everyone has up to 10 minutes to share.

4th Street Studio celebrates literary artists—writers who are dedi-
cated to the art and craft of writing. Saturday Salons provide a unique 
venue, an opportunity for writers to read their work and hear how it 
sounds as spoken word, and for everyone to listen to what writers have 
written. All literary forms are welcome: fiction, literary non-fiction, 
memoir, poetry, monologues.

Bring a nosh and something to drink to share.
Go to the blog at 4thstreetstudio.wordpress.com. Leave a comment. 

Contact Karen Hogan at 925 456-3100 with questions.
Salons are held on the third Saturday of each month at 4th Street 

Studio, 2235 Fourth Street.

Saturday Salon on January 16

taurantat the historic Pleasanton Hotel. 
Friday evening, March 26. 1940’s  attire 
welcome!  Solve the crime, and you may 
win a prize. 4-course Moroccan gourmet 
meal and farcical mystery play, all for 
$69 per Sleuth, tax & gratuity included.  
Seating begins at 7:15pm. The Farmer 
Restaurant, at the Pleasanton Hotel, 855 
Main Street, downtown Pleasanton. Res-
ervations required at (925) 399-6690, ext. 

17. www.PleasantonHotel.com 

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
Exhibit of Fine Bonsai, Jan. 16-17 pre-

sented by Bay Island Bonsai, Sat. and 
Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m  Bonsai auction on 
Saturday at 1pm. Vendors open both days 
during exhibit hour. Adults $5, parking 
$8. www.bayislandbonsai.com
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American Patchwork & Quilt-
ing® magazine is challenging 
quilters, crafters and sewers across 
the country to Make a Pillowcase, 
Make a Difference. Local quilting 
enthusiasts will join the cause to 
help reach the goal of making and 
donating one million pillowcases 
to benefit local charities. Every 
pillowcase can make a difference 
in your community.

A pillowcase can provide com-
fort for a cancer patient, hope for 
a foster child, encouragement for 
a battered woman, or beauty for a 
nursing home resident.

Hosting pillowcase event(s) lo-
cally will be In Between Stitches, a 
quilting shop located at 2190 First 
Street, Livermore. 

Throughout 2010, quilters, 
crafters and sewers across the 
nation will make pillowcases to 
donate to local quilt shops. The 

Fourth graders in Mrs. May’s class at Lydiksen Elementary School learned a lesson in giving when they 
decided to do something for those in need instead of spending class funds on a party for themselves.  
They made warm fleece scarves for the homeless in San Francisco.  Pleasanton teens involved in a 
service project called S.O.S. (Sandwiches on Sunday) personally handed out the scarves along with 
sack lunches just in time for the holidays. Pictured are students with scarves they made.

shops will then collect the pil-
lowcases and donate them to a 
local charity of their choice and 
update the pillowcase counter at 
allpeoplequilt.com/millionpil-
lowcases. The counter will track 
nationwide progress toward the 
goal of one million pillowcases. 
Leslie Emery and Melissa Emery 
owners of In Between Stitches sees 
the One Million Pillowcase Chal-
lenge as a way to give back to the 
local community. “The Quilters 
in our area are amazing and will 
rise to this challenge, our first 100 
pillowcases will be donated to the 
George March Children’s House 
in San Leandro.”

For more information,  call 
925-371-7064 or visit the store. 
One Million Pillowcase Challenge 
information is also available at 
allpeoplequilt.com/millionpil-
lowcases.

 

In Between Stitches to Enter 
Quilting Challenge

A reception for a new exhibit, “Faces of Downtown,” will be held Fri., Jan. 15 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore.

The reception and exhibit are free and open to the public. The exhibit is on display through January 31 during performance 
hours.

The work is by Marcleo Fuentes,  a commercial photographer who opened his studio in downtown Livermore in 2006. 
His career has spanned 17 years and his work has been published  nationally and internationally for local and national ac-
counts.

Once a year Marcelo embarks on a personal project. This past year he approached the City of Livermore to request clo-
sure of First Street so he could take portraits of people who live, work and play in our community. After a few rejections 
and some resistance Marcelo was granted the closure with the help from Livermore Downtown Inc. The project took place 
over a two day period between  6 and 10 a.m. Photos include everyone from the Chief of Police, the local Elvis and “Beef” 
a local homeless man.

A l s o  i n c l u d e d  a r e  w o r k  f r o m  h i s  f i r s t  s h o w  “ F a c e s  o f  t h e   F e s t i v a l , ”  w h i c h  t o o k 
p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  d o w n t o w n   “ W i n e  F e s t i v a l ”  o f  2 0 0 6 .  M a r c e l o  a n d  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  
photographed over 300 people who came into his studio for a portrait. These images are displayed in color.

To learn more about Marcelo and his services please visit his website at www.marcelofuentes.com. His studio is located 
at 144 South J Street in downtown Livermore. 

Reception 
Opens 'Fac-
es of Down-
town' Ex-

hibit

Reesa & Taylor The First Street Alehouse
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Lisa McNaney, founder and chef of Local & Delicious has been pas-
sionate about good food since she was a little girl. Turning her passion 
into a reality, McNaney created Local & Delicious, a hands-on cooking 
business that specializes in classes using local, fresh ingredients, most 
of which are found at farmers’ markets.

As the mother of two daughters, she understands the need for conve-
nience. “Many parents think that fast food restaurants or pre-packaged 
meals are easier and more affordable. Actually with a little pre-planning 
and shopping for a couple of meals in advance you can save time and 
money. It’s easy to put a few fresh ingredients together and end up with 
a satisfying meal,” says McNaney.  

“Farmers’ markets can be an overwhelming experience for many. 
People don’t know what to do with all those fruits and veggies once 
they get them home,” says McNaney. “The key is that you don’t need 
a ton of other ingredients to make a dish flavorful. I love to take the 
mystery out of it all, and show people how easy it is to prepare deli-
cious dishes without a lot of hassle.” In her classes, McNaney gives 
tips on shopping the farmers’ markets, how to avoid waste, and how 
to get your kids involved in cooking with you.  

Besides demystifying the farmers’ markets and cooking simple, 
healthy meals, McNaney believes it is important to know where food 
comes from. “More and more we hear about produce coming from 
Mexico or China that has been recalled because of unsafe growing 
practices. Basically we have everything we need within a 100-mile 
radius if we eat seasonally. We don’t need to buy food that comes from 
1,500 miles away. The Bay Area is fortunate to have access to many 
farmers’ markets. 

In Livermore and Pleasanton, farmer’s markets  provide abundance 
year-round in our own back yard, says McNaney.” 

Local & Delicious classes are taught throughout the year through the 
Livermore Area Recreation and Park District at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Avenue, Livermore. She also offers 
private lessons in-homes for up to 12 people. Menus are customized 
depending on what is available at the farmer’s market.  

Contact Lisa McNaney  for information at 925/243-1211 or  lisa@
localanddelicious.com, or visit www.localanddelicious.com

By Patricia Koning
Every school that participated 

in the 14th annual Livermore city-
wide MATHCOUNTS tourna-
ment had something to cheer 
about. Nearly 100 students from 
Christensen Middle School, East 
Avenue Middle School, Junction 
Avenue Middle School, the Liver-
more Homeschoolers, Livermore 
Valley Charter School (LVCS), 
and Mendenhall Middle School 
participated in the tournament on 
Saturday, Jan. 9. 

This was the first time that the 
Livermore Homeschoolers took 
part in the MATHCOUNTS tour-
nament—in fact, they are the first 
homeschool group ever to partici-
pate in the city-wide tournament. 
“My son was interested, so he asked 
a few friends from our homeschool 
group to make a team,” said David 
Ward, who coached the Livermore 
Homeschoolers. “We only started 
preparing in December, so this 
is really more for the experience 
than anything else. We do hope 
our participation will encourage 
other homeschool groups to try out 
MATHCOUNTS.”

The Livermore Homeschool-
ers did more than just partici-
pate—David’s son Nicholas Ward 
won the individual competition 
for seventh and eighth grade. The 
other members of the Livermore 
Homeschoolers were Eric Weber 
(age 12), Aidan Cameron-Smith 
(age 11), and Nico Falabella (age 
11). 

“It was a unique and exciting 
experience. I look forward to par-
ticipating in similar contests in the 
future,” said Nicholas. “The donuts 
and pizza were great!”

He prevented LVCS from mak-
ing a clean sweep of the top 
awards. LVCS took first place 
in both team competitions and 
sixth grader Suzanne Joh won the 
individual sixth grade competi-
tion. Other individual winners for 
LVCS were Paul Epperson (3rd, 
7/8), Stephen Wang (9th, 7/8), Nils 
Carlson (10th, 7/8), Nick Sobrepena 
(3rd, sixth grade), and Amber Tang 
(5th, sixth grade). 

East Avenue Middle School 
picked up second place in the 7th/8th 
team competition and third place 
in the sixth grade team competi-
tion. Katie Johnston was East’s 
highest individual finisher, earn-
ing fourth place in the 7th/8th team 
competition. Last year she was 
fourth in the sixth grade individual 
competition. 

Mendenhall Middle School 
once again demonstrated its depth 
in MATHCOUNTS, taking sec-
ond place in the sixth grade team 
competition and third in the 7th/8th 
team competition. Nicole Ott fin-
ished fourth in the sixth grade in-
dividual competition. In the 7th/8th 
competition, Dominex Kovacs 
finished second (he was seventh 
last year) and Jonathan Futral 
finished fourth. 

Junction Avenue Middle School 
finished strong in the 7th/8th grade 
individual competition. Zach 
Benedict finished sixth and twins 
Matthew and Peter Cable finished 
seventh and eighth. Ethan Ep-
perly of Christensen took second 
place in the individual sixth grade 
competition.

MATHCOUNTS is an extra-
curricular middle school program 
to promote math achievement. At 
regular club meetings, students 
practice math problems that in-
volve several concepts, making 
them more complex and difficult 
than what is taught in regular 
math classes.  Teachers, parents, 
and employees from Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
and Sandia National Laboratories 
volunteer as coaches at the indi-
vidual school sites.

The competition consists of 
two individual written compo-
nents: the sprint round which tests 
speed and accuracy, and the target 
round of multi-step problems that 
engage mathematical reasoning 
and problem-solving processes. 
In the team round, groups of four 
students work together to solve ten 
problems in twenty minutes. 

The final piece is the count-
down round, in which the top 
ten individuals, based on scores 

from the sprint and target rounds, 
compete against each other and the 
clock to determine final placement. 
Only seventh and eight graders 
participated in the countdown 
round.

Each school can send one team 
and four additional students (sev-
enth and eighth grade only) to 
the Diablo Chapter Competition, 
scheduled for Feb. 27 at Harvest 
Park Middle School in Pleasanton. 
The California MATHCOUNTS 
competition will take place on 
March 20 at Stanford University 
and the University of California, 
Irvine. 

For more information MATH-
COUNTS, visit http://education.
llnl.gov/mathcounts/ for Liver-
more programs and http://www.
mathcounts.org/ for the national 
MATHCOUNTS organization.

The winners of the 14th an-
nual Livermore city-wide MATH-
COUNTS tournament are: Indi-
vidual, grades 7 and 8: 1) Nicholas 
Ward (Livermore Independent 
Homeschoolers); 2) Dominex 
Kovacs (Mendenhall); 3) Paul 
Epperson (LVCS); 4) Katie John-
ston (East); 5) Jonathan Futral 
(Mendenhall); 6) Zach Benedict 
(Junction); 7) Matthew Cable 
(Junction); 8) Peter Cable (Junc-
tion); 9) Steven Wang (LVCS); 10) 
Nils Carlson (LVCS).

Team, grades 7 and 8: 1) Nils 
Carlson, Paul Epperson, Hayden 
King, Steven Wang (LVCS); 2) 
Katie Johnston, Megan Kristov-
ich, Summer Rose, Danielle Sun 
(East); 3) Michael Barrett, Sarah 
Cai, Dominex Kovacs, Valerie 
Sommer (Mendenhall).

Individual, grade 6: 1) Suzanne 
Joh (LVCS); 2) Ethan Epperly 
(Christensen); 3) Nick Sobrepena 
(LVCS); 4) Nicole Ott (Menden-
hall); 5) Amber Tang (LVCS). 

Team, grade 6: 1) Nik Campos, 
Clayton Franklin, Megan Kalantar, 
Nick Sobrepena (LVCS); 2) Asha 
Malocsay, Nicole Ott, Taylor 
Robles, Joseph Voelker (Menden-
hall); 3) Christine Cummings, Ka-
trina Herweg, Emma Kristovich, 
Olivia Olson (East). 

 

Charter School Takes Three of 
Four Top Awards at City-Wide 
MATHCOUNTS Tournament

Cooking Classes Offered
Lisa McNaney
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Scholarship applications, The applica-
tions for Livermore students for college schol-
arships from the Pedrozzi Foundation are now 
available online at www.pedrozzifoundation.
org.  The deadline for finalizing all applications 
will be March 1, 2010 by 5:00 pm. This is also 
the deadline for receipt of all sealed, official 
transcripts.  The Pedrozzi Scholarship Founda-
tion is entering the third year of pursuing its 
mission of awarding scholarships to deserving 
graduates of accredited Livermore high schools 
in pursuit of higher education.

Aahmes Shriners’ Annual Crab Feed, 
Saturday, January 23,  6 p.m. no host cocktails, 
7 p.m. dinner. All you can eat fresh cracked 
crab, pasta, salad, French bread, dessert. $40 
per person. DJ and dancing. Aahmes Shrine 
Event Center, 170 Lindbergh Ave., Livermore. 
No tickets at the door. Call the office for prepaid 
reservations at (925) 373-4880.  

Team KC Blood Drive will be held on 
Thursday, January 14 from 1-7 p.m. at Smith 
Elementary School, 391 Ontario Drive in 
Livermore. This blood drive is in memory of 
Korrine Croghan, a Livermore teenager who 
passed away last year after a hard fought battle 
with cancer. To sign up, go to www.redcross-
blood.org and enter sponsor code TeamKC, or 
call 1-800-GIVELIFE. 

Northern California Human Resources 
Association presents: Legal & Legislative 
Conference, update on latest developments. 
Thursday, February 4, 8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Car-
rAmerica Conference Center, 4400 Rosewood 
Dr., Pleasanton. www.caconference.com/loca-
tion.htm. General: $425 / NCHRA Members: 
$340. Info: www.nchra.org. Conference 
Chairs: Jeffrey Tanenbaum, Partner, and Seth 
Neulight, Partner, Nixon Peabody LLP.

Livermore Moms (formerly Livermore 
Moms Club), General meetings are held the 
second Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  
The purpose of the Livermore Moms is to 
share ideas and talents so that we may grow 
as parents, learn better ways to understand 
our children to help them become confident 
and capable individuals. We frequently invite 
speakers to make presentations. There are also 
family, moms and couples nights out. The next 
meeting, Feb. 8 at 7 p.m., will feature chocolate 
tasting.  Meetings are free for members, as well 
as for first time visitors.  Contact programs@
livermoremoms.com for more information and 
meeting location.

Share the Gift of Reading & Writing-
New tutor training and orientation: Sat., 
Feb. 6, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The Pleasanton Public 
Library needs adult volunteers to provide free 
tutoring to adults who want to improve reading, 
writing, and English speaking skills.  Adults 
come to the library’s literacy program – Project 
Read- with a variety of goals. They want to learn 
to read to their children, help their children with 
homework or get a job.  Adults can improve 
their literacy skills when they are given encour-
agement, guidance and appropriate materials. 
Tutors have flexible hours, volunteer once a 
week and we supply all the free materials. 
Tutor qualifications are:  At least 18 years old, 
average reading and writing skills, interest in 
helping another adult, no teaching experience 
needed. Please call to register for the Project 
Read orientation. For more information, call 
Janice Bauman, 931-3411 or email jbauman@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

San Ramon Valley Republican Women 
Federated to host event moderated by Vice 
Chairman of The Lincoln Club of Northern 
California and 2008 Candidate for Assembly, 
Judy Lloyd. Candidates for the 11th Congres-
sional District, Tony Amador, Robert Beadles, 
Elizabeth Emken, Brad Goehring and David 
Harmer, will be on hand. Tues., Jan. 26. 
11:30 a.m. social hour, noon meeting. Crow 
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Dr., 
Danville. $23 per person.  contact Leta Rock-
well at 925-838-2908 or rockwellsnuggery@
comcast.net.

Livermore Valley Business and Pro-
fessional Women, meets, Thurs., Jan. 28 at 
Applebee's Restaurant in Livermore. Public is 
invited. Guest speaker is John Montoya, head of 
JLM Wealth Strategies.. His topic is "Planning 
and Guarding Your Assets in Different Phases 
of Life." Networking and dinner at 6 p.m. Cost 

is $20./ Reservations should be made with 
Madge at 449-7185 by Jan. 25.

Learn German, Las Positas College 
Community Education offers Beginning Ger-
man Conversation on Monday evenings from 
7:00 to 9:00, beginning Feb. 1.  Students begin 
to communicate in everyday situations.  No 
college credit.  Information and registration:  
(925) 424-1467 or www.laspositascollege.
edu/communityed

Reactivate your German, The Livermore 
Adult School offers German Conversation for 
Intermediate/Advanced Students on Wednes-
day evenings from 7:00 to 9:00, beginning 
Feb. 10.  Students develop comprehension and 
speaking skills, increase vocabulary, compare 
cultures, and review grammar as needed.  
Information and registration: (925) 606-4722 
or www.livermoreadulted.org

A one-day introduction to Positive Dis-
cipline class will be held on Friday, January 
29 from 8:30 – 4:00 in Livermore. Registra-
tion is required. Location of workshop will 
be provided at the time of registration. This 
workshop will help parents and teachers learn 
to develop better relationships with children. 
Positive Discipline is based on mutual respect, 
personal responsibility and problem solv-
ing skills. Improve your relationships with 
your children and students and feel better 
about yourself too!  The daylong workshop 
is suitable for parents of children of all ages, 
teachers, and mental health professionals. The 
workshop will be presented by Laurie Prusso, 
a Certified Positive Discipline Associate and 
community college professor. Cost: $100.00. 
For More Information: Contact Laurie Prusso, 
at LauriePrusso@gmail.com or call 925-449-
7117. Additional information is available at 
positivediscipline.org

Hearing Loss Association of America, 
Tri-Valley Chapter, meeting Jan. 21,  at 
Valley Community Church, at 4455 Del Valle 
Parkway, Pleasanton at 7:00 p.m. The program 
will start at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to the 
public, are free, and refreshments are served. 
Linda Drattel, Hard of Hearing, Late Deafend 
Support Specialist from the Deaf Counciling, 
Advocacy and Referral Agency (DCARA) will 
speak on Staying Vital, Involved and Con-
nected with Hearing Loss. The meeting will be 
captioned for the benefit of those with extreme 
hearing loss. For more information contact 
Hiram Van Blarigan at  hvanblarigan@hotmail.
com or Richard Taylor at 925 846 3647. 

Amador Mothers Club, community 
organization comprised of families primarily 
in Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton. Goal 
is to nurture and nuturer. Playgroups, activi-
ties, outings, and family parties. All mothers 
welcome at general meeting, Jan. 14, 7:30 
p.m. at Child Care Links, 1020 Serpentine 
Lane. Pleasanton. This month's topic is go-
ing green. Green Irene Eco-Consultant, Beth 
Louderback, will share tips and solutions on 
greening homes and life-styles. For prizes, 
treats and discussion. February meeting will 
be Feb. 11. This will be a kids' clothing, gear 
and mom book swap. Information, go to www.
amadormothersclub.com.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new and established residents to its 
monthly luncheon on Feb.18, at Faz Restaurant, 
600 Hartz Ave., Danville.  The speaker will be 
massage theapist Margaret Villarreal.  Meeting 
ll:30 to 2pm. The cost is $20. Call Myrna 925-
560-0656, for info and reservations.

Power Trip, film will be shown Satur-
day, January 23 at  7 p.m. at the IBEW Hall; 
6250 Village Parkway, Dublin.  This film is a 
humorous, heartbreaking look at the culture 
clash between an American based corporate 
power supplier who sets up shop in post-Soviet 
Georgia, where corruption, civil war, and chaos 
are everyday occurrences; but, electricity might 
not be.   This event is free (although a $3.00 
donation is appreciated) and open to the public.   
Meet & greet begins at 6:30 PM, while a short 
discussion follows the film.  Refreshments are 
provided and the hall is wheelchair accessible 
and kept at a comfortable temperature.  For 
more information, call 925-462-3459.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
California, lunch/optional movie in Dublin, 
Jan. 19, 11:30 a.m., RSVP by Jan. 17 to Kathy, 
398-8005. Happy hour in Hayward, Jan. 22, 4 to 
6 p.m., RSVP by Jan. 19 to Jill, 510-881-0120. 
Friendly bridge, optional lunch in San Ramon, 
Jan. 23, 1 p.m. RSVP by Jan. 19 to Marsha, 

830-8483. Champagne Birthday brunch in San 
Ramon, Jan. 24, 11:45 a.m., RSVP by Jan. 21 
to Marsha, 830-8483. Lunch in Fremont, Jan. 
27, 1 p.m., RSVP by Jan. 25 to Ginny, 510-
656-5625. Crab feed dinner in Livermore, 
Jan. 30, 5 p.m. RSVP to Hilda with payment, 
ASAP, 398-8808.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Jan. 16, 65 miles Shannon Center 
to Altamont summit and back, meet 10 a.m. 
Bob Strain, 997-5160. Sun., Jan. 17, 35 miles 
Pleasanton Ridge trailride through Sunol and on 
to top of Calaveras, meet 10 a.m. Gail Blanco, 
872-1001. Mon., Jan. 18, 30 miles from Heather 
Farm, meet 10 a.m. Dan Granahan, 323-9798. 
Wed., Jan. 20, 30 miles San Francisco ride and 
Cal. Academy Science Museum visit, meet 10 
a.m. at Embarcadero Ferry Bldg. entrance. Bill 
Goodwin, 487-0521. Anyone planning to go 
on a ride is asked to call the leader for details 
on where to meet and what to bring.

IAAP Las Positas Chapter, meetes Jan. 
20, Pleasanton Hilton, 7050 Johnson Dr., 
Pleasanton. Check in 5 p.m., dinner 6 p.m., 
speaker 7 p.m. Topic Personal growth and 
social networking. The IAAP is a professional 
association for administrative professionals. 
The Las Positas Chapter serves the greater 
Tri-valley region (Pleasanton, Dublin, San 
Ramon and Livermore) and has approximately 
50 members. Our monthly meetings provide 
an opportunity to learn and network with 
other administrative professionals. www.
iaap-laspositas.org/

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club (LAVGC), meets Thursday, January 
14. Guest speaker is Kathy Echols, who will 
discuss Australian and South African Plants. 
Echols is an instructor at DVC Pleasant Hill 
in the Horticulture Department for the past 18 
years. She teaches classes in Plant Propagation, 
Plant Production, Greenhouse and Nursery 
Practices and New Plant Introductions. She has 
extensive knowledge of Australian plants, rare 
and unusual perennials and California natives. 
She is an avid propagator and has introduced 
many new favorites to the industry. LAVGC 
will meet at Alden Lane Nursery at 981 Alden 
Lane, Livermore. The meeting begins at 7:00 
p.m. All garden enthusiasts are welcome to 
attend. For more information call Lydia Rob-
erts at (925) 461-1725 or visit www.orgsites.
com/ca/lavgc. 

Secret Life of Girls, a one act, 40 minute 
Black Box, play by Linda Daugherty. Directed 
by Martie Muldoon, and produced by Deborah 
McQueen. An honest and unflinching drama-
tization of teen-girl angst, wherein a window 
is opened into the tumultuous and destructive 
world of girls bullying. The adults in the girls 
lives are either unable or unwilling to change 
their behaviors. The play highlights the im-
pact of "cyber-bullying," the facilitation of 
mean-spirited behaviors through the use of 
cell phones, instant messaging, e-mail and 
chat rooms. This story can start conversations 
in homes, schools and communities, provid-
ing the opportunity to reveal the secrets and 
address the complexities which dominate 
the lives of many young women. Rated PG: 
Ticket prices $10.00 adults, $5.00 students. 
Performances at the Bothwell Art Center in 
Livermore, Jan. 29, 8 p.m., Jan. 30 at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. and Jan. 31 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. For 
more information or to buy tickets go www.
SmARTSunlimited.com.

 Livermore Lions Breakfast Branch 
invites the public to a breakfast meeting on 
Friday, January 15 from 8:00 to 9:00 AM at 
Emil Villa’s Restaurant, 3064 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore - $10 for breakfast and program 
– pay at the door. Call Lion Gary Potter at 
925-443-4144 for registration.

Teen workshop on loss, Pleasanton Com-
munity Counseling Center offers the free work-
shop, "This Is Not the Outcome I Expected: 
How to Deal with Disappointment and Loss." 
The group will identify different types of loss, 
explore emotions surrounding loss and learn 
coping strategies. Pleasanton Library on Sun., 
Jan. 17, from 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Participants will 
receive a $5 Jamba Juice gift card. Call Jenny 
to register 600-9762 ext. 7#.

Livermore Lions Lunch Branch invites 
the public to a luncheon meeting Wednesday, 
January 27 from noon to 1:30 PM at the Zephyr 

Grill, 1736 First Street in Livermore for a 
presentation by Attorney Robert Johnson on 
“foreclosures.” Mr. Jacobs has been a practicing 
attorney in Pleasanton with over 20 years of 
experience in real estate law. This programs 
provides a “plain English” explanation of the  
foreclosure process and the various issues 
involved. The Livermore Lions encourage 
anyone who is interested to join them for 
this special presentation -  $15 for lunch and 
program – pay at the door. Call Lion Carol 
Beddome at 925-201-6068 for reservation.   

Success with Money and Spending, class 
at Las Positas College taught by Barbara Hause, 
MBA. Sat., March 6, 9 a.m. to noon on campus, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore.  For more 
information about this class and registration go 
to  Las Positas College Community Education 
online catalog or call 925-424-1467

Winter's Morn on Brushy Peak, walk 
Sat., Jan. 16, 8 to 11:30 a.m. This local landmark 
has been a popular destination for centuries.  
Delveinto its past lives as we hike into the hills. 
Bring snack & binoculars. For ages 7 and up. 
Free. Information at www.ebparks.org. Meet 
at Brushy Peak Regional Preserve, north end 
of Laughlin Rd., Livermore.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network, 
meets Jan. 18. The topic will be a green clean-
ing discussion. Meetings are at Living Vine 
Fellowship, 4100 First St., Pleasanton. This 
meeting is free for Chapter members and first 
time visitors. Meetings are held on the third 
Monday evening of each month.  For further 
information, please visit www.holisticmoms.
org or e-mail Tri-ValleyHMN@hotmail.com 

Tutors needed, The Livermore Public 
Library is looking for volunteer tutors to help 
adults improve their basic reading and writing 
skills.  No previous teaching experience is 
necessary.  Tutoring days/times are flexible.  A 
free tutor training will be held on January 26 
from 7-9 p.m. and January 30 from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m.  For more information call 925-373-5507 
or email jahardin@livermore.lib.ca.us.

Pleasanton Knights of Columbus will 
hold their 41st annual crab feed on Saturday, 
January 16 at the St. Augustine Church Hall, 
3999 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.  The doors will 
open at 6:00 p.m. Dinner will begin at 7:00. 
Tickets are $35 and must be purchased by 
January 10th.  Proceeds will benefit the church 
and community through the activities of the 
Knights of Columbus. For information, please 
contact 925-846-7181 or email crabfeed@
comcast.net.

Rummage Sale put on by the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District. Sign-ups 
are open now to sellers seeking a new home for 
their possessions. A 10-by-10-foot space with 
an 8-foot table can be rented for $35.  No food, 
candy, car parts, large furniture, cars, motor-
cycles or any commercial items are allowed. 
Sale will be held from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Jan. 30, at The Barn, 3131 Pacific Ave.  Sellers 
can sign up by visiting www.larpd.dst.ca.us and 
printing out and turning in the form along with 
the space rental fee. Deadline is Jan. 25 for any 
spaces still available.  925-373-5700.

Crab Feed, Livermore-Pleasanton Elks 
Lodge $2117. Sat., Jan. 30, 6 p.m. at the Lodge, 
940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore. Dancing to The 
Singing DJ. $35 per person, advance sale only 
(before Jan. 25). Tickets available at the Lodge, 
or call 455-8829.

Do you want to try yoga? This is a wonder-
ful introductory series to teach you the basic 
poses of yoga, alignment and breath work.  No 
experience necessary. Sundays, January 17-31, 
1pm-3pm. For more information, visit www.
CosmicDogYoga.com.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new  and established residents to its 
monthly luncheon on Jan. 21, at Forbes Mill 
Restaurant, 200 Sycamore Valley Rd. West, 
Danville.  The speaker will be Darlene Kit-
tredge, Crime Prevention Specialist from the 
San Ramon Police.  Meeting is 11:30 to 2:00. 
Cost depends on menu choice.  Call Myrna, 
925-560-0656 for info & reservations.

Superior Court Information Centers 
need people-oriented volunteers to support 
information centers in the Pleasanton Court-
house. Training provided, (510) 891-6209 or 
cpulliam@alameda.courts.ca.gov.

La Leche League International, free 
woman to woman breast-feeding support. 

Meets first Monday of each month 10 a.m. 
to noon, Trinity Baptist Church, 557 Olivina, 
Building B #205, Livermore. Please RSVP to 
Stacy Hattori, 373-0987. dshattori@sbcglobal.
net, www.LLL.org. 24-hour hotline, 1-877-
452-5324. Next meeting Feb. 1.

Tri-Valley Seniors: rides available to 
medical appointments. Seniors who require 
door-to-door service are now eligible for a 
ride to their medical appointments. Volunteers 
use their personal vehicles to drive seniors to 
and from medical appointments. Seniors must 
be 60 and over, living in Dublin, Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Sunol, and unable to find a ride 
(relative, friend, bus, paratransit). For a ride or 
to volunteer to provide a ride, contact Jennifer 
Cullen at (925) 931-5387 or ja.cullen@yahoo.
com. Funding for the Senior Transportation 
Program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority and 
Measure B Funds.

Eighth Annual Youth Food Drive, Youth 
service groups in Livermore, Pleasanton, 
Dublin, Sunol, San Ramon, Alamo, Danville, 
Walnut Creek and Concord may now volunteer 
and request collection sites for the Eighth An-
nual Youth Food Drive to be held on March 
6, 2010 by signing up at www.youthservice-
council.com/Volunteer/Volunteer.html. Girl 
Scouts, youth ministries, and 4-H Clubs will 
be participating. Youth Service groups will 
go door to door to collect nonperishable food 
and return it to the closest collection site. All 
donations will go to local food pantries in the 
Tri-Valley or to the Contra Costa Food Bank. 
Details of the program and locations of col-
lection sites are available on-line. For more 
Information, call 925-998-6513.

Reading Volunteers Needed, new group 
forming to start training in January to become a 
Barton Reading Tutor. No experience is neces-
sary and training is free of charge. Volunteer 
matched to a student who needs help. All the 
materials and training provided needed to bring 
a student’s reading and spelling up to grade 
level or above. For more information about 
the Barton Reading Program, please contact 
Christina Clark at Valley View 925/596-0292, 
or email christina.clark2@comcast.net.

Free English Conversation Classes at 
Pleasanton Public Library on Tuesdays from 
7 p.m. to 8:30 pm, Wednesdays from 12 noon 
to 1 p.m., and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. 400 Old Bernal Ave. The program is 
free and open to all. No registration required. 
For more information call Janice Bauman 
(925)-931-3411

Bingo, every Sunday, Games 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. 18 $250 pay-outs, 1 $350 payout, & 
more! Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore. 606-7777. Must be 18 years old to 
attend. Pacific Avenue, Livermore. 606-7777. 
Benefits LVCS / CCEF. 

RELIGION
Grief Support, Meetings are Jan. 14 and 

28, Feb. 11 and 25, March 11 and 25 at 7:30 
p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Meetings are open 
to all, regardless of religious orientation. Please 
call Mary at 846-5377 with questions.

Divorce Care, Valley Bible Church, 7106 
Johnson Dr., Pleasanton. Begins Feb. 15, 13 
week seminar and support group for people 
who are separated or divorced. 30-minute 
video shown each meeting featuring experts on 
a variety of topics. Meetings Mondays from 7 
to 9 p.m. There is a $25 charge for workbook 
and other materials. Preregistration is required. 
Contact Mark Porter, 846-9693 or mcporter@
hotmail.com for details or to register.

Family Connections Christian Adop-
tions will hold a free information session on 
Saturday, February 6, at 2 p.m. at the Family 
Connections Christian Adoptions building at 
1120 Tully Rd. in Modesto.  Family Connec-
tions Christian Adoptions specializes in placing 
waiting children from California and across 
the world.  For more information please call:  
(209) 524-8844.

Calvary Chapel, Livermore, presents: 
‘The Truth Project: Know what you believe and 
why.’ Wednesday Nights @7pm in February, 
March, and April.  Located on 545 N L Street, 
Livermore. Call (925)447-4357 or visit calva-
rylivermore.org for more information.

 


