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PET OF THE WEEK
Have a royal good time with Duke!  A majestic Lab/
Rottweiler mix, four-year-old Duke has excellent 
manners and leads a very dignified procession. He’s 
a bit jealous when it comes to sharing his treasures 
with other dogs, but will eagerly present a person with 
his favorite scepter for a good game of fetch. Duke 
rules! Pay him homage at Valley Humane Society, 3670 
Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 am to 4 pm. For more info visit valleyhumane.
org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society/V. Kelly

Claes Nobel and Eric Thiel (right).

Photo - Doug Jorgensen 

To celebrate the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Kaiser Permanente employees, physicians and staff gathered 
at the Arroyo Mocho Creek in Livermore to volunteer their time and make January 19, 2015 a day of service in 
the community. The volunteers helped to maintain and restore the creek by removing invasive species, planting 
new oak trees and watering/building habitat areas for new trees to thrive.  For more photos, see page 5.

 

By Carol Graham
The National Society of 

High School Scholars named 
Amador Valley High School 
teacher Eric Thiel the 2014 
Claes Nobel Educator of 
the Year. 

"The Educator of the Year 
award is presented annually 
to an exemplary educator 
who has committed him or 
herself to prepare students 
for success in college and in 
life," said National Society 
of High School Scholars 
(NSHSS) Vice President 
Beth Pann. "The committee 
was impressed with Eric 
Thiel’s teaching philosophy, 
his enthusiastic support from 
students, and his tireless 
work initiating and growing 

Amador Teacher Selected As Educator of the Year

(See TEACHER, page 12)

"This is a big night for the 
district. We have been wait-
ing for it for a long time."

Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District 
(LARPD) General Manager 
Tim Barry offered that view 
in asking the board to accept 
the grant deed of property 
from the Tri-Valley Con-
servancy (TVC). The land, 
adjacent to Sycamore Grove 
Park, now becomes part of 
the park.

Transfer of ownership 
of the 72.33 acres of land 
to LARPD has been several 
years in the making. The Dis-
trict asked TVC to negotiate, 
assist in finding funding and 
partially fund the property 
acquisition from the Bobba 
family. Obtaining this prop-
erty allows for completion 
of a long-awaited regional 
trail connection to Del Valle 
Regional Park.

The board voted 5 to 0 to 
accept the deed. Actions ap-
proved last year by the board 
opened the way for the deed 
to come to LARPD.

A 5-foot-wide natural 
dirt trail has already been 

Park District 
Accepts 
Deed; Area 
To Open Soon

(See PROPERTY, page 3)

The Pleasanton Unified 
School District Board can-
celed plans to implement 
a "Modified Lite" change 
in the school calendar year, 
and instead will use the 
traditional calendar, which 
is in effect for this 2014/15 
school year.

By Carol Graham
While lush, emerald 

lawns once signified af-
fluence, in the midst of an 
historic California drought 
they came to symbolize 
something else altogether: 
profligate indulgence. 

Homeowners,  ei ther 
civic minded or frugal, col-
lectively embraced a new 
tenet, "Brown is the new 
green." All area cities insti-
tuted mandatory reductions 
in the use of potable water. 
Neighbors suspiciously eyed 
yards that remained green, 
until signs appeared stating, 
"Recycled water keeps this 

Board Cancels Pleasanton School Calendar Change
The vote was unanimous 

at the Jan. 13 meeting. The 
decision cancels both a tran-
sitional calendar, which was 
to begin in 2015/16, and the 
final "Modified Lite" ver-
sion, which was scheduled 
for 2016/17. 

School staff will work 

with employee groups this 
year to set the beginning 
and ending dates for the 
traditional calendar for the 
2015/16 year, and come to 
the board for approval. Su-
perintendent Parvin Ahmadi 
said, "We are working dili-
gently to complete this task." 

Involvement by teachers is 
critical, because school cal-
endars name specific dates 
for teacher workshops.

Board members could 
vote to change the calendar 
in the future, possibly as 
early as 2016/17. However, 
meeting a deadline to have 

it ready in time for com-
munity notification might 
be difficult, and require 
postponing implementation 
of the calendar, Ahmadi told 
the board.

Addressing the process, 
trustees made it clear that 

(See CALENDAR, page 5)

Increase in Use of 
Recycled Water 
Seen During Drought

garden green," and "In order 
to conserve water, reclaimed 
water in use."

The growing use of re-
cycled wastewater for land-
scaping, irrigation, indus-
try, toilet flushing and fire 
protection conserves fresh 
water resources for their 
highest purpose - drinking 
water. 

Using recycled water 
is recognized for solving 
multiple water-shortage 
challenges simultaneously: 
forestalling severe potable 
water restrictions, offsetting 
the need to purchase water 

(See RECYCLED, page 10)

The Pleasanton City 
Council voted unanimous-
ly to suspend the current 
drought emergency declara-
tion for 90 days.

State restrictions on water 
use will remain in place until 
at least April 15, including a 
voluntary 20 percent reduc-
tion in water use.

The nomination period 
for the March 17 Special 
Primary Election for the 
7th State Senate District 
ends Fri., Jan. 23 at 5 p.m. 
The election will fill the 
vacancy created when Mark 
DeSaulnier was elected to 
Congress.

Candidates interested in 
running may declare candi-
dacy and take out nomina-
tion papers at the Alameda 
County Registrar of Voters 
Office located inside of the 
Rene C. Davidson Court 
House at 1225 Fallon Street, 
Room G-1, Oakland, CA 
94612.

Three democrats, Joan 
Buchanan, Susan Bonilla 
and Terry Kremin, and one 
Republican Mark Meuser, 
have announced their inten-
tions to run.

Buchanan, Bonilla and 
Meuser have filed.

To receive further infor-
mation on this election, con-
tact the Registrar of Voters at 
(510) 272-6933. 

BUCHANAN POLL
Last week, Buchanan re-

leased the findings of a poll 
conducted by Garin-Hart-
Yang Research Group. Ac-
cording to the poll, among 
the four declared candidates, 
Buchanan is the best known, 
best liked and the favorite to 
win in March.

Name recognition tests 
found that districtwide, 
65 percent of likely voters 
know Buchanan, giving her 
twice the recognition of Bo-
nilla at 33 percent. Kremin 

Deadline to 
File for State 
Senate Seat Is 
This Friday

(See SENATE, page 4)

Large Gap 
Between 
Rents and 
Ability to 
Pay Them
By Ron McNicoll

The gap between the 
affordability of rental hous-
ing in the Valley and what 
tenants can afford to pay  
remains large.

Recent HUD figures 
show that the median in-
come in counties remains 
high, making it difficult 
to obtain subsidized hous-
ing. Income is the basis for 
computing eligibility for 
various levels of subsidized 
housing.  

While all subsidized 
units are in big demand, and 
have waiting lists, there is a 
glimmer of good news for 
seniors who might want to 
rent a unit at Carlow Court 
in Dublin. The Alameda 
County Housing Author-
ity, which administers the 
Section 8 vouchers that go 
with the units, is opening 
up the waiting list again, as 
of Jan. 21. 

The waiting list is open 
to any qualified senior in 

Pleasanton

Drought Emergency Suspended; 
State Restrictions Remain in Place

The vote at the Jan. 20 
meeting was unanimous 
with Mayor Jerry Thorne 
absent. He is attending the 
Conference of Mayors in 
Washington, D.C.

Daniel Smith, Public 
Works Director, stated that 
in recognition of the com-
munity's efforts and slightly 

improved water conditions 
resulting from the December 
rains, staff is recommend-
ing a 90-day suspension of 
the current 25% mandatory 
reduction. 

He anticipated that at the 
council's April 21 meeting, it 
will  consider action to either 
rescind the local drought 

emergency if sufficient wa-
ter supplies are available 
or to continue emergency 
drought measures depending 
on projected water supplies.

 Smith told the council 
that if things change in the 
meantime, staff will be back 
in front of the council. He 
noted that all of the conjec-

ture depends on rain. "There 
is no doubt that the drought 
is going into a fourth year.

He stated that the outlook 
is better than at this same 
time last year.  The State De-
partment of Water Resources 
had set the water allocation  
for 2015 at 10 percent. Last 

(See RENT, page 4)

(See WATER, page 4)
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Nose to ground, Basil is about to discover a new 

home! The chipper 3-year-old Cocker Spaniel/King 

Charles Cavalier mix has a hunch his adopter might 

be revealed during Valley Humane Society’s Home 

for the Holidays adoption event, running December 

2-31. Get a clue! Visit Basil and his friends today at 

3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through 

Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. For more info visit 

valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley 

Humane Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A rare sight in recent years was photographed in front of the Bankhead Theater. Students and teachers waiting 

for the theater to open huddled under umbrellas. Some of the students took the opportunity to splash around in 

puddles.

By Jeff Garberson

South Sudan is now home 

for a Livermore nurse who 

joined Doctors Without Bor-

ders to help deal with health 

challenges in one of the 

world’s newest and poorest 

countries.
Melissa Arons, 32, grew 

up in Livermore, where she 

played soccer for seven years 

with the Al Caffodio touring 

team. She graduated from 

Livermore High School in 

2000. College education 

included UC-Santa Cruz, 

where she earned a degree 

in politics in 2004, and then 

George Mason University in 

Virginia, where she added a 

bachelor of science degree 

in nursing four years later. 

Since then, she has trav-

eled widely. She has pro-

vided critical care nurs-

ing in Arlington, Va., and 

in New York City, helped 

Red Cross Headquarters 

Melissa Arons, Livermore nurse, now working for Doctors Without Borders in South 

Sudan

Livermore Nurse In East Africa

in Washington, D.C., plan 

disaster sheltering, taught 

English in South America 

and tended sick and injured 

patients in Haiti.

This year, she studied 

infectious diseases with the 

London School of Hygiene 

and Tropical Medicine and 

traveled to Thailand to com-

plete a thesis project on HIV 

care. 
Thus qualified, she re-

ceived her assignment from 

Doctors Without Borders 

and flew last month to South 

Sudan in eastern Africa, cre-

ated just three years ago after 

two decades of civil war. 

Doctors Without Bor-

ders is better known inter-

nationally as MSF for its 

French name, Medecins 

Sans Frontiers. Arons is 

based at MSF’s hospital in 

Lankien, in the northeastern 

state of Jonglei, along with 

(See NURSE, page 5)

Measure BB 

Received More 

Valley Support 

Than Measure 

2 Years Ago
Although only a handful 

of precincts in the Valley 

supported Measure BB with 

a two-thirds passing vote, 

the tally was enough here 

and west of the hills so that 

it passed.
Measure BB will extend 

a current one-half cent sales 

tax and add another one-

half cent to it until 2045, 

when it will sunset. Funds 

raised will be devoted to 

a variety of transportation 

projects, including local 

streets, highways, transit, 

bicycle and pedestrian trails 

and lanes. It will make a 

$400 million contribution to 

the Livermore BART exten-

sion, which has a full cost 

estimated from $800 million 

to $1.2 billion.

The $8 billion transpor-

tation measure won with 

240,557 votes, 70.7 percent 

of the total vote. Opponents 

cast 99,417 votes. Two years 

ago, a largely similar trans-

portation issue, Measure B1, 

carried only one small area 

in the Valley, a part of East 

Dublin near Interstate 580. 

Measure B1 came close 

to passing, but failed with 

66.53 percent "yes" votes, 

just short of the needed 

66.67 percent.

An on-line map on the 

Alameda County Registrar's 

web site shows that this year 

an overwhelming number 

of precincts in Berkeley 

Only 10 percent of the 

normal allocation of water 

from the State Water Project 

(SWP) will be available next 

year to Zone 7 Water Agen-

cy, as estimated by the first 

state forecast for next year.

The forecast was issued 

Dec. 1, the first regular date 

that the state Department of 

Water Resources (DWR) 

begins to look at prospects 

First Forecast of State 

Water Allotment Is Meager

for the following year. There 

will be follow-ups monthly, 

and the percentage could 

rise, or fall, said Zone 7 

general manager Jill Duerig.

The 10 percent prediction 

was double the 5 percent 

allocation forecast for this 

year at the beginning of 

December 2013. However, 

the 5 percent shrunk to a 

zero allotment prediction 

on Jan. 30, 2014. Storms in 

February and March allowed 

boosting the allocation back 

to 5 percent. However, the 

5 percent was released after 

Sept. 1, so zero allotment 

remained in effect through 

the summer.

The rain and snow last 

week, and forecasts for 

more in Northern Califor-

nia, prompted DWR to set 

the initial allocation for 2015 

at 10 percent. SWP consists 

of 29 contractors, includ-

ing Zone 7. Zone 7 relies 

on water and snowmelt in 

Northern California, espe-

cially the water that feeds 

into the reservoir at the Lake 

Oroville Dam, which is 80 

miles north of Sacramento.

Snow levels in the north-

ern Sierra are important, 

because the snowmelt con-

tributes greatly to the Oro-

ville reservoir. Oroville, a 

major reservoir in the SWP, 

has seen its levels rise after 

the recent storms from the 

all-time low it recorded last 

month. 
DWR experts said that it 

will take approximately 150 

percent of average precipita-

(See WATER, page 4)

(See MEASURE BB, page 4)

(See HOUSING, page 4)

Dublin will tell state government what it views as a dis-

connect between state-assigned Regional Housing Needs 

Allocation (RHNA) numbers and the lack of state money 

to build schools for the children who will crowd Dublin 

schools.
The council, at its meeting Nov. 18, voted 4-0, with 

Kevin Hart absent, to approve the city's general plan hous-

ing element for 2015-22. The vote included sending a letter 

to state officials to point out the conflict between the state's 

requirement for more housing, without providing more 

funding to build schools to educate the new people who 

Dublin OKs Housing Element, but Will Let 

State Know About School Funds Disconnect

will move into Dublin.

There was some discussion about whether the letters 

should go to the state Department of Housing and Com-

munity Development (HCD), which approves housing ele-

ments, or to elected representatives. A list of recipients was 

still being determined this week, said city public information 

officer Lori Taylor.

Councilmembers first suggested a letter to HCD enclosed 

with the council-approved housing element. However, 

the council consensus noted that that approach in the past 

Dublin Thanks 

Sbranti, Will 

Appoint New 

Councilmember
Dublin said goodbye to 

Mayor Tim Sbranti, hello to 

new Mayor David Haubert, 

and decided to fill Haubert's 

vacated City Council seat 

with a special appointment 

by Jan. 30, 2015.

An appl ica t ion was 

placed Wednesday on the 

city's web site, with a dead-

line of Dec. 10 set for sub-

mission of applications. 

Applicants all will be inter-

viewed publicly at a council 

meeting Dec. 16. The final-

ists would participate in a 

second round of interviews, 

perhaps at the same meet-

ing, or a continued meeting 

several days later. 

In going for appointment, 

instead of a special election 

in June, the council saved 

the city from $91,000 to 

$345,000, depending on 

whether the election would 

have been consolidated with 

other elections in Alameda 

County in June.

Supervisor Scott Hag-

gerty swore in Haubert 

as mayor, as well as re-

elected Councilmembers 

Don Biddle and Abe Gup-

ta. After Haubert took the 

oath, he nominated Gupta 

as vice-mayor, to succeed 

Biddle,who served two one-

year terms. Gupta received 

unanimous approval.

Haggerty presented a 

plaque from the County 

Board of Supervisors rec-

ognizing Sbranti's years of 

service. Haggerty paused 

near the end of his speech, 

overcome by emotion.

Other plaques and cita-

tions came from Assembly-

members Joan Buchanan 

and Susan Bonilla, Sen. 

Mark DeSaulnier, and the 

remaining councilmembers 

as a group. 
Congressman Eric Swal-

well, who served on the 

council with Sbranti, made 

an appearance via Skype at 

the beginning of the meet-

ing. He recalled Sbranti's 

mentoring, both when Swal-

New Council 

Ready to 
Begin Work 

Pleasanton said farewell 

to one councilmember, 

Cheryl Cook-Kallio, and 

welcomed a new one, Arne 

Olson. In addition, oaths of 

office were administered 

to Mayor Jerry Thorne and 

Councilmember Kathy Na-

rum, who were re-elected in 

November.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio had 

difficulty choking back tears 

as she talked about her 8 

years in office. “I’ve learned 

so much about the quality of 

this community while serv-

ing on the council.” At the 

end of the day, she said that 

she knew that her actions 

were right, although they 

may not have been popular 

or expedient.

Cook-Kallio said that as 

a councilmember you hear 

praise from some members 

of the community and harsh 

criticism from others. I re-

alized that it was about the 

issues, although some of the 

remarks are hard to hear. 

She noted, “Democracy 

(See PLEASANTON, page 4)

(See DUBLIN, page 4)
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Swalwell Appointed
U.S. Representative Eric Swalwell 

(CA-15) t was appointed to serve on the 
House Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence. This committee oversees 
the activities of the U.S. intelligence 
community.

Swalwell stated, “As we face es-
calating threats to our security, I will 
work to make sure our government is 
vigilantly protecting Americans, while 
being true to our values around privacy 
and civil liberties. With the rise of data 
breaches, a top priority of mine will be 
to increase our cybersecurity capabili-
ties. National security should know no 
party. I vow to carry out this work in a 
collaborative, bipartisan manner."

In the last Congress, Swalwell 
served on the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, where he led a successful effort 
opposing a Transportation Security Ad-
ministration (TSA) proposal to allow 
certain knives onboard airplanes and 
advocated for enhancing the security 
of airport perimeters with innovative 
technological solutions. Prior to being 
elected to Congress, he served for seven 
years as a prosecutor in the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s Office.

Four Arrests
The Pleasanton Police reported the 

arrest of four suspects for attempted 
murder and criminal conspiracy. 

The department received a call 
reporting shots fired inside the Kens-
ington Apartment complex. Nicole 
Thompson, 19, and Joseph Mauck, 20, 
both of Pleasanton said they were shot 
at by one individual and threatened 
by three others carrying baseball bats. 
Neither sustained injuries. The rear 
window of their vehicle was shattered 
by one of the suspects using a bat. 

 The suspects fled the area in a silver 
Infinity.

The Livermore Police Department 
located and stopped the silver Infinity 
in Livermore. The occupants of the 
vehicle, 21 year-old Angela Ross of 
Livermore, 22 year-old Alexander Fer-
guson of Tracy, and 22 year-old Alberto 
Vaca of Livermore were arrested. The 
fourth suspect, Andres Medina Cama-
cho, was captured the following day by 
Pleasanton Police.

Camacho was identified as the indi-
vidual who fired at the victims inside 
the Kensington Apartment Complex. 
Vaca and Ferguson admitted to threat-
ening the victims with baseball bats 
and Vaca admitted to shattering the 
rear window of Thompson’s vehicle 
with a baseball bat. Ross said that she 
orchestrated the attack in retaliation 

for an ongoing dispute between her and 
the victims. 

All four suspects were booked into 
Santa Rita Jail.

Anyone who may have witnessed this 
incident or has information that may as-
sist this investigation is encouraged to 
contact the Pleasanton Police Department 
at (925) 931-5100.

 
Lab Person of Year

Connie Sanchez, a chemist with 
Dublin San Ramon Services District 
(DSRSD), has been honored as the 2014 
Lab Person of the Year by the San Fran-
cisco Bay Section of the California Water 
Environment Association (CWEA), the 
leading training and certification organi-
zation in California for the wastewater 
industry.  Awards Chair for the San 
Francisco Bay Section of CWEA, Meg 
Herston, presented the award to Sanchez 
at the regularly scheduled DSRSD Board 
of Directors meeting on Jan. 20. 

“I congratulate Ms. Sanchez for her 
skills, diligence, and attention to detail in 
the tests she conducts every day that help 
keep our water clean and protect public 
health,” says DSRSD Board President 
Ed Duarte.

Laboratory Supervisor Raj Gumber 
says, “I nominated Connie Sanchez for 
Lab Person of the Year because of her 
consistent achievements as a chemist. 
Connie is a star at quality control, which 
is essential to producing reliable results.” 
Gumber won the same award 17 years 
ago as a DSRSD chemist.

Sanchez earned a bachelor of science 
degree in chemical engineering from 
Mapua Institute of Technology, Manila, 
in 1988. Since coming to the U.S. in 
1991, she has worked as a chemist in 
commercial and public environmental 
laboratories for 23 years, including the 
past 16 years at DSRSD. In March 2014, 
she earned CWEA’s highest certification 
for laboratory analysts, Grade IV, and has 
been a CWEA member since 1999.

Sanchez is responsible for analyz-
ing the amounts of potentially toxic 
substances, such as metals and volatile 
organic chemicals, as well as conducting 
many other chemical and biological tests. 
She administers the laboratory’s database 
that tracks and compiles all test results.  

CWEA awards acknowledge out-
standing achievement in more than 20 
categories, honoring exceptional Cali-
fornia water environment professionals, 
wastewater collection systems, and 
treatment plants. As a winner at the sec-
tion level, Sanchez will compete for the 
statewide CWEA Laboratory Person of 
the Year award, which will be announced 
in April.

Humans’ use of land, 
whether for farming or de-
velopment, has eroded soil 
100 times faster than nature 
working on its own.

While the study shows 
that erosion rates were un-
sustainable in the past, it 
also provides a goal for 
the future. The erosion can 
be used as a target for suc-
cessful resource conserva-
tion strategies; they can 
be used to develop smart 
environmental policies and 
regulations that will protect 
threatened soil and water 
resources for generations 
to come.

According to new re-
search in the journal Ge-
ology, researchers found 
that European coloniza-
tion and agriculture use 

A breached dam in the North Carolina Piedmont retains sediments that likely 
originated from hillslopes eroded in response to human-induced deforestation.

Humans Erode Soil 100 Times Faster Than Nature
in North America in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s 
caused as much erosion of 
the landscape over just a few 
decades' time as would natu-
rally have taken thousands 
of years.

The team studied the 
Roanoke, Savannah and 
Chattahoochee rivers along 
with seven other large river 
basins in the U.S. Southeast, 
and found, for the first time, 
a precise quantification of 
this background rate of ero-
sion. The scientists discov-
ered the rates of hillslope 
erosion before European 
settlement were about an 
inch every 2,500 years; dur-
ing the period of peak land 
disturbance in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s, rates spiked 
to an inch every 25 years.

Dylan Rood, who con-
ducted the research while 
at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (he now 
works as an earth sciences 
lecturer at Imperial College, 
London), stated, “Humans 
scraped off the soil more 
than 100 times faster than 
other natural processes.”

Along the southern Pied-
mont from Virginia to Ala-
bama clay soils built up for 
many millennia. Then, in 
just a few decades of inten-

sive logging and cotton and 
tobacco production, as much 
soil eroded as would have 
happened in a pre-human 
landscape over thousands of 
years, scientists note. “The 
Earth doesn't create that 
precious soil for crops fast 
enough to replenish what 
the humans took off,” Rood 
said. “It’s a pattern that is 
unsustainable if continued.”

The team collected 24 
sediment samples from the 
river basins and extracted 

a rare form of the element 
beryllium from the quartz in 
the soil. Formed by cosmic 
rays, the isotope builds up 
in the top few feet of the 
soil. The slower the rate of 
erosion, the longer the soil is 
exposed at Earth’s surface, 
and the more Be-10 it ac-
cumulates. 

The research team in-
cludes Lucas Reusser and 
Paul Bierman of the Ruben-
stein School of Environment 
and Natural Resources at the 
University of Vermont.

constructed over the past six 
months by LARPD rangers 
and volunteers, as well as 
East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) volun-
teers. An opening ceremony 
will take place sometime in 
February. 

Barry noted that Syca-
more Grove Park would now 
surround most of the VA 
Hospital site. "If the hospital 
land ever became available 
as potential public access 
parkland, it may be available 
for acquisition by LARPD."

EBRPD will develop and 
operate the trail connection 
as part of the regional trail. 
Barry stated that LARPD is 
working with the district to 
look into what it would take 
to build a bridge over the 
arroyo.

In addition, LARPD 
has asked EBRPD and the 
Tri-Valley Conservancy to 
establish the final trail con-
nection from the corner of 
Vineyard and Vallecitos to 
Sycamore Grove. TVC is 
currently in discussions with 
property owners to make it 
happen.

 In other Board actions, 
Directors accepted the 2013-
14 annual District audit. This 
year’s audit, by James Marta 
& Company, earned an “un-

PROPERTY
(continued from page one)

qualified” opinion, which 
is the best one LARPD can 
receive. The District is in 
good financial shape with a 
surplus of about $900,000.
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Recreation Rights – 
State Parks
Dave Pickett
District 36 Motorcycle 
Sports Committee
Director, Legislative Ac-
tion Office

Carnegie State Vehicle 
Recreation Area [SVRA], 
A self-funded SVRA unit 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Division of California State 

Parks, continues to move 
forward on the General Plan 
process, which includes the 
long overdue expansion of 
legal off road recreation 
opportunities at the facility.

Use of this facility goes 
back decades, with owner-
ship by a private party, and 
then sold to State Parks via 
user fee based Trust Fund 
dollars. State Law, under 
code allows for expansion 
and purchase of existing 
properties, and to secure 
new facilities as outlined in 
the programs  Off Highway 
Motor Vehicle Recreation 
Division [OHVRD] legal 
requirements, under juris-
diction of California State 
Parks and the Secretary of 
Resources office.

As stated in the “Time 
to Take a Stand” editorial 
piece, the intent to purchase 
was to expand the SVRA 
by legal purchase process, 
which was done over 17 

years ago. The current Gen-
eral Plan process is tied into 
the process of expansion, as 
required by law. The expan-
sion process includes work-
ing with various agencies to 
insure water, and environ-
mental standards are met per 
statute and codes. Carnegie 
SVRA Staff, with assistance 
from OHMVRD leadership, 
contracted with the correct 
agencies and companies to 
insure total compliance with 
all regulations in this matter.

A statement made by 
the author of the Editorial 
on the 15th, 2015 by the 
Independent, made a state-
ment: While we believe that 
the off road fans deserve a 
place to ride……. Is correct 
and we appreciate that com-
ment being included in the 
editorial piece. The off road 
community DOES deserve 
places to ride as they pay 
for it – and have done so 
since the inception of the 

program 43 years ago. For 
the reader, please note the 
OHMVRD program does 
NOT use General Funds like 
the non-motorized parks do, 
they use user created fees 
such as registration fees, 
SVRA entrance fees and 
fuel tax sharing agreements 
created by law.

In regards to the editorial, 
another comment was made: 
“Tesla (the name of the par-
cel) is not the right place. “  
District 36 et al and members 
disagree with this statement. 
If not here, then where? East 
Bay Regional Parks District 
has an abundance of non-
motorized parks, but ZERO 
legal Off Highway Vehicle 
Areas. Where are residents 
of the area and counties that 
prefer OHV Recreation sup-
posed to go? Sacramento? 
Hollister?  EBRPD should 
encourage, design and build 

was known to 8 percent and 
Meuser 17 percent. 

As a test, Buchanan's 
name recognition was com-
pared to other well known 
political figures with Jerry 
Brown, 98 percent, Mark 
DeSaulnier, 61 percent, 
Steve Glazer, 49 percent, 
and Catharine Baker, 53 
percent.

In asking voter prefer-
ence, 29 percent favored 
Buchanan, 26 percent 
Meuser and 26 percent were 
undecided. Bonilla was 
supported by 12 percent of 
likely voters and Kremin by 
3 percent. 

In a head-to-head com-
parison, Buchanan drew 
38 percent of the vote and 
Bonilla 17 percent. Ten 
percent did not support 
either and 35 percent were 

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

Appoint Tim Sbranti
We find it hard to understand why Mona 

Lisa Ballesteros and Doreen Wehrenberg 
were among the seven candidates under 
consideration to fill the vacant Dublin City 
Council seat. 

Ballesteros signed the petition launching 
the "Let Dublin Decide" initiative, which 
was on the ballot as Measure T. She also 
signed the argument in support of Measure 
T. 

Wehrenberg did not support an eastern 
urban growth boundary when she ran for 
city council in 2012, and did not oppose de-
velopment of Doolan Canyon when asked 
at the Candidate Forum on the Environment 
that year. She stated that it was premature 
to eliminate any growth there. She did not 
take a position against Measure T in 2014. 

It flies in the face of reason that either 
is under consideration, when 83.8 percent 
of Dublin voters who cast ballots last No-
vember rejected Measure T. The developer 
sponsored measure would have extended 
the city's urban growth boundary to allow 
for development in Doolan Canyon.

The vacancy on the council was created 
when Mayor Tim Sbranti reached term lim-
its and Councilmember David Haubert was 
elected mayor. The council has been unable 
to reach an agreement on filling the seat.

If the stalemate continues, Gov. Jerry 
Brown would make the appointment. The 
deadline to fill the vacancy is Jan. 30.

At a special meeting on January 26, the 
council will consider several actions: make 
an appointment, call for a special election 
or select a placeholder candidate.

If the council cannot agree on any of the 
other  applicants, then Tim Sbranti should 
be appointed to fill the vacancy until the 
next election, either until a special election 
in the spring or to finish out the remainder 
of David Haubert’s unexpired council term 
until the Nov. 2016 election. 

Sbranti is up-to-speed on the issues; he 
has the necessary experience to serve and 
serve well. He led the fight to adopt the 
open space initiative and defeat Measure T.

Voting
The year 2015 marks the 50th anniver-

sary of enactment of the Voting Rights Act. 
With the release of the movie, "Selma," 

attention has been drawn to what people 
endured in order to gain the right to vote.

Last November in California, only 25.1 
percent of registered voters cast a ballot, a 
record low. 

Political infighting and multi-million dol-
lar campaigns have led to voter apathy. In 
some areas of the country, new laws have 
made it more difficult to register and to 
vote. The result is that a handful of people 
are determining the outcome of elections.

All voices should be heard during an 
election. That can only happen if all of us 
vote.

undecided.
Buchanan's former As-

sembly district comprises 
60 percent of the 7th Senate 
District.

The 7th State Senate Dis-
trict includes all of eastern 
and central Contra Costa 
County as well as Dublin, 
Pleasanton, Livermore and 
Sunol in Alameda County.

The district's voter reg-
istration lists 43.5 percent 
as Democratic, 28.6 percent 
Republican and 22.2 percent 
as nonpartisan.

ENDORSEMENT.
On Monday, the Tri-

Valley Democratic Club 
voted 29-2 to endorse Joan 
Buchanan for the 7th District 
State Senate seat. Buchanan 
commented, "It is an honor 
to have their support in this 
race."

SENATE
(continued from page one)

the county. They could ap-
ply  for Carlow Court, or 
for county housing author-
ity rentals in Hayward and 
Union City.

In  Alameda County, the 
average median income 
(AMI) for one person is 
$64,400, and for a four-per-
son household it is $92,000. 
The figures are identical for 
Contra Costa County.

Renters pay at different 
percentages of the AMI,  
depending on their income. 
Some pay as much as 80 
percent, some pay at 50 or 
60 percent of the AMI.

At 50 percent of the me-
dian income, a single person 
could earn no more than 
$32,200 to qualify for a sub-
sidized unit. A household of 
four with an income at the 50 
percent level would be earn-
ing no more than $46,000.

Very low income renters 
can pay no more than 30 per-
cent of their income as rent, 
if they obtain a federal Sec-
tion 8 subsidy to cover the 
difference between the rent 
subsidized at 50 percent, for 
example, and the 30 percent 
of gross income to which 
they are limited. In some 
instances, if medical bills 
use up more of their gross 
income, those individuals 
can qualify to pay less rent 
out of their own pockets.

Some rental units have 
Section 8 funding that re-
mains with the unit after a 
qualified tenant moves out. 
That is true of Carlow Court 
in Dublin, where the 49 units 
are reserved for seniors  age 
62 or older who qualify at 

the 30 percent level.
The waiting period for 

Section 8 assistance can be 
very long. In the Tri-Valley, 
the Livermore Housing Au-
thority (LHA) issues Sec-
tion 8 vouchers to those 
seeking them. There are 
125 units, and a waiting 
list now for one-bedroom 
apartments, although four 
and five-bedroom units are 
easier to obtain, because of 
less demand.

Data from HOME Con-
nections, a county depart-
ment that tries to reduce 
barriers to housing, shows 
that LHA can distribute 711 
tenant-based vouchers. The 
report, which was under-
taken in 2014, shows a wait-
ing list of 197 for Section 8 
vouchers in Livermore. The 
list for the entire county 
shows 2844 on the list, be-
yond a total of 7222 that the 
county can issue.

The HOME Connection 
data did not show waiting 
list figures for Pleasanton, 
which has 123 tenant-based 
subsidies, and Dublin with 
360 tenant-based and 81 
project-based subsidies.

Figures from HOME 
Connection concerning rent 
overpayment between 2007 
and 2012 show that 40 per-
cent of all households in 
Livermore and Dublin paid 
more than the 30 percent of 
gross income recognized by 
the federal government as a 
guideline about how much 
people should be paying 
for rent. In Pleasanton the 
number was 35 percent.

Analyzed along ethnic 

year, the allocation was zero.
The snow pack last year 

was measured at 30 percent 
of normal, this year it is at 
50 percent.

Smith expressed pride in 
how Pleasanton responded 
to mandatory water reduc-
tion. Overall there was a 
27.8 percent reduction in 
water use in 2014, saving  
almost 1.7 billion gallons of 
water. The city itself saved 
1.4 million gallons.

He stated that we need 
people to continue to do 
what they did last year. Don't 
waste water.

Councilmember Jerry 
Pentin expressed concern 
that lifting the mandatory 
reduction would cause the 
public to think it can relax 
its efforts. "We are not out 
of the drought."

State restrictions include 
the following:

• Irrigate in a manner 
that does not create runoff 

RENT
(continued from page one)

WATER
(continued from page one)

groups, whites showed  the 
lowest overpayment fig-
ures, with 37 percent in 
Livermore and Dublin and 
34 percent in Pleasanton.  
African Americans  overpaid 
51 percent in Livermore, 58 
percent in Pleasanton, and 
69 percent in Dublin.

Hispanics overpaid by 
55 percent in Livermore, 42 
percent in Pleasanton and 
53 percent in Dublin. Asians 
overpaid by 43 percent in 
Livermore, 30 percent in 
Pleasanton,and 39 percent 
in Dublin.

The three cities and 
Danville and San  Ramon 
publish a "Tri-Valley Rent-
al Housing Opportunities 
Guide," which shows the  lo-
cations of subsidized hous-
ing units, the number of 
units available, the income 
limits for each development, 
and whether or not  there is 
senior housing, handicapped 
accessibility, and acceptance 
of Section 8 vouchers.

Dublin lists 991 total 
below market rate (BMR) 
units, with 394 or 40 per-
cent of them reserved for 
seniors. Livermore shows 
875 BMR units, with 334, 
or 38 percent, reserved for 
seniors. Pleasanton has 644 
BMR units, with 525, or 81 
percent, of them reserved 
for seniors.

Some residents say that 
the high percentage of senior 
housing in Pleasanton shows 
that the city takes care of its 
elderly. However, Pleasan-
ton resident Christine Stein-
er, who has been a county 
housing commissioner for 

20 years, and also worked on 
obtaining low-income hous-
ing in Pleasanton, said the 
high percentage more likely 
reflects the fact that there is 
relatively little BMR hous-
ing for work-force families.

Steiner cited a recent 
City Council decision to 
down zone 30 acres in Ha-
cienda Business Park that 
she said would have been a 
good location for workforce 
housing. Neighbors objected 
to the high density 30 units 
to the acre. The council 
changed the zoning to 12.5 
units per acre,  a density to 
low to build a BMR project 
economically. However, the 
city still plans on moving 
forward with a high den-
sity project near the West 
Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
station, said Steiner.

The council  allowed the 
Auf der Maurer property 
at Stanley Boulevard and 
Bernal Avenue to pay an in-
lieu fee instead of requiring 
it to provide BMR housing 
on its property zoned at 30 
units per acre. said Steiner. 
More than 300 apartments 
are scheduled to be built 
there. Only a portion of the 
fee paid by Auf der Mauer 
will be available for use in 
obtaining low-income hous-
ing, said Steiner. 

 In her 20 years on the 
county housing authority, 
federal subsidized housing 
funds have dwindled, said 
Steiner.  "When it comes 
to workforce housing, it 
gets worse, as rents soar," 
she said.

Dublin San Ramon Ser-
vices District has hired two 
senior managers to oversee 
engineering and administra-
tion, filling openings created 
when three members of its 
management team retired 
in 2013. 

Daniel McIntyre, Pub-
lic Works Director for the 
City of Livermore, will join 
DSRSD as Engineering Ser-
vices Manager on February 
18. John Archer has been 
promoted from DSRSD 
Interim Financial Services 
Manager to Administrative 
Services Manager, a new 
position that will oversee 
financial services, human 
resources, customer service, 
and information systems. 
The consolidation reduces 
the District’s senior manage-
ment team from five to four.

“These seasoned execu-
tives bring valuable ex-
perience and insight to 
the District,” said General 
Manager Bert Michalczyk. 
“Dan McIntyre has a diverse 
background, with a passion 
for water and wastewater 
engineering, and well-devel-
oped working relationships 
throughout the Tri-Valley. 
John Archer has a long track 
record of managing the Dis-
trict’s complex budget and 
financial affairs. He is an 

DSRSD Hires New Managers for 
Engineering and Administration

able communicator who 
works effectively with staff 
and the community.”

McIntyre has been with 
the City of Livermore for 
almost all of his 25-year 
career. As Public Works 
Director since 2003, he has 
managed city operations 
for wastewater, potable and 
recycled water, storm drains, 
vehicles, street and land-
scape maintenance, airport 
and golf courses, as well 
as contracted solid waste 
and recycling services. He 
joined the city’s engineering 
division in 1990 and became 
City Engineer in 2000. A 
licensed Professional En-
gineer, McIntyre earned a 
bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering from California 
Polytechnic State Univer-
sity, San Luis Obispo, and a 
master’s degree in public ad-
ministration from California 
State University, Hayward.

Archer joined DSRSD 
in May 2002 as Accounting 
Supervisor. In 2013, he was 
named Interim Financial 
Services Manager, with re-
sponsibility for account-
ing, rate studies, budgets, 
long-term planning, cus-
tomer service and billing, 
and information technology. 
Previously Chief Financial 
Officer for a toy manufac-

turer, Archer has 35 years 
of experience in finance 
and became licensed as a 
Certified Public Accountant 

in Louisiana. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting from Spring Hill 
College, Mobile, Alabama.

or flooding of water. Irrigate 
only between 6 p.m. and 
9 a.m. 

• Do not irrigate on con-
secutive days and only once 
per week October through 
March, 2 days a week April 
through September.

• Do not water hardscape 
surfaces, patio's, driveways, 
etc.

• Restaurants only serve 
water on request.

• No use of potable water 
for ponds, fountains, and 
other water features or for 
construction if a feasible 
alternate source is available. 
In addition no potable water 
can be used for pressure 
washers.

Smith added that the wa-
ter retailers will be meeting 
on Feb. 5 to discuss a water 
plan. The meeting begins at 
5 p.m. in the City's Opera-
tions Building, 3333 Busch 
Road. People will have an 
opportunity to provide input.
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Livermore, CA

•	Divorce/Custody
•	Living	Trust	Packages,	 
	 Wills	&	Amendments
•	Deeds

Flexible Hours

Check	Us	Out	On	Yelp!
Registered: Alameda County LDA #93 Exp. 9/14/2016.  

I am not an attorney. I can only provide  
self help services at your specific direction.

admission dates & tours
School Open House:  1-3pm Sun, Jan. 25 

Kindergarten Info. Night:  7pm Thu, Jan. 29

School Tour:  8:30am Wed, Feb. 4

Middle School Info. Night:  6:30pm Tue, Feb. 24

Watch  
Our 
Video  
To Learn  
More

St. Raymond School empowers all students to achieve academic  
excellence in a Catholic environment that encourages them to  

meet the challenges of life and to serve the gospel of Jesus Christ.

ST. RayMONd ScHOOl  
11557 Shannon Ave, Dublin, CA
(925) 828-4064
www.straymondschool.org

Accredited by the Western Catholic 
Education Association and Western  
Association of Schools and Colleges

they will try to be more 
inclusive in involving the 
community in the past. 

The board had been crit-
icized when it voted for the 
new calendar in June, and 
again in September, when 
it voted down the motion to 
rescind the decision.

The board approved the 
"Modified Lite" calendar 
on a 4-1 vote on June 17, 
2014, with current board 
president Valerie Arkin op-
posed. A motion to rescind 
that approval on Sept. 19, 
2014, failed 3-2, with Jamie 
Hintzke joining Arkin in 
voting "no."

Arkin and Hintzke, at 
the September meeting, 
said they were not com-
fortable with the process.
In their opinion, it lacked 
enough solicitation of com-
munity involvement,  a 
point made  then by many 
parents and some students. 

Arkin and Hintzke cited 
the polling of parents late in 
the process, and the volun-
tary nature of it, instead of a 
thorough poll that would be 
put directly to respondents, 
as had been done for teach-
ers and principals. 

The two trustees also 
noted that students were not 
polled. Further, the com-
munity meetings where the 
issue was discussed did not 
attract a wide population 
among parents, they said.

Arkin reminded the au-
dience on Jan. 13 that she 
advocated sending a letter 
home with every student 
in the district, but "was told 
(at a board meeting) that it 
was too expensive."

The district's efforts in-
cluded a survey of staff, 
and community meetings 
for parents and anyone 
else who was interested in 

hearing facts and voicing 
opinions. Late in the pro-
cess, the district also posted 
information on its website 
concerning the changes. 
The posting included a poll 
where people could express 
their opinions.

The board's change to 
"Modified Lite" became an 
issue in the school board 
election. New trustee Mark 
Miller said at the Jan. 13 
meeting that the community 
in November voted against 
the schedule by putting him 
into office. However,  trust-
ee Joan Laursen said that 
there were many issues in 
the election. The calendar 
was only one of them. She 
pointed out that she, a sup-
porter of "Modified Lite," 
was the top vote-getter in a 
field of four.

When the board first 
considered a calendar 
change, as requested by 
the administration, there 
was pressure to come  up 
with the decision quickly, if 
it were to be implemented 
at the beginning of the next 
school year. 

Only the "Modified 
Lite" version, among sev-
eral proposals, had been 
negotiated with the teachers 
union. Approving any other 
version would have meant 
going back to employee 
organizations to negotiate 
their approval. By then, it 
would be too late to put the 
new calendar into effect 
next year.

Arkin, in her original 
dissenting vote last June, 
advocated waiting an extra 
year for implementation, in 
order to do a more thorough 
job of obtaining community 
feedback.

Trustees Chris Grant, 
Joan Laursen and Jeff 

Bowser, who lost to Miller 
in the November election, 
said at those earlier meet-
ings that the modified cal-
endar gave students a better 
schedule. It took stress 
off them at holiday break 
by having finals before 
the break. Critics in the 
audiences said the district 
offered no objective data 
to support that contention.

"Modified Lite" repre-
sented  a scaled-back ver-
sion of "Modified, "which 
was an even more sig-
nificant departure from the 
traditional calendar. There 
were other options consid-
ered, including keeping 
the traditional calendar.  In 
its survey, the district had 
lumped together support 
for all the non-traditional 
calendars into the catego-
ry, "supporting change," 
which  received more 
support than traditional. 
However, "Modified Lite" 
drew less support on its 
own than the traditional 
calendar. Many parents 
said that based on the data, 
it was unfair to reach the 
conclusion that the sur-
vey supported a change to 
"Modified Lite."

 Miller requested that 
the issue be placed on the 
Jan. 13 agenda  in one of 
his first actions as a board 
member.  He suggested 
that there may be a way to 
achieve the desired goal 
of ending the semester at 
the holiday break, without 
starting the calendar earlier 
in August, as "Modified 
Lite" would do. However, 
he said that he doesn't 
personally agree with end-
ing the semester on the 
holidays.

Miller said it is cru-
cial that the process be 

CALENDAR
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Volunteers spent time along the arroyo removing 
invasive species, planting new oak trees and watering/
building habitat areas for new trees to thrive.    

thorough enough to be all-
inclusive, so that regardless 
of the final decision there 
would be public support. 
That's also a key to having 
the public solidly behind 
the board on future issues, 
he said.

Several speakers at the 
Jan. 13 meeting talked 
about shoring up confi-
dence in the board, so that 
the public will pass a tax 
increase. Voters have twice 
rejected parcel taxes over 
the past several years to 
help pay for program im-
provements.

One motivation for the 
board to change the calen-
dar has been a desire to re-
lieve pressure on students. 
Trustees were respond-
ing to several student sui-
cides, a problem that was 
underscored by a locally 
shown movie about exces-
sive stress on students. The 
district's homework policy 
has been under examina-
tion because of the stress 
concerns.

All but three or four of 
the 31 people who spoke 
at the Jan. 13 meeting, 
including several students, 
urged the board to keep the 
traditional calendar. If there 
were a change, said some, 
there should be stronger 
efforts at obtaining com-
munity feedback.

One speaker, Roberta 
Emerson, said that she 
worked for awhile in in-
dustrial relations. "There is 
a difference between mak-
ing something public, and 
really managing to reach 
the people that need to hear 
information." 

"Information could have 
gone home with the weekly 
packets at the elementary 
level,  been provided at 

'Back to School Night,' 
and during the registration 
process. So, it's better to go 
back and communicate," 
said Emerson.

Miller said that the sub-
ject of calendar change has 
real, negative, intangible 
outcomes for people." Par-
ents at the board meetings 
where the calendar change 
was discussed said that their 
vacation scheduling to meet 
relatives on out-of-town or 
out-of-country vacations 
would be hampered. Their 
children would  miss com-
munity sports teams and 
such activities as acting 
camps because of the earlier  
start on Aug. 11. The school 
calendar this year began on 
Aug. 25. 

Among the three or four 
speakers who supported 
retention of "Modified Lite" 
was Beth McCarthy. She 
told the board that its major-
ity made the decision origi-
nally because it was best 
for our students. "It gave 
our high school students 
the benefit of a break, and 
a shorter summer for more 
retention (of knowledge). It 
was an important change. I 
ask you to stick with it, and 
put students first, not vaca-
tions in Europe."

NEW AUDITOR
The board also voted to 

hire a new auditor, in ac-
cordance with accounting 
industry practices, which 
recommend changing firms 
every six years. The new 
firm is Gilbert Associates 
Inc., which submitted the 
highest bid, $156,100 over 
three years. It was $1300 
higher than the next high-
est bidder, Christy White 
Associates, at $154,800. 
Christy White has been the 
district's auditor for the past 

six years.
The Gilbert firm was rec-

ommended by a committee 
of eight members, with some 
district financial staff and 
others, including a financial 
consultant, who is a parent 
in the district.

Thom Gilbert, a principal 
in Gilbert Associates, told 
the board that the fee will 
include being available to 
assist formation of a district 
audit committee.

As outlined by Gilbert, 
the panel's goals will be to 
increase transparency and 
advise the board. The size of 
the audit committee should 
be from three to five persons. 
Membership should include 
no more than two board 
members, and it would also 
be "nice to have an outside 
member," and even a couple 
of more, to add to transpar-
ency, said Gilbert. 

Gilbert said that to fill the 
role of an outside member, 
his firm usually looks for 
a CPA in the local com-
munity who has knowledge 
of auditing governmental 
financial statements. "They 
are unique," said Gilbert.

On another item, the 
board unanimously ap-
proved a second and final 
reading of an update to board 
policy and administrative 
regulations concerning sex-
ual harassment. The update 
retains previous language, 
and adds some new text 
that is in model language 
set forth by the California 
School Boards Association.

The additions bring more 
specific language to the 
policy, said Assistant Su-
perintendent of Human Re-
sources Bill Faraghan. These 
add more information about 
offensive behaviors and the 
responsibilities of all super-
visory employees.

Ragin’ Cajun with its 
Mardi Gras theme will 
transport revelers to a 
a festive carnival atmo-
sphere as the event por-
trays a Carnival in Rio. 
The gale offers music, 
dancing, a gourmet din-
ner, live and silent auc-
tions, and more on Friday, 
March 6, 2015, 6:00 to 11 
p.m. at Casa Real at Ruby 
Hill Winery, 410 Vineyard 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

Ragin’ Cajun is the 
annual fundraiser event 
for the Sandra J Wing 
Healing Therapies Foun-
dation, a non-profit or-
ganization that provides 
cancer patients in the East 
Bay Tri-Valley area with 
financial assistance for 
complementary healing 
services during the course 
of their chemo and/or ra-
diation therapy that are not 
covered by insurance.

In its first year, the San-
dra J. Wing Healing Ther-
apies Foundation helped 
12 cancer patients, and 
in just a few short years, 
that number has grown 
substantially. 

Through generous sup-
port from donors and local 
businesses, as well as fun-
draisers like Ragin’ Cajun, 
they are proud to report 
that they have helped over 
550 cancer patients.  The 
youngest beneficiary is 4 

Carnival Gala Cancer Fundraiser 
Event Scheduled for March 6

and the oldest is 87.
The following are tes-

timonials from grant re-
cipients:

 “I want to say thank 
you and tell you how I have 
benefitted from healing 
therapies. I decided to try 
acupuncture. My cancer 
decreased significantly. 
Your grant, I believe, al-
lowed me to get treatment 
I could not have afforded 
otherwise. I believe my 
doctor will be pleasantly 
surprised next week when 
I see him.” —Judy S., 
Livermore, CA 

“Thank you so much for 
your generous grant. I have 
been using it for massage 
therapies. I can’t tell you 
how helpful the massages 
have been. Your grant and 
support is such a blessing.” 
—Georgia D., Dublin, CA 

“Thank you so much for 
the grant that enables me to 
receive acupressure during 
my radiation treatment. It 
definitely improved my 
quality of life. I was actu-
ally surprised how well the 
acupressure worked. I’ll be 
forever grateful.” —Sue 
B., San Ramon, CA 

“Thank you so much 
for your gift of healing 
therapies during my time 
of need. Words cannot 
express the comfort, peace 
and relaxation they pro-
vided to me.” —JoAnn S., 
Pleasanton, CA 

Tickets for Ragin’ Ca-
jun are available online at 
http://www.healingthera-
piesfoundation.org or by 
calling (866) 862-7270. 

Those who can't attend 
the event, please consider 
purchasing a ticket for a 
beneficiary or make a do-
nation to the organization.
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By Carol Graham
When Lori Harsch 

read a newspaper article 
about last year's MATH-
COUNTS Competition, 
she noticed the school 
her children attend hadn't 
participated. 

"I'm a Licensed Profes-
sional Mechanical En-
gineer, and have always 
had a love for math and 
mentoring," said Harsch. 
"I spoke with Our Savior 
Lutheran School's Princi-
pal Evan Anwyl, middle 
school math teachers, 
and the Parent-Teacher 
Organization about form-
ing a MATHCOUNTS 
Competition team. I'm 
very proud of our 2015 
MATHCOUNTS students 
for breaking the path for 
future teams."

Livermore's 19th annual 
MATHCOUNTS Competi-
tion took place on Janu-
ary 10th at Granada High 
School, with 118 students 
from seven middle schools 
participating. MATH-
COUNTS, a national 
middle school coaching 
and competitive math-
ematics program, promotes 
achievement through a 
series of fun and engaging 
bee-style contests. 

"This is a fantastic, 
well-structured program 
that fosters a love of math 
through friendly competi-
tion and camaraderie built 
on mutual subject-matter 
interest," said Principal 
Anwyl. "I am impressed 
that so many Livermore 
students voluntarily and 
joyfully participated in the 

program and dedicated a 
Saturday to an academic 
area."

Participants came 
from Junction Avenue 
K-8 School, Mendenhall 
Middle School, Chris-
tensen Middle School, East 
Avenue Middle School, 
Livermore Valley Char-
ter School, Our Savior 
Lutheran School, and Joe 
Michell K-8 School. 

"I hope students under-
stand that sometimes it's 
good to take on challenges 
that push our limits, and 
that competitive math can 
be fun," said Ezgi Booth, 
Ph.D., a math coach at Mi-
chell. "MATHCOUNTS is 
not only great for improv-
ing math skills, but is also 
a great way to enhance 
social skills and build 
friendships through team 
work."

Each participating 
school has a National Math 
Club, formerly called the 
MATHCOUNTS Club 
Program. The club is an 
inclusive math-enrichment 
program that takes place ei-
ther before or after school. 
Club leaders - parents, 
teachers and volunteers - 
are provided with needed 
resources and materials. 

"It's so much fun to 
work with kids who are 
fired up and excited by 
math," said Livermore 
Valley Charter School math 
coach Heather Smith. "We 
meet weekly to play math 
games and work on logical 
problem solving. I hope 
that my students take away 
a love of learning and a 

passion for problem solv-
ing that will carry them 
to high school and higher 
education."

Often, middle school 
students are at a critical 
juncture in which their 
love for mathematics must 
be nurtured or their fear 
of mathematics must be 
overcome. The non-profit 
MATHCOUNTS Founda-
tion strives to engage stu-
dents of all abilities and 
interest levels in fun, chal-
lenging math programs 
that will lay a foundation 
for future success. 

"The Math Club offers 
a fun, non-threatening en-
vironment to learn about 
math. Students who come 
regularly really enjoy it," 
said Junction math coach 
Jenifer Youd. "Students 
gain a better number 
sense, and learn tricks for 
how to solve problems 
quickly, different methods 
for solving problems, and 
how often math is used in 
real life."

Youd added that since 
only one Junction 6th 
grader participated in 
this year's competition, 
he joined a team from 
another school. 

"The team ended up 
getting 2nd place and he 
was so excited! It was 
great to see him go up to 
receive his medal and get 
pictures taken with the 
Mayor of Livermore," 
said Youd.

"While the competi-
tion is exciting and we do 
declare a winner, every 
student who participates 

in MATHCOUNTS is a 
winner," said Ted Perry, 
who helped organize 
Livermore's first MATH-
COUNTS Competition 
and has been involved 
ever since. "I've had many 
students come back and 
tell me that it was MATH-
COUNTS that stimulated 
their interest in math and 
science. These students 
have gone on to become 
scientists, engineers, doc-
tors and math teachers."

Yet, added Smith, "You 
do not have to be Albert 
Einstein to join MATH-
COUNTS. If you like 
math, want to learn more 
each week and spend time 
with other students who 
like math too, then join!"

"It's awesome to see so 
many young people inter-
ested in and having fun 
with math," said Harsch. 
"I hope they keep that 
spark going, have fun, and 
tell lots of math and geek 

jokes! My children are in 
first and third grades at Our 
Savior; I hope to continue 
to build the program so that 
when they get to middle 
school, they can have a 
super experience as well."

2015 MATHCOUNTS 
Competition results, in 
order beginning with 1st 
place: 

6th Grade Individual 
Awards: Max Prisbrey 
(LVCS), Henry Wang 
(MMS), Aiden Bartlett 
(EAMS), Alicia Zhang 
(EAMS), Kengo Suzuki 
(LVCS). 

7th/8th Grade Individual 
Awards: Andy Lau (LVCS), 
Eustyn Trinh (MMS), Paul 
Chirica (MMS), Ashley 
Zhuang (LVCS), Quinn 
Loach (MMS), Andrew 
Costello (MMS), Aidan 
Epperly (CMS), Matthew 
Larson (MMS), Lara Ser-
ben (CMS), Richard Jing 
(EAMS).

6th Grade Team Awards: 

1st place - Henry Wang, 
Gianna De Mayo, Molly 
MacLaren and Adam 
Laurence (MMS); 2nd 
place - Andrew Tantzen 
(JAS), Ashley Emmanuele, 
Bobby Hamm and Alicia 
Zhang (EAMS); 3rd place - 
Kengo Suzuki, Neha Meda, 
Max Prisbrey and Navitha 
Madineni (LVCS). 

7th/8th Grade Team 
Awards: 1st place - Andy 
Lau, Ashley Zhuang, Rit-
wik Aluri, Nathan Prisbrey 
(LVCS); 2nd place - Eustyn 
Trinh, Paul Chirica, Aidan 
Ackerman, Quinn Loach 
(MMS); 3rd place - Lara 
Serben, Aidan Epperly, 
Praneeth Nandamuri and 
John Vo (CMS). 

(LVCS - Livermore 
Valley Charter School; 
MMS - Mendenhall Middle 
School; EAMS - East 
Avenue Middle School; 
JAS - Junction Avenue K-8 
School; CMS - Christensen 
Middle School)

Training of first responders on the hazards of actual 
radiological and nuclear threats has been challenged by 
the difficulties of adequately representing those threats. 

 Training against such threats would involve using haz-
ardous, highly radioactive materials, experiencing actual 
radiation doses in training, or requiring the distribution 
of radioactive material over a large geographical area. To 
avoid these issues in exercises to train responders, sur-
rogate radioactive materials have historically been used. 
However, these materials do not completely represent real 
threats due to their non-hazardous size and inability to be 
geographically distributed.

 Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) 
researchers have solved the problem by developing a 
new technology that provides realistic radiation detection 
training by directly injecting simulated radiation signals 
into the analog amplifier of the real detectors used by first 
responders and inspectors. The Spectroscopic Injection 
Pulser (SIP) will yield training results that are indistin-
guishable by detection instruments from actual radiation 
sources.

 This technology simulates the presence of live radio-
active sources by providing instrument responses such as 
count rates, energy fingerprints (spectra) and dose rates. 
Such responses would normally only occur if the instru-
ments were close to a real radiation source.

 Depending on the user’s requirements, training goals 
and radiation scenarios, high-fidelity synthetic radiation 
data are developed and transmitted to the SIP, which can 
be attached to the exterior or integrated into actual instru-
ments. The location of the instrument and time of mea-
surement are used to calculate the expected signal from 
an actual radiation source, and that signal is injected into 
the detection instrument pulse-by-pulse, just as would be 
observed by the instrument in a real operation.

 With the SIP running in parallel to the instrument, 
the background environment also would be measured, as 
would be the case in a real response. This provides first 
responders with a much more realistic experience.

 After training, the SIP can either be switched off or re-
moved from the system’s exterior, returning the radiation 
detector to normal operations.

The LLNL Spectroscopic Injection Pulser prototype directly injects signals into radiation detection equipment, 
exactly like a real radiation source. This laboratory-scale prototype will support miniaturization to something 
near the size of a cellphone.

 
 The SIP’s wireless communication capabilities can 

provide trainers with broader command and control 
options often needed during an exercise. For example, 
instructors can observe the actions of team members 
as they deal with realistic scenarios, provide guidance, 
monitor health physics, communicate information and 
data to command centers and deliver technical real-time 
reach-back guidance. For certain training scenarios, 
virtual samples could be collected and transmitted to a 
laboratory for analysis.

 “This technology could dramatically improve re-
sponder preparedness against more realistic scenarios 

including better representation of the actual hazards 
while not requiring those same responders to become, 
for example, certified radioactive or other hazardous 
material handlers,” said Steven Kreek, leader of the 
Nuclear Detection and Countermeasures R&D Program 
in LLNL’s Global Security Directorate and part of the 
Lab team that invented the technology. “By working di-
rectly with instrument manufacturers, we’re hoping they 
will design future response instrumentation to interface 
directly with our SIP.”

 The other team members include Mark Cunningham 
(principal investigator), Greg White, T.R. Koncher and 
William Dunlop.

Competition Helps Students 
Develop a Love for Math

Radioactive Detention Training without Using Radioactive Materials

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Students from Mendenhall Middle School in Livermore relaxed during a recess in 
the competition (upper left). The other two photos show students working to solve 
the problems.
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Registration Opens for
Pleasanton Run for Education

It’s time to run, walk or push a stroller to www.ppierun.
com to sign up for Pleasanton’s family-focused fitness 
fundraiser. 

The 3rd Annual Pleasanton Run for Education, benefit-
ting the Pleasanton Partnerships in Education Foundation 
(PPIE), takes place Sunday April 12, 2015. ClubSport 
Pleasanton returns as Title Sponsor. All races begin and end 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. 

This year’s race offers two new distances to challenge 
everyone- from the casual walker, to the novice runner, 
to those training for their first marathon. In lieu of a half 
marathon option, the 3rd Annual Run for Education offers 
three race distances: 5K, 10K and 15K. The Kids’ Challenge 
for ages 12 & under has also expanded and will offer two 
distances: 1/2K and 1K. 

“Feedback from participants, including seasoned run-
ners, indicated an interest in training-focused distances,” 
said Run Director Kelly French. “It can be difficult to locate 
intermediate distance races. We wanted to offer options 
for walkers and runners who want to stretch beyond their 
comfort zone but don’t feel ready for a half marathon.” 

 French said the new distances align with PPIE's goal 
of hosting a family-focused, inclusive event. Participants 
can walk or run the 5K or the 10K – or better yet, add them 
together for the 15K.

PPIE welcomes back A Change of Pace Foundation to 
handle registration and timing, and Ready Go! Events joins 
the effort this year as the official race management company. 

ClubSport Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley Triathalon Club 
return this year with pre-race training opportunities. Club-
Sport members who register for the race can take advantage 
of their race training programs by calling 925-463-2822. 
TVTC training programs begin February 1, 2015, and any-
one interested can find out more at www.trivalleytriclub.
com, or email ppierun@trivalleytriclub.com.

Last year, the event raised over $80,000 in net proceeds, 
all of which benefitted the Pleasanton schools. This year, 
the committee’s goal is to raise $100,000. 

“With 2,700 entrants last year, participation grew by 
50%,” explained French. “We are hoping the momentum 
continues to help us reach our $100,000 goal.” 

To register to run, volunteer or sponsor the event, please 
visit www.ppierun.com. To learn more about PPIE, please 
visit www.ppie.org.

CYO Basketball
St. Michael/St. Charles (SM/SC) 

fourth grade boys’ CYO basketball 
team, Supersonics, played a very 
exciting game this past weekend. The 
boys battled hard exhibiting excellent 
passing and dribbling skills, while also 
playing excellent defense.  Owen Om-
weg made numerous steals in mid-air, 
jumping up and grabbing the ball as it 
traveled to the opposing team. He also 
played excellent defense, preventing 
the other team from scoring, and also 
made some nice shots. Ethan Trogdon 
played excellent man-to-man defense, 
and hustled throughout the game, 
making excellent passes along with 
some great steals. Eric Spruiell played 
a strong and aggressive game from 
the first buzzer to the final seconds. 
Eric never gave up, staying on his 
man, preventing shots and passes, and 
getting open so he could retrieve the 
ball and make some shots. 

LALL Tryouts
Livermore American Little 

League is holding make-up tryouts 
Saturday, January 24th.  Register 
now.  Visit www.livermoreamerican.
com for more details.

LGSA Registration
Livermore Girls Softball Associa-

tion welcomes all Livermore girls aged 
5-18, no experience necessary. Online 
registration is still open for   T-Ball 
and 7U age groups at Livermore-
GirlsSoftball.org. Visit the website or 
email info@LivermoreGirlsSoftball.
org for more information.

Mavericks 12U 
Fastpitch 

The 12U Travel Softball Program 
is scheduling tryouts for an experi-
enced pitcher to join the 2015 Team, 
eligible players must have a 2002/2003 
birthdate. Winter conditioning and 
development program is already in 
session. To schedule a tryout please 
call Mgr. Santiago at 650 922-2165 or 
email mavssoftball121@gmail.com.

Extreme 14U Fastpitch
NorCal Extreme Softball has a 

couple of spots available on the 14U 
Livermore spring team.  Players must 
have a 2000 or later birthdate. To 
schedule a tryout please email  Kc at  
tap2572@gmail.com

Photo - Doug Jorgensen 

Music students from Christensen Middle School in Livermore performed the school's 
winter concert last week. 
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Comedy Nights 

in Wine Country!

1828 Wetmore Rd
Livermore, CA
925.449.9463

For TICKETS and info please visit our website @ 
www.laspositasvineyards.com/happenings.html 

Join us at Las Positas Vineyards for 
our new Saturday night comic series! 
February 7th & 28th
March 7th & 21st
April 4th & 18th

Reserve Our Lovely 
Grounds for Your 

Special Celebration 
or Wedding

(925) 447-8941 
1356 S. Livermore Ave.

Open 7 days a week 
12-4:30pm

Four former Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
(LLNL) scientists and engineers were inducted this week 
into the Laboratory’s Entrepreneurs’ Hall of Fame (EHF) 
on Jan. 20.

This year's iunductees are Martin Casado, Bill Colston, 
Fred Milanovich, and David Tuckerman. The group of 
former Lab researchers, who represent the second class of 
inductees into the Lab’s EHF, will be honored for devel-
oping technologies during or after their Lab careers that 
created major economic impacts and spawned important 
new companies.

The entrepreneurs will be presented with plaques com-
memorating their induction into the Entrepreneurs’ Hall of 
Fame by Lab Director Bill Goldstein during a ceremony at 
the Livermore Valley Open Campus.

“The story of the Lab’s contributions to U.S. economic 
competitiveness is told through the careers and accom-
plishments of these four individuals and by our first class 
of 15 inductees,” said Roger Werne, the deputy director 
of LLNL’s Industrial Partnerships Office and founder of 
the EHF.

“The bottom line is that by researching the careers of 
these scientists and engineers, we have uncovered the un-
told story of the Lab’s contributions to the U.S. economy,” 
Werne added.

Between them, this year’s four inductees initially started 
three different companies – an Internet security company, a 
biomedical company that advanced personalized medicine 
and a microchip firm.

The first class of 15 former Lab scientists and engineers 
who were installed in the EHF were honored in 2012 as part 
of the Laboratory’s 60th anniversary celebration.

Together, those 15 researchers started 23 companies and 
developed about 50 products. The software developed by 
one of those engineers, John Hallquist, enabled computer-
ized automobile crash simulation, which currently saves 
that industry about $14 billion a year in cost avoidance.

Four of the companies – Cepheid, Digital Globe, 
Valid Logic/Cadence Design and Rambus – founded or 
co-founded by six of the initial inductees have a current 
valuation of more than $10 billion.

It is anticipated that new classes of members for the 
Lab’s EHF will be inducted every two to four years, ac-
cording to Werne.

• Computer scientist Martin Casado, who worked at the 
Lab from 1998 to 2003, revolutionized the information 
technology world when he developed software-defined 
networking (SDN), a means of decoupling data from physi-
cal computer networks.

When the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 turned the nation’s 

Livermore Cinemas
strange magic (pg)     12:00 2:20 4:45 7:05 9:30
mortdecai (r)       1:15 4:05 6:45 9:20
boy next door (r)      12:30 2:50 5:15 7:25 9:45
american sniper (r)-cc     12:10 1:10 3:25 4:25 6:40 8:00 9:55
paddington (pg)        11:55 2:20 4:45 7:05 9:30
wedding ringer (r)        1:35 4:20 7:05 9:50 
taken 3 (pg13)         1:20 4:15 7:20 10:00 
selma (pg13)         12:30 3:40 6:50 9:50
night at the museum: secret of the tomb (pg) 12:10 2:30 4:50 7:15 9:40
into the woods (pg)      1:05 4:05 7:00 9:55
wild (r)        12:40 4:00 6:55 9:40 
unbroken (pg13)         12:05 6:45
blackhat (r)           3:45 9:45 
preview jan. 29:    the loft (r)     8:00
    project almanac (pg13)    7:00 9:30
    black or white (pg13)    7:00 9:45

Hikes Planned
Following events offered 

by Save Mount Diablo:
Morgan Territory Hike, 

Sat.,  January 24, 9:00 a.m. 
to Noon. Explore the Diablo 
wilderness through one of 
our most important natural 
resources, the Marsh Creek 
Watershed.  Water is criti-
cal for plants and wildlife 
alike and Marsh Creek is 
the second longest and least 
disturbed creek in Contra 
Costa County.  

Hikes fill up fast, so 
please RSVP to smdinfo@
savemountdiablo.org or 
(925) 947-3535.

Mangini Ranch, Satur-
day, January 31, 9:00 a.m. to 
Noon. Visit a secret spring 
and keep your eyes out for 
bobcats and coyotes looking 
for breakfast, burrowing 
owls, quail, and many other 
feathered friends on our 
monthly Family Hike. Our 
208-acre Mangini Ranch 
property includes the head-
waters of Galindo Creek 
with rolling grasslands, 
oaks, buckeyes, and a rare 
desert olive grove. RSVP to 
smdinfo@savemountdiablo.
org or (925) 947-3535.

Not Going to College
"But I Don’t Wanna Go 

to College," is the title of 
a presentation planned for 
Mon., Jan. 26 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the  Rincon Branch of 
Livermore Public Library, 
725 Rincon Avenue off Por-
tola Avenue

A panel of Las Positas 
College and apprentice pro-
gram representatives  will 
inform interested students 
about options to the tradi-
tional four-year colleges and 
universities.  In addition, 
there will be information 
about local scholarship sup-
port from Pedrozzi Scholar-
ship Foundation.

Grief Support
Hope Hospice offers 

the Grief Journeys support 
group. This group meets 
weekly for eight weeks and 
welcomes people grieving 

the death of someone im-
portant to them.  Sessions 
are Wednesdays, February 
4 through March 25, 2015 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

There is no charge for 
family members of for-
mer Hope Hospice patients. 
Community members are 
asked to pay a fee of $80 for 
all eight weeks.

Before participating in 
the grief support services, 
please attend an informa-
tional interview with a grief 
support provider. Enroll-
ment is limited. Call Hope 
Hospice’s Grief Support 
Center at (925) 829-8770 or 
(510) 439-4917 to schedule 
your appointment. 

For more information 
about Hope Hospice and our 
Grief Support Center visit 
www.HopeHospice.com. 

Bella Rosa Ball
The Rotarian Foundation 

of Livermore invites Tri-
Valley residents to attend the 
Bella Rosa Ball with their 
special someone on Febru-
ary, 14, 2015 from 6 – 10:30 
pm at the new event center 
at the Garre Winery at 7986 
Tesla Road in Livermore.  

The Ball, which is a 
Foundation fundraiser for 
Axis Community Health 
programs, features a deli-
cious three-course gourmet 
meal with choice of entree, a 
glass of champagne or wine, 
dessert, and an evening of 
dancing to the Cool Tones 
Big Band.  Tickets are only 
$125 per person.  Enjoy a 
memorable Valentine’s Day 
and make a difference in 
your community.

For more details and an 
online registration link, just 
visit rotarianfoundationliv-
ermore.org.  To learn more 
about the numerous local 
services provided by Axis 
Community Health, visit 
www.axishealth.org.

Milestone Adoption
Ravioli, a twelve-week-

old long-haired tabby kit-
ten, weighs a meager three 
pounds. But he has the im-

pressive distinction of being 
the 30,000th pet adopted 
from ARF since the organi-
zation’s founding in 1991.

Ravioli was turned in to 
a local public animal shel-
ter as a stray when he was 
just a few weeks old. Due 
to his age and vulnerable 
condition, he was at risk 
for euthanasia before ARF 
stepped in and rescued him. 
The little kitten spent time in 
an ARF foster home before 
being placed for adoption at 
ARF. He was chosen by his 
new guardian on January 10.

ARF has been rescuing 
abandoned animals from 
overcrowded public shelters 
for 24 years, since Tony La 
Russa rescued a cat from 
the ball field while he was 
managing the Oakland A’s, 
and was inspired by his wife 
Elaine to start ARF. In 2014, 
2,280 cats and dogs found 
homes through the Walnut 
Creek-based organization.

ARF’s core mission is 
the rescue of dogs and cats 
who have run out of time at 
public shelters, giving them 
a chance at life until a new 
home can be found.   http://
www.arf.net

Blood Donations
In honor of Black History 

Month this February, and 
in the spirit of Dr. Charles 
Drew, an African-Ameri-
can surgeon who was the 
first medical director of the 
American Red Cross and 
a modern blood-banking 
pioneer, eligible donors as 
diverse as the patients who 
need their blood donations 
are encouraged to give blood 
to ensure a sufficient blood 
supply. 

Blood from a donor with 
a similar ethnic background 
as that of the patient is less 
likely to cause complica-
tions, particularly for those 
patients whose chronic 
conditions require repeated 
transfusions. Sickle cell 
disease is one such chronic 
condition affecting as many 
as 100,000 people in the 
United States. 

Prior to transfusion, 
blood type and Rh factor 
are matched between do-
nated blood and the patient 
in need. In some cases, ad-
ditional red cell markers 
in donated blood must be 
matched, as well. These 
markers are best found in 
blood from donors of a simi-
lar ethnicity. 

With seasonal flu and 
inclement winter weather 
preventing many regular 
donors from giving, the Red 
Cross urges healthy, eligible 
donors to make an appoint-
ment to donate blood in the 
coming days and weeks. All 
blood types are currently 
needed to help maintain a 
diverse and sufficient blood 
supply, especially types O 
negative, A negative and B 
negative.

To learn more about do-
nating blood, including lo-
cations and times,  and to 
schedule an appointment, 
download the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit 
redcrossblood.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Healthy Eating
Healthy Eating Habits: 

simplifying family meal 
times and overcoming sugar 
craving is the topic of a 
program to be presented at 
the Pleasanton Library on 
Thurs., Jan. 29.

Julie Emmett will discuss 
the topic starting at 7 p.m. in 
the library meeting room.

She will offer informa-
tion on facts about clean eat-
ing, ways to eat well that will 
not break the bank, how to 
enlist the family in the pro-
cess of helping make meal 
time fun again, and ways to 
save time in the process.

There is no admission 
charge. No registration is 
required. The library is lo-

cated at 400 Old Bernal in 
Pleasanton.   

For information, call 
(925) 931-3400.

Food Donated
New Leaf Community 

Markets in Pleasanton and 
partner Smart Chicken® do-
nated 695 pounds of  Smart 
Chicken to the Alameda 
Food Bank. For every ten 
pounds of Smart Chicken 
purchased at New Leaf dur-
ing the month of Novem-
ber, New Leaf donated one 
pound to the food bank.

During the annual holi-
day food drive, held Novem-
ber 4 – December 31, New 
Leaf Community Markets’ 
customers donated $39,753 
at the cash register to area 
food banks.  New Leaf 
contributed some matching 
funds. $4,923 of the total 
was donated to Alameda 
Food Bank, providing over 
9,850 meals for families in 
need in Alameda County.

For more information 
about New Leaf’s giving 
programs, visit www.new-
leaf.com/community. For 
more information about the 
Alameda Food Bank, visit 
www.alamedafoodbank.org.

Donations Needed 
The American Cancer 

Society Discovery Shop 
in Pleasanton is request-
ing donations of necklaces, 
bracelets rings and watches 
as well as women’s acces-
sories for its annual jewelry 
event “Glitter and Glamour” 
on April 17-19, 2015. 

Donations are accepted at 
the shop during open hours: 
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5; 
Sun 12-5. 

The Discovery Shop is 
located at 1989-E Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. Contact 
Kelley Meno at 925-462-
7374 for more information. 

All proceeds benefit the 
American Cancer Society’s 
programs of research, educa-
tion, service and advocacy.

 
 

Four Researchers to Be Inducted into Lawrence 
Livermore Laboratory Entrepreneurs' Hall of Fame

attention to homeland security, the Lab tapped Casado to 
be the technical lead of a classified program focused on as-
sessing the susceptibility of secure networks to cyberattacks.

Casado and his team concluded that the physical nature 
of computer networks fundamentally undermined security, 
as a hacker only had to clear the outer perimeter shielding 
a network. Casado set out to eliminate this vulnerability by 
creating an impenetrable computer network.

Leaving LLNL to seek his Ph.D. at Stanford University, 
Casado used his graduate education to study how to make 
computer networks as flexible as computer programs. With 
SDN, data could move through a system according to the 
instructions of a computer application rather than the dictates 
of a physical network.

Casado and a team of Stanford University computer 
scientists created the initial open source code for OpenFlow 
– a platform that allows anyone to decouple data from a 
hardware network – and Open vSwitch, a virtual switch 
that helps programmers direct data traffic over a network.

At the same time, Casado and his team founded Nicira 
Networks, a company that developed computer applications 
for SDN and network virtualization. Nicira’s innovations 
attracted international attention and, in 2012, the firm was 
purchased by virtual machine giant VMware.

Casado is continuing efforts to upgrade computer net-
working security, not only for the computer industry, but for 
banking, retail, health care and homeland security.

• In 2008, Bill Colston, a nearly 19-year Lab employee, 
and Fred Milanovich, a 33-year Lab employee, left LLNL 
to found QuantaLife Inc., a Pleasanton-based company 
focused on deploying sensitive and accurate genetic testing 
technology.

In collaboration with Milanovich and other experts, 
Colston developed QuantaLife’s hallmark product, the 
Droplet Digital PCR (polymerase chain reaction), an anti-
bioterrorism technology that was converted into medical 
applications.

The Droplet Digital PCR’s ability to split a genetic 
sample into thousands of equivalent droplets that could be 
run through a traditional DNA testing system empowered 
medical researchers and diagnosticians to more accurately 
quantify the prevalence of genetic material in a given 
sample.

By dividing a sample into smaller samples, the Droplet 
Digital PCR amplifies rare-event DNA that would otherwise 
be lost in the background of a traditional PCR test.

It is believed that the technology developed by Quanta-
Life researchers will ultimately provide digital diagnostic 
solutions to unmet clinical needs in oncology, infectious 
disease management and reproductive medicine.

This innovation netted later versions of the Droplet 
Digital PCR the “SelectScience Scientists Choice Award 
for Best New Life Sciences Product” in 2013 and earned 
QuantaLife the title of the “most promising company” at 
the Personalized Medicine World Conference in 2010.

In 2011, Bio-Rad Laboratories Inc., a biomedical tech-
nology company, purchased QuantaLife.

During his Lab career, Colston quickly rose to leadership 
positions, including heading the Biodefense Knowledge 
Center and serving as leader of the Chemical and Biologi-
cal Countermeasures Division. He published more than 60 
articles, secured 13 U.S. patents and received three R&D 
100 awards.

During Milanovich’s Lab career, he led projects in the 
Environmental Science Division, the Laser Program and 
the Chemistry Department. He eventually directed the 
Lab’s Chemical and Biological National Security Program, 
helping coordinate the development of sensors that could 
detect biological agents and exposure to disease outbreaks. 
In 2002, he was named an LLNL Edward Teller Fellow.

• While pursuing his Ph.D. in electrical engineering at 
Stanford University and working at LLNL, David Tucker-
man masterminded the development of a process called 
microchannel cooling.

This technology circulates coolant through a network 
of tiny chambers to draw heat away from computer chips. 
His work unleashed a new approach for leveling operat-
ing temperatures for computer components, the effects of 
which are still transforming supercomputers and mobile 
devices today.

As a physicist and project leader at LLNL, Tuckerman 
managed R&D programs examining laser processing of 
semiconductors, electronic packaging and interconnection, 
spaceborne solid-state memory and X-ray optics.

In 1989, Tuckerman co-founded nCHIP, Inc., a technol-
ogy company that developed enhanced microchips and 
multi-chip module systems. As the firm’s chief technical 
officer, he secured numerous patents and oversaw the 
growth of the company into a multimillion dollar enterprise.

nCHIP’s success attracted worldwide attention and in 
1995, Tuckerman and his team administered the sale of 
nCHIP to Flextronics International Ltd.

In 2003, Tuckerman joined Tessera Technologies Inc. as 
senior vice president and chief technical officer, using his 
expertise in electronic packaging to direct R&D activities 
within the company.

In 2009, Tuckerman left Tessera to found an indepen-
dent technical consultancy firm – Tuckerman & Associates 
Inc. – that helps venture capitalists and industrial clients 
advance their ideas into reality.

 
 



 Jack is not only survived 
by his wife, children and 
grandchildren, but also his 
sister Judy (Jim) of Ferndale, 
WA and his brother Richard 
of Castro Valley, CA.  He is 
preceded in death by his par-
ents. There will be a celebra-
tion of his life in the future 
for all family and friends.

 Thanks to caregivers and 
friends that supported Jack 
in his final adventure. Dona-
tions can be made to ACE 
Hospice: 85 Moraga Way 
#100, Orinda, CA 94563; 
Castle Air Museum Resto-
ration: 5050 Santa Fe Ave, 
Atwater, CA 95301; or to a 
charity of your choice.  

In Loving Memory of
Marc T. Catron
May 9, 1954-Oct. 4, 2013

Marc Timothy Catron 
passed away October 4, 
2013 in Cameron Park, CA, 
after a shot bout with pancre-

atic can-
cer. He 
was 59.

With 
h i s 
family, 
M a r c 
m o v e d 
t o 
L i v e r -
more in 
the mid-
60s and 
went to 

School at 5th Street, East 
Avenue and Livermore High 
schools, graduating in 1972. 
He graduated from Las Posi-
tas College and worked in 
Saudi Arabia doing contract 
work for Litton in Santa 
Clara.

Marc married Jeneen 
Shay on San Francisco Bay 
in 1989 and in the following 
years moved to Deer Park, 
Washington. There, Marc 
worked for Hewlett-Packard 
in Liberty Lake, WA. It was 
during their nine year stay 
in Washington that their 
daughters were born.

Since his teen years, Marc 
had a passion for sailing, so 
many summers were spent 
on the waters of Del Valle 
Lake, Lake Merritt, and San 
Francisco Bay, as his boats 
got bigger, with friends and 
often his Dachshund pal 
Cleo. He enjoyed flying too 

Kim Pok, to whom he was 
married for 18 years until 
his passing.  On retirement 
from LLNL, David relo-
cated to his ranch in Glenn 
County, California, where he 
spent the rest of his life as a 
cattleman.

David had a number of 
hobbies and activities in 
addition to his career.  He 
enjoyed sailing, orchards 
and grafting, gardening, mu-
sic, and tutoring in math and 
science. In Glenn County, he 
attended the local commu-
nity church and was active 
in community affairs during 
this time.

David is survived by his 
wife, Sun Kim Pok Wood, 
his two sons, Charles and 
Thomas, his brother Don, 
and two grandchildren, Erin 
and Catherine.

A celebration of his life 
was held at the Elk Creek 
Community Church on No-
vember 9, 2014.  A graveside 
service will be held at the 
Alamo Cemetery, Danville, 
on January 23, at 11:00 am, 
for family and friends.

Jack Dennis Robson
Jan. 16, 1942 – Jan.16, 2015
Resident of Livermore, CA

 Jack was born in Denver, 
Colorado to John and Min-
nie Robson. At the age of 7, 
he moved with his family to 

Berke-
l e y , 
C A . 
J a c k 
gradu-
a t e d 
f r o m 
Berke-
l e y 
H i g h 
in 1960 
& Oak-
l a n d 

City College with an AA de-
gree and aircraft mechanics 
licenses in 1963. He worked 
as an aircraft mechanic for a 
short while and then joined 
the Air Force as a Weapons 
Fire Control Technician 
on the F-102 from 1963 to 
1967. After his time in the 
service he worked at Law-
rence Livermore National 
Lab as a Sr. Associate Me-
chanical Technician. He al-
ways said that he could have 
never found a better job.

 Jack retired from the 
Lab in 2001 and went on to 
enjoy his time as a volunteer 
at the Castle Air Museum in 
the Restoration Dept for 13 
years, where he made many 
good friends. 

Jack found the love of 
his life, Donna Sparkman, 
in 1970 and they married. 
They had two children, Eric 
(Cheryl) and Wendy (Matt). 
There are four grandchil-
dren, Lance and Sienna 
Robson, Mia and Silas West-
camp.

transportation for those 
rainy mornings, yard duty 
at every school, counselor’s 
office helper at Livermore 
High School and on-call 
chef -  were just a few of 
the “jobs” that Jan held for 
her kids.

Jan’s hobbies were al-
ways centered around help-
ing others.  She was a proud 
member and past President 
of the XI RHO OMEGA 
chapter of the Beta Sigma 
Phi Sorority.  The Emblem 
Club at the Livermore Elks 
Lodge was another of Jan’s 
passions.  There were many 
dinners, events, fashion 
shows, crab feeds and par-
ties that you could find Jan 
in the kitchen preparing 
her famous clam chowder.  
Watching her coordinate a 
group of volunteers to feed 
a couple hundred people 
was truly amazing.  Another 
of her hobbies was making 
baby blankets.  If she knew 
you had a baby, you own one 
of her blankets.  Jan was in-
strumental in the founding of 
Fuel Injection Corporation 
in 1987 and was active in its 
operation until her passing.  

In addition to her family, 
Jan loved animals.  There 
were many squirrels, rac-
coons and blue jays that got 
fat for the winter from Jan’s 
feeder.  Her care for her 
dogs was legendary.  There 
were also many times that a 
friend or acquaintance who 
was alone or down on their 
luck would show up at Jan’s 
table.  There was always 
enough food and room for 
one more.

Jan passed away peace-
fully on January 8th, 2015 
surrounded by her family.  
Survived by her daughter 
Kathy (children Max and 
Xavier) son Bobby (wife 
Shannon, children Sierra, 
Bailey and Taylor) sibling 
Joan Harty, many cousins 
and eight nephews and niec-
es. Preceded in death by both 
of her parents, her brother in 
laws Jerry Harty, Clarence 
(Jerry) Jarrell and her good 
friend Karen Geary.

A Memorial Service will 
be held at 1:00 p.m. Satur-
day, January 24 at the Liver-
more Elks Lodge located 
at 940 Larkspur Drive. A 
Celebration of her life will 
follow.  Interment will be 
at a later date at Roselawn 
Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Jan’s memory 
may be made to the East Bay 
SPCA (www.eastbayspca.
org).

David H. Wood
David H. Wood, longtime 

resident of Livermore and 
Glenn County, passed away 
peacefully in the presence 
of family on November 4, 
2014, in Chico, at the age 
of 83.

David was born in 1931, 
in Berke-
ley, Cali-
fornia, to 
G e o r g e 
and Mae-
vis Wood. 
H e  w a s 
raised on 
the fam-
ily’s ranch 
i n  D a n -
ville, and 

attended Danville Grammar 
School and San Ramon 
Valley High School. After 
graduating from UC Berke-
ley with a degree in Metal-
lurgy, he served two years 
in the Army and worked 2 
years at Battelle Research 
Foundation in Ohio.  He 
married Elizabeth Baker in 
West Virginia in 1958; they 
were married for 35 years.  
They moved to Livermore, 
California, where he worked 
for LLNL for the rest of his 
career while raising their 
family. He later married Sun 

Pam and Ken celebrated 48 
years of marriage.

She is survived by her 
spouse, Ken and her chil-
dren, Kevin, Kenny, Kristi 
and Keith. She and Ken have 
six grandchildren- Alexan-
dra, Sydney, Reese, Nolan, 
Kobe, and Anthony as well 
as a large extended family. 

Although Pam dimin-
ished in stature, she had an 
enormous personality and 
heart.  She was a dedicated 
wife, mother, and grand-
mother.  She had a dynamic 
spirit and a big heart and was 
endeared by all who knew 
her. Pam enjoyed watching 
her grandchildren at their 
sporting events and tried to 
make every game whenever 
possible.  

Pam’s death came much 
too soon. She will be missed 
deeply by her family and 
friends, but her memory will 
be in our hearts as a precious 
keepsake for all.

At her request there will 
be no funeral service. A cel-
ebration of life in her honor 
will take place on Wednes-
day, January 28, 2015 from 
12:00 pm to 2:30 pm at Rob-
ert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Avenue, 
Livermore, CA 94550.

June Kathleen Mayne
Livermore, CA
Oct. 29, 1928 – Jan. 8, 2015

June Mayne was born in 
Warsaw, Illinois. She is sur-

v i v e d 
by two 
sisters, 
Eunice 
W i l -
l i a m s 
a n d 
F a n n y 
F e n -
w i c k .  
June is 
the be-
l o v e d 

mother of five children: 
Rebecca Mayne, Tennessee; 
Greg Mayne, California; 
Debby Barnes, Wisconsin; 
Karen Mayne, Illinois; and 
Patricia Farris, Minnesota.  
She was blessed with eight 
grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.  

June raised her children 
in Peoria, Illinois where 
she worked at Montgomery 
Wards.  She moved to Scott-
sdale, AZ where she worked 
as a hospice in-home care-
giver for Mr. Montgomery 
until 1996 when she moved 
to Livermore, California.  
Her passion was her family 
and helping people; she was 
a member of Cedar Grove 
Community Church for 16 
years and often volunteered 
at the Open Heart Kitchen in 
Livermore.  June’s greatest 
gift was her caring mater-
nal love for her family and 
friends.

Janet Leslie White
Janet Leslie White was 

born October 6, 1942 in St. 
Louis, Missouri to Mary La-
verne (Cleveland) and Wes-
ley Woodrow Rhymer.  Her 

family, 
w h i c h 
includ-
ed  he r 
o l d e r 
s i s t e r 
J o a n 
H a r t y , 
m o v e d 
to Indi-

ana in the late 1950’s where 
she would graduate from 
Richmond High School in 
1960.  Jan met and married 
Robert B. White in 1962 in 
Kansas City, Missouri.  She 
then spent the next 52 years 
devoting her life to her fam-
ily and friends.

Raising and supporting 
her son Robert W. (Bobby) 
and daughter Mary Kath-
ryn (Kathy) White were 
Jan’s highest priority.  Team 
Mother, Den Mother, Girl 
Scout leader, paper route 

Nancy Ellen 
Dyer Shelton

A memorial service cel-
ebrating the life of long-time 
Pleasanton resident Nancy 
Ellen Dyer Shelton will be 
held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 31, 2015 at Center-

p o i n t e 
Presby-
t e r i a n 
Church, 
3 4 1 0 
Corner-
s t o n e 
C o u r t , 
Pleasan-
ton. Mrs. 

Shelton died November 16, 
2014 at the age of 83.

She and her husband, 
Donald, have lived in Pleas-
anton since 1967.

Nancy was born June 
27, 1931 in Salinas to Flo 
and Maurice Dyer.  She 
graduated from Salinas High 
School in 1949 and then UC 
Santa Barbara with a degree 
in Art in 1953.  After mov-
ing to San Francisco, she 
worked at the Emporium as 
an assistant buyer and also 
for Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. as a service 
representative. 

She met Donald Shelton 
in 1958 and they married in 
1959. They lived in Oakland 
for a year, then San Lorenzo 
where they began raising 
their girls, Donna, Cathy, 
and Sarah.  In 1967 the 
family moved to Pleasanton 
where Nancy was primarily 
a homemaker, while holding 
occasional part-time jobs in 
retail and with the American 
Red Cross.

She volunteered at Val-
leyCare Hospital as member 
of the auxiliary for many 
years.  The family enjoyed 
water skiing, their cabin in 
Arnold and cross country 
skiing.  Nancy also loved 
to swim, hike, and enjoyed 
movies, musicals and plays, 
reading, sewing, crafts, and 
snorkeling in Hawaii. 

Nancy was a member of 
Centerpointe Presbyterian 
Church where she served 
as a Deacon and enjoyed 
playing in the bell choir.   
She had close friendships 
with women in her weekly 
Bible study group and en-
joyed keeping in touch with 
friends from high school and 
college. 

She  i s  surv ived  by 
her husband of 55 years, 
Don; her daughters Donna 
Dean (Gene), Cathy Walsh 
(Mark), and Sarah Shelton 
in addition to grandchil-
dren Jessica, Justin, John, 
Colleen, and five great-
grandchildren.

The family prefers con-
tributions in her memory to 
Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark 
Ave., Suite 100, Dublin, CA 
94568. 

Pamela Mercedes Hara
1948 – 2015

 The Hara family regret-
fully announces the passing 
of Pamela Mercedes Hara on 
January 1, 2015 after a cou-

rageous 
b a t t l e 
wi th  a 
serious 
illness. 
P a m 
d i e d 
peace -
fully at 
h o m e , 
s u r -
rounded 

by family. 
Pam was born on Sep-

tember 19, 1948 in Oakland, 
CA to Sergie and Barbara 
(Dianela) Fernandez.  She 
grew up in a large family in 
Oakland, where she attended 
St. Elizabeth High School.  
Pam met Ken in 1964 when 
he started working as a 
barber for Sergie. After fall-
ing in love they married on 
December 27, 1966. In 2014 
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and attained his private Pi-
lot's license in the 80s. Marc 
also enjoyed sports and fol-
lowed, in particular, the Gi-
ants and Raiders. His great 
sense of humor and love of 
music was exemplified by 
his keen interest in Frank 
Zappa and Monty Python.

Marc is predeceased by 
his parents Hank and Gloria 
Catron and survived by Je-
neen, daughters Kelley and 
Emily, in Cameron Place, 
CA, his brother Chris in 
Fresno, twin sisters Ann 
Catron in Fresno and Jenny 
Otto (Brad) in Clovis, CA,

No services were held. 
However, Jeneen hosted 
a gathering of friends and 
family at her home in late 
October after Marc's pass-
ing.

J. Philip "Phil" 
Diaconoff

J.  Phil ip "Phil"  Di-
aconoff, long time resident 
of Livermore, passed away 
after a short illness, on Janu-
ary 17, 2015 at the age of 88.

He earned his B.A. De-
gree from UC Berkeley and 
went on to work for the Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory. While there he 
acted as Program Manager 
in "B" division and as liaison 
between the Physics and 
Engineering Departments.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Catherine "Cathy," 
his brother, Peter and sister-
in-law Sue Ellen. He also 
leaves behind nieces, Nicole 
and Cara.

Phil and Cathy took many 
trips throughout the U.S. and 
abroad.  Phil was a great 
reader and enjoyed repertory 
theatre and classical music.  
He also spent many happy 
hours improving their cabin 
in Amador Pines.

His family wishes to 
thank his caregivers at Easy 
Living and Angel Hospice 
for their kindness and sup-
port.

At the family's request 
there will be no services.
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legal and responsible Coun-
ty SVRA type units such 
as the highly successful 
Metcalf Cycle Park in Santa 
Clara County.  Discussion 
by OHV representatives to 
EBRPD have gone nowhere 
for years, maybe even de-
cades on this issue.

At issue, is neighbors of 
the SVRA are concerned 
with preservation, and iden-
tified issues relating to en-
vironmental harmony, area 
history and Native American 
artifacts. ALL of this is being 
addressed in the current EIR 
being paid for by the OHV 
Trust Fund that the users 
pay for.  District 36 et al 
members disagree with the 
solution of Open Space for 
this project.  The surround-
ing counties have thousands 
of acres of open space for 
non-motorized recreation, 
but the OHV community 
has no such options save the 
existing facility. Hence, the 
purchase and expanded land 
opportunity that was pur-
chased nearly 2 decades ago.

We urge the City of 
Livermore, the TVC and 
both San Joaquin and Al-
ameda counties Board of 
Supervisors and residents  to 
embrace this STATE PARK 
expansion for the good of the 
people, which includes OHV 
recreationists.

It is sad that certain 
groups, including adjacent 
fence neighbors to complain 
about this after the fact, as 
some of the complainants 
were part of the sale of the 
land that created this ex-
pansion. It is sad that they 
are “just now” bringing up 
every environmental issue 
they can think of, to stop 
this project – as well as stir 
up controversy about this 

Water in the arroyos helps to replenish the underground water basin. Photo - Dave Harper

from external suppliers, and 
helping to restore wetlands 
and replenish sensitive eco-
systems where wildlife, fish 
and plants are left vulner-
able when water is diverted 
for urban or rural needs. In 
coastal areas, recycled water 
helps recharge groundwater 
aquifers to prevent the in-
trusion of saltwater, which 
occurs when groundwater 
has been over-pumped. 

Throughout the Tri-Val-
ley, the importance of recy-
cling water is moving front 
and center. 

Last year, Dublin San 
Ramon Services District 
(DSRSD) distributed 819 
million gallons of recycled 
water, an almost 4% jump 
in the District's sales from 
the previous year. 

"Today, we have recy-
cled water in the Tri-Valley 
because 25 years ago we 
started planning and in-
vesting in the necessary 
infrastructure," said DSRSD 
Operations Manager Dan 
Gallagher. "Recycled water 
has already reduced the 
Tri-Valley’s dependence on 
imported water, and treated 
wastewater is now a useful 
resource instead of a product 
thrown away in the ocean."

Recycled water, also 
called reclaimed water, is 
wastewater that has been pu-
rified to be safely used again 
for new purposes such as ir-
rigation and construction. It 
is not suitable for drinking, 
preparing food or bathing. 

DSRSD partners with 
East Bay Municipal Utility 
District (EBMUD) and the 
City of Pleasanton to pro-
duce recycled water. During 
a drought, when potable 
water for non-essential uses 
may be restricted, recycled 
water use is usually unaf-
fected.

Investment in recycled 
water infrastructure, includ-
ing extending pipelines into 
central Dublin’s established 
neighborhoods in 2013, 
made it practical for DSRSD 
to convert 34 large irrigation 
accounts to recycled water 
in 2014. These projects will 
save 73 million gallons of 
drinking water annually, 
enough to serve 448 house-
holds for an entire year.

Last summer, DSRSD 

all these years and decades 
later.

On a personal side note, 
my own children were pre-
teens when the State pur-
chased this property. They 
are now adults with children 
of their own. I hope the chil-
dren of my children have the 
opportunity to ride in these 
new areas of the SVRA – as 
my children never did not 
have that opportunity. It is 
time for the elected leaders 
in this state to keep their 
promise. 

For readers that are angry 
over this letter, please do 
your homework. Contact the 
Alameda County representa-
tives, Assessor and Records, 
and view the sales docu-
ments and supporting docu-
ments. There you will find 
FACT based information 
on the purchase, and not the 
rhetoric we are seeing in the 
media.  ALL the OHV com-
munity has ever asked for is 
BALANCE and FAIRNESS 
in recreation opportunity.

Let us find solutions so 
that Tesla and the expansion 
process can go forward “for 
future generations to enjoy 
the land for the purpose 
intended – legal, safe family 
recreation on their motor-
ized vehicles.

Agrees with Editorial
Arthur Hull
Livermore

Thank you for the edito-
rial encouraging the City of 
Livermore, LARPD, Tri-
Valley Conservancy (TVC) 
and Alameda County to 
publically come out in favor 
of preserving the 3400 acre 
Tesla park lands.  There 
is great local opposition, 
including many organiza-
tions, to the Carnegie OHV 
expansion into this wildlife 

area, adjacent and into the 
Livermore valley.  

E v e r y o n e  i n v o l v e d 
should realize that there are 
more appropriate places to 
engage in off road motor 
sports than this delicate 
landscape.  The State of 
California is notorious for 
ignoring the wishes of local 
citizens in pushing these 
types of projects forward, 
and hopefully through the 
voices of these civic organi-
zations they will listen.

Books for Children
Deborah Fields
Livermore 

Dear Friends,  
I was brought to tears 

yesterday while preparing 
for our school’s book fair.  
I learned that as many as 
half of the kids at our Title 
1 school (defined as a school 
with a large low-income stu-
dent population) will not be 
getting a book because their 
families can not afford one. 
Instead, they will be asked to 
color while other classmates 
buy their books. It seems so 
incredibly unfair- especially 
because it is likely that the 
kids who need the books the 
most won’t be getting them. 
That’s where you come in. 

Will you please, please 
consider funding a book for 
a child or two or three or 
more?  We estimate that we 
need to raise $2500 (about 
$10 a child) but we only 
have one week to do it as 
the book fair begins Janu-
ary 26th. No check is too 
small or too big.  Your do-
nation is also three fold!  
First, you help a child get 
a book, second, Scholastic 
will donate a book for every 
dollar raised to nation-wide 
literacy programs and third, 
40% of the sales price of 

the book is earned back to 
buy additional books for 
the school library. If your 
company matches the dona-
tion- well, it would be an 
amazing gift! Please write 
your check to Jackson Ave 
PTO with a note that says 
“Fund a Book.”  Send your 
check to Jackson Avenue 
School at: 554 Jackson Ave, 
Livermore CA 94550, as 
soon as you can so we can 
meet our deadline.  We are 
a 501c3 non-profit.  If you 
are like me, you probably 
always want to help a child 
in need, but don’t know 
how.  This is one very easy, 
simple, direct way to do it 
right here in your own area!

If you could also forward 
this message onto your con-
tact list, I might just have to 
hug you!  Thanks in advance 
for getting books into the 
little hands that need it the 
most!

Take a Stand
Dale Schauer 
Livermore

The City of Livermore, 
LARPD, Tri-Valley Conser-
vancy (TVC) and Alameda 
County have agreed to re-
view the Draft EIR, but each 
does not seem to be able to 
take the next necessary step 
to preserve the Tesla land. 
Only LARPD has sent a 
letter to the Off-Highway 
Motor Vehicle Recreation 
Division. 

There is just too much 
to lose by turning it into an 
off-road MVR site. The off-
road people deserve a place 
to ride, but Tesla in not the 
right place. Please, Liver-
more, TVC, and Alameda 
County step up and take a 
stand for preservation. It is 
the only sensible thing to do.

opened a first-of-its-kind 
Residential Recycled Wa-
ter Fill Station, allowing 
residents to pick up free 
recycled water to water gar-
dens, trees and lawns, and to 
wash outdoor furniture. 

During the hot summer 
months, the station averaged 
100 to 150 visitors a day, and 
by the end of October, 2.3 
million gallons of recycled 
water had been hauled away 
in everything from one-
gallon jugs to fifty-five gal-
lon drums. The maximum 
size load is 300 gallons, but 
visitors can return as often 
as they like.

DSRSD’s program is free 
to any Californian, not just 
DSRSD customers, with 
close to 500 individuals al-
ready having been permitted 
and trained to use recycled 
water. 

The Residential Recycled 
Water Fill station is located 
inside the DSRSD Region-
al Wastewater Treatment 
Facility at 7399 Johnson 
Drive, Pleasanton. Visitors 
are required to fill out a user 
agreement and be trained in 
proper procedures before re-
ceiving an ID card and stick-
ers to designate recycled 
water containers. 

Additionally, DSRSD 
requires the use of recycled 
water for construction pur-
poses, including grading and 
compaction, wetting pads, 
dust control, landscape ir-
rigation, and sewer flushing. 
Commercial-use recycled 
water is available from hy-
drants and at the wastewater 
treatment facility. 

Pleasanton seeks to de-
sign and construct recycled 
water distribution pipeline 
facilities that will serve ap-
proximately 150 existing 
irrigation sites. The plan 
will replace potable water 
with recycled water at areas 
including the Pleasanton 
Sports Park, Valle Vista 
Park and the Hacienda Busi-
ness Park. Connecting these 
customers to recycled water 
would reduce potable water 
demands by approximately 
1,700 acre-ft per year, with 
an estimated project cost of 
$20.5 million.

The city further hopes to 
construct similar facilities 
serving Staples Ranch in 
east Pleasanton. The system 
would include pipelines and 
treatment facilities, making 
recycled water available for 
irrigation use at key areas 
including streetscapes and 

parks. The project would re-
duce potable water demand 
by 140 acre-ft per year, 
with an estimated cost of $3 
million. 

In 2012, the Livermore 
City Council approved a 
policy that would have 
Livermore sell some of its 
recycled water and reserve 
the rest for future use as a 
hedge against a water short-
age.

Currently, the Livermore 
wastewater treatment plant 
generates 3 million gallons 
per day (mgd) at its peak. 
The current production ca-
pacity is about 6 mgd. At 
general plan buildout that 
capacity would jump to 9 
mgd. 

The recycled water is 
used to irrigate landscape in 
the southwest area of North 
Livermore. Some is sold to 
Pleasanton for use in the 
Staples Ranch area.

In addition,  recycled wa-
ter is pumped to the Doolan 
Tank where it is stored for 
irrigation, fire protection, 
and fire-suppression uses.  

Recycled water has been 
produced at the plant for 
more than 30 years. Waste-
water is collected and con-
veyed via the sewer system 

RECYCLED
(continued from page one)

to the plant where it under-
goes primary, secondary and 
tertiary treatment. Tertiary 
treatment employs filtration 
to remove solids and uses 
ultraviolet disinfection to 
destroy bacteria, viruses 
and other pathogens. These 
processes duplicate nature's 
own purifying actions, re-
sulting in a water product 
that meets the very strin-
gent regulatory standards 
for "disinfected tertiary" 
recycled water.

Despite heavy rain in 
early December, California's 
drought will almost certainly 
stretch into the foresee-
able future, reinforcing the 
awareness that water is too 
precious and valuable to be 
used just once. 

“If you combine the 819 
million gallons of potable 
water saved through water 
recycling with the 882 mil-
lion gallons saved through 
conservation, in all DSRSD 
customers saved 1.7 billion 
gallons of water in 2014," 
said Gallagher. "People 
showed they are willing to 
make adjustments in a time 
of hardship."

 

The “warming hiatus” 
that has occurred over the 
last 15 years has been partly 
caused by small volcanic 
eruptions.

Previous research sug-
gested that early 21st centu-
ry eruptions might explain 
up to a third of the recent 
“warming hiatus.”

New research available 
online in the journal Geo-
physical Research Letters 
(GRL) further identifies ob-
servational climate signals 
caused by recent volcanic 
activity. This new research 
complements an earlier 
GRL paper published in 
November, which relied on 
a combination of ground, 
air and satellite measure-
ments, indicated that a 
series of small 21st century 
volcanic eruptions deflect-
ed substantially more solar 
radiation than previously 
estimated.

“This new work shows 
that the climate signals of 
late 20th and early 21st 
century volcanic activity 
can be detected in a variety 
of different observational 
data sets,” said Benjamin 
Santer, a Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
scientist and lead author of 
the study.

Scientists have long 
known that volcanoes cool 
the atmosphere because of 
the sulfur dioxide that is 
expelled during eruptions. 
Droplets of sulfuric acid 
that form when the gas 
combines with oxygen in 
the upper atmosphere can 

Small Eruptions 
Help to Explain 
'Warming Hiatus'

persist for many months, re-
flecting sunlight away from 
Earth and lowering tempera-
tures at the surface and in 
the lower atmosphere.

The warmest year on re-
cord is 1998. After that, the 
steep climb in global surface 
temperatures observed over 
the 20th century appeared 
to level off. This “hiatus” 
received considerable atten-
tion, despite the fact that the 
full observational surface 
temperature record shows 
many instances of slowing 
and acceleration in warming 
rates. Scientists had previ-
ously suggested that factors 
such as weak solar activity 
and increased heat uptake 
by the oceans could be re-
sponsible for the recent lull 
in temperature increases. 
After publication of a 2011 
paper in the journal Science 
by Susan Solomon of the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), it was 
recognized that an uptick in 
volcanic activity might also 
be implicated in the “warm-
ing hiatus.”

Prior to the 2011 Science 
paper, the prevailing scien-
tific thinking was that only 
very large eruptions – on 
the scale of the cataclys-
mic 1991 Mount Pinatubo 
eruption in the Philippines, 
which ejected an estimated 
20 million metric tons (44 
billion pounds) of sulfur 
– were capable of impact-
ing global climate. This 
conventional wisdom was 
largely based on climate 
model simulations. Accord-
ing to David Ridley, an 
atmospheric scientist at 
MIT and lead author of the 
November GRL paper, these 
simulations were missing 
an important component of 
volcanic activity.

Ridley and colleagues 
found the missing piece of 
the puzzle at the intersection 
of two atmospheric layers, 
the stratosphere and the tro-
posphere – the lowest layer 
of the atmosphere, where all 
weather takes place. 

Satellite measurements 
of the sulfuric acid drop-
lets and aerosols produced 
by erupting volcanoes are 
generally restricted to above 
15 km. Below 15 km, cirrus 
clouds can interfere with 
satellite aerosol measure-
ments. This means that to-
ward the poles, where the 
lower stratosphere can reach 
down to 10 km, the satellite 
measurements miss a sig-
nificant chunk of the total 
volcanic aerosol loading.

The study by Ridley and 
colleagues combined ob-
servations from ground-, 
air- and space-based instru-
ments to better observe 
aerosols in the lower portion 
of the stratosphere. 

The second Livermore-
led study shows that the 
signals of these late 20th 
and early 21st eruptions 
can be positively identified 
in atmospheric temperature, 
moisture and the reflected 
solar radiation at the top of 
the atmosphere. A vital step 
in detecting these volcanic 
signals is the removal of the 
“climate noise” caused by El 
Niños and La Niñas. 

“The fact that these vol-
canic signatures are appar-
ent in multiple indepen-
dently measured climate 
variables really supports the 
idea that they are influenc-
ing climate in spite of their 
moderate size,” said Mark 
Zelinka, another Livermore 
author. “If we wish to ac-
curately simulate recent 
climate change in models, 
we cannot neglect the ability 
of these smaller eruptions to 
reflect sunlight away from 
Earth.”

To see  the  fu l l  re-
search, go to Geophysical 
Research Letters. http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/ 
a n d  h t t p : / / o n -
l i n e l i b r a r y . w i l e y . 
com/enhanced/doi/10.1002/ 
2014GL062366/
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

ON PLACING  
LEGAL NOTICES 

 Call   
925-243-8000                                      

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 499794
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Aikido of 
Alameda County, 1757 Mill 
Springs Common,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Michael J. Rosa, 1757 Mill 
Springs Common Apt. 215, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Michael J. Rosa
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 5, 2015. Expires 
January 5, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3736.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.    

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500220
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: First Street 
Wine Company, 2211 First 
St., Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
FSWC, Inc, 2211 First St., 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 6/15/2010.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Linda Allen, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on January 15, 2015. 
Expires January 15, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3737.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.  

  FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 499970

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO PLACE AN AD OR A LEGAL NOTICE IN THE INDEPENDENT, CALL 243-8000

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: U-Box of 
California, 44511 Grimmer 
Blvd, Fremont, CA 94538, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
U-Haul Co. of California, 
44511 Grimmer Blvd, Fre-
mont, CA 94538
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/2/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jennifer M. Settles - 
Secretary
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 8, 2015. Expires 
January 8, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3738.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015. 

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 462092, 462093

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use 
of the Fictitious Business 
Name: Energy Pros, Building 
Pros, 462 Lindbergh Ave., 
Livermore, CA 94551.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on 02/27/2012 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Energy Pros, Inc., 462 Lind-
bergh Ave., Livermore, CA 
94551
This business was conducted 
by: 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Robert Clifford, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2014. Ex-
pires December 23, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3739. Published  January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 499462-63

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Energy Pros, 
Building Pros, 1258 Quarry 
Lane, Suite F,  Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566, is hereby 

registered by the following 
owner(s):
Building Pros, Inc., 1258 
Quarry Lane, Suite F, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Robert Clifford, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2014. Ex-
pires December 23, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3740.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.    

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, 

for adoption information 
contact Val ley Humane 
Society at  (925)426-8656. 

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Liver-
more from 12:00 to 4:00. For 
more information, call Terry 
at (925)487-7279 or visit 
our website at www.tvar.org 

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption. 

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED

 

IT:  Teqtron Inc. 
seeks Software Engineers 
in Windchill PDMLink and 
Sr. Software Engineers in 

Oracle Agile PLM.  

Work in Livermore, CA.  
Travel &/or reloc. to var. 

unanticipated loc’s thruout 
the US may be req’d.  

Resume to: 
256 Snider Ct. 

Livermore, CA 94550 

JANITOR

Experienced janitor 
with high quality 

housekeeping skills for 
City of Pleasanton  facilities. 

Bkgrd, Valid CA. DL. 

Email resume to  
imperialmaint@aol.com 

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates. 

TO PLACE  
 ACLASSIFIED  

AD IN THE  
INDEPENDENT,

Call   
(925)243-8000  

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO PLACE AN AD OR A LEGAL NOTICE IN THE INDEPENDENT, CALL 243-8000

persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.” 

REAL ESTATE

Inland Valley 
Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 

including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
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Discover The Amazing Secrets Of  
A Mediterranean Chef!  

Join us in a joyous celebration of Mediterranean fusion in  
downtown Livermore. Our menu boasts an exquisite  
selection of regional favorites from the Middle East,  

North Africa, & Southern Europe.
• Fresh LocaL IngredIents • exotIc Meat entrees 

• VegetarIan/Vegan FaVorItes  
• ceLIac & specIaL dIet needs • gLuten-Free Menu

1770 First Street, Livermore  (925) 243-1477
www.casbahexotic.com

Exclusive Parking Available. Call for details.
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DANVILLE   $3,790,000 PLEASANTON   $2,885,000 PLEASANTON   $2,079,000

5870 Bruce Drive  |  6bd/6(1)ba
Dan Gamache  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

4106 Parma Court  |  5bd/5+ba
Leslie Faught  |  925.251.1111

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00PM

8053 Horizons Court  |  5bd/3(2)ba
Blaise Lofland  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $949,000

1478 Cheryl Drive  |  5bd/3.5ba
Linda Futral  |  925.251.1111

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00PM

PLEASANTON   $3,300,000 PLEASANTON   $1,980,000 FREMONT   $675,000

6010 Alisal Street  |  4bd/3(2)ba
Moxley Team  |  406.356.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

4155 Casterson Court  |  4bd/3(1)ba
Moxley Team  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

135 Yama Way  |  3bd/2ba
Kat Gaskins  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

FREMONT   $599,950

351 Riverside Avenue  |  2bd/1ba
Kim Richards  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $517,000 LIVERMORE   $499,900 DUBLIN   $429,000

343 Andrea Circle  |  3bd/2ba
Daniel Alpher  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

2895 Kelly Street  |  3bd/2ba
Robin Young  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

3465 Dublin Boulevard #116  |  2bd/2ba
Emily Barraclough  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

DUBLIN   $339,988

3385 Dublin Boulevard #202  |  2bd/2ba
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

Alain Pinel Realtors

YOUR FOUNDATION

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Pleasanton/Livermore Valley   925.251.1111

his school’s AP science 
program."

Thiel, an Advanced 
Placement Biology teacher 
and Science Department 
Chair, started Amador's 
AP science curriculum. It 
has grown over the past 20 
years from 23 students in 
one section to 187 students 
in six sections. He also 
implemented an inclusive, 
open-enrollment policy 
allowing any student inter-
ested in being challenged to 
enroll in AP courses. 

"His teaching philoso-
phy reflects his dedication 
to the belief that steward-
ship and balance are essen-
tial to success in all aspects 
of life," added Pann. "His 
passion for instilling the 
importance of environmen-
tal issues through hands-on 
activities also made him 
stand out – having created 
the Project Creek Watch, 
organizing trips to a lo-
cal creek with his biology 
classes to clean up the envi-
ronment, and to learn more 
about the wildlife there."

This year's Top Ten Edu-
cators were selected from 
200 nominees, with Pleas-
anton's Thiel singled out to 
receive the highest honor. 

"I am extremely proud 
to honor the 2014 Top Ten 
Educators, along with this 
year’s Educator of the Year, 
Eric Thiel,” said Claes 
Nobel, co-founder of the 
National Society of High 
School Scholars. “This pro-
gram embraces my family’s 
tradition of recognizing 
world-class minds and sup-
ports the vision of NSHSS 
to help students build on 
academic success and grow 
the skills and desire to have 
a positive impact in the 
global community.”

Thiel was honored at 
the Educator of the Year 
Awards on December 6th at 
the Carter Presidential Cen-

ter in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
event was attended by 450 
Claes Nobel Educators of 
Distinction, NSHSS high 
school scholars and their 
families. Claes Nobel, se-
nior member of the family 
that established the Nobel 
Prizes, and Dr. Susan Thur-
man, NSHSS Scholarship 
Director, presented Thiel 
with a plaque and $5,000 
award. 

"The Educator of the 
Year awards were estab-
lished in 2011. NSHSS 
strongly values the vital 
work high school educators 
do in preparing young peo-
ple for success in school, 
work and life," said Pann. 
"These educators are out-
standing role models and 
positive influencers, who 
have made a lasting differ-
ence in students’ lives by 
encouraging them to strive 
for excellence."

Thiel's Project Creek 
Watch, a long-term scien-
tific study of the Arroyo 

Del Valle, began in 1994. 
Its goal is to provide field-
experience opportunities 
for Amador science stu-
dents, while helping il-
lustrate how the treatment 
of watershed areas affects 
downstream sites and ul-
timately marine environ-
ments. The project was 
awarded the prestigious 
California Golden Bell 
Award for excellence in 
education in 1999.

"Eric Thiel not only 
teaches his students dif-
ficult biological concepts, 
but also strives to improve 
his students’ decision-mak-
ing skills," said Pann. 

The National Society of 
High School Scholars is an 
international organization 
dedicated to highlight-
ing the accomplishments 
of high school students 
who have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership, 
scholarship and communi-
ty commitment. Its mission 
is to recognize academic 

excellence and to encour-
age members to apply their 
unique talents, vision and 
potential for the better-
ment of themselves and the 
world.

TEACHER
(continued from page one)

"The Educator of the Year 
award is presented to the 
best of the best – an educator 
committed to bettering his or 
her students for success in 
and out of the classroom," 

Pann added. "Eric Thiel 
received the committee's 
highest rating." 

For more information, 
visit nshss.org. 



THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015  

THE INDEPENDENT   •  SECTION A

Livermore School of Dance, page 3.

1950's musicals, page 2

page 4

Show opens, page 8.



2     THE INDEPENDENT  •  THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015     

Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre (PCRT) continues 
its 5th Season of professional musical theater at the 
Firehouse Arts Center with a pairing of the clas-
sic 1950’s musicals Forever Plaid and The Taffetas.  
Opening Night for Forever Plaid is Friday, January 30, 
8:00 p.m.  The Taffetas opens Saturday, January 31, 
8:00 p.m.  The shows will play in repertory (alternate 
dates) for the three week run.

According to PCRT founding member and fan 
favorite Joy Sherratt (“Peggy” in The Taffetas), “PCRT 
is the first theatre company in the Bay Area to stage 
the two productions together. Co-Artistic Directors, 
David Judson and Pat Parr decided to offer a unique 
theater experience for the community of Pleasanton 
and the Tri-Valley.  Audiences will be able to enjoy 
two completely different musicals filled with all of the 
50’s nostalgia and tunes that were embraced in that 
decade.”  

Sherratt adds that on Saturdays January 31 and 
February 7, the shows will alternate between matinee 
and evening performances, allowing audiences to 
take a dinner break at one of Pleasanton’s downtown 
restaurants and return for the other production in the 
evening.

Both productions are directed by PCRT founding 
member Scott Maraj and co-choreographed by Scott 
Maraj and Jenna Harris. NY actor Adam Elsberry (For-
ever Plaid) and Beach Blanket Babylon veteran Jessica 
Fisher (The Taffetas) join the two professional casts of 
top-notch local actors.

In Forever Plaid,   there were four guys (Sparky, 
Smudge, Jinx and Frankie) who discovered they shared 
a love for the music of their idols: The Four Fresh-
man, The Hi-Lo’s and The Crew Cuts. Rehearsing in 
the basement of Smudge’s family’s plumbing supply 
company they became “Forever Plaid.” When the four 

Two Classic 1950’s Musicals 
Forever Plaid and The Taffetas 

On Stage at the Firehouse
young singers are killed in a car crash on their way to 
perform in their first big concert, they posthumously take 
the stage for one final gig in this goofy 1950's nostalgia 
trip. They squabble boyishly over the smallest intona-
tions, and execute their charmingly outlandish choreog-
raphy with over-zealous precision. Some of the great pop 
hits of the 1950's are included in the production.

The Taffetas  is 1950-something Muncie, Indiana. The 
four singing Taffeta sisters (Kaye, Peggy, Cheryl and 
Donna) are making their national debut appearance on 
"Spotlight On Music," a fictitious weekly program on the 
real-life Dumont Television Network.  The show pays 
fun-filled tribute to the sounds of The McGuire Sisters, 
The Fontane Sisters and The Chordettes. The "Taffeta 
Chatter," where the girls answer questions via letters 
from the studio audience, helps the audience to imagine 
each of them as a friend, sister, daughter or sweetheart. 
Donna has a thing for Chevy convertibles, Peggy spends 
her time perfecting her mother's recipes, Cheryl is the 
budding sex kitten, and Kaye seems to be the levelheaded 
leader of the group.

Reserved seat tickets are $17-$38, and youth, senior, 
and group discounts are available.  Tickets may be pur-
chased online at www.firehousearts.org up to two hours 
prior to the performance, by phone at (925) 931-4848, 
or in person at the Firehouse Arts Center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.  Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 p.m.; Saturday 10:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., and for two hours prior to the perfor-
mance.  The entrance to free parking is on Spring Street 
near First Street.  

Forever Plan dates are January 30 (8 pm), January 31 
(2 pm), February 7 (8 pm), February 13 (8 pm), and Feb-
ruary 15 (2 pm). The Taffetas will be performed January 
31 (8 pm), February 6 (8 pm), February 7 (2 pm), Febru-
ary 8 (2 pm), February 14 (8 pm).

A few tickets still remain for the "Night to Remem-
ber" concert to be held this Sat., Jan.. 24 at the Amador 
Theater in Pleasanton.

Internationally recognized pianists  Tamriko Siprash-
vili and Temirzhan Yerzhanov will perform.

Presented by the Pleasanton Cultural
Arts Council (PCAC), all proceeds from this concert 

will be donated in an effort to expand arts in Pleasanton 
public schools.

The program will feature a variety of compositions 
for two pianos including a rare piece by Schumann. The 
program includes Schumann-Debussy: Six Etudes in 
the form of a canon Op. 56; Ravel: La Valse; Rach-
maninov: Suite No. 2 Op. 17; Saint-Saens: Dance 
Macabre Op. 40; and Martinu: La Fantaisie

Tickets at $35 adults, $30 seniors, and $20 students 
are available at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Rail-
road Avenue in downtown Pleasanton. Tickets may also 
be purchased online at www.firehousearts.org/events or 
by calling 931-4848.

The 8 p.m. January 24 concert will be held at the 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. If 
there are tickets remaining, they may be purchased at 
the Amador Theater on the day of the performance.

For information, go to www.pleasantonarts.org/

Special Concert 
This Saturday at the 

Amador Theater

Downtown Pleasanton has added signage welcoming 
woofs and Wheels. Along Main Street, residents 
and visitors will see bright colored window decals.  
On January 1, a new California law went into effect 
allowing dogs on restaurant patios and other outdoor 
dining areas at the restaurant owner’s discretion.  More 
than 25 businesses in downtown Pleasanton are now 
displaying the decals and more are being added each 
week. Pleasanton Downtown Association (925) 484-
2199, www.pleasantondowntown.net.
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The free kick-off event 
for the Livermore Reads To-
gether program takes place 
on Sunday, January 25, 2015 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center, 
located at 1188 S Livermore 
Avenue. 

The program, Livermore 
Valley Wine Country: Past, 
Present, and Future, features 
a panel of wine experts who 
will speak on a variety of 
topics related to the wine 
industry in the Livermore 
Valley. No reservations are 
needed to attend, however 
space is limited so plan to 
arrive early.  

Norman Petermeier, 
owner and winemaker at 
Villa per Dué and oenologist 
for the Ruby Hill and Rubino 
Estates wineries, will emcee 
the event.  Petermeier is also 
on the Board of Directors of 
Friends of the Vineyards and 
the Tri-Valley Conservancy. 

The panel of wine ex-
perts is comprised of David 
Everett, the Director of Viti-
culture and Winery Technol-
ogy at Las Positas College, 
who will address the his-
tory of Livermore Valley 
wine country; Mark Clarin, 
the winemaker at McGrail 
Vineyards, who will pres-
ent an introduction to wine 
making; Sudsy Torbeck, 
Sommelier, who will lead 
the wine tasting; and Chris 
Chandler, the Livermore 
Winegrowers Association 
Executive Director who 
will present an overview of 
the Livermore Valley wine 
country.   

This event is co-spon-
sored by the Friends of 
the Livermore Library and 
Friends of the Vineyard.  

Livermore Reads To-
gether (LRT) is an annual 
community-wide reading 
program that occurs each 
February.  This 9th annual 
LRT program features Peter 
Mayle’s book, A Good Year, 
as voted on by the Livermore 

The Livermore School of Dance Jazz Division will perform The Lion King - A Dance 
Revue on Friday and Saturday, February 6th and 7th at 7:00pm at the Bankhead Theater. 

The Livermore School of Dance Jazz Company will perform with guest appearances 
by Le Tableau Magnifique Ballet Company. This production is based on the story of the 
Lion King. It will have original songs from the Lion King score along with a selection 
of other music. The performance includes Jazz, Tap, Hip Hop, Contemporary/Lyrical, 
Modern, Ballet and Pointe. This performance is for all ages. 

The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street in downtown Livermore. Tickets 
may be purchased at the box office, online at www.bankheadtheater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

 

community last July.  In ad-
dition to reading the book, 
the Library encourages ev-
eryone to also participate in 
the free LRT events for chil-
dren, teens, and adults.  LRT 
aims to boost community 
engagement with literature 
through reading and discus-
sion.  Throughout the month 
of February 2015, the library 

will host a series of great 
programs related to France 
(the setting for the book “A 
Good Year”) and wine.

 Livermore Reads To-
gether 2015 is  sponsored by 
The Friends of the Livermore 
Library.  For more informa-
tion, call (925) 373-5500 or 
check the library’s website at 
www.livermorelibrary.net . 

B A N K H E A D  T H E A T E R  14 /15

BUY TICKETS 

call  925.373.6800     

click  bankheadtheater.org      

come by  2400 First Street, Livermore

 Les Misérables
TRI-VALLEY REPERTORY THEATRE

JAN 22, 23, 24, 30, 31 8pm
JAN 25, 31 2pm

RAE DOROUGH SPEAKER SERIES 

Patrick Hunt
GETTING TO KNOW THE ICEMAN: 
NEW SCIENCE ON AN OLD MUMMY
Thu JAN 29 7:30pm 

The Lion King - A Dance Revue
LIVERMORE SCHOOL OF DANCE  
JAZZ COMPANY

Fri FEB 6 7pm, Sat FEB 7 7pm

New Orleans Bash at the Bothwell
A LIVELY PARTY, NEW ORLEANS STYLE
Sat FEB 7 5-10pm 

LLNL’s Science on Saturday
FREE LECTURE SERIES FOR STUDENTS

Sat FEB 7, 14, 21, 28, 9:30 & 11:15am

Friends of the Vineyards to Offer Insights 
into Livermore Valley Wine Country

The Lion King - A Dance Review to Be 
Performed at the Bankhead Theater

The top photo features a group number, while below performers dance to the music 
from "Mama Mia."
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Romancing the Arts in the Tri-Valley will offer resi-
dents and visitors alike, the opportunity to fall in love 
with the area’s diverse culture scene. All five area cities 
are participating. Livermore, Dublin, Pleasanton, San 
Ramon and Danville are offering some activity or event 
related to the arts over a ten day period around Valen-
tine’s Day.

Barbara Steinfeld, president of Visit Tri-Valley, 
explained that Romancing the Arts was the result of her 
looking for a way to promote cultural tourism through 
the arts. The idea was to give people a reason to stay over 
the weekend in the Tri-Valley. 

Emmy Kasten, vice president in charge of marketing, 
stated, “Each of the cities in the Tri-Valley were very 
excited to work together to boost the visibility of the arts 
in this region. They have been extremely supportive. We 
are all hoping that we are laying the groundwork for a 
Tri-Valley Arts Alliance in the future.”

More than thirty opportunities are available to enjoy 
the arts ranging from a murder mystery hosted by the 
Livermore Heritage Guild to Shakespeare’s Associates 
Sonnet Cafe in Dublin. Musical performances, art exhibi-
tions and family events are all part of the mix. 

Visit Tri-Valley is handling the marketing, which 
includes radio spots in San Jose touting the opportunity, 
not only to enjoy the arts, but also to sip world-class 
wine, enjoy shopping, discover great restaurants, and 
chill out in comfortable hotels for a close-to-home week-
end. Special lodging offers are available. Kasten said, 
“Although we are hoping to attract visitors from outside 
the area, we also hope that local residents will take ad-
vantage of the hotel packages.”

“Since this is the first year of the program, there is not 
yet an overall pass that will allow admission to more than 
one event. You can go to visittrivalley.com to find links 
to buy tickets to individual events,” she explained.

Cultural tourism represents big business in California. 
An article by Craig Watson on the League of California 
Cities website, states that creative businesses play a huge 
part in the California economy. These businesses com-
prise the arts, design, digital media and other fields that 
utilize a creative workforce. More than 134,000 creative 
businesses employ 500,000 Californians, with another 
100,000 freelance or part-time creative workers in the 
mix. In addition, the Golden State’s 4,553 arts organiza-
tions contribute $3.56 billion annually to its economy.

The article continues, “The value of the arts extends 
beyond the direct economic impact. When Gallup and 
the Knight Foundation set out to answer the question 
“What attaches people to their communities?” in a three-
year study, researchers found that the key reasons cited 
by residents for loving their cities were entertainment 
and social offerings, how welcoming the city is and its 

aesthetics — in other words, the arts and culture.”
Kasten noted, “A number of events were created for 

the program including the Sonnet Café: A Romantic 
Evening of Wine, Chocolate and Poems of Passion at 
Dublin’s Heritage Park. Also, many pre-planned events 
took on a romantic spin to fit under the Romancing the 
Arts umbrella. It’s exciting to see these creative organiza-
tions taking ownership of the theme to flex their talents.”

Among the activities are the following:
The Ladies Man by Role Players Ensemble: Jan. 30 

- Feb. 15 at Village Theater, Danville. In Belle Epoque 
Paris, the recently married Dr. Hecule Molineaux tells 
“one, tiny, little, hardly noticeable lie” to cover an in-
nocent but embarrassing indiscretion. 233 Front Street, 
Danville, www.RolePlayersEnsemble.com

Pacific Chamber Symphony - Romance in the Valley: 
February 15, 2 p.m. at Bankhead Theater Livermore. Ro-
mantic music from Wagner, Piazzola, and Brahms. www.
bankheadtheater.org

Ottmar Liebert: February 18, 7:30 p.m. at the Bank-
head Theater/Livermore. Nouveau flamenco guitarist. 
www.bankheadtheater.org

The Music of Duo Gadjo: February 12, 7 p.m. at Vil-
lage Theatre, Danville. www.villagetheatreshows.com/

An Evening With Molly Ringwald: Thurs., February 
12, Bankhead Theater/Livermore Valley Performing Arts 
Center. Shares her own take on the music of the Ameri-
can Songbook era. www.bankheadtheater.org

The Taffetas: Feb. 14, 8 p.m. at Firehouse Arts Center, 
Pleasanton Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre presents The 
Taffetas. It’s 1950-something, and these four singing 
sisters from Muncie, Indiana are making their national 
television debut. www.firehousearts.org

Movie Screening - The Notebook: Feb. 14, 2 p.m. 
at Village Theatre in Danville. The Notebook is a 2004 
American romantic drama film directed by Nick Cassa-
vetes. www.villagetheatreshows.com/

Cypress String Quartet - Del Valle Fine Arts: 8 p.m. 
February 14, Bankhead Theater, Livermore. Artists of 
uncommon insight and cohesion, the Cypress Quartet has 
achieved renown throughout the world. www.bankhead-
theater.org

San Ramon Community Theater presents Love Letters: 
Friday February 13 8 p.m., Saturday February 14, 8 p.m., 
Sunday February 15, 2 p.m., Sunday February 15, 7 p.m. 
at the Front Row Theater, San Ramon. www.villageth-
eatreshows.com/

Love, Betrayal, and Murder in Old Pleasanton: Febru-
ary 14, 11 a.m. Museum on Main, 603 Main Street, Pleas-
anton. The 1 ½ hour, Rumors of Romance guided walk-
ing tour will take guests on the (hush-hush) historical tour 
of old downtown Pleasanton where the focus is on the 
stories of love, betrayal and even murder in a small town. 
Meet at Museum on Main, 603 Main Street, at 11:00 a.m. 
Tour is $5 per person, reservations, 925-462-2766.

ACC Fridays: February 13 & 20, 10 a.m. - 12 noon at 
Tully’s 349 Main Street, Pleasanton. ACC/Art Critique & 
Coffee, a local art group that has been gathering on Friday 
mornings since 2007, will be meeting at 349 Tully’s on 
Main Street in Pleasanton to sketch their local surround-
ings. 

Shakespeare’s Associates Sonnet Cafe: February 13, 
14, 15, 20, 21 and 22. 8 p.m on Fridays and Saturdays 
and 2 p.m. on Sundays. Dublin Heritage Center Sunday 
School Barn. A romantic evening of wine, chocolate and 
poems of passion. www.livermoreshakes.org

Encore Players - Love Letters: 8 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 13 and 14, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15, 
Bothwell Arts Center, Livermore. The Encore Players are 
a group of seasoned actors, directors and set designers 
who plan to bring quality theater in an intimate setting to 
the local community. Their opening show will be “Love 
Letters,” by A.R. Gurney, a current hit revival on Broad-
way. www.bankheadtheater.org

Forever Plaid: Firehouse Arts Center, Pleasanton. Feb. 
13, 8 p.m. and Feb. 15, 2 p.m. Rekindle your love of the 
doo-wop era in this tribute to the classic songs of ‘50s 
musicals. Presented by Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre. 
www.firehousearts.org

Livermore-Amador Symphony presents Young Love: 
Saturday February 21, 8 p.m. at Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore. The winners of the 2014–2015 Competition 
for Young Musicians are featured on this program cel-
ebrating youth and romance. www.bankheadtheater.org

Salsa Night at Hispanic Heritage Center: February 13 
at Hispanic Heritage Center, 1184 Wynn Circle, Liver-

February Events and Activities Feature a 
Romantic Theme Focusing on the Arts
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more. Fund-raising dinner dance. Learn how to dance, 
enjoy Latin cuisine.

Love Me Tender Art Exhibit: Public reception: Febru-
ary 22, 2-4 p.m. Exhibit on display to theater attendees 
January 27-March 2, 2015. Bankhead Theater, Livermore. 
A benefit for Bothwell Arts Center. Seductive, whimsical, 
funny, sweet, captivating, enchanting, magnetic, painful, 
distressing, and bewitching. Take a journey with area art-
ists as they explore how we love to love. www.bankhead-
theater.org 

Romantic Expressions in Pastel: Opening reception: 
January 9, 5 p.m. Exhibition: January 9 - February 28, at 
Village Theater Art Gallery, Danville. The exhibit show-
cases the work of five award-winning Bay Area artists 
with a passion for the pastel medium. 

Murder Mystery at Duarte Garage: Saturday, February 
21, 7 p.m. at Duarte Garage Museum Livermore. There 

Shakespeare’s Associates, producers of Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival will present Sonnet Café: A Roman-
tic Evening of Wine, Chocolate and Poems of Passion. 
It will be held at Dublin's Heritage Park “Sunday School 
Barn” Black Box Theater in February. The event is part 
of the Visit Tri-Valley’s “Romancing the Arts in the Tri-
Valley” festival that showcases a variety of cultural arts 
events throughout the Tri-Valley cities.

Livermore Shakespeare Festival actors will perform 
Shakespeare’s sonnets and other famous romantic poems, 
as guests mingle and enjoy chocolate and wine. The eve-
ning is set up as a date night or group outing in a lounge 
type setting in Dublin’s 80-seat converted barn/black box 
theater. 

Guests are invited to be part of the evening by making 
special poetry dedications to their dates and participating 
in a Live-Tweet Sonnet creation. 

“Our patrons have been begging us to produce more 
events in addition to the Livermore Shakespeare Festi-
val," states Producing Artistic Director, Lisa A. Tromo-
vitch. “The City of Dublin invited us into a space that 
provides an intimate performance venue for an interac-
tive, romantic Valentine event with a decidedly ‘Liver-
more Shakes’ flavor.” 

Managing Director Katie Marcel added, “We are ex-
cited to produce another event pairing quality wine with 
professional theater but with a more casual, participatory 
and romantic setting. I really think our patrons are going 
to love the experience and we hope to capture some new 
fans with the inventive format.”

The show is directed by Gary Armagnac, director of 
Livermore Shakes’ recent productions of The Taming of 
the Shrew and Romeo and Juliet and stars familiar Liver-
more Shakes’ artists Erick Ogle, Ashley Bonda, Mary 

has been a murder involving a love triangle in the Duarte 
Garage, and the suspects are all historical Livermore 
characters. $20.00/person and can be purchased at The 
Carnegie Building or on Brown Paper Tickets. www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/1072474 

Loving Livermore Heritage: Feb.. 15 and Feb. 21, 
noon-1 p.m. at Livermore Heritage Guild, 2155 Third 
Street in Livermore. Activities will include city walking 
tours at $5.00/family, the HistoryMobile, museum tours, 
visits with Robert and Josefa Livermore, Livermore’s first 
couple.

Ernest and Celestine: 2 p.m. February 14, movie 
shown at the San Ramon Performing Arts Front Row 
Theater. There is a world where the bears live above 
ground and the rodents live below in mutual fear and 
hate. However, Celestine meets Ernest and an unlikely 
bond forms between the two. http://visittrivalley.com

 

Fielding and Sean Nill. 
The event will take place at The City of Dublin’s 

Heritage Park “Sunday School Barn” Black Box Theater 
at 6600 Donlon Way, Dublin, CA 94568 on February 13, 
14 at 8 PM, February 15 at 2 PM and February 20, 21 at 8 
PM and February 22 at 2 PM. 

Tickets are $30 for a “Sofa and Table Front Row 
Seat," $27 for a “Chairs and Cocktail Table” seat and $25 
for general admission. Tickets include the performance, 
a glass of wine and taste of chocolate. Pre-sale ticket 
purchases are required as seating is limited. Tickets are 
available at LivermoreShakes.org or by calling (925) 443-
BARD.

The 15th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Fel-
lowship Breakfast will be held Mon., Jan. 26 from 
7:30 to 9:30 a.m.

It will take place at the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Pleasanton at the Club, 7050 Johnson Drive.

The event is a celebration of the Tri-Valley com-
munity benefitting the youth and teen leadership 
programs of the Tri-Valley YMCA.

Winners of the annual "Legacy Awards," will be 
recognized. The award given to leaders who have 
"dared to be great" through their time and service to 
the Tri-Valley community. 

This year's winners include:
Dale Eldridge Kaye - CEO, Innovation Tri-Valley 

Leadership Group & President/CEO, Livermore 
Chamber of Commerce

Liz Buckley - Counselor at Valley Continuation 
High School in Dublin

Toys for Tots program - Led by the firefighters of 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department and Alameda 
County Fire Department

Keynote Speaker will be  Napoleon Kaufman, 
Pastor of The Well Christian Community Church and 
Former Running Back for the Oakland Raiders

Tim Sbranti, former Mayor of Dublin, will host the 
event.

Tickets are $40 per person. For additional informa-
tion, please contact the Y at 925.263.4444 or tvinfo@
ymcaeastbay.org. 

For further information and to learn about spon-
sorship opportunities and benefits, please contact 
Kenny Altenburg at kaltenburg@ymcaeastbay.org or 
925.263.4444.

Sunflower Hill, a  Tri-Valley  based non-profit 
organization for families and individuals with spe-
cial needs, has scheduled its second annual financial 
planning symposium for Saturday January 31 at Las 
Positas College. The half-day event will begin at 9 
a.m. and end at 1 p.m. 

The symposium will address the role of public 
benefits and how they can be maximized for individu-
als with special needs/disabilities. Topics include the 
difference between Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI).   Medi-Cal, Medi-Care, In Home 
Support Services (IHSS), special needs trusts, the Af-
fordable Health Care Act and conservatorship issues 
will round out the agenda. 

Speakers will also address the new ABLE (Achiev-
ing a Better Life Experience) Act. ABLE allows for 
tax-advantaged savings accounts for individuals with 
disabilities.

Headlining the event will be Kevin Urbatsch, na-
tional director of the Academy of Special Needs Plan-
ners.  Urbatch’s legal practice is devoted to the unique 
needs of individuals with disabilities.  He will be 
joined by Jim Huyck, former executive director of Alta 
Regional Center and a public benefits consultant and 
Jon Elfin, financial planner with Sagemark Consulting. 

Cost for the half-day symposium is $75 per person 
or $120 per couple.  Regional Center of the East Bay 
clients are urged to contact their case manager as the 
conference may qualify as a reimbursable expense.  

To register, visit the Sunflower Hill website at 
www.sunflowerhill.org

 

Shakespeare’s Associates Produces 
Sonnet Café in Dublin for Valentine’s Day

Fellowship Breakfast to Honor Legacy Award Winners

Financial Symposium 
Offered for Those with 

Special Needs/Disabilities

(continued from page 4)
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Purple Haze tribute to Jimi 
Hendrix will be presented on 
Fri., Feb. 6 from 9:30 p.m. 
to 1:30 a.m. at the Railroad 
Saloon, 2128 Railroad Ave.

Ralph Woodson, guitar, 
lead vocal, has studied his 
idol to the point of being able 
to play the guitar behind his 
back, and with his teeth. 

The youngest of nine, he 
grew up in Richmond, CA, 
and was initially struck by 
the sound of the “Band of 

Gypsys” record. Ralph has toured with Hedzoli Sounds 
(of which Hugh Masekela was a member), as well as The 
Mighty Diamonds, Lady Bianca, Faye Carol, and a Bill 
Kreutzmann (Grateful Dead)/Sy Klopps (Herbie Herbert) 
collaboration called the Trichromes. With the Trichromes 
and later with the Sy Klopps Blues Band, Ralph played on 
big stages opening for Tower of Power, James Brown, ZZ 
Top, and Lynyrd Skynyrd, among others. 

He formed the Ralph Woodson Experience in 2001 
(which became Purple Haze in 2010), focusing on the 
Hendrix material that he grew up with and always loved. 

Open to those age 21 and older.
For information, call the Railroad Saloon at 925-443-

6507. Tickets may be purchased at www.reverbnation.com/
venue/railroadsaloon 

After reading Joshua Safran’s book, Free Spirit: 
Growing Up On the Road and Off the Grid, I had many 
questions to ask him. I wanted to know what he thought 
about his unconventional upbringing, about his turning 
to traditional religious practices in adulthood, how his 
feminist, hippie mother could have fallen for an abusive 
man. He and I sat down in a home in Sunnyvale where 
he and his wife and three daughters were spending the 
Jewish High Holy Days. Here are highlights of that 
interview.

Q: Do you think your childhood and your mother’s 
free spirit and idealism influenced your becoming reli-
gious?

A: Yes, absolutely. I really lacked for structure. I think 
that I am innately spiritual, whether that was because my 
mother succeeded in raising me that way or I’m that way 
genetically. I really reacted to what I believed to be the 
contrived nature of my mother’s religious paths. I used 
to see her and her friends voting on what they were go-
ing to believe in. I wanted something that was ancient.

Q: Does your mother have any regrets about the 
way she raised you, what she subjected you to, living 
under such harsh conditions, without running water and 
electricity, and sometimes even without a roof over your 
head? 

A:  We’ve had several discussions about that. She’ll 
say, for example, “Well, we were on welfare. What else 
was I supposed to do?”  I’ll respond, “There’s got to be 
a lot of other mothers back then who didn’t have to live 
without running water and electricity on a remote moun-
taintop.” She’ll say, “Well, the welfare check would last 
longer if we didn’t have utility bills.” In her mind, there 
was logic to her actions. She’s unapologetic about that 
era.

During his childhood, Joshua had to do without a lot 
of necessities, including adequate medical care. He says 
he didn’t go to a dentist until he went to college. As a 
result, he had to have a lot of teeth replaced. Why didn’t 
Claudia, his mother, make him take better care of his 
teeth, at least to brush them? Joshua says his mother has 
said in recent conversations, “The toothpaste was full 
of chemicals. I tried to get him to brush with salt and he 
wouldn’t. I provided him with an alternative, and the boy 
chose not to brush. That was his decision.” In her mind, 
Joshua says, she had done everything she needed to do. 
The fact that I was six years old was irrelevant. She had 
a parenting philosophy that I should have been able to 
decide for myself, in everything. This was so different 
from her childhood, where she never got a say in any-
thing. She wanted me to be free.

Q: How could your mother, a very intelligent, inde-
pendent, feminist not only be attracted to an abusive man 

like Leopoldo but then marry him and stay with him as 
long as she did?

A: When my mother read those chapters in my book, 
what she said was, “Guilty by reason of insanity.” It’s 
a little bit of a defense mechanism, but I think there’s 
something clinically to it, in that she acknowledges that 
during those years she spent with this guy she was suffer-
ing from a kind of mental illness. “I subjected you to all 
kinds of horrible things that I shouldn’t have,” she said. 
“That’s awful, and I’m sorry.” My mother always judged 
people based on their politics. So, here’s a man who is 10 
years her junior, who is athletic and muscular, and in her 
mind a shaman, a poet, a healer, and a Marxist guerilla 
commander, sort of the best kind of person that you can 
be. And, he’s in love with her. He’s singing songs to her. 
He’s teaching her how to dance and cook. He’s writing 
love poetry and telling her how beautiful she is. On some 
level, he has these flaws, such as his flashbacks and trying 
to mask his pain with alcohol, and his sudden bouts of 
violence, which are all, in her mind, perhaps accurately, 
some form of PTSD. It’s not that he’s a mean person. He’s 
been traumatized and victimized by U.S. foreign policy. 
We are, after all, Americans, and, so in some measure, it’s 
our fault. 

My mother was a frizzy-haired Jewish girl with glasses 
who the boys weren’t swooning over. Here’s a guy who 
thinks she’s so beautiful. He’s jealous that if she makes 
a run to the store that all the men are going to want to be 
with her. How flattering that is. This guy is so jealous and 
possessive of her. She feels love for the first time. When 
he beats her and is really violent with her, it’s only after 
he’s been drinking. It’s clearly not him. It’s because he’s 
got this crippling problem. He’s a beautiful guy. It’s her 
job to heal him and cure him of the sickness he has. Like 
a classic batterer, he’s very apologetic afterward, until the 
next time. 

Today, I can stand back and look at this, since I work 
in this field, and say, oh yes, this is a classic cycle of 
violence. When you’re in it, it doesn’t feel like a cycle of 
violence. He was violent that one time because he was 
jealous. The next time it was because he was hungry and 
she burnt the rice. The next time he was really stressed 
out from his job. In her mind, those three things weren’t 
related. By the time she realized what was happening, we 
were sleeping on the ground on a mountaintop. We were 
geographically isolated, and she was no longer eligible for 
welfare, which was the mechanism that had sort of kept 
us afloat. She was also socially isolated. She didn’t know 
anyone that he didn’t know. There was nowhere that she 
could turn. He was also very explicit in saying, “If you 
ever leave me, I’ll kill you, or I’ll kill myself.”

Q: How could your mother have left you alone for 

days at the Rainbow Festival in the care of Ranger Rick, 
a man she didn’t know?

A: My mother has said about that: “I didn’t know 
that Ranger Rick went back to New York and left you 
alone. People are going to think I’m a terrible parent.” 
My response was: “We hitchhiked across America, we 
got a ride on the Roach Coach from Roachberry Farms 
from some European terrorists, there was tons of drug 
use at this Rainbow gathering where there was no shelter, 
inadequate food, nudity, sexuality, you left me with a 
random stranger who you had never met before who you 
knew only as Ranger Rick, you were so disconnected 
with what was going on that you didn’t even know that 
he left halfway through, and you’re worried that some-
one’s going to think that the fact that he left makes you a 
bad parent?” In her mind, she felt that, I knew him from 
meeting him on that bus. I looked into his soul and I 
trusted him and he was good. In my mind, what I viewed 
back then as a more chaotic, free-spirited experience, my 
mother now thinks of as being the result of well-reasoned 
decision making, radical decision making, but reasoned 
and deliberate.”

Joshua Safran is currently writing a sequel to his first 
book. It will be about the second half of his childhood, 
beginning with the middle-school years.

PART 3: INTERVIEW WITH JOSHUA SAFRAN 

by Sarah Bobson

Jimi Hendrix Tribute Band, 
Purple Haze, Performs
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By Carol Graham
Victor Hugo was on vacation when the novel that 

took him nearly two decades to write was published.  
He sent a single-character telegram to his publisher: 

"?"
His publisher, equally expressive, replied: "!" 
It is an apt response for a work as compelling and 

powerful as Les Misérables.
The Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre is presenting sev-

en performances of the Tony Award-winning musical, 
based on Hugo's 1862 novel.  It opened January 17th. 

From the moment the lights went down, the audi-
ence at Livermore's Bankhead Theater was transported 
by the rare alchemy that takes place when an excep-
tional story is performed by a superb cast, supported by 
talented behind-the-scenes artists. 

"This is a musical unlike any other, with an irresist-
ible appeal unlike any other. No one should go with-
out seeing this show - it changes you," says Mischa 
Stephens, who beautifully captures the sensitivity and 
strength of central character Jean Valjean. "It will make 
you think about the nature of forgiveness, redemption, 
and good vs. evil.  Is there even such a thing as evil, or 
just variations of self-interest and conflicting morali-
ties?  This show deals with so many aspects of life, and 
in a way that we all can relate to - by telling a story 
about love."

Living in 19th-century France, Valjean seeks 
redemption after laboring 19 years in jail for having 
stolen bread for his sister's starving child. He breaks 
parole to start a new life after a kindly bishop shows 
him a tremendous act of mercy, yet he is relentlessly 
tracked down by police inspector Javert.  

Examining the nature of law and grace, the story is 
one of love - not just romantic love, both shared and 
unrequited, but love of family, country, duty, justice 
and humanity.  The characters are swept along by the 
circumstances and events taking place in revolutionary-
era France, culminating with the Paris Uprising of 
1832, or the June Rebellion, in which a group of young 
idealists make their last, unsuccessful stand with a 
street barricade.

"Les Misérables is about overcoming the insur-
mountable," says DC Scarpelli, who gives a deliciously 
big performance as the conning innkeeper Thénardier.  
"Valjean must overcome a lifetime of persecution. The 
revolutionaries are trying to overcome a thousand years 
of tyranny and oppression.  And for our local produc-
tion, there’s the grand scale of this show to overcome 
and turn into an intimate experience between the per-
formers and the audience."

At its best, theater is an intensely intimate medium.  
Everything happens real time, with actors and audience 
breathing the same air, exchanging the same emotional 

energy.  Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre's Les Misérables 
is unquestionably theater at its best.  

"This cast is made up of an ensemble of 40 people 
who are usually cast in leading roles," added Scarpelli. 
"They are, without exception, exceptional."

There are moments in the theater that are so ut-
terly still, it's easy to forget they are being shared by 
more than 500 people, moments such as: when Morgan 
Breedveld, breathtaking as Fantine, hallucinates on 
her deathbed that she is seeing her beloved daughter 
Cosette; when Katherine DelaCruz, beguiling and heart 
wrenching as Éponine, realizes her love loves someone 
else; when Matthew Liebowitz, commanding as Javert, 
cannot live with the dissonance between being legalistic 
and merciful; and when Emily Joy Kessel, captivating 
as young Cosette, plaintively sings "Castle on a Cloud." 

Les Misérables, a sung-through musical, includes the 
classic, mesmerizing songs “I Dreamed a Dream,” “On 
My Own,” “A Heart Full of Love," “Empty Chairs at 
Empty Tables,” and “One Day More.”  Throughout the 
production of more than three hours, Musical Director 
Mark Aubel conducts the orchestra through a sumptu-
ous score that seamlessly and elegantly moves from 
touching to soaring. 

With such weighty themes as poverty, prostitution 
and child labor, Les Misérables includes welcome 
moments of levity. For the rollicking “Master Of The 
House,” the irrepressible DC Scarpelli and Jennifer 

Stark as the Thénardiers are delightfully, unashamedly 
wicked.  

"I have never seen a comedic chemistry as consis-
tently hilarious as DC and Jen," says Stephens.  "I've 
seen their scenes countless times and somehow every 
time I still laugh out loud.  It's impossible not to laugh."

It's advisable to purchase tickets as early as pos-
sible since some performances of the esteemed musical 
are selling out.  Upcoming performances take place 
January 23, 24, 25, 30 and 31. Friday and Saturday 
performances begin at 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m., with 
an additional matinee on Saturday, January 31. Tickets 
cost $39 for adults, $37 for seniors, and $20 for chil-
dren aged 17 and under.  

To check availability and purchase tickets, visit: 
livermoreperformingarts.org or the Bankhead Theater 
box office at 2400 First Street.  

For Morgan Breedveld (Fantine), performing in Les 
Misérables has been a dream come true.  

"I have loved this musical since I was a little girl; I 
even named my dog Éponine when I was six," she says, 
noting that she will never forget working with a cast 
that is so loving and supportive.  "That is a very impor-
tant factor when performing a show about love."

After all, it was Hugo who wrote, "To love another 
person is to see the face of God."

Perhaps the only thing left to say is, "!" 

 Review: Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre Production

Les Misérables: Compelling, Powerful Tale of Love 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen
Mischa Stephens performs 
the role of central character 
Jean Valjean (above right). 
At left, one of the scenes is 
pictured.
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The Livermore Art Association Gallery is featuring the 
work of two artists in February. Bill Hackett, photography; 
and, Helen Harrison, jewelry.

Helen has been with the gallery for a year. She works 
mostly with natural gemstones and loves the variety of 
textures and colors. Her goal is to make jewelry that people 
will love forever.

Hackett states,  The environmental diversity of  “Natural 
California,” and the life it engenders, were the inspirations 
for these photographs. He adds that all of his images begin 
with the capture of the raw image. From there, he goes on 
to create the photograph, using only the best of the many 
captures. 

Each month the work of one 2-D and one 3-D artist is 
featured. The gallery also invited non-gallery LAA members 
to apply to be a featured artist. More information can be 
found at www.livermoreartassociation.org.

The Gallery is located in the old Carnegie Library, 2155 
Third St., Livermore. It is open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wed.-
Sun. and stays open until 8 p.m. when Thursday Farmers' 
Markets  are in operation.

ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, offers 
art classes, unusual gifts, painting 
rentals, art exhibits and information 
pertaining to the art field, 2155 Third 
St., Livermore. The gallery has been 
open since 1974 and is run as a co-op 
by local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 
11:30-4 p.m. For information call 
449-9927.

California Watercolor Association’s 
45th Annual National Exhibition. 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton. 75 artists 
from California and beyond have 
been accepted by this year's judges 
Eric Weigardt (selection) and Gary 
Bukovnic (awards). A wide variety of 
styles and types of water media are 
represented. Painting demonstrations 
most Saturdays during the exhibition, 
from 11:30-2:30. For complete listing 
of artists, visit www.firehousearts.
org. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m. Harrington Gallery at the 

reception Feb. 12. www.dublin.ca.gov, 
556-4500.

Special Winter Exhibits: Photo Montage 
and Quilt Works exhibits, January 
15 through February 21. Two unique 
artists will exhibit at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton. Fiber and quilting 
artist Franki Kohler; PhotoMontage 
artist/storyteller Deborah Griffin. The 
public is invited to explore and enjoy 
the exhibits during Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter open hours.   Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Donations always 
appreciated. For more information, 
contact Gallery Director: JFinegan@
cityofpleasantonca.gov, or call the 
gallery: 925-931-4849.

Livermore Art Association "Grapes to 
Wine in Art" show at the Livermore 
Civic Library.  Sun., Jan. 25th - Fri., 
Feb. 27th.  Reception, Wed., Feb. 4th 
5:30PM - refreshments served and 
awards announced. LAA artists will 
showcase fine art pertaining to vine-
yards and winemaking and show their 
appreciation for living and producing 
art in our own wine making region. The 
show will be judged by artists in the 
wine industry for merit that represents 
the vineyards and wineries in the 
Livermore Valley area.    

Call for entries, Bothwell Arts Center 
and the Silicon Valley Women’s Caucus 
for Art announces an open call for 
entries for a new exhibit entitled 
SWAN Day/Support Women Artists 
Now. Designed to raise awareness of 
women artists, SWAN Day (Support 
Women Artists Now) works towards 
developing opportunity and visibility for 

women artists. The exhibition will be on 
display March 3 through May 4, 2015, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St.,, 
Livermore. The reception will be held 
on Thursday, April 2 from 6:00-7:30 
pm. Deadline for application is Friday, 
February 13, electronic images via 
email. Visit http://bit.ly/1zwESn4 for 
a detailed prospectus and agreement. 
Contact Anne Giancola at agiancola@
livermoreperformingarts.org with any 
questions. 

 Call for entries, the Bothwell Arts Center 
is seeking visual artists to enter an 
open juried art show in conjunction 
with Visit Tri-Valley’s Romancing 
the Arts Festival. The exhibition will 
be on display January 27 through 
March 3, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St.,, Livermore. The reception 
will be held on Sunday, February 22 
from 2:00- 4:00 pm. The deadline 
for application is Friday, January 
16, through electronic images via 
email.  Visit http://bit.ly/1zwESn4 for 
a detailed prospectus and agreement. 
Contact Anne Giancola at agiancola@
livermoreperformingarts.org with any 
questions. 

Student art contest, California Arts 
Council invites California students to 
participate in the Conservation Creativ-
ity Challenge Poster Contest. This 
contest supports State Drought Task 
Force efforts and Governor Brown's 
goal of awakening all Californians to 
the ongoing need for water conserva-
tion. The contest aims to educate 
students about the serious matter 
of California's drought, and to help 
raise awareness of everyday water 
conservation practices through the arts 
and creativity. All California students 
in 4th and 5th grade are eligible to 
participate and win prizes, including 
gift cards, and the opportunity for their 
artwork to be displayed in the State 
Capitol. Complete contest details and 
teacher curriculum and lesson planning 
resources are available at www.arts.
ca.gov/conservation. Student entries 
must be submitted by March 31, 2015.

Call for Artists, Livermore Art Associa-
tion Art in the Vineyards  -- May, 24 
at Wente Vineyards is accepting 
applications from LAA members and 
non-members, 2 dimensional art, 
Photography and pottery. Request ap-
plications at ekeele@sbcglobal.net

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 

a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. Artists bring finished or 
unfinished work to show and if desired, 
receive a critique from the group. 
Refreshments are brought by some of 
the artists, and a donation of $5.00 
is desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne Miller 
at danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss and 

share work with Professional Artists 
in sketching, painting, exhibiting and 
marketing your work. ACC members 
currently working on exhibiting theme 
works, under the Inspiration of "The 
Artist's Edge /The Edge of Art & Chosen 
Pathways." Meets and Critiques Friday 
mornings in Pleasanton. PoetryOnCan-
vas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring 
their own materials and easels. Open 
to all artists. Professional artist models 
(nude). No instructor. Students under 
18 need written parental permission to 
attend. Cost $20 per session. Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Coffee, tea and refreshments are avail-
able. Call or e-mail Barbara Stanton 
for more info about the workshop, 
925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at The 
Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. Join 
us as we challenge ourselves to poeti-
cally relay our thoughts, emotions and 
experiences through poetry. Become a 
member & share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for more 
info on Theme Challenges, Membership 
& Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 2nd 
and last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio located 
at 1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $5 fee to 
cover meeting costs.

MTAC Master Class, Feb. 21 2:00-
4:00pm in the Black Box Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. Free

Pleasanton Art League, drawing work-
shop led by Francesca Pastine on May 
2 and 3 at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton. The workshop fee is 
$199 early bird before March 15, 2015 
or $209 after that.  To register online, 
go to www.palworkshop5.eventbrite.
com  To register by mail, please provide 
name, address, phone, email and mail 
it with your check payable to Pleasan-
ton Art League, c/o Workshops, P.O. Box 
23, Pleasanton, CA 94566. For more 
information, go to www.pal-art.com

WINE & SPIRITS
Winter Wonderland at Rodrigue 

Molyneaux Winery, 3053 Marina 
Ave., Livermore. Saturday, January 
24th 12:30pm – 5:00pm. Warm up 
with a glass of hot mulled wine, 2 for 
1 tasting fees all weekend and a 25% 
discount on select wines. Additional 
information at www.rmwinery.com 

Las Positas Vineyards, Livermore, 
Saturday & Sunday January 24th & 
25th honoring Gold Medal winning 
Estate Tempranillo.  Tempranillo & 
Spanish cheese tasting flight.  $10 

for club members & $15 for general 
public.  Sunday featuring live music 
by guitarist Anthony Delaney from 
1:30pm-4:30pm.   For more details 
please contact us at 925-449-9463 or 
email curt@laspositasvineyards.com 
Tasting room hours 11:30am - 4:30pm. 
Sunday, January 25th " Sunday 
Funday" event with  wine & cheesecake 
cupcake pairing flight. $10 for club 
members & $15 for non-members;  live 
music featuring guitarist by Anthony 
Delaney from 1:30-4:30pm check out 
his website at www.anthonyotisdel-
aney.com   For more details please 
contact us at 925-449-9463 or email 
curt@laspositasvineyards.com.

Fenestra Winery Souper Bowl on Jan. 
24 and 25 from noon to 5 p.m.  Guest 
chefs, from local restaurants, will 
present soups of assorted kinds. Eddie 
Papa’s Grill will be bringing back its 
award-winning Artichoke & Chile soup 
from last year. The public is invited 
to sample the soups and breads, 
taste award winning wine, and enjoy 
an afternoon in the historic winery 
building.  Local vendors will also be 
on hand selling their arts and crafts. 
The $15.00 entry fee includes a logo 
wine glass, buffet plate, soup samples, 
and recipes. Event charge for Wine 
Club “Fanatics” and non-drinkers is 
$5.00. 83 Vallecitos Road, Livermore, 
(925) 447-5246 or email info@
fenestrawinery.com

Charles R Vineyards hosting 7th Annual 
on Sat., Jan. 31 from 11:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. "Cabstravaganza." Taste the 
winery's big bold Cabernet Sauvignons. 
8195 Crane Ridge Road in Livermore

Wente Vineyards, Romance, Wine & 
Chocolate in the Event Center, 5050 
Arroyo Road, Livermore. 5 wine & 
dessert pairings prepared by Wente 
Vineyards. Learn how chocolate and 
wine can pair to create a romantic 
experience. Saturday, February 14, 12 
pm & 3:30 pm, $35 Club Wente/$40 
public. Reservations required. 
925.456.2424. Valentine's Day 
Weekend Brunch in The Barrel Room, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore; Sunday, 
February 15, 11 am & 1:30 pm. $45 
Club Wente/$50 public. Reservations 
required. 925.456.2424.

Thomas Coyne Winery Winter Open 
House Feb. 14, 15 & 16.  noon to 5 
p.m. Wine releases:  2013 Zinfandel, 
2011 Graciano, 2012 Quest, and 2010 
Mourvèdre. Thomas Coyne Winery, 
2405 Research Dr., Livermore, (925) 
373-6541, http://thomascoynewinery.
com

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council 

Presents: ‘A Night to Remember’ 
8 p.m. Jan. 24, Amador Theater, 
1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
Featuring pianists Tamriko Siprashvili 
and Temirzhan Yerzhanov in concert 
to benefit Arts in the Schools. Tickets 
available at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
www.firehousearts.org. 

An Evening with Molly Ringwald, 7:30 
p.m. Thurs., Feb. 12. Bankhead The-

Wente Vineyards Estate 
Winery presents the Art 
of Ken L. Smith from 
January 26 to February 
26. Reception for the artist 
will be held from 1 to 3 
p.m. on Sun., Feb. 1 at the 
winery, 5565 Tesla Road, 
Livermore. No admission 
charge.  The paint ing 
pictured is "Winter in 
Yosemite Valley." 

Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton, 
4444 Railroad Avenue. Donations 
always appreciated. Exhibit dates: 
January 14 through February 21, 2015.

Abstract Watercolors by Linda Jeffery 
Sailors at the Nancy Thompson PAL 
wall at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. On view Jan. 
5 to Feb. 3. 

Flow, exhibition of Linda Ryan's new 
abstracts and the Wente Vineyards 
Small Lot Artist Series at Wente Vine-
yards Estate Winery, 5565 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore. Display through January 25; 
small lot artist series wines available 
while supplies last. 456-2305 or www.
wentevineyards.com, www/lindaryan-
fineart.com.

Wente Vineyards Estate Winery 
presents the Art of Ken L. Smith from 
January 26 to February 26. Reception 
for the artist will be held from 1 to 3 
p.m. on Sun., Feb. 1 at the winery, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. No admis-
sion charge.

Dublin Crush, exhibit, Feb. 7-March 1, 
Heritage Park and Museums. Opening 

Artists' Work at LAA Gallery
Nestled Buttercups by Bill Hackett
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ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Ricky Nelson Remembered, starring 
Matthew and Gunnar Nelson. 8 p.m. 
Fri., Feb. 13. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov, Feb. 
13-March 8. Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre, 22311 N. Third St., Hayward. 
Program and facility of the Hayward 
Area Recreation and Park District. 
www.dmtonline.org or 510-881-6777. 

Del Valle Fine Arts, Cypress String Quar-
tet, 8 p.m. Feb. 14. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Pacific Chamber Symphony, 2 p.m. 
Feb. 15, Romance in the Valley. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Ottmar Liebert, contemporary Flamenco, 
7:30 p.m. Wed., Feb. 18. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

The Music of ABBA, 8 p.m. Fri., Feb. 
20. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.com 
or 373-6800.

Livermore-Amador Symphony, pres-
ents Young Love, 8 p.m. Sat., Feb. 
21, solos by winners of the 2-14-15 
Competition for Young Musicians. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Strait Country: A Tribute to George 
Strait featuring Buck Ford and his 
Pure Country Band, Feb. 22, 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848. 

Swingle Singers Versatile A Cappella 
from London, Feb. 27, 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Solo & Ensemble Festival for music 
students from the Tri-Valley Area 
on Feb. 28 at Las Positas College. 
Presented by the  Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District (LVJUSD) Music 
Department. 8:30 am until 4:30 pm, 
followed by a formal, “Command Per-
formance” at 7:00 pm in the Barbara 
Mertes Center for the Arts on campus. 
All events and performances, including 
the evening command performance are 
open to the public. Admission is free. 
Las Positas Collage is located at 3000 
Campus Hill Drive in Livermore. 

 
ON THE STAGE
Les Misérables, weekends Jan. 17-31, 

8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m. 
Sundays. Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

Forever Plaid, When four young singers 
are killed in a car crash, they posthu-
mously take the stage for one final gig 
in this goofy 1950's nostalgia trip.  This 
deliciously fun revue is chock-full of 
classic barbershop quartet harmonies 

and wonderful tunes, as The Plaids 
perform some of the greatest hits from 
the 1950s before returning back to 
Heaven. Plaid Performances:  January 
30 (8 pm), January 31 (2 pm), Febru-
ary 7 (8 pm), February 13 (8 pm), and 
February 15 (2 pm)

The Ladies Man, Jan. 30-Feb. 15, Role 
Players Ensemble, The Village Theater, 
233 Front St., Danville. In Belle Epoque 
Paris, the recently married Dr. Hecule 
Molineaux tells “one, tiny, little, hardly 
noticeable lie” to cover an innocent 
but embarrassing indiscretion. From 
that single untruth tumbles a cascade 
of increasingly convoluted deceptions, 
misunderstandings and mistaken iden-
tities. Embracing the true essence of 
the chase, www.RolePlayersEnsemble.
com, (925) 820-1278

The Taffetas,  It is 1950-something, and 
these four singing sisters from Muncie, 
Indiana are making their national 
television debut. The Taffetas pays 
tribute to the sounds of The McGuire 
Sisters, The Fontane Sisters and The 
Chordettes.  Sisters “Kaye,” “Peggy,” 
“Cheryl” and “Donna” take you back to 
Sunday night television on that 12-inch 
black-and-white screen! Taffeta Perfor-
mances:  January 31 (8 pm), February 
6 (8 pm), February 7 (2 pm), February 
8 (2 pm), February 14 (8 pm)

Faculty Showcase, Feb. 5, 7:00pm in the 
Main Stage Theater, Barbara F. Mertes 
Center for the Arts, Las Positas College, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Free 

Love Letters, Encore Players presenta-
tion at Bothwell Arts Center in Liver-
more, 2466 8th Street, over Valentine’s 
Day weekend. February 13 and 14 
performances are at 8 p.m., with a 
February 15 matinee at 2 p.m. General 
seating tickets cost $25, and can be 
purchased through the Bankhead Box 
Office, 2240 First St., Livermore or 
online at www.bankheadtheater.org. 
For more information about the Encore 
Players, contact Patrick Moore at 
moorepcleve@gmail.com.

Creatures of Impulse Presents: Face-
Off 2015, Feb. 19 and 21. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

The Intergalactic Nemesis, live-action 
graphic novel. 8 p.m. Sat., Feb. 28. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, First Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 p.m. through June 
2015 at the Pleasanton Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. Feb. 5, The Miracle 
Worker; Mar. 5, Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid; Apr. 2, Dog Day After-
noon; May 7, Coal Miner's Daughter; 
June 4, My Left Foot. Theme Almost 
True, presented by Las Positas College 
coordinator of the Humanities Candace 
Klaschus, a film historian. Pleasanton 
Library meeting room. The programs 
are free and all are welcome to attend. 
Note that some films are mature in 
content and may not be suitable for 

children. 931-3400, ext. 4.

DANCE
Russian National Ballet Theatre, 7:30 

p.m. Mon., Feb. 2. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800. 

The Lion King, A Dance Revue, Liver-
more School of Dance, Feb. 6 and 7, 
7 p.m. at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Includes jazz, tap, 
hip hop, modern, contemporary/lyrical, 
ballet and pointe. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800.

AUDITIONS/REGISTRATIONS
Singing Opportunity:  Auditions are 

being held through February to for 
experienced tenors with excellent pitch 
and musical skill to fill a vacant spot 
in the 8 voice a cappella group  called 
Vita Voci.  The singer must be secure in 
his own part, able to blend and carry a 
line alone.  The group sings Madrigals 
mostly, and has plans to broaden to 
other mixed a cappella music as well.  
Interested singers should contact Su-
san Anderson at vitavocimadrigals@
gmail.com or call 510.708.3938

OPERA
Livermore Valley Opera's Soirée Series, 

special evening of opera, wine and food 
at a private home. Intimate Musical 
Evening at Villa per Dué, Saturday, 
February 7, 2015 4:30- 7:30; $90 
before January 20, 2015 Attendance 
limited to 85 people. Artistic Director 
Alexander Katsman will accompany a 
selection of professional opera singers. 
Featured singer is baritone Daniel Cilli 
who performed the role of Dandini in 
LVO's production of Cinderella (March 
2014). www.livermorevalleyopera.com

 
MISCELLANEOUS
Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 

Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., Liver-
more. Sponsored by LVPAC and Peet's. 
Information go to http://facebook.com/
StoriedNights 

Patrick Hunt: Getting to Know the Ice-
man: New Science on an Old Mummy. 
Hunt describes new research on the 
oldest mummy ever discovered. 7:30 
p.m., Jan. 29. Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org, 373-6800.

New Orleans Bash at the Bothwell Arts 
Center, 8th and H Streets, Livermore. 
Saturday, February 7, 2015. Tickets are 
$15 in advance and can be purchased 
now through the Bankhead Theater 
ticket office or for $20 at the door. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org

Museum on Main 2015 Ed Kinney 
Speaker Series, An Evening with 
Pleasanton Historian Ken MacLennan, 
Tuesday, February 10th, 7pm: A new 
look at an old story with Ken MacLen-
nan, Pleasanton historian and author 
of Pleasanton, California: A Brief 
History by History Press. Books will be 

available for purchase at the event and 
MacLennan will sign copies following 
the talk. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. Tickets 
may be purchased online at www.
museumonmain.org, at Museum on 
Main during regular operating hours or 
by phoning the museum at (925) 462-
2766. For more information about the 
Ed Kinney Speakers Series visit www.
museumonmain.org or phone Museum 
on Main at (925) 462-2766.

Shakespeare’s Associates Sonnet Cafe: 
February 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 and 22. 
8 p.m on Fridays and Saturdays and 
2 p.m. on Sundays. Dublin Heritage 
Center Sunday School Barn. A romantic 

evening of wine, chocolate and poems 
of passion. www.livermoreshakes.org 

Loving Livermore Heritage, February 
15 and February 21, Carnegie Park in 
downtown Livermore. Noon to 3:00 
p.m. Activities will include city walking 
tours at $5.00/family, the HistoryMo-
bile, museum tours, visits with Robert 
and Josefa Livermore, Livermore’s first 
couple, children’s crafts, food vendors, 
and hot chocolate for sale by Scout 
Troop 939. Presented by Livermore 
Heritage Guild in conjunction with 
Romancing the Arts in the Tri-Valley.

Dessert and Murder at the Duarte 
Garage. February 21, from 7:00 - 9:30 
p.m.  a murder mystery event with 

dessert bar. Actors in the murder 
mystery will all be portraying historical 
Livermore characters. Homemade des-
serts and drinks while you try to solve 
a murder! Wine will be available for 
purchase. There will also be a raffle in-
cluding original watercolors and prints 
by local Livermore artists Carolyn 
Ramsey, Tilli Calhoun, and Don Larsen. 
Tickets for “Murder at the Duarte 
Garage” are $20.00/person and can be 
purchased at The Carnegie Building or 
on Brown Paper Tickets. http://www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/1072474 
Presented by Livermore Heritage Guild 
in conjunction with Romancing the Arts 
in the Tri-Valley.

 



Pleasanton North Rotary (PNR) will offer a full-filled afternoon and evening for parents 
and children at the third-annual PNR Spaghetti Feed & Family Carnival. It will be held at 
the Veterans Memorial Building at 301 Main St., Pleasanton, from 4 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, 
Jan. 25. 

The family-oriented event supports the PNR and Pleasanton youth programs including 
the Interact Club of Foothill High School and Abbie 4-H Club, according to Tina Case, 
event organizer.

Geared to be an inexpensive family outing, the event provides various local youth groups 
with an opportunity to raise funds by operating carnival games. PNR will sponsor a raffle. 
Desserts will be awarded to the winners of cake walk competitions.  Admission is $10 per 
person. Children under 10 will be admitted for free. 

Dinner includes a mixed salad with dressing, pasta with a red meat or marinara sauce, 
and toasted garlic bread. Bottled water is free. Wine and beer will be available by the glass 
($5). Wine will also be sold by the bottle ($15). 

Tickets can be purchased for cash at the door. 
For more information, see the Pleasanton North Rotary website (www.pnr-rotary.org) 

or Facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pleasanton-North-Rotary/10856317
2530139?fref=ts) 
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of 
Bulletin Board or email information to ed-
itmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Paws In Need Valentine Crab Feed 
on Saturday, February 7th, 2015.  The 
evening includes dinner and a fun raffle 
6-10 pm at the Shannon Center, 11600 
Shannon Avenue in Dublin. Fresh cracked 
crab, pasta, Caesar salad, bread, dessert, 
and coffee or tea. A no-host bar offering 
beer, wine, and nonalcoholic beverages 

Ave., Livermore. For information or to 
RSVP, contact Muriel Springer at 447-1920 
or MSprin9991@aol.com. 

The Hindu Community and Cultural 
Center, Inc., of Livermore annual Grant 
In Aid Program.  A total grant amount 
of $25,000 will be distributed in the year 
2015. Human Services agencies that meet 
the needs of the elderly, abused women, 
and youth which are primarily funded by 
private donations, are encouraged to apply 
for these grants. Organizations should 
provide the following details along with 
their application: a mission statement, 
sample project(s), specific project for 
which the grant will be utilized, and any 
other information in support of the ap-
plication. All applications must be mailed 
to the following address by February 6, 
2015: Chairperson, Human Services, 
HCCC, Inc., 1232, Arrowhead Avenue, 
Livermore, CA 94551-6963 Applications 
sent via email will not be accepted.  For 
questions and clarifications, please email 
karuna95135@yahoo.com.

Livermore Adult Community Educa-
tion Center 2014-2015 Winter registration 
will start in January. Register online at 
www.livermoreadulted.org or walk-in to 
register at 1401 Almond Avenue, Liver-
more, CA. The Livermore Adult Community 
Education offices are open Monday-Thurs-
day 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Call for more 
information (925) 606-4722.  Microsoft 
Office Specialist Authorized Testing Center. 
For course dates and times, go to www.
livermoreadulted.org.

Livermore-Amador Genealogi-
cal Society will present Roger Howland 
on February 9.  The topic is Indentured 
Servants in the history of United States. 
He is currently volunteering as an assist-
ing historian at the Society of Mayflower 
Descendants.  The meeting will be held at 
Congregation Beth Emek at 3400 Nevada 
Court¸  Pleasanton.  Meeting starts at 
7:30 with no charge, visitors welcome.   
For more information contact: Pat 
Northam.  Program chair person, e-mail:    
@L-AGS.org

Fundraiser for Sunset Elementary 
School PTO, “The Course at Wente Vine-
yard” on Sunday February 1, 2015   8:15 
AM Shotgun Start with an estimated end 
time 1:00 PM.  As part of the Livermore 
community, Sunset Alumni, parents, 
family and friends are all invited to this 
special fund-raiser. Cost includes donation 
to Sunset Elementary School PTO, round 
of golf with cart, range balls, prizes plus 
adult beverages and water while supplies 
last. Shamble format. $150/person. To join 
this fund-raiser at "The Course at Wente 
Vineyard", please email name and handi-
cap to Ryan Anderson Ryan@371Ryan.
com, or call 925-371-RYAN.  Contact Ryan 
for PayPal link or mail your check to Ryan 
Anderson, 1686 2nd Street, Livermore 
94550.    

Tri-Valley Haven Provides Indi-
vidual Counseling & Group Therapy, for 
over thirty five years, Tri-Valley Haven, a 
non-profit agency, has provided shelter 
and counseling for survivors of sexual as-
sault, battered women and their children 
in the Tri-Valley area. The Haven provides 
group and individual therapy for survivors 
of domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
poverty. For more information on Tri-Valley 
Haven’s Sexual Assault and Domestic 
Violence Support Groups and Individual 
Counseling, please call: (925) 449-5845. 

15th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Fellowship Breakfast, Mon., Jan. 26, 
7:30-9:30 a.m.  DoubleTree by Hilton 
Pleasanton at the Club, 7050 Johnson 
Drive, Pleasanton. Keynote Speaker: Napo-
leon Kaufman, Pastor of The Well Christian 
Community Church and former running 
back for the Oakland Raiders. Hosted by 
former Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti. $40 
per person. Presented by the Tri-Valley 
YMCA. For additional information, please 
contact the Y at 925.263.4444 or tvinfo@
ymcaeastbay.org.

Livermore Library Board, meeting 
Jan. 22 at 7 p.m. at the Civic Center Li-
brary, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda 
will be posted at the library 72 hours prior 
to the meeting.

ClutterLess Self Help Support 
Group, nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, 
support group for people with difficulty 
discarding unwanted possessions. Clut-
tering is a psychological issue, not an 
organizing issue. New meeting location: 
Parkview,100 Valley Avenue (main 
entrance), 2nd Floor Activity Room, Pleas-
anton. Mondays except some holidays 
7:00 to 8:30 pm. Come or call a volunteer 
at 925)289-5356 or 925-922-1467. More 
information at: www.ClutterLess.org 

Campana Jazz Festival 40th 
Anniversary "After Party" Celebra-
tion. All former Amador Valley Band HS 
members are invited after the Festival to 
Dinner, Music, and more in celebration of 
40 years of the Campana Jazz Festival. 
Saturday February 14, 2015 from 7:00pm 
to 11:30pm at Castlewood Country Club, 
Pleasanton Tickets: $50 in advance, $60 
at the door. Students, directors, alumni, 
community supporters, and anyone who 
loves Jazz is invited to attend the Dinner 
at themed Food Stations, no-host bar, 
and of course live Jazz music throughout 
the night. Tickets available at www.
amadormusic.org 

Covered CA and MediCal Health 
Insurance assistance in Spanish, 
Cantonese and English is available at 
Dublin Library (200 Civic Plaza). Walk in 
welcome on Jan. 26, Feb. 2 & 9 between 1 
and 4PM. Both enrollment and information 
available. Open Enrollment will end Feb. 
15, 2015. Do not wait till the last minute. 
For more information email TVP4ACA@
gmail.com. 

Wellness Lecture: Losing Weight 
on a Gluten-Free Diet, Thurs., Jan. 
22. Coach Kim Rice will share with us 
the benefits of a gluten-free diet, how 
to implement it to optimize health and 
achieve and maintain a healthy body 
weight. 6pm -7pm. Free. New Leaf Com-
munity Market, Vintage Hills Shopping 
Center, 3550 Bernal Ave, Pleasanton. 
Preregister at www.newleaf.com/events/ 
Tasting for Tailgating, the New Leaf 
Way, Jan. 24, 1 pm -3 pm. Free. New Leaf 
Community Market, Vintage Hills Shopping 
Center, 3550 Bernal Ave, Pleasanton. 
www.newleaf.com/events. Understanding 
Allergies and Alternative Ways to Treat 
Them, Homeopathic Doctor Igor Bobritsky   
6 pm -7 pm. Free. New Leaf Community 
Market, Vintage Hills Shopping Center, 
3550 Bernal Ave, Pleasanton. Preregister 
at www.newleaf.com/events/

 Tea Dance featuring The Mel-
lotones Combo Jazz Band, presented by 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Pleasant Post 
6298, 1 to 3 p.m. Veterans Hall, 301 Main 
St., Pleasanton. Dates in 2015 include 
Feb. 18, March 18, April 15, May 20, June 
17, Sept. 16, and Oct. 21. Music from the 

American songbook played for listening 
and dancing in a variety of ballroom expe-
riences. Cover charge is $8 and includes 
refreshments. Proceeds benefit needy 
veterans and their families. Information 
joephylb@att.net or 443-2224.

Pleasanton Tulancingo Sister City 
Association youth cultural exchange 
summer program is beginning the 
candidate process. To participate in the 
program, a student needs to be entering 
his or her sophomore –senior year in high 
school in the fall and have completed 
a second year of Spanish by the end of 
this school year. Students can attend any 
informational meeting regardless of their 
school of attendance to learn about the 
application and selection process: Febru-
ary 18 7-8 PM at Chamber of Commerce 
777 Peters Ave. More information about 
the exchange program can be found on 
Pleasanton Tulancingo Sister City Associa-
tion's website at  ptsca.org. Questions 
or would to recommend a student, email 
annangst@sbcglobal.net or call at 925 
209-5825. 

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA,  Jan. 29, 1 p.m. lunch in Fremont, 
RSVP by Jan. 27 to Ginny, 510-656-5625.

 2015 Business Expo and Flavor 
of Dublin is set for Thursday, Feb. 26. 
Co-hosted by the Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce and City of Dublin, will take 
place from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Shannon 
Community Center, 11600 Shannon Ave., 
Dublin. Businesses are invited to sign 
up to participate. Exhibit space is 8 x 8 
and includes a 6 foot table, skirting and 
two chairs. The fee is $175 for chamber 
members and $275 for nonmembers. 
Booth participants are encouraged to 
donate a raffle prize for a general drawing, 
rather than individual booth drawings. 
Businesses donating a prize will be 
recognized at the time of drawing. Booth 
spaces are limited. For information, go to 
www.dublinchamberofcommerce.org or 
call (925) 828-6200. 

Rotarian Foundation of Livermore 
encourages Tri-Valley residents to pur-
chase gift tickets to the Bella Rosa Ball on 
February, 14, 2015 from 6 – 10:30 pm at 
the new event center at the Garre Winery 
at 7986 Tesla Road in Livermore. The Ball, 
which is a Foundation fund-raiser for Axis 
Community Health programs, features a 
divine three-course gourmet meal with 
choice of entree, a glass of champagne 
and wine, dessert, and an evening of 
dancing to the Cool Tones Big Band. 
Tickets are only $125 per person. For more 
details and an online registration link, just 
visit rotarianfoundationlivermore.org. To 
learn more about Axis Community Health, 
visit www.axishealth.org. 

Job Consultations, Pleasanton Public 
Library offers free consultations with 
an experienced Employment Recruiter. 
Receive help with resume writing, find 
employment web sites, learn how to 
search for a job on the web, and get help 
with online applications. The Pleasanton 
Library has support materials available to 
assist you. Sign up at the Reference Desk 
for a 20 minute consultation. Appoint-
ments available on selected Wednesday 
evenings and Saturday afternoons. A 
new time and format added on Thursday 
afternoons, for a half or full hour. For 
appointments call the Reference Desk at 
925/931-3400, ext. 4. This is an ongoing 
service. Library programs are free and 
open to everyone. The library is located at 

Families will line up again for a good Italian dinner, fun and games at the Third Annual 
Pasta Feed & Family Carnival, Sunday, Jan. 25, 4-8 p.m. at the Veteran’s Memorial 
Build, 301 Main St., Pleasanton. 

Rotary Pasta Feed to Offer Good Food & Fun 

will be available.  All proceeds will benefit 
local pets and animals. The Paws In Need 
(PIN) Spay/Neuter and “Just Like New” 
programs rely solely on public donations. 
Contributions from the community help 
PIN provide financial assistance for 
veterinary medical needs to prevent 
unnecessary euthanasia of animals in 
the Tri-Valley area. Dinner tickets are $55 
per person. Tickets are available online at 
www.Paws-In-Need.org or by mail; send 
checks to Paws In Need, P.O. Box 3436, 
San Ramon, CA 94583. Contact event 
coordinator Cindy Ferrin at cferrin@
pacbell.net or 925-323-8517 for more 
information.

Crab Feed, Eagles annual Valentine's 

Day Crab Feed, Sat., Feb. 14, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Hall, 527 No. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore. Crab, pasta, salad, rolls 
and dessert. $40 per person. Deadline for 
tickets Feb. 1. Call the hall at 449-6281 or 
449-4557 or Bud at 443-3494.

Retired Public Employees Associa-
tion (RPEA), all retired public employees 
under the CalPERS retirement program 
invited to attend bi-monthly meetings  
first Thursday of every other month. 
Thurs., Feb. 5, guest speaker Michael 
Bilbrey, California School Employees 
Assoc. president, CalPERS board member 
and executive VP of the California Labor 
Federation. Meetings 10:45 a.m. at Emil 
Villa's Hickory Pit & Grill, 3054 Pacific 
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400 Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.
Fertile Groundworks offers op-

portunities to volunteer in a community 
educational garden each Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10:00-noon and Fridays 
from 3:00-6:00. Additional volunteer op-
portunities are available the 1st, 2nd and 
3rd Saturdays of the month from 9:00-
noon. The organization provides organi-
cally grown produce to local food programs 
for those in need, as well as serving as a 
teaching garden. Those interested to visit 
www.fertilegroundworks.org and like us 
on our Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/FertileGroundWorks) to sign-up for 
volunteer opportunities. 4743 East Ave., 
Livermore (directly behind Asbury United 
Methodist Church).

American Legion Post 47 in 
Livermore is looking for veterans in the 
Livermore area who are interested in 
performing community service for young 
people and promoting veterans affairs. 
Interested veterans will meet with other 
like minded veterans for camaraderie and 
support of veteran’s causes. The American 
Legion is the largest federally chartered 
veteran’s organization that is the veterans 
lobby and voice to congress. The Liver-
more American Legion Post 47 meets the 
second and fourth Monday of each month 
at 6:30 PM at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 522 South L Street, Livermore. 
Enter the building from the ramp on the 
5th Street side. For more information go 
to http://www.calegion.org/ or contact Bill 
Bergmann at calegion.post47@gmail.
com or (925) 443-2330 or Roy Warner at 
925-449-6048.

Crab Feed, Sat., Jan. 31, Shrine 
Event Center, 170 Lindberg Ave., Liver-
more, 6 p.m. to midnight. St. Michael's/
St. Charles CYO basketball fund-raiser. 
Includes dinner and dancing as well 
as raffle prizes. All you can eat crab or 
chicken, pasta, bread and salad. Adults 
only please, $45 per person. Purchase 
online drink and raffle tickets smsccyo.org. 
Additional information njfromindy@yahoo.
com or 216-2519. 

Crab Feed, sponsored by the 
Livermore High School Alumni Assoc. 
on Friday, March 20, 2015. Event sup-
ports programs, students, & faculty at 
Livermore High School. More info to come. 
Want tickets? Want to help? Contact 
livermorehighalumni@gmail.com or Ray 
at 925-606-5518.

Writing club for young adults, 
Whether a seasoned writer or just starting 
out, join published Young Adult author J.L. 
Powers at Livermore Public Library for 
the Writing Club for Young Adults, ages 13 
through 21 will meet from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
on the third Thursday of the month. The 
meetings will be held at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 South Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore. The club is free and no regis-
tration is required. For more information, 
please visit TEEN SPACE on the library’s 
website: www.livermorelibrary.net, or 
contact Jennifer at 925-373-5576.

Eric's Corner is a free support 
group for people who are dealing with a 
diagnosis of Epilepsy. Meetings are held 
at 5725 W Las Positas Blvd., second floor, 
Pleasanton. We meet from 6:30 -8;00 
on the third Thursday of each month. 
For more information please visit us at 
ericscorner.org 

Pleasanton Lions Club- welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our commu-

nity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd 
& 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The Regalia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers, reaching 
out to those in need in the Tri-Valley and 
having fun doing it. Regular meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 Valley 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, 
see our website, www.amadorvalley.
assistanceleague.org, e-mail assistance-
leagueamadorvalley@yahoo.com, or call 
(925) 461-6401.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since Janu-
ary 2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620.

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of 
the store sale. For more information visit 
www.shepgate.org/holiday

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 or 
visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Overeaters Anonymous. All are wel-
come. Tuesdays, 7 p.m. No weigh-ins, free 
will donations for rent. St. Bartholomew's 
Episcopal Church, 678 Enos Way, Liver-
more. Call Nora for further information at 
(925)337-9118.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly), 
self-help weight loss support group meets 
in Livermore  in the Clubhouse at Hillcrest 
Gardens, 550 Hillcrest Ave., on Mondays, 
6:-6:30 p.m., Weigh-in (private); meeting 
begins 6:30 p.m. All are welcome. Infor-
mation, contact Phyllis at 443-5943.

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 
to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
third floor movie room at Heritage Estates 

Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

DBE Daughters of the British 
Empire, John McLaren’s Roses of Britain 
Chapter in the Tri-Valley meets at 11:00 
a.m. on the 3rd Thursday of every month 
at Castlewood Country Club. DBE was 
founded in 1909 and is a nonprofit 501(c)
(3) organization made up of women of 
British or British Commonwealth heritage 
and ancestry with a focus on charity and 
fellowship. Edith Caponigro at 925-998-
3500 or Jenny Whitehouse at 925-484-
1273 for additional information.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contem-
plative Service in the Chapel and 10:00 
a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
and children’s program For more informa-
tion www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m. with Sunday school for all 
ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes during 
adult worship service. AWANA children's 
program Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 
or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The 
church and reading room are located at 
Third and N Streets. The Reading Room, 
which is open to the public, features 
books, CDs and magazines for sale. For 
information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

United Christian Church, www.
uccliv.org, a gay-welcoming congrega-
tion offering community and spiritual 
encouragement for questioners, seekers 

and risk-takers. Worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 
1886 College Ave. at M St., Livermore; call 
449-6820 for more information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-
805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory 
prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Senior 
adult ministries meet every other month. 
846-8650 for more information. 

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, youth activities 
and children's choir at 6:30 p.m. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information call the 
church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. Church: Service Schedule: 
8:00 a.m. Contemplative Eucharist; 9:15 
a.m. Adult Bible Study (check web-site): 
10:25 Sunday School (Godly Play); 10:30: 
Sung Eucharist with choir, child care 
provided. 1:00 p.m. Youth Group. www.
saintbartslivermore.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Wor-
ship Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. 
All are welcomed. www.pathwaycom-
muntiychurch.org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 

East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 
501 North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are 
Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: 
Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; 
Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds Fel-
lowship; Sunday Worship Service 10:45 
a.m. - Elementary aged children go to 
Kid’s Church following worship, nursery 
available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to the 
Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 p.m. 
- Celebrate Recovery; in the dining hall; 
925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 
Cornerstone Court, Pleasanton. Services 
9 a.m. blended with choir and band. 
Childcare for infants through age 6 and 
children start in the worship service with 
their parents. 10:30 contemporary worship 
led by a band. Sunday school for children 
and middle-schoolers. www.centerpointe-
church.org (925) 846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School, 6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican 
Church (1928 Book of Common Prayer), 
193 Contractors Avenue, Livermore. Sun-
day services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) and 10 
am (High Mass with Sunday School). Other 
Holy Days as announced. For information, 
call msg. center at 925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly 
congregation where all are welcome. 
Worship at 9 or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
with Sunday school for youth and adults at 
10:30 a.m. and childcare at both services. 
Children are welcome in all services. Con-
tact Rev. Heather Hammer at 846-0221, 
send an email to office@lynnewood.org or 
visit website at www.lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., 
Livermore. 3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 
a.m., Mocho branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 
1501 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 
9 a.m.; 4th ward 11 a.m., Springtown 
ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 

Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth 
group Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school 
youth group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. 
www.jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship on 2nd and 4th Mondays each 
month at 7pm, 1893 N. Vasco Rd. (UU 
Church). More information: Livermore-
Quakers@gmail.com or (925) 315-7170.

Unity of Tri-Valley, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 
Sunday service; children’s program avail-
able. All are welcome. Ongoing classes, 
groups, and activities. Rev. Karen Epps, 
minister. http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 
925.829-2733.

Grief Workshop, Bi-monthly work-
shop to help with healing. St. Elizabeth 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. 
Second and fourth Thursday evenings at 
7:30pm. January 22nd, February 12th & 
26th , March 12th & 26th 2015. No per-
registration is necessary. These sessions 
are open to all, regardless of religious 
affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty at 
925-846-5377 for more information.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley, people from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual 
orientations are welcome. Services are 
a joyful celebration of our Oneness with 
each other and all life. Sunday service at 
10:00 a.m. Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 
2nd Floor, Livermore. For more information 
contact revharriet1@yahoo.com.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews annual Tu 
B’shvat celebration, February 1 from 
10:30am – 12:30pm,   at Alviso Adobe 
Community Park, 3465 Old Foothill Road, 
Pleasanton. Participants will  do some 
habitat improvement community service, 
followed by a potluck.  Wear clothes that 
you don't mind getting dirty. Traditional Tu 
B’shvat potluck items include figs, apples, 
nuts, carob, etc.

A Theological Response to 
Religious Extremism, with Karen Leslie 
Hernandez, How do we respond theologi-
cally and religiously to current events in 
our world? Karen will break down this 
question, while giving understanding from 
a historical and political context, all the 
while including her personal experi-
ence from her multi-faith work around 
the world. Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton, on 
Feb. 8, 7 to 9 p.m. Event is free and open 
to the public.

2177 Las Positas Ct, Ste. K, Livermore CA 94551

(925) 454-1974
www.neptune-society.com

Sam Miller, Branch Director
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Local students were among more than 800 who earned dean's 
list recognition at George Fox University for the fall 2014 semester. 
Students on the list posted a grade point average of 3.5 or higher 
during the term. Livermore students on the list are Sarah Bachleda, 
a junior majoring in history; and Jennifer Newman, a senior major-
ing in philosophy and politics. 

Wheaton College (Ill.) student Jonathan Lin of Dublin, was 
named to the Dean's List for the Fall 2014 semester. He is majoring 
in Biology. To earn Dean's List honors at Wheaton, an undergradu-
ate student must carry 12 or more credit hours and achieve a 3.5 
grade point average or higher on the 4.0 scale.

Livermore resident Emily D. Croasmun has been named to the 
President’s Honor Roll at University of Central Oklahoma for her 
work in the fall 2014 semester, a distinction given to those who 
achieve the highest academic standards.

To be included on the President’s Honor Roll, a student must 
record a “straight-A” or 4.0 grade point average for their work in 
qualifying classes.

Rocky Mountain College has released its 2014 Fall Dean's 
Honor List and High Honors list.  Included on the list is Taylor 
Leidheisl of Livermore. 

Tara Cayton, the daughter of Thomas Cayton and Marcia Ikeda 
of Pleasanton, California, has been named to the Dean's List of 
Macalester College for academic achievement during the fall 
semester of the 2014-2015 school year.

A graduate of Amador Valley High School, Cayton was a senior 
at Macalester last fall.

The University of Rhode Island announced that more than 4,700 
students qualified for the Fall 2014 Dean's List. Isabella Andrea 
Welch of Pleasanton, was among those named to the Dean's List. 
Students who have completed 12 or more credits during a semester 
for letter grades with at least a 3.30 quality point average qualify 
for the List.

New Faces in the Valley: The 
following children were born at 
ValleyCare Medical Center in 
Pleasanton:

A daughter to Patricia and 
Constantine Karkazis of Liver-
more on Dec. 6, 2014.

A son to Rosita Soto-
Ramirez and Alberto Cruz of 
Livermore on Dec., 13, 2014.

A daughter to Ritv and Ra-

The Taylor Family Foun-
dation (TTFF), founded in 
1990 by Barry and Elaine 
Taylor, kicks off a yearlong 
celebration to commemorate 
its 25th Anniversary and 
15th year of camp.  Festivi-
ties got underway with the 
Hemophilia Foundation of 
Northern California (HFNC) 
which will bring its annual 
group of children to Camp 
Arroyo.

For 25 years, TTFF has 
served children with de-
velopmental disabilities, 
life-threatening and chronic 
illnesses such as brain tu-
mors, autism, heart disease, 
diabetes, pediatric cancers, 
skin disease, asthma, burn 
survivors and pediatric HIV/
AIDS.

Each year 3,000 children 
have the time of their life in 
a unique camp experience at 
no cost. The campers learn to 
overcome challenges, build 
lasting friendships and are 
given the opportunity to be 
kids without worrying about 
medicine, doctors, surger-
ies and other difficult life 

hul Arora of Danville on Dec. 
13, 2014.

A son to Isabel Hernandez 
and Marc Cramer of San Jose 
on Dec. 13, 2014.

A daughter to Amanda Ni-
cole and Zachary Eshelman of 
Livermore on Dec. 17, 2014.

A daughter to Amy Lajoie 
and Jacob Spears of Livermore 
on Dec. 18, 2014.

A son to Vikki Lyn and 
Michael David Walish of Liver-
more on Dec. 20, 2014.

A son to Margaret and Alex-
ander Wexelman of Livermore 
on Jan. 4, 2015.

A daughter to Yi-Chun and 
Andrew Murphy of Dublin on 
Jan. 4, 2015.

circumstances giving them 
hope for a brighter future.

TTFF continues the com-
mitment to providing finan-
cial and emotional support 
for children and families in 
the community who are in 
critical need. TTFF supports 
these families in medical cri-
sis through grants that pro-
vide children with clothing, 
pay for funeral expenses, 
pay for medical devises, and 
help with rents.  In 2013, 
TTFF launched a music 
therapy program for children 
at camp.  In 2014, TTFF’s 
Mobile Music Therapy pro-
gram in partnership with 
Sophie’s Place, a Forever 
Young Foundation initia-
tive, brought music to chil-
dren who are homebound or 
patients in local Northern 
California hospitals.

Join TTFF in celebration 
of 25 years of giving at its 
Annual Day in the Park 
auction fundraiser scheduled 
for Sunday, August 30 at 
Camp Arroyo in Livermore. 
Proceeds from the auction 
support The Taylor Fam-
ily Foundation’s mission to 
preserve the wellness and 
enhance the quality of life 
for children in Northern 
California living with life-
threatening and chronic 
illnesses, developmental 
disabilities and youth at-risk 
through unique therapeutic 
experiences and support.

For more information, 
please visit www.ttff.org or 
call (925) 455-5118.

Nestled in the hills sur-
rounding the 138-acre Del 
Valle Regional Wilderness 
in Livermore, the camp was 
formally opened in 2000 
and serves thousands each 
year. Owned by the East 
Bay Regional Park District, 
Camp Arroyo is operated in 
collaboration with The Tay-
lor Family Foundation and 
the YMCA of the East Bay.

Two students from Liver-
more, are among the re-
cipients for California Water 
Service Company’s (Cal 
Water) inaugural college 
scholarship program cycle. 
The recipients, whose fami-
lies still live locally, were 
selected based on academic 
achievement and commu-
nity involvement.

Recipient Austin Horn-
ing, a graduate of Granada 
High School, is majoring 
in electrical engineering at 
Purdue University. Austin is 
interested in do-it-yourself 
electronics and program-
ming and was a finalist in 
the Sudden Impact Wear-
ables Design Challenge, 
a competition designed to 
keep athletes safer through 
sensory-based uniforms. 
Austin is also a member of 
the running and motorsports 
clubs at Purdue.

Recipient Haley Morten-
son, also a graduate of 
Granada High School, is 
majoring in nursing at Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno. 
Haley has received recog-
nition for her commitment 
to community service and 
for her achievements in 
the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District’s 
English department. Haley, 
a high school varsity cheer-
leader, is interested in read-
ing and art; she plans to 
pursue a master’s degree 
in nursing and work in an 
emergency room.

Cal Water’s scholarship 
program is funded by Cal 
Water’s shareholders, not 
ratepayers. The program is 
administered by Scholarship 
Management Services, a 
501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization. 

The next scholarship 
cycle will open in spring 
2015 for students pursu-

ing higher education in the 
fall of 2015. To be eligible 
for a scholarship, students 
must live in a Cal Water 
service area, enroll in full-
time undergraduate study at 
an accredited two- or four-
year college or vocational-
technical school, and not 
already possess a degree or 
diploma from an accredited 
two- or four-year college or 
vocational-technical school. 
To learn more about the pro-
gram, visit www.calwater.
com/community/scholar-
ship.

“We are committed to 
improving the quality of 

life in the communities we 
serve, and are so pleased to 
be able to provide Austin 
and Haley with a scholarship 
to help them pursue their 
dreams of higher educa-
tion,” said Livermore Dis-
trict Manager Frank Vallejo. 
“We are confident that these 
outstanding students will 
go on to accomplish great 
things in their careers.”

Cal Water serves about 
55,800 people through 
18,800 service connections 
in Livermore. Additional 
information may be obtained 
online at www.calwater.
com.     

The Taylor Family Foundation 
Celebrates 25 Years of Giving

Cal Water Awards Two Scholarships


