
Sports .................................... 7
Obituaries .............................. 9

SECTION A
Art & Entertainment .............. 8 
Bulletin Board ..................... 10 
Milestones ........................... 12

MAIN SECTION
Classifieds........................... 10
Editorial ................................. 4
Mailbox .................................. 4
Roundup ................................ 3
Short Notes ........................... 9

InsIde

Thursday, 
JANUARY 25, 2018

VOLUME LV, NUMBER 4 Your Local News Source Since 1963 SErvINg DublIN, lIvErMOrE, PlEASANTON, SuNOl                     

See Inside Section A
Sec t ion  A i s  f i l l ed  wi th 
information about arts, people, 
entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

By Carol Graham
Norm and Stephanie Nather 

have been rescuing animals since 
they were children. But it was the 
recent series of natural disasters 
that made them want to reach out 
to other horse and livestock owners 
with preparedness recommenda-
tions that can prevent a disaster 
from becoming a heartbreak. 

"Animals don't have voices and 
they depend on us humans to keep 
them safe and loved," said Norm. 
"That means being as prepared as 
possible. I helped rescue horses 
from both floods and fires in 2017, 
and I learned firsthand several 
things that all horse owners should 
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Norm and Stephanie Nather 

Supervisor Scott Haggerty

PET OF THE WEEK
Let Ripple spread out across your life! The friendly three-year-
old kitten enjoys a quiet lap, but can run rings around you 
during playtime. If still waters run deep, then Ripple is a wink 
and a smile. Visit her today at Valley Humane Society, 3670 
Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through Saturday from 
10am – 4pm. Visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. 
Photo - Valley Humane Society/E. Scholz

consider. Just for the record, my 
own horses did not meet up to all 
the standards that I now consider 
every horse needs in order to be 
safe in an evacuation scenario."

Prior to a disaster, owners are 
advised to develop a written plan of 
action and post it in a visible area 
near their animals. The plan would 
include emergency telephone 
numbers for owners, veterinarians 
and others who can help, such as 
neighbors who have trucks and 
trailers or other resources. Also 
helpful are photographs detailing 
brands, tattoos, etched hooves and 
microchips. 

"It's important to have a hal-

ter and lead rope available in a 
conspicuous place, one for each 
horse," Norm said. "If your horse’s 
life is at risk, can a rescuer catch 
and safely tie up your horse? My 
own horse will not tie until after 
the ride, and goes into the trailer 
like a dream but only after my 
wife’s horse is already in. How 
is a rescuer supposed to know 
those quirks during a life or death 
evacuation? Every horse should be 
trained to catch, lead, tie and load."

Transportation vehicles need to 
be maintained in usable condition 
with adequate fuel. Confinement 
locations should be predetermined 

Plan of Action Needed to Save 
Animals During a Disaster 

(See ANIMALS, page 12)

By Ron McNicoll
The Pleasanton Unified School 

District received an unmodified 
opinion in an audit conducted by 
Gilbert & Associates.

Auditor Jamie Matthews spoke 
to the school board at its Jan. 16 
meeting about her findings. 

Auditors render varying sum-
mary opinions to give an overall 
picture of the books they audit. 
Matthews issued an unmodified 
statement, which means the books 
are correct, in accordance with 
standards.

However, Matthews did observe 
that there were several “material 
weaknesses” in the school district’s 
books. According to professional 
standards, a material weakness is 
a deficiency, or a combination of 
deficiencies, in internal control 
over financial reporting.

Matthews’ audit found several 
points on which she advised the 
district to improve. The district 
agreed to do so.

One recommendation would be 
to reconcile on at least an annual 
basis the district’s asset listing to 
its financial statements.

By Jeff Garberson
Months after Australia’s severe flu season led public health officials 

to anticipate something similar in the northern hemisphere, many of the 
fears have come true as influenza is now an epidemic found at a high 
level across the U.S.

Daily news articles have carried poignant stories of children who 
died within hours of flu-like symptoms first appearing. Death tolls are 
reported regularly.

In California, 42 people under 65 have died from the flu this year as 
compared to nine last year, according to the Los Angeles Times. (The 
State considers under-65 mortality to reflect flu severity more accurately 

The Tri-Valley–San Joaquin 
Valley Regional Rail Authority 
held its inaugural Board of Direc-
tors meeting on January 17. The 
Authority was created by the Cali-
fornia Legislature in 2017 to plan, 
develop and deliver cost-effective 
transit connectivity between the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit District's 
(BART) rapid transit system and 
the Altamont Corridor Express’ 
(ACE) commuter rail service.

After the 15 board members 
were sworn in and welcomed by 
California Assemblymembers 
Catharine Baker and Susan Egg-

Researchers have identified 
evidence of early chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy (CTE) brain pa-
thology after head impact, even in 
the absence of signs of concussion. 
Early indicators of CTE pathology 
not only persisted long after injury 
but also spread through the brain, 
providing the best evidence to date 
that head impact, not concussion, 
causes CTE.

“Concussion appears to be 
distinct from CTE,” said William 
Moss, Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) physi-
cist and co-author on the paper. 
“This could be game changing. It 
means that we may need more than 
a concussion protocol to protect 
athletes.”

The findings, published online 
in the journal Brain (link is exter-
nal), help to explain why approxi-
mately 20 percent of athletes with 
CTE never suffered a diagnosed 
concussion. The findings were 
based on analysis of human brains 
from teenagers with recent head 
injury, animal experiments that 
recreate sports-related head impact 
and military-related blast expo-
sure, and computational models 
of the skull and brain during these 
injuries.

CTE is a neurodegenerative 
disease characterized by abnor-
mal accumulation of tau protein 
around small blood vessels in the 
brain. CTE causes brain cell death, 
cognitive deficits and dementia. 
CTE pathology has been observed 
in brains of teenagers and adults 
with exposure to repeated head 
injury. However, the mechanisms 
that cause CTE and their relation-
ship to concussion, subconcussive 
injury and traumatic brain injuries 
(TBI) like CTE remain poorly 

By Ron McNicoll
Las Positas Middle College 

students from Amador Valley High 
School helped organize and lead 
one of the two major groups in 
the Oakland demonstration mark-
ing the first anniversary of the 
National Women’s March.

Middle College students take 
classes at Las Positas College, 
earning college credits, while 

Flu Season Is ‘Awful’ --
And That’s No Surprise

than if older people are counted, the Times reported.)
This year’s flu season “has been awful,” said Dr. Jake Scott. “This is 

the worst year I can remember.” Scott is an infectious disease physician 
at Stanford-ValleyCare, which operates both a hospital in Pleasanton and 
an urgent care center in Livermore.

The season started early, Scott said, with lab tests confirming 189 cases 
of influenza between the two sites in December 2017. That’s exactly 3 
times the 63 cases confirmed in December of a year earlier.

As part of his job, Scott pays close attention to reports of infectious 

(See FLU, page 3)

The Livermore City Council 
will begin the task of selecting a 
development plan for 8.2 acres 
belonging to the city in the heart 
of the downtown.

A special meeting to take public 
input on the planning has been 
scheduled for January 29 in the 
city council chambers. If neces-
sary, the meeting would be con-
tinued to January 30 and then to 
February 5. Both the multiservice 
center and police community room 
will be open to handle overflow.

During the citizens forum at last 
Monday's council meeting, there 
were requests to move the January 
29 meeting to a larger venue. In 
addition, speakers continued the 
discussion of the two concepts that 
will be the focus of the council's 
decision making.

Tamara Reuss asked that the 
January 29 meeting be moved to 
a larger venue. "There is large 
interest in the community." She 
said that at the last public hearing, 
those not in the council chamber 
were in an area that was cold. She 
suggested that the meeting could 
be taped and aired at a later time.

Michael Fredrich added, the 
annex is inadequate and cold. It 
discourages participation.

Jan Brovont also requested a 
change of venue.

Offering a different opinion 
was Dawn Argula, executive 
director of the Livermore Valley 
Chamber of Commerce. Argula 
was seated in the annex during 
the last public hearing on the 
downtown planning. She said she 
was comfortable. There was a 
big screen television that allowed 
those in the room to see and hear 
everything, she stated.

An array of speakers thanked 
the council for its actions in the 
outreach and planning process. 

Rachael Snedecor, execu-

man, a Chair and Vice Chair were 
elected. Alameda County Supervi-
sor Scott Haggerty was elected as 
Chair and Tracy Mayor Pro Tem 
Veronica Vargas was chosen as 
Vice Chair. 

Haggerty stated, “As an Alam-
eda County Supervisor who has 
spent the past 22 years advocating 
for the BART extension and as a 
member of the ACE Board, this 
is a very important day. We have 
members of jurisdictions on both 
sides of the Altamont Pass sitting 
down today as partners to collab-
oratively solve what has become 

(See RAIL,  page 3)

Rail Group Begins Work to Connect BART-ACE

Council to 
Select Plan 
for Downtown 

(See DOWNTOWN, page 3)

Head Impact 
Can Cause 
Traumatic 
Brain Issues

(See CTE, page 2)

PUSD Audit Passes Standards
Another recommendation per-

tained to Tri-Valley Special Edu-
cation Local Plan Area (SELPA). 
All Valley school districts are 
combined into one Special Educa-
tion consortium. PUSD  acts as the 
financial supervisor. 

However, in the past fiscal 
year, which ended June 30, 2017, 
the district did not adequately 
monitor the various districts as 
sub-recipients of SELPA funding, 
said Matthews.

Part of the problem was that 
a  fiscal team left before the end 
of the fiscal year, and not enough 
information was communicated 
about the status of some items, said 
PUSD staff. 

Looking ahead to next year, 
Matthews said that the Govern-
ment Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) will be issuing a new 
pronouncement, which is expected 
to accelerate the district’s financial 
future estimates that should be 
shown on the books.

GASB issues are observed by 
California school districts by law. 

(See AUDIT, page 5)

Pleasanton Students Lead Women’s March
working toward their high school 
diploma.

An estimated 50,000 people 
took part in the march held on 
Jan. 20. It was co-sponsored by 
the Oakland Women’s March. The 
youth leadership marched sepa-
rately to make its point about being 
an independent group representing 
young people.

One student who played a major 

role in organizing the event was 
Alisha Shaik. She is a member 
of March for Our Future, a youth 
group that was formed nationally 
around various issues, including 
sexual violence, LGBTQ issues, 
and racial and religious discrimi-
nation. She heard about March for 
Our Future after attending a con-
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GALA FUNDRAISER FOR THE BOTHWELL ARTS CENTER

SAT • FEB 3 • 7pm
Get your Gatsby on 
and party like it’s 

1925!

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor
925.980.3561

linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605
Where classic charm and modern 

upgrades blend in complete harmony. 
3BD/2BA w/ exceptionally large yard. 

OPEN SAT 1-4 & SUN 12-3

NEW ON THE MARKET!
630 N. Livermore Avenue

$675,000

Gary and Nancy Harrington have been working with the 
East Bay Regional Park District to construct an interpretive 
pavilion at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park. As life-long educa-
tors and members of the Tri-Valley community, they have 
championed this project and advocated for its construction. 
They have already donated $50,000 to the design of the 
project and have pledged an additional $150,000 in match-
ing support to see this pavilion constructed.

The pavilion will transform, what is now barren land-
scape, into a gateway that encourages visitors to explore the 
wild side of Shadow Cliffs. Once complete, the pavilion will 
be the finishing touch on a project that from the ground up 
has been a community supported project. Shadow Cliffs is 
the site of a former quarry which became a public park in 
1971 thanks to a donation from Kaiser Industries. 

Shadow Cliffs is easily accessible by car, public transit, 
by foot or by bike. Naturalist programs at Shadow Cliffs are 
free to schools within Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. 

The East Bay Regional Parks Foundation is seeking 
support from the communities in the valley. Donors who 
contribute over $1,000 will have their names listed on a 
donor exhibit at the pavilion. Individals or corporations 
can sponsor an exibit or give to the overall pavilion con-
struction. Anyone interested in contributing to the Shadow 
Cliffs interpretive pavilion should contact Juliana Schirmer 
at 510-544-2212 or jschirmer@ebparks.org. 

By Jeff Garberson
A powerful new way to 

visualize the universe, re-
vealing the dynamics of as-
tronomical events that could 
only be speculated about 
until now, was described 
last week at Livermore’s 
Bankhead Theater by a lively 
and entertaining physicist 
from MIT.

David Shoemaker, the 
physicist, described the 
breakthrough discovery less 
than three years ago that 
allowed scientists to detect 
and analyze the faint ripple 
of gravitational waves gen-
erated billions of light years 
away by almost unimagi-
nable violent events.

As a result, scientists can 
now picture in detail how 
space and time are distorted 
as waves ripple outward at 
the speed of light when two 
black holes or two neutron 
stars spiral in on each other 
at nearly the speed of light, 
and finally merge.

They can work backward 
from sensitive measurements 
of the minuscule distortion 
that the waves cause when 
they eventually reach Earth, 
estimating the size, spin and 
speed of the in-spiraling 
bodies.

They believe they can 
also explain how heavy ele-
ments like gold and platinum 
were generated and blasted 
outward by neutron star 
collisions from which they 
spread through the universe.

After some 40 years 
of working at MIT to de-
velop instrumentation able 
to search for gravitational 
waves, Shoemaker is now 

Gravitational Waves Are Opening New Views of the Universe
“spokesman” – a highly 
prestigious position – rep-
resenting more than 1,000 
international collaborators 
from 15 nations working 
together in the field.

His talk last week was 
part of Livermore’s Rae 
Dorough Speaker Series. 
Reflecting the popularity of 
the topic, the event was sold 
out. Students who normally 
attend for free had to watch 
via closed circuit TV from 
an overflow room.

Einstein is commonly 
credited with predicting the 
existence of gravitational 
waves in his General The-
ory of Relativity, published 
in 1915, although French 
physicist Henri Poincaré 
had actually proposed them 
10 years earlier. Poincaré, 
in turn, was building on the 
work of Dutch physicist 
Hendrik Lorentz.

Einstein himself had 
doubts about the existence 
and nature of gravitational 
waves, but he offered math-
ematical descriptions of 
three possible varieties of 
them when he published his 
General Theory in 1915. 

In any case, it took an-
other century to produce 
the technology that offered 
a means of detecting them 
and of confirming that they 
exist. Until the late summer 
of 2015, physicists could 
argue but not prove that 
gravitational waves do or 
don’t exist.

 
 FINALLy, PROOF
Proof finally came from 

an American detector system 
called LIGO, for Laser In-

terferometer Gravitational-
wave Observatory. Most of 
the decades-long effort to 
research, design and build 
LIGO has come from MIT 
and CalTech.

In a reflection of the im-
portance attached to the 
work by the scientific com-
munity, three pioneers in the 
field of gravitational wave 
research, one from MIT and 
two from CalTech, were 
awarded the Nobel Prize late 
last year.

LIGO is the largest proj-
ect ever undertaken by the 
National Science Founda-
tion, which doggedly sup-
ported the research against 
competing priorities for de-
cades. Its two detector sys-
tems are located 1,865 miles 
apart in Hanford, Wash., and 
Livingston, La. 

The detectors looked for 
the extraordinarily slight 
distortion of space predicted 
when a gravity wave passes 
by. 

Each detector consists of 
two perpendicular tunnels 4 
kilometers (2.4 miles) long, 
configured in a giant letter L.

A laser beam is split by a 
half-mirror into two beams 
which travel the perpen-
dicular arms of the detector 
and bounce back to a light 
detector. Under normal cir-
cumstances, the two beams 
arrive at the detector at ex-
actly the same time because 
they traveled exactly the 
same distance.

When that happens, the 
laser beams cancel each 
other out – “interfere” with 
each other, as the name in-
terferometer indicates -- and 

the light detector shows a 
blank pattern. 

On the other hand, a 
gravitational wave rippling 
through space, extremely 
weak after traveling millions 
or billions of light-years, 
could shift the positions of 
the detectors very slightly. 

According to Shoemaker, 
LIGO’s measurement preci-
sion is analogous to being 
able to detect a movement 
of only a hair’s width at the 
distance of the nearest star, 
Alpha Centauri, 4 light years 
from Earth.

LIGO is an upgrade of an 
original system which failed 
to detect gravitational waves 
between 2002 and 2010. The 
upgrade can observe objects 
and events within a volume 
of space 1,000 times greater 
than the original could.

In September 2015, two 
days after the LIGO up-
grade had begun operations, 
both the Louisiana and the 
Washington detectors saw 
gravitational wave signals.

 
TOO PERFECT 
TO BE REAL?

The signals came from 
a black hole collision about 
1.3 billion light years away. 
Analysis soon indicated that 
the black holes each had 
about 30 times the mass 
of our sun and, before co-
alescing, were spiraling in 
on each other at near-light-
speed. 

The signals at the two 
detectors had been so clear 
and so closely matched to 
theoretical testing templates, 
however, that the LIGO team 
initially questioned whether 

they represented a real event. 
Perhaps  they were nothing 
more than a digital model 
of colliding black holes that 
had erroneously been left on 
the machine.

After careful investiga-
tion, they concluded that the 
signals were genuine.

“It was a wonderful, 
wonderful, wonderful sur-
prise,” Shoemaker said.

In the months since then, 
LIGO has detected several 
more gravitational waves, 
leaving the researchers con-
fident that they have opened 
a qualitatively new way to 
observe some of the most ex-
treme events in the universe.

When a gravitational 
wave is recorded, Shoe-
maker said, the nature of 
the cataclysmic event that 
caused it is quickly deter-
mined by matching LIGO’s 
signal against 200,000 theo-
retical templates.

Last year, gravitational 
waves from the collision 
of two neutron star waves 
were also recorded by an 
Italy-based detector called 
Virgo, which had just been 
switched on. 

Linking the two LIGO 
detectors with Virgo dramat-
ically narrowed the search 
for the exact source of the 
gravitational waves. This in 
turn allowed other institu-
tions to join the observations 
looking for X-rays, visible 
light and other signs of the 
event.

In future, Shoemaker 
said, the addition of more 
detectors is expected to 

improve sensitivity and in-
crease the frequency of ob-
servations. For one, LIGO 
will add another detector 
in India.

Farther in the future, the 
team envisions space-based 
systems remote from tiny 
geologic tremors and from 
“noise” sources like passing 
animals whose tiny gravi-
tational pull can distort the 
supersensitive detectors.

 
EARThShAkING
To Shoemaker, after de-

cades of literally earthshak-
ing progress in the field of 
gravitational wave research, 
one of the most remarkable 
observations has been the 
degree to which the results 
match those predicted by Al-
bert Einstein a century ago.

“It’s an absolutely aston-
ishing fact,” he said. “All of 
the measurements that have 
been made about general 
relativity – and there have 
been many, many measure-
ments – are consistent with 
Einstein’s equations about 
how gravitational waves 
work.”

With technology and a 
precision that Einstein could 
not have dreamt of 100 years 
ago, scientists still find that 
“there is no reason at this 
point to believe that there 
is any error in Einstein’s 
theory.

“It’s just astonishing, the 
range of different kinds of 
experiments that are pre-
dicted correctly by Ein-
stein’s equations. It’s just 
astonishing.”

Fundraising Underway for 
Shadow Cliffs Interpretive Center  understood.

A recent study published 
in the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association 
by other co-authors of this 
paper found signs of the neu-
rodegenerative disease in 99 
percent of the brains donated 
by families of former NFL 
players, in 91 percent of 
college football players and 
21 percent of high school 
players.

Moss and computational 
engineer Andy Anderson 
joined a team of more than 
40 researchers led by Dr. 
Lee Goldstein, Boston Uni-
versity School of Medicine. 
The Livermore team used 
computational modeling to 
understand why both impact 
and blast triggered CTE, 
but only impact resulted in 
concussion. This surprising 
result uncoupled concussion 
and CTE and suggested dif-
ferent mechanisms leading 
to each.

Researchers began by 
examining four postmortem 
brains from teenage athletes 
who had sustained head-
impact injuries just prior to 
death and comparing these 
brains to age-matched con-
trol brains. Analysis showed 
a spectrum of post-traumatic 
pathology, including one 
case of early-stage CTE and 
two cases with abnormal 
accumulation of tau protein. 
Brains from the control 
group did not show these 
pathological changes.

Then, they tested the ef-
fects of a blast versus impact 
in animal experiments de-
signed to produce identical 
motions of the head. Both 
loading mechanisms showed 
strong causal evidence link-
ing head acceleration to TBI 

and early CTE, but there 
was one striking difference: 
Impact caused concussion 
but blast didn’t. These ob-
servations suggested that 
concussion and CTE might 
be unrelated.

Moss has spent nearly a 
decade simulating how blast 
and impact interact with 
the skull and brain. Before 
partnering with Goldstein, 
his research focused on 
helmet pads, comparing the 
effectiveness of combat and 
football pads in protecting 
the brain from the effects of 
impact.

While it was impossible 
for Goldstein to design an 
experiment that could ex-
plain the observation, the 
Livermore computational 
simulations provided Moss 
and Anderson a glimpse into 
why impact caused concus-
sion while blast didn’t.

“We first looked at pres-
sure fields and didn’t see 
anything surprising going 
on,” Moss said. “Then we 
looked at shear stress and 
saw a clear difference. We 
suspected we were on to 
something important. When 
I shared the results with Lee, 
he had a eureka moment: 
‘Willy, I think you may 
have uncovered the cause of 
concussion.’”

In a blast, the pressure 
wave flows fairly uniform 
around the head. In an im-
pact, the pressure is loaded 
through a more focused 
point. Even with a low 
magnitude impact, one that 
wouldn’t rip or tear brain 
tissue, shearing can disrupt 
small blood vessels, nerve 
fibers and chemical channels 
in the brain.

“All this takes place in 

less than a millisecond,” 
Moss said. “The concussion 
occurs before there is any 
significant head motion.”

The simulations were 
completely consistent with 
the experimental data, and 
the result proved crucial 
for the research team. It 
helped them conclude that 
the force-loading mecha-
nism (impact versus blast) 
at the time of injury shapes 

the effect on the brain, and 
confirm that the mechanisms 
that cause concussion are 
distinct from those that lead 
to CTE.

These findings have di-
rect relevance for athletes 
and military veterans. This 
study provides the best evi-
dence to date that the neu-
rodegenerative disease is 
triggered by repeated neu-
rotrauma, not concussion.

CTE
(continued from page one)

Alameda County will 
show its proposed solutions 
for reducing commuter traf-
fic impact on Tesla Road 
residents at a meeting open 
to the community at 6 p.m. 
Jan. 25.

The meeting will be held 
at BoaVentura de Caires 
Winery, 9309 Tesla Road, 
Livermore.

Supervisors Scott Hag-
gerty and Richard Valle, and 
Fremont Mayor Lily Mei 
will attend with representa-
tives of the county Public 
Works Department.

Details of a Public Works 
study will be released at the 
meeting. Commuter traffic 
along Tesla, which is used by 
Central Valley motorists as 
a shortcut to Silicon Valley 
jobs, has been heavy. As a 
result, residents say that it is 
dangerous for them to even 
get out of their driveways, 
and slows them to a crawl 
if they want to drive into 
Livermore to shop or drop 
their kids off at school.

Winery owner Brett 

County to Discuss  
Tesla Road Problems

Caires has been communi-
cating with his neighbors 
and the county to try to 
improve the situation. Al-
though the commuter traffic 
does not keep away wine 
tourists, because they visit 
the businesses on weekends, 
it does make that section of 
wine country unappealing 
to people wanting to buy a 
winery, or perhaps a horse 
facility in the area, said 
Caires.

The county removed 
some trees last year to make 
visibility better for drivers. 
However,  Caires said that 
at a meeting in 2015, he told 
officials that cutting down 
the trees would embolden 
drivers to go faster. Caires 
contends, “Cars still crash, 
but at a higher speed.”
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THE KRISTY PEIXOTO TEAM
Estates, Ranches and Land Realtors

925-251-2536   |    www.estatesandranches.com
5075 Hopyard Road, Suite 110, Pleasanton, CA

Kristy Peixoto  |  Nancy Valett  |  Kimberly Stanley  
 Rannie Greer  |  Dannie Baker
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We know the market!  Experience Counts!  
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If you are thinking of selling or buying,
Call The Kristy Peixoto Team.

Sold properties with 10,000 Sq. Ft. lots  to 100+ Acres 
ranging from $750,000 - $5,000,000.  

Misheloff Walk
Nearly twenty-nine years ago, on January 30, 1989, 

thirteen-year-old Ilene Misheloff was kidnapped while 
walking home from Wells Middle School in Dublin. Each 
year, on the anniversary of her abduction, Ilene’s family, 
friends, and members of the community meet to follow the 
path Ilene was taking that day to ensure that she will always 
be remembered. 

The investigation into Ilene’s disappearance continues.
The public is invited to join Ilene’s family and friends 

in the annual Ilene Misheloff Candlelight Walk and Prayer 
Service on Tuesday, January 30, 2018, at 7:00 P.M. The 
walk will begin at Wells Middle School, 6800 Penn Drive, 
Dublin and proceed to Saint Raymond Church, 11555 Shan-
non Avenue, Dublin.

Anyone with information regarding Ilene Misheloff’s 
disappearance should contact Dublin Police Sergeant Dan-
iel McNaughton at (925) 833-6673. All tips will remain 
anonymous.

EBRPD Inducted New Leaders
The East Bay Regional Park District Board of Directors 

has inducted new leaders for 2018.
Dennis Waespi of Castro Valley will serve as president; 

Ayn Wieskamp of Livermore will serve as vice president; 
Ellen Corbett of Hayward as treasurer; and Dee Rosario of 
Oakland as secretary. The additional Board members are 
Whitney Dotson of Richmond, Beverly Lane of Danville, 
and Colin Coffey of Hercules. Leadership positions rotate 
annually.

Wieskamp was elected to the Board in 1999. Previously 
she served on the Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District Board, the Livermore City Council, the Alameda 
County Recycling Board and the Alameda County Conges-
tion Management Agency.
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diseases. In November 2017, 
“I didn’t hear any flu cases.” 
A month later, in December, 
“I’m starting to hear 20 a 
day. It was just a dramatic 
spike.”

Dr. Randy Bergen also 
saw an early start to the flu 
season. Based in Walnut 
Creek, he is clinical head of 
Kaiser Permanente’s North-
ern California Flu Vaccine 
Program.

“Last year was one of the 
worst flu years in the last 
decade. This year so far is 
worse,” he wrote in an email.

Not only numbers of flu 
cases have been of concern. 
Nationwide, so-called Type 
A flu viruses have been 
widespread. These can be 
carried by birds and other 
animals, who switch genes 
back and forth in a process 
called reassortment, and are 
very difficult to vaccinate 
against. 

Type A influenza is typi-
cally more severe, according 
to public health authorities. 
Its viruses have been respon-
sible for known influenza 
pandemics.

In a process called genet-
ic drift, Type B viruses tend 
to mutate more gradually. 
Human immune systems 
may recognize and fight 
off an altered virus. Type 
B influenza is typically less 
severe.

Between Oct. 1, 2017, 
and January 13, 2018, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
reported nearly 9,000 hospi-
talizations due to influenza, 
Scott said. Of these, “89% 
were associated with Flu A.” 

Most of those were a 
viral subtype called H3N2. 
“Studies have shown that 
(influenza) mortality is high-
est in years when H3N2 
predominates,” ValleyCare’s 
Scott said.

When deaths from in-
fluenza and pneumonia to-
tal 7% of deaths from all 
causes, the CDC calls the 
flu season an epidemic. Na-
tionwide, that had happened 
before the end of December. 

In California, the figure was 
higher, with 10.4% of all 
deaths being attributable to 
influenza and pneumonia.

Although it may seem 
that the flu season is well 
along, Scott considers it still 
young. Significant flu activ-
ity may be seen in March, 
April, even May. 

During the past week, 
there have been tentative 
signs that influenza cases 
seen at ValleyCare’s Pleas-
anton hospital have been 
shifting to somewhat milder 
“B” strains, away from more 
virulent and genetically 
more unpredictable “A” 
strains.

Kaiser hospitals report 
a comparable decline in 
the number of Type A flu 
cases, according to Kaiser’s 
Bergen.

Scott hopes the trend will 
continue, but there is no way 
to predict for sure. 

He likes to remind peo-
ple, “The only predictable 
thing about flu is that it is 
unpredictable.” The severity 
of the 2017-2018 flu season 
could subside, or the geneti-
cally unstable H3N2 virus 
could mutate in some way 
that leads to a worldwide 
pandemic.

In the midst of these un-
certainties, whose resolution 
can mean life or death for 
some of its victims, Scott, 
Bergen and others who deal 
with flu strongly urge the 
same practices that are rec-
ommended every autumn as 
the flu season approaches.

First, get a flu shot if you 
haven’t already. Even when 
effectiveness is limited, par-
tial protection is better than 
none. The shots themselves 
are completely safe, Scott 
said. Beyond preventing 
many cases of flu, they can 
make symptoms milder for 
those who do get sick.

In addition, he points 
out, there is a residual pass-
on benefit. Those who do 
not get the flu are also not 
passing it on to families, the 
elderly, very young children, 
pregnant women or people 
with compromised immune 
systems.

Two, practice good basic 
hygiene by washing hands 
frequently, using alcohol gel 
(Scott recommends carrying 
a small bottle) and keeping 
hands away from face and 
eyes.

Bergen also advises peo-
ple to “wash your hands fre-
quently…cover your cough. 

“Be careful if you touch 
surfaces where there might 
be germs to avoid touching 
your mouth, nose or eyes 
as that is how you expose 
yourself to the viruses.” 

Three, avoid crowded 
places where the sick con-
gregate, like emergency 
rooms, unless a visit is ab-
solutely necessary. An oth-
erwise healthy adult might 
be best off discussing mild 
flu symptoms with a pri-
mary care physician over the 
phone, Scott believes.

For the more vulnerable, 
like pregnant women, the 
elderly and the very young, 

FLU
(continued from page one)

a doctor visit is still worth-
while.

Bergen also cautions 
people about spreading the 
flu. “Please don’t go to work 
or send your child to school 
when they are sick,” he 
wrote in an email.

a transportation crisis in the 
I-580 Corridor.”

Mayor Pro Tem Vargas 
thanked the Board for the 
opportunity to serve as Vice 
Chair, saying, “Although I 
have not been working on 
this matter for as long as 
Supervisor Haggerty, I am 
deeply dedicated to the ef-
fort necessary to move this 
project forward. I appreciate 
the vote of confidence to 

have me represent the con-
stituents on the San Joaquin 
County side of this project.”

In other actions, the 
Board designated Livermore 
Amador Valley Transit Au-
thority (LAVTA) Executive 
Director Michael Tree to 
serve as Executive Direc-
tor and Secretary for the 
new rail authority, adopted 
a work program, a project 
timeline and an 18 month 

budget.
 The Authority is to pro-

vide a project feasibility 
report to the public on the 
plans for the development 
and implementation of tran-
sit connectivity no later than 
July 1, 2019.

The Authority is gov-
erned by a Board of Direc-
tors appointed by its 15 
member agencies, including: 
the Town of Danville, the 

cities of San Ramon, Dub-
lin, Pleasanton, Livermore, 
Tracy, Manteca, Lathrop 
and Stockton, the Mountain 
House Community Services 
District, the counties of Al-
ameda and San Joaquin, the 
Livermore Amador Valley 
Transit Authority (LAVTA), 
the San Francisco Bay Area 
Rapid Transit (BART) and 
the Altamont Corridor Ex-
press (ACE). 

RAIL
(continued from page one)

tive director of Livermore 
Downtown, Inc., thanked 
the council for listening to 
the "entire community, not a 
segregated, but a completely 
inclusive community. I am 
excited about where this is 
going. East or west, just do 
what's best."

Jay Davis praised the 
council for delivering a 
vision for downtown Liver-
more that he called amazing 
and inclusive. You listened 
to people, taking the pieces 
that are capable of being ac-
complished. He declared, "I 
like what I see with parking." 
He was opposed to placing 
a parking garage next to the 
Bankhead Theater.

Alan Burnham noted that 
when the Stockmen's Asso-
ciation deal came into play 
it completely changed the 
opportunities. It made it pos-
sible to reduce housing den-
sity and add open space. He 
said that he hoped the coun-
cil would proceed quickly 
and efficiently to bring the 
deal with the Stockmen to 
fruition. 

Evan Branning told the 
council that it had done an 
awesome job reaching out to 
the community and hearing 
what they had to say. "Staff 
has come up with two beau-
tiful plans. I would be happy 
to see either of them built."

Lisa Tromovitch joined 
the chorus in praising the 
council's actions. The coun-
cil has been listening to all 
ideas and doing its best to 
incorporate as many as pos-
sible. She commented that 
the Community Group does 
not represent the majority 
of the community. It's been 
a little frustrating to keep 
hearing people insinuate 
about what the community 
liked or wanted. There are 
a lot of us in the community 
who want different things.

Dawn Argula said she 
was excited about advanc-
ing the major elements pro-
posed. Parking, a hotel and 
green space are captured 
in two options prepared by 
city staff.

Asa Strout has organized 
an advocacy group, Build 

Downtown Now, which he 
said wants to see downtown 
developed as soon as pos-
sible, hopefully starting 
in 2018. He asked that the 
council pass a measure to 
ensure that city funds are not 
used to put the city on the 
hook for debt or long term 
maintenance going forward. 

David Rounds told the 
council that there is plenty to 
be pleased about in the two 
concepts released by the city. 
However, they are not iconic 
or grand or visionary. Par-
ticipants in the community 
outreach process saw this as 
an opportunity to do some-
thing very special down-
town. One common theme 
to making this special was 
a grand vision of a central 
park from the Bankhead to L 
street anchored by an iconic 
wine country hotel. He de-
clared, "I have to believe that 
there are professional skilled 
people who are willing and 
able to help the city solve 
this puzzle by including 
the stakeholders wish list 
of protecting Blacksmith 
Square, providing an iconic 

central park that satisfies 
the goals of the Stockmen’s 
association, providing 130 
workforce housing units or 
more and a hotel and cultural 
facilities and maybe even 
adequate parking near the 
Bankhead. Please challenge 
your own thinking and show 
us how we all can fulfill a 
grand vision for downtown." 

In the concepts proposed 
by the city, the “Eastside” 
concept would build a 125-
room boutique hotel on the 
southeast corner of S. Liver-
more and Railroad Avenues. 
A “Westside” concept places 
the hotel on the southeast 
corner of L Street and Rail-
road Avenue. Both feature 
a new multi-level parking 
garage near the intersection 
of L and First Streets and a 
green open space area near 
an expanded Blacksmith 
Square.

Affordable workforce 
housing would be built next 
to the Bankhead Theater and 
on the north central portion 
of the old Lucky Center, or 
on the northwest corner of 
the Lucky site.

Both of the city's con-
cepts provide space for 
privately funded 150-seat 
Black Box Theater, Sci-

ence Center, an upscale 
steakhouse, artisan shops, 
tasting rooms and galleries 
surrounding the park.

DOWNTOWN
(continued from page one)
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MAILBOX

Rally for Love
The Second Annual Rally for Love  has been 

scheduled  for Sunday, February 11 at Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Livermore. 

The non-partisan event will feature speakers 
and  music  to  celebrate diversity in the Tri-Valley 
and beyond.  

Just some of the activities include a Peace Pole 
where people will be able to write a personal 
message of peace to tape onto the pole. At the 
immigration table, people can write their family’s 
arrival story and place it on the Rainbow Bridge.  

The event is sponsored by Embracing Diver-
sity and Interfaith Interconnect whose members 
represent many faiths, both local groups.

 People of every race, religion, gender, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, national origin, cul-
tural background, legal/social/economic status, 
family make-up, physical ability, and age are  
welcome to attend.

Hundreds of people attended the inaugural 
event last year, standing in solidarity to create a 
connective and safe community for all, a tradition 
that will continue this year with the second rally. 
We urge all to take part.

The Altamont Landfill 
Open Space Advisory Com-
mittee voted to hire a con-
sultant to prepare priority 
lists for potential land ac-
quisition.

The decision was unani-
mous.

Van Butsic,  College 
of Natural Resources UC 
Berkeley, submitted a re-
quest for funding of $23,650 
to conduct a research project, 
"Prioritizing land conserva-
tion in Eastern Alameda 
County." He told the com-
mittee that the basic plan 
would follow three main 
topics: habitat, view shed 

Voting for four seats on 
the Zone 7 Water Agency’s 
Board of Directors will take 
place on June 5, 2018 as 
part of the Statewide Direct 
Primary Election. Zone 7 is 
overseen by a seven-member 
Board of Directors elected 
by the community for four-
year terms. The term for four 
current directors, President 
John Greci, Vice President 
Jim McGrail, Director Sarah 
Palmer and Director Bill 
Stevens, conclude at the end 
of June 2018.

The period for obtain-
ing and filing nomination 
papers will be February 15, 
2018 through March 9, 2018. 
Should any incumbent de-
cide not to file a declaration 
of candidacy, the filing pe-
riod for non-incumbents will 
be extended by five days to 
March 14, 2018. Nomina-
tion papers may be picked 

The Livermore City 
Council approved an ordi-
nance Monday that removes 
the cap on campaign dona-
tions to individual candi-
dates.

The vote was 3 to 0 with 
Mayor John Marchand at-
tending the Mayors Confer-
ence and Bob Coomber with 
an excused absence.

Last July, the city council 
directed the city attorney to 
prepare an ordinance that 
would elminate the $250 cap 
per donor. The ordinance 
also removes the require-
ment that independent cam-
paign committees obtain a 
candidate’s authorization 
before expending funds on 
the candidate’s behalf; and, 
requires the electronic filing 
of campaign statements.

 Several speakers ex-
pressed disappointment with 
the decision to eliminate the 
cap. Michael Fredrich said 
he could see raising the cap 
to $2500. With no limit, 
who are the people who will 
be giving the big bucks, he 
asked. "It's people who want 
special access and special 
favors."

It was pointed out that 

under Livermore regula-
tions, a candidate who re-
ceives a direct donation of 
$250 from a special interest 
group, is required to recuse 
himself or herself from de-
liberating on an issue involv-
ing that group.

Also objecting to raising 
the cap was Evan Branning. 
He said he did see the need 
to do so based on the last 
election where "close to a 
quarter of a million" was 
spent by Friends of Liver-
more. He said that level of 
spending made it difficult 
for any other messaging to 
get out. He suggested put-
ting in a very high cap and 
language such that when 
PACs are reined in again 
and big money pulled out 
of politics that we are able 
to immediately revert back 
to some of limit. 

Jacob Anderson predicted 
that money will start to flood 
the community elections. 

Several asked if there 
could be a way to limit 
PAC spending. City At-
torney Jason Alcala said it 
is not possible to regulate 
contributions received by 
independent expenditure 

committees. 
Councilmember Steven 

Spedowfski pointed out that 
the Friends of Livermore 
PAC was not the only PAC 
that took part in the last 
election. A new group raised 
over $50,000. "There is very 
little that can be done to stop 
formation of a PAC near an 
election. This ordinance is 
about candidates being able 
to control their own mes-
sages," he said.

Councilmember Bob Wo-
erner commented, "There 
is no practical significance 
to what we are doing. It is 
symbolic because of the in-
credible amounts of money 
that were raised and spent 
on the last election. One 
single individual contrib-
uted. $78,000, ten times 
what an individual candidate 
could typically have to put 
into an election." He added, 
"Frankly, the restrictions are 
far greater for an individual 
than a PAC. Since a candi-
date has to recuse himself 
or herself, the money will 
go through PACs."

Tamara Reuss, who was 
speaking on the annexa-
tion of Concannon Vine-

yard, another items on the 
agenda, talked about Friends 
of Livermore. "They have 
been at the forefront of pro-
tecting what we have here 
now. She mentioned the 
First Street streetscape, the 
Bankhead Theater, and the 
urban growth boundary as 
projects that might not have 
happened had it not been for 
Friends of Livermore.

"These people are about 
the community and have 
worked tirelessly to make 
sure it stays a beautiful place 
to live. I want the public to 
know that these are people 
working on behalf of the 
community. I hope that is 
not lost sight of with all the 
acrimony we're seeing."

Reuss mentioned Friends 
of Livermore's effort in stop-
ping the Pardee develop-
ment in North Livermore. 
She said that after Monday's 
meeting she learned a little 
more about that campaign. 
Friends of Livermore spent 
$220,000; Pardee $3.25 
million. Reuss also noted 
that during the last local 
campaign, 146 people con-
tributed to the Friends of 
Livermore PAC.

Livermore Eliminates Cap 
on Campaign Donations

up at the Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters office in 
Oakland.

Although there is no fil-
ing fee, candidates wish-
ing to have statements of 
qualifications printed on the 
ballot will be charged the 
actual costs associated with 
printing, translating and 
typesetting the statements. 
All cost figures are provided 
by the County Registrar 
of Voters and are based on 
actual costs and the number 
of registered voters in Zone 
7’s service area. This year, 
the estimated cost for a 
candidate statement will be 
$3,839.00, with a 200-word 
limit, payable to Zone 7 at 
the time of filing. Should 
the actual cost differ from 
the estimate, candidates will 
either be billed or receive a 
reimbursement.

Four Seats Available in 
Zone 7 Board Election

and priority areas as identi-
fied by local nonprofits. He 
proposed a fourth that would 
determine what is important 
and look at variables the 
committee might want to 
include in ranking parcels 
for conservation. 

Dick Schneider, Sierra 
Club, suggested one other 
category, non motorized 
recreation. 

Pleasanton Council-
member Jerry Pentin stated 
that the threat of develop-
ment should carry weight 
throughout in establishing 
priorities. "It is a determin-

ing factor for me."
The lists would highlight 

areas in the county where 
conservation opportunities 
exist; guide purchasing deci-
sions for the Altamont Land-
fill Open Space Advisory 
Committee; and outreach 
to land owners who may be 
interested in working with 
the Altamont Landfill Opens 
Space Advisory Committee.

Priority areas already es-
tablished by the committee 
will be integrated into the 
final report. They include 
Doolan Canyon, between 
the Cities of Dublin and 

Livermore; Springtown Al-
kali Sink, north of the City 
of Livermore; the Tesla/
Corral Hollow area, east of 
Livermore; Cedar Mountain, 
in the southeast corner of the 
County; Brushy Peak, north 
of Livermore; and the Al-
tamont Wildlife Corridors, 
east of Livermore. 

No value will be assigned 
to land.

Funds will be spent and 
a report will be generated 
within 9 months of when 
the project agreements are 
signed. Van Butsic will 
check in with the commit-
tee on a regular basis.

Consultant to Help Prepare Priority List

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox 
are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of The Independent. 
The Independent will not 
publish anonymous letters. 
All letters are required to 
have the names of the persons 
submitting them. Abusive let-
ters may be rejected or edited. 
Frequent letter writers may 
have publication of their let-
ters delayed. Letters should 
be sent by email to editmail@
compuserve.com)

YOU Asked!
Nancy Mckenzie
Livermore

YOU asked us.
WE replied.
YOU ignored us.
WE remember.
YOU should be ashamed.
WE vote!

Misplaced Priorities
Brendan Phillips 
Dublin

Despite its primary role 
as a center for the develop-
ment of nuclear weapons, the 
Livermore Lab also makes 
substantial contributions to 
civilian science.

Take for example the 
Lab's work on climate sci-
ence, which in 2007 resulted 
in the awarding of a Nobel 
Prize to 40 lab employees as 
part of a team contributing to 
our understanding of anthro-
pomorphic climate change.

This is important work, 
which in any reasonable 
society, should substantially 
impact public policy relating 
to the use of fossil fuels and 
clean energy.

However, when one com-
pares the Lab's science bud-

get ($34,920,000) to its 
nuclear weapons budget 
($1,069,973,000) it becomes 
clear that our government's 
priorities are severely mis-
placed.

The cold war is over, and 
the United States already has 
enough nuclear firepower 
to destroy the world many 
times over; yet the DOE 
wastes over a billion dol-
lars a year on a useless, and 
environmentally harmful 
program.

It is my hope that the 
Livermore Lab becomes 
exclusively a center for 
civilian science, and the 
funds for its nuclear program 
are allocated to more useful 
pursuits.

They Deserve It
Robert Adam
Pleasanton 

GOP has proudly com-
pleted the first step of two-
step process which takes 
from the poor and gives to 
the rich. The first step is 
to give as much money as 
possible to the owner class 
AND create a budgetary 
shortfall, in this case, 1.5 
trillion dollars. The sec-
ond step is to point out the 
deficit and say that we have 
to cut spending, the social 
safety nets, social security, 
Medicare, and Medicaid. 
They call them "entitlement" 
programs because the word 
makes people think they are 
claiming something they 
don't deserve. They should 
be called retirement savings 
because we pay into them all 
our working lives. If you've 
created a hole in the budget 
by giving the money away 
to the owners why not take 
it back from them? Not in 

America. This country has 
a 500-year history of taking 
from the poor and giving 
to the rich, taking from the 
working class and giving to 
the owner class. It's tradi-
tion! There is no country 
that I know of which does 
this with such pride. Yet 
people keep voting these 
people into office. Someone 
please explain to me how a 
person who already has 20-
30 billion dollars can't create 
jobs but if you give them 
another 10 or so they will. 
What a bunch of garbage! 
But if you repeat it over and 
over stupid people start to 
believe it. DEMAND creates 
jobs, not rich people! People 
spending money creates the 
demand for more products to 
be made in factories (which 
pay workers) and be brought 
to store shelves. If you make 
cars (or any product) and 
nobody buys them you will 
get laid off, but as long as 
people buy cars you will 
continue to have a job. In 
fact, if you give poor people 
more money they WILL 
spend it and demand will 
skyrocket. You give a poor 
family $1000 and they ab-
solutely will go to the stores 
and spend it. If you give a 
millionaire $1000 he will 
just say "Thanks" and put it 
next to his other thousands. 

I have worked my butt 
off since the age of 15 and I 
am now in my mid-40s, still 
working like crazy. I have 
always been on the side of 
working people but now 
I'm starting to see that they 
deserve to be ripped off. Cut-
ting education budgets over 
the decades is paying off 
handsomely for the owner 
class. People can't even un-
derstand what is being done 
to them and by whom. 

It's really very simple. 
Both sides (Republicans 
and Democrats) are owned 
by the same people, the 1%, 
the owner class. The Demo-
crats always argue for social 
issues which don't affect 
money (gay rights, abortion, 
feminist issues, race issues) 
and the Republicans are 
always focused on the finan-
cial issues and making the 
rights and financial situation 
for the working class worse 
with every opportunity. This 

is why it always takes 60 
Senate votes for Democrats 
to do anything involving 
finances and always takes 50 
votes for Republicans to get 
stuff passed. In our current 
situation, the owner class 
is making it much harder to 
retire for my generation and 
the others to follow. They 
probably will not change 
the existing retirees' ben-
efits (because old, retired 
people have time to protest) 
but will definitely cut mine 
(because I can't take time off 
work to go protest) and most 
likely change the age when 
I can start collecting social 
security and Medicare to a 
much later time. They will 
most likely tie the safety net 
funds to the stock market 
because you do that when it's 
at a peak. Can you imagine 
if anyone had proposed that 
in 2009 after everyone's 
401k fell by 50%? Haha! 
Future social security checks 
will fluctuate with market 
swings. You may retire dur-
ing a market high and get 
$1200/month for a while but 
when the market crashes you 
may only get $700 checks 
and will be forced to get a 
demeaning job somewhere if 
you don't want to be home-
less.  

So you see the beauty 
of the money transfer? We 
work, they take our money 
and they call us lazy while 
they're on the golf course.  
Americans will work until 
they die and I'm starting to 
believe they deserve it.   

Listen to the Public
Roger Lake
Livermore

I was looking at the flyer 
in the Independent on the 
Community Group Plan for 
the Lucky's parking lot. It 
seemed like a well-balanced 
plan meeting all of the needs 
of the city. But then I found 
that the City is not going to 
proceed with it, when it has 
a large popular following! 
What is this? 

The city fathers should 
be overjoyed by the in-
volvement of the citizens 
of Livermore, and to ig-
nore their input does not 
make sense, or does it? That 
brought back memories of 

the “Developer Wars” in 
the 70s’-80’s when a lot 
of stuff didn’t make sense, 
unless of course you looked 
closely and lifted the lid on 
the cistern. Underneath was 
a mass of misinformation, fi-
nancial dealings, egos, back 
room deals, power plays, 
hidden agendas and on and 
on. So what do we have now, 
same old, same old? The 
parking solutions in the two 
concepts generally ignore 
the real parking issue. Here 
we have a large parking area 
being removed and no full 
replacement! First Street 
businesses will wilt like a 
flower in the hot sun without 
replacement parking. Under 
the two concepts, where will 
the excess cars park? On the 
side streets? Sure and walk 
6-8 blocks, I don’t think so. 
It was the same issue with 
the 2000 seat theater years 
ago, and same unrealistic 
solution: park on the side 
streets. Hog wash. When 
will the decision makers 
wake up to the fact that the 
citizens are not imbeciles. 

The only way to under-
stand these types of illogical 
decisions is to follow the 
money trail. The individu-
als who will benefit by the 
illogical decisions need to 
be identified and their in-
volvement defined. Ever 
wonder why the 2 concepts 
have so much housing over 
and above the City’s hous-
ing goal? Hmmm, maybe 
that is an area to examine. 
There needs to be crystal 
clear transparency on this 
project. There is just too 
much at stake, we have 
only one chance to do it 
right. The City Council must 
listen to the public and add 
this option to their study list 
with the proviso that all the 
various option plans are de-
veloped in a honest, neutral, 
and transparent manner.

 
Downtown Plan
Mary Anne Rozsa
Livermore

It has been very inter-
esting following all of the 
pros and cons for what the 
8+ acre parcel in our core 
downtown should evolve 

into. I have attended some 
City Council meetings and 
workshops. The hotel would 
definitely be such an asset 
to downtown for businesses 
as well as provide needed 
accommodations for all the 
visitors to our two labs. I do 
favor the Westside location 
for it will allow for a bet-
ter designed hotel and not 
abutting the large wall of the 
Bankhead Theater which is 
not very scenic. Having the 
hotel next to, hopefully, a 
gracefully designed open 
space will encourage hotel 
guests to enjoy the ambiance 
of downtown Livermore pa-
tronizing stores, restaurants 
and entertainment venues.

The residential element 
should definitely be to the 
Northwest portion of the 
site abutting L Street. This 
would be consistent with the 
development that will take 
place on the Groth Brothers 
site which is zoned for resi-
dential development. There 
are also existing townhomes 
across from Groth Brothers 
on Railroad Avenue called 
The Station. Lets keep the 
housing together not spread 
all over the downtown core 
which should be reserved for 
commercial/business with a 
good mix of different stores 
to encourage our citizens to 
spend their monies here and 
not at the large malls. 

We need to plan carefully 
to create a downtown that 
will be an asset for all to 
enjoy now and in the future. 
We are so fortunate to have 
this opportunity so let's work 
together with the council and 
our citizens to put together 
an exceptionally designed 
downtown plan.

Downtown Livermore
Raquel holt
Livermore

I attended the workshop 
regarding the downtown 
plan at Rancho Elementary 
School and have since fol-
lowed with interest differ-
ing viewpoints regarding 
the project. Here is what I 
envision and hope to see 
happen: 1) more parking 
next to the Bankhead The-

(More MAILBOX, page 5)
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Live Music Every Sunday!
(indoors if poor weather)

Gorgeous Grounds Available For Weddings & Events
Fine Wines Made From Our Own California  

Certified Organic Grapes

RetzlaffVineyards.com
Hours: 12-4:30pm; Closed Wed

Donate Your Vehicle to  
tri-ValleY conserVancY
Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

Donate cars, trucks, boats, tractors and 
RV’s. Running or not. Tax Deductible.

call 1-888-686-4483 
or visit

triValleyconservancy.org
Tri-Valley 

Conservancy

Reservations Required 
(925) 456-3333

4040 East Ave, Livermore
terramialivermore.com

Treat Your Sweetheart  
to a Valentine’s Dinner

Wed, Feb. 14 • 5pm-9:30pm 
Traditional Italian 3-Course Menu 

$69 per person + tax + gratuity
Complimentary Rose & Prosecco Toast

For Your Valentine!

The current GASB require-
ment is that school districts 
must report part of the post-
employment benefit costs to 
which they are obligated in 
a year. Next year, they must 
report the entire sum of the 
obligation.

School districts and city 
governments have seen the 
same thing with pension 
accounting.  For awhile, the 
obligation was not listed on 
the books.  Now they must 
set aside a certain amount, 
and increase the amount 
annually.

On another item, the 
board approved a 2% raise 
for classified employees on 
the salary schedule, and a 
1% one-time bonus off the 
schedule.

The board also joined 
in honoring Foothill High 
School teacher and head 
football coach Matt Swee-
ney upon his retirement. 
He started teaching in the 
district in 1983, giving him 
35 years of service.

AUDIT
(continued from page one)

ference on sexual violence in 
Washington D.C. last year.

“The reason we created 
the group is that a lot of 
youth are concerned about 
national policies, even 
things happening locally. 
We want to make sure our 
voices are heard,” she said.

Alisha is accustomed to 
speaking to small groups, 
such as the Pleasanton 
school board meeting, where 
last week she represented the 
Pleasanton Middle College 
in the student board mem-
ber’s seat.

However, she said that 
speaking to many thousands 
of people at Lake Merritt 
where the marchers assem-
bled “was nerve-racking.” 
However, the opportunity 
to express what she wanted 
to say offset that, she said. 

Anmol Kaur, another 
Pleasanton Middle College 
student, said, “Seeing the 
world-wide marches on TV, 
as opposed to being there, 
was unbelievably different. 
When I marched this past 
Saturday, I felt connected to 
every single person that was 
there. We were standing on 
the same ground demand-
ing society to hear us about 
struggles that pain us all.”

The message that every-
one heard at the march was 
that there are big problems 
that need to be solved, she 
said.

Hariel Colcol, another 
Middle College student from 
Amador, said that the march 
was “an awe-inspiring and 
eye-opening experience.” 
He added that as a Filipino 
with first-hand experience, 
he is interested in studying 
the “negative effects of sys-
tems of power.” 

“It was only after meeting 
and working with Alisha and 
Anmol that I started pursu-
ing higher levels of activ-
ism,” he said.

Hariel said that helping 
lead the march was a stress-
ful, exciting, tiring, inspiring 
experience that took a long 
while to organize and plan.”

“The most surprising mo-
ment of leading the march 
was the fact that youth got 
to lead incredible numbers 
of individuals of all ages, 
holding the banner, leading 
the calls, and having a va-
riety of individuals coming 
towards us to either take a 
picture, or thank us for pro-
viding them with hope as the 
representation of the future," 
he concluded.

MARCH
(continued from page one)

Matt Sweeney’s father, 
Neil Sweeney, taught in the 
district from 1951 to 1985, 
bringing the Sweeney fam-
ily total to 67 years in the 
district.

Trustee Steve Maher, 
who spent much of his career 
teaching in the district, noted 
that the Sweeney legacy 
continues. Matt Sweeney’s 
daughter teaches at Valley 
View school.

Matt Sweeney compiled 
a coaching record of 265 
wins, 93 losses, five ties, and 
15 league championships. 
He  coached softball for the 
past 11 years, and plans to 
continue to do so  a little 
longer.

Steve McCoy-Thomp-
son, executive director of 
Pleasanton Partners in Edu-
cation (PPIE), said PPIE has 
moved into an office at dis-
trict headquarters. District 
spokesman Patrick Gannon 
said that he does not know 
whether non-profit PPIE will 
pay rent or not. The lease has 
not been drawn up yet.

The Tri-Valley Asian As-
sociation (TVAA) celebrated 
its founding with about 50 
people, including several 
political guests, at a home in 
Pleasanton.

Meeting on Jan. 20, the 
group was host to Assem-
blymember Catharine Baker, 
Mayor Jerry Thorne, Coun-
cilmember Kathy Narum, 
school board President Mark 
Miller and board trustee 
Steve Maher.

Pleasanton resident Syl-
via Tian will serve as presi-
dent of the group. She said 

By Ron McNicoll
The Zone 7 Water Agen-

cy board has chosen to sell 
bonds to help finance the 
addition of ozone treatment 
to its Del Valle and Patter-
son Pass Water Treatment 
Plants.

Estimated cost of the two 
ozone projects is about $65 
million, but an exact figure 
won't be known until bids 
are received in March or 
April.

The board vote at its Jan. 
18 meeting was 6-0, with 
Vice-president Jim McGrail 
absent.

Zone 7 will use part of 
its bond proceeds to make 
its regular annual payments 
to the Cawelo Water Storage 
District in the Central Valley 
just north of Bakersfield. 

Zone 7 bought rights in 
2006 to 120,000 acre feet 
of underground storage, as 
a water storage bank to tide 
its customers over during a 
drought. Otherwise, Zone 7 
would have to rely only on 
the storage in the Valley’s 
underground basin.

In buying the Cawelo 
storage, Zone 7 has had to 
pay for storage structures, 
canals and other improv-
ments, which make up much 
of the debt.

Payments to Cawelo will 
be made until 2035, when 
the contract ends. However, 
it can be renewed by mutual 
agreement.

Assistant General Man-
ager of Finance Osborn So-
litei said that the bonds could 
refinance the payments to 
Cawelo, and save Zone 7 
money by allowing a lower 
interest rate than is paid now. 
He estimated the rate will 
be close to 3%. The original 
debt to Cawelo was financed 
at 4.46%. He estimated the 
savings to Zone 7 would be 
about $300,000 annually. 
The payment would drop 
from $1.3 million to $1 mil-
lion, he said.

Zone 7 expects to receive 

Zone 7 To Issue 
Bonds for Ozone 
Treatment Costs

a credit rating next month, 
and go to bond pricing and 
bond sales in March. 

Staff had considered us-
ing the State Revolving 
Fund to pay for the ozone 
improvements, but there 
was no guarantee all of the 
needed funding would be 
available. It’s unlikely any 
funds would be available 
in the next five to seven 
months. 

ARMy hONORS
STAFF MEMBER

In a brief ceremony at 
the meeting, Col. Phil Stage, 
representing the Employer 
Support of the Guard and 
Reserve (ESGR), presented 
the Patriot Award to Joe 
Seto, a Principal Engineer in 
the Flood Control division.

Seto was honored for his 
support of Flood Control 
Assistant Engineer Andy 
Chamberlain, a Warrant 
Officer One in the Army 
Reserve.

Chamberlain nominated 
Seto for the award. He said 
that Seto has helped him dur-
ing the time he needs to take 
off from work to perform his 
Army duties. 

“Even when I’m gone, he 
makes sure I am adequately 
compensated. He is very 
supportive of my develop-
ment as a career officer,” 
said Chamberlain.

Seto said, “It’s an honor 
to receive the award. We are 
extremely grateful to all of 
the men and women serving 
in the service and reserves 
for this great country.”

Stage, who served in the 
reserves, and was called to 
duty twice, retired from IBM 
after 30 years in manage-
ment and staff positions. He 
is one of 4700 volunteers 
who carry on the ESGR 
work of educating employ-
ers and service members 
about employment and re-
employment law concern-
ing reservists and National 
Guard members.

 

Chinese Group Celebrates Its Start
the membership includes 
about 460 parents, with 
some from Dublin and San 
Ramon. She expects others 
will join from Livermore 
and Danville.

The non-profit group’s 
focus is to be a “bridge to 
connect all Asians to all 
aspects of society,” and to 
collaborate with all groups 
and individuals, says its mis-
sion statement online.

The group came together 
last March in a protest at a 
Pleasanton Unified School 
District meeting against 

forms that parents had to fill 
out during school registra-
tion. The form asked Asians 
to check off their specific 
ethnic group, for example 
Chinese, Japanese, Filipino 
and Korean, instead of just 
Asians.

Concerned speakers said 
it was unfair to have Asians 
singled out by specific ethnic 
group. They noted that data 
from other groups were not 
broken down that way.

Several speakers cited 
experiences of Asians in the 
past whose names or entire 

ethnic group made them 
victims. The Chinese Exclu-
sion Act in the 19th Century, 
which barred all Chinese 
Immigration, was one. 

Another instance was 
the round-up of Japanese-
Americans and Japanese 
nationals, who were placed 
in detainment camps in sev-
eral Western states.

Tian said that the dis-
trict worked with the Asian 
parents to find a solution in 
which parents may register 
on-line and not have to fill 
in specific ethnicity.

MAILBOX
(continued from page 4)

ater so it is accessible to 
theatergoers, restaurant and 
store customers, and to fami-
lies, friends, and visitors 
attending the community 
free shows on the green in 
front of Bankhead during 
summer and fall; 2) visible 
hotel on the westside; 3) an 
attractive good size park in 
the middle that is lined with 
trees and benches for local 
residents and visitors to 
enjoy; 4) some housing only 
in the northwest corner of 
the Lucky site. Visualize the 
total picture – It is attractive, 
not cluttered, and functional! 

Support for Plan
Barbara and Alex Mitchell 
Livermore

We strongly support the 
VibrantLivermore.com plan, 
which was overwhelmingly 
chosen by Livermore resi-
dents. This plan maximizes 
parking spaces, provides a 
Community Central Park, 
and places housing and a 
Westside Hotel in good lo-
cations. We ask all Liver-
more residents to look at the 
three competing plans on 
VibrantLivermore.com and 
come to the City Council 
meeting on January 29th 
at 7:00 pm to voice their 
opinions.

Comments on Housing
Beth Wilson 
Livermore

At a recent Livermore 
City Council meeting our 
School Board President, 
Craig Bueno, stated that he 
didn’t want workforce hous-
ing downtown. This hous-
ing is designed for people 
such as teachers, police and 
firefighters. Mr. Bueno indi-
cated that it wasn’t appropri-
ate for “homes with laundry 
lines and blue tarps covering 
things on balconies” to be 
seen downtown. As a teacher 
with a Master’s degree I find 
these remarks quite insult-
ing. The low income people 

in the Section 8 housing I 
see here treat their homes 
with more respect than he 
gives us all credit for. I invite 
Mr. Bueno to come to my 
home—or any other similar 
workforce home—and see 
that, although our homes 
may be smaller than his, they 
are neat, cultured, and well 
maintained. 

Many of the newer homes 
and condos downtown are 
owned or rented by work-
ing people, some actually 
are “low income housing," 
and they appear neat and 
appropriate. Possibly, like 
many of the others who 
write letters to the editor 
or speak at City Council, 
he has been asked to do so 
by the Community Group. 
These minions say what they 
think might influence others 
and sometimes don’t realize 
their lack of reasoning or 
logic. Please think over more 
carefully what you say, how 
it will sound to the rest of 
the community, and how you 
will feel about your state-
ments a few years down the 
road. Meanwhile, positive 
statements tend to be more 
effective than mudslinging.

Safety and Security
Jorge Barrantes 
Tri-Valley

Perhaps the City Valleys 
are organizing for safety and 
security preparedness. But 
in all the plans that I was 
getting informed there is no 
awareness for and should 
be safety for our precious 
children.

I don't know how to ex-
press the case of the Haci-
enda Crossings when a 13 
year old girl had to survive 
an attempted kidnapping by 
strangers. 

She survived by an Act 
of God not to be taken away 
and suffer such a delirious 
suffering. Not to mention the 
suffering of her dear mother 
and brother.

I think this incident could 
be on the top of all safety 

and security that is been 
prepared for us citizens that 
have created a life in this 
beautiful valley. 

If we don't act as we 
should maybe this could 
continue and one of us will 
have to suffer the loss.

I can't applaud the efforts 
that the mayor is focusing 
until we create this effort for 
everyone.

Drain the Swamp
ken Nather
Livermore

The wall must be funded 
before we deal with DACA. 
DACA (Dreamers) should 
be deported. But the mood 
of most of our elected of-
ficials is to give the DACA 
children free everything 
including citizenship. IF 
we don't deport them, they 
should only be given an 
H Visa. No Green Cards 
should be issued to them. 
Chain immigration should 
stop immediately and anchor 
babies should be stripped of 
citizenship. All immigration 
should be halted for two or 
three years until things get 
sorted out.

We should stop funding 
illegal aliens. Our represen-
tatives have not been doing 
the job they were elected to 
do. Their job was to protect 
our people and our land. The 
so called representatives did 
not protect our borders and 
allowed the treasury to be 
drained by illegal aliens. 
The Senators and Congress-
men allowed aliens to have 
welfare, HUD housing, free 
medical, food stamps, tele-
phones, free breakfast and 
lunches at schools. I think 
I have covered most of the 
expenditures. We really need 
to drain the Washington 
Swamp. I think term limits 
would drain the swamp.

Reducing the number 
of representatives would 
help to drain the swamp as 
well. When they decided 
to have one representative 
for every 500,000 people, 
our transportation and com-
munication was a horse 
and a sailboat. With today's 
transportation and com-
munication maybe it should 
be one representatives for 
every 5,000,000. California 
has 53 representatives. That 
is too many. 

A country is not a country 
if it does not protect its cul-
ture, borders and language. 
We have lost our southern 
border and the language is 
in jeopardy. Some places in 
Texas the official language 
is Spanish.

Downtown Livermore
Donald James Smith
Attorney At Law

The City of Livermore 
Mayor, City Council and 
Staff produced two Down-
town Development Propos-
als that amount to a slap 
in the face for the People 
of Livermore. The People 
spoke clearly last Novem-
ber at the Polls rejecting the 

development of downtown 
housing. The People spoke 
clearly at the Community 
Meetings that parking re-
placing the areas lost to the 
overall development is nec-
essary; a Town Square or lin-
ear park from the Bankhead 
Plaza to L Street providing 
a multi-use open space; a 
Westside Boutique Hotel 
with a Livermore Avenue 
entrance immediately south 
of Blacksmith Square, wrap-
ping around Blacksmith 
Square to Railroad Ave; and 
limited housing, if neces-
sary, on the northwest corner 
of L Street and Railroad 
Avenue. Parking should be 
creatively integrated into the 
project so as not to dominate 
the development.

The two proposals of-
fered by our City Govern-
ment and Staff disregard 
the opinions and goals of 
the People of Livermore to 
create an enticing, attractive, 
and inviting downtown. The 
City Government must send 
these failed proposals back 
to Staff and return with 
creative concepts that meet 
the needs of the People of 
Livermore.

 
For a Better Future
Donna Cabanne 
Tri-Valley Sierra Club Ex. 
Comm.

Why spend close to half a 
million dollars to collect in-
put from residents and then 
ignore the comments? This 
is what the Livermore City 
Council did when they se-
lected two downtown plans 
that do not reflect the wishes 
of the majority of Livermore 
residents. 

First of all, the majority 
of residents want a large 
open space/park area. A 1.7 
acre green space would de-
fine the downtown and serve 
to connect the cultural facili-
ties, shops and restaurants. 
It would be large enough to 
serve as a gathering place 
for both residents and tour-
ists with tables and benches 
shaded by trees. This area 
would be large enough to 
accommodate community 
events and family gather-
ings. 

Instead of the larger open 
space area, the city concepts 
1 and 2 include a much 
smaller area about half an 
acre.

Residents want more 
parking next to the Bank-
head. With an Eastside ga-
rage, 352 stalls could be 
made available--- eliminat-
ing the need for an expensive 
I Street garage. Instead, 
city concepts 1 and 2 add 
an expensive underground 
parking or housing and 20 
stalls, far fewer than the 63 
current stalls. 

Residents want a West-
side Boutique Hotel on 
Livermore Ave. to serve as 
a gateway to downtown. 
Instead, city concepts 1 and 
2 include an Eastside hotel 
or an hotel on L street, which 
would no longer serve as a 

(continued on page 8)
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West Coast Kryptonite's Ryan Rodriguez sending a shot 
into the corner of the net.

West Coast Earthquakes 05 defeated Napa 4-2 on the 
road. The Earthquakes started with a goal in the first 
minute of the game from Angad Blaines assisted by 
Ricardo Ramos. Sergio Juaregui came up big with 
a block and a nice pass from Baines set up Diego 
Collazo for a goal to put the Quakes ahead by two. Napa 
responded with a goal of their own from a corner kick 
header goal. West Coast Earthquakes tallied two more 
winning 4-2 over the home team from Napa. 

Livermore CYO 3rd grade Bulldogs Basketball team 
played a game at Christensen Middle School recently. 
In the photo, Justin Gerow is shooting a free throw. 
Blake Dooley is number 13, Parker Stimmell is #12, Tyler 
Tabaracci is #14 on the left.

The members of the Blue Devils 12U-BB-1 are forwards 
Sofia Pittis, Austin Luciani, Nolan Moore, Jake Powers, 
Kory Self, Kai Sprague, DJ Van Fleet and Jackson Gao; 
defensemen Jonathan Adrian, Cameron Candelaria, 
Jakob King and Tony Yu; finally the MVP of the 
tournament, the goalie, Kaleb Mann. The team had a 
great time and put out a true team effort in winning the 
championship. Coaching staff includes Joe Powers and 
Jeremy Mann.

Tri-Valley Blue Devils High School Division 3 (HS D3) 
team includes Evelyn Andrade, Lucas Belling, Pranav 
Chandra, Brett Ciraulo, Travis Denton, Caleb Fisher, 
Ben Gee, Humza Ghaznavi, Ryan Greenberg, Alex 
Johnson, Brian Kim, Jay Long, Tyler Love, Brandon 
McDougall, Addison Miller, Ryan Ritter, David Straub, 
Tucker Vonderach, Tyler Weinhagen, Spencer Zeleny, 
Mark Zhao. Assistant coaches are Craig Denton, Kenton 
Gee, and Eric Weinhagen.

Team practices are well underway at Granada Little 
League in anticipation for the March 3rd opening day. 
Shown are players of a AAA team practicing their 
throws. Photo - Bill Nale

Granada High School wrestlers Sehar Khan and Jordynn 
Parker placed in the Lady Jaguar Classic.

CYO SMSC 416 "Bucket Squad" pictured are (back) 
Coach Mike Rieke, Griffin Lee, Manning DeKay, Coach 
Lee Johnson; (middle row) Joel Bruner, Deron Head, 
Devin Seetho, Colin Johnson, Colton Rieke; (front) 
Sean Dempsey, and Steven Hsueh Not Pictured: Jericho 
Montez.
 

CYO girls 4th grade team Lighting played SI with a final 
score of 26 to 0 for the win. Dana scored (4), Ave (14), 
Addy(4), Katie (2) and Sierra(2). All players brought 
great energy to the game showing improved passing 
and teamwork. The team is currently in first place with 
one regular season game to play.

Several Pleasanton City 
Counci lmembers  were 
joined last week by local 
tennis enthusiasts for the 
grand opening of the City’s 
two new tennis courts at 
the Tennis and Community 
Park, located at 5801 Valley 
Ave. in Pleasanton.

The construction of the 
courts, once halted in 2016 
to reconsider alternative 
locations within the park, 
is now complete and ready 
for players of all skill levels 
and ages. 

Two master plans, the 
1985 Tennis and Community 
Park Master Plan and the 
2014 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan, identified the 
need for two more lighted 
tennis courts at the Tennis 
and Community Park. In 
June 2014, funding was set 
aside in the City’s Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) 
for design and construction, 
but a determination was 
made to postpone the con-
struction to give the Coun-
cil more time to consider 
additional input from area 
residents.

After conducting addi-
tional community outreach 

TV Elite Wrestling
Tri-Valley Elite Wrestling (TVE 

Wrestling) hosted The 2018 Snake 
Pit Youth Wrestling Tournament, a 
Tournament of Champions (TOC) 
Qualifier, at Granada High School, 
Sunday January 7, 2018. Tri-Valley 
Elite wrestlers and parents had a 
phenomenal showing. In total, 186 
wrestlers showed up with 63 of them 
vying for a coveted Nor Cal TOC 
qualification. TVE qualified 5 addi-
tional wrestlers for the Nor Cal TOC:1. 
Henry Baalman, 2. Talon Chambers, 
3. Cole Klaprott, 4. Eric Simonson, 5. 
Kevin Vago. The five additional quali-
fiers brings TVE Wrestling TOC total 
to a whopping 14 wrestlers.

Tri Valley Elite Wrestling Partici-
pants and Placings:

First: Anthony Rocha,  Atridad 
Feizi, Caleb Tatad (in 2 age groups), 
Eric Simonson, Gavin Fernandez,  
Joaquin Lucente, Kevin Vago, Lytning 
Hazen, Max Wise, Talon Chambers, 
Timothy Cowan

Second: Austin Alberti, Cole 
Klaprott, Damon Miller, Diego Vil-
lamariona, Drake Simonson, Duncan 
Bailey, Henry Baalman, Jalen Bets, 
Jayson Victoria, Maile Nguyen, Ma-
son Deguzman

Third: Dakodah Hazen, Jack 
Baker, Jackson Morgan, Jacob De-
guzman, Josh Baker, Nico Martinez, 
Thunder Hazen, Ty Gosingfiao

Participating: Bremmen Ellis, 
Caden Cannon, Caleb Brandt, Carter 
Hill, Dayton Parker, Drew Baker, 
Fisher Soupir, Garrett Hamilton, Ja-
son Olvera, Nora Ellis, Rayn Hazen, 
Sammy Feizi

Blue Devils Win 
Colorado Tournament

The Tri-Valley Blue Devils 12U-
BB-1 hockey team from Dublin, 

Tri-Valley Elite Wrestling team pictured.

California, made a trip to Littleton, 
Colorado over the MLK weekend 
to capture the 2018 LHA Slapshot 
Tournament title with a 3-1 win over 
the Casper Oilers.  Held on January 11-
15th, this annual tournament gathered 
a number of teams from Colorado, 
Wyoming, New Mexico, Utah and 
California.   

The Blue Devils started off 
against some tough competition, the 
Boulder Bison, one of the top teams 
in Colorado’s President’s division.  
The Blue Devils fell behind early 2-0 
but fought back and came away with 
a 3-3 tie.  The next game was against 
another tough Colorado team, the host 
Littleton Hawks.  The game went back 
and forth and ended up in another tie, 
this one 4-4.  The team knew they 
had their backs to the wall, and had 
to win the final two games to make it 
into the playoff round.  The team did 
some bonding at Red Rocks and came 
back ready to play.  In the next game 
they took off against the Colorado Jr. 
Eagles and won 11-2, then it came 
down to the final game to make the 
playoffs.  The Blue Devils needed to 
beat the Denver Country Club (DCC) 
to get there.  The Blue Devils jumped 
off to a 4-0 lead, but DCC fought back 
and got it to 5-4 in the waning minutes, 
before an empty net goal sealed the 
victory.  That win put the Blue Devils 
in third place and into the semi-finals 
on Monday morning, a rematch against 
the Boulder Bison.  Monday morning 
was snowing and cold, but the team 
came out on fire!  They controlled 
the game from start to finish and came 
away with a 5-2 victory over the Bison. 
The Championship game was  against 
a 12U A team, the Casper Oilers from 
Wyoming. The Blue Devils pulled out 
to a 2-0 lead, but the Casper struck back 
to pull within one at 2-1.  However, 
a late 2nd period goal put the Blue 
Devils up 3-1. Then they totally shut 
down Casper the rest of the way, only 
allowing them 2 shots on goal in the 
3rd period and came away with the 
Championship.   

“I was extremely proud of how 
hard our players played this weekend.  
They believed in themselves and 
wanted to take home the banner and 
that’s exactly what they did.  Every 
member of the team contributed to 
the victory," the Blue Devils Head 
Coach Dustin Van Fleet summed it 
up perfectly. 

Blue Devils High 
School Clinch Chicago 
Tournament

 The 1st place banner traveled 
home from Chicago with the Tri-Valley 
Blue Devils High School Division 3 
(HS D3) team after they battled in the 
Crossroads Tournament Champion-
ship game against the Redhawks, 
winning in overtime 3-2.  

The Tri-Valley hockey team went 

to Illinois over the MLK weekend to 
play in the tournament against local 
High School JV teams.  Upon arrival 
on Friday, the Blue Devils fought a 
tough game against the Brother Rice 
Crusaders, yielding a 5-4 win.  Next 
day the team came out strong for a 7-1 
win against the Plainfield Varsity team.  
This was the most physical game of the 
weekend, resulting in a couple play-
ers leaving the game.  "The toughest 
game of the weekend was against the 
Marist Redhawks", says Head Coach 
Bryon McDougall.  He added, "After 
we took a three goal lead in the first 
period, Marist won both the second 
and third periods but could not get 
the tie-breaking goal in overtime." 
The Blue Devils won 3-2.

The semi-finals introduced a 
new opponent to the Blue Devils, the 
AWFM Renegades JV team.  This 
was another very tight game with an 
overtime win for 3-2.  "We out-shot 
the Renegades and had the lead the 
entire game until they pulled their 
goalie with less than a minute left in the 
3rd period," says McDougall.  "They 
won the draw in our end and scored 
on a rebound to tie the game with less 
than one minute left", he added.  Then 
followed a 5-minute 3-on-3-overtime 
period.  The Blue Devils demonstrated 
their advantage of practicing often uti-
lizing a 3-on-3 and scored one minute 
into the overtime period with a top 
shelf shot from Tyler Love.  

The Blue Devils met the Redhawks 
again in the finals on Monday taking an 
early lead and out-shot the Redhawks 
in the first period 16-2.  The Redhawks 
fought back in the second and third, 
scoring the next two goals, and for the 
first time in the tournament the Blue 
Devils were trailing on the scoreboard 
with six minutes left in the game.  The 
team rallied and with less than 5 min-
utes left, Lucas Bellig scored to tie the 
game.  In the overtime period the Blue 
Devils controlled the play and with just 
over one minute the tournament MVP, 
Tyler Love, again scored ending in a 
3-2 win in overtime.

This is the third tournament cham-
pionship for the Blue Devils HS D3 
team in the 2017-18 season.  First two 
the team earned at “Fun in the Sun” 

tournament in San Diego early in the 
season and at the Bellarmine College 
Prep in San Jose last month.  The 
team took the 2nd place in the Pacific 
Regional SilverStick tournament in 
San Jose in November.  

Granada Wrestling
Granada High School Wrestling 

Team had another full week of wres-
tling.  Thursday, Jan. 18, 2018, the 
team competed in their 2nd team dual 
against Amador Valley.  The team went 
7-6 in matches, losing 33-34. 

On Saturday, Jan. 20, 2018, the 
GHS  girls competed at the Lady Jaguar 
Classic at Jesse Bethel High in Vallejo. 
Sehar Khan took 5th and Jordynn 
Parker finished in 2nd.  Additionally, a 
group of GHS JV wrestlers competed 
at the local Barn Burner.  Also on Sat-
urday, 10 wrestlers traveled to Windsor 
for the King of the Mat tournament. 
The team as a whole finished in 6th 
place. Lots of growth and progress has 
been made this weekend.   Results are 
as follows: 120- Majed Moussalli 3rd, 
132- Rylan Matheson 5th, 138- Edward 
Vilchis 8th, 145- Jordan Bets 1-2,152- 
Moheb Salemi 1-2160- RJ Pennisi 
3rd, 170- Josh Collom 1-2, 182- Ian 
Richardson 6th, 182- Jack Kilner 1st, 
and 220- Francisco Midkiff 4th.

CYO Basketball
CyO Basketball SMSC 416 

"Bucket Squad" closed out the season 
on a high note, impressing friends, 
family, and the coaches with great 
team effort in their 22-17 win over SJ 
412 (San Ramon).  Every player had 
an impact in the win, filling up the stat 
sheet with evidence of great basketball, 
hustle, and teamwork (and 21 steals). 
Sean Dempsey scored a season high 10 
points to lead the offense, including not 
one, but 2 buzzer beater baskets.  Man-
ning DeKay seemed to find another 
defensive gear, racking up 7 steals, 
and throwing in a couple of rebounds 
and baskets for good measure.  Deron 
Head followed suit getting on the floor 
and coming away with 3 steals and 
fighting for 2 rebounds.  Joel Bruner 
and Colton Rieke exemplified the 

and neighborhood meetings 
to review alternative loca-
tions and design concepts, 
staff presented the revised 
alternatives at two separate 
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission meetings. After 
making its recommendation 
to the City Council on one 
of three preferred alterna-

tives, the Council voted in 
December 2016 to pursue 
Alternative One, which was 
considered the best choice 
due to its minimal grad-
ing impacts and overall 
total project cost. Addition-
ally, the new location of the 
courts will be farther away 
from residential housing 

but remain centrally located 
within the park itself with 
easy access to the main ten-
nis building. With the addi-
tion of these two new lighted 
courts, the total number of 
tennis courts at the Tennis 
and Community Park stands 
at 12, as  envisioned in previ-
ous master plans.

 

Pictured from left are Pleasanton Councilmemger Karla Brown, Mayor Jerry Thorne, 
and Councilmembers Kathy Natum and Arne Olson.

New Tennis Courts Open for Play
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rate applies to accounts opened in branch** and online.

•	Open	a	new	BBVA	Compass	ClearChoice	Money	Market	account	or	Preferred	
Money	Market	for		 	 Business	account	with	$10,000	to	
$4,999,999	(If	the	balance	is	greater	than	$4,999,999	the	APY	will		 	
default	to	the	standard	rate	on	the	entire	account	balance)

•	Have	or	open	a	BBVA	Compass	checking	account

•	Earn	1.00%	APY	on	your	money	market	balances	for	one	year	so	long	as	
requirements	are	met

Pleasanton Police De-
partment and Pleasanton 
Unified School District cau-
tion students and parents 
about the Assassin Game

The annual game “Assas-
sin” is now being played by 
students from Foothill High 
School and Amador Valley 
High School. This game is 
not sanctioned, supported, 
or approved by the Pleas-
anton Unified School Dis-
trict. The Pleasanton Police 
Department and the school 
district are collectively con-
cerned about the safety of 
youth, so are reaching out 
to parents and students with 
important information about 
this dangerous activity. 

The game involves teams 
of seniors who are assigned 
“targets” whom they have 
to “assassinate” using toy 
Nerf type guns that fire foam 
darts. Each participant pays 
an entry fee and after several 
rounds and several months 
of play, the winner is the last 
person standing. The winner 
collects a large pot of cash, 
the collection and custody 
of which can create liability 
for the game organizer as 
participants often make ac-
cusations of mishandling or 
gouging of funds. There are 
specific rules concerning the 
type of weapon used, which 
cannot be altered or painted 
in any fashion. There are 

There are only two 
weeks left to order spring 
plants from Fertile Ground-
Works. Orders will be ac-
cepted through midnight on 
Wednesday, January 31st, 
2018. The plant sale helps 
support the Garden of Grace 
and Sustainable School Gar-
den Program.

Available this year are 
veggie seedlings in 3.5 inch 
pots, six-packs of lettuce 
and salad green seedlings, 
four-packs of beans and 
greens, and six-packs of 
herbs (a single variety or 
build your own). All plants 
in pots are $4.00 each, four-
packs are $4.00 each, and 
six-packs are also $4.00 
each. A complete organic 
fertilizer mix is available 
for $5.00/bag (each bag 
covers 25 square feet of 
garden bed).

Complete the checkout 

great teamwork shown in the game, 
combining for 3 assists, 3 rebounds, 
and 4 steals. Colin Johnson and Devin 
Seetho both scored on great outside 
jump shots, combining for 6 points. 
Griffin Lee led the charge on both 
offense and defense, taking great care 
of the ball with a steal, a rebound, and 
a basket.  Jericho Montez and Steven 
Hsueh managed a tough defensive as-
signment and still pulled in 2 rebounds 
and 2 steals.  Coaches Lee Johnson 
and Mike Rieke are especially proud of 
Bucket Squad's growth, great attitude, 
and hustle throughout a fun 2017/18 
basketball season.

West Coast Soccer
West Coast kryptonite 07 Girls 

headed to Mather Sports Complex to 
face off against the San Juan White 
07, in the first Winter League game 
of the season.  Kryptonite kept the 
pressure on from the opening whistle 
with well executed passes and all out 
hustle. San Juan had a few runs of 
their own but couldn’t get through 

By Carol Graham
Though one team travelled more than 7,000 miles to 

play in the Granada Holiday Invitational Tournament, the 
basketball players from the land down under weren't pining 
for Vegemite sandwiches. 

"My favorite memory from the invitational was hosting 
Churchie from Brisbane, Australia. We were able to spend 
three days with the team and one of the highlights was ful-
filling their request to eat at In-N-Out Burger," said Connor 
Detlefsen, co-captain of the Granada Matadors. "It was a 
great experience to have an international team participate 
in our tournament."

The 2017 Granada Holiday Invitational Tournament took 
place December 7-9 at Granada High School in Livermore. 
Along with Granada and Churchie, the other six participat-
ing high school varsity teams came from Merced, West 
Tracy, Pittsburg, Irvington and American in Fremont, and 
Central Catholic of Modesto. 

"The tournament began in 2004 and was held each year 
until 2014," said Granada's Varsity Boys Basketball Coach 
Greg Gomes. "After a two-year hiatus, we brought back 
the tournament. It provides our athletes and the athletes 
of the other participating schools the opportunity to play 
basketball against quality players and quality programs."

On December 7, the Matadors advanced to the semi-
finals with a 75-62 win over Irvington. On the 8th, they 
moved to the finals after edging out Merced 59-58 in 
overtime. However, on the 9th, it was Central Catholic who 
earned the championship title when they beat the Matadors 
71-58 and walked away with the glass trophy. 

"My favorite memory is getting to play in the champi-
onship game. Even though we didn’t win, it was still a fun 
experience to be a part of," said Matador co-captain Jacob 
Murdoch. "It was my second time participating in this tour-
nament, and I learned that we have to be prepared to play 
hard no matter who we play, and we can’t take plays off."

While Central Catholic took first place and Granada 
took second place, West Tracy took third place, Merced 
took fourth place, and Pittsburg was named Consolation 
Champions. 

Matador co-captain Jack Kath said, "I’m glad that I’ve 
been a part of the Granada Invitational the past couple years. 
Great way to start my senior year! I learned to never take 
any team for granted and to always play till the whistle."

The Anglican Church Grammar School, known simply 
as Churchie, is a boys' K-12 school located in Queensland 
on the central east coast of Australia. 

"The school has been doing tours to the U.S. for quite a 
while," said a Churchie coach. "We bring kids over every 
two years, and this year we've got four teams in the U.S. 
We've had a good time. We play about eight or nine games 
across three weeks, and do some sightseeing on the rest of 
the days. It's tiring because we try to fit a lot in, obviously 
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The Amador Valley High School boys' varsity soccer 
team defeated Livermore High in a conference match 3 
to 2. The game was played last Saturday.
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The Foothill High School girls' varsity soccer team 
took a 1 to 0 lead at the half in a conference match with 
Livermore last Saturday. Livermore netted a goal in the 
second half to make the final score, 1 to 1.
 

we've come a long way. But it's a good opportunity for the 
kids to see basketball at a different level. The game gets 
played a little differently over here - everyone can shoot a 
lot better than people back home."

Gomes said he hopes all of the players in the invitational 
took away an awareness of the importance of teamwork 
combined with the joy of competing. 

"The opportunity for our players to get to meet and host 
members of the Australian team during the tournament 
proved to be an enriching experience for the boys," Gomes 
added. "Although we lost in the championship game, our 
team demonstrated grit and determination throughout the 
contest. The lessons learned during the tournament will serve 
us well during the remainder of our season."

To learn more, visit Granadabasketball.com.

 

West Coast defense of Nylah Trias, 
Kendall Shetter, and Madden Black. 
West Coast got the offense going when 
Ryan Rodriguez turned a defender and 
launched a ball into the corner of the 
goal for a 1-0 lead. Not soon after, 
San Juan was awarded a penalty kick. 
GK Piper Sweeney made an amazing 
save and turned away a second shot to 
preserve the lead. In the second half 
Kryptonite turned it up a notch. Jariah 
Indalecio poured in two goals, Kambrie 
Jehs powered in a goal, and Sweeney 
slide tacked on a goal as well. The 
midfield of Ella Nguyen and Aubrey 
Westbrook played very strong. Nikki 
Orth and Athena Taylor made several 
attempts on goal, while Skyler Patillo 
and Jayden Reynolds were solid play-
ing multiple positions. The West Coast 
Kryptonite finished with a 5-0 victory. 

Kryptonite 07 Girls walked into 
Turlock Sports Complex on Saturday 
knowing they had two very tough State 
Cup matches to play to wrap up the 
Second Round group play.

Game 1, the Kryptonite came out 
firing against league rival Alternativo 

FC United from Tracy. The midfield of 
Ella Nguyen and Kambrie Jehs were 
no match for their ultra physical op-
ponents. Defense of Kendall Shetter, 
Nylah Trias, and Madden Black frus-
trated Alternativo by being first to the 
ball and providing super high pressure. 
On the attacking end, Jariah Indalecio 
poured in four goals with pinpoint ac-
curacy, and Jayden Reynolds, Aubrey 
Westbrook, Nikki Orth, and Athena 
Taylor dazzled with amazing footwork 
and passing. Piper Sweeney was first 
to the ball as keeper, turning away any 
danger. Kambrie added a fifth goal and 
Kryptonite defeated Tracy AFC 5-1

In the second game, West Coast 
faced a very skillful Inter Rage Acad-
emy Team. Sweeney again turned away 
crucial shots on goal, Indalecio got an-
other four goals, and Nylah Trias added 
another for a Kryptonite 5-1 win. All 
players contributed to the victories this 

weekend including Skyler Patillo and 
Ryan Rodriguez who cheered loudly 
for their team mates. For the second 
round, the West Coast Kryptonite 07 
Girls have gone 3-0, with 14 goals for 
and 4 against. 

West Coast Earthquakes 05 
boys led the way in State Cup round 2.  
Earthquakes 05 boys finished off State 
Cup second round action with a bang.  
On Saturday, WCS Quakes played 
Palo Alto SC White 05.  Although the 
game was at 0-0 tie there were many 
opportunities by both sides.  Quakes 
goalkeeper Sergio Jueregui blocked 
Palo Alto attempts. In the second half 
Diego Collazo broke the tie, scoring 
off a rebound from a free kick that 
led the Earthquakes to a 1-0 win.  On 
Sunday evening the Quakes took on 
Tottenham Hotspurs 05 Blue. In the 
first 2 minutes Diego Collazo scored 
from a nice assist from his brother 

Emanuel but Tottenham came right  
back and scored.  Twenty minutes 
later Melvin Torres scored and gave  
the Quakes a lead at  halftime.   In the 
second half, Daniel Valverde scored, 
assisted by Diego Collazo giving the 
Earthquakes a two goal lead. Totten-
ham  scored again. With 10 minutes 
left in regulation Angad Bains scored 
off a corner kick rebound securing 
the Earthquakes victory with a final 
score of 4 to 2. 

Youth Track Club
FTC Track Club, a USATF (USA 

Track and Field) certified club that spe-
cializes in youth athletes from ages 7 to 
18, is building a team to compete this 
winter/spring in USATF track meets 
including a meet at the national level 
in July. The organizers are looking 
for athletes of all ages and different 

sPORTs nOTes

events, especially relays. Visit www.
ftctrackclub.com or contact Coach 
Jorge Quero, jquero@ftctrackclub.
com or (925) 209 7520.

Distance Runners
Mount Diablo Heat Track Club is 

looking for youth 4th to 8th graders 
who love to run. The Heat is a 503(c)3 
USATF sanctioned club specializing in 
distance events: 800-meter (1/2 mile), 
1 mile and 2 mile. The club trains at 
locations in Livermore, Pleasanton and 
Dublin. The Heat routinely advances 
athletes to national level competition 
and prepares them to excel in high 
school competition. Athletes compete 
in community runs and sanctioned 
track meets. Middle school members 
also compete on their middle school 
teams. Find contact information by 
visiting www.mtdiabloheat.com
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Shooting is (7) Sean Bairstow from Churchie with 
Merced player (1) Davion Jackson looking on. 

Granada Tournament Goes International

also rules regarding times 
and locations the subjects 
may be “assassinated,” and 
so on.

A major concern for 
parents, school staff, and 
Pleasanton police is that the 
thrill of the game overrides 
common sense in many 
instances. Participants do 
not think about how their 
behavior is being viewed or 
interpreted by community 
members who see individu-
als with potentially danger-
ous weapons, often chasing 
others on foot or in vehicles, 
and surprising their “tar-
gets” in convenience stores. 
Non-participants can feel 
frightened or threatened as 
only participants are aware 
at the time that the behavior 
is not real but rather a game 
being played.

Students and children 
are engaging in behavior 
that has possible dire con-
sequences. We want you 
as parents, students, and 
participants to be aware of 
the pitfalls, dangers, and 
consequences of taking part 
in the game. 

Some examples of dan-
gerous behavior among par-
ticipants include: painting 
or disguising weapons to 
make them look more real-
istic; reaching for concealed 
weapons in public places; 
lying in wait behind bush-

es, trash cans, vehicles or 
fences; accessing or hiding 
on the property of another, 
often late at night; waiting 
for a target while dressed 
in all black or camouflaged 
clothing; reckless driving 
to avoid being targeted; car 
loads of teens driving around 
“stalking” or “hunting” their 
targets; jumping out of mov-
ing vehicles to attack or flee 
from other participants; and 
conducting a “drive by” 
shooting of a target in a park-
ing lot or public street. 

When viewed through a 
non-participant’s eyes, the 
behaviors look and have 
all the elements of an ac-
tual threatening or violent 
event unfolding. They often 
prompt multiple calls to the 
police who respond to what 
they believe is a violent 
incident in progress. Not 
only does this consume sig-
nificant time and resources 
of emergency personnel, it 
also jeopardizes the safety of 
our community when actual 
threats cannot be responded 
to in a timely manner. Fur-
thermore, in the eyes of a 
startled homeowner pro-

tecting his or her family or 
property, a violent response 
to a player is quite possible. 

The Pleasanton Police 
Department and the Pleasan-
ton Unified School District 
urge students to consider 
the potential ramifications of 
their behavior and to avoid 
playing this game. Students 
will face suspension if any 
weapons, even imitation 
guns, are brought to school. 
If evidence is discovered of 
the game being played on 
campus, students will face 
disciplinary action. To the 
parents of participants and 
high school aged children: 
have a serious and can-
did conversation with your 
children about the very real 
dangers of this behavior. To 
participants: recognize that 
the only people who know 
this is a game are those di-
rectly involved; others who 
see your behavior likely 
believe a real threatening 
situation is unfolding. To 
juniors and underclassmen, 
consider the dangers and 
problems with this game and 
do not participate when you 
become a senior.

 

process online at http://fer-
tilegroundworks.rojistudios.
com/ Pay for seedlings (with 
check or cash) when they are 
picked up on Saturday April 
7th between 9 am and noon 
at the Garden of Grace.

The garden is located 
behind the Asbury United 
Methodist Church at 4743 
East Avenue, Livermore.

Deadline Near for 
Ordering Plants Students Told Not to Play Assassin Game
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gateway. 
Residents want any hous-

ing confined to the northwest 
corner of old Lucky site. 
Instead, city concepts 1 and 
2 place housing next to the 
Bankhead theater or spread 
from Blacksmith Square to 
L Street. 

Clearly, the city con-
cepts 1 and 2 do not reflect 
what thousands of residents 
asked for during workshops 
and online surveys. Stand 
up and speak up for the 
downtown elements the 
majority of residents want; 
a large community central 
park, parking next to the 
Bankhead, a Westside Hotel 
on Livermore Ave, housing 
on the northwest corner of 
Lucky site. 

Come to the City Council 
meeting Jan. 29th and ask 
the council to study a third 
option that includes the resi-
dents priorities. 

For our families, for a 
better, greener future...

Behind The Curtain
Robert Rao
Livermore Businessman 

The media paints a pic-
ture of an incompetent Presi-
dent, who can't negotiate. 
The Progressive Left says 
the President is not serious 
and it's like negotiating with 
Jell-O. President Trump is 
executing negotiating tac-
tics and manipulating them 
all like the 'Wizard of Oz 
behind the Curtain'. These 
tactics that are well known 
by 'professional negotiators' 
but lost on the Dorothy's and 
Toto's in the Media.

He has the Media, Pro-
gressive-Left and weak Re-
publicans all certain that he 
is mentally unstable while he 
piece by piece accomplishes 
his agenda as promised to 
the American People.

When you hear the Media 
and Progressives screaming 
'he is incompetent' and weak 
Republicans announcing 
they will not run for re-
election.....Trump has them 
exactly where he wants 
them.

Downtown Livermore
Valarie Daum
Livermore

I cannot believe that the 
Livermore Council autho-
rized the City to spend over 
a half a million taxpayer 
dollars to educate its citi-
zens on the four conceptual 
plans for the downtown only 
to disregard the people’s 
choices. My husband and I 
attended one of those meet-
ings, listened, learned and 
voted on what we consid-
ered the best concept plan, 
a Westside or Eastside hotel 
with open space, minimal 
housing and adequate park-
ing. The Westside location 
plans won overwhelmingly. 
Later we learned that these 
majority interests (per the 
meeting votes) are irrelevant 
as the Council asked for 
additional funds, time and 
effort to further develop an 
Eastside (voted down) and 
Westside Plan. The people 
spoke but no one listened. 
I think the City should pay 
for a ballot measure in which 
all residents can vote for the 
downtown plan they want. 
After all it is our tax money. 

Focus on Parking
Pat Wheeler
Livermore

Each time I go down-
town, I worry about finding 
parking. And as the area 
between Livermore Avenue 
and L Street gets developed, 
we will lose many spots. 
What will happen to all the 
shops and restaurants that 
rely on the parking there? 
And there must be many 
more parking spaces than we 
have now close to the Bank-
head Theater, especially for 
people with handicapping 
mobility issues. When I 
take friends with such chal-
lenges, we need to allow half 
an hour to find reasonable 

parking now. What will it be 
like when that area is being 
developed? We must focus 
on parking needs first.

 
Really Listen
Tania Panarello
Livermore 

Many letters have been 
printed about Livermore's 
downtown development, 
and many Livermore resi-
dents want the following: 
Eastside parking (especially 
handicapped), westside hotel 
location on Livermore Ave. 
("Westside Hotel Concept 
A" plan from community 
workshops), as little hous-
ing as possible, and LARGE 
OPEN SPACE.

You know what bugs 
me? All the money wasted 
on these workshops. I can 
think of SO MANY OTHER 
THINGS we could've done 
with that money: extra trash/
recycle cans along access 
paths to my neighborhood 
to cut down on food/dog 
waste from passersby; safety 
measures, like adding a side-
walk on the westbound side 
of First St. overpass so our 
students get to school safely; 
job training/temporary lodg-
ing center for our homeless.

There has been a lot of 
anger, frustration, and nega-
tivity; I'm done with that. 
Time to get back on the 
horse, City of Livermore. 
Move the Jan. 29th City 
Council meeting to a larger 
venue, and REALLY LIS-
TEN to what your constitu-
ents are saying. I encourage 
you, Livermore residents, 
GET INVOLVED, because 
this is OUR TOWN.

An Appeal to Council 
Jim Murray
Livermore

In my mind, as for many 
others, the city council has 
ignored many of the top-
rated ideas from the out-
reach program regarding 
the downtown development. 
The most glaring for me is 
their refusal to consider a 
parking garage next to the 
Bankhead Theatre. Instead 
they have chosen to consider 
only two plans, one with a 
hotel next to the Bankhead, 
and the other with housing 
there. (The idea of housing 
next to the Bankhead was 
never seriously proposed 
during the outreach pro-
cess.) Either of these plans 
creates an awkward parking 
problem — inadequate on-
site parking. Parking is ad-
dressed by these plans with 
a new I-Street garage, but 
it is inconveniently located 
across Railroad Avenue and 
half-block further north, and 
it will substantially increase 
pedestrian traffic crossing 
Railroad Ave. 

Locating a parking ga-
rage next to the Bankhead 
would allow in-situ parking 
for both the housing and 
the hotel, wherever they are 
best located on the west side 
of Livermore Ave. It would 
also provide much-needed 
additional parking for the 
Bankhead and Livermore 
Theaters, and the other res-
taurants and retail outlets in 
that block. 

If there is a reason why 
the garage cannot be next 
to the Bankhead, please 
make it public. Otherwise, 
please consider a plan with 
a parking garage next to the 
Bankhead. 

City Council 
Leadership
David Rounds
Livermore

Two concepts for down-
town were released by the 
city last week and there is 
plenty to be pleased about; a 
monument and park dedicat-
ed to the cowboy and ranch-
ing history of Livermore, a 
parking garage, you get a 
hotel and some housing and 
Blacksmith Square is well 
integrated into the overall 
plan. So what is not to like? 

The words vision, iconic 

and grand comes to mind. 
The citizenry definitely has 
a vision and the community 
outreach process validated 
that vision. The Stockmen’s 
association has given all of 
us the where with all to do 
more than was first con-
ceived a year and a half ago 
when this all started. Now it 
is up to the City Council to 
provide the leadership nec-
essary to make this a grand 
plan. With 8.2 acres plus the 
Stockmen’s proposed land 
swap enough space should 
exist to satisfy almost every-
one who wants development 
downtown. 

The plans distributed 
last week were not iconic 
or grand or visionary. No 
criticism of staff here, they 
did as instructed. But there 
is so much more that could 
be accomplished if one of 
the Council members would 
step up and take leadership 
here. Many of the people, 
myself included, who par-
ticipated in the community 
outreach process saw this as 
an opportunity to do some-
thing very special downtown 
and one common theme to 
making this special was a 
grand vision of a central 
park from the Bankhead to L 
street anchored by an iconic 
wine country hotel. Why 
cannot this be done? I have 
to believe that there are pro-
fessional skilled people who 
are willing and able to help 
the city solve this puzzle and 
solve it quickly by including 
the stakeholders wish list 
of protecting Blacksmith 
Square, providing an iconic 
central park that satisfies 
the goals of the Stockmen’s 
association, providing 130 
workforce housing units or 
more and a hotel and cultural 
facilities and maybe even 
adequate parking near the 
Bankhead.

Please challenge your 
own thinking and show us 
how we all can fulfill a grand 
vision for downtown.

Downtown Plan
Carol Wahrer
Livermore

I have attended a num-
ber of community outreach 
meetings. From the con-
versations I've had, most 
people want the downtown 
to have more parking and 
more open space. Personally, 
I don't want more housing in 
the downtown. I'd rather the 
space be used for the whole 
community.

I love the idea of a park 
dedicated to the Stockmen's. 
Also, as a preschool teacher, 
I think having a playground 
downtown would be won-
derful.

Please plan on coming to 
the next city council meeting 
on Monday, January 29th.

Take Care of 
Businesses
Jon hart 
Livermore

First and foremost, I feel 
any plan for the Livermore 
Downtown should address 
the needs of the businesses 
on First Street, especially 
shipping and receiving, gar-
bage pickup, and parking. 
Additionally, I support using 
the remaining space for a 
park honoring the Livermore 
Stockmen's Rodeo Associa-
tion and our veterans.

Handicap Parking
Wy Weaver 
Livermore

I am a handicapped per-
son that has to use a cane 
and cannot walk very far. 
Why is it that there are not 
enough handicapped park-
ing spaces? I love to go to 
the Bankhead Theater, but 
because of no parking, I am 
at the point that I will not go. 
Now I have found out that 
the construction will make 
it even more impossible to 
park. Please give us some 
consideration and readjust 
the situation. Maybe use the 
lot next to the Bankhead for 
all handicapped and have the 

Sauced Restaurant patrons 
park elsewhere.

Livermore Downtown 
Shirley McPherson
Livermore

After reaching out to 
friends and neighbors to 
discuss their concerns, as 
well as reviewing editorials 
and information regarding 
Livermore’s Downtown 
Development, it is disap-
pointing to discover how 
many residents have stated 
their loss in faith in the City 
Council's ability to follow 
through with the promises 
they made regarding the 
downtown development. 
Residents that participated 
in the workshops stated their 
disappointment and surprise 
regarding the two new op-
tions the City Council came 
up with in November with-
out any advance notice.

The major concern is 
The Council's new options 
do not provide more conve-
nient parking, the housing 
location desired by the resi-
dents, the Community Park 
open area connecting the 
downtown or the preferred 
location for a boutique hotel.

 I urge the council and 
decision makers to support 
convenient parking, hous-
ing that does not dominate 
the downtown public space 
(which developed at the 
northwest corner of Lucky’s 
old site would do just that), 
A Community Park that con-
nects elements of the entire 
downtown and a boutique 
Westside Hotel. 

Livermore’s appeal to 
visitors is its unique ability 
to provide both a relaxed 
open space environment and 
a unique desirable down-
town area that includes the 
cultural arts, family friendly 
space for children and fami-
lies to gather: along with a 
combination of casual and 
elegant dining. We don’t 
want to lose the appeal we 
have successfully achieved 
to date by expanding the 
downtown area without 
great thought and commu-
nity input. 

We are all in this togeth-
er. Frustrated visitors and 
residents that are unable to 
find appropriate or adequate 
parking is not the outcome 
we want when developing 
our downtown area.. Nor do 
we need congested develop-
ment that does not allow for 
open space and easy access 
to our retailers. That means 
seriously considering public 
input.

We want the four ele-
ments supported by Liver-
more Citizens to be included 
in Livermore’s Council deci-
sion process!

Move Meeting
Jan Brovont
Livermore

1. The venue for the Janu-
ary 29 meeting where the 
City will present and discuss 
the latest downtown plans 
needs to be moved to a 
larger venue. At the Nov 29 
meeting the overflow build-
ing was full. Only allowing 
room for a small number of 
people, is sending a message 
to residents that the City 
doesn’t really want them to 
participate, and doesn’t care 
what they think or want. I 
understand off site venues 
are not compatible with si-
multaneous Channel 30 TV 
coverage, so the presenta-
tion would have a delayed 
airing. An ample venue is 
more important than having 
it aired live.

2. I have looked over 
the draft concepts the city 
printed for 1/12/18. I re-
ally like the area around the 
Blacksmith Square, and the 
statue. I think the design the 
Stockmen’s suggested is 
most appropriate. But I don’t 
understand why the hotel is 
being placed on L St. when 

previous discussions have 
placed 220 residential units 
across L St. on the Groth 
Bros property. If I were 
living there, I’d rather have 
more residences across the 
street than a hotel with a 
constant turnover. In addi-
tion, it makes more sense 
to put the hotel closer to 
Livermore Ave. on the west 
side, closer to Uncle Yu’s 
and the Bankhead, Sauced, 
Patxi and other restaurants. 
However, it still makes sense 
leaving the wonderful open 
space of Stockmen’s Park 
to buffer Blacksmith Square 
and to connect Bankhead 
Park with L St The eastside 
should be badly needed 
parking.

Downtown Concerns
Sonya Sheffield
Livermore

I firmly believe that the 
hotel needs to be on the 
Westside of Livermore Av-
enue. I believe it should a 
large town square. I also 
feel strongly that we need a 
minimum of housing in the 
downtown area. We need a 
space that is welcoming and 
open to all and a small park 
surrounded by 3 and 4 story 
housing units is certainly not 
what most have envisioned. 
I can't imagine sitting on a 
park bench and watching the 
2nd story tenants barbecue.

Please let the city council 
know your concerns!

Downtown Vision
R. Willmes
Livermore

The majority of Liver-
more residents/voters have 
described in many different 
venues of their vision for 
what they want their Down-
town to look like. The city 
council/mayor, consisting 
of the 3 Bobs, Steve & John 
should have plenty of input 
now to follow through on 
that vision. The voters spoke 
out loud and clear in the 
2016 General Election and 
they have steadfastly stuck 
to that vision for the down-
town. Now there are, I think, 
3 seats up for re-election this 
year. So the power of the 
vote can be used to “repeal 
and replace" any of those in-
cumbents up for re election.

And, I’d like to give a 
shout out to Darcie Kent 
for going to at least two of 
the city sponsored "coloring 
your ideas for a new down-
town" meetings. She sat 
right next to me at the first 
meeting and she stated in her 
letter to this paper that “she 
attended the second meet-
ing” too. One was enough 
for me.

Livermore has risen, and 
it’s shining brightly! So 
let’s try and keep it that way 
folks!

Urban Design
Alex Abey
Livermore

Many letters in this forum 
recently have expressed 
frustration that the writer's 
views on the downtown 
development are being ig-
nored by the city council.  
As citizens of Livermore we 
should all be proud of the 
level of civic engagement 
and passion the downtown 
development has inspired.

That said, I have been 
dismayed by the strain of 

"I want-ism" in many of 
the letters published in this 
paper that feels reminiscent 
of 8 year olds making their 
Christmas lists.  This tone 
has been married to a disre-
gard for economics, and for 
key aspects of data presented 
by the city's consulting firm.  
A few examples of this:

"I want more parking."  
Why? The consultant pre-
sented data showing very 
moderate parking utilization 
during most day parts.   We 
all want adequate parking, 
but what that looks like in 
the forthcoming era of Uber, 
car sharing and self-driving 
cars is MUCH different than 
what it looks like today.  

"I want lots of retail 
space."  The consultant pre-
sented data showing there 
is not additional demand 
for retail space downtown.  
Like it or not, most projec-
tions for the future of core 
retail do argue for building 
additional space.

Coupled with this "I 
want-ism" is a lack of focus 
on the economics of the 
development, both initially, 
and as a space that must be 
policed and maintained over 
time.   A key element of 
any decision regarding the 
development must be that 
it is either budget neutral or 
at worst a mild drain on city 
resources looking well out 
into the future.  

Green space will be an 
important part of any proj-
ect design, but the extent to 
which it has dominated the 
downtown debate is puz-
zling.   There is a beautiful 
park about 300 feet from the 
heart of First St. today.  It 
has mature trees for shade, a 
fountain, a bandstand, a mu-
seum, and takes up an entire 
city block.  And yet unless 
there is a farmer's market, 
it is completed deserted.   
I'm in favor of a reasonable 
amount of open space in the 
ultimate design, but it's curi-
ous how many people who 
don't use a perfectly lovely 
downtown park today some-
how think the new space is 
going to become a center 
of civic life.  Furthermore, 
while green space greatly 
enhances quality of life, it 
is not revenue generating, 
and these factors must be 
balanced.  

Urban design and city 
management are disciplines 
that require much greater 
maturity than that being 
shown by the "I want-ers."  
Luckily we live in represen-
tational democracy and not a 
direct democracy.   Our city 
council and staff must re-
sponsibly balance all factors 
when deciding on a plan.  It 
needs to be able to be built 
with current economics, and 
it needs to be maintained for 
future generations without 
becoming a drain on city 
finances.  It needs to pro-
mote good urban design 
principles, and it needs to 
look into the future to ac-
commodate trends related 
to automobile use and retail 
transformation.  

In short, I believe we 
have a competent city staff 
and a set of city council 
members who all have the 
best interest of Livermore at 
heart.  I'm confident they are 
making good faith decisions 
based on difficult trade-offs.  
While we won't get every-
thing on our Christmas list, 
we are likely to end up with 
an addition to the downtown 
we can be proud of.  

MAILBOX
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gathered 
at his side. 

George 
was born 
and raised 
in Napa-
nee Indi-
ana on a 
dairy farm 
where he 
learned to 

work hard, love the Lord and 
gain the life skills needed 
to become the man that so 
many knew as a gentle and 
loving man. George moved 
to California after marrying 
his precious bride on Janu-
ary 30th 1955. They would 
have been married for sixty-
three years.

He worked in construc-
tion most of his adult life. He 
was involved in building the 
Safeway store, Callaghan 
Mortuary, and Lawrence 
Livermore radiation labora-
tory in the Livermore area to 
name a few. After he worked 
for Sunset Homes for eigh-
teen years, he retired and 
started his own remodeling 
business for an additional 
twenty years. 

George is survived by his 
wife Evelyn Mitschelen, his 
daughter, Roberta Whitley 
and son-in -law Albert Whit-
ley of Fredericksburg, VA 
and two sons, Jim Mitschel-
en and daughter-in-law 
Robin Mitschelen of Tracy 
CA. and Jerry Mitschelen 
and daughter-in-law Tina 
Mitschelen of Oakdale 
CA. He was preceeded in 
death by his brother Allen 
Mitschelen. He was sur-
vived also by his brother 
Lewis Mitschelen, Roselyn 
Mitschelen, Alice Mangus 
all of South Bend Indiana.

His grandchildren in-
clude Greg Whitley of Lo-
cust Grove VA, Becky Whit-
ley of Honolulu, HI. Kristen 
Mitschelen of Las Vegas, 
NV, Eric Mitschelen of MI. 
Kevin, Brian, Jason and Erin 
of Tracy, CA. Shaira, Bre-
onna, Noland, Dugan, Cody 
and Serenity Mitschelen 
of Oakdale. Great grand-
children, Colton & Kinley 
Whitley of Locust Grove 
VA. Nicolas and Alliah of 
Tracy CA.

Funeral service will be 
held at 11am on January 
25, 2018 at: Valley Com-
munity Church, 4455 Del 
Valle Parkway, Pleasanton, 
CA. 94566

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Mitschelen family. An on-
line guestbook is available 
for condolences at www.
callaghanmortuary.com

June 10, 1963 he married 
the former Ginette Ratté 
in Quebec City, Quebec, 
Canada. After serving in 
the Navy as a lieutenant in 
various roles in the Pacific 
and Southeast Asia theaters, 
Abel left the Navy and over 
the course of his career 
worked at Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
(both at the Nevada Test Site 
and at LLNL’s main campus 
in Livermore) as well as in 
private industry performing 
technical risk analysis across 
various industries. Abel re-
tired from LLNL in 2008.

Abel was one of the 
world’s foremost mechani-
cal puzzle collectors, amass-
ing a large collection includ-
ing artisan crafted puzzles 
of all types as well as an 
impressive library spanning 
200 years of puzzle history 
and development. He was 
also intimately involved in 
the formation and expansion 
of the International Puzzle 
Party, an annual gather-
ing of puzzle collectors 
and designers from around 
the world, now in its 38th 
year. Abel’s other interests 
included hiking throughout 
the Bay Area and extensive 
international travel. He also 
enjoyed reading and spend-
ing time with his children 
and grandchildren.

Abel is survived by his 
two sons, Adrian Garcia and 
his wife Elizabeth of Sugar 
Land, TX, and Stefan Garcia 
and his wife Angela of La-
fayette, CA; five grandchil-
dren, his brother Joel Page 
of Chevy Chase, MD, and 
several nieces and nephews.

Robert “Bob” 
Mathew Peterson

Robert “Bob” Mathew 
Peterson died on Decem-
ber 23, 2017, from kidney 
failure at South Sacramento 
Kaiser Hospital at the age 
of 54.

Bob was born in Moun-
tain View, CA, on Decem-

ber 14, 
1 9 6 3 , 
to  the 
v e r y 
p r o u d 
p a r -
ents of 
Blaine 
a n d 
Barba-
ra. He 
w e n t 
to ele-

mentary school in San Jose 
before the Peterson fam-
ily moved to Livermore in 
1973. He finished his grade 
schooling in Livermore at 
Joe Mitchell Elementary, 
Mendenhall “Moles” Middle 
School and graduated from 
Granada High School in 
1982. Throughout Bob’s 
school years he played on 
many basketball, baseball 
and football teams and was 
always considered a very 
good athlete. Bob had a 
wonderful personality that 
seemed to draw in a crowd 
whether he was in the class-
room, playing sports or dur-
ing his career as a carpenter. 
It was during Bob’s school 
years playing sports that the 
Peterson family was truly 
blessed to meet so many 
other wonderful families 
whose sons were Bob’s 
teammates and still to this 
day the Petersons consider 
our closest friends. Bob 
was a very good athlete, 
loyal teammate and shared 
many great victories with his 
teammates. It was during his 
sporting teams and school 
years that Bob found one 
of his important blessings 
in life; the wonderful and 
special people that he called 
his “Friends." As his friends 
will tell you, Bob was one of 
the most loyal, dedicated, 
funny, kindhearted and just 
a plain old good guy to have 
as a friend. Bob loved each 
and all of his friends from 
the first day they met to his 
last breath!

After graduating high 
school, Bob pursued a career 
in Carpentry and build-
ing residential houses and 
small commercial struc-
tures. He started his appren-
ticeship with Coy Sanders 
Construction Co. and after 
graduating from the appren-
ticeship program he stayed 
with Coy Sanders for many 
years working his trade. 
Bob was always thankful 
and loyal to Coy Sanders 
as he enjoyed working with 
talented co-workers, many 
of whom became some of 

loving and caring and gave 
them wonderful support in 
the last few years of their 
lives, as they each battled 
COPD and its complica-
tions, as well as congestive 
heart failure (Renee) and 
bladder cancer (James).  

James and Renee will be 
missed greatly by all of their 
family and friends.  Their 
son, Frank J. Sutton, prede-
ceased them in March 2012. 
All three were long-time 
residents of Livermore, CA. 

Their ashes will be in-
terred in a family plot in Lo-
gan, NM. A private service 
will be held.

William R. Purcell
Resident of Livermore
Nov. 30, 1934-Jan. 10, 2018

William R. Purcell (Bill) 
passed away January 10th, 
2018 from congestive heart 
failure at the age of 86. 
Bill was born in Norfolk, 
Nebraska; lived in Denver, 
Colorado and subsequently 

m o v e d 
with his 
f a m i l y 
to Napa, 
Cal i for-
nia where 
he com-
p l e t e d 
h i g h 
s c h o o l . 
He came 

to Livermore in 1959 after 
serving in the Korean War 
and receiving his Bachelor 
of Science in Engineering 
from Washington State Uni-
versity. He was an Electrical 
Engineer who worked in 
the nuclear weapons pro-
gram early in his career, 
then worked for EG&G and 
Landis+Gyr before returning 
to Sandia Laboratories at the 
end of his career. 

Bill was an avid skin and 
scuba diver as a young man, 
loved to travel and treasured 
his family life with his wife 
and three children. An in-
veterate "tinkerer" he en-
joyed helping his friends and 
neighbors with their electri-
cal, mechanical or general 
household repair projects. 
He was one of a kind. 

He is survived by: his 
wife, Carol; three children, 
Jeff Ortstadt, Linda Geremia 
and Anne Purcell; his grand-
sons Josh Davis and Colin 
Ortstadt; and his sister, Rose 
Knoles. He will be deeply 
missed. Rest in Peace, Dad.

Services will be held at 
St. Bartholomew's Church 
in Livermore at 2 PM on 
Saturday, February 3rd.

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Purcell family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

Abel Adolfo Garcia 
Abel Adolfo Garcia, 76, 

of Livermore, California, 
passed away, Friday, Decem-
ber 22, 2017 at his home. To 
celebrate Abel’s life, a me-

m o r i a l 
s e rv i ce 
wil l  be 
held on 
S a t u r -
day, Feb-
ruary 10, 
2018 at 2 
pm at the 
Graham-
H i t c h 
M o r t u -
a ry  lo -
cated at 

4167 First Street, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566. A reception 
will immediately follow the 
service. We look forward to 
family and friends coming 
to celebrate Abel's lifetime 
of friendships and accom-
plishments, in addition to 
his military, government and 
community service.

Abel was born February 
3, 1941 in Benavides, Texas 
to Adolfo Oliveira Garcia 
and Maria Aminta Yzagu-
irre, and had two younger 
siblings, Diane and Joel. He 
graduated as valedictorian 
from Sundeen High School 
in 1959 and from the United 
States Naval Academy in 
1963 with a degree in naval 
science & engineering. On 

God was very important to 
him. He tried to pass this 
onto his children and family. 
Family was his number one 
concern and he cherished 
every moment with them. 
He was referred to as “Uncle 
Bob” by anyone who knew 
him. My family (Naomi’s 
side) had many years of joy 
and fun with him. Brother 
and Sister-in-law Joe and 
Arlene Perry and Helen 
Master, Diana, Todd and 
family loved him. He en-
joyed going to bible study 
with his nephew, Paul Pe-
hargou, along with the other 
men. Niece, Nina Pehargou, 
discovered fun & loving 
stories by looking into our 
family tree, Bob enjoyed 
learning about them. 

Bob sang a solo and 
played the lead part as the 
Grandpa telling the sto-
ry of the birth of Jesus to 
the children at Celebration 
church in 1977. Bob was 
led to salvation by the for-
mer Pastor John Warren at 
Sunset Church in the late 
70”s and later baptized. He 
made three missionary trips 
to Mexico with the church 
and left his accordion there 
for the pastor to use to play 
music for church.

He played his favorite 
instrument, the accordion, 
by ear for many events. His 
accordion teacher found 
out that he could never read 
notes, so he gave him a 
special piece of music to 
play, that was the end of his 
lessons!

Bob was fond of rodeos 
and had good memories, 
since our son, Tim Viale, 
was a bull rider. Bob faith-
fully attended the events 
and found it a fulfilling and 
proud time in his life. When 
Bob was 15 years old, he 
was a vendor at the Cow 
Palace. He enjoyed being 
involved in talking to all 
the cowboys. He had the 
pleasure of meeting and get-
ting the autograph of Slim 
Pickens. We never heard the 
end of that story.

 Our daughter, Deborah, 
was a great cook, and he 
enjoyed eating her home 
cooked meals.

In the mid 70’s in San 
Francisco, Bob’s love for 
Christmas and seeing all 
the happy faces of his chil-
dren and other kids, gave 
him the idea to ask me to 
make him a Santa Claus 
suit. He played Santa for a 
few friends and family. We 
moved to Livermore and he 
played Santa for a day care 
center. The merchants of 
First St. in Livermore asked 
him to play Santa and gave 
him their cards and gifts 
to hand out while walking 
around downtown. This 
was such a pleasure for him. 
He would only do this if he 
could volunteer his time. He 
continued this tradition for 
many years. My niece, Nina 
Pehargou, was instrumental 
in an article to be printed as 
a “Human Interest Story” for 
the Independent Newspaper 
of Livermore. He wanted 
each child to be safe and talk 
to Santa freely.

Bob was also an Eagle 
until the late 2000’s. He was 
involved in fundraisers for 
needy people in the com-
munity. He had a heart for 
helping people. 

B o b  w a s  a  f i g h t e r 
throughout his illness. Bob’s 
two great doctors said, “He 
was a funny man, loved 
food, was very resilient” and 
the “comeback kid”.

Christ knew best and God 
took him home. He was sick 
and suffered for many years. 
Bob and I were married for 
63 years and together for 67 
years. Well, it has come to 
the end of the road, lots of 
good memories and love. 
So, farewell my love, until 
we meet again in heaven. 
Forever yours, your wife, 
Naomi.

In lieu of flowers, please 
contribute to the Lung 
C.O.P.D. fund of your 
choice.

Romilda Renee 
Rodewald 
Nov. 21, 1954 – Aug. 12, 2017
James Alan Rodewald 
Sept. 6, 1955 – Dec. 31, 2017

Together over 40 years, 
James and Renee each 
passed away quietly at 
home, just a few months 
apart. They were a blessing 
to many on this earth and 
they loved Jesus. 

Their many friends were 

Nancy Mae Thompson
March 3, 1936 – January 1, 2018

Nancy Thompson, be-
loved wife, mother, grand-
mother, great grandmother 
and friend of many passed 
away on January 1, 2018 in 

Fremont 
with her 
Family by 
her side.

Nancy 
T h o m p -
son was 
b o r n 
March 3, 
1936 in 
Oakland, 
Cal i for-
nia. She 

grew up in the East Bay. She 
was raised in Castro Valley 
and Hayward, finally set-
tling in Fremont for nearly 
60 years.  

She graduated from Hay-
ward High School in 1953, 
then married her high school 
sweetheart, Howard Thomp-
son, in June 1955.

Three things were vitally 
important to Nancy: Faith, 
Family, and Friends. First 
and foremost was her rela-
tionship with the Lord. Nan-
cy loved attending Bridges 
Community Church, for-
merly Fremont Evangelical 
Free Church, where she was 
actively involved. Family 
was next on her list. She was 
married for over 62 years. 
They had three children, 
six grandchildren and three 
great grandchildren. Finally, 
she loved her friends. They 
were like family to her. She 
would do weekly activities 
and lunches with her close 
knit group of friends. 

Nancy is survived by 
her loving husband of 62 
years, Howard, and their 
three children: son Danny 
and wife Sandi who live in 
Whittier; daughter Teri who 
lives in Fremont; and young-
est son Scott and wife Kristy 
who live in Livermore. She 
had six grandchildren: Jesse 
and wife Dulcie, Jeni and 
husband Matt, Emily and 
Zac, and Cody and Nolan. 
Nancy also had three Great 
Grandchildren: Jesse III, 
Wayne, and Mila Grace. 

Her sister Bonnie and 
husband Jerry also survive 
her. 

Nancy was a loving aunt 
to Craig, Lorita, Howard and 
Kim and Laurie, and all their 
families. 

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to 
Bridges Community Church 
Food Pantry or Young Life. 
May we remember her with 
great fondness.

Robert B. Viale
3/1/37 – 12/22/17

Robert B. Viale, died 
peacefully on December 
22, 2017 at Valley Care in 
Pleasanton, with his wife 
and grand-daughter by his 
side.

Bob was born at San 
Francisco General Hospital. 

He was 
the 5th 
genera-
tion to 
be born 
at that 
time.

A l l 
o f  h i s 
f a m -
ily and 
friends 

called him Bob, he never 
liked to be called Robert.

Bob has two loving chil-
dren, five grand-children, 
five great-grandchildren and 
another great-granddaughter 
soon to be born.

His daughter, Deborah 
A. Viale, has two daughters. 
Jennifer E. Cuellar, husband 
Frank and daughter Kaitlyn. 
Tiffanie A. Ramos, husband 
Juan, son Isaac, daughter 
Sophia.

His son, Tim M. Viale, 
has three children. Danielle 
R. Viale, Dillon R. Viale, 
fiancé Kaylee, daughter 
Layla. Justine M. Tanner, 
husband Josh, son Landon.

Bob has three siblings. 
Sister, Georgette Farrell, 
husband Dan, three neph-
ews, one niece and eight 
great-nieces and nephews. 
Sister, Diane Ottem, hus-
band Ron, one niece, one 
nephew and one great-niece. 
Bob’s mother, Judy Viale, 
and father, George Viale, 
and younger brother pre-
ceded him in death. Bob had 
a number of close cousins 
dear to him, Geri Perez, 
Mary and Manny Burciaga 
and Uncle Albert Guidry.

Bob’s relationship with 
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his closest friends. During 
his time away from work, 
Bob became “Coach Peter-
son” to his younger brother 
Doug when Doug played 
youth baseball and football. 
Coach Peterson coached 
the same way as he played; 
with a smart game plan 
and calculated strategies. 
Bob’s coaching priority was 
to always play with more 
intensity, toughness and 
determination than your 
opponent. Using his skill 
set, knowledge of the game, 
and humor, Bob was an 
outstanding coach to Doug 
and all of Doug’s teammates. 

Bob’s greatest moment in 
his life was in March 1995, 
when his beautiful daughter 
Sarah Nicole was born. Bob 
loved spending time with 
Sarah teaching her the dos 
and don’ts in childhood, tak-
ing family trips and watch-
ing her blossom into a fine 
young lady (with such an 
infectious laugh). Bob loved 
his immediate family but 
his greatest love then and to 
this day is his love for Sarah 
Nicole! Bob was diagnosed 
with diabetes at the age of 
27 and struggled with the 
effects later on in his life. 
Despite his long term battle 
with the disease, he enjoyed 
many wonderful and loving 
times with his friends and 
family watching sports, bird 
hunting, playing golf (not 
very good golf) and loving 
good food.

Robert is preceded in 
death by his Uncle Joe and 
Cliff, Aunt Marilyn, niece 
Yvette and his great friend 
Cameron. Robert is survived 
by his loving parents Blaine 
and Barbara, little brother 
Douglas, older sister Debra, 
daughter Sarah, nieces Bay-
lie and Victoria, along with 
many Uncles, Aunts, neph-
ews and cousins. In lieu of 
sending flowers please on 
behalf of Bob, buy a drink 
for someone who enjoys 
football, baseball and ap-
preciates the skill of great 
carpentry work. Love you 

Celebration of Life for 
Bob will be on: May 20, 
2018, starting at 2:30pm 
at the Veterans Memorial 
Building at 522 South L 
Street in Livermore, CA.

George Irvin 
Mitschelen
Aug. 23, 1934 - Jan. 20, 2018

George met his precious 
Lord and Saviour face to 
face, who welcomed him 
with open arms on Saturday 
morning at 5:45 a.m. on 
January 20, 2018. His family 

The Second Annual Rally for Love will be held on 
Sunday, February 11, from 1:30-3:00 PM at Asbury 
United Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 

This event is planned to demonstrate and celebrate 
diversity in the Tri-Valley and beyond, and to stand in 
solidarity with those among us who feel vulnerable. There 
will be speakers, music and opportunities to establish 
relationships that can make our communities more con-
nected, safe and loving. Local mayors and other public 
officials have been invited to speak.

This will be a peaceful, positive, family-friendly 
(children are welcome), non-partisan gathering to bring 
our communities together. People of every race, reli-
gion, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, national 
origin, cultural background, legal/social/economic status, 
family make-up, physical ability, age…..in other words, 
Everyone is welcome.

After the “formal” speeches and group singing, attend-
ees may visit information tables and visit with representa-
tives of supportive non-profit groups. At the Peace Pole, 
people can write a personal message of peace to tape onto 
the pole, and they can write a message of peace and love 
to the White House. (These will be sent in a package.) 
There will be tables of Native American crafts. There will 
be an art table for making signs and Valentines. At the 
immigration table people can write their family’s arrival 
story and place it on the Rainbow Bridge. There will be 
a small-group discussion and sharing activity in a quiet 
room. Ethnic dancers will perform in the Fellowship Hall. 

The Rally is sponsored by Embracing Diversity, a lo-
cal group, and by Interfaith Interconnect whose members 
represent many faiths.

Second Rally for 
Love Set for Feb. 11
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539244
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: DB Lo-
cal Digital Marketing, 4695 
Chabot Drive, Ste 200, 
Pleasanton, CA  94588, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Dwight Brisco, 1501 Alice St. 
#513, Oakland, CA 94621
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:

/s/: Dwight Brisco
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 27, 2017. Ex-
pires December 27, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4257. Published January 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2018. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 538444-538445
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)Livermore 
Print and Sign 2)Livermore 
Wine Trails, 383 South  I  
St, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Loni Frankland, 1170 Lark-
spur Dr, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 

fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: December 
1, 2017
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Loni Frankland, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on December 1, 2017. 
Expires December 1, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4258. Published January 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2018.

Bill of Sale
This Bill of Sale is executed 
on January 1, 2018, by Timo-
thy J. Wiegel, (hereinafter 
“Seller”) residing at 161 Bar-
ber Street, Livermore, Cali-
fornia 94550 for the benefit of 
Mark M. Weigel (hereinafter 
“Buyer”), residing at 3246 
Silver Rapids Road, Valley 
Springs, California 95252.

Seller hereby transfers to 
Buyer, all rights of Seller in 

the following property:

MT Automotive Repair, 5715 
Southfront Road, Unit B-2, 
Livermore, California 94551

For the sum of $1.00, which 
has been acknowledged to 
have been received by the 
Seller.

The form of payment used 
will be cash and sales tax 
will be included as part of the 
purchase price.

The sale and transfer of this 
property is made as “AS IS” 
basis, without any express 
or implied warranties, with 
no recourse to the Seller, 
provided that the Seller can 
issue proof that it has title to 
the property without any liens 
or encumbrances.

The Buyer has been given 

the opportunity to inspect, or 
have inspected, any and all 
property as defined above. 
The Buyer agrees to accept 
all property in its existing 
state.

The parties execute this Bill 
of Sale on January 1, 2018.

/s/: Mark M. Weigel, Buyer  
/s/: Timothy J. Weigel, Seller

The Independent Legal No. 
4259 Published January 11, 
18, 25, 2018

NOTICE OF PETITION TO                              
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:                                          

MATTHEW J. HILL (aka 
MATTHEW JOSEPH HILL)

Case No. RP17887208

To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise 

be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of:

MATTHEW J. HILL (aka 
MATTHEW JOSEPH HILL)

A Petition for Probate has 
been filed by: BARBARA 
HILL BROWN in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
ALAMEDA. 

The Petition for Probate re-
quests that: BARBARA HILL 
BROWN be appointed as 
personal representative to 
administer the estate of the 
decedent.

( X ) The petition  requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to 
take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very 

important actions, however, 
the personal representative 
will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court 
as follows:
Date: 2/6/2018
TIME: 9:31 AM  DEPT: 202 
at:
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA
County of Alameda
Berkeley Courthouse
2120 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way
Berkeley, CA 94704

If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file 
written objections with the 
court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or 
a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to 
the personal representa-
tive appointed by the court 
within the later of either 
(1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined 
in section 58(b)  of the Cali-
fornia Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the mailing or 
personal delivery to you of 
a notice under section 9052 

Remodeling 
Trends for 2018

By Cher Wollard
Spending on remodeling homes is expected to jump 5 

percent in the coming year – in fact, one Harvard study puts 
the projection at 7.5 percent – as more folks tap the increased 
equity in their homes to fix up kitchens and bathrooms, 
upgrade flooring, add patios, decks or even entire rooms.

So what trends are we seeing for the year ahead?
Homeowner expenditures on improvements and repairs 

could approach $340 billion, according to the Leading 
Indicator of Remodeling Activity. 

"Despite continuing challenges of low for-sale housing 
inventories and contractor labor availability, 2018 could 
post the strongest gains for home remodeling in more than 
a decade," said Abbe Will, a research associate in the Re-
modeling Futures Program at the Joint Center for Housing 
Studies at Harvard University. 

Homeowners in the Bay Area spend the most on remodels 
-- $70,000 or more for large kitchens, for example, com-
pared to the national average of $27,000-$42,000. That’s in 
part because labor costs tend to be higher in coastal regions, 
but also because homeowners are more likely to select high-
end materials for the job.

So what are the trends for 2018?
1. Sleek, compact and clutter free. Homebuyers are going 

for smaller, more affordable homes, but want smooth sur-
faces and places to store everything. And those who already 
own their homes are renovating for sleek, decluttered looks.

According to Houzz -- website focused on architecture, 
interior design and decorating, landscape design and home 
improvement -- 75 percent of respondents to their 2018 
Kitchen Trends Study said they were incorporating features 
to declutter their kitchens and dining spaces this year.

Kitchen islands are popular. So are pull-out waste bins, 

trays and shelves; vertical cookie sheet/tray organizers; re-
volving corner trays, deep drawer organizers; pull or swing 
out trays and shelves; built-in bookcases; and cabinetry for 
audio-visual equipment and other electronics. 

Another trend is the so-called “chef” sink, which is in-
stalled under the countertop, has two or even three bowls, 
and is designed to create a more functional kitchen work-
station. Often these sinks are sold with accessories such as 
cutting boards, multipurpose racks, colanders, and wash 
bins for maximum efficiency.

2. Upgraded countertops in kitchens and bathrooms.
Engineered quartz is replacing granite as the most popu-

lar material for countertops. Sintered surfaces, which are 
essentially very large porcelain slabs, are also gaining favor.

Both are durable, hygienic, easy to clean and maintain, 
non-porous and available in a variety of colors and patterns.

Other trending surfaces for countertops are marble, 
stainless steel and concrete.

3. White and gray, yes, but also jewel tones and pops 
of bright yellow.

Minimalist white-on-white or white with gray remain 
popular, but for the second year in a row, we’re seeing more 
deep, lush colors added to the palette.

Sherwin-Williams' 2018 Color of the Year -- Oceanside 
SW 6496 -- is an intense shade of blue-green, while Pan-
tone’s pick is Ultra Violet.

Decorators are pairing these rich jewel tones with shades 
of gray and even dark or black trim around windows and 
doors. For a bold accent, add a rain-slicker yellow occa-
sional chair, lamp shade, side table or wall feature.

4. Wood flooring. 
Hardwood is still the most popular material for floor-

ing, with the trend shifting away from the dark Brazilian 
cherry and walnut toward the lighter domestic woods such 
as maple, pine, or hickory, especially in wider planks.

Lighter tones, along with graywashed woods, and 
distressed or wire-brushed wood brighten interior spaces.

Less-expensive engineered wood products are also 
popular, and have the added advantages of being easier to 
walk on and more scratch-resistant – an important feature 
for households with pets.

5. Cabinets too are moving toward a simpler esthetic. 
While a few years ago, most Americans were not in-

terested in the smooth, modern finish of European-style 
flat-panel cabinetry, it’s seeing a surge in popularity. Shaker 
cabinetry – sort of a transition between traditional raised 
panel-style cabinets and the modern smooth finish -- is the 
top pick of remodelers this year.

6. Even more concrete.
We’ve been seeing concrete countertops for a while now, 

but the trend is moving to use this material in even more 
inside spaces. Concrete fireplaces, bathroom walls – usually 
in the form of concrete panels – and concrete floors bring the 
inside out and add to that sleek, modern look. 

Concrete is cool and durable, but it can stain, so should 
be sealed like granite.

For those who prefer tile, the trend is toward larger tiles, 
although narrow subway tiles remain popular.

7. Black is the new chrome.
Black fixtures, especially matte black and black nickel, as 

well as satin brass and unlacquered brass, look great with rich 
colors and stone countertops – plus they are easier to clean 
than lighter, polished metals and don’t show water spots. 

Mixing metals gives a more eclectic look, and many 
designers add hammered copper light fixtures to warm up 
the industrial feel.

Stainless is still strong for appliances, but black stainless, 
black slate and fingerprint-resistant stainless are also popular. 

8. Large showers, free-standing tubs.
Homeowners who are remodeling bathrooms often re-

place their tubs with spacious walk-in showers with seats, 
multiple shower heads or body sprays, and grab-bars for 
safety. 

In fact, some big master bath projects feature a “wet 
room” concept, which includes a free-standing tub inside 
the larger shower area. 

9. Smarter homes.
Probably the fastest-growing trend is incorporating more 

and smarter technology in our homes. 
About 11 percent of new kitchen appliances can be oper-

ated wirelessly. 
Wi-Fi connected home assistants allow homeowners to 

start appliances remotely, reorder with shopping services, 
control climate and entertainment, and provide home se-
curity. 

10. Hiring pros to do the work.
While do-it-yourselfers may be comfortable painting 

a wall or changing a faucet, for major renovations, most 
homeowners elect to hire professional contractors, architects 
and designers.

For referrals to professionals or to find out how much 
your planned improvements will add to the value of your 
home, contact your local Realtor today.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Drysdale Properties, Livermore.

By Laura Ness
This year, over 7k entries were submitted to the San 

Francisco Chronicle Competition, making it easily the 
largest wine competition in the world. Which means, what 
exactly? Too many wines, too little time, for sure. Some 
well-known Livermore Valley wine brands were not among 
them, including 3 Steves and Occasio. Yet, the Livermore 
Valley still showed proudly. 

John Kinney of Occasio Winery, who chose not to enter 
this year because it just doesn’t make economic sense (costs 
too much per entry and 6 bottles of each are required), 
observed, “I am particularly interested in the wines that 
win the Best of Class award. There are about 170 different 
classes categorized by varietal and price point. To win Best 
of Class, the wine has to be awarded a double gold medal by 
unanimous vote. After all the wines are judged, the double 
gold medal winners are re-examined a second time. The 
best of these are given Best of Class awards.

Because they are judged twice, the best of class award 
guarantees a wine is of exceptional quality. This year, 
Livermore Valley captured 4% of these medals. At first 
look, this may seem a small number, especially given that 
both Napa Valley and Sonoma each earned about 10% of the 

The first annual Tri-Valley Tech Connect will feature 
commute-free technology and biotech job opportunities.

 The regional jobs fair for established technology and 
bio-tech companies to recruit, network and engage in pro-
fessional development, will host its inaugural job fair at 4 
p.m. Feb. 6 at Mercedes Benz of Pleasanton, 5338 Owens 
Drive, Pleasanton.

Tri-Valley Tech Connect will host 10 technology and 
bio-tech companies with offices across the East Bay who 
are offering positions to talented residents who are tired of 
enduring two-hour commutes to the Peninsula. The job fair 
will host everything from traditional science laboratories, 
such as Lawrence Livermore National Lab, to technologi-
cal startups with multi-million dollar valuations like Deep 
Sentinel to bio-tech industry leaders like 10xGenomics.

Dave Selinger, CEO and co-founder of Deep Sentinel, 
explains his interest in this career fair, saying, “Tech Con-
nect will give me the chance to connect with local talent that 
is invested in this area and wants to find amazing technology 
companies without the grinding 2-hour daily commute. As 
the founder of a tech startup in the Tri-Valley, this local talent 
is critical to our business and our employees."

Local entrepreneurs, technology professionals, graduate 
students and more are invited to attend this free, half-day 
event to network, learn more about professional offerings, 
and complete on-site interviews for available positions.

Brandon Cardwell, Executive Director of i-Gate In-
novation Hub, got involved in organizing a local job fair 
because of his commitment to highlight opportunities in our 
community for local talent to stay local. 

He states, “The Tri-Valley is home to an extraordinary 
concentration of talent, and too many of our residents are 
enduring brutal commutes to spend their productive hours 
elsewhere. Tri-Valley Tech Connect will open up new career 
opportunities for these people closer to home so they can 
spend more time on things that really matter.” 

Participating companies with on-site booths include 
Lawrence Livermore National Lab, Sandia National Lab, 
Veeva, Deep Sentinel, 10xGenomics, Unchained Labs, 
Mom Relaunch, and DB Sync.

For more information, visit www.trivalleytechconnect.
org. Company and attendee registration at https://www.
trivalleytechconnect.org/register/

 

TV Tech Connect Set

San Francisco Chronicle Competition 
total number of awards. But when normalized to the size of 
the district (total tonnage harvested), the Livermore Valley 
captured the largest number of Best of Class awards of any 
district in the country. This year is no isolated incident. In 
each of the last several years, Livermore Valley has claimed 
a disproportionate share of best of class awards.”

Kinney explains that since wines must be submitted in 
November for the Chronicle, it doesn’t work for Occasio, 
because they typically bottle in December. The one wine 
they did have in bottle, the 2016 Chardonnay, had already 
garnered a 93 point score from Wine Enthusiast. If it had 
won Gold at The Chronicle, they would have to supply a 
case of wine plus pay for people to pour at the public event 
on February 17. 

Those who did enter were well-rewarded. Here are the 
seven Best of Class winners from this year’s judging:

Nottingham Cellars, Best of Class for White Blends, $30 and above: 
BDX Blanc, Micro Lot Reserve Ghielmetti Vineyard, $30.00

Stony Ridge, Best of Class Petite Sirah, $29.00 - $32.99: Petite Sirah, 
Del Arroyo Vineyards, $32.00

Crooked Vine, Best of Class Red Bordeaux, $30.00 - $39.99: Moxie 
Meritage, Del Arroyo Vineyards, $38.00

Page Mill Winery, Best of Class Syrah Dominant Blends, $30.00 and 
above: 2015 GPS, Livermore Valley, $36.00

Vasco Urbano Wine Company, Best of Class, Grenache Dominant 
Blends Up to $29.99: 2015 GSM, Livermore Valley, $28.00

Fenestra, Best of Class, Mourvedre Dominant Blends, $30.00 and 
above: 2013 Infrared, Livermore Valley, $30.00

Las Positas Vineyards, Best of Class, All Other Red Blends, $30.00 
and above: 2014 Obscurus, Livermore Valley, $48.00

Now on to the medals won by winery. Congratulations to all for a 
fine effort.

Bent Creek Wines scored a Double Gold for its 2015 Cab Franc, Gold 
for the 2015 Cab Sauvignon, and Silvers for its 2015 Red on Red, Petite 
Sirah and Zinfandel. 

Caddis scored Gold for its 2014 Livermore Valley Syrah, Silver for the 
2014 Livermore Valley Cabernet Sauvignon and Bronze for the 2016  
Mendocino Grenache Rose. 

Cedar Mountain Winery scored Gold for the NV Livermore Valley 
Duet, a Silver for the 2015 Petite Sirah from Ghielmetti Vineyard and a 
Bronze for the 2015 Thatcher Bay Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon.

Charles R Vineyards  scored Gold for its “Vino de Amor” 
Red Dessert wine, and Bronze for its 2014 Livermore Valley Cabernet 
Sauvignon and 2014 Petite Sirah, Livermore Valley.

Concannon Vineyard entered two tiers of wine. Under the Concannon 
Reserve tier, they scored a Double Gold for the 2014 Spring Mountain Dis-
trict Cabernet Sauvignon, Gold for the 2015 Livermore Valley Chardonnay, 
Gold for the 2016 Sonoma Sauvignon Blanc, Gold for the 2014 Mother 
Vine Cabernet Sauvignon, Silver for the 2015 Livermore Valley Crimson 
& Clover, Silver for the 2014 Livermore Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, Silver 
for the 2014 Livermore Valley Nina’s Cuvee Petite Sirah and Silver for 
the 2014 Livermore Valley Captain Joe’s Petite Sirah. 

Under the Concannon Vineyard label, they scored Gold for the 2015 
Monterey Chardonnay, Silver for the 2014 Chalk Hill Clone 7 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Silver for the 2014 Livermore Valley Petite Sirah and Bronze 
for the 2015 Paso Robles Cabernet Sauvignon.

In addition to the Best of Class for the Moxie, Crooked Vine scored 
Gold for the 2015 Petit Verdot, Silver for the 2015 Cabernet Franc, Silver 
for the 2015 Petite Sirah, Silver for the 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Bronze for the 201 Pinot Noir. All wines were from Del Arroyo Vineyards.

At Cuda Ridge Wines, it was a Silver streak, with the 2015 Petit Verdot, 
2015 Malbec, 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon, 2015 Black Label Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and the 2015 Merlot, all Livermore Valley, all winning Silver medals.

Dante Robere Vineyards scored Golds for its 2014 Petite Sirah from 
Livermore Valley and for its 2015 Love Ranch Madera Mourvedre. They 
brought home Silvers for its 2015 Dante’s Inferno (California), 2015 Estate 
Livermore Syrah, 2015 Livermore Tempranillo, 2015 Livermore Zinfandel 
and its 2015 Tracy Hills Barbera, and Bronzes for the 2015 Tracy Hills 
Touriga and the 2105 Estate Reserve Syrah. 

Darcie Kent Vineyards started off with two Double Golds, one for its 
2014 Livermore Valley Firepit Red and one for the 2016 Rava’s Black 
Jack Pinot Noir. They then added Gold for its 2016 Livermore Valley 
Pistachio Lane Chardonnay, the 2015 Hoffman Lane Chardonnay and the 
2015 Madden “Big Petite” Petite Sirah. Silvers were awarded to the 2014 
Livermore Stone Patch Cabernet Franc, the 2015 Choreography Red (San 
Francisco Bay), the 2014 Livermore Valley Clone 337 Cabernet Sauvignon, 
the 2014 Madden Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon, the 2014 Livermore Valley 
Field Blend Zinfandel, the 2014 Old Vines Merlot (San Francisco Bay), the 
2016 Rava’s Black Jack Gruner Veltliner and the 2016 Sauvignon Blanc, 
also from Rava’s Black Jack Vineyard in Monterey. Bronzes were awarded 
to the 2016 Victories Rosé and the 2015 De Mayo Vineyard Chardonnay, 
Livermore. An interesting note here is that when Peggy Fleming and Greg 

Jenkins retired from the wine business, they bequeathed the Victories Rosé 
and Choreography names and projects to Darcie and David Kent.

Eagle Ridge Vineyard scored a Double Gold for its 2013 Livermore 
Valley Petite Sirah, Silver for its NV Raptor Blend, and Bronzes for Caits’ 
NV Livermore Port, 2014 Livermore Valley Private Reserve Cabernet 
Sauvignon and the 2014Livermore Valley Zinfandel.

Ehrenberg Cellars scored a Double Gold for the 2012 Lodi Michael-
David Cabernet Sauvignon, Silvers for the 2015 Lodi Michael-David Petite 
Sirah and the 2015 Contra Costa Carignane, and Bronzes for the 2017 Contra 
Costa Favalora Vineyards Rosé, 2012 Solano County England-Shaw Syrah 
and 2012 Napa Valley Dixon Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon. 

In addition to the Best of Class award, Fenestra scored Double Golds 
for its 2012 Livermore Merlot and 2013 Livermore Sirah. The brought 
home Gold for the 2015 Sangiovese (San Francisco Bay) and the 2016 
Lodi Verdelho. Silvers were awarded to the Livermore 2013 Conjugation 
blend, the 2012 Livermore Malbec, the 2014 Livermore Mourvedre and 
the 2016 Livermore Valley Chardonnay. Bronzes went to the 2012 Lodi 
Tempranillo, the 2013 Lodi Graciano, the 2016 True White (California) 
and the 2015 Arroyo Seco Riesling.

At Garré Vineyard and Winery, they scored Silver for the 2015 Livermore 
Chardonnay, and Bronzes for the 2015 Livermore Cabernet Sauvignon, the 
2014 Livermore Syrah and the 2016 Alameda County Rosato di Sangiovese.

Las Positas Vineyards added to its Best of Class for the Obscurus 
with Double Golds for the 2015 Tempranillo and two 2014 Cabernet 
Sauvignons, one $58 and the other $82. Gold medals were awarded to the 
2015 Coccineous and the 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon. Silvers went to the 
2014 Coccineous, the NV Conspiratus II, the NV Casimira Dessert Wine, 
the 2014 Meritage, 2014 Tempranillo, 2015 Petit Verdot, 2015 Barbera, 
2015 Petite Sirah and 2016 Chardonnay, all from Livermore. Silver also 
went to its 2016 Albarino from Sacramento County. Bronzes went to the 
2015 Cabernet Franc, 2015 Malbec and 2016 Rosé, all Livermore Valley.

Leisure Street Winery brought home Silver for its 2014 Livermore 
Valley Mourvedre-dominant blend called Tall, Dark & Handsome, and for 
its 2016 Livermore Chardonnay, along with a Bronze for its 2015 Napa 
Chardonnay.  

Longevity scored Silver for the fetching 2016 Rosé of deb-ru-vée, as 
well as for the 2013 Vintner Select Tempranillo, and Bronzes for the 2013 
Lodi Vintner Select Cab Franc and the 2011 Vintner Select Phil-osophy.

McGrail Vineyards walked away with an impressive Double Gold for 
its 2014 Cabernet Sauvignon, while the 2015 Shamus Patrick Red Blend, 
2016 Picazo Vineyards Rosé and 2016 Livermore Valley Chardonnay 
scored Silver.

At McKahn Family, both the 2016 Viognier (Russian River) and 2015 
Syrah (Napa) received Silver medals. 

For Mitchell Katz, it was practically a solid Silver sweep, with the 
2013 Livermore Valley Tawny Port Dessert Wine, the 2013 Falling Star 
Merlot, 2016, 2013 Yee Vineyard Syrah and the 2016 Gu Vineyard, Pruett’s 
Patch Chardonnay all scoring Silvers, while, the 2016 Sauvignon Blanc 
scored Bronze.

At Murrieta's Well, they did it again, bringing home a Double Gold for 
the 2015 Livermore Valley The Spur and a Gold for the 2016 Livermore 
Valley The Whip.

Nella Terra Cellars was rewarded with Gold for its 2014 Napa Valley 
Izzy's Blend and a Bronze for its 2015  Livermore Valley Estate Pinot 
Noir as well as for its 2016 Estate Viognier.

Adding to its Best of Class win, Nottingham Cellars notched up a 
Silver for its 2015 Livermore Valley Cabernet Sauvignon and its 2017 
Sauvignon Blanc. They scored Bronze for its 2017 Livermore Valley Micro 
Lot Reserve Ernest Wente Vineyard Unoaked Chardonnay.  

Dane Stark of Page Mill Winery showed his GPS is working very well, 
thank you, with that Best of Class win in the Petite-Sirah-dominated blend 
class, but that wasn’t all. Page Mill also scored Gold for the 2016 Vintner’s 
Select Chardonnay and the 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon, while raking in 
Silvers for its 2016 Livermore Valley Chandler Vineyard Chardonnay and 
the 2016 Angela’s Cuvee Rosé.

At Retzlaff, they showed they’ve got the Rosé thing down with a Gold 
for the 2016 Merlot Rosé, and Bronzes for the 2012 Cab Sauv/Merlot Blend, 
the 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon, the 2016 Chardonnay, the 2016 Sauvignon 
Blanc and the 2012 Merlot.  

Rodrigue Molyneaux Estate Winery and Vineyard scored Gold for its 
2013 Cabernet Sauvignon and Bronze for the 2013 Petit Verdot.

Rosa Fierro Cellars scored Silvers for her 2014 Thatcher Bay Cabernet 
Sauvignon and her 2014 “The 105” Cabernet, also from Thatcher Bay. 
Her 2014 Quatro (California) scored Bronze as did her 2016 Unoaked 
Chardonnay from Tenuta Vineyard. 

Capping off the Best of Class for the 2015 Petite Sirah, Stony Ridge 
scored Gold for the 2015 Trifecta, a Silver for the 2015 Zinfandel and 
Bronzes for the 2016 Chardonnay and 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon.

Wente Vineyards scored a Double Gold for its 2016 Riva Ranch Pinot 
Noir from Arroyo Seco, along with Silvers for its 2016 Morning Fog Char-
donnay and 2014 Charles Wetmore Cabernet Sauvignon, both from Liver-
more. The 2016 Riva Ranch Chardonnay brought home Bronze this year. 

Rhonda Wood showed her Chardonnay chops with a Double Gold for 
her 2016 Para Mas Amigas Chardonnay, along with a Gold for her 2015 
Livermore Valley GSM and her 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon “Viva.” Blends 
were a strong suit as Wood Family Vineyards also scored Silver for the 
2015 Woody's Red and the 2015 El Loco Rojo. She also garnered Silver 
for the 2015 Cabernet Franc and her 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon “Especial.” 

The public tasting of the Gold medal winners takes place at Fort Mason 
on February 17, from 1:30 til 5pm.
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Cable Installers Wanted!
Immediate openings for Cable Installers

No experience necessary, we will train.

$5,000 Bonus for experienced techs  
$2,500 Bonus for no experience

Benefits - Health, Dental, Vision, 401K 
Company vehicle with gas card provided

Bring current DMW report to interview. 
Call (916) 215-9309 to apply.

Open Interviews Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 
1920 Mark Ct. #190, Concord, CA

THE ADDRESS IS THE TRI-VALLEY
THE EXPERIENCE IS ALAIN PINEL

925.487.3371
lynnb@apr.com
lynnb.apr.com
License # 01490040 

LYNN BORLEY

925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
lesliefaught.com
License # 01027778

LESLIE FAUGHT

925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
lindafutral.com
License # 01257605

LINDA FUTRAL

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
trivalleyhomesearch.com
License # 01237538

DAN GAMACHE

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
katgaskins.com
License # 01137199 

KAT GASKINS

925.699.3122
jhabluetzel@apr.com
janicetherealtor.com
License # 01385523

JANICE HABLUETZEL

925.980.1900
ghennberry@apr.com
ghennberry.apr.com
License # 00693908 

GAIL HENNBERRY

925.640.3762
ghuggins@apr.com
ghuggins.apr.com
License # 01243739 

GINA HUGGINS

925.455.5464
lkking@apr.com
lkking.apr.com
License # 01142949 

KELLY KING 

East Bay Director of Career Development

925.251.1111
mkotch@apr.com
mkotch.apr.com

MARK KOTCH

925.848.6500
bloftland@apr.com
bloftland.apr.com
License # 00882113 

BLAISE LOFTLAND REAL ESTATE GROUP

510.913.1100
glontoc@apr.com
glontoc.apr.com
License # 01823302 

GLORIA LONTOC

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
joannluisi.com
License # 01399250 

JO ANN LUISI

925.209.9328
lilym@apr.com
lilymc.apr.com
License # 01975835 

LILY MCCLANAHAN

925.519.9080
kmoxley@apr.com
kmoxley.apr.com
License # 00790463 

KRIS MOXLEY

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
mnokes.apr.com
License # 00589126 

MAUREEN NOKES

510.220.0703
kott@apr.com
kott.apr.com
License # 01249663 

KIM OTT & ASSOCIATES

925.518.2887
apereira@apr.com
apereira.apr.com
License # 01980675 

AMANDA PEREIRA

925.413.9306
susiesteele@apr.com
susiesteele.apr.com
License # 01290566 

SUSIE STEELE

925.382.9746
ltraurig@apr.com
ltraurig.apr.com
License # 01078773 

LINDA TRAURIG

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving 
The San Francisco Bay Area Including the Tri-Valley 925.251.1111

Team Evans  
Excellence in Real Estate

Craig & Rebecca Evans
CalBRE #01971528 | #01498025

TeamEvansRealEstate.com
925.784.2870

homes@ellengoold.com
CA LIC #01926766

Helping you every step of the way!

Ryan Anderson
(925) 371-RYAN (7926)

www.371RYAN.com
ryan@371ryan.com

BRE#01254257

1789 Fourth St
Livermore, CA

DENNIS SERRAO
Broker Associate /REALTOR
Serving Livermore & Tri-Valley since 1999
dennis.rebroker@gmail.com
TriValleyHomeSellers.com
(925) 876-3756
Cal BRE#01251442

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

               

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

www.GreciGroup.com
BRE#01323804 BRE#01707140 

GRIGRI

SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

sabrina.bascom@bhgtrivalley.com
Cal BRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

Michelle Elliott
Mortgage Banker
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616
michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott
NMLS ID: 694685

Mortgage Banking
275 S K Street

Livermore, CA 94550

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

CalBRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM
Specializing in 

Livermore’s  
Finest Homes

Professionals Choice  
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading  
Real Estate Professionals & Services

Linda Newton
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES
(925) 216-2015

LindaNewtonRE@gmail.com
LindaNewtonRealEstate.com

CalBRE# 01312631

DONNA  
GARRISON
925.980.0273

SUSAN  
SCHALL

925.519.8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
FabulousProperties.net

CA BRE Lic. # 01395362, 01735040, 01964566

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account
Representative At (925) 243-8001

Brett D. Caires
Working harder for you since 1987

925.449.5888
brettdcaires@gmail.com
LIC#00958328

Top Producing Livermore  
Realtor since 1999

www.IvyLoGerfo.com
(925) 998-5312

 Ivy
    LoGerfoCalBRE#01267853

Prestige  
Real Estate Service

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

CalBRE 
#01709171

(925) 251-2500
homes@gailhenderson.com

www.gailhenderson.com

CalBRE# 01256255/ 01741240/ 01943073/01256255

THE KRISTY PEIXOTO TEAM
Estates, Ranches and Land Realtors...

925-251-2536     |     www.estatesandranches.com

  Kristy Peixoto   |   Nancy Valett    |   Kimberly Stanley   |   Rannie Greer   | Dannie Baker

THE KRISTY 
PEIXOTO TEAM
Estates, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 251-2536
kpeixoto@rockcliff.com
Estatesandranches.comCalBRE #01256255 / #01741240 / 

#01943073 / #02004582

of the California Probate 
Code. Other California 
statutes and legal author-
ity may affect your rights 
as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 

You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you are 
a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special 
Notice (Form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk.

(X)  Attorney for Petitioner:   
JEFFREY S. HOLMAN 
220 STATE STREET
SUITE A
LOS ALTOS, CA 94022
(650)949-1660
        
The Independent Legal No. 
4260.   
Published January 11, 18, 
25, 2018.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539425
The following person(s) 
doing business as: 1 Call 
Inspections, 337 Earhart 
Way, Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
1 Call Inspections, Inc., 337 
Earhart Way, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Tim Seymour, President/
CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 2, 2018. Expires 
January 2, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4261. Published January 11, 
18, 25, February 1, 2018.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539523
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: BFP Man-
agement, 2008 Larrys Place, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Ted M. Bolls, Jr., 2008 Lar-
rys Place, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual

The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Ted M. Bolls Jr.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 4, 2018. Expires 
January 4, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4262. Published January 11, 
18, 25, February 1, 2018.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539581
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Springtown 
Art Center, 931 Larkspur Dr., 
#8, Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Susan C. Vincent, 4829 
Primrose Ln., Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: January 1, 
2018
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Susan C. Vincent, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 5, 2018. Expires 
January 5, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4263. Published January 11, 
18, 25, February 1, 2018.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO                              
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:                                          

KURT REID MILLAR
Case No. RP17-97873971

To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of:

KURT REID MILLAR

A Petition for Probate has 
been filed by: LISA H. MIL-
LAR in the Superior Court 
of California, County of AL-
AMEDA. 

The Petition for Probate re-
quests that: LISA H. MILLAR 
be appointed as personal 
representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.

(X) The petition requests the 
decedent’s will and codicils, if 
any, be admitted to probate. 
The will and any codicils are 
available for examination in 
the file kept by the court.

( X ) The petition  requests 
authority to administer the 

estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to 
take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, 
the personal representative 
will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court 
as follows:
Date: 1/31/2018
TIME: 9:31 AM  DEPT: 201 
at:
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA
County of Alameda
Berkeley Courthouse
2120 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way
Berkeley, CA 94704

If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should 
appear at the hearing and 
state your objections or file 
written objections with the 
court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or 
a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to 
the personal representa-
tive appointed by the court 
within the later of either 
(1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of 
letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined 
in section 58(b)  of the Cali-
fornia Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the mailing or 
personal delivery to you of 
a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate 
Code. Other California 
statutes and legal author-
ity may affect your rights 
as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in 
California law. 

You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you are 
a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special 
Notice (Form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or 

of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request for 
Special Notice form is avail-
able from the court clerk.

(X)  Petitioner:   
LISA H. MILLAR
450 NORTH P STREET
LIVERMORE, CA 94551
(925)454-1579
        
The Independent Legal No. 
4264.   
Published January 11, 18, 
25, 2018.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539385-539386
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)Gaoiran 
Properties 2)Tony’s Handy-
man, 4039 Pomona Way, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
1)Tony S. Gaoiran Jr 2)
Evelyn J. Gaoiran, 4039 
Pomona Way, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: January 1, 
2018
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Tony S. Gaoiran Jr
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 2, 2018. Expires 
January 2, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4265. Published January 
18, 25, February 1, 8, 2018.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539087
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: M and I 
Towing & Transport, 898 
Herman Ave #109, Liver-
more, CA  94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
1)Mauricio Hernandez 2)
Itzel Bibiano, 898 Herman 
Ave #109, Livermore, CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by a Joint Venture
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Mauricio Hernandez, 
General Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 20, 2017. Ex-
pires December 20, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4266. Published January 
18, 25, February 1, 8, 2018.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539215
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 2 Fatties’ 
Tees, 5039 Preston Ave., 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
1)Darrell Lutz, 1851 Peary 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550 
2)Rachel Maak, 954 Lam-
baren Ave, Livermore, CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by a General Partnership
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Darrell Lutz, General 
Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 27, 2017. Ex-
pires December 27, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4267. Published January 
25, February 1, 8, 15, 2018.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 539433
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Salon Noir 
Beauty Lounge, 3119 Inde-
pendence Dr, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
1)Victoria Peixoto, 3043 
Camino Diablo, Byron, CA 
94514 2)Desiree Melton, 
1700 Tahoe Cir, Tracy, CA 
95376
This business is conducted 
by a Joint Venture
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Victoria Peixoto
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 2, 2018. Expires 
January 2, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4268. Published January 
25, February 1, 8, 15, 2018.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, 
for adoption information 
contact Val ley Humane 
Society at  (925)426-8656 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer 
opportunities, and how to 
donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 

any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  
CLASSIFIED AD

Call  (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156

127) LOST/ FOUND

LOST 
RED FANNY PACK

with keys
Area of Buena Vista Ave

Livermore
Please contact Douglas

(530)541-3413

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 

also requires that contrac-
tors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or (800)321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
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Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

THE ADDRESS IS THE TRI-VALLEY

THE EXPERIENCE IS ALAIN PINEL

FREMONT   $1,599,950 

2111 Ocaso Camino  |  3bd/2.5ba 
Kelly King  |  925-455-5464

License # 1142949
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE   $830,000 

2944 Kiwi Common  |  3bd/3ba 
Teresa Hartford  |  425-344-9983

License # 2047065
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

DUBLIN   $830,000 

3251 Central Parkway  |  3bd/2.5ba 
Linda Traurig  |  925.382.9746

License # 1078773
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00 

LIVERMORE   $759,000 

851 Laguna Street  |  4bd/2ba 
Gina Huggins  |  925.640.3762

License # 1243739
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Pleasanton 925.251.1111

LIVERMORE   $675,000 

630 North Livermore Avenue  |  3bd/2ba 
Linda Futral  |  (925)980-3561

License # 1257605
OPEN SAT 1:00-4:00  & SUN 12:00-3:00

LIVERMORE   $625,000 

1559 4th Street  |  2bd/1ba 
Linda Futral  |  (925)980-3561

License # 1257605
BY APPOINTMENT 
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Source: TrendGraphix, Jan 1, 2017 - Dec 31, 2017, Top Office Market Share Dublin, Livermore & Pleasanton, 
All Properties Information is obtained from the Multiple Listing Service and/or public records. 

This third party information has not been independently verified.

THE AREA IS TRI-VALLEY - THE LEADER IS ALAIN PINEL

Debi Zentner

Cell: (925) 200-6381
debi@divmg.com   NMLS # 241540

 

As I enter my 25th year in the mortgage business it has been a privilege to work with 
incredible clients and Realtors. I have seen some dramatic changes in interest rates 
and mortgage trends and strategies. If you need guidance in purchasing a home, 

home to help get ready for retirement, or assisting your children in purchasing their 

improvements, or you want to stay in your home forever and a reverse mortgage is 
your goal, it is my job to assist you and help you plan a road map for your mortgage 
needs.  I hope you and your family have an incredible 2018. 
Call or e-mail me if I can help. 

for each type of disaster, 
such as cleared areas for fires 
or high ground for floods. 
If there is any chance that 
horses and livestock are in 
an area that may need to be 
evacuated, owners are urged 
to do so early and without 
hesitation; having to evacu-
ate panicked animals in thick 
smoke with embers flying 
and trying to navigate con-
gested roads endangers both 
animals and owners. 

Additionally, special di-
etary requirements and al-
lergies should be provided 
on the written plan. 

"Know your horse’s 
feed," said Norm. "Chang-
ing feed unexpectedly can 
cause health problems. Add 
that to a natural disaster, 
like an evacuation to a small 
stall in a smoke-filled county 
evacuation facility, and it 
can be fatal."

Developing a buddy 
system is also valuable. 
Make arrangements with a 
neighbor or friend to check 
on each other during and 
after a disaster. Sign up by 
county for emergency alerts 
and shelter information, and 
know at least two routes out 
of an affected area. To find 

where to take evacuated 
horses and livestock, contact 
the local animal care and 
control agency, agricultural 
extension agent, or local 
emergency management 
authorities for information 
about emergency shelters.

"Fires happen all the 
time," Norm said. "Santa 
Rosa is an example that in 
a fire anything can happen. 
Nobody thought a fire could 
burn down entire neighbor-
hoods in the flat suburbs." 

For the Nathers, who live 
in Livermore and own two 
horses – Maverick and Da-
kota – that they've rescued, 
getting the word out about 
disaster evacuation pre-
paredness is all important. 

"I have never met a horse 
owner who didn’t love their 
horse," Norm said. "I de-
cided to try to find a way 
to be helpful, without judg-
ment, because we all need 
to stay teachable. My wife 
and I continue to learn some-
thing new every day when it 
comes to these fascinating 
animals. We hope that never 
changes."

To learn more, visit Bay 
Area Equestrian Network at 
bayequest.com. 

ANIMALS
(continued from page one)

Pleasanton's Owens Drive 
will remain one lane in the 
eastbound direction between 
Willow Road and the Iron 
Horse Trail crossing near 
the East Dublin/Pleasanton 
BART station.

In 2015, the eastbound 
lanes of Owens Drive were 
reduced from three lanes to 
a single lane as part of the 
Essex Transit Oriented De-
velopment Project. The lanes 
were removed to provide 
parking for retail at the com-
plex. After hearing ongoing 
complaints about reducing 
the road to one lane, the city 
hired Hexagon Transporta-
tion Consultants to study the 
situation and come up with 
recommendations on what the 
city could do.

After hearing the report 

Eastbound Owens Drive to Stay at One Lane
and on the recommendation 
of staff, the Pleasanton City 
Council, on a 4 to 1 vote, 
chose not to widen the road. 
Karla Brown was opposed. 
She wanted the city to re-
store one of the lanes to pro-
vide a two lane street, noting 
that housing built or zoned 
for the area in proximity to 
the BART station could add 
up to 925 units.

The cost to restore one 
lane was estimated at $1 
million.

The vote included direc-
tion to staff to pursue grant 
funding to purchase an adap-
tive traffic timing software 
that could address the short 
spikes in vehicle traffic with-
out increasing the pedestrian 
and bicycle delay. 

The Essex Transit Orient-

ed developer had not wanted 
to build retail. City Manager 
Nelson Fialho said that the 
transfer of public right-of-
way was a way to facilitate 
retail at the complex to cre-
ate a transit oriented devel-
opment. While the retail has 
been built, none of the space 
is occupied at this time.

Michael Tassano, City 
Traffic Engineer, told the 
council that reducing the 
number of lanes was also 
a way to promote walking 
and biking near the BART 
station by making it safer 
to do so.  

The East Bay Regional 
Park District installed a 
signalized crossing at the 
Iron Horse Trail. Following 
the installation, in the fall 
of 2016, increased vehicu-
lar congestion occurred on 
Owens Drive. Peak hour 
volume traveling eastbound 
combined with the 30 sec-
ond pedestrian crossing time 
caused vehicles to back up 
from the Iron Horse Trail 
crossing to Willow Road.

In January of 2017, the 
crossing was modified to a 
"two-stage" crossing, which 
reduced the time needed 
for pedestrians to cross the 
eastbound lanes down to 

10 seconds eliminating the 
backup on Owens Drive.

Analysis by the consul-
tant included the following:

• Widening Project: re-
construction of Owens Drive 
to add a second eastbound 
lane between Willow and 
the Iron Horse Trail. In the 
road's current configura-
tion, it was noted that for 
one or two minutes during 
the peak, the vehicle queue 
spiked to 21 vehicles, but 
these vehicles were all able 
to clear the intersection in a 
single cycle. The widening 
showed the greatest travel 
time savings for cars, with a 
22 second reduction, 

• Alternative 1: Create 
and deploy a traffic signal 
coordination plan for the PM 
peak hour that would focus 
on vehicle progression.

• Alternative 2: Alterna-
tive 1 plus a reconstruction 
of the Iron Horse Trail curb 
ramps to reduce pedestrian 
crossing distance.

• Alternative 3: Alterna-
tive 1 plus a reconstruction 
of the Iron Horse Trail cross-
ing to return the crossing 
to its previous pedestrian 
single stage crossing design.

Alternatives 1, 2 and 3 
all increase the pedestrian 

crossing time beyond 60 
seconds and were not recom-
mended for this reason. 

The  publ ic  hear ing 
brought out those who sup-
ported retaining the one lane. 
David Fish said that widen-
ing the road would attract 
more cars making it less safe 
for bike riders. Others noted 
that walking, taking public 
transportation or using a 
bike to commute should be 
encouraged. Along the same 
lines, it was stated that there 
is a need to start thinking of 
bikes as transportation, and 
to make it safe for people to 
use them.

The majority wanted 
at least one lane restored, 
calling it counter intuitive 
to reduce the number of 
lanes. One speaker said, 
"The change should never 
have happened. The council 
should have the courage to 
correct it." A petition signed 
by 900 residents in support 
of restoring a lane was pre-
sented to the council.

During the council com-
ments, Arne Olson pointed 
out that the delays are not 
catastrophic.

J e r r y  P e n t i n  s a i d , 
"Change is hard. A true 
TOD was the goal. The idea 

that land was given away be-
cause the developer wanted 
it is false. The developer 
only wanted to build hous-
ing." Pentin noted that the 
BART lot is full early. An 
increasing number of people 
are using alternative ways to 
get to BART. The number 
of people arriving by bike, 
walking or taking public 
transportation will grow. 

Brown pointed out that 
Owens Drive is a main con-
nector road. She added, 
"Most of us have cars and 
drive to work; not everyone 
has the option to walk or 
bike. Sometime we will have 
to restore the lane." 

Kathy Narum said it was 
clear that the city wanted 
TOD to promote more and 
safer use of alternative trans-
portation at the BART sta-
tion. Parking was to help 
the retail. 

Mayor Jerry Thorne said 
he could not justify spending 
$1 million to deal with a 22 
second delay. However, he 
was concerned about the fu-
ture and what requirements 
the state may approve re-
garding development. "Staff 
needs to keep an eye on 
legislation. We may have to 
widen the road to accom-
modate development."
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An Historic 
Evening with Anne 
Frank’s Stepsister

Marking the 70th Anniversary 
of Anne Frank’s Diary

Eva Schloss is the stepsister of Anne Frank, a ho-
locaust survivor, a published author and for the past 
35 years a decorated ambassador for global peace. 
She will share her remarkable life story Tuesday, 
February 13 at Livermore's Bankhead Theater.

To help commemorate the 70th anniversary of 
the publication of Anne Frank's iconic diary, Mrs. 
Schloss will describe the events surrounding the di-
ary's writing, discovery and publication. The presen-
tation will take place at 7:30pm, and will include a 
Q&A and book signing.

This is a rare opportunity to hear a first-hand ac-
count from someone who lived through one of the 
most horrific episodes of the 20th century and whose 
life mirrored and intersected with one of the most 
compelling figures in our history. The presentation 
will be suitable for teenagers, and families of all 
faiths are invited to attend.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, a Pleasanton based Jew-
ish community center of Jewish life, is sponsoring  
the evening. Tickets are available at www.JewishTri-
Valley.com.

In 1938, Germany invaded Austria, causing many 
Jewish families to flee to avoid persecution. Among 
the emigrants was 8-year old Eva Geiringer, who 
with her mother, brother, and father moved first 
to Belgium and then to Holland, where one of her 
neighbors was a German Jewish girl of the same age.

The two girls became friends and playmates 
(though, as Eva would say many years later, the girl 
was "much more grown-up and mature than me"). 
They passed the time  skipping, playing hopscotch 
and marbles, and drinking lemonade that the girl's 
mother prepared.

Ultimately, both girls and their families were 
deported to the Auschwitz concentration camp. Later 
they would become stepsisters.

Eva survived her concentration camp experience 
and made her way to England, where she married Zvi 
Schloss and raised three daughters. She worked as a 
studio photographer and ran an antique shop.

Her stepsister did not survive Auschwitz, but kept 
a diary that did. Her name was Anne Frank.

Since 1985, Eva Schloss has devoted herself to 

The Reduced Shakespeare Company makes its first vis-
it to Livermore in February with “William Shakespeare’s 
Long Lost First Play (abridged),” a hilarious mash-up of 
characters, famous lines, and unexpected plot twists. Fa-
mous speeches and plot devices of Shakespeare’s 39 plays 
are woven into a very fast, very funny, entirely fictional 
40th play filled with grudges, mistaken identities, ghosts, 
spells, tempests and witty wordplay worthy of the master 
himself. 

Described as “a breathlessly irreverent and pun-filled 
romp!” by The Washington Post, the show was developed 
in 2016 to mark the 400th anniversary of the Bard’s death. 
“William Shakespeare’s Long Lost First Play (abridged)” 
will be performed at the Bankhead Theater for one perfor-
mance only on Friday evening, February 9, 2018. 

Reduced Shakespeare Company To 
Perform Their Comic Mash-Up Masterpiece, 
'William Shakespeare’s Long Lost First Play'

In this “tale told by idiots,” the Reduced Shakespeare 
Company weaves all of The Bard’s famous characters, 
greatest lines, and magnificent speeches into a brand 
new Shakespearean smorgasbord that erupts when Puck 
(from A Midsummer Night’s Dream) and Ariel (from The 
Tempest) hijack the plot of The Comedy of Errors. The 
ensuing chaos creates such new and strange bedfellows 
as Kate and Beatrice, Hamlet and master motivator Lady 
Macbeth, Dromio and Juliet, as well as King Lear and his 
three daughters, who turn out to be the three weird sisters 
from Macbeth.

Since it was founded in 1981, the Reduced Shakespeare 
Company has taken its ten stage shows around the world. 
Their first three shows, “The Complete Works of William 

Long lost Teresa Wood - Courtesy of Folger Theatre.

(continued on page 3)
(continued on page 4)
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A performance of “One Night, Three Women, Too 
Funny!”  will benefit Foothill High School at Tommy 
T’s Comedy Club in Pleasanton on Tuesday, February 6 
at 5104 Hopyard Rd. Doors open 6:30pm, show starts at 
7:30pm. Tickets are $20.00 each or table of 8 for $120. 
Two item minimum purchase required.

A silent auction will begin at 6:30 pm. Proceeds will 
benefit Foothill PTSA and Band Boosters. 

Comedians performing will be local funny ladies 
Regina Stoops, Margaret Zhao and Stacey Gustafson plus 
Liaqat Ali as MC.

“The sold out Bothwell audience loved Regina, Stacey 
and Margaret’s performance. Each of the comediennes de-
livers her story in a unique way, but each are keen observ-
ers of the daily trials, tribulations, rituals and joys of life. 
Come ready to laugh!” - Anne Giancola, Arts Manager, 
Bothwell Arts Center

To buy tickets, contact http://www.foothillptsa.org/
comedy

Regina Stoops was born and raised in a town called 
Normal though her humor is anything but...Regina’s 
comedic ramblings take a look at an ordinary life and 

The debate between 
the Beatles and the Roll-
ing Stones has been going 
on ever since they first 
crossed paths on the charts 
53 years ago. The argument 
at the time, and one that 
still persists, was that the 
Beatles were a pop group 
and the Stones were a rock 
band: the boys next door 
vs. the bad boys of rock. 

redefine what it is to be normal. Her unique perspective on 
life in the suburbs has made her a favorite at comedy clubs 
and fundraisers throughout the Bay Area. More at www.
reginastoops.com.

Stacey Gustafson is a proud city slicker from St. Louis 
who turns everyday frustrations into hilarity. Her tongue-
in-cheek brand of humor resonates with the audience as 
she pokes fun at kids, parents, marriage and midlife. Visit 
www.StaceyGustafson.com and Twitter @RUKiddingSta-
cey.

Margaret Zhao was born in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. Her award-winning memoir, Really Enough: 
A True Story of Tyranny, Courage and Comedy, charts 
her daunting struggle for survival, freedom and forbidden 
love. Unfairly labeled as Enemy of the State under Chair-
man Mao, Margaret had to use humor and wit to survive 
oppressive tyranny and then to handle the often hysteri-
cal challenges of culture short in America. From learning 
to drive to pronouncing the Taco Bell menu, Margaret’s 
stories of crossing cultures create surprises and uncontrol-
lable laughs. 

 

custom-made. There’s a lot 
of good-natured jabbing 
between the bands as well.

“Without Beatlemania, 
the Stones might still be 
a cover band in London,” 
said Chris Overall, who 
plays "Paul". “There’s no 
question that the Beatles set 
the standard.”

“It’s just a fun time and a 

cool back-and-forth nonstop 
show,” Overall added.

The 8 p.m. show will 
be held at the Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore 
on February 21. Tickets 
may be purchased at the 
box office, online at www.
bankheadtheater.org or by 
calling 373-6800.

These two legendary bands 
will engage in an on-stage, 
throw down - a musical 
'showdown' on February 
21 at the Bankhead Theater 
courtesy of tribute bands 
Abbey Road and Satisfac-
tion - The International 
Rolling Stones Show.

Taking the side of the 
Fab Four is Abbey Road, 
one of the country's top 

Beatles tribute bands. With 
brilliant musicianship and 
authentic costumes and 
gear, Abbey Road plays 
beloved songs spanning 
the Beatles' career. They 
face off against renowned 
Stones tribute band Satis-
faction - The International 
Rolling Stones Show, who 
offer a faithful rendition of 
the music and style of Mick 

Jagger, Keith Richards and 
the bad boys of the British 
Invasion.

“Music fans never had 
a chance to see the Beatles 
and the Rolling Stones 
perform on the same mar-
quee,” said Chris Legrand, 
who plays “Mick Jagger” 
in the show. Now, music 
aficionados can watch this 
debate play out on stage.”

The Livermore show is 
part of a 110 stop tour of 
the U.S., Australia and Can-
ada and has been touring 
since 2011. The production 
includes some of the more 
popular songs from the two 
rock pioneers and covers 
the scope of their musical 
careers, although the set list 
for Satisfaction usually in-
cludes Rolling Stones songs 
up to the 1980s.

During the two-hour 
show, the bands perform 
three sets each, trading 
places in quick set changes 
and ending the night with 
an all-out encore involv-
ing both bands. The band 
members have their outfits 

'One Night, Three Women, Too Funny' 
to Benefit Foothill High Programs

Comedians Stacey Gustafson, Regina Stoops, and 
Margaret Zhao at Tommy T's.

Program Focuses on Differences Between The Beatles and Rolling Stones

Abbey Road performs Beatles tribute (above) while The International Rolling Stones 
Show focuses on the Rolling Stones (lower right.
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The Bankhead Theater 
will welcome the return of 
the Moscow Festival Bal-
let in February with their 
production of the, “Cinder-
ella.”  Based on the French 
tale by Charles Perrault, 
the traditional story of the 
poor stepsister in rags, a 
fairy-godmother, charming 
prince, and a magical glass 
slipper comes to life in this 
fully-staged ballet version. 

The Moscow Festival 
Ballet’s production of “Cin-
derella” will be presented 
at the Bankhead Theater for 
one performance only on 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 
at 7:30pm.  

Dedicated to preserving 
the timeless beauty of the 
Russian ballet tradition, 
the Moscow Festival Ballet 
brings their exceptional 
dancing, classic choreog-
raphy, exquisite sets and 
costumes on annual tours 
worldwide.  Led by artistic 
director Sergei Radchenko, 
they specialize in timeless 
works and new pieces in-
cluding full-length produc-
tions of twentieth-century 
classical ballets such as 
“Romeo and Juliet,” which 
they performed here in 
2015, as well as “Giselle,” 
“Legend of Love,” “Stone 
Flower,” “Don Quixote” 
and “Paquita.” Radchenko 
danced the entire reper-
toire at the Bolshoi Ballet, 

where he worked for 25 
years, and he continues to 
lead master classes in the 
Russian classical school. 
Under his leadership, the 
Moscow Festival Ballet has 
expanded its repertoire and 
been received with high 
acclaim on extensive tours 
throughout Europe, Asia 
and the United States.  

One of the best known 
fairy tales in the world, the 
story of Cinderella has been 
translated into nearly every 
art form from children's 
theater to grand opera. 

Set to Sergei Prokofiev’s 
melodic score written in 
the 1940s, the ballet is 
a classic retelling of the 
poor but beautiful Cinder-
ella, whose stepmother and 
stepsisters treat her as a 
maid. Her fairy godmother 
makes it possible for her 
to attend the Prince's ball, 
but warns her to leave by 
midnight or the spell will 
be broken. Although the 
Prince has instantly fallen 
in love with her, she slips 
away from the ball leaving 
behind her glass slipper. 

The next day, many women 
including her stepsisters try 
on the slipper, but it only 
fits Cinderella, who is now 
dressed again in her tattered 
rags. The prince recognizes 
her as his lost love and the 
ballet concludes with a 
storybook happy ending. 

Tickets for all  shows in 
the 2017-2018 season are 
available now through the 
Bankhead Theater ticket 
office, 2400 First Street, 
Livermore, online at www.
bankheadtheater.org or by 
calling (925) 373-6800.

Shakespeare (abridged),” 
“The Complete History of 
America (abridged)” and 
“The Bible; The Complete 
Word of God (abridged)” 
ran for nine years at the 
Criterion Theater in Pic-
cadilly Circus. The first two 
shows eventually emerged 
as the longest-running 
comedies in London and all 

three have been performed 
to enthusiastic audiences 
for decades. “William 
Shakespeare’s Long Lost 
First Play (abridged),” their 
most recent work, was first 
presented in the prestigious 
Folger Theater at the Folger 
Shakespeare Library in 
Washington D.C.

The Reduced Shake-

speare Company notes that 
while the show is created in 
the spirit of classic Shake-
speare, their shows do 
contain occasional bawdy 
language and mild innu-
endo. While they welcome 
audiences young and old, 
they rate their shows PG-13 
or “Pretty Good if you’re 
13.”  

The Hagemann Ranch Open House, Sunday, January 
28 from 1-4 PM features antiques and valentines. 

There will be antique treasures on display and for sale. 
The kids can decorate Valentine cookies and create their 
own Valentine crafts.  Stroll the lane with your sweetie to 
the sweet sounds of The Silverwinds flute quartet. 

The Livermore Lions Club will be on hand to do free 
vision checks.  There are guest artists demonstrations and 
ongoing tours of the historic ranch.  Come say "Hi" to  the 
goats and horses. 

Hagemann Ranch is located at 455 Olivina Ave. in 
Livermore.  

Tickets for “William 
Shakespeare’s Long Lost 
First Play (abridged)” start 
at just $40 and are avail-
able through the Bank-
head Ticket Office, 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore, online at www.
bankheadtheater.org or by 
calling at 925-483-6800.

SHAKESPEARE
(continued from front page)

JAN 27 — JAN 28

TRI-VALLEY REPERTORY THEATRE
presents

925.373.6800    •    LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

FEB 3 — FEB 24

Sat FEB 3

BOTHWELL GALA FUNDRAISER

Antique Treasures and 
Valentines at Hagemann 

Moscow Festival Ballet presents Cinderella.

Ballet Tells Tale of Cinderella
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Alex Anderson’s love of quilting all began in 1978 
when she completed her grandmother’s “Flower Garden” 
quilt as part of her work towards a degree in art from San 
Francisco State University. Since then she has focused 
on understanding fabric relationships and developing an 
intense appreciation of traditional quilts and beautiful 
quilting surface design.

The author of 30 books in four languages selling over 1 
million copies worldwide, Anderson is a designer of fab-
rics with RJR Fabrics, and co- creator with RNK Distrib-
uting (Floriani) of the Quilters Select brand.

She is showing an array of her quilts, from vintage 
pieces based on traditional designs to newer, more con-
temporary work, through Feb. 28 at Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Drysdale Properties, 1983 Second Street, 
and Livermore.

An artist’s reception is set for Sunday, Jan. 28, 4-6 p.m. 
The public is invited to attend the reception or to view the 
show during regular business hours. 

Anderson is a founding partner of “The Quilt Show.
com” and The Quilt Life magazine (publisher AQS) with 
Ricky Tims. ”The Quilt Show” is the world’s first full-
service interactive online video/web TV show created just 
for quilters worldwide. With more than 140,000 registered 
members in more than 100 countries, “The Quilt Show.
com’s” mission is “to educate, inspire, entertain, connect 

holocaust education and 
global peace. She has 
recounted her wartime ex-
periences in more than one 
thousand speaking engage-
ments around the world. 
She has written three books 
and has had a play writ-
ten about her life. In 1999 
Eva signed the Anne Frank 
Peace Declaration along 
with United Nations Sec-

Encore Players to Add 
a Retro Radio Twist 

Bothwell Arts Center’s  
“Gatsby Jazz Age Party” 

Fundraising Event
As part of the Bothwell Arts Center’s “Gatsby Jazz 

Age Party” fundraising event on February 3, 2018, 
the Encore Players will present a live retro radio pro-
gram that captures the 1920s era through comedians, 
voice actors and sound effects. The “Gatsby Jazz Age 
Party” will recreate the glitz and glamour of the 1920s 
with art deco-style decorations, period dance music 
performed by the Royal Society Jazz Orchestra, and a 
prohibition-themed wine raffle.  

Before television, and now the internet dominated 
the entertainment world, radio was king. During the 
1920s, America’s families gathered around large 
Philco and Magnavox radios each night to enjoy the 
thrill of live shows and broadcasts that brought the 
marvels of the outside world right into their living 
rooms. The Encore Players, Livermore’s community 
theater company and a resident of the Bothwell’s 
West End Theatre, will present three short 15-minute 
programs during the Gatsby Jazz Age Party. Held in 
the Bothwell’s West End, the programs are free as 
part of the gala event. 

While costumes that showcase the period’s fringe, 
feathers and swank style are more than welcome, 
guests are encouraged to enjoy the event in what-
ever style of dress suits them. “We want everyone to 
come celebrate the arts and what the Bothwell Arts 
Center can bring to Livermore,” said Anne Giancola, 
manager of the Bothwell. “As a local arts incubator, 
we offer affordable classroom and studio space for 
the visual arts, as well as rehearsal, performance and 
event space to help engage the community through 
greater access to the arts.” 

Tickets are $100 each and include served and buf-
fet appetizers and small bites. A silent auction will 
also feature such 1920s-themed treasures as a Cache 
of Spirits, a Jazz Music basket, and other arts, enter-
tainment and style-related items. 

All proceeds benefit the Bothwell Arts Center. 
Both the Bothwell and the Bankhead Theater, which 
houses the Visitors Center and Gallery, are part of 
the Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center, an 
independent non-profit arts organization serving the 
Tri-Valley community and beyond. 

Sponsors for the event include UNCLE Credit 
Union, Jean King, Lynn and Joan Seppala, and the 
Independent newspaper. Tickets are $100 per person 
and are available now through the Bankhead ticket 
office at 2400 First Street, by calling 925.373.6800, or 
online at www.lvpac.org  

Quilter Displays Work, Old and New 
and grow the world quilting community in a fun, positive 
and interactive environment.”

The Quilt Life Magazine (2009 – 2014) celebrated the 
lifestyle of contemporary quilt makers in a fresh and beau-
tiful format. In 2010, it was named one of the The Library 
Journal’s top 10 new magazines.

Anderson was awarded the 2008 Silver Star, an award 
given annually by the International Quilt Festival to 
a quilter “whose work and influence has made — and 
continues to make — a sizable and positive impact on the 
quilting industry and community.”

In 2009, she was chosen by the readers of Quilter’s 
Newsletter magazine as “The Most Influential Person in 
The Quilting Industry” in a three-way tie with Tims and 
Karey Bresenhan of Quilts, Inc.

“My personal mission is not only to share my love 
of quilting with anyone who will listen, but to educate 
and encourage those interested in quilting as clearly and 
simply as possible, so quilting can continue to be handed 
down from generation to generation,” Anderson says.

For more information about Anderson or her quilts, 
visit her websites at www.alexandersonquilts.com and 
www.thequiltshow.com.

For information on the reception or to arrange a pri-
vate showing, contact Cher Wollard at 925-784-4679 or 
cherw@cherw.com.

retary General Kofi Annan 
and the niece of Raul Wal-
lenberg, a legendary figure 
who rescued thousands of 
Jews in Budapest. In 2012 
she was awarded a Member 
of the Order of the British 
Empire for her services to 
holocaust education and the 
Anne Frank trust.

"116 Cameras", a 2017 
film about Mrs. Schloss, is 

one of 10 films contending 
for a 2018 Academy Award 
for Best Short Documen-
tary. The film follows Mrs. 
Schloss as she embarks 
on an ambitious project to 
preserve her life story as an 
interactive hologram.

Tickets are $20 for se-
niors and students, $36 gen-
eral admission and $90 VIP  

(includes priority seating 
and private pre-event recep-
tion with Mrs. Schloss); 
$500 Sponsorship (includes 
4 VIP tickets, a private 
pre-event reception with 
Mrs. Schloss, and a signed 
copy of Mrs. Schloss's book 
"Eva's Story").

Tickets are available at 
www.JewishTriValley.com.

The Tennis Shoes quilt was created by Alex Anderson 
(above right).

ANNE FRANK'S SISTER
(continued from front page)
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There’s no getting around it – Saint Bartholomew’s 
Fifth Annual Beer Tasting and Sudsy Supper follows a 
circular theme. From full-bodied local microbrews to 
authentic French crepes, to the Big Band resonance of the 
Mellowtones Combo Jazz Band....the February 11 event 
will even be held in the round: the church’s all-wooden 
sanctuary, arguably one of the most unique buildings in 
Livermore.

Dedicated 50 years ago this past September, Saint 
Bartholomew’s round church design was based on the 
octadecagon, a polygon with 18 sides. During the day, 

Pleasanton high school students are invited to take part 
in an informational session regarding the cultural ex-
change opportunity offered by the Pleasanton-Tulancingo 
Sister City Association. Students interested in participat-
ing in the cultural exchange must have the equivalent of 
2 years of Spanish by the end of the school year. Students 
will host a student in their homes from June 17th to July 
8th and will be hosted by a family in Tulancingo from July 
8th to July 29th.

The only cost involved is the airfare.
The Pleasanton/Tulancingo Sister City Association 

is a Pleasanton City Chartered organization and it is a 
non-profit. The group's mission statement is to promote 
goodwill and friendship between the communities of 

Livermore Lions Club Annual 
Crab Feed February 24

The Livermore Lions Club hosts its annual Crab Feed 
on Saturday, February 24. This is the club's biggest fund-
raiser of the year. It begins at 5:30 in the Fellowship Hall 
of the Asbury Methodist Church at 4743 East Avenue.

The event features all you can eat crab. Also on the 
menu are pasta, salad, a variety of beverages, desserts, and 
delicious French bread from Casse Croute bakery. The 
Girl Scouts from Troop 32874 and the Livermore High 
School Leos will be the servers. Enjoy live music, a 50/50 
drawing, raffle drawings, and silent auctions of items 
donated by local businesses and wineries.

For 94 years the Livermore Lions Club has been a 
member of Lions International, a service organization of 
1.3 million members in 202 countries. Lions conduct vi-
sion and health screening, build parks, support eye hospi-
tals, award scholarships, assist youth, provide help in time 
of need and much more. Our motto is "We Serve."

The Livermore Lions Club sent donations to the hur-
ricane victims in Texas, Florida, and Puerto Rico, and later 
to the fire victims of northern and southern California. The 
members served food at the "Annual Special Kids Day" in 
Brentwood, and helped the Rancho Las Positas PTA with 
their fundraisers. Every February the club sponsors an 
annual "Student Speakers Contest" for grades 9-12. Win-
ners in this statewide contest can earn college scholarships 
valued up to $21,000.

Other projects the club supports are: Canine Compan-
ions, Center for the Blind, Ear of the Lion for hearing 
aids, City of Hope, Relay for Life, Wounded Warriors, 
Shepherd's Gate, Tri-Valley Haven, and Open-Heart 
Kitchen.

Tickets for this year's Crab Feed are $50 per person or 
$270 for a table of 6. Come and enjoy a delicious dinner 
and take home some great prizes.

To order tickets call Ben, club president, at (925) 449-
9974 or Ann, co-chair, at (805) 405-8742.

Beer Tasting and Sudsy Supper 
Promises a Well-Rounded Good Time 

natural sunlight streams down onto a central dais from a 
cupola with clear glass windows. Pews ripple gracefully 
outward toward a concentric series of Donald Homan 
woodcarvings.

It’s not unheard of for churches to host fundraisers 
within their worship space, but this is the first time the 
Sudsy Supper will take place in the sanctuary. 

To kick it off, guests receive a tasting glass to sample 
flights of beer and cider from local breweries. Find favor-
ites and chat with pourers as the Queen of Hearts Combo 

Pleasanton and Tulancingo, Mexico. The exchange pro-
gram has been successfully operating for over 30 years. 
Students come back enriched by their experiences in many 
ways including improved ability to speak and understand 
Spanish, eyes opened to another culture in a safe and sup-
portive family environment and a growth in confidence 
and maturity.

Students may attend informational sessions on Febru-
ary 8th,  February 15th,  or Februatry 28th  from 7 to 8PM 
at the Chamber of Commerce, 777 Peters Avenue. Addi-
tional information is also available on the Pleasanton Uni-
fied School District Peach Jar website as well as: www.
ptsca.org or call Student Exchange  coordinator Debbie 
Glenn at 925-989-9875.

A moment at last year's festivities.

(continued on page 7)

Students at the Pyramid of the Sun.

Students Invited to Learn about Cultural Exchange  
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The Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School 
District (LVJUSD) invites 
parents and guardians to 
register students for the 
2018-19 school year at 
the annual Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) and 
Kindergarten Registration 
Fair. The fair takes place 
on Wednesday, February 
21 and Thursday, February 
22. Parents and guardians 
of new elementary students 
in grades 1 through 5 will 
also register their students 
at this fair.

Parents and guardians 
are highly encouraged to 
attend one of four infor-
mational meetings to learn 
about the registration 
process and what to bring to 
the fair. Each meeting takes 
place from 6:00 - 7:00 pm. 
in the Multipurpose Room 
of neighborhood schools on 
the following dates:

Monday, January 29, Joe 
Michell K-8, 1001 Elaine 
Ave

Tuesday, January 30, 
Croce Elementary, 5650 
Scenic Ave

Wednesday, February 7, 
Junction K-8, 298 Junction 
Ave

Towne Center Books will host author Benjamin Lud-
wig to celebrate his debut novel Ginny Moon. 

The Read It and Eat event will be held Feb. 1 with a 
social at 11:30 a.m. and program and lunch at noon. Cost 
is $25 for lunch and a book, $15 for lunch only.  Reserva-
tions are required; www.townecenterbooks.com

In this first novel, Ludwig focuses on Ginny, a teen-
age girl with autism in her fourth Forever Home. Despite 
understanding her birth mother’s addictions and struggles 
as a parent, Ginny remains determined to make her way 
home. She insists that she left something behind, under 
the bed, and will do anything to get it back, much to 
the concern of her new teachers, therapist, and Forever 
parents. This story follows Ginny as she steals, lies, and 
tries to get herself kidnapped, bringing the reader along 
an engaging tale that is part coming-of-age, part mystery, 
and all heart.

Benjamin Ludwig is a former English teacher and 
holds an MAT in English education as well as an MFA in 
creative writing. He was inspired to write Ginny Moon by 
his own experiences adopting a teenage girl with autism. 
He currently lives in New Hampshire with his family.

Towne Center Books is located at 555 Main Street in 
downtown Pleasanton. 

Sunset Community Church & First Presbyterian 
Church will serve as one of more than 450 churches 
around the world that will host Night to Shine, sponsored 
by the Tim Tebow Foundation, simultaneously on Friday, 
February 9, 2018. Night to Shine is an unforgettable prom 
night experience, centered on God’s love, for people with 
special needs, ages 14 and older. This worldwide move-
ment is already set to take place next year in all 50 states 
and 15 countries around the world…and the numbers 
continue to grow.

 Every guest of Night to Shine enters this complimen-
tary event on a red carpet complete with a warm welcome 
from a friendly crowd and paparazzi. Once inside, guests 
receive the royal treatment, including hair and makeup 
stations, shoe shining areas, limousine rides, corsages 
and boutonnieres, a catered dinner, karaoke, prom favors 
for each honored guest, a Respite Room for parents and 
caretakers, and, of course, a dance floor… all leading up 
to the moment when each guest is crowned king or queen 
of the prom.

Thursday, February 8, 
Jackson Avenue Elemen-
tary, 554 Jackson Ave

The Registration Fair 
will be held in the Cresta 
Blanca Room at the Robert 
Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Avenue 
on Wednesday, February 
21 from 2:00 - 6:00 pm and 
Thursday, February 22 from 
3:00 - 7:00 pm

Parents and guardians 
can choose to attend either 
date. All LVJUSD elemen-
tary and K-8 schools will 
be represented. Principals 
from each school site will 
be on hand to welcome 

parents/guardians, answer 
questions, and help with the 
registration process for Fall 
2018.

In addition to complet-
ing registration, families 
will have the opportunity to 
speak with LVJUSD nurses 
about immunizations, al-
lergies, and other health 
concerns. Campus Cater-
ing will share information 
about the school lunch 
program. Representatives of 
the Special Education De-
partment will be available 
to answer questions.

Families will also learn 
about additional resources 

available to them, including 
Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD) 
before and after-school day-
care programs, the Liver-
more Public Library, the 
Livermore Valley Perform-

ing Arts Center (LVPAC), 
and the Livermore Special 
Needs Parent Group.

More information can 

be found at www.liver-
moreschools.com/registra-
tioninfo, or contact Student 
Services at (925) 606-3206.

 “Night to Shine is an incredible night. Lights…mu-
sic…limos…dancing…and best of all, each honored guest 
being crowned a king or queen of the prom! I love what 
one pastor shared with me, ‘We love this event because 
it smells like Jesus,’” said Erik Dellenback, executive 
director of the Tim Tebow Foundation. “We continue to be 
amazed by how God has grown this event into a world-
wide movement, celebrating people with special needs. 
Though the statistics are incredible, this is not about the 
numbers. Above everything else, our goal is to share 
God’s love with people with special needs while giving 
Him all the glory.”

 As sponsor of Night to Shine, the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion will provide each host church with the official 2018 
Night to Shine Planning Manual, the official Night to 
Shine Prom Kit, complete with decorations and gifts for 
the guests, and personalized guidance and support from 
a Tim Tebow Foundation staff member. The foundation 
also has committed over $3.5 million in financial support 
to hundreds of churches needing assistance in hosting the 
event.

TK and Kindergarten Registration Fair Set in Livermore

TK students at Jackson Avenue   - LVJUSD Photo 

Heidi Robinson engaging with her students at Marylin Avenue - Livermore Granada Boosters 
Photo 

 Night to Shine Prom for People with Special Needs

Towne Center Hosts Author
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By Harry Stoll
The Heartbreak Grape is a 1994 book by Marq de 

Villiers, chronicling the struggles of vintner Josh Jen-
sen of Calera Wine Company in Hollister to harness 
cranky Pinot Noir; a wine subject to dry rot, phyl-
loxera, fungal infections, and whatever may be going 
around. “Pinot” is from the pine-cone shape of the 
grape clusters and Noir because that’s what it is, not 
Gris or Blanc. It grows best in cool weather areas.

The online newsletter PinotFile provides inter-
esting information (and bit of speculation) as to its 
origin. It reports a theory that Greeks and Romans 
took cuttings of Vitis vinifera that originated in 
Transcaucasia (modern Turkey, Iraq, and Iran), and 
transported the wild vines to France. I rather fancy 
this theme because there is excellent evidence that 
other varieties began in the Caucasus. But I doubt the 
Romans were involved, as Pope Urban V, who didn’t 
want to be Pope, refused to go to Rome because Italy 
has no wine as good as Pinot Noir.

Around the 1st Century B.C. (hey, how did the 
ancients know when Christ would be born?) the 
Romans established Pinot Noir vineyards in Gaul 
(later France). It was the wine of choice for sacra-
ments, and the masses enjoyed it figuring if it was 
good enough for the church, it was good enough 
for them. In the 3rd Century barbarians drove the 
Romans out of France and the vineyards lay idle. 
But the Cistercian monks took over and Pinot Noir 
thrived in Burgundy. It was quite possibly introduced 
to America Pierre Pellier in 1854. He became part 
of the Mirassou Winery in San Jose, the family of 
Steven Mirassou, owner of The Steven Kent Winery.

Much later in America, it got a big boost (not 
imagined) by the film Noir starring Thomas Hayden 
Church and Sandra Oh. Some Pinotistas were upset, 
saying, “We knew all along it was good.” So what? 
Phillip the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, decreed that 
Pinot Noir be planted instead of the “vile and “nox-
ious” Gamay. Another wine snob.

When growers and winemakers overcome the dif-
ficulties it presents, a prince of wines presents itself, 
rather in the manner of that sickly kid who missed 
many days in early school, is all of a sudden the best 
dancer at school and stars in three sports.

 Pinot Noir is standoffish and blending has been 
limited, but it is often successfully blended with 
Pinot Meunier or Chardonnay for Champagne. If 
there’s a heavenly light, it’s the garnet color of Pinot 

Wine Country

Pinot Noir
Difficult but noble

held up to sunlight streaming through a window.
Sometimes, oh, oh, trouble again; Pinot Noir can 

have an orange caste. Often this happens as it ages. El 
Sol owner/winemaker Hal Liske told me he wouldn’t 
be surprised if winemakers were adding a tad of Petite 
Sirah for more depth of color.

One of the aromas and flavors of Pinot Noir is 
what the French describe as “barnyard.” More deli-
cate American marketers term it “earthy.” I prefer the 
description, “Think of the aroma of wet grass that 
you forgot to rake and now it’s releasing this hearty 
aura.” I don’t remember where I read that, but it’s not 
mine. Wine Cellar says (and I agree) it is perfumed 
with scents of earth, spice, cherries, strawberries, 
herbs, and ripe raspberries. A complex, gentle, wine, 
Pinot Noir pairs well with Asian food, fish, fowl, 
veal, and pork. I would stay away from prime rib or 
gamy meats. Pinot Noir is acidic but with very gentle 
tannins. 

I found six wineries in the valley offering Pinot 
Noir and had the pleasure of enjoying four of them 
with a meal.

2015 Darcie Kent Pinot Noir Monterey Rava 
Blackjack Vineyard. ($35). Here are comments 
attributed to Ger Erickson, hiker and outdoor photog-
rapher (qualifying him as wine taster): Good balance 
of fruit and floral effects (cherry and rose). Evolves to 
tones of black raspberry plus a touch of clove in the 
finish. A storybook Pinot Noir medium-to-light body; 
moderate tannins; low acid. I enjoyed it with grilled 
coho salmon. 

2014 Crooked Vine Pinot Noir Livermore Valley 
($38) An approachable and delicious Pinot with aro-
mas of red cherry, strawberry jam, and milk choco-
late. Fruity on the palate with a sprinkling of baking 
spices—cinnamon and nutmeg. Finishes with a kick 
of cayenne pepper. I liked it with Gruyere.

2014 Concannon Pinot Noir Russian River ($38. 
Here we have a classic Pinot Noir with a rose petal 
aroma, and flavors of red cherry and strawberry com-
fit. Aged 17 months in American and French barrels. 
It was a pleasant change with haricot verts, salted and 
peppered. and tossed with herbed butter.

2015 Wente Nth Degree Pinot Noir Arroyo Seco 
($95). The dreamy dark color and a hint of earthiness 
introduce the mouth roll around to lush tannins and an 
alluring structure. Its robustness went perfectly with 
crab cakes.

plays hits from the Sixties and Seventies. Get a good look 
at the great silent auction items available.

Then, back by popular demand, the evening’s fare will 
feature authentic French crepes handmade by Livermore 
resident (and native Frenchman), Pierre L’Eplattenier. The 
savory discs will be served up with pub food and followed 
by dessert.

To work off all that delightful excess, take a spin 
around the dance floor to the lively tunes of the ever-pop-
ular Mellowtones Combo Jazz Band.

The Fifth Annual Beer Tasting and Sudsy Super will 
run 5:30 – 8:30 pm on Sunday, February 11 at Saint Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church, 678 Enos Way, Livermore. 
Advance tickets are just $35 per adult or $40 at the door 
and include beer tasting, dinner and dessert. For the under 
21 crowd, tickets are only $15 and include dinner, non-al-
coholic beverage and dessert. Proceeds benefit a multitude 
of programs operated by St. Bart’s. Email beertasting@
comcast.net for tickets and information.

SUDSY
(continued from page 5)

For the savory crêpes, Pierre L’Eplattenier usually 
makes a combination of buckwheat and regular flour. the 
dessert crêpes are usually just the traditional all white 
flour. This is a family custom that they had growing up 
where on Sunday nights they would have a crêpe dinner 
to get their courage up and their morale up for the coming 
week. It was a custom we happily adopted as a family.



Youth Event: “The Outside Arts” 
Young@Art session: February 8, 
4:30-5:45 pm. $15 for residents, 
$18 for non-residents. Students 
tour and discuss the exhibit, then 
head outside to create an art piece 
“en plein air.” Register at Pleasan-
tonfun.com, select “School Age,” 
and “The Arts,” then “Young@
Art.” Class code is 4931. Painting 
Demo: Granite Group co-founders 
Paul Kratter and Bill Cone present 
a dual painting demo, plus guided 
walk-through of the exhibition. Sat-
urday, January 20, from 11:00 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m. Regular gallery hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington Gallery 
at the Firehouse Arts Center in 
Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad Avenue. 
Donations always appreciated. 

MEETINGS/CLASSES
LAA/PAL meeting, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m. 

at the Bothwell Arts Center, 8th 
and H Streets, Livermore. Guest 
will be Elisa Kleven, children's book 
author and illustrator. No admission 
charge; visitors welcome.

Matting and Framing Workshop, 
one-day workshop  geared to works 
on paper.  Learn various matting 
and framing alternatives with a 
focus on cutting single and double 
beveled-edge window mats. Bring 
an artwork and a frame. Equipment 
and materials will be provided. 
There will be a $10 materials fee. 
Additional details will be provided 
to registered students. Class is 
limited to 12. The class will be 
held Saturday February 10, 2018, 
10am-4pm. For more informa-
tion and registration go to: http://
laspositas.augusoft.net/index.cfm 
and search for class AL270 or call 
925-424-1467. 
Livermore Art Association Gal-
lery   coffee & cookies served on 
Saturday, Feb. 10 from 11:30 to 4 
pm while browsing the  Valentine's 
Day boutique at the Carnegie Bldg,  
2155 3rd St., Livermore.  The Gal-
lery is featuring unique Valentine's 
gifts for your special someone.  
Open Wednesdays through Satur-
days join us 11:30 to 4, Sundays 
10 to 2:30 during the Farmer's 
Market.  The Gallery hosts  
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at six busi-
nesses in the Pleasanton - Dublin 
Area. Viewing locations are: Bank 
of America at 337 Main Street, 
Pleasanton; Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce at 777 Peters Street, 
Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Edward 
Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham at 
(510) 877-8154.

Special Winter Painting Exhibit 
- Jade Fon Plein Air Group at 
Firehouse Arts Center Harrington 
Gallery public exhibition spaces 
in Pleasanton. Installation is on 
display January 11 through Febru-
ary 17. Students and devotees of 
respected national and Bay Area 
watercolor artist and teacher Jade 
Fon. The Artists: Pam Della, Becky 
Davies, Jeanne Kapp, Geri Keary, 
Loreta Landucci, Catherine Mc-
Cargar, Nancy Partovi, Dori Sassin, 
Charlotte Severin, Larry Wilson. 
For more info: 925-931-4849, or 
jfinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov. 
Regular gallery hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Donations always 
appreciated. 

Granite Group: Plein Air Paint-
ings of the High Sierras. January 
12 – February 17, 2018. Firehouse 
Arts Center Harrington Gallery. 26 
artists from across California and 
beyond, who come together once 
a year to trek the High Sierras and 
paint onsite. Works will include 
smaller pieces completed entirely 
while trekking, and larger formats 
inspired on the adventures but 
completed in studio. Notable art-
ists: Paul Kratter, Bill Cone, Terry 
Miura, Kevin Courter, Kim Lordier, 
Suzie Baker, Lori Putnam, Michele 
Usibelli, Greg LaRock, Jim Wodark. 

local artisans who make and sell 
Jewelry, Quilling, Felting, Ceramics, 
Paintings, Pottery, Glass, Textiles, 
Photography, Novelties, Note Cards 
and much much more. 

Call to Artists: Celebrate Women! 
All submissions must have one 
woman/many women as subject. 
Image may be any size. Fees: Two 
Categories, artist self-selects: 
Emerging Artists, $5 for first sub-
mission, $2 for an additional one. 
Established Artists, $20 for up to 
two submissions. Digital Submis-
sions due February 13, 2018. Email 
to: celebratewomen18@gmail.
com. Show will take place at the 
Livermore Library. People who feel 
they are not 'real' photographers 
are very much encouraged to sub-
mit their framed photo of a woman 
(great-grandma, perhaps) that 
they would like to honor by having 
it hung in the show. As long as I 
am informed, these type of framed 
photos will not be judged; but, will 
be hung to give the subject honor. 
Curated by Barbara Reynolds. 
Sponsored by: Elizabeth and John 
Nguyen, D.D.S., Livermore and Sue 
Evans Photography

Art Classes always on-going at the 
Bothwell Arts Center. Acrylics, oils, 
watercolor, drawing, colored pencil, 
mixed media classes for adults and 
multiple children's classes always 
available. Register at. bothwell.
lvpac.org 

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Artists bring their own materials 
and easels. Open to all artists. 
Professional artist models (nude). 
No instructor. Students under 18 
need written parental permission 
to attend. Cost $20 per session. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore. Coffee, tea and refresh-
ments are available. Call or e-mail 
Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture 
and ceramics. For further informa-
tion, contact Thomasin Dewhurst at 
(925) 216-7231 or thomasin_d@
hotmail.com or visit http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 

instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst. 
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Home school classes, Special 
classes during school breaks 
offered. (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour pri-
vate classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
last Saturday from 12 noon-1 p.m. 
at Galina’s Music Studio located at 
1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $10 
fee to cover meeting costs.

WINE & SPIRITS
Wood Family Vineyards, Fiesta 

Fridays - Tasting room open from 
noon to 7 pm with live music from 
4 - 7 pm. Wine flights will be avail-
able as well as wine by the glass 
or by the bottle.  1/26/18 - Chaz & 
Ed. 2407 Research Dr., Livermore. 
woodfamilyvineyards.com

Fenestra Winery 26th Annual Soup 
and Wine Event on January 27 & 
28, 2018. Participating inthe tasting 
and competition for best soup are: 
The Ale House, Cravings, Backyard 
Bayou, Garre Cafe, Nonnis, Rock 
House, and Dirty’s Wild West BBQ.     
The cost is $20.00 per person; 
$10.00 for wine club members. 
Soup and Wine will take place 
from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday, January 27 
& 27 at Fenestra Winery located 
at 83 Vallecitos Road, Livermore. 
Information:  (925)447-5246 or at 
www.fenestrawinery.com.  

Charles R Vineyards' 10th Annual 
Cabstravaganza, Saturday, Janu-
ary 27, 2018, 11:30am - 4:30pm 
Experience the aging process and 
how Cabernet Sauvignon develops 
from barrel to bottle to cellar-aged. 
Start with a 2015 barrel tasting and 
compare the aromas and flavors 
with the 2013. The 2010 from our 
cellar will be opened (while sup-
plies last). Cheese and chocolate 
paired with Cabernet. Free to Club 
Members and 3 guests. Meet wine-
grower, Julio Covarrubias, from 2 
to 4pm. All of the Cabernet's being 
tasted were grown by Covarrubias 

who just completed his 44th vin-
tage at Wente Vineyards as Senior 
Vineyard Manager. 8195 Crane 
Ridge Road, Livermore. 925-454-
3040 www.charlesrvineyards.com

Cedar Mountain Winery events: Port 
Seminar and tasting, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Feb. 10. Earl Ault, will guide par-
ticipants through the history of Port 
and how it is made. Taste a variety 
of award-winning Cedar Mountain 
Winery Ports alongside other Cali-
fornia and Portuguese Ports. Light 
appetizers will be served. Tickets 
are $40 p/person. Contact the Tast-
ing Room for tickets. (925) 373-
6636. Non-refundable advance 
paid reservations required. Port 
and CHocolate, noon to 4 p.m Feb. 
16, 17, 18. $20 non-refundable 
towards wine purchases. Sip and 
Paint with Pinot's Pallette, Feb. 23, 
10843 Reuss Rd., Livermore. Wine 
tasting 6 to 7; sip and paint 7 to 9. 
All guests must register to attend. 
www.pinotspalette.com/livermore. 
$49 Per Person.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Retzlaff Estate Winery, Live Music 

every Sunday. 12:00 - 4:30. 1356 
S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. http://
retzlaffvineyards.com 

Nor Cal Open Jam Nights, Thursday 
and Sunday nights, 9 p.m. to 2 p.m. 
All equipment supplies, full PA with 
4 vocal mics, 4 piece drum set w/
double kick, guitar and bass amp. 
Any style music. Bands welcome. 
Age 21 +. Place Live Music Club, 
2562 Old First St., Livermore. 

Blacksmith Square, music every 
Saturday 3 to 6 p.m. in the court-
yard, 21 South Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock 
Restaurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd Tuesday each 
month from 7:30-9:30--Dance 
floor, full bar, small cover.  

Singer/songwriter Five For Fight-
ing, backed by a string quartet. 
January 25, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

Unique Piano-Guitar Concert with 
Tamriko Siprashvili (piano) and Ian 
Rowe (guitar), Sat., Jan. 27, 2018 

Role Players Ensemble (RPE) will perform Animal Farm 
by George Orwell Feb. 2-18 at the Village Theater in 
Danville. The book was adapted by Nelson Bond. The 
animals have taken over the farm! Can they govern it 
better than the cruel humans did? Their primary law is 
“All Animals Are Equal.” Is that for real, or just fake news?  
See at how relevant this 1940’s story is to our modern 
world, brought to entertaining life by RPE. Directed 
by Eric Fraisher Hayes, produced by Sharon Ritchey. 
Performances are Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Feb. 2-18 at the Village Theater, 233 
Front Street, Danville. Tickets are $20-30; online at www.
RolePlayersEnsemble.com; also at Danville Community 
Center, 420 Front St., Danville; or call (925) 314-3400.

Artwork by John Osgood

Felting
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at Amador Theater in Pleasanton. 
Tickets $20-35. Call (925) 931-
4848 for reserved seats.

Taraf de Akacfa Hungarian Folk 
Band Concert, Tues, Jan. 30, 2018, 
6:30 pm Granada High School Little 
Theater, 400 Wall St., Livermore. 
Free admission.  All ages welcome.   
Donations will be accepted to 
defray the band's travel expenses.  
Sponsored by the Livermore Cul-
tural Arts Council and Joe Michell 
K-8 International Baccalaureate 
School.  

Vineyard View House Concerts 
presents Hoot 'N' Holler. Thursday, 
February 1, 2018, 6:00 Potluck 
Social, 7:30 Music Concert. Guitar-
ist Mark Kilianski and fiddler Amy 
Alvey (aka Hoot and Holler) share 
their love of American Folk music 
and Appalachian fiddle tunes.  
Hailing from the East Coast (now 
residing in Asheville, NC), each are 
songwriters dedicated to honing 
their craft.  Instrument swapping 
is common during a performance. 
Sometimes they don two guitars, 
other times switching to fiddle and 
banjo, all the while seamlessly 
blending their vocals as they sing 
songs infused with the vitality of 
the landscapes which they have 
traveled. House limit: 40 music lov-
ers. RSVP at: http://vineyardview.
pingg.com/HootandHoller - hosted 
by Ann Brown & Steve Ketzler 

Classic Albums Live: Led Zeppelin 
II, Feb. 2, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore, www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

Tri-Valley Jazz Trio with guest 
Andrew Speight, world class jazz 
alto-saxophonist. Inklings Coffee 
Event Room, 530 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. Friday, February 9, 
7PM – 9PM. Admission free thanks 
to sponsorship. www.trivalleyjazz.
org

Calidore Quartet, strings, Del Valle 
Fine Arts, Feb. 10. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First Street, Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

California Feetwarmers, “Enough 
Spark to Raise the Dead!” 8 p.m. 
Feb. 16, Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org or 931-
4848. 

We Banjo 3, Flamboyant Mix of 
Irish, Bluegrass, and Old-Time 
Music, Feb. 17 and 18, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org 
or 931-4848. 

Pacific Chamber Orchestra, Golden 
Strings, 2 p.m. Feb. 18. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First Street, Liver-
more. www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800.

Lee Ann Womack, All the Trouble 
Tour, Feb. 19, 2018 at 7:30 pm. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

Beatles vs Stones, 8 p.m. Feb. 
21. The Fab Four, represented 
by tribute band Abbey Road will 
engage in a barrage of hits against 
premier Rolling Stones tribute band 
Satisfaction. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore, www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

International Guitar Night, Feb. 23, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore, www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

Livermore-Amador Symphony, Wild 
Water and Wonder, solos by the 
winners of the 2017-18 Competi-
tion for Young Musicians. Feb. 24, 8 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org, 373-6800. 

This One’s For You: The Songs 
of Barry Manilow - A Cabaret 
Tribute to a Pop Legend, 2 p.m. Feb. 
25, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

Jake Shimabukuro, ukulele master, 
Feb. 25, noon, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

US Navy Sea Chanters Concert, 
Tues., February 27, 7:30 pm. 
Bankhead Theater, , 2400 First St., 
Livermore, www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

ON THE STAGE
1776, Jan. 13-28, 8 p.m. Saturday, 

2 p.m. Sunday. Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org, 373-6800. 

Noises Off: Pacific Coast Repertory 
Theatre kicks off 2018 at the Fire-
house Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Starring Broadway headliner David 
Bryant (“Marius” in Broadway’s 
Les Miserables) in the hilarious 
Tony award winning play that fondly 
pokes fun at everything that can 
possibly go wrong for a delight-
fully dysfunctional touring theater 
troupe. Flubbed lines, missed cues, 
cast frictions, slamming doors, 
flying sardines. Opening Night:  
Saturday, January 27.  Shows run 
through Sunday, February 11: 

Fridays at 8:00 p.m., Saturdays at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sundays 
matinees at 2 p.m. Check website 
or box office to confirm availability. 
Reserved seat tickets are $19-$41.  
Purchase online at www.firehouse-
arts.org, 925-931-4848, or at the 
center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Reduced Shakespeare: “William 
Shakespeare’s Long Lost First 
Play,” Feb. 9, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore, www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

DLux Puppets: “Alice in Wonderland,” 
Feb. 11, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore, www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

SF Shakespeare Festival: Romeo 
and Juliet, Sunday, February 11, 
2018, 2 to 3 p.m. Pleasanton 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave., 
Pleasanton. 

All Hands on Deck - Show brings you 
an authentic American roadshow 
and radio broadcast re-creation 
circa 1942. 8 p.m. Feb. 17. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore, www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

COMEDY
Free Comedy Show every Thursday 

at Sanctuary from 7:30-9 pm in the 
Skylight Room at Sanctuary, 2369 
First St. in Livermore.

Vicki Lawrence and Mama, Jan. 26, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore, www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

Second City: “Look Both Ways Be-
fore Talking,” Feb. 16, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore, 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, Pleasanton 

Public Library, 6 p.m. first Thursday 
of the month. The films are free 
and are screened in the Pleasan-
ton Library large meeting room. 
Theme this year is "Turning the 
Wheels." Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Some films are mature in 
content and may not be suitable for 
children. For more information or 
assistance, contact the Pleasanton 
Public Library at (925) 931-3400, 
extension 4. 400 Old Bernal 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

Bankhead Film Series: “An American 
in Paris," Jan. 31 at 7 p.m. March 
14, "Easter Parade," May 2, "Singin' 
in the Rain," June 6, "Shall We 
Dance." Bankhead Theater, 2400 

First Street, Livermore. Tickets $5 
each. 

DANCE
Moscow Festival Ballet, “Cinder-

ella,” Feb. 6, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore, www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Auditions: Disney's The Little Mer-

maid, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre. 

Produced by Special Arrangement 
with Music Theatre International. 
Producer: Kathleen Breedveld; 
Director: Brian Olkowski; Musical 
Director: Sierra Dee; Choreog-
rapher: Catherine Delos Santo. 
February 10th at 11:00am and 
February 11th at 6:00p; Callbacks 
(by invitation only) February 17th 
at Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
Rehearsal Space, 1020 Serpen-
tine Lane Suite 101, Pleasanton. 

Prepare 16-32 bars and bring 
sheet music in the proper key. No 
a cappella auditions, and do not 
sing selections from the production. 
Bring comfortable clothes and 
shoes that you can dance in. No 
appointment necessary.  Additional 
information, contact the Producer, 
Kathleen Breedveld at 925-899-
3451. www.trivalleyrep.org

MISCELLANEOUS
Hagemann Ranch Open House. 

Tours of the 140+ year old ranch 
and free, family friendly sea-
sonal activities. The last Sunday 
of each month, 1-4 PM. Go to 
www.livermorehistory.com for the 
monthly program. 455 Olivina Ave., 
Livermore.

Political Issues Book Club meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current 
affairs in both the national and 
international arenas.  Topics that 
have been covered include politics, 
governance, economics, military af-
fairs, history, sociology, science, the 
climate, and religion. Contact Rich 
at 872-7923, for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led 
by a small group of book club veter-
ans, with reading selections based 
on member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Nancy Tingstrom Turner at 
ntingstr@yahoo.com. 

Storied Nights: An Evening of 
Spoken Word. 2nd Thursday of 
each month. Features local authors 
reading their work 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
at Peet's Coffee and Tea, 152 
So. Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Sponsored by LVPAC and Peet's. 
Information go to http://facebook.
com/StoriedNights 

Music Industry Roundtable, Jan. 
26, 12:30 p.m. Barbara Mertes 
Performing Arts Center, Las Positas 
College, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. www.laspositascollege.
edu/performing arts

Gatsby Jazz Age Party, 7 p.m. Feb. 
3, Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
Street, Livermore. Tickets at www.
bankheadtheater.org, 373-6800. 

Roger Bales: Avoiding California’s 
Next Water Crisis, Thursday, 
February 15, 2018, Rae Dorough 
Speaker Series. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 373-
6800 or www.bankheadtheater.org. 

Shadow Puppet will host the 2nd annual First Responders 
and Military Appreciation Day on Sat., Feb. 3. Activities 
planned from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. will include a BBQ, two 
live bands, historical and new police car displays, K-9 
units along with a fund-raiser for the Livermore K-9 
Foundation. The salute and thank you to local police, 
fire, EMS and military members and their families 
is open to the public. Dublin Mayor David Haubert  
(pictured)and Livermore Mayor John Marchand helped 
brew two special honorary beers for the event.  Shadow 
Puppet Brewing Company is located at 4771 Arroyo 
Vista, Ste. B, Livermore. For information, go to www.
shadowpuppetbrewing.com.
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 

in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information 
to editmail@compuserve.com. Include 
name of organization, meeting date, 
time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society meeting 7:30 p.m. on Mon., Feb. 
13 at Congregatino Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Ct., Pleasanton. Speaker will be 
Karen LaDuca,  Livermore FHC Docent, 
who will speak about searching Italian 
Civil Records No charge. Visitors wel-
come. For additional information contact: 
Kay Speaks, L-AGS Program Chair, email: 
program@L-AGS.org. Refreshments 
following the program. 

Paws In Need Valentine Crab Feed 
fundraiser on Saturday, February 3rd, 
2018. Includes dinner, games, raffle 
baskets and auction items from 6-10 pm 
at the Shrine Event Center, 170 Lindbergh 
Ave., Livermore. All proceeds will benefit 
local animals.  Dinner tickets  $75. Tick-
ets are available online at www.Paws-In-
Need.org, or by mailing checks to Paws 
In Need, P.O. Box 3436, San Ramon, CA 
94583. Contact event coordinator Cindy 
Ferrin at  cferrin@pacbell.net or 925-
323-8517 for more information.

6th Annual Crab Feed by Livermore 
High School Alumni Assoc. Saturday 
March 3, 2018.  Plenty of crab, pasta, 
salad, bread & dessert.   Live and silent 
auctions,  raffles and games. Change 
of location to "Shriners Center".  
Reservations are $55/person and may 
be purchased along with drink tickets by 
going to: http.//mkt.com/lhsaa.  Order  
reservations for   table of eight in order 
to reserve a special spot.  For additional 
information go to www.livermorehigha-
lumni.com or emailing us at lhsalumnias-
soc@gmail.com.  Questions may also be 
directed to Ray: 925-606-5518"

Livermore Elks Crab Feed, 
Saturday, Jan. 27, Crabs are fresh 
and plentiful cracked and cleaned, our 
Famous Clam Chowder, Pasta with 
Nana’s Meaty Tomato Sauce, Salad, 
French Bread and Dessert. Cocktails at 
6pm, Dinner 7:00PM, dancing - Richard 
Dorffi Trio. Tickets $45 adults, buy a table 
of 12 Adults & get one FREE. Elks, 940 
Larkspur Drive, Livermore, 94551. Easy 
reservations, call 925-455-8829 leave 
a message with name, phone & number 
of tickets, then drop a check in the mail 
or come by the office 9am-3pm M-F. 
email Secretary2117@comcast.net with 
questions. 

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA., .   Lunch at Heritage 
Estates, Livermore, Jan. 28, noon, RSVP 
by Jan. 25 to Marilyn, 583-5829. 

Sing for fun, Music Sing-a-Long, 
sing familiar tunes with other folks along 
with piano accompaniment. The words 
of the songs will be provided. No musical 
experience needed. Most Mondays, from 
11:00-12:00 at the Robert Livermore 

Community Center. Small fee. 
Dress a Girl Around the World, an 

invitation to make simple dresses for 
girls in third world countries. Meetings 
are once a month. The next meeting is 
January 27, from 9 am to 3 p.m. at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore Bring sewing machine or 
serger, iron, ironing board, scissors, along 
with helping hands. (Those planning to 
stay all day should bring a bag lunch.) 
Always accepting cheerful cotton fabric 
donations. Those who can’t make the 
Sew-Fest but would like to sew, arrange 
for kits that can be sews at home. Ques-
tions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 or 
suzbeck@yahoo.com 

Counter Point (Addiction Family 
Support Group), Counter Point is a free 
faith based, Christ centered (Al Anon 
based) program designed to help indi-
viduals with family members who suffer 
from alcoholism and drug addiction. 
We meet Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 
at Cornerstone Fellowship (348 North 
Canyons Parkway, Livermore across from 
Costco) and Tuesday evenings at 7:00 
p.m. at St. Michael Elementary School 
(345 Church Street, Livermore). For 
further information contact Kent (925-
243-0211) or Rachel (510-501-1411).

Tri-Valley Geeks, group of adults 
who get together for events like board 
games, movies and fan conventions. 
Meetings every Tuesday at 5:30 for din-
ner and board games A schedule of up-
coming events can be found on Facebook 
at: Facebook.com/groups/TriValleyGeeks. 
Text Melody Evenson at 925-209-1214 
for more information.

Golden Circle Seniors, meetings 
Mondays at 1:30 p.m. at the Senior Cen-
ter in the Robert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Ave. Sewing, knitting 
and crocheting all year, saving items for 
the annual bazaar in November. Ninety-
five present of the proceeds are donated 
to local charities.

Pleasanton Lions Club, dinner 
meetings every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 
6:30 p.m. 530 Inklings Coffee Shop in 
the Wardrobe Room, Pleasanton. Check 
website for meeting updates pleasan-
tonlionsclub.org. Pleasanton Lions Club 
is a non-profit organization that seeks to 
identify needs within the community and 
work together to fulfill those needs. For 
more information or to get involved visit 
pleasantonlionsclub.org. All are welcome.

Have you been affected by some-
one's drinking? Al-Anon and Alateen 
offer hope and strength for families and 
friends of problem drinkers. www.Ala-
nonTriValley.org, 925-277-7661, help@
AlanonTriValley.org. 

Learn Scottish country dancing 
in Livermore. Enjoy the lively reels and 
jigs and graceful strathspeys that are 
the traditional social dance of Scotland. 
Make new friends and have fun while you 
exercise! We welcome you to our class, 
Mondays 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. at the Liver-
more Veteran’s Hall, 522 South L Street, 
Livermore. Or: Fridays 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

at Vineyard Ballet Academy, 39 California 
Avenue, Ste. 110, Pleasanton. No prior 
dance experience or partner required. 
A youth class (ages 8 thru high school) 
Mondays 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in Pleasanton 
is also available. Call Margaret Ward at 
(925) 449-5932 or Sheena MacQueen at 
(925) 784-3662 for more information. 

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley 
invites interested individuals to attend its 
morning meeting. Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 7 am in Beeb’s Sports Bar & 
Grill at the Las Positas Golf Course, 915 
Club House Drive, Livermore. For more 
information, go to www.livermoreval-
leyrotary.org/ or contact Frank Vallejo, 
President of Rotary Club of Livermore 
Valley, at 925-595-2004 or FVallejo@
CalWater.com

Del Valle Folk Dancers: beginning 
and experienced dancers are welcome. 
Balkan, Israeli and other world dances, 
easy line and circle dances, no partners 
required, casual dress. $3 per session 
(first time free). Tuesdays 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center (West end), 
2466 8th Street, Livermore. Information: 
George Pavel (925) 447-8020 or george.
pavel@gmail.com

Italian Catholic Federation, meets 
3rd Friday of the month, 6 p.m. St. 
Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Anyone who 
loves all things Italian is invited to meet 
to celebrate the Italian heritage with 
monthly dinner meetings and holding 
charitable events. The group supports 
Children's Hospital research, college 
scholarships and other charities. For 
information, contact Judy Wellbeloved, 
president, 462-2487. 

ClutterLess Self Help Support 
Group, nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, 
support group for people with difficulty 
discarding unwanted possessions. Clut-
tering is a psychological issue, not an 
organizing issue. New meeting location: 
Parkview,100 Valley Avenue (main 
entrance), 2nd Floor Activity Room, 
Pleasanton. Mondays except some 
holidays 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Come or call 
a volunteer at 925)289-5356 or 925-
922-1467. More information at: www.
clutterlesseastbay.org

Questers is an international organi-
zation of lovers of antiques, collectibles, 
and history who encourage preservation 
and restoration of historical land-
marks. At chapter meetings, members 
learn about antiques, share and view 
members' collections, visit historic sites, 
museums and antiques shops and help 
non-profit organizations with restoration 
and preservation work. Chapter meets 
the 4th Tuesday monthly from September 
to May. New members are invited to join 
the local Amador Chapter. If interested 
call President Rickie at 925-292-8123 or 
e-mail rjfgiono@comcast.net. 

Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy 
Club. Feed your wonder about the Night 
Sky and the Cosmos by joining us on 
the 3rd Friday of the Month for our club 
meeting. Unitarian Universalist Church, 

1893 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. talk starts at 7:30 
p.m.. For more info visit us @ http://
www.trivalleystargazers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 
2647 Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents 
in 1890s costumes give free guided 
tours beginning at noon, on the second 
and fourth Sundays of the month. Each 
tour includes the 1885 Cottage and the 
1891 Main House, and the beautifully 
landscaped grounds. For information on 
the Ravenswood Progress League (RPL) 
or the volunteer Docent Program, please 
call the Docent Coordinator at (925) 
443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a social 
group of retired men who join together 
to better enjoy their leisure time. Activi-
ties include golf, bridge, photography, 
travel, fishing, biking, wine tasting, 
and technology. The Tri-Valley Branch 
serves men living in Pleasanton, Dublin, 
Livermore, and San Ramon. The group 
meets for lunch on the first Thursday of 
each month at the San Ramon Golf Club, 
9430 Fircrest Lane, San Ramon. Please 
read more about the Tri-Valley SIR at 
www.trivalleysir.org and the Statewide 
SIR at www.sirinc.org/. For information 
or to attend a meeting, call Carl Churilo, 
925-967-8177.

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers, reaching 
out to those in need in the Tri-Valley and 
having fun doing it. Regular meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 Valley 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, 
see our website, www.amadorvalley.
assistanceleague.org, e-mail assistance-
leagueamadorvalley@yahoo.com, or call 
(925) 461-6401.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since Janu-
ary 2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. 
Clare's Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard 
Rd., Pleasanton (not affiliated with the 
church. Information at www.dbsalliance.
org/pleasanton or contact chapter leader, 
Al Pereira, 462-6415.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 
or visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for 
Independent Living (CRIL) offers 
services to help people with disabilities 
and supports them to live independently 

Several local real estate 
professionals have been se-
lected to receive the Bay East 
Association of Realtors®’ 
(Bay East) highest honors 
for their achievements during 
2017. This year’s recipients 
were recognized at the 2018 
Bay East Inaugural Gala 
at Casa Real in Pleasanton 
on Saturday, Jan 13. The 
winners demonstrated high 
ethical standards and profes-
sionalism, active community 
involvement and a high level 
of service to the real estate 
profession.

Anne McKereghan re-
ceived the Realtor® of the 
Year award for demonstrat-
ing the highest level of in-
tegrity and commitment to 
Bay East and the real estate 
profession. McKereghan 
became a Realtor® in 2003, 
and immediately started her 
professional and community 
involvement.  She served on 
the Alameda Association of 
Realtors® Board of Direc-
tors and as President of the 
Board in 2014.  She received 
the Alameda Association of 
Realtors Realtor®  of the 
Year in 2015.  Following 
the merger with Bay East, 
she was elected to serve 
on the Bay East Board of 
Directors. McKereghan is 
actively involved in advo-
cating for home ownership 
and private property rights.  
As a community leader, she 
served on the Alameda Edu-
cation Foundation and was 
appointed as a Trustee for 
the Alameda Unified School 
Board in 2017.  She is also 
involved with the Boys and 
Girls Club.

Sofyan Karim with Re-
Max Active Realty in Fre-
mont received the Rookie of 
the Year Award.  Karim at-
tending Bay East events and 
committee meetings soon 
after entering the profes-
sion. He joined the Bay East 
Young Professional Network 
and Local Government Rela-
tions committees and partici-

pated Kids Against Hunger 
“pack outs” at their location 
in Pleasanton and at the Al-
ameda County Food Bank.

Jennifer Bourque with 
Guild Mortgage received 
the Bay East 2017 Affiliate 
of the Year Award.  Bay East 
Affiliate members contribute 
time, money and resources to 
support the real estate profes-
sion. Bourque was involved 
in several fund-raising with 
the Real Estate Alliance 
of Livermore.  As chair of 
the Bay East Foundation 
Fundraising Committee, she 
organized the Cheers to The 
Future event which raised 
more than $19,000 for the 
Bay East Foundation schol-
arship fund.

Jennifer Branchini 
received the Outstanding 
Leader Award. The award 
is given to a past president 
of the association who con-
tinues to pursue the vision 
of excellence in the name 
of Bay East.  During a 20-
year career as a Realtor®, 
Branchini has served Bay 
East members by creating 
an optimal experience. Her 
leadership experience be-
gan as a volunteer on the 
Bay East Member Benefits 
Committee.  She was instru-
mental in starting the Bay 
East Young Professional 
Network (YPN) and con-
tinued that innovation at the 
state level, serving as chair 
of the California Associa-
tion of Realtors®  (C.A.R.) 
YPN forum.  She served on 
the Board of Directors and 
as the Bay East President in 
2014.  She received the Bay 
East Realtor®  of the Year 
award in 2010.  Branchini 
has stayed involved by serv-
ing on the Bay East Leader-
ship Evaluation and Invest-
ment Advisory Committees, 
and chaired the Leadership 
Development committee in 
2016 and 2017.  She is the 
vice-chair of the C.A.R. 
Legislative committee and 
serves on several other com-

Realtors® Recognized 
for 2017 Achievements
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and participate in their community for 
as long as they are willing and able to do 
so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide 
information and referrals and provide 
community education at senior centers 
and affordable housing complexes to 
residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail 
at abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All 
services are free.

DBE Daughters of the British 
Empire, John McLaren’s Roses of 
Britain Chapter in the Tri-Valley meets 
at 11:00 a.m. on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month at Castlewood Country 
Club. DBE was founded in 1909 and 
is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of women of British or British 
Commonwealth heritage and ancestry 
with a focus on charity and fellowship. 
Those interested in helping with “the 
cause," enjoying social activities, and 
forming long-lasting friendships, contact 
Edith Caponigro at 925-998-3500 or 
Jenny Whitehouse at 925-621-8946 for 
additional information.

Pleasanton Military Families is a 
Pleasanton based support group for those 
who have a loved one serving in the Mili-
tary. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collects 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com 
for the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place for 
family members to come and share their 
experiences and concerns with others 
who understand what they are going 
through. All family members are welcome 
to attend meetings. Meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month at the Livermore 
Veterans Memorial Building, 522 South 
L Street from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
For more information, call Tami Jenkins, 
925-784-5014 or email livermoremili-
taryfamilies@yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel 
and 10:00 a.m. Traditional Service in 
the Sanctuary and children’s program 
For more information www.fpcl.us or 
925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 
Walnut St., Livermore, holds Sunday 
worship at 10 a.m. with Sunday school 
for all ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes 
during adult worship service. AWANA 
children's program Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
449-4403 or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.

com. 
Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 

Vasco Rd., Livermore. Sunday service 
10:30 a.m.  Information 447-8747 or 
www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Jewish Learning, Prayer and Commu-
nity in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. Rabbi 
Dr. Laurence Milder, www.bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish Or-
ganizations (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi 
Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-
1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sun-
day. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
The church and reading room are located 
at Third and N Streets. The Reading 
Room, which is open to the public, fea-
tures books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 
7 p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sun-
day Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Calvary Tri-Valley, Sunday Services 
at 243 Scott Street, Livermore, 10:00am. 
www.calvarylivermore.org or 925-447-
4357.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
447-3428.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
243 Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-
5462, services on Saturday: Sabbath 
school 9:30 a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.
livermoresda.org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Adult Sunday 
school 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children's Church (Pre-K-5th grade) 
11:15 a.m., Nursery to age 3, Women's 
Bible study Wednesdays at 10 a.m., 
Senior Adult Ministries meet every other 
month. For ministry information call 
(925) 846-8650

Trinity Church,557 Olivina Ave., 
Livermore. New Sunday Worship Services 
& Children’s Ministry times now at 9AM 
& 10:30AM. Small Groups also meet on 
Sundays, and during the week at various 
times/locations. Trinity Student Ministries 
(7-12th Grade) meet on Sundays at 9AM 
and on Weds. eve. from 7-9PM. Awana 
meets Sundays from 3:30-5:30PM 
trinitylivermore.org or 925-447-1848.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomi-

tas Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups 
following the John Main tradition, every 
Monday 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, 
contact Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
1047 Serpentine Lane #300, Pleas-
anton. Sunday Liturgy at 10 a.m. For 
details, go to www.stinnocent.net or call 
Fr. John Karcher at (831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information call the 
church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. www.saintbartslivermore.
com. Sunday service with Rev. Andrew 
Lobban, Priest-in-Charge, 10:00 am 
Eucharist with music, childcare and 
Godly Play children education.

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. 
www.littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-
862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 1055 
Serpentine Lane, Pleasanton. Contem-
porary Worship Service, Sunday, 10:30 
am. Children, youth, adult programs. 
Biblically based practical messages, 
nondenominational. All are welcome. 
www.pathwaycommunitychurch.org 
(925) 322-1222.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. Sunday wor-
ship at 9:00 am, followed by Bible Study/
Sunday School at 10:20 am. For more 
information, visit www.goodshepherd-
livermore.org or call (950) 371-6200.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 
501 North P Street, Livermore, Pas-
tors are Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly 
ministries: Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching 
Sessions; Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy 
Grounds Fellowship; Sunday Worship 
Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary aged 
children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; 
in the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
meets at 10:00 am Sunday at 6751 
Southfront Road, Suite 6749, Livermore. 
Phone 925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.
org.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. A Recon-
ciling Church, where all are welcomed. 
Sunday Worship time is at 10:00 a.m. 
Join us for new children and youth group 
programs.   www.asburylive.org or call 

925-447-1950. Asbury UMC can also be 
found on Facebook at Asbury UMC Liver-
more, where you find our most updated 
information and worship sermons.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and 
dry goods, toiletries, and school supplies 
(only available prior to the start of the 
school year). Those with an immedi-
ate need or who would like to donate 
nonperishable food items, call the office 
at (925) 479-1414 to begin the process. 
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
and Thursday 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick 
up by appointment only. The Outreach 
Center will be open every 4th Saturday 
to distribute bags from Fresh and Easy 
Market and Sprouts. This will be on a 
first come first serve basis between 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nissen Drive, 
Livermore. 

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton 
offers a friendly congregation where all 
are welcome. Worship at 9 or 10:30 a.m. 
on Sundays with Sunday school for youth 
and adults at 10:30 a.m. and childcare at 
both services. Contact Pastor Henry Kim 
at 846-0221, send an email to office@
lynnewood.org or visit www.lynnewood.
org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints--Livermore Stake: 
Sunday services--1501 Hillcrest Ave: 
Sycamore Grove Ward 9:00 am; Windmill 
Springs Ward 11:00 am. 950 Mocho St.,: 
Valley View Ward 9:00 am; Vineyard Hills 
Ward 11:00 am; Mocho Branch (Span-
ish) 12:20 p.m.. 8203 Village Parkway, 
Dublin: Tri-Valley Young Single Adult Ward 
1:30 p.m..

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa 
Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 
p.m. at 3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 
3rd Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 
Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 4th Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo Santa 
Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday 
worship service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
school for ages 3-18 during worship. 
Adult education Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
Jr. High youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 
p.m. High school youth group Sundays 
5:50-8:00 p.m. www.jkpcdublin.org 
(925)828-1846.

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contrac-
tors St., Livermore. .Sunday School (all 
ages) – 8:30 AM. Communion – 9:30 
AM. 925-906-9561 stfrancisanglican.
church.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley - People from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual 
orientations welcome. Sunday service 

at 10:00 a.m. Youth and teen programs 
offered as well. All are welcome. Meeting 
place 1886 College Ave., Livermore. For 
more information contact revharriet1@
yahoo.com or visit us at http://csllvlight-
house.org.

St. Matthews Baptist Church, 851 
Rincon Ave., Livermore. www.smbclive.
com or 443.3686. Dr. Allen S. Turner. 
Worship services 8 and 11 a.m., Sunday 
family Bible school, 9:30 p.m., Bible 
study and youth ministry, Wednesday 7 
p.m. Feed the homeless, Saturday 11 
a.m. Prayer, 6 p.m. weekdays. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, gives 
away clothing and other items every 
Monday 10-12. Donations are also ac-
cepted on Mondays between 10-12. 4481 
E. Avenue, Livermore.

Christ Church (a nondenominational 
evangelical church formerly meeting 
in Pleasanton), Now meeting at Arroyo 
Mocho Elementary School, 1040 Florence 
Rd., Livermore. Worship service at 9:00 
a.m.; Educational Classes for all ages 
at 11:00 a.m. visit: www.christchurch-
trivalley.org or call 925.846.0665.

Unity of Tri-Valley is a welcom-
ing spiritual community for people of 
all faiths and backgrounds. Children's 
program available. Ongoing groups and 
activities. Rev. Micah Murdock, minister. 
7567 Amador Valley Blvd., Suite 108, 
Dublin. 10:00 am Sunday service. www.
unityoftrivalley.org. 925.829.2733.

GraceWay Church worships at 
10 a.m. Sundays at Alisal Elementary 
School, 1454 Santa Rita Road while its 
new facility is being prepared. Services 
include band-led worship music, Sunday 
School for preschoolers and elementary 
through high school students. Infant care 
is provided. www.gracewaylife.org (925) 
846-4436. 

Grace Missionary Baptist Church, 
meets at 1759 Locust St., Livermore. 
(925) 667-1610. www.gracembc.
com. Sunday School, 9:45 am; Sunday 
Worship, 11 am. Relevant and refreshing 
Bible teaching. Pastor: Jeff Barger.

Discovery Church of the Nazarene, 
5862 Las Positas Road, Livermore. Pastor 
Curtis Lillie, 925 449-5256. Community 
Breakfast (free) served every Sunday at 
9:30 AM. Worship Service, Sundays at 
10:45 AM

Gateway Church, 811 Marylin 
Avenue, Livermore. 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School, 11:00 a.m. Worship. For more 
information visit gatewaylivermore.org or 
call Larry Trummel at 449.1444.

Grace Missionary Baptist Church 
in Livermore invites members of the 
community to Wednesday evening study, 
“Discovering the Bible.” Currently, the 
subject is , “The Holy Spirit and His 
Work.” The church address is 1759 
Locust Street in Livermore. Wednesday 
Bible Study begins at 6:30 p.m. www.
gracembc.com

Celebration Christian Center, 
1135 Bluebell Dr., Livermore. 455-4250. 
Sunday Services: 9am, 10:30am; 

children’s programs: 9am & 10:30am; 
Spanish service 3:00pm; Jr. & Sr. High: 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30pm. For more 
information on weekday Bible study 
and prayer group schedules, go to www.
celebrationcc.org

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) A 
faith enrichment ministry for women of 
all ages and life stages. Meets Thursday 
mornings, 9:30 – 11:30 am through May 
10, 2018. St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church, Borromeo Hall, 1315 Lomitas 
Avenue, Livermore. For WINGS speaker 
presentations and events: stcharlesliver-
more.org, click on “Upcoming Events” 
and “WINGS”. Questions: Janet Schott 
925-373-9346 or Phyllis Clearwater 
925-337-4299 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews - Shabbat 
Shira, Saturday, January 27 is Shabbat 
Shira, or Singing Saturday, observed 
throughout the Jewish community.  Tri-
Valley Cultural Jews will observe the date 
with a “kumzits,” a Jewish sing-along, 
from 4:00 - 5:30 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center in Livermore (2466 8th Street).  
Sing easy-to-learn songs in Yiddish, 
Hebrew and English, suitable for kids 
and adults. There will be hot chocolate, 
tea and decaf coffee.  Bring guitars, 
ukuleles and mandolins - songsheets 
with chords will be available. Event 
ends with a secular havdalah ceremony. 
Free for members.  Suggested donation 
$5 for non-member adults. Tu B'Shvat 
celebration.   interactive presentation led 
by a Naturalist from Tree Frog Treks who 
will bring some Reptiles & Amphibians 
for a hands-on look at their Animal 
Ambassadors and their relationship to 
the environment.    Sunday, February 4th, 
2018;10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St, Livermore.After 
the presentation, there will be a potluck 
lunch. Bring a dish that includes one of 
the seven species indigenous to Israel 
(raisins, dates, figs, carob, olive, citrus or 
almond).  Free to members.  $5 per adult 
non-members.

HEAL Documentary Screening 
Thursday, February 15, 2018  7:00 PM. 
This documentary takes viewer on a 
scientific and spiritual journey Tickets 
are $20 each. For more information, 
visit SoulConnectionHealingCenter.com/
heal-documentary or buy tickets at The 
Vine Cinema.

Peace Concert and Sacred Gong 
Meditation: Unity of Tri-Valley with 
musician and singer Todd Glacy on March 
25th.  He will be the guest musician dur-
ing the service and then lead the concert 
and meditation afterward, starting at 
12:00.  Todd is an ordained minister, 
life coach, yoga instructor, drum circle 
facilitator and the creator of the Gong 
Journeywork Wisdoming process.  Light 
refreshments after the service.  $10 love 
offering; all are welcome.  See http://
www.sacredsoundandliving.com/ and 
http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/.  7567 
Amador Valley Blvd, suite 108, Dublin.  
925-829-2733.
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Milestones

Girl Scouts from Troop 31179, Mackenzie Hoffman and Taryn Turner, completed their Silver Award, the highest 
award that can be earned by Girl Scout Cadettes, for creating a lending library for special education students at 
Vineyard Alternative School. Mackenzie and Taryn came up with the idea for the library after speaking with the 
school’s special education teacher. Vineyard school has a very small library and doesn’t contain a wide range of 
reading levels and areas of interest that are appropriate for special needs students. The Cadettes did a book drive 
at Christensen Middle School and also through the Cresta Blanca Service Unit for Livermore Girl Scouts. They 
received hundreds of books. After choosing which books to include in the library, they catalogued and labeled all 
of them by reading level and came up with a check-out system that allows for easy tracking of currently checked 
out books, and also the ability to add new books into the system. Pictured are Mackenzie and Taryn with  then 
acting Principal, Regina Porter.

Timothy Ambrose of 
Berkshire Hathaway Ho-
meServ in Castro Valley has 
been installed as the 2018 
president of the Bay East 
Association of Realtors® 
(Bay East). The inaugural 
event was held at the Casa 
Real Winery in Pleasanton on 
Jan. 13.  As the chief elected 
officer, Ambrose’s focus for 
2018 will be promoting the 
Bay East core values: Com-
munication, Integrity, Vision, 
Innovation and Leadership.

The 2018 Bay East Board 
of Directors also was in-
stalled at the event. The new 
Board of Directors brings 
many years of experience 
in real estate and its mem-
bers are exceptionally well 
equipped to lead the Real-

mittees.   Branchini serves 
on the Board of Directors of 
the National Association of 
Realtors®.

Rachna Rajan of Berk-
shire Hathaway Drysdale 
Properties in Castro Valley 
received the 2017 Good 
Neighbor Award.  Working 
with the Alameda County 
Food Bank, Rajan distributes 
food bags to families in the 
neighborhood she “farms” 
and encourages her fellow 
agents do the same in their 
respective farms. During 
the past 13 years, she has 
collected more than 9,500 
pounds of food for the Food 
Bank.

Mike Fracisco received 
the John A. Deadrich Dis-
tinguished Service Award.  
Named in honor of the as-
sociation’s first president 
and founding father, this 
award is given to a Bay East 
member who exemplifies the 
self-sacrifice, vision and ac-

complishments of the great-
est leaders who have shaped 
the real estate profession.  
Fracisco’s involvement and 
support for the profession 
started after joining Bay East 
in 2003.  He was recognized 
as the 2004 Rookie of the 
Year for his contributions 
to the Livermore and Valley 
marketing groups and the 
Housing for All Commit-
tee helping raise funds for 
the Livermore Habitat for 
Humanity project. He was 
elected to the Bay East Board 
of Directors in 2007 and 
served as Bay East President 
in 2015.  In 2017 he chaired 
the Property Management 
Advisory and Leadership 
Evaluating and Selection 
Committees in addition to 
serving on the Investment 
Advisory Committee.  He 
served in leadership posi-
tions with the California As-
sociation of Realtors® .

tor® community throughout 
the year.

The new Board of Direc-
tors, which represent more 
than 5,500 Realtors® and 
Affiliates from throughout 
the San Francisco Bay Area, 
are: President Tim Am-
brose, Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServ, Castro Valley; 
President-Elect Nancie Al-
len, MasterKey Real Estate 
Advantage, Fremont; Trea-
surer Tina Hand, Intero Real 
Estate, Castro Valley; Past 
President Will Doerlich, 
Realty ONE Group BMC 
Associates, San Ramon; 
and Chief Executive Officer 
Tricia Thomas.

The 2018 Board of Direc-
tors, by District are:

North County:  Anne 

McKereghan, Alain Pinel, 
Realtors®, Alameda

Central County: Bill Espi-
nola, Parkview Realty, Hay-
ward; Liz Lucero, Coldwell 
Banker, Castro Valley

Tri-City: June Burck-
hardt, Legacy Real Estate 
and Associates, Fremont; 
Ron Lyster, RE Realty Ex-
perts, Fremont; Steve Me-
deiros, RE Realty Experts, 
Fremont; Jackie Pena, Leg-
acy Real Estate and Associ-
ates, Fremont

Tr i -Va l l ey :  Barba ra 
Clemons, Coldwell Banker, 
Pleasanton; Tracey Esling, 

J. Rockliff Realtors®, Pleas-
anton; Leslie Faught, Alain 
Pinel Realtors®, Pleasanton; 
Ed Gomes, Pride Properties, 
Livermore;

At-Large: Joe Annunziato 
III, Annunziato and Associ-
ates, San Leandro; Sheila 
Cunha, Legacy Real Estate 
and Associates, Pleasanton; 
Sandi Gomes, Pride Prop-
erties, Livermore; Angela 
McIntyre, Alain Pinel, Real-
tors®, Alameda

Affiliate Director: Bob 
Henry, Diversified Mortgage 
Group, Pleasanton.

Widener University has 
announced the undergraduate 
students who achieved dean's 
list status during the fall 2017 
semester. Students must earn 

a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher during the semester to 
qualify for this status. The list 
includes Christine Kunzler, of 
Livermore. Kunzler is a Nurs-
ing major.

The following students were 
named tothe Dean's List for the 
Fall 2017 semester at Grove 
City College

Alisa Randall, a 2016 gradu-
ate of Homeschool,  is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William 
Randall (Katja) from Livermore.

Josiah Gowen of Josiah,  
a 2017 graduate of Harvest 
Christian Academy, is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gowen III 
(Leslie) from Livermore.

Nathaniel Bennett of Na-
thaniel,  a 2017 graduate of 
Homeschool   is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jason Bennett (Daisy) 
from Pleasanton.

Tessa Mullins, a resident of 
Livermore, has been named to 
the Emerson College Dean's 
List for the Fall 2017 semester. 

Mullins is majoring in Comedic 
Arts. The requirement to make 
Emerson's Dean's List is a grade 
point average of 3.7 or higher.

Salasha Dixit, a freshman at 
Vanderbilt University, has been 
named to the Dean's List for this 
semester. Dixit is majoring in 
political science in the College 
of Arts and Science. Parents are 
Narayani Dixit of Pleasanton and 
Tiruparn Dixit of San Ramon.

Amanda Eijansantos of 
Livermore,  has fulfilled the 
academic requirements to be 
named to University of James-
town's Dean List for the Fall 
2017 Semester.

Worcester Polytechnic In-
stitute (WPI) has announced 
that Ryan Keller of Livermore,   
a member of the class of 2021 
majoring in mechanical en-
gineering, was named to the 
university's Dean's List for 
academic excellence for the fall 
2017 semester.

EDUCATION
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