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PET OF THE WEEK
Possibilities are blooming for Posey. The 4-year-old 
German Shepherd mix is bursting with affection. 
Cultivate a relationship with Posey and watch your 
love grow. Visit her at Valley Humane Society (VHS), 
3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. For more information, 
please call (925) 426-8656 or visit valleyhumane.org. 
Photo - Valley Humane Society/V. Kelly

BUNNIES AT PETSMART 
Vanderbilt is a little guy 
with lots of personality. 
Unlike most bunnies, he 
loves to be held. Meet 
Vanderbi l t  and 13  + 
bunnies this Saturday 
from 12-3 pm at the Dublin 
PetSmart, 6960 Amador 
Plaza Rd. For more info, 
call 925-519-1723, or email 
ebrabbit@comcast.net. 
Visit www.eastbayrabbit.
petfinder.com to see more 
pet profiles.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The winners of the annual dad's flag football game celebrate. For the story and more 
photos, go to page 7.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A scenic view of Doolan Canyon is enhanced by the clouds overhead.

By Ron McNicoll
Zone 7 Water Agency has 

declared a drought emer-
gency in its service area, 
which includes Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Dublin and the 
Dougherty Valley area in 
San Ramon.

The state announced last 
week that it would not be de-
livering any water this year. 
Zone 7 receives 80 percent 
of its water from the state.

Zone 7, the Valley's water 
wholesaler, has no power to 
declare mandatory water ra-
tioning. However, the Zone 
7 board, which met Jan. 29, 

Zone 7 Declares Drought Emergency
Pleasanton Councilmember Jerry Pentin Suggests Looking at RO

passed a resolution urg-
ing everyone in the Valley 
to voluntarily conserve 20 
percent of water use.

A much bigger public 
turnout than usual at the 
board meeting was attentive 
to whether the board would 
pass restrictions. Two letters 
to the board said that people 
already conserving should 
not have to reduce by 20 per-
cent from their current level.

They won't have to, since 
it is not mandatory. How-
ever, the idea is for the entire 
community to achieve a 20 
percent reduction. Zone 7 

has issued some tips for 
conservation that include 
such things as not running 
the water tap as long for 
household activities, and 
cutting back on irrigation. At 
a typical home, 70 percent 
of water usage is outdoors.

Tim Barry, general man-
ager of Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park Dis-
trict (LARPD), said that the 
agency has achieved a 20 
percent reduction in water 
use throughout its entire 
park system.

However, sports fields 
are being kept green, be-

cause they take such a beat-
ing during games. Passive 
parks are being watered 
less, and some already have 
yellow grass. LARPD is also 
looking into placing more 
drought-resistant plants at 
the borders of its parks, to 
replace high-maintenance 
plants.

Reduced watering won't 
kill the grass, but will af-
fect the park's aesthetics, 
said Barry. Letting a park 
landscape go completely dry 
would be counterproduc-
tive, he said. It would cost 
more to restore landscaping 

than would be saved by not 
watering.

The four Valley water 
retailers are following the 
Zone 7 lead. All are expected 
to ask customers to reduce 
consumption by 20 percent.

Livermore director of 
public works Dan McIntyre 
said he will have recommen-
dations to the City Council 
on Feb. 24 emphasizing 
conservation at the 20 per-
cent rate.

Livermore and Dublin 
San Ramon Services District 
(DSRSD) use tier systems 

(See WATER, page 2)

Pleasanton 
Takes Step 
in Preparing 
for School 
Growth

The Pleasanton Unified 
School District will take the 
next step toward building its 
10th and 11th elementary 
schools.

The school board gave 
direction to Superintendent 
Parvin Ahmadi at its Jan. 
28 meeting to begin a study 
of how to finance school 
expansion.

With Pleasanton expect-
ing an influx of residential 
construction in Hacienda 
Business Park before the end 
of the decade, trustees agree 
there is a need for another 
elementary school on the 
north side. Lydiksen, Fair-
lands and Donlon schools 
need relief because they are 
running at attendance rates 
well above 700 students.

Further, an 11th school, 
to be located somewhere on 
the east or south side, could 
handle the growth expected 
from the East Pleasanton 
Specific Plan (ESPS), which 
is projected to develop in the 
early 2020's.

A local bond issue will be 
one of the financing options 
to be considered. As a result, 
it will be necessary to talk to 
the community about that, 
said trustee Joan Laursen.

Also, in the financial 
mix is the possibility of 
relocating the school district 
headquarters, and possibly 
selling the Vineyard Avenue 
school site, which once was 
promised as Neal School. 
The school was supposed 
to serve Ruby Hill, but a 
disagreement over the Ruby 

Reading is key to the 
ability to learn. 

However, it is difficult to 
learn to read when there are 
no books.

That is the problem fac-
ing Jeff Keller, Director of 
Educational Services in the 
Stockton Unified School 
District. 

Keller is the former prin-
cipal of Marylin Avenue 
School in Livermore. 

He says, "Stockton is 
completely different. At 
Marylin, I don't remem-
ber lacking in resources. 
In Stockton, if you go into 
classrooms, you don't see 
a single book, except the 
textbook."

Keller is working with 
three schools where 100% 
of the students qualify for 
free-and-reduced lunches. 
"Every day these students 
leave their homes, where 
there are no books, to attend 
schools where they have ac-
cess to only one book – their 
text. Because this book is not 
written at a level that most 
children are reading, these 
children are not reading at 
all during the day." 

The textbooks are tools 
for teachers, providing in-
structional strategies. Kids 
are assigned to read stories 
in the book. "The problem 
arises when they are not 
reading at grade level. Many 
kids in the 4th and 5th grades 
do not read at that level. 
They are English language 
learners and kids in poverty. 
When told to read, they can-
not do so independently.

"In order for kids to grow 
and become literate, they 
need to know how to read at 
the appropriate level. They 
need the opportunity to read 
generously on their own."

Keller points out that 
at Marylin Avenue, every 
classroom included a library. 
Students were able to select 
something they wanted to 
read at their level. In addi-
tion, each desk at Marylin 
included a package of ten 

(See GROWTH, page 4)

Donations 
of Books 
Sought

(See BOOKS, page 5)

The Livermore Police 
Department has begun a new 
program in the city, Crime 
Free Multi Housing.  

Crime Free Multi Hous-
ing (CFMH) is described as 
a state-of-the-art crime pre-
vention program designed to 
reduce crime, drugs activi-
ties, and gang issues/crimes 
on apartment properties.   

The program begins with 
the training of law enforce-
ment agency coordinators 
who will administer the 
program in their jurisdic-
tions. Each Crime Free 
Multi-Housing Coordinator 
receives 24-hours of inten-
sive training and becomes 
certified as an instructor of 
the program.

The program consists 

Livermore Police Begin New 
Crime Fighting Program

of three phases that must 
be completed under the 
supervision of the local 
police department.  Prop-
erty managers can become 
individually certified after 
completing training in each 
phase and the property be-
comes certified upon suc-
cessful completion of all 
three phases.

In areas where the pro-
gram is used,  the reduction 
of crime within an apartment 
complex, has increased ten-
ant retention.  There has also 
been a greater demand for 
rental units because of the 
reputation for active apart-
ment management team.  
Apartment communities 
have seen lower mainte-

(See CRIME, page 10)

A survey of Pleasanton 
residents found a high level 
of satisfaction with the qual-
ity of life and city services. 

When asked about priori-
ties,  93 percent stated that 
fire and 911 response was 
of importance; the same 
percentage saw water qual-
ity and safety as important. 

Few concerns reached 
the level of "highly serious." 
The one exception was traf-
fic on freeways, with 54 per-
cent stating it was serious.

The firm of Fairbank, 
Maslin, Maulin, Metz & 
Associates ( FM3) was hired 
to conduct the survey. John 
Fairbank, president of FM3, 
reported the findings to the 
Pleasanton City Council at 

Survey Shows Residents See 
Pleasanton As a Great Place to Live

Tuesday's meeting. 
The survey was conduct-

ed last November.
Seventy-one percent of 

those surveyed said Pleasan-
ton was an excellent place to 
live. Longer term residents  
have a slightly more posi-
tive view with 75 percent 
viewing Pleasanton as an 
excellent place, while 63 
percent of those living in the 
city five years or less found 
it excellent.

Ethnic segments of the 
community were found to 
have the following view 
of excellence: whites, 76 
percent; Asians, 66 percent; 
voters of color, 62 percent; 
Latinos, 59 percent.

Seventy-two percent see 

Pleasanton as an excellent 
place to raise children.

Education at 12 percent 
and lack of affordable hous-
ing at 10 percent ranked as 
the most serious concerns. 
Thirty percent weren't aware 
of any concerns or didn't 
answer the question.  The 
number of residents worried 
about traffic dropped 16 per-
cent, going from 25 percent 
in 2007 to 9 percent in 2013.

Eighty-eight percent were 
happy with government and 
services provided. A major-
ity, 57 percent believe the 
city is doing a good job in 
planning for infrastructure. 

When it comes to parks, 
police protection and fire 
services, well over 90 per-

cent saw the city in a fa-
vorable light. Ninety-four 
percent use parks regularly; 
85 percent go to the library; 
55 percent have attended the 
Firehouse Arts Center.

The city uses the findings 
to look at facilities and ser-
vices. Among the data were 
the following:

Public safety services re-
main a high priority service. 
Police emergency and non-
emergency response times 
remain at or better than the 
General Plan standard of 4 
minutes and 20 minutes, 
respectively. As growth is 
contemplated in the East 
Side and infill development 
progresses in the future, it 

(See PLEASANTON, page 10)
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HEARING HEALTH 
 WHEN: February 11, 2014

TIME: 11:30 TO 1:30
WHERE: Beebs at the Las Positas Golf Course 

        915 Club House Drive, Livermore, CA 
LUNCH INCLUDED ... NO OBLIGATION

Speakers: Kenneth Billheimer, Au.D., Audiologist and  
Harvey Sparks from Unitron Hearing Instruments

              

              •  How your hearing works
  •  Daily and Extended wear hearing devices
	 	 •		The	benefits	of	treating	hearing	loss	early
	 	 •		The	consequences	of	untreated	hearing	loss

Harvey Sparks is an expert on hearing aid technology and gives talks around the 
country to hearing care professionals and consumers alike.

For more than 40 years, Unitron has improved the lives of those with hearing loss 
by designing some of the highest-quality hearing aids available. Unitron’s focus  
is on the daily activity of the user and how to seamlessly integrate hearing aids  
into lives by bringing back sound for a fuller, more productive day-to-day lifestyle.  

Lyric ® Hearing Devices are hailed as “the contact lens for your ear.” Developed in Newark, CA, the Lyric Hearing Device is placed deep inside 
the ear canal by your hearing professional. It is completely invisible and stays in the ear 24 hours a day, 7 days a week ... allowing the user to 
shower, swim, talk on the phone…even hear when you wake up in the middle of the night.

Invitation   -  CONSUMER HEARING SEMINAR
SPACE IS LIMITED, SO PLEASE RSVP NOW TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE!

CALL: 925-484-3507 

Sponsored By: Hearing ServiceS of PleaSanton & livermore
Cutting Edge Hearing Technology

4460 Black Ave. Suite F  
Pleasanton, CA 94566         

1613 Second Street,  
Livermore, CA 94550

LUNCH 
         LEARN

&

Landscaping Flowers
• Planting
• Monthly Maintenance
• Irrigation Systems
• Drainage
• Landscape Lighting
• Install/Repair Fencing

Free estimates

Call (925)339-3981
License#111174

call  925 .373 .6800
click  www.bankheadtheater.org  
come by  24 00 First S treet / Livermore 

A Valentine from Broadway
Some Enchanted Evening

friday 

feb 14 
at 8pm

Celebrate the most romantic of holidays with 
some of the most romantic music on earth.

Dale Kristien, 
lead role in

Phantom of 
the Opera

Bill Hutton, 
title role in 

Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor 

Dream Coat

TWO BRIGHT STARS OF BROADWAY 
join together in a t ruly enchanted 

evening of music and laughter, 
featur ing familiar hi t s as 

Music of the Night,
Think of Me

a nd
Close Every Door. 

SB1400, passed several 
years ago by the State Sen-
ate, requires the California 
Community Colleges and 
California State University 
(CSU) system to collaborate 
on the creation of  transfer 
associate (AA/AS-T) de-
grees.

Students who earn a 
transfer degree are then 
guaranteed junior stand-
ing and priority admission 
consideration over all other 
transfer students when ap-
plying to a CSU baccalaure-
ate degree program. 

The guarantee means that 
students who earn an AA-T 
or AS-T degree and meet the 
CSU minimum eligibility 
requirements are guaranteed 
admission to a CSU, but not 
necessarily to a particular 
campus or major. 

Janice Noble, Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Services 
at Las Positas College in 
Livermore, stated that the 

when billing. Higher water 
use brings higher water rates 
for the amount used above 
the basic tier. Livermore and 
DSRSD also have an addi-
tional  scale that adds cost to 
water rates on an escalating 
basis, as water conservation 
goals rise.

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n 
DSRSD's scale, rates rise at 
each of the benchmark goals 
that the board would set: 10, 
20, 35 and 50 percent water 
conservation.

So far, the thinking at 
DSRSD is voluntary conser-
vation only, with a cue taken 
from the Zone 7 voluntary 
reduction of 20 percent,  
said general manager Bert 
Michalczyk. 

Zone 7 staff was sched-
uled to make a presentation 
concerning the drought and 
the agency's water allo-
cations from the state to 
the DSRSD board on Feb. 
4, after the Independent's 
deadline.

The Pleasanton City 
Council was also going to 
consider a recommendation 
for a 20 percent voluntary 
cutback throughout the city 
at its Feb. 4 meeting. Direc-
tor of operation services 
Daniel Smith said that it 
would be premature to ask 
for a rate change now in 
connection with water con-
servation.

Zone 7 has not announced 
any rise in its cost of water 
to the retailers. The agency 
has a contingency fund that 
is used for keeping its water 
rates stable. Pleasanton's wa-
ter utility has a similar fund. 

Pleasanton uses an in-
house committee to review 
the drought situation fre-
quently, so it can make fur-
ther recommendations, if 
necessary, said Smith.

California Water Service, 
which serves three-fourths 
of the Livermore popula-
tion, plans to follow Zone 
7's lead, that is a 20 percent 
voluntary conservation goal, 
said district manager Frank 
Vallejo. No rate increase is 
planned.

Cal Water has enough to 
supply its customers through 
2014. Vallejo said that the 
firm will open up some 
wells that it has not used. Cal 
Water is capable of pumping 
more than its usual annual 
amount from its own wells, 
if Zone 7 needs more volume 
to offset shortages caused by 
the drought's impact on the 
State Water Project.

Since 2007, Cal Water 
customers have reduced per 

capita consumption by 17 
percent, said Vallejo.

Zone 7 will be building 
new projects designed to 
capture more water from 
Valley sources to help meet 
the drought challenge. 
The projects were already 
planned, but will be speeded 
up to play a role more quick-
ly. They include drilling a 
new well and connecting 
Cope Lake to Lake I near 
Pleasanton, where accumu-
lated water can soak more 
easily into the underground 
basin.

STATE ADMINISTRA-
TOR

SPEAKS IN DUBLIN
California Natural Re-

sources Sec. John Laird 
spoke about the drought 
Jan. 30 at the Dublin City 
Council chamber.

Many local officials were 
on hand, including the entire 
DSRSD board, which co-
sponsored the event with 
Zone 7.

Laird talked about the 
destructive effects of the 
drought. He noted that farm-
ers who have orchards will 
be cutting them back, and 
using what water allocations 
they receive to save those 
trees, because they are such 
a big investment.

However, in the triage 
of which plants get wa-
ter, annual crops will be 
abandoned. Those are the 
crops that are more labor-
intensive. Unemployment 
in the Central Valley could 
go up as high as 40 percent, 
which has an impact on the 
state's economy, according 
to Laird.

Another drought effect 
has been to put the state's 
long term water needs in the 
news. A poll showed  that 
7 percent of respondents 
thought long term needs 
were an important issue, 
said Laird.

Laird said the state needs 
to create an overall, long-
term plan for its water fu-
ture. One has been drafted 
that includes such propos-
als as more use of recycled 
water, and local storage in 
reservoirs. The more inde-
pendence shown by local 
agencies in adding storage 
and inter-ties among water 
districts to help each other 
in emergencies, the better.

Water conservation is a 
big tool for the future. "The 
greater Los Angeles area, in 
the  last generation, cut con-
sumption by 200,000 acre 
feet, while adding 5 million 
people. People are becoming 

much more efficient in their 
water use," said Laird.

During a question period 
after the talk, Pleasanton 
Vice Mayor Jerry Pentin 
told Laird that he asked 
staff at a November council 
meeting about perhaps using 
recycled water to augment 
the underground water sup-
ply. He learned about the 
"toilet to tap" protests that 
residents conducted at Zone 
7 meetings in their fight 
against having such under-
ground injection of treated 
waste-water.

Zone 7 directors said then 
that they were confident that 
the reverse osmosis filters 
that would have been used at 
the DSRSD water treatment 
plant were safe. However, 
because of the lack of public  
acceptance, Zone 7 reject-
ed the DSRSD's proposal. 
Eventually DSRSD dropped 
the request. It was similar to 
a protest in San Diego over 
the same issue.

Asked by Pentin whether 
an RO project is "something 
we can push forward" in a 
discussion, Laird said, "I 
think so. I talked to a San 
Diego city councilman who 
wants to start over in a very 
serious way."

Orange County already 
has used some RO for drink-
ing water, which Laird said 
produces 50,000 gallons per 
day. He took a tour of the RO 
facility, and drank a glass 
of the water. "It's normal, 
healthy, fine water. It was 
tested," said Laird.

Livermore Mayor John 
Marchand, a former water 
chemist and also former 
Zone 7 director, raised two 
points about the Orange 
County water. "People were 
drinking 13 times the safe 
federal level of a chemical 
(NDMA),  but did not know 
it," said Marchand.

Further, the recycling has 
increased the salt loading 
into the ground-water basin. 
That means spending more 
money to pump out that salt, 
said Marchand.

Laird responded that 
there is "elaborate testing 
for universal things." About 
salt loading, Laird said that 
the reason for high salt con-
tent across California is the 
residue from water softeners 
that discharged it. 

One way cities solved the 
salt problem was to buy resi-
dents' water softeners. It cost 
less than having to remedy 
the salt-loading problem, 
said Laird.

WATER
(continue from page one)

program makes it easier to 
transfer to the CSU system.

She explained that com-
munity colleges offer two 
options for students, the 
regular degrees or the trans-
fer degrees.  The curriculum 
for the transfer degrees is 
based on a statewide model 
created  by faculty members 
throughout the system.

The transfer degree offers 
fewer units that are more 
targeted. The ability to focus 
on transfer provides a clear 
pathway for students, ac-
cording to Noble.  

It also saves time for a 
student. Once  a student is 
admitted and enrolled in a 
designated similar degree 
program, he or she has the 
opportunity to complete a 
bachelor’s degree with as 
little as 60 semester units or 
90 quarter units of course-
work. 

Las Positas is working on 
providing transfer degrees; 

some are ready to go; oth-
ers are in the works. They 
include such subjects as 
early childhood develop-
ment, psychology, math, 
philosophy, English, history, 
anthropology and geology - 
just a wide range of options 
said Noble.

Information on transfer 
degrees available at commu-
nity colleges, can be found at 
ADegreeWithAGuarantee.
com.

Community Colleges Offer 
Transfer Degrees to CSU System
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  CalBRE # 01267853 
Livermore’s 
Real Estate  
Specialist Ivy 

Open Sat/Sun, 2/8 & 9, 1-4:30 

187 Selby Lane # 7 
$480,000 

Almost new, 3 bdrm/2.5 bths, 1,379 
sqft, 2 car garage, stunning kitchen  

 Fitness center, pools, spa, low dues! 

925 998-5312 

COMMUNITY HEALTH 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS
For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and health 
education resources, visit pamf.org/healtheducation.

FEB. 2014

pamf.org

CHILDBIRTH AND 
PARENT EDUCATION 
CLASSES 

•	 Breastfeeding	Your	Newborn
•	 Childbirth	Preparation

(650) 853-2960

NUTRITION AND 
DIABETES CLASSES 

(510) 498-2184

•	 Living	Well	with	Diabetes

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAMS 

(510) 498-2184

•	 Dublin	Bariatric	Surgery	Information	Sessions
•	 New	Weigh	of	Life	(adult	weight	management)

Learn	about	the	current	state	and	emerging	technologies	
in	cancer	genetics	and	genomics,	including	the	BRACA	
1	and	2	genes	and	Lynch	syndrome.	We’ll	discuss	how	
these	technologies	can	affect	diagnosis	and	treatment	and	
how	genetic	makeup	influences	each	person’s	response	to	
drugs.

HOW GENETICS AND GENOMICS 
AFFECT CANCER CARE
FEB. 6, 6:30 TO 8 P.M.
FRANK	DELARAMA,	R.N.,	M.S.,	AOCNS
PAMF	ONCOLOGY	&	GENOMICS

Dublin Center
4050	Dublin	Blvd.
Dublin
(925)	875-6464

People you know, cars you trust.

NOW OPEN  
LIVERMORE TOYOTA  

RENT A CAR
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY!

Toyota Camry
$39 per day 
200 miles per day
$90 per weekend
$240 per week/1,400 miles per week

Class: MID SIZE 4 Door   
Seating: 5 Adults
Bag Space: 2 Large, 3 Small Suitcases
Gas Mileage: 25 City / 35 Hwy
Complimentary 24-Hour Roadside Assistance

Toyota Corolla
$35 per day 
200 miles per day
$80 per weekend
$210 per week/1,400 miles per week

Class: COMPACT 4 Door 
Seating: 5 Adults
Bag Space: 2 Large, 1 Small Suitcases
Gas Mileage: 27 City / 36 Hwy
Complimentary 24-Hour Roadside Assistance

3col x 10.5”news

It’s not just a rental...it’s a Toyota!

(925) 724-2861 
rental@livermoretoyota.com

www.livermoretoyota.com
6200 Northfront Rd, Livermore, CA  94551 • Exit N. Vasco Rd Off I-580 Hwy

LIVERMORE TOYOTA

10% Off  First Time Rentals
Mention This Ad.

Rental Requirements:  Must be age 21 or older to rent. Valid 50 state Driver License 
and proof of full coverage insurance transferrable to Rental required. Sorry no debit 
cards accepted. VISA/MC/DISC/AMEX without debit symbol required for rental.

Rental Requirements:  Must be age 21 or older to rent. Valid 50 state Driver License 
and proof of full coverage insurance transferrable to Rental required. Sorry no debit 
cards accepted. VISA/MC/DISC/AMEX without debit symbol required for rental.

Tri-Valley Featured in Flight Magazine
The February issue of the US Airways Magazine 

features a 34 page section on the Tri-Valley.  This feature 
section was spearheaded by Visit Tri-Valley. Highlighted 
are the wine country atmosphere, arts scene,  premium 
outlet mall, parks and trails, golf courses, and other tour-
ist attractions. 

This magazine will be on all US Airways flights in 
February.

US Airways Magazine is the official publication for 
US Airways. US Airways operates nearly 3,125 flights 
per day and serves close to 200 communities in the U.S., 
Canada, Mexico, Europe, the Middle East, the Caribbean, 
and Central and South America. US Airways Magazine’s 
editorial direction is created specifically for the 6 million 
passengers who fly the airline each month.

To see the magazine, go to outwww.usairwaysmag.
com.

Pleasanton State of the City Talk
Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne will deliver the 2014 

State of the City talk on Tues., Feb. 25.
The luncheon, hosted by the Pleasanton Chamber of 

Commerce, will be held at the Hilton Pleasanton at the 
Club starting at 11:30 a.m. with networking.  The lunch 
and program begin at noon.

Tickets are $30 per person. Registration can be com-
pleted online at www.pleasanton.org. For information, 
call 846-5858.

Response to State of the Union
Two members of Congress from the Bay Area offered 

comments on  President Obama's State of the Union adress.
U.S. Representative Eric Swalwell (CA-15) stated,  

“Tonight the President laid out a compelling vision for 
our country that reflects the idea that Americans who work 
hard can find the economic security they deserve. I am 
hopeful these goals may be accomplished in a bipartisan 
manner. In that spirit, I sat at the address with my Republi-
can and Democratic colleagues from the United Solutions 
Caucus to show our commitment to working together."

He added, “One obvious solution to growing our 
economy is comprehensive immigration reform. I stand 
ready to work in a bipartisan fashion to pass an immigra-
tion reform policy that is fair, streamlines our visa system, 
and provides a pathway to earned citizenship for undocu-
mented workers.  It was encouraging to hear the President’s 
comments about our responsibility to our veterans when 
they return home after serving their nation. Although it is 
improving, the Oakland VA backlog is still unacceptable, 
and I will continue to work so our veterans receive the 
benefits and care they have earned.”

Congressman John Garamendi (D-Fairfield, CA) de-
clared that he is pleased that the President is focused on 
shaping an economy that creates more opportunity for 
hardworking Americans.

"President Obama touched on three key themes that 
should resonate with every American: opportunity, ac-
tion, and optimism,” Congressman Garamendi said. 
“Opportunity: we must provide ladders of mobility to the 
middle class. Action: Congress and the Administration 

should work together on behalf of the American people. 
Optimism: Since the Great Recession, we’ve been through 
a rough patch in our country, but America’s best days are 
still to come.

“I still believe that there is nothing wrong with America 
that can’t be fixed by what is right with America, and I will 
do all I can to work with the President and my colleagues 
to build the middle class,” he added.

Hacienda Best for Commuters
Best Workplaces for CommutersSM, a program de-

signed to encourage sustainable transportation innovation 
singled out 28 award recipients nationwide on January 
16th during the annual Race to Excellence Virtual Awards 
Ceremony. 

The Hacienda Business Park in Pleasanton received a 
Gold Award as a Best Workplaces for Commuters Site, the 
only location to receive this recognition.

This year participants were awarded in four categories: 
Site, Employer, Supporting Agency, and University.  

The awards recognize organizations who have taken 
exemplary steps to offer transportation options such as 
vanpool and transit benefits or telework and compressed 
workweek programs for their employees.  

"We are extremely proud of this recognition," noted 
James Paxson, Hacienda's general manager. "Hacienda has 
long provided a nationally recognized package of benefits 
for the people who live and work here and we are grateful 
for the acknowledgement made of these important efforts."

Programs include free Wheels Ecopasses that allow a 
free ride on the local transit system; free carpool or van-
pool matchlist; walking and bicycling support services; 
free guaranteed ride home for those who use a commute 
alternative; individual support in planning a commute; 
and the opportunity to try a free trip on nearby rail and 
bus services.

Miller Endorses DeSaulnier
State Senator Mark DeSaulnier has been endorsed by 

Rep. George Miller.
Miller is retiring from the House of Representatives 

Destrict 11. DeSaulnier has announced that he will seek 
to replace Miller. 

In endorsing Senator DeSaulnier, Miller stated, “I know 
Mark DeSaulnier exceedingly well. Mark is the most 
qualified and capable candidate to carry on my work in 
Congress on behalf of the residents in the 11th district. He 
is progressive, results-driven, and has a deep connection to 
the communities and neighborhoods in this district. Most 
importantly, Mark embodies the issues and values that I 
have fought for throughout my career."

  Currently, DeSaulnier represents California’s 7th 
State Senate district, which covers 70% of California’s 
11th Congressional district. Previously DeSaulnier served 
Contra Costa County as a State Assemblyman, County 
Supervisor, and City Councilman.

Development in Dublin
Trumark Homes announced that it has secured fund-

ing to purchase the 184-acre Wallis Ranch, a residential 
housing development in East Dublin that is approved for 

805 single-family homes as part of a joint venture with Isles 
Ranch Partners, LLC and Castlelake, L.P., both  alternative 
investment firms.

The property is being sold by The Lin Family & Jim 
Tong with Charter Properties. 

Wallis Ranch, one of the last remaining parcels of fully 
entitled land in the Bay Area, is located within the East 
Dublin Specific Plan Area north of Roxbury on Tassajara 
Road and extending uphill to the Alameda/Contra Costa 
County line. It will include eight new home communities. 

Grading and other infrastructure work will begin in May, 
when lots will be offered for sale to homebuilders.

Trumark aims to have the first model homes open by 
September 2015.

Wallis Ranch, designed by KTGY and Dahlin Group 
Architects, will offer a broad mix of home styles and sizes, 
including executive homes, single-family detached homes 
and townhomes ranging in size from approximately 1,700 
to 4,100 square feet.  

 Approximately 100 of the development’s 184 acres will 
be dedicated to neighborhood parks, open space, semi-public 
use and a water-quality basin. Designed by Gates Associates 
landscape architects, the community grounds will include 
walking and biking trails; 83 acres of open space; a three-
acre common area for the clubhouse, spa and fitness center; 
an outdoor kitchen; community gardens; a yoga lawn; a town 
square and a fire pit area.

Existing components of the original Antone School 
Building will be repurposed to create a new structure on 
the community green that will serve as a community center 
and home for numerous historic documents that date back 
to Dublin’s early days.

 Trumark's Senior Vice President of Land Acquisition, 
Brian Steele, led the negotiations with broker David J Oro-
zco of Cassidy Turley. The investment financing effort was 
handled by Managing Director John Manning and Senior 
Vice President Alex Witt of JLL’s Real Estate Investment 
Banking group in San Francisco.

“There was a great deal of interest among investors in this 
opportunity because of its exceptional sponsorship and the 
fact that this fully entitled development will be delivering 
high quality new homes in a very desirable location within 
a hot Bay Area residential sector by 2015,” Manning said.
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Making Criminals of 
the Homeless

Livermore has a history of reaching out to help 
those in need. For example, it is the only city in 
the Tri-Valley where there are shelters. It was one 
of the first cities to provide low cost housing.

Therefore it came as a surprise when the City 
Council approved an ordinance that could make 
criminals out of those who are homeless. It would 
do so by imposing fines or jail terms on those 
who violate the new ordinance that declares that 
overnight camping on public properties and private 
property where there is public access is unlawful 
without possession of a permit authorizing use 
of the facility. 

Any violation of the ordinance would be 
considered an infraction punishable by a fine not 
to exceed $100 for a first offense, and, for a second 
or subsequent offense, a misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine not to exceed $300, or imprisonment in 
the county jail for a period not to exceed 30 days, 
or by both a fine and imprisonment. 

The idea that a homeless person could pay a 
fine seems out of touch with reality. Many are 
homeless because they don't have the money to 
pay rent. Putting them in jail would make it even 
harder to find a home later, because they would 
have established criminal records.  In addition, 
the money spent on housing people in jail would 
be better spent in providing affordable housing or 
services to aid the homeless.

Those who live near the homeless encampments 
have legitimate complaints when it comes to health 
and security issues. Concerns have arisen regarding 
damage to vegetation along the arroyos, and the 
lack of sanitary facilities. However, fining and 
incarcerating people doesn't solve the homeless 
problem as they will move to new locations.  

A regional summit, involving Pleasanton and 
Dublin, could determine why people are homeless 
and what services are needed to help deal with 
issues that are identified during the discussion. A 
study would likely find that the homeless are likely 
mental health issues and drug problems. They 
could be  veterans suffering from post traumatic 
stress disorder. Some don't have the job skills 
required in the 21st century. The Tri-Valley does 
not provide adequate affordable housing. One 
speaker at the City Council noted that there are 
people living locally who are one paycheck away 
from being homeless.

The bad news is that addressing these problems 
will likely require a lot of money. Dublin and 
Pleasanton should provide their share. The good 
news is that there are many people willing and ready 
to help, many from the faith based community.

Mayor John Marchand said at the meeting when 
the ordinance was approved that he planned to call 
a summit to discuss the issues of homelessness.

The city should have started with the summit, 
rather than with the punitive measures. 

Hill developer's promise  to 
help finance the school led 
to litigation that made it no 
longer feasible to build the 
school.

Proceeds from selling the 
headquarters and Neal sites 
could help pay for the 10th 
school, so trustees want to 
study that approach further.

Another scenario would 
involve bui lding Neal 
School to serve Ruby Hill 
and the homes to be built in 
the EPSP, which will be lo-
cated north of Stanley Bou-
levard, east of the Pleasanton 
Transfer station, and south 
of the Zone 7 Water Agency 
Chain of Lakes.

However, building Neal 
School would deprive EPSP 
residents of a neighborhood 
school. 

Isaac Jones, the consul-
tant who made the presen-
tation, said that if the EPSP 
adds more single family 
homes, it would be more 
likely to bring in enough 
children to support a school 
within its boundary.

Also, future discussions 
about a bond will include a 
wish list of improvements 
for all of Pleasanton's school 
campuses. A community and 
schools task force last year 
came up with $92 million 
worth of construction, if all 
of it were built. However, 
task force members said 
it's highly unlikely that the 

entire list of projects would 
be constructed.

Many of the wish list 
projects involved classroom 
designs  tailored for the more 
open classes that will come 
with Common Core instruc-
tion two years from now.

`Board president Jamie 
Hintzke said that the finan-
cial report that comes back 
to the board should also 
discuss the district's current 
debt.

On another item, the 
board accepted the contract 
negotiation openers from the 
Association of Pleasanton 
Teachers (APT), and also the 
openers put forward for the 
district by administrators. 
The openers list topics only. 
There will not be any spe-
cifics until negotiations are 
completed, and a tentative 
agreement is announced. 
Then the public will have 
its chance to comment at a 
hearing.

People can also comment 
at a public hearing Feb. 11 
on any issues they wish 
that touch on the topics.  
The union wants to address 
employment hours, salaries, 
special education, the school 
calendar, and health and 
welfare benefits.

The district wants to talk 
about hours of employment, 
class size, salaries, the calen-
dar, and health and welfare 
benefits.

GROWTH
(continue from page one)

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
has awarded a major sub-
contract to FEMTOLAS-
ERS Produktions GmbH 
(based in Vienna, Austria) 
as part of the construction 
of a revolutionary high-
power laser system for the 
European ELI-Beamlines 
science facility in the Czech 
Republic.

LLNL is constructing 
the “High Repetition-Rate 
Advanced Petawatt La-
ser System” (HAPLS) for 
the ELI-Beamlines facility. 
This facility will deliver 
peak powers greater than 
one petawatt (1015 Watts, 
or 1,000,000,000,000,000 

Two lawsuits filed over 
Plan Bay Area (PBA) could 
have the result of requiring 
Pleasanton and the other Tri-
Valley cities to build more 
housing.

One suit  was filed by 
the environmental groups 
Citizens for a Better En-
vironment and the Sierra 
Club, and the other by Bay 
Area Citizens,   a grassroots 
group that kept  up a steady 
campaign against BPA at 
public meetings.

The two suits say that al-
though MTC counted emis-
sions along Interstate 580 in 
the Tri-Valley, the agency 
did not count emissions from 
Central Valley commuters 
where they enter the Tri-
Valley in the Altamont. The 

Pleasanton Is Keeping an 
Eye on Plan Bay Area Suits

lawsuits say that's a defect 
in the EIR.

If a judge orders those 
emissions to be counted, 
it could lead to a politi-
cal move (by ABAG or 
the state) to impose more 
housing requirements on 
Pleasanton and the rest of 
the Tri-Valley to reduce 
those commute emissions, 
said Pleasanton Mayor Jerry 
Thorne.

Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Commission (MTC) 
and ABAG, which were 
under a state mandate to 
create Plan Bay Area after 
several years of planning 
and public feedback, are the 
defendants.

Pleasanton is named as a 
responsible party in the suits, 
because Pleasanton receives 

money from an MTC grant. 
The city is kept informed of 
the suits, but is not a formal 
defendant, and does not have 
to defend MTC's or ABAG's 
EIR, according to assistant 
city attorney Larissa Seto.

Thorne,  who serves 
on the executive board of 
ABAG, told The Indepen-
dent that it is important to 
keep an eye on the suits, to 
see whether there will be any 
implications that communi-
ties may be required to build 
more housing. 

The plan, which was 
passed overwhelmingly by a 
vote of the ABAG and MTC 
boards last year, coordinates 
development with transpor-
tation in an effort to promote 
"smart growth." California 
law has mandated that all 

18 metropolitan planning 
areas in the state draw up 
a plan that will reduce pro-
jected greenhouse gas levels 
between now and 2040. The 
Bay Area was the last of the 
18 to approve its plan.

ABAG and MTC of-
ficials have said that the 
plan does not interfere with 
local planning. All of the 
cities and counties in the 
nine-county Bay Area were 
consulted about their general 
plans. The information was 
rolled into PBA.

There is no punishment 
for not following PBA, said 
officials. However,  cities 
and counties that follow 
PBA guidelines will become 
eligible for grant money that 
is filtered through ABAG 
and MTC.

Significant Step Announced in Construction of 
Next Generation Ultra High Power Laser System

watts) at a repetition rate of 
10 Hz, with each pulse last-
ing less than 30 femtosec-
onds, or 0.00000000000003 
seconds.

In order to achieve this, 
the HAPLS laser requires a 
state-of-the-art laser “front-
end” source to generate the 
ultrafast pulse at high stabil-
ity with ultra-low noise and 
robust operation. 

Experiments with un-
precedented high fidelity 
will be enabled by the high 
repetition rate of HAPLS.  
When complete, HAPLS 
will be the world’s highest 
average power petawatt 
laser system. 

Following an internation-

al competition, FEMTOLA-
SERS was selected by LLNL 
and the ELI-Beamlines team 
as fully meeting the techni-
cal requirements and able 
to meet the strict timescales 
required for construction of 
the ELI-Beamlines facility.

The ELI-Beamlines facil-
ity represents an investment 
of nearly 7 billion Czech 
crowns (about $350 million) 
on behalf of the European 
Union and Czech Republic 
government. It forms part of 
the pan-European ELI proj-
ect, and is being designed 
to significantly advance 
the state-of-the-art for high 
power lasers, allowing inter-
national scientific research 

in areas as diverse as medi-
cal imaging, particle acceler-
ation, biophysics, chemistry 
and quantum physics.

 The FEMTOLASERS 
system combines technolo-
gies from across Europe and 
around the world to meet the 
exacting specifications of 
the ELI-Beamlines facility.  

“We are very pleased to 
work with this company, 
which is supplying one of 
the most critical compo-
nents for HAPLS. It will be 
integrated into our system 
from an early date, providing 
essential data for optimiza-
tion of our next-generation 
laser,” said Constantin Hae-
fner, project manager for 
HAPLS at LLNL.
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Tesla Is Unique
David Peterson
Livermore

A recent letter in support 
of expanding the Carnegie 
off-road vehicle park appar-
ently thinks Tesla property 
is only a plot of land no dif-
ferent than any other where 
off road vehicle enthusiasts 
could operate their vehicles. 
What they don’t realize is 
the Corral Hollow region, 
including the Tesla prop-
erty, is a biological gem. 
Corral Hollow is the last 
major canyon of the coast 
range before encountering 
the Delta region. There 
are numerous species for 
which Corral Hollow is the 
northernmost extension of 
their range.

The list of species found 
there (and no further north) 
includes Side-blotched liz-
ards, Coast Horned lizards, 
Long-nosed snake, Glossy 
snake, Coachwhip snake, 
Spadefoot toads, and Kan-
garoo Rats as no other suit-
able habitat exists north for 
these creatures. In addition 
the Alameda Whipsnake, 
Red Legged Frog, and Cali-
fornia Tiger Salamander 
are all threatened species 
that are found on the prop-
erty. It is highly possible the 
Foothill Yellow Legged frog 
(another threatened species) 
exists in the upper reaches 
of the Tesla canyon.

Tesla is one of the loca-
tions I have seen Mountain 
Lions and Badgers. Both of 
these animals do not tolerate 
intensive use such as that 
found at an OHV park. The 
area of the Tesla property 
above the mines is the loca-
tion of a large rattlesnake 
den. Intensive use of this 
area would most likely ter-
minate its existence. Since 
rattlesnakes migrate up to 
a mile (or more) from their 
winter dens a much larger 
area would be affected than 
one would think at first 
glance. The chief food of 
rattlesnakes is ground squir-
rels. Fewer rattlesnakes 
equals more ground squir-
rels and consequentially a 
reduction in grasses needed 
by a whole host of species.

By their nature off road 
vehicle parks are destructive 

to the natural habitat. Before 
the Carnegie SVRA area was 
built it was a prime collect-
ing area for many of the 
above mentioned species. 
During the 1940’s through 
the 1960’s biologists vis-
ited this area due to the rich 
fauna population. With the 
opening of the private ORV 
park in the 1970’s and its 
subsequent purchase by the 
state biologists no longer 
visit as the extensive use of 
ORV’s is incompatible with 
the survival of native wild-
life. Setting the land aside 
as a history/nature park is 
a much sounder ecological 
proposal.

Some would say that the 
Tesla property is ideal for an 
off road park as the land has 
already been desecrated by 
coal mining a century ago. In 
actual fact the area affected 
by mining is only a small 
fraction of the total land in 
question; much of the rest 
is pristine oak woodland/
grassland/chaparral.

In terms of noise pro-
duced by the expansion of 
the off road park: many 
residents do not realize a 
new gate and parking lot 
are proposed for the sec-
tion of the park that is on 
the Livermore side of the 
property. Thus sound and 
dust produced will be heard 
and seen here in the valley. 
Adding to all of this is the 
presence of Native Ameri-
can rock art on the Tesla 
property next to a proposed 
vehicle trail that would be 
unprotected to anyone who 
cared to walk 10 feet from 
their vehicle.

If off road vehicle en-
thusiasts need a new park 
there are much more viable 
candidates in the Bay Area 
than the Tesla property. For 
those who need to know 
what Tesla would look if 
the State proceeds with their 
plans, please take a short 
trip out Corral Hollow road 
and view the Tesla property, 
then drive another couple of 
miles down the canyon to 
Carnegie State OHV park 
and think about what the 
expansion of that park up 
the canyon and over into 
the Livermore Valley would 
mean to the natural land-
scape and the quality of life 
for eastern Livermore Valley 
residents.

Insensitive
Daryl Carlson
Livermore

Three members of the 
Livermore City Council and 
the Mayor left their cozy 
centrally-heated homes with 
insulation and double-paned 
windows, stuffed refrigera-
tors and full larders as well, 
coming to the chambers to 

enact a law making pov-
erty illegal. The new law 
restricting “camping” by 
homeless is insensitive and 
unkind. This “WE don’t 
want THOSE kind of people 
in OUR town” attitude is 
repulsive and offers only 
an unpleasant band-aid on 
a city open sore. If you do 
not have money for food, 
chances are pretty good you 
do not have money for bail, 
fines and court fees. 

What next Council deni-
zens—work houses or per-
haps refurbishing the old 
city jail at First Street to 
accommodate the overflow 
whose crime is having no 
home, no food and no luck?

Perhaps the council could 
create a new City Motto: 
“Livermore—the Big City 
With Little Heart” or as an 
homage to the film and pop 
song, “Livermore—The 
Town Without Pity.”

The homeless are peo-
ple—many had families, 
homes, careers and reward-
ing lives—but not any more. 
We need to reach out to these 
people and assist them. 

Homeless Camps
Patty Robins 
Livermore

This is one complicated 
situation and I appreciate 
the City Council taking it on, 
especially as it will be one 
of those half happy, half not 
happy, subjects. 

The neighbors so affected 
were heard and should be 
as they seem the most im-
pacted and concerned about 
security and cleanliness. 
Thoughtfulness is very im-
portant so Chris Wilson 
might want to offer his/her 
address to the city IF camp-
ing land is available on his/
her property. 

Homeless Response
Sheran Clark
Livermore

This letter acknowledges 
the compassion displayed by 
our City Council Member, 
Laureen Turner and Chris 
Wilson, a recent LTE con-
tributor.

Beginning a process of 
dislocating the homeless 
just doesn’t feel like the 
answer, nor does it look 
like our city leaders have 
put much thought into what 
the successful alternative 
might be. This is important. 
I respectfully request our 
Mayor Marchand to think 
about this. Rather, RE-think 
his and the council’s deci-
sion until there is a better 
alternative plan. Many will 
work with him on this. Many 
ARE working on this. Dis-
cover who they are. It should 
be apparent. It will definitely 
take a community effort.

There are many of us 
who care about the home-
less issue in Livermore, and 
are doing our best to make 
it possible for them to have 
some sort of dignity and sup-
port. Homelessness does not 
necessarily mean you are a 
“dead beat.” There are many 
reasons for the homeless 
population: some due to a 
disaster; some with illness 
that has drained funds and 
livelihood; some wounded 
mentally or physically; some 
temporarily out of work - to 
name a few. Most would 
welcome a chance at a bet-
ter life. Homelessness is not 
necessarily a choice. In fact, 
it could be you or me one 
day. Compassion rather than 
judgement seems the most 
effective way to help these 
people. And, apparently, 
“the majority” of those at-
tending the council meeting 
were “against the ordinance” 
that the council passed. The 
council decision: Puzzling.

I am disappointed in 
Mayor Marchand’s and the 
majority of the council’s 
plan to, rather than try to 
solve the homeless problem, 
ADD to the problem by giv-
ing no apparent solution. I 
give credit to the people (the 
homeless) who are resource-
ful enough to come together, 
in building a community, to 
support one another in what 
must be a very difficult way 
of life. This is their solution 
for survival.

While many Livermore 
citizens, community centers, 
and churches work hard 
to make sure these people 
are fed healthy food on a 
regular basis and housed 
during inclement weather, 
our Council chooses to work 
in the opposite direction 
to undermine these efforts 
by taking away their living 
quarters. And, where will 
they go? Does the Mayor 
and council have the solu-
tion to that. We are not the 
only city who has home-
less, and it will always be 
this way. Creative solutions 
deserve to be considered.

Many of these people 
would dearly love to change 
their way of life. Why not 
discover a way of identify-
ing those who want to: work 
with them, provide resources 
for them, and recognize the 
human beings that they are. 
This would be a good begin-
ning to making a difference.

Lastly, at this last council 
meeting, (Mayor) ‘March-
and said that he planned 
to call a summit to discuss 
ways to lift people out of 
homelessness.’ I am in hopes 
he is sincere about this and 
that our Livermore com-
munity will hold him to that 
plan.



The Independent, FEBRUARY 6, 2014 - PAGE 5

“Our emotions ranged 
from goosebumps to 
tears.”—Ken and Elaine Aubrey

presented by:
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and patriotic music of 
this pivotal time in 
America's history.
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Mike Montemerlo shows those attending the talk a concept car.

By Carol Graham
It is not fair to say that 

even the most basic car com-
ing off the lot nowadays is 
like a computer on wheels.  
It’s more like 30 computers 
on wheels.  

“There’s GPS for navi-
gating, radar for cruise con-
trol, sonar in the bumper 
for parking assistance, and 
maybe a camera,” said Mike 
Montemerlo.  “As a roboti-
cist, I don’t think car, I think 
robot.  That’s great because 
we all have robots parked in 
our garages.  The bad part 
is that instead of our robots 
driving us to work, we’re 
driving our robots to work.”

Montemerlo, a senior 
staff software engineer for 
Google’s self-driving car 
project, is helping turn that 
around. 

“In my opinion, the miss-
ing piece is software - giving 
your car the intelligence to 
make driving decisions in 
the real world,” Montemerlo 
said during his talk, “Google 
Self-Driving Car Project: A 
Glimpse of the Future,” at 
Livermore’s Bankhead The-
ater on January 28th.

The presentation opened 
with a short film showing a 
driverless car driving - from 
the car’s perspective.  The 
car drove down the freeway, 
merging and changing lanes.  
It traveled along a twisting 
mountain road, encountering 
big rigs and deer.  It entered a 
residential neighborhood in 
Mountain View, and wound 
down San Francisco’s fa-
mously crooked Lombard 
Street.  It breezed through 
a tollbooth’s FasTrak lane, 
and stopped for traffic lights 
and pedestrians.  It inched 
down Monterey’s Cannery 
Row during a crowded sum-
mer afternoon.  

“Why would you want 
a self-driving car?” asked 
Montemerlo.  “One, for 
safety.  Every year, over 
32,000 people die in traf-

fic accidents in the United 
States.  The vast majority of 
these accidents are caused 
by human error.  One third 
come from people speeding 
or driving too fast.  Another 
third are alcohol-related or 
from driving while impaired. 
And then, this is a new one 
that is starting to become 
more common: unfortu-
nately, 3,000 fatalities occur 
due to distracted driving, 
like texting while driving. 

“These numbers are even 
bigger when you look at the 
entire world, about 1.5 mil-
lion worldwide.  Anything 
that we can do to make it 
safer can save tens of thou-
sands of lives.”

Convenience is another 
factor contributing to the de-
sirability of self-driving cars 
(also called autonomous, 
driverless or robot cars). 

“The average commute 
is 26 minutes each way.  If 
your car could drive itself, 
you could do work, read 
your emails or the news-
paper, or take a nap,” said 
Montemerlo, before adding 
with a smile, “There are 
people that are doing this 
right now, but at least it 
would be safer.” 

Driverless cars would 
also increase roadway ef-
ficiency.  The typical peak 
capacity for highways is 
2,000 vehicles per hour at 
about 40 MPH, with fewer 
cars at higher speeds since 
they must travel farther 
apart. 

“Only about 15% of lane 
space is being used at peak 
capacity.  However, self-
driving cars can achieve 
safer, closer following dis-
tances,” said Montemerlo.  
“You can imagine doubling 
the road’s capacity without 
making any other changes.  
That would have a huge 
impact on traffic.”

Further, driverless cars 
allow greater access for 
people who cannot currently 

drive, for example, the el-
derly or visually impaired.  

Yet the cars of the future 
aren’t without challenges. 
Showing a photograph of a 
bustling traffic scene over-
laid with box outlines of 
what a driverless car “sees,” 
Montemerlo noted, “We take 
for granted how good we 
are at perception.  From this 
single image, we can pick 
out all the cars, see which 
ones are parked and which 
ones are moving and in what 
direction, and we can make 
predictions. ‘These cars are 
going left and right near the 
crosswalk; these cars are 
coming toward me; and that 
guy standing in the lane is 
a traffic cop, so it’s okay to 
go by him when he waves 
me through.’  This is so far 
beyond what computers are 
capable of doing right now.  
It’s a super hard question to 
deal with all the issues, and 
humans can do it all from a 
single image.”

The talk was part of the 
Bankhead’s Rae Dorough 

Speaker Series, during 
which engaging speakers 
inspire and inform audiences 
on a wide variety of subjects 
including science, health, 
adventure and entertain-
ment.   The series honors 
Rae Dorough, a respected 
Livermore resident and sup-
porter of cultural events.  All 
presentations conclude with 
a question and answer ses-
sion, followed by a speaker 
reception in the lobby.  

Granada High School 

freshman Bo Cole attended 
the talk because, he said, 
“I’m interested in cars being 
able not to need a driver to 
get around as they have for 
a century.  I was surprised 
by how many obstacles and 
difficulties there are for a 
robot to detect that humans 
can pick up at a glance.  For 
example, a worker at a con-
struction site waving cars 
through.  The hand signal 
is difficult to pick up for 
robots.”

Other challenges include 
handling difficult weather, 
like heavy rain or snow, 
navigating construction sites 
and intricate roads, and en-
countering emergency ve-
hicles. 

“You’ve got to be careful 
not to tailor your software to 
just handle things that are 
common, but also to handle 
the improbable,” explained 
Montemerlo.  

For tricky driving situ-
ations, Montemerlo point-
ed out the driverless car’s 
highly technical BRB, or 
Big Red Button.  Located on 
the center console, it allows 
a human to take over and 
operate the car manually via 
the “vestigial actuators: the 
steering wheel, gas pedal 
and brakes.”

While autonomous cars 
are not ready for mass pro-
duction just yet, improve-
ments are occurring by leaps 
and bounds.  Some reports 
suggest they will be avail-
able between 2020 and 2030, 
which isn’t soon enough to 
allow Bo Cole to skip Driv-
ers’ Ed.

“I’m not yet driving,” 
said the 14-year-old. “But 
it would be great if every-
one - including myself - 
could drive a self-driving car 
someday because it would 
reduce human error and 
make the roads safer.” 

Safety, Convenience Two Advantages of a Self-Drive Car

Benefits For Fallen He-
roes (BFF Heroes) is hold-
ing a Benefit Poker Tourna-
ment to assist the family of 
Paul Chenkobich, a retired 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Captain who passed away 
after a three year battle with 
occupational brain cancer. 

The event is scheduled 
for Saturday, March 29 from 
3 to 7 p.m. at the Livermore 
Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur 
Dr., Livermore.

Organizer Bob Bishop 
says, "Skill level is not im-
portant. I've heard people 
say, 'I'm not very good at 
poker.' Great. Come have 
fun.  All the people who 
help me with the foundation 
are volunteers. None of us 

Health care professionals and others interested in promoting healthy lifestyles met 
with Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti in a brainstorming session about how the city can better 
promote healthy lifestyles. 

The meeting Jan. 22 at City Hall drew 30 people. The group included doctors, dentists, 
chiropractors, fitness professionals, bike shop owners and others.

Sbranti told The Independent that he wanted to hear from the community about how 
Dublin could improve efforts to promote good health.

Partnering with organizations, businesses and professionals to consider events or 
new ideas is important, said Sbranti. So is helping interested parties to create their own 
network, so they can carry activities beyond the need to partner with the city for specific 
events or programs. "They were excited by that," said Sbranti.

The city has sponsored a major community event, which last year was called "Live 
Healthy Dublin." The city also will be welcoming back the Farmers Market, starting in 
April.

Among ideas proposed at the roundtable included the creation of a wellness event. It 
would be a street party, with exhibits by people who provide classes such as martial arts, 
fitness, and ballet, said city public information officer Jacqui Diaz. A wellness check booth 
for family members was another idea.

No formal action was proposed, but staff members took notes, said Diaz.

books with at least eight at 
grade level reading. When 
they have finished reading 
the books, they can select 
new books at any time from 
the classroom library. The 
classroom libraries are im-
portant, said Keller, because 
they surround the kids with 
literature.

When he served as prin-
cipal at Marylin, he and 
staff members visited other 
schools to learn what had 
been successful. He brought 
that idea to Stockton. 

Principals from two 
Stockton schools visited the 
Livermore school. A third 
will visit soon. Keller said 
there is power in similar 
schools visits. The principals 
and their teachers learned 
quite a bit.  One teacher, who 
is nationally credentialed, 
was planning on retiring 
after this school year. Af-
ter the visit to this similar 
school she decided against 
retirement, and started to 
plan what she was going to 
do differently. 

One of the principals 
decided that every teach-

BOOKS
(continue from page one)

er at her school needed to 
see what was happening at 
Marylin. She said,  “You 
have to see it to believe it. 
You can’t come back and de-
scribe everything you see.”  

One thing they learned, 
according to Keller, was 
the importance of libraries 
and kids having books in 
their hands. They decided 
they had to start  building 
classroom libraries so that 
children could be surround-
ed by fiction and nonfiction 
literature at the appropriate 
reading level.

Kids can become excited 
about learning when given 
the opportunity. Keller used 
as an example one school in 
Stockton that put books in a 
first grade class. "They kids 
started screaming. It was like 
Christmas."

To help establish class-
room libraries, Keller is col-
lecting books. "I want books, 
lots of them. I have books 
my kids have outgrown that 
I will bring in." 

People who want to do-
nate books can call him at 
209-662-9703. He will be 

happy to pick them up. He is 
looking for books students in 
K-8 can read. Sites can de-
termine what level the books 
are appropriate for. 

In addition to collecting 
books, the schools are look-
ing into writing grants to 
obtain funds to buy books. 
"However, there is a sense of 
urgency to get books as soon 
as possibly. We don't want 
to wait and hope that funds 
come," said Keller.

There are 36,000 students 
in the Stockton district. Of 
that population, 88 per-
cent are eligible for free 
or reduced lunches and 64 
percent are English lan-
guage learners. There are 
schools on the northside of 
the city that are more like 
Livermore schools, he says. 
On the southside, where he 
is working, the story is dif-
ferent. The focus will be on 
having principals from other 
schools learn from what 
Marylin has accomplished.

Keller stated, "What is 
striking in Stockton is the 
extreme poverty. It's like 
nothing I've even seen."

Dublin Looks at Ways to Advance Healthy Lifestyles

receives any compensation, 
and 100% of the profits from 
the event will go to helping 
Paul's family."

The poker tournament's 
entry donation of $100 in-
cludes $100 worth of cou-
pons to local merchants in 
addition to gaining eligi-
bility for the tournament's 
grand prize of a week-long 
Hawaiian vacation for four, 
plus $500 in gift cards from 
local merchants. Prizes will 
be awarded for five player 
teams.

Food is provided by 
Sauced, Melo's, Casa Oro-
zco and Buffalo Wild Wings. 
A full, no-host bar with 
cocktail service will also be 
available. 

Throughout 2014, BFF 
Heroes (no affiliation with 
other Fallen Heroes orga-
nizations) will continue 
to raise money for others 
through events including a 
golf tournament, 5K run, 
Wente Concert featuring 
Madison Rising, bowling 
tournament, and black tie 
dinner. Those interested can 
sign up for email notifica-
tions on the foundation's 
Web site. 

The poker tournament is 
limited to the first 50 play-
ers. Online pre-registration 
is required. 

For more information, 
visit www.bffheroes.com, or 
email info@bffheroes.com.  

Benefit Rescheduled for March 29
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Registration is  now 
open for the 36th annual 
Tri-Valley Expanding Your 
Horizons Conference to 
be held Saturday, Feb. 22, 
at the Las Positas College 
Gymnasium, 3000 Campus 
Hill Drive, Livermore. The 
deadline to register is Fri-
day, Feb. 14. The conference 
begins at 8:30 a.m.

The daylong event is 
open to girls, grades 6-9, in 
an effort to increase inter-
est and foster awareness of 
careers in math and science.

This year’s theme is 
“Building a Better Future.” 
At the conference, girls 

Las Positas College in-
vites high school seniors 
and their parents to attend 
"College Day" on the LPC 
campus Saturday, February 
8. The informational event 
will be held in the Physical 
Education Complex (Build-
ing 2500).

There will be two ses-
sions of the event with each 
presenting the same material: 
9:00 AM to 12:30 PM or 
11:00 am to 2:30 PM. The 

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory "Science 
on Saturday" on February 
8 features Lawrence Liver-
more fellow Frederico Fiuza 
and Las Gatos High School 
teacher Dan Burns. They 
will present a program on 
"Fusion Modeling: using 
big computers to understand 
one of the universe's biggest 
secrets."

Fusion energy is a pos-
sible long-term energy so-
lution to provide the energy 
needed to drive economic 
growth and social develop-
ment. Harnessing the energy 
of the Sun and stars here on 
Earth requires a detailed un-
derstanding of the behavior 
of matter at extreme temper-
ature and density conditions. 
Massive simulations, using 
up to one million computer 
processors (equivalent to 
hundreds of thousands of 

The City of Dublin is 
seeking residents from 
throughout the City to be-
come part of a new Com-
mercial Development Task 
Force. Ideally, the task force 
will be made up of residents 
who have an interest in fu-
ture development activity 
in Dublin.

The Task Force will meet 
at the Dublin Civic Center, 
located at 100 Civic Plaza, 
on dates and times to be 
determined. This 12-member 
Task Force will review and 
provide input regarding the 
following:

• Commercial and resi-
dential development activity 
to date, and future build out;

• Current General Plan 
Amendment studies to con-
vert commercial land uses;

• Characteristics of dif-

Students at last year's Expanding Your Horizons Conference participate in a science 
workshop.

Expanding Your Horizons 
Conference Registration Underway

will participate in hands-on 
workshops, a special group 
activity and a career fair. The 
conference also provides 
young women opportunities 
to meet and interact with 
positive role models who are 
actively engaged in math- 
and science-related careers.

For parents, there is a 
two-and-a-half hour work-
shop on college planning, 
academic requirements, fi-
nancial aid and transferring 
to a four-year university. 
Registration is required. Par-
ents may register online at 
http://tveyh.org or by mail-
ing in the registration form.

For more information on 
the conference and to reg-
ister on-line, go to the Web 
at www.tveyh.org. Contact 
the EYH Hotline tveyh@
llnl.gov or call 925-422-
2453 for questions. Local 
organizations or businesses 
interested in donating or par-
ticipating may email tveyh@
llnl.gov.

The conference is co-
ordinated by Lawrence 
Livermore National Secu-
rity, LLC, Sandia National 
Laboratories/California, Las 
Positas College and the 
Association of University 
Women.

Science on Saturday Looks at Fusion Modeling
laptops working simultane-
ously), play a critical role 
in this research. They allow 
us to test different theories 
and explore different fusion 
approaches, such as “fast 
ignition” of the fusion fuel. 
The program will include a 
discussion concerning the 
challenges associated with 
fusion modeling, and how 
the computational resources 
and advanced computer 
graphics at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory help to create a minia-
ture Sun on Earth.

Two presentations are of-
fered at 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. 
The lectures are free. They 
will be held in the Bankhead 
Theater, located at 2400 
First St. in Livermore.  

Lectures and demonstra-
tions are targeted to middle 
and high school students. 
The lectures are sponsored 

by LLNL's Science Educa-
tion Program. Seating is on 
a first-come basis. There is 
no pre-registration.

T h e  l e c t u r e  s e r i e s 
also will be available via 
livestream at http://new.
livestream.com/Livermo-
reLab. There will be the 
ability to pose questions to 
the presenters and engage 
in chat live with the event. 
A student worksheet outlin-
ing each talk will soon be 
available on the Science on 
Saturday website at http://
education.llnl.gov/students/
science-on-Saturday.

For more information 
about Science on Saturday, 
directions and a map, go to 
the Web http://education.
llnl.gov/students/science-
on-saturday/ or contact 
Richard Farnsworth, (925) 
422-5059, or e-mail farn-
sworth1@llnl.gov.

Las Positas to Host 'College Day'
sessions will feature faculty 
presentations about majors 
and transfer academic pro-
grams. Before and during 
both sessions, there will be 
information tables about 
student and other campus 
services. There will also be 
campus tours and a barbecue 
lunch.

Attendees are asked to 
respond online to indicate 
the number of individuals 

attending and to make a ses-
sion and lunch reservation. 
As a community service, 
campus parking is free for 
this event. To RSVP for 
"College Day," or for more 
information, please visit: 
www.laspositascollege.edu/
studentservices/collegeday.
php or contact Ms. Julie 
Thornburg at 925-424-1406. 

Las Positas College is 
located at 3000 Campus Hill 
Drive, Livermore.

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Jamie Skillen,  Reese Melchior and Samantha Valdez are organizing events to raise 
funds for a Free the Children program. Pictured below is one of the events, a golf 
tournament held at the Springtown Golf Course.

By Carol Graham
Granada High School 

teacher Sommer Newkirk 
has a message for her lead-
ership students. 

"These kids amaze me. 
They give me hope for the 
future," she said.  "I have 
always truly believed in 
the quote from Margaret 
Meade, 'Never doubt that 
a small group of thought-
ful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, 
it's the only thing that ever 
has.'  These kids are the 
epitome of this. I don't 
think I have met a group 
of people more dedicated 
to selfless acts than I have 
with these kids."

Three such students are 
learning firsthand not only 
about hardships faced by 
others around the world, 
but also that they can work 
hard to make a significant 
difference in those lives.

"We took up the water 
well project that last year's 
leadership students had 
started," said senior Reese 
Melchior.  "I knew a little 
about the water problems 
in Ghana, but I didn't know 
it was as bad as it is.  We 
were like, 'Something as 
simple as water that we 
drink every day but people 
don't have!'  I sit there too 
lazy to go get a glass of 
water from the fridge when 
they have to walk miles to 
get it." 

Sophomore Jamie Skil-
len added, "Young girls 
have to walk for hours in 
hot weather and dangerous 
places to get water for the 
entire village. Once they 
finally get there, they can't 
even drink it because it's 
dirty.  They have to carry 
it back, and water is heavy.  
Then they have to go do it 
all again the next day."

To better understand 
how it feels not to be able 
to drink at any time, Reese, 
Jamie and senior Samantha 
Valdez decided to go on a 
12-hour fluid fast. 

"I did not know how 
hard it would be," said 
Reese.  "I usually bring a 
water bottle to school, but 
I didn't realize how many 
times I reach for it through-
out the day.  I wanted to 
cheat and take one little 
sip. If we can't handle it for 
12 hours, I can't imag-
ine what they have to go 
through over there."

Jamie understood.  "The 
very last half hour, I lay 
down and stared at the ceil-

ing, accepting my fate.  It 
was really bad.  Then you 
finally get water and it is 
just the best thing!"

The three students are 
working with the interna-
tional charity organization 
Free The Children, whose 
primary goals are to free 
children from poverty and 
exploitation while simul-
taneously freeing young 
people from the idea that 
they are powerless to bring 
about positive change. 

"On the day of the water 
fast, we cut water bottles 
in half and went to vari-
ous classrooms explaining 
our cause and asking for 
donations," said Samantha.  
"We got a lot of support.  If 
we saw friends, they'd go, 
'Here's a five.'"

The group had hoped 
to raised $50. Instead 
they made nearly $500. 
That money was added 
to an account that began 
with $700 from last year's 
students, and has already 
grown to $3,200 this year.  
The students are hoping to 
reach their goal of $5,000 
by June, which will en-
able Free The Children to 
provide water for a village 
by means of a borehole 
or well, a hand-pump or 
catchment system, or by 
piping water in. 

On Wednesday, Febru-
ary 12th, Patxi's Pizza will 
support the student's efforts 
by donating 10% of the 
day's sales.  All are invited 
to participate, and custom-
ers need not bring fliers to 
Patxi's, which is located 
between the Livermore 
Cinemas and the Bankhead 
Theater.  

"We also held a Septem-
ber car wash in the IHOP 
parking lot that raised 
$850," said Samantha.  
"We had to go out and find 
a location.  A lot of busi-
nesses turned us down.  It 
was getting rough.  We had 
to visit the sanitation center 
because you have to use 
recycled water.  We had to 
buy supplies.  But it was 
definitely worth it at the 
end of the day."

Other fundraisers have 
included a Granada Bowl 
event and a golf tourna-
ment at Springtown Golf 
Course.  "Jason Cain at 
Springtown Golf was very, 
very kind," said Jamie.  
"From the moment I called 
him, he was willing to help 
us and he even gave us 
business ideas."

The group recently 
launched Mats Café, so-
named after the Granada 
Matadors. The Cafe takes 
place before boys and girls 
basketball games.  Upcom-
ing Mats Café dates are 
February 7th and 14th, 
starting at 4:30 in the Stu-
dent Union. 

"We wanted to create 
a cool coffeehouse where 
you can go relax and chill 
before the game," said 
Reese.

Jamie asked, "Have 
you ever watched Friends? 
That's kind of the appeal 
we want to have.  Then 
after the game, we want 
to pump it up and make it 
a little party.  We'll have 
Costco pizza and bring out 
the karaoke machine."

Samantha, Jamie 
and Reese comprise the 
International Leadership 
team that is one third of the 
umbrella group, "Granada 
Kids For Change," which 
started when leadership 
students expressed a desire 
to participate in more out-
reach programs.  The other 
two groups include the 
School-wide Leadership 
committee, which helps 
plan campus activities like 
homecoming and Granada 
Idol, and the Local Leader-
ship committee, which 
organizes community 
benefits, like canned food 
drives and the Polar Plunge 
Special Olympics.

"As teachers, we 
obviously have the job of 
teaching students academic 
skills, but we also need to 
teach them to be effective 
citizens in an ever-chang-
ing, globalized world," said 
Newkirk, who co-teaches 
leadership classes with 
Erika Codelli.  "My hope is 
that they take all the skills 
they have learned, and in-
spire others to do the same, 
to seek change and prog-
ress for the world they live 
in. Their dedication and 
enthusiasm is inspirational.  
I'm so proud of them."

That appreciation is re-
ciprocated.  "Newkirk and 
Codelli are the biggest part 
of leadership," said Jamie.  
"They will do absolutely 
anything for you."

"They definitely push 
us forward," added Reese.  
"They have been the magic 
carpet lifting us up."

To learn more, visit 
www.facebook/ghsinterna-
tional.  

Granada High Students 
Raising Funds to Finance 
Water Project in Africa

ferent types of commercial 
centers and the economics 
of developing such centers;

• Economic viability of 
the commercial opportunity 
sites; and

• Community design con-
siderations.

It is estimated that the 
Task Force will meet for 
a total of four, two-hour 
sessions over a four-month 
period, beginning in April. 
Additional meetings may 
be added, if necessary, to 
complete the work within 
the defined time frame.

The City Council will 
recommend and confirm ap-
pointments. The Task Force 
appointees will serve for the 
entire four-month period. It 
is anticipated that the ap-
pointments will be made at 
the March 18, 2014, City 

Council meeting with the 
first meeting convening in 
April 2014.

Individuals interested in 
serving on the Commercial 
Development Task Force 
must complete an applica-
tion form. An online form 
is available, or a hard copy 
form may be obtained by 
contacting the City Clerk’s 
Office at 833-6650. You may 
mail the application to - City 
of Dublin, Attn. City Clerk, 
100 Civic Plaza, Dublin, 
CA 94568. Or email the ap-
plication to caroline.soto@
dublin.ca.gov.

All applications must be 
received by the City Clerk’s 
Office by end of day on 
Wednesday, February 19, 
2014. Fax or Postmarks will 
not be accepted.

Dublin Taking Applications for 
Commercial Development Task Force
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Pool Service

 

•  weekly Pool Maintenance
•  Filter Cleaning
•  Equipment Installation & Repair
•  Pool Inspections

Residential & Commerical

(925) 577-7111

Sparkle poolSparkle pool

The Sochi Olympics opening ceremonies can be seen at 
the Vine Cinema and Alehouse on Fri., Feb. 7.

The ceremonies begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Vine is located at 1722 First Street in downtown 

Livermore. For information, visit www.vinecinema.com.

By Carol Graham
Forget that the Seahawks 

and Broncos were going 
through their playbooks 
and holding last minute 
walk-through practices at 
MetLife Stadium. The real 
action on February 1st was 
at Livermore High School 
as dads of students attending 
Leo Croce Elementary and 
Altamont Creek Elementary 
faced off for the sixth year to 
see who would gain control 
of the coveted Dads' Flag 
Football trophy.

"It's a traveling trophy, 
so the winning team gets to 
display it in their school's 
trophy case," said Monica 
Baucke. "Each school also 
has a team photo in their tro-
phy case. One year, we were 
late displaying the picture 
and the dads were giving us 
a hard time. It's a point of 
pride for them."

"Monica started the tra-
dition of printing out team 
pictures every year and 
giving them to the dads as 
a thank you," said Dixie 
Devros, before whispering 
with mock urgency, "We 
better get those pictures out 
STAT!"

The competition is all in 
good fun - and for a good 
purpose. It started six years 
ago when then-PTA Presi-
dent Monica noticed that at 
school events like Back to 
School Night or Open House 
all the dads would just fol-
low the moms around. She 
wanted to find a way to get 
the dads plugged in, so she 
turned to her husband for 
ideas. 

"The only way you can 
get dads involved is with 
a game," said Phil Baucke, 
who helped organize the 
first Dads Flag Football 
game. "It's neat because it's a 
constantly rolling thing; new 
parents keep coming in, and 
then you'll see the same par-
ents again in middle school 
and high school." 

When the Bauckes' chil-
dren left elementary school 
two years ago, Monica 
passed the torch to Dixie, 
who organizes the Croce 
Cheetahs team, and Tina 
Sanders, who organizes the 
Altamont Creek Wildcats.

"This could not have 
continued if I wasn't able 
to hand it off to two very 
committed families," said 
Monica. "They took it and 

Pleasanton Partnership 
in Education Foundation 
(PPIE) announces online 
registration has opened at 
www.ppierun.com for the 
2nd Annual “Pleasanton 
Run for Education,” tak-
ing place Sunday April 13, 
2014. 

Track and Field
Athenian Athletics Track Club 

invites athletes ages 7-18 to participate 
in fall and winter practice sessions 
to prepare for the 2014 Track and 
Field season as well as training for 
the upcoming Winter season series of 
competitions at Cal Berkeley and Los 
Gatos High School. 

Practices will be held on a volun-
tary/drop-in basis Monday through 
Friday. Club participants will have the 
option of competing for either (or both) 
AAU and USATF Track and Field 
events. For practice time and location, 
please visit facebook page, and group 
under Athenian Athletics.Any ques-
tions please feel free to contact Coach 
Rik Richardson at 925-518-9356 or 
e-mail atheniantrack@hotmail.com. 

Bocce Kits for Rent
The Livermore Area Recreation 

and Park District is making bocce ball 
kits available for rent to the public.

Bocce ball kits can be checked out 
for a week at a time from the Robert 
Livermore Community Center. The 
kits are available at the front counter 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Rental for one week is $20, plus 
a $40 refundable deposit by credit 
card or cash – a total of $60. The $40 
deposit is refundable if equipment is 
returned in good condition.

The Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center is located at 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. Bothwell Park is located 
at 2466 Eighth St., Livermore. For 
more information, call 925-373-5700.

Half Marathon
The new Livermore Half Marathon 

will run on March 29, 2014, according 
to event producer Project Sport.

Runners will pass through down-
town, into the vineyards and finish on 
First Street.

The 13.1 mile run will be followed 
by a downtown festival of local winer-
ies, craft beer, artisan chefs, specialty 

Recently the Level 9 and 10 boys gymnastics teams 
from West Coast Olympic Gymnastics Academy 
(WCOGA) competed in two more meets, the Stanford 
Open and the Mas Watanabe Invitational in Elk Grove . 
The Level 9 team, comprised of Zion English, Bennett 
Huang and Scott Mackanic, took first place as a team 
at both meets. At Stanford, with 66 level 9 competitors, 
Bennett Huang earned 1st All-Around, Scott Mackanic 
earned 3rd and Zion English took 6th place (3rd in his 
age-bracket).  The Level 10 team, comprised of Wesley 
Estrada, Nikita Latman, Andrew Herrador, Chris Seibel, 
Tommy Mistretta and Yianni Constantanides, took 2nd 
place as a team at the Stanford Open and earned 1st 
place at Mas Watanabe.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Monte Vista High School remained undefeated in EBAL 
women's varsity soccer action with a 2 to 1 victory over 
Livermroe High School on Jan. 30.

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Fourth-grader Jazmin Lee 
sang the National Anthem. 
At left, students wear their 
colors.

ran with it. They put their 
own brand on it and grew it. 
I couldn't even find a parking 
place here today!"

With about 50 fathers 
playing this year, it was the 
largest turnout ever. Croce 
fourth-grader Jazmin Lee 
opened the game with the 
national anthem. "It was 
beautiful," said Dixie. "Her 
dad has been playing for 
several years."

On the track circling 
Livermore High School's 
football field, children with 
game-day face paint threw 
mini footballs, hula hooped, 
and ate ice cream. 

"The kids really love that 
their dads are playing. They 

get super excited about it," 
said Dixie. "It shows the kids 
that their dads aren't afraid to 
get involved, that they want 
to represent the school in a 
good, positive way, and it's 
setting a good example. It's 
accomplishing what Phil 
wanted it to, which was 
creating connections among 
the dads."

It also opens the door for 
dads to continue being in-
volved in other school-based 
events. "Because we've got-
ten to know them, we can 
say, 'Hey, how would you 
like to help us with the Hal-
loween Carnival barbeque, 
Dad?'" added Dixie. 

From its first year, Mon-

ica knew they were on to 
something. "When we had 
Back to School nights after 
the games, I wouldn't even 
see Phil. Before, he'd follow 
me around like a little duck. 
But after, I wouldn't see him 
the whole night. He'd say, 
'Oh, there's my teammate, 
I'm going to go talk to him.' 
All the dads kind of congre-
gate together because now 
they know other people on 
campus."

Saturday's final score 
was Croce -35, Altamont 
Creek - 24. 

"Croce has won four of 
the six games," said Phil, 
with a laugh. "Somehow the 
dads remember that stuff."

This event - presented 
by Club Sport Pleasanton – 
starts and finishes at the Al-
ameda County Fairgrounds 
and includes a half marathon 
(13.1 miles), 5k (3.1 miles), 
a kids challenge for ages 12 
& under, and much more. 
Following the race, partici-
pants and spectators enjoy 
food, fun and entertainment 
at the post-race Expo.

“Last year’s event attract-
ed 1,800 participants and 
over 2,400 people including 
spectators,” said PPIE Run 
for Education Chairman 
Kelly French. “We had sea-
soned runners, beginners, 
and multiple generations of 
families who walked the 5K 
together.”

Also attending were 
school district employees, 
who always enjoy a dis-
count when they register 
for the race. “It’s important 
that everyone connected to 
education in Pleasanton feel 
they can come out and enjoy 
the day,” French explained.

New this year will be 
freshly designed and certi-
fied courses, pre-race train-
ing opportunities with Club-

Sport, and an expanded 
Expo area.

“The race’s success relies 
on generous sponsors and 
volunteers to ensure 100% 
of the proceeds raised from 
the event go straight to PPIE 
and in turn, directly to our 
youth,” French said, noting 
that the $58,000 raised from 
last year’s inaugural run 
went directly to the schools.

 To register and learn 
more, log onto www.ppie-
run.org. There you’ll also 
find Sponsor opportunities, 
Pre-Race training group 
information, and informa-
tion on how to participate in 
the post-race Expo. To learn 
more about PPIE Founda-
tion, visit www.ppie.org or 
find Pleasanton Partnerships 
in Education on Facebook.

PPIE is a non-profit, 
501(c)3 foundation that sup-
ports all schools in the Pleas-
anton Unified School Dis-
trict. Since 1987, PPIE has 

raised over $4 million dol-
lars to the schools through 
corporate partner donations, 
special events, and com-
munity-based fundraising 
efforts. Funds raised by 
PPIE go to support critical 
programs for our students 
that have been threatened in 
recent years by state budget 
cuts, and to fund projects 
enhancing educational ex-
cellence for all students.

Olympic Opening Ceremonies 
to Be Shown at Vine Cinema

Registration Begins for Pleasanton Run for Education

Schools Battle in Annual Flag Football Game

boutique shopping and live music. 
Registration for the Livermore 

Half Marathon is underway. Entry will 
approach its full price of $89 as race day 
nears. Register at runlivermore.com.

West Coast Tryouts
The West Coast Soccer Club will 

be holding competitive youth soccer 
tryouts for the upcoming 2014 season.  
Boys and girls at all ages and skill levels 
are welcome.  Tryouts began January 
26 for the younger players and continue 
through April 13 for those in older age 
groups.  Please visit website for age 
group dates and to pre-register.  http://
westcoastsoccerclub.com/team-news/
register-now-for-west-coast-tryouts/

Register for U14 
Spring Water Polo

The Livermore LAZERS, a USA 
Water Polo (USWP) club presented 
by the Livermore Area Parks and 
Recreation District that encourages 
high standards of play and good sports-
manship, is accepting sign-ups for the 
Spring Session, which runs from Feb. 
24-May 16. All experience levels are 
welcome; new boys and girls will be 
asked to complete a swim test and 
must be able to swim two laps (50 
yards) without stopping. As a USWP 
club team, all practices and tourna-
ments will be sanctioned, requiring 
all participants to be registered with 
USWP. For more information on sign-
ups, call LARPD at 925-373-5700, or 
visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us. For more 
information about the LAZERS, visit 
http://lazerswaterpolo.weebly.com or 
e-mail lazerswp@gmail.com

Mavericks FastPitch
The Mavericks FastPitch 12U 

Livermore team is still looking for a 
few more girls to round out the roster 
for 2014. Focus for this coming year 
is player development, play time and 
team growth as an A-team.  To schedule 

a private tryout or to learn more about 
the Mavericks organization please 
contact us at MavericksFastPitch@
hotmail.com or visit www.mavericks-
fastpitch.com.

Girls Basketball
Watch basketball on  TV30. The 

local channel will broadcast its second 
of five games this season, Redwood 
Christian at Valley Christian High 
School girls basketball game taking 
place on Thursday, February 6 at 
Valley Christian. This is the first year 
that TV30 will be highlighting girls 
basketball games.  The game will be 
tape delayed and may be viewed on 
Comcast TV Channel 30 and AT&T 
U-verse via Channel 99 as well as 
streaming on the TV30 website at 
www.tv30.org.

The game will air multiple times 
including Saturday, February 8 at 7 
p.m. For complete air dates and times 
visit the Tri-Valley TV website at www.
tv30.org or watch when it's convenient 
by going to tv30.org and use our free 
Video on Demand service.  DVDs of 
the games may also be purchased by 
going to the website.

Play by play and color announcing 
will include TV30 sports personalities 
Ian Bartholomew, George Dr. “B” 
Baljevich, and Tim Sbranti.  Interviews 
during the game will include coaches, 
principals, players, students, and more.

 

Some of the action during the game.
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7986 Tesla Road, Livermore
www.garrewinery.com

Valentine Dinner  
at Café Garré 

February 14 & 15
Romantic four-course dinner  

paired with Garré wines.   
Reservations Required
925-371-8200

Sweetheart Wine  
Special & Raffle!

Feb. 7, 8, & 9
Hours: 12:00-4:30pm 

1356 S. Livermore Ave.
(925) 447-8941
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Featuring 
A 

Selection Of
coffee-crusted  

Beef Tenderloin,

White Miso-crusted
Pacific Halibut or

roasted Game Hen

$55 per person 
Plus Tax/Gratuity

Friday,
FeBruary 

14TH
5PM-8PM

Four course 
Gourmet

Prix Fixe Menu

Valentine’s Day
at Porter’s Restaurant

Don't 
Forget 

Valentine's 
Day:

Friday, 
February 14

Truly Warm Italian  
Atmosphere

4040 East Avenue, Livermore 
www.terramialivermore.com

book your 
vaLenTIne’s DInner 

aT Terra MIa
Traditional Italian 
3 course menu 

reservaTIons requIreD
CaLL now  

(925) 456-3333

Treat Your Sweetheart  
To A Valentine’s Dinner

Livermore Cinemas
THE MONUMENTS MEN (pg13) dlp 12:00 1:00 3:00 4:00 6:00 7:00 9:00 9:55
lEgO MOviE (pg) dlp-cc     12:05 2:25 4:45 7:05 9:25
lEgO MOviE (pg) dlp-DBOX     2D-1:05 5:50  3D-3:25 8:10
vaMpirE acaDEMy (pg13) dlp      12:50 3:50 6:40 9:10
riDE alONg (pg13) dlp     12:00 2:25 4:50 7:15 9:50
THaT aWKWarD MOMENT (R) dlp     1:25 4:35 7:25 9:55
jacK ryaN: SHaDOW rEcrUiT (pg13) dlp    12:50 3:50 6:50 9:25
THE NUT jOB (pg) dlp       12:10 2:20 4:25 6:40
THE WOlf Of Wall STrEET (R) dlp        8:50
frOzEN (pg) dlp       12:00 2:40 5:20 8:00
frOzEN SiNg-a-lONg (pg) dlp             12:30
lONE SUrvivOr (R) dlp       3:35 6:40 9:45 
aMEricaN HUSTlE (R) dlp      1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50 
laBOr Day (pg13) dlp       12:45 4:20 7:00 9:40
OpENS WED, fEB. 12TH:  rOBOcOp (pg13) dlp-DBOX   1:10 3:55 6:50 9:35
prEviEWS THU, fEB. 13TH:  aBOUT laST NigHT, ENDlESS lOvE, WiNTEr’S TalE

The Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District rec-
reation division is offering 
the following programs be-
ginning in February. To sign 
up for these or other LARPD 
programs, visit www.larpd.
org, call 925-373-5700 or 
visit the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 
East Ave.

Sports Fitness: Get ac-
tive and practice the basics 
of multiple sports in tradi-
tional cardio workouts and 
general sport techniques. 
This program concentrates 
on fun, teamwork and sports-
manship with focuses on 
basketball, soccer, football 
and more. Youth will also 
play games such as dodge-
ball, capture the flag and 
obstacle courses. Ages 8 to 
9, 3:15 p.m., Feb. 19-March 
19; ages 10 to 12, 4:05 p.m., 
Feb., 19-March 19. 

Pee Wee Sports Stars: 
This class introduces chil-
dren to six different sports: 
basketball, baseball, hockey, 
soccer, football and disc golf. 
Each day features a differ-
ent sport with drills and fun 
games. Little sports stars will 
acquire the confidence and 
knowledge to enjoy these 

sports. Ages 3 to 5, 9 a.m. 
Feb. 22-March 22.

School’s Out Sports 
Bout: No school for the day? 
Bring your child to the Rob-
ert Livermore Community 
Center where staff will lead 
participants through various 
sports and fun games to keep 
your child active on their day 
off – all for a new low price 
of $20. Ages 5 to 12, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Feb. 17.

Youth Basketball League: 
LARPD’s new league teach-
es beginners the basics of 
the game. The league will 
include instruction and prac-
tice for 30 minutes plus 
30 minutes of games. Six 
games. Cost includes an 
LARPD jersey. Ages 7 to 
8, 9 a.m. Feb. 22-March 29. 
Ages 5 to 6, 10:15 a.m., Feb. 
22-March 29.

 Family Fun Drop-In: 
Come enjoy fun and games 
with your young ones – 
LARPD provides the equip-
ment, you drop in and play. 
Offerings include jump 
house, basketball, football, 
soccer, T-ball, scooters and 
much more. Wed., 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. $3/child.

Adult Volleyball League: 
Join this coed league for 

only $315 per team. Games 
begin Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
with six weeks of play plus 
playoffs. Games are held 
at 7, 8 or 9 p.m. at Robert 
Livermore Community Cen-
ter gymnasium. Deadline to 
register is Feb. 4.

Intro to Theatre: Children 
learn the basics of theater, 
taking directions and how 
a theater functions. This 
program consists of theater 
games, mini-monologues, 
vocal warm-ups and physi-
cal action. Ages 3 to 6, 4 to 
5 p.m., Feb. 6-June 10. 

 Yoga for Preschoolers: 
Children can bcome stron-
ger, balance better, stretch, 
breathe and relax. This class 
offers 30 minutes of non-
competitive, adventurous 
and immersive fun. Practice 
yoga poses, breathing and 
appreciation for each other. 
Ages 3 to 5, 9:30 a.m., Feb. 
18-March 25.

Basic Magic: Is your 
child timid or shy in front of 
people – or a true performer? 
Help your child discover 
magic while building con-
fidence through this age-
old art. Props are included. 
Students also learn to make 
two balloon animals. Ages 

6 to 12, 9 to 11 a.m. Feb. 8. 
Adult Line Dancing: Line 

dancing is a great way to 
exercise and also improve 
coordination, flexibility and 
balance while learning a 
variety of fun dances. Differ-
ent skill levels are offered. 
Feb. 11-March 11, 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. 

Stained Glass Class: This 
program is ideal for individ-
uals who want to find time 
for creativity. Learn to cut 
glass and produce a stained 
glass piece using the copper 
foil or lead method of manu-
facturing. This is a great 
way to make quick gifts. All 
materials included. Ages 12 
and up, noon, Feb. 22.

Hands-on Microsoft Ex-
cel: Next Step: Become 

proficient and improve the 
way you use powerful tools 
to analyze and communicate 
data. Discover how to quick-
ly and efficiently create 

graphs, wrap text, merge and 
center cells, freeze columns 
and rows, plus more. A take-
home manual is provided. 
Feb. 11, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

 

Park District Offers Variety of Programs in February



grandsons Kellen (Jennifer) 
and Aaron Parker, as well as 
many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death 
by her husband of 57 years, 
Roy, son Jay, brother Samuel 
and sister Barbara.

 A family and friends 
gathering to celebrate 
Grace's life will be held at 
a later date. In lieu of flow-
ers, contributions to Grace’s 
favorite charities; St. Jude’s 
Hospital, American Cancer 
Society and Hope Hospice, 
will be greatly appreciated. 

Sandra Rose Taylor 
Sandra Rose Taylor (San-

dra Dimmick), 73, of Trinity 
Center, California, passed 
away Saturday, January 18, 
2014.

She was born to the late 
W i l d a s 
Comstock 
H o r t o n 
a n d  A l -
ton Dim-
mick, July 
7 ,  1 9 4 0 
i n  M t . 
Ve r n o n , 
Washing-

ton.  Sandy graduated from 
Arcata High School in 1958 
where she met her husband 
of 55 years, James Allen 
Taylor.

 Sandy married James 
on September 21, 1958 in 
Arcata, California.  They 
lived in many places around 
the world during James’ 
prestigious career in the 
Army, ultimately settling in 
Trinity Center, California.  
She was a proud employee 
of Ford Motor Company 
for 15 years. Sandy loved 

held Saturday, February 8, 
2:00 p.m. at Einan’s Funeral 
Home in Richland. A lun-
cheon for family and friends 
will follow.

The family invites you 
to express your thoughts 
and memories in the online 
Guest Book at www.einans-
funeralhome.com.

Grace Mullins
1927 - 2014

With family at her side, 
Grace passed away Janu-
ary 27, 2014 after a lengthy 
hospitalization. Her wit, en-

ergy and 
s t r o n g -
w i l l e d 
spirit will 
be missed 
t r e m e n -
dously by 
her fam-
i l y  a n d 
f r i e n d s .
G r a c e 

was raised on the DiGior-
gio Ranch in Arvin, CA, 
and moved to Oakland after 
marrying her husband, Roy, 
and graduating from COP 
(now known as UOP). She 
began her teaching career 
at Brookfield Village in 
Oakland. Grace and Roy 
moved to Livermore in the 
early 1950’s with the wave 
of new-hires at the Liver-
more Radiation Laboratory. 
Grace continued teaching in 
later years and retired from 
Jackson Avenue Elementary 
School in Livermore.

 A Livermore resident 
for 60 years, Grace was a 
member of SIRettes and 
the Jackson Avenue Re-
tirees group. She was an 
avid traveler and enjoyed 
journaling the adventures 
she shared with Roy before 
his death in 2006. Reading, 
gardening, attending her 
weekly exercise class, and 
spending time with friends 
and family filled her days 
until her hospitalization. She 
was delighted to welcome a 
granddaughter-in-law, Jen-
nifer, to the family in Sep-
tember 2013.

 Grace is survived by 
her daughter, Marigrace 
(Ron) Parker, brother John 
(Jerilyn) Weeks and beloved 

Irene Shaw 
Irene Shaw passed away 

on January 24, 2014. She 
was born on January 2, 1931 

i n  t h e 
Bronx, 
N e w 
York. 

S h e 
gradu-
a t e d 
f r o m 
B r o n x 
Vo c a -
t i o n a l 

High School in 1949. After 
high school she worked at 
the A&P for several years 
before pursuing a career in 
business. She and her hus-
band moved to California in 
1959 where they first took 
up residence in Southern 
California for 32 years be-
fore retiring in Grass Val-
ley, California in 1991. She 
enjoyed 20 years of retire-
ment with her husband, Wil-
lard. They were long time 
members of the Roamin’ 
Angels car club and took 
great pride in charity work 
through the Salvation Army. 
She loved traveling, social 
events, hosting parties for 
friends and neighbors and 
especially time spent with 
her children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
Irene also enjoyed the many 
friendships she developed 
through the T.O.P.S. Orga-
nization. 

She is preceded in death 
by her husband of 49 years, 
Willard J. Shaw, their son, 
Thomas Glynn Shaw, and 
her sister Helen Walsh of 
Long Island, NY. She is 
survived by her children 
Fred Maass of Queens, NY; 
Chris Maass of Monroe, 
NY; daughter and son-in-law 
Lorraine and Gary Capley of 
Nipomo, California; Sherri 
Shaw of Redwood City, 
California; Barbara Robert-
son of Fullerton, California. 
Grandchildren Nichole Hal-
ley and her husband Brett 
Halley of Nipomo, CA; 
Gerrad Capley and his wife 
Justine Capley of La Habra, 
CA; Erin Capley of Burbank, 
CA ; Bryan, Andy, Thomas, 
Diane, Richard and Erik 
Maass of New York. Great 
grandchildren Chad Halley 
(10), Sydnie Halley (8), 
Gunnar Capley (3 months), 
Lylah Maass (7), Adam 
Maass (3) and Carter Maass 
(5) of Bronx, New York. 

 Irene made friends easily 
wherever she went. She took 
a trip to Oberlin, Kansas this 
past August with 18 family 
members from California 
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2177 Las Positas Ct, Ste. K, Livermore CA 94551

(925) 454-1974
www.neptune-society.com

Sam Miller, Branch Director
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Obituary/ 
Memoriam Policies

Obituaries are published in The Independent 
at no charge. There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families 

want to honor the memories 
of their loved ones. There is a charge for 

memoriam ads, based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to  
editmail@compuserve.com

to celebrate her sister-in-
law’s 90th birthday. She 
was always up for a new 
adventure and never missed 
a nail appointment. She had 
a wonderful holiday with 
her family and friends and 
got to meet her newest great 
grandson, Gunnar, this past 
Thanksgiving. She will for-
ever live in our hearts and in 
all who knew her. 

 A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 8, 2014 at 12:00p.m. at 
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 
East Avenue in Livermore, 
California, followed by a 
Celebration of Life at Heri-
tage Estates, 900 E. Stanley 
Blvd., also in Livermore. 

Contributions may be 
made to Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation in memory of 
Irene Shaw, 900 E. Stanley 
Blvd., #123, Livermore, 
CA 94550; Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation, 6831 Arlington 
Road, Suite 200, Bethesda, 
MD, 20814. (800) 344-4823, 
www.cff.org 

Donald McNutt
Donald McNutt, also 

known as “Sturgeon Don” 
to family and friends, passed 
away at home in Richland. 
His short battle with cancer 
ended January 26, 2014. He 
was proud to say that he did 
all that was asked of him to 
be able to have a few extra 
months with his family and 
close friends.

Don was born May 28, 
1946 in Livermore, CA, to 
Odis and Jewel Dean Mc-
Nutt. His siblings included 
two sisters (Diane and Jenni-
fer) and four brothers (Roy, 
Grady, Danny, and Robert). 
Don was raised and schooled 
in Livermore. At 17 he 
joined the Laborers Union 
working in heavy construc-
tion and home building. In 
1974 after 2-1/2 years as an 
apprentice carpenter, he was 
proud to become a journey-
man carpenter.

Don and Cheryl Camp-
bell were married March 
1967 in Livermore, CA, 
where they resided until 
moving to Benton City, WA 
in 1982. They would have 
celebrated their 47th wed-
ding anniversary March 4. 
Don continued as a jour-
neyman carpenter with Lo-
cal 59, working in various 
commercial jobs. He retired 
January 2012 after many 
years with Bechtel National 
at the Vitrification plant.

Don enjoyed quality time 
with his two grandchildren 
(Addison and Caden) by 

driving them to school each 
morning (after retirement); 
instructing them on the how 
to/safety of “yard work;" at-
tending their various sports 
activities; and the routine 
sleep-overs on weekends. 
On occasion you could  see 
these three on a bike ride 
with Don in the lead, Addi-
son in the middle, and Caden 
bringing up the rear.

Don’s passions were put-
tering in his yard, constantly 
tweaking the landscaping; 
betting on the ponies with 
his life-long friend Bob Sou-
za and his son-in-law; and 
in his boat on the Columbia 
River a short distance from 
the Columbia Pointe boat 
launch fishing only for stur-
geon. The past several years 
were fished (sometimes it 
was mostly talk as no fish 
came home) with his dear 
friends and fishing “buds” 
Patrick Casey and Kent Bell. 
The special bond he had with 
his brother-in-law Monte 
meant a lot.

Don is survived by his 
wife Cheryl McNutt; son 
Scott (Rebecca) - grand-
children Preston, Roman, 
and Jonathan; daughter Kim 
(Mark) Pettit - grandchildren 
Addison and Caden; sisters 
Diane McNutt and Jennifer 
Thomas; brothers Grady 
and Robert; brother-in-law 
Monte Campbell; aunt and 
uncle June and Dave Mont-
gomery; life-long friends 
Bob and Linda Souza; and 
many nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

Don was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
brothers Roy and Danny.

The family wishes to 
express sincere gratitude to 
Traci, Julie, and Chaplain 
Paul of the Hospice at The 
Chaplaincy for Don’s com-
fort and wonderful care; 
and to Dr. Basir Haque, 
Soumya Donohoe, and on-
cology nurses Val, Diane, 
and, Brandy of the Tri-Cities 
Cancer Center.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial gifts may be made to 
Hospice at The Chaplaincy, 
Kennewick, or the Tri-Cities 
Cancer Center.

Funeral services will be 

traveling; she went on an-
nual jeep trips with their 
Trinity Center friends, her 
high school girl friends, and 
her sister and nieces. She 
spent most of her time with 
her children, grandchildren, 
her dog Tedde and shopping.

While Sandy might have 
been considered a quiet and 
reserved woman, she had a 
big, generous heart with tre-
mendous love for her family 
and friends. Being the proud 
wife of a career military 
man takes a special kind of 
woman who is courageous, 
honorable, and supportive. 
Sandy embodied all of these 
qualities with dignity. 

 Sandy is survived by 
her husband James Taylor, 
son Mark (Debbie) Taylor 
of Pompano Beach, Florida, 
daughter Theresa (Rick) 
Waschau of Livermore, Cal-
ifornia, and sister Nancy 
(Hardy) Dean of Old Town, 
Florida.  She is also survived 
by grandchildren: Mark, Tia, 
Brandi and Brooke, and two 
great-grandchildren: Owen 
and Mason. 

 Sandy was preceded in 
death by her mother Wildas 
Comstock Horton, father 
Alton Dimmick, step-father 
Hubert Horton, mother-in-
law Dovie Larsen, father-in-
law Taylor, and brother Ted 
Dimmick.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider sending contri-
butions to the American 
Cancer Society: https://do-
nate.cancer.org/index?cam
paign=search&gclid=CO
WW_MjTj7wCFelZ7Aod-
DEQAEw

Victorian Valentines
Forest Home Farms Historic 

Park and the Glass House Mu-
seum host Fun on the Farm from 
10am to 2pm the  2nd Saturday 
of each month.  

The theme for February 8, 
2014 will be Victorian Valen-
tines. Sending paper Valentines 
became popular in the 1800’s, 
and the tradition continues 
today. Stop by to make old-
fashioned Valentine greetings 
and discover some of the history 
behind them.

Tours of the Glass House 
Museum will include the exhibit 
“Greetings” featuring beautiful 
holiday postcards from the early 
1900’s.   

Tours of the restored Victo-
rian Glass House Museum will 
be held at 10am, 11am, 12pm 
and 1pm and tours of Forest 
Home Farms Historic Park, 
including the tractor museum, at 
11am and 1pm. Each tour lasts 
approximately 45 minutes and 
the fee is $5 per person or $8 for 
both tours taken on the same day. 
Tour tickets can be purchased in 
the Gift Shoppe. Children ages 
2 and under are free.

For more information about 
Forest Home Farms Historic 
Park call (925) 973-3284 or visit 
www.SanRamon.ca.gov. Forest 
Home Farms Historic Park is 
located at 19953 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., just south of Pine 
Valley Road in San Ramon.

Pleasanton Chamber
David Stark, Bay East As-

socation of REALTORS was 
installed as the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce 2014 
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors and  outstanding volunteers 
were recognized at last week's 
Business and Installation Lun-
cheon at Castlewood Country 
Club.

Stephen Phalen, Farmers 
Insurance, was honored as the 

Ambassador of the Year. Pat 
Mayfield  was given the Carol 
Bush Award for her participation 
with the Pleasanton Young Pro-
fessionals. Jan Batcheller was 
recognized as the Jenny Doehle 
recipient, an honor bestowed 
upon a Leadership Pleasanton 
graduate.

Book Sale
Friends of the Dublin Li-

brary spring book sale will be 
held March 7 to 9 at the Dublin 
Library, 200 Civic Plaza. 

Friday, March 7 is members 
only, 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Membership will be available 
starting at 5:30 p.m.

The sale continues 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. on Sat., March 
8. On Sunday, March 9, 1 to 4 
p.m. is Bag Day. Fill a paper 
bag (provided) for $4.00, or fill 
a special-edition Friends of the 
Library canvas tote bag for only 
$5.00.  Totes are also available 
alone for $1.00, including sales 
tax. Bag Day Special is ½ off on 
selected audio-visual, vintage 
and specially priced items.

There will be bargain books 
and audio-visual materials at the 
semi-annual Used Book Sale. 
Most prices are $1 or less. Funds 
from sales go towards purchas-
ing the materials for the library 
and supporting its programs.

Features inslude specially 
priced books that are new or of 
extra value; vintage books, a 
teacher materials section, and 
half off on selected items on 
Sunday. 

More information is avail-
able on the Library's website at 
www.aclibrary.org, the Friends’ 
website at www.dublinfriends.
org, or call the Library at 
925-828-1315. The Library is 
wheelchair accessible.

Mt. Diablo Programs
Save Mount Diablo pro-

grams and projects:

Help Protect Doolan Can-
yon:  Volunteer to collect sig-
natures so an east side Urban 
Growth Boundary in Dublin can 
be voted on by the people. With 
3,500 signatures the initiative 
will be added to the ballot. For 
more info or to volunteer contact 
Juan Pablo at (925) 947-3535

 Lead Hikes for Save Mount 
Diablo: Learn about leading 
hikes in the parks on and around 
Mount Diablo. Follow up on-
the-ground trainings this spring. 
No experience necessary. Food 
and refreshments.  Thurs., Feb. 
6, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Explore Mangini Ranch: this 
208-acre property includes the 
headwaters of Galindo Creek 
with rolling grasslands, oaks, 
buckeyes and a rare desert olive 
grove. Visit a secret spring and 
watch for bobcats and coyotes 
looking for breakfast, plus bur-
rowing owls, quail, and many 
other feathered friends. Sat., 
Feb. 22, 3 to 5 p.m. 

Diablo Trails Challenge: 
With a 5K, 10K, Half Marathon 
and a 50K,   enjoy the great 
outdoors and help Save Mount 
Diablo to protect and connect 
more land for you and future 
generations to enjoy. Sat., 
April 19. 

Information on projects and 
programs can be found at www.
savemountdiablo.org

Excel at the Library
Microsoft Excel is one of the 

skills needed for job advance-
ment.  The Pleasanton Library 
is presenting Excel classes in 
beginners and intermediate 
levels.  Gain skills for career 
advancement, learning format-
ting, and more.  Classes taught 
by a finance professional with 
over 10 years of experience.

Sign up for the intermediate/
advanced class to be held from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Wed., Feb. 12 
at the Library.

Registration is required, as 
space is limited.  Ask at the 
Reference Desk or call 925-931-
3400, extension 4.

All library programs are free 
and open to all.

Hills Hike
A February Hills Hike will 

be held by the The Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park Dis-
trict ranger staff on Sun., Feb. 
9. Meet Ranger Eric Whiteside 
at 10 a.m. at Sycamore Grove 
Park, 1051 Wetmore Rd. 

Head up into the hills of 
Sycamore Grove and take in all 
the sights and sounds along the 
way. This will be a moderately 
strenuous hike of about four 
to five miles. Hike goes rain 
or shine.

There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park, and a 
$2 donation is requested to help 
support the programs unless 
other fees are specified. Partici-
pants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Weekend a Success
Over 600 people were on 

hand for wine and soup pair-
ings at Fenestra’s Soup & Wine 
Weekend, January 25th and 
26th.  Assorted soups, provided 
by local restaurants and caterers, 
were matched with the award-
winning wines of Fenestra.

 Patrons were able to vote 
for their favorite soup, with 
the Artichoke-Chile soup the 
resounding winner.  Prepared 
by Chef Eddie Papas of Eddie 
Papas American Hangout, in 
Pleasanton, the soup was made 
using Fenestra’s signature 
Semonnay (Chardonnay/Semil-
lon blend) and paired with the 
Semonnay and Pinot Gris.

 Second place went to the 
Cream of Mushroom soup, pre-
pared by Chef Matthew Box of 
Blue Sage Catering and paired 

with the Mourvedre, Touriga, 
Zinfandel, and Grenache.

The winery is open for 
tasting and sales every Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday from noon 
to 5pm.  For information, phone 
925-447-5246 or email info@
fenestrawinery.com

Donations Sought
The 55th annual White 

Elephant Sale to be held on 
Saturday, March 1 and Sunday, 
March 2, 2014, seeks donations. 
During February, donations 
of gently used, good quality 
items can be dropped off at the 
warehouse site at 333 Lancaster 
Street in Oakland.

They may be dropped off 
Tuesdays through Saturdays 
through February 15 (Closed 
Sundays and Mondays) and 
also on Monday, February 17 
between 10 am to 1 pm. Free 
van pick up is also available by 
calling 510-839-5919. The last 
public donation day is February 
17. Visit WhiteElephantSale.org 
or call 510-536-6800 for addi-
tional information on donating.

Organized and presented by 
the Oakland Museum Women's 
Board, the White Elephant Sale 
will take place on Saturday, 
March 1 and Sunday, March 2. 
Hours are 10 am to 4 pm both 
days and admission is free. 
Shoppers are advised to arrive 
early, wear comfortable shoes, 
and use the free shuttle service 
from the Fruitvale BART to the 
Sale warehouse.

Held in a 96,000-square-foot 
warehouse at 333 Lancaster 
Street, near the Oakland Es-
tuary, the legendary White 
Elephant Sale has something 
for everyone, featuring an ex-
tensive offering of quality used 
men's, women's, and children's 
clothing, jewelry, books, tools, 
furniture, household goods, 
sporting equipment, and more. 
Made possible by donations 

from the public, Sale proceeds 
benefit the Oakland Museum of 
California.

For complete details, visit 
the White Elephant Sale website 
at WhiteElephantSale.org or call 
510-536-6800.

The Education Zone
"The Education Zone,” a 

new show has been airing on 
Tri-Valley TV28 and 30.  Dr. 
Marshall Kamena, TV30 Foun-
dation President, is the host 
of the hour-long program that 
aired first on Tuesday, February 
4, 2014.

“The Education Zone,” 
sponsored by the TV30 Founda-
tion, is aimed at the residents 
of the Tri-Valley including 
students, parents of students, 
and even those living beyond 
the Tri-Valley,” said  Kamena.  

“It’s an opportunity to hear 
directly from the School Dis-
tricts' Superintendents as they 
discuss how they work together.  
They will also analyze local 
and state issues affecting our 
schools. “In addition, viewers 
will be able to send in questions 
to ask the Superintendents by 
e-mailing them to: edzone@
tv30.org.”

On the first edition of the 
show, Superintendents Steven 
Hanke, Dublin Unified School 
District; Kelly Bowers, Liver-
more Valley Join Unified School 
District; and Parvin Ahmadi, 
Pleasanton Unified School 
District talk about regional-
ism, challenges to the district, 
common core standards, state 
funding, and other surprise 
topics affecting schools in the 
Tri-Valley.

The Education Zone” may be 
viewed on Comcast TV Channel 
28 and 30 and AT&T U-verse via 
Channel 99 as well as streaming 
live on the TV30 website. For 
air times, visit the Tri-Valley TV 
website at www.tv30.org.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 485761
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Silhouette Med 
Spa & weight Management, 
101 East Vineyard Avenue, 
Suite 107,  Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Silhouette Med Spa, 101 
E. Vineyard Avenue #107, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Soraya Esteva - Member
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 

Alameda on December 9, 
2013. Expires December 
9, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3590.  Published  January 
16, 23, 30, February 6, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486386
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Quickly 
- Livermore, 1106 E. Stanley 
Blvd,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
CharBy Adventures LLC, 248 
Scherman way, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Charlene L. Anderson, 
Owner / Manager CharBy 
Adventures LLC
This statement was filed 

with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on January 2, 2014. 
Expires January 2, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3591.  Published  January 
16, 23, 30, February 6, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486328
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1st Street 
Smog, 4001 1st  Street,  
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Alan Moffat, 3708 Catamaran 
Ct, Discovery Bay, CA 94505
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/1/13.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Alan Moffat
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on December 30, 
2013. Expires December 

30, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3592.  Published  January 
16, 23, 30, February 6, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486634
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Brite Farms, 
1811 Santa Rita Rd #102,  
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
CAS InterGlobal LLC, 1811 
Santa Rita Rd #102, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Keliang Zhu, COO of CAS 
InterGlobal LLC
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on January 7, 2014. 
Expires January 7, 2019.

The Independent Legal No. 
3593.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486871
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Vasco Ur-
bano wine Company, 2245C 
South Vasco Rd,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
wGG Enterprises, LLC, 
2245C South Vasco Rd, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above..
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jeffery H. Cranor, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 14, 
2014. Expires January 14, 

2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3594.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 468448
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Transporter 
Cab, 3221 Leahy way,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Saidal Kaviyani, 3221 Leahy 
way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Saidal Kaviyani
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 17, 
2014. Expires January 17, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 

3595.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486397
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Russian 
Hill Press, 166 Anna Maria 
St,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Paula Chinick, 166 Anna Ma-
ria St, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Paula C. Chinick
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on January 2, 2014. 
Expires January 2, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3596.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487145
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bio-Balance 
Stress Relief, 4049 First 
Street #236,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Stacy Rago, 2292 Cabernet 
way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Stacy Rago
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 23, 
2014. Expires January 23, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3597.  Published  January 
30, February 6, 13, 20, 2014.

By Carol Graham
When Peggy James lis-

tens to her horses, they tell 
her what she needs to know. 

"They will, if I take the 
time to listen and watch 
their behavior, tell me much 
about the clients that I work 
with each day," says James. 
"They'll tell me when they're 
sad or angry, when they 
have high inner energy, and 
sometimes when one is about 
to have a seizure. Horses are 
sensitive animals that love 
unconditionally; they accept 
who you are and where you 
are in the moment."

James is the founder and 
president of Livermore's 
Reins in Motion. Since 2010, 
the non-profit's mission has 
been to enrich the lives of in-
dividuals with special needs 
and life-threatening illnesses 
by connecting them with 
horses, animals and outdoor 
educational activities that 
promote healing and growth 
for daily living. 

"Many people, even doc-
tors and therapists, think that 
what we do is glorified rid-
ing," says James. "We do not 
do pony riding; it is therapy. 
It does work and we do make 
a difference in our clients' 
lives in so many ways." 

In fact, therapeutic riding 
can be traced back to the 
ancient Greeks. It became 
well documented in the 17th 
century when it was noted 
that riding was prescribed 
"for gout, neurological dis-
orders and low morale." 
Modern therapeutic riding 
techniques started with Den-
mark's Liz Hartel whose legs 
were paralyzed from polio, 
yet with therapy she was able 
to win the silver medal for 
dressage in the 1952 Olym-
pic Games. The first riding 
centers in North America 
began in the 1960s, with the 
North American Riding for 
the Handicapped Association 

Andrew enjoys a ride.

Reins in Motion Offers Therapeutic Riding
(NARHA) formed in 1969.

"I have always believed 
horses are healers," says 
Marilyn Russell, a member 
of the recreational eques-
trian group, the Tri-Valley 
Trailblazers. "I have read 
numerous accounts of the 
benefits of horses for special 
needs children and adults, 
as well as for veterans, and 
abused women and teenag-
ers. Peggy works at Rancho 
Cerro, just down Tesla Road 
from my home, so I see 
activities there during the 
week, and sometimes stop 
by to say hello and watch 
what is going on. I truly 
admire the dedication and 
devotion Peggy portrays 
for Reins in Motion. She 
has a real love for what she 
does, and she truly loves her 
horses."

James, the mother of 
three whose 28-year-old 
son Mark has cerebral palsy, 
learned firsthand how much 
therapeutic riding can help. 

"I noticed early on that 
Mark had a connection with 
animals," she says. "My 
educational background is 
Physical Education with an 
Adaptive P.E. emphasis. I 
began looking around for 
programs with horses that 
would benefit Mark. They 
were not inexpensive, and 
I myself loved horses so I 
decided to lease a horse. 
Johnny Buttons came into 
our lives and it hasn’t been 
the same since. Within a 
couple of months, we could 
see amazing changes in 
Mark's physical ability and 
balance, and his swayed 
back went away. 

"Mark's behavior after 
leaving the ranch was dif-
ferent as well. The ranch 
had boundaries and fences, 
but it was still open and he 
felt free. I discovered rather 
quickly that Mark would 
learn better on the horse 

and around the barn than in 
a classroom."

Reins in Motion offers 
both a ranch program and a 
traveling program. Serving 
about 70 clients each week, 
the ranch program provides 
educational, physical and 
outdoor experiences for 
clients aged two to adult 
with various forms of life-
altering disabilities, includ-
ing cerebral palsy, Down 
syndrome, autism, ADHD, 
sensory and language issues, 
spina bifida, stroke, and grief 
and post traumatic stress 
disorder. 

For the traveling pro-
gram, Reins in Motion visits 
The Taylor Family Founda-
tion's Camp Arroyo to work 
with children who have 
burns, cancer, heart disease, 
arthritis and severe skin 
diseases.  

"Reins isn't just for kids 
or adults with mental and 
physical special needs," 
adds volunteer Cleo Home. 
"It's a program for anyone 
wounded in some way seek-

ing a path to wholeness by 
being outdoors with horses 
and animals that accept 
them. When I see a little kid 
walk up to a 1,000-pound 
horse, and the horse drops 
its head down so it's eye to 
eye with the kid to get a pat 
or a kiss, I appreciate the 
gift of seeing it. I get a little 
healing myself because this 
kind of magic happens every 
day out here."

Individual lesson plans 
are developed for each cli-
ent, with instructors and par-
ents working together to set 
goals. Horses provide riders 
with unique neuromuscular 
stimulation. Moving in a 
rhythmic motion that mim-
ics the human movement of 
walking, the horse's stride 
acts to move the rider's pel-
vis in the same rotation 
and side-to-side movement 
promoting strength, balance, 
coordination, and flexibility 
along with increasing self-
confidence.

"When we take these 
children off of their weak 

legs and let the horse walk 
for them, we are able to build 
up core strength that gives 
them the building blocks to 
a more useable body," says 
James. "They're able to sit 
and see the world from a 
different vantage point than 
ever before. Heads are held 
high because of the stronger 
neck muscles. They are able 
to face the world instead 
of looking at it sideways. 
Many are now able to walk, 
and with stronger abdomi-
nal muscles language can 
emerge. Behavioral issues 
are minimized so they are 
able to cope better. We help 
give them a can-do attitude." 

On Monday, February 
17th, Reins in Motion is 
holding a Tips for Ponies 
fundraiser at Gianni's Italian 
Bistro in San Ramon. All are 
invited to attend. "Three in-
structors, several volunteers 
and I will be waiters for the 
evening," says James. "The 
tips we make that night 
will go directly to help our 
program."

It costs $650 monthly for 
each of the organization's 
horses. About 25% of that 
comes from grants and do-
nations, while the reminder 
comes from clients' fees. 
However, says James, "We 
will work with clients who 
cannot pay. All clients pay 
something, but we'll work 
with their ability to pay."

During sessions at the 
ranch, one person leads the 
horse with two more people 
at its sides while the instruc-
tor facilitates a lesson that 
may involve games with 
beanbags and hula hoops de-
signed to improve cognitive, 
language and math skills.

"Instructors come up with 
creative ways to engage each 
rider to learn," says Home. 
"We sing songs, count while 
we're stretching, and go on 
little trail rides around the 
property to see the goats and 
chickens, Truffles the llama, 
and Marbles the burro.

"But the foundation of 
all of this is the horses. I've 
observed these horses that 
display the little quirks that 
a horse can have with a regu-
lar person turn into these 
gentle, softly-walking magi-
cians when you put precious 
cargo on their backs, like a 
tiny rider who has trouble 
walking."

Russell agrees. "Through 
the work of Reins in Motion, 
there is hope for improve-
ment in communication, 
physical ability and joyful-
ness for challenged children 
and adults. Please check out 
the Web site and consider 
ways to help. It's a cause 
that will warm your heart, 
and help forge a priceless 
connection between a chal-
lenged person and a lovely 
equine who is willing and 
able to help heal."

For more information, 
visit reinsinmotion.com. 

nance and repair costs, in-
creased property values, and 
improved personal safety for 
tenants, better quality of life 
for tenants, landlords, and 
managers.

Full certification allows 
the apartment communities 
to post the Crime Free Multi-
Housing Program sign and 
advertise membership in the 
Crime Free Multi-Housing 
Program in their print media 
using the official logo.  

On January 14, 2014, 
LPD held its first landlord/
owner training. The City 
of Livermore administered 
this program along with sur-
rounding participating cities, 
Pleasanton, San Ramon and 
Dublin.  LPD will hold addi-
tional trainings in the future 
and once dates are set, an 
announcement will follow.

Property owners or land-
lords of a multi-housing 
unit who would like more 
information about this pro-
gram, contact the Crime 
Prevention Unit AT (925) 
371-4978.

 

CRIME
(continue from page one)

will be important for the City 
to closely monitor response 
times to ensure conformance 
with General Plan standards, 
according to the report. 

Pleasanton’s clearance 
rate of crimes remains above 
stage averages.

Parks maintenance has 
experienced a decrease in 
staffing over the past three 

years. Nonetheless, the com-
munity continues to express 
a high level of satisfaction 
with the community’s parks 
system. The City’s Gen-
eral Plan calls for 5 acres of 
neighborhood or community 
parks per 1, 000 residents. 
The City currently exceeds 
that standard at 5.34 acres 
per 1, 000 residents. This 
standard will continue to 
grow as future parks are add-
ed to the City’s inventory, 
including Bernal Park Phase 
II, Stoneridge Creek Neigh-
borhood and Community 
Parks, and parks and open 
space in East Pleasanton.  

Economic Development 
is most important during 
economically challenging 
times.  Over the last three 
years, office vacancy has de-
creased from approximately 
18% to 12%; jobs have in-
creased from approximately 
52,400 to 53,500; hotel rev-
enues have increased from 
$ 3 million to $ 3.9 million, 
and the number of busi-
ness licenses issued has in-
creased from approximately 
8, 530 to 9, 100. Addition-
ally, based on a recently 
completed survey of local 
companies, 91% of the re-
spondents rated Pleasanton 
as good or excellent place 
to do business.  

Community Develop-
ment services allow for 
the orderly planning and 
development of the City 
through the following ac-
tivities: building inspec-
tion, planning, and private 
development engineering. 
The volume of approvals is-

sued annually coupled with 
the average number of days 
to receive permitting ap-
proval is considered a good 
indicator of performance 
and efficiency.  As devel-
opment activity slows, the 
City could decrease staffing 
to better correlate with fee 
revenue at various stages of 
permitting ( early, middle, 
end). With an adequate rev-
enue model in place, com-
munity development could 
begin to resemble an enter-
prise activity, similar to the 
City’s water, sewer and golf 
enterprises. A Fee Study is 
currently underway and will 
be reviewed and considered 
by the City Council in the 
coming months to address 
future cost recovery.

Within the Building 
Inspection Division (end 
stage), the number of build-
ing permits issued last year 
increased by 6% over the 
previous year.

Library Services have ex-
perienced a modest decrease 
in staffing, while continuing 
to grow its circulation and 
annual visits. The Pleasan-
ton Library exceeds state 
averages for all municipal 
libraries for the following 
categories: visits, circula-
tion, cost per circulation, cir-
culation per book/item, and 
programming attendance 
per capita.  

Financial Stability is 
measured by the City’s bond 
rating and reserve balances. 
During the economic down-
town, the City did not dip 
into reserves to maintain 
services. In fiscal year 2012/ 

13, the City initiated the full 
payoff of golf course debt 
approximately 10 years in 
advance. The results of this 
action mean that the City 
will be free of construc-
tion debt - effective fiscal 
year 2013/ 14 - for the first 
time since the mid-1960s.  
Standard and Poor issued 
an “AA” rating of the City’ 
s credit.

The City also measures 
pension obligations annu-
ally.  Recent data for the 
period ending June 30, 2012, 
illustrates that poor invest-
ment returns, coupled with 
changes in plan assump-
tions by PERS e.g. discount 
rates and mortality rates has 
resulted in the City’s un-
funded obligations increas-
ing between $ 4.2 million 
( actuarial) and $22.140 
million (market). PERS-
initiated changes to discount 
rates and mortality rates af-
fected all California Cities. 
These external impacts more 
than offset any meaning-
ful savings resulting from 
the State’s pension reform 
efforts and the City’s local 
efforts to implement retire-
ment tiers and to require 
employees to pick-up their 
full EPMC. 

Community Services in-
clude Human Services, Civ-
ic Arts, and Recreation. Also 
involved are two enterprises 
— Pleasanton’s Para-transit 
Program and the Callippe 
Preserve Golf Course.

In regard to program en-
rollments, the City targets 
a 2% growth factor in each 
program annually. The qual-

ity of each program offered, 
convenient locations, and 
effective marketing have a 
direct impact on the target. 
When it comes to cost re-
covery, the City aims for an 
overall revenue model that 
limits General Fund subsi-
dies to no more than 50% in 
the areas of Human Services, 
Civic Arts, and Recreation; 
no more than 70% in the 
Para-transit Enterprise; and 
0% in the Golf Course Enter-
prise Operations. The City 

PLEASANTON
(continue from page one)

The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District board 
of directors approved a resolution to adopt a negative 
declaration concerning the environmental impact of the 
Robertson Park Improvements.  The  Robertson Park Lower 
Field Lighting Project can now begin.

The project includes installing three new 80-foot light 
poles on the west side of the natural turf field at Robertson 
Park. Six field lighting fixtures will be attached near the top 
of each pole, with shielding to focus light on the field and 
minimize light spill onto surrounding land uses. The new 
technology will operate the new field lights as well as field 
lights on three existing poles on the east side of the field.

LARPD prepared an environmental assessment to 
determine any impacts from the project. The initial study 
concluded the project would not have a significant impact 
on the environment.  The lighting funding is provided in 
the capital improvement plan budget for 2013-14.

 LARPD Park Ranger Amy Wolitzer was honored with 
a badge pinning ceremony at the meeting to mark her 
promotion to full-time park ranger. Wolitzer served the 
District from 1997 to 2001 during summers and holidays 
as a part-time Park Ranger Aide, from 2001 to 2004 as part-
time Park Ranger and from 2007 to present as a part-time 
benefited Park Ranger.  

 The Board heard a presentation from Bill Aboumrad 
and Dave Wetmore on the Little League Intermediate 
50/70 World Series, which was held at LARPD’s Max Baer 
Park last summer. The series will return to Livermore this 
summer.

currently meets all targets 
for each functional area 
within Community Services. 
However, it is recommended 
these targets be carefully 
monitored and analyzed, 
and possibly reduced, in the 
coming years to limit reli-
ance on the General Fund. 
This goal can be achieved 
through operational efficien-
cies, increased enrollments 
and participation in City 
programs, and modest fee 
adjustments in the future.

Work to Begin on Robertson 
Park Field Lighting Project



The Independent, FEBRUARY 6, 2014 - PAGE 11

www.GreciGroup.com

Over Three Decades of Experience!!!

GENE WILLIAMS
Mortgage Consultant, REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325 
CINDY WILLIAMS 

CRS, GRI - REALTOR®   
(925) 243-0900

www.williamsteam.net

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account 
Representative At (925) 243-8001

Sandee Utterback
(888) 823-8315

DRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

“Specializing in Livermore’s Finest Homes”

Real Estate...
A People Business

Experience, Honesty, Integrity

Steve & Lorraine 
Mattos

925.426.7978 

www.rockcliff.com
smattos@rockcliff.com

 DRE #00315981

Fracisco Realty
& Investments

Residential • Commercial • Property Mgmt

(925) 998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com Mike Fracisco

REALTOR®DRE #01378428































































MORTGAGE LOAN 
CONSULTANTS

Specializing in  
VA, CalVet, FHA and  

Conventional Home Loans
Rent vs. Buy...

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION TODAY!
Barbara Duterte
DRE#00958930 / NMLS#260672

(925) 963-9572
Barbara@loansbybarbara.com

www.loansbybarbara.com

Michelle Johnston
DRE#01801753 / NMLS#261098

(925) 784-1169
MJohnston@mortgagemarket.net

www.lender4lifemichelle.com

Mortgage Market, Inc. DUBLIN, CA  DRE#0887562 / NMLS#287856

DRE#01254257

Donna Garrison
(925) 980-0273
Susan Schall
(925) 519-8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
www.FabulousProperties.net

CA LIC#’s: 01735040, 01713497

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

CA DRE#01709171

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

Kathleen &  
Larry Waelde

Associate Brokers
Direct (925) 321-3169
Mobile (925) 216-5869
www.kathleenwaelde.com

Free Moving Van!

“THE BEST Realtor I have Ever Dealt With!” -K. Cahill 

“Completely Honest & Candid.” -B. Lindemann

“Exceeded all Our Expectations.” 
-Beth O’Conner 

“Top of the Line Professionalism.” 
-C. Cowgill

Gravelle Group Fine Homes & Estates

Cindy Greci
REALTOR®, GRI

(925) 784-1243
               BRE#01323804

Dominic Greci
REALTOR®, GRI
(925) 525-0864
       BRE#01707140 

Tammy Yau & Steven Wang, CPA 
Real Estate & Property 
Management Services

(925) 583-3086 / (408) 309-8920
CaGoldenProperties.com 

BRE#01260501  /  BRE#01368485

SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

 sabrina.bascom@bhghome.com
DRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

(925) 337-2461
pam@pamcole4homes.com
www.PamCole4Homes.com

Livermore’s Top Producing
Real Esate Agent 2012
www.IvyLoGerfo.com

(925) 998-5312

Ivy
Ivy

  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

Professionals Choice 
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading 
Real Estate Professionals & Services

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487120
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Roof Max, 7275 
National Dr. Ste. B,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Yorkshire Roofing of North-
ern California Inc, 7275 Na-
tional Dr. Ste. B, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/14/14.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kenneth Falconi, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 22, 
2014. Expires January 22, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3598.  Published  January 
30, February 6, 13, 20, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486933
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Property 
Management By Owners, 
2615 Trevor Pkwy,  Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Yufan Zhu, 2615 Trevor 
Pkwy, Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above..
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Yufan Zhu
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 16, 
2014. Expires January 16, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3599.  Published  February 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487223
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Scotsman 
Realty Group, 2587 Skim-
mer Court,  Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Gordon Corsie, 2587 Skim-
mer Court, Pleasanton, CA 
94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 7/13/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Gordon Corsie
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 24, 
2014. Expires January 24, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3600.  Published  February 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487228
The following person(s) doing 
business as: SuryaSolar Inc., 
5150 S. Forestdale Circle,  
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
SuryaSolar Inc., 5150 S. 
Forestdale Circle, Dublin, 
CA 94568
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/15/2014.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Chetan H. Patel, CEO
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 24, 
2014. Expires January 24, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3601.  Published  February 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2014.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at  
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at w. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org
FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. we have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
we also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

65) HELP WANTED

WANTED 
ADMINISTRATIVE  

ASSISTANT 

for Livermore-based 
Financial Advisor

15 to 20 hours/week
Salary based on  

experience

Call (925)443-2800

56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors 

Wanted 
Senior Home Health Care 

Must have experience 
Senior Solutions, Inc 

(925)443-3101

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD
Call  (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE  

115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

FORMER ANTIQUE 
COLLECTOR’S
ESTATE SALE

Heisey Greek Key, US and 
Hummel’s glassware and 

figurines. Household goods 
and furniture sets are  
available. Antiques  

and glassware galore. 

You name it; it should be 
here. 

February 7th, 8th and 9th
8:00AM - 3:00PM

1151 Nielsen Lane
Livermore

NO EARLY BIRDS

127) LOST/ FOUND

 

LOST
at Livermore Premium 

Outlets

2-carat Diamond Stud 
earring

VERY important to owner
REWARD

Please call (319)759-9961
Thank you in advance 

for your honesty. 

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.

cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. 
IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law. 

New State Laws Impact 
Buyers, Sellers, 

Landlords, Renters
By Cher Wollard

New years bring new laws. 
California has quite a few regulations that went into effect 

Jan. 1, that impact buyers, sellers, homeowners, landlords, ten-
ants and real estate professionals. 

Here are some of the most significant changes:
• Good fences make good neighbors, and now adjoining 

landowners in California are legally required to share responsi-
bility equally for maintaining those fences, as well as any other 
“boundaries and monuments” between them.

 A landowner must give neighbors a 30-day written notice 
of intent to incur costs for a fence. That notice must include 
a description of the problem, a proposed solution, estimated 
costs of construction and maintenance, and a proposed timeline. 
Neighbors who object can try to reach an agreement. If not, they 
have legal recourse to stop the project if it seems excessive or 
unnecessary, will not add significant value to the property, lacks 
reasonableness, imposes a financial hardship, or believe the 
project should not go forward for some other reason.

• Several new laws affect the Real Estate Transfer Disclosure 
Statement that most sellers must provide to buyers, detailing 
known material facts about the property. 

Effective immediately, shelters serving 6-25 runaway or 
homeless youth, which are now licensed and regulated under 
the California Community Care Facilities Act, and must be 
disclosed by nearby property owners when transferring real 
property. Facilities serving 6 or fewer youths do not have to be 
disclosed by sellers. Beginning July 1, sellers must also disclose 
knowledge of certain construction defect claims, including 
lawsuits or claims for damages.

• A law passed in 2012, effective Jan. 1, makes substantive 
changes affecting the governance of HOAs, including the deliv-
ery of notices. This year, additional changes were made, further 
revising the statutory billing statement and notice provisions 
and revising some governance provisions. 

• California’s anti-deficiency laws generally prohibit lenders 
from requiring borrowers to repay the debt lost in a foreclosure 
of an owner-occupied, 1-4 unit residential property have been 
expanded to prohibit lenders from claiming that a deficiency is 
owed, such as on a credit report, or collecting on a deficiency. 
The law applies to loans foreclosed upon in a trustee’s sale, as 
well as loans secured by purchase money and refinances with 
no cash out to the borrower. Similar protections already exist 
for consumers in short sales. 

• New benefits for CalHFA borrowers. Qualified homebuyers 
using California Housing Finance Agency funding and the FHA 
Energy Efficient Mortgage Program may be eligible for grants to 
cover energy efficient repairs and improvements to their homes. 
In addition, the CalHFA regulations have been modified so that 
repayment is not due on the sale of the home. Check with your 
trusted mortgage advisor for eligibility requirements.

• Regulations strengthening health and safety requirements 
for insulation materials, “green” building materials, smoke 
alarms, manufactured homes, and other home-related equip-
ment take effect this year.

 For example, beginning July 1, battery-operated smoke 
alarms must contain non-replaceable, non-removable batteries 
capable of powering the alarm for at least 10 years. All smoke 
alarms must also include hush features.

• Landlords must now provide specific utility rate schedules, 
posted in a conspicuous place, as well as telephone jacks on 
leased or rented residential properties. New laws also protect 
most victims of human trafficking and other crimes from evic-
tion. 

• A number of land-use laws could change the landscape or 
our communities. Cities and counties may allow small-scale 
urban farms and industrial hemp farms, subject to federal law. 

• The State Office of Historic Preservation is required to 
provide information on its website and in publications concern-
ing the process for nominating buildings, structures and areas 
for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources. 

• Licensing regulations have been strengthened to protect 
consumers against unauthorized prepaid rental listing services 
and real estate agents or brokers who destroy or falsify docu-
ments in a real estate transaction.

• Benefits for military personnel. Active duty military and 
reserve personnel may petition a court for deferment of pay-
ments due on a mortgage for the time they are serving. 

In addition, a measure on the upcoming June ballot would 
authorize $600 million in bonds for construction and rehabilita-
tion of housing of veterans.

• Insurance requirements for structural pest control compa-
nies have been strengthened. 

• Investors acquiring out-of-state property in a 1031 ex-
change must now file an information return with the Franchise 
Tax Board for that taxable year and every year thereafter in 
which the gain or loss has not be claimed. For information 
about how this may apply to your specific transaction, contact 
your tax advisor.

In federal action, the Senate has delayed planned increases 
in flood insurance rates for four years. According to the Na-
tional Association of Realtors, this Senate action will stop 
rate increases triggered by the sale of a property. The bill still 
needs to be approved by the House of Representatives, where 
it is expected to pass.

While not at the same risk level as other areas in the United 
States, there are still many properties in Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties located in flood plains and subject to flood in-
surance requirements. The delay is expected to save affected 
consumers thousands of dollars on their premiums.

Next time: New Mortgage Rules Could Shake Up the In-
dustry

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.

 



PAGE 12 - The Independent, FEBRUARY 6, 2014

Presents Upcoming EvEnts in Walnut Creek
at the Lesher Center for the Arts

New West Guitar Group
April 4, 2014

Featuring three young guitar virtuosos, New West 
Guitar Group has been making their mark as the 
premier acoustic/electric guitar ensemble. 

HowellDevine  
April 11, 2014

Delta/country blues with a wildly syncopated ragtime 
to create a rollicking  present day sound from the past. 

Tickets on sale now at www.lesherartscenter.org
or call 925.943.SHOW (7469)

Lesher Center for the Arts • 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek

PLEASANTON/LIVERMORE VALLEY  |  900 Main Street  925.251.1111

        explore the newapr.com   where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

leslie faught Open Sat & Sun 1-4

Livermore  5578 Oakmont Cir $639,000
Almost everything you see is new, some that 
you can’t see is too! New roof, copper plumbing, 
hardwood floors, carpet, electrical and kitchen to 
name a few! Close to schools, shopping and 580!

moxley team Open Sun 1-4

Pleasanton  575 Del Sol Ave. $930,000
Best un-obstructed view in downtown Pleasanton, 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 2,266+/-sf situated 
on a 6,490+/-lot. This home offers privacy, relax-
ation & more.  By APPOiNTMeNT 925.251.1111

linda futral By Appointment

Livermore  4194 Colgate Way $699,000
Top of the Hill Custom 4 bed 2.5 bath 2,216 
sq ft. On outstanding almost 1/2 acre parcel!   
By APPOiNTMeNT 925.251.1111

linda futral By Appointment

Livermore  1247 De Paul Way $695,000
Come see this custom beauty before it’s 
sold. Spacious kitchen to entertain and 
delight your family/friends plus grand pool!   
By APPOiNTMeNT 925.251.1111

Kim ott Open Sat & Sun 1-4

Livermore  3956 California St. $445,000
3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, 951+/-sf. Cute home, 
large yard.  By APPOiNTMeNT 925.251.1111

diane smugeresKy By Appointment

Livermore  6162 Forget Me Not $435,000
Upgraded kitchen, 3bd/2.5ba, 2 car 
garage, relax in living room or entertain 
friends - this complex is 10 years young!  
By APPOiNTMeNT 925.251.1111

Blaise lofland Open Sat & Sun 1-4

Pleasanton  5718 Dalton Creek Way $1,849,000
Upgraded, 4,434 sq.ft., like-new! Built in 2000, 5 
BD w/ full baths, powder room. Optional office/ 
6th BD. 12,400 sq. ft. lot w/ Pebble Tec Pool & BBQ 
area!  By APPOiNTMeNT 925.251.1111

linda goveia By Appointment

Pleasanton  3654 Pontina Ct $2,895,000
elegant Craftsman style home, extraordinary 
finish work, 7,500+/-sf, 5bd/5.5ba, bonus room w/
large alcove, court location, private lot and views!   
By APPOiNTMeNT 925.251.1111

Discover the amazing secrets of a Mediterranean chef!  
Join us in a joyous celebration of Mediterranean fusion 
in downtown Livermore. We’ve paired culinary excel-

lence with the best service in town to create the ultimate dining 
experience. Highlighted by fresh local ingredients and seasonal 
tastes, our menu boasts an exquisite selection of regional favor-
ites from the Middle East, North Africa, and Southern Europe. 
Featuring exotic meat entrees, vegetarian/vegan favorites, celiac 
and special diet needs, and an 85% gluten-free menu.

1770 First Street, Livermore  (925) 243-1477
www.casbahexotic.com

2266 Kittyhawk Rd, Livermore, CA 94551
www.livermoreautogroup.com

925.294.7700

Call for details. Retail purchases only. Up to 5 quarts of 
Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend oil & filter. Diesel & Ford GT Extra. 

Taxes & hazard fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded.
Please present coupon at time service order is written. May not be 

combined with other coupons, discounts or advertised specials.
WITH THIS COUPON • Expires 2/28/14.

•  Motorcraft® Premium Synthetic 
   blend oil & filter change  
•  Rotate 4 Tires  
•  Check Air & Cabin Air Filter  
•  Brake Inspection  
•  Fluid Top-Off  
•  Battery Test  
•  Filter Check  
•  Belts & Hoses Check

$1995

Lube, Oil & Filter, 
& Tire Rotation  

NOW

After $10 Mail-In Rebate

Buy Four Select Tires
Get Up To A $130 Rebate

 Dealer-installed, retail purchases only. Limit one redemption per customer.
Rebate by prepaid debit card or apply to an active Owner Advantage Rewards® account.
Offer valid between 2/01/14 and 3/31/14. Submit rebates by 4/30/14. Cannot be combined 
with any other tire manufacturer-sponsored or Ford Service Credit Card rebate/offer. 
Expires 3/31/2014

$18995NOW

Regularly $249
Per-axle price on most vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. Please present coupon at time of write-up. 

May not be combined with any other coupons, discounts or advertised specials. See participating dealership for details.
 WITH THIS COUPON • Expires 2/28/14. 

MOTORCRAFT®COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE  

• Brake pads or shoes

• Machining rotors or drums

• Labor included

 

•  Pirelli - $80
•  Michelin - $70
•  Goodyear - $60
•  Dunlop - $60

 

•  Yokohama - $60
•  Bridgestone - $60
•  General - $50
•  Firestone - $40

 
NEW Ford Service/Quick Lane
Credit Card Tire Rebate Offer

 

Additional $50 credit card rebate by prepaid debit card to 
purchase 4 participating name-brand tires (listed above). 
Subject to credit approval. Complete purchase must be made 
on the Ford Service Credit Card. Expires 3/31/14

By Carol Graham
“After reading a book, 

I often wonder what the 
author’s inspiration is,” said 
Livermore resident Ann 
Smith-Crago.  “So I look 
them up on Google.  This 
time I got the information 
firsthand by listening to the 
author speak.  What a treat.”

Featured author Laurie R. 
King spoke at the Livermore 
Library on January 26th, 
kicking off the eighth annual 
Livermore Reads Together 
series. 

“Livermore Reads To-
gether 2014 is a commu-
nity reading program,” said 
Joyce Nevins, Supervising 
Librarian for Public Servic-
es.   “We chose the mystery 
genre this year - mystery 
and suspense are so popular 
among readers.  The com-
munity is always asked to 
suggest titles, and our staff 
puts forward ideas as well.  
We post the top five titles 
on our website and the com-
munity has the final vote.”

The readers chose King’s 
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice.  
“I was fifteen when I first 
met Sherlock Holmes, fif-
teen years old with my nose 
in a book as I walked the 
Sussex Downs, and nearly 
stepped on him,” the book 
begins.  “In my defence I 
must say it was an engross-
ing book. . . .”  

The Beekeeper’s Ap-
prentice is the first in a 
series of books to follow 
the adventures of Mary Rus-
sell, a gawky, somewhat 
haughty young lady who lit-
erally bumps into Sherlock 
Holmes. Though he appears 
to be long retired from crime 
fighting, and is quietly en-
gaged in raising honeybees 
on his Sussex estate, Russell 
piques his interest and soon 
impresses the detective with 
her intellect and powers of 
deduction. 

Beginning to take no-
tice of Mary’s intelligence, 
Holmes remarks: “My God,” 
he said in a voice of mock 
wonder, “it can think.”

To which the precocious 
teen retorts:  “My God, it can 
recognise another human 
being when it’s hit over the 
head with one.” For good 
measure I added, “And, to 

think that I was raised to 
believe that old people had 
decent manners.”

Under Holmes’ tutelage, 
the modern twentieth-centu-
ry Mary proves a deft proté-
gée and a fitting partner for 
the Victorian detective and, 
in this first volume, readers 
witness the formative years 
of a character who will grow 
and develop over subsequent 
books.

“I have to tell you that it’s 
really tough for me to be here 
today,” King said during her 
talk.  “I am two writing ses-
sions away from finishing 
my new book (Dreaming 
Spies).  I’m only half here 
at the moment.”

For the room packed 
with King’s fans, it was 
welcome news.  Those who 
love books by a favorite au-
thor often wish that writing 
a book could occur just as 
swiftly as reading it.  

King said she enjoys 
giving talks and meeting 
her readership face to face.  
“Although sometimes it’s 
funny when I’m told that 
they expected me to be taller, 
or English, or asked if I carry 
a throwing knife with me,” 
she said.  “I need to explain 
that no, I am not in fact Mary 
Russell.”

King’s talk focused on 
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice, 
now celebrating its 20th an-
niversary, but also touched 
on the process of writing.  

“I suppose the main rea-
son we writers do public 
talks is to give readers a 
glimpse of what goes on 
behind the book: research, 
goals and aims, what we 
love and what we’d love to 
do.  Where the book comes 
from, basically,” said King, 
a Bay Area native.  

Smith-Crago has partici-
pated in Livermore Reads 
Together for several years.  
“This book was especially 
attractive to me because I 
love a good mystery,” she 
said.  “I was not disap-
pointed in Laurie’s writing 
or in her speaking.  She is 
quite engaging.”

Throughout the month 
of February, the Livermore 
Library will host events 
relating to detectives, foren-
sics,  Sherlock Holmes and 
bees.  Events include: “Clas-
sic Movie at the Vine: The 
Hound of the Baskervilles,” 
on February 8; “From Sher-
lock Holmes to CSI,” on 
February 9; “Jer Johnson’s 
Bee Basics,” on February 
15; and “The Dashiell Ham-
mett Tour of San Francis-

co,” on February 16. For 
a complete list of the free 
events, including times and 
locations, visit the library’s 
website or visit the library 
for a brochure.

Each year since the first 
Livermore Reads Together, 
Friends of the Livermore Li-
brary (FOLL) has given the 
library $10,000 to fund all 
of the events related to the 
program.  In all, FOLL has 
donated more than $700,000 
for this and other library 
programs, equipment, and 
staff training. 

“This year we are pro-
viding additional funds to 
plan and produce a special, 
fun-filled evening of murder 
mystery theater on Saturday, 
February 22,” said FOLL 
President Janice Diane. “At-
tendees are encouraged to 
dress as their favorite sleuth 
and interact with profession-
al actors to solve the mystery 
of ‘Murder in the Library: 
Dewey Decimated!’”  

The event takes place 
from 7-9:30 p.m. at the Civic 
Center Library.  Tickets 
cost $10, and are available 
in the Friends Bookstore 
located in the library.  Dur-
ing the event, participants 
can purchase raffle tickets 
for chances to win their fa-
vorite movie posters which 

are currently exhibited in the 
library’s art gallery; posters 
include Laura, The Maltese 
Falcon, The Hound of the 
Baskervilles, and Sherlock 
and the Voice of Terror. 

“Livermore Reads To-
gether provides a wonder-
ful opportunity to promote 

reading and foster a sense 
of community,” said Nevins. 
“It brings people together 
through this shared experi-
ence.”

For more information, 
visit cityoflivermore.net, and 
click on Library under City 
Government. 

Mystery Draws in Livermore Residents to Read Together

Author Laurie R. King kicked off annual library program.
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Livermore-Amador 
Symphony’s second con-
cert of its fifty-first season, 
“American Idols," will be 
performed on Feb. 22 at 
the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore. 

The program includes 
the “Unfinished Sym-
phony” by Franz Schubert, 
“Lincoln Portrait” by Aaron 
Copland, with narration 
by former US Secretary of 
Defense William Perry, and 
Howard Hanson’s Sym-
phony No. 2, “Romantic." 
In addition, the winners of 
the Symphony’s Competi-
tion for Young Musicians 
will be featured: clarinetist 
Robert Shi from Livermore 
HS and pianist Arie Chen 
from Pleasanton’s Amador 
Valley HS. Conducting will 
be Dr. Arthur Barnes, who 
is in his fiftieth and final 
season as Music Director of 
the Symphony.

Franz Schubert wrote 
two complete symphony 
movements and part of a 

third movement scherzo in 
1822. The following year 
he sent his score to Anselm 
Hüttenbrenner, a friend and 
member of the Graz Music 
Society, in return for an 
honorary diploma from the 
society. Hüttenbrenner told 
no one that he had received 
the score. In 1865, three 
years before Hüttenbrenner 
died, he gave the manu-
script to Johann von Her-
beck, a visiting conductor. 
Von Herbeck premiered the 
two completed movements 
of Schubert’s Symphony 
No. 8, the “Unfinished 
Symphony”, in December 
of that year in Vienna. 
Although many theories 
abound, no one knows why 
Schubert never finished 
the symphony during the 
remaining six years of his 
life. 

Clarinetist Robert Shi. 
Robert will perform the 
first movement of Bernhard 
Crusell’s Clarinet Concerto 
in F Minor. Robert, who 

started clarinet at age sev-
en, is currently a student of 
Joseph Bonfiglio. He has 
won several regional and 
national music honors. He 
twice received the Tri-Val-
ley Solo & Ensemble Festi-
val Command Performance 
Awards and for three years 
was a Livermore Rotary 
Club Scholarship Win-
ner for Accomplishments 
in Music. In 2013 he was 
second chair under Profes-
sors H. Robert Reynolds 
and Sharon Lavery at 
New York’s Carnegie Hall 
for the American High 
School Honors Perfor-
mance Series. He was 
selected by audition to 
study clarinet performance 
under Professor Ethan 
Sloane at the Tanglewood 
Institute in Massachusetts. 
He also studied under the 
baton of Maestro Jindong 
Cai in the Stanford Youth 
Orchestra (SYO). The final 
SYO summer program 
concert featured Robert, as 

a winner of the concerto 
competition, playing We-
ber’s Concertino. Robert 
attributes his success to his 
teacher.

Robert has a deep com-
mitment to community. 
In 2010 he launched the 
non-profit Livermore-
Pleasanton Youth Outreach 
Symphony with John 
Ingram to promote clas-
sical music and provide 
entertainment for the com-
munity. This sixty-member 
group has raised thousands 
of dollars for charities. In 
2011, Robert established 
the East Bay Association 
of Visiting Musicians to 
interact with and comfort 
hospice residents; the 
musicians have entertained 
140 hospice patients. Early 
in 2013, along with his 
teacher, Robert founded the 
Tri-Valley Youth Clarinet 
Choir for advanced clari-
netists to practice challeng-

Livermore-Amador Symphony Presents 'American Idols'
Robert Shi Arie Chen

Former Secretary of Defense William Perry will narrate 
'Lincoln Portrait.'(continued on page 6)
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Pleasanton’s Firehouse 
Arts Center serves up a 
Valentine’s Day offering 
with international singing 
star Clairdee on stage, ac-
companied by a world-class 
trio lead by pianist Ken 
French. The show plays 
the Firehouse Arts Center 
for one show only, Friday, 
February 14, 8:00 p.m. 

Reserved seating tickets 
are $15-$25, with senior 
and group discounts avail-
able, and can be purchased 
online at www.firehouse-
arts.org, by calling 925-
931-4848, and in person 
at the Box Office, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton. Box Office hours are 
Wednesday - Friday 12:00 
noon-6:00pm and Satur-
days 10:00am-4:00pm, 
and two hours prior to the 

The Bankhead The-
ater will present “Some 
Enchanted Evening,” a 
romantic night of entertain-
ment on Valentine’s Day, 
February 14, 2014. Two 
bright stars from Broad-
way, Dale Kristien and Bill 
Hutton, will perform fa-
vorite hits from Broadway 
musicals and other popular 
love songs. 

Dale Kristien and Bill 
Hutton have been called 
“two of the finest voices 
around” by Los Angeles’ 
Daily News. Kristien is 
best known for her record-
breaking four-and-one-half 
years in the lead role of 
Christine in “The Phantom 
of the Opera.” Kristien first 
played Christine opposite 
the original Phantom, Mi-
chael Crawford, on Broad-
way and the two premiered 
the Andrew Lloyd Webber 

performance. 
Cellar Door Wine Bar 

in partnership with the 
Firehouse Arts Center has 
created a special Valen-
tine’s celebration package 
which includes samplings 
of their finest wine selec-
tions, a variety of gourmet 
small plates, and ticket to 
the show. Limited package 
availability. $50 per person 
includes show ticket. Two 
seatings available: 6:00 
p.m. (pre-show) or 10:00 
p.m. (post-show) at Cellar 
Door Wine Bar. Reserva-
tions: 925-846-3667  

Clairdee is one of those 
performers who is often 
noted by reviewers not only 
for her rich vocal timbre 
and artistry, but also for her 
charming, charismatic yet 
unpretentious spirit which 

carries over into her song-
craft. Part of the hugely 
popular Cabaret Series 
at the Firehouse, which 
is produced by award-
winning Esses Productions, 
A Time For Love is the per-
fect vehicle for Clairdee’s 
classic blend of jazz, pop, 
and rhythm and blues.

Around the globe from 
New York to Paris, Japan to 
Moscow, Clairdee is highly 
regarded for her perfor-
mances, headlining at such 
top-tier locations as Jazz at 
Lincoln Center, Monterrey 
Jazz Festival, Edinburgh 
Jazz Festival, and ac-
claimed international tours 
with the Philharmonic Jazz 
Society. In addition she has 
performed with greats as 
diverse as Bucky Pizza-
relli, Boz Scaggs, Cyrus 

Chestnut, the Count Basie 
Orchestra, and the late, 
great Etta James. Her most 
recent album was recorded 
live in concert at the Bay 
Area’s iconic Yoshi’s night 
club. 

Friend and super star 
Nancy Wilson says of 
Clairdee: “In the tradi-
tion of all great vocalists, 
Clairdee infuses her own 
unique style while always 
remaining true to the song 
itself.” Jazz Times calls her 
“A whole lot of interpretive 
brilliance,” while Down 
Beat applauds her “gener-
ous spirit, unpretentious 
sincerity.” 

Testament to not only 
her craft but also her giving 
spirit, Clairdee is current 
teaching artist with SF-
JAZZ and the San Fran-

cisco Symphony education 
departments, where her 
master classes are offered. 

Concert only reserved 
seating tickets: www.

firehousearts.org, or Box 
Office 925-931-4848.
Wine, Dine, Show package 
including reserved seating 
tickets: 925-846-3667.

show in Los Angeles. She 
holds the record as the lon-
gest running Christine ever 
and was the only actress 
allowed to play the role 
for all eight performances 
per week. Over the course 
of her run, she appeared 
as Christine in over 1,700 
performances. Kristien has 
also appeared on Broad-
way in “Camelot” and in 
the Houston Grand Opera 
revival of “Showboat.”

Bill Hutton is a Tony 
Award nominee, distin-
guished for having created 
the title role for the original 
Broadway production of 
“Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat.” 
He also originated the role 
of Auccussin in the musical 
“Festival,” which played 
in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Ford’s Theatre in 
Washington, D.C. and off-

Broadway in New York. 
Hutton starred in the origi-
nal musical “The Wrong 
Box,” and was honored 
with a Los Angeles Drama 
Critics’ Circle award nomi-
nation for the West Coast 
Premiere of William Finn’s 
“In Trousers.”

Kristien and Hutton 
will treat audiences to 
highlights of their stage 
careers in an intimate 
performance that includes 
such hits as “Music of the 
Night,” “Think of Me,” 
“Close Every Door,” and 
many more. Opening the 
evening will be comedy 
star Steve Bruner, whose 
signature blend of engaging 
and family-friendly humor 
has been entertaining audi-
ences in comedy clubs, on 
television, and on cruise 
ships worldwide for more 
than a decade. Tickets for 

the single performance of 
“Some Enchanted Eve-
ning,” Friday, February 
14th at 7:30 p.m., range 
from $36 to $55 for adults. 
Tickets for students are 
available at $15 each.

The sound of contempo-
rary love songs continues 
at the Bankhead with the 
appearance on Thursday, 
February 27th of Grammy 
Award-winning singer-
songwriter Richard Marx, 
whose string of number one 
hits include the popular ro-
mantic ballads, “Right Here 
Waiting” and “Now and 
Forever. “Some Enchanted 
Evening.” 

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office, 
at www.bankheadtheater.
org or call 373-6800.

Clairdee: “A Time for Love”  
Classic blends of jazz, pop, rhythm and blues at the Firehouse  

Favorite Songs and Stars from Broadway in a 
Valentine’s Evening of Entertainment

Clairdee will perform a Valentine's Day program.

Dale Kristien
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Lamplighters Music Theatre
Die Fledermaus

sa turday  feb 8 a t 8pm
sunday  feb 9 a t 2pm

A Valentine from Broadway
Some Enchanted 
Evening

f r iday  feb 14 a t 8pm

Del Valle Fine Arts
Euclid String Quartet

sa turday  feb 15 a t 8pm

In The Mood
1940s Musical 
Revue

wednesday  feb 19 a t 2 & 7 : 3 0pm

West Coast Presenters
Pink Floyd 
Concert Experience 

with HOUSE OF FLOYD
f r iday  feb 21 a t 8pm

Livermore-Amador Symphony
American Idols

sa turday  feb 22 a t 8pm

Laughing Matters
Second City

sunday  feb 23 a t 7pm

A Passionate Approach to Latin Guitar
Guitar Passions

t uesday  feb 25 a t 7 : 3 0pm
SPONSORED BY ABC Music Source & Academy

Grammy Award-Winning Songwriter
Richard Marx

t hursday  feb 27 a t 7 : 3 0pm

Del Valle Fine Arts Concert to 
Feature the Euclid String Quartet

Euclid String Quartet 

The Euclid String Quartet 
performs at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore on Sat-
urday, February 15 at 8:00 
pm, as part of the 2013-2014 
Del Valle Fine Arts (DVFA) 
season. 

DVFA is a Livermore 
Cultural Arts Council mem-
ber and a Bankhead Theater 
resident company. 

Widely recognized as 
one of the country’s leading 
string quartets, the Euclid 
takes its name from Euclid 
Avenue, a cultural hub of 
Cleveland, where the group 
made its start in 1997.  The 
diverse backgrounds of its 
members, violinists Jameson 
Cooper and Jacob Murphy, 
violist Luis Vargas, and cel-
list Si-Yan Darren Li, who 
hail respectively from Great 
Britain, the U.S., Venezuela, 
and China, are matched by 
the eclectic nature of its 
programming.  

The quartet has performed 
to high acclaim across the 
county at appearances in-
cluding Carnegie Hall, the 
Library of Congress, the As-
pen Music Festival, Merkin 
Hall and the National Gal-
lery.  Since 2007, they have 
been Quartet-in-Residence 
at Indiana University. “An 
elegant mix of passion, fe-
rocity, and feathery delicacy 
. . . .” says The Washington 
Post.

The Euclid’s program 
consists of two cornerstones 
of the string quartet litera-
ture, and two rarities.

Franz Joseph Haydn is 
generally considered the 
Father of the String Quartet.  
His Op 76 Quartet in C is one 
of the last group of quartets 
that he wrote, a mature work 
that displays full mastery of 
the form that he first began 
developing some thirty years 
earlier.  The melody of the 
second movement will be 
most familiar.

The Debussy Quartet in 
G Minor is one of the Twin 
Towers of French chamber 
music (the Ravel quartet is 
the other).  Written nearly 

a century after the Haydn, 
early in Debussy’s career, it 
is one of the groundbreaking 
compositions that came to 
define French impression-
ism, free in form and as 
concerned with sonority as it 
is with melody and harmony.

Bookended by these two 
masterpieces, Euclid pres-
ents two rarely-heard pieces.  
Puccini was, of course, a 
celebrated opera composer. 
He wrote little instrumental 
music, but he did compose 
several string quartets.  His 
Crisantemi (Chrysanthe-
mums) is a moving single-
movement elegy, usually 
performed, when performed, 
in a version for string or-
chestra; this is the original 
version.  Puccini later used 
melodies from the piece in 
his opera Manon Lescaut.

William Grant Still is 
known as the Dean of Afri-
can-American Composers.  
His Danzas de Panama, com-
posed in 1953, is a lively, 
innovative work based on 
Panamanian folk dances.  He 
calls for the string players to 
employ novel techniques to 
approximate the sounds of 
native instruments.

Tickets are $35/$29/$23 
and are available at the 
Bankhead box office, 2400 
First Street in Livermore, 
by phone at (925) 373-6800 
or online at www.mylvpac.

org.  High school students 
are free, but tickets must be 
arranged by calling or going 
to the box office. College 
students are $10 on the day 
of the performance.
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Handles Gastropub in his-
toric downtown Pleasanton 
will host a unique fundrais-
ing event for the Pleasanton 
Partnerships in Education 
(PPIE) Foundation that will- 
literally- rock.

Bay Area alternative rock 
band Ten Car Train will per-
form at Handles, Feb. 22, at 
9 p.m. with all proceeds do-
nated to PPIE. Handles Gas-
tropub is located at 855 Main 
Street in historic Downtown 
Pleasanton

“PPIE hosts several fun-
draisers during the year but 
this will definitely be our 
most unique,” said Susan 
Hayes, PPIE executive di-
rector. 

Chris Zaballos, guitarist 
and vocalist for Ten Car 
Train says the event will be 
more than just a performance 
for the band.  “We’ve been 
looking for venues in Pleas-

New York and San Fran-
cisco actress, writer, come-
dienne, and KKIQ voice 
Faith Alpher headlines in a 
walk through the life and 
poetry of Dr. Maya Angelou. 
Described as a Valentine to 
Dr. Maya Angelou, the show 
includes live music perfor-
mance by Pleasanton’s own 
Jessica Reaber. Pleasanton 
Poet Laureate Sandra Har-
rison Kay produced and will 
play host to the performance 
of this “living timeline” 
of Dr. Angelou’s life and 
writings. 

“Kissin’ the Chocolate 
Blues” is live at Pleasanton’s 
Firehouse Arts Center for 
one performance only, on 
Tuesday, February 11, at 
7:00 p.m. Reserved seating 
tickets are $12, and can be 
purchased online at www.
firehousearts.org, by calling 
925-931-4848, and in per-

The band Fleetwood 
Mask was sanctioned by 
the founding member of 
Fleetwood Mac; Mic Fleet-
wood in 2011 as being “the 
most authentic sounding 
Fleetwood Mac tribute that 
he has ever heard."

The band will be appear-
ing for one performance in 
downtown Livermore on 
Valentine's Day, Feb. 14. 
They will perform from 9:30 
p.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Sauced 
BBQ & Spirits, 2300 First 
Street. 

F lee twood  Mask  i s 
a Fleetwood Mac tribute 
band from the San Francisco 
Bay Area. Members include 
Claudette Rodrigues (Ste-
vie Nicks), Barbara Martin 
(Christine McVie), Steve 
Roberts (Lindsey Buck-
ingham), Paul Jones (John 
McVie), Don Oberempt 
(Mick Fleetwood) and Debra 
Blondheim (Backing vo-
cals). The band formed out 
of a mutual love and respect 
for Fleetwood Mac’s music 
and story. Replicating one of 
rock’s most successful bands 
is a passion for Fleetwood 
Mask and each band mem-
ber is committed to perform-
ing the music of Fleetwood 
Mac with authenticity and 
style. 

Songs during a perfor-
mance of Fleetwood Mask 
include Monday Morning, 
Warm Ways, Say you Love 
me, Landslide, World Turn-
ing, Sugar Daddy, Dreams, 
You Make Lovin Fun, Gold 
Dust, Tusk and more. The 
Band does not just rely 
strictly on the #1 hits; they 
will take listeners back to 
earlier Fleetwood Mac with 
versions of Hypnotized, Sta-
tion Man, and Sentimental 
Lady.

There is no admission 
charge. For information, go 
to www.saucedbbqandspir-
its.com

anton to play for our home-
town fans and Handles was 
at the top of our list,” he said. 
“We all have strong ties with 
Pleasanton and doing this as 
a benefit for PPIE makes the 
show even better for us.”

Ten Car Train includes 
Zaballos and guitar is t 
Jacques Gautreaux, who 
both attended Foothill High 
School. Drummer and vocal-
ist Charles McKeag has chil-
dren in Pleasanton schools 
while bassist and vocalist 
David Stark is a Pleasanton 
resident who is actively 
involved in the community.

“Handles has hosted a 
number of events to benefit 
the community but we’re 
particularly excited about 
this one, “Handles co-owner 
Chris Hampton said. “Plus, 
the original music Ten Car 
Train plays reminds me of 
the alternative rock bands 

and independent music to 
the Tri-Valley and appreciate 
Handles hosting the event. “

“This show is a fresh take 
on fundraising for PPIE,” 
Hayes said. “No speeches, 
no presentations- just a great 
band at a great downtown 
Pleasanton venue.”

The event begins at 9 
p.m. Tickets are a $10 do-
nation at the door with all 
proceeds going to the Pleas-
anton Partnerships in Educa-
tion Foundation. In addition 
to hosting the event, Handles 
will donate 10% of all dinner 
sales that evening to PPIE 
Foundation when diners 
request it.

PPIE is a 501(c)3 non-
profit foundation. PPIE rais-
es funds to support student 
programs threatened by state 
budget cuts and funds proj-
ects enhancing educational 
excellence for all students.

 

son at the Box Office, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton. Box Office hours are 
Wednesday - Friday 12:00 
noon-6:00pm and Saturdays 
10:00am-4:00pm, and two 
hours prior to the perfor-
mance. 

In addition to being a 
familiar radio voice cur-
rently on KKIQ 101.7, Faith 
Alpher is well-known to Bay 
Area theater-goers from her 
highly successful one-wom-
an show, “Through the Eyes 
of Faith,” in which she took 
on 25 different characters. 
The show has played widely 
to rave reviews, including 
sell-outs at the local Bank-
head Theater in Livermore. 

A film, TV and stage vet-
eran with hundreds of com-
mercials, film and theater 
roles to her credit, Alpher’s 
career began when a fam-
ily friend suggested to then 

six-year-old Faith’s parents 
that her smile and spirited 
personality would be perfect 
on TV. They took up the 
challenge and sent her photo 
in on a whim, which lead to 
Faith Alpher’s first gig as 
one of Bill Cosby’s original 
Jell-O pudding kids. 

Alpher’s turning point 
came in sixth grade, when 
influential teacher Sister 
Lucy recognized her spark, 
telling her, “Faith, someday 
you’re going to do some-
thing brilliant,” which Al-
pher says “planted good 
seeds in my life.” Alpher 
confesses traditional school-
ing as a child was sometimes 
problematic for her creative 
juices and naturally funny 
personality. In fact, Faith 
was featured recently on the 
TV show “Searching for…” 
in an attempt to find and 
reconnect with Sister Lucy 
who was such a positive and 

pivotal influence on her life 
and career path. 

Hailed as a global renais-
sance woman, Maya An-
gelou is an internationally 
celebrated poet, memoirist, 
novelist, educator, drama-
tist, producer, actress, his-
torian, filmmaker, composer 
and civil rights activist. 
She has been collaborator, 
advisor, and friend to many 
notable names in recent 
history. Her life’s journey 
has included dance with 
Martha Graham and Alvin 
Ailey, work as English lan-
guage editor /journalist in 
Egypt and Ghana, mastering 
French, Spanish, Italian, 
Arabic, and Fanti, receiving 
the Presidential Medal of 
Arts, the Lincoln Medal, 3 
Grammy Awards, and over 
50 honorary degrees. She is 
currently Reynolds Profes-
sor of American Studies at 
Wake Forest University. 

The show’s host and cre-
ator Sandra Harrison Kay 
says she “has had a passion 
since my youth for Maya 
Angelou’s poetry, being par-
ticularly touched by material 
I read in I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings,” the book 
familiar to people around the 
world which Angelou wrote 
with the guidance of her 
friend novelist James Bald-
win after the devastating 
assassination on her birthday 
in 1968 of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, another close friend of 
hers. Kay goes on to say that 
during the program small 
sections of that book will be 
read (permission granted), 
poetry recited, and commen-
tary offered by Sandra, who 
feels her life has had certain 
parallels.

Advisory: This perfor-
mance includes some dis-
cussion of sexually explicit 
material.

Kissin’ the Chocolate Blues– Faith Alpher as Dr. Maya Angelou 

Indie Rock Band, Downtown Pub Team Up for 
Pleasanton Schools Benefit

I heard on college radio in 
the ‘80s.”

Zaballos added: “We 
want to bring more original 

Fleetwood 
Mask 

Performing in 
Livermore

Ten Car Train
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“All the Lovely People,” 
an exhibit of works by local 
painters Gina Kaiper, Jim 
Schnitter and Lily Xu, is 
on display at the office of 
Prudential California Re-
alty, 1983 Second Street, in 
downtown Livermore.

The works, both realistic 
and abstract, depict people 
of all ages and descriptions 
playing, working, hiking, 
dreaming.

A w i n e  a n d  h o r s 
d’oeuvres reception will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 8, 4:30-
7 p.m. to kick off the show, 
which runs through March 
22. The public is invited to 
attend and meet the artists.

Kaiper exhibits through-
out the East Bay and has won 
awards for her paintings and 
photographs. She is a mem-
ber of the Livermore Art 
Association, the Pleasanton 
Art League and the Alamo 
Danville Artists’ Society. 

“My initial ‘seeing’ is 
typically with the camera, as 
I capture multiple images of 
a given moment in time and 
space,” she said. 

“Later, with brushes and 
paint, I expand the visual 
experience to emphasize 
mood, light, and colors. As 
I work, I reflect upon the 
people, the place, the art 
depicted in my painting, a 
process that often leads to 
new ideas or understanding. 
Thus, a finished painting 
reaches beyond any photo-
graphic references.”

Her paintings focus on 
people, including a series 
depicting people in museum 
environments.

Schnitter is a photogra-
pher, digital designer and 
digital artist, as well as a 
painter.

The human figure is the 
subject of much of his work 
and a considerable amount 
of his studio art education 
was with live models. He 
often works on large canvas 
and wood panel surfaces be-
cause they allow him to put 
more energy and personality 

into his brushwork. 
“I like to experiment 

with media, color, texture, 
art surfaces and painting 
styles,” he said, and often 
uses digital art techniques to 
inspire and refine his acrylic 
and oil paintings.

He has won awards the 
Alameda County Fair, the 
Livermore Art Association, 
and at Las Positas College. 

His paintings can be 
found in private collections 
across the U.S and Canada.

Xu, a fourth-generation 
award-winning artist, was 
trained in the classical Chi-
nese style, which she now 
combines with a contempo-
rary Western flair.

Her paintings have ap-
peared in numerous shows 
and have been published 
in magazines, collections 
and newspapers, including 
Austin American-States-
man, Austin Woman, The 

Independent, Pleasanton 
Gazette, Tri-Valley Times, 
Las Positas Anthology 2011 
and 2012, Where a Painter 
Meets a Poet and Where a 
Painter Meets Poets.

Xu’s work graces private 
and corporate collection 
across the United States 
and abroad, including the 
Austin Children’s Museum, 
the Asian Study Center of 
the University of Texas, the 
Austin American Cultural 
Center, The Blood and Tis-
sue Center of Central Texas, 
the Austin Public Libraries 
and the Pleasanton Public 
Library.

Xu is a member of both 
the Livermore Art Associa-
tion and the Pleasanton Art 
League.

The show is available 
for viewing during regular 
business hours or by ap-
pointment. For information, 
contact Cher Wollard at 925-
824-4824.

The Amador Friends 
of Music have announced  
that the 39th Annual 
Campana Jazz Festival 
will be held at Amador 
Valley High School, 
1155 Santa Rita Road in 
Pleasanton, on Saturday, 
February 9, 2013 from 
8:00am-6:30pm.

The day long festival 
will feature 36 ensem-
bles from 24 Bay Area 
schools, including San 
Jose, Fremont, Pleasan-
ton, Livermore, Dublin, 
San Ramon, Danville, 
Walnut Creek, Brent-
wood, Oakland, Concord, 
and San Mateo. There 
will be three venues and 
six divisions, including 
High School Big Bands 
(AA, A, B) and Middle 
School Big Bands. This 
year will also feature high 
school and middle school 
combo divisions. 

At 5:00 p.m., big 
bands of the Pleasanton 
middle schools will pres-
ent a 30 minute Showcase 
Concert, to be followed 
by the celebratory Awards 
Concert at 5:30 pm.  The 
Awards Concert features 
winning bands, PUSD 
high school big bands, 
and the presentation of 
over $12K dollars in 
summer music camp 
scholarships to outstand-
ing musicians.  

This year, the Cam-
pana family will honor 
their father with the first 
annual Jim Campana 
Scholarship.  This $1,000 

scholarship will be given 
to an Amador Valley 
High School Jazz musi-
cian who exemplifies 
outstanding leadership, 
character, musician-
ship,  and service to the 
community.

Popular gourmet food 
trucks featuring an array 
of cuisines and desserts 
will be available for food 
purchase on campus 
from 11 am to 3 pm.

Named in honor of 
Jim Campana, AVHS 
Music Director from 
1959 through 1979, the 

Campana Jazz Festival 
is considered one of the 
highlights of the Pleas-
anton Unified School 
District’s musical year. 
Admission is $10, $8 for 
seniors and students, and 
free for those five and 
under.

Amador Friends of 
Music (AFM), is a non-
profit 501(C)(3) organi-
zation which provides 
organization, fundraising, 
and volunteer support to 
the music program. For 
more information, go to 
amadormusic.org.

Annual Campana Jazz 
Festival to Be Held at 

Amador Valley High School

Photo of Jim Campana was taken when he was director 
of the Amador Valley High School music program.

Scholarship to Be Awarded

Art Show Focuses on People

Pictured clockwise are 
Climbing by Gina Kapier, 
Pow Wow at Las Positas by 
Jim Schnitter and Holy Water 
and Pure by Lily Xu.
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Beekeeper Jer Johnson will share his knowledge during 
a program, "Jer Johnson’s Bee Basics," to be presented at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, February 15, 2014 at the Livermore Public 
Library Civic Center.

The library is located at 1188 S. Livermore Avenue. There 
is no charge for this event.

How and why do bees pollinate plants? Why do bees 
swarm? Is there a bee shortage? Why are there different 
kinds of honey? Can I use honey as an antibacterial? These 
questions and more are answered in this presentation.  

Find out about the society of bees—pollination, honey 
making and harvesting, Colony Collapse Disorder and more. 
Feel and smell beeswax and honey frames, see giant photos 
and film clips of bee activities and taste different kinds of 
honey.  Jer’s program includes live observation hives. 

Jerry Johnson graduated with a B.S. in Business Adminis-
tration and Finance from Sacramento State College and has 
been in the retail and manufacturing side of the food business 
for over forty years. As a teenager Jerry lived in Fiddletown 
(near Sutter’s Creek) on his mother and step-father’s farm. 
They were beekeepers with approximately ten thousand 
colonies. During the summer and weekends, the family 
would travel up and down the Central Valley transporting 
their hives from one orchard to another and selling honey 
harvested from their bees.  In the past five years Jerry has 
rekindled his interest in beekeeping. He keeps anywhere 
between three and twenty-five colonies. 

This program is part of Livermore Reads Together 2014, 
a community-wide reading program featuring Laurie R. 
King’s The Beekeeper’s Apprentice.  The community of 
Livermore is encouraged to join their neighbors by partici-
pating in the Livermore Reads Together events for children 
and adults during the month of February 2014. Copies of 
books and event schedules are available at all Livermore 
Public Library locations. Livermore Reads Together is 
sponsored by The Friends of the Livermore Library. For 
additional events check the library’s website at www.liver-
morelibrary.net.

                          

ing ensemble music. 
The son of Michael and 

Sally Shi, and a senior at 
Livermore High, Robert 
is a straight-A student 
and a National Merit 
Scholarship Semifinal-
ist. In school, he is the 
founder and president of 
the Badminton Club, and 
enjoys playing badminton 
with friends in his spare 
time. As vice president of 
the school’s debate team, 
he teaches parliamentary 
debating skills. In college, 
Robert plans to major in 
social sciences and to keep 
contributing to the music 
community. He says: “Mu-
sic is a gateway to a culture 
that has truly changed the 
way I value my community 
and society as a whole. 
When I perform a piece of 
music, it is like stepping 
into the composer’s era and 
interpreting his experienc-
es, from what may be the 
entirety of his life, within 
the time-frame of a few 
minutes. To me, some of 
the most important aspects 
of my music history are all 
the friends I have made.”

The audience will step 
into the early nineteenth 
century when Robert per-
forms the first movement 
of Bernhard Crussell’s 
Clarinet Concerto in F Mi-
nor. Crussell’s interest in 
music appeared by age four 
when he escaped from his 
parents in the evening to 
listen to a shopkeeper’s as-
sistant play the flute in the 
street. He learned to play 
the clarinet by ear when he 
was eight. Considered the 
most outstanding Finnish 
composer before Sibelius, 
he was particularly proud 
of his Clarinet Concerto in 
F minor, which he dedicat-
ed to Emperor Alexander I 
in St. Petersburg in 1817. 

 Pianist Arie Chen. Pia-
no always has been special 
to Arie, who will perform 
the first movement of Fré-
déric Chopin’s Concerto 

No. 2, in F minor. Music 
has been an important 
means of self-expression 
since he started playing 
piano at age 5. He ini-
tially studied with Eugene 
Masluk in Livermore. After 
Mr. Masluk passed away, 
Arie studied with Michael 
Ross, Irina Antipova, and 
Mark Anderson; his cur-
rent teacher is Dr. Yu-Ting 
Chen in Pleasanton. 

Chopin and other 
Romantic-period compos-
ers hold a special place for 
Arie, because of the way 
the pieces speak to him. He 
first came in contact with 
Chopin’s music when play-
ing “Fantasie Impromptu” 
for the East Bay Music 
Foundation Piano Compe-
tition. He didn’t win, but 
the experience began his 
love for Romantic-period 
music. 

When Arie started pia-
no, it was with the notion 
of passing the 10 levels 
of the Certificate of Merit 
program. After 5 years of 
the program, Arie began 
to embrace the competi-
tion floor. He was chosen 
for a local Liszt Festival 
in 2012. A year later he 
received third place in the 
U.S. Open Showcase Solo 
intermediate category. 

Arie is the son of Yu-To 
Chen and Chih-Chien Tsai 
and a freshman at Ama-
dor Valley High School, 
where he pursues his other 
musical interest, the violin, 
which he began playing in 
fourth grade. Since starting 
violin lessons with Abra-

ham Becker in 2012 he has 
excelled. He was selected 
for the California All-State 
Junior High Orchestra’s de-
but year and the California 
Honor High School String 
Orchestra at the University 
of Redlands.

In addition to his musi-
cal activities, Arie enjoys 
swimming, and he fulfills 
his interest in improving 
the environment and soci-
ety through participation in 
Tzu-Chi, a group dedicated 
to these causes. He says: 
“The thing I love most 
about piano, and music in 
general, is that whatever 
emotion you are feeling, 
whether it be happy or sad, 
can be expressed through 
your playing and you can 
pour it all out and express 
it however you want. Since 
the day I first played a 
Chopin nocturne, Chopin 
and Romantic music in 
general have become my 
favorite to play. I think that 
piano is something that 
can stick with you for a 
lifetime and, in the end, it 
is an incredibly rewarding 
choice.”

Arie will perform the 
first movement of Frédéric 
Chopin’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2 in F Minor. Chopin 
explored the full range of 
the piano, and his music 
is enduring and unique. 
Most of Chopin’s music 
was written for solo piano; 
he wrote only two piano 
concertos. When Concerto 
No. 2 premiered in Warsaw 
in 1830, Chopin himself 
was the soloist. 

Following Chopin, the 
orchestra will perform 
Aaron Copland’s moving, 
classical orchestral work, 
“Lincoln Portrait," com-
missioned by conductor 
André Kostelanetz in 1942 
as part of the patriotic war 
effort. Descriptions of Lin-
coln and words that he said 
are interspersed with the 
music. The piece will be 
narrated by William Perry, 

who served as US Secre-
tary of Defense from 1994 
– 1997, and is currently 
a professor (emeritus) at 
Stanford University. 

The final piece will be 
Howard Hanson’s Sym-
phony No. 2, “Romantic." 
Hanson was an American 
composer who directed the 
Eastman School of Music 
for forty years, then served 
as the head of the school’s 
Institute for American 
Music. He wrote the “Ro-
mantic," his most famous 
work, on commission for 
the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra’s 50th anniver-
sary in 1930. The romantic 
theme, which occurs in all 
three movements, was used 
(without Hanson’s permis-
sion) in the final minutes of 
the movie “Alien”.

The concert begins at 
8:00 PM, preceded by a 
prelude talk from 7:00 – 
7:30. Ticket information 
can be obtained at www.
bankheadtheater.org or at 
(925) 373-6800. 

Tickets may also be 
purchased at the Bank-
head Theater box office, 
2400 First St., downtown 
Livermore.

CONCERT AT THE BANKHEAD
(continued from front page)

Castlewood Country 
Club, recognized as a venue 
for good times, will pair up 
with Museum on Main once 
again for the Seventh An-
nual Wines and Valentines 
museum fundraiser.

Slated for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15, the event will pair 
appropriate wines with a 
four-course gourmet dinner 
and feature a Garre Winery 
representative sharing infor-
mation about the selections.

Live and silent auctions 
for such items as trips to 
Bodega Bay, Savannah, GA 
and Hawaii, a skybox for a 

Jer Johnson's Bee Basics 
Presentation at the Library

baseball game and certifi-
cates aplenty will be avail-
able to satisfy any interest. 

Tickets, $85 per person, 
are available at the Mu-
seum, 603 Main Street, or at 
925.462.2766. Proceeds will 
benefit the Museum.

Castlewood Country 
Club located at 707 Coun-
try Club Circle has enter-
tained such notable guests 
as Thomas Alva Edison 
and Crown Prince Albert 
of Belgium. George and 
Phoebe Hearst purchased the 
property in the hills above 
Pleasanton in 1880. After 

George’s death in 1891, 
Phoebe hired Julia Morgan 
to design a Spanish-Moorish 
Hacienda del Poo de Verona. 
Phoebe moved into the 50-
room showcase in 1899; 
after her death in 1918, the 
family sold the estate and it 
was converted into a country 
club that did not last after 
the stock market crash. It 
became a dude ranch in the 
1930-40s until it was devel-
oped into Castlewood in the 
1950s. In August 1969, the 
original house burned to the 
ground in an electrical fire. 

Two Historical Institutions to Merge for 
Annual Wines and Valentines Fundraiser
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Storyteller, Juggler, and Magician Bob Kann will be 
performing at the Pleasanton Public Library on Saturday, 
February 15, 2014 at 2:00 p.m.

This free show is for ages 5 and older. Free tickets will 
be distributed in the children's area of the library begin-
ning at 1:30 p.m.

The event is approximately 45 minutes long. It will be 
held in the library meeting room.

For more information, please call the children's desk 
at (925) 931-3400, extenstion 15. The library is located at 
400 Old Bernal Avenue.

 

Lamplighters Music The-
atre will be performing Die 
Fledermaus or The Bat Bites 
Back at the Bankhead The-
ater in Livermore.

The show will be a new 
translation to English by 
David Scott Marley

Die Fledermaus is Jo-
hann Strauss’s bubbly tale 
of temptation and revenge. 
The story revolves around 
Gabriel von Eisenstein, his 
beautiful wife Rosalinde, 
her besotted lover Alfred, 
the pert and saucy parlor-
maid Adele, and the wily 
Doctor Falke, as they con-
fuse and amuse themselves 
and us in a sophisticated 
hide-and-seek game of mis-
taken identity from the fabu-
lously licentious ball of the 
eccentric Russian Prince 
Orlofsky to a night in jail 
on charges of disorderly 
conduct. 

 Performances will be 
at the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore 
on Feb. 8 at 8 p.m. and Feb. 
9 at 2 p.m. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office, 
online at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

The Livermore Public 
Library children's mystery 
reading program: "Get a 
Clue!" is underway.

Sign up for a month of 
reading mysteries. Find the 
library website at www.
livermorelibrary.net. Read 
a mystery of  choice and 
win a prize Read one of 
the selected books and win 
another prize. Participants 

can choose to read: Ste-
ven Kellogg’s Mystery of 
the Missing Mitten (pic-
ture book), Detective Di-
nosaur by James Skofield 
(easy reader), or From the 
Mixed-up Files of Mrs. 
Basil Frankweiler by E.L. 
Konigsburg (junior fiction). 
Read one of these books, 
log the title online, and – 
again come to get a prize.

Don Herron will be the 
guide on The Dashiell Ham-
mett Tour of San Francisco 
program to be presented at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, February 
16, 2014 at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center. 

The library is locate-
dat1188 S. Livermore Av-
enue. There is no charge for 
this event.

Those attending the pro-
gram are invited to take a 
literary walk back in time 
to the fog-shrouded hills 
stalked by Sam Spade, the 
Continental Op, and other 
legendary characters cre-
ated by San Francisco’s 
most famous mystery writer, 
Dashiell Hammett. Don 
Herron has led the Dashi-

ell Hammett Tour in San 
Francisco since 1977, the 
world’s longest-running 
literary tour, second only to 
the Sherlock Holmes Walk 
in London. 

Herron is the author of 
The Literary World of San 
Francisco, a neighborhood-
by-neighborhood guide to 
places where writers have 
lived in the city, covering 
everyone from Jack London 
to Jack Kerouac, as well as 
Willeford, a biography of 
crime writer Charles Will-
eford, and The Dark Barbar-
ian about writer Robert E. 
Howard.

This program is part of 
Livermore Reads Together 

This free event is appro-
priate for preschool aged 
children through fourth 
grade. “Get a Clue!” is 
part of the 2014 Livermore 
Reads Together program 
held annually in February. 

To find out more about 
the reading program please 
call (925)-373-5504, or vis-
it the library’s website at 
www.livermorelibrary.net.

. 

Chez Nami is offering several special classes at the 
Bothwell Arts Center in Livermore.

The first, from 2 to 5 p.m. on February 15, features 
a bead making workshop with Wawi taught by Wawi 
Amasha of Mami Afrika designs. Create waist beads that 
can be used as a necklace, bracelet, anklet, hairline tie 
or belt using Wawi's collection of beautiful African and 
tradebeads. Fee is $30 for materials. 

Waist beads are an age old African tradition. They are 
worn for vast reasons and purposes to celebrate feminin-
ity, healing, spirituality, power, balancing, attracting and 
keeping a mate, rites of passage, rejuvenation, initiations, 
first menses, energy, and body shaping. African women 
have traditionally worn waist beads beneath their cloth-
ing placed beneath the belly button and can be single or 
multiple strands. In ancient Egypt, waist beads were called 
“girdles."

A free drum circle with  Master drummer Lamine Ban-
goura will be offered from 3 to 6 p.m. on Feb. 16. 

Bangoura, a professional/master drummer originally 
from Guinea, is now an Oakland resident. He shares his 
open heart and joyful music during the monthly commu-
nity drum circle. Lamine is the artistic director of Afrique 
Sogue, a traditional West African performing arts company 
based in the Bay Area. Lamine also performs with many 
other performing arts groups in the bay area, including one 
of our favorite, Chinyakare Dance ensemble.

Weekly African Dance classes begin Tuesday ,March 
11th,  7:30pm-8:30pm. This 10 week series will offer a 
combination of dancing to live drumming or music on 
CD. This class is open to all levels, so come on down and 
shake your tail feather as you pick up some traditional 
African movements.  Cost is $15 to drop in or $120 for a 
ten class punch card. 

For registration information go to  www.chezanami.org  
or call 925.398.3827. The Bothwell Arts Center is located 
at 2466 8th Street in Livermore. 

Cheza Nami Foundation, inc is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
charitable organization.

 

2014, a community-wide 
reading program featuring 
Laurie R. King’s The Bee-
keeper’s Apprentice.  The 
community of Livermore 
is encouraged to join their 
neighbors by participating 
in the Livermore Reads 
Together events for chil-
dren and adults during the 
month of February 2014. 
Copies of books and event 
schedules are available at 
all Livermore Public Library 
locations. 

Livermore Reads To-
gether is sponsored by The 
Friends of the Livermore Li-
brary. For additional events 
check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.
net.

                       

The Dashiell Hammett Tour of San 
Francisco at the Livermore Library

Young Readers Invited to Take Part in 'Get a Clue' Magic at the Pleasanton Library

Bead Making, Drum Circle, 
African Dancing Offered at the 

Bothwell Arts Center

Lamplighters 
Present 'Die 
Fledermaus'

Don Herron
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
ust Add Water – Black on White: The 

Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center presents two new concur-
rent exhibitions. The large gallery will 
host “Just Add Water,” featuring four 
prominent Bay Area watercolorists 
and two ceramic sculptors: Melanie 
Lacki, Claire Schroeven Verbiest, Anne 
F. Fallin, David Savellano painters, and 
Mark Goudy and Liza Riddle cerami-
cists. In contrast, the adjacent Old En-
gine Bay Gallery will exhibit “Black on 
White,” with artists Cary Bailey, Holly 
Wach, and Rebecca Fox and works 
in ink, charcoal, and welded steel 
respectively. Open through February 
22 at the Harrington Gallery in the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Regular gallery hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Donations always appreciated.

“Multiply by Six Million: Portraits and 
Stories of Holocaust Survivors,” an 
exhibition showcasing photographer 
Evvy Eisen’s 15-year-long project to 
create portraits of Holocaust survivors 

living in California and to collect their 
personal histories. Museum on Main, 
Jan. 8-Feb. 28. The Museum on Main 
is located at 603 Main Street in his-
toric downtown Pleasanton. Open to 
the public Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. For 
more information about current exhib-
its and programs, visit the Museum’s 
web site at www.museumonmain.org 
or call (925)462-2776.

To the Point, an exhibition by local 
colored pencil artists, will explore the 
vibrant and versatile art created by 
artist Maryann Kot and her students. 
The show will be on view for theater 
patrons from January 8th to March 
5th, 2014. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org.

New Show at the Livermore Art As-
sociation Gallery, Winter: Waiting for 
Spring" Artwork will be displayed to 
make the viewer feel warm and cozy, 
think about vacationing in the snow 
or traveling to warmer climates. Of 
Winter here in the area will be a major 
focus on the walls of the Gallery at the 

Carnegie Building, 2155 Third Street, 
Livermore.

LAA Wearable Art Show, The Livermore 
Art Association is holding a jewelry 
and wearable art show on February 
7th from 5 to 8 PM. There will be 
hand crafted jewelry and textiles from 
several local artists. Silver, semi-
precious stones, silks and more will 
be available to fit any taste or style. 
The gallery is located at 2155 3rd St., 
Livermore between J and K streets. 
For questions contact Diana Carey at 
dianacarey44@gmail.com.

Pleasanton Art League Spring Show, 
March 7-9, Alviso Adobe, 3465 Old 
Foothill Rd., Pleasanton. Reception 
and awards Sun., March 9, 12:30-2 
p.m. www.pal-art.com.

1,000 Words, group exhibition, Har-
rington Gallery, March 8-April 19, 
reception Wed., March 12, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Livermore Art Association, Pleasanton 

Art League, general meeting, 7:30 
p.m. Mon., Feb. 10 Almond Avenue 
School, Livermore. Program on por-
celain painting presented by Eugenia 
W. Zobel. No admission charge. www.
pal-art.com or www.livermoreartas-
sociation.org.

Classes at the Figurehead Gallery: 
Figure Open Studio: Long Pose, on 
the Third Saturday of the month 2/15, 
3/15, 4/19, 5/17, 6/21 with Jacob 
Hankinson, Ozell Hudson, or Carolyn 
Lord. 9 am –1 p.m. $30. Please 
register at www.figureheadgallery.
com/classes.html or call Ken Ball at 
925-353-0419.

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique from 
the group. Refreshments are brought 
by the artists, and a donation of $5.00 
is desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne Miller 
at danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

ACC / Art Critique & Coffee meetings 
now at New Leaf in Pleasanton's 
Vintage Shopping Center on Bernal & 
Vineyard. Brings together professional, 
local and emerging artists meetings 
each Friday at 10:30 a.m. to share 
latest work, fine tune each piece 
with gentle critiques and share tips, 
techniques and opportunities. Join 
the mailing list and receive the latest 
news on when and where the next 
meeting will be held. PoetryOnCan-
vas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 

bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. Please 
phone (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for further 
info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at The 
Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. Join 
us as we challenge ourselves to poeti-
cally relay our thoughts, emotions and 
experiences through poetry. Become a 
member & share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for more 
info on Theme Challenges, Member-
ship & Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 2nd 
and last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio located 
at 2222 Second St., Suite 2, Liver-
more. Please confirm participation 
by calling (925) 960-1194 or via the 
website at www.GalinasMusicStudio.
com. Beginners are welcome. Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $5 fee to cover meeting costs.

WINERY EVENTS
Wine Wednesdays, Livermore Valley 

wineries will be hosting "Wine 
Wednesdays" each Wednesday 
through October. One featured winery 
will be open from 5 to 8 p.m. to help 
guests "wine-down" from the work 
week or just grab a taste of wine 
before going out to dinner in the 
Tri-Valley. February wineries: Feb. 
12, Crooked Vine Winery & Stony 
Ridge Winery; Feb. 19, Dante Robere 
Vineyards & Eagle Ridge Vineyards; 
and Feb. 26, Nottingham Cellars. 
Check for the winery listings at www.
lvwine.org.

Cedar Mountain Winery, wine tasting at 
Swirl on the Square, Thursdays, 5 to 
10 p.m., 21 So. Livermore Ave., down-
town Livermore. Offering flights, wine 
by the glass and wine by the bottle to 
complement food and entertainment 
at Swirl. cedarmountainwinery.com, 
373-6636.

Las Positas Vineyards: Friday February 
7 and 21, join Winemaker Brent Amos 
for a private tasting & tour of the win-
ery and vineyards. Tasting will begin in 
our private room and feature a special 
flight selected by our winemaker along 
with cheese, crackers, and chocolate. 
$20 for wine club members and $30 

for non-members. By appointment 
only, call 925-449-9463 or info@
laspositasvineyards.com. Sunday, 
February 9, special wine and food 
pairing flight. $10 for club members 
and $15 for non-members. For more 
information please contact us at 
925-449-9463 or info@laspositas-
vineyards.com. Friday, Feb. 14, free 
Movie Night. Movie starts at 6 p.m. 
Wine, beer, and artisan pizza's for 
sale in tasting room. Space is limited, 
please call or email to reserve your 
seats today. 925-449-9463 or info@
laspositasvineyards.com

McGrail Vineyards and Winery: 
Valentine's Day Sweetheart Dinner, 
Fri., Feb. 14, 6-8 p.m. limited to 24 
people per seating. $85/wine club 
member includes dinner, 2 glasses 
of wine, dessert and live music by 
Jimmy Glantz; Chocolate Fountain, 
Toffee, and Cabernet Sauvignon: Sat., 
Feb. 15, noon-4:30 p.m. Dark Belgium 
chocolate fountain and several treats 
to dip in the chocolate fountain. Taste 
4 of big red wines to pair with each 
treat. $20/person, $15/club member, 
advance reservations recommended. 
President's Day: open noon to 4:30 
p.m. Mon., Feb. 17 for tasting. www.
mcgrailvineyards.com, (925) 215-
0717, 5600 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 

The Winemaker's Pour House, Live 
music: Glenn Osur at the Piano; Feb. 
6, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Natalia Sings. Feb. 
7, 7-10 p.m., Timmy G & Dueling Gui-
tars; Feb. 8, 7-10 p.m. Better Days; 
Feb. 11, 6-9 p.m., Glenn Osur at 
the Piano; Feb. 13, 6-9 p.m. Natalia 
Sings; Valentine's Day Dinner: 6 p.m. 
& 8 p.m. seatings, Fri., Feb. 14, "Prix 
Fixe" dinner menu with wine pairings 
for each course! $65/person. Seating 
at 6 p.m. & 8 p.m. - reservations 
required. Glenn Osur playing romantic 
music on the piano during dinner. Feb. 
15, 7-10 p.m., Andy Joe Stewart; Feb. 
18, 6-9 p.m., Glenn Osur at the Piano; 
Feb. 20, 6-9 p.m., Natalia Sings; Feb. 
21, 7-10 p.m., Better Days; Feb. 22, 
7-10 p.m., Tank Half Full; Feb. 25-6-9 
p.m., Glenn Osur at the Piano; Feb. 
27, 6-9 p.m., Natalia Sings; March 1, 
7-10 p.m., Tumbledown House. 2241 
First St., Livermore. www.winemaker-
spourhouse.com or 215-2656. 

Chocolate and Wine, Sunday, February 
9, 2014, 1 and 4 p.m. Sit-down 
tasting of Wente Vineyards wines 
paired with five decadent Ghirardelli 
chocolate desserts made by Wente 
Vineyards' pastry chef. Club Wente 
Members $30; nonmembers $35. 
Reservations required, 925-456-
2405. Wente Vineyards Event Center, 
5050 Arroyo Road, Livermore. 

Wine Country Ranch Dance, with live 
music, dancing, heavy appetizers. 
Murrieta's Well, 6 to 9 p.m. Sat., Feb. 
15. Ticket prices: $55 per person, $45 
per person for Silver Spur members. 
Ticket includes live music, dancing 
and appetizers. Reservations are 

required. Please call 925-456-2395. 
3005 Mines Road, Livermore. 

Thomas Coyne Winery Winter Open 
House, Feb. 15, 16, 17, noon to 5 
p.m. 2405 Research Dr., Livermore. 
Release of five new wines: "Elegant 
Wine in the Original Wine Country." 
Bottle your own wine, Vino Tinto 
Barato, a red table wine; bring clean 
bottle, we fill, cork and label it; or you 
may fill, label and cork it. Available 
only on Feb. 15. Scolari's Food Truck 
will be present on Feb. 15 and 16. 

Wood Family Vineyards, open 
Presidents Weekend, Feb. 15 and 
16 noon to 4:30 p.m. for 8th annual 
barrel tasting and futures. Barrel 
sampling the 2012 Grenache and 
offering futures. $10 tasting fee and 
keep the logo crystal wine glass. www.
woodfamilyvineyards.com, 7702 
Cedar Mountain Rd., Livermore; (925) 
606-741. 

Presidents Day Weekend Barrel 
Tasting, Retzlaff Vineyards, 1356 So. 
Livermore Ave. Feb. 15-17, noon; $5. 
retzlaffwinery.com. Come dressed as 
your favorite President or First Lady 
and the barrel tasting is on us!

Cuda Ridge Wines, 7th annual Vines 
and Valentines, February 15th and 
16th from 12:00 – 4:30, 2400 Arroyo 
Rd., Livermore. Release of the 2011 
S&M, a Sangiovese and Malbec 
blend. The tasting flight is $10.00; 
special wine discounts throughout the 
weekend. There will be live music with 
Roy Blair and Jim from the Catfish 
Boys on Saturday, and Roger Kardinal 
on Sunday. Andy’s Candy’s will be 
sampling, and selling, their chocolate 
covered toffee’s.  More information 
can be found at www.CudaRidgeW-
ines.com 

Explore the Livermore Valley, Feb. 22 
from noon to 5 p.m. with a progressive 
wine and food pairing trail featuring 
four family owned boutique wineries. 
Start at Rodrique Molyneaux, then go 
to Cuda Ridge Wines, and Las Positas 
Vineyards, and end with dessert at 
Fenestra. Tickets are $30 and can be 
purchased at EventBrite. For more 
information visit www.laspositasvine-
yards.com or call 925-449-9463. 

Barrel Tasting Weekend Sat., March 
29 and Sun., March 20. noon and 
4:30 p.m. Taste wines right out of the 
barrel, meet winemakers, and more. 
Each winery will host a unique experi-
ence during barrel tasting weekend 
including at least 1 barrel sample for 
each ticket holder.  Tickets are $40 
advance/ $45 day of the event. This 
is a fund-raiser for the Livermore 
Valley Winegrowers Association. www.
lvwine.org.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 21 
South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Taiko Concert, benefit for Livermore-
Yotsukaido Sister City Organization 

New Italian inspired theme paintings will be shown at at 
Mangia Mi, 234B Main Street, Pleasanton. Art Critique 
& Coffee, a local Artist Group, paints original works 
and hangs them in Mangia Mi. There is a change out of 
these works every 2 -3 months featuring ten paintings 
by several artists at a time. Showing through April 30 
will be Surrealism by Claudette Mc Dermott, Mixed 
Media Collage by Sally Haig and Palette Knife by Loralee 
Chapleau. Pictured is Vino Bianco by Loralee Chapleau. 
For more information pick up a hand out at Mangia Mi 
or e-mail PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com.
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Pictured is actress Leslie Robin Azcona who will 
perform  in The Good Body. Tri-Valley Haven presents 
Eve Ensler’s The Good Body on Friday, February 7th 
at 8 pm, Saturday, February 8th at 8 pm, and Sunday, 
February 9th at 2 pm at the Las Positas Mertes Theater in 
Livermore. Tickets are on sale now: http://thegoodbody.
brownpapertickets.com. Directed by local favorite, Eleisa 
Cambra, all proceeds from this extraordinary production 
go to Tri-Valley Haven to end local violence against 
women and girls. Las Positas College is located at 3000 
Campus Hil Drive, Livermore.

(LYSCO), includes dessert reception. 
San Jose Taiko group performs on 
Saturday, February 8th at 7 PM in 
the Mendenhall Middle School Multi-
Purpose Room. The family-friendly 
concert is open to the public. Seating 
is limited. General admission is 
$31.00, LYSCO members $26.00 and 
LYSCO students, $21.00. Children 
under 8 are admitted free. For more 
information on how to purchase 
tickets for the benefit or about the 
Student Ambassador Program, email 
LYSCO at lysco2010@yahoo.com. 

Some Enchanted Evening, sounds 
of Broadway. Featuring stars from 
Broadway, Dale Kristien and Bill 
Hutton Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Clairdee: A Time For Love. Special 
Valentine’s Day show with Clairdee 
and trio. Classic blends of jazz, pop, 
rhythm and blues. Friday, February 
14, 8:00 p.m. Tickets $15, $20, $25; 
child $12; senior $22; group discounts 
available. Tickets available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, 
or at the center Box Office, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. SPECIAL 
NOTE: Wine, Dine & Show packages 
available with 6:00 p.m. (pre-show) 
or 10:00 p.m. (post-show seatings 
at the new Cellar Door Wine Bar next 
door to Firehouse Arts Center. Includes 
samplings of their finest wine selec-

tions, variety of gourmet small plates, 
and ticket to show. $50 per person. 
Reservations: 925-846-3667.

Music at the Museum featuring Bobby 
Caldwell, Feb. 14, doors open 6 p.m. 
concert at 8 p.m. Blackhawk Automo-
tive Museum, Danville. Tickets at 
blackhawkmuseum.org or concert@
blackhawkmuseum.org. 

Songs of Longing and Belonging, Sun., 
Feb. 15, 8 p.m. Greg Allen Friedman, 
tenor and Dominique Piana, with 
Cantabella Honors Choir. harp: art 
songs by Schubert, Schumann, Holý, 
Strauss, Dvorák, Reichardt, Fauré, 
Hasselmans, Duparc, Hahn, Leonca-
vallo and Tosti. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

Del Valle Concert Series, 8 
p.m.,February 15, Euclid String 
Quartet: a top prize winner at Osaka 
International Chamber Music Compe-
tition. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

In The Mood, music of Glenn Miller,The 
Andrews Sisters, Dorsey, Shaw, 
Goodman and Sinatra in a nostalgic, 
patriotic, upbeat swing-era musical 
revue. Big Band plus six singer/danc-
ers including some high flying boogie 
woogie with authentic music arrange-
ments, costumes and choreography. 
Feb. 19 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 

or 373-6800.
Pink Floyd Concert Experience: 

An Evening of Pink Floyd starring 
House of Floyd. Fri., Feb. 21, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Livermore-Amador Symphony, 
American Idols, Copland, Hanson, 
Schubert, winners of Competition 
for Young Musicians. Feb. 22, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Guitar Passions, evening of Latin 
inspired jazz. Wed., Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Richard Marx, Grammy Award winning 
songwriter. Thurs., Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Under the Streetlamp, Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon. 
www.sanramonperformingarts.com or 
973-3343.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, A Celebra-
tion of PCS: Mozart - Concerto for 
Clarinet in A Major; Schubert - Sym-
phony No. 5 in B Flat Major, 2 p.m. 
Sun., March 2. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra, 
evoking the essence of Early Music. 
Wed., Mar. 5, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. Ticket prices at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore start at $45, not 
$25 as previously stated.

Las Positas College Faculty Show-
case, 7 p.m. Thurs., Feb. 6. Barbara 
F. Mertes Center for the Arts, main 
stage. Free admission. 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. Tickets at www.
brownpapertickets.com or call 1-800-
838-3006; information 424-1100.

Fred Hersch, jazz pianist. Fri., Mar. 7, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

Rusty Evans and Ring of Fire, Johnny 
Cash tribute. Sat., Mar. 8, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Wake the Dead, blending Celtic music 
and music of the Grateful Dead. Fri., 
March 14, benefit for Las Positas 
College music department. 8 p.m.  
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
main stage. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Tickets at www.brownpa-
pertickets.com or call 1-800-838-
3006; information 424-1100. 

12th Annual Youth Music Festival, 
March 15, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Cabaret, Faith Prince ‘Have A Little 
Faith,’ March 16, 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Amjad Ali Khan and Sons, Master of 
the Sarod. Thurs., Mar. 20, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

The Gibson Brothers, bluegrass. Fri., 
Mar. 21, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Freddy Cole, American jazz original. 
Wed., Mar. 26, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Battlefield Band, Scottish folk band, 
Thurs., Mar. 27, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Air Supply, March 28, 8 p.m. Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550 
Albion Rd., San Ramon. www.sanra-
monperformingarts.com or 973-3343. 

Paula Cole, pop/rock, March 28, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

Del Valle Concert Series, 8 p.m., March 
29, Poulenc Trio: 10th season gala. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Pleasanton Community Concert Band, 
Spring Concert, March 30, 2 p.m. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonband.org

Carmina Burana - Valley Concert 
Chorale, 3 p.m. Sun., March 30 at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. The Chorale, in collabora-
tion with Masterworks Chorale of 
San Mateo, also celebrating its 50th 
anniversary, presents Orff’s master-
piece Carmina Burana. Tickets at the 
Bankhead box office, online at www.
bankheadtheater.org or call 373-6800.

Tribute to Frank Sinatra and Harry 
James. Mon., Mar. 31, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

ON THE STAGE
The Matchmaker, Role Players 

Ensemble, Jan. 17-Feb. 8. Village The-
atre, 233 Front St., Danville. http://
roleplayersensemble.com/

A Chorus Line: Pacific Coast Repertory 
Theatre presents a new production of 
the musical theater classic. Directed 
and choreographed by Broadway 
veteran Lois Grandi, with Broadway 
star Meredith Patterson head-lining 
in lead role of Cassie. Pleasanton 
favorite Lauren Bratton-Kearns 
returns from New York to co-star. The 
theater-about-theater show centers 
around seventeen Broadway dancers 
auditioning for spots on a chorus line. 

Shows are Fridays and Saturdays at 
8:00 p.m., and Sundays at 2:00 p.m., 
through February 9 at the Firehouse 
Arts Center. Reserved seat tickets are 
$17-$38, and youth, senior, and group 
discounts are available. Purchase 
online at www.firehousearts.org, 925-
931-4848, or at the center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Guys and Dolls, Diablo Theatre Com-
pany, Feb. 1-March 1. Lesher Center, 
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. For 
tickets, call 925-943-SHOW (7469) 
or visit www.lesherartscenter.org or 
www.diablotheatre.org. 

Eve Ensler’s The Good Body, Tri-Valley 
Haven presentation on Friday, Febru-
ary 7th at 8 p.m, Saturday, February 
8th at 8 p.m., and Sunday, February 
9th at 2 p.m. at the Las Positas 
Mertes Theater, 3000 Campus Hill 
Drive, Livermore. Tickets are on sale 
now: http://thegoodbody.brownpaper-
tickets.com 

“Kissin’ the Chocolate Blues” – A 
Valentine to Dr. Maya Angelou. New 
York and San Francisco actress, writer, 
comedienne, and KKIQ DJ Faith Alpher 
as Maya Angelou in a Black History 
Month celebration, including live 
music by Pleasanton’s Jessica Reaber. 
Pleasanton Poet Laureate Sandra Har-
rison Kay plays host. One performance 
only: Tuesday, February 11, 7-8:30 
p.m. in Pleasanton’s Firehouse Arts 
Center Theater. Reserved tickets are 
$12, available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Advisory: This perfor-
mance includes some discussion of 
sexually explicit material.

Mercy Watson to the Rescue, Bay Area 
Children’s Theatre, Feb. 22 and 23, 
March 1 and 2 at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Front Row Theater, 
17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ra-
mon. www.sanramonperformingarts.
com or 973-3343.

Civic Arts Stage Company Presents 
The Secret Garden, Feb. 28-March 
9. Fri. 7:30 p.m., Sat. 2 and 7 p.m., 
Sun. 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

Outerbridge Clockwork Mysteries, 
master of illusions, Sat., Mar. 1, 8 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change, playing at the Village The-
atre, 233 Front St., Danville. Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre production. March 
1-16. Tickets at www.danville.ca.gov 

Sunol Repertory Theatre 2014 
Production of “Hotel Escargot” 
Sunol March 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 
29. Admission $15 reserved Seating. 
All Performances at 8 p.m. Sunol 
Glen School Theatre, 11601 Main St., 
Sunol. Proceeds benefit Sunol Glen 
School. http://sunol.net/srt/index.html

Asbury Players presents "Murder's 

Bad But Monday Can Kill You," a 
comedy by Pat Cook. March 15, 21 
and 22, 8 p.m.; March 16, 2 p.m. 
Asbury UMC, 4743 East Avenue, 
Livermore. Clueless Sam-Spade-
wannabe Harry Monday gets totally 
committed to the case when he is 
unexpectedly called in to the Restful 
Glen Psychiatric Annex after a patient 
has been murdered. This show will 
keep you guessing until the last red 
herring is tossed out. Tickets $10 
general admission. Purchase tickets 
online at AsburyLivePresents.com or 
at the door. Doors open 20 minutes 
prior to show time. Free parking. Call 
925-447-8699 for more information 
or use our online contact form to send 
us a note.

One Act Plays, Las Positas College 
Theater Department, March 19 at 1 
p.m. and March 21 at 8 p.m. Barbara 
F. Mertes Center for the Arts, black 
box theater. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Free admission. Tickets 
at www.brownpapertickets.com or 
call 1-800-838-3006; information 
424-1100. 

Creatures of Impulse Presents teen 
improv troupe, Face Off, March 20-
22, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

COMEDY
Second City, comedy, Sun., Feb. 23, 7 

p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Student Film Festival, Las Positas Col-

lege, Barbara F. Mertes Center for the 
Arts, main stage, Sat., March 1, 1 to 9 
p.m. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
Tickets at www.brownpapertickets.
com or call 1-800-838-3006; infor-
mation 424-1100.

Classic Films at the Pleasanton 
Library, 7 p.m. first Thursday of each 
month through June 5, 2014. Las Pos-
itas College and the Pleasanton Public 
Library present "Make 'em Laugh" 
Series" Hosted by Candy Klaschus, 
film historian and Coordinator of the 
Humanities Program at Las Positas 
College. A brief talk about each film 
is presented prior to the screening. 
Refreshments are served. For more 
information, call Penny Johnson, 925-
931-3405. Admission is free. 400 Old 
Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. 

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Children’s Opera Auditions, Saturday, 

February 22nd, 12:00-4:00 PM, the 
award-winning Cantabella Children’s 
Chorus and Solo Opera will hold 
auditions for their summer opera 
production of Menotti’s Chip & His 
Dog at Valley Community Church, 
4455 Del Valle Pkwy, Pleasanton. 
Boys (unchanged voices) and girls 

(continued on page 10)
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Tea Dance featuring The Mellotones 
Combo Jazz Band, presented by VFW Post 
6298, 1 to 3:15 p.m. on Feb. 19, March 
19, April 16 and May 23. Veterans Hall, 
301 Main St., Pleasanton. Music from the 
American songbook played for listening and 
dancing for a variety of ballroom experienc-
es.. Admission $10. Food and drink will be 
provided. Proceeds benefit needy veterans 
and their families. Information joephylb@
att.net or 443-2224; bobolness2@gmail.
com or 443-2245.

Tri-Valley Chapter of the National 
Federation of the Blind meeting on Sat-
urday, February 8, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
in Cafeteria Room 2 at Valley Memorial 
Hospital in Livermore, 1111 East Stanley 
Blvd. Any visually impaired or interested 
person is urged to attend. Call, Carl, 449-
9362 for more information.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, Febru-
ary 13, 2014. 7 p.m. in Alisal School’s 
multipurpose room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, 
Pleasanton. Brian Kemble, curator of the 
Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek, 
will speak on the agave family, aloes and 
bromeliads. He has lectured extensively in 
the United States and South Africa. Visitors 
are welcome. For more information call Bev 
at 485-7812.

19th annual Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party, hosted by Assistance League® of 
Amador Valley, April 5 from 12-4 at the 
Castlewood Country Club in Pleasanton. 
The event includes tea tables decorated 
by the members, food, raffle prizes, lucky 
teacups, a hat contest and silent auction. 
The program will feature The Swingin’ Blue 
Stars of the USS Hornet. The tickets are 
$50 and must be reserved by March 24. 
For more information, call Carmen at (925) 
216-4203, or go to www.amadorvalley.
assistanceleague.org. This chapter of a 
national philanthropic organization has 
many programs that benefit residents of 
all ages in the Tri-Valley, and the proceeds 
from the event will provide school clothes 
and shoes to children in need. 

Tri-Valley CAREs, meeting 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Feb. 20, Livermore Library, room A, 
1188 So. Livermore Ave. Tri-Valley CAREs 
works to strengthen global security by stop-
ping the development of new nuclear weap-
ons in the US and promoting the elimination 
of nuclear weapons globally. New and 
long-time members alike welcome. 

“Hungry” to help someone? Make 
a difference in the lives of homebound 
neighbors as a volunteer driver with 
Meals-on-Wheels in Dublin, Pleasanton 
and Livermore. There is a great need for 
volunteers with opportunities to help once 
a week, every other week or once a month. 
Please call Jennifer at 925-931-5386 for 
more information.

Tuff Girl Fitness and the Livermore 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to commemorate the 5-Year 
Anniversary with the City of Livermore. 
Refreshments and snacks will be served.! 
The event will start at 4 p.m. RSVP 

getfit@tuffgirl.com 925-518-4114 1108 
E. Stanley Blvd. The 5-Year Anniversary 
will be celebrated the week of February 
17th with free classes. Special evening 
event on Saturday, Feb . 22nd from 7-9 
p.m. with food, music, raffles from local 
businesses including a 32g iPod Touch, 
membership specials. RSVP Erica Martin 
getfit@tuffgirl.com 925-518-4114 1108 
E. Stanley Blvd.

Dress a Girl Around the World, an 
invitation to make simple dresses for girls 
in third world countries. Next Sew-Fest is 
Saturday, Feb. 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. St. 
Augustine Hall, Pleasanton. Help is needed 
sewing, ironing, cutting. Bring sewing 
machine or serger, iron, ironing board, 
scissors, along with helping hands. (Those 
planning to stay all day should bring a bag 
lunch.) Always accepting cheerful cotton 
fabric donations. Those who can’t make 
the Sew-Fest but would like to sew, please 
arrange for kits that can be sews at home. 
Questions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 
or suzbeck@yahoo.com

Valley Spoksemen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Feb. 8, 40-45 miles, Feather 
Pedals conditioning ride for Cinderella 
Classic, meet 9:30 a.m. at San Ramon's 
Central Park, Kathy Kane, kathymkane@
gmail.com. 

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA, Lunch in Livermore, Feb. 11, 11:30 
a.m., RSVP by Feb. 8 to Janet 443-3317. 
Friendly bridge in Pleasanton, Feb. 15, 1 
p.m., RSVP by Feb. 8 to Janice 484-9308. 
General meeting in Dublin, Feb. 16, 1 p.m., 
RSVP by Feb. 10 to Marge 828-5124. 
Happy hour in Pleasanton, Feb. 20, 5 p.m., 
RSVP by Feb. 18 to Marge 828-5124. Fam-
ily dinner at Colombo Club in Oakland, Feb. 
22, 6:30 p.m., if interested, call Gino ASAP 
243-1282. Brunch in Livermore, Feb. 23, 
12:30 p.m., RSVP by Feb. 20 to Ruby 462-
9636. Lunch in Fremont, Feb. 26, noon, 
RSVP by Feb. 23 to Bette 510-357-7873.

Bingo Bash, benefit for Children's 
Hospital - Cooley's Anemia, hosted by 
Italian Catholic Federation Branch #258, 
Sat., Feb. 22 at St. Michael's Parish Hall, 
372 Maple St., Livermore. Doors open 
6 p.m., bingo at 6:30 p.m. Tickets $10 
per person includes one bingo packet for 
10 games. Pizza, snacks and beverages 
available for purchase. Prizes and raffle. 
Dancing to the music of DJ Joe Buonsante, 
surprise entertainment. Reservation dead-
line is Feb. 18. Call Helen W. 462-3798. 
If unable to attend, a donation would be 
appreciated mail to E. Meier, 6597 Lansing 
Ct., Pleasanton, CA 94566.

Annual Rummage Sale, First 
Presbyterian Church, 451 So. K Street, 
Livermore. Feb. 7 and 8 (Fri. and Sat.), 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Armchair Travelers, a monthly 
program, will take place at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center on Thurs., Feb. 
13, 2014 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Doug 
and Lindy Webb will share photographs 
and dialogue of six (6) cruises they took to 
Alaska. The trips were seven (7) to eleven 
(11) day roundtrip cruises, departing from 
various cities—San Francisco, Vancouver 
and Seattle. The itineraries followed the 
Alaskan coast line, through the Inside 
Passage and up to Seward. Ports of call in-
cluded Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, Sitka, 
Icy Straight Point, Seward and Victoria, 
B.C. Adults are invited to this free program 
on the second Thursday of each month in 
the Community Meeting Rooms of the Civic 

Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore. For additional information 
please call 925 373-5500.

Paws In Need Valentine Crab Feed, 
Saturday, February 8, 2014: dinner, raffle 
and silent auction will take place from 
6-10 pm at the Shannon Center, 11600 
Shannon Ave. in Dublin. Menu includes 
cracked crab, pasta, Caesar salad, bread, 
dessert, and coffee or tea. A no-host 
bar offering beer, wine, and nonalcoholic 
beverages will be available. All proceeds 
will benefit local animals. The Spay/Neuter 
and Just Like New programs rely solely 
on public donations and contributions 
from the community to provide financial 
assistance for veterinary medical needs 
to prevent unnecessary euthanasia of 
animals in the Tri-Valley area. Dinner 
tickets are $53. Tickets are available online 
at www.Paws-In-Need.org, or by mail; 
please send checks to Paws In Need, P.O. 
Box 3436, San Ramon, CA 94583. Please 
contact event coordinator Cindy Ferrin at 
cferrin@pacbell.net or 925-323-8517 for 
more information.

2014 Bringing Back the Natives 
Garden Tour registration for the Sunday, 
May 4 events is now open. A variety of 
bird- and butterfly-friendly, pesticide-
free, water conserving, low maintenance 
gardens that contain 60% or more native 
plants will be open on Sunday, May 4, 
2014, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at various 
locations throughout Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties. More than 40 garden talks 
will be scheduled throughout the day. 
Workshops - In addition to the Tour and 
plant sale, a series of workshops will be 
offered this spring. www.bringingbackthe-
natives.net

Crab Feed, The Livermore Fraternal 
Order of Eagle’s Aerie #609 hold its 
Annual Crab Feed on Saturday, February 
8th at 6:00 p.m. The cost is $35.00 per 
person. Dinner includes ‘All-U-Can-Eat 
Crab” along with pasta, garden salad, 
and bread. Tickets must be purchased by 
February 1st. Stop by the Eagle’s Hall at 
527 N. Livermore Ave. to purchase tickets. 
Any questions call 925-449-6281.

Livermore-Amador Genealogi-
cal Society will have a presentation on 
‘Researching Your Old House” on Tuesday, 
Feb. 11, 2014 at 7:30. Loretta Kaskey 
will share her research on local homes in 
Livermore. She has served on the Historic 
Preservation Commission and now serves 
on the Livermore City’s Planning Commis-
sion. All are welcome, no charge at the 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, A Peaceful 
War Protest will be held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, between 5 - 6 
at the corners of First and Neal Streets. 
Call Cathe Norman at (925) 462-7495; 
Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com; or 
kdowding@pacbell.net. www.Pleasanto-
nians4Peace.org

Free Diabetes Self-Management 
Classes. 7 week series teaches how to 
manage diabetes with exercise, healthy 
eating and medications, and answer all 
questions about living with diabetes. Sat-
urdays through February 22, 9:30-11:30, 
Dublin Senior Center, 7600 Amador Valley 
Blvd. Class is open to adults of all ages 
(not just Seniors) with pre diabetes or type 
2 diabetes. Please call the Alameda County 
Diabetes Program at 510-383-5185 to 
register. Space is limited.

ages 10-18 with strong voices and 
musical ability are invited to audition 
to sing lead roles and in the chorus 
(solo parts in the chorus as well). 
We especially welcome singers with 
extra talent such as ability to act, 
dance, or play an instrument such as 
trumpet or horn, drums, or violin. No 
previous opera experience necessary. 
Upon receipt of audition form and $20 
audition fee, you’re audition materials, 
including practice tracks will be 
provided. Financial aid is available. 
Performances are July 11 & 12. For 
more information and to register, visit 
cantabella.org/summer-opera/ or call 
925-292-2663.

CHORAL
Carmina Burana - Valley Concert 

Chorale, 3 p.m. Sun., March 30 at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. The Chorale, in collabora-
tion with Masterworks Chorale of San 
Mateo, also celebrating its 50th an-
niversary, presents Orff’s masterpiece 
Carmina Burana. The Chorale’s own 
concert pianist and accompanist Dan-
iel Glover will perform Beethoven’s 
Choral Fantasy with full orchestra. 
Tickets at the Bankhead box office, 
online at www.bankheadtheater.org or 
call 373-6800.

OPERA
Die Fledermaus, Lamplighters Music 

Theatre production. Feb. 8, 8 p.m. 
and Feb. 9, 2 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

La Cenerentola (Cinderella) by G. 
Rossini, Livermore Valley Opera 
production, March 15, 16, 22 and 
23, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

MISCELLANEOUS
Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 

Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-
book.com/StoriedNights

Monte Carlo and Auction Evening, Feb. 
21, 7 to 11 p.m. Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. Fund-raiser for Safe and 
Sober Grad Nights for Livermore 
and Granada high schools. $45 in 
advance, $50 at the door. www.
granadagradnight.com or www.
lhsgradnight.org.

An Evening with Author Steve 
Minnear: Dublin & The Tri-Valley, 
The WWII Years, March 11th, 7 
p.m. Museum on Main 2014 Ed 
Kinney Speakers Series, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $10 general 
admission, $7 seniors, $5 members, 
and $3 students/teachers with ID. 
Tickets may be purchased at Museum 

on Main during regular operating 
hours or by phoning the museum at 
(925) 462-2766. Tickets at the event 
subject to availability.  

Livermore Valley Coin Club 51st an-
nual coin show and sale on Sunday 
March 9, 2014, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur 
Drive Springtown in Livermore. More 
than 30 dealers from all over Northern 
California will offer gold, silver, and 
base metal coins, make apprais-
als and purchase coins from the 
public. Admission is free. Numismatic 
displays, information table. Lunch 
service will be available. For further 
information please call Stephen 
Kramer at (925) 980-9307. 

St. Patrick’s Day Brew Crawl, 
Downtown Pleasanton merchants, 
restaurants and local breweries, 
Saturday, March 15 for the St. 
Patrick’s Day Brew Crawl, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Information, go to the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association website, www.
pleasantondowntown.net/

31st Annual City of Dublin St. 
Patrick’s Day Celebration, March 
15 and 16, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dublin 

Civic Center, 100 Civic Plaza. Green 
and White Gala, Fri., March 14, 6 p.m. 
Dublin Senior Center. Parade, March 
15, 9:30 a.m. Amador Plaza - Dublin 
Blvd. - Village Pkwy - Amador Valley 
Blvd., sponsored by Dublin Lions 
Club. Pancake Breakfast, March 15, 
7 a.m. Fire Station 16, 7494 Donahue 
Dr., Sponsored by Alameda County 
Firefighters - Local 55. Shamrock 5K 
fun walk and run. March 16, 8:30 
a.m. race begins at Civic Plaza. www.
ci.dublin.ca.us

Rivers and Glaciers of California, Tim 
Palmer, author, photographer presents 
the program on Sun., March 16, 2 
p.m. Friends of the Library Authors 
and Arts Series program. Livermore 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. www.
livermorelibrary.net. 

1,000 Words - a literary response, 
poet laureate San Kay Harrison will 
host an event related to the art exhibi-
tion at the Harrington Gallery, March 
27, 6:30 p.m.

1st annual Livermore Half Marathon, 
Sat., March 29, start and finish in 
downtown Livermore. runlivermore.
com.

The second annuaI “Sharing Our Music” concert, hosted 
on Sunday, January 26 by the Tri-Valley’s Interfaith 
Interconnect, played to a full house of 500 people at the 
First Presbyterian Church of Livermore. The audience 
was treated to Shamanic drumming, American Indian 
prayer, several Christian and Jewish choirs, a gospel 
singer, chanting of the Koran, Hindu chants for peace, 
and the blowing of the Shofar. The reception following 
the concert was filled with people of different faiths 
getting to know each other. The mission of Interfaith 
Interconnect is “To enrich, inform and educate ourselves 
and others about the great diversity of faiths and 
cultures in our valley.” Information may be obtained 
on the Interfaith Interconnect Facebook page, or by 
emailing interfaith.interconnect@gmail.com. Pictured 
is the youth choir from the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in Livermore. Photo was provided by 
Peter Poulsen.
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Birthright of Livermore, Office is 
open M-Tu-W-F, 10 am-2 pm and Th. 
eve. 6-9 pm. To discuss a variety of 
volunteer opportunities please call John M. 
Kupski evenings at 606-8230 (or Thursday 
evenings 6-9 pm at Birthright office 
449-5887). Birthright offers free pregnancy 
tests, guidance, adoption and medical 
referrals, baby and maternity clothing, and 
more. Those in need of services, please 
visit the Livermore office at 1520 Catalina 
Ct., or call (925) 449-5887 during busi-
ness hours. The 1-800-550-4900 Hotline 
number is staffed 24 hours a day. Please 
see our website at www.birthright.org for 
more information. All Birthright services 
are free and confidential. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of the 
store sale. For more information visit www.
shepgate.org/holiday

Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, meets the first Saturday of the 
month through May at 9:30 a.m. in the 
chapel of Asbury United Methodist Church, 
Livermore. Members are descendants 
of patriots of the American Revolution. 
DAR is dedicated to preserving American 
history, promoting patriotism and securing 
America's future through patriotism and 
better education. For information contact 
jhlchapter@yahoo.com or 784-1935.

Arthritis/Chronic Pain Support 
Group, Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m. Asbury 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., 
Livermore. Information, contact Barbara 
503-449-3861, or email bltrey@gmail.
com. Free will donations accepted toward 
room rent.

Bereaved Mothers' Network of the 
Tri-Valley, offering support, understand-
ing and compassion to mothers who 
have suffered the loss (past or present) 
of a precious child. Safe, confidential, 
non-judgmental environment. Monthly 
meeting held at 7 P.M. on the first Tuesday 
of the month. Livermore Civic Center 
Library in Community Room "B." Small 
voluntary donations to help with meeting 
and outreach costs are appreciated. For 
further information reach Katie Strube at 
katiestrube@comcast.net. 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Overeaters Anonymous. All are 
welcome. No weigh-ins, free will dona-
tions for rent. Tuesdays at 7 p.m. at St. 
Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, 678 Enos 
Way, Livermore. Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. 
at Unitarian Universalist Church, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. Call Nora for further 
information at (925)337-9118.

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 

help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 
to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Tri-Valley Parent Resource and 
Support Group is a twice-a-month parent 
support group for parents with children 
to age 18 diagnosed with or suspected of 
having bipolar or other mood disorders. 
It meets First and third Tuesdays of each 
month from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m at 
Pathways To Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge 
Dr., Suite #114, Pleasanton. The group 
is drop-in, no registration required and is 
free. Suzi Glorioso by phone: (925) 443-
1797 or by e-mail: glorios4@comcast.net

Tri-Valley Haven is offering a sexual 
assault support group for survivors of 
sexual assault on Fridays at 1 pm at their 
Livermore community building. The group 
will help survivors gain further knowledge 
and understanding of the effects of sexual 
assault and help them find support in a 
safe and confidential environment. This 
group aims to support each participant by 
creating an empowering atmosphere where 
participants can learn new coping skills. To 
sign up for the SA Group or for additional 
information, please call Christine at Tri-
Valley Haven: 925-667-2707.

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All 
Military" is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
support of deployed troops. Preparation of 
comfort packages takes place every other 
week - all year long. Providing morale 
support for those deployed. All information 
provided is confidential and is not shared 
for security purposes. To submit a name 
and address, inquire about donations or 
helping, please visit www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or 
call 925 443-7620 for more information 
and the calendar of events. 

VFW Post 7265, Livermore, invites 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, all military 
branches, to join the group. Any age 
veteran welcome to meetings held 1st and 
3rd Mondays, 522 South L St., Livermore. 
Camaraderie, support, connections, 
advocacy, distinction and community 
service. Meetings on the 1st Monday begin 
at 7:30 p.m. and on the 3rd Monday at 8 
p.m. Information, call 455-5039.

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Please contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.
com for the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 

support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place for 
family members to come and share their 
experiences and concerns with others who 
understand what they are going through. 
All family members are welcome to attend 
meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion please call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-
5014 or email livermoremilitaryfamilies@
yahoo.

ValleyCare Auxiliary, Volunteers 
needed. Nine different areas of volunteer 
service available in both Pleasanton and 
Livermore. Floor service, information 
desks, office, the library, gift and thrift 
shops. 734-3368.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel, 10:30 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program. For more information 
www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 
a.m. Children's classes during adult wor-
ship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Information 
931-1055. 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affili-
ated with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi 
Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-
1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 
N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs 
and magazines for sale. For information, 
call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship ser-
vice at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

 Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Saturdays at 6 p.m. 5860 Las Positas 
Road, Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 
1239 North Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Adult Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Children's 

Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. Prayer each 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. followed by Bible 
study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College 
Ave. at M St., Livermore; worships on 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s 
program on Sunday morning and first 
Fridays. The community is welcome. United 
CC is an Open and Affirming ministry.  Call 
449-6820 for more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. 
Services: Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; 
worship service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for 
all ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children’s Church 11:15 a.m. Women's 
Bible study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Inter-
cessory prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. 
Please call office at 846-8650 for weekly 
programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Sunday school or Bible study for all 
ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 
p.m. Wednesday nights there is adult Bible 
study at 6:45 and NRG and Re.Gen for 
youth, and children's choir for kids. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 5860 
Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday Liturgy 
at 10 a.m. For details please see www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our hospital-
ity. For more information call the church 
office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church, 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. Sunday Services: Contempla-
tive Eucharist 8:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:20 a.m. Choral Eucharist with choir 
10:30 a.m.; child care for children under 5 
available at 10:30 service.

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are wel-
comed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-

ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; 
in the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare 
offered for infants through age 6 and 
children start in the worship service. 10:40 
a.m. contemporary worship led by a band. 
Sunday school for children and middle-
schoolers. www.centerpointechurch.org 
925-846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School, 6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican 
Church (1928 Book of Common Prayer), 
193 Contractors Avenue, Livermore. Sun-
day services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) and 10 
am (High Mass with Sunday School). Other 
Holy Days as announced. For information, 
call msg. center at 925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.
jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, please call the office at (925) 
479-1414 to begin the process. Wednesday 
and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 
4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 

every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 
will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nis-
sen Drive, Livermore.

Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat, an 
informal gathering to discuss ideas,10:45 
a.m. at Café Rumi, 4799 Heyer Ave., 
Castro Valley. The topic is “Can Judaism 
survive without a strong Orthodox com-
munity?” Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat 
is an activity of the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
a Secular Humanistic Jewish commu-
nity, but is open to the entire community. 
(Non-members are asked to donate $5 per 
session.) Further sessions are scheduled 
for March 2, and April 13 with topics to be 
announced. For information, please contact 
(925) 240-5612.

Healing journey after death of a 
loved one. St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. Second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. February 13 and 27, 2014. No pre-
registration is necessary. These sessions 
are open to all, regardless of religious 
affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty at 
925-846-5377 for more information.

Unity of Tri-Valley Church - Sunday 
services are at 10:00 a.m.; all are 
welcome. Ongoing small groups, weekly 
activities, choir, classes, and Children's 
church. 9875 Dublin Canyon Rd., Castro 
Valley (2 miles west of Stoneridge Mall). 
(925) 829-2733, www.trivalleyunity.com 
Rev. Karen Epps.

Lynnewood United Methodist, Wor-
ship services are 9:00 and 10:30 am with 
childcare at both times and Sunday school 
at 10:30 am. 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton. 
Rev. Heather Leslie Hammer, pastor. 925 
846-0221, www.lynnewood.org.

Kenneth Billheimer, 
Au.D.

Audiologist/Hearing Aid Specialist

Sierra Parini, Au.D.
Audiologist/Hearing Aid Specialist

Jacque Pedraza
Hearing Aid Specialist

Are You Hearing 
And Understanding 
The Sounds of Life?

HEARING SERVICES
Pleasanton

4460 Black Ave, #F

484-3507

Livermore 
1613 Second Street

960-0391
www.pleasantonhearingservices.com
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Twelve women will be 
inducted into the Alameda 
County Women’s Hall of 
Fame at its 21st Anniver-
sary Luncheon and Awards 
Ceremony in Oakland on 
March 29.

Inductees from the Tri-
Valley include:

Katherine Dunphy Guz-
man, Education. Katherine 
is a Senior Engineer at San-
dia National Laboratories 
in Livermore who leads 
numerous outreach efforts 
to interest young women 
and minorities in careers 
in Science-Technology-
Engineering-Math. 

Vanessa Hanley Lordi of 

From Friday, January 
17th to Sunday, January 
19th, fifty students from 
Foothill DECA attended the 
Northern California DECA 
District Conference. At this 
event, members presented 
business plans and delivered 
professional presentations 
to various industry profes-
sionals who volunteered as 
judges. 

Foothill DECA received 
110 total awards including 
44 finalists (top 1-8 spots 
overall) and 25 receiving 
the highly coveted top hon-
ors (1st – 4th spot) at this 
event. The overall awards 
include a combination of 
presentation(s) and/or a 
written project and/or a 100 
question industry cluster 
exam. 

 Results: Shivi Bhatnager, 
automotive services market-
ing, 2nd; Karen Chang, 
advertising campaign, 4th; 

Priya Gambhir, travel and 
tourism team decision mak-
ing, 1st; Pierrick Genard, 
hotel and lodging manage-
ment, 1st; Roland Huang, 
business finance services; 
3rd; Edward Im, business 
operations research, 4th; 
sports and entertainment 
marketing, 4th; Ashna Jasu-
ja, accounting applications, 
4th; finance operations re-
search, 3rd; Ashwin Kumar, 
sports and entertainment 
marketing, 2nd; Byron Lo, 
food marketing, 1st; Ardin 
Lo, food marketing, 2nd; 
Andrew Nam, retail mer-
chandising, 2nd; 

Neha Nirkondar, finance 
operations research, 3rd; 
Kate Oh, marketing com-
munications team decision 
making, 2nd; Christine Oh, 
marketing communications 
team decision making, 2nd; 
Nihar Patil, business op-
erations research, 4th; Ray-
mond Peng, advertising 

campaign, 3rd; Luka Qin, 
restaurant and food service 
management, 2nd; Stepha-
nie Yu, international busi-
ness plan, 3rd; Crystal Tang, 
apparel and accessories mar-
keting, 1st; international 
business plan, 3rd; Priyanka 
Walimbe, travel and tourism 
team decision making, 1st. 

Other Foothill final-
ists (top 8) included: Hil-
ary Djatikusuma, Alexander 
Gu, Anmol Gupta, Olivia 
Huang, Angela Jocson, Saa-
chi Keswani, Brian Lee, 
Austin Nguyen and Chloe 
Wohlenberg. For a complete 
list of winners visit the Foot-
hill DECA Facebook page or 
Mrs. Raaker’s staff webpage 
at www.foothillfalcons.org

With over 1000 students 
in attendance, members 
expanded their abilities as 
leaders, communicators, 
critical thinkers, and busi-
ness professionals. This 

event was a valuable oppor-
tunity for members to apply 
the knowledge obtained in 
the classroom. 

“This was truly an unfor-
gettable experience, Foothill 
did extremely well and ev-

eryone learned a lot while 
having a good time” said 
Foothill DECA President, 
Crystal Tang 

Tami Raaker, Foothill 
DECA Advisor, stated, 
“This is Foothill DECA’s 
best showing by far and it 
is largely due to the excel-
lent training implemented 
but this year’s outstanding 
team of chapter officers.. I 

couldn’t be more proud."
Members from Foothill 

DECA will be traveling to 
Anaheim this February 6th 
-9th to compete at California 
DECA’s state competition. 
The goal at the state confer-
ence is to earn the chance to 
compete at the International 
Career Development Con-
ference to be held May 2nd 
– 7th in Atlanta, Georgia.

Foothill DECA Wins at Norcal Competition

Livermore, Sports and Ath-
letics. Vanessa has recruited 
large numbers of women 
athletes into the West Valley 
Track Club, the oldest track 
club in Northern California.  

Others include: Agnes 
Ubalde, Business and Pro-
fessions; Sallie T. Carey, 
Community Service. Known 
to many as Mama Sallie, 
Ms. Carey; Liane Yasumoto, 
Culture and Art; Jennifer 
Krill, Environment; Carol 
Brown, Health; Monica An-
derson, Justice; Deborah Ale 
Flint, Non-Traditional Ca-
reers; Alba Witkin of Berke-
ley, Philanthropy; Arlene 
Blum of Berkeley, Science, 

Technology, Engineering; 
and SiLin Huang, Youth. 

“Each of these outstand-
ing women helps make Al-
ameda County a place that is 
second-to-none in terms of 
its vibrant culture and rich 
diversity,” said Alameda 
County Administrator Su-
san S. Muranishi, an event 
co-chair. “We believe this 
outstanding class of induct-
ees will help make 2014 our 
best year ever.’’

To learn more about the 
2014 inductees to the Alam-
eda County Women’s Hall 
of Fame, go to http://www.
acgov.org/cao/halloffame/. 

This year’s Women’s 

Hall of Fame luncheon and 
awards ceremony is set for 
12:30 p.m. on Sat., March 
29,  at the Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral, 4700 Lincoln 
Avenue, Oakland. The event 
will be hosted by the Alam-
eda County Board of Su-
pervisors and the Alameda 
County Commission on the 
Status of Women.

The program raises mon-
ey for local charities pro-
viding needed resources to 
women and children in the 
community. Tickets  are $75. 
For tickets, visit http://www.
acgov.org/cao/halloffame/.  
For sponsorship opportuni-
ties, call (510) 272-3882.

Foothill High School DECA students show off their trophies.

Bong-Gi Min, son of Mr. Byoung Wook Min and Ms. Young 
Sik Sung of Dublin, was named to the Fall Term 2013 Dean’s List 
at Choate Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, Connecticut. Choate 
Rosemary Hall is an independent secondary school enrolling 865 
boarding and day students from 40 states and D.C., and 40 countries.

Kiley Alyse Zeitler of Livermore has made the Seattle Pacific 
University 2013 Autumn Quarter Dean’s List. Students on the 
Dean’s List have completed at least 12 credits and attained a 3.50 
or higher grade point average.   

Two students from Livermore are listed on the high dean’s 
list at Millikin University for fall 2013.  They are Hailee Peck, a 
senior in the College of Arts and Sciences majoring in mathemat-
ics and Mackenzie Peck, a sophomore in the College of Arts and 
Sciences majoring in biology.

  

County Hall of Fame Inductees Include Two Local Women


