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PET OF THE WEEK
Handsome Dan is a real ladies’ man. You’ll swoon 
over his sensitive soul and go wild at his rugged 
catliness. The two-year-old is looking for a one-cat 
guardian, since Handsome Dan want to be the object 
of all your affection. Pick him up during Adults Only, 
a cat adoption affaire running February 14-28 at Valley 
Humane Society, when adoption fees will be just $14 
on adult cats. 3670 Nevada Street, Pleasanton. For 
more info visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. 
Photo - Valley Humane Society/ ForePictures.com

The director and crew of Cold Pressed movie scramble to finish their filming at Purple Orchid Wine Country 
Resort & Spa before the sun sets. For story, see page 5)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Clouds cast shadows over the hills in the Valley. 

Vote Set March 17 to Fill 
7th District State Senate Seat

Voters in the 7th State 
Senate District will chose 
a new representative on 
March 17.

There are five names on 
the ballot. However, the 
lone Republican Michaela 
Hertle, has dropped out of 
the race. 

Four Democrats, Susan 
Bonilla, Joan Buchanan, 
Steve Glazer and Terry Kr-
emin, are campaigning for 
the position. 

The Independent inter-
viewed each of the four re-
maining candidates, asking 
questions on such issues as 
water, education, and af-
fordable housing.

If none of the candidates 
receives 50 percent of the 
vote, the top two finishers 
will face off in the May 19 
election.

The interviews are in 
alphabetical order.

SUSAN BONILLA
Susan Bonilla currently 

represents the 14th Assem-

bly District. Her political ca-
reer includes serving on the 
Concord City Council and 
as mayor. Bonilla was also 
elected to the Contra Costa 
County Board of Supervi-
sors. She has been endorsed 
by Mark DeSaulnier, who 
most recently represented 
the 7th Senate District.

She will be termed out of 
the Assembly in 2016.

Bonilla said that she de-
cided to run for the State 
Senate in order to continue 
the work she began in the 
Assembly where her focus 
has been on education is-
sues. 

She refers to education 
as a foundational issue for 
the district and the state. "In 
order to see a full and stable 
economic recovery, we have 
to reinvest in and modern-
ize education," she stated. 
Students need to graduate 
with a higher set of skills in 
order to enter the changing 
workforce or to go on to 
higher education. Educa-

tion is necessary to close the 
income gap, create a good 
business climate and a better 
quality of life for all.

Bonilla added, “We are 
looking at a huge skills gap 
by 2025. It is estimated 
that the state will be short 
two million workers skilled 
enough to fill the jobs of 
the future." That includes 
a shortage of one million 
workers with college de-
grees. Another one million, 
who are not going to college, 
will need training beyond 
high school.

In addition, she said, a 
skilled workforce is required 
in order to attract businesses 
to the state, a critical step to 
ensure economic stability. 
"We have done ourselves a 
huge disservice by not fund-
ing education. 

"I see education as some-
thing that benefits everyone. 
Unless we invest in this gen-
eration and the generations 
after, California will become 

(See ELECTION, page 6)

By Jeff Garberson
The former head of the 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission sees nuclear 
power as a valuable part of 
the U.S. energy economy 
because it provides a carbon-
free source of electricity at a 
time when excess carbon in 
the atmosphere is warming 
the world. 

At the same time, we are 
not doing as much as we 
should to educate the public 
and involve it in nuclear 

International relations 
and the "Farm to Fork" ho-
listic approach to food will 
be among new high school 
courses to be offered next 
year in Pleasanton.

The Pleasanton Unified 
School District Board heard 
presentations at its meeting 
Jan. 27 about the classes, as 
well as two other new offer-
ings: medical interventions 
and a joint civil engineering 
and architecture class. 

The international rela-

Simon announced Tues-
day that the Livermore 
Premium Outlets will be 
rebranded and named San 
Francisco Premium Outlets 
in conjunction with its major 
expansion.

The 512,000 square-foot 
center is located at the corner 
of El Charro Road and I-580 
in Livermore. There are 130 
designer and name brand 
outlet stores located there 
including Armani, Barneys 
New York, Bloomingdale's 
Outlet, Burberry, Cole Haan, 
DKNY, Elie Tahari, Kate 
Spade New York, Last Call 
by Neiman Marcus, Polo 
Ralph Lauren, Prada and 
Saks Fifth Avenue Off 5th. 

The center opened in 
2012 and is currently un-
dergoing an expansion to 
add 185,000 square feet to 
be populated by leading 
designer brands. The expan-
sion is scheduled to open on 
August 13, 2015.

“The rebranding of the 
center will also serve to fur-
ther highlight the additional 
merchants and amenities 
that are being added as part 
of the current expansion,” 
said Stephen Yalof, CEO of 
Premium Outlets.

In addition, he comment-
ed that the new name better 
reflects that residents from 
the entire Bay area as well 
as visitors from all over the 
world are shopping at the 
outlets.

To learn more, visit www.
premiumoutlets.com/san-
francisco.

 

Dublin City Council 
members awarded a $33 
million contract to build 
swimming and water slide 
facilities at Emerald Glen 
Park. Scheduled to open in 
early 2017, councilmembers 
noted that it will rival major 
commercial water parks and 
indoor pools in the East Bay.

The council  granted 
the contract to Overaa & 
Company Construction by 
a unanimous vote at its Feb. 
3 meeting. The $33 million 
contract includes $3 million 
set aside by the city as a 10 
percent margin for contin-
gencies.

The facilities will include 
one of the biggest indoor 
swimming pools in the East 
Bay, six water slides, includ-
ing two that are 45-feet tall 
and achieve fast speeds for 
users. There will be a splash 
pool for children where they 
can wade to a depth of 18 
inches.

In addition, the park con-
struction will include a 2000-
seat outdoor amphitheater, 
which can be used for sum-
mer concerts, community 
events, and the annual Splat-
ter event, said parks and 
community services director 
Paul McCreary.

The amphitheater will 
be larger than the 1500-seat 

Name 
Change 
for Outlets

LVPAC Plans 
Aim to Enhance 
Arts Experiences

The Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center 
(LVPAC) has received its 
first payment of $1.2 mil-
lion from its $3.75 million 
settlement with the state. 
The funds were used to pay 
off the loan from Alameda 
County, as well as update 
payables.

The news kicked off a 
report presented by new 
LVPAC Executive Director 
Scott Kenison at Monday's 
Livermore City Council 
meeting. His comments 
were made during the citi-
zen's forum.

Kenison noted, "It is nice 
to be up to date. However, 
that doesn't mean that we 
are resting."

Fund-raising remains a 
large part of the operation. 
Kenison stated, "We have 
gotten off to a great start and 
are confident we will make 
our 2015 donor goal. With 
Chris Carter as our new 
development director, we 
added 88 more members, or 
a 15 percent increase at the 
end of last year. We have set 
an ambitious goal to add 50 
percent more this year."

Carter is working on two 
major corporate sponsor-
ships.

LVPAC is close to be-
ginning work on installing 
solar panels on the roof 
of the Bankhead Theater 
at no cost to LVPAC. The 
panels, battery and hope-
fully, the installation costs 
will be donated, a value of 
over $250,000, according 
to Kenison.

Tickets sales are at 86 
percent for this season com-
pared to 54 percent last year. 

Dublin Moves 
Forward with 
Major Pools, 
Water Slides, 
Amphitheater 

(See DUBLIN, page 3)

(See ARTS, page 2)

International Relations, Farm to Fork Among 
New Classes Planned Next Year in Pleasanton

tions class will be offered at 
Amador Valley and Foothill 
high schools. As described 
in the course, the class will 
examine cooperation and 
conflict, such as wars, be-
tween nations. Various in-
stitutions relevant to inter-
national interaction, notably 
the United Nations, will be 
studied.

In the second semester, 
classes will explore the top-
ics of poverty, health, gender 
issues, environment, and 

human rights.
One unit in the course 

will examine the rise of glo-
balization over the past 70 
years, with attention to inter-
national financing, the flow 
of goods between nations, 
the role of the International 
Monetary Fund in shaping 
development, and the effect 
of collapsing currencies on 
the world economy. 

Nathan Parrish, a teacher 
at Foothill, developed the 

class.
The Farm to Fork class 

will be an addition to the 
culinary program at Village 
High School. Kit Little, who 
leads the culinary program, 
developed the class. It seeks 
to integrate the growing of 
food with food preparation 
and nutrition in relation to 
the overall picture of the 
food industry.

Part of the emphasis will 
be on the slow food move-

(See CLASSES, page 2)

Former NRC Chair Values
Nuclear In U.S. Energy Mix

power decision making, said 
Allison Macfarlane, who 
left the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission after two and 
a half years to return to 
academia at the end of 2014.

The NRC is responsible 
for the safety of all U.S. 
nuclear reactors and for 
the regulation of medical 
radiation and U.S. nuclear 
waste. Macfarlane, who has 
personal ties to Livermore, 
was appointed by President 
Obama to head the agency 

in 2012. 
With a PhD in geology 

from MIT, she was the only 
scientist ever to hold that 
position. 

Today, she heads the Cen-
ter for International Science 
and Technology Policy at 
George Washington Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C., 
half an hour’s drive from her 
pre-NRC faculty position at 
George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Va.

At GWU, she also directs 

the university’s master of 
arts program in science and 
technology policy.

Macfarlane was married 
in Livermore in 2001 to 
Hugh Gusterson, an anthro-
pologist who has written 
extensively about the Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory and the U.S. 
nuclear weapons program. 

In a telephone interview, 
Macfarlane said she found 
the transition from academia 
to federal agency challeng-

ing, in part because as NRC 
chairwoman, her “time 
was not her own.” She was 
"scheduled from 7:30 in the 
morning to 6 p.m.

“For an academic, two 
and a half years of that is a 
long time!”

Nevertheless, it was a 
“great experience,” she 
said. “I learned so much” 
about management at the 
3,700-employee agency, as 
well as about nuclear reac-

(See NUCLEAR, page 4)
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WHAT IS BEING PLANNED:   CALTRANS (California Department of Transportation) 
is proposing to replace the Alameda Creek Bridge and realign the eastern and western 
approaches to the bridge on SR-84.  The Alameda Creek Bridge is in Niles Canyon, 
between Fremont and Sunol, in Alameda County.  The purpose of this project is correct 
deficiencies associated with the existing structure.  The proposed work will encroach 
upon wetlands and the Alameda Creek floodplain.  As part of the environmental studies, 
the project was evaluated to determine if there are any practical alternatives to avoid this 
encroachment or, if not, to ensure that all practical measures are taken to minimize harm 
to wetlands and the floodplain. 

WHY THIS NOTICE:  CALTRANS has studied the effects this project may have on the 
environment.  Our studies show the project will significantly affect the quality of the 
environment.  This notice is to tell you of the preparation of the draft EIR and of its 
availability for you to read.  A meeting will be held to give you an opportunity to talk 
about design features of the project with CALTRANS before the final design is selected. 

WHAT’S AVAILABLE:  You can look at or obtain the draft EIR at the CALTRANS District 
4 Office, 111 Grand Avenue, Oakland, CA 94612 on weekdays from 8:00 am-5:00 pm.  
There are also copies of the report online at http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/envdocs.htm 
or at http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/nilescanyon/ and hard copies of the report at the Niles 
Library (150 I Street, Fremont, CA 94536), the Fremont Main Library (2400 Stevenson 
Boulevard, Fremont, CA 94538), and the Pleasanton Library (400 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566).

WHERE YOU COME IN:  CALTRANS welcomes your comments on the draft EIR.  The 
most beneficial comments include specific alternatives or mitigation measures that would 
provide better ways to avoid or mitigate any potential environmental effects of the project, 
concerns that are not addressed in the draft EIR, inaccuracies or missing information, 
and/or statistical data or facts to support your concern.  If you wish to make a comment 
on the draft EIR, you may submit your written comments to CALTRANS.  Please submit 
written comments on the draft EIR to CALTRANS District 4, Attn: Elizabeth White, 
111 Grand Avenue MS 8B, Oakland, CA 94612 or via email to nilescanyonprojects@dot.
ca.gov.  All comments must be received by 5 pm on Friday, March 20, 2015.  Additionally, 
a public open forum hearing will be held to solicit comments on the draft EIR.

WHEN AND WHERE:  A public open forum hearing will be held on Monday, February 
23, 2015 from 6 pm-8 pm at Niles Canyon Elementary School Cafeteria (37141 2nd Street, 
Fremont, CA 94536).  A brief presentation on the project will be given at 6:30 pm.

CONTACT:  The meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities.  
Persons requesting special accommodations should contact Caltrans 
District 4 Office of Public Affairs at (510)-286-4444, or use the California 
Relay Service TTY number, (800)-735-2929 no later than three days before 
the meeting. 

PUBLIC MEETING
Notice of Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

Available for Alameda Creek Bridge Replacement On State
Route 84 (SR-84) and Notice of Public Open Forum Hearing

Map reproduced by courtesy of the California 
State Automobile Association, Copyright owner. 
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Open Sat & Sun  
2/14 & 2/15
1-4pm

2862 Waverly Way
Livermore

John “Bear”  
Boehrer

REALTOR

(925) 640-7474 
Cal BRE #00959167

Accord

Views, Views, And  
More Views! 

Remodeled 4 BD/2.5 BA  
with Stunning Views of  
Mt. Diablo and more!  
No direct Rear Neighbors! 

Offered at $899,000.

Pictured are newlyweds  Mr. & Mrs. Ron Laccabue of Livermore with Mayor John 
Marchand, who performed the civil marriage ceremony at City Hall.  Marchand stated, 
"I was very honored that someone would ask me to participate in such an important 
part of their lives. The couple wrote their own vows. Friends and family were on 
hand for the ceremony." The Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to perform civil 
marriage ceremonies at City Hall by appointment only.  For more information call 
Livermore City Clerk Susan Neer at 925.960.4200.

Livermore is seeing an uptick in business activity.
Gillig, a 125-year-old, family-owned company and the 

nation's second largest builder of transit buses, will relocate 
its manufacturing and office facility in Hayward to a 38-
acre site at the new Oaks Business Park near the Livermore 
Municipal Airport.

 The Livermore Planning Commission approed the 
plans at its Feb. 3 meeting. Gillig will build a nearly 
600,000-square-foot main facility, as well as two smaller 
structures -- a 50,000-square-foot building used for fabri-
cation and assembly and a 27,000 square-foot facility to 
prepare the buses for delivery. The business will employ 
800 workers and provide 836 parking spaces. 

The last bus company owned by Americans, Gillig has a 
long history in the Bay Area. The company was founded in 
San Francisco in 1890 by Jacob Gillig to build horse-drawn 
carriages. Now the company is the only one to manufacture 
buses entirely in the United States.

OAKS CENTER
A groundbreaking ceremony was held for the Oaks 

Logistics Center. The project is scheduled for completion 
late this year and is expected to generate 437 construction 
jobs and 700 long-term jobs.

 Trammell Crow Company and its real estate advisor, 
Bentall Kennedy announced that construction has begun 
on Oaks Logistics Center in Livermore. The project will 
consist of three Class A industrial logistics buildings, total-
ing approximately 1.3 million square feet. All buildings will 
be constructed simultaneously. 

The new state-of-the-art logistics/fulfillment center will 
be accessible from major transportation corridors. The 
three-building development is located on Highway 84 just 
south of Highway 580 via the new Isabel Avenue/High-
way 84 Interchange. Designed to achieve LEED® Silver 
certification, the construction of the project is estimated to 
create more than 420 green jobs for members of the Building 
Trades and over $157 million in economic activity. 

“We are excited to be working with MEPT, Bentall Ken-
nedy and the City on a meaningful industrial opportunity in 
the Bay Area,” said Will Parker, Principal with Trammell 
Crow Company’s Northern California Business Unit. “Over 
the past 20 years, TCC’s work with MEPT and Bentall Ken-
nedy has grown into a successful partnership and tackled 
complex transactions and delivered best-in-class industrial 
facilities. Oaks Logistics Center is a great example of our 
collaboration.” 

 

In an effort to make ticket 
purchases easier, Kenison 
said that LVPAC will be 
adding the ability to book on 
mobile devices and to print 
tickets at home. In addition, 
the hope is to make ticket 
services available for all 
Livermore groups. "All of 
these plans will improve our 
service to the community 
and our revenue base at the 
same time," said Kenison.

Increased use of the 
Bankhead is under consid-
eration. Kenison explained, 
"I see the Bankhead lobby 
as the center of cultural life 
in downtown Livermore. 
The lobby is generally not 

ARTS
(continued from page one)

used during the day. It would 
benefit both the Livermore 
business community and 
LVPAC to have it used as a 
visitors center. Discussions 
have taken place with an 
architect about ways to make 
that happen."

Kenison described other 
efforts to increase revenues, 
which include allowing pa-
trons to take beer and wine 
to their seats and bringing 
concession stands into the 
lobby and upstairs. Kenison 
is reviewing the profit mar-
gin in the concession area, 
with the goal of increasing 
the margin from 50 percent 
to 65 percent.

Educational programs 
will become more robust. 
The goal will be to bring 
more students into the the-
ater by providing tickets 
and special performances. In 
addition, more artists would 
be made available to go into 
the schools by applying 
for grants and developing 
a catalog of visiting art-
ists. A training program for 
students interested in the 
arts would be established 
by promoting existing arts 
programs at the Bothwell.

Tuesday Tunes will re-
ceive help with logistics. In 
turn, the performances will 
be used to promote LVPAC's 
2015-16 season. 

A new website will be 
launched, along with a blog 
and a more interactive cal-
endar.

Kenison concluded, "In-
creasing our income is im-
portant. However, we are 
also searching for areas to 
cut costs. I have instructed 
our auditors to look closely 
at our cost centers and com-
pare our expenditures with 
those of similar organiza-
tions in California."

Councilmember Bob Wo-
erner commented, "It is good 
to hear the progress LVPAC 
is making."

COMMISSION 
INTERVIEWS

The council selected nine 
candidates to be interviewed 
for appointment to the Plan-
ning Commission. There 
were twelve applicants.

On the list to be inter-
viewed are incumbents Lo-
retta Kaskey and Neal Pann; 
Erik Bjorklund, Regina 
Bonanno, Bryan Fagundes, 
Erik Gets, Stephanie Reitter 
Byous, Clay Widmayer and 
Bill Zagotta.

ment, which counters the fast 
food industry. The course 
outline cites the early con-
tribution of Berkeley chef 
Alice Waters, who helped 
start the slow food move-
ment, and who started a 
garden at a Berkeley school. 
Michele Obama's emphasis 
on healthy cooking and nu-
trition were mentioned.

Trustee Jamie Hintzke 
said that UC Extension pi-
loted a program at a county 
youth facility that put a 
mental health provider in a 
garden with the gardener, so 
the youths could gain access 
to mental health services in 
that atmosphere. 

Some programs that work 
well with youths' feelings 
use art or gardening, said 
Hintzke, who was familiar 
with the program through 
her county health depart-
ment work with teen-agers. 
"This (new garden) sounds 
like the perfect place to try 
that out," she stated.

Little confirmed that a 
casual and constructive at-
mosphere like a garden, or 
a kitchen, is conducive to 
teens being more open about 
their problems.

Little said that she has 
found over the years that 
in addition to gardening, 
she has found that teach-
ing quilting also opened up 
teens. "They are magical 
places (for having discus-
sions)," she declared.

The Food to Fork pro-
gram will cost $5000. It will 
be funded by the Alameda 
County Master Gardeners, 
and Fertile Groundwork 
in Livermore, a non-profit 
that finds acreage where it 
can grow food to feed the 
hungry.

The class in civil engi-
neering and architecture 
will be offered at Amador 
Valley. It will show the his-
tory of the field, including a 
look at ancient architecture 
and its influence on modern 
buildings. Civil engineers 
solve spatial and construc-
tion problems, and may be 
involved in various kinds of 
engineering specialties, in-
cluding environmental, geo-
technical, water resources, 
transportation, construction 
and urban planning.

Architects focus on de-
signing the look and feel 

of the interior and exterior 
of buildings. Some of the 
course will focus on residen-
tial design, with attention to 
green building, and cost and 
efficiency analysis. Teach-
ers Tony Dennis and Laurie 
James drafted the course.

The medical intervention 
class at Foothill will be the 
third in the school's Proj-
ect Lead the Way (PLTW) 
program, which focuses on 
a career pathway. PLTW, 
a non-profit organization, 
creates partnerships with 
teachers in K-12 STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neery and math) programs. 
It helps to provide materials 
and training for teachers 
throughout the United States 
to make them more effective 
in teaching science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math.

In the medical interven-
tion class, the approach will 
be to present a problem to 
students, and have them use 
available scientific knowl-
edge in biomedicine to solve 
the problem. They will ana-
lyze DNA to determine what 
is wrong with a patient, and 
how the patient can be cured.

Problems are structured 
so they are not very easy. 
For example, the presenting 
problem might be solved 
by one approach. Then, 
there may be an unforeseen 
setback, perhaps a negative 
side-effect. Then, it is back 
to solving one more prob-
lem, and more investigation 
into the molecular structure 
of the problem. 

There will be further at-
tention to genetic testing, 
including cancer screen-
ing, and other biomedicine 
topics. Teacher Joshua Hill 
initiated the course.

E-DEVICES FOR
MIDDLE SCHOOLS
The board heard an up-

date from teachers about 
efforts to fulfill the district's 
vision of all middle school 
students having access to an 
electronic device.

The key word is access. 
Not all students will have 
e-devices, but all will have 
access to them. In the class-
room, the goal is a ratio of 
three students to one device. 

The 3:1 ratio works well 
with the cooperative learn-
ing situation, in which stu-
dents in small groups solve 

problems together. 
Currently, 30 percent of 

middle school students use 
computers in classes. All are 
in science or block classes, 
in which students stay in the 
same room for English and 
social studies.

Computers may not be 
necessary for many of the 
tasks undertaken by middle 
school students. Notebooks, 
such as the Google operating 
system Chromebook, i-pads, 
and even cell phones can 
be used for various tasks. 
For example, when writ-
ing a paper, Chromebooks 
have enough memory for 
the task. The device can 
also store a limited amount 
of work for students in the 
cloud through their g-mail 
accounts. Chromebooks are 
priced around $200.

The district expects to 
reach the total access level 
for middle school students 
by beginning with 6th grad-
ers in the next school year. 

In the following year, 
those 6th graders will move 
up to 7th grade, and a whole 
new 6th grade class will 
have access to electronic 
devices. The same is true 
for the following year, when 
the district then will have 
full participation in all three 
grades.

The plan is to have 
enough computers at school. 
Some families have comput-
ers at home, so homework 
can be done there. Qualified 
students, on a case by case 
basis, can use loaners from 
the district, and take them 
home. Most of the students 
would be from families that 
find it difficult to afford a 
device. The district may also 
pay for home internet access, 
if needed, said superinten-
dent Parvin Ahmadi.

The financing comes 
from a combination of pri-
vate donations and the dis-
trict's local control funding 
from the state. 

A poll asked 5th grade 
parents, whose children 
will start 6th grade next 
year, whether "in order to 
help improve the ratio of 
devices to students, would 
you be willing to provide a 
device for your child to use 
in school each day?"

Results as of Jan. 18 

showed that 60 percent of 
parents would be willing to 
provide a device for their 
children, 15 percent would 
not, and 30 percent were 
undecided.

One teacher said that it is 
evident there is still work to 
be done, but the results were 
satisfying so far. Trustee 
Joan Laursen told The In-
dependent that with more 
information, the number of 
undecided people will go 
down.

Training will be increased 
so that more teachers will 
have the skills in time to 
implement the new levels of 
e-device availability. 

 

CLASSES
(continued from page one)

Oaks Center Attracting 
Business Activity
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(925) 200-9901
LiaWendell.com
CalBRE#00758816

Carla Winter
(925) 371-6063

CarlaWinter.com
CalBRE#01175730

Penny Christensen
(925) 200-7149

TriValleyHomes.com
CalBRE#00785760

Steve Eveleth
(925) 487-2246

StevesHomeSearch.com
CalBRE#01438395

Ivy LoGerfo
(925) 998-5312
IvyLoGerfo.com

CalBRE#01267853

Lea Hawley
(925) 455-6224
LeaHawley.com

CalBRE#00696932

Judi Irwin
(925) 519-4922
JudiIrwin.com

CalBRE#00860987

Accord
1841 Fourth Street, Suite E, Livermore, CA 94550 

(925) 447-9000  |  www.remaxaccord.com

Heidy Hurst
(925) 584-6377

HeidyHurstFirst.com
CalBRE#01280003

Eleanor Pemper
(925) 519-9641

PemperProperties.com
CalBRE#00888359

Outstanding Agents!  Outstanding Results!
Are you thinking of Buying or Selling a home?  If so, please call one of our “Area Specialists”.  They have years of experience and are the very best...

David Dreffs
(925) 895-3289
925Realty.com

CalBRE#01432357

Yvette Larson
(925) 667-0055

Doors2Dreams.com
CalBRE#01771056

Dana Campanella
(925) 549-9102

DanaCampanella.com
CalBRE#01295601

Lori Jefferis
(925) 980-4516
LoriJefferis.com

CalBRE#01368736

Ellen Bettencourt
(925) 899-0800 

Bet10ct.com
CalBRE#00849855

Market Share Totals
Total $ Volume (By CMS Accord - Livermore Offices)

Key to the City
Insight into your local government!

The City of Livermore is proud to present  
“Key to the City,” a unique, behind-the-scenes 
look at municipal operations.  

Be part of this exciting opportunity to explore 
the City’s programs and services while 
exchanging information and ideas with your 
local government officials.

Key to the City is a free, eleven-week program 
beginning March 10, 2015.  Space is limited,  
so apply by February 17th!

For more information or to apply, contact:

(925) 960-4040
cityclerk@cityoflivermore.net
www.cityoflivermore.net/k2City

VALLEY ROUNDUP
Buchanan Endorsement

Joan Buchanan, a candidate for the 
7th District State Senate seat continues 
to receive endorsements.

The latest came from the San Ramon 
Valley Democratic Club.

In a statement announcing their 
endorsement, the San Ramon Valley 
Democratic Club wrote,  "She (Joan) is a 
strong advocate for public education with 
a passion for the children all around the 
State.  We are pleased that she's chosen 
to run a positive campaign, and know 
that California will benefit by her being 
elected as State Senator."

This endorsement comes on the heels 
of an endorsement from the Rossmoor 
Dems earlier this week. The Tri-Valley 
Democratic Club and Diablo Valley 
Democratic Club also support Buchanan. 

Dublin Honored
The Government Finance Officers 

Association of the United States and 
Canada (GFOA) has awarded the City of 
Dublin the Distinguished Budget Presen-
tation Award. According to the GFOA, 
the award represents a “significant 
achievement,” and reflects the commit-
ment of the City of Dublin in “meeting 
the highest principles of governmental 
budgeting.”

In order to receive the award, the 
City had to satisfy nationally recognized 
guidelines for effective budget presenta-
tion. The budget was assessed on how 
well it serves as a policy document, a 
financial plan, an operations guide, and 
a communications device. Budget docu-
ments must also receive a “proficient” 
rating in all four categories, as well as 
14 mandatory criteria within those cat-
egories, to earn the award.

“The City of Dublin is dedicated to 
fiscal responsibility, transparency, and 
public service, and this award reaffirms 
that our budget, which is our most im-
portant policy document, reflects that 

commitment. It is truly an honor to be 
recognized for that achievement,” said 
Dublin Mayor David Haubert.

The award was given for the City’s 
biennial budget, Fiscal Year 2014-15, 
and Fiscal Year 2015-16 Adopted Budget 
and Financial Plan. The award-winning 
budget can be viewed on the City of Dub-
lin’s website: http://www.dublin.ca.gov/
dublinbudget.

The Distinguished Budget Presenta-
tion Awards were established by the 
GFOA in 1984. This is the first year that 
the City of Dublin has been a recipient 
of the award.

Embezzlement Arrest
The past president of the  Pleasanton 

American Little League, Jeremy Cardera,  
has been arrested on charges of embezzle-
ment.

 The arrest was the culmination of a 
month long investigation by the Pleas-
anton Police Department.  Cardera was 
suspected of embezzling over $20,000 
from the League.

When Pleasanton American Little 
League representatives approached 
Cardera regarding the suspicious trans-
actions to the little league account, he 
quickly resigned his position as president.  
Cardera had even attempted to repay the 
league for the money he had spent by 
writing a personal check.

Through the investigation, it was 
discovered Cardera had paid for his 
family to go on a vacation to Southern 
California. Further investigation revealed 
Cardera had conducted cash withdrawals 
from both an ATM machine and counter 
withdrawals from bank branch locations.  
A majority of the withdrawals from the 
little league’s account were determined to 
have occurred the same day he deposited 
money into his personal bank account. 

Cardera is currently booked into Santa 
Rita Jail in Dublin for  embezzlement and 
passing a “non-sufficient funds” check.

Woodminster Amphitheater 
in Joaquin Miller Park in 
Oakland, where musical 
comedies have been per-
formed each summer since 
1967.

Picnic rental areas, and 
a plaza for events, such as 
a farmers market, will be 
available.

Groundbreaking for the 
project is slated for next 
month.

The city had hoped to 
have the facilities open by 
this year, but the recession 
caused the city to postpone 
the project for a few years. 
Costs rose higher than the 
amount that was budgeted 

years ago, so the city will 
draw $3 million out of an-
ticipated public facilities fee 
cash flow and $2 million in 
the form of a general fund 
loan from the city budget's 
fiscal year 2014/15 surplus.

 The facilities will oc-
cupy 10 acres of the 40-acre 
park. The park is expected 

to expand another 8 acres 
at sometime in the future. 
Emerald Glen is located 
near the intersection of Cen-
tral Parkway and Tassajara 
Road, about a mile north 
of Interstate 580. It is not 
far from Pleasanton, which 
made efforts to bring water 
slides at Shadow Cliffs Park 
back into use, but failed.

The Emerald Glen indoor 
pool will provide six 25-yard 
lanes. Fitness classes and 
swim lessons can be held 
there, with up to nine lessons 
at one time.

An outdoor pool, with 
electronic timers for eight 
lanes and a scoreboard, will 
be used for competition 
swimming.

SAFETY MEASURES
ON AMADOR PLAZA

On another item, the 
council approved a two-
year capital improvement 
program costing $1.4 mil-
lion for road improvements 
on Amador Plaza Boulevard. 

Two pedestrian cross-
walks with bulb-out curb 
extensions on Amador Plaza 
Boulevard will be installed. 
The road has no crosswalk 
along its 1700 feet between 
Dublin Boulevard and Ama-
dor Valley Boulevard.  

Pedestrian safety has 
been a longtime concern 
on Amador Plaza, because 
many people cross between 
the retail shops on both sides 
of the street.

The project will include 
raised-barrier left turn lanes 
at two spots near the Ama-
dor Plaza intersection with 
Dublin Boulevard. 

At the council meeting's 
audience communication 
period, Bruce Fiedler, who 
has appeared before as a 
backer of strict controls on 
tobacco, complimented the 
council on another A grade 
from the American Lung As-
sociation, which rates cities 
on their ordinances designed 
to control and discourage 
tobacco use.

Fiedler said that since 
the percentage of the city's 
smoke-free apartments are 
now at 90 percent, the city 
should raise its standard in 
the ordinance to reflect to 
reflect the reality of Dublin's 
performance. The ordinance 
currently calls for a 75 per-
cent level.

DUBLIN
(continued from page one)

The Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority, opera-
tor of the Wheels bus system, is making minor changes to 
several of its regular and school-focused bus routes effec-
tive Saturday February 21, 2015. The route and schedule 
changes are as follows:

Route 2 – The afternoon schedule has been modified to im-
prove timings for Fall Middle School students; trips now depart E 
Dublin BART at 30 minutes past each hour instead of at the hour.

Route 9 – Trips that previously operated as Route 70X now 
operate as Route 9 in the Hacienda Business Park. The Inglewood/
Chabot loop has been discontinued.

Route 10 – The morning starting time of service has been 
modified; westbound service now begins approximately 30 minutes 
later, while eastbound service starts approximately 30 minutes 
earlier than in the previous schedule.

Route 11 – The previous 5:57am trip has been discontinued, and 
a new 8:12am trip added to the morning service. In the afternoon, 
all trips now depart the Transit Center 15 minutes later compared 
to the previous schedule.

Route 70X – See notation for Route 9 above; passengers 
will continue to be able to travel between the Walnut Creek and 
Hacienda areas and vice versa without the need to transfer buses.

Route 605 – The route has been extended to Martin Avenue, 
and now operates the segment similar to Route 608.

In addition, minor timing adjustments have been made to the 
schedules of routes 10, 12, 15, and Rapid.

Updated Wheels bus books are available now at key 
locations in the Tri-Valley, including the Livermore Transit 
Center, as well as onboard the buses. Wheels riders can also 
get information on the service change at www.wheelsbus.
com, or by calling the Wheels Customer Service line at 
(925) 455-7500.

Changes Made in 
Wheels Bus Routes
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Thank You
Charlotte Severin,  
PCAC Concert Chair;  
David Wright, Co-Chair 

Dear Editor,
The Pleasanton Cultural 

Arts Council would like to 
thank you for the excellent 
coverage you gave for our 
recent 2 piano Arts in the 

Schools Benefit Concert 
with Tamriko Siprashvili 
and Temirzhan Yerzhanov.

It was a smashing suc-
cess! We sold over 500 tick-
ets and will be able to give 
$9,000 to the Arts in the 
Schools Program for the 9 
elementary schools.

The Arts Community de-
pends on your support and is 
very grateful for the wonder-
ful articles you printed: the 
excellent article announcing 
the Concert, and the Arts in 
the Schools article by Carol 
Graham.

We hope to have another 
concert next year about the 
same time.

With great appreciation 
for your support

Carnegie Park
Terrell Givens
Livermore

Since the opening of 
Carnegie Park can some-

body provide specific proof 
from any accredited report 
or study that confirms that 
the wildlife corridors, along 
with rare and endangered 
plant and animal species 
have been eradicated as a 
direct result of Off Road 
Vehicles?  

State of California has 
stated that “Consistent with 
the Off-Highway Motor 
Vehicle Act of 1988, the 
condition of soils, wildlife 
and vegetation are continu-
ally monitored by park staff 
to determine if soil loss 
standards and habitat pro-
tection plans are being met. 
Through this monitoring 
process, changes (such as 
erosion or wildlife popu-
lation variations) can be 
tracked and action taken to 
mitigate problems.  

From time to time certain 
trails or hill climb areas may 
be fenced off or closed in an 
effort to protect wildlife and 

restore habitat. These closed 
areas are often replanted 
with native plant species in 
order to repair and rehabili-
tate those areas damaged by 
recreational use. 

By taking an active ap-
proach to resource protec-
tion, Carnegie SVRA is 
now at the forefront of re-
source management within 
the state's many OHV riding 
areas, a status OHV users 
can be proud of!  Carnegie 
was purchased by the state in 
1979 with OHV Trust Fund 
monies to create the present-
day Carnegie SVRA In order 
to protect Carnegie’s plants 
and animals, riders must stay 
on existing trails and avoid 
vegetation. 

Remember, your chance 
to ride depends on good 
resource management and 
the continued support of the 
many OHV users who ride 
Carnegie”http://ohv.parks.
ca.gov/?page_id=1172.

7th District State Senate: 
Joan Buchanan

Voters in the 7th State Senate District have a 
choice of four Democrats, Susan Bonilla, Joan 
Buchanan, Steve Glazer and Terry Kremin.

As Democrats, each of the candidates voices 
similar views in regard to education, the two 
tunnel water project, and the environment.

Based on interviews with the candidates, 
The Independent recommends Joan Buchanan. 
She exhibited the most knowledge concerning 
issues of interest to the Tri-Valley, for example 
research conducted at the labs that could help 
solve problems with water and reducing pol-
lution. Buchanan has worked on transportation 
issues that impact the Tri-Valley including the 
ACE Train.

Bonilla, Glazer and Kremin live in the 
northern part of the district where they have 
had little interaction with the Tri-Valley and 
its issues. 

Buchanan has been a presence in the Tri-
Valley, working with local electeds and resi-
dents during her years in the Assembly. She 
has held local town hall meetings, inviting her 
constiuents to ask questions and provide input.

Her expertise on issues ranging from the 
California water crisis to impacts of state bud-
get decisions on both businesses and residents 
will serve her constituency well. 

Buchanan's background includes both 
public service and work in the private sector, 
providing her with knowledge on both points 
of view. 

A strong advocate for public education, she 
held the position of Chairman of the Assembly 
Education Committee and understands that for 
California’s economy to thrive in the future, 
the state must invest in its public education 
system.

She served on the San Ramon School Dis-
trict Board of Education. Her knowledge of 
how school districts operate will lend itself to 
fulfilling what she sees as the most important 
job, preparing children to be the workers and 
leaders of future generations.  

As a member of the State Senate, Joan Bu-
chanan will continue to provide a strong voice 
for 7th District voters.

The public is invited to 
join Alameda County Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty, the 
Bay Area Council Economic 
Institute and Innovation Tri-
Valley Leadership Group for 
a breakfast forum examining 
the Tri-Valley's fast-emer-
gence as a new technology 
and innovation powerhouse 
in the Bay Area.  

The Tri-Valley Rising in 
the 21st Century breakfast 
forum will take place on 
Thursday, February 19, 2015 
from 8:00 to 10:00 am at The 
Grafton Station Merchants 
Club, 4080 Grafton Street, 
2nd Floor, Dublin. 

There is no admission 
charge. However, registra-
tion is required by February 
18th, 2015 at www.trivalley-
risingforum.eventbrite.com.   

The Bay Area Council 
Economic Institute's Vice 
President Tracey Grose will 
present top findings from its 
recently released report on 
the Tri-Valley's role in the 
Bay Area economy, includ-
ing its surging growth in 
technology-related jobs and 
economic activity as a major 
corridor for Bay Area ports. 

Supervisor Scott Hag-
gerty and Bay Area Council 
President & CEO Jim Wun-
derman will discuss how 
improved transportation 
infrastructure for the Tri-
Valley is critical to maximiz-
ing and supporting future 
economic growth, livability, 
and competitiveness for the 
Bay Area as a whole. 

A panel featuring top 
business and community 
leaders from the Tri-Valley, 
including Innovation Tri-
Valley Chair John Sensiba, 
representatives from both 
Sandia and Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratories, 
and Topcon and Shea Homes 
will address trends, issues, 
and challenges in the Tri-
Valley.

Since 1994, Tri-Valley 
technology jobs have surged 

tor engineering. “I wouldn’t 
trade that for the world.”

In 2010, well before her 
NRC appointment, Mac-
farlane served on the Blue 
Ribbon Commission on 
America’s Nuclear Energy 
Future, a prestigious group 
responsible for advising the 
Secretary of Energy on the 
“back end” of the nuclear 
fuel cycle, meaning storing, 
processing and disposing of 
used nuclear fuel and high 
level waste from civilian and 
defense activities.

Taking over the reins at 
NRC in 2012, she wasn’t 
quite prepared for how mun-
dane some of the challenges 
were, like fighting political 
battles to complete a head-
quarters building that would 
replace multiple facilities 
located around the Maryland 
countryside.

The building project was 
started before she arrived, 
but it “landed in my lap…
that was a surprise,” she 
said. Its potential for im-
proving efficiency was espe-
cially clear during the 2011 
tsunami-triggered crisis at 
Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear plant, when NRC 
ran its operations center 
24/7 for more than a month 
using staff who were scat-
tered about the Bethesda-
Rockville area and who had 
to travel miles on shuttle 
buses and subways.

For various reasons, there 
was resistance to the new 
building in some parts of 
Congress, and the project 
took up more time than she 
would have liked.

Nor could she anticipate 
industrial accidents, like 
the tragedy that occurred 
two years ago at Arkansas 
Nuclear One, a power plant 
where a large stator, a major 
component of an electrical 
generator, fell, killing one 
and injuring eight.

It was an accident that 

could have occurred in many 
industrial settings, but be-
cause it was the nuclear 
industry, Macfarlane’s time 
and energy were required to 
deal with it.

When she moved to 
Washington, she was told 
that she could have a staff of 
up to 17 or 18. She could not 
imagine needing so many. 
“I’m going to keep it sim-
ple,” she remembers think-
ing. She found her duties 
far more complicated than 
she understood, however, 
and by the end of 2014 when 
she left, she had a staff of 16 
to keep up with necessary 
work.

The job also had its pleas-
ant surprises. For example, 
she found that each of the 
approximately 100 U.S. 
nuclear power plants has 
“at least two resident in-
spectors.” These are “very 
impressive people” with the 
knowledge and authority to 
intervene should anything 
unsafe occur. 

They can stay at a site no 
more than seven years, are 
not permitted to socialize 
with licensee workers, and 
generally “take their work 
very seriously,” Macfarlane 
said. Many other countries 
lack this regulatory fea-
ture, which she considers a 
strength of the U.S. nuclear 
industry.

On the side of improved 
efficiency, she hopes the 
NRC will continue with an 
effort that she instigated to 
treat a nuclear power plant 
differently once it has been 
decommissioned and no 
longer carries a fuel load. 
“They just have regulations 
for operating reactors,” she 
said. 

“It’s a very different 
beast” after the fuel is re-
moved and no longer the 
same safety or security 
threat, she said. “Do you re-
ally need guards all around 

the reactor when there’s no 
fuel in it?”

On another forward-
looking initiative, she feels 
that she started the NRC on 
a more realistic evaluation 
of future personnel needs 
and technical focus since 
it seems clear that the “Nu-
clear Renaissance” that was 
anticipated a few years ago 
is unlikely to materialize.

She acknowledges dis-
appointment that she was 
unable to persuade com-
missioners to commit to 
more research on spent fuel 
at reactors. The commis-
sioners also voted against 
her proposal to install filters 
on release vents that could 
have prevented the release 
of radioactive materials at 
Fukushima had they been 
installed. 

A number of European 
countries installed them 
on their reactors following 
the Chernobyl disaster, and 
Macfarlane (and NRC staff) 
thought they belonged on 
U.S. reactors. Only the U.S. 
and Slovakia have now de-
clined to install them, she 
said.

The international per-
spective is valuable for the 
future of nuclear power, 

she thinks, and the NRC 
has worked effectively with 
regulators from other coun-
tries. France has a much 
greater commitment to nu-
clear power than does the 
U.S., at about 75 percent of 
electrical capacity, but its 
power plants are based on 
a common design so that 
discovery of a generic flaw 
could risk shutting down 
much of its infrastructure. 

“Look at Japan,” she said. 
“Thirty percent of their elec-
tricity came from nuclear 
power. Because of the Fu-
kushima problem, they now 
have zero nuclear power, 
going on four years. They’ve 
had to make up supply with 
more expensive, more car-
bon-emitting sources. So 
it’s good to have a diversity 
of supply” as the U.S. does.

“We live in a constrained 
world. Climate change is 
real,” she said. “We need to 
produce electricity without 
carbon.”

Nuclear remains a “rea-
sonable option” for gener-
ating electricity this way 
“as long as we address the 
safety issues…As long as 
we address the waste issues, 
which we really have trouble 
with in this country. 

“In a technical sense, we 
certainly know how to solve 
the waste problem.” 

Geologic waste disposal 
has been a particular focus 
of her professional interest. 
She notes that Finland is al-
ready building a deep waste 
repository for spent nuclear 
fuel. She believes that other 
countries, including Sweden 
and France , will make deci-
sions this year about waste 
disposal sites. Canada is also 
making progress, she says.

 “It’s just the United 
States that’s sort of going 
backwards here.”

 She recalled that the Blue 
Ribbon Commission that she 
served on in 2010 identified 
a crucial missing element of 
progress for nuclear power: 
Public consent.

The Waste Isolation Pi-
lot Project in New Mexico 
has been something of a 
model in that it proceeded 
slowly and deliberately over 
a decade to seek community 
involvement and thus has 
gained wide acceptance, ac-
cording to the Commission’s 
findings.

Just this week, Macfar-
lane noted, a company called 
Waste Control Specialists 
announced plans to build an 

interim storage repository 
in Andrews County in West 
Texas. 

Operating waste disposal 
sites since 2012, the compa-
ny “has consistently shown 
its commitment to the envi-
ronment and the citizens of 
Andrews County,” accord-
ing to a statement issued 
by the Andrews County 
Commission.

 Several utilities are also 
making serious efforts to 
engage with the public, she 
said, citing the Cook Nuclear 
Power Plant in Michigan, 
the Calloway Nuclear Gen-
erating Station in eastern 
Missouri, Watts Bar in Ten-
nessee and the San Onofre 
Plant in Southern California, 
no longer operating and now 
starting decommissioning.

Many others have been 
less willing to engage. 

While we have tech-
nological solutions to the 
problems of waste disposal, 
she says, “What we haven’t 
been able to do is solve the 
problem politically, socially. 
That is where we need to be 
putting the effort, and we 
haven’t been.

“Our political leadership 
has let us down on this is-
sue.”

NUCLEAR
(continued from page one)

by 86 percent, outpacing 
the rate of growth for all 
jobs in an area that includes 
the cities of Pleasanton, 
Livermore, Dublin, and San 
Ramon and the town of 
Danville. Even during the 
recession from 2008 to 2011, 
when overall employment 
dropped 4 percent, technolo-
gy-related jobs increased 51 
percent. The 40,000 jobs that 
the Tri-Valley added across 
all sectors from 2000 to 2012 
represented a 21 percent in-
crease, about seven times the 
rate for the Bay Area overall.

Economic growth has 
been fueled by the presence 
of two national research labs, 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory and San-
dia National Laboratories, 
as well as the area’s close 
proximity to Silicon Valley. 
There is an abundance of 
well-educated workers and 
a high quality of life defined 
by top schools, access to 
open space and availability 
of housing. In the Bay Area, 
the Tri-Valley is second only 
to Silicon Valley in the level 
of educational attainment. It 
attracts significant levels of 
venture capital and boasts 
large numbers of patents.

Lawrence Livermore’s 
commercial licensing rev-
enue leads all other federal 
labs. Since 2001, LLNL has 
executed 918 license agree-
ments. Licenses have been 
granted to a mix of small 
and large companies spread 
throughout the country and 
world. Of the more than 900 
agreements signed since 
2001, 76 have been with 
Bay Area-based companies. 
In fiscal year 2013, the lab 
received income from its 
licensing activity totaling 
$8.6 million.

Four companies that were 
founded by LLNL scien-
tists— Cadence Design, 
Cepheid, Digital Globe, and 
Rambus—now have a col-
lective market value of over 

$8 billion. QuantaLife, an 
LLNL technology licensee, 
was recently purchased by 
Bio-Rad for $180 million. 
Its Droplet Digital PCR 
technology, which allows 
the study of biological sys-
tems at unprecedented levels 
of resolution, emerged from 
LLNL research on biological 
weapons detection.

Sandia National Labo-
ratory projects have been 
associated with 95 new com-
panies since 1994, some 
as spin-offs and incubator 
creations.

The Tri-Valley is attract-
ing increasing venture capi-
tal investment from around 
the Bay Area. In 2012, the 
East Bay’s 925 area code 
(which comprises all of the 
Tri-Valley and surround-
ing parts of Contra Costa 
County) ranked 19th in ven-
ture capital investment in the 
United States. The Tri- Val-
ley outpaces better-known 
innovation areas such as 
North Carolina’s Research 
Triangle on this metric.

According to the report, 
growing employment within 
the Tri-Valley and an increas-
ingly mobile workforce that 
commutes to Silicon Valley, 

San Francisco and other 
parts of Alameda County 
have put a tremendous strain 
on the area’s transportation 
network. The Tri-Valley also 
serves as a major corridor for 
Bay Area ports, linking with 
distribution centers in the 
Central Valley, which adds 
to the gridlock.

The Interstate 580 cor-
ridor is among the most 
congested in the Bay Area. 
Daily delays are up by 26 
percent since 2011. The 
report finds that traffic con-
gestion will be among the 
biggest constraints to sus-
taining the Tri-Valley’s vital 
contribution to the Bay Area 
economy, particularly with 
employment projected to 
increase 30 percent by 2040 
and population expected to 
grow 35 percent.

The report identifies nu-
merous local and regional 
investments and projects 
to expand the capacity and 
flow of the Tri-Valley’s key 
transportation corridors, in-
cluding implementing high-
occupancy vehicle express 
lanes on I-580 and I-680, 
improving the I-580/I-680 
interchange, and expand-
ing State Route 84, among 
others.

Forum to Focus on 'Tri-Valley Rising'

Hope Hospice is offering 
Hopes and Dreams 2015, a 
six-session caregiver educa-
tion series starting Satur-
day, March 14, 2015. This 
new program, facilitated by 
Hope Hospice Community 
Education volunteer Debbie 
Emerson, provides train-
ing, education, support and 
resources for people caring 
for loved ones with chronic 
or disabling conditions. Any 
community member en-
gaged in the role of family 
caregiver or expecting to 
soon become a caregiver is 
invited to participate. 

The sessions are held on 
Saturdays, beginning March 

14 through April 25, 2015 
(no class on April 4) from 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., in-
cluding an interactive lunch. 
All classes will be held at 
Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark 
Avenue, Suite 100, Dublin, 
in the second floor confer-
ence room.

Class size is limited to 30 
participants. Register online 
at HopeHospice.com or call 
(925) 829-8770. Cost for the 
six-week program is $100 
and includes all course ma-
terials and refreshments. The 
program is complimentary 
for current and former Hope 
Hospice families. 

 

Hopes and Dreams Sessions
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An initiative of the Liver-
more Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, the Livermore 
Valley Film Commission 
has earned a reputation as 
one of the best commissions 
around. The Commission 
was recently honored with a 
nomination in the Location 
Managers Guild of Ameri-
ca's annual award program in 
the category of Outstanding 
Film Commission/Office. 
Film offices around the na-
tion are eligible for this 
nomination, which is for 
exemplary work performed 
above and beyond the usual 
service provided to location 
professionals.

According to the office's 
director, Jeanie Haigh, it 
comes down to service and 
accessibility. She is avail-
able 24/7 to production, 
and works hard to find the 
right location for a project. 
Acting as liaison between 
production, government, 
and property owners, Haigh 
strives to make sure every 
project is kept on track and 
is done professionally, with 
as little negative impact as 
possible on the community. 

She explains, "I am a 
concierge, location scout, 
liaison - I wear many dif-
ferent hats throughout the 
day. Whatever a production 
needs - within reason - I will 
attempt to fulfill. I've been 
known to chase horses out of 
a scene, track down critical 
props, and even get brown 
cows with white faces deliv-
ered to the set last-minute."

The location manager  
who nominated the Liver-
more Valley Film Com-

Smart Start  
Creative Learning Center

OPENED  FEB. 2, 2015
Preschool:  

2 Years - First Grade Entry
Now enrolling students:  

Current Openings,  
Summer and Fall Enrollment. 

Call or e-mail for a tour.

(925) 455-0793
www.thesmartstartpreschool.com
smartstartpreschool@gmail.com

ECO-FRIENDLY  •  HANDS-ON •  CREATIVE LEARNING

Kudos for the Livermore 
Valley Film Commission

mission for this honor, Jof 
Hanwright, has worked for 
years in the industry, and 
considers the Livermore 
office exemplary. He and 
his fellow location scouts 
and managers know that 
the relationships the office 
has built with the commu-
nity and government agen-
cies will help their projects 
get approval quickly. The 
Livermore Valley office has 
earned the reputation as the 
"go-to" office for filming in 
Northern California.

One production currently 
filming in the Livermore 
Valley, “Cold Pressed,” tells 
the very important story 
of counterfeit extra virgin 
olive oil, but also explores 
the larger subject the general 
dishonesty that has become 
an almost acceptable blight 
on all human relationships 
and interactions.

Producer Kip Baldwin 
stated,  “As Cold Pressed 
is an ultra low budget SAG 
production, it would have 
been nearly or completely 
impossible for us to shoot 
without the unmatched (by 
any film commission any-
where) support of the LVFC 
and the businesses and peo-
ple of the greater Livermore 
Valley region. Working with 
Jeanie Haigh and the rest of 
the team at the Livermore 
Valley Film Commission 
has been nothing short of 
a godsend for our project."

Cold Pressed plans on 
seeking international dis-
tribution through the Bol-
lywood Film Industry. The 
director Viknesh Silvalin-
gham and two of the leads 
are of Indian descent. There 

are also plans to enter the 
finished film into festivals 
and have special screenings 
in the communities that have 
supported  the project.  

The Film Commission 
was started as an economic 
stimulus initiative for the 
Livermore Valley, represent-
ing Livermore, Pleasanton, 
Dublin, and the surrounding 
county area. Part of Haigh's 
job, in additoin to finding 
the perfect location, is get-
ting production to use local 
resources such as caterers 
and crew. Not only does 
this  provide work for local 
businesses and crew, it often 
saves the production compa-
ny money as they don't have 
to pay transportation costs. 

The economic impact 
was an estimated $1.8 mil-
lion last year alone. Filming 
in a community also adds 
excitement and brings in 
tourism. These folks that 
work on productions come 
back with family and friends 
to explore the area. Not only 
are these productions on 
television, they often have a 
long life on the internet. This 
world-wide exposure brings 
visitors to the region to shop, 
dine, and play. 

The Film Commission 
continues to reach out to pro-
duction companies around 
the world. Haigh expects 
2015 to see an even larger 
number of productions in 
the region.  As Haigh says, 
"Once you roll in the Liver-
more Valley, you'll never 
want to leave."

For more information 
on the Film Commission, 
please visit www.livermore-
chamber.org and click on the 
Film Commission tab. 

At a Valley Water Policy 
group meeting, injecting 
highly treated waste-water 
into an underground water 
basin was explained to a 
meeting of a Valley water 
policy group as a locally 
controlled way to build up 
drinking water reserves. 
Such reserves would not be 
affected by droughts.

The Water Policy Round-
table met Feb. 5 in Pleasan-
ton. Present were representa-
tives from Livermore (also a 
water retailer), Pleasanton, 
Dublin, California Water, 
Dublin San Ramon Ser-
vices District (DSRSD) and 
Zone 7. 

James Fiedler, CEO of 
the San Jose area's water 
district, talked about a new 
pilot project that he said 
would purify wastewater 
to a level where it could be 
used indirectly for drinking 
water by injecting it into the 
groundwater basin.

The Santa Clara Valley 
Water District (SCVWD) is 
not injecting water into the 
underground yet, just merely 
purifying it as a demonstra-
tion of the quality water 
that could be produced for 
injection. 

Fiedler intends to present 
to the SCVWD board this 
spring a proposal to launch 
a study about implementing 
an underground basin mix-
ture program.

The highly filtered water 
is very soft, with only 40 
parts per million (ppm) of 
total dissolved salts. It is 
now being blended with 
treated waste-water with a 
level of 700 to 800 ppm of 
total dissolved salts. 

SCWVD blends the two 
waters to 500 ppm, which 
Fiedler said is good for 
landscape irrigation and 
use in cooling towers. The 
district's customers have 18 
cooling towers. SCWVD 
serves 2 million customers 
in 15 cities in the South Bay.

The high filtration pro-
cesses uses three steps, the 
first, micro-filtration, runs 

Recycled Wastewater in Spotlight 
As Possible Potable Water Source

the water through tiny mem-
branes.

Then the water goes 
through reverse osmosis fil-
ters, which are so small that 
a water molecule is almost 
the only molecule that can 
go through, said Fiedler. The 
third step, use of ultraviolet 
light, breaks down any re-
maining compounds. 

Fiedler said that although 
some people oppose the idea 
of putting treated waste-
water into the underground 
basin, a visit to the SCVWD 
facility reassures them that 
it's safe.

Success in attaining ac-
ceptance depends on inform-
ing the public, said Fiedler. 
He pointed out that approxi-
mately 60 percent opposed 
mixing the recycled water 
with the underground basin 
water. Some 35 percent sup-
ported it and 5 percent were 
neutral.

After information was 
provided about the process, 
some 55 percent favored it, 5 
percent were neutral, and 40 
percent were opposed. After 
further explanation, support 
climbed to about 75 percent, 
opposition was more than 20 
percent, with 1 or 2 percent 
neutral.

The Valley's only pro-
posal for a similar project 
came about 15 years ago. 
At that time, the DSRSD 
wanted to inject filtered, Re-
verse Osmosis water into the 
underground basin. There 
would have been a five-year 
transit time to the under-
ground basin, allowing for 
earth filtration, according to 
DSRSD officials.

However, more than 100 
opponents jammed the Zone 
7 board room to speak in 
opposition to the proposal. 
Zone 7 was consulted be-
cause, by agreement of the 
water retailers, the agency 
is the guardian of the water 
basin.  

Opponents were worried 
about what might happen 
if the process failed at the 
plant, and the water went un-
discovered for a long while. 
They also objected to endo-
crine disruptors, which enter 
wastewater from oral con-
traceptives. The opponents 
cited a British study about 
sex changes in fish, which 
they said may have implica-

tions for human health.
Polling throughout the 

Valley by DSRSD showed 
that a large majority favored 
using the water for irriga-
tion, but there was not ma-
jority support for injecting it 
into the water basin.

A pane l  o f  exper t s 
brought in by DSRSD an-
swered questions about 

health effects. In their opin-
ion, the project appeared to 
be safe. The Zone 7 directors 
agreed, but voted against en-
dorsing the DSRSD project. 
They felt that there was not 
enough public confidence in 
it. DSRSD eventually with-
drew its application from the 
State Water Quality Control 
Board.
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The Livermore School of Dance Jazz Division performed 
The Lion King - A Dance Revue at the Bankhead Theater. 
The performances included original songs from the Lion 
King score along with a selection of other music. Dance 
numbers included Jazz, Tap, Hip Hop, Contemporary/
Lyrical, Modern, Ballet and Pointe.  

Livermore's Olive Trees 
Will Be Movie Stars

Film producer Kip Baldwin is combining two of his 
favorite interests -- filmmaking and being a foodie -- to 
produce a movie that will have some scenes that are shot in 
Livermore olive groves and at the olive press at Olivina in 
South Livermore.

Baldwin is executive producer of the fictional "Cold 
Pressed," a movie that has serious things to say about the 
purity of olive oil. 

The movie is a tale of fraud in the olive oil industry, in 
which the main character dilutes the product with other 
oils, "or worse," said Baldwin. Because of his fraudulent 
and dishonest behavior, a parallel story line tells how the 
oil bottler's wife spurns him, and has an affair with another 
man in the industry. 

Although "extra virgin" olive oil may sound important 
only to gourmets, anyone who uses olive oil should be aware 
that adulteration changes the product chemically, said Bald-
win. If the product were really 90 percent soybean oil, that 
introduces an oil that is linked to more estrogen production, 
for example. It's something that consumers might not want, 
and would not even know.

Olives are a fruit containing a healthy amount of poly-
phenols, so adulterating olive oil deprives people of that 
benefit, said Baldwin.

Baldwin found Livermore's relatively small olive oil 
industry through contact with Jeanie Haigh,  director of the 
Livermore Valley Film Commission. Baldwin says that he 
has "high praise for Jeanie," and for Charles T. Crohare at 
Olivina, and Derek Eddy at Purple Orchid, who are olive 
growers already have lent their lands to the cast and crew 
of 36 people.  The production was also due to shoot later at 
the grove owned by Sblens Sblendorio.

Convincing the production to come to the Valley was 
Haigh's job. She attends conferences and other gatherings 
where she can pitch Livermore as a great place for location 
shooting for a variety of movies. For example, a TV movie, 
"Hemingway and Gellhorn," included scenes showing a 
small army of extras fighting in the Spanish Civil War, with 
the Livermore hills doubling as the Spanish landscape.

The movie about olive oil will join Hollywood with Bol-
lywood, with director Viknesh Sivla and several lead stars 
from India. It will be a change of pace for the Indian actors, 
said Baldwin.

Charles T. Crohare and his father Charles F. Crohare own 
and operate Olivina. Charles T. stated that he was glad to 
have the cast and crew on his land,  shooting scenes at his 
press. One scene was shot at night, and another used a drone 
for aerial photography.

Olivina, though considered small by olive oil industry 
standards, features11,000 trees on 70 acres. Some of the 
trees are more than 100 years old. 

The land's agriculture history dates back to the 19th 
century. It came into the Crohare family in 1939 at an auc-
tion. The elder Corhare, Charles F. Crohare, recalls, "My 
grandfather, my father,  and Ernie Wente attended the auc-
tion, and walked away" owning hundreds of acres of wine 
grapes and olive land that at one time covered 2000 acres. It 
was owned previously by Julius Paul Smith, who established 
20 Mule Team Borax as a popular soap brand. The size of 
Smith's Livermore land holdings was second only to the 
Cresta Blanca winery lands.

Charles T. Crohare said the local olive growers are glad 
to be a part of the movie, and hope that some attention will 
come their way as a result. He said that tourism plays a big 
role in increasing local olive oil sales.
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a state in decline. It’s not 
just about money, it’s about 
quality. Students who are 
educated are more success-
ful," she stated. 

When it comes to educa-
tion, Bonilla points out that 
there has been a huge shift 
with Common Core, the 
education adopted by the 
state. In addition, there has 
been a change in testing to 
a method that evaluates the 
level a student has achieved, 
not just whether a student 
has learned to take a test. 
"The goal is to create think-
ers, not students who learn to 
take a test," she commented.

Bonilla is actively op-
posed to the two tunnels 
system proposed by the 
Governor. The pipes would 
go under the Delta in order 
to deliver water to Southern 
California.

She points out that Contra 
Costa County includes por-
tions of the Delta. 

Bonilla said that she was 
pleased with the passage of 
the water bond, noting that it 
was a bipartisan effort. She 
sees storage, which the bond 
would fund, as a piece of 
the solution to future water 
availability. Locally, Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir could be 
expanded, she added.

Of the Tri-Valley, Bonilla 
said she is eager to learn 
more about issues facing 
the area. 

"I know that transporta-
tion is very critical. Local 
projects in both Alameda 
and Contra Costa counties 
have seen funding deferred 
for BART extensions. Tax-
payers paid for extensions 
they have never seen. She 
added that she supported 
Measure BB in Alameda 
County.

Bonilla currently is sup-
portive of the high speed rail 
project. "It will require a lot 
of oversight. It will have to 
be demonstrated that it is 
a workable plan," she said. 
Starting in the Central Val-
ley, she notes, will act as an 
economic stimulus for the 
area, where unemployment 
is at a high level. Federal 
funds were earmarked spe-
cifically for use in construct-
ing the project in the Central 
Valley. “I hope, at least, that 
it will connect to Los Ange-
les.” She would not support 
funding the project with 
enormous debt payments 
from the general fund.

When it comes to as-
sistance program, such as 
subsidized child care, Bo-
nilla said she would not 
advocate huge numbers of 
new programs. She would 
look at what programs have 
worked and increase fund-
ing for those. Child care is 
one such program, pointing 
out, she pointed out. “It is 
critically important. Most 
women have to work. The 
program helps someone 
become part of the work-
force. Child care is a wise 
investment.” She also sees 
in-home support as impor-
tant, keeping people in their 
homes rather then sending 
them to institutions where 
the care is more expensive.

Environmental  laws 
should be streamlined, ac-
cording to Bonilla. Busi-
nesses become frustrated 
when they are faced with 
duplicative and contradic-
tory requirements. "We need 
to do a much better job 
coordinating regulatory bod-
ies. Uncertainty is the worst 
factor in a business climate." 

During her time in the 
Assembly, she states that 
she authored legislation that 
expanded health care access 
for women, created the high-
est safety standards for Cali-
fornia industrial sites while 
protecting manufacturing 
jobs, and provided more 
tools for law enforcement 
to keep communities safe.

Bonilla is supportive of 
urban growth lines, noting 
that she helped to imple-
ment those in Contra Costa 
County. 

Affordable housing - both 
market and rental units - are 
an issue facing the district 
and the state. It is a difficult 
one, commented Bonilla. 
In talking about housing 
requirements, she stated 
that social engineering isn’t 
the best way to accomplish 
goals of affordablity. "I be-
lieve in looking at local 
solutions."

She suggested that one 
option would use in lieu fee 
payments made by develop-
ers to rehabilitate older units. 

That would result in more 
units. Habitat for Humanity 
with its sweat equity would 
be part of the process, she 
added.

Bonilla said that ABAG 
and the state are looking at 
changing the formula used 
to assign units to factor in 
such issues as schools, and 
transportation.

Prior to serving in pub-
lic office, Bonilla taught 
English in the Mt. Diablo 
Unified School District. She 
lives in Concord with her 
husband, John. They have 
four daughters and three 
grandchildren.

JOAN BUCHANAN
Joan Buchanan was first 

elected to the California 
State Assembly in 2008 and 
just completed a six year 
term, serving California’s 
16th Assembly District (for-
merly 15th). Prior to moving 
to the Assembly, Buchanan 
served on the San Ramon 
Valley School board for 18 
years, including four terms 
as president.

Buchanan worked as an 
analyst with Delta Dental. 
She left the private sector to 
raise her five children. She is 
a 36 year resident of Alamo 
and a native Californian. 

Water and its availability 
has become a major issue 
in California. Buchanan 
opposes the two tunnels pro-
posed by Gov. Brown. She 
declared, “The plan doesn’t 
provide one new drop of 
water.” She added that plans 
she has seen for the project 
estimate the cost at $60 bil-
lion. "The Delta is the largest 
estuary in the west. The two 
tunnels has the potential to 
destroy it. We need to look 
at alternatives." 

If fish ladders are the 
problem, Buchanan said the 
state should go to the Na-
tional laboratories and ask 
them to developer a better 
fish screen. 

In addition the state 
should look at other options 
for water. For example, 
LLNL has already devel-
oped a new process for de-
salination using a light mem-
brane that would reduce the 
costs by 80 percent.

“Ultimately recycling, 
reclamation and using the 
aquifer for storage have 
great potential .  Above 
ground storage should oc-
cur regionally, such as at 
Los Vaqueros Reservoir. Use 
of recycled water could be 
increased by building a two 
pipe system that uses one 
pipe to deliver water for use 
on landscape, the other for 
inside the house.

Buchanan has been sup-
portive of BART to Liver-
more. “I hope the passage 
of Measure BB will put 
us closer to realizing that 
dream.” 

She would like to see 
more interconnectivity for 
transit. “If we’re going to 
have it, it needs to be acces-
sible and relatively efficient. 
One problem is that com-
munities in this area did not 
grow up around transit. We 
have relied on cars. We need 
to explore more and more 
options to bring in transit.”

She is not opposed to 
high speed rail, but doesn’t 
believe the project as pro-
posed is the best option. 
She would have liked to 
see Sacramento connect to 
San Diego along I-5 with 
regional transit and rail con-
necting to it.

Education would con-
tinue to be her top priority 
if elected. She stated, "I do 
believe everyone should 
graduate from high school 
both career and college 
ready. Careers of the future 
will require a high level of 
education and training. 

"A strong and prosperous 
economy depends on having 
an educated populous," she 
noted. Buchanan points out 
that even with the recent 
increase in funding, the state 
still ranks 46th in the nation.

Buchanan calls the op-
tion of allowing community 
colleges to offer four year 
degrees a slippery slope. It 
makes sense in some areas. 
However, it won’t alleviate 
the crowding at UC and Cal 
State schools. In addition, 
community colleges will 
not receive more money 
for offering four degrees. If 
bachelor’s degrees become 
an option, those students 
will take up space previously 
used by two year students. 

She maintains that all 

higher education should be 
free - the first time around. 
“Education is the best in-
vestment we can make in our 
economy.”

Constructing schools is 
an issue. The Governor did 
not support placing a bond 
measure on the ballot, which 
removes one of the three 
sources of funding to build 
schools, says Buchanan. The 
other two are local bonds 
and developer fees. 

When it comes to income 
inequity, Buchanan sees 
two issues. One is tied into 
social inequities, which be-
come barriers. The second 
is lack of education. The 
wage gap is greatest when 
education doesn’t keep up 
with technology and needed 
workforce skills, she stated.

More should be done to 
help families who face social 
inequalities, including qual-
ity child care and pre-school 
programs for every child. 

Other programs, such 
as in-home support, are 
very cost effective. It allows 
people to live in their own 
homes and age with dignity. 
She points out that the state 
will be facing a growing is-
sue of an aging population as 
the baby boomers age. “We 
don’t talk enough about it.” 
A recent study found that 
if a person lives to be 85, 
there is an 85 percent chance 
that person will suffer from 
Alzheimer's, according to 
Buchanan.

On the environmental 
side, Buchanan is strongly 
supportive of urban growth 
boundaries. 

In talking about environ-
mental regulations, Buchan-
an points out that business 
groups and some developers 
argue that the CEQA process 
poses unnecessary delays 
to worthy projects and sub-
jects projects to frivolous 
litigation. Others argue that 
CEQA protects communi-
ties and individuals from 
environmental harm. 

"I have seen examples 
that support both sides of 
this issue. However, CEQA 
disputes arise in a small 
percentage of projects, so it 
is wrong to say that CEQA is 
the problem. I have worked 
with business leaders and 
local elected officials for the 
past three years with discus-
sions focused specifically on 
permitting and development. 
I believe that streamlining 
the permitting process and 
more coordination between 
government jurisdictions 
would go a long way toward 
solving the problem. Too 
often local, state and fed-
eral requirements conflict, 
with one agency requiring 
mitigation that another does 
not accept."

Asked about affordable 
housing, Buchanan said that 
issue arose when communi-
ties didn’t want low and 
moderate income housing. 
The state began assigning 
fair share numbers. Bu-
chanan stated, “Livermore 
is one of the most inclusive 
communities when it comes 
to housing. All communities 
should take more responsi-
bility.”

One of the tools to fund 
affordable housing, redevel-
opment, was eliminated. She 
believes it is an issue that 
needs to be addressed.

When talking about 
campaign finance, she has 
sponsored several Clean 
Money Bills, which have not 
been approved. “Democracy 
should not be for sale,” she 
stated.

STEVE GLAZER
Steve Glazer has served 

on the Orinda City Council 
since 2004, including three 
terms as Mayor. He sits as 
a California State Univer-
sity Trustee and also runs a 
successful small business, 
advising environmental, 
business, and nonprofit or-
ganizations. He is married 
with two children. 

He describes himself as 
a fiscal conservative with 
socially progressive values. 
He points out that he has 
tackled a variety of issues 
over the years. Among them 
is support for a ban on transit 
strikes. He would also like 
to see greater transparency 
when it comes to campaign 
donations and legislation. 

He notes that special 
interests spent nearly $300 
million in 2013 to influence 
the state Legislature. Com-
bined with hyper-partisan 
politics, this spending spree 
has fueled the current atmo-
sphere in Sacramento where 
money and power carry far 

more weight than the best 
interests of the public. He 
declared, "The solution is 
to elect candidates who have 
proved their independence 
from these narrow special 
interests. I believe that if 
you aspire to public service, 
you should focus on problem 
solving, rather than pander-
ing to special interests."

Water issues are among 
the many facing the state. 
Glazer opposes the two 
tunnel project proposed by 
Governor Brown. “It does 
not provide enough envi-
ronmental protections.” He 
would work at providing 
long-term water availability 
through recycling, reuse and 
better groundwater prac-
tices. 

He said that he has spent 
time campaigning for afford-
able housing, that included 
raising funds for homeless 
shelters, and residences for 
abused women and foster 
children. Glazer said that 
one of the most valuable 
parts of the old redevelop-
ment funding was the money 
it provided for housing. 
That option should be part 
of any new redevelopment 
proposal.

In his campaign for the 
16th District Assembly seat 
last year, he focused on pre-
venting future BART strikes. 
He said that doesn’t mean he 
is anti-union. He noted, “I 
have also received campaign 
contributions from BART 
workers and spoken to many 
who want fair pay for work, 
but saw the harm caused to 
everyone by the strike. 

Glazer is supportive of 
extending BART to Liver-
more. He said that BART 
has been spending money 
in San Francisco and other 
cities. It should direct funds 
to Livermore. He called 
BART management incom-
petent in dealing with both 
the strike and the Livermore 
extension.

He is opposed to future 
state spending on high speed 
rail. At the same time, Cali-
fornia needs to invest in in-
frastructure to accommodate 
future growth and industry. 
Improved rail service in and 
between our cities is one of 
those important investments, 
according to Glazer. 

When it comes to what 
has been described as the de-
clining middle class, Glazer 
said there are many issues 
involved. They include eco-
nomic factors , technology 
and international competi-
tion. He stated, "There is a 
need to train the workforce 
for jobs by improving the 
higher education system. 
Training people would help 
to close the wage gap. In the 
future, it is projected that the 
state will be a million col-
lege degrees short of what 
the job market demands. We 
need to provide better access 
and affordability for higher 
education."

He calls schools his top 
priority. His education plat-
form includes: empowering 
local school boards to lead 
on educational issues; re-
storing School Reserve Pro-
tection; establishing teacher 
accountability; allowing 
families to select the best 
schools for their children 
that do not include private 
school vouchers; providing 
greater resources to improve 
education; and encouraging 
public charter schools. 

Glazer has been involved 
with environmental issues, 
noting that clean air and 
water, bays, forests, grass-
lands and creeks won't stay 
protected unless they are 
a part of every discussion. 
He supports voter-approved 
growth boundaries as a way 
to prevent sprawl and protect 
the quality of life. He added 
that he has been recognized 
by the Trust for Public Land 
and Save the Bay for his 
environmental leadership. 
“I believe we must protect 
open space and our environ-
mental resources for future 
generations."

Glazer stated, "I think 
our environmental laws are 
critical to protecting our 
quality of life. Since the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act was enacted in 
the early 1970s, there have 
more than 100 additional 
laws/regulations. We should 
always be open to ways to 
streamline and improve our 
environmental rules." 

Glazer points out, "I am 
also a pro-business leader 
who believes that growing 
our economy and creat-
ing jobs is a top priority." 
He says that view has not 

stopped him from taking 
strong stands in the public 
interest. For example, he 
support standards to reduce 
carbon pollution that con-
tributes to global warming.

When it comes to politics, 
he says he has the courage to 
take on special interests both 
on the right and left. "It is 
important for voters to be-
come educated about issues 
and candidates and not listen 
to the nonsense that sur-
rounds campaigns. Voting is 
a right and a responsibility. 
At the end of the day, it’s our 
responsibility to be aware of 
the issues and what is hap-
pening," he stated.

One issue of importance 
to Glazer involves guns. He 
was shot in the neck by a 
high-powered pellet gun. 
The perpetrator was caught 
but never charged with a 
crime because pellet guns 
were classified as toys in 
the criminal code. After 
recovering from the injury, 
he worked with then-Senator 
Tom Torlakson to author 
legislation establishing pen-
alties for pellet-gun attacks. 

Glazer notes that he 
strongly supports Califor-
nia’s laws to keep dangerous 
weapons out of the hands of 
criminals, including: back-
ground checks and a 10-day 
waiting period for gun sales, 
regulations on assault weap-
ons and large capacity maga-
zines, gun safety standards, 
firearm record keeping, and 
bans on the open carry of 
unloaded firearms in public. 
"Our Second Amendment 
right to own guns must be 
tempered with reasonable 
standards to keep our com-
munities and our people safe 
from gun violence."

Of his endorsement by 
Republican Michaela Hertle, 
who dropped out of the race, 
he said. “It shows I’m able 
to build bridges across party 
lines.”

TERRY KREMIN
Democrat Terry Kremin, 

a Concord resident, believes 
the current political system 
is broken with career politi-
cians moving from office to 
office. “Citizens are not step-
ping up and taking part in 
government,” he contends. 
He adds that he has drawn 
“flack” for running for the 
state senate seat, accused of 
diluting the Democrat vote.

Kremin describes himself 
as a grass roots candidate 
who would bring reason 
and logic to the state sen-
ate. “We can’t solve prob-
lems with the same thinking 
that created them. We need 
more people with technical 
backgrounds with in-depth 
knowledge. There are no 
scientists in the legislature,” 
he pointed out. 

Kremin earned a bach-
elor of science degree in 
psychobiology (UCLA, 
premed curriculum plus 
cognitive science, computer 
programming, and psychol-
ogy course work), and a doc-
torate (PhD) in behavioral 
neuroscience (psychology; 
brain behavior and cognition 
from Boston University)

Education would be a key 
focus for Kremin. He sees a 
need to fix the state’s educa-
tion plan all the way from 
Kindergarten to doctorate 
degrees. The current master 
plan is 60 years old and 
doesn’t reflect the realities of 
today, according to Kremin.

He says that there is too 
much focus on sending ev-
ery student to college. Not 
every student wants to attend 
college. There is a need to 
provide more skilled classes 
for those who want to pursue 
careers, he said. 

He added, that allowing 
more community colleges 
to grant a basic four year 
degree would help provide 
more opportunities. 

One concern for Kremin 
is the pay gap. He says he 
has worked with unions 
to improve the pay level 
for people who are not in 
executive positions. “We 
are losing our middle class. 
Union labor is being made 
the scapegoat. Unions were 
instrumental in the past in 
helping to increase pay. It’s 
time to look at executive lev-
el compensation and where 
the money actually goes.”

Asked about open space, 
Kremin said he strongly sup-
ports preservation including 
tools such as voter approved 
urban growth boundaries 
and setting up easements. 
He refers to what he calls 
a growing “Nature deficit 
disorder.” “Today’s kids are 
not getting outdoors. What 

you don’t know about you 
don’t value; what you don’t 
value, you don’t protect.”

He calls the proposal 
to build two tunnels un-
der the Delta ridiculous. 
“It is scientifically invalid. 
The idea misses the whole 
point. Moving where water 
is piped further upstream 
doesn’t protect the environ-
ment. It reduces flow to the 
Delta and increases the tem-
perature of the water, both 
of which are detrimental to 
the fish that it proposes to 
protect."

There are efforts to build 
desalination plants in South-
ern California, which have 
drawn opposition. If those 
plants were built, Kremin 
stated,  it would help to 
preserve the Delta, because 
water would not have to be 
shipped to Southern Cali-
fornia.

He would like to see the 
use of grey water in homes 
codified so that homeown-
ers could easily install sys-
tems. That would help save 
potable water, as would 
increased use of recycled 
water. While installing a 
system to deliver recycled 
water is expensive, there 
should be an effort to install 
the necessary infrastructure 
when repairs are made to 
the current water system, he 
contends. 

More storage would be 
good if it were done wisely 
and well. Raising the level 
of Shasta Dam, for example, 
would be too detrimental to 
the environment. Kremin 
would support increasing ca-
pacity at smaller sites, such 
as Los Vaqueros, rather than 
building one huge project.

Kremin has mixed feel-
ings about high speed rail. 
The cost bothers him. How-
ever, he believes that if it 
were built, people will use 
it. He himself became a 
convert to train and transit 
travel while living in Bos-
ton. “It was nice not having 
to drive everywhere,” he 
commented.

He supports the BART 
extension to Livermore, 
as well as connecting it to 
the ACE train. One of the 
problems with transit in 
the area is the lack of con-
nections. “If we don’t tie 
them together, they lose the 
impact they might otherwise 
have had in reducing traffic,” 
he said.

It’s important to deal with 
aging infrastructure in the 
state, he said. “It has to be 
taken care of; it is getting to 
a critical point” He doesn't 
believe additional taxes or 
bonds are needed. He would 
like to see an audit of each 
department in the state to see 
where the money is going. 
We should be able to look 
at what is being produced 
for what we are paying. 
He thinks money would be 
available to deal with such 
issues as the aging infra-
structure.

Support programs for 
lower income people such as 
subsidized child care and in-
home services are important. 
He believes there is a need 
to reform the welfare and 
employment system. The 
current system creates traps 
that keep people on these 
programs. For example, 
people who take part time 
work are in jeopardy of 
losing benefits. Make the 
assistance programs flexible 
to allow people to get back 
into the working world, to 
get part time jobs or training 
that would lead to full time 
jobs, without penalizing 
them with loss of programs. 

Affordable housing is an-
other issue. “It comes back 
to the city level,” he states, 
noting that Concord slashed 
its in lieu fee developers 
were to pay for not building 
affordable units. It is becom-
ing an issue of ABAG and 
the state versus local control. 
There are those who don’t 
want low income housing. 
If it is built, it needs to be 
spread out to avoid creating 
pockets. Redevelopment 
funds were to pay for af-
fordable housing; it didn’t 
always happen. He would 
like to see a moderated pro-
gram that ensures such funds 
are used to help people.

He would work with all 
factions, noting, “There 
are no Republican bills or 
Democrat bills; there are 
only good or bad bills – it 
doesn’t matter where they 
came from.”

He is married and the 
father of two daughters.

ELECTION
(continued from page one)
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LIVERMORE PODIATRY
Sally Pham, DPM

Podiatrist, Foot & Ankle Surgeon

(925) 455-1555
48 Fenton Street, Livermore

(Between Murrieta & Stanley)

• Laser Treatment

• Ingrown Toenails

• Heel/Arch Pain

• Bunions

• Warts/Fungus/Corns

• Hammertoes

• Broken Bones

• Custom Orthotics

SPECIALIZING IN SPORTS INJURIES

 

   

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
 

Saturday,
February 

14th
5pm-8pm

Four 
Course 

Gourmet
Prix 

Fixe Menu

$70 per couple
plus 

tax/gratuity

Valentine’s Day
The Grill

AT PoPPy ridGe

College Signing
Livermore Fusion Soccer Club 

reports that members of its U-19 Men’s 
Nor Cal Premier League soccer team 
signed their official NCAA Letters 
of Intent to play collegiate soccer on 
February 4, 2015. 

Signing were Ryan Chaney (For-
ward) - Cal State Stanislaus; Matthew 
Dremalas (Defender) – Saint Mary’s 
College, and Nolan Parker (Defender) 
– San Francisco State University.

They are also the first graduating 
class of Fusion’s College Mentor 
Program, a program designed to help 
athletes in the club navigate college 
options and find the best personal fit.  
The team, coached by Rob Hansen, has 
built a very successful soccer resume, 
highlighted by such accomplishments 
as becoming the U-19 Champions 2014 
Carlsbad Cup, placing in the top 8 in 
the 2014 Nor Call State Cup, winning 
the 2014 Spring Champions League, 
and becoming the U-19 Champions at 
the Juventus Spring Showcase.    

“The team has a full roster of 
extremely talented players,” according 
to Ben Graham, Fusion DOC. "Many 
other Fusion players continue to be 
in discussions with college coaches 
for remaining slots.”  At this time, 
approximately 6-8 players continue to 
be pursued by college coaches and the 
players are evaluating options, taking 
tours, and participating in official visits 
to ensure a good match academically 
and athletically.

Pleasanton Seahawks
The Pleasanton Seahawks USA 

Swim Club sent its junior groups to 
the 2015 Zone 2 Winter Champion-
ship meet on January 24th and 25th 
in Moraga, Ca.  The team had many 
successful swims.

In the 8 & Under Girls division, 
Alexis Mesina  and Jessica Tsai had 
great races with best times in 4 events 
each.  For the 8 & Under Boys, Rahav 
Vats raced to best times in all 5 of 
his events.

The 11-12 Girl’s Division saw 
many new time improvements in their 
races.  Emma Washam achieved best 
times in all 6 of her events.  She also 
reached a new A time in the 100 free 
with a time of 1:01.65. Also having a 
strong showing was Gwyneth Wong 
who achieved 5 best times.  She swam 
the 50 free in 27.17, a new AA time for 
her, and the 100 back in 1:05.55, which 
is a new AAA time for her. Stephanie 
Shao had a strong meet with two new 
time standards achieved.  She swam 
a 2:22.71 in the 200 IM reaching the 
AAA level and a 1:17.32 in the 100 
Breast giving her a new AA time.  
Nicole Stiles swam a best time of 26.65 
in the 50 Free, 57.25 in the 100 Free, 
1:05.31 in the 100 Back, and 1:18.60 in 
the 100 Breast.  Also swimming strong 
in the 50 Free (25.65) and 100 Free 
(57.87) was Mackenzie Lee.

The 11-12 Boy’s Division also had 
some fast swims.  Alex Ren achieved 
a new AA time in the 200 IM with a 
time of 2:23.51. He also had personal 
best times in the 100 Free, 100 Back, 
100 Breast and 100 Fly.  Javanni Shen 
achieved best times in all 6 events 
he swam.  Andrew LI, Madhav Vats 
and Andrew Wang showed great 
improvement in their swims with 4 
best times each.

The West Coast Olympic Gymnastics Academy team 
members are (from left)  Lauren Swenson-Lennox, Lydia 
Muentz, Audrey Ong, Laura Stavila, Megan Brennan, 
and Alison Reilly. 

Pictured are (from left)  Fusion players Nolan Parker,  
Ben Graham - Livermore Fusion Director of Coaching, 
and Matthew Dremalas.

Seven Foothill High School student athletes signed 
letters of intent to play their respective sports as they 
move to college. Pictured are (from left)  Lacy Dagen, 
gymnastics, University of Florida;  Julienne Pin, soccer, 
California State University, East Bay; Mikaela Malave, 
soccer, California State University, Stanislaus; Isaiah 
Langley, football, University of Southern California; 
Kyle Kearns, football, Wake Forest University; Ryan 
Knop, golf, University of California, Davis;  and Carley 
Robertson, soccer, Santa Clara University.  Principal 
Jason Krolokowski (left) and athletic director Dusty 
Collins (right) are standing in the background of one 
photo. Photo - Kevin Lin, FHS Yearbook.

Pleasanton Seahawks swimmers pictured were to 
selected to participate in the  Zone 2 All-Start Meet 
February 28- March 1st.  They are (back, from left) 
Elisabeth Balicanta, Gwyneth Wong, Stephanie Shao, 
Emily Claridge, Ben Sproul, Calvin David, Mattias 
Blanco; (front) Front row (L to R): Alexis Mesina, 
Christina Tsai, Aven Lee, Jordan Lee, Alex Smedley, 
and Jaewoo Kim; not pictured, Marissa Lawrence.

Four members of Livermore’s Cyclone Wrestling Club 
competed at the TOC qualifying tournament in Windsor 
last Saturday.  From top left are, 5th grader Dorian Miller 
3rd place (3-1), 5th grader Jalen Bets 1st place (3-0), 
7th grader Jessica Bets 3rd place (3-1) and 8th grader 
Zakiya Clark 3rd place (3-1).

The 9-10 Girls were extremely 
successful.  Sydney Lu achieved a best 
time and a new AAAA standard in the 
50 Fly (30.61).  She also swam best 
times and new AAA standards in the 50 
and 200 Free.  Aria Harris, Vaishnavi 
Rao, and Christina Tsai swam personal 
bests in every event they entered over 
the weekend.  Sophia Stiles had 6 best 
times.  New AA time standards were 
achieved by Crystal Wang and Aven 
Lee, while Emily Tsai and Mica Wang 
each achieved 2 new A times.

In the 9-10 boys, their hard work 
paid off with more successful swims.  
Jordan Lee had strong swims in the 
50 Free, 50 Fly, and 50 Back.  Karan 
Saini raced to 4 personal best times.  
Alexander Smedley achieved 3 per-
sonal bests and had strong swims in 
his other events as well.  Ethan Wang 
received an A time in his 200 free by 
swimming a 2:29.56 and had 3 more 
personal bests in the 100 Free, 50 Back 
and 50 Fly.

The Seahawks also saw some of 
the older swimmers attend and have 
success.  The 13-14 Girls division saw 
Elizabeth Balicanta swim 6 personal 
bests with a new AA time in the 100 
Free.  Alison Martin swam 4 personal 
bests, and Isabelle Smedley raced to 
3 personal bests.  In the 13-14 Boys 
division Brian LI had a great meet 
with personal bests in all 6 of his 
events.  Darron Dai, Triston Guerrero, 
Robert Mitu, and Justin Tsai also had 
successful swims with personal bests.  
Niklas Bengtsson, in the 15-16 boys 
division, recorded best times in all 5 
of his events.

TIGER AQUATICS 
WINTER CLASSIC

The Pleasanton Seahawks swam 
at The Tiger Aquatics Winter Classic 
held  at the University of the Pacific, 
Chris Kjeldsen Pool in Stockton, CA 
on February 7-8, 2015.  Representing 
the Seahawks were  Paige Bennett age 
8 with 6 new best times, Pratyusha 
Katiyar(7), Alexis Mesina (7) 2BT, 
Raghav Vats (8), 2BT, Dominick 
Wonosaputra (8) 3BT, Zoe Chu (10) 
4BT, Christina Coatney (10) 2 BT, 
Camille Demange (10) 6BT, Adora 
Do (9) 4BT, Aria Harris (10) 7BT, 
Breuklynn Harris (10) 6BT, Aven Lee 
(10) 2BT, Cynthia Li (9) 2BT, Sydney 
Lu (10) 3BT, Sofia Pedersoli (10) 3BT, 
Jasmine Phan (9) 4BT, Vivian Wang 
(10),Chandra Tien (10) 6BT, Christina 
Tsai (10) 6BT, Dahlia Versteeg (9) 6BT, 
Crystal Wang (10), 

Sujay Champati (10), Michael 
Chen (10) 1BT, Nabil Danandeh (9) 
2BT, Tom Li (10) 4BT, Andy Liu 
(10) 3BT, Brycen Martin (10) 4BT, 
Alexander Smedley (10) 1BT, Adam 
Valentine (9) 3 BT, Aiden Wong (9) 
1BT, Alexis Barrera (12), Emily Chen 
(12) 2BT, Megan Chung (12) 1BT, 
Emily Harris (12) 2BT, Olivia Kim 
(11) 2BT, Mackenzie Lee (12) 1BT, 
Julie Qian (12) 6BT, Emma Washam 
(12) 6BT, Gwyneth Wong (12) 5BT, 
Timothy Ding (12), Bryson Huey (11) 
3BT, Alex Ren (12) 4BT, Jovanni 
Shen (11) 3BT, Madhav Vats (12) 
3BT, Andrew Wang (12) 2BT, Ernest 
Wang (11) 2BT, Frances Alvarez Walls 
(13), Elisabeth Balicanta (13), Emily 
Claridge (13) 2BT,

Morgan Gallagher (13), Chloe’ 
Gosselin (13) 6BT, Marissa Lawrence 
(14) 2BT, Victoria Luo (13) 2BT, Grace 
Nimmo (13) 1BT, Katherine Risher 
(13), Emma Valentine (14) 1BT, Calvin 

David (15) 3BT, Tristan Guerrero (13) 
6BT, Bryan Hao (14) 3BT, Aaron Lee 
(13) 2BT, Brian Li (13) 4BT, Aaron Lin 
(13) 3BT, Alexander Luo (13) 4BT, 
Robert Mitu (13) 1 BT, Jalen Shen 
(13) 4BT, Hudson Tsang (13) 7BT, 
Jack Wilkerson (14) 1BT, Bryce Wong 
(13), Nicholas Wonosaputra (13) 5BT, 
Eric Wu, (13) 1 BT and Alex Kuang 
(15) with 1BT. 

Cyclone Wrestling
Livermore’s Cyclone Wrestling 

Club sent 15 wrestlers last Saturday 
to compete in the T.O.C. qualifying 
tournament in Windsor.  The team 
brought home 11 medals from one 
of the toughest tournaments of the 
season.  Over 400 K-8th grade kids 
competed there.  

Leading the way for Cyclone was 
5th grader Jalen Bets.  She was 3-0 
and pinned all three of her opponents 
to finish in 1st place. None of her 
matches went longer than 2 rounds.  
Her teammates, 8th graders Jacob 
Garcia (3-0 with 1 pin) and Joseph 
Fields (3-0) joined her in bringing 
home first place medals.  

8th grader Phillip Tran won his 
first 3 matches in the varsity division 
to make the finals.  In the finals, he 
lost a close match, in the final seconds, 
3-5.  Phillip finished in 2nd place 
and qualified for the Tournament of 
Champions in Loomis, scheduled in 
March.  Cyclone’s team captain, 8th 
grader Brandon Archer, finished with 
a record of 2-2 in the varsity division 
and was 1 match away from earning a 
medal in a 16 man bracket.  8th grader 
Ethan Montesinos also competed in a 
16 man bracket at the varsity level and 
finished 1-2.  

Making the finals for the first time, 
7th grader Chris Bepple won his first 3 
matches, 1 by pin, and finished in 2nd 
place.  His brother, Mike Bepple, fin-
ished in 3rd place with a record of 1-2.  
Their sister, 7th grader Jessica Bepple, 
finished 3rd in the girls varsity division 
by going 3-1 with 2 pins.  Competing 
in their first ever tournament, 8th grade 
twins Rich and Rob Gonzalez had a 
great first appearance and finished 
in 2nd and 3rd place.  Zakiya Clark, 
8th grade, overcame a hard semifinal 
loss to finish in 3rd place in the girls 
varsity division.  She was 3-1 on 
the day with 2 pins.  Her 8th  grade 
teammate Mya Waechtler finished 1-2 
in the girls varsity division.  Earning 
her 2nd medal in as many weeks, 5th 
grader Dorian Miller finished in 3rd 
place by going 3-1 and pinning all 3 
of her opponents in her victories.  Her 
brother, Jack Miller, 3rd grade, earned 
his first medal ever by going 2-2 and 
finishing in 3rd place. 

For more information about Cy-
clone’s wrestling team, please visit 
www.cyclonemma.net.   

West Coast 
Gymnastics

The West Coast Olympic Gym-
nastics Academy Level 7 Girls Team 
competed at the 2015 San Francisco 
Classic hosted by Gymtowne Gymnas-
tics on January 16th, 2015.  

Megan Brennan took 4th place 
on vault, tying with teammate Lau-
ren Swenson-Lennox with a score 
of 8.850.  Megan also placed 5th on 
bars with a score of 9.0, and 6th place 
All Around in her age group.  Audrey 
Ong placed 6th on floor with a score 
of 9.1, and 5th on bars with a score of 
8.625. Audrey placed 6th All Around 
in her age group.  

Laura Stavila tied 4th place for 
beam with a score of 8.850 and tied for 
6th place on bars with 8.825 and placed 
7th with her All Around Score.  Lydia 
Muentz tied for 5th place on floor with 

a score of 8.750.  Allison Reilly placed 
9th on floor with a score of 8.750.  The 
girls will compete in the Oakland Clas-
sic on February 21st, 2015. 

 
Mavericks 12U 
Fastpitch 

The 12U Travel Softball Program 
is scheduling tryouts for an experi-
enced pitcher to join the 2015 team, 
eligible players must have a 2002/2003 
birthdate. Winter conditioning and 
development program is already in 
session. To schedule a tryout please 
call Mgr. Santiago at 650 922-2165 or 
email mavssoftball121@gmail.com.

Extreme 14U Fastpitch
NorCal Extreme Softball has a 

couple of spots available on the 14U 
Livermore spring team.  Players must 
have a 2000 or later birthdate. To 
schedule a tryout please email  Kc at  
tap2572@gmail.com

Run for Education
The 3rd Annual Pleasanton Run for 

Education, benefitting the Pleasanton 
Partnerships in Education Foundation 
(PPIE), takes place Sunday April 12, 
2015. ClubSport Pleasanton returns as 
Title Sponsor. All races begin and end 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in 
Pleasanton. 

This year’s race offers two new dis-
tances to challenge everyone- from the 
casual walker, to the novice runner, to 
those training for their first marathon. 

In lieu of a half marathon option, the 
3rd Annual Run for Education offers 
three race distances: 5K, 10K and 15K. 
The Kids’ Challenge for ages 12 & 
under has also expanded and will offer 
two distances: 1/2K and 1K. 

 ClubSport Pleasanton and the Tri-
Valley Triathalon Club return this year 
with pre-race training opportunities. 
ClubSport members who register for 
the race can take advantage of their 
race training programs by calling 925-
463-2822. TVTC training programs 
begin February 1, 2015, and anyone 
interested can find out more at www.
trivalleytriclub.com, or email ppie-
run@trivalleytriclub.com.

Last year, the event raised over 
$80,000 in net proceeds, all of which 
benefitted the Pleasanton schools. 
This year, the committee’s goal is to 
raise $100,000. 

 To register to run, volunteer or 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Dougherty Valley High School defeated Dublin 67 to 62 in a varsity basketball game 
played last Friday.

sponsor the event, please visit www.
ppierun.com. To learn more about 
PPIE, please visit www.ppie.org.
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Sweetheart  
Wine Special & Raffle

February 14
Bring your Sweetheart 

 to the winery for a lovely  
Valentine’s wine tasting.

MUSIC:  2PM-5PM
 Jeff Bordes & his Trumpet

Hours: 12:00-4:30pm 
1356 S. Livermore Avenue • (925) 447-8941

CORNERSTONE  
Legal Document Services

NON-ATTORNEY RESOURCE
(925) 337-7011

julielablanc@ymail.com

•	Divorce/Custody
•	Living	Trust	Packages,	 
 Wills & Amendments
•	Deeds

Flexible Hours

Check	Us	Out	On	Yelp!
Registered: Alameda County LDA #93 Exp. 9/14/2016.  

I am not an attorney. I can only provide  
self help services at your specific direction.

8th AnnuAl Wines, 
Vines & VAlentines

Sat, February 14 &  
Sun, February 15 
Noon–4:30p.m.
Desire Tasting Flight

Live Music:
Trusting Calliope (Sat.) &  

Roger Kardinal (Sun.)
Andy’s Candy’s Toffees

Minimum Tasting Fee

Tasting Room Hours:  
Fri–Sun, Noon–4:30pm or By Appointment

2400 Arroyo Road, Livermore | (510) 304-0914  
www.CudaRidgeWines.com

2012 s&M  
(neW ReleAse) 

GOLD Medal - sF ChRoniCle  
Wine CoMpetition

LIVERMORE CINEMAS
FIFTY SHADES OF GREY (R)       12:00 12:50 2:55 3:55 5:50 
         7:00 8:55 9:25 9:55
KINGSMAN: THE SECRET SERVICE (R)      12:50 3:50 6:50 9:50
KINGSMAN: THE SECRET SERVICE (R)–D-BOX     11:50 2:50 5:50 8:50 
SPONGEBOB MOVIE: SPONGE OUT OF WATER (PG)    11:55 1:10 2:20 3:50 
        4:50 6:30 7:15 8:55 9:40
AMERICAN SNIPER (R)     12:10 1:10 3:25 4:25 6:40 8:00 9:55
JUPITER ASCENDING (PG13)        12:45 3:45 6:45 9:45 
PADDINGTON (PG)         11:55 2:20 4:45 7:05
PROJECT ALMANAC (PG13)        1:15 4:05 6:55 9:35
BLACK OR WHITE (PG13)        12:20 3:25 6:40 9:35
SEVENTH SON (PG13)       1:25 4:15 7:05 9:55
PREVIEW FEBRUARY 19:   
 HOT TUB TIME MACHINE 2 (R)       8:00 
 MCFARLAND USA (PG13)        7:00 9:45
 THE DUFF (PG13)         7:00 9:30

The Pleasanton Down-
town Association (PDA) 
will host the fourth annual 
St. Patrick’s Brew Crawl in  
Downtown Pleasanton on 
Saturday, March 14 from 5 
-8 p.m.  

Downtown merchants 
and local breweries will 
come together for a night 
of beer tasting.   Partici-
pants will sample a variety 
of craft beer and tasty bites 
at more than 25 locations 
on and around Main Street.  
To add to the festive spirit 
of this event, guests are 
encouraged to wear green 
and other fun St. Patrick’s 
Day accessories.

Presale tickets will be 
available on Thursday, 
February 12 for $35 online 
as well as at Redcoats Pub 
– 336 St. Mary Street and 
Studio Seven Arts – 400 
Main Street for cash or 

Marylin Students 
Take to the Stage
By Carol Graham

"Seeing the shy kid gain confidence, the lonely kid 
gain friends, the wild kid gain discipline, and the drama 
kid light up is the most rewarding part of being a Tour 
Actor/Director," said Emily Bradford, who works for 
Missoula Children's Theatre. 

On Monday, January 26th, Bradford arrived in Liver-
more with partner Tour Actor/Director (TAD) Mary Kate 
McLaurine to guide Marylin Avenue School students in 
a lively, one-hour musical production of Blackbeard the 
Pirate.  That's where the most challenging part comes in: 
it all happens in just one week.  

"We work every day: auditions on Monday, rehearsals 
and workshops throughout the week, shows on Saturday, 
and we travel on Sunday," Bradford added.  "Being a 
TAD of up to 64 kids takes tons of energy and positivity."

For the 50 Marylin student actors, it was effort well 
appreciated.  "The directors are really nice and friendly," 
said 5th-grader Brian Perez who played Beach Bum #3.  
"They taught me how to have fun, and what to do during 
a play both onstage and behind stage."

Two showings of Blackbeard the Pirate took place Sat-
urday, January 31st, with nearly 200 audience members 
attending each show.  

Because it's her final year of elementary school, 
Brooklyn Miller, 11, decided she wanted  to try some-
thing new.   Her fearlessness paid off when she earned the 
role of Blackbeard.  

"Rehearsing and hanging out with my friends has been 
the most fun, and the toughest part is remembering my 
lines because there are so many of them," said Brooklyn.  
"But I'm just going to dive in and be Blackbeard!"

"When students participate in Missoula musicals, they 
gain confidence, a feeling of accomplishment, a sense 
of wonder for the stage, the knowledge that the whole is 
greater than the sum of its parts, a feeling of community, 
and learn that hard work brings amazing results," said 
Marylin literacy coach and former teacher Sue Carling.  

The Montana-based Missoula Children's Theatre 
offers schools a unique theatrical experience by condens-
ing what is normally a two or three month process into 
an intensive one-week period.  They provide everything 
needed - directors, scripts, scenery, make-up, costumes, 
and props - except the actors.  

"I was amazed that the children were able to learn their 
lines, their songs and their dances, as well as all the stag-
ing, and perform an hour-long musical in just five days," 
said Anne Coll, who volunteered to play the piano for 
the production. "I especially enjoyed seeing the children 
grow into their roles and progress in their ability to ex-
press themselves as the rehearsals continued each day."

Mary Kate McLaurine said she and Bradford visit 
up to 40 schools each year.  "Multiply that by the 30-40 
teams MCT has on the road at any given time, and you 
can see just how much impact the company has.  MCT's 

mission statement is 'Developing life skills in children 
through participation in the performing arts,' and that's 
something I really believe in."

Marylin's students, McLaurine added, have a lot of 
energy and a lot of passion.  "They're not apathetic about 
anything, which is really refreshing.  Additionally, the 
support system they have in the teachers and staff at 
Marylin seems to be a strong launching pad for their 
future success."

"I regret to admit that usually I'm not able to remem-
ber all the kids' names, but this week was different," said 
Bradford.  "Not only was I able to learn all their names, 
I really felt like I got to know each of them. They are a 
sweet and fun group, and I hope they gained a lot from 
their Missoula experience."

The two TADs share the same favorite moment from 
Blackbeard the Pirate.  "One of our sailors, Eduardo, was 
a small six-year-old with the sweetest little voice and a 
really big heart. He spent half his time telling the other 
kids to quiet down and listen, and the other half telling us 
how happy he was to be there. He also sang every single 
number in the show about an octave higher than everyone 
else, which is hands down the cutest thing you could pos-
sibly imagine." 

When asked who would be coming to watch the show, 
Eduardo's eyes lit up and he replied earnestly,  "My mom, 
my dad, my brother, another brother, my medium brother 
and my toy."

For Carling, the highlight of the show comes at the 
end.  "I always especially enjoy the finale - all actors are 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Marilyn Avenue School students performed for parents 
and friends.

Pleasanton 
Students Plan 
Butt Cleanup

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Revelers attending the annual Mardi Gras Bash selected masks to wear during the 
festivities. The event raised funds for the Bothwell Arts Center.

Tickets Available for Pleasanton Brew Crawl
check only.  At noon on 
Friday, March 6, ticket 
prices will be raised to $40.  

Tickets can be redeemed 
on Saturday, March 14 
from 4:30-7 p.m. at the 
starting location, Veterans 
Memorial Building at 301 
Main Street.  If the event is 
not sold out, tickets will be 
available for $45 cash only 
starting at 4:30 p.m.

Participating breweries 
include 21st Amendment 
Brewery, Altamont Beer 
Works, Ballast Point Brew-
ery, Bison Organic Beers, 
Drake's Brewing, E.J. Phair 
Brewing Company, Eight 
Bridges Brewing, Handles 
Crafted Brews, Laguni-
tas Brewing Company, 
Mendocino Brewing Co., 
Sauced Brewing Company, 
Schubros Brewery, St. 
Florian's Brewery, Working 

Man Brewery and more.
New this year is  the 

Downtown Pleasanton VIP 
Pass. For $125, receive 
admission to all four 
downtown events for 2015 
St. Patrick's Brew Crawl 
on March 14, Summer 
Wine Stroll on July 18, 
Halloween Brew Crawl on 
October 24 and the Holiday 
Spirit Stroll on November 
21. That's a $160 value 
for only $125. VIP Perks 
include:

PDA will be selling a 
limited number of desig-
nated driver tickets for $10 
on the night of the Brew 
Crawl.  This event is spon-
sored by Goodguys Rod & 
Custom Association, Lo-
calGruv, Beer Haven at the 
Alameda County Fair and 
the Tri-Valley Beer Trail.

Event is rain or shine, 

no refunds.  Information 
about Pleasanton Down-
town Association can be 
obtained at (925) 484-2199 
or www.pleasantondown-
town.net.

 

onstage, they sing their hearts out, their faces are aglow, a 
miracle has occurred.  I always have tears in  my eyes as 
they bring everything to a grand and glorious closing."

The Public Policy Sub-
committee of the Pleasanton 
Youth Commission will host 
two Cigarette Butt Cleanup 
events in the coming weeks. 
Both events offer communi-
ty service opportunities for 
local high school students.

The first will take place  
on Valentine’s Day, Satur-
day, February 14, 2015 from 
8:00 to 10:00 a.m. at the Ken 
Mercer Sports Park at Hop-
yard and Parkside Roads. A 
second event is planned for 
the following Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2015 from 8:00 to 
10:00 a.m. at Amador Valley 
Community Park, located at 
Santa Rita Road and Black 
Avenue.

Globally, cigarette butts 
are the most commonly 
discarded type of waste 
and an estimated 1.69 bil-
lion pounds of them wind 
up as toxic trash each year. 
Contrary to popular belief, 
cigarette butts are not biode-
gradable, and environmental 
and health groups recognize 
the seriousness of the prob-
lem, from bio-accumulation 
of poisons up the food chain, 
to damage to commercial 
fisheries and water supplies.

For more information 
about the cleanups, please 
email Samu Tiumalu at sti-
umalu@cityofpleasantonca.
gov, or call (925) 931-3432.



las passed away on February 
5, 2015 after a short bout 
with lung cancer.  He was 72.  

B u t c h 
w a s 
born in 
San Bru-
no, CA, 
a t  t h e 
Ta n f o -
ran Race 
Tracks, 
w h i c h 
was a re-
location 
c e n t e r 

for the Japanese who were 
interned during World War 
II.  He grew up in Pleasan-
ton, CA, where his family 
were farmers.  He attended 
Amador Valley High School 
and graduated in 1960.  As 
a youth, he enjoyed playing 
baseball and football, riding 
motorcycles and racing cars.  

As an adult, Butch spent 
many years as a commercial 
fisherman fishing in the San 
Francisco Bay.  He had a 
30 year career manufactur-
ing 100% wool carpets for 
Savnik & Co. and enjoyed 
riding his motorcycle rain 
or shine to his work in Oak-
land.  He married Eliza-
beth Howard in San Jose 
in 1974. They spent most 
of their married life liv-
ing in Fremont, CA before 
moving with their family 
to Livermore in 2008.  He 
enjoyed working on cars, 
doing home improvement 
projects, gardening, fishing 
and going camping.

He is survived by his wife 
Elizabeth “Bess,"  daughter 
Genevieve “Jenny," grand-
children Jonathan, Lauren 
and Maile, and sister Ro-
salie.

His family wishes to 
thank his caregivers at Val-
leyCare Medical Center in 
Pleasanton for their kindness 
and support.  They would 
also like to thank family 
and friends who have helped 
them through this difficult 
time.

A viewing will be held 
on Sunday, February 15, 
2015 at Callaghan Mortuary 
in Livermore from 5-8PM.  
The funeral will be at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church 
in Livermore at 10AM on 
Monday, February 16, 2015.

Bridget “Theresa” 
Thompson 

B r i d g e t  “ T h e r e s a ” 
Thompson peacefully started 
the next part of her journey 
on January 18, 2015 with her 
family by her side. 

Theresa was born Decem-
ber 18, 
1 9 2 9 , 
one of 
13 chil-
dren of 
H u g h 
a n d 
Bridget 
Magu-
i r e  o f 
A y r -
s h i r e , 
I o w a .  

She became a registered 
nurse and started her nurs-
ing career at the University 
of Iowa hospital, working 
with newborns.  It was in 
Iowa City that she met the 
love of her life, an engineer-
ing student named William 
E.  “Bill” Thompson.  They 
married on the first day after 
his final exams and were to-
gether for 56 years until his 
death in 2009.  They came to 
Livermore in 1959, raising 5 
children there before moving 
to Vancouver, Washington, 
in 1990.

Theresa was active in 
the community with many 
organizations such as San-
dia Engineers’  Wives, St. 
Michaels Catholic Church 
and school, the Red Cross, 
and the Livermore Heritage 
Guild.  It was with the Heri-
tage Guild that she worked 
to save an old building in 
the country which we now 
know as Ravenswood, where 
her family lived from 1965-
1968.  Not long after that 
the family lived on the his-
torical Trevarno Road from 
1969-1973.  Theresa also 
volunteered time to provide 
healthcare for the under-
served, and was a member of 
several peace groups includ-
ing Interfaith Council for 
Peace, Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, and Common 
Cause.

Theresa loved  a good 
game of cards and danc-
ing with her husband, she 
used her freezer to its fullest 
extent, she was the family 
ping-pong champion, maker 
of extraordinary piecrusts, 
and hated having her picture 
taken.

In addition to her hus-
band, Theresa was preceeded 
in death by her oldest son 
William D (Bill).  She leaves 
behind Daniel (Jill) of Boise, 
ID; Matthew of Chico, CA; 
Robert (Veronika) of Wake-
field, RI; and Mary (Gregor) 
Pierce of Vancouver, WA; 
and 11 grandchildren to 
whom she provided uncon-
ditional love, full support, 
hand sewn clothing, lots of 
advice, and 2 cookies each.

Despite her threat to haunt 
her children if they spent 
any money on a service, a 
celebration of Theresa's life 
will be held on February 20, 
2015, at 2 PM, at the Historic 
Red Cross Building, 605 
East Barnes St., Vancouver, 
Washington, 98661. Dona-
tions in her memory should 
be made to OHSU Layton 
Aging & Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Center

Dale Grover Irving
May 9, 1925 to Jan. 24, 2015

Dale G. Irving, of Liver-
more, CA, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, Jan-
uary 24, 2015. 

He is survived by his two 
sons, Darrell Irving of Car-
son City, Nevada, Lee Irving 
of Livermore, CA, and his 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Wendy and Don Ruffner, 
also of Livermore. He was 
preceded in death by his wife 
Betty Irving in June of 2014, 
and his son Thomas Irving 
in 1999 of Buckhorn, CA. 
Dale has five grandchildren, 
and five great grandchildren 
whom he loved to spend time 
with, and greatly adored.

He was born in Okla-
homa, and raised in Texas. 
He was a Third Class Avia-
tion Radioman in the Navy 
serving CASU-13 (Carrier 
Aircraft Service Unit), in 

drafted up all the mea-
surements and changes. In 
January his latest project 
was drawing up plans for 
a display case for his min-
iature car collection.  Dick 
was great with wood work-
ing, furniture repair, cabinet 
making, brick masonry, as 
well as refurbishing a player 
piano.

Growing up in North 
Adams, Dick became an 
avid skier and continued his 
love of skiing on the slopes 
of California and Oregon. 
He got his sons interested 
in skiing. Duane and Mark 
have many memories camp-
ing, swimming, and fishing 
in his old green GMC truck 
and camper.  Over the years 
many family and friends had 
many stories to tell about 
Dick and his green truck. 
He had a deep love and pride 
in his family and was a de-
voted father and grandfather. 
Enjoyed attending his sons' 
sports events as they grew up 
and later his grandchildren's, 
as well as family gatherings 
for holidays and family 
vacations. 

When he married Barbara 
in May 1990 he was intro-
duced to the many facets 
of ranch life and joined 
the California Cattllemen's 
Association (CCA). When 
attending the CCA fall con-
vention in Sparks, he won a 
raffle for the coveted CCA 
saddle. Being new to the as-
sociation heads turned won-
dering who Dick Demo was. 
He was so proud carrying 
the saddle in the elevator to 
the room.  Ranch life agreed 
with Dick where he enjoyed 
working with cattle, fencing 
and  especially driving the 
Kabota tractor.

Survivors include wife, 
Barbara; sons, Mark (Deb-
bie) and Duane (Heather) 
and stepson, Dan Moy (Jen-
ny); brother, Ron (Jinny), 
Dover, NH; sisters, Carolyn 
(Paul) Ouimet, North Ad-
ams, MA; Jan (Paul) Beddo, 
Tuscon, AZ; grandchildren, 
Zachary, Drake, Raegan, 
Ryan, Brett, Daniel and 
Bryce Moy;  brother in-laws 
Bill (Becky) Dolstra and 
John (Susi) Dolstra; mother 
and father in-law, Bill and 
Ethel Dolstra.; many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

A private family service 
will be held at Callaghan's 
Mortuary and internment 
at St. Michael's cemetery. 
For those who wish, Dick's 
family requests contribu-
tions be made in honor of 
Richard Demo to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society  127 
41st St, Oakland, CA 94611 
Phone:(510) 601-0100.

Arrangements by Cal-
laghan Mortuary, (925)447-
2942.

Marciel “Butch” 
Pontillas
Aug. 10, 1942 – Feb. 5, 2015
Resident of Livermore, CA

Marciel “Butch” Pontil-

he had a long career in sales. 
He enjoyed spending time 
with family and friends, 
loved great food, and en-
joyed playing card games.
Ken had an amazing sense 
of humor and loved to tease 
his family, he loved making 
others laugh!  He had a huge 
heart and will be greatly 
missed by his family and 
friends!

Ken is preceded in death 
by his father Gerald (Jerry) 
Barr and his brother Rodney 
Barr. He is survived by his 
mother Ada Mae Barr, his 
brother Dennis (Bev) Barr 
his sons Ken (Montserrat) 
Barr and Jeff (Kristin) Barr; 
his grandchildren Andrea 
and Marisa Barr, Zackery 
and Mariann; his nieces 
Teresa (Shawn) Straume, 
Cindy (Jason) Boberg, Tif-
fany (Alex) Walden and his 
nephew Shaun Barr; grand 
nieces and nephews Jake 
and Madison Boberg, and 
Shelby and Trevor Straume.                      

Services to be held at 
Our Savior Lutheran Minis-
tries, Livermore Ca. Please 
contact Callaghan Mortu-
ary for date and time.(925) 
447-2942.

Richard (Dick) Demo
Feb. 9, 1934 - Feb. 4, 2015

Dick was born February 
9, 1934 in North Adams, 
Massachusetts, to Paul and 
Margaret Demo. He died 
peacefully at his home in 
Livermore on February 4, 
2015.

He married Cherry Pat-
terson in 
1962 and 
r a i s e d 
two sons, 
Mark and 
D u a n e . 
Dick re-
m a r r i e d 
in 1990.

While 
i n  h i g h 
s c h o o l , 
D i c k 

worked at Vic and Pauls 
Motor Sales where he began 
his love of cars, such as Aus-
tin Healy, MGs, and Morris 
Minor.  He also worked 
for Sprague Electric; his 
boss was Ernie Purpa who 
mentored Dick. He always 
spoke fondly of Ernie who 
was instrumental to his ca-
reer. Dick was an excellent 
draftsman and was recruited 
by Sandia Albuquerque in 
1965. In 1969 he transferred 
to Sandia Livermore where 
he was assigned to a project 
group as a mechanical engi-
neer.  This began the exten-
sive traveling to many DOE/
DoD sites. After retiring as 
a Member of the Technical 
Staff (MTS) with 40 years 
of service, he went on to a 
new career working with his 
son, Duane, as a glazer. Dick 
enjoyed working and always 
had a strong work ethic. He 
enjoyed the opportunity to 
work with his son and to 
keep busy.

When remodeling his 
home in Livermore, he  

Club where she learned and 
shared with other members.

Family and friends are 
invited to a memorial service 
at Shepherd of the Valley 
Lutheran Church, 1281 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose, CA 
on Thursday, February 12th 
at 1:00 PM, with burial to 
follow at Oak Hill Memorial 
Park, 300 Curtner Avenue, 
San Jose, CA.  Reception 
will follow at the church. 

Arrangements by Cal-
laghan Mortuary.

Michael Raymond 
Fagundes
Resident of Livermore
June 7, 1946 – January 25, 2015

Michael was born in 
Livermore, CA. He  gradu-
ated from Livermore High 
School in 1964.  

A f t e r 
g r a d u a -
t ion ,  he 
enlisted in 
the United 
States Air 
F o r c e .  
B e f o r e 
l e a v i n g 
for Viet-
n a m  i n 

1965, he married his high 
school sweetheart Linda; 
they were to celebrate their 
50th Wedding Anniversary 
later this year.  After return-
ing home from Vietnam, his 
training in the Air Force led 
him to a career as a Jet Me-
chanic with United Airlines, 
where he retired in 2001 
after 34 years of Service.  

In his retirement, Michael 
enjoyed golfing, wood work-
ing, and spending time with 
his devoted family.

Michael is survived by 
Linda, his loving wife of 49 
years; daughter Tracy and 
her husband, Chris Daugh-
erty; daughter Danielle and 
her husband, Chris Cush-
man; grandchildren, Mi-
chael, Kyle, Tanner, and 
Summer; great-grandchil-
dren, Michael and Joseph.  
He is also survived by his 
three brothers, Don, Tom, 
and Jerry.  He is preceded in 
death by his mother, Emma 
Lee and his father, Raymond 
Fagundes.

Family and Friends are 
invited to a Memorial to 
celebrate Michael’s life at 
Beeb’s Grill located at Las 
Positas Golf Course, 915 
Club House Drive, Liver-
more on Friday, February 
20th from Noon until 4:00 
PM. As an expression of 
sympathy, memorial contri-
butions may be sent to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion.  

Also,  A memorial fund 
has been established in 
Memory of Michael Fa-
gundes at www.gofundme.
com/mikefagundes

In Loving memory of 
Kenneth (Ken) 
Dale Barr, Sr.
Nov. 8, 1946-Feb. 4, 2015
Longtime Livermore resident

Ken passed away from 
unexpected heart complica-
tions.

Ken was born in North 
D a k o -
t a ,  a n d 
m o v e d 
to Liver-
m o r e 
with his 
family in 
1956.  He 
attended 
Junction 
Av e n u e 
S c h o o l 

through the 8th grade and 
then attended Livermore 
High School. Ken graduated 
from high school in 1964.  

After high school he en-
listed in the Navy where 
he served on the U.S.S Ep-
person. After the Navy, Ken 
returned to Livermore where 

the Admiralty Islands during 
World War II. He attended 
the Colorado State Teacher’s 
College in Greeley, Colora-
do where he met his beloved 
wife Betty. They married 
and eventually moved to Al-
buquerque, NM where Dale 
worked for Sandia National 
Laboratories. 

He brought the family 
to Livermore in 1959 after 
being transferred by San-
dia, Albuquerque to Sandia, 
Livermore. He worked for 
Sandia for 37 years before 
retiring in 1988. He and his 
wife Betty were married for 
66 years.

Dale will be greatly 
missed by his family, and 
his many friends and co-
workers whom he served 
well. 

He had a passion for 
airplanes. He enjoyed being 
in the out of doors, walking, 
fishing, boating, and water-
skiing. He enjoyed camping, 
hiking, and backpacking 
in the state and national 
parks. He loved visiting 
with friends, flying his radio-
controlled airplanes, be-
longed to a bowling league, 
was an active member of 
his church for many years, 
which included driving the 
church Joy Bus for nearly 
twenty years for the Joy 
Bus Program, and was in-
volved in SIRS (Sons in 
Retirement). He very much 
enjoyed attending his yearly 
Navy Reunions with his 
wife Betty, which were held 
all over the country, from 
1993 until 2013. In his early 
years, he was involved with 
his boys in Indian Guides, 
Boy Scouts, and was a Little 
League Baseball Coach for 
six years. He also had an 
Amateur Radio License.

There will be a funeral 
service on Friday, Febru-
ary 13, 2015, at 11:00am at 
Callaghan Mortuary, in the 
chapel, 3833 East Avenue, 
Livermore, CA.

James Fountain 
James Fountain of Liver-

more passed away on Janu-
ary 7, 2015 from complica-
tions due to ALS. 

He was preceded in death 
by his wife and survived 
by his three sons and four 
grandchildren. James will 
be missed by all and will 
always remain in our memo-
ries.

Arrangements by Gra-
ham - Hitch Mortuary, 4167 
First Street, Pleasanton.

Lee Anna 
Smith Koitmaa
Nov. 22, 1949 – Feb. 5, 2015

Lee Anna Koitmaa, a 
resident of Livermore, CA, 
passed away February 5th 
after a brave battle with can-
cer.  She is survived by her 

l o v i n g 
husband 
of twen-
ty  n ine 
y e a r s , 
D a v i d 
Koitmaa, 
m o t h e r 
Marilyn 
G r i f f i n 
S m i t h , 

brother Alex Smith, cousins 
Kent Smith, Jan Osband, 
and Kay Thoreson, David’s 
Parents Valdur and Susan 
Koitmaa, brother-in-laws  
Mark(Sylvia), Joel, and 
Andrew(Jill) Koitmaa, and 
nieces Cierra and Larissa 
Koitmaa.  She was prede-
ceased by her father Wiley 
Smith.

Gracious and welcoming 
to all she encountered, Lee 
Anna tackled everything 
with passion and attention 
to detail.  Lee Anna was a 
graduate of Humboldt State 
University.  After working 
many years in the medical 
device and pharmaceutical 
fields and then retiring from 
Sandia National Laborato-
ries, she took an avid interest 
in photography, excelling in 
bird and other wildlife sub-
jects.  She enjoyed exhibit-
ing her photographs at the 
county fair, and at various 
local venues.  She was an 
enthusiastic member of the 
Livermore Valley Camera 
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(925) 454-1974
www.neptune-society.com

Sam Miller, Branch Director
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Charlotte R  
Hargrave LDA
Reg Alameda Co No 96
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LEGAL SELF-HELP 
A Non-Attorney 

Alternative
Excellent Service Guarantee

 Competitive Rates
Family, Civil Matters, Deeds  

Estate Planning, More
ATLAS Document 

Preparation Services
(925) 577-4736 

120 Spring St, Pleasanton, CA 94566

I am not an attorney. I can only provide  
self-help service at your specific direction.

Obituary/ 
Memoriam 

Policies
Obituaries are published in 

The Independent at no charge. There is a small 
charge for photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families want to honor the 

memories of their loved ones. There is a charge for 
memoriam ads,based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an 
email to  

editmail@compuserve.com
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(925) 337-0194
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101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 499794
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Aikido of 
Alameda County, 1757 Mill 
Springs Common,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Michael J. Rosa, 1757 Mill 
Springs Common Apt. 215, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Michael J. Rosa
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 5, 2015. Expires 
January 5, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3736.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.    

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500220
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: First Street 
Wine Company, 2211 First 
St., Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
FSWC, Inc, 2211 First St., 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 6/15/2010.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Linda Allen, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 15, 2015. Expires 
January 15, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3737.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.  

  FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 499970
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: U-Box of 
California, 44511 Grimmer 
Blvd, Fremont, CA 94538, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
U-Haul Co. of California, 
44511 Grimmer Blvd, Fre-
mont, CA 94538
This business is conducted 

by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/2/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jennifer M. Settles - 
Secretary
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 8, 2015. Expires 
January 8, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3738.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015. 

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 462092, 462093

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use 
of the Fictitious Business 
Name: Energy Pros, Building 
Pros, 462 Lindbergh Ave., 
Livermore, CA 94551.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on 02/27/2012 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Energy Pros, Inc., 462 Lind-
bergh Ave., Livermore, CA 
94551
This business was conducted 
by: 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Robert Clifford, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2014. Ex-
pires December 23, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3739. Published  January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 499462-63

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Energy Pros, 
Building Pros, 1258 Quarry 
Lane, Suite F,  Pleasan-
ton, CA 94566, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Building Pros, Inc., 1258 
Quarry Lane, Suite F, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Robert Clifford, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2014. Ex-
pires December 23, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3740.  Published January 
22, 29, February 5, 12, 2015.   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500332
The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Fire Docs, 
48900 Mines Rd,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Rian Gillian Evitt, 48900 
Mines Rd, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Rian Evitt
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 20, 2015. Expires 
January 20, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3741.  Published January 
29, February 5, 12, 19, 2015.   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500588
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Ratinho 
Distributing, 454 Lindbergh 
Ave,  Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Carlos Ratinho, 454 Lind-
bergh Ave, Livermore, CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Carlos Ratinho
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 26, 2015. Expires 
January 26, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3742.  Published January 
29, February 5, 12, 19, 2015.   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500413
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Cake World, 
1550 Springtown Blvd, Apt 
6-B,  Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Gina Habib, 1550 Springtown 
Blvd, Apt 6-B, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Gina Habib

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2015. Expires 
January 21, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3743.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500690
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Mobile Live 
Scan, 4749 Bennett Dr. Suite 
E,  Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Kay French, 4749 Bennett Dr. 
Suite E, Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kay French
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2015. Expires 
January 28, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3744.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500024
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bee Sure Elec-
tric Company, 5445 Tree-
flower Dr,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Richard E. Jacobs, 5445 
Treeflower Dr, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Richard E. Jacobs
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 9, 2015. Expires 
January 9, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3745.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 499979
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Walovich 
Architects Group, 3875 Hop-
yard Rd Suite 170, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Walovich Architects, Inc, 
3875 Hopyard Rd Suite 170, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 

By Carol Graham
For ten-year-old Adam 

King, the work had both 
good parts and not so good 
parts. 

"The best part about this 
Tu B'Shvat was getting the 
experience of gardening and 
doing community service," 
said the Arroyo Seco El-
ementary fifth grader.  "The 
difficult part was having to 
haul loads of mulch in a big 
wheelbarrow."

Adam was one of 20 
volunteers from Tri-Valley 
Cultural Jews who gathered 
at Pleasanton's Alviso Adobe 
on the morning of February 
1st to celebrate Tu B'Shvat. 

"Basically the words Tu 
B'Shvat are the date, the 
15th day of the month of 
Shevat," said Kevin Coren, 
the organization's president.  
"Tu B'Shvat is celebrated as 
the 'New Year of the Trees.'  
Think Arbor Day for Jews.  
We try to make it an op-
portunity to do something 
environmental."

Past projects have in-
cluded recycling-related 
activities, going on hikes, 
and viewing butterfly migra-
tions.  This year's project 
was sprucing up the grounds 
of Pleasanton's Alviso Ado-
be Community Park.  

"During the drought, 
plants had died and some of 
the beds had been overrun 
with weeds," said Coren.  
"Our job was to plant plants, 
weed the beds, and help 
spread mulch.  There's a Bee 
and Butterfly Garden that's 
an educational garden and 
native plants, many having 
to do with the history of the 
Alviso Adobe."

The Alviso Adobe Com-
munity Park, a seven-acre 
park located on Foothill 
Road. is owned by the City 
of Pleasanton who provided 
the plants and materials 
for the project. The Alviso 
Adobe was constructed in 
1854 by Francisco Alviso, 
and is a rare surviving ex-
ample of an early American 
adobe that was continuously 
in use until 1969.

Traditionally, Tu B'Shvat 

Photo by Amy Greenberg 

customs in Israel involved 
planting trees to oversee 
land reclamation and af-
forestation, establishing a 
stand of trees where no 
forest existed.  In contem-
porary Israel, Tu B'Shvat is 
celebrated as an ecological 
awareness day.  

"As a member of the 
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
I feel we observe this day 
in a meaningful way," said 
Adam's father, Noah King.  
"We go to a different re-
gional park on Tu B'Shvat 
each year.  Sometimes we 
take naturalist-led hikes 
and learn about the local 
ecosystem, and sometimes 
we do activities to help the 
environment."

After gardening, volun-
teers enjoyed a potluck meal.  

"Almost every Jewish 
holiday has a food aspect 
to it," said Coren.  "For Tu 
B'Shvat you're supposed to 
have food from different 
species of trees, usually 
including raisins, almonds, 
olives, oranges, figs, dates 
and carob." 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews 
is a secular community that 
includes those who iden-
tify with the Jewish people 
through family, culture and 
history rather than through 
religion.  They focus on 

the culture of Judaism, and 
celebrate holidays from an 
historic point of view.  

"Our group is a mix of 
families and singles who 
come from varying back-
grounds.  Families have one 
or both spouses who were 
raised Jewish - some in a 
secular environment, others 
in a non-secular environ-
ment," said Coren.   "We 
would love our community 
to grow. Anyone interested 
in becoming a part of Tri-
Valley Cultural Jews can 
visit our website."  

Although this year's Tu 
B'Shvat volunteers' ages 
ranged from five to 55, near-
ly half were children aged 13 
and younger. 

"They had great enthu-
siasm," said Coren.  "They 
wanted to do everything: 
dig holes, plant things, find 
worms, shovel mulch, and 
push the wheelbarrows."

Added King, "The best 
part was doing something 
positive to help the environ-
ment with my children. It's 
important to set that example 
so they learn how vital it is 
that we do these kinds of 
things."

For more information, 
visit www.trivalleycultur-
aljews.wordpress.com.  

New Year of the Trees Celebrated

Photo by Jamie Ireland

Nature Programs
Winter Sky is the topic for the 

program offered Sat., Feb. 14 by 
the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District ranger staff. 
Meet Ranger Glen Florey at 6 
p.m. at Sycamore Grove Park, 
1051 Wetmore Road. 

Venus and Mars will be meet-
ing in the western sky just after 
sunset, so it is a great night for 
a walk. The program includes 
walking about two miles into 
the park to find dark skies to see 
the winter constellations shining 
in their full glory. Please dress 
warmly and wear comfortable 
shoes for hiking. Canceled if  
raining.

 On Sun., Feb. 15 the focus 
will be on Animal Magnetism. 
Meet Ranger Dawn Soles at 4:30 
p.m. at Ravenswood Historic 
Site, 2647 Arroyo Road. 

Valentine’s Day has just 
passed, a day when thoughts 
of romance race through our 
minds. Along with roman-
tic thoughts invariably come 
thoughts of procreation. Nature 
has provided many astounding 
behaviors and forms to ensure 
the continuation of species. 
Join this program to learn about 
reproductive strategies of plants 
and animals around the world. 
This program is best for a mature 
audience. 

There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. A $3 
donation is requested to help 
support the programs unless 
other fees are specified. Partici-
pants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Huge Garage Sale
The Rotary Club of Pleasan-

ton is sponsoring a Prime Pick-
in's Multi-Household Garage 
Sale to raise funds in support of 

its Annual Wheelchair Project. 
The club sends wheelchairs 

to needy disabled and elderly 
abroad each year.  

The sale will occur on Satur-
day February 28th at the Amador 
High School Parking Lot from 
8am to Noon.  1155 Santa Rita 
Rd, Pleasanton.  

Should it rain, the event will 
be moved to the school's parking 
structure.  Come by to support 
the cause, or alternatively,  do-
nate goods for the sale.  

For additional informa-
tion contact Tony Chen at 
chenan2718@gmail.com." 

Go Glamping
Save Mount Diablo invites 

people to go “glamping” – that’s 
glamorous camping – along the 
Diablo Trail from Walnut Creek 
to Brentwood with Four Days 
Diablo.  Four Days Diablo is 
a “Gently Roughing It” camp-
ing trip that leads you on an 
adventure through rarely seen 
Mount Diablo landscapes and 
epicurean delights right in your 
backyard.

Four Days Diablo will take 
place April 29 - May 2, 2015. 

Each day as  participants 
explore the majestic wilderness 
with expert guides, staff hauls 
the  gear and sets up a new camp 
while local chefs.   

“Why get your Valentine a 
bouquet of flowers when you 
could share an entire field full 
of wildflowers together?” asked 
Ron Brown, Save Mount Dia-
blo’s Executive Director.  This 
wildflower season has been 
highly anticipated despite the 
drought because of the unique 
fire following flowers that are 
expected. The Morgan Fire on 
Mount Diablo in September 
2013 burned more than 3,000 
acres but in our dry climate 
many species have adapted to 

fire including some wildflowers 
that can only be found in the 
first few years after a fire like 
fire poppies.

Last year’s Four Days Dia-
blo trip included hikes to look 
for some of the rare annual 
blooms and this year perennial 
fire followers should be joining 
the mix as well.  In addition to 
wildflowers, the bird watching 
and tales from the expert guides 
are world class.

Space on the Four Days 
Diablo trip is limited. For more 
information visit SaveMount-
Diablo.org or contact Save 
Mount Diablo's office at (925) 
947-3535

Scholarships Available
Up to six scholarships, each 

worth $2,000 are offered by the 
Tri-Valley Retired Educators 
Scholarship Foundation.  The 
awards are offered to high-
school graduating seniors and 
college/university students.  All 
applicants must be planning a 
career in education.

 Requirements are:  a) ap-
plicants must be residents of the 
Livermore, Pleasanton, Dublin, 
Sunol area, b) high school appli-
cants must be seniors planning 
to attend a four-year college in 
fall, 2015, c) community college 
applicants must be qualified to 
transfer as juniors to a four-year 
institution in fall, 2015, d) 4-year 
college applicants must be 
sophomores who will continue 
as juniors in fall, 2015.  

 Questions about the scholar-
ship should be sent to greegno@
comcast.net or call 925-443-
6097. Application deadline is 
March 21, 2015. 

Application packets can 
be downloaded at the retired 
educators’ website www.div85.
calrta.org and scroll down to 
scholarships.  
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by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/2014.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Teresa Walovich, CFO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 8, 2015. Expires 
January 8, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3746.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500688
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Sanative Ways, 
428 North  L  Street,  Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jill Andrea Ulander, 1385 
Cameo Ct, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jill A. Ulander
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2015. Expires 
January 28, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3747.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500374
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: American 
Adorn, 1330 Saybrook Road,  
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jacqueline Taylor, 1330 
Saybrook Road, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jacqueline Taylor
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2015. Expires 
January 21, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3748.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500510
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: the 47th 
element, 622 Hamilton Way, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Karen Trown, 622 Hamilton 
Way, Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/13/15.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Karen Trown
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3749.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500862
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Delta Car-
pet Cleaning, 4749 Bennett 
Dr Suite E,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Rohn E. Strandberg, 4749 
Bennett Dr Suite E, Liver-
more, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Rohn E. Strandberg
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3750.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500861
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Live 
Scan, 186 South K Street,  
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Angela Jo Lamb (2)Jeff 
S. Lamb, 730 Farrington St, 
Mountain House, CA 95391
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Angela Lamb
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3751.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 444670

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Livermore Live Scan, 186 
South K Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement being abandoned 

was filed on 11/5/2010 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Kay French, 186 South K 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550
 Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Kay French
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3752. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500512
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Knowetry 
Consulting, 1020 Serpentine 
Ln, Ste 109, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Stacy Parson, 2169 Arlington 
Way, San Ramon, CA 94582
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/1/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Stacy Parson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3753.  Published February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015. 

NOTICE
Cattle Grazing Lease

Zone 7 Water Agency 
(Livermore, CA) is solicit-
ing proposals for a long 
term cattle grazing tenant 
experienced in watershed 
stewardship to graze and 
manage the District’s 
5,000 acre Lake Del Valle 
Property (formerly Patterson 
Ranch) in Alameda County, 
CA.  Request for Proposal 
requirements and the Graz-
ing Management and 
Watershed Protection Plan 
can be found at www.zone-
7water.com or by contacting 
Kurt Arends at karends@
zone7water.com.

The Independent Legal No. 
3754. Published February 
12, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500669
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Vision Cube 
Entertainment, 473 Armida 
Ct,  Livermore, CA 94550, 

is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jamie Hartz, 473 Armida Ct, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jamie Hartz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 27, 2015. Expires 
January 27, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3755.  Published  February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at  
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED               

Technician / Installer
       

Positive attitude
Electrical experience

Field dispatched
Van provided
Full benefits 

Clean DMV req.
           

Call Mark   
408-621-0993

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bu-
reau before you send money 
or fees. Read and under-
stand any contracts before 
you sign. Shop around for 
rates.

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD  

IN THE INDEPENDENT
Call  (925)243-8000  

MERCHANDISE
114) FOR SALE

ONLINE AUCTION
Farm/Antique Auction

(Fairgrounds)
Pleasanton, CA

Alameda Fairgrounds 
must sell a portion of their 
farm displays to make 
room for the new remodel!

Lots of Unique Farm 
Equipment & Collectibles 
will be sold to the highest 
bidder!!

Bidding Starts: 2/21/15
Bidding Closes: 2/24/15
Preview: Sat. & Mon. of 
the Sale

www.bidcal.com
530-345-0840 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO PLACE AN AD OR A LEGAL NOTICE IN THE INDEPENDENT, CALL 243-8000

Tax Advantages to 
Homeownership

By Cher Wollard
In addition to all the other advantages homeownership brings, 

there can be significant tax benefits.
There are direct write-offs related to making mortgage pay-

ments and paying property taxes, which may lower your level of 
taxable income. They could even push you into a lower tax bracket. 

Of course, every homeowner's financial situation is different, 
so please consult with a tax professional regarding your individual 
tax liability.

As you prepare your tax returns this year, consider the main 
deductions associated with homeownership:

1. Mortgage interest paid on your loan. Most married couples 
filing jointly can deduct interest up to $1 million in mortgage debt 
on their primary residence and/or on a second home, such as vaca-
tion property. For individuals, the limit is $500,000. 

Interest paid on a refinance loan, home equity loan or home 
equity line of credit is tax-deductible as well, although there are 
restrictions if you raise your mortgage debt beyond the property's 
fair market value.

2. Mortgage insurance, sometimes called MI or PMI. This is 
not the same as homeowner’s insurance, which is a policy you 
take out to cover your home in case of fire, flood or other disaster. 
Mortgage insurance instead covers the lender, and is usually re-
quired on loans for more than 80 percent of the value of the home.

So those who purchase property with less than a 20 percent 
downpayment are often required to carry mortgage insurance. 
This insurance can be pricey – hundreds of dollars each month. 
Being able to write it off against your income at least saves a bit 
on federal and state taxes. 

It is, however, phased out by 10 percent for each $1,000 by 
which your adjusted gross income tops $100,000 for married 
couples or $50,000 for single people or married people filing 
separately. That means that you can’t use the deduction if your 
adjusted gross income exceeds $110,000 ($55,000 for singles and 
married people filing separately). 

3. Property taxes. The county taxes you pay twice annually 
based on the purchase price of your home may be deducted on 
your tax returns. Whether you pay those taxes directly in two 
installments in December and April, or through an impound ac-
count associated with your mortgage, this deduction can reduce 
the amount of income on which you owe taxes by several thousand 
dollars each year.

  4. Discount points. If you took out a mortgage in 2014 to pur-
chase property or to refinance your mortgage, you probably paid 
discount points, sometimes just called “points,” to lower your rate. 

When you purchase property, discount points may be deducted 
in full in the year in which they were paid. When you refinance, 
the discount points usually must be amortized over the life of the 
loan. So, for example, if you paid $1,500 in discount points on a 
15-year home equity loan, you could likely deduct $100 per year 
for the life of the loan. 

The deduction for points is subject to certain criteria, so con-
sult with your tax advisor as to whether or not you can claim this 
advantage.

5. Home improvements. Most costs of maintaining and im-
proving your home are not tax deductible. But certain costs may 
be. If you renovate your home to accommodate the needs of a 
chronically ill or disabled person, and the renovations do not add 
to the overall value of the home, the cost of that project may be 
tax deductible. 

6. Home offices. If you work from home, you may be able to 
deduct the expenses of creating and maintaining your home of-
fice. The regulations regarding home office deductions are very 
specific, so be sure to consult your tax advisor.

In addition to tax deductions, some homeowners may qualify 
for tax credits, which come directly off the bill. 

First-time homebuyers who earned a mortgage credit certificate 
or MCC before purchasing their home are entitled to an MCC 
credit. 

Homeowners who made certain types of energy-saving im-
provements may qualify for credits on their federal taxes.

Credits differ from deductions in that they are applied to the bot-
tom line, rather than reducing the income on which taxes are paid.

Those who sold a home last year have other tax issues to 
consider. 

Profits made on the sale of real estate are generally considered 
to be capital gains, rather than income.  The good news: If the 
property was your primary residence, you are likely entitled to a 
hefty exemption in your capital gains tax.

For example, if you purchased a home in 1998 for $650,000 
and sold it last year for $875,000, that is a profit of $225,000, 
regardless of how much you owe on the property. 

That profit may be offset somewhat by the cost of improve-
ments, as well as the costs of selling your home. The difference is 
your net gain, which would be subject to capital gains tax rules.

But if the home was your primary residence, you would likely 
not pay tax on this amount. This is because you can claim an 
exemption of $250,000 for individuals or $500,000 for married 
couples.

If you sold your home in a short sale or were subject to fore-
closure, the Mortgage Forgiveness and Debt Relief Act may 
provide some help.

Normally, debt forgiveness is counted as income. For example, 
if you owned someone $100,000 and they settled with you for 
$70,000, the $30,000 in “forgiven” debt would be considered 
taxable income. 

Under the act, however, qualified homeowners who were forced 
into foreclosure or mortgage restructuring on their principal resi-
dence between 2007 and 2013 can exclude this forgiven debt, up 
to $2 million ($1 million if married filing separately). 

California offers similar relief on state taxes. 
If you bought or sold a home in 2014, you’ll need a copy of the 

end-of-year statement from your mortgage company as well as the 
escrow statement, also known as HUD-1, from your transaction. 
These documents should contain all of the information you need 
to report the sale on your 2014 tax return.  

Your real estate agent or escrow officer should be able to pro-
vide you with a copy of the HUD-1 if you do not have yours handy.

For information and advice on which deductions and credits 
you may be eligible to claim, consult a tax professional. Or see 
details at www.irs.gov and www.ftb.ca.gov

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services, Drysdale Properties, in Livermore.
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Specializing In Deceased Stock Removal–Large & Small 
Transportation To UC Davis And To Crematories

Service the Tri-Valley & Beyond Since 1930

Janice Pementel (925) 997-1387

Discover The Amazing Secrets Of  
A Mediterranean Chef!  

Join us in a joyous celebration of Mediterranean fusion in  
downtown Livermore. Our menu boasts an exquisite  
selection of regional favorites from the Middle East,  

North Africa, & Southern Europe.
• Fresh LocaL IngredIents • exotIc Meat entrees 

• VegetarIan/Vegan FaVorItes
• ceLIac & specIaL dIet needs • gLuten-Free Menu

1770 First Street, Livermore  (925) 243-1477
www.casbahexotic.com

Exclusive Parking Available. Call for details.

Truly Warm Italian  
Atmosphere

4040 East Avenue, Livermore 
www.terramialivermore.com

BOOK	YOUR	
VALENTINE’S DINNER  

AT TERRA MIA
Traditional Italian 
3 Course Menu

Open 1:00pm-10:00pm  
Valentines Day

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
(925) 456-3333

Treat Your Sweetheart  
To A Valentine’s Dinner

Memorials, Burial, 
Cremation,  

Loss Support
COMING  

FEBRUARY 2015
189 Contractors Street
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 344-6135

www.valleypetloss.comBy Carol Graham
When Livermore High 

School senior Josh Ledbet-
ter learned he'd won first 
place, he realized he'd actu-
ally benefitted on several 
levels, gaining confidence, 
perseverance and, best 
of all, an appreciation of 
America's history. 

"As I wrote my es-
say, I came to appreciate 
our country's past on a 
deeper level because of the 
optimistic future I foresaw 
history has in store for us," 
said Josh. "In that sense, 
my previous knowledge co-
alesced into a new outlook 
because of this contest. I 
also got the chance to meet 
some great new people 
through Daughters of the 
American Revolution."

Josh was this year's first 
place winner of the annual 
Josefa Higuera Livermore 
(JHL) Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) Good 
Citizens Award.  At the 
award ceremony, which 
took place February 7th at 
Livermore 's Asbury United 
Methodist Church, Josh re-
ceived $1,000 while second 
place winner Katie John-
ston, also a Livermore High 
senior, received $500. 

"This a highly com-
petitive contest," said 
Grare Davis, Chair of the 
Good Citizens Scholarship 
Program. "Students must 
submit two recommenda-
tions, a transcript, and a 
personal statement along 
with writing the essay.  
DAR looks at scholarship, 
service, dependability, lead-
ership and patriotism - what 
I like to  call 'a good, solid 
citizen.'" 

The writing prompt for 
this year's essay was: How 
does one's personal heritage 
affect one's duties to our 
nation? 

"I enjoy history, espe-
cially American history, so 
I thought that I might be a 
good contender," said Josh, 
who would like to pursue 
a career in business or 
law.  "After some hiccups 
in the application process 
early on, I didn't think I 
had a strong chance, but 
sticking it out to the end I 
was pleasantly surprised to 
prove myself wrong." 

The Good Citizens 
Award is open to high 
school seniors only.  

Students in grades 5 - 8 
participated in the DAR 
American History Essay 
Contest, titled this year: A 
Child's Journey Through 
Ellis Island.  Essays are 
judged for historical ac-

Lydiksen Elementary 
School kindergarten student 
Jessica Dowling told her 
parents that she wanted to 
raise a lot of money so that 
she could get a wheelchair 
for a child who does not 
have one.  

Her kindergarten teacher 
Julie Stewart had told her 
class about the fundraiser 
the school supports, the 
Wheelchair Foundation. 
The idea for the fundraiser 
was discussed during a pre-
sentation by the nonprofit. 

Her mother Jill states, 
"Jessi has always, inher-
ently, been a sensitive, 
kindhearted, and giving 
child who prays every night 
for 'all the people in the 
world' that no one will die, 
no earthquakes/tornadoes/
fires/tragedies that would 
hurt people. She wants 
everyone to be nice and no 
one to go to jail. She came 
home from school Monday 
and announced that she 
wanted to do a lemonade 
stand and give the money 

Jessica Dowling (left) and her friend Peyton Whitehouse, both kindergarten students 
at Lydiksen Elementary School, man the lemonade booth.

ed the recommended price 
of 50 cents."

In 45 minutes, she 
raised $57.50. She then in-
sisted on adding $6 dollars 
of her own money from her 
piggy bank, and later called 
her grandparents to donate 
the additional $12, to bring 
the total $75  at the end of 
the day. Her mom and dad 
had offered to match what-
ever she raised. Her efforts 
netted $150, enough to pay 
for one whole wheelchair.

 While Jessica  initi-
ated the solo endeavor her 
friend, Peyton Whitehouse, 
saw her and wanted to sit 
with her to help. 

Jill says, "The thing I 
found most touching was 
that her initiation of this act 
seemed to be contagious, 
inspiring donations and 
potentially further action 
from adults and children 
alike. I overheard many 
kids say that they wanted 
to 'do something' too. 

"After Jessi went in and 
took $6 of her tooth fairy/
birthday savings and added 
it to the pot, even her 
"more conservative" sister 
choked up a dollar of her 
own money."

Jill stated, "Needless to 
say, it was a proud mo-
ment for parents who value 
compassion and appreci-
ate how reinforcement of 
these types of behaviors 
may be helpful in keeping 
it going."

The Wheelchair 
Foundation, a division of 
Global Health and Educa-
tion Foundation, a 501(c)3 

charitable foundation, has 
a goal to provide a free 
wheelchair to every child, 
teen and adult worldwide 
who needs one but has no 
means to acquire one.

Wheelchair Foundation 
President David Behring 
writes on the organization's 
website, "We take Mobil-
ity for granted - a basic 
right that so many have 
never experienced. I’ll bet 
you have no idea that over 
a hundred million people 
worldwide lack mobility. 
Without a wheelchair, their 
options are limited in ways 
beyond our comprehen-
sion." Information can be 
found at www.wheelchair-
foundation.org/

to buy wheelchairs to help 
people."

 The stand was set up 
at the Lydiksen parent 
pick up.  Jessi made her 
own signs and walked up 

and down the sidewalk 
advertising her ice cold 
lemonade for "wheelchairs 
for kids."

She asked for 50 cents 
or a donation for a cup 

of lemonade or brownie. 
Her mother Jill says, "We 
are very lucky to be in a 
community of generous 
and supportive parents and 
neighbors who all exceed-

curacy, adherence to topic, 
organization of materials, 
interest, originality, spell-
ing, grammar, punctuation 
and neatness.  Awards 
are given at the chapter, 
district, state, division and 
national levels.

Sunset Elementary 
School's Regina Molito-
ris was not only the JHL 
Chapter's 5th-grade winner, 
but also the winner at 
the state level.  She will 
receive her State Award 
in Los Angeles on March 
12th. 

The 6th grade winner is 
Kathryn Johnston and the 
8th grade winner is Jessica 
Guzzo, both East Avenue 
Middle School students.

Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, founded 
in 1890 and headquartered 
in Washington, D.C., is a 
lineage-based, non-profit, 
non-political volunteer 
women's service organiza-
tion dedicated to promot-
ing patriotism, preserving 
American history, and 
ensuring the nation's 

strong future by supporting 
education.   Josefa Higuera 
Livermore Chapter DAR 
was organized in 2000 and 
takes its name from Josefa 
Higuera Livermore, wife 
of Robert Livermore, for 
whom the town and valley 
were named.  

"This organization and 
especially this chapter 
is a great supporter of 
education, both students 
and teachers," said Davis.  
"DAR has been conducting 
this contest for many years.  
It is an honor to be working 
with both high schools and 
seeing what a good job our 
schools are doing." 

 The DAR essay con-
tests take place in the fall. 
Topics usually are an-
nounced in early Septem-
ber and entries are due in 
November. The JHL DAR 
chapter also gives out a 
Teacher of the Year Award 
each spring.

"I hope to use this expe-
rience to encourage other 
students to participate in 
these kinds of events in the 

future," said Josh.  "I am 
grateful for the opportunity 
DAR has provided the 
schools in the community 
through this contest, and 
feel honored to have been 
selected as the winner."

For more information, 
visit californiadar.org/chap-
ters/jhlivermore.  

DAR participants were (from left)  Grare Davis, Barbara Wills, Katherine Johnston, 
Joshua Ledbetter, Regina Molitoris, Sharon Garrison, Kathryn Johnston, and Jessica 
Guzzo.

Lydiksen 6-Year-Old Raises Funds to Purchase Wheelchairs

Local DAR Chapter Recognizes Winners 
of Its Annual Good Citizens Awards
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By Patricia Boyle
Livermore-Amador 

Symphony’s second con-
cert of its fifty-second sea-
son, “Young Love," will 
take place on February 21 
at the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore. Lara Webber 
will conduct. 

The program includes 
the overture to Gioachino 
Rossini’s “The Barber of 
Seville,” Claude Debussy’s 
“Clair de lune,"  and 
the “Romeo and Juliet” 
Fantasy-Overture by Pyotr 
Ilyich Tchaikovsky. In 
addition, the winners of 
the Symphony’s 2014-
2015 Competition for 
Young Musicians will be 
featured. They are pianists 
Vincent Liu, a sophomore 
at Dougherty Valley High 
School in San Ramon, and 
Misha Galant, a junior at 
California High School, 
also in San Ramon. They 
will perform the music of 
Russian composers Sergei 
Prokofiev and Sergei 
Rachmaninoff, respec-
tively.

The program will 
open with the overture to 
Rossini’s comic opera, 
“The Barber of Seville." 
It was produced in 1816, 
shortly before Rossini 
turned twenty-four. The 
libretto for the opera is 
based on the first of French 
playwright Pierre Beau-
marchais’ Figaro plays. 
It tells the tale of love 
between Count Almaviva 
and rich, young Rosina. 
Rosina’s elderly guardian 
plans to marry her for her 

An early birthday celebration of favorite children’s 
author Dr. Seuss will be hosted by the Pleasanton Public 
Library. The program, “The Amazing Tales of Dr. Se-
uss,” presented by Bob Kann will take place on Saturday, 
February 21 at 2:00 p.m.

Kann is recognized as a popular storyteller, juggler 

Livermore-Amador Symphony 
Features a Theme of 'Young Love'

dowry, but is ultimately 
thwarted by young love. 
Rossini used music from 
two of his earlier over-
tures for the overture to 
“The Barber of Seville." 
Its versatility continues to 
this day, with the music 
appearing in commercials, 
cartoons and movies.

Vincent Liu, 16, will 
perform the first movement 
of Prokofiev’s technically 
difficult Piano Concerto 
No. 2 in G Minor, Opus 
16. Vincent started piano 
lessons at age five and 
currently studies with 
Hans Boepple. Recently, 
he won first place in the 
Marilyn Mindell Senior 
Piano Competition of the 
Peninsula Symphony, was 
a winner of the California 

Association of Professional 
Music Teachers (CAPMT) 
Honors Auditions, was 
named an Alternate in the 
California State Senior 
Division of the 2015 Music 
Teachers National As-
sociation Competitions, 
and took 4th place at the 
Los Angeles International 
Liszt Competition. In April 
Vincent will appear as a 
soloist with the Peninsula 
Symphony.

In 2014 Vincent won 1st 
prize in the San Jose Inter-
national Piano Competi-
tion, two 1st prizes and two 
gold medals in the show-
case solo and complete 
concerto categories of the 
US Open Music Competi-
tion, a 2nd place at the 
University of the Pacific’s 

Zeitor Piano Competition, 
and a Helen Elliott Special 
Award at the Pacific Musi-
cal Society Competition. 

Vincent made his 
orchestral debut at age 12 
with the El Camino Youth 
Symphony. The follow-
ing year he was selected 
to attend the Colburn 
School Young Artists 
Summer Academy. At 
age 13, Vincent won 1st 
prize in both the Music 
Teachers Association of 
California (MTAC) and 
CAPMT all-state Concerto 
Competition, perform-
ing Prokofiev’s Concerto 
No. 3. Twice he was 1st 
alternate, at MTAC and 
at the CAPMT Northern 
California Concerto Com-

(continued on page 4)

Teen jazz band, “Element 116,” will perform during intermission.

Bob Kann

Children’s Entertainer  
Explores the Tales of Dr. Seuss

(continued on page 2)



F r e s h - men English 
s t u d e n t s attending the 
L i v e r m o r e Valley Charter 
Preparatory high school 
h a v e  b e e n creating films 
t h a t  w i l l be available 
for viewing at The Vine 
Cinema on Thurs., Feb. 
19. Seating begins at 6:15 
p . m .  w i t h films to be 
shown start- ing at 7 p.m. 

One film tells the story 
of how the life-sized 
horses ended up in front 
o f  B a u g h - man's and 
Christensen's shops. Ac-
cording to legend, the two horses, Christian and Charlie, 
are brothers who once pulled Apollo's chariot. During a 
falling out, both horses lost their wings and fell to earth. 
They have reconciled, but fight often enough that they 
live their lives apart. 

Another film explains how all the items came to end 
up at Blue Door Antiques, introducing a menacing force 
known as the Night Bandit.  

Prior to filming, students conducted research on an 
element of Livermore's landscape, one of its institutions 
or a notable landmark to understand its origins. They then 
created a myth that could explain its origins, then filmed a 
movie of the myth. 

English teacher Annette Alvarez explains, "For this 
project-based learning initiative focusing on research 
methodologies and creative writing, students first re-
searched local experts on elements of Livermore's land-
scape, its landmarks, and its institutions."

Some topics spotlighted include the following: the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Vine Cinema, 
Lizzie Fountain, Altamont Windmills, Blue Door An-
tiques, Duarte Garage, Livermore hills, Charlie Horse at 
Baughman's Outfitters, Tesla ghost town, Mount Diablo, 
Livermore Valley Charter School, Los Vaqueros water-
shed, and Livermore vineyards.

The students first asked,  "How do myths help us un-
derstand something true about ourselves even though they 
are not factual?"

 Research questions focused on such aspects as the 
founding story, what founding members  physical appear-
ance and their personalities. Information gleaned also in-
clude the passion that led the founder(s) to risk health and 
wealth to start the enterprise and why it was so important 
and what barriers had to be overcome. 

 Prior to filming the scripts written based on the 
research, students designed storyboards, backgrounds, 
costumes and props.  They had the option of shooting the 
movie  as a reenactment using voice overs, as a single 
shoot film, or a full-blown movie.

The movies range from 3 to 6 minutes in length.
The screenings are free and open to the community. 

The Vine Cinema is located at 1722 First Street, Liver-
more; information is available at (925) 447-2545.
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Winner of 5 Grammy Awards, the London-based 
Swingle Singers are known around the world for their vo-
cal mastery, tireless invention, and just plain entertaining 
performances. They are hands-down the best ‘a cappella’ 
(all music is made with only the human voice) group 
around.  On their 50th anniversary International Tour, the 
seven young and versatile voices of the troupe’s current 
incarnation presents a performance on Friday, February 
27, at 8:00 p.m. 

For five decades (and over 50 albums) the ensemble 
has been setting the standard for vocal agility, while push-
ing the boundaries of musical innovation. The 2 sopranos, 
1 alto, 2 tenors, and 2 basses of today’s group bring that 
creative heritage up to date with their versions of timeless 
pieces, from Bach to Bjork, and Joni Mitchell to Piaz-
zolla.

Recent engagements for the group include almost ev-

Students Use Movies to 
Create Livermore Mythology; 

Viewing at the Vine

Legendary London-based A Cappella Troupe Set
ery major music medium and venue, from La Scala Opera 
House in Milan, to the soundtracks of ‘Sex and the City’ 
and ‘Glee.’  Their extensive repertoire encompasses Pop, 
Rock, Jazz, Latin and Classical styles, and yes, all sounds 
are made using only the human voice.

The Swingle Singers present their own annual Lon-
don A Cappella Festival at Kings Place each January, 
and dominated the UK gig scene last year with concerts 
at Lovebox Festival, Llandeilo Festival, Ronnie Scott’s, 
Vintage at Goodwood, Haselstock, and a sell-out resi-
dency at Jazz Club Soho.  Recent tours included Europe 
and the UK of course, plus Canada, Italy, Israel, Russia, 
and Turkey.

Reserved seating tickets for The Swingle Singers are 
$25.00 - $35.00, and can be purchased online at www.fire-
housearts.org, by calling 925-931-4848, and in person at 
the Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.   

and magician, who also holds a Ph.D. in Curriculum and 
Instruction. He will share stories about the life of Seuss 
and explain where many of the icon’s ideas originated. 
For example, it took Dr. Seuss nine months of failed 
efforts before he stumbled upon the two rhyming words 
that launched The Cat in the Hat.  Or, how Dr. Seuss once 
forgot to close the window and the wind blew a doodle of 
an elephant on top of a drawing of a tree---which spawned 
the concept for Horton Hatches the Egg. 

No registration is required for this 30-minute program 
which is best suited for children ages 5 and older. The 
performance will begin at 2:00 p.m., with doors closed to 
late arrivals once the program begins. Free tickets will be 
distributed in the Children’s area beginning at 1:30 p.m.

For more about the Pleasanton Library’s children’s 
programs, visit the website at http://www.cityofpleasan-
tonca.gov/gov/depts/lib/default.asp, or call the Children’s 
Desk at (925) 931-3400 ext. 3.

DR. SEUSS 
(continued from front page)

Swingle Singers
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Flamenco guitarist 
Ottmar Liebert and his 
band Luna Negra make 
a welcome return to the 
Bankhead Theater on Wed., 
Feb. 18.

The program begins at 
7:30 p.m.

Known for his unique 
style of contemporary 
flamenco, Liebert is con-
sidered one of the most 
successful instrumental 
artists of the past decade 
with six Grammy Award 
nominations and numerous 
gold and platinum records. 
His album “Nouveau 
Flamenco,” featuring his 
signature song “Barcelona 
Nights,” went double plati-
num and remains one of the 
best-selling guitar albums 
in history.   

Liebert’s richly textured 

Just in time for Val-
entine’s Day, the newly 
formed Encore Players 
present A. R. Gurney’s Pu-
litzer-nominated comedy/
drama “Love Letters” at 
the Bothwell Arts Center’s 
West End Theater, Eighth 
and H streets, Livermore. 

As a showcase for the 
company, a different cast 
will perform each of the 
three nights. Each two-
person cast brings together 
two seasoned actors as the 
friends who keep in touch 
over 50 years, largely 
through their lively, funny 
and poignant letters.

Opening night (8 pm 
Friday, February 13) be-
longs to Livermore Mayor 
and sometime actor John 
Marchand and Marsha 
Howard, who has appeared 
recently with the Chan-
ticleers and the Asbury 
Players.

Valentine’s Day (8 pm 
Saturday, February 14) will 
bring together Livermore 
stage veterans Joan Boer 

B A N K H E A D  T H E A T E R  14 /15

BUY TICKETS 
call  925.373.6800     

click  bankheadtheater.org      

come by  2400 First Street, Livermore

An Evening with Molly Ringwald
JAZZ FROM THE AMERICAN SONGBOOK
Thu FEB 12 7:30pm

Ricky Nelson Remembered
STARRING MATTHEW & GUNNAR NELSON
Fri FEB 13 8pm

Love Letters at the Bothwell
ENCORE PLAYERS
Fri,Sat FEB 13,14 8pm; Sun FEB 15 2pm

Cypress String Quartet
DEL VALLE FINE ARTS 
Sat FEB 14 8pm

Pacific Chamber Symphony
ROMANCE IN THE VALLEY
Sun FEB 15 2pm

Ottmar Liebert & Luna Negra
COMPELLING CONTEMPORARY FLAMENCO
Wed FEB 18 7:30pm

and sensual musical style 
has been described as “po-
etic sunshine at midnight.” 

He bought his first gui-
tar when he was just 11 and 
left his home in Germany 
at the age of 18 to travel 
the world, where he was 
quick to explore and adapt 
to the musical traditions he 
encountered. His love for 
the unique, rhythmic as-
pects of traditional flamen-
co blends seamlessly with 
haunting Eastern European 
melodies, passionate Hun-
garian gypsy music and 
distinctive South American 
percussion. 

Liebert has released 
more than two dozen 
albums including two in 
2014: “three-oh-five,” 
which blends Moorish, 
Andalusian, and Ameri-

can blues influences with 
African rhythms, and “Bare 
Wood,” an all-acoustic 
compilation of pieces re-
structured to highlight just 
the essence of the music. 

Liebert described 
“three-oh-five” as a “new 
brew,” one that incorpo-
rates many of the influ-
ences that formed him as a 
musician, from Wah-Wah 
Watson’s rhythm guitar 
playing with the Tempta-
tions and Marvin Gaye, to 
Santana and Jeff Beck’s 
melodic soloing, which 
Liebert says “were some of 
the reasons I got into guitar 
playing in the first place.” 

For the cuts on “Bare 
Wood,” Liebert deleted all 
electric or electronic instru-
ments and anything that 
was not Flamenco or Cajon 

from pieces originally re-
corded between 2002 and 
2012.  He then recorded 
additional Flamenco gui-
tar parts and Jon Gagan 
recorded new upright 
acoustic bass tracks for 
each piece. As Liebert 
says, “What emerged 
was the essence, the soul, 
the bare wood of the 
music.” Liebert’s music 
and his relaxed, intimate 
performances continue to 
enchant audiences across 
all musical genres.

The Bankhead Theater 
is located at 2400 First 
Street in Downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may 
be purchased at the box 
office, online at www.
bankheadtheater.org or 
by calling 373-6800. 

'Love Letters' to Be Delivered Feb. 13-15 
and Gil Stratton.

A matinee performance 
(2 pm Sunday, February 
15) will feature Connie 
Duke, and Clark Streeter, 
both well-known in the  
local arts community. The 
play has been staged by 
Artistic director Patrick 
Moore and Assistant Direc-
tor Kathy Streeter. 

A wine reception will 
follow each performance.

Tickets for this engag-

ing play may be purchased 
at $25 for general seating 
through the Bankhead 
Theater Box Office, 2240 
First Street, Livermore, or 
online at www.bankhead 
theater.org.  For a return 
trip to a second or third 
performance, tickets will be 
discounted to $15.

For more information 
about the Encore Players, 
contact Patrick Moore at 
moorepcleve@gmail.com.

 

Flamenco Guitarist Performing at the Bankhead
Ottmar Liebert
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petition. He won 1st place 
at the Menuhin-Dowling 
Competition, and on three 
occasions won 1st place 
at the East Bay Music 
Festival Solo Competi-
tion. In addition, Vincent 
was a winner at the El 
Camino Youth Symphony 
Concerto Competition, the 
Marilyn Mindell Junior 
Piano Competition, and the 
MTAC Alameda Memorial 
Foundation Scholarship 
Competition. 

Son of Jian Liu and 
Bettie Geng, Vincent is 
an outstanding athlete and 
excels in academics. He 
received Distinguished 
Honor Roll recognition at 
the American Mathematics 
Competition and qualified 
for the American Invita-
tional Mathematics Exami-
nation. He is a lifeguard, 
plays competitive soccer, 
and is a licensed soccer 
referee. This year he is a 
state Olympic Develop-
ment Program player and 
was invited to play with 
the state travel team at the 
regional championships 
tournament in Arizona. 

Prokofiev’s Concerto 
No. 2 in G minor pre-
miered in 1913 when 
he was twenty-two. He 
dedicated it to a friend who 
attended the St. Petersburg 
Conservatory with him. 
Prokofiev performed the 
concerto at its premier in 
Pavlovsk, where its recep-
tion was mixed. When 
the original score was 
destroyed in a fire after 
the Russian Revolution, 
Prokofiev re-worked the 
concerto. He performed 
the revised version at its 
premier in Paris in 1924.

Continuing the empha-
sis on youth and love, the 
next selection in the con-
cert is Claude Debussy’s 
“Clair de lune." Originally 
written in 1890, when De-
bussy was twenty-five, it 

was first titled “Promenade 
Sentimentale." He partially 
re-wrote the piece and 
renamed it before it was 
published in 1905. It is 
the third movement of his 
“Suite Bergamasque," and 
the most famous. “Claire 
de lune” (“Moonlight” 
in English), was inspired 
by a French love poem of 
the same name by Paul 
Verlaine.

Following intermission, 
the second Competition 
winner Misha Galant, 
17, will perform Rach-
maninoff’s technically 
challenging Piano Con-
certo No. 3 in D Minor, 
Opus 30 (finale). Misha 
began piano lessons at the 
age of six with his mother 
and current teacher, Olya 
Katsman. Misha’s musi-
cal heritage spans three 
generations of pianists. In 
addition to his father, Jed 
Galant, and his mother, the 
list of musicians includes 
his great-grandmother who 
was a student of Vladimir 
Horowitz, and his great-
grandfather who studied 
with Heinrich Neuhaus in 
Kiev, Ukraine.

Misha has many musi-
cal accomplishments, 
including first prizes in the 
Menuhin-Dowling Young 
Pianists Competition, the 
California Association 
of Professional Music 
Teachers (CAPMT) Bartok 
and Contemporary Music 
competition, the CAPMT 
northern division concerto 
competition and Honors 
Auditions, the East Bay 
Music Festival, and the 
Marilyn Mindell Piano 
Competition. He was the 
state winner in the 2010 
Music Teachers of Cali-
fornia (MTAC) concerto 
competition. Recently, he 
was the winner of the Pen-
insula Symphony concerto 
competition and performed 
Rachmaninoff’s Concerto 

No. 2 with that orchestra.  
Most recently he was the 
winner again in both the 
CAPMT Honors Auditions 
and the CAPMT Concerto 
Competition.

At the age of 12, Misha 
won the Oakland East 
Bay Symphony concerto 
competition and gave 
his first full solo recital 
in Mountain View. He 
has given a solo recital 
every year since then. He 
has performed numerous 
times in the Junior Bach 
Festival in Berkeley. He 
has also performed at the 
Eastman and Yale Schools 
of Music. In 2011, Misha 
participated in the Music@
Menlo chamber music 
program and, for the past 
two summers has attended 
the Foulger International 
Music Festival in Utah 
where he won the concerto 
competition and performed 
with the Utah Symphony.

Misha serves as accom-
panist for both his former 
and current high school 
choirs.  He is a member of 
the Music Students’ Ser-
vice League, an outreach 
program that gives benefit 

concerts in retirement com-
munities. Misha worked 
with Sharon Mann of the 
San Francisco Conserva-
tory.

Rachmaninoff’s Piano 
Concerto No. 3 was writ-
ten in 1909 when Rach-
maninoff was thirty-six, 
and about to make his 
first tour of the United 
States as a pianist. The 
concerto premiered in New 
York, with Rachmaninoff 
performing the piano solo. 
Walter Damrosch con-
ducted the orchestra at the 
premier. A few weeks later 
Rachmaninoff performed 
the concerto again, under 
the direction of Gustav 
Mahler, an experience that 
was especially meaningful 
to the composer. 

The concert will con-
clude with another Russian 
work, Tchaikovsky’s ro-
mantic “Romeo and Juliet” 
Fantasy-Overture. The first 
version of Tchaikovsky’s 
composition premiered 
in 1870 when he was not 
yet thirty years old. He 
had been encouraged to 
write it by composer Mily 
Balakirev. Balakirev had 
many suggestions for the 
piece, and the two commu-
nicated extensively through 
a second and then a third 
version, which premiered 
in 1886, and is the version 
we are familiar with today.

The concert begins at 
8:00 PM, preceded by a 
prelude talk from 7:00 – 
7:30. At intermission, the 
audience will be treated 
to a special performance 
in the lobby by the teen 
jazz band “Element 116” 
under the direction of Matt 
Finders. 

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office, 
online at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

LIVERMORE-AMADOR SYMPHONY
(continued from front page)

Featured young musicians are (top) Vincent Liu) and 
(lower photo) Misha Galant.
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 The Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton is calling  for submissions for the Fresh 
Works 5th Annual Open Juried Exhibit. Open to Bay Area 
artists working in all 2-D and 3-D media.  Note: no jew-
elry.  Video art will be accepted contingent upon space; 
artist must provide equipment. 

All work must be original, completed in the last two 
years, and not previously exhibited in Pleasanton. The 
deadline for submitting entry form and fee is Wednesday, 
March 18, 5:00 p.m.

Special guest juror will be Philip Linhares, who is 
well-known in the Bay Area for his 21 year tenure as 
Chief Curator for the Oakland Museum of California 
from 1990-2011.  He was also Director at Mills College 
Art Gallery, Director of the Graduate Program at Califor-
nia College of Arts, and Director of Exhibitions at the San 
Francisco Art Institute.  

Exhibit runs May 2 through June 6, with opening Art-
ists Reception and Awards Ceremony on Saturday, May 
2, 1:00-3:00 p.m. at the Firehouse Arts Center Harrington 
Gallery, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.   

For more info and entry forms: www.firehousearts.
org, or contact Gallery Director Julie Finegan at 925-931-
4849, or jfinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov. Regular gal-
lery hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

A performance by the Yale Russian Chorus will be 
hosted by St. Innocent Orthodox Church of Livermore on 
Sat., March 7.

The chorus will perform a program Let All Mortal 
Flesh: A Musical Journey in Celebration of Orthodox 
Lent.

The performance, which begins at 7 p.m., will be 
presented at the First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth St., 
Livermore.

Admission is $20 for adults, children 12 and under are 
admitted free; students 13 and over admission is $10 and 
seniors age 65 and over, $15. Tickets may be purchased at 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1152925

The Yale Russian Chorus (YRC) attracts students and 
members of the greater Yale community from a variety 
of backgrounds and representing numerous interests, all 
united in their love and appreciation for Slavic choral 
music and culture. The YRC was founded in 1953 by 
Denis Mickiewicz and George Litton as an extension of 
Yale's Russian language club. It is now recognized as one 
of the world's most important performance ensembles of 
Slavic music. The YRC's repertoire, which spans from the 
twelfth century to the twenty-first, includes a variety of 

sacred and secular music, including ancient chant, cultural 
songs, and major choral works by Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-
Korsakoff, and Rachmaninoff, to name a few. 

Mark Bailey was appointed YRC artistic director in 
1995. Since that time, the ensemble has performed in over 
fifty major American cities in a variety of major concert 
venues, including twice by invitation at Carnegie Hall. 

In 1996, the YRC released Chants and Carols, a record-
ing that was praised by InTune magazine, proclaimed as a 
“must have” on NPR's “Performance Today,” listed among 
the best recordings of the year by Billboard Magazine 
and the Richmond Times and placed on the 1996 New 
York Times critic's choice list. The Yale Russian Chorus 
continues to attract the attention and elicit the praise of the 
professional arts media.

"Dublin Crush," an exhibit of love letters, hand-
crafted valentines, short stories, photographs, poems, and 
essays about the people, places, and things that are loved 
within the City of Dublin, opened February 7, at the 
Dublin Heritage Park and Museums. The exhibit contains 
over 60 works of art. The exhibit will be presented in the 
Little Classroom of the Murray Schoolhouse.

An opening reception will be held on Thursday, 
February 12, from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. The exhibit will 
be open to the public from Saturday, February 7, through 
Sunday, March 1, 2015. The museum is open Wednesday 
through Sunday, from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.

For more information, please call (925) 556-4500.
 

Dublin Crush Reveals What 
People Love about Dublin

Entries Sought for 5th Annual
Fresh Works Exhibit

Firehouse Arts Center

Yale Russian 
Chorus to 
Perform 

in Livermore
Yale Russian Chorus (above) and artistic director Mark Bailey (above right).
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Fenestra Winery is  hosting its annual Barrel Tasting 
event on Saturday, February 14, Sunday, February 15 & 
Monday, February 16 from noon to 5 p.m., all three days.   

This year’s Barrel Tasting event will feature some of 
Fenestra Winery’s newest Estate wines, including 2013 
Grenache, Mouvedre, and Syrah from two different vine-
yard levels and Infrared.  

The event will include music by guitarist Mark Water-
ford.  On Sunday and Monday food by Cheese Therapy 
will available. A food truck that offers incredibly deli-
cious food that involves cheese, veggies and bread.  

The Muito Quente Samba Dancers will entertain 
guests at this year’s Ragin’ Cajun Goes to Rio fundraiser 
scheduled for Friday, March 6.  The event is a benefit for 
the Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies Foundation.

Muito Quente (Very Hot) Samba Performers was cre-
ated by co-directors Cindy Mejia and Blanca Longoria 
out of their love for Brazilian dance, music and cul-
ture. Muito Quente has performed at various Bay Area 
festivals, events and parades. This dance ensemble is 
well versed in a mixture of Brazilian dance styles.  Their 
performance in authentic costumes will take you on a 
vivid trip to Brazil.

Ragin’ Cajun will  transport participants to a festive 
carnival atmosphere with a Brazilian theme to portray 
Carnival in Rio.  There will be music, dancing, a gour-

How does your child learn best? Visually, through 
music, words or dance? Learn about the seven distinct 
intelligences on Wednesday, February 18 at a special pre-
sentation for parents entitled “Understanding Your Child’s 
Learning Style." 

Presented by Mechele Pruitt of The Parent’s Place, 
the discussion offers parents practical tips to support 
their child’s learning styles. At the center of the discus-
sion is the concept of “Multiple Intelligences,” based on 
the book by Harvard Professor of Education Dr. Howard 

Duo Gadjo & Quartet Concert featuring Jazz with a 
French twist will be take place at 2 p.m. on Sun., Feb. 15 
as part of Livermore Reads Together program. 

They will perform with a quartet (add violin and ac-
cordion) in this fabulous concert.  Jeff and Isabelle are 
members of the band The Hot Club Of San Francisco.  

 She was born in France. He was born in San Francisco. 
She listened to Piaf, Montant, and Trenet.  He listened 
to Louis Armstrong and Muddy Waters.  She is Isabelle 
Fontaine.  He is Jeff Magidson. Together they are known 
as Duo Gadjo. Their music celebrates the union of two 
cultures, largely inspired by the sounds of the 20's and 
30's, when jazz was the thing and Paris was the place to 
be.  They accompany themselves on guitars, revisiting the 
American songbook Gypsy style.  They also pay tribute to 
the music of New Orleans featuring Jeff on slide guitar and 
Isabelle on Washboard.  

This event is sponsored by the Friends of the Liver-
more Library.  

Livermore Reads Together 2015 is sponsored by The 
Friends of the Livermore Library.  For more informa-
tion, call (925) 373-5500 or check the library’s website at 
www.livermorelibrary.net 

The library is located at 1188 So. Livermore Avenue. 
There is no admission charge.

Future programs include the following:
• Thursday, February 19, 7pm: France Travel Gems, 

Dale Schauer, Armchair Travelers Program
• Friday, February 20, 3:30: Family Movie Day featur-

ing Ratatouille, a free screening of the Disney-Pixar film.
• Saturday, February 21, 2pm: Ballet Basics for Kids, 

ballerina sisters Talia and Tenaya Fallis, Vineyard Ballet 
Academy

• Sunday, February 22, 2pm: Three French Villages, 
Seven French Masters, Carol Nelson, Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco

• Monday, February 23, 6pm (Rincon Library): Fam-
ily Movie Night featuring Ratatouille

• Thursday, February 26, 7pm: Readers’ Theater: A 
Good Year, Shakespeare’s Associates.

 

Livermore Reads Together 
Offers Variety of Programs

Fenestra Winery will also feature the following local 
vendors: Jewelry by Michele Bucket, Photographs by 
Margret Sheldon, Art work by Mike Robles and Botani-
cals by Jen Fish.

Port filled truffles will be offered for sale. 
The charge for the Barrel Tasting is $10 for 10 tastes 

along with 6 barrel tastes. Wine club members are free.
Fenestra Winery is located at 83 Vallecitos Road, 

Livermore. For information, phone 925-447-5246 or 
email info@fenestrawinery.com.

Gardner. It’s based on cognitive research that challenges 
the traditional notion of intelligence, based on IQ testing, 
as too limited.

The program is part of the City of Pleasanton’s free 
Community Education Series and takes place from 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m. in the large meeting room of the Pleasanton 
Public Library at 400 Old Bernal Avenue.

Interested participants can register for this free pro-
gram (course number 59292) at pleasantonfun.com, or at 
the event.   

met dinner, live and silent auctions, and more on Friday, 
March 6, 2015, 6:00 to 11 p.m. at Casa Real at Ruby Hill 
Winery, 410 Vineyard Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. Tickets 
cost $125 each.

Ragin’ Cajun is the annual fundraiser event for the 
Sandra J Wing Healing Therapies Foundation, a non-
profit organization that provides cancer patients in the 
East Bay Tri-Valley area with financial assistance for 
complementary healing services during the course of 
their chemo and/or radiation therapy that are not covered 
by insurance.

Tickets for Ragin’ Cajun are available online at http://
www.healingtherapiesfoundation.org or by calling (866) 
862-7270. 

Program on Understanding a Child's Learning Style Set

Muito Quente Samba Dancers to Perform 

The Pleasanton Downtown Association will install 
their 2015 Board of Directors and Officers during the An-
nual Board Installation & Awards Mixer held on February 
17th at Redcoats in Downtown. 

Laura Olson, Executive Director of the PDA, com-
mented “We are incredibly fortunate as a Downtown to 
have such a talented and dedicated group of individuals 
leading our organization. Our Board of Director members 
are passionate, engaged & exuberant and are the right 
leaders to guide our downtown now and into the future.”

2015 Directors: Chris Beratlis, Bryan Bowers, Dirk 
Christiansen, Mari Kennard, Dean Mancini, Angel 
Moore, Michael O'Callaghan, Mike Peal, Mark Tanis, 
and Terri Terry.

2015 Officers: Janet Yarbrough, treasurer; Bernir 
Billen secretary; Jim DeMersman, president elect; J. 
Michael Hosterman, past president; and Vic Malatesta, 
president. 

Information about the Pleasanton Downtown Associa-
tion is available by calling (925) 484-2199, or at www.
pleasantondowntown.net.

Fenestra to Host Annual Barrel Tasting

Pleasanton Downtown to Install New Board Members, Officers

Duo Gadjo
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Gordon Burgett will be the guest speaker at the California Writers Club Tri-Valley 
Branch on Saturday, February 21, 2015, 2:00- 4:00 p.m. 

Burgett currently speaks nationwide at conventions, retreats, associations, and col-
leges or universities offering keynotes, break-out sessions, and workshops about three 
topics, “How to Publish Your Own Book in 30 Days or Less,” “Niche Publishing,” and 
“How to Sell 75% of Almost Everything You Write.”

Burgett has published 1,700+ articles and 46 books, plus offered over 2,000 profes-
sional paid presentations. During that time he has appeared extensively on radio and 
TV, as a guest author and a publishing specialist. Burgett is a long-standing member of 
the National Speakers Association, the American Society of Authors and Journalists, 
and the Independent Book Publishers Association. His books include Niche Marketing 
for Writers, Speakers, and Entrepreneurs; Self-Publishing to Tightly-Targeted Markets; 
Empire-Building by Writing and Speaking; Speaking for Money (with Mike Frank), Sell 
and Resell Your Magazine Articles; Treasure and Scavenger Hunts; Life After Dentistry 
(with Dr. Jay Hislop); The Travel Writer’s Guide; How to Sell More Than 75% of Your 
Freelance Writing; The Writer’s Guide to Query and Cover Letters, Ten Sales from One 
Article Idea, and The Query Book.

Gordon has owned and directed a publishing company, Communication Unlimited, 
since 1982. 

The CWC Tri-Valley Branch invites writers of all genres and experience levels to 
learn about their craft at its monthly meetings. The meeting will be Saturday, Febru-
ary 21, 2015, 2:00- 4:00 p.m. (registration at 1:30).The cost for CWC Members is $12, 
nonmembers, $17. Anyone interested in the program or the organization may attend with 
no obligation to join. Reservations requested by contacting George Cramer at reserva-
tions@trivalleywriters.org no later than Wednesday, February 18, 2015.  

For more information about California Writers Club Tri-Valley Branch, contact Jor-
dan Bernal at president@trivalleywriters.org or visit www.trivalleywriters.org. 

Looking for a commit-
ted, experienced partner 
who won’t crowd your 
space? Or would you prefer 
a frisky friend who likes 
toys…and won’t mind if 
you’re married? 

Visit Valley Humane 
Society and find your own 
very special valentine 
during Adults Only, a cat 
adoption affaire running 
February 14-28. Adop-
tion fees are just $14 for 
adult cats. Each new pet 
will go home with a bag of 
playthings

The captivating qualities 
of adult cats are sometimes 
overshadowed by kitten 
cuteness, but they can be 
just as playful, snuggly, or 
shy. Four-year-old Cara 
Meow is a perky Japanese 
bobtail mix who craves 
attention but follows her 
own heart. Handsome Dan 
(front page of front section)  
comes on like a real ladies’ 
man, but the two-year-old 
black short hair has a sensi-
tive soul and gives his heart 
carefully. 

All adoptable cats have 
been spayed or neutered, 
microchipped, and given 
current vaccinations; take-
home goodie bags include 
toys, fleece bed, catnip 
pillow, coupons and—for 
humans—a certificate 
for one complimentary 
truffle at Gourmet Works in 
Pleasanton. Cats 9 months 
and older qualify for the 

promotion; standard adop-
tion criteria apply.

Valley Humane Society 
is located at 3670 Nevada 
Street in Pleasanton. Adop-
tion hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
am to 4 pm. Call (925) 

426-8656 for more infor-
mation or visit valleyhu-
mane.org to view available 
animals.

(All photos are by 
FOREpictures.com, who 
donated professional pho-
tography)

Meet a New Love 
At Valley Humane Society

Mini-Muffin

Carly

Cara Meow

Ramona

Program on Publishing Planned by Writers Club

Scannx, Inc., the developer of book-edge scanning solutions in the U.S.,   has re-
ceived the highest Platinum Award, from  LibraryWorks, Inc.’s 2015  inaugural Modern 
Library Awards (MLA’s.) 

Scannx Inc. is headquartered in Pleasanton, California.
Library works created the MLAs to recognize top products in the library industry in a 

truly unbiased format. Products were submitted in the Fall of 2014 using a simple appli-
cation,  then posted on a private site with an enhanced description and attendant materi-
als. These products were batched into small groups and sent to the Library Resources 
Group database of more than 80,000 librarians at public, K-12, academic, and special 
libraries. Only customers with experience using the products in their facilities were per-
mitted to judge entries. Each judge scored the product on a numeric basis from 1-10. The 
judges' scores were then averaged. Products eligible for awards received average scores 
above 6.5. Rankings for product awards were then determined by the average judges' 
score received. 

Jennifer Newman, associate publisher and MLA program manager said, “It’s hardly 
a surprise that Scannx scored so well. They’ve been at the forefront of the industry since 
their company entered the market in 2012.”

Murray L. Dennis, CEO of Scannx, stated, “We are extremely pleased that library pa-
trons and staff have acknowledged the benefits of Scannx cutting edge scanning technol-
ogy and customer support. Scannx offers the only document capture solution integrated 
with cloud services to provide unique capabilities and valuable information.” 

The Book ScanCenter is a self-service book scanning system that replaces copiers 
in libraries. Since the product's launch in 2012, its users have scanned over 30 million 
pages, with only 3% going to print. "By going paperless with the Book ScanCenter, 
library patrons and staff  have already saved over 3500 trees, and Scannx has planted 
3500 more in American forests through our partnership with the Arbor Day Foundation," 
added Scannx board member and long-time conservationist Becky Dennis.

Popular features of the Scannx Book ScanCenter for library patrons and staff include 
the following: intuitive user interface, protects the book spine from damage, autocrops, 
auto-straightens, and auto-orients text, converts text into PDF, searchable PDF and Word 
file formats, scans photos into JPEG, TIFF and PNG formats, blackboard and CBORD 
certified, advanced Email, network and PIN authentication, and tracks usage, enables 
features and pushes updates remotely via the internet.

For more information about Scannx and its products, please visit www.scannx.com. 
 
 

Scannx, Inc. Receives Platinum Award in 
Inaugural Modern Library Awards
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
California Watercolor Association’s 

45th Annual National Exhibition. 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton. 75 artists 
from California and beyond have 
been accepted by this year's judges 
Eric Weigardt (selection) and Gary 
Bukovnic (awards). A wide variety of 
styles and types of water media are 
represented. Painting demonstrations 
most Saturdays during the exhibition, 
from 11:30-2:30. For complete listing 
of artists, visit www.firehousearts.
org. Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad Avenue. 
Donations always appreciated. Exhibit 
dates: January 14 through February 
21, 2015.

Wente Vineyards Estate Winery 
presents the Art of Ken L. Smith from 
January 26 to February 26. 5565 
Tesla Road, Livermore. No admission 
charge.

Dublin Crush, exhibit, Feb. 7-March 1, 
Heritage Park and Museums. Opening 
reception Feb. 12. www.dublin.ca.gov, 
556-4500.

Special Winter Exhibits: Photo 
Montage and Quilt Works exhibits, 
January 15 through February 21. 
Two unique artists will exhibit at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Fiber and quilting artist Franki Kohler; 
PhotoMontage artist/storyteller Debo-
rah Griffin.  Firehouse Arts Center 
open hours. Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; 
Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. Dona-
tions always appreciated. For more 
information, contact Gallery Director: 
JFinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov, or 
call the gallery: 925-931-4849.

Livermore Art Association "Grapes to 
Wine in Art" show at the Livermore 
Civic Library. Sun., Jan. 25th - Fri., 
Feb. 27th. LAA artists will showcase 
fine art pertaining to vineyards and 
winemaking and show their apprecia-
tion for living and producing art in our 
own wine making region. The show 
was judged by artists in the wine 
industry for merit that represents 
the vineyards and wineries in the 
Livermore Valley area. 

Call for entries, Bothwell Arts Center 
and the Silicon Valley Women’s Cau-
cus for Art announces an open call 
for entries for a new exhibit entitled 
SWAN Day/Support Women Artists 
Now. Designed to raise awareness of 
women artists, SWAN Day (Support 
Women Artists Now) works towards 
developing opportunity and visibility 
for women artists. The exhibition will 
be on display March 3 through May 4, 
2015, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St.,, Livermore. The reception will be 
held on Thursday, April 2 from 6:00-
7:30 pm. Deadline for application is 
Friday, February 13, electronic images 
via email. Visit http://bit.ly/1zwESn4 
for a detailed prospectus and 

agreement. Contact Anne Giancola at 
agiancola@livermoreperformingarts.
org with any questions. 

Student art contest, California Arts 
Council invites California students to 
participate in the Conservation Cre-
ativity Challenge Poster Contest. This 
contest supports State Drought Task 
Force efforts and Governor Brown's 
goal of awakening all Californians to 
the ongoing need for water conserva-
tion. The contest aims to educate 
students about the serious matter of 
California's drought, and to help raise 
awareness of everyday water con-
servation practices through the arts 
and creativity. All California students 
in 4th and 5th grade are eligible to 
participate and win prizes, including 
gift cards, and the opportunity for their 
artwork to be displayed in the State 
Capitol. Complete contest details and 
teacher curriculum and lesson plan-
ning resources are available at www.
arts.ca.gov/conservation. Student 
entries must be submitted by March 
31, 2015.

Call for Artists, Livermore Art Associa-
tion Art in the Vineyards to be held 
May, 24 at Wente Vineyards is accept-
ing applications from LAA members 
and non-members, 2 dimensional art, 
Photography and pottery. Request ap-
plications at ekeele@sbcglobal.net

Order and Chaos, abstract exhibit, 
Harrington Gallery, March 7-April 11, 
Reception March 10, 7 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.

Alviso Adobe Pleasanton Art League 
Show, March 6 - 8, 2015, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Fri.-Sat. and Sun. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Reception and awards on 
March 8, 12:30 to 2 p.m.  go to www.
pal-adobeshow2015.eventbrite.com 
for information.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss and 

share work with Professional Artists 
in sketching, painting, exhibiting and 
marketing your work. ACC members 
currently working on exhibiting theme 
works, under the Inspiration of "The 
Artist's Edge /The Edge of Art & Cho-
sen Pathways." Meets and Critiques 
Friday mornings in Pleasanton. 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Students 
under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at The 
Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. Join 
us as we challenge ourselves to poeti-

cally relay our thoughts, emotions and 
experiences through poetry. Become a 
member & share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for more 
info on Theme Challenges, Member-
ship & Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 2nd 
and last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio located 
at 1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $5 fee to 
cover meeting costs.

MTAC Master Class, Feb. 21 2:00-
4:00pm in the Black Box Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. Free

Pleasanton Art League, drawing 
workshop led by Francesca Pastine 
on May 2 and 3 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton. The workshop 
fee is $199 early bird before March 
15, 2015 or $209 after that. To register 
online, go to www.palworkshop5.
eventbrite.com To register by mail, 
please provide name, address, phone, 
email and mail it with your check 
payable to Pleasanton Art League, c/o 
Workshops, P.O. Box 23, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. For more information, go to 
www.pal-art.com

WINE & SPIRITS
Wood Family Vineyards, Livermore, 

open noon to 4:30 p.m. Feb. 14 and 
15 and March 21 and 22 for barrel 
tasting events 9th Annual Barrel 
Tasting Weekend February 14th & 
15th. Taste wines plus a barrel sample 
of the 2013 Grenache.  Andy's Candy, 
a locally made, hand crafted English 
Toffee will be on hand. $10 tasting fee 
and keep the  logo crystal wine glass. 
Livermore Valley Winegrower's 7th 
Annual Barrel Tasting Weekend, March 
21st & March 22nd,  Taste wines right 
out of the barrel, meet winemakers, 
and more.  Two different barrels at 
Wood Family Vineyards.  Zinfandel 
futures will be available for purchase.   
This is a fundraiser for the LVWA.  
Participants must have an event 
glass to sample from the barrels. 
Attendees pay $40 advance available 
now through March 20th at 2 pm on 
the website, $45 day of.   Visit www.
LVwine.org to purchase advance tick-
ets and for all additional information. 
www.woodfamilyvineyards.com 

8th Annual Cuda Ridge Wines, Vines 
and Valentines S&M Release party, 
Valentines Day, February 14th. This 
is also the movie debut of 'Fifty 
Shades of Grey'. S&M is the perfect 
wine for Valentines, or enjoying while 
watching the movie. Wines, Vines 
and Valentines event is Sat. & Sun., 
February 14th and 15th, from 12:00 – 
4:30 each day.  In addition to the Gold 
medal winning S&M release, come 
taste the award winning wines with 
the Desire flight, listen to Live Music 

(Trusting Calliope on Saturday and 
Roger Kardinal on Sunday) and enjoy 
Andy's Candys chocolate toffees. The 
tasting fee is $10.00, the tasting fee 
is waived for Cuda Cadre wine club 
members.  Come treat your Valentine 
to a fun weekend at Cuda Ridge 
Wines located at 2400 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore. 

Las Positas Vineyards, Friday, February 
13th though Monday, February 16th 
at Las Positas Vineyards celebrating 
Estate Syrah.  Monday, Feb 16th in 
International Syrah Day will feature 
special wine & cheese pairing flight 
with 2011 Syrah & Coccineous as 
well as the unreleased 2012's.  $10 
for club members & $15 for non 
-members.  For more details please 
contact us at 925-449-9463 or email 
curt@ laspositasvineyards.com. 
Saturday, February 28th Evening in 
the Vineyards Comedy Night featuring 
Headliner Mickey Joseph.  Cover 
charge is $20 for general admission & 
$35 for dinner & show.  LPV wine club 
members will receive $5 refund at 
check in.  Dinner is from 630-730pm 
and show starts at 8pm Purchase 
tickets at www. laspositasvineyards.
com under the section " happenings" 
For any other questions please contact 
us at 925-449-9463 or email curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com

Murrieta's Well, Valentine's Day Dinner 
& Dance, Saturday, February 14, 
5:30 - 9:30 pm, three course meal 
in the barrel room paired with estate 
grown wines and then dance the 
night away upstairs. $110 Club, $130 
Public. Reservations required. Call 
925.456.2395 or purchase online. Port 
and Chocolate Tasting Every Weekend 
in February - customized pairing of our 
Small Lot Touriga Port with a luscious 
chocolate truffle. Complimentary for 
Silver Spur Members, nominal fee for 
guests. 3005 Mines Road, Livermore, 
(925) 456-2395, www.murrietaswell.
com/

Wente Vineyards, Romance, Wine & 
Chocolate in the Event Center, 5050 
Arroyo Road, Livermore. 5 wine & 
dessert pairings prepared by Wente 
Vineyards. Learn how chocolate and 
wine can pair to create a romantic 
experience. Saturday, February 14, 12 
pm & 3:30 pm, $35 Club Wente/$40 
public. Reservations required. 
925.456.2424. Valentine's Day 
Weekend Brunch in The Barrel Room, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore; Sunday, 
February 15, 11 am & 1:30 pm. $45 
Club Wente/$50 public. Reservations 
required. 925.456.2424.

Thomas Coyne Winery Winter Open 
House Feb. 14, 15 & 16. noon to 5 
p.m. Wine releases: 2013 Zinfandel, 
2011 Graciano, 2012 Quest, and 2010 
Mourvèdre. Thomas Coyne Winery, 
2405 Research Dr., Livermore, (925) 
373-6541, http://thomascoynewinery.
com

Wine Release at Rodrigue Molyneaux 
Winery, 3053 Marina Ave, Livermore 
on Sun., Feb. 15, 12:30-5 p.m. Wines 
include 2011 Sangiovese, 2011 

il Gatto (Italian Blend) and 2010 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon - Bronze 
Medal Winner at the 2015 San 
Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition. 
www.rmwinery.com

Barrel Tasting Weekend, noon to 4:30 
p.m. March 21 and 22.  Taste wines 
right out of the barrel, meet winemak-
ers and more. Each winery will host 
a unique experience during barrel 
tasting weekend including at least 1 
barrel sample for each ticket holder.  
$40 advance/ $45 day of event Tickets 
and more information is available 
at the Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association website:  www.lvwine.org/
event/1192/Barrel_Tasting_Weekend.
html

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 21 
South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock Restau-
rant in Livermore/on Portola Avenue-- 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, full bar, 
small cover.

An Evening with Molly Ringwald, 7:30 
p.m. Thurs., Feb. 12. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Ricky Nelson Remembered, starring 
Matthew and Gunnar Nelson. 8 p.m. 
Fri., Feb. 13. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov, Feb. 
13-March 8. Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre, 22311 N. Third St., Hayward. 
Program and facility of the Hayward 
Area Recreation and Park District. 
www.dmtonline.org or 510-881-6777. 

Del Valle Fine Arts, Cypress String 
Quartet, 8 p.m. Feb. 14. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Pacific Chamber Symphony, 2 p.m. 
Feb. 15, Romance in the Valley. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Ottmar Liebert, contemporary 
Flamenco, 7:30 p.m. Wed., Feb. 18. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

The Music of ABBA, 8 p.m. Fri., Feb. 
20. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.com 
or 373-6800.

An evening of music with pianist 
Daniel Glover, Valley Concert Chorale 
benefit. Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m. Lynnewood 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black Ave., 
Pleasanton. Program of Polish and 
Russian masterpieces. $25, order 
advance tickets at 866-4003 or email 
info@valleyconcertchorale.org or go 
to www.valleyconcertchorale.org click 
Brown Paper Tickets.

Livermore-Amador Symphony, pres-
ents Young Love, 8 p.m. Sat., Feb. 
21, solos by winners of the 2-14-15 
Competition for Young Musicians. 

Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Strait Country: A George Strait Tribute 
with Nashville Recording Artist Buck 
Ford and his Pure Country Band.  
Matinee only: Sunday, February 22, 
2:00 p.m. at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton.  Showcasing George 
Strait's unique style of western swing 
music, bar-room ballads, honky-tonk 
style, and fresh-traditional Country 
Music. Featuring Strait’s trademark 
sounds of pedal steel guitar and 
fiddle, Reserved seating tickets 
$15- $25.  Tickets available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, or 
at the center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 

The Swingle Singers, Legend-
ary London-based A Cappella 
ensemble. In its 50th season, the 
world-renowned vocal group comes 
to the Firehouse Arts Center Theater 
on Friday, February 27, at 8:00 p.m.  
Winner of 5 Grammy Awards, The 
Swingle Singers have over 50 albums, 
and can be heard most recently on 
the soundtracks of ‘Sex and the City’ 
and ‘Glee,’ just to name a few current 
projects.  Reserved seating tickets are 
$25.00-$35.00; available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, or 
at the center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

Solo & Ensemble Festival for music 
students from the Tri-Valley Area 
on Feb. 28 at Las Positas College. 
Presented by the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District (LVJUSD) Music 
Department. 8:30 am until 4:30 pm, 
followed by a formal, “Command Per-
formance” at 7:00 pm in the Barbara 
Mertes Center for the Arts on campus. 
All events and performances, including 
the evening command performance 
are open to the public. Admission is 
free. Las Positas Collage is located at 
3000 Campus Hill Drive in Livermore. 

Clerestory in Concert, 4 p.m. Sun., 
March 1, St. Clare's Episcopal Church, 
Pleasanton. Clerestory will sing Love 
and the Knight, a concert of music 
tracing the earliest days of European 
cathedrals to the Romantic masters 
who followed: Gregorian chant, the 
mysticism of Hildegard von Bingen, 
the Franco-Flemish Renaissance, and 
Brahms, Schumann, and Poulenc. 
Freewill offering. All are welcome. 
Reception will follow.

San Francisco Conservatory in the 
Main Stage Theater, March 1-2, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. www.brownpaper-
tickets.com or call 1-800-838-3006.  
Tickets are available at the door, when 
space allows. 

Riders in the Sky, western music. 8 
p.m. Fri., March 6. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

The Official Blues Brothers Revue. 8 
p.m. Sat., March 7. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 
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Las Positas College, Women in Jazz, 
a celebration of local jazz legends, 7 
p.m., March 8, Main Stage, Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts 

Youth Music Festival Yea for the 90’s!, 
March 21, 2 and 7:30 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Kit & the Kats Put a Nickel in the 
Jukebox! March 22, 3 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

In The Mood, Hop aboard the “Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo” to “Tuxedo Junc-
tion” and get “In the Mood” to hear a 
“Moonlight Serenade” performed by 
a 13-piece Big Band and six singer-
dancers with some hot boogie woogie! 
In The Mood is a fully staged tribute 
to Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, The 
Andrews Sisters and big band greats 
of the ‘40s. March 24 at 2 p.m. and  
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

Women of Ireland, music and dance. 
7:30 p.m. Wed., March 25. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

BOSTYX: All the Hits of Boston & Styx 
featuring David Victor of Boston, 
8 p.m. March 27 and March 28. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848. 

Led Zeppelin Live Experience, The 
Ultimate Rock Tribute To Led Zeppelin  
8 p.m. March 27. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.o4g or 373-6800. 

Del Valle Fine Arts, Stanislav 
Khristenko, piano. 8 p.m., March 28. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

ON THE STAGE
Forever Plaid, When four young singers 

are killed in a car crash, they posthu-
mously take the stage for one final gig 
in this goofy 1950's nostalgia trip. This 
deliciously fun revue is chock-full of 
classic barbershop quartet harmonies 
and wonderful tunes, as The Plaids 
perform some of the greatest hits from 
the 1950s before returning back to 
Heaven. Plaid Performances:  Febru-
ary 13 (8 pm), and February 15 (2 pm)

The Ladies Man, Jan. 30-Feb. 15, Role 
Players Ensemble, The Village Theater, 
233 Front St., Danville. In Belle Epoque 
Paris, the recently married Dr. Hecule 
Molineaux tells “one, tiny, little, hardly 
noticeable lie” to cover an innocent 
but embarrassing indiscretion. From 
that single untruth tumbles a cascade 
of increasingly convoluted deceptions, 
misunderstandings and mistaken 
identities. Embracing the true essence 
of the chase, www.RolePlayersEn-
semble.com, (925) 820-1278

The Taffetas, It is 1950-something, and 

these four singing sisters from Muncie, 
Indiana are making their national 
television debut. The Taffetas pays 
tribute to the sounds of The McGuire 
Sisters, The Fontane Sisters and The 
Chordettes. Sisters “Kaye,” “Peggy,” 
“Cheryl” and “Donna” take you back 
to Sunday night television on that 12-
inch black-and-white screen! Taffeta 
Performances:  February 14 (8 pm)

Love Letters, Encore Players presenta-
tion at Bothwell Arts Center in Liver-
more, 2466 8th Street, over Valen-
tine’s Day weekend. February 13 and 
14 performances are at 8 p.m., with a 
February 15 matinee at 2 p.m. General 
seating tickets cost $25, and can be 
purchased through the Bankhead Box 
Office, 2240 First St., Livermore or 
online at www.bankheadtheater.org. 
For more information about the Encore 
Players, contact Patrick Moore at 
moorepcleve@gmail.com.

Face-Off 2015: Creatures of Impulse at 
Firehouse Arts Center. The Bay Area’s 
award-winning teen improv troupe 
in three different performances, all 
at 7:30pm: Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday February 19, 20, and 21. 
Creatures of Impulse will take the 
stage for three nights of scenes, 
games, and improv high-jinks. Pure 
fun with an inter-active format that 
gives the audience a chance to win 
prizes! Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. General 
Admission tickets: $5 students, $10 
adult. Tickets available at the door, 
online at www.firehousearts.org, 
925-931-4848, or at the Box Office at 
the center, 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
Pleasanton. Note: Free Preview Nights 
are Tuesday and Wednesday, February 
17 and 18.

Telling Tales, Douglas Morrisson Theatre 
presents an evening of storytelling. 
The third DMT Telling Tales in the 
2014-2015 Season, with the theme of 
missed opportunities: The Road Not 
Taken: If Only I'd . . . . Monday, Febru-
ary 23, 2015 at 8:00 p.m. Douglas 
Morrisson Theatre, 22311 N. Third 
St., Hayward. $5 open seating. (510) 
881-6777; www.dmtonline.org 

The Intergalactic Nemesis, live-action 
graphic novel. 8 p.m. Sat., Feb. 28. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Cirque Zuma Zuma, African acrobatics. 
7:30 p.m. Thurs., March 5. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, 
Pleasanton Civic Arts Stage Company. 
March 6-15. 7:30 p.m. Fri., 2 and 
7:30 p.m. Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Sunol Repertory Theatre, How the 
Other Half Dies, mystery, Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. March 6 to 28. 
Sunol Glen Auditorium, 11601 Main 
St., Sunol. www.Sunol.net/SRT

Las Positas College, One Act Plays, 
March 18, 1 p.m. and March 20, 8 
p.m. Black Box Theater, Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts

COMEDY
Las Positas Vineyards, Saturday, Febru-

ary 28th  Evening in the Vineyards 
Comedy Night featuring Headliner 
Mickey Joseph.  Cover charge is $20 
for general admission & $35 for dinner 
& show.  LPV wine club members 
will receive $5 refund at check in.  
Dinner is from 630-730pm and show 
starts at 8pm Purchase tickets at 
www. laspositasvineyards.com under 
the section " happenings" For any 
other questions please contact us 
at 925-449-9463 or email curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com

The Second City, 7:30 p.m. Thurs., 
March 26. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, First Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 p.m. through June 
2015 at the Pleasanton Library, 400 
Old Bernal Ave. Mar. 5, Butch Cassidy 
and the Sundance Kid; Apr. 2, Dog 
Day Afternoon; May 7, Coal Miner's 
Daughter; June 4, My Left Foot. Theme 
Almost True, presented by Las Positas 
College coordinator of the Humanities 
Candace Klaschus, a film historian. 
Pleasanton Library meeting room. The 
programs are free and all are welcome 
to attend. Note that some films are 
mature in content and may not be 
suitable for children. 931-3400, ext. 4.

Student Film Festival, March 7,  1:00-
10:00pm in the Main Stage Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. www.brownpaper-
tickets.com or call 1-800-838-3006.  
Tickets are available at the door, when 
space allows.

DANCE
Square dancing for all ages 8 years 

and up, Thursdays from 7:00-8:30pm 
at Del Valle High, 2253 5th Street, 
Livermore. Families and friends 
welcome. September classes are free 
to new dancers. Questions? Margaret 
925-447-6980. 

AUDITIONS/REGISTRATIONS
Play On, auditions San Ramon Commu-

nity Theater, directed by Ariel McIntyre. 
Monday, February 16 at 7:30pm, 
callbacks scheduled for Wednesday, 
February 18 at 7:30pm.The Front Row 
Theater, 17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., 
San Ramon. Showdates, April 17-May 
3, 2015. Come prepared with a mono-
logue that is one minute long - any 
genre is fine, but comedy preferred. 
15 and up for 3 male, 3 female, 3 
non gender specific roles, a few stage 
hands that will be featured on stage. 
For more information call 925-389-

PLAY (7529) , or email us at: info@
sanramoncommunitytheater.org

Singing Opportunity: Auditions are 
being held through February to for 
experienced tenors with excellent pitch 
and musical skill to fill a vacant spot 
in the 8 voice a cappella group called 
Vita Voci. The singer must be secure in 
his own part, able to blend and carry a 
line alone. The group sings Madrigals 
mostly, and has plans to broaden to 
other mixed a cappella music as well. 
Interested singers should contact Su-
san Anderson at vitavocimadrigals@
gmail.com or call 510.708.3938

 
CHORAL
Clerestory in Concert, Sun., March 1, 

4 p.m. St. Clare's Episcopal Church, 
Pleasanton. The a cappella men's 
ensemble Clerestory will sing Love 
and the Knight, a concert of music 
tracing the earliest days of European 
cathedrals to the Romantic masters 
who followed: Gregorian chant, the 
mysticism of Hildegard von Bingen, 
the Franco-Flemish Renaissance, and 
Brahms, Schumann, and Poulenc.   
Freewill offering. All are welcome. 
Reception will follow.

Masterworks of Yesterday & Today 
performing Faure Requiem, Valley 
Concert Chorale. March 14, 7:30 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard 
Rd., Pleasanton; and March 15, 3 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, 4th and L 
Streets, Livermore. www.valleyconcer-
tchorale.org

OPERA
Livermore Valley Opera, showcasing 

talented opera singers who will appear 
in the upcoming production of Doni-
zetti’s “Lucia di Lammermoor.”  Three 
free OperaLIVE! events are planned: 3 
p.m. Sun., Feb. 22, Dublin Library, 200 
Civic Plaza, Dublin; 2 p.m., Sunday, 
March 1, Pleasanton Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave.; 2 p.m., Sunday, March 8, 
2:00 p.m., Livermore Library, 1188 S. 
Livermore Ave. Information at www.
livermorevalleyopera.org

Lucia, Livermore Valley Opera, March 
14, 15, 21, 22. Lucia di Lammermoor 
is a tragic story that serves as a 
protest against deceitful tactics 
and a practice of forced marriage. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS
Shakespeare’s Associates Sonnet 

Cafe: February 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 and 
22. 8 p.m on Fridays and Saturdays 
and 2 p.m. on Sundays. Dublin 
Heritage Center Sunday School Barn. 
A romantic evening of wine, chocolate 
and poems of passion. www.liver-
moreshakes.org 

Loving Livermore Heritage, February 
15 and February 21, Carnegie Park in 
downtown Livermore. Noon to 3:00 
p.m. Activities will include city walking 
tours at $5.00/family, the HistoryMo-
bile, museum tours, visits with Robert 

and Josefa Livermore, Livermore’s first 
couple, children’s crafts, food vendors, 
and hot chocolate for sale by Scout 
Troop 939. Presented by Livermore 
Heritage Guild in conjunction with 
Romancing the Arts in the Tri-Valley.

Dessert and Murder at the Duarte 
Garage. February 21, from 7:00 - 
9:30 p.m. a murder mystery event 
with dessert bar. Actors in the murder 
mystery will all be portraying historical 
Livermore characters. Homemade 
desserts and drinks while you try to 
solve a murder! Wine will be available 
for purchase. There will also be a 
raffle including original watercolors 
and prints by local Livermore artists 
Carolyn Ramsey, Tilli Calhoun, and 
Don Larsen. Tickets for “Murder at the 
Duarte Garage” are $20.00/person 
and can be purchased at The Carnegie 
Building or on Brown Paper Tickets. 
http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/1072474 Presented by 
Livermore Heritage Guild in conjunc-
tion with Romancing the Arts in the 
Tri-Valley.

Ragin’ Cajun, Mardi Gras theme, 
music, dancing, dinner, live and silent 
auctions, and more on Friday, March 
6, 2015 at the Casa Real Event Center 
in Pleasanton. Ragin’ Cajun is the 
annual fundraiser event for the Sandra 
J Wing Healing Therapies Foundation, 
which provides cancer patients with 
financial assistance for complemen-

tary healing services during the course 
of their chemo or radiation therapy. 
Tickets are available online at http://
www.healingtherapiesfoundation.org 
or by calling (866) 862-7270. 

Museum on Main 2015 Ed Kinney 
Speaker Series An Evening With… 
Hearst Castle Historian Victoria 
Kastner, Tuesday, March 10th, 7pm: 
Journey to the Pacific palace of William 
Randolph Hearst with Victoria Kastner, 
historian for the California State Park 
of Hearst Castle since 1979. Kastner 
will also address the Pleasanton con-
nection to the Hearst family. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Tickets www.museumon-
main.org, at Museum on Main during 
regular operating hours or by phoning 
the museum at (925) 462-2766. 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, Dublin, 
March 14: pancake breakfast, parade; 
March 14-15 festival and Shamrock 
5k fun run and walk. www.dublin.
ca.gov, 556-4500.

Pi Day (3 14 15!), March 14,  8:00pm 
Black Box A Music, Math -  life 
celebration! Barbara F. Mertes Center 
for the Arts, Las Positas College, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. www.
brownpapertickets.com or call 1-800-
838-3006.  Tickets are available at 
the door, when space allows.

Livermore Half Marathon, March 28, 
8 a.m. start and finish in downtown 
Livermore. http://runliv.com/

The Livermore Teen Poet of the Month for January is 
Lucas Coppock, a sophomore at Livermore High School.

He says that he is very passionate about soccer and plays 
on the LHS junior varsity team. 

The program is presented by Livermore Poet Laureate 
Kevin Gunn.

January's theme was "Tolerance"
you appear to be real
when you really appear
then I look in your eyes
but you’re not living there
I hold out my hand
and I cling to cool air
I grasp with my mind
a subtle despair
and I glance toward the sunset
at least once a year
to see where you're hiding
because it is you
whom I dislike
fear

The theme for February focuses on Racism. Poems 
should be 30 lines or less and have a title. The deadline 
is Feb. 28. Send poems to Livermorepoetry@gmail.com. 
Reference February Teen Poetry in the subject line

Include name, grade, school and  interests. 

Poet of the Month
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Del Arroyo 4-H Club meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at Arroyo Seco 
School, 5280 Irene Way, Livermore. The 
next club meeting will be February 18th 
at 6:00pm. Those interested in joining 
4-H are invited come to the meeting. 
Anyone 9 to 19 years old can join 4-H. For 
more information call Margaret Miller at 
(925)-447-6980 or email mmiller1435@
gmail.com. 

Tri-Valley Democratic Club meeting 7 
p.m. Mon., Feb. 16. Guest speaker will be 
Political Futurist Dan Rink with concepts 
for a book he is working on.  Read the 
summary.   Come early, meet interesting 
people and talk about politics.  Press & 
public invited.  Refreshments. IBEW Hall, 
6250 Village Parkway, Dublin. 

Donations Needed, The American 
Cancer Society Discovery Shop in 
Pleasanton is requesting donations of 
necklaces, bracelets rings and watches as 
well as women’s accessories for its annual 
jewelry event “Glitter and Glamour” on 
April 17-19, 2015. Donations are accepted 
at the shop during open hours: Mon.-Fri. 
10-6; Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. The Discovery 
Shop is located at 1989-E Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. Contact Kelley Meno 
at 925-462-7374 for more information. 
All proceeds benefit the American Cancer 
Society’s programs of research, education, 
service and advocacy.

Assistance League of Amador Valley 
20th Annual Mad Hatter's Tea Party on 
Saturday April 11 at Castlewood Country 
Club in Pleasanton. Starting at noon, tea, 
sandwiches and cakes will be served. 
Participants will be seated at beautifully 
decorated tables. Award winning author, 
Margaret Zhao will present the program. 
She is the of "Really Enough: A True Story 
of Tyranny, Courage & Comedy." Zhao, 
along with co-author, Kathleen Martens, 
won the Sharp Writ Book Awards Best 
Biography Memoir for 2012. Tickets are 
available for $50 per guest beginning 
February 1st and ending March 31 (the 
reservation deadline.) Call Assistance 
League 925-846-8490 for reservations and 
payment options. Seating will be available 
for 300 guests. Castlewood Country Club is 
located at 707 Country Club Drive. 

Livermore High Calculus Students 
are gearing up to go to Calculus Camp, 
April 11-13. Donations would be greatly 
appreciated to offset the cost of this trip 
for these hardworking students and can 
be made at: www.gofundme.com/LHS-
CalcCamp

Walk MS Tri-Valley, to be held on 
Saturday April 19, 2015 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, raises 
money for the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. For more information about the 
event, check out the event website at 
http://walkcan.nationalmssociety.org

Tri-Valley Haven provides crisis stabi-
lization counseling for those experiencing 
difficulties related to domestic violence, 
abusive situations, sexual assault or other 
challenging emotional issues. We provide 
assistance with individual therapy and/or 
group support. Please call to schedule an 

appointment: 925 449-5845 (Counseling 
Intake)

Tri-Valley Democratic Club presents 
Political Futurist Dan Rink with concepts, 
from or for a book he is writing, which 
will stimulate audience discussion. The 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Mon., 
Feb. 16 at the IBEW Hall, 6250 Village 
Parkway, Dublin. Press & public invited. 
Refreshments. 

Heart Failure, Heritage Estates, 
Kindred, and Professional Healthcare At 
Home will present a class on Congestive 
Heart Failure on Sat., Feb. 21. Heart failure 
which affects roughly 6 million Americans. 
It is the leading cause of hospitalization 
in people over 65. Learn what causes 
congestive heart failure and what you 
can do to prevent it. Classes will be held 
in the Assisted Living Activities Room on 
Saturday, February 21, 2015, from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 850 East Stanley Blvd. 
Livermore. Please call Heritage Estates to 
RSVP at 925-373-3636

Dionysus Dash 5k, Sunday, April 12th, 
Start time 8:15am, Course runs throughout 
the Concannon Vineyard estate. The 
Dionysus Dash will raise money to support 
a great local charity in our community, Ex-
ceptional Needs Network. To register http://
www.dionysusdash.com/livermore.html

LusTea of Livermore invite women to 
a unique tea party. March 5, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Livermore Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur Drive, 
Livermore. Event includes wines, spa 
treatments, games, networking and more. 
Prepayment required, $15-$35 per person. 
www.eventbrite.com/e/lunatics-tea-
tickets-15460523843

Green and White Gala, March 13, 
Begin the St. Patrick's Day weekend's 
festivities in Dublin with dinner and 
dancing to live music at the Annual Green 
and White Gala hosted by the Dublin Sister 
Association. The Gala begins at 6:00 pm 
with an "Irish Happy Hour" at the Shannon 
Community Center. Dinner and dancing 
to live music will follow. To purchase 
tickets or for more information call (925) 
899-4771. 

Tri-Valley Communities Against a 
Radioactive Environment (Tri-Valley 
CAREs) Tri-Valley CAREs' overarching 
mission is to promote peace, justice and 
a healthy environment. All are welcome at 
a monthly meeting at the Livermore Civic 
Center Library Thursday, February 19th 
from 7:30pm to 9pm. For more information 
call Tri-Valley CAREs at (925) 443-7148 or 
visit our website at http://trivalleycares.org 

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, February 12, 
7:00pm at Alisal School's multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
Kermit Carter, owner of Flowers by the Sea, 
an online nursery located in Elk, CA. that 
specializes in salvias, will speak on salvias 
that will do well locally. He will bring 
salvias to purchase. Visitors are welcome. 
For more information, call Bev at 925 485 
7812 or visit www.lavgc.org. 

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA., Feb. 15, 1 p.m. brunch in 
Livermore, RSVP by Feb. 12 to Harriett, 
447-8229. Feb. 16, 5 p.m. happy hour 
in Pleasanton, RSVP by Feb. 17 to Enez, 
455-4271. Feb. 21, 1 p.m. friendly bridge 
in Pleasanton, RSVP by Feb. 14 to Ruby, 
462-9636. Feb. 22, 12:30 p.m. lunch in 
San Ramon, RSVP by Feb. 19 to Ruby, 462-
9636. Feb. 25, 1 p.m. lunch in Fremont, 
RSVP by Feb. 22 to Vickie, 510-656-1166. 
Feb. 28, 1 p.m. luncheon in Dublin, RSVP 

by Feb. 26 to Athene, 846-0111.
Bingo Bash, Sat., Feb. 21, fund-raiser 

Children's Hospital Cooley's Anemia and 
other ICF charities. Hosted by Italian 
Catholic Federation Branch #285 at St. 
Michael's Parish Hall, 372 Maple St., Liver-
more. Doors open 6 p.m., bingo at 6:30 
p.m. $10 per person includes one bingo 
packet for 10 games. Pizza, snacks and 
beverages available for purchase. Dancing 
to music by DJ Joe Buonsante. Surprise 
entertainment. Reservation deadline Feb. 
16. Call Helen at 462-3798. Donations ap-
preciated, mail go ICF c/o Dr. Wellbeloved, 
529 Malbec Ct., Pleasanton, CA 94566.

Dress a Girl Around the World, an 
invitation to make simple dresses for girls 
in third world countries. Next Sew-Fest is 
Saturday, Feb. 7 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
St. Michael Hall, Livermore. Help is needed 
sewing, ironing, cutting. Bring sewing 
machine or serger, iron, ironing board, 
scissors, along with helping hands. (Those 
planning to stay all day should bring a 
bag lunch.) Always accepting cheerful 
cotton fabric donations. Those who can’t 
make the Sew-Fest but would like to sew, 
arrange for kits that can be sews at home. 
Questions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 
or suzbeck@yahoo.com 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a group 
for retired men who seek activities 
to enhance their retirement. Monthly 
meetings feature lunch and an interesting 
speaker. Men have the opportunity to learn 
about and join activities such as hiking, 
bridge, investment, bowling, bocce ball and 
wood carving. There is also a neat group 
of guys to get to know. SIR Branch #121 
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month 
at the DoubleTree Hotel, Las Flores Road 
(near Bluebell Drive), Livermore, at 11:30. 
Any retired man is welcome to drop by to 
learn about your opportunities. For more 
information check our website: branch121.
sirinc2.org or email Neal Cavanaugh at 
nealfcavanaugh@att.net (put “SIR” in the 
subject line).

Crab Feed, Eagles annual Valentine's 
Day Crab Feed, Sat., Feb. 14, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Hall, 527 No. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore. Crab, pasta, salad, rolls 
and dessert. $40 per person. Deadline for 
tickets Feb. 1. Call the hall at 449-6281 or 
449-4557 or Bud at 443-3494.

Campana Jazz Festival 40th Anniver-
sary "After Party" Celebration. All former 
Amador Valley Band HS members are 
invited after the Festival to Dinner, Music, 
and more in celebration of 40 years of the 
Campana Jazz Festival. Saturday February 
14, 2015 from 7:00pm to 11:30pm at 
Castlewood Country Club, Pleasanton 
Tickets: $50 in advance, $60 at the door. 
Students, directors, alumni, community 
supporters, and anyone who loves Jazz is 
invited to attend the Dinner at themed Food 
Stations, no-host bar, and of course live 
Jazz music throughout the night. Tickets 
available at www.amadormusic.org 

Tea Time: Teas for Love, Wednesdays 
in February, serving teas blended with 
cocoa, teas made with rose petals, and 
delicate blends made with lavender. Dif-
ferent selection of teas each Wednesday. 
3:30–4:30pm. Free. New Leaf Community 
Markets, 3550 Bernal Ave, Vintage Hills 
Shopping Center, Pleasanton. http://www.
newleaf.com/events. 

Tea Dance featuring The Mellotones 
Combo Jazz Band, presented by Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Pleasanton Post 6298, 
1 to 3 p.m. Veterans Hall, 301 Main St., 

Both the Foothill High School Varsity and JV cheer teams took 1st Place at the United 
Spirit Association (USA) California Championships held at UC Davis on Sunday, 
February 1, 2015. The next competition is in March at the USA Nationals in Anaheim, 
CA. Pictured in the varsity photo (bottom photo) with the Division Champs Banner are 
(seated, from left) Sophia Ondi, Michelle Cyr, Kelly Jefferies, Emily LaDue; (standing) 
Carly Marceau, Morgan Leone, Jordan Robinson, Kenzie Curran, Sabrina Stermer, 
Sarina DeJoy, Emma Loll, and Coach Kim DeJoy. In the JV photo are (front) Meritxell 
Vivanco, Ashley Duarte; (standing)Lydia Chamberland, Kimberly Wang, Julia Tolari, 
Tori Maes, Rachel Sanchez, Anna Sullivan, Annie Fenton, and Claire Larsen.
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Pleasanton. Dates in 2015 include Feb. 18, 
March 18, April 15, May 20, June 17, Sept. 
16, and Oct. 21. Music from the American 
songbook played for listening and dancing 
in a variety of ballroom experiences. Cover 
charge is $8 and includes refreshments. 
Proceeds benefit needy veterans and their 
families. Information joephylb@att.net 
or 443-2224 or bobolness2@gmail.com, 
443-2245.

Pleasanton Tulancingo Sister City 
Association youth cultural exchange 
summer program is beginning the 
candidate process. To participate in the 
program, a student needs to be entering 
his or her sophomore –senior year in high 
school in the fall and have completed 
a second year of Spanish by the end of 
this school year. Students can attend any 
informational meeting regardless of their 
school of attendance to learn about the ap-
plication and selection process: February 
18 7-8 PM at Chamber of Commerce 777 
Peters Ave. More information about the 
exchange program can be found on Pleas-
anton Tulancingo Sister City Association's 
website at ptsca.org. Questions or would to 
recommend a student, email annangst@
sbcglobal.net or call at 925 209-5825. 

2015 Business Expo and Flavor 
of Dublin is set for Thursday, Feb. 26. 
Co-hosted by the Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce and City of Dublin, will take 
place from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Shannon 
Community Center, 11600 Shannon Ave., 
Dublin. Businesses are invited to sign 
up to participate. Exhibit space is 8 x 8 
and includes a 6 foot table, skirting and 
two chairs. The fee is $175 for chamber 
members and $275 for nonmembers. 
Booth participants are encouraged to 
donate a raffle prize for a general drawing, 
rather than individual booth drawings. 
Businesses donating a prize will be 
recognized at the time of drawing. Booth 
spaces are limited. For information, go to 
www.dublinchamberofcommerce.org or call 
(925) 828-6200. 

Rotarian Foundation of Livermore 
encourages Tri-Valley residents to purchase 
gift tickets to the Bella Rosa Ball on 
February, 14, 2015 from 6 – 10:30 pm at 
the new event center at the Garre Winery 
at 7986 Tesla Road in Livermore. The Ball, 
which is a Foundation fund-raiser for Axis 
Community Health programs, features a 
divine three-course gourmet meal with 
choice of entree, a glass of champagne 
and wine, dessert, and an evening of 
dancing to the Cool Tones Big Band. Tickets 
are only $125 per person. For more details 
and an online registration link, just visit 
rotarianfoundationlivermore.org. To learn 
more about Axis Community Health, visit 
www.axishealth.org. 

American Legion Post 47 in Livermore 
is looking for veterans in the Livermore 
area who are interested in performing 
community service for young people and 
promoting veterans affairs. Interested 
veterans will meet with other like-minded 
veterans for camaraderie and support of 
veteran’s causes. The American Legion is 
the largest federally chartered veteran’s 
organization that is the veterans lobby and 
voice to congress. The Livermore American 
Legion Post 47 meets the second and 
fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 PM 
at the Veterans Memorial Building, 522 
South L Street, Livermore. Enter the build-
ing from the ramp on the 5th Street side. 
For more information go to http://www.
calegion.org/ or contact Bill Bergmann 

at calegion.post47@gmail.com or (925) 
443-2330 or Roy Warner at 925-449-6048.

Crab Feed, sponsored by the Livermore 
High School Alumni Assoc. on Friday, 
March 20, 2015. Event supports programs, 
students, & faculty at Livermore High 
School. More info to come. Want tickets? 
Want to help? Contact livermorehighalum-
ni@gmail.com or Ray at 925-606-5518.

Assistance League® of Amador Val-
ley invites all visitors to join this dedicated 
group of volunteers, reaching out to those 
in need in the Tri-Valley and having fun 
doing it. Regular meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., Pleasanton. 
For more information, see our website, 
www.amadorvalley.assistanceleague.org, 
e-mail assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of the 
store sale. For more information visit www.
shepgate.org/holiday

Bereaved Mother’s Network of the 
Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore 
Civic Center Library, Small Conference 
Room. The aim of the network is to allow 
bereaved mothers to make connections 
with, share resources, and support other 
mothers who have been through the worst 
experience of their lives, losing a child. For 
more information, contact katiestrube@
comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Overeaters Anonymous. All are wel-
come. Tuesdays, 7 p.m. No weigh-ins, free 
will donations for rent. St. Bartholomew's 
Episcopal Church, 678 Enos Way, Liver-
more. Call Nora for further information at 
(925)337-9118.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly), 
self-help weight loss support group meets 
in Livermore in the Clubhouse at Hillcrest 
Gardens, 550 Hillcrest Ave., on Mondays, 
6:-6:30 p.m., Weigh-in (private); meeting 
begins 6:30 p.m. All are welcome. Informa-
tion, contact Phyllis at 443-5943.

Community Resources for Indepen-
dent Living (CRIL) offers services to help 
people with disabilities and supports them 
to live independently and participate in 
their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 

to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
third floor movie room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Tri-Valley Parent Resource and 
Support Group is a twice-a-month parent 
support group for parents with children 
to age 18 diagnosed with or suspected of 
having bipolar or other mood disorders. 
It meets First and third Tuesdays of each 
month from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m at 
Pathways To Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge 
Dr., Suite #114, Pleasanton. The group 
is drop-in, no registration required and is 
free. Suzi Glorioso by phone: (925) 443-
1797 or by e-mail: glorios4@comcast.net

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 

Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contempla-
tive Service in the Chapel and 10:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program For more information 
www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 
a.m. Children's classes during adult wor-
ship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747 or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 
Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.bethemek.
org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organiza-
tions (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith 
Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or 
EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 
N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs 
and magazines for sale. For information, 
call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service starts 
at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 

worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. adult 
Bible study/Sunday school. For informa-
tion, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
(925) 447-4357 - www.calvarylivermore.
org.

United Christian Church, www.uccliv.
org, a gay-welcoming congregation offering 
community and spiritual encouragement 
for questioners, seekers and risk-takers. 
Worships on Sunday morning at 10:30 
a.m. All are welcome. 1886 College Ave. at 
M St., Livermore; call 449-6820 for more 
information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-
805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Senior adult 
ministries meet every other month. Call the 
office at 846-8650 for more information. 

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, youth activities 
and children's choir at 6:30 p.m. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our hospital-
ity. For more information call the church 
office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church , 
678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 447-3289. 
Church: Service Schedule: 8:00 a.m. Con-
templative Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible 
Study (check web-site): 10:25 Sunday 
School (Godly Play); 10:30: Sung Eucharist 
with choir, child care provided. 1:00 p.m. 
Youth Group. www.saintbartslivermore.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church of 
Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 a.m. 
worship. All are welcome here. www.little-
brownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 

Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are wel-
comed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship Service 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; 
in the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare for 
infants through age 6 and children start 
in the worship service with their parents. 
10:30 contemporary worship led by a band. 
Sunday school for children and middle-
schoolers. www.centerpointechurch.org 
(925) 846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 7106 
Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 11:00. 
Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 925-
227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, Meet-
ing at Altamont Creek Elementary School, 
6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, Livermore. 
Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican Church 
(1928 Book of Common Prayer), 193 
Contractors Avenue, Livermore. Sunday 
services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) and 10 am 
(High Mass with Sunday School). Other 
Holy Days as announced. For information, 
call msg. center at 925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.
jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, call the office at (925) 479-
1414 to begin the process. Wednesday and 
Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 4 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 
every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 
will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nis-
sen Drive, Livermore.

Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly congrega-
tion where all are welcome. Worship at 9 
or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays with Sunday 
school for youth and adults at 10:30 a.m. 
and childcare at both services. Children 

are welcome in all services. Contact Rev. 
Heather Hammer at 846-0221, send an 
email to office@lynnewood.org or visit 
website at www.lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., Livermore. 
3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 a.m., Mocho 
branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 1501 Hillcrest 
Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 9 a.m.; 4th 
ward 11 a.m., Springtown ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 
Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth group 
Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school youth 
group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. www.
jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Mondays at 7pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). More 
information: LivermoreQuakers@gmail.
com or (925) 315-7170. 

Unity of Tri-Valley, 7567 Amador Valley 
Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 Sunday 
service; children’s program available. All 
are welcome. Ongoing classes, groups, and 
activities. Rev. Karen Epps, minister. http://
www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 925.829-2733.

Grief Workshop, Bimonthly workshop 
to help with healing. St. Elizabeth Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. Second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30pm. 
January 22nd, February 12th & 26th , 
March 12th & 26th 2015. No per-registra-
tion is necessary. These sessions are open 
to all, regardless of religious affiliation. 
Please call Mary Hagerty at 925-846-5377 
for more information.

Center for Spiritual Living Livermore 
Valley, people from all faith traditions, 
cultures, races and sexual orientations are 
welcome. Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. 
Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 2nd Floor, 
Livermore. For more information contact 
revharriet1@yahoo.com.

Three Diamonds Qigong, exercises 
to create more stamina, more joy, clearer 
thinking, and better overall health. The 
class will be held from 5:30-6:30 p.m. on 
8 Tuesdays at Unity of Tri-Valley's Gathering 
Place. The Gathering Place is located on 
the first floor at Suite 120, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Dublin. The dates for this se-
ries are: February 17, and 24; March 3, 10, 
17. Drop-in rate is $12 per class. Checks 
are to be made out to “Unity of Tri-Valley." 
Contact teacher Gayle Staehle to reserve a 
space in the class: gstaehle@comcast.net 
, 925.200.1765

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews secular 
Purim celebration on Sunday, March 1 
from 10:30 - 12:30 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center in Livermore. Participants will make 
hamantaschen, have crafts, games, and 
fun for all ages, and present the annual 
Purim skit. Attendees are welcome to come 
dressed as their favorite Purim character. 
This event is free for TVCJ members, and 
costs $10 for non-members (which can 
be applied to a membership if someone 
wishes to join). The Bothwell Arts center is 
located at 2466 8th
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Amador’s team members are Maryam Awwal, Shriya Bhindwale, Stephen Black, 
Jesse Cai, Nach Dakwale, Kyra Englert, Megan Gupta, Jerry He, Michael Iglesias, Neel 
Kant, Rachel Laursen, Amy Le, Nikhil Patil, Shrita Pendekanti, Ria Shroff, Meghna 
Sinha, Sabari Somanathan, Janani Sundaresan, Branden West, Mei White, Patrick 
Wu,  and Akhila Yechuri 

Both Foothill and Ama-
dor Valley High Schools’ 
DECA teams have advanced 
to the State competition after 
great success at the NorCal 
District Career Development 
Conference (CDC) competi-
tion. 

According to their web-
site (deca.org), DECA pre-
pares emerging leaders and 
entrepreneurs in marketing, 
finance, hospitality and man-
agement in high schools and 
colleges around the globe. 

Each student was able to 
compete in two events, usu-
ally one business scenario 
"role play" and one "written" 
report and/or presentation, 
along with at least one 100 
question exam on Market-
ing, Hospitality, Business 
Administration/Management 

Five associates of The Watermark at Rosewood Gardens 
in Livermore have been awarded Certified Dementia 
Practitioner status by the National Council of Certified 
Dementia Practitioners, an organization formed in 2001 
to promote standards of excellence in dementia and 
Alzheimer's education. Recently certified dementia 
practitioners at The Watermark at Rosewood Gardens 
include (left to right): Stephanie Goodyear, community 
life director; Julie Martyn, community life coordinator 
for memory care; Blanca Rodriguez, director of resident 
care; Criselda Estacio, caregiver and med tech; and 
Maria Zavala, caregiver.

Both Amador Valley and 
Foothill High Schools’ We 
The People (WTP), Comp 
Civics teams had a strong 
showing at the State compe-
tition held this past weekend 
in Bakersfield. Foothill High 
School’s team took 3rd place 
among the 10 teams compet-
ing. Amador Valley’s team 
won the State competition 
and advances to the national 
finals, the 28th annual We 
the People National Finals 
April 24-27, 2015 on the 
campus of George Mason 
University and in hearing 
rooms on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, D.C. The team 
will now be raising money 
for their trip. Donations or 
contributions can be sent 
to the Amador Valley High 
School to the attention of the 
Competition Civics Team. 
Checks should be made out 
to "AVHS -- Comp Civics."  

Foothill’s team members are Adhi Vaiyapuri, Akaash Kannan, Alison Ou, Amy Zeng, 
Angela Kim, Ashwarya Sharma, Brennan Hines, Carl Mubarak, Dhyani Parekh, Gabbie 
Syed, Jai Srivastav, Jason Zhang, Meigan Chiu, Nitin Susendran, Richard Yang, Ronak 
Mukherjee, Rupak Mukherjee, Sabrina Nguyen, Samuel Saldinger, Shakuntala Mitra, 
Tony Wang, Varshaa Thorali, and Zahira Chaudhry.

Civics Teams 
Do Well

or Finance. 
With 111 students com-

peting in 42 events, Amador 
Valley brought home the 
most awards of all schools 
attending, with 114 AVHS 
students recognized (1st - 
8th) in one or more catego-
ries for test, written project 
and/or presentation. Ama-
dor Valley had 80 students 
with Top 8 combined scores 
(along with their partners 
making a total of 99 stu-
dents) and those students 
advance to the State com-
petition. Cathy Rigl is the 
DECA advisor for AVHS. 

Foothill received 125 
awards in total, with 46 
FHS students recognized 
(1st - 8th) in one or more 
categories for test, written 
project and/or presentation. 

FHS had 51 winners in the 
Top 1-8 Overall Spot (which 
includes a combination of 
an exam, presentation and/
or paper) and 23 winners in 
the Top 1-3 Overall Spot. 
Tami Raaker is the DECA 
advisor for FHS. “Our stu-
dents in DECA are certainly 
prepared for college and 
career,” said Superinten-
dent Parvin Ahmadi. “They 
continue to excel and we are 
extremely proud of them.”

Both teams will now 
prepare for the DECA State 
Conference held February 
26th - March 1st in Santa 
Clara. More info on the 
competitive events can be 
found at http://www.deca.
org/high-school-programs/
high-school-competitive-
events/

 

DECA Teams Head to NorCal Competition


