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PET OF THE WEEK
A beauty with shimmering emerald eyes, 3-year-
old Krystal is looking for a valentine who is 
willing to play, treat her like a queen, and always 
be true. Adoption fees for the gray and white 
tabby – and all VHS cats 9 months and older – 
will be just $14 during Adults Only, an adoption 
affaire running February 14-28. For more 
information, please call (925) 426-8656 or visit 
valleyhumane.org. Photo - Valley Humane Society/J.Xia

Late last week, without 
advance notice, Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab-
oratory retirees received 
demands mailed from an 
unidentified Illinois address 
that they provide personal 
records such as tax forms or 
else lose dependent health 
care.

Many of the retirees took 
the demands as a scam, 
an effort to trick the gull-

Supporters of the expan-
sion of the Carnegie State 
Vehicular Recreation Area 
(Carnegie SVRA) filled the 
council chambers during 
the Livermore City Council 
meeting on Monday.

They spoke under the 
public forum portion of the 
meeting.

The SVRA currently 
consists of more than 1,300 
acres of riding area. In 1998 
more than 3,000 acres locat-
ed to the west of the current 
riding area were purchased 
by the state as part of Carn-
egie SVRA. 

Plans for expanding 

ValleyCare Health Sys-
tem is under new leadership, 
after the board of directors 
voted unanimously to name 
Scott Gregerson as the non-
profit community medical 
care center's CEO.

Gregerson assumed his 
new duties as interim CEO 
after Marcy Feit's Feb. 4 
departure. Board chair John 

Homework policy guide-
lines proposed by a task 
force were described as a 
good start by the Livermore 
School Board of Trustees.

The board got its first 
look at the recommenda-

Find a place for a dog 
park on the Bernal Property.

That was the direction 
given to staff by a unani-
mous vote of the Pleasanton 
City Council at its meeting 
last week.

The council had been 
asked to review plans for the 
Bernal Phase II community 
park and the Oak Woodland 
project. 

The staff asked for the 
council to determine if it 
wanted a dog park included 
in plans for Bernal. If the 
answer were positive, that 
would bring up the issue of 
approved uses.

Staff explained, in 2006, 
the Pleasanton Parks and 
Recreation Commission had 
approved a master site plan 
for the Bernal property that 
included a dog park. How-
ever, the city council deleted 
it. The master plan approved 
by the council went to the 
voters as Measure P in 2006.

The Bernal Specific Plan 
approved by voters does 
include one reference to " 
dog park" as a potential park 
and recreational use for the 
Bernal Property. However, 
the Illustrative Site Plan 
does not include a dog park 
and inclusion of one was not 
part of the ballot language.

The Potentially Permit-
ted Uses for Sub-Area 3, 
the Oak Woodland, includes 
agriculture, open space, 
passive park and recreation 
facilities, and public utili-
ties." Staff doesn't believe 
a dog park meets these cri-
teria. Based on the above, 
staff believes,"Further voter 
approval would be required 
before sub-areas, or permit-
ted land uses within those 
sub-areas could be modi-
fied." 

Assistant City Manager 
Steve Bocian pointed out 
that the city's parks master 
plan calls for two new dog 
parks of at least two acres 
each somewhere in the city. 
In order to include a dog 
park on the Bernal property, 
some other use would have 
to be removed. 

Bocian said that areas 
set aside for a child care 
facility, park and ride, and 
an environmental educa-
tion center could be options 
for a dog park. None of the 
three sites is included in the 
Measure P site plan that was 
approved. He suggested that 
the council discuss the issue 
of a dog park when it holds a 
workshop with the Parks and 
Recreation Commission on 
February 24. 

City Manager Nelson 
Fialho said that whether or 
not to include a dog park 
is a council policy issue. 
It would be possible to ac-
commodate a dog park on 
the Bernal property, but not 
within the community park.

Councilmember Jerry 
Pentin, a member of the 
commission at the time a 
dog park was included in 
site plan, said he hated to 
lose it. He suggested that it 
be located to the southeast 
of the sports fields, the land 
originally designated for 
such a use. 

Councilmember Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio commented 
that there has been discus-
sion about a dog park for 

ValleyCare Names Interim 
CEO, After Feit Leaves

Sensiba declined to say 
why Feit left. He said that 
eventually he will address 
the subject. 

Gregerson, who lives in 
Dublin, has served as Val-
leyCare's vice-president of 
strategic partnerships since 
April 2012, when the posi-
tion was created. He brings 
10 years' of experience in 

the health care field, during 
which he helped hospital 
systems to attract more pa-
tients. 

Feit had held the position 
of CEO since 1997. She 
worked her way to the top 
through various positions 
after joining ValleyCare in 
1973, and earning her nurs-
ing credentials.

Feit serves on the board 
of the California Institute 
for Regenerative Medicine. 
She is a member of several 
other boards, including the 
East Bay Hospital Council.

Gregerson gave a big pat 
on the back to the board's 
members, who have devoted 
an unusual amount of time 
to help in the transition. 

He particularly mentioned 
John Sensiba, in addition 
to former Pleasanton city 
manager Deborah McK-
eehan, Martin Inderbitzen, 
and vice-chairperson Alcina 
Wegrzynowski. 

Gregerson said, "John 
Sensiba demonstrated great 
courage in addressing the 

(See VALLEYCARE, page 2)

Supporters of the Dublin 
Open Space Protection Ini-
tiative will begin collecting 
signatures this Saturday, 
February 15. The goal is to 
collect 3400 signatures in 
order to qualify the initia-
tive for the November 2014 
ballot.

The initiative would es-
tablish an urban growth 
line on the eastern edge of 
Dublin. It would also make 
the western urban growth 
line permanent.

The stated intent of the 
Dublin Open Space Initia-
tive is to protect the agri-
cultural land and other open 
spaces of Doolan and Col-
lier Canyons and the Dublin 
Western Extended Planning 
Area from “harmful devel-
opment.” If the initiative 
qualifies for the ballot and 
is approved by voters, the 
new urban limit line could 
only be changed by Dublin 
voters.

Dublin residents David 
Bewley and Morgan King 
are the authors of the ini-
tiataive. 

Bewley said that the 
initiative was first submit-
ted January 16. However, 
because of a change, they 
resubmitted it to the city.

He said it is the same ini-
tiative, with the exception 
of references to the exten-
sion of Dublin Boulevard.

The original initiative 
listing allowed uses read: 
"An arterial road for the 
purpose of connecting Dub-
lin Boulevard and North 
Canyons Parkway. The road 
shall not exceed four lanes 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Clouds were a welcome sight over the North Livermore hills.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Marylin Avenue School students staged a musical. For the story, go to page 8.

Dublin
Initiative 
Supporters 
Ready to 
Collect 
Signatures

(See INITIATIVE, page 5)

Council 
Wants Dog 
Park on 
Bernal Site

(See DOG PARK, page 8)

Demands For Tax Records Are 
A Surprise For Retirees  

ible into revealing account 
numbers or financial infor-
mation. Others thought the 
10-page letter conveying 
the demands was irrelevant 
because it was addressed to 
employees, not retirees.

Over the weekend, the 
Livermore Laboratory Re-
tirees Association counseled 
members who contacted it to 
be cautious, since the source 
of the letter was not clear.

On Monday, the mystery 
was explained. The company 
has since been identified as 
Aon Hewitt, which provides 
health care administration 
services under contract to 
the Laboratory. It is follow-
ing a program mandated by 
the federal government to 
verify that all those receiv-
ing subsidized health care 
demonstrate their eligibility. 

Under the Laboratory’s 

logo but with an Illinois re-
turn address, the letter warns 
retirees that if they fail to 
submit the proper records by 
March 24, their dependents 
“will be removed from the 
(health care) Plan effective 
May 31.”

On Monday, contacted 
by the Independent, the 
Laboratory appeared to ac-
knowledge that a lack of 

(See RETIREES, page 5)

Livermore District Reviews Homework Policy
tions that have been under 
discussion since last Sep-
tember.

Scott Vernoy, Director 
of Student Services for the 
Livermore Valley Join Uni-
fied School District, told 

the board that the task force 
supports the idea that learn-
ing takes place at home. 
The partnership between the 
schools and families is an in-
tegral part of education. He 
said that the task force felt 

that homework needed to 
be balanced. It should give 
students the opportunity to 
grow academically, but also 
to play, to sleep, and to enjoy 
family time and pursue other 

(See HOMEWORK, page 
6)

Carnegie into the Tesla area 
is in the environmental re-
view process. Once opened, 
the new area is anticipated to 
increase OHV recreational 
opportunities at Carnegie 
SVRA including a mul-
tiple use trail system, a 4x4 
vehicle obstacle course, a 
day-use staging area, and in-
terpretive and informational 
facilities.

According to the park 
website, "Because the prop-
erty contains sensitive cul-
tural and natural resources, 
it is imperative that visitors 
adhere to the 'trail riding 

Speakers Air Support for
Carnegie Expansion Plans

(See CARNEGIE, page 8)
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It’s More Than Retirement. It’s Five-Star Fun.
We Have Something for Every Retirement Lifestyle • Luxury Senior Apartments • Independent & Assisted Living

LIC#015601095

900 E Stanley Blvd • Livermore • (925) 373-3636 • www.heritageestatesretirement.com

Perfect for folks who prefer more 
community and less retirement. 
It’s about time, we believe, to put the emphasis on the correct word in “retirement community.” With all of 

our fun programs, activities, and choices galore, living at Heritage Estates is mighty active, social, and dare 

we say it — cool. Now that’s Community, with a capital “C”! Call now to schedule your complimentary lunch 

and tour. And get ready to see a retirement community that has its heart (and emphasis) in the right place.

Frederico Fiuza, Ph.D. will be the guest speak at Las 
Positas College in the Annual Science and Engineering 
Seminar Series at the college.

He will be speaking in the College's Multi-Disciplinary 
Building Lecture Hall, Room 2420 at 6:00 PM on Monday, 
March 3. 

Fiuza, a Lawrence Postdoctoral Fellow in the Fusion 
Energy Sciences Program at Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL), will be the third speaker in the series.

 This year's series is the fourth joint effort of Las Positas 
College and Lawrence Livermore Labs to explore the overall 
issue of "Theory to Practice: How Science Gets Done." 

Fiuza's presentation is entitled Fusion Modeling: Using 
Big Computers to Understand One of the Universe's Biggest 
Secrets. He will discuss how fusion is a possible long-term 
energy solution for humanity and how it is capable of provid-
ing the power needed to drive economic growth and social 
development. The challenge is that harnessing the energy 
of the Sun and stars here on Earth requires a detailed under-
standing of the behavior of matter at extreme temperature 
and density conditions. Dr. Fiuza will explain how massive 
simulations, using up to one million computer processors 
(the equivalent of hundreds of thousands of laptops working 
simultaneously) are playing a critical role in this research.

Fiza's research focuses on large-scale simulations of in-
tense laser-plasma interactions, inertial confinement fusion, 
and laboratory astrophysics. He received his Masters degree 
in Physics in 2007 and his Ph.D. degree in Plasma Physics 
in 2012 from Portugal's Instituto Superior Tecnico ("IST"). 
Between 2004 and 2012 he conducted his research at the 
IST's Group of Lasers and Plasmas under the supervision 
of Prof. Luis Silva. In 2009, he was a visiting scholar at the 
UCLA Plasma Simulation Group under the supervision of 
Prof. Warren Mori.

The evening with Fiuza is open to the general public. 
There is no charge for admittance but visitors are reminded 
that the campus has a $2 parking fee. Daily tickets are avail-
able from vending machines in the campus parking lots.

The College is located at 3000 Campus Hill Drive, 
Livermore 94551. 

For more information, contact Biology Professor Nan Ho 
at 925-424-1344 or nho@laspositascollege.edu.

Each evening function presents a unique view of how 
science and engineering theory evolves into practice. Com-
menting on the success of the first three and one half years 
of the program, Professor Ho noted: "I have been impressed 
with how our College, the Labs and general community 
have embraced this special series. It is a real win-win for 
both Lawrence Livermore and LPC. We bring the Lab to the 
greater community so that it can share its research. This, in 
turn, gives our students and the general public a truly unique 
community college experience."

Las Positas-Lab Seminar 
Focuses on Fusion Modeling

Frederico Fiuza

issues faced by ValleyCare. 
He is the definition of how 
a board chair should func-
tion. He is unyielding in 
his commitment, with his 
only aspiration to leave this 
community better than he 
found it. 

"Sensiba is one of the 
most exceptional people I 
have met, and it is an honor 
to work with him and the 
board at large as we face 
the challenge ahead," said 
Gregerson.

ValleyCare lists $24 mil-
lion in operating cash, and 
an additional $7.8 million 
in a reserved fund to pay off 
bonds. The inflow of cash 
has been very stable, said 
Gregerson. 

However, ValleyCare has 
had negative balances at the 
end of fiscal years for several 
years. During the most re-
cent fiscal year, ending June 
30, 2013, the books showed 
a $5.1 million loss. 

There are two thirty year 
bonds for $90 million, one 
for $80 million in 2007, the 
second for $10 million in 
2010. They have been paid 
down to $86 million.

According to Greger-
son, the spending paid for 
items necessary to make the 
switch to modern health care 
delivery.

Gregerson wrote in an 
e-mail to The Independent, 
"For fiscal year 2014, it 
would be difficult to esti-
mate (surplus or loss), as we 
are considering a number of 
options to improve both our 
near-term and long-term 
financial outlook."

The annual losses have 
depleted ValleyCare's cash. 
"That is why it is so criti-
cal now that we return to a 
positive margin and rebuild 
them," said Gregerson.

"It is our expectation 
that we will have a positive 
margin as of the next fiscal 
year (2015), though as we 

have just begun the effort, it 
would be irresponsible for 
me to quote a number spe-
cifically," said Gregerson. 

Gregerson also noted that 
in view of the work to be 
accomplished, he could not 
comment at this time about 
a question asking whether 
there would be layoffs.

The millions that Valley-
Care has spent have been on 
such capital costs as bring-
ing private doctors into the 
medical foundation created 
by ValleyCare. Millions also 
have gone for new technol-
ogy, that will help doctors 
and patients keep track of 
the patients' medical records. 

The intent is to empha-
size education about healthy 
lifestyle, and also early inter-
vention in diseases, so that 
the more expensive hospital 
care is only a last resort. 
Gregerson said that America 
has been trending to spend-
ing 20 percent of its Gross 
Domestic Product on health 
care. It is looking for ways 
to make health care more 
efficient, more effective, and 
less costly.

Now, the model will be 
educational outreach to the 
community, and clinics for 
various illnesses, such as 
diabetes or cardiac prob-
lems. Prevention through 
lifestyle health advice, and 
diagnosis at early stages can 
keep people out of hospitals, 
said Gregerson.

"If I do my job right, this 
place (ValleyCare hospital, 
where his office is located) 
will be smaller when I'm 
done. However, we will be 
great if you need us," said 
Gregerson.

The job that Gregerson 
handled for four years at 
a Maryland hospital with 
about as many beds as Val-
leyCare's 242 beds shows 
that he increased the number 
of patients.

In Maryland, Gregerson 

redesigned management 
and marketing functions, 
increasing patient volume 
by 20 percent. He increased 
sleep center volumes by 23 
percent, and raised annual 
net profit for that function 
by 34 percent in three years. 
Sleep centers deal with dis-
orders such as sleep apnea.

Gregerson launched a 
wound healing center, which 
exceeded budgeted net rev-
enue for the first two years 
of operation, while keeping 
costs at estimated levels. 

Gregerson also increased 
inpatient admissions by 
16 percent in three years 
through an awareness cam-
paign that provided informa-
tion about increased abilities 
of facilities and staff.

In ValleyCare's growth 
plans, Livermore will play 
the leading role, because 
of its future population ex-
pansion, said Gregerson. 
However, that won't mean 
any expansion of the Val-
leyCare urgent care center, 
which was once known as 
Valley Memorial Hospital. 
Instead, there will be more 
contact through outreach 
clinics, in keeping with the 
new medical model.

ValleyCare already has 
begun some awareness out-
reach as it fulfills its mission 
to assist non-profits. In ad-
dition to its own urgent care 
clinics in Dublin and at the 
original ValleyCare campus 
in Livermore, ValleyCare 
operates clinics at Las Posi-
tas and Chabot colleges, 
works with AXIS clinics 
for low-income people, and 
lends its kitchens to the 
Meals on Wheels program 
so that seniors eat nutri-
tiously. 

ValleyCare signed up 
more than 50 doctors for 
its medical foundation, but 
all doctors are welcome at 
ValleyCare. "We love our 
foundation. It's critical to 

our success, but all doctors 
are part of this enterprise, 
whether they are affiliated 
with Kaiser, Palo Alto (Med-
ical Foundation) or remain 
private. Our foundation is 
exceptional. They all belong 
here," said Gregerson.

In commenting on Gre-
gerson, Sensiba stated, "I 
have a very high opinion 
of Scott. He has a passion 
and commitment to the mis-
sion of the health system 
and a commitment to the 
community that you would 
expect from someone lead-
ing a non-profit community 
hospital."

"Scott brings experience 
from a number of other 
organizations across the 
country that has allowed 
him to develop a deep under-
standing of the business and 
clinical needs of a hospital, 
a medical community and a 
community as a whole," said 
Sensiba.

Sensiba continued, "Scott 
is committed to working 
with the entire medical com-
munity to achieve Valley-
Care's mission. Most of all, 
he knows what needs to be 
done to fulfill the mission 
of the health system, and he 
has a sense of urgency and 
a passion to address those 
matters."

Addressing the long 
range future, Gregerson 
stated, with its new capital 
changes in place, Valley-
Care is now an attractive 
candidate for partnerships. 
It currently is partnered in a 
cancer program with UCSF, 
an arrangement that Greger-
son negotiated.

UCSF benefits from be-
ing able to sign up Val-
leyCare patients for its re-
search studies. ValleyCare 
patients benefit from the 
studies. UCSF physicians 
also spend one day a week 
at ValleyCare counseling 
cancer patients.

VALLEYCARE
(continued from page one)
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NEW DUBLIN LOCATION COMING SOON!

New Website for Assessor's Offi ce
The Alameda County Assessor’s Of-

fi ce has launched a new website, which 
includes a number of features designed 
to provide a better user experience for 
people seeking information about local 
properties, property assessments and 
other important matters.

The new website is available at www.
acgov.org/assessor.

Most users will fi nd all the information 
they need on the home page of the new 
website, where there are quick links to 
the Most Popular Topics, Most Popular 
Forms and a Parcel Viewer.

Also featured prominently on the home 
page is a link to the Alameda County 
Property App, an innovative tool intro-
duced last year that allows access via cell 
phone or other mobile device to informa-
tion including a property’s assessed value, 
property taxes, and parcel map. 

The remainder of the website is orga-
nized under six blue tabs across the top 
of the page. Each tab covers a topic of 
common interest to customers of the As-
sessor’s Offi ce, and provides an entry way 
for users to explore each topic in depth. 
The tabs also allow users to download 
important forms and include links to the 
State Board of Equalization.

Filing Opens for June Election
The nomination period for the June 3, 

2014 Statewide Direct Primary Election 
opened on Monday, February 10, 2014 
and ends on Friday, March 7, 2014 at 
5:00 p.m. In the event that an incumbent 
fails to fi le for re-election, the nomina-
tion period for that offi ce is extended 
until Wednesday, March 12, 2014 for 
any candidate other than the incumbent.

 Nomination documents are available 
at the Alameda County Registrar of Vot-
ers Offi ce, 1225 Fallon St., Room G-1, 
in Oakland. Candidates for municipal 
offices should contact the respective 
City Clerk for information on obtaining 
nomination documents.

 For more information, contact the 
Registrar of Voters offi ce at (510) 272-
6933.

Documents will be available for State 
Senate District 10, currently held by El-
len Corbett; and Assembly District 16, 
held by Joan Buchanan.

 County offi ces include the Super-
intendent of Schools, assessor, auditor/
controller, district attorney, sheriff/coro-
ner and treasurer-tax collector.                 

 There are four seats open on the Zone 
7 Water District board of directors. 

The Pleasanton City 
Council declared a Stage 
One water shortage at its 
meeting last Tuesday. The 
action calls for a voluntary 
20 percent reduction in use 
by all water customers in 
Pleasanton.

The action follows the 
guidelines of the state and 
Zone 7 Water Agency, which 
have declared drought emer-
gencies. In addition the State 
Water Project announced 
that allocations may be elim-
inated. Zone 7 is contracted 
to receive 80 percent of its 
water from the state. 

Pleasanton Director of 
Operation Services Daniel 
Smith told the council, "We 
will plan for the worst and 
hope for the best. Things 
may change over the next 
couple of months." 

Last year, Zone 7 re-
ceived 35 percent of its state 
water. He said that in the 
event there was no water 
from the state, then ground-

water, Lake Del Valle, the 
chain of lakes, any water 
taken from the aqueduct 
over the next seven weeks, 
and recycled water from 
Dublin San Ramon Ser-
vices District (DSRSD) and 
Livermore would be the 
only sources. The state is 
expected to shutdown the 
aqueducts in seven weeks, 
if conditions don't improve.

Smith painted a fairly 
bleak picture. The ground-
water basin is at 57 percent 
of normal due to the last two 
years, which were dry. Lake 
Del Valle is at 72 percent 
capacity with 47.5 percent 
of the total available to Zone 
7. It is possible more water 
could be pumped out of the 
underground basin. How-
ever, if next year were dry, 
it would not be recharged.

Smith noted that a 20 
percent reduction equals 
about 50 gallons per person 
per day, based on the current 
average use of 450 gallons 

per day per person. The city 
has set a goal of 195 gallons 
per person per day by 2020.

He anticipated even with 
20 percent conservation 
measures, there would be a 
27 percent shortage of wa-
ter. "We are evaluating all 
potential sources. The state 
has not yet shut down the aq-
ueduct. Water can be taken 
and stored in Del Valle. New 
groundwater wells could be 
dug." In Pleasanton, using 
recycled water would reduce 
outdoor demand. Two proj-
ects are ready to go, he said.

Smith said that the state 
has raised the possibility of 
thirty year loans at zero per-
cent interest if the situation 
doesn't improve. With funds 
available, the recycled water 
infrastructure could be built 
in two years.

City Manager Nelson Fi-
alho told the council that the 
city is the largest consumer 
of water with its medians, 
parks and golf course. Plans 

are to reduce watering. Peo-
ple should not be concerned 
if parks turn brown. "Just 
because the grass is brown 
doesn't mean we are letting 
it die," he stated.

Resident Mike Moran 
suggested that the city start a 
program to help people col-
lect what rain water there is 
available. For example, one 
step would be for the city to 
provide collection barrels at 
cost to residents. This might 
help with outdoor conserva-
tion. The idea was that the 
city could purchase them 
more cheaply.

Stage 1 action is defi ned 
as suffi cient uncertainty con-
cerning water supplies for 
the year that it is prudent for 
water customers to conserve 
local water supplies. 

All Water Customers are 
being asked to do the fol-
lowing:

•  Repair all leaks in and 
around their home and/or 
business; these include leaky 
toilets, faucets, showers, and 
sprinkler hardware;

• Eliminate water runoff 
from pavement, such as 
from landscape irrigation 
or washing hardscape such 
as driveways (both are pro-
hibited by Municipal Code);

•  Reduce the frequency 
of outdoor watering to one-
day-a-week or less. Regard-
less of limited rain, plants go 
dormant in the winter, and 
require little water;

•  For compatible irriga-
tion controllers, use the “per-
cent-adjustment” feature to 
reduce scheduled watering 

by 20 percent (winter wa-
tering can go down as low 
as 50%)

• Water landscaping only 
between 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. to 
reduce water loss from wind 
and evaporation

• Use shut-off nozzles 
on hoses

• Turn off water when 
brushing teeth, shaving, or 
hand dishwashing

• Wash only full loads of 

laundry and dishes
• Install water-efficient 

devices, such as faucet aera-
tors and showerheads (avail-
able for free from the City of 
Pleasanton: www.Pleasan-
tonWaterConservation.com)

• Take shorter showers. 
Reducing showering time 
from ten minutes to five 
minutes can save up to 12.5 
gallons if using a water-
effi cient showerhead

Pleasanton Stage One Water Shortage Calls for 20 Percent Reduction in Use

Recognitions are a part of the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unifi ed School District meeting calendar.

Last Tuesday, two organizations were singled out for 
assistance given to the schools.

The Knights of Columbus #4458 presented a check 
to Marylin Avenue Elementary School special education 
teacher Jake Fahnhorst.

Grand Knight Dennis Lundbom was on hand for the 
presentation of the $2976. 49 check. It will be used to help 
special needs students. Lundbom commented that since 
1980, Knights of Columbus lodges have donated over $380 
million to special needs.  "We have a history with the Liver-
more School District. The district selects the teachers they 
want funds to go to." Some of the money is raised through 
a Tootsie Roll Drive.

Fahnhorst said, "I have eleven unique, amazing students 
who will benefi t very much from this generous donation."

Also presenting a check were representatives from the 
Livermore Valley Education Foundation and American 
Swim Academy. The funds were raised through the annual 
Walk for Education, which the swim academy organizes. 
This year, $16,000 was raised. Each school in the district 
will receive $1000.

In addition, a competition is held to see which school 
signs up the most participants. Cash awards are given to the 
top three. This year's winner was Jackson Avenue, which 
received $500; Marylin Avenue was second, $250; and 
Rancho, 3rd, $100.

Knights of Columbus Donates 
Funds to Marylin Avenue School
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Hope for the Future
In our coverage of the news, we have found 

many things that are right, even amazing, about 
the next generation.

One example involves three Granada High 
School students who are working to make a 
difference in the lives of people around the world 
who are facing hardships. The three comprise the 
International Leadership team that is part of the 
group, “Granada Kids For Change.” 

The three students are working with the 
international charity organization Free The 
Children, whose primary goals are to free children 
from poverty and exploitation while simultaneously 
freeing young people from the idea that they are 
powerless to bring about positive change. 

The Granada students are hoping to raise $5000 
by June, which will enable Free The Children to 
provide water for a village in Africa.

To find out for themselves the impact of not 
having water, the students went on a12-hour fluid 
fast. They found it a difficult task, observing, "I 
did not know how hard it would be . . . You finally 
get water and it is just the best thing."

Granada High School teacher Sommer Newkirk, 
who works with the leadership kids, noted, "My 
hope is that the students will take all the skills 
that they have learned, and inspire others to do the 
same, to seek change and progress for the world 
they live in.

"These kids amaze me. They give me hope for 
the future," she stated.

We urge residents to reinforce the efforts of the 
students, by donating towards the cause. 

To learn how to help, visit www.facebook/
ghsinternational. 

The Dublin City council 
unanimously approved the 
site plan for the new Alam-
eda County Hall of Justice, 
which will be located on 
Gleason Drive at Hacienda 
Drive.

Estimated to cost $110 
million for construction, 
and $140 million overall, 
the contracts are expected to 
be let in June. Completion is 
slated for June 2016.

The building will contain 
13 courtrooms and ancil-
lary offices for court sup-
port staff, such as public 
defenders and prosecutors. 
The courts portion of the 
building will consist of five 
stories, with four of them 
above grade. The office por-
tion will be two stories, with 
one above grade. There will 
be parking for 818 cars. The 
entire site covers 20 acres.

The facility will replace 
the current Hall of Justice 
in Hacienda Park in Pleas-
anton, which contains six 
courtrooms.

The move from Pleasan-
ton to Dublin will bring the 
courts closer to Santa Rita 
Jail. The architectural plan 
includes a secure debarka-
tion place for transferring 
prisoners to the courts.

A county spokesperson 
said that the courts need to 
expand in East County to 
keep up with the population 
growth. The intention is also 
to provide more court ser-
vices in the Valley, instead 
of requiring people to go to 
Hayward.

It's possible that family 
law court will branch out 
from Hayward to Dublin. 
The new court will also 
handle traffic cases.

The county made its first 
try at starting a Dublin court 
in 2004, when representa-
tives first appeared before 
the city council. However, 
financing issues came up, 
and delayed the proposal 
until 2009. There were also 
problems then with money. 
Now, $50 million in revenue 
will be coming from passage 
of State Senate Bill 1407. 

Dublin councilmembers 
said they were glad the proj-
ect is moving ahead. It will 
next go to the Board of Su-
pervisors for approval.

The Livermore City 
Council approved the sec-
ond reading of a new urban 
camping ordinance.

In essence, what the or-
dinance does is clarify that 
overnight camping on public 
properties and private prop-
erty where there is public 
access is unlawful without 
possession of a permit au-
thorizing use of the facility. 
The ordinance is the result 
of recent activities on public 
property, particularly in ar-
royos and rights of way, that 
have raised concerns regard-
ing public health, safety and 
security. Violations could 
lead to fines or jail.

A series of speakers con-
tinued to question why the 
ordinance was necessary 
now. They would have pre-
ferred that a summit on the 
homeless be held first to 
try to find solutions to the 
problem. They asked that 
the council table the ordi-
nance until after the summit 
is held. 

The council declined to 
table the issue. However, 
it did soften the potential 
impacts of the ordinance by 
including a provision that 
no citations would be is-
sued until after a summit is 
held to discuss remedies for 
homelessness. 

In addition, staff was 
directed to bring back im-
plementation plans for the 
ordinance, as well as a report 
on when and where a summit 
could take place.

The vote for the ordi-
nance was again 4 to 1, with 
Laureen Turner opposed. 

Any violation of the ordi-
nance would be considered 
an infraction punishable by 
a fine not to exceed $100 for 
a first offense, and, for a sec-
ond or subsequent offense, a 
misdemeanor punishable by 
a fine not to exceed $300 or 
imprisonment in the county 
jail for a period not to exceed 
30 days, or by both fine and 
imprisonment. 

It was the use of fines and 
possible jail time to force 
compliance with the ordi-
nance that drew criticism 
from speakers at Monday's 
council meeting. 

Turner also pointed out 
that although staff said that 
the goal is to obtain compli-

Homeless Summit to Move Ahead
ance through compassionate 
means, it doesn't say that 
anywhere in the ordinance.

She wanted the ordinance 
to make clear how it would 
be implemented.

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts told the council that a 
citation would be the action 
of last resort. "We will re-
spond to complaints. We will 
not hunt people down. We 
will contact those camping 
illegally to let them know 
there is a problem and what 
services are available."

He said that first a notice 
to comply would be posted. 
If that happens there would 
be no citation. He pointed 
out that only 5 percent of 
2600 cases of neighborhood 
preservation ordinances last 
year in Livermore received 
citations. "They are usually 
issued to those who willfully 
and continually refuse to 
comply."

Roberts also noted that 
Livermore is the only city in 
the Tri-Valley that does not 
have an ordinance prohibit-
ing camping. In addition 
to Pleasanton, Dublin, San 
Ramon and Danville, the 
Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District also pro-
hibits camping. Each of the 
entities issues fines of $100, 
$200 and up to $1000 for 
violations. Livermore's fine 
is $100 until there are three 
violations. It then becomes 
a misdemeanor with a $300 
penalty.

Roberts pointed out that 
Livermore is the only city 
that provides beds for the 
homeless. He listed 146 cold 
weather beds, thirty are at a 
church when the tempera-
ture drops or it rains.

However, speakers later 
pointed out that there are 
only 16 beds available year 
round. Tri-Valley Haven and 
Shepherd's Gate gear their 
facilities towards victims of 
domestic violence. There are 
no beds for single men, with 
the exception of the refuge 
offered by local churches 
during cold weather.

Roberts said that the or-
dinance is not meant to be 
the entire answer. "However, 
Livermore has a long his-
tory of working to provide 
resources."

Turner asked that Rob-

ert's description of how 
the ordinance would be 
implemented be codified. 
Staff will return with draft 
wording at the next council 
meeting, and the final word-
ing two weeks later.

Speakers continued to 
ask for solutions, rather 
than fines.

Sally Bystroff said she 
felt that together, residents 
could think of some good 
ways to handle the problem. 
"I don't see it going away."

Ken Bradley pointed out 
that homelessness has been 
a problem for years. The or-
dinance says nothing about 
getting people out of the 
homeless role.

Jackie Poulsen said there 
are no alternatives provided 
for the homeless in the or-
dinance. "They will just 
move from one illegal place 
to another. Let the commu-
nity participate in finding a 
solution."

Kathy Wolften would like 
to see a one-stop shop where 
the homeless could go to 
obtain food, housing, mental 
health therapy, access to jobs 
and showers. Pleasanton and 
Dublin should be part of the 
funding.

Sean Solo described him-
self as a homeless man as the 
result of a difficult divorce. 
He asked that the ordinance 
be tabled. "It's illegal, im-
moral and offensive. It does 
nothing to address the issue 
of homelessness."

Laura Ashworth, a social 
worker for a nonprofit and 
a local property owner, said 
she had concerns on both 
sides of the issue. She under-
stands the health and safety 
problems. "The ordinance 
is not the way to solve it." 
She wondered how people 
could comply when there 
are no solutions provided. 
As a social worker, she said 
she is able to refer people to 
a variety of services. "Hous-
ing is the number one thing 
that I cannot give people. It 
is not there."

On the other side of the 
issue, Terry McCune said he 
agreed with much of what 
people had said. "I hope you 
are serious about a homeless 
summit. It really is a regional 
problem. It's cheaper to give 
them a home, rather than jail 

them. However, that requires 
landlords who are willing to 
lower rents below market 
price. I am on the frontline 
of what is going on." He 
asked how many people in 
the audience had seen what 
is happening or helped to 
pick up the litter along the 
arroyo. "It's tough to see the 
beautiful area destroyed."

Mayor John Marchand 
said he will definitely hold 
a summit on homelessness. 
He pointed out that the VA 
is closing its hospital in 
Livermore. "I've suggested 
turning it into transitional 
housing for returning vet-
erans or to a PTSD (post 
traumatic stress disorder) 
treatment center. We have a 
growing problem. The city 
is receiving more and more 
complaints. People are not 
just camping in the arroyo, 
they are in other areas as 
well." He suggested delay-
ing citations until after a 
summit could be held.

Councilmember Bob Wo-
erner said the ordinance is 
needed as a tool. It is not 
the solution. He added, "I 
am truly moved by this. The 
council needs to become 
more involved." He said he 
would be willing to serve on 
a subcommittee to take part 
in finding solutions.

He and Turner will com-
prise the council subcom-
mittee.

Woerner said it is impor-
tant to obtain data to be able 
to understand the problem in 
order to come up with pro-
posals on how to deal with 
homelessness.

Councilmember Doug 
Horner said he would like 
to participate in the summit. 
He supported adopting the 
ordinance and coming back 
with implementation proce-
dures for council discussion.

Councilmember Stewart 
Gary said currently there is 
no legal remedy that allows 
the city to break up camps. 
The ordinance is an impor-
tant tool to use in dealing  
with the worst offenders.

He supported the sum-
mit. "I hope we can direct 
resources and funding to this 
problem. Nonprofits have 
been left too long to fend for 
themselves."

Dublin Approves 
New Court's 
Building Plans

Councilmember Abe 
Gupta, who is an attorney, 
asked whether the new facil-
ity will have self-help legal 
facilities and a law library.

A county spokesperson 
said that there are plans for 
a self-help place, but not for 
a law library. The county's 
only law library would re-
main in Oakland.

The council also passed 
a tree ordinance that sets 

(See COURT, page 8)
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Response to Editorial
Livermore Mayor
John Marchand

The ordinance enables 
the City to act on a problem 
that everyone will agree is 
intolerable and is growing.    
Camping in the public right 
of way and in the arroyos is 
dangerous with the risks of 
flooding and fire, and the use 
of those areas as dumping 
sites for trash and human 
waste is a threat to public 
health and safety.   It also 
limits access by others to 
enjoy the community assets.  
Everyone acknowledges that 
there is a problem; however, 
no one is offering solutions.     
This ordinance will grant the 
City the authority to abate 
the most egregious violators.   

LARPD currently has 
a prohibition on camping 
in their parks specifying 
more onerous penalties, but 
curiously, the LARPD pro-
hibition has not generated 
the same controversy as the 
City ordinance.  Arguably, 

it would be safer to camp 
in a park than the arroyos 
since there would not be the 
danger of fire, steep slopes 
or flooding.  Furthermore, 
parks typically already have 
restroom facilities.   

The key to the ordinance 
will be in the implementa-
tion.   The implementation 
will include officers and 
staff directing people to 
resources, social services, 
housing programs and medi-
cal services.   It is a fact 
that, through our remark-
able faith-based community, 
Livermore continues to be 
the only city in the Tri-Val-
ley that provides services 
to the homeless.  We are 
not seeking to fine people.  
Our top priority continues 
to be public health, safety 
and to provide access to the 
appropriate programs and 
services. 

Enforcement of the or-
dinance will be complaint-
driven meaning that it will 
be enforced only in the worst 
cases.  Unlike the LARPD 
ordinance, the City’s imple-
mentation plan includes a 
grace period.  Signs will be 
posted giving 24 to 72 hours 
to remove the camp.  If the 
site is cleared, no citation 
will be issued.  Even if the 
camp is cleared, the personal 
property can be recovered 
by the owner without pen-
alty.   I have committed 
to convene a Summit on 
Homelessness to bring re-
gional and national service 
providers together.   As part 
of the implementation plan, 
no citations will be issued 
until after the Summit and 
when more information and 
resources can be identified.

This ordinance is needed 
to give the City the authority 
to remove the camps if the 
occupants refuse to move.  If 
no one complains, there will 
be no need for enforcement.  
The ordinance doesn’t target 
the homeless.  Instead, it tar-
gets bad behavior.  Our pub-
lic areas should be treated 

with respect and not used as 
latrines or dumping grounds.  
Our community deserves 
nothing less.

Reform Government
David Williams
Livermore

Within one year we 
Americans can improve 
both the fairness and pro-
ductivity of our often sadly 
dysfunctional federal and 
state governments. The polls 
indicate that the time for 
reform has come. The plan 
is strictly nonpartisan.

In the upcoming primary, 
not general elections, reform 
Democrats and reform Re-
publicans would challenge 
the gerrymandered district 
safe seats held by incumbent 
congressional representa-
tives and state legislators. 
Candidate filing is still open 
in most states.

Over 400 of the 435 
House of Representative 
districts are gerrymandered 
either Democrat or Repub-
lican for noncompetitive, 
rigged general elections. The 
great majority of state leg-
islative districts nationwide 
are also gerrymandered. 
Both the Republicans and 
Democrats are guilty as sin. 
Gerrymandering is defined 
as . . . "to divide (a territo-
rial unit = state) into election 
districts to give one party an 
electoral majority in a large 
number of districts while 
concentrating the voting 
strength of the opposition 
in as few districts as pos-
sible." Check out your oddly 
shaped House and Legisla-
tive districts and their voter 
political part registration 
numbers.

Our great American sys-
tem of government checks 
and balances involving the 
legislative, executive and 
judicial branches and the 
federal and state govern-
ment is undermined by safe 
seats. The most important 
check and balance is free 
elections. Most citizens are 

ignorant of gerrymandering. 
Our democracy is forever a 
work in progress. We're not 
done yet.

The gerrymandered safe 
seats facilitate the key sworn 
duties being neglected with a 
three day work week, if that. 
As we all know, it takes time 
to do a good job and we are 
not getting a good job. The 
workplaces are Washington, 
DC, and the state capitals 
where the US reps and leg-
islators should reside. With 
three weeks of vacation, 
nine holidays and two weeks 
of traveling around their 
districts, at least 1880 hours 
yearly should be devoted 
solely to their sworn duties 
of government and to total 
exclusion of all fund-raising, 
public chasing, partisan poli-
tics, bickering, unnecessary 
travel, endless campaigning, 
etc., etc. District service 
can now be met by weekly 
on-line news conferences 
with district journalists and 
by weekly on-line meetings 
with constituents. Also, all 
have large staffs assigned to 
serving constituents.

The incumbents are vul-
nerable, because their part-
time work can be docu-
mented. In addition, the safe 
seat holders can get away 
with taking money from 
people who cannot even 
vote for them, mostly in 
large amounts. Given their 
safe seats, coupled with an 
increasing lack of profes-
sional investigative journal-
ism, they can get away with 
given their fat cat special 
interest contributors loop-
holes, subsidies, grants and 
other favors at our expense. 
When I ran for Congress in 
1986, I was told to take the 
money and then vote my 
conscience. It doesn't work 
that way. This vulnerability 
too can be documented.

Billions of our hard 
earned tax dollars are wasted 
by our governments as a 
result of the neglected duties 
and favoritism. In 1980-81, I 

served as a project engineer 
and safety officer on a DOD 
project. My team was thank-
ful that we had more money 
than the Soviets, because the 
government sure knows how 
to waste it.

At Gettysburg in 1863, 
our great President Lin-
coln pledged . . . "that the 
government of the people, 
by the people, and for the 
people shall not perish from 
the earth." Today he may 
be rolling over in his grave 
due to our increasing drift to 
government of the lobbyists, 
by the lobbyists and for the 
lobbyists. In 1838 he warned 
that we could destroy our-
selves.

Could a few of the re-
formers if elected go bad? 
If so, they would get kicked 
out in two years. Some of the 
incumbents would at least 
partially clean up their acts.

Most of our good gov-
ernment groups lean either 
Democrat or Republican. 
Unfortunately, this is also 
true with an increasing num-
ber of subprofessional jour-
nalists. In the past, journal-
ists have been key in helping 
our nation become better. 
We are all Americans first.

The  eventua l  goa ls 
should include competitive 
plus or minus 3% districts 
being maximized in every 
state with publicly funded 
mandatory debates, websites 
and mailings along with lim-
ited campaign durations and 
contributions per constituent 
voter.

I hope you choose to help 
reform your governments. 
You are free to reprint, cir-
culate, quote, critique, ques-
tion, etc. this plan at no fee.

Flawed Decision
Donald King
Livermore

I minored in psychology 
at San Jose State (class of 
1949). One day the professor 
lectured on human sexuality. 
I will always remember his 

(More MAILBOX, page 10)
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP
Workshop #2 Focus: Recreation Facilities
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 

is conducting a comprehensive update of its 
Parks, Recreation and Trails Master Plan.

The public is invited to provide feedback on 
recreation facilities operated by LARPD, 

as well as share their vision for future 
facilities and programs improvements.

Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2014 • 6:30 P.M.
Robert Livermore Community Center

4444 East Avenue, Livermore, CA  94550

For more information, call (925) 373-5725.

POOL SERVICE

 

•  Weekly Pool Maintenance
•  Filter Cleaning
•  Equipment Installation & Repair
•  Pool Inspections

Residential & Commerical

(925) 577-7111

SPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOLSPARKLE POOL

L ivermore Valley Senior Living is a brand new 20-bed 
state licensed Residential Care Facility for the Elderly in 
Livermore, CA. Along with our talented sta�  of Med Techs 

& CNAs, Livermore Valley Senior Living also has full-time Nurses 
on sta�  to reinforce our philosophy of always providing the 
highest quality of care for every resident. � e Nursing sta�  is an 
essential component to how we service the needs of residents with 
a higher acuity of care (i.e. Alzheimer’s disease and Dementia, 
Parkinson’s disease, Diabetes, etc.). We also have a physician from 
the ValleyCare Medical Foundation that works closely with our 
residents and their families.

We are a 20-bed assisted living community that provides:
• 24 hour care
• Nurses on sta�  full-time
• Socialization and companionship
• Nourishment of the emotional and physical  well-being 
 of our residents
•  Assistance with activities of daily living including   
 bathing, dressing, grooming, toileting, and medication   
 management
•   Well-balanced, nutritious, delicious meals and snacks
•   Full calendar of educational, social, and cultural events
•   Life enrichment programs
•   Scenic gardens
•   All the comforts of home

Our personalized care program enables our caregivers to better 
communicate with our residents and their families. Our program 
� rst identi� es individual needs, establishes goals for each of these 
areas and then together we � nd the best solution.

www.LVSL.net
We invite you to come for a tour today!

(925) 447-LIVE (5483)

3356 East Avenue, Livermore, CA 94550
License #019200452

Livermore Valley Senior Living
“ A Home Away From Home”

3356 East Avenue, Livermore, CA 94550

According to an eco-
nomic impact analysis, the 
proposed land use mix in 
Pleasanton's general plan 
and housing element sup-
ports efforts to sustain and 
enhance service levels to the 
community through build-
out.

Buildout is projected to 
be 2035.

Economic and Planning 
Systems (EPS) was hired 
by the city to conduct the 
analysis. One of the goals of 
the study was to ensure that 
new growth did not have an 
adverse effect on the gen-
eral plan and that the high 
quality of life in Pleasanton 
continued.

The East Side of Pleasan-
ton, currently under study by 
a Task Force ,was excluded 
from the analysis. 

James Musbach, manag-
ing partner of EPS, noted 
that existing development 
will continue to account for 
the bulk of general costs and 
revenues. 

The following are the key 
fi ndings in the study:

Pleasanton’s popula-
tion is expected to grow by 
roughly 24 percent through 
buildout, suggesting that 
existing development will 
continue to account for the 
majority of general fund 
costs and revenues ( 76 per-
cent). Residential uses are 
estimated to grow by 15-20 
percent, while commercial 
space is expected to increase 
by 35- 40 percent.

The analysis estimates 
that new growth will result 
in additional annual revenue 
of $15.1 million and will 
exceed additional annual ex-
penditures of $11.1 million. 
Property tax will comprise 
the largest revenue source. 
Public safety and parks will 
result in the most signifi-

plus bikeways and side-
walks."

The resubmitted version 
removes the last sentence.

In addition, the chapter 
referring to land use and 
circulation has been deleted, 
because it relates to the Dub-
lin Boulevard extension.

Bewley said the decision 
not to dictate the size or 
scope of the road was made 
after learning that plans 
for the extension were fur-
ther along than anticipated. 
There has been $12 million 
earmarked for the extension.

In addition, there is an 
agreement with both Liver-
more and Pleasanton that the 
road will be extended.

One issue that will have 
to be worked out is the con-
nection of six lane Dublin 
Boulevard to a four lane 
North Canyons Parkway. 

In addition, there will be 
a discussion concerning the 
commercially zoned area 
along the road within the 
city limits. "An open process 
is defi nitely needed. Traffi c 
is one of the main issues. A 
lot of it will result from the 
zoned areas," according to 
Bewley.

The Dublin Open Space 
Initiative follows the model 
of that established in Liver-
more and Alameda County. 

Of particular interest is 
Doolan Canyon. Bewley 

INITIATIVE
(continued from page one)

described it as the last re-
maining open space between 
Livermore and Dublin. Any 
development in the area 
should be seriously con-
sidered. An urban limit line 
allows for that to happen. 
Rather than three people on 
a council making the deci-
sion, voters would decide the 
merits of any development, 
said Bewley.

Dublin is the only city 
in the area that does not 
have an urban limit line. 
Alameda County, the City 
of Livermore and the City of 
Pleasanton have established 
urban growth boundaries 
that require a vote of the 
people to allow the bound-
ary to be moved. Setting an 
urban limit line in Dublin 
equalizes the situation. 

The Alameda County 
East County Area Plan, as 
amended by Measure D 
in 2000, now controls de-
velopment in Doolan Can-
yon. It imposes a 100-acre 
minimum parcel size, bars 
most nonagricultural uses, 
and applies strict limits to 
the mass and visibility of 
development. The County 
Plan would no longer safe-
guard areas, however, if they 
were annexed to Dublin. The 
new initiative is designed to 
cover that contingency. 

Both Dublin and Liver-
more have applied to the 

Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO) to be 
given authority over Doolan 
Canyon. LAFCO is a state 
mandated local agency that 
oversees boundary changes 
to cities and special districts, 
the formation of new agen-
cies including incorpora-
tion of new cities, and the 
consolidation of existing 
agencies. The broad goals 
of the agency are to ensure 
the orderly formation of 
local government agencies, 
to preserve agricultural and 
open space lands, and to dis-
courage urban sprawl.

Dublin has been work-
ing with a developer on a 
proposal to build a senior 
housing project of up to 
1900 units in Doolan Can-
yon. Livermore views the 
area as an open space buf-
fer between the two cities. 
LAFCO has told Livermore 
and Dublin to work out an 
agreement.

The proposed develop-
ment is under study. With 
an urban growth limit in 
place, when the proposal 
becomes a project, people 
could weigh in on it.

Residents interested in 
working to gather signatures 
for the initiative can email 
Bewley at davidbewley@
comcast.net. For additional 
information, visit the web-
site http://morganking.com/
save_doolan_canyon.htm

 

cant expenditures from new 
growth.

For-sale single family 
housing units provide fis-
cal advantages for the City, 
while multifamily rental 
housing will likely result in 
fi scal shortfalls. However, 
these potentially negative 
impacts could be mitigated 
if new apartments provide 
housing opportunities that 
allow existing empty nest-
ers, with higher incomes, 
to remain in Pleasanton as 
they age and downsize. This 
is especially true if they sell 
their existing single-family 
homes, according to the 
report.

A number of fi scal miti-
gation measures could en-
hance the City’s long-term 
fi scal outlook and remedy 
fi scal impacts of higher den-
sity residential uses. Loca-
tion is a very important fac-
tor affecting fi scal impacts. 
Infill development, both 
residential and commercial, 
typically provides more ad-
vantageous fi scal outcomes 
due to lower public service 
costs relative to outlying 
areas. As a result, locations 
in compact development set-
tings, such as downtown or 
close to the BART stations, 
may reduce potential fi scal 
shortfalls from higher den-
sity residential uses.

Commercial uses result 
in positive fiscal impacts 
on the city’s general fund. 
Retail uses generate the 
highest fi scal benefi ts due to 
generating both sales tax and 
property tax revenues. 

The City’s projected de-
velopment growth suggests 
that new local serving retail 
would shift a portion of sales 
from existing retail space. 
The analysis assumes that 
Pleasanton continues cap-
turing growth in regional 

sales through the addition 
of new regional retail de-
velopment. However, local-
serving retail is assumed to 
be supported primarily by 
household spending. Growth 
in this area of retail sales 
will be highly dependent 
on the growth in household 
incomes through the devel-
opment of new housing. 
Without this new housing 
development, newly devel-
oped local-serving retail will 
shift a portion of sales from 
existing local-retail sales 
and not result in an overall 
growth in retail sales.

New growth should be 
evaluated holistically with 
fiscal considerations bal-
anced against other policy 
objectives. Long-term pol-
icy decisions should con-
sider balancing fi scal issues 
against the City’s other ob-
jectives, such as economic 
development, provision of 
adequate affordable housing 
for the local workforce, and 
maintaining a high quality 
of life.

The highest growth is 
expected to be in retirement 
residential and research 
and development uses. Pro-
posed new growth would 
add 12,000 new residents 
and 21,700 new jobs.

EASTSIDE STUDY
Councilmember Karla 

Brown suggested that the 
planning for development on 
the eastside and a proposed 
economic feasibility analy-
sis of the various eastside 
development options be put 
on hold. She did not want to 
approve hiring a consultant 
to conduct the economic 
analysis of eastside develop-
ment, as proposed by staff.

Brown argued that the 
reason for the eastside plan-
ning was to provide an op-
tion for the city to meet its 

Regional Housing Needs Al-
location (RHNA) numbers. 

ABAG assigns each city 
and county in the Bay Area 
housing numbers. Zoning 
must be provided to ac-
commodate the numbers. 
However, the housing does 
not have to be built.

Brown said that it appears 
that the recent rezonings 
Pleasanton approved satisfy 
the RHNA numbers through 
2022. With that in mind, she 
suggested that there was no 
need to proceed with the 
planning process.

City Manager Nelson 
Fialho agreed that the city 
has learned that its recent ac-
tions will be credited against 
the numbers through 2022. 
There may be no need to 
rezone land. He said that 
for now, he believes the city 
should proceed with the 
eastside study in order to 
complete the process.

Director of Development 
Brian Dolan added that the 
process is at an awkward 
place. The EIR, draft plan 
and economic study are un-
derway. "If we don't move 
forward, we will lose the 
momentum and the docu-
ments will be incomplete."

Brown said that if the 
housing weren't needed until 
2022, the documents would 
provide out of date infor-
mation. Traffic, costs and 
expenses could be different. 
The work will have been a 
waste of time.

Councilmember Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio noted that the 
original impetus for the 
eastside study was not about 
meeting RHNA numbers; it 
was about good planning, so 
projects weren't approved 
piecemeal in the area. She 
said she didn't anticipate 
there would be mass build-
ing immediately. She viewed 
the process as providing a 
plan, not development.

It was noted that the 
Vineyard Specifi c Plan ap-
proved in 1998 is not yet 
built out.

The vote was 4 to 1 to 
proceed with planning the 
eastside and to hire a con-
sultant to conduct the fi scal 
analysis.

Economic Analysis Finds Pleasanton General 
Plan and Housing Element Sustainable communication made that 

deadline unrealistic. Retir-
ees were supposed to have 
received initial notifica-
tion in November and then 
have 120 days to submit 
their records, according to a 
spokesperson. 

“Once again the Lab has 
badly fumbled an opportu-
nity to improve communi-
cations with retirees,” said 
Retirees Association chair 
Carole Hilton.

“The use of ‘employee’ 
instead of ‘retiree’ in the let-
ter will cause many retirees 
to assume the request doesn't 
apply to them. Timing re-
ceipt of the letters near a 
weekend delays clarifi cation 
and increases stress for our 
retirees.” 

Based on complaints 
about lack of advance notice 
and about unclear instruc-
tions, the Laboratory is pre-
pared to extend the deadline 
for returning documents by 
an additional 30 days, the 
spokesperson said.

By chance, the Livermore 
Laboratory Retirees As-
sociation held its monthly 
meeting on Tuesday. Some 
110 attendees were asked 
how many were fi rst alerted 
to the verifi cation program 

in November. The answer: 
None.

The meeting’s speakers 
were from the President’s 
Offi ce of the University of 
California, which carried out 
its own health care verifi ca-
tion program last year with 
an extensive communica-
tions effort. Preparing for 
its verifi cation program, it 
put out repeated messages 
in an effort to reach all its 
campuses including retiree 
populations. 

LLNL and Los Alamos 
retirees were not included in 
that campaign because they 
have not received health care 
from the University since 
the beginning of 2008. That 
was when management of 
the Laboratory became the 
responsibility of a for-profi t 
consortium.

There has been a clear 
decline in communication 
efforts since then, accord-
ing to Hilton, the Retirees 
Association chair. “We had 
good communication with 
the Lab during the fi rst year 
of their (2008) contract, but 
now they seem to believe 
that subcontracting adminis-
tration of retiree health care 
absolves them of all respon-
sibility to communicate with 
retirees,” she said.

RETIREES
(continued from page one)
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By Carol Graham
Fifty years after he be-

gan attending Joe Michell 
Elementary School in 
Livermore, Ron Freeman 
still goes there. 

Granted, there have 
been a couple of changes 
over the years:  he no lon-
ger helps the cafeteria staff 
by laying out hamburger 
patties for lunch, and he 
is now known as Dr. Ron 
Freeman, DDS. 

"Each year, a group of 
local dentists led by Dr. 
Freeman provides free 
dental screenings to our 
students at their schools," 
said School Nurse Shelley 
Casey.  "Dr. Freeman gives 
so much of his time and 
services to our community, 
we thought it would be 
nice to acknowledge him 
publicly."

On January 31st, as Dr. 
Freeman arrived at his old 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen
At left, Dr. Ron Freeman conducts a dental exam. In the photo on the right, he receives 
recognition for his efforts. He is shaking hands with Joe Michell Principal Laura 
Lembo, while Trustee Anne White and Scott Vernoy look on.

Former Student Recognized for His Volunteer Efforts Today
school to screen around 
participating 80 students, 
he was met by Livermore 
School Board Trustee Anne 
White, Director of Student 
Services Scott Vernoy, and 
Principal Laura Lembo.  

"Because you continue 
to give over and above the 
call of duty and dedicate 
your time to help support 
our students, we wanted to 
make sure you knew how 
much we appreciate what 
you do," said Lembo.  "I 
heard that this year is a 
special anniversary - 50 
years since you were a 
kindergarten student at Joe 
Michell.  So we have a cer-
tifi cate of appreciation and 
a medal to recognize you 
for your dedication."

Dr. Freeman was clearly 
touched by the surprise 
acknowledgement, saying 
later, "I still have goose 
bumps.  This honor that I 

was able to see, hear and 
feel gave me humility.  My 
parents did all that they 
could to make ends meet 
then, and sacrifi ced not 
only to support me but also 
my two brothers.  Without 
my parents' support I may 
not have been able to be 
honored in such a great 
way."

Freeman leads a group 
of about 14 dentists who 
provide dental services for 
kindergartners through fi fth 
graders in fi ve Livermore 
schools: Joe Michell, Junc-
tion Avenue, Marylin Av-
enue, Jackson Avenue and 
Arroyo Seco, according to 
School Nurse Catherine 
Arthur.  

"He is one of our most 
willing and consistent den-
tists.  He has never said 'no' 
to the district nurses," add-
ed Arthur.  "He is always 
willing to see a student in 

need - whether that be from 
pain or cosmetically, like a 
chipped tooth."

During on-site dental 
screenings arranged by 
school nurses for students 
whose parents have re-
turned permission slips, Dr. 
Freeman does a brief visual 
inspection to determine 
oral hygiene status (good, 
fair, needs improvement); 
dental status (continue with 
regular checkups, in need 
of dental care within one 
month, severe dental prob-
lems needing care as soon 
as possible, and emergency 
dental treatment needed).    

While conducting 
screenings, has he been bit-
ten by a student?  "A  few 
times, never bad," he said.  
"Adults are sometimes no 
better."

To ensure privacy while 
students wait in line for 
their turn, Freeman relates 
his fi ndings numerically to 
an assistant.  Results are 
later sent home to parents, 
with the school nurses 
available as-needed to help 
connect families with com-
munity resources.  

"As a representative 
of the community, I want 
Dr. Freeman to know we 
appreciate his efforts," said 
White.  "Healthy stu-
dents are more successful 
students, and this includes 
dental health.  Attention to 
good health begins early in 
life, not just when prob-
lems develop."

Since 1984, Freeman 
has based his dental prac-
tice in Livermore, stating 
that he and his team are 

committed to offering the 
best dental care possible, in 
a compassionate, relaxed 
atmosphere, and using the 
most advanced technol-
ogy.   His offi ce is located 
at 203 South S Street, near 
Hanson Park.  

"This is the greatest 
community to be raised 
in," said Freeman.  "For 
fi fty years, I've enjoyed the 
opportunities offered here.  
I've gotten an education, 
found a wife and life-long 
partner, raised four kids, 
and now have grand-
children being raised in 
Livermore.  

"I've been blessed by all 
that my parents were able 
to do to support me, but 
I'm also blessed that my 
parents chose Livermore as 
a place to raise me."

 

activities.
The task force will con-

tinue to refi ne the guidelines. 
They guidelines will come 
back to the board for more 
discussion before adoption.

Most of the comments fo-
cused on the time each grade 
should spend on reading and 
homework. 

One recommendation 
was to minimize homework 
assignments on weekend, 
and during school holidays 
and vacations. Schools 
should support  school 
sponsored activities during 
the week by not assigning 
homework, so that students 
can attend the activities.

The task force suggested 
homework was appropriate 
Monday through Thursday. 
The proposal was for 10 
minutes of homework and 
15 minutes of reading for 
transitional kindergarten 
(TK) to fi rst grade; 20 min-
utes each of reading and 
homework for grades 2 to 
3; 40 minutes of homework 
and 30 minutes of read-
ing for grades 4 to 5; and 
60 minutes of homework 
and 30 minutes of reading 
for grades 6 to 8. For high 
school students, the recom-
mendation was 90 to 120 
minutes of homework, since 
many high school assign-
ments integrate reading into 
the homework.

Other recommendations 
by the task force included 
the following:

• Communicate district 
homework policy to all 
stakeholders to ensure that 
all participates understand, 
support and implement the 
policy.

• Create study hall/aca-
demic opportunities to sup-
port students' work on as-
signments or projects.

• Assign homework that 
is carefully planned and 
meaningful to students. 
Teachers should collaborate 
to schedule projects, tests 
and major assignments in a 
way that allows students to 
manage their schedules i.e. 
create an electronic bulletin 
board for teachers to post 
projects, tests and major as-
signments.

• Provide information 
at each site to help parents 
understand what is needed 
and required. Support par-
ent sign-off on incomplete 
homework once a produc-
tive work time has been met 
- without negative impact to 
the student.

Trustee Anne White stat-
ed that she was delighted 
with the suggestion that a 
student be allowed a "pass" 

on homework he or she 
didn't get. "Currently, if 
homework is incorrect it's 
as if they didn't do it. Home-
work should be used to 
determine whether a student 
understands the lesson," she 
stated.

Trustee Bill Dunlop had 
an issue with assigning spe-
cific times. He noted that 
students don't all learn or 
work at the same speed. 
"The goal is to make sure 
students learn." 

He also expressed con-
cern that students who feel 
they need extra college cred-
it classes in order to qualify 
for a college of choice, won't 
be able to take on the ex-
tra work load required if 
there are limits to homework 
times and assignments. He 
suggested that parents sign 
off on the fact that they know 
the advanced placement 
honors classes will result in 
extra work. 

The two student members 
of the board agreed that they 
should be able to choose 
whether or not they want the 
extra work. Hailey Schultz 
from Granada High School, 
stated, "I'm accountable for 
the homework I do. In the 
competitive environment to 
get into a top school, there 
is a lot of stress because 
we take as many courses 
as possible to improve our 
chances. In addition, we 
participate in extracurricular 
activities to show we are 
well rounded."

Livermore High rep-
resentative Sarah Dreher 
agreed. "When it comes to 
AP honors classes, it is es-
sential to have homework 
on weekends and during 
breaks." 

Board President Kate 
Runyon suggested that a 
separate policy should be 
provided for college credit 
classes.

Runyon liked the idea 
of a common calendar to 
avoid such conflicts as a 
major science and major 
English assignment due at 
the same time. Christensen 
Middle School has already 
implemented the idea.

At the high school level, 
she said that students take 
as many AP honors classes 
as they can in order to be 
admitted to a favored col-
lege. She estimated that one 
hour in class would mean 
an additional two hours of 
homework. If a student were 
to take 5 hours of classes, 
that would include ten hours 
of homework. Runyon said 
that she had limited the num-
ber of classes her daughter 
could take. When a student 

signs up for a course, he or 
she needs to know what is 
expected. 
DIGITAL TASK FORCE

A second task force has 
been looking into a digital 
citizenship policy, including 
cyber-bullying.

 Vernoy said that the task 
force found that good online 
behavior and citizenship 
are directly related to good 
behavior in general.

Among the recommenda-
tions were the following:

• Increase outreach and 
education. Provide resource 
flyers with targeted mes-
sages. 

• Augment existing char-
acter education and digital 
citizenship curriculums. 
Provide ongoing staff train-
ing and professional de-
velopment to implement 
programs across the district.

• Create a web page to 
support all facets of digital 
citizenship.

• Standardize procedures 
for reporting and processing 
incidents of cyberbullying.

• Review and identify age 
appropriate public service 
announcements that can 
be created by the high and 
middle schools and offer 
live role-play to provide 
hands-on, student created 
learning opportunities for 
children to meet the district's 
digital citizenship and cyber-
bullying needs.

Dunlop liked the concept 
of using current curriculum 
such as Character Counts. 
He added that programs 
should start with very young 
students to let them know 
that they have to adhere to 
the same rules on-line as 
when they are at school.

The representative from 
Livermore High, Sarah 
Dreher, said the policy is 
something students want. A 
petition was circulated on 
campus asking for standards.

Hailey Schultz, from 
Granada, stated, "It is im-
portant that students be held 
accountable for what they 
say and do online."

Asked about whether the 
policy could apply to on-line 
behavior, Superintendent 
Kelly Bowers said, "In the 
past, rules could apply only 
to on campus behavior. The 
law has changed. Something 
that happens on-line can be 
now be incorporated into the 
district's policies."

Trustee Chuck Rogge 
suggested that programming 
classes work on ethics pro-
gramming. "The prevalence 
of hand-held anything is 
growing. Now is the time to 
create a character and ethics 
policy."

HOMEWORK
(continued from page one)
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Foothill High and Livermore High battled to a 3 to 3 tie in EBAL men's varsity soccer 
action last week.

8 year old, Mayalanni Erediano of Taylor’s Martial Arts 
competed at the California Karate Championships’ 
Bay Nationals tournament on Saturday, February 1, 
2014, in Vallejo, CA.  Erediano placed 1st in the 8-9 yr 
old girls intermediate Kajukenbo/Kempo kata and 1st 
in the 7-8 yr old girls intermediate sparring.  Erediano 
went on to win Grand Champion for the 7-8 yr old girls 
all ranks sparring.

Pictured from Taylor's Martial Arts are (back row)  Sifu 
Wade Taylor, Coach Vince Aying, Dre Carpo; (third row) 
Katrina Curbelo, Paul Curbelo, Hector Flores, Sydney 
Isaac, Ethan Chao, Marlena Aying, Joseph Ventura; 
(second row) Brooklyn Pehargou, Rachel Bryant, 
Mayalanni Erediano, Elizabeth Garcia, Alexis Aying, 
Caydence Johnson, Helena Macias, Gianna Rodriguez; 
(front row) Owen Wilson, Caitlyn Macias, Giovanni 
Rodriguez; not pictured  Jack Badger, Jackson Elders, 
Madeleine May, and Bella McCrogan.

Pictured are members of the Pleasanton Seahawks swim 
team members who competed at the Winter Sectional 
Championship Jan 16-22, 2014, in Southern California.  

Pictured are the U13 West Coast Warriors. The team 
moved into the Nor Cal State Cup fi nals with two wins 
over the weekend.

Pleasanton Seahawks
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim 

team members turned in great swims 
at the Winter Sectional Championship 
Jan 16-22, 2014, in Southern Califor-
nia.  This meet requires qualifying 
times in order to enter.  The team sent 
21 swimmers.

Women's top 8 finishers: Iris 
Brand– 100 free 3rd place, 50 free 5th 
place.   Erika Brown– 100 back 1st 
place, 200 back  2nd  place, 200 free 
6th place, 50 free 3rd place.  Moriah 
Simonds-  500 free 1st place, 1000 free 
1st place, 200 free 5th place.

Women's Relays: Women's 800 
Free Relay of Erika Brown, Moriah 
Simonds, Katie Woods, and Iris Brand 
1st place. 400 Free A Team Relay of 

Iris Brand, Erika Brown, Katie Woods, 
and Moriah Simonds 3rd place, B Team 
Relay of Samantha Howell, Anna 
Parker, Eva Chung, Kennedy Truex 8th 
place.  400 Medley Relay of Christina 
Chong, Eva Chung, Erika Brown,  and 
Iris Brand 5th place.

Men's top 8 finishers: Kevin 
McLaughlin - 400IM 8th place, 
Maxime Rooney – 100 free 2nd place, 
200 free 2nd place, 500 free 1st place, 
1650 free 2nd place, 400IM 5th place.  
Tony Shen – 200 free 6th place.  Nick 
Silverthorn – 100 breast 2nd place, 200 
breast 2nd place, 200 free 8th place.

Men's Relays: Men's 800 Free Re-
lay of Nick Silverthorn, Tony Shen, RJ 
Scott, and Maxime Rooney 1st place. 
400 Free Relay of Nick Silverthorn, 
RJ Scott, Tony Shen, and Maxime 
Rooney 3rd place.  400 Medley Relay 
of  Maxime Rooney, Nick Silverthorn, 
Kevin McLaughlin, and Tony Shen 
5th place.

West Coast Soccer
 This past weekend, February 8th 

and 9th, the top teams in the U12/13 
boys age  groups played  to punch a 
ticket to the Nor Cal State Cup fi nal in 
Modesto on February 16th at the new 
Mary Grogan Complex.  

A team comprised of players from 

throughout Northern California, the 
U13 West Coast Warriors started off 
the weekend in the quarterfi nals vs. 
Montclair Clippers a technical team 
from the Oakland Hills.  Three minutes 
into the game, Estevan Murillo found 
Julio Fuentes Jr. (A PDP goalkeeper) 
who dribbled past the keeper to put the 
Warriors up 1-0.  As the rain came down 
the ball was slick but the Warriors were 
able to collectively stifl e the Clippers 
attack and produce more chances for 
themselves.  

In the semi-fi nals,  the match of 
the weekend,  the Warriors battled 
Mustang Lazio who defeated the Red 
Star from Mountain View in the other 
quarterfi nal at the Mustang Soccer 
Complex.  Lazio started off the game 
moving the ball around but couldn't 
get through the organized defense led 
by Hunter McDaniels and Brandon 
Harmon. The game went back and 
forth, as Mustang ended with 6 corners 
and 9 goalkeeper saves;  West Coast  
7 corners and 3 goalkeeper saves by 
Northern California's state goalie 
Tanner Lanphear.  West Coast had 4 
solid chances coming from Fuentes, 
Matthew Kovac's and Christopher 
Barron who each beat the keeper and 
hit the pole. Miguel Angel's  shot 
sailed wide. Defensively, Cameron 
McWilliams, Nathan Negrette, and 
Carlos Terriques shut down Lazio. 
The game went in to penalty kicks 
where West Coast Warriors prevailed 
4-1. It is a great accomplishment for 
a team that just formed last April and 
was coached under the guidance or 
David Mahabali and Troy Dayak.  
West Coast will be having U12, U13, 
U14 tryouts are Sunday, February 
16th at Granada High School in 
Livermore. For information please 
contact Director of Coaching Troy 
Dayak at doc@westcoastsoccerclub.
com and visit registration at http://
westcoastsoccerclub.com/team-news/
register-now-for-west-coast-tryouts/

CYO Playoffs
The St. Michael/St. Charles fi fth-

grade girls' "A" team on Sunday ad-
vanced to its CYO division's basketball 
championship game with a 24-13 win 
on the road over St. Isidore, setting up 
a rematch of last year's playoff title 
game against rival St. Joan. SM/SC, 
surprise winners of the 2013 tourna-
ment, earned a shot at repeating as 
champs on the strength of a brilliant 
showing from point guard Courtney 
Kessler, who took offensive control 
early and fi nished with 12 points. 
Forward Kalena Brongiel and guard 
Athena Lewis spearheaded a smoth-
ering defensive effort, and center PK 
Hall was a force in the paint at both 
ends of the fl oor.

Martial Arts
Taylor's Martial Arts had a suc-

cessful showing, as it had sent 23 
competitors to compete at The League 
MMA Evolution Expo Championship 
in San Jose, CA on Feb. 7.  The fol-
lowing competitors competed:

First Timers Divisions: Jack Bad-
ger - 5- First Timers Kata & 5- Boys 
First Timers Sparring; Caitlyn Macias 
- 6-7 yr old First Timers Kata; Gianna 
Rodriguez - 8-9 yr old girls First Timers 
Sparring; Giovanni Rodriguez - 8-9 yr 
old boys First Timers Sparring; Owen 
Wilson - 8-9 yr old boys First Timers 
Sparring; Madeleine May - 10-11 yr 
old First Timers Kata; Isabella Mc-
Crogan - 10-11 yr old girls First Timers 
Sparring; Jackson Elders - 10-11 yr old 
boys First Timers Sparring;

Kata: Caitlyn Macias - 2nd Place 
- 6-7 yr old Kaju/Kempo Forms; 
Caydence Johnson - 3rd Place 8-9 
yr old Novice Kaju/Kempo Forms; 
Gianna Rodriguez - 8-9 yr old Nov-
ice Kaju/Kempo Forms; Giovanni 
Rodriguez - 8-9 yr old Kaju/Kempo 
Forms; Helena Macias - 1st Place 
8-9 yr old Intermediate Kaju/Kempo 
Forms and Grand Champion; May-
alanni Erediano - 3rd Place 8-9 yr 
old Intermediate Kaju/Kempo Forms; 
Brooklyn Pehargou - 1st Place 10-11 
yr old Novice Kaju/Kempo Forms; 
Sydney Isaac - 2nd Place 10-11 yr 
old Novice Kaju/Kempo Forms; Paul 
Curbelo - 12-13 yr old Intermediate 
Kaju/Kempo Forms; Hector Flores - 
1st Place 12-13 yr old Advanced Kaju/
Kempo Forms; Elizabeth Garcia - 2nd 
Place 12-13 yr old Advanced Kaju/
Kempo Forms; Katrina Curbelo - 2nd 
Place 14-17 yr old Intermediate Kaju/
Kempo Forms; Rachel Bryant - 1st 
Place 18+ Advanced  Kaju/Kempo 
Forms and Grand Champion; Joseph 
Ventura - 1st Place 18+ Black Belt 
Kaju/Kempo Forms

Sparring: Caydence Johnson - 3rd 
Place 8-9 yr old girls Novice Sparring; 
Mayalanni Erediano - 1st Place 8-9 
yr old girls Intermediate Sparring; 
Alexis Aying - 1st Place 8-9 yr old 
girls Advance/BB Sparring and Grand 
Champion; Brooklyn Pehargou - 1st 
Place 10-11 yr old girls Novice Spar-
ring and Grand Champion; Ethan Chao 
- 1st Place 12-13 yr old boys Novice 
Sparring; Paul Curbelo - 12-13 yr old 
boys Intermediate Sparring; Hector 
Flores - 2nd Place 12-13 yr old boys 
Advanced Sparring; Katrina Curbelo 

- 1st Place 14-17 yr old girls Intermedi-
ate Sparring; Marlena Aying - 1st Place 
18+ Women's Novice Sparring; Rachel 
Bryant - 1st Place 18+ Women's Ad-
vanced Sparring and Overall Women's 
Sparring Grand Champion; Andrei 
Carpo - 1st Place 18+ Men's Novice 
Sparring; Joseph Ventura - 1st Place 
18+ Men's Light Weight Black Belt 
Sparring and Overall Men's Black Belt 
Sparring Grand Champion.

High School Basketball
TV30 will be at Dublin High 

School on Thursday, February 13 to 
cover both the girls and boys Alhambra 
vs Dublin basketball games. The games 
will not air live, but are scheduled to 
broadcast starting Saturday, February 
15 and may be viewed on Comcast TV 
Channel 30 and AT&T U-verse via 
Channel 99 as well as streaming live 
on the TV30 website at www.tv30.org.

For air dates and times, check the 
website.  The basketball games can 
be viewed anytime from anywhere 
by going to tv30.org and use the free 
Video on Demand service.  DVDs of 
the games may also be purchased.

TV30 sports personalities Ian Bar-
tholomew, George Dr. “B” Baljevich, 
and Tim Sbranti will provide play by 
play and color announcing.  

The last basketball game of 
the season that TV30 will televise 
is a match-up between Granada @ 
Livermore on Friday, February 21.  
The game will start airing on TV30, 
Saturday, February 22 at 7 p.m.

Spring Water Polo
The Livermore LAZERS, a USA 

Water Polo (USWP) club presented 
by the Livermore Area Parks and 
Recreation District that encourages 
high standards of play and good sports-
manship, is accepting sign-ups for the 
Spring Session, which runs from Feb. 
24-May 16. All experience levels are 
welcome; new boys and girls will be 
asked to complete a swim test and 

must be able to swim two laps (50 
yards) without stopping. As a USWP 
club team, all practices and tourna-
ments will be sanctioned, requiring 
all participants to be registered with 
USWP. For more information on sign-
ups, call LARPD at 925-373-5700, or 
visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us. For more 
information about the LAZERS, visit 
http://lazerswaterpolo.weebly.com or 
e-mail lazerswp@gmail.com

Shamrock Fun Run
The Shamrock 5K Fun Run and 

Walk in Dublin will be held on Sun., 
March 16, 6815 Dublin Blvd. Race day 
registration begins at 7:15 a.m. with 
the race start at 8:30 a.m. 

On-line registration information 
at www.dublinca.gov. Last minute 
pre-race registration will be available 
on Thursday, March 13 from 3:00 PM 
to 7:00 PM at World of Shoes, 7871 
Amador Valley Boulevard, Dublin. 

Event T-shirts are available for 
all pre-registered participants.  Entry 
fee for individuals $25 (chip timed), 
$23 (not timed); families (chip timed) 
$21 per person for immediate family 
of three to six members living at the 
same address; corporate and running 
clubs $23 (chip timed). On site regis-
tration is $35.

For Fun Run information please 
call (925) 556-4500. 

Run for Education
Pleasanton Partnership in Educa-

tion Foundation (PPIE), online regis-

tration  opened at www.ppierun.com 
for the 2nd Annual “Pleasanton Run 
for Education,” taking place Sunday 
April 13, 2014. 

The run starts and fi nishes at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds and 
includes a half marathon (13.1 miles), 
5k (3.1 miles), a kids' challenge for ages 
12 & under, and much more. Following 
the race, participants and spectators 
enjoy food, fun and entertainment at 
the post-race Expo.

To register and learn more, log 
onto www.ppierun.org. There you’ll 
also fi nd Sponsor opportunities, Pre-
Race training group information, and 
information on how to participate in the 
post-race Expo. To learn more about 
PPIE Foundation, visit www.ppie.
org or fi nd Pleasanton Partnerships 
in Education on Facebook.

The  Granada  L i t t l e 
League (GLL) is looking 
for sponsors.  GLL will again 
be hosting the Intermediate 
Little League World Series 
for the 13 year olds in Au-
gust. Funds are needed to 
fi nance such things as new 
lights, asphalt, and snack 
shack along with other im-
provements. 

GLL is a (501 c (3) – 
Non Profit Organization) 
94-2950758.  Go to  spon-
sorship.granadalittleleague.
com to see what packages 
are available.  

League members are also 
holding fund-raising events 
to help fi nance the needed 
improvements. One will 
be held Wed., April 2 at 
Patxi's Pizza in downtown 
Livermore. Paxti's will do-
nate 10 percent of the entire 
day's sale to Granada Little 
League, including to-go, 
delivery or catering orders.

Patxi's is located at 2470 
First Street, Livermore. For 
information, call 371-1000.

Granada Little 
League Seeking 
Sponsors
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President’s Day
Weekend

Feb. 15, 16, & 17
Noon-4:30pm

Barrel tasting 2013 Wines
$5 per person

1356 S. Livermore Ave.
Hours: Tue-Fri 12-2pm,

Sat-Sun 12-4:30pm, Mon Closed
(925) 447-8941

MEXICAN FOOD 
Hours: Mon-Fri 11am-8pm, 

Sat 11am-6pm

2852 Kitty Hawk Road, Livermore

(925) 294-9005

½ PRICE
Get a Entrée 

for ½ OFF 
with purchase 
of any entrée
Entrée must be equal or 
lesser value. Not valid 
with any other offer. 

Expires March 16, 2014.

LIVERMORE CINEMAS
ENDLESS LOVE (PG13) DLP      12:15 3:20 6:45 9:15 
WINTER’S TALE (PG13) DLP      12:05 3:10 6:20 9:20
ABOUT LAST NIGHT (R) DLP      12:40 3:45 6:55 9:45
ROBOCOP (PG13) DLP-DBOX     1:10 3:55 6:50 9:35
ROBOCOP (PG13) DLP-CC      12:10 2:55 5:55 8:45 
LEGO MOVIE (PG) DLP-CC     12:05 2:25 4:45 7:05 9:25
LEGO MOVIE (PG) DLP      1:05 3:25 5:50 8:10
THE MONUMENTS MEN (PG13) DLP    12:00 1:00 3:00 4:00 
         6:00 7:00 9:00 9:55
FROZEN (PG) DLP       12:00 2:40 5:20 8:00
RIDE ALONG (PG13) DLP     12:00 2:25 4:50 7:15 9:50
AMERICAN HUSTLE (R) DLP       1:00 4:00 6:50 
JACK RYAN: SHADOW RECRUIT (PG13) DLP      9:40
THE NUT JOB (PG) DLP       12:10 2:20 4:25
VAMPIRE ACADEMY (PG13) DLP       6:40 9:10

By Carol Graham
Onstage, the beast began to slowly sneak up on Beauty 

Lou’s father. 
“The cast did such a fantastic job of drawing people in 

that one small boy in the audience couldn’t help but yell, 
‘HE’S RIGHT BEHIND YOU!’” said teacher Noah King.  
“That really showed what a great job the actors did of mak-
ing this real for the audience.”

Marylin Avenue Elementary School partnered with 
Missoula Children’s Theatre to present “Beauty Lou and 
the Country Beast,” an original country western, musical-
comedy adaptation of Beauty and the Beast.  Two perfor-
mances were held on February 1st. 

“The level of talent this year was even better than we’ve 
seen in the past,” said King.  “There were so many won-
derful performances, from the two talented actresses Jalah 
Farris and Alyssa DelaRosa playing Beauty Lou, to Anthony 
Molleson’s portrayal of the Beast, to Bethany Clark’s take 
on Fleabite Clyde, the dog.”

The Montana-based Missoula Children’s Theatre 
(MCT) provides a unique format which allows schools 
to participate in high-quality productions by compressing 
what is normally a two or three month process into an 
intensive one-week period.  On the Monday prior to the 
performance, MCT arrives at the school with everything 
needed - directors, scripts, scenery, make-up, costumes, and 
props - everything that is, except actors.  

“Students go through a general audition which can last 
up to two hours,” said former Marylin teacher and current 
literacy coach Sue Carling, who was instrumental in bring-
ing MCT to Marylin.  “The tour directors are very good 

ten years. Nothing has hap-
pened.

Several sites throughout 
the city have been suggested 
as locations during those ten 
years. However, objections 
from neighbors derailed the 
plans.

Current and former mem-
bers of the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission addressed 
the council noting that areas 
for big and small dogs are a 
top priority. They saw the 
woodland area as a potential 
location, noting that people 
were likely to let their dogs 
off leash in the area anyway. 
Kurt Kummer said that the 
commission had been told 
that a dog park on the Bernal 
property was a done deal. 
Then it was removed by the 
council.

Pentin did not support 
adding a dog park to the 
woodland area, nor did 
Councilmember Kathy Na-
rum, who also served on the 
commission. 

Councilmember Karla 
Brown disagreed with Pen-
tin and Narum, stating that 
the woodland area is a good 
place. "It's away from homes 
and not too close to the 
sports park." 

Mayor Jerry Thorne said 
he wasn't sure he could 
support a dog park in the 
woodland area. However, he 
wanted staff to fi nd a loca-
tion on the Bernal property 
for a dog park. It would not 
be located within the Phase 
II planning area.

Cook-Kallio said, "It is 
an amenity we are missing."

DOG PARK
(continued from page one)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Make-up is applied to one of the students while classmates look on.

Students Have One Week to Stage Performance
at quickly assessing students’ strengths and then assigning 
the students parts.” 

In the course of one week, students learn lines, songs 
and dances, while developing life skills that include time 
management and how to work as an ensemble.   

“The kids were ready to go and respectful from the begin-
ning,” said tour director and actor Alex Volpi. “These kids 
should be seen as role models within the community for 
being able to attack something head on, something seem-
ingly far-fetched and remarkably challenging.”  

Principal Kim Farrand said she enjoyed the entire show, 
although a favorite moment came when Jalah sang a solo.  
“She was loud and clear and brave,” said Farrand.  “It was 
an amazing show.  No one would guess students began to 
practice and learn their parts just fi ve days earlier.  The coor-
dination and teamwork of the students was very impressive.”

For 40 years, MCT has fostered life-skills development 
in more than a million young students.  This year alone, 
MCT will work with 65,000 children in more than 1,200 
communities in all 50 states and 17 countries. 

“I cannot say enough about the organization,” said 
Carling.  “Every year they send us excellent tour directors 
who help our students put on a fantastic production.  It’s an 
experience the students will never forget.  They often are 
inspired by the tour directors to fi nd something they love 
and to go to college.”

Volpi was equally impressed.  “I will always remember 
how close-knit the Marylin community is,” he said.  “Ev-
eryone seems to care for everyone else, and I think that is 
where support roots.”

For more information, visit mctinc.org. 

The council reviewed 
plans for the Phase II com-
munity park. It would in-
clude three lighted all pur-
pose fields, a parking lot, 
plaza, restroom and play 
area on 16.3 acres to the 
north of the current sports 
fi elds. The Oak Woodland 
would cover the 40 acres 
located between homes and 
the sports fi elds. The esti-
mated cost for both is $16.5 
million with $3.9 million 
paying for the woodland 
area.

Bill Harris of Harris De-
signs described the wood-
land as passive open space 
in the heart of the city. Three 
different communities of 
native plants are proposed. 
One would consists of Val-
ley Oak, a second a valley 
grassland, and the third a 
riparian area. Pathways and 
open spaces would be lo-
cated throughout the site. 
A perimeter path would be 
a wide paved multipurpose 
trail; the woodland crossing 
is described as a paved path-
way. A creek walk would 
be more rustic, 4 to 6 feet 
wide. A nature trail would 
take people through an in-
terpretative area that would 
include a boardwalk where 
people could walk out over 
the drainage area.

Public art was proposed. 
However, the Parks and Rec-
reation Commission didn't 
support the idea. Harris said 
that consideration could be 
given in the future to place 
art at focal points in the park.  

only' requirement once the 
area is opened."

The expansion contin-
ues to be controversial. In 
January, opponents of the 
expansion attended a city 
council to ask the city to 
take a stand against the pro-
posal. Speakers expressed 
concerns about the impacts 
of off-highway riding on the 
habitat, threatened species 
and cultural and historical 
areas. They also asked that 
the city review the environ-
mental document when it is 
released.

On Monday, the other 
side of the issue had its 
say in front of the council. 
Close to one hundred people 
raised their hands in support 
as speakers talked about 
the benefi ts of off-highway 
riding. Some pointed to the 
positive impact on the econ-
omy. People buy gas, food 
and riding supplies. Another 
theme was the positive ef-
fect of the sport on children 
and families. Protecting the 
environment was another 
issue discussed.

Jerry Fouts of the Ameri-
can Motorcycle Association, 
said he had been riding at 
Carnegie for 40 years. "It 
brings good, clean fun for 
families. For young riders, 
it creates self-esteem and 
self-reliance. It's a great 
family activity." He added 
that when the Tesla area was 
purchased, nearby landown-
ers agreed to the sale. "The 
new area will not be like the 

old Carnegie. It will be like 
hiking up Brushy Peak, as 
riders stay on the designated 
trails."

Anthony Godrich won-
dered why the city was re-
viewing the environmental 
document. "There is no Tesla 
park. It is an extension of 
Carnegie. It will take a lot of 
time and effort to review the 
EIS. I have a problem with 
the city spending taxpayer 
dollars for the review." He 
too echoed Fouts in stat-
ing that the new area will 
be retained as it is. "We 
don't want the new area to 
look like the old area," he 
declared.

Laurie Lewis, a lifetime 
Livermore resident, pointed 
out that Livermore is the 
only city that includes a 
theater, wineries, breweries, 
a shooting range, a rodeo 
and off-highway riding fa-
cility. "Few towns offer all 
those things. Thousands of 
families are able to enjoy 
the recreation opportunities. 
They draw a lot of people to 
Livermore, helping to boost 
the economy."

Paul Wolfson declared 
that the city should buy-in 
to the economic impact. The 
park also provides a place 
for children to go. It's no 
different than a golf course 
or a baseball fi eld. "It's not 
about us. It's about the kids."

A local resident who has 
plans to open a small off-
road fabrication business, 
Timothy Neal, said that the 

council should support the 
expansion and its positive 
impact on local business. 
He added, "We do care for 
the environment. It is better 
to provide designated areas 
to ride, rather than let people 
fi nd their own locations."

Ken Clark pointed out 
that Carnegie includes a 
display of Ohlone artifacts. 
During one public hearing, 
an elderly woman spoke out 
expressing her appreciation 
for the display.

Strong ethics are devel-
oped by taking part in the 
sport, stated Dave Wright. 
"My kids spend weekends 
at Carnegie. When they and 
their friends aren't there, 
they are in the garage work-
ing on motorcycles. The 
sound of motors revving is a 
happy sound to me. I'm not 
hearing gunshots, nor are 
they doing drugs."

Chris Cameron stated 
that his father was one of the 
original owners of Carnegie. 
The Tesla land was pur-
chased 16 years ago using 

green and red sticker fees. "I 
don't understand how others 
can come and take it."

Bruce Brazil touted the 
health benefi ts of getting out 
and exercising. He pointed 
out that in 2012, 77,965 
vehicles came to Carne-
gie. That doesn't count the 
number of people in those 
vehicles.

Motor Works owner, Ja-
son DeCarte stated, "Keep 
Carnegie open. Help us to do 
so. I hear fear and frustration 
from people who come into 
my shop about the future of 
the park."

Mayor John Marchand 
pointed out that the city has 
no jurisdiction over either 
site. The council has asked 
staff to review the envi-
ronmental document and 
comment on what impact 
the expansion may or may 
not have on Livermore. He 
added that such reviews 
are something the city does 
when there is a project that 
could impact it.

CARNEGIE
(continued from page one)

requirements when property 
owners must obtain permits 
from the city to plant, trim 
signifi cant portions of trees, 
or cut them down. 

City public works man-
ager Steven Yee said the 
ordinance adds nothing new 
to city restrictions, but sim-
ply puts together in one item 
what has been scattered 
throughout the city code.

Consolidating the city's 
policy on trees into one 
ordinance simplifi es things. 
It also may help Dublin 
achieve a Tree City USA 
honor from the national 
Arbor Day Foundation, said 
Yee.

The ordinance applies 
only to trees in the pub-
lic right-of-way, the area 
between the sidewalks on 
either side of a street. It 
also includes the planter 
strips between sidewalks 
and curbs.

A permit must be ob-
tained for pruning more than 
10 percent of a tree, or 25 
percent of its canopy. 

Councilmember Kevin 
Hart said, "People trim all 
the way down to the stump. 
Will they be in violation? 
It exceeds 10 percent." Yee 
replied that it would be a 
violation. The regulations on 
trimming were formed after 
consulting with experts who 
know about guarding tree 
health, he said.

Hart said that he did not 
see any point in passing an 
ordinance that most people 
would violate. "My fear is 
that residents would vio-
late this unknowingly," said 
Hart.

Although Hart raised 
contrary considerations, he 

wound up joining the other 
councilmembers in a unani-
mous vote for the ordinance.

The council also voted 
unanimously to keep its 
salaries at $903 monthly, 
with an extra $100 paid to 
the mayor. 

The salary review is 
planed on the agenda every 
year. A study of nearby cit-
ies showed that Dublin is 
currently in the middle of 
the range. Councilmembers 
were satisfi ed with that.

Vice-mayor Don Biddle 
said, "Some people say we 
shouldn't be paid anything. 
We should let the public 
know that there are travel 
expenses, meeting expenses, 
and time away from work. 
It (compensation) should be 
something like it is."

"If a member doesn't 
want the pay, they can do-
nate it to a non-profi t. We 
don't want to discourage 
anyone in the public from 
running, because they can't 
afford it," said Biddle.

The council also showed 
backing for the CAP Act, 
which is in Congress. The 
bill would allow public ac-
cess channels, such as TV 30 
to spend revenue received 
from cable TV fees on op-
erating expenses, not just 
capital costs. They had the 
ability to fund operating ex-
penses perviously, but it was 
taken away by state law, as 
has happened in other states, 
said staff.

Biddle said that when 
he represents Dublin at 
the Mayors Conference in 
Washington in March, he 
will carry the council's senti-
ments concerning the CAP 
Act to federal representa-
tives.

COURT
(continued from page 4)



da S. Tarne and her husband 
Philip, and son Donald D. 
Gilbert and his wife Lisa; 
his fi ve grandchildren Ben 
Tarne (Bree Mitchell), Em-
ily Marlowe (Sebastian), 
Laura Leipold (Michael), 
Amber Tatman (Luke), Jack 
Gilbert (Maria); and five 
great grandchildren Autumn 
Tatman, Kora Lynn Gilbert, 
Hudson Gilbert, Gavin Mar-
lowe and Isaac Tarne; his 
brother-in-law Donald L. 
Bathgate and wife Patricia; 
as well as the rest of his fam-
ily and friend.

Billie is preceded in death 
by his parents Russell and 
Elizabeth Gilbert; as well 
as his brother, R Lee Gilbert 
and great grandson Jakob W. 
Tatman.

Edward Lafranchi
July 23, 1928 – Feb. 5, 2014

Edward Alvin Lafranchi 
died unexpectedly on Feb-
ruary 5, 2014, of a cerebral 

h e m o r -
r h a g e .  
He was a 
long time 
resident 
of Liver-
more and 
o n e  o f 
the ear-
liest em-
ployees 
of Law-

rence Livermore National 
Laboratory.

Ed was a devoted mem-
ber of the St. Michael Catho-
lic Community.  A long 
time member of the Knights 
of Columbus, one of the 
original Lectors and later 
Eucharistic Ministers, he 
was responsible for training 
new volunteers in these du-
ties until his death.  At vari-
ous times, he was President 
of the Parish Council, was 
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Obituary/ 
Memoriam Policies

Obituaries are published in The Independent 
at no charge. There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families 

want to honor the memories 
of their loved ones. There is a charge for 

memoriam ads, based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to  
editmail@compuserve.com

2177 Las Positas Ct, Ste. K, Livermore CA 94551

(925) 454-1974
www.neptune-society.com

Sam Miller, Branch Director
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Craig Emery Willes
April 24, 1957 to Oct. 24, 2013

At Fisk Mill Cove in Salt 
Point Park, on a foggy after-
noon on Monday, October 
21st, Craig went diving for 
abalone as his wife, Linda, 
lovingly watched him from 
the shore. Linda was always 
aware of the risks involved 
in the challenging area that 
Craig dove and she under-
stood that the sea could 
take her soul mate at any 
moment. She watched as he 
took his third dive. He never 
resurfaced.

Immediately upon no-
tifi cation, Sonoma County 
Deputies, Coast Guard per-
sonnel, State Parks rescue 
divers, park rangers and 
other emergency personnel 
searched in diffi cult condi-
tions for three days. On 
October 24, 2013, he was 
found twenty feet below 
where she watched him take 
his last dive by a brother-
hood of volunteer divers 
who were notified by the 
diver’s forum. Some came 
from hours away.

We fi nd joy in knowing 
that Craig and Linda pursued 
joy every day. In 2007, even 
though Craig still worked in 
Santa Clara, they relocated 
from Livermore to Timber 
Cove, North of Jenner, to 
build a log cabin style home. 
This was a dream they both 
shared. Craig was an expe-
rienced Abalone diver and a 
mushroom hunter. He could 
go toe to toe with any bota-
nist and discuss any and all 
mushrooms. The outdoors 
was Craig’s playing fi eld. 
He enjoyed hiking, boating, 
fishing, hunting and was 
recently talking about taking 
his hang glider out for a ride.

He was a member of the 
Nor Cal Dive Club and the 
Gualala Baptist Church, the 
charming little white cha-
pel on the hill. Craig will 
always be remembered for 
his adventurous spirit and 
his gigantic heart. His bright 
blue eyes in combination 
with his unforgettable smile 
would light up any space he 
entered. 

Craig is survived by his 
soul mate and wife of 20 
years, Linda; his daughter, 
Jenevie Christine Willes; 
and sons, Travis and Tracey 
Webb, as well as fi ve grand-
children. He also leaves his 
parents Emery Hyde and 
Marlene Brenda Willes, his 
sisters Kathryn Grace Lloyd 
and Celeste Michelle Ran-
dolph and brothers Michael 
Christopher and Dean Ced-
ric Willes, and many aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

A celebration of his life 
was held Saturday, No-
vember 23, 2013, 1:00 PM 
at Fort Ross Elementary 
School in Cazadero, CA. 

Arrangements by Cal-
laghan Mortuary 925 447-
2942, www.callaghanmortu-
ary.com

Billie Thomas Gilbert
Billie Thomas Gilbert, 

82, of Turlock, California, 
passed away on February 
7th, 2014 peacefully in his 
sleep.

A celebration of life was 
held on February 11th, 2014 
at the home of Helen Gilbert.

Billie was born January 
24th, 1932 to Russell and 
Elizabeth Gilbert in Ham-
ilton, MO.  As a young boy 
he moved to Livermore, 
California at age 5.  He 
graduated from Livermore 
High School.

Billie was married to 
Helen F. Gilbert (Bathgate) 
on November 7, 1952; they 
were happily married for 
61 years.

Billie worked as a meat 
cutter for more then 30 
years.  He enjoyed traveling 
with his wife, wood carv-
ing, hunting and fishing, 
and watching his grandchil-
dren play sports.  Billie was 
an avid pet lover over the 
years.  He was also actively 
involved in the Old Timers 
Club of Livermore for many 
years, a dedicated member 
of the Golden Anchors Boat 
Club, as well as a member of 
many Wood Carving Clubs.

Billie is survived by his 
two children: daughter Lin-

Principal of CCD, later led 
the legacy fund to build the 
parish education center.

Ed enjoyed playing golf, 
except when he couldn’t hit 
the ball; attending the 49er 
games, but only when they 
won; tasting good wines, 
always; deer hunting with 
his family; playing bridge; 
and most especially sharing 
a cocktail every evening be-
fore dinner with his beloved 
wife Ann.

He was born in Petaluma, 
California on July 23, 1928 
and raised in Nicasio on his 
family’s dairy.  He attended 
Nicasio elementary school, 
graduated from St. Anselm’s 
High School, and later from 
Santa Clara University with 
a BS in Electrical Engineer-
ing.  Upon graduation in 
1950, he went to work for 
Lawrence Berkeley Labora-
tory.   He enlisted during the 
Korean war, spending 1951 
to 1953 in the US Air Force.  
Upon discharge, he resumed 
his job at Berkeley, transfer-
ring in 1953 to Lawrence 
Livermore Laboratory.  Ed 
held numerous positions at 
LLNL, eventually retiring as 
Deputy Associate Director 
of the Engineering Depart-
ment in 1991.  

Ed is survived by his wife 
of 59 years, Ann (nee Rog-
ers), his three sons Bruce 
(Judy) of New York, Mark 
of Walnut Creek and Paul 
(Mary Jo) of Torrance, four 
grandchildren Brian, Bren-
dan, Daniel and Melissa, and 
a large extended family.  He 
was the son of Fridolino and 
Zelma (nee Dolcini) and was 
predeceased by his siblings 
Estella, Wilfred, Henry, and 
Arthur.

Visitation was Sunday, 
February 9,  including a 
Vigil service.  Family and 
friends attended the Mass of 

Christian Burial,  Monday, 
February 10 at St. Michael 
Catholic Church, 458 Maple 
Street. The family prefers 
memorials to St. Michael 
School, ValleyCare Health 
Library, Santa Clara Uni-
versity or a charity of your 
choice.

Arrangements by Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 925 447-
2942. www.callaghanmortu-
ary.com

Bette Marie Bumgarner
Resident of Pleasanton
Oct. 5, 1926 – Feb. 7, 2014

Bette Marie Bumgarner, 
loving wife, mother, grand-
mother, great grandmoth-
er, sister, and friend, died 
peacefully in her home on 
February 7. Bette was born 
in Rock Island, Illinois. She 
graduated from Shortridge 
High School in Indianapo-
lis, Indiana, and entered St. 
Vincent School of Nurs-
ing in Indianapolis. Upon 
graduation, she followed her 
parents Robert and Helen 
Sumner to Oakland, CA. 
In 1947, Bette began her 
nursing career at Kaiser 
Foundation Hospital in Oak-
land.  She would spend her 
entire 50 year career there, 
working in the ER, and as a 
hospital nursing supervisor 
eventually moving to the 
out-patient clinics.

Bette married Norman 
Bumgarner in Oakland at St. 
Jarleths Catholic Church in 
1952. They soon moved to 
San Leandro to start raising a 
family.  In 1968, they moved 
to Pleasanton with their fi ve 
children. 

Bette was preceded in 
death by her parents Rob-
ert and Helen Sumner, and 

also by her daughter Betsy 
Creedon. She is survived 
by her husband Norman, 
daughters Kathy Tuggle 
(Joe Ely), Deborah Over-
cash, Cindy Scholl (Kurt 
Taylor), son Norman Jr. all 
of Pleasanton, sister Lisa 
Sumner, and brothers Robert 
and Phillip Sumner of San 
Jose, 15 grandchildren, and 
5 great grandchildren. She 
had a loving and generous 
heart and will be greatly 
missed by all.

Friends and family are in-
vited to a funeral service on 
Thursday, Feb. 13, 3:00 pm, 
at Graham-Hitch Mortuary 
in Pleasanton. Bette will be 
laid to rest at a private burial 
at Oakmont Memorial Park 
in Lafayette alongside her 
daughter Betsy. In lieu of 
fl owers, the family requests 
donations to be made to the 
Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation or Guide 
Dogs for the Blind. 

February Flowers
February Flowers is the topic 

of the Sun., Feb. 16 Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park 
District ranger program. Meet 
Ranger Amy Wolitzer at 10 a.m. 
at Holdener Park at the East end 
of Hansen Road. 

Join Ranger Amy at Hold-
ener Park for a walk to admire 
the (hopefully) green hills, 
buckeye trees just beginning to 
leaf out and likely some early 
spring wildfl owers. This hike 
will be less than a mile, but trails 
are narrow and moderately steep 
in some sections. Canceled if 
raining heavily, on if sprinkling. 
Meet in the parking lot by the 
water tanks at the east end of 
Hansen Road.

There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. A $2 
donation is requested to help 
support the programs unless 
other fees are specifi ed. Partici-
pants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Barrel Tasting
Fenestra Winery will be 

hosting its 31st Annual Barrel 
Tasting Weekend on February 
15, 16 & 17, from noon to 
5pm, all three days.  Entry fee 
is $10.00 (no charge for wine 
club members).

 Taste the future on the Presi-
dent’s Day weekend.  Sample 
unreleased wines right from 
the barrel while winery owner 
Lanny Replogle  and  winemaker 
Meredith Miles share interesting 
tidbits and facts on the wines.

 Fenestra will offer glimpses 
into 2012 vintages of a Lodi and 
Livermore Malbecs, Infrared 
(estate GSM blend), and Estate 
Syrah, along with a 2013 Semil-
lon.  Tasting times will be 12:30, 
2:00, and 3:30 all three days.

Fenestra Winery is located 
at 83 Vallecitos Road in Liver-
more. 

The winery is open for 
tasting and sales every Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday from noon 

to 5pm.  For information, phone 
925-447-5246 or email info@
fenestrawinery.com

Have a Conversation
To help community mem-

bers start the conversation about 
end of life, Hope Hospice is 
sponsoring a fi lm screening of 
the documentary, Consider the 
Conversation, followed by a 
panel discussion by medical and 
communication experts. 

This free, thought-provoking 
event will be held on Tuesday, 
February 18, at Heritage Estates, 
900 East Stanley Blvd., Liver-
more from 6:45 to 8:30 p.m. To 
make a reservation, call (925) 
373-3636.

Consider the Conversa-
tion highlights the American 
struggle with communication 
and preparation for the end of 
life. “This fi lm inspires and 
empowers people to make their 
wishes known,” says Victoria 
Emmons, Hope Hospice CEO.  
“Hope Hospice is actively par-
ticipating in The Conversation 
Project, a nationwide effort that 
is dedicated to helping people 
talk about their wishes for 
end-of-life care. This screen-
ing is one of several events we 
are devoting to this important 
project.”

Advance directives give in-
dividuals control over the health 
care they receive and the ability 
to name an “agent” to speak 
for them if they cannot speak 
for themselves. “It is our hope 
that the community will take to 
heart the message of this fi lm 
and speak to their loved ones 
about their wishes for end-of-life 
care and complete their advance 
directives,” adds Emmons.

A panel discussion and 
Q&As will follow the film 
screening. Panelists include:

Kuljeet Multani, MD - Board 
certifi ed in palliative care and 
internal medicine. She is an 
associate medical director at 
Hope Hospice.

Ann Felter, MSW, LCSW 

– Director of Social Work and 
Spiritual Care at Hope Hospice. 
In her work, she has guided 
many patients and families in 
discussions about end of life 
decisions. 

Dara Burke, RN, CHPN – 
Certifi ed hospice and palliative 
care nurse. She has worked 
in nursing for 35 years, 14 of 
which have been with Hope 
Hospice where she is a nurse 
case manager. 

William Harvey – Certifi ed 
fi nancial planner with Spectrum 
Wealth partners. He is a member 
of the Hope Hospice Board of 
Directors. 

 Advance directives mate-
rial will be available during 
this event.

For more information visit 
www.hopehospice.com or call 
1-800-HOSPICE.

Gem Faire
Gem Fairewill be in Pleas-

anton on Mar. 7-9, 2014 at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
4501 Pleasanton Ave., Pleasan-
ton.  Hours are Fri. 12pm-6pm, 
Sat. 10am-6pm, and Sun. 10am-
5pm.  Admission is $7, valid for 
the entire weekend.

Over 70 importers, exporters 
and wholesalers from around 
the world will be on site with 
the largest selection of fine 
jewelry, costume jewelry, pre-
cious & semi-precious gem-
stones, beads, crystals, minerals, 
findings and much more at 
manufacturer’s prices.  Other 
jewelry and beading essentials, 
including jewelry tools, displays 
and boxes will be available all 
under one roof.  Jewelry repair, 
cleaning and ring sizing service 
is available.  

For more information, visit 
www.gemfaire.com or contact 
Gem Faire, Inc. at 503-252-8300 
or info@gemfaire.com.

Park Name
Athan Downs Park, located 

at 2975 Montevideo Dr in San 
Ramon, is poised to receive an  
original sculpture dedicated 
to the park’s namesake Byron 

Athan.  The park’s name “Athan 
Downs” was given to the park 
in recognition of local citizen 
Byron Athan whose legal work 
in the 1970s secured a state-wide 
park dedication requirement on 
residential subdivisions.  Athan 
was also one of the City of San 
Ramon’s founding leaders. Over 
the years, he served the City 
in many different capacities 
including Mayor, City Council-
person, City Attorney, and City 
Manager. He remained active in 
the City serving until his passing 
at the age of 91. Mr. Athan was a 
veteran, an attorney, and an avid 
athlete, playing tennis, running 
and cycling until late in life.

Sculptor Madeline Wiener 
was selected by the Arts Ad-
visory Committee to design a 
public art piece that would honor 
and refl ect Mr. Athan’s life. Ms. 

Weiner generated a conceptual 
design following meeting with 
Mr. Athan’s family and friends.  
If approved the sculpture will be 
approximately 4 feet x 4 feet x 
2 feet. It will be constructed out 
of Silverdale limestone material 
and will be surrounded by three 
small benches. 

Images of the conceptual 
design and proposed location 
can be viewed online at http://
www.sanramon.ca.gov. The art 
piece will be located adjacent 
to the tennis courts at Athan 
Downs Park, a place that Mr. 
Athan loved to play tennis.

For more information on 
this project, please call Kathi 
Heimann at (925) 973-2611.

Zeitgeist Screening
“On Saturday, February 

22nd, “Zeitgeist” will be shown 

at the IBEW Hall; 6250 Village 
Parkway, Dublin.  A meet and 
greet potluck begins at 6:30 
PM, while the fi lm starts around 
7:00-7:15 PM.   

This  i s  the  f i r s t  o f  
the“Zeitgeist” trilogy of fi lms. 
It is being shown now, because 
next month on March 15th is 
“Zeitgeist Action” Day.  Those 
attending the movie will  think of 
something fun to do for that day 
or month that is Zeitgeistish?  

This 2007 documentary cri-
tiques religion, our culture, the 
banks (which is always fun), and 
more!  The new Zeitgeist fi lms 
tend to look more for solutions, 
while this one attempts to tear 
down   false notions.  The fi lm 
is 123 minutes. 

Admission is free/$3.00 
donations accepted.  The hall is 
wheelchair accessible.  For more 
information, call 925-462-3459.

The City of Pleasanton 
continues the 2014 free 
Parent Education Series on 
Wednesday, February 26 
with the topic, “Raising Re-
silient Children,” presented 
by Rachel Sklar, MSW and 
a Certified Parent Coach 
from Parents Place on the 
Peninsula.

Many parenting experts 
feel that parents are under 
continuous pressure to plan, 
enrich, and do this impor-
tant job of parenting the 
one, precisely right way. 
The pressure and stress 
on today’s families can be 
overwhelming! This free 
seminar focuses on the chal-

“Raising Resilient Children” Is 
Topic of February Presentation

lenges of raising children in 
today’s “hurry up” world. 
Participants will learn strate-
gies for raising resilient and 
healthy children, and how 
parents can establish healthy 
family schedules and find 
the right balance for their 
families.

The parent education 
series was developed by 
the Community Services 
staff, in conjunction with 
the Pleasanton Youth Com-
mission, the series was de-
signed to meet the goals of 
the Youth Master Plan. All 
programs will be held in the 
large meeting room of the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 

400 Old Bernal Avenue, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Subsequent monthly pre-
sentations will be held in 
the same place, at the same 
time, on the following dates: 
Wednesday, March 26, 2014, 
A Balanced Approach to 
Navigating Youth Sports; 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014, 
The Wonder Years: Transi-
tion to Middle School; and, 
Wednesday, May 28, 2014, 
I’m Talking But They’re Not 
Listening: Communicating 
with Children.

For more information, 
please visit http://ptownlife.
org/parent-education-series, 
or call (925) 931-3434.
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words: "Oh, what a power-
ful drive it is." How true. It 
seems hardly a day goes by 
without some sex related in-
cident being reported in the 
media. All too often violence 
is involved. Most often it is 
men exercising their passion 
for young girls.

I suspect that the easy 
availability of pornography 
on the internet is exacerbat-
ing the problem. Even if a 
person's home computer is 
set to prevent pornography, 
it is still freely available to 
anyone at the local library. 
At least that is true of the 
Livermore library. I check 
on this every once in a while. 
On Sunday, January 5, I 
found the situation had not 
changed. Just access Google 
images and there it is. One 
author, an attorney (Mark 
Cohen) contends that the 
Supreme Court in 1946 
ruled that pornography is 
protected by the 1st amend-
ment. He calls it a fl awed 
decision. Well, I guess.

Food Security
Alison Forest
Livermore

One consequence of the 
use of nuclear weapons that 
people do not often consider 
is food security. The national 
Physicians for Social Re-
sponsibility recently pub-
lished a report that examined 
this issue.

Titled, “Nuclear Fam-
ine: Two Billion People At 
Risk,” the study examined 
a hypothetical nuclear war 
between India and Pakistan. 
They found that a nuclear 
exchange involving less that 
0.5% of the world’s nuclear 
weapons would have a glob-
al impact on food supplies.

Even a “limited” nuclear 
war would cause signifi cant 
global climate disruption. 
There would be shortages for 
corn and soybean produc-
tion, which is usually used 
as food to “grow” animals, 
and for Chinese rice and 
winter wheat production. 
This would lead to increased 
prices and food would be 
inaccessible to hundreds of 
millions of people. Overall, 
the global impact could put 
up to two billion people at 
risk of starvation.

The report calls for the 
global elimination of nuclear 
weapons as soon as pos-
sible. This is a common 
sense recommendation that, 
if heeded, will benefit all 
humanity.

Water Pricing
Joe Ledbetter
Livermore

Dear Zone 7 Board Mem-
ber and Managers, my Liver-
more water bill was about 
$18 last month. And, it was 
about $18 each month for the 
past four years, even during 
the summer months when I 
wasn’t even in Livermore 
using water! Contrast that 
with my energy bill that is 
proportional to the amount 
of energy that I consume. 

The reason for these 
whacky water bills that don't 
depend much on my water 
consumption is that Liver-
more has a water pricing 
schedule like most water 
utilities with a “connection 
fee” ($15 a month) plus 
a commodity/distribution 
cost of about $3 per CCF 
(748 gallons) of water con-
sumed. This commodity 
cost is essentially a “pass 
through” cost from water 
wholesaler Zone 7, which 
sells to water retailers in 
Livermore, Pleasanton and 
Dublin. Although the retail-
ers have “tiered pricing” 
with commodity charges 
slightly increasing as con-
sumption increases, Zone 7 
has no such tiered pricing. 
Instead, Zone 7 asks the 
retailers what their needs are 
and then goes out and “fi nds 
the water” and averages the 
costs over all consumers. 

There is no pricing "feed-
back loop" that reduces 
water demand. Hence, the 
price signals sent by Zone 7 
and the retailers encourage 
gross consumption of our 
very precious water result-
ing in an "imbalance" prob-
lem now that we are in an 
apparent drought condition. 
I suggest that our problem 
is a demand rather than a 
supply problem.

One solution to this water 
supply and demand problem 
is to set a steeply increasing 

water price schedule. This 
would drive demand down 
yet still meet basic consumer 
needs which is about one 
CCF per person per month. 
So rather than the current $2 
per CCF charged by Zone 7 
regardless of consumption, 
why not charge $1 for the 
first CCF per capita con-
sumed, $2 for the next CCF, 
$4 for the next CCF, $8 for 
the next and so on? 

Retailers should elimi-
nate connection fees and 
replace them with simi-
lar increasing commodity 
charges. A starting point for 
retailer charges would be 
about $5 for the fi rst CCF 
per month per capita, $10 
for the next CCF, $15 for the 
next CCF and so on. Water 
demand will drop quickly 
and steeply in such a pricing 
environment. Every con-
sumer will think twice about 
whether or not they should 
take a 30 minute shower, 
wash their car, fi ll their pool 
or water their lawns.

I realize that Zone 7 is 
not a water retailer, but it 
should set a pricing schedule 
that drives demand down. 
Only then will the retailers 
have a “price signal” that 
will encourage serious con-
servation. The practice of 
simply providing water to 
the retailers at some aver-
age price has devalued our 
precious water resulting 
in household and business 
consumptions that are outra-
geously high in some areas 
of the valley. Zone 7 should 
shift its reliability standards 
to meet basic human needs 
at the lowest cost and only 
provide water beyond those 
needs at the much higher 
marginal costs such as those 
associated with the state 
water project.  

I predict that Zone 7 wa-
ter demand will decrease 
by 50% within a year if my 
proposed fee schedule is 
adopted. Sizing and scal-
ing of the projected water 
system needs within Zone 7 
would dramatically decrease 
to sustainable levels. Supply 
and demand respond to price 
signals much better than 
mere declarations of emer-
gency or board requests to 
voluntarily conserve.

Give Diplomacy a 
Chance 
Jo Ann Frisch
Livermore

At least seventy members 
of Congress are organizing 
a letter to the President sup-
porting US-Iran diplomacy 
and opposing new sanctions 
or other measures that would 
kill the talks.

Negotiations with Iran 
reportedly will resume Feb-
ruary 18 in Vienna.

The first phase of the 
nuclear agreement was ne-
gotiated in November 2013. 
It covers six months. During 
that time, the agreement 
freezes Iran’s uranium en-
richment program. It puts 
daily inspectors on the 
ground and eliminates Iran’s 
stockpile of 20% enriched 
uranium. In return, some 
U.S. and European Union 
sanctions were temporarily 
lifted.

These milestones will 
help secure a comprehen-
sive deal with Iran that will 
ensure it will never become a 
nuclear weapons state.

I urge my Congressman, 
Eric Swalwell, to sign on to 
the letter to give diplomacy 
a chance.

For more information go 
to: www.trivalleycares.org

Provide Solutions
Patty Robins 
Livermore 

The criticism letters to 
the City Council about the 
homeless seem mostly de-
void of solutions and ideas.  
Go to City Council meetings 
to share your thoughts with 
the Council.  Shouldn’t other 
Tri-Valley cities be involved 
?  Are they facing home-
less situations, because we 
sure don’t hear of it or see 
it.  Is the word out Liver-
more is the only community 
that feeds, houses, showers 
homeless?  The result, Liver-
more will be overwhelmed, 
because many will come, al-
ready have, thus it becomes 
our responsibility, for health, 
safety and sanitation.  

   It seems Livermore is 
THE PLACE TO GO for a 
BART station downtown, 
homeless, two community 

theaters that obviously will 
not succeed as our Bankhead 
is already struggling, and 
still the push to have two 
major theaters!  Talk about 
needing some advice! Criti-
cism is just distracting noise 
if it doesn’t come with solu-
tions and ideas. 

Dumbfounded by Tesla
Bob Holm
Crane Ridge Livestock

I fi nd it incredible that 
any serious debate still ex-
ists on the future of the 
Tesla Property, particularly 
if anyone has experienced 
it's uniqueness.  

My grandfather and his 
brother leased this property 
for nearly three decades to 
pasture cattle on. I had the 
opportunity over many of 
those years to ride horses, 
hunt, and explore every 
inch of it as a kid grow-
ing up.  The largest Indian 
camp I ever encountered 
is on the property. While I 
didn't truly understand the 
uniqueness of the area then, 
I came to realize later in life 
the signifi cance of it's his-
tory, geography, beauty, and 
varied wildlife habitat. Now, 
I know the name of those 
little foxes, and the owl that 
lives in the ground.  The deer 
have always been there, but 
now Tesla has become home 
to wild turkeys and pigs. 
Also theTule Elk have been 
reintroduced into their home 
range there, and doing well.  
I don't know much about 
the Red Legged Frog, the 
California Whip Snake, or 
the Tiger Salamander, other 
than that they live in our area 
and impact what I can and 
can not do. 

So, it seems odd to me 
that the neighboring prop-
erty owners need to abide by 
State, County, and Federal 
regulations regarding ero-
sion control, air and water 
quality, wildlife, and a host 
of other nearly impossible 
restrictions, yet the State 
can consider adding another 
environmental disaster to the 
community.

If this treasure is de-
stroyed it can never be re-
stored back to it's former 
grandeur . . .  and for what?!?

East Bay or East Bloc?
Caroline and Peter Ja-
cobson
Livermore

Last Tuesday, KTVU 
(channel 2) broadcast a short 
item on the 10 PM news 
about the water supply.  It 
started like this: “One way 
to get people to conserve 
may be to use a little peer 
pressure.”  It went on to say 
that local water agencies 
are seeing more and more 
people starting to “police 
their own neighbors,” with 
a recent threefold increase 
in complaints.  A San Fran-
cisco resident was inter-
viewed, who could see why 
“a little neighborly nudge 
might work.”  The story 
ended by advising view-
ers that “In San Francisco, 
those complaint calls go 
through 311, which is then 
directed to the Public Utili-
ties Commission.  They do 
suggest a friendly discussion 
with your neighbors first, 
though.”

The story left us feel-
ing uneasy.  We are being 
encouraged to police our 
neighbors, nudge them, and 
if that doesn’t do the trick, 
then we are to denounce 
them to the authorities.  And 
we are to do this if we sus-
pect they’re not behaving the 
way we think they should, 
even though they’re not 
breaking any law. 

This subtle pressure to 
inform on fellow citizens has 
been employed elsewhere, 
but it is not something we’re 
used to in the United States.  
Before we become infor-
mants, it’s probably a good 
idea to think about whether 
there’s a crime involved.  It’s 
probably also a good idea 
for the broadcast media to 
pause and refl ect upon how 
easy it’s been historically to 
get people riled up enough 
to start coercing others in the 
name of some cause, rather 
than in the name of the law.  
Sure it’s good to save water, 
but there’s something else 
being suggested here, and 
it’s a slippery slope.  What’s 
the next “bad behavior” 
we’ll be asked to police and 
report?

(continued from page 4)

Congressman Eric Swalwell held a town hall meeting with residents of Arbor Vista in 
Livermore. He answered questions and talked about issues raised by the residents.

For the second year, the 
City of Dublin is offering 
a program that motivates, 
educates, and empowers 
residents to achieve optimal 
health through a customized 
10 week wellness challenge. 

From March 16 through 
May 25, 2014, residents and 
other community members 
can be part of the “Step 2 
It Challenge,” described 
as a fun way for teams of 
friends, families, neighbors, 
and co-workers to get active 
and work together to meet 
their goals. In this program, 
all participants will receive a 
pedometer and work toward 
the same goal – counting 

Dublin to Promote Healthier Living 
Through "Step 2 It Challenge'

steps.
The “Step 2 It Challenge” 

will kick off at the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Festival on March 
16, and end on Memorial 
Day weekend. There will 
be two community walks 
during the ten week event, 
and participants will receive 
a weekly email newsletter, 
promoting proper nutrition 
and highlighting healthy 
recipes and motivational 
techniques. The Challenge 
will wrap-up with an awards 
ceremony at the Dublin 
Farmers’ Market on Thurs-
day, May 29.

Dub l in  Mayor  Tim 
Sbranti said, “The Wellness 
Challenge is part of the Dub-
lin City Council’s initiative 
to increase the health and 
quality of life for all Dublin 
residents. It’s a great way 
for people to join together in 
meeting mutually-benefi cial 
goals.”

Community members are 
encouraged to form teams 
of 2-10 people. Teams will 
be competing against teams 
of similar size (i.e., 2-3, 
4-6, 7-10 members). Tro-
phies will be awarded to the 
winning teams from each 
category, based on average 
number of steps walked per 
team.

The cost to participate is 
$10 for the fi rst 400 regis-
trants. After that, the price 
increases to $16 per par-
ticipant. Teams may register 
at www.livehealthydublin.
com, choosing the promo 
code, LHDUBLIN. Partici-
pants are also encouraged to 
jump-start their walking pro-
gram by registering for the 
St. Patrick’s Day “Shamrock 
5K Fun Run/Walk” at www.
dublin.ca.gov/funrun.

For more information, 
contact Dublin Parks and 
Community Services at 
(925) 556-4500

Photographer Susan Broughton sent this photo of a 
fountain created when a car ran into a hydrant. The 
photo was taken at noon on Tuesday across from 
Costco.
 

Hobby Lobby Stores, a 
privately held national retail 
chain of crafts and home de-
cor stores, has signed a lease 
to open a store in Dublin. 
Construction is set to begin 
soon on this 60,000 square-
foot building, formerly oc-
cupied by Expo Design Cen-
ter, located in Dublin Place 
Shopping Center at 7050 
Amador Plaza Road.

Hobby Lobby currently 
has 19 stores in California. 
The Dublin store will bring 
about 35 to 50 jobs to the 
community paying $14 per 
hour for full time and $9.50 
per hour for part-time as-
sociates. 

“Dublin and its surround-
ing area, have many vibrant 
crafting communities that 
we look forward to serving. 
We are very pleased to be-
come an integral part of yet 
another community by pro-
viding new jobs, exceptional 
selection and value in the 
craft and home decor market, 
and revitalizing an empty 
facility, all of which enables 
us to share in the economic 
growth of both the state and 
the community,” stated John 
Schumacher, Assistant Vice 
President of Advertising.

 For more information 
about Hobby Lobby, go to 
www.hobbylobby.com.

Hobby Lobby 
Plans Store 
In Dublin
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL 
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000                                                      

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486634
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Brite Farms, 
1811 Santa Rita Rd #102,  
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
CAS InterGlobal LLC, 1811 
Santa Rita Rd #102, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Keliang Zhu, COO of CAS 
InterGlobal LLC
This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on January 7, 2014. 
Expires January 7, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3593.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486871
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Vasco Ur-
bano Wine Company, 2245C 
South Vasco Rd,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
WGG Enterprises, LLC, 
2245C South Vasco Rd, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above..
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jeffery H. Cranor, Presi-
dent
This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 14, 
2014. Expires January 14, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3594.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 468448
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Transporter 
Cab, 3221 Leahy Way,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Saidal Kaviyani, 3221 Leahy 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fi ctitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Saidal Kaviyani

This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 17, 
2014. Expires January 17, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3595.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486397
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Russian 
Hill Press, 166 Anna Maria 
St,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Paula Chinick, 166 Anna Ma-
ria St, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fi ctitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Paula C. Chinick
This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on January 2, 2014. 
Expires January 2, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3596.  Published  January 
23, 30, February 6, 13, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487145
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bio-Balance 
Stress Relief, 4049 First 
Street #236,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Stacy Rago, 2292 Cabernet 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Stacy Rago
This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 23, 
2014. Expires January 23, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3597.  Published  January 
30, February 6, 13, 20, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487120
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Roof Max, 7275 
National Dr. Ste. B,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Yorkshire Roofi ng of North-
ern California Inc, 7275 Na-
tional Dr. Ste. B, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fi ctitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/14/14.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kenneth Falconi, Presi-
dent

This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 22, 
2014. Expires January 22, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3598.  Published  January 
30, February 6, 13, 20, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 486933
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Property 
Management By Owners, 
2615 Trevor Pkwy,  Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Yufan Zhu, 2615 Trevor 
Pkwy, Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above..
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Yufan Zhu
This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 16, 
2014. Expires January 16, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3599.  Published  February 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487223
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Scotsman 
Realty Group, 2587 Skim-
mer Court,  Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Gordon Corsie, 2587 Skim-
mer Court, Pleasanton, CA 
94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fi ctitious business name(s) 
listed above on 7/13/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Gordon Corsie
This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 24, 
2014. Expires January 24, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3600.  Published  February 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 487228
The following person(s) doing 
business as: SuryaSolar Inc., 
5150 S. Forestdale Circle,  
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
SuryaSolar Inc., 5150 S. 
Forestdale Circle, Dublin, 
CA 94568
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fi ctitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/15/2014.
Signature of Registrants

:s/: Chetan H. Patel, CEO
This statement was fi led 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on January 24, 
2014. Expires January 24, 
2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3601.  Published  February 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2014.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 (925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED

WANTED 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT 

for Livermore-based 
Financial Advisor

15 to 20 hours/week
Salary based on experience

Call (925)443-2800

TEQTRON, Inc SEEKS: 

Sr. Software Engineers – 
Integration Solutions in SOA 

Software Engineers – 
Windchill PLM 

Software Engineers – 
Agile PLM 

Work in Livermore, CA. 
Travel and/or relocation to 
various unanticipated loca-

tions throughout the 
US may be required. 

Resume to: 
256 Snider Court

Livermore, CA 94550

56) ADULT CARE

LVN

$18.50/hour plus 
$10/shift gas allowance

In home care for 
disabled man in Gustine

Please call 
(209)854-6033

Independent Contractors 
Wanted 

Senior Home Health Care 
Must have experience 
Senior Solutions, Inc 

(925)443-3101

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD
Call  (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE
127) LOST/ FOUND

FOUND
WHITE MALE PUPPY

Mines Road area
Livermore
Please call 

(925)447-3525

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
157) HOUSE/CONDO/DU-
PLEX/APT RENTAL

Small One-bedroom 
APARTMENT

Available March 1, 2014
2767 Carmen Ave

Livermore
No smokers, No druggies

Credit ck
Water & garbage incl

$1000

(925)838-2919

Inland Valley 
Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

Classifi ed Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. 

IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law.

Don't Miss Out on the 
News in 2014 . . .

Sign up for free delivery* of 

If you are not yet a subscriber, 
please take the time to sign 

up now! Respond back today!
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Shallow (pictured) and Makita were recently surrendered 

to us after their family could no longer care for them. They 

are four year old boxers who know all simple commands 

such as sit, stay, and shake. They both love to be with 

people and enjoy spending time with each other. If you are 

looking for a well-trained dog who will be your best friend, 

look no further. For more information, call  925-426-8656 

or go online to www.valleyhumane.org or www.facebook.

com/ValleyHumaneSociety to see other adoptable dogs and 

cats. Valley Humane Society is located at 3670 Nevada Street 

in Pleasanton. Photo by Melissa Bonnel

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Friends and family gathered to welcome home Marine Lance Corporal  Anthony Fernandes (AJ) of Livermore. 

He is returning from deployment in Afghanistan. AJ serves with the  HMLA-469 Helicopter Squadron, Marine Air 

Group 39, 3rd Marine Air Wing. The ceremony was hosted by the Livermore Military Families organization.  He 

was met at a downtown business, then escorted to his home.

County Fair 

Manager Will 

Lead State Fair
Rick Pickering, who 

has managed the Alameda 

County Fair in Pleasanton 

for the past 14 years, will 

have a new job on Dec. 28 

-- manager of the California 

State Fair.
Pickering said that he is 

looking forward to the chal-

lenge of helping the state 

fair, known as Cal Expo, rise 

again in attendance.

The state fair reported 

more than 1 million in at-

tendance at a peak about 10 

years ago, said Pickering. 

That number has declined 

steadily to 736,000 in 2011, 

according to Venues Today, 

a publication devoted to 

coverage of the sports and 

entertainment industry's live 

locations.
Cal Expo attendance de-

clined because of tougher 

economic times in the Sac-

ramento area.  

Pickering will replace 

Norb Bartosik, who is re-

tiring. He will face a new 

set of circumstances at Cal 

Expo. The county fair is a 

non-profit, and has paid its 

own way for many years, 

including the capital im-

provements to facilities. The 

fair is run by directors from 

throughout the county, who 

hire the general manager. 

Cal Expo is owned by 

the state, so state money is 

used, although the objective 

is for the fair to be self-sup-

porting, said Pickering. The 

governor appoints the board 

of directors.

Pickering said that his 

proudest achievements at 

the county fair have been 

"so many things we have 

done so very well to become 

the fastest growing fair in 

North America in the past 

four years."
Pickering credited his 

staff, the 26-member fair 

board, and the support he has 

received from other officials 

and the community for the 

success.
"There are more than 

3000 fairs in North America. 

We are ranked 33rd, which 

puts us in the top 1 percent," 

said Pickering.  

In addition to being a lo-

cation for the fair in summer, 

and the stabling of horses 

year-round, the fairgrounds 

in Pleasanton play host to 

community events and com-

mercial shows more than 

300 days each year.

Success is "all about the 

people that surround you. 

There is not much great-

ness without them," said 

Pickering. The fair em-

ployees 82 full-time staff 

members, and 400 part-time 

workers, such as  parking 

attendants and grounds- 

keepers.
During fair time, 1000 

volunteers are added, and 

2000 business partners. He 

is aware of the numbers, 

because "each day, they 

are looking for something 

to eat. We become a city 

overnight."
Pickering many fair man-

agement honors include the 

presidency of the Western 

Fairs Association, and up-

coming induction into its 

Hall of Fame.

Pickering is proud that 

during his tenure, the county 

fair began many green poli-

cies. The site's green waste -

- grass clippings and leaves -

- is made into ground mulch, 

(See PICKERING, page 6)

2012 was a significant 

year at Axis Community 

Health, with more people 

using services than ever be-

fore.  Axis provided 38,000 

medical visits; 7,000 mental 

health visits for children, 

adults and families; 4,800 

teen drug and alcohol visits; 

22,000 adult drug and alco-

hol visits; and 36,000 WIC 

nutrition visits. 

“Each month, 300 new 

medical patients came to 

Axis,” said Sue Compton, 

Axis CEO.  “To meet this 

need, we expanded evening 

and weekend hours.  In 

fact, the need for affordable 

primary medical care is so 

acute, particularly for low-

income and uninsured Tri-

Valley residents, that we’ve 

begun planning for an ad-

ditional clinic set to open in 

2014, which will double our 

service capacity.”  

Axis purchased a build-

ing at 5925 W. Las Positas 

Blvd. in Hacienda Business 

Park. When renovated it 

will include 28 exam rooms, 

8 mental health counseling 

rooms, a pharmacy and 

other services.  The overall 

project cost is $9 million.  

The new facility will signifi-

cantly impact healthcare in 

the Tri-Valley.  More people 

will be able to access pri-

mary and preventive care, 

resulting in better health 

outcomes.  When people 

Axis 
Growing 
to Meet 
The Need

(See AXIS, page 12)

The Dublin City Council 

approved a revised plan for 

the Moller Ranch subdivi-

sion, reducing its density, 

and giving the green light 

to two important open space 

areas.
The council voted unani-

mously for the change at its 

Dec. 18 meeting. Included 

in the vote were an altera-

tion in the East Dublin plan 

and the General Plan, and 

approval of  a supplemental 

environmental impact report 

Dublin Sees Vineyard Potential, Major 

Open Space in OK for Moller Ranch

(EIR). 
The Moller subdivision 

was approved five years 

ago. The new plan reduces 

maximum allowed density 

from a maximum of 684 to 

478 homes. 

Developer Braddock and 

Logan's plan comes in well 

below that cap, with 370 

single family homes pro-

posed for 79.6 acres, for an 

average density of 4.6 units 

per acre.
The total Moller Ranch 

parcel is 236 acres. It is com-

prised of 7.6 acres in creek-

side trail open space, 1 acre  

neighborhood park, and 136 

acres of rural residential/ag-

ricultural open space.

The 136 acres is not 

zoned for dedicated open 

space, but given the agri-

cultural zoning in hopes that 

it would attract vineyard 

operators. That would add 

to the Valley industry and 

nicely complement the ag-

ricultural historical theme of 

the whole development, said 

city officials.

POTENTIAL FOR 1650

ACRES FOR E.B.R.P.D.

The most significant open 

space connected to Moller 

Ranch is 1650 acres north 

and east of the development, 

just outside the city. 

That land is projected 

to go to East Bay Regional 

Park District (EBRPD), and 

serve as an open space buffer 

for northeast Dublin.

The land would link to 

other EBRD holdings in 

adjacent Contra Costa Coun-

ty, forming an even larger 

holding that would provide 

recreational activities for the 

Tri-Valley. 

Ayn Wieskamp, the Val-

ley's representative on the 

EBRPD board, told the In-

dependent, "We don't have 

the land yet. There has been 

a lot of discussion at the city 

council. The council wants it 

to happen. There has to be an 

(See DUBLIN, page 4)

California utilities will 

use the advanced technolo-

gies and expertise of Law-

rence Livermore National 

Laboratory to improve the 

efficiency, security and 

safety of the state’s utility 

systems under an agreement 

approved last Thursday by 

the California Public Utili-

ties Commission (CPUC). 

The agreement will provide 

up to $150 million in fund-

ing over five years. 

The CPUC approved 

funding for a five-year re-

search and development 

agreement between Pacific 

Gas and Electric Company, 

Southern California Edi-

son Company, San Diego 

Gas and Electric Company, 

and Lawrence Livermore 

(LLNL). The grant will 

provide the utilities with 

access to LLNL techno-

logical capabilities, such as 

supercomputing, and related 

domain expertise in engi-

neering and applied science. 

The collaborative project 

will tap LLNL expertise 

to develop new tools and 

techniques to address chal-

lenges California faces as it 

implements its clean energy 

policy agenda.

Called California Energy 

Systems for the 21st Century 

(CES-21), the initiative is 

expected to yield benefits 

including: creation of the 

tools needed by California 

to achieve aggressive renew-

able energy and greenhouse 

gas goals; application of the 

country’s most sophisticated 

cyber security technology 

to the state’s energy grid, 

which relies increasingly on 

digital systems; planning for 

widespread deployment of 

electric transportation; and 

helping to build a smarter 

energy system that will ac-

California Utilities Partner with Lawrence 

Livermore to Improve State’s Energy Grid

(See ENERGY GRID, page 4)

Castlewood Country Club 

will appeal a National Labor 

Relations Board (NLRB) 

ruling that declared its lock-

out of union employees to 

be illegal.
Unite Here Local 2850 

president Wei-Ling Huber 

told The Independent that 

she received a courtesy call 

from Castlewood manager 

Jerry Olson notifying her of 

the filing.
The appeal was turned in 

Dec. 21, the last day that it 

could be.
At issue in the appeal is 

whether or not the manage-

Castlewood Appeals 

Ruling on Lockout
ment lockout during contract 

negotiations in 2010 was 

legal or not. An NLRB judge 

ruled that it was illegal.  

Castlewood disputes that 

finding.
If the illegality of the 

lockout stands, Castlewood 

would have to pay the locked 

out employees the wages 

they would have earned be-

fore they came back to work 

Oct. 16, some 25 months 

after the lockout began.

Some of the 61 employ-

ees went on to other jobs 

at some point during the 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Dawn softened the colors of the hills as seen from May Nissen Road.

(See LOCKOUT, page 4)

During the first  six 

months of 2012, Pleasanton 

rezoned properties for high 

density affordable housing, 

meeting the requirements 

of a lawsuit settlement with 

Urban Habitat and the State 

Attorney General's office. 

First Half of 2012  Pleasanton Rezoned Land; Livermore Focused on Creating Jobs

Also in Pleasanton, candi-

dates began filing for vacant 

seats on the city council and 

for mayor.

Livermore continued its 

focus on developing high 

tech jobs through coop-

eration with the national 

laboratories. In answering a 

survey, residents found the 

city to be a great place to live 

and raise a family. The city 

again served as a host for the 

Amgen Tour of California 

bicycle race. 

Dublin launched a new 

event that included wine, 

food, and fun. 

JANUARY 2012

The Alameda County 

Transportation Commission 

(ACTC) held a workshop 

on December 16 to develop 

a final draft for the Trans-

portation Expenditure Plan 

(TEP), which would deter-

mine how monies collected 

through Measure B1 would 

be spent over the next 30 

(See 2012, page 3)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Friends and family gathered to welcome home Marine Lance Corporal  Anthony Fernandes (AJ) of Livermore. 

He is returning from deployment in Afghanistan. AJ serves with the  HMLA-469 Helicopter Squadron, Marine Air 

Group 39, 3rd Marine Air Wing. The ceremony was hosted by the Livermore Military Families organization.  He 

was met at a downtown business, then escorted to his home.

health visits for children, 

adults and families; 4,800 

teen drug and alcohol visits; 

22,000 adult drug and alco-

hol visits; and 36,000 WIC 

nutrition visits. 

“Each month, 300 new 

medical patients came to 

Axis,” said Sue Compton, 

Axis CEO.  “To meet this 

need, we expanded evening 

and weekend hours.  In 

fact, the need for affordable 

primary medical care is so 

acute, particularly for low-

income and uninsured Tri-

Valley residents, that we’ve 

begun planning for an ad-

ditional clinic set to open in 

was met at a downtown business, then escorted to his home.

ditional clinic set to open in 

For new subscription:  

 Online:  Visit www.independentnewsfree.com

 Phone:  Call us at (925) 243-8014.

*Subscription is FREE to residents of Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton & Sunol.

EMPLOYMENT 
ADS 

Reach Tri-Valley 
homes & businesses 

with an ad 
in The Independent 
Classified Section 

every week.  
The Independent 

mails your ads into 
businesses & homes.

Call 243-8000 for 
information.
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For two days only, Silver 
Restoration Expert  DaNeen 
Bryan will be at our store to 
provide free recommenda-
tions  and estimates on 
bringing new life back to 
your old sterling & sil-

verplated heirlooms.  Missing parts replaced.  
Broken pieces repaired.  Sterling silver polished.  
Replating too!  You’ll love entertaining again with 
your family silver or just having it restored to pass 
along to the next generation.  So gather up your 
old silver today and come save 20% off! 

Are you proud to use &  
display your family silver...or 
do you hide it away because 

it’s old or broken? 

25-Year Warranty on Replating 

After 

Before 

Silver Restoration Event  
SAVE 20%  
2 Days Only! 

No appointment necessary 

Thu & Fri, Feb 20 & 21  •  10:00 - 5:00    
4870 Dublin Blvd (Hacienda Crossings) 

Dublin  •  925-452-1700  

Specializing In 
Deceased Stock Removal Large & Small 

Transportation to UC Davis and to Crematories
Janice Pementel (925) 997-1387

Discover the amazing secrets of a Mediterranean chef! 
Join us in a joyous celebration of Mediterranean fusion 
in downtown Livermore. We’ve paired culinary excel-

lence with the best service in town to create the ultimate dining 
experience. Highlighted by fresh local ingredients and seasonal 
tastes, our menu boasts an exquisite selection of regional favor-
ites from the Middle East, North Africa, and Southern Europe. 
Featuring exotic meat entrees, vegetarian/vegan favorites, celiac 
and special diet needs, and an 85% gluten-free menu.

1770 First Street, Livermore  (925) 243-1477
www.casbahexotic.com

2266 Kittyhawk Rd, Livermore, CA 94551
www.livermoreautogroup.com

925.294.7700

Call for details. Retail purchases only. Up to 5 quarts of 
Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend oil & filter. Diesel & Ford GT Extra. 

Taxes & hazard fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded.
Please present coupon at time service order is written. May not be 

combined with other coupons, discounts or advertised specials.
WITH THIS COUPON • Expires 2/28/14.

•  Motorcraft® Premium Synthetic 
   blend oil & filter change  
•  Rotate 4 Tires  
•  Check Air & Cabin Air Filter  
•  Brake Inspection  
•  Fluid Top-Off  
•  Battery Test  
•  Filter Check  
•  Belts & Hoses Check

$1995

Lube, Oil & Filter, 
& Tire Rotation  

NOW

After $10 Mail-In Rebate

Buy Four Select Tires
Get Up To A $130 Rebate

 Dealer-installed, retail purchases only. Limit one redemption per customer.
Rebate by prepaid debit card or apply to an active Owner Advantage Rewards® account.
Offer valid between 2/01/14 and 3/31/14. Submit rebates by 4/30/14. Cannot be combined 
with any other tire manufacturer-sponsored or Ford Service Credit Card rebate/offer. 
Expires 3/31/2014

$18995NOW

Regularly $249
Per-axle price on most vehicles. Exclusions apply. Taxes extra. Please present coupon at time of write-up. 

May not be combined with any other coupons, discounts or advertised specials. See participating dealership for details.
 WITH THIS COUPON • Expires 2/28/14. 

MOTORCRAFT®COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE  
• Brake pads or shoes
• Machining rotors or drums
• Labor included
No Appointment Needed Between 
7:30am-3:30pm, Monday-Friday

 

•  Pirelli - $80
•  Michelin - $70
•  Goodyear - $60
•  Dunlop - $60

 

•  Yokohama - $60
•  Bridgestone - $60
•  General - $50
•  Firestone - $40

 
NEW Ford Service/Quick Lane
Credit Card Tire Rebate Offer

 

Additional $50 credit card rebate by prepaid debit card to 
purchase 4 participating name-brand tires (listed above). 
Subject to credit approval. Complete purchase must be made 
on the Ford Service Credit Card. Expires 3/31/14

By Carol Graham
When 7th-grader John 

Mario Molitoris heard an 
announcement over Men-
denhall Middle School's 
loudspeaker last Septem-
ber, he decided to take 
action. 

"I went to the offi ce and 
picked up information," 
he said, after hearing of 
the Josefa Higuera Liver-
more (JHL) Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) an-
nual essay contest.  "I was 
reading a book at the time 
on Henry Knox (a military 
offi cer and the fi rst U.S. 
Secretary of War in the late 
1700s).  I decided to look 
at the Revolutionary War 
through the life of a boy 
apprenticed to Knox." 

John's essay earned him 
top honors for his grade, 
making him one of six 
students to be honored at a 
JHL Awards Ceremony on 
February 1st.

Writing under the 
prompt "The Lives of Chil-
dren During the American 
Revolution," John said of 
his research, "I learned 
what it was like for young 
boys growing up during 
that time. It was a hard life 
for them.  They saw a lot 
of hardship and misery, and 
were forced to get involved 
and grow up fast.  They did 
not have much of a child-
hood."

Gaining such aware-
ness and appreciation is 
what the DAR's American 
History Essay Contest is all 
about.  It was established 
to encourage young people 
to learn about the nation's 
history in an engaging, 
creative way.    

The other grade-level 
winners include Abigail 
Doyle, Altamont Creek 

A Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory physi-
cist and his colleagues have 
found a new application for 
the tools and mathematics 
typically used in physics 
to help solve problems in 
biology.

Specifically, the team 
used statistical mechanics 
and mathematical modeling 
to shed light on something 
known as epigenetic mem-
ory -- how an organism can 
create a biological memory 
of some variable condition, 
such as quality of nutrition 
or temperature.

“The work highlights the 
interdisciplinary nature of 
modern molecular biology, 
in particular, how the tools 
and models from mathemat-
ics and physics can help 
clarify problems in biology,” 
said Ken Kim, an LLNL 
physicist and one of the au-
thors of a paper appearing in 
the Feb. 7 issue of Physical 
Review Letters.

Not all characteristics 
of living organisms can be 
explained by their genes 
alone. Epigenetic processes 
react with great sensitivity to 
genes’ immediate biochemi-
cal surroundings. Further, 
they pass those reactions on 
to the next generation.

The team’s work on the 
dynamics of histone protein 

Pictured are (front, from left) Taylor Freitas, Abigail Doyle, Niharika Singh; (middle);  Megan Johnston, Regent 
Pat Moore; and (back row) Karissa Beran, and John Mario Molitoris. Photo - Regina Molitoris

Mendenhall Student Takes Top Honors in DAR Contest
Elementary School, 5th 
grade; Taylor Freitas, East 
Avenue Middle School, 6th 
grade; and Megan John-
ston, East Avenue Middle 
School, 8th grade.  Each 
student won $100, while 
each of their supporting 
teachers was awarded $50. 

At the high school level, 
seniors participated in 
the Good Citizens Essay 
Contest, with the writing 
prompt "Our American 
Heritage and Our Respon-
sibility to Preserve It: 
How does one's personal 
heritage affect one's duties 
to our nation?"  They were 
also required to submit 
transcripts, a personal 
statement and two recom-
mendations. 

Granada High School's 
Karissa Beran won fi rst 
place, earning $1,000, and 
Livermore High School's 
Niharika Singh came in 
second, earning $500.  

"I heard about the con-
test from Granada's schol-
arship specialist Danielle 
Mintz," said Karissa, who 
will begin taking courses 
at Las Positas College 
this summer after having 
completed high school in 
just three years. "I gained 
confi dence in my abilities 
after winning this award.  I 
felt that others appreciate 
the hard work I put into 
educating myself.  I feel 
more confi dent graduating 
early and being only 16 
when starting college."

Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution, founded 
in 1890 and headquartered 
in Washington, D.C., is a 
lineage-based, non-profi t, 
non-political volunteer 
women's service organiza-
tion dedicated to promot-
ing patriotism, preserving 
American history, and 

ensuring the nation's strong 
future by supporting educa-
tion. 

"It's an organization 
whose members have an-
cestors that directly helped 
the colonies gain freedom 
from the British," said JHL 
Chapter member Grare Da-
vis.  "It's good being a part 
of an organization that val-
ues and supports education 
to the extent that it does.  
We are proud to be able to 
support these students on 
their journey."

The essay contests are 
open to students in public, 
private, and parochial 
schools, and home-study 

programs.  Essays are 
judged for historical ac-
curacy, adherence to the 
topic, organization, origi-
nality, spelling, grammar 
and punctuation.  

"The quality of these 
essays is exemplary," said 
contest Chairperson Kim 
Salch.  "For the most part, 
these students have lived 
their entire lives in Liver-
more and are products of 
local schools.  Livermore 
should be proud of their 
community, schools and 
students."

Eighth-grade winner 
Megan said she enjoyed 
gaining in-depth under-

standing about the Ameri-
can Revolution.  "I think 
this part of our history is 
more prominent on the east 
coast, so contests like this 
raise awareness about this 
era," she said. "I would 
also like to acknowledge 
the generosity of this orga-
nization." 

John, who fi rst won the 
contest as a fi fth grader, 
agreed.  "The ladies at the 
Josefa Higuera Livermore 
Chapter put a great effort 
into running the competi-

tion every year and it mo-
tivates me to do my very 
best, " he said. 

Since John's essay also 
won for the district, he's 
now in the running to win 
at the state level.  "As I was 
reading my essay at the 
awards ceremony, I looked 
at my parents and saw my 
mom crying and my dad 
looking really proud," he 
added.  "That made it all 
worthwhile."

 For more information, 
visit www.dar.org. 

New Applications of Physics Tools Used in Biology
modification is central to 
epigenetics. Like genetic 
changes, epigenetic changes 
are preserved when a cell 
divides. Histone proteins 
were once thought to be 
static, structural compo-
nents in chromosomes, but 
recent studies have shown 
that histones play an impor-
tant dynamical role in the 
machinery responsible for 
epigenetic regulation.

When histones undergo 
chemical alterations (histone 
modifi cation) as a result of 
some external stimulus, they 
trigger short-term biological 
memory of that stimulus 
within a cell, which can be 
passed down to its daughter 
cells. This memory also can 
be reversed after a few cell 
division cycles.

Epigenetic modifi cations 
are essential in the develop-
ment and function of cells, 
but also play a key role in 
cancer, according to Jian-
hua Xing, a former LLNL 
postdoc and current profes-
sor at Virginia Tech. “For 
example, changes in the 

epigenome can lead to the 
activation or deactivation of 
signaling pathways that can 
lead to tumor formation,” 
Xing added.

The molecular mecha-
nism underlying epigenetic 
memory involves complex 
interactions between his-
tones, DNA and enzymes, 
which produce modifi cation 
patterns that are recognized 
by the cell. To gain insight 
into such complex systems, 
the team constructed a math-
ematical model that captures 
the essential features of the 
histone-induced epigenetic 
memory. 

The model highlights 
the “engineering” challenge 
a cell must constantly face 
during molecular recogni-
tion. It is analogous to re-
storing a picture with miss-
ing parts. The molecular 
properties of a species have 
been evolutionarily selected 
to allow them to “reason” 
what the missing parts are 
based on incomplete infor-
mation pattern inherited 

from the mother cell.
The research team in-

cludes Tech graduate stu-
dents Hang Zhang and Ab-
hishek Mukhopadhyay and 
postdoc researcher Xiao-Jun 
Tian also of Virginia Tech, 
and Yujin Kim of Foothill 
High School in Pleasanton. 
During this research project, 
Xing served as a mentor to 
Yujin Kim.

The research is supported 
by National Science Foun-
dation grants.
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Author Leslie Klinger 
presents a program with 
the theme "Introducing Mr. 
Sherlock Holmes." It will 
be held starting  at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 23, 2014 
at the Livermore Public Li-
brary Civic Center, 1188 S. 
Livermore Avenue.  There 
is no charge for this event.

Explore the life and times 
of Mr. Sherlock Holmes, 
the world’s first consulting 
detective and find out how 
Holmes continues to inspire 
and fascinate more than 125 

Murder in the Library: 
Dewey Decimated. will take 
place on Saturday, February 
22, 2014 from 7-9:30pm at 
the Livermore Public Li-
brary Civic Center, 1188 S. 
Livermore Avenue.  

This special Livermore 
Reads Together event is for 
adults 21 and over. Tick-
ets are available for $10 
per person at the Friends 
of the Library Bookstore 
located in the Civic Center 
Library.  Light refreshments 
and wine (with ID) will be 
served.

Dewey has been found 
“decimated” at the Liver-
more Public Library.  Help 
is needed to uncover the 
killer – interview suspects 
and collaborate with  fellow 
detectives to solve the crime 
during this special evening 
of murder, mystery and 
mayhem.   

Murder on the Menu® 
, with over 28 years of in-
teractive mystery entertain-
ment in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, California, and 
the U.S., designs mystery 
plots for corporate meet-
ings, incentive programs, 
appreciation dinners, hotel 
openings, fundraisers, con-
ventions and more.  Janet 
Rudolph and her profes-
sional actors will present a 
customized murder mystery 
event.

This program is part of 
Livermore Reads Together 
2014, a community-wide 
reading program featuring 
Laurie R. King’s The Bee-
keeper’s Apprentice.   The 
community of Livermore 
is encouraged to join their 
neighbors by participating 
in the Livermore Reads 

Readers’ Theater: The 
Beekeeper’s Apprentice 
will be presented on Thurs-
day, February 20, 2014 at 7 
p.m. at the Livermore Pub-
lic Library Civic Center.

The library is located 
1188 S. Livermore Avenue.  
There is no charge for this 
event.

Together events for chil-
dren and adults during the 
month of February 2014.  
Copies of books and event 
schedules are available at 
all Livermore Public Library 
locations.  Livermore Reads 

Together is   sponsored by 
The Friends of the Liver-
more Library.  

For additional events 
check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.
net.

                                                     

years after he first appeared 
in Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
stories.

Leslie Klinger is consid-
ered one of the world’s fore-
most authorities on Sherlock 
Holmes and Dracula.  A 
member of the infamous 
Baker Street Irregulars, he 
served as technical advi-
sor on the film Sherlock 
Holmes: A Game of Shad-
ows and co-edited A Study 
in Sherlock with Laurie R. 
King.

This program is part of 

Livermore Reads Together 
2014, a community-wide 
reading program featur-
ing Laurie R. King’s The 
Beekeeper’s Apprentice.   
Copies of  books and event 
schedules are available at 
all Livermore Library loca-
tions.  Livermore Reads To-
gether is sponsored by The 
Friends of the Livermore 
Library.  

For additional events 
check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.
net.

                                                     

Readers’ Theater of 
Shakespeare’s Associates 
takes the viewer inside the 
world of The Beekeeper’s 

Apprentice.  From their first 
meeting to their final case, 
meet Sherlock Holmes and 

Author Leslie Klinger Introduces 
Mr. Sherlock Holmes

Readers' Theater Presentation Of  'The 
Beekeeper's Apprentice' at the Library

(continued on page 2)

Solve a Mystery at the 
Livermore Library
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Livermore Valley Opera will showcase talented opera 
singers who will appear in the March production of Ros-
sini’s “Cinderella” in three free OperaLIVE! events in the 
Tri-Valley.   

The first performance will take place at 2 p.m. on Sun., 
Feb. 23 at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic Drive. The per-
formance is sponsored by Friends of the Dublin Library.

On Sun., March 2 at 2 p.m. the program will be pre-
sented at the Livermore Library, 1188 South Livermore 
Ave. Friends of the Livermore Library sponsor the event.

 The final presentation is set for 2 p.m. on Sun., March 
9 at the Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal Avenue. The 
performance is sponsored by Friends of the Pleasanton 
Library. 

“OperaLIVE! events are free, public events that are all 
about bringing opera to the community so that people who 
might not otherwise have the opportunity can experience 
the music and drama in an intimate public setting,” says 
LVO President Jim Schmidt.  “We hope that the experi-
ence will encourage people to seek out other opera and 

his protégé Mary Russell as 
she learns the tricks of Sher-
lock’s trade and becomes a 
formidable detective in her 
own right. Volunteers from 
Shakespeare’s Associates 
offer this readers’ theater 
rendition of The Beekeep-
er’s Apprentice, directed by 
Donna Blevins.

 This program is part of 

The Puppet Art Theater Company will perform from 4 to 5:30 p.m. on February 21 in 
the Storytime Room at the Livermore Civic Center Library, 1188 So. Livermore Avenue.

Come and watch the story unfold as Princess Penny does her best to untangle the mystery 
surrounding a dragon spotted in the royal kingdom. What will she find? Come and find out.

This free event is appropriate for preschool aged children through fourth grade. Tale 
of a Dragon’s Tail is part of the 2014 Livermore Reads Together program held annually 
in February.  

To find out more about the reading program please call the Children’s Department at 
925-373-5504, or visit the library’s website at www.livermorelibrary.net.

musical opportunities.”
 The library performances occur prior to each opera 

production. Over the years attendance expands.  It’s one 
of many outreach programs LVO offers which include 
visits by singers to schools in Livermore, Pleasanton, and 
Dublin.

The one-hour performances will feature the profes-
sional opera singers who will appear in “Cinderella.” The 
performances will include various arias and duets from 
the opera as well as other selections.  The Dublin Library 
event will feature soprano Emma McNairy (Clorinda, 
Cinderella’s oldest stepsister) and baritone Daniel Cilli 
(Dandini, the Prince’s valet).  Both March events will 
feature mezzo soprano Shirin Eskandani (Angelina a.k.a 
Cinderella), and Pleasanton native, tenor Marco Stefani 
(Prince Ramiro).  In addition, Stage Director Bruce Don-
nell will share insights to his vision of LVO’s production 
of “Cinderella” during the March programs. 

 “The singers will perform selections from Rossini’s 
romantic and comedic opera providing listeners a taste 
of the wonderful talent that they will hear at the Bank-
head Theater when ‘Cinderella’ opens March 15,” adds 
Schmidt. 

 A question and answer period follows immediately 
after the performance.  “The singers are always more 
than happy to answer questions about opera, what it’s like 
to sing opera and be on stage,” says Gary Sears, LVO’s 
Outreach Coordinator who manages OperaLIVE.  “These 
library programs provide great opportunities to hear in-
credibly talented artists perform in intimate settings.”

 For more details on the full production of “Cinder-
ella” and the library preview programs, please visit www.
livermorevalleyopera.com.

 

Livermore Valley 
Opera’s Free OperaLIVE! 

to Preview March 
Production of 'Cinderella'

Livermore Reads Together 
2014, a community-wide 
reading program featuring 
Laurie R. King’s The Bee-
keeper’s Apprentice.   The 
community of Livermore 
is encouraged to join their 
neighbors by participating 
in the Livermore Reads 
Together events for chil-
dren and adults during the 

month of February 2014.  
Copies of  books and event 
schedules are available at all 
Livermore Public Library 
locations.  Livermore Reads 
Together is sponsored by 
The Friends of the Liver-
more Library.  

For additional events 
check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.net.

                                                

READING
(continued from front page)

The Puppet Art Theater Company to Perform 
'Tale of a Dragon's Tail' at the Library

Performing will be (from left) Shirin Eskandani, Bruce 
Donnell and Emma NcNairy.
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Grammy Award-
winning guitarist Sharon 
Isbin unites her classical 
technique and stylish ap-
proach to jazz in “Guitar 
Passions,” an evening of  
Latin music at the Bank-
head Theater on Tuesday, 
February 25, 2014. 

Isbin and jazz master 
Stanley Jordan will join to-
gether with Brazilian jazz 
guitarist Romero Lubambo 
to present an eclectic and 
contemporary blend of 
the musical infl uences of 
Brazil, Paraguay, Argen-
tina, Colombia and Spain. 
Tickets for the single 
performance of “Guitar 
Passions” range from $36 
to $55 for adults and $15 
for students.

Isbin was named “Best 
Classical Guitarist” by 
Guitar Player magazine. 
She has released more than 
25 albums from Baroque, 
Spanish/Latin and 20th 
Century styles, to cross-
over and jazz-fusion. 

A three-time Grammy 
Award winner, she won 
her fi rst for instrumental 
soloist performance on 
“Dreams of a World” 
in 2000, becoming the 
fi rst classical guitarist to 
receive a Grammy in 28 
years. She followed that 
with a second Grammy for 
the world premiere record-
ing of concerti written for 
her by Christopher Rouse 
and Tan Dun, and a third 
for “Journey to the New 
World” with folk legend 
Joan Baez and violinist 
Mark O’Connor, which 
spent 63 consecutive 
weeks on the Billboard 
charts in 2009.

Isbin’s credits are as 
varied as they are ex-
tensive. In addition to 

Multi-Grammy Award-Winning Guitarist 
Sharon Isbin Brings Latin Music to the Bankhead  

performing with major 
symphony orchestras 
around the world, she has 
expanded the guitar reper-
toire with some of the fi n-
est new works of this cen-
tury, commissioning and 
premiering more concerti 
than any other guitarist, as 
well as solo and chamber 
works. Her collaborations 
have included work with 
numerous musicians across 
multiple genres, and she 
was the featured soloist on 
the soundtrack for Martin 
Scorsese’s Academy Award 

winning fi lm “The De-
parted,” starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Matt Damon. 
Born in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, Isbin began her 
guitar studies at the age of 
nine and went on to receive 
both a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree from the 
Yale School of Music. She 
is the author of The Clas-
sical Guitar Answer Book 
and director of the guitar 
departments at the Aspen 
Music Festival and The Jul-
liard School.

Released in 2011, Is-

bin’s latest album “Sharon 
Isbin and Friends: Guitar 
Passions” features Stan-
ley Jordan and Romero 
Lubambo, with whom 
she will be performing in 
Livermore, as well as such 
other guitar greats as Steve 
Vai, Steve Morse, and 
Nancy Wilson. 

Since the start of his  
career, Jordan has been a 
musical chameleon. Born 
in Chicago, but raised in 
the San Francisco Bay 
Area, he started playing 
the piano but switched to 
guitar by the time he was 
11. 

Jordan has become 
known for a style that is 
infused with openness, 
imagination, and versatili-
ty. He expresses himself in 
bold reinventions of clas-
sical masterpieces, soulful 
explorations of pop-rock 
hits,  straight-ahead jazz 
forays, and ultramodern 
improvisational works.

Lubambo arrived in 
the United States from 
Rio de Janeiro in 1985 
bringing a fresh new sound 
in jazz guitar. He unites 
the rhythms of his native 
Brazilian musical heritage 
with a fl uency in the Amer-
ican jazz tradition, forming 
a distinctive sound. A 
composer and a performer, 
Lubambo demonstrates 
both the ability to express 
creative musical thoughts 
through improvisation, as 
well as the virtuosity to 
deliver them.  

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may 
be purchased at the box 
offi ce, on-line at www.
bankheadtheater.org or by 
calling 373-6800.

BANKHE AD T H E A T E Rsss sssosssosss nonoesssesss asssassseae
13/14

 call  9 25 .3 7 3 .6 8 0 0
click  w w w.bankheadtheater.org  
come by  24 0 0 F irs t S t reet / L ivermore 

A Valentine from Broadway
Some  
Enchanted 
Evening

f r iday feb 14 a t 8pm

Del Valle Fine Arts
Euclid String 
Quartet

sa turday feb 15 a t 8pm

In The Mood
1940s Musical 
Revue

wednesday feb 19 a t 2 & 7 : 3 0pm

West Coast Presenters
Pink Floyd 
Concert Experience 

with HOUSE OF FLOYD
f r iday feb 21 a t 8pm

Livermore-Amador Symphony
American Idols

sa turday feb 22 a t 8pm

Laughing Matters
Second City

sunday feb 23 a t 7pm

A Passionate Approach to Latin Guitar
Guitar Passions

t uesday feb 25 a t 7 : 3 0pm
SPONSORED BY ABC Music Source & Academy

Grammy Award-Winning Songwriter
Richard Marx

t hursday feb 27 a t 7 : 3 0pm

Grand Masters of Illusion
Outerbridge  
Clockwork Mysteries

sa turday mar 1 a t 8pm

Enchanted 

a t 8pm

Sharon Isbin brings here award-winning music to 
Livermore.
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The Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center 
and Peet’s Coffee and Tea 
sponsor Storied Nights: An 
Evening of Spoken Word. 
The  eclectic literary series 
is produced by Livermore 
residents Cynthia Patton 
and Marilyn Kamelgarn. 

This month’s theme is 
Tales of Love and Loss. 

Francis Dipeso was selected as the January Teen Poet of 
the Month. The program is sponsored by Livermore Poet 
Laureate Kevin Gunn.

Theme for January was bullying. Dipeso's poem was 
titled, "Fatty."

Fatty
growing up this kid in school
was everybody’s hatred tool
fat, ugly, stupid dorky and shy
words that made him hurt and cry
how many times did he want do die?
a new school was his second chance
a wedgie ripped his underpants
his parents wondered why he wouldn’t play
no one helped him
no one liked him
he carries that with him today
there’s just one thing I want to know
when he had nowhere to go
no one to love and nothing to show
did he tie the rope around his neck
not old enough to write a check
and let it go?
or is he alive and hurt today
dead or alive, either way
bullies commit a crime
that they never have to pay
Theme for Feburary is Love. Entries of 30 lines or less 

are due by February 25. They should be sent to livermore-
poetry@gmail.com

 

In The Mood–1940s 
Musical Revue, a fully 
staged tribute to the big 
band greats of the 1940s 
comes to Livermore next 
Wed., Feb. 19 for two 
shows at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore.

Performances are set for 
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

The program includes 
the music of Glenn Miller, 
Tommy Dorsey, Benny 
Goodman and all the big 
band greats of the ’40s.  
The swing, the rhythm and 
the jazzy, brassy, sentimen-
tal music of this time in 
America’s history includes 
such favorites as Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo  and 
Sing, Sing, Sing.

Bud Forrest Producer, 
Artistic Director, Conduc-
tor and Pianist of In the 
Mood began touring this 
production in 1994 follow-
ing an overwhelming re-
sponse from a performance 
on the steps of the National 
Archives in Washington, 
DC.  Through its musical 
influence, it became part of 
the official entertainment 
for the World USO’s 50th 
commemoration of the WW 
II events.  

Forrest is a Juilliard 
trained musician who 
served as accompanist for 
the Air Force chorus: The 
Singing Sergeants. He 

has performed at Arena 
Stage in Candide and It’s a 
Wonderful Life, at Ford’s 
Theatre in All Night Strut, 
at the Kennedy Center with 
such performers as Cyril 
Ritchard, Tammy Grimes, 
Lillian Gish, Dick Shawn 
and John Raitt; at the 
Warner Theatre in Camelot 
with Richard Harris and 
at the National Theatre in 
Cats and Dancin’. 

For In the Mood,  For-
rest has compiled the great-
est music from the swing 
era into a review that tells 

the story of the WWII 
years.

Forrest declares, 
“Arrangements for the 
String of Pearls Big Band 
Orchestra and the In the 
Mood Singers and Dancers 
choreography are true to 
the originals. The sounds 
of the big band, the vocal 
groups, solos and swing 
dance numbers ring out 
with the same kind of 
1940’s feel that In the 
Mood has strived for dur-
ing the seventeen years we 

have been touring.” Forrest
Many of the musical 

arrangements were written 
by Vic Schoen, conductor 
and arranger for The An-
drews Sisters, and Music 
Director for both Universal 
and Paramount Pictures.

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets can be 
purchased at the box office, 
on-line at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

In the Mood - a 1940s Musical Revue 
Coming to the Bankhead

Storied Nights: An Evening 
of Spoken Word on Feb. 13

January Teen Poet of the Month

The Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD) Music Program 
will host a Solo and Ensem-
ble Festival for LVJUSD mu-
sic students at Mendenhall 
Middle School on Saturday, 
March 1.  This is the 52nd 
year the Livermore District 
Music Staff has hosted the 
event.  The festival at Men-
denhall Middle School runs 
from 8:30 am until 4:30 pm, 
followed by a formal, “Com-
mand Performance” at 7:30 
pm at Our Savior Lutheran 

Ministries, located at 1385 
South Livermore Ave.

Approximately 200 stu-
dents participate annually.  
Participants must be music 
students in the district mu-
sic program.  The festival 
is divided into five events 
(instrument families), Brass 
and Percussion, Woodwinds, 
Strings, Vocal, and Piano. 

The purpose of a Solo 
and Ensemble Festival is to 
foster a love for “Art” mu-
sic.  Performance literature 
therefore will consist of 

“classical” repertoire." Stu-
dents may perform either 
as a soloist or as part of an 
ensemble (duet, trio, etc.).  

Entrants will have five 
minutes to perform the cho-
sen selection in front of a 
clinician.  All clinicians 
are public school educators 
known for their expertise 
as musicians and teachers.  
After the recital each solo-
ist/ensemble receives com-
ments and a rating which 
compares their performance 

against a standard for their 
age group.  Ratings range 
from needs improvement to 
superior.   

In addition, perform-
ers demonstrating superior 
musicality may receive a 
Command Screening.  A 
command screening is a 
second opportunity to per-
form in front of a “screening 
judge."  Of these screenings, 
12-15 performers will be se-
lected for a formal evening 
performance at Our Savior 

Local writers Susan May-
all and Cassandra Lopez 
will be joined by James 
Bonacci, John Hutchinson, 
Marilyn Kamelgarn, and 
Cynthia Patton. They will 
read work by Alice Munro, 
Tim O’Brien, Pablo Neruda, 
Harold Pinter, e. e. cum-
mings, and others. 

The event will take place 
on Thursday, February 13, 
2014, from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
at Peet’s Coffee and Tea, 152 
South Livermore Ave, in 
downtown Livermore. 

Cynthia  Pat ton,  the 
event’s host, says, “Storied 
Nights showcases the best 
of the local literary scene, 
featuring talented Tri-Valley 
poets and writers. Come join 
us for an evening of caffeine 
and creativity.” 

 Storied Nights will con-
tinue on the second Thursday 
of each month and features 
local authors reading their 
work. For more information 
go to http://facebook.com/
StoriedNights

Lutheran Ministries.  
The Command Perfor-

mance represents a cross-
section of the district’s 
music program and will 
represent a sampling of 
performers on a variety 
of instruments, as well as 
various age levels, from the 
district music program. 

All events and perfor-
mances, including the eve-
ning command performance 
are open to the public.  Ad-
mission is free.

Livermore School District's Solo and Ensemble Festival Set

1940s musical revue tells the story of WWII in song.
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Free and breezy and easy 
to enjoy: local jazzman, 
Noel Catura, will play a free 
concert at the Pleasanton 
Public Library on Sunday, 
February 23, 2014, at 2 p.m..  

“Noel Catura is one of 
the most dynamic Sax men 
in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. This cat has got the 
bull by the horn and the 
horn is smoking. To sum 
it up, one word comes to 
mind… Amazing!”   - John-
nie Cozmik, On Air Person-
ality KKUP 91.5 FM

Catura is a three time 
award winner for best saxo-
phonist by the South Bay 
Blues Society, a W.C. Handy 
Award nominee, and a Bay 
Area Music Awared BAM-
MIE nominee. 

This concert will be held 
in the library’s large meeting 
room. The program is free 
and open to all. No registra-

tion required. Come early 
to fi nd parking and save a 
seat.  (Bring a sweater for 
our unpredictable air con-
ditioning.) 

Sponsored by the Friends 

of the Pleasanton Public 
Library.

For more information 
regarding the program call 
the Pleasanton Library at 
931-3400, ext. 4.

 

Jessica Aguirre will 
serve as Emcee for the 6th 
Annual Ragin Cajun Mardi 
Gras fundraiser to benefi t 
the Sandra J Wing Founda-
tion.  Jessica Aguirre is an 
evening anchor at NBC Bay 
Area News.  Her reporting 
has taken her to GITMO, 
the prison at Guantanamo 
Bay and to London where 
she reported on Princess 
Diana.  Jessica is a 3 time 
Emmy winner and host of 
the education series “Class 
Action." 

The Ragin Cajun Mardi 
Gras Fundraiser is the pri-
mary source of income for 
the Sandra J. Wing Healing 
Therapies Foundation.   The 
evening includes   music, 
dancing, dinner, beads, live 
auctions, and more. It will 
be held  Friday, March 7, 
2014, 6:00 to 11 p.m. at 
Casa Real at Ruby Hill Win-
ery, 410 Vineyard Avenue, 
Pleasanton.

Tickets for Ragin’ Cajun 

are available online at http://
www.healingtherapiesfoun-
dation.org or by calling 
(866) 862-7270. Enjoy a 
festive evening while help-
ing those with cancer in 

the community. Those who 
can’t attend the event, are 
asked to consider purchas-
ing a ticket for a benefi ciary 
or making a donation to the 
organization.

Wednesday, February 19 ~ 2 pm Matinee & 7:30 pm

“Our emotions ranged “Our emotions ranged 
from goosebumps to from goosebumps to 

tears.”—Ken and Elaine Aubrey

2400 First Street, Livermore ~ 925-373-6800 ~ mylvpac.org
Also playing: Walnut Creek, Redwood City, San Jose, Santa Rosa, Antioch, Stockton ... National Tour Info: inthemoodl ive.com

America's Greatest Big Band Show

Take the 

Chattanooga 

Choo Choo to 

Tuxedo Junction 

and get 

In the Mood 

for a Moonlight 

Serenade!Presented by:

Chattanooga 

Choo Choo

Tuxedo Junction“A toe-tapping nostalgic 

“A toe-tapping nostalgic 

“A toe-tapping nostalgic 

ride to yesteryear”

       

ride to yesteryear”

       —
Brad Downall

Local Jazzman Performs at the Pleasanton Library

Noel Catura

Jessica Aguirre to Emcee Ragin Cajun Event

Donate your old car, truck, 
RV or Boat. It’s fast, easy & 
you get a tax deduction!

Call 1-888-686-4483 
or visit www.trivalleyconservancy.org

Donations help preserve land for future generations.

Trivalleyconservancy.org | 925.449.8706
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Just in time for Valen-
tine’s Day, the City of Dub-
lin will present “Dublin 
Crush,” an exhibit of love 
letters, hand-crafted valen-
tines, short stories, tall tales, 
historic and contemporary 
photographs, and poems 
and essays about the people, 
places and things that are 
loved and endeared within 
the City of Dublin. 

The exhibit includes a to-

For more than two de-
cades the Eugene O’Neill 
Foundation has welcomed 
students from Contra Costa 
and Alameda Counties to 
the Eugene O’Neill National 
Historic site for the Student 
Days program. 

Each spring sixty to 
eighty high schools spend a 
day a Tao House getting to 
know more about America’s 
most notable playwright, 
and absorb the creative 
environment in which he 
worked.  At the same time, 
students are given an immer-
sion course in their area of 
creative endeavor – Writing, 
Drama, Art or Photography. 

Applications are now be-
ing received for the March 
program. Students can 
download the application 
and program information 
from the O’Neill Foun-
dation’s website:  www.
eugeneoneill.org. Click on 
“Student Days.”  Dead-
line for applying will be 
in February. Applications 
can be submitted via email 
to taohouse@eugeneoneill.
org.  Upon acceptance to the 
program, students will be 
asked to submit a permission 
slip, and be given detailed 
instructions regarding pick-
up and needed supplies. 

Students focusing on Art 

During Second Thursdays 
Open Studios on Feb. 13, 
the Downtown Art Studios 
invites the public to paint 
with wine and try dipping 
some goodies in the choco-
late fountain.  Bring brushes, 

The Pleasanton City 
Council approved the plan 
to install several sculptures 
at two sites in the city.

“Rock, Paper, Scissors,” 
a bronze and metals work, 
will be placed at the Pleas-
anton Chamber of Com-
merce building, 777 Peters 
Avenue.

The sculpture, valued at 
$19,500, is mounted on top 
of a black metal base. 

Two art pieces depicting 
two playful dogs, “Pen-
nington” and “ Sylvester," 
will be placed at theValley 
Humane Society facility lo-
cated at 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton.

The artworks, valued at 
$23,200, are by artist Marty 
Goldstein. The Valley Hu-
mane Society was suggested 
as a site by the Harringtons. 
They saw the two dogs as 
having a natural connection 
with the site. 

The sculptures were do-
nated to the city by Nan-
cy and Gary Harrington 
through the Harrington Art 
Partnership ( Another Har-
rington Arts Partnership 

Piece for You).
The city will pay for the 

installations, estimated at 

between $2000 and $4000 
each, using money from the 
Public Art Acquisition Fund.

 

A Night of Chocolate, Wine and Painting
canvas or heavy paper to 
paint on - you can even bring 
your Valentine and paint 
something together.  

This is an evolving event 
put on by the studio artists. 

Some of them are planning 
to actually paint with choco-
late as well. The event will 
be held at  62 So. L Street, 
Livermore, from 6 to 7:30 
p.m.

tal of 50 unique works from 
43 contributors, ranging in 
age from 5 to 79.

An opening reception 
will be held on Thursday, 
February 13, from 6 to 9 
p.m., in the Little Classroom 
at the Murray Schoolhouse, 
located at the Dublin Heri-
tage Park and Museums 
(6600 Donlon Way). 

The exhibit will be open 

to the public from Saturday, 
February 9, through Sunday, 
March 2, 2014. The museum 
is open Wednesday through 
Sunday, from 1:00 PM to 
4:00 PM.

“Dublin Crush” is a pro-
gram of the City of Dub-
lin’s Parks and Community 
Services Department. For 
more information, please 
call (925) 556-4500.

and Drama will meet on 
Saturday March 8. Those 
interested in Writing and 
Photography will gather 
on Saturday, March 22. 
Students who benefit from 
active engagement in the ar-
tistic process with guidance 
and assistance from profes-
sionals are encouraged to 
apply.  A short written ap-
plication which outlines the 
student’s interest, ability and 
motivation is due February 
22, 2014.

At each session students 
attend workshops led by 
practicing professionals in 
the chosen discipline. As 
students develop their own 
projects on site, the profes-
sionals are there as mentors 
to further student develop-
ment.  A special guided tour 

of provided by the National 
Park Service, and actors 
associated with Center Rep-
ertory Company in Walnut 
Creek provide scenes from 
O’Neill plays.

There is no cost to stu-
dents for the day-long 
workshop. Transportation 
is provided by the National 
Park Service from Walnut 
Creek BART or downtown 
Danville. Snacks, beverages 
and lunch are provided for 
the day. 

Student Days is present-
ed by the Eugene O’Neill 
Foundation, and supported 
by funding from the Dean 
and Margaret Lesher Foun-
dation, and the Wood Foun-
dation.

    
 

Dublin Crush Exhibit Opens 
Tonight, Feb. 13

23rd Year for Student Days Program at 
Eugene O'Neill's Tao House in Danville

New Art Coming to Pleasanton

Pennington and Sylvester will be located by the Valley 
Humane Society; Rock, Paper and Scissor in front of 
the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce.
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Presents UPCOMING EVENTS in Walnut Creek
at the Lesher Center for the Arts

New West Guitar Group
April 4, 2014

Featuring three young guitar virtuosos, New West 
Guitar Group has been making their mark as the 
premier acoustic/electric guitar ensemble. 

HowellDevine  
April 11, 2014

Delta/country blues with a wildly syncopated ragtime 
to create a rollicking  present day sound from the past. 

Tickets on sale now at www.lesherartscenter.org
or call 925.943.SHOW (7469)

Lesher Center for the Arts • 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek

Livermore Lion's Club 
is hosting its 6th Annual 
Crab Feed. 

The event is being held 
at Castle Rock Restaurant 
1848 Portola Ave, Liver-
more on Sat., March 8. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Festivities end at 8:30 p.m.   
Music by the Silverado 
Band will be provided for 
dining, listening and danc-
ing.

Ti c k e t s  a t  $ 4 0 . 0 0 
ticket(s) includes All-U-

The 19th annual Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party, hosted 
by Assistance League® of 
Amador Valley, will be held 
on April 5 from 12-4 at the 
Castlewood Country Club 

The Museum on Main 
will host a talk by Tom 
Zoellner about his new 
book, "Train," on Tues., 
Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. 

This book is described 
as a revelatory, entertain-
ing account of the world’s 
most indispensable mode 
of transportation. Zoellner In 1864 President Abra-

ham Lincoln signed the 
Yosemite Grant with pho-
tographs from landscape 
photographer Carleton E. 
Watkins fresh on his mind. 
It was the work of Watkins 
and painters like Albert 
Bierstadt who had influ-
enced many Americans in 
their appreciation of nature 
which led to the protection 
of Yosemite by the federal 
government. YExplore, a 
leading provider of educa-
tional services in Yosemite 
National Park offers in-
terpretive programs that 
discuss the meaning of con-
servation and stewardship 
with their tour participants. 
James McGrew, a California 
born artist and summer in-
terpretive ranger in the park 
will lead the “Art Shaped 
the National Parks” work-
shops in both Hetch Hetchy 
and Yosemite Valleys May 
2-5, 2014.

McGrew will lead a natu-
ral history walk through 

Yosemite Valley on Friday 
May 2 at 10am. Later that 
evening, he will deliver a 
free evening program dis-
cussing the infl uence of art 
in shaping of the national 
parks with a focus on Yo-
semite. The photography 
slide presentation will take 
place in Yosemite Valley at 
a location to be determined 
and will be free to the public.

A plethora of Yosemite 
Workshops will be offered 
to participants throughout 
the duration of the weekend 
in both Yosemite Valley 
and Hetch Hetchy. James 
will lead a two day plein air 
painting workshop that will 
continue the discussions 
started with the nature walk. 
Landscape photography 
sessions will be directed 
in Yosemite Valley by vet-
eran photographer Al Golub 
while Robb Hirsch leads 
his Hetch Hetchy Falls and 
Flowers class in the sur-
roundings of Tueeulala and 

Wapama Falls. Author Da-
vid Lukas will guide birding 
and natural history walks on 
Saturday and Sunday with 
additional adventure hikes 
to Yosemite’s famous falls 
available for all to explore.

These workshops are fee 
based; however, YExplore is 
offering scholarships for two 
students who would like to 
attend them. The scholarship 
will cover tuition for enroll-
ment. All interested artists 
and photographers may visit 
the YExplore Yosemite Twin 
Valleys web page for pricing 
information and scholarship 
instructions.

This is an official Yo-
semite Anniversary event 
commemorating the sign-
ing of the Yosemite Grant 
by Abraham Lincoln. This 
year also marks the 150th 
anniversary of the creation 
of California State Parks 
as the land was granted to 
and accepted by Governor 
Frederick Low.

chronicles the innovation 
and sociological impact 
of the railway technology 
that changed the world, and 
could very well change it 
again.

He will be presenting his 
book, and will be available 
for a Q&A and also book 
signing.

This program is free to 
the public. No registration is 
required. For more informa-
tion, please call Towne Cen-
ter Books: 925-846-8826, 
or the Museum on Main: 
925-462-2766.

The Museum on Main is 
located at 603 Main Street in 
downtown Pleasanton. 

This chapter of a national 
philanthropic organization 
has many programs that 
benefi t residents of all ages 

in Pleasanton.  
The event includes cre-

ative tea tables decorated by 
the members,  food, raffl e 
prizes, lucky teacups, a hat 
contest and silent auction.  

The program will feature 
The Swingin’ Blue Stars of 
the USS Hornet performing 
music of the second World 
War.  

The tickets are $50 and 

must be reserved by March 
24.  For more information, 
call Carmen at (925) 216-
4203, or go to www.amador-
valley.assistanceleague.org.  

in the Tri-Valley, and the 
proceeds from the event will 
provide school clothes and 
shoes to children in need.  

Can-Eat Crab and includes 
entry to win the door prize, 
a Go Pro Camera. 

In addition to crab, the 
menu includes pasta, sal-
ad, clam chowder, French 
bread, tea, coffee, water 
and soda.  The Castle Rock  
Restaurant will be provid-
ing a No Host Bar.  During 
the event various other fund 
raising raffl es will be held. 
Gift baskets will be avail-
able for purchase.

Dessert will be provided 

for a donation to the Liver-
more Leo's (Lions’ Program 
for future Lions’).  

To purchase tickets, call 
925 449 9974 or Livermore 
Lion http://e-clubhouse.org/
sites/livermoreca/ 

The proceeds of the event 
go to support the Livermore 
Lion's services to the 

community.  Livermore 
Lions' has supported the 
Livermore community for 
90 years . Some tickets may 
be available at the door.

  

Tickets Available for 19th Annual Mad Hatter's Tea Party

Scholarships Available for Yosemite Workshop

Museum on Main to Host Talk on 'Train'

Lion's Club to Host Annual Crab Feed

Decorated tables one of the highlights of Tea Party.
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art field, 
2155 Third St., Livermore. The gallery 
has been open since 1974 and is run 
as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For informa-
tion call 449-9927.

Just Add Water – Black on White: The 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center presents two new concur-
rent exhibitions. The large gallery will 
host “Just Add Water,” featuring four 
prominent Bay Area watercolorists 
and two ceramic sculptors: Melanie 
Lacki, Claire Schroeven Verbiest, Anne 
F. Fallin, David Savellano painters, 
and Mark Goudy and Liza Riddle 
ceramicists. In contrast, the adjacent 
Old Engine Bay Gallery will exhibit 
“Black on White,” with artists Cary 
Bailey, Holly Wach, and Rebecca 
Fox and works in ink, charcoal, and 
welded steel respectively. Open 
through February 22 at the Harrington 
Gallery in the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton. Regular gallery hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Donations always ap-
preciated.

“Multiply by Six Million: Portraits and 
Stories of Holocaust Survivors,” an 
exhibition showcasing photographer 
Evvy Eisen’s 15-year-long project to 
create portraits of Holocaust survivors 
living in California and to collect their 
personal histories. Museum on Main, 
Jan. 8-Feb. 28. The Museum on Main 
is located at 603 Main Street in his-
toric downtown Pleasanton. Open to 
the public Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. For 
more information about current exhib-
its and programs, visit the Museum’s 
web site at www.museumonmain.org 
or call (925)462-2776.

To the Point, an exhibition by local 
colored pencil artists, will explore the 
vibrant and versatile art created by 
artist Maryann Kot and her students. 
The show will be on view for theater 
patrons from January 8th to March 
5th, 2014. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org.

New Show at the Livermore Art As-
sociation Gallery, Winter: Waiting for 
Spring" Artwork will be displayed to 
make the viewer feel warm and cozy, 
think about vacationing in the snow 
or traveling to warmer climates. Of 
Winter here in the area will be a major 
focus on the walls of the Gallery at the 
Carnegie Building, 2155 Third Street, 
Livermore.

All the Lovely People  an exhibit of 
works by local painters Gina Kaiper, 
Jim Schnitter and Lily Xu,  at the 
office of Prudential California Realty, 
1983 Second Street, in downtown 

Livermore. The works, both realistic 
and abstract, depict people of all ages 
and descriptions playing, working, 
hiking, dreaming. Through March 22.  
The show is available for viewing 
during regular business hours or by 
appointment. For information, contact 
Cher Wollard at 925-824-4824.

Pleasanton Art League Spring Show, 
March 7-9, Alviso Adobe, 3465 Old 
Foothill Rd., Pleasanton. Reception 
and awards Sun., March 9, 12:30-2 
p.m. www.pal-art.com.

1,000 Words, group exhibition, 
Harrington Gallery, March 8-April 19, 
reception Wed., March 12, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Livermore Art Association, Pleasanton 

Art League, general meeting, 7:30 
p.m. Mon., Feb. 10 Almond Avenue 
School, Livermore. Program on por-
celain painting presented by Eugenia 
W. Zobel. No admission charge. www.
pal-art.com or www.livermoreartas-
sociation.org.

Classes at the Figurehead Gallery: 
Figure Open Studio: Long Pose, on 
the Third Saturday of the month 2/15, 
3/15, 4/19, 5/17, 6/21 with Jacob 
Hankinson, Ozell Hudson, or Carolyn 
Lord. 9 am –1 p.m. $30. Please 
register at www.figureheadgallery.
com/classes.html or call Ken Ball at 
925-353-0419.

Acrylic painting class, taught by artist 
Linda Ryan. Fee $100 includes ma-
terials. March 4 for four weeks, 1:30 
to 4:30 p.m. Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 8th St., Livermore, 443-3388. 
Course is designed to give you a solid 
understanding of the medium. To sign 
up  contact Way Up Art and Frame at 
925-443-3388 or  email  frameit@
wayupartandframe.com.

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique from 
the group. Refreshments are brought 
by the artists, and a donation of $5.00 
is desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne Miller 
at danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

Colored Pencil Classes, "Basics and 
Beyond." Instructor Maryann Kot.  
Starting at 9:30 a.m. on Mon., Feb. 
24 for five weeks and also 6:30 p.m. 
on Tues., Feb. 25 for five weeks.  
Classes at the Bothwell Art Center 
2466 8th Street, Livermore.  Sign up 
at Way Up Art and Frame, Livermore. 
925-443-3388. 

ACC / Art Critique & Coffee meetings 
now at New Leaf in Pleasanton's 
Vintage Shopping Center on Bernal & 
Vineyard. Brings together profes-

sional, local and emerging artists 
meetings each Friday at 10:30 a.m. 
to share latest work, fine tune each 
piece with gentle critiques and share 
tips, techniques and opportunities. 
Join the mailing list and receive the 
latest news on when and where the 
next meeting will be held. PoetryOn-
Canvas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. Draw-
ing, painting, printmaking, sculpture 
and ceramics taught by highly 
experienced artist and art instructor, 
Thomasin Dewhurst. Weekday and 
weekend classes, Homeschool 
classes, Special classes during school 
breaks offered. Please phone (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. Please 
phone (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for further 
info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at 
The Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. 
Join us as we challenge ourselves to 
poetically relay our thoughts, emo-
tions and experiences through poetry. 
Become a member & share your work 
- Contact PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.
Com for more info on Theme Chal-
lenges, Membership & Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 2nd 
and last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio located 
at 2222 Second St., Suite 2, Liver-
more. Please confirm participation 
by calling (925) 960-1194 or via the 
website at www.GalinasMusicStudio.
com. Beginners are welcome. Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $5 fee to cover meeting costs.

WINERY EVENTS
Wine Wednesdays, Livermore Valley 

wineries will be hosting "Wine 
Wednesdays" each Wednesday 
through October. One featured winery 
will be open from 5 to 8 p.m. to help 
guests "wine-down" from the work 
week or just grab a taste of wine 
before going out to dinner in the 
Tri-Valley. February wineries: Feb. 19 - 
Dante Robere Vineyards & Eagle Ridge 
Vineyards; and Feb. 26 - Nottingham 

Cellars. March: March 5 - Las 
Positas Vineyards; March 12 - Wente 
Vineyards (Arroyo Tasting Room; 
March 19 - Retzlaff Estate Winery; 
March 26 - Garré Vineyard & Winery. 
Check for the winery listings at www.
lvwine.org.

Cedar Mountain Winery, wine tasting 
at Swirl on the Square, Thursdays, 
5 to 10 p.m., every other Thursday 
starting Feb. 20 at 21 So. Livermore 
Ave., downtown Livermore. Offering 
flights, wine by the glass and wine 
by the bottle to complement food and 
entertainment at Swirl. cedarmoun-
tainwinery.com, 373-6636.

Las Positas Vineyards events: Friday, 
February 21, join Winemaker Brent 
Amos for a private tasting & tour of 
the winery and vineyards. Tasting 
will begin in our private room and 
feature a special flight selected by our 
winemaker along with cheese, crack-
ers, and chocolate. $20 for wine club 
members and $30 for non-members. 
By appointment only, call 925-449-
9463 or info@laspositasvineyards.
com.  Friday, February 14th, free 
Movie Night.  Movie starts at 6pm. 
Wine, beer, and artisan pizza's for 
sales in the tasting room.  Space is 
limited; call or email to reserve seats: 
925-449-9463 or info@laspositas-
vineyards.com. Sunday, February 
16th,  Sunday Funday" special wine 
& food pairing flight.  $10 for club 
members and $15 for non-members.  
For more information contact the 
winery at 925-449-463 or info@
laspositasvineyards.com.  1828 
Wetmore Rd., Livermore.

The Winemaker's Pour House, Live 
music: Glenn Osur at the Piano; 
Feb. 13, 6-9 p.m. Natalia Sings; 
Valentine's Day Dinner: 6 p.m. & 8 
p.m. seatings, Fri., Feb. 14, "Prix Fixe" 
dinner menu with wine pairings for 
each course! $65/person. Seating at 6 
p.m. & 8 p.m. - reservations required. 
Glenn Osur playing romantic music 
on the piano during dinner. Feb. 15, 
7-10 p.m., Andy Joe Stewart; Feb. 18, 
6-9 p.m., Glenn Osur at the Piano; 
Feb. 20, 6-9 p.m., Natalia Sings; Feb. 
21, 7-10 p.m., Better Days; Feb. 22, 
7-10 p.m., Tank Half Full; Feb. 25-6-9 
p.m., Glenn Osur at the Piano; Feb. 
27, 6-9 p.m., Natalia Sings; March 1, 
7-10 p.m., Tumbledown House. 2241 
First St., Livermore. www.winemaker-
spourhouse.com or 215-2656. 

McGrail Vineyards and Winery: 
Valentine's Day Sweetheart Dinner, 
Fri., Feb. 14, 6-8 p.m. Limited to 24 
people per seating. $85/wine club 
member includes dinner, 2 glasses 
of wine, dessert and live music by 
Jimmy Glantz; Chocolate Fountain, 
Toffee, and Cabernet Sauvignon: 
Sat., Feb. 15, noon-4:30 p.m. Dark 
Belgium chocolate fountain and 
several treats to dip in the chocolate 
fountain. Taste 4 of big red wines to 
pair with each treat. $20/person, $15/
club member, advance reservations 
recommended. President's Day: open 

noon to 4:30 p.m. Mon., Feb. 17 for 
tasting. www.mcgrailvineyards.com, 
(925) 215-0717, 5600 Greenville Rd., 
Livermore. 

Wine Country Ranch Dance, with live 
music, dancing, heavy appetizers. 
Murrieta's Well, 6 to 9 p.m. Sat., Feb. 
15. Ticket prices: $55 per person, $45 
per person for Silver Spur members. 
Ticket includes live music, dancing 
and appetizers. Reservations are 
required. Please call 925-456-2395. 
3005 Mines Road, Livermore. 

Wood Family Vineyards, open 
Presidents Weekend, Feb. 15 and 
16 noon to 4:30 p.m. for 8th annual 
barrel tasting and futures. Barrel 
sampling the 2012 Grenache and 
offering futures. $10 tasting fee and 
keep the logo crystal wine glass. 
www.woodfamilyvineyards.com, 7702 
Cedar Mountain Rd., Livermore; (925) 
606-741. 

Thomas Coyne Winery Winter Open 
House, Feb. 15, 16, 17, noon to 5 
p.m. 2405 Research Dr., Livermore. 
Release of five new wines: "Elegant 
Wine in the Original Wine Country." 
Bottle your own wine, Vino Tinto 
Barato, a red table wine; bring clean 
bottle, we fill, cork and label it; or you 
may fill, label and cork it. Available 
only on Feb. 15. Scolari's Food Truck 
will be present on Feb. 15 and 16. 

Presidents Day Weekend Barrel 
Tasting, Retzlaff Vineyards, 1356 So. 
Livermore Ave. Feb. 15-17, noon; $5. 
retzlaffwinery.com. Come dressed as 
your favorite President or First Lady 
and the barrel tasting is on us!

Cuda Ridge Wines, 7th annual Vines 
and Valentines, February 15th and 
16th from 12:00 – 4:30, 2400 Arroyo 
Rd., Livermore. Release of the 2011 
S&M, a Sangiovese and Malbec blend. 
The tasting flight is $10.00; special 
wine discounts throughout the week-
end. There will be live music with Roy 
Blair and Jim from the Catfish Boys on 
Saturday, and Roger Kardinal on Sun-
day. Andy’s Candy’s will be sampling, 
and selling, their chocolate covered 
toffee’s.  More information can be 
found at www.CudaRidgeWines.com 

Winter Wonderland Progress Wine 
Trail - Saturday, February 22 from 
12:00 - 5:00; enjoy our winter wine 
and culinary delights. Explore some of 
Livermore Valley's West side wineries;  
follow our progressive wine and food 
trail.  With purchase of a ticket, each 
of the participating wineries will 
provide complementary wine tasting 
and a food pairing.  The participating 
wineries are Rodigue Molyneaux, 
Cuda Ridge Wines, Las Positas 
Vineyards, and Fenestra Winery.  A 
recommended route would be to 
start at Rodrigue Molyneaux at 3053 
Marina Avenue, cruise to Cuda Ridge 
Wines at 2400 Arroyo Road, mosey on 
over to Las Positas Vineyards at 1828 
Wetmore Road, and finish at Fenestra 
Winery at 88 Vallecitos Road for 
dessert. To order tickets, at $30, visit 
www.eventbrite.com and search event 

"Livermore Valley Winter Wonderland."  
Call any of the participating wineries 
for more information.  With purchase 
of a ticket, Wine Club Members of any 
of the participating wineries receive a 
pass for free wine tasting at each of 
the participating wineries during the 
month of March 2014.

Barrel Tasting Weekend Sat., March 
29 and Sun., March 20. noon and 
4:30 p.m. Taste wines right out of the 
barrel, meet winemakers, and more. 
Each winery will host a unique experi-
ence during barrel tasting weekend 
including at least 1 barrel sample for 
each ticket holder.  Tickets are $40 
advance/ $45 day of the event. This 
is a fund-raiser for the Livermore 
Valley Winegrowers Association. www.
lvwine.org.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 

regularly at: The Castle Rock Restau-
rant in Livermore/on Portola Avenue-- 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, full bar, 
small cover.

Some Enchanted Evening, sounds 
of Broadway. Featuring stars from 
Broadway, Dale Kristien and Bill 
Hutton Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Clairdee: A Time For Love. Special 
Valentine’s Day show with Clairdee 
and trio. Classic blends of jazz, 
pop, rhythm and blues. Friday, 
February 14, 8:00 p.m. Tickets $15, 
$20, $25; child $12; senior $22; 
group discounts available. Tickets 
available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. SPECIAL NOTE: Wine, 
Dine & Show packages available with 
6:00 p.m. (pre-show) or 10:00 p.m. 
(post-show seatings at the new Cellar 
Door Wine Bar next door to Firehouse 
Arts Center. Includes samplings of 
their finest wine selections, variety 
of gourmet small plates, and ticket to 
show. $50 per person. Reservations: 
925-846-3667.

Music at the Museum featuring Bobby 
Caldwell, Feb. 14, doors open 6 p.m. 
concert at 8 p.m. Blackhawk Automo-
tive Museum, Danville. Tickets at 
blackhawkmuseum.org or concert@
blackhawkmuseum.org. 

Songs of Longing and Belonging, Sun., 
Feb. 15, 8 p.m. Greg Allen Friedman, 
tenor and Dominique Piana, with 
Cantabella Honors Choir. harp: art 
songs by Schubert, Schumann, Holý, 
Strauss, Dvorák, Reichardt, Fauré, 
Hasselmans, Duparc, Hahn, Leonca-
vallo and Tosti. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

Del Valle Concert Series, 8 
p.m.,February 15, Euclid String 
Quartet: a top prize winner at Osaka 
International Chamber Music Compe-
tition. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
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St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

In The Mood, music of Glenn Miller,The 
Andrews Sisters, Dorsey, Shaw, 
Goodman and Sinatra in a nostalgic, 
patriotic, upbeat swing-era musical 
revue. Big Band plus six singer/danc-
ers including some high flying boogie 
woogie with authentic music arrange-
ments, costumes and choreography. 
Feb. 19 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Pink Floyd Concert Experience: 
An Evening of Pink Floyd starring 
House of Floyd. Fri., Feb. 21, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Livermore-Amador Symphony, 
American Idols, Copland, Hanson, 
Schubert, winners of Competition 
for Young Musicians. Feb. 22, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Guitar Passions, evening of Latin 
inspired jazz. Wed., Feb. 26, 7:30 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

Richard Marx, Grammy Award winning 
songwriter. Thurs., Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Under the Streetlamp, Feb. 28, 8 p.m. 
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon. 
www.sanramonperformingarts.com or 
973-3343.

52nd Annual Solo and Ensemble 
Music Festival. Sat., March 1, 
Mendenhall Middle School, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.; Command Performance, 
Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 So. Livermore Ave., 7:30 to 9 
p.m. Hosted by the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District music 
program. Admission is free. 

Pacific Chamber Symphony, A 
Celebration of PCS: Mozart - Concerto 
for Clarinet in A Major; Schubert 
- Symphony No. 5 in B Flat Major, 
2 p.m. Sun., March 2. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra, 
evoking the essence of Early Music. 
Wed., Mar. 5, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Las Positas College Faculty Show-
case, 7 p.m. Thurs., Feb. 6. Barbara 
F. Mertes Center for the Arts, main 
stage. Free admission. 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. Tickets at www.
brownpapertickets.com or call 1-800-
838-3006; information 424-1100.

Fred Hersch, jazz pianist. Fri., Mar. 7, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

Rusty Evans and Ring of Fire, Johnny 

Cash tribute. Sat., Mar. 8, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Wake the Dead, blending Celtic music 
and music of the Grateful Dead. Fri., 
March 14, benefit for Las Positas 
College music department. 8 p.m.  
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
main stage. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Tickets at www.brownpa-
pertickets.com or call 1-800-838-
3006; information 424-1100. 

12th Annual Youth Music Festival, 
March 15, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Cabaret, Faith Prince ‘Have A Little 
Faith,’ March 16, 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Amjad Ali Khan and Sons, Master of 
the Sarod. Thurs., Mar. 20, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

The Gibson Brothers, bluegrass. Fri., 
Mar. 21, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Freddy Cole, American jazz original. 
Wed., Mar. 26, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Battlefield Band, Scottish folk band, 
Thurs., Mar. 27, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Air Supply, March 28, 8 p.m. Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550 
Albion Rd., San Ramon. www.sanra-
monperformingarts.com or 973-3343. 

Paula Cole, pop/rock, March 28, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

Del Valle Concert Series, 8 p.m., 
March 29, Poulenc Trio: 10th season 
gala. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Pleasanton Community Concert Band, 
Spring Concert, March 30, 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.pleasanton-
band.org

Carmina Burana - Valley Concert 
Chorale, 3 p.m. Sun., March 30 at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. The Chorale, in col-
laboration with Masterworks Chorale 
of San Mateo, also celebrating its 
50th anniversary, presents Orff’s 
masterpiece Carmina Burana. Tickets 
at the Bankhead box office, online 
at www.bankheadtheater.org or call 
373-6800.

Tribute to Frank Sinatra and Harry 
James. Mon., Mar. 31, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

ON THE STAGE
Guys and Dolls, Diablo Theatre Com-

pany, Feb. 1-March 1. Lesher Center, 
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek. For 
tickets, call 925-943-SHOW (7469) 
or visit www.lesherartscenter.org or 
www.diablotheatre.org. 

Mercy Watson to the Rescue, Bay Area 
Children’s Theatre, Feb. 22 and 23, 
March 1 and 2 at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Front Row Theater, 
17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ra-
mon. www.sanramonperformingarts.
com or 973-3343.

Civic Arts Stage Company Presents 
The Secret Garden, Feb. 28-March 
9. Fri. 7:30 p.m., Sat. 2 and 7 p.m., 
Sun. 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

Outerbridge Clockwork Mysteries, 
master of illusions, Sat., Mar. 1, 8 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change, playing at the Village The-
atre, 233 Front St., Danville. Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre production. March 
1-16. Tickets at www.danville.ca.gov 

Sunol Repertory Theatre 2014 
Production of “Hotel Escargot” 
Sunol March 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28, 
29. Admission $15 reserved Seating. 
All Performances at 8 p.m. Sunol 
Glen School Theatre, 11601 Main St., 
Sunol. Proceeds benefit Sunol Glen 
School. Visit www.sunol.net  for more 
information and on-line tickets sales 
Admission $15 reserved seating. All 
sorts of inept characters, including a 
hotel owner and her staff, reporters, 
investors and thieves, a sleuth, movie 
directors and producers, and wan-
nabe’s descend upon Hotel Escargot 
creating chaos. 

Asbury Players presents "Murder's 
Bad But Monday Can Kill You," a 
comedy by Pat Cook. March 15, 21 
and 22, 8 p.m.; March 16, 2 p.m. 
Asbury UMC, 4743 East Avenue, 
Livermore. Clueless Sam-Spade-
wannabe Harry Monday gets totally 
committed to the case when he is 
unexpectedly called in to the Restful 
Glen Psychiatric Annex after a patient 
has been murdered.  Tickets $10 
general admission. Purchase tickets 
online at AsburyLivePresents.com or 
at the door. Doors open 20 minutes 
prior to show time. Free parking. Call 
925-447-8699 for more information 
or use our online contact form to send 
us a note.

One Act Plays, Las Positas College 
Theater Department, March 19 at 1 
p.m. and March 21 at 8 p.m. Barbara 
F. Mertes Center for the Arts, black 
box theater. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Free admission. Tickets 
at www.brownpapertickets.com or 
call 1-800-838-3006; information 
424-1100. 

Creatures of Impulse Presents teen 
improv troupe, Face Off, March 20-

22, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

COMEDY
Second City, comedy, Sun., Feb. 23, 7 

p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Student Film Festival, Las Positas Col-

lege, Barbara F. Mertes Center for the 
Arts, main stage, Sat., March 1, 1 to 9 
p.m. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
Tickets at www.brownpapertickets.
com or call 1-800-838-3006; infor-
mation 424-1100.

Classic Films at the Pleasanton 
Library, 7 p.m. first Thursday of each 
month through June 5, 2014. Las Pos-
itas College and the Pleasanton Public 
Library present "Make 'em Laugh" 
Series" Hosted by Candy Klaschus, 
film historian and Coordinator of the 
Humanities Program at Las Positas 
College. A brief talk about each film 
is presented prior to the screening. 
Refreshments are served. For more 
information, call Penny Johnson, 925-
931-3405. Admission is free. 400 Old 
Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. 

DANCE
Friday Evening Group Dance! Learn 

how to dance with great instructors 
from It's All About Dancing, new 
dance every week from Salsa, Tango, 
Swing and more. Group lesson starts 
at 7:30, followed by open dance 
until 9:45 in our new location at the 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore; 925-449-9292. $15.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Children’s Opera Auditions, Saturday, 

February 22nd, 12:00-4:00 PM, the 
award-winning Cantabella Children’s 
Chorus and Solo Opera will hold 
auditions for their summer opera 
production of Menotti’s Chip & His 
Dog at Valley Community Church, 
4455 Del Valle Pkwy, Pleasanton. 
Boys (unchanged voices) and girls 
ages 10-18 with strong voices and 
musical ability are invited to audition 
to sing lead roles and in the chorus 
(solo parts in the chorus as well). 
We especially welcome singers with 
extra talent such as ability to act, 
dance, or play an instrument such as 
trumpet or horn, drums, or violin. No 
previous opera experience necessary. 
Upon receipt of audition form and $20 
audition fee, you’re audition materi-
als, including practice tracks will be 
provided. Financial aid is available. 
Performances are July 11 & 12. For 
more information and to register, visit 
cantabella.org/summer-opera/ or call 
925-292-2663.

CHORAL
Carmina Burana - Valley Concert 

Chorale, 3 p.m. Sun., March 30 at 

the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. The Chorale, in collabora-
tion with Masterworks Chorale of San 
Mateo, also celebrating its 50th an-
niversary, presents Orff’s masterpiece 
Carmina Burana. The Chorale’s own 
concert pianist and accompanist Dan-
iel Glover will perform Beethoven’s 
Choral Fantasy with full orchestra. 
Tickets at the Bankhead box office, 
online at www.bankheadtheater.org or 
call 373-6800.

OPERA
Die Fledermaus, Lamplighters Music 

Theatre production. Feb. 8, 8 p.m. 
and Feb. 9, 2 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

La Cenerentola (Cinderella) by G. 
Rossini, Livermore Valley Opera 
production, March 15, 16, 22 and 
23, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets the 

4th Tuesday of each month, and reads 
books about issues and trends that 
are driving current affairs in both the 
national and international arenas.  
Topics that have been covered include 
politics, governance, economics, 
military affairs, history, sociology, 
science, the climate, and religion. 
Contact Rich at 872-7923, for further 
questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Susan at 337-1282 regarding 
the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-
book.com/StoriedNights

Monte Carlo and Auction Evening, 
Feb. 21, 7 to 11 p.m. Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. Fund-raiser 
for Safe and Sober Grad Nights for 
Livermore and Granada high schools. 
$45 in advance, $50 at the door. 
www.granadagradnight.com or www.
lhsgradnight.org.

An Evening with Author Steve 
Minnear: Dublin & The Tri-Valley, 
The WWII Years, March 11th, 7 
p.m. Museum on Main 2014 Ed 
Kinney Speakers Series, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $10 general 
admission, $7 seniors, $5 members, 
and $3 students/teachers with ID. 
Tickets may be purchased at Museum 
on Main during regular operating 
hours or by phoning the museum at 

(925) 462-2766. Tickets at the event 
subject to availability.  

Livermore Valley Coin Club 51st an-
nual coin show and sale on Sunday 
March 9, 2014, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur 
Drive Springtown in Livermore. More 
than 30 dealers from all over Northern 
California will offer gold, silver, and 
base metal coins, make apprais-
als and purchase coins from the 
public. Admission is free. Numismatic 
displays, information table. Lunch 
service will be available. For further 
information please call Stephen 
Kramer at (925) 980-9307. 

St. Patrick’s Day Brew Crawl, 
Downtown Pleasanton merchants, 
restaurants and local breweries, 
Saturday, March 15 for the St. 
Patrick’s Day Brew Crawl, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Information, go to the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association website, www.
pleasantondowntown.net/

31st Annual City of Dublin St. 
Patrick’s Day Celebration, March 
15 and 16, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dublin 
Civic Center, 100 Civic Plaza. Green 
and White Gala, Fri., March 14, 6 p.m. 
Dublin Senior Center. Parade, March 
15, 9:30 a.m. Amador Plaza - Dublin 
Blvd. - Village Pkwy - Amador Valley 
Blvd., sponsored by Dublin Lions 
Club. Pancake Breakfast, March 15, 
7 a.m. Fire Station 16, 7494 Donahue 
Dr., Sponsored by Alameda County 
Firefighters - Local 55. Shamrock 5K 
fun walk and run. March 16, 8:30 
a.m. race begins at Civic Plaza. www.
ci.dublin.ca.us

Rivers and Glaciers of California, Tim 
Palmer, author, photographer presents 
the program on Sun., March 16, 2 
p.m. Friends of the Library Authors 
and Arts Series program. Livermore 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
www.livermorelibrary.net. 

1,000 Words - a literary response, 
poet laureate San Kay Harrison will 
host an event related to the art exhibi-
tion at the Harrington Gallery, March 
27, 6:30 p.m.

1st annual Livermore Half Marathon, 
Sat., March 29, start and finish in 
downtown Livermore. runlivermore.
com.

19th annual Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, 
hosted by Assistance League® of 
Amador Valley, April 5 from 12-4 
at the Castlewood Country Club in 
Pleasanton. The event includes tea 
tables decorated by the members, 
food, raffle prizes, lucky teacups, a 
hat contest and silent auction. The 
program will feature The Swingin’ 
Blue Stars of the USS Hornet. The 
tickets are $50 and must be reserved 
by March 24. For more information, 
call Carmen at (925) 216-4203, or 
go to www.amadorvalley.assistance-
league.org. This chapter of a national 
philanthropic organization has many 
programs that benefit residents of 
all ages in the Tri-Valley, and the 
proceeds from the event will provide 
school clothes and shoes to children 
in need. 
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of 
Bulletin Board or email information to ed-
itmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Donations Needed. The American 
Cancer Society Discovery Shop in Pleas-
anton is requesting donations of women’s 
accessories, costume or precious jewelry 
for its annual jewelry event “Glitz and 
Glamour” on April 25-27, 2014. Please 
take a moment to peek in your jewelry 
box and closet and donate some of your 
bangles, beads, purses, scarves and 
shoes. Help make a difference in the fight 
against cancer. Donations are accepted 
at the shop during open hours: Mon-Fri 
10-6; Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. The Discovery 
Shop is located at 1989-E Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. Contact Sue Duke at 
925-462-7374 for more information. All 
proceeds benefit the American Cancer 
Society’s programs of research, educa-
tion, service and advocacy.

Tea Dance featuring The Mellotones 
Combo Jazz Band, presented by VFW 
Post 6298, 1 to 3:15 p.m. on Feb. 19, 
March 19, April 16 and May 23. Veterans 
Hall, 301 Main St., Pleasanton. Music 
from the American songbook played 
for listening and dancing for a variety 
of ballroom experiences.. Admission 
$10. Food and drink will be provided. 
Proceeds benefit needy veterans and their 
families. Information joephylb@att.net 
or 443-2224; bobolness2@gmail.com or 
443-2245.

Tri-Valley Democratic Club meets 
7 p.m. Mon., Feb. 17 at the IBEW 595 
Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy., Dublin Guest 
will be State Senator Mark DeSaulnier 
candidate for Congress to replace George 
Miller, who is retiring.  Discussion / Q&A. 
Also endorsement vote for AD 16, CD 15,  
Secretary Of State and Alameda County 
Superintendent of Schools.  Dues paying 
members can vote. Refreshments.  Public 
andpress invited.

Tri-Valley Chapter 397 of the 
National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Association (NARFE) meets 
Thurs., Feb. 13 at Vic's All Star Kitchen, 
201 A Main St., Pleasanton. Attendees 
need not be NARFE members. Formed in 
1921, NARFE represents five million Fed-
eral workers, retirees, spouses and their 
survivors. A no host luncheon will begin at 
11:30 a.m., and a business meeting will 
follow at 1 p.m. A guest speaker from H&R 
Block will discuss preparation of income 
forms. Look for chapter signs at the 
restaurant side entrance. To request more 
information, directions or transportation 
to the meeting, please call Gary at (925) 
373-6758. Background on NARFE is on 
the Web at http://www.narfe.org.

Benefits For Fallen Heroes (BFF 
Heroes), Benefit Poker Tournament to 
assist the family of Paul Chenkobich, a 
retired Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Captain 
who passed away after a three year 
battle with occupational brain cancer. 
Saturday, March 29 from 3 to 7 p.m. at 
the Livermore Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur 
Dr., Livermore. Entry donation of $100 
includes $100 worth of coupons to local 
merchants in addition to gaining eligibility 

for the tournament’s grand prize of a 
week-long Hawaiian vacation for four, plus 
$500 in gift cards from local merchants. 
Prizes will be awarded for five player 
teams. The poker tournament is limited to 
the first 50 players. Online preregistration 
is required. For more information, visit 
www.bffheroes.com, or email info@
bffheroes.com. 

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, February 
13, 2014. 7 p.m. in Alisal School’s mul-
tipurpose room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, 
Pleasanton. Brian Kemble, curator of the 
Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek, 
will speak on the agave family, aloes and 
bromeliads. He has lectured extensively in 
the United States and South Africa. Visi-
tors are welcome. For more information 
call Bev at 485-7812.

19th annual Mad Hatter’s Tea 
Party, hosted by Assistance League® of 
Amador Valley, April 5 from 12-4 at the 
Castlewood Country Club in Pleasanton. 
The event includes tea tables decorated 
by the members, food, raffle prizes, lucky 
teacups, a hat contest and silent auction. 
The program will feature The Swingin’ 
Blue Stars of the USS Hornet. The tickets 
are $50 and must be reserved by March 
24. For more information, call Carmen at 
(925) 216-4203, or go to www.amador-
valley.assistanceleague.org. This chapter 
of a national philanthropic organization 
has many programs that benefit residents 
of all ages in the Tri-Valley, and the pro-
ceeds from the event will provide school 
clothes and shoes to children in need.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Feb. 15, 75 miles from Shan-
non Park in Dublin via Schaefer Ranch to 
Dublin Canyon Blvd. and climb Palomares, 
meet 9 a.m., Brahim Satoutah, 963-7024. 
Sat., Feb. 15, 38-49 miles, Cinderella 
conditioning ride, meet 9:30 a.m. at Dub-
lin High School, Chris Pham, cpham1@
frik.com. Sun., Feb. 16, 50 miles from 
Shannon Center in Dublin to Sunol and 
out Calaveras Rd., meet 9:30 a.m., 
Alaine Nadeau, 216-0801. Sun., Feb. 16, 
25-60 miles, show and go series for late 
sleepers, meet 11:30 a.m. at the shopping 
center at intersection of South Livermore 
and Pacific Ave., Richard Hedges, 447-
6197. Anyone planning to go on a ride is 
asked to contact the leader for details on 
where to meet and what to bring.

Tri-Valley CAREs, meeting 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Feb. 20, Livermore Library, room 
A, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. Tri-Valley 
CAREs works to strengthen global security 
by stopping the development of new 
nuclear weapons in the US and promoting 
the elimination of nuclear weapons glob-
ally. New and long-time members alike 
welcome. 

“Hungry” to help someone? Make 
a difference in the lives of homebound 
neighbors as a volunteer driver with 
Meals-on-Wheels in Dublin, Pleasanton 
and Livermore. There is a great need for 
volunteers with opportunities to help once 
a week, every other week or once a month. 
Please call Jennifer at 925-931-5386 for 
more information.

Tuff Girl Fitness and the Livermore 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to commemorate the 5-Year 
Anniversary with the City of Livermore. 
Refreshments and snacks will be served. 
The event will start at 4 p.m. RSVP 

Heritage Estates is among 
the select retirement com-
munities to be presented with 
the 2013 Excellence Award 
from SeniorAdvisor.com, 
the nation’s largest senior 
living referral service.

The award is given to the 
top senior living communi-
ties who have received an 
overall average rating of at 
least 4.5 from residents and 
families’ online reviews.  
The winners were selected 
from more than 100,000 
senior care providers who 
currently subscribe to Senio-
rAdvisor.com.

“Heritage Estates is proud 
to have received the 2013 
Excellence Award from 
SeniorAdvisor.com”, said 
Steve Battisti, General Man-
ager, Heritage Estates.  “We 
strive every day to provide 
the fun, compassionate and 
caring atmosphere that our 
valued residents have come 
to know.  It is truly an honor 
to be recognized for the hard 
work our staff puts forth 
every day. I’m sure our resi-
dents are equally as proud to 
be part of the Leisure Care 
family of communities.”

Winners of the Excel-

Culinary Specialist 2nd Class Enrico Roque (pictured above), 
from Livermore,  prepares soup aboard the amphibious assault 
ship USS Boxer (LHD 4). Boxer is the flagship for the Boxer 
Amphibious Ready Group and, with the embarked 13th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, is deployed in support of maritime  security 
operations and theater security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th  
Fleet area of responsibility. (U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Commu-
nication Specialist  3rd Class Mayra A. Knight/Released)

Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Keith A. Robinson 
graduated from basic military training at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.

Robinson earned distinction as an honor graduate. He is 
the son of Lynette Robinson of La Mesa. The airman is a 1996 
graduate of Amador Valley High School, Pleasanton. He  earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 2000 from Western Washington University,  
Bellingham, Wash.

Air Force Reserve Airman 1st Class Flavian G. Mihale graduated 
from basic military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 
San Antonio, Texas.

Mihale earned distinction as an honor graduate.  He is the son 
of Elena Mihale of Pleasanton. The airman is a 2005 graduate of 
Foothill High School, Pleasanton. He earned an associate degree 
in 2009 from Las Positas College, Livermore.

A Pleasanton native, U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Justin Waller (pic-
tured below), a dog handler with Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Marine Regiment, provides security while fellow Marines search a 
shop at the Qasim Bazaar in Helmand province, Afghanistan, Jan. 
17, 2014. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Corey Dabney)  

 
 

New faces in the Valley born at ValleyCare Medical Center:  
A son, Praneet and Suvesh of Pleasanton, Nov. 27, 2013; A son, 
Angie and Jeff Pedersen of Pleasanton, Jan. 2, 2014; A son, Vanessa 
Louise and Steven Michael Savage, Jr. of San Ramon, Jan. 28, 
2014; A son, Manish Tirunahari and Suresh Akula of Dublin, Jan. 
24, 2014; A son, Ashanti Denis Hunter and Nicholas Mokiates of 
Mountain House, Jan. 28, 2014. 

lence Award are located 
all over the country and 
represent the top tier of 
independent living, assisted 
living, and Alzheimer’s care 
communities on the Senio-
rAdvisor.com website.  This 
exclusive designation places 
the winners in the top one 
percent of the senior living 
communities nationwide, 
according to consumers.

Heritage Estates is man-
aged by Leisure Care, one of 
the nation’s top retirement 
living organizations, which 
brings over 35 years of ex-
perience in creating premier 
retirement communities.   

“SeniorAdvisor.com was 
launched with the goal of 
providing a useful resource 
for the consumers looking 
for first-hand feedback on 
senior care communities,” 
said Eric Seifert, President, 
SeniorAdvisor.com. 

Heritage Estates is one of 
five Leisure Care Communi-
ties to receive the SeniorAd-
visor.com award.  Additional 
details and a complete list of 
award winners can be found 
at https://senioradvisor.com/
content/top-rated-senior-
living-communities

New Faces

Heritage Estates 
Recognized for 

Excellence
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getfit@tuffgirl.com 925-518-4114 1108 
E. Stanley Blvd. The 5-Year Anniversary 
will be celebrated the week of February 
17th with free classes. Special evening 
event on Saturday, Feb . 22nd from 7-9 
p.m. with food, music, raffles from local 
businesses including a 32g iPod Touch, 
membership specials. RSVP Erica Martin 
getfit@tuffgirl.com 925-518-4114 1108 
E. Stanley Blvd.

Dress a Girl Around the World, an 
invitation to make simple dresses for girls 
in third world countries. Next Sew-Fest is 
Saturday, Feb. 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
St. Augustine Hall, Pleasanton. Help is 
needed sewing, ironing, cutting. Bring 
sewing machine or serger, iron, ironing 
board, scissors, along with helping hands. 
(Those planning to stay all day should 
bring a bag lunch.) Always accepting 
cheerful cotton fabric donations. Those 
who can’t make the Sew-Fest but would 
like to sew, please arrange for kits that 
can be sews at home. Questions? Suzanne 
Beck, 925-352-8447 or suzbeck@
yahoo.com

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA, Happy hour in Pleasanton, 
Feb. 20, 5 p.m., RSVP by Feb. 18 to Marge 
828-5124. Family dinner at Colombo 
Club in Oakland, Feb. 22, 6:30 p.m., if 
interested, call Gino ASAP 243-1282. 
Brunch in Livermore, Feb. 23, 12:30 p.m., 
RSVP by Feb. 20 to Ruby 462-9636. Lunch 
in Fremont, Feb. 26, noon, RSVP by Feb. 
23 to Bette 510-357-7873.

Bingo Bash, benefit for Children's 
Hospital - Cooley's Anemia, hosted by 
Italian Catholic Federation Branch #258, 
Sat., Feb. 22 at St. Michael's Parish Hall, 
372 Maple St., Livermore. Doors open 
6 p.m., bingo at 6:30 p.m. Tickets $10 
per person includes one bingo packet for 
10 games. Pizza, snacks and beverages 
available for purchase. Prizes and raffle. 
Dancing to the music of DJ Joe Buonsante, 
surprise entertainment. Reservation dead-
line is Feb. 18. Call Helen W. 462-3798. If 
unable to attend, a donation would be ap-
preciated mail to E. Meier, 6597 Lansing 
Ct., Pleasanton, CA 94566.

Armchair Travelers, a monthly 
program, will take place at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center on Thurs., Feb. 
13, 2014 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Doug 
and Lindy Webb will share photographs 
and dialogue of six (6) cruises they took to 
Alaska. The trips were seven (7) to eleven 
(11) day roundtrip cruises, departing from 
various cities—San Francisco, Vancouver 
and Seattle. The itineraries followed the 
Alaskan coast line, through the Inside 
Passage and up to Seward. Ports of call 
included Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, 
Sitka, Icy Straight Point, Seward and 
Victoria, B.C. Adults are invited to this free 
program on the second Thursday of each 
month in the Community Meeting Rooms 
of the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Liver-
more Avenue, Livermore. For additional 
information please call 925 373-5500.

2014 Bringing Back the Natives 
Garden Tour registration for the Sunday, 
May 4 events is now open. A variety of 
bird- and butterfly-friendly, pesticide-
free, water conserving, low maintenance 
gardens that contain 60% or more native 
plants will be open on Sunday, May 4, 
2014, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at various 
locations throughout Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties. More than 40 garden talks 

will be scheduled throughout the day. 
Workshops - In addition to the Tour and 
plant sale, a series of workshops will be 
offered this spring. www.bringingbackthe-
natives.net

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, A Peaceful 
War Protest will be held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, between 5 - 6 
at the corners of First and Neal Streets. 
Call Cathe Norman at (925) 462-7495; 
Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com; or 
kdowding@pacbell.net. www.Pleasanto-
nians4Peace.org

Free Diabetes Self-Management 
Classes. 7 week series teaches how to 
manage diabetes with exercise, healthy 
eating and medications, and answer all 
questions about living with diabetes. Sat-
urdays through February 22, 9:30-11:30, 
Dublin Senior Center, 7600 Amador Valley 
Blvd. Class is open to adults of all ages 
(not just Seniors) with pre diabetes or 
type 2 diabetes. Please call the Alameda 
County Diabetes Program at 510-383-
5185 to register. Space is limited.

Birthright of Livermore needs 
volunteers: Office is open M-Tu-W-F, 10 
am-2 pm and Th. eve. 6-9 pm. To discuss 
a variety of volunteer opportunities 
please call John M. Kupski evenings at 
606-8230 (or Thursday evenings 6-9 pm 
at Birthright office 449-5887). Birthright 
offers free pregnancy tests, guidance, 
adoption and medical referrals, baby and 
maternity clothing, and more. Those in 
need of services, please visit the Liver-
more office at 1520 Catalina Ct., or call 
(925) 449-5887 during business hours. 
The 1-800-550-4900 Hotline number is 
staffed 24 hours a day. Please see our 
website at www.birthright.org for more 
information. All Birthright services are free 
and confidential. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of 
the store sale. For more information visit 
www.shepgate.org/holiday

Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, 
meets the first Saturday of the month 
through May at 9:30 a.m. in the chapel 
of Asbury United Methodist Church, 
Livermore. Members are descendants 
of patriots of the American Revolution. 
DAR is dedicated to preserving American 
history, promoting patriotism and securing 
America's future through patriotism and 
better education. For information contact 
jhlchapter@yahoo.com or 784-1935.

Arthritis/Chronic Pain Support 
Group, Wednesdays, 4 to 5 p.m. Asbury 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., 
Livermore. Information, contact Barbara 
503-449-3861, or email bltrey@gmail.
com. Free will donations accepted toward 
room rent.

Bereaved Mothers' Network of the 
Tri-Valley, offering support, understand-
ing and compassion to mothers who 
have suffered the loss (past or present) 
of a precious child. Safe, confidential, 

non-judgmental environment. Monthly 
meeting held at 7 P.M. on the first Tuesday 
of the month. Livermore Civic Center 
Library in Community Room "B." Small 
voluntary donations to help with meeting 
and outreach costs are appreciated. For 
further information reach Katie Strube at 
katiestrube@comcast.net. 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 
or visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Liver-
more to provide information and referrals 
and provide community education at 
senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alam-
eda County. The Tri-Valley office is located 
at 3311 Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 
and can be reached by phone at (925) 
371-1531, by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or 
by e-mail at abril.tamayo@cril-online.
org. All services are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tues-
day of the month at 10 a.m. in the second 
floor conference room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All 
Military" is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since Janu-
ary 2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
support of deployed troops. Preparation of 
comfort packages takes place every other 
week - all year long. Providing morale 
support for those deployed. All information 
provided is confidential and is not shared 
for security purposes. To submit a name 
and address, inquire about donations or 
helping, please visit www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or 
call 925 443-7620 for more information 
and the calendar of events. 

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. Con-
templative Service in the Chapel, 10:30 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program. For more information 
www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 
Walnut St., Livermore, holds Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m. with Sunday school for all 
ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes during 
adult worship service. AWANA children's 
program Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 
or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Information 
931-1055. 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 

Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
The church and reading room are located 
at Third and N Streets. The Reading Room, 
which is open to the public, features 
books, CDs and magazines for sale.  
447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and chil-
dren's church provided. A "Night of Wor-
ship" first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sun-
day Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

 Calvary Chapel Livermore, meet-
ings Saturdays at 6 p.m. 5860 Las Positas 
Road, Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 
1239 North Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Adult Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Children's 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. Prayer each 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. followed by Bible 
study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrat-
ing 50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College 
Ave. at M St., Livermore; worships on 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s 
program on Sunday morning and first Fri-
days. The community is welcome. United 
CC is an Open and Affirming ministry.  Call 
449-6820 for more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-
805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
243 Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-
5462, services on Saturday: Sabbath 
school 9:30 a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.
livermoresda.org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday 
School for all ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m., Children’s Church 11:15 
a.m. Women's Bible study Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays. Please call office at 846-
8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday at 
3:30 p.m. Wednesday nights there is adult 
Bible study at 6:45 and NRG and Re.Gen 
for youth, and children's choir for kids. 
Child care during all events. 447-1848, 
www.trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 5860 
Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday Liturgy 
at 10 a.m. For details please see www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m.  For more information call the church 
office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church, 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. Sunday Services: Contempla-
tive Eucharist 8:00 a.m. Sunday School 
10:20 a.m. Choral Eucharist with choir 
10:30 a.m.; child care for children under 5 
available at 10:30 service.

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome. www.little-
brownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Wor-
ship Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. 
All are welcomed. www.pathwaycom-
muntiychurch.org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets 
at 7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or 
email pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more 
info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes 
for The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship 
Service 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 
501 North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are 
Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: 
Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; 
Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds Fel-
lowship; Sunday Worship Service 10:45 
a.m. - Elementary aged children go to 
Kid’s Church following worship, nursery 
available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to the 
Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 p.m. 
- Celebrate Recovery; in the dining hall; 
925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 
Cornerstone Court, Pleasanton. Services: 
9 a.m. blended with choir and band. 
Childcare offered for infants through age 6 
and children start in the worship service. 
10:40 a.m. contemporary worship led by 
a band. Sunday school for children and 
middle-schoolers. www.centerpointe-
church.org 925-846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School, 6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican 

Church (1928 Book of Common Prayer), 
193 Contractors Avenue, Livermore. 
Sunday services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) 
and 10 am (High Mass with Sunday 
School). Other Holy Days as announced. 
For information, call msg. center at 
925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need 
or who would like to donate nonperish-
able food items, please call the office at 
(925) 479-1414 to begin the process. 
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
and Thursday 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up 
by appointment only. The Outreach Center 
will be open every 4th Saturday to dis-
tribute bags from Fresh and Easy Market 
and Sprouts. This will be on a first come 
first serve basis between 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 2333 Nissen Drive, Livermore.

Philosophers’ Café/Culture 
Chat, an informal gathering to discuss 
ideas,10:45 a.m. at Café Rumi, 4799 
Heyer Ave., Castro Valley. The topic is 
“Can Judaism survive without a strong Or-
thodox community?” Philosophers’ Café/
Culture Chat is an activity of the Tri-Valley 
Cultural Jews, a Secular Humanistic Jew-
ish community, but is open to the entire 
community. (Non-members are asked to 
donate $5 per session.) Further sessions 
are scheduled for March 2, and April 13 
with topics to be announced.  240-5612.

Healing journey after death of a 
loved one. St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. Second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30 
p.m. February 13 and 27, 2014. No pre-
registration is necessary. These sessions 
are open to all, regardless of religious 
affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty at 
925-846-5377 for more information.

Unity of Tri-Valley Church - Sunday 
services are at 10:00 a.m.; all are 
welcome. Ongoing small groups, weekly 
activities, choir, classes, and Children's 
church. 9875 Dublin Canyon Rd., Castro 
Valley (2 miles west of Stoneridge Mall). 
(925) 829-2733, www.trivalleyunity.com 
Rev. Karen Epps.

Lynnewood United Methodist, Wor-
ship services are 9:00 and 10:30 am with 
childcare at both times and Sunday school 
at 10:30 am. 4444 Black Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Rev. Heather Leslie Hammer, pastor. 
925 846-0221, www.lynnewood.org.

Manifest Health, Wealth & Happi-
ness in 2014 -  Law of Blooming and the 
Law of Attraction presented by author/
transformational life coach Udana Power.  
Mon., Feb. 24, 7:30 pm., at Unity of 
Tri-Valley Gathering Place, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin.  $5 sug-
gested love offering.  RSVP to Jean Horne, 
510.962.6950 or Jean@EdenWellspring.
com  Also see www.trivalleyunity.com and 
Unity of Tri-Valley’s Facebook page.

Eckankar, “Making This Lifetime 
Count”  is the theme of the next ECK 
Worship Service, Sunday, February 16, at 
11:00 AM.  The ECK Worship service is 
held once a month on the third Sunday at 
the Four Points Sheridan, 5115 Hopyard 
Road . http://eck-ca.org/  by computer.
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The Tri-Valley Branch of the California Retired Teachers 
Association has awarded fifteen stipends of $ 150 each to 
Tri Valley teachers. There were 153 applications by needy 
teachers. 

Selected were:  Dublin - Kate Deloache; Shaun Martins; 
Lu Middleton; Jonathan Ulrich.  Livermore - Janet Bac-
cus; K. Barcelona/P. Baker; Ann Brown; Katelyn Medina; 
Karen Shepard; Lindsay Milligan.  Pleasanton – Tony 
Battilega et al; Emely Correia; Carol Kato; Renee Ogle; 
Abbie Rockwell.   

Habit Restaurants, LLC, 
an Irvine-based restaurant 
company, recently opened a 
Habit Burger Grill at 7295 
Amador Plaza Road in 
Dublin. Prior to its official 
opening on January 22, the 
Habit held three fundraisers 
for local non-profits. 100 
percent of all proceeds-
-$5,072--benefited three 
organizations.  $1,877 went 
to California Restaurant As-
sociation Educational Foun-
dation (CRAEF) Pro-Start.  
Supporters of the Tri-Valley 
YMCA brought in $1,455 
and Share our Strength-No 
Kid Hungry raised $1,740.

The Habit Burger Grill 
distinguishes itself in the 
fast casual burger segment 
with its signature charburger, 

The competitive cheer team from Amador Valley High 
school placed 1st in the USA Regional competition on 
January 18th in Antioch.  Next month the team travels 
to Anaheim to compete in the High School Nationals. 
Pictured are (standing) Krista Lewis, Mckenna Shaffer, 
Lauren Shohfi, Kathy Phan, Rachael Merkadeau, Lauren 
Luke, Claire Chandler, Maci Manos, Julia Oltman, Kayla 
Fulmer; (front)Nikki Waldear, Jessica D'Addabbo, Becky 
Bland, Megan Sensiba, and Brianna Camacho.
 

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
scientist Steve Payne was 
recently selected as a fellow 
of SPIE, an international 
professional society for op-
tics and photonics.

Payne, an active SPIE 
participant since the mid-
1980s, is the group leader 
for sensor materials and 
measurements in the Lab’s 
Chemical Sciences Division 
and is the associate program 
leader for radiation detection 
materials for N Program 
in Global Security. His re-
search interests include ra-
diation detectors, materials, 
optics and lasers.

Founded in 1955, SPIE’s 
mission is to serve engineers 
and scientists in government, 
academia and industry in 
the fields of optics, photon-
ics and light. The nonprofit 
selected Payne as a fellow 

Pictured are (from left) Christopher Azuma, John 
Malchar, Deniece Yates, Sierra Humphrey, and Norm 
Houghton, District 10 Oratorical Chairman.

Tri-Valley Students Take Top 
Honors at Second Level of 
American Legion Contest

The Tenth District of The 
American Legion, which 
covers Alameda County and 
the East Bay as far north as 
Albany, held an Oratorical 
Contest on Saturday, Febru-
ary 1st, 2014 at the Veterans 
Memorial Building in San 
Leandro. Five students com-
peted in the district contest, 
which was the second step 
in the competition. The pre-
pared oration had to be on 

some aspect of the United 
States Constitution, to in-
clude Amendments, giving 
emphasis to the duties and 
obligations of a citizen. The 
assigned topic was the 4th 
Amendment.

The winners of the con-
test were: 1st Place, Christo-
pher Azuma, Amador Valley 
High School, who received 
$200 and represented Pleas-
anton Post 237, 2nd Place, 
John Malchar, Amador Val-
ley High School, who re-
ceived $100 and represented 
Livermore Post 47 and 3rd 
Place, Alleah Bovell, Oak-
land Military Institute, who 
received $75 and represent-
ed Berkeley Post 7. Other 
contestants were Deniece 
Yates and Sierra Humphrey 
from Oakland Military Insti-
tute; they received $25 each.

The winner will next go 
to the Area 2 completion in 
Pacifica on February 16th, 
2014.

Lawrence  L ivermore 
scientist Steve Payne 
was selected as a fellow 
of SPIE, an international 
professional society for 
optics and photonics.

Lawrence Livermore Scientist Selected as SPIE Fellow
because of his research con-
tributions and new discover-
ies in these fields.

“It’s an honor to receive 
this recognition,” Payne 
said. “However, I wouldn’t 
have received this honor 
without the opportunity to 
work collaboratively with 
incredibly talented scientists 
and engineers at Lawrence 
Livermore.”

Payne’s current collabo-
rations include working with 
research teams in Global Se-
curity, which have achieved 
many breakthroughs in 
nuclear detection.  Their 
accomplishments were rec-
ognized with two R&D 100 
Awards and the LLNL Di-
rector’s and Global Securi-
ty’s Gold and Silver Awards. 
Payne is a co-recipient of 
the Department of Home-
land Security’s Award for 
“Superior Performance” in 

Scintillator Discovery.
Several of the materials 

that he and his colleagues 
have developed are com-
mercially available --- in-
cluding the high-resolution 
SrI2(Eu) gamma detector 

and the first plastic capable 
of efficiently distinguish-
ing neutrons from gamma 
rays – and others are mov-
ing toward commercializa-
tion.  Payne has employed 
experimental and theoreti-
cal methods to explain the 
physics of scintillators, and 
is recognized as a key ar-
chitect of the community’s 
roadmap for understanding 
the mechanisms.

Prior to his assignment in 
Global Security, Payne and 
his colleagues developed 
optical materials such as an 
optimized composition for 
NIF’s laser glass (LG-770) 
and innovative laser crystals 
such as Cr:ZnSe, LiSAF, and 
Yb:S-FAP, as well as high-
power laser designs.

Payne is a fellow of the 
Optical Society, an inventor 
on seven R&D-100 Awards, 
holder of 31 patents, and 
recipient of Fusion Power 
Associates 1998 Award for 
“Excellence in Fusion En-
gineering."

menu variety and value. 
For more information, visit 
www.habitburger.com. The 
Habit is also on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/habit-
burger, on Twitter at @
HabitBurger and on You-
Tube at www.youtube.com/
habittube.

 

Habit Restaurant Donates Funds

Teachers Receive Grants




