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Inside PET OF THE WEEK
Sonia is the perfect antidote to winter's chill.  
She loves to cuddle up and snuggle more than 
anything else.  She also purrs loudly and "makes 
biscuits" with her little paws.  Let Sonia keep you 
warm when it's chilly outside!  To meet Sonia, 
come to Valley Humane Society's Kitty City, 
located at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton.  
Call 925-426-8656 or visit the web site www.
valleyhumane.org for more information.

Find Out What's 
Happening

Check out the 
second section
Section II is filled with 

information about arts, 
entertainment and special 
events. There are  educa-
tion stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and 
entertainment and bulletin 
board listings.

Seeking 
The World’s 
Strictest 
Parents
By Patricia Koning

Do you pride yourself in lay-
ing down the law with your own 
teenage children? Would you 
like to show off your unflinch-
ing parenting skills on national 
television? And would you like to 
make the difference in the lives of 
two unruly teenagers? Then you 
may be the family the “World’s 
Strictest Parents” is seeking.

“‘World’s Strictest Parents’ 
promotes family values by taking 
teens with relatable adolescent 
problems like smoking, drinking, 
defying authority, and laziness, 
and placing them with loving, 
welcoming, and well-structured 
families in another part of Amer-
ica for one week,” explains Tyler 
Benton, a senior associate casting 
producer for the show. “The goal 
is to get to a ‘breakthrough point’ 
with the teens, help them turn 
around their attitudes, and maybe 
give them a new perspective on 
the relationship they have with 
their own parents.”

Benton is seeking families 
in the San Francisco Bay Area 
interested in appearing on the 
show. He and his colleagues 
have made one casting trip to 
the East Bay and are planning at 
least one more trip as potential 
families are identified. Livermore 
was suggested as a good place to 
find suitable families by another 
casting producer originally from 
San Jose. 

Families will first be screened 
through a phone interview. “If we 
want to pursue your story, we’ll 
come to your house for an on-
camera interview,” says Benton. 
“Then we turn over the footage, 
application, and interview notes 
to the show’s executives who 

(See STRICTEST, page 10)
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Students took to the Amador Valley High School track to raise money to help in Haiti's recovery. 
For more details, see story on page 7.
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Masks added a touch of mystery to the annual Mardi Gras celebration held at the Bothwell Arts 
Center in Livermore. The colorful masks are a traditional part of the celebration.

For the first time, the an-
nual Amgen Tour of California, 
a professional cycling road race, 
will go through downtown Liver-
more.

Among the announced com-
petitors is seven-time Tour de 
France winner Lance Arm-
strong.

Stage 4 of the tour from San 
Jose to Modesto will be Wed., 
May 19. The race is expected to 
go through Livermore around 
12:30 p.m.

The stage begins with a climb 
up Sierra Road then follows Ca-
lavaras Road  onto Holmes Street 
and into downtown Livermore.  
The peloton will then turn at 
South Livermore Avenue, ride 
along Tesla Road to Mines Rd., 
where the riders will face nearly 
30 miles of a narrow, twisting 
road, climbing most of the way 
before a long descent into Pat-
terson.   

Lance Armstrong 
Is Among the 
Competitors in 
Cycling Road Race

The Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center (LVPAC) 
Tuesday announced that David 
Dial has resigned from his post 
of Executive Director.  Dial, 
who joined LVPAC in 2007, 
will remain on senior staff for 30 
days before returning to his work 
as a consultant, specializing in 
startups and transitions, for Bay 
Area and West Coast non-profit 
organizations.  

In making the announcement, 
Phil Wente, LVPAC’s Board 
Chairman said, “David has led 
our planning efforts toward the 
construction of LVPAC’s 2000-
seat regional theater.  He has, 
over the past 18 months, worked 
closely with our architects and 

LVPAC Announces 
Leadership Change

construction team to ensure that 
the new theater will be the fin-
est large-scale theatrical venue 
in the East Bay and we wish 
him much success in his future 
endeavors.”

Dial came to LVPAC from 
the Computer History Museum 
in Mountain View where he 
supervised the planning and 
development of the museum’s 
facilities and operations.  “With 
the completion of the design and 
development phase for the con-
struction of the regional theater, 
I feel the time is right for me to 
move on to my next project,” Dial 
said. “I’ve enjoyed working with 
the staff and board of LVPAC 

(See LVPAC, page 4)

Programs to attract new busi-
nesses and jobs to this area are 
moving forward.

In a step that could lead to es-
tablishment of a high tech center 
in Livermore, the California’s 
Business, Transportation and 
Housing Agency has selected 
i-GATE (Innovation for Green 
Advanced Transportation Excel-
lence) as one of six applicants 
to be recognized as inaugural 
members of the California iHub 

Livermore Selected As an Innovation Hub
demonstration program.

i-GATE was submitted to the 
state by the city of Livermore 
(iHub coordinator) in  partner-
ship with Sandia National Labo-
ratories/California (Program 
Lead), Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory and several 
others, including two University 
of California campuses. Its mis-
sion is to maximize the economic 
impact of green transportation 
and clean energy technologies 

through expedited technology 
transfer, entrepreneurial assis-
tance, collaboration opportuni-
ties, academic alliances and a 
technology incubator for the 
development of high-growth 
green businesses.

The i-GATE effort is designed 
to drive the Livermore Valley as 
the core of an energy research 
cluster that would expand to 
benefit the regional economy 
and the state of California, create 

jobs, mitigate climate change, 
increase energy security, educate 
the future technical workforce 
and form an interlocking in-
novation web. In addition to a 
Livermore Valley Open Campus 
(LVOC), the i-GATE plan lever-
ages several current initiatives, 
including the National Energy 
Systems Technology (NEST) 
incubator and the i-GATE Aca-
demic Alliance.

“This represents an exciting 

opportunity to both advance 
technology in the transportation 
arena and to increase our partner-
ships with the City of Livermore 
and local businesses,” said Rick 
Stulen, vice president at Sandia/
California.

The i-GATE hub will be lev-
eraged by LVOC, a joint venture 
between Sandia and LLNL that 
will promote greater collabora-
tion between the scientists at 
those laboratories and their part-

(See INNOVATION, page 4)

By Ron McNicoll
A 16-member Bay Area co-

alition that includes Livermore 
and Dublin San Ramon Services 
District (DSRSD) hopes to obtain 
a $2 million federal grant to study 
conversion of their wastewater 
treatment plants’ sludge to elec-
tricity. Use of green waste would 
be included in the project.

The Bay Area Biosolids to 
Energy Project is applying for the 
appropriations request for fiscal 
year 2011/12 through California 
senators Barbara Boxer and 
Dianne Feinstein. The Dublin 

Project Would Convert Sludge to Energy
City Council has endorsed the 
request.

Sludge is the solid material 
left over from wastewater treat-
ment. DSRSD assistant general 
manager Dave Requa said that 
his agency dries the sludge, and 
leaves it on the plant property, 
which is in Pleasanton.

Requa said that eventually the 
site will be filled up. Some other 
disposal method will be needed. 
The bio-solids project looks like 
a good alternative, if it were 
found to be feasible.

A few years ago, DSRSD 

studied the cost of trucking 
sludge outside the county, where 
it would be placed on agricultural 
fields in either San Joaquin or 
Solano counties. That’s an ex-
pensive trip. Current sites may 
become more restricted, even 
shut off, for use as sludge fields, 
even though no crops are grow-
ing there.

Solano County passed a reso-
lution more than two years ago 
that calls for all sludge-spread-
ing treatment plants to switch to 
some process involving waste-to-
energy in three more years.

It is also expensive to truck 
sludge to sites outside the county. 
Then, too, the trucks themselves 
add to the pollution problem. The 
farther they go, the more green-
house gases are emitted.

METHANE GAS
IS A PROBLEM

The other big factor is the 
waste treatment process itself. 
Methane gas is produced from 
decaying material at the treat-
ment plants. Some of it is recov-
ered late in the decay cycle as 
heat or power, but only for the use 
at the plants themselves.

Much more methane remains. 
With the right technology, more 
of it could be reclaimed. There 
could be enough to convert the 
methane to more electricity, per-
haps even enough for an agency 
to sell it to nearby customers 
and create fuel for trucks. This 
is already being done in projects 
operated at landfills, which also 
produce methane gas from the 
decaying deposits at their sites.

Waste Management’s landfill 
in the Altamont began its own 
gas-to-energy project last No-

(See ENERGY, page 4)

By Ron McNicoll
Perhaps one of the best nug-

gets of news in Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman’s State of the City 
speech was the one that was not 
in her speech at all.

Hosterman presented a wide-
ranging view of the city’s current 
economic situation in her annual 

Going for $3 Million Housing Grant Helps Show the State of Pleasanton
state of the city speech delivered 
to approximately 100 people 
at the Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce’s luncheon at the 
Holiday Inn.

The mayor said that city gov-
ernment is stable, despite the 
state’s tax revenue situation. 
Pleasanton is up to meeting 

economic challenges, and is 
able to maintain a high quality 
of services.

However, the mayor said 
she hoped that after her speech, 
someone in the audience would 
ask about the housing news. 
Pleasanton school trustee Jim 
Ott obliged.

Hosterman said that the city 
will join other cities to lobby for 
$3 million in federal funds for 
a project involving repossessed 
homes in the Tri-Valley.

The money would enable the 
cities, through the Tri-Valley 
Community Housing Center, 
to buy them and then pay for 

refurbishing them. They would 
be sold to low income families. 
The money from the sale of the 
homes would go back into a fund 
to purchase more housing.

The Center has helped 100 
families in first-time buyer pro-

(See STATE OF CITY, page 4)

The Pleasanton City Coun-
cil rejected a demand from the 
attorney representing the Oak 
Grove landowners to remove the 
“poison pill” provision from the 
ordinances.

The “poison pill” provision 
would invalidate both measures 
related to the Oak Grove devel-
opment, if one were overturned.

The vote, taken in closed 
session was 4 to 1. Cheryl Cook-
Kallio dissented. She explained 
during the regular council session 
that her vote was consistent with 
her views when the poison pill 
was approved as part of the Oak 
Grove decisions.

Two measures pertaining to 
Oak Grove were approved by 
the council. One concerned the 
planned unit development, which 
allowed for 51-custom homes. 

The second measure approved 
by the council was a development 
agreement. The agreement calls 
for the Lins to turn over 496 of 
the 600 hilltop acres they own 
above Kottinger Ranch to the city 
free of charge. It also commits the 
Lins to give the city $1 million in 
mitigation fees to pay for traffic 
and safety measures and provides 
funds for a special firefighting 
vehicle capable of battling blazes 
on steep hillsides.   The “poison 
pill” provision would invalidate 
the development agreement, if 
the planned unit development 
were overturned. The develop-
ment is the target of the refer-
endum.

The council was scheduled 
to decide whether to rescind the 
Oak Grove development or place 

Council Keeps 'Poison 
Pill' Provision in Oak 
Grove Ordinances

(See OAK GROVE, page 5)
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The truck is awaiting the start of testing in the 80 feet by 120 feet wind tunnel at NASA Ames 
Research Center. 

Researchers at Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab believe 
that streamlining large trucks 
and trailers can save the nation 
billions of dollars in reduced 
fuel costs while cutting carbon 
dioxide production by millions 
of tons.

In a project funded by the 
U.S. Department of Energy, 
the researchers are working 
with NASA, truck manufacturer 
Navistar and several trucking 
companies to develop designs 
that allow big rig trucks to ex-
pend less energy overcoming 
wind resistance.

An average tractor-trailer rig 
uses around 6 miles per gallon of 
diesel fuel.  At freeway speeds, 
more than half of its engine 
output goes to overcoming wind 
resistance.  Air has mass. The 
truck pushes tons of it along the 
roadway much as a snowplow 
pushes snow. 

Wind resistance is more com-
plicated.  The air resists the 
motion of the truck and trailer 
not only at the front but at the 
back, where a low pressure zone 
increases drag.  It accumulates 
along the sides and piles up in 
the gap between cab and trailer 
as well as under the truck in the 
wheel and axle structure.

The research teams plan to 
develop improved aerodynamic 
shapes, especially using flaps 
called fairings, that guide air past 
resisting surfaces.  They estimate 
that their effort can reduce truck 
engine output by as much as 
12 percent, which could reduce 

nationwide diesel fuel consump-
tion by about 3.4 billion gallons 
per year.  At $3 per gallon, that 
translates to $10.2 billion in re-
duced costs.

The savings is not only in fuel 
consumption.  Less fuel burned 
means less carbon dioxide pro-
duced.  The research team cal-
culates that its efforts could also 
mean that 36 million fewer tons 
of the greenhouse gas would be 
generated – the equivalent output 
of four fewer billion-watt coal 
fired power plants per year.

The project, parts of which 
have been underway for years, 
was showcased Tuesday at 
NASA’s Ames Research Center 
in Mountain View, where the 
world’s longest wind tunnel will 
be used for full scale testing of 
trucks mounted with different 
fairing designs against the results 
of computer models. 

The huge wind tunnel, which 
is part of the National Full Scale 
Aerodynamics Complex, mea-
sures 80 feet wide by 120 feet 
long and can easily fit big trucks 
and produce wind speeds typical 
of freeway travel.  It is operated 
by the Air Force’s Arnold Engi-
neering Development Center.

Navistar, formerly Interna-
tional Harvester, is teaming with 
Lawrence Livermore to provide 
and test commercially available 
fairings as well as help develop 
new designs.  Commercially 
available fairings are manu-
factured by companies listed 
as participants in the project: 
Aerofficient, Aeroindustries, AT 

Dynamics, Freightwing, Ladyon 
and Windyne.

The benefits of truck stream-
lining have been clear for de-
cades.  In the 1970s and ‘80s, 
NASA engineers, already skilled 
in aircraft aerodynamics, stud-
ied what would happen if truck 
shapes were changed by round-
ing square corners and attaching 
fairings to smooth out air flow.  
They found that an average 
trucker could save nearly 7,000 
gallons of fuel per year by in-
stituting available aerodynamic 
improvements.

The Department of Energy be-
came formally involved in 1996, 
establishing an Office of Heavy 
Vehicle Technologies to explore 
ways to “enable trucks and other 
vehicles to be more energy ef-
ficient,” according to a program 
review published in 2000 by the 
National Academy of Sciences.  
Early work focused especially on 
engine efficiency and emission 
reduction. However, the program 
review also noted the importance 
of aerodynamic improvements.

Current commercial products 
already advertise substantial 
improvements in economy for 
truckers who use their stream-
lining products.  For example, 

Aerofficient’s website adver-
tises an 11 percent fuel savings, 
Freightwing’s claims 6 percent 
and Windyne boasts nearly 7 
percent.

Whether those numbers rep-
resent real experience is unclear, 
as is the degree to which the 
research project will improve on 
those numbers.  

Efficiency aside, practical 
challenges to changing a truck’s 
design have to do with the pos-
sibility that the fairings will 
interfere with loading, sharp 
turns and clearance over bumpy 
roads or ice and snow.  That’s 
one reason for the participation of 
commercial firms – to bring years 
of actual trucking experience to 
the project.  

Lawrence Livermore’s role 
in the project will be to apply its 
powerful supercomputer capa-
bilities and scientific expertise 
in fluid dynamics – the flow of 
liquids and gasses – to predict 
improvements that are possible 
with various fairing shapes.

In the standard fashion of 
modern research, modeling re-
sults will be compared with 
experimental measurements in 
the wind tunnel, which will then 
feed back to the scientists so that 
they can refine their models and 
predict further improvements.

The Livermore-NASA-Navi-
star project is already well under-
way.  One source, which could 
not be confirmed or corrected 
by the Independent’s press time, 
reported that it had already spent 
$3.4 million, including $300,000 
in fiscal year 2009.

If the project were success-
ful, and if trucking companies 
were willing to buy and deploy 
products based on the improved 
technology, the payoff could be 
realized soon – within the next 
few years.

Kambiz Salari, LLNL’s lead 
scientist on the project, said, 
“This is a technology that could 
easily be installed on the tractor 
trailer trucks that are out on the 
highway today.  The 12 percent 
(energy savings) is just the be-
ginning. We expect to increase 
that savings even more during 
the current series of wind tunnel 
tests. In just three years, we could 
see these devices on the road and 
realize the real fuel savings.”

Big Savings Seen in Truck Streamlining
Lab Project

Just weeks away from the 
closure of the New United Mo-
tors (NUMMI) automobile plant 
in Fremont, workers, local busi-
nesses and the community at 
large on Tuesday received as-
surance that ample resources are 
being mobilized to help with the 
loss of one of Alameda County’s 
largest employers. 

Officials from local, State 
and federal agencies gathered in 
Fremont for a special session to 
outline steps already being taken 
to help NUMMI employees deal 
with job losses and transition to 
new careers, and to articulate 
strategies being adopted to help 
the region recover from the 
economic impact of NUMMI’s 
closure. The session, sponsored 
by Alameda County and the East 
Bay Economic Development 
Alliance (EDA), featured com-
ments by city, County, State and 
federal officials, including repre-
sentatives from the White House 
Initiative for Recovery for Auto 
Communities and Workers. 

“Since the day last August 
when we learned that NUMMI 
would be closing, we have been 

looking at viable re-use options 
for the facility and at ways we 
can best help employees and 
businesses that are suppliers to 
NUMMI to transition to other 
industries,” said Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, who 
represents the Fremont area. 

The auto plant’s closure on 
April 1 will impact not only the 
approximately 5,000 NUMMI 
employees, but also more than 
20,000 workers employed within 
the plant’s supplier network 
throughout the Bay Area and in 
other California counties. Of-
ficials noted that more than $1 
million in support has already 
been allocated to help NUMMI 
workers with the transition, a 
figure that is supplemented by 
the US Department of Labor’s 
decision to offer Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance to employees 
in the form of enhanced benefits 
and retraining resources. For 
NUMMI suppliers, Alameda 
County has contracted with the 
Corporation for Manufacturing 
Excellence (Manex) to assess 
new manufacturing opportunities 
for each business. 

Efforts Underway to Lessen 
Impact of NUMMI Closure
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Employer Information
Tri-Valley businesses are invited to an 

"Employer Information Session" to learn more 
about the American Family Recovery Project, 
an American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) project led by the Tri-Valley Commu-
nity Foundation and Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty.

The objective of the Project is to use federal 
stimulus funding to get family wage earners in 
the Alameda County cities of Pleasanton, Dublin, 
and Livermore back to work, and to help Tri-Val-
ley employers grow their businesses. 

The American Family Recovery Project 
benefits employers by providing referrals of 
job candidates qualified for the Project and by 
subsidizing 80% of their wages and payroll taxes 
until September 30, 2010.  There is no limit on the 
number of positions a company can fill through 
this program. 

The Tri-Valley Business Council is hosting 
weekly information sessions.

One session will be Wed., Feb. 24, 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m. at the Livermore Library, 1188 So. 
Livermore Ave. A meeting in Dublin is set for 
Wed., March 3, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.a t the Civic 
Center, 1000 Civic Plaza. 

RSVP via email to tbrink@trivalley.org by 
noon on the Tuesday preceding  desired date of 
attendance.

For information go to amfamproject@tvc-
foundation.org or call the the Foundation at 
925-734-5672

Homeland Security Talk
Livermore Police Chief Steve Sweeney will 

discuss Homeland Security – Keeping Livermore 
Safe at a community education event.  

The talk is Thursday, February 18, 7 p.m. at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. 

There is no admission charge.
 Learn how the public can help make Liver-

more a safer community. Chief Sweeney will 
talk about the role of the Police Department, 
and how they depend on the citizens to be "eyes 
and ears in the community." He will also discuss 
coordination between the Police Department and 
the Livermore labs, as well as other related topics. 
There will be a good opportunity for questions.

This presentation is hosted by the Livermore 
Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association, 
and supported by LARPD. The entire community 
is invited to participate.  Please call LARPD at 
373-5700 to register so organizers know how 
many attendees to plan for.

Clarification
A quote of a remark by Pleasanton school 

district PTA president Joan Laursen two weeks 
ago from a school board meeting needs clarifica-
tion. The remark was that "pussyfooting around 
on it anymore isn't going to get it done." Laursen 
told The Independent later that her remark was 
not aimed at teachers and their contract negotia-
tions, which had been discussed earlier. Instead, 
it was a call to the school board for action on the 
projected $8 million revenue shortfall for next 
school year, and also for whatever decisions must 
be made about working to solve long-term fiscal 
challenges beyond next year.

 

Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors will sponosr an 
economic and budget forum with 
the theme, “The Worst Is Yet to 
Come.” 

There will be a presentation 
on impacts to local programs 
caused by funding cuts and in-
creased demands for service.

The forum will be held Thurs-
day, February 25 at 9 a.m. in 
the Elihu Harris State Building 
Auditorium, 1500 Clay Street, 
Oakland

To RSVP, please go online to 
http://acgov.org/budgetforums.
htm

The public forum is sponsored 
by the Alameda County Budget 
Workgroup, a committee of the 
Alameda County Board of Su-
pervisors chaired by Supervisor 
Keith Carson that is responsible 
for oversight of the Alameda 
County Budget.   

Alameda County services 
already were pared down sig-
nificantly in the past year, after 
County leaders made several 
difficult budget adjustments to 
close an unprecedented $178 mil-
lion funding gap for the 2009-10 
Fiscal Year.

County finances continue 

to be strained in several ways.  
As home prices continue to 
flounder, so does the amount of 
property tax revenue received by 
the County.   

Also, efforts to close large 
budget deficits in Sacramento 
and Washington mean Alameda 
County is bracing for deep re-
ductions in funding from State 
and federal governments.  Mean-
while, with the unemployment 
rate still high across the region, 
the key safety net services Alam-
eda County provides are being 

met by dramatically increased 
demand.

At the upcoming forums, 
Alameda County leaders will 
discuss how County programs 
are funded and how the weak 
economy and cuts in State and 
federal funding continue to af-
fect local services.   The Board 
has invited mayors and other 
elected officials to attend the 
forum, as well as local leaders in 
health care, labor, social services, 
public safety and other important 
stakeholders.

 

County to Host 'Worst Is 
Yet to Come' Budget Forum

Park maintenance staff for the 
Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District discovered miss-
ing copper wires from soccer 
field lights at Robertson Park 
on the afternoon of Friday, Feb. 
5. Wires to three light poles had 
been cut and removed, along 
with other wires cut near the 
park’s Field House.

A similar instance occurred in 
November and resulted in a loss 
of about $17,500 for repairs. The 
most recent vandalism is estimat-
ed to cost about $10,000 to repair 
and replace, is less extensive than 
before. The damage has currently 
cut power supply to the affected 
light poles situated between the 
soccer fields and employee park-
ing lot, the pole barn, show arena 
and pathway lights.

The District expects repairs 
on the light poles and other pow-
er to be complete in two to three 
weeks, weather permitting. The 

For the first time in the his-
tory of the 10th Congressional 
District, a House member will 
have a staff office in Liver-
more, according to Rep. John 
Garamendi’s office.

Karen Tedford, who is Ga-
ramendi’s constituent services 
manager, will be available to the 
public with the new service on 
Feb. 24. She will be in the city 
manager’s office from noon to 
4 p.m. City hall is at 1052 S. 
Livermore Ave.

Subsequent office hours will 
be announced, said press aide 
Donald Lathbury. It’s expected 

Garamendi Institutes Office Hours in Livermore
the hours will be available once 
or twice monthly, he said. Fu-
ture dates will be announced on 
Garamendi’s House web site, 
which is at http://garamendi.
house.gov.

Tedford will assist constituents 
on many federal issues, including 
Veterans Affairs, Social Security, 
Medicare, IRS, and immigration. 
For an appointment, constituents 
should call (925) 932-8899 at 
least one day in advance. Walk-
ins are also welcome. However, 
appointments are recommended 
to guarantee prompt service.

Tedford has been conducting 

constituency work for the past 
seven years in the 10th CD. She 
said in a press release, “Con-
gressman Garamendi and I want 
to make sure that every resident 
in our district knows that we are 
here to help and ready to serve 
you.”

Garamendi said, “I am a dis-
trict-focused representative. I 
want to make sure that everyone 
in our district has an opportunity 

soccer fields are closed for the 
season, so no practices or games 
will need to be canceled. The 
District, in planning repairs, will 
address additional site security.

LARPD filed a report with the 
Livermore Police Department, 
which plans to increase patrol of 
the area. Livermore Police also 
have officers working special-
ized details to combat specific 
crimes, including copper theft. 
LARPD park ranger may add 
more random patrols of the park, 
as well.

If members of the public 
have any knowledge about this 
crime, please contact the Liver-
more Police Department at 925-
371-4900. LARPD encourages 
neighbors around parks and ball 
fields to be observant of unusual 
activities around the park and call 
the police to report any suspi-
cious activity.

 

Thieves Go After Copper 
Wire at Robertson Park

to take advantage of the resources 
and services available in my dis-
trict offices.”

“My staff will host regu-
lar office hours in the City of 
Livermore to make sure that 
all of our residents in Alameda 
County have an opportunity to 
conveniently meet with us to air 
their concerns related to federal 
agencies,” said Garamendi.
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Audience Development 
The Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center 

(LVPAC) is the recipient of a unique two-year $50,000 
grant from the James Irvine Foundation of San Fran-
cisco.

 Grants in the arts usually go for the development 
of facilities. The Irvine Foundation money will be fo-
cused on audience development — development both 
in numbers and in demographics.

 LVPAC runs the Bankhead Theater and is in the 
processing of planning a large regional theater. The 
Irvine Foundation grant — which comes to Livermore 
from the foundation’s Creative Connections program 
—will help build loyal and ever-growing audiences 
to sustain the new theaters and the community’s other 
arts facilities.

 “We are pleased that the Irvine Foundation has 
recognized our commitment to providing stimulating 
and entertaining performing arts activities for people 
of all ages and backgrounds,” said David Dial, on 
behalf of LVPAC.

 ‘This grant not only helps support our performance 
efforts,” added Dial, “but also encourages us to explore 
fresh technologies and methods to reach and cultivate 
new audiences. These new audiences will ensure that 
LVPAC and the Bankhead Theater continue to prosper 
in the years ahead.”

 Well said.
 

and am pleased that both the 
Bankhead and regional theaters 
have received growing support 
from the Livermore community 
over these past months.”

Wente also announced that 
Len Alexander, LVPAC’s original 
Executive Director, has agreed to 
return to the organization’s senior 
leadership position.  “Len’s expe-
rience with presenting Broadway 
productions and his knowledge 
of performing arts center op-

LVPAC
(continued from page one)

ners in industry and academia. 
According to Energy Secretary 
Steven Chu in a press release 
last year, the LVOC will maxi-
mize the return on the nation’s 
investment in nuclear security. 
Chu stated, “By leveraging the 
groundbreaking research of our 
nuclear security labs through 
private sector collaborations, we 
will bring breakthroughs to the 
market faster and find new solu-
tions to the energy problem.”

The state’s iHub program is 
designed to spur economic recov-
ery and growth by showcasing 
and supporting California’s most 
promising hubs of innovation. 
Six applicants were selected, 
including hubs in Orange County, 
Sacramento, the Coachella Valley 
and San Francisco’s North Bay 
(Sonoma) and Greater Mission 
Bay regions.

The state is now working to 
secure seed funding for the iHub 
program. It is working with enti-
ties such as the U.S. Department 
of Commerce to pursue funding 
grants and other resources.

i-GATE partners include the 
cities of Livermore, Pleasan-
ton, Dublin, San Ramon, Tracy 
and West Sacramento, Sandia, 
LLNL, Joint BioEnergy Institute, 
Scion Group, California Fuel 
Cell Partnership, East Bay Eco-
nomic Alliance, the University 
of Michigan, UC Berkeley CI-
TRIS (UC Institute for Science 
and Innovation), UC Davis, Cal 
State East Bay, Las Positas Col-
lege, Small Business Develop-
ment Center, NewLine Ventures, 
LLC, Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce, Tri-Valley Business 
Council, Alameda County One 
Stop (job training), Alameda 
County Workforce Investment 
and Bridgelux, Inc. 

 Bridgelux is one of the new 
companies moving to Livermore. 
It will occupy the former KLM 
Tencor campus. According to 
Stephan Kiefer, Livermore plan-
ner, manufacturing production at 
the company is expected to begin 
in the Spring of 2010.

Others include, Admedes, 
which manufactures medical 
components, is in the process of 
constructing its facility in North 
Livermore. The work is an-
ticipated to be completed in early 
summer with production to begin 
in June. The city anticipates that 
a medical cluster will develop 
around Admedes.

Other activities are underway 
to encourage the creation of jobs 
in the area.

INCENTIVE PROGRAMS
The Livermore City Council 

voted to revise the city’s business 
attraction incentive program. The 
tax reimbursement program and 
the high wage incentive program 
were changed.

Senior Planner Catherine 
Hagebusch told the council the 
changes are designed to expand 
and improve efforts to attract 
businesses to the city.

Under the old program, busi-
nesses were eligible for sales tax 
reimbursement at two different 
levels, $30 million to $50 million 
and $100 million and up. The 
reimbursements, which for the 
smaller businesses are for five 
years, and the large businesses 
20 years, are designed to assist a 
business in establishing in Liver-
more. The percentage of sales 
tax reimbursed to the smaller 
businesses is 15 to 20 percent, 
the rate for the larger companies 
is negotiated.

The new level for sales tax 
reimbursement is aimed at busi-
nesses generating between $30 
million and $100 million in sales 
tax revenues. Businesses would 
be reimbursed 25 percent of new 
sales tax revenues over fifteen 
years.

Hagebusch noted in her staff 
report that the net financial ben-
efit to the public is substantially 
larger than the city’s financial 
contribution.

The high wage incentive pro-
gram is aimed at bringing in high 
paying jobs. The current program 
is available to non-sales tax 

generating businesses for a five 
year period. They receive $5000 
per employee making equal to 
or above the current average 
Livermore salary. The program 
specifically targets the biomedi-
cal and high tech sectors.

The new program is a ten 
year program for any sales tax 
generating business that has at 
least $3 million in annual tax-
able sales and generates at least 
$30,000 in sales tax to the city. 
The business would receive 
$1000 per employee who earns 
a wage greater than the city’s 
adopted high wage salary for a 
fiscal year. The current high wage 
salary is $58,928.

Hagebusch concluded, “The 
changes will allow the city to 
continue to be competitive in 
attracting new businesses during 
these economic times.”

McNERNEY BILL
Congressman Jerry McNer-

ney (CA-11) has  introduced 
legislation aimed at creating jobs 
and growing  small businesses, 
particularly in areas with high 
unemployment like California.  
H.R. 4620, the Small Busi-
ness Job Creation Act of 2010, 
provides tax credits for small 
businesses to hire people who 
were previously unemployed.  
The bill also includes additional 
tax credits for small businesses 
located in high unemployment 
areas, such as Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Joaquin, and Santa 
Clara Counties.

“Our community has been hit 
particularly hard by the economic 
downturn,” said McNerney.  “I 
hear all the time from families 
who are struggling to make ends 
meet, pay their mortgage and 
send their kids to college. Small 
businesses are the engine of 
our country’s economic growth 
and key to this area’s economic 
recovery.”

 McNerney wrote the legisla-
tion after a recent meeting of his 
Small Business Advisory Board, 
which is made up of local small 

business owners, representatives 
of local Chambers of Commerce 
and leaders in the business com-
munity.

The  bill has received support 
from several local Chambers of 
Commerce.  San Ramon Cham-
ber of Commerce CEO Carolyn 
Degnan, Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce President, CEO Dale 
Kaye and Manteca Chamber of 
Commerce CEO Debby Moor-
head applauded the introduction 
of the bill with the following 
words.

“Legislation that addresses 
the need for job creation is essen-
tial,” said Dale Kaye, President, 
CEO of the Livermore Chamber 
of Commerce.  “Congressman 
McNerney’s bill underscores 
the need for incentives for small 
businesses during this difficult 
recovery as well as the need to 
put people back to work to help 
grow the economy.”

The Small Business Job Cre-
ation Act of 2010 offers the fol-
lowing tax credits to small busi-
nesses who hire new workers:

• A tax credit of 7.5 percent 
of wages earned by an employee 
in 2010, and 5 percent in 2011, 
applicable to the first $75,000 of 
an employee’s salary

• A tax credit of 15 percent 
in 2010, and 10 percent in 2011, 
as above, in counties with an 
unemployment rate higher than 
the national rate

In order for small businesses 
to be eligible to receive these 
credits, they must generate rev-
enue of $20 million or have less 
or no more than 200 full-time 
employees

New hires for whom small 
businesses wish to receive these 
tax credits must be full time em-
ployees working at least 30 hours 
per week. They have to have been 
certified as eligible for unem-
ployment compensation during 
the previous year.  Businesses 
would also be able to rehire 
workers they had to let go as a 
result of the weak economy.

 

INNOVATION
(continued from page one)

vember, and won a significant 
EPA award for it. The project is 
the largest in the world in power 
production for the process.

With the proper new tech-
nology extracting methane gas, 
as much as 50 percent more 
methane could be obtained, said 
Livermore assistant public works 
director Darren Greenwood. That 
means more power and less pollu-
tion, because methane is 20 times 
more potent as a greenhouse gas 
than carbon dioxide.

Unlike DSRSD, Livermore 
already has to haul its sludge off 
site. However, the city doesn’t 
have to haul it far. It uses the 
Vasco Road landfill, and some-

ENERGY
(continued from page one)

By Ron McNicoll
Efforts are underway to put a 

state initiative on the November 
ballot to make it easier to pass a 
parcel tax.

The initiative was announced 
at the Pleasanton school board 
meeting Feb. 9 by audience 
member Jeff Bowser, chair of 
the legislative committee of the 
Pleasanton PTA council.

Pleasanton failed by a few 
percentage points last June to 
gain the two-thirds super-major-
ity needed to pass Measure G.

The initiative, if it is qualified 
for the November ballot, would 
lower the parcel tax requirement 
to 55 percent. No other tax would 
be affected. Pleasanton’s parcel 
tax would have passed easily, 
if 55 percent had been the bar 
to clear.

The initiative, known as the 
Local Control of Local Class-
rooms Funding Act, has been 
endorsed by state Sen. Ellen 
Corbett, whose district includes 
Pleasanton.

The statewide PTA is also 
an endorser. In a press release, 
the organization said that it is 
mobilizing its 1 million mem-
bers statewide to circulate the 
petition.

The organization’s president, 
Jo Loss, said that members over-
whelmingly supported a resolu-
tion at their 2008 convention to 
lower the vote threshold for a 
parcel tax. “This act alone cannot 
solve the problem of chronic un-
derfunding of education through-
out the state. However, it would 

Initiative Drive Wants to 
Set a Lower Parcel Tax Hurdle

empower local communities 
to support their local schools,” 
said Loss.

Bowser told the school board 
that there would be conditions in 
the law. Two-thirds of a school 
board must vote to approve put-
ting it on the ballot. The parcel 
tax would have to be $250 or 
less. There is a voluntary senior 
citizen exemption. An oversight 
committee would be established 
to ensure that the money is spent 
on what the district has said is 
the need.

MORE PRESENTATIONS
ON JOB FUNCTIONS

The board also heard presen-
tations from various categories 
of district employees about the 
function of their jobs. It was a 
continuation of a series designed 
to acquaint the public with the 
many duties and the value of 
those jobs.

Board president Chris Grant 
said that it is part of a bigger 
picture of educating parents and 
the whole community about just 
what the budget figures represent. 
With a voluntary community 
fund-raising drive expected to 
begin at a date to be determined, 
and a parcel tax election likely 
in one year or a little more, it’s 
important to carry on that educa-
tion, said Grant.

A spokesperson for a group 
of science specialists said that 
they have designed a program 
for elementary school that carries 
them well into middle school and 
high school. Even at the earliest 
grades, the program involves the 

scientific method of observing 
and noting, drawing conclusions, 
and tactile, hands-on experienc-
es. There is also carry-over skills 
development that helps students 
with their writing ability.

A reminder about the need 
for science teaching is the fed-
eral government’s goal in No 
Child Left Behind, which is to 
have all students proficient in 
science testing by 2014, said the 
speaker.

A report published in 2005, 
cited by the Lawrence Hall 
of Science, says that in 2007, 
only 37 percent of California 
students, and 46 percent of Bay 
Area students, scored proficient 
in science, she said.

Board president Chris Grant 
remarked that Pleasanton is “in a 
minority as a school district with 
science specialists embedded 
in our elementary school. Test 
results, which are one way of 
measuring proficiency, show an 
increase from 2006 to 2009 (that 
was) the single largest increase 
anywhere within this school 
district.” Members of the school 
board at the time pushed hard to 
make it possible to bring on the 
science specialists, he said.

Several staff people also 
spoke about the value of class 
size reduction (CSR). A teacher 
from Mohr elementary school 
said that reducing class size to 
20 enabled teachers to change the 
way they teach. There were also 
changes in educational standards. 
Results monitored from year to 
year concerning the effectiveness 

of CSR showed improvment an-
nually, she said.

With CSR, hands-on lessons 
are easier. Students’ interest level 
is kept high. Teachers can create 
a more empathetic community 
in classes, she said. The noise 
level is lower. There are more 
opportunities to participate in 
discussions. Students are less 
distracted.

Grant told the audience that 
he has been hearing from parents 
that when they were in school, 
there were relatively large class-
es, and it didn’t seem to impair 
the educational program.  Grant 
said that it’s important to remem-
ber that mandated performance 
standards have increased, and 
so has the linguistic and cul-
tural complexity of the different 
groups served by the schools in 
the mainstream.

A site administrator talked 
about the duties of the vice prin-
cipals. They provide support and 
guidance for teachers and staff. 
Each acts as a representative of 
the principal, and makes deci-
sions with that in mind.

Most duties are behind the 
scenes. Vice principals help over-
see programs such as AVID, Title 
I, character education, student 
activities, the laptop program, 
and the Go Green Initiative. They 
also look after school safety, 
so students feel comfortable in 
the environment, and can learn 
better.

In high school, they also make 
sure that students are on track for 
graduation, and prepared to enter 

times during the year instead 
takes it to an approved site on a 
ranch in the Altamont.

Although Livermore is not 
facing a crisis concerning sludge 
disposal, the city is on board with 
trying to launch a pilot project for 
bio- solids to fuel, said Green-
wood.

Greenwood added that the 
staff might ask the city council 
for a letter to Boxer and Fein-
stein, as DSRSD asked the Dub-
lin council. Or the city manager 
might write a letter. Right now, 
the staff is studying it further. The 
city definitely “wants to be at the 
table. We’ve made some financial 
contribution,” said Greenwood.

Agencies in the coalition are 
charged on the basis of the dry 
weather effluent flow coming 
through their plants. Livermore 
is paying $74,000 for a two year 
period. DSRSD, which serves 
Dublin, San Ramon and Pleasan-
ton, pays $94,000. Total two-year 
income from the 16 agencies is 
$1.7 million. The money pays 
for starting the project, including 
hiring consultants to conduct the 
study. The federal money would 
help push the project further 
along.

San Jose is also applying for 
a grant for its own study. Both 
entities are coordinating their 
respective projects. One group 

might learn from the other as 
the projects go forward, said 
Requa.

The bio-solids coalition, 
which uses the acronym BAB2E, 
is definitely in a learning situa-
tion. “We are investigating new 
technologies. We are in the early 
study stages. We will see what the 
processes are, and the impact on 
the environment,” said Requa.

The Delta Diablo Sanitation 
District in Antioch serves as 
the administrative leader of the 
coalition. Delta Diablo general 
manager Gary Darling said that 
the goal is to have a pilot project 
“up and running in two years.”

grams in the Tri-Valley. The new 
funding, if obtained, would help 
put eight or 10 such families in 
housing the first year, and five an-
nually afterward. There would be 
the added benefit of creating local 
jobs for the housing refurbish-
ment. The housing would also be 
of green construction, an added 
benefit to the home-buyer and the 
environment at large.

“It’s not a panacea. We can’t 
solve (all of the problems).” The 
cities can work to solve of them, 
she said.

In her speech, the mayor 
pointed out that 40 California 
cities, including San Anselmo, 
South San Francisco and Peta-
luma have entered “a state of 
severe hardship.” Pleasanton is in 
good shape, because it was able 
to cut costs by leaving jobs open 
through attrition.

The city’s budget in 2007-08 
was $94 million, and that was cut 
to the current $87 million. “We 
are operating within our means,” 
said Hosterman.

“We are committed to a high 
quality of life. We have good 
schools, low crime, and clean 
streets. It adds up to an attractive 
place,” she said.

 However, there is no dodging 
the global economy. The closing 
of the NUMMI plant in Fremont 
will decrease incomes for some 
in the community. That will have 
a ripple effect on others.

On the up side, a supermarket 
will be moving into the Rose 
Pavilion, where Levitz was con-
ducting business.

Answering a question about 
a potential right to do business 
ordinance requested by some 
downtown merchants, Hoster-
man said the council will be 
gaining more information from 
the downtown association about 

the proposal. “There will be 
conflict. We will have to look at 
it,” said Hosterman, adding later 
that whether the instrument is a 
right to do business ordinance or 
not, the “whole idea is a vibrant 
downtown.”

By the numbers, Hosterman 
profiled a few categories from 
2009. Crime was down 13 per-
cent; 850 people were inoculated 
at a fairgrounds H1N1 clinic 
sponsored by Pleasanton and 
Dublin and the fire department. 
The switch to a new curbside 
recycling system for trash will 
increase recyclables by 22 per-
cent. Eventually the city must 
meet a county voter mandated 
75 percent reduction from the 
waste stream.

Hosterman said the city had 
some free events. They included 
free outdoor movie night at Way-
side Park, the library offered free 
cultural events, thanks to grants, 
and provided a free diabetes 
program.

There also are free sessions 
with consumer counselors at the 
Senior Center. People of any age 
can meet with counselors over 
such things as determining how 
to get satisfaction over malfunc-
tioning goods.

On the environmental front, 
the city established a commission 
on energy and the environment.

Work still lies ahead in the 
fiscal area. Hosterman told a 
questioner that the city is study-
ing what needs to be done about 
city employee pension reform. It 
should be on the council’s agenda 
in March or April, in time for a 
Mayors Conference session on 
the topic. Hosterman said there 
is much support from other cities 
concerning pension reform.

STATE OF THE CITY
(continued from page one)

erations across the country will 
serve LVPAC well as we move 
forward with our two theaters,” 
Wente stated.  Currently Acting 
Director for External Affairs, 
Alexander has been working with 
the LVPAC board and staff to 
secure individual and corporate 
contributions toward the con-
struction of the regional theater 
with more than $11.3 million 
currently in hand.  
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The California Fish and Game 
Commission voted in December 
to approve new statewide sport 
fishing regulations for 2010-2012 
that include a year-round closure 
on all fishing in Alameda Creek 
and its tributaries downstream of 
San Antonio, Calaveras, and Del 
Valle reservoirs. The goal is to 
protect listed steelhead trout and 
remnant populations of native 
rainbow trout. 

Conservation and flyfishing 
groups in the watershed and 
throughout the state supported 
the Alameda Creek regulations 
due to the conservation signifi-
cance, low population numbers, 
and potential threats to steelhead 
and rainbow trout populations in 
Alameda Creek.

“We’ve worked very hard for 
over a decade to begin to bring 
steelhead trout and salmon back 
to Alameda Creek. We support 
the closure on fishing at this time 
to allow steelhead to recover and 
reduce potential impacts on rem-
nant rainbow trout populations 
below the major dams,” said Jeff 
Miller, Director of the Alameda 
Creek Alliance. “If we can re-
store the native fish of Alameda 
Creek and thereby contribute 
to the recovery of the central 
coast population of steelhead 
trout, we can potentially revisit 
fishing regulations in the future 
to provide some unique angling 
opportunities near an urban area. 
However, without immediate 
protection of the limited trout 
populations still residing in the 
creek, the seeds of successful 
restoration could be lost.”

The new fishing regulations 
resulted from a combination of 
Department of Fish and Game 
and public requests for revisions 
to sport fishing bag limits to 
protect fisheries’ resources. The 
new regulations provide year-
round closure of all fishing for 
areas downstream of the major 
reservoirs in the Alameda Creek 
watershed, while continuing to 
allow catch-and-release fly-fish-
ing (with artificial lures and barb-
less hooks) where there is legal 
access for fishing in tributaries 
upstream of these reservoirs, 
from the end of April through 
November 15.

The Alameda Creek Alliance, 
California Sportfishing Protection 
Alliance, Center for Ecosystem 

Management and Restoration, 
Friends of Sausal Creek, Golden 
West Women Flyfishers, Mis-
sion Peak Fly Anglers, Nature 
in the City, Northern California 
Council of the Federation of Fly 
Fishers, Regional Parks Associa-
tion, and Tri-City Ecology Center 
supported the proposed changes 
to the fishing regulations for Al-
ameda Creek and its tributaries. 

The Department of Fish and 
Game requested the new Alam-
eda Creek regulations because 
of the substantive efforts that 
are underway to provide fish 
passage over migration barriers 
in Alameda Creek. 

The state fishing regulations 
up until 2006 allowed for the take 
of up to five trout per day from 
Alameda Creek during a late 
April to mid-November fishing 
season. In 2006 fishing in the wa-
tershed was restricted to catch-
and-release fishing using only 
artificial lures and barbless hooks 
during the fishing season. Public 
access for fishing is not allowed 
in the flood control channel in the 
lower creek, in Niles Canyon, or 
in the Sunol Valley.

Above the major dams, public 
fishing access on public land is 
only provided above Del Valle 
Reservoir. Alameda Creek, the 
largest watershed of all local 
streams tributary to the San Fran-
cisco Bay, is becoming an urban 
stream success story after de-
cades of restoration efforts. Since 
steelhead trout in the Bay Area 
and central coast were listed as 
threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act in 1997, numerous 
organizations and agencies have 
been pursuing restoration proj-
ects to allow migratory fish from 
the Bay to reach spawning habitat 
in upper Alameda Creek. 

Downstream of major dams, 
11 fish passage projects at small 
and medium barriers in the creek 
have been completed since 2001 
and several more major fish lad-
der and dam removal projects will 
be completed by 2012. This will 
allow anadromous fish access to 
20 miles of suitable spawning 
and rearing habitat in the water-
shed for the first time in almost 
half a century. Alameda Creek is 
an ‘anchor watershed’ considered 
regionally significant for restora-
tion of threatened steelhead trout 
to the entire Bay Area.

it on the ballot. The decision took 
place after The Independent’s 
deadline.

Councilmember Matt Sullivan 
had requested that the matter be 
continued until the next meeting. 
He stated that discussions held in 
closed session led him to the con-
clusion that he needed more legal 
advice before he could made a 
decision. He also stated that the 
public should have access to the 
same information.

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
responded, “This matter has been 
dragging out for years. An entire 
body of information has been 
available to the public. I want 
to hear this tonight and make 
a decision so people will have 
the opportunity to vote on this 
project.”

Her remark points to what 
many speakers said during the 
public hearing, that she and 
two other councilmembers had 
already made up their minds on 
what they planned to do, that is to 
place the matter on the ballot.

Councilmember Cindy Mc-
Govern backed Sullivan’s re-
quest, stating she too would like 
more information.

In response to a 3 to 2 vote 
rejecting the request to continue 
the matter, Sullivan commented, 
“It’s a matter of respect and cour-
tesy to support a councilmember 
when he or she says there is a 
need for more information on 
which to base a decision. I am 
extremely disappointed that my 
request was not respected.”

The council was to consider 
two options, one was to rescind 
the original approval the other to 
place the issue on the ballot. The 
council could select either the 
June or November election.

Oak Grove was approved in 
November 2007.  Former coun-
cilmember Kay Ayala led a group 
of residents who gathered 5,225 
signatures to put the project to a 
vote. Jennifer and Frederic Lin, 
who own the land, sued to block 
the referendum in December 
2007. An Alameda County Supe-
rior Court judge originally sided 
with the Lins, ruling that Ayala 
and her group did not carry the 
proper information when gather-
ing signatures.  

That decision was later over-

turned by an appeals court.  The 
Lins appealed the decision to 
the state Supreme Court, which 
declined to hear the issue.

In 2008 Pleasanton residents 
approved measures PP and QQ. 
Each contains provisions de-
signed to protect the hillsides 
and ridgelines around Pleasanton 
from development. PP, which 
was a citizen initiative, prohibits 
grading to build development on 
slopes with a grade greater than 
25 percent or within 100 vertical 
feet of a ridgeline. The council 
generated initiative, QQ, requires 
the city to develop a collaborative 
process to create an ordinance to 
protect the hillsides and ridge-
lines. PP received more votes 
than QQ.

Speakers cited the approval 
of PP and QQ as grounds for the 
council to rescind the Oak Grove 
approval.

While the case was still under 
consideration by the Court of 
Appeal, the Lins asked that the 
city sign the development agree-
ment. The city declined to do so. 
Judge Frank Roesch then ordered 
Pleasanton City Manager Nelson 
Fialho to sign. Roesch ruled that 
the development agreement be-
tween the Lins and the city was 
separate from the Planned Unit 
Development (PUD).

In his letter to the city, the 
Lins’ Attorney Andrew Sabey 
writes, “If this referendum is 
successful at the polls, its spon-
sors will undoubtedly rely on the 
‘poison pill’ language to claim 
that the referendum has the ef-
fect of not only setting aside the 
ordinance, but also by extension, 
the development agreement.” 
He suggests that it is in the 
city’s best interest to avoid an 
unnecessary legal challenge and 
to avoid breaching the develop-
ment agreement by removing the 
poison pill provision. 

 Sabey points out that the 
agreement contains language that 
obligates the city to take any and 
all actions as may be necessary 
and appropriate to ensure that 
the vested rights provided by 
the development agreement can 
be enjoyed by the Lins. He con-
cludes, “Eliminating the poison 
pill now would be a simple action 
the city should take to meet its 
contractual duties.”

 

OAK GROVE
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New Fishing Restrictions 
OKed Along Alameda Creek

Construction of a new school-
based health center and a new 
Detox/Sobering Station were ac-
complished. Enhancements were 
made  to emergency medical 
service delivery. Over $8 million 
in federal, state, and private foun-
dation matching and leveraged 
funds were realized.

The latest report about “Mea-
sure A” health care spending in 
Alameda County is filled with 
good news. The report contains 
descriptions of enhanced ser-
vices, expanded outreach, and 
upgraded facilities—thanks in 
part to the 2004 Measure A sales 
tax increase passed by Alameda 
County voters.

Measure A, the Essential 
Health Care Services Initiative, 
raised the County sales tax by 
one-half cent to support emer-
gency medical, hospital inpatient, 
outpatient, public health, mental 
health, and substance abuse ser-
vices for indigent, low income, 
and uninsured County residents. 
This “half-cent on the dollar” has 
made a big difference: Measure A 
generated $115,852,743 in fiscal 
year (FY) 07/08.

Measure A also created a Citi-
zen Oversight Committee that 
monitors Measure A spending 
for each FY. In October 2009, 
the committee published its 
third report, covering Measure 
A spending for FY 07/08. High-
lights from the report include the 
following:

• Alameda County Medi-
cal Center. Measure A funding 
helped ACMC stabilize its finan-
cial condition and accomplish 
the following: increase total 
patient days, daily census, and 
inpatient and outpatient surger-
ies; reduce triage and medical 
appointment wait times, and es-
tablish the Healthy Hearts Clinic, 
Primary Care Health Coach 
Program, and Rapid Evaluation 
Accelerated Care at Triage (RE-
ACT) Program. In FY 07/08, the 
ACMC Measure A allocation was 
$86,889,558.

• School-based health centers. 
The school-based health centers 
in Alameda County used Mea-
sure A funds to increase clinic 
visits, first aid and medical visits, 

and mental health visits from 
year to year. Measure A enabled 
the opening of new clinics and 
expansion of services across 
clinics, including implementation 
of a computer system to collect 
data from across the sites. In FY 
07/08, the school-based health 
centers Measure A allocation was 
$1,030,000.

• St. Rose and Children’s 
Hospitals. With help from Mea-
sure A, St. Rose implementing 
a diagnostic radiology picture 
archiving system and served 
nearly 14,000 children annu-
ally in the Silva Pediatric Clinic. 
Children’s Hospital and Research 
Center in Oakland doubled the 
number of visits to its adolescent 
clinics, expanded its medical and 
mental health services to victims 
of abuse and domestic violence, 
and continued to provide surgi-
cal implants to address hearing 
loss in children. In FY 07/08, 
the St. Rose/Children’s Hospi-
tals Measure A allocation was 
$5,885,000.

• Emergency room (ER) and 
on-call physicians. Many ER and 
on-call physicians receive partial 
or no payment for emergency ser-
vices they provide to indigent and 
uninsured patients. Measure A 
funds helped bridge the payment 
gap for physicians performing 
these vital services, thereby help-
ing to stabilize and maintain the 
availability of these services. In 
FY 07/08, the ER/on-call physi-
cians Measure A allocation was 
$1,545,000.

• Detox/Sobering Station. 
Measure A funded a 50-bed 
Sobering Station and a 32-bed 
Detoxification Facility. In addi-
tion to meeting a pressing need, 
the facilities promote savings 
for police, fire, and emergency 
departments through significant 
reductions in demand for their 
services. In FY 07/08, the De-
tox/Sobering Station Measure A 
allocation was $2,060,000.

• Alameda Health Consor-
tium Clinics. Member clinics 
receiving Measure A funds have 
provided almost 82,000 clinic 
visits to medically indigent pa-
tients, 11.5% more than required 
under its Measure A contract. For 

every $1 the County provides 
to consortium clinics, other 
revenue sources have provided 
$10 to the clinics. In FY 07/08, 
the Alameda Health Consortium 
Clinics Measure A allocation was 
$6,192,767.

• Inter-agency collaboration. 
FY 07/08 saw a growing collabo-
ration among Alameda County, 
the Alameda County Medical 
Center, the Public Health Depart-
ment, and community-based clin-
ics. Measure A helped fund some 
of these collaborative efforts.

“In a time where our County 
is grappling with both economic 
and health care-related stresses, it 
is wonderful to see the real ben-
efits that Measure A is bringing 
to so many,” said Beth Pollard, 
chair of the Oversight Commit-
tee. “The fact that voters have 
opened their pockets to help the 

uninsured, low income, and indi-
gent in Alameda County speaks 
volumes about the values of our 
community.”

The full report contains ad-
ditional information, such as a 
complete list of all providers 
receiving Measure A funds in 
FY 07/08; the amounts received 
by each provider; descriptions of 
the services offered by Measure 
A recipients; maps showing the 
geographic distribution of Mea-
sure A fund recipients, indicating 
the spread of services throughout 
all parts of Alameda County; and 
more. 

For a free copy of the re-
port, please go to www.acgov.
org/health/ to download a copy. 
Or call (510) 667-7994 or email 
Linda.Truong@acgov.org to re-
quest a free copy in the mail.

Measure A Has Enhanced Medical Services 
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The Junction Ave. Middle School 8th grade girls basketball team 
won the 2009-10 Championship game on Thurs. February 11th 
defeating the Mendenhall Cougars, 31-26.  Leading up to the 
championship game, the lady Bulldogs fought through a tough 
bracket  defeating Christensen Middle school of Livermore and 
Hart Middle school of Pleasanton (in double overtime).  "I told the 
girls they will win with their defense," said coach Bob Glaviano. 
Leading by only 2 with 50 seconds left they hustled and took 
their lead up to 5 by the time the whistle blew.  Players pictures 
are (back row, left to right) Sydney Hartman, Michaela Saavedra, 
Kayleigh Lagrutta, Jessica Irwin; (middle row) Gabby Parker, 
Malene Cairel, Hayley Atkinson; (front row) Nicole Lutz, Madeline 
Glaviano, Hannah Mata and Courtney Cabral. Not pictured are 
coach Kevin Duke and coach Bob Glaviano and player Emma 
Karsseboom.
 

Judo players from the Amador Judo team, Livermore, competed 
this past weekend in the 62nd annual San Jose Buddhist 
Memorial Judo Tournament. They competed against over 500 
competitors from all over the United States. Taking top honors 
were the following Amador Judo team members: undefeated 
and bringing home a gold medal, 1st, Victoria Burke, 14 yrs.,  
Livermore; gold medal, 1st, Gabrielle Gamboa, 11,  Dublin; 1st, 
Dan Ikegami, 8, Dublin; 1st, Nicholas Chua, 10, Dublin; silver 
medal: 2nd place, Kai Ikegami, 10, Dublin; bronze medal: 3rd 
place Abby Maciel-Lahann, 6, San Leandro; James Stonecipher, 
7, Dublin.

Edge Gymnastics
The Edge Gymnastics team competed 

in a Chicago Style Gymnastics Meet hosted 
by Illinois Gymnastics Institute (the world's 
largest gymnastics meet) at Navy Pier Chi-
cago, Illinois  on February 12-14. The Level 
8 team placed fourth overall.

Results: 
Level 10: 15 under age group: Serena 

Leong,  9th vault 8.7,  6th bars 8.3,  9th 
beam 8.650, 3rd floor 9.425, 4th all around 
35.5075; 16 year old age group: Jordan 
Ratcliff,  6th vault vault 8.8,  4th bars 8.3, 
3rd beam 8.85

Level 8: 12 and under age group: Hannah 
Skinner, 12th vault 8.7, 5th bars 9.225, 1st  

beam 9.425, 7th floor 9.4,  4th all around 
36.75; 14 and over age group: Hannah 
Lachman, 13th vault 8.325, 5th bars 8.9, 
17th beam 8.45,  17th floor 8.95,  13th all 
around 34.625; Hayley Timmons,   1st bars 
9.525,  10th beam 8.8, 1st floor 9.6  ; Heather 
Hovander, 1st vault 9.325,  12th beam 8.6, 
3rd  floor 9.4 

Level 9: 13 under age group: Hannah 
Hitchcock, 6th vault 8.875, 10th bars 7.6, 
9th beam 8.45, 11th floor 8.55, 9th all around 
33.475; 14-15 age group: Vinnesa Narvaez, 
20th vault 8.7,  8th  bars 8.85, 11th beam 
8.775, 12 all around 34.075

CYO Basketball
NUTZ stars, Jordan Volponi and Natalie 

Assemi, took St. Isidore by storm in 7th grade 
girls basketball action with a dominating 
31-11 win for the final regular season game.  
Losing to them in the first game of the season 
wasn’t easy to swallow and it was time for 
revenge.  The NUTZ came out on top and 
never looked back.  Team Captain, Jessica 
Elfin, led her team on offense shooting 
57% from the field including 8 points, 6 
rebounds, a steal, a turnover, an assist and 
several blocked shots.  Natalie Palomo put 
up another 9 attempts, 6 points, 4 rebounds 
and 3 steals.  Assemi lead the defensive ef-
fort with 7 rebounds, 3 steals and caused 2 
turnovers.  Volponi continues to strive with 

her best efforts and proved once again that 
dynamite comes in small packages.  Her best 
game yet, she ended up with 6 rebounds, 4 
steals, 4 attempts, 2 points and caused 3 
turnovers.  Katie Johnson, Rachel LaRont, 
Alyssa Gonzalez and Sarah Partridge finished 
out the scoring with 11 points, 8 steals and 4 
rebounds.  The NUTZ advance to the bonus 
round with a 7-3 season record and a 3rd 
place finish in their division.

•        •        •
SM/SC fifth grade boyd team defeated 

CCOP 51 to 21. SM/SC top players were 
Bryce Disbrow who scored a phenomenal 
17 points and had 2 rebounds, Jason Frost 
who scored 9 points and had 2 rebounds, 
and Tyler Gonzales who scored 14 points 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen 

There was lots of action as the two sides battled under the 
basket in a game that pitted Foothill High School against 
Granada.  Foothill defeated the Granada Matadors 56 to 47 
in East Bay Athletic League varsity men's basketball action.  
Adam Martinez, far left,  goes up for a shot, which is blocked 
by a Foothill defender.  Foothill defeated Granada  52 to 50 in 
a close varsity girls' match-up.
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and had 1 steal. 
•        •      •
St. Joan defeated SM/SC fifth grade team, 

30 to 22.  SM?SC had awesome play from  
Bryce Disbrow, Aezon Fernandez, and CJ 
Malski. Disbrow played scored 12 points.  
Fernandez scored 4 points, had 2 assists 
and 4 rebounds.  CJ Malski scored 2 points 
and had 1 assist.

•        •       •
Team 321 SM/SC lost to 327 CCOP. 19 

to 6. The Raptors (team 321) played aggres-
sively and as a team for their last game of the 
season.  Joseph Fields led the offense scoring 
4 points, even with an injury.  Evan Capurro 
also scored 2 points and made many shots 
aned rebounds.  Jake Engemann and Micheal 
Honeycutt played an awesome defense to 
help keep the other team to 4 points during 
the last quarter.  

Youth Basketball
The Livermore - Our Savior Lutheran 

School (OSLS) 7th & 8th grade boys’ var-
sity team hosted a very strong San Lorenzo 
- Calvary Lutheran team on Thursday 
(2/11/10) evening.  Calvary Lutheran took 

the victory edging out Our Savior Lutheran 
48-33.  Top offensive players for OSLS were 
Noah Brandt and Alex Clark.  Top defensive 
players for OSLS were Jake Olofson and 
Morgan Sloan.   Top offensive players for 
Calvary Lutheran were Trevor Contier and 
Jacob English.  Top defensive players for 
Calvary Lutheran were Alex Dronkers and 
JJ Wilkins.

Seahawks at  C/B/A+ Meet
The Pleasanton Seahawks Swim eeam 

recorded many new cuts in competition at 
the Stockton Swim Club C/B/A+ Meet on 
February 6-7.  

In the pre-senior group five swimmers 
achieved 91% Lifetime Bests (LTB) with 
six new Junior Olympic (JO) cuts: Madison 
Burson - 100% (LTB) with new “A” time 
in the 100 breast; Analese Chinn - 100% 
LTB, new JO times in the 200 free/50 fly; 
Kayla Lindsay - 6/8 LTB, new JO time in 
the 50 free; Jeffrey Tang - 100% LTB with 
new JO times in the 50/100 free.  

The junior/pre-junior groups delivered 
additional JO and Far Western (FW) cuts: 
Wolf Lachance made JOs in the 100/200 free; 
Kyle Oslund - 2/3 LTB with new JO times in 

the 400 IM/100 breast; Emma Kauffeld made 
JOs in the 50/100 free; Mike Yao made JO in 
the 50 free and FW in the 100 breast.   

Baseball Openings
NorCal Grizzlies Baseball 2010 Spring 

Teams 10U, 11U, 12U, 13U and 14U teams 
still have several roster spots available for the 
upcoming tournament season. Please contact 
Tom Graham, Head Coach, at 925-922-5050 
or tomg@norcalgrizzlies.org.  Schedule 
an evaluation at  www.norcalgrizzlies.
org/2010springballreg.html.

PGSL Registration 
2010 Registration is now open for all 

divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls 
Softball League.  All girls living in Pleas-
anton, Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play 
PGSL softball.  Two ways to register: 1) 
Online at www.pleasantonsoftball.org; 2) 
Mail-in: PGSL, P.O. Box 911, Pleasanton 
, CA 94566 (download a registration form 
from the website).  Please note, late registra-
tion fee applies after December 15, 2009.  
For more information or questions, contact 
Christine Tanis at christine.t@pleasanton-
softball.org.

Players Sought
Tracy Futbol Clubs U-12 Fireballs Hi 

Comp Soccer team looking for players. 
Birthdate must be between August 1, 1997 to 
August 1, 1998. For more information please 
contact George Edwards at (209) 613-2294 
or E-mail g1edwards@msn.com.

Baseball Tryouts
New Revolution Baseball is hosting try-

outs for their 12U, 13U, 14U and 8th Grade 
Elite Team for the Spring/Summer season. 
Focus is on individual skill development, 
instilling discipline, confidence, a higher 
work ethic and greater expectations within 
the individual. Contact Dan Olmo for a tryout 
at 925-548-2732 or olmo.baseball@comcast.
net or fill out a tryout request form at www.
newrevolutionbaseball.com/tryout_request.
html. More information at www.newrevolu-
tionbaseball.com.

Baseball Players
Colt .45s 19U baseball players wanted.  

Focus is on high school and freshmen college 
players.  No conflicts with the high school 
season.  For more information, contact Coach 
Max Valencia at (925) 639-9034 or email 
maxvbaseball@hotmail.com.

Inline Hockey
Valley Inline Hockey in Livermore is 

preparing for Spring with Youth and Adult 
Signups. Discounted early bird signups will 
be held Feb 6 and 13 at the rink from 10am-
1pm.The rink is located behind Junction Ave 
Middle School with parking off Ladd Ave. 
Leagues include Mites (ages 6 and under) 
free learn to play and skate class. Squirts 
(ages 7-10), PeeWees (10-13), Bantams 
(13-16),  Adults (16 and up). Equipment 
can be borrowed as long as you have skates. 
For more details on costs and league call us 
at 925-443-1500 or check the web at www.
valleyrollerhockey.net 

Charity Golf Tournament
The Tri-Valley YMCA will host its 3rd 

Annual Charity Golf Tournament on Fri., 
April 30 at the Callippe Preserve Golf Course 
in Pleasanton. 

The event will include silent and live 
auctions, a women's beauty event, and a 
dinner.  Free certified childcare will be 
provided from 3:30 p.m. until the conclusion 
of the festivities. 

For all who register by April 1st, the 
cost is $165.  After April 1st, the price is 
$185 which includes golf, lunch, dinner 
and refreshments.  The golf begins at 1 p.m. 
with a shotgun start but golfers may begin 
checking in at 10 a.m.  

The funds raised for this event benefit 
the programs of the Tri-Valley YMCA whose 
policy is to never turn away a child or family 
for lack of funds.  There are many sponsorship 
opportunities such as hole sponsorship and a 
"Corporate Outing Foursome" special.  Live 
and silent auction items are being welcomed 
to help raise funds in support of the Y mis-
sion of building strong kids, strong families, 
strong communities. 

Adult Softball Leagues
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District’s adult softball leagues registration 
is open now through Feb. 19 for men’s, 
women’s, coed and business leagues that 
begin play in April.

The leagues are open to anyone 18 or 
older. Teams can register as a group, or 
individual players can sign up to be placed 
on a “free agent” list. Team packets can be 
picked up at the Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave., or received 
by mail or e-mail and returned. Teams must 
submit completed registration packets by 
Feb. 19 to secure a spot in the league.

Men’s league plays Mondays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays at 6:30, 7:45 and 9 p.m. 
$700 per team.

Women’s league plays Thursdays at 6:30, 
7:45 and 9 p.m. $700 per team.

Coed league plays Fridays at 6:30, 7:45 
and 9 p.m. $700 per team.

Coed business league plays Tuesdays at 
6, 7:15 and 8:30 p.m. $670 per team.

For more information or to register, 
contact Beanie Lucivero at 925-373-5732 
or blucivero@larpd.dst.ca.us or visit www.
larpd.dst.ca.us.

 

 

Students at Amador Valley 
High School participated recently 
in Run for Relief to raise money 
to help Haiti. 

Approximately 1250 AVHS 
students, 50 staff, and 20 off cam-
pus community members partici-
pated in Run for Relief 3 - Project 
Haiti. They raised $22,771.  Most 
people completed about 3 miles.  
Total miles were 3,666.

The baseball team ran over 
200 miles.  Frosh girls soccer 
collected $1,470.  Other teams 
were Varsity boys Basketball, 
Girls Volleyball, and Girls Cross 
Country.  Many teachers par-
ticpated.  Mr.  Fobert and Mr Sira 
particpated.  

Two boys ran 26 laps in one 
session.  One girl ran 48 laps in 
three sessions and  another girl 
covered 46 laps.  Mrs. Banks 
husband, who works at the Lab, 
ran about 6 miles and collected 
$688.00 from his Lab friends.  
Joey Battilega, 8 years old, was 
the youngest runner and ran 
4 miles in one session.  Judy 
Sanchez, 69,  Mrs. Battilega’s 
mom, was the oldest participant, 
4 laps.

Mrs Stanely’s 6th period class 
earned a pizza lunch for collect-
ing the most money in one class 
period, over $1,700.  Also, Mrs.  
Stanley’s classes collected the 
most overall money, $4,246.  

The Run for Relief program 
was first started by the Granada 
High PE Department in 2005 
after Hurricane Katrina. Students 
thought it would be a great way 
to help out the people of New Or-
leans and raised $23,000, which 
was sent it to a New Orleans 
school district.  In 2007, Granada 
had Run for Relief 2 to help out 
the Southern California Wild 
Fire victims.  That event raised 

$12,000 that was sent to a San 
Diego school district in need.  

This year, Granada asked 
Amador Valley High School to 
join in on Run for Relief 3.  The 
Amador PE department rallied 
the troops and quickly organized 
for Run for Relief 3 in a two week 
time period. There were 523 stu-
dents and staff members who all 
earned a t-shirt by acquiring the 
minimum of $20 to participate. 

The aid will go directly to 
helping children. No specific 
organization has been selected.  
The students will trust the or-
ganization selected to use the 
money in the best way. However, 
they would like to see it fund 
education.

“It was an awesome display of 
good will and the Amador way,” 
declared Tony Battilega, Amador 
teacher and coach. 

Run for Relief Raises Funds for Haiti

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

In the top photo, Livermore High School handed crosstown rival 
Granada a 1 to 0 loss in men's varsity soccer. Granada had been 
the top ranked team in the East Bay. Richard Howard (right) kicks 
the ball over Everardo Aguilar.  Livermore girls defeated Granada 
1 to 0. In the lower photo, Amador Valley High School and Foothill 
High fought to a 0 to 0 tie. Pictured battling for the ball are Parker 
Quisenberry (9) and Eric Cavalli (5).  Amador girls won 2 to 0. 
North Coast Section playoffs got underway Wednesday with 
four valley teams in action. Dublin took on St. Mary's in Division 
2 boys action.  In Division 1 boys, Granada faced Antioch, while 
Amador Valley took on Castro Valley. In Division in girls play 
Amador Valley was matched up against Freedom.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Home and Garden Show at the Alameda County Fairgrounds last weekend, offered many 
ideas for home improvement.
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By Bob Coomber
I’m having the hardest time 

believing the first 10 years of 
the 21st century have ended. To 
work our way through a decade 
so quickly….how does that hap-
pen? I try to make a short list each 
New Year, a list of trips or hikes 
or things I’ve never done. These 
last 10 years have gone by at light 
speed, yet I’m still comfortable 
that I took as much from them as 
I could. How about you? 

Let’s start this year making 
our lists together. My year is 
shaping up to be full of adven-
ture, even during those days I 
never leave the Valley. There isn’t 
much to limit us, you and me, 
except our lack of imagination. 
I tend to make excuses for my 
lack of “let’s do it” this time of 
year – usually it’s just so much 
more comfortable at home when 
it’s cold outside. However, the 
days are growing longer now, 
and although it’s chilly, we can 
warm up by committing our-
selves to the work of maintaining 
good health. Walking, bicycling, 
running, dancing….all require 
us to participate in our lives. 
And while the ease of watching 
someone else’s life story told on 
TV or in a movie might tug you 
to the inactive side, there is no 
greater pleasure in my life than 
to write my OWN story.  There 
is no greater reward in each one 

of my days than to live a new 
chapter, finish a page, or chase 
a dream…..

I could write a list of a million 
things I want to do before I’m 
done; but I have a list for this year 
which will rank high among my 
all time greats. What’s on your 
list this year? Here’s mine:

5. One long hike just  
for the heck of it

And by “long” I don’t neces-
sarily mean in miles. Later this 
month I’m going to set out on 
a long, flat trail alongside the 
California Aquaduct, starting at 
Bethany Reservoir near Byron. 
Since Bethany is the trail’s be-
ginning, I’ll head south from 
there and go as far as I can in 24 
hours. Yes, 24 hours – straight. 
No sleep. Just roll, roll, roll. I’ll 
cheat a little and get a ride back, 
but I expect to finish near San 
Luis Reservoir west of I-5. It’s 
cool enough that I won’t get over-
heated, and an excellent gauge of 
my current state of conditioning. 
While not the most scenic route, 
raptors and owls abound. This 
cool weather has me itching to 
get out and spend some time in 
a worthy pursuit. I expect to be 
sore but smiling at day’s end.

4. Relay For Life of 
Livermore

For another year, I’ll spend 
the entire day and night of Liver-
more’s Relay, the signature fund 

raising event of the American 
Cancer Society, on Livermore 
High’s track, each lap an effort 
to raise funds for the ACS and 
provide weaponry to fight this 
deadly disease in all its forms. 
YOU can participate, too – and I 
encourage it. You can start or join 
a team, volunteer to help with the 
event, even lend your skills as 
a Steering Committee member. 
Want to participate or volunteer? 
Get in touch with me or any event 
committee member. Take a peek 
at the event’s website, www.re-
layforlife.org/livermoreca  We’re 
hoping this year’s will be the big-
gest and best ever, as Livermore 
comes together to support and 
participate, as well as fight the 
scourge of cancer. And of course 
I’ll complete a lap with you! I’m 
hoping to do 50 miles during the 
course of the event. 

3. Explore new and exciting 
ways for the disabled to 

get around
Pushing a wheelchair around 

can grow on you after awhile, 
and I’ve often wondered where 
technology would lead us in 
the next decade. I have it on 
good authority that at some time 
early this year, from an exciting 
South Bay business a new kind 
of wheelchair will emerge. This 
extraordinary device will enable 
a wheelchair user the opportunity 
to go faster and with less strain on 

elbows, shoulders and wrists than 
any chair currently available. It’s 
not a power chair; it’s a human 
powered alternative to a bicycle 
– able to move at speeds unlike 
any manual chair now on the 
market. I hope to be among the 
first owners and users. Let me say 
only that highlights include an 8 
speed gearbox, enclosed drive 
train and disc brakes. I can hardly 
wait to get my hands on one! One 
question yet to be answered – will 
it wheelie? Wave to me when I 
pass you…

2. A Trans – Sierra crossing
OK, those of you with good 

memories will recall that this trip 
was on last year’s list. Sometimes 
The List just can’t be completed 
for reasons beyond our control. 
That hasn’t diminished my desire 
to embark on a 6 day crossing of 
the Sierra via Kearsarge Pass and 
ending in Kings Canyon National 
Park. The potential for a lot of 
snow may delay the trip, but by 
early August the pass should be 
clear enough to trundle along 
this spectacular piece of trail. 
It’s backpacking heaven, and a 
true workout to boot. I expect to 
solo this one, too – but am open 
to anyone who might want to 
come along. There’s a feel to the 
air above 10,000 feet that really 
energizes me. And besides, I ain’t 
getting any younger. This will be 

the year. Heck, maybe it’ll take 
10 days, especially if the fish are 
biting and the mosquitoes aren’t. 
There’s an appeal to sharing trail 
time with bears and skunks.
Planning the hike of a lifetime

This one isn’t news – every 
article or television segment 
of which I’ve been the subject  
mentions something about my 
desire to summit Africa’s highest 
peak, Kilimanjaro. At 19,341 feet 
it’ll be my highest, if completed. 
And few have managed to do  
it in a chair – none without  
a lot of help. I intend to go 
up unaided. At the same time,  
The Wheelchair Foundation 
(www.wheelchairfoundation.
org) of Danville will partner 
with me to distribute at least 200 
wheelchairs to those who long 
to live productive lives but lack 
the means to get around. I’m 
working with The Wheelchair 
Foundation because I’m living 
proof that with the right tools, 
dreams can be achieved. Please 
visit the Foundation’s site and 
should you wish to donate to our 
specific effort, note your dona-
tion with “MKWC2010” (Mt. 
Kilimanjaro Wheelchair Climb 
2010) in order for your donation 
to support the Tanzanian effort. 
You can also support this wor-
thy cause on Facebook – search 
“MKWC2010” to come to our 

Fan page. Our Cause page is 
available to donate as you read 
our updates.  I intend on seeing 
the world from 19,341 feet. We 
expect to make the trip next fall. 
Stay tuned, or e-mail me for more 
information. My training will be 
far more aggressive than ever. 
Lots of hikes. Lots of altitude. 
Ultimately, lots of smiling faces 
in Tanzania after receiving a gift 
of mobility. That’s what drives 
me most of all.

2010 will be a year to set the 
bar higher than ever. Challenges? 
What would life be without 
them? If I wanted it easy, I’d 
have been born a Rockefeller. 
There are still many weekends 
open this year, each one provid-
ing an opportunity to explore, to 
engage life one – on - one for the 
electrifying feeling that happens 
when a daunting set of goals is 
achieved. 

Over each hilltop is wonder, 
alongside each stream serenity, 
and with every smile friendship. 
Make this your year to remember, 
too. Let your spirit lead you to 
places never before visited. Don’t 
waste a minute! I’ll be looking 
for you at the top of that beauti-
ful ridge!

My e- mail? It’s mr4wheel-
bob@sbcglobal.net . Let me hear 
your lists!

My “List” For the New Year – What’s On Yours?

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

Thank You
W. Ron Sutton (“Mr. Pedom-
eter”)
President, ACCUSPLIT

Thank you for helping to 
publicize the 2009 World Walk to 
Wellness in Pleasanton with two 
complete articles in advance and 
also a follow-up color photograph 
taken by Doug Jorgensen the day 
of the event. We are pleased to 
report that ACCUSPLIT will be 
presenting a check for $1,046 to 
Pleasanton Partnerships in Edu-
cation (PPIE) Foundation. These 
donations from participants, 
matched by our company, will 
enable PPIE to make grants that 
help local public schools imple-
ment their wellness committee 
plans for students.

Special thanks to David and 
Teri Eisenhauer of Northwest-
ern Mutual whose information 
booth helped participants make 
the connection between well-
ness and financial planning. We 
also thank licensed nutritionist 
Jill Daniels for leading a “Walk 
With Me” circuit of the Sports 
Park (as captured in your pho-
tograph), answering questions 
along the way.

Although we already have 
begun planning the fourth an-
nual World Walk to Wellness for 
December 31, 2010, your readers 
need not wait until the last day of 
the year to enjoy the benefits of 
walking. We are fortunate to live 
in an area with many miles of 
safe and scenic trails. In between 
winter rains, we encourage our 
Tri-Valley neighbors of all ages 
to get out and walk, aiming for 
a goal of 10,000 steps each day 
to maintain good health. Our 
pedometer company’s motto 
is, “Eat right. Walk more. Live 
well.” Feel free to adopt that as 
your concise New Year’s Reso-
lution!

 
Fighting Obesity
Lex Manwill
Livermore

Last week, first lady Michelle 
Obama called on the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors to help her fight 
the national scourge of childhood 
obesity. She noted that one-third 
of all children are overweight or 
obese. She proposed healthier 
school lunch fares, increased 

physical activity, and nutrition 
education.

Traditionally, the Nation-
al School Lunch Program has 
served as a dumping ground for 
USDA’s surplus meat and dairy 
commodities. Not surprisingly, 
USDA’s own surveys indicate 
that 90% of American children 
consume excessive amounts of 
fat, and only 15% eat the recom-
mended servings of fruits and 
vegetables. Their early dietary 
flaws become lifelong addictions, 
raising their risk of diabetes, 
heart disease, and stroke.

In the past few years, several 
state legislatures have asked their 
schools to offer daily vegetarian 
options. According to the School 
Nutrition Association, 52 percent 
of U.S. school districts now do. 
Last fall, the Baltimore City 
Public School system became the 
first in the United States to offer 
its 80,000 students a complete 
weekly break from meat. 

Parents and others who care 
about our children’s health 
should demand healthful plant-
based school meals, snacks, and 
vending machine items. Addi-
tional information is available at 
schoolnutrition.org, schoolmeals.
nal.usda.gov, healthyschool-
lunches.org, and choiceusa.net. 

Unacceptable
Joanne Berven
Livermore

On January 1, The Every 
Woman Counts program, which 
provides mammograms to 
350,000 underserved women in 
California each year, closed its 
doors and will not start screening 
women again until July. When 
the program reopens, women 
under age 50 will not be served. 
Why? To save a few bucks - just 
one half of one percent - which 
will have little impact on the 
state's massive budget deficit.

While the economic impact 
of these cuts is insignificant, for 
the women of this state they may 
mean the difference between life 
and death. Screening saves lives. 
When breast cancer is detected 
early, the five year survival rate 
is 98 percent. We also know that 
the lack of regular screening 
leads to late stage diagnosis when 
treatment is more expensive and 
survival is less certain.

This is just the beginning. The 
Governor just announced the 
likelihood of even more cuts to 
the state's screening program for 
next fiscal year. If that wasn't bad 
enough, he is also considering 
eliminating the state program that 
provides breast cancer treatment 
to for low-income women. This 
will leave up to 9,000 women 
with breast cancer no treatment 

options. I find this unaccept-
able.

Our elected leaders face a 
tough economic situation. I get 
it. There are no easy choices 
and few decisions come without 
consequences. Yet we also see the 
tough choices women who are 
on the front lines of our troubled 
economy face when they lose 
their job, lose their insurance and 
have to choose between health 
care and other important needs 
and obligations. Balancing the 
budget shouldn't come at a cost 
of risking their lives. Why are 
we turning our backs on women 
in our state when they need us 
the most? Every Woman does 
Count.

  
War Drones On 
Art Tenbrink
Pleasanton

Tragic to read today’s Valley 
Times headline “County food 
bank demand soars” after Gen-
eral David Petraeus, head of the 
U.S. Central Command, in his 
Jan. 19th speech said, "We can’t 
get enough drones.” What’s the 
connection? The General speaks 
to a small part of the Pentagon’s 
costly request of Congress to 
fund 580 more "unmanned sur-
veillance aircraft" – drones in ex-
cess of $2 billion dollars between 
2013-2015. Meanwhile, local 
food bank CEO, Mr. Larry Sly 
says "it is quite frightening that 
[130,000] people are in need [of 
food] in our community."

Calculating from the Times 
article figures, food banks can 
serve a needy person a meal for 
about $3. Now with one in ten 
Americans unemployed, how 
many American’s go to bed 
hungry every night? One in a 
hundred? Even if it were one in 
a thousand, just that $1 billion 
for one year’s drones redirected 
to feed despairing Americans, 
is more than enough for every 
hungry American to eat every 
day for a year!

As Americans, we are the ones 
who can and must stop the clear 
insanity of costly wars which 
drone on and on. It’s not right that 
our fellow citizens go to bed hun-
gry every night! Please take some 
action today to restore sanity at 
homes and communities, peace 
to our nation and our world. Talk 
to your neighbors; nurture each 
other; contact Congress; meet 

in front of the Museum on Main 
St. in Pleasanton every second 
Wednesday at 7  p.m.  where we 
can all nurture each other in hope 
for peace.

Open Heart Kitchen
Kathleen Schoening
Livermore

I recently was reading the 
Independent dated February 
11, 2010. One of the articles 
was about Open Heart Kitchen 
temporary moving to Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church for Tuesday and 
Wednesday meals while their cur-
rent digs are being renovated.

First I thought, thank God, 
Open Heart Kitchen did not have 
to close and Holy Cross is able to 
fill their needs while the work is 
being done. For those of you who 
do not know as listed on Open 
Heart's Kitchen's website "Our 
guests come from all walks of 
life. Some are homeless, but un-
like many urban “soup kitchens” 
Open Heart Kitchen guests are 
mostly the working poor. Many 
are low income seniors on a fixed 
income, single-parent families, 
and multi-generational families 
all struggling to make ends meet. 
At Open Heart Kitchen they find 
a free healthy meal in an environ-
ment that upholds their dignity. 
Open Heart Kitchen fulfills the 
most basic need of hunger in a 
dignified manner through 3 meal 
program."

What a fantastic organization. 
It says in the paper that 181,000 
meals were fed to the needy in the 
Tri-Valley last year. If you break 
it down in real terms that means 
that every citizen in Livermore 
(with a population of approxi-
mately 80,000) could have been 
fed at least 2 meals in the last 
year. In hard economic times, that 
is impressive.

To have Holy Cross open 

its doors for the Tuesday and 
Wednesday meals only is in-
credible. I am not a member of 
Holy Cross but know several 
individuals who attend there and 
also know several parents whose 
children attend school there.

I can think of no better lesson 
to be learned by children then 
to show them the love through 
prayer, words and action and 
how to be proactive leaders in our 
community where the need for 
Open Heart Kitchen is so dire.

So thank you Holy Cross. 
There is a lesson to be learned.

Good Experience
Janet Salazar
Livermore

I had a pleasurable experience 
with a local merchant and want 
to share it with you and your 
readers. I am donating prom 
dresses to the Princess Project, a 
nonprofit organization that gives 
financially disadvantaged young 
ladies a chance to receive dresses 
and accessories to wear to their 
proms/balls.

These dresses are donated so 
these gals may choose something 
at no cost to them. I had several 
dresses that were sitting in my 
closet that had accumulated over 
the years between two daughters 
and what better way to get rid of 
them. The organization requires 
the dresses to be dry cleaned 
(very understandable) before 
being donated. I found the cost 
per dress almost not worth do-
nating.

I called several local cleaners. 
No one was willing to work with 
me, even though I am giving 
the dresses to this worthwhile 
charity. I just happened to walk 
into Special Cleaners and talked 
to the owner. He was willing to 
clean each dress at a very reason-
able price, knowing they were 
to be donated to this worthwhile 
cause. This is truly a community 
merchant and one worth patron-
izing.

Special Cleaners is located at 
851 E. Stanley Blvd. in Liver-
more.
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Max William Biggs
Max William Biggs, beloved 

husband, father and friend, 
passed away peacefully with his 
family by his side on January 14, 

2010. 
B o r n 

on August 
4, 1920 in 
Cleveland, 
O h i o ,  h e 
g r e w  u p 
n e a r  A k -
ron,  Ohio 
and gradu-
ated from 
Stowe High 

School. He 
graduated from Depauw Univer-
sity, where he majored in chem-
istry and exhibited his superb 
athletic skills, playing collegiate 
football, basketball and baseball. 
In his junior year, he was named 
All State Indiana in basketball. 
Max attended Harvard Medical 
School earning his M.D. in 1945. 
He was in the U.S. Navy at the 
time. During his internship at 
the University of Chicago, he 
met the soon to be Mrs. Biggs, 
Joanne, to whom he was married 
for 62 years.

After his naval service, Max 
and Joanne moved to San Fran-
cisco, where he was a resident at 
Stanford University. He furthered 
his education, acquiring a Ph.D. 
from the University of California, 
Berkeley, in medical physics in 
1954. Dr. Biggs was medical di-
rector at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory from 1955 
to 1980. His passion was medi-
cal research. He continued his 
research on melanoma at UCSF 
long after his retirement.

Max was an accomplished 
sailor and crewed on numerous 
Transpacific and Mexican yacht 
races. He sailed his own boat, 
the Hibiscus, a Lapworth 36, 
from San Francisco to Tahiti via 
the Marquesas Islands and back 
through the Hawaiian Islands. 
Max was never happier than 
when he was sailing on San 
Francisco Bay wearing his foul 
weather gear, keeling over in the 
wind with cold, salt water splash-
ing his face.

Max was loved by his three 
children, Paula, Blake and Will, 
four grandchildren Allison and 
Barry Biggs and Carmen and 
Robert Tebbe. His surviving 
family will miss his intelligent 
approach to life and his acute 
sense of humor.

Dr. Biggs lived in Pleasanton 
for 54 years. He was a member 
of the Pleasanton Cultural Arts 
Council (PCAC). He strongly 
supported the music and arts in 
the schools programs.

Contributions may be made 
in his memory to the PCAC 
(Pleasanton Cultural Arts Coun-
cil), PO Box 1298, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566.

Lorraine F. Buchanan
In loving memory of Lorraine 

F. Buchanan, an Oakland native 
who passed away peacefully at 
home in Livermore on Sunday 

February 7, 2010 at the age of 92. 
She was born January 31, 1918.

The Livermore resident was 
preceded in death by her son 
Robert Buchanan and her be-
loved sister Barbara Harris. 
She leaves behind a son Wil-
liam Buchanan of Livermore, 
CA. her two daughters Marjory 
Zoberski of Livermore, CA., and 
Kathleen Luckett of Willis, TX.,  
four grandchildren and two great 
granddaughters.

Lorraine was very active in 
sports starting at a young age. 
She held championships in ten-
nis, archery, and bowling. She 
was an advisor with the Salvation 
Army, worked with the Boys and 
Girls Clubs, a Cub Scout Den 
Mother, and was on the staff at 
the Hayward Historical Soci-
ety and Museum. She also did 
promotional work for the City 
of Hayward where she lived for 
many years. 

Private services were held for 
the family Friday, February 12. 
She wase laid to rest at Mountain 
View Cemetery in Oakland.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Mavis Mae Williams
Mavis Mae Williams was born 

May 19, 1921. She died February 
10, 2010.

She was the beloved mother of 
Janice Robinson (Paul Scott Rob-
inson),  grandmother of Derek 
Krikava, Keith Krikava, and 
Jason Krikava, Kelly Reilly Kent 
(Jessie Kent), and Katie Nicole 
Reilly, and great-grandmother 
of Taylor Mae Krikava.  She was 
preceded in death by her beloved 
husband, Wilbur L. Williams, and 
daughters, Maxine Blankenship, 
and Roberta Krikava.  

Born in Decoto, CA, Ma-
vis was a longtime resident of 
Fremont, CA before moving to 
Pleasanton.  

A funeral service was held 
February 16, at Graham-Hitch 
Mortuary, Pleasanton.  Intern-
ment service followed at Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery, 26320 Mis-
sion Blvd., Hayward, CA.

In lieu of flowers, family 
requests donations to Sisters of 
the Holy Family, 159 Washington 
Blvd., Fremont, CA  94539

Albert Hahn Jr.
Albert was called to his heav-

enly home on Feb 10, 2010. He 
was preceded in death by his 
beloved wife of 59 years, Sherley 
Hahn. 

He is survived by his 3 chil-
dren Sharida and Stuart King 
of Marysville, WA , Bill and 
Bonnie Hahn of Livermore, CA, 
and Gayle and Dale Montague 
of Camdenton, MO. He had 8 
grandchildren Stuart Jr, Domi-
nica McCormick, Kevin King: 
Bryan, Theresa, Brad Hahn; 
Tanya Hahn and Tricia Williams, 
and 21 great-grandchildren.

Al was born Sept. 1923  in 
Minnesota and raised in New 
Florence, MO. He served in the 
Navy during WW2 and Korea. 
He graduated from North Dakota 
State University with a BA in 
Mathematics. He retired from 
LNLL after 29 years. He was 
a life member of the American 
Legion Post #47 and District 10, 
where he held many offices. His 
hobbies included fishing, travel-
ing, playing pool and enjoying 
his family.

A celebration of his life will 
be held Saturday Feb 20 at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 
Mocho St at 11:00am.

In lieu of flowers, contri-
butions can be made to Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church or Vitas 
Hospice.

Connie Eileen Myers
Connie passed away on Feb-

ruary 14, 2010, with her husband, 
Dennis, and children – David 
Dunkin and his wife, Elsa, and 
Dawn Newport and her husband, 
Ryan, and their unborn daughter 
– at her side.  She was born in 
1950.

She was a Pleasanton resi-
dent.

A memorial service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, Febru-
ary 19,   at Graham-Hitch Mortu-
ary, 4167 First Street, Pleasanton.  
Reception follows immediately 
at Vineyard Villa, 3263 Vineyard 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

Connie was loved by many 
and will be missed by all who 
knew her.  Family and friends 
meant everything to her; she 

placed everyone else first and 
herself last.  We are forever ap-
preciative to have shared in her 
love.

Nicholas Lewis Livermore
This Super Bowl Sunday, 

Feb. 7, 2010, a real life angel 
was lost.  

Nick Livermore was a Great 
Great Grandson of Robert & 
Josepha Livermore, and lived 
in Livermore his entire life.  He 
was preceded in death by his 
mother Louise, his father Jo-
seph, and his brother Joseph 
William.  He is survived by his 
wife Terry Claverie, his high 
school sweetheart of 49 years. 
He is also survived by his sisters; 
Tilly Rustames (Jim), Helen 
Byrd (Jack), JoAnn Mitchell 
(Jim), Marie Foster, Betty Larson 
(Charles), Fran Clark (Charles), 
Rebecca DiManto, and brother 
Robert. He and his wife raised 
three children, Nicole Campiotti 
(Carl), Noel Cole (Kenneth), and 
Jason Livermore. who eventually 
had children themselves: Alyssa, 
Kyle and Nicholas Campiotti, 
Logan and Dylan Cole. He also 
left many neices and nephews.

He was born December 23, 
1939. Right after graduating high 
school in 1957, he went straight 
into the U.S. Marine Corps, 
where he spent the next two 
years at Camp Pendleton.  After 
completing his service, he came 
home and went to work for 
Kaiser Sand and Gravel as an 
electrician for three years, he then 
moved on to General Electric 
at Vallecitos.  Leaving there he 
joined the IBEW LOCAL #595, 
and worked for many electrical 
contractors until opening his own 
business, Livermore’s Electric, 
in 1993.   

He was an active member of 
the Native Sons of the Golden 
West Las Positas Parlor #96 for 
over 30 years where he gained 
friendships and the love of 
many.

His greatest love was watch-
ing his children and grandchil-
dren play sports.  A man who 
possessed nothing but pride for 
his family, you would always 
see Nick in the stands of every 
competition the family was par-
ticipating in.  Even as he was 
battling a horrible disease, he 
made every effort to be there to 
offer his support.   He was an avid 
deer and pheasant hunter who 
loved to take hunting trips with 
his friends and family.  Nick was 
a huge fan and member of the 
Livermore Rodeo Stockman’s 
Association.  He attended the 
Rodeo every year, both days, for 
the last 40 or so years. 

In 2007, he was diagnosed 
wi th  ALS (Lou  Gehr ig ’s 
disease).  This horrible disease 

began in his fingers, hands, and 
arms which made the most  sim-
ple tasks like eating and dressing 
impossible.  Eventually it spread 
to his neck and chest where it af-
fected his breathing.  The past six 
months or so he rapidly got worse 
and passed away on the biggest 
day of his favorite sport.  His 
love and kindness will be missed 
by many, and never forgotten.

There will be a memorial mass 
at St. Michael's Church on Maple 
Street in Livermore, February 
25th at 11 a.m.  A reception will 
follow service at The Barn, 3131 
Pacific Ave., Livermore, CA, all 
are welcome.

Donations would be appreci-
ated made to the MDA Founda-
tion, ALS Clinic at Forbs Norris 
in San Francisco, Paralyzed Vet-
erans Association in Sacramento, 
or Hope Hospice in Dublin.

Semper Fi!
Arrangements by Callaghan 

Mortuary.

Women's Health Fair
San Ramon Regional Medical 

Center is offering free health screen-
ings and information at a Women’s 
Health Fair from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, February 27, 2010. 
The Health Fair will be held in the 
hospital’s South Building, 7777 Nor-
ris Canyon Road in San Ramon.

Preventive health screenings will 
include: total cholesterol, glucose, 
blood pressure, body mass index cal-
culation, pulmonary function testing, 
and bone density screenings for os-
teoporosis. Fasting is recommended, 
but not required, for the cholesterol 
and glucose blood tests.

Participants will be able to expe-
rience an earthquake in The Quake 
Cottage and learn about disaster plan-
ning. They will also be able to tour 
the new all-digital Breast Center, and 
learn about cardiac, stroke, arthritis, 
spine and cancer prevention and treat-
ment. Information will be available 
on children’s health.

The staff at San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center will encourage posi-
tive lifestyle changes to help reduce 
the risk of disease and chronic ill-
nesses. These screenings will be a 
first step to help identify some health 
risks. The next step is to schedule an 
appointment with a physician for a 
clean bill of health.

Screenings will be provided on 
a first come, first served basis. No 
reservations will be taken. Screenings 
are appropriate for adults. Men are 
welcome to participate.

To obtain more information, call 
800.284.2878 or visit www.OurSan-
RamonHospital.com.

Predators
Predators is the topic of the nature 

program offered by the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District 
ranger staff on Sun., Feb. 21.

Meet Ranger Dawn Soles at 2 
p.m. at Veterans Park. 

 They kill for a living. All branches 
of the evolutionary tree have them. 
Birds, mammals, insects and even 
plants all have killers in the family. 
Join an LARPD ranger today for a 
look at a few of the predators that have 
existed in the past and rule today.

There is a $4 per vehicle parking 
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help 
support the programs. Participants 
may call 925-960-2400 for more 
information.

Citizens Academy
Enrollment is now open for the 

Spring 2010 session of the Pleas-
anton Police Department Citizens 
Academy.  It begins on Thursday, 
March 4th and concludes on June 
10th.  The Academy is a 14-session 
program held on Thursday evenings 
from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Pleasanton Police Department.  

The Citizens Academy is a class-
room setting with a mixture of lec-
ture, demonstrations and learn-to-do 
activities.  The goals of the program 
are to create closer partnerships with 
the community, explain law enforce-
ment procedures, and to discuss the 
importance of public involvement 
in the policing process.  This is an 
opportunity for the community to 
get involved and find out about how 
their Police Department operates.  
Topics of instruction include Com-
munity Policing, Patrol Procedures, 
Radio Communications, SWAT, 
Narcotics/Vice, Crime Prevention, 
Traffic Enforcement, K-9, Evidence 
Collection, Use of Force, Animal 
Services and DARE.  This is a free 
course and the only commitment is 
your time.  

The program is open to adults 
only.  Applicants will be carefully 
screened. Participants must live or 
work in the City of Pleasanton.  

Applications are available at 
the front counter of the Pleasanton 
Police Department, by calling the 
Academy Coordinator, Sgt. Mike 
Tryphonas at (925) 931-5169 or by 
sending an email to mtryphonas@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Wave Your Flag
The Rose Hotel introduces United 

Nations – Wave Your Flag, an event 
celebrating the diverse heritages of 
its guests.  The hotel, located at 807 
Main Street, in Pleasanton,  will 
honor a different nationality each 
month through United Nations Day 
in October. 

 “We’ll begin by honoring guests 
of Irish heritage in March, treating 
them to Irish coffee, Irish soda bread 
and miniature Irish flags,” says Gen-
eral Manager Phylis Grisham. “In 
April, we’ll highlight our neighbors to 
the north, Canada, with free ice skat-
ing at Dublin Iceland and Canadian 
Club on ice at our lobby bar.  Japan 
will be our focus in May with Boys’ 
Day carp kites, sake and sushi. Infor-
mation about future months’ honorees 
is available at www.rosehotel.net.

Discounted Deluxe King accom-
modations will be offered to guests 
representing each “nationality of 
the month.”    

More information is available by 
calling Tom Walker, Sales Manager, 
at (925) 846-8802.

AAUW Scholarships
Scholarships for college women 

undergraduates are being offered by 
the American Association of Univer-
sity Women Livermore-Pleasanton-
Dublin Branch.  

Two or more scholarships from 
$500 to $2500 will be awarded to 
women who currently live in Liver-
more, Pleasanton, Dublin or Sunol 
or who graduated from a Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Dublin high school.  
The recipients must be college un-
dergraduates who will be juniors or 
seniors at the beginning of the 2010 
college fall term and plan to complete 
a full course of study at an accredited 
four-year college or university.

The deadline for an application to 
be submitted is April 1, 2010.  For an 
application and further information, 
contact Joan at (925) 484-0602.

  
Spay/Neuter Event

The East Bay SPCA and Bishop 
Ranch Veterinary Center & Urgent 
Care will team up on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 23, 2010 to perform 120 free spay 
and neuter for dogs and cats belonging 
to low-income households in an effort 
to help families struggling during the 
economic downturn.  The partnering 
organizations are adding veterinary 
staffing to increase capacity by 20% 
this year, due to the overwhelming 
demand for free services.

The surgeries will be performed 

at the East Bay SPCA Oakland Spay/
Neuter Surgery Center, located at 410 
Hegenberger Loop, by veterinarians 
and technicians dedicated to ending 
pet overpopulation in our community.  
East Bay SPCA Spay/Neuter Surgery 
Center staff veterinarians and the East 
Bay SPCA Spay/Neuter team will 
work alongside Dr. Michele Dodd and 
Dr. Kristel Weaver of Bishop Ranch 
Veterinary Center & Urgent Care, 
who are volunteering their time to 
help make the event possible.  

“This is the fourth year we've 
partnered with the East Bay SPCA 
for this very worthy event. We're 
honored to be working with such 
a fantastic animal organization and 
are happy to provide veterinarians 
and technicians to assist with the 
spay and neuter operations for this 
all-day event," said Dr. Franklin 
Utchen, co-owner of Bishop Ranch 
Veterinary Center & Urgent Care. "In 
these difficult times, it is becoming 
harder for people to provide medical 
care for their pets, which is why we 
are working with the East Bay SPCA 
to help these families with free spay 
and neuter surgeries, vaccines and 
other medical necessities for their 
pets. We encourage everyone who 
would otherwise not be able to af-
ford to have their pets spayed and 
neutered to take advantage of this 
opportunity".

According to the Humane Society 
of the United States, an unspayed cat 
can give birth to 18 kittens each year 
and an unspayed dog can give birth 
to 20 puppies each year.  Surgeries 
performed at the East Bay SPCA’s 
two facilities over the past ten years 
have helped cut the euthanasia rates 
for dogs and cats 60%.

 The East Bay SPCA usually 
charges $60 for a cat spay or neuter 
and $100 for a dog spay or neuter, 
which are well below actual costs 
for these procedures.  In addition, 
cats and dogs in need of vaccina-
tions will receive them at no charge 
along with their free surgeries.  Post 
operative supplies, such as e-collars 
and medications will also be provided 
free of charge.  For more information 
and to make a surgery appointment, 
please call 510-639-PETS (7387), or 
visit the East Bay SPCA’s website at 
www.eastbayspca.org.

Marriage to Last
Quarterback Kurt Warner and his 

wife Brenda are among the married 
couples who will share their stories 
by video during the “Marriage Built 
to Last” series starting Feb. 21 here 
at Centerpointe Church.

The six-week series, designed by 
pastor, author and radio host Chip 
Ingram, will run from 4-6 p.m. each 
Sunday in the Centerpointe Worship 
Center, 3410 Cornerstone Court.

Sessions are designed for couples 
in young marriages as well as married 
folks looking to get back to the basic 
and strengthen their foundation for a 
godly marriage. 

In addition to the interviews with 
the Warners—Kurt is a two-time 
NFL Most Valuable Player who 
retired last month after Arizona lost 
the NFC Championship game—the 
sessions also feature Dave and Sharon 
Ramsey (a financial guru). The series 
also includes conversations with 24 
other couples who share their stories 
about their questions and real life 
struggles. The focal point of sessions 
include: expectations, communica-
tions, breaking down walls, resolving 
conflicts and others.

Some of the questions are will 
be addressed include: Why don’t 
we ever have any money? What am 
I doing that makes him so unhappy? 
Why doesn’t she appreciate me like 
the people at my office do? Why do 
I feel like I’m walking on eggshells 
all the time? Is this how God intended 
our marriage to be?

Childcare for children birth 
through 6th grade is available. Reg-
istration is required.  You can register 
online at www.centerpointechurch.
info or by calling 925-846-4436.  The 
cost for this series is $76 per couple 
which includes two workbooks and 
childcare for all sessions. If you do 
not need childcare, the cost for the 
series is $16 per couple.

Experienced married couples 
from Centerpointe will facilitate 
discussions.  

Arthritis Walk Kick-Off
The 2010 Tri-Valley Arthritis 

Walk Kick-Off Open House will be 

held on Saturday, February 20 from 
10:00 -11:30 a.m.  at LifeStyleRx, 
1119 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore.

Those attending will be able to get 
a sneak peak at the  Arthritis Walk 
experience, learn about becoming 
involved as a team captain, join the 
Arthritis Walk committee and pick 
up materials related to the walk. 
Information can be found at www.
aw2010trivly.kintera.org

For more information please 
contact Sarina Aguirre, Community 
Development Manager, at saguirre@
arthritis.org or 415.356.1237

 
Historic Garage Open

The 1915 Duarte Garage, located 
on the Old Lincoln Highway, will be 
open Sun., Feb. 21 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The garage is located at the 
corner of Portola and L Streets in 
Livermore.

The Lincoln Highway was the 
first Transcontinental Highway in 
the United States.

The Duarte Garage contains 
memorabilia form the early days of 
the automobile such as a collection 
of California license plates, old maps, 
and photos of the highway being built 
using horses. In addition, the garage 
houses two restored fire engines, a 
Model T fire truck and a 1944 Mack 
engine. A third fine engine, a 1920 
Seagrave, is being restored by a group 
of volunteers. The Seagrave has been 
dissembled down tot he chassis. All 
three of the fire trucks were used by 
the Livermore Fire Department.

If any Valley residents has any 
parts form the Seagrave, the restora-
tion crew would welcome donations 
of them.

The Livermore Heritage Guild 
operates the Duarte Garage with an all 
volunteer staff. There is no admission 
charge. Donations are appreciated and 
used for projects at the garage. For 
more information, call 443-9740.

Go, Dog, Go
“Go, Dog. Go!  Pre-School Age 

Puppy Costume Parade, Story Time, 
and Puppy Care Tips” will take place 
at the Livermore Public Library Civic 
Center, 1188 S. Livermore Avenue, 
from 10:30-11:30am on Saturday, 

Max Biggs
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.433754
The following person(s) doing 
business as: XKitz, 321 Scott 
St., Livermore, CA 94551 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Mark Longley, 321 Scott St.,  
Livermore, Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mark Longley
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2010. Expires 
January 21, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2679. Publish. Janu-
ary  28, February 4, 11, 18, 
2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.433804
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The Verax 
Group, 3108 Tokay Court, 
Pleasanton, Ca 94566 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Greg Weaver, 3108 To-
kay Court, Pleasanton, Ca 
94566
This business is conducted 
by:an individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on January 1, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Greg Weaver
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2010. Expires 
January 21, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2682. Publish  January 28, 
February 4, 11, 18, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433325
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Acceleron-
ics, 3812 Stone Pointe Way, 
Pleasanton, Ca  94588 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Robust Engineering, Incor-
porated. 3812 Stone Pointe 
Way, Pleasanton, Ca  94588
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-

tious business name (s) listed 
above on January 1, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jeffrey D. Stevens
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 8, 2010. Expires 
January 8, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2683. Publish  February 4, 
11, 18, 25 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433564
The following person(s) doing 
business as:A-Orange Jew-
elry, 571 Loyola Way Liver-
more, Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Alicia Cecilia Valencia, 571 
Loyola Way Livermore, Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on September 
4, 2009
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Alicia Cecilia Valencia
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 14, 2010. Expires 
January 14, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2684. Publish  February 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433953
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Curves for Wom-
en, 1991 Suite I Santa Rita 
Rd., Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Trevor Clifton Williams, 3605 
Huff Court, Pleasanton Ca 
94588
Lydia Irenka Williams, 3605 
Huff Court, Pleasanton Ca 
94588
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on November 
1, 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Trevor Clifton Williams
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 26, 2010. Expires 
January 26, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2685. Publish February 11, 
18, 25, March 4, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 434254
The following person(s) doing 
business as:American Cab 
Co. of  Tri-Valley, 440 Boulder 

Ct. Ste 100, Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Wahidullah Aslami, 1606 
Bernuda Ln., Manteca, Ca 
95337
Mohamad Azim Azizi, 2530 
Bridle Creek Ct., Tracy Ca 
95377
This business is conducted 
by:a Joint venture
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on August 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Wahidullah Aslami
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2010. Expires 
February 2, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2686. Publish February 11, 
18, 25, March 4, 2010. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.433928
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Livermore Tire 
Co., 2348 Kitty Hawk Rd., 
Livemore CA 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Livermore Auto Group Inc., 
2266 Kitty Hawk Rd., Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Margaret Fulton
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 26, 2010. Expires 
January 26, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2688. Publish February 
11, 18, 25, March 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.433447
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Glam Bags, 1591 
Morning Glory Cir., Livermore 
Ca 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Lisa Marie Valverde, 1591 
Morning Glory Cir, Livermore 
Ca 94551
Adrian Valverde, 1591 Morn-
ing Glory Cir., Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Lisa Valverde
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 11, 2010. Expires 
January 11, 2015.

The Independent  Legal 
No.2689. Publish February 
11, 18, 25, March 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.434139
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Transitions, 3408 
Isle Royal Ct., Pleasanton Ca 
94588 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
John Conroy, 3408 Isle Royal 
Ct., Pleasanton Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:John Conroy
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 29, 2010. Expires 
January 29, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2690. Publish February 
11, 18, 25, March 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 434109
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Law Offices of 
Matthew B. Ford, 2068 First 
St., Livermore Ca 94550 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Matthew B. Ford, 2068 First 
St., Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on December 
15, 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Matthew Ford
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 29, 2010. Expires 
January 29, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2691. Publish February 11, 
18, 25, March 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 434459
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Valley Inline 
Hockey, 298 Junction Ave, 
Livermore ACA 94550 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Valley Inline Hockey, 1300 S. 
Livermore Ave #45, Livermore 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on February 1, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Bruce Grant
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 8, 2010. Expires 
February 8, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2694. Publish February 11, 
18, 25, March 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433514
The following person(s) doing 
business as:DM Group Ser-
vices, 2811 Salvia Common, 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Deborah R. Guillermo, 2811 
Salvia Common, Livermore 
Ca 94551
Michael A. Edwards, 14586 
Trinidad Rd., San Leandro 
Ca 94577
This business is conducted 
by:Co-partners
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Deborah R. Guillermo and 
Michael Edwards
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 12, 2010. Expires 
January 12, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2695. Publish February 
11, 18, 25, March 4, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 434504-434505
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1)WaxCraft Par-
lor & Beauty Boutique, 2)The 
Bikini Waxer, 22151 Redwood 
Rd., Castro Valley Ca 94546 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Cathy Stranahan Coakley, 
8650 Beverly Lane, Dublin 
Ca 94568
This business is conducted 
by:a Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 1, 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Cathy Stranahan Coakley
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 9, 2010. Expires 
February 9, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2698. Publish February 18, 
25, March 4, 11, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 433930
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Alamo Capi-
tal Partners, 5328 Charlotte 
Way, Livermore Ca 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Michael Stack LLC., 5328 
Charlotte Way, Livermore 

CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on January 1, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jeanne Michael
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 26, 2010. Expires 
January 26, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2699. Publish February 18, 
25, March 4, 11, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 434529
The following person(s) doing 
business as:American Me-
chanical Services, 1872 Calle 
Del Sueno, Livermore CA 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
John B. McMenemy, 1872 
Calle Del Sueno, Livermore 
Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on February 8, 1994.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:John B. McMenemy
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 9, 2010. Expires 
February 9, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2700. Publish February 18, 
25, March 4, 11, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 434311
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Tri-Valley 
Process Service, 78 Snowball 
Ct., Livermore Ca 94551 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Michael Cooper, 78 Snowball 
Ct., Livermore Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Michael Cooper
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 3, 2010. Expires 
February 3, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2701. Publish.  February 
18,  25, March 4, 11, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 434598
The following person(s) doing 
business as:R-2 Investments, 
547 Sycamore Rd., Pleas-

anton Ca 94566 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Rob Rose, 653 Blue Spruce 
Lane, Danville Ca 94506
John Rocha, 547 Sycamore 
Rd., Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:a Joint venture
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on January 3, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Rob Rose
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 10, 2010. Expires 
February 10, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2702. Publish February 18, 
25, March 4, 11, 2010.

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed bids will be accepted 
in the office of the Alam-
eda County Redevelopment 
Agency, 224 W. Winton Ave-
nue, Room 110, Hayward, CA 
NETWORKING/BIDDERS 
CONFERENCE – S. COUN-
TY RFP CDA RDA 2010/01, 
ARCHITECTURAL/LAND-
SCAPE ARCHITECTURAL 
SERVICES, Thursday, Feb-
ruary 25, 2010 at 10:00 a.m., 
Alameda County Redevelop-
ment Agency, 224 W. Winton 
Avenue, Room 109, Hay-
ward, CA NETWORKING/
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
– S. COUNTY RFP CDA 
RDA 2010/01, ARCHITEC-
TURAL/LANDSCAPE AR-
CHITECTURAL SERVICES, 
Thursday, February 25, 2010 
at 3:00 p.m., Alameda County 
Redevelopment Agency, 224 
W. Winton Avenue, Room 
109, Hayward, CA Respons-
es Due by 4:00 pm on March 
26, 2010 County Contact: 
Matt Weber (510) 670-6164 
or via email: Matt.Weber@
acgov.org Information re-
garding the above may be 
obtained at the Alameda 
County Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org. 
2/18/10
CNS-1794991#
The Independent Legal No. 
2696. Publish February 18, 
2010

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of 
the GSA-Purchasing De-
partment, County of Alam-
eda, 1401 Lakeside Drive, 
8th Floor, Suite 800, Oakland, 
CA 94612 MANDATORY 
NETWORKING/PROPOS-
ERS CONFERENCE- N. 

COUNTY RFP/SOQ - High-
land Hospital ATR Project 
Inspector of Record Services 
(REBID), Tuesday, Febru-
ary 23, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 
– General Services Agency, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Room 
1107, 11th Floor, Oakland, CA 
OPTIONAL SITE TOUR – N. 
COUNTY RFP/SOQ - High-
land Hospital ATR Project 
Inspector of Record Services 
(REBID), Tuesday, February 
23, 2010, at 4:30 p.m. - High-
land Hospital Cafeteria, 1411 
East 31st Street , Oakland, CA 
Attendance at the Manda-
tory Networking/Proposers 
Conference is required Re-
sponses Due by 2:00 pm on 
March 30, 2010 County Con-
tact : Fawaz Khanachet at 
(510) 208-9824 or via email: 
fawaz.khanachet@acgov.
org Information regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org.
2/18/10
CNS-1794973#
The Independent Legal No. 
2697. Publish February 18, 
2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS ADOPT A 
DOG OR CAT, for adoption 
information contact Valley 
Humane Society at 925 426-
8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from  1 to 4, and 
PetCo in San Ramon from 11 
to 3.    Information, call TVAR 
at  (925) 803-7043 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org.

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
925 243-8000  
to let 38,000  

households know!

FOUND - White Fluffy Dog in 
Livermore Stanley - Murrieta 
Area 925 784-5522

6)LOST
LOST A FAMILY PET?  
FREE SECTION.  Call Bar-
bara 925 243-8000 to let 
38,000 households know!

LOST CAT
Found Near Hopyard & Divi-
sion in Pleasanton. Please 
Call to Identify 408 464-5428

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
- Support No Kill Shelters, 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  

925-243-8000
0R  www.independent-

news.com  Pay by Credit 
Card  for any Classified or 

Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 
Light housekeeping er-

rands transportation meal 
prep personal care. Please 

fax resume  
925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH VENDING! Be 
Your Own Boss! Your Own 
Local Vending Route. In-
cludes 25 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. Multi-
Vend LLC, 1-888-625-2405. 
(CAL*SCAN)

DISTRIBUTORS NEEDED 
for WhiteScience’s patented 
products and teeth whiten-
ing service. 300% growth.  
P r o v e n  S y s t e m  f o r  
Success, Exclusive territo-
ries. Training & Marketing 
provided.www.WhiteningOn 
Wheels.com (877) 909-1080 
(CAL*SCAN) 

Men & Women-Earn up 
$500 daily, part-time! Hottest 
money-making opportunity in 
America! Call us NOW for 
FREE REPORT! 1-800-
507-7222. Code: CL32011. 
(CAL*SCAN)

February 20.  There is no charge for 
this event.

In the spirit of P.D. Eastman’s clas-
sic story Go, Dog. Go!, pre-schoolers 
are invited to dress up as puppies 
and ride their toy cars, bicycles, and 
scooters inside the library on their 
way to storytime.  Traffic will be 
directed through the youth services 
area and into the craft room by uni-
formed members of Livermore’s 
police department.  Remember to 
wear your helmet!  Enjoy a story, 
songs, and a few short clips from 
the Puppytown DVD, which will 
provide some simple tips on caring 
for a puppy.

This program is part of Livermore 
Reads Together, a community-wide 
reading program featuring John 
Steinbeck’s classic book Travels 
with Charley.   The community of 
Livermore is encouraged to join 
their neighbors by participating in 
the Livermore Reads Together book 
discussions and free events for chil-
dren and adults during the month of  
February 2010.  Copies of books and 
event schedules are available at all 
Livermore Public Library locations.  
Livermore Reads Together: Travels 
with Charley is sponsored by The 
Friends of the Livermore Library.  

For additional events check the 
library’s website at www.livermore.
lib.ca.us.  For more information 
contact Rosemary Dukelow at 925-
373-5500 x5514.

 
Student Loan Fund

Guests are welcome at the an-
nual board meeting of the Student 
Education Loan Fund, which will 
be held on Monday, March 1, 2010, 
7:00 PM, at the home of President 
Jim Harris, 2825 Superior Avenue, 
Livermore.

The Student Education Loan Fund 
(SELF) was established 47 years 
ago to provide interest free loans to 
graduates of Livermore high schools 
and  to Livermore residents who want 
to further their education or training.  
These loans help Livermore students 
attend community colleges, trade 
schools, state colleges, or universi-
ties.  During that time,  $579,195 has 
been loaned to 460 students.

Funds for loans are obtained 
through donations by individuals, 
as well as grants by agencies and 
businesses.  Donations are deduct-
ible as provided under Federal and 
California income tax codes.  As 
loans are repaid, the money coming 
in is added to the pool from which 
new loans are made—so contribution 
funds are used over and over.

The fund is managed by a vol-
unteer board of thirty Livermore 
residents.  These volunteers do all the 
necessary administrative and clerical 
work and contribute enough funds 
to cover SELF’s yearly expenses.  
Therefore, all incoming donations 
go 100% into student loans.

For more information about the 
meeting or about SELF, please call 
Ruth Gasten (925) 443-7140.

Move Up Initiative
 Coldwell Banker Residential 

Brokerage has launched a targeted 
new marketing program to support 
consumers interested in moving up 
to a larger home to take advantage of 
improving values in the upper end of 
the housing market.

The move-up initiative was test 

marketed in the Sacramento and Lake 
Tahoe markets last year and proved 
so successful that Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage decided to roll 
the program out throughout Northern 
California, where the company has 
61 offices and more than 3,600 sales 
associates.

Each office will have eight to 12 
agents who will specialize in working 
with move-up buyers. The "move-up 
marketers" will receive specialized 
training and devote more than half 
of each week to the special consumer 
niche. The agents will deploy online 
and direct mail marketing programs 
and will be supported with a wide 
variety of marketing tools and 
channels.

Although existing, entry-level 
homes may not sell for as much today 
as they would have at the height of 
the market a couple of years ago, 
savvy homeowners are beginning to 
discover that the math actually works 
in their favor when they move up to 
a more expensive property.

Although home values have 
generally dropped in recent years, 
consumers who have lived in their 
homes for more than four or five years 
have likely built up significant equity 
that can be used to buy a larger home. 
In addition, demand for entry level 
homes has been very strong, making 
it much easier to sell their existing 
property to move up.

Local Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage offices participating in 
the new move-up program include 
Greenbrae, Berkeley, Oakland, Cas-
tro Valley, Livermore, Pleasanton, 
Fremont, Walnut Creek, Saratoga, 
Los Altos, San Mateo, Los Gatos, 
Santa Rosa, Petaluma

To learn more about Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage's 
Move-Up Home Buyer Program, 
please contact your local Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage office 
or call 925.275.3085. 

Training Classes
Chabot-Las Positas Community 

College District’s OSHA Training 
Centerin Dublin will provide the 
following classes: 

OSHA #3010 - Excavation, 
Trenching, and Soil Mechanics: 
March 1 - March 3 (3 days). This 
course focuses on OSHA standards 
and on the safety aspects of exca-
vation and trenching. Students are 
introduced to practical soil mechanics 
and its relationship to the stability of 
shored and unshored slopes and walls 
of excavations. Various types of shor-
ing (wood timbers and hydraulic) are 
covered. Testing methods are demon-
strated and a one-day field exercise is 
conducted, allowing students to use 
instruments such as penetrometers, 
torvane shears, and engineering rods. 
CEU: 2.0, ABIH CM: 3.34 Safety. 
See website for more details.

OTC 402 - Trainer Course in 
Trenching Safety: March 4 - March 5 
(2 days). This course reviews the Fed-
eral and State OSHA requirements for 
excavation and trenching activities. 
Emphasis will be placed on training 
techniques, prevention strategies and 
practices such as inspections, permit-
ting procedures, soil analysis, and 
"competent person" responsibilities. 
See website for more details.

OSHA #500 - Trainer Course in 
OSHA Standards for the Construc-
tion Industry: March 9 - March 12 

(4 days). This course is designed 
for personnel in the private sector 
interested in teaching the 10- and 30-
hour construction safety and health 
outreach program to their employees 
and other interested groups. Special 
emphasis is placed on those topics 
that are required in the 10- and 30-
hour programs as well as on those 
that are the most hazardous, using 
OSHA standards as a guide. Course 
participants are briefed on effec-
tive instructional approaches and 
the effective use of visual aids and 
handouts. This course allows the 
student to become a trainer in the 
Outreach Program and to conduct 
both a 10- and 30-hour construction 
safety and health course and to issue 
cards to participants verifying course 
completion. CEU: 2.6, ABIH CM: 
4.34 Safety. Course takes place at 
Sacramento campus. Prerequisites: 
Course #510 and five years of 
construction safety experience. See 
website for more details.

OSHA #5109 Cal/OSHA Stan-
dards for the Construction Industry: 
March 9 - March 12 (4 days). Devel-
oped in partnership with Cal/OSHA, 
this new 4 day course emphasizes 
Title 8 Construction Industry stan-
dards and compliance. Topics include 
IIPP, Ergo, Electrical and many 
others. The course also provides 
existing Fed OSHA outreach trainers 
an endorsement authorizing them to 
teach 10 hour and 30 hour Cal/OSHA 
outreach courses. Resources and 
Cal/OSHA training guidelines will 
be covered.  CEU: 2.6. See website 
for more details.

OTC 104 - Update for National 
Electrical Code (NEC): March 10 
(1 day). This one-day seminar will 
guide the student who is familiar with 
the existing 2005 National Electric 
Code, through the major changes 
for the 2008 edition of the NEC.  At 
the end of the day the student will 
have a working understanding of the 
changes that apply to the major sec-
tions of the NEC.  Areas covered are: 
Articles 110-110, 200-285, 300-396, 
400-480, 500-590, 600-695, 700-770, 
800-830, and Chapter 9, tables 1 and 
4. Prerequisite: Familiarity with NEC. 
See website for more details.

OSHA #7510 - Introduction to 
OSHA for Small Business: March 17 
(1 day). This half-day course provides 
an introduction to the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) for owners and managers 
of small businesses. The goal of the 
course is to help participants gain an 
understanding of OSHA operations 
and procedures and learn how they 
can work with OSHA to prevent or 
reduce injuries and illnesses in their 
workplaces. Included in the course 
is information on the background 
of OSHA, standards, the inspection 
process, implementing a safety and 
health program, and assistance avail-
able to small business. CEU: 0.4

OTC 10C Cal/OSHA 10-Hour 
Hazard Awareness for Construc-
tion: March 18 - March 19 (2 days). 
This course provides 10 hours of 
Cal/OSHA hazard awareness training 
for the construction industry.  Upon 
successful completion of the course, 
a 10-hr card will be provided.

OSHA #510 - OSHA Standards 
for the Construction Industry: March 
23 - March 26 (4 days). This course 
for private sector personnel covers 
OSHA policies, procedures, and 
standards, as well as construction 

safety and health principles. Topics 
include scope and application of the 
OSHA construction standards. Spe-
cial emphasis is placed on those areas 
that are the most hazardous, using 
OSHA standards as a guide. CEU: 
2.6, ABIH CM: 4.34 Safety

OSHA #7600 Disaster Site 
Worker: March 24 - March 25, 2010 
(2 days). This course is for Disaster 
Site Workers who provide skilled 
support services (e.g., utility, de-
molition, debris removal or heavy 
equipment operation) or site clean-up 
services in response to a disaster. The 
goal of this course is to increase the 
participant’s awareness of the safety 
and health hazards including CBRNE 
agents that may be encountered at a 
natural or man-made disaster site. The 
importance of respiratory and other 
PPE and proper decontamination 
procedures that may be used to miti-

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory has received two 
Pollution Prevention Awards 
from the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration (NNSA). 
The Environmental Stewardship 
Awards recognize two Labora-
tory projects: the Water Conser-
vation Test Bed and the Ferrite 
Core and Power Conditioning 
Equipment Recovery Project. 
Lawrence Livermore is an NNSA 
national security laboratory.

The Water Conservation Test 
Bed Project was recognized in 
the awards’ Sustainable Design/
Green Buildings category. The 
project functions as a rainwater 
harvesting system designed to 
capture rain runoff from the roof 
of one of the Laboratory’s cafete-
rias and reuse it when needed to 
irrigate surrounding landscaping. 
Between 90,000 and 210,000 
gallons of rainwater falls on the 
roof of the cafeteria annually, 

depending on yearly variations. 
The project is part of an overall 
Laboratory effort to reduce the 
use of potable water.

The Ferrite Core and Power 
Conditioning Equipment Re-
covery Project won in the Waste/
Pollution Prevention category. 
The project involved the reuse 
of equipment salvaged from a 
decommissioned electron ac-
celerator scheduled for demoli-
tion at the Lab. First, 861 ferrite 
cores were removed from the 
accelerator, which was built in 
the 1980s to support Laboratory 
work for the nation’s Strategic 
Defense Initiative. The ferrite 
cores (a magnetic-ceramic mate-
rial) are specialized components 
for accelerator applications. The 
cores will be reused in the Lab’s 
Beam Research Program, which 
is developing a new accelerator 
in support of NNSA’s Stock-
pile Stewardship Program. Pur-
chasing new cores would have 

will make the final casting deci-
sions.”

Each family chosen for the 
show will host two teenagers, 
a boy and a girl from different 
families and different parts of the 
country. Filming takes place over 
five to seven days and will appear 
as a single one-hour episode. 
To see past episodes and learn 
more about “World’s Strictest 
Parents”, visit www.cmt.com/
shows/dyn/worlds_strictest_ 
parents/series.jhtml. 

Families must be two-parent 
households with teenage children 
of their own. Interested families 
can submit an application on the 
“World’s Strictest Parents” cast-

Lab Earns Pollution Prevention Awards

gate the hazards will be emphasized. 
Participants will support the use of an 
Incident Command System through 
the safe performance of their job re-
sponsibilities. It will teach awareness 
of traumatic incident stress that can 
result from working conditions and 
measures to reduce this stress. Par-
ticipants will be able to perform the 
following: inspection of an air-purify-
ing respirator, donning and doffing an 
air-purifying respirator, and respira-
tor seal check. CEU: 1.6, ABIH CM: 
2.67 Safety. Prerequisite: Completion 
of the OSHA Construction 10-Hour 
Outreach Training Course. See web-
site for more details.

Classes are held 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted at the train-
ing center, 7600 Dublin Blvd., Suite 
102, Dublin.                                                           

For more information and to 
register for the courses, visit www.

osha4you.com, or call (866) 936-
OSHA. 

The Chabot-Las Positas Commu-
nity College District operates the only 
OSHA Training Center in Northern 
California. Located in Dublin, the 
OSHA Training Center (OTC) offers 
training services to both experienced 
and novice safety professionals. 
OTC training programs are taught 
by highly qualified instructors who 
provide up-to-date safety and health 
information, and instruction on the 
application of OSHA regulations.  
OTC offers a variety of core and 
trainer occupational safety courses 
as well as onsite training classes for 
businesses and industry associations. 
For a schedule of classes or informa-
tion about on-site classes at your 
location, visit www.osha4you.com, 
or call (866) 936-OSHA.

 

cost the program an estimated 
$2,410,000.

In a second part of the project, 
power conditioning equipment 
from the old accelerator will be 
reused in Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory’s Heavy 
Ion Fusion Program, saving that 
program more than the $750,000 
it cost in 1986, when it was origi-
nally purchased.

Recovery of these materials 
from the old accelerator not only 
resulted in reducing costs and al-
lowing research to proceed more 
expeditiously, but also resulted in 
significant reductions in waste 
(approximately 90,000 pounds) 
that would have been generated 
during the final demolition of the 
accelerator facility.

“Two very different and vital 
research projects at two DOE 
research institutions benefitted 
from Livermore’s commitment 
to protecting the environment 
through waste minimization 
and pollution prevention,” said 
Steve Wuthrich, LLNL’s ES&H 
director

ing site at (www.theworldsstrictest 
parents.com) or contact Benton 
directly (323-904-4680 extension 
1050 or tbenton@shedmediaus.
com). 

“World’s Strictest Parents” is 
also casting teens, age 15 to 18, 
still living with their parents, who 
are interested in trying out life 
with another family in another 
part of the country for up to one 
week. 

The show airs on Country Mu-
sic Television (CMT), part of the 
MTV network. It was developed 
from a British Broadcasting Cor-
poration (BBC) show created by 
TwentyTwenty Television.

 

STRICTEST
(continued from page one)
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 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

Opportunity Knocking
Auto Sales

Self-Motivated
Easy Schedule

No Experience Needed
Will Train!
Benefits

Apply Within
Or Online @

LivermoreAutoGroup.com
 Call Parm or Ravi @

(925) 294-7700
Ford / Lincoln / Mercury

PART-TIME JOB
Greeter/Sales

Will Train - Call for Details
Steve Song or Parm

925 294-7700
Livermore Ford Lincoln & 

Mercury

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

FIREFIGHTER No experi-
ence needed. Training, travel, 
great pay/benefits/vacation 
& regular raises. H.S. grads 
ages 17-34. Call Mon-Fri. 1-
800-345-6289. (CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

38,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin, 

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara   

121)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES  

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  

925 243-8000 or go on-line 
at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

T H E  L I V E R M O R E 
CRUSH, the U12 Girls 
Premier team, will be hold-
ing tryouts for the upcoming 
Premier League season 
at Las Positas College 
Sunday, Feb 21 and 27, 
11am to 1pm

 Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents 
with emphasis on those with 
low income. The center has 
general medical services, 
family planning, well baby, 
prenatal and maternity pro-
grams, social services, blood 
pressure checks, WIC food 
supplement programs, pre-
marital blood test, sports/
camp physicals, TB screen-
ing, free transportation avail-
able.    925 462-1755

155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSL      B (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL
GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 49,119+ households 
that read the Independent 
find out about it. . To place an 
ad go to  www.independent-
news.com or call Barbara at 
925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

By Advertising with The In-
dependent you will reach 
over 38,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIVING 
SPACE By Advertising with 
The Independent reaches 
over 38,000 homes and busi-
nesses. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000

170)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE 

Reach over  
38,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad by 

advertising with  
The Independent.  

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

COLORADO LAND FORE-
CLOSURES. One day sale 
February 27, 2010. Start  @ 

35 Ac- 24,842.  
Many 35 -100 ac parcels. 

Great recreation areas 
Banks will finance.  

Call now  
866-696-5263, x 5498. 

(CAL*SCAN)

OCEANVIEW LOTS FOR 
SALE: San Felipe Mexico, 
From $30,000, Financing 

available, Electric and  
Water. Toll Free  

877-871-9783; email 
vistadelmarsan 

felipe@gmail.com; www.
VistaDelMarBaja.com. 

(CAL*SCAN)

TEXAS LAND FORECLO-
SURES - 20/40 acre tracts. 

Near growing El Paso. 
No credit checks/ Owner 
Financing. Money Back 

guarantee, 0 down,  
Take over $159/month.  
1-800-843-7537. www.
SunsetRanches.com. 

(CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
176)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019.  www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE ONLINE in a 
network of 50-plus news-

paper websites.  Border to 
Border with one order! $7 

cost per  
thousand impressions 

statewide. Minimum $5,000 
order. Call for details:  

(916) 288-6010.  www.
CaliforniaBannerAd 

Network.com  
(CAL*SCAN)

178)CHILD CARE SERVICES

CHILD CARE
0 to 5, 

Open M-F 6am-6:30pm 
info Genevieve 
(925) 960-0760 

LIC #013420423

180)EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!  1-
866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
S o u t h E a s t e r n H S . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

182)HEALTH/MISC/LEGAL 
SERVICES

IF A LOVED ONE UNDER-
WENT HEMODIALYSIS and 

received Heparin between 
August 1, 2007 

 and April 1, 2008 and died 
after the use of Heparin, 
you may be entitled to 

compensation.  
Attorney Charles Johnson 

- 1-800-535-5727. 
(CAL*SCAN)

190)TRAVEL/VACATIONS

DISCOUNT HOTEL RATES: 
Up to 50% Less Than Other 
Travel Websites. San Fran-
cisco/LA/Anaheim/San Diego 
from $44. Vegas from $22. 
www.GetaRoom.com 1-800-
468-3578. (CAL*SCAN)

Reach over  38,000 homes 
and businesses with your ad 

by advertising with  
The Independent.  

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

Federal Changes 
Impact Buyers, Sellers, 

Homeowners
By Cher Wollard

A number of changes enacted recently by the federal govern-
ment will impact anyone looking to buy or sell real estate, plus 
homeowners struggling to keep up with mortgage payments. 
Among the highlights:

Interest Rates Are Likely to Rise
The Mortgage Backed Securities purchasing program is set 

to end by March 31, which could spell an end to the historically 
low interest rates on mortgages we have been experiencing for 
the past year. 

The program, managed by the Fed, has injected money into 
the market, which in turn influences lenders to keep rates low. As 
of last week, the Fed had $66 billion of its original $1.25 trillion 
dollar allotment. That means 95 percent of the total has been sent, 
accounting for approximately three-quarters of home loans made 
in the past year. Average rates for 30-year fixed mortgages are 
currently hovering just under 5 percent.

The bottom line for consumers: If you are thinking about getting 
a new mortgage to purchase property or refinancing the mortgage 
you have, don’t delay. Call mortgage specialist now to lock in a 
great rate. If you don’t have one, ask your Realtor to recommend 
someone.  

New Guidelines Enacted for FHA Loans
Borrowers with only modest credit scores or less than 20 percent 

cash for a downpayment, turn to FHA for mortgages.
Until recently, borrowers needed only 3 percent downpayment 

for these loans. Now 3.5 percent is required. 
In addition, beginning sometime in late spring or early sum-

mer:
• The upfront mortgage insurance premium (MIP) will be raised 

from 1.75 percent to 2.25 percent
• The minimum down payment will climb from 3.5% to 10% 

for those with credit scores below 580
• Allowable seller concessions will be reduced from 6% to 

3%
FHA is also adopting appraisal guidelines currently in place 

for conforming mortgages.
On the plus side, Congress has extended higher loan limits in 

high-cost regions such as the Bay Area. This means borrowers in 
2010 can get FHA loans up to $729,750. The ceiling throughout 
most of the country is $271,050. 

The bottom line for consumers: You’ll be able to borrow more 
money, but will need larger downpayments, more money for clos-
ing costs and better credit scores to do so. Still, FHA mortgages 
are a good deal for many home loans.

FHA Removes Anti-Flipping Rule
You find a great house at a terrific price and, much to your 

surprise, it is neither a short sale nor a bank-owned property. You 
are pre-approved for an FHA loan, so you tell your real estate 
agent you want to make an offer. That’s when you are told: No 
FHA mortgages allowed on this property, due to the “anti-flip-
ping” rule. 

Purchasing property and then quickly putting it on the market 
to resell is known as “flipping.” Sometimes flippers find property 
in disrepair and fix it up to sell at a profit. In this market, flippers 
often purchase foreclosed property on the courthouse steps and 
sell it, often without making any changes at all. 

Flipping is perfectly legal but, until recently, FHA would not 
make loans on property the seller had owned for less than 90 days. 
This is the “anti-flipping” rule.

The federal government is waiving this rule from Feb. 1, 2010 
until Jan. 31, 2011, which it hopes will help stabilize real estate 
prices and revitalize neighborhoods that are experiencing high 
foreclosure rates.

The bottom line for consumers: Buyers will have more op-
tions. Investors who purchase property with the intention of sell-
ing quickly will likely see faster results, as the pool of potential 
buyers increases.

Government Seeks to Streamline Short Sale Process
In a short sale, a seller receives agreement from his lender to 

sell the property for less than is owed on it. 
Approximately one-third of residential properties currently on 

the market in Livermore are being sold short. The percentages are 
even higher in areas such as the Central Valley, where housing 
prices have collapsed over the past three years.

Short sales can offer good values for buyers and a way out of 
foreclosure for sellers, but the process can be lengthy, difficult and 
frustrating for all concerned.

The Treasury Department recently released new guidelines 
that, it is hoped, will encourage lenders to streamline the short 
sale process. Key features of the program, called Home Affordable 
Foreclosure Alternatives or HAFA, are:

• Sellers can receive up to $1,500 for relocation expenses.
• Lenders will receive $1,000 for each completed short sale.
• Investors who allow up to $3,000 of proceeds from a short 

sale to be given to junior lien holders may receive up to $1,000 
in compensation.

• Sellers can receive pre-approved terms for a short sale, prior 
to it being listed for sale.

• Sellers are to be fully released from future liability for debt.
The program takes effect April 5, 2010, but lenders may imple-

ment it before then if they meet certain requirements. The program 
runs through 2012.

Bottom line for consumers:  Short sales may be quicker and 
easier in the future.

Tax Credit Extension Boosts Home Sales
Congress’s extension and expansion of tax credits for home 

buyers apparently has had the desired effect: December home sales 
in California increased 10.6 percent year-to-year, and December 
home sales in the Bay Area were the strongest in three years. And 
while sales of high-end properties ($1 million and up) remain 
sluggish, home prices overall appear to have stabilized and are 
starting to increase modestly.

To recap: 
• First-time homebuyers may be eligible for up to $8,000 in 

tax credits.
• Other homebuyers may be eligible for up to $6,500 in tax 

credits.
• The credits apply only to primary residences.
• The buyer must be in contract to purchase their home by April 

30, and the transaction must close by June 30.  
• The buyer must meet certain income guidelines.
Bottom line for consumers: If you are thinking about buying 

or selling a home, this is the time. Call or e-mail your local Real-
tor today!

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home Realty, Livermore.
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The Valley Montessori School 
community was joined by Mayor 
Marshall Kamena to celebrate 
and break ground on a new 
8500 square foot building to ex-
pand their existing campus. The 
project will add six additional 
classrooms and a half-court gym-
nasium to the school’s current 
37,500 square foot campus on 
North Livermore Avenue.

Tri-Valley business organiza-
tions won awards and praise for 
their efforts to promote green-
house gas-reducing commute 
alternatives to their employees. 
Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty recognized the 
winners of the Great Race for 
Clean Air Challenge, all from 
Pleasanton, at the weekly Board 
of Supervisors meeting. 

Employers from throughout 
the Tri-Valley region were in-
vited to participate in the com-
petition to encourage employees 
to get to work by using alterna-
tives to solo-driving. “Tri-Val-
ley employers stepped up their 
efforts to voluntarily promote 
the benefits of commute alterna-
tives to employees. As a result, 
we all benefitted as employees 
proactively sought more envi-
ronmentally friendly, and in some 
cases, healthier options to get to 
work, helping to reduce traffic 
congestion, and most impor-
tantly, improving air quality in 
the Tri-Valley for all of us,” said 
Haggerty. 

With more than 100 employ-
ees trying alternative commute 
methods, Kaiser Permanente 
won its trophy for the Highest 
Employee Participation in the 
large organization category. The 
company was also recognized for 
reducing its carbon dioxide or 
CO2 emissions by 62,510 pounds 
during the competition. Kaiser 
moved its computer IT operations 
to the Hacienda Business Park 
late 2005. 

The City of Pleasanton won 
the trophy for the mid-size cat-

VMS Head of School, Mary 
Ellen Kordas explained, “This 
expansion grew out of a shared 
vision and unique opportunity to 
enhance the educational experi-
ence for the children. 

"Growing our campus to fit 
the needs of our families allows 
us to implement program en-
hancements such as expanding 
our physical education program, 

providing additional space for 
music, art and science, and of-
fering a greater variety of after 
school activities.”  

The expansion plan also in-
cludes a native garden with foot-
paths as an outdoor classroom 
experience.

For more information, visit 
valleymontessorischool.com.

egory, with more of its em-
ployees biking and walking 
to work. Winning in the small 
organization category, Hacienda 
Owners Association staff won 
two trophies – one for highest 
(100%) participation with all 4 
of its employees using alternative 
commutes during the competition 
and for the highest reduction of 
CO2 emissions per employee of 

721 pounds. 
Employees used carpools, 

vanpools, transit, biking and 
walking to travel to and from 
work during the months of Au-
gust and September. An on-line 
diary tool, provided by 511.org, 
was used by participants to track 
their progress and to tally final 
results. A total reduction of 135, 
261 pounds of CO2 emissions 

was achieved by all 13 participat-
ing businesses during the sum-
mer months when the Tri-Valley 
experiences some of its worst 
air quality. Emissions from mo-
tor vehicles produce about half 
of all the CO2 emissions, the 
largest single source of this air 
pollutant, in the nine-county Bay 
Area region. 

The competition is organized 
by the Tri-Valley Air Quality 
Resource Team and sponsored by 
the Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District (BAAQMD). 
The competition, in its second 
year, was promoted through lo-
cal Chambers of Commerce in 
Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton 
and San Ramon. As the economy 
recovers, the Team is planning 
to continue the competition this 
year, providing an opportunity for 
employers to initiate programs to 
promote commute alternatives to 
solo-driving to new and returning 
employees. 

Scott Haggerty represents 
the First District communities 
of Dublin, Fremont, Livermore, 
Pleasanton and east unincorpo-
rated areas on the five-member 
Alameda County Board of Su-
pervisors. Haggerty is former 
chair and serves as a director on 
the BAAQMD. 

 

Supervisor Scott Haggerty presented the trophy to James 
Paxon, General Manager Hacienda Owners Association.
 

Livermore Mayor Marshall Kamena, right, helped celebrate the groundbreaking for campus 
expansion at Valley Montesorri School.  

Local Businesses Earn Top Trophies in 
Great Race for Clean Air Challenge

Valley Montesorri Launches Expansion Project
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Guitarist/vocalist Dave Mason 
will be the featured performer in the 
season finale of City of Pleasanton 
Civic Arts Presents. The rock legend 
will perform on Saturday, Febru-
ary 27, at 8:00 p.m. at the Amador 
Theater.

The theater is located at 1155 
Santa Rita Road on the Amador 
Valley High School campus in Pleas-
anton. The audience is encouraged to 
bring food donations to the theater to 
benefit The Haven Food Pantry.  

Rock n’ Roll Hall of Famer and 
co-founder of rock super-group 
Traffic, Mason will perform songs 
from his newest album, 26 Letters 
– 12 Notes, as well as favorites from 
yesterday.

At the age of 18, Mason teamed 
up with Steve Winwood, Jim Ca-
paldi and Chris Wood to form the 
legendary band, Traffic, which 
would have a profound influence 
over rock music. The following 
year, he wrote “Feelin’ Alright,” a 
rock and roll anthem that has been 
recorded by more than 48 artists. 

Mason relocated from England 
to the United States after Traffic’s 
second album was released and 
began a solo career. He recorded the 
gold album “Along Together,” con-
sidered a rock classic. That album 
was followed by four more gold and 
the platinum “Let It Flow,” which 
contain Mason’s top-ten single, “We 
Just Disagree.” 

Mason formally joined Fleetwood 
Mac in 1993, touring with the group 
and completing the album “Time.” 
It features Dave’s lead vocals on 
songs such as “Blow By Blow” and 
“I Wonder Why.”

In 1994, a reunited Traffic per-
formed at Woodstock ’94 and ten 
years later was inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. In 
2008, Mason released “26 Letters 
~ 12 Notes,” an album that was six 
years in the making and was self-
produced by Mason and recorded in 
his California home studio.

Tickets to the Dave Mason show 
are $25, $30 and $35. They may be 
purchased online at www.civicart-
stickets.org up to three hours prior to 
the performance, by phone at (925) 
931-3444, or in person at the Amador 
Theater Box Office. Box office hours 
are Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and for two hours prior 
to the performance. Group discounts 
are available. More information 
about Civic Arts is available at www.
pleasantoncivicarts.org. 

Dave Mason, 
Rock 'n Roll 

Hall of Famer, 
Performs in 
Pleasanton
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By Patricia Koning
After seeing the new documen-

tary Ready, Set, Bag!, you’ll never 
look at your grocery bagger the 
same way. The film, which follows 
eight state champion grocery bag-
gers vying for the title of “Amer-
ica’s Best Bagger,” will air at the 
Vine Cinema on Wednesday, Feb. 
24 and Wednesday, March 3.

The story originated when Oren 
Jacob, the film’s executive produc-
er, had a conversation with friends 
about their summer jobs back in 
high school. One friend said that 
he used to be a grocery bagger but 
never made it to regionals. 

“Driving home that night, Oren 
called and said, ‘I know what our 
next film is about,’” said Justine 
Jacob, the film’s co-director and 
Oren’s wife. “The idea of taking 
something as mundane and com-
mon as bagging to an extreme 
competitive level intrigued us and 
we wanted to find out who would 
participate in such an endeavor. 
We learned that this event is about 
much more than competition.” 

Justine and her co-director Alex 
D. da Silva pitched the story at the 
Sundance Producers Conference 
and won the Best Pitch Award and 
$500 in seed funding. The entire 
film crew is from the San Francisco 
Bay Area and many, including 
Oren, work at Pixar Animation 
Studios. 

The production team toured 21 
of the 23 states that ran best bag-
ger competitions at the time and 
followed the stories of 14 of the 
state winners. “We looked for the 
state winners who we thought had 
a shot at getting into the finals,” 
says Justine. “We were lucky, as 
the regional winners we chose 
fared very well.”

I had the chance to screen 
Ready, Set, Bag! and found it 
very entertaining and compelling. 
Like Spellbound and Wordplay, 
this movie takes you inside a 
niche competitive world that is 
filled with fascinating, everyday 
people. 

Ready, Set, Bag! follows the 
bagging champions from Alabama, 
California, Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Utah, and Virginia, 
who range in ages from 17 to 50 

Ready, Set, Bag! 
Spotlights Champion Grocery Baggers

Independent Documentary Film to Screen at the Vine Cinema

years old. Each state champion 
has his or her own unique set of 
supporters, like James Hunter, a 
rugby player from Davis, Cali-
fornia whose friends don’t get the 
competition at all. Kim Weaver of 
Pennsylvania gets a wild send off 
from the flamingals, a group of 
female coworkers ranging in age 
from 48 to 80 years old. 

Brenda Wygle tried for 10 
years before becoming the Iowa 
state champion. Brian Bay repre-
sented Utah in the previous year’s 
national bagging competition, 
but failed to advance to the finals 
because of a missed roll of life-
savers—something that poses a 
challenge for several top baggers 
in the championship. 

The National Grocers Asso-
ciation (NGA) is a national trade 
association representing the retail 
and wholesale grocers that com-
prise the independent sector of the 

food distribution industry. For the 
past 24 years the organization has 
held the Best Bagger Competition 
as part of its annual convention in 
Las Vegas. 

The NGA created the contest 
to promote the grocery industry’s 
devotion to exceptional customer 
service through superior bagging. 
According to the NGA website, 
“the proper bagging of groceries 
is an important part of the opera-
tion of a successful retail grocery 
business, and front-end employees, 
in particular, have a major effect 
on how well a retailer serves the 
customer.”

Contestants are judged on 
speed, bag-building technique, 
weight distribution between bags, 
style, attitude, and appearance. 
Genevieve Walk, a consultant to 
the NGA, explains that the key to 
winning is having the most evenly 
weighted bags. “The best of the 

best are going to be under 35 sec-
onds,” she explains in the film. 

The national winner takes home 
$10,000 in prize money, with 
$5,000 to the first runner-up and 
$500 each to the second, third, 
and fourth runners-up. The NGA 
also awards $250 to each state 
champion. 

The hand-drawn animated short 
Leonardo from Jim Capobianco 
will be shown before the feature 
and Justine and Oren will hold a 
Q&A session after each screening. 
Capobianco created an animated 
sequence for Ready, Set, Bag! and 
was nominated for an Academy 
Award as a screenwriter for Ra-
tatouille. 

The Livermore showings will 
also be a fund raiser for the Al-
ameda County Community Food 
Bank. The Ready, Set, Bag! pro-
duction team will donate $1 for 
each ticket purchased. Bring two 

 James Hunter at the Best Bagger Competition in Las Vegas.

cans of food and receive $1 off 
the ticket price and 50 cents off 
popcorn. Donate any amount of 
money, even change, and receive 
a ChicoBag reusable bag. For 
each bag donated at the screening, 
ChicoBag will also donate another 
bag to the Alameda County Com-
munity Food Bank. 

Ready, Set, Bag! premiered 
at the Los Angeles Film Festival 
in 2008 under the title Paper or 
Plastic?. It has also been shown at 
independent theaters in Berkeley, 
Chico, El Cerrito, San Francisco, 
and Santa Rosa. Justine says the 
film soon will begin a nationwide 
theatrical tour in conjunction with 
regional bagging competitions and 
at independent theaters. 

For more information on Ready, 
Set, Bag! visit www.readysetbag.
com. For more information on the 
NGA, visit www.nationalgrocers.
org. 
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The fifth season of the Las 
Positas Early Music Concert series 
has the theme, “Winds, Keyboards 
and Strings.” It features recitals by 
three Bay Area artists.

Concerts are held in the college 
library starting at 7:30 p.m. with a 
pre-concert talk

The fifth concert season features 
artists and their instruments with re-
citals by three Bay Area performers. 
Judith Linsenberg, Yuko Tanaka, and 
David Morris will each demonstrate 
their expertise in performances featur-
ing recorder, harpsichord, fortepiano, 
viola da gamba, bass violin, and ba-
roque cello. 

These historically informed per-
formances of music written before 
1800 bring brilliant music to life in an 
intimate environment. Each concert 
begins with a pre-concert talk, provid-
ing an historical setting for the music 
and concludes with a post concert 
reception with the performers. All 
concerts will be held in the college 
Library, building 2000.

Judith Linsenberg is known for 
her expertise on the recorder. Her 
solo recital, Feb. 27, will feature 
a Bach cello suite which she has 
transcribed for recorder. She will 
also perform a modern piece by 
renowned composer, Pete Rose, 
an English country dance suit, 
and varied works of the baroque 
period. Her performance will in-
clude unaccompanied solo works 
as well as pieces with Katherine 

Heater performing basso continuo 
on the harpsichord.

Yuko Tanaka returns to Las 
Positas College to demonstrate her 
virtuosity on both the harpsichord 
and the fortepiano during a March 
20 concert. She will perform 

music from three generations of 
the Bach family from the early 
baroque to the high baroque on the 
harpsichord and the early classical 
period on the fortepiano. The Bach 
dynasty held an undisputed place 
in the music world for two hundred 

years with more than fifty musi-
cians of that name. Today, Bach 
remains synonymous with great 
music. This program will demon-
strate the reason for their fame.

In the battle of the basses, 
David Morris will demonstrate 
how bowed basses went through 
many changes through the end of 
the baroque era at an April 24 con-
cert. The viola da gamba, the bass 
violin, and the cello each enjoyed 
surges of popularity in France, 
England, and Italy. This program 
will include unaccompanied solo 
works as well as pieces with Yuko 
Tanaka playing basso continuo. 
The program will include music 
from the renaissance to the high 
baroque and composers ranging 
from Tobias Hume and Marin 
Marais to J.S. Bach.

Each concert begins with a short 
pre-concert talk and concludes 
with a reception where the audi-
ence can meet the performers.

Tickets are $15 for individual 
concerts or $40 for the season. The 
venue is wheelchair accessible.

These concerts are sponsored 
in part by the Las Positas College 
Foundation, the Alameda County 
Arts Council, and the support of 
donors.

 The Concert Series is also spon-
soring a series of Music Apprecia-
tion classes on the Thursday night 
before the concert to enhance the 
concert experience. For additional 

Early Music Concert Series 
Now In Its Fifth Season

information about these classes, go 
to www.laspositascollege.

Tickets are $15 for individual 
concerts or $40 for the season. The 
venue is wheelchair accessible. For 
additional information, visit the 
website at www.lpcearlymusic.
org. or contact Marilyn Marquis 
at 925.424.1209 or mmarquis@
laspositascollege.edu.

These concerts are sponsored 
in part by the Las Positas Col-
lege Foundation and the Alameda 
County Arts Commission.

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Liver-
more.

 

The Dublin Sister City Asso-
ciation is hosting the 25th annual 
Green & White Gala on March 12, 
2010 at the Dublin Senior Center 
in honor of its sister city, Bray, 
Ireland and in celebration of St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

The Gala includes dinner by 
the Pampered Chef, prizes and 
surprises and a full evening of Irish 
music and entertainment. Tickets 
are $65.00 per person and may be 
obtained by calling the Green & 
White Hotline 925-828-4758.

   

Green and White 
Gala Planned

Judith Linsenberg will open the series.

A photography show by Lee 
Tang and John Joh is on exhibit 
through April 5 at Windermere 
Welcome Home Realty, 1790 
First Street, Livermore.

The photography, focusing 
on urban scenes and landscapes, 
has a fresh, contemporary style. 
Among the images are several 
taken at rock concerts, depic-
tions of exotic locals and pastoral 
scenes.

A reception will be held Sun-
day, Feb. 21, 2-5 p.m. The public 
is invited to meet the photog-
raphers, view the show, and 
enjoy Valley wines and hors 
d’oeuvres. 

The exhibit may also be viewed 
during normal business hours, or 
by appointment. 

For information, contact Tang 

at 925 640-8370 or leetang@
windermere.com; or Cher Wol-

lard at 925 824-4824 or cherw@
windermere.com

"Paris"

Photo Exhibit Opens This Weekend
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The “Book Into Film” series 
continues at the Pleasanton Library 
with the movie, “The Wonder 
Boys.”

The event is Sun., Feb. 21 at 
2 p.m. 

Which is better: the book or 
the film—You decide at the Pleas-
anton Library’s Book Into Film 
series. In collaboration with the 
California Center for the Book, 
Pleasanton Library will offer a 
monthly series of film screenings 
based on popular books. It’s easy 
to participate: simply pick up a 
copy of the month’s book selection 
at the library, attend the free film 
screenings on Sundays at 2pm and 
join the discussion! 

The Wonder Boys is based on 
the book by Michael Chabon. In 
Wonder Boys, we meet Grady 
Tripp, a pot-smoking middle aged 
novelist who has stalled on a 2611 
page opus titled Wonder Boys. His 
student James Leer is a troubled 
young writer obsessed by Holly-
wood suicides and at work on his 
own first novel. Grady’s bizarre 

editor Terry Crabtree and another 
student, Hannah Green, come 
together in his wildly comic, mov-
ing, and finally profound search 
for an ending to his book and a 
purpose to his life. 

Read The Wonder Boys by Mi-
chael Chabon—and see the film at 
the Pleasanton Library.

The California Center for the 
Book is supported by the U.S. 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, under the provisions of 
the Library Services and technol-
ogy Act., administered in Califor-
nia by the State Librarian.

The program is free and open 
to all. No registration required. 
For more information, call Penny 
Johnson, 925/931-3405.

'The Wonder 
Boys; Next 

in Book Into 
Film Series

4th Street Studio invites writ-
ers to read and listeners to listen 
at its monthly Saturday Salon on 
Saturday February 20th at 7:30 
PM. 4th Street Studio is located at 
2235 Fourth Street in Livermore. 
Everyone has up to ten minutes to 
read. The public is welcome.

 This month’s salon theme is 

“A Burning Bright in The Long 
Valley Kind of Night” to celebrate 
John Steinbeck (born on February 
27th, 1902), the focus of this year’s 
Livermore Reads Together event. 
As part of the speech he gave 
when accepting the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1962, Steinbeck said, 
“Literature is as old as speech. It 

grew out of human need for it, 
and it has not changed except to 
become more needed.”

 As Steinbeck suggests, 4th 
Street Studio celebrates the ne-
cessity of literary artists — those 
who are dedicated to the art and 
craft of writing. Saturday Salons 
provide a unique venue — an op-

portunity for writers to read their 
work and hear how it sounds as 
spoken word, and for everyone to 
listen to what they have written. 
All literary forms are welcome: 
fiction, literary nonfiction, memoir, 
poetry, monologues.

 Bring a nosh and something to 
drink to share.

Check out the 4th Street Studio 
blog at 4thstreetstudio.wordpress.
com. 

Saturday Salon at 4th Street 
Studio is sponsored by Fourth 
Street Studio. The salons, now in 
their seventh year, are held on the 
third Saturday of each month at 4th 
Street Studio, 2235 Fourth Street.

February 20 Saturday Salon Celebrates John Steinbeck

Shakespeare’s Associates has 
joined delegates from over 150 
Shakespeare-producing theatres 
and festivals from the USA and 
Canada attending the twentieth 
annual conference of the Shake-
speare Theatre Association of 
America (STAA) this month at 
Shakespeare’s Globe in London.

 The conference program, en-
titled Who Owns Shakespeare?, 
has been devised in cooperation 
with the current President of 
STAA, Philip Sneed, Artistic Di-
rector of the Colorado Shakespeare 
Festival, and ran until January 10. 
Peter Kyle, Chief Executive of 
Shakespeare’s Globe, Dominic 
Dromgoole, Artistic Director, and 
Patrick Spottiswoode, Director, 
Globe Education all lead sessions 
during the conference. Adrian 
Noble, former artistic director of 
the Royal Shakespeare Company 
was the guest speaker.

Delegates were taken on a pri-
vate visit to Middle Temple Hall, 
the venue of the first recorded per-
formance of Twelfth Night where 
Tim Carroll, former Associate 
Theatre Director at Shakespeare’s 
Globe, explored the influence of 
playing spaces on performance. 
Tim Carroll directed Twelfth Night 

at Middle Temple Hall before its 
transfer to the Globe for the play’s 
400th anniversary in 2002.

Shakespeare’s Associates Ar-
tistic Director Lisa Tromovitch 
stated, “When marketing our 
Shakespeare productions we some-
times hear ‘but I don’t understand 
Shakespeare.’ Part of attending 
these conferences is about learn-
ing more about the plays so that 
those of us who direct them do it 
better. At Shakespeare’s Globe, a 
replica built with all of the current 
scholarship available, I was able 
to stand on the stage and experi-
ence how close the actors were 
to their audience. I could see the 
physical realities that affect the 
plays - Shakespeare wrote the 
plays to be performed in specific 
spaces, so there are references to 
the environment that might be dif-
ficult to recognize simply reading 
the script. Knowing the reference 
gives the director the power to 
make choices about how to com-
municate that line to the audience. 
If you don’t know why the charac-
ter says ‘Hark!’ at the beginning of 
the scene the actor might make a 
choice that confuses the audience. 
They can’t understand Shake-
speare if the actors and directors 

Shakespeare's Associates Head to 
London for Conference

don’t. I’ve been attending STAA 
conferences since 1998, and have 
learned something at each. “

Shakespeare’s Associates Board 
Director, Peggy Riley added, “It 
was exciting to visit the neighbor-
hood where Shakespeare lived 
and worked and to hear about the 
reconstruction of the Globe, about 
how the playhouse informs actors’ 
and directors’ choices. I gained a 
deeper understanding and appre-
ciation for Shakespeare the man 
and Shakespeare the playwright.”

Patrick Spottiswoode, who is 
also a member of the STAA Ex-
ecutive Committee, said, “Shake-
speare’s Globe is honoured to be 
hosting this conference and looks 
forward to discussing key issues 
of ownership with fellow artistic, 
managing and education direc-
tors including the influence of the 
recession on choices of repertoire, 
who really owns Shakespeare’s 
text, how theatres are responding 
to changing demographics and 
reaching out to new audiences, 
particularly youth. Young people 
taking ownership of Shakespeare 
has always been at the heart of 
our work at the Globe - a theatre 
where actors and audiences share 
the same light.”

 

Bill Roe, author of All the Way 
to Lincoln Way: A Coast to Coast 
Bicycle Odyssey, will speak about 
his adventures on The Lincoln 
Highway by Bicycle, at the Liver-
more Public Library Civic Center, 
1188 S. Livermore Avenue, at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, February 23.

There is no charge for this 
event.

In 1999, Roe and his bicycle 
set out from San Francisco on the 
historic Lincoln Highway, the first 
transcontinental highway. Two 
months later, he arrived in New 
York City, having traveled some 
3,000 miles through 13 states. Bill 
will share his trials, tribulations 

and triumphs as he climbs the 
Sierras, battles the elements, and 
encounters locals along the way.

Roe moved to Davis in 1970, af-
ter earning a degree in Architecture 
from Iowa State and an MBA from 
Stanford.  He led the campaign for 
a new Davis Art Center in 1987 and 
the new Pence Gallery in 2003 and 
supervised construction of both 
facilities.  Also in 1987 he and his 
wife Nancy were named Davis’ 
Citizens of the Year.  He served 
on the board of the Chamber of 
Commerce, was president of the 
Davis Rotary Club and has been a 
member of the Mondavi Perform-
ing Arts Center for eight years.  He 

is a long time member of the Davis 
Bike Club, is on the Board of the 
California Bicycle Museum, and 
rides over 5,000 miles a year.

This program is part of Liver-
more Reads Together, a com-
munity-wide reading program 
featuring John Steinbeck’s classic 
book Travels with Charley. Liver-
more Reads Together: Travels 
with Charley is sponsored by The 
Friends of the Livermore Library. 

For additional events check the 
library’s website at www.liver-
more.lib.ca.us. For more informa-
tion contact Rosemary Dukelow at 
925-373-5514.

Bicyclist to Tell Story of Coast to Coast Ride

Michael Chabon
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Round Midnight will perform a free concert of jazz, blues and bossa nova on Feb. 28 at 2 p.m. in the 
Pleasanton Library. This free concert will be held in the Pleasanton Library’s meeting room. For more 
info regarding the program call Penny Johnson at 931-3405. The program is free and open to all. No 
registration required.

Roadside America co-author 
and web site publisher Doug Kirby 
gives a presentation at the Liver-
more Public Library Civic Center, 
1188 S. Livermore Avenue, at 2pm 
on Sunday, February 21.

There is no charge for this 
event.

Is the sun setting on America’s 
roadside attractions? Should you 
weep for Route 66, the demise of 
neon-trimmed motels and old tyme 
lunch counters? RoadsideAmerica.
com says: “NEVER!” Don’t let 
the mourners of historic highway 
“culture” get you down! The US 
is stuffed-to-bursting with incred-
ible, ridiculous sights. Roadside 
America co-author and web site 
publisher Doug Kirby provides a 
whirlwind tour, punctuated with 
photos and videos, of today’s off-
beat tourism landscape. Learn how 
it’s easier today to find unusual 
tourist attractions — and no longer 
become a pariah after mentioning 
them back home!

Kirby is editor and publisher 
of RoadsideAmerica.com, the 
web’s largest guide to offbeat US 
tourist attractions, launched in 
1996. Along with co-authors Ken 
Smith and Mike Wilkins, Doug 
wrote “Roadside America” and 
“New Roadside America.” The 
books irreverently and humorously 
defined the landscape of US road-
side attractions, and popularized 
road trips to many little-known 
destinations. 

RoadsideAmerica.com has 
a large following — users plan 
vacations, report on their own 

adventures, or just enjoy reading 
about crazy places and interesting 
characters. The site, managed by 
Doug and his wife Susan, docu-
ments over 9,000 attractions, and 
features reviews, photos, maps, 
videos and trip planning tools. 
Doug, Ken and Mike continue 
conducting “field investigations,” 
pursuing leads and tips to the latest 
bizarre museum or backyard self-
kicking machine. 

Kirby has been a cartoonist, cre-
ative director, and video producer. 
Doug and Susan lived in Middle-
town, New Jersey until moving to 
the Bay Area in late 2008. Visit 
their website at: http://www.Road-
sideAmerica.com.

This program is part of Liver-
more Reads Together, a com-
munity-wide reading program 
featuring John Steinbeck’s classic 
book Travels with Charley. The 
community of Livermore is en-
couraged to join their neighbors 
by participating in the Livermore 
Reads Together book discussions 
and free events for children and 
adults during the month of Febru-
ary 2010. Copies of books and 
event schedules are available at 
all Livermore Public Library loca-
tions. Livermore Reads Together: 
Travels with Charley is sponsored 
by The Friends of the Livermore 
Library. 

For additional events check the 
library’s website at www.liver-
more.lib.ca.us. For more informa-
tion contact Rosemary Dukelow at 
925-373-5500 x5514.

Program Features 
'Roadside America' 

Co-Author

By Susan Steinberg
A hugely appreciative audience 

filled the First Presbyterian Church 
last week, eager to hear a concert 
by internationally lauded Daniel 
Glover.

For those who knew him only 
as the accompanist of the Valley 
Concert Chorale, it was a revela-
tion to hear this incredibly gifted 
musician as a soloist. Known for 
his “dazzling virtuosity” as well 
as exceptional sensitivity, he has 
thrilled audiences from Carnegie 
Hall to the palaces of St. Peters-
burg, concertizing in 42 states and 
24 countries.

Glover’s program was an am-
bitious one, all in the romantic 
tradition, but ranging from Robert 
Schumann to Samuel Barber, a 
span of 100 years. It was a sur-
prisingly felicitous combination, 
as he pointed out. In fact, his in-
formal commentary added greatly 
to the audience’s enjoyment, as 
he shared musical anecdotes and 

personal reminiscences about the 
selections.

A much anticipated performance 
of Schumann’s “Kinderscenen” 
(Scenes From Childhood) was 
enhanced by the revelation that this 
work is considered “competition 
suicide” because of its deceptive 
simplicity and transparency. As a 
non-pianist, this reviewer judged 
Glover’s interpretation to be beau-
tifully evocative of the quicksilver 
mood changes for each short 
segment, especially the famously 
delicate “Traumerei” (Dreams”), a 
personal favorite.

A f t e r  t h e  s w e e t n e s s  o f 
Schumann, Glover launched into 
the program’s most ambitious 
work, Brahms’ “Variations on a 
Theme by Paganini," Opus 35. 
Based on the familiar melody used 
by Rachmaninoff in his ultra-ro-
mantic 20th-century “Rhapsody," 
this is a most formidably challeng-
ing piece.

Intricate fingering, cross-hand-

ed playing, and other pianistic 
acrobatics dazzled those able to 
see the soloist’s flying fingers. As 
one local pianist murmured in awe, 
“I could only see a blur - what an 
unbelievable performance!”

The audience, exhausted by 
the musical pyrotechnics and their 
wild ovation, could only assume 
that Glover was also out of energy. 
As if to confirm those assumptions, 
he returned to the piano with a 
slow soothing rendition of Brahms’ 
“Lullaby," an obvious “good night” 
to his enthusiastic fans.

But no, he returned once again 
with an extra encore, the beautiful 
and beloved “Liebestraume," send-
ing a euphoric crowd out into the 
lobby to thank him in person and 
snap up his many popular CDs.

How incredibly fortunate we 
Valley music lovers are to have 
such a world-class talent in our 
midst. And how generous of Daniel 
Glover to offer this impressive eve-
ning to benefit the Valley Concert 
Chorale.

Oh what a beautiful evening!
Music Review
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By Nancy O’Connell
The Livermore Amador Sym-

phony presented the two winners 
of its 2009-2010 competition on 
February 13 at the Bankhead The-
ater. Both of the soloists amazed 
the audience with their superb 
performances. Frank Shin, clari-
netist, and Curtis Kim, ‘cellist, the 
two young winners, both attend 
Foothill High in Pleasanton.

 Prior to the performance, an 
early prelude talk was presented. 
Bob Williams, the French horn 
player and Director of the Pleas-
anton Community Concert Band, 
provided interesting background 
information on the first two com-
posers on the program. He also 
referred to Henry Purcell, who was 
an influential English composer. 
Purcell’s Rondeau, composed in 
1695, served as the theme in Ben-
jamin Britten’s The Young Person’s 
Guide to the Orchestra, composed 
250 years later!

Then Peter Curzon of the per-
cussion section spoke of Dvorak 
and Rimsky-Korsakov. Peter told 
of Dvorak’s cello concerto, which 
was written shortly after the com-
poser heard Victor Herbert perform 

his own ‘cello concerto. When 
Peter Curzon spoke of Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Scheherazade, he 
spun out his description much as 
Scheherazade spun out her tales 
for 1,001 nights.

Then, the concert began. Frank 
Shin performed as clarinet soloist 
in the first movement of Carl Maria 
von Weber’s Clarinet Concerto, 
No. 2, Opus 74. The opening notes 
showed off the clarinet’s range of 
three octaves. Shin had a good tone 
quality and an excellent technique. 
He hit his high notes with ease. His 
deep notes were rich and full, with 
good intonation throughout.

Benjamin Britten was commis-
sioned to write music for a film to 
introduce children to the instru-
ments of the modern orchestra in 
1945. Britten worked with Pur-
cell’s theme, as Bob Williams had 
explained prior to the concert. For 
this performance, Bob Williams 
became the narrator. He described 
the clarinet having the sweetest of 
sounds and the bassoon having the 
deepest sound. As the music began, 
there were some out-of-tune notes 
when the violins were introduced, 
and at first the ensemble was not 

quite together. The narrator de-
scribed the double basses as the 
“grandfather of the orchestra” with 
their low growly sounds. When it 
came to the highest of sounds, Nan 
Davies on the piccolo and the flutes 
had a delightful passage which led 
into all of the instruments gradu-
ally joining in after every section 
had been introduced.

Curtis Kim, ‘cellist, played next 
in Dvorak’s Concerto for Cello 
and Orchestra, Opus 164. The 
composer began with a long or-
chestral introduction. The cellist’s 
entrance was electrifying. His 
tone quality was beautiful. He 
played with much maturity. His 
technique was amazing. Kim had 
total control in his thumb position 
and his double stops were perfectly 
in tune. A lovely passage with the 
cellist and the first flute playing 
above a low tremolo accompani-
ment was particularly effective. 
Curtis had a very difficult ascend-
ing octave passage with his thumb 
and 3rd finger, but he surmounted 
it with ease. There was great 
strength in his bowing technique. 
The audience went wild after his 
performance. He had an entire 

cheering section with him and 
had at least four curtain calls. One 
moment of levity ensued. So many 
young ladies came up to give him 
bouquets that he could only carry a 
few off with his cello. He returned 
without his instrument to collect 
more bouquets and was given at 
least eight of them!

After intermission, the familiar 
and seductive strains of Schehe-
razade were heard. Kristina An-
derson, the Concertmaster, as the 
voice of Scheherazade, introduced 
the theme. Later the first cellist, 
Nick Dargahi, played a solo. The 
richness of the entire orchestra 
with its lush melodies reached 
out to all the listeners. Once, after 
Kristina brought back the theme, 
the bassoon solo which answered 
her violin, was skillfully played 
by Bruce Shay. This was followed 
by Eva Langfeldt in an oboe solo. 
Christine-Ann Immesoete on the 
French horn had a demanding 
solo which earned her a solo bow 
afterwards. Thus, in turn, every 
orchestral section was featured 
in this work, demonstrating why 
Rimsky-Korsakov is so renowned 
for his orchestration.

Arthur Barnes conducted the 
entire concert with his usual sensi-
tivity and gave precise cues. Over 
the years, he has truly created a 
community orchestra. It looked as 
though the ages in the orchestra 
were from 9 to 90, but I discovered 
the little drummer boy was 10. One 
could not help noticing him. He 
had a perfect sense of rhythm as 
he moved from bass drum to tam-
bourine. The youngest member’s 
name is Peter Lalor, and it is to 
be hoped he’ll play again with the 
orchestra. Now, if there were only 
more nine and ten-year olds in the 
audience.

Arthur Barnes was given three 
curtain calls after the last notes of 
Scheherazade were heard, and the 
house appeared sold out. This con-
cert introduced the audience to two 
youths who possess formidable tal-
ent. It is always inspiring to realize 
that, despite all of the cuts to music 
in the schools, some surmount that 
difficulty and flourish. Circle your 
calendars and come to the next 
concert of the Livermore-Amador 
Symphony on March 27th. It’s 
titled “Enigma, Romance, and 
Scandal.”

An Amazing Triumph for Two Young Soloists
Review
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By Susan Steinberg
Super Bowl Sunday certainly 

didn’t discourage San Jose Opera’s 
loyal fans. Or those from Modesto, 
Fresno, and Carmel, who flock to 
every performance by this superb 
company.

The current production was no 
exception: a “Marriage of Figaro” 
as sparkling as the bright sunny 
day outside, showcasing the fresh 
young cast in a zestful ensemble 
any large opera company would 
envy.

The story follows familiar 
characters from the “Barber of 
Seville," about the complicated 
courtship of Count Almaviva for 
beautiful Rosina, sequestered 
ward of rapacious old Dr. Bartolo, 
who planned to wed her for her 
dowry. He was aided by the slimy 
Don Basilio, but outwitted by the 
Count’s clever servant, the barber 
Figaro. That opera ended happily 
with the lovers wed and the schem-
ers thwarted.

Three years later it’s a very 
different story. Married romance 
has grown stale for Almaviva. 
He now covets his wife’s maid 
Susanna, and plans to conquer her 
before her imminent marriage to 
his servant Figaro. When Figaro 
realizes his master’s wily plans, he 
immediately hatches plans to foil 
the adulterous lecher.

Complicating the plot are the 
adolescent love pangs of the young 
page Cherubino, a mezzo pants 
role played perfectly by petite 
Tori Grayum. All nervous twitches 
and generalized passion for any 
female, she deliciously delivers 
her two famous arias, “Non So 
piu” (“I no longer know who I am 
or what I am doing”) and “Voi che 
sapete” (“You ladies, who know 
what love is").

Two other meddlers are Dr. 
Bartolo, Rosina’s old guardian, 
still furious at Figaro’s successful 
part in liberating the girl, and his 
former maid Marcellina, bent on 
marrying Figaro herself. Having 
borrowed money from the spinster, 
he had rashly pledged to repay her 
or wed her, and now she’s insisting 
on the fulfillment of his contract. 
Bartolo, a lawyer, is only too happy 
to help.

Bartolo, sung by full-voiced 
Silas Elash, cut a properly pomp-
ous figure as he fulminated against 
“that scoundrel Figaro," in a rapid 
bombastic patter enhanced by 
outrageous buffo acting.

Marcellina had a wonderfully 
comic turn exchanging thinly-
veiled insults with Susanna, Figa-
ro’s attractive young bride, with 

Super Bowl Sunday Didn’t Deter Opera Lovers

Heather McFadden making the 
most of every catty phrase and 
snub.

Jenny Litster, a winning delight 
as Susanna, has added whole layers 
of excellence since her earlier ap-
pearance with Livermore’s Valley 
Opera, using every seductive trick 
to hoodwink the Count or flummox 
her fiancé. Litster’s acting range 
from loving to spiteful was superb, 
and she owned the stage in her last 
act solo aria. Brava!

Figaro, strongly sung by Isaiah 
Musik-Ayala, showed the men-
acing potential of independent-
minded servants from his opening 
aria “Se vuol ballare” (“If the count 
wants to dance, I’ll play the music 
and make him caper to my tune!”). 
His final aria “Aprite un po’ gli oc-
chi…”, (“Men, open your eyes to 
women’s true evil nature!”), sung 
downstage directly to the audience, 
was a show-stopper. Bravo!

Cleverly set up by Figaro, Su-
sanna, and the neglected Rosina, 
the Count is finally brought to 
public shame. Despite his lordly 
power, he is tricked out of a ren-
dezvous with Susanna, and humili-
ated into apologizing to his wife in 

front of the entire household. No 
wonder Napoleon called this story 
the first salvo of the Revolution!

Daniel Cilli is a magnificent 
exponent of this difficult role, 
ranging from practiced Don Juan 
to outraged husband, seductive to 
spiteful, but still magnificently ma-
cho and, finally, meltingly contrite. 
Using his rich voice Cilli mastered 
the stage, even in multi-voiced 
ensembles, and blistered the air 
delivering his “Revenge” aria.

His Countess, the lovely Re-
becca Schuessler, was a movingly 
sympathetic Rosina, still hopeless-
ly loving her philandering husband 
and longing to regain his love, as 
she lamented in “Porgi Amor," 
her beautiful opening aria. Nos-
talgically reading through old love 
letters, she sang the heartbreaking 
“Dove sono” (“Where are those 
loving days of old?”), moving the 
audience to tears.

The orchestra did full justice to 
the rich score. Veteran company 
maestro David Rohrbaugh led 
the jaunty overture, unflagging 
in tempo, and featuring crisp in-
cisive string entries, and kept the 
ensemble moving along smartly to 

the triumphant finale. 
Several outstanding actor/sing-

ers skillfully filled small roles: 
Bill Welch as the scheming Don 
Basilio, Christine Suits as bubbly 
Barberina, Stephen Boisvert as 
the tippling gardener Antonio and, 
Livermore Opera’s comic favorite 
Michael Mendelson as the bum-
bling notary Don Curzio.

Larry Hancock designed the 
versatile set as an elegant country 
manor, complete with romantic 
garden and fountain. Director Pe-
ter Kozma created a marvelously 
mobile staging, with characters 
intertwining physically as well 
as musically. The cast’s ability to 
negotiate those complex directions 
while combining their voices in 

intricate ensembles is a tribute 
to the benefits of a true repertory 
company, its coaches, and ulti-
mately General Director Madame 
Irene Dalis.

Only one week of this musi-
cal masterpiece remains: Friday, 
February 19 at 8 PM, and Sunday 
February 21 at 3 PM. The venue is 
the gorgeously restored California 
theater, 345 South First Street, 
between San Carlos and San Sal-
vador Streets in downtown San 
Jose. For tickets call the box office 
at 408-437-4450 or go online to 
www.operasj.org. Be sure to arrive 
11/2 hours early to enjoy the witty, 
informative lecture by General 
Manager Larry Hancock.

Pictured are Giovanna Hutchison as Barbarina, Daniel Cilli as 
Count Almaviva, and Rebecca Schuessler as the Countess.
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ART EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in Carnegie Park, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

Lily Xu, artist's work will be on display at 
Swirl on the Square, 21 South Livermore 
Ave., Livermore, Jan. 2 through Feb. 28, 
2010. There is no admission charge. For 
information call 925-980-1005.

East Bay Area Figurative Exhibition, on 
view through February 27 at the newly 
opened Ryan Fine Arts Gallery in Liver-
more. Ryan Fine Art is located downtown 
Livermore at 171 So. J Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550. For more information visit 
www.lindaryanfineart.com.

Seward Johnson Sculptures Coming to 
Downtown Pleasanton, April 1, interac-
tive exhibit by sculptor J. Seward John-
son placed on sidewalk locations. The 
eleven life-size, three-dimensional bronze 
sculptures depict the everyday activities 
of people who may be found anywhere, 
from a man reading a newspaper on a park 
bench and an elderly woman carrying a 
bag of groceries to a child welcoming a 
soldier home from duty. The exhibit will 
remain in place through June 30, 2010. 
More information about the J. Seward 
Johnson exhibit is available by contacting 
Pleasanton Fine Arts Coordinator Julie 
Finegan at jfinegan@ci.pleasanton.ca.us 
or (925) 931-5355.

Livermore Art Association Spring Show, 
March 27 and 28, The Barn, 3131 Pacific 
Ave., Livermore. Reception is Saturday, 
March 27, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 pm. No ad-
mission charge. Information Angela Johal, 
925-371-7777 or angelajohaldesigns@
yahoo.com, or Bill Hackett, 925-606-0812 
or cheshirkat@mac.com. 

MEETINGS
Middle School Poetry Society, Students 

from Harvest Park, Hart and Pleasanton 
middle schools are invited to participate 
in Middle School Poetry Society. Poet 
Martha Meltzer will lead a series of six 
Wednesday workshops which will be held 
at Harvest Park Middle School in room 
D-33 on March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and April 
14. On April 21, the students will share 
their work at a poetry reading. Please 
contact Lynn Gatehouse at lgatehouse@
pleasanton.k12.ca.us to register.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Port and Chocolate weekends throughout 

February, 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Tamás 
Estates, sample 2008 Barbera Port with a 
Black and White Chocolate Truffle. Com-
plimentary for Salute Club Members; All 
other guests $5. Call us at 925-456-2380 
or e-mail tastingroom@tamasestates.
com for more information or questions. 
5489 Tesla Road, Livermore. www.
tamasestates.com 

Eagle Ridge Vineyard, February finds 
Eagle Ridge Vineyard doing several 
things. Most importantly, ERV is contrib-
uting to Haitian relief by donating $1.00 
for every bottle of wine sold between Jan. 
23 -Feb.28 as well as collecting monetary 
donations for The American Red Cross. 
Sunday Feb. 21 will be the second in 
the series of "Julia Meets Eagle Ridge 
Vineyard." Each month, the winery pairs 
a Julia Child recipe using an Eagle Ridge 
wine. February features her Cream Puffs 
in a Creme Anglaise with Pinot Grigio. 
Eagle Ridge Vineyard, 10017 Tesla Rd. 
open weekends 12:00 - 4:30. 10017 
Tesla Rd., Livermore. 447-4328 or www.

eagleridgevineyard.com. 
Biscotti and Wine Pairing, Tamás Estates, 

Feb. 20, 6 to 8 p.m. Salute Club mem-
bers $20, guests $25. Reservations are 
required. Space is limited. Book reserva-
tions on-line www.tamasestates.com or 
by calling 925-456-2380. Tamás Estates, 
5489 Tesla Road, Livermore.

Murrieta's Well taste wine served in Riedel 
glassware on Sat., Feb. 20, noon in the 
historic barrel room. Sample estate blends 
while learning how Riedel glasses bring 
out the very best from each varietal of 
wine. Price includes a set of 4 Vinum 
glasses as well as sampling wine, light 
appetizers after the event, and special wine 
pricing. Glass set has a retail value of $116. 
Silver Spur members $45, guests $55. For 
more information call: 925.456.2395 or 
by email at tastingroom@murrietaswell.
com.

Livermore Valley's Barrel Tasting Week-
end, March 20 and 21, noon to 4:30 p.m. 
Chance to pre-purchase wines before 
they have even bottled (aka "futures") 
and experience unique activities offered 
at each of our participating wineries 
throughout the weekend including food 
pairings, bottle your own wines, wine-
maker discussions, music and more! For 
a list of wines being sampled, activities 
by winery, and to purchase tickets visit 
www.LVwine.org Advance Tickets are 
$25 and $35 day of event. Ticket includes: 
a take home glass with the Livermore 
Valley Wine Country Logo, barrel tasting 
at each participating winery for Saturday 
& Sunday, and a Barrel Tasting map. 
Proceeds benefit the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association, a non-profit 
organization that supports the marketing 
and educational programs for wineries 
and growers in the Livermore Valley 
AVA. Participating Wineries: Bent Creek 
Winery, Big White House & John Evan 
Cellars, Cedar Mountain Winery, Charles 
R Vineyards, Chouinard Vineyards, 
Concannon Vineyard, Crooked Vine & 
Stony Ridge Winery, Cuda Ridge Wines, 
Deer Ridge Vineyards, Eagle Ridge 
Vineyards, Eckert Estate Winery, el Sol 
Winery, Fenestra Winery, Garre Vineyard 
& Winery, Les Chenes Estate Vineyards, 
McGrail Vineyards & Winery, Mitchell 
Katz Winery, Murrieta's Well, Nottingham 
Cellars, Page Mill Winery, Retzlaff Estate 
Winery, Tamas Estates, The Steven Kent 
Winery, Wente Vineyards, White Crane 
Winery, Wood Family Vineyards 

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Youth Music Festival, Feb. 18, 7:30 

p.m. A program for teens sponsored by 
City of Pleasanton Civic Arts Presents. 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, 
Pleasanton. Information: www.pleasant-
oncivicarts.org or 925-931-5361.

Pacific Chamber Symphony concert, 
Thurs., Feb. 18, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets at 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

8th Annual Youth Music Festival, Fri., 
Feb. 18, 8 p.m. Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Vocal and 
instrumental soloists and ensembles under 
age 18 welcome to audition Jan. 13 and 
14. Appointments, call Mark Duncanson, 
931-3433.

Santoor! Madan Oak Sat., Feb. 20, 2 
p.m. Pleasanton Library. The santoor is 
a stringed folk instrument, indigenous to 
the Kashmir valley. The santoor is made 
of maple or walnut wood, shaped like a 
trapezoid and has strings of steel. Madan 
Oak is a disciple of the world renowned 
Santoor Maestro Pundit Shivkumar 
Sharma. Free. No registration required. 
For more information, please call Penny 

Johnson, 925/931-3405.
Di Wu, piano, Feb. 20, 8 p.m. Del Valle 

Fine Arts concert. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. 373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

Haiti Benefit Concert, Feb. 21 1:00 to 
6:00 p.m. at La Bodega Cafe & Sunol 
Event Center donated by Stocking Realty, 
Benefiting Save the Children. Features 
three local bands: Of Shape & Sound, 
Top Secret & Georgi & the Rough Week. 
Bunjo's Comedy Club will bring comedy 
acts in between music sets. There will be 
a $10 donation requested at door that is 
for the Music & Comedy. There will be 
food & a no host bar with proceeds going 
to beneficiaries.

Vagabond Opera, Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center Presents. Feb. 
27, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

Not Simply Baroque, Recorder Recital, 
Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m. Judith Linsenberg 
performs on the recorder. Her performance 
will include unaccompanied solo works 
as well as pieces with Katherine Heater 
performing basso continuo on the harpsi-
chord. In the library at Las Positas College, 
3033 Collier Canyon Road, Livermore. 
Part of the Early Music Concert series. 
Cost: $15. For information call 925-424-
1467 or see www.lpcearlymusic.org. 

Dave Mason, rock and roll legend, Feb. 
27, 8 p.m. Pleasanton Civic Arts Presents. 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. Tickets at http://civicartstick-
ets.org or (925) 931-3444.

Round Midnight, 8-piece band plays 
jazz, blues and bossa nova music. Sun., 
Feb. 28, 2 p.m. Pleasanton Library. 
Free. No registration required. For more 
information, please call Penny Johnson, 
925/931-3405.

Beethoven's Wig, March 6, 11 a.m. Pleas-
anton Civic Arts Presents SaturYAY! 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., 
Pleasanton. Tickets at http://civicartstick-
ets.org or (925) 931-3444. 

Battlefield Band, Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center Presents. March 
6, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

Jake Shimabukuro, ukulele, March 17, 
plays jazz, blues, funk, classical, blue-
grass, folk, flamenco, and rock. 7:30 p.m. 
in the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First Street, 
Livermore. Cost: $26 - $46. Information: 
925-373-6800 or www.LivermorePer-
formingArts.org.

Three Generations of Bach, Harpsichord 
and Fortepiano Recital, March 20, Early 
Music Concert series, Yuko Tanaka will 
perform music from three generations of 
the Bach family from the early baroque 
to the high baroque on the harpsichord 
and the early classical period on the 
fortepiano. At 7:30 p.m. in the library at 
Las Positas College, 3033 Collier Canyon 
Road, Livermore. Cost: $15. For infor-
mation call 925-424-1467 or see www.
lpcearlymusic.org.

Los Angeles Guitar Quartet, Fri., March 
26, 8 p.m. Del Valle Fine Arts concert. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Liver-
more. Tickets at 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

Livermore Amador Symphony, concert 
March 27, “Enigma, Romance and 
Scandal,” 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Kristina Anderson, 
violin. Mitchell Sardou Kein, conductor, 
Elgar’s Enigma Variations. Tickets at 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

Jeffrey Siegel, Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center Presents. March 
31. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 

Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org. 

ON THE STAGE
Diablo Theatre Company,  (formerly 

Diablo Light Opera Company), per-
forming Northern California premiere 
of "Curtains," the Broadway musical 
comedy whodunit with songs by John 
Kander and Fred Ebb. 8 p.m. Feb. 12, 13, 
18, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27; 2 p.m. Feb. 20, 21, 
27, 28. Lesher Center for the Arts, 1601 
Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. $29-$42. Tickets 
at 943-7469, www.lesherartscenter.org, or 
www.diablotheatre.org.

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change, 
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre Studio 
Theatre production. Feb. 19, 20, 21, 26, 
27, 28, March 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14. 1048 
Serpentine Lane, Suite 309, Pleasanton. 
Fri. and Sat. 8 p.m. Sun. 2 p.m. Ticket 
information 462-2121 or www.trival-
leyrep.com.

Judy, Judy, Judy, Sun., Feb. 21, 2 p.m. 
A Cabaret Tribute to Judy Garland. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Starring musical theatre and 
opera star Tielle Baker, International 
Pops Symphony Artist Pamela Brooks, 
and Emmy-award featured singer and 
actress ML Parr. 

Ramona Quimby, February 27, 28, March 
5, 6, 7. Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m.; March 5 at 7:00 p.m.; 
additional performance at 11:00 a.m. on 
March 6. In Front Row Theater, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon. 
Adults $19, children $15. Information: 
www.ci.san-ramon.ca.us/Parks/theater/
calendar.htm. 

Livermore Talent Competition Finals, 
Feb. 28 at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Rotary Clubs in 
Livermore sponsor competition. Tickets 
available at 373-6800, www.livermore-
performingarts.org.

April Verch, Canadian Fiddler, Step-
dancer and Singer, March 9, Music in a 
fusion of Celtic, jazz, folk, and bluegrass 
styles. Presented by the Pleasanton 
Cultural Arts Council. At 7:00 p.m. in 
the Lynnewood Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. Cost: 
adults $17, seniors $15, youths under age 
12: $10. For information and tickets call 
925-931-1111 or visit www.pleasanton-
arts.org/special_events.html.

Melodrama - Sunol Repertory Theatre, 
"She Was Only Marginally Modest or 
Have You No Shame!" takes place in a 
Colorado Moose Lodge. It is written by 
Vern Harden, and directed by Sue Mar-
shall. Tickets are on sale at Little Valley 
Winery Tasting Room at 739 Main St. 
in Downtown Pleasanton every Thurs.-
Sun. 12-5pm. For more information go 
to www.sunol.net/srt. Performance dates 
are March 6,12,13,19,20,26 & 27 at the 
Sunol Glen School Theatre, 11601 Main 
St., Sunol. Admission is $15 for reserved 
seating.

Champions for the Arts: A Celebration 
of Our Regional Arts Heroes, Thurs., 
March 4, 7 to 9 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Showcasing 
music and performing and visual arts by 
students from Livermore, Pleasanton, 
Sunol and Fremont. Event is free and 
open to the public. Special guest will 
be Supervisor Scott Haggerty. For more 
information, go to www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org. 

One Act Plays, presented by Las Positas 
College, March 10 at 12:30 p.m. and 
March 12 at 8 p.m. Campus theater, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Free admis-
sion. 424-1119.

The Curious Savage, presented by Asbury 
Players, Sat., March 13, Sun., March 14, 

Friday, March 19 and Sat., March 20. 
Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Ave., Livermore. Curtain time is 8 
p.m. on Friday and Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tickets are $10 general admis-
sion, $8 for seniors and children under 12. 
For additional information or to reserve 
tickets, please call 455-1048.

Die Fledermaus, Livermore Valley Opera, 
March 13, 14, 19, 20, 21. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets at 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

Seussical, the Musical, Amador Valley and 
Foothill High Schools, March 18-20 and 
25-27, Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Rd., Pleasanton. Adults $12, student (18 
and under) $10. Tickets at http://civicart-
stickets.org or (925) 931-3444. 

Friday Night Open Mic for Teens, March 
19. Performers sign up between 6 and 
7 p.m. Rules and forms available on 
ptown411.com. Veterans Hall, 301 Main 
St., Pleasanton. $8 in advance and $10 at 
the door; student tickets with valid ID $5 
in advance and at the door. 

Cabaret, straight from New York, Fri., 
March 19, 8 p.m. Dougherty Valley 
Performing Arts Center. www.sanramon-
performingarts.com or 973-ARTS.

DANCE
Le Tableau Magnifique, premier Bal-

let Company with Livermore School 
of Dance, will present its second an-
nual showcase, "Reveries and Remem-
brances", on Saturday, March 27, 2010. 
The performance includes a full-length 
production of the hauntingly beautiful 
Giselle, excerpts from The Firebird, a 
montage of contemporary ballet set to 
some of the late Michael Jackson's most 
innovative music and Phantom of the 
Opera "Masquerade Ball." Performances 
will be at 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at The 
Livermore High Performing Arts Theater 
at 600 Maple Street. Tickets are $8 for 
adults and seniors and $6 for children age 
17 and under. For more information or 
tickets please contact Livermore School 
of Dance at (925) 245-9322 or by e-mail 
at LTMballet@gmail.com.

AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Open Auditions: Cantabella Children’s 

Chorus open auditions for principal 
roles in The Piper of Hamelin by com-
poser John Rutter. The opera performance 
workshop will be held in Livermore July 
6-July 23, Monday-Friday, 9:30 am-2:30 
pm, with dress rehearsals July 22 and 
23, and performances at the Amador 
Theater, Pleasanton, July 24 at 3:00 and 
7:30 pm, and at 2:00 pm July 25. This is 
a fully staged quality opera with sets and 
costumes directed by Bethanie Baeyen, 
and produced and conducted by Artistic 
Director and Founder of Cantabella, Bee 
Chow. Singers/actors in grades 4-12, male 
and female, treble or changed voices are 
warmly invited to download the opera 
audition application posted on www.
cantabella.org and mail it to the address 
provided on the form. Auditions will be 
held on Sunday, February 28, 2:30-5:30 
in Livermore.

MOVIES
The Red Pony, March 4, A classic film 

series hosted by Candace Klaschus, 
Las Positas College. At 7:00 p.m. in the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Free. Information: 
931-3405.

Book Into Film, "Wonder Boys," Feb. 21, 
A film based on the book by Michael 
Chabon. Read the book. View the movie 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Pleasanton Public 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleas-
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anton. Followed by a comparison of the 
movie with the book. Free. Information: 
925-931-3405.

The Wonder Boys, part of book into film 
series, Sun., Feb. 21, 2 p.m. Pleasanton 
Library. Pick up a copy of the book at the 
library, read it – then watch the film at the 
library. There will also be a discussion. 
The second film and book of the series is 
“The Wonder Boys” by Michael Chabon. 
For more information, please call Penny 
Johnson, 925/931-3405.

CHORAL
Never Setting Light: a day of sacred 

song in the Russian choral tradition, 
presented by St. Innocent Orthodox 
Church Concert Choir, ancient lyrics are 
set to the music of Russian and American 
choral masters from the 18th century to 
the present, including pieces by 5 northern 
California composers. Pre-concert lecture 
begins 45 minutes prior to concert time. 
Sat., Feb. 20, 7 p.m. Mission San Jose, 
43300 Mission Blvd., Fremont. Sat., Feb. 
27, 7 p.m. Greek Orthodox Cathedral of 
the Ascension, 4700 Lincoln Ave., Oak-
land. Sun., Feb. 28, 4 p.m. Asbury Meth-
odist Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore. 
Admission is $20 in advance and $25 at 
the door; students $12.50/$15, any music 
students in a group of ten or more $10 per 
ticket. Tickets available on http://www.
brownpapertickets.com/producer/18475. 
For additional information or to inquire 
about purchasing tickets directly from the 
choir, please email choir@stinnocent.net 
or call 510-708-3938.

Valley Concert Chorale, performs 
Mozart’s Requiem, March 7, 3 p.m. The 
Las Positas Chamber Choir and San 
Francisco Concert Chorale will join the 
chorus. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 373-6800, www.livermore-
performingarts.org.

Cantabella Children’s Chorus, performs 
Sun., March 28, 4 p.m. Amador Theater, 
1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Pleas-
anton Cultural Arts Council fund-raising 
event. Tickets at www.civicartstickets.
org.

OPERA
Live Theater-Casts from the Met: 10 a.m. 

Saturdays at Dublin's Royal Hacienda 
Cinema. March 29, Hamlet; and May 
1, Armida. Replays of each opera will 
be shown on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
as follows: Jan. 6, Hoffman; Jan. 27, 
Rosenkavalier; Feb. 3, Carmen; Feb. 24, 
Simon Boccanegra; April 14, Hamlet; and 
May 19, Armida.

MISCELLANEOUS
Murder in Morocco, Interactive Mystery 

Dinner Theatre in The Farmer Restau-
rant at the historic Pleasanton Hotel. 
Friday evening, March 26. 1940’s attire 
welcome! Solve the crime, and you may 
win a prize. 4-course Moroccan gourmet 
meal and farcical mystery play, all for 
$69 per Sleuth, tax & gratuity included. 
Seating begins at 7:15 p.m. The Farmer 
Restaurant, at the Pleasanton Hotel, 855 
Main Street, downtown Pleasanton. Res-
ervations required at (925) 399-6690, ext. 
17. www.PleasantonHotel.com 

Mad Science - CSI, Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center Presents. March 
5, 7 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org

Science on Saturdays, Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory presenta-
tion, lecture series for middle and high 
school students. Feb. 20, 9:30 and 11:15 
a.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Free admission. Topic: Un-
derstanding climate change: Seeing the 

carbon through the trees. Tickets may 
be reserved in advance at the Bankhead 
Theater ticket office.

Livermore Valley Coin Club 47th annual 
coin show and sale Sunday March 14, 
from 10 am to 5 pm. at the Elks Lodge, 940 
Larkspur Drive Springtown in Livermore. 
Dealers offering appraisals and opportu-
nity to purchase coins. Admission is free. 
Wooden “nickels” commemorating the 
event will be given away while supplies 
last. Raffle will feature a U.S. $10 gold 
coin for the grand prize and 14 additional 
runner-up gold and silver coins. Tickets 
for the raffle are $1.00 each or 6/$5.00, 
available at the show. An hourly drawing 
will also be held for a U.S. silver dollar. 
Members of the Livermore Valley Coin 
Club will set up numismatic displays, 
information table and will be available 
to discuss the club’s activities. Lunch 
service will be available. For further 
information please call Stephen Kramer 
at (925) 980-9307.

St. Patrick's Day Festival, March 13 and 
14. Two days of Irish events including 
entertainment, games, food, and arts and 
crafts. 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Dublin 
Civic Center, 100 Civic Plaza, Dublin. 
Information: www.dublinstpats.com.

Carey Perloff, from Archaeology to Ar-
tistic Director: A career in the American 
Theater, Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center Presents. March 18, 7:30 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org.

History of the Alameda County Fair-
grounds, Thursday, March 18, Rick 
Pickering, Director of the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds, discusses the rich 
history of the site. Museum on Main Ed 
Kinney Lecture series. 7 p.m. at Lyn-
newood United Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Ave., Pleasanton. Tickets are $5 
members and seniors, $10 non-members, 
$3 students and teachers with ID. Reser-
vations are suggested. Tickets may be 
purchased at the door. Call the Museum 
on Main at 462-2766.

Haiku Workshop with Jerry Ball, Tues-
day, March 23, 7:30-9:30 pm. Century 
House, 2401 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
Cost $5; students free. www.ci.pleasanton.
ca.us/community/arts.

Goodguys 27th All-American Get-To-
gether, March 28-29. Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. Presented by 
Goodguys Rod & Custom Association. 8 
to 5 Sat., 8 to 4 Sun. Over 3,000 Ameri-
can-Made & Powered hot rods, customs, 
classics, muscle cars and trick trucks. 
Vendor/exhibitor booths or take a trip to 
the Swap Meet for automotive related 
parts and Cars 4 Sale. There's fun for the 
whole family with a Model Car Show, 
free model make and take, plus a kids 
play area. Adults $15; youth ages 6-12 
$6; children 6 and under free. Parking: $8. 
www.allamericangettogether.com 

Science and Engineering Fair, March 30, 
April 2, 2010. Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center, 4444 East Avenue, Livermore. 
Information https://tvsef.llnl.gov/

COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
The Fly Fishing Show, Feb. 27-March 

1, Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleas-
anton. Destination Theater, Casting 
demonstrations, tying demonstrations, 
authors booths, talks, and tyers aisle. 10 
to 5:30 p.m. Fri., 9 to 5:30 Sat., 9 to 4:30 
Sun. Adults $15; Children under 12 - $2; 
Parking: $8. www.flyfishingshow.com.

Gem Fair, March 12-14, Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, Pleasanton, 12 to 7 Fri., 10 
to 6 Sat., 10 to 5 Sun. Quality jewelry & 
beads at manufacturer’s prices. Classes 
and demonstrations for your jewelry 

making needs. Adult weekend pass $5, 
child under 12 free Parking: $8. www.
gemfaire.com.

Country Folk Art Craft Show, March 
13-15, Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
Pleasanton. Features artisans from across 
the country, offering their handmade 
items and unique, hand-selected gift 
items for sale. 5 to 9 Fri., 10 to 5 Sat., 
10 to 4 Sun. $7 adults; $2 children 5-10; 
children under 5 free Parking: $8. www.
countryfolkart.com

LIVERMORE READS
Feb. 18, 7 p.m. Phil and Carol White are 

authors of the best selling, award-win-
ning book "Live Your Road Trip Dream" 
– the ultimate road trip planning guide 
for extended road trips. The Whites have 
traveled over 50,000 road miles in the past 
several years, visiting all forty-eight of the 
contiguous states and having visited all 
of the national parks in those states. For 
information, call 373-5505. The library is 
located at 1188 So. Livermore Avenue.

Feb. 20, 10:30 a.m., Pre-School Age Puppy 
Costume Parade, Storytime, and Puppy 
Care Tips. In the spirit of P.D. Eastman’s 
classic story "Go, Dog. Go!," pre-school-
ers are invited to dress up as puppies and 
ride their toy cars, bicycles, and scooters 
inside the library on their way to storytime. 
Traffic will be directed through the youth 
services area and into the craft room by 
uniformed members of Livermore’s police 
department. Enjoy a story, songs, and a 
few short clips from the Puppytown DVD, 
which will provide some simple tips on 
caring for a puppy. For information, call 
373-5505. The library is located at 1188 
So. Livermore Avenue.

Feb. 21, 6 p.m. Please submit completed 
Scavenger Hunt forms to the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center Informa-
tion Desk by 6pm Sunday, February 21. 
Winners will be randomly selected from 
correct entries at 2pm Saturday, Febru-
ary 27 at the John Steinbeck Birthday 
Celebration featuring Steinbeck Scholar 
Susan Shillinglaw. Forms available at the 
January 24 Kick Off Event or in the library 
and here beginning January 25. Enter to 
win: The National Parks:America’s Best 
Idea by Ken Burns or DK Eyewitness 
Guide: USA. For information, call 373-
5505. The library is located at 1188 So. 
Livermore Avenue.

Feb. 21, 2 p.m. Is the sun setting on America's 
roadside attractions? Should you weep for 
Route 66, the demise of neon-trimmed 
motels and old tyme lunch counters? 
RoadsideAmerica.com says: "NEVER!" 
Don't let the mourners of historic highway 
"culture" get you down! The US is stuffed-
to-bursting with incredible, ridiculous 
sights. Roadside America co-author and 
web site publisher Doug Kirby provides 
a whirlwind tour, punctuated with photos 
and videos, of today's offbeat tourism 
landscape. Learn how it's easier today to 
find unusual tourist attractions -- and no 
longer become a pariah after mentioning 
them back home. For information, call 
373-5505. The library is located at 1188 
So. Livermore Avenue.

Feb. 23, 7 p.m., In 1999, Bill Roe, author 
of All the Way to Lincoln Way: A Coast 
to Coast Bicycle Odyssey, and his bicycle 
set out from San Francisco on the historic 
Lincoln Highway, the first transcontinen-
tal highway. Two months later, he arrived 
in New York City, having traveled some 
3,000 miles through 13 states. Bill will 
share his trials, tribulations and triumphs 
as he climbs the Sierras, battles the ele-
ments, and encounters locals along the 
way. For information, call 373-5505. The 
library is located at 1188 So. Livermore 
Avenue.

Feb. 25, 6:30 p.m. Take a photo or a 30 
second video of your pet doing a trick or 
just looking adorable. Bring the photo or 
video (.mpg, .wmv, .avi or .mov format) 
to the library on the evening of the event. 
Label the photo or video with your name 
and your pet’s name. Please make sure 
that the video can be viewed on a PC. 
The audience will vote on a favorite 
photo/video and our special guest judge 
will add votes to determine the winner! 
The winner of the contest will receive a 
$50.00 gift certificate from Livermore’s 
Pet Express. Teens may also win a prize 
by reading the book Travels with Charley 
by John Steinbeck and writing and posting 
an original review on TEENSPACE of the 
library’s website. For information, call 
373-5505. The library is located at 1188 
So. Livermore Avenue.

Feb. 27, 2 p.m. Steinbeck’s birthday will be 
honored, along with the 50th anniversary 
of his trip around America with Charley, 
the dog with an outsized personality. Susan 

Shillinglaw, professor of English at San 
Jose State University and Scholar-in-Resi-
dence at the National Steinbeck Center, 
will delve into the reasons and results of 
his “Travels with Charley.” For informa-
tion, call 373-5505. The library is located 
at 1188 So. Livermore Avenue.

Feb. 28, 2 p.m., "Steinbeck Country," 
performed by The Larry Hosford Music 
Quintet featuring Taelen Thomas as John 
Steinbeck, is a Musi-Drama created for a 
Salinas Steinbeck Center birthday party 
in 1994. It grew from the friendship and 
professional alliance of singer/songsmith 
Larry Hosford, and actor/poet Taelen 
Thomas--one that began at an annual 
birthday extravaganza four years earlier 
at Kalisa's, a former John Steinbeck haunt 
on Cannery Row. The show, a mixture of 
scenes taken from Steinbeck''s works and 
music written by Hosford, has grown and 
developed through the ensuing years. For 
information, call 373-5505. The library is 
located at 1188 So. Livermore Avenue.

Livermore Art Association is preparing for the Spring Art Show 
on March 27th and 28th. This is their biggest art event of the year, 
and draws artists from all over the area. All artists entering this 
show must pre-register by the March 1st deadline. The application 
can be downloaded at www.livermoreartassociation.org. Mail the 
form, along with the entry fee, to LAA Spring Art Show, P.O. Box 
216, Livermore, CA 94551. All artists are encouraged to enter this 
show. It is not juried, nor limited to LAA members. In the photo, 
volunteers set up for last year’s Spring Art Show.

 

The City of Livermore Com-
mission for the Arts is offering a 
total of 9 awards of $200 each to 
graduating seniors from the fol-
lowing high schools in Livermore: 
Livermore High School, Granada 
High School, Del Valle/Phoenix 
High School, and Vineyard High 
School. 

Three winners will be chosen 
from each of the following areas: 
Performing Arts, Visual Arts, and 
Literary Arts. 

In addition to the cash awards, 
recipients from Del Valle/Phoenix 
and Vineyard High School will be 
honored at their schools’ gradua-
tion ceremonies, while recipients 

from other schools will be hon-
ored during their school awards 
night. The award recipients will 
also be recognized at the City of 
Livermore’s Council Meeting.

Application packets are avail-
able at the City of Livermore’s 
Economic Development Depart-
ment or on the City of Livermore 
website at www.ci.livermore.
ca.us. 

The deadline for submission 
of the application and official 
transcript is April 15, 2010. For 
more information, please call 
Economic Development Coordina-
tor Catherine Hagebusch at (925) 
960-4477.

Applications Being Accepted for 
Livermore Arts Awards
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The Livermore FFA will cel-
ebrate National FFA Week Feb. 
20-27, 2010. Lead Out Loud is 
the theme. 

The focus of National FFA 
Week is to tell the community 
and the country about the great 
opportunities available through 
FFA. From its beginnings in 1928 
as the Future Farmers of America, 
the National FFA Organization 
today reaches out to all 50 states, 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
FFA is committed to developing 
character and leadership skills, 
as well as preparing members for 
a lifetime of civic leadership and 
career success.

As a part of National FFA 
Week, Livermore FFA members 
are planning the following special 
events:

Saturday February 20 - Baugh-
man’s Western store promotional 
booth

Monday February 22 – School 
spirit cowboy attire/ Hang FFA 
Supporter Signs in Local Busi-
ness 

Tuesday February 23 – Com-
munity Tree Planting

Wednesday February 24 - Bring 
cookies and flowers to a nursing 
home

Thursday February 25 - Solano/
Alameda FFA Sectional Speaking 
Contest

Friday February 26 – School 
Spirit FFA apparel / FFA Pizza 
party

Saturday February 27 - Baugh-
man’s Western store promotional 
booth

FFA members have opportuni-
ties to attend national leadership 
conferences, start their own busi-
nesses, and apply for awards and 
scholarships. Through classroom 
instruction and hands-on learning, 
agricultural education and FFA are 
making a positive difference in the 
lives of students.

FFA members are future en-
gineers, scientists, teachers and 
producers. One of every five 
Americans is employed in the 
food, fiber and natural resources 
industries, and FFA members are 
preparing for one of those 300 
careers in agriculture. 

National FFA Week is spon-
sored by Tractor Supply Company 
and Carhartt as a special project of 
the National FFA Foundation. For 
more information about National 
FFA Week, visit “http://www.ffa.
org/ffaweek” www.ffa.org/ffaweek 
or contact the Livermore FFA. 

Livermore FFA 
Celebrates 

National Week

In Downtown Pleasanton, As 
a precursor to the 9th Annual 
Poetry, Prose & Arts Festival of 
April 17-18, 2010, the Pleasanton 
Art League (PAL) and Pleasanton 
Cultural Arts Council (PCAC) 
will exhibit visual artists’ works in 
downtown Pleasanton. The work 
will be responded to in poetry by 
local competing poets.

Poets may respond to the visual 
art works in a couple of ways: by 
explaining or analyzing what is 

Mbira (finger piano)! Drums! 
Marimba! Experience a bit of Afri-
ca in observation of Black History 
Month as Tawanda muChinyakare 
performs at the Pleasanton Public 
Library on Saturday, February 27 
at 2:00 pm. 

Led by internationally recog-
nized dancer and choreographer 
Julia Chigamba, the Chinyakare 
Ensemble will perform traditional 
dances and music from the Shona 
and other tribal groups of Zim-
babwe.

This program is part of the 
library’s ongoing Dance & Sing 
Around the World children’s se-
ries, celebrating the music and 
dance of the many cultures rep-
resented in Pleasanton and the 
greater Bay Area. 

These free programs are open 
to all ages. No registration is 
required. For more information, 
visit the library website at www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/library/pro-
grams-and-events.html or call the 
Children’s Desk at (925) 931-3400 
ext. 8.

African Dance At 
the Pleasanton 

Library

happening in the work, or by de-
riving a meaning from the visual 
piece and going from there. 

Visual artists were selected by 
invitation. Winning poets, whose 
work will hang with the visual arts 
pieces, will be chosen by a judge. 
Selected works will be displayed 
in Downtown Pleasanton at the 
Museum on Main and at several 
downtown businesses. The entire 
show will be moved to the Senior 
Center on April 14, so that it can be 

combined with the PAL Fine Arts 
Show for the Poetry, Prose, & Arts 
Festival of April 17- 18.

A reception for the artists, both 
visual artists and poets, will be held 
in the Senior Center from 1:00 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 17, 
2010. The reception is also open 
to the general public and to all at-
tendees of the Festival.

For more information go to 
www.pleasantonarts.org/special_
events.html#lva.

Poetry and Art Work Together in Exhibit

The Eighth Annual Youth Food 
Drive will be held, rain or shine, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 6, 2010 in Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Dublin, Sunol, San 
Ramon, Alamo, Danville, Walnut 
Creek, Concord, Moraga, Orinda, 
Lafayette and Pleasant Hill.

Bags with donations should 
be placed where they can be seen 
from the street by 9 a.m.

The donations will go to the 
following food pantries: Tri-Val-
ley Haven, Livermore; Church 
of Christ, Livermore; Interfaith 
Sharing, Tri-Valley; Valley Bible 
Church, Pleasanton; Showers of 
Blessings Ministries, Dublin; St. 
Vincent De Paul Society, Liver-
more and Dublin; and Monument 
Crisis Center, Concord.

Approximately 1200 youth 
volunteers from Girl Scout troops, 
4-H Clubs, and youth ministry 
groups will distribute bags to over 
32,000 homes to collect nonperish-
able items. The Youth Food Drive 
Program is run by the Youth Ser-
vice Council, a team of high school 
volunteers from throughout the 
Tri-Valley and Contra Costa.

The volunteers will be collect-
ing nonperishable items that in-
clude but are not limited to, canned 
food, dry food in boxes, items in 
glass containers, rice, nuts, beans, 
flour, soup mixes, sugar, peanut 
butter, dried fruit, pasta, drink 
mixes, coffee and boxed food. The 
food drive cannot accept items that 
require refrigeration.

Bags with information on the 

Hope Hospice is hosting a 
new signature event, a memorial 
Hike for Hope to be held on May 
1, 2010. The event is open to the 
public.

It is a non- competitive hike 
along the trails of the Sunol Re-
gional Wilderness. Start time 
begins anytime between 8:30 a.m. 
and 9:30 a.m. Hikers will partici-
pate in memory or honor of a loved 
one; hikers’ pledges will support 
the services of Hope Hospice to 
provide comfort and compassion 
to patients and their families at the 
end of life.

Pleasanton Hike for Hope 
Chairperson, Dolores Bengtson, 
for whom the Aquatic Park was 
named, will join San Ramon 
and Tri-Valley residents who are 
registered participants. The fee to 
participate is $25 and hikers are 
encouraged to invite their friends 
and co-workers to help sponsor 
their hike with pledges. 

Hikers can choose from the 
(easy) two mile roundtrip Little 
Yosemite trek or combine it with 
the Canyon View Trail for a (mod-
erate) three mile loop. 

Those wishing to explore the 
Sunol Wilderness further will 
find, on the Canyon View Trail, a 
scenic trek through oak savanna 
and grasslands. It’s a single track 
and a moderate climb uphill with 
views of Alameda Creek Valley 

and the highlands of Mission Peak 
Regional Preserve. It may be dif-
ficult for young children.

Because the hike is an oppor-
tunity to remember a loved one, 
each hiker is encouraged to bring 

a photo of the loved one for whom 
they will be hiking to place in a 
lanyard (provided by Hope Hos-
pice) and wear around the neck. 
Along the trail, hikers will receive 
a packet of flower seeds, approved 
by Sunol’s botanist, to scatter as 
they walk or to use in their own 
garden at home.

Other special features are de-
signed to bring moments of reflec-
tion and rejuvenation. Stan Gold-
berg, author of “Lessons for the 
Living” and a hospice volunteer, 
will provide musical interludes 
from a Native American flute at 
a designated spot on the trail de-
signed for reflection and moments 

food drive will be passed out 
during the week before the food 
collection. Your donation may 
also be taken to one of our collec-
tion sites.

• Livermore: 3663 Pacific Ave 
- Tri-Valley Haven (Primary Liver-
more site); St Michael’s Church 
- St Vincent De Paul (for St Mi-
chael’s groups only);

• Pleasanton: - 6100 Paseo 
Santa Cruz (off Valley), Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints; 
Valley Bible Church - 7106 John-
son Drive

• Dublin: 6930 Village Parkway 
- Showers of Blessings

To volunteer or to contact the 
Youth Service Council go to www.
youthservicecouncil.com

Eighth Annual Youth Food Drive Set

of silence. 
Those who cannot participate 

on the day of the event, but would 
like to help raise funds to support 
Hope Hospice, can register as an 
‘In-Spirit Hiker’. Corporations 
and local businesses are invited to 
consider becoming sponsors with 
proceeds to fund Hope Hospice’s 
Grief Support Center helping 
adults, teens, and children who 
are grieving the loss of a loved one 
from death. 

For further information please 
visit the hike’s website at www.
thehikeforhope.com or call Pattie 
DiLauro, Hope Hospice at 925-
829-8770. 

Hope Hospice Hike for Hope Taking Sign Ups

Pleasanton Heritage Associa-
tion (PHA) has selected Ken and 
Linda Bloom as the winners of 
the first Pleasanton Architectural 
Heritage Award for their home 
on Second Street in Pleasanton’s 
historic downtown district .

Built circa 1910, this cottage 
style bungalow was originally 
owned by the Kolln family, who 

First Architectural Heritage Award Announced
also owned Main Street’s iconic 
Kolln Hardware Building. The 
Blooms have owned the house 
for 6 years and in that time have 
lovingly restored it after years of 
deferred maintenance when the 
house was a rental.

PHA gives its Heritage Award 
to homeowners who preserve and 
restore existing heritage homes or 

build new homes that are true to the 
historic character of Pleasanton’s 
downtown district.

The award will be presented 
at the Bloom’s house (119 Neal 
Street, Pleasanton) at 3:00 PM on 
Saturday, February 20. Photogra-
phers are welcome to photograph 
the exterior and select rooms in the 
interior of the house. 
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By Patricia Koning
The Josefa Higuera Livermore 

(JHL) Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) 
honored the winners of its an-
nual essay contests during an event 
held Feb. 6. Shannon Kai, Dana 
Anex, and Amaris Martin won the 
American History essay contest. 
In the Good Citizen essay contest, 
Brennan Mills took first place and 
Zoe Ashcraft took second. 

“This is a wonderful time of 
year to honor our winners and 
their teachers and parents,” said 
Pat Baker, chairman of the Good 
Citizen contest. 

For the American History essay 
contest, students in fifth through 
eighth grades described how they 
felt on May 10, 1869 when the 
golden spike was driven at Prom-
ontory Summit, Utah to celebrate 
the completion of the transconti-
nental railroad. The essays were 
written from the point of view of 

Isabel Perlman, a 12 year old Pleasanton resident, is collecting Soles for Souls. To date she has 
collected and donated 667 pair of new and gently used shoes to the Haiti relief effort through 
Soles4Souls.com. Pictured is Isabel with many of the donated shoes.

a settler planning to use the new 
railroad to travel west, an Irish or 
Chinese worker who helped build 
the line, or a Native American 
whose way of life was greatly af-
fected by the railroad. 

Kai, a fifth grader at Altamont 
Creek Elementary School, drew 
inspiration from her own family’s 
history for her essay, which also 
won the District 4 contest. “My 
dad is Chinese. We think his great-
great-great-grandfather may have 
worked on the railroad,” she said. 

Anex, a seventh grader at East 
Avenue Middle School, also wrote 
from the perspective of a Chinese 
laborer. In her essay, she described 
being one of the “basket boys” 
who were lowered in baskets to 
drill blasting holes in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains and fill them 
with explosives. 

Martin, an eighth grader at East 
Avenue, wrote her essay from 
the perspective of a settler living 

in Promontory Summit, within 
eyesight of the very spot where 
the spike would be driven. Each 
of the winners received a $200 
Series EE Savings Bond and their 
teachers received a $100 check. 
Kai received an additional $50 sav-
ings bond for winning the District 
IV contest and she will move onto 
the next level of competition.

To win the Good Citizen Essay 
Contest, Anex and Martin passed 
through a rigorous process. First, 
faculty at Livermore and Granada 
High Schools selected students 
who met the Good Citizenship 
criteria of being a leader, depend-
able, patriotic, and service-ori-
ented. The four Livermore High 
School students and one Granada 
High School student selected then 
submitted transcripts, letters of 
recommendation, and an essay on 
how they are a good citizen.  

“All of the finalists are so out-

Daughters of the American Revolution Honors Essay Contest Winners
standing I don’t know how they 
have the time to go to school, they 
are so busy,” said Baker. 

The finalists then wrote a 500-
word essay on “Our American 
Heritage and Our Responsibility 
to Preserve It: what is the greatest 
challenge we face in American 
today?”. The finalists did not know 
the essay topic ahead of time and 
had to complete it in two hours 
with no reference materials. 

“I used every second of those 
two hours,” said Mills. “I put the 
last period on the last sentence 
right as my teacher said that time 
was up.” He is an honor roll senior 
at Livermore High School, Eagle 
Scout, Associated Student Body 
president, captain of the water polo 
team, and active in his church.

In his essay, Mills asserted that 
the biggest challenge facing the 
country is not war, natural disas-
ters, or plague, but the absence 
of moral standards. As examples 
of moral decay, he listed vulgar 
language, revealing clothing, con-
sumption of illicit drugs and alco-
hol, pornography, and abortion.

“These actions lead to a soci-
ety filled with filthy, miserable, 
and loathsome people,” he wrote. 
“America would no longer be the 
land of the free. Instead, the United 
States would be the land of those 
who are enslaved by the addictions 
of a faltering world.”

Ashcraft, also an honor roll 
senior at Livermore High School, 
has since tenth grade performed in 
every fall play and spring musical. 
She is an active volunteer with her 
church. In her application essay on 
good citizenship, she wrote about 
her experience helping clean up 
storm-damaged houses in New 
Orleans a few months after Hur-
ricane Katrina. 

In her essay, she identified 
poverty and homelessness as the 
greatest challenges facing the 
United States today. “The burden 
of the homeless rests on America’s 
shoulders,” she wrote. “Americans 
are now trusting in us to help pull 
them out of their suffering and into 
the arms of a friend.”

Mills received a $1,000 cash 
award and Ashcraft received a 
$500 cash award. The presenta-
tion concluded with recognition 
of Nancy Douglas, who has been a 
member of the JHL chapter of the 
DAR for 25 years. 

The essay contests take place 
in the fall. Topics usually are an-
nounced in early September and 
entries are due in November. The 
JHL DAR Chapter also gives out 
a Teacher of the Year Award each 
spring. For more information, 
see the website of the JHL DAR 
Chapter: www.californiadar.org/
chapters/jhlivermore.

Air Force Airman Holli 
R. Stunkel, pictured at 
right, graduated from 
basic military training 
at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, 
Texas .  She  is  the 
daughter of Lisa Stunkel 
Livermore.  Stunkel 
is a 2008 graduate of 
Granada High School.
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Volunteers Needed To Coach Calculus, 
Livermore High School is in need of four 
or more calculus coaches to help advanced 
students work on calculus problems during 
weekly review sessions in March and April in 
order to prepare for the AP Calculus exam on 
May 5th. The students are highly motivated, 
hard working, and committed to mastering 
the subject matter. If you are a mathemati-
cian, physicist, engineer or math aficionado 
interested in volunteering, contact Susan 
Johnston, susanjohnston@livermore.k12.
ca.us, via email. 

The Power of Green and Red Language, 
This communications class will teach parents 
about replacing Red Language pitfalls with 
Green Language alternatives. Green Language 
is communication that is free of words that 
have negative or judgmental references. Red 
Language has words that raise stress and lead 
to negative behavior. Thursday, February 25 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Amador Valley High School 
Library. Register: http://pleasanton.k12.trival-
ley.com/adulted/coursecatalog/.

This Charming Man and Aristide & The 
Endless Revolution will be shown on Sat., 
Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. at the IBEW Hall; 6250 Vil-
lage Parkway, Dublin. “This Charming Man” 
is a 22 minute Danish romantic comedy that 
pokes fun at racism. “Aristide & The Endless 
Revolution” is about the former president of 
Haiti and the Haitians constant struggle for 
independence. The event is open to the public 
and free/$3.00 donations appreciated. Meet & 
greet begins at 6:30, while a short discussion 
follows “Aristide.” Refreshments are served 
and the hall is wheelchair accessible. For more 
info., call 925-462-3459.

Pleasanton VIP Travelers, are offering 
the following trips: Feb. 26, Disney Family 
Museum at the Presidio, San Francisco, Fri., 
Feb. 26, leave Pleasanton at 8:30 a.m. return 5 
p.m. $83 members, $84 nonmembers. San Juan 
Bautista, 135 year old family farm, have lunch, 
shop, March 31, depart 8:30 a.m. return 6 p.m. 
$65 members, $67 nonmembers. Grand Ladies 
of San Francisco, tour of old Victorians, lunch 
included, April 15, leave Pleasanton 8:30 a.m. 
return 5 p.m. $83 members, $84 nonmembers. 
Sign up at the tour desk at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. 

Livermore Library Board, meets Thurs., 
Feb. 25, 7 p.m. at the Civic Center Library, 1188 
So. Livermore Ave. An agenda will be posted at 
the library 72 hours prior to the meeting.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Feb. 20, 40 miles Cinderella 
Training Ride, meet at San Ramon Central 
Park, Bekki Livingstone, sports.groups.yahoo.
com/group/pedlpushers. Sat., Feb. 20, 38 miles 
Feather Pedals Training ride, meet 9 a.m. at 
San Ramon Central Park, Karin Ball, feath-
erpedals@yahoo.com. Sun., Feb. 21, 35-45 
miles celebrating all members who rode 1000 
miles or more in 2009, meet 9 a.m. at Shannon 
Center, Dublin, Dan Carhart, 828-8964. Wed., 
Feb. 24, 38 miles Livermore Airport to Pleas-
anton, meet 10 a.m. Bill Goodwin, 487-0521. 
Anyone planning to go on a ride is asked to 
contact the leader for details on where to meet 
and what to bring.

Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Jose Maria Amador Chapter, Pleasanton, 
volunteer women's organization that promotes 
patriotism, preservation of American history 
and promotion of education. Members and 
prospective members welcome. For more in-
formation and meeting location, contact Susan 
at 699-4147 or susanhsp@comcast.net.

Livermore Business and Professional 
Women, meeting Feb. 24 at Applebee's 
Restaurant in Livermore. February program 
is "Keeping Your Career Afloat in a Sea of 
Change," presented by Patricia Falcey, founder 
of Dynamic Results. Meeting begins at 6 p.m. 
Reservations should be made by calling Madge 
at 449-7185 by Feb. 22. Cost is $20. 

Tri-Valley Vegetarian, free lecture on 
Saturday, February 20 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Guest speaker is Steven Blake. His topic 
is "Healing Medicine." Refreshments will 
be served after the lecture. Participation is 
open to everyone. The event will be held at 
a private residence in Pleasanton. For further 
information and to RSVP, persons can call 925-
989-1811 and/or view www.ThriveHolistic.

com/vegsociety.html
Residents of Mines Road will hear the 

annual update on activity on the road from the 
Alameda County Sheriff and CDF. On hand will 
be officers from the local substation, special 
investigation unit and local CDF representa-
tives. There will be a discussion of marijuana 
seasons and general criminal activity in the 
area. The meeting is Thurs., Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m. 
at the Rao Ranch, 9850 Mines Rd., Livermore. 
Potluck dinner. RSVP to Linda Rao at 371-8801 
or Linda@raoranch.com.

Cowboy Roundup, Livermore High 
School Boosters will host the "Cowboy 
Roundup," an annual fund-raiser benefit sports 
and clubs at the school. Sat., Feb. 27 from 6 to 
11 p.m. at the Robert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. Live and 
silent auctions, door prizes, and raffle prizes. 
There will be a no host cash bar. The menu is 
a choice of a prime rib, chicken or vegetarian 
dinner. Tickets may be purchased through the 
LHS activities office or from any LHS coach. 
For more information, contact Vencent Fowler 
at minusplus13@hotmail.com, or Sabrina 
Laran at notthewitch123@aol.com, or visit 
LHS boosters link at http://livermorehighon-
line.com.boosters/default.aspx.

Meet Other People with Hearing Loss. 
Feb., 18, meeting will be an opportunity for 
members and newcomers to get acquainted 
again. There will not be a formal presentation. 
The meeting will be captioned. Valley Com-
munity Church, at 4455 Del Valle Parkway, 
Pleasanton. The Chapter will gather at 7:00 
PM. The meeting will start at 7:30 PM. The 
meeting is open to the public. Attendance is 
free and refreshments are served. For more 
information email Hiram Van Blarigan at 
hvanblarigan@hotmail.com or phone Richard 
Taylor at 925 846 3647.

Free Diabetes Classes. Six- week series of 
classes offered by the Alameda County Public 
Health Diabetes Program. This series covers 
the basics of diabetes, nutrition, monitoring 
blood sugar, stress management, medications 
and more. The series if taught by a Registered 
Dietitian and Certified Diabetes Educator. Next 
class starts Wednesday March 1, 10 am in 
Livermore. Contact the Alameda Co. Diabetes 
Program at 510-383-5185 for more information 
and to register.

 Exchange student applications, Ex-
change students visited the Pyramids outside 
Mexico City during last year's visit to Mexico. 
The Pleasanton-Tulancingo Sister City organi-
zation is now starting the process of finding and 
approving Pleasanton high school students to 
participate in this summer's program. Students 
from Tulancingo will be hosted here for four 
weeks by the Pleasanton students chosen. Then 
the Pleasanton students will go to Tulancingo 
to spend four weeks hosted by the Mexican 
student's families. Spanish teachers will be 
recommending students, the Spanish Clubs at 
Amador and Foothill will be involved. If any 
family in Pleasanton has a student interested, 
please contact the trip co-ordinator, Rita Galvin 
at 925-249-1885 for information and applica-
tion forms. These must completed and returned 
before the Ice Cream Social meeting on Wed., 
March 3rd. This meeting is mandatory for all 
interested students. More information can be 
obtained by visiting the Student Exchange 
Website: www.ptscaexchange.org.

2nd Annual K9 Cancer Awareness Hike 
for Life will be held Sat., April 3 in Brushy 
Peak Regional Park, north end of Laughlin 
Road, Livermore. The event begins at 9 a.m. 
The walk is led by Bob Coomber. All proceeds 

benefit the American Cancer Society's Relay 
for Life. All dogs are free, $5 suggested dona-
tion per two-legger. Each K9 will receive a 
homemade dog treat at the end of the hike. 
For information, or to register, call 719-1910. 
Let the organizers know how many K9s will 
be taking part.

Livermore Area Blood Drive - Friday, 
February 19, 1-7:00 p.m. at Robert Liver-
more Community Center, 4444 East Avenue, 
Livermore. There is a severe shortage of blood 
in the Bay Area, and only 3% of the eligible 
people give blood. Please help save a life by 
giving blood. The process takes 1-1½ hours, 
and snacks and refreshments are served after 
you donate. You must be 17 years old, and 
have a form of identification with you. To sign 
up, go to www.GiveLife.org, and use RLCC 
as the sponsor code. For more information 
contact Thomas Petty at 925-980-8164 or e-
mail BloodDrive@asburylive.org.

Livermore Military Families support 
group is being formed for families in Liver-
more who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. All family members are welcome to 
attend meetings. Support will be provided by 
sharing and socializing with each other and by 
serving the troops, veterans and other Military 
organization. The first meeting will be held on 
February 18 at 2851 Tahoe Drive in Livermore 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. For more information 
please call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or 
email jenks219@yahoo.com

7th Annual Madres Hispanas open 
house, Feb. 28, 4 p.m. Peet's Coffee, 152 So. 
Livermore Ave., Livermore. Spanish speak-
ing families interested in sharing traditions 
and culture of Mexico with their children 
are invited. Meetings are once a month for 2 
hours. For more information, contact Alicia 
Calonico, acalonico@yahoo.com or call 
960-0654. Or follow the group at twitter.
com/madreshispanas.

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Christensen, 
Arroyo Seco and East Avenue Schools, and 
Exceptional Needs Network and All American 
Sports Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and 
support the kids in Livermore. Call 925-606-
7777 for more information.

Livermore Lions Breakfast Branch 
invites the public to a breakfast meeting Fri-
day, February 19 at 8:00 AM at Emil Villa’s 
Restaurant, 3064 Pacific Avenue, Livermore 
- $10 for breakfast and program – pay at the 
door. Call Lion Gary Potter at 925-443-4144 
for registration.

The Princess Project will be collecting 
new and nearly new formal gowns and acces-
sories as part of its 2010 dress drive between 
February 8-19, 2010. The organization is 
depending on the generosity of women and 
companies throughout the Bay Area to help 
send local girls to prom next spring. Dresses 
and accessories will be collected at the fol-
lowing retail locations between February 8 
– 19 at Stoneridge Mall (One Stoneridge Mall, 
Pleasanton), and Tootsies in Danville (175 E 
Prospect Ave, Danville). For details about drop-
off times, please visit: http://princessproject.
org/donate/dresses-accessories/

Grant Available, The local chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma, an international honor 
society for women educators, is taking applica-
tions for a $500 recruitment grant. The grant is 
available to a woman student pursuing a career 
in education. It is open to a graduate of a high 

school in Livermore, Pleasanton or Dublin; a 
full-time student of upper division or graduate 
standing as of fall 2010; must have a good GPA. 
The deadline to apply is March 20, 2010. To 
receive an application form, send a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope to: Kathy Brooks, 
1581 Oslo Ct., Livermore, CA 94550.

Livermore Lions Lunch Branch invites 
the public to a luncheon meeting Wednesday, 
February 24 from noon to 1:30 PM at The 
Zephyr Grill, 1736 First Street in Livermore 
for a presentation by Victoria Johnson, Director 
– City of Livermore Housing Rehabilitation 
Loan and Grant Program. Johnson will explain 
this lending program, funded entirely by the 
City of Livermore, which allows seniors and 
low income homeowners to fix up their houses, 
with either a forgivable grant or a 30-year 
deferred loan. The program is open to all 
interested individuals and the Lions welcome 
your attendance to hear about this very generous 
program - $15 for lunch and program – pay 
at the door. Call Lion Carol Beddome at 925-
201-6068 for reservation.

Success with Money and Spending 
Class, March 6, 9 am to 12 p.m at Community 
Education Las Positas College in Livermore. 
This class will help couples and individuals 
who want to improve their relationship with 
money. Tax season is a perfect time to take a 
fresh look at your money and spending. This 
class has been designed to be real-world practi-
cal and whether you are a novice or veteran 
of managing a personal budget, you will find 
your time will be well spent. The class will 
be presented by Barbara Hause, MBA, and a 
Certified Financial Counselor. Cost is $49. For 
more information including location specifics; a 
list of suggested items to bring to the class, and 
registration call 925-424-1467 or go to www.
laspositascollege.edu/communityed.

CYO Basketball Crab Feed, Feb. 20, 
5:30 p.m. to midnight, Shrine Event Center, 
170 Lindbergh Dr., Livermore. Dinner choices 
include crab or chicken, pasta, bread and salad. 
$40 per person. Adults only please Information 
or tickets contact Norma Jean Robles, 216-2519 
or njfromindy@yahoo.com.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Table topics discussion in Dublin, Feb. 
23, 1:30 p.m., RSVP by Feb. 20 to Jeanne, 
361-6110. Lunch in Livermore, Feb. 24, 1 p.m., 
RSVP by Feb. 21 to Pat, 447-7680. Happy hour 
in Hayward, Feb. 26, 4 p.m. RSVP by Feb. 24 
to Margaret, 510-782-1819. Birthday brunch 
in Pleasanton, Feb. 28, 11:30 a.m., RSVP by 
Feb. 25 to Marsha, 830-8483.

Bingo Bash, The Italian Catholic Federa-
tion is holding its annual "Bingo Bash," a fund-
raiser to aide the Cooley's Anemia research at 
Children's Hospital-Oakland and our college 
scholarship fund. The event will be held Feb. 
20, 2010 at 7:00 PM at St. Michael's Parish 
Hall, 372 Maple St., Livermore. There will 10 
games of bingo, dancing to the music of DJ Joe 
Buonsante, a raffle and surprise entertainment, 
all for $10.00 per person. Beverages, cookies 
and chips available for purchase. Reservation 
deadline: Feb. 17. Call Rose 846-4227. If 
unable to attend, a donation would be appreci-
ated. Mail donations to Helen Wirtenson, 4071 
Moselle Ct., Pleasanton, CA 94566 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club and Tri-
Valley, great way for new and established resi-
dents to meet new friends, keep in touch with 
old friends, have fun and become acquainted 
with neighbors, merchants, restaurants, profes-
sional services, and Pleasanton and Tri-Valley 
communities. Coffee on first Wednesday of 
each month, or come for lunch on the second 

Wednesday of each month. Information, visit 
the website at www.pleasantonewcomers.com 
or call Sandy B. at 249-1776.

Senior Ball Dinner Dance – Mardi Gras, 
February 19, 5:45 – 9 p.m. Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Pleasanton. Evening 
of dining and dancing to the sounds of live band, 
Smoothsounds. Please preregister by Febru-
ary 12, 2010. $32 Resident/$35 non-resident. 
(925)931-5372 for more information.

Scholarship applications, The applica-
tions for Livermore students for college schol-
arships from the Pedrozzi Foundation are now 
available online at www.pedrozzifoundation.
org. The deadline for finalizing all applications 
will be March 1, 2010 by 5:00 pm. This is also 
the deadline for receipt of all sealed, official 
transcripts. The Pedrozzi Scholarship Founda-
tion is entering the third year of pursuing its 
mission of awarding scholarships to deserving 
graduates of accredited Livermore high schools 
in pursuit of higher education.

Success with Money and Spending, class 
at Las Positas College taught by Barbara Hause, 
MBA. Sat., March 6, 9 a.m. to noon on campus, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. For more 
information about this class and registration go 
to Las Positas College Community Education 
online catalog or call 925-424-1467

RELIGION
Grief Support, Meetings are Feb. 25, 

March 11 and 25 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. 
Meetings are open to all, regardless of religious 
orientation. Please call Mary at 846-5377 with 
questions.

Calvary Chapel, Livermore, presents: 
‘The Truth Project: Know what you believe 
and why." Wednesdays at 7 pm in February, 
March, and April. Located on 545 N L Street, 
Livermore. Call (925)447-4357 or visit calva-
rylivermore.org for more information.

The Whole Megillah at Beth Emek, On 
Saturday evening, February 27, Congregation 
Beth Emek will begin celebration of the Jewish 
holiday of Purim, commemorating the triumph 
of goodness and loyalty over bigotry and evil. 
The celebration traditionally includes abundant 
food and drink and donations to charity. The 
Saturday night programs are for those 21 and 
older. At 5:30 p.m., the whole Megillah (scroll) 
of Esther will be read in Hebrew, admission 
is free. At 7 p.m., Beth Emek's Annual Purim 
Spiel will feature comical entertainment and 
home-made refreshments. This joyous, lively 
event raises funds for local charities which 
have included Hope Hospice, Tri-Valley Haven 
and the Humane Society. Admission is $10 per 
person. It is suggested that people bring their 
own alcoholic beverages for both events. 3400 
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Call 925-931-1055 
for further information.

The Universal Teachings of Sathya Sai 
Baba as seen in Native American Spirituality 
will be the theme of a special public meeting 
presented by the Sathya Sai Baba Organization 
of Northern California and Nevada Regions. 
The event will have inspirational guest speak-
ers and uplifting music. This special gathering 
will be on February 20 (2:00 to 5:30 PM) at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Building – 522 South L 
Street , Livermore. The event is free and all are 
welcome. www.saicenters.org/publicmeeting

Tri-Valley Unity, "Looking for Love in 
all the Right Places" is the sermon topic of 
guest speaker Richard Southern Sunday, Feb. 
21, at the 10 a.m. service. All are welcome. 
Ongoing classes and groups. 2260 Camino 
Ramon, San Ramon. (925) 829-2733; www.
trivalleyunity.com

 
 


