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PET OF THE WEEK
Lovebugs are attracted by affection, and Richie is no 
exception! The four-year-old orange tabby will pester 
you for petting and crawl under the covers to snuggle. 
He has a heart as big as all outdoors and he’s just 
buzzing to meet you! Swarm down to Valley Humane 
Society and take Richie home for only $14 during 
Adults Only, a cat adoption affaire running through 
February 28. For more info visit valleyhumane.org 
or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society/M. Adkins

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Ruben Torres was sworn in as the new chief of the 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department in a  badge-
pinning ceremony held Tuesday at Fire Station 1 in 
Pleasanton.  Torres brings 29 years of fire service 
experience to the position including nine years at his 
most recent post as fire chief and senior command for 
the San Jose Fire Department. In his new job, he will 
oversee a fire department with a staff of 120 sworn and 
non-sworn employees who provide services to the 
residents of Livermore and Pleasanton.
 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

"Loving Livermore Heritage" will be presented on Feb. 21 from noon to 3 p.m. by the Livermore Heritage Guild.  
Meet the first couple of Livermore, Robert and Josepha Livermore (portrayed by Jeff and Loretta Kaskey).  Walking 
tours of the town and Carnegie Library will  take place throughout the afternoon. The History Mobile will be on 
hand for tours. The activities will take place at the Carnegie Library, 2155 Third Street in downtown Livermore. For 
information, go to www.livermorehistory.com/

'American Idol' 
Hopeful 
Encourages 
Students to Stand 
Up to Bullies
By Ron McNicoll

Maddy Hudson, a high 
school senior in Pleasanton, 
is a contestant on American 
Idol, where she has been 
making her way steadily 
forward in Season 14.

Maddy, 17, appeared at 
Pleasanton Middle School 
(PMS) Feb. 13 to entertain 
students during lunch hour. 
Later, she delivered a serious 
message to a select group of 
students to encourage them 
to take an active role in over-
coming bullying.

The singer was speaking 
from her own experience, 

(See IDOL, page 7)

Mayor Jerry Thorne be-
gan his annual state of the 
city talk by declaring that 
2014 was a very good year 
for Pleasanton. It was a year 
of planning, setting the stage 
for further city enhance-
ments in 2015.

The talk was presented at 
a luncheon on Feb. 18 hosted 
by the Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce.

He pointed out that the 
city had received several 
notable accolades from na-
tional publications. 

Money magazine ranked 
Pleasanton number 31 on 
its list of Best Places to 
Live. Among the 50 topics 
they evaluated in choos-
ing the cities for the list 
were public safety, the local 
economy, the housing mar-
ket, healthcare, and schools. 
Money also ranked Pleasan-
ton at number 9 on the list 

Pleasanton 
OKs Plans to 
Boost Student 
Proficiency

At its Feb. 10 meeting, 
Pleasanton Unified School 
District Trustees unani-
mously approved plans to 
achieve academic improve-
ments for all of the district's 
schools.

The plans represented 
work by principals, staff, 
teachers and parents in de-
termining what their schools 
need in order to increase 
academic proficiency. 

Called Single Plans 
for Student Achievement 
(SPSA), they spell out goals 
at each district's school site. 
School site councils will be 
keeping an eye on progress.

There are detailed points 
in the plans concerning 
expectations of increased 
performance, and who will 
have responsibility for car-
rying out elements of the 
plan --- principals, teachers, 
and subject matter special-
ists. 

Many of the actions are 
already being in the works. 
However, the SPSA pro-
vides a way to put every-
thing together for everyone 
to see, as well as make the 
tasks clear to all, and hold 
people accountable. Esti-
mated cost of implementa-
tion of various programs are 
included for each school.

Principals from Vintage 
Hills elementary school, 
Harvest Park middle school 
and Village High School 
were at the board meeting 
Feb. 10 to explain some of 
the details of SPSA.

Vintage Hills principal 
Melissa Theide told the 
board that at her school, 
the focus area will be the 
identification of students 
not yet proficient in math 
and English Language Arts 
(ELA). The school will 
work on staff development 
and effective use of technol-
ogy. Various programs are 
outlined that are designed to 
improve performance.

Cost of eight categories 
to enable the plan totals 
$35,297. The amount in-
cludes staff development, 
lab materials and equip-

Las Positas College 
(LPC) recently received 
news from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, Office 
of Postsecondary Educa-
tion, that their request for 
Designation as a Hispanic 
Serving Institution has been 
approved, making it Title III 
and Title V eligible.

In order to be selected for 
the designation, the school  
is quired to have an enroll-
ment of undergraduate full-
time equivalent students that 
is at least 25 percent His-
panic at the end of the award 
year immediately preceding 
the date of application. 

This designation allows 

California employers 
have created a pipeline to 
train and educate active-
duty service members and 
veterans for careers in ad-
vance manufacturing to fill 
a workforce shortage for a 
burgeoning industry.

Lawrence Livermore and 
Lawrence Berkeley national 
laboratories, NASA Ames 
and NASA Jet Propulsion 

2014 Was A 
Very Good 
Year in 
Pleasanton

(See PLEASANTON, page 5)

LPC to apply for grants 
under any of the Title III 
and Title V federal pro-
grams, including applying 
for grants designated for 
Hispanic Serving Institu-
tions. It also waives fund 
matching requirements for 
some federal grant and edu-
cation programs.

“The news of this des-
ignation was well received 
at LPC. It is recognition of 
the hard work by our faculty 
and staff, and it will allow 
us access to federal grant 
funds that were previously 
unavailable to us,” said Dr. 
Barry Russell, Las Positas 
College President. “Being 

designated a Hispanic Ser-
vice Institution or HSI, is 
a reflection of our student 
population and our service 
area. We are excited about 
the opportunity to apply for 
new funding for programs 
and services to benefit our 
students.”

College academic and 
student services teams will 
begin researching and de-
veloping grant applications 
to compete ifor grants.

For more information 
about this federal designa-
tion and grant opportunities, 
please contact Dr. Ted Kaye 
at (925) 424-1013 or tkaye@
laspositascollege.edu

LPC Designated Hispanic Serving Institution

People affiliated with 
Las Positas College as ac-
tive or retired employees 
criticized the Chabot-Las 
Positas Community College 
Board's recent appointment 
of Will Macedo.

They made it clear at the 
board's meeting Feb. 17, just 
before Macedo was sworn 
in, that they were not ob-
jecting to Macedo himself, 

LPC Employees Criticize 
Board On Trustee Appointment

but to what they called the 
lack of transparency in the 
appointment process.

They also objected to 
the board's failure to choose 
retired LPC and district ad-
ministrator Don Milanese. 
He was with LPC since its 
founding, along with Barba-
ra Mertes, the trustee whose 
seat the board was filling 
with Macedo's appointment.

Academic Senate presi-
dent Tom Orf, who said he 
was  not speaking for the 
Senate, but only himself, 
said that he attended a board 
workshop last year where 
there was  trust and colle-
giality. Now the feeling "is 
broken."

Orf said that administra-
tors "come and go" from 
colleges. Many leave "way 

too soon, causing stability 
problems. Don Milanese has 
stayed around for decades, 
and knows this district well," 
said Orf.

Orf pointed out that with 
accreditation coming up, 
Milanese would have been a 
good choice, because of his 
experience. Also, Milanese 
has a "very strong follow-
ing among the employees at 

both campuses." Failure to 
appoint him shows that the 
board is out of touch with 
the campus.

The executive committee 
of the Faculty Association 
issued a statement Feb. 17 
that said it supports Mila-
nese for the board. "Don has 
worked cooperatively with 
us in negotiations for several 

(See TRUSTEE, page 4)

(See PLANS, page 5)

Downtown revitalization 
topped the list of goals es-
tablished by the Livermore 
City Council for 2015-2017 
at its goal setting meeting 

Downtown Livermore Top Priority for Council
last week. 

Support for BART to 
Livermore was also listed 
as a priority. Other goals in-
cluded encouraging business 

and expanding the city’s 
revenue base to achieve 
long-term financial stability, 
along with enhancing qual-
ity of life. Transportation 

and water were viewed as 
important areas of regional 
focus.

Completing the Down-
town Specific Plan in the 

next 24 months would em-
phasize the development 
of catalyst sites. These in-
clude the Livermore Vil-

(See LIVERMORE, page 10)

Employers Train Service Members 
For Advanced Manufacturing Jobs

Laboratory and other em-
ployers are seeking service 
members for a plethora of 
high-paying advanced man-
ufacturing positions. They 
are collaborating with aca-
demia, government agencies 
and nonprofits to develop an 
educational and technical 
training program that will 
prepare men and women in 
uniform for an industry that 

pays an average of $77,500 
a year.

 The Lab’s goal is to use 
the program to train 2,500 
service members for ad-
vance manufacturing roles 
in the next five years.

Known as The Troops 
to Technology Workforce 
Development Initiative or 
T3WDI, this program helps 

(See TRAINING, page 4)
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Amador Valley High 
School will present its own 
TEDx talks this fall, based 
on the theme of "Embracing 
Obstacles."

The talks will not be open 
to the public, with only to in-
coming freshmen at Amador 
participating.

Amador teacher librarian 
Erik Scherer said that a com-
mittee, which was formed 
to create the TEDx talks 
at Amador, has set dates 
for two audition rounds 
for speakers, April 23 and 
May 28. 

To download a copy 
of the application form to 
be a speaker, go to bit.ly/
TEDxAmadorValleyHigh 
Application/. To apply for 
the speaker auditions, or for 
more information, call 925-
426-4481, or send e-mail 
to tedxamadorvalleyhigh@
gmail.com.

The committee is looking 
for six speakers who have 
faced life challenges, and are 
willing to share them with 
the students. "Sometimes 
people do not think they 
have a story to tell. We'd like 
to encourage people to think 

A Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory physi-
cist, who developed a way to 
rapidly grow large crystals 
used in the Lab’s National 
Ignition Facility laser, will 
be honored next month.

Natalia Zaitseva will be 
inducted into the Alameda 
County Women’s Hall of 
Fame (WHF) during the 
22nd annual awards cer-
emony on Saturday, March 
21. The event, set for the 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
in Oakland, will begin at 
12:30 p.m.

One of 12 Alameda 
County women to be in-
ducted, Zaitseva will be 
recognized for her work 
in science, technology and 
engineering.

While pursuing  her Ph.D. 
at Moscow State University, 
Zaitseva developed a meth-
od for growing extremely 
large crystals faster than had 
ever been achieved before.

Many scientists had been 
skeptical that such a process 
would prove successful. 
However, she succeeded 
in demonstrating that crys-
tals from solution could be 
grown 10-100 times faster 
than by using traditional 
methods.

Zaitseva perfected the 
crystal-growing process 
after arriving at LLNL in 

A novel system devel-
oped by Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
(LLNL) and nine partners 
that enables climate re-
searchers to solve their most 
complex data analysis and 
visualization challenges 
has netted the team a Fed-
eral Laboratory Consortium 
(FLC) award.

The FLC national rec-
ognition award, which will 
be given in the interagency 
partnership category, will 
be presented April 29 dur-
ing the consortium’s three-
day national meeting at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel in 
Denver, Colorado.

Started in 1974, the FLC 
assists the U.S. public and 
private sectors in utilizing 
technologies developed by 
federal government research 
laboratories. It is comprised 
of more than 250 federal 
government labs and re-
search centers.

Since 1985, LLNL has 
garnered 35 national awards 
for technology transfer from 
the FLC.

The partnership that 
brought the novel climate 
data analysis system  – 
known as the Ultrascale 
Visualization Climate Data 
Analysis Tools (UV-CDAT) 
– to life cuts across govern-
ment, academic and pri-
vate sectors. It consists of 
LLNL; Lawrence Berke-
ley, Los Alamos and Oak 
Ridge national laboratories; 
the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration's 
Goddard Space Flight Cen-
ter, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration’s Earth System 
Research Laboratory, New 
York University, the Uni-
versity of Utah, Kitware Inc. 
and Tech-X Corp.

With the UV-CDAT, 

Matthew C. Levy, a Law-
rence Scholar in the Physics 
Division at Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
(LLNL), has been awarded 
the Newton International 
Fellowship by the Royal 
Society of the United King-
dom (UK).

The highly competitive 
fellowship program makes 
40 awards per year across 
all disciplines of the scienc-
es and humanities, provid-
ing the opportunity for the 
best early stage postdoctoral 
researchers from all over 
the world to work at UK 
research institutions for a 
period of two years. Levy is 
the first American physicist 
to become a Newton Fel-
low. He will carry out his 
research at the University 
of Oxford.

“Matthew has been iden-
tified as one of America’s 
brightest theoretical plasma 
physicists to have graduated 
in the past decade. This 
has been recognized by 
the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory in its 
award to him of the Law-
rence Scholarship in 2011,” 
said Peter Norreys, Levy’s 
sponsor and professor of 
Inertial Fusion Science at 
the University of Oxford 
and Plasma Physics group 
leader at the Central Laser 
Facility, Rutherford Apple-
ton Laboratory. “Now the 
UK’s Royal Society, the 
world’s oldest and most 
eminent scientific academy 
in continuous existence, 
also has spotted Matthew’s 
talent and future potential 
by its award of the presti-
gious Newton International 
Fellowship.”

As a Newton Fellow, 
Levy's research will in-
volve devising new ways 

Natalia Zaitseva, a Lawrence Livermore materials scientist, leads a team of researchers 
that has developed the first plastic material capable of efficiently distinguishing 
neutrons from gamma rays, something not thought possible for the past five decades.

1993.  At that time, LLNL 
researchers were seeking 
to produce large crystals of 
high-quality potassium di-
hydrogen phosphate (KDP) 
for Livermore lasers such as 
the National Ignition Facil-
ity (NIF), now the largest 
and most energetic laser in 
the world.

In 1997, Zaitseva’s team 
produced in only 45 days a 
KDP crystal that measured 
54 centimeters across (a 
little more than 21 inches). 
Growing a crystal that size 
using earlier technologies 
would have taken more than 
18 months.

In another one of her 
important breakthroughs, 
Zaitseva and another sci-
entist led a team of LLNL 
researchers that announced 
in 2012 that they had devel-
oped the first plastic mate-
rial capable of efficiently 
distinguishing neutrons from 
gamma rays, something not 
thought possible for the pre-
vious five decades.

This technology is impor-
tant because it could assist in 
detecting nuclear materials 
such as plutonium and ura-
nium that might be used in 
improvised nuclear devices 
by terrorists, and could help 
in detecting neutrons in ma-
jor scientific projects.

With the material’s low 
cost, huge plastic sheets 
could be formed easily into 
dramatically larger surface 
areas than other neutron 
detectors currently used and 
could aid in the protection 
of ports, stadiums and other 
large facilities.

She joins 10 other current 
or past LLNL employees to 
be selected for the Alam-
eda County WHF.  They 
include: Gina Bonanno, a 
former program manager 
for the National Ignition 
Facility; Dona Crawford, 
associate director for Com-
putation; Pam Hullinger, 
agricultural security pro-
gram lead; Hope Ishii, a 
former LLNL physicist now 
at the University of Hawaii; 
Crystal Jaing, a molecular 
biologist; Tammy Jernigan, 
deputy principal associate 
director for Weapons and 
Complex Integration; Claire 
Max, now a professor of as-
tronomy and astrophysics at 
the University of California, 
Santa Cruz;  Lisa Poyneer, 
an electrical engineer; El-
len Raber, associate “S” 
program manager within 
the Global Security princi-
pal directorate; and Dawn 
Shaughnessy, a group leader 
for experimental nuclear and 
radiochemistry.

to harness the immensely 
strong electromagnetic fields 
comprising high power laser 
light to test aspects of the 
nonlinear quantum vacuum 
in the laboratory.

"The laser power lev-
els required to access this 
exotic regime are seven 
orders of magnitude beyond 
what has been demonstrated 
using contemporary laser 
amplification technology," 
Levy said. “Therefore, if 
we are to access this prom-
ising regime, sophisticated 
physics-based techniques 
are needed.”

Levy has been funded 
to develop such techniques 
based on relativistic laser-
plasma interactions, with 
emphasis on methods in-
volving intense coherent 
high harmonic generation. 
According to Levy, “The 
successful implementation 
of this program has the po-
tential to open a new class 
of high power laser applica-
tions.” 

Key tenants of the re-
search program build on 
work carried out at LLNL 
with Lab physicists, added 
Levy. “In order to succeed, 
we will need to develop an 
advanced understanding of 
the complex laser absorp-
tion processes taking place 
at the 10-petawatt scale and 
beyond.”

This research extends the 
petawatt laser absorption 
research Levy conducted 
first as an Institute for La-
ser Science Applications 
(ILSA) summer intern and 
then as a Lawrence Scholar 
under the auspices of LLNL 
physicist Scott Wilks and 
as a graduate student under 
Professor Matthew Baring at 
Rice University.

John Knezovich, LLNL’s 

director of University Rela-
tions and manager of the 
Graduate Scholar Program, 
said, “Our Scholar Pro-
gram is successful when stu-
dents advance their careers 
through research conducted 
at the Laboratory and build 
on collaborations that were 
forged here. We look for-
ward to continued interac-
tions with Matthew as his 
career advances.” 

According to Levy, it 
is key to continue to col-
laborate with physicists at 
LLNL. “An essential goal 
of the Newton Fellows is to 
enhance ties and collabora-
tions between the UK and 
countries around the world,” 
he said. “Working together 
with the laser experts at 
LLNL will be central to car-
rying out this cutting-edge 
research and continuing 
to build the future of our 
field of high energy density 
physics.”

Supporting these efforts, 
Levy will become a visit-
ing scientist at LLNL and 
an affiliated scientist at the 
Stanford Institute for Mate-
rial Energy Sciences, a joint 
institute between Stanford 
University and SLAC Na-
tional Accelerator Labora-
tory.

In addition to the Newton 
Fellowship, Levy has been 
elected a Junior Research 
Fellow of Wolfson College 
in the University of Oxford, 
a position lasting up to six 
years. As a fellow of Wolf-
son, Levy will reside in the 
college, be responsible for 
mentoring Oxford students, 
and have the opportunity to 
participate in the governance 
of the college.

Levy is set to begin these 
positions in January 2015.

the software development 
team has achieved some-
thing that has never before 
been attempted, much less 
completed, at this level of 
software engineering for 
the climate community: the 
integration of more than 70 
disparate scientific software 
packages and libraries for 
large-scale data analysis and 
visualization.

The UV-CDAT tool is the 
first system to be success-
fully designed to run unre-
lated analysis and visualiza-
tion tools and techniques 
while capturing independent 
workflows for enhancing 
reproducibility.

The development of the 
tool was fueled by exponen-
tial increases in the compu-
tational and storage capa-
bilities of high-performance 
computing platforms and the 
evolution of climate simula-
tions toward high numerical 
fidelity, complexity and 
volume. These technologi-
cal advances are coming at a 
time of explosive growth in 
climate data, with estimates 
of tens to hundreds of exa-
bytes of data by 2025.

Much of the work to 
establish partnership was 
handled by LLNL project 
principal investigator Dean 
N. Williams, the head of 
Computation's Analytics 
and Informatics Manage-
ment Systems team.  Leah 
Rogers, a former business 
development executive in 
the Laboratory’s Industrial 
Partnerships Office, assisted 
with portions of the partner-
ship.

This is the third year in 
a row that Williams and 
his teams have garnered an 

FLC award. In 2014, the 
UV-CDAT software work 
received a Far West/Mid-
Continent regional FLC 
award for technology trans-
fer. In 2013, the team won 
an "outstanding partnership" 
regional award for its "Earth 
System Grid Federation."

about experiences that they 
would like to share," said 
Scherer.

During each of the six 
periods in the school day, 
teachers will bring in their 
100 or so students for the 
talk.  All of the talks will be 
filmed. Videos will be avail-
able for viewing and class 
discussions.

Scherer is working with 
freshman teachers, who will 
have their students write 
self-reflections in class be-
fore they hear speakers. 
After watching the speakers, 
they will have conversations 
in their classrooms about 
the talks.

Each talk will last no 
more than 18 minutes. Be-
fore the speaker, a video 

will be shown, a requirement 
set by the TEDx founding 
organization TED Talks. To 
provide a little variety dur-
ing the TEDx periods, there 
will be performers. They can 
offer theater, play an  instru-
ment, show their skills at 
robotics, or other things that 
show mastery over a subject.

Scherer said that the com-
mittee believes that high 
school students are an ideal 
audience for a TEDx event 
because high school is a 
critical period in students’ 
lives. "Students are forced 
to adjust quickly to the daily 
rigors of an academic cur-
riculum while establishing 
social adeptness in a world 
where interpersonal rela-
tionships have become very 

important.
"We believe that holding 

an event that allows students 
to see real, proven examples 
of success through endur-
ing hardship will motivate 
students to overcome their 
individual challenges," said 
Scherer.

Amador has permission 
from TED Talks to hold 
the event. The licensing is 
free. The speakers are not 
paid. TED is an acronym for 
Technical, Entertainment, 
Design, which were the 
three fields embraced at the 
inception of the idea-sharing 
organization. TED Talks 
maintains offices in New 
York City and Vancouver, 
B.C. 
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Newton International Fellowship
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County Women's Hall of Fame
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War Against ISIL
U.S. Representative Eric Swalwell (CA-15), a 

member of the House Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence, issued the following statement after 
the release of the White House proposed Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force (AUMF) against the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL):

“As a Member of the Intelligence Committee, I 
am acutely aware of the threat the extreme terrorist 
organization ISIL poses to our allies and our home-
land. I’ve long said Congress needs to debate a new 
war authority. The authority on which the President 
now relies is out-of-date and should be re-visited by 
Congress.

“I applaud the President for starting this process 
and sending a draft authorization to Congress. As 
this debate begins in earnest, I will be talking with 
my constituents and colleagues about the President’s 
proposal and how we can best protect our nation.”

LARPD Foundation Reports
 The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 

board received the annual report from the LARPD 
Foundation.

In addition, the board voted to move a resolutoin 
to accept Cayetano Park improvements to its Feb. 
25 meeting. A grand opening of the park is slated for 
Saturday, Feb. 28.

Foundation President Anita Thompson listed the 
following highlights: processing low-income schol-
arships, continuing the engraved brick program at 
Robertson Park and updating the Donation Catalog. 
The Foundation assisted in providing scholarships for 
25 water polo players, 36 swimmers, plus scholarships 
for participants in youth flag football, youth ballet 
and Zumba. Other support included contributing six 
apple trees for the orchard at Ravenswood Historic 
Site, supplies for the Senior Services lunch program 
and donations for Senior events.

The presentation featured discussion of ways for 
individuals, families, businesses and organizations to 
donate – through the S.H.A.R.E.S. card used at Lucky 
stores, engraved brick purchases and various contribu-
tions from the Donation Catalog, such as equipment 
for LARPD departments or park benches and picnic 
tables, among many other options. 

 
Open County Budget

Alameda County, as part of a multi-faceted effort 
to encourage public participation and government 
transparency, is launching its new “Open Budget Al-
ameda County” website this week to promote greater 
understanding of how the County finances a broad 
range of programs and services.

The new budget website, available at http://
budget.acgov.org, was created by Alameda County 
in partnership with the Seattle-based cloud software 
company Socrata, which focuses on expanding access 

to government data. 
The site is part of a long-term effort led by County 

Administrator Susan S. Muranishi and Chief Infor-
mation Officer Tim Dupuis to find ways to make the 
County Budget more accessible to County residents. 
Alameda County already encourages community 
participation and transparency in its budget process, 
which includes regular public meetings of the County’s 
Budget Workgroup to  examine openly issues facing the 
County leaders each year as they develop their fiscal 
priorities. The new website complements these efforts 
by breaking down the annual budget in ways that appeal 
to users with a wide range of interests.

The new Open Budget website provides detailed 
information about Alameda County’s $2.79 billion 
budget for FY 2014-15, with charts that break down al-
locations by program area, department and budget unit. 

Robbery Arrest
A male was reported acting suspiciously on Feb. 12 

as he was walking away from several vehicles parked 
behind a business at 3015 Hopyard Road. The witness 
realized that the vehicle that was parked next to hers 
had a smashed window and she immediately called 
the police. Approximately an hour later officers saw a 
subject who matched the description. He tried to hide 
in roadside shrubbery but was detained and found to be 
in possession of some of the property from the vehicle 
that was burglarized. 

The suspect was identified as 41 year old Derrick 
Dewayne Fields from Dublin/Oakland. He has a known 
history of theft related offenses and was booked in jail 
for charges including burglary, possession of stolen 
property, possession of burglary tools, and violation 
of probation.

Anyone with additional information about this inci-
dent is asked to call the Pleasanton Police Department 
at 925-931-5100.

Correction
A story about "Cold Pressed," a movie being filmed 

in Livermore, had several errors. Tom Mueller's book, 
"Extra Virginity" is a non-fiction book. Mueller is not a 
New York Times writer. Mueller told The Independent 
in an e-mail after the story's publication that a parallel 
story about an olive oil bottler mentioned in the Inde-
pendent story did not exist in his book.

Mueller emphasized in his e-mail that neither he, 
nor his book, has had anything to do with the film. 

 
Correction

Last week's article on Allison Macfarlane, the 
former head of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
incorrectly stated that she was the first scientist to hold 
the chairmanship. She was the first geologist; there 
have been several scientists in that position from other 
disciplines.

Valley Schools Head to 
Regional Science Bowl 

Three Valley middle schools will be competing in the 
regional tournament of the National Science Bowl on Feb. 
21 at Las Positas College.

The five-member teams will come from Wells Middle 
School in Dublin, and Hart and Harvest Park middle 
schools in Pleasanton. They will compete against schools 
from Alameda and Contra Costa counties, San Jose and 
Sacramento for the top honor.

The winning team will receive a trip to the finals, with 
all expenses paid, said Dirk Fillpot, pubic information of-
ficer for the Department of Energy (DOE), which sponsors 
the middle school contest.

Another Science Bowl competition for high schools, 
sponsored by Sandia Labs, was held last month, said 
Fillpot. The national winner was Dougherty Valley High 
School in San Ramon.

The middle school contest format is typical of quiz 
programs where people score points by providing correct 
answers to questions. Whoever rings the buzzer first has 
the opportunity to answer a question first. Unlike some 
science competitions, no lab experiments are involved.

If a team answers the first question correctly, it then gets 
a bonus question.The team can huddle among themselves 
for 20 seconds to come up with the right answer.

Catherine Melton, a 7th grade science teacher who is 
coaching the Wells team, was available for comment about 
the upcoming event. When the word went out in October 
to Wells students, about 20 of them signed up. However, 
their interest tapered off. A much smaller nucleus moving 
forward, said Melton. Teams can have no more than five 
members taking part in the competition.

Melton's approach to contest preparation was creating 
a schedule of topics to study. One day she would drill the 
team on chemistry questions, another day the topic would 
be a branch of the life sciences. The DOE sent teams a list 
of sample questions, which Melton used in the second half 
of a practice session.

On their own, Wells students found Science Bowl vid-
eos on-line, and picked up strategies on how the competi-
tion works.  They made sure they knew what to expect, 
said Melton. "Many parents are excited, and are happy we 
have a team," she added.
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Hispanic Service Institution
Las Positas College continues to enrich its 

educational opportunities.
In the past, the school has implemented a 

strong program aimed at helping veterans. There 
are classes aimed at helping high school students 
achieve college level instruction.

Now, LPC has received news that it has been 
designated as a Hispanic Service Institution 
(HSI). That will allow the school to apply for 
federal grants to assist first generation, majority 
low income Hispanic students.

The Department of Education offers large 
grants to institutions defined as HSI. These 
grants enable HSIs to expand and enhance their 
academic offerings, program quality, and insti-
tutional stability. 

College President Barry Russell commented, 
"We are excited about the opportunity to apply 
for new funding for programs and services to 
benefit our students."

Education provides a way to increase job 
skills, making it important that all segments 
of the population have the opportunity to take 
advantage of educational opportunities. We 
applaud Las Positas College and its efforts to 
achieve that goal.

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ion of The Independent. Let-
ter Policy: The Independent 
will not publish anonymous 
letters, nor will it publish 
letters without names. Abu-
sive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter 
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed. 
Letters should be submitted 
by e-mail to editmail@com-
puserve.com.)

Vote for Kremin
Tom O'Neill
Livermore

As the Independent points 
out, all four candidates in the 
March 17 election are Demo-
crats.  Three of them (Bu-
chanan, Bonilla, and Glazer) 
support Governor Brown in 
Brown's effort to continue  
to bring fracking (intense 
underground disturbance to 
release fossil fuel) into Cali-
fornia. Terry Kremin, who 
is not a career politician, but 
a behavioral scientist with a 
PhD from Boston University, 
regards fracking as a terrible 
idea for California.  

We live in earthquake 
country. Fracking slams 
liguids and shale about un-
der tremendous pressure.  
Its proponents tell us "We 
don't have any data proving 
it will do harm in earthquake 
country if done properly." 
Probably one reason Dr. Kr-

emin is against it is because 
he sees it as a gigantic roll 
of the dice.  

The reasons to resist 
fracking don't stop there. 
Fracking is water intensive.  
None of the four candidates 
supports Governor Brown's 
plans to divert our Delta 
water to the Southland. Con-
sistent with his stand on this, 
Kremin opposes Brown's 
intent to divert scarce water 
to fracking. 

Also, experiments in oth-
er states have had totally un-
expected and undesirable ef-
fects on ground water.  O.k., 
its defenders say: "These are 
just coincidences."  Trained 
scientists however know that 
robust co-relations are the 
very stuff of science; while 
one can perhaps dismiss an 
anecdote here or there, some 
dozen or two anecdotes with 
the same storyline begin 
for one trained in scientific 
thinking to look like data. 
Further, our water tables are 
way down and our aquifers 
are being sucked dry.  

Climate change seems in 
California to be manifesting 
itself as drought. Putting 
California agriculture at 
further risk by huge un-
derground experiments so 
that we can release even 
more fossil fuels into the 
atmosphere and quicken 
the pace of climate change 
seems about the worst plan 
we could back. Reject those 
who naively expect to "do 
fracking right," and vote for 

Kremin, the scientist among 
the politicians. 

Off Road Vehicle Park
Diana Mead, California 
Off Road Vehicle Associa-
tion, Contra Costa County

In his February 5th letter, 
Abel Garcia of Pleasanton, 
notes that large portions 
of the Off Highway Motor 
Vehicle Recreation Division 
budget come from fuel tax 
transfers. While his percent-
age is high (this is a shifting 
number) it is misleading 
to suggest that this money 
could have gone to road 
maintenance if it hadn't gone 
to "making land available for 
destruction by OHV users."

As a transplant to Cali-
fornia, I pride my now home 
state on it's "fairness" phi-
losophy. Misleading infor-
mation is not helpful to en-
suring fairness. The printed 
word has power, and this 
power should not be abused 
in a news publication. All 
information should be pre-
sented in order for thinking 
people, to make decisions. 

As I understand it, prior 
to the mid 1970's, there was 
a line item on our tax forms 
allowing for a credit on 
taxes paid on fuel used off 
highway. Farmers, ranchers, 
and off highway recreation 
enthusiasts all qualified for 
this credit. Today, ranch-
ers and farmers, still get 
this credit, or purchase fuel 
without the fuel tax added, 
so called "red diesel". 

There have been several 

changes in the rules since 
then, but in 2007, with the 
passage of SB-742, a cal-
culation of fuel consumed 
off highway, provides the 
amount of fuel tax trans-
ferred to the OHMVR fund. 
This formula was designed 
to capture the fuel tax dol-
lars only from fuel sold for 
vehicles that can be used off 
road. The calculated taxes 
are to be spent on unpaved 
roads and trails that are 
not otherwise eligible for 
maintenance funding. Let's 
also be accurate, many of 
these roads and trails are 
not used by OHV's alone. 
Hikers, campers, mountain 
bikes, equestrians, etc. all 
use these same routes OHV 
dollars help to maintain. As 
an OHV owner, this seems 
"fair" to me. Perhaps some 
of you will be more comfort-
able with this fund when you 
understand what the money 
is used for: Operation of 
SVRA's; Grants for Opera-
tion, Maintenance and Law 
Enforcement (City, County, 
Federal and non profit enti-
ties apply for these grants); 
CHP funding;  Land Acqui-
sition; Loans to the general 
fund (not intended) 

The OHV Division of 
State Parks takes no money 
from the general fund. Zero. 
In fact, since the mid 1980's, 
the trust fund has "loaned" 
the general fund in excess 
of 160 million, (less than 20 
million has been repaid) and 
just over 45 million has been 
"redirected" from the fund to 

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

years, and has helped us edit 
many parts of our Faculty 
Association-District con-
tract," says the statement. 

The statement ends by 
saying that "bypassing" the 
appointment of Milanese 
"evidences disrespect for the 
many,many years of service 
he has given to this district."

LaVaughn Hart, an in-
structor at LPC, talked about 
an "administrative merry-
go-round" on which people 
jump on and then off after 
a short period of time. Ap-
pointing Milanese would 
have lent "stability, institu-
tional memory and continu-
ity, which is lacking at this 
time."

Todd Steffan, co-presi-
dent of the Classified Sen-
ate, speaking for himself, 
said he favored Milanese. 
He noted there is an award 
for academic excellence 
and integrity named after 
him. Milanese worked with 
Mertes. "Both were key in 
the development" of LPC. I 
am disappointed he was not 
selected," said Steffan.

Another speaker said that 
she worked for six years 
with Milanese, and said it 
was difficult to understand 
why the board did not select 
him.

Charlotte Lofft talked 
about the process of the ap-
pointment. Lofft said that 
she attended the appoint-
ment meeting. The votes by 
trustees were private. There 
was no public discussion. 

As explained to The In-
dependent in a story in the 
Feb. 5 issue, board president 
Donald Gelles said that the 
board circled candidates' 

names on ballots, turned 
them in, and then they were 
read before the public. The 
result was four votes for 
Macedo and two votes for 
Milanese. Then there was 
a motion to make the deci-
sion unanimous, which was 
approved. It went into the 
record as a unanimous vote. 

Gelles said that he fa-
vored a written ballot be-
cause it would spare any 
losing candidates embarrass-
ment. The public could find 
out which trustee voted for 
which candidate by looking 
on-line after the meeting 
minutes are posted.

Gelles further told The 
Independent that while no 
one in the audience knew 
who voted for whom, that 
information would be avail-
able within 10 days, when 
the district would be posting 
the information on cam-
puses, as required. 

Lofft said at the board 
meeting on  Feb. 17 that 
waiting for 10 days to make 
a vote public, which an un-
official community college 
league says is permissible, 
does not avoid the percep-
tion of a secret ballot.

As for Gelles's remark 
about not having an oral 
vote to avoid embarrass-
ing losing candidates, Lofft 
said, "Isn't it embarrassing 
to have the results withheld 
for several days, and then 
disclosed through a news-
paper article?"

The board could not re-
spond to any of the remarks, 
because the comments were 
made during the audience 
speakers part of the agenda.

TRUSTEE
(continued from page one)

service members and vets 
develop highly specialized 
skills. It intends to use high-
er education to provide rele-
vant curriculum, companies 
to identify and hire them, 
and government agencies 
and nonprofits to provide ex-
isting resources to help with 
the transition from military 
to civilian workforce.

“T3WDI is an exciting 
program that helps Amer-
ica’s heroes find meaning-
ful careers that build off 
the technical training they 
received in the military. 
It fills a shortage of high-
skilled workers for an in-
dustry that’s critical for 
California and the nation’s 
economy,” said Beth Mc-
Cormick, LLNL Engineer-
ing’s Recruiting and Diver-

sity manager, who is helping 
coordinate efforts to develop 
the program. “Veterans are 
highly motivated and disci-
plined individuals that bring 
tremendous value to many 
employers.”

T3WDI’s concept is 
based on existing programs, 
such as the one created by 
Lawrence Livermore, Al-
ameda County Workforce 
Investment Board (WIB), 
Las Positas College (LPC), 
the nonprofit Growth Sector, 
and a group of California 
community colleges and 
national labs. The consor-
tium developed a core cur-
riculum for service members 
focusing on the needs of 
California employers for 
careers in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math 

(STEM).
During T3WDI, a service 

member would first connect 
with a college and company 
prior to his/her transition 
into the civilian workforce. 
Companies and colleges 
collaborate to identify the 
technical skills gap service 
members need to overcome, 
course work needed to attain 
those skills and potential 
pathways to join a company 
as an intern or apprentice 
while course work is being 
completed. Nonprofits serve 
as a hub to connect service 
members with companies 
and colleges, while gov-
ernment agencies provide 
resources such as Workforce 
Investment Boards and the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill.

Approximately 20,000 
service members transition 
every month from across 
the active, national guard 
and reserve components, 
according to Department 
of Defense statistics. While 
there are many employment 
opportunities in various in-
dustries for them, not many 
jobs offer the high salaries 
of advance manufacturing, 
which includes 3D printing. 
Right now, this industry 
has roughly 90,000 unfilled 
jobs, with a projected growth 
to over 800,000 jobs by 
2020, according to BMNT 
Partners.

“Although Lawrence 
Livermore benefits by de-
veloping service members 
for its technical workforce, 
T3WDI will also help our 
mission of boosting eco-
nomic development,” Mc-
Cormick said.

In addition to California, 
T3WDI programs are being 
developed in Kansas and 
Mississippi. These three 
pilot programs will serve as 
the foundation for dozens 
of programs throughout the 
country seeking to provide 
economically critical and 
lucrative career opportuni-
ties for tens of thousands of 
service members over the 
next decade.

Program participants also 
include: LPC, Ohlone Col-
lege, Palomar College, San 
Francisco State Univer-
sity, Foundation for Cali-
fornia Community Colleges, 
BMNT Partners, Vision-
ary Center for Sustainable 
Communities, Institutes for 
Manufacturing Innovation, 
California National Guard 
Office of the Adjutant Gen-
eral, California National 
Guard Work for Warriors 
Program, Army Reserve 
Career Division, U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Command, 
Growth Sector, WIB, U.S. 
Department of Labor VETS 
Program and California De-
partment of Employer De-
velopment (EDD).

The Livermore City 
Council will be taking up 
the issue of medical mari-
juana dispensaries at a fu-
ture council meeting.

At the Feb. 9 council ses-
sion, Councilmember Lau-
reen Turner, a nurse, asked 
for information on how the 
city could regulate and con-
trol dispensaries. Speaking 
under matters initiated by 
council, Turner pointed out 
that the last report provided 
by staff presented only rea-
sons why the city shouldn't 
allow dispensaries, not how 
it could.

She cited studies that 
report on the benefits of the 
medical use of marijuana in 
the treatment of such con-
ditionis as post traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), 
epilepsy and cancer. "There 
are thousands of patients in 
Livermore who use medical 
cannabis," she declared.

Turner drew support for 
a limited look from fellow 
councilmembers Steven 
Spedowfski, Bob Woerner 
and Stewart Gary. They 
agreed to ask staff for more 
information that would in-
clude neither comments 
on the medical benefits 
nor the number of users in 
Livermore. The study would 
focus only on the laws gov-
erning dispensaries and how 

The Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) recently selected 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
to join a collaborative re-
search team that proposes to 
build the world’s first neural 
system.

The intent is to develop 
a system that would allow 
users to control prosthetic 
hand movements with their 
thoughts and have natural 
sensations. That means the 
bionic hand would be able 
to perform movements of a 
human hand and experience 
pressure, touch and texture.

The ultimate goal is to 
create a fully implantable 
device that is safe, reliable, 
effective and approved for 
human use.

Known as Hand Proprio-
ception and Touch Interfaces 
(HAPTIX), the program 
seeks to provide wounded 
service members with dex-
terous control over advanced 
prosthetic devices that sub-
stitute for amputated hands. 
The intent is to give patients 
the psychological benefit of 
having natural sensation in 
their prosthetic hands and 
reduction of “phantom limb” 
pain, a sensation some am-
putees can feel despite the 
removal of a limb.

Lawrence Livermore’s 
Neural Tech Group and their 
collaborators (Case Western 
Reserve University and the 
Louis Stokes Cleveland Vet-
eran’s Administration Medi-
cal Center) plan to develop 
neural interface systems that 
measure and decode motor 
signals recorded in periph-
eral nerves and muscles in 
the forearm by using tiny 
electrodes.

“The HAPTIX project 
intends to achieve a phe-
nomenal breakthrough in 
prosthetics never thought 
possible,” LLNL’s project 
leader Sat Pannu said. “Its 

TRAINING
(continued from page one)

Livermore could regulate 
such businesses.

The city currently does 
not allow dispensaries to 
operate.

Mayor John Marchand 
was opposed to dealing 
with the issue until the fed-
eral government developed a 
process to dispense medical 
marijuana in pharmacies. 
Marchand asked, "Why cre-
ate a whole separate distri-
bution system for pharma-
ceuticals?"

He said that he has seen 
reports that the current cli-
entele of dispensaries are 
young men age 25 to 35, 
the party demographic. "I 
recognize people have true 
medical issues. There are 
dispensaries around where 
they can obtain it."

Gary commented that 
there is a judicial process 
underway in Livermore. 
"We need to await its con-
clusion." He asked that the 
report cover the ability of a 
general law city to regulate 
dispensaries. "I am not as 
interested in a debate over 
scientific issues." 

Gary proposed including 
a bibliography as part of 
the report where interested 
persons could go on line to 
found out information pro-
vided by such organizations 
as the League of California 

Cities.
Woener said that he 

agreed with Gary, adding, 
"I do favor gathering infor-
mation. That doesn't mean I 
support the issue."

The city has filed for a 
permanent injunction to shut 
down the Tree of Life medi-
cal marijuana club located 
on Airway Blvd., which 
city officials said had been 
operating illegally since it 
opened last December in 
Livermore. A court decision 
is anticipated in the May to 
June time period.

In its suit, the city alleges 
the pot club constitutes a 
public nuisance in violation 
of city, state and federal law, 
and is subject to civil abate-
ment actions, according to 
the complaint.

Supporters of the Tree 
of Life have been attending 
council meetings asking that 
the city allow it to continue 
operating. They say that 
they have benefited medi-
cally from the use of medi-

cal marijuana and know of 
others who need marijuana 
to help control a variety of 
symptoms and pain.

The state's Compassion-
ate Use Act, approved by 
voters, does not require 
cities to allow dispensaries 
within their jurisdictions.

California 's  medical 
marijuana law states that 
marijuana can be used for 
conditions such as arthritis, 
migraine, "or any other ill-
ness for which marijuana 
provides relief." The state 
requires a doctor’s approval 
and an ID card to be shown 
at the dispensary or enroll-
ment in a patient registry.

There are at least two 
active chemicals in mari-
juana that researchers think 
have medicinal applica-
tions. Those are cannabidiol 
(CBD) — which seems to 
impact the brain without a 
high— and tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC) — which has 
pain relieving (and other) 
properties.

Council Asks for Report on Regulating Dispensaries

DARPA taps Lab to help restore 
sense of touch to amputees

neural system intends to 
recreate a range of functions, 
including a real feeling of 
touch when holding another 
person’s hand.”

LLNL will further devel-
op the advanced prosthetic 
limb systems developed 
under DARPA’s Revolu-
tionizing Prosthetics and 
Reliable Neural-Interface 
Technology (RE-NET) pro-
grams, which have made 
major steps forward in pro-
viding a direct and powerful 
link between user intent and 
prosthesis control.

Sensors would be incor-
porated that provide tactile 
and proprioceptive feedback 
to the patient from their 
hands, delivered through a 
patterned stimulation of sen-
sory pathways in peripheral 
nerves.

Pannu and his team of 
engineers are developing 
wireless electronic packages 
for HAPTIX called smart 
packages. These packages 
would contain electronics 
that record and stimulate 
the peripheral nervous sys-
tem to control movement 
and sensation in a patient’s 
prosthetic hand.

Smart packages would 
be designed to miniaturize 
electronics normally the size 
of a third of a cell phone into 
a package the size of a watch 
battery. The electronics 
would be made of ceramics 
and titanium, biocompatible 
materials that would seal the 
package tightly, preventing 
components from leaking 
into nerves or human tissue 
from entering the package.

The Neural Tech Group 
also is collaborating with 
Medtronic and Ardiem Med-
ical. Some collaborators 
plan to develop the elec-
trode arrays for sensation 
and muscle control, while 
others aim to validate and 
characterize it.
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Congressman Eric Swalwell partnered with students at Junction Avenue K-8 School 
in Livermore to deliver Valentine’s Day cards to veterans at the Livermore VA 
Community Living Center on Sunday, February 15. The Valentine’s Day cards were 
created by the students. The Livermore VA Community Living Center provides care 
for veterans including nursing home care, short-stay post-hospital care, and hospice 
care. Swalwell presents a card and flowers to Tortillas Bailey. He said of the project,  
“Our veterans sacrificed for the freedoms we enjoy today. Valentines for Vets is an 
opportunity to show them we are a nation grateful for their service. The students’ 
homemade cards will hopefully brighten their day and make sure they know their 
bravery will not be forgotten.” School reached out to Swalwell to deliver the cards, 
knowing his interest in veterans.

Del Valle Dog Run 
Trail Has Reopened

The popular Del Valle East Shore trail, also called the 
dog run trail, has reopened after more than two months of 
closure due to a broken water pipe and mud slide.

Trail users should use the trail cautiously, particularly 
in the vicinity of the mud slide where the trail narrows and 
is uneven, reported  park supervisor Shelly Miller.  They 
should “respect boundaries and markers” that have been 
put in to allow trail access by hikers, bikers and horseback 
riders.

Flush toilets at the boat ramp are not operational. There 
is no drinking water along the trail, she said.  Pit toilets are 
available, but group campgrounds on the trail are closed.

At some point, the trail will be closed again for repairs 
to be completed, but there is no schedule for that work yet, 
Miller stated. 

"Giving Them a Reason to Stay: Turning Day Visitors 
Into Overnight Stays" is the theme of a panel discussion to be 
held Fri., Feb. 20 at the Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton.

Visit Tri-Valley will host the event starting at 9:30 a.m. 
The panel will be comprised of David Ackerman, Direc-

tor of Marketing and Business Development at the San Fran-
cisco Premium Outlets in Livermore; Lisa Hasenbalg, Senior 
Director, Arts and Culture strategy for the San Francisco 
Travel Association; and Tracey Wickersham, Director of 
Cultural Tourism at Visit Seattle. Visit Tri-Valley President 
Barbara Steinfeld will moderate the program.

The discussion will focus on building overnight tourism 
and extending visitors stays with an emphasis on hospitality, 
shopping and the arts.

There is no admission charge. For information, call 846-
8910 or email info@visittrivalley.com

The Firehouse is located at 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. 

 

Discussion on the Benefits 
of Tourism Scheduled

of Top Earning Towns, with 
a median family income of 
$144,132.

The city ranked number 
4 on the website 24/7 Wall 
Street’s List of America’s 
50 Best Cities to Live In. In 
late October, the consumer/
finance website Nerdwallet.
com included Pleasanton in 
its Top 20 Best Cities for 
Young Families in Northern 
California.

Thorne added, "Inter-
estingly, according to the 
website datingadvice.com, 
Pleasanton ranked #14 on 
their list of the 15 Best Small 
Cities for Singles. So, not 
only do we appeal to young 
families, we offer opportu-
nities for single people to 
find Mr. or Ms. Pleasant-
(on) at First Wednesday, the 
farmers' market, or Friday 
Concerts in the Park."

In January, Apartmentlist.
com ranked Pleasanton as 
the #2 best city in Califor-
nia to raise kids and 27th 
nationally. 

Thorne said that of areas 
that led to the high rank-
ings, public safety topped 
the list. "We are aware that 
we have a police force and 
fire department that are dedi-
cated to the well-being and 
safety of our community. We 
were also recognized for our 
schools."

In 2014, Thorne stated 
that the city made great 
progress on one of its larg-
est projects, advancing the 
Draft Housing Element of 
the General Plan towards 
State certification, which 
happened this month.

 He talked about the need 
for an adequate housing sup-
ply where young people will 
be able to live. "I’m talking 
about real people, like Julie 
Foley who teaches English 
and is the Yearbook Advisor 
at Amador Valley High, her 
own alma mater. She lives 
here with her husband Tim, 
4-year-old son and 2-year-
old twin boys. Then there is 
Cole Payne, who graduated 
from Chico last year and 
works at WorkDay now." 

He noted these people 
have an emotional attach-
ment to Pleasanton; they 
grew up here and love our 

traditions. They want to 
return here, many of them 
bringing spouses and young 
families to enjoy the tradi-
tions that they grew up with.

To meet the challenge, 
Thorne stated, Pleasanton 
rezoned nine sites for multi-
family housing. Many of 
these sites are currently in 
progress, including the Es-
sex Property Trust, formerly 
BRE Properties, on Owens 
Drive. "A diverse commu-
nity is a thriving community. 
Creating housing to wel-
come the next generation of 
Pleasantonians is an exciting 
opportunity for our city," he 
declared.

He talked about the future 
of East Pleasanton, stating, 
"The overwhelming con-
sensus is that it is prudent 
to move forward with this 
process to ensure that future 
development on the East 
Side reflects our communi-
ty’s values about growth and 
open space preservation." 

He added, that plans un-
der consideration for the 
Eastside do not include the 
highest density alternative. 
One option would preserve 
most of the area as parkland. 
The EIR will be completed 
in 2015. 

Thorne stated that the 
economy in Pleasanton is 
very robust. "The unemploy-
ment rate of 2.8 percent is 
the envy of many other parts 
of the State and Nation right 
now. Pleasanton’s commer-
cial office market vacancy 
rate was 14.2 percent at the 
end of 2014. That compares 
to 15.4 percent two years 
ago, so we’re heading in the 
right direction."

Highlights for the year 
include:

A 92,000 square foot 
building at 5860 Owens 
Drive will be converted to 
an outpatient medical facil-
ity for the partnership of 
San Ramon Regional Medi-
cal Center and John Muir 
Health.

ValleyCare Health Sys-
tem approved a merger with 
Stanford Health Care. 

Pleasanton has been rec-
ognized as an emerging 
destination for biotech firms 

with more affordable rents 
than South San Francisco, 
while still providing access 
to the rest of the Bay Area. 

Although acancies re-
main in the downtown, they 
are now just above 3%, 
down from 6% in 2013. 

Residential home values 
continued to climb again 
last year in the Bay Area. 
According to Bay East As-
sociation of Realtors, the 
median sale price for a single 
family Pleasanton home in 
2014 was $917,500. That’s 
up from $900,000 in 2013.

In the public safety area, 
the target emergency re-
sponse time is 4 minutes; 
currently, the average re-
sponse time is three minutes 
and 30 seconds (3:30). 

2014 was a busy year, and 
a dry one. The city adopted a 
Recycled Water Master Plan 
that includes agreements 
with DSRSD and the City 
of Livermore to provide 
recycled water supplies for 
landscape irrigation. 

Thorne noted that the 
city continues to address the 
issue of traffic congestion. 
Improving congestion on the 
regional roadways benefits 
the internal circulation on 
local streets. The passage of 
Measure BB last November 
now opens that vision to 
widen State Route 84 to four 
lanes a reality. 

Improving bicycle and 
pedestrian safety is one of 
the priorities of the tax. 
"In the past two years, 3.6 
miles of new bicycle lanes 
were added to our road-
ways," Thorne commented. 
It didn’t go unnoticed. Last 
year, Pleasanton was named 
a “Bicycle Friendly Com-
munity” by the League of 
American Bicyclists. 

He concluded, "2015 
will see implementation 
of some of our plans as 
we break ground on Phase 
Two of Bernal Community 
Park, and take community 
input on the future of East 
Pleasanton. We’ll also ex-
plore opportunities to build 
a much-needed new library 
and civic center that will 
meet the needs of our current 
and future residents."

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one)

At its first Commission 
meeting of 2015, the Alam-
eda County Transportation 
Commission re-elected Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty as 
its chair, and Oakland City 
Councilmember At-Large 
Rebecca Kaplan as vice 
chair.

The vote was unanimous.
"I am deeply honored 

to be elected to serve a 
third term as chair of the 
Alameda County Transpor-
tation Commission," stated 
Haggerty. "I am proud that 
Alameda CTC has become 
a model for other counties, 
as we strive to effectively 
address the transportation 
needs of our residents and 
local economy, including 
reducing traffic congestion, 
improving mobility for bicy-

clists and pedestrians of all 
ages and abilities, maintain-
ing our transportation infra-
structure and systems, and 
assisting in efforts to meet 
the demands on the regional 
transportation network."

Alameda CTC imple-
ments and leverages the 
voter-approved Measures 
B and Measure BB, as well 
as the Measure F vehicle 
license fee, to improve trans-
portation throughout Al-
ameda County. Together, 
Measure B and Measure F 
funding generate more than 
$125 million per year for 
local street and road repairs, 
transit, paratransit, bicycle 
and pedestrian improve-
ments, and major transporta-
tion projects and programs 
throughout the county. Since 
2000, Alameda CTC has 
funded more than $837.5 
million in contracts for Al-
ameda County businesses.

The first direct Measure 
BB funding allocations to 
the 14 cities and six transit 
agencies in Alameda County 
will begin summer 2015. 
They will be the first of the 
nearly $8 billion in sales tax 
revenue anticipated to be 
raised by the measure passed 
by voters in November 2014.

Measure B-funded proj-
ects opening in 2015: I-580 
Express Lanes in the Tri-Val-
ley expected to open in No-
vember (Dublin, Pleasanton, 
Livermore); I-80 SMART 
Corridor (between the Car-
quinez and Bay Bridges); 
BART Extension to Warm 
Springs/South Fremont; and 
East Bay Greenway 

Measure B and Measure 
BB supported programs  that 
include bike safety educa-
tion, guaranteed ride home, 
paratransit, and safe routes 
to schools.

 

Haggerty Re-elected Chair of ACTC

ment, new books, and sup-
port and tutoring for at-risk 
kids, as well as other uses.

At Harvest Park, a major 
goal will be to improve 
schoolwide technology. The 
cost estimate is $30,000. An-
other $38,000 will be needed 
for other tech hardware.

Other costs were identi-
fied for staff development, 
curriculum support, and 
supplemental materials, 
bringing the Harvest Park 
total to $129,980.

At Village High School, 
the goal is to give students 
tasks that go beyond ap-
plication of knowledge, to 
go beyond the first level or 
second level of learning, 
and move into the third and 
fourth levels, which involve 
the bigger picture of think-
ing strategically. 

"More students will dem-
onstrate mastery with the 
new learning objectives in 
the Common Core State 
Standards, and will graduate 
on time," is a stated goal.

Technology will assist 
in the improvement, as will 
encouragement of personal 
growth. Measures taken in 
the learning environment, 
for example, include cre-
ation of a male involvement 
group for 10 to 15 young 
men. The measurable effect 
with the male cohort group 
is to reduce truancy and 
suspensions.

Implementing the young 
men's support group will 
cost $5000. Technology, 
including Chromebooks for 
classes, will cost $40,000.

Trustee Chris Grant said, 
"SPSA takes insights from 
teachers, brings it all to-
gether based on the district's 

priorities, and weights how 
we can have the greatest 
impact."

Trustee Jamie Hintzke 
said that she loves looking 
at site plans. "You can see 
what everyone is doing, 
from 30,000 feet. I wish 
there could be more diver-
sity (on site councils). We 
need to reflect the population 
of the school sites, and bring 
different perspectives and 
different thinking. Maybe it 
would improve with com-
munication and outreach," 
said Hintzke.
BOARD HEARS P.P.I.E.

OFFER OF $330,000
The board also heard 

from Bob Miller, president 
of Pleasanton Partners in 
Education (PPIE), which 
is offering $330,000 to the 
district. Another fund-raiser 
will occur with a running 
event. However, PPIE wants 
to offer the amount it has 
acquired now, so the dis-
trict can coordinate with its 
schedule for hiring teachers 
this spring for next year.

PPIE is offering to restore 
or maintain coaching for 
instructional technology, 
and also support two more 
early literacy intervention 
coaches, and an instructional 
coach in math. This will al-
low the district to have three 
math coaches next year, 
when the new math cur-
riculum is implemented. The 
coaches work with teachers, 
not students.

Miller said that the per-
sonnel positions singled out 
are "really strong programs 
for us. They teach the teach-
ers, who can engage the stu-
dents in a very bright way. 
We ask you to see your way 

to (those positions) to use the 
$330,000."

Superintendent Parvin 
Ahmadi recommended to 
the board that since PPIE 
has offered to pay for a 
math coach and an early 
intervention literacy coach, 
funds would be available 
in the upcoming budget to 
add two more counselors. 
One counselor would be at 
the middle school level, the 
other at high school.

Trustee Chris Grant said 
he supports the recommen-
dation for two counselors. In 
2008, the district employeed 

28.5 counseling positions. 
Now it's at 23.3, but with 
two more, taking it up to 
25.3, it would be at 85 per-
cent of what the 2008 level.

Grant called counseling 
a "critical area" that affects 
behavior and other things, 
including the highest aca-
demic achievers and college 
applicants.

Grant started to make 
a motion to support the 
staff recommendation, but 
was told the item was for 
discussion only. It will be 
brought back at the next 
board meeting.

 

PLANS
(continued from page one)

Help for overwhelmed 
parents is here: the nation-
ally acclaimed Parent Proj-
ect is returning to the Tri-
Valley area. Hosted by Axis 
Community Health, Dublin 
Police Services, and Dublin 
Unified School District, the 
program gives parents the 
tools they need to change 
problematic adolescent be-
havior.  Registration is now 
open for this 12-week course 
that begins March 11th in 
Dublin.

“Raising strong-willed or 
rebellious adolescents pres-
ents serious challenges, ones 
that often negatively impact 
everyone in the home,” said 
Amie Sousa, Teen Drug and 
Alcohol Program Coordina-
tor.  “Through the Parent 
Project, parents acquire the 
skills needed to safely inter-
vene and replace harmful be-
haviors with healthy ones.”

Taught by certified edu-

Course Empowers Parents To 
Improve Troubling Behavior

cators, the Parent Project is 
solution-focused and activi-
ty-based.  Participants will 
learn effective, step-by-step 
techniques that can be used 
in everyday life. The weekly 
three-hour sessions include 
a support group that gives 
parents a chance to share ex-
periences, collaborate, and 
reduce feelings of isolation. 
Participants will also learn 
about other local resources 
that can help support long-
lasting, positive changes in 
families’ lives.

Parent Project sessions 
are scheduled for 6-9 p.m. 
Wednesdays starting March 
11 at Valley High School, 
6901 York Ave., Dublin.  
Cost for the 12-week course 
is $100 per person or $150 
per couple. A limited number 
of scholarships is available. 
Parents can register now by 
calling (925) 201-6210.
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PET OF THE WEEK

Nose to ground, Basil is about to discover a new 

home! The chipper 3-year-old Cocker Spaniel/King 

Charles Cavalier mix has a hunch his adopter might 

be revealed during Valley Humane Society’s Home 

for the Holidays adoption event, running December 

2-31. Get a clue! Visit Basil and his friends today at 

3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through 

Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. For more info visit 

valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley 

Humane Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A rare sight in recent years was photographed in front of the Bankhead Theater. Students and teachers waiting 

for the theater to open huddled under umbrellas. Some of the students took the opportunity to splash around in 

puddles.

By Jeff Garberson

South Sudan is now home 

for a Livermore nurse who 

joined Doctors Without Bor-

ders to help deal with health 

challenges in one of the 

world’s newest and poorest 

countries.
Melissa Arons, 32, grew 

up in Livermore, where she 

played soccer for seven years 

with the Al Caffodio touring 

team. She graduated from 

Livermore High School in 

2000. College education 

included UC-Santa Cruz, 

where she earned a degree 

in politics in 2004, and then 

George Mason University in 

Virginia, where she added a 

bachelor of science degree 

in nursing four years later. 

Since then, she has trav-

eled widely. She has pro-

vided critical care nurs-

ing in Arlington, Va., and 

in New York City, helped 

Red Cross Headquarters 

Melissa Arons, Livermore nurse, now working for Doctors Without Borders in South 

Sudan

Livermore Nurse In East Africa

in Washington, D.C., plan 

disaster sheltering, taught 

English in South America 

and tended sick and injured 

patients in Haiti.

This year, she studied 

infectious diseases with the 

London School of Hygiene 

and Tropical Medicine and 

traveled to Thailand to com-

plete a thesis project on HIV 

care. 
Thus qualified, she re-

ceived her assignment from 

Doctors Without Borders 

and flew last month to South 

Sudan in eastern Africa, cre-

ated just three years ago after 

two decades of civil war. 

Doctors Without Bor-

ders is better known inter-

nationally as MSF for its 

French name, Medecins 

Sans Frontiers. Arons is 

based at MSF’s hospital in 

Lankien, in the northeastern 

state of Jonglei, along with 

(See NURSE, page 5)

Measure BB 

Received More 

Valley Support 

Than Measure 

2 Years Ago
Although only a handful 

of precincts in the Valley 

supported Measure BB with 

a two-thirds passing vote, 

the tally was enough here 

and west of the hills so that 

it passed.
Measure BB will extend 

a current one-half cent sales 

tax and add another one-

half cent to it until 2045, 

when it will sunset. Funds 

raised will be devoted to 

a variety of transportation 

projects, including local 

streets, highways, transit, 

bicycle and pedestrian trails 

and lanes. It will make a 

$400 million contribution to 

the Livermore BART exten-

sion, which has a full cost 

estimated from $800 million 

to $1.2 billion.

The $8 billion transpor-

tation measure won with 

240,557 votes, 70.7 percent 

of the total vote. Opponents 

cast 99,417 votes. Two years 

ago, a largely similar trans-

portation issue, Measure B1, 

carried only one small area 

in the Valley, a part of East 

Dublin near Interstate 580. 

Measure B1 came close 

to passing, but failed with 

66.53 percent "yes" votes, 

just short of the needed 

66.67 percent.

An on-line map on the 

Alameda County Registrar's 

web site shows that this year 

an overwhelming number 

of precincts in Berkeley 

Only 10 percent of the 

normal allocation of water 

from the State Water Project 

(SWP) will be available next 

year to Zone 7 Water Agen-

cy, as estimated by the first 

state forecast for next year.

The forecast was issued 

Dec. 1, the first regular date 

that the state Department of 

Water Resources (DWR) 

begins to look at prospects 

First Forecast of State 

Water Allotment Is Meager

for the following year. There 

will be follow-ups monthly, 

and the percentage could 

rise, or fall, said Zone 7 

general manager Jill Duerig.

The 10 percent prediction 

was double the 5 percent 

allocation forecast for this 

year at the beginning of 

December 2013. However, 

the 5 percent shrunk to a 

zero allotment prediction 

on Jan. 30, 2014. Storms in 

February and March allowed 

boosting the allocation back 

to 5 percent. However, the 

5 percent was released after 

Sept. 1, so zero allotment 

remained in effect through 

the summer.

The rain and snow last 

week, and forecasts for 

more in Northern Califor-

nia, prompted DWR to set 

the initial allocation for 2015 

at 10 percent. SWP consists 

of 29 contractors, includ-

ing Zone 7. Zone 7 relies 

on water and snowmelt in 

Northern California, espe-

cially the water that feeds 

into the reservoir at the Lake 

Oroville Dam, which is 80 

miles north of Sacramento.

Snow levels in the north-

ern Sierra are important, 

because the snowmelt con-

tributes greatly to the Oro-

ville reservoir. Oroville, a 

major reservoir in the SWP, 

has seen its levels rise after 

the recent storms from the 

all-time low it recorded last 

month. 
DWR experts said that it 

will take approximately 150 

percent of average precipita-

(See WATER, page 4)

(See MEASURE BB, page 4)

(See HOUSING, page 4)

Dublin will tell state government what it views as a dis-

connect between state-assigned Regional Housing Needs 

Allocation (RHNA) numbers and the lack of state money 

to build schools for the children who will crowd Dublin 

schools.
The council, at its meeting Nov. 18, voted 4-0, with 

Kevin Hart absent, to approve the city's general plan hous-

ing element for 2015-22. The vote included sending a letter 

to state officials to point out the conflict between the state's 

requirement for more housing, without providing more 

funding to build schools to educate the new people who 

Dublin OKs Housing Element, but Will Let 

State Know About School Funds Disconnect

will move into Dublin.

There was some discussion about whether the letters 

should go to the state Department of Housing and Com-

munity Development (HCD), which approves housing ele-

ments, or to elected representatives. A list of recipients was 

still being determined this week, said city public information 

officer Lori Taylor.

Councilmembers first suggested a letter to HCD enclosed 

with the council-approved housing element. However, 

the council consensus noted that that approach in the past 

Dublin Thanks 

Sbranti, Will 

Appoint New 

Councilmember
Dublin said goodbye to 

Mayor Tim Sbranti, hello to 

new Mayor David Haubert, 

and decided to fill Haubert's 

vacated City Council seat 

with a special appointment 

by Jan. 30, 2015.

An appl ica t ion was 

placed Wednesday on the 

city's web site, with a dead-

line of Dec. 10 set for sub-

mission of applications. 

Applicants all will be inter-

viewed publicly at a council 

meeting Dec. 16. The final-

ists would participate in a 

second round of interviews, 

perhaps at the same meet-

ing, or a continued meeting 

several days later. 

In going for appointment, 

instead of a special election 

in June, the council saved 

the city from $91,000 to 

$345,000, depending on 

whether the election would 

have been consolidated with 

other elections in Alameda 

County in June.

Supervisor Scott Hag-

gerty swore in Haubert 

as mayor, as well as re-

elected Councilmembers 

Don Biddle and Abe Gup-

ta. After Haubert took the 

oath, he nominated Gupta 

as vice-mayor, to succeed 

Biddle,who served two one-

year terms. Gupta received 

unanimous approval.

Haggerty presented a 

plaque from the County 

Board of Supervisors rec-

ognizing Sbranti's years of 

service. Haggerty paused 

near the end of his speech, 

overcome by emotion.

Other plaques and cita-

tions came from Assembly-

members Joan Buchanan 

and Susan Bonilla, Sen. 

Mark DeSaulnier, and the 

remaining councilmembers 

as a group. 
Congressman Eric Swal-

well, who served on the 

council with Sbranti, made 

an appearance via Skype at 

the beginning of the meet-

ing. He recalled Sbranti's 

mentoring, both when Swal-

New Council 

Ready to 
Begin Work 

Pleasanton said farewell 

to one councilmember, 

Cheryl Cook-Kallio, and 

welcomed a new one, Arne 

Olson. In addition, oaths of 

office were administered 

to Mayor Jerry Thorne and 

Councilmember Kathy Na-

rum, who were re-elected in 

November.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio had 

difficulty choking back tears 

as she talked about her 8 

years in office. “I’ve learned 

so much about the quality of 

this community while serv-

ing on the council.” At the 

end of the day, she said that 

she knew that her actions 

were right, although they 

may not have been popular 

or expedient.

Cook-Kallio said that as 

a councilmember you hear 

praise from some members 

of the community and harsh 

criticism from others. I re-

alized that it was about the 

issues, although some of the 

remarks are hard to hear. 

She noted, “Democracy 

(See PLEASANTON, page 4)

(See DUBLIN, page 4)
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Run for Education
The 3rd Annual Pleasanton Run for 

Education, benefitting the Pleasanton 
Partnerships in Education Foundation 
(PPIE), takes place Sunday April 12, 
2015. ClubSport Pleasanton returns as 
Title Sponsor. All races begin and end 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in 
Pleasanton. 

This year’s race offers two new 
distances to challenge everyone- from 
the casual walker, to the novice runner, 
to those training for their first marathon. 
In lieu of a half marathon option, the 3rd 
Annual Run for Education offers three 
race distances: 5K, 10K and 15K. The 
Kids’ Challenge for ages 12 & under 
has also expanded and will offer two 
distances: 1/2K and 1K. 

 ClubSport Pleasanton and the Tri-
Valley Triathalon Club return this year 
with pre-race training opportunities. 
ClubSport members who register for 
the race can take advantage of their 
race training programs by calling 925-
463-2822. TVTC training programs 
begin February 1, 2015, and anyone 
interested can find out more at www.
trivalleytriclub.com, or email ppie-
run@trivalleytriclub.com.

Last year, the event raised over 
$80,000 in net proceeds, all of which 
benefitted the Pleasanton schools. This 
year, the committee’s goal is to raise 
$100,000. 

 To register to run, volunteer or 
sponsor the event, please visit www.
ppierun.com. To learn more about 
PPIE, please visit www.ppie.org.

Premier Tryouts
Registration is now open for the 

Livermore Fusion Soccer Club premier 
level tryouts. These tryouts are for both 
boys and girls in the U12, U13 and U14 
age groups. Players of all skill levels 
are welcome to come and participate.

To register or for more information,  
visit the Fusion SC website at www.fu-
sionsc.org and select the option for the 
premier program. Alternatively, please 
call 925-443-7570 or visit the office 
at 1976 Fourth Street in Livermore.

Trails Challenge
The Diablo Trails Challenge will 

be held Sun., April 19. This trail run 
includes distances of 5K, 10K, half 

San Ramon teenager, Maria Sophia Samaniego, was 
awarded the 2014 California Youth Soccer Association 
(CYSA) District III female youth referee of the year.  
District III represents Livermore, Dublin, Pleasanton, 
Danville, San Ramon, Newark, and a few other outlying 
cities.  The San Ramon Referee Association nominated 
Samaniego out of a pool of several hundred youth 
referees.  As a nominee, she was invited to attend the 
2015 Cal North Soccer Expo and Hall Of Fame Dinner and 
Awards Banquet,  held this past January in Monterey, 
California.  At the conference, she was selected out 
of all the nominees to win the top award.   Samaniego 
has been refereeing recreation and competitive league 
matches in district III since the age of 15.  

marathon and 50K
Hosted by Brazen Racing, this 

fundraising run for Save Mount Diablo 
showcases just a fraction of the Diablo 
wildernesses’ beauty and helps Save 
Mount Diablo to preserve, defend and 
restore more land for you, wildlife and 
future generations to enjoy.

The 5K, 10K and Half Marathon 
will all begin and end at Castle Rock 
Recreation Area in Diablo Foothills, 
Walnut Creek. The 50K is a point to 
point run and will begin at Round 
Valley Regional Preserve, following 
the Diablo Trail through Morgan 
Territory Regional Preserve, Mount 
Diablo State Park and finishing in 
Castle Rock Recreation Area. All 
races will be professionally timed. The 
50K starts at 7 am and all other races 
will begin taking off at 8:30 am. All 
runners receive medals and T-shirts 
after the race. 

Go to www.savemountdiablo.org/
activities for information.

LARPD Programs
Kids and adults can find ways 

to get active and stay fit through 
offerings from the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District. For more 
information on these or other LARPD 
programs, visit www.larpd.org or call 
925-373-5700.

• New this season is the Junior War-
riors Basketball League for boys and 
girls ages 5 to 8. This league teaches 
the basics of basketball while showing 
participants how to enjoy the game and 
promoting good sportsmanship. Cost is 
$125 per player, with the league run-
ning from Feb. 23 to April 25. Practices 
are held from 4 to 6 p.m. Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Volunteer coaches are 
also needed – contact Kacy Silva at 
ksilva@larpd.org to express interest.

• Ages 8 to 13 can check out the 
new LARPD Youth Fitness Training 
beginning Feb. 20. Participants will 
improve their strength, stamina and 
endurance and prepare them for sports 
of all types. Activities include calis-
thenics, body weight exercise, interval 
training and strength training. For more 
information, contact Michael Garza at 
mgarza@larpd.org or 925-373-5751.

•  Spring Softball Leagues. Both 
fields at the Ernie Rodrigues Sports 
Fields have brand new infields, new 
soft dirt warning tracks, additional 

bullpens, updated painting and more. 
Adult teams can sign up now for Men’s, 
Coed and Business league evening 
softball. The league includes a 10-
game schedule, plus playoffs for the top 
four teams in each division. Early bird 
team registration available through 
Friday, Feb. 13, for $745 per team. 
Regular registration open through 
March 20 for $795 per team. For more 
information, contact Vicki Wiedenfeld 
at vwiedenfeld@larpd.org.

• Adults and youth ages 10 and 
up can join the LARPD Disc Golf 
Tournament on Sunday, Feb. 22. Play-
ers can choose from four divisions: 
Youth (ages 10 to 15), Recreational, 
Women’s and Competitive. All players 
will play three rounds of nine holes, 
with the final nine holes played under 
the lights. Awards given to the top three 
places in each division. Tournament 
will be played rain or shine. Youth (10 
to 15) entry fee is $20; adult entry fee 
is $29. For more information, contact 
Vicki Wiedenfeld at vwiedenfeld@
larpd.org.

LHS vs. GHS
The last high school basketball 

game that TV30 will broadcast this 
season is the match up of cross town 
rivals, Livermore vs. Granada taking 
place on Friday, February 20 at 7 p.m. 
at Granada. The game will be tape de-
layed and will begin airing on Saturday, 
February 21 at 7 p.m. on Comcast TV 
Channel 30 and AT&T U-verse via 
Channel 99 as well as streaming on 
the TV30 website at www.tv30.org.

The Livermore vs. Granada 
game will air multiple times starting 
Saturday night February 21 at 7p.m. 
For complete air dates and times visit 
the TV30 website at www.tv30.org or 
watch when it's convenient by going 
to tv30.org and use the free Video on 
Demand service.  DVDs of the games 
may also be purchased by going to 
the website.

Play by play and color announcing 
will include TV30 sports personalities 
Ian Bartholomew, George “Dr. B” 
Baljevich, and Tim Sbranti.  Interviews 
during the game will include coaches, 
principals, players, students, and more.

Basketball Camp
The KM Huskies Basketball 

Academy is offering a Spring Bas-
ketball Camp.

Open to boys and girls in grades 3 
to 6, the camp will be held from noon 
to 4 p.m. on Sat., March 7 at Fallon 
Middle School in Dublin. 

The workout fee is $20 (no fee 
for KM Huskies Academy members). 

The guest speaker will be former 
Golden State Warrior Ray Young. 

To register or for more informa-
tion, email  kmhuskies@yahoo.com 
call or (925) 421-1708 visit www.
kmhuskies.org

 

Wrestling Sign-up
Registration is now open for the 

Guardian Knights Wrestling Club’s 
spring session, which begins on 
March 9, 2015 and runs through the 
end of April. 

The Guardian Knights Wrestling  
Club is a private, nonprofit wrestling 
club focused on conditioning, strength, 
and technique training. The program is 
comprehensive and trains in three ma-
jor styles: collegiate, Greco-Roman, 
and freestyle 

To register or for more informa-
tion, visit www.gkwrestling.com. 

Local Golfer
San Diego residents Dennis 

Levesque (San Diego, Ca.), Larry Mc-
Mahon (Poway, Ca.), Cory Doucette 
(San Diego, Ca.), and Dave Schnapp 
(Livermore, Ca.) will be among 240 
amateur golfers who will compete 
in the Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Invitational National Finals at TPC 
Sawgrass, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., 
February 26-March 1, 2015.  The four-
some qualified for the national event by 
winning the Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Invitational held on August 18, 2014, 
which supported the Project Concern.

The Liberty Mutual Invitational 
National Finals is the culmination of 
a series of more than 75 charity golf 
tournaments around the country in 
2014 hosted by Liberty Mutual and 
local and national charitable organiza-
tions that raised more than $7.2 million 
for charity. 

For more information about the 
Liberty Mutual Insurance Invitational, 
visit www.libertymutualinvitational.
com; follow on Facebook and via 
#lmigolf.

Maddy Hudson, American Idol contestant, entertained students at Pleasanton Middle 
School during lunch hour. Later, she delivered a serious message to a select group 
of students to encourage them to take an active role in overcoming bullying.

which she has included in 
some of her original songs. 
She was bullied in a middle 
school, which was not lo-
cated in Pleasanton. She 
then attended Foothill High 
School, and now is in home 
schooling in her senior year 
in order to devote more time 
to her music career.

Describing her visit to 
PMS, Maddy said that she 
shared how music helped her 
get through the bullying, and 
ways of coping. Students 
asked questions, and talked 
about how they would deal 
with bullying. Maddy told 
them, "It is all about finding 
common ground."

Maddy told The Inde-
pendent that she could be 
helpful to middle school 
students, because they are 
close to her in age, and also 
because she knows about 
dealing with pain. "That's 
the common ground. I was 
trying to share my love with 
them," she said.

P l e a s a n t o n  M i d d l e 
School principal Aileen 

Parsons said, "Maddy's ap-
pearance at the school was 
so exciting for the kids. She 
is someone just like them, 
(who shows) they can fol-
low their dream, and achieve 
success. She is going to 
Hollywood, because she 
persevered through difficult 
times, and didn't give up."

Although the students 
cheered her wildly, and 
some sought her autograph, 
Maddy sees herself as be-
ing like anyone else. "I'm 
not a celebrity, just a person 
pursuing her dream. I don't 
let things go to my head. I 
can make their lives better, 
inspiring them with music, 
and make what little differ-
ence I can in their lives."

A fan of American Idol 
for years, Maddy once told 
her mother, Ashli, that she 
wanted to someday be on 
American Idol. Ashli replied 
that at age 16, Maddy was 
going to accomplish her 
dream. She did make her 
first appearance at 16 -- she 
turned 17 on Jan. 31.

The American Idol judg-
es have said good things 
about her, as quoted on the 
show's web page. Jennifer 
Lopez said Maddy's audition 
was "fantastic," and cited her 
as one of her favorites.

Harry Connick, Jr., said, 
"You have all the ingredients 
to be a superstar. You exude 
star quality.”

While it is not known 
how far Maddy may prog-
ress on American Idol (the 
show airs Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings on local 
Channel 2), the Valley public 
can see her every Saturday 
in front of Tully's Coffee 
House on Main Street in 
Pleasanton, where she sings 
for four hours, beginning at 
9:30 a.m, during the Farmers 
Market.

Maddy likes to sing in 
the little pedestrian plaza, 
because she says, "It is my 
job to get to know people, 
and what kind of music they 
need. I meet a lot of nice 
people, and get to be a part 
of their day."

  

IDOL
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Nature photographer Di-
anne Mao will present a 
program at the Pleasanton 
Public Library on Thursday, 
February 26 at 7:00 p.m.  
Dianne Mao visited Kenya, 
Africa’s best known safari 
destination, in the summer 
of 2014. There she wit-
nessed the great migration 
of hundreds of thousands 
of wildebeest and zebra 
thundering across the plains 
and Masai River, as well as 
graceful giraffes, elephants 
traversing the savanna, and 
cheetah stalking wildebeest.

Mao will share her expe-
riences and techniques while 
showing her  photographs 
and telling the stories behind 
them. The program is free 
and open to all. No registra-
tion is required.

For more information 

The photo works of nature photographer Dianne Mao 
are featured in a discussion with the photographer at 
the Pleasanton Public Library on Thursday, February 
26 at 7:00 p.m.

Nature Photographer Dianne 
Mao Speaks at Pleasanton Library

about this and other library 
events, please visit the li-
brary’s website at www.

cityofpleasantonca.gov/ser-
vices/library, or call (925) 
931-3400 ext. 4.

Axis Community Health 
is one step closer to open-
ing a new clinic for low-
income residents, thanks to 
a contribution from the Fre-
mont Bank Foundation. The 
$50,000 grant will support 
construction of the clinic, 
which Axis will open by 
the end of 2015 and double 
the nonprofit organization’s 
service capacity.

“We are pleased to be part 
of this critical and inspiring 
project that is central to 
providing medical care and 
behavioral health services 
for thousands of people for 
many years to come,” said 
Marie-Pascale Peterson, 
Director of Community Out-
reach for Fremont Bank.

Sue Compton, Axis CEO, 
stated, “Fremont Bank 
Foundation has been a true 
friend of Axis through the 
years This latest contribution 
reinforces their commitment 
to serve the needs of Tri-
Valley residents.”

Construction of the new 

Sue Compton, CEO of Axis Community Health (left), 
receives a $50,000 check from Marie-Pascale Peterson, 
Director of Community Outreach for Fremont Bank. The 
contribution from the Fremont Bank Foundation will 
support construction of Axis’ new health clinic.

Funding Grows for New Axis 
Community Health Center

facility, located in Pleas-
anton, involves a complete 
interior renovation of 24,000 
square feet of space to cre-
ate 27 exam rooms, seven 
counseling rooms, a pa-
tient pharmacy, and a health 
education classroom. During 
December, interior demoli-
tion began and Axis is now 
poised to start renovation. 

“The new clinic allows 
Axis to meet a growing 
demand for affordable local 
health care — a demand that 
is projected to double in the 
next five years,” according 
to Compton.  “With Fremont 
Bank Foundation’s support, 
we are well on our way to 
offering Tri-Valley residents 
a brighter, healthier future.”

Axis is the only pro-
vider of medical care for 
low-income and uninsured 
Tri-Valley residents, serving 

more than 14,000 individu-
als. The new health center 
has an overall project cost 
of $12 million, and Axis is 
raising $1.7 million through 
a capital campaign to help 
pay for construction.  Ad-
ditional funding will come 
from Alameda County and 
the Cities of Dublin, Liver-
more and Pleasanton. The 
remainder will be financed.

Axis presently operates 
two medical clinic sites, 
one in Pleasanton and one 
in Livermore, as well as 
two behavioral health sites 
and a Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) nutrition 
program site.  All five cur-
rent sites will remain open. 

For more information 
about the project, contact the 
Axis Development Office at 
925-201-6068.

 
 

 

For the third year, the City of Dublin is offering a pro-
gram that motivates, educates, and empowers residents 
to achieve optimal health through a customized wellness 
challenge. From March 15 through May 9, 2015, residents 
and other community members can be part of “Activ-8,” a 
fun way for teams of friends, families, neighbors, and co-
workers to get active and work together to meet their goals. 
Teams will receive information about energy-boosting 
foods, activity-increasing workouts, and stress-reducing 
activities.

The eight-week “Activ-8 Challenge” will kick off at the 
St. Patrick’s Day Festival on Sunday, March 15, and end 
on Saturday, May 9. Participants will receive a free t-shirt 
and a weekly newsletter, promoting proper nutrition and 
highlighting healthy recipes and motivational techniques. 
They will also have access to a personal online tracking page 
and journal. The Challenge will wrap-up with an awards cer-
emony at the Dublin Farmers’ Market on Thursday, May 14.

Dublin Mayor David Haubert said, “The Activ-8 Chal-
lenge is a great way for people in Dublin to join together 
to meet health-specific goals. There’s something wonder-
ful about people helping each other to reach their highest 
potential.”

Community members are encouraged to form teams of 
2-10 people. Teams will be competing against teams of 
similar size (i.e., 2-3, 4-6, 7-10 members). Trophies will be 
awarded to the winning teams from each category, based on 
average amount of time spent in physical activity.

The entry fee is $10.00 per participant. Teams may reg-
ister at www.livehealthydublin.com, choosing the promo 
code, LHDUBLIN. Participants are also encouraged to 
jump-start their fitness program by registering for the St. 
Patrick’s Day “Shamrock 5K Fun Run/Walk” at www.
dublin.ca.gov/funrun.

For more information, contact Dublin Parks and Com-
munity Services at (925) 556-4500.

Dublin to Kick-off Activ-8 Challenge
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Livermore Cinemas
Hot tub time macHine 2 (r)     12:00 2:30 5:00 6:15 7:20 8:45 9:55
spongebob movie: sponge out of water (pg)    11:55 1:10 2:20 3:50 
          4:50 7:15 9:40
mcfarland usa (pg)        12:10 3:15 6:30 9:35
tHe duff (pg13)          1:20 4:00 6:50 9:20
fifty sHades of grey (r)–cc      12:00 12:50 2:55 3:55 5:50 
          7:00 8:55 9:55
kingsman: tHe secret service (r)      12:50 3:50 6:50 9:50
kingsman: tHe secret service (r)–d-box     11:50 2:50 5:50 8:50 
american sniper (r)     12:10 1:10 3:25 4:25 6:40 8:00 9:55
jupiter ascending (pg13)        12:45 3:45 6:45 9:45 
paddington (pg)          11:55 2:20 4:45
black or wHite (pg13)          6:55 9:45
preview february 26:   
 focus (r)          7:00 9:45
 lazarus effect (pg13)        8:00

The Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD) will host its 5th 
Annual Transitional Kin-
dergarten (TK) and Kinder-
garten Fair February 26th, 
3:00pm-7:00pm and Febru-
ary 27th, 2:00pm-6:00pm, 
in the Crest Blanca Room 
at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 
East Avenue.

All LVJUSD elemen-
tary and K-8 schools will 
be represented at the Fair. 
An administrator and staff 

The Livermore-Pleasan-
ton Fire Department (LPFD) 
will be offering  Community 
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) Training.  Classes 
will be held from 6:00 to 
9:30 on Monday evenings 
from March 30 to April 27, 
2015, and will include Sat-
urday, April 18 from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The free CERT training 
provides an opportunity 
for community members to 
learn about basic disaster 
preparedness and beyond.  
Through classroom and 
hands-on instruction, par-
ticipants will learn about 
disaster preparedness and 
basic response related to 
fire safety, disaster medical 
operations, light search and 
rescue, and terrorism. The 
six-week program also cov-
ers disaster psychology and 
the mission of the CERT 

Firefighters and respond-
ers have known for decades 
that smoke is harmful to their 
health, but the latest studies 
have shown that microscop-
ic, carcinogenic materials 
that become airborne during 
fires are far more deadly than 
ever realized. The Liver-
more-Pleasanton Firefighter 
Foundation (LPFF) with 
assistance from the San 
Francisco Firefighters Can-
cer Prevention Foundation 
(SFFCPF) began cancer 

Visit Our Online Calendars 
The Independent’s Online Events Calendars provide all of the Cultural Arts and Community 

events for this week, this month and this year. To see what’s happening in the Tri-Valley  
or to submit your event, visit us online at www.independentnews.com

Cultural Arts  
Calendar

Community Events 
Calendar

CERT training participants learn the proper use of a fire 
extinguisher as part of a free six-week program about 
disaster preparedness and response offered by the 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department.

organization, and culminates 
in a LPFD and CERT drill, 
putting what participants 
have learned into practice.

Pre-registration for the 
CERT course is required 
and space is limited. To reg-
ister and get further details, 
please call (925) 454-2361. 
Those interested can also 
email questions to CERT@
LPfire.org.

Sign Up for CERT Training

Livermore-Pleasanton Firefighters Receive 
Pre-Cancer Screening to Prevent Untimely Death

screenings for early detec-
tion and prevention in its 
active members.  

Multiple studies, includ-
ing the recent NIOSH (Na-
tional Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health) 
cancer study show that fire-
fighters are more likely to 
be diagnosed with certain 
cancers than the general 
population.  

The statistics hit home 
for the LPFD, as some of 
their members have been 

diagnosed in the recent past 
with testicular, skin, and 
brain cancers, with the later 
leading to the untimely death 
of Captain Paul Chenkovich 
on November 5th, 2013. All 
of these cancer diagnoses 
were deemed presumptive 
and work related as a result 
of their firefighter duties. 
The recent scientific studies 
and a proactive approach 
have led to the foundation’s 
emphasis on Pre-Cancer 
screenings for the health and 

wellness of their members.
The screening day ended 

with a monetary donation 
of $2,500 given to the SFF-
CPF, to assist with cancer 
research, to help firefighters 
nationwide, in their quest to 
reduce the number of deaths 
from cancer and ultimately 
have a world that is cancer 
free.  SFFCPF has lead the 
nation with studies about the 
exposure firefighters incur 
while on the job extinguish-
ing all types of fires.  

More information can 
be found at  www.sffcpf.
org/wp/

from each school site will be 
on hand to welcome parents, 
answer questions and help 
direct parents through the 
registration process for Fall 
of 2015. 

In addition to completing 
the registration, parents can 
also speak with LVJUSD 
nurses about immuniza-
tions, allergies and other 
health concerns; Campus 
Catering regarding the lunch 
program; and representa-
tives of the Special Educa-
tion Department.  Parents 

will also learn about ad-
ditional resources available 
to them such as: Livermore 
Area Recreation and Parks 
District (LARPD) before 
and after school day care 
programs; the Livermore 
Library; AXIS Community 
Health Services; and Com-
munity Association for Pre-
school Education (CAPE).

More information can be 
found at www.livermore-
schools.com. 

Kindergarten Fair Set in Livermore



Max Stanley Leap
Resident of Dobbins, California
Nov. 27, 1927 - Feb. 6, 2015

Max Stanley Leap passed 
away unexpectedly on Fri-
day, Feb. 6th, at his home in 

Dobbins, 
Califor-
nia.  He 
touched 
m a n y 
l i v e s 
with his 
humble, 
yet lively 
spirit.

Max was born in Ajo, 
Arizona, to Raymond and 
Lois Leap. After graduating 
from high school, he enlisted 
in the army where he served 
2 years. After his discharge 
he went to work at the cop-
per mine in Ajo and married 
his sweetheart, Sammie. In 
1959 he moved his young 
family to Livermore where 
he began work as a ceram-
ics machinist at Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
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Obituary/ 
Memoriam 

Policies
Obituaries are published in 

The Independent at no charge. There is a small 
charge for photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families want to honor the 

memories of their loved ones. There is a charge for 
memoriam ads,based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an 
email to  

editmail@compuserve.com

tory. He enjoyed a 28 year 
career there until he retired 
in 1987. He and Sammie 
moved to Dobbins in 1990 
where they built their dream 
home in the foothills and 
enjoyed retirement.

Max's one true passion 
was his family, which he 
loved dearly and enjoyed 
spending time with. In his 
early years he enjoyed learn-
ing to fly a plane, and rock-
hounding in the Arizona 
deserts. After settling in 
Livermore he spent time 
with his family sailing, 
sports, playing the piano, 
wine and candle making, 
wood working, and veg-
etable gardening.

Max is survived by Sam-
mie, his loving wife of 63 
years; daughters Dianna 
(Rick) Schwieger of Tracy 
and Christy (Bill) Chivers 
of Oakley; grandchildren, 
Cody (Jissele) and Jennifer 
Chivers; great grandchildren 
Amelia and Aubrey Chivers. 

He is also survived by his 
brother Lloyd Leap of Ajo, 
Arizona, and many nieces 
and nephews.

A private family service 
will be held at Callaghan’s 
Mortuary with burial at 
Memory Gardens Cemetery, 
Livermore, CA.

The Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce will recognize those  groups and businesses 
that have demonstrated excellence and community leadership in business, volunteer activi-
ties and achievement within the Pleasanton community on Wednesday, March 25 at the 
Firehouse Arts Center. 

The Community Service Awards began in 1963 to recognize good people doing great 
things in the community and since then hundreds of recipients have been honored.

Award recipients include: 
Hoge Fenton Jones & Appel, Inc., Business Philanthropy Award: For businesses that 

have provided philanthropic service beyond the scope of normal business activity.
Ritter Investments, LLC, Excellence in Business Award: For businesses that have made 

a positive impact in the Pleasanton community through their achievement within the scope 
of normal business activity.

Cassidy Turley / DTZ, Excellence in Service Award: For organizations that have con-
tributed to Pleasanton.

Bob Silva, Distinguished Individual Service Award: For individuals who have contrib-
uted to Pleasanton through exceptional service to the community or philanthropic efforts.

Dick Karn, Lifetime Achievement Award: For individuals who have contributed to 
Pleasanton through exceptional service to the community or philanthropic efforts over 
the whole of a career.

Oracle and Nuubia, Green Business Award: For businesses (large and small) that promote 
sustainable environmental business practices throughout their organization for the benefit 
of employees, customers or the community. 

The public is invited to attend this fun-filled evening beginning at 6:00 p.m. with a hosted 
bar and heavy hors' doeuvres as well as a silent auction followed by the awards presenta-
tion. Cost to attend is $35 per person and tickets are on sale now at www.pleasanton.org. 

A limited number of sponsorship opportunities are available. Those interested in com-
pany recognition, contact the Chamber at 925.846.5858.

The 2015 Livermore Valley Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors installation was 
held February 6, 2015 at The Winemakers Studio at Wente Vineyards. 

Chairman of the Board for 2015  is John Sutton, CFO of The Wine Group, Inc.   
Sutton remarked, “The Chamber looks forward to working with the City, County and 

our members to ensure that the Livermore Valley continues to prosper. Our board is talk-
ing about the value of a downtown hotel and possible ways to connect all of the Valley’s 
diverse assets – the Premium Outlets, our wineries, restaurants and innovative businesses 
to further increase the visibility of our thriving area.” 

County Supervisor Scott Haggerty installed the following 2015 Board of Directors:
John Sutton, The Wine Group, Inc., Chairman of the Board; Brendan Finley, Wente 

Vineyards, Vice Chairman of the Board; Steve Larranaga, Sandia Laboratory Federal Credit 
Union, Treasurer; Sherri Souza, Broker in Trust, Secretary; Jennifer Thaete, Law office of 
Jennifer Thaete, Past Chairman of the Board; David Ackerman, Livermore Premium Outlets

Denise Bouillerce, ValleyCare Health System; Kelly Bowers, Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District; Kim Cupps, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory; Roxanne 
Cruz, Pacific Gas & Electric; Catherine Dawson, Sandia Laboratories; Gordon Galvan, 
Livermore Sanitation, Inc.; Jeanie Haigh, Web Bearings, Inc.

John Marchand, Mayor, City of Livermore; Ken Maxey, Comcast Cable
Jorge Perez-Chavez, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.; Thomas Petty, WSI Smart Solutions; 

Harold Roundtree, UNCLE Credit Union; Jan Siva, American Red Cross; Timothy Tikalsky, 
RINA Accountancy Corp.; Frank Vallejo, California Water Service; Jeff Watts, Topcon 
Positioning Systems, Inc.; Ronald Wetter, Kaiser Permanente

A special recognition was given to the 2015 Corporate Sponsors: CMIT Solutions, Amos 
Productions Event Services, Checkers Catering and Special Events, WSI Smart Solutions, 
California Water Service, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore Sanitation, 
Inc. Pacific Gas & Electric Company, Wells Fargo Bank, Wente Vineyards,101.7 KKIQ, 
Concannon Vineyard, Livermore Area Recreation & Park District, Sandia National Labo-
ratories, Topcon Positioning Systems, UNCLE Credit Union, ValleyCare Health System, 
American Red Cross, Chevron, Comcast Cable, RINA Accountancy Corporation, Beets 
Hospitality Group, Colliers International, Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham, Hoge Fenton 
Jones & Appel, Sandia Laboratory Federal Credit Union & Web Bearings, Inc

For further information, about the Livermore Valley Chamber of Commerce, contact 
Dale Kaye, CEO 925:447-1606 

Chamber Announces Honorees for 
Annual Community Service Awards

Livermore Chamber Installs 
New Board of Directors

The Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority (LAVTA) announced three new 
members to serve on its 2015 Board of Directors. The new directors are: David Haubert, 
Mayor of Dublin; Jerry Pentin, Pleasanton City Councilmember; and Steven Spedowfski, 
Livermore City Councilmember. The new 2015 appointments replace outgoing LAVTA 
Board Members Tim Sbranti (City of Dublin), Jerry Thorne (City of Pleasanton), and Bob 
Woerner (City of Livermore).

LAVTA is a joint powers agency governed by a seven member Board of Directors. Each 
of LAVTA’s city member jurisdictions appoints two elected officials from its governing body 
to serve on the Board of Directors and an alternate member. Alameda County appoints one 
elected official from its governing body to serve on the Board and an alternate member.

Board member David Haubert was elected Mayor of Dublin this past November. In 2012, 
Mr. Haubert was elected to serve on the Dublin City Council and has previous experience as 
the former President and member of the Dublin Unified School District Board of Trustees. 
At LAVTA, he is also serving as the Vice Chair of the Projects & Services Committee.

Board member Jerry Pentin was elected to the Pleasanton City Council in 2012. He 
was appointed Vice-Mayor in December 2013 for a one-year term. Prior to his election 
on the City Council, Councilmember Pentin served on the Planning commission for four 
years, and chaired the panel in 2012. From 2003-2009, he was a member of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, which he chaired in 2007. At LAVTA, he is serving as the Vice 
Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee.

Board member Steven Spedowfski was elected to the Livermore City Council in Novem-
ber of 2014. Prior to serving on the City Council, Steven has been active in the Livermore 
community, serving on the Beautification Committee and on the Planning Commission. 
He has also completed Livermore’s Citizens Police Academy. At LAVTA, he is serving 
on the Projects & Services Committee.

For more information on Wheels, visit www.wheelsbus.com.

Three New Directors Announced 
by Local Transit Authority

by Laura Ness
There’s something poetic 

about the way winemaker 
Aaron Luna came to be the 
new shining light through 
the window of Fenestra. 
You could pretty much say 
he backed into his career, 
with no real intent to pur-
sue winemaking. He just 
happened to be at the right 
place at the right time. That 
first place was Bernardus 
in Carmel Valley, not far 
from where he grew up. 
He explains that his best 
friend got a job caretaking 
vineyards there and lived in 
an enormous house on the 
estate: did Aaron want to 
join him? Although he had 
his heart set on learning to 
fly at that point — inspired, 
as so many were, by “Top 
Gun” — he decided to join 
his friend.

Before long, Aaron found 
himself sharing in the tasks 
and eventually working 
as a cellar rat under then 

Aaron Luna: New Moon Shines Through the Window
winemaker, Mark Chesebro. 
Says Luna of this modest, 
steady-Eddie winegrower 
with a heart of gold, “Mark 
was my mentor. He is such 
an amazing winemaker, 
and all around great guy. I 
invited him to our wedding!” 

As a social service an-
nouncement, Luna is set to 
marry his long time girl-
friend, Amelia, at the Ah-
wahnee Lodge in Yosemite 
this May. Congratulations 
to them. He’s trying to figure 
out what wines to bring, as 
the corkage fee there is so 
exorbitant. It just might be 
time for a vertical of Mari-
nus, the signature Bordeaux 
blend for which Bernardus 
is well known.

Back to the story. Luna 
enjoyed a nearly 10-year 
stint at Bernardus, work-
ing as assistant winemaker 
to Chesebro, and then to 
present day winemaker, 
Dean DeKorth. Educated 
in Burgundy, DeKorth re-

ally taught Luna a thing or 
two about Chardonnay and 
Pinot. On the other hand, 
notes Luna, he was able to 
teach Dean a thing or two 
about Bordeaux. It was a 
great tutelage and one that 
ultimately connected him to 
his mate, who he met while 
pouring at Pinot Days in 
San Francisco, where her 
parents live. 

Off the two of them went 
to the Margaret River area of 
Australia for harvest 2009, 
where he worked on Shiraz, 
Riesling and Pinot, admiring 
the breathtaking views of 
the Indian Ocean, which the 
winery overlooked. When 
Amelia was accepted into 
the Masters program in Civil 
& Environmental Engineer-
ing at UC Davis, Luna found 
himself in the perfect posi-
tion to formalize his own 
training in Oenology. 

He notes that having the 
practical application of those 
11 harvests made all the sci-

ence and theory much easier 
to understand: for him, it 
was the right way to do it. He 
enjoyed working in the UC 
Davis winery, where he took 
on a leadership role as one 
of the experienced hands. 
After graduating in 2013, he 
sought a job outside of pro-
duction, and was fortunate 
to hook up with Elizabeth 
Forster at Stag’s Leap in 
Napa, where he learned the 
reins of grower relations. It 
was a hectic life, constantly 
driving around checking on 
70 different vineyard blocks. 
He became proficient at 
evaluating vine health, pest 
issues and crop estimates. 
With a laugh, he says, “I 
probably walked at least 15 
miles a day!” 

As much as he loved be-
ing in the vineyards, though, 
he realized his calling, his 
passion, was really the pro-
duction side of the house. 
He was meant for the cellar.

Luna says he came to the 
Livermore Valley on a whim. 
He had never even been to 
the Livermore Valley. He 
was surprised to learn there 
were wineries here. One 
rainy day, he dropped in 
with a list of places to visit. 
His first stop was Fenestra. 
When he mentioned he was 
looking for an opportunity, 
he was introduced to Lanny, 
who was seeking someone to 
assist Meredith Miles, who 
was winemaker at the time, 
just after Brent Amos went 
to Las Positas Vineyards. 

Then Luna went to visit 
The Steven Kent Winery, an 
experience that he says was 
hugely great and impressive. 
Ending up on Vasco Road, 
he was very excited to taste 
the offerings at Occasio 
and Nottingham, where he 

caught up with a fellow 
UC Davis classmate, Tyler 
Kirby, who is working in 
the cellar at Nottingham/
Vasco Urbano. Barrel tast-
ing with Collin Cranor got 
him really excited about 
Livermore Valley Cabernet, 
especially the approach that 
Cranor was taking.  Says 
Luna, “I thought, this is such 
fun! What a good group of 
people!” 

Not long after, Miles con-
tacted him for an interview 
at Fenestra. He wanted to 
work there, but was a little 
hesitant about taking a step 
back in his career. Not long 
after he accepted the job, 
Miles moved on and he 
found himself in the full 
swing of it, with an early 
harvest barreling down on 
him like a freight train. “It’s 
been super busy, non-stop, 
but it’s been the greatest 
thing ever for me. I love 
the challenges of how to fit 
everything in the cellar at 
harvest. It’s a real spatial 
puzzle.”

Luna also loves the chal-
lenge of working with new 
grapes, like Verdelho, which 
he just bottled. He says it’s 
his favorite of the whites he 
created in 2014. Another 
new grape to him is Gra-
ciano, one he describes as 
being really fun, entirely 
different and unmistakably 
fruity. Other grapes he’s 
jazzed about are Touriga 
Nacional, from vineyards 
in the Livermore Valley, and 
Tempranillo, from Lodi, a 
primary component of the 
ever popular True Red. But 
from a Livermore Valley 
perspective, he wants to 
focus on Petite Sirah. He’s 
really looking forward to 
working with Julio Covarru-

bias, the grower he calls “a 
true treasure in the area.” 

What changes is Luna 
making at Fenestra? His pri-
mary focus is on enhancing 
quality through improving 
efficiency. He plans to add 
a new crusher destemmer 
and a must pump, and will 
upgrade existing stainless 
tanks and tank stands so 
he can better control red 
wine fermentations during 
harvest.

Most of all, he’s look-
ing for quality grapes. He’s 
extremely happy with the 
Malbec, Cabernet Franc 
and Petit Verdot he acquired 
from Ghielmetti Vineyard: 
the latter two will go into the 
high end Bordeaux Blend, 
called “Conjugation.”  A real 
fan of Riesling, he plans to 
slowly bring the RS down 
in subsequent vintages of 
this grape they source from 
Wente in Arroyo Seco, mov-
ing it in a drier direction. 

Very slowly, he’s also 
making subtle changes in 
the cellar and in the tasting 
room environs. He’d like to 
somehow rein in the num-
ber of SKUs, but frankly, 
he’s come to realize that the 
winery’s diehard “Fenestra 
Fanatics,” a special breed 
of loyal wine club member, 
expect variety: in fact, the 
more the merrier. For sure, 
Luna is perfectly aligned 
with the open window of 
opportunity.

It’s also worth pointing 
out that Luna is one of four 
recent UC Davis graduates 
now working in the Liver-
more Valley wine industry, 
and they all know one an-
other. Could the sun and the 
moon be converging on a 
new dawn in the Livermore 
Valley?
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other state entities with no 
repayment planned. Most 
of this "redirect" is from the 
fuel tax portion of funding. 

There are eight State Ve-
hicular Recreation Areas. 
Today, there are none in 
Alameda (the eventual ex-
pansion of Carnegie will be 
in Alameda), Contra Costa, 
Marin, San Mateo, Santa 
Clara or Solano Counties. 
Contrast that to the number 
of state, regional and county 
parks in those counties, none 
of which allow for motor-
ized recreation. (Santa Clara 
County does have a small 
public riding area open to 
motorcycles and quads). 

OHVR in California is 
a 90 billion dollar industry; 
vehicles (both play and tow), 
gear, parts, repairs, food, 
camping, etc. Judging by 
the numbers of off highway 
vehicles being sold, it is 
growing, along with our re-
cuperating economy. Many 
of these vehicles are of the 
UTV variety (four wheels, 
roll cage, two to four pas-
senger) that cannot use a 
motorcycle venue. There are 
many businesses in Liver-
more today who benefit from 
the current park and OHMR 
in general. How can more 
visitors hurt the economy? 

The SVRA that is Carn-
egie today, has measurably 
healthier wildlife habitat 
than the adjacent land wait-
ing to be developed. We 
know this because the State 
is measuring regularly and 
consistently. Carnegie has 
also protected it's many 
archeological sites. State 
Parks, including SVRA's, 
have a strict task master, 
state law and the public that 
they serve. Do you simply 
find the sight of a bared 
trail to be abhorrent? Fair 
enough, but I get a bit angry 
every time I see a lone na-
tive oak in the middle of 
a pasture. I know that the 
peacefully grazing cattle 
have destroyed that tree's 
siblings, and, when that tree 
begins to die, it's off spring 
will be likewise trampled. 
One might argue that ranch-
ing is needed, and the oaks 
thrive elsewhere. True. 

Livermore, and Califor-
nia, stand to gain with the 
presence of the world class 
off highway park that will be 
the expanded more inclusive 
Carnegie SVRA. Off road 
motorized recreation is not 
for everyone. Nor are rock 
climbing, hiking, mountain 
biking, dog parks, etc, yet 
our parks provide these op-
portunities for those who 
want them. AND these parks 
are funded with tax dollars, 
paid by all of us. We, who 
enjoy off highway motor-
ized recreation, are simply 
asking for the same courtesy, 
much of it with the dollars 
we alone contribute. The 
Tesla area contiguous to the 
current Carnegie SVRA, 
was for sale. OHV fund dol-
lars purchased it to expand 
the park. The General Plan 
calls for the expansion. The 
public comments process is 
well underway. Those who 
object, can, have and con-
tinue to do so, but without a 
suggestion as to where these 
tax payers are supposed to 
recreate. 

To many of your readers 
and certainly to the support-
ers of Tesla "park", the defi-

nition of environmentalist 
may preclude off highway 
motorized recreation. I be-
lieve pragmatic environmen-
talists seek to manage and 
mitigate human activity. To 
make this activity an option 
for all in a designated area, 
where rules and laws are 
followed, is prudent policy. 
Across the street from a 
government research facil-
ity, on the site of a turn of 
the century mining facility 
where costly mitigation will 
be needed and required, and 
as a part of an already thriv-
ing SVRA with policies and 
procedures in place, sounds 
like just the right choice. 
Fortunately for us, the deci-
sion is made. 

It is time to build bridges. 
I encourage each of you to 
consider what we have in 
common and how we can 
work together building the 
kind of OHV recreation 
area that will benefit the 
larger Bay Area and the 
Livermore Valley. The con-
versation is long overdue. I 
am a registered Democrat, a 
wine enthusiast (especially 
Livermore), a grandmother, 
a small business co owner 
and many other descriptors 
which I probably share with 
many of you. Let the build-
ing begin. 

 
In Memory of Trees 
and Banners
Kristin Ekvall
Livermore

For so many years Liver-
more's Yellow Ribbon tree 
stood proudly in all her 
glory at the corner of South 
Livermore and First Street.  
This special tree spiraled tall 
under the protection of Old 
Glory.  Unfortunately, it is 
time to respectfully retire her 
with grace and honor.  When 
the Holiday lights came 
down, so did 278 weather 
tattered Yellow Bows that 
adorned the tree for all these 
years.  This Tree of Honor 
has now become a part of 
Livermore's history and I 
for one will never forget her 
meaning and beauty.

As I pass down First 
Street, I still remember the 
brilliance of those yellow 
bows against the dark green 
foliage.  A skirt of color  
around her base and all the 
Glory of the Red, White and 
Blue at her feet.  She will be 
missed, but not forgotten. 

As these years have 
passed, we  find ourselves 
still anxiously awaiting the 
return of our beloved troops  
– whoever thought that the 
Yellow Banners hanging 
on our street light poles 
would  succumb with age 
and weather conditions be-
fore all our deployed troops 
returned home.  Tattered 
and dirty, they deserve to be 
honorably retired just as we 
do for Old Glory, after years 
of service.  

These symbols of bravery 
and love for our Military 
will remain forefront in our 
hearts, and although we are 
saddened  by their absence, 
our pride for our young men 
and women still stands for-
ever strong.

Most of the banners are 
available to the families if 
you would like them – some 
in pieces torn by the wind – 

others dirty and tattered - not  
bright and clean as they were 
for many years, but just as 
important.  They too have 
done their duty to remind 
everyone who viewed them 
that America stands strong 
and we are so proud  . . .

Operation:S.A.M. has 
agreed to catalog  the ban-
ners by name to assist in 
their return so if you wish to 
have the banner, please send 
an email to operationsam@
comcast.net so arrangements 
can be made.  Please pro-
vide your loved one's name, 
your name and a phone 
number.  On April 15, 2015, 
all remaining banners will 
be Honorably Retired and 
become unavailable.

Remember to Vote
Mary McMahon
Livermore

On March 17 there will 
be a special election to vote 
for the 7th. District State 
Senate seat.

It is an unusual timing 
and you are only voting for 
one person.

For the price of two 
stamps and five minutes 
it can be done. One stamp 
goes onto the postcard that 
came  with the Voter Pam-
phlet last week, requesting 
a ballot. The second goes 
on the returned ballot. It will 
take 5 minutes to vote, sign 
the envelope and  put it out 
to  mail.

You will have done your 
civic duty and will feel good.

Beautification by 
Subtraction
Jay Davis
Livermore

One usually thinks of 
beautification by addition: 
planting, building, reshap-
ing, and so forth.   Occasion-
ally one can beautify by sub-
traction.  For over a decade, 
the south side of Concannon 
Avenue from Tesla to Wente 
has been burdened by an 
exceptionally ugly stretch of 
dead poplar trees.   Planted 
with the best of intent, these 
promptly died and have been 
an eyesore for years.

In the last two weeks, 
LARPD and Concannon 
have combined to assemble 
the resources, permissions 
and will to remove what has 
been an unsightly area for far 
too long.

Tim Barry of LARPD 
and John Sutton of the Wine 
Group should be congratu-
lated for this result.   The 
absence of something ugly 
may not be easily detected, 
but those who made it pos-
sible should be thanked and 
praised.   Any success in a 
private-public partnership is 
to be cherished.   In particu-
lar, they should be praised 
for enduring my nagging.

Nuclear Arsenal
Pamela Richard
Danville

Most people assume that 
the United States is in the 
process of dismantling a 
large part of its nuclear 
arsenal, with the implemen-
tation of the New START 
Treaty. Few realize that $1 
trillion of our hard-earned 

money is proposed for new 
nuclear weapons, and most 
of that will line the pockets 
of defense contractors and 
their cronies over the com-
ing three decades.

The fiscal year 2016 
budget contains nuclear 
weapons spending that busts 
the budget caps. Funding 
requested for the Energy De-
partment's National Nuclear 
Security Administration is 
increased by more than a bil-
lion dollars over the current 
year, to $12.6 billion, which 
is more than the U.S. spent 
on comparable activities 
during the cold war. Many 
additional billions are in the 
Pentagon budget.

This level of spending 
not only empties our pock-
etbooks, it puts Americans at 
risk in other ways. Recently, 
the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists moved its Dooms-
day Clock's hands to only 
three minutes to midnight. 
The Bulletin noted that nu-
clear weapons moderniza-
tion and lack of progress on 
disarmament were bringing 
us closer to annihilation, 
along with climate change.

There remain nearly 
17,000 nuclear weapons in 
the world, a number that can 
end life on our planet many 
times over. The U.S. leads in 
nuclear and military spend-
ing. This encourages "mod-
ernization” and proliferation 
in other countries.

Instead of spending $1 
trillion over the next thirty 
years to increase the nuclear 
danger, we should move the 
world toward a new era of 
disarmament. Our children 
and grandchildren could 
then know the true security 
of a world free of nuclear 
weapons.

Name Change
Tania Panarello
Livermore

Initially, I had mixed 
feelings about an outlet 
center coming to Livermore, 
but now they've changed 
the name to San Francisco 
Premium Outlets...? Why? 
We are not in San Francisco! 
We are the East Bay, or San 
Francisco Bay Area, but we 
are NOT San Francisco. 

What happened to put-
ting Livermore on the map? 
Why couldn't Simon put it 
to a vote and ask the citizens 
of Livermore, or even the 
citizens of the Tri-Valley, 
what our opinion was on the 
matter? Do we, as citizens of 
this fine town of which we 
are so proud, even get a vote 
on anything any more that 
happens in our town? What 
was wrong with Livermore 
Premium Outlets? Why not 
call the center Tri-Valley 
Outlets, Livermore Valley 
Outlets, or even Livermore 
Wine Country Outlets? On 
that note, we -- Livermore 
-- are about so much more 
than just wine (not to knock 
the wine!). We are our own 
unique mixture of western 
sophistication. We want to 
make Livermore a "destina-
tion vacation"? Let's focus 
on Livermore and what 
we have to offer -- not San 
Francisco.

(continued from page 4)

lage, where a hotel has been 
planned. Other proposed 
actions will focus on im-
proving parking and traffic, 
providing greater access to 
the downtown from the Pre-
mium outlets and wineries; 
keeping an eye on historic 
preservation and the cultural 
arts; and considering the as-
semblage of separate parcels 
into one parcel in the core 
area. A financial feasibility 
study and evaluation of op-
tions would be part of the 
entire process.

Councilmember Stewart 
Gary commented that there 
is a need to finish the down-
town. The entire council 
should be involved in the 
request for proposal (RFP) 
for the hotel.

Councilmember Bob Wo-
erner called the downtown 
the top priority. He sup-
ported a robust involvement 
on the part of the council in 
decision making related to 
a hotel. Woerner added that 
the visions put forward for a 
hotel range from a conven-
tion center to an upper end 
boutique hotel. 

Councilmember Steven 
Spedowfski would like to 

understand the economic 
impacts of a hotel amd con-
ference/event/center-enter-
tainment in connection with 
the outlets and wineries. 
When it comes to a hotel 
complex, he pointed out 
that the labs could use large 
spaces to hold conferences.

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts said, “I hear that the 
downtown is a big deal and 
now is the time to move for-
ward. It does need realloca-
tion of staff time and hiring 
consultants. There may be 
a need to acquire property 
to fill in holes. The basic 
framework of the specific 
plan is strong, but may need 
some updating."

He agreed that the coun-
cil would see the RFP for a 
hotel before it is sent out. 
“When responses come 
back, we will be able to see 
what the market says it can 
do and whether the propos-
als meet community goals.”

Several speakers urged 
the council to look at ways 
to enhance tourism, with a 
view to building a full ser-
vice hotel.

Dave Ackerman, manag-
er of the San Francisco Pre-

mium Outlets in Livermore, 
said that he’d love to see the 
council consider and thor-
oughly plan a significantly 
expanded strategy to build 
on the success of the outlets. 
The upcoming expansion 
will result in the most spec-
tacular outlet center in the 
state, he added. This creates 
a unique opportunity to grow 
tourism by taking advantage 
of the people already com-
ing to the outlets. Increased 
tourism would benefit not 
just the arts and wineries, but 
restaurants, shops, grocery 
stores and gas stations. 

He suggested increased 
signage to let people know 
what else is available for 
them to do and see in Liver-
more.

Barbara Steinfeld of Visit 
Tri-Valley was pleased that 
a hotel study was part of the 
planning process. She said 
that the RFP should include 
an entertainment center as 
a way to create an econom-
ic impact by encouraging 
people to stay overnight, to 
come for weekend activities. 
They would attend theaters 
and dine in local restaurants.

Dale Kaye, representing 

both Innovation Tri-Valley 
and the Livermore Chamber 
of Commerce, supported the 
idea of a hotel in the down-
town. “We have heard from 
multinational businesses the 
need for a full service hotel.”

Kaye noted that Liver-
more  wants  one of the 
most sought after work-
forces - those in technology. 
They are being recruited by 
employers in other cities. 
The city should look at how 
it can recruit people by pro-
viding additional amenities, 
cultural activities, entertain-
ment and enhanced quality 
of life, thus presenting a 
very lucrative package for 
employers to use to attract 
employees. 

Developer David Best 
from Shea Homes said that 
a vibrant downtown, events 
and entertainment make a 
pro forma for downtown 
residential better. Enter-
tainment venues encourage 
the development of other 
facilities. Residential devel-
opers are right behind. “The 
downtown is absolutely an 
attraction.”

He provided a letter from 
Steve Gilmour, president of 

Leisure Sports, a hotel and 
athletic club developer and 
operator. Gilmour wrote, “I 
believe it would be in the 
city’s best interest to study 
the opportunity to attract a 
400 room full service hotel 
if there were an adjacent 
convention, event and en-
tertainment venue. Without 
studying the opportunity 
for such a center, it is more 
likely that the city could only 
attract a limited service or 
extended stay hotel, missing 
out on millions of dollars 
of room tax revenue for the 
future of the city.”

BART TO LIVERMORE
Transportation and water 

infrastructure were consid-
ered regional issues that 
would require extensive city 
attention. 

BART to Livermore was 
seen as a major piece of the 
transportation puzzle. 

The city has budgeted 
$800,000 and is asking for 
an additional $250,000 to be 
added for each of two years. 
Money will come through 
a grant from MTC, traffic 
impact fees and other city 
revenues.  Staff and consul-
tants would  prepare the land 
use plan around the Isabel 
station, which will include 
community outreach and 
coordination with regional 
partners, BART, MTC and 
ACTC.

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts told the council that it 
will take ten years to bring 
BART to Livermore.

In addition to BART, 
options for consideration to 
deal with traffic include as-
sessment of bus service, as 
well as plans for enhanced 
ACE service. Completion of 
state route 84, I-580 projects 
and the extension of Dublin 
Boulevard to North Can-
yons Parkway were seen as 
necessary to improve traffic 
circulation in the region.

The current drought in 
California has raised ques-
tions regarding water supply 
reliability in the Tri-Valley. 
Since the Valley receives 
over 80 percent of its water 
supplies from the State Wa-
ter Project, dramatic reduc-
tions in deliveries from the 
State can impact the Tri-
Valley more severely than 
some other communities. 

The goal of a sustainable 
water supply will require 
Livermore staff to continue 
working with other Tri-Val-
ley water retailers to identify 
solutions and to implement 
programs cooperatively.

 To this end, there have 
been several recent meet-
ings to discuss water supply 
issues in the Tri-Valley at the 
elected-official level. 

Water reliability, council-
members said, was a region-
al issue and should be dealt 
with at that level. Council-
member Steven Spedowfski 
wanted more information on 
the use of RO. “I know we 
have a plant," he said. 

Staff noted that the plant 
was a demonstration project. 
The technology has changed 
since it was built. 

Gary pointed out that 
quality of life and future de-
velopment depend on water. 
"There could be constraints 
on development if we don’t 
solve the problem." 

JOBS AND BUSINESS-
ES

Another priority goal, as 
established by the council, 
would look at creating jobs 
to increase the tax base by 
retaining existing businesses 
and recruiting new busi-
nesses. Among the tasks are 
the following: technology 
driven economic develop-
ment, regulatory certainty 
and clarity, promotion of 
tourism involving the Pre-
mium Outlets, wineries and 
the downtown, and work-
force development.

The city would also con-
tinue to implement sound fi-
nancial practices. The coun-
cil was told that the financial 
area is currently strong with 
reserves completely funded. 
A plan has been identified on 
how to fully fund  retirement 
obligations currently at $60 
million. With payments of 
$6 million a year, the obliga-
tion will be fully funded in 
ten years.

 Maintenance of city as-
sets will be dealt with as 
studies are completed on 
what needs to be done and 
when. 

Staff noted that although 
the City of Livermore has 
emerged from the last re-
cession in relatively good 
shape, more work needs to 
be done to strengthen and 
improve its long-term finan-
cial stability. A commitment 
to control costs and maintain 
full time employment levels 
is critical until revenues 
have grown to a level that 

supports the City’s true op-
erating expenditures.

Proposed actions consid-
ered by the council include 
simplifying and streamlining 
entitlement and regulatory 
processes, providing assis-
tance to businesses hiring 
new employees, and imple-
menting various economic 
development incentive tools. 
There could be larger scale 
efforts, such as upgrading 
telecommunication infra-
structure for high speed 
data transfer, and improv-
ing the movement of goods 
and services by promoting 
regional transportation en-
hancements. 

QUALITY OF LIFE
The  final goal discussed 

would provide programs and 
services to enhance the qual-
ity of life in the city. The list 
of potential actions includes 
increasing community en-
gagement using technology 
and educational campaigns, 
maintaining and supporting 
open space preservation 
efforts in North Livermore 
and Doolan Canyon, foster-
ing the cultural arts, and 
protecting vital services. 
In addition, the city would 
seek regional coordination 
to address homelessness and 
affordable housing.

Councilmember Laureen 
Turner emphasized the need 
to work on the issue of 
homelessness.

The following informa-
tion was provided to the 
council: 

• Community build-
ing focuses on developing 
communication methods, 
outreach policies and com-
munity-centered programs 
that strengthen the sense of 
neighborhood and belong-
ing for all segments of the 
community. 

In response to commu-
nity building, Gary said 
that data on what the under-
served community thinks 
would be helpful. Who is 
struggling and why? That 
would allow the city to plan 
programs to deal with issues. 

Councilmember Lau-
reen Turner was interested 
in looking at the chang-
ing demography of the city 
and what services might be 
needed in the future.

• Technological advance-
ments in recent years will 
play a significant role in 
public safety in the future. 

Technology under con-
sideration in Livermore in-
cludes Automatic License 
Plate Readers (ALPR), Per-
sonal Body Cameras   worn 
on the body of law enforce-
ment officers to record both 
audio and video interactions, 
Public Video Surveillance 
and Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems (UAS) - better known 
as drones. Police Chief Mi-
chael Harris noted that the 
proper use of technology is 
a force multiplier for crime 
prevention, service delivery, 
and efficiency, which in turn, 
will have a positive impact 
on the quality of life in a 
community. 

In response to Harris’s 
discussion regarding tech-
nology, Turner raised the 
concern of privacy issues. 
However, if the technology 
would help to put officers in 
more places, that would be 
"fantastic," she said. 

Gary said he felt that 
decisions regarding tech-
nology use should be left to 
the police department, then 
brought to the council. Any 
technology chosen should 
solve an identified commu-
nity policing problem and 
improve safety.

Each councilmember was 
asked to state his or her vi-
sion for the city 15 to 20 
years from now.

Mayor John Marchand 
aimed at continuing to en-
hance the quality of life 
through economic growth 
and new businesses that 
would finance desired ser-
vices.

Laureen Turner declared 
that she would not like to see 
homeless people sleeping on 
the corner near Safeway.

Marchand commented 
that the region sends its 
homeless people to Liver-
more to handle.

Turner replied that they 
still need to be taken care of.

Gary supported appropri-
ate economic growth that 
would provide a quality 
place to live, work and play. 
He would not like to see high 
rises in the downtown.

Spedowfski wanted to 
retain the character of the 
community and its history, 
and continue enhancement 
of the arts in the downtown.

Woerner stated the city 
should be kept comfortable 
and safe, with attention to 
the downtown.  

LIVERMORE
(continued from page one)
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL NOTICES 
 Call  925-243-8000                                           

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500332
The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Fire Docs, 
48900 Mines Rd,  Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Rian Gillian Evitt, 48900 
Mines Rd, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Rian Evitt
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 20, 2015. Expires 
January 20, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3741.  Published January 
29, February 5, 12, 19, 2015.   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500588
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Ratinho 
Distributing, 454 Lindbergh 
Ave,  Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Carlos Ratinho, 454 Lind-
bergh Ave, Livermore, CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Carlos Ratinho
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 26, 2015. Expires 
January 26, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3742.  Published January 
29, February 5, 12, 19, 2015.   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500413
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Cake World, 
1550 Springtown Blvd, Apt 
6-B,  Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Gina Habib, 1550 Springtown 
Blvd, Apt 6-B, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Gina Habib

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2015. Expires 
January 21, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3743.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500690
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Mobile Live 
Scan, 4749 Bennett Dr. Suite 
E,  Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Kay French, 4749 Bennett Dr. 
Suite E, Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kay French
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2015. Expires 
January 28, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3744.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500024
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bee Sure Elec-
tric Company, 5445 Tree-
flower Dr,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Richard E. Jacobs, 5445 
Treeflower Dr, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Richard E. Jacobs
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 9, 2015. Expires 
January 9, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3745.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 499979
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Walovich 
Architects Group, 3875 Hop-
yard Rd Suite 170, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Walovich Architects, Inc, 
3875 Hopyard Rd Suite 170, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 

above on 10/2014.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Teresa Walovich, CFO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 8, 2015. Expires 
January 8, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3746.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500688
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Sanative Ways, 
428 North  L  Street,  Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jill Andrea Ulander, 1385 
Cameo Ct, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jill A. Ulander
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2015. Expires 
January 28, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3747.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500374
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: American 
Adorn, 1330 Saybrook Road,  
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jacqueline Taylor, 1330 
Saybrook Road, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jacqueline Taylor
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2015. Expires 
January 21, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3748.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500510
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: the 47th 
element, 622 Hamilton Way, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Karen Trown, 622 Hamilton 
Way, Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 

transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/13/15.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Karen Trown
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3749.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500862
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Delta Car-
pet Cleaning, 4749 Bennett 
Dr Suite E,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Rohn E. Strandberg, 4749 
Bennett Dr Suite E, Liver-
more, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Rohn E. Strandberg
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3750.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500861
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Live 
Scan, 186 South K Street,  
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Angela Jo Lamb (2)Jeff 
S. Lamb, 730 Farrington St, 
Mountain House, CA 95391
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Angela Lamb
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3751.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 444670

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Livermore Live Scan, 186 
South K Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550.

The Fictitious business Name 
Statement being abandoned 
was filed on 11/5/2010 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Kay French, 186 South K 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550
 Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Kay French
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3752. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500512
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Knowetry 
Consulting, 1020 Serpentine 
Ln, Ste 109, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Stacy Parson, 2169 Arlington 
Way, San Ramon, CA 94582
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/1/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Stacy Parson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3753.  Published February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500669
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Vision Cube 
Entertainment, 473 Armida 
Ct,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jamie Hartz, 473 Armida Ct, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jamie Hartz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 27, 2015. Expires 
January 27, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3755.  Published  February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501049
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Pythoness 
Press, 1968 Jonquil Cmn,  
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):

Anne Margaret Manay, 1968 
Jonquil Cmn, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Anne Margaret Manay
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 5, 2015. Expires 
February 5, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3756.  Published  February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 446782

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Accuvision Optometry, 2580 
Old 1st St, Livermore, CA 
94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement being abandoned 
was filed on 1/14/2011 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Viyada Joy Michelsen, 1065 
Wesley Ct #6, Walnut Creek, 
CA 94597
 Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Viyada J. Michelsen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3757. Published February 19, 
26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500907
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Accuvision 
Eyecare Optometry, 2580 
Old 1st St., Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Accuvision Eyecare Optom-
etry, 2580 Old 1st St., Liver-
more, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 01/01/2015.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: R. John Michelsen, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3758.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501198
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Passionate 
About Porcelain, 5793 Arlene 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Catherine Ann Houf, 5793 
Arlene Way, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 07/15/2005.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Catherine Ann Houf
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 9, 2015. Expires 
February 9, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3759.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500834
The following person(s) doing 
business as: American Cus-
tom Contractors, 2121 West-
brook Lane, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Kerry Lee Kiernan, 2121 
Westbrook Lane, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/3/2002.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kerry Lee Kiernan
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 30, 2015. Expires 
January 30, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3760.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at  
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.   On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 

information, call Terry at  
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

MERCHANDISE
114) FOR SALE

ONLINE AUCTION
Farm/Antique Auction

(Fairgrounds)
Pleasanton, CA

Alameda Fairgrounds must 
sell a portion of their farm 
displays to make room for 
the new remodel!

Lots of Unique Farm Equip-
ment & Collectibles will be 
sold to the highest bidder!!

Bidding Starts: 2/21/15
Bidding Closes: 2/24/15
Preview: Sat. & Mon. of 
the Sale

www.bidcal.com
530-345-0840

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
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DANVILLE   $3,790,000

5870 Bruce Drive  |  6bd/6(1)ba
Dan Gamache, Jr  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

NEWARK   $805,888

36384 Tudor  |  4bd/3ba
Leslie Faught  |  925.251.1111

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00PM

PLEASANTON   $747,000

3997 Fernwood  |  4bd/2ba
Caroline Barnes  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $598,000

3881 Pestana Way  |  3bd/2ba
Linda Futral  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $3,300,000

6010 Alisal Street  |  4bd/3(2)ba
Moxley Team  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $699,000

4237 Garibaldi Place  |  3bd/2.5ba
Sylvia Desin  |  925.251.1111

COMING SOON

LIVERMORE   $649,000

568 Emerald  |  3bd/2ba
Gina Huggins  |  925.251.1111

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00PM

FREMONT   $789,200

35970 Wellington Place  |  3bd/2ba
Kim Ott  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

DUBLIN   $529,500

5501 De Marcus Blvd #272  |  3bd/2ba
Blaise Lofland  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $554,950

1234 N P St  |  3bd/2ba
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

DUBLIN   $640,000

3468 Palermo Way  |  2bd/2(1)ba
Moxley Team  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $399,950

4603 Apple Tree Common  |  2bd/2ba
Kelly King  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

Alain Pinel Realtors

YOUR HOME AWAITS

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Pleasanton/Livermore Valley   925.251.1111

Nature Programs
Olivina will be the topic 

of a program presented by the 
Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District ranger staff on Sat., 
Feb. 21. Meet Raner Darren 
Segur at 10 a.m. at Sycamore 
Grove Park, 1051 Wetmore Rd. 

What do the old ruins in the 
middle of the park, the stone 
arch at the corner of Wetmore 
and Arroyo Road and the walnut 
lanes between them have in 
common? They were all bound 
together by one man. Join this 
program to look at the life and 
times of Julius Paul Smith and 
the estate he created. This will 
be a slow-paced, one-mile walk 
with a slight elevation gain. 
Bring water, proper shoes and a 
camera if you like. Call 925-960-
2400 to reserve a seat in the van 
to take you to the walk starting 
point. Canceled if raining.

On Sun., Feb. 22 the topic 
will be The Livermore Lynx. 
Meet Ranger Doug Sousa at 
10 a.m. at the Sycamore Grove 
Nature Area entrance (call for 
directions).

Come learn about Sycamore 
Grove’s “other” fascinating fe-
line – the bobcat. This program 
will discuss its adaptability, 
prey, use of territory and some of 
its challenges. After the discus-
sion, head out on a short walk to 
try and spot any of these elusive 
cats. Please call 925-960-2400 
if you need directions to the 
Nature Area Entrance. Canceled 
if raining heavily.

There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. A $3 
donation is requested to help 
support the programs unless 
other fees are specified. Partici-
pants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Dublin Police Services
Adults who reside or work 

in Dublin many now apply for 
the Dublin Police Services 2015 
Citizens’ Police Academy. The 
ten-week program will be held 
on Wednesdays, from 5:00 PM 
to 8:00 PM, beginning on April 
1. The Academy will culminate 
with a graduation on June 3.

The goal of the Citizens’ 
Academy is to teach the pub-
lic about law enforcement 
operations, foster kinship be-
tween the community and law 
enforcement, and to promote 
community policing by sup-
porting and encouraging citizen 
involvement.

The Academy will offer 
instruction by experienced law 
enforcement staff. Participants 
will have an opportunity to tour 

the Alameda County Crime Lab, 
Coroner’s Office, Juvenile Hall, 
Santa Rita Jail (the fifth largest 
jail in the nation), as well as get 
a taste of officer training at the 
Emergency Vehicle Operations 
Course (EVOC).

Sessions are limited to 25 
participants on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Potential 
participants must be at least 18 
years old and must successfully 
complete a background inves-
tigations check, sign waiver 
forms, and be approved by 
the Chief of Police. Felony 
convictions or serious criminal 
arrests are cause for dismissing 
an applicant.

Applicants may complete 
an online application at www.
dublin.ca.gov/citizensacad-
emy2015 or obtain a hard copy 
application by e-mail, fax, or in 
person at Dublin Police Servic-
es, 100 Civic Plaza. To request 
that an application be sent to you 
by e-mail or fax, please contact 
Officer Channing Rhodes or Of-
ficer Christina Blaylock at (925) 
833-6622 or (925) 833-6690, 
or e-mail channing.rhodes@
dublin.ca.gov or christina.
blaylock@dublin.ca.gov. Once 
completed, applications may be 
submitted by e-mail, fax, mail, 
or in person. The application 
deadline is March 20, 2015.

Fair Board Opening
The Board of Directors for 

the Alameda County Agricultur-
al Fair Association announced 
its intent to fill one vacant posi-
tion on the Fair Board. 

All interested parties are 
required to complete and sub-
mit a formal application by 
Friday, March 27, 2015. Formal 
Applications are available by 
calling the CEO’s office at 
(925) 426-7501 or download-
ing it from the website: www.
alamedacountyfair.com. 

Applicants should include 
information on their community 
involvement, as well as brief de-
tail on how their experience and 
professional expertise would 
be of benefit to the Fair Asso-
ciation. Applicants must reside 
within the County of Alameda 
and be at least 18 years of age. 

Submissions should be ad-
dressed: Alameda County Agri-
cultural Fair Association, Attn: 
Nomination Committee c/o 
CEO’s Office, 4501 Pleasanton 
Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 94566

The Board of Directors is 
responsible for policy over-
sight and general operation of 
the 267-acre Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. 

For more information, visit 
www.AlamedaCountyFair.com, 
or call (925) 426-7600.

Give Blood
During Red Cross Month in 

March, the American Red Cross 
reminds eligible blood donors 
that it doesn’t take a cape or 
superpowers to be a hero. By 
donating blood, donors can be-
come a hero for patients in need.

Red Cross Month is dedicat-

ed to the everyday heroes who 
support the Red Cross mission 
by giving blood, volunteering 
their time, learning lifesaving 
skills or making a financial 
contribution.

The need for blood is con-
stant. Donors with all blood 
types are needed, particularly 

those with types O negative, A 
negative and B negative. 

To learn more about donat-
ing blood and to schedule an 
appointment, download the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visit redcrossblood.org or call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).
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Two unique yet themati-
cally related installations 
will be on view at the Fire-
house Arts Center public 
spaces from February 25 
through April 4. Oil painter 

Vincent Liu, currently 
from Saratoga, exhibits a 
series of works depicting 
firefighters.  Concurrently, 
watercolor artist Robin 
Purcell of Danville shows 

a collection of paintings 
featuring Mt. Diablo after 
the 2014 wildfires.   

Harrington Gallery 
curator Julie Finegan was 
inspired to create the inter-
related exhibits after seeing 
works by both artists that 
were included in recent 
major Harrington Gal-
lery installations.  “After 
seeing a beautiful painting 
of his (Liu) in the 2014 
Fresh Works exhibit,” says 
Finegan, “I invited him to 
show a series of the same 
subject, and he has made 
four additional large-scale 
paintings that I’ll be proud 
to display.” 

Purcell’s watercolors of 
post-fire Mt. Diablo came 
to Julie Finegan’s atten-
tion when Purcell submit-
ted work for this year’s 
California Watercolor 
Association (CWA) ex-
hibit, also at the Harrington 
Gallery.  “I invited her to 
show her work at the same 
time as Vincent since the 
subject matter is related,” 
continues Finegan.  “Her 
paintings are landscapes 
that show the colors re-
emerging after the devasta-
tion of the fire.”

The works of these two 
interesting artists is open 
to view during Firehouse 
open hours: Wednesday 
through Saturday, 12:00-
5:00 p.m., Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m.  The Fire-
house Arts Center is locat-
ed in downtown Pleasanton 
at 4444 Railroad Avenue.  
Admission is free.

For more information, 
contact Gallery Director: 
JFinegan@cityofpleas-
antonca.gov, or call the 
gallery: 925-931-4849.

The Livermore Valley 
Opera  (LVO) presents 
Donizetti’s Lucia di Lam-
mermoor, a dramatic and 
tragic story of love that 
turns into death. Arias in 
the opera launched the 
careers of opera’s most 
famous divas.  

LVO offers four perfor-
mances over two week-
ends: March 14, 7:30 p.m. 
opening night; March 15, 2 
p.m.; March 21, 7:30 p.m., 
and March 22, 2 p.m. An 
opening night gala celebra-
tion dinner will be held at 
Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard, 

4:30pm (separate ticket 
purchase).

 Lucia di Lammermoor, 
a tragic story, serves as a 
protest against deceitful 
tactics and a practice of 
forced marriage that is still 
practiced in some parts 

Special Exhibits Feature Firefighter 
Homage and Mt. Diablo 2014 Vistas

Vincent Liu painting

Watercolor by Robin Purcell

Donizetti’s Opera Lucia di 
Lammermoor Opens at Bankhead

(continued on page 2)
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of the world. Lucia is a 
beautiful young woman 
deeply in love with a 
young man from a family 
hated by her villainous 
brother.  Her brother 
forces her into a politi-
cal marriage for his own 
benefit, using deceit, lies, 
and forgery. 

 Written and per-
formed in Italian, the 
opera is loosely based 
upon Sir Walter Scott's 
historical novel The Bride 
of Lammermoor. In a 
feud between the Scottish 
families of Ravenswood 
and Lammermoor, Enrico 
(Lord Henry Ashton of 
Lammermoor) has 
gained the upper hand 
over Edgardo (Edgar of 
Ravenswood), killing his 
kinsmen and taking over 
his estates. By the time 
of the opera's action, how-
ever, Enrico's fortunes 
have begun to wane. 
In political disfavor, he 
stakes all on uniting his 
family with that of Arturo 
(Lord Arthur Bucklaw), 
whom he means to force 
his sister, Lucia (Lucy 
Ashton), to marry.

 Although the tale ends 
in tragedy for everyone, 
Donizetti's not-to-be-
missed music is among 
the most glorious in opera 
and its “Mad Scene” has 
been a dramatic and vocal 
vehicle for making stars 
of sopranos like Maria 
Callas and Dame Joan 
Sutherland.  “Lucia” is 
most known for "Chi mi 
frena in tal momento," 
performed by a sextet, is 
the opera’s most recog-
nized melody which has 
been featured in many 
films.

 Tenor Christopher 
Bengochea, an LVO 
favorite,  will perform the 
role of Edgardo alongside 
soprano Erin Sanzero 

as Lucia.  Another LVO 
favorite and charismatic 
performer is baritone 
Roberto Perlas Gomez as 
Enrico.

“Donizetti’s extrava-
gant and beautiful music 
will transport you to a 
world of brooding power, 
spectacular emotion and 
vocal pyrotechnics,” says 
Artistic Director and Mu-
sic Conductor Alexander 
Katsman.

 Opera Week Special 
Events

 • Opening Night 
Gala at Uncle Yu’s at the 
Vineyard ticket includes 
wine donated by one of 
Livermore Valley's  new-
est wineries Dante Robere 
Vineyards, appetizers and 
dinner at Uncle Yu's at the 
Vineyard, followed by a 
dessert reception in the 
Bankhead Theater lobby. 
The welcome reception of 
wine and appetizers be-
gins at 4:00 pm and seat-
ing at 5:00 pm at Uncle 
Yu's, conveniently located 
one-half block from the 
theater. Guests will have a 
chance to meet the Stage 
Director Candace Evans 
and Alexander Katsman, 
LVO’s Artistic Director 
and Music Conductor.

 Gala Tickets are $85. 
They are available through 
Bankhead Theater box of-
fice. Raffle tickets will be 
sold during the Gala for a 
chance to win a Neiman 
Marcus of Walnut Creek 
gift certificate.  Proceeds 
from the evening allow 
LVO to continue its mis-
sion of bringing quality 
opera to the Tri-Valley and 
beyond.

 • Ice Cream & Opera 
Sunday matinees of 
Livermore Valley Opera 
productions offer an extra 
tasty treat with ice cream 
for all at intermission.   
Ice cream for this event is 

donated by Safeway.
 • Pre-opera talk; artist 

reception: Included in the 
ticket price are pre-opera 
talks providing insights to 
the featured opera, held 
one hour prior to curtain.

 LVO’s traditional artist 
reception is held in the 
lobby immediately follow-
ing each performance.

 The Bankhead Theater 
is located at 2400 First 
Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may 
be purchased at the box 
office, online at www.
bvankheadtheater.org or 
by calling 373-6800.

Tickets are adults $39-
$84, students 18 years 
and younger $10 off on 
all days, all seating sec-
tions. Student ID required.  
Opening night Gala tick-
ets are a separate ticket 
purchase of $85.

Christopher Bengochea 
is a prize winning interna-
tional opera tenor who has 
been heralded as having 
“power, sure intonation, 
and fine diction that come 
in a package tied with a 
ribbon of ‘natural sound.’ 
He performed the title role 
in Idomeneo to enormous 
success. Jason Victor 
Serinus of Opera News 
says: “Tenor Christopher 
Bengochea’s dark-hued 
(voice)...conquered 
virtually every vocal 
hurdle Mozart set out for 
Idomeneo ... Bengochea’s 
performance was excep-
tional.” 

Soprano Erin Sanzero 
(Lucia) makes her role 
debut as Lucia in Lucia 
di Lammermoor with 
Livermore Valley Opera. 
Her recent performance 
in Gregory Spear’s Paul’s 
Case at the Prototype 
Festival in New York City 
was declared one of the 
top 10 musical events 
of 2014 by Alex Ross of 

The New Yorker.  Anne 
Midgette of The Washing-
ton Post praised her “…
assured high soprano” in 
UrbanArias’ production of 
John Musto and William 
Bolcom’s comic double 
bill Bastianello and Lu-
crezia. 

Roberto Perlas Gomez, 
baritone, with over eighty 
roles to his credit,  has 
performed extensively 
throughout the United 
States. He has performed 
supporting roles with 
Michigan Opera, Los 
Angeles Opera, San Diego 
Opera, and San Fran-
cisco Opera. He has done 
multiple leading roles 
with most of the regional 
companies in California.  

Conductor Alexander 
Katsman  is the Artistic 
and Music Director for 
Livermore Valley Op-
era. An alumnus of the 
San Francisco Opera’s 
Merola Opera Program, 
Mr. Katsman received his 
M.M. from St. Peters-
burg Rimsky-Korsakov 
State Conservatory and 
his B.M. cum laude from 
Mussorgsky College of 
Music in St.Petersburg, 
Russia. Since his arrival in 
the United States, Alex-
ander has been sought 
after as a conductor and 
collaborative pianist.   

Stage Director Candace 
Evans is a director and 
choreographer known for 
the clarity of her story 
telling; praised by Opera 
News for her “flawless 
sense of timing.” Evans 
was trained as an opera 
singer, danced with the 
Wisconsin Ballet Com-
pany, and toured the 
world as a stage actor; a 
combination which gives 
her a most unique ability 
to understand the disci-
plines essential to artistic 
success. 

LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR
(continued from front page)

Roberto Perlas Gomez Erin Sanzero

Christopher Bengochea Candace Evans
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When The Intergalactic Nemesis Live-Action Graphic 
Novel premiered, more than 2,100 people turned out. 
Shortly thereafter, it was featured on NPR and Conan 
O’Brien. 

Now, in its third touring season, the production has hit 
more than 80 venues around the US, UK, and Canada, 
including a run at the New Victory Theatre on Broadway. 

It will be staged at the Bankhead Theater in Livermore 
at 8 p.m. on Sat., Feb. 28.

The Intergalactic Nemesis mashes up comic-book and 
radio-play formats into a one-of-a-kind theatrical experi-
ence, a new art form, the Live-Action Graphic Novel.

The premise is simple: a period adventure story (with 
no small share of laughs) featuring Pulitzer-winning re-
porter Molly Sloan, her intrepid assistant Timmy Mendez, 
and a mysterious librarian named Ben Wilcott as they face 
the most serious threat Earth has ever known: an impend-
ing invasion of sludge monsters from the planet Zygon.

Three actors voice the dozens of characters, a Foley art-
ist creates all the sound effects, and a pianist plays a cin-
ematic score, while more than 1,250 individual full-color 
hi-res comic book panels tell a hilarious sci-fi adventure 
story visually from an enormous movie screen.  

The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore. Tickets may be purchased at the 
theater box office, on-line at www.bankheadtheater.org or 
by calling 373-6800.

A Mash Up of Comic-Book and 
Radio-Play Tell of the Battle 
with an Intergalactic Nemesis

B A N K H E A D  T H E A T E R  14 /15

BUY TICKETS 
call  925.373.6800     

click  bankheadtheater.org      

come by  2400 First Street, Livermore

Young Love
LIVERMORE-AMADOR SYMPHONY
Sat FEB 21 8pm

The Intergalactic Nemesis
TARGET EARTH:  
A LIVE-ACTION GRAPHIC NOVEL
Sat FEB 28 8pm

Cirque Zuma Zuma 
ASTONISHING AFRICAN ACROBATICS
Thu MAR 5 7:30pm

Riders In The Sky 
AMERICA’S FAVORITE COWBOYS
Fri MAR 6 8pm

Official Blues Brothers Revue
PRESENTED BY: DAN AYKROYD & JUDY BELUSHI
Sat MAR 7 8pm

Lucia di Lammermoor
LIVERMORE VALLEY OPERA

Sat MAR 14, 21 7:30pm

Sun MAR 15, 22 2pm

Granada High School's second trimester play will 
feature a new stage adaptation of a classic coming-of-
age book, "The Outsiders."

"The Outsiders" was written by a high school girl in 
the 1960s.  Granada senior Sam Schwartz is directing 
her own adaptation of the book written by Oklahoma 
writer S.E. Hinton. The book has sold 14 million cop-
ies, since publication in 1967. The author went on to a 
career of writing books for teen-agers.

There was a previous stage adaptation of "The 
Outsiders." A 1983 movie by Francis Ford  Coppola 
featured Patrick Swayze, Tom Cruise, Matt Dillon, Rob 
Lowe and Emilio Estavez.

Sam said that her adaptation is more faithful to the 
book than either of the other two. She wanted to adhere 
to the original story line as a way of honoring the book, 
because it means so much to her.

"I first read the book in the 6th grade. I fell in love 
with it," said Sam.  She liked the book's theme of por-
traying the conflict between a middle class gang of boys 
and a working class gang. 

"I love the story, and even the author's back story. 
She published under her initials, because her editor said 
that no one would believe that a woman could write it 
(about gangs of boys). She wrote it when she was 16, so 
I said, 'Why can't I do that?"

Sam's adaptation received high praise by drama 
teacher Jefrey Watts. "I ordered some scripts for the 
play from a publisher, and gave Sam a copy. I didn't 
see her for a week. Then she came back and told me 
that she hated the script. She gave me a binder with her 
entire play (adaptation) in it. I was floored."

"When I read her version, I preferred it to the 
script that I purchased from the outside company. She 
included scenes that were only tangentially discussed 
in the earlier script. It was much more faithful to the 
source material. and had several scenes I thought were 
necessary for an emotional connection," said Watts.

In the past, Watts has had student directors who have 
assisted him. This is the first play that he has turned 
over entirely to a student to direct. He has been avail-
able to give advice. The whole production is student-
driven.  Watts said he is designing the program, which 
he said something he enjoys doing.

The story takes place in a town with a North Zone, 
where the lower income teen-agers are located, and a 
South Zone, where the better-off  teen-agers live. 

One of the North Zone boys is jumped by South 
Zone boys, and beaten up. There is an attempt at rec-
onciliation. However, a fight breaks out, and one of the  
South Zone boys is accidentally stabbed, and dies. 

In a panic, the boy with the knife flees with a friend 
to another town. There are more plot twists, but audi-
ences will have to see the play to see what they are. It 
will be staged at the Granada Little Theater.

Granada Senior Adapts 
Book for Coming Play

There are approximately 20 actors in the cast. Re-
hearsals are going well, said Sam. "The cast is extremely 
dedicated. They are all fantastic. We are at a really strong 
point," she  said.

Performances will be Feb. 26 and 27, and March 4 
through 7. All are at 7 p.m., with the exception of March 
4, which will begin at 2:30 p.m.. All are in the Little The-
ater at the school, 400 Wall Street, Livermore.
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Rebecca Frank McK-
inney, who grew up in 
Livermore, is celebrating 
the publication of her first 
novel, Blast Radius. The 
novel, set in Scotland, tells 
the story of Sean McNi-
col, a former soldier who 
returns from Afghanistan, 
suffering both the physical 
and emotional wounds of 
war and struggling to find 
his place in a hometown 
he never wanted to come 
back to. 

Sean is pursued by 
the restless spirit of his 
best friend Mitch, who 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Shakespeare’s Associates and The City of Dublin presented the Sonnet Cafe at the 
Dublin Heritage Center Sunday School Barn. Shakespeare’s Associates performers 
performed an evening of sonnets and poems of passion. The performance was part 
of  Romancing the Arts. 

Rebecca Frank McKinney 
Publishes First Novela

died saving his life in 
Helmand and now talks 
to him from beyond the 
grave: teasing, singing, 
tormenting and causing 
him to question his own 
sanity on a daily basis.

Blast Radius has 
been described as “…a 
ghost story, a tentative 
romance, a portrait of a 
man trying to put his life 
back together…a beauti-
ful, sad and urgent book 
about modern-day Brit-
ain, about what war does 
to people, about hope and 
hopelessness, about love 

and acceptance and about 
learning to let go.’ (www.
booktrust.org.uk).

Rebecca grew up 
in Livermore. She is 
the daughter of local 
residents Alan and Peggy 
Frank. She graduated 
from Livermore High 
School in 1989 and 
credits inspirational 
teacher Martha Edelman 
for kindling her interest 
in history and contem-
porary political events. 
She moved to Scotland in 
1994 to attend graduate 
school at Edinburgh Uni-
versity. After meeting her 
husband Craig decided to 
settle there permanently. 
She now lives outside 
of Edinburgh with Craig 
and their two children. 
Rebecca has been writing 
for fun since her teens 
and has previously pub-
lished short stories and 
poetry. She describes the 
publication of a novel as 
the achievement of a life-
long aspiration, and hopes 
that it will be the first of 
many.

For American readers, 
Blast Radius will provide 
a vivid picture of life in 
contemporary small-town 
Scotland, where com-
munities are affected by 
the long-term decline of 
traditional industries such 
as coal mining as well as 
by the recent recession, 
and where many young 
men feel that the armed 
forces are their only route 
into employment.  

Blast Radius is pub-
lished by the award-win-
ning Scottish publisher 
Sandstone Press. It will 
be released on February 
19th. It is available in the 
US via Amazon or order 
from local bookstores. 

 

Rebecca Frank McKinney

Whistlestop Writers 
will host an open mic 
for writers of all genres 
on Wednesday, February 
25, 2015, from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. at Swirl on the 
Square, 21 South Liver-
more Avenue, in downtown 
Livermore. 

Whistlestop Writers to Host Weekly Open Mic
Join us for an evening 

of great food, great wine, 
and great writing. Cynthia 
Patton, the event’s host, 
says: “It's a new year. What 
are you doing to support 
your writing resolutions? 
Even if you don’t have 
anything to read, show up 

and get inspired!” 
The Whistlestop Writers 

Open Mic will continue 
on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month. For more 
information go to http://
facebook.com/Whistlestop-
Writers or call 925-890-
6045. 

Ansal Zaheer of Dublin 
High School was the win-
ner of the Rotary Club of 
Dublin’s Youth Speech 
Contest held on Tuesday, 
February 10. His five min-
ute speech focused on the 
theme, “Light Up Rotary," 
the Rotary International 
theme for 2014-2015. 

Dublin High’s Nick Pa-
dros and Valley High’s Ali-
yah Martin also competed 
for top honors, incorporat-
ing the Rotary 4-Way Test 
into their presentations.

Rotary’s 4-Way Test: 1. 
Is it the truth? 2. Is it fair 
to all concerned? 3. Will it 
build goodwill and better 
friendships? 4. Will it be 

beneficial to all concerned?
Rotary clubs of District 

5170 sponsor the Richard 
D. King Annual Youth 
Speech Contest with three 
objectives in mind:

• To help young people 
know the importance of 
speaking effectively before 
a group;

• To expand public 
knowledge, especially 
among young people, of 
what Rotary is and does 
throughout the world;

• To allow high school 
students the opportunity to 
compete for $1550.00 in 
prize money.

The money is awarded 
with “no strings attached,” 

but it is hoped it will be 
used to further the stu-
dent’s education.

Dublin Mayor Dave 
Haubert presented Ansal 
Zaheer with the $100.00 
prize. Zaheer will have an 
opportunity to advance to 
the Rotary’s Area Speech 
Contest where he will 
compete against other 
Tri-Valley contest winners 
for a first place prize of 
$200.00, and second place 
prize of $100.00. The first 
place Tri-Valley winner 
will have an opportunity 
to advance to Rotary’s 
Regional Competition to 
compete for $250 and the 
chance to earn $1000 at the 
District Finals this Spring.

Dublin High Senior Wins Rotary Club of 
Dublin Youth Speech Contest
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By Carol Graham
The 53rd annual Solo & Ensemble Festival, hosted 

by the Livermore school district's music department, 
will take place on Saturday, February 28th at Las Positas 
College.  

With around 200 music students participating each 
year, the festival consists of a three-tiered event that 
offers students an opportunity to perform alone or in 
groups.  Beginning at 8:30 a.m., students have five min-
utes to perform in front of a clinician, one of a group of 
public school educators known for their expertise both as 
musicians and teachers.  

"Our main purpose, besides fostering a love of mu-
sic, is to give students a chance to perform in smaller 
ensembles such as duet, trios, or quartets, as well as the 
chance to perform as a soloist with an accompanist," says 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District music 
teacher Kathy Boster. 

After each performance, the soloist or ensemble 
receives comments and an age-appropriate rating, which 
ranges from "needs improvement" to "superior." 

Several dozen performers are chosen to participate in 

Lisa A. Tromovitch was named President of the Shake-
speare Theatre Association (STA). STA is an international 
forum for theaters primarily involved with the production 
of the works of Shakespeare. The 25th annual STA con-
ference was held in early January in San Francisco and 
gathered 125 representatives from Shakespeare theaters 
from all over the world.

Tromovitch is the founder and artistic director of 
Shakespeare's Associations, producers of Livermore 

Music Festival 
Features Soloists 
and Ensembles

the next tier, the Command Screening.  Of these, around 
15 will move to the top tier, the Command Performance, 
which is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m.  

"The whole process of seeing kids take on a challenge, 
work toward a goal, then put their effort in front of judges 
they do not know and receive criticism (supportive, con-
structive and friendly) contributes to a final  product that 
is often absolutely amazing," said district music teacher 
Michael Divita.

Musicians range from 5th grade through high school 
seniors.  "Many of the younger students are beginners 
while the older students are obviously more advanced, but 
all participants benefit from input and feedback from an 
expert besides their respective teachers," said Boster.  

This is the first year the festival will take place at Las 
Positas College's Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts.  
"This could become a huge asset to the quality of the 
venue as well as provide a link between the K12 school 

system and the collegiate level," said Divita.
The festival, including the Command Performance, are 

free and open to the public.  
"We hope the audience sees that the music program is 

alive and well, and worthy of community support," said 
Boster.  "We hope that the students discover enjoyment in 
performing a different type of music." 

The festival features "art" music - no pop, rock or jazz, 
said Divita.  Performance literature will consist of classi-
cal pieces. 

"Seeing our students excel, seeing them feel rewarded 
for their effort, and perhaps realize a thrill and love of 
another type of music they haven't done before is the best 
part," said Boster.

Added Divita, "We hope audience members feel satis-
fied that these kids are involved in a worthwhile activity, 
and that young students can do amazing things when 
given guidance, opportunity and a challenge."

Shakespeare Festival.
Tromovitch states, "STA members have given me so 

much over the years since I joined in 1998, as founder 
of Maine Shakespeare Festival, that this opportunity 
to give to the organization in a substantial way is very 
welcome. I've often called the STA conference 'my MFA 
in artistic direction'. The STA founders literally put their 
arms around my shoulders and counseled me on every-
thing from play selection to legal issues about how to run 

a company. It was at STA that I learned in depth about 
Canadian scholar Neil Freeman's work with early texts. It 
is his texts that we use at LSF every year." 

Livermore Shakespeare Festival will be held at 
Wente Vineyards Estate Winery and Tasting Room July 
2 through August 2, 2015. Tickets will be available at 
LivermoreShakes.org or by calling (925) 443-BARD 
starting in March of 2015.

Lisa A. Tromovitch Named President of the Shakespeare Theatre Association

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Students at Christensen Middle School rehearse for the festival.
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A family movie day featuring Ratatouille will be held 
at 3:30 p.m. on Fri., Feb. 20 at the Livermore Civic Cen-
ter Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. The event is part of 
the Livermore Reads Together program. 

The program will be repeated on Mon., Feb. 23 at 6 
p.m. at the Rincon Library, 725 Rincon Ave.

In this animated adventure by Disney-Pixar, a rat 
named Remy dreams of becoming a great French chef 
despite his family's wishes and the obvious problem of 
being a rat in a decidedly rodent-phobic profession. When 
fate places Remy in the sewers of Paris, he finds himself 
ideally situated beneath a restaurant made famous by his 
culinary hero, Auguste Gusteau. Despite the apparent 
dangers of being an unlikely - and certainly unwanted - 
visitor in the kitchen of a fine French restaurant, Remy's 
passion for cooking soon sets into motion a hilarious and 

Family Movie Day Among Library's Livermore Reads Together Events

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Del Valle Fine Arts sponsored a visit by the  Cypress Strings Quartet at  Arroyo Seco 
and Jackson Avenue elementary schools last week. The group also performed at the 
Bankhead Theater.  Members of the Cypress String Quartet are Cecily Ward, violin; 
Tom Stone, violin; Ethan Filner, viola; and Jennifer Kloetzel, cello.  

By D. Munro
Last Saturday, Val-

entine’s Day celebra-
tions rocked Downtown 
Livermore, but inside the 
Bankhead Theater, the 
Cypress String Quartet 
turned cacophony into 
beautiful harmony. Each 
musical selection captured 
the many faces of love, 
reminding listeners that 
romance is more than fine 
wine and flowery talk. 
Filtered through the genius 
of Beethoven, Dvorak, and 
the recently rediscovered 
Ervin Schulhoff, it’s as 
rough as it is tender, as 
devilish as it is heavenly. 

The San Francisco-
based Cypress Quartet has 
been dazzling audiences 
here and abroad for almost 
two decades. Saturday 
night’s performance was 
no exception. The Quartet 
realized each piece with 
deft precision and deep 
emotion. It captured the 
power and nuance that 
make chamber music so 
satisfying—a luscious bite 
of Valentine’s Day choco-
late. 

Before playing, mem-
bers of the Quartet framed 
each piece with stories 
about their composers. The 
combination of education 
and music is a hallmark not 

only of the Cypress String 
Quartet, but also of Del 
Valle Fine Arts, the orga-
nization that brought the 
Quartet to the Bankhead. 
In this way, they help audi-
ences use chamber music 
to travel back to what 
cellist Jennifer Kloetzel 
described as a “simpler, 
more luscious time.” 

During Saturday’s 
concert, the first destina-

tion was the Austrian salon 
where Beethoven’s String 
Quartet in C minor, Opus 
18, No. 4 first premiered.  
The piece begins with a 
nod to Haydn and Mozart, 
but it’s not long before the 
young Beethoven’s voice 
breaks through: brood-
ing, devilish, and soaring.  
One of the few minor key 
quartets of its time, this 
piece helped Beethoven 

lay groundwork for the 
unbridled harmonies and 
raw emotion that would 
become hallmarks of the 
Romantic Era.

Next, we traveled to the 
battlefields of World War 
I, where Ervin Schulhoff 
wrote Divertimento for 
String Quartet, Opus 14. 
War horns and the piz-
zicato tramp of soldier’s 
boots pervade the first 

A Valentine from the Cypress String Quartet
movement, while subse-
quent ones paint a picture 
of Europe at the turn of the 
century, incorporating the 
jazz of German cabaret and 
the impressionism of De-
bussy, one of Schulhoff’s 
mentors. Unfortunately, 
the innovation that marked 
Schulhoff’s work did not 
protect his legacy: when 
he died in a concentration 
camp in 1942, his music 
fell into obscurity until its 
rediscovery in the 1990s. 

Last, we travelled to 
the heart of the Romantic 
Era with Dvorak’s String 
Quartet in E-flat Major, 
Opus 51. Few composers 
can capture a mood and 
place like Dvorak; listen-
ing to his music, it’s easy 
to picture the Bohemian 
forests where he came of 
age. While Dvorak is now 
famous for his “Slavonic” 
sound, he was pressured to 
sound more Germanic at 
the beginning of his career. 
Opus 51 is his response.  It 
includes elements of Czech 
folk dances and brims with 
nostalgia, nuance, and 
emotion. For Dvorak, love 
is as delicate as it compli-
cated.

After receiving a stand-
ing ovation from the large 
and appreciative audi-
ence, the Cypress Quartet 

closed the evening with a 
love song from Dvorak’s 
Cypresses, the work that 
inspired their name. 

The Valentine’s Day 
experience continued in 
the lobby with a recep-
tion hosted by Del Valle 
Fine Arts. For over 30 
years, DVFA has exposed 
Livermore to world-class 
artists like the Cypress 
String Quartet. It brings 
chamber music not just to 
the Bankhead but also to 
the schools, where students 
can expand their minds and 
hearts as they discover this 
resonant, relevant art form. 

Cypress violinists Cec-
ily Ward and Tom Stone, 
violist Ethan Filner, and 
cellist Jennifer Kloetzel 
gave fun and instructive 
performances at two Liver-
more elementary schools 
on Friday, part of Del 
Valle’s outreach mission. 
Whether you’re fifteen or 
fifty, chamber music has 
never been more accessible 
or seductive. 

The remaining DVFA 
concerts this season are 
Stanislav Khristenko, win-
ner of the 2013 Cleveland 
International Piano Com-
petition, on March 28; and 
violin/guitar Duo Rendez-
vous on May 2. For more 
information, visit www.
delvallefinearts.org. 

exciting rat race that turns the culinary world of Paris 
upside down (IMDB.com). (Rated G).

• On Feb. 21 at 2 p.m. the program will focus on Ballet 
Basics. Children in grades 2nd – 5th are invited to explore 
classical ballet in a free, interactive program.   Partici-
pants will be introduced to the basic positions of ballet as 
well as the French terms for each step or pose.

The class will be led by Vineyard Ballet Academy 
instructors, Miss Tenaya and Miss Talia.  They both began 
their classical ballet training at age two and have in recent 
years danced with various professional ballet companies 
around the Bay Area.

 • On Feb. 22 at 2 p.m. the topic will be “Three French 
Villages, Seven French Masters.”

This will be a slideshow lecture presented by Carol 
Nelson from the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. 

Stroll the paths of three tranquil villages where genius 
flourished.   Visit the homes and view the art of Daubigny, 
Corot, Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, Cézanne, and Van Gogh.

Carol Nelson has been with the Fine Arts Museums 
of San Francisco since completing her docent training in 
1976.  Her interest in European art began with a major 
in French at Stanford.  Many of Carol’s lectures concern 
French history and the decorative arts.

Nelson lived in France for two-and-a-half years before 
returning to the United States and entering the Docent 
Council program.  She pays frequent visits to Europe, 
renewing her interest on an annual basis. 

Livermore Reads Together 2015 is sponsored by The 
Friends of the Livermore Library.  There is no admission 
charge.

For more information, call (925) 373-5500 or check 
the library’s website at www.livermorelibrary.net 
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MISTER ED
 A horse is a horse, of course of course,
 and no one can talk to a horse of course,
 that is of course, unless the horse,
 is the famous Mister Ed!

That is the first stanza of the song that opened every 
Mister Ed show, a television sitcom that ran on CBS from 
1961 to 1966. Mister Ed was, of course, of course, a palo-
mino that talked and gave advice to his owner, a klutzy, 
goofy-looking architect named Wilbur Post. Aside from 
occasionally talking to other people anonymously over 
the telephone, Mister Ed only spoke to Wilbur. 

A gelding named Bamboo Harvester played Mister 
Ed, western film actor Allan Lane provided the voice, and 
Alan Young played Wilbur Post. One look at Young and 
you could imagine he was chosen for the part because he 
had the kind of face and mannerisms that made him look 
like a man who would talk to a horse.

At the opening of each episode, Mister Ed would nuz-
zle his blond face through two barn doors (you couldn’t 
see they were red because the show was shot in black and 
white), and announce, “Hello, I’m Mister Ed.” The series 
title would pop up with “Ed” written in horseshoes. Cute. 

The concept for the show came from a series of short 
stories by children's author Walter R. Brooks, who wrote 
the first “The Talking Horse” story in the September 18, 
1937, issue of Liberty magazine. The idea resembled 
that of the Francis the Talking Mule movies in which a 
jackass talked to only one person, played by that fine co-
medic actor Donald O’Connor. The first six Francis films 
(1950-55) were directed by Arthur Lubin, who went on to 
produce the Mister Ed series.

The series began when newlyweds Wilbur and Carol 
Post moved into their first house together, only to find 
that the previous tenant had left his horse behind in the 
backyard barn. Wilbur took a liking to the palomino, 
which he soon discovered could talk. In this initial 
episode and those that followed, Mister Ed gave advice 
to Wilbur when he had a problem. More often than not, 
though, the loquacious equine either instigated the prob-
lem in the first place or fueled the coals of one in order to 
get what he wanted. It must be added, he always seemed 
to get what he wanted. 

After I watched one or two episodes, I realized that 
Mister Ed was a horse with an identity crisis. Although he 
clearly had horsey needs, he also thought he was a human 
being, and as such suffered from human malaise. He was 
jealous, vain, vengeful, arrogant, paranoid, greedy, and 
overly sensitive. In one episode, he felt neglected on his 
birthday. In another, he was convinced he was getting 
old because he spotted a grey hair in his tail. Sometimes 
his “human” side got the better of his “horse” side. In 
one episode, he fell madly in love with a French female 
horse; then lost interests when he realized she was taller 
than he was. 

A couple of my favorite episodes involved celebri-
ties. In one, titled “Clint Eastwood Meets Mister Ed,” the 
“Rawhide” star played himself. At this early stage in the 
actor’s career (the television western aired from 1959 to 
1966), you could already see and hear thin hints of the 

later grizzly, swaggering, tough guy that Eastwood would 
perfect in the Sergio Leone spaghetti westerns and the 
Dirty Harry films. In this Season 2 episode, Eastwood has 
just moved into Wilbur’s neighborhood with his big black 
stud of a horse named Midnight. Mister Ed is convinced 
that Midnight is stealing the affections of a local filly that 
Mister Ed has his huge eyeballs on. Compounding the 
plot is the fact that Wilbur’s wife, Carol, who is mad at 
Wilbur, decides to get even with her architect husband 
by volunteering him to write a play for a local fundraiser. 
Mister Ed wants the filly and Wilbur wants his loving 
wife back, so Mister Ed comes to the rescue by concoct-
ing a scheme. First, he diabolically gets Wilbur in trouble 
with Eastwood when he barges in on conversations 
Eastwood is having on the two-party phone line Clint and 
Wilbur share. (Those were the days when people shared 
a phone line with either one or three other people.) All 
turns out well in the episode, though, when Eastwood 
lends an unused script to Wilbur to use for the fundraiser 
and Midnight is shipped off somewhere. 

In another celebrity guest appearance in season 2, 
titled “Zsa Zsa,” one of the famous Gabor sisters rents 
the house next door to Wilbur while she is in town. She 
throws very loud parties and keeps Wilbur up for three 
nights in a row. Wilbur marches next door intent on com-
plaining and delivering a neighborhood petition for her to 
cease and desist. When she opens her front door wearing 
a glamorous outfit, he is quickly overcome by her sexi-
ness and ends up cleaning the mess in her house after the 
most recent party. While he’s there, he finds out she is 
afraid of horses, so he lends her Mister Ed so she can get 
used to feeling at ease when she is near one. A problem 
develops, however, when she wants to buy Mister Ed 
and use him as her horse in a western she must make. All 
ends well when Zsa Zsa realizes how much Mister Ed 
and Wilbur mean to each other.

Other celebrities to make guest appearances on the 
show included the one and only Mae West, comedian 
George Burns, famed baseball manager Leo Durocher, 
and health and fitness icon Jack LaLanne.

As I watched Mister Ed week after week, I delighted 
in hearing the horse speak, so to speak, but I wondered 
how in the heck the filmmakers got him to do that. 
Although popular opinion circulated that peanut butter 
was put into his mouth to achieve that effect, Young, who 
played Wilbur, claimed in interviews that it was done 
by putting a piece of nylon thread in Mister Ed’s mouth, 
the same technique that had been used with Francis the 
talking mule. 

Whatever the method used, there was something play-
fully innocent about a talking horse as a main character. 
Animated sitcoms of that time, such as The Flintstones, 
about a modern Stone Age family, and The Jetsons, 
about a family living in a utopian future, were equally as 
imaginative but of a different order of whimsy. I think 
only the early 60s could have produced a Mister Ed TV 
show. Nowadays, we may have talking animals. Witness 
a current film about a 600-year-old talking vampire dog, 
appropriately titled Vampire Dog. The concept is imagi-
native, and the animal talks, but you can bet this canine 
will not be expressing love to some pretty female French 
poodle named Fifi. Love bites, perhaps, or just plain ‘ole 
bites, but not love.

The Livermore Valley Education Foundation (LVEF) 
has elected four new members to its Board of Directors: 
Karen Hutchinson, Jamie Mason, Joe Romagna, and 
Charity Shehtanian.

Hutchinson joined LVEF because, "I believe that 
a great public school experience should be provided 
for every student, and that education is the gateway to 
opportunity. I value the programs that LVEF supports, 
and am excited to be a part of an organization that helps 
the students of Livermore achieve a quality education." 
Hutchinson is a Senior Manager at Cognizant Technology 
Solutions.

Mason's family moved to Livermore almost 30 years 
ago. "Livermore has been the perfect place to raise our 
family. All of our children attended Livermore schools 
and participated in many after-school activities.  Keeping 
students active and engaged is paramount to a healthy 
community and I feel it is best served by giving my time 
to LVEF." Mason works for the Livermore School District 
Payroll Department.

Romagna said, "I joined the Board as my children are 
students at Arroyo Seco Elementary School, and I wanted 
to take a more active role in helping to generate additional 
resources to support their learning and the learning of 
all students in Livermore." Romagna is Principal at John 
Green Elementary School in Dublin.

Shehtanian joined the Board to "help fundraise, and 
be part of the decision making process on how funds are 
disbursed to support many valuable but underfunded pro-
grams in our school district." Shehtanian is a Loan Officer 
with Cal Coast Financial Corp.

The new Board members join Bill Dunlop, Sally 
Dunlop, Sally Esser, Dave Haberman, David Jonas, Vicki 
Schellenberger, and Jon Williams.

LVEF is a non-profit 501C3 organization staffed 
entirely by volunteers. For more information visit www.
lvef.org.

by Sarah Bobson Bras for the Cause/Stepping Out for Cancer Kures 
SOCKs-will be at Swirl on the Square in Livermore. The 
group will be raising funds and providing more informa-
tion about its annual Mother’s Day Walk—Bras for the 
Cause!  

Tri-Valley SOCKs raises money for breast cancer re-
search, treatment, and educational programs.  Visit Swirl 
on Sunday, February 22, 2pm-6pm.  Live music all day 
by Catalist 21st Century w/ Sugarbear and Rafi Sansari. 

One hundred percent of OneHope Wine tasting fees 
and 10% of net sales from Swirl will go directly to 
SOCKs.   

The event will be held at Blacksmith Square, 21 S. 
Livermore Avenue, Downtown Livermore.  For informa-
tion, call 925-447-1400  or go to either  www.trival-
leysocks.org or www.swirlonthesq.com

 

SOCKS to Raise Funds at Swirl 
in the Square on Sunday

LVEF Adds Four to 
Board of Directors
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Clerestory in Concert will be presented at 4 p.m. on Sun., 
March 1 at St. Clare's Episcopal Church in Pleasanton.  
The a cappella men's ensemble Clerestory will sing 
Love and the Knight, a concert of music tracing the 
earliest days of European cathedrals to the Romantic 
masters who followed: Gregorian chant, the mysticism of 
Hildegard von Bingen, the Franco-Flemish Renaissance, 
and Brahms, Schumann, and Poulenc. Freewill offering. 
All are welcome. Reception will follow. 3350 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; www.stclarespleasanton.org

ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at six busi-
nesses in the Pleasanton - Dublin 
Area. Viewing locations are: Bank 
of America at 337 Main Street, 
Pleasanton; Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce at 777 Peters Street, 
Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Edward 
Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham at 
(510) 877-8154.

California Watercolor Association’s 
45th Annual National Exhibition. 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton. 75 artists 
from California and beyond have 
been accepted by this year's judges 
Eric Weigardt (selection) and Gary 
Bukovnic (awards). A wide variety of 
styles and types of water media are 
represented. Painting demonstra-
tions most Saturdays during the 
exhibition, from 11:30-2:30. For 
complete listing of artists, visit 
www.firehousearts.org. Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. Harrington Gallery at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton, 
4444 Railroad Avenue. Donations 
always appreciated. Exhibit dates: 
January 14 through February 21, 
2015.

Wente Vineyards Estate Winery 
presents the Art of Ken L. Smith 
from January 26 to February 26. 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. No 
admission charge.

Dublin Crush, exhibit, Feb. 7-March 1, 
Heritage Park and Museums. Open-
ing reception Feb. 12. www.dublin.
ca.gov, 556-4500.

Special Winter Exhibits: Photo 
Montage and Quilt Works exhibits, 
January 15 through February 21. 
Two unique artists will exhibit at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Fiber and quilting artist Franki 
Kohler; PhotoMontage artist/sto-
ryteller Deborah Griffin. The public 
is invited to explore and enjoy the 
exhibits during Firehouse Arts Center 
open hours. Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; 

Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. Dona-
tions always appreciated. For more 
information, contact Gallery Director: 
JFinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov, 
or call the gallery: 925-931-4849.

Livermore Art Association "Grapes to 
Wine in Art" show at the Livermore 
Civic Library. Sun., Jan. 25th - Fri., 
Feb. 27th. LAA artists will showcase 
fine art pertaining to vineyards 
and winemaking and show their 
appreciation for living and producing 
art in our own wine making region. 
The show was judged by artists in 
the wine industry for merit that rep-
resents the vineyards and wineries 
in the Livermore Valley area. 

Student art contest, California Arts 
Council invites California students 
to participate in the Conservation 
Creativity Challenge Poster Contest. 
This contest supports State Drought 
Task Force efforts and Governor 
Brown's goal of awakening all 
Californians to the ongoing need 
for water conservation. The contest 
aims to educate students about 
the serious matter of California's 
drought, and to help raise awareness 
of everyday water conservation prac-
tices through the arts and creativity. 
All California students in 4th and 
5th grade are eligible to participate 
and win prizes, including gift cards, 
and the opportunity for their artwork 
to be displayed in the State Capitol. 
Complete contest details and teacher 
curriculum and lesson planning 
resources are available at www.
arts.ca.gov/conservation. Student 
entries must be submitted by March 
31, 2015.

Call for Artists, Livermore Art As-
sociation Art in the Vineyards to be 
held May, 24 at Wente Vineyards 
is accepting applications from LAA 
members and non-members, 2 
dimensional art, Photography and 
pottery. Request applications at 
ekeele@sbcglobal.net

Special Exhibits: Firefighter Homage 
and Mt. Diablo 2014 Vistas.  Febru-
ary 25 through April 4.  Thematically 
related installations at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton.  Oil 
painter Vincent Liu, currently from 
Saratoga, exhibits a series of works 
depicting firefighters.  Concurrently, 
watercolor artist Robin Purcell of 
Danville exhibits a collection of 
paintings featuring Mt. Diablo after 
the 2014 wildfires.  The public is 
invited to explore and enjoy the 
exhibits during Firehouse Arts Center 
open hours: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Sat-
urday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.  Dona-
tions always appreciated. For more 
information, contact Gallery Director: 
JFinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov, 
or call the gallery: 925-931-4849.

Order and Chaos, abstract exhibit, 

Harrington Gallery, March 7-April 
11, Reception March 10, 7 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848.

Alviso Adobe Pleasanton Art League 
Show, March 6 - 8, 2015, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Fri.-Sat. and Sun. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Reception and awards 
on March 8, 12:30 to 2 p.m.  go to 
www.pal-adobeshow2015.event-
brite.com for information.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 

a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique 
from the group. Refreshments are 
brought by some of the artists, and a 
donation of $5.00 is desired although 
not mandatory. Contact for this event 
is D’Anne Miller at danne_miller@
att.net, or Linda Ryan at LRyan@
Livermoreperformingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss 
and share work with Profes-
sional Artists in sketching, painting, 

exhibiting and marketing your work. 
ACC members currently working on 
exhibiting theme works, under the 
Inspiration of "The Artist's Edge /
The Edge of Art & Chosen Pathways." 
Meets and Critiques Friday mornings 
in Pleasanton. PoetryOnCanvas@
Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Fri-
day 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture and 
ceramics. For further information, 
contact Thomasin Dewhurst at (925) 
216-7231 or thomasin_d@hotmail.
com or visit http://childrensart-
classesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 

adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 
instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst. 
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Homeschool classes, Special classes 
during school breaks offered. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, 
now meeting the 1st Thursday and 
3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 at The Corner Bakery Cafe in 
Pleasanton. Join us as we challenge 
ourselves to poetically relay our 
thoughts, emotions and experiences 
through poetry. Become a member & 
share your work - Contact PoetryOn-
Canvas@Mac.Com for more info on 
Theme Challenges, Membership & 
Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
2nd and last Saturday from 12 
noon-1 p.m. at Galina’s Music 
Studio located at 1756 First St., 
Livermore. Confirm participation by 
calling (925) 960-1194 or via the 
website at www.GalinasMusicStudio.
com. Beginners are welcome. Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $5 fee to cover meeting costs.

MTAC Master Class, Feb. 21 2:00-
4:00pm in the Black Box Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. Free

Pleasanton Art League, drawing 
workshop led by Francesca Pastine 
on May 2 and 3 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton. The workshop 
fee is $199 early bird before March 
15, 2015 or $209 after that. To regis-
ter online, go to www.palworkshop5.
eventbrite.com To register by mail, 
please provide name, address, 
phone, email and mail it with your 
check payable to Pleasanton Art 
League, c/o Workshops, P.O. Box 23, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. For more 
information, go to www.pal-art.com

WINE & SPIRITS
Wood Family Vineyards, Livermore, 

open noon to 4:30 p.m.  March 21 
and 22 for barrel tasting.. Livermore 
Valley Winegrower's 7th Annual 
Barrel Tasting Weekend, March 21st 
& March 22nd,  Taste wines right out 
of the barrel, meet winemakers, and 
more.  Two different barrels at Wood 
Family Vineyards.  Zinfandel futures 
will be available for purchase.   
This is a fundraiser for the LVWA.  
Participants must have an event 
glass to sample from the barrels. At-

tendees pay $40 advance available 
now through March 20th at 2 pm on 
the website, $45 day of.   Visit www.
LVwine.org to purchase advance 
tickets and for all additional informa-
tion. www.woodfamilyvineyards.com 

Las Positas Vineyards, Sunday, 
February 22nd  " Sunday Funday"   
enjoy the newest wine & cheese-
cake cupcake pairing flight.  $10 
for club members & $15 for non 
members.  Live music featuring 
guitarist Anthony Delaney from 
1:30-4:30pm.  Check out his website 
at www. anthonyotisdelaney.com   
For more details, contact the winery 
at 925-449-9463 or email curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com.February 
28th Evening in the Vineyards 
Comedy Night featuring Headliner 
Mickey Joseph.  Cover charge is 
$20 for general admission & $35 
for dinner & show.  LPV wine club 
members will receive $5 refund at 
check in.  Dinner is from 630-730pm 
and show starts at 8pm Purchase 
tickets at www. laspositasvineyards.
com under the section " happenings" 
For any other questions, contact the 
winery at 925-449-9463 or email 
curt@ laspositasvineyards.com

Barrel Tasting Weekend, noon to 
4:30 p.m. March 21 and 22.  Taste 
wines right out of the barrel, meet 
winemakers and more. Each winery 
will host a unique experience during 
barrel tasting weekend including at 
least 1 barrel sample for each ticket 
holder.  $40 advance/ $45 day of 
event Tickets and more information 
is available at the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association website:  
www.lvwine.org/event/1192/Bar-
rel_Tasting_Weekend.html

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock 
Restaurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
each month from 7:30-9:30--Dance 
floor, full bar, small cover.

Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov, Feb. 
13-March 8. Douglas Morris-
son Theatre, 22311 N. Third St., 
Hayward. Program and facility of 
the Hayward Area Recreation and 
Park District. www.dmtonline.org or 
510-881-6777. 

The Music of ABBA, 8 p.m. Fri., Feb. 
20. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.com or 373-6800.

An evening of music with pianist 
Daniel Glover, Valley Concert 
Chorale benefit. Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m. 
Lynnewood Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Ave., Pleasanton. Program 
of Polish and Russian master-
pieces. $25, order advance tickets 
at 866-4003 or email info@val-
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Cruise from
san franCisCo

(925) 447-4300
in Downtown Livermore

2269 Third Street
www.travelbuglivermore.com

TraVeL
BuG

leyconcertchorale.org or go to www.
valleyconcertchorale.org click Brown 
Paper Tickets.

Livermore-Amador Symphony, pres-
ents Young Love, 8 p.m. Sat., Feb. 
21, solos by winners of the 2-14-15 
Competition for Young Musicians. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Strait Country: A George Strait 
Tribute with Nashville Recording Art-
ist Buck Ford and his Pure Country 
Band.  Matinee only: Sunday, Febru-
ary 22, 2:00 p.m. at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton.  Show-
casing George Strait's unique style 
of western swing music, bar-room 
ballads, honky-tonk style, and fresh-
traditional Country Music. Featuring 
Strait’s trademark sounds of pedal 
steel guitar and fiddle, Reserved 
seating tickets $15- $25.  Tickets 
available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. 

The Swingle Singers, Legendary Lon-
don-based A Cappella ensemble. In 
its 50th season, the world-renowned 
vocal group comes to the Firehouse 
Arts Center Theater on Friday, 
February 27, at 8:00 p.m.  Winner 
of 5 Grammy Awards, The Swingle 
Singers have over 50 albums, and 
can be heard most recently on the 
soundtracks of ‘Sex and the City’ 
and ‘Glee,’ just to name a few 
current projects.  Reserved seating 
tickets are $25.00-$35.00; available 
at www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.

Solo & Ensemble Festival for music 
students from the Tri-Valley Area 
on Feb. 28 at Las Positas College. 
Presented by the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD) 
Music Department. 8:30 am 
until 4:30 pm, followed by a formal, 
“Command Performance” at 7:00 
pm in the Barbara Mertes Center for 
the Arts on campus. All events and 
performances, including the evening 
command performance are open to 
the public. Admission is free. Las 
Positas Collage is located at 3000 
Campus Hill Drive in Livermore. 

Clerestory in Concert, 4 p.m. Sun., 
March 1, St. Clare's Episcopal 
Church, Pleasanton. Clerestory will 
sing Love and the Knight, a concert 
of music tracing the earliest days of 
European cathedrals to the Romantic 
masters who followed: Gregorian 
chant, the mysticism of Hildegard 
von Bingen, the Franco-Flemish Re-
naissance, and Brahms, Schumann, 
and Poulenc. Freewill offering. All are 
welcome. Reception will follow.

San Francisco Conservatory in the 
Main Stage Theater, March 1-2, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 

Hill Dr., Livermore. www.brownpa-
pertickets.com or call 1-800-838-
3006.  Tickets are available at the 
door, when space allows. 

Riders in the Sky, western music. 8 
p.m. Fri., March 6. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

The Official Blues Brothers Revue. 8 
p.m. Sat., March 7. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Las Positas College, Women in Jazz, 
a celebration of local jazz legends, 7 
p.m., March 8, Main Stage, Perform-
ing Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. http://laspositascol-
lege.edu/performingarts 

Youth Music Festival Yea for the 
90’s!, March 21, 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

Kit & the Kats Put a Nickel in 
the Jukebox! March 22, 3 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

In The Mood, Hop aboard the “Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo” to “Tuxedo 
Junction” and get “In the Mood” 
to hear a “Moonlight Serenade” 
performed by a 13-piece Big Band 
and six singer-dancers with some 
hot boogie woogie! In The Mood is a 
fully staged tribute to Glenn Miller, 
Tommy Dorsey, The Andrews Sisters 
and big band greats of the ‘40s. 
March 24 at 2 p.m. and  7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Women of Ireland, music and 
dance. 7:30 p.m. Wed., March 25. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

BOSTYX: All the Hits of Boston & Styx 
featuring David Victor of Boston, 
8 p.m. March 27 and March 28. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

Led Zeppelin Live Experience, The 
Ultimate Rock Tribute To Led Zeppelin  
8 p.m. March 27. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.o4g or 373-6800. 

Del Valle Fine Arts, Stanislav 
Khristenko, piano. 8 p.m., March 28. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

ON THE STAGE
Face-Off 2015: Creatures of Impulse 

at Firehouse Arts Center. The Bay 
Area’s award-winning teen improv 
troupe in three different perfor-
mances, all at 7:30pm: Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday February 19, 
20, and 21. Creatures of Impulse 
will take the stage for three nights 
of scenes, games, and improv high-

jinks. Pure fun with an inter-active 
format that gives the audience a 
chance to win prizes! Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. General Admission 
tickets: $5 students, $10 adult. 
Tickets available at the door, 
online at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the Box 
Office at the center, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue in Pleasanton. Note: Free 
Preview Nights are Tuesday and 
Wednesday, February 17 and 18.

Telling Tales, Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre presents an evening of 
storytelling. The third DMT Telling 
Tales in the 2014-2015 Season, 
with the theme of missed op-
portunities: The Road Not Taken: If 
Only I'd . . . . Monday, February 23, 
2015 at 8:00 p.m. Douglas Mor-
risson Theatre, 22311 N. Third St., 
Hayward. $5 open seating. (510) 
881-6777; www.dmtonline.org 

The Intergalactic Nemesis, live-
action graphic novel. 8 p.m. Sat., 
Feb. 28. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

Cirque Zuma Zuma, African acro-
batics. 7:30 p.m. Thurs., March 5. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe, Pleasanton Civic Arts Stage 
Company. March 6-15. 7:30 p.m. 
Fri., 2 and 7:30 p.m. Sat., 2 p.m. 
Sun. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

Sunol Repertory Theatre, How the 
Other Half Dies, mystery, Fridays 
and Saturdays, 8 p.m. March 6 to 
28. Sunol Glen Auditorium, 11601 
Main St., Sunol. www.Sunol.net/
SRT

Las Positas College, One Act Plays, 
March 18, 1 p.m. and March 20, 8 
p.m. Black Box Theater, Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. http://laspositascol-
lege.edu/performingarts

COMEDY
Las Positas Vineyards, Saturday, 

February 28th  Evening in the 
Vineyards Comedy Night featuring 
Headliner Mickey Joseph.  Cover 
charge is $20 for general admis-
sion & $35 for dinner & show.  LPV 
wine club members will receive 
$5 refund at check in.  Dinner is 
from 630-730pm and show starts 
at 8pm Purchase tickets at www. 
laspositasvineyards.com under 
the section " happenings" For any 
other questions please contact us 
at 925-449-9463 or email curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com

The Second City, 7:30 p.m. Thurs., 
March 26. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, First Thursday 

of each month at 7:00 p.m. through 
June 2015 at the Pleasanton Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. Mar. 5, Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid; Apr. 
2, Dog Day Afternoon; May 7, Coal 
Miner's Daughter; June 4, My Left 
Foot. Theme Almost True, presented 
by Las Positas College coordinator of 
the Humanities Candace Klaschus, 
a film historian. Pleasanton Library 
meeting room. The programs are 
free and all are welcome to attend. 
Note that some films are mature in 
content and may not be suitable for 
children. 931-3400, ext. 4.

Student Film Festival, March 7,  1:00-
10:00pm in the Main Stage Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. www.brownpa-
pertickets.com or call 1-800-838-
3006.  Tickets are available at the 
door, when space allows.

DANCE
Square dancing for all ages 8 years 

and up, Thursdays from 7:00-
8:30pm at Del Valle High, 2253 
5th Street, Livermore. Families and 
friends welcome. September classes 
are free to new dancers. Questions? 
Margaret 925-447-6980. 

AUDITIONS/REGISTRATIONS
Auditions, Nunsense, Tri-Valley 

Repertory Theatre, directed by 
Brian Olkowski.  Sunday, March 
8th from 7:00pm and Monday, 
March 9th at 7:30pm. To make an 
audition appointment, please email 
the producer, Kathleen Breedveld, 
at Kbreedveld@trivalleyrep.com.   
Audition materials will then be 
provided. 

 
CHORAL
Clerestory in Concert, Sun., March 1, 

4 p.m. St. Clare's Episcopal Church, 
Pleasanton. The a cappella men's 
ensemble Clerestory will sing Love 
and the Knight, a concert of music 
tracing the earliest days of European 
cathedrals to the Romantic masters 
who followed: Gregorian chant, the 
mysticism of Hildegard von Bingen, 
the Franco-Flemish Renaissance, 
and Brahms, Schumann, and 
Poulenc.   Freewill offering. All are 
welcome. Reception will follow.

Masterworks of Yesterday & Today 
performing Faure Requiem, Valley 
Concert Chorale. March 14, 7:30 
p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 
Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton; and March 
15, 3 p.m. First Presbyterian Church, 
4th and L Streets, Livermore. www.
valleyconcertchorale.org

OPERA
Livermore Valley Opera, showcas-

ing talented opera singers who will 

appear in the upcoming production 
of Donizetti’s “Lucia di Lammer-
moor.”  Three free OperaLIVE! events 
are planned: 3 p.m. Sun., Feb. 22, 
Dublin Library, 200 Civic Plaza, 
Dublin; 2 p.m., Sunday, March 1, 
Pleasanotn Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave.; 2 p.m., Sunday, March 8, 2:00 
p.m., Livermore Library, 1188 S. 
Livermore Ave. Information at www.
livermorevalleyopera.org

Lucia, Livermore Valley Opera, March 
14, 15, 21, 22. Lucia di Lammer-
moor is a tragic story that serves as 
a protest against deceitful tactics 
and a practice of forced marriage. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets 

the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current affairs 
in both the national and interna-
tional arenas.  Topics that have been 
covered include politics, governance, 
economics, military affairs, history, 
sociology, science, the climate, and 
religion. Contact Rich at 872-7923, 
for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Susan at 337-1282 regard-
ing the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-
book.com/StoriedNights 

Loving Livermore Heritage, February 
21, Carnegie Park in downtown 
Livermore. Noon to 3:00 p.m. Activi-
ties will include city walking tours 
at $5.00/family, the HistoryMobile, 
museum tours, visits with Robert 
and Josefa Livermore, Livermore’s 
first couple, children’s crafts, food 
vendors, and hot chocolate for sale 
by Scout Troop 939. Presented by 
Livermore Heritage Guild in conjunc-
tion with Romancing the Arts in the 
Tri-Valley.

Dessert and Murder at the Duarte 
Garage. February 21, from 7:00 - 
9:30 p.m. a murder mystery event 
with dessert bar. Actors in the 
murder mystery will all be portraying 
historical Livermore characters. 
Homemade desserts and drinks 
while you try to solve a murder! Wine 
will be available for purchase. There 
will also be a raffle including original 
watercolors and prints by local 
Livermore artists Carolyn Ramsey, 

Tilli Calhoun, and Don Larsen. 
Tickets for “Murder at the Duarte 
Garage” are $20.00/person and 
can be purchased at The Carnegie 
Building or on Brown Paper Tickets. 
http://www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/1072474 Presented by 
Livermore Heritage Guild in conjunc-
tion with Romancing the Arts in the 
Tri-Valley.

Ragin’ Cajun, Mardi Gras theme, mu-
sic, dancing, dinner, live and silent 
auctions, and more on Friday, March 
6, 2015 at the Casa Real Event 
Center in Pleasanton. Ragin’ Cajun 
is the annual fundraiser event for 
the Sandra J Wing Healing Therapies 
Foundation, which provides cancer 
patients with financial assistance 
for complementary healing services 
during the course of their chemo 
or radiation therapy. Tickets are 
available online at http://www.
healingtherapiesfoundation.org or by 
calling (866) 862-7270. 

Museum on Main 2015 Ed Kinney 
Speaker Series An Evening With… 
Hearst Castle Historian Victoria 
Kastner, Tuesday, March 10th, 7pm: 
Journey to the Pacific palace of Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst with Victoria 
Kastner, historian for the California 
State Park of Hearst Castle since 
1979. Kastner will also address 
the Pleasanton connection to the 
Hearst family. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Tickets www.museumonmain.org, 
at Museum on Main during regular 
operating hours or by phoning the 
museum at (925) 462-2766. 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, Dublin, 
March 14: pancake breakfast, pa-
rade, festival; March 14-15 festival 
and Shamrock 5k fun run and walk. 
www.dublin.ca.gov, 556-4500.

Pi Day (3 14 15!), March 14,  8:00pm 
Black Box A Music, Math -  life cel-
ebration! Barbara F. Mertes Center 
for the Arts, Las Positas College, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
www.brownpapertickets.com or call 
1-800-838-3006.  Tickets are avail-
able at the door, when space allows.

Livermore Half Marathon, March 28, 
8 a.m. start and finish in downtown 
Livermore. http://runliv.com/
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Brendan Clower of Liver-
more, has been named to the 
Dean's List for Fall 2014 at 
the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock. Clower is a Senior 
Psychology major at UALR.

Zoe Gowen graduated from 
Grove City College in De-
cember 2014. Gowen earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English. Zoe is a 2011 graduate 
of Harvest Christian Academy. 
She is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Gowen (Leslie) of 
Livermore.

Livermore residents Hailee 
Peck, a senior majoring in math-
ematics and Mackenzie Peck, a 

junior majoring in biology, were 
named to the Dean's List at Mil-
likin University for Fall 2014. 

Marc Eteve of Livermore 
was among cadets on The 
Citadel South Carolina Corps of 
Cadets fall 2014 Dean's List for 
outstanding academic achieve-
ment. List recognition is given to 
cadets registered for 12 or more 
semester hours and whose grade 
point average is 3.2 or higher 
with no grade below a C for the 
previous semester's work.

Rachel Marlett, a Classical 
Philology-Latin major from 
Livermore,  has been named to 
the University of Dallas Honor 

Roll for the Fall 2014 semester 
for earning a semester grade 
point average of 3.0-3.49.

Rebecca Meister, a busi-
ness administration major in 
the School of Business at Ithaca 
College, was named to Dean's 
List for the fall 2014 semester.

Local students have been 
named to the Clemson Uni-
versity Dean's List for the fall 
2014 semester. To be named 
to the Dean's List, a student 
achieved a grade-point average 
between 3.50 and 3.99 on a 4.0 
scale. Students are  Hunter 
Lindsey Clayton of Pleasanton, 
majoring in Food Science; and 
Kashyap Yechuri of Pleas-
anton, majoring in Computer 
Science.

Edward Achziger of Dub-
lin,  is a member of the Class of 
2016 who is majoring in Busi-
ness Administration at Marist 
College. He was named to the 
Dean's List for the fall 2014 
semester.

The following Wake Forest 
University students have been 
named to the university's Dean's 
List for the fall semester, 2014. 
Sara Borchers from Livermore 
and Rachael Henry from 
Pleasanton.

Students who achieve a 3.4 
grade point average and no 
grade below a "C" were named 
to the list.

More than 400 University 
of Dallas students have been 
named to the Dean's List for the 
Fall 2014 semester for earning 
a semester grade point average 
of 3.5 or higher. This group 
includes: Mary Arnold, a Busi-
ness major from Pleasanton; 
Samuel Arnold, a Business 
major from Pleasanton; and 
Katherine Klem, an English 
major from Livermore.

Tristan Boyd, a native of 
Pleasanton, has been named to 
the University of Iowa's Dean's 
List for the 2014 fall semester.

(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Donations Needed, The American 
Cancer Society Discovery Shop in 
Pleasanton is requesting donations of 
necklaces, bracelets rings and watches as 
well as women’s accessories for its annual 
jewelry event “Glitter and Glamour” on 
April 17-19, 2015. Donations are accepted 
at the shop during open hours: Mon.-Fri. 
10-6; Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. The Discovery 
Shop is located at 1989-E Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. Contact Kelley Meno 
at 925-462-7374 for more information. 
All proceeds benefit the American Cancer 
Society’s programs of research, education, 
service and advocacy.

Project Censored The Movie: Ending 
the  Reign of Junk Food News, will be 
shown on Sat., Feb. 21 at 7:00 PM at the 
IBEW Hall; 6250 Village Parkway, Dublin.  
Special guest from Project Censored, Peter 
Phillips, will conduct a Q & A after the 
film.  Project Censored performs a crucial 
service to journalism by training students 
to be thoughtful journalists, every year 
they compile a book that details the least 
covered but important news stories of 
the year.  A meet & greet potluck starts 
at 6:30 PM, while the Q & A discussion 
follows the 65  minute film.  This event is 
free (a $3.00 donation is appreciated) and 
wheelchair accessible,  Information, call 
925-462-3459. 

Livermore Library Board, meeting 7 
p.m. Thurs., Feb. 26 at the Civic Center Li-
brary, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda 
will be posted at the library 72 hours prior 
to the meeting.

Rotary Club of Pleasanton is 
sponsoring a Prime Pickin's Multi-
Household Garage Sale to raise funds in 
support of its Annual Wheelchair Project. 
The club sends wheelchairs to needy dis-
abled and elderly abroad each year.  The 
sale will occur on Saturday February 28th 
at the Amador High School Parking Lot 
from 8am to Noon.  1155 Santa Rita Rd, 
Pleasanton.  Should it rain, the event will 
be moved to the school's parking structure.  
Please come by to support the cause, or 
alternatively,  donate goods for the sale.  
For additional information contact Tony 
Chen at chenan2718@gmail.com. 

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society will present  Steven Minniear 
speaking on World War II Dublin: Camp 
Parks, Fleet City and How Genealogy Helps 
Write a History. The meeting will be on 
March 9, at 7:30, held at the Congrega-
tion Beth Emek in Pleasanton. He sits on 
the Dublin City Heritage and Cultural Arts 
Commission and is president of the Dublin 
Historical Preservation Association.   Steve 
is the volunteer archivist for Dublin’s latest 
acquisition of historical material – The 
Camp Parks Collection.     For additional 
information contact program chairs Mari-
lyn Glass & Diane Wiedel  program@L-
AGS.org.  All are welcome at no charge. 

British Awareness Day, It's a Bad, 
Bad Day, sponsored by Daughters of 
the British Empire Northern California. 
Afternoon Tea and Royal Baby Shower 
with Strictly British Bingo. 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. on April 27, 2013. Castlewood 

Country Club, 707 Country Club Circle, 
Pleasanton $30.00 (donation amount 
$15.00). Bring a baby gift to add to a baby 
shower gift box. Proceeds go to the British 
Home, Abode Services, PUSD Horizon, and 
Martinez County Hospital.  To purchase 
tickets contact:  Edith Caponigro @ 
(925) 998-3500 or  do4dbe-western@
yahoo.com 

“Let’s go fly a kite!”  The San Ramon 
Art & Wind Festival,   is scheduled for 
Sunday and Monday, May 24- 25, 2015 
in San Ramon’s Central Park, 12501 
Alcosta Blvd. from 10am to 5pm both 
days. Vendors are sought in the following 
categories: Non-profit Food and Beverage; 
Businesses, Children/Family Activ-
ity Vendors and Non-profit information 
vendors. Eeligibility rules and application 
form at www.artandwind.com. For more 
information, call Mary Ann Wilkman at 
(925) 973-3210 or visit website at www.
ArtandWind.com 

Assistance League of Amador Valley 
20th Annual Mad Hatter's Tea Party on 
Saturday April 11 at Castlewood Country 
Club in Pleasanton. Starting at noon, tea, 
sandwiches and cakes will be served. 
Participants will be seated at beautifully 
decorated tables. Award winning author, 
Margaret Zhao will present the program. 
She is the of "Really Enough: A True Story 
of Tyranny, Courage & Comedy." Zhao, 
along with co-author, Kathleen Martens, 
won the Sharp Writ Book Awards Best 
Biography Memoir for 2012. Tickets are 
available for $50 per guest beginning 
February 1st and ending March 31 (the 
reservation deadline.) Call Assistance 
League 925-846-8490 for reservations 
and payment options. Seating will be 
available for 300 guests. Castlewood 
Country Club is located at 707 Country 
Club Drive. 

Livermore High Calculus Students 
are gearing up to go to Calculus Camp, 
April 11-13. Donations would be greatly 
appreciated to offset the cost of this 
trip for these hardworking students and 
can be made at: www.gofundme.com/
LHSCalcCamp

Walk MS Tri-Valley, to be held on 
Saturday April 19, 2015 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, raises 
money for the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. For more information about the 
event, check out the event website at 
http://walkcan.nationalmssociety.org

Tri-Valley Haven provides crisis stabi-
lization counseling for those experiencing 
difficulties related to domestic violence, 
abusive situations, sexual assault or other 
challenging emotional issues. We provide 
assistance with individual therapy and/or 
group support. Please call to schedule an 
appointment: 925 449-5845 (Counseling 
Intake)

Free Diabetes Self-Management 
Classes.  This 7  week series will teach 
participants how to manage diabetes with 
exercise, healthy eating and medications.  
Fridays March 6 through April 17, 10 am 
-12 pm, at the Dublin Senior Center, 7200 
Amador Valley Blvd, Dublin.    Wednes-
days February 4 through March 18, , 
9:30-11:30 at the  Livermore Area Parks 
and Recreation District Community Center.  
Class is open to  adults of all ages (not 
just Seniors) with pre diabetes or type 2 
diabetes. Please call the Alameda County 
Diabetes Program at 510-383-5185 to 
register.  Space is limited. 

Heart Failure, Heritage Estates, 

Kindred, and Professional Healthcare At 
Home will present a class on Congestive 
Heart Failure on Sat., Feb. 21. Heart failure 
which affects roughly 6 million Americans. 
It is the leading cause of hospitalization 
in people over 65. Learn what causes 
congestive heart failure and what you 
can do to prevent it. Classes will be held 
in the Assisted Living Activities Room on 
Saturday, February 21, 2015, from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 850 East Stanley Blvd. 
Livermore. Please call Heritage Estates to 
RSVP at 925-373-3636

Dionysus Dash 5k, Sunday, April 12th, 
Start time 8:15am, Course runs through-
out the Concannon Vineyard estate. The 
Dionysus Dash will raise money to support 
a great local charity in our community, 
Exceptional Needs Network. To register 
http://www.dionysusdash.com/livermore.
html

LusTea of Livermore invite women to 
a unique tea party. March 5, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Livermore Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur Drive, 
Livermore. Event includes wines, spa 
treatments, games, networking and more. 
Prepayment required, $15-$35 per person. 
www.eventbrite.com/e/lunatics-tea-
tickets-15460523843

Green and White Gala, March 13, 
Begin the St. Patrick's Day weekend's 
festivities in Dublin with dinner and 
dancing to live music at the Annual Green 
and White Gala hosted by the Dublin Sister 
Association. The Gala begins at 6:00 pm 
with an "Irish Happy Hour" at the Shannon 
Community Center. Dinner and dancing 
to live music will follow. To purchase 
tickets or for more information call (925) 
899-4771. 

Tri-Valley Communities Against a 
Radioactive Environment (Tri-Valley 
CAREs) Tri-Valley CAREs' overarching 
mission is to promote peace, justice and 
a healthy environment. All are welcome 
at a monthly meeting at the Livermore 
Civic Center Library Thursday, February 
19th from 7:30pm to 9pm. For more 
information call Tri-Valley CAREs at (925) 
443-7148 or visit our website at http://
trivalleycares.org 

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA., Feb. 22, 12:30 p.m. lunch in San 
Ramon, RSVP by Feb. 19 to Ruby, 462-
9636. Feb. 25, 1 p.m. lunch in Fremont, 
RSVP by Feb. 22 to Vickie, 510-656-1166. 
Feb. 28, 1 p.m. luncheon in Dublin, RSVP 
by Feb. 26 to Athene, 846-0111.

Bingo Bash, Sat., Feb. 21, fund-raiser 
Children's Hospital Cooley's Anemia and 
other ICF charities. Hosted by Italian 
Catholic Federation Branch #285 at St. 
Michael's Parish Hall, 372 Maple St., 
Livermore. Doors open 6 p.m., bingo at 
6:30 p.m. $10 per person includes one 
bingo packet for 10 games. Pizza, snacks 
and beverages available for purchase. 
Dancing to music by DJ Joe Buonsante. 
Surprise entertainment. Reservation 
deadline Feb. 16. Call Helen at 462-3798. 
Donations appreciated, mail go ICF c/o Dr. 
Wellbeloved, 529 Malbec Ct., Pleasanton, 
CA 94566.

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a group 
for retired men who seek activities to en-
hance their retirement. Monthly meetings 
feature lunch and an interesting speaker. 
Men have the opportunity to learn about 
and join activities such as hiking, bridge, 
investment, bowling, bocce ball and wood 
carving. There is also a neat group of guys 
to get to know. SIR Branch #121 meets 
on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the 

On February 7th, Jonathan Mulrooney and Isabella 
Carranno participated in the Diocese of Oakland Science 
Fair. They are both  8th grade students at Saint Michael 
School in Livermore. They were awarded second place 
ribbons  and chosen as finalists for their projects: 
Isabella Carrano for “Good Vibrations” and Jonathan 
Mulrooney for “Light Em' UP.”As finalists  they received 
a medal and a certificate for "Outstanding Achievement 
in the category of Physical Science". Diocesan Fair 
finalists  will move on to the Alameda County Science 
and Engineering Fair on March 22.  
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DoubleTree Hotel, Las Flores Road (near 
Bluebell Drive), Livermore, at 11:30. Any 
retired man is welcome to drop by to 
learn about your opportunities. For more 
information check our website: branch121.
sirinc2.org or email Neal Cavanaugh at 
nealfcavanaugh@att.net (put “SIR” in the 
subject line).

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, support 
group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Cluttering is a 
psychological issue, not an organizing 
issue. New meeting location: Parkview,100 
Valley Avenue (main entrance), 2nd Floor 
Activity Room, Pleasanton. Mondays 
except some holidays 7:00 to 8:30 pm. 
Come or call a volunteer at 925)289-5356 
or 925-922-1467. More information at: 
www.ClutterLess.org 

Tea Time: Teas for Love, Wednesdays 
in February, serving teas blended with 
cocoa, teas made with rose petals, and 
delicate blends made with lavender. Dif-
ferent selection of teas each Wednesday. 
3:30–4:30pm. Free. New Leaf Community 
Markets, 3550 Bernal Ave, Vintage Hills 
Shopping Center, Pleasanton. http://www.
newleaf.com/events. 

2015 Business Expo and Flavor 
of Dublin is set for Thursday, Feb. 26. 
Co-hosted by the Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce and City of Dublin, will take 
place from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Shannon 
Community Center, 11600 Shannon Ave., 
Dublin. Businesses are invited to sign 
up to participate. Exhibit space is 8 x 8 
and includes a 6 foot table, skirting and 
two chairs. The fee is $175 for chamber 
members and $275 for nonmembers. 
Booth participants are encouraged to 
donate a raffle prize for a general drawing, 
rather than individual booth drawings. 
Businesses donating a prize will be 
recognized at the time of drawing. Booth 
spaces are limited. For information, go to 
www.dublinchamberofcommerce.org or 
call (925) 828-6200. 

American Legion Post 47 in Livermore 
is looking for veterans in the Livermore 
area who are interested in performing 
community service for young people and 
promoting veterans affairs. Interested 
veterans will meet with other like-minded 
veterans for camaraderie and support of 
veteran’s causes. The American Legion is 
the largest federally chartered veteran’s 
organization that is the veterans lobby 
and voice to congress. The Livermore 
American Legion Post 47 meets the 
second and fourth Monday of each month 
at 6:30 PM at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 522 South L Street, Livermore. 
Enter the building from the ramp on the 
5th Street side. For more information go 
to http://www.calegion.org/ or contact Bill 
Bergmann at calegion.post47@gmail.
com or (925) 443-2330 or Roy Warner at 
925-449-6048.

Crab Feed, sponsored by the 
Livermore High School Alumni Assoc. 
on Friday, March 20, 2015. Event sup-
ports programs, students, & faculty at 
Livermore High School. More info to come. 
Want tickets? Want to help? Contact 
livermorehighalumni@gmail.com or Ray 
at 925-606-5518.

Eric's Corner is a free support 
group for people who are dealing with a 
diagnosis of Epilepsy. Meetings are held at 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd., second floor, 
Pleasanton. We meet from 6:30 -8;00 
on the third Thursday of each month. 

For more information please visit us at 
ericscorner.org 

Pleasanton Lions Club- welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our commu-
nity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd 
& 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The Regalia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since Janu-
ary 2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of 
the store sale. For more information visit 
www.shepgate.org/holiday

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 or 
visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Overeaters Anonymous. All are wel-
come. Tuesdays, 7 p.m. No weigh-ins, free 
will donations for rent. St. Bartholomew's 
Episcopal Church, 678 Enos Way, Liver-
more. Call Nora for further information at 
(925)337-9118.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly), 
self-help weight loss support group meets 
in Livermore in the Clubhouse at Hillcrest 
Gardens, 550 Hillcrest Ave., on Mondays, 
6:-6:30 p.m., Weigh-in (private); meeting 
begins 6:30 p.m. All are welcome. Infor-
mation, contact Phyllis at 443-5943.

Community Resources for Indepen-
dent Living (CRIL) offers services to help 
people with disabilities and supports them 
to live independently and participate in 
their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 
to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
third floor movie room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 

the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for 
the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place for 
family members to come and share their 
experiences and concerns with others who 
understand what they are going through. 
All family members are welcome to attend 
meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more 
information, call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-
5014 or email livermoremilitaryfamilies@
yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 

Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contempla-
tive Service in the Chapel and 10:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program For more information 
www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m. with Sunday school for all 
ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes during 
adult worship service. AWANA children's 
program Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 
or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The 
church and reading room are located at 
Third and N Streets. The Reading Room, 
which is open to the public, features 
books, CDs and magazines for sale. For 
information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. adult 
Bible study/Sunday school. For informa-
tion, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 

Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

United Christian Church, www.uccliv.
org, a gay-welcoming congregation offering 
community and spiritual encouragement 
for questioners, seekers and risk-takers. 
Worships on Sunday morning at 10:30 
a.m. All are welcome. 1886 College Ave. at 
M St., Livermore; call 449-6820 for more 
information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-
805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory 
prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Senior 
adult ministries meet every other month. 
Call the office at 846-8650 for more 
information. 

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, youth activities 
and children's choir at 6:30 p.m. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information call the 
church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church 
, 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 447-
3289. Church: Service Schedule: 8:00 
a.m. Contemplative Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study (check web-site): 10:25 
Sunday School (Godly Play); 10:30: Sung 
Eucharist with choir, child care provided. 
1:00 p.m. Youth Group. www.saintbart-
slivermore.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church of 
Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 a.m. 
worship. All are welcome here. www.little-
brownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Wor-
ship Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. 
All are welcomed. www.pathwaycom-

muntiychurch.org (925) 829-4793.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship Service 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are 
Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: 
Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; 
Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds Fel-
lowship; Sunday Worship Service 10:45 
a.m. - Elementary aged children go to 
Kid’s Church following worship, nursery 
available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to the 
Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 p.m. 
- Celebrate Recovery; in the dining hall; 
925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare 
for infants through age 6 and children 
start in the worship service with their 
parents. 10:30 contemporary worship led 
by a band. Sunday school for children and 
middle-schoolers. www.centerpointe-
church.org (925) 846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, Meet-
ing at Altamont Creek Elementary School, 
6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, Livermore. 
Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican Church 
(1928 Book of Common Prayer), 193 
Contractors Avenue, Livermore. Sunday 
services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) and 10 am 
(High Mass with Sunday School). Other 
Holy Days as announced. For information, 
call msg. center at 925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, call the office at (925) 479-
1414 to begin the process. Wednesday 
and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 
4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 
every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 
will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 
Nissen Drive, Livermore.

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly 
congregation where all are welcome. 
Worship at 9 or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
with Sunday school for youth and adults at 
10:30 a.m. and childcare at both services. 
Children are welcome in all services. Con-
tact Rev. Heather Hammer at 846-0221, 

send an email to office@lynnewood.org or 
visit website at www.lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., 
Livermore. 3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 
a.m., Mocho branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 
1501 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 
9 a.m.; 4th ward 11 a.m., Springtown 
ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 
Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth 
group Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school 
youth group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. 
www.jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Mondays at 7pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). More infor-
mation: LivermoreQuakers@gmail.com or 
(925) 315-7170. 

Unity of Tri-Valley, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 
Sunday service; children’s program avail-
able. All are welcome. Ongoing classes, 
groups, and activities. Rev. Karen Epps, 
minister. http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 
925.829-2733.

Grief Workshop, Bimonthly workshop 
to help with healing. St. Elizabeth Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. Second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30pm. 
February 26th , March 12th & 26th 2015. 
No pre-registration is necessary. These 
sessions are open to all, regardless of re-
ligious affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty 
at 925-846-5377 for more information.

Center for Spiritual Living Livermore 
Valley, people from all faith traditions, 
cultures, races and sexual orientations are 
welcome. Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. 
Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 2nd Floor, 
Livermore. For more information contact 
revharriet1@yahoo.com.

Three Diamonds Qigong, exercises 
to create more stamina, more joy, clearer 
thinking, and better overall health. The 
class will be held from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
on 8 Tuesdays at Unity of Tri-Valley's 
Gathering Place. The Gathering Place is lo-
cated on the first floor at Suite 120, 7567 
Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. The dates for 
this series are: February 24; March 3, 10, 
17. Drop-in rate is $12 per class. Checks 
are to be made out to “Unity of Tri-Valley." 
Contact teacher Gayle Staehle to reserve 
a space in the class: gstaehle@comcast.
net , 925.200.1765

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews secular Pu-
rim celebration on Sunday, March 1 from 
10:30 - 12:30 at the Bothwell Arts Center 
in Livermore. Participants will make ha-
mantaschen, have crafts, games, and fun 
for all ages, and present the annual Purim 
skit. Attendees are welcome to come 
dressed as their favorite Purim character. 
This event is free for TVCJ members, and 
costs $10 for non-members (which can 
be applied to a membership if someone 
wishes to join). The Bothwell Arts center is 
located at 2466 8th St. in Livermore.
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Girl Scout Junior Troop 30321 recently completed a community project. Most of the 
13 girls,  led by leaders BaBette Munoz and Jennifer Faria, have been together for 5 
years now.  This past fall, they  participated in "Fall Sales."  Proceeds from these sales 
can be used for such things as fun activities, camps, meeting needs and community 
service.  The girls voted to have $400 of their earned $470 go towards Emergency 
Packs for local Tri-Valley Family Foster Children.  The girls shopped, packed and 
delivered 13 packs to the Alameda County Social Services Foster Care program. The 
girls only asked that the emergency packs be used locally.  Included in the packs 
were pjs, diapers, a blanket, hygiene needs, a pacifier, bottles, wipes, etc. They said, 
"Our goal was to help a new family have the necessary needs to get them through 
the first few days with a new foster baby placement."   

The Tenth District of 
The American Legion, 
which covers Alameda 
County and the East Bay 
as far north as Albany, 
held its  Oratorical Contest 
on Saturday, February 
7th, 2015 at the Veterans 
Memorial Building in San 
Leandro.  

Five students compet-
ed in the district contest, 
which was the second step 
in the competition.  The 
prepared oration had to 
be on some aspect of the 
United States Constitu-
tion, to include Amend-
ments, giving emphasis to 
the duties and obligations 
of a citizen.  The assigned 
topic was the 5th Amend-
ment.

The winners of the 
contest were:  1st Place, 
Angela Richards, Liver-
more, CC Academy, who 
received $200, 2nd Place, 
Meha Ahluwalia, Dublin, 
Quarry Lane School, who 
received $100 and 3rd 
Place, May-Ling Huynh, 
Oakland, Oakland Mili-
tary Institute, who re-
ceived $75.  Other con-
testants were Alex Melor, 
Oakland, Oakland Mili-
tary Institute and Sandip 
Nirmel, Fremont, Harker 
Academy; they received 
$25 each.

The winner will next 
go to the Area 2 comple-
tion in Pacifica on Febru-
ary 15th, 2015.

 

Pictured are (from left) Meha Ahluwalia, Alex Melor, May-Ling Huynh, Angela Richards 
and Norm Houghton, District 10 Oratorical Chairman. See story at right.

Livermore 
Student 

Winner of 
American 

Legion 
Contest

Pictured are Regina Molitoris and her Sunset School teacher, 
Mrs. Tammy Bertuccelli.  Regina is the very first contestant 
from the Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution to win the California State 
competition.   Regina captured first in the American History 
Essay Contest for the fifth grade. Her topic, "A Child's 
Journey Through Ellis Island  (The story of Kaspar and Maria)” 
received the highest marks from the three judges with 276 out 
of 300 points. More than 3,400 essays were submitted from 
public and private schools all over the State of California. The 
award to Regina will  received her award on the opening night 
of the DAR State Conference on Thursday, March 12th at the 
Los Angeles Marriot at Burbank Airport. A letter from Nancy 
Guenther, State Chairman of the American History Committee, 
states,  "I hope it will inspire you to continue writing and 
studying our American History." Her essay will be forwarded 
to the Southwest Division to be judged in competition there.


