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See Inside Section A
Sec t ion  A i s  f i l l ed  wi th 
information about arts, people, 
entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

PET OF THE WEEK
Light up your life with beautiful Aurora, a four-year-old mini 
Schnauzer/Lhasa Apso mix. Aurora is an active, energetic dog 
who enjoys the outdoors and loves going on walks. Named after 
the Roman goddess of dawn, we guarantee you will love waking 
up to this delightful ray of sunshine! Radiating enthusiasm and 
love, Aurora waits eagerly for you at Valley Humane Society; rise, 
and adopt her today at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10am – 4pm. For more information, visit 
valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society

By Carol Graham
It can be the loneliest part of a 

middle school student's day. How-
ever, on February 12th, students at 
Joe Michell K-8 School made sure 
that no one ate lunch alone. 

"As an International Bacca-
laureate (IB) School, our mission 
is to help create a more peace-
ful world through education, so 
we are cultivating and nurturing 
student-initiated action," explained 
Principal Laura Lembo. "When our 
middle school students in Leader-
ship learned about the impact of 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Rain and warm weather have produced trees filled with blooms.

social isolation on teens their age, 
they wanted to be part of the solu-
tion so they joined the initiative: 
National No One Eats Alone Day."

During lunch, 6th-8th grade 
students were greeted at the door 
of the multipurpose room by a 
team leader and given colored 
cards directing them to tables with 
matching tablecloths. 

"The whole idea is to fight 
social isolation and get students 
to be risk takers (one of our ten 
school IB traits) by eating with 

Students Organize 'No 
One Eats Alone' Day

(See NO ONE, page 9)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Students at Joe Michell K-8 in Livermore enjoy a chat during lunch.

The Livermore City Council 
will discuss alternative concepts 
for the Isabel Neighborhood Plan 
and an update on BART to Liver-
more Extension Project.

The special meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Monday, Febru-
ary 29 at the city council cham-
bers.

The Isabel planning area cov-
ers approximately 1,100 acres 
in the northwestern portion of 
Livermore on the north and south 
side of I-580. The entire planning 
area is within the city’s adopted 
Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). 
The focus of the planning effort 
is the half mile radius around the 
proposed station.

By Ron McNicoll
The Dublin City Council unan-

imously approved writing a joint 
letter from the council and the 
Dublin Unified School District 
Board asking Gov. Jerry Brown 
and top legislators to enable Dub-
lin and other cities facing rapid 
school growth to charge higher 
developer fees.

The vote at the council Feb. 16 
meeting focused on urging relief 
as soon as possible for Dublin. 
The letter, to be drafted by city 
staff, will try to change current 
practice, or at least suspend it, so 

Livermore City Council to Discuss 
Development Near Future BART Station

About 1,300 housing units ex-
ist there, including those under 
construction, and about 520 acres 
of land developed with non-resi-
dential uses. In addition to exist-
ing business parks and residential 
developments, land uses within the 
planning area include Las Positas 
College, Costco, Cayetano Park, 
the Livermore Valley Charter 
School site, Airway Business Park, 
and G & M Farms and pumpkin 
patch.

The Isabel Neighborhood Plan 
has to meet the requirements of 
MTC’s Transit-Oriented Develop-
ment Policy. This policy requires 
a minimum of 3,850 existing or 
planned housing units within a 

half mile of new stations in order 
for the extension project to be 
eligible for transportation funding 
administered by MTC. 

Three alternative development 
plans have been created. Each 
accommodates about 4,225 new 
housing units and 3 million square 
feet of non-residential space that is 
estimated to generate about 10,270 
jobs within the planning area. The 
pieces are moved around in each 
alternative to create different lay-
outs for development.

“Alternative 1: Main Street," 
a retail center would be located 
on the west side of Isabel along 
a Main Street that runs east west 

(See DEVELOPMENT, page 6)

The Livermore Police Depart-
ment will spend $100,000 to install 
automated license plate readers in 
areas with a high volume of crime.

The expenditure was approved 
Monday by a unanimous vote 
of the Livermore City Council. 
Mayor John Marchand was absent.

The council added two require-
ments. One involved clarifying 
language regarding how the infor-
mation obtained would be used. 
The second set a requirement for 
the department to come back in a 
year with a report on the results of 
using the readers. Councilmember 
Stewart Gary suggested that the 

June Date For Next 
Trial In Retiree 
Health Care Suit

Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge George Hernandez 
has scheduled a trial for June 24 
in the second phase of the lawsuit 
by Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory retirees hoping to be 
restored to University of California 
health care programs.

The retirees have not been eligi-
ble for UC group health care plans 
since 2008, when the University no 
longer had sole responsibility for 
managing the Laboratory. 

In their lawsuit, the retirees 
have argued that prior to that time, 
they made career choices based on 
University promises that amounted 
to an implied if not an explicit 
contract for continued health care 
after retirement.

They saw the core of their 
argument affirmed in a Phase 1 
trial last October when Judge 
Hernandez ruled emphatically that 
UC Regents had the authority to 
enter into an implied contract and 
in fact intended to do so.  Among 
other evidence, his ruling cited well 
documented actions taken in 1961, 
following extensive discussion and 
debate, when the Regents created 
the foundation of the modern UC 
health care system.

The Phase 2 trial in June will 

By Ron McNicoll
Calls for more transparency 

and accountability in the manag-
ing of Livermore's two publicly 
funded charter schools have in-
creased, with state Superinten-
dent  of Public Instruction Tom 
Torlakson meeting with local 
school district and charter school 
officials for more than two hours 
on Feb. 19.

Further, parents on the site 

Torlakson Seeks Greater Livermore 
Charter School Accountability 

council of the Livermore Valley 
Charter Preparatory (LVCP) on 
Feb. 22 approved sending a let-
ter to the governing board of the 
Tri-Valley Learning Corporation 
(TVLC) with questions that it 
wants answered.

The site council has elected and 
appointed members to help man-
age the Charter Prep's business, 
but it is one rung below the TVLC 
board on the organizational ladder.

The increasing calls for im-
provement in  board and adminis-
tration responsibility stem from a 
Notice of Violations (NOV) from 
TVLC sponsor Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD). It highlighted four vio-
lations that needed to be remedied 
immediately. 

The violations include the fail-
ure to meet the Dec. 15 deadline 
to submit an audit report for the 

past fiscal year, alleged illegality 
of charging excessive tuition to 
foreign students, failure to pay a 
debt to Las Positas College, and 
failure to achieve racial and ethnic 
balance compatible with the com-
munity in TVLC's K-8 school, the 
Livermore Valley Charter School, 
which holds a lottery annually for 
enrollment.

After separate meetings with 
(See CHARTER, page 5)

By Ron Mcnicoll

Zone 7 Water Agency will con-
sider endorsing an updated State 
Water Plan, which includes what 
is called the Delta Fix.

The board was scheduled to 
consider approving it at its meet-
ing Feb. 17. The board packet 
included a staff recommendation 
to back the plan and the Delta 
Fix, which includes the contro-
versial twin tunnels. However, the 
agenda itself said the item was for 
information only leading to the 
postponement.                        . 

Under Brown Act rules,  the 
board had to confine itself to what 
was printed on the agenda, even 
though it had been in error.

Director Angela Ramirez 
Holmes said there was advantage 
to the one-month delay, because 
it gives the public more time to 
become familiar with the Delta 
Fix. Zone 7 posted the packet on 
its web page, where the public 
can have access. The main Zone 7 
page is at http://www.zone7water.
com/. The 18-page report itself is 
at http://www.zone7water.com/
images/pdf_docs/agenda_febru-
ary/2-17-16_10.pdf.

Zone 7 associate engineer 

Dublin to Ask Brown to 
Ease School Construction 
Money Constraints

that Dublin could charge Level 3 
developer fees. In effect, it would 
mean that developers would fill 
out the costs of school construction 
that can't be covered by Dublin's 
local bonding effort. Dublin voters 
have passed two bonds in recent 
years. A $283 million  bond will 
appear on the ballot in June.

In order to retain the current 
Level 2 fees charged by the district, 
a bond measure vote is required. It 
is also supposed to make Dublin 
eligible to charge Level 3 fees, if 
the state no longer can provide its 

(See DUBLIN, page 5)

Council OKs 
License Plate 
Readers

(See TRIAL, page 6)

Zone 7 to Consider 
Endorsing Updated Delta Fix

Amparo Flores outlined the ad-
vantages of having the Delta Fix. 
They include better quality water 
for untreated and treated water 
customers and building on exist-
ing infrastructure. It is the most 
economical long-term solution, 
Flores said.

The Delta Fix, with its proposed 
Twin Tunnels designed to bypass 
the Delta to avoid fish reproduc-
tion issues and degraded water, is 
a controversial proposal put forth 
by Gov. Jerry Brown. Opponents 
say it would cost too much and 
deprive farmers in the Central Val-
ley of enough water to take care of 
their needs.

Commenting on the Delta Fix, 
director Dick Quigley said that 
water intakes north of the Delta 
would result in much cleaner wa-
ter, which would be comparable 
to Sacramento's. "There would be 
less salt, no turbidity, and other 
yuck. We have sludge piles at our 
treatment plant. It would lower our 
costs for treatment."

Quigley said he will be voting 
for endorsing the Delta Fix at the 
board meeting next month.

On another water item relevant 

(See ZONE 7, page 4)

(See READERS, page 2)
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27 Years in Real Estate

Find me on Facebook at www.facebook.com/seniorsrealestatespecialist

Lic. #00979099

Spring Cleaning Time!
Carpet & Mattress

Deep & Green Cleaning
Safe for your 

health & environment

(925) 421-0204
oxieco.com

PetCuraVet.com 
1817 Holmes Street, 

Livermore

(925) 292-0117

15% OFF
SPAY

& NEUTER

$100 OFF
DENTAL

CLEANING
Does not include blood 

work or medication.

VACCINATION
CLINIC

SAT & SUN 1-4PM

$15
VACCINATIONS

(Excludes Lyme Disease, 
Influenza, Rattlesnake & Purevax)

50% OFF
Wellness Plan
Membership

Ask for Details

MICROCHIPPING

$45
Coupons may not be combined 
with any offer. Expires 6/30/16.

FREE
EXAM
($49 Value)
new clients

Coupons may not be combined 
with any offer. Expires 6/30/16.

Coupons may not be combined 
with any offer. Expires 6/30/16.

Coupons may not be combined 
with any offer. Expires 6/30/16.

Coupons may not be combined 
with any offer. Expires 6/30/16.

Coupons may not be combined 
with any offer. Expires 6/30/16.

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605$648,000 
3 bedrooms and two full bathrooms
Move in ready and large private lot
Hurry, this one will be gone soon!

406 Humboldt Way, Livermore

VALLeY ROUndUP
No Serious Injury

A12-year-old Wells Middle School student was riding 
his bicycle southbound on Village Parkway on the sidewalk 
on Feb. 17 just after 8 a.m. when he was struck by a car. 

The student is in stable condition. He is being treated for 
a broken arm, as well as scrapes and bruises. 

The accident took place as the child was passing the 
center driveway to the parking lot at Dublin High School. A 
72-year-old driver was exiting the parking lot. As the driver 
pulled out onto northbound Village Parkway, he struck the 
child and continued driving for approximately 50 feet with 
the child under his vehicle. 

Other students in the area were able to get the attention 
of the driver in order to stop his vehicle.

Dublin Police Services and Alameda County Fire Depart-
ment responded to the scene to fi nd the child pinned under 
a vehicle. The child was conscious and speaking with fi rst 
responders. Air bags and cribbing were used to extricate 
the child from under the vehicle. The child was airlifted to 
Children’s Hospital in Oakland. 

His father wanted the community to know the family is 
appreciative of the community’s concern. He pointed out 
that he believes the fact that his son was wearing a helmet 
prevented him from incurring more serious injuries. 

The details of this accident are currently under investiga-
tion and no other details are available at this time.

The district would like to acknowledge the students and 
staff of Dublin High School who were on scene Wednesday 
morning and acted quickly in a diffi cult situation to come 
to the aid of the injured student. 

 Baker Introduces Bills
Assemblywoman Catharine Baker (R-San Ramon) has 

introduced three bills aimed at protecting victims of crimes 
and increasing public safety resources.

“Every Californian deserves to live in a safe environ-
ment. Unfortunately, no community in our state is immune 
from crime. The victims may be our neighbors, friends, or 
loved ones. We can do more to ensure public safety offi cials 
have the resources they need to combat and prosecute crimi-
nals. We can provide victims and survivors with the support 
and security they need to rebuild their lives,” said Baker.

AB 2202 Human Traffi cking, Funding Vertical Prosecu-
tion: This bill will fund vertical prosecution programs in up 
to 11 District Attorney Offi ces. Vertical prosecution involves 

one or more staff attorneys handling a specifi c type of case 
from arraignment to conviction, rather than a case having 
different attorneys at each stage of prosecution 

AB 2263 Safe At Home Program, Private Title Records 
For Domestic Violence Survivors: California law established 
the “Safe at Home Program” to protect victims of domestic 
violence, stalking, and sexual assault survivors from their 
abusers. This program allows survivors to keep private 
personal identifying information, such as a residential ad-
dress, to prevent their abuser from fi nding them. There is 
one gaping loophole in the Safe at Home Program: the title 
to property in local Assessor’s Offi ce. As a result, victims 
of domestic violence and other Californians intended to be 
protected by Safe at Home can be found by perpetrators who 
go to the Assessor’s Offi ce to locate and track them down. 
The proposed bill will eliminate this loophole.

AB 2295 Restitution, Ensuring Full Compensation To 
Victims: In 2008, California voters passed Proposition 9, 
also known as Marsy’s Law, which codifi ed victims of 
crimes such as assault, abuse, homicide, robbery, human 
traffi cking, and other violent offenses. The bill provides the 
unconditional right to receive restitution from the offender 
for the loss suffered by the victim. Penal Code Sections 
1202.4(f) and (g) confl icts with Mary’s Law. As a result this 
can cause uncertainty for trial courts in deciding whether 
to award full restitution to victims. AB 2295 would correct 
the Penal Code to conform to the California Constitution as 
amended by the passage of Marsy’s Law. 

For the full text of each bill, visit www.leginfo.ca.gov.

Suspects in Custody
The Pleasanton Police, in conjunction with partnering 

agencies, have identifi ed primary suspects in the recent 
robbery cases at Stoneridge Mall. 

These suspects have been taken into custody by The Oak-
land Police Department. Because they are juveniles, their 
identities will not be released at this time. The investigation 
into these robberies is still very active. 

Patrols of the Stoneridge Mall area have increased.  The 
Department will continue to fi nd ways to partner with Simon 
properties in maintaining the safety of Stoneridge Mall. 

Those who enjoy the shopping in Pleasanton are encour-
aged to be aware of their surroundings. Any suspicious 
activity should be reported to the police department.

Anyone with information regarding these cases, is asked 
to call the Pleasanton Police Department at (925) 931-5100.

Both robberies occured in the parking lot.
One took place on Feb. 21. It involved a 63-year old 

female, whose purse was taken.  One of the suspects 
brandished either a rifl e or shotgun.  The victim fell to the 
ground and a suspect kicked her in the back before fl eeing 
with her purse.  The victim sustained minor injuries but did 
not require hospitalization.  

 The other robbery, on Feb. 20,  involved a 17-year old 
and several friends. The suspects exited their vehicle and 
began trying to talk to the girls.  When the girls continued 
to walk away, one male caught up to the victim and grabbed 
her purse.  She attempted to wrestle her purse away when 
the suspect struck her once in the face with his fi st, pushed 
her to the ground, and took her purse. 

 
School District Offers Mobile App

The Livermore Valley Joint School District has devel-
oped a new mobile application that will provide parents 
and community members with current District information, 
including news stories, the school calendar and special 
events schedule. “As Superintendent I am fully committed 
to keeping lines of communication open and active,” says 
Superintendent Kelly Bowers.

The mobile application was built in collaboration with 
School Messenger, the District’s provider of automated 
notifi cations, including the all call and email alerts. School 
Messenger offers a suite of communications channels in-
cluding email, text message, phone call, and now, mobile 
application alerts.

Geoff Warner, Chief Technology Offi cer for the District, 
led the effort to develop and refi ne the App. “Adding the 
mobile application increases our communications channels,” 
says Warner. “The App will give us another way to get in 
touch with parents in the case of emergency or student 
safety concerns, and will also provide access to resources, 
reference material and information.”

The application is available for free download in the 
iTunes Store and the Google Play Store.

Correction
An article last week (Valley Fever: A Silent, Unpredict-

able Menace) mischaracterized the relationship of two 
people who run a website that works for greater understand-
ing of Valley Fever.  Sharon Filip is David Filip’s mother, 
not his wife.

report also include informa-
tion about body cameras and 
use of force.

The funds will allow for 
the purchase and deploy-
ment of between two and 
five license plate readers. 
They would be placed in 
high volume areas, which 
the department described, 
as places where people come 
into town to commit crimes. 

The readers will help 
the police to located stolen 
vehicles, vehicles driven 
by wanted felons,  and to 
find missing children and 
adults. Digital cameras will 
take a photo of the license 
plate, the vehicle and the 
date and time the photo was 
taken. There would be no 
information concerning the 
driver or registered owner 
of the vehicle.

The information collect-
ed would be compared to a 
database of stolen/wanted 
vehicle license plates. If a 
match were made, offi cers 
would be alerted. 

The data collected would 
be stored for a year at the 
Northern California Re-
gional Intelligence Center 
(NICRIC), unless it becomes 
part of a criminal investiga-
tion. Then it would be kept. 

NICRIC provides 24/7 
security. Access to the data 
is only granted to agen-
cies who agree to a privacy 
policy. Information is con-
trolled and every search 

recorded. Law enforcement 
must have both a need and 
a right to know in order to 
search. Searches are audited 
to ensure compliance with 
the policy.

The council was told 
that people enter Livermore 
from 580 to commit crimes. 
Of the 90 people arrested 
last year, 87 were not from 
Livermore.

During the public hear-
ing, Andrew Barker said 
he was concerned about 
attaining a balance between 
privacy and security. He sug-
gested that the city require 
the police to make an an-
nual report that includes the 
number of records, kinds of 
alerts and crimes that were 
prevented. 

Asked about using the 
information to track down 
expired registrations, Po-
lice Captain J. Young said, 
"Registrations would not be 
something we would track. 

It would take too much of-
fi cer time. Crimes involving 
property and violent crimes 
would be the focus." 

Police Chief Michael 
Harris said that he would be 
comfortable with a policy 
that set a threshold limit-
ing searches to felonies 
or violent misdemeanors, 
waving a weapon or fi nding 
a missing child or person." 
He also said he would be 
happy to report on the use 
of the system.

 He noted that use of the 
readers has been extremely 
effective in locating stolen 
vehicles and felons in other 
areas. "Having the license 
plate number gives us a head 
start."

Councilmember Bob 
Woerner commented, "The 
safeguards are sufficient. 
The benefi ts outweigh the 
perceived risks. We can al-
ways revoke the use of the 
license plate readers."

READERS
(continued from page one)

For the first time ever, 
scientists at Lawrence Liver-
more National Lab and UC 
Santa Cruz have successfully 
3D-printed supercapacitors 
using an ultra-lightweight 
graphene aerogel, opening 
the door to novel, uncon-
strained designs of highly 
effi cient energy storage sys-
tems for smartphones, wear-
ables, implantable devices, 
electric cars and wireless 
sensors. 

 Using a 3D-printing pro-
cess called direct-ink writing 
and a graphene-oxide com-
posite ink specially designed 
at the Lab, the LLNL team 
was able to print micro-
architected electrodes and 
build supercapacitors able 
to retain energy on par with 

Lab Researchers Pioneer 3D Printing 
of Ultra-lightweight Supercapacitors

 
those made with electrodes 
10 to 100 times thinner.

The results were released 
online in the journal Nano 
Letters on Jan. 28.

“This breaks through 
the limitations of what 2D 
manufacturing can do,” said 
engineer Cheng Zhu, the 
paper’s lead author. “We can 
fabricate a large range of 3D 
architectures. In a phone (for 
instance) you would only 
need to leave a small area for 
energy storage. The geom-
etry can be very complex.”

Supercapacitors can also 
charge incredibly fast, Zhu 
said, in theory requiring 
just a few minutes or sec-
onds to reach full capacity. 
In the future, Zhu and his 
fellow researchers believe 

newly designed 3D-printed 
supercapacitors will be used 
to create unique electron-
ics that are currently dif-
fi cult or even impossible to 
make using other synthetic 
methods, including fully 
customized smartphones and 
paper-based or foldable de-
vices, while at the same time 
achieving unprecedented 
levels of performance.

The lab researchers 
worked closely with UC 
Santa Cruz professor Yat Li 
and grad student Tianyu Liu, 
who performed the electro-
chemical characterizations 
and optimized the materials 
used in the process.

Over the next year, the 
researchers intend to expand 
the technology by develop-

ing new 3D designs, using 
different inks and improving 
the performance of existing 
materials.

“This is defi nitely a fi rst 
step toward the future,” Zhu 
said. “There will be more to 
come. We still have a lot to 
improve on.”

Funding for the research 
came from the internal Lab-
oratory Directed Research & 
Development (LDRD).
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Law Offices of 
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The Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
(LLNL) is looking for lo-
cal technicians, machinists, 
and tradespeople to attend a 
Career Fair on March 10 at 
the Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center in Livermore.

Lab recruiters expect 
to fill at least 80 jobs in 
areas such as Information 
Technology, Environment 
Safety & Health, Manage-
ment & Budget, and Human 
Resources.

Experienced HVAC, 
electrical,  mechanical, 
health and safety, and laser 
optics technicians, as well as 
electricians, drafters, system 
administrators, boiler me-
chanics and plumbers from 
across the Bay Area and sur-
rounding communities are 
invited to attend. The fair is 
also open to recent graduates 
with some experience and 

students graduating with As-
sociate Degrees from local 
community colleges.

“We have needs through-
out our career spectrum,” 
said Randy Pico, LLNL 
Engineering Directorate's 
senior superintendent. “We 
do this so rarely in our own 
community, so it’s an incred-
ible opportunity for people 
to come in and meet (recruit-
ers) from the lab. It’s a really 
exciting time for us. We just 
feel strongly that our local 
pipeline is ready for this.”

The last such job fair 
occurred in 2001, Pico said.

The event runs from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Com-
munity Center, 4444 East 
Ave. in Livermore.

For more information, 
contact Randy Pico at 925-
422-4999 or 925-699-4827, 
or send an email pico4@
llnl.gov.

The Alameda County 
District Attorney’s Office 
issued its  final report on  the 
July 5, 2015 officer-involved 
shooting in Pleasanton in 

Lab to Hold 
Career Fair

which Officer Daniel Kun-
kel shot 19-year-old John 
Deming Jr.

After a review of the 
evidence, the District Attor-

ney’s Office concluded that 
Officer Kunkel acted in law-
ful self-defense and will not 
be charged with any crime.  
“We respect the findings 
of the District Attorney’s 
Report .  I want to express 
our deepest condolences to 
the family of Mr. Deming Jr.  
I also want to communicate 
support for Officer Kunkel 
and his family through this 
time.” said Pleasanton Chief 
of Police Dave Spiller.

Geragos & Geragos, a 
high-profile law firm hired 
by the family, has repeat-
edly accused the Police 
Department of lying, chang-
ing its story and making 
false accusations. The firm 
filed a wrongful death claim 

against the city on behalf 
of Deming’s parents, Linda 
Stasi and John Deming Sr., 
shortly after the shooting. 
According to reports, the 
firm plans to file a lawsuit, 
likely within the next week, 
referring to the district attor-
ney's conclusions, as a "reci-
tation of police reports.” 

The incident was inde-
pendently investigated by 
the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office and their 
Officer Involved Shoot-
ing (OIS) Team. The team, 
which consists of expe-
rienced investigators and 
deputy district attorneys, 
spent the last seven months 
investigating the issue and 
concluded:   “The evidence 

shows that Officer Kunkel 
believed that lethal force 
was necessary because he 
believed he was about to lose 
consciousness as a result of 
Mr. Deming Jr.’s ongoing 
attacks."

While the Pleasanton 
Police Department is sat-
isfied with the depth and 
thoroughness of the District 

Attorney’s investigation 
and Report, the loss of life 
is tragic for all parties in-
volved.  

A copy of the Final Re-
port may be obtained di-
rectly from the District At-
torney’s Office by writing or 
contacting Assistant District 
Attorney Teresa Drenick, at 
Teresa.Drenick@acgov.org.

Investigatin Clears Pleasanton Police Officer in Fatal Shooting
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Mind Made Up
Matt Sullivan
Former Pleasanton 
City Councilmember

It was disappointing 
to see that Mayor Jerry 
Thorne, in his announce-
ment of his candidacy for 
re-election during a sold 
out breakfast of Pleasanton 
business and developer 
movers and shakers - an 
astonishing 10 months be-
fore election day - that 
one his priorities will be 
the construction of a new 
Costco and hotels on John-
son Drive.  

This despite there has 
yet to be a single City 
Council public hearing on 
the project and the broad 
public opposition evident 
from the last city-spon-
sored neighborhood meet-
ing where over 150 resi-
dents and small business 
owners expressed their 
views.  The city staff has 
been relentlessly pushing 
the approval of this project, 
and apparently Thorne has 
already made up his mind 
before he hears from a 
single constituent.  

Those of us active in 
Pleasanton politics have 
long bemoaned our “bought 
and paid for” Council rep-
resentatives, but the Cost-
co proposal has clearly 
brought to light what C. 
Wright Mills described: the 
merger of corporation and 
state into a “Power Elite," 
making decisions without 
regard for and beyond the 
influence of the public.   

Our only hope of regain-
ing our power as demo-
cratic citizens is if enough 
of us stand up and demand 
something better from our 
government.

Solar & PG&E
Roger Lake
Livermore

A number of years ago, 
in the mid 2000’s there was 
a Livermore Solar Initia-
tive, where a few people 
(along with Tom Ritter) got 
together with a company 
called Akeena to install 
solar systems – it went 
well.  At the time PG&E 
gave a Time of Use rate, 
E7 (12 to 6pm for high 
priced generation/use) to 
some people in the group, 
it was good for everyone 
and encouraged the solar 
industry.

Scroll forward to today; 
E7 is expiring on March 1. 
The California Public Utili-
ties has 3 rate schedules: 
ETOU–A, ETOU–B and 
E6.   The first two have the 
high rates at 3pm-8pm and 
4 pm -9 pm respectively, 
which means that the high 
price credits earned in day-
light hours and spent in 
the evening provide no 
advantage.

However the E6 high 
rates are from 1pm to 7 
pm, much better almost as 
good as E7.

The issue is that PG&E 
has neglected to offer E6 to 
the public. In a notification 
of these rates sent from 
PG&E, you will notice all 
the wonderful benefits and 
hype of ETOU-A and B and 
not a word on signing up 
for E6. The only mention 
of E6 was the last sentence 
in the fourth paragraph …. 
“The CPUC is closing the 
E6 rate to new customers 
and requiring all customers 
on the outdated E7 rate op-
tion to transition to a new 
rate”. (Gray type on gray 
paper).  

 I called PG&E at the 
number on the flyer and 

Carnegie Expansion
Spores that cause Valley Fever can be found 

in the Tesla-Carnegie area, where the state plans 
to expand off-road vehicle activities. The fungal 
disease, endemic to California and the entire 
southwest, is caused by inhaling tiny spores of a 
fungus found in dust that then lodge in the lung.

There is no cure and the disease cannot be 
prevented except by not breathing dust. 

At the hearing held recently in Tracy to take 
input on plans to expand the Carnegie Off-Road 
Vehicle Park, UC-Berkeley professor John Tay-
lor described the area as a hotspot for Valley 
Fever. He stated that more cases of the disease 
can be anticipated when visitors breathe in dirt 
thrown up by spinning tires. 

The impact would not just be at the park. Ve-
hicles become covered with dirt, dust and mud. 
Often the vehicles are transported down Tesla 
Road in Livermore on uncovered trailers where 
the dust and spores can be blown off impacting 
residents.

The potential of seeing increased cases of the 
disease can be added to the list of reasons not 
to move forward with the expansion of off-road 
uses into the Tesla area.

The inaugural meet-
ing of the newly formed 
Altamont Regional Rail 
Working Group was held on 
Wednesday, February 10th 
at the Livermore Amador 
Valley Transit Authority 
offices. 

Focus of the Working 
Group centers on the de-
cades of planning for BART 
to Livermore and the need 
to have BART go to Green-
ville Road in Livermore 
to make the inter-regional 
connection with the San 
Joaquin Valley via the Al-
tamont Corridor Express 
(ACE rail service).

Supervisor Scott Hagger-
ty, who was elected Chair of 
the Working Group, stated, 
“I’m very happy to be sit-
ting with my colleagues—
the Mayors who represent 
the Tri-Valley cities, elected 
officials from the City of 
Tracy and the County of 
San Joaquin, Directors from 
BART and ACE, and hon-
ored representatives of our 
congressional delegation. 
The time for waiting and 
being patient for BART to 
come to Livermore to con-
nect with ACE is over. As 
elected officials, I think it 
is important that we figure 
out a way to deliver this 
project.”

The BART to ACE proj-
ect is planned for construc-
tion along the I-580 cor-
ridor, with the first phase of 
the project extending BART 
as far as Isabel Avenue at 
a cost of $1.2 billion. The 
Working Group estimates 
that each year of delay in 
the project cost taxpayers 
approximately $30 million.

“We all understand that 
there is a lack of balance 

Group to Focus on BART 
Connection to ACE

between jobs and housing 
in the region,” comment-
ed Livermore Mayor John 
Marchand. “The result is 
increasing travel and con-
gestion on I-580 to connect 
housing in the San Joaquin 
Valley with jobs in the Bay 
Area. What’s important to 
know is that there is now 
an organization that under-
stands and is planning for 
this important mega-region 
corridor.”

Members of the Work-
ing Group include Alameda 
County Supervisor Scott 
Haggerty, Chair of the San 
Joaquin County Board of 
Supervisors, Moses Za-
pien, Dublin Mayor David 
Haubert, Pleasanton Mayor 
Jerry Thorne, Livermore 
Mayor John Marchand, 
Tracy Councilmember Ve-
ronica Vargas , ACE Board 
Member Vince Hernandez 
(Councilmember from City 
of Manteca), BART Board 
Member John McPartland, 
and LAVTA Board Mem-
ber and Livermore City 
Councilmember Steven Spe-
dowfski

The Working Group will 
meet bi-monthly in an effort 
to plan for the most efficient, 
cost effective delivery of 
BART to ACE, with near 
future meetings focusing 
on the development of the 
Working Group’s goals and 
objectives, to include find-
ing examples of successful 
methods of rail project deliv-
ery from around the nation.

For more information on 
the Altamont Regional Rail 
Working Group, contact 
Michael Tree, Executive 
Director for the Livermore 
Amador Valley Transit Au-
thority at 925-455-7564.

 

ZONE 7
(continued from page one)

to Zone 7, the state Depart-
ment of Water Resources 
announced Feb. 18 that it has 
released draft regulations 
that will assist groundwater 
management agencies in 
meeting standards  in the 
Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act that Brown 
signed in September 2014.

The intent is to give 
power to local agencies to 
manage their basins. Zone 
7 already manages the Val-
ley's main ground-water 
basin, and was recognized 
as manager in the Act. Zone 
7 General Manager Jill Du-
erig said the agency will file 
for status as the manager 
before the deadline in the 
regulations.

The initial draft of the 
Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan regulations is available 
for public review on the 
DWR website, where the 
public can submit written 
comments through March 
25.  The final Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan regula-
tions will also take public 
comment into consideration.

For more information 
regarding California ground-
water please visit: http://
www.water.ca.gov/ground-
water/index.cfm.

One-third of the state's 
water comes from ground-
water basins, according to 
the Department of Water 
Resources.

 

was given the pitch on 
ETOU A&B and then asked 
to switch to E6 and it was 
immediately done. No argu-
ment. This action of “hid-
ing” the better rate from 
consumers is deception 
pure and simple.

 This is where I hope 
that you can help. I feel 
that there may be more 
affected folks in our area 
that may be unaware of this 
situation and hope that you 
can get the word out before 
March 1. This would be of 
great benefit to a number 
of people.

Valley Fever
David Filip
Co-founder of 
Valley Fever Survivor
www.valleyfeversurvivor.
com

I was grateful to see 
that Jeff Garberson's recent 
article "Valley Fever: A 
Silent, Unpredictable Men-
ace" treated the topic so 
responsibly.  Valley Fever 
is a serious and dangerous 
disease that is swept under 
the rug all too often

When my mother Sha-
ron returned from a trip to 
the Southwest and nearly 
died from Valley Fever in 
2001, I explored the medi-
cal research and found the 
disease to be treated like a 
local secret.  Together we 
founded Valley Fever Sur-
vivor, an organization dedi-
cated to spreading knowl-
edge about this disease by 
sharing medical research 
that would not otherwise 
be distributed to the public. 

Valley Fever can be a 
chronic disease, wax and 
wane, or go dormant and 
reactivate later.  The fatigue 
can be chronic and debili-
tating.  Lest anyone doubt 
its seriousness, Valley Fe-
ver was regulated along 
with Ebola and anthrax in 
two antiterrorism laws for 
16 years.  This pathogen is 
considered the most viru-
lent fungal parasite known 
to man.  Once inhaled, a 
person will have it for life 
and it takes only one spore 
to cause a lethal infection. 

Also, since only 2% of 
infections are ever esti-
mated to be diagnosed, 98% 
are either misdiagnosed or 
undiagnosed.  This makes 
the case reporting statistics 
give a distorted view of the 
problem while ignoring 
the fact that undiagnosed 
cases have been proven to 
activate later - sometimes 
decades after the initial 
infection.

Economically, all of us 
have been paying for Valley 
Fever for decades through 
federal services like Medi-
care.  The Journal of the 
American Medical Asso-
ciation in 2013 evaluated 
costs in California.  Since 
that state represents 30% of 
America's cases and costs 
have risen, over one billion 
dollars in annual nation-
wide Valley Fever medical 
costs could be projected go-
ing forward.  Incidentally, 
completion of the poorly 
funded vaccine and cure 
projects would only cost a 
tiny fraction of this.

Valley Fever Survivor's 
outreach also extends to pa-
tient support.  Searching for 
"Active Valley Fever Sur-
vivor Support Group" on 
Facebook will bring people 
to our group with hundreds 
of participants from coast to 
coast and around the world.  
We have spent the last four-
teen years educating on 
this topic through books, 
videos, our web site www.
valleyfeversurvivor.com 
and media appearances.

The more people under-
stand the whole truth, the 
more people will recognize 
the importance of eradicat-
ing Valley Fever.

Charter School
Donna Fortner
Livermore

After reading the articles 
in the Tri-Valley and the In-
dependent, I felt compelled 
to write a letter. Below are 
my concerns for the two 
schools.

Lack of transparency is 

an issue for the Livermore 
School System and the 
parents of school children 
in the Charter High School.

60 students are solicited 
from China and are then 
charged tuition (around 
$15,000) within a public 
high school. This violates 
State Law and should, if it 
isn’t already, violate Fed-
eral Law also. 

Where are these stu-
dents going to be housed?

All money in the Char-
ter High School should 
be separate from money 
that is used for the Private 
Academy.

Before they move into 
the new High School, the 
Livermore Valley Charter 
School should pay all old 
debts.

The Charter School, 
both K-8 and the High 
School should solicit chil-
dren from throughout the 
district. Letters should be 
distributed to all of the 
schools and given to par-
ents of those children

State Superintendent of 
Education Tom Torlakson 
said in the Valley Times 
that all issues appeared to 
be resolvable. We shall see.

Thank You
Richard Waltz 
Livermore

I  would personally 
like to thank the lady who  
turned onto Fenton Street 
from Murrieta Blvd. on 
February 10, 2016. I was 
walking over to the Water-
mark at Rosewood Gardens 
to visit my mom around 
12;45 PM.

My left knee gave out 
on me and I fell against the 
curbing around the PG&E 
office on Murrieta Blvd. 
She stopped her car by the 
mailbox and walked across 
the street to check on me to 
make sure I was all right. 

I was able to get up on 
my own. She stayed with 
me for a few minutes. I 
assured her I was ok. I told 
her that my wife Esther is 
home and that I would call 
her. I thank my lucky stars, 
it could have been a lot 
worse. I have a bruised tail 
bone. However, I am on the 
mend; just sore and bruised.

Thanks again for your 
kindness on my behalf.

Political Cowardice
Gil Stratton
Livermore

Your article on valley 
fever revived a long held 
theory that off road recre-
ational vehicles using plac-
es known to be hotspots for 
valley fever spores may be 
the cause for the very high 
incidence of this disease.

The Tesla/Carnegie 
area was identified during 
the 1940's as a significant 
source of coccidioidomy-
cosis spores, but the num-
ber of victims was very 
small. This was mentioned 
during the hearings that 
preceded the purchase and 
establishment of the off 
road vehicle park for rec-
reational use during the 
1980's. The number of 
cases of valley fever seems 
to have begun a sharp rise 
and the geographic distri-
bution also became much 
larger. It is now approach-
ing epidemic numbers.

Vehicles using the park 
become covered with dirt, 
dust and mud, which is 
where the spores exist and 
there are no facilities for 
washing the contaminated 
vehicles. Often the ve-
hicles are transported  on 
uncovered trailers where 
the dust and spores can 
be blown off. Likely, the 
residual spores and grime 
are washed off at the final 
destination. This seems like 
an ideal way to spread the 
infectious agent not only 
to new victims, but also to 
introduce it to new habitats 
where it may flourish.

Most societies thrive on 
healthy growth so whether 
it is the plague or rotten 
teeth (Fluoride), we can 
rely on our leaders to down 
play all such problems es-
pecially if the solutions are 
controversial.

New Arms Race?
Stephanie Ericson 
Dublin

The President’s budget 
request for Department of 
Energy funding in FY2017 
shows a disappointing and 
dangerous continued trend 
towards greater nuclear 
weapons development.

It does take a few small 
positive steps, such as this 
year’s modest increase to 
$69 million in spending 
for dismantling previously 
retired nukes. But overall, 
the $9.94 billion proposed in 
nuclear weapons activities, 
up 4.45% this year, reflects 
an escalating commitment to 
new nuclear weapons devel-
opment. This runs counter 
to international treaty com-
mitments, publicly stated 
disarmament goals and com-
mon sense.

The rapidly upward fund-
ing trajectory for the new 
W80-4 warhead being de-
veloped at Livermore Lab 
is particularly disturbing. 
From $9 million in FY2015 
to $220 in FY2016 to a 
planned $636 in five years 
and continuing upward, the 
expected total cost of this 
warhead plus its associated 
new missile is $30 billion.  A 
potential first-strike weapon, 
its critics include former 
Defense Secretary William 
Perry, who calls it “uniquely 
destabilizing” because other 
countries could not distin-
guish the nuclear-tipped 
missile from its convention-
al weapon twin, if launched.

We seem to be sense-
lessly engaged in a new 
arms race, in the face of all 
wisdom, morality, and fiscal 
prudence.

Refunds of an 
Illegal Tax
Timothy A. Bittle
Director of Legal Affairs
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association

If the State’s Fire Preven-
tion Fee is declared an illegal 
tax, many people want to 
know if they will be refund-
ed their share of the over $70 
million collected by CalFire 
annually. Some people were 
confused by a published 
legal notice, which gave 
information about the class 
action challenging this Fee. 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association would like to set 
the record straight.   

Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association filed a lawsuit 
because we believe this 
“fee” is an illegal tax. If we 
prove our case, we will be 
asking the Court to order 
CalFire to issue refunds to 
everyone represented in our 
lawsuit. So the $70 million 
dollar question is... who are 
we representing?

We are only allowed to 
represent those who have 
both paid the Fire Fee and, 
at one time or another, filed 
a Petition for Redetermina-
tion within 30 days of the 
date on their bill. If you fit 
that description, then you 
are already represented by 
our lawsuit, and you do not 
have to do anything to be 
eligible for a refund.

Anyone who does not 
wish to be represented by 
our lawsuit may “opt-out.” 
We published opt-out in-
structions in newspapers, 
and it is also available on 
our website. But if you opt-
out, please be aware that you 
may be forfeiting a refund. 
If you were confused and 
sent us an opt-out request by 
mistake, you can withdraw 
your request. Simply send 
us a letter by March 7, 2016. 
Our mailing address is: 921 
11th Street, Suite 1201, Sac-
ramento, CA 95814.

If you want to be repre-
sented by our lawsuit but 
never filed a Petition for 
Redetermination, please 
visit our website: www.Fire-
TaxProtest.org. Our website 
gives information about 
filing a Petition as well as 
information about the Fire 
Fee. You can also sign up for 
email updates if you would 
like to know how our lawsuit 
is progressing.
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Interest rates are still at record lows, but may 
be increasing soon.  Now is a great time to take 
advantage of today’s great rates.

-Conforming and Jumbo Purchase & Refinance
-FHA, VA, Conventional Loan Programs
-First Time Homebuyer Loans
-Timely Closings and Professional Service
Michelle is available, experienced and ready to 
provide fast loan approvals and competitive rates 
to her clients. She is skilled at evaluating your short 
and long term goals in order to create a home 
loan solution that best meets your financial needs, 
while keeping the process as easy and stress-free as 
possible.  Call anytime for a complimentary home 
loan analysis to see what options are available.

 

Now Is The Time To 
Purchase Or Refinance

Michelle Paxton
Loan Officer
Cell: (408) 891-0090
Office: (925) 426-8383 x 51
michelle@divmg.com
www.divmg.com/michelle-paxton
NMLS #831343

A division of CMG Mortgage Inc.  NMLS#1820.  Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight 
under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act.   #4150025.   Branch NMLS# 508121.  
Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

Cherish Tax &  
Bookkeeping Service
Tax Preparation
We do:  Individual, Corporate,  

Partnership, & Small Business Tax

High Quality. Low Prices.
Switch with Us and Pay  

$50+ less than last year!
(We Speak Chinese)

(415) 971-8212
cherishtaxandbookkeeping@gmail.com

cherishtax.wix.com/home

53rd Annual

 Coin Show
March 6, 2016
10:00am - 5:00pm
free admission
free appraisals

elk’s lodge
940 Larkspur Drive, Livermore
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Science Odyssey features work by students in grades K-12. Their efforts were on 
display at Junction Avenue K-8 School on Feb. 18. Judges evaluated projects for 
content and interviewed students about the experimental process and what the 
students learned through the process. In addition to student work, a variety of 
interactive demonstrations were offered by community organizations including a 
planetarium show and live music.

 

TVLC officials and LVJUSD 
Superintendent Kelly Bow-
ers and Chief Business Offi-
cial Susan Kinder, Torlakson 
told news organizations 
and charter school parents 
that he had discussed the 
violations with both school 
administrations. 

He said that he was 
convinced that both ad-
ministrations are working 
toward a solution of all of 
the problems. Further, he 
said, "There is no threat of 
the schools closing." They 
need to take care of the au-
dit, and the payments to Las 
Positas College, which total 
$208,000. Both LPC and 
TVLC have said they have 
reached an agreement on a 
payment deal, but have not 
yet signed it.

"Our hope is that TVLC 
will be on sound financial 
footing, keep going, and 
provide services for nearly 
500 students at LVCP," said 
Torlakson. He added that he 
will be back in six weeks to 
hear a report on progress.

LVJUSD Superintendent 
Kelly Bowers said that she 
appreciated the resources 
and assistance from Super-
intendent Torlakson and his 
staff. "We are all working 
together to clear these mat-
ters, and ensure the viability 
of both schools under our 
authorization."

TVLC corporation presi-
dent Tim Hall issued a press 
release. "TVLC corporate 
staff appreciated the oppor-
tunity to share information 
with the State Superinten-
dent and his staff, and dispel 
some of the misinformation 
provided to his office in 
recent days."

Hall also said, "TVLC 
corporate and school staff 
share the Superintendent's 
optimism that TVLC, the 
City of Livermore, and 
LVJUSD will work in good 
faith moving forward."

The reference to the 
city pointed to Mayor John 
Marchand's attendance at 
the meeting. TVLC owes 
the city $85,000 for payment 

on a Community Facili-
ties District (CFD), which 
supports the infrastructure 
for sidewalks and other im-
provements at the K-8 site. 
It is paid annually on the tax 
bill, said Marchand.

Marchand said after the 
meeting that TVLC was 
delinquent on $161,000 
that it owed on the CFD. 
That was paid eventually. 
Another payment of $85,000 
was due Dec. 10. It became 
delinquent on Feb. 10.

Marchand said he was at 
the meeting with Torlakson 
because he wants to protect 
the health and safety of 
TVLC students. TVLC must 
still pay for traffic improve-
ments and a parking lot for 
the K-8 school. It will cost 
$1 million. Without it, the 
Charter Prep won't be able to 
move into its new quarters, a 
requirement set in an agree-
ment between the city and 
TVLC. The California Pre-
paratory Academies (CPA), 
a private charter school for 
foreign students, managed 
by former TVLC CEO Bill 
Batchelor, also needs the 
new building to begin its 
classes. Batchelor told The 
Independent that CPA is ne-
gotiating with TVLC about 
payment of the cost.

SITE COUNCIL
WANTS MORE

ACCOUNTABILITY
Meanwhile, a growing 

number of parents at the 
TVLC Charter Prep have 
expressed concern  about 
finances. Members of the 
school's site council drafted 
a letter Feb. 10 to the TVLC 
board and its president, Tim 
Hall, asking questions about 
accountability and transpar-
ency.

The council approved the 
letter and its list at its meet-
ing Feb. 22. The document 
asks the board to provide 

answers at a special TVLC 
meeting that would be called 
in time to carry those an-
swers further to the site 
council's meeting March 7.

The draft  document 
is signed by site council 
members Julie Weingart, 
Louann Tung, and Scott 
Lessard, who also serves on 
the TVLC board. The final 
approval was signed by the 
site council.

The council wants to 
know who is managing the 
projects that are necessary 
to move LVCP into its new 
quarters at 3090 Indepen-
dence Drive. The move was 
promised in 2010, but for 
various reasons, including 
a change in landlords, it has 
not occurred yet. 

The site council wants 
management to provide a 
Gantt chart, which shows 
multiple timelines for the 
beginning and ending of 
various components of a 
project.

The document asks the 
board for a general account-
ing breakdown of all ex-
penditures related to all 
projects in regard to moving 
to the campus. Currently, the 
Charter Prep rents space, at 
$15,000 per month, from the 
school district at the former 
Portola Elementary School 
campus.

The letter also seeks an 
accounting of the current 
financial health of TVLC 
including, but not limited 
to, the long-term sustain-
able financial plan. It asks 
the board who provided 
oversight over their actions.

The site council  asks 
that its letter be read into the 
record at the TVLC regular 
board meeting at 7 pm. Feb. 
25. The letter contains 14 
other questions in an at-
tachment.

CHARTER
(continued from page one)

share of school construction 
money from a state bond 
passed by voters in 2006.

Technically speaking, 
there is money left in the 
state's 2006 bond, but only 
enough to meet less than 1 
percent of the cost of the 
state-approved school con-
struction projects eligibile 
for the money. The School 
Allocations Board (SAB), 
which reports to Brown, has 
refused to allow districts to 
declare eligibility for Level 
3 fees, despite the nearly 
emptied bond fund. The 
Dublin letter will ask that 
the Brown Administration 
recognize reality, and let 
Dublin go to the Level 3 
developer fees.

To solve the problem, a 
statewide initiative on the 
November ballot would 
raise $9 billion for school 
construction. However,  
there is no guarantee that 
it would pass. Brown has 
refused to endorse it, point-
ing instead to a need to pay 
down state debt. 

Brown also has said there 
should be a way to deal with 
school construction without 
using the current "develop-
er-written" formula. He has 
not provided any specifics. 
Meanwhile, developers are 
siding with school districts 
by advocating passage of the 
November statewide bond, 
said Mayor David Haubert.

Dublin school board 
president Dan Cunningham 
spoke at the audience po-
dium. He told the council 
that the school board's own 
letter to state officials two 
weeks ago could be used as 
a template for the new letter 
to be signed by the school 
board and the city council.

Cunningham said that the 
school board wants to follow 
up on its earlier lobbying trip 
to Sacramento  pushing for 
Level 3 fees with another 
visit in March. 

$14 MILLION SAVED
BY PARING TWO 

LANES
On another item, the 

council unanimously ap-
proved adding a Tassajara 
Road realignment project to 
the city's five-year capital 
improvements plan.

The realignment will 
make Tassajara Road com-
patible with work that 
Contra Costa County will 
undertake to eliminate an 
S-curve near the county's 
line at Dublin and Alameda 
County. A bicycle rider was 
killed a few years ago at the 
S-curve, so Contra Costa 
approved the alteration for 
safety reasons. 

Several years ago the 
plan was to widen Tassa-
jara to six lanes in Dublin. 
However, staff reported that 
because of revised popu-
lation projections for the 
area, only four lanes will be 
necessary. The main cause 
of the lower population 
projection was attributed to 
Contra Costa's adoption of 
an urban growth boundary 
in the unincorporated area, 
said a staff member.

Dropping two of the 
originally planed six lanes 
will save $14.5 million. 
Over a 20-year period, some 
$800,000 in maintenance 
costs also would be saved, 
because two fewer lanes 
would be maintained. No 
funding has been set aside 

in the budget for the project.
The council also voted 

3-2 to spend $3000 in  city 
funds to send Haubert to 
Bray, Ireland, as part of a 
summit of mayors with cities 
aligned with Dublin, Ireland, 
as a sister city.

Vice-mayor Abe Gupta, 
who made the motion, said 
that the expense is compa-
rable to sending someone 
to a conference on the East 
Coast. Attendance could 
help the Sister City Com-
mittee. 

Councilmember Kevin 
Hart, along with Council-
member Doreen Wehren-
berg, voted against the mo-
tion. He didn't think the city 
should pay funds for a Sister 
City activity. The Sister 
Cities International organi-
zation is a non-profit group 
dedicated to promoting un-
derstanding between nations 
at the municipal level.

DUBLIN
(continued from page one)

The I-580 Express Lanes 
are now open, giving drivers 
a new choice for traveling 
on I-580 through Dublin, 
Pleasanton and Livermore. 

The Express Lanes fea-
ture near continuous access, 
so drivers can enter and exit 
at almost any point instead 
of waiting for dedicated en-
try and exit zones. Use of the 
lanes requires a FasTrak® 
toll tag. Tolls are based on 
congestion levels, and will 
be visible on overhead gan-
tries throughout the corridor.

 The I-580 Express Lanes 
will be free for carpools, 
vanpools, clean-air vehicles, 

buses and motorcycles with 
a FasTrak Flex toll tag set to 
2 or 3+. Carpoolers will need 
to obtain and mount a Fas-
Trak Flex toll tag, a new type 
of FasTrak tag that allows 
drivers to designate if they 
are driving solo or carpool-
ing. FasTrak Flex toll tags 
can be purchased at Costco, 
Safeway or Walgreens stores 
in the Tri-Valley or online 
at www.bayareafastrak.org. 
Solo drivers have the op-
tion of paying with either a 
standard FasTrak toll tag or 
a FasTrak Flex set to 1.

 Operated by the Alameda 
County Transportation Com-
mission and enforced by the 
California Highway Patrol, 
the express lanes feature 
two eastbound lanes and 
one westbound express lane 
through the Tri-Valley cor-
ridor between San Ramon 
Road/Foothill Road and 
Greenville Road. They will 
operate Monday through 
Friday from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m.

 Drivers may enter or exit 
the express lanes anywhere 
there is skip striping, but 

must not cross the portions 
of the express lanes where 
there are double white lines. 
Drivers in the westbound 
express lane need to exit the 
express lane before Hacien-
da in order to access I-680.

 A period of adjustment 
and associated delays are 
expected as drivers famil-
iarize themselves with the 
new lanes. Ongoing testing 
is anticipated during the first 
weeks of operation. Speeds 
are expected to normalize as 
drivers adjust to the lanes.

 "We are pleased to de-
liver new transportation 
solutions with technology. 
We understand that it might 
take time for drivers to be-
come accustomed to the new 
lanes," says Alameda CTC 
Executive Director Arthur 
L. Dao. "We are working on 
making this new facility op-
erate as smoothly as possible 
and will make adjustments 
along the way to address 
real-time traffic conditions 
to make the corridor move 
more efficiently."

 
 

I-580 HOV Lanes Open to Traffic
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Foothill High School defeated crosstown rival Amador Valley 58 to 44 in men's varsity 
basketball league action.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Amador Valley lost its ice hockey game  3 to 1 to Dublin on Saturday night, February 
20th at the Dublin Iceland Rink. Amador’s one goal was scored by Justin Fulmer 
assisted by Devin Cox in the 3rd period. Dublin’s 3 goals were scored by individual 
players, Luke Robinson and Ethan Miller, both in 1st period, and Jared Minton in 2nd 
period. Previously, these teams met on Oct. 24th for a season game with Amador 
winning 8-5.  Top scorers, each with a 3 goal hat tricks, were Amador, Carter Leong, 
and Dublin, Jared Minton. The teams will  face one another on March 12 at 9:00pm 
at the Dublin Iceland Rink in a playoff game.  The winner will move on to play the 
following weekend for the Championship. There are currently 8 local high schools 
with hockey teams that play one another during the season. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Livermore High School defeated San Lorenzo 2 to 1 in the quarterfinals of Division 
II NCS men's soccer playoffs. The faced De Anza in a February 24 semifinal match 
held after The Independent's deadline.

sPORTs nOTes
through the neighborhood. 
Contiguous blocks of of-
fices containing small-scale 
incubator spaces form a Tech 
Hub. A new neighborhood 
park is centrally located for 
new residences.

Under “Alternative 2: 
Two Centers," two retail 
centers wold be located on 
either side of the freeway, 
the main center on the north 
side, while a smaller cluster 
on the south side. There 
is a continuous pathway 
loop that spans the freeway 
using pedestrian bridges. 
Three small parks serve the 
neighborhood, including a 
central green and a creekside 
park on the north side and a 
small park on the south side 
in the approximate location 
of the existing G & M Farms 
(Gandolfo Ranch) agricul-
tural property, just off East 
Airway Boulevard.

Under “Alternative 3: 
Arroyo Plaza," the neigh-
borhood center focuses on 
the east side of Isabel Av-
enue, with ground floor retail 
spaces lining the streets that 
link the BART station, a 
shopping center, and new 
residences. Streets oriented 
roughly parallel to Indepen-
dence Drive are intended to 
create view corridors for the 
neighborhood and from the 
freeway. A new pedestrian/
bicycle bridge over I-580 at 
Collier Canyon completes 
a continuous pathway loop.

The city found that of 
the approximately 2,100 
responses to the 2015 survey 
received by mail and online, 
about 83% checked that 
“Bringing BART to Liver-
more” is important to them. 

Community members 
expressed issues about the 
proposed level of new de-
velopment. Concerns about 
growth related to traffic on 
local streets, demand for 
public services, and the 
character of the residential 
development.

In relation to public ser-
vices, the most commonly 
raised question has been 
concerns the need for locat-
ing a public school in the 
planning area to serve new 
residents. Another focused 
on having enough water 
supplies to meet growing 
demands. Some participants 
asked about the need for 
expanding police and fire fa-
cilities for the neighborhood. 

The most common plan 
chosen by online survey 
respondents was Alternative 
1 (39%). The most popular 

choice in terms of retail, as 
well as office and business 
park uses was also Alter-
native 1. The pedestrian/
bicycle bridge over I-580 
shown on the other two alter-
natives has been perhaps the 
single most popular feature. 
People liked the increased 
connectivity of the pedes-
trian/bicycle network.

Access to open space, 
protection of arroyos, and 
preservation of scenic views 
were consistently raised as 
top priorities. According to 
staff, in general, commu-
nity members would like to 
see more green space and 
parkland. 

Comments about the 
height and density of the 
proposed development was 
described as looking like 
Dublin. Concerns were also 
raised about impacts on 
the city's Scenic Corridor 
Policy and Airport Protect 
Area. Both would have to be 
amended to accommodate 
the development. 

The Scenic Corridor lim-
its building heights along 
I-580 allow for views of 
the hillsides to the north be 
retained. Multi-story build-
ings are planned. There is 
an exemption to the policy 
for any development within 
1,000 feet of Isabel Avenue 
north of the I-580 inter-
change. Staff says  that in-
creasing the area covered 
by the exemption would 
be required to support the 
Isabel Development.

Livermore's Airport Pro-
tection Area (APA) prohibits 
new residential uses within 
its boundary. An amendment 
to the APA policy would be 
required to allow new resi-
dential development in the 
northeastern corner of the 
APA. The Alameda County 
Airport Land Use Commis-
sion County adopted the Air-
port Land Use Compatibility 
Plan (ALUCP) in 2012 that 
designates safety zones, 
noise compatibility zones, 
and height limits based upon 
current federal and state 
aviation standards. The city 
has adopted the ALUCP 
policies and is using its pro-
visions to create the Isabel 
Neighborhood Plan. Most 
of the planning area would 
be located within ALUCP's 
safety zone 6, which allows 
new residential uses. The 
areas envisioned for new 
residential development are 
outside of the airport’s noise 
contours.

BART EXTENSION
While the city prepares 

for land use around the sta-
tion. BART is in the process 
of conducting the project-
level EIR. It will analyze 
alternative modes of transit 
including 1) diesel-multiple 
unit (DMU) technology, 2) 
new express bus/bus rapid 
transit service, and 3) en-
hancements to existing bus 
service. The modal alter-
natives will be compared 
against the Project (full 
BART extension to Isabel). 
BART currently anticipates 
releasing the Draft EIR and 
associated analyses by early 
2017. The BART Board of 
Directors will then select the 
project. The BART Board 
decision on an extension 
alternative is expected to 
occur by the end of 2017. 
Pending approval and com-
pletion of a funding plan and 
construction, BART service 
to Isabel is currently esti-
mated to begin in 2025-27.

The EIR is also looking 
at what areas would require 
ancillary construction to 
support BART. These in-
clude a rail-yard for the 
DMU alternative, with two 
sites proposed north of I-580 
and west of North Livermore 
Avenue.

Property owners in the 
area were approached to 
ask for permission to look 
at property. The property 
owners sent a letter to the 
city questioning the need for 
suc facilities, receiving the 
following response:

"The BART Board of 
Directors asked BART to 
evaluate DMU technology 
because it is less expensive. 
However, the city prefers 
full BART. Nevertheless, the 
DMU option, if approved, 
would require construction 
of a DMU maintenance yard. 
BART is studying several 
alternative sites. . . . BART is 
also looking at the same sites 
for tail track/train storage for 
the full BART alternative, 
although the city staff pre-
fers the alternative keeping 
the tail tracks in the media 
of I-580."

According to the prop-
erty owners, the alternatives 
would be over one of the 
only year round creeks in 
North Livermore on land 
that has been designated as 
agriculture under Measure 
D. They note there is no 
mention of these mainte-
nance areas in discussions 
regarding the Isabel Neigh-
borhood Plan.

DEVELOPMENT
(continued from page one)

Industry projects rang-
ing from improved turbine 
blades for aircraft engines 
and reduced heat loss in 
electronics to waste reduc-
tion in paper manufacturing 
and improved fiberglass 
production are among the 
first to be selected for fund-
ing and partnerships with 
national labs under the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) High Performance 
Computing for Manufactur-
ing (HPC4Mfg) Program. 

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
leads the program, with 
Lawrence Berkeley and Oak 
Ridge National Laborato-
ries (LBNL and ORNL) as 
strong partners.

Each of the ten Phase I 
projects will be funded at 
approximately $300,000 
for a total of just under $3 
million. Selected companies 
will partner with national 
labs, which will provide 
expertise in and access to 
high performance comput-
ing systems aimed at high-
impact challenges. 

The Advanced Manufac-
turing Office (AMO) within 
DOE’s Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy (EERE) created this 
program to advance clean 
energy technologies, in-
crease the efficiency of man-
ufacturing processes, ac-
celerate innovation, shorten 
the time it takes to bring new 
technologies to market and 
improve the quality of prod-
ucts. The HPC4Mfg projects 
also support the Energy 
Department’s Clean Energy 
Manufacturing Initiative to 
increase U.S. competitive-
ness through manufacturing 
clean energy technologies, 
boosting energy productiv-
ity and leveraging low-cost 
domestic energy resources 

and feedstocks.
LLNL established HPC-

4Mfg on AMO’s behalf in 
March 2015, launched four 
“seedling” projects and put 
in place a formal governance 
model. LBNL and ORNL 
joined in September 2015 to 
support the Phase I solicita-
tion, which was originally 
announced by Danielson at 
the American Energy and 
Manufacturing Competitive-
ness Summit in Washington, 
D.C. that month.

“Access to supercomput-
ers in the Department of 
Energy’s labs will provide a 
resource to American firms 
inventing and building clean 
energy technologies right 
here at home that no in-
ternational competitor can 
match,” 

This effort also will ad-
vance President Obama's 
National Strategic Comput-
ing Initiative (NSCI). The 
NSCI, which Obama un-
veiled in July 2015, calls for 
public-private partnerships 
to increase industrial adop-
tion of high-performance 
computing.

Under the HPC4Mfg 
program, the selected proj-
ects will apply modeling, 
simulation and data analysis 
to industrial products and 
processes to lower produc-
tion costs and accelerate 
development of new clean 
energy technologies. An 
overarching objective is to 
keep the United States at 
the forefront of innovation 
in advanced clean energy 
technologies and energy ef-
ficiency techniques.

Selected Phase I projects 
include: Global Foundries 
of New York; Lightweight 
Innovations for Tomorrow 
Consortium in Michigan; 
ZoomEssence Inc. of Ken-
tucky; United Technologies 
Research Center of Connect-
icut; Procter & Gamble of 
Ohio; General Electric (GE), 
New York (two projects); 
PPG Industries Inc. of North 
Carolina (two projects); and 
the Ohio Supercomputer 
Center (OSC) /Edison Weld-
ing Institute (EWI). For 
project descriptions, see the 
Web: https://hpc4mfg.llnl.
gov/proposal-call.php

 

Lab Part of Group Working 
to Improve Manufacturing 

examine closely related is-
sues; for example, whether 
the University promised to 
pool LLNL retirees with 
other UC retirees in provid-
ing health care. 

Another issue at the trial 
will be whether the Uni-
versity failed to keep its 
promises – “impaired” its 
agreement, in legal parlance 
-- as retirees contend. 

The retirees cite UC/
LLNL employment bro-
chures that offered “Univer-
sity-sponsored group health 

plan coverage for you and 
your family after you retire.”  
They note that being moved 
into private health plans 
left them without the legal 
protections afforded by UC 
plans under California law.

UC has consistently op-
posed the retirees’ suit.  The 
retirees have prevailed in 
a series of court rulings to 
date, including being al-
lowed to convert the suit to a 
class action.  The class con-
sists of approximately 4,500 
retirees and beneficiaries.

 
 

TRIAL
(continued from page one)
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RESTAURANT 
FOR SALE

10 EAST Kitchen & Tap House 
Turlock, CA. - $1,895,000

10EASTKitchenandtaphouse.com

Kevin H. Donlon (209) 606-7308
             DONLON REALTY

BRE01378612
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Livermore’s Kamana Volleyball Club competed in the 
President’s Day Tournament at the San Jose Convention 
Center. With their full roster competing, the girls were 
able to secure a first place win in the Fred MacMurray 
Bracket (5th of 13 brackets). The girls played well, 
winning 8 of their 9 games. The team consists of girls 
from Amador Valley High School, Foothill High School, 
and Granada High School. For more information on 
Kamana Girl’s and Boy’s Volleyball Club call Kehau 
Stancil Schlick Harris at (808)429-9644. Pictured are 
(from left) Brittany Wilcox, Lauren Smith, Anna Bailey, 
Emily Peterson, Abby Swindale, Irene Sha; (front) Audrey 
Francisco, Emily Haskell, Lauren Melvin, Nikki Zing, 
Alyssa Wu, and Alexis Hoffman. 

Pictured are Livermore AquaCowboy swim team 
members who competed at the Pacific Swimming Zone 
2 Championships.

The Granada Little Leaguers continue to prepare for the 
start of the season. In the photo, the Major League A’s 
and Cardinals play a scrimmage game. The bases are 
loaded with one out, so the A’s infielders are playing in. 
Opening day is Saturday, March 5th with ceremonies in 
the morning and a full day of games. Photo - Bil Nale

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Dublin High School girls' varsity soccer team 
advanced to the second round of the NCS Division 1 
playoffs with a 1 to 0 overtime victory over Freedom 
High.

Livermore 
AquaCowboys

The Livermore AquaCowboys 
(LAC) swim team turned in some top 
times at the Pacifi c Swimming Zone 2 
Championships held in Moraga to fi n-
ish in the Top 8 Team standings overall 
against larger Zone 2 teams.

LAC qualifi ed 4 swimmers: Jack 
Davis, Lily Tolentino, Bryson Huey and 
Paige deCosta, and 2 alternates: Maddie 
Gomez and Alex Smedley, for the Pa-
cifi c Swimming Zone 2 All-Star Team.

Maggie Robinson placed in the 
Top 50 Nationally in her age group in 
2 swims- 100 free and 50 back.

Multiple team records were bro-
ken: Maggie Robinson-100 free, 50 
back, 50 breast, 100 breast, 100 IM; 
Jack Hendricks-200 free, 500 free, 
100 fl y; Jacqueline Arnold-100 breast, 
200 breast; Jared Tovera-50 free, 100 
breast; Paige deCosta-1650 free; Anna 
Friedrich-100 back, 200 fl y; Matthew 
Hayes-100 back, 200 back; and, Dante 
DeMayo-100 fl y, 200 fl y.  

LAC also had many swimmers with 
100% lifetime best times: Maddie Go-
mez., Jack Davis., Annelyse Combitsis, 
Abby Herscu, Bella Tolentino, Natalie 
Urban, Teah Woods, Taber DeCosta, 
Parker Anderson, Shannon Snell, and 
Collin Trump.

Swimmers also qualifi ed new LAC 
All-Time Top 5 times: Maggie R-50 
free, 100 free, 200 free, 50 back, 100 
back, 50 breast, 100 breast, 50 fl y, 100 
fl y, 100 IM, 200 IM; Maddie G-100 
free, 500 free, 50 back, 100 back, 50 
fl y, 100 fl y; Lily T-500 free, 50 back, 
100 back, 50 fl y, 100 IM, 200 IM; Jack 
D-50 free, 50 back, 100 back, 50 breast; 
Jack H-100 free, 200 free, 50 fl y, 100 
fl y; Tyler Laymon-500 free, 100 breast, 
200 IM; MinhNha Kawamura-200 
free, 50 back, 100 back, 200 IM, 400 
IM; Aven Lee-100 fl y •Alex S-100 fl y; 
Taber d-100 breast, 200 IM; Bryson 
H-50 free, 100 free, 200 free, 100 
back, 200 IM; Jacqueline A-50 free, 
100 breast, 200 breast, 200 IM; Jared 
T-50 free, 100 breast; Paige d-50 free, 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Livermore girls' soccer 
team edged Northgate 2 
to 1 in a Division II NCS 
quarterfinal matchup. 
Livermore played Bishop 
O'Dowd in the semifinals 
on February 24, after The 
Independent's deadline.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Monte Vista High got past Dublin 3 to 2 in Division I NCS quarterfinal action.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Livermore High School girls' varsity basketball team 
defeated Granada 55 to 49 in league action.

200 free, 500 free, 100 free, 1650 free, 
100 back, 200 back, 100 breast, 200 
breast, 100 fl y, 200 IM, 400 IM; Chris 
Gonzalez-200 fl y •Anna Friedrich-100 
free, 200 free, 100 back, 200 back, 100 
fl y, 200 fl y, 200 IM; Paige Chew-100 
fl y, 200 IM, 400 IM; Matthew H-100 
back, 200 back; Dante D-100 fl y; and, 
Alex Gonzalez-100 back, 200 back.

Livermore Girls 
Softball

Livermore Girls Softball Associa-
tion (LGSA) results:

9U: Bat Girls 15, Rebels 9: On 
opening day for the LGSA, the season 
got off to a memorable start.  The 
Rebels were down big but battled back 
to make it very interesting at the end 
of the game.  The biggest star of the 
game for the Rebels was McKenzie 
Wisely.  Not only did she get two hits 
and two RBI’s, she made a great play 
at third base  for an out.  She executed 
an unassisted triple play at fi rst base by 
catching a fl y ball, touching her base, 
and then running to second base to get 
the fi nal out.  Every Rebel reached base, 
with nice hits from Ashley Tucker, 
Aurelia Correa, and Joely Wolf.  There 
was solid pitching from Wisely, Clare 
Gavin, and Caitlin McNeill. 

Youth Track Club
FTC Track Club, a USATF (USA 

Track and Field) certifi ed club that 
specializes in youth athletes from 
ages 7 to 18, is building a team to 

compete this winter/spring in USATF 
track meets including a meet at the 
national level in July. The organizers 
are looking for athletes of all ages 
and different events, especially re-
lays. Visit www.ftctrackclub.com or 
contact Coach Jorge Quero, jquero@
ftctrackclub.com or (925) 209 7520.

Run for Education
Registration for the 2016 Pleas-

anton Run for Education is now open.
This classic road race is an annual 
tradition that runs through the heart of 
Pleasanton. The 2016 race will be held 
on Sunday, April 17. Participants have 
a choice of a 5K, 10K or 15K distances 
starting and fi nishing at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds. For the younger 
runners, there are two Kids' Challenge 
courses: 1/2K and 1K. Runners who 
register for the race before March 14 
will receive 20% discount off their 
entry. Runners can register online at 
www.ppierun.org

The run welcomes participants of 
all ages and ability levels, from runners 
participating in their fi rst road race to 
those experienced marathoners look-
ing for a great training run. The race 
celebrates running and fi tness while 
raising money and awareness for the 
Pleasanton Partnership in Education 
(PPIE). The event concludes with an 
Awards Ceremony and Family Fitness 
Expo that features activities for kids 
and vendors from the surrounding 
community. \To fi nd out more about 
the foundation, go to www.ppie.org.

Bocce Competition
A new entry-level Bocce tourna-

ment is planned. Campo di Bocce of 
Livermore is hosting the 2016 Dash 
for Cash Satellite Tournament Series 
thru June 4th.

Winning teams will be awarded 
free entry to compete against other 
Bocce players from throughout the 
country June 25-26, in the Livermore 
2016 Dash for Cash Championship, a 
Showdown Series event during the Na-
tional Bocce Championships with up to 
$10,000 in cash to the winning team.

The next Dash for Cash Tourna-
ment is March 5th: $40 per player. 
Includes a continental breakfast, cof-
fee, juice, beverages from the bar and a 
delicious lunch. Prizes are awarded to 
the top 4 ranked teams. http://campodi-
bocce.com/dash-for-cash-tournament/

Pet Cremation, 
Memorials, Loss 
Support, Burials
189 Contractors Street
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 344-6135

www.valleypetloss.com
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Roxie Hart killed 
her lover...

NOW SHE’S 
SUPER
FAMOUS

Las Positas College Dept of Theater Arts PresentsCHICAGOMARCH 4-13, 2016Fri / Sat 8:00PM AND Sun 2:00PM
Tickets:  $10/15
www.laspositascollege.edu/performingarts

Las Positas College Mertes Center for the Arts
3000 Campus Hill Drive, Livermore, CA

Granada High School 
Robotics Club was one of 
many schools throughout 
N o r t h e r n  C a l i fo r n i a 
compet ing  in  a  VEX 
Robotics Competition on 
February 6 held at Clayton 

To honor Support 
Women Artists Now 
(SWAN) Day 2016, as well 
as Women’s History month, 
Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center and Silicon 
Valley Women’s Caucus for 
Art will jointly present a 
juried art exhibit “In Good 
Company.” The display of 
more than 50 works in a 
wide variety of art forms 
will be on display in the 
Bankhead Theater Visitors 
Center and Gallery from 
March 2 through May 1, 
2016. The exhibit is free 
of charge and open to the 
public. 

An artists’ reception, to 
be held Saturday, March 12 
from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., will 
provide an opportunity to 

Shaké Sulikyan (pictured 
at left), a fundraising consul-
tant with a solid track record 
and leadership skills, has 
been named executive direc-
tor of ValleyCare Charitable 
Foundation. Joyce and Bob 
Shapiro, co-chairs of the 
Foundation, say they are 
pleased with the selection, 
"Shaké Sulikyan is a talented 
and proven leader in the 
non-profi t foundation com-
munity. We look forward to 
achieving our goals with her 
leadership.”

In her role as Executive 
Director, Sulikyan will provide strategic leadership and 
oversight of ValleyCare Charitable Foundation's programs 
and activities. "I am excited to join the Foundation at this 
pivotal moment," said Sulikyan. "I look forward to work-
ing with the Board and applying my skills, expertise and 
knowledge of best practices in fundraising, communications, 
and management to help Stanford Health Care - ValleyCare 
continue to deliver state-of-the-art health care to our com-
munity."

Prior to her family's move to the Tri-Valley, Sulikyan 
served as senior director of Annual Giving at Harvard Medi-
cal School in Boston, MA. She built the Medical School's 
Annual Giving program from the ground-up and raised 
over $4 million per year. Previously, Sulikyan served as 
director of Annual Giving and Alumni Relations at Pine 
Manor College in Chestnut Hill, MA and held positions in 
the development offi ces of Simmons College and Associated 
Early Care and Education, Inc., both in Boston.

In addition to her professional positions, Sulikyan has 
actively given back to non-profi t organizations. Currently, 
she is a member of the Tri-Valley Nonprofi t Alliance's 
Program Committee and serves as a volunteer with Val-
ley Children's Museum. An alumna of Clark University, 
Worcester, MA, she serves as immediate-past president of 
Clark University's Alumni Association and is a member of 
the Bay Area Regional Council. 

She lives in Livermore with her husband, James Curtis 
and her 4 year old son Victor. 

ValleyCare Charitable Foundation is a 501(c) (3) corpo-
ration with the sole purpose of raising funds for Stanford 
Health Care – ValleyCare; www.valleycare.com.  

DATRON Dynamics Inc. 
has announced the opening 
of its newest state-of-the-art 
Technology Center in Liver-
more and will be celebrating 
the event during an open 
house on March 4th from 
10:00am – 4:00pm. The 
event coincides with the 
company’s 20th anniversary 
of operating in North Amer-
ica. Customers, prospects 
and media are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.

The company is a sup-
plier of innovative precision 
machine tools and acces-
sories,

“We are proud to an-
nounce that our new facility 
in California is operational 
and we’re excited to mark 
the occasion with a display 
of our latest technology on 
March 4th,” says Chris Hop-
kins, Division Manager of 

The Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School Dis-
trict (LVJUSD) will host its 
Annual Transitional Kin-
dergarten (TK) and Kinder-
garten Fair February 25th, 
3:00pm-7:00pm and Febru-
ary 26th, 2:00pm-6:00pm, 
in the Cresta Blanca Room 
at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 
East Avenue.

All LVJUSD elementary 
and K-8 schools will be rep-
resented at the Fair. An ad-
ministrator and staff person 

admire the works and meet 
the artists, and is also free 
of charge. Creativity in all 
art forms will be honored 
during the reception. A live 
modern dance performance 
paying tribute to the SWAN 
Day theme will be present-
ed in the lobby by the Con-
Danza Repertory Company 
during the reception. 

“In Good Company” 
will feature works that 
refl ect the creativity, diver-
sity and resourcefulness 
of women artists through 
painting, drawing, photog-
raphy, printmaking, collage, 
assemblage, mixed media 
and fi ber art sculpture. The 
talents of women artists 
from throughout the greater 
Bay Area will be repre-

from each school site will 
be on site to welcome par-
ents, answer questions and 
help direct parents through 
the registration process for 
enrollment in fall of 2016.

In addition to completing 
the registration, parents can 
also speak with LVJUSD 
nurses about immunizations, 
allergies and other health 
concerns; Campus Catering 
regarding the school lunch 
program; and representa-
tives of the Special Educa-
tion Deparatment. Parents 

will also learn about ad-
ditional resources available 
to them such as Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park 
District (LARPD) before 
and after school day care 
programs; the Livermore 
Library, AXIS Community 
Health Services and CAPE 
Headstart program.

Parents need only attend 
one da. More information 
can be found at www.liver-
moreschools.com/registra-
tion

DATRON Dynamics. “This 
new space will allow us to 
host quarterly workshops 
and bi-weekly Meetups to 
discuss manufacturing chal-
lenges with other manufac-
turing professionals in the 
Silicon Valley area.”

The new 4,500 square 
foot facility houses dem-
onstration models like the 
compact 5-axis C5, the 
award-winning M8Cube 
high-speed milling machine, 
the D5 implant milling sys-
tem, and the large format 
MLCube featuring linear 
scales and massive 60” x 40” 
work area.

Now located at 6255 
Southfront Road in Liver-
more CA, DATRON Dy-
namics has even further ex-
panded its customer support 
operations. Chris Hopkins 
explains, “We’ve hired ad-

ditional technical staff and 
increased our parts inven-
tory in order to provide top-
notch service to our West 
Coast clients.” 

DATRON Dynamics 
Vice President, Robert Mur-
phy, adds, “DATRON is 
committed to bringing the 
latest German-engineered 
technology and outstanding 
local support to the West 
Coast Region. Our new 
world-class technology cen-
ter is a place where manu-
facturing engineers and in-
ventors can meet to discuss 
ideas that will produce the 
world’s next disruptive tech-
nology.”

For more information 
about DATRON’s technol-
ogy day or to register and 
attend click here: http://
www.datron.com/tech-day-
west.php

Valley Charter High School 
in Concord. Schools were 
presented an engineering 
challenge. Using the VEX 
Robotic Design System 
students had to build a 
robot designed to score 

the most points possible 
in a game setting. Granada 
High School’s Robotic 
team bui l t  a  robot ic, 
participated and through 
teamwork, they made it 
into the semi-final round 
o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n . 
Pictured are Granada 
High School students 
participating in the Vex 
Robotic competition held 
at Clayton Valley Charter 
High School in Concord 
on February 6.

sented, coming from San 
Francisco and cities on the 
Peninsula, from San Jose 
to Walnut Creek and east 
to Tracy, as well as local 
Tri-Valley artists. 

Now eight years old, 
SWAN Day is an interna-
tional holiday designed to 
showcase the power and 
diversity of women’s cre-
ativity. It emerged from an 
event in Chicago that had  
been focused on women 
fi lmmakers and was ex-
panded to include a broader 
range of art forms in 2008. 
Since then, there have been 
more than 1,400 SWAN 

Day events in 26 countries. 
National Women’s History 
Month, celebrated annu-
ally each March, honors 
the extraordinary achieve-
ments of American women 
throughout history. 

Beginning Wednesday, 
March 2, 2016, visitors 
can view the diverse works 
presented by “In Good 
Company” in the Visitor 
Center and Galley, located 
in the lobby of the Bank-
head Theater at 2400 First 
Street in Livermore. The 
Center is open to the public 
seven days a week from 12 
noon to 6:00 p.m. 

 

LIVERMORE CINEMAS
GODS OF EGYPT (PG13)      12:10 3:15 6:40 9:45
TRIPLE 9 (R)         1:00 4:05 6:55 9:45
DEADPOOL (R)       12:10 1:10 3:10 4:10 6:10 7:10 9:10 10:00
KUNG FU PANDA 3 (PG)       1:10 3:50 6:45 9:10
RACE (PG13)         12:55 4:00 7:00 10:00
RISEN (PG13)         12:40 3:40 6:40 9:40
ZOOLANDER 2 (PG13)       1:10 3:55 6:40 9:25
THE WITCH (R)        12:00 2:25 4:50 7:15 9:50 
HOW TO BE SINGLE (R)       12:50 3:50 6:50 9:50 
THE REVENANT (R)         11:55 3:40 7:20
PREVIEW MARCH 3RD:   ZOOTOPIA (PG)    7:00 9:30
       LONDON HAS FALLEN (R)  7:10 9:50
       WHISKEY TANGO FOXTROT (R)  7:20 9:40

ValleyCare Foundation 
Names New Director

New Visitor Center Art 
Exhibit 'In Good Company' 
Honors SWAN Day 2016

Leslie Keats "In Verdant Sight"

 Loralee Chapleau "Reflective"

ROBOTICS COMPETITION

DATRON to Host Open House to Celebrate 
New Technology Center in Livermore

TK, Kindergarten Fair Scheduled



productive man and work 
long hours a week. He had 
struggled 10 years to fi nd 
work. He loved his work and 
the people who allowed him 
to regain his dignity.

Nate is survived by his 
parents John and Barbara 
Steiger, his sisters Anna and 
Mary, his brothers Philip 
and Ben,  his sister-in-law 
Krystal Steiger  and his 
soon to be born (DV) niece 
Madison. He is also survived 
by his Aunt Pam Brekas and 
her husband Roger Brekas, 
his Uncles Gary and Den-
nis Richardson, Gary's wife 
Nancy and his Grandmother 
Corinne Steiger.

We pray that Nathan's de-
termination to push against 
his disabling conditions and 
his generosity to others and 
his love for Christ will con-
tinue to inspire those who 
knew him and that God will 
be glorifi ed.

Services will be held 
at Callaghan mortuary in 
Livermore at 1:00 PM om 
Friday, Feb. 26th. Reception 
to follow at 930 Mocho St., 
Livermore. SDG                   

David Dunsmore Dixon
Dave passed peacefully at 

age 92 on February 17, 2016 
in Redwood City, California. 
Born to Joseph Scattergood 
Dixon and Mary Adelaide 

D u n -
smore 
Dixon 
on Oc-
t o b e r 
31st in 
O a k -
l a n d 
C a l i -
fornia,  
D a v e 
was the 
fourth 
c h i l d , 
follow-

ing Joseph Jr., Barbara and 
Mary.

Dave’s father Joseph 
Dixon was an Economic 
Mammalogist, Photogra-
pher, Naturalist, Author and 
Professor. Dave’s mother 
Mary was a nurse and full-
time Housewife. They raised 
the Dixon brood in Berkeley, 
California.

Dave’s childhood was 
fi lled with a lot of extreme 
outdoor adventure thanks 
to Joe Sr.’s profession and 
passion. While growing up, 
Dave attended grade school 
for the visually challenged. 
Later he traveled daily from 
Berkeley to San Francisco 
via the ferry to attend the 
Polytechnic high school, 
graduating in 1941. 

After graduation, Dave 
was recruited by Brother Joe 

Christ of Latter-day Saints.  
She held many callings and 
loved working in the Oak-
land temple with Dale for 
many years.  Erma and Dale 
were great examples to their 
posterity by serving an LDS 
mission to Bristol England.

Erma is survived by all 5 
of her children, their spous-
es, 29 of 30 grandchildren 
and 58 great-grandchildren, 
with 4 on the way.  She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents, husband, and her 
three brothers. 

A special thanks to the 
nurses and staff at St. Joseph 
Villa in Salt Lake City, Utah 
for their care of Mom for the 
past year and a half.

Funeral services will be 
held Thursday, February 
25, 2016 at 11:00 am, at 
the Midway Utah Stake 
Center 165 N Center Street, 
Midway, Utah.  There will 
be a viewing prior to ser-
vices from 9:30-10:30 am.  
There will also be a viewing 
the night before at Probst 
Family Funeral Home from 
6:00-8:00 pm., 79 E. Main 
Street, Midway, UT. Condo-
lences maybe shared online 
at www.probstfamilyfuner-
als.com

Nathan Steiger 
11/6/85--2/15/16

Our dear Nathan's spirit 
left his body and, we trust, 
is now present with Lord. He 
died in Christ after complet-

ing his 
difficult 
journey 
on earth.

Nate 
w a s  a 
lifelong 
r e s i -
dent of 
L i v e r -
m o r e . 
He  a t -
t e n d e d 
Va l l e y 
C h r i s -

tian School, graduated from 
GHS and was an active 
member of Grace Baptist 
Church in Niles.

After his fi rst quarter at 
Azusa Pacific University, 
where he sang in the Men's 
Choir, Nathan was diag-
nosed with a massive brain 
tumor. The surgery took 12 
hours. Over the next few 
days, Nathan underwent 
several more surgeries. He 
then endured a 3 month re-
hab. When he was released, 
he was legally blind and 
dependent upon 15 differ-
ent medications to keep 
him alive and functioning. 
His emotional equilibrium 
proved extremely problem-
atic.

In spite of all these dif-
fi culties, Nathan became a 
massage therapist and was 
able to help some others with 
their pain. He loved the little 
community at the "Cave" in 
Livermore, where he was 
accepted and appreciated 
as someone who brought 
comfort.    

   We will always be 
grateful to the people at 
"Sprouts" in Dublin for giv-
ing him his fi rst real chance 
to prove that he could be a 

munity.
In retirement, Mary con-

tinued to enrich her organ 
playing gift and share her 
talent and experience by 
participating in organ work-
shops throughout the Bay 
Area.  She enjoyed travel-
ing to the East Coast to visit 
family.  She also provided 
loving and invaluable care, 
fi rst to Arline, her mother 
when she became ill in the 
1980’s and then to Roger, 
her husband in recent times 
before he passed away in 
2014. During their 62 years 
of marriage, Mary had mas-
tered the art of cooking his 
favorite Syrian cuisine and 
the dishes she prepared, 
which often featured fresh 
vegetables from their gar-
den, were absolutely deli-
cious.

A devoted and proud 
mother, grandmother and 
great grandmother, Mary is 
survived by her 3 daughters, 
Martha Pipes, Elizabeth 
Noack and Sarah Baroody 
(Niland), 7 grandchildren 
and 4 great grandchildren.  
She is also survived by her 
brother, Andrew Jackson 
and her sister, Eleanor Clark.  
Mary’s sister Sally Robinson 
passed away in 2008.  We all 
love you Mary.  Safe home.  

A memorial service in 
celebration of Mary’s life 
will be held on Saturday, 
April 23, 2016 at a time to 
be determined at St. Bar-
tholomew’s Church, 678 
Enos Way, Livermore, CA. 

Erma Cox Nielsen
Erma Cox Nielsen (1926-

2016) peacefully passed 
away on February 21, 2016 
surrounded by loved ones.

S h e 
w a s  a 
l o v i n g 
mother 
of five 
and de-
v o t e d 
g rand-
mother 
t o  h e r 
3 0 
g rand-
c h i l -
dren.

She was born on March 
31, 1926 in Cardston, Al-
berta, Canada to Edward 
Bunker and Lucile Caldwell 
Cox.  She enjoyed a hap-
py childhood with three 
younger brothers (Edward, 
John and Kenyon), most of 
which was spent in Auburn, 
California. After graduat-
ing from high school, she 
attended the University of 
California at Berkeley where 
she met and married Dale 
Edwin Nielsen, Sr. on June 
18, 1947. They spent over 
fi fty years living in Liver-
more, California.  They were 
married for 62 years before 
he passed away in January 
2009.

Dale and Erma were 
blessed with fi ve children; 
Dale (Cynthia), Peter (Bar-
bru), Chris (Kristina), Paul 
(Connie) and Carol (John 
Probst).

Erma was a faithful and 
devoted lifelong member 
of The Church of Jesus 

Alan F. “Bud” Bongard  
May 15, 1928 - Feb 17, 2016

Al was born and raised 
in South St. Paul, Minnesota 
with parents Ed and Mary 
and brother Richard.  

Al served in the Army 
during the Korean confl ict, 
and because of his mechani-

c a l 
a b i l i -
ties he 
was as-
signed 
to  the 
m o t o r 
p o o l .  
B a c k 
h o m e , 
a f t e r 
m a r -
r y i n g 

his high school sweetheart, 
Faye, he became an aircraft 
mechanic for Pan Ameri-
can.  He soon moved up to 
become a flight engineer, 
a third crew member not 
often seen in modern avia-
tion, charged with keeping 
the multiple aircraft systems 
functioning properly and 
handling any in-fl ight fail-
ures.  As a fl ight engineer, 
Al worked for many different 
and widely dispersed airlines 
throughout a career that he 
absolutely loved, including 
Northwest Orient, Zantop, 
Universal, Korean, Saturn, 
and Southern Air Transport.  
He became intimately fa-
miliar with many different 
aircraft: DC-6, Argosy, DC-8 
and the versatile Hercules.  

Al worked for passenger, 
charter and cargo airlines, 
and visited hundreds of 
countries around the world.  
Throughout all of his moves, 
he kept his family in tow, 
and introduced them to life 
and culture in Minnesota, 
Washington, New York, back 
to Minnesota, Georgia, and 
Ohio, finally settling for 
good (and the best) in Pleas-
anton, California.

Al survived a harrowing 
experience while fl ying sup-
plies into diamond mines in 
Angola, Africa.  The country 
was wracked by civil war.  
After a forced landing, Al 
and his crew were taken 
hostage at gunpoint by rebel 
fighting forces and forced 
to march over 400 miles 
through the Angolan bush, 
subsisting mostly on a gruel 
called funge and insects.  
After several months and 
severe weight loss, the hos-
tages were released to the 
International Red Cross with 
the caveat to keep outside 
interests out of Angola.

 Al retired shortly af-
ter this experience and be-
came an early winner in the 
California Lottery, hitting 
$10,000 on a scratcher.  Al-
ways good with his hands, Al 
kept up a constant stream of 
projects: restoring Corvairs, 
re-building an aircraft en-
gine to be used in a home-
built airplane, constructing 
a home entertainment center, 
building a sun room, and 
restoring a Revcon RV for 
their retirement travel.

Al was a very likable 
man.  He had a ribald sense 
of humor without ever being 
profane.  He was fi nancially 
frugal, but incredibly gener-
ous with his time and talents.  
He would drop whatever he 
was doing to help a friend 
or neighbor.  He was loved 
by so many, and he will be 
greatly missed.

Al is survived by his wife, 
Faye, of Pleasanton, daugh-
ter Linda and husband Al Sil-
va of Livermore and his sons 
Shane and Robert, son Bruce 
and his wife Karen Bongard 
of Watsonville and their sons 
Eric and Kevin, and seven 
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ValleyCare Thrift Shop

END OF THE MONTH SALE

This Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

EVERYTHING IN THE STORE  
1/2 OFF!

1911 Second Street, Livermore

Obituary/ 
Memoriam Policies

Obituaries are published in 
The Independent at no charge. 

There is a small charge for 
photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families want 

to honor the memories of their loved ones. 
There is a charge for memoriam 
ads, based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to 
editmail@compuserve.com 
to receive more information

OBITUARIes
great-grandchildren.

Family and friends are 
invited to attend the memo-
rial service, Saturday, March 
5, 2016 at 11:00 am, at Trin-
ity Lutheran Church,1225 
Hopyard Rd. Pleasanton, Ca. 
94566.  Flowers or memorial 
donations in Al’s name may 
be sent to Trinity Lutheran 
Church.

Mary Waitt 
Jackson Baroody

A longtime Livermore 
resident and accomplished 
musician who served an un-
precedented tenure as the or-
ganist at St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church, Mary 
Baroody died on February 9, 
2016 at the age of 86.

Mary’s journey through 
life began on an actual jour-
ney. As her parents were 
returning to their Chicago 
home by train, they were 
forced to make an unsched-
uled stop in Michigan City, 
Indiana in order to welcome 
Mary into the world.  She 
was born on September 25, 
1929 and the circumstances 
of the birth coupled with 
Mary’s middle name being 
“Waitt” became the inspira-
tion of the family joke of 
“Mary Waitt who would not 
wait.”

Mary was the oldest of 
four children born to Otis 
and Arline Jackson.  When 
she was 2 years old, her 
family moved to Cincin-
nati, Ohio, where her father 
became the Rector of St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church.  
It was here that Mary began 
to exhibit her musical talents 
by playing songs on the 
church organ and beginning 
piano lessons as a preco-
cious 6 year old.

When Mary was 9, her 
family moved to Flint, 
Michigan where her father 
became the Rector of  St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church.  
Mary sang in the choir at St. 
Paul’s and, when her legs fi -
nally could reach the pedals, 
began taking organ lessons.

After graduating from 
high school in Flint, Mary 
entered Oberlin College to 
pursue a music degree with 
emphasis in organ.  In 1949, 
when her father became 
the Dean of St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral in Laramie, Wyo-
ming, Mary followed her 
parents and enrolled in the 
University of Wyoming.

At Wyoming, Mary was 
active in the Canterbury 
Club, the Episcopal church 
student group.  It was here 
that she met and fell in 
love with Roger Baroody, 
an engineering student and 
World War II Veteran from 
Geneva, New York.  Mary 
and Roger were married in 
September of 1951 and soon 
after Roger accepted a posi-
tion at Sandia Corporation 
and the newlyweds moved to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
Mary completed her organ 
studies, gave her Senior Re-
cital and graduated from the 
University of New Mexico 
in June of 1952.  Roger and 
Mary’s daughters, Martha, 
Elizabeth and Sarah, were 
born in Albuquerque.

In 1956,  the family 
moved to Livermore to raise 
their daughters and Roger 
began a career that would 
span 34 more years serving 
with distinction at Sandia. 
1956 was also the year Mary 
became the organist at St. 
Bartholomew’s Church, a 
position she held for the next 
52 years!  Her artistry as an 
organist was matched by 
her kind and gentle nature.  
Mary made many friends 
over the years in the com-

Jr. into the Army Air Corps, 
where he served 4 years. He 
continued to work alongside 
his brother for several years 
before attending Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo, where he 
received a degree in Agri-
cultural Engineering. It was 
there that he met Millie. 
After a courtship, they were 
married in 1950 at the Car-
mel Mission.

In 1952, Dave & Millie 
had their first son Steve. 
This family grew in 1954 
when Michael was born. 
At the time Dave had a job 
designing portable harvest-
ing equipment in the central 
valley. That same year Dave 
applied and was hired as a 
Technical Photographer at a 
newly formed facility, Law-
rence Radiation Laboratory 
in Livermore. In 1955 they 
built and moved into their 
new home where their son 
Danny was born in 1957, 
followed by Paul in 1958.

The Dixon family settled 
in and lived a full life in the 
Livermore Valley, where 
Dave advanced in his ca-
reer to lead the Technical 
Photography department, 
retiring in 1985. Dave & 
Millie enjoyed their retire-
ment years with a growing 
family of 5 grandchildren 
and 5 great grandchildren. 
Dave is survived by his 
sister Mary Rhyne, sons 
Steve, Danny and Paul, and 
daughter in law, Lottie. His 
grandchildren Kevin, Jen-
nifer, Tanya, Stephanie, and 
Austin, and his great grand-
children Cash, Joe-Leigh, 
Alexandria, Gage and Lola.

A memorial service for 
Dave is to be held at 3 pm 
on March 6th, 2016 at the 
Callaghan Chapel, 3833 East 
Ave. Livermore Ca. 94550. 
A graveside service will be 
held at 11:00 am on March 
7, 2016 at the Sunset View 
Cemetery, 101 Colusa Ave. 
El Cerrito, California 94530.

others across grade levels, 
and having conversations 
with people they normally 
wouldn't sit with at lunch," 
said Leadership Advisor 
Merry Farnady. "This also 
encourages them to be open-
minded (another IB trait) to 
new ideas. 

"We put three different 
conversation starter cards 
on each table with ques-
tions to ask like, 'Would 
you rather eat a spider or 
a cockroach? Why?' Ques-
tions like that get a reaction, 
and people just naturally 
have a response. I enjoyed 
stepping back and watching 
the students talk and open up 
to each other."

Michell was one of 1,000 
schools in all 50 states par-
ticipating in No One Eats 
Alone Day, an event spon-
sored by Beyond Differenc-
es, a non-profi t organization 
dedicated to ending social 
isolation - feelings of being 
left out, lonely or invisible 
- in middle schools, and 
creating a culture in which 
all kids feel included, valued 
and accepted by their peers. 

"I was very impressed 
with the level of student en-
gagement both on the part of 
our student leaders as well as 
the students participating," 
said Lembo. "Our student 
leaders created a party-like 
atmosphere, and I appreci-
ated seeing students laugh-
ing together and engaged 

in conversations with each 
other."

Beyond Differences was 
founded by the parents of 
Lili Rachel Smith, who was 
born with craniofacial syn-
drome. Although she wasn't 
bullied or teased, she was 
often treated as if she were 
invisible. 

"All of my life I’ve 
grown up with Apert syn-
drome, which has affected 
the way people think of me 
and treat me," Lili wrote 
before she passed away at 
the age of 15 in 2009. "My 
years in middle school were 
some of the hardest and 
worst I can remember. My 
peers really didn’t accept me 
for who I was. My teachers 
didn’t believe I could learn. 

I never thought it would 
be possible to do the work 
that I am doing today in my 
home school. I now know 
that I am equal to my peers. 
My teacher taught me to 
believe in myself. And one 
fi nal thing: Do not ever let 
someone tell you that you 
can’t do something — not 
even yourself!"

Along with No One Eats 
Alone, the San Rafael-based 
Beyond Differences estab-
lished Be Kind Online, a 
program teaching youths to 
build healthy relationships 
via social media, and Be 
The One, in which students 
pledge to spread the word 
that kindness is cool. 

"April 22nd is Be the One 

Day," said Lembo. "This is 
another opportunity for our 
teens to invite other teens 
to be the one to reach out to 
someone new, to be thought-
ful, and to talk awesome 
about someone behind their 
back."

Participation in Beyond 
Differences' events are free. 
For No One Eats Alone, 
Michell received a backpack 
fi lled with ideas on how to 
run the event, posters, activ-
ity cards, balloons, conver-
sation starters, bracelets and 
stickers. 

"We plan to run the event 
again next year," said Far-
nady. "We're thinking of 
having all the tables from 

different countries and the 
cards be a picture of that 
country's fl ag. It would add 
a little more IB theme to the 
event."

Added Lembo, "At Joe 
Michell, we are creating an 
inclusive school community 
where everyone is valued, 
everyone matters. This event 
created an opportunity for all 
middle school students to 
be included and new friend-
ships developed. It was im-
portant for our students to 
see how their participation 
in a small change, when 
combined with the efforts 
of others, can have a greater 
impact." 

To learn more, visit www.
beyonddifferences.org. 

 

NO ONE
(continued from page one)
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sHORT nOTes
Family Reading Night

 On Wednesday, March 
2, teachers, staff and com-
munity members at Arroyo 
Seco School are hosting a 
Family Reading Night from 
6-8 PM.  Arroyo Seco fami-
lies with children of all ages 
are welcome to attend. Ar-
royo Seco is located at 5280 
Irene Way in Livermore. 
Connie Ormond is the con-
tact person for this event at 
cormond@lvjusd.k12.ca.us 
or call the school offi ce at 
(925) 606-4700. 

This is Arroyo Seco’s 
sixth Family Reading Night. 
There was a very positive re-
sponse to our events the past 
fi ve years, and so the teach-
ers are planning to make 
this sixth event even better. 
Family Reading Nights are 
one way to build positive 
relationships between fami-
lies and schools and allow 
all families to contribute to 
students’ success in school. 
Students enjoy attending 
Family Reading Night and 
this may improve their de-
sire to read and learn, and 
lead to increased student 
achievement.

 Families will choose 
from a variety of activities 
that focus on reading and 
language skills. Each family 
will choose two sessions that 
could include elements of 
reader’s theater, poetry, art, 
crafts or technology. Arroyo 
Seco teachers and support 
staff will conduct the activi-
ties in classrooms.  

The schedule of events 
follows: 6:00-6:10 PM    
Welcome in the Multipur-
pose Room; 6:15-6:45 PM    
Families attend session 1 of 
their choice; 6:50-7:20 PM    
Families attend session 2 of 
their choice; 7:20-8:00 PM    
Book Giveaway for children.   

Celebrating FFA
Livermore FFA (Future 

Farmers of America) is cel-
ebrating National FFA Week 
February 20-27.

FFA week is celebrated 
over the United States,  in 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 
Islands. 

FFA is an organization for 
students grades 7-12 who are 
interested in  agriculture and 
leadership.  Livermore FFA 
received its federal  charter 
on January 10, 1938, and 
since then has had thousands 
of members learn technical 
and life skills  they later used 
in their careers. 

To become a member, 
a student must be enrolled 
in an agriculture class  at 
Livermore High School, and 
once enrolled, members can 
do any number of things. 
The Livestock  Judging and 
Welding teams travel up and 
down the state of California, 
visiting colleges for field 
days,  members can attend  
the State Leadership Confer-
ence in Fresno for a week, 
and many other day-trips 
like  speaking contests, other 
conferences, and even the 
World Ag. Expo in February. 

Members also have the 
opportunity to raise and 
show animals like cattle, 
pigs, sheep, goats, chickens, 
and rabbits to show at the 
Alameda County Fair. 

During National FFA 
week, Livermore FFA will 
be getting students more 
involved  by playing fun 
games, holding a food drive, 
bringing animals on campus, 
and engaging everyone to 
show  them the many joys of 
agriculture that can be found 
everywhere.

Workshop for Veterans
The Pleasanton Library 

will host a free, small-group 
workshop for post 9/11 vet-
erans. It will be led by Eliza-
beth Fulgaro, a certified 
financial coach from the 
Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau’s Northern 
California offi ce.

The one-hour workshop 
will be held on Monday, 
March 7, 2016 in the Li-
brary’s Tulancingo Room 
at 7:00 p.m. Additional 
follow-up appointments 
will be available to provide 
participants the opportunity 
to discuss specifi c fi nancial 
information confi dentially.

Space is limited and ad-
vance registration is encour-
aged, though not required. 
Contact the Adult Refer-
ence Desk at the Pleasanton 
Library with questions or 
to reserve a place in the 
workshop.

All library programs are 
free and open to the public.

For more information, 
visit www.cityofpleasan-
tonca.gov or call the Refer-
ence Desk at (925) 931-3400 
ext. 4.

Scholarships Available
For over 20 years the 

Stanford Health Care - Val-
leyCare Auxiliary has been 
awarding scholarships to 
local high school students.  
Each year the Auxiliary 
awards four $4,000 (paid 
at $1000 per year for four 
years), and two $1000 schol-
arships (paid at $500 per 
year over two years).

In addition to the Auxilia-
ry scholarships, the Stanford 
Health Care - ValleyCare 
Medical Staff will award 
one $4000 scholarship (paid 
at $1000 per year for four 
years).

These scholarships are 
available to graduating high 
school seniors residing in 
Livermore, Pleasanton, Su-
nol, Dublin or San Ramon, 
who plan to enter a medical 
related fi eld. 

Residency requirements 
may be waived for Junior 
Volunteers of the Stanford 
Health Care – ValleyCare 
Auxiliary after they have 
volunteered at least 72 hours.

Applications are avail-
able online at www.valley-
care.com/auxiliary.  Appli-
cations must be postmarked 
no later than March 25, 
2016.  Scholarships will be 
awarded at the Auxiliary 

Appreciation luncheon on 
May 18.

Open HOS
HOS Business Center, a 

Parent and Children Center, 
is coming to Livermore. 
HOS will hold an "Open 
HOS" information session 
Tuesday, March 8 from 
10am to 1pm in Community 
Room "B" at the Livermore 
Public Library, 1188 South 
Livermore Avenue. Admis-
sion is free. Refreshments 
will be served.

HOS stands for "Helping 
Others Succeed." The mis-
sion of HOS is to "create 
a collaborative & caring 
community to help parent 
and children entrepreneurs 
achieve their goals," notes 
HOS Co-Founder Keven 
Hempel.

HOS will offer private 
office space, conference 
rooms, high-speed internet, 
state-of-the art audio-visual 
and telephone equipment, 
3D printing, concierge, and 
other amenities.   HOS cli-
ents will have access to men-
toring services, network-
ing events, and seminars 
provided by HOS business 
partners.

To register for "Open 
HOS" and for more informa-
tion go to hosbusinesscenter.
com.

Support Group
Tri-Valley Haven is of-

fering an 8 week support 
groups for survivors of sex-
ual assault on Wednesday 
evenings from 5:30 to 7 pm 
in Livermore. This support 
group helps survivors of 
sexual assault understand 
of the effects of sexual vio-
lence in their lives and take 
steps towards healing after 
an assault.            

The Haven provides a 
safe space for survivors to 
connect and talk openly 
about their lives. This group 
supports each participant as 
they discuss heathy coping 
skills and explore strategies 
for healing. If you have 
been sexually assaulted and 
you are looking for a safe 
space to speak with other 
survivors, we encourage you 
to sign up.

The first group session 
will be held on Wednesday 
evenings. This is a closed 
support group so partici-
pants must sign-up ahead of 
time by calling Amanda at 
Tri-Valley Haven at (925) 
667-2797. No drop-ins 
please.

National Science Bowl
Buzzers, not bells, will 

ring in the New Year for 
thousands of students all 
across the U.S. That's be-
cause they'll soon be pit-
ting their math and science 
knowledge — and their re-
fl exes — against one another 
in regional competitions of 
the Department of Energy's 
(DOE's) 26th National Sci-
ence Bowl® (NSB).

Local schools sending 

teams to the competition are 
Amador Valley High School, 
Dublin High School, Foot-
hill High School, Granada 
High School and Valley 
Christian School.

 The competitions start 
this month, with four stu-
dents from each team facing 

off in a fast-paced, question-
and-answer format. The 
winning team from each of 
the 48 middle- and 68 high-
school regions will compete 
in the National Finals, held 
in Washington, D.C. from 
April 28 to May 2, 2016. 
At the fi nals, winning teams 

can score adventure trips to 
Alaska and national parks 
across the country to learn 
fi rst-hand about science in 
the fi eld; as well as trophies, 
medals, and supplies for 
their schools' science depart-
ments. 

By Carol Graham
Manda Pepper's interest 

in eye color started with her 
own. 

"Few people know that 
a person’s eyes can change 
color during puberty due 
to hormone changes," she 
said.  "I had blue eyes until I 
was fourteen or fi fteen, then 
they started changing - blue, 
green, gold. Sometimes one 
eye is one color and the other 
is another. Maybe that's why 
I’m so fascinated with eyes, 
and write characters whose 
eyes change color."

Writing under the name 
M Pepper Langlinais, the 
Livermore author weaves 
such real-life details into her 
award-winning stories.  

Pepper's latest thriller, 
"The Fall and Rise of Peter 
Stoller," was released in e-
book form last month.  

"It originally was a novel-
la titled 'St. Peter in Chains,' 
but then readers asked me 
what happened next and I 
realized there was more story 
to tell," said Pepper.  "That 
novella, by the way, was 
adapted into a short screen-
play that won the Table Read 
My Screenplay competition 
at the Sundance Film Festi-
val in 2013."

The Fall and Rise of Peter 
Stoller is set in London in the 
1960s. Stoller is next in line 

to run a British Intelligence 
branch known simply as the 
Agency.  When he falls in 
love with a cab driver named 
Charles who is accused of 
being an enemy spy, Stoller 
is deemed guilty by asso-
ciation and ousted.  Later, 
he is given the opportunity 
to redeem himself and re-
claim his position within the 
Agency, which allows him 
access to resources he uses 
to discover the truth about 
Charles. 

"For readers who love 
John Le Carré or the original 
Sherlock Holmes stories by 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
this book is worth checking 
out," said Pepper.  "I enjoy 
delving into the psychology 
of my characters, and I have 
fun with little moments of 
dry humor."

Pepper earned an under-
graduate degree in Radio, 
Television and Film from 
the University of Texas at 
Austin, and a Master of Arts 
in Writing, Literature and 
Publishing from Emerson 
College in Boston.  She now 
devotes herself to writing 
full time. 

"It's a lot harder to write 
a novel than it looks, and 
it takes a lot longer than 
one might think," she said.  
"When you think you're 
done, you aren't!  And the 

fi rst draft is never perfect.  
Writers have to be ready and 
willing to make changes and 
do more work."

Currently The Fall and 
Rise of Peter Stoller is avail-
able only in e-format on 
Amazon and the Tirgearr 
Publishing website.  

"The publisher told me 
they will consider a print run 
if it does well," said Pepper.  
"When a print version is 
available, I will absolutely 
sign copies.  I'm also happy 
to attend local book clubs, 
and have offered some sug-
gested book club discussion 
questions on the sidebar of 
my website.

" I  l ove  connec t ing 
with my readers and they 
shouldn't be shy in saying 
hello. I fi nd it encouraging 
to hear from them, and inde-
pendent authors really need 
the love and support. Word 
of mouth and people leaving 
reviews on sites like Ama-
zon and Goodreads make a 
huge difference."

What's up next for the 
author are more Sherlock 
Holmes-style stories, which 
Pepper said she is best 
known for.  However, there 
is one mystery that can be 
cleared up now. 

"My name is Amanda 
Pepper, but I go by Manda, 
and I write under the name 

Manda Pepper shares a moment with daughter Evie.

M Pepper Langlinais," said 
Pepper whose maiden name 
was Langlinais. "The reason 
I don't use Amanda Pepper is 
there is a series of mystery 
novels featuring a sleuth by 
that name.  I decided not to 

try to compete, and I enjoy 
using my maiden name be-
cause it's unique." 

As for The Fall and Rise 
of Peter Stoller, she added, 
"I hope readers carry away 
a full sense of the charac-

ters, and that they like them 
enough to want to revisit 
them."

To learn more, visit www.
pepperwords.com, or www.
tirgearrpublishing.com.
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Commercial Cable Technician
Immediate Openings for Installers! Will train. 
$5,000 hiring bonus. Full benefi ts offered, 

must have a clean DL, min 21 yrs old. 
Bring current DMV rpt when applying.

Call (916) 215-9309.

KRISTY PEIXOTO 
AND COMPANY
Estates, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 251-2536
kpeixoto@rockcliff.com
Estatesandranches.com
CalBRE #01256255

Marina Guevorkian
RE/MAX Hall of Fame
Certified Negotiation Expert
(925) 640-8824
www.SellingLivermore.com
mguevorkian@yahoo.com

CalBRE 01390611 Accord

PREFERRED BROKERS 
Wanda Thompson
925.858.9128
411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore
BRE#00983781 / NMLS#244633

MICHELLE ELLIOTT
Mortgage Banker
National Achiever
925-212-6907
michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott
NMLS ID: 694685

SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

 sabrina.bascom@bhghome.com
Cal BRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account 
Representative At (925) 243-8001

DRE#01254257

Over Two Decades of Experience!

Gene Williams  
REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325
www.WilliamsReGroup.com 

Cindy Williams 
REALTOR®, CRS & GRI

(925) 918-2045

Professionals Choice 
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading 
Real Estate Professionals & Services

Mike Fracisco
(925) 998-8131 

Residential • Commercial • Property Mgmt
Fracisco Realty & Investments

www.MikeFracisco.com
REALTOR®CalBRE #01378428

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

               

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

www.GreciGroup.com

BRE#01323804 BRE#01707140 

GRIGRI

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

CalBRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM
Specializing in 

Livermore’s  
Finest Homes

DONNA  
GARRISON
925.980.0273

SUSAN  
SCHALL

925.519.8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
FabulousProperties.net

CA BRE Lic. # 01395362, 01735040, 01964566

925.784.2870
www.rebeccalevans.com

Rebecca L. Evans
Team Evans Excellence in Real Estate

Livermore Valley Expert
CalBRE # 01498025

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

Cal BRE
#01709171

Pam Cole  
CalBRE#01291147

(925) 337-2461
pam@pamcole4homes.com
www.PamCole4Homes.com

2014 Achievement Award – Top 100 Agents

1686 Second Street 
Livermore, CA 94550

Top Producing Livermore  
Realtor since 1999

www.IvyLoGerfo.com
(925) 998-5312

Ivy CalBRE#01267853

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

Yvette Larson 
REALTOR

(925) 667-0055
doors2dreams.com

CalBRE#01771056

Golden Pacific Home Loans

Lisette Bridges
MORTGAGE CONSULTANT

(925) 998-2964
HomeLoansbyBridges@gmail.com

LoansbyBridges.com
NMLS #285652 and BRE #00907443

Se Habla Espanol

Self employed? Rate too high, paying PMI?
Home purchase? Low FICO score?
No down payment?  CALL US!

Jim Perry
REALTOR
925.548.8108
jperry2310@aol.com

Celebrating my 40th year in Real  
Estate Sales; home, land & vineyards.

Space Reserved 
for Your Ad, Call 

243-8001

Wind Technician/Crane Operator for 
Wind site located near Palm Springs, CA

Experience desired:  3 years of operating and/
or maintenance experience in the wind turbine 
industry.  Preferred qualifi cations:  electronic and/
or mechanical skills to perform preventative main-
tenance, repairs retrofi ts and electrical trouble-
shooting on variable pitch, variable speed turbines.  
Assist with site reporting and monitoring.  Must be 
able to climb and work at heights up to 200+ feet.  
Required Qualifi cations are:  certifi cation to operate 
equipment up to a 35/124 boom truck and currently 
possess a valid CA Class A driver’s license.  

Terra-Gen offers competitive salary and benefi ts.  
To apply please send your resume to Terra-Gen Op-
erating Company, Attn: Human Resources, P.O. Box 
1690, Inyokern, CA 93527, or fax to 760-764-1318, 
or email to Employment@terra-gen.com.  EOE

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON

PLACING LEGAL NOTICES 
IN THE INDEPENDENT 

 Call  925-243-8000 
                     

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 513814
The following person(s) doing 
business as: D&B Handyman 
and Home Repair Service, 
LLC, 3931 Fernwood Way, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
D&B Handyman and Home 
Repair Service, LLC, 3931 
Fernwood Way, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the fi cti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on January 1, 2016.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Richard Duffy, President
This statement was fi led with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 25, 2016. Expires 
January 25, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
3903.  Published  February 
4, 11, 18, 25, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 513289
The following person(s) doing 
business as: The Red Hen 
House - Farm & Kitchen, 
12461 Mines Road, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
(1)Nancy Jane Mueller (2)
Robert James Mueller, 12461 
Mines Road, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by a Married couple
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Nancy Jane Mueller

This statement was fi led with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 8, 2016. Expires 
January 8, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
3904.  Published  February 
4, 11, 18, 25, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 514156
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Valley Premier 
Locations, 2487 Bay Mead-
ows Circle, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Susan Ann Valley, 2487 Bay 
Meadows Circle, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Susan Ann Valley
This statement was fi led with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2016. Expires 
February 2, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
3905.  Published  February 
11, 18, 25, March 3, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 514224
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: DMK & 
Company, 469 Kensington 
Common, Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Dena M. Falkenstein, 469 
Kensington Common, Liver-
more, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Dena M. Falkenstein
This statement was fi led with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 3, 2016. Expires 
February 3, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 

3906.  Published  February 
11, 18, 25, March 3, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 513358
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Barb Wired De-
signs, 1421 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Barbara Santos, 1421 Hop-
yard Road, Pleasanton, CA 
94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the fi cti-
tious business name listed 
above on October 1, 2008.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Barbara Santos, Owner
This statement was fi led with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 11, 2016. Expires 
January 11, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
3907.  Published  February 
11, 18, 25, March 3, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 513852
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Pampered Tail 
Waggerz Pet Care, 3136 
Bridle Ct., Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Tracy L. Schmidt, 3136 Bridle 
Ct., Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fi ctitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Tracy L. Schmidt
This statement was fi led with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 26, 2016. Expires 
January 26, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
3908.  Published  February 
11, 18, 25, March 3, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 514314-16

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Home Loan 
Funding, The Home Mart, 
Trupro Real Estate Services, 
5820 Stoneridge Mall Road, 
#110-28, Pleasanton, CA 
94588, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Gary Stange, 4103 Stanley 
Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the fi cti-
tious business name listed 
above on August 8, 1993.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Gary Stange
This statement was fi led with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 5, 2016. Expires 
February 5, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
3909.  Published  February 
11, 18, 25, March 3, 2016.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at  
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 

to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD IN THE 

INDEPENDENT
Call  (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE
115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
Rotary Club of Pleasanton

Saturday, 2/27
8:00AM - 1:00PM

4455 Del Valle Parkway
Pleasanton

Funds benefit 
Wheelchair Project

118) FREE SECTION

FREE WOOD
Pine & Oak

You cut it & haul it
Mines Road

(408)897-3156

FREE MAGAZINES
Smithsonian

National Geographic
Time

All like new
(408)897-3156

FREE
55-gallon FISH TANK

With everything
No fi sh

Please call if interested
(925)447-3126

127) LOST/ FOUND

FOUND
on Humboldt Way

Livermore
Portfolio of Greek music 

CD’s
Please call 

(925)447-3857

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE 
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
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Saniee Zehrara, MD,
Board Certified In Family MedicineBoard Ceeeeeertifieddddddd In Faaaaaamily MMedicine
Board Certified In Geriatrics Medicine

Come Experience Patient Come Experience Patie
Centric Care!

Livermore Family Medicine 
& Geriatrics

Call Now to Make an Appointment: 
925-344-4450

1050 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550

Care for the Whole Family provided
by our Board Certified Physicians!

Visit us @ 
WWW.LFMGINC.COM

Our physicians are afflilated with 
Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare Medical Center

By Carol Graham
Sometimes, the path to 

one's ancestors begins with 
one's children. 

In the late 1970s, Gene 
Block's daughter came home 
from school asking for help 
with an assignment outlining 
her ancestry. 

"I realized for the first 
time I had no idea where 
my ancestors lived before 
they came to this country," 
recalled Block. "I did not 
know the names of any of 
my great grandparents or 
whether they were born in 
Europe or here. I realized at 
that point that if I didn't be-
gin to document my family 
and my wife's family history, 
when our parents died that 
information would be lost 
forever."

For Julie Gilliland Liu, a 
question on her daughter's 
college application inspired 
her interest. 

"She was asked if she 
was DAR (Daughters of 
the American Revolution) 
eligible, and had a Civil 
War veteran ancestor," said 
Liu. "My mother had kept 
two books, one published 
in 1899, that documented 
my ancestor and his de-
scendants. From then on, 
I became more and more 
interested in learning about 
the lives of my ancestors and 
my husband's family."

Today,  Block heads 
the genealogy club at the 
Stoneridge Creek retirement 
community.  Liu is president 
of the Livermore-Amador 
Genealogy Society. 

"For people just begin-
ning, the most frequent ques-
tion is, 'How do you go 
about tracing your family 
history?'" said Block. "In 
the '70s, you had to write let-
ters, interview people, visit 
courthouses, etc., to obtain 
information. Today there is 
a tremendous amount of ge-
nealogy information online 
and more being made avail-
able every day. However, 
you need to be extremely 

careful and verify that infor-
mation is accurate." 

The 30 in-house mem-
bers of the Stoneridge Creek 
Genealogy Club meet at 11 
a.m. on the 4th Tuesday of 
each month in the Legacy 
Theatre at Stoneridge Creek, 
3300 Stoneridge Creek Way, 
Pleasanton.

The Livermore-Ama-
dor Genealogy Society (L-
AGS) meets at 7:30 p.m. 
on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at Congregation Beth 
Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton. It is open to the 
public and has around 135 
members. 

"The study of genealogy 
is not putting some names 
and dates into a computer 
and getting information 
back," said Liu. "It is a 
puzzle. You get three clues. 
However, only one may 
be relevant. You eliminate 
unlikely possibilities, and 
continue your search. It is 
not fast, but the apprecia-
tion that you and your de-
scendants will have about 
what transpired in the past 
is endless."

Yearly membership for 
L-AGS is $18, while guests 
may attend free of charge. 
At the February meeting, 
guest speaker Richard Finn 
talked about Livermore's 
Oak Knoll Cemetery and 
the role cemeteries play in 
providing clues to the past.

"Gravestones are a great 
place to double check death 
dates and are a source of 
clues for birth dates," said 
Finn. "They're also a good 
place to find out who is 
related to whom (who is 
buried in the same plot). 
Married daughters are some-
times buried in a family plot 
thus yielding their married 
names." 

Finn's interest in geneal-
ogy came about in a different 
way from Block's and Liu's; 
he was appointed the family 
historian by an elderly aunt 
in declining health. 

 "It became a time-con-
suming obsession to learn 
about my ancestors. When 
I learned as much as pos-
sible about them, I started 
researching the pioneers 
who settled the Tri-Valley," 
said Finn. "So far, that has 
generated a database, the 
Tri-Valley Heritage Families 
Project, which contains over 
37,000 names."

The Oak Knoll Cemetery, 
today known as Boot Hill, 
sits on the corner of East 
Stanley Boulevard and Wall 
Street. It is crossed by doz-
ens of Granada High School 
students each day. 

"Over the years the cem-
etery suffered from fi res, but 
the greatest threat has been 
massive erosion caused by 
the fl ooding of the Arroyo 
Mocho during heavy rains," 
said Finn. "This caused the 
back side of the cemetery 
to break away, exposing 
caskets with some even 
falling into the arroyo. We 
recently learned that in the 
1920s, the father of a friend 
of ours helped pull caskets 
from the arroyo before they 
could fl oat away."

Finn also volunteers as 
a genealogy docent at the 
Pleasanton Library.

"Every now and then 
someone with a half an hour 
to kill will come in and ask 
us to fi nd all their ancestors," 
he said. "They seem to think 
all we have to do is push a 
button on the computer and 
a printout of their ancestors 
will come fl ying out. They 
don't realize that it may take 
years of research to go back 
even four or fi ve generations 
let alone hundreds of years." 

Which is why genealogy 
groups are helpful: they 
offer information, tips and 
methods that can save count-
less hours and lead to more 
accurate information. 

 "The illusion created by 
some TV shows is that it is 
easy," said Liu. "It is not just 
plodding back into history 
but discovering the layers 

within that history. Each re-
searcher has a different goal 
in doing this. For me, I have 
a far deeper understanding 
of what my ancestors had to 
endure to get to this country. 
They had to be tough to 
survive."

Block agreed. 
"Most people who re-

search their family his-
tory develop a real sense 
of admiration about what 
strong people their ancestors 
were who left family and 
friends behind and traveled 
to faraway places in hopes 
of making a better life for 
themselves and their chil-
dren," he stated. "Most ge-
nealogists realize we owe a 
tremendous debt of gratitude 
to our ancestors for the life 
we are able to enjoy today in 
this country."

To learn more, visit 
www.l-ags.org.

The Rotary Club of Livermore Valley will once again host a Bocce Tournament. It will 
take place at Campo di Bocce,175 E. Vineyard Ave. here in Livermore on Sunday, May 
1st, 2016.

Up to 24 teams will be competing for the perpetual trophy and bragging rights while 
helping raise funds for the club’s community donations to organizations like past grant 
recipients of Every 15 Minutes, Axis Community Health, Livermore Schools, Open Heart 
Kitchen and veteran programs.

These are just some of the many community causes that the Livermore Valley Rotary 
Club contributes to through fund raising and grants. Livermore-Valley Rotary also contrib-
utes to international projects such as assisting in the manufacturing of clean stove factories 
in Mexico and contributing to the eradication of polio worldwide.

All are invited to join Rotary members, business and community leaders in this fun and 
worthwhile event. Sponsor a team to enjoy a day of good fun and food.

For more information about Rotary and how the Livermore Valley Club helps our local 
community and community projects, www.LivermoreValleyRotary.org or send an email 
inquiry to Info@RotaryClubofLivermoreValley.com .

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

At left is Dick Finn, of the Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society with a photo of his great grandfather. Finn is pictured at Oak Knoll Cemetery. At right are Sandy Block, 
Gene Block and Kay Johnson  members of the genealogy club at Stoneridge Creek.

Searching for Family Connections Can Be Rewarding

Rotary Club Hosting Bocce 
Tournament; Sign Ups Available 
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By Carol Graham
At the first run-through 

rehearsal of "Chicago," 
director Titian Lish offered 
the actors sage advice. 

"Die in a really comfort-
able position," she said, 
dryly. "That is the best 
advice I can give you as 
actors." 

While much about Las 
Positas College's produc-
tion of "Chicago-The Musi-
cal" is high-octane fun, 
there is no doubt that this 
cast and crew are gifted, 
hard-working profession-
als. The singing, dancing, 
sets, costumes, lighting and 
music are top-rate, making 
the production an ener-
getic, razzle-dazzle thrill to 
behold.

"The support and at-
tendance of the community 
is hugely important for us," 
said Lish, LPC's Director 
of Theater Arts. "Having 
people in the seats, cheer-
ing on the success and hard 
work of our students and 
staff, is so meaningful." 

Conversely, having a 
college theater department 
that delivers exceptional-
quality productions in 
a state-of-the-art venue 
for nominal prices is of 
enormous value to the com-
munity. 

Performances of 
Chicago take place on the 
weekends of March 4-6 and 
11-13. Friday and Saturday 
shows start at 8 p.m.; Sun-
days, at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$15 for general admission, 
and $10 for all students, 
military personnel and vet-
erans, and seniors (55+). 

"Chicago is a show 
about two women's murder 
trials in the glitz and glam 
city of Chicago," said Am-

ber Hill, who plays a prison 
warden. "Velma Kelly was 
becoming famous before 
Roxie Hart came to Cook 
County Jail for the murder 
of her lover. These two 
divas of jazz fight over the 

spotlight and the atten-
tion of their expensive and 
egotistical lawyer Billy 
Flynn to keep them from 
the noose." 

Much of the show's suc-
cess rests on the charisma 

and capabilities of the two 
female leads, and Daisy 
Barajas as Velma and Mac 
Guerreiro as Roxie carry it 
off élan. They shimmy and 
sing stunningly, capturing 
the combination of in-

nocence and sexiness that 
marked the changing roles 
of femininity during the 
Jazz Age. 

"Jazz vocals require flex-
ibility and a sense of ease 
even when shifting from 

one octave to another in a 
single moment," said Guer-
reiro. "That said, I'm having 
fun playing a manipula-
tive character who will do 
anything to achieve her 

(continued on page 3)

High Octane Musical, 'Chicago,' Hits LPC Stage

Photo - doug Jorgensen

Cast rehearses number to be performed in "Chicago - The Musical" at Las Positas College.



2 The Independent  •  February 25, 2016

Reigning San Fran-
cisco Stage Magic cham-
pion Ryan Kane brings 
his trademark comedy and 
magic to the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton on 
Saturday, March 5, at 8:00 
p.m.  Known for his humor, 
high energy, and original 
magic, Kane performs at 
venues from New York to 
Las Vegas.

Although a self-
described “contemporary 
magician,” Kane says the 
art of illusion hasn’t really 
changed much in the last 
500 years or so, despite 
technology. He elaborates, 
“People know so much… 
but absolutely anyone can 
be fooled.  The more we 
learn about neurology and 
the brain, the more we 
understand how susceptible 
we are to deception.”

Kane notes that people 

Fundraiser at 
Tommy T’s 

March 1
Pleasanton Middle 

School (PMS) parents are 
invited to an evening of 
comedy on March 1 at 
Tommy T’s, featuring lo-
cal talent Regina Stoops. 
Proceeds benefit the PMS 
PTSA, which provides 
support and funding for the 
school's classrooms, library, 
student groups and school 
activities.

As a Pleasanton parent 
herself, Regina's comedy is 
likely to resonate with the 
audience. Show will also 
feature Tramane Webb and 
a special guest appearance 
by local author and funny 
lady, Stacey Gustafson. 

The event will take place 
on March 1. Doors open at 
6 p.m. with comedy from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. at Tommy T's 
Comedy Club, 5104 Hop-
yard Road, Pleasanton. 

The evening will include 
a silent auction and a no-
host bar (2-item minimum 
purchase of any food/
drink).  Admission is $20 
per person; purchase a table 
including admission for up 
to 8 people for $120.

Sponsor a Pleasanton 
Middle School teacher or 
staff member for $20.

Must be age 21 or older 
to attend.

Purchase tickets online 
at http://www.panthersptsa.
org/comedy

The Livermore Public 
Library will offer a 
live streaming visit by 
bestselling teen author 
Marissa Meyer on Tues-
day, March 1, 2016 at 
6:30 PM.  

This free event will be 
held in the Teen Pop-Up 
Space, located in the Sto-
rytime Room of the Civic 
Center Library, 1188 
South Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore.  Marissa 
Meyer, author of The 
Lunar Chronicles, will 
join us via live video chat 
for a conversation about 
her series of cyberpunk 
fairy tales.  There will 

still want to be floored and 
witness something they’ve 
never seen before – to be 
wowed.  “I don’t think 
that’ll ever change,” he 
adds, “Ever.”

Kane began learning 
magic in 1995 when he was 
6 years old, and spent a 
good chunk of his child-
hood grasping the funda-
mentals of the sophisti-

cated and complex craft of 
illusion. In high school and 
college he studied theatre to 
beef up his stage skills. 

As a young teen, Ryan 
used his magic and engag-

ing personality to gather 
and entertain audiences on 
the streets of Old Sacra-
mento.  The lessons learned 
from those challenging 
early street performances 
are evident today in the 
quick wit and charm he 
demonstrates as a featured 
performer at casinos in 
Reno and at the top tourist 
destination in San Fran-
cisco, Pier 39.

Reserved seating tickets 
are $15 - $25.  Tickets can 
be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org, by 
calling 925-931-4848, and 
in person at the Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton.  Box Office 
hours are Wednesday - Fri-
day 12:00 noon-6:00pm and 
Saturdays 10:00am-4:00pm, 
and two hours prior to the 
performance.

 

also be an opportunity for 
a question and answer ses-
sion from the audience via 
Twitter (@thelibrarytalks 
#libtalks) and online chat.  

Those with questions for 
Marissa Meyer are urged to 
mail theme in advance to 
thelibrarytalks@gmail.com.  
Please limit  questions to 
two short sentences, and 
include  full name and city.  
On the subject line of the 
email,  type:  “Patron ques-
tion for Marissa Meyer’s 
live video chat.”  Meyer 
will try to respond to as 
many questions as possible 
during her live streaming 
visit.  

Marissa Meyer’s 
first book, Cinder, was 
published in 2012. This 
cyberpunk retelling of 
Cinderella is the start of 
The Lunar Chronicles, a 
New York Times bestsell-
ing series that also includes 
Scarlett, Cress, and Fairest. 
The final book in the series, 
Winter, was just released in 
November. Meyer will talk 
about The Lunar Chroni-
cles, in addition to the other 
projects she has planned. 

The Library Talks is a 
grant-funded project open 
to all California libraries, 
with funding provided by 
the Pacific Library Partner-

Regina Stoops

Evening of Magic and Comedy at the Firehouse

ship and proudly sponsored 
by the Mountain View Pub-
lic Library and the Santa 
Clara City Library.  To 
learn more, visit www.the-
librarytalks.
org. 

For 
information 
about other 
programs and 
events, visit 
the library’s 
website at 
www.liver-
morelibrary.
net. 

                                                   

Author of The Lunar Chronicles to Answer Questions 
During Live Streaming Visit to the Library

Ryan Kane
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925.373.6800      LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

The Second City 
Legendary comic styLe

Fri Feb 26 8pm

Allison 
Macfarlane

rae dorough  
speakers series

Thu Feb 25 7:30pm

Tim Lee
scientist turned 

comedian 
Sat Feb 27 8pm

Broadway’s Next 
H!T Musical

originaL improvised 
musicaL comedy
Fri mAr 4 8pm 

Delightful Strings
pacific chamber symphony

Sun Feb 28 2pm

The Triplets of 
Belleville

with composer 
benoît Charest 

Thu mAr 3 7:30pm

ultimate goal, even commit 
murder."

Set in Prohibition-era 
Chicago, the musical is a 
satire on corruption in the 
administration of criminal 
justice and the concept of 
the celebrity criminal.

"I enjoy the song 'All I 
Care About' in which we 
are introduced to the fa-
mous Chicago lawyer Billy 
Flynn because the choreog-
raphy is simply splendid, as 
is the acting," said Guer-
reiro. "That number will 
have everyone laughing, 
maybe crying from laugh-
ing too hard (I speak from 
experience)."

Nicholas Shannon 
portrays Billy Flynn with 
such arrogant aplomb he's 
impossible not to watch. He 
is that good at being bad. 

But the show is full of 
terrific performances and 
numbers. Dulce Tovar as 
Matron "Mama" Morten 
possesses the stage with a 
lush, unhurried presence 
and a gorgeous voice, sing-
ing, "When You're Good to 

Mama." Joshua Lemos as 
Sob Sister Mary Sunshine 
adds laugh-out-loud fun to 
the dark themes, singing, 
"A Little Bit of Good." And 
Christian Tanton as Amos 
Hart delivers a plaintive, 
heartbreaking performance 
that culminates in the 
wrenching "Mr. Cello-
phane."

The show's songs are 
beloved by audiences, from 
"All That Jazz" to "Nowa-
days," but the stand-out 
moment is the hypnotic, 
breathtaking "Hungarian 
Disappearing Act." And, 
of course, the Cell Block 
Tango: "Pop! Six! Squish! 
Un unh! Cicero! Lipschitz! 
He had it comin'!" 

"My favorite moment 
of the show is being one 
of the men that gets killed 
during Cell Block Tango," 
said Isaiah Suniga, a Tracy 
High School senior. "I've 
never been so willing to get 
onstage and die." 

Most of the 40-member 
cast and crew are LPC stu-
dents, ranging in age from 

16 to 30. 
"My role in Chicago is 

court clerk, and I love the 
role," said Zach Ham-
mer. "This is my very first 
performance ever, and I 
was born with autism. Most 
challenging has been to be 
spot-on perfect on stage, 
but it's the best time of my 
life. I'm living the dream." 

Much of LPC's theatrical 
success can be attributed 
to Lish's superb direction. 
With wit, warmth and pro-
fessionalism Lish continu-
ally raises the bar to new 
heights. 

"Titian has been amazing 
and has created a welcom-
ing learning and creative 
atmosphere throughout this 
process," said Michelle 
Roque who plays Mona, 
one of the Six Merry Mur-
deresses. "She's allowed us 
to work with our characters 
in a way that made them 
our own. She wants us to 
succeed as performers, 
pushing us to be and do our 
best. And we all want to 
make this the best for her." 

CHICAGO
(continued from front page)

Next up for LPC is "Rai-
sin in the Sun," taking place 
May 5-14. This summer, 
“How to Succeed in Busi-
ness without Really Trying” 
will be performed in the 
outdoor amphitheater. 

Chicago, rated PG-13 
for language and sexual 
content, is presented at the 
Barbara F. Mertes Center 
for the Arts on the LPC 
campus, 3000 Campus 
Hill Drive, Livermore. 
A $2 parking pass can be 
purchased at kiosks in the 
parking lot.

"I hope the audience 
leaves with the word 'Wow!' 
on their lips," said Hill. "It's 
truly an incredible spectacle 
of a show." 

Or, as actor Alfonso 
Gonzalez said, "It's Chi-
cago, baby."

To learn more or pur-
chase tickets, visit www.
laspositascollege.edu/
THEA. To receive emailed 
notices of upcoming shows, 
contact TLish@laspositas-
college.edu.

As part of its celebration of this year as the one-
hundredth anniversary of a production of a  play by the 
playwright known as “The Father of American Drama,”  
the Eugene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House in Danville, 
has scheduled “A Season of Firsts.”

Eugene O’Neill and his wife, Carlotta, lived at Tao 
House in the Danville Hills from 1937-1944. It was here 
that O’Neill wrote his last and greatest plays. 

In July, 1916 in Provincetown, Massachusetts, "Bound 
East for Cardiff" marked the first production of an O’Neill 
play. This was the first work to be produced of the fifty-
one plays written by the playwright who later was award-
ed three Pulitzer Prizes for Drama, and became the only 
American dramatist to be honored with the Nobel Prize 
for Literature. Bound East for Cardiff will be presented 
by the Eugene O’Neill Foundation in the Old Barn at the 
Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site on July 30-31. 

“We thought it important to recognize the centennial 
of O’Neill plays, with several special productions dur-
ing 2016,” says Eric Fraisher Hayes, director of artistic 
programs for the O’Neill Foundation. “Eugene O’Neill 
brought many innovations to the American theatre, and 
we want to honor that during this special year with several 
important firsts.”

“Throughout 2016 our programs will focus on a series 

Eugene O’Neill Foundation Plans a “Season of Firsts” 
of firsts for O’Neill and the American Theatre,”  Hayes 
notes. 

In early January, the O’Neill Foundation presented 
Beyond the Horizon in a staged reading at the Museum of 
the San Ramon Valley. This is the play that earned O’Neill 
the first of three Pulitzer Prizes for drama, and opened the 
doors to Broadway.  

April 30-May 1 and May 14-15 in the Old Barn at 
the Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site in Danville,  
the Foundation will present O’Neill: The Rhythms of 
His Soul, a lively musical revue devised by Foundation 
Director-Emeritus Dan Cawthon. The production includes 
early American popular music, well-known songs of the 
day, songs of the sea, and familiar music hall tunes. With a 
cast of five singers and dancers, O’Neill: Rhythms of His 
Soul  presents over seventy songs of the period that were 
incorporated into many of the O’Neill plays. The revue, 
directed by Rachel Robinson, is based on The Eugene 
O’Neill Song Book, published in 1993 by Travis Bogard, 

In September and October, the 17th annual Eugene 
O’Neill Festival will feature The Emperor Jones by 
Eugene O’Neill. The original production in 1920 features 
African-American actor, Charles Gilpin, in the leading 
role.  This was a first for the American Theatre. Seven per-
formances will be presented in the Old Barn at Tao House.

Also, as part of the Eugene O’Neill Festival, the Foun-

dation will again partner with Role Players Ensemble of 
Danville for a production of Arthur Miller’s Pulitzer Prize 
play Death of a Salesman. This will be presented at the 
Village Theatre in downtown Danville in September. 

In addition to its schedule of public performances, the 
Eugene O’Neill Foundation will continue its student edu-
cational programs of Student Days at Tao House in March, 
and the Travis Bogard Artist in Residence for writers and 
scholars later in the year. 

Tickets for public performances will be available on-
line at the Eugene O’Neill Foundation’s website at www.
eugeneoneill.org in March.  The website also providers 
information about the Foundation, and how to help sup-
port these programs. 
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Prom night came early 
this year in Livermore, 
when Sunset Commu-
nity Church hosted the Tim 
Tebow Foundation’s Night 
to Shine—an unforget-
table experience centered 
on God’s love for people 
in the community with 
special needs.  Over 100 
very special guests were 
welcomed by their ‘bud-
dies’ for a limousine ride to 
the Red Carpet where ‘pap-
parazi’ snapped pictures as 
they were escorted to their 
prom.  Dressed in tuxes 
and gowns, they danced the 
night away. Each one was 
king or queen of the ball 
with their own crown or 
tiara.

Livermore’s 250+ volun-
teers joined more than 200 
host churches in 48 states 
and 8 countries as one of 
California’s four Night to 
Shine hosts.  “I am still so 
overwhelmed and humbled 
with the impact of one very 
special night. I do not have 
words to describe the unity 
of our church and com-
munity coming together 
and pouring out God's love 
in one accord. Each guest. 
volunteer, and parent/
caregiver who attended 
last night, had joy beaming 
from ear to ear or pooling 
in their eyes,” shared Jenna 
Lowry, director of Night to 
Shine-Livermore.

Volunteers came from 
around the Bay Area to 
assist in the prom’s success.  
Pamela Jacobson, owner of 
Peppermint Tea Photogra-
phy, offered her services as 
guests hit the red carpet and 
shared, “The Tim Tebow 

Night to Shine buddy, Addison Jenkins, escorts his guest 
Miss Mariah down the Red Carpet after their limousine 
ride to prom. Photo credit - Nathan Riccomini

Miss Hannah & Mr. Nic enjoyed a fun date night at Night to Shine prom. Photo credit - 
Monica Schofield

A very special moment at the top of the Red Carpet 
between Night to Shine buddy, Darren Brinkmann and 
Mr. Kimo. Photo credit - Tiffany Pastorius

Night to Shine event was 
breathtaking and left me 
speechless.  As a photogra-
pher, you can attend many 
events and leave with a 
smile but in this case, I not 
only left with a smile but 
my heart was full.  To see 
so many adults with special 
needs be honored was spe-
cial to witness and to see a 
room full of smiles because 
they truly felt genuine love 
present was absolutely 
amazing. Night to Shine 
is a beautiful evening that 
will forever remind me 
how powerful love is when 
simply poured out on one 
another!”

Livermore resident, Jus-
tin Pastorius said, “Hands 
down in the top five most 
fun times of my life. Joy 

that this night produced 
cannot by manufactured 
or bought. I am so very 
humbled & blessed to be 
able to be a part of it.”

A big part of the evening 
was the dinner and desserts  
provided by donations from 
area restaurants and baker-
ies.  Billy Marshall, Café 
Manager at Google Food 
with Bon Appétit, shared, 
“When I first heard about 
the opportunity to work 
with 'Night to Shine,' I was 
very excited. I had no idea 
that this was going to touch 
my life just as much, if not 
more, than our guests’ in 
attendance. Saying it was a 
proud moment doesn't do it 
justice. It was like waiting 
your whole life for your 
team to win a championship 

and finally witnessing it 
happen live and in-person. 
You cry, laugh, and cheer, 
all in the same breath. It 
was an amazing night; I 
can't wait until we do it 
even bigger next year.”

Night to Shine will be 
held again next February. 
Sunset Community Church 
promises to make it even 
bigger and better…likely 
needing to find a larger 
event venue.  Miss Sophia 
Souza, a special guest at 
Night to Shine, is happy to 
hear this, “I loved my prom 
night and I want to go every 
year—I had the best time 
ever!”

Information can be 
found at www.timtebow-
foundation.org/index.php/
stand-with-night-to-shine/

Community Comes Together 
for a Night to Shine 
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SEE A FILM. SEE THE WORLD.
Our exciting features include:

T H U R S D AY,  M A R C H  3 ,  7 : 3 0  P M

DOUGH
From England comes this warm comedy starring Jonathan 
Pryce (Game of Thrones, Pirates of  the Caribbean).

 S U N D AY,  M A R C H  6  AT  7 : 3 0  P M 

ONCE IN A LIFETIME
This uplifting French drama is set in an inner-city high 
school in Paris.

This Film Series is co-sponsored by Congregation Beth Emek, Temple Beth Torah,
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, and Tri-Valley Tri-Cities Midrasha.

Purchase tickets by phone at 925.240.3053, 
online at eastbayjewishfi lm.org, and at the door.

Dough

Once in a Lifetime

FILM
SERIES
THURSDAY, MARCH 3 
SUNDAY, MARCH 6 
T HE VINE CINEM A & ALEHOUSE 
IN LIVERMORE

INTERNATIONAL 

Everyone was speaking FAFSA at the recent Cash 
for College workshop hosted by the Pedrozzi Founda-
tion in conjunction with Congressman Eric Swalwell.  
Braving the wind and rain on February 17, students and 
parents gathered with trained volunteers in the computer 
lab at Livermore High School to receive hands-on-help 
to complete their Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA).  At the workshop, Congressman Swalwell 
encouraged students to work as well as apply for grants 
and scholarships to help pay their college expenses. 

“Right now, 40 million borrowers have about $1.3 
trillion in student loan debt.  It’s the moral crisis of our 
time,” says Congressman Swalwell. “I want students to 
receive all the help for which they are eligible to pay for 
college and vocational training, especially grants and 
work-study that reduce the cost without adding debt.”

“Completing the FAFSA is the first step toward 
receiving financial aid from the federal and state govern-
ments, colleges and many scholarship providers, so we 
recommend that all students submit it annually,” says 
Carolyn Siegfried, Executive Director of the Pedrozzi 
Foundation. 

Low to middle income families may qualify for 
federal and state grants, and students from families of 
all income levels need to complete the FAFSA to access 
federal student loans and work study funds.  Many col-
leges require the FAFSA for merit based scholarships 
from students of all financial backgrounds. “It is impor-
tant that students and families do not self-select out of 
aid by not submitting the FAFSA,” adds Siegfried.

Cal Grants, funded by the State of California, cover 
the cost of tuition at California public universities.  “For 
example, a student with at least a 3.0 GPA, from a family 
of four, with a household income up to $90,500 and as-
sets less than $70,000, may be eligible for a Cal Grant to 
cover tuition at a California State University or Univer-
sity of California campus.  

Students from households with incomes up to 
$150,000 per year may be eligible for a Middle Class 
Scholarship from the state,” explains Siegfried.  Low-
income students at California community colleges do 
not have to pay per-unit enrollment fees, but they need 
to submit the FAFSA to confirm eligibility for the Board 
of Governors Fee Waiver.  California students without 

a Social Security Number, who therefore are not eligible 
for federal aid, need to complete the California Dream Act 
application instead of the FAFSA.  Students still have time 
to meet the March 2 deadline for both applications.

“Congressman Swalwell believes that the Federal and 
State governments play a critical role in providing afford-
able access to quality education to prepare students for 
future careers in our global economy,” explains Siegfried.  
“We are grateful to be working in coordination with his 
office to provide this valuable help.  Additionally, we ap-
preciate that we were able to hold this event at Livermore 
High School as part of our continued partnership with the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District.”

In additional to educating the community about ways 
to pay for college, the Pedrozzi Foundation awards 
scholarships for community college, undergraduate and 
graduate studies and vocational training for graduates of 
the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District, and 
the application deadline is March 1, 2016.  The Founda-
tion’s website, PedrozziFoundation.org, contains a wealth 
of information on paying for college and is the launching 
point for the Pedrozzi Scholarship applications.

Students Hear Information about Cash for College
Pedrozzi Foundation/Congressman Eric Swalwell Event
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Saturday, Feb. 27, 2016, 
is the date for the 4th 
Annual Livermore High 
School Alumni Associa-
tion’s (LHSAA) fundraising 
Crab Feed.  This event is 
once again raising funds 
for Livermore High School 
(LHS).  The event is spon-
sored in conjunction with 
the LHS Marching Band 
and the LHS Leadership 
Classes.  

The LHSAA, a non-
profit 501© 3, was formed 
eight years ago to financial-
ly support Livermore High 
School in multiple ways.  
LHSAA has donated over 
$50,000 to projects ranging 
from document scanners, 
athletic equipment, teacher 
training, student leader-
ship conferences to college 
site visits for under-served 
students.

By Kathy Coyle
“There is a country 

named for me. I didn’t 
know there was a country 
named Jordan.”  This is 
just one example of what is 
discovered when a student 
receives a dictionary. For 
the past thirteen years 
every third grade student 
attending a Livermore 
public school has received 
the gift of his or her own 
dictionary from the Rotary 
Clubs of Livermore and 
the Hindu Community and 
Cultural Center.  The idea 
came from TJ Gilmartin, 
President of the “Noon” 
Club 2003/04. He believed 
that a dictionary held the 
key to life-long learning, by 
introducing new words and 
meanings to young readers. 
Every child should have 
one.  

Third grade is the year 
students really show inde-
pendence in learning.  Edu-
cators and writers selected 
a dictionary that includes 
drawings and photographs, 
maps of the world and the 

has involved hundreds of 
volunteers and supporters.  
Retired Educator Carol 
Howell has headed up this 
monumental effort since 
the program began.  One of 
the most uplifting aspects 

present them to the children 
in their classrooms. The 
presentation includes edu-
cational exercises in finding 
words, looking at maps and 
flags, and answering ques-
tions. 

This year the Crab Feed 
goals are two-fold.  One 
is to support the band by 
contributing to the costs 
of competition fees and 
transportation.  Last year, 
the band purchased new 
marching uniforms for the 
students.  As additional 
students join, they need to 
expand their size range and 
numbers of uniforms.                   

The second need is to 
provide additional comput-
ers for LHS classes.  The 
Livermore School District 
uses “Chromebooks” for 
instruction and testing.  
Presently, LHS has one 
Chromebook for every 
sixteen students. The goal is 
one Chromebook for every 
two students.   The lack of 
Chromebooks severely lim-
its the capability to teach 
much needed computer 

skills, and to take advantage 
of online resources.   LHS 
currently has to borrow 
Chromebooks and docking 
carts from other Livermore 
schools so that students can 
complete mandatory state 
testing. 

As part of the evening 
activities, a “Fund A Need” 
live auction will be held.  
This auction will allow 
guests  to pledge  money to-
wards the goal of purchas-
ing Chromebooks to meet 
the goal identified by LHS.

The Crab Feed is set for 
Sat. Feb. 27, 6pm – 10pm. 
The crab is coming from 
Washington.  In addition 
there will be salad, pasta, 
French bread and dessert.  
No host beer, wine and soft 
drinks are available for 
purchase.  There are many 
silent and live auction items 

to bid on.   
Tickets may be pur-

chased online at http://mkt.

stars,  flags of countries and 
states and other reference 
materials.  The current 
version is the McMillan 
Dictionary for Children.

The Dictionary Project, 
as it is commonly known, 

of the project is preparing 
the personalized bookplates 
with each child’s name 
hand printed. The diction-
aries are delivered to the 
schools. Teams of Rotarians 
and Hindu Center members 

com/lhsaa
For additional informa-

tion, email lhsalumnias-

soc@gmail.com  or call 
Ray at 925-606-5518.  

The Rotary Clubs and 
the Hindu Community and 
Cultural Center thank  the   
community for its support.  
Plans are to continue this 
program for many years to 
come.

Dictionaries for Young Scholars Completes 13th Year

Students from Junction Avenue K-8 School (left) and Sunset Elementary look through their new dictionaries.

Livermore High School Alumni Association 4th Annual Crab Feed Fundraiser Set

Enjoying last year's crab feed.
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By Carol Graham
The Bellini cocktail, a 

mixture of sparkling wine 
and peach purée or nectar, 
originated in Harry’s Bar 
on the Calle Vallaresso in 
Venice, Italy. 

However, there’s no 
need to travel 6,038 miles. 

On Friday, March 11th, 
the Bellini will be the drink 
of choice at the “Ragin’ Ca-
jun Goes to Venice!” event 
taking place at Casa Real at 
Ruby Hill Winery. 

“The Ragin’ Cajun 
fundraiser is the Sandra J. 
Wing Healing Therapies 
Foundation’s largest gala 
of the year,” said President 
Sandra J. Wing. “It will be 
a carnival with Venetian 
street performers, vol-
unteers in gondolier hats 
and bandanas, an Italian 
meal, Venetian décor, and, 
of course, the drink made 
famous in Venice - the 
Bellini. The evening is 
lively, entertaining, fun, 
festive and memorable.” 

The Sandra J. Wing 
Healing Therapies Founda-
tion, a Pleasanton-based 
nonprofit, provides finan-
cial assistance for cancer 
patients to receive comple-
mentary healing services 
during their treatment. 

“The mission is simple: 
raise funds to grant funds. 
The need is great and we 

are looking for financial 
support so that we can 
continue our efforts,” said 
Wing. “After six years of a 
New Orleans Ragin’ Cajun 
theme, our team of volun-
teers decided to change it 
up a bit. We wanted to keep 
our Mardi gras experience 
yet add a new flair, so last 
year we went to Rio and 
this year we’re going to 
Venice.”

The evening starts at 
6 p.m. with cocktails, ap-
petizers, a silent auction, 
photo booth, and Venetian 
street performers. Dinner 
at 7 p.m. includes a Veneto 

salad, shrimp risotto, a 
seared-chicken dish, orec-
chiette with spicy lamb 
ragout, roasted squash 
and kale, and a dessert of 
tiramisu. 

“After dinner there is a 
live auction and the raffle 
prize winner is announced,” 
said Wing. “We have many, 
many wonderful and amaz-
ing auction items this year, 
including trips to Sedona, 
Cabo San Lucas, South 
Lake Tahoe, and Nevada. 
We also have a Scotch-Tast-
ing Party, a Bourbon Party, 
and a Wente Experience 
with concert tickets, din-
ners, golf, and winemaker’s 
blending.

“From 9:30 p.m. on-
wards we celebrate with 
music and dancing, which 
is always a favorite part 
of the night for returning 
guests,” she added. “The 
dancing typically kicks off 
with hats, glasses, stuffed 
animals, and other festive 
items being tossed into the 
crowd.”

Tickets are $135 per 
person, with more than 350 
guests attending, including 
grant recipients who briefly 
speak about how the foun-
dation has helped them. 

“The memories that stick 
most in my mind are the 
heartfelt stories from our 

beneficiaries who speak 
at the event,” said Wing. 
“That’s when I realize and 
appreciate that we were 
able to help in some way 
during a very difficult time 
in their lives.”

While cancer treat-
ment varies for different 
diagnoses, it often includes 
chemotherapy and radiation 
which are uncomfortable 
and often result in painful 
side effects. Complemen-
tary healing therapies - 
acupuncture, acupressure, 
massage, deep breathing 
meditation, and guided vi-
sual imagery – have gained 
acceptance as proven meth-
ods for reducing discomfort 
and increasing a sense of 
well-being. Healing thera-
pies can provide relief from 
neuropathy, anxiety, stress, 
aches, fatigue, nausea and 
pain. 

“The Sandra J. Wing 
Healing Therapies Founda-
tion wants to help cancer 
patients,” said Wing. 
“Ragin’ Cajun is not only a 
fun event to come to each 
year, it is an awesome op-
portunity to help someone 
right here, right now, in the 
community.” 

For tickets or to learn 
more, visit www.healing-
therapiesfoundation.org. 

Livermore Valley Opera (LVO) will showcase opera 
singers who will appear in the upcoming production of 
Rossini’s The Italian Girl in Algiers.   This free event will 
take place at the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, at 2pm on Sunday, March 6, 2016.  

The one-hour program will feature professional opera 
singers who will appear in The Italian Girl in Algiers 
featuring various selections from this comedic opera.  
Both programs will feature the heroine, Isabella, sung by 
mezzo-soprano Kristen Choi and her lover, Lindoro, sung 
by tenor Marco Stefani, a Pleasanton native and Amador 

Valley High School alum.  Bruce Olstad will accompany 
on piano.  

The Stage Director, Bruce Donnell, who has directed 
operas all over the world, including the Metropolitan Op-
era in New York and Santa Fe Opera, will speak about his 
vision for the upcoming opera.

“The singers will perform selections from Rossini’s 
famous opera providing listeners a taste of the wonderful 
talent that they will hear at the Bankhead Theater when 
The Italian Girl in Algiers opens on March 12,” adds 
Schmidt.  

A question and answer period follows immediately 
after the performance.  “We have presented these popular 
preview programs in local libraries for many years,” says 
Gary Sears, LVO’s Community Outreach Manager who 
manages OperaLIVE.  “Audiences have been thrilled to 
hear professional opera singers perform up close in these 
intimate venues.”

For more details on the full production of The Italian 
Girl in Algiers and this library preview program, please 
visit www.livermorevalleyopera.com.

Livermore Library Offers Preview of Livermore Valley Opera's Next Production

Ragin' Cajun Goes to Venice to Raise Funds for Foundation

Festivities were well attended last year.
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT

ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, offers 
art classes, unusual gifts, painting 
rentals, art exhibits and information 
pertaining to the art field, 2155 Third 
St., Livermore. The gallery has been 
open since 1974 and is run as a co-op 
by local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 
11:30-4 p.m. For information call 
449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are cur-
rently exhibiting art at six businesses 
in the Pleasanton - Dublin Area. View-
ing locations are: Bank of America 
at 337 Main Street, Pleasanton; 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce at 
777 Peters Street, Pleasanton; Sall-
man, Yang, & Alameda CPA's at 4900 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton; US Bank 
at 749 Main Street, Pleasanton; Ed-
ward Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public Art 

Circuit, call John Trimingham at (510) 
877-8154.

Pleasanton Art League members 
show, Imagination Expressed 2016, 
Jan. 13 to Feb. 28 at the Pleasanton 
Museum on Main, 603 Main St., 
Pleasanton.

“Raw/Cooked” Art Exhibit Features 
Art Students and Their Instructors, 
Bankhead Theater Visitors Center and 
Gallery through February 29, 2016. 
The exhibit is free of charge and open 
to the public. 2400 First Street in 
downtown Livermore. The lobby is 
open to the public seven days a week 
from noon to 6:00 p.m. For more 
information about Raw/Cooked, call 
925-447-ARTS or visit www.lvpac.org

Special Exhibit: On view from February 
18 through March 26. The Harrington 
Gallery and Firehouse Arts Center 
present works by Santa Clara artist 
Ryan Reynolds. Two distinct installa-
tions: a series of small watercolors in 
the hallway galleries, and large-format 
landscapes in the Grand Atrium Lobby. 
Reynolds is a 2003 UC Berkeley MFA 
recipient, and has shown in New York, 
London, and across California. Most 
recently, he completed a residency at 
the Ballinglen Center for the Arts in 
County May, Ireland. Firehouse Arts 
Center open hours. Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; 
Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. Dona-
tions always appreciated. For more 
information, contact Gallery Director: 
JFinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov, or 
call the gallery: 925-931-4849. 

Exhibit, fine art photography by 
Jonathan Miller and oil paintings of 
local subjects by Norma Webb are on 
display at Espresso Rosetta, 206 S. J 
Street, Livermore through the month 
of March. Both are members of the 
Livermore Art Association.

Pleasanton Art League Alviso Adobe 
Show, March 3-6, reception March 6, 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 3465 Old Foothill 
Rd., Pleasanton. www-pal-art.com

The Figure in Place, Harrington Gal-
lery’s next exhibition opens March 3, 
and features 5 prominent Bay Area 
figurative painters. Colorful, dynamic, 
and diverse, the installation explores 
“the figure” as the subject, with a 
variety of media and approaches. 
Exhibition will be open to the public 
Thursday, March 3 through Saturday, 
April 9. The artists: William Rushton 
(San Jose), Brook Temple (San Ra-
fael), John Goodman (San Francisco), 
Kim Frohsin (San Francisco), Linda 
Christensen (Aptos). Free opening 
reception with artists, will be held on 
Thursday, March 3, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Regular gallery hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton, 4444 
Railroad Avenue. Donations always 
appreciated. 

Alamo Danville Artists' Society, Art 
Extraordinaire, a new exhibit, on 
display Feb. 19 through May 1 at the 
Blackhawk Gallery, 3416 Blackhawk 
Plaza Circle, Danville.  The exhibit 
features sculptures by guest artist 
Dan Woodard and works by forty-five 
member artists. Member artists' work 
include oil, acrylic, watercolor, pastel, 
photography, sculpture, ceramic, 
glass, fiber art and jewelry. Gallery 
hours are Monday-Saturday 10 am to 
8 pm and. Sunday 11 am to 6 pm

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 

a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. Artists bring finished 
or unfinished work to show and if 
desired, receive a critique from the 
group. Refreshments are brought by 
some of the artists, and a donation of 
$5.00 is desired although not manda-
tory. Contact for this event is D’Anne 
Miller at danne_miller@att.net, or 
Linda Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreper-
formingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss and 
share work with Professional Artists 
in sketching, painting, exhibiting and 
marketing your work. ACC members 
currently working on exhibiting theme 
works, under the Inspiration of "The 
Artist's Edge /The Edge of Art & Cho-
sen Pathways." Meets and Critiques 
Friday mornings in Pleasanton. 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Students 
under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children aged 
3-5 are welcome to join this class. 
Classes cover drawing, painting, print-
making, sculpture and ceramics. For 
further information, contact Thomasin 
Dewhurst at (925) 216-7231 or 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com or visit 
http://childrensartclassesprojects.
blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. Draw-
ing, painting, printmaking, sculpture 
and ceramics taught by highly 
experienced artist and art instruc-
tor, Thomasin Dewhurst. Weekday 
and weekend classes, Home school 
classes, Special classes during school 
breaks offered. (925) 216-7231 or 
email thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at The 
Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. Join 
us as we challenge ourselves to poeti-
cally relay our thoughts, emotions and 
experiences through poetry. Become a 
member & share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for more 
info on Theme Challenges, Member-
ship & Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the last 
Saturday from 12 noon-1 p.m. at 
Galina’s Music Studio located at 1756 
First St., Livermore. Confirm participa-
tion by calling (925) 960-1194 or via 
the website at www.GalinasMusic-
Studio.com. Beginners are welcome. 
Bring some music to share with the 
group. Ukuleles are available for 
purchase. Small $10 fee to cover 
meeting costs.

 Essential Creativity- Artist's Way, 
class March 8- April 26, Tuesdays 
7-9pm, Bothwell Performing Arts 
Center, Livermore. Learn how to break 
through creative blocks and nurture 
the inner artist. No artistic experience 
necessary. Must be 18yrs. Instructor: 
Jan Mahood. (Students bring copy of 
the Artist’s Way pen and journal). To 
register contact Jan Mahood www.
heartofthecreative.com, heartofthecre-
ative@gmail.com or 925-989-6153.

WINE & SPIRITS
Las Positas Vineyards, Livermore, 

Sat., Feb. 27, featuring our new 
International Cheese & Wine pairing 
flight. Sun., Feb. 28, "Sunday Funday," 
featured food pairing flight is a 
Cheesecake Cupcake & Wine pairing 
flight. Tasting room is open 11:30am-
4:30pm. For more information, contact 
curt@laspositasvineyards.com 

Port and Cookies, Cedar Mountain 
Winery & Port Works offers for a fun 
flight of 6 Girl Scout Cookies paired 
with 6 Ports. March 5th - 6th, noon 
to 4 pm. No reservations required. 
$15 per person, $10 club members. 
Cookies and milk flight for designated 
drivers, $10.

Barrel Tasting Weekend, March 19 and 
20, noon to 4:30 p.m. Taste wines 
right out of the barrel, meet winemak-
ers and more. Each winery will host a 
unique experience during barrel tast-
ing weekend including at least 1 barrel 
sample for each ticket holder. Tickets 
$40 Advance/ $45 Day of Event. 
Tickets and more information: www.
lvwine.org/event/2053/Barrel_Tast-
ing_Weekend.html

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 21 
South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock Restau-
rant in Livermore/on Portola Avenue-- 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, full bar, 
small cover.  

m-pact: Vocal Group of the Year – Los 
Angeles Music Awards. The 6-man 
acapella powerhouse in concert at the 
Firehouse Arts Center on Saturday, 
February 27, 8:00 p.m.  Touring regu-
larly across four continents, recording 
soundtracks for 20-30 films per year, 
and often performing with greats 
Sheryl Crowe, Natasha Bedingfield, 
Bobby McFerrin among many others. 
Tickets $32-$42; available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, or 
at the center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, Feb. 28, 
2 p.m. Delightful Strings and Joyful 
Songs. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Nicolas Bearde: A Salute to Lou Rawls 
traces the life and music of legendary, 
Grammy-winning vocalist Lou Rawls. 
Bearde will be joined by his trio for 
this performance. Hits will include 
Tobacco Road, Natural Man, Lady 
Love, You’ll Never Find (Another Love 
Like Mine) and I’d Rather Drink Muddy 
Water, plus many more. Sunday, 
February 28, at 2:00 p.m. Reserved 
seating tickets are $15.00 - $25.00; 
available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. 

GuGu Drum Group, dramatic retelling 
of traditional Chinese proverbs, fables 
and fairy tales through athletic and 
theatrical drum vignettes. March 5, 8 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Voices In Harmony Presents: “Lies 
in the Attic: A Beatles A Cappella 
Musical,” March 6, 2016, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Dublin High School Center for the 
Performing Arts, 8151 Village Parkway, 
Dublin. Tickets brownpapertickets.com 

Green Floyd, Bothwell Arts Center, 
March 17, 7:30 p.m. music of Floyd 
with a Celtic/Appalachian twist! 
Tickets www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800.

Amjad Ali Khan, Amaan Ali Khan, and 
Ayaan Ali Khan, March 22, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Youth Music Festival Y2K, 2 and 7:30 
p.m., March 26, Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org, 931-4850. 

The Smithereens Play Songs From 
The Who, March 25, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

ON THE STAGE
The Triplets of Belleville, March 3, 

7:30 p.m. Le Terrible Orchestre de Bel-
leville with composer Benoît Charest 
Performed live, a Parisian Hot Jazz-
inspired score. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Spring Musical - Chicago, March 3-13, 
8 p.m. Las Positas College, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. http://
laspositascollege.edu/performingarts/
index.php

Broadway’s Next HIT Musical, March 4, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Sunol Repertory Theatre, Enjoy a zany 
murder mystery with haunted scripts 
and pre-Colombian Amazonian blow 
guns at Sunol Glen School, 11601 
Main Street, Sunol on March 5, 11, 
12, 18, 19, 25, and 26 at 8 pm. Go 
to www.sunol.net for info and on line 
ticket sales or call 925-449-2693. 
Profits support the Sunol Glen School 
liberal arts program. 

Civic Arts Stage Co. Presents A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream, 2 and 8 p.m. 
March 11-20, Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org, 931-4850. 

Student One Acts, March 23, 1 p.m. and 
March 25, 8 p.m. Las Positas College, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
http://laspositascollege.edu/perform-
ingarts/index.php

COMEDY
The Second City, Feb. 26, 8 p.m. 

Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Tim Lee: Scientist Turned Comedian, 
Feb. 27, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

An Evening of Magic & Comedy - 
starring current San Francisco magic 
champion Ryan Kane, winner “Best 
Stage Magician in the Bay Area.” 
Saturday, March 5, 8:00 p.m. at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Reserved seating tickets $15- $25.  
Tickets available at www.firehouse-
arts.org, 925-931-4848, or at the 
center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Las Positas Vineyards, Saturday, March 
5th Comedy Series with featured 
headliner Mike Mancini.  Tickets are 
$40 and can be purchased online 
www.laspositasvineyards.com/hap-
penings.html or directly in person in 
the tasting room. Tickets include small 
bites appetizers & cocktail hour from 
6:30-7:45pm with the show starting 
at 8pm. For more information, email 
curt@laspositasvineyards.com

MOVIES
International Film Series, Vine Cinema 

& Alehouse, 1722 First St., Livermore, 
March 3 and 6.  The British comedy 

Landscape 
Exhibit at 

The Library
Twelve artists  from 

Carol Maddox's painting 
group will be displaying 
their work at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Cen-
ter. The theme of the exhibit 
will be "Landscapes" re-
flecting the artists painting 
adventures, travels, and 
multiple styles of painting.

The exhibit will be on 
view March 1-March 31, 
2016. An opening reception 
will be held at the Library 
on Sunday, March 6, 2016 
from 3:00-5:00pm.

The Livermore Public 
Library Civic Center is lo-
cated at 1188 S. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore, 94550.
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“Dough” will run Thursday, March 3 
at 7:30 PM. On Sunday, March 6, the 
series will feature a family-friendly 
Israeli film at 4:30 PM that is suitable 
for children grades 4 and up. At 7:30 
PM, the powerful French drama “Once 
in a Lifetime” will screen. Tickets can 
be purchased online at eastbayjew-
ishfilm.org or at the door. For more 
information, call 240-3053.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Auditions. Las Positas College an-

nounces auditions for its summer 
2016 outdoor musical, “How To 
Succeed In Business Without Really 
Trying.” Auditions will be held March 
21 and 22 from 7-10 in the Black Box 
Theater of the Mertes Center for the 
Arts on campus. Bring a prepared 32 
measures or one verse of a musical 
theater or pop song. Accompanist 
provided. If interested in a speaking 
role, bring a prepared 1 to 2 minutes 
comic monologue, memorized or read. 
Be prepared to move. Best to come 
at 7 and plan to stay for the evening. 
Call backs on March 24. 11 principal 
roles plus large singing/dancing/acting 
chorus. All roles open. Performances 
dates: July 28-31. For more informa-
tion, contact director Ken Ross at 
kross@laspositascollege.edu.

Experienced Singers Needed for Ma-
jestic Masterpieces: Four Coronation 
Anthems by Händel.Two performances 
with the Pacific Chamber Symphony, 
Lawrence Kohl, Conductor. Saturday, 
April 16  at 7:30 pm (Lafayette Library 
and Learning Center) and Sunday, 
April 17  at 2:00 pm (Bankhead 
Theater, Livermore. Rehearsals:  
March 8, March 15, April 5  and April 
12  from 7:00 – 9:00 pm Loca-
tion: St. Raymond Catholic Church, 
Dublin. Please contact Rob Lappa at 
musicalsource@gmail.com for more 
information or to sign up.

OPERA
The Italian Girl in Algiers, Livermore 

Valley Opera presents Gioachino 
Rossini's first masterpiece, which 
combines comic (buffa) and tragic 
(seria) stories.  March 12, 7:30 p.m., 
March 13, 2 p.m., March 19, 7:30 
p.m., March 20, 2 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. Opening night gala March 12, 
4 p.m. 3-course dinner and wine at 
Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard, then walk 
to the Bankhead Theater for dessert 
and coffee before Rossini’s The Italian 
Girl In Algiers (separate ticket required 
for gala).

 
CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale, Hope, Faith, 

Life, Love: John Rutter’s Requiem 
and Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester 
Psalms with instrumental ensemble. 
7:30 p.m. March 12 performance 
will be announced. On March 13, the 

Chorale performs at 3 p.m. at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton. www.valleyconcertcho-
rale.org, or 866-4003.

MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets the 

4th Tuesday of each month, and reads 
books about issues and trends that 
are driving current affairs in both the 
national and international arenas.  
Topics that have been covered include 
politics, governance, economics, mili-
tary affairs, history, sociology, science, 
the climate, and religion. Contact Rich 
at 872-7923, for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a member-
centered book group led by a small 
group of book club veterans, with 
reading selections based on member 
recommendations and consensus. 
No homework required– share your 
insights or just listen in! Contact 
Susan at 337-1282 regarding the 
We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-
book.com/StoriedNights 

Allison Mcfarlane, Fukushima nuclear 
crisis: lessons learned. Rae Dorough 
Speaker Series, 7:30 p.m., Feb. 25. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Livermore Reads Together (LRT) 
community-wide reading program: 
Isaac Asimov’s “I, Robot.” Copies of 
books and LRT event schedules will 
be available at all Livermore Public 
Library locations. Livermore Reads 
Together 2016 events will include the 
following: (unless noted, events are 
held at the Civic Center Library) and 
are free to the public. • Friday, Febru-
ary 26, 3:30pm: Family movie day at 
the library featuring a Disney-Pixar 
movie about an adorable little waste 
collecting robot. Contact the library 
or visit www.livermorelibrary.net • 
Saturday, February 27, 2pm: Roboti-
cist Kevin Roche presents ThinBot, 
the bartending robot, and other cool 
machines • Sunday, February 28, 
2pm: Cantina Band plays acoustic 
music inspired by Star Wars and clas-
sic video games like Legend of Zelda 
and Super Mario Brothers • Monday, 
February 29, 6:30pm: Family movie 
night at Rincon Library featuring a 
Disney-Pixar movie about an adorable 
little waste collecting robot. For infor-
mation about the movie, contact the 
library or visit www.livermorelibrary.
net. Sponsored by The Friends of the 
Livermore Library. Call 925-373-5500 
or visit www.livermorelibrary.net. 

California Association of Porcelain 
Artists, 38th annual Convention and 
Show, March 10, 11, 12, Marriott 

Fremont-Silicon Valley, 16100 Landing 
Parkway, Fremont. Open to the public. 
March 10: 1 to 3 p.m.; March 11: 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; March 12: 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Fine art, porcelain painting 
demonstrations, drawing, banquets, 
painted porcelain prizes and more. 
www.capacina. $10 fee at the door.

Tails at Twilight, a gala benefit for the 
Valley Humane Society, at the Ruby 
Hill Golf Club in Pleasanton from 6-11 
pm. Friday, March 4, 2016. Celebrate 
the lives of those beloved pets who 
have touched your heart the most 
as we raise funds to support Valley 
Humane Society’s lifesaving and life-
enriching programs. $100 per person 
includes reception, hors d’oeuvres, 
sit-down dinner, full no-host bar, 
dancing, live and silent auctions. 
www.valleyhumane.org

53rd annual Coin Show, Livermore 
Valley Coin Club, March 6, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Displays, bourse, prizes, free 
wooden nickels, hourly drawings. Elks 
Lodge, 940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore 
(Springtown). 

33rd Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration, City of Dublin, March 
12 and 13: Dublin Civic Center, 100 
Civic Plaza, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Green 
and White Gala, 6 p.m. March 11, 
Shannon Community Center; Pancake 
Breakfast, 7 to 10 a.m. March 12, 
Fire Station #16; Parade, 9:30 a.m. 
Amador Plaza to Dublin Boulevard 
to Village Parkway to Amador Village 
Boulevard; Shamrock 5K, 8:30 
a.m. March 13. dublinca.gov www.
dublinstpats.com 

St. Patrick’s Day Brew Crawl, March 
19, 2016, 5 to 8 p.m. Downtown 
Pleasanton. Sample craft beers from 
San Francisco Bay Area breweries at 
more than 25 downtown locations. 
Tasty bites will also be served. Pleas-
anton Downtown Association, www.
pleasantondowntown.net

An Evening With… Ulysses S. Grant 
Tuesday, March 22, 7pm. Museum 
on Main Ed Kinney Speakers Series, 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Tickets are 
$10 general admission, $7 seniors 
(65+) / students (with valid ID), $5 
members. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.museumonmain.org, 
at Museum on Main during regular 
operating hours or by phoning the 
museum at (925) 462-2766. For more 
information on the Ed Kinney Speakers 
Series visit www.museumonmain.org 
or phone Museum on Main at (925) 
462-2766.

Livermore Half Marathon, March 26, 
glass of wine from one of the 13 
wineries at the finish line. New in 
2016, 24 Hour Fitness 5K event. Start 
and finish First and S. Livermore Ave., 
downtown Livermore, half marathon 
8 a.m., 5K start 8:15 a.m., wine and 
music festival 9 a.m. Information and 
registration at http://runliv.com/ 

Teens are invited to at-
tend the “Tri-Valley Teen 
Job and Career Fair” on 
Saturday, March 5, from 
noon to 4:00 PM, at the 
Dublin Senior Center (7600 
Amador Valley Boulevard, 
Dublin). 

The event is an op-
portunity for high school 
students (ages 14 – 19) to 
meet with over 30 potential 

employers, apply for jobs, 
attend resume workshops, 
learn interview techniques, 
and more. 

Mock interviews and an 
opportunity to talk to career 
panelists who work in the 
field of law, finance, mar-
keting, law enforcement, 
and culinary arts will also 
be available. 

Admission is free, and 
pizza (while supplies last) 

Teens Invited to Attend Job and Career Fair

A fundraiser is planned for the Dubin SPCA from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thurs., March 10 at the 
facility, 4651 Gleason Dr., Dublin;  925-479-9670.

The event will consist of a 1 hour yoga class for all levels taught by one of  lululemon 
Stoneridge instructors.  Afterwards there will be tours of the SPCA and a meet and greet 
with eligible adoptable animals.  

Coastal Classic Creations, a company dedicated to toxin free products and an avid sup-
porter of animals, will be providing goodie bags for the participants.  

Registration can be completed on the East Bay SPCA website at www.eastbayspca.
org/yoga. Cost is $10 for the class 100% of which will go directly to the East Bay SPCA. 

Striking a yoga pose.

Yoga Event to Benefit SPCA

The Livermore Valley 
Coin Club will hold its 53rd 
annual coin show and sale 
on Sunday March 6, 2016, 
from 10 am to 5 pm. The 
show will be held at the 
Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur 
Drive Springtown in Liver-
more.

More than 20 dealers 
from all over Northern 
California will offer gold, 
silver, and base metal coins 
from the United States and 
foreign countries. Ancient 
coins will be offered as 
well. Prices range from a 

This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Mercury 
Head Dime (shown).

Coin Show Planned

will be available to job 
seekers at no charge. Teens 
are encouraged to bring a 
resume and dress in profes-
sional attire.

The job fair is a collabo-
ration among the Cities of 
Dublin, Danville, Pleas-
anton, and San Ramon, in 
conjunction with the Dublin 
San Ramon Women’s Club. 
For more information, call 
(925) 556-4500.

few cents to hundreds of 
dollars. Dealers will make 
appraisals and purchase 
coins from the public.

Admission is free. 
Wooden “nickels” com-
memorating the event 
will be given away while 
supplies last. An hourly 
drawing will be held for a 
U.S. silver eagle dollars. 
Members of the Livermore 
Valley Coin Club will set 
up numismatic displays, 
information table and will 
be available to discuss the 
club’s activities. Limited 

lunch service will be avail-
able. 

For further information, 
call Stephen Kramer at 
(925) 980-9307.
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 

in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Guidelines and Application for 
Scholarships for graduating seniors from 
Foothill, Village and Amador High Schools 
can be downloaded at www.amadorval-
leyscholarshipsinc.org Fill out one applica-
tion to be considered for 9 scholarships-
deadline to apply is March 18, 2016

Dementia Whisperer, Laura Wayman, 
a nationally recognized dementia care 
expert. Coffee & Conversation with the Ex-
perts at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. March 8, 11:30 
p.m. Wayman, author of A Loving Approach 
to Dementia Care, has spoken throughout 
the country on this important issue, which 
affects as many as 5 million Americans. 

Livermore-Amador Genealogi-
cal Society, meets 7:30 p.m. March 14, 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Ct., 
Pleasanton. No charge. Visitors welcome. 
Guest speaker will be Pamela Dallas, 
her presentation discusses strategies for 
success in finding original and replacement 
records lost due to fire, theft, flood, mold, 
rodents, tornado, hurricane, over-zealous 
“spring-cleaning clerks, and any other 
destruction in a county courthouse or other 
research repository. No charge. Visitors wel-
come. For additional information contact: 
Marilyn Glass & Diane Wiedel, Program 
Chairs, email: program@L-AGS.org

Livermore Library Board, meets 7 
p.m., Thurs., Feb. 25 at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda 
will be posted at the library 72 hours prior 
to the meeting. 

Ohlone Audubon will meet Tuesday, 
March 01, 2016 at 7:30pm at Pleasanton 
Middle School, 5001 Case Avenue, Pleasan-
ton. Program, Birds in a Changing Climate, 
will be presented by Sarah-Mae Nelson. 
She will talk about the big and important 
issues of carbon emissions, global warming, 
climate change, ocean acidification and 
the implications for coastal and seabird 
populations, and what citizens, can do to 
help. No admission charge. Refreshments 
served. For more information go to www.
ohloneaudubon.org. 

Harlem Wizards Basketball Fund-
raisers Flying Dunk Sponsor Livermore 
Dental Care and the Livermore Valley 
Educational Foundation present the Harlem 
Wizards vs Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District Staff and Students plus 
Community and Business Leaders at Liver-
more High School on Thursday, April 21, 
2016, and Granada High School on Friday, 
April 22, 2016. Both games start at 7 pm.  
These must-see games will celebrate LVEF's 
25th year anniversary and provide fantastic 
entertainment for all ages. Proceeds benefit 
LVEF. Student tickets start at $12/ticket, 
general admission starts at $14/ticket. For 
more information, or to purchase tickets, 
visit LVEF.org or email info@lvef.org 

Tri-Valley Health Fair, Sat., April 16, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. The 
Health Fair will include vendors, dental and 
vision screenings, physical examinations, 
entertainment and other health related re-
sources. Those interested in participating in 
the event as a vendor, please contact Maria 

Dykzeul at (925) 426-4290 or by email at 
mdykzeul@pleasantonusd.net. Deadline to 
participate as a vendor is Tuesday, March 
1, 2016. Those interested in volunteering 
for the event, contact Valerie Pavlakis at 
(925) 931-5353 or by email at vpavlakis@
cityofpleasantonca.gov. The Tri-Valley Health 
Initiative is a collaboration with Alameda 
County Supervisors Nate Miley and Scott 
Haggerty, Alameda County Health Care 
Services Agency Center for Healthy Schools 
and Communities, Alameda County Social 
Services Agency, Stanford Health Care - Val-
leyCare, John Muir Health, Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation, Kaiser Permanente, City of 
Dublin, Dublin Unified School District, City 
of Livermore, and the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District. 

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA, Friendly bridge, 1 p.m. Feb. 
20, RSVP by Feb. 13 to Barbara, 426-8876. 
Brunch in Castro Valley, 12:30 p.m. Feb. 28, 
RSVP by Feb. 25 to Ruby, 462-9636. 

GNON (Girls Night Out Networking), 
Mon., March 7 meeting 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Museum on Main, Pleasanton. RSVP by Feb. 
26: www.gnon.org/rsvp.html. $10 members, 
$15 nonmembers. Open to all women. 
Evening of history, food, networking and fun. 

Up to five scholarships, each worth 
$2,500.00, are offered by the Tri-Valley Re-
tired Educators Scholarship Foundation. The 
awards are offered to high-school graduat-
ing seniors and college/university students. 
All applicants must be planning a career in 
education. Questions about the scholarship 
should be sent to greegno@comcast.net 
or call 925-443-6097. Application packets 
for the scholarships can be downloaded at: 
div85.calrta.org. Go to Scholarships and 
Grants, and select 2016 Application Forms. 
Application deadline is March 26, 2016.

Lindsay Wildlife Experience, tickets 
are now available for the Sixth Annual Faces 
of Wildlife Gala, scheduled for Saturday, 
March 19, 2016 at Diablo Country Club 
(1700 Clubhouse Road, Diablo). This wild 
evening event will raise money for Lindsay 
Wildlife, which treats more than 5,500 
injured and orphaned animals each year. 
2015 was a record year for Lindsay, with 
the drought causing a flood of more, and 
worse-off, animals than in recent history. 

Livermore Lions Crab Feed Friday, 
February 26, 2016; The Rock House 
Restaurant 443-3240, 1840 Portola Ave, 
Livermore, 5:30 p.m. doors open, crab fee 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Contact Lion Ben Barrientos 
at 449-9974 or tickets to the Crab Feed 
tickets will also will be available at The 
Castle Rock Restaurant, 1840 Portola Ave, 
Livermore.

Livermore Valley Coin Club 53rd 
annual coin show and sale on Sunday 
March 6, 2016, from 10 am to 5 pm. at the 
Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur Drive Springtown 
in Livermore. More than 20 dealers from 
all over Northern California will offer gold, 
silver, and base metal coins from the United 
States and foreign countries. Dealers will 
make appraisals and purchase coins from 
the public. Admission is free. wooden “nick-
els” commemorating the event will be given 
away while supplies last. An hourly drawing 
will be held for a U.S. silver eagle dollars. 
Members of the Livermore Valley Coin Club 
will set up numismatic displays, information 
table and will be available to discuss the 
club’s activities. Limited lunch service will 
be available. For further information please 
call Stephen Kramer at (925) 980-9307.

HistoryMobile. Those interested in 
Livermore history and/or like working with 

children (mostly 3rd graders), are needed. 
Volunteers would share Livermore history 
with local children (mostly during the month 
of May) and the rest of the community at 
various locations such as Farmers' Market, 
Ravenswood or special events. There will 
be training provided. The time commitment 
could be as little as a few days a year. 
Contact Nancy Mulligan, 925-443-3076 or 
E-mail n.mulligan@comcast.net.

Crab Feed, Feb. 27, 2016. The 
Livermore High School Alumni Assoc. is pro-
ducing its 4th Annual Crab Feed to benefit 
the students, faculty & administrators of 
LHS. Each year the LHSAA funds numerous 
request from LHS to provide items/programs 
that are no longer in their budget. LHSAA 
invites all to take part in the Crab Feed and 
both Live and Silent Auctions Fundraiser. Go 
to www.livermorehighalumni.com for addi-
tional information, email lhsalumniassoc@
gmail.com or call Ray 925-606-5518.

Free high school level math help 
offered at Pleasanton Library for students 
who cannot afford tuition. Contact 925-
484-1073.

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, support 
group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Cluttering is a 
psychological issue, not an organizing 
issue. New meeting location: Parkview,100 
Valley Avenue (main entrance), 2nd Floor 
Activity Room, Pleasanton. Mondays except 
some holidays 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Come 
or call a volunteer at 925)289-5356 or 
925-922-1467. More information at: www.
clutterlesseastbay.org

Writing club for young adults, 
Whether a seasoned writer or just starting 
out, join published Young Adult author J.L. 
Powers at Livermore Public Library for 
the Writing Club for Young Adults, ages 13 
through 21 will meet from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
on the third Thursday of the month: March 
17, April 21, and May 19 The meetings will 
be held at the Civic Center Library, 1188 
South Livermore Avenue, Livermore. The 
club is free and no registration is required. 
For more information, please visit TEEN 
SPACE on the library’s website: www.
livermorelibrary.net, or contact Jennifer at 
925-373-5576.

Questers is an international organiza-
tion of lovers of antiques, collectibles, 
and history who encourage preservation 
and restoration of historical landmarks. 
At chapter meetings, members learn 
about antiques, share and view member’s 
collections, visit historic sites, museums 
and antiques shops and help non-profit 
organizations with restoration and preserva-
tion work. Chapter meets the 4th Tuesday 
monthly from September to May. New mem-
bers are invited to join the local Amador 
Chapter. If interested call President Rickie 
at 925-292-8123 or e-mail rjfgiono@
comcast.net. 

Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy 
Club. Feed your wonder about the Night Sky 
and the Cosmos by joining us on the 3rd 
Friday of the Month for our club meeting. 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. Doors open at 7:00 
p.m. talk starts at 7:30 pm. For more info 
visit us @ http://www.trivalleystargazers.
org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 2647 
Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents in 1890s 
costumes give free guided tours beginning 
at noon, on the second and fourth Sundays 
of the month. Each tour includes the 1885 
Cottage and the 1891 Main House, and 

A Gardening Question 
and Answer program will 
be presented at the Civic 
Center Library, 1188 S. 
Livermore Avenue, at 10:30 
am on Saturday, March 5, 
2016. 

There is no charge for 
this event, and no sign-up is 
needed. 

This 60-minute fo-
rum session will focus 
on answering common 
garden questions. Topics 
will include plant diversity, 
seed starting, transplanting, 
irrigation, trellising, seed 
saving, bed preparation, soil 
amendment, plant prob-
lems, pollinators, preserv-
ing, honeybees, chickens, 
lawn removal, planting 
and growing tomatoes, and 

drought gardening. 
Mark Brunell holds a 

doctorate in Botany and 
Plant Sciences, and has 
been a professor of biol-
ogy at the University of 
the Pacific since 2002. He 
is past-president of the 
Alameda County Master 
Gardener advisory board, a 
co-founder of the Garden of 
Grace in Livermore, former 

Faculty Director at the Ted 
and Chris Robb Garden in 
Stockton, and is currently 
president of the Califor-
nia Botanical Society. He 
has been teaching general 
biology and plant courses 
full-time since 1997, and 
has been actively gardening 
at home since 2004. He has 
written several newspaper 
articles on gardening, and is 
a regular contributor to the 
master gardener newsletter. 
He also teaches master gar-
dener training and continu-
ing education courses. He 
lives in Livermore with his 
wife and two children.

Check the library’s 
website at www.livermo-
relibrary.net to learn more 
about this program and 
other events. 

    

Questions about Gardening to Be Answered

The East Bay Regional 
Park District this week 
named Ana Alvarez, a parks 
official for the City of San 
Francisco and a longtime 
advocate for sustainability 
and civic engagement, as 
the District’s first deputy 
general manager.

Alvarez will start work 
March 1.

“We’re thrilled to add 
someone of Ana’s caliber to 
our ever-growing District,” 
said East Bay Regional 
Park District General Man-
ager Robert Doyle. “Her 
experience, commitment 
and expertise – especially 
in matters related to climate 
change and professional 
development - will be a 
tremendous asset to our 
District.”

As deputy general man-
ager, Alvarez will oversee 
day-to-day oversight of the 
four executives responsible 
for finance, operations, 
planning, land acquisition, 
stewardship and develop-

ment, and human resources. 
She will also work closely 
with Doyle to navigate 
long-term planning, as the 
Park District continues to 
expand and be a leader in 
environmental stewardship.

Alvarez has a long 
history of park leadership. 
She most recently served 
as deputy director of parks 
and open space for the City 
and County of San Fran-
cisco Recreation and Park 
Department, overseeing an 
annual operating budget 
of $80 million and directly 
supervising 10 management 
staff with indirect responsi-
bility for 368 full-time em-
ployees and 200 seasonal 
employees.

Prior to joining San 
Francisco in 2009, Ana 
served as director of the 
City of Santa Fe Spring’s 
Community Services 
Department, director of the 
City of Oceanside Parks 
and Recreation Depart-

ment, manager of the City 
of Burbank’s Cultural Arts 
Program, and teen programs 
supervisor for the City of 
Santa Barbara. Her accom-
plishments have received 
numerous awards from 
professional organizations, 
including the California 
League of Cities, Califor-
nia Recreation and Parks 
Society, California Associa-
tion of Police Chiefs and 
the National Association of 
Housing and Redevelop-
ment.

Alvarez holds a doctoral 
degree in policy, planning 
and development from the 
University of Southern 
California and a master’s 
degree in public administra-
tion from California State 
University Northridge. 
Her doctoral dissertation 
focused on San Francisco’s 
Park and Open Space 
Sustainability Plan that 
establishes climate change 
adaptation strategies.

EBRPD Selects First 
Deputy General Manager
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the beautifully landscaped grounds. For 
information on the Ravenswood Progress 
League (RPL) or the volunteer Docent 
Program, please call the Docent Coordinator 
at (925) 443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a social 
group of retired men who join together to 
better enjoy their leisure time. Activities 
include golf, bridge, photography, travel, 
fishing, biking, wine tasting, and technology. 
The Tri-Valley Branch serves men living in 
Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, and San Ra-
mon. The group meets for lunch on the first 
Thursday of each month at the San Ramon 
Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest Lane, San Ramon. 
Please read more about the Tri-Valley SIR 
at http://sirs34.org/ and the Statewide 
SIR at www.sirinc.org/. For information 
or to attend a meeting, call Rich Osborne 
925-785-3549.

NAMI Tri-Valley Parent Resource & 
Support Group meets monthly for parents/
caretakers of children ages 5-17 years 
with (or suspected of having) emotional/ 
psychiatric disorders. It meets the third 
Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm at 
Pathways to Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge Dr., 
Suite 114, Pleasanton. The group is drop-in 
and free. Contact person is Marsha McInnis 
at 925-980-5331.

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a group 
for retired men who seek activities to 
enhance their retirement. Monthly meetings 
feature lunch and an interesting speaker. 
Men have the opportunity to learn about and 
join activities such as hiking, bridge, invest-
ment, bowling, bocce ball and wood carving. 
There is also a neat group of guys to get to 
know. SIR Branch #121 meets on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at the DoubleTree 
Hotel, Las Flores Road (near Bluebell Drive), 
Livermore, at 11:30. Any retired man is 
welcome to drop by to learn about your 
opportunities. For more information check 
our website: branch121.sirinc2.org or email 
Neal Cavanaugh at nealfcavanaugh@att.
net (put “SIR” in the subject line).

Eric's Corner is a free support group 
for people who are dealing with a diagnosis 
of Epilepsy. Everyone is invited to attend 
these meetings. Meetings are held at 
5725 W. Las Positas Blvd., second floor, 
Pleasanton. We meet from 6:30 -8;00 on 
the third Thursday of each month. For more 
information please visit us at ericscorner.org 

Pleasanton Lions Club welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our community 
& beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd & 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. The Re-
galia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., Pleasanton. 
www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador Val-
ley invites all visitors to join this dedicated 
group of volunteers, reaching out to those 
in need in the Tri-Valley and having fun 
doing it. Regular meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at the 
Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., Pleasanton. For 
more information, see our website, www.
amadorvalley.assistanceleague.org, e-mail 
assistanceleagueamadorvalley@yahoo.
com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Navy, Marine Corp & Coast Guard 
Active Duty and Veterans. Meet with 
other like minded veterans for camaraderie 
and support of veterans causes. The Fleet 
Reserve Association is a chartered orga-
nization that provides a voice in Congress. 
Young veterans are highly encouraged to 
get involved in promoting the concerns of 
your generation. The local branch of the FRA 
meets the first Friday of each month at 6:30 

PM at the Veterans Memorial Building, 522 
South L St., Livermore. For more information 
go to www.fra.org or contact Roy Warner 
at 925-449-6048 or Loraine Maese at 
454-1582.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All Mili-
tary” is a 501(c)3 non profit military sup-
port organization based in Livermore. S.A.M. 
has been in operation since January 2004. 
It is dedicated to the continued morale 
support of deployed troops. For information 
or donations, visit www.operationsam.org, 
email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Support Alli-
ance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets Wednes-
days 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's Episcopal 
Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (not 
affiliated with the church. Information at 
www.dbsalliance.org/pleasanton or contact 
chapter leader, Al Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 1362 
Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open Monday-
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last Friday of 
every month 50% off most of the store sale. 
For more information visit www.shepgate.
org/holiday

Bereaved Mother’s Network of the 
Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of each 
month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore Civic 
Center Library, Small Conference Room. 
The aim of the network is to allow bereaved 
mothers to make connections with, share 
resources, and support other mothers who 
have been through the worst experience of 
their lives, losing a child. For more informa-
tion, contact katiestrube@comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Indepen-
dent Living (CRIL) offers services to help 
people with disabilities and supports them 
to live independently and participate in their 
community for as long as they are willing 
and able to do so. CRIL maintains offices in 
Hayward, Fremont and Livermore to provide 
information and referrals and provide 
community education at senior centers and 
affordable housing complexes to residents 
of Southern Alameda County. The Tri-Valley 
office is located at 3311 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore 94550 and can be reached by 
phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at (925) 
373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

DBE Daughters of the British Empire, 
John McLaren’s Roses of Britain Chapter in 
the Tri-Valley meets at 11:00 a.m. on the 
3rd Thursday of every month at Castlewood 
Country Club. DBE was founded in 1909 
and is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of women of British or British 
Commonwealth heritage and ancestry with 
a focus on charity and fellowship. Those 
interested in helping with “the cause," 
enjoying social activities, and forming long-
lasting friendships, contact Edith Caponigro 
at 925-998-3500 or Jenny Whitehouse at 
925-484-1273 for additional information.

Tri-Valley Triathlon Club (TVTC), 
Information on programs and memberships, 
training philosophies and schedules, and 
all things TVTC, an all inclusive triathlon/
marathon/endurance training program. 
www.trivalleytriclub.com.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 

Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contempla-
tive Service in the Chapel and 10:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program For more information 
www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 
10 a.m. with Sunday school for all ages 
at 9 a.m. Children's classes during adult 
worship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747 or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center for 
Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and Com-
munity in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. Rabbi 
Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organiza-
tions (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith 
Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or 
EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 
N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For information, call 
(925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service starts 
at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. adult 
Bible study/Sunday school. For information, 
call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
(925) 447-4357 - www.calvarylivermore.
org.

United Christian Church, www.uccliv.
org, a gay-welcoming congregation offering 
community and spiritual encouragement 
for questioners, seekers and risk-takers. 
Worships on Sunday morning at 10:30 
a.m. All are welcome. 1886 College Ave. at 
M St., Livermore; call 449-6820 for more 
information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service 
– 11 a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-805-
7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 9:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Women's Bible 
study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory 
prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Senior 

adult ministries meet every other month. 
Call the office at 846-8650 for more 
information. 

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. Liver-
more. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11:00 
a.m., and Sunday School and Bible study 
for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday 
at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night there is adult 
Bible study, youth activities and children's 
choir at 6:30 p.m. Child care during all 
events. 447-1848, www.trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire 
La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our hospitality. 
For more information call the church office 
925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. www.saintbartslivermore.com. 
Service Schedule: 8:00 a.m. Contempla-
tive Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
(check web-site): 10:20 Sunday School 
(Godly Play); 10:30: Sung Eucharist with 
choir, child care provided. 

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are 
welcomed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. 
worship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 East 
Avenue, Livermore; worship service 10:15 
a.m. Sundays. www.trivalleychurch.org.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; in 
the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, Meet-
ing at Altamont Creek Elementary School, 
6500 Garaventa Ranch Road, Livermore. 
Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.

jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.
Well Community Outreach Center 

ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or who 
would like to donate nonperishable food 
items, call the office at (925) 479-1414 
to begin the process. Wednesday and 
Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 4 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open every 
4th Saturday to distribute bags from Fresh 
and Easy Market and Sprouts. This will be 
on a first come first serve basis between 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nissen Drive, 
Livermore.

Lynnewood United Methodist Church 
at 4444 Black Ave. a friendly congregation 
welcomes all. Worship at 9 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 
with Sunday school for youth and adults at 
10:30 a.m. and childcare at both services. 
Also, on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m., 
newest offering "Come As You Are," is an 
informal, contemporary worship experience. 
Contact Rev. Heather Hammer at 846-0221, 
send an email to office@lynnewood.org or 
visit www.lynnewood.org. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., Livermore. 3rd 
ward 2:20 p.m., 2nd ward 9 a.m., Mocho 
branch (Spanish) 12 noon. 1501 Hillcrest 
Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 1 p.m..; 4th ward 
9 a.m., Springtown ward, 11 a.m. Young 
single adult ware, 1:30 p.m., 8203 Village 
Parkway, Dublin.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: Sunday 
at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Pleas-
anton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 3574 
Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 
4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo 
Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: Sunday 9:30 
a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth group 
Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school youth 
group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. www.
jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Mondays at 7pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). More 
information: LivermoreQuakers@gmail.com 
or (925) 315-7170. 

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contractors 
St., Livermore. .Sunday School (all ages) – 
8:30 AM. Communion – 9:30 AM. 925-906-
9561 stfrancisanglican.church.

Center for Spiritual Living Livermore 
Valley - People from all faith traditions, 
cultures, races and sexual orientations 
welcome. Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. 
Youth and teen programs offered as well. All 
are welcome. Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 
2nd Floor, Livermore. For more information 
contact revharriet1@yahoo.com or visit us 
at http://csllvlighthouse.org.

St. Matthews Baptist Church, 851 
Rincon Ave., Livermore. www, smbclive.com 
or 443.3686. Dr. Allen S. Turner. Worship 
services 8 and 11 a.m., Sunday family 
Bible school, 9:30 p.m., Bible study and 
youth ministry, Wednesday 7 p.m. Feed the 
homeless, Saturday 11 a.m. Prayer, 6 p.m. 
weekdays. 

“1 & 2 Corinthians” will be the 
featured study of Community Bible Study 
Women’s class of Pleasanton this fall. A 
Children’s Program is available for infants 

to 5 years old. Class starts on continues 
each week on Thursdays at 9:30-11:30am 
until May 12, 2015. Valley Bible Church, 
7106 Johnson Dr., Pleasanton. Contact 
Sherri at 925-399-5074 or email sherri.
cbs@gmail.com for more information or 
to register.”

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) for 
women of all ages and life stages, Meets 
Thursday mornings 9:30-11:30am through 
May 15, St. Charles Parish - Borromeo Hall, 
1315 Lomitas Ave., Livermore. Questions: 
Donna Leach (925-443-6815)[dleach45@
gmail.com] or Kristen Barton (925-449-
8002)[adele_obrien@hotmail.com]

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, gives 
away clothing and other items every Mon-
day 10-12. Donations are also accepted on 
Mondays between 10-12. 4418 E. Avenue, 
Livermore.

Christ Church (a nondenominational 
evangelical church formerly meeting in 
Pleasanton), Now meeting at Arroyo Mocho 
Elementary School, 1040 Florence Rd., 
Livermore. Worship service at 9:00 a.m.; 
Educational Classes for all ages at 11:00 
a.m. Fall adult education course: “Human 
Sexuality: Biblical and Theological Perspec-
tives,” taught by Robert W. Evans (Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology and Ph.D. in systematic 
theology). visit: www.christchurch-trivalley.
org or call 925.846.0665.

Grief Workshop, bi-monthly to 
help people with the healing journey. St. 
Elizabeth Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr. 
Pleasanton. 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 25th. 
March 10th. 2016. No per-registration 
is necessary, but if it is your first night 
attending, arrive a little early to check in. 
These sessions are open to all, regardless 
of religious affiliation. Please call Nancy at 
925-846-9543 for more information.

Unity of Tri-Valley - 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 am 
Sunday service. Rev. Micah Murdock, 
interim minister. All are welcome. Ongoing 
groups and activities. www.unityoftrivalley.
org/ 829-2733.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews secular Purim 
celebration on Sunday, March 20 from 
10:30 - 12:30 at the Bothwell Arts Center 
in Livermore.  We will make hamantaschen, 
have crafts, games, and fun for all ages, 
and present our annual Purim skit.   At-
tendees are welcome to come dressed as 
their favorite Purim character.  This event 
is free for TVCJ members, and costs $10 
for non-members (which can be applied to 
a membership if someone wishes to join).  
The Bothwell Arts Center is located at 2466 
8th St. in Livermore.

TRAVEL 
BUG
CRUISE FROM

SAN FRANCISCO
(925) 447-4300
In Downtown Livermore

2269 Third Street
www.travelbuglivermore.com
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Milestones

Eagle Award Earned by 
Christian Groneberg

Christian Steven Groneberg of Troop 939 in Livermore 
was presented his Eagle Scout Medal, the Boy Scouts of 
America's highest rank, at an Eagle Court of Honor on Janu-
ary 2, 2016, in Livermore.

Groneberg, 18, a freshman at Santa Clara University, has 
earned 28 merit badges. Christian has served in his troop as a 
Scribe, Assistant Patrol Leader, and Patrol Leader. Christian's 
Eagle Project was a garden landscaping at Victory Baptist 
Church. They cleaned the property, removed weeds, and 
developed the dirt.  After preparation, they installed a drip 
system, planted bushes and a tree, and decorated them with 
stones and bricks.  The goal of this project was beautification 
and the restoration of the property.

In addition to scouting, Christian played clarinet in 
Granada High School Band four years as well as four years 
on piano in Granada High School Jazz band. He is currently 
attending Santa Clara University (SCU) majoring in Business 
Management and minoring in music while performing on 
piano in the SCU Jazz ensemble.

The City of Dublin has announced the 2015 Citizen of the 
Year, Young Citizen of the Year, and Organization of the Year.

They are citizen, Terri Dyer; young citizen, Nichole Chen; 
and organization, Tri-Valley YMCA.

Also recognized were OneDublin.org: James and Mary 
Morehead; Michael and Katherine Utsumi (Mayor's Award), 
and George Zika (Mayor's Legacy Award).

The winners were crowned at an evening ceremony on 
Wednesday, February 17, 2016, at the Shannon Community 
Center. 

The purpose of these awards is to recognize outstanding 
individuals and groups who have contributed to the quality 
of life in Dublin this past year. Nomination criteria for both 
the Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year Awards are based 
on the Dublin Integrity in Action Program’s 10 Characteris-
tics: Responsibility, Respectfulness, Caring, Giving, Positive 

The photo submitted by Eric Sevilla was taken by his son and his son's friend on January 31 at Sycamore Grove 
Park in Livermore. 

Attitude, Trustworthiness, Cooperation, Doing One’s Best, 
Honesty, and Self-Discipline. The Young Citizen of the 
Year recognizes the volunteer service of Dublin’s youth in 
1st – 12th grade.  

The Mayor’s Award is a special award that the Mayor 
presents to someone whom he believes has worked tirelessly 
on behalf of the Dublin community in the previous calendar 
year. The Mayor’s Legacy Award is a new special award that 
the Mayor presents to someone to recognize extraordinary, 
long-term dedication to the Dublin community.

Award recipients will be recognized at an upcoming City 
Council meeting. The Organization of the Year will receive 
a $500 cash prize, and a $300 donation will be given to 
each of the Citizen and Youth Citizen of the Year’s favorite 
non-profit organization.

Information on each of the award recipients can be found 
on the City’s website, www.dublin.ca.gov/vre

Dublin Honors Award Recipients

Cedar Mountain Winery was the first Certified Green 
Winery in the Livermore Valley Wine Country in August 
2008 and recertified again in January 2012. Now that the 
new facility is open, Cedar Mountain is once "Green Again"! 
The winery has just received our recertification at its new 
location on Reuss Road, Livermore  Valley Wine Country's 
only Certified Green Winery. "We are extremely proud to 
be a Certified Green Winery and encourage other wineries 
to do so," said Earl, co-owner and winemaker.

 To earn (re)certification, businesses must meet stringent 
requirements in six areas: clean water; sanitary discharge; 
energy conservation; water conservation; pollution preven-

tion; and solid waste reduction. 
"This is a comprehensive certification process which 

takes nearly nine months to complete," said Linda Ault, 
President/CEO of Cedar Mountain Winery. 

The Green Business Certification Program is an ongoing 
assessment and improvement process to conserve resources, 
prevent pollution, and minimize waste.

For information, about Cedar Mountain, go to www.
cedarmountainwinery.com

 To learn more about the Green Business Program go to 
www.greenbiz.ca.gov

Cedar Mountain Recertified As 'Green Winery'

Christian Steven Groneberg


