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On Thursday, February 19, Congressman Eric Swalwell visited Junction K-8 School in the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD) as part of his In Your Shoes events. 
Swalwell regularly works alongside East Bay residents to better understand the needs of 
his constituents. He has “worked” as a paramedic, a baker, an organic farmer, and now, a 
paraeducator. Last week, he shadowed a special education aide. “School districts across the 
nation face teacher shortages coupled with the rising number of children with disabilities and 
other special needs.  Working in the shoes of a paraeducator gave me an understanding of 
this challenging and dynamic role and help to guide how my office can support paraeducators 
and the children in their classrooms” says Swalwell.  

PET OF THE WEEK
You’d be wise to adopt Professor! The seven-month-
old mini Schnauzer mix is a master of affection. 
He’ll give you class and teach you all about true 
companionship. Get smart! Adopt Professor today 
at Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada Street in 
Pleasanton, Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am 
– 4 pm. For more info visit valleyhumane.org or call 
(925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The 3rd annual  Special Olympics Schools Partnership Basketball Competitions got underway Tuesday at  
Pleasanton Middle School. The preschool through 5th grade competition featuring inclusion teams from 
Pleasanton, Livermore and Dublin was held on Tuesday. Middle, high school, and transition students will compete 
on March 3. Opening ceremonies for both days were set for 9:30 a.m. with the games to begin at 10. Shown is 
one of the contestants going up for a slam.
  

A prohibition on beekeep-
ing in Pleasanton, which had 
been in effect since 1926, 
was repealed by the city 
council last week.

Beekeeping will now 
be allowed in areas zoned 
agriculture and properties 
with detached single family 
homes.

The council vote was 
unanimous.

Staff noted that beekeep-
ing would result in indirect 
economic benefits to the 
City. Based on the research 
of beekeeping, agriculture, 
and community gardens, 
staff believes that there are 
substantial benefits to urban 
beekeeping. Honeybees pol-

Livermore Councilmem-
ber Laureen Turner, a nurse, 
said that staff should hold 
off on preparing a report that 
looks at regulating medicinal 
marijuana in Livermore. 

She had asked for the in-
formation to determine how 
the city council control and 
regulate dispensaires.

However, since she made 
the request, Turner said  that 
AB266 would likely answer 
all of her questions. 

The bill would establish 
within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs a Bu-
reau of Medical Marijuana 
Regulation. The bureau 
would  license and regulate 
dispensing facilities, cul-
tivation sites, transporters, 
and manufacturers of medi-
cal marijuana and medical 
marijuana products, subject 
to local ordinances. The bill 
would require a background 
check of applicants. 

In other action, the City 
of Livermore looked at rais-
ing rates for both water and 
sewer service.

The city council heard a 
report on the proposal at its 
meeting Monday. No deci-
sion was made.

The current sewer ser-
vice charges have been in 
place since 2008. The city 
held off increasing the fee 
because of the recession. 
The wastewater enterprise 
is now operating at a deficit 
due mainly to increases in 
replacement funding without 
a rate increase. The replace-
ment costs are included in the 
fee structure. 

Darren Greenwood, act-
ing public works director, 

Land Trust 
Accreditation 
Is Renewed

The Tri-Valley Conser-
vancy (TVC) has achieved 
renewed land trust accredi-
tation from the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission, 
an independent program of 
the Land Trust Alliance.

TVC and its volunteers 
are actively involved in pre-
serving land, enriching life 
and connecting the commu-
nities within the Tri-Valley. 
They work with property 
owners, help provide recre-
ation opportunities like trail 
connections, help maintain 
habitat areas, participate in 
agricultural and environ-
mental programs for school 
children and much more.

TVC was awarded re-
newed accreditation this 
February. Out of the 1700+ 
land trusts from across the 
country, TV is one of only 
301 that are accredited. Sta-
tus as an accredited land trust 
indicates to the public that  
meet national standards for 
excellence, uphold the public 
trust and ensure that conser-
vation efforts are permanent. 
The seal is a mark of distinc-
tion in land conservation. 

Each land trust  that 
achieves renewed accredita-
tion submits extensive docu-
mentation and undergoes a 

A mathematician who 
won last year’s Fields Medal, 
sometimes referred to as the 
Nobel Prize in mathematics, 
credits a generous fellow-
ship from Livermore-based 
Hertz Foundation for giving 
him the “freedom, security 
and encouragement” to ex-

The Dublin City Council 
can help the school district 
meet the challenge of build-
ing a new school by working 
out a joint use agreement for 
a parcel on Central Parkway 
east of Fallon Road. 

However, it would cost 
the city the loss of at least 
part of a community park 
site planned there. The gain 
for the school district would 
mean it would not have to 
purchase a reserved 11-acre 

(See LAND TRUST, page 2)

linate fruit and vegetable 
crops that are relied on for 
food, including many of 
the plants found in gardens 
in Pleasanton. Bees are not 
only important pollinators, 
but they produce honey, 
beeswax, and propolis ( 
a resin used in varnishes, 
chewing gum, and car wax).

Adam Weinstein, plan-
ning manager, noted in addi-
tion to those benefits, urban 
and suburban beekeeping is 
seen as a way to help bring 
back the declining bee popu-
lation and to enhance the 
genetic diversity.

The one concern raised 
concerning beekeeping was 

Beekeeping Now 
Allowed in Pleasanton

(See BEEKEEPING, page 3)

State Bill 
Would Set 
Dispensary 
Regulations

(See REPORT, page 2)

Local Foundation Helped Scholar
Toward Math “Nobel Prize”

plore “wildly nonstandard” 
math concepts that bore fruit 
years later.

The mathematician is 
Manjul Bhargava, a pro-
fessor at Princeton, whose 
Hertz Fellowship ran from 
1996-2001. During that 
time, working toward his 

(See SCHOLAR, page 5)

Dublin Looks at Splitting Future 
Park to Share with School

school site more than a block 
to the northeast in the Jordan 
Ranch. That site would cost 
the district an estimated $33 
million.

The arrangement would 
also help the district deliver 
the school in four years, a 
help in relieving pressure 
on school campuses, said 
School Superintendent Steve 
Hanke.

No figures were dis-
cussed. However, the city 

would let the district have 
part of the Central Parkway 
site at a greatly reduced 
price, according to the coun-
cil discussion Feb. 17.

The arrangement would 
be established as part of a 
proposed memorandum of 
understanding (MOU). The 
council made no decision. 
After 50 minutes of pub-
lic hearing and discussion, 
councilmembers decided 
to postpone it until March 

17. Hanke wanted more 
time to develop details for a 
business plan financing the 
school.

The land cost at the cur-
rently designated school 
site, coupled with building 
expense, would represent 
a stretch for the district 
to fund, now that there is 
no prospect of obtaining 
state school bond money 
for school construction, said 
Hanke. 

The lack of state bond 
money leaves only local 
bonding capacity and devel-
oper fees to finance acquir-
ing a site and building the 
facilities. If the state were 
to pass a school construction 
bond, it might be possible 
that the district could pay 
back the city in part, said 
Hanke.

A coalition of education 
supporters throughout the 

(See DUBLIN, page 4)

Traffic was one of the 
issues discussed during a 
forum based on the report, 
"Tri-Valley Rising in the 
21st Century" prepared by 
the Bay Area Council Eco-
nomic Institute.

Improved transportation 
infrastructure for the Tri-
Valley was viewed as critical 
to maximizing and support-
ing future economic growth, 
livability, and competitive-
ness for the Bay Area as a 
whole. 

Other topics included 
education, housing, and di-
versity.

The meeting, held last 
Thursday in Dublin, was 
hosted by Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, 
Jim Wunderman of the Bay 
Area Council Economic 
Institute, and Innovation 
Tri-Valley Leadership Group 
represented by Dale Kaye.

Haggerty and Wunder-
man took part in a discussion 
focused on the economy. 
Wunderman noted that with 
a little vision and stimula-
tion, there is a potential to 

Traffic 
Seen As 
Roadblock 
to Economic 
Development

(See TRAFFIC, page 7)
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6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon

OurSanRamonHospital.com • (925) 275-9200

for the 
Tri-Valley Community

Years of Caring

Memorials, Burial, 
Cremation,  

Loss Support
Coming  

FEBruary 2015
189 Contractors Street
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 344-6135

www.valleypetloss.com

Linda Futral
Broker, ASP, SRES, QSP, CDPE

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

lindafutral.com
License #01257605

LIVERMORE   $1,199,000

4/5 Bed 4.5 bath ~3337sf ~10039sf lot
Large corner lot w/pool, spa,  

wrap around porch, too many upgrades 
to list, must see, won’t last!

2743 San Minete Dr, Livermore

OPEN SAT & SUN 2:00-5:00PM

Register online at 
www.ppierun.com

Starts & Finishes at 
the Alameda County 

Fairgrounds

Free parking!

Presented by 
CLubSport to benefit PPIE

Early Bird Pricing and Complimentary Bib  
Personalization When You Register Before March 9th

GREAT EXPO AWAITS YOU
Enjoy the Family Fitness 
Expo at the finish line 
to help you celebrate 
and recover from a 

successful run. We will have 
lots of goodies, giveaways and 
activities to inspire your children 
to engage in a healthy lifestyle. 

NOT A RUNNER OR A 
MORNING PERSON?

That’s ok! You can make 
an online Snooze for 
Schools donation and 
sleep tight knowing 

your contribution will keep 
us on the right course. Every 
dollar is greatly appreciated!               
Visit www.ppierun.com to               
provide support. 

Sunday, April 12, 2015

The class action health 
care lawsuit of Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory retirees and surviving 
beneficiaries continued to 
move forward last week as 
Superior Court Judge George 
Hernandez asked attorneys 
for the opposing sides to 
submit plans for a future 
trial date.

Attorneys for the retirees 
are scheduled to submit their 
plan by March 6. Attorneys 
for the University of Califor-
nia, which is being sued by 
the retirees, are scheduled to 
submit theirs a week later. 
Judge Hernandez will evalu-
ate the plans and is scheduled 
to meet with the attorneys on 
April 1 regarding the trial 

rigorous review. “Through 
accreditation renewal land 
trusts are part of an impor-
tant evaluation and improve-
ment process that verifies 
their operations continue to 
be effective, strategic and 
in accordance with strict 
requirements,” said Com-
mission Executive Director 
Tammara Van Ryn. “Ac-
credited organizations have 
engaged citizen conserva-
tion leaders and improved 

Historic Livermore view - Photo Rick Probst

LAND TRUST
(continued from page one)

systems for ensuring that 
their conservation work is 
permanent.”

TVC’s Executive Direc-
tor, Laura Mercier stated, 
“This achievement demon-
strates our commitment to 
permanent land conservation 
that benefits the entire com-
munity. Studies show that 
conserving land helps ensure 
clean air and drinking water; 
safe, healthy food; scenic 
landscapes; recreational 

areas; and habitat areas for 
animals and plants. Con-
serving land also increases 
property values near green-
belts and saves tax dollars by 
encouraging more efficient 
development.

“We are proud to be the 
champions and caretakers of 
the Tri-Valley’s critical land 
resources, and look forward 
to continuing to safeguard 
this land for generations to 
come.”

Plans For Trial In Health Care Lawsuit 
date.

The parties have met 
with a mediator in the past 
and could return by mutual 
agreement, but there is no 
plan to do so at this point, 
according to an attorney 
close to the case.

The lawsuit is aimed 
at restoring University of 
California health care for 
the retirees. UC has opposed 
the suit.

UC health care was avail-
able to the retirees from the 
time of the Laboratory’s 
founding in 1952 until 2008, 
when a for-profit consortium 
took over for the University 
as manager of the national 
defense laboratory.

The change led to indus-
trial style health care cover-
age, which many retirees 
say they have found to be 
less reliable, more difficult 
to arrange and generally a 
violation of promises made 
during their careers at the 
Laboratory. They formed 
a grass roots organization 
called the UC Laboratory 
Retiree Group that collected 
money, hired attorneys and, 
in 2010, filed a lawsuit. 

Last year, the suit be-
came a class action. While 
plans for a trial are under-
way, individual retirees and 
surviving beneficiaries are 
in the process of deciding 
whether to remain in the 
class or opt out.

A new 40,000-square-
foot Whole Foods Market 
store will open May 20 at 
5200 Dublin Boulevard in 
Dublin. It will be the first 
Whole Foods Market loca-
tion serving Dublin, Pleas-
anton and Livermore in the 
Tri-Valley area. 

The store will bring an 
estimated 225 jobs to Dub-
lin. 

In addition to natural and 
organic products, Whole 
Foods Market’s Dublin store 
will offer dining and enter-
tainment, including a pizza 
venue, tap room, wine tast-
ing area, and an outdoor 
patio with a space for live 
music and performances. 

Allen Culp, who first 
joined the company in 2009 
as a shift leader at Whole 

Whole Foods Market Planning 
May 20 Opening in Dublin

Foods Market Reno, has 
been hired as the store’s 
team leader. 

“Dublin is home to lots 
of families, people who 
love the outdoors, and folks 
who enjoy a strong sense 
of community,” said Culp. 
“That’s why we’re building 
this store as much as a social 
spot as a place to buy grocer-
ies. We want to give local 
musicians a place to play, 
foodies a wide selection of 
trending ingredients to share 
with friends, and parents 
a comfortable, welcoming 
place to have a quick and 
easy meal with their kids.”

Tri-Valley residents will 
be able to meet the Whole 
Foods Market Dublin team 
during the city of Dublin’s 
St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion. Whole Foods Market 

will be at the festival with 
local food samples and a 
photo booth. The store is 
also sponsoring food and 
drink for the Shamrock 5K 
Fun Run & Walk.

Available jobs will be 
posted from March 2 to 22. 
They can be found through 
wholefoodsmarket.com/ca-
reers. Interested candidates 
should just click “Find and 
Apply for Jobs” and search 
for openings in Dublin, Cali-
fornia.

For updates, customers 
can follow the store at face-
book.com/WholeFoodsMar-
ketDublin. 

told the council that a 14 
percent rate increase would 
be needed. He proposed a 
five year program with a 
6.5 percent increase in years 
2015-16 and 2016-17, with a 
3.5 percent raise the remain-
ing three years.

The current monthly fee 
paid by the average home-
owner is $39.70; the pro-
posed increases would set 
the fee at $42.28 the first 
year, $45.03 the second year, 
$46.60 the third year, $48.24 
the fourth year, and $49.92 
in 2019-20.

The city is required to 
send out notices to those im-
pacted by the rate increases. 
A hearing would be sched-
uled for sometime in May.

Water rates would go up 
2.5 percent each year over 
the next two years. The 
average monthly rate would 
be $69.55 for the first year 
for those who receive their 
water from the city.

According to Green-
wood, the proposal contin-
ues annual regular increases. 
The money would be used 
for operations. If there were 
excess, it would be set aside 
for replacements. He told 
the council that it is not pos-
sible to predict how much 
water might be available 

for sale, making it difficult 
to set rates. 

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts noted that conserva-
tion rates in play during 
the drought are higher than 
normal. As a result, the wa-
ter enterprise has received 
all the money needed for 
operations. Only a mod-
est increase is needed with 
the conservation rates in 
place. "We do not want an 
over large increase based on 
speculation."

Councilmember Bob 
Woener said that he favored 
a smooth rate increase, the 
same percentage each year, 
rather than jumping all over 
the place. 

REPORT
(continued from page one)
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LIVE YOUR  TRADEMARK

At Taylor Morrison, we believe your home should be a direct reflection of you—a perfect blend of all the things 
you love most—and that’s why we build homes that are created and designed specifically for you. Come 

discover your new home at Brighton in Livermore and start living your trademark today.  
Your home is your trademark, so what’s your TM?

This is not an offering in any state where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Prices may not include lot premiums, upgrades and options. Community Association and other fees may be required. Prices promotions, incentives, features, 
options, amenities, floorplans, elevations, designs, materials and dimensions are subject to change without notice. Square footage and dimensions are estimated and may vary in actual construction. Actual position of house on lot will 
be determined by the site plan and plot plan. Floorplans and elevations are artist’s conception and are not intended to show specific detailing. Floorplans are the property of Taylor Morrison, Inc. and its affiliates and are protected 
by U.S. copyright laws. For further information, please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate and review our Terms of Use. Taylor Morrison Services, Inc., BRE # 00968975. ©2015, Taylor Morrison of California, LLC. 2/26/15

taylormorrison.com #trademark

Brighton in Livermore
2921 Patcham Common

Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 357-4242

1,786 – 2,013 sq. ft.
2 – 4 beds • 3.5 baths

From the mid $600,000s

Modern kitchens with granite countertops  
and spacious center islands  

First floor bedrooms available 

Convenient access to Bay Area freeways 
 

Low maintenance living

Follow me on Facebook at facebook.com/wanda.thompson.545

Wanda 
Thompson

BRE#00983781
NMLS#244633

Real estate & MoRtgage specialist
HAVE AN FHA LOAN... Effective January 26, 2015, FHA lowered 
their annual Mortgage Insurance Premium (MIP). While rates still 
are low enough you can take advantage of an FHA STREAMLINE  
REFINANCE and take advantage of lowering your MIP which 
can save $$ on your monthly payment. You must have at least 6 
months seasoning (made at least your first 6 months of payments).  
We offer FHA STREAMLINE REFINANCES that requires Mortgage 
Credit Only! If your credit score is 620 and above (minimum 2 
scores), no income stated on the application (per FHA guidelines), 
no ratios calculated on application, and no appraisal required, we 
can close this quickly. FHA allows Streamlines on Owner Occupied 
and Non-Owner Occupied as well. (If you FICO score is less we still 
can help you) Let our 34 years of experience working with FHA 
and VA (Veterans Administration), Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
find the right loan to meet your financial needs.

pRefeRRed BRokeRs 
Wanda thoMpson

411 so. L street, ste. E, Livermore, Ca  |  925.858.9128

sensitivity people have to 
bee stings. Weinstein said 
that in conducting research 
on the subject, he found 
that domestic bees are not 
a major source of stings. 
They are typically docile and 
nonaggressive, and become 
defensive only when their 
hives are directly threatened. 

He pointed out that San 
Francisco and New York 
City allow beekeeping. "If it 
works there, we think it will 
be successful in Pleasanton."

A permit would be re-
quired to keep bees. Neigh-
bors within a 100 feet of 
the proposed hive would 
be notified when someone 
applies for a permit. If ob-
jections were raised, the 
city would weigh the merits 
of the protest in deciding 
whether to grant a permit. 
If the issue were medical, a 

BEEKEEPING
(continued from page one)

permit would not be issued.
Requirements include the 

following: the beekeeper has 
to live on the property; hives 
would be located 5 feet away 
from property lines and in 
backyards; hives would be 
limited to four feet in height. 
Five feet would allow for 
reasonable access to the 
hive and the four foot limit 
encourages bees to fly up 
and over walls.

Ten hives would be al-
lowed on properties in ag-
riculture areas; two hives 
would be okay in the city.

 Weinstein, in response 
to a council question, said 
that he didn't expect a huge 
surge in beekeeping. Many 
lots would not accommodate 
the standards. In addition, 
there are many who won't 
be interested.

The issue was originally 
brought to the council's 

attention by resident Da-
vid Browne. At last week's 
council meeting, he said that 
there are already quite a fee 
bees in Pleasanton. He has 
been called on to catch seven 
swarms in the last year. 

Bill Clark, a resident of 
Dublin, echoed Browne's 
comments. He added that an-
other benefit to beekeeping 
is having beekeepers avail-
able to deal with swarms.

Councilmember Kathy 
Narum commented, "This 
idea came from a citizen. 
I'm pleased we got to this 
point. It is a good example of 
listening to residents."

Councilmember Karla 
Brown admitted that she 
was at first hesitant about 
supporting beekeeping. The 
report presented to the coun-
cil provided information 
that led her to support the 
activity.

Loretta Kaskey and Neal 
Pann were reappointed to 
serve on the Livermore 
Planning Commission. New 
commissioners are Erik 
Bjorklund, Regina Bonanno 
and Bryan Fagundes. 

Bjorklund works for 
TJKM Transportation Con-
sultants where he serves as 
project manager and senior 
transportation entineer. He 
once owned his own Cus-
tom Home Construction 
business in Livermore. 

Bonanno, a laser sci-
entist, brings 30 years of 
experience in laser tech-
nology, development and 
operations. Most recently 
she held the position of 

program director for Photon 
Science and Applications 
at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. She re-
tired in 2013. She continues 
her relationship with the Lab 
as a visiting scientist.

Fagundes works for Bry-
an Thomas Productions (self 
employed) and Cumulus 
Media in Stockton. He lists 
his profession as broadcast 
media production and broad-
cast talent. He serves on the 
Livermore Downtown, Inc. 
board. As the owner of stock 
in the Livermore Stockmen's 
Rodeo Association, he helps 
to stage the annual rodeo in 
Livermore.

The Livermore City 

Council held a special meet-
ing on February 19, 2015 to 
interview the nine finalists. 
Twelve had applied.

The Planning Commis-
sioners took the oath of 
office at the City Council 
meeting on Monday, Febru-
ary 23, 2015. Their terms 
will be effective March 1, 
2015. 

The Planning Commis-
sion meets the first and third 
Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 pm in the Council 
Chambers. The Council 
Chambers are located at 
3575 Pacific Avenue.

For more information, 
contact the City Clerk’s Of-
fice at 960-4200. 

Planning Commissioners Named

The Pleasanton City 
Council approved moving 
forward with renewal of the 
Tri-Valley Tourism Market-
ing District, with changes.

Pleasanton administers 
the district, which includes 
Livermore, Dublin, and Dan-
ville. The recommended 
changes include the addition 
of areas of unincorporated 
Alameda County and Contra 
Costa County, which include 

the communities of Alamo, 
Blackhawk and Sunol.

Another change was the 
name. Previously called the 
Tri-Valley Tourism Business 
Improvement District, it will 
now be known as Tri-Valley 
Tourism Marketing District.

Currently hotels in the 
participating areas collect 
$2.00 per room per night. 
The change will provide 
an option to increase the 

assessment starting in 2018 
to up to $3 per room night. 
The Visit Tri-Valley (VTV) 
Board will consider and vote 
on these increases on an an-
nual basis. Only hoteliers on 
the VTV board would vote.

 While the original and 
renewed assessment dis-
trict only included lodging 
properties with 35 or more 
rooms, the renewal includes 
all lodging businesses within 

the identified geographic 
areas, regardless of number 
of rooms. Eight-five percent 
of the lodging businesses 
supported the renewal of 
the district.

The funds collected by 
the district are largely used 
to support VTV, which pro-
motes the area through mar-
keting efforts.

Barbara Steinfeld, presi-
dent of VTV, said the goal 
is designated marketing 
with a focus on the week-
end market. VTV produces 
an annual visitors guide, 
a sports guide and a trails 
guide to draw people here. 
Ads are taken out in various 
publications to promote such 
activities at the Tri-Valley 
Beer Trail. "It has taken off 
like hot cakes. VTV is also 
looking at creating an arts 
alliance, as well as a sports 
alliance in order to bring in 
championship events and 
coordinate local schedules," 
she told the council.

Pleasanton Director of 
Economic Development 
Pamela Ott noted noted that 
of 3,738 total rooms, 9 of 
13 lodgings are located in 
Pleasanton, representing 
1552 rooms; one in Danville 
with 62 rooms; 2 of four in 
Dublin with 452 rooms, and 

14 or 19 in Livermore with 
1157 rooms support the 
changes.

The Rose Hotel in Pleas-
anton is among those who 
did not sign. Ott said, "The 
Rose is unique. It operates in 
a different space."

The other member agen-
cies will vote on the pro-
posed changes. Final ap-
proval is expected to occur 
at the May 2 Pleasanton 
council meeting.

 LIBRARY AD HOC 
COMMITTEE

The council approved 
creating an ad hoc commit-
tee to conduct preliminary 
planning studies to evaluate 
options for development of a 
new library and administra-
tion building. Potential sites 
include the existing civic 
center, the Bernal property 
and three acres across from 
the library owned by the City 
of San Francisco. 

Eleven members will 
serve on the committee com-
prised of representatives 
from the city council, parks 
and recreation, library, youth 
and planning commissions, 
as well as the economic vi-
tality committee and Pleas-
anton Downtown Associa-
tion. Three councilmembers, 
Jerry Pentin, Kathy Narum 

and Arne Olson, will appoint 
one member each. Mayor 
Jerry Thorne and Council-
member Karla Brown will 
serve as the council repre-
sentatives. 

Olson said he thinks that 
the Chamber of Commerce 
should have a seat on the 
committee. 

Staff said that he could 
select a chamber member as 
his appointee.

City Manager Nelson 
Fialho said, "Be careful 
of appointments to avoid 
conflict, such as someone 
owning property near the 
civic center."

Fialho said that previous 
studies have been helpful in 
assessing use and cost; they 
were generally narrow in 
scope. They did not include 
such ideas as using of the 
Bernal property or replac-
ing the police department 
building.

The committee will look 
at the space needs and com-
munity expectations regard-
ing the location and scope of 
civic center facilities. It will 
look at developing prelimi-
nary site design, cost esti-
mates, and provide a fiscal 
impact analysis including 
impact to the downtown and 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

 

Pleasanton Council Votes to Renew Tri-Valley Tourism Marketing District
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Vote for Buchanan
Cheryl Cook-Kallio
Teacher, Former 
Councilmember
Pleasanton

Joan Buchanan deserves 
our support for State Senate.

Please join me in voting 
for Joan Buchanan for State 
Senate in the March 17 spe-
cial election. During her time 
as a local and state elected 
official she has proved to be 
a strong proponent for public 
education understanding it is 
what binds our communities. 
Buchanan has shown great 
leadership while working 
hard as our assemblymem-
ber for 6 years. Joan knows 
the TriValley.  

She is intelligent, caring 
and has integrity.  Not only 
does she understand com-
plex fiscal issues, she also 
has the ability to work across 
the aisle to get things done. 
That’s the kind of leadership 
we need in Sacramento. 
She is fair and has an inde-
pendent mind. We deserve 
someone who will work for 
our region. Your vote is very 
important.

 Join me in marking your 
ballot for Joan Buchanan 
for State Senate and mail-

ing it now. Joan Buchanan 
is #PositivelyForUs.

Will Macedo
Helen Bridge, President, 
Chabot/LPC Retirees Club 

I read with interest the 
letter in your last issue con-
cerning the Chabot/Las Pos-
itas College (LPC)  Board 
of Trustees choice of Will 
Macedo to replace Dr. Bar-
bara Mertes. 

Some folks at LPC were 
angered by the fact that the 
board didn't choose LPC 
administrator Don Milanese 
instead. I agree that Mila-
nese has had a sterling re-
cord at LPC, and would have 
been an excellent choice. 

I also know Will Macedo, 
having served with him 
for two years on the Over-
sight Committee for Prop. 
B Funds, and have gotten to 
know him quite well during 
that time. He has lived in 
Livermore for many years. 
He went to Chabot and Cal 
State Hayward. 

Will is very smart, dis-
cerning, articulate, and fun-
ny. He is most pleasant to 
work with, both because of 
his intelligence, but also be-
cause of his warmth and his 
wit. He will bring a bright 
new perspective to the board 
of trustees, and I hope that 
the folks at Las Positas will 
come to see that.

Money Better Spent
Erin Vistnes
Livermore

In early February, Presi-
dent Obama released his 
2016 Fiscal Year budget 
request for nuclear weapons. 
Many details of this docu-
ment are of concern to our 
East Bay community due 
to their relationship to the 

Livermore lab.
The financial request in-

cludes many demands for 
the continuation of existing 
nuclear weapons projects at 
the lab, however even more 
unsettling is the request for 
new weapons programs.

The most costly of these 
programs is one to develop 
a Long-Range Stand Off 
warhead, which would al-
low planes to launch nuclear 
sneak attacks thousands of 
miles from their target. This 
program is problematic for 
two reasons.

Primarily, the construc-
tion of such a weapon would 
contradict the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, which 
the US ratified, thereby 
agreeing to eliminate rath-
er than build new nuclear 
weapons.

Additionally, the Long-
Range Stand Off warhead 
will be incredibly costly and 
will grow more expensive as 
time passes.

The taxpayer money ap-
portioned to this warhead is 
better used elsewhere. Pro-
grams such as the LRSO are 
a danger to our community 
and a financial burden for 
our nation.

Bonilla Record
Robert D. Camacho
Concord Council Candi-
date

Susan Bonilla must come 
out to voters on her Gay 
Rights record.

As a member of the 
LGBT community, I am ap-
palled by Assemblywoman 
Bonilla’s muddled record 
on gay rights. Not once in 
her candidacy for the 7th 
State Senate seat has she 
explained why as Supervi-
sor she voted for Contra 

Costa not to stand up against 
Proposition 8.

Bonilla’s deciding vote 
made us the only county 
in the Bay Area to not join 
the fight against Proposi-
tion 8, even though her dis-
trict voted overwhelmingly 
against it. And while today 
she claims to be a supporter 
of Gay Rights, her endorse-
ment of pro-life, anti-gay 
candidates flies in the face 
of her newly formulated 
positions.

There’s only one candi-
date on the ballot who’s con-
sistently supported Marriage 
Equality since her first day in 
office, and that’s Assembly-
woman Joan Buchanan. Joan 
opposed Proposition 8 when 
it was politically unpopular, 
and has a zero-tolerance 
policy for endorsing can-
didates who do not support 
Equal Rights.

Please join me in support-
ing Joan Buchanan for State 
Senate on March 17, 2015.

Senate Bill 128
Andrew P. Porter, PhD
Livermore

Senate Bill 128 (Wolk 
and Manning) would le-
galize physician-assisted 
suicide (PAS) along the 
lines of the Oregon law. Dis-
ability rights groups oppose 
this bill.

It would supposedly re-
quire the patient to take the 
lethal pills him or herself, 
without assistance, but that 
restriction is unenforceable. 
Once death is defined in 
law as a good that may be 
sought, it is impossible to 
prevent such a good from 
being given to another, es-
pecially another who cannot 
take the pills unaided. And 

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

Sign Up for TEDx
Amador Valley High School plans TEDx 

talks this fall based on the theme  "Embracing 
Obstacles."

The school is looking for six speakers who 
have faced challenges in their lives and would 
be willing to share their stories with students.

The program will be open only to incom-
ing Amador freshmen. All of the talks will be 
filmed with videos available for viewing and 
classroom discussion. 

Erik Scherer said that high school students 
are an ideal audience for a TEDx event. They 
have reached a time in their lives when they 
are forced to adjust quickly to the daily rigors 
of an academic curriculum, while establishing 
social adeptness in a world where interpersonal 
relationships have become very important.

"We believe that allowing students to see 
real, proven examples of success through 
enduring hardship will motivate students to 
overcome their individual challenges."

Amador has permission from TED Talks 
to hold the event. The licensing is free. The 
speakers are not paid. 

We urge those with a story to tell to contact 
the school.

 To download a copy of the application form 
to be a speaker, go to bit.ly/TEDxAmadorVal-
leyHigh Application/. To apply for the speaker 
auditions, or for more information, call 925-
426-4481, or send e-mail to tedxamadorval-
leyhigh@gmail.com.

Assemblywoman Catha-
rine B. Baker (R-San Ra-
mon) introduced as her first 
bill in the Assembly legisla-
tion that will prevent future 
BART strikes.

According to Baker, the 
two 2013 strikes exposed a 
loophole in current law that 
allowed BART workers to 
strike. Baker’s bill closes 
that loophole. During the 
most recent strikes in 2013, 
when the contract expired, 
workers went on strike even 
though management had 
honored the expired con-
tract by paying benefits 
and wages during contract 
negotiations. 

Assembly  Bi l l  528 
would prohibit BART em-
ployees from engaging in a 
strike or work stoppage after 
the contract has expired if 
the transit district board 
maintains the compensa-
tion and benefit provisions 
of an expired contract and 
an employee or employee 
organization has agreed to a 

state is working on a new 
state school construction 
bond initiative for the 2016. 
Hanke said he thinks there is 
strong potential that it would 
qualify for the ballot. "We 
are not the only school dis-
trict struggling with financ-
ing schools. Other districts 
are not growing, but have 
aging facilities they can't 
deal with," said Hanke.

Assistant city manager 
Linda Smith pointed out that 
splitting the site for parkland 
and a school would add to 
the city's parkland deficit.

Resident David Bewley 
told the council, "We seem 
to have a lack of open space. 
This would be a loss." Be-
wley said the city probably 
will try to create an offset 
against that loss. "However, 
the important thing is to 
clarify what we have as a 
vision for open space. It's 
lacking. We need that, and 
to act on it."

Marlene Massetti said 
that she lives on the West 
Side, where a private school 
shares a park. "In reality it 
doesn't work to have both a 
school site and a park avail-
able to the community." 

School board president 
Amy Miller expressed the 
trustees' gratitude for the 
council considering the 
MOU. "We've really come 

together, and realized that 
overcrowding issues are 
of utmost importance to 
our community. We believe 
that the work we are doing 
together is in the best inter-
ests of the community, once 
we reach a resolution," said 
Miller.

On another item, the 
council approved $197,800 
for non-profit organizations, 
as recommended by the 
city's Human Services Com-
mission (HSC). The HSC 
narrowed down requests 
from non-profits that totaled 
$380,000. 

The vote was unanimous, 
except for $12,000 to Dub-
lin Partners for Education 
(DPIE), which was handled 
under a separate motion. 
Councilmember Don Biddle 
recused himself, because he 
is a member of the DPIE 
board.

There are three fund-
ing sources for the alloca-
tions. Some $120,000 comes 
from the city's general fund, 
$69,800 from the federal 
Community Development 
Block Grant (CBDG) fund, 
and $8000 from the afford-
able housing fund. 

The CBDG funding went 
to six organizations, includ-
ing $22,380 for Axis Com-
munity Health and $12,600 
to Open Heart Kitchen for 
Dublin meal programs.

  

DUBLIN
(continued from page one)

provision prohibiting strikes 
in the expired contract. 

Baker stated, “This is a 
very different and unique ap-
proach to preventing future 
BART strikes. This approach 
is fair to workers, riders, 
and the general public who 
rely so heavily on our mass 
transit system."

David Haubert, Mayor 
of the City of Dublinstated, 
“Being home to two BART 
stations, Dublin and its resi-
dents were heavily impacted 
when BART workers de-
cided to strike. The strike 
impacted our local economy 
and hurt our residents. It is 
my hope that the Legislature 
will stand up for residents 
and support legislation that 
prevents this from happen-
ing again.”

Baker represents the 16th 
Assembly District, which 
includes the communities 
of Alamo, Danville, Dublin, 
Lafayette, Livermore, Mora-
ga, Orinda, Pleasanton, San 
Ramon, and Walnut Creek.

Legislation Would 
Prevent BART Strikes

A panel discussion fo-
cused on cultural tourism 
offered insights into what 
leads to successfully attract-
ing tourists.

Emphasis was on using 
hospitality, shopping and 
the arts to increase overnight 
tourism and extending visi-
tors' stays. Branding, as well 
as creating a message that 
is presented loud and often, 
were also seen as important 
to building tourism.

The presentation, orga-
nized by Visit Tri-Valley, 
was held at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Panelists included Dave 
Ackerman, Director of 
Marketing and Business 
Development at the San 
Francisco Premium Outlets 
in Livermore; Lisa Hasen-
balg, Senior Director, Arts 
and Culture Strategy for the 
San Francisco Travel Asso-
ciation; and Tracey Wicker-
sham, Director of Cultural 
Tourism at Visit Seattle. 
Visit Tri-Valley President 
Barbara Steinfeld moderated 
the program.

Cultural tourism involves 
performing arts, visual arts 
and heritage, as well as 
shopping.

Wickersham pointed out 
that cultural travelers are 
considered desirable be-
cause they are more active, 
take more trips and stay 
longer. They tend to stay in 
paid lodging rather than with 
friends and family. 

Asked about the name 

Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District 
(LVJUSD) was honored 
at the 35th Annual Golden 
Bell Awards Program of the 
California School Boards 
Association (CSBA). The 
award was won in the Early 
Learning category for the 
Students Participating in 
Readiness Opportunities 
Using Themes in Science 
(SPROUTS) in the Transi-
tional Kindergarten (TK) 
program offered throughout 
the district. 

Transitional Kindergar-
ten represents the first new 
grade created in California 
in over 100 years. Cur-
rently, Livermore offers 
the Transitional Kindergar-
ten program at Altamont 
Creek, Arroyo Seco, Croce, 
Jackson Avenue, Marylin 
Avenue, Joe Michell K-8, 
Rancho Schools. 

Livermore  School District Wins Golden Bell 
Award  for Transitional Kindergarten Program  

 The Golden Bell Award 
was presented at a special 
ceremony during CSBA’s 
Award Luncheon, in con-
junction with the California 
School Boards Association’s 
Annual Education Con-
ference. “We are thrilled 
to receive this prestigious 
award,” said Amy Rob-
bins, Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction. “The TK 
program sets a strong foun-
dation for our students to 
be successful students and 
leaders in their kindergarten 
classrooms,” said Robbins.

SPROUTS offers stu-
dents who turn 5 between 
September 2nd and De-
cember 2nd Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts 
and Math (STEAM) based 
experiences while students 
develop foundational skills. 

In the program, students 
engage in inquiry based 
STEAM education using 

Great Explorations in Math 
and Science (GEMS) mate-
rials from the Lawrence Hall 
of Science. Additionally, 
classes read books related 
to the topics and develop 
literacy skills and vocabu-
lary necessary for lifelong 
learning. Literacy skills 
are enhanced through the 
use of Zoo Phonics and 
Handwriting Without Tears, 
where students develop let-
ter knowledge and phonics 
skills to promote beginning 
reading readiness. 

Math lessons engage stu-
dents in hands-on activities 
to develop numeracy skills, 
patterning, geometry, and 
number sense. 

Transitional Kindergar-
ten classes follow a kinder-
garten schedule. Teachers 
and aides blend Preschool 
Learning Foundations and 
the Common Core State 
Standards to provide a de-

velopmentally appropriate 
curriculum to students. TK 
began in 2012/13 with 4 
classes and 95 students. 
Today, the program has 8 
classes on 7 school sites 
with nearly 200 students. 

Enrollment for the 2015-
16 school year will take 
place at the Robert Liver-
more Community Center, 
4444 East Avenue, Liver-
more on February 26 from 
3:00-7:00 PM and February 
27 from 2:00-6:00 PM.

The CSBA Golden Bell 
Awards program promotes 
excellence in education by 
recognizing outstanding 
programs in school districts 
and county offices of educa-
tion throughout California. 
The goal of this awards pro-
gram is to contribute to the 
development and evaluation 
of curriculum, instruction 
and support services.

change at Premium Outlets 
in Livermore, from Liver-
more Premium Outlets to 
San Francisco Premium 
Outlets,  Ackerman replied 
that the change was based 
on being able to use a known 
destination to enhance pro-
motion of the site.

Ackerman explained that 
65 to 70 percent of those 
shopping at the outlets are 
international inbound tour-
ist with a destination of San 
Francisco. They consider 
Livermore a suburb. San 
Francisco is known all over 
the globe for its outstanding 
amenities and reasons to 
visit. The way to welcome as 
many shoppers as possible to 
Livermore is not to highlight 
a 30 to 40 mile gap. 

He added that this Au-
gust, 180,000 square feet 
containing 55 new stores 
will open, making it one of 
the largest in the country. 
More visitors will be ar-
riving.

Wickersham noted that 
Seattle has the same issue 
with branding. Promotions 
use the name Seattle, rather 
than Northwest. There are 
millions of dollars of known 
equity behind the name, 
Seattle. The promotions 
include the greater Seattle 
area including Bremerton, 
Tacoma, the Puget Sound. 
They are all treated equally. 
Once visitors have come to  
Seattle, the goal is to con-
nect them to their interest, 
such as dining, shopping and 

the arts. 
The arts can be used as a 

way to entice people to come 
to an area. Cultural tourists 
are more affluent and stay 
twice as long.

Hasenbalg said studies 
that looked at all visitor 
demographics found that 
20 percent chose San Fran-
cisco as a destination for its 
cultural or arts aspects. They 
have resulted in $1.7 billion 
in economic revenue for the 
city. In general, those inter-
ested in the arts are more 
affluent and stay twice as 
long, she said. 

She said that San Fran-
cisco has made an effort to 
target other visitors already 
coming to the city for such 
things as conventions. Maps 
are provided showing the 
ten arts institutions located 
across from the Moscone 
Center. 

Several of the panelists 
pointed out that providing 
information to those already 
coming to a destination 
gives them reasons to come 
back again. Those utilizing 
the maps showing the arts 
locations may not have time 
during their current stay to 
visit them. However, they 
have been made aware that 
the opportunity exists.

Ackerman said the Out-
lets aren't focused on num-
bers, rather on result, the 
amount spent. A free coupon 
book is a big draw. "They 
know they can have it and 
they want it. People come 

to the Outlets from 50 to 55 
countries each month.

"The community hasn't 
seen millions of interna-
tional visitors in the past. 
How do we get those people 
off our grounds and into the 
community? The impact 
would be significant," he 
stated. 

He suggested placing 
more messages on the prop-
erty; let people know what 
is here. Define a story and 
communicate it to them. For 
example, there is no place 
on site to sit down and have 
a nice dinner and a glass 
of local wine. There are 
no messages telling people 
where that could happen. 
There are no signs directing 
people driving out of the 
parking lot to wine country, 
to local downtowns, or other 
attractions. Signs can let our 
shoppers know there is more 
to the community. Visitors 
want to see real American 
town life.

Wickersham said there is 
a need to inventory assets, 
what makes the area unique 
to create a compelling pack-
age, what is authentic to us. 
Wine, hiking, performing 
arts are all things that attract 
people.

Social media, local em-
ployees, and people who 
live in the community can be 
utilized to create and spread 
the message of what the 
community can offer. Find 
ways to get connected with 
each other.

Panel Looks at Ways to Attract Cultural Tourism
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Home Depot in partnership with
Zone 7 Water Agency 

and the local water utilities

Sign up for the Home Depot 
Garden Club: 
gardenclub.homedepot.com

Saturday, April 11
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

6000 Johnson Drive
Pleasanton

Saturday, March 7
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

2500 Las Positas Road 
Livermore

WATER
         CONSERVATION

Sales of water-efficient plants
Vendor displays

Conservation activities for children
Experts on hand to answer your questions:

Sign up 
for Zone 7 
e-news: 

 �Master Gardeners
 � StopWaste 
 � Bay-Friendly

 � Our Water-Our World
 �Water conservation 
rebates and tips

plant & gardening events

PhD, he astounded even his 
faculty advisor, the emi-
nent mathematician Andrew 
Wiles, by extending the 
work of legendary 19th 
Century mathematician Carl 
Friedrich Gauss.

The Hertz Foundation, 
based in Livermore, has 
historical ties to Edward 
Teller and Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory. 
The Foundation supports 
graduate science education 
with 5-year fellowships that 
are among the nation’s most 
attractive and productive. 

Bhargava’s field is num-
ber theory, which means that 
he explores relationships 
between whole numbers 
that often appear abstract 
but sometimes reveal pat-
terns of reality. Possibly the 
most famous example is the 
so-called Pythagorean Theo-
rem, which describes the 
relationship between squares 
represented by the sides of a 
right triangle.

To a mathematician, un-
derstanding the number pat-
terns is a reward in itself, en-
tailing not only the solution 
to a challenging problem 
but, often, genuine beauty.

Still, the work has poten-
tial practical applications in 
fields as diverse as computer 
security and linguistics. 
Bhargava has also noted its 
connections to music theory. 
He is a professional quality 
player of the tabla, an Indian 
percussion instrument.

 The Fields Medal is 
awarded by the Interna-
tional Mathematical Union 
to mathematicians under 40. 
In a presentation last August 
in Seoul, Korea, the award 
committee called Bhargava 
a “mathematician of ex-
traordinary creativity (with) 
a taste for simple problems 
of timeless beauty, which 
he has solved by developing 
elegant and powerful new 
methods that offer deep in-
sight…. He surely will bring 
more delights and surprises 
to mathematics in the years 
to come."

According to articles 
in Princeton publications, 
Bhargava grew up on Long 
Island, the son of immigrants 
from the Jaipur region of In-
dia. He was a math prodigy 
at an early age. In addition 
to the Fields Medal, he has 
won a number of mathemat-
ics awards. 

At Harvard, as an un-
dergraduate, he won the 
American Mathematics 
Society’s Morgan Prize. 
More recently, he won the 
Blumenthal Award from the 
American Mathematical So-
ciety in 2005, the SASTRA 
Ramanujan Prize from India 
that same year, the Fermat 
Prize from France in 2011 
and the Infosys Prize in 
2012. 

At Princeton, he is known 
as an outstanding and imagi-
native teacher, as well as 
a world class mathemati-
cian. He introduced new 
approaches to mathematics 
for beginning students, in-
cluding a popular freshman 
course called The Math-
ematics Of Magic Tricks 
And Games. 

A Princeton publica-

tion quoted the university’s 
mathematics department 
chair David Gabai as say-
ing, "Beyond being a great 
researcher and adviser to 
graduate students, Manjul 
is an extraordinary teacher.”

The Hertz Fellowship 
took Bhargava from under-
graduate days at Harvard 
to the pursuit of a PhD at 
Princeton. It was there that 
the Hertz Fellowship’s flex-
ibility and rich support en-
abled him to pursue topics 
that had been “out of fashion 
for decades if not centuries,” 
as he put it.

“Those nonstandard 
(mathematics) topics were 
the ones that bore the most 
fruit and shaped the kinds 
of work I do ever since,” 
he told Hertz Foundation 
president Jay Davis.

Bhargava’s story is re-
counted on the Hertz Foun-
dation website, along with 
accounts of successes of 
many other Foundation Fel-
lows.

The Hertz Foundation 
aims to support the top one 
percent of graduate students 
in science and technology, 
offering an exceptionally 
generous five-year commit-
ment at $50,000 per year. 
Historically, it emphasized 
the physical sciences, but 
half its fellows are in the 
biological sciences today.

 It has had a dispropor-
tionate influence on the 
leadership of U.S. science, 
industry and academia. On 
a per capita basis, its fel-
lows have earned more No-
bel prizes, E. O. Lawrence 
awards and memberships 
in the National Academy of 
Science than have recipients 
of most comparable pro-
grams including the pres-
tigious National Science 
Foundation fellowships.

The concept of the Hertz 
Foundation came from John 
Hertz, an Austrian immi-
grant whose varied careers 
ranged from news reporting 
to boxing to car sales. Hertz 
invented the car rental busi-
ness, founded Yellow Cab 
and created a company that 
became Checker Motors.

He and his wife created 
the Foundation in gratitude 
to a country that had provid-
ed a poor young European 
with economic opportu-
nity. The connection with 
Livermore evolved from 
his association with another 
immigrant, Edward Teller, 
who urged him to focus on 
supporting postgraduate 
students aiming for a PhD. 

 Teller was a key figure 
in the founding of what is 
now Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. He 
was also a serious and ener-
getic educator. The bond be-
tween the two men led to the 
construction of an Applied 
Sciences classroom called 
Hertz Hall on the east side 
of LLNL for graduate stud-
ies through the University of 
California at Davis.

  The Hertz Foundation 
today typically awards about 
15 fellowships per year to 
some of the nation’s bright-
est and most entrepreneurial 
young scientists. 

LAND TRUST
(continued from page one)

New laser-driven com-
pression experiments repro-
duce the conditions deep in-
side exotic super-Earths and 
giant planet cores, and the 
conditions during the violent 
birth of Earth-like planets, 
documenting the material 
properties that determined 
the formation and evolution 
processes of planets. 

The experiments, report-
ed in the Jan. 23 edition of 
Science, reveal the unusual 
properties of silica, the key 
constituent of rock, under 
the extreme pressures and 
temperatures relevant to 
planetary formation and 
interior evolution.

The recent discovery of 
more than 1,000 exoplanets 
orbiting other stars reveals 
the broad diversity of plan-
etary systems, planet sizes 
and properties. It also sets 
a quest for habitable worlds 
hosting extraterrestrial life 
and shines new light on our 
own solar system. Using 
the ability to reproduce in 
the laboratory the extreme 
conditions deep inside giant 
planets, as well as during 
planet formation, scientists 
plan to study the exotic be-
havior of the main planetary 
constituents using dynamic 
compression to contribute 
to a better understanding of 
the formation of the Earth 
and the origin of life.

Using laser-driven shock 
compression and ultrafast 
diagnost ics ,  Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory (LLNL) physicist Mar-
ius Millot and colleagues 
from Bayreuth University 
(Germany), LLNL and Uni-
versity of California, Berke-
ley were able to measure 
the melting temperature of 
silica at 500 GPa (5 million 
atmospheres), a pressure 
comparable to the core-
mantle boundary pressure 
for a super-Earth planet 
(5 Earth masses), Uranus 
and Neptune. It is also the 
regime of giant impacts that 
characterize the final stages 
of planet formation.

“Deep inside planets, ex-
treme density, pressure and 
temperature strongly modify 
the properties of the constit-
uent materials,” Millot said. 
“How much heat solids can 
sustain before melting under 
pressure is key to determin-
ing a planet’s internal struc-
ture and evolution, and now 
we can measure it directly in 
the laboratory.”

In combination with prior 
melting measurements on 
other oxides and on iron, 
the new data indicate that 
mantle silicates and core 
metal have comparable 
melting temperatures above 
300-500 GPa, suggesting 
that large rocky planets may 
commonly have long-lived 
oceans of magma at depth. 
Planetary magnetic fields 
can be formed in this liquid-
rock layer.

“In addition, the research 
suggests that silica is like-
ly solid inside Neptune, 
Uranus, Saturn and Jupiter 
cores, which sets new con-
straints on future improved 
models for the structure and 

Super-Earths and Giant Planets in the Laboratory
evolution of these planets,” 
Millot said.

Those advances were 
made possible by a break-
through in high-pressure 
crystal growth techniques at 
Bayreuth University in Ger-
many. There, Natalia Du-
brovinskaia and colleagues 
managed to synthesize 
millimeter-sized transpar-
ent polycrystals and single 
crystals of stishovite, a high-
density form of silica (SiO2) 
usually found only in minute 
amounts near meteor-impact 
craters.

Those crystals allowed 
Millot and colleagues to 
conduct the first laser-driven 
shock compression study 
of stishovite using ultrafast 
optical pyrometry and velo-
cimetry at the Omega Laser 
Facility at the University of 
Rochester’s Laboratory for 
Laser Energetics.

“Stishovite, being much 

denser than quartz or fused-
silica, stays cooler under 
shock compression, and 
that allowed us to measure 
the melting temperature at a 
much higher pressure,” Mil-
lot said. “Dynamic compres-
sion of planetary-relevant 
materials is a very exciting 
field right now. Deep inside 
planets hydrogen is a metal-
lic fluid, helium rains, fluid 

silica is a metal and water 
may be superionic.”

Co-authors on this paper 
include David Braun, Peter 
Celliers, Gilbert Collins and 
Jon Eggert of LLNL; Natalia 
Dubrovinskaia, Anaernok, 
Stephan Blaha and Leonid 
Dubrovinsky of Bayreuth 
University; and Raymond 
Jeanloz of the University of 
California, Berkeley.

 

ValleyCare Thrift Shop

END OF THE MONTH SALE
This Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

EVERYTHING IN THE STORE  
1/2 OFF!

1911 Second Street, Livermore
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West Coast Fury U-12 advanced to the NorCal State Cup 
finals. The team finished the year with a 39-6-3 record.

The Livermore Phantoms Lacrosse U-11 team kicked 
off the season this past weekend with a double header.  
In their opening game, they found victory against the 
Pleasanton Cyclones.  Goals were scored by:  James 
Foley, Bodhi English, Keenan Kheirolomoom, Jack 
Hansen, Connor Lemmons, Lucas Wallin, Kinsey 
Claudino, Jared McQuilliam, Ben Operin, and Joshua 
Gnovel.  Assists by James Foley and Lucas Wallin.  
Outstanding goal keeping by Kinsey Claudino and 
Jonathan Van Essen.  Facing off against the San Ramon 
Raptors in their second game, an outstanding defense 
was led by Ryan Gill and Aiden Noonan.  Goals scored 
by Ben Operin, James Foley and Kinsey Claudino.  Good 
work in the goal by Alec Phillips.

The U11 Pleasanton Orange Team defeated Burlingame 
Dynamite on Sunday, Feb. 22 in Modesto, in the State Cup 
Finals. They placed 3rd in NorCal with this win. In a torrential 
rainstorm, they battled hard in the first half with goals from 
Caitlin Currie and Isela Ochoa. Ava Buckles played a perfect 
half as goalie. Great defensive plays were made during the 
entire game by Ashley Belshe, Hayden Jolley, Kayli Shimanuki, 
and Maggie Nostrand. Great offensive plays were made by 
Bella Guerrero, Natalie O'Sullivan, and Leah Allari. In the 
second half, Burligame scored a goal. Towards the end of the 
game, Sophia Minnite passed to Maddie Benson for the final 
goal of the game. Evette Allari defended the goal perfectly for 
the rest of the game for a final score of 3-1. The team finished 
the season in 3rd place in their NorCal division led by Coach 
Tina Estrada.  

Spring training is in full swing at Granada Little League.  
Shown are two AAA teams taking advantage of a sunny 
day to scrimmage, and prepare for Opening Day on 
March 7. Photo - Bill Nale

LAZERS U-14 boys water polo team include (from left, 
back) Coach Matt Croghan, Ethan Fovel, Dylan Weiglein, 
Alexander Jun (AJ) Burge, Scott Ragatz, Michael Jun 
Burge, Gabe Akins; (front)  Giovanni Minnite, Cole 
Markley, Steve Ragatz, Ryan Weiglein, Nathan Williams, 
Jack Kost, Luca Cuppoletti, and Coach Andre Weiglein.

Pictured are LAZERS 16U team (front, from left) Lindsey 
Clendenen, Natalie Hawkins, Morgan Mayhew, Josie 
Baarrantes, Kayley Clark; (back) Alex Kerin, Sam 
Anderson, Aislin Steill, Fiona Weaver, Nicole Adams, 
Jessica Hanscome, Alicja Gornika, Meghan Hogue, 
Emily McElroy, Meg MacGregor, Molly Stern, and Coach 
Kim Buck.

Pictured are LAZERS 18U boys team (from left, front 
to back) Rory Cartwright, Carlos Moreno, Noah Petit, 
Alex Lazzereschi, Dominic Scalise, Ryan MacDonell, 
Tyler Paden, Coach Tyler Elliott, Nathan Fish , William 
Murphy, Patrick Schwartz, Sean Croghan, Robert Sutter, 
Nathaniel Kratochvil, and Coach Nathan Brandon.

 

LAZERS 18U girls are (front, from left) Jessica Hanscom, 
Hannah Borjon, Elizabeth Bukus, Stephanie Divita; 
(middle)  Makinna Newkirk, Alex Kerin, Katelyn Johnson, 
Emily Hawkins, Morgan Mayhew, Kayley Clark; (back)  
Caroline Danforth, Christine Danforth, Jessica Elfin, 
Emily McElroy; not pictured Gianna Paden.

The Livermore Girls Softball Association  8u Dolphins 
opened up the league season with a game against the Blue 
Streak.  Lauren Ngyuen, McKenzie Wisely, Jordan McCafferty 
and Saida Skeen all did a great job with their first pitching 
efforts of the season. The second inning was highlighted 
by the incredible catch of a line drive shot to second base 
by Maile Ngyuen (pictured above at right.  Solid fielding by 
Casey Reil, Ami Radack (pictured above at left) , (both new 
comers to the 8u division) and Lauren Ngyuen anchored 
the defense for the Dolphins. All three infielders made solid 
stops to halt the advance of pressing base runners. Grace 
Heskett worked tough innings behind the plate as well as in 
the outfield. At the plate, Saida Skeen, Claire Gavin, Delaney 
Cockrell and Lauren Ngyuen all recorded singles by hustling 
to beat out solid throws by the Blue Streak defense. The 
play of the day occurred in the bottom of the third inning 
with Gavin and Cockrell on first and third. McKenzie Wisely 
stepped up the plate and slugged a three run bomb  past the 
left center fielder to send the Dolphin dugout into a melee. 
Post game, Maile Ngyuen was awarded the game ball for her 
performance and hustle.

Pictured are members of the Christensen Middle School 
Wrestling team.  Twenty-two  wrestlers brought home 15 
medals in competition at the Savage Scuffle Tournament 
held in Modesto last Saturday.

The Livermore Phantoms U13 Purple team got off to a 
solid  start, going 1-1-2 for the weekend.  On Saturday, 
the boys played two great games, earning a tie versus 
San Ramon Falcons and Alameda Attack. On Sunday, the 
Phantoms played a tight game against Diablo Scorpion 
Venom, eventually winning 6-5 on a late game goal. The 
Phantoms showed grit and determination playing four 
games over three days against very tough competition 
and look to get even better as the season moves 
forward. Pictured is Alden Dean (#35) from the Livermore 
Phantom U13 Purple team unloading a shot on goal.

The Livermore Phantoms U15 team won two of three 
games in the first weekend of the season. They played 
against the Diablo Scorpion Stingers,  Pleasanton 
Tornados, and the San Ramon Raptors. Pictured is Alec 
Faith doing a chest bump with other team members while 
celebrating a win with goalie Shane Grimes.

Livermore Phantom lacrosse U9 made a very strong 
ending to its  Sunday game vs the Pleasanton Torrent 
U9 team.  Excellent assist by Ryan Doko to Alistair 
Bealer for the first Phantom score of the game. Perfect 
display of teamwork by Alistair Bealer to Andrei Gran for 
another goal.  Alistair Bealer scored the third and final 
goal with an assist from Josh King. Beautiful offensive 
plays by Blake Wilkinson and Eljay Schellenberg and 
great defense by Ryan Doko as Phantoms goalie. Two 
well coached teams made for fast action and nice plays 
by both sides.  For more information, please visit  www.
phantomlacrosse.org.  

West Coast Fury
West Coast Fury U-12 girls ended 

the 2014/15 season with a 3-2 golden 
goal overtime loss to Placer United 
this past Saturday at the Mary Grogan 
Soccer Complex in Modesto. Fury was 
playing in its first ever State Cup final 
and finished the season with a 39-6-3 
record; the past 2 seasons, Fury holds 
an 81-13-7 mark. The Livermore based 
team has now been to the final of 
every major tournament in Northern 
California; winning everyone except 
Saturday's State Cup final.

Placer United opened the scoring 
of the championship match 15 minutes 
into the contest. The 1-0 lead would 
remain until halftime. With the wind 
at their back in the second half; West 
Coast tied the match at the midway 
point when Bella Romero hit a vol-
ley from the right side that beat the 
Placer goalkeeper.  With 11 minutes 
remaining, Kelena Brongiel received 
the ball on the left side, spun with a 
dribble inside and struck a bending 
20 yard shot far post to give Fury a 
2-1. However, 4 minutes later Placer 
tied the score.

The match ended in a 2-2 draw. In 
overtime, Placer United wasted little 
time scoring a golden goal within the 
first minute. The goal ended the match 
and gave Placer the State Cup title. 
Fury ends the season the #2 team in 

Northern California.
Placer was last year's State Cup 

runners up. Fury Coach Ray Cane-
vari said, “I have to hand it to Placer 
United; they were the better team 
today. They deserved the victory; they 
just outplayed us.” Canevari added, 
“But I can’t tell you how proud I am 
of my team."

West Coast Fury will be holding 
tryouts, for more information on trying 
out for Fury or any other West Coast 
soccer team go to: www.westcoastsoc-
cerclub.com

Christensen Wrestling
The Christensen Middle School 

wrestling team sent 22 wrestlers to 
the Savage Scuffle Tournament in 
Modesto last Saturday.  The team 
brought home 15 medals.  8th grader 
Joseph Fields won all five of his 
matches, finishing in first place.  Team 
captain Phillip Tran also went unde-
feated (4-0) for the 2nd tournament in 
a row and finished in first place.  

Wrestling in his first tournament 
ever, 8th grader Ian Sylvester was 4-0 
on the day and came in first place.  For 
the second tournament in a row, 7th 
grader Chris Bepple finished in 2nd 
place, his record was 3-1.  His sister, 
Jessica Bepple came home with a 
medal that matched her brother’s 2nd 

place.  She went 3-1 as well.  Zakiya 
Clark, 8th grade, wrestled great in the 
varsity division and went 3-1 to finish 
in 2nd place.  

8th grader Jacob Garcia lost only 
1 match, with 3 wins and came in 
2nd place.  8th grade heavyweight 
Angel Romo wrestled in his first ever 
tournament and did great.  He was 3-1 
and came in 2nd place.  The following 
wrestlers all finished in third place with 
a record of 2-2: 8th grade team captain 
Brandon Archer, 8th graders Ethan 

Montesinos and Luke Van Buuren, 
(this was Luke’s first tournament), 
7th graders Anthony Casillas, Nick 
Tran and Jordan Bets.  Several other 
wrestlers competed in their first tour-
nament ever: 6th graders Montserrat 
Arevalo and Ayden Martinez and 8th 
grader Grace Motley.  

The team’s next tournament will 
be the Bulldog tournament, March 7th 
at Granada High School. 

Water Polo
The LARPD LAZERS U14 boys 

captured the Winterfest 2015 Water 
Polo Tournament in the BB Division.
With its first tournament championship 
in history, the U14 LAZERS Boys 
completed the largest wintertime 
water polo tournament with a 5-0 
game record and a championship in 
Anaheim, California this past Presi-
dents’ Weekend.  

With competition from Palos 
Verdes, San Diego Shores, West Coast, 
Foothill-Black, and Gold Coast, the 
LAZERS boys played stellar defense 
to stifle the strong offensive threats of 
Foothill-Black and Gold Coast.  The 
semi-final game against Foothill-Black 
ended regulation time with a tie and 
went to a shoot-out, in which the 
deciding goal was scored by our fifth 
shooter, Alexander Jun Burge for an 
11-9 final score.  The championship 
against Gold Coast was a wild ride 
of back and forth scoring and great 
defense for the entire game.  With 
22 seconds left in regulation and the 
LAZERS down by one goal, Nathan 
Williams scored the tying goal and Jack 
Kost stole the ball on Gold Coast’s next 
possession with 17 seconds left.  After 
a brief time-out to call a play, Michael 
Jun Burge scored the winning goal with 
4 seconds left in regulation, which held 
until the clock ran out.  

Standouts for the LAZERS were 
Co-MVPs Nathan Williams, with 20 
goals, 11 assists and 3 steals for the 

tournament, and Scott Ragatz, per-
forming as an absolute wall in the goal 
with 58 tournament saves. This was a 
team win with all players contributing 
both in games and preparation for this 
tournament.   

The LAZERS 16U girls had an 
exhilarating weekend resulting in a 
3rd place finish in the BB Division.  
They started the weekend out with a 
Friday night win against a Colorado 
team.  Saturday morning the LAZERS 
played an intense and hard fought game 
against West Fresno, unfortunately 
ending in a loss.  Saturday afternoon 
that LAZERS returned to their Friday 
night glory with a resounding win.  The 
play continued Sunday with the team 
ending the tournament with a shutout 
solidifying their 3rd place finish.  
Nicole Adams had a great weekend, 
stopping countless shots, 5meters, and 
culminating in the final game shutout.  
Kayley Clark and Emily McElroy led 
the offensive front with added support 
from Meg MacGregor, Alex Kerin, and 
Meghan Hogue. 

 The LAZERS 18U boys played 
solid,  high competition water polo 
against tough Southern CA teams, and 
ended the weekend with a 3rd place 
finish in the BB division.

The LAZERS 18U girls weekend 
had a challenging start, playing close 
matches against tough and talented 
teams.  Changing pace, Sunday was an 
amazing day for the 18U team yielding 
two wins.  The first win against the 
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Smart Start  
Creative Learning Center

OPENED  FEB. 2, 2015
Preschool:  

2 Years - First Grade Entry
Now enrolling students:  

Current Openings,  
Summer and Fall Enrollment. 

Call or e-mail for a tour.

(925) 455-0793
www.thesmartstartpreschool.com
smartstartpreschool@gmail.com

ECo-FriEndLy  •  Hands-on •  CrEativE LEarning

Livermore Podiatry
Sally Pham, DPM

Podiatrist, Foot & Ankle Surgeon

(925) 455-1555
48 Fenton Street, Livermore

(Between Murrieta & Stanley)

• Laser Treatment

• Ingrown Toenails

• Heel/Arch Pain

• Bunions

• Warts/Fungus/Corns

• Hammertoes

• Broken Bones

• Custom Orthotics

SPEciALiziNg iN SPOrTS iNjUriES

Cornerstone  
Legal Document Services

NON-ATTORNEY RESOURCE
(925) 337-7011

julielablanc@ymail.com

•	Divorce/Custody
•	Living	Trust	Packages,	 
	 Wills	&	Amendments
•	Deeds

Flexible Hours

Check	Us	Out	On	Yelp!
Registered: Alameda County LDA #93 Exp. 9/14/2016.  

I am not an attorney. I can only provide  
self help services at your specific direction.

Rebels Sunday morning came down to 
the last ten seconds of play.  Caroline 
Danforth played an amazing game 
stepping up making incredible stops 
and scored the game winning goal 
with a jaw dropping high corner skip 
shot from half court.  The final game 
of the weekend against Clovis, the 
LAZERS dominated.  Caroline once 
again led the team with her impressive 
goal tending skills.  Emily Hawkins, 
Katelyn Johnson, Stephanie Divita, 
Christine Danforth, and Elizabeth 
Bukus all played integral roles leading 
to the LAZERS success.

Pleasanton Seahawks
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim 

team hosted the Short Course Senior 
2 meet at home at the ‘Dolores Bengs-
ton Aquatic Center’ in Pleasanton on 
February 14-16th, 2015.  

Representing The Pleasanton 
Seahawks were the following:  Sha-
hini Ananth (17) with 3 new personal 
best times, Elisabeth Balicanta (13) 
6 BT, Iris Brand (18) 1BT, Christina 
Chong (16), Eva Chung (17) 1BT, 
Emily Claridge (13) 2BT,  Caroline 
Eckel (13), Hannah Franzwa (14) 
1BT, Daniella Hawkins (13) 1BT, 
Laurel Heckman (15) 1BT, Miranda 
Heckman (13) 3BT, Amanda Helle 
(17) 1BT, Alexandra Hernandez (15) 
1BT, Isabella Hernandez (13) 3BT, 
Samantha Howell (16) 3BT, 

Victoria Kaleta (16) 2BT, Nawoo 
Kim (14), Marissa Lawrence (14) 
2BT, Mackenzie Lee (12) 3BT, Sofia 
Moufarrej (15) 2BT, Grace Nimmo 
(13) 4BT, Caitlin O’Neill (13) 1BT, 
Annalisa Parker (17) 1BT, Caitlyn 
Plattel (17), Katherine Risher (13), 
Stephanie Shao (12) 3BT, Moriah 
Simmonds (17) 1BT,  Ryane Skinner 
(16) 1BT, Isabelle Smedley (13) 2BT, 
Nicole Stiles (12) 5BT, Claire Suen 
(13) 1BT, Kennedy Truex (17) 3BT, 
Paulina Umansky (14) 1BT, Emma 
Valentine (14) 2BT, Sarah Wang 
(16), Gwyneth Wong (12) 2BT, Mary 
Woods (17), Danielle Zacharias (17), 
Nja Zuniga (14), 

Mattias Blanco (14) 3BT, Jared 
Brandley (16) 1BT, Calvin Chui (14) 
5BT, Darron Dai (13), Calvin David 
(13) 7BT, Alexander Gilchrist (17) 
1BT, Tristan Guerrero (13) 8BT, 
Christopher Jhong (14) 3BT, Alex 
Kuang (15) 9BT, Christopher Lee 
(16), Trevor Lee (17) 1BT, Brian Li 
(14) 3BT, Aaron Lin (13), Tyler Lu 
(14) 3BT, Michael Martin (15) 1BT, 
Robert Mitu (13) 2 BT, Jonathan Mui 
(16) 3BT, Rishab Nair (15) 11BT, 
Lleyton Plattel (12) 4BT, Maxime 
Rooney (16) 1BT, Robert Scott (17), 
Nicholas Skinner (14) 2BT, Benjamin 
Sproul (14) 2BT, 

Nathaniel Sproul (16) 3BT, Alex 
Suehiro (15) 4BT, Jeffrey Tang (16) 
2BT, Robert Torres (14) 3BT,  Justin 
Tsai (13) 5BT, Hudson Tsang (13) 
1BT, Preston Tsang (17) 2BT, Jack 
Wilkerson (14) 1BT, Bailey Wong 
(17) 1BT and Nicholas Wonosaputra 
(13) with 3 New Best Times.  

Run for Education
The 3rd Annual Pleasanton Run for 

Education, benefitting the Pleasanton 
Partnerships in Education Foundation 
(PPIE), takes place Sunday April 12, 
2015. ClubSport Pleasanton returns as 
Title Sponsor. All races begin and end 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in 
Pleasanton. 

This year’s race offers two new dis-
tances to challenge everyone- from the 
casual walker, to the novice runner, to 
those training for their first marathon. 
In lieu of a half marathon option, the 
3rd Annual Run for Education offers 
three race distances: 5K, 10K and 15K. 
The Kids’ Challenge for ages 12 & 
under has also expanded and will offer 
two distances: 1/2K and 1K. 

 ClubSport Pleasanton and the Tri-
Valley Triathalon Club return this year 
with pre-race training opportunities. 
ClubSport members who register for 

the race can take advantage of their 
race training programs by calling 925-
463-2822. TVTC training programs 
begin February 1, 2015, and anyone 
interested can find out more at www.
trivalleytriclub.com, or email ppie-
run@trivalleytriclub.com.

Last year, the event raised over 
$80,000 in net proceeds, all of which 
benefitted the Pleasanton schools. 
This year, the committee’s goal is to 
raise $100,000. 

 To register to run, volunteer or 
sponsor the event, please visit www.
ppierun.com. To learn more about 
PPIE, please visit www.ppie.org.

Trails Challenge
The Diablo Trails Challenge will 

be held Sun., April 19. This trail run 
includes distances of 5K, 10K, half 
marathon and 50K

Hosted by Brazen Racing, this 
fundraising run for Save Mount Diablo 
showcases just a fraction of the Diablo 
wildernesses’ beauty and helps Save 
Mount Diablo to preserve, defend and 
restore more land for you, wildlife and 
future generations to enjoy.

The 5K, 10K and Half Marathon 
will all begin and end at Castle Rock 
Recreation Area in Diablo Foothills, 
Walnut Creek. The 50K is a point to 
point run and will begin at Round 
Valley Regional Preserve, following 
the Diablo Trail through Morgan 
Territory Regional Preserve, Mount 
Diablo State Park and finishing in 
Castle Rock Recreation Area. All 
races will be professionally timed. The 
50K starts at 7 am and all other races 
will begin taking off at 8:30 am. All 
runners receive medals and T-shirts 
after the race. 

Go to www.savemountdiablo.org/
activities for information.

Wrestling Sign-up
Registration is now open for the 

Guardian Knights Wrestling Club’s 
spring session, which begins on 
March 9, 2015 and runs through the 
end of April. 

The Guardian Knights Wrestling  
Club is a private, nonprofit wrestling 
club focused on conditioning, strength, 
and technique training. The program is 
comprehensive and trains in three ma-
jor styles: collegiate, Greco-Roman, 
and freestyle 

To register or for more informa-
tion, visit www.gkwrestling.com. 

Register for Water Polo
LARPD offers a USA Water Polo 

team (USWP),  the LAZERS.  As a 
USWP club team, all practices and 
competitions are  sanctioned, requir-
ing all participants to be registered 
with USWP.  All experience levels 
are welcome, however athletes must 
be able to swim two laps (50 yards) 
without stopping. Register for the 
LAZERS team by calling call LARPD 
at 925-373-5700, or visit www.larpd.
dst.ca.us.  

For more information about the 
LARPD LAZERS, visit lazerswater-
polo.weebly.com or e-mail lazerswp@
gmail.com.

Basketball Camp
The KM Huskies Basketball 

Academy is offering a Spring Bas-
ketball Camp.

Open to boys and girls in grades 3 
to 6, the camp will be held from noon 
to 4 p.m. on Sat., March 7 at Fallon 
Middle School in Dublin. 

The workout fee is $20 (no fee 
for KM Huskies Academy members). 

The guest speaker will be former 
Golden State Warrior Ray Young. 

To register or for more informa-
tion, email  kmhuskies@yahoo.com 
call or (925) 421-1708 visit www.
kmhuskies.org

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Granada High School defeated crosstown rival 
Livermore High 64 to 46 in an EBAL varsity basketball 
game last Friday.  It was the final conference game. The 
Matadors played San Leandro Tuesday in a quest for the 
NorCal title. The results were after The Independent's 
deadline. Other local teams in the tournament are 
Amador Valley, who played Heritage, and Foothill, who 
took on Castro Valley. 

see the Tri-Valley bloom, 
creating an exciting future 
with a high quality of life.

Haggerty declared, "I 
believe this is where the next 
economic boom will occur." 
He said one of the difficulties 
has been educating the rest 
of the Bay Area concerning 
what is available in the Tri-
Valley. As an example, he 
mentioned i-GATE, which 
helps move technology out 
of the national laboratories 
into the private sector. He 
predicted that the number 
of patents coming out of the 
program will increase.

Haggerty said there is a 
tendency to focus resources 
on Oakland, San Francisco 
and San Jose. There is a 
need to let agencies, such as 
MTC and ABAG, know they 
cannot abandon the suburbs.

Wunderman stated that 
looking long term, the Bay 
Area will remain one of the 
top economies in the world. 
The Tri-Valley features a 
high quality of life with an 
abundance of well-educated 
workers, top schools, and 
access to open space. How-
ever, there are issues that 
need to be addressed, such 
as transportation.

Haggerty pointed out 
that over the past 18 years, 
$1.3 billion has been spent 
on transportation improve-
ments in the Tri-Valley; 
$204 million from Measure 
B leveraged federal and state 
funds that were used to build 
projects such as HOV lanes, 
overpasses, and the 580/680 
flyover.

He added, "Truck traffic 
over the Altamont  is ex-
pected to triple over the next 
twenty years. We can't build 
our way out of congestion. 
There are constraints, such 
as the Dublin Sports Park 
and DSRSD ponds, that 
prevent widening roads. The 
only expansion left is BART 
to Livermore."

Wunderman added that it 
is important for the region 
to invest in transit. "Funds 
aren't likely to come from 
Congress or Sacramento. 
We're on our own. " Forces 
are pushing to use the lim-

ited supply of resources in a 
different direction.

Haggerty said, "This is 
where the U.S. will look for 
innovation in the future."

Wunderman suggest-
ed that in order to have a 
stronger voice in decisions 
impacting the area, more 
people from the Tri-Valley 
should join the Bay Council 
board. 

Following Wunderman 
and Haggerty, a panel ad-
dressed trends, issues, and 
challenges in the Tri-Valley. 
It was comprised of John 
Sensiba, CEO of Sensiba 
San Filippo; David Mann, 
director of organization and 
talent development for Top-
con Positioning Systems; 
Layne Marceau, president 
Northern California Shea 
Homes; Stephen Rottler, 
vice president of energy, 
climate and infrastructure 
security at Sandia National 
Laboratories, California; 
and Roger Werne, Deputy 
Director of the Industrial 
Partnership Office at the 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory. 

Quality of life, housing, 
open space, diversity and 
education were among the 
topics.

Housing drew mixed 
comments.

Rottler said, "We attract 
employees to California 
because of the weather and 
quality of life, including 
preserved open space that 
provides accessibility to the 
outdoors. They aren't fond 
of the housing prices and 
transportation problems. 
However, they come here 
knowing they will live in 
smaller homes on smaller 
lots. They are willing to 
accept that because of the 
quality of life."

However, Rottler added 
that the cost is becoming a 
major problem in recruiting 
and holding employees. He 
noted that some have two to 
two-and-a-half hour com-
mutes. He suggested that 
the area should unify around 
housing, quality of life and a 
vision of what the Tri-Valley 
can become.

Marceau, a developer, 
said that housing prices are 
going up. The supply is low 
with not much on the draw-
ing board. That is due to 
the recession when builders 
stopped processing maps. 
He suggested that North 
Livermore, with its urban 
growth boundary (UGB), 
creates a huge problem in 
providing housing. "We 
have to get together and 
determine if a UGB was a 
good idea." In Pleasanton, he 
said there should have been 
3000 to 4000 units on the 
Bernal property, not the 600 
that were approved. 

A member of the Dublin 
School Board in the audi-
ence pointed to development 
impacts on schools. She not-
ed that Dublin is one of the 
fastest growing cities. There 
are no seats in schools. With 
no state money to build 
schools, what would be the 
role of developers in provid-
ing needed schools?

Marceau said that the 
Building Industry Asso-
ciation is working to place 
a school bond on the 2016 
ballot to help finance school 
construction. Without state 
funds used as part of the 
solution, there will be more 
fees charged to developers. 
The implication was that 
cost would be passed onto 
home buyers.

All of the panelists agreed 
that greater diversity is need-
ed for innovation advance-
ment. Different cultures and 
backgrounds bring different 
perspectives and ideas to the 
conversation, the said.

Rottler said the lack of 
diversity represents a chal-
lenge. "When we bring in 
employee candidates the 
feedback we hear, is that 
they don't see people who 
look like them in the area."

Werne agreed. "To make 
a success, we must grow the 
diversity."

Mann said that diver-
sity has been a concern at 
Topcon. "It is important 
that once an employee is 
attracted it is necessary to 
help grow his or her career. 
With greater diversity comes 
the opportunity to think dif-
ferently."

Werne pointed out that 
while attending a meeting at 
Stanford he noted that about 
half of those spoke with ac-
cents from Africa, Asia and 
Europe.

Sensiba added, "Diver-
sity is imperative to innova-
tion."

When it came to transpor-
tation, Werne suggested that 
BART should be built all 
the way to Tracy to capture 
the traffic coming over the 
Altamont.

Sensiba said there is a 
need to change how the Bay 
Area works, such as allow-
ing people to work at home.

Each shared his view on 
an issue they see as having a 
negative impact on the area.

They included conges-
tion on both 680 and 580, 
and housing.

Marceau declared he 
would like to see Measure D 
overturned. He also suggest-
ed dealing with regulations 
that impede development.

All were enthusiastic 
about the quality of life in 
the Tri-Valley mentioning 
the great weather, education 
and open space.

Rottler stated that the 
climate and focus on inno-
vation attract employees to 
California.

Sensiba said his fam-
ily came for the education, 

environment and affordable 
housing. He pointed out that 
he came from an area where 
the housing had higher pric-
es. He too pointed to open 
space as an attraction.

Werne noted that parks, 
housing, and good schools 
make this a wonderful place 
to live.

The panelists commented 
on projects that could impact 
the future.

Rottler mentioned i-
GATE. He also described 
a new program that helps 
employees learn how to be 
entrepreneurs, to take tech-
nology out into the private 
sector. He noted that San-
dia's Combustion Research 
Facility is unique. "There is 
not a car on the highway that 
has not benefited from the 
research conducted there."

Werne talked about the 
National Ignition Facility 
with its goal to achieve fu-
sion in an effort to generate 
wall-plug electricity. Sea 
water, an abundant commod-
ity, contains deuterium used 
in the giant laser. If fusion 
were accomplished it could 
well solve the world's energy 
problems, he stated.

Werne again brought up 
quality of life as an attrac-
tion drawing people to the 
area. He used as an example 
a former Lab employee who, 
upon becoming CEO of a 
new start-up, moved it from 
Texas to San Ramon. He 
wanted the company near 
where he lived.

Education included dif-
ferent ideas.

Sensiba would involve 
educators, employers and 
the national labs in STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering and math) education 
efforts.

Marceau would like to 
see the trades, such as wood-
working and auto shop, 
returned to the schools. "The 
idea that everyone needs a 
degree to be successful is 
pushed too much," he said. 
Woodworking/carpentry 
skills are important to de-
velopers. The best labor 
comes from Mexico. They 
are hardworking and good at 
woodworking and carpentry.

Rottler noted that pro-
grams are available at the na-
tional laboratories for teach-
ers and students with an eye 
to encouraging people to go 
into STEM. 

Werne suggested that 
everyone can help out at a 
school in some way. He said 
that he coaches track and 
field in San Ramon and has 
been able to steer kids into 
science and engineering by 
acting as a role model.

Mann pointed to hiring 
managers who have the 
motivation to build an em-
ployee through education 
and by cultivating his or her 
interest. "It's not just about 
producing a product, but in 
creating innovation." 

In conclusion, Haggerty 
said that there needs to be 
more advocacy for the Tri-
Valley. The business com-
munity is not being heard. 

He criticized One Bay 
Area for ignoring the needs 
of the Tri-Valley. However, 
the plan impacts how the 
Tri-Valley will look in the 
future. 

Wunderman stated that 
he too was unhappy with 
One Bay Area. "It made 
assumptions that no one 
commutes into the area." He 
said a process is underway 
to prepare an economic plan 
for the Bay Area. Make sure 
that the Tri-Valley partici-
pates, he emphasized.

TRAFFIC
(continued from page one)

The Tri Valley Elite (TVE) Vipers, a  wrestling club for 
kids, serves the East Bay.  Currently over 50 kids are 
enrolled, along with 9 coaches to lead the club.  

Four years ago, Coach 
Bailey and Coach Mathe-
son introduced their sons to 
wrestling, on a small mat in 
their garage.  They started 
with two kids and slowly 
added a few of their friends, 
growing that number to 8 
kids.  A year later, an op-
portunity to take over the 
The Tri Valley Elite (TVE) 
wrestling club came about, 
and they made the move.  

“We’ve seen this club 
grow exponentially over the 
past few years.  We started 
with just a few kids and we 
currently have 56 kids reg-
istered for this Fall Season.  
We’ve taken a gradual ap-
proach to bringing this team 
along in its development, 
and the kids have really 
grown as wrestlers over the 
past couple of years.  Last 
year was the first year that 
we took a group to the State 
Tournament, where they 
competed well.  One placed 
at state. Two others  fell one 
match short," said Coach 
Bailey.

After the State tourna-
ment, a smaller group of the 
TVE wrestlers competed at 
the Reno Worlds Tourna-
ment, which is a National-
level competition.  Half of 
the kids won at least a match 
or two.  TVE’s standout 
wrestler was Kyle Parco, 
who made it to the Top-8 in 
his weight class.  Normally 
a Top-8 finish would mean 
placing, however, the way 
this tournament was run only 

the Top-6 placed. Parco fell 
one match short of placing 
at both the State and Reno 
Worlds Tournaments. 

Bailey notes, “Wrestling 
teaches you so many life-
skills.  Persistence, hard-
work, toughness in the face 
of adversity.  As they say: 
It’s not how many times 
you get knocked-down, it’s 
how many times you get up.  
Parco along with several of 
our other top-performing 
kids have put in the hard 
work in the off-season to 
make their goals of placing 
a reality.”  

This current season start-
ed back in October. The TVE 
Vipers have been competing 
hard and performing well.   
As they head into the back-
stretch of this season, once 
again they’ve got their sights 
set on the State Tournament.  
After State,  the Vipers will 
prepare to compete in the 
Reno Worlds Tournament.

Bailey says, “I feel we 
are ready to compete well 
at both the State Tourna-
ment and the Reno Worlds 
Tournament.  Our kids have 
put in the work, competed 
hard and done the things that 
we’ve asked them to do."

Coaches of the team are 
R. Bailey, P. Matheson, M. 
Kavanagh, J. Barbalinardo, 
M. Cowan, J. Baalman, M. 
Sheldon, D. Musselman and 
S. Phillips.

Wrestling Team Growing
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An enthusiastic audience of over 400 people attended  
the Interfaith Interconnect sponsored "Three Weddings 
and a Reception" held at the Lakireddy Auditorium of the 
Hindu Community and Cultural Center in Livermore on 
February 15.   

Mock Buddhist, Catholic and Hindu weddings were 
staged to educate guests about religious traditions in 
various cultures.  The ceremonies were followed by a 
reception, which brought people together to converse and 
snack on Indian delicacies.

Each of the weddings was different--in rituals, in 
costumes, in what the bride and groom did to signify their 
love for each other.  In the Indian ceremony, there is a 
"tying the knot" in which a part of the groom's costume is 
tied to part of the bride's costume.  The Buddhist couple 
exchanged prayer bead bracelets while the Catholic 
couple gave each other rings.

Interfaith Interconnect conducts a number of programs 
throughout the year to educate ourselves and others on the 
diversity of faiths and cultures in the Tri Valley.  To find 
out more, contact the organization at Interfaith.Intercon-
nect@gmail.com or visit facebook.com/InterfaithInter-
connect.

Three Weddings and a Reception Draws Over 400 People

Livermore Cinemas
lazarus effect (pg13)–dbox      12:00 2:15 4:30 6:55 9:15
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american sniper (r)      12:10 3:25 4:40 6:40 8:00 9:55
paddington (pg)           11:55 2:20
hot tub time machine 2 (r)       12:00 2:30 5:00 7:20 9:55
jupiter ascending (pg13)        12:45 3:45 6:45 9:45
preview march 5th:   
 chappie (r)–dbox        7:00 9:50
 unfinished business (r)       8:00
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Las Positas College and the Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory present "How Science Gets Done - Green 
Power - Making Electricity Out of Thin Air" as part of the 
Science and Engineering Seminar Series

The public is invited to attend this seminar and learn 
about reliance on fossil fuels and alternative energy solu-
tions. The program will be held on Monday, March 2 from 6 
p.m. to 7:15 p.m. at Las Positas College (LPC)  in Building 
2400, Room 2420, 3000 Campus Hill Drive in Livermore.  

Although reliance on fossil fuels has significantly im-
proved standards of living around the world, the carbon 
emitted by increased burning of oil, coal, and natural gas 
will soon drive our ecosystem to a "new normal" with disas-
trous consequences for human and non-human life on earth.  

In this talk, presenters Jeff Mirocha, Ph.D. and Eric 
Harpell, will provide an overview of current and projected 
energy use in the United States and the world, as well as 
the atmospheric, surface, and ocean changes taking place 
as a result of our carbon emissions. They will also review 
the physics underlying global warming, using neighboring 
planets to illustrate the role that greenhouse gasses play in 
regulating atmospheric temperature.  

They will also cover two important solutions to this 
problem--the large-scale implementation of wind and solar 
power.  In particular they will emphasize the fundamentals 
of wind generator design and the research being done on 
both the turbines themselves and mid altitude climate 
models that allow the maximum power to be produced 
by proper placement and design of wind energy systems. 
Energy storage systems, such as fuel cells and new battery 
technology, will also be discussed.

Mirocha is an atmospheric scientist and a technical 
leader of LLNL's wind energy research program.  His in-
terests include investigation and modeling of atmospheric 
turbulence, flow over complex terrain, and how such flows 
impact wind energy capture.  

Harpell has been teaching Astronomy and Physics at 
Las Positas College for nearly three decades.  Recently, 
he was instrumental in creating a major in Environmental 
Science, including a course in Energy and Sustainability 
that he now team-teaches.   

The California Main Street Alliance Conference is being 
held in Livermore February 25 - 27, 2015

Livermore Downtown Inc. has been an active, Certified 
National Main Street Program since 1986.   

This year, Downtown Professionals from all around 
California will be attending the California Main Street Al-
liance Conference, hosted in Livermore.

"We are honored to have been chosen as the destination 
and hosting partner for the CA Main Street Alliance Net-
working Conference." says Rachael Snedecor, Executive 
Director for Livermore Downtown Inc.  

"California Downtown professionals will be joining us 
in attending workshops geared to strengthen their local 
programs.  They will also be enjoying lunches, dinners and 
entertainment throughout our downtown and the Livermore 
Valley. I cannot wait to show off our assets."

All Downtown Professionals, Developers, Commercial 
Realtors and small business owners are invited to attend.  
There is an impressive line up of speakers and topics.  
There will  networking opportunities with leaders in the 
Downtown Development field.

"In 1956, President Eisenhower signed the National 
Interstate and Defense Highways Act into law which initi-
ated the construction of 41,000 miles of interstate highways 
across America. As a result, many small towns that had 
once thrived along the famous east-west Route 66 were 
bypassed by the new high-speed interstate highway system. 
Well-known to many downtown practitioners, these small 
towns struggled to survive. 

This true story is recalled in the 2006 Walt Disney 
Pictures film, Cars. Cars is a computer-animated comedy-
adventure sports film produced by Pixar Animation Studios, 
and directed and co-written by John Lasseter. Jay Ward 
from Pixar Animation Studios in Emeryville, will talk about 
the history of Route 66 and the National Interstate and 
Defense Highways Act, and how it affected small towns; 
and the inspiration behind the making of Cars. A special 
presentation to Pixar from California Main Street Alliance 
will be presented by Rachael Snedecor, Executive Director, 
Livermore Downtown." 

For a schedule of events, go to www.livermoredown-
town.com

Lawrence Livermore National Security (LLNS), the en-
tity that manages Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
(LLNL) for the Department of Energy/National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration, has donated $40,000 to local school 
districts in support of science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) education.

The checks were given out during an installment of 
LLNL’s Science on Saturday lecture series at the Bankhead 
Theater in downtown Livermore.

Just before the Science on Saturday presentation “Green 
Power: Making Electricity out of Thin Air,” LLNL Deputy 
Director Tom Gioconda presented $10,000 checks totaling 
$40,000 to the school districts of Livermore, Pleasanton, 
Dublin and Tracy.

“The Laboratory is a strong proponent of science, tech-
nology, engineering and math education for students at all 
stages of learning, from K-12 all the way to the postdoc 
level,” Gioconda said. “Laboratory employees and LLNS 
have a long history of giving generously to the community. 
We hope this contribution will help the school districts 
inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers.”

LLNS, the Laboratory and its employees donate more 
than $3.5 million each year to charitable and educational 
causes throughout the region.

Livermore High School 
has earned a six-year ac-
creditation from the Western 
Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC). Ulti-
mately, the WASC accredi-
tation process is a vehicle 
that enables schools to im-
prove student learning and 
school performance based 
on an analysis of areas of 
strength and areas for im-
provement. Livermore High 
School must meet rigorous, 
research-based standards 
that reflect the essential 
elements of a quality and 
effective school and to pro-
vide continuous school im-
provement.

Prior to the award, Liver-
more High School hosted 

The Morning Rotary 
Club of Livermore Valley 
and the Livermore Val-
ley Education Foundation 
(LVEF) have joined forces 
on a new grants program 
for Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District 
(LVJUSD) schools.

The program will pro-
vide grants of up to $1,000 
for qualified school proj-

Livermore High School Receives Six-Year Accreditation
a visiting evaluation team 
from WASC comprised of 
administrators and teachers 
from throughout Northern 
California. Before the three-
day visit by educators, all 
stakeholders of the Liver-
more High School com-
munity participated in the 
self-study of all aspects of 
the school’s program. 

“I am extremely proud of 
the teacher leadership and 
in-depth analysis from our 
stakeholders in providing 
a thorough and extensive 
self-study report,” said Al-
berto Solorzano, Principal 
of Livermore High School. 
“We are pleased that we 
have earned a six-year term 
and are committed to meet-
ing the needs of all students 

now and in the future,” said 
Cate Sarraille, LHS WASC 
Coordinator.

Livermore High School 
has seen success with the 
Green Engineering Acad-
emy (GEA), increased en-
rollment in AP and Hon-
ors courses and developed 
lessons that challenge all 
students to think critically, 
collaborate with peers, com-
municate effectively and to 
be creative. 

“The teachers at Liver-
more High create lessons 
which develop critical think-
ing, allow students to com-
municate and collaborate 
with each other, and provide 
the opportunity for creative 
problem solving.  Increased 
enrollment in GEA, Honors 

and AP classes appears to 
indicate that our strategies 
are helping students feel 
more confident and prepared 
to take on these challenges,” 
said Jeannette Garza, LHS 
teacher and WASC Focus 
Group Chair.

Solorzano added, “The 
process of the self-study 
allowed Livermore High 
School to recognize, ac-
knowledge, and act on its 
identified strengths and ar-
eas for growth. The visiting 
committee identified critical 
areas for follow up to which 
the school will implement 
and monitor a school-wide 
action plan.

Livermore High School 
Accreditation status runs 
through June 30, 2021.

ects. The Morning Rotary 
Club & LVEF will contrib-
ute equally towards each 
funded project. The intent 
of the program is to provide 
supplemental funding for  
initiatives that fall outside 
LVJUSD funding channels.

Rotary has a rich tradition 
of supporting public schools. 
"Rotarians believe deeply in 

the importance of education 
for the entire community," 
says Morning Rotary Club 
President Charles Crohare. 
"We look forward to partner-
ing with LVEF to enhance 
and enrich our children's 
educational opportunities."

LVEF President David 
Jonas welcomes the collabo-
ration with Rotary. "Team-
ing with Rotary will allow 

LVEF to expand the scale 
of our mission to achieve 
Straight A's for Academics, 
Arts, and Athletics in Liver-
more," says Jonas. "Our 
administrators and teachers 
have so many great ideas, 
and we want to do our part to 
reward innovation and out-
of-the-box thinking."

For more information 
about the grants program 
visit www.livermorevalley-
rotary.org.

For more information 
about LVEF visit www.
lvef.org.

Green Power Topic of 
Seminar Series at LPC

Livermore Hosting 
Main Street Conference

Lab Presents Funds to 
Local School Districts

Rotary, LVEF Create New Grants Program

Buddhist and Catholic ceremonies are shown in the top photos; a Hindu ceremony at lower right.

Scientists have recon-
structed the past climate 
for the region around Can-
tona, a large fortified city in 
highland Mexico, and found 
the population drastically 
declined in the past, at least 
in part because of climate 
change.

The research appeared 
in the online edition of the 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences (link 
is external) for the week of 
Jan. 26.

Lawrence Livermore re-
searcher Susan Zimmerman 
and colleagues analyzed 
pollen, stable isotopes and 
elemental concentrations, 
which serve as proxies of 
past climatic and environ-
mental conditions, from lake 
sediments in the region and 
found evidence of a regional 
drought between 500 and 
1150 AD, about the time 
Cantona was abandoned.

Using Lawrence Liver-
more’s Center for Accel-
erator Mass Spectrometry, 
the team -- consisting of 
the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley; Universi-
dad Nacional Autonóma de 

Lawrence Livermore research finds early 
Mesoamericans affected by climate change

Mexico; and the GFZ Ger-
man Research Center for 
Geosciences -- dated terres-
trial organic material from 
12-meter-long sediment 
cores from the lake to estab-
lish the age control for this 
study. Radiocarbon dating 
and an age model showed 
that the centennial-scale arid 
interval between 500 and 
1150 was overlaid on a long-
term drying trend. The cores 
cover the last 6,200 years; 
however, the team focused 
on the last 3,800 years.

Cantona is now an ar-
chaeological site in Mexico, 
on the border with Veracruz, 
about an hour's drive from 
the city of Puebla. Lim-
ited archaeological work 
has been done at the site, 
and only about 10 percent 
of the site can be seen. It 
was a prominent, if iso-
lated, Mesoamerican city 
between 600 and 1000 AD. 
“We found that Cantona’s 
population grew in the ini-
tial phases of the drought, 
but by 1050 AD long-term 
environmental stress (the 
drought) contributed to the 
city’s abandonment,” Zim-

merman and colleagues said. 
The team conducted a sub-
centennial reconstruction of 
regional climate by taking 
sediment samples from a 
nearby crater lake, Aljojuca. 
The modern climate of the 
region suggests that proxy 
data from the sediments 
record changes in summer 
monsoonal (May through 
October) precipitation. 

“Our results suggest that 
climate change played a 
contributing role in the site’s 
history,” Zimmerman said.



Resident 
of Pleas-
a n t o n , 
Cal i for-
nia

Rich-
a r d 
p a s s e d 
away on 
F e b r u -
ary 19, 
2015, in 
P l e a s -
a n t o n , 

California.  
He was preceded in death 

by his wife of 61 years, 
Ginger; parents, Clarence 
and Corinne; and brother, 
Douglas “Duke."

He is survived by chil-
dren and their spouses: John 
and Barbara Aafedt, Cin-
dy Aafedt, Susan and Ray 
Bartlett, Eric and Debbie 
Aafedt; grandchildren:  Jad 
and Raven Abousoud, Jinny 

T h e 
f a m -
i l y  o f 
Marlene 
K e l l y 
i s  s a d 
t o  a n -
nounce 
h e r 
passing 
on Feb-
r u a r y 
19. Mar-

lene was a lifelong native of 
Livermore and a graduate 
of Livermore High School 
in 1958. Marlene worked 
at the Lawrence Livermore 
Lab for 26 years.

During retirement, she 
enjoyed traveling with her 
husband Don and grandson 
Jeff. She also enjoyed gar-
dening.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents Peter and 
Thelma Draghi.

Marlene is survived by 
her husband Don, daughter 
Dawn Kelly, grandson Jeff 
Kelly, brother Gary Draghi, 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins. She will be truly missed 
by her family, friends and 
her dog, Louie.

Visitation for family and 
close friends at 10:00AM 
Tuesday, March 3rd. Ser-
vices start at 11:00AM at 
Callaghan’s Mortuary in 
Livermore. Burial and re-
ception will follow.

Richard Allan Aafedt
Sept. 7, 1932 – Feb. 19, 2015

with the infectious smile, 
helping build or fix anything 
his friend needed. 

The family is planning 
a celebration of life in his 
honor in the near future.

Michael Lee Jess 
Michael Lee Jess passed 

away unexpectedly yet 
peacefully at home Febru-
ary 18, 2015.

Michael was born Feb-
ruary 17, 1968 in Castro 

Va l l e y , 
C A a n d 
grew up 
in the Tri-
Valley. 

A n 
avid A’s 
and Raid-
ers  fan , 
Michae l 
e n j o y e d 
rock mu-
sic, mov-

ies, funny cards, playing 
video games and caring 
for all the stray cats in his 
neighborhood. He also loved 
assembling Star Wars lego 
sets and gardening.

He was kind to everyone 
he met, will be missed by 
his family and friends and 
will always remain in our 
memories.

He is survived by his 
parents Earl and Dianna, his 
brother Keith (Michelle) and 
niece Ashley.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests those who 
wish to remember Michael 
to make a donation in his 
memory to be sent to http://
paws-in-need.org or Animal 
Rescue Foundation (ARF) 
https://www.arflife.org/
honor

Marlene (Diane) 
Draghi Kelly
May 27, 1940 – Feb. 19, 2015

Leanne Stephanie 
Rovid (Lea)

6 months old, Livermore
8/14/2014 

- 02/12/2015
P a r e n t s : 

Lisa Smith & 
Bill Rovid

Sister: Ol-
ivia Leanne 
Smith

S e r v i c e 
will be held 
o n  F r i d a y 

02/27/2015  at  4 pm
Cornerstone Fellowship 

Chapel, 348 North Canyons 
Pkwy, Livermore Ca.

"We love you sweet an-
gel, we'll see you in Heav-
en."

Arthur Eugene 
Strope Jr. 
10/24/38 - 02/14/2015 

Arthur Strope passed 
away peacefully at his home 
on Feb. 14,2015 after a short 
battle with cancer. He was 
surrounded by family and 
friends. 

Art was born in Pekin, 
Illinois. He married the love 
of his life, Donna, in 1960 
(whom he lost in 2006). 
Moving  to Livermore in 
1964, he enjoyed a 42 yr 
career with AT&T.

The couple had 2 chil-
dren Randy Strope (passed 
in 2009) and Livermore 
resident Deanna Steinhauer 
(spouse Jim). He was most 
proud of his granddaugh-
ter  Heather Cecil (Sam), 
great-grandchildren Cate-
lyn, Hayden  of Washing-
ton, and grandson Brandon 
Steinhauer of Livermore.

He is also survived by 
sister Bea Lash in Illinois, 
brother Bill Strope (Pat) 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. Art was known to 
neighbors as the nice guy 
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Please send an 
email to  

editmail@compuserve.com

and David Dvorak, Whitney 
and David Moore, Shelby 
Bartlett, Hillary Aafedt, 
Laura England Witt, Anya 
Aafedt and Ben and Tiffany 
Parrish; great- grandchildren, 
Lindsey, Madden, Maisy 
and Jordan.  He is survived 
by brother and sister-in-law, 
Lowell and Judy Aafedt, as 
well as several nieces and 
nephews.

Richard retired from 
Chevron after nearly 35 
years. He was a veteran of 
the Korean War.  He was 
an avid golfer and loved 
to fish during many annual 
camping trips, along with 
other family vacations.  He 
will be deeply missed by all 
his family.

A celebration of Richard's 
life will be held at Resurrec-
tion Lutheran Church, 7557 
Amador Valley Blvd, Dublin 

on Saturday, February 28, 
2015 at 11am. Reception 
will be held following the 
services.

Creek Work Day
Volunteers are needed to 

take part in  an Alameda Creek 
work day.

The  planting day on the 
Altamont Creek in Livermore 
(Springtown neighborhood) 
will take place from 8:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Volunteers will be 
planting several hundred native 
plants.  They are all locally-
adapted native species grown 
from local seed. The plants will 
improve this section of creek 
on many levels. Not only will 
they beautify the creek and 
enhance habitat, but they will 
also improve water quality by 
preventing streambank erosion.

Adults, youth, and groups 
are welcome.  Water, coffee, and 
snacks will be provided.  Wear 
work clothes, sturdy closed-toe 
shoes, and a sun hat. A refillable 
water bottle is also a good idea. 
Work gloves and hand tools will 
be available on site.  The event 
will take place rain or shine.

For information, contact  Ian 
Howell at (925) 371-0154 x 105 
or Ian.Howell@acrcd.org

Parent Project
The Parent Project is return-

ing to the Tri-Valley area. Hosted 
by Axis Community Health, 
Dublin Police Services, and 
Dublin Unified School District, 
the program gives parents the 
tools they need to change prob-
lematic adolescent behavior.  
Registration is now open for 
this 12-week course that begins 
March 11th in Dublin.

“Raising strong-willed or 
rebellious adolescents presents 
serious challenges, ones that of-
ten negatively impact everyone 
in the home,” said Amie Sousa, 
Teen Drug and Alcohol Program 
Coordinator.  “Through the Par-
ent Project, parents acquire the 
skills needed to safely intervene 
and replace harmful behaviors 
with healthy ones.”

Taught by certified educa-
tors, the Parent Project is solu-
tion-focused and activity-based.  
Participants will learn effective, 
step-by-step techniques that 
can be used in everyday life. 
The weekly three-hour ses-
sions include a support group 
that gives parents a chance to 
share experiences, collaborate, 
and reduce feelings of isolation. 
Participants will also learn about 
other local resources that can 
help support long-lasting, posi-
tive changes in families’ lives.

Parent Project sessions are 
scheduled for 6-9 p.m. Wednes-
days starting March 11 at Valley 
High School, 6901 York Ave., 
Dublin.  Cost for the 12-week 
course is $100 per person or 

$150 per couple. A limited 
number of scholarships is avail-
able. Parents can register now by 
calling (925) 201-6210.

Holi Festival
The family-friendly, colorful 

festival of Holi will be celebrat-
ed at the Bishop Ranch  parking 
lot 2 on Friday, March 6. Holi 
is an ancient festival from India 
that celebrates the beginning 
of spring. Participants throw 
brightly colored powdered pig-
ments on each other as a way 
to commemorate the vibrant, 
abundant colors of springtime 
and to say farewell to the long 
winter.  It’s beautiful, messy, 
and always fun.

Along with the traditional 
tossing of colors, there will be 
plenty of free activities for the 
family: face painting, henna tat-
too artists, dance performances, 
and live music – all to be enjoyed 
while you grab dinner at one of 
the gourmet food trucks. 

Bring the family, old clothes 
for all to wear, and join us in this 
free and early evening frolic.

For information, call the 
Bishop Ranch Community and 
Outreach at 925.543.0100. The 
parking lot is located at 2680 
Bishop Drive in San Ramon.

Vintage 99 News
After a successful year as 

Director of Northern California 
Operations of V99 North, Vin-
tage 99 Label Mfg., Inc.  has  
appointed Gary Cane as Vice 
President of Northern California 
Operations.  He   will assume 
complete responsibility of Vin-
tage 99’s Santa Rosa location 
and will assist Vintage 99 Label 
Mfg., Inc. President, Kathleen 
Gonzales, in continuing their 
journey on the road to growth 
in their new home of Sonoma 
County. 

Cane brings with him forty 
years of printing experience; 
where he has worn many hats in 
the industry from Press Operator 
to General Manager. His accom-
plishments in Santa Rosa have 
enabled the Livermore-based 
company to fulfill its long-time 
goal of cultivating their roots in 
one of the world’s most notable 
wine growing regions.  

Top Center
Local signs and visual graph-

ics provider FASTSIGNS® of 
Dublin was named one of the 
top centers out of more than 
570 locations worldwide at the 
2015 FASTSIGNS International 
Convention, which was recently 
held in Dallas, Texas.

The locally owned and 

operated business received the 
Pinnacle Club Award, which is 
given to the centers ranked 26 
to 125 in the U.S. and Canada 
for sales volume from the previ-
ous year. 

“This award commemorates 
all of the hard work and excellent 
service our team at FASTSIGNS 
of Dublin provides every day,” 
said Brett Howell, who co-owns 
the center with Tony Esparza. 
“We want to thank our customers 
for their continued support and 
we look forward to helping them 
accomplish their business goals 
for 2015 and beyond.”

FASTSIGNS of Dublin has 
been doing business in the area 
for over 25 years. 

Pokemon Champ
Pleasanton resident Joshy 

Sano won first place in the Junior 
Division Trading Card Tourna-
ment at the Pokémon Winter 
Regional Championships.   

The Winter Regional Cham-
pionships is the second of three 
Regional tournaments taking 
place throughout the U.S. and 
Canada in the 2015 Pokémon 
Championship Series season, 
including the Spring Regional 
Championships taking place in 
May 2015.

Along with the title, Joshy 
also earned valuable Champion-
ship Points that count toward a 
potential invite to 2015 Poké-
mon World Championships in 
Boston, MA this August. As 
part of an often year-long jour-
ney, players that achieve a top 
Championship Points ranking 
following the U.S. National 
Championships in Indianapolis, 
IN this July will earn a spot to 
compete among elite players 
from more than 30 countries 
at the Pokémon World Cham-
pionships.

For more information on 
future tournaments including 
dates, locations, prizes, and tour-
nament rules and regulations, 
visit www.pokemon.com/play.

Yellow Banners
Livermore's Yellow Ribbon 

tree has stood proudly in all 
her glory at the corner of South 
Livermore and First Street. It 
is time to respectfully retire her 
with grace and honor.  When the 
Holiday lights came down, so 
did 278 weather tattered Yellow 
Bows that adorned the tree for 
all these years.   

Most of the banners are avail-
able to the families if they would 
like them – some in pieces torn 
by the wind – others dirty and 
tattered - not  bright and clean 
as they were for many years, but 
just as important.  

Operat ion:S.A.M. has 
agreed to catalog  the banners 
by name to assist in their re-
turn so if you wish to have the 
banner, please send an email 
to operationsam@comcast.net 
so arrangements can be made.  
Please provide the  loved one's 
name, your name and a phone 
number.  On April 15, 2015, 
all remaining banners will be 
Honorably Retired and become 
unavailable.

Science on Saturday
Lawrence Livermore sci-

entist Arthur Rodgers and Los 
Gatos High School teacher Dan 
Burns will present  a program 
on “Computer Simulations of 
Earthquakes in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area,” the final lecture 
in the 2015 Science on Saturday 
series for students.

Science on Saturday is pre-
sented by the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory's 
Science Education Program.

The program will take place 
on Sat., Feb. 28 at the Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St. in down-
town Livermore. One session 
will start at 9:30 a.m., a second 
at 11:15 a.m. 

This lecture will cover how 
computer simulations of earth-
quakes can provide valuable 
information on the expected 
intensity of shaking from actual 
quakes. The presenters will dis-
cuss seismic hazards in the Bay 
Area and describe computer 
simulations of past and possible 
future earthquakes and the phys-
ics that underlies the numerical 
methods.

Seating is on a first-come, 
first-served basis; there is no 
pre-registration. Directions, 
maps and a complete list of 
lectures are available at http://
education.llnl.gov/sos/. 

Lucky Fan Contest
Tri-Valley TV is offering 

viewers an opportunity to win 
free stuff by signing up to be a 
TV30 “Lucky Fan.”  It’s easy 
to do and it's free.  During the 
month of March, TV30 Lucky 
Fans will have a chance to win 
one of four $25 gift cards to Casa 
Orozco  with locations in Dublin 
& Livermore, theater tickets to 
the Bankhead and Firehouse 
Theaters, and the Vine Cinema 
& Alehouse in Livermore.

In March, the station is giv-
ing away tickets to upcoming 
productions at the Firehouse 
Theater in Pleasanton including: 
The Youth Music Festival, Sat-
urday, March 21 and BOSTYX 
on Friday, March 27.

  Tri-Valley TV will be giv-
ing away tickets to the March 

5th performance of Cirque 
Zuma Zuma performing at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore. 

 To register to be a "Lucky 
Fan" TV30 viewers should go 
to the Tri-Valley TV website 
@  www.tv30.org  . There is no 
charge and the information will 
not be shared. TV30 randomly 
selects a winner at various times 

from the “Lucky Fan” registra-
tions.  The winner will be an-
nounced on the Tri-Valley TV 
Facebook page and on TV30. A 
person can enter as many times 
as they want until they win.

For complete rules or to reg-
ister to be a “Lucky Fan” go to 
tv30.org and click on the “Lucky 
Fan” icon located on that page.

Teens are invited to attend the "Tri-Valley Teen Job and 
Career Fair," on Saturday, March 7, from 12:00 PM to 4:00 
PM, at the Pleasanton Senior Center (5353 Sunol Boulevard, 
Pleasanton). 

Teens’ ages 14 through 19 will have the opportunity to 
meet with many local employers, pick up applications, and 
apply for jobs. The event will also feature mock interviews, 
career workshops scheduled throughout the day, and infor-
mation from a career panel. Admission is free to all teen job 
seekers and lunch will be provided.

Mock interviews and an opportunity to talk to career 
panelists who work in the field of law, finance, marketing, 
law enforcement, and culinary arts will also be available. 
This event is a collaboration between the Cities of Dublin, 
Pleasanton, and San Ramon, in conjunction with the Dublin 
San Ramon Women’s Club. 

Participants are encouraged to bring a copy of their re-
sume and dress in professional attire. For more information 
about the 2015 Teen Job and Career Fair, please call (925) 
556-4500 or visit glentheguide@dublin.ca.gov.

Businesses who are hiring teens currently or for the sum-
mer and are interested in participating can contact David 
Weisgerber at (925) 931-3474 or dweisgerber@cityofpleas-
antonca.gov for more information.

The City of Pleasanton’s Free Community Education 
Series continues on Wednesday, March 4, 2015 with a spe-
cial presentation for parents entitled “Building Resilience 
for Lifelong Success." 

The program will take place from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in 
the large meeting room of the Pleasanton Public Library at 
400 Old Bernal Avenue.

Presenter Rachel Sklar, MSW, is a Parent Coach and 
Strategist who will introduce key ingredients to raising 
children who can bounce back from challenges and forge 
healthy relationships, along with a fresh perspective on 
emotional and social intelligence, authenticity, creativity, 
and innovation in today’s fast-paced, high-tech society.

Interested participants can register for this free program 
(course number 59293) at pleasantonfun.com, or at the 
event.   

The Community Education Series was developed by the 
Community Services staff in conjunction with the Pleasan-
ton Youth Commission to meet the goals of the Youth Master 
Plan.  For more information, please email info@ptownlife.
org, or call (925) 931-5359.

Teen Job and Career 
Fair Scheduled

Community Education Series 
to Talk about Lifelong Success
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000                                              

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500413
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Cake World, 
1550 Springtown Blvd, Apt 
6-B,  Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Gina Habib, 1550 Springtown 
Blvd, Apt 6-B, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Gina Habib
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2015. Expires 
January 21, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3743.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500690
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Mobile Live 
Scan, 4749 Bennett Dr. Suite 
E,  Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Kay French, 4749 Bennett 
Dr. Suite E, Livermore, CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kay French
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2015. Expires 
January 28, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3744.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500024
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Bee Sure 
Electric Company, 5445 
Treeflower Dr,  Livermore, 
CA 94551, is hereby reg-
istered by the following 
owner(s):
Richard E. Jacobs, 5445 
Treeflower Dr, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants

:s/: Richard E. Jacobs
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 9, 2015. Expires 
January 9, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3745.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 499979
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Walovich 
Architects Group, 3875 Hop-
yard Rd Suite 170, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Walovich Architects, Inc, 
3875 Hopyard Rd Suite 170, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/2014.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Teresa Walovich, CFO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 8, 2015. Expires 
January 8, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3746.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500688
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Sanative Ways, 
428 North  L  Street,  Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jill Andrea Ulander, 1385 
Cameo Ct, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jill A. Ulander
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2015. Expires 
January 28, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3747.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500374
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: American 
Adorn, 1330 Saybrook Road,  
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jacqueline Taylor, 1330 
Saybrook Road, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 

name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jacqueline Taylor
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 21, 2015. Expires 
January 21, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3748.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500510
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: the 47th 
element, 622 Hamilton Way, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Karen Trown, 622 Hamilton 
Way, Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/13/15.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Karen Trown
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3749.  Published February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500862
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Delta Car-
pet Cleaning, 4749 Bennett 
Dr Suite E,  Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Rohn E. Strandberg, 4749 
Bennett Dr Suite E, Liver-
more, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Rohn E. Strandberg
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3750.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500861
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Live 
Scan, 186 South K Street,  
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Angela Jo Lamb (2)Jeff 
S. Lamb, 730 Farrington St, 
Mountain House, CA 95391
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 

name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Angela Lamb
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3751.  Published  February 
5, 12, 19, 26, 2015.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 444670

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Livermore Live Scan, 186 
South K Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement being abandoned 
was filed on 11/5/2010 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Kay French, 186 South K 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550
 Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Kay French
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3752. Published February 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500512
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Knowetry 
Consulting, 1020 Serpentine 
Ln, Ste 109, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Stacy Parson, 2169 Arlington 
Way, San Ramon, CA 94582
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/1/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Stacy Parson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3753.  Published February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015. 

NOTICE
Cattle Grazing Lease

Zone 7 Water Agency 
(Livermore, CA) is solicit-
ing proposals for a long 
term cattle grazing tenant 
experienced in watershed 
stewardship to graze and 
manage the District’s 
5,000 acre Lake Del Valle 
Property (formerly Patterson 
Ranch) in Alameda County, 
CA.  Request for Proposal 
requirements and the Graz-
ing Management and 

that has happened already 
in Oregon.

Safeguards for such a 
practice are impossible; 
eventually, the public’s re-
sistance will be worn down 
and there is nothing to pre-
vent PAS from escalating to 
the scale it has in the Neth-
erlands. The fact that it has 
not yet done so in Oregon 
doesn’t mean much; there is 
still opposition in this coun-
try, and Oregon’s experience 
is shrouded in secrecy.

Where there is financial 
pressure (as there always 
is), there is an incentive for 
insurance to pay for suicide 
pills but not for serious 
medical treatment.

Legalizing PAS defines 
two classes of people: those 
suitable for it and those not. 
Imagine if the law legalized 
PAS for and only for news-
paper editors. I don’t think 
you would feel very good 
about such a law.

We who are disabled 
have to put up with “help” 
from do-gooders who think 
they are entitled to “help” 
us whether we like it or 
not. When we try to fend 
off unwanted “help”, they 
take offense and call us un-
grateful louts. When we are 
vulnerable, we have to put 
up with “help” whether we 
want it or not. Imagine when 
“help” includes administer-
ing suicide drugs.

This, of course, is pre-
cisely the experience in 
the Netherlands: many are 
euthanized without their per-
mission, even without their 
knowledge. Pretending that 
California will go no fur-
ther than Oregon is utterly 
disingenuous. Oregon is the 
opening to bigger things, 
which have been seen al-
ready in the Low Countries.

As a disabled person and 
a member of Not Dead Yet, 
I oppose SB-128, and hope 
you will also.

Nutrition Panel Tells All
Lucas Nelson
Livermore

The U.S. Advisory Panel 
on Dietary Guidelines has 
finally mustered the courage 
to recommend that Ameri-
cans eat less meat and dairy 
products.

And not just to lower our 
risk of heart disease, stroke, 
cancer, diabetes, and obesity, 
but also because it slows the 
rate of climate changes, with 
its own devastating conse-
quences.

The 572 page report re-
leased on Thursday notes 
that half of all Americans 
have preventable diet-re-
lated chronic diseases and 
that two-thirds of adults 
and one-third of children 
are overweight. It concludes 

that a dietary pattern higher 
in plant-based foods and 
lower in animal-based foods 
is more health promoting 
and associated with lesser 
environmental impact than 
the current U.S. diet. 

The 1977 recommenda-
tion that Americans eat less 
meat by the Senate Select 
Committee on Nutrition and 
Human Needs was quashed 
by the meat industry, and 
subsequent dietary guide-
lines panels have been very 
cautious. The 2010 dietary 
guidelines panel merely 
shoved meat and dairy off 
the official MyPlate icon, 
representing the U.S. Di-
etary Guidelines.

Though the experts have 
now told the truth, our fam-
ily's health is still up to us. 
Fortunately, local supermar-
kets offer a variety of meat 
and dairy-free options and 
the internet has lots of advice 
on vegan recipes and transi-
tion tips.

Carnegie Expansion
Terrell L. Givens
Livermore

In early February a reader 
wrote and I quote: “If this 
expansion occurs, when 
looking east on S. Livermore 
Ave., your view will in-
clude hills that look just like 
the current Carnegie hills.”  
What did this reader base 
this statement on?  No facts 
are provided to substantiate 
this claim. When research-
ing this statement I found 
out from Carnegie Park 
personnel that they have not 
even started proposing any 
trails.  When I reviewed the 
General Plan provided by 
the State, the plan itself does 
not indicate any trails.  So 
how can we see something 
that is not there?  

Endorsement Math
Sue Hamill
Walnut Creek

The conundrum of the 
California Democratic Party 
Endorsement versus the 
local Democratic Clubs En-
dorsements is as follows:

The California Demo-
cratic Party endorsement of 
Susan Bonilla in the State 
Senate District 7 race was 
based on the outcome of 
a vote of 75 local people 
authorized to vote in this in-
ternal party process.   Forty-
four additional votes were 
gathered by Bonilla thanks 
to a greatly discredited rule 
that allowed any state legis-
lator currently in office to get 
‘proxy’ votes from anywhere 
in the state.  Advantage In-
cumbents.  (The rule’s been 
removed from the Party By-

Laws, but not officially until 
May, so it was still ‘legal’ to 
use this procedure)

The Democratic Clubs 
within Senate District 7 
that have chosen to make 
endorsements represent a 
larger group of people.

Joan Buchanan endors-
ments -

Rossmoor Democratic 
Club – 600+ members

Diablo Valley Demo-
cratic Club -  70 members

Tri-Valley Democratic 
Club – 60 members

San Ramon Democratic 
Club – 73 members

Susan Bonilla endorse-
ments-

Concord Democratic 
Club -  approx. 20 members

Do the math.

Suppressed 
Technology
Rich Buckley
Livermore

Lieu tenan t  Co lone l 
Thomas Bearden, US Army, 
PhD, produced a video just 
before 9-11 on the subject 
of "Zero Point Energy" (aka 
Free Energy). Reference: 
" FREE ENERGY - Lieu-
tenant Colonel Thomas 
Bearden, US Army, PhD."  
http://tinyurl.com/mbx8jfb 

Bearden lays out the 
case for moving beyond 
our scientific community's 
hopelessly blocked lines of 
inquiry, which appear to still 
be in play nearly 20 years 
later. While his time-line 
in hindsight of most likely 
events was off, his insights 
are useful for guidance in 
energy research pitfalls and 
how we might navigate suc-
cessfully into a free energy 
world.

Win-Win!
Ken Richard 
Walnut Creek

While both candidates 
for the upcoming State Sen-
ate special election are very 
much in alignment on paper 
and in their votes on the is-
sues, one of the best reasons 
to vote for Joan Buchanan 
on March 17th is that if the 
current Assemblymember 
Susan Bonilla wins, it will 
trigger yet another special 
election, thus costing our 
great county over 1 million 
dollars; money that could 
well be spent on other pro-
grams and services.  

The next step is for As-
semblymember Susan Bo-
nilla  to finish up her just 
recently elected 2 year term 
and lets send Joan Buchanan 
back to Sacramento to con-
tinue to protect seniors, 
make college more afford-
able, and keep our budgets 
balanced.  It is a win-win!

Taylor Morrison’s Brighton community in Livermore is offering a unique collection of 
stylish single-family detached homes, Brighton offers the best option for home shoppers 
desiring a low maintenance lifestyle and the nearby conveniences of Livermore’s down-
town. With special pre-model pricing from the mid $600,000s, Brighton homes boast open 
floorplans, center-island kitchens and modern styling.

“These detached homes with attached garages provide homebuyers the privacy, space 
and security in a convenient urban location.” said Fernando Fernandez, sales associate 
at Brighton. “Living in the heart of Livermore means restaurants, boutique shops, parks, 
schools, and public transportation are close by and within walking distance.”

Brighton’s brand new collection of home designs includes seven three-story floorplans 
that range in size from 1,786 to 2,013 square feet. The homes offer two to four bedrooms, 
three-and-one-half bathrooms and an attached two-car garage. The homes include a 
gourmet kitchen with center island that overlook the adjoining living and dining areas, 
a convenient upstairs laundry room and an elegant master suite complete with walk-in 
closet and dual sinks. 

Situated among the rolling hills of the Easy Bay, Livermore is home to more than 45 
flourishing wineries, local annual events such as the Livermore Wine County Festival and 
the year-round farmers markets. The community comes together for annual events that 
include the Livermore Half Marathon, the Western Culture Festival and the Livermore 
Rodeo, as well as holiday events such as downtown trick or treating and parades. There are 
also an abundance of recreational venues and attractions nearby including the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory, premier golf courses, Del Valle Regional Park, Raven-
swood Historical Site, community parks, local aquatic centers and more.

The Brighton Sales Center is located at 2921 Patcham Common Livermore. For more 
information , call (925) 357-4242, or visit TaylorMorrison.com or Facebook.com/Taylor-
MorrisonNorthernCalifornia.

Offering seven new single-family detached home designs starting from the mid 
$600,000s, Taylor Morrison’s community of Brighton in Livermore offers a low 
maintenance lifestyle and the nearby conveniences of Livermore’s downtown.

New Homes in Downtown 
Livermore Go on the Market

(continued from page 4)



The Independent, FEBRUARY 26, 2015 - PAGE 11

e

Dan Gamache
REALTOR®

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
TriValleyHomeSearch.com

Derek Langfield
REALTOR®

510.909.0921
dlangfield@apr.com
apr.com/dlangfield

Jo Ann Luisi
REALTOR®

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
JoAnnLuisi.com

Judy Turner
REALTOR®

925.518.3115
jturner@apr.com
apr.com/jturner

Karen Crowson
REALTOR®

925.784.6208
kcrowson@apr.com
KarenCrowsonHomes.com

Kelly King
REALTOR®

510.714.7231
lkking@apr.com
apr.com/lkking

Kim Ott
REALTOR®

510.220.0703
kim@kimott.com
KimOtt.com

Leslie Faught
REALTOR®

925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
LeslieFaught.com

Linda Futral
Broker Associate

925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
LindaFutral.com

Mark Kotch
REALTOR®

925.989.1581
markkotch@apr.com
MarkKotch.com

Maureen Nokes
Broker Associate

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
apr.com/mnokes

Sally Blaze
REALTOR®

925.998.1284
sblaze@apr.com
apr.com/sblaze

Cherie Doyle
REALTOR®

925.580.2552
cdoyle@apr.com
apr.com/cdoyle

Linda Goveia
REALTOR®

925.989.9811
lgoveia@apr.com
apr.com/lgoveia

apr.com

Stacy Gilbert
REALTOR®

925.487.4883
sgilbert@apr.com
The 680 Group

Kat Gaskins
REALTOR®

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
KatGaskins.com

Cooks,  
Servers, Hosts,

Dishwashers  
& More

BJ’s Restaurant 
& Brewhouse 

Dublin
-NOW HIRING-

We offer flexible
schedules, great pay

& benefits, vacation &
discounts and a place
where you work with
friends, connect with
guests and have fun!

Apply daily at:
3620 Fallon Road in
Dublin or online at:
WorkAtBJs.com

Equal Opportunity &
e-Verify Employer

Watershed Protection Plan 
can be found at www.zone-
7water.com or by contacting 
Kurt Arends at karends@
zone7water.com.

The Independent Legal No. 
3754. Published February 
12, 26, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500669
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Vision Cube 
Entertainment, 473 Armida 
Ct,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jamie Hartz, 473 Armida Ct, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jamie Hartz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 27, 2015. Expires 
January 27, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3755.  Published  February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501049
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Pythoness 
Press, 1968 Jonquil Cmn,  
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Anne Margaret Manay, 1968 
Jonquil Cmn, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Anne Margaret Manay
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 5, 2015. Expires 
February 5, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3756.  Published  February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 446782

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Accuvision Optometry, 2580 
Old 1st St, Livermore, CA 
94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement being abandoned 
was filed on 1/14/2011 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Viyada Joy Michelsen, 1065 
Wesley Ct #6, Walnut Creek, 
CA 94597
 Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Viyada J. Michelsen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3757. Published February 19, 
26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500907
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Accuvision 
Eyecare Optometry, 2580 
Old 1st St., Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Accuvision Eyecare Optom-
etry, 2580 Old 1st St., Liver-
more, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 01/01/2015.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: R. John Michelsen, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3758.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501198
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Passionate 
About Porcelain, 5793 Arlene 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Catherine Ann Houf, 5793 
Arlene Way, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 07/15/2005.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Catherine Ann Houf
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 9, 2015. Expires 
February 9, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3759.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500834
The following person(s) doing 
business as: American Cus-
tom Contractors, 2121 West-
brook Lane, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Kerry Lee Kiernan, 2121 
Westbrook Lane, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/3/2002.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kerry Lee Kiernan
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 30, 2015. Expires 
January 30, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3760.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501381
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: A Cut 
Above Construction, 2658  
5th  Street,  Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Kyle Daniel Plotz, 2658  5th  
Street, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kyle Plotz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 17, 2015. 
Expires February 17, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3761.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501327
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: SNR Legal 
Assistant Services, 546 Tyler 
Ave.,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Susan Randi, 546 Tyler Ave., 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Susan Randi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 13, 2015. 
Expires February 13, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3762.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501380
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Totally FUN-
draising, 2442 Research 
Drive,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Sherry M. Lemas, 1220 Hill-
crest Ave, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Sherry M. Lemas
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 17, 2015. 
Expires February 17, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3763.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501355

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Lemongrass 
Thai Restaurant, 2216 First 
St., Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Kanitta Manyasthien, 3029 
Carlson Blvd., El Cerrito, 
CA 94530
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kanitta Manyasthien
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 13, 2015. 
Expires February 13, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3764.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501624
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Jetson Promo-
tions, 970 Bellflower St., 
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mark Aaron Handelman, 970 
Bellflower St., Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Mark Handelman
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 23, 2015. 
Expires February 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3765.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500497
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Monarch 
Counseling Services, 2068 
1st St, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Heather Corbett Ford, 2068 
1st St, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 6/16/2004.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Heather Corbett Ford
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3766.  Published February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500531
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Law Offices of 

Matthew B. Ford, 2068 1st 
St, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Matthew B. Ford, 2068 1st St, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/29/2000.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Matthew Ford
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3767.  Published February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015. 

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED               

Technician / Installer
       

Positive attitude
Electrical experience

Field dispatched
Van provided
Full benefits 

Clean DMV req.
           

Call Mark   
408-621-0993

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800)321-CSLB (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state in 
their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohibit 
advertisements for housing 
and employment that contain 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law.

What Can You 
Buy for $850,000?

By Cher Wollard
The unofficial “2015 Real Estate Season” launched this month 

looking a lot like the 2013 and 2014 seasons: Low inventory and 
lots of motivated buyers.

This scenario is expected to continue to push prices up, al-
though perhaps less dramatically than in the past two years.

A year ago, the median price of residential property on the 
resale market in the Tri-Valley was just under $800,000. Two 
years ago it was $547,000. 

As of this week, the median list price is $850,000. Of course, 
most properties do not sell exactly at list price. Some will go 
higher; some lower.  And given that higher priced homes are 
more likely to sell for less than list price, while lower priced 
homes are likely to receive multiple offers and sell for more – 
often significantly more – than the asking price, $850,000 is just 
a ballpark number.

Still, it offers a useful glimpse at what the market is doing at 
this time.

What can you purchase for $850,000 in Livermore, Pleasanton 
or Dublin?

Buyers looking at this price point are typically shopping for the 
second or third home – they are what are known in the industry 
as “move-up buyers,” because they are selling their entry-level 
house or condo to purchase a larger home.

With 20 percent downpayment, they would be obtaining a 
“jumbo” mortgage. Interest rates for jumbo loans are currently 
just over 4 percent, depending on the individual buyer’s situation.  
Calculating for an interest rate of 4.125 percent, their monthly 
mortgage payment would be $3,295.62, not including property 
taxes and insurance.  Condominiums and some newer housing 
are in Home Owners Associations. HOA dues can add several 
hundred dollars to the monthly cost.

Within the range of $800,000 to $899,950, there were 16 homes 
listed on the Multiple Listing Service as of Tuesday. This does 
not include most of the new construction in the Valley, although 
one builder in Pleasanton and one in Dublin do include homes 
on this list.

Almost half of the homes in this price range – seven – are in 
Livermore. Five are in Pleasanton and four in Dublin.

The list includes one condominium and one country property. 
The rest are houses ranging in size from 1751 sq.ft. to almost 
3,000 sq.ft.

Dublin’s offerings are all four-bedroom homes, starting with 
a 1,984-sq.ft. home on a 3,457-sq.ft. lot on Branding Iron Court 
in the Manors at Silvera Ranch in east Dublin. That home, built 
in 2006, is priced at $829,000 and includes hardwood floors and 
granite countertops.

Nearby on Giovanni Way in Dublin Ranch, a new condominium 
built by Shea is offered for sale for $836,651. This two-story unit 
is more than 2,400 sq.ft., and includes a ground-floor bedroom 
with a separate entrance. HOA fees of $303 include access to the 
community pool, spa, exercise facility and clubhouse.

In Tassajara Meadows, a 2,009-sq.-ft. home on a small lot – 
3,612-sq.-ft. – overlooking the creek and walking trails is priced 
at $854,900. 

The largest detached home in Dublin in this category, at 
2,220-sq.-ft. on a 4,653-sq.-ft. lot, is one of the original Dublin 
Ranch properties, built in 2000 and priced at $859,000.

In Pleasanton, two homes in a five-lot Downtown subdivision 
to be built later this year on First Street near Ray Street are listed 
at $849,000 and $889,000. They are both four-bedroom homes 
with two full and two partial bathrooms on very small lots. The 
smaller home is expected to be 1,755 sq.ft., with the larger one 
at 1,912 sq.ft., but subject to final city approval.

Listed at $825,000 is a more traditional home on Las Positas 
Boulevard. This four-bedroom, two-and-a-half-bath house is 2,150 
sq.ft. with a lot size over 7,600 sq.ft. The Pleasanton Meadows 
HOA includes use of the community pool and clubhouse.

A single-story home in “The Gates” is listed at $839,950. This 
1,751-sq.ft. home includes four bedrooms, two baths, a family 
room and inside laundry, on a 7,800-sq.ft. lot.

Built in 1970, a Vintage Hills home on Touriga Drive is the most 
expensive Pleasanton home in this category, listed at $899,000. 
This 1,942-sq.ft. home on a 6,722-sq.ft. lot has a remodeled 
kitchen with maple cabinets and quartz countertops.

Finally, Livermore offers mostly larger homes on larger lots 
than in nearby communities. 

The most affordable is a remodeled mid-century two-story on 
Lido Court, with pool and spa, priced at $800,000. This Sunset 
West home includes four bedrooms and two-and-a-half bathrooms 
in 2,221-sq.ft. on a lot of just over 6,000 sq.ft.

A home on Placer Circle, built in 1991, is priced at $824,000. 
This 1,981-sq.ft. home has four bedrooms and three baths on a 
8,288-sq.ft. lot, and is located near Henry Maitland Park.

Two Livermore homes, both built in 2004, are listed right at 
the median point of $850,000.

Except for price and vintage, they do not have much in com-
mon.

One is a three-bedroom, two-bath single-story with detached 
garage in Dunsmuir. An office could be converted to a fourth 
bedroom, if desired.  The 8,400-sq.ft. lot features a garden area 
with a winding path, a fish pond, plus a patio and gazebo. The 
neighborhood is surrounded by vineyards, and is convenient to 
the labs.

The other is a large five-bedroom, three-bath, solar-powered, 
two-story home located on Baltusrol Court, on the northside of In-
terstate 580. The house includes 2,723 sq.ft. on a lot of 6,526 sq.ft.   

The largest home in this category (2974 sq.ft.) is located on 
nearly one-third of an acre in Pulte Estates off Mines Road. It is 
priced at $885,000. This four-bedroom home includes a bonus 
room, an inground pool and a three-car garage.

Also priced at $885,000 is the country home with five acres 
on North Vasco Road. The five-bedroom ranch-style home was 
built in 1960 and has a newer room added.

The most expensive home in this category is located in old 
South Side, near Downtown Livermore.  Built in 1949, this charm-
ing three-bedroom home on a 14,000-sq.ft. lot has been remodeled 
with new kitchen, skylights and an indoor laundry.

If you are looking to purchase or sell a home in this, or any 
other price range, contact your local Realtor today.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices, Drysdale Properties, in Livermore.
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Just listed! 
A Gem in downtown livermore!

Most desirable opportunity to own a home near Downtown 
Livermore! 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath home, approx 2000sf sited 
on a 1/3 acre lot. The custom home offers a floorplan 
open for entertaining, large windows overlooking beautiful 
outside vignettes— every view is enchanting! Completely 
remodeled with high end materials and attention to 
detail! Fall in love with this truly one-of-a kind property! 

Call Us To Arrange A Private Showing.  Offered at $899,500.

Larry & Kathleen 
Waelde

(925) 321-3169
kathleenwaelde.com
Kathleen@waeldeteam.com
Larrywaelde@yahoo.com

CalBRE#00885285

Livermore Downtown, 
Inc. will host a Foot Golf 
Tournament on March 2 
from 3 to 8 p.m. at the 
Las Positas Golf Course in 
Livermore.

Foot golf involves kick-
ing the ball, rather than us-
ing a club. A soccer ball is 
used instead of a golf ball.  

Las Positas Golf Course 
has officially dedicated a 
nine hole course to the Foot 
Golf craze.

Participants will arrive at 
2:30 p.m. An awards dinner 
will be held starting at 6 
p.m. at Beeb's Sports Bar 
& Grill.

Las Positas Golf Course 
is located at 917 Clubhouse 
Drive in Livermore.

For more information, 
contact Livermore Down-
town Inc. at (925) 373-1795 
or lms@livermoredown-
town.com.

 Entry forms can be 

Sandia National Labora-
tories researchers are the first 
to directly measure hydro-
peroxyalkyl radicals, a class 
of reactive molecules de-
noted as “QOOH.”  They are 
key in the chain of reactions 
that controls the early stages 
of combustion. This break-
through has generated data 
on QOOH reaction rates and 
outcomes that will improve 
the fidelity of models used 
by engine manufacturers to 
create cleaner and more ef-
ficient cars and trucks.

A paper describing the 
work, performed by David 
Osborn, Ewa Papajak, John 
Savee, Craig Taatjes and 
Judit Zádor at Sandia’s Com-
bustion Research Facility, is 
featured in the Feb. 6 edition 
of Science.

Thousands of chemical 
reactions are involved in the 
conversion of a fuel’s chemi-
cal energy into mechanical 
work in an automobile en-
gine. The fleeting molecules 
that initiate, sustain and then 
increase combustion are 
radicals: short-lived mol-
ecules that readily react and 
form new chemical bonds. 
Although many aspects of 
combustion are well estab-
lished, a veil still covers ig-
nition, the early stage of this 
process, and the chemistry 
that determines whether a 
fuel-air mixture will ignite 
rapidly, react slowly or ex-
tinguish.

Decades of research 
worldwide have shown that 
QOOH must be a central 

The Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District is 
ready to add a brand new 
park to the more than 40 
already available in the com-
munity.

Cayetano Park, located 
at the northeast corner of 
Portola Avenue where Isabel 
Avenue turns into Campus 
Hill Drive, offers residents 
a variety of recreation op-
portunities.

The 11.5-acre park, situ-

"Women of Aviation Week: will be celebrated at the Livermore Airport March 2-8.
The celebration is presented by the Airport in conjunction with Women of Aviation 

International. 
A special program will be offered on Wed., March 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 

newly constructed Airport Administration Building, 680 Terminal Circle. The program 
includes presentations by several women pilots, flight instructors, Air Traffic Controllers, 
and others involved in the aviation industry. Locally owned airplanes will be on display

The event celebrates the contributions of women in the field of aviation past and pres-
ent. It promotes aviation as a career choice or recreational hobby for girls and women.

Those attending will have the opportunity to take a quick flight over the City of Liver-
more. Flight space is limited (minimum age 12). Preregistration is requested by Thurs., 
Feb. 26. Walk-ins welcome on a space available basis.

For more information about the event or to register for a flight, contact the Livermore 
Airport at 960-8222 or email smkersh@cityoflivermore.net.

For more information about the International Celebration go to www/womenofavia-
tionweek.org.

A playground and picnic table at Cayetano Park.

Cayetano Park to Have a Grand 
Opening Saturday in No. Livermore

ated on a hill with views, 
features many modern ame-
nities:

• Playground equipment 
for children of all ages, 
including an archaeological 
dig sand area with water fea-
ture, plus shade umbrellas

• Synthetic turf sports 
field with lights and bleach-
ers

•  Dog park with sepa-
rate area for small dogs and 
drinking fountain for dogs

• Barbecue picnic area 
with shade structure and 
universally accessible picnic 
tables

• A blue basketball court 
made with Plexipave, a high-
quality heavy duty surface

• Large grass field area 
for open play

• Restrooms open during 
regular park hours

• Lighted pathways
A grand opening ceremo-

ny for this developer-built 
park will be held at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 28. The 
public is invited to attend. 
For more information, visit 
www.larpd.org or call 925-
373-5700.

Try Your Foot at Golf
found at www.livermore-
downtown.com

Sandia National Laboratories chemist John Savee, left, identified cycloheptadiene 
as the best fuel for creating a detectable QOOH. Sandia computational expert Ewa 
Papajak, right, and her adviser, Judit Zádor, used quantum chemistry to explain the 
mechanism of the reaction. Savee and Papajak appear in front of an instrument, 
the Multiplexed Photoionization Mass Spectrometer in the Advanced Light Source 
at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, that took direct measurements. (Photo by 
David Osborn)

connection in the network 
of ignition reactions. Re-
searchers learned this by 
studying the products of 
ignition chemistry, looking 
at this web of reactions from 
its perimeter and working 
inward, gradually deducing 
the nature of the “reactive 
intermediate” molecules that 
must lie at the center.

Nearly 10 years ago, 
Sandia researchers de-
signed a new instrument, 
the Multiplexed Photoion-
ization Mass Spectrometer 
(MPIMS), to directly probe 
all kinds of intermediates, 
including the species that 
are at the center of important 
webs of reactions. In 2012, 
the Sandia team, together 
with colleagues from the 
University of Manchester 
and Bristol University in 
England used the MPIMS 
to directly measure reaction 
rates and products of the 
“Criegee intermediate,” a 
crucial reactive molecule 
in the web of reactions that 
occur in atmospheric chem-
istry.

Even with processes and 
tools in place, creative think-
ing was still called for. There 
was  a specialized strategy to 
create enough QOOH radi-
cals to detect, and to deter-
mine the spectral fingerprint 
of a QOOH molecule, so that 
it would be recognized if it 
were created.

Chemist John Savee 
came up with that strategy. 
Putting his knowledge of 
combustion chemistry to 

work, Savee helped pinpoint 
the best fuel for producing a 
detectable QOOH. 

\For the direct measure-
ments, the team moved the 
MPIMS to the Advanced 
Light Source, a synchrotron 
user facility at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Labora-
tory. The intense tunable 
light created by the syn-
chrotron allowed the team to 
measure spectral fingerprints 
of molecules, deducing the 
particular arrangement of 
atoms that gives a molecule 
its identity.

They confirmed that the 
spectrum of the radical they 
observed matched that pre-
dicted by Papajak and Zádor, 
showing that it was in fact a 
QOOH molecule, rather than 
some other possible arrange-
ment of the same atoms. 
Once again, the coupling of 
experimental results with 
computational verification 
gave the team confidence 
that they had detected and 
were measuring QOOH.

The researchers acknowl-
edged there is still much to 
do to create a complete and 
accurate model of ignition or 
atmospheric oxidation. For 
example, measurements of 
other, more reactive QOOH 
species will be important for 
predicting ignition and oxi-
dation behavior of a range 
of fuels.

This research was funded 
by the Office of Basic En-
ergy Sciences within the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Office of Science.

Airport to Celebrate Women of Aviation

Direct Measurement of Key Molecule 
Will Increase Accuracy of Models
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The timeless story of siblings Lucy, Edmund, Susan, and Peter 
and the magical world of Narnia will be presented live on stage at the 
Firehouse Arts Center Theater in Pleasanton.  

The youth theater production opens Friday, March 6, and plays 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday through March 15.  This is the sixth 
production presented by the City of Pleasanton Civic Arts Stage 
Company in partnership with the award-winning Bay Area Children’s 
Theatre.

Often described as a “high fantasy novel” for children, The Lion, 
The Witch, and The Wardrobe is the first book in The Chronicles of 
Narnia series, written by C.S. Lewis. It was first published in 1950.  

The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe: Narnia 

Comes to the Firehouse

(continued on page 2)

By Carol Graham
Though he coveted the part of 

Captain Dimples, Klay Kunkel 
knew better. 

"If I had my way, and in a way 
I did," says the actor and co-
director, "I would have wanted to 
play Captain Dimples, 'your local 
neighborhood hero whose cape 
is so thin it flaps in the wind, 
whose heroic stare turns enemy 
into friend, whose muscles break 
necks with one snap and a bend!' 

"But since I am a responsible 
director, along with my co-direc-
tor Lea Blevins, we know not to 
take the best parts for ourselves.  
We know to give them to those 

who are best suited for the roles 
and who will ultimately give the 
best performances. That's what is 
happening here - we have a great 
cast who embody these charac-
ters and will have the audiences 
coming back for more." 

Kunkel is referring to the Su-
nol Repertory Theatre's hilarious 
production, "How the Other Half 
Dies." It opens Saturday, March 
7th, followed by six Friday and 
Saturday night performances 
through March 28th. 

In the vibrant valley - on 
the outskirts of one of the most 
cosmopolitan, dynamic cities 
in the world - Sunol Repertory 

Theatre (SRT) is a company that 
not only holds its own, but shines 
as brilliantly as - if more quirkily 
than - the region's other myriad 
theatrical ensembles.  Now in its 
34th season, SRT offers the rare 
combination of live theater that 
manages to be intimate, excel-
lent, affordable and an absolute 
blast. 

"I would describe How the 
Other Half Dies as a wacky com-
edy that parodies more traditional 
murder mysteries," says Blevins, 
whose turn as a snooty French 
hotel clerk in last year's produc-
tion was positively delicious, and 

(continued on page 6)

Sunol Rep to Stage Parody of a 
Mystery, 'How the Other Half Dies' 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Rehearsing one of the scenes are (back) Donna Blevins as Officer Krisht; (n the sofa) Irv Tiessen as 
Mr. X and (on the phone) Patty Balch as Sybil Chasteen.

Trees of Narnia
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The Valley Concert 
Chorale will perform the 
beautiful and moving Fauré 
Requiem among other mu-
sical selection for its March 
concerts. 

Performances will take 
place at 7:30 p.m. on Sat., 
March 14 at Trinity Luther-
an Church,1225 Hopyard 
Rd., Pleasanton; and at 3 
p.m. on Sun., March 15 at 
First Presbyterian Church, 
2020 Fifth Street, Liver-
more (at 4th and L streets)

 “One of the great 
masterworks of all time, 
Gabriel Faure's ever popu-
lar, serene and peaceful 
Requiem is an elegant, 
graceful, and tender 
composition,” says Artistic 
Director and Conductor 
John Emory Bush. “It is 
filled with lovely sounds 
that strive to bring comfort 
and promise.” 

 A short requiem lasting 
35 minutes, is written for 
orchestra, organ, mixed 
chorus and two soloists, 
soprano and baritone, and 
performed in Latin. It con-
sists of seven movements, 
the most famous of which 
is the central soprano aria 
Pie Jesu. 

 Fauré’s Requiem has 
been described as a con-
templative work that offers 
clear and simple textures, 
drawing the listener into 

Readers’ Theater 
featuring “A Good Year” 
performed by Shake-
speare’s Associates will 
be held on Thursday, 
February 26, 7:00pm at 
the Livermore Civic Cen-
ter Library. 

Readers’ Theater of 
Shakespeare’s Associates 
reenacts the funny and 
lighthearted adventures 
of Max Skinner as he 
leaves London to become 
a gentleman winemaker 
in Provence.  

As his professional 
life collapses around 
him, Skinner receives 
notice that he has inher-
ited a farmhouse and 
vineyard in Provence. 
Max abandons the world 
of finance and sets off 
to become a gentleman 
winemaker in France. 
Once there, Max takes in 
the local scenery and the 
local women.  But Max 
soon realizes that the 
wine label he inherited, 
Le Griffon, is virtually 
undrinkable, and he has 
to find a solution to the 
problems inherent in 
producing a wine that 
nobody wants to drink.  

Volunteers from 
Shakespeare’s Associates 
offer this readers’ theater 
rendition of “A Good 
Year,” directed by Donna 
Blevins.

This event is part of 
Livermore Reads To-
gether 2015, a communi-
ty-wide reading pro-
gram sponsored by The 
Friends of the Livermore 
Library. 

The library is located 
at 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave. For information, 
call 373-5500.

There is no admission 
charge.

the magic and mystical 
power of music. This Re-
quiem is filled with beauti-
ful melodies that capture 
the proper mood of the text 
making it a favorite among 
choral singers.

 Also featured in the 
concerts will be the music 
of acclaimed Norwegian 
composer Ola Gjeilo's. The 
work has been performed 
in over 30 countries. At age 
36, this rising star is one 
of today’s "hottest" choral 
composers. Recordings 
of his music have hit the 
top of the charts includ-
ing that of Billboard and 
Gramaphone. Described by 
American Record Guide, 
his "plush and ecstatic 
music is irresistible". He is 
described as “one of those 
young composers who 
writes choral music in an 
approachable idiom.”

 Adds Bush, “I can't 
imagine any music lover 
not being enchanted with 
this music.”

Inspired by film music, 
his works are lush, warm 
and exuberant. The Chorale 
will be joined by string 
quartet and piano for 
Gjeilo's Luminous Nights 
of the Soul, The Ground 
and Serenity across the 
Vast Eternal Sky. 

Accompanying the Cho-
rale for the March concerts 

will be organist Jerome 
Lenk and pianist Daniel 
Glover.

Tickets are $20 in ad-
vance and $25 at the door. 
High school and college 
students $10 with valid 
student ID. Children are 
free. Advance tickets may 
be ordered by visiting the 
Chorale’s website at www.
valleyconcertchorale.org, 
or by calling the Chorale’s 
information number at 
(925) 866-4003 to order 
tickets

The children are sent 
to a dreary country estate 
in the British countryside 
to escape the bombing 
of London during World 
War II.  While exploring, 
they discover an ordinary-
looking wardrobe, which 
is actually a passageway 
to the magical kingdom of 
Narnia, where the White 
Witch rules, animals speak, 
time stands still, and the 
arrival of the children 
fulfills an ancient prophecy. 

Director Rachel Robinson 
calls LWW “…perhaps one 
of the most timeless stories 
in our canon.”

While on the surface it 
is a wonderful adventure 
story, LWW also wrestles 
with important questions 
of childhood, such as: How 
far would you go to protect 
your sibling?  Who wins in 
the battle of good vs. evil?  

Rachel Robinson 
directs, joined again by 
Salim Razawi as Assistant 

Director.  The production 
is double cast, with the two 
casts appropriately named 
the Magnificent Cast and 
the Valiant Cast. Each is 
comprised of twenty young 
actors who range in age 
from 9-16.  

“One of the beautiful 
things about producing 
this play with young actors 
is that they bring fresh 
perspectives and energy to 
the tale,” notes Robinson.  
“I was also particularly 

excited about this play 
because the four main 
protagonists are actually 
age appropriate roles for 
our actors.  As usual, we 
were impressed by the 
level of talent and profes-
sionalism at the auditions.  
We were fortunate to have 
an abundance of excellent 
options when casting, and 
ended up with a wonderful 
blend of new and returning 
students.” 

Show dates are March 6 

through March 15.  Curtain 
time Fridays and Saturdays 
at 7:30 p.m., and matinees 
Saturdays and Sundays at 
2:00 p.m.  Tickets are $10, 
$15, $18, with child and 
senior discounts available. 
Tickets can be purchased 
online at www.firehouse-
arts.org, by calling 931-
4848, and in person at the  
Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.   

 
 

Valley Concert Chorale to 
Perform Fauré Requiem

 

Pictured are (top 
r ight)  Jerome 
Lenk and (lower 
photo)  Daniel 
Glover.

NARNIA
(continued from front page)

Readers' 
Theater 

Presentation 
of 'A Good' 

Year Set
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BUY TICKETS 
call  925.373.6800     

click  bankheadtheater.org      

come by  2400 First Street, Livermore

The Intergalactic Nemesis
TARGET EARTH:  
A LIVE-ACTION GRAPHIC NOVEL
Sat FEB 28 8pm

Cirque Zuma Zuma 
ASTONISHING AFRICAN ACROBATICS
Thu MAR 5 7:30pm

Riders In The Sky 
AMERICA’S FAVORITE COWBOYS
Fri MAR 6 8pm

Official Blues Brothers Revue
PRESENTED BY: DAN AYKROYD & JUDY BELUSHI
Sat MAR 7 8pm

Lucia di Lammermoor
LIVERMORE VALLEY OPERA
Sat MAR 14, 21 7:30pm
Sun MAR 15, 22 2pm

An Evening with Marthe Cohn
BEHIND ENEMY LINES: 
A FRENCH JEWISH SPY IN NAZI GERMANY
Tue MAR 17 7:30pm

Let All Mortal Flesh:
  A Musical Journey In  
 Celebration Of  
  Orthodox Lent

The Yale Russian ChoRus

Saturday, March 7, 2015 • 7pm
at First Presbyterian Church
2020 Fifth Street, Livermore, CA

Tickets:
Adults $20 / Student $10 /  
Seniors $15 / Children 12 & Under: Free

Hosted by:  St. Innocent Orthodox Church of Livermore
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/1152925

Known as “America’s 
Favorite Cowboys,” the 
Riders In The Sky makes a 
return visit to the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore this 
March. 

Holding true to the 
tradition and spirit of Gene 
Autry and Roy Rogers, 
Riders In The Sky serve up 
traditional western har-
monies while adding their 
own down-home country 
charisma and comedic flair. 

Riders In The Sky first 
performed at the Bankhead 
Theater during the venue’s 
inaugural season in 2008, 
and return to Livermore for 
one night only on Friday, 
March 6, 2015. 

More than 30 years after 
their first appearance at a 
small bar in Nashville, the 
original members of Riders 
in the Sky are still together, 
revitalizing classic cow-
boy music while amusing 
audiences – and each other 
– with their wacky sense 
of humor. Taking the stage 
with their colorful and 
distinctive Western garb, 
they combine their take on 
much-loved songs, from 
“Tumbling Tumbleweeds,” 
to “Home on the Range” 
and “Rawhide,” with an old 
style approach to entertain-
ment that appeals to all 
ages. 

The quartet includes 
guitarist Ranger Doug, bass 
player Too Slim, accordi-
onist Joey “the CowPolka 
King,” and fiddle player 
Woody Paul whose voice, 
and special gift for yodel-
ing, helps bring them all 
together. The Riders repre-
sent a wide range of back-
grounds, not all of them 
exclusively musical. Paul 
Chrisman (Woody Paul), 
who joined the Riders 
shortly after they formed 
in 1977, might well have 
been coming to Livermore 
as a scientist instead, if his 

life had taken a different 
path. Although he learned 
to play the fiddle, banjo and 
guitar while growing up in 
Nashville, Chrisman earned 
a doctorate in theoretical 
plasma physics from the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, before decid-
ing he would really rather 
spend all his time fiddling. 
Since then, he has more 
than earned a different title: 
“King of the Cowboy Fid-
dlers.”  

Over the years, Riders 
in the Sky have racked up 
some special honors. They 
were inducted into the 
Grand Ol’ Opry in 1982 
and are the only west-
ern band to have won a 
Grammy Award, an honor 
they have achieved twice. 
In 2001 they received the 
award Best Musical Album 

for Children for “Woody’s 
Round-Up,” featuring mu-
sic from the Pixar Studios 
movie Toy Story 2, and 
again in 2003 for “Scream 
Factory Favorites,” the 
companion CD for Mon-
sters Inc. 

Riders In The Sky have 
appeared at the Bankhead 
several times, most recently 
in 2011 in conjunction with 

Livermore Rodeo weekend 
when LVPAC Presents 
typically offers a western-
themed performance. 

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office, 
on-line at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

Riders in the Sky Bring the Old West Alive in Song 

Riders in the Sky project the Cowboy Way.
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Las Positas College Mu-
sic Department will host 
the San Francisco Conser-
vatory of Music Chamber 
Orchestra in a concert to 
be presented at 2 p.m. on 
Sun., March 1.

The public is invited to 
attend the concert, which 
will be held  at the Barbara 
Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 
Campus Hill Drive, Liver-
more.  Admission is free. 
No tickets are necessary.  

Scott Sandmeier con-
ducts Mozart's Symphony 
No. 36 in C Major, "Linz," 
and Jolivet's Concerto for 
Flute and String Orchestra 
featuring flutist William 
Cedeño, winner of SFCM's 
concerto competition for 

by Sarah Bobson
Livermore-Amador 

Symphony’s second 
concert of its fifty-second 
season, “Young Love," was 
a belated Valentine’s Day 
gift to the sold-out audi-
ence that attended Saturday 
night’s performance at the 
Bankhead Theater in Liver-
more. The evening was 
a delight from beginning 
to end. However, the real 
stars were Vincent Liu and 
Misha Galant, winners of 
the Symphony’s 2014-2015 
Competition for Young 
Musicians, and, oddly 
enough, intermission en-
tertainment provided by a 
group called Element 116.

The program presented 
five works, three symphon-
ic pieces interspersed with 
two exceedingly difficult 
piano concertos. With the 
exception of a French and 
an Italian composer, the 
Russians dominated the 
evening, yet the theme of 
“young love” tied them to-
gether. All of the compos-
ers were young when they 
composed their pieces, and 
almost all of the pieces 
were about love. 

Mr. Liu, a sophomore 
at Dougherty Valley High 
School in San Ramon, 
played the piano solo for 
the second offering on the 
program, the first move-
ment of the demanding 
Piano Concerto No. 2 in G 
Minor, Opus 16, by Sergei 
Prokofiev. This techni-
cally difficult piece, which 
premiered in 1913 when 
the composer was 22, digs 
deep into the depths of the 
soul and requires musical 
color ranging from light-
infused, bell-like tones to 
harsh, dark, heavy dis-
sonance. It opens quietly 
with strings and clarinet 
playing a two-bar staccato 
theme of unforgiving fate. 
But it’s in the cadenza, 
marked colossale, that the 
pianist is required to have 

Review

“Young Love” - a Delight from Beginning to End
herculean power, stamina, 
and coordination. 

Ms. Webber, the new 
Music Director and Con-
ductor of the Livermore-
Amador Symphony, 
explained during her 
charming and spirited pre-
concert talk that a pianist 
needs three or four hands 
to play the cadenza, written 
in three staffs across the 
musical page. Mr. Liu, 
alas with only two hands,  
played as though he had 
four. With a diffident, 
on-stage demeanor, he, 
nevertheless, possessed un-
nerving control and power 
as he navigated his way 
not only through the subtle 
tones but also the fortis-
simo runs across the upper 
four octaves of the piano, 
kept in rhythm by a leaping 
left-hand accompaniment. 
For an encore, he played 
Franz Liszt's La Campan-
ella.

Misha Galant, a 
17-year-old junior at Cali-
fornia High School in San 
Ramon, performed the solo 
in the next-to-last piece 
on the program, the finale 
to the Piano Concerto No. 
3 in D Minor, Opus 30, 
composed by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky when he was 
25. It was the highlight of 
the evening, due mainly 
to the extraordinary skill 
of this polished performer. 
Mr. Galant, who has stud-
ied piano with his mother 
Olya Katsman since he was 
6, displayed a confidence 
and composure one doesn’t 
always expect to see in 
one so young. From the 
moment he walked onto 
the stage, sat down at the 
piano, and nodded to the 
conductor to begin, it was 
evident he had total com-
mand of his performance. 
The Piano Concerto No. 3 
has the reputation of being 
one of the most technically 
challenging piano concer-
tos in the standard classical 

repertoire. 
Ms. Webber said during 

the pre-concert talk that 
many pianists, older and 
more seasoned than Mr. 
Galant, have refused to 
play it because it is just 
too difficult. However, Mr. 
Galant, with an intrepid 
youthful spirit and the dra-
matic flourish of a Russian 
soul, scaled the massive 
chords, cascading and leap-
ing octaves, high-speed 
runs, dense counterpoint, 
and embellished textures. 
For an encore, he played 
William Bolcom’s ragtime 
fantasy Serpent’s Kiss, 
which included tapping 
on the piano and clucking 
with his tongue.

During intermission, 
Element 116, composed 
mainly of local middle 
school students and led by 
Matt Finders, renowned 
jazz musician and com-
poser, charmed patrons 
with several jazz numbers. 
With patrons crowded 
around them in the lobby, 
they played Basin Street 
Blues, Blue Skies, Harlem 
Nocturne, Tequila, and In 
a Mellow Tone. The group 
is named after Livermore’s 
own element, Livermo-
rium.

The Livermore-Amador 
Symphony played three 
solo pieces: The Overture 
to The Barber of Seville 
by Gioachino Rossini, the 
Romeo and Juliet Fantasy-
Overture by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky, and Claire de 
lune by Claude Debussy. 

Rossini was just 24 in 
1816 when he premiered 
his opera buffa, a confec-
tionary romp involving 
the young love of Count 
Almaviva and a rich young 
ward named Rosina. Inter-
estingly, the overture didn’t 
contain any melodies or 
themes found in the rest of 
the opera because it was 
not written for this opera. 
When Rossini discovered 

at the last minute that he 
lacked an overture, he 
recycled material from two 
previous works, Aureliano 
in Palmira, written in 1813, 
and Elisabetta, Regina 
d’Inghilterra, written in 
1815. The Barber over-
ture succeeded, however, 
because it captured the 
spirit of the story, that and 
the fact that the function 
of an opera overture back 
then was to accommodate 
noisy latecomers to the 
theater. Rossini got away 
with his self-plagiarism 
because people didn’t have 
victrola records, radios, 
or telephones, and operas 
were presented in different 
cities. He never could have 
gotten away with that stunt 
today, with the immediate 
availability of download-
able songs and albums 
and YouTube videos. This 
community orchestra made 
a valiant effort to play the 

frenzied, spirited tempos. 
They ended on a high note, 
however, by rendering a 
robust finish.

Clair de lune, which 
Debussy began compos-
ing when he was 28 years 
old, offered a change of 
pace, and a breather, both 
for musicians and audience 
alike. Translated as “moon-
light” and based on a poem 
by Paul Verlaine, it is not 
widely recognized that 
this great romantic stand-
alone is actually the third 
movement of a suite for 
solo piano entitled Suite 
bergamasque. The quietest 
piece on the program, a 
musical picture of moon-
light and love painted with 
luscious tones and delicate 
sonorities and ethereal 
melancholy, it seemed well 
suited to the orchestra.

The program closed 
with the Romeo and Juliet 
Fantasy-Overture, which 

Tchaikovsky premiered 
when he was 30. The final 
version of this symphonic 
poem in sonata form, with 
a chorale-like introduction 
and an epilogue, contains 
three themes that reflect 
the plot of the Shakespeare 
play. The first theme intro-
duces with foreboding Fri-
ar Laurence, who figures 
prominently in secretly 
marrying the young couple 
and then giving Juliet the 
potion that will simulate 
her death. The second 
theme symbolizes the war-
ring Capulets and Mon-
tagues, with a sword fight 
depicted by percussion 
exchanges and crashing 
cymbals. This is followed 
by the third theme, love, 
which paints the couple’s 
yearning and passion that 
ultimately ends in their 
death. For an encore, the 
orchestra played Edward 
Elgar’s Salut d’Amour.

woodwinds, brass and per-
cussion. The program also 
includes "The Lover," a 
song that Sibelius included 
in his Rakastava Suite after 
originally composing it for 
men's choir.

Founded in 1917, the 
San Francisco Conserva-
tory of Music is the oldest 
conservatory in the Ameri-
can West and has earned an 
international reputation for 
producing musicians of the 
highest caliber. Conserva-
tory faculty and students 
give nearly 500 public 
performances each year, 
most of which are free. 
Its community outreach 
programs serve more than 
1,600 school children and 
more than 11,000 members 
of the wider community 

who are otherwise unable 
to hear live performances.  

The Las Positas College 
Music program shares this 
passion with our own com-
mitment to our students 
and their professional 
training. The Las Positas 
Music major offers a se-
cure foundation for further 
study in music. Courses 
in the Music Department 
are designed to fulfill the 
needs of music majors, 
professional musicians, 
and those whose interest is 
avocational or recreational. 
Together, with programs 
such as SFCM and LPC, 
students in the Bay Area 
have a unique opportunity 
to expand and develop as 
artists.

Public Invited to Hear San Francisco 
Conservatory Chamber Orchestra to 

Perform at Las Positas College
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The Las Positas College (LPC) Health and Wellness 
center has coordinated a community effort to educate and 
empower teens and young adults with the knowledge and 
tools to use to keep them safe and to watch out for each other. 

The Livermore Joint Unified School District, the Tri-
Valley Haven, and LPC will be hosting a high school 
performance and a college performance titled: Are You 
Getting the Signal?" 

The play explores how social pressures, gender stereo-
types, unrealistic fantasies, and false preconceptions all 
contribute to the tensions often found in dating. The play 
encourages the audience to provide solutions for creating 
safer and healthier interpersonal relationships.

Presented by Catharsis Productions, the performances 
will be held on March 4 from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Livermore 
High School Theater, 600 Maple Street, and on March 5th 
from  6-7:30 p.m. at Last Positas College in the Barbara F. 
Mertes Center for the Arts, 3000 Campus Hill Drive, both 
in Livermore.

For more information, please contact Dayna Barbero at 
(925) 424-1830 or dbarbero@laspositascollege.edu.

The Livermore Public Library will host a fun perfor-
mance of some of Dr. Seuss’ classic stories on Monday, 
March 2, 2015 at 4pm at the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. 
Livermore Ave.  

Professional actor Duffy Hudson put  on a show featur-
ing  favorite tales written by Dr. Seuss to celebrate  111th 
birthday. There is no admission charge.

For further information, please call 925-373-5504, or 
visit the library’s website www.livermorelibrary.net. 

                                                     

Livermore Public Library is offering an opportunity for 
teens to share their artistic talent with local artists and the 
Livermore community by sponsoring the 2015 Teen Art 
Exposition and Competition. 

The library invites Livermore middle school and high 
school students to submit artwork on this year’s theme 
Impact! Make Your Mark with Art!

Livermore residents in sixth through twelfth grades are 
invited to submit an original piece of art. Works eligible for 
the exhibit are limited to 2D visual media in the following 
categories: (1) painting: watercolor or acrylics; (2) drawing: 
pencil, pen, ink, or pastels; and (3) photography: digital or 
traditional film.  Entries will be accepted from 10:00 a.m., 
Monday, March 2, 2015 through 5:00 p.m., Friday, March 
27, 2015 at the Civic Center Library. 

Art work will be judged in each category at two levels, 
Level 1: 6th-8th grade, and Level 2: 9th -12th grade. Rib-
bons will be awarded for Best of Show, Best in Class, and 
Honorable Mention. 

Students may enter one art piece either as an individual 
or as part of  a team. All artists are limited to one submittal 
only; participants may not enter as part of a team and as an 
individual. All artwork must be framed and/or matted with 
a hanging system.

Teen artwork will be on display during the library’s 
regular hours from 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, April 1 through 

5:00 p.m., Thursday, April 30, 2015 in the Civic Center Li-
brary Art Gallery.  Artwork will be shown as space allows. 
The community is invited to attend the Artist’s Reception 
that will take place Wednesday evening on April 15, 2015 
from 7:00pm to 8:00pm in Community Rooms of the Civic 
Center Library.     

For more information and to access entry forms, please 
visit TEEN SPACE on the Livermore Public Library’s web-
site at www.livermorelibrary.net or contact Jennifer Mosel 
at 373-5576. The Civic Center Library is located at 1188 
South Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 

Young Artists Invited to Submit Entries in Teen Art Competition

Dr. Seuss's Characters Come 
Alive at the Library 

Special Program: 'Are You 
Getting the Signal?' 

Looks at Dating Issues
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Thousands of movies, television shows, music albums 
and audiobooks are now available to library cardholders 
of the Pleasanton Public Library through a new partner-
ship with hoopla digital. Hoopla digital is a service of 
Midwest Tape – a trusted partner to public libraries for 
over 20 years.

Pleasanton library card holders can download the free 
hoopla digital mobile app at the Apple App Store or the 
Google Play Store for use on Android or IOS devices. 
Then, visit hoopladigital.com to download thousands of 
titles – from major Hollywood studios, record companies 
and publishers – available to borrow 24/7, for instant 
streaming or temporary downloading to their smart-
phones, tablets and computers.

“We are very excited to provide Hoopla to our pa-
trons,” said Wendy Kimsey, who coordinated the program 
at the Pleasanton Library. “Hoopla allows our patrons to 
check out up to ten items per month from thousands of 
titles, with no holds or late fees.”

Hoopla will add hundreds of titles each month to the 
library catalog and offerings to patrons will continue to 
increase and can be searched from home.  

The public will find current popular titles as well as 
award-winning selections. For more information or as-
sistance, please contact the Pleasanton Public Library at 
(925) 931-3400, extension 4.

“Ragin’ Cajun, a carnival style event,  includes Samba 
dancers, music, a gourmet dinner, live and silent auctions, 
and more. It will be held on  Friday, March 6, 2015, 6 to 
11 p.m. at Casa Real at Ruby Hill Winery, 410 Vineyard 
Avenue, Pleasanton.

“Ragin’ Cajun” is the annual fundraiser event for the 
Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies Foundation, which pro-
vides cancer patients in the East Bay Tri-Valley area with 
financial assistance for complementary healing services 
during the course of their chemotherapy and/or radiation 

The Friends of Dublin Library, Inc. will hold the 
spring used book and media sale at the Library March 6 
through 8.

Fri., March 6 will be members only night from 6 to 8 
p.m. Memberships will be available starting at 5:30 p.m.

The sale continues on Sat., March 7 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

Sun., March 8 from 1 to 4 p.m. has been designated 
Bag Day. Fill a paper bag (provided) for $4.00  Bag Day 
Special: ½ off on selected audio-visual, vintage and spe-
cially priced items.

Bargain books and audio-visual materials will be avail-
able at the semi-annual Used Book Sale. Most prices are 
$1 or less. Funds from sales go towards purchasing the 
Library's materials and supporting its programs.

The sale features specially priced books, new or of 
extra value; vintage books; a teacher materials section, 
and Sunday specials at half off selected items.

 More information is available on the Library's website 
at www.aclibrary.org, the Friends’ website at www.dub-
linfriends.org, or call the Library at 925-803-7252. The 
Library is wheelchair accessible.

It is located at 200 Civic Plaza in Dublin.

Pleasanton Library Partners 
with Hoopla to Offer Online 
and Mobile Access to Free 

Movies/TV, Music, and More

Friends of Dublin Library 
Book Sale Scheduled

therapy that are not covered by insurance.
Tickets are available online at http://www.healingther-

apiesfoundation.org or by calling (866) 862-7270. 
Live auction items include the following: Bodega Bay 

Getaway,  The Art of Mixology, and Puerto Los Cabos 
Hilltop Oasis. 

Silent auction items include a Rancho Grande Taqueria 
Party, an Evening of Bourbon Tasting, Disneyland tickets, 
local winery tours, and local theater tickets and an extra 
special wine lovers raffle.  

Special Auction Items Add to Carnival Style Fundraiser  

who this year plays Hys-
terical Victim.  "This show 
is full of crazy characters 
who are constantly running 
on and off stage adding 
to the chaos of the main 
character's important day. 
There are so many funny 
bits that the play never 
really stops to slow down; 
there's constantly some-
thing new and nutty going 
on. This play has a lot of 
absurd humor, so we just 
took it and ran with it."

What both Blevins and 
Kunkel understand is that 
for a farce to work, it must 
be impeccably-acted and  
perfectly-timed while ap-
pearing effortless and hap-
penstance. It is a style SRT 
has mastered.  Beginning 
in 1982, SRT performed 
melodramas that celebrated 
Sunol's train-town heritage 
for three decades before 
branching out to include 
murder-mystery parodies.   

"How the Other Half 
Dies is a fast-paced 
comedy that has quick 
one liners, puns, a dead 
body on the sofa, bum-
bling detectives, a Jack the 
Ripper copycat (played by 
Kunkel) and a low self-
esteemed heroine right out 
of Leave it to Beaver," says 
Kunkel.  "Expect guest ap-

pearances from the famous 
and not so famous that we 
toss in, stir like an upside-
down pineapple cake, and 
serve to the audience for a 
night to remember."

In How the Other Half 
Dies, social climber Sybil 
Chasteen longs to become 
a member of Harriet Ham-
mer’s posh country club, 
and invites Harriet to a 
formal dinner party the 
same day she discovers a 
dead body in the trunk of 
her new car. While Sybil 
waits impatiently for the 
authorities, the corpse sits 
propped up on her sofa as 
the list of murder suspects 
grows. The police, dis-
tracted by a cat in a tree 
and the Jack the Ripper 
copycat, finally arrive only 
to find Sybil’s life spiraling 
recklessly out of control in 
this door-slamming, phone-
ringing, ridiculously fun 
murder-mystery parody.

Although the play was 
written by Eddie McPher-
son to be set in modern 
times, Blevins and Kunkel 
added their own spin.  

"We decided to set the 
play in the 1950s making 
it more fun visually, both 
with sets and costumes," 
says Blevins.  "Klay and I 
spent Christmas Eve day 

driving around San Fran-
cisco, from the Financial 
District to the Richmond 
District and everywhere in 
between, picking up retro 
furniture for the set.  We 
then collaborated with our 
set and costume designer 
Patti Balch to bring in 
many more elements from 
the 'atomic' era.  Audience 
members will enjoy seeing 
the vintage look of the 
sets and costumes. We've 
had visitors stop by and 
mention how the set pieces 
remind them of things 
from their childhood living 
rooms. It's fun to create 
that nostalgia for people."

In light of the talented 
actors' spot-on perfor-
mances and the dishy sets 
and costumes, it's remark-
able that tickets cost just 
$15, making high-quality 
theater affordable to all and 
opening the door for whole 
families to enjoy together.  
Tickets can be purchased 
online, by phone, or at 
the door; however, some 
shows are selling out fast, 
so reserving seats at the 
144-seat theater is recom-
mended.  

Performances both take 
place at the Sunol Glen 
School theater, located at 
11601 Main Street, and 

benefit the K-8 public 
school that educates around 
250 students annually.  
Over its 33-year history, 
SRT has donated $130,000 
to the school. 

 All performances 
start at 8 p.m., with doors 
opening at 7:30.  Refresh-
ments will be available at 
intermission, serving as 
fundraisers for local groups 
such as The Little Brown 
Church, 4H Girls and Boy 
Scouts School Community 
Group.   

"It's such a neat experi-
ence putting together 
a show for community 
theater," adds Blevins. "No 
one is getting paid; we're 
all doing it just because we 
love theater and want to 
help raise funds for the Su-
nol Glen School.  It takes 
a special group of people 
to make this happen, and 
there's a lot of passion put 
into this show. Everyone 
comes together for three 
crazy busy months for the 
same cause or goal, and we 
get to share it with family, 
friends and the community 
as a whole. It's an exciting 
experience. There's nothing 
quite like it. "

For tickets or more 
information, visit www.
sunol.net/srt/

MYSTERY PARODY
(continued from front page)
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The Harrington Gal-
lery at the Firehouse Arts 
Center's next major exhibi-
tion, “Order & Chaos,” 
will combine and contrast 
abstract art works by eight 
Bay Area artists. The artists 
create   in a wide variety of 
media, including photog-
raphy, painting, organic 
sculpture, and collage. 

A free opening recep-
tion, with many of the 
artists, will be held on 
Wednesday, March 11, 
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in 
the Harrington Gallery.  
Light refreshments will be 
served.  Guests are wel-
come to come explore the 
exhibit, and ask questions 
and chat with the artists.

The idea for the exhibi-
tion came from a proposal 
by the loosely knit South 
Bay artists’ collective 
“Abstract 7,” according to 
Harrington Gallery Direc-
tor Julie Finegan.  “In the 
process of curating the 
installation, I decided to 
invite 3-D artist Melissa 
Woodburn to show her 
sculpture, which I thought 
would complement all the 
wall work in the exhibit,” 
continued Finegan. 

The term “abstract” 
in art circles generally 
means simply that there is 
minimal-to-no reference 

 Melissa Woodburn – 
“Undulate Vessel” 

Rajiv Khilnani – “Danger Land” 

Karen Wong – “Line Dance”

Yao-pi Hsu –  
“Floating in Space”

to the visual world as we 
generally experience it.  
Elements such as texture, 
color (or lack of it), con-
trast (or lack of it), and line 
often become key to the 
works.  The visual “lan-
guage” of abstract art often 
becomes one of emotion or 
visceral response.  Con-
versely, abstract art is also 
often intellectualized and 
uber-analyzed, as view-
ers hunt for metaphor and 
meaning.  It’s lots of fun. 

The Abstract 7 posit 
the following (excerpted) 
artist’s statement: “At the 
corner of chaos we find 
order…One may choose to 
bring order to chaos by im-
posing balance and rhythm, 
designing a path for the 
viewer to see beyond 
paint.  Another may choose 
to bring chaos to order, 
compelled to defy conven-
tions of beauty that restrict 
artistic vision.”

Santa Clara printmaker 
Donna Orme experiments 
with chine colle, creating 
collage using acrylic skin 
and collagraphs on styrene 
and/or polycarbonate 
sheets.

Using a limited range 
of color, Sunnyvale acrylic 
artist Rajiv Khilnani is 
influenced by forms, tex-
tures, and design elements 

found in architecture, 
clothing, and nature.

San Francisco’s Vera 
Tchikovani moved from 
landscape art to using color 
to “communicate with the 
viewer on a different level, 
allowing them to make 
their own interpretations.”

Painter Karen Wong 
of Los Altos uses layer-
ing of texture and color in 
an attempt to capture the 
essence of constant move-
ment found in the natural 
world.

Bio sciences researcher 
Yao-pi Hsu of Santa Clara 
asserts that her background 
informs her exploration of 
photographic subjects.

Saratoga painter and 
paper-folding artist James 
Ong says that “making art 
is my mediation… (while 
doing art) I am in the pres-
ent moment, open to the 
possibilities.”

Belinda Lima of Cuper-
tino paints and ‘collages,’ 
creating semi-abstract 
cityscapes incorporating 
her love of texture, pattern, 
shapes, and color. 

Melissa Woodburn of 
San Rafael creates intrigu-
ing sculptural ‘vessels’ 
with a weaving process us-
ing pine needs and adding 
glazed ceramic elements.

The Harrington Gallery 

is located inside the Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton, Calif.  Gallery hours 
are Wednesday through 
Saturday, noon-5 p.m., 
Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 

and one hour before most 
performances and during 
intermissions.  Admission 
for this exhibit is free. 
Donations are gratefully 
accepted.

 

Abstract Works Shown 
in 'Order & Chaos'

Limited Space Available!

Get In To Our Exciting Summer Workshops  
& Pursue Your Passion for Music
Our instructors hold degrees from Juilliard,  

Yale and European Conservatories.

Join our list of award-winning students!

Call TOdaY! (925) 462-5400
4430-m Willow Road, Pleasanton, CA
www.newworldmusicacademy.com
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at six busi-
nesses in the Pleasanton - Dublin 
Area. Viewing locations are: Bank 
of America at 337 Main Street, 
Pleasanton; Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce at 777 Peters Street, 
Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Edward 
Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham at 
(510) 877-8154.

Wente Vineyards Estate Winery 
presents the Art of Ken L. Smith from 
January 26 to February 26. 5565 
Tesla Road, Livermore. No admission 
charge.

Dublin Crush, exhibit, Feb. 7-March 1, 
Heritage Park and Museums. www.
dublin.ca.gov, 556-4500.

Livermore Art Association "Grapes to 
Wine in Art" show at the Livermore 
Civic Library. Sun., Jan. 25th - Fri., 
Feb. 27th. LAA artists will showcase 
fine art pertaining to vineyards 
and winemaking and show their 
appreciation for living and producing 
art in our own wine making region. 
The show was judged by artists in 
the wine industry for merit that rep-
resents the vineyards and wineries 
in the Livermore Valley area. 

Student art contest, California Arts 
Council invites California students 
to participate in the Conservation 
Creativity Challenge Poster Contest. 
This contest supports State Drought 
Task Force efforts and Governor 
Brown's goal of awakening all 
Californians to the ongoing need 
for water conservation. The contest 
aims to educate students about 
the serious matter of California's 
drought, and to help raise awareness 
of everyday water conservation prac-
tices through the arts and creativity. 
All California students in 4th and 
5th grade are eligible to participate 
and win prizes, including gift cards, 
and the opportunity for their artwork 
to be displayed in the State Capitol. 
Complete contest details and teacher 
curriculum and lesson planning 
resources are available at www.

arts.ca.gov/conservation. Student 
entries must be submitted by March 
31, 2015.

Call for Artists, Livermore Art As-
sociation Art in the Vineyards to be 
held May, 24 at Wente Vineyards 
is accepting applications from LAA 
members and non-members, 2 
dimensional art, Photography and 
pottery. Request applications at 
ekeele@sbcglobal.net

Special Exhibits: Firefighter Homage 
and Mt. Diablo 2014 Vistas.  Febru-
ary 25 through April 4.  Thematically 
related installations at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton.  Oil 
painter Vincent Liu, currently from 
Saratoga, exhibits a series of works 
depicting firefighters.  Concurrently, 
watercolor artist Robin Purcell of 
Danville exhibits a collection of 
paintings featuring Mt. Diablo after 
the 2014 wildfires.  The public is 
invited to explore and enjoy the 
exhibits during Firehouse Arts Center 
open hours: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Sat-
urday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.  Dona-
tions always appreciated. For more 
information, contact Gallery Director: 
JFinegan@cityofpleasantonca.gov, 
or call the gallery: 925-931-4849.

Order & Chaos, An Abstract Art 
Exhibit featuring a variety of media 
at the Harrington Gallery at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Open to the public March 7 through 
April 11. The group of 7 South Bay 
artists known as “The Abstract 
7” joins sculptural artist Melissa 
Woodburn in an interesting new 
exhibition. Media includes acrylic 
skins, chine colle, photography, 
collage, paper-folding, pine needle 
and clay sculpture, and watercolor.  
Free opening reception with artists, 
will be held on Wednesday, March 
11, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Regular gal-
lery hours: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; 
Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton, 4444 
Railroad Avenue.  Donations always 
appreciated.  

Alviso Adobe Pleasanton Art League 
Show, March 6 - 8, 2015, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Fri.-Sat. and Sun. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Reception and awards 
on March 8, 12:30 to 2 p.m.  go to 
www.pal-adobeshow2015.event-
brite.com for information.

Celebrate Women! Art Show Recep-
tion & Awards Ceremony, March 10, 
from 6:30 - 8 with awards at 7:30 in 
Building 2400 at Las Positas College, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 

a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique 
from the group. Refreshments are 
brought by some of the artists, and a 
donation of $5.00 is desired although 
not mandatory. Contact for this event 
is D’Anne Miller at danne_miller@
att.net, or Linda Ryan at LRyan@
Livermoreperformingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss 
and share work with Profes-
sional Artists in sketching, painting, 
exhibiting and marketing your work. 
ACC members currently working on 
exhibiting theme works, under the 
Inspiration of "The Artist's Edge /
The Edge of Art & Chosen Pathways." 
Meets and Critiques Friday mornings 
in Pleasanton. PoetryOnCanvas@
Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Fri-
day 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture and 
ceramics. For further information, 
contact Thomasin Dewhurst at (925) 
216-7231 or thomasin_d@hotmail.
com or visit http://childrensart-
classesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 
instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst. 
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Homeschool classes, Special classes 
during school breaks offered. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, 
now meeting the 1st Thursday and 
3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 at The Corner Bakery Cafe in 
Pleasanton. Join us as we challenge 
ourselves to poetically relay our 
thoughts, emotions and experiences 
through poetry. Become a member & 
share your work - Contact PoetryOn-

Canvas@Mac.Com for more info on 
Theme Challenges, Membership & 
Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
2nd and last Saturday from 12 
noon-1 p.m. at Galina’s Music 
Studio located at 1756 First St., 
Livermore. Confirm participation by 
calling (925) 960-1194 or via the 
website at www.GalinasMusicStudio.
com. Beginners are welcome. Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $5 fee to cover meeting costs.

MTAC Master Class, Feb. 21 2:00-
4:00pm in the Black Box Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. Free

Pleasanton Art League, drawing 
workshop led by Francesca Pastine 
on May 2 and 3 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton. The workshop 
fee is $199 early bird before March 
15, 2015 or $209 after that. To regis-
ter online, go to www.palworkshop5.
eventbrite.com To register by mail, 
please provide name, address, 
phone, email and mail it with your 
check payable to Pleasanton Art 
League, c/o Workshops, P.O. Box 23, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. For more 
information, go to www.pal-art.com

WINE & SPIRITS
Wood Family Vineyards, Livermore, 

open noon to 4:30 p.m.  March 21 
and 22 for barrel tasting. Livermore 
Valley Winegrower's 7th Annual 
Barrel Tasting Weekend,  Taste wines 
right out of the barrel, meet wine-
makers, and more.  Two different 
barrels at Wood Family Vineyards.  
Zinfandel futures will be available for 
purchase.   This is a fund-raiser for 
the LVWA.  Participants must have 
an event glass to sample from the 
barrels. Attendees pay $40 advance 
available now through March 20th 
at 2 pm on the website, $45 day of.   
Visit www.LVwine.org to purchase 
advance tickets and for all additional 
information. www.woodfamilyvine-
yards.com 

Las Positas Vineyards,  February 28th 
Evening in the Vineyards Comedy 
Night featuring Headliner Mickey 
Joseph.  Cover charge is $20 for 
general admission & $35 for dinner 
& show.  LPV wine club members 
will receive $5 refund at check 
in.  Dinner is from 630-730pm and 
show starts at 8pm Purchase tickets 
at www. laspositasvineyards.com 
under the section " happenings" For 
any other questions, contact the 
winery at 925-449-9463 or email 
curt@ laspositasvineyards.com. 
Sunday March 1st, Sunday Funday, 
taste newest wine & cheesecake 
cupcake pairing flight.  $10 for club 
members & $15 for non members. 
For more details lease contact us 

at 925-449-9463 or email curt@
laspositasvineyards.com

Barrel Tasting Weekend, noon to 
4:30 p.m. March 21 and 22.  Taste 
wines right out of the barrel, meet 
winemakers and more. Each winery 
will host a unique experience during 
barrel tasting weekend including at 
least 1 barrel sample for each ticket 
holder.  $40 advance/ $45 day of 
event Tickets and more information 
is available at the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association website:  
www.lvwine.org/event/1192/Bar-
rel_Tasting_Weekend.html

Eckert Estate Winery, barrel tasting 
weekend, March 21 and 22, noon to 
5 p.m.  Taste the 2013 Petite Sirah. 
Barrel Wood type demonstration 
of several woods at different toast 
levels. Rockin' Dough Pizza will be 
whipping up wood-fired pizzas and 
great sandwiches. 5963 Graham 
Court, Suite D, Livermore.  (925) 
371-8606, www.eckertestate.com

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock 
Restaurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
each month from 7:30-9:30--Dance 
floor, full bar, small cover.

The Swingle Singers, Legendary Lon-
don-based A Cappella ensemble. In 
its 50th season, the world-renowned 
vocal group comes to the Firehouse 
Arts Center Theater on Friday, 
February 27, at 8:00 p.m.  Winner 
of 5 Grammy Awards, The Swingle 
Singers have over 50 albums, and 
can be heard most recently on the 
soundtracks of ‘Sex and the City’ 
and ‘Glee,’ just to name a few 
current projects.  Reserved seating 
tickets are $25.00-$35.00; available 
at www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.

Solo & Ensemble Festival for music 
students from the Tri-Valley Area 
on Feb. 28 at Las Positas College. 
Presented by the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD) 
Music Department. 8:30 am 
until 4:30 pm, followed by a formal, 
“Command Performance” at 7:00 
pm in the Barbara Mertes Center for 
the Arts on campus. All events and 
performances, including the evening 
command performance are open to 
the public. Admission is free. Las 
Positas Collage is located at 3000 
Campus Hill Drive in Livermore. 

Clerestory in Concert, 4 p.m. Sun., 
March 1, St. Clare's Episcopal 
Church, Pleasanton. Clerestory will 
sing Love and the Knight, a concert 
of music tracing the earliest days of 
European cathedrals to the Romantic 

masters who followed: Gregorian 
chant, the mysticism of Hildegard 
von Bingen, the Franco-Flemish Re-
naissance, and Brahms, Schumann, 
and Poulenc. Freewill offering. All are 
welcome. Reception will follow.

San Francisco Conservatory in the 
Main Stage Theater, March 1-2, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. www.brownpa-
pertickets.com or call 1-800-838-
3006.  Tickets are available at the 
door, when space allows. 

Riders in the Sky, western music. 8 
p.m. Fri., March 6. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

The Official Blues Brothers Revue. 8 
p.m. Sat., March 7. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Las Positas College, Women in Jazz, 
a celebration of local jazz legends, 7 
p.m., March 8, Main Stage, Perform-
ing Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. http://laspositascol-
lege.edu/performingarts 

Youth Music Festival Yea for the 
90’s!, March 21, 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

Kit & the Kats Put a Nickel in 
the Jukebox! March 22, 3 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

In The Mood, Hop aboard the “Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo” to “Tuxedo 
Junction” and get “In the Mood” 
to hear a “Moonlight Serenade” 
performed by a 13-piece Big Band 
and six singer-dancers with some 
hot boogie woogie! In The Mood is a 
fully staged tribute to Glenn Miller, 
Tommy Dorsey, The Andrews Sisters 
and big band greats of the ‘40s. 
March 24 at 2 p.m. and  7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Women of Ireland, music and 
dance. 7:30 p.m. Wed., March 25. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

BOSTYX: All the Hits of Boston & Styx 
featuring David Victor of Boston, 
8 p.m. March 27 and March 28. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

Led Zeppelin Live Experience, The 
Ultimate Rock Tribute To Led Zeppelin  
8 p.m. March 27. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.o4g or 373-6800. 

Del Valle Fine Arts, Stanislav 
Khristenko, piano. 8 p.m., March 28. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 
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ON THE STAGE
The Intergalactic Nemesis, live-

action graphic novel. 8 p.m. Sat., 
Feb. 28. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Cirque Zuma Zuma, African acrobat-
ics. 7:30 p.m. Thurs., March 5. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe.  
Lively youth theater production 
presented by City of Pleasanton Civic 
Arts Stage Company in partnership 
with Bay Area Children’s Theatre.  
Opens March 6 at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Theater in Pleasanton.  
The timeless story of siblings Lucy, 
Edmund, Susan, and Peter, and 
their adventures in Narnia.    March 
6 - 15.  Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 
at 2:00 p.m.  Tickets are $6-$18, 
available at www.firehousearts.org, 
925-931-4848, or at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  If not sold out, 
tickets are also available 2 hours 
prior to the performance at the box 
office.

Sunol Repertory Theatre, How the 
Other Half Dies, mystery, Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. March 6 to 28. 
Sunol Glen Auditorium, 11601 Main 
St., Sunol. www.Sunol.net/SRT

Las Positas College, One Act Plays, 
March 18, 1 p.m. and March 20, 8 
p.m. Black Box Theater, Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts

COMEDY
Las Positas Vineyards, Saturday, Feb-

ruary 28th  Evening in the Vineyards 
Comedy Night featuring Headliner 
Mickey Joseph.  Cover charge is $20 
for general admission & $35 for din-
ner & show.  LPV wine club members 
will receive $5 refund at check 
in.  Dinner is from 630-730pm and 
show starts at 8pm Purchase tickets 
at www. laspositasvineyards.com 
under the section " happenings" For 
any other questions please contact 
us at 925-449-9463 or email curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com

The Second City, 7:30 p.m. Thurs., 
March 26. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, First Thursday 

of each month at 7:00 p.m. through 
June 2015 at the Pleasanton Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. Mar. 5, Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid; Apr. 
2, Dog Day Afternoon; May 7, Coal 
Miner's Daughter; June 4, My Left 
Foot. Theme Almost True, presented 

by Las Positas College coordinator of 
the Humanities Candace Klaschus, 
a film historian. Pleasanton Library 
meeting room. The programs are 
free and all are welcome to attend. 
Note that some films are mature in 
content and may not be suitable for 
children. 931-3400, ext. 4.

Student Film Festival, March 7,  1:00-
10:00pm in the Main Stage Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. www.brownpa-
pertickets.com or call 1-800-838-
3006.  Tickets are available at the 
door, when space allows.

DANCE
Square dancing for all ages 8 years 

and up, Thursdays from 7:00-
8:30pm at Del Valle High, 2253 
5th Street, Livermore. Families and 
friends welcome. September classes 
are free to new dancers. Questions? 
Margaret 925-447-6980. 

AUDITIONS/REGISTRATIONS
Auditions, Nunsense, Tri-Valley 

Repertory Theatre, directed by 
Brian Olkowski.  Sunday, March 
8th from 7:00pm and Monday, 
March 9th at 7:30pm. To make an 
audition appointment, please email 
the producer, Kathleen Breedveld, 
at Kbreedveld@trivalleyrep.com.   
Audition materials will then be 
provided. 

 
CHORAL
Clerestory in Concert, Sun., March 1, 

4 p.m. St. Clare's Episcopal Church, 
Pleasanton. The a cappella men's 
ensemble Clerestory will sing Love 
and the Knight, a concert of music 
tracing the earliest days of European 
cathedrals to the Romantic masters 
who followed: Gregorian chant, the 
mysticism of Hildegard von Bingen, 
the Franco-Flemish Renaissance, 
and Brahms, Schumann, and 
Poulenc.   Freewill offering. All are 
welcome. Reception will follow.

Masterworks of Yesterday & Today 
performing Faure Requiem, Valley 
Concert Chorale. March 14, 7:30 
p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 
Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton; and March 
15, 3 p.m. First Presbyterian Church, 
4th and L Streets, Livermore. www.
valleyconcertchorale.org

OPERA
Livermore Valley Opera, showcasing 

talented opera singers who will ap-
pear in the upcoming production of 
Donizetti’s “Lucia di Lammermoor.”   
OperaLIVE! events are planned:  2 
p.m., Sunday, March 1, Pleasanton 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave.; 2 p.m., 
Sunday, March 8, 2:00 p.m., Liver-
more Library, 1188 S. Livermore Ave. 
Information at www.livermoreval-
leyopera.org

Lucia, Livermore Valley Opera, March 
14, 15, 21, 22. Lucia di Lammer-
moor is a tragic story that serves as 
a protest against deceitful tactics 
and a practice of forced marriage. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets 

the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current affairs 
in both the national and interna-
tional arenas.  Topics that have been 
covered include politics, governance, 
economics, military affairs, history, 
sociology, science, the climate, and 
religion. Contact Rich at 872-7923, 
for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Susan at 337-1282 regard-
ing the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-
book.com/StoriedNights 

Ragin’ Cajun, Mardi Gras theme, mu-
sic, dancing, dinner, live and silent 
auctions, and more on Friday, March 
6, 2015 at the Casa Real Event 
Center in Pleasanton. Ragin’ Cajun 
is the annual fundraiser event for 
the Sandra J Wing Healing Therapies 
Foundation, which provides cancer 
patients with financial assistance 
for complementary healing services 
during the course of their chemo 
or radiation therapy. Tickets are 
available online at http://www.
healingtherapiesfoundation.org or by 
calling (866) 862-7270. 

Museum on Main 2015 Ed Kinney 
Speaker Series An Evening With… 
Hearst Castle Historian Victoria 
Kastner, Tuesday, March 10th, 7pm: 
Journey to the Pacific palace of Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst with Victoria 
Kastner, historian for the California 
State Park of Hearst Castle since 
1979. Kastner will also address 
the Pleasanton connection to the 
Hearst family. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Tickets www.museumonmain.org, 
at Museum on Main during regular 
operating hours or by phoning the 
museum at (925) 462-2766. 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, Dublin, 
March 14: pancake breakfast, pa-
rade, festival; March 14-15 festival 
and Shamrock 5k fun run and walk. 

www.dublin.ca.gov, 556-4500.
Pi Day (3 14 15!), March 14,  8:00pm 

Black Box A Music, Math -  life cel-
ebration! Barbara F. Mertes Center 

for the Arts, Las Positas College, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
www.brownpapertickets.com or call 
1-800-838-3006.  Tickets are avail-

able at the door, when space allows.
Livermore Half Marathon, March 28, 

8 a.m. start and finish in downtown 
Livermore. http://runliv.com/

For centuries artists 
have taken great joy in 
depicting scenes from the 
Bible in their art.  

Tri-Valley artists are 
carrying on this tradi-
tion by submitting Bible 
themed art for the seventh 
annual Christ Centered Art 
Show, April 25-26, 2015.  

The theme for this 
year’s Christ Centered Art 
Show is “A New Heaven 
and A New Earth” from 
Revelation chapter 21.  

Registration forms are 
due for the event by April 

 Call for Art:  The 7th Annual Christ Centered Art Show
3rd, and completed art 
work must be submitted by 
April 22.  

Details and registration 
forms are available online 
at www.trinitylivermore.
org under the Music/
Drama/Art link or by call-
ing Merril Smoak at (925) 
447-1848 or Linda Stewart 
at (925) 577-6245.  Art for 
the Show must be original 
and created within the last 
year.   Each artist may 
submit two art pieces.

Event chairperson Linda 
Stewart states, “We have 
had a total of 67 artists 
from the greater Bay Area 
participate in this Art Show 
in the past.  Each year 
participation has grown, 
and we expect even more 
artists to participate this 
year."  

Art for the shows has 
included watercolor, 
acrylic and oil paintings, 
sculpture, photography, 
collage, mixed media, and 
stained glass.

Livermore artist Mi-
chelle George has par-
ticipated in the past and is 
looking forward to painting 

for this year’s show.  She 
says “There is a certain 
freedom of creativity 
involved in painting from 
a Bible text, as opposed to 
painting an object or scene 
from a photograph.  The 
Biblical text of this year’s 
theme, Revelation Chapter 
21, describes a heavenly 
city with some specific 
details, but much is left to 
the artist to imagine what it 
would be like.  I’m trying 
to decide just what type of 
architecture a future Holy 
City would exhibit.  Would 
it be like anything we had 
ever seen before? I’m look-
ing forward to trying to 
paint my vision of it, and 
see what kind of revelation 
comes through other art-
ists’ works.”

The 2015 Christ Cen-
tered Art Show will be 
held at Trinity Church, 557 
Olivina in Livermore, on 
Saturday and Sunday April 
25-26.  The guest speaker 
for this year’s event is 
Jason Leith, Director of 
Ex Creatis Arts Initiative, 
a ministry of Saddleback 
Church, Lake Forest, CA.   

Six years ago, Garth 
Stein captured the hearts 
of readers across the globe 
with an irresistible, charm-
ing story told by a loveable 
dog named Enzo. The Art of 
Racing in the Rain became 
an international sensation, 
and has sold over four mil-
lion copies across 35 lan-
guages.

Stein’s long-awaited new 
novel, A Sudden Light, has 
already amassed numerous 
literary accolades, includ-
ing the New York Times 
Bestseller status, Pacific 
Northwest Booksellers As-
sociation Bestseller List, and 
LibraryReads #1 Pick. The 
book is a multi-generational 
family saga set in the Pacific 
Northwest that Book Page 
called “a truly killer read...a  
bold, poignant book about 
wealth, family ties, and the 
power—and fallacy—of 
memory.”

Stein will be visiting 
Towne Center Books at 11 
a.m. on March 6. The store 
is located at 555 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. 

Author Visiting 
Towne Center
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information 
to editmail@compuserve.com. Include 
name of organization, meeting date, 
time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Ohlone Audubon will meet Tuesday,  
March 3rd, 2015 at 7:30pm at Pleasanton 
Middle School, 5001 Case Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Gorden Beebee will present 
a program on  Exploring the Columbian 
Southwest Andes and Intermountain Val-
leys. No admission charge. Refreshments 
served. For more information go to the 
website  www.ohloneaudubon.org.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, March 12, 
7:00pm at Alisal School's multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton.  
Ernesto Sandoval, Director of the 
Botanical Conservatory at UC Davis will 
speak about plant hormones and how 
they contribute to better plant growth and 
propagation. Visitors are welcome. For 
more information call Bev at 485-7812 or 
visit www.lavgc.org.

LARPD Rummage Sale, 8 a.m. to 
noon Sat., Feb. 28 at The Barn, 3131 
Pacific Ave., Livermore. Admission is free 
to shoppers. For more information, visit 
www.larpd.org or call 925-373-5700.

Mount Diablo Rose Society:  Do you 
know the difference between a rambler 
and large flowered climber? Do you know 
that not all climbers grow the same way? 
What are great climbers to grow in our 
valley?  Come and learn about climbing 
roses from Anita Clevenger.  Anita is the 
curator of the Sacramento Historic Rose 
Garden, board member of the Heritage 
Rose Foundation, master gardener, and a 
knowledgeable and experienced rosarian.   
The meeting is on Wednesday, March 11 
from 7:30 to 9:00 at the Dublin City Coun-
cil Chamber at 100 Civic Plaza, Dublin.

Donations Needed, The American 
Cancer Society Discovery Shop in 
Pleasanton is requesting donations of 
necklaces, bracelets rings and watches 
as well as women’s accessories for 
its annual jewelry event “Glitter and 
Glamour” on April 17-19, 2015. Dona-
tions are accepted at the shop during 
open hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6; Sat 10-5; 
Sun 12-5. The Discovery Shop is located 
at 1989-E Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
Contact Kelley Meno at 925-462-7374 
for more information. All proceeds benefit 
the American Cancer Society’s programs 
of research, education, service and 
advocacy.

Livermore Library Board, meeting 7 
p.m. Thurs., Feb. 26 at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An 
agenda will be posted at the library 72 
hours prior to the meeting.

Rotary Club of Pleasanton is 
sponsoring a Prime Pickin's Multi-
Household Garage Sale to raise funds in 
support of its Annual Wheelchair Project. 
The club sends wheelchairs to needy 
disabled and elderly abroad each year.  
The sale will occur on Saturday February 
28th at the Amador High School Parking 
Lot from 8am to Noon.  1155 Santa Rita 
Rd., Pleasanton.  Should it rain, the event 
will be moved to the school's parking 

structure.  Please come by to support 
the cause, or alternatively,  donate goods 
for the sale.  For additional information 
contact Tony Chen at chenan2718@
gmail.com. 

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society will present  Steven Minniear 
speaking on World War II Dublin: Camp 
Parks, Fleet City and How Genealogy 
Helps Write a History. The meeting will 
be on March 9, at 7:30, held at the 
Congregation Beth Emek in Pleasanton. 
He sits on the Dublin City Heritage and 
Cultural Arts Commission and is presi-
dent of the Dublin Historical Preservation 
Association.   Steve is the volunteer 
archivist for Dublin’s latest acquisition 
of historical material – The Camp Parks 
Collection.     For additional information 
contact program chairs Marilyn Glass & 
Diane Wiedel  program@L-AGS.org.  All 
are welcome at no charge. 

British Awareness Day, It's a Bad, 
Bad Day, sponsored by Daughters of 
the British Empire Northern California. 
Afternoon Tea and Royal Baby Shower 
with Strictly British Bingo. 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. on April 27, 2013. Castlewood 
Country Club, 707 Country Club Circle, 
Pleasanton $30.00 (donation amount 
$15.00). Bring a baby gift to add to 
a baby shower gift box. Proceeds go 
to the British Home, Abode Services, 
PUSD Horizon, and Martinez County 
Hospital.  To purchase tickets contact:  
Edith Caponigro @ (925) 998-3500 or  
do4dbe-western@yahoo.com 

“Let’s go fly a kite!”  The San Ramon 
Art & Wind Festival,   is scheduled for 
Sunday and Monday, May 24- 25, 2015 
in San Ramon’s Central Park, 12501 
Alcosta Blvd. from 10am to 5pm both 
days. Vendors are sought in the following 
categories: Non-profit Food and Bever-
age; Businesses, Children/Family Activ-
ity Vendors and Non-profit information 
vendors. Eligibility rules and application 
form at www.artandwind.com. For more 
information, call Mary Ann Wilkman at 
(925) 973-3210 or visit website at www.
ArtandWind.com 

Assistance League of Amador Valley 
20th Annual Mad Hatter's Tea Party on 
Saturday April 11 at Castlewood Country 
Club in Pleasanton. Starting at noon, tea, 
sandwiches and cakes will be served. 
Participants will be seated at beautifully 
decorated tables. Award winning author, 
Margaret Zhao will present the program. 
She is the of "Really Enough: A True Story 
of Tyranny, Courage & Comedy." Zhao, 
along with co-author, Kathleen Martens, 
won the Sharp Writ Book Awards Best 
Biography Memoir for 2012. Tickets are 
available for $50 per guest beginning 
February 1st and ending March 31 (the 
reservation deadline.) Call Assistance 
League 925-846-8490 for reservations 
and payment options. Seating will be 
available for 300 guests. Castlewood 
Country Club is located at 707 Country 
Club Drive. 

Livermore High Calculus Students 
are gearing up to go to Calculus Camp, 
April 11-13. Donations would be greatly 
appreciated to offset the cost of this 
trip for these hardworking students and 
can be made at: www.gofundme.com/
LHSCalcCamp

Walk MS Tri-Valley, to be held on 

Saturday April 19, 2015 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, raises 
money for the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. For more information about the 
event, check out the event website at 
http://walkcan.nationalmssociety.org

Free Diabetes Self-Management 
Classes.  This 7  week series will teach 
participants how to manage diabetes with 
exercise, healthy eating and medications.  
Fridays March 6 through April 17, 10 am 
-12 pm, at the Dublin Senior Center, 7200 
Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin.    Wednes-
days through March 18, , 9:30-11:30 at 
the  Livermore Area Parks and Recreation 
District Community Center.  Class is open 
to  adults of all ages (not just Seniors) 
with pre diabetes or type 2 diabetes. 
Please call the Alameda County Diabetes 
Program at 510-383-5185 to register.  
Space is limited. 

Dionysus Dash 5k, Sunday, April 
12th, Start time 8:15am, Course runs 
throughout the Concannon Vineyard es-
tate. The Dionysus Dash will raise money 
to support a great local charity in our 
community, Exceptional Needs Network. 
To register http://www.dionysusdash.
com/livermore.html

LusTea of Livermore invite women 
to a unique tea party. March 5, 7 to 9 
p.m. Livermore Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur 
Drive, Livermore. Event includes wines, 
spa treatments, games, networking and 
more. Prepayment required, $15-$35 per 
person. www.eventbrite.com/e/lunatics-
tea-tickets-15460523843

Green and White Gala, March 13, 
Begin the St. Patrick's Day weekend's 
festivities in Dublin with dinner and 
dancing to live music at the Annual Green 
and White Gala hosted by the Dublin 
Sister Association. The Gala begins at 
6:00 pm with an "Irish Happy Hour" at 
the Shannon Community Center. Dinner 
and dancing to live music will follow. To 
purchase tickets or for more information 
call (925) 899-4771. 

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA.,  Feb. 28, 1 p.m. luncheon 
in Dublin, RSVP by Feb. 26 to Athene, 
846-0111.

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a group 
for retired men who seek activities to en-
hance their retirement. Monthly meetings 
feature lunch and an interesting speaker. 
Men have the opportunity to learn about 
and join activities such as hiking, bridge, 
investment, bowling, bocce ball and wood 
carving. There is also a neat group of 
guys to get to know. SIR Branch #121 
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month 
at the DoubleTree Hotel, Las Flores Road 
(near Bluebell Drive), Livermore, at 
11:30. Any retired man is welcome to 
drop by to learn about your opportunities. 
For more information check our website: 
branch121.sirinc2.org or email Neal 
Cavanaugh at nealfcavanaugh@att.net 
(put “SIR” in the subject line).

ClutterLess Self Help Support 
Group, nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, 
support group for people with difficulty 
discarding unwanted possessions. Clut-
tering is a psychological issue, not an 
organizing issue. New meeting location: 
Parkview,100 Valley Avenue (main en-
trance), 2nd Floor Activity Room, Pleas-
anton. Mondays except some holidays 
7:00 to 8:30 pm. Come or call a volunteer 

Jessica Olson and 
Brandon Gonsalves were 
joined in marriage on 
August 23, 2014 at the 
Union Hill Inn in Sonora, 
California.  Family and 
friends gathered for the late 
afternoon ceremony.  Justin 
Olson, brother of the bride, 
officiated.  Jessica is the 
daughter of Dan and Julie 
Olson of Livermore.  Bran-
don is the son of Mark and 

Photo by Danielle Poff Photography

Couple Makes First Home in Livermore

Sandie Gonsalves, also of 
Livermore.  Cocktails, din-
ner and dancing followed 
the ceremony.

Serving as Matron Of 
Honor was the bride’s 
sister, Daniella Webster.  
Bridesmaids included 
Jessica’s cousins, Ariana 
and Christa Gomez, the 
groom’s sister, Danielle 
Rios, and childhood friends 
Kat Sackett and Jamie 

Bedford.  The flower girls 
were the bride’s nieces, 
Jaden and Jenna Olson.

The Best Man was long 
time friend of the groom, 
Craig Shapiro. Serving as 
Groomsmen were Jesse 
Otto, cousin of the groom, 
Mike Rios, brother-in-law 
of the groom, and good 
friend Tim Besser.

Jessica graduated from 
Valley Christian High 
School and Dublin Beauty 
College.  She is a hair 
stylist at Michael Brandon 
Salon & Spa in Dublin.  
Brandon graduated from 
Livermore High School 
and served in the United 
States Air Force.  He is a 
firefighter at Camp Parks in 
Dublin.

The couple enjoyed an 
extended honeymoon in 
South Korea, Bali and the 
island of Borneo. They 
reside in Livermore.
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at 925)289-5356 or 925-922-1467. More 
information at: www.ClutterLess.org 

Tea Time: Teas for Love, Wednesdays 
in February, serving teas blended with 
cocoa, teas made with rose petals, and 
delicate blends made with lavender. Dif-
ferent selection of teas each Wednesday. 
3:30–4:30pm. Free. New Leaf Community 
Markets, 3550 Bernal Ave, Vintage Hills 
Shopping Center, Pleasanton.  www.
newleaf.com/events. 

Tea Dance featuring The Mellotones 
Combo Jazz Band, presented by 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Pleasanton Post 
6298, 1 to 3 p.m. Veterans Hall, 301 Main 
St., Pleasanton. Dates in 2015 include 
March 18, April 15, May 20, June 17, 
Sept. 16, and Oct. 21. Music from the 
American songbook played for listening 
and dancing in a variety of ballroom expe-
riences. Cover charge is $8 and includes 
refreshments. Proceeds benefit needy 
veterans and their families. Information 
joephylb@att.net or 443-2224 or bobol-
ness2@gmail.com, 443-2245.

Fertile Groundworks offers op-
portunities to volunteer in a community 
educational garden each Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10:00-noon and Fridays 
from 3:00-6:00. Additional volunteer 
opportunities are available the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd Saturdays of the month from 
9:00-noon. The organization provides 
organically grown produce to local food 
programs for those in need, as well as 
serving as a teaching garden. Those inter-
ested to visit www.fertilegroundworks.org 
and like us on our Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/FertileGroundWorks) to 
sign-up for volunteer opportunities. 4743 
East Ave., Livermore (directly behind 
Asbury United Methodist Church).

American Legion Post 47 in 
Livermore is looking for veterans in the 
Livermore area who are interested in 
performing community service for young 
people and promoting veterans affairs. 
Interested veterans will meet with other 
like-minded veterans for camaraderie 
and support of veteran’s causes. The 
American Legion is the largest federally 
chartered veteran’s organization that is 
the veterans lobby and voice to congress. 
The Livermore American Legion Post 47 
meets the second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 6:30 PM at the Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street, 
Livermore. Enter the building from the 
ramp on the 5th Street side. For more 
information go to http://www.calegion.
org/ or contact Bill Bergmann at calegion.
post47@gmail.com or (925) 443-2330 
or Roy Warner at 925-449-6048.

Crab Feed, sponsored by the 
Livermore High School Alumni Assoc. on 
Friday, March 20, 2015. Event supports 
programs, students, & faculty at Liver-
more High School. More info to come. 
Want tickets? Want to help? Contact 
livermorehighalumni@gmail.com or Ray 
at 925-606-5518.

Pleasanton Lions Club- welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our commu-
nity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd 
& 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The Regalia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this 

dedicated group of volunteers, reaching 
out to those in need in the Tri-Valley and 
having fun doing it. Regular meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 Valley 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, 
see our website, www.amadorvalley.
assistanceleague.org, e-mail assistance-
leagueamadorvalley@yahoo.com, or call 
(925) 461-6401.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since Janu-
ary 2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of 
the store sale. For more information visit 
www.shepgate.org/holiday

Bereaved Mother’s Network of the 
Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore 
Civic Center Library, Small Conference 
Room. The aim of the network is to allow 
bereaved mothers to make connections 
with, share resources, and support other 
mothers who have been through the 
worst experience of their lives, losing 
a child. For more information, contact 
katiestrube@comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 
or visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Overeaters Anonymous. All are 
welcome. Tuesdays, 7 p.m. No weigh-
ins, free will donations for rent. St. 
Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, 678 
Enos Way, Livermore. Call Nora for further 
information at (925)337-9118.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly), 
self-help weight loss support group meets 
in Livermore in the Clubhouse at Hillcrest 
Gardens, 550 Hillcrest Ave., on Mondays, 
6:-6:30 p.m., Weigh-in (private); meeting 
begins 6:30 p.m. All are welcome. Infor-
mation, contact Phyllis at 443-5943.

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Liver-
more to provide information and referrals 
and provide community education at 
senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alam-
eda County. The Tri-Valley office is located 
at 3311 Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 
and can be reached by phone at (925) 

371-1531, by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or 
by e-mail at abril.tamayo@cril-online.
org. All services are free.

Tri-Valley Triathlon Club (TVTC), 
Information on  programs and member-
ships, training philosophies and sched-
ules, and all things TVTC, an all inclusive 
triathlon/marathon/endurance training 
program. www.trivalleytriclub.com.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel 
and 10:00 a.m. Traditional Service in 
the Sanctuary and children’s program 
For more information www.fpcl.us or 
925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship 
at 10 a.m. with Sunday school for all 
ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes during 
adult worship service. AWANA children's 
program Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 
or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
The church and reading room are located 
at Third and N Streets. The Reading 
Room, which is open to the public, fea-
tures books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 
7 p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

United Christian Church, www.
uccliv.org, a gay-welcoming congrega-
tion offering community and spiritual 
encouragement for questioners, seekers 
and risk-takers. Worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 

1886 College Ave. at M St., Livermore; 
call 449-6820 for more information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
243 Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-
5462, services on Saturday: Sabbath 
school 9:30 a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.
livermoresda.org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory 
prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Senior 
adult ministries meet every other month. 
Call the office at 846-8650 for more 
information. 

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, youth activities 
and children's choir at 6:30 p.m. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups 
following the John Main tradition, every 
Monday 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, 
contact Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. Church: Service Schedule: 
8:00 a.m. Contemplative Eucharist; 9:15 
a.m. Adult Bible Study (check web-site): 
10:25 Sunday School (Godly Play); 10:30: 
Sung Eucharist with choir, child care 
provided. 1:00 p.m. Youth Group. www.
saintbartslivermore.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Wor-
ship Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. 
All are welcomed. www.pathwaycom-
muntiychurch.org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets 
at 7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 

or email pmjrmueller@gmail.com for 
more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes 
for The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship 
Service 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are 
Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: 
Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; 
Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds Fel-
lowship; Sunday Worship Service 10:45 
a.m. - Elementary aged children go to 
Kid’s Church following worship, nursery 
available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to 
the Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 
p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; in the dining 
hall; 925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare 
for infants through age 6 and children 
start in the worship service with their 
parents. 10:30 contemporary worship led 
by a band. Sunday school for children and 
middle-schoolers. www.centerpointe-
church.org (925) 846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School, 6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contractors 
St., Livermore. Spend an hour of peace 
in God’s Holy Presence, where Jesus 
speaks to your heart with the Peace of 
God. Sunday School (all ages) – 8:30 AM. 
Communion – 9:30 AM. PH: 925-906-
9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and 
dry goods, toiletries, and school supplies 
(only available prior to the start of the 
school year). Those with an immedi-
ate need or who would like to donate 
nonperishable food items, call the office 
at (925) 479-1414 to begin the process. 
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
and Thursday 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up 
by appointment only. The Outreach Center 
will be open every 4th Saturday to distrib-
ute bags from Fresh and Easy Market and 
Sprouts. This will be on a first come first 
serve basis between 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 2333 Nissen Drive, Livermore.

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly 
congregation where all are welcome. 
Worship at 9 or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
with Sunday school for youth and adults 
at 10:30 a.m. and childcare at both 
services. Children are welcome in all 
services. Contact Rev. Heather Hammer 
at 846-0221, send an email to office@
lynnewood.org or visit website at www.
lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., 
Livermore. 3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 
a.m., Mocho branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 
1501 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 
9 a.m.; 4th ward 11 a.m., Springtown 
ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa 
Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 
p.m. at 3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 
3rd Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vine-
yard Ave. Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 
1st Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village 
Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday wor-
ship service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
for ages 3-18 during worship. Adult 
education Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High 
youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High 
school youth group Sundays 5:50-8:00 
p.m. www.jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Mondays at 7pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). More 
information: LivermoreQuakers@gmail.
com or (925) 315-7170. 

Unity of Tri-Valley, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 
Sunday service; children’s program avail-
able. All are welcome. Ongoing classes, 
groups, and activities. Rev. Karen Epps, 
minister. http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 
925.829-2733.

Grief Workshop, Bimonthly workshop 
to help with healing. St. Elizabeth Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. Second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30pm. 
February 26th, March 12th & 26th 2015. 
No pre-registration is necessary. These 
sessions are open to all, regardless of 
religious affiliation. Please call Mary 
Hagerty at 925-846-5377 for more 
information.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley, people from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual ori-
entations are welcome. Sunday service at 
10:00 a.m. Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 
2nd Floor, Livermore. For more informa-
tion contact revharriet1@yahoo.com.

Three Diamonds Qigong, exercises 
to create more stamina, more joy, clearer 
thinking, and better overall health.  5:30-
6:30 p.m. on 8 Tuesdays at Unity of 
Tri-Valley's Gathering Place. The Gathering 
Place is located on the first floor at Suite 
120, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. 
The dates for this series are:  March 3, 
10, 17. Drop-in rate is $12 per class. 
Checks are to be made out to “Unity 
of Tri-Valley." Contact teacher Gayle 
Staehle to reserve a space in the class: 
gstaehle@comcast.net , 925.200.1765

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews secular 
Purim celebration on Sunday, March 1 
from 10:30 - 12:30 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center. Participants will make haman-
taschen, have crafts, games, and fun for 
all ages, and present the annual Purim 
skit. Attendees are welcome to come 
dressed as their favorite Purim character. 
This event is free for TVCJ members, and 
costs $10 for non-members (which can 
be applied to a membership if someone 
wishes to join). Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 8th St. in Livermore.
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The City of Pleasanton and the Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment welcomed two new police officers.  

Officers Muriel Dutch and Qais Habib were sworn in on 
Wednesday, February 18, 2015. 

Competing in a very challenging selection process, these 
officers participated in multiple interviews, medical and 
psychological examinations, and an in-depth background 
investigation.  The background process to assess these 
new officers revealed stellar work histories and solid com-
munication skills.  

Officers Dutch and Habib bring a variety of work and 
life experiences and a diversity of job knowledge that will 
be a significant gain for the City of Pleasanton.   These new 
hires replace positions vacated through service retirements 
during the past year.  

The new officers will undergo a sixteen-week field train-
ing process before being assigned to patrol Pleasanton as 
solo officers. 

The Pleasanton Police 
Department has  announced 
that as part of its longstand-
ing annual recognition pro-
gram for superior perfor-
mance the 2014  Officer of 
the Year and Professional 
Staff Member of the Year 
have been selected. 

School Resource Officer 
Ryan Dawson was selected 
as Pleasanton Police Officer 
of the Year and Support 
Services Manager Margaret 
Mary Goulart Pleasanton 
Police Professional Staff 
Member of the Year.

Employees throughout 
the organization nominate 
their peers and co-workers 
based on their outstanding 
contributions throughout 
the year.  The nominations 
are reviewed by a committee 
with final selection made by 
the Police Chief.  This year 
the members of the Pleasan-
ton Police Department are 
proud to honor 

Officer Dawson has just 
completed his fourth and fi-
nal year as School Resource 
Officer for Foothill High 
School.   Over his tenure, 
Ryan has done tremendous 
work, but none has been 
more remarkable than this 
past year.

As one of two School 

The City of Dublin has selected Commander Dennis Houghtelling as  the City’s new 
Police Chief, effective February 28. 

Commander Houghtelling, 61, replaces Police Chief Tom McCarthy, who will leave 
his post at the end of February to become Executive Director of the East Bay Regional 
Communications System Authority (EBRCSA).

Commander Houghtelling has nearly 40 years experience in law enforcement. He spent 
the first 27 years of his career with the Hayward Police Department, serving as a Deputy 
Police Chief for three of those years and as Interim Police Chief in 2003. Houghtelling 
joined the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office later that year and was promoted to Com-
mander in 2010. His most recent assignment has been the management of the Department 
of Homeland Security’s Bay Area Urban Security Initiative where he assists with regional 
preparedness efforts.

“Becoming Dublin’s Police Chief and leading the men and women that keep the com-
munity safe is an incredible honor,” said Houghtelling. “I look forward to continuing the 
public safety excellence provided to Dublin residents and businesses.”

Since its incorporation in 1982, the City of Dublin has contracted with the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office to manage Dublin’s Police Services. Sheriff Gregory Ahern and 
Dublin City Manager Foss collaborate on the selection of the new Chief.

The City of Dublin has 
announced the 2014 Citizen 
of the Year, Young Citizen 
of the Year, Organization of 
the Year, and the Mayor’s 
Award.

Citizen  Erik Bertelson 
was selected as citizen of the 
year, Sophia Bafaiz as young 
citizen, Easter Seals Kalei-
doscope as organization, 
and Brad and Shari Jackman 
received the Mayor's Award.

The winners were an-
nounced at an evening cer-
emony on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 18, at the Shannon 
Community Center. The 
purpose of these awards 
is to recognize outstand-
ing individuals and groups 
who have contributed to the 
quality of life in Dublin this 
past year. 

Nomination criteria for 
both the Citizen and Young 
Citizen of the Year Awards 
are based on the Dublin In-
tegrity in Action Program’s 
10 Characteristics: Respon-
sibility, Respectfulness, 
Caring, Giving, Positive 
Attitude, Trustworthiness, 
Cooperation, Doing One’s 

Resource Officers respon-
sible for servicing three high 
schools and three middle 
schools, Ryan is a busy 
guy. This year however, 
Ryan handled a very heavy 
workload as the sole SRO 
for a majority of the year.  
His typical day is non-stop 
from beginning to end with 
calls for service and other 
school-related requests.   

Despite his workload and 
call volume, Ryan never 
says “no” and goes the ex-
tra mile to serve.  Ryan’s 
workdays often don’t end 
at 5 p.m. as he can often be 
found working school func-
tions at night like basketball 
games, football games and 
school dances. 

A consummate profes-
sional, Ryan fully under-
stands how important it is 
to maintain a strong rela-
tionship with the Pleasan-
ton Unified School District 
and, more specifically, how 
critical his role is to both the 
police department and the 
schools. Whether providing 
a strong lecture to incoming 
freshmen during Freshmen 
Orientation, a program Ryan 
helped create, or being vis-
ible walking the quad during 
lunchtime, Ryan provides 
an immensely important 

presence on our school cam-
puses. 

Over the past year and 
many previous years, Sup-
port Services Manager 
Margaret Mary Goulart has 
demonstrated a level of ded-
ication and professionalism 
that is unmatched.  Having 
served the Pleasanton com-
munity for nearly 26 years 
as both a dispatcher and with 
18 years of service as the 
Support Services Manager, 
Margaret Mary continues to 
be a reliable department re-
source expert that everyone 
relies on for critical informa-
tion, guidance and expertise. 

Her dedication and work 
ethic have been unparalleled 
and one of her managers 
recently offered, “Margaret 
Mary has one of the stron-
gest and most consistent 
work ethics of any manager 
I have ever worked with at 
PPD.  She remains commit-
ted to our organization and 
I have a deep regard for her 
professionalism and work 
ethic.  She exceeds expecta-
tions in many dimensions as 
demonstrated by the goals 
she accomplishes year after 
year and the contributions 
she makes on a daily basis 
that continues to make PPD 
great!”

Margaret Mary is re-
sponsible for the overall 
management and direction 
of the Support Services Unit, 
which includes four Public 
Safety Dispatch Supervi-
sors, numerous dispatchers 
and records clerks.   She 
has directly managed or 
contributed to nearly every 
major technology project 
adopted by the department.  
She has been involved with 
the evolution of the New 
World CAD/RMS system 
from the beginning and re-
mains one of the foremost 
experts in the complex man-
agement, maintenance and 
continuous upgrading of the 
system, which demonstrates 
her tremendous amount of 
technical aptitude. 

 

Pleasanton Police Honor 
Officer,  Staff Member

Pleasanton Adds Police Officers

New Dublin Police Chief Named

Best, Honesty, and Self-
Discipline. The Young Citi-
zen of the Year recognizes 
the volunteer service of 
Dublin’s youth in 1st – 12th 
grade. The Mayor’s Award 
is a special award that the 
Mayor presents to some-
one whom he believes has 
worked tirelessly on behalf 
of the Dublin community.

Award recipients will be 

recognized at an upcoming 
City Council meeting. The 
Organization of the Year will 
receive a $500 cash prize, 
and a $300 donation will be 
given to each of the Citizen 
and Young Citizen of the 
Year’s favorite non-profit 
organization. Ms. Bafaiz is 
donating her cash award to 
UNICEF, and Mr. Bertelson 
is donating his prize to Tri-
Valley Animal Rescue.
 

Citizens, Organization Honored by Dublin

Ryan DawsonMargaret Mary Goulart


