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Inside PETS OF THE WEEK
Looking for some comedic relief to your busy day? Meet 
Lisa and Bart, two twelve week old puppies with personality 
and spunk to catch your attention and make you fall in love. 
Though they love each other, they would do okay on their 
own! Each puppy is very special and they would love to join 
your family. To learn more about adoptable animals, call 
925-426-8656 or visit www.valleyhumane.org. Valley Humane 
Society is located at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton. Hours 
are Tues.- Sat. from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

RABBIT OF THE MONTH
Elliot is 4 lbs of mellow. He is 
a velvety soft Mini Rex with 
markings similar to a Siamese 
seal point. Elliot likes to sleep 
on his side all sprawled out; 
he’s too adorable. With his 
calm personality, he'd be a 
great first bunny. Rescued 
from the East County Animal 
Shelter in Dublin, he’s in foster 
care. To meet Elliot and other 
rescues from the Dublin shelter, 
please visit www.eastbayrabbit. 
petfinder.com for more info. Or 
call 925-449-6368. 

Find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are  
education stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board list

Protestors were on hand to picket crews cutting down trees along Niles Canyon Road.
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Recent wet weather created a small stream on this property along Manning Road.

By Ron McNicoll
Water and the thirst for 

knowledge were the major top-
ics brought up by audience mem-
bers at an East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) community 
meeting devoted to the draft of 
a long-range plan for Shadow 
Cliffs Park.

The park is located on Stanley 
Blvd. between Livermore and 
Pleasanton.

The new park plan, discussed 
at a meeting Feb. 23 at the Pleas-
anton Veterans Hall, comes as 
the park reaches its 40th an-
niversary. 

The park was formed from a 
donated former gravel quarry, 
which contains the park’s 89-acre 
lake, and from adjacent land. To-
tal park area is 266 acres. 

EBRPD opened a public com-
ment period on the plan Feb. 4 
and will close it on March 21. 
The EBRPD board will hold a 
public hearing April 19 on a miti-
gated negative declaration. 

The district’s last plan oc-
curred in 2002, in response to 
adding a 10-acre parcel to the 
park. The current plan, begun in 
2009, is a response to the failure 
of the water slide operator to 
build a planned and approved 
expansion. There were difficul-
ties over financing delays, and 
then a rise in estimated construc-
tion cost.

Now the district wants to 
know what should happen with 
the expansion area, but also what 
other things might be added to 
improve the park.

Ayn Wieskamp, the Valley’s 

representative on the EBRPD 
board, and Beverly Lane, who 
represents the neighboring dis-
trict along the Interstate 680 cor-
ridor, were at the meeting. They 
said they were there to listen to 
people’s suggestions. They en-
couraged public participation.

A more natural look to the 
park is one goal in the plan, with 
more landscaping, and possibly 
moving the corporation yard 
from the entrance and screen-
ing it.

At least one shade shelter, 
some sort of nature interpreta-
tion in the park, and the planting 
native vegetation are also among 
recommendations. 

One focus at the meeting was 
the water slides, which were 
installed in 1981. The district’s 
recommendation is removal of 
the slides, and installation of a 
splash pad for children. Some in 
the audience spoke up for keep-
ing the slides.

The other focus on water cen-
tered on how EBRPD would ac-
quire sufficient water to continue 
to keep Shadow Cliffs’ lake level 
high in the future, in the face 
of climatic and environmental 
threats to Zone 7 Water Agency’s 
water supply. 

The thirst for knowledge 
was expressed by some audi-
ence members who said the plan 
should have at least a place-
holder for an interpretive center 
where the public can assemble 
and learn about plants, animals, 
the history of the area, and the 

Slides, Interpretive 
Center Lead Public’s 
List for Shadow Cliffs  

(See SHADOW CLIFFS, page 7)

Pleasanton’s Tentative 
School Cuts at $3.5 Million

(See SCHOOL CUTS, page 4)

Pleasanton school trustees 
have approved $3.5 million in 
potential cuts for the next school 
year.

The cuts will translate into the 
advanced warning of a layoff for 
teachers and  other certificated 
staff who occupy a total of 62 
full-time equivalent  positions.

The board was working to 
meet a deadline to notify certain 
teachers by March 15 that they 
might be losing their jobs. The 

cuts list will show which teach-
ers would be affected. Teachers 
won’t receive the final notice 
until May 15.

The vote on the spending cuts 
was 3-2, with board president 
Valerie Arkin and trustee Jamie 
Hintzke voting against it. The 
board met on Feb. 22.

The split vote occurred be-
cause Arkin and Hintzke did 
not want to reduce funding for 

By Ron McNicoll
Sunol residents and their 

counterparts in Fremont at the 
other end of Niles Canyon Road 
have been picketing road crews 

that are cutting down trees in the 
canyon.

Eventually, more than 400 
trees are supposed to meet the 
ax after all three phases of a 

Niles Canyon Road widening are 
complete.

Picketers from both ends of 
Niles Canyon — Sunol and the 

Sunol Residents Protest Doom 
For 400 Niles Canyon Trees

(See NILES, page 9)

UC responds to 
retiree claims on 
medical care

The University of California 
has submitted its rebuttal to 
Superior Court arguments by 
the UC Livermore Lab Retirees 
Group that the retirees are legally 
entitled to regain the medical 
benefits formerly provided by the 
University of California.

A hearing, possibly the final 
and decisive one on the subject, 
is scheduled for March 24.

In their latest submission 
to Alameda Country Superior 
Court, attorneys for the Univer-
sity argued that the retirees had 
no vested right to continued UC 
medical coverage after the U.S. 
Department of Energy chose a 
new contractor for Lawrence 
Livermore beginning in 2008.  
The Laboratory was and is the 
property of DOE; the federal 
agency made it clear from the 
outset that the new contractor 
would provide medical coverage 
for employees and retirees; and 
it has done so, the University 
argues.

Laboratory employees and 
retirees had UC group health 
coverage under a succession of 
contracts that began in 1952 and 
ended at the beginning of 2008, 
when a for-profit contractor took 
over Laboratory management, 
including administering health 
care. 

The UC Livermore Lab Retir-
ees Group – not to be confused 
with the Laboratory’s Retiree 
Association – was formed to try 
to regain UC coverage through 
relatively informal means ranging 
from meetings with University 
officials to briefing the Regents 
to asking Livermore’s Congres-
sional representative for help. 

The group eventually gathered 
some 800 members nationwide 
and raised funds for possible 
legal action.  When information 
approaches did not succeed, they 
hired legal firms who filed in Su-
perior Court last August.

“Now it’s in the hands of the 
judge,” said Joe Requa, a Labo-
ratory retiree who founded the 

Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Yvonne Gonzalez 
Rogers ruled in favor of the 
City of Pleasanton in its most 
recent lawsuit involving the Lin 
family.

The Judge had earlier issued 
a preliminary ruling in favor of 
the City. 

The Court agreed with the 
City’s request to grant a demur-
rer. This is the legal procedure 
whereby the City challenged 
the legal sufficiency of the Lin’s 
contract claims arising from the 
development agreement linked 

Court Sides with Pleasanton 
In Battle over Oak Grove

with the planned unit develop-
ment for the Lin’s residential 
development project.

Following a successful ref-
erendum of the Oak Grove de-
velopment, Jennifer and Fredric 
Lin sued the city for the right to 
build 51 houses on the 600 acres 
they own in the southeast hills. 
In their third lawsuit involving 
Oak Grove, the Lin family claims 
that the development agreement 
is still valid. 

 Oak Grove included two 
ordinances approved by the city 
council. One was a development 

agreement; the second was a 
planned unit development. Each 
contained a poison pill that states 
that if one of the ordinances were 
invalidated, the other ordinance 
would also be also invalid.   

The Lin’s Lawyer Andrew 
Sabey argued that even if both 
ordinances were invalid, the 
development agreement is a 
separate contract and therefore 
still valid. “The court cannot 
reasonably construe the poison 
pill as effecting a forfeiture of the 
development agreement’s vested 

(See OAK GROVE, page 4)

Troubled by the decline in 
resources available for autistic 
children, a Livermore woman 
is making plans for an activ-
ity center that would combine 
healthy fun for children of all 
backgrounds and abilities with 
therapeutic activities for children 
who need them.

Guided by personal experi-
ence – her son is autistic — An-

Love for An Autistic Son Leads
To Plans for Activities Center

nette Musso sees a profound 
need for a single facility that 
would help the children, as well 
as reduce the constant demand 
for parents of autistic children 
to drive to different places for 
each of the myriad therapies that 
may be required – speech, music, 
social integration, physical and 
occupational, to name a few.

In the near term, she and 

friends are setting up a summer 
program for up to 30 children 
ages 5-11 at the PartiPalooza site 
on Southfront Road in Livermore, 
with morning and afternoon ses-
sions, Monday through Friday.

The program, called JUMPA-
head Summer!, will focus on 
themes that fit with state educa-
tion standards, such as art, fossil 
hunting and understanding the 

solar system.
She hopes JUMPAhead Sum-

mer! can also become an af-
ter-school program during the 
2011-2012 school year. In the 
meantime, she has a grander 
long-term vision, a year around 
center for children tentatively 
called Here We Grow! This 
would be a facility of perhaps 
60,000 square feet somewhere 

on the I-580 corridor running past 
Pleasanton and Livermore. 

As she pictures it, Here We 
Grow! would also be a place for 
serious fun – tactile, hands on and 
educational, with surrounding 
rooms where professionals help 
children with needed therapies.

To prepare for both the near 
and long term programs – the 

(See AUTISM, page 4)

By Patricia Koning
At Tuesday’s meeting of the 

Livermore Board of Education, 
the trustees voted unanimously 
to extend the deadline for the 
retirement enhancement package 
(REP) to May 1 for all employee 
groups. The trustees also voted 
to implement the REP for the 22 
certificated employees (teachers) 
who have already submitted their 

Livermore Extends 
Deadline for Retirement 
Enhancement Package

retirement paperwork, despite 
not meeting the goal of 40 cer-
tificated participants. 

A total of 26 classified em-
ployees submitted retirement 
paperwork before the original 
deadline of Feb. 15. As this 
met the target of 20 classified 
employees, the REP was auto-
matically implemented for this 
group. 
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Stanford University’s high density library storage facility, located in Livermore’s industrial area, 
is expected to double in capacity to 6 million volumes

By Jeff Garberson
Stanford University trustees 

have given the okay to double 
the storage capacity of the Uni-
versity’s little-known Livermore 
library storage facility to 6 mil-
lion volumes from the present 3 
million.

The 31,500-square-foot facil-
ity, known as Stanford Auxil-
iary Library-III, or SAL3, was 
built in 2003 to create room for 
Stanford’s huge library system to 
grow at a time when the libraries 
on the Palo Alto campus were 
running out of space to expand.

It is located on Longfellow 
Court in the industrial area east 
of Vasco and north of Patterson 
Pass Road. 

Design review and the Liver-
more permit process are sched-
uled for the next several months.  
Assuming all goes well, Univer-
sity projections show construc-
tion starting this Fall and finish-
ing about a year later on a budget 
of $14.8 million.  The expansion 
is expected to bring the facility 
up to about 65,000-70,000 square 
feet, a City of Livermore repre-
sentative said.

SAL3 is not a browsing li-
brary, even for Stanford students 
and faculty.  Neither is it open to 
the general public.  It is a high 
density warehouse — high tech 

and climate controlled — for 
storing and retrieving books, 
manuscripts, periodicals, rolled 
and flat documents and magnetic 
media that are used rarely enough 
that they need not be physically 
present on the University’s Palo 
Alto campus, according to Uni-
versity fact sheets.  Stanford 
library users are told to expect 
next-day service Monday through 
Friday when they order volumes 
housed at SAL3.

Subject experts on campus 
review how often volumes are 
withdrawn from SAL3.  Any 
recalled more than twice a year 
will be considered for return to 
campus, according to a Stanford 
advisory issued when the facility 
was new. 

University representatives de-
clined to discuss SAL3 contents 
or operations. They turn down 
requests for tours.  Although the 
library has  a capacity for 3 mil-
lion (or 6 million) volumes does 
not mean that many are present. 
It also doesn’t indicate whether 
the volumes are standard sized 
books, oversize references, blue-
prints, DVDs or something else.

Information available online 
indicates that storage capacity 
includes more than 17,500 large 
shelves and more than 1,000 
large file drawers in a warehouse 

Stanford to spend nearly $15 million
Doubling library storage in Livermore

maintained at 50 degrees F. and 
38 percent relative humidity. 

According to a 2008 Stanford 
faculty report that cautioned 
about what would be lost if im-
personal technology takes over 
completely from human beings in 
library operations, “High density 
storage facilities, like Stanford’s 
at Livermore, are truly remark-
able machines designed to insure 
that no materials are lost.

“But they have nothing in 
common with libraries,” the 
report continues.  They are as 
impersonal and robotic as a fa-
cility for storing and retrieving 
Toyota car parts. “It makes no 
difference to the filing system 
what a book is about, because the 
only parameters that matter are a 
book’s physical dimensions and 
coordinates in a grid of shelves 
and aisles.”

With about 8.5 million vol-
umes, Stanford has the 10th 
largest library among U.S. uni-
versities, according to the Ameri-
can Library Association.  Thus, 
SAL3 can store about one-third 

of Stanford’s volumes today. 
Stanford outgrew the storage 

capacity of its 19 libraries some 
two decades ago, building aux-
iliary storage on campus and in 
Albany (also closed to the public) 
to handle overflow.  However, it 
outgrew those as well, leading 
to construction of the SAL3 in 
Livermore.  Continuing collec-
tion of still more volumes makes 
the doubling of the Livermore 
site essential, the University 
believes.

For comparison, the Library 
of Congress has about 32 million 
volumes, UC-Berkeley has 11 
million, and many major cities 
have millions as well. 

In terms of structure and func-
tion, small city browsing libraries 
like Livermore’s at the Civic 
Center (about 193,000 volumes) 
are not comparable to high den-
sity storage facilities like SAL3, 
since they need to allow room 
for wandering between stacks, 
chairs for reading and tables for 
working, rooms for meetings and 
space for display stands.



VALLEY ROUNDUP
The Independent, MARCH 3, 2011 - PAGE 3

Pleasanton Housing Element 
The City of Pleasanton will host three com-

munity meetings about its Housing Element in 
March. 

Participants will learn about the progress of 
the 11-member Housing Element Task Force as 
they work to evaluate potential housing sites in 
Pleasanton. The first meeting is scheduled on 
Tuesday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. It will be held in 
the multi-purpose room of Fairlands Elemen-
tary School at 41-51 (4151) West Las Positas 
Boulevard. 

A second meeting is scheduled on Saturday, 
March 12 at 9:30 a.m. at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center at 5353 Sunol Boulevard. The third 
meeting is on Monday, March 14 at Lydiksen 
Elementary School in multi-purpose room at 
77-hundred (7700) Highland Oaks Drive. 

All three meetings will present the same agen-
da and information. For more details, please visit 
the City’s website at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us 
and click on the link labeled Housing Element 
Task Force, or call Janice Stern at 931-5606.

Portola Off-Ramp Closing
As part of the construction of the new Isabel 

Interchange Project, the eastbound I-580 Portola 
Avenue off ramp will be permanently closed to 
traffic beginning March 14, 2011. This off ramp 
will ultimately be replaced by the new eastbound 
I-580 Isabel Avenue interchange off ramp sched-
uled to be completed in spring 2012. 

Eastbound I-580 traffic can use the Airway 
Boulevard and North Livermore Avenue inter-
changes for local City access while the new 
Isabel Interchange is under construction. 

For information on the Isabel Avenue Inter-
change project, call Roberto Escobar at  (925) 
960-4500 or visit the City of Livermore web 
site at www. ci.livermore.ca.us/eng/IsabelI-580.
html. 

 Niles Canyon Closure
Caltrans will be performing maintenance and 

pre-construction work on State Route 84 in Niles 
Canyon beginning this weekend.

State Route 84 in Niles Canyon, from Old 
Canyon Road in Fremont to Palomares Road, 
will be closed for rock slide removal on Saturday, 
March 5, from 5 a.m. to 2 p.m.  During this work, 
SR 84 will remain open between Interstate 680 
and Palomares Road.

During the rock slide removal work on March 
5, except for emergency services, the roadway 
will be closed for all westbound and eastbound 
traffic, including bicyclists, from Old Canyon 
Road to Palomares Road. Motorists traveling 
west from Interstate 680 will be stopped at the 
Palomares Road check point and told to either 
turn around or take Palomares Road north to 
Interstate 580.  Large trucks and semi trucks will 
not be allowed to take Palomares Road due to 
size constraints on this narrow road.

This maintenance work must be done to clear 
the rock slide material that has accumulated along 
the base of the hillside between Old Canyon 
Road and Palomares Road due to the recent wet 
weather.

 

McNerney Honored by Sentinels 
The Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship Foun-

dation, an organization headquartered in San 
Ramon that serves severely wounded members 
of the Armed Forces, recently honored Congress-
man Jerry McNerney for his work on behalf of 
veterans. Congressman McNerney is a member 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
serves as the ranking member of the important 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Me-
morial Affairs. He has made improving care and 
benefits for veterans a top priority.

“I’m honored to be recognized by the Senti-
nels of Freedom Scholarship Foundation,” said 
McNerney. “Sentinels of Freedom is an important 
organization that is helping to meet the needs of 
our severely wounded and permanently disabled 
service members. These men and women served 
our country and now face great challenges as 
they return to civilian life. Thanks to four year 
scholarships from Sentinels of Freedom, they are 
overcoming these challenges with help from a 
team of community members who provide sup-
port and assistance with finding a job, a place to 
live and enrolling in school.”  

The mission of the Sentinels of Freedom 
Scholarship Foundation is to assist permanently 
disabled veterans in their efforts to become pro-
ductive, self-sufficient and integrated members of 
their communities upon returning to civilian life. 
The organization brings together permanently 
disabled veterans with caring community teams 
that provide housing, transportation, education, 
employment, mentoring, and ongoing support 
for up to four years.  

Mike Conklin, Chairman of the Sentinels of 
Freedom Scholarship Foundation, recently pre-
sented Congressman McNerney with a formal 
commendation from the organization, which 
reads as follow: Sentinels of Freedom Scholar-
ship Foundation Recognizes Jerry McNerney, 
Congressman, "In honor of your tireless efforts 
in support of our Nation’s wounded and injured 
members of the United States Armed Forces. 
Your support of Sentinels of Freedom Schol-
arship’s Mission has made it possible for those 
whom we serve to maximize their potential and 
achieve their life goals."

Lab Working Group Meets
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory's 

Community Working Group will meet Tues., 
March 8, 6:30 to 8 p.m. to discuss  ongoing 
cleanup of historic groundwater contamination 
at the Laboratory's Livermore site. 

The Livermore site was added to the Com-
prehensive Environmental Remediation Com-
pensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) National 
Priorities (Superfund) List in 1987. Current and 
proposed remediation/cleanup efforts will be 
discussed as part of the Community Working 
Group meeting agenda. The general public is 
invited to attend. 

The meeting will be held in press room is lo-
cated off of Greenville Road at the east entrance 
to LLNL. Directional signage will be posted on 
Greenville Road.

Information about Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory CERCLA activities can be 
found at https://www-envirinfo.llnl.gov/.

   

The East Bay SPCA and 
Bishop Ranch Veterinary Center 
& Urgent Care teamed up last 
February 23, 2010 to perform 120 
free spay and neuter for dogs and 
cats belonging to low-income 
households in an effort to help 
families struggling during the 
economic downturn. The part-
nering organizations are adding 
veterinary staffing to increase 
capacity by 20% this year, due 
to the overwhelming demand for 
free services.

The surgeries were performed 
at the East Bay SPCA Oakland 
Spay/Neuter Surgery Center, lo-
cated at 410 Hegenberger Loop, 
by veterinarians and technicians 
dedicated to ending pet overpop-
ulation in our community. East 
Bay SPCA Spay/Neuter Surgery 
Center staff veterinarians and 
the East Bay SPCA Spay/Neu-
ter team worked alongside Dr. 
Michele Dodd and Dr. Kristel 
Weaver of Bishop Ranch Veteri-
nary Center & Urgent Care, who 
are volunteering their time to 
help make the event possible.

“This is the fourth year we’ve 
partnered with the East Bay 
SPCA for this very worthy event. 
We’re honored to be working 
with such a fantastic animal 

organization and are happy to 
provide veterinarians and techni-
cians to assist with the spay and 
neuter operations for this all-day 
event,” said Dr. Franklin Utchen, 
co-owner of Bishop Ranch Vet-
erinary Center & Urgent Care.  

According to the Humane 
Society of the United States, an 
unspayed cat can give birth to 18 
kittens each year and an unspayed 
dog can give birth to 20 puppies 
each year. Surgeries performed at 
the East Bay SPCA’s two facili-
ties over the past ten years have 
helped cut the euthanasia rates 
for dogs and cats 60%.

East Bay SPCA Executive 
Director Allison Lindquist, adds, 
“Spaying and neutering is criti-
cal; it is the first line of defense 
against the overpopulation of 
animals. Too many dogs and 
cats end up in shelters and do not 
make it out. We are very thank-
ful to the Bishop Ranch staff for 
assisting us with this life-saving 
event.”

Spaying and neutering can 
also help keep dogs and cats 
healthy by reducing or eliminat-
ing the possibility of certain can-
cers. The surgery also eliminates 
the problems and risks associated 
with pregnancy and birth. A neu-

tered dog or cat is less likely to 
roam away from his home, which 
will keep him safe from becom-
ing lost or hit by a car.

The East Bay SPCA usually 
charges $60 for a cat spay or 
neuter and $100 for a dog spay or 
neuter, which are well below ac-
tual costs for these procedures. In 
addition, cats and dogs in need of 
vaccinations received them at no 
charge along with their free sur-
geries. Post operative supplies, 
such as e-collars and medications 
were provided free of charge. For 
more information, call 510-639-
PETS (7387), or visit the East 
Bay SPCA’s website at www.
eastbayspca.org.

 

Clinic Aimed at Curbing Pet Population



PAGE 4 - The Independent, MARCH 3, 2011

EDITORIAL

(INLAND VALLEY PUBLISHING CO.)

Publisher: Joan Kinney Seppala 
Associate Publisher: David T. Lowell

Editor: Janet Armantrout

The Independent is published every Thursday by Inland Valley Publishing Company, 2250 First St., Liver-
more, CA 94550; (925) 447-8700.  Mailed at Periodical Postage Prices at the Livermore Post Office and 
additional entry office: Pleasanton, CA 94566-9998. The Independent is mailed upon request. Go to www.
independentnews.com to sign up and for more information. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Independent, 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550. 

Advertising rates and subscription rates may be obtained by calling  (925) 447-8700 
during regular business hours or by fax: (925) 447-0212. 

Editorial information may be submitted by editmail@compuserve.com.

A Cutting Edge Downtown 
The Hertz Foundation, one of our nation’s top endow-

ers of science/technology education, has announced it will 
move to downtown Livermore in April.

Negotiations are nearing completion for a site at 2300 
First Street, near the Bankhead Theater. Lawrence Liver-
more National Security already has offices in the building. 
The Hertz Foundation is currently located on Research 
Drive near Vasco Road. The move is aimed at increasing 
the foundation’s fund-raising and relationship with the 
community.

Its original endowment was provided by the late John 
Hertz, founder of the car rental company. The foundation 
seeks to support the top 1% of science/technology gradu-
ate students, offering a five-year endowment at $50,000 a 
year.

Its influence has been disproportionate to the size of the 
foundation. Hertz fellows have won on a per capita basis 
more Nobels and other prestigious awards than those won 
by the fellows of the National Science Foundation.

 Downtown Livermore is reaching a new level with this 
move. Not only are there the cultural events and shopping we 
commonly associate with downtowns, but also Livermore’s 
unique city center is becoming a major player.

 
                              

three reading-related programs. 
They said that reading is such 
a key to academic progress that 
it deserves to be preserved from 
the cuts.

The trustees in the vote ma-
jority were Chris Grant, Joan 
Laursen and Jeff Bowser. They 
said that they would rather adopt 
the entire $3.5 million in cuts 
now, including the reading-
related reductions. However, 
philosophically, they did not 
disagree with Arkin and Hintzke 
concerning the crucial role that 
reading plays.

The trustees said that when 
more is known about the state 
budget, they can make the read-
ing program cuts the first to be 
restored, if the fiscal picture were 
to improve.

Much of the fiscal backing 
will depend on how the district’s 
parcel tax election fares on May 
4, as well as the success of a tax 
extension election that the Gov. 
Jerry Brown is seeking for the 
June ballot.

Arkin made the effort to avoid 
the reading reductions by asking 
staff at a previous meeting to add 
to the cuts list. The goal was to 
reduce expenditures by $3.1 mil-
lion. Staff came back with more 
cuts, that totaled $3.5 million, so 
there would be some flexibility in 
choosing from the list.

However, saving all three 
reading programs from reduc-
tions fell $18,000 short of the 
goal. Arkin said the district 
should be able to find that. The 
majority on the board vote said 
they preferred to send all possibly 
affected teachers notice.

Squeezing more money from 
the adult school budget, because 
of state flexibility, helped the 
district add $400,000 or so. The 
adult school fund contributes a 
total of $579,000 toward the $3.5 
million in savings.

Otherwise the cuts list con-
sisted of items that the board 
discussed at previous meetings. 
Among them were elimination 
of K-3 and 9th grade class size 
reduction, for a total of $1.7 
million.

Also slated for cutbacks are 
high school and middle school 
counseling services, and an 
additional three furlough days 
for management  bringing their 
total to 13 days spread over three 
years.

The Regional Occupational 
Program, classified staff posi-
tions at schools and the admin-
istration headquarters, and five 
full-time equivalent specialists 
at the elementary schools will 
see cuts, as will several other 
categories.
GRANT: CUTTING 3 DAYS
COULD SAVE PROGRAMS

The board held a special 
meeting March 1 where trustees 
heard assistant superintendent 
Bill Faraghan explain how the 
program reductions will translate 
to specific positions. He said that 
35 of the 62 total positions will 

be the result of ending class size 
reduction.

About one-half dozen au-
dience speakers talked about 
the losses, especially in PE. 
All raised the same issues that 
already had been aired in past 
board meetings. Trustees reiter-
ated how reluctant they are to 
make any cuts. 

Grant said that he favors 
shortening the school year by 
three days. That could save  fun-
damental programs,  he said. 

“I’m worried about the impact 
(of losing programs) on kids, but 
also on the district and the team. 
We are only as good as the staff 
and teachers around us,” added 
Grant.

Any shortening of the school 
year would have to be a negoti-
ated item between the teachers 
union and management. Talks 
on next year’s contract are un-
derway now. 

Classified employees also 
have opened negotiations. They 
want to stand pat on wages and 
all other items. The district wants 
to talk about working hours, 
leaves of absence, health and 
welfare benefits, and wages.

TAX GROUP SUGGESTS
CONTRACT CHANGES
On a related item about school 

finance, the Pleasanton Educated 
Voters Committee (PEVC) con-
tinued its questioning of the 
school district about budget 
adjustments that it would like to 
see made.

E-mails were sent to district 
officials and school board mem-
bers on Feb. 22, the day of the 
board's most recent meeting. 
As with past e-mails, the only 
return address was the group's 
web page.

One PEVC e-mail said the 
group was pleased that in con-
tract negotiations an article deal-
ing with holidays would be 
opened. PEVC said that classified 
employees are given too many 
holidays, "including the Birthday 
Holiday." 

Paid holidays should be re-
duced only to those required by 
federal and state law, said the 
e-mail. The savings could go 
to support the school district's 
programs and services.

One e-mail asked the board 
to remove "section 3.21.7 from" 
the contract with the classified 
employees. The clause prohibits 
the district from abolishing any 
classified position and using a 
volunteer instead. 

District spokesperson Myla 
Grasso told the Independent that 
the clause is part of the state 
education code, and it would be 
illegal to remove it.

PEVC earlier asked the board 
to delay the parcel tax for one 
year. If the board did not delay 
the vote in order to find further 
fiscal remedies to balance the 
district's budget, the group said 
that it would oppose the parcel 
tax. The tax has been placed on 
the ballot. The group apparently 
has not issued any formal state-
ment in opposition to it.

SCHOOL CUTS
(continued from page one)

rights,” Sabey wrote in his argu-
ments. “The clause does not say 
that the development agreement 
would be set aside, only the or-
dinance. Had the city intended to 
void the development agreement, 
it could have said so.”

Following the preliminary 
ruling, the Lins  asked to amend 
their complaint to include ad-
ditional arguments to support 
their claim that a development 
agreement is still valid.  The 
judge’s decision issued Feb. 23 
grants the demurrer to the City 
of Pleasanton without leave to 
amend.

There could be another law-
suit involving the Oak Grove 
development.

In  arguments filed with the 
court, the Lin’s attorney states 
that if the development agree-
ment were invalidated by the 

court, the Lins plan to file a dam-
ages claim. 

In her decision, Judge Rogers 
wrote that the plain terms of both 
ordinances indicate that both or-
dinances would be set aside in the 
event of a successful referendum 
of one. Once the referendum oc-
curred, the condition that would 
invalidate the ordinance came 
to pass and no contractual duty 
was created.

According to Pleasanton As-
sistant City Attorney Larissa 
Seto, because the Court’s order 
does not grant the Lins the oppor-
tunity to amend their complaint, 
the argument that the develop-
ment agreement is valid has been 
concluded at the trial court level.  
“The Lins can seek to appeal the 
trial court’s ruling, or pursue 
other actions against the city 
based on other legal claims.”

OAK GROVE
(continued from page one)

An estimated 250 people 
turned out to mark the first 
anniversary of the lockout of 
unionized Castlewood Country 
Club employees. Speeches were 
heard from a couple of political 
representatives who want the 
workers back on the job.

The gathering at the park-
ing lot of Castlewood’s lower 
golf course was attended by the 
workers and sympathetic Valley 
residents. 

Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty and Assembly-
man Bob Wiekowski, whose 
20th Assembly District includes 
south Pleasanton, spoke to the 
crowd.

The NFL Players’ Association 
has taken a stand in support of 
the 61 workers who have been 
locked out.

Castlewood Workers, Supporters 
Observe Lockout’s First Year

One of the workers, Angel 
Melendez, said in a union press 
release, “I never imagined they 
would throw me out in the street 
for a year just because I want to 
be able to take my son to the doc-
tor when he gets sick. I also never 
imagined how strong and united 
my co-workers and I would be-
come through this struggle.”

Union local president Wei-
Ling Huber compared the lock-
out to attempts by Wisconsin 
Gov. Scott Walker to destroy the 
state government’s unions in her 
hometown of Madison, Wis.

 “Like Governor Walker, 
Castlewood is using the budget 
as an excuse. It’s never been 
about the money. They’ve spent 
many times more than the differ-
ence between our proposals on 
anti-union consultants, security 

guards and negotiators,” said 
Huber. 

“What they’re really fighting 
is the very idea of the workers 
having the right to bargain col-
lectively. Workers in Wisconsin 
are resisting, and inspiring others 
to stand with them — just like 
the Castlewood workers have,” 
she said.

Sam Singer, whose San Fran-
cisco public relations firm repre-
sents Castlewood management, 
said, “Castlewood continues 
discussions and negotiations 
with members of Unite Here!, 
and hopes to come to a positive 
conclusion with the union.”

“Other than that, there is not a 
lot to report. Castlewood prefers 
to negotiate at the bargaining 
table,” said Singer.

Unite Here! union spokesper-

son Sarah Norr said that the two 
sides meet regularly, “We are not 
seeing the kind of progress we’d 
like in those negotiations.”

“The club’s offer now is a lot 
worse than a year ago. They no 
longer offer a $1 per hour raise. 
At the beginning of the lockout, 
they asked workers to pay $739 
per month for a family of three 
or four. Now that’s up to $850,” 
said Norr. 

The union has said in the past 
that $250 per month is the maxi-
mum affordable to pay medical 
for a family of three or four. 
“You have to consider that these 
workers make $12.52 per hour 
on average, are not full-time, 
and if they are not available to 
work, they do not make enough 
money,” she said.

coming JUMPAhead Summer! 
and the farther off Here We 
Grow! – Musso is establishing 
the Creative Autism Solutions 
Team (CAST), a non-profit or-
ganization with a board of direc-
tors, an organization chart and a 
business plan. The effort is mid-
stream, as she is still looking for 
directors and managers as well as 
accounting and legal help.

CAST’s goal would be to 
“establish an after school care fa-
cility for ALL children,” accord-
ing to its business plan. In run-
ning the activities center, CAST 
would also provide professional 
therapists to help with everything 
from social skills to playground 
supervision. It would also assist 
parents who need advice and 
guidance in the constant effort to 
obtain and make use of medical 
insurance and to understand and 
draw on government services.

When it comes to the need for 
advice and guidance, Annette and 
husband Mark Musso speak from 
experience, having fought some 
battles on their own on behalf of 
their autistic son, Matteo. Annette 
says their medical insurer denied 
claims for $6,000 to $8,000 per 
month in therapy costs for Matteo 
that were clearly covered by their 
policy. They were reimbursed 
only after a legal battle that 

they had to pursue on their own 
because they couldn’t afford a 
lawyer. “People need to know 
that they can fight,” she says.

They also need to understand 
how expensive professional 
therapy can be and how helpful 
government programs are, she 
adds. 

Having a centralized facil-
ity for therapy would be a great 
saver of transportation time and 
energy, Annette says. Transport-
ing autistic kids to and from 
therapy sessions in different parts 
of the Bay Area is incredibly time 
consuming, and hard enough for 
married couples like Annette 
and Mark.

In many families, the job has 
to be borne by a single parent. 
The divorce rate among parents 
of autistic children is a heart-
breaking 85 percent, Annette 
says. 

Autism is a developmental 
disorder that starts in the first 
three years of life and restricts the 
development of social interac-
tions and communication skills. 
The number of autistic children is 
not known exactly, but it is clear 
that three or four times more boys 
than girls become autistic. One 
in 70 boys born today is autistic, 
according to some estimates.

It may be a natural first, horri-

fied question for the parents of an 
autistic child who wonder wheth-
er they did something wrong, but 
the answer is no: family income, 
education and lifestyle do not 
affect a child’s risk of the condi-
tion, according to the National 
Institutes of Health. 

That can be small consolation 
to parents criticized by a fellow 
shopper when their autistic child 
misbehaves in a store, perhaps 
seeking some kind of connection 
with the world through physical 
activity or contact. “The com-
ments we sometimes endure can 
be really hurtful,” Annette says.

Annette is a sales representa-
tive for the eye wear manufac-
turer, ClearVision Optical. Mark 
is a manager at Tracy Honda. If 
their last name sounds familiar, 
it may be because Mark is the 
eldest son of former Livermore 
city manager George Musso.   

The Mussos’ experience with 
autism is deeply personal, as 
perhaps it has to be. Matteo, their 
only child, now 7, developed at 
a normal rate through his first 
15 months, with a vocabulary 
of 100 words. Then he suddenly 
regressed. By 18 months, “he 
wouldn’t say his own name,” 
Annette says. The change took 
place after Matteo had the stan-
dard childhood DPT vaccination. 
She knows that the medical world 
disagrees, but she can’t shake the 
conviction that the shot caused 
the condition.

“There is too much stress 
on the young immune system” 
with these early vaccinations, 
she says.

In the years since then, she has 
seen various therapies provide 
Matteo a world of good, which is 
why she is committed to setting 

up a facility to promote that kind 
of healthy improvement for other 
children as well. 

She believes it is a mistake to 
segregate autistic children into 
classes where they only interact 
with other autistic children, so 
JUMPAhead Summer! and Here 
We Grow! will be intended to 
attract kids of all sorts — those 
without disabilities as well as 
those with. 

She has seen her own son ben-
efit from interacting with fully 
able children, whom she calls 
“neuro-typical,” and conversely 
seen other, more aggressive 
children become gentler when 
interacting with him.

“Matteo is so gentle,” she 
says. “Kids learn from other kids. 
Autism schools are fine, but I am 
not a separationist.”

In terms of therapy, she has 
been powerfully impressed by 
the approach of Svetlana Mas-
gutova, a Russian psychologist, 
who uses exercise, pressure 
points and other physical stimuli 
to try to re-create the patterns of 
reflexes that a child normally 
passes through during develop-
ment, but failed to do because of 
autism, cerebral palsy or perhaps 
a brain injury.

The Mussos’ personal experi-
ence, and the financial hardship 
that goes with it, are passionately 
related in a slide show that they 
have put online. 

For those who are interest-
ed in this summer’s program 
at PartiPalooza or the longer  
te rm future  of  an  ac t iv i-
ties center for the Livermore  
Valley, Annette can be contacted 
at 925-784-1537, or annette-
musso@comcast.net.

 

AUTISM
(continued from page one)

The REP for these 48 employ-
ees will cost the District about 
$700,000, which will be paid 
with $2.1 million in stimulus 
money that the District received 
from the Federal Jobs Fund. That 
money can be used for anything 
that can save jobs, excluding 
those of District office staff. 

Director of Student Services 
Chris Van Schaack said the REP, 
at its current level, will generate 
significant cost savings, nearly 
$2.4 million over the next three 
years. The calculated savings 
estimate is based on the current 
salary of the retiree including 
benefits, the cost of the REP for 
that same retiree, the ongoing 
cost of health benefits for that 
retiree, and the cost of the em-
ployee replacing the retiree. 

“This estimate is very con-
servative. It is based on hiring 
back the most expensive people 
possible to fill these openings 
created by retirements,” said 
Van Schaack. “It’s conceivable 
the REP will generate another 
$2-300,000 in savings.”

When the Board first ap-
proved the REP in December, 
Van Schaack stated that 320 
certificated and 243 classified 
employees were eligible for 
the REP. He estimated that 110 
certificated and 92 classified 
employees were likely to take 
the package. With the deadline 
extended to May 1, he is hoping 
more of those eligible employees 
will decide to take advantage of 
the REP. 

The REP gives eligible em-
ployees a lump sum consisting of 
15% of the employee’s 2010-11 
base salary and $500 for each full 
year of actual service beyond 10 
years. To be eligible, the effec-
tive date of retirement must be 

between July 1, 2010 and June 
30, 2011. The employee must be 
at or above a specific place on the 
salary scale.

This action reduced the num-
ber of full-time teaching posi-
tions that may be eliminated due 
to budget cuts from 15 to one. 
The board did approve a resolu-
tion to eliminate one full-time 
music position. However, this 
action only triggers a prelimi-
nary layoff notice to the person 
affected. The deadline for a final 
layoff notice is May 15. 

The position in question is 
the elementary music teacher, 
which is currently funded by 
the Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation (LVEF). This teacher 
conducts a music appreciation 
class for all fifth graders in the 
District. LVEF is in the process 
of raising funds for the upcom-
ing year.

“It took LVEF two years to 
raise the money to fund that 
position initially,” said Super-
intendent Kelly Bowers. “Now 
they are trying to raise the same 
amount in just one year. With 
significant donations from Wente 
Vineyards and Wells Fargo, they 
are getting there.”

LVEF will hold “Reach for 
the Stars—An Evening of the 
Arts for the Arts,” one of its big-
gest fundraisers for the music 
program, on March 31 at the 
Bankhead Theater. The event 
features dynamic arts showcase 
performances and visual arts 
displays by elementary, middle, 
and high school students enrolled 
in the District’s arts programs. 
Tickets are $25 general admis-
sion and $12.50 for students and 
sponsorship opportunities are 
available. For more information, 
see www.firstgiving.com/lvef. 

  

RETIREMENT
(continued from page one)

The Alameda County Trans-
portation Commission (Alameda 
CTC) invites the general public 
and all interested parties to attend 
Community Workshops regard-
ing the Alameda Countywide 
Transportation Plan (CWTP) and 
the Transportation Expenditure 
Plan (TEP).

The public is invited to help 
the Alameda CTC plan for trans-
portation improvements and pri-
oritize transportation investments 
over the next 25 years. Com-
munity Workshops will solicit 
public input. The meeting in the 
Tri-Valley will be Thurs., March 
24, in the Dublin Library, 6:30 
to 7 p.m., an information open 
house followed by the workshop 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

The Alameda CWTP is a 
long-range policy document that 
guides transportation funding 
decisions for Alameda County’s 
transportation system over the 
next 25 years. The TEP is the 
Alameda County half-cent trans-
portation sales tax initiative, cur-
rently known as Measure B. As a 
key source of local funding, the 
TEP funds transportation projects 
and programs, such as operations 
and maintenance, in Alameda 
County.

The CWTP is being updated to 
address legislative and regulatory 
changes in transportation, as well 
as changing demographics and 
economic trends and to address 
current and future transportation 
needs. The CWTP will also pro-
vide a framework and guidelines 
for transportation planning in ac-
cordance with regional goals and 
planning policy requirements.

Key issues to be addressed in 
the planning process include:

• Planning for a multi-modal 
system that equitably moves 
people and goods efficiently and 
cost effectively throughout the 
County;

• Planning for the full range 
of travel needs and the diversity 
of users of the transportation 
system;

• Integrating new legislation 
that requires greater coordina-
tion between transportation and 
land use planning and a focus 
on reducing Vehicle Miles Trav-
elled (VMT) and greenhouse gas 
emissions;

  For more information on 
the Alameda CTC, ACCMA and 
ACTIA, visit the website www.
alamedactc.org.

 

Public Input Sought on 
County Transportation Plan
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Falcon’s Nest Nets Victory 
over Amador Valley

The Foothill High School boys’ var-
sity team ended their regular season with 
a 60-51 victory cross-town rival Amador 
Valley in front of a standing-room-only 
crowd at Foothill on Feb. 18. The pregame 
ceremony featured Senior Night recognition 
of Foothill’s senior cheerleaders and eleven 
senior players on the basketball team. 

Chris O’Neil, Foothill’s co-captain and 
leading scorer, donned a protective face 
mask to guard his broken nose from further 
injury. O’Neil had broken his nose during 
the Granada game played on February 15. 
The student body demonstrated their support 
of O’Neil’s courageous move by wearing 
mock-up face masks.

The Falcons scored the first basket of the 
game and mounted an early lead. Foothill’s 
defense took over and smothered the Dons led 
by co-captain Chad Bianchi’s play. The Dons 
responded with a full-court pressing defense. 
Foothill consistently broke the press. 

In the latter part of the 1st quarter, 
Amador over-extended its press and left 
Foothill’s center DeJon Pierson wide-open 
in Foothill’s offensive side of the court. The 
6’ 7” center received a pass from one of his 
teammates and headed towards the lane on 
a mission.  He elevated, with the ball in his 
left hand, to adrenalin-filled new heights 
and threw down a “poster-izing” tomahawk 
dunk over a flailing Amador defender.  The 
Falcons closed out the 1st quarter with a 
16-9 advantage.

The Falcons rode the momentum of 
Pierson’s dunk into the second quarter and 
extended the lead at the half to a 31-18 
advantage. 

Amador was able to muster a small rally 
in the 3rd quarter but never made a real threat 
to the Falcons. Amador was able to close the 
margin to 9 points as the 3rd period ended and 
the stage was set for 4th and final period.

The teams exchanged baskets in the early 
part of the quarter. Then Amador began to 
chip away at the lead. O’Neil  removed his 
protective face mask with a few minutes 
remaining in the game.

After a four point possession by Amador, 
Foothill’s lead was cut to four points. This 
is when O’Neil took over. The ball was in-
bounded to O’Neil who faced Amador’s full 
court press.  He wove his way through three 
more Amador players with determination 
and finished his quest with a hand-shifting, 
left-handed layup. On Foothill’s next posses-
sion, they faced yet another four point lead. 
Foothill patiently ran their offense and time 
off the clock. A Foothill shot glanced off the 
rim and was up for grabs. Bianchi extended 
his 6’ 3” body and dove after the loose ball. 
He was able to slap the ball in the direction 
of teammate Nick Roby. The ball eventually 
made its way to O’Neil who was positioned 
behind the 3-point line. T O’Neil drained 
an NBA-length 3-pointer over two Amador 
defenders. This basket extended the margin 
to seven points with about one minute left 
in the game.

Foothill, who led the game from begin-
ning to end, closed out the game with a 
convincing 60-51 victory over the Dons. 
The victory over Amador also secured final 
bragging rights.  

The Falcons were led by seniors Chris 
O’Neil, Thomas Sun, Chad Bianchi and 
DeJon Pierson with 19, 13, 11 and 8 points 
respectively. The victory also sealed a 3rd 
place EBAL finish for the second consecu-
tive year for Foothill (behind De La Salle 
and San Ramon respectively – both years) 
and a NCS-qualifying playoff berth for the 
Falcons. (Note: Amador and California High 
School were also involved in a 3-way tie for 
3rd place with the Falcons this year.)

Foothill (seeded 12th in NCS) drew 
Berkeley (5th seed) in the first round of the 
NCS playoffs. Chris O’Neil did not play in 
the NCS playoff game because his fractured 
nose was re-set the day of the playoff game. 
The travelling Falcons competed well into 
late into the 4th quarter and managed to stay 
within single-digit striking distance, but 
Berkeley pulled away and ended the short-
lived Falcons playoff run 53-35.

Congratulations to head coach Ryan 
Lloyd, assistant coach Joe Johnson, seniors 
Chad Bianchi, Stepen Ferrel, Keaton Hous-
man, Adal Malik, Stephan Mohajer, Chris 
O’Neill, Dejon Peirson, Jimmy Rhoades, 
Nick Roby, Thomas Sun, Michael Udinski; 
and juniors Nate Bussani, Jonathan Vicencio 
on a great season.

 

Tumbling and Trampoline
Livermore’s Springtime Tumbling and 

Trampoline team sent 11 athletes to the 
Sprit of the Flame Challenge at the San 
Jose Convention Center on February 25-
26, 2011. The gymnasts competed in three 
events: trampoline, double-mini trampoline, 
and tumbling. Springtime brought home 17 
first-place medals, 3 second place medals, 
and 7 third place medals:

Tumbling First Place: David Davisson 
(Level 4, 9-10), Megan Hebert (Level 5, 
9-10), Shoshana Cohen(Level 5, 13-14), 
Kaitlyn Clevenger (Level 6, 9-10),  Jeremy 
Pigford (Level 6, 11-12), Delaney Foote 
(Level 7, 13-14), Kendall Aasen (Level 7, 
15+); Tumbling Third Place: Lexi Carzoli 
(Level 4, 11-12), Sabra Wilson(Level 5, 
7-8)

Trampoline First Place: David Davisson 
(Level 6, 9-10), Shoshana Cohen (Level 6, 
13-14), Kaitlyn Clevenger (Level 7, 9-10),  
Anna O’Brien (Level 7, 13-14),  Kendall 
Aasen (Level 7, 15+), Delaney Foote (Level 
8, 13-14); Trampoline Second Place: Nick 
Abrego (Level 5, 7-8), Jeremy Pigford 
(Level 7, 11-12); Trampoline Third Place: 
Sabra Wilson (Level 6, 7-8), Megan Hebert 
(Level 6, 9-10) 

Double-Mini First Place: Sabra Wilson 
(Level 6, 7-8), Megan Hebert (Level 6, 
9-10), David Davisson (Level 7, 9-10), Jer-
emy Pigford(Level 8, 11-12); Double-Mini 
Second Place: Nick Abrego (Level 5, 7-8); 
Double-Mini Third Place:  Lexi Carzoli 
(Level 6, 11-12), Kaitlyn Clevenger (Level 
7, 9-10), Kendall Aasen (Level 8, 15+)

Baseball Alumni Game
Livermore High School baseball alumni 

are invited to play in an alumni game this 
year on Saturday March 12 at 11:00.  The 
alumni will be  playing against the current 
Varsity team.

Lunch will be provided afterward for all 
those who participate. Even if  you do not 
wish to play or you physically are unable to,  
come on out and check out the new facility 

and enjoy a free lunch.
Any questions, please feel free to check 

our website at www.eteamz.com/LHSCow-
boysBaseball  or e-mail Coach Perotti at 
dperotti@lvjusd.k12.ca.us 

Bowling News
Mushy Machado, in the Cheyenne 

League bowled, 12 strikes in a row for a "per-
fect" 300 at the Granada Bowl in Livermore.  
Youth Bowler Tyler Filyou, in the Generation 
Gap League, rolled 245, 176 and 198 for a 
619 series, 181 pins over average.   

Tom Nugent, in the Getaway Fours 
League, bowled a 244, Lee Pettus 241, Doug 
Simens 237, Dave Mellberg 236, Aaron Fick 
225, Mark Duguid 218, Neil Lund 213, Jeff 
Cote 213, Dave Moore 212, Al Motley 204 
and Bastian Sopora. In the Match Point 
League, Steve Ohlsen  rolled a 288, Scott 
Lowe 260, Roger Purta 246, Bob Bernal 
245, Gerald Cain 243, Woody Manchester 
238, Joe Lemke 235, Jeff Steinle 226, Tony 
Mendoza 226, Gail Carroll 220, Roy McCord 
218, Bob Rochin 214, Sean Tomasello 203 
and Frank Danneil 203.  

Steve Choate, in the 4 Season's Heating 
& Air League, bowled a 279, Norm Schlaegel 
236, Phil Sivret 234 and Gabe Donohue 
223.  Bruce Ragusa, in the Practice Kings & 
Queens League, rolled a 253, Craig Truscott 
245, Duane Moschetti 243, Russ Overcash 
228, Daniel Dunn 221, Rusty Browning 
211, Robert Huitron 208, Jeff Zaballos 205, 
Tanya Kolman 203, William Elmer and David 
Simecek 200.  Rich Canada, in the Cheyenne 
League, bowled a 288, Glen Thompson 277, 
Gene Bruihl 269, Mark McCreary 268, Dave 
Erwin 266, Tim Piper 266, Andrew Proscia 
258 and Mike Bowers 256.  In the Early Years 
Fun Time League, Charlie Butkiewiez  rolled 
a 279, Steve Reitz 254, Jeremy Stuber 254, 
Frank Danneil 237, Dan Turina 215, Jackie 
Thompson 211 and Ray Siegfried 206.  Jeff 
Richter,,Family Affair League, bowled a 223 
and Mike Collins 211.  Austin Bartee, in the 
Generation Gap League, rolled a 174.

Morning League Bowlers - Dwayne 
Childress, in the Primetime Senior League, 

bowled a 240, Otis Farris 224 and Jim 
McQuaid 222.  Don Tunison, in the Sirs & 
Sirettes League, rolled a 259, Bill Nawrocki 
222, Bill Ormond 222, Garry Rodrique 215, 
Paul Guerrero 214, Larry Preszler 208 and 
Rich Baguio 201.  Tom Crane, in the Donna's 
Mixers League, bowled a 279, Sam Cancilla 
205, Dick Braden 204, Clint McFaddin 204, 
Jack Turner 204, Don Tunison 203 and  
Doug Parker 202. In the Senior Primetim-
ers League, Norm Taasevigan  rolled a 222, 
Charley Henderson 221, Ron Knott 219, 
John Waite 215, Gwen Ulibarri 205, Dick 
Greene 203 and Earl Strain 200.

Youth bowler Eric Smyth, in the Gen-
eration Gap League, bowled a 269, Shawn 
Donohue 268, Jacky Faltings 267, Justin 
Agness 258, Ross Anderson 226 and Kate-
lynn Goddard 214.

 

BUSC 2011 Placement
Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club 

(BUSC) has released its 2011 placement dates 
for the upcoming 2011-12 soccer season. The 
sessions are scheduled around the two 3-day 
holiday weekends during the month of Febru-
ary.  BUSC has  also rented the turf fields 
at Las Positas College in order to eliminate 
any possible rain out issues. 

These placements are for all competitive 
levels of play for the age groups below. 

The U9 & U10 age groups will run in 
the “academy” format, which means players 
will be selected from a player pool of the top 
50 players for each age group. These players 
will train together during the March-May 
time frame. Coaches will use this spring 
training to determine what team the players 
will be placed upon after they return from 
the club break, which takes place from June 
17 through July 4. 

Each age group will have 5 teams of 
10 players.

A U9/10 academy parent information 
night will be announced soon. Please check 
the website for details.

4th grade Catholic Community of Pleasanton (CCOP) captured 
the CYO basketball championship for the 2010-2011 basketball 
season. This team won first place out of 40 teams within the Tri-
Valley on Sunday, February 27. They won the title with nailbiter 
victory over another CCOP team from Pleasanton, 21-20. Pictured 
Coaches Peter Holley & Kevin Goon; (back row, left to right) Devin 
Krywe, Ty Castro, Paul Holley, Ethan Rodrick, Mason Shaffer, 
Cooper Petty; (front row)  Jack Bessiere, Nathan Williams, Tommy 
Goon, Andrew Baro and Jason Diwa. Photo - Mike Shaffer
 

The St. Michael/St. Charles (SM/SC) 8th grade girls Wolfpack 
brought home the 2nd place trophy in the Tri-Valley League 
CYO Basketball Championships.  An exceptional performance 
against St. Joan in the semi-final game propelled them to the 
finals the following night.  Down by 3 with only seconds left the 
Pack managed to sink 5 out of 6 free throws before the buzzer for 
a come from behind victory of 31-29.  Team members are:  (back 
row)  Jessica Elfin, Liz Fleming, Coach Tim Rickford, Ashley 
Breyer, Cameo Schubert, Kelly Borden, Kirah VanTrease, Paige 
Walker, (front row) Coach Lori McBride, Jordan Volponi, Alyssa 
Gonzalez, Brandi Meyer, Sarah Partridge, Coach Kris Lupo.

Ben Musolf is the first winner of Campo di Bocce 2011 
Showdown Series Bocce Ball Tournament airing on Tri-Valley 
TV30. Coincidentally, Ben is also Campo di Bocce COO.  The 
show airs on Channel 30 on Saturday at 9 a.m. or at 9 p.m., 
Sunday at 8 a.m. or at 4 p.m. For additional show times visit our 
website at trivalleytv.org.

Fans celebrate Foothill's win over Amador Valley in varsity basketball.
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All  parents are asked to register their 
kids for try outs by completing the registra-
tion form available on the website www.
busc.org. This pre-registration process will 
allow BUSC  to properly prepare with staff 
and equipment.

U15-U16 Age Groups: Tuesday, April 
12 & Thursday, April 14, Val Vista Park; 
Age 15: 4:00pm-5:30pm; Age 16: 5:30pm-
7:00pm

U17-U18 Age Groups: Thursday, April 
21 & Friday, April 22, Val Vista Park, Age 17: 
4:00pm-5:30pm; Age 18: 5:30pm-7:00pm

U19 Select & Advanced:  Val Vista 
Park, 4:00pm-6:00pm

Bocce Kits for Rent
Following the debut of two new bocce 

courts at the freshly renovated Bothwell 
Park, the Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District is now making bocce ball kits 
available for rent to the public.

Bocce ball kits can be checked out for a 
week at a time from the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. The kits are available at 
the front counter from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Rental for one week is $20, plus a $40 
refundable deposit by credit card or cash – a 
total of $60. The $40 deposit is refundable if 
equipment is returned in good condition. Kits 
are rented on a first-come, first-served basis; 
reservations are not available in advance. 
Rental of a bocce ball kit does not guarantee 
a bocce ball court will be available.

The Robert Livermore Community Cen-
ter is located at 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
Bothwell Park is located at 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. For more information, call 
925-373-5700.

 
Dublin Bowl-a-Rama

Dublin Partners In Education is now 
recruiting teams to bowl at the annual Bowl-
a-Rama event. This family fun event raises 
money to support program in the Dublin 
public schools. All families are invited to 
join in the fun, kids and grandparents are 
welcome.

The event will be held  Sunday, March 
6, fun starts at 1:00 till 4.  Registration forms 
are available at all public school offices and at 
Earl Anthony’s Dublin Bowling Center. 

Contact Kelly Knabe at 828-255 ex 5423 
or e-mail knabekelly@dublin.k12.ca.us for 

more info.

Shamrock Run
The 13th Annual City of Dublin Sham-

rock 5K Fun Run and Walk is set for Sun., 
March 13 along a 3.1 mile course. 

Registration begins at 7:15 p.m. The race 
will begin at 8:30 am on Dublin Boulevard 
across from the Civic Center.

There will be a post race celebration 
at the festival site. The Shamrock 5K Fun 
Run and Walk is part of the St. Patrick’s Day 
Festival with Irish music, dancing, food and 
over 170 artisans and crafters.

Register at www.active.com.

Bocce Tournaments
Campo di Bocce of Livermore is the 

host of the 2011 Showdown Series Bocce 
Tournaments.  The event is the brain child 
of Campo di Bocce COO, Benjamin Musolf.  
Ben’s passion for the game has brought this 
Bocce event to the Livermore Valley on a 
Bi-Weekly basis.  The version of the Game 
is called Punto, Raffa, Volo and is the Inter-
national version of the sport of Bocce.

The Showdown series features some of 
the best players in not only the Bay Area, but 
all of California as well.  The age range of 
participants is 16 to 75 years.  The skill level 
of participants ranges from players having 
played less than two years to the highest 
International level in Italy.  The beauty of this 
tournament is that everyone is eligible and 
allows for a playing field of equal balance 
between male and female.

The ultimate goal is to have a sponsor 
of the event if not on a weekly basis but the 
entire Showdown Series.  Campo di Bocce 
of Livermore was the sponsor of the Febru-
ary 20, 2011 event.  This week’s tournament 
was the first to be televised (on Tri-Valley 
TV30) in the country.

The winner of the February 20, 2011 
event was none only than Campo di Bocce’s 
own, Ben Musolf.  Ben played and excellent 
final match against Oscar D’Amore from 
Italy.  This victory gave Oscar his only 
singles loss of the entire series that has been 
going since October.  The series will continue 
through June 5, 2011.

The tournament is open to the public and 
the public is encouraged to attend.  Campo 
di Bocce’s goal is to provide a public aware-
ness of the Sport of Bocce, so that it will 
one day be an everyday sport in the lives of 
all Americans.

 

Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD) 
Board of Directors reviewed 
the 2010-2011 midyear operat-
ing and capital improvement 
budgets.

Staff reported that property 
tax income has declined further 
than projected. However, revenue 
for activities and facility rent-
als has stayed consistent with 
projections plus some one-time 
revenue was received. In spite 
of the loss in property tax rev-
enues, midterm program budgets 
are balanced through the end of 
the fiscal year with no effects to 
programs or facilities.

Some changes to the capital 
budget were approved, including 
removal of the planned Syca-
more Grove Park Ranger Station 
project.  

“We’re adapting, like every-
one else, to tough economic times 
and continue to provide quality 
service to our citizens,” LARPD 

General Manager Tim Barry said. 
“We feel pretty good about where 
the budget is now.”

The District is predicting a 
continued slide of revenue for the 
2011-2012 fiscal year.

The board approved plans and 
specifications for the Robertson 
Park sports fields, which includes 
the installation of artificial turf. 
The project will go out to bid. To 
address a potential funding gap,  
the directors  approved a tempo-
rary transfer of up to $300,000 
from the economic uncertainty 
reserves to use toward this proj-
ect. The funds are to be paid back 
over several years. Fees paid for 
use of the fields will be used 
both to pay back the fund and to 
establish a replacement fund for 
the fields.

The project schedule calls for 
bid opening in May, with an an-
ticipated completion date for the 
new fields in December.

The project is a partnership 

involving LARPD and the Liver-
more Youth Soccer League. The 
League is set to approve its share 
at a March 9 meeting.

The fields will be a multi-use 
facility.

Director David Hutchinson 
stated, “This project is essentially 
a net positive gain for LARPD 
financially. It does look like a 
good investment.”

Board President Steve Good-
man commended the soccer club 
and other clubs that met with staff 
to come up with a project for the 
entire community. 

The Board also approved two 
trail segments, which have now 
been completed. They are part of 
the South Livermore Valley Trail 
system and close a gap along 
Wente Street and Marina Ave.  

One issue raised related to 
drainage along the trail. There 
was concern that ongoing flood-
ing would increase maintenance 
cost.

Assistant General Manager 
John Lawrence explained that 
straw wattles had been placed 
along the trail. They will stop 
water to a certain degree. It is 
expected that vegetation will 
grow along the wattle, creating a 
kind of berm that will help solve 
problems. 

Director Beth Wilson stated, 
“It’s a wonderful trail and a very 
important connector.”

Also during the meeting, 
LARPD’s new Parks and Fa-

cilities Manager, Bruce Aizawa, 
was introduced to the Board. 
The position was created due 
to the retirement of Senior Park 
Supervisor Jim Brandenburg. 
Aizawa started with LARPD in 
November 2010 as park fore-
man. He has a background in 
landscape maintenance and is a 
certified arborist. 

During the meeting’s public 

forum, the Board heard from 
Camp Shelly supporters who 
encouraged the public to visit 
the camp and spoke about the 
upcoming reservation period 
that begins with advanced group 
reservations on March 1. A new 
brochure and posters have been 
creaetd by the group. More infor-
mation on Camp Shelly is avail-
able at www.larpd.dst.ca.us.

  
 

Park District Budget Is Okay for Remainder of Fiscal Year

water hydrology. 
SOME WANT SLIDES
RESTORED TO PLAN
Approximately a half-dozen 

people spoke up for water slides. 
Some received applause for their 
comments.  Pleasanton resident 
Julie Testa, who helped lobby 
EBRPD and Pleasanton to build 
a 2-acre BMX park at Shadow 
Cliffs, said that a local blog con-
tainued 60 posts in support of 
keeping the water slides. 

Testa said, “Only old people 
get what they want; kids don’t. 
Kids would not ask for an in-
terpretive center. They’d ask 
for an aggressive activity, not 
passive.”

A Livermore resident said the 
slides have provided summer 
jobs for high school and college 
students since the facility was 
installed. “The place is close. 
It’s cheap. Low-income families 
can go there. It provides work,” 
he said.

Patricia Knutson, assistant 
to the president of California 
Splash, which operates the slides, 
said that although slide use was 
down last summer, because of 
cooler weather in August, it was 
one of the best years we had 
(financially). 

Knutson acknowledged that 
the operation could use sprucing 
up. However, it’s impossible to 
obtain the capital to accomplish 
changes, because the operator is 
on a year-to-year lease.

Knutson later told The In-
dependent that a figure for the 
number of people using the slides 
is not available. However, from 
May to September last year, 
23,800 water slide tickets were 

sold, ranging from one-half hour 
of rides to all day. EBRPD says 
that attendance for the entire park 
last year was 264,700. 

E.B.R.P.D. THINKS 
SLIDES NOT VIABLE
Brian Wiese, one of the major 

EBRPD presenters at the Pleas-
anton meeting, told The Indepen-
dent later, “It was clear that some 
people want (the slides), but the 
read I get is there is not support 
(on the Pleasanton City Council) 
for expansion.” 

Wiese said that without ex-
pansion, the operator would 
have a tough time competing 
against bigger parks in Concord 
and Fremont. An attempt a few 
years ago for expansion met 
with strong opposition from 
Pleasanton residents because 
of projected increased traffic, 
though eventually a split council 
agreed to allow it. 

However, the national eco-
nomic meltdown hurt California 
Splash’s financing plans.  

Wiese said, “The question is 
whether the water slide is viable 
enough, if it stays as it is. We 
don’t think it is.”

Wiese noted that the draft park 
plan is long-term, with a “horizon 
of 15 to 20 years.” None of the 
proposed changes would happen 
anytime soon. The implication 
could be that the slides could 
remain on a short-term basis. 
However, Wiese told The Inde-
pendent that it is premature to 
talk about that option, since the 
long-range plan has not been ap-
proved yet.

California Splash is nearing 
the end of its two-year lease. 
The park district has not adver-

tised for a request for proposal 
(RFP) for further water slide 
operation.

John Escobar, the district’s 
assistant general manager of 
operations, said the district has 
maintained a good relationship 
with California Splash, and en-
dorsed its expansion when that 
was an issue a few years ago. 

However, Escobar agreed 
with Wiese that the plan must 
be approved by the board before 
there can be any further plans to 
sign a slide operator. The district 
owns the slide facilities, although 
the operator maintains them.

Knutson’s response was that 
she didn’t understand the com-
ments. “We are not losing money. 
They are making money on 
concession fees. It’s consistent 
with what it has been over the 
years.” She said the district last 
year made about $2000 from 
food concessions, which are 
split between the district and the 
operator.

If the slides do go away, Jerri 
Long won’t miss them. The re-
tired Pleasanton school district 
employee told the meeting that 
her favorite part of the draft plan 
is “the removal of those ugly 
water slides.” She said that she 
likes the park to look natural. 
Long supported inclusion of an 
interpretive center.
INTERPRETIVE CENTER

STRONGLY BACKED
Various audience speakers 

said having some sort of build-
ing, which can shelter school 
children and allow their teacher 
to focus on the lessons, is better 
than expecting children to walk 
miles along trails to read the 

information on kiosks.
EBRPD staff told the audi-

ence that the district has only 
six staffed visitors centers in 
its two-county area, with two 
more on the drawing boards. All 
are at parks that are bigger than 
Shadow Cliffs. With money tight, 
especially for staffing, the district 
has to allocate its resources on 
a priority basis, said a district 
spokesperson.

However, backers of a build-
ing said that it doesn’t have to be 
a complicated thing. Instead of 
full-time staffing, a park inter-
pretive person could travel with 
the district’s mobile interpretive 
center van, set up exhibits from 
it, and aid teachers at the appro-
priate time.

The van itself was on display 
outside the Veterans Hall. Several 
people said it was a disappoint-
ment. Publicity about it caused 
people to imagine that it was a 
large vehicle, like a motor home, 
that people could enter and look 
at displays.

Pleasanton resident Dick 
Quigley, a member of the Zone 
7 Water Agency board, spoke for 
himself, not the agency, and said 
he supports having an interpre-
tive center. 

Quigley said there are sev-
eral parks in the state that have 
worked well with water reservoirs 
in natural settings. Explaining 
where the Valley’s water comes 
from would be a good feature of 
such a center, he said.

HOW STABLE IS 
WATER SUPPLY?

One goal in the plan is for 
EBRPD to start a dialogue with 
“appropriate” water suppliers 

about feeding the lake and ar-
royo. A nearby gravel firm has 
sent water down the arroyo to 
the park on an irregular basis, but 
that is declining. Eventually, the 
gravel quarry will be mined out.

Zone 7 Water Agency also 
has sent some water to Shadow 
Cliffs. However, there is no vi-
sion right now about whether 
Shadow Cliffs would remain in 
future Zone 7 plans, or how reli-
able the supply would be.

If EBRDP does not obtain 
a reliable future water supply, 
the lake surface could drop by 
five feet. There also would not 
be water at a level to irrigate 
higher parts of the park near the 
arroyo.

A dip of five feet might not 
sound like much in a lake that 
is 81 feet deep. However, the 
impact would lower the lake 
enough so that the current sandy 
beach and the board launch area 
would be left high and dry.

The lake is an old quarry with 
steep sides. The district would 
have to plane off enough profile 
at the edge to create a slope. The 
district accomplished that in the 
1970s, to build the current beach. 
It would cost money and be in-
convenient to do that again, said 
EBRPD’s Escobar.

EBRPD in its plan says that 
after 2030, Zone 7 won’t allow 
water to be diverted to Shadow 
Cliffs. This assertion is wrong, 
said staff at a Zone 7 adminis-
trative committee on Feb. 23, 
a few hours before the EBRPD 
meeting.

Nothing has been evaluated or 
determined yet by Zone 7 about 
where Shadow Cliffs would fit in 
with the agency’s plan for a chain 

of lakes. These abandoned quar-
ries will provide flood control 
storage and some percolation of 
water into the underground water 
storage basin.

Shadow Cliffs may or may not 
have a role in the chain of lakes. 
Zone 7 won’t begin a study of the 
chain of lakes’ future until 2012 
or 2013, said staff.

EBRPD also asserts that it 
has had an agreement since 2003 
for Zone 7 to pump water to the 
lake. Zone 7 staff says that it 
sends water only in years that it 
can spare it.

If the Shadow Cliffs lake con-
tinues to provide water recharge 
of the underground basin, and 
if Zone 7 is receiving adequate 
amounts of water from the State 
Water Project (SWP), then  it is 
reasonable to assume that Zone 
7 will likely continue to provide 
water to Shadow Cliffs, says 
Zone 7’s draft response.

EBRPD says it will look at 
the expansion of the South Bay 
Aqueduct, which carries the SWP 
water, and also identify more 
sources of water.

Zone 7 suggests that EBRPD 
consider supporting the Delta 
conveyance  that has been pro-
posed to transfer more water 
through the Delta and southward 
to Zone 7 and other agencies.

Committee members sug-
gested that general manager Jill 
Duerig mention Zone 7’s interest 
in having a board-to-board com-
mittee as part of the comments to 
be sent about the park plan. 

SHADOW CLIFFS
(continued from page one)
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(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

Good News Club
Debbie Smith
Alameda County Good News 
Club Coordinator and resi-
dent

As the Alameda County Good 
News Club Coordinator, I write 
to respond to two letters from 
teachers published in the Febru-
ary 17  edition that were critical 
of a fellow teacher  and raised 
questions about the after-school 
Good News Club.

Child Evangelism Fellowship 
sponsors the non-denominational 
Good News Club and has been 
ministering to children around 
the world for over 70 years.   The 
Clubs meet after school in public 
elementary schools all across the 
nation.  Other character building 
clubs, like Boy and Girl Scouts 
and Rainbow, do the same.  The 
US Supreme Court requires that 
schools permit Good News Club 
the same after-school access.  
Many churches actually sponsor 
the Clubs so we are not in the 
schools because we can’t find 
churches to host.  Parents who 
choose to register their children 
appreciate the convenience and 
safety of not having to transport 
children off campus.  

Courts have also addressed 
the concern raised about public 
school teachers providing after-
hours religious instruction and 
concluded such private speech 
is perfectly appropriate in a 
non-school sponsored program.  
Children are smart enough to 
know when the school day is over 
and when they are attending an 
optional program led by a teacher 
on his or her own time.  

The curriculum is Biblically 
based character building, teach-
ing the global love of God for all 
mankind.  It does not single out 
any group for condemnation nor 
attack any religion.   In fact, CEF 
is open to children of all religions 
or no religion at all, so long as 
their parents register them. 

CEF values the security of 
children and their families enough 
to require all volunteers to have 
a national and state criminal 
and sexual offender background 
checks. No sexual offenders are 
allowed to volunteer. 

I pray that parents formulate 
their opinions about Good News 
Clubs based on these facts and 
disregard any negative  insinua-
tions about a great program that 
makes a difference in the lives of 
thousands of children.  

Local Good News Club
Sherdah Moca, 
Pleasanton CEF Club Leader 
6 years

I noticed concerns about a 
Good News Club starting. As 
someone who has received ex-
tensive training through this or-
ganization and 6 years experience 
running one of the four groups 
in Pleasanton, I thought I might 
address some concerns. CEF was 
founded in 1937. It is currently 
operating in 170 countries and in 
every state in the US. With 2,700 
workers and 30,000 volunteers 
CEF touched 10 million children 
last year. Every CEF volunteer 
is extensively screened through 
background checks used by local 
school districts for their teachers. 
This process screens us through 
the National Criminal, California 
State, and State Sex Offender 
Databases, it checks for felonies, 
and reviews our Social Security 
numbers. This is for the protec-
tion of the children, as well as the 
reputation of Child Evangelism 
Fellowship. The volunteers pay 
for this process.

In Pleasanton, we allow for 
different organizations to hold 
clubs and classes after school and 
on weekends in the classrooms 
including, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, Hindi, Science, Chess, 
French, Spanish, Chinese, Folk 
Dance, Gay Straight Alliance 
(student run), FISH (student run) 
and Good News Clubs.

Good News Club attendees 
have two things in common, they 
go to the same school and want to 

know that God loves them. At our 
club, members attend 15 different 
churches, and many do not attend 
church. There is no cost to join, 
but every parent signs a permis-
sion slip. Children find peace 
for their souls with hard life 
situations, sickness, parental job 
loss, fights with friends, divorce, 
and death of loved ones. Children 
are bombarded with real life situ-
ations daily and want to know 
there is a loving God who cares 
for them, who they can turn to 
and pray with during these times 
and who forgives their mistakes. 
Through the clubs, they create 
a network of friends who pray 
with them and support each other 
through life’s struggles. 

A parent died on the last meet-
ing of last year. He was a dad, 
local children’s pastor, as well 
as softball, soccer, and baseball 
coach. Almost every child in our 
club had some relationship with 
him. We took time to share how 
much we appreciated, respected 
and loved him, and how grate-
ful to God we were for this man 
sharing his time and life with us. 
Later, many of the children and 
I attended his funeral, support-
ing the family. On the same last 
day of club, one boy announced 
his dad lost his job with 6 weeks 
severance. We prayed God would 
provide a better job, making more 
money, and closer to home. Six 
weeks later dad was offered a job 
10 miles closer, for more money 
and better position. This is what 
we offer the kids: a community 
that supports and loves the kids. 
All of our members have friends 
from many different faith back-
grounds and life situations. As 
Christians we are called to love 
God, love our neighbor as our-
selves, and not to judge others; 
and these kids do all three. 

Church & State
Linda Wilson
Livermore

After reading two articles 
about a teacher at Emma Smith 
School leading a Good News 
Club after school in her class-
room I cannot understand the 
"shock and dismay" this is creat-
ing in some people.

First of all, she has permis-
sion from the school to lead this 
"after school club." Secondly, the 
children have permission from 
their parents to attend so I don't 
see where the "indoctrination" 
is. The Good News Club is for 
children of all faiths.

I think it is commendable 
that this teacher is willing to 
volunteer her time and energy to 
lead this club. I believe these stu-
dents could be doing a lot worse 
things than attending a "Good 
News Club." At least they are 
learning about good morals and 
loving each other in a pleasant 
atmosphere where they are super-
vised. They are not being forced 
to attend and without children 
attending there would not be a 
reason to have it. Only those who 
want to attend will attend.

So, Ms. Hogan and Sally 
Brown, what are you doing to 
enrich children's lives besides 
complaining about what others 
are doing?

Distinction
Jim Aikin
Livermore

Christine Bird's attempt 
(Mailbox 2/24/11) to defend the 
use of Smith School facilities by 
the Good News Club is actively 
misleading. Even if Ms. Bird is 
correct in saying that the young 
students in the Good News Club 
are taught to love students of 
other faiths unconditionally, that 
is quite a different thing from 
being able to relate to them. Ms. 
Bird seems not to understand this 
distinction.

To relate to people, we need 
to respect them. The idea that 
others' religious beliefs (or lack 
of same) will send them to Hell 
is bound to inhibit respect. The 
website of the Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, which sponsors 
the Good News Clubs, is quite 
explicit. The site says this: "The 
punishment for sin is to be sepa-
rated from God forever in a place 
of suffering....a place called Hell" 
[ellipsis in original]. The website 
is also explicit that the goal of the 
Good News Clubs is not to re-
spect individual differences, but 
rather "to see every child reached 
with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, discipled and established 
in a local church."

The fact that "the school was 

chosen as the meeting place as 
the children are already there," 
as Ms. Bird states, is not a valid 
reason to host the Good News 
Club in a classroom. This argu-
ment would apply with equal 
force to an after-school class that 
taught Marxism or Santeria (a 
modern religion whose believers 
practice animal sacrifice). I doubt 
Ms. Bird would approve of such 
classes. Nor would most people 
in our community.

Setting aside these self-serv-
ing assertions, and setting aside 
also Ms. Bird's heartstring-tug-
ging but irrelevant anecdote 
about an unnamed "Area Director 
of Child Evangelism," what we're 
left with is the fact that a conser-
vative religious group (not local, 
but nationally funded) is now 
using public school property in 
Livermore to attempt to convert 
impressionable children to their 
faith. The Supreme Court has 
said this is legal, but even so, it's 
just plain wrong.

Response to Letter
Jackie Cota
Livermore

Self proclaimed “retired 
Livermore Public Elementary 
school classroom teacher," Sally 
Brown’s response titled, “Church 
& State," is a perfect example 
of the copious misguided lib-
eral bias present in modern day 
public education. Ms. Brown 
calls for LVJUSD to judicially 
appraise the allowance of a cur-
rent Livermore public educator, 
to offer ‘after school education 
on public school grounds’ solely 
because that education offer-
ing is of a religious nature. It 
is quite shocking that a retired 
educator would snub a teacher 
offering 'after school' education, 
not subsidized by public funding, 
instructed during school hours 
but rather on their own personal 
time, voluntarily attended.  I 
find it even more pathetic that a 
former public educator would be 
so ignorant to the First Amend-
ment of our US Constitution. 
One of our countries founding 
directives was the Framer’s and 
citizen’s desire to be free of reli-
gious persecution. So passionate 
about this RIGHT for religious 
freedom that it was written into 
our country’s Constitution. No-
where in the constitution does it 
state that the government should 
prohibit the practice or acknowl-
edgment of religion within public 
facilities, in fact our Constitution 
states the exact opposite. It is 
my understanding after school 
education is voluntary, so where 
is the indoctrination? It is quite 
clear, in Ms. Brown’s response, 
where the indoctrination and 
bias lies. Those that have been 
fallaciously led to believe pub-
lic entities are supposed to be 
religiously neutral are the ones 
who are misguided. For a former 
educator to explicitly deceive the 
public, regarding one of our most 
cherished constitutional rights, is 
disturbing. 

The First Amendment to our 
US Constitution states, "Con-
gress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof…" Both the free exercise 
clause and the establishment 
clause place restrictions on the 
government concerning laws 
they pass or interfering with 
religion. No restrictions are 
placed on religions for public 
institutions except that a religious 
denomination cannot become 
a state mandated religion. Our 
framers feared a state denomi-
national church based upon 
European history. The constitu-
tional restrictions were targeted 
at our government to prevent it 
from making a denominational 
religion the state church. Now we 
are rejecting any expression or 
symbol of our doctrinal religion, 
which our framers embraced! 
We are treating the doctrinal re-
ligion of our heritage like a virus 
that must be expunged from the 
public square. This, in conjunc-
tion with several other factors, 
makes the "separation of church 
and state" metaphor a liberal icon 
for eliminating anything having 
to do with Christian theism, the 
religion of our heritage, in the 
public arena. 

I challenge Ms. Brown to 
provide the public with facts to 
back up her accusation before 
calling for LVJUSD to waste our 
public money on an uneducated 
biased political rant. I wonder if 
Ms. Brown is as passionate and 
aggressively pursuing protest of 
the California State 7th grade in-
class mandated indoctrination of 

Islam. It is required by the state 
board of education that World 
History and Geography Islam 
curriculum being taught to sev-
enth-graders all over the state and 
included in the state's curricu-
lum standards, but the board of 
education doesn't mandate how 
Islam is to be taught to students. 
This leaves the assumption up to 
the public educator. No wonder 
Charter Schools are on the rise.

I counter Ms. Brown’s call 
for LVJUSD to judicially ap-
praise the decision of Emma 
C. Smith elementary school to 
allow an educator to offer an 
after school educational oppor-
tunity. I respectfully request that 
the LVJUSD applaud Emma C. 
Smith School and the administra-
tion for allowing anyone to take 
their personal time to provide free 
voluntary after school education 
open to anyone wanting to attend, 
regardless of subject so as long 
as it is not criminally negligent 
or inciting hate. We should be 
celebrating our diversity in reli-
gion, or abstention from religion, 
as our framers conceived before 
indoctrinated liberalism became 
a viral infection on American 
society.  I'm hoping that Ms. 
Brown's misinformed passion 
stems from years of CTA liberal 
indoctrination which ultimately 
could be cured by spending some 

of her publicly funded pension 
on public transportation to visit a 
publicly funded library to check 
out the US Constitution. It's a 
good read, minus the Kool-Aid.  
That’s right, I said it…

Good News Club
Paulette Kenyon
Pleasanton

I agree with the others that 
“The Good News Club” is a form 
of religious indoctrination and 
should not hosted by a public 
school. Christine Bird thinks 
that because the teacher has lost 
a child that the whole community 
should allow her to indoctrinate 
children as a compensation for 
her loss. That is completely ab-
surd! Because she suffered a loss, 
she should be given unlimited ac-
cess to all the school’s children? 
I’m so sick of these evangelicals 
who believe that we all owe them 
something. They all believe they 
are so special. 

Ms. Bird talks about uncondi-
tional love as if Christianity is the 
only place where one can find it. 
That too is absurd! For one thing, 
their love is conditional; it’s 
conditional upon the children ac-
cepting the indoctrination of their 
Christian faith. Ask my poor old 
Uncle Bob, who was a homeless 
drunk for part of his life. He said 

the worst places to get help were 
the Christian outfits that forced 
people to read scriptures or listen 
to sermons in order to get a bowl 
of soup and a piece of bread. He 
said he’d rather starve. And, yet, 
they are forcing this on kids? 

This looks to me like just 
another ploy by the evangelical 
community to break down the 
barriers between church and 
state that our founding fathers 
created. They were very afraid 
of this sort of thing happening. 
They had very good reasons 
for it. What kind of ignorant 
people are running this school 
anyway? There are some people 
who would consider this kind 
of indoctrination of children as 
child abuse. I’m so sick of these 
evangelicals pushing the enve-
lope all the time lately. I saw a 
man with a jacket the other day 
that had all this “Jesus loves you” 
written in bright, bold lettering 
all over it. It’s just getting way 
out of hand… All my life, reli-
gion has always been something 
that is personal in the United 
States. These new evangelicals 
just get in everyone’s faces; and, 
it’s just disgusting. Get a grip, 
people! They act like teenagers 
in heat, turning Jesus into some 
sort of rockstar. I’m sure even 
Jesus would be horrified at this 
new breed of Christians. What a 
freakshow!

 

The U.S. Department of En-
ergy (DOE) /National Nuclear 
Security Administration has 
begun the first Five-Year Review 
of its environmental cleanup of 
the Building 832 Canyon Oper-
able Unit at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory’s (LLNL) 
Site 300.

The purpose of the Five-
Year Review is to evaluate the 
progress of the cleanup rem-
edy towards achieving the Site’s 
cleanup objectives, and whether 
the remedy continues to be pro-
tective of human health and the 
environment.

Environmental (Superfund) 
law requires that cleanup actions 
be evaluated every five years 
when contaminants remain at 
the site above levels that allow 
unrestricted access. 

LLNL’s Site 300 is a U.S. 
DOE experimental test facility 
operated by Lawrence Livermore 
National Security, LLC. It is used 
for the research, development, 
and testing of high explosive ma-
terials. Site 300 is located in the 
Altamont Hills between Liver-
more and Tracy.  The site was 
placed on the National Priorities 
List (Superfund) in 1992. A Site-
Wide Record of Decision signed 
in 2008 established cleanup rem-
edies and cleanup standards for 
the Building 832 Canyon Oper-
able Unit. Experiments involving 
explosive chemicals and weapon 
components were conducted 
in the buildings located in the 

Building 832 Canyon Operable 
Unit. All experimentation in the 
Building 832 Canyon Operable 
Unit ceased in the mid-1980s. 
The buildings are now used for 
storage. Contaminants such as 
volatile organic compounds, 
nitrate, perchlorate, and high 
explosive compound have been 
released to the environment from 
past operations.

The Five-Year Review report 
summarizes the nature and extent 
of contamination and describes 
DOE’s progress in cleaning up 
the Building 832 Canyon area. 
DOE’s draft Five-Year Review 
report for the Building 832 Can-
yon Operable Unit. It is now 
available to the public at  the 
LLNL Discovery Center, Green-
ville Road at East Gate Drive, 
Livermore, CA 94551, [tel. (925) 
422-4599]; and online at http://
www-envirinfo.llnl.gov/. Upon 
completion of the review, a copy 
of the final report will be placed 
in the information repositories 
listed above.  

Public comments should be 
submitted in writing by April 
25, 2011 to Claire Holtzapple, 
DOE Site 300 Remedial Proj-
ect Manager, National Nuclear 
Security Administration/Liver-
more Site Office, P.O. Box 808, 
L-293, Livermore, CA 94550; 
(925) 422-0670 or email claire.
holtzapple@oak.doe.gov.

The selected remedy for the 
Building 832 Canyon Operable 
Unit includes: (1) monitoring 

ground water to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the remedy in 
achieving cleanup standards, 
and to ensure there is no impact 
to downgradient water-supply 
wells; (2) risk and hazard man-
agement to prevent onsite worker 
exposure to volatile organic 
compounds volatilizing from 
subsurface soil into indoor air at 
Building 830 and from surface 
water at Spring 3 until risk and 
hazard is mitigated through ac-
tive remediation; (3) extracting 
and treating volatile organic 
compounds in soil vapor and 
ground water, and perchlorate, 
and nitrate in ground water to 
mitigate unacceptable volatile 
organic compound inhalation 
risk for onsite workers, prevent 
further impacts to ground water 
and offsite plume migration, and 
reduce contaminant concentra-
tions in soil and ground water 
to cleanup; and (4) monitored 
natural attenuation of nitrate in 
groundwater. 

The remedy at the Building 
832 Canyon Operable Unit is 
expected to be protective of hu-
man health and the environment 
upon completion (i.e., when 
cleanup standards are achieved) 
for the site’s industrial land use. 
The cleanup standards for Build-
ing 832 Canyon Operable Unit 
ground water are drinking water 
standards. Because drinking wa-
ter standards do not differentiate 
between industrial and residential 
use, the ground water cleanup 
remedy will be protective un-
der any land use scenario upon 
completion.

Five Year Review of Site 300 
Clean-up Available for Comment

DaVita Inc., a leading pro-
vider of kidney care services for 
those diagnosed with chronic 
kidney disease (CKD), hosted 
U.S. Representative Jerry Mc-
Nerney, District 11. He visited 
the Pleasanton Dialysis Center  
to meet patients and care givers 
and learn about dialysis and par-
ticular kidney care needs for local 
residents including the unique 
needs of veteran patients. 

 “This visit was an opportunity 
for me to see firsthand the servic-
es DaVita provides, particularly 
for our community’s veterans,” 
said McNerney.  “During the 
time I spent at their facility, I 
visited with both their health 
care providers and patients, 
including several veterans. As a 
member of the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs, it is my top 
priority to make sure our veterans 
have access to quality care.  I ap-
preciate being able to learn more 
about the treatments provided at 
DaVita’s center in Pleasanton.”

DaVita serves veterans who 
have been authorized to receive 
their dialysis care in the com-

munity. By meeting and sharing 
information with Members of 
Congress, such as Representative 
McNerney, the veterans will be 
the beneficiaries of better coor-
dinated care.

The Pleasanton DaVita Di-
alysis Center serves Alameda 
and Contra Costa Counties.  For 
more information, please call 
(925) 737-0120.

 

McNerney Pays Visit to 
Kidney Care Services Facility



War Veteran 1948-1952. He re-
tired from Lawrence Livermore 

Lab (Materi-
als Fabrica-
t i o n  D i v i -
sion)1986. 

Survived 
by his wife 
Rose Marie, 
sons James 
W a d e  o f  
B e t h e l  I s -

land; Tim (Nancy)Wade,Valley 
Springs; Scott (Susan) Wade, 
Pleasanton; daughters Michelle 
(Steve) Guymon Mesa, AZ.; 
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Arlan Lavern Elwood
Arlan Lavern Elwood, of 

Angels Camp, CA, formerly of 
Livermore, CA, died on January 
30, 2011, at home from heart 
failure.  

Arlan was born on September 
10, 1941 in Iowa, one of eight 
children to Neomi and Homer 
Elwood.  He was predeceased 
by his parents, wife Mary and 
brother, Duane.  

Arlan is survived by his son, 
Dan (Christie), grandchildren 
Nate and Abbey; son Tony and 
granddaughter Catie Jane; by 
three sisters, three brothers and 
their families, and many friends; 
by his ex-wife, Marilyn, her three 
children and their families.  

Family and friends are invited 
to attend a memorial service on 
Monday, March 7, at 1 p.m., at 
Callaghan Mortuary in Liver-
more.

Robert "Bob" Wade
Robert "Bob" Wade, 79,  

passed away Feb 23, 2011, Lake 
Forest,CA. He was a Korean 

Colette (Herve') Chevallier, 
Tracy; 9 Grandchildren, 5 great-
grandchildren, and 3 sisters, 
Tucson, AZ. 

A memorial mass will be 
celebrated at 9 a.m. on  March 
12 at Mission San Xavier del 
Bac, Tucson, AZ. followed by 
graveside service at Forest Lawn 
cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a donation to the American 
Cancer Society. More info e-mail 
BobmemorialMarch12@ gmail.
com. 

Alameda County Health Care 
Services Agency has announced 
that Junction Ave. K-8 School in 
Livermore has trained the most 
community members through 
the County’s CPR 7 program. 
Physical Education teachers, 
Kevin Duke and Lorri Gronley 
were commended for their out-
standing educational leadership 
and motivation to inspire their 
7th graders. 

Seventh graders were trained 
in the skill of CPR and 70 stu-
dents then trained 470 friends 
and family members. There will 
be a special recognition during a 
Livermore School Board meeting 
on April 26 at 7 p.m.

Two 7th graders were also 
recognized at UC Berkeley’s 
Women’s Basketball game Sat-
urday, February 26, 2011. These 
two students exhibited motiva-
tion and skills above and beyond 
the level of community outreach.  
Wilson Hoang, 7th grader, Al-
varado Middle School, Union 
City trained 96 people in CPR 
and Winnie Chen, 7th grader, 
Sunol Glen, Sunol trained 51 
people. 

“I’d like to congratulate each 
of the 7th grade students who are 
being recognized for training 
family and friends in the skill of 

Livermore unveiled a new 
interactive website on Wednes-
day. There is also a new address, 
cityoflivermore.net.

The new site e-mail alerts, 
social media such as Twitter, 
Facebook and YouTube, online 
forms and surveys, interactive 
events calendars and personal-
ized portals. All of the features 
on the current website have been 
rolled over to the new address.

Assistant City Manager Troy 
Brown explained, “The new 
website enhances the transpar-
ency of government, informs the 
public, and allows feedback from 
residents. Gone are the days of 
only posting information. This 
website will engage the public 
in ways the city never has before. 
We are improving services and 
saving money.”

City staff began the imple-
mentation of the custom Content 
Management System (CSM) in 
2010. A committee comprised 
of a cross departmental team 
solicited input from staff and 
website users to identify services 
and tools for an enhanced city 
website. 

The ini t ia l  design cost 
$46,890. CSM will be managed 
by city staff, allowing the city 
to eliminate the annual $50,000 
professional webmaster services 
contract. There will be an annual 
maintenance fee of $4610, which 
includes unlimited technical 
support and regular software 
updates. The savings to the city 
will be $45,390 annually.

“I am thrilled about the launch 
of our new website”, said Mayor 

The Livermore City Council 
received an update on planning 
underway in the Bay Area to 
conform with SB 375.

The legislation requires plan-
ning to reduce greenhouse gas 
through integrated land use and 
transportation planning. The tar-
get is a 15 percent reduction in 
greenhouse gases by 2035. 

A local-regional partnership 
has been established in the Bay 
Area to create a Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS) 
to address the requirements of 
SB 375 and to plan to house the 
region’s population at all income 
levels. Land use decisions will 
remain at the local level.

The partnership is comprised 
of MTC, ABAG, Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District, 
and local jurisdictions.

Priority development areas 
have been identified. Senior 
Planner Susan Frost told the 
council that the population in 
Livermore is projected to add 
8,000 residents by 2035. The ar-
eas for future housing include the 
Downtown Specific Plan and the 
potential at a Vasco Road transit 

CPR.  These two extraordinary 
7th graders are a true testament 
of what young people can do 
when empowered. Their efforts 
will make a significant impact 
on the cardiac arrest survival 
rate in Alameda County,” said 
Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty. 

Alameda County Health Care 
Services Agency kicked off the 
CPR7 program in November 
2010, which provided Cardio 
Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
training to 9,500 seventh grade 
students throughout the County, 
facilitated by their classroom 
teachers. The ultimate goal is to 
provide 15,000 seventh graders 
with life-saving CPR skills this 
school year. The program uses 
the CPR Anytime Kit developed 
by the American Heart Associa-
tion and provides seventh grade 
students with hands-on experi-
ence and the skill set to transfer 
these skills to others. To date, 
30 middle schools in Alameda 
County have participated in the 
program for 7th graders to train 
friends and family members.

The effort has garnered ad-
ditional community support 
from UC Berkeley, which do-
nated tickets to the February 26th 
Woman’s basketball game.  

Marshall Kamena. “It is repre-
sentative of the high tech region 
that we have become, and the 
more professional design helps 
provide businesses the informa-
tion they need in an easily acces-
sible format.”

One area provides answers 
to questions that are typically 
asked about the city. The site can 
be used on a computer, iPad or a 
smart phone. 

Under things to do, browsers 
will find what Livermore has 
to offer. It will allow the city to 
promote the city.

City Manager Linda Barton 
stated, “It’s been a very hard proj-
ect. This is a great outcome.” 

The website was tested in-
house and through a public soft 
roll-out. “The feedback has been 
positive.”

Those who access the current 
website, will automatically be 
sent to the new site.

Barton added, “Every staff 
member of the City has made a 
contribution to our new website 
which not only is more visually 
appealing, but also is far more ef-
ficient in getting information that 
people are looking for. Our new 
website invites users to select a 
category that is most appropriate 
for their search - resident, busi-
ness or visitor -  and then quickly 
takes them to the item they are 
searching for.”

For more information regard-
ing the website, please contact 
Troy Brown, Assistant City 
Manager or visit www.cityofli-
vermore.net for a tour.

area. She noted that the goal is to 
place housing near transit.

Frost noted that in identify-
ing additional opportunities for 
sustainable development, the Bay 
Area SCS will look at mixed use 
development in suburban and 
rural centers, retrofitting office 
parks and shopping centers, and 
growing employment centers.

ABAG is the lead agency. It 
will continue to assign housing 
numbers. However, Frost said 
a committee is being formed 
to developed a new methodol-
ogy for housing allocation. The 
new numbers will be finalized 
in 2012. 

There will be a link between 
land use choices and transporta-
tion investments. Transportation 
investments address greenhouse 
gas emission reduction. A new 
regional transportation plan is 
in the process of being develop-
ment. Alameda County is devel-
oping a sales tax transportation 
expenditure plan in preparation 
for asking voters to extend the 
tax. The goal is to have the de-
cision on the November 2012 

ballot.
Frost said that local planning 

efforts include BART station 
area plans, the housing element, 
I-GATE, i-Hub, and a climate 
action plan. 

SCS wil l  reward ci t ies 
choosing to advance local goals 
through affordable housing, 
jobs or reduced driving. There 
is the potential that grants will 
be provided to finance afford-

able housing close to transit. An 
infrastructure bank could support 
investments in housing and jobs 
close to transit.

City Councilmember Jeff 
Williams wanted to know what 
the plan would obligate the city 
to do.

Frost said that, in the future, 
consistency with the plan could 
be a factor in obtaining transpor-

tation funds.
C o u n c i l m e m b e r  J o h n 

Marchand,asked, “Where are 
the teeth if, for example, a city 
chooses not to provide its as-
signed affordable housing?”

City Manager Linda Barton 
said. “A city does not have to 
build affordable housing. It has 
to zone the land to make it pos-
sible.”

“The teeth” are under devel-

opment, explained City Traffic 
Engineer Bob Vinn. One penalty 
under consideration is that non-
compliance may result in less 
transportation funding.

Councilmember Doug Horner 
pointed out that taking away re-
development dollars will make 
it difficult for the city to achieve 
the requirements of the regional 
plan.

Junction Avenue Has 
Trained Most in CPR

Livermore Launches 
New Interactive Website

NILES
(continued from page one)

Niles district of Fremont — 
showed up Saturday night with 
placards objecting to the tree 
cutting.

Sunol resident Bob Foster, 
a former school board member 
there, was one of the half-dozen 
to turn out.

He said the group was given 
a CHP escort to the site, because 
the workers called police to 
complain after Foster, first on the 
scene, told them other protesters 
would arrive. However, the scene 
was peaceful. The demonstrators 
took pictures of their protest, 
then left. 

The road is being closed down 
to one lane of traffic switching 
back and forth in each direction 
at a flag-waver’s discretion from 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. on weekdays and 
6 a.m. on Sunday mornings.

The road is state Highway 
84, so CalTrans has jurisdiction. 
It has hired the contractors who 
are felling the trees.

Residents and their allies, 
which include the Alameda 

Creek Alliance and the Fremont 
City Council, hope to stop the 
tree removal.

The Creek Alliance is consid-
ering filing for a court restraining 
order against CalTrans to halt the 
work, said spokesman Jeff Miller. 
He contends that CalTrans is 
piecemealing the project, which 
he said would be a violation of 
the EIR process.

CalTrans did not respond with 
any comment about the project 
in time for The Independent’s 
deadline.

The Fremont City Council 
has been discussing the feasi-
bility of banning trucks on the 
road, which would make it safer 
without having to do improve-
ments that would remove trees, 
said Kimberly Harbin, a Fremont 
resident who lives near the mouth 
of Niles Canyon.

CalTrans statistics in the draft 
EIR show that only 2.6 percent 
of the traffic on the road is com-
prised of trucks. However, those 
vehicles account for 38 percent 

of the accidents. Eliminate truck 
traffic, and the road is automati-
cally safer, is the logic behind the 
Fremont council’s discussion.

 Fremont transportation en-
gineer Kunle Odumade told the 
Independent that his city has the 
power to ban the truck traffic. 
However, it would be a long 
process, involving talks with the 
state and the trucking industry. 
“We’ll give it a push,” he said.

The city has no power to halt 
the tree-cutting, because it is a 
state route, said Odumade.

Even as it is now, the accident 
rate is only about average for 
rural roads. Eliminating truck 
traffic would improve it to lower 
than average, said Harbin.

Foster said that the improve-
ments to the road, including wid-
ening the shoulders, and making 
some curves more gradual, will 
only encourage more speeding 
through the canyon. 

Foster stated that when he 
asked questions of CalTrans 
early in the process of the EIR 

circulation, “It showed many 
of us that this was going to be a 
visual nightmare. All of the traf-
fic calming devices that exist in 
canyon now — trees, rocks, and 
shrubbery — are not only a de-
light to the eye, but calm people 
down, and they drive slowly. All 
will disappear.”

Making only small upgrades 
to the current road, and saving 
the trees would also save the 
state much of the $80 million it 
will spend on the project, said 
Foster.

One backer of the traffic 
improvements has been the East 
Bay Bicycle Coalition. Its web 
page talks about how much safer 
the road will be for cyclists, espe-
cially when the shoulders, now at 
2 feet to 6 feet wide, where they 
do exist, will be much broader, 
and marked off with rubber pave-
ment dots.

Foster said that if bike safety 
is a concern, there are much 
cheaper, tree-sparing ways to 
accomplish it. 

Regional-Local Partnershp Underway to Plan for SB 375 

Researchers and technology 
transfer professionals from Law-
rence Livermore National Labo-
ratory will receive two awards for 
excellence in technology transfer 
by the Federal Laboratory Con-
sortium.

The two awards given to the 
Lab this year make it one of seven 
research laboratories to receive 
multiple honors, among the more 
than 250 federal government 
laboratories and research centers 
that comprise the consortium.

This year’s awards will be 
presented May 5 during the Fed-
eral Laboratory Consortium’s 
four-day national technology 
transfer meeting at the Country 
Music Hall of Fame in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Started in 1974, the con-
sortium assists the U.S. public 
and private sectors in utiliz-
ing technologies developed by 
federal government research 
laboratories.

Livermore won its two awards 
for developing a non-invasive 
and continuous real-time intra-
cranial hematoma detector and 
for developing a key component 
of a robotic biochemistry lab 
that can be placed in the ocean 
to conduct analysis.

Lab researchers have devel-
oped a prototype intracranial he-
matoma detector based on ultra-
wide band (UWB) radar signals, 
which are capable of detecting 
and monitoring internal head 
injuries.

More than 1.3 million people 
are treated in hospital emergency 
rooms for traumatic brain injury 
(TBI) each year. Of those injured, 
52,000 die and about 100,000 
suffer long-term disability. The 
production instrument would 
be an automated, unattended, 
portable, non-invasive, continu-
ous real-time monitoring device 
that detects the presence and 
expansion of an intracranial 
hemorrhage.

With early detection and real-
time monitoring, many patients 
could be saved and life-long 
disabilities avoided. Health care 

facilities lack real-time tools for 
monitoring TBI patients for de-
layed and aggressive intracranial 
bleeding, which is difficult to 
detect and can kill a patient many 
hours after the initial trauma and 
diagnosis.

Work to advance the develop-
ment and commercialization of 
the detector is being handled by 
a three-way collaboration of Lab 
scientists; NeuroSapient Inc., a 
startup company; and the U.C. 
Davis Health System, which will 
test the device.

Those receiving awards for 
the hematoma detector work 
are: John Chang, a Livermore re-
searcher representing the LLNL 
technical team; Genaro Mem-
pin, a business development 
executive in the Lab’s Industrial 
Partnerships Office; and Tony 
Lazar, the founder of NeuroSa-
pient Inc.

An Environmental Sample 
Processor (ESP), developed by 

the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Research Institute (MBARI), is 
a robotic biochemistry lab that 
can be placed in the ocean to 
analyze genetic material or other 
organic compounds created by 
microorganisms in seawater. 
After performing these analyses, 
the ESP can send the results back 
to shore in real time.

Such analyses can indicate 
what types of microorganisms 
are present in the water around 
the ESP. The instrument also can 
detect complex organic materials, 
such as the toxins produced by 
some red-tide algae.

There is widespread interest in 
using ESP instruments to study 
ecological relationships among 
the thousands of marine microbe 
species and to detect harmful 
microbes and toxins for monitor-
ing water quality and managing 
water resources.

A San Francisco-based corpo-
ration, Spyglass Biosecurity Inc., 

has licensed technology from 
both MBARI and LLNL.  The 
first commercial ESP units have 
been ordered by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution and the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.

Recipients of the award for 
the ESP are: chemical engineer 
John Dzenitis, electronics engi-
neer Vincent Riot, mechanical 
engineering technician Bill Ben-
ett  and electronics engineering 
technician Dean Hadley, all of 
LLNL; Catherine Elizondo, a 
business development executive 
in LLNL’s Industrial Partnerships 
Office; Christopher Scholin, 
James Birch and Judith Con-
ner, all of MBARI; Luis Mejia, 
of Stanford University’s Office 
of Technology Licensing; and 
Chris Melancon, of Spyglass 
Biosecurity Inc.

Recognition Awarded for Excellence in Tech Transfer
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Arroyo Seco Elementary School in Livermore hosted the 
California Theatre Center at two assemblies on Monday. The 
actors presented a performance and helped the school to kick 
off its annual read-a-thon.  Encouraging reading is the primary 
focus of this fundraiser. Students receive a prize for meeting 
reading hours. Students are provided with pledge sheets to raise 
money while reading.

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Winners in the Livermore's 2011 Talent competition were 
selected last Saturday. Performances were held at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore. Pictured in the top photo is Ryan Flynn, 
a flamenco guitarist from Dublin, winner of the on-line voting. 
The Yan sisters from Orinda, played a Gu-Zheng duet to win the 
17 and under competition. Tiantian Lan, violist, was selected as 
the 18 and over winner. Lan and the Yan sisters each won $2500. 
The event is produced by the Rotary Clubs of Livermore. All net 
proceeds go towards the community grants and service projects 
performed by these clubs.

Teens and Driving
The Livermore Police Depart-

ment will be focusing education and 
enforcement efforts on teen drivers 
during the month of March as part of 
an on-going traffic safety program.

Teen drivers receive more cita-
tions and are hurt or killed in accidents 
in greater numbers than other drivers.  
Mile for mile, teenagers are involved 
in three times as many fatal crashes as 
all other drivers. In 2008, there were 
593 fatalities on California roadways 
as a result of teen drivers.  The col-
lision numbers involving inexpe-
rienced teen drivers increase even 
more during the inclement weather 
of winter and early spring.  Driving 
related collisions are the leading 
cause of deaths of teens. Seventy-five 
percent of all teen driving fatalities 
nationwide are results of distracted 
driving (i.e. texting, talking on cell 
phone, and friends in the car).  

During the month of March, the 
Livermore Police Department will 
increase enforcement efforts on city 
streets surrounding high schools and 
areas with a history of teen driver 
related collisions.  These efforts will 
include the enforcement of speed, 
unsafe turning / lane changes, pro-
visional licensing laws, seat belt and 
cell phone laws.

Teen drivers found to be in viola-
tion of the provisional licensing laws 
will be issued citations requiring 
them to appear in traffic court with a 
parent.  Provisional licensing restric-
tions are in place during the first year 
that the teen is licensed to drive and 
include: no driving between 11:00 
p.m. and 5:00 am and cannot trans-
port passengers under the age of 20, 
unless accompanied by a parent or 
guardian, a licensed driver 25 years 
or age or older, or a certified driving 
instructor.

During the month of March, teen 

drivers and the parents of teen drivers 
will be provided with a pamphlet on 
“Teen Driving Tips” when contacted 
by the Livermore Police.  The pam-
phlets outline laws related to teen 
driving, provisional licensing restric-
tions and DMV penalties associated 
with driving convictions.

Officer Glen Robbins, a Collision 
Investigator with the Department, 
hopes the dissemination of this 
information will help to save lives.  
“Unfortunately, I’ve had to tell par-
ents their children have been killed 
or seriously injured in a collision.  
It’s definitely something no parent 
should ever have to hear.” 

Scholarship Available
Chapter FX, of the P.E.O. Sister-

hood (a philanthropic and educational 
organization promoting women’s 
education) announces that applica-
tions are available for their annual 
$600 scholarship and the Marcia M. 
Howie Memorial Scholarship. The 
awards are open to any female who 
is a graduating senior intending to 
further her education by attending an 
accredited college, business school, 
cosmetology or nursing course. 
Applicants must be residents of 
Livermore. 

When awarding these scholar-
ships, financial need is considered, 
as well as scholastic achievement 
and extracurricular activities.  Let-
ters of recommendation and official 
transcripts must be attached to the 
application. 

Applications may be obtained 
from high school scholarship advi-
sors or by sending a stamped, self 
addressed envelope to: Chapter FX, 
P.E.O., 1961 Evans Street, Livermore 
CA94550

If there are any questions, please 
call (925) 366 5567. Applications 
must be postmarked no later than 

April 12, 2011.

Speech & Language 
The Pleasanton Public Library 

will host a workshop, “Speech & 
Language Development in Young 
Children," on Mon., March 7 at 6:30 
p.m. The program is for parents of 
children from toddler through early 
elementary ages.

Presenters Joelle Kupras and 
Jennifer Murphy are licensed speech-
language pathologists with extensive 
experience in the area of language de-
velopment in infants and young chil-
dren.  They will give an overview of 
communication skills development, 
addressing typical developmental 
milestones and effective strategies 
and activities to promote and en-
hance communication development. 
A question & answer session will 
conclude the presentation.

No registration is required for 
this free 45 minute program.  Age-
appropriate, supervised activities 
will be available for children while 
parents attend the workshop.  For 
more information about this and other 
library programs, visit the library’s 
website at http://www.ci.pleasanton.
ca.us/services/library/programs-and-
events.html, or call the Children’s 
Desk at (925) 931-3400 ext. 8.

Game Night at Library
Come enjoy an afternoon of fun 

and games at the Pleasanton Public 
Library on Saturday, March 12. Play 
a variety of board and card games, 
then take a turn at the Nintendo Wii 
on our big drop-down screen. Come 
to play, then stay to watch and cheer 
on others.

This drop-in event will run from 
2:00-4:00 pm. No registration is 
required; stop by when you would 
like and stay as long as you can. For 
ages 5 and older; children younger 
than 8 must be accompanied by a 
high-school age teen or adult while 
the child is in the room.

For more information, please call 
the Children’s Desk at (925) 931-
3400 ext. 8.

Family Storytimes
“Pajama-time” Family Storytimes 

will be held at the at the Civic Center 
Library every Monday night through 
May 9, at 7 p.m.  Here are themes 
for Family Storytimes from March 
through May:

• Monday, March 7: Storytime 
Comes in Like a Lion:  We celebrate 
the first Family Storytime of March 
in a fierce way with stories about 
lions.  Come on in for a roaring 
good time!

• Monday, March 14: We Can Fly: 
Wouldn’t you like to be able to fly?  In 
stories, we can!  Tonight we’ll share 
some real flights of fancy.

• Monday, March 21: Spring Is 
Pop-up Book All Over: Spring is 
here, and we’ll celebrate with some 
of our favorite pop-up books.  Brace 
yourself for some great old-school 
3-D entertainment!

• Monday, March 28: Out Like a 
Lamb:  gently like a lamb, we hope.  
We’ll encourage that with some 
sheepish stories we think are not 
too baa-ad!

• Monday, April 4: April Show-
ers:  Whether or not the evening sky 

is rainy, storytime will be— but in a 
very dry, cozy way!

• Monday, April 11: Elephant-
Time Family Storytime:  Bring in your 
whole herd for some great-big huge 
fun, with stories about elephants of all 
kinds.  Don’t forget your trunks!

• Monday, April 18: Rhinos Who 
Surf:  You can do anything, if you 
set your mind to it.  We sure hope 
you’ll set your mind to joining us for 
Pajamatime Family Storytime— and 
telling all of your friends!

• Monday, April 25: Storytime Is 
Hopping: It’s a Bunnytime Family 
Storytime, with cute & fuzzy stories 
about everyone’s favorite hopster, the 
bunny rabbit.

• Monday, May 2: May Flowers: 
Spring is in bloom, and we’re ready to 
celebrate by sharing fun stories about 
flowers & new life in bloom.

• Monday, May 9: Hooray for 
Mom and Dad: We hope you’ll bring 
your parents to storytime—even if 
you, yourself, are a parent!  We’re 
looking forward to an evening full 
of books celebrating mothers, fathers, 
and the whole family.

These programs will be held in 
the Children’s Storytime/Craft Room 
of the Civic Center Library.  All ages 
are welcome to these free library 
programs.  Contact Youth Services 
at (925) 373-5504 for more informa-
tion or pick up a storytime schedule 
at any one of the Livermore Public 
Libraries.

Living History
The Alameda County Tri-Valley 

Na

er life.  Q and A will follow.

Glass House Museum
A new exhibit is opening at 

the Glass House Museum in San 
Ramon.

Knowing proper etiquette might 
seem like an old-fashioned and out-
dated idea in our more casual and 
busy society. Yet, there is etiquette 
to just about everything we do from 
walking down the street to sending 
an e-mail. This exhibition takes an 

entertaining look at the etiquette of 
everyday life, comparing rules of 
the past with the present from the 
Victorian era to modern day.  This 
exhibit has been made available 
through the California Exhibition 
Resources Alliance (CERA) with a 
grant from the San Ramon Historic 
Foundation.

Forest Home Farms Historic Park 
and the Glass House Museum are 
open to visitors from 10am to 2pm 
each 2nd Saturday of the month. Tours 
of the restored Victorian Glass House 
Museum are held at 10am, 11am, 
12pm and 1pm and tours of Forest 
Home Farms Historic Park, including 
the tractor museum, are at 11am and 
1pm. Each tour lasts approximately 

45 minutes and the fee is $5 per person 
or $8 for both tours taken on the same 
day. Children ages 2 and under are 
free. The Good Manners exhibit is 
included on the Glass House Museum 
tour.  The Glass House Museum is also 
open on weekdays by appointment 
for private groups and elementary 
school classes.

Each month features a special free 
activity for children. On March 12, it 
will be “Wild West St. Patrick’s Day”- 
pan for your own pot of gold.

For more information about Forest 
Home Farms Historic Park call (925) 
973-3284 or visit www.SanRamon.
ca.gov. Forest Home Farms Historic 
Park is located at 19953 San Ramon 
Valley Blvd., just south of Pine Valley 
Road in San Ramon.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 447495
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: CMK Solar, 
2850 Calle Reynoso, Pleas-
anton CA, 94566, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Craig Minoru Kurotori, 2850 
Calle Reynoso, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Craig Kurotori
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 28, 2011. Expires 
January 28, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2931  Publish  February 10, 
17, 24, and March 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 446926-27

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1) Monkey 
Barrel Press, 2) Jennifer 
Fosberry, 4544 Sierrawood 
Lane, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jennifer Alfonso, 4544 Sier-
rawood Lane, Pleasanton, 
CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on December 
3, 2007
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Jennifer Alfonso
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  January 19, 2011. Expires  
January 19, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2932. Publish February 10, 
17, 24, and March 3,  2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 447282
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Rockhouse 
Sports Pub and Grill, 1840 
Portola Ave., Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Billy Jordan, 73 N. Alta Dena 
St., Mountain House, CA 
95391
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Billy Jordan
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 26, 2011. Expires 
January 26, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2933  Publish  February 10, 
17, 24, and March 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 447574
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Beachcomber 
Studio, 154 Jensen Way, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Loren C. Olk, 154 Jensen 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550
Elizabeth L. Olk, 154 Jensen 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by: Husband and Wife
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Loren C. Olk and Eliza-
beth Olk
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 1, 2011. Expires 
February 1, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2935  Publish February 10, 
17, 24, and March 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 447533
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Hometown 
House Services, 575 South 
O St, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mary Marcyes Strommer, 
575 South O St, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on January 27, 2011
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Mary Marcyes Strommer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  January 31, 2011. Expires  
January 31, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2940. Publish  February 17, 
24, March 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 447582
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: the 47th 
element, 622 Hamilton Way, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Karen Trown, 622 Hamilton 
Way, Pleasanton, CA 94566
Nicolas Trown, 622 Hamilton 
Way, Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by: Husband and Wife
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Karen Trown
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 1, 2011. Expires 
February 1, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2941  Publish February 17, 
24, March 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 447950-952

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1) Home 
Loan Funding, 2) The Home 
Mart, 3) Trupro Real Estate 
Services, 39 California Ave. 
#201, Pleasanton, CA 94566, 

is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Gary Stange, 4103 Stanley 
Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on August 8, 1993.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Gary Stange
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 9, 2011. Expires  
February 9, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2942. Publish February 17, 
24, March 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 448030
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: Curves 
Livermore, 1129 Catalina 
Dr., Livermore, CA 94550, 
is  hereby registered by 
the fo l lowing owner(s) : 
Amber Baydo, 1137 Via Grana-
da, Livermore, CA 94550 
Sharon Hebenstreich, 1124 
Via Granada, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by: Co-Partners
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on February 8, 2011.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Amber Baydo and Sharon 
Hebenstreich
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 14, 2011. Expires  
February 14, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2943. Publish February 17, 
24, March 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 448055-56

The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1) A Livermore 
Taxi Cab Co., 2) A First Street 
Cab Co. of Livermore, 849 
East Stanley Blvd #475, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Harmony Pennington, 3068 
Gardella Plaza Apt 3, Liver-
more, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Harmony Pennington
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 14, 2011. Expires 
February 14, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2944  Publish February 17, 
24, March 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 448458
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Real Enter-
tainment Management, 869 
Caliente Ave, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
JCUBED INC, 869 Caliente 
Ave, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by: a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on February 9, 2011.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Jon Thomas Van Fossen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 24, 2011. Expires  
February 24, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2946. Publish March 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 448185
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Valley Wide 
Transport, 353 Yosemite 
Dr, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Terrence Francis Monser
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Terrence F. Monser
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 

on February 16, 2011. Expires 
February 16, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2947. Publish March 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2011.

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 907, 
Oakland, CA 94612 NET-
WORKING/NORTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900835 for Chip Seal 
Program - Oil, Wednesday, 
March 9, 2011, 2:00 p.m. 
– General Services Agency, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Room 
1105, 11th Floor, Oakland, 
CA NETWORKING/SOUTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFQ #900835 
for Chip Seal Program - Oil, 
Thursday, March 10, 2011, 
10:00 a.m. – Public Works 
Agengy, 4825 Gleason Drive, 
Conference Room 410B, 
Dublin, CA Responses Due 
by 2:00 pm on April 11, 
2011 County Contact: Kai 
Moore (510) 208-4882 or via 
email: kai.moore@acgov.
org Attendance at Networking 
Conference is Non-manda-
tory. Specifications regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Alameda County GSA 
Current Contracting Oppor-
tunities Internet website at 
www.acgov.org.
3/3/11
CNS-2050604#

The Independent Legal No. 
2945. Published March 3, 
2011

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days.  Saturdays from 9:30 
am to 1:00 pm, dogs and cats 
are available at the Pleas-
anton Farmers Market at W. 
Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
noon to 4  and the Pet Food 
Express in Livermore 1  to 4.  
Sundays, cats are at Petsmart 
in Dublin  1 to 4, and PetCo 
in San Ramon 11 to 3.  TVAR 
at  (925) 803-7043 website at 
www.tvar.org

EMPLOYMENT
60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

65) ENGINEERING

Engineers-Product De-
velopment/ Marketing/ 
Sales/ Support for LED 
products for Asia Pacific 
region. Mail: Job 4900-
01, Bridgelux, 101 Por-
tola Ave, Livermore, CA 
94551

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED AD 
call  Richard 925 243-8000 

MERCHANDISE
115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

Garage Sale, 3883 Cali-
fornia Way, Livermore, 
Saturday, March 5 start-
ing at 8am. Tools, plants, 
furniture, dishes and oth-
er household items.

123) FURNITURE

LIVING ROOM SET Mis-
sion Style Sofa with 3 tables  
and T.V. Cart. $350.00 
for  a l l ,  OBO. Emai l : 
mepps55@yahoo.com

127) LOST/ FOUND

JEWELRY  Wel l -Made 
Hoop Earring, 14k gold, 
with small stones.  Please 
describe to claim. 925-
447-5475 

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 

Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or800-321-CSLB (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state 
in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
 

Ten Tax Tips for 
Homeowners and Renters

By Cher Wollard
As you prepare to file your income taxes this year, keep in mind 

the significant tax advantages from your home.
Here are 10 provisions of the state and federal income tax codes 

worth exploring:
1. Mortgage Interest Deduction
Most married couples filing jointly can deduct interest on up to $1 

million in mortgage debt ($500,000 for individuals) on their primary 
residence or second home on their federal and state income taxes. 

Most taxpayers don’t itemize deductions – until they purchase a 
home. Not only does the mortgage interest deduction reduce their 
taxes, it opens the door to itemizing other deductions, such as chari-
table donations, auto registration and state taxes.

There are limitations on this popular deduction – for example, 
if you pay cash for your home and later use it as collateral for an 
equity loan, you may not be entitled to the deduction – so ask your 
tax advisor about your eligibility.

2. PMI 
Lenders often require borrowers to obtain private mortgage insur-

ance on mortgages of more than 80 percent of appraised value. 
The federal deduction for mortgage insurance has been extended 

through 2011 for most borrowers. This deduction phases out for those 
with taxable income of more than $100,000 per year.

The amount you paid in PMI appears on IRS form 1098, which 
you should receive from your lender each year.

3. Points
Fees known as points are often paid to obtain a mortgage with 

good interest rates and terms. A point is equal to 1 percent of the loan 
principal. Points on mortgages obtained to purchase a home may be 
deductible on your federal taxes. 

If you refinanced in 2010, you can also deduct those points, but 
over the life of the loan.

If the total of all the loans on your primary residence and second 
home exceeds $1 million, you can only take a partial deduction, ac-
cording to the IRS.

Interest on second mortgages, lines of credit and home improve-
ment loans may be tax deductible. Interest on a second mortgage 
used to purchase a home is generally tax-deductible. The interest 
on loans used for making capital improvements to your home, such 
as remodeling a bathroom or kitchen, installing air-conditioning, or 
adding a swimming pool, is tax deductible. 

You may be able to deduct interest on equity loans, but there 
are restrictions on that provision, so you’ll need to consult your tax 
advisor.

4. Homebuyer Tax Credits
Those who purchased their homes in 2010 may be eligible for sub-

stantial federal and/or state tax credits. For first-time homebuyers, the 
credit can equal as much as $8,000. The limit for repeat homebuyers 
is $6,500. The credits apply only to homes priced $800,000 or less. 

You must have bought — or entered into a binding contract to buy 
— a principal residence on or before April 30, and closed the transac-
tion by Sept. 30. You must also meet certain income requirements.

State credits of up to $10,000 are available for first-time homebuy-
ers and those purchasing new homes, whether first-time homebuyers 
or not, who received a Certificate of Allocation from the state. The 
certificates were issued last year on a first-come, first-served basis 
until they ran out.

5. Property Taxes
The property taxes you pay to the county, including the prorated 

taxes you likely paid upfront when purchasing a home, are tax deduct-
ible. But local assessments such as Mello-Roos are not necessarily tax 
deductible. Consult your tax specialist for your specific situation.

6. Capital Gains Exclusion
When you sell your home for more than you paid for it, you are 

entitled to keep a portion of the profit without paying capital gains tax. 
Individuals may shelter up to $250,000 for individuals and married 
couples filing jointly may shelter $500,000. The property must have 
been your primary residence for two of the prior five years.

“Profit” is defined as the difference between what you paid for the 
home and what you sell it for, minus capital improvements and the 
cost of selling the property. The cost of selling the property includes 
agent fees, title insurance, legal fees, advertising costs, inspection fees 
and repairs or maintenance completed within 90 days of the sale. 

When your home is sold through foreclosure or short sale, and the 
lender cancels the remaining debt, both state and federal taxes are 
usually owed on the “forgiven” debt. Both California and the IRS 
have enacted rules that will allow you to exclude up to $250,000 for 
single homeowners or $500,000 for married homeowners filing jointly 
of such cancelled debt in connection with a home sale through 2012. 
(State law treats Registered Domestic Partners as married couples 
for tax purposes.) 

7. Renters’ Credit 
California offers a personal income tax credit that can be used to 

offset your tax liability called The Nonrefundable Renter’s Credit.
You must meet certain income and residency requirements to 

qualify (see www.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/faq/ivr/203.shtml). If you 
meet the requirements, the credit is $60 for single taxpayers; $120 
for heads of household and widows or widowers, and married or 
registered domestic partners filing separately or jointly.

8. Energy Savings Credits
Homeowners who made “green” improvements to their primary 

residence may be entitled to federal and/or state tax credits. Credits 
are deducted from the tax owed, rather than from the income that is 
taxed, so can make a larger impact on your total tax bill.

According to the Department of Energy website, energy-efficient 
windows, insulation, doors, roofs, and heating and cooling equipment 
that were installed in existing homes by Dec. 31, 2010, can entitle 
you to a tax credit of 30 percent of the cost, up to $1,500, for these 
improvements. See “Federal Tax Credits for Energy Efficiency” at 
www.energystar.gov for a complete summary of available energy 
efficiency tax credits.

Consumers who installed solar energy systems (including solar 
water heating and solar electric systems), small wind systems, geo-
thermal heat pumps, and residential fuel cell and microturbine systems 
can receive a 30 percent federal tax credit for systems installed before 
December 31, 2016. 

A state tax credit equal on home solar energy systems is available 
too. This credit is the lesser of 15 percent of the cost of the system or 
$4.50 per watt of generating capacity.

9. Moving expenses
If you have to sell your home because of a job transfer or to accept 

a new job, you may be able to deduct moving expenses your company 
does not reimburse you for on your federal tax return. 

Moving costs may include transportation, temporary lodging, the 
cost of hiring a moving company or renting a van, and storage fees, 
but not meals.

The new job must be at least 50 miles further from your current 
home than the old job was. Other restrictions may apply.

10. Miscellaneous
Depending on your circumstances, you may also be eligible for 

such tax advantages as a home office deduction (for those who work 
out of their home) or a mortgage credit certificate (MCC) for low-
income first-time homebuyers. 

For information and advice on which deductions and credits you 
may be eligible to claim, consult a tax professional. Or see details at 
www.irs.gov and www.ftb.ca.gov

In general, purchasing, owning or renting a home offers significant 
tax advantages. Contact your tax professional to learn how these 
advantages apply to your individual situation.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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The City of Pleasanton will 
host the 6th Annual Transit Fair 
at the Pleasanton Senior Center 
on Thursday, March 17, from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This 
free event is open to all ages 
and will feature representatives 
from local transit agencies such 
as WHEELS, the AARP, the 
Alameda County Transportation 
Commission, Pleasanton Para-
transit Service, the Department 
of Motor Vehicles, and the ACE 
Train to share information on 
transportation options.

Veronica Conley, an Ombuds-
man for the Department of Motor 
Vehicles, will be the keynote 
speaker at a special presentation 
at 10:30 a.m. The primary func-
tion of the Ombudsman program 
is to represent the interest of 
public safety for all Californians, 
with a special interest toward the 
concerns of senior drivers. The 
Ombudsman ensures that senior 
drivers are treated fairly, consis-
tent with laws and regulations, 
and with the dignity and respect 
they deserve.

Free Car Fit assessments, 
sponsored by AAA of Northern 
California and the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, will also be of-
fered. These free evaluations 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory scientist Ken Moody 
and teacher Dean Reese will 
present “Superheavy Elements: 
Search for the End of the Periodic 
Table” at the March 5 Science on 
Saturday lecture. 

There will be two presenta-
tions, 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore.

The periodic table provides 
a way of presenting chemical 
information that makes it the 
fundamental tool of the chemist. 
Consequently, it is displayed on 
the walls in most science class-
rooms. 

Recent discoveries of new ele-
ments have extended the periodic 
table beyond what was thought 
possible in the recent past, and 
demonstrate the existence of a 
collection of superheavy ele-
ments with unusual nuclear prop-

for seniors over 65 years of age 
consist of trained professionals 
leading participants through a 
15-minute, 12-point checklist 
with their vehicle to recommend 
adjustments and adaptations that 
can make the vehicle ‘fit’ better 
and enhance safety. Those inter-
ested in a Car Fit evaluation can 
call (925) 931-5365 to make an 
appointment.

Participating transit agencies 
will also sell their reduced cost 
senior discount passes and cards 
during the event. These include 
the $9 Senior BART pass (a $24 
value), the Pleasanton Paratran-
sit $30 punch card for residents 
of Pleasanton, the Pleasanton 
Paratransit Downtown Route 
which offers 8 rides for just $12, 
Dial-A-Ride’s 10 rides for $35, 
and a Wheels monthly senior bus 
pass for $18.

The Pleasanton Senior Cen-
ter’s ‘Snappy Café’ will offer a 
St. Patrick’s Day meal for $5 for 
adults and $3.50 for seniors. Res-
ervations must be made by 1:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 9. 

For more information or to 
make a luncheon reservation, 
please contact the Pleasanton Se-
nior Center at (925) 931-5365.

 

erties at the limits of stability.
The presenters will discuss the 

relationship between atoms and 
elements, and between nuclei and 
isotopes.  They will talk about 
radioactive decay and how it pro-
vides both the means of detecting 
single atoms of new elements, 
and hinders the ability to study 
chemical properties.  They also 
will discuss how new elements 
are produced and identified, and 
how this leads to experiments 
that explain the extreme limits of 
chemical behavior, the possible 
breakdown of periodicity, and 
the ultimate end of the periodic 
table.

Seating is on a first-come, 
first-served basis; there is no pre-
registration.  More information is 
available at http://education.llnl.
gov/sos/. Science on Saturday 
is presented by LLNL’s Science 
Education Program.

Pleasanton to 
Host Transit Fair

Superheavy Elements Topic of 
Science on Saturday Lecture

Patelco Credit Union moved 
its corporate headquarters from 
an early-1900’s brick building on 
Second Street in San Francisco 
to one of the new, ultra modern 
structures in Pleasanton that was 
initially built to house the influx 
of high-tech companies into 
the area prior to the economic 
downturn.

The move for Patelco repre-
sents far more than just shiny new 
offices for 180 of the company’s 
540 employees. 

“Of our 41 branches and 
270,000 members, approxi-
mately 40 percent of our Cali-
fornia members reside in the East 
Bay area. It’s important that we 
commit our resources, volunteer 
activities, and even employment 
opportunities to the communities 
where our members live,” said 
Patelco Chief Operating Officer 
Carol Highton.  “As a non-profit 
banking institution, our focus has 
and always will be on the mem-
bers we serve, and that includes 

making solid contributions to 
their communities.  It’s just an-
other, and very important, way of 
defining what we mean when we 
say we believe in ‘community’ 
banking.” 

On another front, Patelco 
has used the move to its new, 
ultra modern, mostly glass of-
fice building to catapult itself 
into the future, technologically 
speaking.  To date, the company 
has a network of 28,000 ATMs, 
making it one of the top among 
both credit unions and banks 
in California when it comes to 
ATM access.  Online banking; 
automated bill pay, and numerous 
back-end technological upgrades 
are also adding to the mix of new 
and better products for members, 
improved accessibility, and sim-
plicity of use. 

Patelco’s Vice President of 
Marketing Alison Jones, stated, 
“We’ve spent a great deal of 
time this year listening to both 
our members and potential mem-

bers to learn what matters most 
to them,” said , who recently 
helped launched a new campaign 
for Patelco  that breaks from the 
credit union’s  more traditional 

look and feel. Much of what they 
want centers around technol-
ogy, which we will continue to 
improve to enhance the ease and 
scope of what we offer.”  

 

Patelco Credit Union Moves Its
Corporate Headquarters to Pleasanton
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A Lot of Country, Little Bit Rock and Roll

Robin and Linda Williams, de-
scribed as the masters of bluegrass 
harmonizing, will present a concert 
on March 4 at the Bankhead The-
ater in Livermore.

The concert begins at 8 p.m. 
The duo will be joined in con-

cert with Their Fine Group, which 
formed after they teamed up with 
former Red Clay Rambler Jim 
Watson (bass, vocals and man-
dolin). Featuring a rotating cast 
of characters, the role of fourth 
member is played by Jimmy Gaud-
reau (mandolin and mandola), 
Tony Williamson (mandolin), 
Chris Brashear (fiddle), or Tom 
Corbett (mandolin). Whatever the 
configuration, the band keeps the 
joint jumpin’. 

These folk musicians are known 
for their harmony singing and su-

Folk-rock-pop artist Al Stewart 
performs at the Firehouse Arts 
Center on Friday, March 11, 2011 
at 8:00 p.m. 

The Firehouse Arts Center is 
located at 4444 Railroad Avenue 
in downtown Pleasanton.

Al Stewart emerged as a singer, 
songwriter and folk musician dur-
ing the late 1960s. He has more 
than 20 albums to his credit and 
is best known for his Platinum 
recordings, “The Year of the Cat” 
and “Time Passages.”

Stewart is known for magical 
history tours have been his trade-
mark since the early 1970s, when 
he switched from writing about his 
own romantic turmoil to a wider 
view of the world and its rich cast 
of characters and events. Though 
his 1976 international hit single, 
“Year of the Cat,” was tied to no 
specific time, the albums immedi-
ately surrounding it (“Past, Pres-
ent & Future,” “Modern Times,” 
“The Year of the Cat” and “Time 
Passages”), yielded more histori-
cally anchored hits that combined 
finely drawn character studies and 
detailed settings and ranged across 
continents and centuries. 

Today, Stewart performs at ca-

Joni Morris brings the songs of 
country music legend Patsy Cline 
to the Firehouse Arts Center in 
Pleasanton on March 12. 

The performance begins at 8 
p.m. The Firehouse Arts Center is 
located at 4444 Railroad Avenue 
in downtown Pleasanton.

Morris’ show transports the 
audience to the Golden Years of 
the late 1950s and early 60s, as 
she portrays the first female to be 
inducted into the Country Music 
Hall of Fame. Cline was the glam-
our girl of country music, who cap-
tivated fans with her soul-stirring 
voice and flamboyant personality. 
Her renditions of songs such as 
“Crazy,” “Sweet Dreams,” and “I 
Fall to Pieces,” were sung with 
passion and personality, which 
Morris emulates. She says, “Patsy 
Cline recorded some of the most 
beautiful songs I’ve ever heard in 
my life. I never get tired of sing-
ing them.”

Morris has traveled nationally 
for the past fifteen years with her 

four-piece band, “After Midnight,” 
and has appeared before enthusi-
astic audiences at colleges, festi-
vals, dinner theaters, conventions, 
casinos, and private parties. The 
San Francisco Chronicle wrote, 
“Morris is more than just an imita-
tor. She has the tremendous talent 
of her own which comes through 
with each song and sounds even 
better than Cline.”

In 1998, Morris released her 
fourth CD entitled “Heartsongs,” 
which includes her hit song, “It’s 
Hold Me Time” and other original 
songs. In 2001, Joni recorded her 
first 10-song Christmas CD “Joni 
Morris Christmas”, followed by 
Joni Morris Live! 2004 Patsy Cline 
Tribute Show” and “Joni Morris 
Live! 2005 Legendary Ladies In 
Country Music Show.”

Tickets to Joni Morris’ tribute 
to Patsy Cline are $Adult: $15, 
$20 and $25; Child: $12; Senior: 
$20. Group discounts are available. 
Tickets may be purchased online at 

Show Features the Songs of Country Music Legend Patsy Cline

'The Year of the Cat' Among Platinum Recordings

Bluegrass 
Masters Perform 
at the Bankhead

fes, coffeehouses and performance 
centers throughout the United 
States and Europe and tries to 
follow his own “50-year rule” in 

which he tries to avoid incorporat-
ing events less than a half-century 
in the past into his songs. “Until 

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 2)

Joni Morris 
performs 
the music 
of Patsy 
Cline.

Al Stewart

Robin and Linda 
Williams with 'Their 

Fine Group."
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Tom Rigney and Flambeau will 
torch the Firehouse Arts Center in a 
Sunday afternoon free performance 
on March 13, 2011, at 2 p.m. 

Flambeau specializes in blazing 
Cajun and zydeco two-steps, low-
down blues, funky New Orleans 
grooves, and heartbreakingly 
beautiful ballads and waltzes. Most 
of the repertoire is composed by 
Rigney, but they also mix in a few 
classics from the Cajun/zydeco/
New Orleans songbook. If, along 
the way, you pick up a trace of 
Rigney’s Irish roots, or echoes 

of Eastern Europe or the coast of 
Spain, it just makes the musical 
gumbo that much tastier. 

Doors open at 1:15pm. Open 
seating, no reservations, no tick-
ets. 

This free concert will be held 
in the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.

Library programs are free and 
open to all. Firehouse parking is 
available in a lot on Spring St. 

For more information call Pen-
ny at 925/931-3405 or the library 
at 925/931-3400. 

 

perb songwriting, able to, as The 
Washington Post put it, “sum up 
a life in a few details with moving 
completeness.” 

Their compositions have been 
recorded by the likes of Emmylou 
Harris, Mary Chapin Carpenter, 
Kathy Mattea, Tim and Mollie 
O’Brien and George Hamilton IV, 
among others.

Robin and Linda debuted on A 
Prairie Home Companion in 1975, 
and continue to make regular ap-
pearances on the popular public 
radio show. Together they have 
crisscrossed the continent (and 
beyond) appearing on such ma-
jor programs as, The Grand Ole 
Opry, Austin City Limits, Music 
City Tonight and Mountain Stage, 
never ceasing to wow audiences 
wherever they go.

They perform a blend of blue-
grass, folk, old-time and acoustic 
country music that combines wryly 
observant lyrics with a wide-rang-
ing melodicism. Their latest Red 
House Records release, Buena 
Vista, was hailed as one of their 
finest albums yet and hit #2 on the 
folk radio charts.

Tickets are $18/$29/$40. To 
purchase tickets go to www.liver-

moreperformingarts.org or call 
373-6100, or from the theater box 
office at the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore.

 

you have some distance, people 
get hysterical about overstatement. 
You have to put things in perspec-
tive,” he says.

Stewart performs with acoustic 
guitarist, Dave Nachmanoff, who 
is also featured on Stewart’s 2009 
album “Uncorked”. The recording 
is described as “vintage Stewart.”

Tickets are adult: $27, $32, 
$37; child: $12; senior: $30. Group 
tickets are available. Tickets may 
be purchased online at www.fire-
housearts.org up to three hours 
prior to the performance, by phone 
at (925) 931-4848, or in person 
at the Firehouse Arts Center Box 
Office. Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to the 
performance. Group discounts are 
available. Entrance to free parking 
is available on Spring Street near 
First Street. 

www.firehousearts.org up to three 
hours prior to the performance, 
by phone at (925) 931-4848, or in 
person at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office. Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to the 
performance. The entrance to free 
parking is on Spring Street near 
First Street.

A dynamic pair of poets, Robin 
and Keith Ekiss, will be guest 
readers on Sunday afternoon, 
March 6, at Ravenswood Historic 
Site. 

The event, part of a continuing 
series sponsored by the City of 
Livermore and poet laureate Cher 
Wollard, will be held 2 to 4 p.m. 
at Ravenswood Historic Site, 2657 
Arroyo Road, Livermore.

Robin Ekiss, a former Stegner 
Fellow at Stanford, received a 
Rona Jaffe Foundation Award for 
emerging women writers. Her 
book “The Mansion of Happi-
ness” won the 2010 Shenandoah/
Glasgow Prize and was a finalist 
for the Balcones Poetry Prize, the 
2010 Northern California Award 
and the 2010 California Book 
Award. 

Her husband, Keith Ekiss, is a 
Jones Lecturer in Creative Writ-
ing at Stanford University and a 
former Wallace Stegner Fellow in 
poetry. He is the past recipient of 
scholarships and residencies from 
the Bread Loaf and Squaw Valley 
Writers’ Conferences, the Santa Fe 
Art Institute, and the Petrified For-
est National Park. His poems, and 
his translations of the Costa Rican 
poet Eunice Odio, have appeared 
in Gulf Coast, Harvard Review, 
New England Review, Modern Po-
etry in Translation, The Christian 
Science Monitor, and elsewhere. 
His first book, “Pima Road Note-
book,” was published last year by 
New Issues Poetry & Prose.

An Open Mic will follow.
The public is invited to attend. 

Admission is $5; students with ID 
are admitted free.

For information, contact Cher 
Wollard at 925 824-4824 or ch-
erw@livermorelit.com, or see 
www.livermorelit.com

The Livermore Valley Coin 
Club will hold its 48th annual 
coin show and sale on Sunday 

March 6, 2011, from 10 am to 5 
pm. The show will be held at the 
Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur Drive 
Springtown in Livermore.

More than 30 dealers from all 
over Northern California will offer 
gold, silver, and base metal coins 
from the United States and foreign 
countries. Ancient coins will be 
offered as well. Prices range from 
a few cents to hundreds of dollars. 
Dealers will make appraisals and 
purchase coins from the public.

Admission is free. Wooden 
“nickels” commemorating the 
event will be given away while 
supplies last. This year’s raffle will 

feature a U.S. $10 gold coin (1/2 
ounce of gold) for the grand prize 
and 14 additional runner-up gold 
and silver coins. Tickets are $1.00 
each or 6/$5.00, available at the 
show. An hourly drawing will also 
be held for a U.S. silver dollar. 

Members of the Livermore Val-
ley Coin Club will set up numis-
matic displays, information table 
and will be available to discuss 
the club’s activities. Lunch service 
will be provided by Pit Stop BBQ 
& Deli. For further information 
please call Stephen Kramer at 
(925) 980-9307.

 

Tom Rigney and Flambeau Perform 
Cajum and Zydeco Style Music

Tom Rigney and Flambeau

LINDA AND ROBIN
(continued from front page)

STEWART
(continued from front page)

PATSY CLINE
(continued from front page)

Annual Coin Show and Sale Set

Robin Ekiss (above) and Keith Ekiss are the featured poets at the 
Ravenswood Reading.

Ravenswood Poetry Event 
Features Robin and Keith Ekiss
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The New Orleans Bash at the 
Bothwell Arts Center on March 
4 offers over-the-top decor that 
echoes the atmosphere of the 
French Quarter. Masks are op-
tional. If you don’t have one, a 
French Quarter-style shopping 
experience is available, where you 
can purchase masks, beads to wear 
or give away, and fun souvenirs. 
Highlights include Hurricanes, 
New Orleans Jazz and cuisine, and 
the option to attend a Preservation 
Hall Experience, a tribute to the 
world-famous French Quarter 
jazz club.

Mal Sharpe returns with his 
band, Big Money in Gumbo, for 
the 4th Annual New Orleans Bash 
at the Bothwell. Big Money plays 
two special Preservation Hall 
tribute performances earlier in the 
evening, and then joins the onstage 
trio in the big “Jackson Square” 
room for a full-on French Quarter 
style “street party.” Big Money 
specializes in authentic early New 
Orleans Jazz.

The Bash was designed to give 
partygoers a sense of the New 
Orleans French Quarter with a 
nod to what you’d find during a 
walk through the streets: New 
Orleans Jazz, paper mache gators 
& jesters, souvenir stalls selling 
feather masks, trinkets, jewelry, 
and “street artists” selling their 
paintings. Bothwell and LVPAC 
staff, Bothwell artists, renters 
and volunteers pitch in and put 
over a month of work into creat-
ing the magic of Bash night, with 
hand-painted décor and volunteers 
letting loose with feathers, beads, 
masks and handcrafted decor.

The Bothwell is located at 2466 
8th Street in Livermore and is a 
project of the Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center. Tickets to 
the party are $15 cover charge in 
advance, $20 at the door (if avail-
able), and to see the Preservation 
Hall Tribute at 6pm (7pm will be 
sold out by the time this is in print), 
$30 gets revelers into the tribute 
and to the party as well. See www.

Bothwellartscenter.org for further 
details and tickets, or contact the 
Bankhead Theater for ticketing at 
925-373-6800.

Mardi Gras Gala Offers New Orleans-like Experience

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Revelers got into the spirit during last year's festivities.
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The second Early Music Con-
cert of season six at Las Positas 
College will be performed on 
March 12 at 8 p.m. Theme of this 
years season is “The Splendor of 
Music.” 

The concert on March 12 will 
feature solo harpsichord pieces 
by John Blow, George Frederick 
Handel, J.S. Bach, and Charles 
Dieupart as well as Jay White, 
countertenor, accompanied on 
harpsichord in the music of Pur-
cell, Bononcini, and Handel.

Countertenor and Grammy 
award-winning artist Jay White 
has performed works from Bach 
to Britten and appeared with en-
sembles such as the Washington 
Bach Consort, the Folger Consort, 
Santa Fe Pro Musica, the Philhar-
monia Baroque Orchestra, and at 
the Carmel Bach Festival. He is 
highly recognized for his inter-
pretation of medieval, renaissance, 
and baroque repertoire. He has also 
been heard on National Public Ra-
dio and Public Radio International 
programs such as Harmonia, St. 
Paul Sunday, Around New York, 
Weekend Edition Sunday, and 
Performance Today.

Yuko Tanaka has been the 
featured harpsichordist on the 
Early Music Concert Series at 
Las Positas College since the first 
season in 2006. She has performed 
internationally as both a soloist 
and ensemble player. She has 
performed locally with Musica 
Pacifica, San Francisco Symphony, 
San Francisco Ballet Orchestra, 
American Bach Soloists, Philhar-
monia Baroque Chambers Players, 
and Musica Angelica Baroque 
Orchestra and is a soloist at the 
annual Carmel Bach Festival. Yuko 
received a doctorate in early music 
from Stanford University and has 
studied with Margaret Fabrizio at 
Stanford University, Gustav Le-
onhardt in Amsterdam, and Ketil 
Haugsand in Oslo, Norway.

In the pre-concert talk, Bruce 
Lamott will enhance the audience’s 
concert experience by providing 
insight into the program and by 
exploring the unique qualities 
of the counter tenor. Lamott is 
director of the Philharmonia Cho-
rale—the professional chorus of 
Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra, 

Travel back in time to the old 
world of Japan in the early 1900s, 
a time of tradition and honor, 
innocence and devotion, and ex-
perience the tragic love story and 
classic tale of Madama Butterfly. 
Livermore Valley Opera’s produc-
tion of one of the most beloved 
operas opens March 12 at the 
Bankhead Theater. 

 Director Brian Luedloff ’s 
approach to creating an authen-
tic turn-of-the-century Japan is 
infused into every feature of pro-
duction: music, staging, set design, 
lighting, costuming and even the 
singers’ individual movements 
that will transport audiences to old 
Nagasaki.

“We consider all visual ele-
ments, from the scenic design to 
authenticity of costumes,” says Lu-
edloff. “Our performers will wear 
kimonos as they should be worn, 
one side folding over the other to 
create smooth line in movement. 
Color and patterns become very 
important, particularly for the gei-
sha, whose kimonos represent sta-
tus and hierarchy, and our kimonos 
will reflect that authenticity.”

Luedloff will be just as par-
ticular about the movement of 
everyone on stage. “The clothing 
and footwear of that time pe-
riod necessitates a specific kind of 
movement, with limitations in the 
size of a step a woman might be 
able to take, and a sense of balance 
depending on the thickness and 
weight of a slipper.” 

Even the singers, sopranos 
Carrie Hennessey and Melody 
Tachibana King, who will share 
the lead role of Cio-Cio San (pro-
nounced Cho Cho San), the young 
geisha “Butterfly,” bring their own 
degree of cultural authenticity to 
the performance. Hennessey par-
ticipated in traditional Japanese 
tea ceremonies studying every 
movement and the meaning be-
hind them. King, who is Japanese 
and grew up in Japan, applies her 
family traditions and culture to her 
performance.

Jim Schmidt, LVO’s President, 
stated, “The collective aspects of 
the production bring Luedloff’s 
vision of authenticity will create 
a true sense of time and place for 
the audience. No detail will be sac-

rificed for the sake of a culturally 
authentic experience.”

Music Director Alexander 
Katzman once again will bring 
composer Puccini’s masterpiece to 
life. He will lead the sopranos Hen-
nessey and King through their mu-
sical performance of the title role 
in Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, 
known as one of the most difficult 
roles in the soprano repertoire.

Melody Tachibana King made 
her LVO debut last fall in another 
challenging and dramatic role 
- Donna Anna in Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni. She also recently made 
her main stage debut with Opera 
San José in the role of Yvette in 
La Rondine. On the concert stage, 
Ms. King has appeared as soprano 
soloist in Handel’s Messiah, and 
Vivaldi’s Gloria with Chorus 
Boston. Ms. King was selected as 
a 2007 semifinalist of the NATS 
Boston Chapter Song and Aria 
Competition. 

Carrie Hennessey, known for 
her ability to bring great musical 
and theatrical depth to her per-
formances, is a lyric soprano and 
recently made a triumphant debut 
with Cinnabar Theater as Emme-
line, in the West Coast Premiere of 
Tobias Picker's opera of the same 
name. She sang the role of Mimì in 
La Bohème with West Bay Opera, 
and with only one day’s notice, 
Ms. Hennessey made her debut 
as soprano soloist at the Modesto 
Symphony Orchestra with great 
acclaim in Mahler's Symphony 
No. 4.

Most of the lead singers come 
from the greater Bay Area. More 
information about the artists can be 
found on the LVO website at www.
livermorevalleyopera.org.

Special events are planned for 
the production. They are as fol-
lows: 

• Opening Night Gala, March 
12 -Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyards: 
Gala ticket includes dinner at 
Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard, fol-
lowed by a dessert reception in the 
Bankhead Theater. The welcome 
reception begins at 4:30 pm and 
seating at 5:00 pm at Uncle Yu’s. 
Guests will have a chance to meet 
Brian Luedloff, the Stage Direc-
tor, and Alexander Katsman, the 
Music Director. Curtain time is 8 
p.m. Gala Tickets are $75. They 
are available through Bankhead 
Theater box office.

• Ice Cream & Opera – Chil-
dren’s Opera Learning Adventure, 
March 13 and 20: Sunday matinees 
of Livermore Valley Opera pro-
ductions offer a fun, interactive 
way to introduce young people to 
opera –and even include ice cream 
for all at intermission. After the 
show, children will have an op-
portunity to go behind the scenes 
and experience a performer’s point 
of view. They meet the Conductor 
and cast members. To learn more, 
visit LVO’s website at http://www.
livermorevalleyopera.org/sea-
sons/2010/ice_cream/index.php. 
The performances both days are 
at 2 p.m. 

• Pre-opera talk: Included in 
the ticket price is a pre-opera talk 
one hour prior to curtain. LVO’s 
traditional artist’s reception is held 
in the lobby immediately following 
each performance. Insights into the 
opera with Stage Director Brian 
Clay Luedloff on March 12 and 
13, and with music historian John 
Prescott on March 19 and 20. The 
talks begin at 7 p.m., curtain time 
is 8 p.m. 

 Tickets are adults $29-$64; 
students 18 years and younger $10 
off on all days, all seating sections. 
Student ID required. Tickets may 
be purchased at www.livermore-
performingarts.com or at the the-
ater box office, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 

 

and was formerly choral director of 
the Sacramento Symphony Chorus 
and Carmel Bach Festival. He 
has had a distinguished career in 
conducting vocal and instrumental 
works of the Baroque period, and 
has performed as a harpsichordist 
with the San Francisco Opera, 
the Sacramento Symphony, and 
the Carmel Bach Festival. He has 
provided pre-concert talks at Davis 
Symphony Hall, Live at Mission 
Blue, and the San Francisco Opera, 
among others.

The last concert of the 2011 sea-
son, on April 2, will honor Philip 
Manwell, who is retiring at the end 
of this academic year. Manwell has 
served the college and the commu-
nity as an instructor of both music 
and humanities and as dean of Arts 
and Communications. 

The concerts will be held in the 
new Barbara Mertes Center for the 
Arts, Building 4000. Free parking 
is available in Lots AA, A, and B. 
Enter the college from the Collier 
Canyon entrance. For a map of the 
campus and further information 
about the concert season, visit 
www.lpcearlymusic .org

The pre-concert talk is at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $15 general ad-
mission, $5 students. 

Tickets are available at the 
door, through our website www.
lpcearlymusic, or at Brown Paper 
Tickets.

 

'Madama Butterfly:' a 
Culturally Authentic Experience
Livermore Valley Opera’s Production Opens March 12

2nd Early Music 
Concert Planned

Jay White
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Six Las Positas College student 
artists are presenting an exhibit of 
their paintings now through March 
11 in the Barbara Fracisco Mertes 
Center for the Arts Gallery. The 
gallery is open to the public when 
the college is in session and during 
performances at the arts center.

“We invite everyone on campus 
and in our community to enjoy our 
debut student painting exhibit in 
the new art gallery,” said art and 
painting instructor Bill Paske-
witz. The exhibiting artists, all of 
whom are students in Paskewitz’s 
painting class, are Gina Kaiper, 
Pleasanton; Youn Lee, Pleasan-
ton; Verna Medeiros, Livermore; 
Jim Schnitter, Livermore; Usha 
Shukla, Pleasanton; and Yun Susie, 
Dublin.

Las Positas College offers an as-
sociate in arts degree in art with an 
emphasis in painting. The program 

The Firehouse Arts Center’s 
Harrington Gallery will host 
“Marks of Nature: Visual Notes 
on the Physical World” March 9-
April 2, 2011. 

An artists’ reception will take 
place Thursday, March 10, 2011 
from 6:30-8:39 p.m. The Firehouse 
Arts Center is located at 4444 
Railroad Avenue in downtown 
Pleasanton.

The exhibit explores artistic 
interpretations of the pleasant, 
abstract qualities of images in 
nature using a variety of media. It 
includes works by Rebecca J. Alex, 
JoAnn Biagini, Sheila Metcalf To-
bin, and Ellen Sachtschale.

While working in catalogu-
ing at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, Rebecca J. Alex 
experienced a Mark Rothko exhibit 
that he says, “Changed the course 
of my life. Rothko, along with 
Rembrandt, O’Keefe and Monet, 
has been a constant source of 
inspiration and admiration. I felt 
that Rothko had lived an art life 
that was extraordinarily rich and 
that had taken him to places of 
the heart and spirit where I would 

like to go.” Alex embarked on a 
path of studying and “art making” 
and now teaches drawing and 
painting in Northern California 
and abroad.

JoAnn Biagini combines image 
transfer, drawing and collage to 
create works on paper that merge 
multi-layered images with nuanced 
surfaces. Biagini uses found book 

material in a variety of ways — for 
drawing reference, as an actual sur-
face to draw on and collage with, 
and as part of a technique where 
ink from book pages or xeroxes is 
transferred to another surface using 
an acrylic medium. Working intui-

tively, Biagini builds up imagery in 
transparent layers and uses sanding 
to subtract and blend. 

Ellen Sachtschale declares, 
“Though plantlike, my works re-
flect many qualities of the human 
spirit. For example, I often use the 
pod as a metaphor for life, because 
of its simple beauty and the unseen 
potential of the seed within.” A 
ceramic artist and instructor, El-

len Sachtschale is best known for 
her Garden Vessels and Blessing 
Bowls. She shares her original 
ceramic techniques in workshops 
and in courses in Walnut Creek, 
Calif.

Sheila Metcalf Tobin’s body of 
work began in the Master of Fine 
Arts program at the Art Institute 
of Chicago. Following an image 
in her mind, she made drawings of 
fruit on small squares of plywood. 
In those small drawings and all that 
have followed, she has commemo-
rated family traditions and experi-
ences that are the origins of her 
work. Sheila and her husband live 
in Berkeley, where they collabo-
rate on the design of the wooden 
forms and he builds them in their 
backyard workshop/garden.

Harrington Gallery hours are 
Wednesday-Friday 12:00 noon-
5:00 p.m., Saturday 11:00 a.m.-
3:00 p.m., for one hour prior to 
each Firehouse Arts Center perfor-
mance and during intermission. A 
donation of $2.00 is suggested. 

Call (925) 931-4849 for more 
information or visit the Firehouse 
Arts Center website, www.fire-
housearts.org. 

Gina Kaiper’s oil painting, 
“Campus Scene 2”

Linda Beach is the featured 
artist for the month of March at 
Wente Vineyards Estate Winery, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. 

A reception for the artist will be 
held on March 6 from 1 to 3 pm at 
Wente Vineyards. The artist will be 
present and available to discuss her 
work. The exhibit entitled “Sense 
of Place” will feature pastel land-
scapes. The subjects of her paint-
ings include local and California 
scenes as well as coastal images 
from her native New England. 

Beach states, “My goal is to 
capture the essence and spirit of a 
landscape and convey a sense of 
place that transcends a visual im-
age guided by my deep apprecia-
tion for nature. I love the simplicity 
of soft pastels applied to sanded 
papers whether painted on location 
or indoors.”

The award winning artist is ac-

Usha Shukla’s painting, “Primary 
Tools” 

provides curriculum for students 
seeking career preparation, transfer 
to a four-year college or university, 
or personal enrichment.

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore. 

 

 
 

tive member in the Livermore and 
Pleasanton Art Associations, the 
Pastel Society of the West Coast, 
and the Sierra Pastel Society. Her 
work has been exhibited in group 
and juried shows in Northern 
California and at her alma mater, 
Wilson College, PA. Linda Beach 
is a former art teacher at East Ave. 
Middle School in Livermore and 
continues to be a sought after art 
instructor for both children and 
adults through the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District at the 
Robert Livermore Community 
Center. See www.lindabeachstu-
dio.com for further information.

The show will be on display 
March 1-31 from 11:00 to 4:30 
daily at the Wente Vineyards Estate 
Winery Tasting Room, 5565 Tesla 
Road, Livermore. 

 

“Yosemite Valley” by Linda 
Beach

'Sense of Place' Exhibit 
Opens at Wente Vineyards Student Work Display at Center for the Arts Gallery

'Marks of Nature' Exhibit at the Harrington Gallery

Among the works are (from 
left) "Backyard Blooms" by 
Sheila Metcalf Tobin; Untitled 
by Rebecca J. Alex; and Ceramic 
Fountain by Ellen Sachtschale.
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Petite Sirah, known for its small 
berries and bold, concentrated fla-
vor, burst onto the California wine 
scene in 1961 when Concannon 
Vineyard’s Jim Concannon chose 
to bottle the first varietally labeled 
Petite Sirah. Previously used for 
blending, this unique grape varietal, 
with its jammy fruit flavors and 
generous, age-worthy tannins, has 
entranced oenophiles and consis-
tently gained in popularity since 
its birth fifty years ago. Concannon 
Vineyard, along with an expanding 
community of vintners and grow-
ers, will honor Petite Sirah with 
numerous celebrations throughout 
2011.

The Petite Sirah grape was de-
veloped in 1880 by Francois Durif 
in Montpellier, France. The vari-
ety is a cross between Syrah and 
Peloursin, both of which may be 
called Petite Sirah because aged va-
rietal vines are hard to distinguish. 
First planted in California in 1884, 
Petite Sirah was the blending back-
bone of many home-made prohibi-
tion era wines. According to Petite 
Sirah advocacy group, P.S. I Love 
You, there were approximately 
4,440 acres of Petite Sirah planted 
in the U.S. when Jim Concannon 
bottled America’s first varietally 
labeled Petite Sirah in 1961. Fifty 
years later, the “little grape that 
could” is on the rise; acreage has 
nearly doubled, to 7,592 acres and 
there are now over 723 producers 
that feature a Petite Sirah in their 
portfolio. 

“While we have continued 
our leadership with Petite Sirah 
viticulture and winemaking, we’re 
pleased that many others are grow-
ing and producing Petite Sirah and 
that the varietal becomes more 
popular with each passing year,” 

 By Laura Ness
Get ready for some changes at 

La Rochelle and Steven Kent win-
eries: inspired changes designed to 
provide guests and club members 
even more value every time they 
visit. Instead of clearly delineating 
the two brands, as had been past 
practice, they are creating new 
Experiences that allow both brands 
to be enjoyed in one setting. These 
Experiences provide guests greater 
flexibility, offer more choices and 
give people the opportunity to 
taste a wider range of selections 
from the rich and deep portfolios 
of both brands.

As part of the shift from brand-
specific to experience-based tast-
ing, the Barrel Room will now 
offer tasting options from the 
wine collections of both Steven 
Kent and La Rochelle. The at-
mosphere will remain casual and 
relaxed, and you will still taste 
your choice of flight at your own 
barrel. Tasting will be available 
daily from 12-4:30. Steven Kent 
and La Rochelle club members 
will enjoy complimentary tasting 
in The Barrel Room as part of their 
club member benefits. 

The La Rochelle Tasting Room 
will be transformed into the Re-
serve Room, where seated pairings 
will be offered with small-lot and 
Library wines from both Steven 
Kent and La Rochelle. This is a 
first-come, first-served experi-
ence that will be offered Thursday 

through Sunday from 12-4:30. 
The Reserve Room is an ex-

cellent venue for focusing on the 
nuances and inner workings of the 
carefully and thoughtfully crafted 
small lot and reserve wines. Extra 
attention was put into the making 
of these beauties, and extra atten-
tion should be paid them, as you 
would savor a fine multi-course 
meal, paying heed to all the ingre-
dients that make each dish sing.

Club members will enjoy half 
price tasting in this venue, with a 
full refund of the tasting fee upon a 
reserve wine purchase. For Premier 
members, tasting is complimentary 
for up to 2 people per visit. 

The goal here is to create mem-
orable, educational and delicious 
experiences every time you visit, 
regardless of how you choose to 
taste – standing up, or sitting 
down. 

The fact that selections from 
both brands will be offered in 
single flight options greatly in-
creases the adventure factor, as 
tasters can now explore different 
varietals than they might have in 
the past, and find new wines to 
love and enjoy. 

There is always something new 
to learn and appreciate, regard-
less of how well you think you 
might know a brand or even a 
varietal. You will no longer have 
to choose between Pinot Noir 
and Cabernet: it’s good to have 
both, on the same day, in the same 

hour, even. Guaranteed, you will 
become more skilled at wine tast-
ing and will discover nuances you 
might have missed before, simply 
because your palate will be work-
ing different muscles: so, too, will 
your brain. That’s a good thing. 
We all need to exercise that big 
cranial muscle matter more often. 
We knew wine tasting was good 
for our hearts: now we can rest 
assured it is also highly beneficial 
to our heads.

Let’s take a look at some of the 
Flight Options that await you in 
this new wine tasting Experience:

Barrel Room Experience Op-
tions

Barrel Room Flight: 2008 
“Merrillie” Chardonnay, Landucci 
Block, Livermore Valley; 2007 
Future Release Program Cab-
ernet Franc, Livermore Valley; 
2007 Cabernet Sauvignon, Estate 
Grown, Livermore Valley (*); 
2003 Cabernet Sauvignon Vintage 
Port (**)

Pellier Flight: 2007 Pinot Blanc, 
Arroyo Seco; 2007 Pinot Noir, 
Classic Clones; 2007 Pinot Noir, 
Santa Lucia Highlands; 2007 Pi-
not Noir, La Cruz Vineyard, Santa 
Cruz Mountains; Reserve Room 
Experience Options

Yeast Trial and Cabernet Flight: 
2008 Pinot Noir, Dutton Camp-
bell, Fermerouge Yeast; 2008 
Pinot Noir, Dutton Campbell, 
RC212 Yeast; 2007 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Ghielmetti Vineyard, 

Estate Grown, 93 pts Wine Enthu-
siast; 2008 Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Ghielmetti Vineyard, Clone 337, 
Premier Cabernet Collection

Small-Lot Flight: 2007 Pinot 
Noir, Santa Cruz Mountains; 
2007 Pinot Noir, Sleepy Hollow 
Vineyard, Santa Lucia Highlands, 
90 pts, Wine Enthusiast; 2007 
Petit Verdot, Ghielmetti Vineyard, 
Livermore Valley; 2007 Malbec, 
Ghielmetti Vineyard, Livermore 
Valley

 (*) This Cabernet just scored 
93 points in Wine Enthusiast and 
is absolutely dark, deep and soul-

ful Cabernet. Among Livermore’s 
finest expressions.

(**) This vintage port is so fine, 
it is worth going to check out the 
new tasting format just to experi-
ence its concentrated, addictive 
core of incredible cassis 

Tasting Flights are subject to 
change based on availability

Steven Kent Winery www.ste-
venkent.com 925-243-6440

La Rochelle Winery www.LR-
wine.com 925-243-6442

5443 Tesla Road, Livermore, 
CA

said Jim Concannon, third genera-
tion vintner. 

Starting with special festivities 
at last weekend’s 5th annual “Dark 
& Delicious” food & wine event, 
the grape’s anniversary will be a 
year-long celebration comprised 
of events and activities throughout 
the country that honor its past, 
celebrate its present and embrace 
Petite Sirah’s future.

A special two-day public cel-
ebration at Concannon’s his-
toric Livermore Valley winery is 
planned for August 13-14, 2011 
and will include cooking dem-
onstrations, unique Petite Sirah 
products such as chocolates and ice 
cream, live music and one of a kind 
vertical tastings from Concannon’s 
library. “I am very proud of the fact 
that my father started America’s 
love of Petite Sirah,” said John 
Concannon, fourth generation 
vintner. “I’m honored to host ret-
rospective Petite Sirah tastings in 
over 50 markets across the nation 
this year to promote awareness of 
this distinctive grape in celebration 
of such a significant milestone.” 

Concannon is also a found-
ing member of P.S. I Love You 
and hosts the wine industry’s 
annual national symposium for 
growers and wine producers to 
share vineyard and production best 
practices. 

This year’s event will be held 
July 26 and will feature live-
streaming online, offering consum-
ers the opportunity to ask ques-
tions directly to some of the most 
notable vintners and growers in the 
Petite Sirah community.

For additional information 
please visit the website: www.
concannonvineyard.com.

 

Police and Fire: The Fallen He-
roes is an organization committed 
to honoring the families of those 
law enforcement and fire service 
personnel who, in the performance 
of their duties, paid the ultimate 
price—the loss of life. 

The all-volunteer Police and 
Fire: The Fallen Heroes, a 501 
(c) (3) non-profit corporation is 
sponsoring a fund-raising dinner 
concert featuring the celebrated 
tenor George Komsky for an eve-
ning of Italian songs titled “An 
Italian Night in Diablo” at the 
historic Diablo Country Club in 
The Town of Diablo on Thursday, 
April 14, 2011. 

The dinner benefit George 
Komsky Live in Concert will be-
gin with appetizers at 5:30 p.m. 
and will include a no-host bar and 

limited live auction for $100.00 
per person.

George Komsky is a protégé 
and scholarship beneficiary of 
world-renowned vocal teacher 
Seth Riggs whose star pupils 
were Barbra Streisand, Natalie 
Cole and Metropolitan Opera Star 
Philip Webb. George is a Monte 
Vista High School and UCLA 
graduate, whose singing style was 
inspired by Luciano Pavarotti, 
Placido Domingo and Tito Schipa. 
George Komsky has been touted 
in Hollywood circles as the new 
exciting tenor in the style of An-
drea Bocelli for his golden voice, 
stage presence and good looks. He 
was a finalist on Simon Cowell’s 
inaugural “America’s Got Talent,” 
lead soloist for the Irish dancing 
phenomenon “Riverdance” in 

2004, and starred in the Dublin 
Worldwide Productions “Twelve 
Irish Tenors.” Komsky’s previous 
Live in Concert performances at 
the Lesher Centre for the Arts 
in Walnut Creek and the Herbst 
Theatre in San Francisco were sold 
out shows. 

“An Italian Night in Diablo” 
will feature Italian opera arias by 
Rossini, Donizetti, Bellini and 
other favorite timeless pieces.

The concert proceeds will sup-
port Police and Fire: The Fallen 
Heroes with funds to assist the 
families of law enforcement and 
fire service personnel who lost 
their lives in the line of duty.

Information is available at www.
thefallenheroes.org or email info@
thefallenheroes.org Tickets can be 
purchased at 925.831.2011

La Rochelle and Steven Kent Create 
New Tasting Experience

Concannon Celebrating Petite 
Sirah Throughout 2011

Tenor George Komsky Performs in 
Benefit for 'The Fallen Heroes'
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By Patricia Koning
After Livermore residents Kris-

tin Allen and Michael Rodrigues 
won gold in the Acrobat Gym-
nastics World Championships 
last summer, they didn’t head to 
Disneyland. Instead, the pair went 
to Las Vegas. 

In September, Allen and Ro-
drigues joined the cast of Cirque 
du Soleil’s Viva ELVIS, which 
is staged five nights a week at 
the Aria Resort and Casino. The 
duo performs an acrobatic dance 
routine to “Suspicious Minds” 
that incorporates the same daz-
zling, gravity-defying stunts that 
led them to win two consecutive 
world titles. 

“It’s really the perfect transition 
to the next stage in our lives,” says 
Allen. “We’re getting paid to do 
what we love.”

The pair had already decided 
to retire from competitive acro-
batic gymnastics before the 2010 
World Championships. “I wanted 
to take a gap year before starting 
college,” says Allen, who gradu-
ated from Vineyard High School 
in July. “We were looking into 
where acro could take us—maybe 
coaching, traveling, or joining the 
cast of a show.”

Cirque du Soleil contacted 
Allen and Rodrigues soon after 
they returned from the World 
Championships in Poland, so the 
pair never had to retrain. Their 
lives now revolve around the ten 
weekly shows of Viva ELVIS, 
public relations events, and extra 
rehearsals when parts of the show 
are changed. 

Viva ELVIS, a harmonious fu-
sion of dance, acrobatics and live 
music, is a tribute to the life and 
music of Elvis Presley. The show 
blends significant moments in his 
life with timeless hits like “Suspi-
cious Minds,” “All Shook Up,” 
“Jailhouse Rock,” and of course, 
“Viva Las Vegas.”

On Tuesday through Saturday 
nights, they arrive at the theater 
around 5:30 pm to warm up and get 
into their costumes and makeup. 
On show nights, Viva ELVIS is 
staged at 7 and 9:30 pm so they 
perform their act twice with about 
an hour break in between. 

“This has been a wonderful 
experience,” says Allen. “It is 
amazing to be surrounded by so 

many talented people, like singers 
who were on American Idol and 
Olympic gymnasts. We are able 
to continue experiencing the joy 
of performing without the pres-
sure to win. While the show stays 
mostly the same, every audience 
brings a different energy to the 
performance.”

Between performances and 
enjoying some of her newly found 
free time, Allen works on her 
college applications. Her dream 
school is Stanford. However, 
she’s also applying to Georgetown 
University and Hamilton College 
in upstate New York. She plans 
to study humanities, emphasizing 
writing and philosophy, and attend 
graduate school in business. She’s 
also staying active in the world 
of acrobatic gymnastics, choreo-
graphing routines for gymnasts 
around the country. 

“My experience in acrobatic 
gymnastics has been absolutely 
incredible. Michael and I achieved 
every goal that we set for our-
selves,” she says. “We owe much 
of our success to the West Coast 
Training Center. I got lucky, living 
in the city with the best training 
center in the world.” Allen and 
Rodrigues trained with Marie An-
nonson, head coach and owner of 
West Coast Training Center. 

Allen also credits the indepen-
dent study program at Vineyard 
High School with helping her bal-
ance school and her demanding 
training and competition schedule. 
“Everyone at Vineyard was so 
supportive of my endeavors,” she 
says. “I’m grateful to the mentors 
and talented peers that surrounded 
me. I do miss Livermore.”

For more information on 
WCTC, see http://westcoast-
tc.com/. For more information on 
acrobatic gymnastics, visit www.
usa-gymnastics.org/acro. 

To learn more about Viva EL-
VIS, visit www.cirquedusoleil.
com/en/shows/viva-elvis. Look for 
Allen and Rodrigues about 20 sec-
onds into the preview video on the 
website—she’s wearing a red dress 
and leaps from the staircase into 
his arms. You can also see a video 
of the pair performing at a public 
relations event on YouTube at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lj_
Nsge23Nw (or search YouTube for 
“Kristin Allen Viva Elvis”). 

 

Livermore natives and world champion acrobatic gymnasts Kristin Allen and Michael Rodrigues perform 
“Suspicious Minds” in the Las Vegas Cirque de Solei show Viva ELVIS. (Photo by Aaron Felske; Costumes by 
Stefano Canulli ©Cirque du Soleil)

Livermore’s world champions Allen and 
Rodrigues take their act to Vegas
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in Carnegie Park, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

Images of California by Livermore pho-
tographer William Hackett of Cheshire 
Cat Photo, during the months of February 
and March, First Street Alehouse, Liver-
more. The show will be open during the 
Alehouse's regular hours. The First Street 
Alehouse is located at 2106 1st Street, 
Livermore; (925) 371-6588.

Tuscany and the Cinque Terre, exhibit 
of works by Charlotte Severin and fel-
low artists. The reception will be held 
on Sat., March 5 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Livermore Civic Center Library Gallery, 
1188 So. Livermore Ave. The exhibit 
will continue through March 31 dur-
ing regular library hours. Participating 
artists and photographers are Ann and 
Hugh Bevan-Thomas, June Ferreri and 
Justin Trent, Martin Spellman, Margo 
and Arne Kirkewoog, Bonnie Bartlett 
and Charlotte Severin.

Harrington Art Gallery exhibit, Marks of 
Nature. A look into artistic interpretations 
of the pleasant, abstract qualities of images 
in nature. Includes works by Sheila Met-
calf Tobin, JoAnn Biagini and Rebecca 
Alex. Monday, March 7 – Saturday, April 
2, 2011. Gallery Reception Wednesday, 
March 9, 2011, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. www.firehousearts.org.

Call for Artists – 13th Annual Art in the 
Park, October 1 & 2, 2011, on the Town 
Green, Danville. Open to artists with 
quality work in the following catego-
ries: Paintings, Sculpture, Photography, 
Graphics and Fine Jewelry. Booth spaces 
for Art in the Park are 10’ x 10’ and are 
$70 for Alamo Danville Artists’ Society 
members and $85 non-members plus 
10% of sales to the Art in the Schools 
fund. For an application, send an e-mail 
to normawebb@comcast.net or call 925 
828-9170. Art in the Park, sponsored by 
ADAS and the Town of Danville, is a 
fund raiser for Art in the Schools of the 
San Ramon Valley School District. In 
the last few years, ADAS & Art in the 
Park have given over $100,000 directly 
to classroom teachers for special art proj-
ects. Since school funding has been so 
drastically cut, these ADAS art grants are 
extremely important to the arts programs 
in our local schools.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring their 
own materials and easels. Open to all art-
ists. Professional artist models (nude). No 
instructor. Students under 18 need written 
parental permission to attend. Cost $20 
per session. At the Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or email 
Barbara Stanton for more info about the 
workshop, 925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Art Critique and Coffee, meets at the 
Stoneridge Mall in Pleasanton. Fridays 
at 10 a.m. in the common area in front 
of Nordstrom's. ACC/ Art, Critique and 
Coffee meets weekly where artists can 
share the newest works, techniques and 
talk about art. For more information call 
925 461-5084 or e-mail PoetryOnCan-
vas@Mac.Com

Journal Writing Club for Young Adults, 
young adults ages 12-21, are invited to 
join the Journal Writing Club for Young 

Adults at the Livermore Public Library, 
Civic Center, on Thursday, March 3, 
2011 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, for a fun- 
filled evening of writing with author 
J.L. Powers. Those attending will learn 
about publishing their works and how to 
expand their writing horizons. For more 
information, please visit TEEN SPACE on 
the library’s website: www.livermore.lib.
ca.us or contact Sandy at 925-373-5500 
extension 5583.

Figure Drawing and Painting Workshop 
taught by Livermore artist Carolyn Lord, 
Saturday, March 19 and Sunday March 
20, 2011, 9 am to 4 pm. $99 plus $50 
Model’s fee. Students bring own art 
supplies Register through Las Positas 
Community Education. "Figure Drawing 
and Painting Workshop" , when register-
ing the Class' Code Number is AL478 
How to register www.laspositascollege.
edu/communityed/index.php.

Summer Camp offered by Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, class production: 
"Seussical Jr." Three separate sessions 
of camp during July/Aug 2011. First two 
sessions span 2 weeks each and are open 
to children in grades 2-8. Third session 
is accelerated at 5 days and is open to 
children in grades 4-9. All children will 
participate as cast members in a musical 
production learning singing, dancing, and 
acting skills, as well as creating their own 
costumes, sets, and props. Culminates in 
two performances of "Seussical Jr." at end 
of session. Session I: July 11-22 (shows on 
the 23), Session II: July 25- Aug. 5 (shows 
Aug. 6) and Session III: Aug 8-12 (shows 
on Aug. 13). Sessions 1 & 2: $400, Session 
3: $300 www.trivalleyrep.org

 
WINERY EVENTS
Tamás Estates: Salute! Club Release Event, 

taste 2009 Viaggio, Andiamo and Pinot Bi-
anco with savory food. Saturday, March 5, 
2011. Session times 12 noon, 2:30 or 5:00 
pm. Big Red Wine Tasting Event wines 
from Tamás Estates, Murrieta's Well and 
Wente Vineyards. Saturday March 12, 6-8 
pm. 925-456-2380 or more information 
or to make a reservation. Tamás Estates, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting room 

from 12 to 4; open every day if the gate 
is open and for sure on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays 11 to 5. Red Feather 
Winery, 5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Information at 449-1871 or www.red-
featherwinery.com

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 p.m. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

Blacksmith Square Saturday Concerts, 
Thomas Coyne Winery, John Christopher 
Cellars, Swirl Tapas Bar and Victorian 
Olive Oil present live music in the Square, 
3 to 6 p.m. Wine tasting (fee waived 
with purchase), food at menu prices. No 
outside food or adult beverages. Corner 
of South Livermore Ave. and Railroad 
Ave. downtown Livermore.

Robin and Linda Williams, masters of 
bluegrass and harmonizing, Fri., March 
4, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

The Tubes, March 4, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org

Tuck and Patti, Jazz Duo, March 5, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org

Pleasanton Chamber Players, March 6, 3 
p.m. Program "From Folk Tunes to Master 
Works." Folk tunes are an assortment of 

Beethoven songs of the British Isles. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org.

Danville Community Band, "Jukebox 
Saturday Night," Sunday, March 6, 2011 
at 2 p.m. at the Blackhawk Auto Museum, 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. 
The concert is free with admission into the 
museum. For more information, see our 
website at www.danvilleband.org.

Al Stewart, Singer, Songwriter, and Folk 
Musician, March 11, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org

 A Tribute to Patsy Cline with Joni Morris, 
March 12, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

San Ramon Symphonic Band, March 11, 
7:30 p.m. “The Art of the Wind Band,” 
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts Center, 
10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon, 973-3343 
or SanRamonPerformingArts.com.

Early Music Concert, Jay White, Counter 
Tenor; Yuko Tanaka, Harpsichord, March 
12, 2011. 7:30 pre-concert talk, 8:00 
concert. The Morning Star - music from 
Northern Europe. Barbara Mertes Center 
for the Arts, Las Positas College, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Tickets are 
$15 for individual concerts. www.lpcear-
lymusic.org or www.laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts.

Golden Bough, concert, March 19, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org

Livermore-Amador Symphony, concert, 
Brahms’s 4th and soloist Joe Bonfiglio, 
March 26, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Brahms’s 4th 
and Joe Bonfiglio, soloist. Prelude talk 7 
p.m. 925-373-6800, www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org

ON THE STAGE
Bat Boy: The Musical, Tri-Valley Rep-

ertory Theatre. Studio Theatre, 1048 
Serpentine Lane, Suite 309, Pleasanton. 
Weekends Feb. 18-March 13. Call 462-
2121 or go to www.trivalleyrep.com for 
information.

Shakespeare’s Associates’ production of 
A Life in the Theatre by David Mamet. 
March 31-April 23, 2011, Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays at the 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth Street, 
Livermore, CA. Tickets from $25-$35 by 
calling 1-800-838-3006 or www.Liver-
moreShakes.org. For more information 
visit www.LivermoreShakes.org or call 
925-443-BARD (2273). 

Godspell, Livermore High School produc-
tion, March 4, 5, 8 p.m. at the school, 600 
Maple St., Livermore.

One Act Plays, noon March 9, 8 p.m. March 
11. Barbara Mertes Center for the Arts, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Per-
forming Arts Events Line at 925.424.1100 
or go to www.laspositascollege.edu/per-
formingarts

The Sound of Music, presented by Amador 
Valley and Foothill high schools, March 
17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 7:30 p.m. Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. 
Tickets at www.firehousearts.org.

Sunol Repertory Theatre presents its 30th 
annual Melodrama “Trouble Bubbles 
at the Hot Springs” or “Hold Your Nose 
as You Walk By.” This is a great family 
event to Hoot, Holler and Hiss. Perfor-
mances dates are March 11, 12, 18, 19, 
25, & 26; April 1 & 2 starting at 8pm at 
Sunol Glen School 11601 Main St. Sunol 
. The Repertory Theatre has donated over 
$100,000 to the arts programs at Sunol 
Glen. Tickets are sold at Little Valley 
Winery 739 Main St. Pleasanton from 

St., Livermore. Tickets or information 
at (925) 373-6800 or via their website 
at www.livermoreperformingarts.org. 
Tickets are $18, $20, and $24. There 
will be a dessert reception in the lobby 
following each performance.

Taylor 2, Paul Taylor’s dances, Tues., 
March 22, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
livermoreperformingarts.org or 925-
373-6800.

Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Friday night from Salsa to 
Swing, includes a group dance lesson 
at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 8:15 dance 
lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance parties. It's 
All About Dancing, 171 So. J Street, 
Livermore. 925-449-9292, or studio@
itsallaboutdancing.com.

MOVIES
Going Places: A Classic Film Series, shown 

the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
in the Pleasanton Library's meeting room 
through June 2, 2011. The program is a 
partnership of Las Positas College and the 
Pleasanton Public Library proudly pres-
ent. Candy Klaschus, film historian and 
Coordinator of the Humanities Program 
at Las Positas College, is the host. There 
is no admission charge. 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. 931-3400. No registra-
tion required.

Jewish Cultural Film Series, three films, 
all with subtitles, Vine Cinema, 1722 First 
Street in Livermore on Sunday March 6 
and Thursday March 10. March 6: 4:30 
p.m. The Little Traitor. March 6, 7:15 
p.m. German film Die Welle (The Wave). 
March 10, 7:30 p.m. Freres (Brothers). 
The Jewish Cultural Film Series is 
presented by the Jewish Federation of 
the East Bay in partnership with City 
National Bank, Peet’s Coffee & Tea, 
Congregation Beth Emek, Temple Beth 
Torah, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews and the 
Tri-Valley Midrasha. Purchase tickets 
and view the entire festival at www.east-
bayjewishfilm.org, phone 510.318.6456, 
or pay at the door. 

Italian Film Festival, March 25-26, times 
to be announced. Barbara Mertes Center 
for the Arts, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Performing Arts Events Line 
at 925.424.1100 or go to www.laspositas-
college.edu/performingarts

Facing Ali, a documentary film about boxer 
Muhammad Ali, will be shown on March 
17 at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Rail-
road Ave., Pleasanton. Presented by the 
Pleasanton Library. Doors open 6:15pm, 
film screens at 7pm. Seating is on a first-
come, first-served basis. The film events 
are free and open to all. No registration 
is required. For more information, call 
Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

 
CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale, Winter concert, 

“In Remembrance,” marking the upcom-
ing 10th anniversary of the September 11, 
2001 tragedy. Fri., March 18, 8 p.m. First 
Presbyterian Church, 4th and L Streets, 
Livermore. Ticket information at www.
valleyconcertchorale.org.

OPERA
Livermore Valley Opera, presents 

Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, March 12, 
13, 19, 20. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

Met Opera Theater-casts, 10 a.m. simul-
taneous viewings and 12 encore rebroad-
casts of Metropolitan Opera productions 
at Dublin's Regal Cinema, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays - Schedule: Mar. 2: Glass's 
"Nixon in China;" Mar. 16: Gluck's "Iphi-
genia in Tauride;" April 9, 27: Rossini's 
"Le Comte Ory;" April 23, May 11: 

Thurs.-Sun. 12-5pm. Go to www.sunol.
net/srt for more information.

Arsenic and Old Lace, Asbury Players, 
March 18, 19, 20, 2011. Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., Liver-
more. Curtain time is 8 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday. 
Doors open 20 minutes prior to show 
time. Tickets are $10 general admission, 
$8 for seniors and children under 12. For 
additional ticket information, please call 
455-1048.

The National Tour of The Music Man, 
March 19, 8 p.m. Dougherty Valley 
Performing Arts Center, 10550 Albion 
Rd., San Ramon, 973-3343 or SanRa-
monPerformingArts.com.

Judy, Judy, Judy, a cabaret tribute will be 
performed at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton, 
on March 20, 2 p.m. A tribute to the 
legacy of legendary singer and actress 
Judy Garland. Performers will include 
internationally known Tielle Baker, San 
Francisco Cabaret Gold Award-winning 
singer Pamela Brooks, Emmy Award 
singer ML Parr, joined by celebrated jazz 
pianist Richard Nelson Hall.

Golden Dragon Acrobats, Chinese touring 
company, Fri., March 25, 7:30 p.m. Bank-
head Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

Aquila Theatre Company in Pirandello’s 
Six Characters in Search of an Author, 
Tues., March 29, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

Reach for the Stars! An Evening of the 
Arts for the Arts, Livermore Valley 
Education Foundation presents a spe-
cial evening fund-raiser featuring arts 
showcase performances by elementary, 
middle and high school students enrolled 
in Livermore Valley Joint Unified School 
District’s music, drama, dance and visual 
arts programs. Thurs., March 31 at 7 p.m. 
at the Bankhead Theater in Livermore. 
Tickets are $25 for reserved seats; students 
tickets are $12.50 with the purchase of 
a reserved seat in any section. www.
livermoreperformingarts.com, or at the 
Bankhead box office, 2400 First St., Liver-
more. For additional information, contact: 
Victoria Schellenberger, LVEF President, 
vschellenberger@sbcglobal.net

DANCE
Le Tableau Magnifique, Livermore 

School of Dance, will be performing 
“Variations in Motion” at The Bankhead 
Theater on Saturday, March 5, 2011, with 
performances at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
The performances are a benefit for The 
Diabetic Youth Foundation and a por-
tion of the proceeds will be given to the 
organization. The Company will present 
five different programs starting with a 
full-length production of the story ballet, 
Coppelia. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
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Richard Strauss's "Capriccio;" April 30, 
May 18: Verdi's "Il Trovatore;" May 14, 
June 11: Wagner's "Die Walkure."

The Barber of Seville, Opera San José 
continues its 27th Season presents 
Rossini’s comic opera, The Barber of 
Seville. Eight performances are sched-
uled from February 12 through 27 at the 
California Theatre, 345 South First Street 
in downtown San José. Tickets are on 
sale at the Opera San José Box Office, 
by phone at (408) 437-4450 or online 
at www.operasj.org. This production of 
The Barber of Seville is made possible, 
in part, by a Cultural Affairs Grant from 
the City of San José.

MISCELLANEOUS
New Orleans Bash, Fri., March 4, 5 p.m. 

Bothwell Arts Center, 8th and H Streets, 
Livermore. Presented by Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center. Masks 
are optional. Highlights include Hur-
ricanes, New Orleans Jazz and cuisine, 
and the option to attend a Preservation 
Hall Experience, a tribute to the world-
famous French Quarter jazz club, with 
concerts at 6 and 7 p.m. (separate fee). 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

Book sale, Friends of the Dublin Library, 
March 4-7 at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic 
Plaza, Dublin. Members only night is Fri., 
March 4 from 6 to 9 p.m. Memberships 
will be available starting at 5:30 p.m. 
The sale continues on Sat., March 5, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun., March 6, 1 to 5 
p.m. Monday, March 7, noon to 3 p.m. is 
bag day. Fill a paper bag (provided) for 
$4.00, or fill a special-edition Friends 
of the Library canvas tote bag for only 
$13.00. Totes are also available alone 
for $10. www.aclibrary.org, the Friends’ 
website at www.dublinfriends.org, or call 
the Library at 925-828-1315. The Library 
is wheelchair accessible.

Science on Saturday, March 5, Super-
heavy Elements: Search for the End of 
the Periodic Table, 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 
a.m. at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., downtown Livermore. Presented 
by the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory. Topics are to be determined. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

48th Annual Coin Show and Sale, hosted 
by Livermore Valley Coin Club on Sunday 
March 6, 2011, from 10 am to 5 pm. The 
show will be held at the Elks Lodge, 940 
Larkspur Drive Springtown in Livermore. 
Admission is free. For further informa-
tion please call Stephen Kramer at (925) 
980-9307.

Dublin St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, 
Saturday and Sunday, March 12 and 13 at 
the Dublin Civic Center. Festival includes 
authentic music and dance, an Irish Tea 
Cottage, over 150 arts & craft and vendor 
booth displays, two stages of entertain-
ment, carnival rides, food and drink. Also a 
Firefighter Pancake Breakfast, Lions Club 
Parade, Dublin Sister City Green & White 
Gala and the Shamrock 5K Fun Run and 
Walk. www.ci.dublin.ca.us

Museum on Main, 2011 Ed Kinney 
Lecture Series. Wednesday, March 16, 
7pm, An Evening with Julia Morgan. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. No reservations are 
required. Tickets are available at the door 
on a first come first served basis. The 
Firehouse Arts Center is located at 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $10 general admission, $5 members 
and seniors, $3 students/teachers with 
ID. Information, contact Jennifer Amiel, 
Director of Education at (925) 462-2766 
or education@museumonmain.org

3rd annual Barrel Tasting Weekend, 

Livermore Valley Winegrowers Associa-
tion. March 19-20, noon to 4:30 p.m. at 
various wineries. www.lvwine.org. 447-
9463. Taste wines right out of the barrel, 
meet winemakers, and more.

Golden Dragon Acrobats, Chinese touring 
company, Fri., March 25, 7:30 p.m. Bank-
head Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
Tickets or information www.livermore-
performingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

10th Annual Pleasanton Poetry, Prose & 
the Arts Festival, Sat. and Sun., March 
26 and 27, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 

Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. Guest speak-
ers, poetry and prose workshops for 
adults, youth and teen workshops, writing 
contests and an award ceremony. There 
are also be a linked visual and poetry 
contest and display downtown and at the 
festival, a fine art exhibit and literary row 
with local and nationally known authors. 
For information, contact Michelle Russo, 
City of Pleasanton Civic Arts, mrusso@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us, (925) 931-5350 or 
Deborah Grossman, City of Pleasanton 
poet laureate at pleasantonpoetry@gmail.

com. www.firehousearts.org.
2011 San Francisco Flower & Garden 

Show, March 23-27 at the San Mateo 
Event Center. Celebrate "Life in the 
California Garden" with food, wine, 
fun, flowers and more. Local wineries 
participating are Concannon Vineyard, 
Crooked Vine, Cuda Ridge, Darcie Kent, 
Les Chenes Estate Vineyards, McGrail 
Vineyards, Murrieta's Well, Stony Ridge, 
Tamas Estates & Wente Vineyards. Gar-
den design, new plants, 200 vendors, 75 
seminars and films, "Garden To Table" 
cooking demonstrations with Bay Area 

chefs headlined by Alice Waters, 6000 sqft 
of Edible Garden displays with hands-on 
advice, an expanded children's section, a 
wine garden, and a film premiere. Hours 
are Wed-Sat 10am-7pm and Sunday 
10am-6pm. http://sfgardenshow.com.

A Special Poetry Evening with Cynthia 
Bryant, Tuesday, March 29, 2011, 7:30 
- 8:30 p.m. Towne Center Books, 555 
Main Street in Pleasanton. Cynthia’s latest 
books are Pebbles in the Shoe and No Time 
to Shoot the Poets. Light Refreshments. 
Free event.

Six Livermore High School 
Tri-M club musicians, led by Laura 
Schildbach, visited Arroyo El-
ementary School in Livermore on 
February 1, 2011. The multipurpose 
room of the school was crowded 
with 125 fifth grade students and 
their teachers. The visiting group 
spent 30 minutes demonstrating 
different instruments, introduc-
ing music programs available in 
middle schools, and contributing 
mini performances. It started with 
a string trio played by Laura Schil-
dbach (violin), Tori Lamb (viola), 
and Bronwyn Hagerty (cello), 
following was a clarinet duet by 
Robert Shi and Clifford Tam, then 
a saxophone solo by Stefanie Mo-
lina. The audience members asked 
many questions about the middle 
school music programs and the 
instruments. 

Similar outreaching activities 
have been planned in the coming 
weeks.

Bronwyn Hagerty is a high 
school senior. She is the first chair 
cellist in the school orchestra and a 
member of the San Francisco Sym-
phony Youth Orchestra. Bronwyn 
has been the first chair cellist in 
the Livermore-Amador Symphony 
Summer Youth Orchestra for the 
past two years, and recently has 
played in the pit orchestras for the 
Star-Struck Theater in Fremont 
and the Tri-Valley Repertory The-
ater. Bronwyn also participated in 
multiple solo-ensemble command 
performance festivals in Liver-

more in the past.
Tori Lamb is a high school 

senior. She is the first chair Violist 
in the school orchestra. Every year 
Tori volunteers to play Christmas 
carols for the Rotary Club’s senior 
lights tour. Last year she played in 
TVRT’s production of Cinderella. 
This year she played in the Valley 
Dance Theatre’s production of The 
Nutcracker. She has been an active 
member of the Livermore High 
School Tri-M club for the past 
three years and the club publicist 
for the past two.

Stefanie Molina is a high school 
junior. She plays in the school 
symphonic band and marching 
band, and is part of the saxophone 
ensemble at school. Stefanie is the 
first chair Saxophone in the school 
band, and has played in the pit for 
the school musical for the last two 

years. She also enjoys piano.
Laura Schildbach is a high 

school senior. She has been the 
first chair violinist in the school 
orchestra and Livermore Amador 
Summer Youth Orchestra for the 
past three years. Laura has par-
ticipated in multiple California 
Orchestra Directors Associations 
sponsored concerts and solo-en-
semble command performances 
festivals in Livermore. She is a 
regular member of the Livermore-
Amador Symphonic Orchestra 
and also a pit musician for Tri-
Valley Repertory Theatre. Laura, 
together with Bronwyn, and Tori, 
has played several charity events. 
She is currently the president of the 
Tri-M outreach club in Livermore 
High school.

Robert Shi is a high school 
freshman. He plays in the school’s 
symphonic and marching band. 
He has been selected for Alameda 

County Honor Band, California 
All Northern Honor Band, and 
California All State Honor Band 
in 2010 and 2011. He founded, 
together With Mr. John Ingram, 
the Livermore–Pleasanton Youth 
Outreach Symphony last year to 
produce concerts for veterans and 
the underserved citizens in the bay 
area. Working closely with Mr. In-
gram and his board members, Jun 
Hong, Gabby Widjaja, and Tristen 
Thalhuber, Robert is the president 
of this non-profit organization. 

Clifford Tam is a high school 
Junior. He is the first chair clari-
net in the school’s symphonic 
band and marching band. He was 
the first chair clarinetist for the 
Alameda county honor bands in 
the years 2008 through 2010. He 
also played in the California All 
Northern Honor Bands in the years 
2010 and 2011, being the first chair 
clarinet this year. Clifford has been 
selected two years in a row for the 
California All State Honor Bands 
for the years 2010 and 2011. 

String Trio featured Laura Schildbach, Tori Lamb and Bronwyn 
Hagerty

Psychic Irma Slage will discuss 
her books “Phases of Life After 
Death” and “Psychic Encounters, 
A Guide to Having Your Own 
Spirit Contact.”

Her program will be at 2 p.m. 
on Sat., March 6 at the Livermore 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave., 
There is no admission charge.

Slage has been an author and 
lecturer for over thirty years. She 
has been featured on NBC televi-
sion and led viewers on a psychic 

tour of the Winchester Mystery 
House in San Jose. 

She will speak about how she 
knew she was psychic, how every-
one is psychic, and how to know 
when you have had a psychic 
experience.

Slage will answer a free psychic 
question asked by those attend-
ing.

For ore information, go to 
www.irmaslage.com.

Livermore High School Students Serve the Community 
Using Their Musical Backgrounds

Psychic Presents Program at 
Livermore Library
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The Museum on Main, in conjunction with its newest exhibit featur-
ing Favorite Things, has posted five photos on its Facebook website for 
the public to select as its favorite Museum item. 

Among those depicted are Ormond Eckley’s “General Pleasanton” 
hat, a framed sepia photograph of Mary Pickford holding puppies, a 
brass-and-marble cash register from the turn of the 20th century, a 1940s 
mangle iron, and a wreath of human hair mounted on an embroidered 
remembrance to “Allie.” To vote, log in to Facebook, type Museum on 
Main in the Search field, scroll down to find the Our Favorite Things 
exhibition, click on that to see the five photos. Choose the item you 
want to vote for and then click on it; a bigger picture will come up and 
underneath is a place to “like” the object and/or make a comment.

Lifelike items are also on display at the Museum, selected by mem-
bers of the Museum Board of Directors as their favorites. These items 
include photographs, a phonograph, clothing and even an old-fashioned 
hair dryer that graced a Pleasanton beauty shop.

The exhibit is on view until mid-March. 
The Museum on Main is located at 603 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 

94566. Telephone: 925.462.2766. Fax: 925.462.2779. www.museumon-
main.org Regular hours of operation are Wednesday through Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Sunday, 1-4 p.m.

On Saturday February 12, 2011, seven of Granada’s Cheer Team 
participated in welcoming home Lt. John Benjamin Fields from his seventh 
deployment to Afghanistan and Iraq. There were over 200+ people who 
showed up including the Vice Mayor of Livermore, a representative from 
Assemblywoman Joan Buchanan’s office, Livermore Fire Department and 
Police, Blue Star Moms, Local VFW’s, American Legion and a host of others. 
This is not the first time the Granada Cheer Program has participated in 
community service. Over the Christmas Holidays they spent their time up 
at the VA Hospital putting up decorations and singing Christmas Carols 
to the residents of the Skilled Nursing Home. They donated items to send 
care packages to military members serving in Afghanistan and adopted 
families in need during the holidays. During the fall they collected new 
toothbrushes for mission trips to Africa to be distributed to the young 
children there. Many of the girls volunteer on their own at the ASPCA, 
Open Heart Kitchen, and Missions through their local churches and a host 
of other volunteer work. 

The Livermore Divas from Livermore Youth Football and Cheer (LYFC) are to compete at Disneyland in Anaheim 
on March 5. The girls qualified at regionals held in Stockton where they finished second qualifying them to 
compete at USA Jr. Nationals. The LYFC Divas have been practicing 6 to 8 hours a weekend since December 
after their regular football season ended. The squad will complete in the Large Midget Open Show Cheer category 
consisting of 28 girls ranging in age from 7 to 14. Team members include Alyssa King, Amber Enos, Angel Valdez, 
Ariana James, Avanti Hammond, Bailey Smith, Chandani Hammond, Emily Johnson, Erynn Pascual, Farrah 
Lester, Grace Hall, Hannah Cude-Rodriguez, Isley Lopez, Jasmine Currie, Jessica Pestana, Kaitlyn McDonald, 
Kaitlyn Shoptaw, Katelyn Orlando, Kennedi Self, Kiana Crutcher, Lauren Palma, Molly Kopps, Reagan James, 
Sara Claypool, Sierra Hippel, Sydney Olsen, Tori McKenzie and Trinity Nuddleman.

California Symphony unveils 
a World Premiere by internation-
ally-recognized composer Cindy 
Cox in its upcoming concert, to be 
helmed by guest conductor George 
Cleve. The new work by Cox is 
an orchestral piece for the entire 
symphony with extra timpani, 

“Brothels, Bandits and Bars” is the theme of a history presentation 
planned at the Pleasanton Library from 2 to 3 p.m. on Sun., March 6. 

Pleasanton in the 1850s was called “The Most Desperate Town in the 
West.” Main Street was home to brothels, gambling halls and bandits. 
Join long-time locals Gene Pons and Phil Henry for a review of the rip-
roaring history of Pleasanton.

In this entertaining presentation Pons and Henry will cover the his-
tory of our changing community including the time of wild saloons, 
prohibition and bootlegging.

All library programs are free and open to the public. No registration 
is required.

For more information, please call Penny Johnson, 931-3405.
The library is located at 400 Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.
 

Pleasanton Resident Dave Es-
helman headlines CSUEB music 
fund-raiser at Yoshi’s

Trombonist, composer and 
arranger Dave Eshelman will 
headline Cal State East Bay’s 12th 
Annual “Night of Jazz” scholar-
ship fund-raiser March 14 at 
Yoshi’s Jazz Club in Jack London 
Square, Oakland.

The concert will include mu-
sic by all of the CSUEB jazz 
ensembles, under the direction 
of Assistant Professor Johannes 
Wallmann. Net profits from the 
two shows, at 8 and 10 p.m., will 
go to the CSUEB Music Scholar-
ship and Special Events Funds.

A professor emeritus of music 
at Cal State East Bay and Pleas-
anton resident with more than 
40 years of performance work, 
Eshelman has just been voted into 

the California Alliance for Jazz 
Hall of Fame for 2011.

“Eshelman is a wonderful 
trombonist, an innovative and 
sophisticated arranger/composer, 
and a giant in California’s jazz 
education scene. I’m thrilled that 
a new generation of CSU East Bay 
students will get a chance to work 
and play with him at this concert,” 
said Wallmann, who took over as 
University director of jazz studies 
when Eshelman retired in 2007.

Eshelman’s music has been 
performed by the bands of Joe 
Henderson, Don Ellis, Bill Wa-
trous, and Stan Kenton, the Swed-
ish Radio Orchestra, the Airmen of 
Note and hundreds of school bands 
around the world.

Eshelman has performed as 
featured soloist with Joe Hender-
son, Tito Puente, Gerald Wilson, 

Ray Brown, and the Full Faith and 
Credit Big Band. He continues to 
record, compose, and perform with 
his quintet and quartet at venues 
throughout the Bay Area.

Dave Nathan at allmusic.com 
said of Eshelman, “(he) is one of 
the foremost champions of creative 
and modern big band music in the 
United States.” 

Tickets to the benefit concert 
are $25 in advance and $30 at the 
door for the early show, and $15 
in advance, $20 at the door, and 
$10 for students at the door, for 
the later show. Reservations are 
available at www.yoshis.com or at 
(510) 238-9200. For information, 
call (510) 885-3167. Those wish-
ing to provide greater scholarship 
sponsorship are encouraged to go 
to www.csueastbay.edu/jazz 

entitled En espiral. 
The program also includes 

the Flute Concertino, op. 107, D 
major by French composer Cécile 
Chaminade, Concerto for Clarinet 
and Viola, op. 88, E minor by Max 
Bruch, and Antonín Dvorák’s Sym-
phony No. 7, op. 70, D minor. 

This concert will be performed 

4:00 pm, Sunday, March 6, 2011 
at The Lesher Center for the Arts, 
1601 Civic Center Drive, Walnut 
Creek. For tickets and information 
the public can call (925) 943-7469 
or go to the website www.califor-
niasymphony.org.

 

'Brothels, Bandits and Bars' - a 
Look at Pleasanton in the 1850s

Vote for Favorite Museum Item

California Symphony to Premiere New Composition

Pleasanton Resident Headlines Fund-raiser
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Livermore’s Valley Montes-
sori middle-schoolers wrapped up 
their Teens for Jeans collection, 
sponsored by Aeropostale just 
in time for their Valentine’s Day 
dance. Each year, the Aeropostale 
stores launch a Teens for Jeans 
Campaign, which encourages the 
public to donate clean, gently used 
jeans for underprivileged teens..

Valley Montessori’s jean con-
tribution was spearheaded by 8th 
grader Hannah Chew, who read 
about the Teens for Jeans cam-

Pictured is Captain Scott Trudeau. 
The  photo  was  incor rec t l y 
identified in the Feb. 17 edition of 
The Independent. The Livermore 
Police Department has announced 
the retirement of 27 year veteran 
police Captain Scott Trudeau. He 
began his law enforcement career 
in 1982 as a reserve police officer 
for the City of Pleasanton. Hired 
as a full-time police officer by the 
City of Livermore in 1984, Captain 
Trudeau has worked in virtually 
every aspect of the department. 
Starting as a patrol officer, he also 
worked as a detective, SWAT Team 
member, Field Training Officer, 
Crime Prevention Officer, and Crisis 
Negotiator. Captain Trudeau was 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant 
in December 1998, the rank of 
Lieutenant in January 2001, and the 
rank of Captain in February 2008.

     
   

    
    
   

Prim’s debut shop opened on 
Main Street in Pleasanton last 
weekend. 

Shoppers will be able to browse 
the store’s fashion collection at 
affordable prices. Meeting their 
goal to offer women an inex-
pensive boutique option, Prim 
will continually offer the latest 
in clothing, shoes, upcycled and 
reclaimed primitive furniture, and 
accessories.

Hacienda School, a small pri-
vate Montessori a variety of bath-
room and toiletry supplies to the 
women and children in need at 
Shepherd's Gate

The mission of Shepherd's 
Gate is to meet the practical and 
emotional needs of battered and 
homeless woman and their chil-
dren, through love and care.

The donations of shampoo, 
conditioner, soap, female necessi-
ties, diapers, lotion, oral care, and 
much more will help Shepherd's 
Gate families prosper in a critical 
time of healing. If not for Megan 
Woo, a teacher at Hacienda School, 
who presented the Shepherd's Gate 
project, the school would not have 

materials, feminine clothing in a 
comfortable space.”

Prim will also offer compli-
mentary Style Advisor service, 
providing customers with expert 
guidance on dresses, fashion, ac-
cessories, Prim must-haves and 
insider knowledge to suit personal 
styles. legwork.

Prim was established in 2010 
and is the third business venture 
of entrepreneur husband and wife 

team Demetrious and Alicia Shaf-
fer. Having launched successful 
brands such as the Peanut Shell and 
Wink Belly Bands the team is now 
bringing a new boutique concept 
shopping experience to Downtown 
Pleasanton.

Prim is located at 520 Main 
Street between W. Neal and Spring 
Streets in Downtown Pleasanton.

There are plans to open other 
shops in the Bay Area.

known about the organization. "A 
lot of time kids are told that they 
can't make a difference, but what 
we have seen here is little hearts 
coming together to show that one 
person can donate one thing and 
truly make a life change for a fam-
ily," she said. 

The school has pledged to do-
nate at least 14 full containers of 
items and at this point has already 
exceeded their goal. 

Hacienda School presented the 
donations on February 18, 2011, 
hoping that the families from 
Shepherd's Gate will benefit from 
the drive. For ways visit http://
Shepherdsgate.org.

The windows will be designed 
and conceptualized by a celebrated 
window designer, whose work has 
been included in Anthropologie’s 
windows. Inside, all of the found 
displays and primitive fixtures 
offer a creative shopping experi-
ence.

“Prim’s goal is to share our 
handpicked pieces that call atten-
tion to detail and are anything but 
basic; all at an affordable price, 

“ says co-owner and lead buyer, 
Alicia Shaffer. 

Demetrious Shaffer, COO adds, 
“We wanted a conceptual shopping 
experience that offers our clients 
the best clothing while being en-
vironmentally conscious. We used 
recycled and salvaged materials to 
build our displays, window fixtures 
and dressing rooms.” He continues, 
“You’ll see the difference when 
you walk in the door; upcycled 

paign on Aeropostale’s website. 
After rallying together some of 
her middle school classmates and 
getting permission from the school 
administrators, the 6, 7 & 8th grad-
ers —all 61 of them— were able 
to collect 117 pairs of jeans, which 
were dropped off on February 13th 
by Hannah and her classmate, 
Annie, at the Aeropostale store in 
Pleasanton’s Stoneridge Mall.

The school’s donation was 
added to about 2500 pairs of jeans 
that had been collected at the 

Stoneridge store. As an incentive 
as well as a “thank you” for the 
public’s generosity, Aeropostale 

awarded a 25% coupon towards 
a new pair of jeans for every pair 
donated. 

 

Students Help Out Teens for Jeans

Students at Valley Montesorri adds to jeans collected.

Hacienda School students pack up items collected for Shepherd's 
Gate.

Students Lend a Helping Hand

New Pleasanton Store Offers Fashions at Affordable Prices
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society, meets 7:30 p.m. Tues., March 8, 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton. Guest speaker is Patrick Lofft, 
genealogist for over 50 years, Clues Leading to 
Ancestral Villages. Lofft will discuss the variety 
of American records that he researched to learn 
the names of the European and Asian villages 
from which his ancestors migrated across the 
oceans. He will provide hints that may lead oth-
ers to track down similar information archived 
in American records. http://www.L-AGS.
org/maps/Pls-BethEmek.html. For additional 
information contact: Richard Finn, Program 
Chairperson, program@L-AGS.org.

Tri-Valley Republican Women Feder-
ated  6th Annual Membership Luncheon.  
The speaker, Karen England, is well known 
advocate for family values.  Karen is Execu-
tive Director of Capitol Resource Institute, a 
non-profit organization that provides education 
and advocacy for family values.  She has vol-
unteered with Concerned Women for America, 
appeared on television and radio programs, and 
written articals for various large newspapers. 
The public is invited to attend the meeting 
on Saturday, March 12, 2011 at the Farmer 
Restaurant, 855 Main Street, Pleasanton at 
11:00 a.m.  Luncheon is $30 per person.  Phone 
Tawnya 454-2927 to make a reservation and 
select a meal.  

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., general meeting March 9, 1 p.m. Dublin 
Library. Lunch and musical performance in 
Pleasanton, March 13, 11:50 a.m. lunch, 2 p.m. 
performance of Tom Rigny and Flambeau at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, RSVP to Athene 
ASAP, 846-0111. Happy hour in Pleasanton, 5 
p.m. March 17, RSVP by March 15 to Marge, 
828-5124. Friendly bridge in Pleasanton, 1 p.m. 
March 19, RSVP by March 15 to Kay, 606-
1758. Lunch on San Ramon, 11:30 a.m., March 
23, RSVP by March 20 to Marsha, 827-2501. 
Birthday dinner in Pleasanton, 6 p.m. March 
26, RSVP by March 23 to Mary Ann, 294-5708. 
Lunch in Fremont, 1 p.m. March 29, RSVP by 
March 26 to Vickie, 51-656-1166. 

Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR), Jose Maria Amador Chapter, 
Pleasanton, meets first Saturday of the month. 
Members are descendants of patriots of the 
American Revolution. Dedicated to preserving 
American history, promoting patriotism and 
securing America's future through education. 
Please contact Ann at 510-507-5509 or anar-
ciso@comcast.net for time and location.

Pleasanton VIP Travel, Wed., March 16, 
Sacred places of San Francisco. 8:15 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Fee includes guided tour of churches, 
lunch and motorcoach transportation. $72 
members, $73 nonmembers. Visit Safari West, 
Wed., May 25, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $86 members, 
$87 nonmembers. Price includes one hour 
guided tour of Safari West, lunch, Marin cheese 
factory, and motorcoach transportation. Signup 
at travel desk, Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. Information, 931-5370.

Special Fund-raising, Cantabella Chil-
dren’s Chorus will host a gourmet spaghetti 
dinner, an auction of fabulous desserts, plus 
entertainment by talented chorus members. 
Friday, March 25, 6:30-9:00 P.M. at Our Savior 
Lutheran Ministries gymnasium, 1385 South 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore. Proceeds are 
to benefit Cantabella choristers who will attend 
the prestigious Pacific International Children’s 
Choir Festival in June, 2011, at the University 
of Oregon, home of the Ducks! Join us for a 
delightful evening of delicious food, beautiful 
music and lots of fun, and help send members 
of the “Quackabella” chorus to UO! Tickets 
$20. Call (925) 577-3514 or (925) 292-2663. 
Information: Cantabella.org.

Craft Fair and Pancake Breakfast, 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on March 13 at Hart Middle School, 
4433 Willow Rd., Pleasanton. Hosted by Hart 
Middle School Band. Vendors from all over the 
Bay Area selling a wide variety of crafts. The 
pancake breakfast which includes pancakes, 
eggs, sausage, juice or coffee will cost $5.00 
for adults and $3.00 for children 6 and under. 
To add to the fun, the Hart Middle School Band 
will be having a concert at 10:00. Walk-ins are 
welcome. Breakfast will be served from 8:00-
11:00; the craft fair will run from 8:00-1:00. 
Craft vendors interested in renting a 6' table 

should contact us. Tables will rent for $25 each. 
Each vendor will be responsible for setting 
up and managing their table. 925 484 2513 or 
email. pancakeandcraft@gmail.com

Mangini Rach hike, led by David Ogden. 
Closed to the public, Save Mount Diablo's 
208-acre property includes the headwaters of 
Galindo Creek with rolling grasslands, oaks, 
buckeyes, and a rare desert olive grove. Visit 
a secret spring and keep your eyes out for 
bobcats and coyotes looking for breakfast, 
plus burrowing owls, quail, and many other 
feathered friends. This is a two hour, four 
mile hike with one moderately strenuous hill. 
Sunday, March 13th, 10 am - 12 pm. Meet at 
SMD's Mangini Ranch. RSVP: to David Ogden 
at davidogden@sbcglobal.net

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., March 5, 44-64 miles, Cinderella train-
ing ride, meet 9:30 a.m. at Dublin/Pleasanton 
BART, Karin Ball, khball2@yahoo.com. 
Sun., March 6, 50 miles start in Danville for 
3 Bears loop, meet 9 a.m. at Park & Ride, 
Kevin Thieben, 437-5919. Wed., March 9, 38 
miles, meet 10 a.m., Gail Blanco, 872-1001. 
Anyone planning to go on a ride is asked to 
contact the leader for details on where to meet 
and what to bring.

Navy, Marine Corp. & Coast Guard 
veterans, meet with other like minded veterans 
for camaraderie and more. There are no laws 
to protect benefits, so it is time to get involved. 
The local branch of the FRA, a veterans service 
organization, meets the first Friday of each 
month at 1900 at the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing, 511 South L Street, Livermore.  www.fra.
org or contact Roy Warner, 449-6048.

National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees (NARFE) Association, Livermore 
Chapter 397, luncheon Thursday, March 10, 
at Emil Villa’s Restaurant, 3064 Pacific Av-
enue in Livermore Cassandra Frazier of the 
Rosewood Gardens in Livermore will be the 
guest speaker. Potential and active NARFE 
members are invited to attend the monthly 
luncheon and meeting. The topic of Frazier’s 
talk will be “Signs of Dementia.” The no host 
luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. The business 
meeting will commence at 1 p.m. Look for 
chapter signs at the entrance. For additional 
information, directions, or transportation to 
the meeting, please call 925-426-7800 for 
Elaine Sternquist. 

Tri-Valley Fly Fishers, meet 7 p.m. 
March 3. Guest speakers Vaughn Willett and 
Mike Hawley will present a program on How 
to Fly Fish at Lake Del Valle. This has been a 
hot topic of discussion for the many anglers in 
the East Bay and in particular the Tri-Valley. 
Dr. Donald Gardner also will be doing a short 
presentation of his recent trip to Alaska. Tri-
Valley Fly Fishers is a NPO group of men and 
women from the Tri-Valley, East Bay and Tracy 
who enjoy the sport of fly fishing. Meetings are 
on the first Thursday of every month September 
through June at the Livermore-Pleasanton Rod 
and Gun Club. Visitors are welcome. There is 
no charge for guests. Livermore-Pleasanton 
Rod and Gun Club (4000 Dagnino Road, 
Livermore, CA 94551) from at 7PM to 9PM. If 
you wish to join us at this or any meeting or for 
more information please contact Tom Vargas, 
President of Tri-Valley Fly Fishers, (925) 455-
0677 or tomvargas@comcast.net.

Disability Action Network (DAN) meet-
ing, Thursday March 10, at 2:00 pm, in the 
Livermore CRIL office, 3311 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. The Disability Action Network is 
a group of people with all kinds of disabilities 
who are working together to make changes in 
the community. The group works on health 
care, housing, access, attendant programs, 
transportation, and other issues affecting people 
with disabilities. The group works with the local 
governments to obtain the services and materi-
als disabled people need. For more information, 
please call Jessica Lehman at (510) 881-5743 
x5937. All services are free of charge.

Recruitment Grant, a $500 recruitment 
grant is available for a woman student pursu-
ing a career in education. Eligibility includes 
graduate of a high school in Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Dublin, full time student of 
upper division or graduate standing as of fall 
2011, must have a good gpa. The application 
deadline is March 19, 2011. The grant will be 
awarded by the local chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, an international honor society for 
women educators. To receive an application 
form, send a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to: Susan Canfield, 262 Trevarno Rd., Liver-
more, CA 94551.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club 

will meet 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 10 at 
the Alisal Elementary School's multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Jeff 
Rosendale, owner of Sierra Azul Nursery in 
Watsonville, and past president of UC Santa 
Cruz Arboretum Associates, will speak about 
plants for a drought tolerant garden. Visitors 
welcome. For more information visit www.
lavgc.org

A woman's guide to money matters, 
workshop, March 10, 6 to 7 p.m. conference 
room, 2157 First St., Livermore. Hosted by fi-
nancial advisor Linda Kime. Seating is limited. 
Refreshments served. RSVP to 373-0652.

Gasland, an Academy Awards nominee 
this year, will be shown at 7 p.m. on Sat., 
March 5 at the IBEW Hall; 6250 Village Park-
way, Dublin. Meet & greet potluck begins at 
6:30 PM, while a short discussion follows the 
film. This 106 minute documentary acquaints 
the viewer with what is happening all across 
America—rural landowners wake up one day to 
find a lucrative offer from an energy company 
wanting to lease their property. Reason? The 
company hopes to tap into a reservoir dubbed 
the “Saudi Arabia of natural gas." But what 
comes out of the ground with that “natural” 
gas? How does it affect the air and drinking 
water? This event is open to the public & is 
wheelchair accessible. For more information, 
Call 925-462-3459.

Bingo Bash, Italian Catholic Federation, 
Branch #285, fund-raiser Fri., March 4 at St. 
Michael's Parish Hall, 372 Maple St., Liver-
more. Doors open at 7 p.m Tickets $10 per 
person good for ten games of bingo with prizes, 
dancing to the music of DJ Joe Buonsante and 
surprise entertainment. Raffle, beverages, 
cookies and chips available for purchase. 
Proceeds go to the Children' Hospital Oakland 
Cooley's Anemia Research and the group's 
college scholarship fund. Reservations, call 
Elaine M. 846-0897 or Phylis B. 454-9565. 
If unable to attend, a donation would be ap-
preciated. Mail to E. Meier, 6597 Lansing Ct., 
Pleasanton, CA 94566.

E-Cycle event, Sat., March 5, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 East 
Ave., Livermore. Free to recycle TVs, moni-
tors, laptops, flat screens, ink jet cartridges, 
cell phones; $5 each to recycle CPUs, stereos, 
telephones, printers, copiers, DVD players, fax 
machines, hard drives, VCRs, motherboards, 
video games. Funds raised will support the Tri-
Valley Benevolence Ministry which has been 
providing groceries and clothes to Livermore 
residents for over 20 years.

 Pleasantonians 4 Peace, sponsoring a 
candlelight Vigil in front of the Museum on 
Main, 603 Main Street, downtown Pleasanton, 
at 7 p.m. on Wed., March 9. Participants will 
reflect on the human and monetary costs of 
the war, honor veterans who have sacrificed, 
and visualize ways of moving beyond this 
conflict to a more peaceful world. A Peace-
ful War Protest will be held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, March 23, between 
5 - 6 at the corners of First and Neal Streets. 
Please join us if you can. Call Cathe Norman 
at (925) 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@ 
gmail.com; or kdowding@pacbell.net. www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Livermore High Cowboy Boosters 
Round-up, dinner, dance, auction benefiting 
Livermore High School athletics. Sat., March 
12, 6 to 11 p.m. Shrine Event Center, 170 
Lindbergh Ave., Livermore. Tri-tip dinner with 
all the fixings, silent, live, dessert, themed bas-
kets auctions, raffles and drawings. Dancing. 
Tickets $45 per person, $30 for LHS staff and 
coaches; table of 8 $360 with $45 donated to 
sport of choice. Information email coferhome@
aol.com. LHS Cowboy Boosters, 600 Maple 
St., Livermore, CA 94550.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new & long-time residents to its monthly 
luncheon on March 17 at Crow Canyon Country 
Club, 711 Silver Lake Dr., Danville. We meet 
from 11:30 to 2pm & the cost is $21. Speaker 
will be Penny Warner, author & columnist for 
the Contra Costa Times. Call Susan 718-5214, 
information/ reservations.

11th Annual Danville-Alamo-Walnut 
Creek Branch of AAUW Garden Tour will 
be held Fri., May 6 and Sat., May 7. Seven 
gardens in Alamo, Danville and Walnut Creek 
will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets are 
$30 if postmarked by April 30th, $35 thereafter; 
$25 for seniors 65+ by April 30, $30 thereafter. 
No children under 12 please. For tickets with 
garden locations, mail check by April 30 pay-
able to “AAUW Funds” with a business size, 
self-addressed stamped envelope to: AAUW 

Garden Tour 400 Cliffside Dr., Danville, CA 
94526. Further information: gardentour@
aauw.daw.org or Tena: (925) 837-0826. Various 
landscape designers as well as expert gardeners 
will be on hand to share their knowledge. All 
proceeds benefit AAUW’s Funds that support 
aspiring female scholars.

Volunteer Drivers Needed, Senior Sup-
port Program of the Tri-Valley is looking for 
Volunteer Drivers to transport seniors to their 
medical appointments. The Senior Transpor-
tation Program supplements existing public 
and paratransit services by providing rides 
via volunteer drivers. Volunteers must have 
a valid driver’s license, a registered vehicle, 
carry automobile liability insurance, and have 
a clear DMV record. Please contact Jennifer 
Cullen for more information at (925) 931-5387 
or email: ja.cullen@yahoo.com. Funding for 
this program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Commission (Alameda CTC) 
and Measure B Funds.

Volunteer for 20th annual Livermore 
Wine Country Festival will be held April 
30 and May 1, 2011. Volunteers are needed 
to help make the event a success. Festival 
hours are Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
and Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The wine 
pouring shifts are Saturday 10:30 a.m. (½ 
hour to set up) to 2:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. (1/2 hour to clean up). Sunday 10:30 
a.m. (½ hour to set up) to 1:30 p.m. and 1:30 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. (1/2 hour to clean up). All 
volunteers required to attend the Wine Country 
Festival Volunteer Training Meeting which is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 21 at 6:00 p.m. 
Download a volunteer agreement form at 
www.livermoredowntown.com. Forms must 
be returned no later than Monday, April 18th, 
2011. For information, call 373-1795.

Free income tax help, Livermore, AARP 
volunteer preparers. Monday, Feb. 7-April 18, 
noon-4 p.m. Robert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore, by ap-
pointment, 373-5760. Thursday and Friday, 
Feb. 3-April 15, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Civic Center 
Library, 1188 So, Livermore Avenue, first 
come, first served. Bring W2, all 1099 forms, 
copy of previous year's tax return, and other 
important documents.

Le Tableau Magnifique, Livermore 
School of Dance, will be performing “Varia-
tions in Motion” at The Bankhead Theater on 
Saturday, March 5, 2011, with performances 
at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. The performances 
are a benefit for The Diabetic Youth Founda-
tion and a portion of the proceeds will be 
given to the organization. The Company will 
present five different programs starting with 
a full-length production of the story ballet, 
Coppelia. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Tickets or information at 373-6800 
or via their website at www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org. $18, $20, and $24. There will be a 
dessert reception in the lobby following each 
performance.

Find a Treasure, American Cancer Society 
Discovery Shop in Pleasanton is requesting 
the donation of costume or precious jewelry 
for its annual jewelry event, “Find a Treasure: 
on March 11 and 12. Donations are accepted 
at the shop during open hours: Monday to 
Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 12-5. 
The Discovery Shop is located in the Mission 
Plaza Shopping Center at 1987A Santa Rita 
Road, Pleasanton. Contact Monda Wiseman, 
Mgr. at (925) 462-7374 for more information. 
All proceeds benefit the American Cancer 
Society’s programs of research, education, 
service and advocacy.

Retired Educators’ Scholarship: Up to 
six scholarships, each worth $1,500.00, are 
offered by the Tri-Valley Retired Educators 
Scholarship Foundation. The awards are of-
fered to high-school graduating seniors and 

college/university students. All applicants must 
be planning a career in education. Requirements 
are: a) applicants must be residents of the 
Livermore, Pleasanton, Dublin or Sunol area, b) 
high school applicants must be seniors planning 
to attend a four-year college in fall, 2011, c) 
community college applicants must be qualified 
to transfer as juniors to a four-year institution 
in fall, 2011, d) 4-year college applicants must 
be sophomores who will continue as juniors 
in fall, 2011. Questions about the scholarship 
should be sent to greegno@pacbell.net or call 
925-443-6097. Application packets for the 
scholarships can be downloaded at the retired 
educators’ website www.div85.calrta.org/. Ap-
plication deadline is March 7, 2011.

RELIGION
Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 

to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
305-9468. 

Community Bible Study Class, book of 
Luke will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church. CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all women, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30AM beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 

Stepping Stones on Grief Journey, 
Grief Ministry bi-monthly sessions, Catholic 
Community of Pleasanton. Mar. 10, 24, 7:30 
p.m. St. Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., 
Pleasanton. No preregistration required. Open 
to all regardless of religious affiliation. Please 
call Mary Hagerty, 846-5377.

 A Call to Justice: Amos/Micah/Hosea, 
is the theme of the St. Charles/St. Michael's 
Bible Study for January 24-March 7. God 
stood by his people and did the right thing 
for them - the Bible calls this "justice." All 
are invited to join the bible study group on 
Monday evenings from 7:30-9:00 pm at St. 
Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas Ave., in 
Livermore. To reserve materials (cost $10) or 
have questions call Julie at 925-447-4549 ext 
114 or at upcatholic@aol.com.

The deaf community is invited to worship 
at First Presbyterian Church in Livermore, 
where ASL translation will be provided every 
Sunday at 10:30 A.M The church is located on 
the corner of 4th and L streets. 

 Divorce Care, Valley Bible Church, 7106 
Johnson Dr., Pleasanton, 13-week seminar 
and support group for people going through 
divorce or separation. Video shown each night 
featuring experts on various topics such as 
controlling anger, forgiveness, caring for kids, 
and managing finances. The group meets on 
Tuesdays 7 to 9 p.m. starting March 8. There is 
a one-time charge for the workbook and other 
materials of $25. Preregistration is required. 
Contact Mark Porter at 846-9693 or mcporter@
hotmail.com.

Art history seminar, the Second Coming 
of Christ and the Last Judgement in Art: 
slide lecture presented by historian Barbara 
Mitchell will illustrate Christian art depicting 
the end times. Sun., March 13, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
St. Michael Church in the large hall, 458 Maple 
St., Livermore. Free of charge.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

 St. Augustine Catholic Church, 3999 
Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. Palm Sunday, 
March 5 and 6; Ash Wednesday on March 
9. 846-4489.
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