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PET OF THE WEEK
For nine-month-old Diva, the challenge is as black 
and white as her fur: if you don’t fall in love with her 
at first sight, you have no end game. Check whether 
she’d make the perfect mate for you; she enjoys the 
company of both people and other cats. Your move! 
Make it at Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton, Tuesday through Saturday from 10 
am – 4 pm. For more info visit valleyhumane.org or 
call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society/K. Jacoby

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

It's spring. That means it's time for baseball. On Saturday, the Livermore American Little League held its opening 
ceremonies. The teams marched onto the field. Following the playing of the National Anthem, the first pitch was 
thrown, signaling that it was time to play ball. For another photo, go to page 6.

 Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Construction is underway on a new truck climbing lane over the Altamont Pass.  
I-580 is being widened to accommodate the  truck climbing lane eastbound between 
Greenville Road and east of North Flynn Road. The project will repair the slope and 
construct a retaining wall, rehabilitate existing pavement and repair storm damaged 
median slipout. The climbing lane is expected to open for traffic  in the spring of 
2016. When opened, the changes are expected to reduce eastbound congestion and 
delay during peak periods by about half an hour, decreasing commute times and 
enhancing safety.

The Unitarian Univer-
salist Church in Livermore 
will host a forum "Housing 
Options for Low-Income 
People in the Tri-Valley." 
The event will be held on 
Sunday, March 8 from 12-
1:30 p.m. in the sanctuary at 
1983 Vasco Rd., Livermore. 

Panelists from Abode 
Services and the City of 
Livermore will discuss the 
availability, challenges, and 
future plans for affordable 
housing. 

Refreshments will be 
provided. 

Please contact Maureen 
Hamm at 925 961-7239 for 
more information. 

The Pleasanton City 
C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  a 
112,000-square-foot shop-
ping center and office park in 
Staples Ranch with a focus 
on the Asian market.

The vote was unanimous, 
with each of the council-
members praising the proj-
ect.

The Pacific Pearl will 
occupy just over 11 acres on 
the northeast corner of the 
Staples Ranch, just across 
from the San Francisco Pre-
mium Outlets in Livermore.

The new development 
would likely aim at captur-
ing the influx of foreign 
visitors, many from Asia, 
who already shop at the San 
Francisco Premium Outlets.

The center will consist of 
five single story buildings 
anchored by a major grocery 
store. Recycled water pur-
chased from Livermore will 
be used to water the drought 
tolerant landscape.

It is anticipated to the 
center will net after expenses 
$280,000 in taxes for the city 
and provide 300 jobs.

Brad Blake, BHV Center-
street Properties, a Danville 
commercial and retail devel-
opment firm, told the council 
that tenants will include res-

P l e a s a n t o n  U n i f e d 
School District Trustees 
gave their final approval for 
an instructional year calen-
dar for 2015-16.

The unanimous decision 
at the board's meeting Feb. 
24 established Aug. 25 as the 
first day of school and June 
10 as the final day. 

The dates are similar to 
the traditional starting and 
ending times for the dis-
trict. An attempt last year 
to move to a calendar with 
an early start a little before 
mid-August was met with 
opposition by parents, stu-
dents and some teachers. 

District staff conducted 
polling and community 
meetings concerning the 
proposed changes and pro-
vided other outreach and 

Save Mount Diablo has 
announced plans to apply for 
accreditation from the Land 
Trust Accreditation Com-
mission, an independent 
program of the Land trust 
Alliance. 

According to a press re-
lease, "Accreditation from 
this nationally acknowl-
edged program will lend as-
surance to the public, foun-
dations and other supporters 
that the lands you help us to 
protect are protected perma-
nently and will truly be here 
for future generations."

Less than a quarter of 
all land trusts in the nation 
have this accreditation. The 
Tri-Valley Conservancy is 
one of those. 

The Land Trust Accredi-
tation Commission conducts 
an extensive review of each 
applicant's policies and pro-
grams for ethics, transpar-
ency, legal compliance and 
sustainability. The program 
recognizes land conserva-
tion organizations that meet 
national quality standards 
for protecting important 
natural places and working 
lands forever. 

A public comment period 
is now open. The Commis-
sion invites public input 
and accepts signed, written 
comments on pending ap-
plications. Comments must 
relate to how Save Mount 
Diablo complies with na-
tional quality standards. 
These standards address eth-
ical and technical operation 
of a land trust. For the full 
list of standards see http://
www.landtrustaccredita-
tion.org/help-and-resources/
indicator-practices.

To learn more about the 
accreditation program and 
submit a comment, visit 
www.landtrustaccreditation.
org or email your comment 
to info@landtrustaccredita-
tion.org. Comments may 
also be faxed or mailed to 
the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission, Attn: Public 
Comments: (fax) 518-587-
3183; (mail) 35 Phila Street, 
Suite 2, Saratoga Springs, 
NY12866. Comments on 
Save Mount Diablo's ap-
plication will be most useful 
before May 24th. 

The State Department 
of Water Resources (DWR) 
has increased its allotment 
of water to 20 percent, up 
from last month's announced 
15 percent.

Zone 7 General Man-
ager Jill Duerig greeted the 
announcement as "great 
news." Last year's allotment 
was 5 percent, so Zone 7 will 

Livermore residents view 
the community as a great 
place to live, work, and play, 
according to the results of a 
survey conducted last No-
vember by the city.

Nine out of ten residents 
rated their overall quality 
of life as excellent or good. 
Almost all were likely to 
recommend Livermore as a 
place to live. 

In November 2014, the 

City of Livermore conduct-
ed the National Research 
Center’s National Citizen 
Survey to understand resi-
dent perceptions and con-
cerns about the community. 

The comparison informa-
tion for both the nation and 
west coast region indicated 
that Livermore remains a 
highly desirable community. 
More specifically, Liver-
more continues to score 

“above the norm” in the area 
of livability, tourism, shop-
ping, mobility, downtown 
vibrancy, and governance 
when compared to nation-
wide benchmark communi-
ties.

Livermore ranked second 
among seventy-six commu-
nities that asked about the 
quality and vibrancy of their 
downtown.

Ninety-three percent of 

respondents plan to stay in 
the community for the next 
five years. 

Safety was an important 
feature of the community 
for residents. About 9 in 10 
respondents felt safe overall, 
as well as in their neighbor-
hoods and downtown. 

Results show 77 percent 
felt positively about the op-
portunity to attend cultural 
activities; 78 percent where 

happy with the recreational 
opportunities, and 87 per-
cent liked the vibrant down-
town area. 

Residents answered ques-
tions about areas important 
to the overall quality of life 
in Livermore. Water supply, 
recycling and conservation 
topped the list at 92 percent 
followed by open space/
greenbelt areas at 89 percent. 

be getting four times more 
water than last year, said a 
Zone 7 news release. 

Last year, Zone 7 told the 
Valley's four water retailers 
what amount it could deliver 
to them. The retailers, Dub-
lin San Ramon Services Dis-
trict, Pleasanton, Livermore, 
and Cal Water, responded 
with various conservation 

targets, that amounted to an 
average of 25 percent. Most 
of the conservation was 
aimed at landscape irriga-
tion, which is the biggest 
consumer of water among 
homeowners.

It is too soon to know 
what the latest boost will 
mean for Valley residents, 
because the rainy season 

officially lasts through April. 
More storms could put the 
state in an even better posi-
tion.

There won't be any water 
supply flowing from Lake 
Orovlle, because that reser-
voir, the biggest in the State 
Water Project, is being kept 
in reserve for late 2015 and 

discussion for more than a 
year. However, objections 
were brought to the school 
board late in the past school 
year, and again earlier this 
school year. Those opposed 
to the change said discussion 
and outreach were not as 
thorough as they could have 
been. They also said that the 
final statistics from poll-
ing were mischaracterized, 
which led to an incorrect 
conclusion.

A motion earlier in this 
school year to rescind the 
early start calendar failed on 
a 3-2 vote. However, after 
Mark Miller took his seat 
on the board in December, 
he set the repeal process in 
motion for going back to 

Residents View Livermore
As a Great Place to Live

(See POLL, page 4)

Asian 
Center 
Oked

Pleasanton

(See ASIAN, page 4)

Forum Set on 
Options for 
Low Income 
Housing

Save Mount 
Diablo to Seek 
Accreditation

Pleasanton School 
Calendar Repeal 
Becomes Official

State Boosts 2015 Water Allocation  

(See WATER, page 10)

(See SCHOOL, page 10)
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Register online at 
www.ppierun.com

Starts & Finishes at 
the Alameda County 

Fairgrounds

Free parking!

Presented by 
CLubSport to benefit PPIE

Early Bird Pricing and Complimentary Bib  
Personalization When You Register Before March 9th

GREAT EXPO AWAITS YOU
Enjoy the Family Fitness 
Expo at the finish line 
to help you celebrate 
and recover from a 

successful run. We will have 
lots of goodies, giveaways and 
activities to inspire your children 
to engage in a healthy lifestyle. 

NOT A RUNNER OR A 
MORNING PERSON?

That’s ok! You can make 
an online Snooze for 
Schools donation and 
sleep tight knowing 

your contribution will keep 
us on the right course. Every 
dollar is greatly appreciated!               
Visit www.ppierun.com to               
provide support. 

Sunday, April 12, 2015

27 Years in Real Estate

Find me on Facebook at www.facebook.com/seniorsrealestatespecialist

Lic. #00979099

The City of Pleasanton will host the 10th Annual Transit 
Fair in the main lobby of the Pleasanton Senior Center on 
Tuesday, March 17 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

This free event is open to the public and will feature rep-
resentatives from local transit agencies such as Pleasanton 
Paratransit Service, the Alameda County Transportation 
Commission, AARP Driver Safety Program, the California 
Highway Patrol, and the ACE train, to share information 
on transportation options. A BART representative will also 
be on hand to issue Clipper cards. Proof of age is required 
to obtain a Senior Clipper Card.

Annual Transit Fair to Be Held in Pleasanton

The Alameda County Board of Supervisors recognized two county-wide programs at 
the Tuesday meeting with proclamations declaring March as Art is Education Month and 
American Red Cross Month.

Art is Education Month, first observed in 2000, represents a collaboration of Alameda 
County’s Arts Commission and Library. “I am deeply pleased to recognize this program 
that highlights the many aspects of art and its benefits to students and families during the 
month of March,” said Board President Scott Haggerty. 

“This year’s theme, 'Inspiring Creative Communities,' encourages youth to envision 
positive changes for themselves, their community and our planet through the arts,” Hag-
gerty added.

The presentation was followed by a performance of a flute quartet playing “Dance of 
the Reed Pipes” from the Nutcracker Suite by Raquel Espinosa, Annabel Gomez, Brianna 
Knapp and Hallie Neff, 8th grade students from Wells Middle School Music Program in 
Dublin. Amy Miller, president of the Dublin Unified School District and Erik Bertleson, 
director of the Wells Middle School Music Program also attended and expressed support 
and involvement in arts education throughout the school district.

The Alameda County Library will present more than 250 free Art Is Education event 
for youth and families at all 12 County library locations. For more information www.
aclibrary.org .

Scott Haggerty represents the First District communities of Dublin, Fremont, Livermore 
and unincorporated eastern Alameda County.

 

The City of Pleasanton 
concluded phase I of Proj-
ect Paint Box, a new public 
art beautification program 
that invites Bay Area art-
ists to share their creativity 
throughout Pleasanton. 

Phase I of the program 
launched last fall when 
three traffic utility boxes in 
Pleasanton’s historic down-
town district were selected 
for the project. To date, one 
box has been completed 
by artist Irma Grant, en-
titled “Children at Play.” 
It is located at the corner 
of First and Neal Streets, 
near Lions Wayside Park. 
Another, entitled “I Love 
Pleasanton," is currently in 
progress by artist Tatiana 
Salvator at First and Ray 
Streets. A third is scheduled 
for an artistic makeover at 
Main and St. John Streets 
in the coming months.

Phase II of the program 
will also include three (3) 
traffic utility boxes located 
in and around the down-
town area. Artists from 
the following Bay Area 
Counties are encouraged 
to apply: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara and 
Solano. 

Design themes that em-
brace Pleasanton’s culture, 
history, flora and fauna or 
have a strong Pleasanton 
connection are preferred. 
Selected artists will receive 

Pictured (from left) are Anita B. Carr, Alameda County Arts Commissioner 
Representing Supervisorial District One; Erik Bertelson, Director of the Wells Middle 
School Music Program; Student Performers: Brianna Knapp, Hallie Neff, Raquel 
Espinosa, and Annabel Gomez; Supervisor Scott Haggerty, President of the Board; 
Amy Miller, President, Dublin Unified School District Board of Trustees; and Rachel 
Osajima, Director of the Alameda County Arts Commission.

a $750 stipend, per design. 
The deadline for artists to 
submit their design is Friday, 
April 3 by 5:00 p.m. In May, 
the Civic Arts Commission 
will review submitted work 
and recommend final de-
signs to the City Council for 
review in June. Work could 
begin as early as July.

Interested individuals 
may donate to Project Paint 
Box to underwrite the cost 
of transforming a utility box. 
In return, they may select a 

particular artwork from the 
portfolio of accepted work 
and have their name added to 
the bottom corner of the box.

For more information 
about the program, donor 
opportunities or to obtain 
an application packet, please 
visit http://www.cityofpleas-
antonca.gov/gov/depts/cs/
arts/default.asp or contact 
Michele Crose, Commu-
nity Services Manager at 
(925) 931-5347 or mcrose@
cityofpleasantonca.gov .

The Pleasanton Senior Center also sells a variety of local 
transportation tickets on-site including Wheels-Dial-a-Ride 
tickets, monthly WHEELS passes, Pleasanton Paratransit 
tickets, and WHEELS Fairbuster tickets.

The Pleasanton Senior Center’s ‘Sage Cafe’ will offer 
a St. Patrick’s Day meal of corned beef and cabbage at 
the low price of $3. Reservations are required, as space 
is limited. For more information or to make a luncheon 
reservation, please contact the Pleasanton Senior Center at 
(925) 931-5365.

Art Education, Red Cross Recognized

Pleasanton Taking Applications for 
Project Paint Box Second Phase

Children at Play
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6001 Norris Canyon Road, San Ramon

OurSanRamonHospital.com • (925) 275-9200

for the 
Tri-Valley Community

Years of Caring

We accept Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, United Healthcare and other health plans. See center for details.

Book a FREE hearing evaluation today  
and receive these exclusive benefits: 

  •  Connect Hearing Price Match Guarantee‡

 •  0% Financing†

 •  3 Year Warranty and 3 Year Loss & Damage**

 •  3 years of free batteries ††

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!  

1.888.4CONNECT • connecthearing.com
(1.888.426.6632)

*Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Three Week Free Trial. See center for details. Lyric excluded. ‡ As a member of the Connect Hearing network, if we don’t already have the lowest price, we will match any valid competitor quote or advertised price on hearing aids within 60 days of 
purchase. † 0% financing offer is subject to credit approval. If at the time of your application you do not meet the credit criteria previously established for this offer, or the income you report is insufficient based on your obligations, we may not be able to offer this financing. Complimentary hearing screening and consultation required. Some 
restrictions apply. **The 3 year warranty is valid starting from the date of invoice. This limited warranty covers manufacturing and material defects in the hearing aid itself, but not accessories such as batteries, tubes, ear modules, external receivers. The warranty includes 3 year loss and damage coverage that can be redeemed ONE TIME and requires a 
deductible of $450. ††3 years FREE batteries with hearing aid purchase. Must be a current patient of Connect Hearing to continue to receive benefits under Connect Advantage Call for details.  Offer expires 3/31/15.

GET A 3-WEEK  
HEARING AID  

TRIAL*

It’s absolutely FREE!

1-888-402-3807

Pleasanton  –  4460 Black Avenue F
Livermore  –  1613 Second Street

CONNECT HEARING
PROVIDER OF LYRIC, THE WORLD’S FIRST  

& ONLY 100% INVISIBLE, 24/7 WEARABLE, HEARING AID

Arrest in Double Homicide
According to police reports, the shoot-

ing deaths of two men Sunday in Spring-
town in Livermore was related to a deal 
involving illegal contraband.

The victims and the man arrested in 
connection with the shooting knew each 
other.

A gun believed to have been used in 
the shooting was recovered on a church 
lot on Herman Avenue.

James Wears, 28, of Livermore, was 
arrested about 9 p.m. Sunday after police 
pulled over his car near Springtown Bou-
levard and Bluebell Drive. Police say he 
is a convicted felon.

The victims have tentatively been iden-
tified as Ryan Rossknecht, 22 years old of 
Livermore Resident; and Brandon Lowell, 
29 years old, a former Livermore resident 
who now lives in Manteca. 

Police did not identify the contraband.
Police said that Wears resisted arrested 

and was bitten by a police dog. He was 
taken to Santa Rita Jail.

On March 1, Livermore Police De-
partment (LPD) Dispatch Center began 
receiving phone calls at about 4:30 p.m. 
of a verbal confrontation between males 
on Altamont Creek Drive near Winding 
Stream Drive in Springtown. 

Officers arrived on the scene to find two 
males on the ground suffering from appar-
ent gunshot wounds. One was pronounced 
dead at the scene; another died after he was 
taken to a hospital.

The deaths marked the first two homi-
cides in Livermore in three years.

The police are seeking any information 
that the community may have. Anyone 
who has information regarding this inci-
dent is asked to call 925-371-4987.

Glazer Endorsed
Candidate for State Senate Steve 

Glazer has been endorsed by four out of 
the five members of the Pleasanton City 
Council. Mayor Jerry Thorne and Coun-
cilmembers Kathy Narum, Arne Olson and 
Jerry Pentin have all endorsed Glazer in 
his bid for State Senate District 7.

"Steve Glazer believes there should 
be local control on local issues. He and 
I share the creed that government closer 
to the people is most responsible and ac-
countable. He would make an outstanding 
state Senator,” said Pleasanton Mayor 
Jerry Thorne.

Recently, Glazer called on his op-
ponents to provide full transparency of 
their campaign promises by releasing their 
answers to special interest questionnaires 
on their websites. So far, none of his 
opponents have made the questionnaire 
answers public.

Railway Depot
An informational meeting on plans 

for the Southern Pacific Railway Depot 
in Livermore will be held at 7 p.m. on 
March 5.

The session will provide an update on 
the progress in the relocation and rehabili-
tation of the depot to both the public and 
the Historic Preservation Commission. 

A complete project proposal will be 
presented at a later date. The meeting will 
be held at the city council chambers, 3575 
Pacific Ave., Livermore. For additional 
information, call 960-4500.

Garage Fire
The Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Depart-

ment, with assistance from the Alameda 
County Fire Department, responded to 
a report called in just before 2 a.m.  of a 
structure fire in the 5600 block of Oakmont 
Circle in the City of Livermore on Feb. 27.

On arrival they found a single family 
detached home with the garage on fire. 
The bulk of the fire was extinguished in 
the first 10 minutes and completely put 
out by 2:30 a.m.

When the fire began, the sole occupant 
was asleep and woke up to the sound of 
the smoke detector. When he opened his 
bedroom door, he found the house filled 
with smoke and saw a glow from the fire. 
He escaped through his bedroom window 
and called 911. 

First arriving companies attacked the 
fire, containing the fire to the garage. Other 
companies were assigned to salvage opera-
tions in order to protect the belongings and 
furnishings from smoke, water, and dam-
age related to opening up the ceiling to 
contain the fire. Firefighters rescued a pet 
inside the home, a chinchilla. The home 
was uninhabitable after the fire.

A total of 22 firefighters from the LPFD 
and Alameda County Fire Departments 
worked at the scene. The cause of the fire 
is under investigation. Total damage is 
estimated at $130,000.

Vote by Mail Ballots
The period for requesting Vote by Mail 

ballots for the March 17, 2015, 7th State 
Senate District Special Primary Election, 
ends on Tuesday, March 10, 2015. Appli-
cations for Vote by Mail Ballots must be 
received in the office of the Registrar of 
Voters no later than 5:00 P.M.

Voters who are ill or will be away on 
Election Day may also designate, in writ-
ing, another person to pick up their ballots 
before the election. Voters with questions 
concerning Vote by Mail options should 
call the Registrar of Voters, Vote by Mail 
Section at (510) 272-6973.

Voters may vote early at the Registrar 
of Voters’ office, 1225 Fallon Street, Room 
G-1, in Oakland, CA, Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 A.M. until 5:00 P.M. or 
on Election Day, March 17, 2015, from 
7:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.

Pleasanton Partnerships 
in Education (PPIE) Founda-
tion has announced its Inno-
vative Student Grant awards 
for 2014- 2015. Fourteen 
(14) Pleasanton Unified 
School District students 
from the elementary, middle 
and high school levels were 
awarded a total of $5,002.00 
in funding for a variety of 
student-initiated projects. 

The next PPIE grant cycle 
is for the PPIE Innovative 
Education Grant Program 
for Pleasanton Unified 
School District employees. 
The deadline for applying is 
March 5, 2015 and applica-
tions can be downloaded 
from the website at www.
ppie.org. 

Innovative Education 
Grants fund projects and 
needs that are student-fo-
cused, promote creativity 
and innovative thinking, and 
offer expanded learning 
opportunities to students. 
Last year, PPIE awarded 
over $45,000 in Innovative 
Education Grants, the larg-
est single cycle award in the 
grant program’s history. 

“The high level of inter-
est last year was driven in 
part by increased need for 
technology in the classroom 
due to the transition to com-
mon core curriculum,” said 
Susan Hayes, PPIE Execu-
tive Director. “As students 
and teachers integrate tech-
nology into their school 
experience, the more curious 
and interested they become 
in testing the limits of their 
imagination.” 

The Innovative Grant 
Program is made possible 
in great part by a generous 
grant of $30,000 from the 
Oracle Giving Foundation 
to fund projects within the 
Science, Math, Engineering 
and Technology categories. 

PPIE Foundation Innova-
tive Student Grant Awards 
2014-2015 include the fol-
lowing:

Donlon Elementary School 
“Bringing Science to Life with 
a 3D Printer” for 4th and 5th 

graders, $500.00- Jake Mor-
gan, Student; Amy Theberge, 
Teacher 

Mohr Elementary School 
“Soccer Club” for 4th and 
5th graders, $350.00- Senyi 
Yang, Student; Susan Huggins, 
Teacher

Valley View Elementary 
School “After School Science 
Club” for 3rd graders, $400.00 
– Tanner Croddy, Student; Mae-
stra Dawes, Teacher 

Hart Middle School Math-
counts Student Handbooks & 
Workbooks, $100.00- Asim 
Biswal, Student; Caryl Daly, 
Teacher

Hart Middle School “Christ-
mas for Seniors." $400.00- 
Robert Gann, Student; Nicole 
Langer, Teacher

Amador Valley High School 
“Every Fifteen Minutes," 
$500.00 – Katelyn Kramer, 
Student; Sarah Finn, Teacher

Amador Valley High School 
“Green Screen Room," $202.00 
– Harrison Misfeldt, Student; 
Eric Scherer, Teacher

Amador Valley High School 
“Math Team Operations Fund," 

$250.00 – Christina Ji, Student; 
Cy Ogle, Teacher

Amador Valley High School 
“AVHS Healthy Eating Initia-
tive," $500.00 – Jamila Camp-
wala, Student; Sebastian Bull, 
Teacher

Foothill High School “Mod-
el United Nations Mock Confer-
ence," $500.00 – Abigail Kirk, 
Student; Michael Leitz, Teacher

Foothill High School “FHS 
Latin Club," $350.00 – Edith 
Lee, Student; Eric Heinitz, 
Teacher

Foothil l  High School 
“American Mathematics Com-
petitions," $250.00 – Suhansiny 
Naik, Student; Scott Gorsuch, 
Teacher

Foothill High School “Foot-
hill Science Olympiad," $400 
– Suhansiny Naik, Student; 
Rochelle Morris, Teacher

Foothill High School “Back-
yard Harvest," $300.00- Justin 
Silliman, Student; Jim Clark, 
Teacher

To find out more about PPIE-
sponsored Grant Programs and 
other foundation activities, log 
onto www.ppie.org.

PPIE Announces Students 
Grants Totaling over $5000
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Open Space, 
Housing and Traffic

The latest survey conducted by the City of 
Livermore found that 89 percent of respon-
dents believe that open space/greenbelt areas 
are important to the overall quality of life in 
Livermore.

Comments at a recent meeting echoed that 
view. It was pointed out that employees are 
attracted to the area for its amenities, including 
preserved open space that provides accessibil-
ity to the outdoors.

At the same time, it was noted that while 
they aren't fond of housing prices, they come 
knowing they will live in smaller homes on 
smaller lots in order to benefit from the other 
amenities the city offers.

Open space areas, particularly North Liver-
more, are now being eyed by developers in 
their quest to fill the area with housing. It has 
been suggested that it is time to overturn Mea-
sure D, the voter approved initiative that estab-
lished an urban growth boundary in the county 
and the Livermore Urban Growth Boundary 
Initiative that creates the same boundary for 
the city. They noted that the  boundary blocks 
needed housing.

More local housing, they said, would reduce 
the increasing traffic faced by commuters 
traveling to jobs in the Bay Area. It was stated 
that building in North Livermore, in particular, 
would slow the growth in traffic coming from 
the Central Valley.  

However, that would be a stopgap effort. 
Once the Tri-Valley is filled with sprawl 
development, and its treasured open space 
eliminated, developers would simply move 
eastward to the Central Valley. 

Solutions presented to help alleviate traf-
fic involve extending BART further east than 
Isabel Avenue. Providing opportunities for 
people to work from home was also mentioned. 
Working together, residents should pursue 
these options with a strong voice.

Eliminating the urban growth boundary to 
allow more houses to be built in North Liver-
more wouldn't solve the traffic problem. It 
would create more local traffic, impact schools, 
and draw attention away from the revitalization 
of the downtown.

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox 
are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will 
it publish letters without 
names. Abusive letters may 
be rejected or edited. Fre-
quent letter writers may 
have publication of their let-
ters delayed. Letters should 
be submitted by e-mail to 
editmail@compuserve.
com.)

Buchanan Endorsed
7th Senate District
Club Presidents

Four Democratic clubs 
endorsed Joan Buchanan 
and are actively working on 
her campaign. Club  presi-
dents are telling voters the 
following:

Brodie Hilp, San Ramon 
Valley Democratic Club, 
wrote, Joan has spoken at 
our club many times and 
each time we are amazed 
at her expertise on a wide 
range of issues such as Cali-
fornia water issues and the 
California budget. If you 
attended the candidate de-
bates, you heard the other 
candidates speak in plati-
tudes and generalities. In 
contrast, Joan’s answers 
were thorough and at a 
much higher level than the 
other candidates. Another 
example of her intellect and 
commitment to high stan-
dards is when she rescued 
several legislative bills from 
erroneous wording which 
would have left loopholes 
and cost taxpayers money. 
Besides her intellect, equal-
ly undeniable is her passion 
for public education and 
compassion for the children 

in California. In summary, 
we at the grassroots level 
support Joan for State Sen-
ate. She may not be good at 
wooing big organizations 
with big money for cam-
paigns, but she is has a big 
heart and the intellect to get 
the job done right.

Ellis Goldberg,  Tri-Val-
ley Democratic Club, said 
Joan Buchanan does her 
homework. State legislators 
consider 1700 bills in each 
two year session, they can't 
have a good grasp of all of 
them. When state legislators 
need an analysis of the ef-
fects, costs and unintended 
consequences of a particular 
bill under consideration, 
they go to Joan. She is a 
highly respected, influential 
“GO TO” legislator known 
for insightful thought out 
analysis. When other leg-
islators can’t get their head 
around an issue they come to 
Joan. That’s how she leads. 
It is not enough to vote on 
the issues, championing 
issues is required. Joan Bu-
chanan is a champion.”

Karen Cohen, Diablo 
Valley Democratic Club, 
declared, Our club unani-
mously endorsed Joan be-
cause of her integrity and her 
grasp of complicated issues 
that is the result of diligent 
study combined with un-
usual intelligence. We know 
we can count on her to make 
decisions for the good of all 
citizens.

Joan is committed to se-
curing a positive economic 
future by passing respon-
sible, performance-based, 
balanced budgets; support-
ing small businesses and 
innovative technologies; 
and prioritizing education in 
order to ensure a competent 
workforce.

Jane Walter, Democrats 
of Rossmoor, noted, Our 
club has voted to endorse 
Joan Buchanan’s candi-
dacy for the State Senate 
for many reasons. Joan has 
a special relationship to 
Rossmoor. She is a dues 
paying member of our club 
and a popular speaker at our 
meetings which she attends 
on occasion. Joan has held 
constituent meetings on our 
campus and understands 
the needs and interests of 
the Rossmoor community. 
As our representative in the 
State Assembly, Joan was 
especially effective in the 
areas of technology, fiscal 
planning, and education. 
She is a passionate advo-
cate for our public schools. 
Joan always does her home-
work and has never failed 
to impress us with her deep 
understanding of the issues 
facing our state and region. 
We know that she deeply 
cares about the causes she 
supports and never acts or 
speaks out of political calcu-
lation. As our State Senator, 
Joan would continue to work 
for the causes which we as 
Democrats would like to 
see supported in the State 
Legislature.

Oil Trains
Paul Anderson
Pleasanton

I read with particular 
interest a front page article 
in the Tri-Valley Times on 
the hazards of oil trains. It 
is inconceivable and unac-
ceptable that we can simply 
expect oil train derailments 
and subsequent disasters in 
this country at a rate of about 
one a month. Derailments 
don't just happen, they are 
caused and can largely be 
prevented.

Railroad managements 
don't want to bear the cost 
of sufficient inspection and 
maintenance on a daily ba-
sis, because that reflects on 
the quarterly bottom line. 
It seems that each man-
agement would rather roll 
the dice and gamble that it 
won't happen to him, here 
and now.

Rigorous inspection of 
both the cars and right of 
way, and their prompt main-
tenance, would avoid most 
derailments in general as 
well as those of the ter-
ribly dangerous oil trains. 
Reducing derailments to a 
minimum would still leave 
an occasional wreck due to 
a mechanical or operational 
fault and so measures should 
be taken to minimize their 
damage, particularly to the 
public.

Of course, the trains go 
through towns and cities; 
they grew up together and 
they necessarily share real 
estate. But measures can be 
taken so that populated areas 
are less vulnerable. I propose 
two particular measures 
that would help. They are 
aimed at oil trains, because 
they are the biggest threat. 
First, the speed of oil trains 
in unpopulated areas should 
be greatly reduced to, say on 
the order of 15 to 20 MPH. 
Second, oil trains should 
be required to be made up 
with a non-tank car (box, 
gondola, flat) between any 
two loaded tank cars.

I am sure that railroad 
management will howl in 
protest and say that I just 
don't understand. Doing 
these things cost money. 
Yes, but I remind them that 
the financial cost of these 
safety measures are prob-

By Ron McNicoll
In a demonstration of 

caring about the inclusion of 
everyone in its educational 
mission, 48 people who are 
connected to the Pleasanton 
Unified School District vis-
ited the Museum of Toler-
ance for a special two-day 
workshop.

The district learned of the 
program from its Assistant 
Superintendent of Instruc-
tional Services, Odie Doug-
las, who had participated in 
an earlier program at the 
museum while working at 
another district.

The museum, located in 
Los Angeles, was created 
as a place to show the his-
tory of the Holocaust. It has 
expanded to include semi-
nars where people can have 
frank discussions concern-
ing biases. There are special 
programs for schools. Law 
enforcement represents an 
even larger contingent using 
the museum's programs.

Pleasanton Superinten-
dent Parvin Ahmadi, other 
administrators, aides, teach-
ers, and 14 students were in 
the delegation on Feb. 8 and 
9 traveling to the museum. 
Cost was underwritten by 
a state grant, which paid 
the group's air fare, food, 
hotel, and for the museum 
program. 

Ahmadi said of discus-

sion groups throughout the 
day, "It was the first time 
that many of us had spent so 
much time together in one 
room. We were all equal. 
I wasn't participating as a 
superintendent, or students 
as students." 

The experience showed 
participants that they all 
have their own biases, said 
Ahmadi. "I don't know 
anyone who does not have 
unconscious or conscious 
biases. We became aware of 
our explicit and implicit bi-
ases. The goal of this work is 
not to sit and blame people, 
but to examine our belief 
systems, our actions, our 
world," explained Ahmadi.

The seminar was led by 
an educator, Terence Rob-
erts, one of the Little Rock 
9, the African American 
students who integrated 
Little Rock Central High 
School in 1957. They were 
escorted into the school 
through angry, violent mobs 
by U.S. troops. 

Heather Pereira, a chem-
istry teacher at Amador Val-
ley High School, said that 
the experience was not so 
much about merely tolerat-
ing, but more about being 
actively creating an inclu-
sionary atmosphere. 

Some Amador seniors 
who went on the trip pro-
vided their impressions of 

the visit to The Independent. 
Bianca Herrera said, "I want 
not only to educate my peers 
and myself about racial dis-
crimination, but also to learn 
more about the history of 
racial relations in the U.S., 
and to think for myself."

Galia Menezes said, "It's 
important to understand 
that racial stereotypes are 
not OK, and to vocalize that 
with peers. Let them know 
how you feel. If they don't 
understand, you have to 
move on."

Madelyne Guyton said 
that she could see that biases 
are real and are still apparent 
today. "It really helped me 
realize that I myself have 
biases, and others do, too." 
A good way to change that 
will be to become a better 
role model for others, added 
Madelyne.

Saira Grewal said the 
museum's exhibits of the 
Holocaust offered a look 
at both the victims and the 
persecutors. It was helpful 
to understand both sides of 
the story. It doesn't mean 
sympathizing with the per-
secutors' actions, but it can 
provide insight into causes 
of the events, and how so-
ciety reacts. "Hitler led (the 
Holocaust). Some people 
were followers, and some 
were bystanders," said Saira.

Shannon Heller, who 

teaches American Sign 
Language and AVID (Ad-
vancement Via Individual 
Determination) at Amador, 
said her motivation for going 
was wanting to help students 
overcome obstacles related 
to finances and race. 

Heller said, "A lot of peo-
ple have an idea of what a 
typical student in the district 
looks like. I don't think it is 
accurate. If we don't have 
an accurate picture, how do 
we find out? The museum 
opens eyes to what your own 
prejudices are."

'I, TOO, AM
AMADOR'

An illustration of many 
people's idea of what a typi-
cal Amador student looks 
like is found in a 10-minute 
video made by senior Kalyn 
Epps.  

The film called, "I, Too, 
Am Amador," shows stu-
dents talking about harass-
ment they have endured 
at Amador. In an effective 
visual technique, each stu-
dent holds a sign that quotes 
a racial putdown aimed at 
him or her.

Among the signs: "You 
look ghetto." "Why don't 
you have a black name"? 
"You don't look European, 
you just look Asian." "You 
don't talk like a black per-
son." "But you've had two 
boy friends."

There were comments 
even more offensive than 
those.

Kalyn said that her film 
has been used by teachers 
for a history class and a 
social justice class to spur 
discussions. 

The video can be seen 
on Youtube at  ht tps: / /
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=iFBDBZAn2vg.

Another work being pur-
sued by students, teachers, 
administrators, and classi-
fied staff in the district is 
SEED (Seeking Educational 
Equity & Diversity), a na-
tional project focusing on 
an inclusive curriculum. 
The Pleasanton group meets 
regularly. It is a volunteer 
project and costs the district 
no money. As with the work-
shops in Los Angeles, the 
students, teachers, and staff 
meet on an equal footing to 
discuss and learn.

 

Downtown parking received 
77 percent support with re-
gional and local transporta-
tion including BART, rated 
at 74 percent. 

One question asked about 
the potential uses for the for-
mer Livermore City site (old 
Lucky site). Approximately 
three-quarters of respon-
dents strongly or somewhat 
supported parking or retail. 
A majority indicated they 
would support a conference 
center/event center. A hotel 
and housing received slight-
ly lower rates of support. 

Residents believe that 
the economy is an impor-
tant community feature to 
focus on over the next two 
years. Participants felt very 
positive about the overall 
economic health of the com-
munity.

The results reflected an 
upward trend in percep-
tions of Livermore’s overall 
image and quality of life, 
physical appearance, and 
as a place to raise children. 
Resident responses concern-
ing shopping opportunities 
skyrocketed. 

The survey was sent to 
3,000 Livermore house-
holds; a total of 736 surveys 
were completed. The margin 
of error for the survey is no 
greater than + 4% around 
any given percent reported 
for the entire sample. 

The City previously ad-
ministered the survey in 
2004, 2006, 2007, 2009 and 
2011. Rating comparisons 
show improvement across 
a broad range of topics, 
despite the economic reces-
sion. 

According to National 
Research Center represen-
tatives, the City’s increase 
in thirty survey areas is 

considered exceptional and 
very rare.

Ratings increased within 
the facets of Mobility (traf-
fic flow, travel by car, ease 
of walking, travel by public 
transportation, paths and 
walking trails), Natural En-
vironment (overall natural 
environment, air quality), 
Economy (shopping op-
portunities, Livermore as 
a place to work, business 
and services), Recreation 
and Wellness (health care, 
availability of affordable 
quality food, preventive 
health services), Educa-
tion and Enrichment (K-
12 education, cultural arts/
music activities, child care/
preschool, religious or spir-
itual activities). General 
Community Characteristics 
also improved from 2011 to 
2104 – the overall quality of 
life and the overall image of 
Livermore were both rated 
more highly.

Several facets of Gov-
ernance were also trend-
ing up from 2011 to 2014; 
Safety (crime prevention), 
Built Environment (land 
use, planning and zoning), 
Economy (economic de-
velopment), Recreation and 
Wellness (health services), 
Education and Enrichment 
(public libraries)and Com-
munity Engagement (overall 
direction of Livermore, wel-
coming citizen involvement) 
all saw increases. Further, 
ratings for the overall quality 
of services provided by the 
City of Livermore also in-
creased from 2011 to 2014.  

City staff will present 
the survey results to the 
Livermore City Council at 
its March 9, 2015 meeting. 
The meeting begins at 7:00 
pm in the Council Cham-

bers located at 3575 Pacific 
Avenue. 

The 2014 survey results 
are available on the City’s 
website at http://www.
cityoflivermore.net/citygov/
manager/citizen_survey_re-
sults.asp.

taurants, retail and services 
to serve the Asian market.  
"However, there will be  mix 
of uses that will appeal to a 
wide range of Pleasanton 
residents." 

He anticipated that one-
third to one-half of the ten-
ants would be restaurants. 

POLL
(continued from page one)

He has already signed a lease 
for a 15,000 square foot 
space to house a Dim Sum 
restaurant and international 
food marketplace.

Members of the public 
who spoke were all members 
of the Asian community. 
Sabrina Luc, a high school 
student, stated that residents 
now leave the city to shop 
at Asian theme centers in 
other cities. This center will 
be good for Pleasanton's 
economy.

Others mentioned similar 
views, looking forward to 
being able to walk to the 
center to purchase grocer-
ies and dine in restaurants. 
Hong Dow stated, "Our fam-
ily likes to eat out on week-

ends. We have been going to 
Fremont or Cupertino. Now 
we will have an Asian center 
right here in Pleasanton."

Councilmember Karla 
Brown commented, "Food, 
jobs and new taxes. It looks 
like a win-win for every-
one."

Construction of the Pa-
cific Pearl Center is sched-
uled to start next year with 
the center opening in 2017.

FINAL REPORT
Fellow councilmem-

bers suggested Mayor Jerry 
Thorne report out on recent 
events. They then placed a 
picture of the mayor's new 
granddaughter on the screen. 
It is Thorne's first grand-
daughter.

48 from Pleasanton Take Diversity 
Program at Tolerance Museum

ASIAN
(continued from page one)

(More MAILBOX, page 5)
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Community Health 
Education Programs

For a complete list of 
classes and class fees, 
lectures and health 
education resources, visit 
pamf.org/education.

Childbirth and Parent Education Classes  •  (650) 853-2960

• Breastfeeding Your Newborn • Childbirth Preparation

March 2015
Postpartum Support Group 
A Mother’s Place

Dublin Center
4050 Dublin Boulevard, Dublin  •  (925) 875-6429

Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Meet with a nurse and certified lactation 
consultant to ensure your first weeks of 
motherhood are healthy and happy.

Nutrition and Diabetes Classes  •  (510) 498-2184

• Living Well with Prediabetes

• Living Well with Diabetes

• Raising Healthy & Happy Eaters

Weight Management Programs  •  (510) 498-2184

• Bariatric (Weight Loss) Surgery  
Information Sessions (Dublin)

• New Weigh of Life   
(adult weight management)

PAMF Fremont Urgent Care – pamf.org/urgentcare
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Weekends and Holidays, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

ably no larger than cleaning 
up the messes after repeated 
derailment disasters, not to 
mention public safety.

Fiscal Responsibility
Sue Hamill
Walnut Creek

Per the Voter Information 
pamphlet for the special 
election in Senate District 7 
(SD7), Joan Buchanan com-
mits to being Fiscally Re-
sponsible and Steve Glazer 
says he’s a Fiscal Conser-
vative.   All the candidates' 
statements say they want 
balanced budgets.  

But influencing where 
the money goes is just as 

important as a balanced 
budget.  Note that Susan 
Bonilla is running for a Sen-
ate seat when she’s just been 
re-elected to the Assembly.  
If Bonilla’s elected, it trig-
gers a special election for 
her vacated Assembly seat.  
The pricetag to Contra Costa 
County is upwards of $1.5 
million dollars (based on the 
Registrar of Voters estimated 
cost of the Primary and Gen-
eral election for the current 
SD7 special election). 

So, Bonilla is willing 
to cause a $1.5 million ad-
ditional cost to the county 
for one step up the ladder 
of her political career.  Is 
this Fiscally Conservative 

or Responsible?  To create a 
balanced budget, that special 
election money has to come 
from somewhere.  What 
County programs and ser-
vices will be shortchanged 
to make that happen?

Kudos
Jonathan Talon
Livermore

Kudos should be reward-
ed to the pruning crew of 
the Livermore Parks De-
partment for their effort in 
removing those ugly dead 
popular trees on Concan-
non Blvd.

Not only did they remove 
those trees, but also added 
mulch to the area. A job 
well done.

 

(continued from page 5)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District held its 12th annual Science Odyssey 
Feb. 20 at Junction Avenue K-8 School. A record-setting 700 students registered 
to display a research or engineering project. In addition, local agencies, clubs, 
and businesses set up display booths. Live music was provided by Scientific Jam. 
Students defended their projects in front of volunteer judges from the science and 
engineering community. On display were photographs from the Art of Science student 
photography competition. 

Violent collisions be-
tween the growing Earth 
and other objects in the solar 
system generated signifi-
cant amounts of iron vapor, 
according to a new study 
by Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory sci-
entist Richard Kraus and 
colleagues.

The results show that 
iron vaporizes easily during 
impact events, which forces 
planetary scientists to change 
how they think about the 
growth of planets and evolu-
tion of our solar system.

For planetary scientists, 
one of the most important 
and complex research areas 
is predicting how planets 
form and evolve to their cur-
rent state. Generally speak-
ing, planets form by a series 
of impacts, with the speed 
of the impacts being slow at 
first, a few miles per hour, 
but then faster as the planets 
grow larger, up to 100,000 
miles per hour.

At the end stages of for-
mation, when the impact 
speeds are high and the ma-
terial conditions are extreme 
(high temperatures and pres-
sures), planetary scientists 
don't have great models for 
how to describe what hap-
pens to the colliding bodies.

Using Sandia National 
Laboratory’s Z-Machine, 
the team developed a new 
shock-wave technique to 
measure an important mate-
rial property -- the entropy 
gain during shock com-
pression. By measuring the 
entropy, they determined the 
critical impact conditions 
to vaporize the iron within 
objects that collide with the 
growing Earth.

The scientists found that 
iron will vaporize at signifi-
cantly lower impact speeds 
than previously thought. 
This translates to more iron 
being vaporized during 
Earth’s period of formation.

Kraus said, “Rather than 
the iron in the colliding 
objects sinking down di-
rectly to the Earth's growing 
core, the iron is vaporized 
and spread over the surface 
within a vapor plume. After 
cooling, the vapor would 
have condensed into an 
iron rain that mixed into the 
Earth’s still-molten mantle.

“The timing of Earth’s 
core formation can only be 
determined via chemical 
signatures in Earth’s mantle, 
a technique that requires as-
sumptions about how well 
the iron is mixed. This new 
information actually chang-
es our estimates for the tim-
ing of when Earth’s core was 
formed,” Kraus added.

The research appeared in 
the March 2 online edition of 
the journal, Nature Geosci-
ences. Other collaborating 
institutions include Sandia 
National Laboratory, and 
University of California, 
Davis.

Research Gets to The 
Core of Earth's Formation

Actor Tom Hanks gave a 
boost to community colleg-
es, particularly the Chabot-
Las Positas Community 
College District, in a guest 
editorial that appeared in the 
January 14 New York Times.

According to the edito-
rial posted on the California 
Community College web-
site, Tom Hanks described 
enrolling at Chabot College 
in Hayward was the turn-
ing point in his life. He 
started studying theater, and 
watched a performance of 
Eugene O'Neill's The Ice-
man Cometh. The title role 
was played by Joe Spano, 
later of Hill Street Blues 
fame, reportedly blew Hanks 
away. Tom Hanks decided 
that one day he would be-
come as good as Spano.

Hanks's first role as a stu-

dent at Chabot College was 
George in Our Town. 

Hanks told an interviewer 
from MTV.com that in the 
movie Larry Crowne, he 
"was in junior college be-
cause it was my only option 
— if I didn't enroll right after 
high school I would have 
had no path to any future. 
Two years in junior college 
became the jumping-off 
point for everything that 
came later and I think this 
was the same for others 
— not just kids out of high 
school, but guys back from 
Vietnam, wives going back 
to school after their kids 
were older, and folks who 
were looking to change their 
lives for the better."

Tom Hanks later trans-
ferred to California State 
University, Sacramento after 
two years at Chabot College 

and dropped out when an 
internship was offered at a 
prestigious Midwest theater 
festival.

Even though he based 
Larry Crowne on his own 
two years spent studying 
theater at Chabot College 
before enrolling in Cali-
fornia State University in 
Sacramento, he never got a 
degree. Instead, he told USA 
Today, "I got an offer to go 
off and do the thing I was 
studying to do."

That offer was to be-
come an intern at the Great 
Lakes Theater Festival in 
Cleveland, Ohio. His in-
ternship stretched into a 
three-year experience that 
covered most aspects of 
theater production, includ-
ing lighting, set design and 
stage management. Hanks 
won the Cleveland Critics 

Circle Award for Best Actor 
for his 1978 performance 
as Proteus in Shakespeare's 
The Two Gentlemen of Ve-
rona, one of the few times he 
played a villain.

Aside from his Oscar-
nominated turn as an over-
grown kid in 1988 dramedy 
Big, as well as an underrated 
performance in the stand-up 
comedy drama Punchline 
that same year, he struggled 
for box office success into 
the early 1990s. But by mid-
decade, Hanks had finally 
scored a slew of commercial 
and critical hits, earning two 
consecutive Oscars, first as a 
gay lawyer dying of AIDS in 
1993's Philadelphia and then 
as a mentally challenged 
man in 1994's Forrest Gump. 
He was the first actor since 
Spencer Tracy in 1937 and 
1938 to win back-to-back 
Oscars for Best Actor. In 

2002, at age 46, Hanks be-
came the youngest actor to 
receive the American Film 
Institute's Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

Hanks also has distin-
guished himself from other 
megastars by staying in 
the spotlight but out of the 

tabloids, with a stable off-
screen life with his actress 
wife, Rita Wilson, and their 
children.

The press release can be 
found at http://california-
communitycolleges.cccco.
edu/Newsroom/NotableA-
lumni/TomHanks.aspx

Actor Praises Community Colleges

Linda Futral
Broker, ASP, SRES, QSP, CDPE

925.980.3561
linda@lindafutral.com

lindafutral.com
License #01257605

LIVERMORE   $649,000

4 bed/2.5 bath, 2,043sf~ 6,000sf lot~
Affordable South Livermore with

room to roam. Well maintained and
well situated in neighborhood

530 Lorren Way, Livermore

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 2:00-5:00PM
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Cornerstone  
Legal Document Services

NON-ATTORNEY RESOURCE
(925) 337-7011

julielablanc@ymail.com

•	Divorce/Custody
•	Living	Trust	Packages,	 
	 Wills	&	Amendments
•	Deeds

Flexible Hours

Check	Us	Out	On	Yelp!
Registered: Alameda County LDA #93 Exp. 9/14/2016.  

I am not an attorney. I can only provide  
self help services at your specific direction.

Mar. 21st - Free BBQ Dinner to  
All Buy-In Players, plus a free 5-On

Playing every Saturday, excePt March 14th
cloSed for 50th annual Band fieSta

400 Wall Street, Livermore • Located in the Student Union
(925) 960-2909  •  www.granadamatadors.org

GrAnADA HIGH
ScHOOl BInGO

Doors Open 3:30 p.m. • Games Start 5 p.m.
$30 Buy-In - All You Can Play, Regular Paper Games

new State of the Art Bingo Equipment:
new Bingo Console & FlASh VERiFiER

Featuring a Snack Bar - Handicap Parking Available

All Regular Paper Games Pay $400
Double Action Game pays $500  
Treasure hunt Pays up to $500
Flash Games Pay up to $1,199

the only Bingo hall in liverMore  
with a flaSh verifier!

The Livermore Phantom U-11 Lacrosse team played 
three games this weekend. They kicked off the weekend 
against the Lamorinda Lightning Rays. Goals were 
scored by Kinsey Claudino, Ben Wojewski, Bodhi 
English and Ben Operin. Assists were by Kinsey 
Claudino and James Foley. Six saves were recorded 
by Alec Phillips and tough defense played by Aiden 
Noonan. In a 4th quarter comeback win against the 
Berkeley Bears, goals were scored by Kinsey Claudino, 
Bodhi English and Ben Operin. Assists were credited to 
Kinsey Claudino and Ben Operin. Alec Phillips recorded 
four saves and great defense put up by James Foley. 
In the final game of the weekend, Phantom faced off 
against the Diablo Scorpion Stingers in Danville. Goals 
were scored by Kinsey Claudino, Ben Operin and James 
Foley; assists by Bodhi English and James Foley; five 
saves by Alec Phillips.

Livermore Phantom lacrosse Black U9 played a great 
game against the Lamorinda Burst U9 team on Saturday, 
February 28th. Excellent assists were recorded by 
Alistair Bealer to Blake Wilkinson for the first Phantom 
score of the game. A perfect display of teamwork by 
Devin Shumate to Blake Wilkinson resulted in another 
goal. Alistair Bealer scored the third and final goal with 
an assist from Ryan Doko. Beautiful offensive plays 
were made by Riley Doko and Teagan Bailiff and great 
defense played by Takumi Romero and Vinny Melissare. 

Alexis Aying and Mayalanni Erediano, under the 
instruction of Vince Aying, competed at The League’s 
Victory Games in San Jose, CA on February 28, 2015. 
Aying took 1st place in the 10-11 year old girls Black 
Belt sparring division. Erediano took 1st place in the 9 & 
Under Advanced/Black Belt sparring division and Grand 
Champion in 9&U girls all ranks sparring. Pictured are 
Mayalanni Erediano and Alexis Aying.

Phantom Lacrosse
The Phantom U-13 Black lacrosse 

team played a strong game against 
the Berkley Bears on Saturday com-
ing out on top by a score of 12-1 to 
even their record at 2-2 on the season.  
The Phantoms scored early to take 
command and had the game well in 

RaceForce LLC announced the second annual Livermore 
Half Marathon will sell out by early March 2015. Race orga-
nizers encourage runners to register soon for the 13.1 mile 
race through the scenic vineyards of Northern California.

The event will be held March 28.
“We were thrilled to have over 2,500 participants in the 

race’s inaugural year,” said Ryan Dawkins, Race Director 
of the Livermore Half Marathon.

“We are excited to continue growing the event while 
offering attendees a world-class experience featuring a 
one-of-a-kind route through the Livermore Valley and Wine 
Region, live entertainment and world-class cuisine. We are 
thankful for last year’s sponsors and thrilled to have so many 
returning and new sponsors including Vega Sport, Muscle 
Milk and 24 Hour Fitness,” added Dawkins.

Recently named the Livermore Destination Event Partner 
of the Year, the race start, finish and RunLiv Wine and Music 
Festival will take place in historic Downtown Livermore. 

Weekend highlights include the RunLiv Expo and Run-
Liv Wine and Music Festival featuring wine from local 
wineries, beer from Eight Bridges Brewing Company, and 
the best food and music Livermore has to offer.

Mallory Hayes of San Jose, participated in the Livermore 
Half Marathon in 2014. She states, “Last year’s race was a 
very well-organized event with a beautiful course winding 
through downtown Livermore and then out into vineyards 
and park lands,” said Hayes.

“I grew up in Livermore, so it was especially nice for 
me to revisit old haunts and see the new vineyards. I am 
looking forward to running it with my friends again this 
year,” added Hayes.

Other official sponsors also include Livermore Down-
town, Livermore Area Recreation and Parks District, 
Blackhawk Network, Honest Tea, Culligan, Varsity Sports 
Medicine, Valley Care Health System, and THUMP.

 To register or access more information about the Liver-
more Half Marathon, visit www.runlivermore.com.

Tri-Valley Haven’s Spring Pace for Peace-Hope Run will 
be held Sat., April 18 at 8 a.m. 

The 5K /10K Hope Run course will go through Liver-
more’s wine country. Race day registration starts at 7:00 
am at 3663 Pacific Avenue in Livermore. To register online 
follow the link at www.trivalleyhaven.org. All proceeds go 
to local survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence, and 
homelessness served by Tri-Valley Haven and to our abuse 
prevention programs. 

Pace awards include a FitBit Flex Wristband, Beats 
Headphones, gift cards, and more! Medals will also be 
given. Join us afterwards for refreshments.

For more information and to download pledge forms 
please visit The Haven’s website: www.trivalleyhaven.org 
or contact Lisa at (925) 667-2728. Proxy pledge donations 
or sponsorships may be sent to: Tri-Valley Haven - Pace, 
3663 Pacific Ave, Livermore, CA 94550.

The Phantoms Lacrosse U15 team played the Lamorinda 
Shock and San Ramon Raptors last weekend. Pictured 
is Gregory Short in a breakaway using Matthew Hall as 
a "pick."

It's time to play ball.

control by the end of the first half.  
Chad Madrid led the charge, tallying 
5 goals.  Blake Texiera played a great 

game and scored two goals to help drive 
the overall result.  Bradley Mitchell 
stood strong in goal and was only 
beaten once - posting 5 saves during 
the contest.  The Phantoms went 0 for 
1 on man-up opportunities during the 
game, but did successfully kill the one 
penalty called against the team.  

On Sunday, the Livermore Phan-
tom U-13 Black lacrosse team moved 
their season record to 3-2 by defeating 
the San Ramon Falcons by a score of 
10-1.  The team again played very well 
early in the game to take a commanding 
lead by half-time.  Leading the charge 
on the offensive end was Chad Madrid 
with 5 goals.  Also coming up big for 
the Phantoms were Ryan Lortie with 
two big goals, and Hardit Singh with 
one.  Bradley Mitchell held the Falcons 
at bay, coming up with one save in 
goal for the Phantoms.  Leading the 
team on the defensive end were Daniel 
Moy, Jackson Brown, Thomas Butler 
and Joe Hagar.  The team hits the field 
this coming Sunday at Cayetano Field 
to take on the league leading Danville 
Diablo Scorpions at 9am.  

GHS Girls Soccer
Granada Girls Soccer traveled to 

undefeated Castro Valley High School 
(# 2 seed in NCS) on Feb. 21 and pulled 
off a major upset.  After going down 
2-0 early in the second half, Granada 
started its comeback when the Mats 
earned a corner kick. Lauren Sandy 
bent a perfect ball into the net.  At 2-1 
the tides started to turn quickly as Kylie 
Long took a long ball over the defense 
and raced towards the goal to slot the 
second score of the half for a 2-2 tie.  
Moments later Granada’s pressure 
created another corner. Kylie Long 
got on the end of a scramble ball in 
the box to slam it home to help move 
the Matador’s ahead 3-2.  The scoring 
didn’t stop there. After another set 
piece a loose ball in the box resulted in a 
hard foul on sophomore Alex Clowers, 
Kamie Lipman stepped up to take the 
penalty kick to give Granada a two goal 
lead.  Granada scored four goals in 20 
minutes to hand Castro Valley (20-0-3) 
its first defeat of the year.  Granada 
Girls Soccer will play Liberty High in 
the final 4 of the NCS playoffs. In the 
NorCal Division I playoffs, Granada 
moved into the semifinals, losing 2 to 
1 to Liberty.

Run for Education
The 3rd Annual Pleasanton Run for 

Education, benefitting the Pleasanton 
Partnerships in Education Foundation 
(PPIE), takes place Sunday April 12, 

2015. ClubSport Pleasanton returns as 
Title Sponsor. All races begin and end 
at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in 
Pleasanton. 

This year’s race offers two new dis-
tances to challenge everyone- from the 
casual walker, to the novice runner, to 
those training for their first marathon. 
In lieu of a half marathon option, the 
3rd Annual Run for Education offers 
three race distances: 5K, 10K and 15K. 
The Kids’ Challenge for ages 12 & 
under has also expanded and will offer 
two distances: 1/2K and 1K. 

 ClubSport Pleasanton and the Tri-
Valley Triathalon Club return this year 
with pre-race training opportunities. 
ClubSport members who register for 
the race can take advantage of their 
race training programs by calling 925-
463-2822. TVTC training programs 
begin February 1, 2015, and anyone 
interested can find out more at www.
trivalleytriclub.com, or email ppie-
run@trivalleytriclub.com.

Last year, the event raised over 
$80,000 in net proceeds, all of which 
benefitted the Pleasanton schools. 
This year, the committee’s goal is to 
raise $100,000. 

 To register to run, volunteer or 
sponsor the event, please visit www.
ppierun.com. To learn more about 
PPIE, please visit www.ppie.org.

Fusion SC 
Premier Tryouts

Registration is now open for the 
Livermore Fusion Soccer Club premier 
level tryouts. These tryouts are for both 
boys and girls in the U12, U13 and U14 
age groups. Players of all skill levels 
are welcome to come and participate.

To register or for more informa-
tion,  visit the Fusion SC website 
at www.fusionsc.org and select the 
option for the premier program. Al-
ternatively, please call 925-443-7570 
or visit the office at 1976 Fourth Street 
in Livermore.

Trails Challenge
The Diablo Trails Challenge will 

be held Sun., April 19. This trail run 
includes distances of 5K, 10K, half 
marathon and 50K

Hosted by Brazen Racing, this 
fundraising run for Save Mount Diablo 
showcases just a fraction of the Diablo 
wildernesses’ beauty and helps Save 
Mount Diablo to preserve, defend and 
restore more land for you, wildlife and 
future generations to enjoy.

The 5K, 10K and Half Marathon 
will all begin and end at Castle Rock 

Recreation Area in Diablo Foothills, 
Walnut Creek. The 50K is a point to 
point run and will begin at Round 
Valley Regional Preserve, following 
the Diablo Trail through Morgan 
Territory Regional Preserve, Mount 
Diablo State Park and finishing in 
Castle Rock Recreation Area. All 
races will be professionally timed. The 
50K starts at 7 am and all other races 
will begin taking off at 8:30 am. All 
runners receive medals and T-shirts 
after the race. 

Go to www.savemountdiablo.org/
activities for information.

 

Register for Water Polo
LARPD offers a USA Water Polo 

team (USWP),  the LAZERS.  As a 
USWP club team, all practices and 
competitions are  sanctioned, requir-
ing all participants to be registered 
with USWP.  All experience levels 
are welcome, however athletes must 
be able to swim two laps (50 yards) 
without stopping. Register for the 
LAZERS team by calling call LARPD 
at 925-373-5700, or visit www.larpd.

Livermore Half Marathon 
Set for March 28

Registration Opens for Spring 
Pace for Peace-Hope Run

The City of Pleasanton’s Dolores Bengtson Aquatic 
Center will be the site for a large swim meet. The Pleasanton 
Seahawks will host the 2-day short course Senior II meet 
that begins on Saturday, March 14 and continues through 
Sunday, March 15. During this period, the aquatic facility 
will be closed to all public programs, including lap swim.

The meet, comprised of swimmers ages 10 to 18, is 
expected to draw about 500 swimmers. They will begin to 
arrive each morning by 7:00 a.m. with competition begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. and continuing to approximately 3:00 p.m.

The City of Pleasanton has been working with the 
Pleasanton Seahawks to develop plans for a successful 
competition and reduced impact on the neighborhoods sur-
rounding the Aquatic Center, located at 4455 Black Avenue 
near Santa Rita Road.

Participants have been encouraged to carpool when pos-
sible and obey traffic laws to help reduce the impacts on 
the surrounding neighborhoods. Overflow parking has been 
reserved on Saturday and Sunday at Gingerbread Preschool, 
Alisal Elementary School, and Amador Valley High School.

For more information, please contact Michelle Dunaway 
at (925) 931-3423.

dst.ca.us.  
For more information about the 

LARPD LAZERS, visit lazerswater-
polo.weebly.com or e-mail lazerswp@
gmail.com.

Wrestling Club 
Sign Ups

Registration is now open for the 
Guardian Knights Wrestling Club’s 
spring session, which begins on March 
9 th, 2015 and runs through the end of 
April. The Guardian Knights Wrestling  
Club is a private nonprofit wrestling 
club focused on conditioning, strength, 
and technique training. The program is 
comprehensive and trains in three ma-
jor styles: collegiate, Greco-Roman, 
and freestyle. Our coach’s focus is on 
helping athletes reach their maximum 
potential.  The mission is an emphasis 
on developing the strongest student 
athletes, helping them excel at their 
best wrestling styles.   

To register or for more informa-
tion, please visit our website at  www.
gkwrestling.com. 

Seahawks to Host Swim Meet
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prepare For
busIness success

CHANGE THE WORLD FROM HERE

pursue a manaGement DeGree 
at usF pLeasanton

The USF Pleasanton Campus offers the Master’s 
degree in Organization Development and 

the Bachelor’s degree in Management. Both 
programs are designed for working professionals.

open house
at the USF PLEASANTON CAMPUS

tuesday, march 17, 5:30 pm

Learn more or to RSVP call 925.867.2711
visit www.usfca.edu/pleasanton

email pleasantoncampus@usfca.edu
COUPLe  $699 

• Revocable Trust  
• Advance Healthcare Directive

• Pour-Over Will
• Financial Power of Attorney

PACkAge	
InCLUDes:

We Also Update Trusts!

InDIvIDUAL $599 
revOCAbLe	LIvIng	TrUsTsAvOID

	 

PrOb
ATe!

We are not attorneys. We can only provide self help services at your specific direction. California Document 
Preparers is not a law firm and cannot represent customers, select legal forms, or give advice on rights or law. 
Prices do not include court costs. LDA #30 Alameda County, Exp. 4/2015.

7000 Village Parkway, Suite A, Dublin 
(925) 479-9600  •  www.CaDocPreparers.com

 Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Cayetano Park in North Livermore was officially opened 
to the public last Saturday. The new park provides 
stunning views of the hills to the south. Visitors to the 
park tried out the new play equipment and also climbed 
the adjacent hill.

Alameda County De-
partment of Child Support 
Services is implementing 
single sign-on technology. 

The county is using 
Tools4ever’s Enterprise 
Single Sign-On Manager 
(E-SSOM). By imple-
menting the E-SSOM so-
lution, the municipality is 
empowering its employees 
with the ability to bet-
ter manage access to the 
myriad of accounts they 
work with, saving the De-
partment of Child Support 
Services money on IT 
maintenance costs and lost 
productivity of employees 
who are locked out of their 
systems.

Prior to implementing 
E-SSOM, the agency’s 
210 support services case 
management employees 
were required to manually 
enter credentials for appli-
cations they use to perform 
their jobs. By implement-

by Laura Ness
Jesse Plautz is cool as a cucumber and about as 

cerebral as they come. Good thing, as his first harvest 
as winemaker of record at Ruby Hill and Rubino 
came less than two weeks after he started the job. It 
was pretty much like jumping into the fire with both 
feet. Plautz, who hails from a suburb of Eagan, MN, 
says the process was fast and furious, with crazy 
things happening like bringing in the Petit Verdot 
before the Sangiovese was ripe. He described it as a 
triage situation, where he had to decide what could 
be left hanging while the riper fruit was processed. 
Oddly, the Pinot Gris was the last fruit brought in.  
He sweated out the Trebbiano, thinking it might show 
the same sugar spikes that everything else had, but it 
hung at 22 Brix until he was able to have it picked. 
He’s delighted at how it came out: pure, clean and 
refreshing at 12.5% alcohol. You can try the 2013 
Trebbiano at Posada: it’s a delightful food wine.

The harvest of 2014, which was a bit smaller than 
the haul of 2013, and closer to what he feels are “av-
erage” yields, gave him the opportunity to work with 
many grapes he’d never before processed when he 
worked in the “school winery” at UC Davis. Varietals 
such as  Nebbiolo he processed in a couple of differ-
ent ways. They involved an early press into neutral 
barrels on some to limit tannins, while employing 
extended maceration on another lot that went into 
some new French barrels. His current favorite is the 
latter, which exhibits great aromas and shows great 
promise. 

Plautz also thinks the Malbec, Barbera, Primitivo 
and Dolcetto he’s working with are making the kind 
of wines that will elevate the wine tasting experi-
ence at both Ruby Hill and Rubino. Then, there are 
the oddballs like Nero D’Avila and Negro Amaro. 
Clearly, there’s enough variety here to make Rubino 
a brand worth following. The way the wine club is 
growing, it’s clear this is becoming one of the Liver-
more Valley’s powerhouse wineries.

He’s spent almost all his time since harvest deal-
ing with blending of the 2013s, which he feels have 
good potential, especially the Barberas and a couple 
of the estate Cabernets. He feels the flagship Peacock 
Patch wines will be particularly good, calling both 
the Zin and Petite Sirah “excellent.”

Plautz seems to thrive in the middle of chaos. He’s 
very much looking forward to a time when he can 
spend more days in the vineyard, getting to know the 
vines and the growers. Recently, they’ve taken back 
responsibility for management of the estate vine-
yards, so he’ll be getting his wish. 

Ruby Hill has also acquired two new huge tanks 
(3K and 2K gallons), which will facilitate harvest this 
year. Most likely production will move to the Rubino 
facility, leaving the current space near the water 
tower to case goods storage.

Before taking the job at Ruby Hill/Rubino, his 
only familiarity with Livermore Valley wine while 
at UC Davis stemmed from wine donations provided 
by Wente. He says most people in Napa don’t know 
anything about Livermore. What attracted him to the 
area was its contrast to Napa. He explains, “Napa is 
glitz and glory. In the Livermore Valley, people have 
passion. They treat wine like it is more than just a 
business.”  He notes that one of the things Livermore 
Valley winemakers complain about is the fact that 
many Napa wineries won’t even extend them an 
industry discount for wine purchases.

The overall atmosphere of Napa started to wear on 
him after a few years. He knew he needed to continue 
his career elsewhere. The Livermore Valley seemed 
a perfect fit for his goal of working in small, medium 
and large wineries. He’d already worked at a small 
winery in Minnesota planting Frontenac, then it was 
off to New Zealand’s second largest winery in the 
North Island, where they ran six enormous presses 
simultaneously, and tanks held half a million gallons. 
He’d also worked in a fairly small facility at Davis. 
Now it was time for something different. 

How does he like the Livermore Valley so far? 
He’s loving it, especially the people he’s met. He’s 
especially excited about the potential of the estate 
property. 

Plautz credits his father and uncle for opening 
his mind to wine: they were always sharing their 
new wine discoveries with one another.  He recalls a 
Christmas Eve with an amazing 1972 Margaux and 
some older Burgundies that really turned his head. 

Naturally good at math (which comes in really 
handy if you’re a winemaker) and interested in sci-
ence, he initially pursued both in college, but found 
himself becoming more of a foodie, Says Plautz, “I 
decided I was either going to be a chef or a wine-
maker and entered the food science program. Then I 
got a job working in the vineyards in Minnesota, and 
really got into wine. It was a choice between Napa 
and Fresno. I visited Davis and made the decision to 
move.” 

He’s very happy with his career choice, and credits 
his Dad, a skilled cabinetmaker, for inspiring him to 
pursue a vocation where the end result of all your la-
bors is a product of which you can be proud: a prod-
uct you can share with others and bring them joy. As 
for his Dad’s current favorite wine, it just happens to 
be the Ruby Hill Peacock Patch Zinfandel. Somehow, 
I think there will be a lot more fans of Livermore 
wine in Jesse’s old hometown.

Meet Jesse Plautz: 
Ruby Hill’s New 
Winemaker

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED 
AD OR LEGAL 
NOTICE IN THE 
INDEPENDENT, 

PLEASE  
Call  

(925)243-8000 

Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District 
Board accepted the improve-
ments at Cayetano Park – 
the newest addition to the 
District.

The vote took place at 
last week's meeting.

The park is situated on a 
hill at the northeast corner 
of Portola Avenue where 
Isabel Avenue becomes 
Campus Hill Drive. Built 
by developer Shea Homes, 
LARPD will now assume 
maintenance and operational 
responsibilities of the park.

Assistant General Man-
ager John Lawrence said, 
"We have been waiting over 
ten years for this. It's really 
a beautiful park."

The district plans to in-
stall video surveillance cam-
eras, said Lawrence, noting 
that its location leaves it 
open to vandalism. Netting 
will also be added to keep 
soccer balls from landing on 
Portola Avenue.

David Best, representing 
Shea Homes, stated, "The 
views are incredible. Pick a 
sunset and go take a look." 

The 9-acre park features 
multi-age playground equip-
ment, a lighted synthetic 
turf field, a dog park with a 
separate area for small dogs, 
a basketball court, a covered 
picnic area, restrooms and 
more. 

 Also during the meet-
ing, the Board approved the 
transfer of $853,682 from 
the General Fund Balance 
to various Designated Fund 
Balances and Capital Proj-
ects Fund. 

The board heard from 

Arthur Hull, representing 
Friends of Tesla Park, who 
urged the district to keep 
the organization informed 
concerning its master plan 
revision. He suggested that 
new trails be listed as a high 
priority. "Hiking is one of 
the fastest growing activities 
in the Tri-Valley," he stated.

He pointed to the 5,000 
acre ranch purchased from 
the Patterson Family Trust 
by Zone 7 near Lake Del 
Valle as an opportunity to 
partner with the Zone in 
creating trails.

 
 

Park District Board Accepts Cayetano Park 

ing the new technology, 
employees at ACDCSS 
only manage a single log 
in credential to access all of 
their accounts. Employees 
no longer are required to 
remember or recall mul-
tiple sets of credentials, 
with the streamlining of 
account access speaking 
for itself. 

Calls to the county’s 
IT helpdesk are dramati-
cally lower -- reduced from 
about 20 or more a day to 
just three -- which cre-
ates substantial savings of 
resources for the taxpayer-
funded agency. 

Tom Bandachit, infor-
mation systems specialist 
at Alameda County De-
partment of Child Support 
Services, said, “After the 
E-SSOM implementation, 
we have less helpdesk 
calls related to system 
lock outs and password 

reset requests and our IT 
staff now has more time to 
work on projects rather than 

password resets.”
For information, go to 

www.acgov.org/css/

County Implements Single Sign-In Technology
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Livermore Cinemas
chappie (r)–cc          1:15 4:15 7:05 9:55
chappie (r)–dbox         11:50 2:35 5:20 8:15
unfinished business (r)–cc      11:55 2:25 4:50 7:20 9:50
kingsman: the secret service (r)   11:50 12:50 2:50 3:50 5:50 
          6:50 8:50 9:50
focus (r)       1:25 4:10 5:55 7:00 8:35 9:35
paddington (pg)           11:55 2:20
mcfarland usa (pg)        12:10 3:15 6:30 9:35
american sniper (r)        12:10 3:25 6:40 9:55
the duff (pg13)          1:20 4:00 6:50 9:20
spongebob movie: sponge out of water (pg)     11:55 2:20 4:50 
           7:15 9:40
lazarus effect (pg13)       12:00 2:15 4:30 6:55 9:15
fifty shades of grey (r)        12:50 3:55 7:00 9:55
preview march 12th:   
 cinderella (pg)          7:00 9:40
 run all night (r)         7:00 9:50

Book Today! (925) 447-4300
In Downtown Livermore • 2269 Third Street

www.travelbuglivermore.com

TRAVEL
BUG

Call  
TRAVEL 

BUG  
for an extra

$100  
onBoarD 

CreDIt 
when you book  
a balcony cabin  

by april 1st.

Set Sail for Alaska, Panama or the Pacific Coast on Celebrity’s Infinity in 2015
Itinerary Sail Dates Ports
17-Night Westbound  2015 - 4/28 Florida: Fort Lauderdale; Columbia: Cartagena; Panama: Colon, Panama Canal (Cruising); Costa Rica: Puntarenas; 
Panama Canal Cruise  Guatemala: Puerto Quetzal; Mexico: Puerto Vallarta, Cabo San Lucas (overnight); California: San Francisco
11-Night Golden Gate 2015 - 5/15 California: San Francisco; Alaska: Ketchikan, Icy Strait Point, Juneau, Tracy Arm Fjord (Sawyer Glacier); 
Alaska Cruise  British Columbia: Victoria; Oregon: Astoria; California: San Francisco
12-Night Golden Light 2015 - 5/26 California: San Francisco; Alaska: Sitka, Juneau, Skagway, Haines, Tracy Arm Fjord (Sawyer Glacier), Ketchikan; 
Alaska Cruise  British Columbia: Nanaimo, Victoria, Vancouver
12-Night Golden Light 2015 - 8/23 British Columbia: Vancouver; Alaska: Tracy Arm Fjord (Sawyer Glacier), Sitka, Juneau, Icy Strait Point, Skagway,
Alaska Cruise  Ketchikan; British Columbia: Victoria; Oregon: Astoria; California: San Francisco
9-Night Pacific 2015 - 9/4 California: San Francisco, Monterey; Mexico: Ensenada; California, San Diego, Catalina Island, 
Coastal Cruise  Santa Barbara, San Francisco
17-Night Eastbound 2015 - 9/18 California: San Francisco, Monterey; Mexico: Cabo San Lucas, Puerto Vallarta; Guatemala: Puerto Quetzal;  
Panama Canal Cruise  Costa Rica: Puntarenas; Panama: Panama Canal (Cruising), Colon; Columbia: Cartagena; Florida: Fort Lauderdale

Spring Into Savings!  Includes: Classic Beverage Package, On Board Credit and Gratuities for two for Veranda Cabins.  
Ask for details. Certain Restrictions Apply.

 Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Aubrey Lechner was welcomed by students at Vintage Hills Elementary School in 
Pleasanton. A sign language interpreter, Maureen Kostalnick, helped to deliver her 
message of overcoming challenges despite what life brings. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

David Wetherell (right) and Ruby Hooper stand in front of the new mural at the VA Hospital in Livermore. A detail 
is shown in the lower photo. 

By Ron McNicoll
Livermore resident 

Aubrey Lechner helped 
Pleasanton third grade 
teacher Kerry King with a 
lesson focused on express-
ing oneself despite chal-
lenges in communicating.

Lechner's lesson for 
Vintage Hills elementary 
school third-graders grew 
out of King's story-time 
reading of Sharon Draper's 
fictional story about a girl 
with cerebral palsy. The 
character, Melody Brooks, 
was bright, but no one 
knew it, because of the gap 
in communication between 
her and others.

Lechner, who has 
cerebral palsy, and is deaf 
and quadriplegic, knew 
what the book's charac-
ter was facing. Lechner 
grew up in the Livermore 
public school system. She 
attended special education 
classes in Pleasanton as 
part of the Valleywide ap-
proach to special eduction.

Lechner's teacher at Ly-
diksen School was Elaine 
Erven. She was a big 
influence on Lechner, said 
Suzanne Kostalnick, who 
helped arrange Lechner's 
appearance at Vintage 
Hills, where she is vice 
president of student and 
community services for 
the school's PTA chapter.

Lechner's appearance 
on Feb. 19 was supported 
by a translator, Maureen 
Kostalnick, who works for 
the Pleasanton school dis-
trict. Maureen Kostalnick 
is Suzanne Kostalnick's 
mother-in-law.

During story time, 
when the students heard 
about the fictional char-
acter, they were cheering 
her on, hoping her hard 
work would help her, said 
King. "They were hooting 

“What Every Parent 
Needs to Know: The 
Dangers of Prescription 
Drugs" is the topic of a 
presentation for parents 
and students from 6 to 9 
p.m. on Wed., March 18.

Part of the City 
of Pleasanton’s free 
Community Education 
Series, the program 
will be presented at the 
Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue in 
Pleasanton. 

The event includes a 
film followed by a panel 
discussion and Q&A 
moderated by Alameda 
County District Attorney 
Nancy O'Malley.

The event is presented 
in coordination with 
the National Coalition 
Against Prescription 
Drug Abuse, Mothers 
With a Purpose, and the 
Pleasanton Council Par-
ent Teacher Association.

The program begins 
with a screening of the 
film “Behind the Orange 
Curtain,” which depicts 
both the enormity of the 
problem and possible 
calls to action for parents 
and voters.

Following the film 
will be a panel discus-
sion and Q & A about 
prescription drug abuse 
by teens, moderated by 
Alameda County Dis-
trict Attorney Nancy 
O’Malley. Panelists will 
include April Rovero, 
founder of the National 
Coalition Against Pre-
scription Drug Abuse, 
Kelly Dunsmore from 
Mothers with a Purpose, 
Jason Lechner, program 
director of Muir Wood 
teen addiction treatment 
center in Petaluma, Pleas-
anton Police Chief Dave 
Spillar, and Pleasanton 
Police Officer Ryan 
Tujague.

Students are en-
couraged to attend the 
program, which is best 
suited for those in grade 
5 and up. To register for 
this free event, please 
visit pleasantonfun.com 
and enter course number 
60229.

The Community Edu-
cation Series was devel-
oped by the Community 
Services staff in conjunc-
tion with the Pleasanton 
Youth Commission to 
meet the goals of the 
Youth Master Plan. For 
more information, please 
email info@ptownlife.
org, or call (925) 931-
5359.

A colorful seascape 
now decorates a retaining 
wall at the Livermore VA 
Hospital. 

The mural, 40 feet long 
and 3 feet high, is located 
in a common area where 
veterans and their families 
can enjoy it.

David Wetherell and 
volunteers spent the last 
two years assembling the 
mosaic. All of the materials 
were donated.

Wetherell, himself a 
veteran, said, "I had vol-
unteered at the VA and had 
another project in mind. I 
hoped to build a meditation 
garden, but it would cost 
too much."

While volunteering at 
the East Bay Stand Down, 

Wetherell was approached 
by Susanne Scott, the 
volunteer services coordi-
nator. She told him, "I have 
a project for you. There is 
a retaining wall at the VA 

where we would like to put 
a mural."

Having little experi-
ence with mosaics didn't 
deter Wetherell. "I had no 
idea what I was doing," he 

stated. "I went to the inter-
net and looked for mosaic 
artists."

He found the name 
Sonia King and sent her an 
email asking how to create 
a mosaic mural. "I didn't 
expect a reply right away. 
But in ten minutes, I got a 
phone call. She was very 
helpful."

He said he found out 
later that she is a well-
known artist with a studio 
in San Francisco.

One contact provided 
by King was with Laticrete 
Construction. Wetherell 
again took to the Internet, 
shooting an email to owner 
Henry Rothberg, asking 
if his company would be 

willing to donate supplies.
The response, "Tell us 

what you need and we will 
give it to you." 

Wetherell said that he 
offered to send a form that 
would allow for a tax ex-
emption for the thousands 
of dollars in donations. 
Rothberg replied, "We're 
not doing this for the tax 
exemption. We are doing it 
because it's the right thing 
to do."

Bullrose Tile also 
stepped up to the plate, 
donating the tile.

Wetherell, with the help 
of Ruby Hooper, began the 
assembly process in his 
garage.

He said that one aspect 
of the project involved the 
veterans. Most of them 
cannot do a lot of physi-
cal work. However, they 
helped design the sealife in 
the mural, telling us what 
colors to use and where.

He and Hooper created 
the background. All of the 
pieces were assembled on 
a fiberglass mesh back-
ground, then transferred to 
the wall. He described the 
process as one of putting 
together a giant jigsaw 
puzzle.

"The whole thing was 
a lot of fun. I hope to do 
another mural at the VA. 
We're working with the 
veterans on the design. I 
want it to be theirs."

He is also looking for 
other opportunities to cre-
ate mosaic murals at other 
locations, i.e. schools, 
wineries, etc.

Wetherell can be 
contacted at 583-5299 or 
dkwetherell@att.net

Livermore Woman Makes Storybook Lesson Come Alive  
and hollering for this girl. 
Every day they begged me 
to read more," said King.

Lechner, who lives inde-
pendently in Livermore, 
has written her own story, 
which is still in manuscript. 
She shared it with the 
children. The children were 
surprised to find that they 
had so much in common 
with her, commented King.

"They were excited to 
see someone with special 
needs. They asked her 
about her favorite color, 
and about whether she 
likes Disneyland, and what 
her favorite rides are," said 
King.

"They said things like 
'That's my favorite color, 
too,' and 'Math? I love 
math, too.' They totally got 
it,'" said King.

Later the students 
talked about how they felt 
about Lechner's visit. "It's 
something to hear a story 
about a child meeting such 
challenges, but it's another 
thing to see a person talk-
ing before you who has 
faced those challenges," 
said King.

The children wrote a 
letter to Lechner, and are 
making their own book to 
give her. They put pictures 
of a computer with Disney-
land on it. One girl wrote, 

"I love that you came to 
talk to us. It was so great."

King said that Lechner 
wants to present more talks 
to young people. King will 

pass her name on to third 
grade teachers at other 
schools. 
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died at Oak Creek Care Fa-
cility in Castro Valley, CA, 
on March 1, 2015 at the age 
of 88 years.

Phyllis was a member 
of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Livermore;  a 
many year volunteer as a 
Pink Lady at Valley Memo-
rial Hospital and ValleyCare 
Medical Center  and  the 
hospital library.  She enjoyed 
golfing, tennis and swim-
ming.

Phyllis is survived by 
her son: Tom Gander of 
Oakland, CA and daughter: 
Nell Delao of Billings, MT; 
2 sisters: Linda Tuck of Tuc-
son, AZ and Teddie O’Hara 
of Little Compton, RI; 2 
grandchildren: Joey Deleo 
and Alicia Delao of Denver, 
CO;  she was preceeded 
in death by her Husband: 
James Gander in 1993.

Memorial services will 
be held on Fri., March 6 at 
3 PM at the Chapel of First 
Presbyterian Church, 2020 
Fifth St., Livermore, CA 
with the Rev., Steve Wilde 
officiating.

Contributions to the First 
Presbyterian Church, 2020 
Fifth St., Livermore, CA  
94550 or to The Cradle, 
2049 Ridge Avenue , Evan-
ston, IL  60201 would be 
appreciated by the family.

Cremation entrusted to 
Livermore Crematory at 
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 
East Ave., Livermore, CA 
with inurnment to follow at 
Memory Gardens Cemetery, 
East Ave., Livermore, CA 

Rob Costa
Nov. 18, 1964 – Feb. 22, 2015
RC Readymix Livermore

The world unexpected-
ly lost a very special man 
on Sunday afternoon. Rob 
touched the lives of many 
with his kind heart, gentle 

s m i l e , 
and giv-
ing na-
ture. He 
was born 
in Liver-
more and 
res ided 
in Tracy. 
A f t e r 
graduat-
ing ,  he 

worked for World Airways 
in Oakland, California. 
Following the closure of 
World’s Oakland facility, 
Rob began work at Liver-
more Concrete. In 1998, Rob 
ventured out and opened 
RC Readymix Co. As a 
successful businessman, he 
supported the community 
in many ways. He donated 
to Extreme Makeover Home 
Edition and supported local 
4-H members at the Alam-
eda County Fair. He helped 
the Livermore Rodeo Asso-
ciation, the Mule Deer Foun-
dation, Little League Base-
ball, Girls’ softball teams, 
Vietnam Wall, and the Little 
League World Series. 

Anyone who knew Rob 
knew what an amazing per-
son he was – Level-headed, 
sweet, and extremely loyal. 
Rob enjoyed many things 
in life, but most important 
to him were his family and 
friends. He recently cel-
ebrated 25 years of marriage 
with his wife Nicole. Rob 
was truly a hands-on father 
who enjoyed traveling the 
country to watch Jaime play 
softball and sharing his love 
of music with Krista. His 
son Robert was always by 

later moved to a shopping 
center on Railroad Avenue, 
and served several genera-
tions of Tri-Valley children.

In the late 1960s, Ivan 
bought property and built 
a vacation home at Pine 
Mountain Lake and Golf 
Course near Yosemite. “The 
Cabin” was a very popular 
destination for family and 
friends, and many a holiday 
was spent there. It was also 
the start of Ivan's long time 
love of golf.

Ivan moved to Oakdale 
in the late 1970s where he 
owned a rental business. 
He eventually relocated to 
Modesto with Edna Kruse 
and retired there for many 
years before moving in 2011 
to Heritage Estates in Liver-
more.

Ivan is survived by his 
daughter-in-law Judy Han-
sen; grandchildren Brian 
Hansen (Katie) of Santa 
Clara, Kristen Knapp (Steve) 
of Utah; great grandchildren 
Sierra and Bryce Knapp; 
many nieces and nephews; 
and his cat Tippi. He was 
preceded in death five weeks 
prior by his son, Ivan “Dar-
ryl” Hansen; Eva Hansen 
Vierra in 1996; Edna Kruse 
in 2008; and siblings Carl, 
Ing, Walt and Anna.

Services are to be held 
at Callaghan Mortuary in 
Livermore on Saturday, 
March 7th at 11:00 am.

Bernie Frederick 
Shanklin
Resident of Livermore
Aug. 13, 1965 –Jan. 28. 2015

Bernie Jr was born in 
Castro Valley Ca, at Eden 
Hospital.  

He graduated from Ten-
nyson High School class 
of 1984. After graduating 
high school, he went on to 
study business and finances, 

and ma-
jored in 
business 
c o m -
munica-
t i o n s . 
W h i l e 
a t t end-
ing San 
J o s e 
S t a t e 
Univer-

sity, Bernie was Vice Presi-
dent of Delta Sigma Phi, an 
International Coed Business 
Fraternity and graduated 
from San Jose State Univer-
sity in 1992.

After graduating from 
college, Bernie pushed him-
self to the fullest where 
he landed his first job as a 
recruiter account executive.  
He went on through life 
landing better opportunities 
as a recruiter, and enjoy-
ing what he loved. Bernie 
enjoyed spending his time 
in the outdoors, where he 
loved to go camping, fishing, 
scuba diving and skydiving. 

In 2008, Bernie’s life 
changed, a change for the 
better. Feb 10, 2008, his 
beautiful daughter was born. 
Bernie took on a new career 
as a full time father. Loving, 
and caring for his new love 
in his life, Katlyn, being the 
Best dad he could ever be. 

Bernie is survived by his 
father Bernie Sr Shanklin, 
sister Bernadette Shanklin, 
his beautiful daughter Kat-
lyn Shanklin, mother Mari-
lyn Abram, grandmother 
Judy Rego and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins.  He is 
preceded in death by his 
grandfather and grandmoth-
er, Bernie and Lois Shanklin, 
his stepfather Ugo Abram, 
and his aunt Gloria Moreira.

Family and friends are 
invited to join us in a Memo-
rial to celebrate Bernie’s life 
at The DoubleTree by Hilton 
located at 720 Las Flores 
Road Livermore, CA on 
Saturday March 14th from 
12pm to 4pm. 

A memorial fund has 
been established in Memory 
of Bernie Frederick Shank-
lin at www.gofundme.com/
BernieFShanklin

Josephine 
Catherine Goralka 

Josephine Catherine 
G o r a l k a 
(Jo) passed 
a w a y 
peacefully 
on Febru-
a r y  1 8 , 
2015 (Ash 
We d n e s -
day) sur-
rounded by 

her children. 
Josephine (Kelly) was 

born in 1927 into an Irish 

The family would like to 
thank the wonderful staff at 
ValleyCare in Pleasanton for 
their care, compassion and 
support. 

Regina Roselle 
Cusimano
Resident of Livermore, Ca.
Nov. 5, 1941-Feb. 20, 2015

Regina Roselle Cusima-
no (Jean) passed away after 
complications due to surgery. 

S h e 
l i v e d 
in  San 
Jose Ca. 
for over 
40 years 
t h e n 
m o v e d 
t o 
L i v e r -
m o r e 
for an-
o t h e r 

10 yrs. 
She is survived by her 

loving children, Felisa, 
Dana, Andrew, her treasured 
grandchildren, her siblings, 
many nieces and nephews 
and the extended family she 
adopted over the years with 
her open door policy. 

Jean was born in Brook-
lyn, NY and moved to Cal-
ifornia in the 60's. After 
raising her family, Jean pur-
sued a career in Nursing. A 
life-long student, Jean also 
achieved a degree in Horti-
culture and volunteered with 
the community garden. She 
loved reading, shopping and 
tutoring her grandchildren. 
Jean was 73 years young and 
will be missed. 

Friends and family are 
invited to Jean’s funeral to 
be held on Monday, March 
9th, 2015 at 10:00 AM, St. 
Charles Borromeo Church, 
Livermore, CA. A celebra-
tion of her life will follow.

Ivan Hansen
Resident of Livermore
Aug. 27, 1916- Feb. 27, 2015

Ivan Hansen passed away 
on Friday in Pleasanton, CA 
at the age of 98. He was born 
in Wilbur, WA, in 1916 and 
grew up on the family farm 

during the 
Great De-
pression.

A f t e r 
g r a d u a -
tion from 
W i l b u r 
H i g h 
S c h o o l , 
Ivan con-
t i n u e d 
t o  w o r k 
a t  farm-

ing and carpentry, and also 
briefly tried his hand at gold 
mining. He did not strike it 
rich, but he later became an 
avid and lifelong fan of the 
San Francisco 49ers, hav-
ing season tickets at both 
Kezar Stadium and the new 
Candlestick Park.

Prior to World War II, 
Ivan enlisted in the US 
Navy, and was selected to 
join the service in 1938. He 
was first assigned as Yeo-
man First Class for Pilot Lt. 
Butch O'Hare on the USS 
Saratoga (CV-3) serving in 
the Pacific. Butch was lost 
during the war, but is memo-
rialized by the airport named 
after him in Chicago. 

In 1939, Ivan was mar-
ried to Eva Van Sickle of  
Creston, Wa, and in 1942, 
they had a son, Ivan “Dar-
ryl” Hansen.

After the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, the Saratoga was 
sent into action near Wake 
Island, but she was nearly 
sunk by a Japanese subma-
rine, and limped back to 
Hawaii for lengthy repairs. 
During this time, Ivan was 
assigned to run the front 
desk for the military at the 
Royal Hawaiian Hotel.

Ivan was later promoted 
to Chief, and saw more ac-
tion in the Pacific on the 
aircraft carriers USS Inde-
pendence, which was torpe-
doed, and the USS Intrepid, 
which came under kamikaze 
attack. Fortunately Ivan's 
luck held, and both ships 
stayed afloat despite being 
heavily damaged.

After being Honorably 
Discharged from the Navy 
in 1946, Ivan became a 
manager for Sprouse-Reitz  
Five-and-Dime stores. He 
managed locations in Alam-
eda, Santa Clara, and finally 
Livermore, in the space now 
occupied by the First Street 
Alehouse.

In 1962, Ivan opened his 
own children's clothing store 
on First Street in Livermore. 
Hansen's Children's Wear 

Thomas Edward 
Alderson
Feb. 8, 1928 – Feb. 12, 2015

Tom Alderson, long time 
Vernalis farmer, passed 
away in Livermore after a 
long illness.

He was born in Long 
Beach, California to James 
and Clarissa (Carver) Al-
derson and worked on his 
family farms in Artesia, 
Buena Park and Anaheim 
from a young age. He gradu-
ated from Excelsior High 
School, attended Whittier 
College and graduated from 
the University of California 
at Davis where he met his 
future wife Sandra Single-
ton in 1949. They married 
in August of 1950 and on 
Thanksgiving Day Tom left 
for two years in the Army 
during the Korean War. After 
his discharge, he returned to 
the family farm in Anaheim 
and worked there until the 
opening of Disneyland in 
1956 necessitated a need to 
farm elsewhere.

Tom, Sandy and their 
family moved to Verna-
lis, California in 1958 and 
farmed there for 50 years. 
He was active in the farming 
community, in the Federated 
Church of Patterson, Lion’s 
Club, the Soil Conserva-
tion District, Vernalis 4-H, 
and the Patterson Unified 
School District Board. He 
was co-owner and on the 
board of the Vernalis Bean 
Warehouse. Also he and 
his friend and partner, Ken 
Schroeder, operated a dry 
bean harvesting business for 
25 years.

Tom is survived by his 
wife, Sandy, his daughters 
Susan (Jim) Alderson of 
Livermore, Jeanne Alder-
son of Santa Rosa and his 
son, Bill (Toni) Alderson of 
Aptos and 3 Grandsons and 
1 step Grandson: Tom Al-
derson of Campbell, James 
(Tatiana) Alderson of Davis, 
Christopher Alderson of 
Davis and Dan Robinson 
of Patterson and sister, Lois 
Montgomery of Anaheim 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.   He is predeceased by 
his parents, his sister Jean 
Howard, brother Robert and 
daughter Cathy. 

A private family service 
is planned. Memorial con-
tributions may be sent to 
Alzheimer’s Association or 
the Fertile Groundworks of 
Livermore.

Christine Helen Rapp 
Christine Helen Rapp of 

Livermore, CA died peace-
fully on February 23, 2015 
at the age of 66. 

Chris-
t i n e  i s 
preceded 
in death 
b y  h e r 
p a r e n t s 
Paul and 
H e l e n 
Gallegos, 
s i s t e r 
Rita Far-
ia, broth-

ers Larry and Anthony Gal-
legos She is survived by her 
husband of 26 years John 
Rapp of Livermore, CA; 
children, Colleen Lomolino 
of Sonora, Yvette Perez of 
Tracy, Christopher Her-
rera of Tracy, and Stepson 
Brian Rapp of Livermore; 
siblings, Lori Scott of San 
Ramon, Lynnette Gomez of 
Livermore, as well as many 
grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. 

Christine was born on 
March 6, 1948 in San Fran-
cisco, CA to Paul and Helen 
Gallegos. The Gallegos fam-
ily moved to Fremont, CA 
in 1963, where Christine 
attended Washington High 
School. Later in life Chris-
tine moved to Livermore, 
CA, which was her home for 
more than 30 years. Much of 
Christine’s career was spent 
working as an electronic 
coordinator for Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory. 

Christine lived a beauti-
ful life. She adored her fam-
ily, especially her precious 
grandchildren. She loved 
family gatherings, spending 
summers on her houseboat 
on Lake McClure, weekends 
away at the coast, and she 
was passionate about her 
quilting. She was a member 
of Amador Valley Quilt 
Guild, Jo’s Club and the 
Monday Group at In Be-
tween Stitches. She was a 
beautiful woman inside and 
out. She was loved by many 
and will be greatly missed. 
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Memoriam Policies

Obituaries are published in 
The Independent at no charge. There is a small charge 

for photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families want to honor the 

memories of their loved ones. There is a charge for 
memoriam ads,based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to  
editmail@compuserve.com

family in Chicago, her moth-
er (McGrath) being from 
county Kerry in Ireland. 
Along with her uncles, her 
father worked as a police 
officer.  Her father passed 
away when Jo was only 8 
years old, leaving her mother 
to raise her and her siblings 
Mary, Margaret and John on 
just their father’s pension.  
Education was important 
to the Kelly’s and all the 
children went to college 
and became educators in 
different ways.  St Francis 
Xavier College is where Jo 
double majored in math and 
chemistry. 

 Jo, an accomplished Irish 
dance performer, met Joseph 
John Goralka at a church 
dance and they were married 
in 1952. While Joe finished 
his military deployment in 
Japan during the Korean 
War, Jo worked as a math 
teacher in Chicago schools.  
After the war they lived on 
several military bases and 
started raising a family.   
Fifty three years ago they 
settled in Livermore and 
raised nine children. Joe 
worked as a radiologist in 
local hospitals and ran his 
own practice. Along with 
helping keep the books on 
the medical practice, Jo 
dedicated herself to family. 

The Goralka family then 
moved just outside of town 
onto a sheep/cattle ranch. 
Jo enjoyed the beautiful 
hillside views and watching 
the many birds.  Josephine 
found great comfort in her 
Catholic religion, often re-
citing the rosary and at-
tending daily mass when 
possible.   Jo and Joe loved 
to travel when they could.  
The children all remember 
several family trips to Dis-
neyland, and one in a motor 
home to the World’s Fair in 
Spokane Washington.   In 
their retirement they trav-
eled to Hawaii, Singapore, 
Spain, Italy and a very spe-
cial trip to Ireland. After 
several years of battling 
diabetes, Joe Goralka passed 
away in 1998 (Good Friday).  
Jo began to dedicate more 
of her time to volunteering, 
especially at the St. Vincent 
de Paul store in town.  

Josephine is survived by 
two sisters Margaret O’Neill 
and Mary Kelly.  Jo is fondly 
remembered as a very dedi-
cated loving wife, mother 
and grandmother by her chil-
dren: Mary Jean Goralka, Jo-
seph (Martha) Goralka, John 
Goralka, Therese (Doug) 
Goralka-Schirle, Joanne Go-
ralka, Bob (Joanne) Goralka, 
Raymond (Rod) Goralka, 
Mark (Melissa) Goralka and 
Michael (Caryn) Goralka. 
Her grandchildren: Shan-
non, Joey, John, Elizabeth, 
Nicole, Matt, Liz, Robin, 
Michelle, Pat, Chris, Nick, 
Joseph (JJ), Katarina, Alexa, 
Conner, Carter and Josie 
have many happy memories 
of times spent with their 
grandmother.

Funeral Services include 
a Wake/Rosary at 5pm on 
March 6th at Callaghan 
Mortuary, 3833 East Av-
enue, Livermore, California, 
94550 and Funeral Mass at 
10 am on March 7th at St. 
Michaels Church at 458 
Maple Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550.  

Phyllis Hardon Gander 
Phyllis Hardon Gander, a 

native of Stamford, CT and 
a valley resident since 1974, 

his side, whether at work, 
fishing, hunting or just hang-
ing out. Rob had a passion 
for S.F. Giants’ baseball, 
weekend trips to Reno, and 
hosting card games in his 
poker room at his home. He 
was an avid hunter and fish-
erman and looked forward 
to the annual Klamath River 
salmon fishing and out-of-
state deer-hunting trips with 
close friends and family. 
Rob loved to BBQ and was 
always creating new recipes 
to share with his friends. 
He had a natural gift to just 
make people smile.

Rob is survived by his 
loving wife Nicole and his 
devoted children Robert 
(Jordan), Jaime (Antonio) 
Hernandez, and Krista Lupo. 
He is also survived by his 
sister Donna, nephew Mi-
chael Camacho, and Uncle 
Bob (Ruth) Frick. Rob was 
preceded in death by his 
grandparents Bob and Eva 
Frick, parents Norm and 
Judi Costa, and sister Linda 
Lupo.

A viewing was held Tues-
day, March 3, 2015, at Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Avenue, Livermore, from 6 
to 7 PM. A celebration of 
Rob’s life was held at First 
Presbyterian Church, 2020 
Fifth Street, Livermore, on 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015, 
at 11:00 AM. Reception 
was held following the ser-
vices at Basso’s Arena, 6030 
Dagnino Road, Livermore. 
Should friends desire, con-
tributions may be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Velda Jean Maynard
7/17/1937 – 3/1/2015
25-year Livermore Resident
Born in Nebraska

Her 3 Children:  Son Ted 
Maynard and Daughter-
in-law Leslie of Arizona; 
Daughter Carrie Tejeda of 
Livermore; Son Les May-
nard and Daughter-in-law 
Therese of Livermore;

2 Sisters:  Geraldine Hen-
ry of Texas; Carla Grimsley 
and Brother-in-law Dick of 
San Mateo;

6 Grandchildren:  Re-
nesse, Johnny, Carlie, Rob-
ert, Travis and Colton;

7 Great-Grandchildren:  
Marquel, Maddie, Lane, 
Kallie, Ryder, Sterling and 
Keagan;

Several nieces and neph-
ews

A Memorial Service will 
be held at Our Savior on 
South Livermore Avenue 
on Sunday, March 8, 2015 
at 2:00PM, a reception fol-
lowing.

In lieu of flowers, please 
choose a charity of your 
choice.
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the old calendar. Miller had 
campaigned on the issue. 
The new calendar change 
had been approved by the 
teachers union as part of the 
contract with the district.

At the Feb. 24 meet-
ing, trustee Chris Grant 
reminded the board that it 
is committed to continue to 
look into a possible calendar 
revision, and also securing 
feedback concerning the 
proposal. Other trustees 
agreed.

MORE POSITIONS
ARE RESTORED

As a result of improv-
ing budget prospects for 
the coming school year, the 
board voted unanimously to 
restore more money to dif-
ferent categories that carry 
out the district's Strategic 
Plan. 

The money will fund 
such things as library ser-
vices, maintenance and op-
erations, school site support, 
technology services, instruc-
tional coaches, counseling 
services, and specialized 
school support. 

The number of full-time 
equivalent (FTE) positions 
throughout those categories 
increased to 125.8, a rise 
from the current school 

year's 115.5 FTEs. The num-
ber also surpasses the 119.2 
FTEs that were funded in the 
2007-08 school year, before 
the state began cutting funds 
to school districts during the 
Great Recession.

Funding total for the 
125.8 FTEs is $3.7 million. 
Donations from Pleasan-
ton Partnerships in Educa-
tion (PPIE) and Pleasanton 
Schools Educational En-
richment (PSEE) account 
for a fraction of the money. 
Most of the positions are 
funded by one-time money. 
However, the state may re-
new one-time monies each 
year, if it sees fit. Some of 
the program is funded by 
ongoing money, which is 
locked in automatically for 
distribution every year.

Deputy Superintendent 
Business Services Luz 
Cázares told The Indepen-
dent that the district prefers 
to use ongoing funds instead 
of one-time funding, but 
one-time funds are "prefer-
able to zero." .

Cázares said that she is 
looking forward to a time 
when there is more of a shift 
to ongoing revenues. To do 
that, the state would have 
to continue to be in an eco-

WATER
(continued from page one)

SCHOOL CALENDAR
(continued from page one)

2016, in case those periods 
turn out to be dry, too. Water 
before that period will come 
from other reservoirs, but 
will be distributed evenly, 
via a system of transfers on 
paper.

DWR said that storms 
in December and February 
helped make it possible to 
raise the supply allotment. 
As it is, the 20 percent level 
would be the second-lowest 
allocation since 1991, when 
agriculture was given no 
water, and municipal sup-
plies received 30 percent. 
Last year ended up with the 
lowest allotment, 5 percent.

nomic recovery mode. The 
governor and the Legislature 
would need to continue to 
view education as a prior-
ity," she said.

MATH MATERIALS
ARE ADOPTED

The board unanimously 
adopted math materials from 
five publishers for various 
classes and grade levels. 
They are designed to work in 
harmony with the new Com-
mon Core State Standards 
(CCSS).

Cost of the materials 
will be $1.8 million, with 
the money coming from the 
general fund and the dis-
trict's share of state lottery 
revenue.

Duane Habecker, who is 
leading the CCSS effort for 
K-5, was one of the present-
ers who talked about the new 
materials. The emphasis in 
CCSS is on understanding 
math "from the ground up," 
while traditional math was 
about "checking boxes," said 
Habecker. "It's about under-
standing math, and why it 
works. It puts us in line with 
some of the finest countries 
in the world," he said.
NEGOTIATIONS OK'D
FOR NEW WIRELESS

The board authorized 

Ahmadi and staff to negoti-
ate a contract with the IT 
Management firm for install-
ing a new wireless network 
throughout the district. The 
company submitted the ap-
parent low bid among 15 
original bidders. IT Man-
agement was among four 
bidders recommended by a 
special tech committee that 
interviewed the finalists. An-
other committee with a dif-
ferent composition narrowed 
down the original field.

IT Management's bid was 
$895,000, plus an annual 
cost of nearly $19,000. The 
other bids ranged as high as 
$2.5 million.

District Director of Tech-
nology Chris Hobbs said that 
the existing wireless system 
represents a patchwork of 
every possible vintage and 
manufacturer, every make 
and model. The district add-
ed 3000 Chromebooks over 
the past two years. However, 
the system was never de-
signed to handle the addition 
of the Chromebooks, said 
Hobbs.

Hobbs drew up a new 
tech plan to replace the 
network over a three-year 
cycle, which would cost a 
total of $6 million. How-

ever, the $6 million is not 
forthcoming soon, but the 
wireless network piece can 
be accomplished.

The board was not asked 
to approve the bid yet, be-
cause staff wants more time 
to review the contract. 

TESTING PERIODS
ARE ANNOUNCED
The schedule for Smarter 

Balance testing, which will 
be used in conjunction with 
Common Core, was an-
nounced. Grades 3 through 8 
will take English Language 
Arts and math in a time 
window between March 10 
through June 5.

The 11th grade will take 
the test sometime between 
April 23 through June 6. 
School sites have schedules, 
and are in the process of 
sending them out to their 
communities, said Mike 
Kuhfal, the district's director 
of assessment.

Kuhfal also announced 
times for Advanced Place-
ment exams. Amador Valley 
and Foothill will have a win-
dow from May 18 through 
May 29. Village High will 
administer their AP tests 
near the end of May and the 
first week in June. 

A parent forum for 11th 

grade assessment will be 
held from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
March 9 in the Pleasanton 
Middle School multipurpose 
room. Ingrid Roberson, of 
the County Office of Educa-
tion, has been invited to talk 
about the Smarter Balance 
test. 

Claudia Quezada of Cal 
State Eastbay, has been in-
vited to talk about the Early 
Assessment Program, which 
measures 11th graders' read-
iness for college-level Eng-
lish and math. 
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PET OF THE WEEK

Nose to ground, Basil is about to discover a new 

home! The chipper 3-year-old Cocker Spaniel/King 

Charles Cavalier mix has a hunch his adopter might 

be revealed during Valley Humane Society’s Home 

for the Holidays adoption event, running December 

2-31. Get a clue! Visit Basil and his friends today at 

3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through 

Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. For more info visit 

valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley 

Humane Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A rare sight in recent years was photographed in front of the Bankhead Theater. Students and teachers waiting 

for the theater to open huddled under umbrellas. Some of the students took the opportunity to splash around in 

puddles.

By Jeff Garberson

South Sudan is now home 

for a Livermore nurse who 

joined Doctors Without Bor-

ders to help deal with health 

challenges in one of the 

world’s newest and poorest 

countries.
Melissa Arons, 32, grew 

up in Livermore, where she 

played soccer for seven years 

with the Al Caffodio touring 

team. She graduated from 

Livermore High School in 

2000. College education 

included UC-Santa Cruz, 

where she earned a degree 

in politics in 2004, and then 

George Mason University in 

Virginia, where she added a 

bachelor of science degree 

in nursing four years later. 

Since then, she has trav-

eled widely. She has pro-

vided critical care nurs-

ing in Arlington, Va., and 

in New York City, helped 

Red Cross Headquarters 

Melissa Arons, Livermore nurse, now working for Doctors Without Borders in South 

Sudan

Livermore Nurse In East Africa

in Washington, D.C., plan 

disaster sheltering, taught 

English in South America 

and tended sick and injured 

patients in Haiti.

This year, she studied 

infectious diseases with the 

London School of Hygiene 

and Tropical Medicine and 

traveled to Thailand to com-

plete a thesis project on HIV 

care. 
Thus qualified, she re-

ceived her assignment from 

Doctors Without Borders 

and flew last month to South 

Sudan in eastern Africa, cre-

ated just three years ago after 

two decades of civil war. 

Doctors Without Bor-

ders is better known inter-

nationally as MSF for its 

French name, Medecins 

Sans Frontiers. Arons is 

based at MSF’s hospital in 

Lankien, in the northeastern 

state of Jonglei, along with 

(See NURSE, page 5)

Measure BB 

Received More 

Valley Support 

Than Measure 

2 Years Ago
Although only a handful 

of precincts in the Valley 

supported Measure BB with 

a two-thirds passing vote, 

the tally was enough here 

and west of the hills so that 

it passed.
Measure BB will extend 

a current one-half cent sales 

tax and add another one-

half cent to it until 2045, 

when it will sunset. Funds 

raised will be devoted to 

a variety of transportation 

projects, including local 

streets, highways, transit, 

bicycle and pedestrian trails 

and lanes. It will make a 

$400 million contribution to 

the Livermore BART exten-

sion, which has a full cost 

estimated from $800 million 

to $1.2 billion.

The $8 billion transpor-

tation measure won with 

240,557 votes, 70.7 percent 

of the total vote. Opponents 

cast 99,417 votes. Two years 

ago, a largely similar trans-

portation issue, Measure B1, 

carried only one small area 

in the Valley, a part of East 

Dublin near Interstate 580. 

Measure B1 came close 

to passing, but failed with 

66.53 percent "yes" votes, 

just short of the needed 

66.67 percent.

An on-line map on the 

Alameda County Registrar's 

web site shows that this year 

an overwhelming number 

of precincts in Berkeley 

Only 10 percent of the 

normal allocation of water 

from the State Water Project 

(SWP) will be available next 

year to Zone 7 Water Agen-

cy, as estimated by the first 

state forecast for next year.

The forecast was issued 

Dec. 1, the first regular date 

that the state Department of 

Water Resources (DWR) 

begins to look at prospects 

First Forecast of State 

Water Allotment Is Meager

for the following year. There 

will be follow-ups monthly, 

and the percentage could 

rise, or fall, said Zone 7 

general manager Jill Duerig.

The 10 percent prediction 

was double the 5 percent 

allocation forecast for this 

year at the beginning of 

December 2013. However, 

the 5 percent shrunk to a 

zero allotment prediction 

on Jan. 30, 2014. Storms in 

February and March allowed 

boosting the allocation back 

to 5 percent. However, the 

5 percent was released after 

Sept. 1, so zero allotment 

remained in effect through 

the summer.

The rain and snow last 

week, and forecasts for 

more in Northern Califor-

nia, prompted DWR to set 

the initial allocation for 2015 

at 10 percent. SWP consists 

of 29 contractors, includ-

ing Zone 7. Zone 7 relies 

on water and snowmelt in 

Northern California, espe-

cially the water that feeds 

into the reservoir at the Lake 

Oroville Dam, which is 80 

miles north of Sacramento.

Snow levels in the north-

ern Sierra are important, 

because the snowmelt con-

tributes greatly to the Oro-

ville reservoir. Oroville, a 

major reservoir in the SWP, 

has seen its levels rise after 

the recent storms from the 

all-time low it recorded last 

month. 
DWR experts said that it 

will take approximately 150 

percent of average precipita-

(See WATER, page 4)

(See MEASURE BB, page 4)

(See HOUSING, page 4)

Dublin will tell state government what it views as a dis-

connect between state-assigned Regional Housing Needs 

Allocation (RHNA) numbers and the lack of state money 

to build schools for the children who will crowd Dublin 

schools.
The council, at its meeting Nov. 18, voted 4-0, with 

Kevin Hart absent, to approve the city's general plan hous-

ing element for 2015-22. The vote included sending a letter 

to state officials to point out the conflict between the state's 

requirement for more housing, without providing more 

funding to build schools to educate the new people who 

Dublin OKs Housing Element, but Will Let 

State Know About School Funds Disconnect

will move into Dublin.

There was some discussion about whether the letters 

should go to the state Department of Housing and Com-

munity Development (HCD), which approves housing ele-

ments, or to elected representatives. A list of recipients was 

still being determined this week, said city public information 

officer Lori Taylor.

Councilmembers first suggested a letter to HCD enclosed 

with the council-approved housing element. However, 

the council consensus noted that that approach in the past 

Dublin Thanks 

Sbranti, Will 

Appoint New 

Councilmember
Dublin said goodbye to 

Mayor Tim Sbranti, hello to 

new Mayor David Haubert, 

and decided to fill Haubert's 

vacated City Council seat 

with a special appointment 

by Jan. 30, 2015.

An appl ica t ion was 

placed Wednesday on the 

city's web site, with a dead-

line of Dec. 10 set for sub-

mission of applications. 

Applicants all will be inter-

viewed publicly at a council 

meeting Dec. 16. The final-

ists would participate in a 

second round of interviews, 

perhaps at the same meet-

ing, or a continued meeting 

several days later. 

In going for appointment, 

instead of a special election 

in June, the council saved 

the city from $91,000 to 

$345,000, depending on 

whether the election would 

have been consolidated with 

other elections in Alameda 

County in June.

Supervisor Scott Hag-

gerty swore in Haubert 

as mayor, as well as re-

elected Councilmembers 

Don Biddle and Abe Gup-

ta. After Haubert took the 

oath, he nominated Gupta 

as vice-mayor, to succeed 

Biddle,who served two one-

year terms. Gupta received 

unanimous approval.

Haggerty presented a 

plaque from the County 

Board of Supervisors rec-

ognizing Sbranti's years of 

service. Haggerty paused 

near the end of his speech, 

overcome by emotion.

Other plaques and cita-

tions came from Assembly-

members Joan Buchanan 

and Susan Bonilla, Sen. 

Mark DeSaulnier, and the 

remaining councilmembers 

as a group. 
Congressman Eric Swal-

well, who served on the 

council with Sbranti, made 

an appearance via Skype at 

the beginning of the meet-

ing. He recalled Sbranti's 

mentoring, both when Swal-

New Council 

Ready to 
Begin Work 

Pleasanton said farewell 

to one councilmember, 

Cheryl Cook-Kallio, and 

welcomed a new one, Arne 

Olson. In addition, oaths of 

office were administered 

to Mayor Jerry Thorne and 

Councilmember Kathy Na-

rum, who were re-elected in 

November.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio had 

difficulty choking back tears 

as she talked about her 8 

years in office. “I’ve learned 

so much about the quality of 

this community while serv-

ing on the council.” At the 

end of the day, she said that 

she knew that her actions 

were right, although they 

may not have been popular 

or expedient.

Cook-Kallio said that as 

a councilmember you hear 

praise from some members 

of the community and harsh 

criticism from others. I re-

alized that it was about the 

issues, although some of the 

remarks are hard to hear. 

She noted, “Democracy 

(See PLEASANTON, page 4)

(See DUBLIN, page 4)
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500512
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Knowetry 
Consulting, 1020 Serpentine 
Ln, Ste 109, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Stacy Parson, 2169 Arlington 
Way, San Ramon, CA 94582
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/1/2009.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Stacy Parson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3753.  Published February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500669
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Vision Cube 
Entertainment, 473 Armida 
Ct,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jamie Hartz, 473 Armida Ct, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jamie Hartz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 27, 2015. Expires 
January 27, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3755.  Published  February 
12, 19, 26, March 5, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501049
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Pythoness 
Press, 1968 Jonquil Cmn,  
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Anne Margaret Manay, 1968 
Jonquil Cmn, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Anne Margaret Manay
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 5, 2015. Expires 
February 5, 2020.

The Independent Legal No. 
3756.  Published  February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 446782

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Accuvision Optometry, 2580 
Old 1st St, Livermore, CA 
94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement being abandoned 
was filed on 1/14/2011 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Viyada Joy Michelsen, 1065 
Wesley Ct #6, Walnut Creek, 
CA 94597
 Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Viyada J. Michelsen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3757. Published February 19, 
26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500907
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Accuvision 
Eyecare Optometry, 2580 
Old 1st St., Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Accuvision Eyecare Optom-
etry, 2580 Old 1st St., Liver-
more, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 01/01/2015.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: R. John Michelsen, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 2, 2015. Expires 
February 2, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3758.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501198
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Passionate 
About Porcelain, 5793 Arlene 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Catherine Ann Houf, 5793 
Arlene Way, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 07/15/2005.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Catherine Ann Houf

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on February 9, 2015. Expires 
February 9, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3759.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500834
The following person(s) doing 
business as: American Cus-
tom Contractors, 2121 West-
brook Lane, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Kerry Lee Kiernan, 2121 
Westbrook Lane, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 10/3/2002.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kerry Lee Kiernan
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 30, 2015. Expires 
January 30, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3760.  Published February 
19, 26, March 5, 12, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501381
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: A Cut 
Above Construction, 2658  
5th  Street,  Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Kyle Daniel Plotz, 2658  5th  
Street, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kyle Plotz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 17, 2015. 
Expires February 17, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3761.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501327
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: SNR Legal 
Assistant Services, 546 Tyler 
Ave.,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Susan Randi, 546 Tyler Ave., 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Susan Randi
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 13, 2015. 
Expires February 13, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3762.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501380
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Totally FUN-
draising, 2442 Research 
Drive,  Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Sherry M. Lemas, 1220 Hill-
crest Ave, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Sherry M. Lemas
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 17, 2015. 
Expires February 17, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3763.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501355
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Lemongrass 
Thai Restaurant, 2216 First 
St., Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Kanitta Manyasthien, 3029 
Carlson Blvd., El Cerrito, 
CA 94530
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kanitta Manyasthien
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 13, 2015. 
Expires February 13, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3764.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 501624
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Jetson Promo-
tions, 970 Bellflower St., 
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mark Aaron Handelman, 970 
Bellflower St., Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Mark Handelman

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on February 23, 2015. 
Expires February 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3765.  Published  February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500497
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Monarch 
Counseling Services, 2068 
1st St, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Heather Corbett Ford, 2068 
1st St, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 6/16/2004.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Heather Corbett Ford
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3766.  Published February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 500531
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Law Offices of 
Matthew B. Ford, 2068 1st 
St, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Matthew B. Ford, 2068 1st St, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1/29/2000.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Matthew Ford
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2015. Expires 
January 23, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3767.  Published February 
26, March 5, 12, 19, 2015. 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
 Case No. HG15760177

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA,

COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
TO ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS:
  
1.Petitioner:
Rajan Sohal 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name:
Ahana Monga Sohal
Proposed Name:
Aahana Monga Sohal

  
2.THE COURT ORDERS 
that all persons interested 
in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause, 
if any, why the petition for 
change of name should 
not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name 
changes described above 
must file a written objection 
that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least 
two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not 
be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
a.  Date: 5/8/2015
Time:    8:45 AM   
Dept:   503
b. The address of the court is:
Hayward Hall of Justice
24405 Amador Street
Hayward, CA  94544

3.a. A copy of  this Order To
Show Cause shall be pub-
lished at least once each 
week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in 
the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 
in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First St
Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: February 26, 2015
/s/: Winifred Y. Smith
Judge of the Superior Court

The Independent 
Legal No. 3768.
Published March 5, 12, 19, 
26, 2015.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
 Case No. HG15760185

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA,

COUNTY OF ALAMEDA
TO ALL INTERESTED

PERSONS:
  
1.Petitioner:
Supriya Sohal 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name:
Supriya Sohal
Proposed Name:
Supriyaa Sohal
  
2.THE COURT ORDERS that
all persons interested in this
matter appear before this 
court
at the hearing indicated 

below to show cause, if 
any, why the petition for 
change of name should 
not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name 
changes described above 
must file a written objection 
that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least 
two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not 
be granted. If no written 
objection is timely filed, the 
court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
a.  Date: 5/8/2015
Time:    8:45 AM   
Dept:   503
b. The address of the court is:
Hayward Hall of Justice
24405 Amador Street
Hayward, CA  94544

3.a. A copy of  this Order To
Show Cause shall be pub-
lished at least once each 
week for four successive 
weeks prior to the date set 
for hearing on the petition in 
the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 
in this county:
The Independent Newspaper
2250 First St
Livermore, CA 94550

Dated: February 26, 2015
/s/: Winifred Y. Smith
Judge of the Superior Court

The Independent 
Legal No. 3769.
Published March 5, 12, 19, 
26, 2015.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at   
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.   On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD 
Call  (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE
115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

ESTATE SALE
Friday, March 6 & 
Saturday, March 7
8:00AM - 3:00PM

Conducted by LAS Guild
CASH ONLY

Large appliances, China 
cabinets, Morgantown 
dining set, Comfortable 
chairs, Custom sectional 
sofa, Patio, Jewelry, Art, 
much more. 

Harding Street
Livermore

Follow signs from East 
Ave or Mines Rd

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
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PLEASANTON   $2,395,000

788 Vineyard Terrace  |  6bd/7ba
Moxley Team  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $1,199,000

2743 San Minete Dr  |  4bd/3(2)ba
Linda Futral  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $979,000

4825 Del Valle Pkwy  |  4bd/2ba
Mark Kotch  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $649,000

530 Lorren Way  |  4bd/2.5ba
Linda Futral  |  925.251.1111

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00PM

PLEASANTON   $2,990,000

6010 Alisal Street  |  4bd/3(2)ba
Moxley Team  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $975,000

2594 Sanderling Dr  |  4bd/3ba
Tim McGuire  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $727,950

1886 Meadow Glen Dr  |  5bd/3ba
Gail Henneberry  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

SAN RAMON   $1,050,000

9981 Torreon Ave  |  5bd/2(1)ba
Emily Barraclough  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

DUBLIN   $465,000

4265 Clarinbridge Circ  |  2bd/2ba
Moxley Team  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $499,000

132 Selby Ln #12  |  2bd/2(1)ba
Sally Blaze  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $655,000

1170 Sapphire Dr  |  3bd/2ba
Moxley Team  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $399,950

4603 Apple Tree Common  |  2bd/2ba
Kelly King  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

Alain Pinel Realtors

YOUR FOUNDATION

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Pleasanton/Livermore Valley   925.251.1111

Photo Contest
More than 900 different 

plants and animals make their 
home on Mount Diablo and in 
its surrounding parks.  Local 
non-profit Save Mount Diablo 
works to protect this biodiver-
sity hotspot.  Many people live 
in the shadow of the mountain 
who don’t realize that it needs 
help.  Save Mount Diablo is 
seeking photos from students, 
kindergarten through 12th grade 
in Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties.

This year a student judge, 
last year’s grand prize winner 
Allen Abbott, will join the three 
photography judges to help 
represent the next generation.   

Allen will be judging with 
photographer and Save Mount 
Diablo’s President of the Board 
of Directors Scott Hein, Rob-
ert Picton an award-winning 
photographer with Jessamyn 
Photography, and Hank Perry 
photographer, contest creator 
and President of Empire Realty 
Associates in Danville, which 
also generously supports the 
contest with volunteers and for 
the gallery opening. 

The free contest raises 
awareness about Save Mount 
Diablo’s work and encour-
ages students to visit their local 
natural parks, explained Save 
Mount Diablo’s Communica-
tions Manager Beryl Anderson.  

 Photos are due April 15th.  
Visit www.SaveMountDiablo.
org for more information or 
to enter.

New Service
UNCLE Credit Unionis 

making it easier than ever for 
members to send money to 
almost anyone with its recently 
launched money transfer ser-
vice, Send Money, powered by 
PayPal™. Send Money is the 
latest in a series of new features 
offering UNCLE members en-
hanced access to 24/7 financial 
services—allowing them to 
complete transactions anytime, 
anywhere from devices such as 
their smartphone, iPad or other 
tablet computer.

In addition to Send Money, 
the Credit Union’s online and 
mobile features include eDe-
posit (electronic check deposit), 
the free financial management/
budgeting tool My Money 
Tracker, a way to view real-time 
account information via a text 
message using TextMe and the 

ability to transfer money to ac-
counts at other institutions using 
Account-to-Account Transfer.

College Success
The Livermore Public Li-

brary invites local eighth graders 
and high school freshmen to 
attend a workshop on “Making 
High School Work for You for 
College Success.” This free 
event will take place Sunday, 
March 22, 2015, from 2:00 pm to 
4:00 pm in the Storytime Room 
of the Civic Center Library, 
1188 South Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore. Students must be in 
eighth or ninth grade to attend. 
Registration is required by call-
ing 925-373-5505.

During the workshop, stu-
dents will be given an overview 
of college admission criteria, be 
motivated by real-life examples 
and participate in a variety of ac-
tivities.  Join Jackie Stamps, an 
independent college admissions 
advisor located in Livermore; 
Joan Thomas, founder of Col-
lege Mapping; and, Stephanie 
Adkins, founder of Open Gate 
College Advising for an after-
noon that will help turn your 
interests and hobbies into a suc-
cessful high school career and 
a powerful college application.

For questions or more in-

formation, please call Jennifer 
at 925-373-5576, or visit the 
library website:  www.livermo-
relibrary.net.

Science Bowl
For the eighth year in a row, 

students from Hopkins Junior 
High School in Fremont, Calif., 
will represent California at the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s 
(DOE’s) National Science Bowl 
in Washington, D.C. The team 
won the Sandia National Labo-
ratories Regional Middle School 
Science Bowl at Las Positas 
College on Saturday, Feb. 21.

The students representing 
Hopkins Junior High School 
are Pranshu Chaturvedi, Andrew 
Chen, Jonathan Ko, Patrick 
Liu, and Aadhithya Pillai. San 
Ramon’s Gale Ranch Middle 
School finished second, and 
Pleasanton’s Thomas S. Hart 
Middle School took third place.

A total of 24 teams from 
Northern California middle 
schools participated in the event. 
Students answered questions 
related to biology, chemistry, 
earth and space science, en-
ergy, mathematics, and physics 
during the fast-paced, all-day, 
Jeopardy-style competition.

The Hopkins Junior High 
School team will receive an 

all-expenses-paid trip to Wash-
ington, D.C., to compete against 
top teams across the nation at the 
DOE National Science Bowl in 
late April. The school has won 
the DOE National Science Bowl 
two times – in 2009 and 2012. In 

2010, 2011, and 2013, Hopkins 
finished in third place.

DOE created the National 
Science Bowl in 1991 to encour-
age students to excel in math and 
science and pursue careers in re-
lated fields. More than 200,000 

students have participated in the 
National Science Bowl since its 
inception. Sandia/California 
began coordinating the Regional 
Middle School Science Bowl 
in 2004 and the Regional High 
School Science Bowl in 1992.
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It's time to don green to commemo-
rate St. Patrick’s Day with the City of 
Dublin at its 32nd Annual St. Patrick’s 
Day Celebration, March 14 – 15.

The weekend festivities will begin 
on Friday evening, March 13, with 
dinner and dancing to live music at the 
annual Green and White Gala, hosted 
by the Dublin Sister City Association. 
The event will take place at the Shan-
non Community Center, 11600 Shan-
non Avenue, with a no-host bar “Irish 
Happy Hour” commencing at 6:00 PM, 
followed by dinner at 7:00 PM. Tickets 
are $65 per person and must be pur-
chased in advance either at http://www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/1198133 
or by calling 1(800) 838-3006 and 
using extension #1. For more informa-
tion, please call (925) 899-4771.

On Saturday, March 14, revelers can 
start their morning with a big stack of 
hot “green” pancakes served fresh off 
the griddle at the Annual Firefighter’s 
Pancake Breakfast. Breakfast will 
include pancakes, eggs, sausage, juice, 
and coffee. It will be served beginning 
at 7:00 AM at Fire Station #16, located 
at Donohue Drive and Amador Valley 
Boulevard. Tickets can be purchased at 
the door for $5 per person. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Alameda County 
Fire Fighters Association-Local 55 
Charity Fund, which supports local 
non-profit and community-based orga-
nizations.

Afterwards, the Dublin Lions Club 
will present the 32nd Annual St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade. Guests are encour-
aged to bring their own chairs and 
blankets or take a seat in the parade 
grandstand, located at 7400 Amador 
Valley Boulevard. Over 80 entries, 
featuring festive marching bands and 

floats, Irish bagpipes, equestrian riders 
and much more, will step-off promptly 
at 9:30 AM onto Dublin Boulevard from 
Amador Plaza Road. The route contin-
ues east on Dublin Boulevard, north on 
Village Parkway, and west on Amador 
Valley Boulevard, ending near the Dub-
lin Senior Center.

The 32nd Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Festival takes place on Saturday and 
Sunday, March 14 and 15, from 10:00 
AM to 5:00 PM, at the Dublin Civic 
Center, 100 Civic Plaza. There will be 
plenty of good green fun at this year’s 
event, including 3 stages of authentic 
Irish music and dance, 250 craft and 
commercial vendors, including an Irish 
Marketplace, an Irish Tea Cottage, 
plenty of delicious Irish food and bever-
age, and carnival rides for all ages. New 
this year will be the game of rugby, an 
Irish favorite, played throughout the day 
on Saturday.

• Entertainment at the festival will in-
clude two stages of Celtic music ranging 
from high-energy Celtic rock to tradi-
tional Irish Pub music to Celtic Harp 
and iconic bagpipes. On the Main Stage, 
with performances on both Saturday and 
Sunday, “Stand Easy,” led by award-
winning singer/songwriter John McLean 
Allan, will feature a powerful blend of 
original and traditional songs with bag-
pipe/rock instrumentals. Also appear-
ing on the Main Stage will be the high 
energy LeperKhanz, offering an exotic 
mix of Irish fiddle, reggae, sea shanty, 
disco, and rock. Molly’s Revenge, The 
Black Irish, Avalon Rising, and the 
USAF Irish ensemble, known as the 
Blue Yonders, will round out the line-up 
on the Pub and Main Stages, along with 
The Elderberries and Bicycle Irish in the 

March 14-15 in 
Dublin - Time to 

Think Green

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Playing while waiting for the parade at last year's festivities.

(continued on page 6)
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Controversial New York 
Times multiple-Bestselling 
author Garry Wills will 
appear at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton on 
March 18 at noon.

Winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize for his book Lincoln 
at Gettysburg, Wills  will 
discuss his latest book, 
The Future of the Catholic 
Church with Pope Francis. 
Wills will speak and read 
excerpts, conduct a ques-
tion and answer session, 
and sign books.

Books are available 
to purchase at the event, 
courtesy of Towne Center 
Books. 

In his study, he gives 
seven examples of deep 
and serious changes that 
have taken place (or are 
taking place) within the last 
century. None of them was 
effected by the pope all by 
himself.

As Wills contends, it 
is only by examining the 
history of the Church that 

Museum on Main will welcome Hearst Castle 
Historian Victoria Kastner to the monthly Ed Kin-
ney Speaker Series “An Evening with…”at the 
Firehouse Arts Center for a 7 p.m. program on Tues-
day, March 10.

Journey to the Pacific palace of William Ran-
dolph Hearst with Kastner, historian for the Califor-
nia State Park of Hearst Castle since 1979. Author 
of three books on the Hearst property, Kastner will 
share her knowledge and appreciation for the archi-
tecture, landscaping, and the many people involved 
in the property, from its owner William Randolph 
Hearst, to architect Julia Morgan, and it’s many 
guests. Kastner will also address the Pleasanton 
connection to the Hearst family.

All events are general seating at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566. Tickets are $10 General Admission, $7 
Seniors (65+)/Students (with valid ID), $5 Mem-
bers. Tickets may be purchased online at www.
museumonmain.org, at Museum on Main during 
regular operating hours or by phoning the museum 
at (925) 462-2766. Tickets purchased by phone 
and online will be available for pick up at Will Call 
in the lobby of the Firehouse Arts Center on the 
evening of the event. Tickets may be available at the 
event subject to availability. Cash, check, Visa and 
MasterCard accepted.

For more information on the Ed Kinney Speak-
ers Series visit www.museumonmain.org or phone 
Museum on Main at (925) 462-2766.

The Bankhead The-
ater will be filled with the 
humor, music and mayhem 

Historian Victoria Kastner will discuss Hearst 
Castle, San Simeon. we can understand Pope 

Francis’s and the Church’s 
challenges, and, as history 
shows, any changes that 
meet those challenges will 
have impact only if the 
Church, the people of God, 
support them. In reading 
the Church’s history, Wills 
considers the lessons Pope 
Francis seems to have 
learned. The challenge 
that Pope Francis offers 
the Church is its ability to 

undertake new spiritual ad-
ventures, making it a poor 
church for the poor, after 
the example of Jesus.

Wills is a historian and 
the author of the New York 
Times bestsellers What 
Jesus Meant, Papal Sin, 
Why I Am a Catholic, and 
Why Priests?, among oth-
ers. A frequent contributor 
to The New York Review 
of Books and other publica-
tions, Wills is a Pulitzer 

Prize winner and a profes-
sor emeritus at Northwest-
ern University. He lives in 
Evanston, Illinois.

Tickets are $10 online at 
www.firehousearts.org, and 
in person at the Firehouse 
Box Office: 4444 Rail-
road Avenue, Pleasanton, 
or 925-931-4848. Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 12:00 
noon-6:00pm and Satur-
days 10:00am-4:00pm. 
Tickets are also available at 
the door if not sold out.

of Jake and Elwood Blues 
when “The Official Blues 
Brothers Revue” arrives on 

Saturday evening, March 
7, 2015. Classics from the 
film such as “Soul Man,” 

“Rubber Biscuit,” and 
“Gimme Some Lovin’ pay 

Author to Speak about Future of Catholic Church

Official Blues Brothers Revue at the Bankhead

(continued on page 3)

Hearst Castle Historian 
Next in Speaker Series 

at the Firehouse

Garry Wills to speak at Firehouse Arts Center.
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B A N K H E A D  T H E A T E R  14 /15

BUY TICKETS 
call  925.373.6800     

click  bankheadtheater.org      

come by  2400 First Street, Livermore

Cirque Zuma Zuma 
ASTONISHING AFRICAN ACROBATICS
Thu MAR 5 7:30pm

Riders In The Sky 
AMERICA’S FAVORITE COWBOYS
Fri MAR 6 8pm

Official Blues Brothers Revue
PRESENTED BY: DAN AYKROYD & JUDY BELUSHI
Sat MAR 7 8pm

Lucia di Lammermoor
LIVERMORE VALLEY OPERA
Sat MAR 14, 21 7:30pm
Sun MAR 15, 22 2pm

An Evening with Marthe Cohn
BEHIND ENEMY LINES: 
A FRENCH JEWISH SPY IN NAZI GERMANY
Tue MAR 17 7:30pm

In the Mood 
1940S BIG BAND MUSICAL REVIEW
Tue MAR 24 2 & 7:30pm

In the Mood, a show for 
Hepcats, Lindy Hoppers 
and lovers of Swing Jazz, 
the brassy, all-singing, all 
dancing, will be performed 
at the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore on March 24 for 
two shows.

Curtain time is 2 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. 

This all-American 1940s 
musical revue will include 
such songs as "Chattanooga 
Choo Choo" and "Sing, 
Sing, Sing." Complete 
with authentic costumes 

and choreography, the 
show celebrates America’s 
greatest generation through 
the jazzy, sentimental and 
patriotic music of Glenn 
Miller, Tommy Dorsey, 
Artie Shaw, Benny Good-
man, Harry James, Erskine 

Hawkins, The Andrews 
Sisters, Frank Sinatra and 
other idols of the 1940s. 

 In The Mood features 
a cast of nineteen on stage 
with the String of Pearls 
Big Band Orchestra plus 
the six-member In the 
Mood Singers & Dancers.

 Gerardo "Jerry" Sala-
zar, Account Executive-San 
Antonio Express News, 
writes, "I had the oppor-
tunity to attend the 'In the 
Mood' show and had the 
time of my life. The Danc-
ers and the singers where 
top shelf. I also appreciated 
that they recognized the 
military in the audience. At 
the end of the show, all of 
the audience stood up and 
cheered. It was truly a great 
evening to reminisce and 
remember when times were 
so great to be alive." 

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office, 
online at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

energy [that] blows the roof 
off.” 

The characters of 
“Joliet” Jake and Elwood 
Blues were created by John 
Belushi and Dan Aykroyd 
in 1978 as part of a musical 
sketch for “Saturday Night 
Live.” Jake and Elwood 
were imagined as front men 
for a fictitious American 
blues and soul band, two 
brothers who had been in 
trouble with the law, but 
whose optimistic view of 
life could not be crushed. 
With sun in their shades 
and a full tank of gas, Jake 
and Elwood cruised out 
of town to learn the blues 

from the best. Following 
the soulful rhythms across 
the state, they delivered 
their irresistible blues style 
in bars and clubs, luring 
other musicians in with 
their infectious music, and 
dodging plenty of trouble 
along the way. 

Between 1978 and 1981, 
Aykroyd and Belushi took 
Jake, Elwood and the Blues 
Brothers band on a tour of 
concert halls worldwide 
and their film debut in 1980 
became a cult classic. Jake 
and Elwood’s irreverent 
and irrepressible characters 
captivated audiences, mak-
ing the story of the Blues 

Brothers a true cultural 
phenomenon, and a musi-
cal, comedic, and cinematic 
legend. After Belushi’s 
death, Aykroyd and Judy 
Belushi, together with 
music director Paul Shaf-
fer, created “The Official 
Blues Brothers Revue,” 
recapturing the sense of 
those original live concerts 
with all the music, comedy 
and dance moves that made 
Jake and Elwood endear-
ing from the start. Tickets 
to see “The Official Blues 
Brothers Revue” at the 
Bankhead Theater are $42 
and $60 for adults and $16 
for students. 

“The Official Blues 
Brothers Revue” is one of 
a number of shows in this 
year’s LVPAC Presents 
Comedy Series. Coming up 
on March 26th, Chicago’s 
legendary comedy group 
returns in “The Second 
City Hits Home.” Known 
for launching the careers 
of such comedic all-stars 
as Tina Fey, Bill Murray, 
Stephen Colbert, and Steve 
Carell, the Second City 
is considered a national 

treasure. “Second City Hits 
Home” is an evening of 
side-splitting entertainment 
that puts a special home-
town twist on the latest 
headlines and hot button 
issues.

The Bankhead The-
ater is located at 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office, 
online at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

homage to Chicago’s rich 
history of blues, gospel and 
soul music, delivered in a 
live concert experience. 

Wayne Catania (as Jake) 
and Kieron Lafferty (as 
Elwood) are the only duo 
officially chosen by Dan 
Aykroyd and Judy Belushi 
to don the trademark hat 
and sunglasses and walk in 
the footsteps of the legend-
ary Blues Brothers. With 
the high-energy Intercon-
tinental Rhythm & Blues 
Revue Band, they create 
a zany live music show 
the Chicago Sun Times 
described as filled with 
“infectious and unbridled 

BLUES BROTHERS REVUE
(continued from page 2)

In the Mood Harkens Back to 
the Big Band Sounds

Music and dance create In the Mood.
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Livermore resident 
Lynn Monica has won an 
Award of Merit from the 
IndieFEST Film Awards 
in the Disability Issues 
category. 

The award was given 
for Monica’s documentary 
film, Special Siblings. 

The documentary short 
film tells the story of two 
siblings, one has special 
needs, the other does not. 
Both are very special peo-
ple. The film, about Jessica 
and Jacob Elfin, focuses on 
their relationship, and the 
love they share for each 
other. The documentary 
was produced and directed 
by their step-mom Monica.

She states, “I wanted to 
share a perspective on the 
differences, challenges, 
and love between special 

Livermore Valley College Preparatory held its 4th Annual "Festival of Short Play" Feb. 
19-21. Plays were directed by Mariel Chiong, Sasha King, Shannon Lassard, Henry 
Wanat, Grace Wilkins, Camille Zaug. Performers included Lamisa Ahmed, David Baker, 
Jack Barron, Hayley Bell, Seth Benton, Alyssa Bong, Gillian Bong, Marianne Calub, 
Mikko Hallikainen, Megan Lucas, Bonnie Masterman, Sophie Morgan, Tessa Mullins, 
Baily Musto, Madison Osborn, Coleman Parkerson, Grace Piazza, Sierra Sandoval, 
Nick Sobrepena, Zac Turner, and Jonathan Weiss. Photo - John King

needs individuals and their 
siblings. I am very happy 
and honored to see how 
well the film has been 
received.”

This is Monica’s first 
film. It was developed dur-
ing a workshop at the San 
Francisco School of Digital 
Filmmaking. Monica, an 
independent digital prod-
uct/marketing consultant, 
plans to continue with film 
production. 

She serves on the Board 
VP of Sunflower Hill, a 
local non-profit working to 
develop a community for 

special needs adults (www.
sunflowerhill.org). 

The film can be viewed 
on the Special Siblings 
YouTube page youtu.be/
DmrSyunhcY0 or Face-
book page www.facebook.
com/specialsiblings2. For 
more information please 
contact Lynn Monica at 
lmmonica@att.net. 

The IndieFEST Film 
Awards recognizes film, 
television, videography and 
new media professionals 
who demonstrate excep-
tional achievement in craft 
and creativity, and those 
who produce standout en-
tertainment or contribute to 
profound social change. 

Information about the 
IndieFEST and a list of re-
cent winners can be found 
at www.theindiefest.com.

The Las Positas College Theater Arts Department will open the musical Cabaret on Fri-
day, April 10, at 8:00 p.m. in the Barbara F. Mertes center for the Arts Black Box Theatre, 
located at 3000 Campus Hill Drive, Livermore.

The original production of Cabaret, directed by Harold Prince and choreographed by 
Ron Field, opened on Nov. 20, 1966 at the Broadhurst Theatre in Manhattan. 

Cabaret will be presented in Las Positas College’s Black Box Theater April 10, 11, 17, 
and 18 at 8 pm, and April 12 and 19, at 2 pm. 

Tickets are $15, General Admission; and $10 for Students and Seniors. Tickets are 
available at the door, (cash and checks only); or at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/1085049. There is a modest parking fee on Friday and Saturday performances.

Carol Kinnard, a Master 
Teacher for the nation’s 
leading provider of engi-
neering curriculum, will 
be the featured speaker on 
Thursday, March 19, at 
7:00 p.m. at the Livermore 
Civic Center Library, 1188 
South Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore. 

Kinnard will be speak-
ing about “Women and 
Technology” in celebra-
tion of Women’s History 
Month. The event is co-
sponsored by the American 
Association of University 
Women (AAUW) and the 
Livermore Library.

Kinnard, a Computer 
Science teacher at Liver-
more’s Granada High 
School, was recognized by 
the White House for her 
work with “Project Lead 
the Way.” She was selected 
as one of one hundred 

teachers making a differ-
ence in the field of com-
puter science. The goal of 
the national organization, 
“Project Lead the Way,"is 
to build interest in comput-
er science and educate the 
country’s future workforce.

Kinnard, the Technical 
Leader for Google in Edu-
cation at Granada, serves 
on the district technology 

team. She is a dedicated 
teacher who inspires her 
students and helps them 
understand the fundamen-
tals of computer science. 
Kinnard was awarded San-
dia National Labs’ STEM 
Teacher of the Year Award 
in 2014.

Kinnard began teach-
ing in 2004 after working 
as a computer engineer 
for fifteen years at such 
companies as Lockheed, 
Sun Microsystems, and 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Lab.

The public is invited 
to attend this very special 
event. For further informa-
tion contact either AAUW 
at www.aauw-lpd.org or 
(925) 443-7957, or the 
Livermore Library at www.
livermorelibrary.net or 
(925) 373-5500.

.

AAUW-Sponsored Talk to Focus 
on Women in Technology

'Cabaret' to Be Performed at Las Positas College

Documentary Honored in IndieFEST Film Awards
Jessie and Jake on Mt. Tam

Carol Kinnard
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Lisa Rigge will be the 
demonstrator on Monday, 
March 9, at 7:30 PM, at the 
Pleasanton Art League and 
Livermore Art Association 
general meeting. It will be 
held at the Cultural Arts 
Building, 4455 Black Av-
enue, Pleasanton. 

Lisa, an award-winning 
photographer, specializes 
in hand tinting black and 
white photographs. She will 
begin the program with 
a slide show explaining 
the early methods of hand-
tinting photographs. She 
will discuss the process of 
hand-tinting today’s digital 
photographs, including the 
best materials to use. She 
will have materials on-hand 
for a brief demonstration and 
to have the public practice 
the process for themselves.

Lisa began her photog-
raphy career in the 1980’s 
when she studied darkroom 

Pictured are three famous Livermore residents who were part of the Murder Mystery at 
the Duarte Garage on Saturday, February 21. They are Joaquin Murrieta, the infamous 
bandit (Dennis Logsdon), William Mendenhall, the founder of Livermore (Eric Wood) 
and Robert Livermore himself, owner of the land grant known as Las Positas, which 
later became the city of Livermore (Jeff Kaskey). Kaskey is also President of the 
Livermore Heritage Guild, which sponsored the night of food, fun and murder. Photo - 
Bill Nale 

work at the MIT Minor 
White Photography Lab. 
Upon moving to Califor-
nia, she took numerous 
courses at Chabot College 
in Hayward and at the UC 
Santa Cruz Photography/
Arts Continuing Education 
Department. She took work-

shops at Anderson Ranch in 
Colorado and through Santa 
Fe Workshops. Lisa was 
Photography Coordinator 
at the Alameda County Fair 
for several years, as well as 
a teacher of Photography 
through Adult Education. 

 Hindu Community and Cultural Center ( HCCC) in 
Livermore will celebrate Holi - festival of colors.

The free event will be held from 11 a.m to 3 p.m. on 
Sat., March 7.

Holi is festival that celebrates the victory of good over 
evil and a celebration of arival of spring. It's the festival 
of colors and happiness.- a free for all carnival of colors, 
where participants play, chase and color each other with 
dry color powder.

There will be a DJ, music & dance, food, games and 
other stalls. HCCC will provide dry colors.

Pre-registration by sending an email with name and 
number of attendees to holi@livermoretemple.org.

Hindu Community to Host 
Holi - Festival of Colors

She believes that pho-
tography is an art which 
requires the marriage of 
individual perception and 
technical expertise. With 
the advent of digital pho-
tography, she believes it is 
even more important and 
difficult to establish one’s 
photographic voice. Her 
photographs have received 
numerous awards on both 
the local and national level.

 

Rigge to Demonstrate Hand Tinting Photos at Meeting

Regretfully Yours by Lisa Rigge
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Tea Cottage. 
The Irish 
Dance Stage 
will show-
case the Mc-
Grath Irish 
Dancers on 
Saturday and 
the McBride 
School of 
Irish Dance 
on Sunday.

• The Arts & Crafts fair 
will showcase a variety of 
talented artists. There will 
also be an “Irish Market-
place,” specializing in 
unique Celtic artwork, Irish 
tartans, beautiful Celtic 
jewelry, handmade pewter 
goblets and steins, delec-
table Irish whiskey cakes 
and candies, genuine 4-leaf 
clover jewelry, and much 
more.

• The Celtic Food Court 
will serve up traditional 
Irish favorites, such as 
corned beef with cabbage, 
Irish bangers and mash, 
and, of course, fish and 
chips. Irish-inspired spe-
cialties, such as the corned 
beef sliders with cheddar 
and spicy slaw, and Irish 
Egg Rolls with horseradish 
sauce will also be on the 
menu. Authentic Guinness, 
Harp, and Smithwicks will 
be served on tap, as well as 
virgin Irish coffee. For des-
sert, the menu will include 
Irish Crème Brulee, green 
shamrock-shaped fun-
nel cakes, and shamrock 
mint shakes topped with 
Bailey’s whipped cream. A 
host of traditional festival 
foods and international 
choices will also be avail-
able.

• Visitors craving a 
wee bit of Ireland can step 
inside the cozy Irish Tea 
Cottage to enjoy lively 
music along with a steam-
ing cup of authentic Irish 
tea served in genuine china 
cups, and tasty shortbread 
and scones.

• The Car-
nival will of-
fer rides and 
attractions for 
guests of all 
ages.

• New this 
year, visitors 
can watch 
a popular 
pastime on 
the Emerald 

Isle -- the game of rugby. 
Matches will be played 
continuously throughout 
the day on Saturday, from 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, 
on field #5 at the Dublin 
Sports Grounds. Local Tri-
Valley teams will compete 
against teams from as far 
away as Sacramento.

On Sunday, March 15, 
the City of Dublin will host 
the 17th Annual Shamrock 
5K Fun Run and Walk. The 
race begins at 8:30 AM 
along Dublin Boulevard 
near the Civic Center, and 
winds its way through 
town, finishing at the 
festival with live music, 
awards, and giveaways for 
participants. Participants 
can register in advance by 
March 12 at www.active.
com. For race information, 
please call (925) 556-4500.

Festival admission is 
free. Free parking will 
also be available nearby. 
Visitors can ride BART 
to either the East or West 
Dublin BART Stations 
and connect directly to the 
front entry of the Festival 
by taking Wheels Bus 
Route #10 and collecting 
the special pass available 
during the weekend of 
the event. Free and secure 
bike parking will also be 
available onsite at the Bike 
Valet.

All festivities will be 
held rain or shine. Please 
call (925) 556-4500 or visit 
www.DublinStPats.com for 
more information.

DUBLIN FESTIVITIES
(continued from front page)

by Harry Stoll
In the Rotunda Dining Room of Wente Vineyards 

Restaurant, sommelier Jorge Tinoco weaves among 
the rows of white tablecloth covered tables, pouring 
wine from three foil-covered bottles; a sparkling wine 
in the flute glass and a red and a white in the big bowls 
of the stemmed glasses. “I don’t even know what’s in 
them,” says Jorge. At each place are two sheets of pa-
per, one labeled “Aroma List,” another labeled “Wine 
Tasting Format.” 

He goes to the front of the room, where a bright 
slide shows Jorge in the wine cellar sliding out a bottle 
of wine from the shelf. Tasters who want to know 
more about tasting come in and pick out places. This 
is the inaugural of a Tuesday evening series of four 
monthly wine tasting events, “Behind the List with 
Sommelier Jorge Tinoco.” Tonight he talked about 
wine tasting

Jorge is self-assured but with no trace of arrogance. 
Good looking with no preening. “Let’s start with 
the sparkling,” says Jose. He asks for a volunteer to 
taste with him. Jair Orteg, a husky guy who looks 
like a sports fan—he follows the Warriors and oth-
ers—comes up and holds the flute of sparkling. “The 
first thing to notice,” says Jorge. “is the color. He tells 
the tasters in the audience to hold the glass against 
the white tablecloth. The consensus is that it is pale 
in color. A constant tiny stream of bubbles, seemingly 
propelled by a jet of air from the stem, rise straight 
up, increasing in size slightly then bursting as they 
surface. 

Jorge asks about the aroma and Jair puts his nose 
over the rim. They go over each aspect of the spar-
kling wine, from color to aroma to body to finish, and 
everything in between. Jorge is impressed by Jair’s 
palate and says he is nearly a super taster. But for his 
own good, he’s not quite that. Jorge points out that true 
super tasters don’t appreciate wine because all aspects, 
including some unpleasant ones, overwhelm them.

Now the screen flashes a multi-colored “Wine 
Aroma Wheel,” used to worship wine by the deeply 
devout. It is divided into slices and segments of slices 
and contains 88 aromas and 100 flavors, not all pleas-
ant. Jorge has transformed it onto one of the sheets of 
paper. 

Now flash back to the sparkling wine. The room-
ful of tasters agree it’s pretty much so-so and name 
regions from all over the world. Jorge strips off the 
foil: Cava from Spain.

The screen flashes a winetaster who, faster than 
an auctioneer, rattles off several flavors, among them, 
“Fresh rubber hose.”

 On to the white. The audience is not bashful as 
they name the varietal and the regions. Chardonnay 
and Pinot Grigio are named. A few quietly think it’s 
Trebbiano or Verdelho, showing their knowledge. 
Jorge keeps asking about aromas, colors, mouth feel, 

Wente Vineyards Series

Behind the wine list - Taste like a pro 
flavors, finish, and whatever else is possible. He obvi-
ously is a member of the enoscenti, but never talks 
down to the student tasters.

One person says, “Sauvignon Blanc, Livermore 
Valley.” The grape has an herbal essence which is sub-
dued in this wine; that is a characteristic of Livermore 
Valley Sauvignon Blancs. He was half right, the foil 
comes off and it’s a Napa Valley Sauvignon Blanc.

On to the red. There is a heavy leaning toward the 
color as being garnet, often a sign of a more subtle 
wine. Jorge asks if they see any brick or orange in the 
wine. They don’t. That’s good, because that would be 
bad, meaning it’s going off. Jorge demonstrates how to 
tilt the glass at a 45-degree angle to check the color. He 
doesn’t spill any. That tilting lets the taster get a good 
look at the color.

Straightening the glass, Jorge asks if it has legs. 
“No!” said the students. If the wine forms rivulets on 
the side of the glass, it means it is high in viscousness, 
which translates to a pleasant roll around in the mouth. 
Jorge pointed out it had some legs, but they were 
subtle,

Returning to the red, Jorge’s chart points out that for 
pungency, hot = high alcohol. This one wasn’t hot so 
that left out Zinfandel. Again, the student tasters were 
all over the world. One said it was a Syrah, but another 
pointed out it didn’t have any white pepper, a signature 
of a true Syrah. Many immediately ruled out Cabernet 
Sauvignon because they said it was not a hard hitter. 
The consensus grew to it being a Pinot Noir, although 
a few nay sayers said, “Nay, it doesn’t have any barn-
yard in it.” That’s a term the French use to describe 
Pinot Noir; American marketers prefer “earthy.”

When a student taster asked why it’s only red wines 
that are aged for long periods. Jorge said the oldest 
aged wine in the world is actually a white wine from 
Hungary. Then he pointed out—unusual for a white 
wine- it is very tannic. Tannins slowly mellowing and 
are what make reds such as Cabernet Sauvignon ame-
nable to aging.

Referring to all the Pinot Noir guesses, as he 
de-foiled the wine, Jorge said, “Close. It’s Gamay 
Beaujolais.” 

The tasters then toured the Wente wine cellar. 
That was it for February, but there is more to come. 

The cost is $39 per class, $35 for Wente wine club 
members. For the night of the class, attendees receive 
a 15% discount at the classy restaurant a few feet from 
the Rotunda where Jorge will hold classes from 6:30 to 
7:30 P.M. as follows:

• Sparkling wine, including Champagne, Cava, and 
Prosecco: Tuesday March 24.

• West Coast White Wines: Tuesday April 21.
• West Coast Red Wines: Tuesday June 9. 
Space is limited. Reserve by phone by calling 

Wente Vineyards at 925-456-2424 or go online wen-
tevineyrds.com
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Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Celebrate Women! Art Show will be open for viewing March 2 through 31 at Las Positas 
College. A reception and awards ceremony will be held on March 10 from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. Building 2400 on campus, 3000 Campus Hill Drive, Livermore. For information, 
contact Barbara: barbara.nichols.reynolds@gmail.com. Pictured is Linda Shackleton 
with her award winning entry, "Nature Woman." It was created by merging two photos 
- one a silhouette and the second of an outdoor scene. 

March has been designated as Sing with Your Child Month, a time to focus on the 
importance of making music with children. This year, the campaign, created in 2009 by 
Music Together LLC, an international pioneer in early childhood music education, will 
focus on encouraging families to sing, dance, and make music together.

Beginning March 1, Music Together will ask families on Facebook, “What 3 songs 
get your family singing and dancing together?” and encourage followers to share the 
question and answers (using the hashtag #SingMonth2015) across their social media 
platforms to generate a global list of songs that inspire family music-making. 

According to Rowena Morgan, director of Music Together Tri-Valley,  “We want to 
use this Facebook campaign as a way to get the entire community involved in a national 
effort to share what kind of music gets them moving with their kids and hopefully in-
spire all families to make music with their children—in March and all year long. When 
we sing and make music as a family, we form everlasting bonds and memories, which 
ultimately allow children to feel secure as they grow.”

A concert featuring international singer Gerry Dignan will be held March 22, 4:30 
p.m. at teh Studio Grow Playspace in Blackhawk Plaza. For information, go to www.
gerrydignan.com

Bay Area Dance Company will stage its third annual Dance for a Difference perfor-
mance - The Tale of Romeo and Juliet. 

The Tale of Romeo and Juliet will be presented for one night only, Saturday, March 
21, at 7pm, at the Livermore High School Theater located at 600 Maple Street in Liver-
more

Established in 2013, Dance for a Difference was created by Bay Area Dance Com-
pany Artistic Director, Tiffany Henderson, as a way to give back to the community 
through performance. Previous beneficiaries of Dance for a Difference have included 
the Wounded Warrior Project and the Lone Survivor Foundation. This year, proceeds 
will benefit Raising The Barre, a local non-profit organization dedicated to providing op-
portunities to middle and high school students that enable them to develop the skills they 
need to become compassionate, responsible, confident and strong leaders.

The Tale of Romeo and Juliet will include dancers from Bay Area Dance Company, 
Tiffany's Dance Academy and Con Danza, who together will present the story as inter-
preted through Jazz, Lyrical and Modern dance.  This performance is loosely based on 
the actual full length ballet story, with an unusual twist; it is set in more modern times. 
Dancers will be performing to contemporary pieces of music versus the original score 
by Prokofiev. 

"The theme of Romeo and Juliet is universal," says Tiffany Henderson, Artistic 
Director of Bay Area Dance Company and owner of Tiffany's Dance Academy. "The 
classic story of the star-crossed lovers provides a unique opportunity to bring this story 
to life on stage in a new and challenging way."

When asked about his goal for The Tale of Romeo and Juliet, Cesar Degollado, Di-
rector of Con Danza said "“Love all, trust a few, do wrong to none…” is what I hope the 
audience can take from this tragic tale as well as being moved in many ways by talented, 
aspiring and professional dancers."  

Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased at etix.com. Tickets are $15 for general 
admission seats in the balcony and $19 for reserved seats in the orchestra. For more 
information, contact Robbie Teruya at robbie@tiffanydance.com or 583-2806.

Dance for a Difference Presents 
Performance of 'Tale of Romeo and Juliet'

Sing with Your Child Month in March
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Call for Artists, Livermore Art As-
sociation Art in the Vineyards to be 
held May, 24 at Wente Vineyards 
is accepting applications from LAA 
members and non-members, 2 
dimensional art, Photography and 

pottery. Request applications at 
ekeele@sbcglobal.net

Special Exhibits: Firefighter Homage 
and Mt. Diablo 2014 Vistas. February 
25 through April 4. Thematically 
related installations at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton. Oil painter 
Vincent Liu, currently from Saratoga, 
exhibits a series of works depicting 
firefighters. Concurrently, watercolor 
artist Robin Purcell of Danville exhib-
its a collection of paintings featuring 
Mt. Diablo after the 2014 wildfires. 
The public is invited to explore and 
enjoy the exhibits during Firehouse 
Arts Center open hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Donations always appreciated. For 
more information, contact Gallery 
Director: JFinegan@cityofpleas-
antonca.gov, or call the gallery: 
925-931-4849.

Order & Chaos, An Abstract Art 
Exhibit featuring a variety of media 
at the Harrington Gallery at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Open to the public March 7 through 
April 11. The group of 7 South Bay 
artists known as “The Abstract 
7” joins sculptural artist Melissa 
Woodburn in an interesting new 
exhibition. Media includes acrylic 
skins, chine colle, photography, 
collage, paper-folding, pine needle 
and clay sculpture, and watercolor. 
Free opening reception with artists, 
will be held on Wednesday, March 
11, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Regular gallery 
hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad Av-
enue. Donations always appreciated. 

Alviso Adobe Pleasanton Art League 
Show, March 6 - 8, 2015, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Fri.-Sat. and Sun. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Reception and awards on 
March 8, 12:30 to 2 p.m. go to www.
pal-adobeshow2015.eventbrite.com 
for information.

Celebrate Women! Art Show Recep-
tion & Awards Ceremony, March 10, 
from 6:30 - 8 with awards at 7:30 in 
Building 2400 at Las Positas College, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore.

Spring Art Show, Livermore Art Asso-
ciation, April 11 and 12 at The Barn, 
3131 Pacific Ave., Livermore. Open 
10 to 5 each day. Public reception, 
April 11, 7 to 9 p.m. Food, live mu-
sic, and plenty of art to browse, plus 
a gift shop.  No admission charge. 
www.livermoreartassociation.org

7th Annual Essential Nude Art Show, 
Livermore Art Association, April 24, 
25, 26, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 Eighth St., Liver-
more. Reception, 7 to 9 p.m. April 
23. Public invited to attend.

Artists’ Flea Market, Sat., April 25, 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. adjacent to the 
Farmers’ Market, Delucci Park, 
Pleasanton. Pleasanton Art League. 
Paint, canvas, frames, easels, paper, 
books, etc.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Pleasanton Art League/Livermore 

Art Association, meeting 7:30 p.m. 
Mon., March 9 at the Cultural Arts 
Bldg. on Black Avenue in Pleasanton. 
The program will be presented by 
Lisa Rigge. Monday, March 9, 2015, 
7:30 pm. The public is invited to 
attend. www.pal-art.com 

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 

Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique 
from the group. Refreshments are 
brought by some of the artists, and a 
donation of $5.00 is desired although 
not mandatory. Contact for this event 
is D’Anne Miller at danne_miller@
att.net, or Linda Ryan at LRyan@
Livermoreperformingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss 
and share work with Profes-
sional Artists in sketching, painting, 
exhibiting and marketing your work. 
ACC members currently working on 
exhibiting theme works, under the 
Inspiration of "The Artist's Edge /
The Edge of Art & Chosen Pathways." 
Meets and Critiques Friday mornings 
in Pleasanton. PoetryOnCanvas@
Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Fri-
day 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture and 
ceramics. For further information, 
contact Thomasin Dewhurst at (925) 
216-7231 or thomasin_d@hotmail.
com or visit http://childrensart-
classesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 
instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst. 
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Homeschool classes, Special classes 
during school breaks offered. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, 
now meeting the 1st Thursday and 
3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 at The Corner Bakery Cafe in 
Pleasanton. Join us as we challenge 
ourselves to poetically relay our 
thoughts, emotions and experiences 
through poetry. Become a member & 
share your work - Contact PoetryOn-
Canvas@Mac.Com for more info on 
Theme Challenges, Membership & 
Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 

2nd and last Saturday from 12 
noon-1 p.m. at Galina’s Music 
Studio located at 1756 First St., 
Livermore. Confirm participation by 
calling (925) 960-1194 or via the 
website at www.GalinasMusicStudio.
com. Beginners are welcome. Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $5 fee to cover meeting costs.

MTAC Master Class, Feb. 21 2:00-
4:00pm in the Black Box Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. Free

Pleasanton Art League, drawing 
workshop led by Francesca Pastine 
on May 2 and 3 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton. The workshop 
fee is $199 early bird before March 
15, 2015 or $209 after that. To regis-
ter online, go to www.palworkshop5.
eventbrite.com To register by mail, 
please provide name, address, 
phone, email and mail it with your 
check payable to Pleasanton Art 
League, c/o Workshops, P.O. Box 23, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. For more 
information, go to www.pal-art.com

WINE & SPIRITS
Las Positas Vineyards, Livermore, 

Saturday, March 7th Evening in the 
Vineyards Comedy Nights featuring 
our Headliner Mike E. Windfield. 
Cover charge $20 for general 
admission & $35 for dinner & show. 
LPV wine club members receive 
a $5 refund at check in. Dinner is 
from 630-730pm and the show 
starts at 8pm. Purchase tickets 
at www.laspositasvineyards.com 
under the section " happenings." 
For any other questions contact the 
winery at 925-449-9463 or curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com. Sunday, 
March 8th " Sunday Funday" event. 
Wine & Cheesecake Cupcake pairing 
flight. $10 for club members & $15 
for non-members. For more details 
contact the winery at 925-449-9463 
or email curt@ laspositasvineyards.
com

Charles R Vineyards is celebrating the 
luck of the Irish with a wine release 
this St. Patrick's Day weekend. On 
March 15th taste the SF Chronicle 
Award winning 2009 Cabernet Sau-
vignon, 11:30am -4:30pm with more 
award winning wines, Irish rhymes 
and jokes,  you may even be able to 
Kiss the Blarney Stone. 8195 Crane 
Ridge Road, Livermore.

Thomas Coyne Winery, taste a special 
red blend from the barrel on March 
21 & 22 from 12 pm to 5 pm. This 
is a work of art blended from grapes 
from the 2013 harvest. Meat and 
Treats BBQ will be just across the 
street on Saturday the 21st. 2405 
Research Dr., Livermore. (925) 
373-6541, http://thomascoynew-
inery.com

Wood Family Vineyards, Livermore, 
open noon to 4:30 p.m. March 21 

and 22 for barrel tasting. Livermore 
Valley Winegrower's 7th An-
nual Barrel Tasting Weekend, Taste 
wines right out of the barrel, meet 
winemakers, and more. Two different 
barrels at Wood Family Vineyards. 
Zinfandel futures will be available 
for purchase.  This is a fund-raiser 
for the LVWA. Participants must 
have an event glass to sample 
from the barrels. Attendees pay 
$40 advance available now through 
March 20th at 2 pm on the website, 
$45 day of.  Visit www.LVwine.
org to purchase advance tickets 
and for all additional information. 
www.woodfamilyvineyards.com 
Fundraiser for Livermore Valley 
Education Foundation, 4:30 - 8PM 
on Thursday, March 12, Page Mill 
Winery will host a wine tasting fund-
raiser to benefit the Livermore Valley 
Education Foundation (LVEF). Page 
Mill Winery is located at 1960 South 
Livermore Avenue. Enjoy delicious 
wine, mingle with old friends, make 
some new ones, and support a great 
cause. Crawdad Republic, a 5-piece 
bluegrass band featuring LVEF 
board members Dave Haberman & 
Jon Williams, will entertain. Page 
Mill Winery will donate a portion 
of all sales to LVEF. LVEF has been 
raising money to support Livermore 
public schools since 1991. For more 
information visit www.lvef.org.

Barrel Tasting Weekend, noon to 
4:30 p.m. March 21 and 22. Taste 
wines right out of the barrel, meet 
winemakers and more. Each winery 
will host a unique experience during 
barrel tasting weekend including at 
least 1 barrel sample for each ticket 
holder. $40 advance/ $45 day of 
event Tickets and more information 
is available at the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association website: 
www.lvwine.org/event/1192/Bar-
rel_Tasting_Weekend.html

Eckert Estate Winery, barrel tasting 
weekend, March 21 and 22, noon to 
5 p.m. Taste the 2013 Petite Sirah. 
Barrel Wood type demonstration 
of several woods at different toast 
levels. Rockin' Dough Pizza will be 
whipping up wood-fired pizzas and 
great sandwiches. 5963 Graham 
Court, Suite D, Livermore. (925) 
371-8606, www.eckertestate.com

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Riders in the Sky, western music. 8 
p.m. Fri., March 6. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

The Official Blues Brothers Revue. 8 
p.m. Sat., March 7. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Yale Russian Chorus hosted by St. In-
nocent Orthodox Church of Livermore 
on Sat., March 7. Program Let All 

The Pleasanton Art 
League Spring Show will 
be held this weekend at the 
Alviso Adobe in Pleasanton.

Brian Mark Taylor is 
judging the show.

The artwork will be avail-
able for viewing from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on March 6 
and 7 and from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on March 8. 

A reception will be held 
on Sun., March 8 from 12:30 
to 2 p.m. The public is in-
vited to attend.

There is no admission 
charge.

The Alviso Adobe is lo-
cated at 3465 Old Foothill 
Road in Pleasanton.

PAL Show at the Alviso Adobe

Abstract by Rebecca Chou (top photo ) and Spring 
Flowers by Lisa Rigge (lower photo). 
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Mortal Flesh: A Musical Journey 
in Celebration of Orthodox Lent. 7 
p.m., will be presented at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 
St., Livermore. Admission is $20 for 
adults, children 12 and under are 
admitted free; students 13 and over 
admission is $10 and seniors age 
65 and over, $15. Tickets may be 
purchased at www.brownpapertick-
ets.com/event/1152925 

Las Positas College, Women in Jazz, 
a celebration of local jazz legends, 7 
p.m., March 8, Main Stage, Perform-
ing Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. http://laspositascol-
lege.edu/performingarts 

Free Concert by Beyond Standard 
Jazz Group, Pleasanton Library, 
rock, popl, Latin and soul, 2 p.m. 
March 15. 400 Old Bernal Ave. No 
admission charge. Information at 
931-3400 ext. 4. 

Youth Music Festival Yea for the 
90’s!, March 21, 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

Kit & the Kats Put a Nickel in 
the Jukebox! March 22, 3 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

In The Mood, Hop aboard the “Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo” to “Tuxedo 
Junction” and get “In the Mood” 
to hear a “Moonlight Serenade” 
performed by a 13-piece Big Band 
and six singer-dancers with some 
hot boogie woogie! In The Mood is a 
fully staged tribute to Glenn Miller, 
Tommy Dorsey, The Andrews Sisters 
and big band greats of the ‘40s. 
March 24 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Women of Ireland, music and 
dance. 7:30 p.m. Wed., March 25. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

BOSTYX: All the Hits of Boston & Styx 
featuring David Victor of Boston, 
8 p.m. March 27 and March 28. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

Led Zeppelin Live Experience, The 
Ultimate Rock Tribute To Led Zeppelin 
8 p.m. March 27. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.o4g or 373-6800. 

Del Valle Fine Arts, Stanislav 
Khristenko, piano. 8 p.m., March 28. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Jan & Dean’s Beach Party, 8 p.m. 
Fri., April 3. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Easter Parade: in Concert, A Celebra-
tion of Irving Berlin’s classic film, 
April 4, 2 and 7:30 p.m. Firehouse 

Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org 
or 931-4848. 

Craicmore, Contemporary Tradi-
tional Celtic Music, April 10, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848.   

Livermore-Amador Symphony, pres-
ents Fantastic Flute featuring Annie 
Wu, soloist. 8 p.m. Sat., April 11. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Arlo Guthrie, 7:30 p.m. Tues., April 14. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, 2 p.m., 
April 19, An Italian Feast. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Hotel California, a salute to the 
Eagles. 8 p.m. Sat., April 18. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Dark Side of the Moon, classic 
albums live - Pink Floyd. 8 p.m. Sat., 
April 25. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

ON THE STAGE
Cirque Zuma Zuma, African acrobat-

ics. 7:30 p.m. Thurs., March 5. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

The Lion, The Witch & The Wardrobe. 
Lively youth theater production 
presented by City of Pleasanton Civic 
Arts Stage Company in partnership 
with Bay Area Children’s Theatre. 
Opens March 6 at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Theater in Pleasanton. 
The timeless story of siblings Lucy, 
Edmund, Susan, and Peter, and their 
adventures in Narnia.  March 6 - 15. 
Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets are $6-$18, available at 
www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. If not sold out, tickets 
are also available 2 hours prior to 
the performance at the box office.

Sunol Repertory Theatre, How the 
Other Half Dies, mystery, Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. March 6 to 28. 
Sunol Glen Auditorium, 11601 Main 
St., Sunol. www.Sunol.net/SRT

Las Positas College, One Act Plays, 
March 18, 1 p.m. and March 20, 8 
p.m. Black Box Theater, Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts

San Francisco Shakespeare Festival 
- As You Like It, 2 p.m. March 29, 
Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave. No admission charge. 931-
3400 ext. 4

Las Positas College, Cabaret, April 
10-19, 8 p.m., Fri. and Sat., 2 
p.m. Sun. Main Stage, Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts

Fiddler on the Roof, Pacific Coast 
Repertory Theatre, April 17-May 5. 
Fri. and Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848. 

Of Mice and Men, by John Steinbeck, 
April 17-May 3, weekends. Village 
Theatre, Pleasanton. www.villageth-
eatreshows.com or 314-3400.

Hank Williams: Lost Highway, April 
17-26. Douglas Morrisson Theatre, 
22311 N. Third St., Hayward. 
Program and facility of the Hayward 
Area Recreation and Park District. 
www.dmtonline.org or 510-881-
6777. 

Best of the Best, Las Positas Col-
lege, celebration of the arts and 
fund-raiser for Las Positas College 
Foundation, April 25. 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. http://laspositas-
college.edu/performingarts

COMEDY
Las Positas Vineyards, Saturday, 

March 7th Evening in the Vineyards 
Comedy Nights featuring our Head-
liner Mike E. Windfield. Cover charge 
$20 for general admission & $35 for 
dinner & show. LPV wine club mem-
bers receive a $5 refund at check in. 
Dinner is from 630-730pm and the 
show starts at 8pm. Purchase tickets 
at www. laspositasvineyards.com 
under the section " happenings." 
For any other questions contact the 
winery at 925-449-9463 or curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com

The Second City, 7:30 p.m. Thurs., 
March 26. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Mark Nizer: Live in 3D, juggling and 
comedy. 2 p.m. Sun., April 12. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, First Thursday 

of each month at 7:00 p.m. through 
June 2015 at the Pleasanton Library, 
400 Old Bernal Ave. Mar. 5, Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid; Apr. 
2, Dog Day Afternoon; May 7, Coal 
Miner's Daughter; June 4, My Left 
Foot. Theme Almost True, presented 
by Las Positas College coordinator of 
the Humanities Candace Klaschus, 
a film historian. Pleasanton Library 
meeting room. The programs are 
free and all are welcome to attend. 
Note that some films are mature in 
content and may not be suitable for 
children. 931-3400, ext. 4.

Student Film Festival, March 7, 1:00-
10:00pm in the Main Stage Theater, 
Barbara F. Mertes Center for the Arts, 

Las Positas College, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. www.brownpa-
pertickets.com or call 1-800-838-
3006. Tickets are available at the 
door, when space allows.

DANCE
Dance for a Difference - The Tale 

of Romeo and Juliet. Presented by 
Tiffany's Dance Academy, Bay Area 
Dance Company and Con Danza, 
Saturday, March 21, 2015 at 7pm, 
Livermore High School Theater, 600 
Maple Street, Livermore. For more 
information please contact Robbie 
Teruya at robbie@tiffanydance.com 
or (925) 583-2806.

Square dancing for all ages 8 years 
and up, Thursdays from 7:00-
8:30pm at Del Valle High, 2253 
5th Street, Livermore. Families and 
friends welcome. September classes 
are free to new dancers. Questions? 
Margaret 925-447-6980. 

AUDITIONS/REGISTRATIONS
Auditions, Nunsense, Tri-Valley 

Repertory Theatre, directed by Brian 
Olkowski. Sunday, March 8th from 
7:00pm and Monday, March 9th 
at 7:30pm. To make an audition 
appointment, please email the 
producer, Kathleen Breedveld, at 
Kbreedveld@trivalleyrep.com.  
Audition materials will then be 
provided. 

 
CHORAL
Masterworks of Yesterday & Today 

performing Faure Requiem, Valley 
Concert Chorale. March 14, 7:30 
p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 
Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton; and March 
15, 3 p.m. First Presbyterian Church, 
4th and L Streets, Livermore. www.
valleyconcertchorale.org

OPERA
Livermore Valley Opera, showcasing 

talented opera singers who will ap-
pear in the upcoming production of 
Donizetti’s “Lucia di Lammermoor.” 
OperaLIVE! Sunday, March 8, 2:00 
p.m., Livermore Library, 1188 S. 
Livermore Ave. Information at www.
livermorevalleyopera.org

Lucia, Livermore Valley Opera, March 
14, 15, 21, 22. Lucia di Lammer-
moor is a tragic story that serves as 
a protest against deceitful tactics 
and a practice of forced marriage. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets 

the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current affairs 
in both the national and interna-
tional arenas.  Topics that have been 
covered include politics, governance, 
economics, military affairs, history, 
sociology, science, the climate, and 

religion. Contact Rich at 872-7923, 
for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Susan at 337-1282 regard-
ing the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-
book.com/StoriedNights 

Ragin’ Cajun, Mardi Gras theme, mu-
sic, dancing, dinner, live and silent 
auctions, and more on Friday, March 
6, 2015 at the Casa Real Event 
Center in Pleasanton. Ragin’ Cajun 
is the annual fundraiser event for 
the Sandra J Wing Healing Therapies 
Foundation, which provides cancer 
patients with financial assistance 
for complementary healing services 
during the course of their chemo 
or radiation therapy. Tickets are 
available online at http://www.
healingtherapiesfoundation.org or by 
calling (866) 862-7270. 

Museum on Main 2015 Ed Kinney 
Speaker Series An Evening With… 
Hearst Castle Historian Victoria 
Kastner, Tuesday, March 10th, 7pm: 
Journey to the Pacific palace of Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst with Victoria 
Kastner, historian for the California 
State Park of Hearst Castle since 
1979. Kastner will also address 
the Pleasanton connection to the 
Hearst family. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Tickets www.museumonmain.org, 
at Museum on Main during regular 
operating hours or by phoning the 
museum at (925) 462-2766. 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, Dublin, 
March 14: pancake breakfast, pa-
rade, festival; March 14-15 festival 
and Shamrock 5k fun run and walk. 
www.dublin.ca.gov, 556-4500.

Pi Day (3 14 15!), March 14, 8:00pm 
Black Box A Music, Math - life cel-
ebration! Barbara F. Mertes Center 
for the Arts, Las Positas College, 

3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
www.brownpapertickets.com or call 
1-800-838-3006. Tickets are avail-
able at the door, when space allows.

Pulitzer Prize-winning author, 
historian, and journalist Garry Wills. 
Prolific and controversial, New York 
Times multiple-Bestselling author 
Garry Wills discusses his latest 
book, The Future of the Catholic 
Church with Pope Francis. Wednes-
day, March 18, 12:00 noon at the 
Firehouse Arts Center Theater, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $10 online at www.firehousearts.
org, and in person at the Firehouse 
Box Office: 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton, or 925-931-4848.  
Books are available to purchase at 
the event, courtesy of Towne Center 
Books.

Livermore Half Marathon, March 28, 
8 a.m. start and finish in downtown 
Livermore. http://runliv.com/

Dionysus Dash 5k, Sunday, April 12th, 
Start time 8:15am, Course runs 
throughout the Concannon Vineyard 
estate. The Dionysus Dash will raise 
money to support a great local char-
ity in our community, Exceptional 
Needs Network. To register http://
www.dionysusdash.com/livermore.
html

John Mather, Nobel Laureate and 
Astrophysicist: The Story of our 
Universe: Beginning to End. 7:30 
p.m., April 16. Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org, 373-6800.

The Museum on Main 2015 Ed Kinney 
Speaker Series An Evening With… 
A Rebel Soldier, Tuesday, April 21st, 
7pm: Commemorating the 150th 
Anniversary of the close of the Civil 
War and the disbanding of Confeder-
ate troops, including Mosby’s 
Rangers, Fred Rutledge takes the 
stage as a Confederate Cavalry-
man. Rutledge shares the tactics, 
weapons, and equipment of the 
time. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. Tickets 
may be purchased online at www.
museumonmain.org, at Museum on 
Main during regular operating hours 
or by phoning the museum at (925) 
462-2766.
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Mount Diablo Rose Society: Do you 
know the difference between a rambler and 
large flowered climber? Do you know that 
not all climbers grow the same way? What 
are great climbers to grow in our valley? 
Come and learn about climbing roses from 
Anita Clevenger. Anita is the curator of the 
Sacramento Historic Rose Garden, board 
member of the Heritage Rose Foundation, 
master gardener, and a knowledgeable and 
experienced rosarian.  The meeting is on 
Wednesday, March 11 from 7:30 to 9:00 
at the Dublin City Council Chamber at 100 
Civic Plaza, Dublin.

Del Arroyo 4-H club meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month at Arroyo 
Seco School, 5280 Irene Way, Livermore. 
The next club meeting will be March 12 
at 6:00pm. Those interested in joining 
4-H are invited to come to the meeting. 
Anyone 9 to 19 years old can join 4-H. For 
more information call Margaret Miller at 
(925)-447-6980 or email mmiller1435@
gmail.com.

Livermore Community Blood Drive: 
Friday, March 13, 1-7 p.m., Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue. Ev-
ery day, Bay Area hospitals need hundreds 
of units of blood to keep sick and injured 
patients alive. Only 3% of the eligible 
donors in the Bay Area ever give blood, so 
we need you! Please come donate, and 
bring a friend or family member to the 
drive. There’s no easier way to help save a 
life than donating blood. Register at www.
redcrossblood.org and use ASBURY925 as 
the Sponsor Code, or call Thomas Petty at 
925-980-8164 for more information. 

NAMI Tri-Valley Parent Resource & 
Support Group meets monthly for parents/
caretakers of children ages 5-17 years with 
(or suspected of having) emotional/ psychi-
atric disorders. It meets the third Tuesday 
of the month from 7-9pm at Pathways 
to Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Suite 
114, Pleasanton. The group is drop-in and 
free. Contact person is Marsha McInnis at 
925-980-5331.

Bras for the Cause “Diamond Jubi-
lee” Breast Cancer Walk, Tri-Valley SOCKs 
(Stepping Out for Cancer Kures). 5/9/2015, 
5:30pm registration, 7:00pm walk start. 
www.trivalleysocks.org. Registration fee 
& minimum $200 in donations required; 
register link on website. A fun evening 10k 
walk through downtown Pleasanton with 
most participants in decorated or themed 
bras. Bra judging contests, raffle baskets, 
goody bags & a fun Finisher's Party in-
cluded. 100% of funds raised are donated 
to local Bay Area beneficiaries.

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA, March 8, 1 p.m. general 
meeting/birthday lunch in Livermore, RSVP 
by March 5 to Gloria, 846-8320. March 
19, 5 p.m. happy hour in Pleasanton, RSVP 
by March 17 to Mary, 736-2350. March 
21, 1 p.m., friendly bridge in Dublin, RSVP 
by March 14 to Marge, 828-5124. March 
22, 11 a.m., bunch in Livermore, RSVP by 
March 20 to Ruby, 462-9636. March 25, 1 
p.m., lunch in Pleasanton, RSVP by March 
22 to Gloria, 846-8320. March 28, 5 p.m. 
family dinner in Oakland, RSVP ASAP to 

Gino, 243-1282. 
Tri-Valley Republican Women Feder-

ated meets 6:30 p.m. Thurs., March 12. 
Guest speaker will be Bill Hodges, Past 
President of Vietnam Veterans of America 
(VVW). Bill has been a member of VVW for 
25 years, having served as president twice 
and secretary twice. He also serves as 
a delegate to both VVA National and VVA 
California State Council. Bill is involved 
with learning of the toxins that have and 
are affecting veterans and their families, 
and chaired the Agent Orange/Toxic 
Substances Committee for VVA CSC.  He 
has served for two years as president of 
the Alameda County Members Council for 
the National Rifle Association, and is cur-
rently on its executive board. In his spare 
time, Bill is a senior docent on the USS 
Potomac, FDR’s Presidential Yacht. Bill’s 
wife is also a Vietnam-Era Veteran. Cattle-
men's Restaurant, 2882 Kitty Hawk Road, 
Livermore. Social hour 6:30 pm, dinner 
7:00 pm. $30 for members, $34 for guests. 
For reservations, contact Linda Krikorian, 
krikorianpublishing@yahoo.com or phone 
925-426-1474 by Monday, March 9.

Armchair Travelers at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center on Thurs., 
March 12 , 2015 from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m.. Doug and Lindy Webb will share 
photographs and stories of a trip they took 
down the California coast. The trip included 
a round trip cruise from San Francisco 
with ports of call in Ensenada, San Diego, 
Long Beach, and Santa Barbara. Adults are 
invited to this free program on the second 
Thursday of each month in the Community 
Meeting Rooms of the Civic Center Library, 
1188 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 
For additional information please call 925 
373-5500.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, March 12, 
7:00pm at Alisal School's multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
Ernesto Sandoval, Director of the Botanical 
Conservatory at UC Davis will speak about 
plant hormones and how they contribute to 
better plant growth and propagation. Visi-
tors are welcome. For more information call 
Bev at 485-7812 or visit www.lavgc.org.

Donations Needed, The American 
Cancer Society Discovery Shop in Pleasan-
ton is requesting donations of necklaces, 
bracelets rings and watches as well as 
women’s accessories for its annual jewelry 
event “Glitter and Glamour” on April 17-19, 
2015. Donations are accepted at the shop 
during open hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6; Sat 10-
5; Sun 12-5. The Discovery Shop is located 
at 1989-E Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
Contact Kelley Meno at 925-462-7374 for 
more information. All proceeds benefit the 
American Cancer Society’s programs of 
research, education, service and advocacy.

Grief, Heritage Estates, Kindred, and 
Professional Healthcare At Home are proud 
to sponsor a class on Grief - Where do 
I turn?, and Grief - During The Holidays 
presented by Professional Healthcare At 
Home.  Classes will be held in the Assisted 
Living Activities Room Wednesday, March 
11, 2015, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Heritage Estates, 850 East Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore. To RSVP, call 925-373-3636.

Open House benefit, Silhouette Med 
Spa & Weight Management open house 
from 4:00-5:30 pm every Wednesday in 
March to celebrate International Women’s 
Day “Make It Happen.” The Med Spa is col-
lecting paper and plastic products to sup-
port Shepherd’s Gate and is offering 10% 

off one service of donator’s choice for their 
contribution. Products accepted include ev-
erything from cotton balls to paper towels; 
plastic wrap to freezer and lunch bags. For 
more information please call 925.931.0525 
or visit www.silmedspa.com. 

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society will present Steven Minniear 
speaking on World War II Dublin: Camp 
Parks, Fleet City and How Genealogy Helps 
Write a History. The meeting will be on 
March 9, at 7:30, held at the Congrega-
tion Beth Emek in Pleasanton. He sits on 
the Dublin City Heritage and Cultural Arts 
Commission and is president of the Dublin 
Historical Preservation Association.  Steve 
is the volunteer archivist for Dublin’s latest 
acquisition of historical material – The 
Camp Parks Collection.   For additional 
information contact program chairs Marilyn 
Glass & Diane Wiedel program@L-AGS.
org. All are welcome at no charge. 

British Awareness Day, It's a Bad, Bad 
Day, sponsored by Daughters of the British 
Empire Northern California. Afternoon Tea 
and Royal Baby Shower with Strictly British 
Bingo. 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on April 27, 
2013. Castlewood Country Club, 707 Coun-
try Club Circle, Pleasanton $30.00 (dona-
tion amount $15.00). Bring a baby gift to 
add to a baby shower gift box. Proceeds go 
to the British Home, Abode Services, PUSD 
Horizon, and Martinez County Hospital. To 
purchase tickets contact: Edith Caponigro 
@ (925) 998-3500 or do4dbe-western@
yahoo.com 

“Let’s go fly a kite!” The San Ramon 
Art & Wind Festival,  is scheduled for 
Sunday and Monday, May 24- 25, 2015 in 
San Ramon’s Central Park, 12501 Alcosta 
Blvd. from 10am to 5pm both days. Ven-
dors are sought in the following categories: 
Non-profit Food and Beverage; Businesses, 
Children/Family Activity Vendors and Non-
profit information vendors. Eligibility rules 
and application form at www.artandwind.
com. For more information, call Mary 
Ann Wilkman at (925) 973-3210 or visit 
website at www.ArtandWind.com 

Assistance League of Amador Valley 
20th Annual Mad Hatter's Tea Party on 
Saturday April 11 at Castlewood Country 
Club in Pleasanton. Starting at noon, tea, 
sandwiches and cakes will be served. 
Participants will be seated at beautifully 
decorated tables. Award winning author, 
Margaret Zhao will present the program. 
She is the of "Really Enough: A True Story of 
Tyranny, Courage & Comedy." Zhao, along 
with co-author, Kathleen Martens, won the 
Sharp Writ Book Awards Best Biography 
Memoir for 2012. Tickets are available 
for $50 per guest beginning February 1st 
and ending March 31 (the reservation 
deadline.) Call Assistance League 925-
846-8490 for reservations and payment 
options. Seating will be available for 300 
guests. Castlewood Country Club is located 
at 707 Country Club Drive. 

Livermore High Calculus Students are 
gearing up to go to Calculus Camp, April 
11-13. Donations would be greatly appreci-
ated to offset the cost of this trip for these 
hardworking students and can be made at: 
www.gofundme.com/LHSCalcCamp

Walk MS Tri-Valley, to be held on 
Saturday April 19, 2015 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton, raises 
money for the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. For more information about the 
event, check out the event website at 
http://walkcan.nationalmssociety.org

Tri-Valley Haven provides crisis stabi-

lization counseling for those experiencing 
difficulties related to domestic violence, 
abusive situations, sexual assault or other 
challenging emotional issues. We provide 
assistance with individual therapy and/or 
group support. Please call to schedule an 
appointment: 925 449-5845 (Counseling 
Intake)

Free Diabetes Self-Management 
Classes. This 7 week series will teach 
participants how to manage diabetes with 
exercise, healthy eating and medications. 
Fridays March 6 through April 17, 10 am 
-12 pm, at the Dublin Senior Center, 7200 
Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin.  Wednesdays 
through March 18, , 9:30-11:30 at the 
Livermore Area Parks and Recreation 
District Community Center. Class is open 
to adults of all ages (not just Seniors) with 
pre diabetes or type 2 diabetes. Please call 
the Alameda County Diabetes Program at 
510-383-5185 to register. Space is limited. 

Dionysus Dash 5k, Sunday, April 12th, 
Start time 8:15am, Course runs throughout 
the Concannon Vineyard estate. The 
Dionysus Dash will raise money to support 
a great local charity in our community, Ex-
ceptional Needs Network. To register http://
www.dionysusdash.com/livermore.html

Green and White Gala, March 13, 
Begin the St. Patrick's Day weekend's 
festivities in Dublin with dinner and 
dancing to live music at the Annual Green 
and White Gala hosted by the Dublin Sister 
Association. The Gala begins at 6:00 pm 
with an "Irish Happy Hour" at the Shannon 
Community Center. Dinner and dancing to 
live music will follow. To purchase tickets or 
for more information call (925) 899-4771. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a group 
for retired men who seek activities to 
enhance their retirement. Monthly meetings 
feature lunch and an interesting speaker. 
Men have the opportunity to learn about 
and join activities such as hiking, bridge, 
investment, bowling, bocce ball and wood 
carving. There is also a neat group of guys 
to get to know. SIR Branch #121 meets 
on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the 
DoubleTree Hotel, Las Flores Road (near 
Bluebell Drive), Livermore, at 11:30. Any 
retired man is welcome to drop by to 
learn about your opportunities. For more 
information check our website: branch121.
sirinc2.org or email Neal Cavanaugh at 
nealfcavanaugh@att.net (put “SIR” in the 
subject line).

Birthright of Livermore, Open Mon., 
Tues., Wed., 10-2; Thurs. 12-4; 1st, 2nd & 
4th Saturdays 10-1. Volunteers are needed 
to help with a variety of projects. Interested 
persons, call Erika Ratto at (925) 518-
9616, or the office at (925) 449-5887. 
Birthright offers free pregnancy tests, 
guidance, adoption and medical referrals, 
baby and maternity clothing, and more. 
Livermore office at 1520 Catalina Ct., or 
call (925) 449-5887. 1-800-550-4900 
Helpline is staffed 24 hours a day. Website 
at www.birthright.org/Livermore for more 
information. All Birthright services are free 
and confidential. 

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, support 
group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Cluttering is a 
psychological issue, not an organizing 
issue. New meeting location: Parkview,100 
Valley Avenue (main entrance), 2nd Floor 
Activity Room, Pleasanton. Mondays except 
some holidays 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Come 
or call a volunteer at 925)289-5356 or 
925-922-1467. More information at: www.

Air Force Airman Manuel L. Smith graduated from basic military 
training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an intensive, eight-week program that 
included training in military discipline and studies, Air Force core 
values, physical fitness, and basic warfare principles and skills.

Smith is the son of Pamela and Rodney Smith of Brentwood, 
and grandson of Sharan Marciel of Livermore. He is a 2014 gradu-
ate of Liberty High School, Brentwood.

Army Spc. Darren P. Ruocco has graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. During the nine weeks 
of training, the soldier studied the Army mission, history, tradi-
tion and core values, physical fitness, and received instruction 
and practice in basic combat skills, military weapons, chemical 
warfare and bayonet training, drill and ceremony, marching, rifle 
marksmanship, armed and unarmed combat, map reading, field 
tactics, military courtesy, military justice system, basic first aid, 
foot marches, and field training exercises.

He is a 2005 graduate of Amador Valley High School, Pleas-
anton. He earned an associate degree in 2012 from Las Positas 
College, Livermore.

Incoming Pacific Lutheran University student Grace Wilkins, a 
resident of Livermore, has been awarded a prestigious President’s 
Scholarship worth $24,000 a year—along with the opportunity 
to earn even more.

PLU offers a number of merit scholarships to recognize 
academic achievement, leadership and service, as well as the 
promise of continued success in these areas as a PLU student. 
The Presidential Scholarships are renewable for three additional 
years of undergraduate study. 

Ziyao Yan from Pleasanton, has been named to the University 
of Delaware's Dean's List for the 2014 fall semester.

To meet eligibility requirements for the Dean's List, a student 
must be enrolled full-time and earn a GPA of 3.33 or above (on 
a 4.0 scale) for the semester.

Cassandra Knowlton, of Livermore, a student at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University's Florham Campus, located in Madison, 
NJ has been named to the Dean's List for the Fall 2014 semester.

To qualify for the Dean's List, a student must carry a 3.2 or 
better grade point average out of a possible 4.0 and be enrolled 
in a minimum of 12 letter-graded hours (four courses).

The College of Saint Rose in Albany, New York, announced 
that Aidan Daft of Pleasanton, is one of 814 students named to 
The College of Saint Rose Dean's List for the fall 2014 semester.

To be eligible for the Dean's List, Daft had to complete a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours and achieve a semester grade-point average 
of at least 3.5 with no grades of D, F, Incomplete or Pass/Fail.
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ClutterLess.org 
Tea Dance featuring The Mellotones 

Combo Jazz Band, presented by Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Pleasanton Post 6298, 
1 to 3 p.m. Veterans Hall, 301 Main St., 
Pleasanton. Dates in 2015 include March 
18, April 15, May 20, June 17, Sept. 16, 
and Oct. 21. Music from the American 
songbook played for listening and dancing 
in a variety of ballroom experiences. Cover 
charge is $8 and includes refreshments. 
Proceeds benefit needy veterans and their 
families. Information joephylb@att.net 
or 443-2224 or bobolness2@gmail.com, 
443-2245.

Fertile Groundworks offers opportuni-
ties to volunteer in a community educa-
tional garden each Tuesday and Wednesday 
from 10:00-noon and Fridays from 3:00-
6:00. Additional volunteer opportunities are 
available the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Saturdays of 
the month from 9:00-noon. The organiza-
tion provides organically grown produce to 
local food programs for those in need, as 
well as serving as a teaching garden. Those 
interested to visit www.fertilegroundworks.
org and like us on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/FertileGroundWorks) 
to sign-up for volunteer opportunities. 
4743 East Ave., Livermore (directly behind 
Asbury United Methodist Church).

American Legion Post 47 in Livermore 
is looking for veterans in the Livermore 
area who are interested in performing 
community service for young people and 
promoting veterans affairs. Interested 
veterans will meet with other like-minded 
veterans for camaraderie and support of 
veteran’s causes. The American Legion is 
the largest federally chartered veteran’s 
organization that is the veterans lobby and 
voice to congress. The Livermore American 
Legion Post 47 meets the second and 
fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 PM at 
the Veterans Memorial Building, 522 South 
L Street, Livermore. Enter the building from 
the ramp on the 5th Street side. For more 
information go to http://www.calegion.
org/ or contact Bill Bergmann at calegion.
post47@gmail.com or (925) 443-2330 or 
Roy Warner at 925-449-6048.

Crab Feed, sponsored by the Livermore 
High School Alumni Assoc. on Friday, March 
20, 2015. Event supports programs, stu-
dents, & faculty at Livermore High School. 
More info to come. Want tickets? Want 
to help? Contact livermorehighalumni@
gmail.com or Ray at 925-606-5518.

Writing club for young adults, 
Whether a seasoned writer or just starting 
out, join published Young Adult author J.L. 
Powers at Livermore Public Library for 
the Writing Club for Young Adults, ages 13 
through 21 will meet from 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
on the third Thursday of the month. The 
meetings will be held at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 South Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore. The club is free and no registra-
tion is required. For more information, 
please visit TEEN SPACE on the library’s 
website: www.livermorelibrary.net, or 
contact Jennifer at 925-373-5576.

Eric's Corner is a free support group 
for people who are dealing with a diagnosis 
of Epilepsy. Meetings are held at 5725 W. 
Las Positas Blvd., second floor, Pleasanton. 
We meet from 6:30 -8;00 on the third 
Thursday of each month. For more informa-
tion please visit us at ericscorner.org 

Pleasanton Lions Club- welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our community 
& beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. The Re-
galia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., Pleasanton. 
www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador Val-
ley invites all visitors to join this dedicated 
group of volunteers, reaching out to those 
in need in the Tri-Valley and having fun 
doing it. Regular meetings are held on the 
third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. at 
the Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., Pleasanton. 
For more information, see our website, 
www.amadorvalley.assistanceleague.org, 
e-mail assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of the 
store sale. For more information visit www.
shepgate.org/holiday

Bereaved Mother’s Network of the 
Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore 
Civic Center Library, Small Conference 
Room. The aim of the network is to allow 
bereaved mothers to make connections 
with, share resources, and support other 
mothers who have been through the worst 
experience of their lives, losing a child. For 
more information, contact katiestrube@
comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Indepen-
dent Living (CRIL) offers services to help 
people with disabilities and supports them 
to live independently and participate in 
their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 
to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 10 a.m. in the third floor 
movie room at Heritage Estates Retirement 
Community. The address is 900 E. Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore All are welcome. Contacts 
are: Sandra Grafrath 443-6655 or Lee 
Parlett 292-9280.

DBE Daughters of the British Empire, 

John McLaren’s Roses of Britain Chapter in 
the Tri-Valley meets at 11:00 a.m. on the 
3rd Thursday of every month at Castlewood 
Country Club. DBE was founded in 1909 
and is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of women of British or British 
Commonwealth heritage and ancestry with 
a focus on charity and fellowship. Those 
interested in helping with “the cause," 
enjoying social activities, and forming long-
lasting friendships, contact Edith Caponigro 
at 925-998-3500 or Jenny Whitehouse at 
925-484-1273 for additional information.

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for 
the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a support 
group for families in Livermore who have a 
loved one serving in the Military, is intend-
ed to be a safe place for family members 
to come and share their experiences and 
concerns with others who understand what 
they are going through. All family members 
are welcome to attend meetings. Meetings 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the 
Livermore Veterans Memorial Building, 522 
South L Street from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
For more information, call Tami Jenkins, 
925-784-5014 or email livermoremilitary-
families@yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 

Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contempla-
tive Service in the Chapel and 10:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program For more information 
www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 
10 a.m. with Sunday school for all ages 
at 9 a.m. Children's classes during adult 
worship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747 or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 
Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.bethemek.
org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organiza-
tions (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith 
Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or 
EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 
N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For information, call 
(925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service starts 
at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 

of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. adult 
Bible study/Sunday school. For information, 
call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
(925) 447-4357 - www.calvarylivermore.
org.

United Christian Church, www.uccliv.
org, a gay-welcoming congregation offering 
community and spiritual encouragement 
for questioners, seekers and risk-takers. 
Worships on Sunday morning at 10:30 
a.m. All are welcome. 1886 College Ave. at 
M St., Livermore; call 449-6820 for more 
information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-
805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Senior adult 
ministries meet every other month. Call the 
office at 846-8650 for more information. 

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, youth activities 
and children's choir at 6:30 p.m. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our hospital-
ity. For more information call the church 
office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church , 
678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 447-3289. 
Church: Service Schedule: 8:00 a.m. Con-
templative Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible 
Study (check web-site): 10:25 Sunday 
School (Godly Play); 10:30: Sung Eucharist 
with choir, child care provided. 1:00 p.m. 
Youth Group. www.saintbartslivermore.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 

10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church of 
Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 a.m. 
worship. All are welcome here. www.little-
brownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are wel-
comed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.org 
(925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 486 
S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. worship 
service. Bible Study/Sunday School 10:20. 
Bible Basics Class, which explores the 
main teachings of the Bible, meets at 7:00 
Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship Service 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; 
in the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare for 
infants through age 6 and children start 
in the worship service with their parents. 
10:30 contemporary worship led by a band. 
Sunday school for children and middle-
schoolers. www.centerpointechurch.org 
(925) 846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 7106 
Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 11:00. 
Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 925-
227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, Meet-
ing at Altamont Creek Elementary School, 
6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, Livermore. 
Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contractors 
St., Livermore. Spend an hour of peace in 
God’s Holy Presence, where Jesus speaks 
to your heart with the Peace of God. Sunday 
School (all ages) – 8:30 AM. Communion – 
9:30 AM. PH: 925-906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 Palomino 
Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.jewishtri-
valley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, call the office at (925) 479-
1414 to begin the process. Wednesday and 
Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 4 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 
every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 
will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nis-

sen Drive, Livermore.
Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 

4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly congrega-
tion where all are welcome. Worship at 9 
or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays with Sunday 
school for youth and adults at 10:30 a.m. 
and childcare at both services. Children 
are welcome in all services. Contact Rev. 
Heather Hammer at 846-0221, send an 
email to office@lynnewood.org or visit 
website at www.lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., Livermore. 
3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 a.m., Mocho 
branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 1501 Hillcrest 
Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 9 a.m.; 4th ward 
11 a.m., Springtown ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 
Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth group 
Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school youth 
group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. www.
jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Mondays at 7pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). More 
information: LivermoreQuakers@gmail.
com or (925) 315-7170. 

Unity of Tri-Valley, 7567 Amador Valley 
Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 Sunday 
service; children’s program available. All 
are welcome. Ongoing classes, groups, and 
activities. Rev. Karen Epps, minister. http://
www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 925.829-2733.

Grief Workshop, Bimonthly workshop 
to help with healing. St. Elizabeth Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. Second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30pm. 
March 12th & 26th 2015. No pre-registra-
tion is necessary. These sessions are open 
to all, regardless of religious affiliation. 
Please call Mary Hagerty at 925-846-5377 
for more information.

Center for Spiritual Living Livermore 
Valley, people from all faith traditions, 
cultures, races and sexual orientations are 
welcome. Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. 
Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 2nd Floor, 
Livermore. For more information contact 
revharriet1@yahoo.com.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews secular 
Purim celebration on Sunday, March 1 
from 10:30 - 12:30 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center in Livermore. Participants will make 
hamantaschen, have crafts, games, and 
fun for all ages, and present the annual 
Purim skit. Attendees are welcome to come 
dressed as their favorite Purim character. 
This event is free for TVCJ members, and 
costs $10 for non-members (which can 
be applied to a membership if someone 
wishes to join). The Bothwell Arts center is 
located at 2466 8th St. in Livermore.

Community HU Chant theme of a non-
denominational prayer activity Saturday 
March 7th at 1:00 PM. HU is a love song to 
God that can help you. The Community HU 
Chant is held once a month each 1st Satur-
day at The Parkview, 100 Valley Avenue, 
Pleasanton CA. For More Information 
contact by computer
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National History Day (NHD) has announced the 24 
teachers selected as Behring Teacher Ambassadors for 
the 2015–2016 academic year. Local teacher Anne M. 
Matarrese-Everton from Thomas S. Hart Middle School in 
Pleasanton was selected to represent California.

The selected teachers have shown outstanding creativity, 
commitment and inspiration in developing students’ interest 
in history. Candidates must be excellent classroom teachers 
who are past winners of the Behring Teacher Award in their 
affiliate program. Matarrese-Everton received the Behring 
Teacher Award for classroom excellence in NHD’s junior 
division in 2011.

Next year the 2015–2016 NHD theme is Exploration, 
Encounter, Exchange in History. Behring Teacher Ambas-
sadors will work with students and teachers to help them 
better understand this theme and to expand NHD programs 
in their regions. Participating teachers will attend a training 
workshop in July, collaborate with their program’s affiliate 
coordinator to develop a working plan and implement an 
action plan to support and expand NHD activities.

NHD is a nonprofit education organization in College 
Park, MD.  For more information about NHD, visit www.
nhd.org.

The James Irvine Foundation will honor five recipients 
of the 2015 James Irvine Foundation Leadership Awards at 
a luncheon in Sacramento. The awards recognize innova-
tive leaders advancing breakthrough solutions to critical 
issues facing California. Each recipient’s organization is 
awarded $200,000 to advance his or her work, along with 
additional support. This year’s recipients are working in 
the areas of employment, early education, corrections and 
youth well-being.

One of the 2015 award recipients is Nancy O’Malley, 
Alameda County District Attorney and the head of an of-
fice that leads the state in human trafficking prosecutions. 

In 2005, DA O’Malley created the Human Exploitation 
and Trafficking (H.E.A.T.) Watch program, the first of its 
kind in California and the first to operate within a public 
prosecution office in the United States. 

H.E.A.T. Watch brings prosecutors, investigators and 
victims’ advocates together to address the needs of those 
who have been exploited, while working to ensure their 
exploiters are prosecuted to the full extent of the law. A 
2012 report from the California Attorney General stated that 

The  TV30 Founda-
tion and Dublin Partners 
in Education Foundation 
joined with the Lions Club 
of Livermore to present the 
2015 Outstanding Citizen 
of the Year Awards banquet 
honoring Alameda County 
District Attorney Nancy 
O’Malley. She joins early 
recipient, Earl Warren, the 
District Attorney in 1926.

U.S. Congressman Eric 
M. Swalwell, Jr., was the 
principal speaker to honor 
O’Malley. Over 200 people 
attended the event held at 
the Bella Rosa Event Center 
at Garré Vineyard & Winery 
in Livermore.

The Citizen of the Year 
Award Dinner is airing 
through the month of Feb-
ruary on Comcast TV Chan-
nel 30 and AT&T U-verse 
via Channel 99 as well as 
streaming live on the TV30 
website. For air days & 
times, visit www.tv30.org.

Pictured are Congressman Eric Swalwell, guest speaker at the 2015 Citizen of the 
Year Award Dinner; Ben Barrientos, President, Lions Club of Livermore; Alameda 
County District Attorney Nancy O’Malley, 2015 Alameda County Citizen of the Year; 
and Dr. Marshall Kamena, President, Tri-Valley Community Television Foundation.

O’Malley’s office has prosecuted 46 percent of all human 
trafficking cases in California.

O'Malley commented, “We need a meaningful and sub-
stantive dialogue among law enforcement, public welfare, 
juvenile justice and other leaders to chart a course for how 
California’s public systems should best handle and care 
for victims of human trafficking and abuse,” she says. “By 
coming together, working collaboratively and providing a 
comprehensive response, we will save lives and we will be 
more effective at preventing child sex trafficking

“I am deeply honored to be recognized by The Irvine 
Foundation and will use this award as an opportunity to 
create an Institute devoted to ending the sexual exploitation 
of children. The Institute will bring together a group of com-
mitted leaders from diverse backgrounds that will examine 
the status of our state’s response to human trafficking and 
create an evidence-based guide for policy makers, elected 
leader and communities to adopt in the fight to end human 
trafficking of children across our state.”

To learn more about the James Irvine Foundation Leader-
ship Awards, visit: http://irvine.org/leadership 

O'Malley Selected to Receive Irvine Foundation Award

O'Malley Receives Award As Outstanding Citizen Of 2015 Hart Teacher Selected as 
Behring Teacher Ambassador

On March 11, 2015, the March Religion Chat will be 
held at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
950 Mocho Street, Livermore. The meeting time will be 
5:00 to 6:00 PM.

Because the newspapers have been full of ethnic, 
cultural and racial issues, we are going to talk about them-
-not from the point-of-view of experts in the field, but 
from personal experiences. All the attendees may speak, 
if they choose to. The topic is, "Have you ever felt like an 
outsider because of your beliefs, culture, race, or for other 
reasons? How have those experiences influenced you?" 

The event is free and open to the public.
Religion Chat is a monthly interfaith forum held on the 

second Wednesday of the month at one of Interfaith Inter-
connect's fifteen participating congregations in Livermore 
and Pleasanton. The group's mission statement reads" To 
enrich, inform and educate ourselves and others about the 
great diversity of faiths and cultures in our Valley."

To contact the group, e-mail interfaith.interconnect@
gmail.com. We are also on Facebook.

Religion Chat 
to Discuss Issues 

of the Day


