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PET OF THE WEEK
“The bigger the better” is Brisco’s motto. He’s living large 
and looking for a family with lots of heart. A 1½-year-old 
Husky/Shepherd mix, Brisco is bristling with energy and 
needs an adopter who can keep up with him. Bound on over 
to Valley Humane Society (VHS) to meet Brisco, Tuesdays 
through Saturdays from 10 am – 4 pm and Sundays from 
12 noon – 4 pm. VHS is located at 3670 Nevada Street. 
Pleasanton. For more information please call (925) 426-8656, 
or visit www.valleyhumane.org to see other adoptable cats 
and dogs. Find us on Facebook, too. Photo - Valley Humane 
Society/V. Kelly
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Olivia Sanwong

Amador ‘We 
the People’ 
Team Wins 
2nd Place 
Nationally

The Amador Valley High 
School competition civ-
ics team won second place 
again in the national We the 
People competition held at 
George Mason University 
in Fairfax, Va. 

It was the fifth time an 
Amador team took second 
place in the contest. The 
school won the top trophy 
in 1995, with the team’s 
first coach, the late Skip 
Mohatt.

The national winner this 
year was Grant High School 
from Portland, Ore. The 
team placed 7th last year.

Brian Ladd and Mairi 
Wohlgemuth coached the 
Amador team to its fin-
ish on April 29. Ladd told 
The Independent, “We are 
incredibly proud of the the 
team members. They per-
formed at the highest level 
we could have asked for. 
Every one of the 29 students 
was a star at some point in 
the competition.”

Although some students 
were disappointed  at first 
that they did not win the top 
spot, “They realized a little 
later that evening how far 
they had gone, how hard 
they had worked, and that 
this was a unique opportunity 
that very few people would 
ever have,” said Ladd.

Amador principal Jim 
Hansen said, “We are very 
proud of them, and of all the 
work the kids did over the 
year. We’re proud of Brian 
and Mairi and the commu-
nity folks who helped them 
raise money  to go to the 
competition.”

The Amador team ad-
vanced to the national con-
test after it won the Califor-
nia championship in Bakers-
field on Feb. 9. Amador has 

The selection process 
for Livermore’s next Chief 
of Police is underway. It 
officially began earlier this 
month following the retire-
ment of Steve Sweeney 
who served as Chief for 
five years.

The City is seeking input 
from the public on traits 
and characteristics that the 
next Chief of Police should 
possess. 

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts stated, “It’s critical to 
hear from people across the 
city who interface with the 
Police Chief on a regular 
basis and deal with issues 
of crime and its impacts.” 
The City plans to use the 
information to help identify 
skills and attributes that can-
didates should possess to be 
considered for the position.

Residents can take the 
survey online until May 19, 
2013 by going to the City’s 
website (www.cityofliver-
more.net) and clicking on 
the Police Chief Commu-
nity Survey under the Latest 
News section. The survey is 
also accessible through the 
City’s Facebook page and 
will be tweeted to followers 
of @CityofLivermore.

 

Residents Can 
List Desired 
Traits for 
Police Chief

(See AMADOR, page 3) By Carol Graham
It took more than half 

of a year to organize an 
event that lasted only several 
hours but will live forever in 
the memories of those who 
were there.

On April 24th, Granada 

High School hosted the 
Livermore Veterans Ap-
preciation Baseball Game, 
an event that combined the 
cross-town rivals’ varsity 
baseball game with cer-
emonies honoring local vet-
erans. 

“The community  of 
Granada and of the entire 
city was so moved by this 
tribute,” said Granada prin-
cipal Philomena Rambo.  
“We suspended the athletic 
rivalry with Livermore High 

Baseball Teams Host 
Veterans Appreciation Day

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Jason Ross tosses out the first pitch to the Granada baseball team.  

(See VETERANS, page 3)

L. Jeffrey (Jeff) Atherton 
has been named director of 
the National Ignition Facility 
(NIF) at the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory, 
Director Parney Albright 
announced. 

Ed Moses will remain the 
principal associate director 
for the NIF & Photon Sci-
ence Directorate.

According to a  Lab 
spokesperson, Moses will 
continue to oversee the same 
areas as in the past such as 
budget and operations.

Effective May 1, Ather-
ton will take on the role of 

Ballots are due next 
Tues., May 7 for the by 
mail election to select a new 
member of the Pleasanton 
City Council.

Four candidates are in the 
running. Campaign reports 
filed on Monday show that 
Kathy Narum has collected 
the most cash. The reporting 
period runs from March 24 
to April 20.

Narum received $7665 in 
cash this period for a total of 
$22,592 for the campaign. 
She lists a $3000 loan to 
herself. Among those donat-
ing to Narum this reporting 
period were Nancy Allen, 
$100; Frank Auf Dermaur 
$200; Janice Batcheller, 
$100; Summer Bowers, 
$300; J. Jack Bras, $150; 
Steven Decoite, $200; for-
mer councilmember Becky 
Dennis, $100; Ted Fair-
field, $150; Tom Fox, $200; 

The annual American 
Lung Association (ALA) re-
port on the quality of the air 
in the United States shows 
Alameda County assigned 
an F for the excessive ozone 
day violations that occurred 
over the past three years. It 
was the same grade given to  
the county last year.

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory retirees 
are contemplating a change 
in strategy in their legal ef-
fort to force the University 
of California to return them 
to its health care programs.

Hoping to increase pres-
sure on UC management, 
and mindful of the continu-
ing challenge of raising 
funds for protracted legal 
battles, the UC Livermore 
Retirees Group is exploring 
the possibility of changing 
its lawsuit to a class action. 

A class action suit could 
force the University to “pay 
more attention” to retiree 
claims because of the po-
tential for large damages, 
according to the leader of the 
Retirees Group, Joe Requa.  
In an interview, he said he 
considers the change “likely, 
(but) not certain.”

More attention should be 
paid to the needs of North 
Livermore.

That was a theme that 
ran through the discussion 

Gov. Jerry Brown’s pro-
posal for Local Control 
Funding Formula (LCFF) 
for schools had a hearing 
in Sacramento that drew 
two sharply defined groups 
speaking for the formula and 
against it.

The Assembly Educa-
tion Committee, chaired by 
Assemblywoman Joan Bu-
chanan (D-Alamo), whose 
district includes the Valley, 
met in Sacramento April 
24 for the first  hearing on 
AB 88.

Lab Retirees Mull Change
To Class Action Lawsuit

Requa supposed that the 
class might be something 
like all LLNL retirees who 
had once qualified for UC 
health care.

For decades, Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory was operated by the 
University of California, 
so its employees were UC 
employees, with all the Uni-
versity’s benefits.

Retirees were removed 
from the UC health care sys-
tem starting in 2008, after the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
terminated the University’s 
role as the Laboratory’s sole 
manager.  Under the current 
arrangement, the Laboratory 
is managed by a for-profit 
consortium, of which the 
University is one partner.

Many retirees have said 
that they have found the 

(See LAWSUIT, page 4)

Martin Inderbitzen, $250; 
Justin Ladd, $300; Peter 
McDonald, $100; Shirley 
Macchiano, $150; former 
mayor Ken Mercer, $100; 
Arne Olson, $100; Council-
member Jerry Pentin, $100; 
and former mayor Robert 
Philcox, $150. The report 
shows the $100 donated by 
James Tong was returned. 

David Miller reported 
$21,404 in campaign funds, 
with $16,000 of that total 
coming from a loan to him-
self. He received  $500 from 
one person, Roberty Byrd, 
listed as retired.

Olivia Sanwong listed 
$909 in donations for this 
reporting period for a total 
of $3184. A loan of $1050 
to herself is included in the 
total. Donating to her were 
Robert Becker, $100; State 
Senator Ellen Corbett, $100; 

Pleasanton City Council 
Ballots Due May 7

(See BALLOT, page 4)

School Funding Formula 
Has Sacramento Hearing

The Assembly Budget 
Committee also will look at 
the formula. It had been the 
only scheduled stop for the 
formula in the Assembly. 
Buchanan wrote AB 88 so 
that Brown’s formula would 
have to be discussed as poli-
cy, affording school districts 
and the public a chance to 
comment on it directly. 

Brown does not need the 
Legislature’s vote to imple-
ment the formula. However, 
if he seeks bond money to 
support it, he would need the 

Legislature’s approval.
Brown’s funding plan 

would establish three lev-
els. One is the basic level, 
which would underlie all 
districts. Above that would 
be the supplemental level, 
which would add funding 
for districts in which 35 
percent of their enrollment 
is comprised of  English 
language learners (ELL) or 
low-income students. 

A further level of fund-
ing, called concentration 
funding, would be given to 

districts that have more than 
50 percent of either ELL or 
low-income students

School district represen-
tatives, students and other 
advocates that would ben-
efit from Brown’s formula 
praised AB 88 at the hearing. 
Districts that did not have 
the demographics that would 
bring them  more money said 
Brown’s formula should be 
altered.

‘DEVASTATING 
TO DUBLIN’

Dublin school superin-

tendent Steve Hanke spoke 
up for districts that are still 
growing. He declared the 
formula would be “devastat-
ing to Dublin,” where school 
enrollment has grown 5 
percent per year in the past 
few years.

Hanke said Dublin’s 
schools will probably grow 
another 25 to 30 percent 
over the next seven years, 
which is the life of Brown’s 
proposed LFCC funding. 

The seven-year funding 
(See FUNDING, page 10)

director as NIF  transitions 
to a user facility. ‘The NIF 
director will ensure the facil-
ity use plan balances needs 
and priorities across the 
NIF mission areas, stated 
Albright.

NIF provides a funda-
mental capability for the nu-
clear stockpile stewardship 
program, allowing scientists 
at the weapons laboratories 
to study physics phenom-
ena under the conditions of 
nuclear tests without having 
to conduct tests..

Albright explained, “NIF 

Lab Names New 
Director of NIF

(See NIF, page 10)

County Fails Its Ozone Test Again
Further, the county was 

marked down from C to 
D in the particulate matter 
category in the report, which 
was issued April 24.  

Ozone is a substance 
that can be beneficial, for 
example for water treatment. 
However, the exhaust that 
comes from motor vehicles 

and heats up in the sunshine 
leads to the creation of a gas 
that is unhealthy for people’s 
lungs and heart.  

Particulate matter (PM) 
consists of small airborne 
particles that are generated 
by diesel fuels, industries, 
and the wood that burns in 

(See OZONE, page 10)

during a Livermore City 
Council and Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
(LARPD) Board of Direc-
tors workshop on Monday.

The workshop was an 
effort to determine if there 
were ways the two agen-
cies could work together 

Workshop Comments Say More 
Attention Should Be Paid to North Livermore

(See NORTH, page 10)



PAGE 2 - The Independent, MAY 2, 2013



The Independent, MAY 2, 2013 - PAGE 3

Hacienda Adds Tenants
Hacienda Busienss Park in Pleasanton 

is reporting a continued positive inflow of 
tenant activity for the first quarter of 2013. 
Nearly 70,000 square feet of transactions 
occurred in Hacienda during the first quar-
ter of the year with over 58,000 square feet 
of net positive absorption.  

“Hacienda is seeing a trend of solid 
growth continue at the start of 2013” 
said James Paxson, Hacienda’s general 
manager. “We continue to see good leas-
ing activity across a variety of business 
sectors.”

Several notable transactions occurred in 
the first quarter. Major commitments were 
made by companies in a variety of business 
segments, including: ImageX (market-
ing and advertising services), Pleasanton 
Bilingual Montessori Preschool (Chinese 
bilingual preschool), and TJKM’s reloca-
tion (transportation consulting firm).

Police Investigate Death
East Bay Region Parks Police work-

ing in concert with the Pleasanton Police 
Department closed the Pleasanton Ridge 
Park on Tuesday at the staging area, south 
of Castlewood Drive.  The park was closed 
for approximately 4 hours while police 
conducted a death investigation. 

On Monday evening, the Pleasanton 
Police Department received a report of a 
missing male resident. The man’s car was 
located in the parking lot of the Pleasanton 
Ridge Park, which is East Bay Parks Police 
Jurisdiction.  The two agencies worked 
together to try to locate the missing man.

On Tuesday morning, the missing man 
was located in the hills of the Pleasanton 
Ridge Park.  The Alameda County Coro-
ner’s office came to the scene and will be 
conducting an investigation to determine 
the official cause of the man’s death.  Foul 
play is not suspected.

won state championships 12 
times since We the People 
began in 1989.

In the contest, students 
make presentations in mock 
congressional hearings about 
aspects of the  U.S. Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights. 
The  field of schools from 
45 states and the District 
of Columbia was narrowed 
down to 10 schools for the 
final round.

Until the past several 
years, the competition was 
held in federal buildings in 
Washington. The venue was 
changed to George Mason 
University because federal 
funding for the entire contest 
was eliminated. 

F u n d i n g  c o n t i n u e s 
through local volunteer and 
school district efforts. The 
Amador team raised $35,000 
to finance its trip to the na-
tionals.

AMADOR
(continued from page one)

School for the moment, 
bringing the two schools 
together on our home field 
to honor the military.  We 
cannot take for granted our 
freedoms, our rights and 
our privileges.  We must 
thank those who maintain 
our freedom by using that 
freedom to make the world 
a better place.”

From the moment orga-
nizer and Granada baseball 
coach Steve Richards con-
ceived the idea of honoring 
local veterans, the event 
took on a life of its own.  It 
became increasingly clear 
as more volunteers joined 
his efforts that Richards had 
touched a nerve: community 
members were eager to have 
an opportunity to show their 
support but needed a venue 
to do so.

“We may be witnessing 
the beginning of a culture 
change - a refocusing of 
values to recognize service 
as a higher good, to realize 
that honor and dignity and 
sacrifice are important, and 
that those who serve deserve 
the first seat at the table,” 
said veteran supporter Mari-
lyn Carter.  “I realized at the 
game that we are the ones 
that need opportunities like 
this.  I’m grateful to Coach 
Richards for his efforts and 
leadership to make it all 
happen.”

Afternoon events in-
cluded the dedication of a 
flagpole and plaque near 
Granada’s baseball diamond, 
a presentation by the US 

Marine Corps Color Guard, 
addresses from Livermore 
officials including Mayor 
John Marchand and School 
Superintendent Kelly Bow-
ers, and a fly-over by three 
military planes that dipped 
their wings in recognition 
of the veterans gathered to-
gether on the baseball field.

At the heart of the event 
were two Livermore vet-
erans who had sustained 
severe injuries in the line 
of duty: Staff Sergeant Ja-
son Ross of the US Marine 
Corps and Sergeant Cristian 
Valle of the US Army.  

Ross, a Granada gradu-
ate, had returned to Liver-
more for the first time in six 
years just days earlier.  The 
night before the game, he 
met with the Granada base-
ball team at his hotel. 

“I understand Livermore 
now has a downtown,” he 
said with a smile. 

For more than an hour 
Ross spoke with the athletes 
about his experiences in 
Afghanistan, including how 
a blast from a hidden explo-

sive device cost him his legs 
in early 2011. “It’s surreal 
getting blown up because 
your mind is playing catch 
up,” he said.  “When I landed 
on the ground I saw smoke 
coming out of my blackened 
glove and thought, ‘That 
can’t be good.’”

At 4:30 the day of the 
event at the baseball game, 
with dozens of veterans from 
all branches of the military 
standing behind him, Ross 
threw out the first pitch to 
Granada.

Cristian Valle threw the 
first pitch to Livermore.

 “It was an awesome 
experience,” said Valle, a 
Livermore resident.  “Just 
to see so many people there 
thanking you and cheering 
you on is a great feeling.  
Also, being there for another 
service member, welcoming 
him home, is something I 
will always remember.”

For Richards, the best 
part of the afternoon was 
seeing Ross and Valle throw 
those pitches to the teams 
who were wearing camou-

VETERANS
(continued from page one)

flaged jerseys.  “That was re-
ally moving,” said Richards, 
whose son Matt later hit a 
home run that helped the 
Granada Matadors beat the 
Livermore Cowboys 5-0.  

“We had a great turn out, 
a lot of people saying this 
was great to do for our vet-
erans, and a lot of ‘Wows!’” 
he added.  

Monies earned from raf-
fles, refreshments and dona-
tions were given to Valle 
and Ross. 

Volunteer Gini Wright 
spoke of how the event 
affected the teenage base-
ball players.  “My nephew 
learned so much from Jason 
and was surprised at how 
open and honest he was.  He 
said meeting and listening to 
Jason was the coolest thing 
he has ever been a part of.”

Parent Missy Proetel 
agreed.   “My son said the 
event really had an impact 
on the players.  They walked 
away feeling really proud to 
be Americans.”

 
 
 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
Students modeled their creations during the 4th Annual Sunol 
Glen Trashion Show.  The goal of this event is to get students 
thinking differently about waste.
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Narum: Right Choice
Judy Symcox
Pleasanton

Kathy Narum is the only 
city council candidate who 
is knowledgeable and expe-
rienced enough on day one, 
in all Pleasanton issues. In 
16 years she has served on 
numerous Hacienda and 
downtown boards, task forc-
es, Seahawks, plus serving  
five years each on Planning 
and Parks & Rec Commis-
sions.  This vacancy needs 
Kathy’s skills and history  
to step in. 

Sadly, this race is dirtier 
than we are used to. Sat-
urday, I received a costly, 
glossy Miller mailer. It an-
gered me enough to write. It 
was insulting with dishonest, 
inane, empty, ‘misleading’ 
generalities, written for the 
most uninformed and gull-
ible. Without a history of ser-

vice, maybe there was little 
to offer. Miller said only he 
had retiree and middle-class 
endorsements, not Kathy. 
Wrong. I am both and I en-
dorse Kathy Narum.

Miller’s gadget invention 
and Narum’s engineering 
degree are both nice, but ir-
relevant to the issues facing 
Pleasanton.

Vote for experience and a 
history serving Pleasanton. 
Vote Kathy Narum.

Don’t be Fooled 
Phil Blank
Pleasanton

It is easy to label some-
one.  Her opponent has 
labelled Kathy Narum as a 
‘bureaucrat’.  These personal 
attacks have no place in our 
community and, in the case 
of Kathy, nothing can be 
farther from the truth.  I have 
known Kathy for several 
years having served with her 
on the Planning Commis-
sion.  She has a clear track 
record of accomplishments.  
She works hard for the citi-
zens of Pleasanton and her 
contributions to the success 
of the Commission and the 
task forces upon which she 
serves are well documented.  
Check her documented re-
cord of accomplishments 
yourself.

Kathy has volunteered 
literally thousands of hours 
in the service of this com-

munity.  She takes the time 
to learn and fully understand 
the issues that affect our 
City.  She understands the 
practicality of what can and 
cannot be done under the law 
and frankly, gets it done.  

How has her opponent 
served our City?  In short, 
other than being a resident, 
he hasn’t.  But when you 
don’t have a track record, 
you resort to a label to try 
and divert attention from 
that fact.  Don’t be fooled 
by a disingenuous label.  
Vote for Kathy Narum for 
Pleasanton City Council. 

Narum:  Strong leader
Nancy Allen
Pleasanton

I have known Kathy since 
our college days when she 
was the treasurer of an or-
ganization we both served 
in.  More recently, I have ob-
served her leadership on task 
forces we have both been 
involved with (the Hous-
ing Element and the East 
Pleasanton Specific Plan).  I 
have always been impressed 
with Kathy’s commitment to 
doing what was best for the 
overall organization vs. do-
ing it for her own self inter-
est.  And, she does her work 
in a way that demonstrates 
strong leadership.   She 
seeks input on all sides of the 
issue to fully understand the 
pros and cons, carefully ana-

lyzes impacts to the overall 
community, and ultimately 
makes an independent de-
cision to help the overall 
community.

Pleasanton is special for 
all of us but we face many 
challenges in keeping it spe-
cial.  How will we insure our 
future fiscal health?  How 
will we keep our down-
town vibrant?  How will we 
manage our future growth 
and housing requirements 
without negatively impact-
ing existing neighborhoods?  
How will we continue to 
protect our open space for 
future generations?

I do not have all the an-
swers.  But I look for leaders 
I can trust to ask the right 
questions to find the an-
swers, that listen to all sides 
before making a decision, 
and who have the guts to 
make independent  decisions 
to support the overall com-
munity vs. any one special 
interest group.    I have seen 
Kathy consistently demon-
strate these skills for many 
years.  For example, I saw 
this recently in her leader-
ship role on the East Pleas-
anton Specific Plan where 
she proposed changes to the 
vision and the plan options 
so they more strongly re-
flected community input and 
protected existing neighbor-
hoods against development 
impacts. 

Please join me in voting 
for Kathy Narum.

A Gift to the City
We love the idea of building a gazebo in 

Carnegie Park in downtown Livermore. 
The Livermore City Council approved the 

idea at its most recent meeting. 
The gazebo will add to the growing options 

for entertainment and special event venues. 
The Rotary Cluib of Livermore and the 

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley worked 
with Livermore Downtown, Inc. to came up 
with the idea. Rotary will pay for and build 
the structure. We agree wtih the Livermore 
Heritage guild that its design not be faux-
historical in nature. It should however blend 
in with the historic setting of the site. 

Livermore Rotarians indicated that they 
will be working closely with the City to final-
ize the construction plans and hope to build 
the gazebo within the next year. 

We agree with Charles Hartwig, a member 
of the Livermore Rotary Club and Rotarian 
Foundation, who stated, “This will be a great 
gift to the city.”

 

consortium’s health care 
programs confusing, un-
reliable and in some cases 
much more expensive than 
the suite of programs that 
the University offered to its 
retirees in the past. Many 
had made career decisions 
based on the belief that they 
would always be University 
retirees with access to UC 
health care programs.

 Several hundred retirees 
organized the UC Livermore 
Retirees Group, established 
a legal fund and, in 2010, 
filed suit in Superior Court 
in Oakland. Although recent 
court rulings make it clear 
that the retirees have stand-
ing to sue and their case 
may be heard, the retirees 
are concerned that there 
may be little motivation for 
UC to pay much attention 
to them.

It appears to be “in UC’s 
best interest to drag things 
out as long as possible, since 
they are saving money by 
doing so and will not have 
to pay any damages if they 
lose,” said Requa.

“By going to a class ac-
tion, we can ask for rein-
statement (to UC health 
programs) and accrued dam-
ages,” he added.

More than 90 percent of 
Retiree Group members re-
cently voted for converting 
to class-action. The Group’s 
Legal Defense Panel agreed 
to make the change. Next 
steps are to submit a petition 
to the court and to define the 
class affected in a way that 
the court can approve.

Jay Davis, a former as-
sociate director at the labora-

tory and one of four retiree 
plaintiffs in the present law-
suit, agreed that moving to 
a class action is appropri-
ate.  “More than the four 
plaintiffs are affected,” he 
pointed out.

Like Requa, he is con-
cerned with the snail-like 
pace of legal action and 
hopes that a class action 
will speed things up. The 
University has a track re-
cord of trying “to exhaust 
the plaintiff’s resources” by 
moving slowly, he said.  He 
thinks that the courts have 
shown some impatience 
with these go-slow tactics. 
Davis is confident that the 
retirees should be able “to 
outlast them” and eventually 
prevail.

In the meantime, fund-
raising to support the legal 
activities remains a serious 
challenge for the grassroots 
Retiree Group. Requa re-
ferred to funding as “my 
primary worry at this point.”  
In an email explaining the 
situation to members of 
the retiree organization, he 
said that further activity 
converting to class-action 
converting to and pursuing a 
class-action suit would cost 
about $75,000.  

The Retirees Group al-
ready had $25,000 on hand 
and has raised an additional 
$33,000 in recent weeks, 
he said. A gap remains. The 
group continues to solicit 
funds from supporters.

Those wishing to contrib-
ute can send to the UCLRG 
Legal Defense Fund, c/o 
B. Sokoloski, 1144 Xavier 
Way, Livermore 94550.

 

LAWSUIT
(continued from page one) former councilmember Matt 

Sullivan, $50; and Congress-
man Eric Swalwell, $100. 
Many of her donations were 
at the $25 level.

Mark Hamilton had not 
filed a campaign report as of 
Tuesday afternoon.

Voted ballots must be 
received by the Alameda 
County Registrar of Voters 
Office, 1225 Fallon Street, 
Rm. G-1, Oakland, no later 
than 8:00 p.m. on May 7, 
2013. Postmarks are not ac-
ceptable.

The Livermore Board 
of Education celebrated a 
variety of academic achieve-
ments during its meeting 
last week. The evening also 
provided a glimpse into 
programs in the planning 
stage.

Superintendent Kelly 
Bowers told board mem-
bers that she had meet with 
representatives from Sandia 
National Laboratories. The 
discussion included a poten-
tial partnership with Sandia 
and UC Davis to establish 
a manufacturing academy. 
“There are a lot of high tech 
jobs associated with the 
idea,” Bowers commented. 

One of the successes al-
ready making a mark in the 
district was reported to the 
board by Marilyn Avenue 
Principal Jeff Keller. The 
school will be receiving a 
banner from the Educational 
Results Partnership on May 
7 proclaiming its designa-

BALLOT
(continued from page one)

tion as a STAR Honor Roll 
School. 

The honor roll recognizes 
higher performing schools in 
the state, particularly higher 
poverty schools that are 
closing achievement gaps.

Keller noted that the API 
for Marilyn had risen from 
645 in 2005 to 808 in 2012 
with similar gains in all of 
the significant groups. For 
example, the Hispanic group 
gained 208 points.

“The achievement has 
been a collaborative ef-
fort, including teachers who 
have high expectations and 
believe that ability and char-
acter are changeable, not 
fixed,” he stated.

Amy Robbins, Director 
of Curriculum and Special 
Projects, introduced Eric 
Taylor, who showcased the 
success of one of the pro-
grams connecting Livermore 
students with the 21st cen-

tury, Project Lead the Way.
Taylor noted that the 

green engineering academy 
at Livermore High School 
began in the 2010-11 school 
year with an enrollment 
of 30. This year, 150 stu-
dents are participating in 
the program. The academy 
received the Golden Bell 
Award presented by the 
California School Boards 
Association (CSBA). The 
honor was awarded in the 
Career Technical Education 
category. The academy is di-
rected by Alberto Solorzano, 
principal at Livermore High 
School. Mike Waltz and 
Susan Johnston serve as the 
program coordinators and 
lead teachers.

Programs at  middle 
school that prepare students 
to take part in the academy. 
Middle school students take 
part in STEM Exploration I, 
designed to prepare them to 
take part in the high school 
academy. Middle school en-
rollment has increased from 
75 students last year to 125 
this year at East Avenue and 
Christensen. 

Regina Brinker, who 
heads the Christensen pro-
gram, noted one of the proj-
ects students undertook was 
to design a solar house us-
ing the City of Livermore 
building code. They were 
required to write a report, 
conduct research and cre-
ate a floor plan. Math and 
literacy skills were needed to 
complete the project. “What  
we found was students are 
enthusiastic about the class. 
To complete the assignment, 
students were required to 
learn a professional level 
design program, which is 
considered difficult. The 
response from the students 
included such comments 
as, ‘It is really hard, but I 
love it.’”

East Avenue students 
were presented with a prob-
lem and told to solve it. They 
learn to work cooperatively 
and critique each other dur-
ing the process. The problem 
was related to heat transfer 
with a goal to create a dwell-
ing for a penguin that would 
remain cold. The students 
are judged on the process, 
rather than the final results. 
They must also justify what 
they did to solve the prob-
lem.

Taylor said of the future 
that next year Granada High 
School will be piloting a 
computer academy.

Livermore Education 
Association president Shelly 
Fields stated that the Future 
Farmers of American (FFA) 
program received recogni-
tion at a session of corpo-
rate VIPs hosted by Wente 
Vineyards. Danielle Jess 
talked about the local FFA 
program. She has been in-

vited to make the same pre-
sentation at another meeting. 
Fields also noted that the 
Livermore FFA team placed 
third overall in the state.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment at Livermore High 
School was founded in 1939, 
making the Livermore FFA 
the oldest club at Livermore 
High School. It is the last 
FFA chapter remaining in 
Alameda County 

The final educational 
opportunity was described 
to the board by Will San-
ford from Futures Explored, 
Inc.

The program, founded by 
Joey Travolta, opened The 
Practical Film and Media 
Workshop class in Livermore 
in February.  The vocational 
program takes participants, 
austistic adults, through the 
process of film making from 
pre to post production. 

Sanford stated that the 
class had been in the works 
for four years. The goal is 
for students to be employ-
able. Six young adults are 
in the process of learning 
all aspects of filming. “More 
importantly, the class teach-
es them social skills, how 
to work together as a team 
and put out a product that 
people want.” The students 
go out and make videos and 
are paid to do so. 

He indicated that there is 
an interest in working with 
the district.

Superintendent Bowers 
commented that there are 
ways the district can support 
the workshop through its IEP 
(Individualized Education 
Program). 

She added that she had 
seen some of the titles of 
films the students are mak-
ing. One was very touching, 
“Why I Should Have Been 
Born.” The students real-
ized that they can give hope 
to parents who may have a 
child born with a disability 
by telling their stories.

Board member Kate Ru-
nyon stated, “The program 
is much in keeping with 
the district’s mission that 
each child learn to grow 
and thrive in a changing 
world.”

Board Hears What Is Good 
About Livermore Schools 

By Carol Graham
Nearly 40 years ago, a 

Livermore High School 
valedictorian stood before 
his classmates and urged 
them to make a difference. 

The year was 1974. The 
teenagers had grown up 
during the tumultuous ‘60s, 
becoming the first genera-
tion to witness an overseas 
war from their living rooms. 
Between episodes of That 
Girl and Bonanza, solemn 
anchormen reported news 
of battles, riots and political 
unrest. 

“If you’re dissatisfied, be 
active,” the young speaker 
admonished his fellow grad-
uates. “Work for the people 
and propositions you favor. 
Our vote is our voice; if 
we don’t vote, nobody will 
hear us.”

For the next four decades, 
Wayne Sandholtz followed 
his own advice. Last fall, he 
was awarded the esteemed 
John A. McCone Chair in 
International Relations at 
the University of Southern 
California. 

Being appointed an en-

dowed chair is the most pres-
tigious honor a university 
can confer upon a faculty 
member, carrying with it a 
stable source of funding to 
support the chair-holder’s 
work, research and service 
activities.

“I have always been fas-
cinated by the interplay 
of different countries and 
cultures,” Sandholtz said 
recently. “I am most pas-
sionate about human rights 
and international efforts to 
improve respect for basic 
rights around the world.”

Sandholtz’s current proj-
ects include assessing the 
relationship between U.S. 
military assistance in the 
war on terror and the hu-
man rights performances 
of recipient countries, and 
constructing and analyzing 
a cross-national database of 
citations issued to foreign 
and international legal ma-
terials by national constitu-
tional courts.

It’s important, he added, 
“to allow more of the world’s 
population to live in dignity 
and security.”

After graduating from 
high school, Sandholtz 
earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in political science at 
Brigham Young University, 
followed by both his mas-
ter’s degree and Ph.D., also 
in political science, from 
the University of California, 
Berkeley.  

“Growing up, Livermore 
provided a lively cultural 
and political environment,” 
said Sandholtz, the oldest 
of six siblings. “My parents 
were always involved in lo-
cal politics.”

Parents LaMyrl and “San-
dy” Sandholtz nurtured their 
children’s curiosity. “Both 
Wayne’s father and I loved 
education, loved exploring 
and loved reading,” said 
LaMyrl. “We were always 
encouraging new ideas and 
discussion. If we were hav-
ing dinner and somebody 
used a word not everyone 
was familiar with, we’d be 
off to find a dictionary.”

Since ancient times, phil-
anthropic endowments have 
been among the most im-
portant gifts to higher edu-
cation. Greek philosopher 
Plato bequeathed valuable 
land to his disciples so they 
could maintain his Academy. 
Roman emperor Marcus Au-
relius created an endowed 
chair for the major schools 
of philosophy. 

In 1502, the practice was 
adapted to the modern uni-
versity system in England 
when Lady Margaret Beau-
fort, grandmother to the 
future king Henry VIII, cre-
ated the first endowed chair 
at Oxford. 

A chair is typically es-
tablished by pooling and 

investing a large amount of 
philanthropically-provided 
funds in which the principle 
remains in the fund generat-
ing interest income used to 
support, in perpetuity, the 
work of leading educators. 

The John A. McCone 
Chair in International Re-
lations was established 
in 1991 to honor the San 
Francisco-born McCone, a 
businessman and politician 
who served as chairman of 
the Atomic Energy Com-
mission, and Director of 
Central Intelligence during 
the height of the Cold War. 
He was awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom 
in 1987 for his contributions 
to the national interests of 
the U.S.

Prior to his installation 
as the McCone endowed 
chair, Sandholtz spent two 
decades at the University of 
California, Irvine in various 
professorial positions and as 
Director for the Center for 
Global Peace and Conflict 
Studies.

Echoing across four de-
cades, the young Sandholtz’s 
words seem particularly tell-
ing in light of his life’s work.  
“Being informed and aware 
lays the foundation for intel-
ligent activity, but there is 
one thing missing,” he said 
that June night in ‘74. “It is 
certainly possible for very 
alert and knowledgeable 
people to be morally mis-
directed. So what is needed 
is to be informed and aware 
with a strong moral base to 
guide activity. The character 
of a nation depends on the 
character of its individu-
als.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
            

Livermore Grad Honored by University
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By Carol Graham
Fibber McGee and Mol-

ly writer Donald D. Quinn 
summed it up perfectly.

“If a doctor, lawyer or 
dentist had 40 people in 
his office at one time, all of 
whom had different needs, 
and some of whom didn’t 
want to be there and were 
causing trouble, and the 
doctor, lawyer or dentist, 
without assistance, had to 
treat them all with profes-
sional excellence for nine 
months, then he might have 
some conception of the 
classroom teacher’s job.”

Each year, during the first 
full week in May, Teacher 
Appreciation Week is cel-
ebrated, this year taking 
place May 6 - 10, with Na-
tional Teacher Day always 
falling on Tuesday, this year 
May 7th. 

Throughout the Tri-Val-
ley, innovative parents - in-
dividually and with parent-
teacher associations - seek 
fun ways to let teachers 
know what an invaluable 
asset they are to our com-
munity.

“The Sunol Glen School 
parents are extremely gen-
erous in their appreciation 
activities,” said Principal 
Molleen Barnes.  “Some 
of the teachers’ most high-
ly-valued gifts are when 
parents provide lunch and 
serve it so that staff gets a 
true opportunity to relax. 
Or parents take over recess 
duty. One year they had 
a yoga instructor come in 
and provide a session on 
relaxation strategies.”

At other schools, parents 
wash the windshields of cars 
in the teachers’ parking lot. 
They spruce up faculty rest-
rooms with luxurious hand 
soaps and lotions. They 
create week-long themed 
activities, like Around the 
World which provides a 
different regional treat each 
day: perhaps French pas-
tries, fortune cookies, or a 
taco bar. 

“Our teachers give a lot 
of their free time and their 
own money to make sure 
that their students are able to 
receive instruction in a way 
that helps them master stan-
dards and new skills,” said 

Arroyo Seco Elementary 
Principal Denise Nathanson. 
“The best appreciation gifts 
are the cards and letters 
teacher receive expressing 
how they have affected a 
student or family’s life.”

Fifth-grade Arroyo Seco 
teacher Kim Whichard 
agrees. “I am most proud of 
challenging students to their 
full potential, and seeing that 
ah-ha moment when they 
achieve something they nev-
er thought they could,” she 
said. “I love being remem-
bered years later.  I’ve kept 
in touch with many of my 
former students. Matter of 
fact, this May I’m attending 
the wedding of a student I 
had in my class 19 years ago. 
I love making connections 
with my students, pushing 
them hard, and watching 
them bloom and become 
thriving citizens.”

Along with verbal ac-
knowledgement ,  many 
teachers most prize parents’ 
ongoing support. 

“Continue to seek out 
information about your 
child’s classroom, what the 
teacher’s expectations are 
both academically and be-
haviorally and echo those 

Month of May Designated as 
A Time to Thank Teachers

expectations at home,” said 
Barnes. “This creates a har-
monious relationship which 
in turn optimizes the child’s 
experience. That is a great 
support to teachers!”

More than 70 countries 
worldwide celebrate teacher 
appreciation days, although 
dates vary. In the U.S., El-
eanor Roosevelt persuaded 
the 81st Congress in 1953 to 
proclaim a National Teacher 
Day to honor educators for 
their tireless commitment, 
talents and sacrifices. 

All in all, a simple note 
may be the most treasured 
gift of all.

“A teacher here received 
a card and a book in the 
mail from a former student,” 
said Rancho Las Positas 
Elementary Principal Chris 
Calabrese. “The student ex-
pressed how much the book 
meant to her when she’d 
heard her teacher read it in 
class. Years later, that book 
offered a fond memory of 
the teacher for this student. It 
meant so much to the teach-
er.  It’s the small notes and 
the phone calls that mean so 
much. A gift card is always 
nice, but the written word 
lasts so much longer.”

More than 40 people 
turned out for a walking 
workshop to view loca-
tions for a potential future 
parkland on a 12-acre parcel 
along the Iron Horse Trail 
that  may be acquired that  
by Dublin.

To gain residents’ im-
pressions about the site and 
what might be done with 
it, the city held the walk 
on April 27.  Three sites 
were visited. They were 
the kiosk at Amador Valley 
Boulevard, a point mid-way 
up the trail northward, and 
the old railroad trestle near 
Stagecoach Park.

Meeting with consultant 
SWA Group, the people said 
they like the idea of improv-
ing landscaping along the 
trail to offer more shade and 
protection from rain. 

There was some interest 
in uses for hiking,  picnick-
ing and gardening, said 

Planning for Potential Iron 
Horse Addition Draws Crowd

Dublin officials.
The idea of expand-

ing Stagecoach Park, and 
providing better access to 
the area from surrounding 
neighborhoods was also 
mentioned.

Some people suggested 
preserving the railroad tres-
tle for its historical interest 
and integrating it into the 
master plan design.

The public can contrib-
ute ideas on Dublin’s city 
web page at http://www.
dublin.ca.gov/civicalerts.
aspx?AID=704.

Then the matter will go 
to the Parks and Commu-
nity Services Commission, 
the Planning Commission 
and finally the City Coun-
cil for consideration of the 
preferred master plan. That 
probably will occur in Sep-
tember said Dublin public 
information officer Linda 
Smith.
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Pictured are members of the West Coast Wrath soccer team  
Todd Lawsen (asst coach), Kate Wallace, Aryanna Shakoor, 
Anneliese Widmann, Brianne Radliff, Abby Hoobing,  ,  Allyssa 
George, Francesca Hyde, Paul Giamona (Profesional Coach), 
Savannah Seals, Jackie Parker, Kaylie Lawsen, Steffanie 
Angelo, Lindsey Philips, TylerRene Enderlein, Kylie Karter,  
Janessa Sanchez.

The Livermore Fusion SC U12 Boys played their first evening 
game of the year at Robertson Park this last Saturday against 
crosstown rivals, the West Coast Wolves. The temperature 
started to cool off as the game was getting started. But that 
did not prevent the Fusion boys from remaining red hot 
throughout the game. Early pressure from the Fusion side 
saw a forced goal. There were a few tense moments as the 
Wolves pressed for an equalizer that never materialized. 
The Livermore Fusion boys were able to see the game 
through with the early goal standing as the game winner. 
The whistle blew and the boys secured their latest victory 
with a final score of 1-0. The team is now undefeated in all 
competitions.

Pictured are U13 Whiplash  Asst. Coach Scott, Melinda, 
Melinda, Courtney, Jenna, Rachel Destiny, Maggie, Keirra, 
Jenna, Tara, Kira, Natalie, Taylor, Devon. Irland, Maddy, Alize, 
and Page. Not pictured Coach Paul. 

Livermore Fusion U11 Boys played a strong game against 
Walnut Creek this weekend. Pictured is  Aidan Edwards 
battling to win the ball.

The Livermore Fusion U13 Maroon Girls battled this weekend 
with the Burlingame Rays. The match was tied at the half 1-1 
thanks to a beautiful shot from Kamy Farro from the left side 
into the far corner of the net.  Fusion came out with explosive 
energy in the second half wearing down the Ray’s defense 
allowing Sarah Vhla to take a shot from outside the box, 
over the goalie’s head into the net finishing the game at 2-1. 
Defender Hailey Hahlbeck played a big role in Fusion’s win 
on Saturday against the Burlingame Rays

Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club (BUSC) U15 Premier 
team will play for the State Cup Championship on May 5. 
Pictured are (from left, back) Coach Josh McKay, Sam Molz, 
Julian Dessouky, Cameron Ritchie, Ryan Racer, Jamal  
Dessouky, Jackson Still, Youki Chiba; (front row) Geoffrey 
Wiederecht, Jeffrey Klei, Armon Ojoula, Tim San Ford, Omeed  
Ziari, Nick Tucker, Rodrigo Diaz, and Mitchell Wilson

Ballistic Soccer
Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer 

Club (BUSC) U15 Premier returned 
to the State Cup Quarterfinal for the 
second year-in-a-row. This team was 
determined to change the result from 
last year. Their opponent was the two 
time defending State Cup Champions 
from Redwood City Juventus. 

A nice combination from the left 
side of the field created a passing lane 
to the BUSC striker Mitchell Wilson. 
Wilson made a very clean turn, he 
took a set-up touch and unleashed an 
absolute rocket into the side netting. 
The first half ended 1-0 for BUSC.

BUSC earned a corner kick, 
and Ryan Racer smashed a hard 
low ball that a Heat defender swung 
at, skimmed, and the ball ended up 
bouncing off the ground and into the 
unknowing defenders arm. The referee 
immediately pointed to the “spot” for 
a penalty kick. Sam Molz bravely 
stepped up again, and smash, paydirt. 
BUSC won 2-1 beating the two time 
defending state cup champions. 

BUSC took on the PAC Indios 
in the semifinals. The half ended 
0-1 for Indios. The second half got 
underway with BUSC stepping up 
the line of defending. Indios caused 
some trouble by blasting the ball 
and chasing it, only to be thwarted 
on each attempt by the BUSC center 
backs Nick Tucker and Armon Ojuola. 
BUSC attacking midfielder, Zachery 
Connelly, gained control of the ball just 
outside of the Indios penalty box, and 
sprinted toward goal. He was about to 
shoot, and an Indios defender made a 
foul from behind. A penalty kick was 
awarded to BUSC. Sam Molz stepped 
to the spot, and smashed the ball coolly 
into the back of the net. The game was 
evened, 1-1. Because this is a knockout 
tournament, the game continued into 
two 5 minute Golden Goal Overtime 
periods. Meaning sudden death. Ryan 
Racer hit a low hard ball that made it 
to the far side of the goalmouth. Jamal 
Dessouky made the most of his chance 
and struck the ball into the top of goal. 
The game ended here 2-1 with BUSC 
winning Golden Goal. 

This team has been on quite a roll 
this year. During the fall, this team 
finished second in the prestigious 
NorCal National Premier League; a 
league that it had not finished better 
than second to last the prior year.  
Losing out on first place by one goal. 
The core of this team has been together 
since U9s and 10s

Pleasanton Girls Softball
Pleasanton Girls Softball League 

scores:
T-Ball: Cupids Candy Tooth vs. 

Bringhome.Scentsy.us: Saanvi Trivedi 
had a nice base hit, leading off Bring-
home.Scentsy.us. Olivia Stanley did 
a great job as pitcher, throwing many 
outs at 1st. Taylor Cohn showed off 
her great arm by throwing many outs 
at home. For Cupids Candy Tooth, 
Madison Winter did a phenomenal job 
stopping the ball as pitcher. Madison 
Chavez displayed her stellar athletic 
skills as catcher. Carina Montague hit 
a hard line drive, beating the throw 
to first. Top Players: Cupids Candy 
Tooth - Taylor Cohn, Olivia Stanley, 
Saanvi Trivedi; Bringhome.Scentsy.us 
- Madison Chavez, Carina Montague, 
Madison Winter

Cupids Candy Tooth vs. Uncle 
Credit Union:. Top Players: Cupids 
Candy Tooth - Caydence Likeness, 
Hailey Neves, Lauren Tran; Uncle 
Credit Union - Makenzie Glenn, Grey-
son Keenan, Mia Trejo

Bringhome.Scentsy.us vs. Eddie 
Pappas: Katie Randall scored the 
first run of the game for Bringhome.
Scentsy.us. She also made a great 
throw to 1st base. Lena Clark had a 
nice hit up the 3rd base line, and did 
a great job as catcher. Bella Ehrlich 

had a super hit and did a great job 
fielding at 1st base. Eddie Pappas’ 
top three players for super hitting 
and fielding were Riley Burdine, Mia 
Westmoreland and Lizzie Fraher.  Top 
Players: Bringhome.Scentsy.us - Lena 
Clark, Bella Ehrlich, Katie Randall; 
Eddie Pappas - Riley Burdine, Lizzie 
Fraher, Mia Westmoreland

Bringhome.Scentsy.us vs. Kids 
and Teens World: Olivia Taylor played 
a super game, with awesome fielding 
and hitting. Kensington Abrew was the 
home run hitter and got a grand slam in 
the first inning. McKenna Charboneau 
did a wonderful job as short stop. Good 
Game Bringhome.Scentsy.us. The 
featured players for Kids and Teens 
World were Danielle Skinner, Caroline 
Shimy and Addison Cummings. All 
three hit and fielded well.

Mini Teal: Sonshine Preschool 
9, Alta Sales Group 6: Sonshine 
Preschool offense was led by Kayla 
Galvez and Mason Hekl. Catcher 
Kelly Queen made a great play on 
a foul tip. Alta Sales Group played 
a fierce game with solid pitching by 
Annika Jernstedt and great catching 
by Brooklyn Frerich, Brooke Harman 
had a huge hit to start off the game in 
the first inning.

Renee Huber State Farm Insurance 
9, Delores Gragg-Keller Williams 
Realty 3: Advika Deodhar had a game 
of firsts: she made the game’s first out 
at 1st base and when at bat, scored the 
first run for Renee Huber State Farm 
Insurance. Makenna Madden also had 
a good game, with a nice hit to 1st that 
enabled her teammate to score the go-
ahead run. Tess Shotland rounds out 
the list of featured players this week 
for her strong at-bat performance. On 
the Delores Gragg-Keller Williams 
Realty side, short stop Ashlee O’Dell 
made a nice play getting an out at 
1st base. Callie McCarthy loaded the 
bases to start a 3-run hot streak, and 
Sophie Youngberg showed her pitching 
prowess with two strike outs on the 
mound. Well done, Delores Gragg-
Keller Williams Realty.

Pro Image Studios 6, Alta Sales 
Group 5: It was a battle to the end 
between the visiting Alta Sales Group 
and the home team Pro Image Studios. 
Alta Sales Group went ahead first 
scoring one run in each of the 1st and 
2nd innings, led by Natalia Badger’s 
triple. They came on strong in the 3rd 
inning, scoring three. Ashlyn Buress 
showed solid hitting throughout the 
game racking up two singles. Strong 
pitching from Calli Turns rounded out 
Alta Sales Group’s defense. Pro Image 
Studios scored three runs in both the 
2nd and 3rd innings. Nycole Baker 
showed skill hitting two singles off 
the Alta Sales Group pitchers. Caitlyn 
Rodriguez saved two runs with out-
standing defense at 3rd base. Taylor 
Woodruff had a big catch in center 
field to keep Pro Image Studios ahead 
by one in the last inning.

Pro Image Studios 8, Emohteez 1: 
Pro Image Studios were led by Allyson 
Chan with a strong defensive perfor-
mance at 1st base, Yolanda Mora with 
four singles and two runs scored and 
as pitcher struck out two over 2 1/3, 
and Mary Thurlow with two singles. 
Emohteez had strong performances 
by Riya Kulkarni with two strong in-
nings on the hill, Elizabeth Hollmeyer 
with a hit and run scored, and Olga 
Merkadeau who made a great defen-
sive play of running down and tagging 
out a Pro Image Studios’ player in the 
top of the first to save a run.

Renee Huber State Farm Insur-
ance 7, Cornish and Carey 5: Renee 
Huber State Farm Insurance were in 
fine form, despite the game’s early 
start time. Kenna Asmussen sent the 
first run home with a line drive up the 
middle. Ruby Stinson made her pitch-
ing debut with a no-hit inning. She also 
showed off her fielding prowess while 
playing 3rd. Advika Deodhar had a 
great game with sensational pitching 
and hitting. Cornish and Carey were 
in tip-top shape. Amanda Cooper got 
a huge hit that sent three Cornish and 
Carey players home. Emma Crabb was 
a stellar pitcher. Abigail Heinemann 

secured an oh-so-important out at 
home plate.  

Minor Teal: Diversified Mortgage 
16, Tim McGuire Team – Alain Pinel 
Realtors 1: Diversified Mortgage 
players made plays on hard hit balls 
by Tim McGuire Team – Alain Pinel 
Realtors in the first inning and set the 
tone defensively. They also scored 
every inning and ended up with a win. 
Top Players: Diversified Mortgage 
- Ella Hughes, Amanda Mero, Audrey 
Simmons; Tim McGuire Team – Alain 
Pinel Realtors - Kristina Cuevas, 
Danielle Han, Nishita Shetty

Tim McGuire Team–Alain Pinel 
Realtors 9, Central Painting 7: For Tim 
McGuire Team–Alain Pinel Realtors, 
Sasha Padilla pitched two innings and 
scored the first run. Nichole Stapleton 
scored and knocked in a RBI. Rheanna 
made a great defensive catch and had 
a base hit that started a two-out rally. 
For Central Painting, Julia Castaneda 
pitch two great innings and had a good 
hit. Kamryn Flemings hit a double right 
up the center, and Lexi Valentine had a 
nice hit and an RBI. Top Players: Tim 
McGuire Team–Alain Pinel Realtors 
- Rheanna Mittan, Sasha Padilla, 
Nicole Stapleton; Central Painting 
- Julia Castanada, Kamryn Flemings, 
Lexi Valentine

Tim McGuire Team–Alain Pinel 
Realtors vs. A2 Technologies: Tim 
McGuire Team–Alain Pinel Realtors 
played some amazing defense today. 
Both Madison Janes and Brooke 
Szurgot caught fly balls hit deep in the 
outfield. Nicole Stapleton had a great 
base hit up the center. The A2 Tech-
nologies team played great offense. 
Bridget Agual, Jessica Hungerford 
and Minami Smalheiser all had nice 
hits and scored.

Major Teal: Maher Educational 
Services 6, Tim McGuire Team–Alain 
Pinel Realtors 4: Maher Educational 
Services - Tia DuPre hit a double with 
two RBIs. Erin Chilicky also hit a 
double with two RBIs. The winning 
pitcher for Maher Educational Services 
was Karlee Schweitzer with a complete 
game. Tim McGuire Team–Alain Pinel 
Realtors - Angelina Murrillo made a 
nice throw to 1st base for an out. Espi 
Lotti completed a double play. Kami 
Kodama did a great job pitching.

Major Black: Greg Jefferies Acad-
emy 16, Richert Lumber Co., Inc. 7: 
Richert Lumber Co., Inc. came out 
strong with Jenna O’Neal and Angel 
Duffy both playing great defense. At 
the end of the 2nd inning the score was 
3-0 Richert Lumber Co., Inc. Greg Jef-
feries Academy began their comeback 
in the 3rd, ending the inning bringing 
the game to a 3-3 tie. Greg Jefferies 
Academy continued the rally in the 
following innings with a big 6th inning 
scoring 9 runs. Jessica Emde connected 
for 2 doubles and drove in 4 runs. 
AnaMaria Beard pitched a complete 
game and struck out 8 batters. She also 
drove in 3 runs. Shelby Cabral was 4 
for 4 with 2 doubles, 2 runs batted in 
and 2 stolen bases. Hannah Myers was 
3 for 3 with a walk. Allie DeFazio also 
had 3 hits. Richert Lumber Co., Inc. 
started the 7th inning with a strong solo 
home run off the bat of Carolyn Clark. 
In the end, Greg Jefferies Academy 
won 16 - 7. 

Richert Lumber Co., Inc. 7, Mav-
erick Networks 2: Maverick Networks 
came out swinging with 2 runs in the 
first inning. It was not enough to hold 
off Richert Lumber Co., Inc. as they 
scored 7 runs with a triple by Caroline 
Clark. Top Players: Maverick Net-
works - Michaela Cabral, Alia Paul, 
Jessica Shockley; Richert Lumber Co., 
Inc. - Maddie Bianco, Caroline Clark, 
Jessica O’Neal

Greg Jefferies Academy 8, Mav-
erick Networks 5: Maverick Networks 
came out playing hard with a triple by 
Emily Crimi, Strong pitching by Olivia 

McGee, and great defensive playing at 
2nd base by Jessica Shockley. This was 
not enough to hold back Greg Jefferies 
Academy. Jessica Emde hit a double 
and single, Kara Haynie was 4 for 4 at 
the plate and Hannah Schott slapped 2 
singles and recorded 5 RBIs.

Richert Lumber Co., Inc. 12, 
Maverick Networks 0: Richert Lumber 
Co., Inc. kept the pressure on Maverick 
Networks early and pulled ahead with 
7 runs by the end of the 2nd inning. 
Maverick Networks fought hard with 
a huge double in the 4th by Emily 
Crimi, but Richert Lumber Co., Inc. 
forged on scoring 5 more runs in the 
5th and claimed the win. Top Play-
ers: Richert Lumber Co., Inc. - Sarah 
Layer, Maya Nozaka, Jessica O’Neal; 
Maverick Networks - Emily Crimi, 
Olivia McGee, Nikki Thornton

ACC Environmental 12, Greg Jef-
feries Academy 5: ACC Environmen-
tal’s Alex Sanchez not only pitched a 
strong game, but was strong behind the 
plate. The team was a scoring machine 
with home runs by Emily Trinidad 
and Delaney Phipps. Greg Jefferies 
Academy came out strong in the first 
inning with Kara Haynie doubling in 
the 1st inning, later to score. Other great 
offense came from Jessica Shockley, 
Allie DeFazio and Serena Crittenden 
but it wasn’t enough to catch ACC 
Environmental. They came out on top 
with a 12-5 win. 

Granada Little League
Granada Little League scores:
T-Ball: Red Sox vs. Orioles: 

Offensively for the Orioles, Mason 
Bandhauer and Carson Williams both 
had three hits off coach pitching while 
Troy Ravera came through with two 
big hits. Offensively for the Red Sox, 
Tyler Kennedy and Austin Kralj led 
the team with big hits to the outfield. 
Addison Kell also hit the ball hard to 
shortstop for a single. Defensively for 
the Orioles, Lane Curtin made three 
great throws to first base, Morgan 
Bandhauer showed strong defensive 
skills at both third base and pitcher 
while Carson Mendonza also played 
great defense for the Orioles at pitcher. 
Defensively for the Red Sox, Ryan 
Dalnoki made a great stop at second 
base while shortstop Porter Seiwald 
completed two outstanding plays to 
second base and third base. Landon 
Bosques was also a defensive star for 
the Red Sox with great fielding in left 
field. Players of the game were Mason 
Bandhauer for the Orioles and Austin 
Kralj for the Red Sox.

Farm: Phillies vs. Giants: The Gi-
ants saw some great hits by Dominick 
Franco, Luke Schwartz and Gavin 
Bates. Thomas Cooper and Conner 
Raridan made some stellar defensive 
plays. On the Phillies, Gregory May-
hew had a base hit and got a runner out 
at second base. Daniel Wollner hit a 
double and made an unassisted double 
play at second base. Kyle Cullen also 
hit a double and Carson Dodd made 
an out at third base. Logan Rothe had 
a base hit and played good defense. 
Some other big hits were made by 
Gene Ling and Ayden Duffin.

Diamondbacks vs. Giants: The 
player of the game for the Giants was 
Joe Cooksey. Joe had long doubles 
against the centerfield fence in both 
the first inning and the third inning. 
Cooksey also had RBI singles in 
the second and fourth innings. Alex 
Maciel’s best plate appearance was 
in the third inning when he connected 
with a towering fly ball single. Thomas 
Cooper hit a sharp grounder to load 
the bases in the second inning. Cooper 
scored a run in the first inning. Ava 
Schwarz had her finest at-bat in the 
second inning on her RBI single past 
the shortstop. Ava had singles in all 

four innings. Dominic Franco con-
nected on a screaming drive four feet 
off the ground that got past the third 
baseman for a single. Natnael Leary’s 
best hit was in the third inning with 
his low line drive over second base. 
Gavin Bates had the highest hit ball in 
the game during the third inning. On 
defense Gavin had a double play when 
he caught the ball and quickly tagged 
out the runner Lukas Cusimano saved 
his best performance for the fourth in-
ning when he contributed a long single. 
Lukas also had two RBI’s earlier in the 
contest. Scotty Lineweber had a nice 
defensive catch in the fourth inning. 
Conner Raridan logged in three singles 
for the Giants.  Dominic Franco made 
a spectacular catch at shortstop in the 
second inning. Another impressive 
inning on defense was from Giants’ 
first baseman Luke Schwarz in the 
fourth inning when he delivered three 
consecutive outs.

Minor A: Rangers vs. Cardinals: 
For the Rangers, Andrew Hofmann 
did a great job pitching 2 innings 
and making 3 defensive plays. Drew 
Hansen had good swinging power at 
bat and fantastic job pitching. Colin 
Miller showed good hustle and also 
did a great job pitching. Bradley Smith 
made a good effort on first base. For 
the Cardinals, Mark Bennett did a 
great job with a strong base hit to the 
left side of the infield to spark a three 
run rally in the second inning. Hayden 
Borg had great hitting power in the 
second inning with a big base hit. 
Parker Warner racked up five RBI’s 
on two hits. He doubled in the second 
inning and tripled in the third inning. 
Cardinal pitchers Jacob Koelle-Pittel, 
Alden Schwartz, and Jacob Phillips did 
an outstanding job on the hill.

Phillies vs. Cardinals: The Phillies 
fought hard against the Cardinals. 
Cole Carnahan was on mound for the 
Phillies in the first and second inning. 
Carnahan struck out four batters and 
held the Cardinals scoreless.  Luke 
Palma had an amazing line drive to 
start off the Phillies. Frank Middleton 
made an amazing catch at first base to 
make an out in the second. Middleton 
helped retire the side making a play to 
Adam Laurence. Tommy Chance was 
on the mound in the third and fourth 
inning. The Cardinals scored in the 
third inning when Alex Grasso hit a big 
RBI single to score Jacob Koelle-Pittel. 
Chance had three strike outs and held 
the Cardinals to one run. Laurence hit a 
hard line drive to get the Phillies started 
in the fourth inning.  Palma hit another 
great line drive to score Laurence.  For 
the Cardinals Logan Hahn pitched a 
perfect inning when he retired all three 
batters he faced. Notable pitchers for 
the Cardinals were Tyler Mutz, Cody 
Johnston and Parker Warner.  Final 
score for the Cardinals and Phillies 
was an amazing 1-1 tie. 

Rangers 1, Athletics 1: The Athlet-
ics were down by one run in the bottom 
of the fourth inning, Adrian Vargas 
led off with a double. The next batter 
Ashton Baswell was hit by pitch. Then 
Ozzy Cervantez came to bat with one 
out and delivered an RBI single to tie 
the game. Earlier in the game Marco 
Wilde had a nice hit down the right field 
line that was stopped by an excellent 
defensive play by the Rangers. Ranger 
pitcher Boyd was strong in the first 
two innings. Lucian Wolf hit a high 
fly single. Ozzy Cervantez contributed 
a single. In the second inning Ashton 
Baswell showed excellent control on 
his sinkerball pitching with a scoreless 
inning. Baswell also helped his cause 
on the mound by fielding a grounder 
and firing to Luke Leary at first base 

for the first out. Luke also recorded 
an unassisted out at first base in the 
second inning. In the third inning for 
the A’s, Vargas combined with Ashton 
Baswell for a shortstop to first base 
putout. Gavin Benitez scooped the ball 
at third and made a long throw to first 
for a close play. For the third out Ozzy 
Cervantez made a great shoestring 
catch. Adrian Vargas had his strongest 
pitching performance of the year in the 
fourth inning for the Athletics, with 
three consecutive strikeouts. 

AA Division: Diamondbacks 7, 
Yankees 2: On offense the D’backs 
hit singles on the first 4 pitches they 
saw. Both Luke Shepard and Jacob 
Sisto went 3 for 3 while Max Jones, 
Calvin Seely, Will Christensen and 
Kyle Benko had 2 hits each. On the 
mound Ryan Martin, Jacob Sisto and 
Cameron Salazar did a great job hold-
ing the Yankees to 2 runs. The Yankees 
had some great offensive plays as well, 
including Denny Derham’s single in 
the first and Jackson Snodgress had a 
2RBI single in the first. The Yankees 
had great pitching by Colin Johnston, 
Sean Nadeau and Denny Derham, and 
some outstanding defensive plays 
by Anthony Camelleri and Jacob 
Bauman.

A’s 9, Cardinals 12: Eric Halsch 
was the MVP for the Cardinals hitting 
an in the park home run, a single, and 
had four stirke outs on the mound. 
Other singles were hit by Danny Boch-
ner, Christen Silva, Daniel Owen, and 
Colby Wallace. For the A’s on defense, 
Christ Hutton fielded a grounder to 
get an out at first base. Landon Paden 
made a sweet catch at center field for 
an out and Iliza Shields and Danny 
Knight both fielded grounders at the 
mound to get outs at first. Tovin Loth 
and Iliza Shields had a total of four 
strike outs together but it was Danny 
Knight who shut down the Giants in 
the last inning with two strike outs. 
Augie Mascari did an outstanding 
job as catcher and made a great play 
at third base. On offense the A’s were 
on fire. Base hits were made by Tovin 
Loth, Derek Wickander, Iliza Shields, 
and Danny Knight. Other big hitters 
were Jason Zaia with two doubles 
and three RBI’s. Landon Paden with 
a double, single and two RBI’s. Ryan 
Macintire hit three singles and had 
three RBI’s and Chris Hutton had two 
singles and one RBI.

Minor AAA: A’s 9, Phillies 5: The 
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A’s top pitcher was Ryan Juric, who 
struck out 9 players in the first three 
innings. Jake Kilbane made 2 outs at 
second, R.J. Little caught 2 balls in 
center field, and Max Silveira made 
an out on first. On offense, many 
A’s players made hits, most notably 
Cooper Meyer, Dylan MacDonald, 
Nick Lydon, and Noah Van Atta. 
Practically every player on the team 
made a home run. For the Phillies, top 
offensive players were pitchers Dale 
Spence (3K’s), Calvin Fletcher (1K), 
and Justin Gilliam (2K’s). Top hitters 
were Matthew Gomes (3-3), Gavin 
Carreira (1-2), Dale Spence (1-2), 
and Jordan Garcia (2-2), including a 
double with 2 RBI’s. 

Majors: Giants 10, A’s 4: The Gi-
ants got back to their winning ways 
with an impressive offensive display. 
Ryan Escover led the way with a home 
run and 2 RBI’s. Logan Finch, Grant 
Borjon and Sawyer Demarest also 
contributed with 2 RBI’s each. Pitch-
ing continued to be a strength as Grant 
Borjon and Cameron Stephenson held 
the A’s bats in check.

Giants 2, Rangers 1: Giants pitch-
ers had all the right stuff to propel 
the Giants to victory in extra innings 
over the Rangers. Ian Rasmussen and 
Grant Borjon each had impressive 
performances on the mound. Con-
tributing to the offense was Logan 
Finch, Diego Wilde and Jordan Collom 
with the game winning walk off hit. 
Cam Stephenson provided some solid 
defensive plays as well. 

Giants 0, Phillies 2: The Giants and 
Phillies had a classic pithers duel with 
Ryan Escover of the Giants striking 
out Philly after Philly. The Giants had 
runners on base in numerous innings, 
but couldn’t quite get the clutch hit 
needed to bring them home. It was a 
very disapointing ending to hard fought 
game for the Giants.

Cardinals 12, A’s 2: The A’s hitters 
were stopped by a strong Cardinal 
defense and good pitching by Zachary 
Clark, 6K’s and Malini Tia 4K’s. The 
Cardinal offense was led by Devon 
Pearce and Ethan Dreger both going 
2-3 at the plate. Cameron Schrader con-
tributed with 2 RBI’s and by scoring 
two runs. A’s pitcher Brandon Harvey 
had a good day on the mound with 6 
strikeouts over 4 2/3 innings. The A’s 
Brockley finished off the game by 
recording 2 K’s. The A’s offense was 
led by both Davis and Vivo who went 
1-2 for the day.

Livermore Girls Softball
Livermore Girls Softball Associa-

tion results:
U8: Pretty Pumpkins vs. Lightning 

Bolts: Pretty Pumpkins’ Bella Rivalie 
played great defense in left field over 2 
innings.  Jenn Morrison made a diving 
catch in the first inning and threw out 
a player at home for this week’s play 
of the game. Kate Hankins caught fly 
ball to end 3rd inning. Pretty Pumpkins’ 
standout offensive players: Taylor Jef-
frey (RBI single, RBI double), Dakoda 
hood (RBI single), Brianna yen (RBI 
single); Pretty Pumpkins’ standout 
defensive players: Kate Hankins, Jenn 
Morrison, Bella Rivalie 

Livermore National LL
Livermore National Little League 

scores:
A Division: Dodgers vs. Cardinals: 

For the Dodgers - Carson Kolte batted 
4 for 4 with two RBIs and teammate 
Grant Scharnhorst played excellent 
infield with a total of three outs at 
first base. For the Cardinals - Nathan 
Thompson made a nice out at first base 
and teammate Anthony Kitchuck con-
nected for several strong hits.

T-Ball: Cubs vs. A’s: It was a warm 
day at the field with both the Cubs and 
the A’s playing a scorching hot game. 
For the A’s, Anthony Yazurlo came out 
swingin’ with two home runs. Later he 
got 2 outs in a row by tagging out 2 
runs at home plate. Tyler Harris was 
showing his defensive skills by mak-
ing 2 great stops from the pitcher’s 
mound and 2 RBIs. For the Cubs, 
Joseph Bellah hits a flaming hot ball 
into the outfield earning a double and 
two RBIs. Also for the Cubs, short 
stop Dylan Williams beats a run to 
second base getting an incredible out, 
and hits 3 for 3.

Cubs vs, Astros: For the Astros, 
Raul Moreno used his incredible swing 
to get several hits past the Cubs.  For the 
Cubs, despite being hit in the head with 
a flying bat, catcher Harmon Skeen 

hit two doubles and recorded 2 RBIs. 
Kaison Pastorius had two amazingly 
hard hit doubles and had 2 RBIs. The 
Cubs coaching was superior, highly 
visible, and much appreciated. For the 
A’s, Nicholas Baxter was once again 
displaying his great bat stance at bat, 
connecting for three base hits with two 
RBI’s. Jake Sekany played amazing 
by stopping multiple hard hit balls to 
him at second base and tagging two 
runners out also at second, he also hit 
a RBI double. Astros were great both 
offensively and defensively.

AA Division: A’s vs. Red Sox: 
Joe Hutchinson pitched the first two 
innings and did a fantastic job. Connor 
Morgan ran the bases well and played 
a solid game as catcher. The Red Sox 
won with solid fielding, hitting and 
fantastic pitching.  Game ball today 
went to Justin Peterson. Justin had 
a 3 for 3 day, really hustled on the 
bases and did a great job listening to 
his base coaches as he rounded the 
diamond. 

Pirates vs. Red Sox: A great night 
of hitting for the Red Sox lead to 
another great game. Jadiel Salgado 
led the team going 3 for 3, as well 
as, having a great night in the field. 
Jadiel made some really good stops 
at 3B and did a fantastic job behind 
the plate catching for the big arm of 
Joshua Nixon. Jadiel earned the game 
ball today for his consistent play and 
great work ethic. 

Giants vs. Diamondbacks: The 
first three innings of the game were 
challenging for the Giants, but ev-
erything changed in the fourth. Shane 
Pollard got the crowd excited when he 
hit the ball out of the park for his team’s 
first home run of the season. Pollard 
was the MVP of the game, receiving an 
in field group cheer from his teammates 
and a signed conmemorative ball. 

Giants vs. A’s: The A’s showed up 
with their A game to their encounter 
with the Giants. Anthony Munoz was 
unstoppable at bat, scoring 3 runs 
for his team. Great Offense.. On the 
mound, Zack Sousa shined with some 
excellent pitching with 3 consecutive 
strikeouts in the first inning. The Giants 
struggled getting things going in the 
offense against the terrific A’s. Things 
however, got started for the Giant’s in 
the second half of the game. The game 
ball was awarded to Matthew Ludwig 
for beating out a play at first base and 
also stopping a couple of balls at sec-
ond. Kamden Johnson had a great play 
at third base catching a fly ball. 

Giants vs. Yankees: For the Yan-
kees, Xavier Lortie came out pitching 
a great first inning, striking out 3 of 
the Giants’ batters. Jared McQuillian, 
Nathan Braun, Sean Stotts were on fire 
stealing bases and scoring for their 
team. Alec Phillips and Isaac Romero 
were the Giants’ MVP’s. Phillips came 
through in the clutch, with a hit that 
scored two runs. Matthew Ludwig, 
Shane Pollard, Ray Castillo, Nathan 
Illingworth and Kamden Johnson 
scored runs for their team. Alex Giles 
had a nice performance on the mound, 
striking out a Yankee batter and closing 
the inning with the bases loaded. 

Yankees vs Diamondbacks: The 
Diamondbacks came out ready to strike 
with some star plays by Michal West 
who hit two triples resulting in 3 RBI’s 
and Thomas Schnapp who hit a triple 
for 1 RBI. Cameron Angotti threw 
the ball to first baseman, “Lightning 
Larry” Wisely for the first out of the 
evening. Dominic Gozzo at shortstop 
made a spectacular play to Jonathan 
Lindberg with an out at third. Pitcher 
Hayden Henry turned in a performance 
that set the tone for the rest of the game. 
The Diamondbacks came back rattling 
with a win. For the Yankees, Noah Roe 
comes up to the bat hitting a double and 
scoring 2 RBI’s starting off the game 
with a bang for the Yankees. Nathian 
Perez was hot, catching an awesome 
fly ball playing 2nd base ending the 
inning with 3 outs, comes up to bat 
and hits a double for the Yankees, 
receives the game ball. James Foley 
was super hot at the mounting plate 
throwing only 11 pitches and ending 
the inning with all strike outs.

 Giants vs. Pirates: This was no 
doubt the best game of the season for 
the Giants. The team scored a total of 
7 runs with some great hits by several 
players. The game ball was awarded 
to Kamden Johnson for bombing a hit 
to center field and then getting another 
hit at his next turn at bat. On defense, 
Braden Illingworth made a great catch 
at first base on top of some great hits. 
The Pirates played a great game with 

solid pitching by Cameron Adriaens. 
Jake Beers received the game ball for 
batting and making a courageous ap-
pearance as catcher for the Pirates.

Majors: Yankees 11, Rangers 7: 
Yankees outstanding players: Mason 
Smith had a stellar day at the plate 
and went 3 for 3. The Yankees’ pitch-
ing was led by Nate Findley and Jack 
Wilson. Rangers outstanding players: 
The Rangers’ offense was led by 
Alex Cirina and Logan Vinson who 
had solid hits. Sean Haley got things 
going by hitting his first home run of 
the season.

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Wrath, with a full 

strength squad continued their strong 
start to the season, with 3 wins and a 
1 loss at the Heatwave Tournament. 
Overcoming their first game loss to 
Newark Ambush, the girls played well 
to defeat the home team Union City 
Fury 3-0. On Sunday, Wrath faced 
unbeaten Earthquakes. It was a hard 
fought game. Both sides played a good 
fair passing game. Wrath finally got 
past the Earthquakes 3-2 to secure a 
place in the 3rd/4th play-off. The play-
off was against Newark Ambush who 
had beaten Wrath the previous day. The 
score remained 0-0 at half-time. In the 
second half, chances kept coming and 
Brianne made some great saves includ-
ing a penalty save towards the end 
of the half. Finally the deadlock was 
broken. Tyler took a free kick and Kate 
scored on a lovely shot from 25 feet 
out. Goal-scorers over the weekend 
included Savannah, Kate, Tyler and 
Kylie. Defenders helping keep clean 
sheets Kylie, Steffanie, Kaylie, Ary-
anna, Lindsey and Fran. Wingers Abby, 
Jackie, and Allyssa provided width 
and support to the midfielders Tyler, 
Anneliese and Kate.  Main forwards 
were Savannah and Janessa. 

West Coast Wonder U14 took on 
the Vikings from San Francisco. The 
first half was a fantastic display of 
patience and possession by Wonder. 
Laura Duterte sent the ball across the 
field to Leslie Jimenez who turned 
at the top corner of the 18 and sent 
a shot into the upper corner to put 
Wonder up 1-0. Continued combined 
efforts of both the offense and defense 
allowed a seamless build up through 
the midfield to Duterte on the far left 
side of the field. A second cross from 
Duterte went straight through the six 
and Sonia Nichols soared into the 6 to 
bury the ball in the net for a 2-0 lead 
in the 31st minute. While the Vikings 
came out strong in the second half 
and manage one goal, Wonder never 
retreated and continued their efforts. 
Amanda Silveira defended and came 
out with possession in midfield, then 
delivered a beautiful ball to Duterte 
who turned on the goal and rocketed 
a shot into the upper corner in the 
final second of the game to seal the 
win at 3-1.  

West Coast Soccer Kryptonite 
traveled to play Juventus in Redwood 
City. Kryptonite outshot their opponent 
12 -3 and missed a pk but could not 
muster up a goal losing 0-2. On Sunday, 
Kryptonite would come storming back 
defeating a very competitive Bay Oaks 
Bombers 2-1 at Robertson Park Turf. 
Goals came from Tracy native Mireya 
Magana who whistled one past the 
athletic Bay Oaks goal keeper. The 
game winner came from a foul inside 
the box on youngster Kylie Long and 
Regan Smithers stepped up to put the 
team ahead for good. Team Kryptonite 
will be playing for its 3rd State Cup 
Championship next weekend on May 
5th. Tryouts for the this team will be 
held May 11th. For more details go to 
www.westcoastsoccerclub.com 

West Coast U15 Wild faced their 
arch rival Impact Konfusion at home 
on Saturday. West Coast would waste 
no time putting the pressure Konfusion 
as Tori Nicolo scored just 2 minutes 
into the game. Kasidee Wiley would 
score in the 16 minute to extend the 
Wild’s lead to two on a great pass from 
Melissa Ellis. Konfusion unwilling 
to give up scored before the half on a 
nice cross and finish. Konfusion was 
awarded a PK but Amanda Valentine 
came up big to preserve the lead just 
minutes into the second half. It was 
team Wild that would score first and 
continue to put the pressure on. In the 
55th minute Jacey Luzzi knocked one 

in to extend the lead to 3-1 followed by 
goals from Tori Nicolo, and two from 
Rachel Tungol. Some very strong at-
tacking was shown by Caleigh Hufana 
and Demi Gonis finished the game with 
several assists.  On Sunday, West Coast 
Wild faced Diablo FC the same team 
that they will be playing against in the 
State Cup Final on Cinco De Mayo. 
Wild out shot Diablo 19-4. The Wild 
Defense got another shutout behind the 
Amanda Valentine, Megan Amick, Au-
tumn Smithers, Emilie Allum, Miciah 
Madison, Adilene Ruiz, Jacey Luzzi 
and Sydney Lunt. The game would 
end in a 0-0 tie and giving team Wild 
their 11th shutout and moving them 
up to the 3rd spot in NPL year-round 
season with 6 games in hand on the 
competition ahead. 

U-13 Whiplash girls played a 
tough tournament this weekend. 
Properly named the Heatwave tourna-
ment the turf and sun combined for a 
tough playing environment. Starting 
off the Whiplash played its first game 
completely out of sync with no real 
rhythm but to the players’ credit con-
tinued to battle to a 1-1 tie against a 
team they have beaten 5-1 in the past 
The next two games were hard fought 
physical matches. The results were a 
tie and the Whiplashes only loss of the 
tournament.  The 3rd place game was 
a composed assault on the opposing 
team. Although the score was 2-0, 
the Whiplash were in total control. 
Goal Scorers for the weekend were 
Jenna Tidwell, Devyn Montesinos and 
Natalie Carey. 

West Coast Katz U16 Girls won 
twice this weekend each time by a score 
of 2-0. Their first win came against 
long time rival Mustang on Saturday. 
Forward Kylie Long scored the first 
goal, a nice left-footer. The second 
goal was put in the net by forward 
Haley Houts off a well placed corner 
from mid-fielder Kaitlyn Lipman, 
and a deflection from an attempt from 
defender Karlee Hall. The Katz kept 
the Mustangs pinned in their half most 
of the game with good defensive work 
by midfielders Grace Lara and Kaitlyn 

West Coast U15 Wild's Rachel Tungol is shown getting 
to the loose ball first.
Lipman and outside defenders Vic 
Garza and Sam Reich. Goalie Taylor 
Boren had four fantastic saves for 
the shut out. The second win came at 
the expense of Diablo FC. Kamryn 
Lipman scored the first goal. Katz’s 
second goal was scored by Kylie Long 
after receiving an amazing head flick 
from Kaitlyn Lipman. Katz played 
another great possession game with 
tremendous work coming from the 
back field, starting with Kamryn Lip-
man at defensive mid, transitioned 
through Alyssa Rodriquez and Grace 
Lara at midfield, setting up the of-
fensive attack by outside forwards 

Abby Dyer and Sharan Singh. The 
defense maintained the shut-out for 
the weekend with flawless execution 
from Karlee Hall, Taylor Nusser, Erika 
Steele and Rachel Esser. 

Water Polo
The Livermore LAZERS hosted 

their last water polo tournament of the 
Spring season this last weekend with 
the LAZERS teams coming out on top 
with a combined record of 5 wins, 1 
loss and 1 tie.

The Co-ed Beginners team played 
one game and two exhibition matches 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Granada High School’s varsity baseball team sports 
a perfect 18-0 record following two wins last week. 
Granada defeated Livermore High School 5 to 0 and 
edged San Ramon High, 4 to 3. The Mats are 8-0 in 
EBAL action. They are ranked second in the state and in 
the nation. The photo was taken during the Livermore-
Granada game. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Amador Valley High School girls varsity softball team 
continued its winning ways with a 10 to 0 shutout of 
Livermore High on April 25. The win improved the 
Amador record to 7-1 in the EBAL standings.
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this weekend. The game was a resound-
ing win of 17 to 7.  Goals were scored 
by many of the players in a great offen-
sively and defensively played game. 
Great playing by Christian Webb, Mad-
die Davis and goal keeping by Miara 
Pipe led the team to victory. 

The Level 1 Co-ed team had a day 
of ups and downs starting with a tie 
against Oakwood, a loss against Ellis 
and a win in the rematch against Oak-
wood. Maddie Davis was everywhere 
this weekend with great offense, lots 
of scores and good defense too. Other 
defensive players were Clavin Davis 
and Gianna Paden. Helping with great 
passes and making goals of their own 
were Luca Cuppoletti, Mia Battilega, 
Miara Pipe, Robert Sutter and Gianna 
Paden.

The Level 2 Boys team played 
another great tournament with a 3 – 0 
record. 680, Stockton and Olympic 
could not get enough shots pasted 
goalie Scott Ragatz to take a lead.  Sean 
Croghan, Jack Miller, Zac Corbishley, 
Luca Cuppoletti, David Brooks and 
Mia Battilega fired shot after shot on 
goal. Zac, Jack, and David with ad-
ditional help from Calvin David and 
Gianna Paden put forth an outstanding 
effort on defense. What a way to end 
the season.

Amador Swimming
Kirsten and Iris Brand both 

grabbed a pair of first place finishes, 
and the Amador Valley High School 
varsity girls swimming and diving 
team never trailed in posting a 116-70 
over Cal High.

Kirsten won the IM and the 500 
free while Iris took the 50 and 100 free 
swims. The Dons also got first place 
finishes from Caitlyn Plattel in the 
200 free, and Lauren Hall in diving. 
Morgan Fiske gave the Dons the top 
two divers and, combined with Heather 
McKenzie’s fifth gave the Dons a six 
point lead entering the swim portion 
of the meet. 

After dropping a pair of points in 
the medley relay, the Dons showed 
it was going to be a long afternoon 
for Cal when Lissi Knell and Cate 
MacGregor went 2-3 behind Platel in 
the 200 free. 

With the Brand sisters cleaning up 
in the IM and the 50, Amador’s lead 
stretched to 50-28 after the 50 free. 
Knowles, Lily Gribbel, and Lillian 
Sun went 2-3-4 in the fly and when 
Eva Chung and Ana Parker went 3-4 
behind Iris Brand in the 100, this, 
followed by Knell’s second and Paris 
Sinclair’s fourth behind Kirsten in the 
500 gave Amador a 38 point lead and 
the meet was all but over.

In a very tight meet, the Amador 
Valley varsity men’s swimming and 
diving team came from behind in the 
last three events to post a 97.5-88.5 
win over California High.

The Dons entered the swimming 
portion of the meet down 10 after 
the diving event. They made that up 
quickly by picking up six points in 
the medley relay and, with a 1-2 fin-
ish from Bryan Hughes and RJ Scott, 
another four in the 200 free. Kevin 
McLauglin won the IM, but the two 
teams split the points. 

The Dons took a three and a half 
point lead after the 50. Jason Chen 
finished first and Cameron Kurotori 
finished in a tie for second. However 
Amador fell back after the next event, 
the fly, 48.5-45.5. Nick Johnston won 
the 100 free, but Cal picked up another 
two points entering the 500.

In the 500, Hughes and Scott 
did another 1-2 number on Cal, and 
Chen finished third to pick up the 
maximum 10 points giving the Dons 
a 65.5-60.5 lead. 

Cal answered right back however 
going 1-3 in the 200 free relay to take 
a one point lead with three events 
remaining.

In the next event, the backstroke, 
Nick Johnston, Alex Glichrist, and 
Thomas Gjerde with 1-3-4 to give 
the Dons a five and a half point lead, 
but Cal narrowed that lead by two 
in the breaststroke despite Anthony 
Jhong’s second place finish. With the 
score 87.5-84.5 Amador needed to 
go at least 1-3 in the 400 free relay to 
win the meet.

In the final event, Chen, Johnston, 
Hughes, and McLaughlin got to the 
wall first, and the “B” relay of Gjerde, 
Jordan Resnick, Gilchrist, and Scott 
finished seven seconds ahead of Cal’s 
“B” relay to complete the victory.

Pushing their EBAL win streak 
to five, the Amador Valley JV girls 
posted a definitive 137-46 win over 
Cal High. The Dons won 10 of the 
12 events and swept all three relays 
in their victory.

Showing their depth, no Amador 
swimmer won more than one event. 
Ashley Person started the meet with 
a 1-2 finish, along with Cynthia Tien 
in the 200 free, and after Mackenzie 
Bammer, Lucy Bell, and Emma Furr 
went 2-3-4 in the IM, Rebecca Pollitz, 
Sophia Holbrook, and Katie Mcheletti 
went 1-2-3 in the 50 free. 

Holbrook and Person went 1-2 
in the fly followed by Rachel Bench, 
Pollitz and Nicole Melo’s 1-2-3 in 
the 100. 

The parade top the top of the 
podium continued in the 500 free 
with Kelsey Guzolek and Furr going 
1-2. Bammer and Jacqueline Wood 
closed out the individuals topping 
the medal stand with a 1-2 finish in 
the breaststroke.

The Amador Valley JV boys swim-
ming and diving team kept their un-
beaten streak alive trouncing Cal High 

Livermore Fusion SC U11 Girls Maroon team participated in 
the Santa Rosa Elite 8 Tournament over the weekend. The 
tournament was by invitation only and included some of 
the top teams in the state. Livermore had a solid showing 
during their two –days of play, which included a win over 
top-ranked Santa Rosa United. Pictured after their weekend of 
hard-fought play are (top/left to right) Faith Rogers, Ashleigh 
Ward, Rebecca George, Payton (PK) Hall, Kyah Coady, Kayla 
Gallo, Lily Redell, Head Coach Matt Caution and (bottom/left 
to right) Alina Guzman, Danielle Castro, Kayleigh Castillo, 
Athena Lewis, 

Martial Arts of America Livermore presented 2012 Grand 
Masters. From the left  are Julia Ballecer – Tigers Division, 
Emma Britton -  BBC2 division, Skylar Shapiro -  Black Belt 
division, Tyler Roe  - BBC1 division, and Francis Contarciego 
– Black Belt teen division. These students received the highest 
number of points for the 2012 tournament season.

Alexis Aying and Mayalanni Erediano of Taylor’s Martial 
Arts in Livermore competed at the Ultimate Slam Karate 
Tournament in South San Francisco, CA on April 27, 2013.  
Erediano competed and placed 2nd in both 6-7 year old 
beginners forms and 6-7 year old girls beginners sparring.  
Aying competed and placed 3rd in 8-9 year old intermediate 
sparring.
  

by a 115-65 score. Amador won six of 
the nine individual events and two of 
the three relays in the victory. 

Jeff Wang was the only Don with 
a pair of first place individual wins 
taking the 500 free and the backstroke. 
Sam Sornsen started off the meet with 
a win in the 200 free and Alec Gauthier 
followed with a first in the IM. Kevin 
Yan would later win the fly and Tommy 
Yozzo finished first in diving.

Pleasanton Jr. Football
Pleasanton Junior Football League 

(PJFL) is taking registration for the 
2013 Contact Football, Flag Football 
and Cheerleading season. PJFL offers 
contact football and cheerleading for 
boys and girls in the 2nd through 8th 
grades as well as flag football for 
boys and girls in the 2nd through 12th 
grades. Everyone plays in PJFL. There 
are no tryouts and there are no cuts.

Contact Football registration 
includes a uniform and all necessary 
equipment. Contact players practice 
3 times per week beginning in early 
August and play games on Saturdays 
at the Pleasanton Sports Park begin-
ning in early September. Flag Football 
registration includes a jersey and all 
necessary equipment. Flag players 
practice once a week beginning in mid-
August and play games on Saturdays 
at Hart middle School beginning in 
mid-September. Cheer registration 
includes a uniform and training with 
practice two times per week beginning 
in late June and cheer on Saturdays at 
the Pleasanton Sports Park beginning 
in early September.

For more details and to register 
a player or cheerleader visit PJFL.
com. Follow PJFL on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/PleasantonJuniorFoot-
ballLeague.

Jr. Football Signup
Livermore Junior Football League 

is registering players for the 2013 
season.

LJFL is founded under the prin-
ciple that every Livermore child who 
wants to play football or cheer should 
have the opportunity. 

Due to its success over its six-year 
existence and the support of LARPD 
and the high school football programs, 
LJFL is expanding to all children aged 
7 through 14 (as of September 1, 
2013.) The season begins on August 
1 and concludes in early November. 
Online registration is open at www.
LJFL.org.

Each player pays a $35 refundable 
volunteer fee. Sibling discounts apply. 
With the help of local businesses and 
residents, LJFL has a limited number 
of scholarships for needy families. 
Applications are available at www.
LJFL.org and must be submitted by 
April 30.

Registration will close when the 
league reaches 16 teams. No players 
are ever cut. All players play the entire 
game on offense or defense. Players are 
not limited to a few plays per game. 
Everyone plays the entire game.

For additional information, inter-
ested parents should visit: www.LJFL.
org. President and Vice-President of 
LJFL are Rico Richardson and Matt 
Archer.

Pleasanton Rage
 Registration is now open for the 

Fall Rec Season for girls in the U5/U6 
to U19 age divisions. Rage has new 
programs to enhance the Rec soccer 
experience for all players and coaches 
including revamped Rec Flight pro-
grams, free coaching education, and 
reduced fees for U5/U6-U7 players . 
Come out and play, register at www.
pleasantonRAGE.org. Early bird dis-
count for registrations by May 31.

Youth Triathlon
The Livermore Area Recreation 

and Park District will hold aYouth 
Triathlon on May 19.

With the theme of “Great Things 
Come to Those Who Tri,” youth ages 
5 to 14 are invited to swim, bike and 
run – all within the Robert Livermore 
Community Center and Robert Liver-
more Park. Kids will be divided into 
five age groups with various lengths 
for the swimming, biking and running 
portions. Swimming will be at the 
Community Center’s lap pool, and 
biking and running in and around 
the park.

Kids should bring swimsuit, 
goggles, bike, helmet (no participa-
tion without helmet), drinking water, 
sunscreen, towel, clothes/socks/shoes 
for bike/run.

Registration is $25 and includes 
a T-shirt. Sign up from the LARPD 
website at www.larpd.dst.ca.us. For 
more information, call 925-373-5734 
or email zsilva@larpd.dst.ca.us.

Charity Golf Classic
The 18th annual Charity Cup 

Golf Classic, a benefit for Avon Walk 
for Breast Cancer, will be hosted by 
Beeb’s Sports Bar & Grill.

The event will be held Fri., May 
17 at the Las Positas Golf Course in 
Livermore. Entry fee is $150 per player 
which includes green fee, cart, lunch, 
dinner, golf shirt, tee prizes, on-course 
refreshments, awards ceremony and a 
raffle prize giveaway.

Format is four man scramble. 
Lunch begins at 11 a.m. The shotgun 
start is at 1 p.m. 

To register contact Beeb’s at (925) 
455-7070.

Hook & Ladder Run
The Livermore-Pleasanton Fire-

fighters Foundation will be hosting 
the 5th Annual Hook and Ladder 
Run, Sunday, June 2, 2013 at Wente 
Vineyards, located at 5050 Arroyo Rd., 
Livermore. This event will include a 
5K run/walk, 10K run, and a kids’ 1 
mile fun run. The event benefits the 
Livermore-Pleasanton Firefighters 
Foundation, a nonprofit 501 (c) 3 that 
supports, injured and fallen firefight-
ers, the Burn Foundation and other 
local charities in the Tri-Valley.

On May 1st, 5K and 10K registra-
tion fees increase by $7.00 and kids 1 
mile fun run by $5.00. Registration 
closes May 25th, or when sold out. 
Starting time for the 5K and 10K is 
8:00 a.m., followed by the kids’ 1 mile 
fun run beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

The 5K is a stroller friendly run/
walk that is a 50/50 paved, dirt road 
course. The 10K is 90/10 dirt and paved 
road. Strollers are not permitted on 
the 10K course. Both courses travel 
through Sycamore Grove Park. The 
Kid’s One-Mile Fun Run (for ages 
12 & under) will take place at Wente 
Vineyards. No dogs are allowed on 
either of the courses or the fun run.

Awards will be given 3 deep in 
each age group (M & F) 12 and under, 
13-17, 18-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 
60-69, 70+. Special prizes for overall 
top 3 male and female race winners 
5K and 10K run.  Special top 3 Fire-
fighter awards for both 5K and 10K. 
Ribbons, fire prevention materials, 
and ice cream will be served to all 
kids participants. 

Water and refreshments will be 
provided at the end of the race. Wente 
Vineyards will have additional food 
and wine tasting for purchase. Many 
of the event sponsors will have booths 
and all participants will receive a tee 
shirt and gift bag. Great raffle prizes are 
available to all runners and additional 
tickets will be available for purchase. 
Event website, to sign up go to www.
onyourmarkevents.com.

Flying Pigs Tourney
The 5th Annual Flying Pigs Char-

ity Golf Tournament benefiting the 
American Cancer Society Relay for 
Life will be held Fri., May 10. 

The Flying Pigs Relay For Life 
team is made up of cancer fighters, 
survivors, caregivers, friends, and 
family who want to help support the 
American Cancer Society in their 
fight to find a cure for cancer. All net 
proceeds from the event go to the 
American Cancer Society.

The format is a 4 Person Team 
Scramble. Limited to the first 30 teams. 
Sign up as a 4 person team, 3 person 
team, 2 person team or sign up as a 
single and you will be paired up with 
other players The Cypress course at 
the Sunol Valley Golf Club. Shotgun 
start at 1:00pm check in at the golf 
course by 12:30pm.

A buffet dinner will be held fol-
lowing the tournament. Sunol Valley 
Golf Club’s address is 6900 Mission 
Road, Sunol. The Golf Shop number is 
(925) 862-0414. Tournament contact is 
Matt DiPaola (408) 892-3054 dipaola.
matt@gmail.com

Run to Remember
The California Peace Officers 

Association (CPOA) invites everyone 
to participate in a very special event 
honoring those who’ve lost their lives 
in the line of duty. The 5th Annual A 
Run to Remember 10K Run & 5K 
Run/Walk will be held on Saturday, 
May 11th, at Shadow Cliffs Regional 
Park, Pleasanton. 

The Memorial Run’s 10K & 5K 
Walk & Run courses are made up 
of small rolling-hill trails that run 
throughout the scenic Shadow Cliffs 
Regional Park. The Kid’s 1-mile run 
is laid out through a portion of the 
park’s lawn area.

All proceeds from this fam-
ily oriented event will go directly 
to the Concerns of Police Survivors 
(C.O.P.S.) (California Chapter), a non-
profit organization whose sole mission 
is to assist with the rebuilding of lives 
of surviving family members and af-
fected co-workers of law enforcement 
officers killed. 

Trophies will go to the top 5K and 
10K male and female finishers, with 
medals given three deep in designated 
age groups in the 5K and 10K runs for 
both male and female participants. 
Special awards will also be given to 
all kids participating in the Kids’ Fun 
Run (ages 12 and under).

The entry fee for the 10K or 5K 
Walk/Run is $35.00 pre-registered or 

$40.00 race-day. The Kids’ Fun Run 
is $20.00 pre-registered, or $25.00 
race-day. Entry fee will include the al-
ways-popular commemorative T-shirt, 
beverages and a delicious barbecue 
lunch, catered by Outback Steakhouse, 
and a huge raffle. The Outback BBQ 
begins at 10 a.m., and will include a 
main, side, chips and drink. Extra food 
tickets are $12.

The Run to Remember will be held 
at Shadow Cliffs Regional Regional 
Park, located at 2500 Stanley Blvd., 
Pleasanton. Check-in and race-day 
registration will open at 7:30 a.m., 
10K will start at 8:20 a.m. and the 
5K will follow at 9:00 a.m. The Kid’s 
Mile will begin around 10:15 a.m. 
The post-race awards ceremony and 
barbeque are scheduled to start around 
11:00 a.m.

For more CPOA’s A Run to Re-
member information and/or an applica-
tion, contact On Your Mark Events at 
209-795-7832, or visit their website. 
To register participants download the 
event’s flyer and send with entry fee, or 
in with online, go to Active.com.

 

May marks the month of 
Bicycle Safety and Aware-
ness in the cities of Dublin, 
Livermore and Pleasanton. 
In the Tri-Valley, the cities 
will host several events to 
promote bicycle safety and 
bicycling as a healthy way 
to travel, including the Bay 
Area’s 19th Annual Bike to 
Work Day where thousands 
of commuters are expected 
to participate. 

On May 9, Energizer Sta-
tions will be set up between 
7:00 – 9:00 a.m. where cy-
clists can stop and enjoy re-
freshments, receive free bike 
t-shirts and commute bags, 
while supplies last. The cit-
ies of Dublin and Pleasan-
ton, along with BART, Dub-
lin Cyclery, and Hacienda 
Business Park, a Big Wheel 
Sponsor of Bike to Work 
Day, will host an Energizer 
Station at the East Dublin/
Pleasanton BART station. 
The City of Livermore and 
ABC Music will host one in 
Downtown Livermore. Ad-
ditional Energizer Stations 
are planned at the West Dub-
lin/Pleasanton BART Sta-
tion, hosted by REI Dublin 
and Workday, Inc.; Stanley 
Boulevard at Shadow Cliffs 
hosted by Alameda County 
Public Works Agency; and 
at Pleasanton’s Foothill High 
School, hosted by Foot-
hill High’s Earth Club and 
Mike’s Bikes Pleasanton.

In addition to the May 9 
activities, numerous events 
are planned in the Tri Valley 
to promote bicycling:

• Free Bicycle Safety Workshops 
in Dublin and Pleasanton. Classes 
range from on-road, on-your-bike 
instruction to family bike work-
shops. For dates and to register for 
the free classes, visit www.ebbc.
org/safety.

• Flat Tire Repair Clinic - Sun-
day, May 5, from 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m., hosted by the City of Dublin 
and Dublin Cyclery on the Iron 
Horse Trail at the intersection of 
Amador Valley Blvd.

• “Bike to the Market” Booth 
- Thursday, May 16, from 4:00 
– 8:00 p.m., at the Dublin Farmer’s 
Market. Cyclists visiting the booth 
with evidence of bicycling to the 
event, such as a helmet or bike, 
will receive a free “Carrot Cash” 
voucher, valued at $5, to use at one 

of the Market booths.
• Amgen Tour of California 

Stage 7 Start - Saturday, May 18, 
in Livermore.

• Community Bike Rides - 
Sunday, May 19, in Dublin and 
Pleasanton.

• Bike Donation Drive - Satur-
day, May 25, from 11 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., at REI Dublin located at 7099 
Amador Plaza Road, hosted by the 
City of Dublin, REI Dublin, and 
Cycles of Change.

Bike to School events are 
planned in Dublin and Pleasanton:

• Pleasanton Bike to School 
Days - Friday, May 3, at Pleasanton 
Middle School, Friday, May 10, at 
Hart Middle School and Friday, May 
24, at Harvest Park Middle School. 
The schools will host Energizer 
Stations at the schools’ bike storage 
areas beginning at 8:00 a.m. where 
student cyclists will be greeted with 
refreshments and goody bags filled 
with bicycle safety items. Pleasan-
ton Police representatives and city 
staff will be facilitating helmet 
fittings and free helmet giveaways 
the preceding Friday of each of 
the three middle schools’ Bike to 
School days.

• Foothill High School Bike 
Tune Up & Bike Festival - Tuesday, 
May 7, from 11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
The Alameda County Safe Routes 
to School Program’s Bike Mobile 
will offer student and staff cyclists 
a free bike repair clinic. A lunchtime 
Bike Festival will consist of a Bike 
Blender and Bike Trivia Wheel to 
encourage students to bike to school 
on Bike to School Day, Thursday, 
May 9.

• Foothill High School Bike to 
School Day - Thursday, May 9, from 
7:00 - 9:00 a.m. Stop by Foothill 
High’s Energizer Station located in 
the front of school for refreshments 
as well as free t-shirts and commute 
bags, while supplies last.

• Dublin Bike to School Days 
- May 6-10 at Dougherty Elemen-
tary and May 20-24 at Dublin, 
Frederiksen, Green, Kolb, and Mur-
ray Elementary Schools. Students 
attending the schools are encouraged 
to bike each day – a surprise will be 
attached to their bicycles one day 
during the week.

• Dublin High School Bike 
to School Day & Bike Festival 
- Friday, May 24. An Energizer 
Station distributing refreshments 
and giveaways to cyclists will be 
located adjacent to the bike storage 
area. The Bike Festival will be held 
during lunch that day with a Bike 
Blender and Bike Trivia Wheel.

For more information on 
Dublin events, visit www.
dublin.ca.gov/btwd; Liver-
more events, visit www.
cityoflivermore.net; Pleas-
anton events, visit www.
pleasantongreenscene.org/
transportation.

                                        
    

Cities to Celebrate 
Bicycle Safety in May



came his 
brothers 
and sis-
ters and 
h e  r e -
mained 
close to 
them his 
e n t i r e 
life.  At 
the age 
of 19, in 
1949, he 

boarded a ship bound for the 
United States, a country that 
would become his home for 
the next 63 years.

After arriving in San 
Francisco, Bill, as he became 
known to his friends, worked 
in the farms of the Central 
Valley before making his 
way to the University of 
Washington where he earned 
undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in engineering.  His 
professional career took him 
to Florida, Pennsylvania and 
back to Seattle before he 
returned to India to meet his 
wife, Sukhwant, they were 
married in 1962.

Balwant and Sukhwant 
moved from Seattle to North-
ern California in 1964.  Their 
daughter Nita was born first 
followed by their son Raj.  
Balwant had a 24 year career 
at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, but his 
passion was real estate: he 
owned and ran a farm, was 
a developer and contractor, 
and he invested in property.   
While he enjoyed his work 
and he ran his businesses 
late into his life, he always 
found time to exercise and 
remained active his whole 
life.  He found golf late and 
spent many years trying to 
master the game. 

Balwant will be remem-
bered as an intelligent, kind 
and joyful man who was a 
patriarch to his extended 
family.  He loved spending 
time with friends and rela-
tives and he touched many 
people’s lives.  His passion 
and hard worked continue to 
be an example to all those 
who met him.  He lived a 
life that was full and while 
his last years were clouded 
by illness, his journey—how 
far he came in his life, what 
he accomplished, and how 
he lived—will never be 
forgotten.   

most indelible memories 
were those of his youth and 
young adulthood, chasing 
Black tail deer throughout 
the brushy golden hills of 
his native Livermore.  The 
names of Livermore family 
and friends with whom he 
shared these experiences is 
much too long to list here, 
but be assured he remem-
bered all of you and trea-
sured those times as much 
as any in his life.

Upon their retirement in 
1992, Ken and Jo Ann moved 
to the small, seaside town of 
Bandon on the southern Or-
egon coast, to pursue Ken’s 
dream of owning some rural 
acreage.  They were able 
to spend nearly 20 years at 
their beloved Bandon home, 
creating countless memo-
ries for visiting family and 
friends, for their sons Ron 
and Scott, daughters-in-law 
Joan and Maj and their cher-
ished grandchildren, Lily, 
Ethan (Ron and Joan) and 
Bo (Scott and Maj).

Ken is survived by his 
loving wife of 57 years Jo 
Ann; their two sons Ron 
(Joan) of Klamath Falls, and 
Scott (Maj) of Livermore; his 
grandchildren, Lily, Ethan 
and Bo, his brother Jim (Car-
ole), his sister Nancy (Jim 
Rodrigues), and numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.  Ken’s family 
would like to extend their 
thanks and gratitude for the 
exceptional care he received 
the last few years from care-
givers and staff at Heritage 
Place in Bandon and Pelican 
Pointe in Klamath Falls.

Cards and letters can be 
sent to Jo Ann at: Jo Ann 
Cole, Pelican Pointe. 615 
Washburn Way, #204, Klam-
ath Falls, OR, 97603

A celebration of Ken’s 
life will be conducted at the 
Veterans Hall at 522 South L 
Street in Livermore, on Fri-
day, May 10, from 2:00pm-
4:00pm.  In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests a dona-
tion to a favorite charitable 
organization

Ruth Matthies Stewart
Oct. 12, 1912 – Apr. 21, 2013

Ruth Matthies Stewart 
passed away peacefully at 
her home in Livermore on 

A p r i l 
2 1 , 
2 0 1 3 . 
S h e 
was 100 
y e a r s 
o l d .  
R u t h 
w a s 
born in 
R o c h -
e s t e r , 

NY, where she lived and 
worked until she and her 
husband Clifford Stewart re-
tired in 1981, and moved to 
CA.  They lived in Stockton, 
CA, and Sun City West, AZ, 
before moving to Pleasanton 
in 2000. 

In her early years, Ruth 
was a keypunch operator at 
Bausch & Lomb in Roch-
ester, and later did clerical 
work in various offices.  

She loved to horseback ride, 
snow ski, and even took 
flying lessons in her 20s. 
Her greatest joy came from 
caring for family members 
and helping others, and she 
was famous for her won-
derful homemade pies and 
cakes.   Up until the moment 
she died, she was an avid 
reader, loved to play bridge, 
and never missed an A’s or 
Giant’s game on TV.

Ruth was predeceased 
by her beloved husband 
Cliff in 2001, and brothers 
Bill (1944), Dick (2010), 
and Art (2012) Matthies.  
She is survived by daughter 
and son-in-law Wendy and 
Steve Ping of Pleasanton, 
and grandchildren Shawna 
Ping (Kailua, HI) and Eric 
Ping (Denver, CO).

Per Ruth’s wishes, no ser-
vices are planned. Donations 
in Ruth’s memory may be 
made to Two Sentinels Girl 
Scout Camp, Doctors with-
out Borders, or the donor’s 
favorite charity.

Bernard J. (Bernie) 
Kraemer 

Bernard J .  Kraemer 
passed away peacefully on 
April 14, 2013 surrounded 

b y  h i s 
children 
and wife 
of  f i f ty 
t h r e e 
years.

Bernie 
was born 
on April 
8, 1933 in 
Portland, 
Oregon. 
He gradu-

ated from Benson Polytech-
nic  High School in 1951. 
He enrolled at Portland State 
University after high school. 
In 1953, he enlisted in the 
US Army where he was 
stationed in the Philippines 
and Hawaii and achieved the 
rank of sergeant working in 
radio communications.  In 
1955, he left the army to 
complete his Bachelors of 
Science in Electrical Engi-
neering from Oregon State 
University which he com-
pleted in 1959. While on va-
cation in Vancouver, Canada 
he met his future wife Marie 
O’Reilly and married her 
August 22, 1959. He began 
his career as an engineer at 
Boeing in Seattle, Wash-
ington. While at Boeing he 
obtained a Master’s Degree 
in Electrical Engineering 
in 1964 from Seattle Uni-
versity. Bernie and his new 
family left Seattle to move to 
Livermore, California where 
he worked for Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories and then 
started his first company 
Livermore Data Systems. He 
would move on and work for 
the 3M Corporation as Vice 
President of Manufactur-

Joyce Gebro
Joyce was born in Maine 

on January 31, 1944.
She passed away at her 

home in Livermore on April 
22, 2013 
a t  t h e 
a g e  o f 
69.

S h e 
w a s  a 
resident 
of Liver-
m o r e 
f o r  4 5 
years.

Joyce 
was a Credit Analyst for the 
Banking Industry for over 30 
years, before retiring.

Sons, Michael Gebro and 
Scott Gebro both of Pleas-
anton and 2 grandchildren, 
survive her.

Arrangements by Cal-
laghan Mortuary.

Leo Gutierrez
Resident of Livermore

Leonardo Gut ier rez 
passed away peacefully at 
the age of 88 on April 24, 
2013 in Livermore, Califor-
nia. “Leo,” as he was known 
by his friends and fam-
ily, was born May 23, 1924 

in  Los 
Lunas , 
N e w 
M e x -
i c o  t o 
Avelino 
Gutier-
rez and 
E l o i s a 
S a n -
c h e z . 
Leo was 
preced-
e d  i n 

death by his loving wife, 
Eufelia Orona Gutierrez, 
who passed away at their 
Livermore home in 2009. 
Leo and Fela married on 
February 6th, 1945, the 
same day as Leo’s Naval 
Commissioning at Quonset 
Point in Rhode Island, where 
he attended officer training 
school after joining the Navy 
in 1942.

 In the Navy, Leo was 
shipped to Japan on a slow-
moving liberty ship and 
was at Eniwitok Atoll when 
the bomb was dropped at 
Hiroshima. Soon after, Leo 
arrived to help with post-war 
U.S. occupation efforts just 
in time to attend the historic 
surrender ceremony on Oki-
nawa.

 After his discharge 
from the Navy, Leo and 
Fela moved to Albuquer-
que, where Leo received his 
Masters degree in Electrical 
Engineering while working 
part-time in construction 
to supplement his Navy 
stipend. Upon graduation, 
he began work at Sandia Na-
tional Laboratory in 1947. 
After nine years and seven 
children, he and Fela moved 
to California for 28 more 
years at Sandia and seven 
more children. He retired in 
1984 after 37 years work-
ing on systems engineering, 
telemetry, missile testing, 
solar power, and other proj-
ects.

 Leo was an active mem-
ber in the St. Michael’s 
parish community, sending 
all fourteen of his children 
to St. Michael’s school. He 
became the Business Man-
ager at St. Michaels in 1984 
for several years.

 Leo enjoyed golfing, 
working on cars, reading 
everything he could get his 
hands on, watching the His-
tory channel, and spending 
time with family. He en-
joyed taking trips with loved 
ones—notable vacations 
include a 25th Anniversary 
escapade to Hawaii with 
Fela, later anniversaries at 
cabins in Jenner and Eureka, 
and family reunions at Aptos 
Beach, Lake Tahoe, Mon-
terey, and Asilomar.

 In his last years, Leo 
continued to live at home 
in Livermore, where he was 
visited and assisted by his 
fourteen surviving children: 
Olivia, Michael, Steven, 
Gary, Ralph, Elena, Martin, 
Rita, Delia, Daniel, David, 
John, Richard, and Robert, 
as well as dear friend and 
caretaker Veronica Marquez. 
Leo is also survived by his 
36 grandchildren and 24 
great-grandchildren, leaving 
a far-reaching legacy of a 
family, community service, 
and a love for life’s simple 
pleasures.

 Contributions in memory 
of Leo can be made to St. 
Michael’s Church.

Kenneth Loren Cole
Kenneth Loren Cole 

passed away at his home in 
Klamath Falls, OR, on Feb-
ruary 7, 2013.  As she was 
nearly every day for the past 

57 years, 
his lov-
ing wife 
Jo  Ann 
was  by 
his side.

D a d 
was born 
on April 
7, 1934, 
in Liver-
m o r e , 

CA, to Loren and May Cole.  
He graduated from Liver-
more High School, served 
in the US Navy and then 
married Jo Ann DePaoli on 
May 8, 1955.  Dad was a 
carpenter his entire working 
life. He was a highly-skilled 
woodworker and craftsmen.  
He took a great deal of 
pride in his craft, and was 
widely-respected by those 
in his field.

Ken’s deep love of hunt-
ing and the outdoors was a 
constant passion his entire 
life.  As anyone close to 
him knows, most meaning-
ful conversations with Ken 
included a reminiscence 
of one of his past hunting 
trips or the detailed plans 
he was making for the next 
trip. The mountains in Colo-
rado, Wyoming and Mon-
tana were places he loved.  
The camaraderie he shared 
with his brothers, father and 
friends during his nearly an-
nual hunting trips to the high 
country of Modoc County 
were some of the best mem-
ories he had in his hunting 
life.  In more recent years, 
Ken enjoyed camping and 
chasing elk with his oldest 
son Ron on Yamsay Mt. in 
the Cascade Range in south-
central Oregon.  But Dad’s 

ing in Milpitas, California 
then finally retired from 
Polystor.

Bernie was an original 
parishioner of St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church 
in Livermore and belonged 
to SIRS and St. Charles 
Men’s Club. He volunteered 
for the Tri-Valley Haven 
Food Pantry picking up 
food from local stores for 
distribution to the needy. 
He enjoyed golfing, reading, 
music and travelling. His fa-
vorite place was always near 
the ocean and enjoyed fam-
ily trips to Mendocino and 
Carmel California regularly. 
Above all he loved his fam-
ily and always welcomed 
them from near and far into 
his home. He was a generous 
son, loving husband, and 
devoted father to his three 
children.

Bernard Kraemer is sur-
vived by wife Marie Krae-
mer, sons James and Mark 
Kraemer, his daughter Ann 
Andrakin, his brothers Bill 
and Tom Kraemer and sis-
ters, Mary Martin and Jo 
Cooper and his grandchil-
dren Alysha, Geoff, Lau-
ra, Melinda, Nicholas and 
Sarah. 

Services will be held on 
Saturday, May 11, 2013 at 
11:00AM at St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic Church 1315 
Lomitas Avenue, Livermore, 
CA 94550. The family re-
quests that instead of flowers 
contributions in his memory 
be sent to Tri-Valley Haven 
Food Pantry, 418 Junction 
Avenue, Livermore, CA 
94550 or online at www.
trivalleyhaven.org , or St. 
Charles Borremeo Catho-
lic Church, 1315 Lomitas 
Avenue, Livermore, CA  
94550.

Balwant Singh Denhoy
Balwant Singh Denhoy 

passed away on April 26, 
2013.  He is survived by 
his wife, Sukhwant, his two 
children, Nita and Raj, and 
four grandchildren. 

Balwant was born on 
July 10, 1930 in Basrampur, 
Punjab, India.  His mother 
passed away when he was 
young and he was raised by 
his older sister and her fam-
ily.  His sister’s children be-
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Invest in STEM
Will there be enough en-

gineers, scientists, doctors, 
nurses, and technicians in the 
future?  The research says no.  
These are the so-called “STEM” 
jobs – Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math - and 
too few students are prepared 
for these career fields.  Only 4% 
of ninth graders in the US will 
earn a STEM degree within 10 
years, a statistic that threatens 
the future quality of life.  Please 
support the launch of a new 
initiative to amplify STEM 
education in Livermore:

A gala launch event on 
May 17 will begin the goal to 
“Invest in STEM Education for 
Livermore’s Youth. The event 
will be held starting at 6:30 
p.m. at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East 

Avenue, Livermore.
Tickets are $75; table of 8, 

$550. Black tie optional event. 
To purchase tickets, go to www.
rotarygala.dojiggy.com

The Rotarian Foundation of 
Livermore is partnered with the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District to engage the 
entire community in creating 
more STEM learning oppor-
tunities for Livermore’s youth.  
Careers in STEM are growing 
much faster than the overall job 
market, and are good high-pay-
ing jobs.   A large percentage 
of Livermore’s employers are 
in a STEM-oriented business, 
providing strong opportunities 
for STEM graduates.  The goal 
is to raise $100,000 to expand 
and accelerate STEM programs 
already in place in Livermore’s 
schools and through the com-

munity-based organizations that 
support our students.  

Anniversary Event
Every GNON  (Girls Night 

Out Networking) monthly mixer 
features a unique event occur-
ring. On May 16, GNON will 
hold its monthly event at the  
Kali Kouture, a women’s cloth-
ing store located at 1883 Second 
St., in downtown Livermore.   

Kali Kouture owner Robin 
Hill invites women from the Tri 
Valley to celebrate the store’s 
one year anniversary during the 
May 16th event from 5-8pm.

GNON, which is due to 
celebrate its 5-year anniversary 
in June, consists of a group of 
women who represent a variety 
of backgrounds throughout the 
Bay Area and come together on 
a monthly basis to socialize and 

network in a fun and informal 
environment.  For information, 
visit www.gnontrivalley.com

The fee for the May 16 event 
is  $10/pp for GNON members; 
$15 for non members.  RSVP is 
a must by May 14th to gnoners@
gmail.com

To learn more about this 
event, please contact GNON 
Founder/Director, Frances 
Hewitt at (925) 487-4748 or at 
gnoners@gmail.com.   

Road Work 
The City of Pleasanton en-

gineering division reports that 
slurry sealing along various 
city streets within the Fairlands, 
Pleasanton Valley, and the 
Hacienda Business Park com-
munities will commence in May 
2013 and be completed by the 
middle of June 2013.

Workers will complete the 
slurry sealing work weekdays 
between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm.  
Throughout the construction 
process, on-street parking may 
be restricted.  The contractor will 
install signs 48 hours in advance 
to indicate those areas prohibited 
for on-street parking. Pedestrian 
access will be maintained at all 
times.  Residents will be able to 
access their driveways at the end 
of each day’s work shift.

The contractor will provide a 
separate 48-hour notice prior to 
beginning work on any streets.

For more information, call 
Lorenzo King at 931-5661.

Renovated Website
Visit Tri-Valley has flipped 

the switch on its renovated 
website – www.VisitTriValley.
com.

“Visit Tri-Valley is excited to 
showcase this wonderful region 
through our enhanced website,” 
said Barbara Steinfeld, Visit Tri-
Valley President. “We feel ev-
eryone who visits the Tri-Valley 
will find this website dynamic 
and easy to navigate."

This improved connection 
with VisitTri-Valley makes 
gathering information about the 
region even easier. The website 
features new information for 
visitors, meetings, wine, golf, 
wedding, dining or the media. 
It allows visitors to the site 
to access an  extensive photo 
library, sign-up for newsletters, 
and download an itinerary for 
almost any type of visit.

Check out the renovated 
website at www.VisitTriVal-
ley.com.
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formula is supposed to raise 
schools up to the funding 
levels they were at before 
the state budget crisis that 
began in 2007. 

Hanke told the committee 
that his district agrees with 
the intention of serving the 
two designated groups of 
students better. 

However, like many sub-
urban districts, Dublin does 
not have the high concentra-
tions of the two groups, but 
it still needs better funding 
levels per pupil than it has 
had during the past five 
years, said Hanke. 

Hanke added that the for-
mula would adversely affect 
Dublin’s efforts to imple-
ment the new statewide 
common core curriculum 
due in 2016, and its attempt 
to close the achievement 
gap for ELL, “the same 
group that LCFF intends to 
assist. We need stability. All 
districts do. It’s clearly a 
question of adequacy across 
the board.”

NEED SEEN 
FOR EQUITY

Backers of Brown’s for-
mula focused on the need to 
boost ELL and low-income 
students. 

Opponents have said that 
most of the money would go 
to larger districts, leaving 
smaller districts with a lower 
percentage of ELL and low 
income students with less 

money to deal with the needs 
of those students.  

Michael Hulsizer, an 
administrator in the Kern 
County Office of Education, 
said that seven districts in 
Kern County would receive 
nothing more than they do 
now from  the formula. 
Another 22 districts would 
not be allocated as much 
as the 20 districts that have 
high poverty and ELL demo-
graphics.

Hulsizer said that LFCC 
“won’t move California 
higher or lower in seven 
years compared to other 
states, but we’ll have a more 
equitable formula.”

Debra  Brown, associ-
ate director of policy for 
Children Now, said that the 
organization fully supports 
the governor’s plan.

Students read statements 
backing Brown’s formula. 
One student at Castlemont 
High School in Oakland 
said, “We’re dealing with 
broken windows and rats in 
our classrooms. There are 
not enough materials for 
everyone. LCFF should pass 
this year.”

A student at Richmond 
High School said that in two 
years he has only been able 
to have two 10-minute meet-
ings with a counselor.

As far as counselors are 
concerned, Brown’s formula 
would leave their funding 

to the discretion of local 
school districts. Funding 
for counselors would be 
competing against spending 
for instructional materials, 
teacher  training, deferred 
maintenance and other ex-
penses that had been paid 
for by categorical funds. The 
categorical funds could be 
spent only for the purposes 
the state mandated for them, 
which is the case now. 

Buchanan pointed out 
that if discretionary money 
is required to pay for most 
things in the future, it’s im-
portant that enough money 
be provided at the basic level 
to fund everything. 

In the past, Buchanan 
has spoken in opposition to 
Brown’s plan. 

Asked for comment on 
LFCC, Pleasanton school 
superintendent Parvin Ah-
madi told The Independent 
that the base allocation in the 
LCFF formula needs to be 
increased beyond its current 
proposed level.

“We want a higher level 
of funding for all districts,”  
said Ahmadi. She intends 
to place the formula on an 
agenda this month.

Livermore school district 
chief business official Susan 
Kinder told The Independent 
that the  district would know 
more about potential impacts 
after  the mid-May revision 
of Brown’s budget. 

FUNDING
(continued from page one)

has entered a new era, op-
erating as the world’s pre-
eminent high energy density 
(HED) science facility sup-
porting an international com-
munity working in national 
security and frontier science. 
NIF has demonstrated key 
capabilities in all mission 
areas that could not be done 
anyplace else. The demand 
for NIF capabilities is grow-
ing. The sophistication of the 
experiments is increasing 
along with the number of 
shots requested.”

To accommodate and pri-
oritize the demand for NIF 
shots and to ensure “only 
the best science is done,” 
Albright and Moses have 
implemented several pro-
cesses in NIF governance. 

These include:
• Formal interactions with 

various working groups and 
councils involved in HED 
stockpile stewardship and 
weapons science, national 
security, inertial confine-
ment fusion and basic sci-
ence programs, as each plans 
use of NIF;

•  The formation of sub-
ject matter expert working 
groups in targets, diagnos-
tics and operations;

• The proactive work of 
several NIF planning groups 
and the NIF User Office.

“The role of the NIF 
director has grown, become 
more visible. The direc-
tor needs to be continually 
interactive with the user 
communities; with respect 

to this alone, it has become a 
full-time position,” Albright 
said. “It is time to redefine 
the role of the NIF director 
to concentrate on imple-
mentation of the governance 
process, be responsible for 
developing and maintaining 
a facility use plan, and com-
municating with the HED 
science community and the 
broader set of stakehold-
ers.”

Plans  were announced 
earlier this year to move 
forward with a three year 
nationally-based program 
using NIF for a broad-based 
experimental program ad-
dressing a more diverse 
range of scientific issues and 
opportunities.   While the 
change does not mean the 
end of ignition experiments, 
it does mean that more of 
the beam-time at NIF will 
be used to simulate nuclear 
weapons and for fundamen-
tal science, including some 
non-ignition work.

After three years of work 
to better understand the 
physics of ignition, the NIF 
program will then be as-
sessed again at the end of 
fiscal year 2015.

NIF
(continued from page one)

fireplaces and forest fires. It 
poses a danger to lungs. 

Both categories are grad-
ed by the ALA on weighted 
averages for the most recent 
three-year period. Alameda 
County showed 4.2 ozone 
days, which is above the 3.3 
that qualifies counties for 
an F. The county’s annual 
violation days for PM were 
2.3 days, which qualified for 
D. 

The county doesn’t miss 
better performance by much, 
especially compared to four 
Southern California coun-
ties, which are the worst in 
the state. 

Los Angeles County 
accumulated 81 days in 
violation on ozone and 25 
days on particulate matter; 
San Bernardino County 121 
ozone days in violation, and 
3.5 PM days; and Riverside 
County 102 ozone days and 
36 PM days. All received F’s 
in both categories.

The most polluted met-
ropolitan areas in the state 
for ozone are Los Angeles, 
Visalia, Bakersfield, Fresno, 
Hanford and Sacramento in 
that order. They are also the 
six most polluted cities in 
the United States for ozone. 
They occupied that same 
order last year. 

In the San Francisco-Oak-
land-San Jose metropolitan 
area, ALA found “significant 
progress in reducing high 
ozone and particle pollution 
days due to a combination of 
state and local measures.”

The report credits a re-
duction in particle pollution 
to the efforts of the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management 
District’s “highly effective 
wood smoke reduction ef-
forts.” 

Alameda County is in the 
process of adopting changes 
aimed at reducing pollu-
tion. 

Sonoma County was the 
only one in the nine-county 
Bay Area to earn an A in both 
ozone and particulate matter 
categories. San Francisco 
and Marin earned A’s for 
their ozone performance.

Typically in the Bay Area, 
the pollution in the East Bay 
and South Bay is greater 
than other locations because 
they are farther from ocean 
breezes, and downwind 
from large concentrations 
of industrial and vehicular 
sources. Generally, they 
score higher numbers on the 
pollution scales.

Federal, state and local 
government regulations that 
have tightened air qual-
ity standards over the years 
have helped bring down 
levels of pollution. The ef-
forts included a new law 
adopted in December about 
particulate matter, says the 
ALA.

The organization is turn-
ing its efforts toward “fight-
ing for a strong national 
clean car standard and de-
fending the Federal Clean 
Air Act,” the ALA said in a 
news release.

OZONE
(continued from page one)

to better serve their joint 
constituency.

LARPD Board member 
Steve Goodman mentioned 
Measure L, a joint initia-
tive that provided funding 
for needs identified by the 
park and school districts 
and the city. “But for the 
cooperation, this building 
(community center) would 
not be here. I believe the 
relationship between the two 
agencies is as good as it has 
ever been.”

Councilmember Stuart 
Gary picked up the theme 
of cooperation, suggesting 
that once both agencies had 
completed their budgets and 
strategic work plans they 
should report those deci-
sions to the other agency as 
part of a regular meeting 
agenda.  “Maybe it’s time 
to look at what is needed in 
the way of branch libraries 
and meeting places. Schools 
have empty buildings in one 
side of town. It has growing 
needs in the north and north-
western side.”

Board member Maryalice 
Faltings added that it might 
be time to look at special 
uses that might be located 
in North Livermore. A com-

munity garden would be 
one idea. 

Councilmember Bob 
Woerner picked up on the 
Measure L theme, suggest-
ing that cooperation may 
lead to another such effort. 
He wanted to look at a five 
year plan that would take 
into account where the agen-
cies are headed and what 
needs there are. Including 
the school district, we can 
work together to solve the 
problems, he stated.

Councilmember Laureen 
Turner stated, “One of my 
key things is looking at the 
North Livermore Specific 
Plan to consider needs in the 
area such as a library and a 
community center.”

Board member Beth Wil-
son stated that she would 
like to see the agencies work 
together in a more focused 
manner. There is a need to 
do more in North Livermore. 
She said she would like to 
see the library open more 
days, as well as other facili-
ties for meetings. A commu-
nity garden area would be a 
good idea.

Board member David 
Hutchinson raised a different 
issue. He pointed to the need 

to improve links between 
the north and south sides of 
the city. The bridges over 
the freeway are dangerous 
for pedestrians and cyclists, 
he stated.

Board  member  Bob 
Coomber agreed. He sug-
gested that there be an effort 
to find a way for bicyclists 
and walkers to cross the free-
way safely. He also wanted 
more attention paid to trails 
in North Livermore. He 
mentioned that in the area 
south of the freeway, there 
is the ability to take a trail 
from here to Concord.

Mayor John Marchand 
commented that when the 
city builds new infrastruc-
ture, it should take into ac-
count the needs of cyclists, 
horsemen and walkers to 
be able to travel easily and 
safely around the city. He 
said he plans to empanel a 
cycling committee to look 
at opportunities.

He concluded by not-
ing, “It all comes down to 
money.”

The two staffs will work 
together to prepare a report 
listing potential areas for 
additional engagement in 
the future.

NORTH
(continued from page one)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Cyclists ride through the scenic Livermore Valley wine country during the Wente 
Vineyards Road Race. The event was held April 27.
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000             

                                         
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 476427

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Bottom 
Line Medical Billing & Col-
lections, 1610 Bluebell Dr, 
Livermore, CA 94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Rose Voltz (2)Bruce Voltz, 
1610 Bluebell Dr, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 3/11/2013.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Rose Voltz
:s/: Bruce Voltz
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on March 22, 2013. 
Expires March 22, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3441.  Published  April 11, 
18, 25, May 2, 2013.

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

 CASE NO. HG12622380

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDO):
TONINA M DOBBS AKA 
TONINA DOBBS
DOES 1 TO 10, Inclusive
 
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY 
PLAINTIFF:     
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO 
EL DEMANDANTE):  
CAVALRY SPV I, LLC

     NOTICE! You have been 
sued. The court may decide 
against you without your be-
ing heard unless you respond 
within 30 days. Read the 
information below.   
    You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons and 
legal papers are served on 
you to file a written response 
at this court and have a copy 
served on the plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect 
you. Your written response 
must be in a proper legal 
form if you want the court to 
hear your case. There may 
be a court form that you can 
use for your response. You 
can find these court forms 
and more information at the 
California Courts Online Self-
help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county 
law library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot 
pay the filing fee, ask the 
court clerk for a fee waiver 
form. If you do not file your re-
sponse on time, you may lose 
the case by default, and your 
wages, money, and property 
may be taken without further 
warning from the court   
   There are other legal re-
quirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If 
you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an at-
torney referral service. If you 
cannot afford an attorney, 
you may be eligible for free 
legal services from a non-
profit legal services program. 
You can locate these non-
profit groups at the California 
Legal Services Web site 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), 
the California Courts On-
line Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or 
by contacting your local court 
or county bar association. 
NOTE: The court has a statu-
tory lien for waived fees and 
costs on any settlement or 
arbitration award of $10,000 
or more in a civil case. The 
court’s lien must be paid 
before the court will dismiss 
the case.
     
    !AVISO! Lo han deman-
dado. Si no responde dentro 
de 30 dias, la corte puede 
decidir ensu contra sin es-
cuchar su version. Lea la 
informacion a continuacion.. 
   Tien 30 DIAS DE CAL-
ENDARIO despues de que 
le entreguen esta citacion 
y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por 
escrito en esta corte y hacer 
que se entregue una copia 
al  demandante. Una carta 
o una llamada telefonica no 
lo protegen.  Su respuesta 
por  escrito tiene que estar 
en formato legal correcto 
si  desea que procesen su 
caso en lacorte. Es posible 
que haya un formulario que 
usted pueda usar para su 
respuesta. Puede encontrar 
estos formularios de la corte 
y mas infornacion en el  Cen-
tro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de 
leyes de su condado o en 
la corte que le quede mas  
cerca. Si no puede pagar 
la cuota de presentacion, 
pida al secretario de la corte 
que le de un formulario de 
exencion de pago de cuotas. 
Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el  
caso por incumplimiento y 
la corte le podra quitar su 
sueldo, dinero y  bienes sin 
mas advertencia.
    Hay otros requisitos lega-
les. Es recomendable que 
llame a un abogado inme-
diatamente. Sino conoce a 
un abogado, puede llamar  
a un servicio de remision a 
abogados. Si no puede pagar  
a un abogado, es  posible que 
cumpia con los requisitos 
para obtener sevicios legales 
gratuitos de un programa de 
servicios legales sin fines de 
lucro. Puede encontrar estos 
grupos sin fines de lucro en el 
sitio web de California Legal 
Services, (www.lawhelpcali-
fornia.org), en el Centro de 
Ayuda de las Cortes  de Cali-
fornia, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) 
o poniendose en contacto 
con la corte o el  colegio de 
abogados locales. AVISO: 
Por ley, la corte tiene derecho 
a reclamar las cuotas y los 
costos exentos por imponer 
un gravamen sobre cualquier 
recuperacion de $10,000 o 
mas de valor recibida me-
diante un acuerdo o una 
concesion de arbitraje en un 
caso de derecho civil. Tiene 
que pagar el gravamen de la 

corte antes de que la corte 
pueda desechar el caso.

The name and address of 
the court is: 
(El nombre y direccion de la 
corte es):
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, 
ALAMEDA COUNTY, HAY-
WARD
24405 AMADOR ST, RM 
108
HAYWARD, CA 94544

The name, address, and tele-
phone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without 
an attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la direccion y 
el numero de telefono del 
abogado del demandante, o 
del demandante que no tiene 
abogado, es):
THE LAW OFFICES OF 
Winn Law Group, A PRO-
FESSIONAL CORPORA-
TION       
THE CHAPMAN BUILDING 
110 E. WILSHIRE AVE 
STE 212 FULLERTON, CA 
92832
FILE NO: 11-19057-0-
BAC-DPC (1910-00)
(714)446-6686

DATE: (Fecha): MARCH 
20, 2012
s/:  PAT SWEETEN, EXECU-
TIVE OFFICE/CLERK
s/: Clerk, by (Secretario) 
Blake Kreeft, Deputy (Ad-
junto)

The Independent Legal No. 
3442.  Published April 11, 18, 
25, May 2, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 476609
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Aikotopia, 
1332 Lakeland Drive, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
(1)Daryl Mihara, 1332 Lake-
land Drive, Livermore, CA 
94551 (2)Tricia Nguyen-Mi-
hara, 1332 Lakeland Drive, 
Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by Married couple
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Daryl Mihara
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Al-
ameda on March 27, 2013. 
Expires March 27, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3444.  Published  April 18, 
25, May 2, 9, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 477160
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Solid Mech 3D, 
1041 Florence Rd, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
(1)Jack Lawrence Mix, 1041 
Florence Rd, Livermore, CA 
94550 (2)Ruth Mix, 1041 
Florence Rd, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jack L. Mix
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on April 12, 2013. 
Expires April 12, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3446.  Published  April 18, 

25, May 2, 9, 2013.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 
ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 

Valley Humane Society at 
 (925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Liver-
more from 12:00 to 4:00. For 
more information, call Terry 
at (925) 487-7279 or visit 
our website at www.tvar.org 

FERAL CAT  
FOUNDATION  

Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 

We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED

Housekeeper/Office 
Assistant 

for home-based business  
in Livermore. 

Must be local, English flu-
ent, have strong computer/

MS Office skills. 
$11-12/hr, 10 hr/wk 
Call 925-273-7017

56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors 
Wanted. Senior Home 
Health Care. Must have ex-
perience. Senior Solutions, 
Inc (925)443-3101.

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  A 

CLASSIFIED AD

Call  (925)243-8000 

MERCHANDISE 

115) ESTATE/ 
GARAGE/ YARD SALES

ESTATE SALE
 Super cared for hsehold 
furns: LR, DR, BR, linens, 
china, Kit, FamR, office, 
decor, pictures, jewelry, 
Garage tools, garden  

tools, much more.
 CASH ONLY 

Friday 5/3 & Saturday 5/4 
8:00AM-3:00PM 

Sunday 5/5 
10:00AM-3:00PM 
Follow signs from  
College & Sherry 

LAS Guild sale
MULTI-FAMILY YARD 

SALE!
Furniture, children’s 
games, books for all  

ages, bedding,  
decorating accessories &  

much more.
8:00AM-2:00PM 
Saturday only!

769 McLeod Street
Livermore

MULTIPLE FAMILY
Saturday 5/4 & Sunday 5/5

8:00AM-3:00PM
Cottonwood Court

Livermore
Camping, sporting gear, 

household items,  
LEGO’s, bikes & more

118) FREE SECTION

127) LOST/ FOUND
TOYOTA KEY FOB 
with plastic ukulele 

Lost in Livermore near 
Safeway, OSH, Trader Joes 
or Subway 

$50 REWARD
Please call (360)422-7112

NOTICES/
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 

on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. 
IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law. 

What’s for Sale in 
this Sellers’ Market?

By Cher Wollard
Stop by any open house this weekend and eavesdrop on the 

conversations. Or talk to a friend or family member who is trying to 
purchase real estate. The story is the same throughout the Bay Area: 
There’s nothing to buy.

Inventory is low, but there are homes on the market in every price 
category. The successful buyer these days is motivated, well-quali-
fied and persistent.

Still, it’s not true that there is “nothing” on the market. In fact, 
inventory is up slightly from a month ago. For perspective: A balanced 
market in Livermore would have about 200-250 resale homes on the 
market, in addition to new homes offered by developers. At the bottom 
of the market, the Multiple Listing Service had more than 500 entries.  
One week in March of this year, that figure was a measly 49.

By the middle of last week, that number was up to 72 – still not 
a lot, but a significant improvement.

Many of those 72 homes are already pending.
“Although we’re starting to see a few more properties coming 

on, inventory remains low and the market is heated,” according to 
Gloria Landavazo, a Realtor with Prudential California Realty in 
Livermore.

Homes that are well-priced and accessible for viewing tend to sell 
quickly, often with multiple offers.

That makes it more important than ever that buyers do their home-
work before shopping, so they do not get swept up in a frenzy over 
this week’s “hot property” and purchase a home that does not meet 
their needs, or agree to price or terms they may later regret.

“We Realtors need to keep the buyers realistic about the market,” 
said Linda Futral, a Realtor with Alain Pinel Realty, Pleasanton.

“Buyers see that inventory is picking up a little. We need to keep 
our clients methodical about how they go into a contract for a property, 
insuring for buyers and sellers that it is the right contract for them.

“It’s not about winning or losing,” she added. “The seller is going 
to sell no matter what. The buyer is the one who has to live with the 
house and the contract for a long time.”

So what is available to buy in Livermore?
As of Monday, the total number of residential properties on the 

MLS was 63. (Because of the way properties are marketed, the high 
point each week is usually Wednesday and Thursday, so it is likely 
that number has risen since press time.)

Of these, one is a short sale and two are bank-owned properties.
Of the 63, 57 are single-family detached homes.  The rest are 

condominiums or townhouses.
The median price of those detached homes is just under $650,000 

– about $100,000 above the median sales price in Livermore, accord-
ing to the most-recent data compiled by Trendgraphix. In fact, only 
21 of those homes are priced at or below $550,000.

Twelve of the 57 single-family homes on the market are country 
properties with an acre or more of land. They range from a cabin on 
11 acres with a pond, far up Mines Road, priced at $249,868 to an 
80-acre ranch with a 4-bedroom home on Greenville Road priced at 
$4.2 million.

In between are properties as diverse as:
• 5-acre parcel on Dyer Road with a nicely upgraded dome-style 

home for $899,000
• 22-acre parcel with a house and barn on East Avenue, ideal for 

a future winery, priced at $1.599 million
• 6,000-sq.ft. Mediterranean-style villa on about 10 acres priced 

at just under $3 million.
The median price for all 12 properties is $1.35 million.
Of the detached homes not on acreage:
•  4 are priced in the $300,000s • 11 in the $400,000s
• 9 in the $500,000s • 7 in the $600,000s
• 5 in the $700,000s • 3 in the $800,000s
• 2 in the $900,000s • 4 are listed at more than $1 million
These homes are as varied as a 3-bedroom modular home in old 

Northside priced at $349,000 and a 4,600-sq.ft. custom home with a 
pool on about 1/3 acre in South Livermore priced at $1,399,999.

Homes priced near the median sales point include:
• 1,700-sq.ft. three-bedroom home in Spring Valley on a huge 

lot
• 2,000-sq.ft. three-bedroom “zero-lot-line” home that is only 10 

years old off Stanley Boulevard
• remodeled two-story home built in 1968 with an in-law unit on 

a quiet cul-de-sac
• 1,400-sq.ft single-story Sunset East home
 Also on the market are six condominiums and townhomes, priced 

from $175,000 for a one-bedroom, one-bath 758-sq.ft. unit on Mur-
rieta Boulevard, to $598,000 for a spacious 1,800-sq.ft townhouse 
built in 2010 in Montage, the Shea development near Las Positas 
College.

Also on the market are another one-bedroom condo on Murrieta 
at $199,000; a 2-bedroom unit in Copperhill, built in 2000, priced 
at $420,000; a 3-bedroom townhouse in Brookmeadow Park at 
$439,900; and a similar-sized townhouse in Springtown priced at 
$499,000.

If you are thinking about buying or selling real estate, contact your 
local Realtor for the latest market information.

State Agency to Expand Funding of Affordable Housing Pro-
gram

A statewide program designed to promote the preservation of af-
fordable multifamily rental properties will be expanded, according 
to an announcement this week by the California Housing Finance 
Agency.

The Preservation Loan Program has long been available for the 
acquisition of eligible CalHFA portfolio projects. Now financing will 
be extended to fund the preservation of multifamily rental properties 
throughout California.

“This program encourages investment and improvements in ex-
isting affordable housing,” said Claudia Cappio, CalHFA Executive 
Director. “By broadening the program to include new preservation 
projects, we will reach more properties statewide and maintain af-
fordable rental housing for more California families.”

The loan will be offered through CalHFA’s Multifamily divi-
sion.

For more information and qualification requirements on CalHFA’s 
Preservation Loan Program and the full complement of CalHFA pro-
grams, please visit www.calhfa.ca.gov or call toll free 877.9.CalHFA 
(877.922.5432).

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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By Carol Graham
In the dappled shade of 

ornamental pear trees, chil-
dren wiggle and squeal, in-
tent on something crawling 
in their hands.

Finally one second-grade 
girl looks up, declaring, “It’s 
so . . .,” she pauses before 
landing on just the right 
word, “squishy!”

Croce Elementary stu-
dents, nearly 650 of them, 
spent Earth Day visiting the 
school’s on-site teaching 
garden - enjoying the sights, 
sounds, smells, tastes and 
feel of earth’s treasures.

In the Five Senses Spot, 
Bombyx mori inch up small 
fingers. More commonly 
known as silkworms, their 
ghostly spongy bodies and 
oversized heads captivate 
the youngsters.  

“If they start talking, 
let me know,” says parent 
volunteer Earl Stacy to the 
startled children. 

Students are working and 
learning in all areas of the 
garden: Arbor Lane, the Kid 
Corral, Compost Corner and 
the Succulent Center.

“The purpose of the gar-
den is to get kids outside to 
learn to appreciate where 
food and flowers come from, 
to see how rewarding it is to 
see things grow, and then to 
enjoy the edibles. So fresh!” 
says Croce science teacher 
Pam Ferrucci. “Their food 
scraps go into compost bins 
and then the children help 
put the compost back into 
the beds. They get to see that 
a whole habitat exists in the 
garden; food chains of birds, 
insects and decomposers 
create a full circle of life.”

Once a month through-
out the school year, classes 
come to the garden to engage 
in seasonal activities. They 
clean, weed and fertilize 
the beds in the autumn, 
plant flowers, fruits and 
vegetables year round, and 
harvest in the spring.

Croce Garden Used to Teach Students a Variety of Lessons

“At the first hint of red on 
a strawberry, they want to 
pick it,” says retired teacher 
and volunteer Corrine Agur-
kis. “For about 60% of the 
children, this is their first 
exposure to being allowed 
to be in the dirt.”

Volunteer Judy Noble 
agrees. “Gardening is an 
experience many of the stu-
dents have not had. They ask 
what a weed is, or what the 
word soil means. Many have 
never planted anything.”

Yet, as it is with children 
and nature, the curiosity and 
willingness are there, wait-
ing to be nurtured. “Enthusi-
asm reigns,” says Noble.

Throughout the year, 
classes go into the garden 
to experiment, measure and 
draw, says Ferrucci. Kinder-
garten teachers release but-
terflies that they’ve raised in 
their classrooms. Teachers’ 
beds supply plant materials 
for science lessons. And the 
flowers grown in the garden 
- irises, pansies, poppies and 
tulips - brighten tables at the 

Volunteer Tea in May. 
As with most worthwhile 

projects, there are chal-
lenges. “We struggle each 
year to have enough funds 
to keep the garden going,” 
says Ferrucci. “If there are 
any community members 
who would like to volunteer 
their time, we would greatly 
appreciate it. You don’t have 
to be an expert gardener, 
just enjoy being outside and 
interacting with students. 
You’ll go home tired but 
feeling you did something 
worthwhile.”

On Earth Day, students 
ate freshly-picked lettuces 
and vegetables. “Their fa-
vorite are the peas; they eat 
them up like candy,” says 
Ferrucci. “We’re growing 
four types of mint here. The 
children can taste yummy 
lemon mint water in com-
postable paper cups they 
made, but most of them 
want to take the cups home 
to reuse them. I remind 
students why it’s so im-
portant to practice the 4 Rs 

(reduce, reuse, recycle, and 
rot) every day, at home and 
at school.”

Birds atop the pear trees 
eye the wiggling silkworms 
as the children cover the 
bins and head back to class-
rooms.

“There is a need for this 
particular class to survive 

so that our kids can pass the 
importance of what they’ve 
learned to others,” says 
Stacy.

Ferrucci adds, “It’s a lot 
of hard work for us to be 
able to pull off garden day, 
but it’s worth it. We hope the 

students take away respect 
for all living things, and a 
love for getting their hands 
in soil and watching things 
grow.”

For more information, 
contact Pam Ferrucci at pfer-
rucci@lvjusd.k12.ca.us. 

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Students sample some of the produce grown in the garden at their school. 

A ceremonial ground-
breaking was held Wed., 
May 1 for a segment of the 
Iron Horse Trail from BART 
Station to Santa Rita Road in 
Pleasanton.

The 1.5 mile extension 
closes a gap, and will com-
plete the Iron Horse Trail 
through Pleasanton.

On hand for the event 
were East Bay Regional 
Park District Board Mem-
ber Ayn Wieskamp,  and 
General Manager Robert E. 
Doyle; Jerry Thorne, Pleas-
anton Mayor; Scott  Hag-
gerty, Supervisor, District 
1, Alameda County; John 
McPartland, BART  Direc-
tor; Kareen Knowles, Kaiser 
Permanente Associate Medi-
cal Group  Administrator.

The trail link provides 

a route for adults and kids 
to  travel between schools, 
homes, work and shopping, 
and connects the BART sta-
tion  and major corporate 
business offices and employ-
ment centers in Pleasanton, 
such  as Kaiser Permanente 
in the Hacienda Business 
Park.

The trail is a paved pe-
destrian and bicycle trail 
located primarily within 
the  former Southern Pa-
cific (SP) Railroad right-
of-way established in 1891 
and  abandoned in 1977. In 
1998 a license agreement 
was entered into by and be-
tween  EBRPD and Alameda 
County for the purpose of 
constructing a trail within 
this  right-of-way.

When completed, the 
trail will offer a continuous 
multi-use pathway extend-
ing  from Martinez on the 
Carquinez Strait to the San 
Joaquin County line near the  
Altamont Pass.

The new segment will 
cost $4.2 million. The proj-
ect is part of the East Bay 
Green Transportation  Initia-
tive funded by US Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
TIGER II grant (Transporta-
tion Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery II), 
East Bay Regional Park 
District Measure WW park 
bond,   Caltrans EEM (En-
vironmental Enhancement 
and Mitigation) program, 
Alameda County Transpor-
tation Commission, and the 
City of Pleasanton.

Work Begins on Last Iron Horse 
Trail Segment in Pleasanton
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The Pleasanton Civic 
Arts Stage Company pres-
ents Ramayana, the stage 
adaptation of the ancient 
epic tale from South-East 
Asia.  The show runs for 
two weekends, May 10-19, 
at the Firehouse Theater, 
4444 Railroad Ave in 
Pleasanton.  

Shows are Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m., and 
matinees Saturdays and 
Sundays at 2 p.m.

Based on the centuries-
old Sanskrit legend of 
Prince Rama, this produc-
tion of the Ramayana is 
an adaptation by Berkeley 
playwright Anthony Clar-
voe.  “With the large en-
semble cast and epic scope, 
it is one of the Civic Arts 
Stage Company’s most 
exciting and challenging 
productions to date,” ac-
cording to Artistic Director 
Rebecca J. Ennals of the 
San Francisco Shakespeare 
Festival who produces the 
company’s programs in 
conjunction with the City 
of Pleasanton. 

The production’s direc-
tor Michael Truman Cava-
naugh, a Resident Teaching 
Artist with SF Shakespeare 
Festival and a graduate of 
the Dell’Arte School of 
Physical Theater, compares 
the story to Greek mythol-
ogy or epic tales like The 
Lord of the Rings saga.

Ennals says, “There is 
a reason the story has been 
popular in South Asia for 
thousands of years.  It has 
a little bit of something 
for everyone – adventure, 
romance, questions of right 
and wrong and what it 
means to be human.  Rama, 
the central character, would 

like to be a peaceful man 
but finds that some evils 
are so great, he must fight 
against them.  The themes 
of the story are still rel-
evant today.”

The story of Prince 
Rama spans seven books 
and 24,000 verses accord-
ing to some sources.  The 
tale is said to have been 
passed down through gen-
erations via oral tradition, 
until it was written down 
by the poet Valmiki more 
than two millennia ago.  
Over the centuries, Rama-
yana has been retold thou-
sands of times in countless 

regional languages and 
dialects.  It continues as 
a living tradition in India, 
Nepal, and South-East 
Asia, with its story tightly 
woven into the fabric of 
family life.  It continues 
to inspire works of art and 
literature today. 

Rama, the wise and 
worthy hero prince, is por-
trayed by guest artist Salim 
Razawi, who is familiar to 
Las Positas College insid-
ers as a national theater 
and debate competition 
award winner.  His arch-
nemesis, Ravana, King 
of the Demons, is played 

in alternate casts by local 
actor Jeff Zolfarelli and 
Oakland-based guest artist 
Leighland Hooks.  The role 
of lovely Princess Sita is 
shared by Avery Clinton 
(who recently played An-
nika in Pippi Longstock-
ing) and Madhumitha 
Krishnan, who is perform-
ing her first role with 
Civic Arts Stage Company.  
Aaron Guerra and Daniel 
Golubchik, both return-
ing after multiple shows 
with the company, share 
the role of Rama’s faith-
ful brother and side-kick 
Laksmana.  Hanuman, 

Rama’s devoted servant, is 
played by Sika Lonner and 
Michelle Fomin, two more 
of the company’s returning 
actors.  

The ensemble for this 
final production of the sea-
son is comprised of youth 
primarily from the Tri-Val-
ley area, with a number of 
returning actors as well as 
many performing with the 
company for the first time. 

Partner acrobatics is 
a challenging new ele-
ment being incorporated 
into this production.  Also 
referred to as ‘AcroYoga,’ 

it involves simple lifts 
and sharing weight using 
acrobatic positions and 
movement.  Choreographer 
and movement director 
Amelia Adams taught cast 
members from age 7 to 
senior citizen how to per-
form moves that represent 
“everything from soar-
ing vultures to terrifying 
demons to Hanuman, the 
flying monkey god.” 

The company enlisted 
the help of local Indian 
theater expert Maanasa 
Venkatasubbaiah as cultur-
al advisor and dramaturge 
for this project, helping 
the cast to not only learn 
pronunciations of Sanskrit 
names and places, but also 
advising directors on ap-
propriate behavior for the 
ancient characters.  “We 
hope that this play will be 
delightful and familiar to 
families of South Asian 
heritage,” says Ennals, 
“but also intriguing and 
fun for other families who 
probably won’t know the 
story.” 

The production team in-
cludes set and lighting de-
signer Steve Mannshardt, 
sound designer Ryan Lee 
Short, props designer 
Kristin Werder, costumes 
and make-up artist Leah 
Schaefer, and stage man-
ager Edem Kuevor.    

Tickets are $10, $15, 
$18; Child or Senior: $6, 
$9, $12.  

Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.firehouse-
arts.org, by calling 925-
931-4848, and in person at 
the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  

Civic Arts Stage Company Presents 
Ramayana, Epic Tale from India

Members of the cast enact the abduction of Sita by Ravana. Madhumitha Krishnan, Sika Lonner, Sara Jeffrey, 
Leigh Hooks, Michelle Fomin, Daniel Golubchik, and Aaron Guerra. Photo - Aaron Zwiefel Photography
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A talented young conduc-
tor,  Robert Treviño, will 
lead the  California Sym-
phony as its season winds 
down with a performance 
at the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore on May 3.

Featured will be violin 
virtuoso Caroline Gould-
ing performing Beethoven's 
Violin Concerto and the 
fantastically powerful Sym-
phonie Fantastique by Ber-
lioz. The concert begins with 
the world premiere of a work 
by the Symphony's Young 
American Composer-in-
Residence, D. J. Sparr who 
will be performing his own 
work for electric guitar and 

Follow the love of ani-
mals down the garden path 
during the eighth annual 
Hidden Gardens of the Val-
ley, a benefit for Valley 
Humane Society (VHS). 
It will be held on Sunday, 
May 19 from 10 am – 4 pm. 
The self-guided tour of-
fers a private glimpse into 
ten lovely gardens across 
Pleasanton.

There is an opportunity 
to explore beautiful flow-
ers, trees and shrubs, decorative fountains and statuary, 
and architectural elements such as gazebos, decks, out-
door kitchens, and more. Find out just how that garden 
does grow from Buzz Bertolero, the Dirt Gardener, 
second generation nurseryman and TV personality. 
Buzz will be planted along the route to meet tour par-
ticipants and answer gardening questions. Other hidden 
gems will be revealed along the way, including working 
artists and the Animal Lover’s Boutique.

Tickets are $35 per person and include program, 
map, and directions. Tickets are available now at www.
valleyhumane.org or Valley Humane Society, 3670 
Nevada Street, Pleasanton. Admission to this rain-or-
shine event is non-refundable.  Show a ticket at Red-
coats or Handles Gastropub in downtown Pleasanton, 
and they will donate portion of the bill back to VHS 
to help the animals.

Tickets are also available for purchase with cash 
or check only at the following Tri-Valley locations: in 
Pleasanton at Town & Country Veterinary Hospital, 
923 Main St., Towne Center Books, 555 Main St., and 
Western Garden Nursery, 2756 Vineyard Ave; in Dublin 
at Armstrong Garden Center, 7360 San Ramon Rd.; and 
in Livermore at Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Ln.

For more information on sponsorship opportuni-
ties, please contact Melanie Sadek at (925) 426-8656. 
All tour proceeds benefit the programs and services 
of VHS.

 

orchestra.
Those attending have the 

opportunity to help provide 
music education in a Liver-
more school through the 
Symphony's Sound Minds 
program.

Wente Vineyards and 
Sandia National Labora-
tories have both signed on 
to sponsor the symphony’s 
May 3 concert at the Bank-
head Theater. This sponsor-
ship allows more of the 
revenue from ticket sales to 
support the fall 2013 launch 
of the symphony’s Sound 
Minds music and literacy 
program at a Livermore 
public elementary school.

The audience will also  
participate in choosing the 
symphony’s next permanent 
music director by filling out 
a survey on the Symphony’s 

website after the concert. 
The final decision will be 
made by the symphony’s 
board of directors later this 
spring. 

The guest conductor on 
May 3, Robert Treviño 
comes to the symphony with 
an impressive resume. He is 
the associate conductor of 
the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra.

The concert begins at 8 
p.m.  The Bankhead Theater 
is located at 2400 First St. 
in downtown Livermore. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the box office, on-line at 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
by calling 373-6800.

On Thurs., May 9, Art Happens at Peet's Coffee with 
the brand new "Storied Nights," a spoken word event 
with prose writers and storytellers, art exhibits and 
discussions, open mic poetry and more. The Figurehead 
Art Gallery will host a discussion about the "Body 
Speaks" exhibition by Angela Johal, open mic poetry 
around the theme of "Bloom" at the Winemaker's 
PourHouse, "Transformative Mask Making" with artist 
Carol Faber at the Downtown Arts Center and more.   

“Storied Nights” debuts at Peet’s Coffee & Tea during 
the Thurs., May 9 Art Happens, from 7:30-9:00pm.  Storied 
Nights is a spoken word event that brings together some of 
Valley’s finest prose writers and storytellers, two breeds of 
wordsmiths not usually seen on the same stage.  

May and June’s “Storied Nights” will be hosted by 
local writer Karen Hogan.  This Art Happens event is co-
sponsored by LVPAC and Peet’s Coffee & Tea.

Hogan states, “John Steinbeck says that when we tell a 
story, we beg the listener to say—and feel—-‘Yes, that is 
the way it is, or at least that is the way I feel it.’”

The first edition of Storied Nights will feature stories read 
by some of the Valley’s finest writers: Jerry Blair, Susan 
Mayall, Tom Darter, and Karen Hogan.

Beginning with May, Art Happens has been expanded 
from 6-9pm and many of the events are staggered to allow 
visitors to attend more of the events in a single evening.  
From a flamenco performance at ABC Music to transforma-
tive mask making at the Downtown Art Studios, visitors can 
wander from site to site and experience multiple forms of 
the arts in a single night.

Art exhibitions, art-making, open mic poetry, recep-
tions, a sports art event, and karaoke round out the events, 
as well as an art reception at the Bankhead Theater for the 
Alamo-Danville Artists Society Rotating Gallery artists.  A 
full schedule of events can be downloaded at www.bothwel-
lartscenter.org, or on Facebook by liking the Bothwell Arts 
Center, and maps can be picked up at any of the participat-
ing locations.  Most of the event is free to the public, with 
exception of the Brushstrokes and Wine Notes artmaking 
event (contact Winemakers Pour House for information).

Many spaces offer live entertainment.
Storied Nights is sponsored by the Livermore Valley 

Performing Arts Center in association with Peet’s Coffee & 
Tea. “Story telling is an essential ingredient in all performing 
arts disciplines,” says Len Alexander, LVPAC’s Executive 
Director. “We are excited to be able to bring the art of the 
story and creative writing to Art Happens.”

Art Happens on the 2nd Thursday evening of each month 
is free and open to the public. Download a map brochure at 
http://mylvpac.com/index.php/bac/art-happens.html or pick 
one up at any of the participating locations, and like Bothwell 
Arts Center on Facebook to keep informed. 

Writers and Storytellers Join the Monthly Art Happens

Symphony Bringing Sounds Minds Program to Livermore

Hidden Gardens of the 
Valley Tour a Benefit for 
Valley Humane Society
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The Anderson-Bonfiglio-
Bedrossian Trio will present 
a concert of classic works 
at 2:00 on Sunday, May 12 
at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church in Livermore. 
The program will include 
“Trio,” op.11, by Ludwig 
van Beethoven; “Fantasy 
Trio,” op.26, by Robert 
Muczynski; “Eight Pieces,” 
op.83, nos. 2, 6, and 4, by 
Max Bruch; and “Trio in A 
minor,” op. 114, by Johannes 
Brahms.

Pianist Mark Anderson, a 
native of the San Francisco 
Bay Area, holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree in piano 
performance from San Jose 
State University, as well as 
post-graduate degrees from 
the Royal Northern College 
of Music in Manchester and 
the Royal Academy of Music 
in London.  In June 2001, 
he was awarded the Master 
of Arts in Multimedia from 

California State University 
East Bay.  He has performed 
world wide. His recordings 
on Nimbus Records have 
received numerous awards.  
His most recent recording, 
the solo piano music of Hans 
von Bülow, contains works 
never before recorded and 
was released in November 
2011. Mr. Anderson was ap-
pointed Assistant Professor 
in Piano and Chamber Music 
at the University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver in 
September 2012. In addition, 
he continues to be Executive 
Director of New World Mu-
sic Academy in Pleasanton.

Clarinetist Joseph Bon-
figlio earned a Bachelor of 
Music degree at the Pea-
body Conservatory of Johns 
Hopkins University and a 
Master of Music degree at 
the Juilliard School.  He 
has taught at the Peabody 
Preparatory School in Balti-

more, the Walden School in 
Vermont, and the University 
of California at Santa Bar-
bara as Associate Professor 
of Music.  In addition to 
many solo and chamber 
music performances, he can 
be heard on two CDs, “The 
Open Path” and “Through 
the Trees” with the cham-
ber ensemble “Departure,” 
and on the film score to 
the Showtime Movie, “Fat 
Rose and Squeaky.”  Along 
with teaching part time on 
the faculty at Chabot Col-
lege, Mr. Bonfiglio currently 
maintains a busy teaching 
studio at Ingram and Brauns 
Musik Shoppe in Pleasanton.

Cellist Peter Bedrossian, 
a native of Long Island, NY, 
holds both A.B. and Ph.D. 
degrees in physics from 
Harvard University and is 

currently on the staff of 
Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory.  Previ-
ously, he worked in the 
Surface Science Division 
at Sandia National Labora-
tory in Albuquerque, NM 
and was an Alexander von 
Humboldt Fellow at the In-
stitute for Interface Science 
and Vacuum Physics at the 
Jülich Research Center in 
Germany.  He has studied 
cello with Mildred Johnson, 
Claus Adam, and George 
Neikrug and has served as 
principal cellist with the 
Tassajara Symphony, the 
Livermore Valley Opera, 
and the Livermore-Amador 
Symphony. Dr. Bedrossian, 
a resident of Livermore, 
currently plays with the 
Berkeley Symphony and the 
Fremont Symphony.

Early arrival is recom-
mended, as seating is lim-
ited to approximately 100. 
Admission to the concert 
is by free-will donation 
(suggested amount $15-
$25). Net proceeds from 
this concert will support the 
Youth Program at the Uni-
tarian Universalist Church 
in Livermore. There will 
be a reception with the op-
portunity to meet the artists 
following the concert. 

The Unitarian Univer-
salist Church in Livermore 
is located at 1893 North 
Vasco Road, Livermore, CA. 
Visit the church's web site at 
www.uucil.org.

 

Trio to Perform Classics in Livermore 

Pic tured  f rom le f t  a re 
Peter Bedrossian, Joseph 
B o n f i g l i o ,  a n d  M a r k 
Anderson.

Cheza Nami Foundation, 
Inc. and the Chinyakare En-
semble will be performing at 
Las Positas College on May 
9th at 6pm for an evening 
of African music, dance and 
culture.

The Chinyakare Ensem-
ble will share the sounds of 
Zimbabwe.  The public is 
invited to come listen and 
dance to African rhythms 
and learn about African cul-
ture in this interactive special 
event. Funds for this event 
were made available through 
the Milanese Family Gift 
Fund and LPC Foundation. 

This event is free, however 
registration is suggested at 
www.chezanami.org

The presentation will 
take place at the Las Positas 
College performing arts 
amphitheater, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. 

Cheza Nami is a non-
profit charitable organiza-
tion whose aim is to foster 
a greater understanding and 
appreciation of African Cul-
ture by welcoming members 
of the community to partici-
pate in fun-filled activities 
while learning about some of 
the things that make African 

culture so unique. Cheza 
Nami uses a play-based, 
experiential approach to edu-
cation and teaches African 
culture, through dance, play 
and movement.  

For more information 
about Cheza Nami, please 
visit www.chezanami.org

Tawanda muChinyakare 
means "we are many, all 
in the deep tradition of the 
arts of our ancestors," in 
ChiShona, a native language 
of Zimbabwe.  The phrase 
speaks of a profound unity 
experienced through living 

in harmony with the deep 
traditions of our ancestors. 
Tawanda muChinyakare 
is a network of musicians, 
artists, teachers, and com-
munity organizers.  

This ensemble was cre-
ated with the purpose of 
weaving ancestral wisdom 
and creative expression with 
contemporary education and 
community work through 
the medium of African music 
and dance.  

For more information 
about the Chinyakare En-
semble. Please visit www.
chinyakare.com.

 

Evening of African Music, Dance and Culture Scheduled

2012  
2013SEASON

CALL
925.373.6800

CLICK
bankheadtheater.org

COME BY
2400 First Street • Downtown Livermore

   

Treviño and the
 Fantastique!

California Symphony
FRI MAY 3 8pm

50s & 60s Doo 
Wop Celebration

Featuring The Alley Cats
SAT MAY 4 8pm

Capitol Steps
Fiscal Shades of Gray

MON MAY 6 7:30pm

LVPAC SPRING GALA 
Judy Collins

Legendary Voice of a Folk Music Icon
FRI MAY 10 8pm

Pacifi c Chamber 
Symphony

Classical Gems
SAT MAY 11 8pm

John Hammond
A One-Man Blues Strike Force

FRI MAY 17 8pm

Ode to a Joyous 
50th Season

Livermore-Amador Symphony
SAT MAY 18 8pm  

Ballet 
Masterworks

Valley Dance Theatre
MAY 25,26  7, 2pm  

Wop CelebrationWop CelebrationWop Celebration

John Hammond

Legendary Voice of a Folk Music Icon

Pacifi c Chamber 
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The bipartisan humor of 
comedy group Capitol Steps 
will bring a refreshing, if 
razor-sharp, perspective 
when they return for their 
fifth annual performance at 
the Bankhead Theater on 
Monday, May 6, 2013. 

The only group in Ameri-
ca that attempts to be funnier 
than Congress, the Capitol 
Steps never suffer from a 
shortage of material. Fol-
lowing a constantly shifting 
political landscape, mem-
bers have been known to 
update the show on-the-fly, 
learning new lines and revis-
ing skits backstage before 
the curtain opens. From the 
national debt and the budget 

deficit, to Supreme Court 
rulings and environmental 
woes, the bipartisan comedy 
of the Capitol Steps may be 
the only thing to earn the 
support of both houses.

According to founding 
member Elaina Newport, the 
Capitol Steps began in 1981 
when a few congressional 
staffers were asked to come 
up with the entertainment 
for a holiday party. Finding 
ample humor in their day-
to-day work on Capitol Hill, 
they took a comic approach 
and skewered, as equitably 
as possible, the very places 
and people they worked for. 
Soon they were hired for 
other events and by 1988 

they were no longer working 
on Capitol Hill, but laughing 
at it full time.  While seri-
ous issues are treated with 
respect, the Capitol Steps 

look for angles that appeal 
to a universal sense of the 
ridiculous and, as Newport 
says, they are happy to take 
any approach that allows 

them to laugh at themselves.
Over the years, the Capi-

tol Steps have performed in 
all 50 states and for five US 
presidents in both Demo-
cratic and Republican ad-
ministrations. They have 
been widely featured on 
television, as well as in their 
“Politics Takes a Holiday” 
specials on National Public 
Radio. Their most recent 
album, “Take the Money 
and Run for President” fea-
tures the irresistible political 
comedy of the past year, 
including appearances by 
Chris Christie, Joe Biden, 
Rick Perry, Herman Cain, 
Newt Gingrich, Anthony 
Weiner, and even Moammar 

Khadafy. Musical parodies 
such as “I've Grown Ac-
customed to My Facebook” 
and “If I Tax a Rich Man” 
have audiences laughing in 
the aisles.

Sponsored by Mary and 
Jay Davis, tickets for this 
season’s immersion in the 
high comedy of political life 
with the Capitol Steps range 
from $43 to $63 for adults 
and $14 for students.

The Bankhead Theater is 
located at 2400 First Street 
in Downtown Livermore. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the box office, by calling 
925-373-6800 or online at 
www.bankheadtheater.org

By Susan Steinberg
Rod Serling, the tower-

ing genius of early televi-
sion, transformed a medium 
awash with pap and fluff, 
pioneering a genre of hard 
hitting dramas that mir-
rored the intense realism of 
Broadway’s “All My Sons."

Viewers accustomed to 
popular shows like Ed Sul-
livan were stunned by Ser-
ling’s harsh depictions of 
American life: lynchings, 
union-bashing, and racism. 
In the 50’s, such controver-
sial topics could earn the 
dangerous label “Commu-
nist." Serling found a safer 
way of speaking these “in-
convenient truths” by creat-
ing “The Twilight Zone," 
whose science fiction char-
acters could “say things 
Democrats and Republicans 
could never say.” Garnering 
multiple Emmy Awards, 
he went on to Hollywood, 
writing the classic “Planet 
of the Apes," still question-
ing mankind’s relation to 
humanity.

Serling’s huge television 
success, “Requiem For a 
Heavyweight," won the 
first Peabody Award for a 

single script, going on to 
become a famous movie and 
play. Danville Role Play-
ers’ Director Eric Fraisher 
Hayes has brilliantly re-
created the excited tension 
of the original live telecast 
in a cramped little studio, 
complete with cameras, 
microphone booms, lights, 
control panels, and a cadre 
of grips frantically assem-
bling each set during com-
mercial breaks.

Old black and white ads, 
featuring Snap, Crackle 
and Pop, the Frito Bandito, 
Barbie Dolls, Camel Ciga-
rettes (“preferred by most 
doctors”), and Dinah Shore  
(“See the USA in your Chev-
rolet”), remind us of those 
innocent years of consumer 
credulity for sappy sales 
pitches. With a tense Floor 
Manager’s (Robin Taylor) 
count-down to each new 
segment, the audience is 
whisked from the cheerful 
banality of “I Love Lucy” to 
the gritty reality of a killing 
“Sport." This is the world of 
prize-fighting, not as seen 
by cheering fans, but lived 
on the inside as a brutal 
ruthless business that eats 

people alive.
“Mountain” McClintock 

is a simple sweet young 
man from Louisiana, poor-
ly educated, but eager to 
fight. A hard-nosed New 
York manager (Maish) has 
groomed him from novice 
to contender, seeing him 
as a ticket to success. It is 
Maish’s chance to escape 
the poverty of his immigrant 
father, who “rushed off the 
boat to the sweat shop." 
Army, Maish’s previous 
protégé, has devoted himself 
to training the new hopeful, 
developing a genuine affec-
tion for him.

A powerhouse trio of ac-
tors brings these characters 
to life. Shellie Award-nom-
inated Kharye Moye plays 
Mountain with an innocent 
sincerity that is absolutely 
heart-breaking. Still proudly 
citing his years of triumph 
(“I was #5 in a list includ-
ing Jersey Joe Walcott”) 
he is now on his way down 
and out. Carried onstage 
unconscious after a disas-
trous beating, he is judged 
unfit for further fights by 
the laconic ringside doctor, 
inured to blood and suffer-

ing after a long career, and 
ready for retirement (“I’ve 
seen worse, including dead 
ones.”)

His unfeeling comments 
set the tone for the heartless 
parade of handlers, hustlers, 
gamblers, and enforcers, 
who appear to collect their 
debts, exploit the helpless, 
peddle “new meat." Maish 
desperately needs $3,000 to 
pay off a gambling loss and 
reluctantly plans to sacrifice 
“his boy” to the humiliation 
of sleazy wrestling matches 
in outrageous costumes.

A fruitless search for 
work convinces Mountain 
he’s fit for no other employ-
ment. As he laments, “My 
only profession has been 
fighting for 14 years. Now 
I’m 33… a big dummy like 
me… what can he do when 
it’s over?” A sympathetic 
social worker tries to find 
him a job and shows him 
some human kindness un-
til an angry Maish drives 
her off, afraid of losing his 
meal ticket, but denying 
Mountain a chance to start 
a new life.

Boasting about his vic-
tories (“111 fights and I 

never took a dive”), Moun-
tain pities the sad old has 
beens endlessly reliving 
their matches in Charlie’s 
Saloon. Suddenly he real-
izes he is just like them, no 
different or better. “I am 
not a bum” he asserts, but 
then faces the terrible truth, 
“You’re lucky – no one’s 
laughing at you.” Sadly, he 
sees his only chance to earn 
money and help Maish is to 
become a laughing stock, 
wrestling in the costume of 
a wild jungle savage.

Willing to make any sac-
rifice for his mentor, he is 
horrified to learn that in his 
last match, Maish had bet 
AGAINST him. Urged by a 
compassionate Army, he is 
ready to leave until he learns 
that Maish will be killed for 
“welshing.”

Finally assuming a hero’s 
stance, he denounces Maish 
but agrees to save his life. 
At least he is a man in his 
own eyes, while Maish is 
a broken miserable loser. 
Even Army rejects him, 
yelling, “You job him out by 
the pound, and you’ll rot in 
Hell for it!”

Noted Bay Area actor Mi-

chael Sally inhabits Maish’s 
skin with every gesture and 
facial expression, nuancing 
his painful moral failings. 
Craig Eychner is terrific as 
the conflicted Army, torn 
between loyalty to Maish 
and disgust at his treatment 
of the vulnerable Mountain. 
A strong supporting cast in-
cluding Jerry Motta, Charles 
Woodson Parker, Nolan 
Mecham, Katy Hidalgo and 
Kimberly Ridgeway en-
hance the stellar principals’ 
impact. But it is Kharye 
Moye who makes the most 
memorable impression, ex-
iting with an air of proud 
dignity to face the degrading 
jeers of wrestling fans.

Director Hayes captures 
the excitement and tension 
of that historic broadcast, 
with the opening night audi-
ence as spell-bound observ-
ers of the compelling drama. 
Enjoy the Role Players’ 
riveting performance week-
ends through May 18 at 
Danville’s Village Theatre 
233 Front Street. Tickets at 
925-314-3400 (weekdays 
only) or VTBOXOFFO-
CE@ci.danville.ca.us.

Review: Role Players’ Riveting Drama

Capitol Steps Back with Satirical Look at Politics 
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by Laura Ness
This year’s Tri Val-

ley Socks “Bras for The 
Cause” honoree is a re-
markable 48-year-old wife 
and mother of two, who 
lives in Berkeley, and who 
has been a cancer survivor 
since 2008.   

Denise Wolf is not your 
average cancer survivor. 
For one thing, she’s been 
treated for one of the 
nastiest, most aggressive 
forms of breast cancer 
out there —the dreaded 
“triple negative.”  Despite 
all odds, she’s triumphed. 
When she was diagnosed 
in February, 2008, with a 
large, fast-forming triple 
negative tumor, a rare type 
that does not respond to 
Tamoxifen or Herceptin, 
this mother of two young 
girls, then ages 7 and 10, 
was plenty worried, for her 
own mortality and for her 
daughters' futures.  “How 
terrible and traumatic for 
young girls to deal with 
the potential loss of their 
Mother,” she thought. 
It kept her focused on a 
solution, even when she 
was told there was none.  
As in most early detection 
cases, she discovered the 
tumor herself. It had grown 
very rapidly in her highly 
dense breasts. She cautions 
women with similar breast 
tissue to seek ultrasounds 
for anything they may be 
suspicious of, as mam-
mograms can’t provide 
diagnostic efficacy.

Because her tumor was 
neither ER positive nor 
HER 2 positive, none of 
the conventional hormone 
blocker treatments would 
work. Surprisingly, at 
least to Denise, a trained 
systems microbiologist 
studying bacterial ge-
nomes, she was told by 
doctors at UCSF and 
Stanford that they had no 

the lives of her two 
daughters, Aviva and Talia, 
who know they may face 
a similar fate if they turn 
out to be BRCA1 mutation 
carriers. She’s holding the 
line on genetic testing until 
they turn 18, not wanting 
to spoil even more of their 
precious teenage lives.

Denise admits she 
already embarked on a 
strange career path, before 
switching to her new field, 
having gone from study-
ing electrical engineering 
in grad school to a job as a 
“systems microbiologist,” 
where she spent 12 years 
studying bacteria. As she 
puts it, “ One more twist 
in the road did not seem 
impossible.  I was able 
to make the shift. I have 
spent the last almost three 
years working at UCSF as 
a computational biologist 
with Drs. Laura Van‘t Veer, 
Laura Esserman, Nola 
Hylton, and Hope Rugo, 
among others.  We are 
trying to answer exactly 

the questions I asked as a 
panicked non-responding 
patient: are there ways of 
customizing chemo treat-
ments to the individual 
patient, in order to increase 
her odds of survival?  This 
is deeply satisfying work. 
I am hopeful that the joint 
efforts of the UCSF team 
I am privileged to be part 
of will lead to improved 
survival for patients.  My 
fondest wish is to be use-
ful. With the projects I am 
working on, I know that I 
could have an impact.”

She believes there are 
many promising clinical 
trials in the works. She’s 
especially excited about 
work being conducted 
in the field of immune 
modulation, what she calls, 
“turning up good immu-
nity.”  A body has to be 
in top shape to fight the 
spread of mutating cells 
that lead to cancer. Her 
key advice to all women, 
whether they have cancer 
or not, is to exercise. “An 

hour of sweat per day 
keeps me going,” she says.

Offering valuable moral 
support throughout the can-
cer care chain is another 
task she has taken to heart 
as an unofficial online 
adviser to women’s support 
groups, including Triple 
Negative Breast Cancer 
Foundation (TNBCF) and 
the Facebook community 
“Triple Negative Sisters.” 
She finds it very reward-
ing to be able to answer 
questions and provide the 
hands on support that only 
a cancer survivor can of-

fer.  “Our oncologists and 
surgeons are advisors, yes, 
but we and our network of 
family and friends become 
the real caregivers. You 
owe it to yourself to be 
informed.”

How did she visualize 
her cancer while it was in 
her body? Did she have a 
metaphysical relationship 
with it? She responded, “I 
had it a long time. I could 
tell it was not respond-
ing.” Therapy suggested 
visualization. Many chose 
military metaphors, but 
they were not for her. “In-
stead,” she says, I pictured 
cancer as lost children, as 
lost living things that just 
wanted to live. I did not 
wish it ill. I felt tender to-
wards it. I just wanted it to 
leave and go away. Yes, I 
feared it, but I did not hate 
it. I would visualize laying 
in a stream, trees above 
me, with the water flow-
ing through me, washing it 
away.”

Cancer has taught her to 
confront her mortality, to 
embrace gratitude and to 
make peace with the less 
good things in life. “I have 
a more Buddha-like view 
of things,” she says. “Can-
cer is a force to enlighten-
ment, in a way. It breaks 
down barriers, its puts time 
in a different perspective 
and it forces you to live 
like you mean it.” 

Advice for us all.
 
 

tools to analyze which drug 
might actually work on 
her particular tumor. This 
puzzled her, challenged her 
naturally inquisitive mind 
and left her no choice: she 
decided to take matters into 
her own hands and become 
a breast cancer researcher.

She tells the story of 
ineffective treatments, hair 
loss, horrible mouth sores, 
the incredible weakness 
and fatigue that comes 
from chemo: and it was 
having no effect. After 
learning in early 2009 
that her tumor markers 
had risen again, she went 
through a very dark period, 
searching for answers, 
questioning everything. 
“I went through hell,” she 
says. “I even took ‘my last 
vacation in Bali,’ prepared 
to say goodbye.”

It turned out the spots 
on her lungs were due to 
damage from radiation. 
She would live to fight on, 
which is exactly what she 
is doing every day in her 
new job.

Wolf decided to become 
a cancer researcher, help-
ing to develop personalized 
breast oncology treatments 
that would ultimately make 
breast cancer, especially 
aggressive forms like triple 
negative, more survivable. 
In the absence of effective 
treatment for her own situ-
ation, she opted to undergo 
a double mastectomy two 
years ago. It is a decision 
she knows has impacted 

Meet Denise Wolf: Fighting A Triple Negative Threat

Denise Wolf

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Participants marched in last year's event in downtown Pleasanton.
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Author Shelley Riley 
will sign copies of her 
new memoir at the Pleas-
anton racetrack's simulcast 
wagering facility on the 
Alameda County Fair-
grounds from noon to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, May 4, 
prior to the running of the 
Kentucky Derby. 

Riley's memoir, "Ca-
sual Lies - A Triple Crown 
Adventure,"  chronicles 
the racing career of the 

stakes-winning colt who 
began his training at the 
Pleasanton racetrack and 
gained international atten-
tion for his performance in 
the 1992 Kentucky Derby.

 Owned and trained by 
Riley, Casual Lies won 
the Grade III El Camino 
Real Stakes, Foster City 
Mile, and Sausalito Stakes 
while stabled in Pleasan-
ton. After a third-place 
finish in the Grade I Santa 

Anita Derby, Shelley’s 
team flew to Louisville to 
take part in the Kentucky 
Derby and eventually all 
three legs of Thorough-
bred horse racing’s Triple 
Crown.

In 1992, Northern Cali-
fornia native Shelley Ri-
ley became only the sixth 
woman to saddle a horse 
in the 118-year history 
of the Kentucky Derby. 
With Casual Lies running 

second, she made history 
as the female trainer with 
the best finish in this pres-
tigious event, a record 
that still stands. Shelley 
and Casual Lies went on 
to a third-place finish in 
the Preakness Stakes in 
Maryland and completed 
the Triple Crown with a 
5th in the Belmont Stakes 
in New York. Shelley was 
the first female trainer 
to compete in all three 

Triple Crown races. 
The Pleasanton race-

track's simulcast wagering 
facility opens at 10:15 a.m. 
on Saturday (May 4) and 
features racing from Holly-
wood Park as well as other 
out-of-state racetracks.  
Post time for the Kentucky 
Derby is approximately 
3:15 p.m. (PST).  

For more information, 
contact the Alameda Coun-
ty Fair at (925) 426-7622.

  

Trainer to Sign Book about Casual Lies and Her Triple Crown Adventure

The Indian totem pole 
in Centennial Park at 
the corner of Fourth and 
Holmes Streets in Liver-
more is the work of Native 
American Adam Nordwall, 
who later took the name of 
Adam Fortunate Eagle. He 
was born on the Red Lake 
Native American Reserva-
tion in northwest Minneso-
ta in 1929; his father was 
Swedish and his mother 
was Chippewa (Ojibwa). 
His father died when 
Adam was five years old, 
and his mother had to send 
Adam to an Indian board-
ing school. After gradua-
tion, he attended Haskell 
Institute in Kansas, where 
he met his future wife, 
Bobbie Graham, who is a 
Shoshone.

Adam and Bobbie 
moved to San Francisco in 
1951 after their marriage. 
Adam Nordwall worked 
as a licensed termite 
inspector and eventually 
by the late 1960s had his 
own company called the 
First American Termite 
Company. By 1961, the 
Nordwalls were living in 
San Leandro and had three 
children. The Nordwalls 
decided to learn more 
about their Native Ameri-
can heritage. They became 
involved in local Indian 
groups. Adam Nordwall 
was elected the chairman 
of the United Bay Area 
Council of Indian Affairs.

For 19 months, from 20 
November 1969 to 11 June 
1971, Native Americans of 
different tribes occupied 
the small island of Alca-
traz. Adam Nordwall was 
one of the main organizers 
and supporters of the oc-
cupation on the mainland. 
He helped to write their 
Proclamation to the Great 
White Father and all his 
people. During this time, 
Adam began to let his hair 
grow; today, he wears it in 
two long braids. The oc-
cupation was unsuccessful, 
but the publicity around the 
event called the country’s 
attention to the problems 
of  American Indians. In 
September 1973 Nordwall 
journeyed to Rome, Italy, 
where he exited the plane 
in full Objibwa regalia and 
claimed the land of Italy 
for the American Indians: 
“What right did Columbus 
have to discover America 
when it had already been 
inhabited for thousands 
of years? The same right I 
now have to come to Italy 
and proclaim the discovery 
of your country.”

A newly developing 
shopping center in Liver-
more, the Livermore Valley 
Square, had commissioned 
a redwood totem pole from 
Adam Nordwall in 1969. 
He worked on the project 
for about two years, but 
when he was finished, the 
shopping center could 

not afford to pay him the 
$2,000 agreed upon. So 
he decided to give it to the 
City of Livermore. In the 
movie, Livermore, Dan 
Lee, the city public works 
director, commented on 
Nordwall’s offer: “In a mo-
ment of weakness, I said, 
okay, I’ll have my crew 
pick it up.” The men took 
the totem pole to the city 
corporation yard, where it 
stayed for about two years 
until the City Beautifica-
tion Committee decided in 
the last week of November 
1971 to approve of the gift. 
The top figure of the pole 
is an eagle holding Robert 
Livermore in its wings; the 
eagle is the protector of 
the city. A farmer holding 
grapes is the second figure, 
representing the agricul-
tural interests of the city. 
The third figure is a beaver 
holding an atom energy 
symbol, representing the 
city’s scientific interests. 
Below these three figures, 
Nordwall carved ten rings, 

each ring representing 10 
years of Livermore’s his-
tory.

When Nordwall came to 
see it after its installation 
at Centennial Park, he was 
very upset. He came to a 
City Council meeting and 
explained the problem. He 
had purposefully put the 
rings at the bottom in order 
to put the three figures 
high above any graffiti or 

other work by vandals. The 
city crew who installed 
it had cut off some of the 
rings, making the 1.5 ton 
statue four feet shorter 
than he had envisioned. He 
threatened to take back the 
carving if the city did not 
reinstall it correctly. An 
impatient Dan Lee said, 
“Then you would be an 
Indian giver?” Nordwall 
resented the remark and 
threatened to put a curse 
on the city sewer system 
if the totem pole were not 
installed correctly and if he 
did not receive an apology. 
Fortunately, the workmen 
had kept the bottom of the 
pole they had cut off, so 
they were able to restore 
the pole. It was removed 
from its concrete base, a 
new base was made, and 
the carving was restored 
to its original height of 18 
feet. The city celebrated an 
Indian Week in mid-May 
1974. It culminated in the 
dedication of the totem 
pole on May 18. Nordwall 
was there with his dance 
troop, including singers 
and drummers, and par-
ticipated in the ceremony. 
Vice-mayor Archer Futch 
apologized to Nordwall. 
The Independent suggested 
that the city should have 
such a celebration annually. 
“Not only can Indian Week 
give Indians an opportunity 
to display their culture to 
non-Indians, but it can help 

Americans gain touch with 
the native heritage of their 
homeland.”

An Indian Center was 
established in Livermore 
in 1973; it is now housed 
at Rancho Las Positas 
Elementary School. It is 
open to the public and has 
many Native American 
artifacts as well as infor-
mation about local events. 
Cultural classes offered by 
the center include bead-
work, cooking, dance, 
and drumming. A Native 
American Dance Group 
performs traditional dances 
at schools. Mary Puthoff is 
in charge of the center.

Adam Nordwall 
received the name of 
Fortunate Eagle from 
leaders of the Crow Na-
tion in Montana. He and 
his family moved to the 
Paiute-Shoshone reserva-
tion of his wife, Bobbie, in 
1976. They live in Fallon, 
Nevada, where Adam has 
an art gallery and creates 
beautifully made pipes. He 
has also written two books, 
one about the Alcatraz 
occupation (2008) and one 
about his years at Pipe-
stone, an Indian board-
ing school (2010). Like 
American Indian elders 
through the ages, he tells 
stories about his life to his 
grandchildren. 

(Readers can reach me 
at am50homan@yahoo.
com.)

 
           
           

Adam Fortunate Eagle 
(Adam Nordwall)

Totem Pole (Anne Homan 2005)
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Four Pleasanton Teams 
advance to Destination 
Imagination’s Global 
Finals, the largest creativity 
celebration in the world.

After winning honors 
for creativity, teamwork 
and problem solving in 
local, state and regional 
tournaments four Pleasan-
ton teams have earned the 
right to travel to Destina-
tion Imagination’s Global 
Finals, the largest creative 
thinking and problem 
solving competition in the 
world, to be held May 22-
26 in Knoxville, TN.

Destination Imagination 
is an educational program 
where student teams are 
immersed in the creative 
process needed to solve 
open-ended challenges, and 
then present their solutions 
at regional and state tourna-
ments. If they win at those 
levels, they may receive an 
invitation to Global Finals.

The teams are:
The Layers of Zephyr 

– Wind Visible Challenge, 
middle school level: Aaron 
Berson (Hart), Neel Chitale 
(Hart), Shanth Gopal-
swamy (Hart), Sander 
Head (Pleasanton Middle 
School), Daniel Huang 
(Hart), Russell Sullivan 
(Hart), Team Managers:  
Jen Berson and Grishma 
Desai

“The Layers of Zephyr” 
team received a special 
Renaissance Award at the 
State Tournament for the 
skillful execution of a hy-
draulic system that added 
efficiency and reliability to 
their set design and their 
special effect.  

Daniel Huang stated, 
"I like DI because of the 
many ways you can have 
fun, yet still do large 
amount of work, and act as 
a team.  You are allowed 
to be wacky or serious and 
bring out your preforming 
side, as well as an archi-
tecture standpoint.  DI is 
a great organization built 
on using your imagination 
to its greatest extend and 
improving your teamwork 
skills through the year."

Neel Chitale added, "I 
like DI because it requires 
teamwork.  You find out 
things about yourself that 
you never knew.  In fact, 
you create things that are 
incredible.  As you go it 
actually feels like your 
advancing.  Later you 
meet people from other 
countries and grasp a little 
of the different types of 
cultures.  It’s truly an excit-
ing journey."

The Other Team – In 
Disguise Challenge, 
middle school level: Am-
ritha Ramalingam (Hart), 

Purvaj Kandula (Hart), 
Trent Pozzi (Harvest), 
Divya Vilekar (Harvest), 
Rhea Kodkani (Harvest), 
David Azuma (Harvest), 
Team managers: Rupal 
Ravi-Chandar and Coleen 
Ito-Azuma

“The Other Team” team 
received the Renaissance 
Award at the State Tourna-
ment for the engineering 
and design of their props.

"In DI our ideas and 
dreams become reality.  DI 
is important to me because 
I get to solve a given 
problem the way I want 
to and not the way adults 
think it should be solved.  
I learn things that most 
kids my age do not get a 
chance to, like the use of 
power tools,” said Amritha 
Ramalingam.

Pleasanton Sparks – 
Twist-O-Rama Challenge, 
middle school Level: 
Ananth Kumar, Sharanya 
Kumar, Ashira Monga, 
Gaurav Joshi, Tommy 
Kim, Varun Rao, Team 
Manager: Kris Kumar

Team LEAP – Project 
Outreach, high school 
level: Akhil Ramalingam 
(Foothill), Amar Jyothip-
rakash (Foothill), Koby 
Carino (Amador), Manas 

Abhyankar (Amador), 
Omkar Moghe (Foot-
hill), Christopher Azuma 
(Amador), Michael Azuma 
(Amador), Team manager:  
Brett Azuma

“Team LEAP” received 
the DaVinci award at the 
Regional Tournament for 
their Project Outreach.  
They worked with the 
East Bay Children’s Book 
Project in Oakland and col-
lected 2500 new and used 
children books through 
a neighborhood drive 
and collection bins at the 
schools, Golden Apple, and 
Towne Center Books.  

The Pleasanton teams 
will compete with other 
teams in the challenges 
listed above.  Each of the 
Challenges is one of seven, 
open-ended challenges 
that require young people 
to apply science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math 
(STEM), in addition to 
improvisation, theater arts, 
writing, project manage-
ment, communication, 
innovation, teamwork and 
community service.

Destination Imagina-
tion has had a positive 
impact on more than 1.5 
million young people and 
adults who have benefit-

ted from taking part in its 
acclaimed Challenge Pro-
gram. This year, another 
100,000 young people have 
competed in tournaments 
throughout the U.S. and 
in 30 countries to earn a 
spot at the Global Finals 
competition in May.

These four local teams 
are among more than 8,000 
students representing more 
than 1,250 teams that will 
advance to Global Finals, 
which will be held at the 
University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville May 22-26.

“The Destination Imagi-
nation Program allows 
students K-College to learn 
and experience the creative 
process. Quantitative rea-
soning, problem solving, 
risk taking, collaboration, 
presentations and thinking 
on your feet are some of 
the important skills learned 
in the program,” said 
Chuck Cadle, CEO.

This year, National 
Geographic’s world re-
nowned author and photog-
rapher, Joel Sartore, will be 
addressing the participants 
at the Global Finals Open-
ing Ceremony. Partici-
pants will have a chance 
to explore the depths of 
our planet’s oceans and 
learn about environmental 
conservation through the 

3M-sponsored, interactive 
“Explore the Uncharted” 
exhibit.

“The DI competi-
tion requires students to 
work through some very 
demanding critical think-
ing and problem solving 
assignments that strengthen 
our educational systems 
by enhancing the learning 
processes taking place in 
the classroom,” declared 
Cadle. “We’ve seen the de-
velopment of superior apti-
tudes in analytical think-
ing, leadership, project 
management, teamwork, 
communication, research 
and innovation in hundreds 
of thousands of youth since 
our organization’s incep-
tion almost three decades 
ago, and we believe Des-
tination Imagination has 
the potential to bridge the 
gap between what is taught 
in our schools and the 
thinking skills our youth 
will need to succeed in the 
world of the future.”

 

Pleasanton Teams Head to Imagination Destination Competition

Teams are (from left) Leap, 
Sparks, Layers of Zephyr, 
and The Other.
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Art Happens, 2nd Thursday of each 

month, 6 to 9 p.m.  Downtown Liver-
more. Art displays, poetry, entertain-
ment, special events. For the brochure 
go to www.bothwellartscenter.org. 

Seasons of the Valley, an exhibit of the 

art of Bettie Goosman is displayed at 
The Purple Orchid Inn, 4549 Cross Rd., 
Livermore to the end of June. Art can 
be viewed daily from 8am. to 6pm. For 
more information call (925) 606-8855.   

Relatively Speaking, an exhibit featuring 
artists who are related, will be on 
display at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First Street in Livermore, from March 6 
to May 7.  Artists include Louise Gray, 
Andrew Roberts-Gray, Jonathon Miler, 
Joanna Crawshaw, Ronald Rigge, Lisa 
Rigge, Linda Ryan, and Grace Ryan. 

Imagination Expressed, Pleasanton 
Art League show at Museum on Main, 
Pleasanton. April 9 through June 10. 
www.PAL-ART.com.

Photography Show at Prudential Realty, 
work of Joie Cameron-Brown at  1790 
First Street, in the Vine Plaza. The 
show runs through May 5. The public 
is welcome to view during regular 
business hours, or by appointment with 
Cher Wollard, 925-824-4824. 

Fresh Works III: Annual Open Juried 
Exhibit.  Harrington Gallery at the 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  Admission is free, 
donations appreciated.  Works from 73 
established and emerging artists using 
a variety of media are on display from 
Wednesday, April 24 through Saturday, 
May 25.  Gallery hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12-5pm; 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Free public 
reception and awards ceremony with 
artists Saturday, Apr. 27, 1-3pm. 

Angela Johal Exhibit at the Figurehead 
Gallery. The series explores the life of 
the “Nuclear Woman” that incorporates 
original 60s vintage images and mixed 
media. They are reflective of her life 
growing up in a time when the role of 
the woman was defined by a male-
dominated society.  "Emanations" is 
a series of circle paintings in oil that 
further examine the meaning of the eye 
that appears again and again in Johal’s 
work. The Figurehead Gallery is located 
in the Old Theater Mall, 2222 2nd St. 
Livermore. Please visit figureheadgal-
lery.com for more information.  The 
exhibit may be viewed Wed-Sat 12pm-
6pm until June 2nd. 

The Big Draw Festival, featuring profes-
sional chalk art street painting and a 
variety of performances and events 
in downtown Pleasanton on May 10 
and 11 , 2013. Proceeds will benefit 
Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council’s Arts 
in the Schools Grant Program. Informa-
tion on reserving a square at www.
pleasantonarts.org 

Art in the Vineyard, Livermore Art 
Association Show at Wente Vineyard 
Estate Winery and Tasting Room, 5565 
Tesla Rd. Livermore; Sunday May 26, 
2013, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. Art 
show, demonstrations, entertainment, 
wine tasting. 

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Pleasanton Art League, Livermore Art 

Association, meeting 7:30 p.m. Mon., 
May 20, Cultural Arts Building, 4455 
Black Ave., Pleasanton. Engela Olivier-
Wilson will present a demonstration 
on how to create a representation 
painting of a California poppy fast and 
accurately using oils. No admission 
charge.

Ukulele Circle in April, Meetings every 

2nd and last Saturday of each month 
from 12noon-1pm at Galina’s Music 
Studio located at 2222 Second St., 
Suite 2, Livermore. Please confirm your 
participation at (925) 960-1194 or via 
the website at www.GalinasMusicStu-
dio.com. Beginners are welcome.  Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $5 fee to cover costs. 

Fine Art on Friday, 10 a.m. with Art 
Critique & Coffee at the Corner Bakery 
Cafe, Pleasanton Gateway Plaza. 
Professional, Local and Emerging 
Artists of the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Contact Claudette for more information 
510 543-4776. 

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring 
their own materials and easels. Open 
to all artists. Professional artist models 
(nude). No instructor. Students under 
18 need written parental permission to 
attend. Cost $20 per session. Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Coffee, tea and refreshments are avail-
able. Call or e-mail Barbara Stanton 
for more info about the workshop, 
925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults.  Beginner to advanced.  Draw-
ing, painting, printmaking, sculpture 
and ceramics taught by highly 
experienced artist and art instructor, 
Thomasin Dewhurst.  Weekday and 
weekend classes, Homeschool classes, 
Special classes during school breaks 
offered.  Please phone (925) 216-7231 
or email thomasin_d@hotmail.com 
for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult.  Beginner to early 
intermediate level.  Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. Please 
phone (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for further 
info.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Las Positas Vineyards, 1828 Wetmore 

Rd., Livermore. 5/11 Winemaker 
Dinner - An intimate dinner with 
winemaker Brent Amos and Chef in the 
Winemakers Cottage. Space is limited 
to 20 people. Wine Club members $95, 
Non-club members $105. For more 
information and menu visit our website 
at www.laspositasvineyards.com or 
call 925-449-9463. 5/17 Evening at 
the Vineyards - Live music by Jesse 
Hendricks  by, dancing, individual 
Pizzetta and glass of wine. Tickets 
are $30 for general public and $25 
for Wine Club members. For more 
information or to make a reservation 
call 925-449-9463 or visit our website 
at www.laspositasvineyards.com.

Live Music, The Winemaker's Pour 
House, 2241 First St., Livermore,  
215-2656. www.winemakerspour-
house.com. May 2, 6:30-9 p.m. Lore 
Acoustic Duo; May 3, 7-10 p.m., Blues 
Bottle Band; May 4, 3-6 p.m. Acoustic 
Northern Static; 7-10 p.m. Retro 20's 
Style; May 5, 1-4 p.m. Jimmy Ashley, 
5\8 p.m. Joey T and Latin Jazz.

Wine Wednesdays, Livermore Valley 
wineries will be hosting "Wine 
Wednesdays" each Wednesday April 
through October. One featured winery 

will be open from 5 to 8 p.m. to help 
guests "wine-down" from the work 
week or just grab a taste of wine before 
going out to dinner in the Tri-Valley.   
Check for the winery listings at www.
lvwine.org.

5th Annual Wine Tasting Fund-
raiser, Benefit for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.  Sun., April 28, 
noon to 4 p.m. at The Purple Orchid, 
4549 Cross Road., Livermore.  Live 
performance by John Lee Hooker, Jr., 
silent auction, wine tasting, finger food. 
$35 advance, $40 at the door.  http://.
WineHike.ticketleap.org or 413-7788.

Mother's Day at Eckert Estate Winery, 
noon to 5 p.m. Sun., May 12. Release 
of two new wines: the 2011 Chardon-
nay and the 2010 Pinot Noir. New 
releases will be paired with assorted 
cheeses. 12 oz. logo glasses for $5.00 
(regularly $7.50).  Tasting fee waived 
for Mothers. 5963 Graham Court, Suite 
D Livermore.  (925) 371-8606, http://
eckertestate.com 

Sunset Sip and Shop at Livermore 
Premium Outlets, 5 to 8 p.m. Thurs., 
May 16. $16 per person includes: 16 
- 1oz tastes,  a Livermore Valley Wine 
Country glass and event program. For 
tickets and more information, please 
visit LVwine.org. Participating wineries: 
Concannon Vineyard, Garre Vineyard 
and Winery, Las Positas Vineyards, 
Little Valley Winery, Murrieta's Well, 
Nottingham Cellars, Occasio Winery, 
Stony Ridge Winery, Tamas Estates, 
White Crane Winery, Westover Vine-
yards, Wente Vineyards.

The Wine Girls and Friends hosting 
Paint the Patio Purple, on May 24th 
at 5:30 at The Steven Kent Winery, 
2443 Tesla Rd, Livermore. This is a 
dinner event and raffle of Livermore 
Wine Country baskets and much 
more. Pre-sale tickets are $20, which 
includes dinner and a glass of wine. 
Additional wine, soda and water will 
be available for purchase. Guests will  
rock out to music by the QuickFixx 
Band. Benefit for the American Cancer 
Society and Relay for Life. Tickets are 
limited to the first 100 guests. Please 
contact Susie Gazzuolo at sgazzuolo@
yahoo.com  or contact Cindy T at 
cindy@stevenkent.com in the Steven 
Kent Winery tasting room.

 
MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 21 
South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band will appear 
at The Castle Rock Restaurant in Liver-
more/at Portola Ave. Band performs 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays. Dance Floor, 
Small Cover.

Juice Newton, pop and country singer, 8 
p.m. Fri., May 3, Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

California Symphony, 8 p.m. May 3, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore.  Featuring the 7th Conduc-
tor/Music Director Candidate for the 
permanent position with the California 
Symphony, Robert Trevino and violinist, 
Caroline Goulding. www.bankheadthe-
ater, org. 

Laurence Juber, acoustic guitar, May 
4, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.

firehousearts.org or 931-4848.
50’s/60’s Doo-Wop Celebration, featur-

ing “The Alley Cats,” Sat., May 4, 8 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Judy Collins, one of the most iconic 
voices in folk music, 8 p.m. Fri., May 
10, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Ticket includes an all-inclu-
sive gala party. www.bankheadtheater. 
org or 373.6800. 

Pacific Chamber Symphony, Sat., May 
11, 8 p.m. Works for chorus, orchestra; 
Haydn and Beethoven. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Bonfiglio – Bedrossian - Anderson Trio, 
concert, Joe Bonfiglio, clarinet; Peter 
Bedrossian, cello; and Mark Anderson, 
piano – will perform a program 
of classical music by Beethoven, 
Muczynski, Bruch, and Brahms.  All are 
well-known local, professional musi-
cians.  Reception following.  Proceeds 
will benefit the UUCil Youth Program. 
2 p.m. Sun., May 12, The Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Livermore, 1893 
North Vasco Road, Livermore. Sug-
gested donation $15-$25. Information 
at www.uucil.org 

Orchestra Concert, 7:30 p.m. Thurs., 
May 16, Barbara Mertes Center for 
the Arts, Las Positas College, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 424-1100.

John Hammond, May 17, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Livermore-Amador Symphony joined 
by Valley Concert Chorale and Pacific 
Masterworks Chorus, May 18, 8 p.m. 
Ode to a Joyous 50th Season. Bank-
head Theater, 2400 First St., Liver-
more. 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Jazz Night Concert, vocal and 
instrumental, 8 p.m. Sat., May 18, 
Barbara Mertes Center for the Arts, Las 
Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. 424-1100.

Swingin’ Blue Stars of the USS Hornet, 
Memorial Day show, May 26, 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

ON THE STAGE
Cinderella, April 19 - May 5, Presented 

by San Ramon Community Theatre, 
Front Row Theater, Dougherty Station 
Community Center, 17011 Bollinger 
Canyon Rd., San Ramon; sanramon-
performingarts.com. 973-3343.

Requiem for a Heavyweight, Role Play-
ers Ensemble, April 26 - May 18, 2013: 
Village Theatre, 233 Front St., Danville. 
$20-$28: www.villagetheatreshows.
com, or 925-314-3400; or the Commu-
nity Center, 420 Front St.

Playwrights' Theatre, Eugene O’Neill 
Foundation, Tao House: Sun., May 5, 
3 p.m. Henrik Ibsen's The Lady from 
the Sea, directed by Susannah Martin. 
Sun., May 19, 3 p.m. Anton Chekhov's 
The Cherry Orchard, directed by George 
Maguire. Staged readings presented 
in partnership with the National Park 
Service, in the Old Barn at Tao House, 
the Eugene O'Neill Historic Site, 
Danville. Reservations: $25 single 
performance; $45 both performances. 

www.eugeneoneill.org or 820-1818.  
Shuttle service to/from Tao House from 
the Museum of the San Ramon Valley, 
205 Railroad Ave, Danville. 

Ramayana, the ancient epic tale from 
South-East Asia. Pleasanton Civic Arts 
Stage Company, Friday, May 10 and 
17, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday May 11 and 
18, 7:30 p.m.; and 2 p.m. matinees 
on Saturdays and Sundays May 11, 
12, 18, 19.  Tickets are $10, $15, $18; 
Child or Senior: $6, $9, $12.  Tickets 
available at www.firehousearts.org, 
925-931-4848, or at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  Tickets are also 
available at the Firehouse 2 hours prior 
to the performance.

Eurydice, by Sarah Ruhl, a luminous 
re-imagining of the myth of Orpheus 
through the eyes of his young bride 
Eurydice.  Thursday, May 16, 2013  
preview 8:00 p.m. Opening reception 
May 17. Runs through June 9, Fri. and 
Sat. 8 p.m.,  June 1, 2 and 8 p.m. and 
Sundays 2 p.m. Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre, 22311 N. Third St., Hayward. 
(510) 881-6777; www.dmtonline.org 

Student One Acts, Black Box Theater, 
May 22, 12:30 p.m. and May 24, 8 
p.m. Barbara Mertes Center for the 
Arts, Las Positas College, 3000 Cam-
pus Hill Dr., Livermore. 424-1100. 

COMEDY
Capitol Steps, May 6, 7:30 p.m. 

Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

MOVIES
Free Classic Film Series, Pleasanton 

Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Avenue, 
1st Thursday of the month, 7 p.m. 
through June 6, 2013. The program 
is hosted by Candy Klaschus, a film 
historian who coordinates the Humani-
ties program at Las Positas College. 
The programs are free and all are 
welcome to attend. Penny Johnson at 
925/931-3405.

DANCE
Dance Performance, 8 p.m,. Sat., May 

11, Barbara Mertes Center for the Arts, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. 424-1100.

Valley Dance Theatre, Ballet Master-
Works, 7 p.m. Sat., May 25, 2 p.m. 
Sun., May 26, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

Carolina Lugo’s & Carolé Acuña’s 
Ballet Flamenco, 8 p.m. May 25, 
Village Theatre, 233 Front St., Danville. 
Adults $25, seniors $20, children 
and students w/ID $20. 1-800-838-
3006, www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/329881. Information www.
carolinalugo.com

Friday Evening Group Dance! Learn 
how to dance with great instructors 
from It's All About Dancing, new dance 
every week from Salsa, Tango, Swing 
and more. Group lesson starts at 7:30, 
followed by open dance until 9:45 in 
our new location at the Bothwell Arts 
Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore; 925-
449-9292. $15.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Auditions, 50th anniversary,  Valley 

Cuda Ridge Wines will 
display artwork by Louise 
Gray. The exhibit, featuring 
her colorful abstract art runs 
through June 30.  

An artist’s reception will 
be held at the winery on 
Sunday May 12 from 1:00 to 
4:00 pm with refreshments 
and complimentary wine 
tasting of two wines. Cuda 
Ridge Winery is located  at 
5385 East Avenue in Liver-
more.

After many years as a 
public school art teacher, 
Louise painted local water-
color scenes, which are now 
in many Valley homes. She 
was always attracted to ab-
stract, non-representational 
art which she saw in mu-
seums and galleries. Now 
she develops methods of 
applying paint, creating rich, 
sensual surfaces on her can-
vases. This method requires 
a willingness to experiment, 
allowing changes to evolve 
in the process.  The viewer 
is encouraged to interpret 
the art as he wishes.

The art is on display and 
is available for purchase  
during normal tasting hours 
from Fri-Sun.  12:00-4:30

 

Exhibit Opens 
at Cuda Ridge

Painting by Louise Gray.
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Concert Chorale,  scheduling appoint-
ments for auditions for singers. Mon., 
May 13 and 20 and Mon., June 3. Audi-
tions and rehearsals are held at the 
First Presbyterian Church of Livermore. 
The church is located at 2020 Fifth 
Street. The Chorale is seeking experi-
enced singers with sight-reading skills 
who enjoy singing exciting and chal-
lenging music. The Chorale performs 
a wide variety of music ranging from 
classical to contemporary, and folk to 
jazz. To schedule an appointment, call 
(925) 462-4205.

Auditions, The Foreigner, Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre; June 9, 1 to 3 p.m. 
with callbacks by invitation, June 16. 
1020 Serpentine Lane, Suite 101, 
Pleasanton. Prepare a 2 minute co-
medic monologue; cold readings from 
the script may be requested. For an 
appointment, call 462-2121 and leave 
a message or email kbreedveld@
trivalleyrep.com. Performances will be 
August 17-25 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton. 

CHORAL
Broadway Chorus, “Broadway Bash," 

includes Broadway Kids Chorus. Three 
performances Friday, May 10 at 8 PM, 
Saturday, May 11 at 8 PM and Sunday, 
May 12 (Mother’s Day) at 2 PM at 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road 
in Pleasanton. Tickets are available 
online at www.trivalleyrep.org or at the 
Amador Theater box office on the show 
days. www.broadwaychorus.org, or call 
925.462.2121

Pacific Masterworks Chorus, Spring 
Concert, May 11, 7 p.m.  First 
Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth Street, 
Livermore. Buy tickets online, purchase 
at the door, or contact Tickets@
PacificMasterworksChorus.org

Blackhawk Chorus, performs Best of 
Contemporary Broadway  music from 
Les Miserables, Wicked, Jersey Boys, 
Lion King, Spamalot and more. May 19, 
3 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org. 373-6800.  

OPERA
Metropolitan Opera Schedule, screen-

ing at Regal Hacienda Cinema in 
Dublin:  Giulio Cesare, May 15, 6:30 
p.m.

Livermore Valley Opera Presents a 
Passionate Afternoon, May 25, 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, www.firehouse-
arts.org or 931-4848.

MISCELLANEOUS
Speech Performance Night, 8 p.m. Fri., 

May 3, Barbara Mertes Center for the 
Arts, Las Positas College, 3000 Cam-
pus Hill Dr., Livermore. 424-1100.

Hike for Hope 2013, memorial hike 
and fund-raiser for Hope Hospice, 
Saturday, May 4, check-in begins at 
8:30 a.m. and goes until 10:00 a.m. 
Del Valle Regional Park in Livermore.  
Two trail options. Registration fee $35. 
TheHikeForHope.com or by calling Hope 
Hospice at 925-829-8770 for a printed 
registration form.  

Annual Mt. Diablo Iris Society Spring 
Iris Show and Plant Sale will be held 
on Saturday, May 4, 2013 between 1 
and 5 p.m. First Baptist Church of Wal-
nut Creek, 2336 Buena Vista Avenue, 

Walnut Creek, California. The show is 
open to the public, there is no admis-
sion fee. For additional information call 
Mary Sindicic at (925) 606-0355. 

22nd annual Livermore Wine Country 
Festival, Downtown Livermore, May 4, 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and May 5 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Featuring Premium Wines and 
Craft Beer tasting, shopping & dining, 
entertainment, arts & crafts, family fun 
and more. No admission charge. www.
livermoredowntown.com.

Spring Faire, Dublin Heritage Park and 
Museums, May 11, noon to 5 p.m. Ven-
dor booths, live music. Corner of Dublin 
Blvd. and Donlon Way. 452-2101.

73rd Annual Pleasanton Rose Show, 
May 11, 2 to 5 p.m. Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Boulevard, 
Pleasanton. Anyone can enter their 
homegrown roses in this local tradition 
that began in the 1930’s. Registration 
gets underway at 8:00 a.m. www.
ThePleasantonRoseShow.com. 

An Evening with Dr. Yee, Tues., May 
14, 7 p.m. Museum on Main Ed 
Kinney Lecture series, In honor of 
Asian-Pacific Islander Month, Dr. Yee, 
a non-fictional Chinese herbalist who 
immigrated to the United States during 
the Gold Rush in 1850 is portrayed by 
Charlie Chin. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

8th annual Hidden Gardens of the Val-
ley Tour, May 19, 2013. Valley Humane 
Society’s self-guided tour of gardens in 
Pleasanton. www.valleyhumane.org 

San Ramon Art & Wind Festival, 
Sunday and Monday, May 26 and 27, 
2013 in San Ramon’s Central Park, 
12501 Alcosta Blvd. from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. both days. Professional kite 
flying demonstrations, arts & crafts 
booths, entertainment on 3 stages, 
puppet shows, two large kids’ activity 
areas. Early morning hot air balloon 
launch on May 27th at 6 a.m. (weather 
dependent). Call the City of San Ramon 
Parks and Community Services Depart-
ment at (925) 973-3200 or go to www.
ArtandWind.com

Wings of Freedom Tour, May 26, 27 
and 28 at the Livermore Airport. The 
Collings Foundation’s Living History 
Display of Aircraft includes  Boeing 
B-17 ‘Flying Fortress,’ Consolidated 
B-24 ‘Liberator,’ and North American 
P-51C ‘Mustang.’’ Visitors are invited 
to tour the aircraft inside and out for a 
$12 donation for adults and $6 for chil-
dren under 12.  World War II veterans 
are free. Thirty-minute flight experi-
ences available for a tax-deductible 
donation. Flights on either the B-17 or 
B-24 are $425 per person. P-51 flights 
are $2,200 for a ½ hour and $3,200 
for a full hour.  For reservations and 
information on flight experiences, call 
800-568-8924. Livermore Airport, 
636 Terminal Circle. Ground tours and 
display 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 26;  10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Mon. 
and Tues., May 27 and 28. May 26 Big 
Band of Rossmoor” will perform during 
the afternoon. Locally based aircraft 
display Monday, May 28. They include: 
AT-6s/SNJs/Harvard, T-28s, P-51s, 
P-40, and a Yak 18. Military vehicles 
of the era will also be on display along 
with historical photographs and memo-
rabilia.  Kevin Ryan 925.216.4371.

Gretchen McNeill will 
be the guest speaker at the 
next monthly meeting of the 
California Writers Club Tri-
Valley Branch on Saturday, 
May  18, 2013, at the Four 
Points by Sheraton, 5115 
Hopyard, Pleasanton.

McNeil is an opera sing-
er, clown, and writer. She 
has written the Young Adult 
horror POSSESS about a 
teen exorcist which debuted 
in 2011. Her follow up, TEN 
was released in 2012, and 
her third novel 3:59 is sched-
uled for fall of this year.  She 
is currently working on a 

Studio Seven Arts will be 
hosting a wine and cheese 
reception for jewelry artist 
Steven Ruse on Friday, May 
3rd from 6pm to 9pm and 
on Saturday, May 4th an 
exclusive Steven Ruse Jew-
elry Trunk Show from 10am 
to 2pm to mark the Spring 
season at Studio Seven Arts, 
Downtown Pleasanton. 

Steven Ruse  creates 
unique pieces from a wide 
array of semi-precious 
stones, including onyx, 
smoky quartz, tourmaline, 
moonstone,  freshwater 
“Biwa” pearls, garnet, druzy, 
and 99% fine silver that is 
soft and silky smooth to the 
touch

His travels have brought 
him far and wide across the 
Pacific Rim, he is a former 
deep sea diver and a veteran 
jewelry maker and fossil 
carver of the last 35 years, 
mostly spent on the west 
coast.  Featured works will 
include an extraordinary 
collection of Ruse’s rings, 
earring, bracelets, pendants 
and fossilized carvings

Studio Seven is located 
at 400 Main St., Pleasanton; 
information at www.studio-
sevenarts.com or 846-4322.

 

Boutique Sales Benefit 
Jackie Barnett’s Just Like 
New Fund

The Animal Lover ’s 
Boutique, which is located 
year-round in the lobby 
of Feline Medical Center 
(FMC), 3160 Santa Rita 
Road in Pleasanton, will 
hold a special Spring Fling 
for the Animals event on 
Saturday, May 4th. Pro-
ceeds from the 10 am to 4 
pm special boutique event 
will benefit Jackie Barnett’s 
Just Like New (JLN) Fund, 
a Valley Humane Society 
program that aids sick and 
injured pets.

Spring Fling will show-
case newly-arrived items 
for Spring and Mother’s 

Pleasanton North Rotary is hosting a membership mixer 
on Fri., May 3 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Pleasanton Hilton.

Members of the public are invited to learn about Rotary, 
the Pleasanton North Rotary Club and the various projects 
it undertakes to benefit the community and the world. The 
event will include an appetizer and no host cocktail reception 
and special guest speakers.

The mixer will be followed by the Keystone Ball starting 
at 7 p.m. This is a program, held at the Hilton, for special 
needs young adults from Keystone Learning Center. Guests 
arrive dressed in their prom attire and "have a blast." Visi-
tors are invited to stop in for a few minutes to say hello or 
stay longer for an evening of fun and dancing with the kids.

Please RSVP to any PNR member or to audrey.
glafkides@ms.com or 730-3862.  Information is available 
at www.pnr-rotary.org

The Pleasanton Hilton is located at 7050 Johnson Dr.,  
Pleasanton.

Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival will help ease 
parking anxieties during 
the upcoming Livermore 
Wine Country Festival in 
downtown Livermore. On 
May 4th and 5th Livermore 
Shakes will host a parking 
fundraiser during the 22nd 
Annual event at the west side 
lot on L Street between Rail-
road and First Street. When 
heading downtown to visit 
the Wine Fest, travel south 
on L Street and turn right 
into the old Groth Brothers 
lot. For $10, park all day  
just a few feet away from the 
festival entrance. 

All parking lot proceeds 
benefit Shakespeare’s As-
sociates, a non-profit 501 (c) 
(3) organization producing 
the upcoming Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival at Con-
cannon Vineyard.

For its 2013 summer sea-
son, the Festival will in-
clude William Shakespeare’s 
comic look at the battle of 
the sexes, The Taming of the 
Shrew, and The Liar, adapted 
by David Ives from a com-
edy by Pierre Corneille.  The 
productions play in repertory 
June 20 – July 21 at Con-
cannon Vineyard.  Tickets 
on sale at www.Livermore-
Shakes.org or 1-800-838-
3006. For more information 
call (925) 443-BARD.

Young Adult mystery/sus-
pense series Don't Get Mad, 
which will begin in 2014.

She is a former coloratura 
soprano, the voice of Mary 
on G4's Code Monkeys. 
She sings with the LA-
based circus troupe Cirque 
Berzerk. McNeil blogs with 
The Enchanted Inkpot and 
is a founding member of the 
vlog group the YARebels 
where she can be seen as 
"Monday."  

The CWC Tri-Valley 
Branch invites writers of all 
genres and experience levels 
to learn about their craft at 
its monthly meetings. The 

meeting will be Saturday, 
May 18, 2013, 2:00-4:00 
pm (registration at 1:30).
The cost for CWC Members 
is $10, nonmembers, $15. 
Anyone interested in the 
program or the organization 
may attend with no obliga-
tion to join. Reservations 
requested by contacting 
Deborah Bernal at reserva-
tions@trivalleywriters.org 
no later than Tuesday, May 
14, 2013.

For more information 
about California Writers 
Club Tri-Valley Branch 
contact Paula Chinick at 
president@trivalleywriters.
org or visit www.trivalley-
writers.org

Day such as planters, gar-
den art, home decor, brass 
gifts, locally hand-painted 
wine glasses, decorative 
pillows, purses and other 
fashion accessories, as well 
as animal-themed items and 
cat and dog toys and dishes. 
Several gift basket raffles 
will be available. In addi-
tion, an inventory clearance 
with markdowns up to 50% 
will be featured.

The JLN Fund was 
founded in 1995 by Pleasan-
ton animal advocate Jackie 
Barnett, who passed away 
in 2009. The fund, which 
now bears Jackie’s name, 
provides financial assistance 
to Tri-Valley residents who 
cannot afford emergency, 
lifesaving veterinary care 
for their pets. Each item pur-
chased at the Spring Fling 
and the Animal Lover’s 
Boutique helps to save local 
community animals from 
unnecessary euthanasia. 
Since its beginning, the JLN 
Fund has helped save the 
lives of almost 500 compan-
ion animals.

Although FMC does not 
offer veterinary services on 
weekends, it is opening its 
lobby on Saturday, May 4th 
for the  sales event. 

For more information, 
please contact Cindy Ferrin, 
(925) 323-8517 or cferrin@
pacbell.net, or visit the Val-
ley Humane Society web-
site, www.valleyhumane.
org.

Parking for the 
Wine Country 

Festival

Interested Writers Invited to Hear Guest Speaker

Pleasanton North Rotary 
Hosting Membership Mixer

Just Like New Fund Benefits

Studio Seven 
Presents 

Jewelry Artist
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By Susan Morris
In the air, somewhere be-

tween Boston and Livermore, 
I am on an airplane headed 
home with my husband, 
Randy, sound asleep next 
to me. He ran 26.2 miles 
yesterday in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts along with over 
27,000 others. He has run 
several marathons. How-
ever, Boston is a pinnacle 
and we turned the trip into 
a holiday week of sight see-
ing, museums, and history 
walks. There were runners 
everywhere. Conversations 
in the subways, restaurants, 
lines at museum all sounded 
the same. "So, is this your 
first Boston?" and "Where 
did you qualify?" There was 
a sense of excitement and 
solidarity. Something great 
was about to happen and we 
were all part of it. This story 
played out just the way it 
was designed to right up to 
the finish line; months and 
years of training, travel, the 
nervous wait at the start, the 
perfect weather, the support-
ive crowds. Then the bombs 
went off.

I was a block and a half 
up the street from the finish 
line scanning an impossibly 
thick crowd of exhausted but 
jubilant runners wrapped in 
mylar blankets. I was looking 
for Randy; I had just received 
the automated text that he had 
finished when the noise hap-
pened. Spectators around me 
stopped telling stories of their 
journeys and loved ones and 
jaws dropped. I texted our 
daughter, Grace, that there 
had been an explosion and 
got busy. Speculation began 
and I heard people wondering 
if this was a car backfire or a 
sewer gas explosion. I knew 
it wasn't. I had two missions. 
First, find Randy, and simul-
taneously gently get people 
to grasp reality and move 
out of the area. It is hard to 
tell some people that there 
may be a bomb in the trash 
can they are leaning against 
without causing panic. And 
we were packed in tight; 3 
or 4 people deep. Most of the 
those present are more in a 
state of disbelief than shock. 
I suggested to dozens of 

people, as I moved through 
the crowd, that they might 
want to climb over the bar-
rier and step into the middle 
of the street away from glass 
windows and trash cans, 
or perhaps go to the family 
meeting area. The scary thing 
is you don't know if there is 
another bomb or where it 
might be. But it seemed like 
getting the crowd thinned 
out would be good and a few 
blocks away was probably 
the right thing to do.

As I moved through the 
crowd looking for Randy 
and directing people who 
were disoriented, I started 
planning. Fortunately find-
ing him wasn't too hard. We 
were together perhaps a half 
hour after the explosions. 
Even though he had just run a 
very hard race he could walk 
just fine. I had our daughter, 
Grace, texting bits of news 
from her workplace in New 
Orleans. She was the first one 
who told us the trains might 
be dangerous. Rumors were 
flying about another bomb in 
a train station. We knew the 
nearest station was closed 
and weren't sure whether we 
would get on it anyway. So 
we walked. . . . Away from 
the end of the marathon and 
into Boston Common filled 
with sunshine and tourist 
wondering idly why all the 
sirens. We found a place 
where Randy could use the 
bathroom, get something to 
eat and warm up a bit. 

As we left we wondered 
how hard it would be to find 
a taxi in a city with over 
half a million people and 
no trains. Luck and human 
friendliness came to our aid. 
Another couple trying to get 
out shared their cab with us. 
We were out of the mess and 
back to our rooms in no time. 
We are feeling very lucky. 
There are the inevitable what 
if's: what if Randy hadn't had 
that last burst of energy and 
hadn't finished 3 minutes 
ahead of the explosions? 
What if I had stayed at the 
finish line to cheer instead 
of moving toward the bag 
pick-up area? We were both 
very lucky to have been so 
close but not in the explo-

sion. For today it is enough 
that we are safe and headed 
home. It is enough that we 
are strong and surrounded 
by the overwhelming support 
of friends and family. I have 
some lessons learned from 
the moments after the crisis. 
There are some things that 
surprised me; little things 
that might make a big dif-
ference.

Rules go to heck. If the 
right thing to do is hop the 
fence, do it. 

If you can, carry your 
small children out of a 
crowd. They have a very 
scary viewpoint down there 
in the crowd. It would be so 
easy for them to get lost if 
separated.

Emotion affects percep-
tion. Don't be too certain of 
anything. Your sense of time 
might be altered.

People go about their 
lives. A very short distance 
away may feel like a different 
universe.

Have a meeting plan any 
time you will be apart; even 
in the grocery store. If noth-
ing else it's good practice to 
be always prepared.

Try not to be part of the 
problem. Unless you are 
able to assist at the front, 
get away.

Know where you are so 
you can move around with-
out getting lost. Carry a 
snack. Put on your own oxy-
gen mask first.

Help in small, practical 
ways. Lend your phone, offer 
granola bars, give directions 
or rides, help people find 
food, clothing, shelter. Each 
of us has something to offer.

Reality takes a while to 
sink in. Talk to people gently 
and be aware they have a dif-
ferent story.

Help people to figure out 
what they need. They may be 
confused.

Help people to find their 
families and move away 
from the scene. Reassure 
people they will be okay. 
Reassurance may even make 
it more likely that they will 
be okay.

Know the news, pass on 
the news, find out about your 
people but then turn it off. It 

doesn't help anyone to get 
stuck in the same videos over 
and over.

As we've met other run-
ners at restaurants, trains, or 
at the airport, I've been struck 
by how much the runners and 
their families have needed 
to talk. They seem to need 
to place their experiences in 
the greater story. I hear, "I 
had just gotten through the 
finish line." Or, "I was back 
at the hotel and they told us 
to shelter in place." I've felt 
the same way. I have been 
cheered to find that these 
stories always come back 
around to, "So how did your 
run go?" We still need that 
finish line moment. No mat-
ter what the crisis is, people's 
lives were in progress when 
it happened. The Boston 
runners have a right to their 
moment of glory, to tell their 
stories, even if there is a de-
lay. Life and living need to 
prevail. It feels important to 
me to remember that this was 
one small bad guy in a great 
big good world. Really bad 
things happen, but if we can 
collectively remember to stay 
on our toes be practical, be 
humane, be alert, be a helper, 
be optimistic about the state 
and fate of the human race, 
we will be part of securing a 
better world. The good guys 
will win. Hold your loved 
ones close, but do so in a 
spirit of joy, not fear. If your 
neighbor needs help, offer it 
so that he too can enjoy this 
moment. Enjoy each other 
and be a part of building a 
world platform of love.

Those half a million peo-
ple did not come together 
in Boston on Monday to be 
killed or injured, to respond 
to a crisis, or to grieve. They 
came together to struggle 
with their own limits, to 
achieve goals they set for 
themselves, to raise up and 
celebrate their loved ones 
and the human spirit. We 
must not forget the reason we 
were there as we deal neces-
sarily with the tragedy. We 
must remember to celebrate 
life in all its toughness and 
glory. Don't stop running. As 
Theodore Geisel said, "Run 
for fun in the hot, hot sun."

Lessons from the Boston Marathon Wheelchair Fund Drive 
Teaches Lessons

By Ron McNicoll
Raising $10,500 for the Wheelchair Foundation changed 

a few things for students and teachers in the Pleasanton 
Unified School District.

They learned about how to integrate a community service 
project into the curriculum, what it's like to use a wheelchair, 
and how they can help at least a few of the estimated 100 
million people in the world who need a wheelchair, but 
can't afford one.

Wheelchair Foundation volunteer Don Rauth of Danville 
helped the district organize the campaign. He spoke at as-
semblies and leadership classes concerning the charity.  

Rauth loaned ten wheelchairs to the district on a rotat-
ing basis to promote wheelchair awareness. Teachers held 
wheelchair races, and dodged through obstacle courses. 
There were wheelchair basketball games. One middle school 
teacher conducted class all day from a wheelchair.

Students undertook a variety of activities to raise money. 
One performed extra chores at home and brought in $3. A 
hot chocolate stand raised $55. Parents sent in checks for 
$150, which is the price of one wheelchair. 

Rauth, who spoke to the school board April 9, said that 
the Pleasanton donation will "change the lives of 70 people 
overnight. This is a charity that touches people's lives im-
mediately. The results are something you can touch, feel, 
and see."

Rauth told a story about how a young woman in rural 
Nicaragua benefitted from the gift of a wheelchair. In high 
school, she used a handcart -- an upside-down bucket with 
wheels on it -- to go to school. She graduated with honors.

The young woman wanted to go to the University of 
Managua. She had been on a government wheel-chair wait-
ing list for eight years by 2008, when the foundation gave 
her a wheelchair. 

The woman achieved the mobility that she needed, ob-
tained a degree in psychology, moved back to the rural area, 
and is helping families that have children with disabilities, 
said Rauth.

When the Pleasanton teachers and the gift wheelchairs 
arrive in Guatemala in June, they will be accompanied by 
T-shirts from the donor schools. The writing on the shirt, in 
Spanish, will say, "Our students will make a better world." 
It is the Pleasanton district's mission statement.

Superintendent Parvin Ahmadi said that when Rauth ap-
proached her last year about creating the fund-raising drive, 
she looked on it as a "great opportunity for service learning. 
I had no idea it would turn out so wonderful." Talks are 
underway to take on the project again next year.

Join the Walk for World Peace
The community is invited to “Walk as One” to observe 

the 5th annual World Labyrinth Day by walking an indoor 
labyrinth at 1 pm Saturday, May 4, in the Parish Hall of 
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, 678 Enos Way, 
Livermore.

The event is part of the worldwide effort to walk for 
world peace and create a wave of peaceful energy moving 
around the planet.

People of all ages and all faiths (or no faith) are welcome. 
Participants should arrive by 12:45 pm for a brief introduc-
tory session before the 1 pm starting time. The labyrinth 
also will be open from 2-4 pm for those wishing to walk 
at a later time.

For more information on World Labyrinth Day, go to 
http://labyrinthsociety.org/world-labyrinth-day
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to edit-
mail@compuserve.com. Include name of 
organization, meeting date, time, place and 
theme or subject. Phone number and contact 
person should also be included. Deadline is 
5 p.m. Friday.)

“Making a Killing: The Untold Story of 
Psychotropic Drugging,” will be shown at 7 
p.m. on Sat., May 4 at the IBEW Hall; 6250 
Village Parkway, Dublin. Through interviews 
with numerous health experts, pharmacy 
insiders, military personnel, and others, this 
film uncovers a dangerous trend in psychiat-
ric care that is questionable scientifically and 
ethically.  This event is open to the public, 
wheelchair accessible, non-partisan, unaf-
filiated with any group, and is free (although, 
a donation of $3.00 helps fund this event).  
Meet & greet potluck begins at 6:30 PM, 
while a short discussion follows the film.  For 
more information, call 925-462-3459.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, May 9, 7 p.m. 
at Alisal School's multipurpose room, 1454 
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton.  Elizabeth Ruiz, 
owner of a local landscaping firm, Go With 
Nature, will speak about pruning citrus for 
fruit production. Visitors are welcome. For 
more information call Bev at 925 485 7812 
or visit www.lavgc.org.

Farm & Ranch Succession Workshop: 
Preserving Agricultural Lands for the Next 
Generation, Friday May 17, 2013. Topics to 
be addressed in this workshop include: Es-
tate & tax planning, financial management, 
business transfers, family communication. 
8:45 am registration; 9 am - 4 pm workshop. 
Robert Livermore Community Center, Palo 
Verde Room, 4444 East Avenue, Livermore. 
$40 per person for the first two family 
members,   $10 each additional member. 
Cost includes lunch, materials and one 
succession planning guidebook per family. 
Presented by Alameda County Conservation 
Partnership, California Rangeland Trust, Tri-
Valley Conservancy and California FarmLink. 
Workshop attendees will have a chance 
to sign up for limited, low-cost follow-up 
sessions with an estate planning attorney 
or financial planner. RSVP by May 7, 2013 
to susan.ellsworth@acrcd.org or by calling 
925-371-0154 ext. 103. 

Ohlone Audubon will meet on May 7, 
2013 at 7:30 pm at the Carlton Plaza of 
Fremont, 3800 Walnut Ave. .John (Jack) Muir 
Laws will present a program on Thinking Like 
a Naturalist: Reclaiming the Art of Natural 
History.  John will demonstrate simple and 
fun techniques you can incorporate your own 
recreational nature study. A perfect experi-
ence for any one interested in taking their 
birding and nature study to the next level. No 
admission charge and refreshment served, 
For more information call 925-447-8843 or 
go to web site www.ohloneaudubon.org.

The Wine Girls and Friends hosting 
Paint the Patio Purple, on May 24th at 
5:30 at The Steven Kent Winery, 2443 Tesla 
Rd., Livermore. This is a dinner event and 
raffle of Livermore Wine Country baskets 
and much more. Pre-sale tickets are $20, 
which includes dinner and a glass of wine. 
Additional wine, soda and water will be 
available for purchase. Guests will  rock 
out to music by the QuickFixx Band. Benefit 
for the American Cancer Society and Relay 
for Life. Tickets are limited to the first 100 
guests. Please contact Susie Gazzuolo at 
sgazzuolo@yahoo.com  or contact Cindy 
T at cindy@stevenkent.com in the Steven 
Kent Winery tasting room.

Animal Lover’s Boutique,  3160 Santa 
Rita Road in Pleasanton, Spring Fling for 
the Animals event on Saturday, May 4th. 
Proceeds from the 10 am to 4 pm special 
boutique event will benefit Jackie Barnett’s 
Just Like New (JLN) Fund, a Valley Humane 

Society program that aids sick and injured 
pets. Spring Fling will showcase newly-
arrived items for Spring and Mother’s Day. 
For more information, please contact Cindy 
Ferrin, (925) 323-8517 or cferrin@pacbell.
net, or visit the Valley Humane Society 
website, www.valleyhumane.org.

Alameda County Master Gardeners 
are on hand on the 2nd Saturday of every 
month to give advice and guided tours of the 
Earth-Friendly Demonstration Garden. Talks 
start at 10:00. Topics are: May 11, selecting 
ornamental grasses; June 8, attracting 
honeybees in the garden; July 13, creating 
a border to attract beneficial insects; Aug. 
10, getting a garden through the summer 
heat; Sept. 14, autumn blooming perennials/
planting for fall color, inviting birds for 
autumn - see production trees they love; Oct. 
12, best drought resistant secret - bulbs; 
and Nov. 9, composting ABCs. Talks begin at 
10 a.m.; topics may be subject to change.  
The Demonstration Garden is located at the 
Martinelli Event Center, 3575 Greenville Road 
in Livermore. Information, 930-1130. 

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society, meets 7:30 p.m. on  Tuesday, May 
21, 7:30 pm at Congregation Beth Emek, 
3400 Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Debbie 
Mascot and Jane Southwick will discuss 
how to preserve family research to share 
with family and friends.  Each has written a 
book although they had a different focus and 
used different methods.  At this meeting they 
will share how their books came to be and 
how you, too, can do the same.  Visitors are 
always welcome.  For additional information 
contact program@L -AGS.org.

Tri-Valley Republican Women Feder-
ated, will host Mimi Steel, property rights 
activist at its meeting on Thurs., May 9, 6:30 
p.m. at Cattlemen's Restaurant, 2882 Kitty 
Hawk Rd., Livermore. Mimi started Bay Area 
Citizens for Sustainable Liberty.  She has 
been researching loss of private property 
rights plans since 2010.  Mimi holds an MBA 
in Marketing, MS in Math Education, and 
a BA in Math and Psychology.  She served 
in the United States Air Force for eight 
years as a Captain in Telecommunications. 
Reservations required by May 1st.  Contact 
Phyllis Couper, coupclan1962@pacbell.
net or 925-462-4931. Dinners are $26 for 
members, $30 for guests. 

ClutterLess, meets 7 p.m. Mon., May 13 
at the St. Mary & St. John Coptic Orthodox 
Church, 4300 Mirador, Pleasanton.   Sandy 
and Jim Trout will discuss how they assist 
in "Setting Up Your Plan of Action" and 
"Organizing Your Project" at this special open 
meeting. Meetings are free. An optional do-
nation of $2 to $5 will be appreciated. If you 
were not there May 6 please RSVP: Volunteer 
925-525-3992, or ClutterlessPleasanton@
hotmail.com. 

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., May 4, 40 miles Menlo Park 
around Crystal Springs, meet 9:30 a.m. at 
Burgess Park, Julie Hampton, 510-685-7103. 
Sun., May 5, 45+ miles, Petaluma-western 
Sonoma County, meet 10 a.m. Alberto Lan-
zas, 510-825-9581. Wed., May 8, 36 miles 
from San Ramon to Walnut Creek, meet 9:30 
a.m. at Central, Park, Gail Blanco, 872-1001. 
Anyone planning to go on a ride is asked to 
contact the leader for details on where to 
meet and what to bring.

GNON (Girls Night Out Networking)  
and Kali Kouture special evening that 
includes a change to mingle and shop at 
Kali Kouture, 1883 Second St., Livermore. 
5 to 8 p.m. Thurs., May 16. Raffle prizes.  
Event sponsored by Kali Kouture.  Catering 
by Aurora Catering. Visit www.gnontrivalley.
com. RSVP: To gnoners@gmail.com  by May 
14. $10/pp for GNON members, $15/pp for 
non-members

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., New "Mexican Train" group event, May 
9, 1 p.m., Pleasanton, RSVP by May 3 to 

Ruby, 462-9636. Happy hour in Pleasanton, 
May 16, 5 p.m. RSVP by May 14 to Marge, 
828-5124. Friendly bridge, Hayward, May 18, 
1 p.m. RSVP by May 11 to Elma, 510-582-
1308. Brunch in Livermore, May 19, 11 a.m. 
RSVP by May 16 to Janet, 443-3317. Trip to 
Asian Museum in San Francisco, May 23, 
RSVP by May 20 to Ruby, 462-9636. Lunch 
in San Ramon, May 26, noon, RSVP by May 
27 to David, 833-7647. 

Pleasantonians for Peace, candlelight 
vigil 7 p.m. Wed., May 8  in front of the Mu-
seum on Main, 603 Main Street, downtown 
Pleasanton. Participants will reflect on the 
human and monetary costs of the war, honor 
veterans who have sacrificed, and visualize 
ways of moving beyond this conflict to a 
more peaceful world. Peaceful War Protest 
on the fourth Wednesday of the month, May 
22, between 5 - 6 at the corners of First and 
Neal Streets. Call Cathe Norman at (925) 
462-7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@
gmail.com; or kdowding@pacbell.net. www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Primavera Dinner Dance, hosted by 
Italian Catholic Federation Br #285. Sat., 
May 4 at St. Michael's Hall, 372 Maple St., 
Livermore. .Dinner will be catered by Terra 
Mia Italian Restaurant and includes appetiz-
ers, dessert & coffee. No host cocktails begin 
at 6 p.m. with dinner to follow. Variety of 
beverages available. Dance to the live music 
of "The Mellotones." Raffle. Tickets $35 per 
person. Reservations are required, please 
call by May 2. Gail Rocca 925-373-4821 or 
Rose Stack 925-846-4227.

Diabetes Self-Management Classes, 
free 7 week series will teach participants 
how to manage diabetes with exercise, 
healthy eating and medications, and answer 
questions about living with diabetes. Fridays 
May 3 through June 7, Dublin Senior Center, 
and Thursdays July 11 though August 22, 
Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. Class is open to 
adults of all ages (not just Seniors) with pre 
diabetes or type 2 diabetes. Please call the 
Alameda County Diabetes Program at 510-
383-5185 to register. For LARPD register 
online www.larpd.dst.ca.us/ Space is limited.

Quilt Show, The Delta Quilters, May 18 
and 19 at the Brentwood Community Center, 
Information www.deltaquilters.org.

Parent Trigger Law to be discussed on 
May 7th, at Castro Valley Public Library, 6 
p.m. Presented by Gloria Romero, former 
California Senate Majority Leader who will 
discuss this law that has been adopted in 
seven states and is currently under consid-
eration in the Texas legislature.  Parents, stu-
dents, teachers, and communities can make 
public education work again in California. 
Learn How.  RSVP to info@edrightsgroup.
org.  Visit  www.edrightsgroup.org.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities and supports them to 
live independently and participate in their 
community for as long as they are willing 
and able to do so. CRIL maintains offices 
in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore to 
provide information and referrals and provide 
community education at senior centers and 
affordable housing complexes to residents 
of Southern Alameda County. The Tri-Valley 
office is located at 3311 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore 94550 and can be reached by 
phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at (925) 
373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

Bringing Back the Natives Garden 
Tour, Registration for the Sunday, May 5, 
2013 tour is now open. A variety of bird- and 
butterfly-friendly, pesticide-free, water 
conserving, low maintenance gardens that 
contain 60% or more native plants will be 
open on Sunday, May 5, 2013, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at various locations throughout 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties. More 
than 40 garden talks will be scheduled 

throughout the day. Native plants will be 
sold at numerous locations over the course 
of the weekend of May 4 and 5 during the 
Tour’s Native Plant Sale Extravaganza. www.
bringingbackthenatives.net 

Free Healing Touch Sessions for Tri-
Valley Veterans May 11 and June 8. Available 
time slots: 9:00 a.m., 10:15 a.m., or 11:30 
a.m. Free Healing Touch sessions for active, 
inactive, combat or retired Veterans from 
any military branch. Healing Touch Program 
is endorsed by the American Holistic Nurses 
Association. Advance reservation required 
as space is limited. Sessions held at Las 
Positas College, Veterans First Center, Build-
ing 1000, Livermore. Student status is not 
required. For more information or to schedule 
a session, please visit www.quantumheal-
inghth.com or call 925-352-8917.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 10 a.m. in the second 
floor conference room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 900 
E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are welcome. 
Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 443-6655 or 
Lee Parlett 292-9280.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Tri-Valley Parent Resource and 
Support Group is a twice-a-month parent 
support group for parents with children to 
age 18 diagnosed with or suspected of hav-
ing bipolar or other mood disorders. It meets 
First and third Tuesdays of each month 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m at Pathways To 
Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge Dr., Suite #114, 
Pleasanton. The group is drop-in, no reg-
istration required and is free. Suzi Glorioso 
by phone: (925) 443-1797 or by e-mail: 
glorios4@comcast.net

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All 
Military" is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
support of deployed troops. Preparation 
of comfort packages takes place every 
other week - all year long. Providing morale 
support for those deployed. All information 
provided is confidential and is not shared 
for security purposes. To submit a name 
and address, inquire about donations or 
helping, please visit www.operationsam.org, 
email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events. 

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 

Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. Contemplative 
Service in the Chapel, 10:30 Traditional 
Service in the Sanctuary and children’s 
program. For more information www.fpcl.us 
or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 
10 a.m. with Sunday school for all ages 
at 9 a.m. Children's classes during adult 
worship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747 or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organiza-
tions (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith 
Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or 
EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 
N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For information, call 
(925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 Arroyo 

Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship service at 
10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
worship (semiformal); 9:45 a.m. adult Bible 
study/Sunday school; 11 a.m. worship (infor-
mal). For information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sunday 
worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, Sunday Ser-
vices 10:30 a.m. 545 No. L Street Livermore. 
(925) 447-4357 - www.calvarylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services on 
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school 
at 9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 
p.m. followed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 
449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program 
on Sunday morning and first Fridays. The 
community is welcome. United CC is an Open 
and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for 
more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 
a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for 
all ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children’s Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible 
study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory 
prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call 
office at 846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. Sun-
day worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Sunday school or Bible study for all ages 
at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday nights there is adult Bible study 
at 6:45 and NRG and Re.Gen for youth, and 
children's choir for kids. Child care during all 
events. 447-1848, www.trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire La 
Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 5860 
Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday Liturgy 
at 10 a.m. For details please see www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Children’s 
Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 a.m. All 
are most welcome to come and worship with 
us and to enjoy our hospitality. For more 
information cal 925-462-4802.

 St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, 
678 Enos Way, Livermore. Sunday services 
with Rev. Joyce Parry Moore, Rector: 8:00 am 
Contemplative Eucharist with Taize music; 
10:20 am Godly Play for children; 10:30 am 
Sung Eucharist with choir (child care avail-
able). Youth Group meets Sundays from 4 to 
5:30 pm in the Parish Hall for “Rite 13” and 
Journey to Adulthood” programs. www.saint-
bartslivermore.com for more information.

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 East 
Avenue, Livermore, worship service 10:30 
to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are welcome. 
925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are 
welcomed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 486 
S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. worship 
service. Bible Study/Sunday School 10:20. 
Bible Basics Class, which explores the main 
teachings of the Bible, meets at 7:00 Sunday 
night. Call 371-6200 or email pmjrmueller@
gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 East 
Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.trival-
leychurch.org. Update on classes for The 
Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship Service 10:15 
to 11:30 a.m.

Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat, an 
informal gathering to discuss ideas. Café 
Rumi, 4799 Heyer Ave., Castro Valley. The 
topic is “Who bears the responsibility of mor-
al education in our society?” Philosophers’ 
Café/Culture Chat is an activity of the Tri-
Valley Cultural Jews, a Secular Humanistic 
Jewish community, but is open to the entire 
community. (Non-members are asked to 
donate $5 per session.) Further sessions are 
scheduled for May 5, and June 2 with topics 
to be announced. For information, please 
contact (925) 240-5612.

Unity of Tri-Valley Church, Sunday 
services are at 10:00 a.m.; all are welcome. 
Ongoing small groups, weekly activities, 
choir, classes, and Children's church. 9875 
Dublin Canyon Rd., Castro Valley (2 miles 
west of Stoneridge Mall). (925) 829-2733, 
www.trivalleyunity.com Rev. Karen Epps.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; in 
the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton. Sunday wor-
ship at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. with childcare 
and Sunday school at 10:30 a.m. (First Sun. 
of month 9 a.m. is traditional with organ, 
10:30 a.m. is informal with guitar.) Rev. 
Heather Leslie Hammer minister. All wel-
come. www.lynnewood.org, 925 846-0221.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Cornerstone 
Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. blended 
with choir and band. Childcare offered for 
infants through age 6 and children start in 
the worship service. 10:40 a.m. contempo-
rary worship led by a band. Sunday school 
for children and middle-schoolers. www.
centerpointechurch.org 925-846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 7106 
Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 11:00. 
Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 925-227-
1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, Meeting 
at Altamont Creek Elementary School, 6500 
Garraventa Ranch Road, Livermore. Services 
at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 2021 
College Ave., Livermore. Worship Services 9 
a.m. and 11:45 a.m. www.cedargrove.org or 
call 447-2351.     

Community HU Chant is the theme of a 
non-denominational prayer activity Saturday 
May 4th at 1:15 PM.   The Community 
HU Chant is held once a month each 1st 
Saturday at The Parkview, 100 Valley Avenue, 
Pleasanton.    For More Information contact 
http://eck-ca.org/  by computer.   
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The Rotary Club of Dub-
lin will honor three city 
employees – Detective Dan-
iel McNaughton, Division 
Chief Bonnie Terra, and 
Elizabeth Isles – with their 
annual Superstar Award on 
Tuesday, May 7, at a special 
Rotarian lunch event at the 
Dublin Ranch Golf Course 
in Dublin.

The Award recognizes 
Dublin city employees and 
school district officials for 
their embodiment of Rotar-
ian life, as well as other core 
values Rotarians hold with 
high regard. The Superstar 
Award criteria includes: 
leadership by example, eth-
ics first (the Rotary 4-way 
test), openness to new ideas, 
and dedication to excel-
lence.

City of Dublin Superstar 
Profiles Detective Daniel 
McNaughton has been a 
member of the Dublin Po-
lice Services since 2007. 
He became a detective in 
2011 where he is assigned to 
investigate sexual assaults, 
property crimes, and arsons.

On May 15, 2012, the 
Dublin Police Services In-
vestigations and Traffic 
Units were tasked with the 
investigation of a fatal traf-
fic accident where a bicyclist 
was struck by a vehicle and 
the suspect fled the scene. 
Detective McNaughton was 
the lead investigator in this 
case, and due to his expedi-
ent response and efforts to 
identify the person responsi-
ble for the bicyclist’s death, 
the suspect vehicle was 
located before any evidence 
could be destroyed, and the 
suspect was taken into cus-
tody. As the result of several 
search warrants, cell phone 
record searches, interviews, 
and accident reconstruction, 
his hard work ultimately led 
to the District Attorney’s 
Office charging the suspect 

Michaela Molina has 
earned her Girl Scout Gold 
Award.  The Gold Award is 
the highest and most pres-
tigious honor a Girl Scout 
can achieve.  

After researching and 
investigating several pos-
sible community projects, 
Michaela chose a project 
that was associated with her 
love of horses.

Reins in Motion Founda-
tion is a volunteer driven 
organization that offers 
horseback riding and equine 
education as one technique 
to enrich the lives of indi-
viduals with special needs 
and life threatening illness-
es.  During Michaela’s first 
meeting with the founda-
tion, Peggy James, a PATH 
certified instructor, listed 
several teaching tools that 
would be beneficial to the 
students.

Michaela decided to take 
on a project that would help 
teach students the anatomy 
of a horse.  She designed, 
built and painted a life-
like wooden horse. Using 
a donation from Richard’s 
Arts and Crafts in Liver-
more, she created over 40 
re-attachable wooden labels 
each with an anatomical 
part of the horse painted 
on them.  Then she added 
carpet to the other side of 
the horse so that the students 
could practice grooming 
skills and finally, attached a 
realistic mane and tail.  To 
round out the project, she 

included an activity binder 
containing both beginner 
and advanced level activities 
that the students could take 
home with them.

“I wanted my project 
to benefit the students at 
Reins in Motion well into 
the future, so I made the 
model and accessories as 
durable as possible. Since 
the abilities of the students 

vary, I included basic as 
well as advanced labels for 
the horse and the take home 
activities.” said Michaela.  
Her project also comes with 
a handy repair kit.

“We have named the 
horse Tag-A-Long,” stated 
Peggy James. “We’ve used 
her many times and have 
even taken her to Camp Ar-
royo. The kids there love her 
as well.”

 
 

with felony hit & run and 
misdemeanor manslaughter.

Detective McNaughton 
lives in Dublin, is married, 
and has three children.

Division Chief Bonnie S. 
Terra is a Bay Area native 
and a 17-year veteran of the 
Fire Service. Terra began 
her career in the Fire Service 
with Santa Clara County in 
1995, moved to the City of 
San Mateo in 1998, and has 
been a member of the Al-
ameda County Fire Depart-
ment (ACFD) since 2001. 
Terra has promoted through 
the ranks within the Fire 
Prevention Division having 
served as Fire Inspector, 
Deputy Fire Marshal, Fire 
Marshal and now Division 
Chief. Chief Terra has also 
been recognized by the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office as a 
Fire Prevention Officer I, II, 
III, Public Education Officer 
I, and a Fire Investigator 1.

Chief Terra is married 
to her husband Steve, who 
works for the Santa Clara 
County Fire Department. 
She has volunteered as an 
American Red Cross CPR 
instructor and supports a 
variety of local senior and 
children’s charities.

El izabe th  I s les  has 
worked with the City of 
Dublin as the Director of 
Heritage Park and Museums 
since 2001. In addition to 
managing the day-to-day 
operations of the facility 
and leading the vision of the 
Museum programs, her most 
impressive work has been 
her ability to develop col-
laborative partnerships with 
the community to provide 
programs at the Museum.

Early in her tenure, Isles 
worked closely with the 
Dublin Historic Preserva-
tion Association (DHPA) 
to transfer ownership of 
the Murray Schoolhouse, 
St. Raymond Church, and 

Pioneer Cemetery to the 
City. As the Museum has ex-
panded since that transition, 
Isles has worked to train 
and mentor volunteers in 
meaningful assignments to 
support proper stewardship 
of the facility. The volun-
teers support the Museum at 
special events, by providing 
tours and assisting with col-
lections management. Isles 
has also mentored college 
interns in the areas of col-
lections management and 
exhibition development and 
design.

Isles is also effective in 
with working with commu-
nity organizations. In addi-
tion to her work with DHPA, 
her ongoing relationship 
with Eagle Scouts has re-
sulted in a number of build-
ing and facility enhancement 
projects. Isles also worked 
with the DHPA and Camp 
Parks for acquisition of the 
Camp Parks collection.

She has authored several 
publications and catalogs to 
document the history pre-
sented in the various exhib-
its that have been on display 
at the Museum. She created 
an archive room in the Kolb 
House where the many arti-
facts acquired prior to the 
expansion of the Museum 
are being archived and in-
ventoried, a significant task 
dedicated to preserving local 
history. Isles has also devel-
oped the tour curriculum for 
all third grade students in 
Dublin, and is now work-
ing on a program for fourth 
grade students.

Isles is a highly talented 
museum professional and a 
valuable asset to the Dublin 
community. She participates 
in professional develop-
ment to ensure the Museum 
remains relevant and inno-
vative within the museum 
industry. She attends and 
has made presentations at 

the California Association 
of Museums Conference. 
She also regularly attends 
programs offered by the 
American Association for 
State and Local History.

The City of Dublin is 

pleased that the Rotary Club 
of Dublin has chosen to rec-
ognize public servants who 
dedicate themselves to  mak-
ing our community a better 
place to live everyday,” said 
City Manager Joni Pattillo. 

“I look forward to the op-
portunity of presenting these 
fantastic employees and 
community members with 
this award.”

The lunch event is from 
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Rotary Club of Dublin to Honor City Employees

Gold Award Project Helps Reins in Motion 
Foundation with Equine Education 

Michaela Molina presents 'Tag-a-Long' to Reins in 
Motion.


