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Five candidates will be com-
peting for four seats on the Zone 
7 Water Agency board in the June 
8 election.

Incumbents John Greci, Sarah 
Palmer and Bill Stevens are run-
ning for reelection. Challengers 
are A.J. Machaevich and Vic Ma-
cias. Incumbent Steve Kalthoff 
chose not to run again.

The candidates were asked 
about the idea of creating one 
large municipal utility district 
that handles water, flood control, 
and waste disposal; proposals for 
cutting costs; whether the con-
sultant brought in to change the 
culture is effective; and plans for 
the Delta and chain of lakes.

Interviews of the candidates 

on issues impacting Zone 7 are 
in alphabetical order.

JOHN GRECI
Greci is a 16-year board vet-

eran. He is retired from the 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, where he helped 
direct Superfund clean-up efforts 
and served in other capacities. He 

is a Livermore resident.
Greci has a degree in biology. 

He wants to continue to serve on 
the board because he believes 
that he has gained an understand-
ing into how the district works. 
That is important in moving 
forward. 

He didn’t have much to say 
about combining the various 

utility districts into one as a cost 
saving measure, as proposed 
recently by Pleasanton. He com-
mented, “I don’t see any advan-
tage. Pleasanton failed to pass on 
rates for many years.” He said 
that is something Pleasanton has 
to deal with. He didn’t think one 
district could handle both water 

(See ZONE 7, page 9)

Pleasanton residents will de-
cide on June 8 whether the Oak 
Grove development should be 
approved.

A “no” vote on Measure D 
would stop the development; a 
“yes” vote would allow it to move 
forward.

Oak Grove was approved by 
a 4 to 1 vote of the city council. 
A referendum qualified for. It 
was placed on the upcoming 
ballot following several years of 
litigation of the legality of the 
referendum. A Court of Appeal 
determined that the referendum 
was legal and sent it back to the 
city council to either rescind the 
development or place it on a 

ballot for voters to decide. The 
decision was to place it on the 
June 8 ballot.

The Independent interviewed 
proponents and opponents of 
Measure D. Issues include loca-
tion and size of homes, school 
fees, the approval process, as well 
as grading and tree removal.

NO ON D
Kay Ayala and Karla Brown 

spoke for the opponents of Mea-
sure D. Councilmember Matt 
Sullivan was also questioned.

Ayala and Brown called Oak 
Grove an environmental disaster 
because it would locate buildings 
and access roads “mainly on 

the ridges.” Large quantities of 
dirt would be moved to prepare 
housing sites, cutting off the tops 
of ridges and dumping the dirt 
into valleys. Large houses, up to 
12,500 square feet, would be vis-
ible from elsewhere in the city.

They also charge that state-
ments made regarding the ameni-
ties the development would bring 
are misleading. In addition, the 
process leading up to the council 
approval was flawed.  

Brown is president of the 
nearby Kottinger Ranch hom-
eowners association. She referred 
to the plan as, “A massacre of the 
hills.  Some lots are almost all fill. 

(See MEASURE D, page 3)

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack recently appointed 
California beef producer Darrel 
Sweet to a three-year term on the 
Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion & 
Research Board, which oversees 
administration of the national 
Beef Checkoff Program.

Sweet participated in new-
member orientation in Denver 
earlier this month and will be 
seated for his first meeting of 
the full Beef Board at the Cattle 
Industry Summer Conference 
in Denver on July 31. He is one 
of 106 producers and import-
ers nationwide representing all 
cattlemen by making recom-
mendations about how to invest 
national beef checkoff dollars.

Darrel runs a cow/calf, stocker 
operation and is a fifth-generation 
rancher on the homeland settled 
by his great-great grandparents 
in 1868. He and his wife, Karen, 
have two children, Melanie and 
Eric, and two grandchildren. He 
has served on the boards of the 
California Cattlemen’s Associa-
tion, California Beef Council and 
California Rangeland Trust.

The mission of the Cattle-
men’s Beef Board is to build 
demand for beef through promo-
tion, research and information 
programs of the national Beef 
Checkoff Program. During the 
recent orientation meeting in 
Denver, Sweet and other new 
Beef Board members learned 
about their volunteer checkoff 
role during the next three years 
– including their work on check-
off committees to prioritize 
strategies aimed at leveraging 
beef producers’ checkoff dollars 
on the research, educational and 
promotional efforts that they 
believe offer the biggest return 
on producers’ investment and to 
make annual recommendations 
for checkoff funding of specific 
programs.

For more information about 
the Cattlemen’s Beef Board and 
the Beef Checkoff Program, go to 
www.MyBeefCheckoff.com.

Pleasanton residents can 
view  the Draft Youth Master 
Plan on the City of Pleasanton 
website at www.ci.pleasanton.
ca.us. Comments about the 
document can be submitted 
to youthmasterplanupdate@ 
ci.pleasanton.ca.us until Friday, 
May 28.

The Draft Youth Master Plan 
was developed in three phases 
over the course of more than a 
year and included the participa-
tion of more than 300 community 
stakeholders such as parents, 
youth, school district represen-
tatives, private businesses, and 
youth service organizations.

“This was a comprehensive 
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(See YOUTH, page 2)

PET OF THE WEEK
Hola!  Say hello to Pablo, a tiny Chihuahua with a lot to say.  
Pablo is a lap dog who loves nothing more than to be with 
people, right in the center of the action.  In this photo he is 
wearing his favorite argyle sweater which helps keep him warm 
on chilly days, and makes him look very handsome too!  To 
meet Pablo, come to Valley Humane Society at 3670 Nevada 
Street in Pleasanton.  Call VHS first at 925-426-8656.  Visit the 
web site www.valleyhumane.org for more information.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Warm weather brought out large crowds during last weekend's Livermore Wine Country Festival 
in downtown Livermore. The kids area, with rides and other activities, was one of the attractions. 
Visitors also enjoyed wine tasting, entertainment and shopping.

Five Candidates Running on June Ballot for Four Zone 7 Board Seats

Two Sides Provide Arguments 
For and Against Measure D

By Ron McNicoll
Parvin Ahmadi, an assistant 

superintendent in the Fremont 
school district, is headed for 
confirmation as Pleasanton’s new 
school superintendent.

Ahmadi will succeed John 
Casey, who is retiring June 30. 
He has served the district for 
seven years. Ahmadi will take 
over July 1.

Although Ahmadi’s hiring 
won’t occur officially until the 
board’s next regular meeting May 
11, trustees told The Independent 
that they are unanimously enthu-
siastic about hiring Ahmadi as the 
perfect fit for the district.

Pleasanton experiences the di-
versity of many cultures. Ahmadi 
has dealt with the same sort of 
demographics in Fremont, which 
has 32,000 students, compared to 

Pleasanton Trustees Say 
New Superintendent is Good Fit

Pleasanton, Livermore 
Select Superintendents

Parvin Ahmadi

Pleasanton’s 14,800.
Ahmadi’s current job puts her 

in alignment with the Pleasan-
ton district’s emphasis on high 

(See PLEASANTON, page 4)

By Patricia Koning  
The Livermore Board of 

Education has selected Kelly 
Bowers as the new superinten-
dent for the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District,. 

Kelly Bowers Named New 
Livermore School Superintendent

Bowers, who has been with the 
District for 10 years, is currently 
the assistant superintendent of 
educational services. 

“I am thrilled beyond belief. 
This has been a longtime per-
sonal and professional goal of 
mine,” she said. “As a district, 
we are facing some significant 
challenges, but I am confident in 
the team I will be leading and will 
continue to champion the cause 
of Livermore students, staff, and 
the community to ensure that 
our schools and students remain 
viable and competitive.”

Following the retirement of 
former superintendent Brenda 
Miller in February, the Board 
hired The Cosca Group to con-
duct an executive search. Even 
though the Board ultimately 
chose an internal candidate, KELLY BOWERS

((See LIVERMORE, page 4)

LARPD Board Member Wants to 
Take a Look at Consolidation

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District (LARPD) 
board took no action on a pro-
posal by board member Scott 
Kamena to hire a consultant to 
look into the potential benefits 
of LARPD formally joining the 
city and East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD).

He first proposed hiring a 
consultant in June 2008 to ex-
amine the various options for 
consolidation. His most recent 
request to discuss the idea was 
made in a workshop setting last 
week.  He stated, “Not one other 
board member was even willing 
to talk about the idea.”

Kamena told the board that 
he had gathered information 
that seems to indicate that con-
solidating LARPD into the city 
and EBRPD would result in a 
signficiant net financial boon to 
local residents. He pointed out 
that 48 percent of the district’s 

(See LARPD, page 4)

According to a judge’s ruling, 
the state can take tax increment 
funds generated within  redevel-
opment districts, including from 
the City of Livermore.

A ruling by Superior Court 
Judge Lloyd G. Connell in Sac-
ramento on Tuesday upheld the 
legality of AB 26. AB 26 provides 
for a shift of funds during the 
2009-2010 and 2010-2011 fiscal 
years from each redevelopment 
agency (RDA) in the state. The 
money will go to schools, located 
partially or entirely within any 
project area of the RDA. 

Under the ruling, Livermore 

Court Says State Can Take Redevelopment Funds
stands to lose $1.5 million this 
fiscal year, and an additional 
$323,000 in the next fiscal year.

 The challenge to AB 26 was 
led by the California Redevelop-
ment Association CRDA). CRDA 
attorneys argued shifting that 
money was unconstitutional and 
would prevent redevelopment 
agencies from moving ahead on 
projects that create jobs at a time 
of high unemployment. They 
contend that AB 26 allocates tax 
increment revenues for purposes 
unrelated to redevelopment.  

The CRDA planned to file a 
stay on Wednesday to prevent im-

plementation of the decision. The 
ruling will then be appealed.

Livermore City Councilmem-
ber John Marchand said, “I was 
stunned when I heard the deci-
sion. This is seed money to en-
courage new investments in the 
downtown to generate jobs.”

He pointed out that Livermore 
does not have a school within the 
redevelopment area.

In his decision, Connelly 
wrote that the state could use the 
money to help support students 
located within redevelopment 
agency boundaries because it 
served a public purpose.

Justification for AB 26 in-
cludes a statement that the abil-
ity for a redevelopment area to 
attract and maintain a vibrant 
workforce is dependent upon 
adequate schools within the 
redevelopment project areas or 
throughout the community to 
provide and educate children of 
those in the workforce.

Another justification was that 
because of the reduced funds 
available to the state to assist 
schools that benefit and serve 
redevelopment areas, it is nec-
essary for the redevelopment 
agency to assist the programs and 

operations of these schools.
During budget negotiations 

last year, Governor Schwar-
zenegger and lawmakers agreed 
to use the money from redevelop-
ment funds for schools in those 
districts as a way to make up for 
declining general fund revenue.

Marchand commented it is not 
the RDA’s job to fund schools. It 
is the state’s job. He added that 
the RDA money is needed to cre-
ate the jobs to hire this educated 
workforce.

Assistant City Manager Troy 
Brown noted that like any agency 

(See RDA FUNDS, page 4)

The Pleasanton City Council 
voted unanimously in closed 
session last Tuesday to pursue 
settlement negotiations with 
Urban Habitat plaintiffs and 
the State Attorney General in 
response to a March 12 court 
order that invalidated the 29,000 
unit housing cap passed by voters 
in 1996. 

The city council authorized its 
legal counsel, the city manager, 
and a city council subcommittee 
comprised of Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman and Councilmember 

Cindy McGovern, to continue 
actively pursuing a settlement in 
the case, but to reserve the right 
to pursue other options in the 
event settlement negotiations 
were not successful.

Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Frank Roesch found 
the housing cap to be in violation 
of the state’s housing law.

City Manager Nelson Fialho 
stated, “The city council has 
designated the Urban Habitat suit 
a top priority.  We are hoping for 

Pleasanton to Negotiate 
With Urban Habitat Plaintiffs

(See LAWSUIT, page 4)
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community process and we feel it 
is vital to continue tapping com-
munity opinion as we approach 
a final document through the 
solicitation of comments about 
the Draft Youth Master Plan,” 
according to Jon Burchett, Chair 
of the Youth Master Plan Imple-
mentation Committee.

The City’s first Youth Master 
Plan was adopted in 2001 to as-
sess the needs and wants of youth 
ages 0-22 within the community. 
From the data gathered in that 
process, emerged plans for the 
BMX bike park that has since 
opened, and a youth-based web-
site, P-Town 411, as an informa-
tion conduit for local youth.

Fast forward nine years to 
another generation of Pleasan-
ton youth with different needs, 
prompting an update to the origi-
nal master plan. The information 
gathering effort concluded with 
an YMPIC-hosted community 
workshop, where 75 community 
members of all ages commented 
on the draft Youth Master Plan 
vision, values and goals and 
provide suggestions for possible 
strategies.

Information that emerged 
from the focus groups found that 
most residents consider Pleasan-
ton a safe, supportive and friendly 
community with a great location 
and climate, quality educational 
system, and many civic minded 
residents. Challenges included 

over-programmed youth, a lack 
of available places and spaces 
for youth to meet, and a need for 
better conduits to information 
about local youth activities and 
resources.

The completed Youth Mas-
ter Plan Update is expected to 
be reviewed by the Pleasanton 
City Council and the Pleasanton 
Unified School District Board 
of Trustees this summer. Upon 
completion, it is projected to be 
valid for 7 to 10 years.

For more information, please 
contact Maria Lara at (925) 931-
5002.

YOUTH
(continued from page one)
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One of the residents of Sandhurst, Sam McCloy, cleans up 
graffiti.

Residents in Sandhurst de-
velopment awoke last week to 
find racists statements painted on 
various structures in the neigh-
borhood.

Joseph Villarreal, who is a 
resident of the area impacted, 
said police think the vandalism 
occurred in the early morning.

He said there are ten to twelve 
houses on the affected street. 
Statements that were painted 
include, “white power,” and “go 
home n...”

 One garage had a swastika 
painted on it. The person who 
lives there flies the American 
flag. He is very patriotic, accord-
ing to Villarreal. 

He said there are some people 
of color living in the area. There 
are a lot of retired people.  “You  
don’t see issues like this in Liver-
more. This type of thing won’t 

be tolerated here,” declared 
Villarreal.

Racists Statements 
Painted in Neighborhood

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Horses are being shown in the halter competition during the 
Spring Stampede in Livermore last weekend.
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There is one that consists of 22 
feet of fill.”

Ayala said that once the tops 
of the ridges are removed, there 
is nothing that can be done to 
return the area to its previous 
condition.

Both Brown and Ayala said 
there is a better way to develop 
the area. The 51 houses could be 
built off of existing cul-de-sacs 
in the area.

One statement by proponents 
of Measure D that both Brown 
and Ayala say is misleading 
relates to school fees. Litera-
ture distributed by proponents 
of Measure D touts $2 million 
that would be paid to the school 
district. Ayala said those fees are 
for facilities only. It is a one time 
fee. It would not save programs 
or teachers.

Brown added that the fee 
would not be paid by the cur-
rent property owners, Jennifer 
and Frederic Lin, but by future 
owners of the homesites. She 
said those future owners can 
only be forced to pay the fee set 
by the state, $2.29 a square foot. 
The higher fee, $8.62 a square 
foot, is called a gift fee and is 
voluntary.

Fire is another concern. The 
homes would be surrounded by 
natural habitat. Brown said that 
students who hike in the area 
set off fireworks on the fourth 
of July and light campfires. The 
area is very dry. A spark could 
set it off. It is a disaster waiting 
to happen.

Ayala added that when people 
buy lots, they assume that if the 
city approved them it must be 
safe to live there. There is only 
one way in and out if an evacua-
tion were required. The response 
time is now set at 7 minutes. 
Previously, the response time 
was 5 minutes. Ayala continued, 
the firefighters have to travel over 
narrow, windy roads. In addition, 
the requirement for low water 
usage landscaping will add to the 
fire danger.

There are other environmen-
tal issues, both said. Before any 
development could proceed, 
there are permits that need to be 
acquired from the state fish and 
wildlife and the federal govern-
ment.

Brown said there are special 
species that have been identified 
on the site. As a result, the na-
tional Sierra Club has come out 
in opposition to the project, she 
pointed out.

Many trees would be re-
moved. Those identified in the 
staff report to be removed are 
located in the area only along the 
main road, according to Ayala. 
Additional trees would have to be 
removed to make way for build-
ings, or property owners could 
try to build around heritage trees, 
said Ayala. 

Both said there was a rush to 
have the development approved. 
Ayala points out that the planning 
commission never reviewed the 
plan. It rejected the environmen-
tal impact report. The planning 
commission asked for both an 
updated tree report and a story 
pole, which would demonstrate 
the visibility of houses, to look 
at the proposed development 
prior to making a decision. “They 
didn’t get anything they asked 
for,” said Ayala.

The project then went to the 
city council, where it was ap-
proved 4 to 1. Cindy McGovern 
was the only vote against it.

In commenting on the nego-
tiations leading up to the project 
that went to the council, Brown 
said that the developer talked to 
a hand selected group of people 
from the area. “They did the 
best they could. However, the 
negotiations focused on reducing 
the number of houses from 98 to 
51, not on grading or location of 
the homes.”

Continuing with another is-
sue, Brown said that there was 
talk about traffic mitigation.  It 
is estimated there will be ten car 
trips per day per house. That’s 
510 cars that will be using the 
access road that are not using it 
now. During construction, there 
will be trucks and earth moving 
equipment going in and out of 
the property.  

Another issue is the timing 
of the vote. The cost for a June 
ballot is $95,000 versus $10,000-
$15,000 in November. “They are 
wasting $80,000 of the taxpayers’ 
money,” declared Brown. 

Ayala said there appears to 
be an effort to discredit Coun-
cilmember Sullivan, because 
he changed his mind on the 

project.
Sullivan said that he had 

wanted to see if there could 
be a compromise between the 
developer and neighbors. The 
larger community didn’t agree 
with the compromise. Sullivan 
stated, “That told me, as a coun-
cilmember, that we didn’t do 
a good enough job in planning 
the area.”

Asked about the 496 acres 
of open space the project dedi-
cates, Ayala said she would get 
more than that. “I would do that 
through PARC (Preserve Area 
Ridgelands Committee). Our 
vision is to go through PARC to 
protect the area. I see the East 
Bay Regional Park District as 
a perfect entity to take on the 
construction of a trail system. 
We want the trails; we will get 
them.”

She added that she believes 
their efforts to acquire the prop-
erty will protect the southern 
urban growth boundary.

Sullivan agreed that there 
is more than one way to obtain 
open space. It has been possible 
on Pleasanton Ridge. “The price 
to obtain the open space in Oak 
Grove is too high for the larger 
community,” he stated.

Ayala said she is asked by 
people why they have to vote 
on Oak Grove since voters ap-
proved Measure PP that provides 
for protection of the ridgelands. 
She explains that Oak Grove was 
approved prior to the initiative’s 
approval. “If it came before the 
council today, it would be re-
jected,” she stated.

Brown added, “In 2010, we 
raise our children to conserve 
water and electricity, to keep the 
air clean and drive energy effi-
cient cars. We need to think about 
being environmentally sensitive 
about the ridges. It is our duty 
to pass on the environment in 
good or better condition than we 
received it.”

YES ON D
Dolores Bengston and Coun-

cilmember Cheryl Cook-Kallio 
spoke for the proponents of 
Measure D.

They too accuse the other side 
of providing false or misleading 
statements. 

It isn’t clear how one de-
termines what is a ridgeline or 
how steep a slope is, according 
to Cook-Kallio. The location of 
homes can be interpreted differ-
ently. She pointed out that the 
impartial analysis of Measure PP 
(a ridgeline protection measure 
approved by Pleasanton voters) 
states that it “provides no clarity 
on ridgelines or slopes.” Cook-
Kallio said the angle of a slope 
depends on where it is measured. 
Higher up on a hill will produce 
a different angle than lower. 
She added that the sites where 
homes are proposed to be built 
in Oak Grove are not located 
on what might be described as a 
traditional ridge. She pointed to 
the western hills in Pleasanton 
as an example of a traditional 
ridgeland.

Cook-Kallio said that the 
highest building pad will be at 
790 feet, below the best defined 
ridge at 1265 feet. Building 
height is limited to 35 feet, plac-
ing homes much lower than the 
main ridge.

She said of the “Save Pleas-
anton Hills” statements that the 
goal is to save our hills, “They 
are not their hills. Without de-
velopment, the area will remain 
as private property. Development 

will ensure publicly accessible 
open space.”

The open space will be avail-
able when the fifth lot is sold.

Bengston said that trail, park 
and open space advocates largely 
support the project. Of the Sierra 
Club opposition, she declared, “I 
often disagree with them.”

Cook-Kallio pointed out that 
the Sierra Club did not seek in 
information nor did it ask any 
questions about the development 
that she is aware of.

Bengston stated, “We see this 
as  the only viable way to save 
496 acres of open space with a 
conservation easement. If we are 
successful, it will open the door 
for 2000 acres of open space 
in southeast Pleasanton.” She 
pointed out that Oak Grove is 
within the urban growth bound-
ary. It is zoned for development. 
“With development potential, it is 
unlikely that the property owners 
will give the land away.”

As for grading and dumping 
of dirt, Bengston said that the dirt 
that is removed will be dispersed 
evenly; it won’t be dumped into 
valleys. She noted that the last 
phase of Kottinger Ranch, the 
neighboring development, dis-
placed more dirt than would be 
moved in Oak Ridge.

Cook-Kallio stated that the 
EIR identified the approved plan 
as the environmentally preferred 
one.

Bengston also noted that the 
location of the homes has been 
okayed by various protection 
agencies. “The houses are set 
very carefully. The sites weren’t 
just pulled out of a hat.”

In response to suggestions that 
the developer come back with a 
different plan and have a more 
inclusive process, Cook-Kallio 
said people who did not partici-
pate the first time, chose not to do 
so. This is the compromise plan. 
She suggested that the developer 
could decide to divide the area 
into ten estate homes. There 
would be no open space. Homes 
would be placed on top of the 
ridgelines. “It took four years to 
negotiate the plan down from 98 
to 51 homes.”

Bengston wondered what plan 
the opponents of the project had 
to save open space. She asked 
how the land would become 
public. “This is a good way to 
get open space.” 

As for the lack of planning 
commission approval, Cook-
Kallio said, “The planning com-
mission doesn’t have to approve 
a project for the council to act 
on it.”

Neither was concerned about 
fire safety, noting that evacua-
tions would not just be along the 
public road. There are emergency 
vehicle access points people 
could use to leave the area.

School fees have been a major 
point of contention. Cook-Kallio 
declared that there is a letter from 
the developer that guarantees that 
the $8.62 per square foot fee will 
be paid to the school district. “The 
developer will pay. I’m sure that 
will be reflected in the price of 
the homes,” she stated. Fifty-one 
5000 square foot homes would 
produce $2.2 million. The money 
is for capital projects or repairs. 
Having money to pay for such 
things as roof repairs means that 
the money will not have to come 
out of the school district’s general 
fund, Cook-Kallio stated.

In addition to the school fees, 

Cook-Kallio said there will be 
additional school bond money 
paid by the homeowners. The 
estimated 41 to 51 students will 
generate $200,000 in ADA for 
the district. That’s enough to pay 
three new teachers, she stated. 

Cook-Kallio also pointed 
out that the city would receive a 
net $200,000 a year in property 
taxes.

There was a difference of 
opinion on tree removal plans 
from the statement provided by 
“no on D” advocates.. Bengston 
said, “Every developer has to 
deal with trees. Anyone regrets 
any tree that is taken down. The 
replacement program is a good 
one, using native trees.” She 
said that the plan calls only for 
the removal of 58 heritage trees 
along the lots, roads, the water 
tank and park staging areas.

Cook-Kallio said there would 
be 900 trees planted. The ap-
proval requires that an arborist 
be hired for five years to make 
sure the trees are viable.

The discussion about the 
size of homes is misleading, 
they both said, noting that only 
three of them can be as large as 
12,500 square feet. Those homes 
would be tucked away. Most of 
the homes will range between 
7500 and 9000 square feet. The 
homes do go through an approval 
process that would allow some-
one to appeal the approval to the 
council if he or she objected to 
the decision.

Both said they wished that the 
debate were on the merits of the 
project. People can discuss things 
civilly and come to different con-
clusions, said both Cook-Kallio 
and Bengston.

Cook-Kallio, as a Council-
member, said she is particularly 
dismayed by the insinuations that 
those who support the project 
have been “bought” by developer 
money. “It is insulting to me to 
say I could be bought. I don’t do 
this for the money. Such accusa-
tions take away from the merits 
of the project.”

“It has been made a political 
issue,” added Bengston. She says 
that is one good reason for the 
election to take place in June. 
“To continue the discussion until 
November would cause more 
dissention.” As to more people 
voting in November, she said she 
hopes there will be more commit-
ted who will come out and vote 
in June.

MEASURE D
(continued from page one)
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academic achievement. Fremont 
also makes a strong effort in 
academics.

Ahmadi, 52, told The Inde-
pendent that she was attracted to 
Pleasanton. “It is one of the most 
outstanding districts, high-per-
forming, with incredible parent 
involvement and great programs. 
Pleasanton’s relationship with the 
community and the city (govern-
ment) is a big plus.”

Ahmadi’s bachelor’s degree 
is in health sciences, which also 
helps her match up to the health 
and psychology services that are 
important for Pleasanton schools. 
Despite difficult economic times, 
Pleasanton has been able to pre-
serve counselors, including those 
who help at-risk students.

Even before the Pleasanton 
position came open, Ahmadi was 
acquainted with trustee Jamie 
Hintzke, whose professional 
work with Alameda County 
health projects took her into pro-
grams in the Fremont district.

Ahmadi also earned an M.A. 
in Teaching and an M.S. in 
Educational Administration. 
She started in education as an 
elementary school teacher in San 
Jose, and in 1997 she switched 
to an elementary school in Fre-
mont. There she moved up the 
administrative ladder to assistant 
superintendent in 2008.

She has formed partnerships 
for the Fremont district with 
Ohlone College and Cal State 
East Bay, as well as with Fremont 
city government.

A resident of Fremont, Ah-
madi is a member of Rotary and 
the American Association of 
University Women.
‘GOOD COMMUNICATOR,

BRIGHT, WELL-READ’
The hiring of Ahmadi will 

be the third superintendent on 
which trustee Pat Kernan has 
voted during his 13-year tenure 
on the board.

Kernan said that Ahmadi 
“really grew on me” during the 
series of interviews. “She is a 
different kind of candidate. She 
is very articulate, bright, patient, 
and well-read. During the first in-
terview, which lasted two hours, 
I kept picturing her as our super-
intendent. She was dead-on with 
the answers,” said Kernan.

Kernan said that it was im-
portant to keep on a timetable 
in the hiring process. “We knew 
that we were in competition with 
Fremont and Livermore locally, 
and that she was interviewing in 
Fremont.”

“We wanted the right fit. It’s 
nice when the board comes to a 
consensus. I think she will keep 
raising the academic bar, despite 
(economic) constraints,” said 
Kernan.

Trustee Valerie Arkin was the 
board’s liaison with the super-
intendent search firm Hazard, 
Young, Attea & Associates.

Arkin said that she was very 
happy with the selection process, 
which received suggestions from 
hundreds in the community about 
qualities that the new superinten-
dent should have.

Board president Stu Gary said the 
search was still necessary.

“We didn’t know where we 
would end when we started 
that process. It was a journey 
the Board needed to take,” he 
explained. “In the end, a strong 
internal candidate rose to the 
top.”

The Cosca Group held ex-
tensive interviews and meetings 
with District staff to help refine 
the qualities needed in the new 
superintendent. “From that pro-
cess, we learned that this is a 
District that is not divided or bit-
ter over the economic collapse,” 
said Gary. “We are all saddened, 
but a strong message came out 
that everyone is committed to 
providing the best education 
possible.”

Bowers has worked for over 
22 years in K-12 education. Her 
husband is a Livermore High 
School graduate and their three 
children, all now in college, at-
tended Livermore schools.

In the Livermore School Dis-
trict, she has been a teacher on 
special assignment, summer 
school principal, principal of 
Christensen Middle School, di-
rector of curriculum and special 
projects, and assistant superin-
tendent of educational services. 
Since Miller’s retirement, she 
took on additional fiduciary and 
public relations duties as part of 

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one)

Wise BART Decision
The question of whether the BART rail extension to 

Livermore should follow a downtown route or a freeway 
was endorsed in a unanimous vote by the Livermore City 
Council for the downtown route. The Planning Commission 
had earlier supported it, also unanimously. The BART board 
will make the final decision.

 Public opinion also leaned in that direction, but was 
far from unanimous. Many residents backed the freeway 
route that had been long favored in the planning for the 
Livermore extension.

 That route is representative of a bygone era when BART 
wasn’t expected to do much more than carry commuters 
from the suburbs. As the years have passed and transit land 
use planning has grown more sophisticated, the impact of a 
new BART station has enlarged. Today’s station is expected 
to be not just a stop on a line, but also a robust little village, 
contributing to economic redevelopment and  green values. 
The route known as Option 2B — which will pass under-
ground beneath the streets of Livermore to the downtown 
then continue at grade to a station Vasco Road — will be a 
model of such planning.

 As for the freeway route, in addition to other faults, 
this option would adversely affect the community’s North 
Livermore goals. The community in a series of elections 
has stated it wants North Livermore planned for agricultural 
redevelopment, not urbanization. A BART station there 
would not be compatible with such a goal.

 We commend the City Council and all others who had a 
hand in this all-important decision, Option 2B will get the 
most out of the BART extension to Livermore.

                              
 
 

LIVERMORE
(continued from page one)

There was also a representa-
tive community panel with a 
dozen members who conducted 
interviews with the four finalists, 
from an initial field of 36 appli-
cants, with 80 percent of them 
from California.

Arkin said that the board 
“made a really good decision. 
The entire board supports the 
decision.”

Ahmadi has “accomplished 
a lot of things in dealing with 
diversity and closing the achieve-
ment gap, with the mental and 
social well-being of students in 
mind. That’s a big passion of 
hers,” said Arkin.

Communication was also im-
portant, said Arkin. “We wanted 
an effective communicator. It 
was one of the top characteris-
tics (that the board sought). She 
seems like that kind of person. 
That’s what we gathered in talk-
ing to her co-workers. She has a 
collaborative style. She is not a 
top-down manager,” she said.

On a personal level, Arkin 
found Ahmadi to be “very articu-
late and intelligent. She is profes-
sional, but very warm in talking 
with you. I think she will be good 
with parents and teachers.”
‘FOCUS ON CHARACTER,

SOCIAL WELL-BEING’
Board president Chris Grant 

also emphasized Ahmadi’s com-
munication skills. “She believes 
in a team approach to excel-
lence,” he said.

“Ahmadi’s philosophy is we 
can take what is working re-
ally well, and improve on on it 
further,” said Grant. Her experi-
ence with diversity in Fremont 
is apt for Pleasanton, “because 
our community is increasingly 
diverse.”

“Despite tough economic 
times, she believes we can con-
tinue to excel, and advance 
academic programs that affect 
the whole child. She is focused 
on character development, and 
social well-being,” said Grant.

Grant was with a group from 
the Pleasanton district that met 
with Fremont school leadership 
to obtain first-hand information 
about her style, skills and char-
acter. “They validated everything 
that we have determined in our 
due diligence,” said Grant.

Trustee Jim Ott said that 
Ahmadi’s experience in cur-
riculum and pupil services was 
important. “She seems to be very 
well-read, and has looked into a 
number of programs. She has a 
great personality, and is looking 
forward to helping the district,” 
said Ott.

Salary negotiations were un-
derway earlier this week. A con-
tract amount was expected to be 
announced later in the week, in 
time for public disclosure before 
the board meeting May 11.

Casey’s current salary is 
$217,000 annually. He has do-
nated five days’ pay back to the 
district to help during the diffi-
cult financial times. Ahmadi has 
indicated that she, too, wishes 
to donate back five days for the 
same reason, said Grant.

the interim management team 
that also included deputy super-
intendent Mike Martinez and 
budget director Susan Kinder. 

Bowers has a bachelor’s de-
gree in English from U.C. Berke-
ley, where she graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa and Summa Cum Laude, 
and a master’s degree in adminis-
trative leadership from Cal State 
East Bay. Next year she will com-
plete U.C. Berkeley’s Leadership 
for Educational Equity doctoral 
program. Her dissertation is on 
board/superintendent relations 
and board decision making. 

Bowers takes the helm in 
the midst of an unprecedented 
budget crisis. On Tuesday, the 
Board voted to eliminate 66 full-
time equivalent certificated posi-
tions—teachers, administrators, 
and counselors. An additional 
$4.5 million in budget cuts is 
on the horizon for the 2010/11 
school year. 

“As superintendent, I will pull 
out all the stops,” she said. “No 
stone will be left unturned, no 
resources untapped, in keeping 
us fiscally solvent and taking our 
educational system and student 
achievement to the next level.”

One of Bowers’ first tasks 
as superintendent will be to fill 
the position she vacated as well 
as that of Bob See, director of 
special education and student 
services, who will retire at the 
end of the current school year. 

property taxes go to the state 
through ERAF. The district loses 
$7.13 million each year to the 
state. It keeps $7.59 million of 
which $6.83 milion comes from 
properties within the city limits. 

He said he talked to various 
people, and was unable to receive 
a definitive answer as to what 
would happen to the money if 
LARPD were to consolidate with 
another agency. 

Questions about what happens 
to programs the district currently 
administers, such as ESS, would 
have to be considererd.

Carol Orther, a staff member 
in the county’s auditor agency, 
told Kamena that the tax money 
that flows to those agencies 
would likely be subject to those 
agencies’ ERAF shits. However, 
she was not certain, suggesting 
that a legal opinon should be 
obtained from a lawyer who is 
experienced in the area. 

Currently, the city loses 23.76 
percent of its tax revenue to 
ERAF. EBRPD loses nothing. 
Kamena theorized that with a 
lower percentage in the shift of 
property taxes  for parks and 
recreation, the city would receive 
$10.01 million a year. EBRPD 
would generate $1.46 milllion, 
which is more than LARPD cur-
rently spends on services outside 
the city limits.

Kamena said that the net fi-
nancial benefits to the area inside 
the city’s limits is even greater 
when consideration is given to 
costs associated with the area 
outside the city limits. LARPD 
spends about $800,000 on staff 
costs, over 90 percent of that at 
Sycamore Grove Park. 

He admits the most obvious 
objection to consolidation would 
be if the city took the money and 
did not use it for parks and recre-
ation. He said some solid protec-
tions to prevent that would have 
to be part of any agreement. 

He described several scenarios 
that could lead to consolidation. 
One, an LARPD Board Resolu-
tion asks LAFCo for annexation/
merger; second,  a petition signed 
by 5% of the registered voters ask 
LAFCo for annexation/merger; 
third, LAFCo could initiate an 
annexation/merger on its own as 
a result of its periodic “service 
review.”  During this process, 
it evaluates all local agencies in 
the county and the services they 
provide and determines whether 
any changes need to be made.  
The next service review period 
will begin this next fiscal year. 
Finally, there is the potential 
for the City or EBRPD to ask 
for annexation/merger because 
they would be “affected agen-
cies.” The statute says that any 

“affected agency” could request 
annexation/merger by resolution 
of their legislative board.  

If it were to become part of 
the city, a park and recreation 
commission could be established. 
It would be a dependent agency. 
Kamena told the board that  the 
ERAF statute explicitly exempts 
dependent districts from tax 
shifts. 

He urged the LARPD Board 
to hire an attorney or other con-
sultant with experience in this 
area to provide solid, exhaus-
tively researched answers to a 
variety of  questions. “We owe 
it to our constituents to find out 
if there is any reasonable way to 
achieve these benefits.”

 SPECIAL TAX RATE
In other action, the board 

voted to renew Special Tax 97-1 
and approved a 2 percent rate 
increase. The revenue generated 
from this tax is used for main-
tenance and operations of park 
facilities.

The tax measure was ap-
proved by voters in 1997 as a par-
tial measure to backfill property 
taxes lost to the state and allows 
the District to increase the tax 2 
percent per year. The current an-
nual rate per parcel is $29.35. The 
2 percent increase will raise the 
tax 59 cents to $29.94. Revenue 
generated from this tax last year 
totaled $1,235,876. 

The Board also held a budget 
workshop Wednesday night to 
look at the proposed 2010-2011 
budget presented by General 
Manager Tim Barry. The pro-
posed budget is currently out-
of-balance by $300,000. LARPD 
staff members are working on 
proposals for the Board to con-
sider balancing the budget. Staff 
will develop recommendations 
for structuring the District’s 
expenses to meet the challenge 
of the ongoing recession and 
downturn in the economy.

LARPD
(continued from page one)

that is tied to property taxes, the 
Livermore RDA is in a depressed 
state. We do have the money to 
make the payment. “However, 
losing the money will inhibit 
our ability to carry out the RDA 
mission to create an economic 
engine for the city. Local dollars 
would be better used serving the 
local economy.”

RDA FUNDS
(continued from page one)

a speedy resolution that will al-
low both parties to avoid further 
expensive litigation costs.”

The city council has held 
two public hearings to gather 
community input, sought advice 
from legal counsel, and heard 
from managers on staff. In ad-
dition, daily meetings on the 
issue are taking place internally. 
Weekly meetings have been held 
between city representatives, the 
Attorney General’s office, and 
Urban Habitat.

An immediate result of the 
ruling was a stay on all non-
residential building permits is-
sued by the city. Those seeking 
non-residential building permits 
are urged to visit the Pleasanton 
Permit Center at 157 Main Street 
for guidance during this period. 
For more information, please 
call George Thomas at (925) 
931-5300.

 

LAWSUIT
(continued from page one)

Concern In Pleasanton about Student 
Pressures Prompts Homework Survey

Alameda County adopted a 
Climate Action Plan for Govern-
ment Services and Operations. 
It is a 10-year plan designed to 
reduce municipal greenhouse gas 
emissions at least 15% by 2020, 
modernize services, and grow the 
green economy.

“We hope this plan will in-
spire Bay Area businesses and 
governments to look more com-
prehensively at how actions 
that reduce emissions can at the 
same time achieve long-term cost 
management, attract and retain 
high-performing employees, and 
promote the use of innovative 
technologies,” said Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty.

The Climate Action Plan 

By Ron McNicoll
The Pleasanton Unified School 

District will conduct an on-line 
survey this month to learn how 
much time students are spending 
on homework.

Responding to concerns ex-
pressed by parents and a district 
strategic plan committee, the 
schools administration autho-
rized the survey earlier this week. 
It will be conducted on e-connec-
tion, which links the administra-
tion to the school community 
via e-mail.

Parents have expressed con-
cern that too much homework is 
putting pressure on young people 
to the detriment of proper relax-
ation and good mental health.

The subject of academic pres-
sures on students first came up 
earlier in the school year at a 
community meeting after the 
suicide death of an Amador Val-
ley High School student.

The topic surfaced again at 
the school board’s meeting April 
20. Sharon Pilarski told board 
members that her son was spend-
ing four or five hours each night 
on homework. One weekend, he 
had six hours of homework. He 
was facing three tests and was as-
signed to read six chapters of the 
novel “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

Pilarski told the board, “It’s 
not right. It shows how out of 
control the homework policy 
is. It’s unreasonable to subject 

young adults to this pressure.”
District officials had been 

talking about conducting a sur-
vey either this spring or next fall. 
However, Pilarski, seeking quick 
action, said, “Do we need to wait 
six months to form a panel?”

Jane Golden, the district’s 
director of curriculum and spe-
cial projects, told the board that 
the student achievement sub-
committee of the strategic plan 
committee talked about the topic 
recently.

“They heard from people in 
the community, and have also 
reviewed surveys. They want to 
conduct a survey, sooner rather 
than later, sometime this spring,” 
said Golden.

Golden told The Independent 
on Monday that the administra-
tive cabinet authorized the survey 
at its meeting that day, so it will 
commence soon.

Parents and teachers at all 
levels will be surveyed, as will 
students in the middle schools 
and high schools.

The questions will be about 
the amount of time students 
spend on homework, how often 
they have weekend and vacation 
assignments, whether parent 
help is needed on homework, 
and the timeliness of the return 
of homework from teachers to 
students.

The survey also will ask how 

much of students’ time is oc-
cupied with social texting. “We 
have teachers who tell us that 
some students spend more time 
on social networking than on 
homework, while their parents 
think they are doing homework,” 
said Golden.

The district has a homework 
policy. It relates the length of the 
instructional day to the minutes 
allotted for homework. It ranges 
from 20 to 30 minutes for kin-
dergarten and first grade to 90 
minutes to two hours for high 
school. In addition, more home-
work is expected for advanced 
placement students. They are told 
this before they sign up for the 
advance placement classes.

Golden said that a look into 
the homework situation shows, 
“there might not be too much 
homework. There might be a 
lack of coordination of teachers 
and departments. For example, 
there might be four tests on one 
day, or two tests and a major 
project due.”

“If departments can better 
communicate with one another, 
it would help parent and student 
stress,” said Golden.

Trustee Jim Ott told The In-
dependent that he has a relative 
in San Francisco who has been 
active in Challenge Success. It 
is a non- profit group that works 
to help people examine academic 

stress in schools, and potential 
impacts on students.

Ott said that he sent a link 
(challengesuccess.org) to Pleas-
anton staff, which already was 
aware of the program. The Pleas-
anton district’s future superin-
tendent, Parvin Ahmadi, is also 
aware, because her current dis-
trict, Fremont, has been working 
with the organization, she told 
The Independent last week.

Ott said that he has spoken to 
students. “Some don’t feel that 
stress. It depends on a number 
of variables. It’s not to say that 
we should not look at programs,” 
he stated.

The film “Race to Nowhere” 
also has been mentioned in 
discussions about pressures on 
students. Golden said that she 
saw the movie when the San 
Ramon Valley district showed it 
in February. The Pleasanton dis-
trict hopes to sponsor a showing 
of it in fall.

Meanwhile, people can see 
the movie in Pleasanton on May 
18, at a showing in the Pope John 
XXIII Hall at St. Elizabeth Seton 
church, 4001 Stoneridge Drive. 
The movie will begin at 7 p.m. 
Registration starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets may be purchased for $15 
each on-line at the St. Elizabeth 
Seton web page, or for $20 at 
the door.

County Approves Climate Action Plan
establishes 16 Commitments to 
Climate Protection with goals to 
be achieved by 2020. It recom-
mends 80 specific actions that 
will achieve these goals.  The 
recommended actions put the 
County on the path to reduce 
emissions 80% by 2050, in line 
with statewide targets and State 
of California guidelines for local 
governments.

The plan aims at transporta-
tion choices, such as  improving 
bicycle infrastructure and bus 
links. Other areas are water con-
servation, waste diversion, build-
ing and public realm energy use, 
and green infrastructure.

Among the specific actions 
outlined in the plan are:  offer-
ing employees and visitors to 
County buildings more alterna-
tives to driving, such as shuttles 
from BART and online services, 
to reduce congestion and air 
pollution; generating energy 
from clean, renewable sources 
to promote local green jobs; 
purchasing reusable, long-lasting 
items to help expand the market 
for green products; planting trees 
to provide shade and promote 
water quality.

The plan, focused on emis-
sions produced from munici-
pal operations, was developed 
through a multi-year process.  An 
initial step was to measure green-
house gas emissions produced in 
the normal course of operations 
to provide services to the public.  
Several hundred employees rep-
resenting 20 County divisions 
gave input on the plan.  A related 
plan, currently in public review, 
has been developed in parallel for 
the unincorporated communities 
of Alameda County.

“As a recognized leader 
in green building, sustainable 
fleets, and solar energy, Alameda 

County has made great strides,” 
said Carolyn Bloede, Alameda 
County’s Sustainability Program 
Manager, who led the plan devel-
opment.  “Now we are calling on 
every County agency and em-
ployee to take action to transform 
how we provide services to our 
community.”

Actions prioritized for early 

implementation will be those that 
provide cost savings and meet 
other strategic priorities.  Prog-
ress will be monitored through 
performance indicators, agency 
progress reports, and annual up-
dates to the Board of Supervisors 
and the public.  For more infor-
mation, see  www.acsustain.org.

 



The Independent, MAY 6, 2010 - PAGE 5

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

No on Measure D
Matt Sullivan
Pleasanton

Yesterday I received what 
appeared to be a personal letter 
from the Mayor of Pleasanton.  
In her characteristically cheerful 
style, the letter encouraged me 
to support the hilltop Oak Grove 
mega-mansion development on 
the June 8th ballot.  But upon 
closer inspection, I noticed the 
“handwriting” was not hers, the 
sticky note with her personal 
message was fake, and the fine 
print revealed that the letter was 
paid for by the Fredric Lin Fam-
ily.  I’ve received several other 
faux letters from my “neighbors” 
also paid for by Lin.

Those of us who have strug-
gled in grassroots efforts against 
special interests know “Astro-
turf” when we see it.  Lest you 
think the Lin’s are hardscrabble 
family ranchers just trying to 
provide for their kids, realize 
that they are multi-millionaire 
out-of-country land speculators 

who own hundreds of acres in 
the Tri-Valley that they would 
just love to bulldoze.

What does it say when your 
Mayor, who was elected to repre-
sent all the people of Pleasanton, 
sends you a message on a devel-
oper’s paid advertisement? Make 
sure you contemplate that ques-
tion before voting on June 8th.  
And remember it when she runs 
for re-election in November.

Vote NO on Oak Grove - 
Measure D.

Vote YES on D 
Dick Quigley
Pleasanton

I would like to share my 
thoughts on  Oak Grove and 
Measure D.

While I am happy that Pleas-
anton voters will have the oppor-
tunity to vote on the Oak Grove 
plan, I’m disappointed that it 
has taken this long to approve 
a plan that clearly brings great 
benefits to our community with 
very little impacts. What more 
can we possibly ask for than a 
plan that asks for nearly half of 
what the landowners are allowed 
to do on the property (only 51 
home sites instead of 98) while 
also giving the City of Pleasanton 
496 acres of open space to help 
protect against future growth to 
the southeast.

With so much open space, 
Pleasanton residents will ben-
efit with trails for hiking, biking 
and equestrian with a parking 

and staging area. If you still 
need more reasons to vote Yes 
on Measure D, think about the 
property tax revenue that will be 
generated for the city as a result 
of 51 homes. It is estimated the 
city will receive approximately 
$200,000 annually to help pay 
for vital city services. Lastly, 
and maybe most importantly, our 
treasured schools will receive 
much needed revenue from prop-
erty taxes estimated at $300,000 
every year, as well as a one-time 
direct fee of $2 million.

For the future of Pleasanton, 
Vote YES on D.

No on D
Steve Brozosky
Retired Pleasanton School 
Board Trustee and Pleasanton 
City Council Member

The ads supporting the Oak 
Grove development are un-
equivocally  deceptive; espe-
cially about the benefits to the 
schools.

Their ad states "$300,000 
more every year from property 
taxes that can be used for pro-
grams, teachers and books."  That 
is complete fiction!

The only property tax money 
for the schools is for the school 
facility bond AND THOSE FA-
CILITIES HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN BUILT. We are still pay-
ing off the debt; not producing 
new facilities.  It is also not ad-
ditional money for our schools.  
The school district receives 

EXACTLY  the same amount of 
money for the bonds no matter 
how many properties there are 
in Pleasanton. 

The only funds that can be 
used for programs, teachers and 
books come from the State.  The 
schools  receive funds from the 
State for each student which 
could amount to $300,000. How-
ever,  the School District has al-
ready said the money per student 
from the State is not enough to 
educate our students; that is why 
they are looking for additional 
income from us.  Each student 
added from this development 
will actually erode our schools 
more.  If the District wanted 
more students, they would allow 
students from outside of Pleasan-
ton to attend our schools but they 
already make you produce a lot 
of paperwork to prove you live 
in Pleasanton as the additional 
students hurt us.

If the proponents of this de-
velopment feel so good about 
it, why do they have to resort to 
deceptive advertising to convince 
you?

Join me in voting NO on 
Measure D!

Keep Our Park
Marvelle Inzerillo
Pleasanton

"No on D" signs have popped 
up all over our westside neigh-
borhood, so I was curious to see 
this property. However, when I 

asked a few of these homeown-
ers where this property was, no 
one seemed to know. One good 
neighbor went on-line and printed 
"Save Pleasanton Hills" info and 
brought it to me. After reading 
the flyer, I still don't know where 
the property is, but was surprised 
that a "9000 sq. ft. Oakland hills" 
homeowners would give permis-
sion for the use of his home in 
such a negative manner.

Years ago people were griping 
about the hotel on the ridge. Now, 
with all the landscaping, you can 
hardly find it.

The 58 trees that are proposed 
to be cut down will be replaced 
with thousands of trees and 
shrubs, which will be a great 
improvement over the brown, dry 
weeds that pose a fire hazard.

How does this group expect a 
property owner sine 1970 to just 
turn over the land so a handful 
of people can enjoy the view. If 
you want to preserve this land, 
fine, buy it.

Vote Yes on D
Erlene DeMarcus
Former BART Director

Don’t be misled by the rea-
soning used to support No on 
D arguments.  The facts on the 
Oak Grove development and its 
potential impact are readily avail-
able and should ease any con-
cerns of any Pleasanton resident. 
I have lived here almost 40 years 
and know first hand that every 

project is fully vetted before it 
is approved.

• Pleasanton voters approved 
the General Plan that designated 
the Oak Grove property as resi-
dential.  The proposal that we’ll 
uphold on June 8th comes as the 
result of two years’ collaboration 
between Oak Grove and Pleasan-
ton neighbors.  They worked to 
create a plan Pleasanton would 
support, a plan that included 
a reduction of Oak Grove’s 
housing development plans by 
half and multiplied the benefits 
Pleasanton will receive.  School 
systems will receive millions, 
alongside significant sums for 
traffic improvements and city 
services.  

• The ridgelines won’t be 
compromised.  90 percent of the 
property will be donated, serving 
as open park space to protect the 
ridgelines and permanently pre-
vent further development.  Home 
designs for the mere 51 homes 
requested must follow strict 
guidelines and receive approval 
from the city before they are 
built.  The mega-mansions some 
fear will not be prolific, and our 
views will not be meaningfully 
impacted.

We need to remember that our 
Pleasanton neighborhoods have 
shared in this entire process.  The 
plan we’re voting on is a plan we 
helped create, and a plan that will 
benefit Pleasanton tremendously.  
Vote Yes on D on June 8th.
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Pictured are members of the Livermore Smoke 12A team. The 
team captured first place with a perfect 6 and 0 record in the 
USSSA Fastpitch Tournament held in in Manteca, April 24-25.Pictured are Pleasanton Seahawks age group top ten record 

breakers (far left) Katie Woods and (far right) Maggie Kauffeld (not 
pictured Hannah Folmar).  10 & Under champions are (second 
from left)   Michael Martin, Wolfgang Lachance, Rishab Nair, 
Olivier Rooney, Adrien Rooney and Emma Kauffeld The Rage U11 Premier team took the field Saturday with only 1 available 

sub putting extra pressure on the entire group, everyone had to work 
extra hard against a strong opponent the Castro Valley United Green 
98-99 G. Several key Rage players played the entire game with no 
substitution.  However there was one player who stood out and played 
perhaps the game of her life.  Tiara Lewis was everywhere she needed 
to be, and exactly at the right time. She was determined that no ball 
would get past her, and no ball ever did. Most of the first half was 
pretty tense as the play was pretty evenly split between the two teams, 
then finally the game opened up with a beautiful run up the middle by 
Rachel Rice who scored the Rage first goal.  In the second Rachel on 
great assist from Jo Salinas scored again. Throughout the game the 
team showed great hustle, players like Amy Schoendienst, Sam Frost, 
Bianca Stubler, Hunter Vice, Lorna Roberts never gave up. Megan Von 
Sosen who shot a great ball on goal had it deflected; however Sarah 
Broacha capitalized by stepping in to score instead. In the end the U11 
Premier team won 3-0.  In the photo by Erin Salinas, Tiara Lewis shows 
both determination and domination of the ball.

Criterium in Livermore
Top amateur and professional cyclists 

will be gathering in Livermore on Saturday, 
May 8  for the first Annual PG&E Criterium, 
sponsored by Tri-Valley Velo.  

The event will feature races throughout 
the day starting at 8:00 AM with the Men’s 
Category 5 event and ending in the late 
afternoon with the top amateur and profes-
sional class race.  The event will be held on 
the loop formed by Las Positas Road, Preston 
Street, and Pullman Avenue.  All races are 
organized and run by Tri-Valley Velo, the 
Northern California Nevada Cycling As-
sociation, and USA Cycling. Kids race free 
and will have the opportunity to win a $150 
value bicycle.

Criterium races feature fast, high in-
tensity riding over a closed course.  The 
format is exciting to watch and may be 
viewed from a single stationary location as 
the riders will circle the course many times 
over the duration of the timed event.  In 
addition to overall placing, the competitors 
will be racing for select prizes awarded for 
winning specific laps.   

The event is free to the viewing public.  
The start/finish line is located off the corner 
of Pullman Road Las Positas Road on Pull-
man Avenue. 

Tri Valley-Velo is an amateur bicycle 
racing team based in the Tri-Valley area.   
For more information, please visit www.
trivalleyvelo.org

Pleasanton Seahawks
The Pleasanton Seahawks (PLS) had a 

busy weekend breaking records and picking 
up new cuts at the 10 & Under Championships 
in Santa Clara and the Pacific Tigers TYR 
Invitational in Stockton, April 24 & 25.   

Swimmers who turned in new cuts were 
Emma Kauffeld (100/200 Free), Adrien 
Rooney (50 Free); new Junior Olympics 
Cuts - Wolfgang LaChance (50 Free, 100 
Breast, 200 IM), Michael Martin (100 Back); 
new A-times - Olivier Rooney (50 Free, 50 
Fly, 100 IM).  Rishab Nair also swam well 
on two relays.  

From the Pre Senior group Maggie 
Kauffeld, Hannah Folmar, and Katie Woods 
combined for ten New Pacific Recognition 
times (PRT) at the Pacific Tigers Senior meet 
this weekend.  All these swims were new ad-
ditions to the PLS All Time Top Ten list. This 
was the first meet of the long course season 
and these three girls are starting the season 
with some exceptionally fast swimming.   

Livermore Aquacowboys
Sixteen Livermore Aquacowboy swim-

meres attended the Pacific Swimming Zone 2 
meet hosted by SRVLA 5/1/10-5/2/10. 

Shahini Ananth placed 3rd in the 100 
Breast and earned a new PRT (Pacific Rec-
ognition Time) with her time of 1:25.77. 
Shahini also placed 4th  in the 200 Back. 
Xander Bass swam to 2nd in the 100 Breast 
and 3rd in the 50 Free. Sasha Betts earned 
a 1st in the 50 Back and 2nd in the 100 Free 
and 100 Fly. Taber DaCosta placed 4th in 
the 50 Free and 50 Breast. Paige DaCosta 
finished 2nd in the 100 Breast and 5th in 
the 50 Breast. Catherine Elliott earned a 1st 
place in the 200 Fly, and 3rd place Overall 
in the 50 Back. 

Hannah Roddy swam to a 1st place in the 
100 Free and 50 Free, she also was 3rd in the 
200 Breast and 200 IM. Rachel Roddy was 
1st in the 50 Back, 100 Free, and 50 Free; 
she also earned 2nd place in the 100 Breast 
and 50 Breast, and 3rd in the 50 Fly. Rebecca 
Stewart earned 3rd  in the 100 Free. Sarah 
Swansonfinished 1st  in the 100 Fly. Jared 
Tovera swam to a 1st place in the 50 Breast 
and 3rd in the 50 Free.

New Best Times were achieved by 
Shahini Ananth, Xander Bass, Sasha Betts, 
Taylor Brennan, Allie Clark, Taber DaCosta, 
Paige DaCosta, Catherine Elliott, Hannah 
Roddy, Morgan Roddy, Rachel Roddy, 
Rebecca Stewart, Sarah Swanson and Jared 
Tovera.

Crush Basketball
The Tri-Valley Crush split two games 

in 8th grade MVP flight basketball action 
this past weekend.

The Crush #2 team beat the ASA White 
squad by a score of 45-27. Opening the 
game with an 8-0 run, Tri-Valley used crisp 
execution to to extend their lead to 20 points 
through three quarters. ASA never gave up, 
but could not close the gap despite scoring 15 
points in the final period. Stephen Goode led 
the winners with 12 points and six rebounds. 
James Dayton added 10 points and a pair of 
assists. Dominix Kovacs had four points and 
a couple of steals.

The Crush #10 team did not fare as 
well, losing to a tough Warriors side 45-31. 
The game started slowly with the teams 
managing only four points each in the first 
quarter. Andre Kasten kept Tri-Valley in the 
game at half, scoring eight of the team's 12 
points as they trailed by only seven. It was 
the Warriors day though, and they hit their 
free throws and made layups in the second 
half to win going away. Kasten finished with 
12 points and three rebounds for Tri-Valley. 
Grant Perry had a pair of field goals and 
three rebounds and Calvin Rasbold dished 
three assists.

The Crush 6th grade basketball team 
came up just a little bit short in a hard fought 
game against the Bay Area Dragons by a 
score of 33 to 30. Nate Barney and Austin 
Weller were huge on both ends of the court 
with numerous rebounds and baskets. Dylan 
Medeiros, Aaron Kawahara, and John Reg-
giardo helped keep the game close with great 
defensive play. Scott Newby put some points 
on the board and just missed a game tying 
three pointer with seconds left. Aaron Lee, 
Austin Curtis, Parker Turk, Bryce Bonite, and 
Tyler Padden made it a tough game for the 
Dragons using their tenacity and hustle.

Pleasanton Lacrosse
The Pleasanton Girls U15A lacrosse team 

extended its undefeated streak  to 11-0 this 
season, defeating the Lamorinda Extreme 
14-2 and the S. Marin Wolfpack 10-2 on 
Saturday May 1, in Lafayette.  

Cambi Cukar and Olivia Deutschman led 
the team with 3 goals each.  Other top scorers 
were Lindsey Kail, Lauren Hall, and Lexi 
Nicholas. Molly Grozier was solid in goal, 
making several outstanding saves.

Amador Swimming
The winning streak continued for the 

Amador Valley High School JV swim team. 
The Dons finished first in every swimming 
event with David Becker setting the pace 

with a pair of first (100 free, backstroke) 
and six other swimmers taking individual 
firsts to pace Amador to a 121-48 win over 
Granada.

Nearly matching Becker’s performance 
were Joey Silva and Mike Pasquale who took 
a first and a second. Silva won the 50 free 
and finished second behind Becker in the 
100 free. Pasquale, took the IM and finished 
behind Becker in the backstroke.

After Becker, Camren Chang, Kaleb 
Pedersen, and Alec Grotegut won the medley 
relay, James Cheney took the first individual 
event, the 200 free. Later Kaleb Pedersen took 
the fly and Justin Pasquale took the 500 free. 
Finishing off the individual firsts was Camren 
Chang who won the breaststroke.

Cheney, Silva, Steven Cox, and Andrew 
Song won the 200 free relay and Cheney, 
Becker, Silva, and Justin Pasquale capped 
the meet with a dominating win in the 400 
free relay.

Besides for the second place finishes 
mentioned above, Amador had four other 
seconds including two by Chris Iniquez 
(200 and 400 free) and singles by Cameron 
Kurotori (fly) and Cox (50 free).

In turning in one of their best perfor-
mances of the season, the Amador Valley JV 
girls swimming and diving team won eight of 
12 events and defeated Granada High 118-68. 
Lissi Knell led the way for the Dons with a 
pair of wins (IM and Fly) and also swam on 
the winning medley relay team.

Not far behind Knell were Elaina Gates 
who won the 50 free and finished second in 
the breaststroke, and Lindsey DeWilde who 
won the100 free and finished behind Gates 
in the 50. Laura Taylor was Amador’s other 
individual winner.

Rounding out the Dons second place 
finishers were Allie Hughes, fly, Nicole 
Guzolek 500 free, Kayla Miller, 100 free, 
and Nicole Martin, backstroke.

The Dons also took all three relays. 
Joining Knell on the winning medley relay 
team were DeWilde, Gates and Miller. The 
200 free was composed of Martin, Miller, 
Guzolek and Sophie Lair, and capping the 
meet was the 400 relay team of Martin, 
Guzolek, Miller and Gates.

Granada Swimming
The Granada High School varsity boys 

swim team pulled off an upset on Friday 
against Amador Valley.  The score was tied 
at the half but the Matadors were able to pull 
off the victory with many impressive swims.  
Evan Carlo posted two first place finishes 
for the Matadors in the 100 Backstroke and 
200 IM. Chris Guido contributed a first place 
finish in the 100 Breaststroke and a second 
place finish in the 100 Butterfly. Carlo and 
Guido teamed up with Andrew Hayes and 
Brendon Schierloh to win the 200 Medley 
Relay.  Kyle Lindsay joined Hayes, Carlo 
and Guido swimming to victory in the 200 
Free Relay.  The scoring for the meet came 
down to the last event where Alex Grabarek, 
Brendon Schierloh, Chris Harker and Patrick 
Kulp swim to a third place finish to seal the 
victory.  Contributing to the scoring with 
top three finishes: Brandon Chandler, Ryan 
Linhart, Chris Dourov.

The varsity girls were led by Nina Hayes 
and Claire Mclaggon who won their indi-
vidual events and led their 200 free relay team 
to a victory.  Additional top three finishers: 
Audrie Mclaggan, Shelby Swanson, Cassi 
McDiarmid, Kylie Clark, Haley Boehrer, 
Jelena Cyr, Krissie Stroud.

For the JV girls, Mikki Glover won 
both the 200 Freestyle and 100 Backstroke 
while teammate Kellie Douglas won the 100 
Breaststroke. Additional top three finishers: 
Kate Danner, Christina Guilford, Shelby 
White, Lauren Darling. The JV boys swam 
hard and took second place in both the 200 
Medley Relay and 200 Free Relay.  Top three 
finishers: Luke Shaffer, Jeff Katen, Stoll, 
Ryan Fitz, Barry Neumayer, Bobby Shull, 
Erik Blaze, Josh Snyder, Justin Peters, Philip 
Massoud, Tyler Eckles.

Varsity Girls: Granada 79 - Amador 107. 
200 Medley Relay: 2nd (Hayes, A. Mclag-
gan, Swanson, C. Mclaggan) 1:58.70, 3rd 
(McDiarmid, Clark, Boeher, Cyr) 2:01.96; 
200 Free: 3rd Swanson 2:08.90; 50 Free: 1st 
C. Mclaggan 26.06; 100 Fly: 2nd Swanson 
1:02.88, 3rd Stroud 1:08.37; 100 Free: 1st 
Hayes 55.88; 200 Free Relay: 1st (Hayes, 
Swanson, Boeher, C. Mclaggan) 1:44.56; 
100 Back: 1st Hayes 1:12.55, 3rd McDiar-
mid 1:07.74; 100 Breast: 3rd A. Mclaggan 
1:15.45; 400 Free Relay: 2nd (C. Mclaggan, 
McDiarmid, Stroud, Cyr) 4:03.00.

Varsity Boys: Granada 95 – Amador 
91. 200 Medley Relay: 1st (Hayes, Schier-
loh, Guido, Carlo) 1:45.44, 2nd (Lindsay, 
Chandler, Kulp, Dourov) 1:48.87; 200 Free: 
2nd Chandler 1:50.42; 200 IM: 1st Carlo 
2:02.10, 2nd Lindsay 2:03.52; 50 Free: 2nd 
Linhart 24.49, 3rd Kulp 24.67; 100 Fly: 2nd 
Guido 57.17; 100 Free: 3rd Hayes 51.20; 

500 Free: 2nd Chandler 4:55.71; 200 Free 
Relay: 1st (Hayes, Lindsay, Guido, Carlo) 
1:30.74, 3rd (Chandler, Linhart, Dourov, 
Grabarek) 1:36.10, 100 Back: 1st Carlo 
55.34, 3rd Lindsay 57.50; 100 Breast: 1st 
Guido 1:03.20, 2nd Schierloh 1:07.24; 400 
Free Relay: 3rd (Grabarek, Schierloh, Harker, 
Kulp) 3.33.90.

JV Girls: Granada 68 - Amador 118. 
200 Medley Relay: 2nd (Glover, Douglas, 
Danner, Guilford) 2:20.25; 200 Free: 1st 
Glover 2:25.25, 2nd White 2:27.55; 100 
IM: 2nd Douglas 1:18.32; 50 Free: 3rd 
Darling 28.95; 50 Fly: 3rd Danner 38.98; 
200 Free Relay: 2nd (Guilford, White, Dan-
ner, Darling) 2:04.90; 100 Back: 1st Glover 
1:17.41; 100 Breast: 1st Douglas 1:20.90; 400 
Free Relay: 3rd (Glover, White, Guilford, 
Darling) 4:37.09.

JV Boys: Granada 48 - Amador 121. 
200 Medley Relay: 2nd (Shaffer, Katen, 
Stoll, Fitz) 1:58.31; 200 Free: 3rd Neumayer 
2:16.36; 100 IM: 2nd Shull 1:08.20, 3rd 
Katen 1:09.69; 50 Free: 3rd Stoll 25.90; 
50 Fly: 3rd Stoll 29.12; 200 Free Relay: 
2nd (Fitz, Shull, Blaze, Stoll) 1:47.22, 3rd 
(Massoud, Neumayer, Eckles, Snyder) 
1:47.30; 100 Breast: 2nd Katen 1:11.92; 
400 Free Relay: 3rd (Shaffer, Snyder, Peters, 
Shull) 4:01.26.

Pleasanton National LL
Pleasanton National Little League 

highlights:
T-Ball: Giants vs. Pirates. The T-Ball 

Giants and Pirates played a great game on 
Saturday. The bats were alive and hitting the 
ball well, but solid defense by both teams 
highlighted this game.Top Hitters: Justin 
Silva, Braden Whitworth, Zachery Smith; 
Top Defensive Players: Otto Baughman: 
Cuyler Peck: Sean Vahey

Farm: Mets. vs. Padres: Trent Blackburn 
did an excellent job hitting the ball every time 
he was up to bat.  Jeffrey Priscaro proved to 
be a power hitter.  Timothy Pak hit the ball 
really hard every time he was up to bat and 
played excellent defense. Michael Priscaro 
was an excellent outfielder stopping every 
ball that came his way. He won the MVP this 
week.  Ben MacKirdy played outstanding 
defense at second base.  Chris Highbarger 
also played excellent defense. The Mets are 
hitting every ball when up to bat and their 
defensive skills are really improving. They 
worked hard and moved fast that they had 
time for extra innings.

Cubs vs. Brewers: Noah Jamison hit 
a deep fly ball to left field. It went over 
everyone’s head and landed on the grass 
on the fly.  David Kvistad hit a straight shot 
down the third base line that went all the way 
to the outfield.  Nathan Reimer hit a hard 
shot up the middle that went all the way to 
the outfield. Jet Godi made six outs at third 
base in a single inning.  Will Martens made 
two unassisted outs at third base in a single 
inning. The Brewers played great defense 
throughout this game, making several outs 
per inning.

Giants vs. Cardinals:  The Farm Giants 
and Cardinals made up their rained out game 
and showed a lot of improvement since their 
first game against each other.  The Cardi-
nals were led by Maxwell Hammond and 
Grant Magnano.  The Giants defense was 
led by Kyle Newman while their offense 
was powered by Payton Kittsley and Josh 
Freeman. Top hitters: Payton Kittsley, Josh 
Freeman, Grant Magnano; Top defensive 
players: Maxwell Hammond, Bryan Green, 
Kyle Newman.

 Giants vs. Pirates: The Farm Giants 
and Pirates played a great game Saturday 
afternoon.  The Giants defense was led by 
Grant Sellick who displayed excellence on 
the field playing first base.  Lukas Arellano 
led the offensive attack for the Giants. Top hit-
ters: Lukas Arellano, Derek Whitworth, Alex 
Mah; Top defensive players: Grant Sellick, 
Andrew Maddalon, Jack Hungerford

 Single A: Giants vs. Dodgers: Aidan 
Dougherty started things off in the bottom 
half of the 2nd inning with our first run of 
the game.  He kept that high-level of play 
up for the entire game, finishing 4-5 and 
scoring 3 runs.  Ryan Haley stayed hot at 
the plate going 4-5, including a big double. 
Aidan McCarthy also had a great night for 
the Dodgers.  He robbed the Giants of a hit in 
the first, grabbing a line-drive at the pitcher’s 
position.  He followed that up with his best 
game at bat, belting out 4 singles and scoring 
3 big runs.   The MVP for the Dodgers was 
Allan Ard.  He played well at all phases of 
the game.  At the plate, he was a solid 3-4 
with a huge double in the 3rd inning driving 
in 2 runs.  He was a major part of stopping 
a big rally from the Giants in the 5th.  The 
Giants were short-handed all game, but they 
didn’t play like it.  Nick Costello looked like 
a pro again for the visitors.  His little brother 
TJ did more than just hold his own tonight, 
when called up to play for the Giants.  A good 
at-bat every time at the plate, he was equally 
tough in the field, stopping everything that 
came his way.  The Giants also got some 
great play by Derek Nassar.  

AA Division: Dodgers 16, Pirates 5:  The 
Dodger bats came alive in the fourth inning 
and again in the fifth to rack up a total of 16 
runs. The Dodgers were at the plate first and 
put three runs on the board with a forced walk 
and a two run single by Jake Massie. But the 
Pirates answered back with three runs of their 

own, then held the Dodgers to one run in the 
second. Ari Solomon at the mound kept the 
Pirates scoreless throwing three strikeouts. 
In the third, back-to-back singles by Brady 
Bosuego and Jake Massie eventually scored 
for two more runs thanks to Logan Miller 
who earned an RBI with a sacrifice ground 
out at first, and Nicholas Maestas who singled 
bringing Massie home.  On the mound, 
Alonozo finished off the Pirates last shot at 
scoring by striking out the side.

  

Foothill Little League
Pleasanton Foothill Little League 

highlights:
 Junior 80's Gold: Pleasanton 18, 

Danville 2: The Pleasanton Junior 80's Gold 
defeated the Danville Junior 80's Gold Blue 
18 to 2 in the first game of the double header 
on Sat May 1 on a beautiful spring afternoon 
at the Pleasanton Sports Park.  It was a total 
team attack by Pleasanton as they pounded 
out 14 hits. Ryan Probst, Matt Finney and 
Jordan Ott led Pleasanton's offensive attack 
with two hits each.  Kyle Lawrence pitched 
a complete game gem limiting Danville to 
just two runs and four hits, while striking on 
seven.  Jordan Ott, Stephen Chipman and 
Kyle Lawrence made great defensive plays 
for Pleasanton. Top Offensive Players: Ryan 
Probst, Matt Finney and Jordan Ott; Top 
Defensive Players: Kyle Lawrence, Jordan 
Ott and Stephen Chipman

Pleasanton 8, Danville 7: In the second 
game of the double header, the Pleasanton 
Junior 80's  Gold defeated the Danville 
Junior 80's Gold Blue 9 to 7 in the bottom 
of the 8th inning.  Danville jumped out to 
a 6 to 0 lead after 3 innings.  Pleasanton 
chipped away with two runs in the 4th and 
two more in the 6th to narrow the lead to 6 
to 4.  Danville added another run in the top 
of the seventh to take a 7 to 4  lead.  In the 
bottom of the 7th inning Pleasanton tied the 
score at 7 - 7 with a two out, two strike RBI 
single by Jordan Ott.  In the bottom of the 8th 
inning, Matt Finney hit a walk off two run 
home run to win the game 9 to 7.  Morgan 
Johnston pitched great for Pleasanton only 
giving up 3 earned runs, and Zach Shields 
pitched the final 3 innings in relief.  Dylan 
Frades and Luther Little made great defensive 
plays for Pleasanton. Top Offensive Players: 
Ryan Probst, Matt Finney and Jordan Ott; 
Top Defensive Players: Morgan Johnston, 
Dylan Frades and Luther Little

Majors: DLL Tigers 14, Angels 9: The 
Dublin Little League Major Tigers defeated 
the Pleasanton Foothill Little League Major 
Angels 14 – 9 in inter-league play on a 
cold and windy night at the Bernal baseball 
fields.  For the Angels, Nick Bush had two 
singles, scored two runs and one RBI, Jack 
Sanderson had a triple, scored two runs and 
one RBI, Mitchell Walsh had a triple, scored 
one run and one RBI, Jakob Davidson had a 
double, scored one run and one RBI, Jordan 
Singh had a single and scored one run and 
Joshua Ott scored two runs.  Jordan Singh, 
Jakob Davidson and Joshua Ott made a 
great defensive plays for the Angels.  Top 
Offensive Players: Players: Nick Bush, 
Jack Sanderson and Mitchell Walsh. Top 
Defensive Players: Jordan Singh, Jakob 
Davidson and Joshua Ott

White Sox 9, Angels 0: Will Hammer 
pitched 6 1/3 innings of "lights out, score-
less" baseball.  Jadon Gonzaga closed out 
the pitching with 2 strikeouts.  Trevor Holt 
led the Sox offense with a triple and 2 runs 
scored.  Top Offensive Players: Trevor Holt. 
Top Defensive Players: William Hammer.

AAA Division:  Rockies 12, Tigers 17: It 
was a hard fought game, with lots of hits, lots 
of base runners, and 6 players being thrown 
out at home plate.  Alex Jordan had an RBI 
Triple for the Rockies, while Julian Meyer 
threw a man out at 2nd base from deep left 
field, and Thomas Gallagher threw out a man 
at home. Top Offensive Player: Alex Jordan. 
Top Defensive Player: Julian Meyer

AA Division: Mariners 9, Cardinals 
12: The Cardinals faced the Mariners for 
the second time this week. The excitement 
kicked up a notch with the addition of base 
stealing! In the first three innings the two 
teams went back and forth scoring and 
playing great defense. Notable hits by the 
Cardinals were doubles by Joshua Robinson 
and Nathan Huey. In the third inning Joshua 
Robinson struck out the side to hold on to 
a 6-3 lead. In the 4th inning the Cardinals 
came out with bats blazing! Doubles were 
hit by Brett Davis and Trevor Krysler. The 
fantastic at bat continued with hits by Dante 
DeBenedetto, Vishnu Gorur, and Jack Kost. 
The Cardinals played strong defense in the 
4th inning as well, with exciting plays by 
Demetre Aaron and Joshua Robinson who 
made outs at first and second.  In their next 

at bat the Cardinals Demetre Aaron, Brandon 
Ricci and Brett Davis all had singles, includ-
ing RBI’s by Brandon and Brett. Both teams 
played great baseball. The Cardinals came 
away with a 12-9 victory. 

Cardinals  7, Mariners 9: The Cardinals 
started out with great defense including a 
nice throw from Joshua Robinson at short 
to Brett Davis at first for an out, and a catch 
by Nick Palange. As the game progressed the 
Mariners went on to score six runs. However, 
starting in the second the Cardinals offense 
kicked into gear. Brandon Ricci had an RBI 
double.  The great hitting by the Cardinals 
continued with a singles by Joshua Robinson 
and Brett Davis and a Double by Demetre 
Aaron. Demetre started out the 4th inning 
with a spectacular diving catch at first. The 
fantastic hitting continued with a single by 
Nathan Huey a double by Jack Kost and a 
triple by Joshua Robinson. Although the 
Cards almost came back for the win, the final 
score was 9-7 Mariners. Despite the loss, the 
Cardinals left their fans satisfied with a great 
game of well played baseball.

Dodgers 16, Pirates 5: The Dodgers 
faced the Pirates for the first time this season 
on Saturday afternoon, and though it began 
as an evenly paced game, the Dodger bats 
came alive in the fourth inning and again in 
the fifth to rack up a total of 16 runs. The 
Dodgers were at the plate first and put three 
runs on the board with a forced walk and 
a two run single by Jake Massie.  But the 
Pirates answered back with three runs of their 
own, then held the Dodgers to one run in the 
second.  Ari Solomon at the mound kept the 
Pirates scoreless throwing three strikeouts.  
In the third, back-to-back singles by Brady 
Bosuego and Jake Massie eventually scored 
for two more runs thanks to Logan Miller 
who earned an RBI with a sacrifice ground 
out at first, and Nicholas Maestas who singled 
bringing Massie home.  On the mound Nick 
Massie kept the Pirates scoreless with two 
strike outs and his pickup of a grounder 
tossed to first baseman Tyler Nanney for an 

out. Then the Dodger bats got really hot in 
the fourth with Vincent McMasters’ lead-off 
triple with a powerful high flying ball to far 
left field.  Nick Massie followed Nanney’s 
on base walk with a ripping single to center 
right field bringing McMasters home.  Jake 
Massie again singled with an RBI as well as 
Victor Alonzo who knocked in a run.  With 
bases loaded, Solomon hit a line drive to 
center left field for a three-run double.  The 
Dodgers then held the Pirates to two runs 
thanks to fielding plays by pitcher Maestas 
to Nick Massie at first base, Solomon at 
home with a throw to McMasters at third, 
and a Maestas’ strikeout. At the top of the 
fifth, McMasters, Nanney, and Bosuego 
singled while Zachary Friedman, Maestas 
and Miller got on base to help bring in at 
total of five runs. On the mound, Alonozo 
finished off the Pirates’ last shot at scoring 
by striking out the side.

A Division: Philles vs Braves: Luke 
McFall and Jeffrey Wisoff both hit doubles 
to lead the offense. Top Offensive Players: 
Luke McFall, Jeffrey Wisoff

Pirates vs Phillies: Mikey Balzarini had a 
double in the first inning while Luke McFall 
made a great infield fly catch in the bottom 
of the second inning. Top Offensive Player: 
Mikey Balzarini. Top Defensive Player: 
Luke McFall

Farm: Ironbirds vs RiverDogs: The 
fans were treated to a very well played game 
between the Ironbirds and RiverDogs on a 
cool and breezy evening at the park. The 
stage was set as the players took the Field 6 
diamond for the first time this year and the 
Ironbirds started the game with some stellar 
fielding. A sharp grounder hit up the middle 
was stopped by Jimmy, holding the batter to 
a single. Garrett, the Ironbird first baseman 
made several great catches, not letting the 
Riverdogs take extra bases. The bats were 
hot for the Ironbirds too. In the second, Zak 
led off with a base hit followed by Jake rip-
ping one into deep right field. Then it was 
Jimmy's turn, he hit a solid grounder to the 
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right side of the infield and hustled to first 
for a single, driving in 2 runs. In the bottom 
of the second left-fielder Isaac made some 
great stops and nearly had a put-out on a 
deep fly ball, the ball just popping out of 
his glove. This inning also saw Zak scoop 
a hard grounder at third and solid throw to 
first for an out. The Ironbirds closed the 
game with strong hitting in the final inning. 
Garrett hit one deep to left for a 2 bagger. 
Jimmy drove home the run with a solid hit 
to left. The game was capped off by Hunter 
smashing his best hit of the night past the 
shortstop for a single. Top Offensive Player: 
Jimmy. Top Defensive Player: Isaac, a great 
game between two good teams...

T-Ball: River Cats vs Red Wings: The 
River Cats and Red Wings played 4 innings 
of great baseball Saturday at Bernal Fields. 
This game was special because it was the 
first "coach pitch" game of the season and 
both teams came out ready to play. Hits were 
flying, especially the Cats Charlie Morrow 
and his 4 home runs! Crisp defense, accurate 
throwing, and excellent sportsmanship led 
the way as both Teams played their best and 
had a lot of fun. For the RiverCats, Evelyn 
McLaughlin, Jeffrey Mauro, and Archie 
Powell all hit the ball well and Joseph Gibson, 
Tyler Ferrey, and Gavin LeBars all fielded 
well. Lead-off hitter Dash Knight stepped 
up and led the way, as his big brother Chase 
Knight had to sit out this week. For the Red 
Wings, Conor Baeseman, ALex Johnson, 
and Joshue Cooke powered the Offense 
and Tyler Homes and Kishan Gorur led a 
very strong defensive effort. Great game, 
River Cats and Red Wings. Top Offensive 
Players: RiverCats: Charlie Morrow, Jeffrey 
Mauro, Archie Powell...RedWings: Conor 
Baeseman, Alex Johnson, Joshua Cooke Top 
Defensive Players: RiverCats: Tyler Ferrey, 
Joseph Gibson, Gavin LeBars...RedWings: 
Tyler Homes, Kishan Gorur

Express vs Bulls: For the Express, all 
the players hit balls that were coach-pitched, 
including Tyler Cheng, Jackson Deaver, and 
Bianca Del Arroz.  For the Bulls, JT, Aarav, 
and Aidan, along with the rest of the team 
had fun hitting and a great game. Express 
top players: Bianca Del Arroz, Jackson 
Deaver, and Tyler Cheng. Bulls top players: 
JT, Aarav, and Aidan.

Granada Little League
Granada Little League highlights:
Majors - Phillies 8, Diamondbacks 0.  

Top Hitters Phillies - Andrews - 2B; OFerrell 
- 1B; Buranis - 1B.  Diamondbacks - Stanley 
- 1B; Shortridge - 1B.  Pitchers Phillies 
- Jared Buranis.  Diamondbacks - Michael 
Steim, Brett Rasmussen.  Phillies jumped 
out to an early lead and behind great pitch-
ing never looked back in their win over the 
Diamondbacks.

Dodgers 7, Diamondbacks 2.  Top 
Hitters Dodgers - Lind - HR, 2 RBI; Mc-
Millan - HR, RBI; Moylan - 3 Doubles.  
Diamondbacks - Reeves - 2B; Cuy - 1B, 
RBI; Wright - 2B.  Pitchers Dodgers - Nick 
Lind.  Diamondbacks - Michael Steim, Brett 
Rasmussen.  Dodgers jumped out to an early 
lead with solid hitting and two homeruns.  
The Diamondbacks rallied in the 4th, but 
the Dodgers closed it out with good pitching 
and solid defensive.

Minor AAA - Red Sox 7, Mariners 
10. Top Hitters Red Sox - Michael Thaete 
two 1B, run scored; Michael Silva two 1B, 
RBI, run scored; Brian Mahoney 1B, 2RBI, 
run scored. Top Hitters Mariners - Jackson 
Taylor two 2B, 2RBI 2 runs; Jake Gooby 
1B, 2RBI; Cody Bray 2B, RBI, run scored.  
Top Pitcher Red Sox - Jacob Dukes 3IP, 3K, 
2H, 2runs. Top Pitcher Mariners - Samuel 
Miller 3IP, 5K, 3H, no runs.  The Mariners 

jumped out in front by scoring 6 runs in the 
first two innings.  Closing in on the Mariners, 
with the help of some great defense behind 
the plate by Conner Sweeny, the Red Sox 
threatened the lead by scoring 7 runs in the 
final three innings.

Giants 12 Dodgers 23 Top Hitters Giants 
- Mathew Reddick- 2B, run scored; Woody 
Stultz- 2-1B, run scored; Justin Gutke 2-1B.   
Dodgers - Morgan Kelly 2B, Andrew Walker 
3B Luke Morrisroe 1B;   Top Pitchers Giants 
- Woody Stultz, Cade Shortridge; Dodgers- 
Mark Silverthorn, Drew Kujacich. Giants 
hitting was strong thru the 4th inning but 
Dogers rallied and win 23-12.

Minor AA - Yankees 4, Red Sox 4.  Top 
Hitters Yankees:  Hayden Glasco 2B, 2H, 2 
runs scored; David Rider 2B, 2H, 2 RBI, 1 
run scored; Cole Seely 2B, 1H, 2RBIs  Top 
hitters Red Sox-Devon Pearce, Jake John-
son, Chase Griffin and Jorden Garcia.  Top 
Pitchers Yankees:  Grant Borjon, Cameron 
Schrader.  Top Pitchers Red  Sox-Josh Col-
lom, Logan Greenough, Jordan Collom.  A 
solid competition with the Red Sox pulling 
ahead early  until the 4th inning rally by the 
Yankees to tie up the game. 

Yankees 14, Diamondbacks 8.  Top Hit-
ters D-backs - Derek Eijansantos 1B, 2RBI; 
Noah Wiesner 1B, 1RBI.  Top Hitters Yankees 
- Hayden Glasco 2B, 2RBI; Matthew Hall 
1B, 1RBI.  Top Pitchers D-backs - Quinn Ay-
ers, Nathan Hascom.  Top Pitchers Yankees 
- Alex Gonzalez, Grant Borjon.  In a battle 
of two tough teams, the Yankees prevailed 
in part due to Hayden Glasco's smash double 
into left field knocking in two key runs.  
Parker Hall and Scott McPherson kept the 
D-backs close with a strong defensive play 
in the 3rd inning.

Red Sox- 16 vs. Dodgers-3-  Red Sox tied 
the game in  second inning with 3 runs- and 
with the help of pitchers- Logan Greenough, 
Jordan Collom. Josh Collom- Top batters- 
Chase Griffin1B- 2RBI’s, Devon Pearce 
– 2B, Jason Wigginton- 1B-2RBI’s, Jordan 

Collom-3B, 1RBI-  Offense- Defensive 
Player of the game-Jake Johnston the Red 
Sox ended the action packed game with 
16 runs!

Minor A - Diamondbacks: (Offense) 
R.J. Little, Koston Markham, Carson 
Devine; (Defense) Amanda Price, Jacob 
Gutke, Andy Hankins. Oakland A's: (Of-
fense) Mateo Wilde, Brent Young, Jeffrey 
Winter, (Defense) Frank Silva, Noah Van 
Atta, Robert Zepeda.

Phillies: (Offense) Nick Hill, Nick Puso, 
Carson Tracey; (Defense) Jillian Collom, 
Matthew Kronmal, Brandon Yocham. Giants: 
(Offense) Ethan Payne, Jackson Newkirk, 
Ryan Grace; (Defense) Ethan James, Chris 
Schonholtz, Henry Kath.

Diamondbacks (Offense) Amanda Price, 
Koston Markham, Jacob Gutke. (Defense) 
Joey Keller, Bo Frank, RJ Little. Vs the 
Dodgers.

Mariners (Offense) Colton Osborn, 
Dylan Corker, Gavin Carreira; (Defense) 
Kyle Rodgers, Peyton Stultz, Tyler Marks.  
Yankees: (Offense) Aden Clements, Connor 
Crampton, Jacob Kilbane; (Defense) A.J. 
Morais, Brendan Paterson, Nicholas Raab.

Farm - Yankees - (Offense) JD Cerruti, 
Hudson Steele, Jake Addington (Defense) 
Andrew Berg, Luke Shepard, Bryce Tan-
ner; Diamondbacks (Offense) Nathaniel 
Caywood, Andrew Costello, Aidan DeMello; 
(Defense) Dylan MacDonald, Christopher 
Meinecke, Zachary Van Huis.

Pirates (Offense) Kyle Drobick, Wesley 
Short, Garrett Riddiough (Defense) Chase 
Kerezsi, Jake Fields, Landon Paden. A's 
(Offense) Colin McConnell, Daniel Knight, 
John Orsini. (Defense) Augustine Mascari, 
Ryan Hutchinson, Donovan Holmes.

Livermore American LL
Livermore American Little League 

highlights:
Junior 80's: LALL A's 28, Danville 

Tigers 4: Jonah Maranon went 4 for 4 with 
a triple; Kenney Williams was 4 for 4 with 
a homerun; Vince Bartoni was 3 for 3. 
Danville’s Jake Young was 2 for 2. Top play-
ers A's: Jonah Maranon, Kenney Williams, 
Vince Bartoni; Top players Tigers: Jake 

Young, Ryan Songey, Mitch Saxton.
 Majors: Indians 1, Giants 11: Despite a 

good effort by the Indians, the Giants offense 
was just too  much to handle.  Highlights for 
the Indians were a great catch in the outfield 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
The Granada High School varsity boys swim team pulled off an 
upset on Friday against Amador Valley.  The score was tied at the 
half but the Matadors were able to pull off the victory with many 
impressive swims, for a final of 95 to 91.  Granada varsity girls 
lost 107 to 79; Granada JV boys lost 121 to 48; and the Granada 
JV girls lost 118 to 68. In the photo swimmers compete in the 
back leg of the medley relay.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
Foothill and Livermore high schools battled in a softball game. 
Foothill came away with a 7 to 5 victory.  Stephanie Gilbert scored 
for Livermore. Foothill catcher, Taylor Vincent is waiting for the 
ball, which didn't arrive in time.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
Livermore High School lost to Foothill, 9 to 6, in varsity baseball 
action. Pictured are Livermore catcher Kevin Lois trying to stop 
Foothill's Matt Owen from scoring. Owen was successful in 
knocking the ball out of the catcher's mitt, scoring one of the 
Falcon's runs.
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by Daniel Crisp, defense by Miles McPeek, 
and an RBI single for Noah Brandt.  For the 
Giants, Cole Jacobs pitched a great game 
striking out 7, Sean Stavert went 3 for 3 
with 7 RBI's, and Jake Peterson a single and 
2 runs scored. Top players Indians: Daniel 
Crisp, Miles McPeek, and Noah Brandt; Top 
players Giants: Sean Stavert, Cole Jacobs, 
and Jake Peterson.

Red Sox 3, Giants 11: In a closer game 
than the score would indicate, the Red Sox 
battled hard until the last of the 5th when 
the Giants offense really came alive. The 
Red Sox' Gerry Roque and Sean Constable 
both had a clutch singles and Dylan Guillin 
had a great day on the mound.  Keys for 
the Giants were RBI double and single by 
David Harmison, a single and run scored 
by Aaron Spiller, and two  RBI singles by 
Justin Dalin. Top players Red Sox: Gerry 
Roque, Sean Constable and Dylan Guillin; 
Top players Giants: David Harmison, Aaron 
Spiller,and  Justin Dalin

 AAA Division: Rockies 16, Mariners 
7: The Rockies got off to a great start last 
Monday, keeping the score 6-0 against the 
Mariners in the first two innings. While 
it was a team effort, the Rockies dugout 
really wants to recognize one key player: 
Ranveer Dhaliwal (in his debut year) caught 
a fly ball at second base to get the first out 
of 2nd inning. While the Mariners finally 
started swinging in the last three innings, 
they ultimately went down 16-7 against the 
Rockies. Key Mariner players include: Cole 
Fairhurst (1 double, 2 RBI's, 1 run), Dominic 
Bartoni (2 runs), and Trevor Chapman (1 
double, 1 RBI, 1 run).

Giants 13, Diamondbacks 7: Great 
Rematch between the Diamondbacks and 
Giants.  Tyler McMahon pitched a great 
game with 5 strike outs and had 2 hits and 
2 runs.  Hunter Burke, Jordan Esling, Logan 
Miller and Dante De Mayo all had 2 hits as 
well. The Giants broke the game open after 
Tyler left and scored several runs.  Braden 
Jackson pitched a wonderful game, had 3 
hits and scored 2 runs.  Gerardo Cabassa had 
2 hits and 2 runs.  Tristin Mulrooney had 2 
hits and 1 run.  Giants won 13-7.

Mariners 3,  Angels 16: The Mariners 
Brandon Williams caught four fly balls 
Wednesday, when facing off against the 
Angels. But teamwork and consistent fielding 
with very few errors gave the Angels the 16-3 
win. Contributing to that effort were Ralph 
Miller (3 runs), Connor Johnston (1 single, 
1 RBI, 2 runs), and of course Andrew Scull 
(homerun, single, 6 RBI's, pitched to 2 play-
ers both K's). On the Mariners side, Brandon 
also hit 2 doubles and 2 RBI's, while Bobby 
Payne (1 single, 1 run) and Cody Skinner (1 
triple, 1 RBI) also had good games.

Padres 4, Angels 6: The Padres jumped 
out to a 3-0 lead in the first inning but the 
Angels came back and scored six runs in the 
fourth inning.  Despite the Padres scoring 
another run, the Angels held on for a 6-4 
win.  The Angels were led by Andrew Scull 
who had 6 strikeouts and a double.  Miguel 
Echeverria had a triple and an RBI and Logan 
Cole doubled with an RBI in the Angels big 
inning.  For the Padres, Christopher Kilday 
played solid defense at second base, Griffin 
Bateson struck out 8 batters in three innings 
pitched, and Noah Reno had a home run 
and 2 RBIs. Padres top players: Christopher 
Kilday, Griffin Bateson, Noah Reno; Angels 
top players: Andrew Scull, Miguel Echever-
ria, Logan Cole. 

 AA Division: Tigers 6, White Sox 0:   
The Tigers got out to an early lead in the first 
inning and held on to defeat the White Sox 6 
to 0. Trystan Lemas made a nice play for the 
White Sox at 2nd  base, spinning around to 
throw the runner out at 1st base. The Tigers' 
Matthew Klein had a double in the second 
inning. Top Tigers players: Matthew Klein, 
Ian Parttidge, Mason Arnold; Top White 
Sox players: Cole Greb, Trystan Lemas, 
Jordan Burress. 

 Reds 4, Indians 2: Both teams played a 
great game, each producing their first home 
run of the season.  Scott Ragatz, Indians, 
pitched a solid  3 innings.  Ryan Nostrand of 
the Indians hit a home run in the 4th inning, 
while Julian Stroud of the Reds hit a home run 
in the 5th.  Nick Delisle of the Reds singled 
and stole second base in the fifth.  Grant 
Peterson caught a pop fly in the 4th inning.   
Both teams gave it all they had, and gave the 
parents on both teams a good show. Top play-
ers Reds: Julian Stroud, Jonah Wagner, Nick 
Delisle; Top players Indians: Ryan Nostrand, 
Scott Ragatz, Grant Peterson. 

Astros 3, Cubs 4:  The Astros and the 
Cubs met up for another extremely close 
game.  In this match-up, both defensive and 
offensive skill were necessary.  The Cubs 
threatened early on a well-hit single and 
good base running by Shane Clifton, but 
the Astros' pitching prevented any additional 
hits.  The Astros took an early lead, putting 2 
runs up in the 1st with solid RBI singles by 
both Michael Honeycutt and Bailey Kemp.  
In the 3rd inning, Astros infielder Jonathan 
Song made a great defensive play with a 
back-hand snag and quick throw to first to 
get the runner and shut down the inning.  
The Cubs' Sam Bush also made a great 
play in the 3rd with his catch of a foul ball 
near third base to end the Astros' rally.  The 
Cubs turned up the heat in the 4th inning.  
Shane Clifton and Emilio Lopez both had 
RBI singles which led to 3 runs scored and 
put the Cubs ahead.  The Cubs threatened 
again in the 6th, but Astros catcher Michael 
Honeycutt made a fantastic play at the plate 
to tag the runner out and hold the Cubs to 
one run in the 6th.  The Astros then matched 
that run on a line drive single and excellent 
base running by Gavin Napier.  But is wasn't 
enough due to the great pitching from Shane 
Clifton, and the Cubs took the win with a 
final score of 4 to 3.

 Indians 6, Tigers 0: For the Tigers: Ken-
dall Hornbeck – hit a huge double in the 3rd 
inning; Mason Arnold – had great pitching 
in the 1st half of the game, hit a single and 
threw a man out at 1st base in the 3rd; Grant 
Hrdlicka – hit a single and stole 2nd base in 
the 2nd inning. For the Indians: Jeremy Davis 
– hit a single to bring Scott Ragatz home 
for the 1st run of the game; Nick Bouillerce 
– pitched a solid 3 innings; Scott Ragatz – hit 
a double in the 4th which brought home Nick 
Bouillerce and Andrew Arruda.

T-Ball: A's vs. Giants: For the A's: Aidan 
Andrews - Good hit and fantastic runner got 
a home run. Tyler Oclese - hard hitter, great 
runner  Robert Seymore - Excellent runner, 
hit a home run, was part of a double play. 
For the Giants: Connor Toland - great hitting 
and running; Caden Gereb - outstanding 
defense; Keoni Hurskin - good hit, Giants 
player of the game. 

Livermore National LL
Livermore National Little League 

highlights: 
Majors: Dodgers 3, Cardinals 0: Dodger 

pitchers Michael Nelson and Wyatt Penny-
backer cominbed on a 1 hit shutout to beat 
the Cardinals, 3-0. The dynamic duo also 
struck out 13 Cardinals batters. Pennybacker, 
Dylanger Rucker and Derion Hampton 
scored the only runs of the game.  Cardinals 
pitchers Bubba Furr struck out 4 and Addison 
Westbrook fanned 2. Michael Moore had the 
lone hit for the Cardinals.

 Cardinals 6, A's 5: The Cardinals rallied 
from an early 5-0 deficit for a come from 
behind 6-5 win over the A's. William Bretz, 
who went 2 for 2, hit a sharp single to right 
to knock in Frank Gomez for the winning run 
with 1 out in the bottom of the 6th inning. 
After giving up 5 runs in the first, Cardinals 
pitcher Donivan Winters settled down and 
gave up no runs the rest of the way. Bubba 
Furr pitched a scoreless 6th and struck out 
two batters, while getting a basehit, stolen 
base and run scored on offense.  Thomas 
Triantos struck out 9 Cardinal batters in 4 
innings work and went 2 for 3 at the plate 
with a run scored. Isaac Dugger also pitched 
well, striking out one.  Josh Williams hit 2 
doubles, stole a base and scored a run for 
the A's offense.

 Giants 9, A's 8:  The game was all A’s 
with a 6-0 lead going into the fifth inning. 
A’s Grant Lowenstein pitched four shutout 
innings.  A’s Victor Ordonia hit a single in the 
second for a RBI.  Isaac Dugger hit a double 
straight past center field in the second and 
had a single in the fourth.  The Giants found 
their bats in the fifth.  All in all at the, end 
of the fifth the score was 7-6 Giants.  Steve 
Bruan was on fire in the fifth and sixth inning: 
He hit a triple with two RBIs  with a game 
total of 4 RBIs.   Josh Blaha, Devin Illareguy,  
Brett Wilkenson,  Riley Miller and  Magum 
Resler-Miller all had hits and scored in the 
fifth inning. JohnyTyree came into pitch for 
the Giants.  He only allowed two base hits 
in the fifth and two in the sixth. 

AAA Division: Giants 7, A's 9:  The Gi-
ants Michael Friesen and Tyler Doyle showed 
consistent pitching. David Salinas had a great 
hit. A good game by all. For the A’s, the bat 
hit the ball 25 times. 6 players crossed the 
plate, and there were 10 hits. The pitchers 
threw 12 strikeouts. Great Little League 
Baseball was played at this game.

Cardinals 8, Padres 3:  Both teams 
showed great defense and pitching through-
out the game. The Cardinals' Ian Slominski 
pitched 3 strong innings and contributed with 
the bat as well. Defensively for the Padres, 
Damon Walker picked off a runner at first 
base with the bases loaded and Spencer 
Kramm pitched 4 solid innings with Joel 
Cook behind the plate. Defensively for the 
Cardinals, it was Shon Saulovich in left field 
making a run-saving catch in the 5th and Trey 
Olsen coming in to pitch 3 solid innings to 
secure the win.

Cardinals 2, Giants 1:  Cardinals and Gi-
ants played a great defensive game. For the 
Giants, Joey Sullivan had a big hit to center 
field in the 4th inning. Victor Samara came 
through with a 2 out hit in the 6th. Michael 
Friesen pitched 2 shutout innings to start the 
game and hit 2 for 2 with the only Giants RBI. 
For the Cardinals, defensively - Ian Slominski 
threw out 2 runners at 3rd base; Jake Winslow 
played well at 3rd; Cole Rees played well 
at 1st. Kade Gomes pitched 6 great innings. 
Offensively - It was pretty tight and hits were 
few, but Trey Olsen and Ian Slominski got 
on base and scored the 2 runs. 

Giants 7, Dodgers 3: The Dodgers' Vas-
silis made a nice fly ball catch in left field. 
Zack Ostrtander pitched 5 tough innings and 
played great at the 6th spot. Jacob Rasmus-
sen hit 2 for 3 and came in to pitch in relief 
to help slow down the Giants. Giants Tyler 
Doyle made a great catch in center field in 
the bottom of the 1st, preventing 2 runs from 
scoring. John Takemura pitched 4-1/3 innings 
allowing the Dodgers hitting machine just 3 
hits and 1 run. Andrew Messner continued 
his stellar defense in the infield to help limit 
the Dodgers offense to just 3 runs.

Padres 10, Giants 9: Padres starter Joel 
Cook pitched a strong game.  Spencer Kramm 
had a solid hit with an RBI. Giants Joshua 
Zielinski and Luke Hernandez both had 3 
hits. They also combined for great defense 
at catcher. David Salinas had 2 hits with 
good defense at 2nd base. But Padres Javier 
Geuerra, with some solid plays, defeated the 
Giants 10-9. 

AA Division: Cardinals vs. Rockies: 
For the Cardinals: Syd Bokka had a great 
hit; Jocob Lord had a RBI; Dylan Breesch 
had a great hit; Jonas Lindquist had a great 
hit. For the Rockies: Jacob Garcia flyball 
catch; Ronald Martindill flyball catch; Jocob 
Peterson did a great job pitching; 

 Diamondbacks vs. Cardinals: Both 
teams hit and fielded well keeping each other 
at bay.  Solid hits from the Diamondbacks 
Matthew Hartford, Darren O' Neill, and 
defensive play from Colton Berlinn.  The 
Cardinals had a fine pitching performance 
from Mateo Moncada, along with hard hits 
from Austin Shadbolt, and Dylan Breech. 
For the Diamondbacks: Colton Berlinn 
- Great pitching and plays to first; Jacob 
Vane - recorded multiple outs at first base; 
Matthew Hartford - great double; Jumanne 
Smith - great double. For the Cardinals: 
Matco Macada - great pitching; Drew Dil-
lion - pop fly catch & great pitching; Austin 
Shadbolt - 2 doubles.

 Diamondbacks vs. Giants: Bobby Farner 
played a wonderful game for the D'Backs 
as pitcher by striking a batter out and as an 
infielder when he stopped a grounder at first 
base. Darren O'Neil and Antonio LaManna 
made good base hits to help the D'Backs. 
Grant Ikeda helped on the defensive side 
by playing left field. For the Dodgers, Blake 
Freeland had some great fielding and did well 
as a pitcher late in the game.  Jeremy Theobald 
made some good defense of plays on first 
base.  Will Nordvik and Casey Wilcox were 
good hitters this game for the Dodgers

A's vs Cardinals: For the A's: TJ Tester-
man played outstanding at 3rd base. Nate 
Findley powered a double hit into center field. 
tommy Lafkowski had a great hit into center 
field. For the Cardinals: Sean Haley had a 
great hit. Cameron Aslin played an agressive 
game. Jack Bosso had a powerhit

 A Division: Black Giants vs. A's: 
For the A's Jackson Nystrom provided the 
firepower with several hard hits, including 
a double that carried to the fence.  Landon 
Wiedenfeld provided strong defensive play 
for the A's.  The Giants rocked back with 
Noah Lignell hitting a double and a couple 
of hard hit singles.  On the defensive side 
for the Giants, Collin McDowell threw out 
a couple of batters from the pitcher position.  
Jack McDowell hit strong and played solid 
defense and ended up with the game ball

Cardinals vs. Athletics: Monday's game 
was a balanced and well-played effort by 
both teams.  Ryan Hanley's excellent field-
ing at third base produced two important 
outs for the Cardinals.  Sundar Thomas was 

commended for his enthusiasm and consis-
tency.  The Cardinals showed solid batting 
throughout the game, but Alex Alamillo's 
strong hitting and agile base running and 
Caden King's forceful single were especially 
noteable.   The Athletics' Jackson Nystrom 
was exceptional on offense, and Brandon 
Umeki made a valuable defensive contribu-
tion to his team.

Cubs vs. Padres: The players gave it their 
all at this sunny Saturday afternoon game. 
On the Cubs, Joey Mifsud, Josh Spencer 
and Patrick Connelly gave their all both 
hitting and in the outfield. On the Padres, 
Kyle Sands played well even after an injury. 
Bobby Pollard made a few unassisted outs. 
Matt Fiedor was on fire with hitting and in 
the outfield.

Cardinals vs. Black Giants:  Austin Sta-
tham, playing first base, started the Cardinals' 
defense on a great note, making all three outs 
in the first inning.  He later made a superb 
play as catcher when he caught a hard foul 
tip.  The Cardinals' offense shone throughout 
this game.  Nico LaManna had strong hits in 
several innings, and Ryan O'Neill's powerful 
swing resulted in some very hard line drives, 
advancing many runners.  Dominic Scott also 
produced well as a hitter, and was awarded the 
game ball by the coaches for his impressive 
efforts.  On the Giants, Rylan Myhre made 
noteable defensive plays all day, including 
making three outs in a single inning.  Derek 
Craven was a star on offense, hitting balls 
all over the field. 

Cardinals vs. Athletics: Monday's game 
was a balanced and well-played effort by 
both teams.  Ryan Hanley's excellent field-
ing at third base produced two important 
outs for the Cardinals.  Sundar Thomas was 
commended for his enthusiasm and consis-
tency.  The Cardinals showed solid batting 
throughout the game, but Alex Alamillo's 
strong hitting and agile base running and 
Caden King's forceful single were especially 
noteable.   The Athletics' Jackson Nystrom 
was exceptional on offense, and Brandon 
Umeki made a valuable defensive contribu-
tion to his team.

Dodgers vs. A's: It was a fantastic day for 
a baseball game.  For the Dodgers, Nathaniel 
Nagengast and Aiden Follis both had great 
hits and made great defensive plays.  Also, 
Nolan Kelly did a super job with his bat 
and his glove for the Dodgers. For the A's, 
Brayden Nunes hit the ball hard and made a 
great catch on a pop up to get the batter out.  
Landon Wiedenfeld also made some great 
defensive plays and rocked the ball each time 
at bat.  Hayden Henry received the game ball 
for his excellent hitting.

Diamondbacks vs. Orange Giants: Great 
hitting by the Orange Giants. Landon Tatinho 
had a big hit just inside the 3rd baseline and 
London Bishop hit a lazer through the infield. 
The D-Backs big hitter was Jared Higuera 
with a huge hit to the grass. Defensive plays 
were impressive for both teams. The Orange 
Giants 3rd baseman, Adam Patterson, had a 
nice grab for an out. The D-Backs catcher, 
Brandon Sandoval, made sliding catches 
and even caught a pop-up foul. In addition, 
Gavin Powers and Jimmy Rodriguez made 
defensive outs at 1st base.

Diamondbacks vs. Athletics: Defensive 
players for the A's made great plays. Jacob 
Hutchingson made a play at 2nd to get an 
out and Evan Nystrom did great catching 
balls in the first. Scott Dougherty from the 
A's earned the game ball for his offensive 
and defensive plays. The Diamond Back had 
two outstanding hitters, Seth LeChuga and 
Michael Mal. The defense for the D-Backs 
looked great with Wyatt Jackson and Jared 
Higuera's fast and accurate fielding

T-Ball: Dodgers vs. Rockes:  Sebastian 
Salcido had 3 solid at-bats while Tyler Siegel 
had a huge hit in the 3rd inning.  Stephen Mal 
had a great game while playing catcher and 
making two outs at home plate.  Mal had the 
eyes of a tiger. On the Rockies, both Larry 
Wisely(#12) and Sandra Gonzales(#66) 
played well offensively and defensively. 
Both Sandra and Larry hit the ball very hard 
every inning. Larry fielded several balls in 
both the infield and outfield. Sandra caught 
every ball that came her way and completed 
her throws to first base.

Dodgers v. Giants:  For the Dodgers, 
Drew Ochse, Matthew Nordstrom and Ste-
phen Mal all hustled in the outfield and at bat. 
For the Giants, Issaiah Yamamoto earned the 
game ball with his powerful hits. Justin York 
smashed the ball to the fence. Zachary Hoob-
ing showed excellent hustle in the outfield. 
The kids just keep getting better!

Cardinals vs. Cubs: For the Cardinals 
defense, Jay Hawkins was a great outfield 
defender and Luca Montalvo had a beautiful 
first base throw.  Aleksandr Cortes drew ap-
plause from both sides for his multiple third 
base outs.  On offense, Charlie Latowski 
nailed the ball for a first base hit with Luca 
Montalvo following suit with another power-
ful line drive.  The Cubs proved to be quite 
the competitors with strong talent on both 
offense an defense as well.

Pleasanton Girls Softball
Pleasanton Girls Softball League 

highlights:
T-Ball:  Me and My Friends Deli vs. 

Mancebo Corporation: Good pitching by 
Camille Borris, first base play by Tasha 
Laberg, and running by Peyton Limkak-
eng; excellent play as well by Sarah-Rose 
Nicolson, Dara Aleja, and Olivia Soble. Top 
Players:  Me and My Friends Deli - Dara 
Aleja, Sarah-Rose Nicolson, Olivia Soble; 
Mancebo Corporation - Camille Borris, Tasha 
Leberg, Peyton Limkakeng

TIMMCGUIRE.NET Alain Pinel Real-
tors vs, Me & My Friends Deli: Ruby Duncan 
made a solid hit between first and second 
and also did a great job catching in the first 
inning.  Sara Kracke played well at first base 
and showed great throwing.  Ciara Stapleton 
played first base and pitcher and had some 
powerful throws throughout the game.  Oliva 
Soble played catcher this game and also had 
great hits.  Ashlee O'Dell had a perfect hit 
off the tee for an easy run to first.  It was 
Makenna Meyer's first time catching and 
she did a great job.  Top Players:  TIMMC-
GUIRE.NET Alain Pinel Realtors - Ciara 
Stapleton, Ruby Duncan, Sara Kracke; Me 
& My Friends Deli - Ashlee O'Dell, Makenna 
Meyer, Oliva Soble

Mancebo Corporation vs. Healthy 
Necessity Massage: Mancebo Corpora-
tion squared off against Healthy Necessity 
Massage in a spirited game.  Starting off 
for Mancebo Corporation, Emma Rathjen 
and Tasha Laberge-Shusterman had some 
big hits, while Molly Smith showed great 
improvement and commitment on the field.  
Healthy Necessity Massage players Natalia 
Badger and Mihika Bhatnagar showed their 
speed running the bases, while Kaitlyn Lemus 
did a great job fielding the ball. Top Players:  
Mancebo Corporation - Tasha Laberge-

Shusterman, Emma Rathjen, Molly Smith;  
Healthy Necessity Massage - Natalia Badger, 
Mihika Bhatnagar, Kaitlyn Lemus

Mancebo Corporation vs. Hyatt-Sum-
merfield Suites:  Top Players:  Mancebo 
Corporation - Camille Boris, Peyton Limka-
keng, Emma Rathjen;  Hyatt-Summerfield 
Suites - Brooke Inman, Ella McCarthy, 
Natalie O'Sullivan

Floor Coverings International East Bay 
vs. Richert Lumber Co., Inc.:  Top Players:  
Floor Coverings International East Bay 
- Kimberly Ebbers, Anna Taylor, Bella Wah-
ber; Richert Lumber Co., Inc. - Kylie Beeby, 
Kylie Fleshman, Emily Mackin

Micro Division: Contra Costa Co. Public 
Auto Auction vs. ImagesByLori.com: Top 
Players:  Contra Costa Co. Public Auto 
Auction - Mary Clingerman, Megan Guerra, 
Chloe Sarin; ImagesByLori.com - KK Allard, 
Lourdes Kinnard, Tori Vargas

Jabwire Tigers vs. Delores Gragg, Real-
tor – Diamonds: Jabwire had great catching 
by Kristina Cuevas, awesome pitching by An-
nika Huston and a big hit by Maddie Shimy.  
For Delores Gragg, Realtor, Noe Jue scored 
after great base running, Frankie Cardoza 
pitched an awesome inning and Kayla Gon-
zaga brought in a run. Top Players:  Jabwire 
– Kristina Cuevas, Annika Huston, Maddie 
Shimy; Delores Gragg, Realtor – Frankie 
Cardoza, Kayla Gonzaga, Noe Jue

Greyhound Properties vs. Contra Costa 
Co. Public Auto Auction: For Greyhound 
Properties, Lexi Whitney did a fantastic job 
pitching for two innings and Kelly Meyrath 
did well at first base.  Stella Kruschke made 
an out playing at third base. For Contra Costa 
Co. Public Auto Auction, Lydia Muentz had 
a good day batting and playing first base.  
Jenna Benner made a good catch at home and 
Alyson Marzocco piched well. Top Players:  
Greyhound Properties - Stella Krushke, Kelly 
Meyrath, Lexi Whitney;  Contra Costa Co. 
Public Auto Auction - Jenna Benner, Alyson 
Marzocco, Lydia Muentz

All Star Sports vs. The Hopyard Ale-
house and Grill:  Top Players:  All Star 
Sports - Maddie Beyer, Sarah Amy Liggett, 
Sydney Walsh;  The Hopyard Alehouse and 
Grill - Emily Gossett, Estellina Kovacs, 
Marin Tollefson

Mini Teal Division: Blueline Company 
4, Genworth Financial 0: Sofia Gluck had 
three base hits, scored a run, and made a 
great line drive catch.  Paige Scoffield caught 
a fly ball to make an out.  Theresa Colberg 
pitched a great third inning and scored a run. 
Top Players:  Blueline Company - Theresa 
Colberg, Sofia Gluck, Paige Scoffield

Tri-Valley Orthopedic Specialists 11, 
State Farm Insurance–Leslie Wolf 8: State 
Farm Insurance–Leslie Wolf:  Angelina 
Padua pitched with confidence; great job 
at catcher by Chloe Engel; big hit into 
outfield by Alexis Blascka.  Tri-Valley 
Orthopedic Specialists:  strong pitching by 
Brooke Reimer; excellent outfielding by 
Emily Yamasaki; superb hitting by Aliya 
Lubrin. Top Players:  Tri-Valley Orthopedic 
Specialists - Aliya Lubrin, Brooke Reimer, 
Emily Yamasaki; State Farm Insurance–Les-
lie Wolf - Alexis Blascka, Chloe Engel, 
Angelina Padua

Tri-Valley Orthopedic Specialists 6, 
Genworth Financial 3: Top Players:  Tri-
Valley Orthopedic Specialists - Madeline 
Baalman, Sophie Clinton, Addyson Mapes; 
Genworth Financial - Chloe Beidleman, 
Jorie Fanfa

Genworth Financial 9, Tri-Valley Ortho-
pedic Specialists 1: Genworth Financial got 
off to a fast start and Tri-Valley Orthopedic 
Specialists could not stop Genworth Finan-
cial.  Solid hitting from Genworth Financial 
and good fielding held the home team to one 
run. Top Players:  Tri-Valley Orthopedic 
Specialists - Ashley Lopez, Aliya Lubrin, 
Regan Mah; Genworth Financial - Hailey 
Fanfa, Aniza Munoz

City Beach 5, Blueline Company 3: 
Hannah Schott was a big hitter for Blueline 
Company and Hunter Faria's pitching held 
City Beach in the fourth inning.  City Beach 
had stellar defensive plays at short stop from 
both Shreya Nagdev and Johanna Abello, 
while Hannah Gossett lead the City Beach 
offense.Top Players:  City Beach - Johanna 
Abello, Hannah Gossett, Shreya Nagdev; 
Blueline Company - Hunter Faria, Han-
nah Schott

Mini Black Division: Ogden Costa 
Creative Group 5, Bob's Giant Burgers 2: 
Top Players:  Ogden Costa Creative Group 
- Isabella Bollack, Julia Camello, Sarah 
Mirr; Bob's Giant Burgers - Michaela Cabral, 
Claire Fuller, Olivia McGee

Ogden Costa Creative Group 4, Con-
struction Testing Services 3: Top Players:  
Ogden Costa Creative Group - Sarah Costa, 
Lindsay Dillion, Amanda Hoffman; Con-
struction Testing Services - Lauren Hermes, 
Kaitlyn Jones, Nicole Riordan

Minor Teal Division: Construction 
Testing Services 9, Robert Half International, 
Inc. 4: Construction Testing Services: Anna, 
connected for a big hit with an RBI and scored 
a run for the team!  Sonora, great catch and 
made an out at first!  Maggie, great plays on 
third and threw twice to first for two outs.  
Robert Half International, Inc.: Katlyn, made 
great plays out in the field.  Nagisha, excellent 
hustle and focus.  Jackie, fantastic pitching 
and stellar at bats. Top Players:  Robert Half 
International, Inc. – Caitlyn Sigua, Nagisa 
Smalheiser, Jackie Wood; Construction 
Testing Services – Sonora Andrews, Anna 
Swanson, Maggie Cirves

J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 16, Robert 

Half International, Inc. 7: Robert Half Inter-
national, Inc.: Talia Florio, fabulous hitting 
and pitching; Audrey Morse, great play at 
second base; Adriana Kock, wonderful ef-
fort and great hit at bat.  J. Lohr Winery–Jeff 
Meier: Abby Sage, good tag out of runner at 
second base; Julia Oltman, RBI bringing in 
Gabby Hughey; Tori Palma, first inning two 
runs single. Top Players:  Robert Half Inter-
national, Inc. – Talia Florio, Adriana Kock, 
Audrey Morse; J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 
- Julia Oltman, Tori Palma, Abby Sage

Construction Testing Services 12, 
ViewMobileDental.com 5:  Top Players:  
Construction Testing Services - Maggie 
Cirves, Aarushi Saharan, Claire Wagner; 
ViewMobileDental.com - Mia Battilega, 
Juliana Pribela

Association Management Solutions, 
LLC 3,  TIMMCGUIRE.NET Alain Pinel 
Realtors 3:  Top Players:  Association 
Management Solutions, LLC - Julia Goetz, 
Grace Gundermann, Helena Haase; TIMMC-
GUIRE.NET Alain Pinel Realtors - Samantha 
Dunlop, Charli Faris, Karlee Schweitzer

Construction Testing Services Visitors 
Score 7, Association Management Solutions, 
LLC 6:  Top Players:  Association Manage-
ment Solutions, LLC - Krista Buescher, Ava 
Cristobal, Hannah Myers; Construction Test-
ing Services - Shivi Bhatnagar, Erin Browne, 
Isabella Withrow

Minor Black Division: ACC Environ-
mental Consultants Inc. 6, TPC Softball 3: 
TPC Softball’s Emily Trinidad crushed a 
triple into left field.  ACC Environmental 
Consultants Inc.'s Jenyce Dutcher’s RBIs 
contributed to their win.  TPC Softball's 
Paige Heacox’s infield running backwards 
fly ball catch.  ACC Environmental Con-
sultants Inc.'s Christina Echavia's pitching. 
Top Players:  TPC Softball - Lauren Blach, 
Paige Heacox, Emily Trinidad; ACC Envi-
ronmental Consultants Inc. - Jenyce Dutcher, 
Christina Echavia, Madison Soble

Major Teal Division:  Kevin Martin, At-
torney at Law 15, Cardinal Jewelers 6: Nicole 
Lupo hit a home run and made two great 
plays for Cardinal Jewelers.  Tori Koth hit a 
clutch single that scored three runners, big hit!  
Maddy Franzella played a solid second base 
with a base hit.  Sarah Bounar made a great 
catch in right field that helped prevent a big 
inning.  Kevin Martin, Attorney at Law hit 
very well and played great defense.  Aleece 
Hughes and Sydney Smith both knocked 
in two runs each.  Aimee hit a double that 
scored two as well.  Monique knocked in a 
run with a single and played good defense 
at third base, with a great catch on a pop 
up hit foul, for the final out of the game. 
Top Players:  Cardinal Jewelers - Maddy 
Franzella, Tori Koth, Nicole Lupo; Kevin 
Martin, Attorney at Law - Aleece Hughes, 
Sydney Smith, Sarah White

ViewMobileDental.com 16, Cardinal 
Jewelers 9: ViewMobileDental.com scored 
throughout the game with big hits from 
Mirada Paulos, Lucy Brunwich and Shelby 
Slate.  Bailey Costello shut down the game 
with solid pitching in the last inning.  Cardinal 
Jewelers came from behind a few times dur-
ing the game with big hits from Maranda Reil, 
Kathryn Kitayama and Tori Koth.  There was 
also solid catching in defense for Cardinal 
Jewelers by Kamryn Brown.

Edge Gymnastics
Edge Gymnastics team members  com-

peted in the women's Jr. Olympics Level 9 
Western Championships held in Des Moines, 
Iowa. Chow's Gymnastics hosted the event 
which is also the home gym to Olympian 
Shawn Johnson.

Results: Level 9: Junior 5 age Group: 
Hannah Hitchcock, 8th vault 9.225,  21st 
bars 8.7, 21st beam 8.9, 5th floor 9.325, 19th 
All Around 36.150

Junior 7 age group: Vinnesa Narvaez,  
2nd vault 9.475, 14th bars 9.075, 2nd beam 
9.45 , 16th floor 9.075,  6th All Around  
37.075

Granada Frosh Baseball
The Granada Freshmen Matador’s de-

feated the Cal High Grizzlies at home today 
(6-2) in frosh baseball. This win extends the 
Matador’s league record to (4-2) - overall 
record to (14-3). The Matador’s defense 
was lead by Anthony Olmo who pitched a 
complete game giving up 7 hits, while strik-
ing out 9 Cal batters. The Matador bats came 
alive early in the game dominating the Cal 
defense with 9 hits for the game. Leading 
the Matador offense was Anthony Olmo, 
Miles Mastrobouni, Kyle Campiotti, and 
Alex Davis who each had doubles.  

 

Youth Football and Cheer
Livermore Youth Football and Cheer is 

the longest established football/cheerleading 
program in Livermore. This is the 36th year 
of fun, family, football and cheer.

The league is supported by Granada 
High School, Livermore High School, 
Valley Christian High School, and The 
Diablo Valley Youth Football Conference. 
The program emphasizes education, family, 
and the football knowledge and techniques 
that prepare athletes for the exact structure 
of high school and collegiate football and 
cheer programs. Competition is against 
teams from cities, structured around the 

East Bay Athletic League. This is the only 
program in Livermore offering this level 
of instruction. 

The Football program is offered for 
athletes from 7 to 14 years old, and the Cheer 
program is offered for athletes from 5 to 14 
years old. Practice starts August 2. Everyone 
who signs up will participate. There is an early 
registration discount of just $75 until April 
30. There are discounts on fees for families 
with multiple athletes. Payment plans are 
available on a limited basis. 

Visit the program website at Liver-
morekids.com or call the athletic director 
Eric with questions at (925) 200-1556 or e 
mail Livermorekids@grnail.com

 
Golf Tournament

Tri-Valley Learning Corporation is 
hosting the Sixth Annual Livermore Valley 
Charter School Golf Tournament and Dinner 
at Poppy Ridge on Friday, May 21, 2010. 

Proceeds from this event will benefit 
Livermore Valley Charter School, Livermore 
Valley Charter Preparatory, and Tassajara 
Preparatory High School. The cost of each 
golf tournament ticket is $175. The golf 
tournament will be followed by a banquet 
dinner. Dinner will be $55 per person.

For more information go to www.
arounddublinblog.com/livermore-ca-lvcs-
golf-tournament-dinner-2010/

 
PGSL Board

Notice is hereby given that Pleasanton 
Phantom Girls Softball League is accepting 
nominations for its 2011 Executive Board 
of Directors. Nominations are to be made 
at the board's regularly scheduled meeting 
on Thursday, May 20, 2010 at the Hyatt 
Summerfield Suites, 4545 Chabot Drive 
, Pleasanton , CA 94588 . The meeting 
begins at 8:00pm. Voting will take place on 
Saturday, May 22, 2010. All adults 18 years 
of age and older who are associated with the 
League (i.e. player parents, coaches, board 
members) are eligible to vote. Ballots will 
be available on Saturday (5/22/10) at the 
Pleasanton Sportspark next to the Snack 
Bar by GSB 7.

Family Fun Day
Pleasanton Foothill Little League invites 

the public to take part in its 2nd annual Family 
Fun Day on Saturday, May 15 from 11:00am 
to 3:00pm at the Bernal Fields in Pleasanton.   
There will be a BBQ, carnival games, bounce 
house, obstacle course, and more.  Want to 
know how fast you pitch?  Run over to the 
pitching booth sponsored by TPC.  Vendor 
booths include Jamba Juice, Tri-Valley 
YMCA, PFLL Merchandise, Phill Doyle 
Photography, face painting, tattoos, cotton 
candy.  Bid on baskets at the silent auction. 
There will be raffle prizes. A free shuttle ser-
vice will be provided for your convenience.  
The shuttle will run from 9:00am to 5:00pm, 
between Pleasanton Middle School and the 
Bernal Fields in Pleasanton.  

Inline Hockey
Valley Inline Hockey in Livermore is 

preparing for summer with Youth League 
signups on Saturdays, May 8 and 15. Signups 
are at the rink from 10am-1pm.The rink is 
located behind Junction Ave Middle School 
with parking off Ladd Ave. Leagues include 
Mites (ages 6 and under) free learn to play 
and skate class; Squirts (ages 7-10), PeeWees 
(10-13), and Bantams (13-16).  Equipment  
can be borrowed, except for skates. For 
more details on costs and league call us at 
925-443-1500 or check the web at www.
valleyrollerhockey.net.

Bowling News
Steve Maciorski, in the Tuesday Match 

Point, rolled the first 11 strikes to end with 
his career high game of 299 at the Granada 
Bowl in Livermore. Also in the Thursday 
morning Donna's Mixers league, Becki 
Sauneuf, with a 109 average, bowled 128 
over series. 

Allyson Trevett rolled 63 over average 
with a 220 game, DJ Ratcliff bowled a 200 
game in the Getaway Fours league.  Some 
high Scores in the Tuesday Match Point 
league: Alvin Bettis 257, Jerry Estep 252, 
Mark Eiden and Eric Joergenson 245, and 
Clint McFaddin 244.  Fred McCarrell bowled 
a 279 game in the 4 Season Guys & Dolls 
league with Jerry Friesen right behind him 
with a 276 game. David Markkula in the 
Cheyenne league roled 199-237-204 to finish 
136 over series average.  In the same league, 
Steven Lloyd bowled 67 over  average with 
a 215 game. Brian Johmann in the Early 
Years Reno Getaway league, rolled 81 over 
average with a 265 game, Frank Danneil had 
a 255 and Steve Reitz a 230. Bob Elson in 
the Friday Family Affair league bowled  68 
over average with a 228 game. Dan Stuber 
in the Generation Gap turned in a 246 game 
and Frank Danneil a 237.
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and flood issues.
Cutting costs is an issue. Greci 

noted that the district has been 
trying to improve its relationship 
with water retailers. The district 
is working on cutting costs to 
keep rates down. He explained, 
“The general manager is not 
being given a raise. The board 
is not taking a pay increase. We 
are not filling positions through 
attrition.”

He believes the effort to 
change the “culture” at the dis-
trict has gone well. There is a 
good staff. A consultant was 
brought in to listen to their con-
cerns. “I don’t think there is a 
problem with the board. We have 
a strong, cohesive board. It’s a 
pleasure to serve on it.” He noted 
that it is the board’s responsibility 
to reinforce staff and to improve 
camaraderie if it is financially 
feasible. “I think the general 
manager (Jill Duerig) is doing a 
good job,” he added.

When it comes to recycled 
water for irrigation and agricul-
ture, Greci said the district can’t 
make it happen, because of the 
cost. Zone 7 does provide un-
treated water for agricultural use. 
His concern with using recycled 
water is that it contains a high 
level of salts. That is not neces-
sarily good for agriculture.

He spoke about conserva-
tion. “The biggest goal is to stay 
focused on conservation. Water 
saved is water earned, because 
the district has to take less out of 
the aquifer. The less we pump, 
the better.”

As for convincing people to 
conserve, it’s a matter of aware-
ness, he said. “People are smart. 
If they are going to save money 
by conserving, they will do it.”

The Delta is an ongoing issue. 
There are a lot of interactions and 
ongoing efforts to come up with 
a strategy that is responsive to 
the needs of both the Delta and 
water users. He didn’t know how 
it would all play out.

He said there is a bill before 
the state senate now that would 
eliminate Fish and Game restric-
tions on striped bass fishing. 
Greci said that is one of the best 
ideas that has been proposed. 
The bass are not indigenous. 
They may be eating the smelt 
that caused the courts to place 
restrictions on pumping water 
out of the Delta. 

Greci admits that every time a 
solution is proposed for the Delta, 
it is challenged. “If somebody 
doesn’t like something, the way 
they stop it is to tie it up in a law-
suit. We have to work together to 
solve issues.”

He added that the state needs 
the water bond.  It establishes  a 
Delta stewardship council that 
will look at the overall issues 
of the Delta. It will look at the 
option of building a canal or a 
pipeline to determine the best 
way to move more water. Greci 
said that tunneling is a little bit 
more expensive. However, there 
are fewer environmental issues. 
An EIR would be less costly. 
If you burrow underground, 
less study of the land has to be 
completed.

Greci is looking forward to the 
chain of lakes. “I have a strong 
personal interest. I used to swim 
and fish in those lakes.” The lakes 
are important, because they allow 
the district to divert water from 
the arroyo at a time when it has 
the least impact on downstream 
activities. The lakes provide 
sustainable storage and a good 
way to recharge the underground 
basin. They are already built. 
The district would only need to 
build a diversion system, Greci 
pointed out.

He wasn’t sure that there 
would be recreational uses. That 
would require the district to deal 
with manpower and safety issues. 
“Zone 7 is not in the recreation 
business.”

Of the future, Greci said the 
key is to keep the current board. 
It works well together. The ex-
perience of the board members 
allows it to come up with strate-
gies to manage resources and to 
monitor what will happen in the 
Delta.

A.J. MACHAEVICH
Machaevich has worked as a 

project manager for the past 16 
years. Currently, he works for 
the Chabot-Las Positas Com-
munity College District on the 
Las Positas IT building. He is a 
Livermore resident.

He says he is running for the 
Zone 7 board as a way to give 
back to the community. He comes 
from a political family and would 
like to continue the tradition. In 
addition, he is curious about the 
district’s plans and would like 
to be involved in discussing and 
implementing them. 

He believes his experiences 
provide him with the ability to 
look at a project’s pluses and 
minuses. He says he has the 
technical knowledge to be able 
to talk to workers and at the 
same time work respectfully with 
management.

In response to the idea of cre-
ating a utility district, Machaev-
ich said he didn’t know enough 
about it. However, if consolida-
tion provided efficiencies, that 
could be a plus if it were done 

properly. “If it takes control from 
the public and too much work is 
given to outside consultants, I 
may be a little hesitant.” He said 
he would need to conduct more 
research in order to provide a 
definitive answer.

One way he would cut costs 
would be to make sure there are 
no double jobs. “I would look 
at everything that’s going on. If 
two people were working at the 
same job, I would retrain one. 
That would provide two people 
with specialized knowledge in 
different areas, while at the same 
time having a back-up for the 
original task.”

He isn’t aware of a consultant 
having been brought in to work 
toward changing the “culture” at 
Zone 7. “If there are problems, I 
hope the consultant can send the 
district in the right direction,” 
he stated.

As a board member, he could 
help with the effort, he added. 
“I’m a good communicator. I 
know how to work with everyone 
from the little guy to managers. 
People dont’t see me as a threat. 
I would hope that I could bring 
some options to the table to im-
prove communications.”

When it comes to the use of 
recycled water, Machaevich said 
the number one issue is public 
safety. Secondly, it should be 
properly labeled and transported. 
It is important to make sure the 
water contains no contaminants. 
He said, “I know some projects 
have used recycled water incor-
rectly and people have gotten 
sick.”

While conservation is impor-
tant, Machaevich believes that it 
is important to develop additional 
sources for water. One thought 
is desalination of ocean water; 
another was adding more pumps.  
He didn’t necessarily support 
building more reservoirs. 

The district should offer in-
centives for water conserva-
tion where possible. Reminding 
people to turn off the tap, rather 
than let water run is an example, 
he stated. “The public needs to be 
educated and reminded.”

When it comes to the Delta, 
he said he is already involved. He 
owns a home in Discovery Bay 
that is on ag water. “There is no 
water bill. We use as much water 
as we want,” he said. Part of the 
education process he is talking 
about in relation to conservation 
includes farmers. They need to 
conserve, whether it is the use of 
a drip line or some other method. 
“Agriculture may use more water 
than it needs.”

As for a solution to the Delta 
issues, Machaevich said, “You 
can’t satisfy everyone all the 
time. Additional work is needed. 
I would listen to what the public 
wants and go with the majority. 
If the public wants to use water 
freely, then we need to look into 
additional resources. However, I 
think California residents support 
conservation.”

He said that the water bond 
appears to make sense. “How-
ever, I don’t know a lot about it, 
other than the Delta does need 
attention.”

The chain of lakes are a great 
idea. They provide more open 
space in the area. “Open space 
is one of the reasons I moved to 
Livermore. I’m looking forward 
to the chain of lakes.”

One issue he is interested in is 
keeping any BART extension to 
Livermore away from the chain 
of lakes.

VIC MACIAS
Macias is a Dublin resident. 

For many years he was in charge 
of maintenance at the Oakland-
Alameda Coliseum, making sure 
that changes and clean-up went 
smoothly for the different ven-
ues. Changing the field from foot-
ball to baseball or for concerts 
was part of the task. He recently 
retired after seven years of direct-
ing a staff of eleven instructors at 
the San Ramon training center of 
the Northern California Laborers 
International Union.

Macias served in Vietnam, 
coming home with a Silver Star, 
Purple Heart and Air Medal for 
Heroism. He was part of an air 
calvary unit and went down four 
times.

Macias said he is running for 
the board because he believes 
that Dublin should have repre-
sentation. “The city has not been 
represented,” he declared.

He believes job history and 
military experience will serve 
him well as a board member. He 
was in charge of people, giving 
orders and making the right deci-
sions. “It teaches you how to treat 
people, how to respect them. I 
learned to organize, to plan ahead 
for a worst case. I believe what 
I learned can be applied to busi-
ness and to the water district,” 
he stated.

With his experience in run-
ning the budget-wise coliseum 
and cost analysis, he thinks he 
has something to contribute to 
Zone 7. 

He doesn’t think that one large 
utility district to handle both wa-
ter and waste management would 
necessarily be a good idea. “If all 
of the cities had the same needs it 
might work. Local control works 
better.” He wouldn’t support the 

idea unless representatives from 
each of the valley cities discussed 
it and agreed to it.

When it comes to water rates, 
Macias said that employees have 
ideas that can save a lot of money. 
The board needs to reach out to 
them, to listen to employees and 
management both. Since they are 
involved with the daily work of 
the district, they have better ideas 
about what can be done to save 
money and to make the district 
work better, explained.

Rates should reflect the im-
portance of maintaining infra-
structure. Without proper infra-
structure, there is waste and rates 
increase, he added.

Recently, there have been 
news stories about dissension 
within the district between man-
agement and staff. A consultant 
has been brought in to help solve 
the issues. 

Macias said he attended one 
of the meetings where the board 
talked to employees. “I think 
it was a great meeting. People 
were speaking their minds. The 
employees were exact about what 
wasn’t working and what could 
be done to improve the situation. 
It was pointed out that looking 
at work on paper isn’t the same 
as working with the employees 
themselves.”

He said the board can play 
a part in changing the culture. 
Over the years, he said that he has 
learned to be objective. “Instead 
of being reactive, it is important 
to be active, to get out there and 
find out what’s going wrong. 
I know to look at both sides. 
Listening is important. Wanting 
to do what’s right and to respect 
management and employees is 
important in moving forward.”

When asked about recycled 
water, he said he did not have 
enough knowledge to respond. 
“I’m still learning what the 
role of the district is,” he com-
mented.

Conservation of water is im-
portant to continue. If voluntary 
conservation doesn’t work, per-
haps there could be different 
charges. People who use more 
water, could be charged a higher 
rate.

The district receives most of 
its water from the Delta. Macias 
described it as a pie with every-
one wanting the biggest piece 
- agriculture, cities, and envi-
ronmentalists. He would divide 
the water by need. “If they are 
building more houses, cities need 
more water. At the same time, 
farmland is being taken. I would 
rather have our produce grown 
locally, than import it. Water for 
agriculture is important. Without 
environmental protections, the 
Delta would collapse. “There 
needs to be a way to strike a bal-
ance among the various demands 
for water.” 

He said the water bond ap-
pears to be a good step.  It would 
establish  a Delta stewardship 
council that will look at the 
overall issues of the Delta. “Any 
council should be nonprejudicial. 
Anything that supports the Delta 
would be good.

Macias stated, “I am still 
learning. The board president in-
vited me to call with questions. I 
think that shows the board is open 
to improvement and in working 
together to solve concerns and 
issues facing the water district.”

SARAH PALMER 
Palmer, a Livermore resident, 

teaches alternative and renewable 
energies in the Regional Occupa-
tional Program in the Livermore 
and Pleasanton school districts. 
She is a biochemist who has also 
taught at the university level. 
She was first elected to office 
in 2006.

Palmer said she is running 
again because she feels it is im-
portant to serve the community. 
“Water is something I know.” 
As an educator and scientist, she 
believes she brings an important 
viewpoint to the board. “I bring 
an important perspective of sci-
entific logic and the knowledge 
about the need for the public 
to understand how water af-
fects their lives. It is important 
to educate the public, to help 
them make good decisions for 
themselves when it comes to 
water use.

Asked about creating one 
large agency that handles both 
water and waste disposal, Palmer 
said that she believes the sugges-
tion is “jumping the gun. Each 
agency is concerned with its 
own issues. Keeping the local 
viewpoint is important. I don’t 
think the community is ready for 
a regional agency with regional 
interest.”

One of the reasons behind the 
proposal has been the ever in-
creasing rates approved by Zone 
7 and the Dublin San Ramon 
Services District. Palmer noted 
that only one city has failed to 
keep up with the rate increases, 
Pleasanton. It is also the city that 
suggested a one agency option. 
“We have provided information 
to Pleasanton on why the rates 
have increased.  I think it was a 
mistake for them not to increase 
rates. While I appreciate Pleasan-
ton’s point of view, I think it was 
the wrong direction to take.”

Palmer said that the board has 

directed the agency to see if there 
were options to reduce costs so 
the rate  increase could be less. 
Currently the proposal is for an 
8 percent increase. Last year, the 
increase was 15 percent.

The rates do more than pay 
for water. “It is important to plan 
ahead. While, the district has a re-
placement and maintenance plan, 
there are things that cannot be 
planned for.” She used as an ex-
ample the water pipe near Wente 
Vineyards that broke. “You have 
to have enough in the bank for 
emergencies, to take care of a 
service the public absolutely 
needs,” stated Palmer.

There have been attempts to 
reduce costs, she said. There is 
a soft hiring freeze. More use is 
made of in-house expertise rather 
than hiring consultant, and the 
district is not purchasing items 
that it would like to have, but 
doesn’t necessarily require.

Recently, there have been 
news stories about dissension 
within the district between man-
agement and staff. A consultant 
has been brought in to help solve 
the issues. 

 “The process has been really 
interesting,” stated Palmer. It has 
been a good self-examination. 
There had been indications there 
was discontent. For the most part, 
the board’s job is to stand back 
from every day functions. This 
time the board got more involved, 
stated Palmer. She commended 
the general manager. “I think 
she is making a concerted ef-
fort to change the culture. I do 
believe we are going in the right 
direction.”

Palmer said the new manage-
ment advisory team has been a  
good step. Employees are feeling 
more empowered. “You have to 
let key people feel empowered 
and allow them to make deci-
sions. I think that is happening. 
As a board member, I  have 
worked to help open up com-
munication. A  committee has 
looked at how upper manage-
ment is functioning. I believe 
there is a change towards more 
transparency.”

Using recycled water for 
irrigation and potentially for 
agriculture water in North Liver-
more is a function of the cities 
and DSRSD. “Recycled water is 
an excellent idea,” said Palmer. 
“However, when using it, keep in 
mind that it is saltier. The district 
has to monitor its impact on the 
groundwater basin.”

When it comes to conserva-
tion, Palmer said people tend to 
have short memories. “Once you 
remove the immediate threat, 
they don’t worry about water. 
Conservation is still important. 
Conserving is where education 
comes in. Water is not always 
available in large quantities. It 
is important to plan for its not 
being there. As a water agency, 
staff has looked at the worst case 
scenarios.”

The district receives its water 
from the Delta. Palmer stated, 
“The life of the Delta has to 
take priority. Unless it is alive 
and functioning, the rest doesn’t 
happen. We do have to support 
people. They have to live. That 
is the reality. We do have to be 
practical.” With agriculture, the 

environment and cities vying 
for the water, Palmer predicts 
that not all demands can be met. 
“We will have to make hard 
choices.”

Zone 7 has spent over $3 
million in participating in Delta 
studies. “It is an important invest-
ment,” she believes. “The Delta 
use is one of the crucial questions 
to have answered in terms of 
water availability.”

The current water bond mea-
sure that voters will be asked to 
approve does not include funding 
to build a second conveyance for 
water, said Palmer. It establishes  
a Delta stewardship council that 
will look at the overall issues 
of the Delta. It will look at the 
option of building a canal or a 
pipeline to determine the best 
way to move more water. 

“I am in favor of the pipeline. 
It has less impact on the land,” 
Palmer continued. She explained 
that the canal would take large 
quantities of land from farmers. 
There is also concern about water 
rights. With a pipeline there is no 
evaporation. It is more secure 
from people dumping things into 
the water, and at 150 feet deep 
is less vulnerable to earthquake 
damage.

The board has yet to take a 
position on the bond. Palmer said 
that is one of the issues on the 
board’s plate to discuss.

Palmer concluded that she 
tries to do what’s best for the 
agency and for the people who 
elected her.

BILL STEVENS
Stevens was elected to the 

board in 1998. He is a geotechni-
cal engineer who works for a ge-
ology firm in Pleasanton. Stevens 
lives in Livermore.

He wants to continue on the 
board to make use of the exper-
tise he has gained during his 12 
years of service. “It takes four to 
six years to understand the intri-
cacies of the water business,” he 
pointed out.

Stevens said the idea of com-
bining utilities (water, flood 
control, waste disposal) into one 
district isn’t a new one. He said 
a consultant was hired when he 
first came on the board that sug-
gested creation of a municipal 
utilities district. The general 
manager didn’t want to deal with 
the politics, he explained.

Stevens also said that Zone 7 
wholesales water. It makes more 
sense to retail it. Why have three 
different retailers, he asks. “Our 
main goal is to provide good reli-
able water and flood control. Cit-
ies have their own agendas. The 
district is an apolitical system.”

What Zone 7 is doing, is 
moving towards becoming an 
independent district. Currently, it 
is part of Alameda County. “Now 
that we have secured water, it is 
time to think of becoming inde-
pendent. It could result in cost 
savings,” he said. For example, 
Stevens said, accounting has to 
prepare budgets for Zone 7 and 
the county. They are due at differ-
ent times. Accounting spends all 
of its time preparing budgets. 

Stevens also felt it would be 
an advantage for the district to 

negotiate its own contract with 
unions. “We want more control,” 
he declared.

When it comes to the “cul-
ture,” he said it’s always been as 
it is. Any time there is a regime 
change, the new general manager 
will operate differently. In gen-
eral, public agencies don’t like 
change. The previous general 
manager squashed dissent. The 
current manager is trying to do 
something about it.

The goal is to become more 
efficient. When that happens, 
rates go down. “We want to make 
employees accountable, to be 
part of the change. The process 
has to work. Changes comes from 
the top down. It won’t happen 
without the full backing of the 
board, the general manager and 
management.” He pointed out 
there is a study underway that 
asks employees if they want to 
separate from the county. The 
results will be very important in 
determining which direction the 
district goes,” said Stevens.

When it comes to recycled 
water, Stevens said he doesn’t 
support using recycled water that 
is not treated to the fullest extent. 
His concern is contamination of 
the groundwater basin. Salts go 
into it and have to be removed. 
While reverse osmosis is more 
expensive, having to remove 
salts is also expensive. The key 
to recycled water is the chain of 
lakes. The recycled water can be 
mixed with other water to reduce 
the salt levels.

He said that people need to 
continue to conserve water. Res-
ervoirs are low. All the recent rain 
accomplished was the beginning 
of an increase in the level of the 
reservoirs. Stevens pointed out 
that Zone 7 will only receive 40 
percent of its water allotment 
from the state this year. People 
need to continue to achieve a 20 
percent reduction in water use.

Stevens said of the Delta, it is 
time to start leveling the playing 
field. “I think farmers should 
receive more for the long term 
well being of California. Cities 
and environmentalists can’t take 
all the water. There has to be a 
balance among the competing 
groups. The balance has been 
tilted too much in one direction,” 
he stated.

He said the water bond would 
only result in a waste of money. 
More money needs to be spent on 
looking at the economics of how 
the water in the Delta is allocated. 
“As a director, I have to support 
taking water. As a citizen, I’m op-
posed to taking water away from 
people who live along the Delta. 
It’s unethical.” He particularly 
objected to sending more water 
south. “They should conserve. 
They have a lot of political 
power. Water will always flow 
south,” he declared.

The chain of lakes is the future 
of this valley in providing water 
reliability and flood control, 
stated Stevens. The lakes are one 
of the reasons he wants to remain 
on the board, to see them come to 
a reality. As it stands now, Zone 
7 will have title to the chain of 
lakes when the mining operations 
are completed.

ZONE 7
(continued from page one)
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 436610-436611
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1)Experience 
Disc, 2)Triple Point Advisors, 
3266 Chablis Court, Pleas-
anton Ca 94566 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Gauri Reyes, 3266 Chablis 
Ct., Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Gauri Reyes
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 30, 2010. Expires 
March 30, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2755. Publish  April 15, 22, 
29, May 6, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 436942
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Vega’s Land-
scaping, 1039 Bluebell Dr. #3, 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Samuel Vega, 1039 Bluebell 
Dr. #3, Livermore Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on April 7, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Samuel Vega
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 7, 2010. Expires April 
7, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2756. Publish  April 15, 22, 
29, May 6, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437013
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Lalman, Inc. dba:
Del Valle Lodge, 3979 First 
Street, Livermore Ca 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Lalman, Inc., 3979 First 
Street, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on December 
27, 1996.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Sabhash L. Patel
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 8, 2010. Expires April 
8, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2758. Publish  April 15, 22, 
29, May 6, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437014
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Deepesh, Inc., 
dba: Sands Motel, 3787 First 
Street, Livermore Ca 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Deepesh, Inc., 3787 First 
Street, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 9, 1996.
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Sabhash L. Patel
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 8, 2010. Expires April 
8, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2759. Publish  April 15, 22, 
29, May 6, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 436535
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Manbha-
van Catering, 4386 Diavila 
Ave., Pleasanton Ca 94588 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mukta Arora, 4386 Diavila 
Ave., Pleasanton Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mukta Arora
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 29, 2010. Expires 
March 29, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2760. Publish  April 15, 22, 
29, May 6, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 436986
The following person(s) doing 
business as:dgbestdeals, 
2648 St Helena Ct., Livermore 
Ca 94550 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Dennis D. Gordon, 2648 St. 
Helena Ct., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on April 1, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Dennis D. Gordon
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 8, 2010. Expires April 
8, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2761. Publish  April  22, 29, 
May 6, 13, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 436376
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Hey Nay Nay 
Ink Dba: The Bracelet Bar, 
252 Main St., Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Nancy K. McKain, 95 Wind-
ward Common Unit 2, Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Nancy K. McKain
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 24, 2010. Expires 
March 24, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2762. Publish  April  22, 29, 
May 6, 13,  2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 436612
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Performance 
Landscape Service, 5781 
Preston Avenue, Livermore 
Ca 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Plants Direct Inc., 5781 Pres-
ton Avenue, Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 

above on August 9, 1996.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Darrell L. Amaral
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 30, 2010. Expires 
March 30, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2763. Publish  April  22, 29, 
May 6, 13, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437044-437045
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:1)Painted 
Tree Winery, 2)Painted Tree 
Cellars, 6776 Preston Ave, 
Ste C, Livemore Ca 94551 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
One Varia LLC, 6776 Preston 
Ave Ste C, Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:John Gash
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 9, 2010. Expires April 
9, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2764. Publish  April  22, 29, 
May 6, 13,  2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437659-437660
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:1)Water & 
Wastewater Management 
Solutions, 2)Water & Waste-
water Management Systems, 
2385 Sandpiper Way, Pleas-
anton Ca 94566 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Stephen S. Cusenza, 2385 
Sandpiper Way, Pleasanton 
Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Stephen S. Cusenza
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 23, 2010. Expires 
April 23, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2768 Publish May 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437652
The following person(s) doing 
business as:DVF Construc-
tion, 145 Topaz Way, Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
David Valente Freese, 145 
Topaz Way, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David Freese
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 23, 2010. Expires 
April 23, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2769 Publish May 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437600
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Savant!x 
Ventures, Inc. DBA: Sport 
Clips, 4338 Las Positas Rd., 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 

registered by the following 
owner(s):
Savant!x Ventures, Inc., 
4726 Cindy Ct., Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David C. Trabert
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 22, 2010. Expires 
April 22, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2770 Publish May 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2010.

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
NOTICE is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will be 
accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 907, 
Oakland, CA 94612 NET-
WORKING/NORTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFP #900734 for Electric 
Vehicle Charging Stations, 
Wednesday, May 19, 2010, 
10:00 a.m. – General Ser-
vices Agency, 1401 Lakeside 
Drive, 11th Floor, Room 1107, 
Oakland, CA NETWORKING/
SOUTH COUNTY BIDDERS 
CONFERENCE RFP #900734 
for Electric Vehicle Charging 
Stations, Thursday, May 20, 
2010, 2:30 p.m.. – Dublin Pub-
lic Library, 200 Civic Plaza 
Drive, The Program Room, 
Dublin, CA Responses Due 
by 2:00 pm on June 28, 2010 
County Contact: Evelyn 
Benzon (510) 208-9622 or 
via email: evelyn.benzon@
acgov.org Attendance at 
Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Information 
regarding the above may 
be obtained at the Alameda 
County Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org. 
5/6/10
CNS-1851870#
The Independent Legal No. 
2767. Publish May 6, 2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are at Petsmart in Dublin 
from  1 to 4, and PetCo in San 
Ramon from 11 to 3.  803-
7043 or  www.tvar.org

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara  925 243-8000 to let 
49,118 households know!

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED  
CAR HERE. Call  

Barbara  at   
925-243-8000

0R  www.independent-
news.com  Pay by Credit 

Card   
for any Classified or 

Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 
Light housekeeping er-

rands transportation meal 
prep personal care. Please 

fax resume  
925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH VENDING! Be 
Your Own Boss! Your Own 
Local Vending Route. In-
cludes 25 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. Multi-
Vend LLC, 1-888-625-2405. 
(CAL*SCAN)

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

George C. Wolfer
It is with great sadness that the 

family of George announces his 
passing in his home on April 27, 
2010, after a brief illness. 

George was the beloved 
husband of the late AnnaBelle 
Wolfer, caring father of Dorothy 
Young, Vicky Kerr (Randy), Di-
ane McGuire (Mick), and Donald 
Smith (Alyson); devoted grand-
father to Robin, Jennifer, Raelene 
(Chris), Jamie (Rob), Jackie 
(Daryl), Roxanne, Charlotte, and 
Samantha; great-grandfather to 
Alyssa; brother to Evelyn, and 
companion to his very dear and 
good friend, Nora. George was 
preceded in death by his parents 
Bertha and Andrew Wolfer, and 
brothers Charlie and John, and 
sister, Louisa.

George was born in Spo-
kane, WA on July 12, 1930. 
He attended John Rogers High. 
George joined the Navy and 
saw combat during the Korean 
Conflict. George was honorably 
discharged in 1951. In 1952, 
George embarked on his new 
career with Kaiser Aluminum, 
(retiring in 1987), in Livermore, 
CA, where he made his home for 
the last 41 years. George loved 
to travel, especially going up to 
the Oregon and Washington area, 
camping and sight-seeing. 

George loved working on 
home improvement projects, 
working on the computer, relax-
ing in his home, and enjoying his 
family. He will be greatly missed 
by his family and friends. 

Friends and family attended 
a memorial service on Monday, 
May 3 in Livermore. In lieu of 
flowers, please make donations 
to the charity of your choice in 
memory of George.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Robert W. Routh
September 18, 1919 – April 

18, 2010
“Bob” passed away peacefully 

on April 18, 2010, at the age of 

90. He was surrounded by family.  
He was the second son of James 
& Caroline Routh, born in New 
York, Sept. 18, 1919. He was 

ra ised  in 
San Diego, 
and lived 
the last 53 
y e a r s  i n 
Livermore.

B o b , 
along with 
his brother 
James, at-
tended UC 
B e r k e l e y 

and were members of the Phi 
Tau fraternity. Bob earned his 
degree in biochemistry and did 
graduate work prior to working 
in the chemistry labs at Standard 
Oil in Point Richmond, CA where 
he met his future wife, Laura 
Cook. They married on March 
6, 1943.

Bob then worked for Cutter 
Laboratories in Emeryville as 
head of the department manu-
facturing penicillin.  Later he 
headed the department making 
the polio vaccine.  In 1957 Bob 
joined the Lawrence Livermore 
Laboratory and retired in 1984 
after 27 years 

A devoted, loving husband 
and father, Bob enjoyed spending 
time with his family, no matter 
what the event or activity.  He 
loved working with his hands 
and remodeled every family 
home, often with his father-in-
law, Marshall H. Cook.  Bob also 
became an excellent ceramicist, 
perfecting the art of Raku.

Bob enjoyed sharing his love 
of the high mountains of the 
Pacific Northwest during family 
vacations, camping and fishing.  
He joined a group of fellow back-
packing enthusiasts, the “Yuks,” 
for annual backpacking trips in 
the high Sierra Mountains. 

Bob is survived by his wife, 
Laura Cook Routh, daughters 
Susan Routh Bowman of Nash-
ville, TN, Kacy Routh of Liver-
more; grandchildren Brandy 
Kwan of Castro Valley, Tracy 

Lautenslager of the UK, Robert 
Lautenslager of Alameda, and 
nine great grandchildren:   Gabri-
elle Blasquez of Livermore, Nick 
Reiner of Chico and Camille, 
Mason, Ian, Natalie, Alex, Abby 
and Maggie Kwan of Castro 
Valley.

Friends and family are invited 
to a life celebration in Bob’s 
honor on Saturday, May 8, 2010 
at 2:00 pm at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church on Vasco Road 
in Livermore.

Kathleen "Kate" Wheatman
Kate Wheatman passed away 

on May 2, 2010 after a brief and 
rapid illness. She was surrounded 
by her loving family.

Born in New York City, on Sept. 
3, 1948, Kate attended Trinity 
College in Washington, D.C., and 
Boston University.  She worked 
in Human Resources at Cal-State 

Hayward , 
and retired 
after more 
than twen-
ty years in 
Employee 
C o m m u -
n i c a t i o n s 
f r o m  t h e 
Federal Re-
serve Bank 

of San Francisco a few years ago.  
Since then, she has been active 
providing publicity and grant-
writing services for local com-
munity agencies including the 
Tri-City Free Breakfast Program, 
Tri-Valley Writers, healthcare 
related foundations and other 
volunteer activities.

Kate guided two beautiful 
and intelligent daughters through 
their school and college years, 
providing constant, supportive 
counsel and unconditional love. 
She loved travelling, walking, 
reading, movies and being with 
family and friends.  Her favorite 
music came from Bob Dylan, 
Bruce Springsteen and many 
others.  She was always more 
concerned with the well-being 

of others than herself, and if you 
were her friend, you were her 
friend for life.  Her smile, sense 
of humor, genuine empathy for 
others and spirit for life will be 
missed by many.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 38 years Victor, daugh-
ters Laura Wheatman Hill of 
Philadelphia, and Rebecca Clair 
Wheatman who attends college 
in Los Angeles.  There are also 
two recently adopted kitties in the 
family, Jazzy and Sophie, who 
miss her very much.

A viewing will be held Gra-
ham Hitch Mortuary 4167 First 
Street, Pleasanton Monday, May 
10 beginning at 5 PM.  Tuesday 
May 11, will be a celebration of 
her life also at Graham Hitch at 11 
AM, followed by brief ceremony 
at Pleasanton Memorial Gardens/
Pioneer Cemetery at 5780 Sunol 
Blvd Pleasanton, and a reception 
at Century House 2401 Santa 
Rita Road, Pleasanton.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a gift to any medically-
based cancer research foundation 
or to Hope Hospice of Dublin, 
California in Kate?s name.

 

The Livermore Police Depart-
ment will present a Motorcycle 
Safety Awareness event in down-
town Livermore on Saturday 
May 8, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  This event is free to 
the public. It will focus attention 
on motorcycle and scooter safety 
for riders.

This event will take place 
around Carnegie Park located 
on Third St. between South “K” 
and South “J” Streets.  Livermore 
Police Department traffic unit 
personnel will be on hand to 
discuss and promote motorcycle 
safety. 

There will be static displays 
of recent motorcycle collisions to 
promote discussions of safe rid-
ing and displays of safety equip-
ment such as helmets, jackets, 
gloves, and boots.

Officers will conduct free 
inspections of motorcycles for 
adherence to California Vehicle 
Code sections regarding safety 
equipment. Officers will not be 
issuing citations for missing or 
improper equipment, and will 
help riders determine if their 
motorcycles or scooters meet all 
applicable laws.

Motor officers will put on 
motorcycle riding skills dem-
onstrations at 11:00 a.m. and 
1:00 p.m. 

The LPD Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness display trailer will 
be at this event.  The display 
trailer contains two motorcycles 
that were involved in collisions 
that killed the riders.  The riders’ 
stories and the details of their 
collisions are part of the display 
trailer, and it is hoped that seeing 
the results of these collisions can 
help other riders make safer rid-

ing choices. 
There will be opportunities 

for community members to ride 
their own motorcycles during this 
event.  There will be a skills prac-
tice area to work on low speed 
skills and turning maneuvers.  
There will also be “Slow Races” 
held throughout the event where 
community members can try 
their luck at riding more slowly 
than the police motor officers. 

In addition to Livermore 
Police Department displays, rep-
resentatives from the Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation, Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Department 
Civilian Motorcycle Training 
Course, the California Motor-
cycle Safety Program, the Bay 
Area Riders Forum, and 1Rider 
will all have display booths pro-
moting motorcycle safety and 
motorcycle safety training.

Livermore motorcycle dealers 
for Harley Davidson, Aprilia, 
and BMW/KTM will participate 
in this event and have displays.  
Various motorcycle vendors will 
have motorcycle safety displays 
including a track day organizer. 

This event is designed to be 
an educational experience for all 
levels of motorcycle and scooter 
riders.  The hope is that everyone 
can learn something at the event 
and ride safer in the future.  There 
will be opportunities for the pub-
lic to participate in motorcycle 
riding skills events. There 
will be raffles held throughout the 
event, with of prizes to be given 
away to those who attend.

Funding for this event has 
been provided through a grant 
from the Office of Traffic Safe-
ty.

Livermore Police to 
Present Motorcycle 
Safety Awareness Event
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BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

Opportunity Knocking
Auto Sales

Self-Motivated
Easy Schedule

No Experience Needed
       Will Train!

Benefits
Apply Within
Or Online @

LivermoreAutoGroup.com
 Call Parm or Ravi @

(925) 294-7700
Ford / Lincoln / Mercury

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK. 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up 
to $1,500 Part Time to $7,500/
mo. Full Time. Training pro-
v ided.  www.KTPGlobal .
com or call 1-800-330-8446. 
(CAL*SCAN)

FIREFIGHTERS WANTED. 
Paid training, good salary, 
$ for school, regular raises, 
benefits, retirement. HS grads 
ages 17-34. Call Mon-Fri 1-
800-345-6289. (CAL*SCAN)

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECH. Must be H.S. grad 
ages 17-34. No experience 
needed. Paid training, ben-
efits, vacation, regular raises. 
Call Mon-Fri. 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)

TRUCK DRIVERS: CDL 
training. Part-time driving 
job. Full-time benefits. Get 
paid to train in the California 
Army National Guard. Up to 
$20,000 bonus. www.Nation-
alGuard.com/Truck or 1-800-
GO-GUARD. (CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

SLT NEEDS CDL A TEAM 
DRIVERS  with Hazmat. 
$2,000 Bonus. Company 
teams paid  $0.68 for all miles. 
Owner operators paid up to 
$1.70 per mile.  1-800-835-
9471 (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER-COMPANY  Ex-
perienced OTR Drivers and 
Teams. Consistent Miles, 
Excellent Health Benefits, 6 
mo. OTR experience & current 
CDL. 888-463-3962. www.
USATruck.jobs eoe m/f/h/v. 
(CAL*SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos & 
Hazmat Teams) * GREAT 
PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS - ACT NOW! Top 
5% Pay, 32-38 cpm. Excellent 
Benefits. Need CDL-A & 3 
mos recent OTR. 877-258-
8782. www.meltontruck.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

38,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara   

CARDBOARD BOXES 
ALL SIZES

You Pick-up,
 Old Steel CAMPER SHELL 
for Shortbed Pick-up Truck.

 FREE to a Good Home.
 925 447-8215

STEREO CONSOLE 
AM/FM

Turntable, 8 Track Player, 
Does Work

Needs Cleaning, Cabinet 
Good Shape

925 321-6038

MOVING? FREE BOXES
CALL 925 321-4800

FREE REFRIGERATOR/
FREEZER

Whirlpool Refrigerator/
Freezer Double Door Beige 

Works Perfectly Missing 
Veggie Bin.

Call 925 846-3751.
125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Place your household items 

here for sale. Call  
925 243-8000 or go on-line 

at  www.independentnews.
com 

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSL      B (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/DU-
P L E X / H O U S E / T O W N -
HOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let  38,000 households/busi-
nesses  find out about it. 
 To place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

HOUSE FOR RENT
Near LLNL: 2bd, 1bath 
lovely yd, appliances, AC, 
storage, $1350 1st/ last.
klsnow@roadrunner.com 
661943-7984

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

Advertise in The Independent 
amd reach over 38,000 homes 
and businesses with your ad 
placement. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE By Advertis-
ing with The Independent 
reaching over 38,000 homes 
and businesses with your ad 
placement. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000

168)LAND FOR SALE

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE! 
Owning land in “The Path of 
Progress & Development” 
is one of the great secrets 
to wealth! Discover how you 
can now participate for far 
less than you ever imagined! 
Call (866)221-4004 to hear 
a vitally important recorded 
message. (CAL*SCAN)

170)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE 

BANK OWNED LAND! 10 
acres. Trout stream, $39,750. 
Substantial discounts, lim-
ited availability. Beautiful 
Fish Lake Valley acreage 
w/year round rainbow trout 
stream in foothills of Bound-
ary Peak, Nevada’s highest 
mountain. Gorgeous snow-
capped views. Great recre-
ational opportunities. Upscale 
ranch community. Financing 
available to qualified buy-
ers. Call 1-877-669-3737. 
(CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with The Inde-
pendent reaching over 38,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000 today.

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE
Advertising inThe Indepen-
dent and reach over 38,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000

175)REAL ESTATE AUC-
TIONS

AUCTION - SPECTACULAR 
106 acre PROPERTY near 
Paso Robles with highway 
frontage, nice home, irriga-
tion, well and more! Visit www.
AuctionCA.com Call Elite 
Auctions (661) 325-6500. 
Auction June 5th @ 12 noon. 
(CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
177)BUSINESS SERVICES
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure.Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE ONLINE in a 
network of 50-plus news-
paper websites.  Border to 
Border with one order! $7  
cost per thousand impres-
sions statewide. Minimum 
$5 ,000  o rder .  Ca l l  f o r  
details: (916) 288-6010.  
www.CaliforniaBannerAd 
Network.com (CAL*SCAN)

180)EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!  1-
866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
S o u t h E a s t e r n H S . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

184)FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Get cash for 
your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High 
payouts. Call J.G. Wentworth. 
1-866-Settlement (1-866-
738-8536). Rated A+ by the  
Better Business Bureau. 

(CAL*SCAN)

185)HEALTH/MISC.

FDA APPROVED MEDICAL. 
Medical Vacuum Pumps. 
Viagra, Testosterone, Cialis. 
Free Brochures. (619) 294-
7777. www.drjoelkaplan.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

If you used Type 2 Diabe-
tes Drug AVANDIA  and 
SUFFERED a STROKE or 
HEART ATTACK. You may 
be entitled to compensation. 
Attorney Charles Johnson 1-
800-535-5727. (CAL*SCAN)

187)SCHOOLS/TRAINNG

Advertisement  
for Training.  

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
TRAINING.  

Learn to operate  
bulldozer, backhoe, loader, 

motor grader, excavator.  
Job placement assistance. 

Call 888-210-4534. Northern 
California  

College of Construction. 
www.HEAVY4.com promo-
code: NCPA1. (CAL*SCAN) Home Prices Headed Up, 

Down or Sideways?
By Cher Wollard

Housing starts climbed for the third straight month in March, ac-
cording to the Construction Industry Research Board.

Home prices have continued climbing since the first of the year, 
with the rise in the Bay Area being the highest in the nation.

An estimated 1.7 million homes across the country are owned 
by banks which eventually plan to put them on the market. That 
compares to about 3.7 million homes currently for sale from Boston 
to San Francisco.

So what does all this mean for the future of home prices?
Forces Driving Prices Up
• Supply and demand, pure and simple. 
Nationally, home prices inched up 0.6 percent in February from 

a year earlier. In the Bay Area, prices increased 11.9 percent. Price 
spikes in Alameda County were even higher.

“The homebuyer tax credit, available until the end of April, is 
the likely cause for these encouraging numbers,” said David Blitzer, 
chairman of the index committee at Standard & Poors.

While home sellers who are not in distress situations are creep-
ing back into the market, many are still on the sidelines, waiting for 
values to increase.

This has kept inventories low, especially in desirable locations 
like the Bay Area. In Livermore, for example, the number of existing 
single-family homes for sale plummeted 34.7 percent – from 259 to 
169 – between March 2009 and March 2010. 

At the same time, low prices, low interest rates, and the federal 
and state tax incentives have helped spur a boom among buyers. The 
number of pending sales rose 37.5 percent, from 96 to 132, in the 
same period. Statistics for April, as the deadline for the federal tax 
incentive drew closer, are expected to show even more activity. 

• Return of the homebuyer
Investors started purchasing real estate when prices bottomed out 

more than a year ago, but the big news these days is the return of 
homebuyers to the market. 

Investors shop for bargains. They bring lots of cash and negotiate 
hard to keep prices low. They will purchase anything that promises a 
good return: houses, condos, duplexes, commercial property, stocks 
and bonds, mortgages, bare land.

Homebuyers shop for homes. They are generally willing to pay a 
little more for a home they love.

When investors with cash compete for limited inventory with 
home buyers rushing to get into the market, the competition pushes 
prices up.

The median price of an existing single-family home in Alameda 
County soared an astounding 30 percent – from $319 to $430 – in 
the 12 months from March 2009 to March 2010. 

“California had very steep declines during the downfall and now 
people are rushing to catch the market on its way up,” according 
to Lawrence Yun, chief economist for the National Association of 
Realtors.

The increase in median home prices does not mean the values of 
individual properties have risen by such huge factors. 

At the bottom of the market, in the latter part of 2007, a dispro-
portionate number of sales were of the very lowest priced homes, 
suppressing median home prices. The current increase in median 
price is partly due to the fact that mid- and high-priced homes are 
also selling these days.

While the deadline for the federal tax credit has passed, a generous 
state credit is still available for first-time homebuyers and those who 
purchase new construction. New homes generally command higher 
prices than comparable resale homes.  

That credit expires when the funding runs out, so home sale activity 
is likely to remain brisk for the next few weeks. 

• Increasing consumer confidence. 
The Consumer Confidence Index is showing evidence of greater 

public optimism.
 “Consumer confidence, which had rebounded in March, gained 

further ground in April,” according to Lynn Franco, director of the 
Conference Board Consumer Research Center. “The Index is now at 
its highest reading in about a year and a half.” 

And, according to a poll conducted last month for Prudential Real 
Estate, 46 percent of consumers believe real estate prices in their 
area will increase over the next year, while only 12 percent expect 
prices to decline.

Over the next five years, 79 percent predict real estate prices to 
increase; 20 percent say prices will increase substantially. 

Confident consumers are more likely to enter the market, buoy-
ing prices.

• The easing of credit. 
While underwriting standards remain strict, there are some signs 

the credit crunch is easing. Even jumbo loans are returning to the 
market, although with more restrictions than in the heyday of easy 
money. 

Forces Driving Prices Down
• Investors with cash.
Investors add to the competition in the market, but they can also 

skew the results. Many sellers – especially banks – will select an all-
cash offer over a higher offer from a buyer who requires financing. 

• Looming foreclosure inventory.
The number of bank-owned (REO) properties reached its peak in 

September 2008 and has declined ever since. In part this is due to 
banks holding onto properties, to avoid flooding the market. In part 
it is due to government incentives for lenders to modify loans, rather 
than foreclose.

In California, lenders cancelled foreclosures on more than 13,000 
properties in December, mostly due to loan modifications.

Still, S&P analysts estimate there is a 33-month supply of fore-
closed and distressed properties that have not yet hit the market.

“As (foreclosures) are put up for sale, we may see some further 
dampening in home prices,” according to Blitzer.

Forces Keeping Prices Sideways
• Appraisal regulation.
The Home Valuation Code of Conduct (HVCC), an agreement 

launched a year ago to curb abuses in the real estate appraisal busi-
ness, has had the unintended effect of holding down prices.

While tight supply and increased demand, such as we have ex-
perienced in the last six months, would naturally push up prices, 
HVCC policies have made many appraisers more conservative in 
their valuations. 

Even when appraisals accurately reflect market demand, appraisal 
reviews often bring valuations down. This often results in price reduc-
tions, even after properties are in contract.

• Increased reluctance to take on debt.
The downturn in the economy has made Americans more conser-

vative in managing their money. 
Total U.S. household debt, including mortgages and credit-card 

balances, fell 1.7% in 2009 to $13.5 trillion, the Federal Reserve 
reported in March—the first annual drop since records began in 
1945. 

“It puts us closer to the point where the consumer can start making 
a stronger contribution to recovery,” said Joseph Carson, director of 
global economic research at AllianceBernstein in New York. 

• Increased supply of new construction.
D. R. Horton, the nation’s second-largest builder, last week report-

ed a quarterly profit and a sharp increase in orders. It was its second 
consecutive profitable quarter after almost three years of losses. 

Pulte, the country’s largest builder, is expected to report its results 
this week.

Such news is likely to increase homebuilding, resulting in more 
supply. 

So are prices going up, down or sideways? Stay tuned to find 
out.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home Realty, Livermore.
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Business Workshop
Start-ups, entrepreneurs, and small 

business owners are all invited to a small 
business resource workshop entitled: 
‘SBA: Your Small Business Resource’ 
on Wednesday, May 12, 2010, 12pm-2pm 
at the Livermore Civic Center Library 
Community Rooms A & B located at 
1188 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore, 
CA 94550. 

This workshop also provides partici-
pants with an opportunity to network with 
representatives of the US Small Business 
Administration, its resource partners, the 
City of Livermore, Livermore Chamber 
of Commerce, and other participating 
businesses.   Admission is free, but seat-
ing is limited.  Act now to reserve your 
spot.  Call Nicole Nixon of the Livermore 
Chamber of Commerce at (925) 447-1606 
to reserve a seat. 

Keller Williams RED Day
 Keller Williams Realty associates 

may be taking the day off on Thursday, 
May 13, but it will hardly be a day of rest. 
Over 25,000 associates across the United 
States and Canada will spend their day off 
by giving back as part of the company’s 
community service initiative, RED Day.

Short for “Renew, Energize and 
Donate,” RED Day was created to unite 
Keller Williams Realty offices and asso-
ciates in an international day of service. 
During RED Day 2009, over 25,000 
Keller Williams associates participated 
in activities ranging from food and blood 
drives to cleaning up trash in public parks, 
doing yard work for neighbors in need or 
revamping gardens at nursing homes. Last 
year on RED Day, the company donated 
over 130,000 hours.

As part of the RED Day effort, Keller 
Williams has chosen to spend the day 
working with YMCA in Pleasanton, 
Lydiksen Elementary School, 7700 
Highland Oaks; Mohr Elementary School, 
3300 Dennis Dr.;  Fairlands Elementary 
School, 4151 West Las Positas Blvd., and 
the YMCA offices in Pleasanton.

This year our charity will be dedicated 
to “Focusing on the Future, Realtors Help-
ing Kids."  We will have 20 Realtors in each 
location working on cleaning and sorting 
the kitchen area, cleaning blinds, sorting 
all games and puzzles to ensure complete-
ness, testing markers and pens to make sure 
they all work, cleaning student cubbies 
and relabeling as necessary, organizing 
sports equipment and getting rid of any 
damaged equipment, thoroughly cleaning 
and sanitizing all tables and chairs, helping 
with mailing for summer day camp, sorting 
and inventorying  supplies, and cataloging 
all books and resources.

“We are ready to paint Pleasanton 
red. We are excited to be a part of RED 
Day and continue important company 
tradition of giving,”

For more information about RED Day 
visit www.kw.com/redday. The Keller 
Williams Realty Pleasanton Market Cen-
ter, is located at 5994 West Las Positas 
Blvd. is a full service real estate firm with 
150 sales associates.

Prepare for Emergencies
The City of Pleasanton hosts a free 

community lecture on Emergency Pre-
paredness on Tuesday, May 11 at 10:00 
a.m. at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Boulevard. The lecture 
will be presented by Ana-Marie Jones 
of Collaborating Agencies Responding 
to Disasters (CARD) and Genevieve 
Pastor-Cohen, Emergency Preparedness 
Manager for the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department.

The lecture targets senior residents 
and provides empowering information 
about mastering simple preparedness and 
response skills to stay safe. Learn about 
Pleasanton's current emergency plan and 
how to prepare your family and home in 
the event of a disaster. Participants will 
also learn about the other agencies that 
Pleasanton partners with to prepare for 
an emergency.  A question and answer 
segment will also be included.

For more information, please call 
(925) 931-5365.

Peace Officers' Run
The California Peace Officers’ As-

sociation (Region II) invites everyone to 
a very special event honoring those who 
have lost their lives in the line of duty, 
while making our lives safer.  

The 2nd Annual California Peace Of-
ficers’ Association’s Memorial Run and 
Family Barbecue will be held on Saturday, 
May 8, at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, 
Pleasanton.  This is a way to salute those 
who have given the ultimate sacrifice, 
while at the same time supporting their 
families and co-workers who are left 
behind to cope with the tragic loss.

Proceeds from this family oriented 
event will go directly to the Concerns 
of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.) (Northern 
California Chapter), a nonprofit organiza-

tion whose sole mission is to assist with 
the rebuilding of lives of surviving family 
members and affected co-workers of law 
enforcement officers killed. For more 
information about C.O.P.S., visit www.
norcalcops.org

The Memorial Run’s 10K Race and 
5K Walk & Run courses are made up of 
small rolling-hill trails that run throughout 
the scenic Shadow Cliffs Regional Park.  
The Kid’s Mile course is laid out through 
a portion of the park’s lawn area.  Awards 
will be given three deep in designated age 
groups in the 5K and 10K runs for both 
male and female participants.  Special 
awards will also be given to all kids 
participating in the Kids’ Mile.

Entry fees for either the 10K Run or 
5K Walk/Run are $30.00 preregistered, 
$35.00 race-day registration.   The Kids’ 
Mile Run is $10.00 preregistered, and 

$10.00 race-day registration. The family 
BBQ begins at 11:00 a.m., and includes 
the Outback Burger or Chicken Sandwich, 
side salad, chips, and fruit.  Meal tickets 
are $10 for adults and $7 for kids (12 and 
under).  Run entrants receive a meal ticket 
with paid race registration.

The Memorial Run will be held at 
Shadow Cliffs Regional  Park,  2500 
Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton.  Check-in 
and race-day registration will open at 
7:30 a.m., with both 10K and 5K events 
starting at 9:00 a.m.  The Kid’s Mile will 
begin around 10:15 a.m.  The post-race 
awards ceremony, raffle, and barbeque are 
scheduled to start around 11:00 a.m.

For more California Peace Officers’ 
Association Run information and/or an 
application, call On Your Mark Race 
Management at 209-795-7832, or visit 
www.onyourmarkevents.com.
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“Hidden Gardens of the Val-
ley Tour,” benefiting the Valley 
Humane Society, will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 16. 

The tour, rain or shine, will 
take participants to ten outstanding 
and unique gardens at Pleasanton 
homes, where the love of gardens 
meets the love of pets. Enjoy the 
fragrant spring gardens, most of 
which is named after the home-
owner’s pet. Browse “Brad’s Pit 
Stop," “Willie’s Wildlife Preserve” 
and “Otto’s Woodland Outpost” 
just to name a few. 

The tour is an excellent op-
portunity to gain for ideas and 

inspirations for garden designs, 
fountains, barbeques, flower and 
shrub combinations, decks, patios, 
fireplaces, and gazebos.  

With ticket purchase, partici-
pants will receive a map with 
the location of each garden and 
a detailed description written by 
each homeowner. Participants 
will receive the event brochure 
and begin the tour at the starred 
garden on their ticket. The other 
gardens can be visited in any order. 
Participants will drive themselves 
to each garden.  

Stop for lunch on May 16 at 
Redcoats Pub or Stacey’s Café in 
downtown Pleasanton.  Show the 

Garden Tour ticket to the server 
and a portion of the bill will be do-
nated to Valley Humane Society.

Nonrefundable tickets at $35 
per person can be purchased at 
the Valley Humane Society, 3670 
Nevada Street, Pleasanton. Cash, 
checks, MasterCard and Visa are 
accepted at VHS.  

Tickets are also available at 
Murphy’s Paw, Main St., Pleas-
anton, Western Garden Nursery, 
2756 Vineyard Ave., Pleasanton, 
Armstrong Garden Center, 7360 
San Ramon Rd., Dublin, Wild 
Birds Unlimited, 7182 Regional 
St., Dublin, Towne Center Books, 
Main St., Pleasanton and Alden 

Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Ln., 
Livermore. 

For information, call the Val-
ley Humane Society at (925) 
426-8656.  

VHS is located at 3670 Nevada 
St., Pleasanton, CA. The phone 
number is (925) 426-8656.  Visit 
www.valleyhumane.org. 

'Hidden Gardens' 
Benefit Valley 

Humane Society

Two of the gardens are pictured here: top left is "Irrational;" to the right is "Otto's Woodland 
Outpost."
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Trinity will host its second 
annual “Celebration of Christ 
Centered Arts.” It is set for May 
15 and 16 at Trinity Church, 557 
Olivina Avenue, Livermore.

The exhibit is a broad based arts 
event featuring Christian focused 
fine arts, performance painting and 
scholarly presentations.

The theme of this year’s art 
festival is “Pentecost,” from Acts 
Chapter 2 in the Bible. On Pente-
cost Sunday, the church remem-
bers the coming of the Holy Spirit 
and the beginning of the Christian 

The Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony will present its final perfor-
mance of its 47th season, “Strings, 
Tuba and Mahler” on Saturday, 
May 15,  at 8 p.m. at the Bankhead 
Theater in downtown Livermore.  
The theater is located at 2400 First 
Street.

Highlighting the evening is 
the symphony’s performance of 
Mahler’s “Symphony No. 1” and 
the “Concerto for Tuba” by Aru-
tiunian featuring the Symphony 
Silicon Valley’s principal tubist 
Tony Clements.  Clements has 
performed with numerous sym-
phonies and orchestras throughout 
California including the San Fran-
cisco Symphony.

“To have a soloist of Tony Cle-
ments’ stature performing with us 
is an incredible opportunity for our 
community to hear a musician of 

church. These events, as recorded 
in Acts Chapter, are filled with 
drama, color and visual imagery, 
according to a press release. 

Artists from various Tri-Valley 
churches will depict the Pentecost 
story in various art forms for the 
festival.

Trinity’s first festival was held 
in April 2009. The theme was Holy 
Week. Fifteen artists contributed 
22 original pieces for the festival.

The 2010 art festival events 
including the following:

May 15: art show open 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. At 11 a.m., Gary McCoy, 

Professor of Worship and Church 
Music at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Mill Val-

ley, will present a lecture, “What 
Does Art Say to the Church.” At 
noon there will be a reception to 

meet the artists. At 1:30 p.m., there 
will be a worship demonstration 
painting by Marin County artist 
Dave Robinson.

May 16: art show open 4 to 
6 p.m. At 6 p.m., there will be a 
piano concert by Trinity’s pianist 
Rebecca Roberts and a second 
lecture, “Art and Spiritual Founda-
tion,” by Gary McCoy. During the 
concert and the lecture artists will 
be painting original pieces.

The art show gallery for the fes-
tival is the front stage of Trinity’s 
Building A Worship Center.

The festival committee is com-
posed of Merril Smoak, Trinity’s 
Associate Pastor of Music and 
Worship, and three of Trinity’s art-
ists, Sharon Lanham, Linda Sharp, 
and Linda Stewart.

The idea of a Christ Centered 
Arts Festival was conceived when 
these three artists produced origi-
nal paintings for Trinity’s 2007 
Good Friday worship service. 
Sharp is a certified decorative art-
ist through the national Society of 
Decorative Painters. Lanham has 
taught drawing and painting at 
Tri-Valley Monart in Pleasanton 
and taught watercolor and acrylic 
painting for  the Livermore Adult 
Education Program. 

Additional information is avail-
able at 447-1848 or www.trinity-
livermore.org.

Tubist Tony Clements

great talent,” says David Alltop, 
LAS Music Committee Chairman. 
“To present a symphony on a scale 
as large as Mahler’s ‘No. 1’ is our 
way of thanking the community for 
their tremendous support since our 
move to the Bankhead Theater and 
show our commitment to providing 
cultural enrichment to the Tri-Val-
ley and beyond.”

According to Alltop, this will be 
the first time LAS has performed a 
Mahler symphony at the Bankhead 
Theater.  

“It is a really big deal for a 
community orchestra to take on 
a Mahler symphony.  People see 
‘No. 1’ associated with a sym-
phony and tend to assume it is an 
early and less significant work, 
but Mahler No.1 is a gigantic and 
powerful piece.”

The Saturday evening perfor-

mance will also include Holst’s 
“St. Paul Suite” and Arutiunian’s 
“Concerto for Tuba” featuring 
Clements. 

The pre-concert lecture by Cle-
ments and Dr. Arthur Barnes, LAS 
Music Director and Conductor, 
begins at 7 pm.

Tickets are $20 - $28; students 
$8; seniors receive $2 discount 
off regular price. Tickets available 
through the Bankhead Theater. 
Call (925) 373-6800, or online at 
www.bankheadtheater.org.  

Ticket office hours are Monday 
through Saturday, Noon to 6p.m., 
and on performance days, Noon 
through intermission.

More information about the 
symphony is available at www.li-
vamsymph.org or by calling (925) 
373-6824.

 

'Celebration of Christ 
Centered Arts' on 

View at Trinity

"Not Guilty" by Sherri Kelcourse

Worship/performance painting by Dave Robinson.

Symphony Offers Program 
of 'Srings, Tuba and Mahler'
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Livermore High School will perform West Side Story as its spring 
musical. Performances are May 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15 at  8 p.m. and May 
9 at 2 p.m. in the LHS Theater. 

West Side Story is based on the tragedy of Romeo and Juliet. Two 
pairs of young lovers, Tony and Maria (Brennan Mills/Meagan Morris) 
and Bernardo and Anita (Ian O’Rourke/Maria Oliveira) are pulled apart 
by the hatred between the Jets and the Sharks. Riff (Tyler Campbell), 
Tony’s best friend, and Bernardo, Maria’s brother, head the opposing 
gangs until a tragic confrontation takes their lives. Action (Preston Miller) 
takes over the Jets and Chino (Steven McCloud) decides to avenge 
Bernardo’s death and their actions lead to disastrous results. 

The Jets and their girls, led by Riff, are  Austin Andrade (Diesel)/
Zoe Tranter, Takylya Johnson (Velma), Andrew Kolb-Gouveia (Big 
Deal)/Emily Serdahl, Nathan Martin (Snowboy)/ Kathleen Hornbacker, 
Tyler Persson (Baby John)/Shelby White (Anybodys), Abby Peterson 
(Graziella), and Leland Rogers (Arab).

 The Sharks and their girls, led by Bernardo “like to be in America” 
Ryan Church/Cherry Bogue, Skyler Jones/Sarah Reggiardo (Rosalia), 
Gabriel Pasillas/Jessica Graves, Matthew Sebastiao/Emily Persson, 
Bahram Sherwani/Brinda Dixit (Consuela), Katelyn West.

 The adults in their world can only stand by and watch as they self-
destruct. Played by adults, Doc is played by LHS teacher, Mr. Kevin 
Gunn and the role of “Gladhand” will be played each performance by 
six different LHS teachers! Who will be in the show you come to see: 
Ms. Carolan, Ms. Cruz, Mrs. Garza, Mrs. Kinnard, Ms. Meier, or Mrs. 
Shill?

 Tickets will go on sale www.livermorehighonline on April 26 or you 
can purchase them at the door. Tickets are $8 reserved and $5 balcony.

 

Once again, the Las Positas 
College Talk Hawks have a sea-
son to crow about. This year, 
the eleven-member speech and 
debate team captured numerous 
tournament sweepstakes awards 
and boasts four State Champions 
and two National Champions. The 
public will get to see the team in 
action at its “Portrait of a Winner” 
performance Thursday, May 6, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Bankhead Theater 
in downtown Livermore.

“Portrait of a Winner” will en-
tertain and inform, showcasing the 
team’s best work on topics includ-
ing solar flares, creative criminals, 
veterans, family dynamics, ro-
mance, and friendship. Tickets are 
$8 for students/seniors and $12 for 
general admission. For informa-
tion, call the Bankhead Theater 
at (925) 373-6800 or visit www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.  This 
performance is made possible by a 
grant from the Las Positas College 
Foundation.

The Talk Hawks have a proud 
history of state, national, and 
international awards in forensics 
including public speaking, oral 
interpretation of literature, read-
ers theater, and debate. Last year, 
the Talk Hawks brought home the 
Second Place Sweepstakes Award 
from the International Forensics 
Association’s Speech and Debate 
Tournament held in Montreal, 
Canada.

“The Las Positas College team 
is so very strong because it always 
has had a community of educators, 
staff, and administrators who em-
brace the activity and believe in its 
value,” said Janet Brehe Johnson, 
director of forensics.  

In addition to individual state 
and national championship wins, 
this year’s team ranked third of 
all Northern California community 
colleges at the California Com-
munity College Forensics Associ-
ation’s State Championship Tour-
nament, and captured awards at 
other tournaments including First 
and Second Place Sweepstakes. At 
the Northern California Forensics 
Association’s Spring Champion-
ship Tournament, the team took the 
Third Place Sweepstakes trophy 

and accumulated more points than 
students from a number of CSUs, 
UCs, Pepperdine University, and 
Stanford University.

Following is a list of team mem-
bers and their state and national 
championship medals.

Jordan Adelman; Livermore, 
National Bronze Award in Oral In-
terpretation of Drama; Sara Slech-
ta; Castro Valley, State Bronze 
Award in Prose Interpretation, 
State Bronze Award in Duo Inter-
pretation; Lanea Warren; Pleasan-
ton, State Silver Award in Informa-
tive Speaking; Justine Whitfield; 
Livermore, National Silver Award 
in Informative Speaking, State 

Bronze Award in Informative 
Speaking; Birney Young; Dublin,  
State Bronze Award in Informative 
Speaking, State Bronze Award in 
Communication Analysis, State 
Bronze Award in Duo Interpreta-
tion

Charlie Passero and Katie John-
son, both from Livermore,  also 
represented Las Positas College at 
the National and State Champion-
ships and have won numerous past 
awards. Other award-winning team 
members include Kailas Menon, 
Alfonso Montes, Kelly Spiller, 
and Mark Svetiik. Instructors Janet 
Brehe Johnson and Jim Dobson are 
the current Talk Hawk coaches.

Talk 
Hawks 
Present 

'Portrait 
of a 

Winner' 
Pictured are members of the Las Positas College Talk Hawks.

Livermore High School to 
Stage 'West Side Story'

Student Art Show at Windermere
Art and photography students from Livermore and Granada high 

schools will have their work on display May 5-June 5 at Windermere 
Welcome Home Realty, 1790 First Street, Livermore.

The show, the latest in an ongoing series featuring the work of local 
artists at the real estate office, was organized by teachers from the two 
schools.

The public is invited to view the show during regular business hours, 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., or by appointment with Cher 
Wollard, 925 824-4824 or cherw@windermere.com.

A reception will be held later this month, date and time to be an-
nounced.
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The theme of the 70th Annual 
Community Rose Show is ‘The 
Days of Wine and Roses.”

The show is set for the Pleas-
anton Library on Sat., May 8 
from 1 to 5 p.m. and continues on 
Mother’s Day, May 9, 1 to 4 p.m.

The show is dubbed “The Peo-
ple’s Show,” because anyone can 
bring their homegrown roses. The 
tradition started at a Pleasanton 
bank in the 1930’s, when Harry 
Harding gave his customers rose 
bushes to show his appreciation 
for their patronage. His customers 
returned the favor by bringing back 
blooms for him.  

The Community Rose Show is 
now managed by the “Rosettes” of 
Alain Pinel Realty:  Leslie Faught, 
Marti Gilbert and Joyce Jones.  

Gardeners may bring their 
display blooms to the library for 
registration from 7:30 a.m. to 10 
a.m.  Judging occurs from 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. and the Awards Cer-
emony is at 1:30 p.m. 

 Wine tasting will be offered 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. featuring fine 
wines from Little Valley Winery of 
Pleasanton.  

Roses will continue to be dis-
played on Sunday, Mother’s Day, 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

For more details visit www.
PleasantonRoseShow.com.

The program is free and open 
to all. No registration required. 
For more information, call Penny 
Johnson, 925/931-3405.

Swap Meet & E-Waste collec-
tion fund-raiser will be held Sat., 
May 8 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Granada High School, 400 Wall 
St., Livermore.

Funds will go to the 2010 Safe 
and Sober Grad Night. 

The event will be held in the 
student parking lot. Spaces are 
available at the swap meet for $35. 

Jewish Rock Artist Sheldon 
Low will appear at Congregation 
Beth Emek located at 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton, on May 10, at 
10 AM.  Congregation Beth Emek 
and the PJ Library sponsor this 
free event. 

Sheldon Low is the newest 
face in Jewish music performing 
rock concerts and leading artist-
in-residency weekends in Jew-
ish communities throughout the 
United States.  Low has an unde-

Nine females from the com-
munity, age 2 to 74, “have put their 
butts on the line for a great cause!” 
jokes, Sandra Kay, local author 
and creative director, for “diapers 
to diapers,” a poetry, prose & pho-
tography exhibit showcasing pho-
tography & graphic art by Monica 
Dawn of Red Carpet Studios. 

The exhibit will be on display 
May 15 – June 19, 2010 at Vogue 
Hair Studio located in Pleasanton 
in the Raley’s Shopping Center 
on Sunol Blvd.. The artist’s gala 
is scheduled for Sat. May 22, 6:30 
to 9 p.m. It will include live music 
by the band, 256, and gourmet ap-
petizers by Chef Paul. A donation 

niable appeal to youth and family 
audiences, not only as a musician, 
singer/songwriter and entertainer, 
but most importantly, as a Jewish 
educator and role model.

Low will be performing songs 
from his sophomore CD entitled 
‘It’s All Challah to Me.”   The ‘It’s 
All Challah to Me’ CD is targeted 
for children from birth to eight 
years old and includes new tunes 
for traditional prayers and bless-
ings, as well as songs concerning 

a child’s secular life.
Beth Emek, the “House of the 

Valley,” is the center of the Jew-
ish community in the Tri-Valley, 
serving Pleasanton, Livermore, 
Dublin, San Ramon, and Tracy. 
The PJ Library program supports 
families in their Jewish journey 
by sending Jewish-content books 
and music on a monthly basis 
to children from age six months 
to five, six, seven or eight years 
depending on the community. 

Created by the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation, The PJ Library is a 
national program implemented by 
local communities.

For more information about 
Sheldon Low or to purchase 
CDs and merchandise,  cal l 
314.991.0909 or email elisa@jew-
ishworldproductions.com.  Also 
visit www.sheldonlow.com ; For 
more information about the event 
Cheryl Cohen at 925.931.1055.

For More Information call Marilyn 
Youngman 925-640-6196, Roni 
Wilcox 408-832-6869,  Kathy 
Uhlhorn 925-548-0599 or visit our 
website at www.granadagradnight.
com

The e-waste includes a variety 
of items. Just drive up, drop off and 
someone will unload items.

Office items accepted include 

computer desktops, laptops, key-
boards/mouse, monitors/LCD 
screens, external/internal hard 
drives, boards/cards/memory, all 
computer cables/wires, UPS de-
vices, small printer/copier and fax 
machines. Electronic items that 
are accepted are any size TV/big 
screens, cell phones/pagers, any 
type camera, iPOD, MP3 players, 

electronic test equipment, DVD/
CD/VCR players, cable/satellite 
equipment, radio/stereos/speakers, 
and microwave ovens.

Items that will not be accepted 
are fluorescent bulbs, furniture, 
appliances, refrigerators, water 
heaters, dryers, washers, stoves, 
any paints, solvents or oil.

 

of $3 per person will be collected 
at the door with proceeds from 
ticket and art sales benefiting the 
Tri Valley Haven in Livermore, 
a non-profit organization serving 
victims of domestic abuse, sexual 
assault and homelessness, and 
where Sandra Kay has volunteered 
since 2006.

The featured panoramic shows 
the backsides only of 9 local fe-
males, beginning on the left, with a 
2 year in old in diapers, and gradu-
ating in age-appropriate underwear 
to a pull-up; day-of-the-week; 
bikini, thong, new mom, mature 
mom.. on up to Grandma Bragg 

in diapers for seniors. And while 
all the females in the panoramic 
are local and real, the background 
scene, on a fallen tree, in the great 
outdoors, is thanks to green screen 
technology and graphic creativity 
by Monica Dawn.

In addition to the diapers to 
diapers panoramic, there will be a 
display of photographs showcasing 
each underwear model individu-
ally plus a variety of mixed media 
art, poetry & prose inspired by the 
exhibit. “It is very true to my origi-
nal vision,” says Kay. “It is of the 
circle of life revealed with truth, 
beauty, humor & joy. I’m thrilled 

to have inspired Monica Dawn’s 
first photography exhibit, and so 
grateful to each model, and each 
person, who is contributing to this 
event -including a big thank you 
to Arzo Nazamy for giving this 
extraordinary visual narrative a 
beautiful first home at Vogue Hair 
Studio in Pleasanton. It is our plan 
to have the exhibit travel.” 

For more information and/or 
to schedule the exhibit at your 
business/facility contact Sandra 
Kay: writeousmom@comcast.net 
phone: 925 337 2320. For more in-
formation on the Tri Valley Haven 
visit: trivalleyhaven.org

The California Writers Club–
Tri-Valley Branch offers writers 
of all genres and experience levels 
the opportunity to learn about their 
craft and share their work.  The 
next meeting is on Saturday, May 
15, from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm at 
Oasis Grille, 780 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. 

Mahbod Seraji’s critically ac-
claimed debut novel Rooftops of 
Tehran paints a vivid portrait of 
growing up, discovering love, and 
awakening to the realities of life in 
a nation on the verge of revolution 

70th Annual 
Pleasanton 
Rose Show 

This Weekend

Jewish Rock Artist in Concert at Beth Emek

Exhibit Features 'diapers to diapers' Photo

Swap Meet, E-Waste Collection Benefits Grad Night

in the 1970’s. How did an Iranian 
immigrant, writing in a second lan-
guage, come to craft a work of such 
power and beauty? One answer 
begins with CWC charter member, 
Jack London. “I discovered the gift 
of reading when I was ten years 
old,” Mr. Seraji says, “sitting on 
my own rooftop in Tehran and los-
ing myself in a Farsi translation of 
Jack London’s White Fang. I was 
blown away by the power of words 
to take me to a place I hardly knew 
and make me feel as if I’d lived 
there all my life. It was an experi-

ence that never left me. Much later, 
I began to write stories of my own 
and quickly realized that writing 
was more satisfying than anything 
else I’d ever done. I’d start early 
in the evening and pause at dawn, 
exhausted, elated and barely aware 
that the night had passed.”

On Saturday, May 15,  Mahbod 
Seraji will present Rooftops of 
Tehran, and describe its journey 
to publication.

The meeting cost is $21 for 
members and $27 for nonmem-
bers, including lunch.  Anyone 

curious about the group is invited 
to attend with no obligation to join. 
Reservations are required.  

To make a reservation for May 
15, contact Fred Norman at Fnor-
man300@aol.com or 925-462-
7495 by Wednesday, May 12.  For 
more information on the California 
Writers Club–Tri-Valley Branch, 
contact Lani Longshore at 925-
455-1338 or longshore1769@
yahoo.com or go to www.trival-
leywriters.org.  

Author of 'Rooftops of Tehran' Featured at Writers Club
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By Susan Steinberg
“La Rondine” opened with a 

fanfare of audience excitement as 
Opera San Jose presented its gala 
production of this long-neglected 
gem.

Arguably Puccini’s sweetest 
operatic work, and certainly his 
most tender musical score, ”La 
Rondine” has taken the world by 
storm nearly 100 years after its 
ill-fated premiere in the midst of 
WWI hostilities.

More lighthearted than his more 
famous tragedies like “Tosca,” 
“Boheme,” and “Butterfly,” this is 
a bittersweet tale of love and loss 
which for once does NOT end in 
the heroine’s death. But it does 
catch the listeners up in the heady 
joy of impetuous young love, and 
brings them to tears with the final 
painful farewells.

Heroine Magda is the sophis-
ticated mistress of wealthy patron 
Rambaldo, living a luxurious life 
in a fine Parisian townhouse. Her 
indifference to wealth and her long-
ing for true love are expressed in 
the first act by both a soaring solo 
and an intimate reminiscence.

She recalls one evening when, 
as a simple young shopgirl, she 
ventured to Bullier, a popular café, 
and met a young man. Entranced 
but timid, she fled and never saw 
him again. The socialite poet 
Prunier prophetically predicts her 
future: taking wing like a rondine 
(swallow) to sunnier shores, but 
perhaps not living happily ever 
after.

Enter an innocent young man 
from the country, Ruggero Last-
ouc.  For his first night in Paris, 
he is advised by Lisette, Magda’s 
vivacious maid, to visit Bullier. 
When all her guests have departed, 
Magda impulsively decides to 
revisit that Café of her memory, 
disguised in her old simple dress.

In Act II, Magda meets Rug-
gero at Bullier and falls so deeply 
in love that she decides to leave 
her life as a rich “kept woman” 
to share a simple love-nest with 
Ruggero. By the final act, they are 
living idyllically along the Riviera, 
as Prunier had predicted. But the 
societal conventions that condemn 
her stand between them and an 
“acceptable” marriage. Magda 
realizes, heartbroken, that she must 
leave her love rather than ruin his 
life with the shame of her past.

As comic foil Puccini created 
Lisette, her spirited Parisian maid, 
ready to borrow her mistress’s best 
gown for a night out, like Adelle in 

“Die Fledermaus”. She is squired 
by Prunier who has scorned her 
publicly as “insufferably low-
class”, but adores her in private, 
where society will never notice his 
lapse in taste. Of course they go 
to Bullier, for an inevitable face-
to-face encounter with Magda, a 
scene of confusion and merriment 
for both, a la “Fledermaus”.

This “Rondine” fanatic was 
completely captivated by San 
Jose’s lavish production, the best 
of many I have viewed. As set in 
the 1860’s, Costumer Elizabeth 
Poindexter created gorgeous pe-
riod gowns, featuring full hoop 
skirts (some requiring 24 yards of 
fabric – a serious burden for their 
wearers) Magnificent!

The Act II Café Bullier scene 
recreates the carefree ebullience 
of popular public dance halls, full 
of poor students and young shop 
– girls. It’s the colorful world seen 
in Renoir’s glowing paintings of 
similar venues, and provides a 
bustling backdrop for the young 
lovers’ intimate courtship, oblivi-
ous to the swirl around them.

Finally there is the wonderful 
Act III setting evoking the lovely 
garden of Monet’s “Terrasse at St 
Adresse," all glowing sunlight, 
bright flowers, and ladies in light 
airy summer gowns – the essence 
of summer seaside tranquility.  
General Manager Larry Hancock’s 
stunning set designs and Kent 
Dorsey’s subtly emotional lighting 
effects won well-deserved audi-
ence applause.

Jose Maria Condemi  who 
has staged great productions in 
Livermore, coached a marvelously 
complex game-plan for character 
movement and detailed stage busi-
ness. Rehearsing some 50 people 
in the Café Bullier scene, a traffic-
director’s nightmare, came off as 
smoothly effortless.

Conductor David Rohrbaugh, 
SJO’s founding music director, led 
a shimmering musical evocation of 
Belle Epoque loveliness and grace, 
with the infectious lilt of romantic 
waltzes combined with heartbreak-
ing Puccini pathos.

The roles for this opera are 
double-cast, enabling patrons to 
enjoy two completely different 
shows.

In last Sunday’s performance, I 
enjoyed hearing LVO opera regu-
lars, Sascha Joggerst and Jeannie 
Litster (our Figaro and Susanna). 
Litster’s soaring voice and viva-
cious chatter as Lisette were com-
bined with deft stage maneuvers 
and sparkling comedic talent to 

charm the audience. Lovely Khori 
Dastoor, SJO’s alternative Susan-
nah, shares this role as well.

Their mistress Magda, sung by 
newcomer Jasmina Halimic, was 
also a fine stage actress, changing 
from a dignified Parisian hostess to 
the shyly vunerable “shopgirl” in 
the Café, and finally the passionate 
lover of Act III. Her final painful 
renunciation of the love of her life 
rang with emotional sincerity that 
evoked audience bravos.

Her Ruggero, Alexander Boyer, 
produced a full-throated passion-
ate tenor counterpart, a believably 
naive “country boy in Paris” who 
finds his true love only to lose her 
due to the stifling conventions of 
Victorian social code.

Opening night’s Ruggero, high-
ly praised in reviews, was Christo-
pher Bengochea, also well known 
here as a popular LVO principal. 
His Magda, hailed as “sensational” 
was Rebecca Davis.

J. Raymond Meyers was an 
impressively comical Prunier, 
the public aesthetic poseur, sym-
pathetic friend to Magda, and 
hysterical “artistic advisor” to 
the clueless Lisette. Deep-voiced 
Silas Elash was a dignified worldly 
Rambaldo, understanding Magda’s 
“fling”, and waiting for her inevi-
table return.

Their roles were sung opening 
night by dashing Michael Dailey 
and Bulgarian Krassen Karagio-
zov.

Mere descriptions cannot con-
vey the visual and aural appeal of 
this sumptuous production. Puc-
cini-lovers should experience it 
personally during its final weekend 
performances: 8PM Friday, May 
7 and 3PM matinee Sunday, May 
9. For tickets call SJO Opera Box 
Office at (408) 437-4450, or go 
online to www.operasj.org.

The venue is the freshly reno-
vated California Theater, located 
at 345 South First Street, between 
San Carlos and San Salvador in 
downtown San Jose. Newcomers 
will be stunned by the lavish décor 
of this 1930’s Moorish-style movie 
palace, featuring a grand concert of 
old favorites played on the lobby’s 
Mighty Wurlitzer an hour before 
the show.

Be sure to arrive 1½ hours 
before the curtain for General 
Manager Larry Hancock’s bril-
liant and entertaining lecture. His 
insightful observations always 
enhance the listeners’ apprecia-
tion and enjoyment of a beautiful 
operatic experience.

Last week’s Independent incorrectly listed the start of the 
Farmers’ Market. The following is correct:

The Livermore Certified Farmers’ Market will open for the 
season on Thursday, May 20. 

The farmers’ market will be held each Thursday from 4:00pm 
until 8:00pm in Carnegie Park between J and K Streets through 
October 21.  The market will showcase Northern California’s 
freshest fruits and vegetables at reasonable prices. 

For more information on the Livermore Certified Farmers’ 
Market, please contact the Pacific Coast Farmers’ Market As-
sociation at (800) 949-FARM, (925) 825-9090, or go to www.
pcfma.com.

Review: A Romantic 
'Rondine' in San Jose Correction on Opening of 

Farmers' Market
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By Patricia Koning
Last week was “spring training” 

week at Livermore’s Heritage Es-
tates retirement community. About 
one-third of the approximately 250 
residents participated in wheelchair 
and walker races, bocce ball, vol-
leyball, basketball, and a special 
surprise on Friday that involved 
general manager Michael Sturm 
and some well-placed pies. 

“This is a blast,” said Sturm. 
“I’m a kid at heart, probably the 
biggest kid here. I just want the 
residents to have fun every minute 
they are here. I figure if I’m having 
fun, they probably are too.”

Sturm encouraged his staff to 
participate in the activities all week 
to build a sense of community at 
Heritage Estates. That sense of 
community was extended to resi-

dents at Rosewood Gardens and 
The Parkview in Pleasanton, who 
participated in many of the week’s 
activities. 

On Tuesday, about 30 residents 
gathered in one of Heritage Es-
tates’ dining halls to watch drag 
races down the hallway. The races 
were originally scheduled to take 
place in the parking lot in front of 
Heritage Estates’ main entrance, 
but rainy weather forced the event 
inside. 

There were four separate 
events: electric wheelchair, walker, 
residents in wheelchairs pushed 
by staff, and staff members in 
wheelchairs. The walker race was 
the most exciting with three rounds 
of competition before the final two 
went head to head: 86-year-old 
Bertha Koeff, who residents called 
“mighty mouse” in reference to her 
diminutive size, and 85-year old 
Lea Perez. 

Both of these competitors hand-
ily dispensed with their competi-
tion on the preliminary and semi-
final rounds. The final race was 
close, with Perez nosing out Koeff 
at the finish line. “I used to be so 
active,” said Perez, who has been 
a member of several country danc-
ing groups. “So this was a chance 
to let it all hang out. I enjoyed the 
competition, it didn’t matter if I 
won or not.”

This was a sentiment shared by 
everyone at Tuesday’s drag races. 
For 95-year-old Thelma McWil-
liams, the goal was to finish the 
race, as she had just recovered 
from a bout with pneumonia. Fin-
ish she did, to loud, encouraging 
cheers from the residents and staff 
members watching the races. 

On Monday, the seniors played 
indoor volleyball with beach balls. 
Wednesday was bocce ball in one 

of the halls at Heritage Estates. On 
Thursday, the seniors played bas-
ketball with beach balls and hula-
hoops. Daily winners received 
Safeway gift cards. 

On Friday, there were closing 
ceremonies with participation and 
most valuable player awards given. 
To cap off the week, the residents 
then had the chance to throw pies 
in the faces of the general manag-
ers of all three senior homes. 

Guest services manager Emily 
Ussery came up with the special 
sports week last year. “We were 
planning activities in conjunction 
with the Final Four basketball tour-
nament, but playing basketball ev-
ery day would have been boring,” 
she explained. “So we planned 
different events that anyone of 
any capability could participate 
in, things that would interest the 
residents.”

Fun, Friendly Competition at Heritage 
Estates’ Spring Training Week

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Seniors took part in a week of friendly competition at Heritage Estates in Livermore. In the photo at 
left, competitors wait in line to attempt at scoring a basket. Tossing the ball is Bettina Cloud; holding 
the hoop is Michael Sturm. To the right,  Evelyn Uibelhoer cheers on the competitors. Residents from 
Rosewood Gardens in Livermore and The Parkview in Pleasanton were invited to participate.
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ABC7 news anchor Dan Ash-
ley and his wife, Spalding, will 
host the “Virtuoso al fresco” for 
the California Symphony at their 
Walnut Creek home.  This year’s 
spring benefit for the award-win-
ning orchestra will feature pre-
miere wines,  artisan faire, and a 
chance to meet Music Director 
Barry Jekowsky and his wife Ro-
salind, Board President Michael 
W. Soza and his wife Cherie, and 
prominent members of the Contra 
Costa County community.

The event is scheduled for Sat-
urday, May 15, 2010, at 3 pm to 6 
pm.  Tickets are $100 per person 
and can be purchased online at 
www.CaliforniaSymphony.org or 
by calling the Symphony office at 
(925) 280-2490.

Participating wineries are 
Tamayo Family Vineyards, Han-
nah Nicole Vineyards, Wente Vine-
yards, Wine Thieves, and Califor-
nia Symphony Patron Homemade 
Wines.  Food purveyors to be fea-
tured are Bibiane Bakery, Brent-
wood Spice and Olive Oil, Elegant 
Brie, Julianna - Personal Chef & 
Caterer, Me & My Friends Café, 
Scream Sorbet, Sweets LaPetite, 
and Victorine Valley Farms.

This year’s live auction will 
feature such exclusive items as a 
VIP tour of ABC7’s news studio 
with Dan Ashley, front row seats 
at the 5 pm live newscast, and 
dinner afterwards with the popular 
anchor; a Chef’s Dinner for six at 
Prima Ristorante in Walnut Creek; 
a two-night stay at Club Donatello 
and seats at the San Francisco 
Symphony; and a choice of a Luau 
or South of the Border theme party 
for 12 at your home.  

James Swan, PHD, author 
of “In Defense of Hunting” and 
“Nature as Teacher and Healer” 
will be appearing with his new 
film and with special guest K-9 
Warden, Roxanne Bower with 
her detection dog, Cooper, to talk 
about California’s need for more 
wardens. The event is Sat., May 
15, at 6:30 PM at the IBEW Hall, 
6250 Village Parkway, Dublin.

 James Swan is also a Co- Ex-
ecutive Producer of the upcoming 
“Wild Justice” television series.  
This film will be appearing on 
National Geographic in the fall 
of 2010. 

Movie Night at the IBEW is 
open to the public.  Our events 
are free; although, a $3.00 do-
nation is appreciated.  We have 
refreshments, convenient parking, 
wheelchair access.  Meet & greet 
begins at 6:30 PM, the movie 
starts at 7: 00 PM, while a discus-
sion period follows the film.  For 
more information, you can call 
925-462-3459. 

The  66-minute documentary 
on the California game warden 
crisis, “Endangered Species: Cali-
fornia Fish and Game Wardens,” 
narrated by actor/author Jameson 
Parker (“Simon and Simon”), 
premiered in January 2009 at the 

Alexander’s Fine Art is offering 
a exhibition of works with floral 
themes. The exhibit showcases the 
work of  Marjorie Barta Atkins, 
Linda Beach, Susan Helmer, HeSi, 
Beverly Hoey, Denise Oyama 
Miller, Lina Liu, and Lucy Liew. 
On exhibit also is the artwork of 
nationally acclaimed artists Simon 
Bull, Brian Davis and Leon Rou-
lette. The May exhibition, which 
blends art, color and the indi-
vidual expression, is being held at 
Alexander’s Fine Art in downtown 
Pleasanton.

Broadway Chorus will perform “The Great Choruses of Broadway 
2” on Mother’s Day weekend. The show will feature selections from 
Broadway musicals including Gypsy, The Sound of Music, Les Mis-
erables and Hairspray.

The show will feature  pianist Daniel Lockert, along with musicians 
and soloists from the Chorus.  

The Broadway Kids Chorus, made up of local children in grades 1-8 
directed by Martie Muldoon, will also perform.

Performances are Friday, May 7 at 8 p.m., Saturday, May 8 at 8 
p.m. and Sunday, May 9 at 2 p.m. at Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Road in Pleasanton.

Tickets are available online at www.trivalleyrep.com or at the Ama-
dor Theater box office on the show days. Ticket prices are adults 18+ 
$18, seniors 60+ $15, juniors under 18 $10. There is a 10% discount 
when tickets are purchased at the door for those who hold a Broadway 
Chorus “business card” available from any Broadway Chorus member. 
For more information visit the chorus website, www.broadwaychorus.
org, or call 925.462.2121.

The 2nd annual event begins 
Friday, May 14,  from 5-8pm with 
an opening reception with he art-
ists. On Saturday, May 15, 1-2pm 
Denise Miller will discuss and 
demonstrate her techniques and 
Beverly Hoey will also demon-
strate pastels 3-4pm. On Sunday, 
Marjorie Atkins will explore the 
fine art of watercolor from 1-
2pm. 

“The goal behind April Show-
ers brings May Flowers exhibi-
tion is to refresh your soul, revive 
and rejuvenate your senses,” said 

Rosalinda Herrera, gallery owner. 
“Spring is the time that people are 
re-awakening themselves and their 
spaces. Viewing art is always an 
inspiration for people. Art is the 
soul of an environment and what 
better time to revive this soul than 
spring.”

RSVP by May 12th at info@
alexandersfineart.com and be en-
tered to win a floral prize.

Alexander’s Fine Art is located 
at 608 Main Street  in the heart of 
downtown Pleasanton. For infor-
mation, call 925-846-6015.

 
 

International Sportsmen’s Expo-
sition in Sacramento, drawing a 
standing room-only crowd – the 
largest crowd on the biggest day 
of the state’s largest outdoor sports 
exposition. 

The documentary was an offi-
cial contestant in the 2009 Jackson 
Hole Wildlife Film Festival, and 
has been aired before the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commission 
and at the Bass Pro Shops Fall gala 
in Manteca, CA; at the National 
Law Enforcement Museum in 
Washington, DC; and was screened 
on January 23, 2010 at the Safari 
Club International Convention in 
Reno, NV, followed by a panel 
discussion with CA Fish and Game 
Wardens Association President 
Warden Jerry Karnow, a Nevada 
game warden, CA Senator Dennis 
Hollingsworth, and Emmy-nomi-
nated “NCIS” stunt coordinator, 
Diamond Farnsworth. 

California Fish and Game war-
dens are featured in a new real-
ity series on National Geographic 
Wild, “Wild Justice,” produced by 
Original Productions (“Deadliest 
Catch,” Ice Road Truckers,” etc.) 
that will begin airing in October 
2010. “Endangered Species” pro-
ducer James A. Swan, Ph.D., is a 
Co-Ex. Producer for the series. 

   

Virtuoso al 
Fresco Benefits 

California 
Symphony

New Art Exhibit Has Floral Theme

Documentary Film 'Wild 
Justice' to Be Screened

Chorus to Perform 'Great 
Choruses of Broadway 2'

The 2nd annual “A Taste of 
Summer” BBQ Cook-off competi-
tion will be held Friday May 21,  at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
from 4 to 8 p.m. 

The event is a charity fund-
raiser for “Hacienda Helping 
Hands” the charitable giving arm 
of the Hacienda Business Park in 
Pleasanton. For information http://
helpinghands.hacienda.org/

“We know many people in the 
Tri-Valley are hurting in this bad 

economy,” said James Paxson, 
General Manager of the Hacienda 
Business Park. The 2009 event 
raised over $20,000 for Tri-Valley 
charities and non-profits.

Tickets are now available for 
purchase. Admission is $25 and 
includes a complete BBQ dinner 
with dessert, a drink ticket, great 
music and some wonderful, fun 
auction items.

“A Taste of Summer” is being 
organized and managed through 

the Tri-Valley Community Foun-
dation. If your company, team, 
or organization would like to 
compete, please contact Jenna 
Heath at the Tri-Valley Community 
Foundation, at (925) 734-5677 or 
at jheath@TVCFoundation.org. 
For ticket info see: www.TVC-
Foundation.org.

“We wanted the general public 
to join us, in addition to all the 
employees from the Hacienda 

Business Park,” said David Rice, 
President and CEO of the Tri-Val-
ley Community Foundation, “This 
is a fun event that funds great 
causes!”

Help us have fun, and help oth-
ers in need along the way. Please 
help us publicize this year’s, “A 
Taste of Summer” charity bar-
beque competition to fund “Haci-
enda Helping Hands.”         

                                                 
                 

'A Taste Of Summer' Tickets Available
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in Carnegie Park, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

Seward Johnson Sculptures Downtown 
Pleasanton, interactive exhibit by sculptor 
J. Seward Johnson placed on sidewalk 
locations. The eleven life-size, three-
dimensional bronze sculptures depict the 
everyday activities of people who may be 
found anywhere, from a man reading a 
newspaper on a park bench and an elderly 
woman carrying a bag of groceries to a 
child welcoming a soldier home from duty. 
The exhibit will remain in place through 
June 30, 2010. More information about 
the J. Seward Johnson exhibit is avail-
able by contacting Pleasanton Fine Arts 
Coordinator Julie Finegan at jfinegan@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us or (925) 931-5355.

Art Exhibition – Works by Colin Hurley 
at Ryan Fine Art gallery, An exhibition of 
works by this expressionistic painter with 
local roots, creating a range of playful 
to edgy works in media from acrylic to 
spray paint, will be showing at Ryan Fine 
Art from April 16th through May 8. Ryan 
Fine Art is located at 171 So. J Street, 
and open lunch hours Thursday through 
Saturday and Friday evenings. Info at 
www.lindaryanfineart.com.

Through the Glass Eye, current exhibit 
showcased at the gallery at Deer Ridge 
Vineyards. This exhibit features landscape 
photographic works by Marc Davis, Chris 
Foster, Stephen Joseph, Lon Overacker, 
and Lawrence Piggins. Free and open 
to the public during tasting room hours, 
Friday through Sunday, 11 am - 5 p.m. until 
May 21, 2010. Preview the collection at 
www.deerridgevineyards.com/glasseye.
html. Deer Ridge Vineyards, 1828 Wet-
more Rd., Livermore. 

The Contra Costa JCC will open three 
new exhibits featuring work by Michael 
Yashar, a collection of Ketubot, and Tra-
ditions: From Generation to Generation, 
an eclectic collection of Judaica from 
the local community. The exhibits will 
be housed at the Contra Costa JCC’s 
Friedkin Art Gallery, Gallery 925, and 
Tice Valley Gallery from May 12 through 
September 17, 2010. Gallery hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 am to 
8:00 p.m and Fridays, 9:00 am to 3:00 
p.m. The public is invited to enjoy the 
exhibits. Admission is free. The Contra 
Costa JCC is located at 2071 Tice Valley 
Blvd. in Walnut Creek.

Louise Gibler Exhibit, Garre Restaurant, 
7986 Tesla Road, Livermore, exhibition 
of oil paintings, landscapes, still lifes 
and figurative work in May and June.  
For more information visit www.gar-
rewinery.com.  

April Showers Bring May Flowers, fine 
art exhibition, Friday, May 14,  5-8pm; 
Saturday, May 15  and Sunday, May 16, 
1-4pm. Alexander’s Fine Art, 608 Main 
Street, Pleasanton. 925-846-6015. Gallery 
hours: Friday 11-8; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-4. 
Free and open to public. RSVP by May 
12 at info@alexandersfineart.com for a 
chance to win a floral prize. 

Call for Artists, Art in the Park, Danville: 
12th Annual Fine Arts Festival, October 
2 & 3, On the Town Green, Front Street 
Park, by the Library. Categories: Paintings 
in All Media, Photography, Ceramics, 
Sculpture, Graphics and limited openings 
in Fine Jewelry (no crafts). Sponsored by 
Alamo Danville Artists’ Society and the 
Town of Danville, this event is a Fund 

Raiser for Art in the Schools of the San 
Ramon School District. Art in the Park 
includes a Judged Inside Art Show and 
food, wine and live entertainment. Booth 
spaces are 10’ x 10’ and the fees are $85 for 
non ADAS members. Artist’s applications 
available: e-mail ormawebb@comcast.
net or call 925 828-9170.

Art exhibit, Louise Gibler will be exhibiting 
her oil paintings consisting of still life, 
landscape, floral and figurative subjects 
for the months of May and June 2010 at 
the Garre Vineyard & Winery 7986 Tesla 
Road, Livermore.  Hours of operation are 
Monday through Friday 11 a,.m. to 12:30 
p.m. and weekends 11:30 a.m.to 3:30 p.m. 
All the pieces  are framed and done in the 
chiaroscuro style of painting.

Diapers to Diapers, poetry, prose and pho-
tography exhibit. Vogue Studio, 5410-4 
Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. Reception with 
artists Sat., May 22, 6:30 to 9 p.m. Cre-
ative director: Sandra Kay; photographer: 
Monica Dawn. Gourmet appetizers. Live 
music by the band 256. $3 at the door. 
Tri-Valley Haven fund-raiser. 

Pleasanton Art League, 41st Annual Art 
Show, May 21-23, Alviso Adobe, 3465 
Old Foothill Road, Pleasanton. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Sunday. No admission charge. 
Public is invited.

Art & Wine Crawl, May 38, 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. downtown Livermore. Several art-
ists’ receptions, studios and wine tasting 
venues. Organized by Ryan Fine Art 
Gallery, pick up a map, 171- South J 
Street, Livermore. Maps available one 
week prior to exhibition.  www.lindary-
anfineart.com.

Art in the Vineyard, May 30, Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery, 5565 Tesla 
Rd., Livermore. Art in action, art displays 
and sales, entertainment, wine tasting. 
Information go to www.livermoreartas-
sociation.org.

WINERY EVENTS
Lavish Laines Winery, May 7-9: release 

of the 2008 Gewurztraminer. Come out 
and taste this wine. For more information 
on anything about Lavish Laines Winery 
please feel free to send an email to lalvish-
laines@yahoo.com. Tasting Room open-
ing soon at the Good Brewer, 2960 Pacific 
Avenue, Livermore. Fri.-Sun. 11-5.  May 
14 Lavish Laines Winery is pouring at 
We olive in Walnut Creek, 1364,Main St. 
Come pair and taste wines with California 
Only olive oils and a variety of pastes. May 
21 - 23 New Release 2008 Chardonnay. 
New wine paired with a variety of cheeses, 
meats and crackers.

Mother's Day Picnic, May 9, noon to 4:30 
p.m. at Retzlaff Winery in Livermore. 
Cost: $10.00 for adults, children 15 and 
under free. Reservations required, 925-
447-8941. Come and enjoy a day under 
the shade of the winery's old trees. Kick 
off your shoes and dance to the music of, 
Top Secret. Please call 925-447-8941 for 
more information.

Rodrigue Molyneaux Winery, Mother's 
Day May 9. Have a picnic and taste wine.  
There will be treats to dip into a chocolate 
fountain.  All mother's get free tasting. 
Picnic spots available first come, first 
served. Reserve a table, with linens for 
only $15.00. Private Courtyard max 50 
people, $200.00. Wine club recieves 10% 
discount on table & courtyard rental. 3053 
Marina Ave, Livermore, www.rmwinery.
com, to reserve e-mail info@rmwinery.
com or call 443-1998. 3053 Marina Ave., 
Livermore. 

Charles R Winery, 8195 Crane Ridge Rd., 
Livermore, Mother's Day, Sun., May 9, 
special discounts on purchases for moth-
ers. The '08 "Sur Lies" Chardonnay will be 

$17 (only club discount applies in addition 
to sale price.) Cheese and French bread in 
the sunshine - and wild flowers. 925-454-
3040 or www.charlesrvineyards.com 

Tamás Estates will host Buon Appetito, 
on a new day, May 12, featuring a food 
and wine pairing experience.  4 to 7 p.m.  
Offered complimentary to Salute wine 
club members. Reservations are highly 
recommended.  Seating is limited. Open 
for Club Members and up to 4 guests each. 
$10 for guests. Visit tamasestates.com 
or call 925-456-2380 to purchase tickets 
or to make reservations. 5565 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore.

Wood Family Vineyards. Sat., May 22, 2 
to 5 p.m. wine tasting with winemaker 
Rhonda at Gene's Fine Foods, Pleasanton.  
Tracy Spring Wine Stroll, May 21, 6 to 9 
p.m. Jazz music, tickets $20 presale, $25 
day of event. Information, (209) 831-6858 
or visit www.ci.tracy.ca.us. Information 
about Wood Family Vineyard activities, 
go to www.woodfamilyvineyards.com.

Occasio Winery Tasting salon: Mother's 
Day, May 9: last 12 bottles of the award 
winning Rosé served to Moms in the 
tasting room. Moms will receive a com-
plimentary tasting of a flight of wines, 
including the Rosé and will also receive a 
decadent and beautifully decorated truffle 
made with the 2008 Zinfandel.  There 
will be hand made lavender and Occasio 
Zinfandel truffles for everyone to sample.  
Also available for purchase will be a 15 
piece box of truffles which will include the 
Occasio Zinfandel, lavender, salt caramel, 
passion fruit and blood orange flavors.    
2245 So. Vasco Rd., Livermore.  www.
occasiowinery.com or 785-0872.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
KC and the Sunshine Band, May 7, 8 

p.m. Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center. For tickets  www.sanramonper-
formingarts.com or 973-ARTS.

Ohlone College Community Band and 
the Tuba Ensemble, "from the stage 
and screen," directed by Tony Clements, 
Wed., May 12, 7:30 p.m. Program includes 
Barker’s Broadway Show-Stoppers Over-
ture, Williams’s The Cowboys, Willsons' 
Seventy-Six Trombones, Bizet’s Entr’acte 
to Act II of “Carmen,” and more. Ohlone 
College Smith Center, 43600 Mission 
Boulevard in Fremont. Tickets $5-$10; 
510-659-6031; www.smithcenter.com.

Diablo Symphony, award winning cel-
list David Requiro joins maestro Joyce 
Johnson Hamilton and the orchestra in 
"Musical Treasures from Europe," with 
works by Sibelius, Barber, Rossini and 
Dvorak. 2 p.m. May 16, Lesher Center 
for the Arts, 1601 Civic Dr., Walnut 
Creek. $12, $18, $20, 943-7469, www.
lesherartscenter.org.

Leo Kottke, Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center Presents. May 14, 8 
p.m.. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org.

Las Positas College Vocal Jazz Concert, 
May 14, 8 p.m. on campus, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. $12 general admis-
sion, $8 seniors and students. 414-1119.

Livermore Amador Symphony, concert 
May 15, “Strings, Tuba and Mahler,” 
Tony Clements, tuba. 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

Las Positas College Instrumental Jazz 
Concert, May 15, 8 p.m. on campus, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. $12 
general admission, $8 seniors and stu-
dents. 414-1119.

Pacific Chamber Symphony concert, 
Thurs., May 20, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 

2400 First St., Livermore. For tickets or 
information 925-373-6800, www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org.

Soli Deo Gloria and Orchestra Gloria, 
conducted by Allen H Simon with organist 
Angela Kraft Cross presents "From the 
Heart," a concert of choral and orchestral 
music composed in loving memory of 
mothers and fathers featuring the Duruflé 
Requiem and works by Rutter, Daley, 
Chatman, plus four specially-commis-
sioned premieres by Bay Area composers: 
Conrad Susa, Jay Lyon, Julia Simon and 
Artistic Director Allen H Simon. Sat., 
May 22, 5 p.m. First Lutheran Church, 
600 Homer Ave, Palo Alto; Sun., May 
23, 3:30 p.m. Christ Episcopal Church, 
1700 Santa Clara Ave, Alameda. Tickets 
are $25 (general) and $20 (student/senior) 
at the door; discount for advance purchase. 
Student in grades K-8 are free.  Call 888/
SDG-SONG or www.sdgloria.org.

JAMfest Youth Concert, May 28, 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Lions Wayside Park, corner of 
First and Neal Streets, Pleasanton. Local 
youths perform. City of Pleasanton Parks 
& Community Services contact at Mark 
Duncanson at 925.931.3481

ON THE STAGE
The Producers, Tri-Valley Repertory 

Theatre mainstage musical,  May 7, 8, 
9. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org.

Dark Deeds at Swan's Place or Never 
Trust a Tattooed Sailor, May 14-16 & 
21-23. San Ramon Community Theater 
presents the tongue-in-cheek, uproarious 
melodrama. Classic Olio songs, skits, 
and dances between scenes. Front Row 
Theater, 17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., 
San Ramon. www.sanramoncommuni-
tytheater.org

Plays Inspired by O’Neill, May 16, 2010. 
From the new collaboration between the 
Foundation and Playground, eight new, 
short plays which all pay homage in one 
way or another to Eugene O'Neill and/or 
his works. 3 p.m. Danville Town Hall, 
201 Front Street. Tickets $25. www.
eugeneoneill.org/events

Las Positas College One Act Plays, May 
19, 12:30 p.m. and May 21, 8 p.m. on 
campus, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Liver-
more. Free admission. 424-1119.

City of Pleasanton Civic Arts' teen improv  
(improvisation) troupe, Creatures of 
Impulse, will present Tri-Valley  High: The 
Impossible Film Project on Thursday and 
Friday, May 20 and  21, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 
and on Saturday, May 22, 2010 at a 2:00 
p.m.  matinee. All three shows will take 
place at the Veterans Memorial Building, 
301  Main Street in Pleasanton. Tickets 
for Tri-Valley High: The Impossible Film 
Project will be sold  at the door only.  
General admission is $10.00 and student 
tickets are  $5 with a valid student I.D.  
Please note that no advance tickets will  
be available through Civic Arts Tickets 
for this show. Information about the entire 
Pleasanton Civic Arts program is  avail-
able at www.pleasantoncivicarts.org.

Tri-Valley High: The Impossible Film 
Project, May 20, 21, 22. Creatures of 
Impulse, teen improv group, creates short 
films based on audience suggestions. 
Veterans Hall, 301 Main St., Pleasanton. 
$8 in advance and $10 at the door; student 
tickets with valid ID $5 in advance and 
at the door. 

Twelve Angry Men, presented by the King's 
Players, a  local, amateur theater company.  
May 21, 22, and 23, 2010. 7 p.m.  Cedar 
Grove Community Church, 2021 College 
Ave., Livermore. 925-447-2351.

Desire Under the Elms by Eugene O’Neill, 
May 23, 2010, 3 p.m. A classic play, one 

of O'Neill's renderings of Greek tragedy 
transported to American soil. Directed 
by Soren Oliver. The Eugene O'Neill 
National Historic Site, Tao House Tickets 
$25. www.eugeneoneill.org/events.

A Tribute to Harry Chapin, Fri., June 4, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. LVPAC Presents The Steve 
Chapin Band with special guest Jessica 
Craven of The Chapin Sisters. Tickets 
on-sale to public Tues. April 27 at noon. 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

DANCE
Saturday Night Dance Parties, themed 

parties each Saturday night from Salsa 
to Swing, includes an optional group 
dance lesson at 7:15. $15 cover charge, 
7:15 dance lesson, 8:00-10:30 for dance 
parties. It's All About Dancing, 171 So. 
Livermore Avenue, 925-449-9292, or 
studio@itsallaboutdancing.com.

Wayward, an immersive dance/theatre 
event that will lead audiences on a journey 
through and around the Cal State East Bay 
University Theatre, will be performed at 
8 p.m. May 7-8 and 14-15, and at 2 p.m. 
May 16. The show, rated “R” for mature 
content and non-sexual nudity, will con-
sist of two parts, both focused on issues 
concerning growing up, rites of passage 
and what it means to be an adult. Guests 
will assemble in the University Theatre, 
25800 Carlos Bee Blvd., Hayward. Tick-
ets to “Wayward,” at $15 p.m. general, 
$10 youth/senior/alumni, $5 for CSUEB 
students, may be reserved at http://class.
csueastbay.edu/theatre/Ticket_Reserva-
tions.php or at 510-885-3118.

Las Positas College Dance Performance, 
May 7 and 8, 8 p.m. college theater, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. $12 gen-
eral admission, $8 students and seniors. 
424-1119.

The Wizard of Oz, presented by Dance 
Studio at Gymfinity. Sat., June 19, 11 a.m. 
230 So. Vasco Rd., Livermore. Public is 
invited to attend.

AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Auditions, Joseph and The Amazing Tech-

nicolor Dreamcoat. Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre: Adult Auditions: (ages 14-mature 
adult) May 10 and May 11 at 7:30 pm 
Call-backs by invitation only, May 15 at 
noon. All auditions at 315 Wright Brothers 
Avenue, Livermore. Bring a current head 
shot and resume. Prepare 16 bars up-tempo 
Broadway song with sheet music in your 
own key. Everyone auditioning must be 
prepared to dance. No flip flops or bare 
feet Children's auditions: (ages 7-13) on 
Saturday, May 15 at 9 a.m. at 315 Wright 
Brothers Avenue, Livermore. Children do 
not need to prepare music, but must be 
ready to dance and learn music from the 
show. A parent must stay on the premises 
during the audition. If your child is cast in 
the show, at least one parent must volun-
teer to supervision duties for 2 rehearsals 
or performances. Cast: featured, 6 men, 
1 narrator (female); featured 11 men, 1 
woman; ensemble. More information go 
to www.trivalleyrep.com/auditions.

MOVIES
A Patch of Blue, Classic Film Series,   

Pleasanton Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave., 
May 6, 7 p.m. Las Positas College and 
Pleasanton Public Library present this 
classic film series with Candy Klaschus, 
film historian and Coordinator of the Hu-
manities Program at Las Positas College.  
No admission charge.

Book Into Film, "Emma," May 16. A film 
based on the book by Jane Austin. View 
the movie at 2:00 p.m. in the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton, followed by a comparison of 
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the movie with the book. Free. Informa-
tion: 925-931-3405.

Film Program for MAP, (Mature Adult 
Program), "Miss Potter" will be shown 
Tues., May 18 at 1 p.m. at the Pleasanton 
Library. Beatrix Potter has delighted 
generations of children with her books. 
But she kept her own private life locked 
carefully away. Oscar-winning star Renee 
Zellweger brings her secret story to the 
screen in "Miss Potter.” Rated PG. 93 
minutes. The film will be shown in the 
Library Meeting Room. The Pleasanton 
Library is located at 400 Old Bernal Ave., 
Pleasanton. This program is free. No regis-
tration is required. For more information, 
call Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

Book Into Film, "Clueless," May 30. Read 
the book, then view the movie at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, followed by a 
comparison of the movie with the book. 
Free. Information: 925-931-3405

CHORAL
Ohlone College Community Chorale and 

Fremont Christian High School Living 
Water Vocal Ensemble, directed by Darryl 
Guzman Sat., May 8, 3 p.m.  works by 
American composer Randall Thompson 
including "Frostiana," a unique collabo-
ration between Thompson and American 
poet laureate Robert Frost.  The music 
has been described as "American in 
spirit but universal in appeal." Centerville 
Presbyterian Church, 4360 Central Ave. 
in Fremont. Tickets: $10-$15. www.
smithcenter.com

Broadway Chorus will perform "The Great 
Choruses of Broadway 2" on Mother's Day 
weekend. The show will feature selec-
tions from beloved Broadway musicals 
including Gypsy, The Sound of Music, 
Les Miserables and Hairspray. Pianist 
Daniel Lockert will perform along with 
other musicians. Also performing will be 
the Broadway Kids Chorus, made up of 
local children in grades 1-8, directed by 
Martie Muldoon. The three performances 
will be held on Friday, May 7 at 8 p.m., 
Saturday, May 8 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, May 
9 at 2 p.m. at the Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Road in Pleasanton. Tickets are 
available online at www.trivalleyrep.org 
or at the Amador Theater box office on the 
show days. Ticket prices are adults 18+ 
$18, seniors 60+ $15, juniors under 18 
$10. There is a 10% discount for those who 
hold a Broadway Chorus "business card" 
available from any Broadway Chorus 
member. For more information visit the 
chorus website, www.broadwaychorus.
org, or call 925.462.2121

Cantabella Children’s Chorus, annual 
spring concerts, “Hope for Resolution,” 
Saturday, May 22, at Amador Theater, 
1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. Award-
winning choral group presents training 
and performing choirs, grades K-12, at 
1:30 p.m.; performing choirs only, grades 
5-12, at 4 p.m. Concerts will conclude with 
performance of title song, composed for 
Mandela and de Klerk, a message of peace 
and unity for all. Tickets at the door: $15 
for adults, $5 for children.

Folk Songs From Around the World, 
Valley Concert Chorale, Sat., May 22, 8 
p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, Pleasanton. 
Music from Norway, Japan, Nigeria, Ar-
gentina, Iceland, the USA, (of course!). 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org.

OPERA
La Rondine, by Puccini. May 7 at 8 p.m.,  

May  9 at 3 p.m. San Jose Opera. Cali-
fornia Theatre, 345 South First St., San 
Jose. $51-$91. 408-437-4450 or www.
operasj.org.

MISCELLANEOUS
Rehearsal behind the scenes, Livermore's 

Shakespeare’s Associates behind the 
scenes rehearsal, "Romeo and Juliet." 
May 8 Spring Fund-raiser for a rare op-
portunity to experience the world inside 
the rehearsal room. Dinner, dessert 
and Livermore Valley Wine (donated 
by Rodrigue Molyneaux Winery). The 
activities are 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Bothwell 
Arts Center located at 2466 8th Street in 
Livermore. Tickets are $135 per person for 
dinner, wine, and workshops. All proceeds 
will benefit the Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival. Guests are encouraged to call 
Katie Marcel at (925) 443-BARD or 
email Katie@LivermoreShakes.org by 
May 1st to secure a seat for an evening 
to remember.

1st Wednesday Party, May 5, 6 to 9 
p.m. “Cinco De Mayo” theme. Down-
town Pleasanton. Featured band The 
Houserockers. Pleasanton Downtown 
Association hosting. 484-2199. events@
pleasantondowntown.net

Las Positas College Speech Performance 
Night, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. May 6, 7:30 p.m. $12 and 
$8. 925-373-6800, www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org.

Livermore Rotary, 12th annual Wine 
Train  on the Niles Canyon Railway. The 
family event is set for Saturday, May 8. 
Proceeds  benefit the Rotary scholarship 
and community projects. Depart Sunol 
Station at 6:30 p.m. and return at ap-
proximately 8:30 p.m. There will be wine 
tasting, soft drinks and water. Appetizers 
and desserts will be available on the 
train. Strolling musicians will entertain 
riders. A pre-boarding show will feature 
entertainment by gunfighters of the Old 
West. The fare is $25, which includes 
one complimentary wine taste; youth fare 
(under 21) is $10. Tickets are availableat 
the Travel Bug, 2269 Third St., Livermore. 
For more information, call Kathy Coyle 
at 606-7564.

Las Positas College Speech Tourna-
ment, May 14, 1 to 5 p.m. on campus, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Free 
admission.

Symphony Awards, Livermore-Amador 
Symphony will present four awards 
of $399 each at the May 15 concert to 
graduating high school seniors who have 
participate in school and community 
musical activities during high school. 
Information regarding the awards and an 
application form may be found at www.
livamsymph.org. Questions directed at 
447-8789.

2010 Hidden Gardens of the Valley Tour, 

May 16, Fund-raiser for Valley Humane 
Society. Features gardens in Pleasanton. 
Tickets or information www.valleyhu-
mane.org.

An Evening with Teddy Roosevelt, 
Thursday, May 20, Sit back and enjoy 
an evening with U.S. President Theodore 
Roosevelt. Museum on Main Ed Kinney 
Lecture series. 7 p.m. at Lynnewood 
United Methodist Church, 4444 Black 
Ave., Pleasanton. Tickets are $5 members 
and seniors, $10 nonmembers, $3 students 
and teachers with ID. Reservations are 
suggested. Tickets may be purchased 
at the door. Call the Museum on Main 
at 462-2766.

A Taste of Summer, BBQ Cook-off compe-
tition will be held Friday May 21, 2010, at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds, from 4 
to 8 p.m. The event is a charity fund-raiser 
for “Hacienda Helping Hands” the chari-
table giving arm of the Hacienda Business 
Park in Pleasanton. http://helpinghands.
hacienda.org/

Taste of Summer BBQ, Friday, May 21, 
4 to 8 p.m. Fund-raising event for Haci-
enda Helping Hands. Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. Tickets $20. 
www.tvcfoundation.org.

Celebrate!, a Pleasanton Schools Educa-
tional Enrichment (PSEE) benefit to Save 
the Arts in Pleasanton Schools. Two-day 
fund-raiser and celebration showcasing 
the talent of Pleasanton students through 
a visual arts show and performing arts 
extravaganza at the Bankhead Theater 
in Livermore, May 21-22. Proceeds will 
go to support PUSD's elementary band 
and strings programs and Visual and 
Performing Arts (VAPA) specialists for 
the 2010/11 school year. Visit www.psee.
org for updated information or to make a 
donation. May 21 will feature a visual arts 
show with wine and cheese tasting. May 
22 will feature performances by groups 
from all PUSD schools, starting at 9 a.m. 
More information at www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org.

Open Heart Kitchen fund-raiser, May 22, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Hosted by HK Cycles 
at 196 Airway Blvd., Livermore. There 
will be a band, food, drinks. Everything is 
being donated, so any proceeds raised will 
go directly to Open Heart Kitchen. Cost to 
partake is $15/single person, $20/couple. 
The band performing is "Relic." All are 
invited to attend. 

A Grand Afternoon, May 23, 3 to 6 p.m. 
at a private vineyard estate in Livermore 
Valley's wine country. This is a musi-
cal awards event hosted by Livermore 
Valley Opera to honor grand patrons,  

donors who annually contribute $1,000 
or more.  All donors and friends of LVO 
are cordially invited. Mingle with opera 
singers from previous productions and 
enjoy fine wines and food. Guest artists  
performing will be Duana Demus-Leslie, 
soprano, David Gustafson, tenor, Susanna 
Jimenez, soprano, and LVO Music Direc-
tor and Conductor, Alexander Katsman, 
pianist. The event is complimentary for 
Grand Patrons. Tickets for others: $75 per 
person, and complimentary for an annual 
contribution to Grand Patron level before 
or at the event. RSVP requested by May 
18, 2010.  For more information, call 
Event Chair, Monica Kulander, at (925) 
449-0419.

Author Peggy Kennedy, discusses her 
book, Approaching Neverland: A Memoir 
of Epic Tragedy and Happily Ever After. 

Sun., May 23, 2 p.m. Livermore Library, 
1188 So. Livermore Ave.  Admission 
is free. For more information call 925-
373-5505.

Let’s Go Science, Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center Presents. May 
23. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org.

Livermore Heritage Guild Auction, May 
29, Duarte Garage, corner of Portola 
Avenue and L Street. www.livermore-
history.com.

Spring Antiques & Collectibles Street 
Faire, May 23, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Main 
Street, downtown Pleasanton. For infor-
mation call, 484-2199. events@pleasan-
tondowntown.net. Pleasanton Downtown 
Association.

The Mamapalooza Festival will be held from 2-4 p.m., Saturday, 
May 8 on the front lawn of the Museum On Main, 603 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. 

This family event is free. 
Mamapalooza is a national group founded in New York City for 

Mother’s in the Arts. During the month of May, festivals are held 
throughout the country. 

Live music will be performed by local professional musicians Debra 
Knox and the Go Dogs, Kim Krenick, and Papapalooza Steve Kritzer.  
Laced within these performances are Debra’s aspiring young guitar and 
vocal students.  Local artists and jewelers will display their work.

To be part of the Mamapalooza Festival, contact Debra Knox at 
kaknox7@aol.com.  For other information, contact the museum, 925-
462-2766. 

Mamapalooza Festival in 
Front of Museum
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Students from Foothill High 
School DECA made history at 
the international competition. 
The school sent 18 students to the 
competition. 

Surrounded by 15,000 mem-
bers, advisors, business persons 
and alumni from the U.S., Canada, 
Germany, Mexico, Puerto Rico and 
Guam, Foothill DECA students 
prepared themselves for the high-
light of their DECA careers; the 
International Career Development 

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are Foothill DECA students (front, left to right) Robbin Rose, Lauren Knuppe, Christine Yi, 
Megha Jain, Allie Raaker; (middle row) Helen Wu, Max Wang, Courtney Chui, Anna Zhang, Annie 
Donlevy; and (back) Kyle Suchland, Connor Wrenn, Nat Braun, Pete Huang, Jason Abbranches.

Conference. The best of the best 
gather annually for this renowned 
International conference where 
students compete in competency-
based events or attend leadership 
and management academies. 

For over 15 years Foothill 
DECA has been a contender at this 
highest level of competition but 
never taken home the first, second 
or third  trophies, until this year. Of 
the 15 competing students, Vivian 
Tsai & Anna Zhang, as well as Max 

Wang were overall international 
finalists (Top 10) in Internet Mar-
keting Plan and Advertising Cam-
paign respectively; Pete Huang 
took home a medal for placing in 
the top 10 on the Marketing exam; 
Christine Yi placed 2nd overall in 
Entrepreneurship Participating 
Creating a Franchise Business; and 
Connor Wrenn left with the highest 
distinction of 1st place in Principles 
of Marketing.  

Creativity and quick thinking 
earned seven middle school girls 
from Pleasanton Middle School a 
first place in the Destination Imagi-
nation (DI) State Tournament and 
a chance to compete in the Global 
Finals. They will be among the 
36 teams from California headed 
to DI Global Finals held at the 
University of Tennessee May 26-
29. The program is for students in 
Kindergarten through 12th grade.

Students from Pleasanton Mid-
dle School pictured are (front, left 
to right) Neha Nirkondar, Ashley 
person, Nicole Moran; (back) Mea-
gan Harms, Shelby Knox-Slate, 
Patricia Wang, Ashna Jasuja.

The global competition brings 
together 16,000 participants from 
all states and more than 38 coun-

Jose on April 10th.
“The ideas that the kids come 

up with to solve problems is amaz-
ing,” said Ratna Nirkondar, who 
coached the team. The solutions 
are so varied to the same problem 
it is interesting to see it evolving. 
The team manager can ask ques-
tions but cannot offer solutions to 
the problem. 

Students can form teams of up 
to seven students and work from 
12- 20 weeks to create solutions 
to one of five challenges. Each 
of the challenges has a different 
educational focus. The challenge 
that was chosen by the Pleasanton 
team Vanilla Chocolate Ninjas was 
DI-BOT.  This challenge had an 
educational focus towards Robotic 

Technology, Research, Technical 
design and construction, theatre 
arts and teamwork.

The team is now raising funds 
and seeking sponsors to help fund 
registration, airfare, accommoda-
tions and meals for their trip-they 
will need about $1300 per student 
to be able to attend the competi-
tion. 

Anyone wishing to donate 
to the teams may do so through 
California Creativity,  Team 105-
99365, 1929 Clover Ct Pleasanton, 
CA 94588. All contributions are 
tax deductible. If you would like to 
learn more about the program you 
can contact Richard Pinney, Cali-
fornia Affiliate Executive Director 
at pinney@netnet.net. 

tries. The teams first demonstrated 
their solutions at a regional tour-
nament held in Pleasanton on 

March 6. The teams that scored 
the highest advanced to the State 
Competition that was held in San 

A group of Smith Elementary GATE students had the unique 
opportunity to visit Livermore’s Aerobatic & Flight training school 
Attitude Aviation to learn about the fundamentals of flight in a class 
titled “Come Fly With Me.”  The students learned about the physics 
involved in flying, had the opportunity to sit in an aerobatic plane, 
feel the controls and even try on a parachute.  At the end of the 
class all of the kids built their own balsa wood airplane to continue 
their flying adventure.   

 

Joe Michell School has been 
named a 2010 California Distin-
guished School (CSRP).

The CSRP is focused on honor-
ing schools that demonstrate edu-
cational excellence for all students 
with the award of being a Cali-
fornia Distinguished School. The 
eligibility to apply for the award 
is based on a school’s Academic 
Performance Index (API) and 
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
results. In 2009-2010, Joe Michell 
raised its API score 20 points, from 
801 to 821. Within the narrative 
application, a school must describe 
how it has significantly closed the 
student achievement gap among 
subgroups, through two “signature 
practices.” These implemented 
practices must be replicable and 

specifically related to the success 
of a school’s students.

The school’s signature practices 
include (1) School-wide collabora-
tion for teachers and staff through 
monthly grade level meetings and 
for parents and students through 
bi-annual student Goal-Setting 
Conferences; and (2) A literacy-
based Learning Center, along with 
differentiated instruction using all 
available resources.

This award places Joe Michell 
school in the top 5% of schools, 
with approximately 463 schools 
out of 8,000 elementary schools 
in California earning recognition. 
Although Joe Michell has under-
gone many changes over the years, 
the school staff’s commitment to 
students has never wavered.  

Foothill DECA Students 
Come Home with Trophies

Michell Named Distinguished School

Pleasanton Middle School Team Wins First Place at Destination Imagination

Team poses with trophy.
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After 18 years of steadily build-
ing the quality of the Livermore 
Valley Opera (LVO), the Board of 
Directors voted in fellow Board 
member and Marketing Chair, Sara 
Nealy, as the first Executive Direc-
tor of the organization.  

Nealy, a strategic marketing 
executive and opera enthusiast, 
will focus on bringing the regional 
(Tri-Valley) opera company “to 
the next level, with professional, 
strategic planning, fundraising and 
marketing,” according to Board 
President, Mike Miller. “Sara has 
the business capacity and passion 
for the arts that can boost our op-
erational success.” 

Nealy has high hopes for the 
company she calls, “not your 
Grandma’s opera.”

Nealy believes that exposure to 
the arts provides people the oppor-
tunity to imagine and experience 
life on a grand scale. “Opera is a 
singular art form - a fusion of sing-
ers, chorus, orchestra, sets, cos-
tumes, lighting, choreography, his-
tory, literature, culture, and most of 
all, great storytelling. That’s why 
opera is often described as a grand 
experience.”

“Livermore Valley Opera is 
poised to engage the imagination 
of the community at a time it is 
needed most,” says Nealy.  “The 
many cuts in arts programs in 
schools have emphasized the need 

The Livermore Public Library, 
Livermore’s Poet Laureate Cher 
Wollard, and Poet Laureate Emeri-
tus Connie Post, have announces 
the 2010 winners of Livermore’s 
Top Teen Poet Contest. 

Eight contestants performed 
their original poetry for parents, 
friends, and judges to compete for 
the title of Livermore’s Top Teen 
Poet.  Teens were divided by age 
and judged on the performance 
and content of their poems.  Sara 

 Druthi Ghanta, a senior at Foothill High School in Pleasanton, has been 
selected as ABC7 Top Scholar. Six Bay Area students who exhibited exemplary 
skills in presentation, writing, and leadership were chosen.

Each student receives a $1000 scholarship toward college education and is 
a  featured profile in our half-hour show, ABC7 Top Scholars. 

The story of one ABC7 Top Scholar will air each Friday for six consecutive 
weeks  on "View From The Bay," beginning on Friday, June 11th. The show 
airs from 3:00PM   4:00PM, Monday through Friday on ABC7. And in late July, 
watch for a special half hour of ABC7 Top Scholars, featuring the stories of all 
six of the winners. 

Druthi organized Bay Are Bust buddy festival in Foothill campus on May 
15th. Druthi recently attended the 2010 annual meeting of the American Acad-
emy of  Neurology at Toronto on April 11th -16th. .Druthi has been accepted to 
Stanford, Yale, Princeton and other Ivy League colleges.

to provide access to the arts for 
people of all-income levels and 
backgrounds.”   As a way to make 
opera more accessible to families, 
Nealy developed and launched 
LVO’s new “Ice Cream & Opera,” 
a children’s opera learning adven-
ture program, which debuted at the 
first Sunday matinee of the spring, 
2010 production of the Johann 
Strauss opera, Die Fledermaus.

According to Nealy, the ex-
citement these days at LVO is 
palpable, because the company has 
been successful in presenting op-
eras led by a gifted conductor and 
talented stage directors who cast 
vibrant, gifted young singers who 
are rising stars of opera. Some of 
these singers have the opportunity 
to step into their first principal role 
with LVO at the Bankhead Theater 

in Livermore, where the company 
stages two opera productions each 
season.  “The community benefits 
by having an affordable way to 
see classic opera, with performers 
who are on the brink of moving 
up to national and international 
audiences,” said Nealy.

An experienced executive pro-
ducer, marketer and corporate 
communications consultant with a 
background in the arts, Sara Nealy 
has lived and worked in New 
York, Chicago, Boston, Hawaii, 
Washington and San Francisco. 
Sara specializes in projects that 
raise awareness through singular 
marketing communications. Her 
resume includes brand and market 
development, multimedia projects, 
advertising and PR campaign strat-
egy, design of eMarketing, direct-
ing sales teams, creating websites 
and marketing collateral, and the 
production and management of 
global meetings and events. She 
worked as a corporate meetings 
and events planner on Wall Street, 
and was Director of Sales and 
Marketing at a luxury resort and a 
Manhattan boutique hotel.

Nealy lives in Pleasanton with 
two of her three children. Her 
eldest is away at college, one is at 
Amador Valley High School and 
her youngest is at Harvest Park 
Middle School.

 

Aarestad, Patricia Aubel, and 
Rachel Sowa took first place in 
their age divisions, while Chandler 
Jones, Ashley Ruzicka and Chris 
Tudino took second place.  Mack-
enzie Mills and Amelia Aarestad 
were awarded third place.

Kevin Gunn, teacher at Liver-
more High School and Master 
of Ceremonies for the contest, 
addressed the contestants saying, 
“Performing poetry in front of an 
audience is not easy. You are very 

brave to share your poems and 
thoughts with us.” 

The Livermore Public Library 
thanks Cher Wollard and Connie 
Post for judging the competition 
and offering their advice to Liver-
more’s talented teen poets.  

For information about future 
teen events at the library, please 
visit TEEN SPACE at the Liver-
more Public Library’s website at: 
www.livermore.lib.ca.us.

Opera Brings First Executive 
Director On Board

Sara Nealy

Teen Poet Contest Winners Announced

John Mendenhall (at left) , great-
nephew of William Mendenhall 
the founding father of the city 
Livermore, will be celebrating 
his 90th birthday on May 14th 
2010. He is known as Jack to 
his friends—Grandpa to me. 
John has lived his entire life in 
his hometown of Livermore. He 
will be celebrating his birthday 
with his wife of 60 years, Alice, 
their Children, Grandchildren, 
and Great-Grandchildren. Happy 
Birthday Grandpa! Andrea 
Gruidl
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Valley Humane Society presents “Hid-
den Gardens of the Valley Tour,” from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, May 16, rain or 
shine. Tickets are $35 per person. Gardens in 
Pleasanton will be visited. For information call 
(925) 426-8656. 

Armchair Travelers, Livermore Civic 
Center Library on Thurs., May 13, from 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m. Mickie and Brian Koponen will 
show digital photographs of their cruise of 
the Eastern Mediterranean. Mickie and Brian 
visited Italy and Greece, and made stops in 
Croatia and Turkey. Adults are invited to this 
free program on the second Thursday of each 
month in the Community Meeting Rooms of 
the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore. For additional information 
please call 925 373-5500.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, is sponsoring a 
candlelight Vigil in front of the Museum on 
Main, 603 Main Street, downtown Pleasanton, 
Wed., May 12, at 7 PM. Participants will re-
flect on the human and monetary costs of the 
war, honor veterans who have sacrificed, and 
visualize ways of moving beyond this conflict 
to a more peaceful world. In addition, there 
will be a Peaceful War Protest on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, May 26 between 
5 - 6 at the corners of First and Neal Streets. 
Questions?? Call Cathe Norman at (925) 
462-7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.
com; or kdowding@pacbell.net. Website www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org.

Amador Valley Quilt Guild will meet on 
Saturday, May 8 at 1:30 pm at the Pleasanton 
Middle School, 5001 Case Avenue, Pleasan-
ton.  The meeting will be a silent auction of 
quilting related items with proceeds going to 
the guild. Anyone interested in quilting may 
attend.  For further information about the guild 
or upcoming speakers, please visit http://ama-
dorvalleyquilters.org.

Bicycle safety program will be hosted by 
Girl Scout Troop 31070 on Sun., May 16 from 
12:30 to 5 p.m. at Smith Elementary School, 391 
Ontario Dr. It is open to ages 5 and up. There 
is no cost to attend. No registration is required. 
Bring bicycle and helmet, learn the laws. Have 
the helmet and bike checked for proper fit and 
safety, ride the bike skills/obstacle course. 
There will be games and crafts for younger 
riders. Learn how to treat minor bike related 
injuries at a first aid station. Participants will 
be entered in a free raffle to win prizes. For 
information, call Linda Stuart at 373-8853.

Tri-Valley Vegetarian Potluck on Satur-
day, May 8 , 2010 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. This 
event will allow Tri-Valley residents to share 
and enjoy delicious plant-based foods and 
listen to Douglas Husbands speak about "Gut 
Health=Great Health." Participation is open to 
everyone. The San Ramon Library is located 
at 100 Montgomery Street in San Ramon. For 
further information, persons can call 925-989-
1811 and/or view www.ThriveHolistic.com/
vegsociety.html for potluck guidelines.

Birds of Mt. Wanda, walk Sat., May 8 
at the John Muir National Historic Site. Walk 
begins at 8:30 a.m. Meet at the CalTrans Park 
and Ride lot, corner of Alhambra Ave. and 
Franklin Canyon Rd., Martinez. Bring water 
and binoculars (if available). Wear good walk-
ing shows. The trail is steep. Heavy rain cancels. 
For more information, call 228-8860.

Free teen workshop, Pleasanton Com-
munity Counseling Center workshop, "Transi-
tions 101," will explore how to navigate life's 
changes such as economic and family changes, 
parental divorce, changing schools, going to 
college. Co-sponsored by the Pleasanton Li-
brary. Sun., May 16, 2 to 4 p.m. at the library. 
Free. Snacks and a Jamba Juice gift card for at-
tendance. The event will be at the library. Please 
call Jenny to register 600-9762 ext. 7#.

Widowed Men and Women of No. Cali-
fornia, general meeting Tues., May 11, 10:30 
a.m. at the Dublin Library. Champagne brunch 
in San Ramon, May 9, 11:45 a.m., RSVP by 
May 6 to Marsha, 830-8483. Friendly bridge 
in Pleasanton, May 15, 1 p.m., RSVP by May 
12 to Barbara, 426-8876. Movie "Emma" and 
book discussion in Pleasanton, May 16, 2 p.m., 
RSVP by May 12 to Marsha, 830-8483.  

Pleasanton VIP Travel Club, visits 
Peter Pan in San Francisco at the Threesixty 
Centre. Wed., June 9. Stop first at Westfield 

San Francisco Centre for lunch and shopping. 
Tickets are limited. For reservations, sign up at 
the travel desk, 5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, 
931-5370 or Joanne Kelly 224-9888.

Plant Sale, Sat., May 15, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Livermore High School, Cowboy Al-
ley. Benefit Livermore High's 2010 Safe and 
Sane Grad Night.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., May 8, 25 miles Martinez to Benecia and 
Vallejo, meet 9 a.m. at Martinez Shoreline Park, 
Ana Castaneda, 408-6251. Sun., May 9, 30 
miles Dublin to Sunol, meet 9 a.m. at Livermore 
Cyclery, Bob Heady, 833-8241. Mountain bike 
ride, May 10, 8 to 13 miles, 7 p.m., Janis Page, 
408-598-0247. Anyone planning to go on a ride 
is asked to call the leader for details on where 
to meet and what to bring.

Livermore Master Gardener Demon-
stration Garden, Guided tours Saturdays: May 
8, 15, 22; 10-noon. The garden demonstrates 
drought tolerant plant and other earth friendly 
gardening techniques -- Alameda County Mas-
ter Gardeners will be on site to give tours and 
answer plant and gardening questions. 3585 
Greenville Rd., Livermore by the Martinelli 
Center. For more information: http://groups.
ucanr.org/ACMG/index.cfm

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network, 
meets May 17, 7 p.m. Harvest Park Middle 
School, 4900 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Theme: Beyond Food & Exercise; speaker is 
Mark Rogers, fitness consultant. This meeting 
is free for Chapter members & first time visi-
tors. Meetings are held on the third Monday 
evening of each month. For further information, 
please visit www.holisticmoms.org or e-mail 
Tri-ValleyHMN@hotmail.com 

Tuff Girl Fitness is offering a free fit-
ness boot camp for women in Livermore on 
Saturday, May 15 from 8am-9am at a loca-
tion in Livermore (TBA). Morning workout 
and a raffle drawing afterwards. To sign up 
go to www.tuffgirl.com or send an email to 
tuffgirlfitness@yahoo.com

Livermore Amador Genealogical So-
ciety, meets Tues., May 11, 7:30 p.m. Guest 
speaker will be Douglas Mumma. He will 
talk about FamilyFinder and the Mumma 
"proof of concept" project. The meeting is at 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton. For information, or directions 
go to www.L-AGS.org/maps/Pls-BethEmek.
html. Family Tree DNA [FTDNA] will soon 
be offering a new DNA diagnostic tool called 
"FamilyFinder" which matches linked blocks 
of DNA across the 22 autosomal chromosomes 
which everyone has. For additional information 
contact Dick Finn, Program Chairperson, at 
program@L-AGS.org.

Granada High School Class of 1980 
reunion. Friday, June 25, 2010 Pine Street Bar 
& Grill Mixer 8:00pm; Saturday, June 26, 2010 
The Club at Las Positas-Beeb's Dinner Recep-
tion 6:30-11:30pm; After Party, Jackie Tarin 
Rankl's Residence 11:30pm to 1:00am. Find in-
formation on www.Granada High.com/alumni 
/free register, Facebook and Classmates. Tick-
ets on sale now $90 per graduate, $60 for guest 
through May 1st. Questions/Concerns please 
contact Patti Wilson Smylie 925.487.2080 or 
seeme@pattismylie.com

Chefs Grand Tasting, Fri., May 21, 
5:30 to 10 p.m. Shannon Community Center, 
Dublin. Food samplings and fine wines from 
top local restaurants and wineries, musical 
entertainment, silent auction. Hosted by 
Rotary Club of Dublin. Proceeds go to Open 
Heart Kitchen and the Rotary Club chari-
table projects. Tickets $75 per person. www.
rotarydublin.org. Tickets available at Cauchi 
Photography, Earl Anthony's Dublin Bowl, or 
Jon Ric Express Spa.

Pleasanton VIP Travelers, Culinary Insti-
tute of America and Rachael Dunn Chocolates 
in St. Helena, Wed., May 26, $88 members, $89 
nonmembers. Columbia State Park, National, 
Hotel and Railtown, June 19, $78 members, 
$79 nonmembers. Reservations sign up at the 
travel desk at the Pleasanton Senior Center, 
5353 Sunol Blvd. 

Learn Scottish Country dancing at the 
Livermore class of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society, San Francisco Branch. Lively 
reels and jigs, graceful strathspeys. All ages. 
Adults Mondays 8 to 9:30 p.m. Livermore 
Veteran's Hall, 522 South L St., Livermore; 
youth or adult Fridays 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Valley Dance Theatre School, 2247 Second 
St., Suite B, Livermore. Call Margaret Ward, 
449-5932 or Sheena MacQueen, 447-1833.

 Tri-Valley Republican Women Feder-
ated, Voters in the upcoming Republican 

primary are invited to attend a candidate 
forum hosted by the Tri-Valley Republican 
Women Federated at its next dinner meeting on 
Thursday, May 13. Ask questions of Republican 
candidates for national and state offices, and 
learn more about the propositions on the June 8 
ballot. Meeting starts at 6:30pm at Cattlemen's 
Restaurant, 2882 Kitty Hawk Road, Livermore. 
$26 for members, $30 for nonmembers. Ad-
vance reservations required by Monday, May 
10. Call Phyllis at (925) 462-4931 to RSVP. 
Visit www.trivalleyrepublicanwomen.org for 
more information. 

Education Fair, Thurs., May 13, 4 to 7 p.m. 
Livermore Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
Meet representatives from Golden Gate Uni-
versity and other bay area universities. Learn 
about their programs and financing opportuni-
ties. Information, call the Livermore Economic 
Development Department, 960-4140.

 Veterans Employment Conference, 
Wed., May 26, 9 to 11 a.m. Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Ave. Employers 
and Federal Contractors are invited to learn 
about government programs and incentives 
for the hiring of veterans. Information, call the 
Livermore Economic Development Depart-
ment, 960-4140.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with a mis-
sion to distribute stuffed animals to social 
services, emergency services, medical facili-
ties and anyone who needs a hug. Based in 
Livermore, the group reaches around the Bay 
Area and the world. Volunteers needed to hold 
collections of gently used teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals, assist with fund-raising and 
deliver the animals to organizations supported 
by the group. Meetings 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police 
Station. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org 
or call 373-7982 for more information.

Volunteer Orientation, Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, Sat., May 8, 1 to 2:30 p.m. East 
County Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason Drive, 
Dublin. Volunteer opportunities include so-
cializing shelter animals, becoming a dog/cat 
foster, helping at adoption events, helping with 
fund-raising and marketing efforts, and plenty 
of other supportive roles available. Tri-Valley 
Animal Rescue is a 100% nonprofit, 100% vol-
unteer organization, whose mission is to end the 
unnecessary euthanasia of homeless animals. 
Please bring a pen and $10 cash or check as a 
donation to help cover the cost of materials. 
Open to age 18 years or older. Contact Valerie 
May, vmaykm03@hotmail.com or 829-6660. 
To find out more about the organization and 
volunteer opportunities, please visit www.tvar.
org or call 925-803-7043.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new & long-time residents to its monthly 
luncheon on May 20 at Forbes Mill Restaurant, 
200 Sycamore Valley Rd., West, Danville from 
11:30 - 2pm. Program will be the annual instal-
lation of officers. The cost is $19. Call Myrna, 
560-0656, for reservations & info.

St. Michael School first annual Alumni 
Day on May 14, 2010 from 7:00 – 9:00 PM. 
The evening event will be catered in the school 
hall. Casa Orozco will be providing the appe-
tizers and the event will include pictures and 
presentations from prior graduating classes, 
homeroom teacher attendance, and plenty of 
fun and games. There will be fund-raiser for the 
St. Michael Technology Fund. No attendance 
fee is required. Please contact the school to 
reserve space for the first annual Alumni Day, 
email Jtyler@csdo.org.

Picnic in the Park, Fri., June 4, 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Bray Commons. Open to family 
and friends. Barbeque lunch, games, prizes and 
entertainment. Shuttle service to and from the 
picnic is available at the Dublin Senior Center 
by reservation. Price includes a reserved seat at 
a picnic table and lunch. Tickets on sale until 
May 31: Res $3/Non-Res $4. Tickets after May 
31: $5. Activity Code 24377. www.DublinSe-
niorCenter.com. Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd. 

Navigating the College Application 
Maze, This course will provide an overview 
of the entire application process including gen-
eral procedures, early action/decision, getting 
recommendations, writing strong essays, and 
strategies for keeping everything organized. 
Many shortcuts, time-saving resources, and 
tips will be provided. Livermore Adult Edu-
cation - Tuesday, 5/18 6:30-9 and Saturday 
5/22 - 9-11:30 www.livermoreadulted.org 
- 925 606-4722

Bingo night, benefiting Christensen 
Middle School Wrestling team, Sat., May 8. 

Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 
Doors open 4 p.m., bingo starts at 6:30 p.m. 
Must be at least 18 to play. One pack $17; games 
pay $175, $250, and $500. Mystery envelope 
to first 150 players. Snack bar. Proceeds will 
be used to purchase uniforms and equipment. 
Contact Laura Sheppard at the Bingo Ranch, 
606-7777, for information.

Blue Star Moms East Bay, Chapter 101, is 
collecting donations for the deployed military 
personnel to be placed into care packages and 
mailed to them for 4th of July. The dates for 
"Drop Zones" are: Molly's Pup Purr-ee; Sat., 
May 8, 10-3, Pleasanton Wal-Mart; Sat., May 
22, 10-3, Pleasanton Wal-Mart. Information 
contact Stephanie Nimitz, snimitz410@
yahoo.com.

Sunday Bingo, All regular game payouts 
$250. Free game guarantees payout of $350. 
Doors open at 1:30pm. Session begins at 
4:00pm. Must be 18 years old. Bingo Ranch, 
3070 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 606-7777. 
Proceeds go to LVCS/CCEF

RELIGION
Exploring the Gospel of St. Luke: Join 

Fr. Thomas Bonacci, C.P., scripture scholar, 
over five weeks, where he will look at Luke’s 
unique contribution to the Gospel traditions of 
Jesus who models what it means to be “Spirit-
filled” people. Anyone in the community who is 
interested in understanding more about Luke’s 
Gospel is invited. Remaining sessions are on 
Monday evenings, May 17 & 24 at 7:30 pm in 
Borromeo Hall at St. Charles Borromeo 1315 
Lomitas Ave., Livermore. A $5 freewill dona-
tion for Fr. Thomas would be appreciated. For 
more information contact Julie at upcatholic@
aol.com or 925-447-4549 ext 114. 

Meditation Study Group - Practice new 
meditation methods, based on teachings of 
Shinzen Young, using audio, video and hand-
outs. Meeting 7:00-8:30 pm on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month, at Tri-Valley 
Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 Amador Val-
ley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at 
gstaehle@comcast.net

 Prayer Circle - Prayer, meditation, study, 
and sharing. Meeting 7:15-8:30 pm on the 
first, third, and fifth Tuesdays of the month, 
at Tri-Valley Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 
Amador Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact 
Bob at hardyco1@comcast.net.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 
Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open and 
Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for more 
information. 

Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 
to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 

Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
925-305-9468. 

Jewish Voice for Peace political activist 
Michael Batchelder will speak at the First 
Presbyterian Churchin Livermore on Sunday, 
May 16. Batchelder is a solar power engineer 
and long-time political activist. The evening 
will begin with refreshments and fellowship in 
the Fellowship Hall (enter on South K Street) 
at 6:30 pm. At 7 pm, Batchelder will Israeli 
politics, U.S. policy and practical peace activ-
ism, The program will Include an opportunity 
for questions, answers and discussion and will 
conclude at 8:30 pm. The program is sponsored 
by The Vineyard Chapter, Pilgrims of Ibillin. 
All are welcome. The program is free. Dona-
tions gladly accepted. For more information, 
Contact First Presbyterian Church, (925) 
447-2078.

Science & The Bible: The Genesis Debate 
is the topic for May 11 at 7:30 pm at St. Charles, 
1315 Lomitas Ave., in Livermore. Santa Clara 
University Religious Studies professor, David 
Pleins will explore the current debate over 
the Genesis creation story from a variety of 
angles, looking in particular at the theological 
debates, the scientific challenges, the history 
of the conflict, the public policy debate, and 
the enduring meaning of myth. Bring a friend 
to share this with and questions to ask. A $5 
freewill donation will go to pay for speaker 
fees.  contact Julie at upcatholic@aol.com or 
925-447-4549 ext 114.

Finding Certainty in Uncertain Times: 
Prayer-Based Solutions, talk by David Ste-
vens, May 23, 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Four Points 
by Sheraton Pleasanton Hotel, Amador Room, 
5115 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton. There is no 
admission charge. Stevens’ ideas are based on 
the teachings of Jesus as recorded in the Bible, 
and as discussed in Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy. 
More information go to www.seekanswers.
info. This talk is hosted by the Christian Science 
churches in Hayward and Livermore. Care for 
children too young to attend the talk will be 
provided onsite.

Art Show, An exhibit of paintings, pho-
tography, jewelry and more will be shown at 
Tri-Valley Unity on May 16, 11:30 to 1:30, 
2260 Camino Ramon, San Ramon. Music will 
be performed and a raffle held as well. Light 
refreshments served; love offering. Event pre-
ceded by church service at 10 a.m. at which the 
Clarewood Singers perform. All are welcome. 
www.trivalleyunity.com (925) 829-2733. 

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8:30, 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. with Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Bible study for adults 
and activities for all ages on Wednesdays at 
6:45 p.m. 447-1848.

Human Good: The Faith That Sustains 
Me, Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching, Sun., June 
6, 10:30 a.m. Unitarian Universalists, 1893 
North Vasco Rd., Livermore. Lucas will argue 
that liberal religionists must reclaim their belief 
in human good for a world that is hurting. All 
are invited. www.uucil.net.


