
Your Local News Source Since 1963         SERVING LIVERMORE • PLEASANTON • SUNOL THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2011VOLUME XLVIII, NUMBER 20

Art & Entertainment....... Section II 

Bulletin Board............... Section II 

Classifieds...........................11  

Editorial.................................4

Mailbox...................................4

Roundup..................................3

Short Notes.............................10 

Sports......................................6 

Obituaries................................9 

Inside

Find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are  
education stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board list

PET OF THE WEEK
Meet Felix, a six month old kitten looking for his fur-ever 
home. Not only does this feline friend love to play, but 
he enjoys curling up in a warm lap for a midday cat nap. 
Nowhere else will you find a kitten as sweet as him. To 
learn more, call 925-426-8656 or visit the website www.
valleyhumane.org. Valley Humane Society is located at 
3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton. Hours are Tues.- Sat. 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Also, mark your calendars for 
the Maddie’s fund Pet Adoptathon June 4 and 5 where 
VHS will be adopting out orphaned pets free to qualified 
homes. Photo courtesy of Ken Jacoby 

Nearly 400 cyclists participated in Bike to Work Day on Thursday, May 
12, including several local officials.  “Energizer Stations” were set up 
at both the BART stations in Dublin to distribute refreshments, T-shirts, 
and bags of giveaways to bicyclists participating in the Bar Area event.  
Station hosts included the Cities of Dublin & Pleasanton, Hacienda 
Business Park, Dublin Cyclery, Alameda County Public Works, and 
Workday.  (from left) County Supervisor Scott Haggerty, past Valley 
Spokesmen Cycling Club President Jim Kohnen, and Dublin Mayor Tim 
Sbranti visit the East Dublin Energizer Station during Bike to Work Day 
on Thursday, May 12.  (Photo - City of Dublin)

By Patricia Koning
From the start, it was clear 

that the pilot program for green 
waste recycling at Arroyo Seco 
Elementary School in Livermore 
was a success. On day one, 
the students diverted over 200 
pounds of green waste from the 
regular trash. 

“Everyone wins with this pro-
gram,” says Mike Nagel, execu-
tive director of maintenance and 

Livermore School District Pilots 
Green Waste Recycling at Arroyo Seco

operations for the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District. 
“We’re sending less trash into the 
landfill, saving money on trash 
collection fees, and the students 
are learning about recycling and 
waste reduction.” He estimates 
that over the course of a 9-month 
school year, Arroyo Seco could 
divert 14 tons of trash from the 
landfill and save approximately 
$5,000. 

Arroyo Seco was chosen as 
the site of the pilot program, 
which began just after spring 
break, thanks to the efforts of 
parent Susan Ragatz. She started 
the school’s Go Green committee 
and launched an ad-hoc green 
waste recycling program a few 
years ago. “Every day of the 
week, parent volunteers helped 
the kids separate out fruits and 

(See GREEN WASTE, page 2)

By Patricia Koning
The sound of a Mariachi band 

is like no other—sweet violins 
contrasting with brass trumpets, 
a shifting beat, and exuberant 
singing. Students across the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District can now begin 

Mariachi Club the Newest Offering at Junction 
learning this distinct music genre, 
long a part of Mexico’s history, 
through Junction Avenue K-8’s 
Mariachi Club. 

On the evening of Thursday, 
May 12, a large crowd of parents, 
students, staff members, and 
community members came to the 

school to hear a lively Mariachi 
performance, learn more about 
the music, and meet the four Ma-
riachi musicians who will serve 
as the club’s instructors. 

 “To complement our Dual 
Immersion program, we offer en-

(See MARIACHI, page 2)

Panel Aims to 
Educate About 
Homeless Issue

Understanding the homeless 
problem in Livermore and the 
Valley will be the subject of a 
panel discussion on May 26 in 
Livermore.

The panel will begin at 7 p.m. 
and is scheduled to tun until 9 
p.m. at the Robert Livermore
Community Center, 4444 East
Ave.

Participating will be rep-
resentatives from Livermore 
city government, the Tri-Valley 
Haven, Abode Services, and the 
Livermore Homeless Refuge.

Jean Prasher, human services 
program manager for Livermore, 
declared, “We are really looking 
forward to this.” 

Prasher said that the pub-
lic might not know anything 
about the problem, or wondered 
why they are seeing homeless 
people locally and “why they 
are here.”

“If people just have general 
questions, please come. We want 
to educate, and talk about the 
reality. We are all humans, shar-
ing this world together,” said 
Prasher.

There will also be information 
for landlords who might want to 
participate in the rapid rehousing 
program. Sometimes landlords 
understandably don’t want to 
take third party checks, for ex-

(See HOMELESS, page 5)

The Las Positas College Ad-
visory Search Committee has 
added three additional finalists 
for the position of President of 
Las Positas College in Liver-
more.

The finalists will appear at 
the President Candidate Forums 
on Thursday, May 19, 1-4 p.m. 
in Building 800, Room 801, on 
the Las Positas College campus 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore. Following is the 
schedule for the public forums: 
1-2 p.m.  Kindred Murillo; 2-3
p.m. Kevin Walthers, 3 to 4 p.m.
Barry Fussell.

In April, the college decided 
to extend its recruitment period 
after a previous search failed to 
find a new president by a March 
deadline. Four finalists had been 
selected. One of the finalists, 
Joseph Olsen, was hired as presi-
dent of Umpqua Community 
College in Oregon. 

Each of the previous finalists 
will remain as active candidates. 
They are Stephen Schoonmaker, 
vice president of instruction at 
Clatsop Community College in 
Astoria, Ore.

Kimberly Perry, vice presi-
dent of academic affairs at Los 
Angeles City College in Los 
Angeles.

Joseph Olson, vice president 
for military, community and 
economic development at Cop-
per Mountain College in Joshua 
Tree.

Kevin Trutna, vice president 
for academic and student services 
at Yuba College in Marysville.

The new president will re-
place DeRionne Pollard, who left 
the college in June after about 
two years to become president 
of Montgomery College in Mary-
land.  Guy F. Lease is acting as 
interim president.

Following is a list of the 

Three Added to 
List of Finalists 
for LPC President 

(See FINALISTS, page 5)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A mariachi band entertained an audience at Junction Avenue K-8.

By Jeff Garberson
Scientists may debate the fine 

points of climate change, and 
politicians can give speeches 
about it. However, in a capitalist 
country, what really counts is 
that there are profits to be made 
by saving energy, installing solar 
panels and generally going green, 
according to the prominent activ-
ist L. Hunter Lovins.

“Smart companies are trying 
to solve the climate problem be-
cause it is profitable to do so,” she 
told an audience Monday night 
in Pleasanton’s Firehouse Arts 
Center. “Quit the arguments and 
get on with the solar!”

She made much the same 

Protecting the climate 
makes good business 
sense, says author

point in her new book, Climate 
Capitalism. “Smart money is 
moving rapidly into clean-en-
ergy technologies,” she wrote. 
“This is in part because it is such 
a good place to invest money, 
but also because players in the 
energy market see regulations 
looming.”

Lovins is co-founder of the 
Rocky Mountain Institute, which 
explores sustainable solutions to 
business problems. She is presi-
dent and CEO of the consulting 
firm, Natural Capitalism Inc., 
and its nonprofit spinoff, Natural 
Capitalism Solutions. She teach-
es sustainable business practices 

(See CLIMATE, page 4)

The Pleasanton school board 
has approved the proposed labor 
agreements with its teachers and 
classified employees unions.

The board okayed the one-
year contracts at its meeting May 
10. The teachers contract gives
$1.7 million back to the district.
The union was able to give back

Teachers Saving Pleasanton $1.7 
Million Without Furlough Days

that money without having to 
take any furlough days. 

The Independent said incor-
rectly last week that the teachers 
were taking four furlough days 
in the coming year. Instead, the 
story should have said that the 
concessions were approximately 
the equivalent of the money that 

would be saved by taking four 
furlough days, a comparison 
made to a reporter by teachers 
union president Trevor Knaggs.

To save the $1.7 million, 
teachers agreed to several things. 
One is the suspension of the col-
laboration period at the compre-

Pleasanton will hold a special 
city council meeting, tonight, 
May 19 to ratify a new agree-
ment with the Pleasanton City 
Employees Association.

The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m.

The union represents miscel-
laneous employees. 

The city and the union had a 
tentative agreement in place in 
January. However, following a 
series of meetings in which  the 
public voiced opposition to the 
agreement, negotiations were 
reopened.

The two main issues had to 
do with employee contributions 
to retirement. 

The first, in  the tentative 
contract, the union had agreed 
starting 7/1/11 to pay 2 percent (See SAVINGS, page 5)

of the employee PERS (public 
employment retirement system) 
contribution through March 31, 
2013. Under the new agreement 
all employees begin paying 2% 
on 7/1/11 towards PERS; all 
employees begin paying 3% 
on 12/1/11; and all employees 
begin paying 4% on 7/1/12. The 
savings to the budget through 
March 31, 2013 are estimated at 
$1.05 million.

The second issue was the need 
to implement a two tier retire-
ment formula for new hires.

The new two tier retirement 
system would be implemented 
no earlier than March 31, 2013, 
following negotiations with 
police and fire unions. The two 
tier retirement formula would 

Pleasanton, Union Agree 
On Pension Changes

(See UNION, page 4)

Tri-Valley cities are banding 
together to send the state redis-
tricting commission a message: 
Don’t split us up.

Led by Dublin Mayor Tim 
Sbranti, the cities are signing on 
to a letter that asks the commis-
sion to try not to split the area into 
other districts. Although it is too 
much to expect that all five cities 
will wind up in the same districts, 
the commission should avoid 
Pleasanton’s current situation, 
said Sbranti.

The bulk of Pleasanton is in 
the 18th assembly District (Mary 

Cities Don’t Want Redistricting Divisions
Hayashi). However, the eastern 
portion is in the 15th Assembly 
District (Joan Buchanan), and 
a sliver on the south side is in 
the 20th Assembly District (Bob 
Wiechowski).

Sbranti was moved to act 
after he read that Walnut Creek 
is in segments of three different 
county supervisorial districts. 
When cities share a community 
of interest, they should be kept 
together as much as possible in 
state and federal districts, said 
Sbranti.

Sbranti cited several areas of 

common interest. The Tri-Val-
ley’s city councils meet jointly 
every quarter to size up mutual 
problems and act cooperatively 
to solve them. The five cities’ 
mayors visit the national capital 
together to present a package of 
their needs to the area’s congres-
sional representatives. 

There is cooperation on trans-
portation planning and on run-
ning the Valley’s public cable 
TV channel.

“At the end of the day, by 
virtue of everything we do, we 

(See REDISTRICTING, page 4)

Those who attended last 
Saturday’s Sustainable Com-
munities Strategy Leadership 
Summit cam to the conclusion, 
“We don’t want to continue to 
do things the same way for the 
next 25 years.”

The session was hosted by 
Alameda County Supervisors 
Scott Haggerty and Nadia Lock-
yer. There were over a hundred 
people present.

The summit was an opportuni-
ty to provide input on the recently 
released draft vision of the Sus-
tainable Communities Strategy 
(SCS). The SCS is being created 
in response to SB 375 require-
ments. The measure includes the 

following: reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 15 percent per 
capita by 2035, provide housing 
for all income levels, introduce 
realistic demographic and rev-
enue assumptions, and coordi-
nate transportation investments, 
housing, and land use plan. The 
final SCS for the Bay Area will be 
adopted in early 2013 by ABAG 
and MTC.

Haggerty commented, “The 
desire is to make where we live 
a better place and to be a leader 
for the entire globe. The SCS is 
a starting point in a discussion to 
make that happen.”

Presentations were provided 
on regional and countywide 

planning efforts from represen-
tatives from the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission 
(MTC), Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG), Bay 
Area Air Quality Management 
District (BAAQMD), Bay Area 
Conservation and Development 
Commission, Alameda County 
Transportation Commission, and 
East Bay Economic Develop-
ment Alliance.

Ken Kirkey from ABAG 
called the draft an unconstrained 
scenario in that it assumes enough 
money for transportation and 
housing, and the infrastructure 
to provide a house for everyone 
who wants one. He said that the 

initial projection of 900,000 new 
units will be modified. When it 
comes to future development, 
ninety-seven percent of the fu-
ture units are projected to be 
built within the existing urban 
footprint. There is very little 
greenfield development provided 
for in the SCS. 

Henry Hilkin from BAAQMD 
said of future air quality regula-
tions,, “We are now looking at 
localized exposures on devel-
opment from freeways, trains, 
and industry. In considering 
the impacts, no residential or 
schools can be built next to a 
railyard, a congested freeway, or 
refineries. We want to promote 

infill development, development 
in downtowns, and mixed use 
development as a way to reduce 
auto use.”

Doug Kimsey of MTC stated 
that land use and transportation 
planning are more closely inte-
grated than ever. It is anticipated 
that there will be more robust 
transportation around designated 
growth areas. Even with a plan, 
the area will still fall short of 
greenhouse emission reductions 
by 2035. 

He said some of the com-
plaints he has heard about the 
plan is that jobs and housing 
growth are too aggressive. “We 

Land Use, Transportation Planning Changes Eyed

(See PLANNING, page 5)
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vegetables before they threw out 
their lunches,” she explains. “I 
brought the green waste back to 
my house and ground it up to put 
in the school compost bins.”

That proved too labor-inten-
sive, so last year the Colt Club, 
Arroyo Seco’s leadership pro-
gram, took over recycling alumi-
num, plastic, and drink pouches 
under the direction of science 
specialist Darlene Stovall. They 
recycled so many drink pouches 
that in 2010 TerraCycle named 
the school one of the top 100 
recyclers in the country. 

Ragatz began asking Waste 
Management, provider of trash 
service for the District, and Dis-
trict administration about imple-
menting a formal green waste 
recycling program. “Knowing 
how hard this site had been 
working on recycling, this was 
the obvious place to start a pilot 
program,” says Nagel. 

Nagel, Arroyo Seco principal 
Stephen Bering, and Ragatz 
agreed that for the program to 
succeed District-wide, it had 
to be self-sufficient. “It’s not 
sustainable or realistic to rely 
on parent volunteers or create 
additional work for teachers and 
staff,” says Ragatz. “The kids 
have to take charge.”

Stovall and Arroyo Seco’s 
other science specialist Kathryn 
Strube prepared the students by 
teaching about green waste recy-
cling. Colt Club students made 
posters showing where to dispose 
of different items. 

For example, straws go into 
the trash but drink pouches go 
into a special collection bin. 
Napkins go into green waste. 
Raisin boxes go straight into 
green waste, but a fruit cup gets 
separated—any leftover fruit 
goes into green waste and the cup 
goes into recycling.

The students also empty drink 
containers into a liquids-only bin 
before recycling the containers. 
“Every week, we’re separating 
out 40 pounds of liquids that used 
to go into the regular trash,” says 
Ragatz. 

Another change was letting 
the kids separate their trash as 
needed, not after they were dis-
missed, to avoid long lines. The 
trash can area can be daunting—
there are green cans for green 
waste, blue cans for recycling, 
black for landfill, another bin for 
liquids, plus collection areas for 
school lunch trays (recyclable, 
but bulky), milk cartons, and 
drink pouches. 

During each lunch period, 
two Colt Club students stand by 
the waste bins and help direct 
students as they dispose of their 
lunch trash. To keep things run-
ning smoothly, the lunch servers 
make announcements about 
where to throw away packaging 
for school lunches. 

After lunch on the first day of 
green waste recycling, Stovall 
showed the students how much 
trash they’d diverted—seven 32-
gallon bags. Now the number of 
bags ranges from eight to 12 each 
day. Stovall regularly pops in at 
lunchtime to quiz kids on how to 

separate their trash. 
Green waste recycling has 

spread from Arroyo Seco’s lunch-
room to the rest of the school. 
Soon after the program began, the 
teachers asked for green waste 
bins for their break room. 

“We’ve added green waste 
containers to classrooms and 
restrooms,” says Ragatz. “We’re 
beginning to work with Extended 
Student Services so they can also 
recycle green waste.” She adds 
that Waste Management has been 
very supportive. 

Help is also coming from the 
District Office. Last year, as part 
of a waste reduction campaign, 
Campus Catering implemented 
a salad and fresh fruit bar. “The 
benefits to this program are 
huge,” says Barbara Lee, director 
of Campus Catering. “The salad 

bar setup reduces packaging 
waste and food waste. The kids 
eat what they take and take what 
they will eat.”

To further reduce waste, Ber-
ing wants to explore the option 
of serving milk in the same 
way rather than in individual 
cartons. 

The District now plans to im-
plement green waste recycling at 
all elementary and middle schools 
in the 2011/12 school year. Nagel 
estimates that this could save the 
District at least $25,000 a year. 
As one of the largest elementary 
schools, savings at Arroyo Seco 
are higher than they would be at 
other sites.

The District also will work 
with the Go Green programs at 
the high schools to support their 
green waste recycling efforts.

MARIACHI
(continued from page one)

Colt Club members with the seven bags of diverted green waste, collected on the first day of the 
pilot program. 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Security, LLC (LLNS) is kicking 
off its annual Community Gift 
Program to benefit local and 
area non-profit organizations 
for 2011.

The program provides up to 
$100,000 in funding to support 
organizations addressing sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and/or mathematics (STEM) 
education, community-service 
and philanthropic needs in com-
munities having a large popula-
tion of Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL) 
employees. Nonprofit California 
educational institutions, IRS-
qualified 501(c)(3) organiza-
tions, and government agencies 
serving Alameda, Contra Costa 
and San Joaquin counties are 
eligible to apply. Gifts will be 
awarded in amounts from $1,000 
to $20,000.

Established in 2008, the Com-
munity Gift Program received 
more than 60 applications for 
grants in 2010. Twenty-three 
applications were selected for 
awards, the majority of which 
served children in the Tri-Valley 
and San Joaquin County, with a 
focus on science and math educa-
tion and cultural arts. The Com-
munity Gift Program expands 
upon LLNS’ community giving, 
which continues to benefit the 
Greater Bay Area.

In December 2010, LLNS 

richment activities that celebrate 
Hispanic culture. We have the 
Futsal Club, Hispanic Culture 
Club, and Ballet Folklórico, 
so music was the natural next 
step,” explained Belia Martinez, 
the parent center coordinator at 
Junction Avenue K-8. 

After asking around for local 
Mariachi musicians, Alicia Calo-
nico, organizer of the Hispanic 
Club, directed Martinez to Liver-
more resident Jonathan Clark. A 
well-known Mariachi performer 
for over 30 years, Clark is the 
Mariachi Ensemble coordinator 
and instructor at Stanford Uni-
versity and founding director 
of the San José State University 
Mariachi Workshop. 

“There really isn’t any Maria-
chi music to speak of in Liver-
more,” he said. “There are a few 
performances at different events, 
but no place where you can go to 
regularly hear Mariachi music. 
It’s really a pleasure to be here 
at the beginning of this program 
that I hope will turn into some-
thing big.” 

The other instructors are Ray-
mundo Coronado, Juan Reyes, 
and Gustavo Sanchez, all cel-
ebrated Bay Area Mariachi musi-
cians. They were joined by four 
additional musicians for the 
performance at Junction. 

Mariachi is a genre of music 
that originated in small villages 

across Mexico. “Mariachi is 
considered a musical symbol of 
Mexico. However, its history is 
very scantily documented be-
cause it was the music of poor 
people,” said Clark. 

Mariachi ensembles typically 
consist of violins, trumpets, clas-
sical guitar, a high-pitched, five-
string guitar called a vihuela, 
a large acoustic bass called a 
guitarrón, and a harp. The sharply 
contrasting sounds of the instru-
ments create the unique, lively 
sound of Mariachi music. 

The club will meet every 
Thursday from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. 
For the first hour, students will 
learn one instrument and in the 
second hour, the entire group 
will come together to perform. 
Clark will teach the guitarrón, 
Coronado will teach trumpet, 
Reyes will teach violin and voice, 
and Sanchez will teach classical 
guitar and vihuela.

The cost of the club is $45 per 
month. Martinez says Junction is 
soliciting grants and donations 
for the program so the school 
can begin offering scholarships 
for needy students. The Mariachi 
Club is open to all students in the 
Livermore School District. 

For more information, visit 
the Junction Avenue K-8 website 
at http://jams.schoolloop.com/ 
or call the school office, 925-
606-4720. 

 

matched $1 million in employee 
donations to the Lab’s HOME 
(Helping Others More Effective-
ly) Campaign. The HOME Cam-
paign benefits community/non-
profit agencies in the Tri-Valley, 
San Joaquin Valley and Greater 
Bay Area. Since 1997, HOME 
has raised more than $1 million 
annually through employee dona-
tions that go directly to agencies 
selected by the employees. 

Last year LLNL employees 
pledged more than $2.4 million to 
the HOME Campaign, the largest 
amount ever raised during the 
years of conducting the HOME 
Campaign. The contributions 
benefitted more than 400 local 
agencies.  Adding the $1 million 
LLNS match brought the total 
contribution to more than $3.4 
million.

All organizations interested in 
applying to the LLNS Commu-
nity Gift Program must submit a 
gift application to LLNS by July 
8, 2011. To be eligible, organiza-
tions must be sustainable and fi-
nancially viable and accountable 
for spending and program results. 
All applicants will be notified of 
the outcome of their proposal by 
Sept. 15, 2011.

More information on LLNS 
and its Community Gift Program 
is available at www.llnsllc.com. 
For an application, go to the Web 
at http://www.llnsllc.com/com-
munityGiving/llnsgift.asp.

GREEN WASTE
(continued from page one)Applications Being 

Accepted for Gift Program
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Prescription Fraud
Members of the Pleasanton Police Department 

Special Enforcement Unit arrested 24 year-old 
Christina Marie Singleterry and 27 year-old Evan 
Derek Becker at a residence in Livermore.  The 
arrests took place on May 12. An arrest warrant 
had been issued for Singleterry in connection to 
at least 32 counts of prescription fraud.  Officers 
also obtained a search warrant for the residence 
shared by Singleterry and Becker.

Until recently, Singleterry had been employed 
as a medical assistant by a doctor’s office in 
Pleasanton.  Officers learned that Singleterry 
had been using the doctor’s private information 
to prescribe dangerous and highly addictive nar-
cotic pills to herself, and that she had also been 
fraudulently initiating prescriptions for Becker.  
Neither Singleterry nor Becker were legitimate 
patients at the medical office.

Officers found prescription pills and evidence 
of significant fraudulent activity at the home.  In 
addition, officers located evidence suggesting 
that other doctors in the area may have been 
targeted for fraudulent activity and that unau-
thorized prescriptions may have been issued in 
their names.  The Special Enforcement Unit is 
following up on these leads and notifying these 
medical offices to minimize additional fraud.

Singleterry is being held at the Santa Rita 
Jail in lieu of $640,000 bail.  Becker is also in 
custody, with bail yet to be determined.  The 
Pleasanton Police Department is seeking as-
sistance from anyone who may have additional 
information regarding this case.  Please contact 
Sgt. Reimer at (925) 931-5170. 

State of the County Talk
Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty 

will present the "State of Alameda County"on 
Tues., May 24 in the Palm Pavilion at the Alam-
eda County Fairgrounds.  The event is hosted by 
the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce. 

Networking begins at 11:30am. The program 
and lunch begin at 12 noon and conclude at 
1pm.  There will be a sneak preview of the new 
flagpole monument on the fairgrounds that is a 
tribute to Alameda County's leadership dating 
back to the 1800's.

 Tickets are $35 for Chamber members and 
$45 for non-members. They can be reserved at 
846-5858 or www.pleasanton.org.

580 Work Closes Lanes
Caltrans began roadway rehabilitation on 

westbound Interstate 580 between N. Livermore 
Avenue and Airway Boulevard. Work will in-
clude grinding existing pavement and replacing 
with new pavement.

Construction will continue for approximately 
eight weeks. During this work, Caltrans will close 
two lanes Monday night through Friday night, 
from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m.

The westbound I-580 on-ramps at North 
Livermore Avenue and Portola Road will also be 
closed as needed during construction.

Motorists are advised to allow extra time for 

their commute.  

Personnel Commission
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District Board of Directors is seeking applicants 
to serve on the Personnel Commission. The Com-
mission has a vacancy due to the resignation of 
Commissioner Lindsay Paul, who is relocating.

LARPD is accepting applicants through 5 
p.m. Friday, June 3, for a volunteer position on 
the Commission. Personnel Commissioners are 
appointed by the Board to four-year terms.

The Commission is a volunteer body and 
monitors the District’s personnel policies, over-
sees the hiring of full-time staff, hears appeals 
of disciplinary actions and makes recommen-
dations to the Board of Directors on matters 
of personnel administration. The Commission 
meets as needed, but normally not more than 
once a month.

Individuals should submit a letter of interest 
and information on knowledge and experience 
with personnel administration to District General 
Manager Timothy J. Barry, LARPD, 4444 East 
Ave., Livermore, Calif., 94550. For more infor-
mation about the position, please call Tim Barry 
at 925-373-5700.

Education Outreach Honored
The Lawrence Livermore National Labora-

tory was honored recently for its community 
and education outreach programs by two local 
organizations.

At the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School 
District's (LVJUSD) annual awards breakfast, 
School Superintendent Kelly Bowers recognized 
the Lab with the district's Partner in Education 
award. She commended the Lab's efforts, par-
ticularly in providing community tours, Super 
Science field trips, Fun with Science, Science 
on Saturday, teacher professional development 
programs and for operating the Discovery Center. 
In addition, she thanked Lawrence Livermore 
National Security, LLC (LLNS), the Lab's man-
ager, for its generous donations by the LLNS 
community gift program to LVJUSD over the 
past several years.

The Tri-Valley Educational Collaborative 
(TEC) celebrated its 20th anniversary at a pro-
gram held in Pleasanton, where the Lab was rec-
ognized for being the only industry member on 
the TEC administrative council. Nadine Horner 
of the Lab's Public Affairs Office represents the 
Lab on the council.

The TEC is a Carl Perkins IV grant-funded 
effort that has prepared students for college 
and careers since 1991. TEC is a collaborative 
forum that evaluates and plans career technical 
education articulation strategies through a re-
gional effort among local education jurisdictional 
governing boards including: Chabot-Las Positas 
Community College District, Las Positas Col-
lege, Dublin Unified School District, Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School District, Pleasanton 
Unified School District, Sunol Unified School 
district and Tri-Valley Regional Occupational 
Program. 

The Livermore Rotary Club 
offered final Rotarians Enriching 
and Directing Youth (READY) 
enrichment field trip for students 
at Junction K-8 School on Satur-
day, May 14, 2011 at the Banke 
Cattle Ranch, 6999 Arroyo Road 
in Livermore.

Students were involved in 
a variety of ranching activities 
and demonstrations – i.e. rop-
ing, branding, feeding of cattle. 
Careers in agriculture was the 
underlying theme of the day.

The READY Program spon-
sored by the noon Rotary club 
is an enrichment and mentoring 
program targeted for 6th grade 
students at Junction K-8 School. 
The selected small group of stu-
dents that were chosen to partici-

pate in the READY Program has 
benefited from enrichment activi-
ties and links their educational 
classes to career possibilities and 
show how education is their key 
to the future.

Beginning in January 2011, 
Rotarians have hosted field trips 
to: Livermore Airport, Livermore 
Police Department, Train Muse-
um in Sunol, and the Poppyridge 
Golf Course.

 

Kids Visit 
Cattle Ranch
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Response to Letter
Tim Salaver
President
Pacific Masterworks Chorus

I'm responding to Helen Mei-

er's letter in your 12/16/2010 
issue. While the letter itself was 
a nice clarification to Cathy's ar-
ticle which you featured in your 
12/2/2010 issue, the anonymous 
phone call that Cathy received 
was not so nice. While I can 
understand passion for one's 
community chorus, I do not 
understand the vitriol that was 
directed toward Cathy because 
of her statements regarding the 
Pacific Masterworks Chorus 
representing and being about the 
community. We created the cho-
rus to be a community resource 
and since July 2010, we have 
sung concerts in support of the 
Dublin Emergency Food Bank, 
The Salvation Army Food Pantry 

(Concord), and Japan Earthquake 
Relief. We have performed with 
Bay Bells (Palo Alto), Liberty 
High School (Brentwood) Cham-
ber Singers, and Cantabella 
Children's Chorus (Livermore). 
In June, we will be singing in 
support of our Tri-Valley Home-
town Heroes and remember 9/11 
with special guest San Jose-based 
Voices In Harmony. 

In December, we will be sing-
ing with the Livermore Amador 
Symphony, performing at the 
Firehouse Arts Center, and co-
producing a Messiah Sing-along 
in San Ramon. Our members 
come from all over the East 
and South Bay to sing for the 
Tri-Valley communities. While 

are primary rehearsal venue 
is in Dublin, we also rehearse 
Pleasanton and Concord. We've 
raised money and performed for 
food pantries because the people 
in those communities need the 
help. To receive criticism for 
our existence and for Cathy to be 
yelled at her for her statements is 
hurtful and inexcusable.

This letter is late in respond-
ing because Cathy did not want 
to make this an issue and she took 
the criticism alone. As President 
of the Board of Directors, it is my 
responsibility to set the record 
straight on who we are and what 
we mean to the community. The 
performing arts are the heart 

(More MAILBOX, page 9)

Scott Haggerty Honored 
Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty was awarded 

the Association of Bay Area Government’s Distinguished 
Leadership Award at ABAG’s recent spring conference in 
Oakland.

The award was presented under ABAG’s “Growing 
Smart Together” program. Haggerty was nominated by 
the City of Livermore and Livermore Chamber of Com-
merce, who cited his support of transit-oriented planning 
and other smart growth endeavors, including downtown 
cultural development

In addition to representing Livermore, Pleasanton, Dub-
lin, Sunol and Fremont on the Alameda Board of Supervisors 
for the past 14 years, Haggerty has served on numerous local 
and regional boards. He is former president of ABAG.

He says he finds his work especially satisfying because 
“the outcomes have both local and regional benefits, The 
communities in my district are strategically located to take 
advantage of major economic and infrastructure oppor-
tunities that meet local, regional and ultimately state and 
national goals,” Haggerty has said.

 Congratulations, Supervisor Haggerty. Keep up the 
good work. 

at the Bainbridge Institute, which 
is part of the Colorado State Uni-
versity business school. 

It’s not that she isn’t worried 
about the natural impact of cli-
mate change. She recognizes the 
danger of rising oceans, chang-
ing rain patterns and threats to 
agriculture.

She said she prefers the term 
“global weirding” to characterize 
the strange and chaotic nature of 
what is happening: record floods, 
record heat spells, rising seas, 
loss of glaciers and ice sheets, 
and droughts. 

She believes, with Presi-
dential Science Advisor John 
Holdren, that the atmosphere has 
been damaged by greenhouse 
gas emissions, deforestation and 
other human activities, and that 
the problem will get worse. 

She quoted Holdren as saying 
that because of human activities, 
we are facing “mitigation, adap-
tation and suffering.” 

According to Holdren, “The 
more mitigation we do, the less 
adaptation will be required, and 
the less suffering there will be.”

Lovins’s thesis is that the 
solution lies in the self-interest 
of business.

For example, adapting to a 
changing climate will involve 
industries as diverse as insurance, 
energy, construction and tourism, 
Lovins explains in Climate Capi-
talism. All face both “threats and 
opportunities.”

The insurance industry is 
looking at “ever greater expo-
sure because of the increase in 
natural disasters.” In the energy 
sector, “companies are coping 
with spiking demand for cool-
ing.” In construction, the issue is 
“infrastructure damaged by ever 
larger storms and demands for 
innovative housing.” 

As for tourism, “beaches 
erode, hurricanes threaten vaca-
tion seasons, ski resorts warm 
and destination sites vanish 
beneath rising water levels.” All 
these factors lead to declining 
revenues.

Monday night in Pleasan-
ton, wearing her characteristic 
black ranch hat and speaking 
to a supportive audience, she 
moved quickly through a series 
of examples in which large and 
small businesses saved money 
by taking sensible steps toward 
greater efficiency:

• Diversey, a Wisconsin com-
pany that provides commercial 
cleaning and sanitation products 
around the world, has made ag-
gressive commitments to reduce 
water usage and greenhouse 
gases. It projects close to a two-
fold return on its investment in 
these projects.

• One company with 6,300 
computers and monitors left 
running all the time found that it 
would save $700,000 after one 
year of instructing employees to 
turn them off when not in use. A 
year ago, Ford Motor Co. said 
that it would save $1 million per 
year by shutting off computers 
that were not in use.

• Ripe, a small graphics de-
sign company in Washington, 
D.C., found that simple steps 
to save electrical costs – replac-
ing incandescent lights, holding 
meetings in rooms with natural 
light and shutting off lights and 
computers that were not in use 
– cut monthly electrical costs 
from $220 to $90.

• Here in the Bay Area, Mi 
Rancho Tortilla Factory in San 

Leandro saved $35,000 by sub-
stituting high efficiency lights for 
incandescent ones.

While Lovins believes in the 
power of enlightened business 
to improve through self-interest, 
she is mistrustful of the business-
as-usual approach of traditional 
capitalists like Milton Friedman 
and Jack Welch, who, she claims, 
believed that near term profits 
and shareholder value were the 
only interest of the corporate 
executive.

She suggests in Climate Capi-
talism that corporations follow-
ing that short term approach 
are acting in their own worst 
interests. They hire lobbyists 
to be sure national policies do 
not divert too much attention to 
global issues like rising ocean 
levels, food shortages and debt-
ridden economies. However, 
these issues “and the growing 
demand for commodities by 
China and India are only a few 
of the forces that will inevitably 
change everything about the way 
we do business,” she writes.

At her most pessimistic, 
Lovins gave a dark picture of 
future risk. “If we just let busi-
ness go on as usual, we’re not 
going to like it,” she said, leaning 
forward and adding in an omi-
nously confidential tone: “We’re 
up against it.” 

At other times, she referred to 
the decline of major biological 
systems, from the marine life that 
forms the basis for much of the 
world’s food chain, threatened by 
the rising acidity of the oceans, to 
the shrinking Amazon rainforest, 
“the world’s lung.” 

If we can’t learn to protect 
these, she said, “It could be ‘Tilt! 
Game Over!’” 

Lovins does not see the fed-
eral government as helpful, 
either in establishing an indus-
trial policy that will deal with 
the changing environment or in 
joining the international effort to 
reduce greenhouse gases. “Our 
national government has failed 
us,” she said.

She clearly admires several 
of the initiatives taken in Sacra-
mento, such as the Climate Pro-
tection Act that capped carbon 
emissions. However, she warned 
about political efforts to reverse 
direction, such as last year’s 
Proposition 32, which would 
have overturned the law. 

Locally, she praised Pleasan-
ton for its municipal and com-
mercial efforts to reduce energy 
use and promote non-carbon 
approaches to electrical genera-
tion. She also spoke highly of the 
participatory democratic process 
that brought people out on a 
Monday night for her talk and a 
discussion of what can be done 
about climate issues. 

Still, she sees business as the 
dynamic key to improvement, 
and she finds reasons for hope. 
In Climate Capitalism, she cites 
surveys showing that “more 
than 70 percent of the top global 
companies are on a sustainable 
path.” More and more companies 
are revealing their “carbon foot-
print” as part of a commitment 
to sustainability, and widely 
read magazines like Time and 
Bloomberg Business Week “feel 
compelled to provide annual lists 
of the hundred most sustainable 
companies.”

Sustainability is now driving 
innovation, she said. “The na-
tion that innovates will rule the 
world.” Whether that nation is 
America remains to be seen.

CLIMATE
(continued from page one)

implement pre-2001 retirement 
formulas.

The change would reduce the 
city’s unfunded liability by $3.4 
million for the miscellaneous 
group. The change will also have 
the effect of extending retirement 
ages and reducing annual pen-
sions for new personnel hired 
after the implementation date.

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
commented, “Pension reform 
has been a hot topic all across the 
country. Pleasanton employees 
have stepped up to the plate. As 
a result we will be able to start 
reducing the city’s unfunded li-
ability.”

UNION 
(continued from page one)

are a community of interest by 
the state’s own definition. I feel 
we have a compelling case,” said 
Sbranti.

The California Citizens Redis-
tricting Commission is supposed 
to take community of interest 
into account when it redraws the 
district boundaries. Proposition 
20 established the definition of 
a community of interest as “a 

REDISTRICTING
(continued from page one)

Rep. John Garamendi, whose 
10th Congressional District in-
cludes Livermore, was the only 
member of the House Commit-
tee on Armed Services to vote 
against the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA).

The panel’s vote on May 16 
was 60-1. All committee mem-
bers were present, except for 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, who is 
recovering from the assassination 
attempt.

Garamendi said that he voted 
against the defense act because it 
extends the war in Afghanistan, 
delays the repeal of Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell, and “furthers billions 
of dollars in wasteful Pentagon 
spending.”

Garamendi said, “The bloated 

Garamendi Casts Lone Vote Against Defense Act
military contracts need to be on 
the table. It is immoral to bal-
ance the budget on the backs 
of families struggling to get by 
while simultaneously letting the 
special interests with the best 
lobbyists continue with business 
as usual.”

The big foreign policy focus 
for Garamendi has been his drive 
to pull most of the nearly 100,000 
U.S. troops out of Afghanistan.

Garamendi is the author of 
a bill to withdraw at least 90 
percent of U.S. troops by 2013. 
It was introduced into the Armed 
Services Committee earlier this 
month, but pulled back on a 
procedural matter. He plans to 
introduce it again next week.

In an action separate from 
Garamendi’s bill in committee, 
the congressman signed a bipar-
tisan letter from congressional 
members to President Obama, 
which explains their sentiments 
about ending the war.

Noting that al Qaeda leader 
Osama bin Laden has been killed, 
the letter says, “We believe it (the 
war) is no longer the best way to 
defend America against terror 
attacks. We urge you to withdraw 
all troops from Afghanistan that 
are not crucial to the immediate 
national security objective of 
combating al Qaeda.”

It was signed by Democrats 
Garamendi, Peter Welch of Ver-
mont, Rush Holt of New Jersey, 

and John Tierney of Massachu-
setts. Republican signers were 
Jason Chaffetz of Utah, Walter 
Jones of North Carolina, John 
Campbell of California, and John 
Duncan of Tennessee.

The letter urges that the laser-
like focus of intelligence and 
action that ended bin Laden’s 
leadership also be used to combat 
al Qaeda. Only troops necessary 
for that narrow focus should be 
left in Afghanistan.

The letter says that the war is 
costing American taxpayers $2 
billion weekly, with $386 billion 
already spent. Billions more “in 
legacy costs await us. Every dol-
lar spent is added to America’s 
deficit.”

i-GATE, a regional public-
private partnership which sup-
ports small businesses, will host 
the Livermore Cleantech Open 
Briefing with PG&E on Friday, 
May 20, 2011, 8:30am-10:30am. 
The Cleantech Open Briefing is 
i-GATE’s first event. 

Cleantech entrepreneurs, in-
vestors, and professionals are 
invited to attend and learn about 

The City of Livermore Re-
development Agency (RDA) 
made a second payment in as 
many years to pay its share of a 
$2.05 billion State raid of local 
redevelopment funds passed by 
the State Legislature in 2009. The 
RDA payment of $321,000 is part 
of $350 million paid on May 10 
by hundreds of redevelopment 
agencies statewide. The funds 
will go to meet the State’s obli-
gations to trial courts. Last year, 

By Ron McNicoll
California Gov. Jerry Brown’s 

revised budget has found $3 
billion more for the state’s k-12 
schools. However, don’t expect 
any districts to hire laid-off 
teachers with the money.

The governor’s revision, 
which he released May 16, in-
cludes $6.6 billion more revenue 
in the state’s general fund than 
in Brown’s budget proposal in 
January, thanks to a recovering 
California economy. 

The $6.6 billion is split be-
tween $2.8 billion in the current 
2010-11 fiscal year and $3.5 
billion in 2011-12. Inclusion of 
changes in accruals and other 
revenues lifts the total amount 
to $6.6 billion.

There is no change for cities, 
which have their revenue pro-
tected by Prop. 22.

The additional $3 billion 
promised to schools will smooth 
the districts’ cash flows, so they 
no longer will have to borrow 
money during the year to pay 
their own staffs. 

That was seen as a note of 
good news by both Pleasanton 
assistant superintendent Luz Caz-
eres and Livermore schools chief 
business official Susan Kinder.

However, the $3 billion does 
not provide any new revenue 
that would help classroom fund-
ing. Therefore, the 62 full-time 
equivalent teachers laid off by 

No Lift for Schools in Revised Budget
the Pleasanton school district this 
year will not be coming back as a 
result of the budget revise.

As Cázares explained, “My 
revenue is the same. What chang-
es is the cash.” The district has 
borrowed money in the past on 
a Tax and Revenue Anticipation 
Note (TRAN) to cover paying 
staff.

SCHOOLS’ BUDGETS
ARE STILL UNCERTAIN
There is still a dark cloud over 

school finance, because the May 
revision contains the assumption 
that Brown will be able to place 
a tax extension initiative on the 
ballot in November to help close 
the $12 billion budget gap. 

If tax extensions or new taxes 
aren’t on the ballot, the deficit 
will have to be closed entirely 
by cuts. That could mean educa-
tion would take a hit so large that 
some districts would have to lay 
off more teachers. Pleasanton 
has already said that new labor 
contracts would be in negotia-
tions again, if a new funding cut 
were to be sizable.

Livermore did not have teach-
er layoffs this year. Whether or 
not the district would need to 
have layoffs also might depend 
on the final budget.

In Livermore, chief business 
official Susan Kinder noted 
that the Brown budget will shift 
funding of mental health services 
for school children from the Al-

ameda County Mental Health 
Department to the school district. 
Brown’s budget said that could 
lead to better cost containment, 
because the schools would be 
right on top of knowing what they 
need and how to carry it out.

That may sound good. How-
ever, the real test will be whether 
the money earmarked for the 
schools on the switch will be 
enough to cover 100 percent of 
the cost, said Kinder.

“”If we can’t provide services, 
we are still required to cover the 
expense, even if we have to go to 
a school out of state, or in another 
district in this area for services,” 
said Kinder. 

ENDING REDEVELOP-
MENT

MIGHT BE ILLEGAL
On the redevelopment district 

issue in the budget, Brown has 
kept his January goal of elimi-
nating districts such as that in 
Livermore.

However, Livermore city 
attorney John Pomidor told the 
Independent that it might be 
unconstitutional to eliminate 
redevelopment districts.

Pomidor referred to an opin-
ion issued by the Legislative 
Counsel’s office on April 28. The 
opinion stated that since the state 
would be taking the money away 
from the redevelopment district, 
and using it for state purposes, 

the action would be illegal.
 If the state wants to use the 

revenue for the state’s cost of 
health services and courts, which 
are not directly connected to local 
property tax, it would be illegal, 
said Pomidor.

COUNTY WILL SUFFER
CUTS FROM EARLIER
Alameda County government 

in a news release on May 17 
said that county officials back 
Brown’s decision to press for a 
package of tax extensions to fill 
the deficit gap of $12 billion that 
still remains.

The uncertainty of whether 
there will be more revenue taken 
weighs heavily on the county, 
which “already will feel signifi-
cant impacts from cuts enacted 
by the the state earlier this year,” 
said the news release. It was a ref-
erence to the $13 billion in state 
cuts  approved earlier this year by 
the Legislature and Brown.

Because of the cuts, a meeting 
on Monday centered on propos-
als being developed to help the 
county close an estimated $137 
million shortfall for the coming 
fiscal year. 

At issue are potential cuts to 
county health and human services 
programs, service providers who 
contract with the county, and resi-
dents who rely on these services, 
said the county statement.

contiguous population which 
shares common social and eco-
nomic interests that should be 
included within a single district 
for purposes of its effective and 
fair representation.”

The Livermore City Coun-
cil has signed the letter. On 
Tuesday, the Pleasanton City 
Council agreed to send a letter 
in support.

It is pending on the agendas 
in the other three cities, which 
are Dublin, San Ramon and 
Danville.

The redistricting commis-
sion will meet from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m. May 21 in the Oakland 
City Council Chamber, 1 Frank 
Ogawa Plaza to take testimony 
from the public about what it 
wants to see in drawing the new 
districts. 

redevelopment agencies paid a 
total of $1.7 billion to cover State 
budget spending. 

The California Redevelop-
ment Association has filed a 
lawsuit on behalf of all Redevel-
opment Agencies challenging the 
constitutionality of ABX4-26, the 
State budget trailer bill passed 
in July 2009 as that authorized 
the $2.05 billion raid of local 
redevelopment funds to use for 
State purposes. The lawsuit is 

currently under appeal at the 
Court of Appeals. 

This payment comes at a time 
when Governor Brown is seeking 
to abolish redevelopment agen-
cies altogether. A broad coali-
tion of local government, busi-
ness and labor has successfully 
fought the proposal and, thus 
far, the Governor has failed to 
garner enough votes to eliminate 
redevelopment agencies. The 
coalition warns that abolishing 

Livermore Sends RDA Money to the State
redevelopment agencies would 
result in the loss of more than 
300,000 private-sector jobs and 
billions in economic activity an-
nually statewide. 

“Redevelopment is a vital tool 
to create local jobs, reduce crime, 
build affordable housing, clean 
up contaminated toxic sites, and 
otherwise transform rundown, 
blighted communities in need,” 
said John Shirey, executive direc-
tor, California Redevelopment 
Association. 

Livermore Mayor Marshall 
Kamena stated, “Redevelopment 
is one of the only tools local 
governments have to improve the 
local economy and put people to 
work. Continued State raids of 
local funds are not only illegal, 
but they make no fiscal sense at 
a time when we should be em-
phasizing job-creation.” 

i-GATE to Host Cleantech Open Briefing
the 2011 Cleantech Open com-
petition, meet with competition 
alumni, and network with other 
participants. The event includes a 
presentation by PG&E, informa-
tion about the Cleantech Open 
competition and alumni experi-
ence from previous Cleantech 
Open competition winners, and 
networking.

The event will take place at the 

NEST incubator located at 7693 
Longard Road in Livermore. The 
NEST incubator is located off of 
the North Greenville road exit 
from interstate 580.

For more information about 
the Cleantech Open and this 
event, please visit www.cleante-
chopen.com/app.cgi/events/406/
view or contact Bruce Balfour at 
925-596-0758
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ample, or (deal with someone) 
who has bad credit or an eviction 
on record, said Prasher.

However, with the rapid re-
housing program,   a landlord 
would be working with a case-
worker “who can get past issues 
working with people who are 
actively working to change their 
lives,” she said. Prasher has 
helped Dublin with using the 
rehousing program.

Prasher said, “Every city has a 
homeless problem. There are a lot 
of people who sleep in cars, wash 
up at businesses, take their kids to 
school, and go to work. That’s the 
reality of life in the Valley.”

Sometimes homeless means 
two or three families sharing 
one house, or a family living in 
a hotel, because they can’t afford 
first and last month’s rent for 
an apartment. “The economy is 
slowly coming back, but it is still 
very difficult, “ said Prasher.

Livermore and Pleasanton 
have had their homeless en-
campments. Kathleen Yurchak, 
Pleasanton community services 
manager, said there are currently 
two small encampments there.

The police make contract with 
homeless people and give them 
information about services avail-
able for them, said Yurchak.

FINALISTS
(continued from page one)

new candidates in alphabetical 
order:

Kindred Murillo, Ph.D., cur-
rently serves as the Vice Chancel-
lor of Administrative Services 
for Contra Costa Community 
College District. Murillo has 
held public office as the Mayor 
and Councilmember for the Town 
of Yucca Valley, and became 
a field representative from the 
Third District Supervisor in San 
Bernardino County. 

Murillo is a product of the 
community college system, grad-
uating from Barstow Community 
College with a liberal arts degree.  
She went on to complete her 
B.S. in Business Administration 
at Redlands University, and her 
M.S. in Organization Develop-
ment at Pepperdine University.  

In November 2009, Barry 
Russell, Ph.D., was appointed 
by Governor Schwarzenegger as 
the Vice Chancellor of Academic 
Affairs for the California Com-
munity Colleges Chancellor’s 
Office. A graduate of the Com-
munity College Leadership Pro-
gram (1991) at the University of 
Texas at Austin, he also holds 
degrees in music from Texas 
A&M University - Commerce 
(previously East Texas State 
University).

Prior to becoming Vice Chan-
cellor, Russell served as Vice 
President of Instruction at Col-
lege of the Siskiyous in Weed, 
CA. He also served as the Dean 
of Fine Arts and Communication 
at Cerritos College and held the 
same position at Southwestern 
College in Chula Vista, CA be-
fore moving to Cerritos. 

Kevin Glen Walthers, Ph.D., 
is the Vice Chancellor for Ad-
ministration for the West Vir-
ginia Community and Technical 
College System and the West 
Virginia Higher Education Policy 
Commission.  His duties include 
responsibility for the state’s finan-
cial aid program, which includes 
the Higher Education Grant Pro-
gram and the PROMISE Schol-
arship.  Walthers also oversees 
the West Virginia Network for 
Educational Telecomputing, the 
state’s educational technology 
provider to K-12 schools, col-
leges, and universities.

Prior to his time in West 
Virginia, Walthers served as 
Vice President for Finance and 
Administrative Services at the 
College of Eastern Utah. 

Walthers initially went to 
the College of Eastern Utah as 
a temporary assignment stem-
ming from his position with the 
Utah Commissioner of Higher 
Education.   He has an extensive 
background as an educator with 
the K-12 system and as a policy 
leader through his work with the 
Utah State Legislature.  

HOMELESS
(continued from page one)

hensive high schools in the com-
ing year. It will save $448,000.

Board president Valerie Arkin 
said, “Losing the collaboration 
period at the high school is huge. 
It’s where we have staff develop-
ment. They share best practices. 
It’s a shame we won’t have it 
next year.”

A savings adding up to 
$880,000 will be the continuation 
of the increased secondary staff 
ratios that exist this year. Middle 
schools will remain at 27:1 and 
high schools at 28:1.

Continuing the suspension of 
voluntary staff development days 
for teachers, and continuing the 
suspension of the Teacher Sup-
port and Training Advisory Com-
mittee and associated teacher 
stipend next year will save an 
estimated $395,000.

Knaggs told The Independent 
that he was glad to see a solution 
that helped the district retain 180 
instructional days. He noted that 
continuation of class sizes, which 
were expanded from the levels of 
two years ago, will continue to 
put more pressure on teachers as 
they strive to meet the high goals 
of the district.

C.S.E.A. CONCESSIONS
WORTH $258,000

The classified employees, 
represented by the California 
School Employees Association 
(CSEA), agreed to concessions 
worth $258,000, by taking fur-
lough days. Employees working 
11 or 12 months per year will take 
five days. Others, including Kids 
Club employees, will take three 
days. Those who find it possible 
will take off days when school 
is not in session, to minimize 
impact.

With the furlough days, the 
CSEA will save four office po-

sitions at school sites and the 
district office, the health services 
liaison, and an instructional as-
sistant position.

Trustee Jamie Hintzke said, 
“The CSEA gave bigger than 
anyone in our district. It was 
very generous.” However, she 
felt the board should have had 
a chance to see whether trustees 
might want something other than 
what was presented to them for 
contract approval.

Superintendent Parvin Ah-
madi said, “That’s why we hold 
a closed session, to come back to 
the board” with information on 
negotiations.

Hintzke said, “I don’t think we 
had that much discussion on this 
CSEA contract. We didn’t have 
a discussion on the positions that 
were brought back. I don’t know 
we ever said, ‘What are the posi-
tions here?’”

“We laid off 10 custodians 
three years ago. Should we have 
them back? We cut the mainte-
nance a little too deeply. Maybe 
we had one e-mail opportunity 
to chime in. I hope the next go-
around, we have a little more 
input,” said Hintzke.

Together, the two unions’ 
concessions will save the district 
a projected $1,981,000.

The vote for the teacher agree-
ment at the board’s meeting May 
10 was 4-0, with trustee Jeff 
Bowser abstaining. Bowser’s 
wife is a teacher in the district. 

Bowser brought up the ques-
tion of whether he would have 
a conflict of interest if he voted 
on the contract. Superintendent 
Parvin Ahmadi said that since the 
contract does not “directly impact 
that one teacher,” it’s permissible 
to vote on the contract.

When the roll call vote on the 

item came, Bowser said that he 
was abstaining from the vote, 
but did not say why. He told the 
Independent later, “People have 
concern over the appearance of a 
conflict of interest. I am allowed 
to vote, but I abstained to assure 
the public there is no perceived 
conflict of interest.”

C.O.R.E. CAMPAIGN
STARTS FOR 2011

The Community OutReach 
for Education (CORE) campaign 
is starting its third year of supple-
menting funding for Pleasanton 
schools, Superintendent Parvin 
Ahmadi told the board. Last 
year, the campaign raised more 
than $570,000 to add to district 
coffers.

The fund-raising goal at 
the elementary school level is 
$399,375. That would add hours 
of tech support and library assis-
tants daily at all of the district’s 
nine elementary schools. If less 
money were raised, fewer hours 
of support will be added. What-
ever money is raised, it will be 
split equally among all sites, as it 
will with middle schools.

The middle schools’ goal is to 
raise $229,689, also for tech sup-
port and library assistants. 

The high schools hope to 
raise $214,000 for tech support. 
Without any matching funding 
for tech support for the past two 
years, there is a critical need to 
maintain and upgrade hardware 

and software, said Ahmadi. 
High school donations would 

be split equally between Amador 
Valley and Foothill high schools. 
A pro-rated amount would be dis-
tributed to the continuation high 
school, which is much smaller.

As was done last year, peo-
ple may drop off donations at 
school sites on designated days, 
purchase coupon books by par-
ticipating merchants, and make 
a Pay Pal donation on the PPIE 
web site, which is http://www.
ppie.org/.

Board audience member Kim 
Martin suggested establishing 
a permanent education fund. “I 
know it’s a big hurdle and against 
the philosophy that has been in 
the past, but it’s time to get away 
from that idea that it can’t be 
done,” said Martin “If we could 
start a fund, we could keep all our 
programs.”

Trustee Chris Grant encour-

aged Martin to reach out to Pleas-
anton Partnerships In Education 
(PPIE), which he said already has 
evolved to a higher funding level 
than at its founding. 

The problem is “one of focus. 
Otherwise it could get confusing 
and competitive,” said Grant. 
He said he thinks the board of 
PPIE would like to hear about 
the idea.

SAVINGS
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will look at where to maximize 
growth and where to back off.”

Kimsey pointed out that about 
80 percent of the projected mon-
ies will be needed for mainte-
nance and operation of public 
transportation. Expanding the 
system will be difficult. There 
will need to be a discussion 
about trade-offs between new 
systems versus maintenance. He 
said there is legislation being 
considered that will require busi-
nesses to look at such options as 
telecommuting to reduce driving. 
Ideas to get people out of their 
cars include such things as charg-
ing for parking, expanding tolling 
on roads, and offering incentives 
for the use of electric vehicles.

Karen Engel spoke about eco-
nomic concerns. She pointed out 
that the East Bay does not have 
an economic development strat-
egy listing what the area is good 
at and how to protect the jobs. 
She stated, “What we are good 
at is inventing stuff. She pointed 
to UC Berkeley and the national 
laboratories as sources for trans-
lating science into jobs.”

Engel said job growth in the 
area has been largely due to the 
expansion of existing firms. Most 
job loss is the result of companies 
going out of business. “We need 
to know why and where they are 
going.” 

She said one trend is for local 
communities to allow warehouse 
and industrial jobs to move to 
the Central Valley. Land is being 
rezoned for housing, with no at-
tempt to keep warehouses. As a 
result, she predicted a dramatic 
increase in truck traffic over 
580. By 2035, there will be 6000 
trucks per day if the current trend 
continues.

Following the presentations, 
those in attendance were asked 
to work together to respond to 
four questions. The input would 
be used to modify the draft SCS 
vision. 

1. The first question was 
what should Alameda County 
transportation and land-use de-
velopment look like in the next 

25 years?
 Livermore Councilmember 

John Marchand felt that the 
number of units projected sets 
expectations too high. “This is 
a fantasy.”

Others agreed, expressiong 
concern about overdevelopment 
if the draft SCS were followed.

 Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti 
said there needed to be a greater 
emphasis on jobs in the south 
and east county. Dublin has a lot 
of land zoned for offices next to 
BART.

Gary West from StopWaste.
org said 5000 new jobs are being 
created in the recycling sector. 
Converting waste to biofuels is 
an option that should be con-
sidered. The largest conversion 
plant is already located in Al-
ameda County in the Altamont 
Landfill.

Others reported that they want 
to retain open space between 
cities. They would like to see 
a combination of rail between 
communities and buses and other 
transit within cities. They felt 
that there was too much growth 
in some areas and not enough in 
others. (Projected housing for the 
three Valley cities in 2035 are 
Livermore 40,801, an increase 
of 12,138 over 2011; Pleasan-
ton 33,819, up 9,785 units; and 
Dublin 32,216, an increase of 
16,644 units.)

There was a suggestion that 
transit oriented development 
needed to accommodate all life-
styles, including families. 

2. The second question dealt 
with how regional agencies could 
support local jurisdictions in 
implementing a SCS.

Marchand was concerned 
about infrastructure. He pointed 
out that there is a requirement to 
cut water use by 20 percent per 
capita by 2020. We are adding 
a million new households. Ris-
ing sea levels will impact the 
Delta and groundwater. He was 
concerned that even with more 
conservation, there would not 
be enough water to support the 

projected level of growth. Agen-
cies need to work together on a 
water plan.

Others suggested that a cookie 
cutter approach for commu-
nity development imposed from 
above doesn’t work. 

To achieve the goals in the fu-
ture, communities need to make 
better use of expertise provided 
by regional agencies. 

There should be more support 
for the environment; lower fees; 
and a new look at regulations.

3. The third question asked 
what creative policies and part-
nerships could be used to sup-
port SCS

Livermore Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Dale 
Kaye pointed to initiatives un-
derway in the Tri-Valley. In-
novation Tri-Valley involves 
private industry marketing the 
Tri-Valley to promote job growth. 
I-GATE has the potential to add 
more jobs. “People move to the 
Tri-Valley for the quality of life. 
There is a need to support more 
green initiatives.”

Sbranti pointed out that “regu-
lar business folks” are not at the 
table. It is important to include 
them.

Perhaps redevelopment on a 
regional level could be imple-
mented to promote jobs and 
affordable housing. This would 
be a new agency that would help 
make infill and higher densities 
possible. 

4. The final question focused 
on how to support the creation of 
local jobs in Alameda County.

An educated workforce is 
the key to job growth, declared 
Pleasanton school board mem-
ber Jamie Hintske. The 16 to 21 
year old group is the one with 
the largest percentage of unem-
ployment.

Kaye said that an innova-
tive approach is needed when it 
comes to education. “We have 
found huge numbers of jobs 
that are not filled because we 
don’t have a workforce trained 
to fill them.” She explained that 

Tri-Valley Innovation has con-
nected schools with businesses. 
They are involved in advancing 
the STEAM program (science, 
technology, engineering, arts 
and math).

Kaye urged planners to make 
the SCS nimble to respond to 
changes in the marketplace and 
technology. She pointed out that 
Bridgelux wants to bring 1000 
jobs to Livermore. One regula-
tion in the EPA may drive the jobs 
out of the country. “Regulations 
are not keeping up with technol-
ogy. We need to be smart about 
trends.”

It has to do with the EPA’s re-
moval of “Non-Standard Lamps” 
from the the Energy Star Inte-
gral LED Lamp specification. 
Bridgelux’s business is focused 

PLANNING
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on LEDs.
Sbranti talked about a report 

he had seen that shows manu-
facturing jobs are coming back 
to the USA. The report found 
that American workers are more 
productive than those overseas. 
Wages are going up overseas. 
The cost of shipping is being 
taken into consideration. We need 
to sell the fact that we can build 
things better here. Transportation 
investments are important to de-
veloping jobs and businesses.

He also added that safe com-
munities, parks and recreation are 
factors that lead to job growth.

Others declared that they did 
not want the Bay Area to look 
like Los Angeles. They want to 
retain open space and separation 
of cities.

 

 

Alameda County’s Board of 
Supervisors has adopted a com-
prehensive new green purchasing 
policy that puts the power of its 
purchasing dollars to work to fos-
ter a green economy. Building on 
over a decade of successful green 
purchasing initiatives, this policy 
also helps the County create ef-
ficiencies, save water and energy, 
and reduce waste.

The new policy identifies four 
key principles: Prioritize waste 
reduction; purchase products 
with recycled content; purchase 
products that meet other envi-
ronmental criteria defined in the 
Policy. 

These criteria seek to con-
serve energy, water, and other 
natural resources; reduce toxics, 
pollution, waste, and greenhouse 
gas emissions; extend the life of 
products, and ensure they are 
less costly to dispose of; and, 
use third-party eco-labels and 

other successful implemented 
standards, when available. Using 
these creates efficiencies by mak-
ing it easy for County agencies to 
identify what is green and also 
sends a consistent message to the 
marketplace.

“This comprehensive policy 
will not only benefit Alameda 
County residents, but can serve 
as a model for other local gov-
ernments as well as businesses,” 
said Supervisor Nadia Lockyer. 
“We’re happy to share our green 
purchasing successes in order to 
leverage our efforts.”

To this end, the County has 
revamped the green purchas-
ing section of its sustainability 
web site to provide easy links to 
resources, including the environ-
mental requirements the County 
uses in bidding and contracting 
decisions. For more information 
visit http://www.acgov.org/sus-
tain/what/purchasing/

County Adopts Green 
Purchasing Policy
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The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District LAZERS 14 
& under water polo athletes participated in tournaments this 
spring throughout the Bay Area. Pictured are (from left) Head 
Coach Matt Croghan, teen assistant Baylie Peterson, Stephanie 
Divita, Nathan Fish, Camden Kiernan, Andrew Preece, Rory 
Cartwright, Elizabeth Bukus, Claire Piazza, Jordan Lewis, Adam 
Turner, Cheyenne Pena, Sean Croghan, Max Zhuang, Joseph 
Kunzler, Jessica Elfin, teen assistant Stephen Mackanic, Coach 
Keith Testerman; (not present for the photo)  Michael Anhorn, 
Andrew Kettenhofen, Lefawo Mahloele, Miara Pipe, Scott Ragatz, 
Eli Smith, and Jordan Volponi.

The Livermore Smoke Girls Softball 10U Black Division 
Championship Game was played on May 7. The Lady Dirtbags 
kept the fans on the edge of their seats through 7 innings as 
they battled back from a 7-1 deficit to beat the Heat 12-11 to win 
the championship. The win was a total team effort from the Lady 
Dirtbags. It was a great way to end a terrific season finishing the 
campaign with a 14-2 record. Pictured (top row left to right) are  
Heather Woelk, Sydney Mendoza, Alysa Bonfiglio, Tori Trautwein, 
Abby Andrews, Aly Silva, Emily Trask, Sierra Marshall, Morgan 
Waugh, Jordan Beakey, Lauren Martin, and Hayley Thompson. 
The Lady Dirtbags were managed by Jeff Mendoza, with assistant 
coaches Todd Martin, Tony Silva, and Dave Thompson.

Pictured are members of the Granada High School men's 200 
Medley relay team and 400 Freestyle Relay team. The Granada 
men took first place and set a new EBAL League record in the 200 
Medley relay.  In the 400 Freestyle relay, they swam two seconds 
faster than the previous league record but were out-touched 
by Monte Vista by 2 one-hundreths of a second to take second 
place.  From left to right are Kyle Lindsay, Brandon Chandler, 
Andrew Hayes, Evan Carlo, Nick Silverthorn.

Granada High School Varsity girls softball held Senior Day on 
Thursday, May 12.  Pictured are four Seniors who played their 
last home game with a 4-2 win over San Ramon Valley High 
School. They are Cynthia Siegel (2), Katie Keller (4), Stefani 
Miller (6) and Veronica Knowlton (8).   

Members of the Granada High School women's varsity lacrosse 
team pose in front of the scoreboard showing the 10 to 6 score, a 
victory over crosstown rival Livermore High. Granada began play 
in NCS championship action on Wed., May 18 against Amador 
Valley High School. (Photo John King)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Livermore National Little League AA Division teams, A's and 
Padres, were in action last week. For more information, see 
Sports Notes.

The West Coast Wildkatz, a women’s pro-amateur soccer team, 
is coming to the Livermore Valley. The Wildkatz team is part of the 
Women’s Premier Soccer League (WPSL), a 60-plus national league. 
The team is owned by former Olympian, professional soccer star, and 
hometown hero, Troy Dayak. The Wildkatz will host their first home 
game on May 21 and 22, at Granada High School in Livermore. The 
will play two Los Angeles teams LAFC Premier & Ajax America . 
Tickets are $5 general admission. 

The Wildkatz is the premier team for the newly formed West Coast 
Soccer Club. The West Coast Soccer Club was established for the 
specific purpose of developing a highly competitive youth soccer 
program. One of its goals is to provide and promote opportunities for 
players at a local, regional, and national level, as well as developing 
players capable of receiving college scholarships based on their play-
ing ability and academic achievements. The Club is the only youth 
club in the area that owns its own pro/amateur women’s team. 

“West Coast Soccer Club was founded to give players who love 
the sport of soccer the best opportunity to play the game while also 
developing their natural athletic potential at the highest level,” says 
Troy Dayak, director of coaches and founder of West Coast Soccer 
Club. “I’m excited to bring to my hometown a truly unique soccer 
club that fully leverages the experience of our coaches and provides 
a path for all players to achieve their full potential.” 

West Coast Soccer Club is a member of U.S. Club Soccer, the 
NorCal Premier Soccer League, and will have teams competing in 
the new Norcal Regional Academy League as wildcards. They are 
currently 10 teams strong and looking to build additional boys’ and 
girls’ teams for the future. The Club will host a youth soccer jamboree 
alongside the WPLS game on May 22. Tickets for the WPSL game 
can be purchased at the front gate of Granada High School, located 
at 400 Wall Street, Livermore. 

Information about West Coast Soccer Club can be found at http://
www.westcoastsoccerclub.com. Information about the WPSL and the 
Wildkatz schedule can be found at http://www.wpsl.info/. 

 

Pro-Am Women's 
Soccer Team to Play Match-
es in Livermore

Pleasanton National LL
Pleasanton National Little League results: 

AA Division: Phillies vs. Reds: The Phillies' 
Owen Crosby started things off in the 1st in-
ning, hitting in the first run of the game with a 
blast to left centerfield.  He also scored three 
runs for the visitors.  Kaleb Real added a big 
RBI single to left in the 4th inning and finished 
1 for 1 with two walks. The Reds started off 
slowly, but rallied during the second half of 
the game.  Jack Bell powered the Reds offense 
again going 2-3 with a huge double in the 5th 
and 3 RBIs for the game.  Garrett Alsup’s 
blast over the right fielder started off a big 
last inning with a leadoff double. Both Allan 
Ard and Gio Cerutti pitched for the first time 
this season for the Reds.  Cerutti had a fine 
inning of work in the 2nd, walking two with 
no runs.  Thomas Storey and Parker Mapes 
pitched well for the Phillies.  Storey scattered 
a few hits over 3 innings while racking up 
7 strikeouts.  After a 1-2-3 inning in the 4th, 
Mapes ended the game by getting out of a 
jam facing the meat of the Reds lineup. Top 
Hitters: Owen Crosby – Phillies (1-1, 3 runs, 
2 walks, RBI), Kaleb Real – Phillies (1-1, 2 
walks, RBI); Jack Bell – Reds (2-3, double, 
3 RBIs); Garrett Alsup – Reds (1-2, run, 
double, 3 RBIs). Top Defensive Players: 
Thomas Storey – Phillies (3 IP, 3 H, 4 BB, 
1 R, 8 Ks); Parker Mapes – Phillies (2 IP, 4 
H, 1 BB, 4 R, 2 Ks); Aidan McCarthy – Reds 
(1 IP, 0 H, 0 BB, 0 R, 2 Ks)

Brewers vs. Reds:  The AA Brewers and 
Reds put together one of the best played 
games of the season.   Justin Fulmer kept the 
Brewers in check for the first two innings, 
getting the start for the Reds.  The Brewers 
responded with ace Justin Rasmussen, who 
mowed down six of the eight batters he 
faced.  From the 1st inning to the last, this 
game was all about defense. The visitors 
played well behind Kevin Santero, who gave 
the Brewers a solid 2+ innings before Joey 
Luperine relieved him in the bottom of the 
fifth.  Joseph Recupero finished off the game 
for the visitors, pitching a great 1-2-3 inning.  
Declan Alsup came in for the Reds in the 3rd 
and took over right where Fulmer left off, 
throwing strikes and letting his fielders help 
him out.  Max Jorgenson robbed J. Luperine 
of an RBI single with a great play at 3rd base 
and a laser to 1st to end the third inning.  The 
Brewers executed a great double play to end 
the fourth. Reds' reliever Jorgenson got into 
a jam, but helped himself out by winning a 
big-time battle versus one of the league’s top 
hitters, J. Rasmussen.  Rasmussen finished 
the game going 2-3 and continues to hit the 
ball hard on every at bat. The Reds finally 
got on the scoreboard in the bottom of the 5th 
with clutch hitting from the Alsup brothers 
(Declan and Garrett), but the star of the day 
was Allan Ard, who belted one to right field 
for an RBI single and the first run of the 
game.  He later came sliding in to score on 
a Ben Wold single.  On a day when defense 
ruled, Ard came up big for the home team. 
Top Hitters: Alan Ard – Reds (1-1, run, walk, 
RBI); Ben Wold – Reds (2-3, RBI); Justin 
Rasmussen – Brewers (2-3); Joey Luperine 
– Brewers (1-3). Top Defensive Players: 
Justin Rasmussen – Brewers (2 IP, 1 H, 1 
BB, 0 R, 6 Ks); Kevin Santero – Brewers 
(SS – Out hustled the baserunner to 3rd base 
for the out) Max Jorgenson – Reds (2 IP, 1 
H, 2 BB, 0 R, 3 Ks); Justin Fulmer – Reds 
(SS – made amazing diving stop and gunned 

down the runner at 1st)
Reds vs. Cardinals: The Reds got off to a 

fast start in the 1st with three straight singles 
by Max Jorgenson, Ben Wold and Ryan Haley 
to load the bases.  After that, Cardinals starter 
Kyle Jordan settled down and retired the next 
three batters without giving up a run.  Jordan 
pitched really well today and continued to 
keep the Reds offense off balance for two 
more innings before handing the ball over 
to closer Sean O’Sullivan.  The Big O was 
lights-out for the final two innings, striking 
out six while only allowing one hit.  Jordan 
helped his own cause with the hit of the game, 
blasting it over the left fielder’s head for a 
stand up double in the 3rd.  He later scored 
on a sacrifice by Carl Howard. Jorgenson led 
the Reds offense going 2 for 2 and continues 
to swing the hot bat with eight hits over the 
last four games.  After just missing an extra-
base hit down the right field line in his first 
at-bat, Garrett Alsup belted one to right in 
the 5th and hustled his way for a triple.  Aidan 
McCarthy and Pranav Chandra continued 
to throw quality innings for the visitors, 
scattering a couple of hits each and holding 
the Cards to one run over two innings.Top 
Hitters: Drake Wilbur – Cardinals (3-3, run, 
RBI); Kyle Jordan – Cardinals (1-2, double, 2 
runs, SB, walk); Max Jorgenson – Reds (2-2, 
SB); Garrett Alsup – Reds (1-2, triple). Top 
Defensive Players: Kyle Jordan – Cardinals 
(3 IP, 5 H, 2 BB, 0 R, 3 Ks); Sean O’Sullivan 
– Cardinals (2 IP, 1 H, 0 BB, 0 R, 6 Ks); 
Aidan McCarthy – Reds (1 IP, 2 H, 1 HBP, 
0 R, 2 Ks); Pranav Chandra – Reds (1 IP, 2 
H, 1 BB, 1 R, 1 K)

A Division: Phillies vs. Rockies: Rockies 
and Phillies for the second time this season 
and their first game with players pitching. 
Leading the pitching effort for the Rockies 
were Leo Farfan and Jaimin Ellinghuysen. 
Kyle Newman and Gregory Wood pitched 
well for the Phillies while Jack Hungerford 
closed the game for the Phillies and warmed 
up with his “Fear the Beard” style to entertain 
the fans. Despite the great pitching efforts, 
the offenses were ready as Bryan Green and 
Jack Hungerford led the Phillies and Max 
Ribovich powered the Rockies. Top Hit-
ters: Bryan Green – Phillies; Max Ribovich 
– Rockies; Jack Hungerford - Phillies. Top 
Defensive Players: Leo Farfan; Jaimin El-
linghuysen; Kyle Newman

Farm: Dodgers vs. Pirates: Both teams 
played extremely well and had solid hitting 
and displayed great defense.  Ryan Brace 
consistently sent the ball deep into the field. 
In the 1st inning, he made a sacrifice that 
allowed 2 of his fellow Dodgers to advance 
bases. Derek Miller had great hits throughout 
the game and dove into 1st base during the 
3rd inning, making a memorable play.  Aden 
Shiblaq had a great showing as catcher, catch-
ing numerous pitches.  Colton Rich had an 
impressive game playing both pitcher in the 
firt half and catcher in the last. Top Hitters: 
Ryan Sanders – Dodgers; Blake Buckley 
– Dodgers; Aiden Madden – Dodgers. Top 
Defensive Players: 3B Michael Buhalis 
– Dodgers; 1B Antonio Santana – Dodgers; 
SS Noah Erdei – Dodgers

T-Ball: Mets vs. Padres: Caden Drain, 
Kaeden Kustermann, and Hayden Warren 
provided big hits for the Padres, while Reilan 
Alexander, Garrett Potap, and Ryan Larson 
made great defensive plays in the field. 
Top Hitters Padres: Caden Drain, Kaeden 
Kustermann, Hyden Warren. Top Defensive 

Players Padres: Reilan Alexander, Garrett 
Potap, Ryan Larson. 

CYO Track and Field 
The St. Michaels/St. Charles CYO Track 

and Field team participated in the Diocese 
Meet on May 6 and 7. The following athletes 
placed at the event.   

4th Grade: Lindsey Philips, 3rd place 
- 100 meters; 4th place - 200 meters; Gracie 
Dupuis, 1st place - 800 meters; 6th place 
- 400 meters

6th Grade: Ben Sanchez, 1st place 
- 800 meters; 3rd place - 400 meters; Ethan 
Brice, 4th place - long jump; Peter Vance, 
2nd place - long jump; Samantha Dukes, 1st 
place - 100 meters; 1st place, long jump; 2nd 
place - 200 meters

7th Grade: Pamela White, 1st place - 100 
meters, 200 meters and shot put; Morgan 
Leonard,  3rd place - 800 meters

8th Grade: Jazmynn Merchant, 3rd place 
- 400 meters

 

Pleasanton Girls Softball
Pleasanton Girls Softball League 

rseults:
Micro Division: TG Information Sys-

tems vs. Fusion 3 Salon: Hannah Masucci, 
Lauren Riley, Mia Hildebrand and Ella 
Melvin dominated the strike zone with 
impressive debut pitching performances for 
TG Information Systems.  Sopia Minnite 
did a crackerjack job as Fusion 3 Salon’s 
first pitcher, throwing many strikes and 
completing a daredevil out at home plate.  
Kristin Gonzales had several powerful hits 
and scored the team's first run of the game.  
She also demonstrated a fine arm as pitcher.  
Tess Shotland rounds out Fusion 3 Salon’s 
top players of the game with a line drive 
to 3rd and fine fielding skills at 1st base 
and catcher.  Great game TG Information 
Systems and Fusion 3 Salon. Top Players:  
TG Information Systems - Mia Hildebrand, 
Hannah Masucci, Lauren Riley; Fusion 3 
Salon - Kristin Gonzales, Sophia Minnite, 
Tess Shotland

Minuteman Press of Pleasanton vs. RS 
Calibration: Awesome hitting by Ally Ebel.  
Great defense by Allison Vincent.  Great 
pitching by Kylie Pfotenhauer. Top Players:  
Minuteman Press of Pleasanton - Ally Ebel, 
Kylie Pfotenhauer, Allison Vincent

Alliance Pharmacy Consulting, Inc. vs. 
Fusion 3 Salon: Alliance Pharmacy Consult-
ing, Inc. team had a great game.  The team's 
top players include Julia for some great 
hitting, Bayleigh for great fielding at 2nd 
base and Brooklyn for a killer combination 
of superior hitting and fielding.  Well done, 
Alliance Pharmacy Consulting, Inc..  Fusion 
3 Salon also showed their nettle, with Jes-
sica Lund doing a great job hitting.  Hailey 
Simons did a beautiful job as pitcher, with 
some fantastic throws to 1st.  Rylee Galletti 
rounds out the top 3 players of the game 
for Fusion 3 Salon for some fast footwork, 
sprinting speedily to reach 1st base safely 
after a nice hit.  Good game Fusion 3 Salon. 
Top Players:  Alliance Pharmacy Consulting, 
Inc. – Bayleigh, Brooklyn, Julia; Fusion 3 
Salon - Rylee Galletti, Jessica Lund, Hailey 
Simons

TG Information Systems vs. Richert 
Lumber Co., Inc.: Holly Palia from TG 
Information Systems displayed lightening 
quick base running, beating the throw to 
1st.  Sierra O' Donnell laced an inside pitch 
between short and 3rd for a single.  Ella 
Melvin launched a rocket to the outfield for 
a base hit.  Kate Sanders, Audrey Townsend 
and Rachel Sighn showed great poise in the 
field for Richert Lumber Co., Inc.  Way to go 
TG Information Systems and Richert Lumber 
Co., Inc. Top Players:  TG Information Sys-
tems - Ella Melvin, Sierra O'Donnell, Holly 
Palia; Richert Lumber Co., Inc. - Kate Sand-
ers, Rachel Sighn, Audrey Townsend

Me & My Friends Deli vs. Fusion 3 
Salon: The game got off to a great start, with 
Me and My Friends Deli's Sophia Fraher 
leading off the game with a nice single.  
Rachel Tanis kept Me and My Friends Deli 
on track, hitting two grounders and securing 
two outs for her team.  Allyson Chan was in 
fine Me and My Friends Deli form, making 
a few great plays as catcher.  Great job, Me 
and My Friends Deli.  Fusion 3 Salon lived 
up to their red-hot name, with Hailey Maher 
pitching more than a few strikes with Estelina 
Kovacs making the catcher's job look easy.  
Aria Spaulding was in top Fusion 3 Salon 
form, looking good in the field and even better 
at the plate. Top Players:  Me and My Friends 
Deli - Allyson Chan, Sophia Fraher, Rachel 
Tanis; Fusion 3 Salon - Estelina Kovacs, 
Hailey Maher, Aria Spaulding

 Mini White Division: Jabwire vs. 
Accurate Impressions: For Jabwire, Julia 
Simmons recorded three assists in the fourth 
inning, all going pitcher to 1st.  Allison Casey 
of Accurate Impressions snagged a hard hit 

line drive robbing Punam Dinash of a base 
hit. Top Players:  Jabwire - Kristina Allard,  
Destiny Baker,  Alana McComb; Accurate 
Impressions - Emily Lahrs, Emily Sanchez, 
Emily Verbeck

Temperature Perfection vs. GFI Stain-
less: Megan Reilly pitched two strikeouts 
and had two hits on base.  Sonya pitched 
beautifully with three strikeouts and one 
hit.  Camille pitched a fabulous strike-out 
and made a HUGE hit to the outfield. Top 
Players:  Temperature Perfection – Camille, 
Megan, Sonya; GFI Stainless – Corey, Gen-
evieve, Masynne

 Mini Teal Division: Savvy Seconds 
5, Bryan Enterprises–Building Contractors 
1: Bryan Enterprises–Building Contractors 
team played a good game, with big hits 
from Isabella Fragomeli and Lydia Meuntz.  
Corey Bryan provided tight pitching for 
Bryan Enterprises–Building Contractors.  
Isabela Killian made a super play from 
3rd to 1st to get the out on Savvy Seconds.  
Solid play and hitting by Savvy Seconds 
held Bryan Enterprises–Building Contrac-
tors to a single run. Top Players:  Bryan 
Enterprises–Building Contractors - Corey 
Bryan, Isabella Fragomeli, Isabela Killian; 
Savvy Seconds - Samika Goel, Meghann 
Klein, Kylie Stewart

J Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 6, Savvy 
Seconds 5: J Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 's Aliya 
Baxter and Angelina Padua scored in the bot-
tom of the fifth to cap a comeback victory.  
Baxter pitched two scoreless innings, includ-
ing a 1-2-3 fifth where all three groundball 
outs were recorded at 1st by Amanda Engel.  
Emma Hodges, Kate Inman, Hailyn Park, Rae 
Claw and Annika Nicolas also had big hits 
for the winners.  Savvy Seconds received a 
two-run, game-tying single by Sydney West, 
who scored a go-ahead run in the fourth.  
Lauren Melvin and Natalie Larsen led off 
the third with back-to-back doubles. Top 
Players:  J Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier - Aliyah 
Baxter, Amanda Engel, Angelina Padua; 
Savvy Seconds - Natalie Larsen, Lauren 
Melvin, Sydney West

 Mini Black Division: Richert Lumber 
Co., Inc. 13, Tri Valley Orthopedic Special-

ists 12: Both teams manage to keep the score 
close. However, it was Richert Lumber Co., 
Inc. who finished on top.  Defense was great 
with Bella making two great plays at 2nd 
getting batters out at 1st.  Libby once again 
great pitching with six strikeouts.  Bats were 
also moving.  Libby with an awesome triple 
brings in 3 runs, Julia C also with an awesome 
hit over center field brings in two runners.   
All the players played awesome from both 
teams.  Top Players:  Tri Valley Orthopedic 
Specialists – Bella, Julia C, Lauren

Minor Teal Division: Creative Imag-
ing 8, Cupids Tooth 3: Creative Imaging 
fell behind early, but mounted a rally in the 
4th and 5th innings by scoring the game’s 
last 7 runs.  Creative Imaging was led by 
Alia Paul with a single, triple and 3 RBIs, 
Kami Kodama with two singles, 1 RBI and 
4 stolen bases, and Caileigh Sanders who 
had two singles, two stolen bases and a RBI.  
Cupids Tooth was led by Maddie David with 
a single and two diving catches at shortstop, 
Caitlyn Sigua with a single and a RBI and 
Stephanie Owens who had a single and a 
RBI. Top Players:  Cupids Tooth - Maddie 
David, Stephaine Owens, Caitlyn Sigua; 
Creative Imaging - Kami Kodama, Alia Paul, 
Caileigh Sanders

 Minor Black Division:  ACC Envi-
ronmental Consultants, Inc. 11, Demcon 
Stomping Co., Inc. 4: Pickett pitched the 

whole game and Soble was strong behind 
the plate.  Good and crucial catches by 
Kong, Thorton and Sanchez kept the defense 
strong.  Good hits by Dutcher, Pickett and 
Soble kept the bases loaded.  For Demcon 
Stomping Co., Inc., Nikki White made some 
great plays at 3rd and Olivia McGee and KJ 
Jones did a great job pitching.  Molina was 
strong behind the plate. Top Players:  ACC 
Environmental Consultants, Inc. - Jenyce 
Dutcher, Meghan Pickett, Nicole Thorton; 
Demcon Stomping Co., Inc. - Olivia McGee, 
Sofia Molina, Nikki White

ACC Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
10, ThinkHR 1 ACC Environmental Con-
sultants, Inc. players were on fire with their 
hitting and fielding on Saturday morning.  
Strong pitching by Sanchez, clinched the 
deal.  Soble was strong at the bat and a double 
play by Dutcher and Kong got us out of our 
4th inning.  Pickett was strong at short and 
had a hit and Harding had a hit and good 
plays at 1st.  For ThinkHR, Crimi had two 
good throws from right field to 1st to get the 
runners out and Rockwood was strong at 1st 
base and had a hit and RBI.  Barrowcliff made 
two nice catches at 2nd and played great. Top 
Players:  ACC Environmental Consultants, 
Inc. - Amanda Harding, Alex Sanchez, Madi-
son Soble; ThinkHR - Brittney Barrowcliff, 
Emily Crimi, Mary Rockwood

 Major Teal Division:  Melisa Mazotti-
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East Bay Athletic League track and field championships were 
held last week. San Ramon Valley won the boys' title, while 
California High School took the girls championship. Pictured is 
one of the 1600 meter heats. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

East Bay Athletic League swim and dive championships were held last week. Pictured is competition 
is the 200 IM. The Monte Vista boys defended their title. San Ramon captured the girls title.  

Johnson, VP Tucker Assoc. 12,  Land Mark 
Mortgage 9: Sarah Smith, Ashley Bedard, 
and Molly Hamilton all had 2 RBI's each to 
lead Melisa Mazotti-Johnson, VP Tucker 
Assoc.  For Land Mark Mortgage, Nicole 
Lupo had a RBI double, Megan Ferguson 
had a 2 RBI double, while Claire Chandler 
and Kristin Dinelli had clutch singles to 
keep the inning alive. Top Players:  Melisa 
Mazotti-Johnson, VP Tucker Assoc. - Ashley 
Bedard, Molly Hamilton, Sarah Smith; Land 
Mark Mortgage - Claire Chandler, Megan 
Ferguson, Nicole Lupo

 Senior Division: Sallmann, Yang & 
Alameda 11, Valley Plumbing 5: With 
strong performance from Sallmann, Yang 
& Alameda’s pitcher, Elena Mantauti, 
Sallmann, Yang & Alameda won the game 
against Valley Plumbing with the score of 
11-5 with 6 innings of play.  Elena Mantauti 
showcased great ball control and velocity 
through the first three innings.  She only 
allowed two hits, an in-field single by Jamie 
Altman and a double by Lexi Campisi.  At 
the bottom of 4th, Valley Plumbing took full 
advantages of relief pitcher scoring 4 runs 
highlighted by Valley Plumbing’s Madeline 
MacGuire’s sac-fly with 2 RBIs and Jamie 
Altman stealing home on a wild pitch.  Valley 
Plumbing’s great defensive plays kept them 
in the game.  They allowed no more than 2 
runs each inning through 5th.  SS, Jamie 
Altman, played solid at the top of 2nd for all 
three outs, and at the top of 5th, right fielder, 
Karen Chang, caught two consecutive well 
hit fly balls to end the inning.  Sallmann, 
Yang & Alameda’s Brittney Berckmores 
had two run double, and Emily Helmer had 
two singles and a RBI.  Outfielder, Tori 
Koth, also had a diving catch. Top Players:  
Valley Plumbing - Lexi Campisi, Veronica 
Giessler, Madeline McGuire; Sallmann, Yang 
& Alameda - Brittney Berckmoes, Emily 
Helmer, Tori Koth

 

Tri-Valley Crush
The Tri-Valley Crush White basketball 

team defeated Pittsburgh Jadafly 52-42 in 
MVP flight 9th grade basketball action last 
weekend.

Due to a scheduling quirk, Tri-Valley 
had not played a game in four weeks and it 
took some time to shake off the cobwebs. 
Plagued by turnovers and fouls, the Crush 
scored only 14 points in the first half and 
found themselves in an 11 points hole at the 
break. Led by Jake Salinas, they turned up the 
defense a notch, and Tri-Valley cut the deficit 
to three going into the final quarter. Stephen 
Goode scored eight in the last period and the 
Crush won going away. 52-42.

Andrew Nop led all scorers with 13 points 
and a pair of assists. Goode had 11 points and 
Salinas ten points and five steals.

Tri-Valley White finished the regular 
season in second place with six wins and 
two losses and looks forward to next week's 
playoffs. Tri-Valley Red won all eight of their 
games and is the top seed.

Pleasanton American LL
Pleasanton American Little League 

results:
AA Division: Angels 11, A's 9: Can 

we really call them Angels if they steal?  
Perhaps we can if they are AA Angels from 
Pleasanton American Little League, and the 
stealing in question are bases. These Angels 
stole bases with gusto and style during the 
Saturday, May 14 game against the A?s.  
Base to base, Angels Cooper Smith, Toby 
Scarborough, and Kenneth Swan, among 
others, stole any chance they could find, 
often sliding dramatically to their stolen 
base.  Riley Gunning smashed a skyward 
hit way past the A?s fielders, resulting in a 
triple with 2 RBIs.  Nick Gibson hit a nice 
single. Toby Scarborough earned a run nar-
rowly sliding into home after a weak ground 
ball to right field.  

Farm A: Yankees vs Red Sox: Knowing 
that pizza was on the way, the Yankees were 
especially enthusiastic about playing and 
cheering on their teammates.  Among those 
most worthy of acclaim from their fellow 
baseball players was Daniel Beranek who 
reached base, hustled around the bases to 
score a run, and converted a tough play in 
the field for an out.  Darius Skipper also did 
his part by getting a hit, showing plenty of 
life on defense, and urging on his teammates 
at every at bat.  Another of those responding 
to the support was Trevor Barros who also 
had a productive at bat with a base hit and 
was all over the field making stops at every 
opportunity.

Livermore American LL
Livermore American Little League 

results:
Junior 80's: LALL/LNLL Red Sox 

6, PFLL 15: Garrett Cordisco pitched well 
for the Red Sox with 8 strike outs and only 
1 walk. Andrew Ruth was 2 for 2 batting, 
and doubles from Garrett Cordsico, Barry 
Goldman, and CJ Lewandowski. Pleasanton 
Foothill Little League Pythons had good 
hitting from J.Woodson, M.Weir, and B. 
McClure.  This was also followed by good 
pitching from D. Walker.

Majors: Yankees10, Indians 0: For the 

Yankees: Bryce Disbrow pitched 5 solid 
innings; Aaron Eppstein hit a single; Noah 
Pettit hit a double. For the Indians Zach Eme 
hit a single; Brandon Jackson hit a single and 
a double; Kaine Montez hit a single

Yankees13, White Sox 1: For the 
Yankees: Clayton Westrope pitched 6 great 
innings; Michael Viscaino turned in a great 
defensive play and a 2 run RBI hit; John 
Langerud hit two doubles. For the White 
Sox: Justin Hill pitched well; Tyler Gonzalez 
played first base well and hit a triple; Nick 
Tivey slapped a base hit. 

AAA Division: Angels 10, Dodgers 1: 
Angels captured the lead early against Dodg-
ers and didn't relinquish it, recording a 10-1 
victory on Saturday at Triple A Fields. With 
seven runs in the first three innings, Angels 
left no doubt about the eventual outcome. 
A groundout by Trenton Westrope in the 
first inning supplied the early offense for 
Angels. Michael Hallock threw five innings 
of scoreless ball for Angels. Peyton Gibbs, 
Parker Brandt, Ryan Brandt, Ryan Escover 
(three hits), Branden Trevethan, and Jacob 
Marshall all collected hits for Angels. Adam 
Lebish pitched four strong innings for the 
Dodgers, striking out eight batters.  He also 
went 2-3, with a double.  Drew Braudrick 
had two walks, and scored the Dodgers 
lone run on a passed ball.  He also made a 
sparkling catch of a line drive at shortstop.  
Ian Partridge had a hard single and made 
a nice play at first base to stop a rally. Top 
players:  Ian Partridge, Drew Braudrick, 
Adam Lebish

Giants 5, A's 4:  Sean Rolandelli hit a 2 
RBI double in the bottom of the 6th inning 
to win the game for the Giants over the 
Athletics 5-4.  Justin Moriarty had a single 
and 2 RBIs and Cameron Clark was solid 
for the Giants in the win.  For the Athletics, 
Mason Arnold recorded 7 strikeouts and had 
3 singles.  Grant Murphy and Kevin Lee led 
the Athletics with stellar defense.

Dodgers 9, Padres 3: The Dodgers scored 
early against the Padres and withstood a late 
rally to complete a 9-3 win.  Ian Partridge 
earned the victory, pitching very effectively 
for three innings, striking out 7 batters, while 
also contributing offensively with an RBI 
single.  Bailey Kemp had two solid singles, 
and also drove in a run.  Ian Toland made 
a beautiful running catch when the bases 
were loaded to end a potential rally and his 
single helped start an offensive rally the next 
inning.  Drew Braudrick picked up the save 
with three solid innings of relief.  For the 
Padres, Alex Forgatsch made a great defen-
sive play at third base to thwart a dodgers 
rally.  Bradley Archer had a couple of solid 
hits, while pitching three strong innings.  
David Ragatz completed pitching the game 
for the Padres, while driving in a run with 
a solid single.

Angels 15, Dodgers 9: The Angels best 
the Dodgers in shootout, 15-9. Scoreboard 
operators were busy at Triple A Fields on 
Thursday as the Angels and the Dodgers 
combined for 24. Angels eventually won 
the offensive battle 15-9 in six innings. The 
two teams combined for 22 hits, including 
four extra base hits. The Angels played great 
baseball with 16 hits, including two extra base 
hits. . Peyton Gibbs, Ryan Brandt, Trenton 
Westrope, and Jacob Marshall .combined 
for nine hits and five RBIs. Michael Hal-
lock threw two innings of scoreless ball for 
the Angels.  Despite the loss, the Dodgers 
played a spirited game and fought all the 
way to the end.  Tyler Kelly made a couple 
of great catches to prevent the Angels from 
blowing the game open.  Jared Hubert had two 
hits, including a double, and scoring a run.  
Joseph Fields made a couple of nice defensive 
plays at second base.  Despite the loss, Adam 
Lebish pitched four innings, striking out six 
batters while not allowing a walk. 

AA Division:  Indians 10, Cardinals 7: 
The Indians and the Cardinals played another 
great game.  For the Indians, Cole Arnold 
could not miss the strike-zone and earned 
mutiple strike-outs in 3 shut-out innings.  
Antoine Evans had a fantastic evening with 
an explosive grand-slam in the bottom of 
the 3rd to put the Indians in the lead.  Both 
Sam Bush and Steven Lee played great of-
fense with several extra base hits and runs 
scored.  For the Cardinals, Grant Peterson 
played an amazing game that included 
phenomenal pitching with 5 strike-outs, 
excellent fielding and two power-blast home 
runs that put the Cardinals spirit back in the 
game.  Joe Hager hit a rocket line-drive up 
the middle in the 4th to score the tying run.  
Tyler Morano started the Cardinals off strong 
with awesome pitching, and was a leader on 
the field making several great catches and 
key outs.  Both teams played with skill and 

determination, and it was the Indians that 
prevailed in the end 10-7.

Rockies 4, Cubs 0: For the Rockies, 
Arnav Patel ripped a triple with an RBI, 
Dylan Prusso cracked a key single, and Miles 
Kluball had a double and an RBI. For the 
Cubs, Brandon Bruns went one for two, and 
two the pitchers -- Matt Polaski and Thomas 
Cowles -- gave up only one run each.

Astros 6, White Sox 1: The Astros beat 
the White Sox 6-1. The Astros’ top three 
players were Jake Herweg, Ben Hatch, and 
Jesse Wolfson, who had a double and a 
stolen base in the 5th inning.  For the White 
Sox, Jacob Moen made two great plays on 
1st base, Brett Peacock got  2 base hits and 
one RBI, and Kevin Collity made two great 
plays at second base and centerfield. Top 
Angels players: Jake Herweg, Ben Hatch, 
Jesse Wolfson; White Sox top players: Jacob 
Moen, Brett Peacock, Kevin Collity. 

A Division:  Mets 14, Orioles 13: In 
an A league thriller, the Mets were able to 
hold off a 6th inning rally by the Orioles and 
win 14-13.  The Mets were lead by Dylan 
Cole who had 2 hits including a triple and 
scored 2 runs.  Jackson Vandegriff, Giovanni 
Sandoval, Nick Hall each had 3 hits for the 
Mets.  For the Orioles, Branden Harvey 
had 3 hits and 5 RBI's.  John Joiner, Kirk 
Stempien and Colby Scherer each had 4 hits 
and Michael Bliss played an outstanding 
defensive game.  

Phillies 5, Mets 3:  For the Phillies: 
Drew McDonald stopped five runs from 
coming in, made a doupble play as a second 
baseman, and three more outs at first base. 
Austin Lane was named Phillies big hitter this 
evening as he blew through two singles and 
let's not forget the his two doubles.  Jordan  
Lamendola's fielding was on point and his 
two doubles while at bat went going, going, 
gone. For the Mets: Jackson Vandergriff 
had a huge night on both offensively and 
defensively. Vandergriff's quick and accurate 
fielding  accounted for the first out in the 
third and another huge out in the fifth inning. 
Vandergriff followed up with a deep shot to 
right field and an RBI. First baseman Dylan 
Cole started off Met's deffensive with the 
first out in the first inning, but he didn't stop 
there!! Cole showed endurance and power 
with his deep hits to the outfield. Nick Hall 
is always sure to get the fans up and cheer-
ing! In the third inning, Hall snagged a pop 
fly for the second out then percisely threw 
it the to Met's second baseman for the third 
out! An impressive double play, to say the 
least, from Nick Hall.

 Mets 15, Red Sox 2: Top players Red 
Sox: Matthew Villareal, Tyler Olcese, Marcie 
Kumamota; For the Mets:  Nolan Dennis 
drove in 2 runs when he slapped the ball to 
centerfield. Keoni Hurskin made fantastic 
infield plays along with outstanding base 
hitting and never stopped hustling. Nathan 
Lopez continues to show his hitting ability 
blasting the ball far outfield every chance 
he gets.

 T-Ball: Twins vs. Dodgers:  Top Players 
Twins: Joshua Ruano, Simeon Wilson, Logan 
Moore; Top Players Dodgers: Benjamin 
Ulmer, Cayden Rico, Jacob Franks

Royals vs. Giants: Top Players Royals: 
Dylan Borges, Johnny Hale-Salcido, Bailey 
Tripod; Top Players Giants: Alec Schlenker, 
Caden Gereb, Cole Ebel. 

A's vs. Blue Jays: Top Players A's: Dun-
can Maxwell, Charlie Betz, Matt Burkett; Top 
Players Blue Jays:  Kieran Edwards, Justin 
Wheeler, Arug Patel. 

Tigers vs. Cardinals: Top Players Tigers: 
Jonathan Ogunfunmi, Chris Miller, Alex 
Cirina; Top Players Cardinals: Jacob Hager, 
Garrett Hamer, Tyler Morano. 

 

Livermore National LL
Livermore National Little League 

results:
AAA Division: Athletics 13,  Diamond-

backs 0: Athletics captured the lead early 
against  Diamondbacks and didn't relinquish 
it, recording a 13-0 victory on Saturday at 
Junction  Field. With 12 runs in the first 
three innings,  Athletics left no doubt about 
the eventual outcome. The bats of Joshua 
Esteva, Kade Gomes, Tyler Langowski, 
Trey Olsen, and Nolan Kitsuse helped lead  
Athletics.    Tyler Langowski, Kade Gomes, 
and Elijah Maravilla took command of the 
mound, allowing only one hit during the 
game.  Gomes threw one inning of score-
less ball for  Athletics. Aiding in keeping  
Diamondbacks scoreless was a double-play 
executed by Nolan Kitsuse and Joshua Esteva 
in the third inning.

Athletics 15,  Giants 5: For the Athletics, 
Nolan Kitsuse and Kade Gomes had a good 

game at the plate to help Athletics to a 15-5 
victory in four innings over  Giants.  Kitsuse, 
who doubled in the third inning, and Gomes, 
who tripled in the third inning, combined for 
4 hits and 7 RBIs.  Athletics pitchers Trey 
Olsen and Tyler Langowski showed good 
command, keeping the  Giants scoreless in 
the first three innings. Olsen threw strikes on 
20 of his 33 pitches.  Langowski threw strikes 
on 13 of his 26 pitches. Also contributing 
to the Athletics’ hits were Joshua Esteva, 
who singled in the 2nd inning, and Elijah 
Maravilla, who singled in the 4th inning. 
For the Giants, Jacob Dennett fine pitching 
performance. 

 Athletics 16, Dodgers 6: For the Ath-
letics, great pitching performance by Tyler 
Langowski & Trey Olsen.  Trey Olsen & 
Nolan Kitsuse good hitting. For the Dodgers, 
Keton Simoni pitched first game & did well. 
Eric Ruloma a single & 2 RBI's.  Anthony 
Barbalanardo homerun & a triple.

Athletics 20, Cardinals 6: For the Cardi-
nals, nice pitching performance by Andrew 
Messner.  Multiple hits by Caden Emery. For 
the Athletics, great hitting by Joshua White, 
Brandon Martin, Elijah Maravilla,  & Joshua 
Esteva.  Good pitching with Elijah Maravilla 
& Joshua Esteva. 

Giants vs. Padres: Final Score: 16 to 6: 
For the Giants: Spencer Lujan hit a triple. 
Dylan Breesch great defense. For the Padres: 
Grant Ikeda caught a pop fly for a third out. 
Ryan Castillo had great pitching. Fabulous 
pitching by Garrett Barker. Todd Neizman 
caught an infield pop fly. Tommy Latkowski 
had a solid day at the plate.

Giants 4, Padres 15: For the Giants: Ben 
Roller great pitching; Spencer VanBuuren 
played well. For the Padres: Austin Shadbolt 
great defense at first base. Caught pop fly for 
a third out. Great pitching.  Brandon Archer 
hit a double.

Padres 10, Dodgers 5: For the Padres: 
Grant Ikeda and Garret Barker showed excel-
lent team work as pitcher and catcher getting 
multiple outs at home plate. Brandon Archer 
hit a double on the first pitch. For the Dodg-
ers: Great base stealing and run by Joshua 
Rudolff. TJ Testerman had a pop fly to center 
field. Anthony Barbalinardo closed the 4th 
inning with a stellar strike-out. 

Padres 10, Cardinals 9: The Cardinals 
scored early and took 5 run lead only to 
have the Padres rally back. The lead changed 
several times throughout the game and the 
score was tied 9 to 9 at the end of the 6th 
inning forcing a 7th inning. In the end,the 
Padres scored a key run in the 7th to take 
the win. The Padres never gave up and had 
excellent pitching by Garrett Barker. Tood 
Neizman caught an infield pop fly and had 
some solid hits as did Tommy Latkowski. The 
Cardinals diligence during practice paid off 
as the offense jumped out to an early lead. 
Strong bats were swung by Zak Yeremian 
with a home run as well as by Hanna Lipp 
& Caden Emry. Andrew Messner and Joey 
Stangle provided great infield defense and 
pitching.

AA Division: Giants vs. Padres: The Gi-
ants were led by the strong pitching of Jack 
Wilson who struck out five batters and threw 
2 scoreless innings.  Shaun Smith made two 
outstanding defensive plays and also had two 
great hits.  Gabriel Emfinger had a solid hit 
that drove in two runs for the Giants.  The 
Padres rallied late to tie the game.

Giants vs. Rockies: The Giants were let 
by Drew Dillion who had an RBI single and 
three great defensive plays.  Jack Wilson had 
two singles and an RBI and also scored a run.  
Silas Vankirk had a line shot to right field for 
an RBI and also scored a run.  The Rockies 
had strong pitching performances by Dylan 
Silva, Grant Gomes and Patrick Currulla 
who all played well defensively.

Padres vs. Giants: Padres starting pitcher 
Angel Ixta pitched two innings firing 17 
strikes. Nick Donaldson had a big hit that put 
a runner on third in scoring position & did 
great playing catcher. Nico La Manna took 
out players on 1st and 2nd base and made a 
controversial play at second with the runner 
being safe.  The Giants were led by Shaun 
Smith who had a single and scored a run. 
Jacob Lord pitched two scoreless innings 
and Mateo Moncada had a double to center 
field and scored a run.

 Padres vs. A's: Padres Christian Perez 
Had a great hit with 1 RBI, Nick Donaldson 
Played well at first base and Josh Spencer 
made a forced out at 3rd base. A's Brayden 
Nunes Hit a single and pitched a great inning, 
Joey Mifsud Had 2 singles and made an out at 
second, Brandon Uneki Had a great hit 

Giants vs. Diamondbacks: The Giants 
were led by Michael Turpin who had an RBI 
single and scored a run.  Gabriel Emfinger had 
2 hits, scored a run and had an RBI.  Mateo 
Moncada made a great catch and throw to 
home for a double play, along with pitching 
two solid innings and had an RBI single.  For 
the Diamondbacks, Ryan Kelly caught 2 fly 
balls, Francis Contarciego had a single and 
played well at first base, and Zachary Saal 
pitched a great game. 

May 7th AA division started playing 
AAA rules.  The players are really enjoy-
ing stealing. Dodgers had three games the 
past week against Padres, Rockies, and 
D-Backs.Currently no input from the other 
three teams.  

The  Dodgers players that received the 
game ball are: from the 5/7 game - Blake 
Burrell for a great play at third base, the 5/11 
game - Lewis O'Neill for a caught foul ball 
while playing catcher, and for the 5/14 game 
- Eli Hargis for his defensive plays at 1st, 
3 strike outs while pitching and his long hit 
into left field that gave him a double.

The Rockies opened up with Pitcher 
Dylan Silva, striking out 5 in the two innings 
he took the mound.  The Dodgers, showing 
their defensive strength, held down their 
infield with strong plays by Nathan O'Neill 
at shortstop and an awesome pop-up catch by 
Lewis O'Neill.  Then Calen Robert, batting 
for the Dodgers, hit a blast to the outfield for a 
big double.  The hits were put to a stop though 
as Rockies pitcher Grant Gomes struck out 
three to end the inning.  Then Dylan Silva 
got a hold of a pitch and sent it screaming 
down the third base line for a solid double 
for the Rockies.  As the dodgers attempted to 
answer back, Jason DeSantis fielded a smash 
cleanly and relayed it to Silva for the out at 
second.   Not to be left out, Grant Gomes got 
back in on the action, making a diving play 

and feed to Silva to end the inning.
A Division: Padres vs. Diamondbacks. 

For the Padres: Landon Rhodes caught an 
infield pop fly. Jason Sanders made a great 
play at 1st. For the Dbacks: Noah Borges 
great hitting Justin York great fielding on 
the pitchers mound.

Dodgers vs. Padres: For the Dodgers: 
Keaton great hitting; Kamden solid defen-
sive plays; For the Padres: Great defense 
by Kyle Denton who made an out at first 
as a pitcher.  Christian Lopez made a great 
hit out to the grass. Ian Archer made a great 
play at 2nd base.

Giants vs. Rockies: Giants player 
Thomas Bosso had an outstanding all around 
game hitting two doubles and catching a 
pop-fly.  Ben Rho also played impressively 
hitting a double and getting players out on 
3rd base.  Xavier "Xavi" Lortie had power-
ful hits including a double. Rockies player 
Landon Ratinho had a fantastic game in hit-
ting and exhibited his skills when he caught 3 
pop-fly's.  Lucca Ahmadi was a powerhouse 
smacking the ball every time he was up to 
bat.  Joshua Kim had a great defensive game 
at 1st and 3rd base.

 Giants vs. Dodgers: It's always an excit-
ing game when these two teams compete.  
Giants top players: Defense: Hayden Henry, 
Thomas McKnight , and Nato Nagengast. 
Offense: Benjamin Rho. Dodgers top players: 
Offense and Defense: Austin Calkins, Jonah 
Johnson, and Keaton Kapus.

Cardinals vs. A's: The game started with 
Cardinals' pitcher Colby Cairel making a 
breathtaking leaping catch for the first out.  
In the bottom of that inning, Ben Operin, 
playing third base for the A's, reacted quickly 
to make a deft catch.  The A's James Foley 
also stopped a strongly-hit line drive with a 
spectacular catch.  Jay Hawkins of the Car-
dinals shone offensively with his line drive 
to left field clearing the bases in the second 
inning.  Seamus Hanley was commendable 
for his consistent hitting in each inning.  
Lucas Stifter significantly enriched the A's 
defense, stopping a hard-hit ball and throwing 
accurately to first base for an out.  The game 
concluded with Sundar Thomas, playing 
shortstop for the Cardinals, contributing to 
three quick outs, including one made unas-
sisted while covering second base. 

Cubs vs. Rockies: Joshua Kim & Nate 
Lee played great in the infield contributing 
to several outs for the Rockies. Rockies,  
Landon Rahtino hit well and showed stellar 
fielding. The Cubs, Elias Ramos had a great 
catch while covering second base. The Cubs 
also came out hitting with several base hits 
from Davis Carr and Ayden Martinez

Gants vs. Diamondbacks: It was an 
awesome game between these two teams.  
The Giants were on fire defensively and of-
fensively.  Seth Fickes had a great game with 
four powerful base hits.  Nathan Evans was on 
top of his game with two base hits.  Matthew 
D'Anjou had the crowd cheering when he hit a 
grand slam.  Hayden Henry smashed the ball 
for a double as well as making a defensive 
out on 2nd base.  The Diamondbacks also 
were a team to be reckoned with.  Cooper 
Wilcox hit an amazing double as well as 
tagging a runner out on third base.  Shane 
Pollard owned 2nd base making four outs.  
Brandon York showed his strength making 
a notable triple.

Dodgers vs. Cubs: The Dodgers and Cubs 
came out swinging.  For the Dodgers there 
was some great at bats and great defensive 
plays by Jesse Huertas, Cody Franco, Beto 
Ramirez and Jadiel Salgado.  The Dodgers 
had the Cubs three up and three out two 
consecutive innings with their great defen-
sive play.  The Cubs put on some good play 
themselves.  Joe Hutchinson fielded a hard 
ground ball for the out at third base.  Alek-
sandr Cortes used his glove well to field a 
fast grounder to tag the runner at shortstop 
and Colin Perotti was two for two at bat 
with an RBI.

Cards vs Giants: Outstanding players 
for the Cardinals are Avery Bingham as she 
made 2 great stops at 3rd and turned them 
into 2 outs.   Then we have Caleb Bogdanov 
who made many stops at short stop. He also 
made a great throw to first for an out.  Graedon 
Beeler's short stay still made an impact for the 

Cardinals as he makes a base hit and played 
hard in the outfield. Outstanding players for 
Giants are Thomas Bosso who made some 
great hits and while in the outfield he made 
an out on 3rd and 2 outs on 2nd.  Then there 
is Thomas McKnight who had a great hit over 
3rd base for a double.  And Nathan "Nato" 
Nagengast made great stops as a catcher and 
also did a base hit for the Giants.

Diamondbacks vs. Dodgers: Connor Day 
had some great defensive efforts that resulted 
in 2 outs for the Diamondbacks. He also had 
great hitting.  He received the game ball.  Leif 
Jensen, Hardit Sinah, Kamden Johnson and 
Braden Illingworth had awesome hit and 
great fielding for the Dodgers.   

Cards vs DBacks: For the Cardinals, 
Colby Clairel made a great stop then quickly 
threw the ball to Jay Hawkins who practically 
did the splits keeping one foot on first base 
to make his team's first out. London Bishop 
didn't miss a beat when he too made a great 
stop and threw it to Jay for another out.  
And Graedon Beeler was quick to help out 
his teammates on the field. The Cardinals 
welcomed back Gio Fuentas with open 
gloves after a long absence.  Gio made some 
great hits getting RBI's.  For the DBacks, 
Justin York caught a pop fly at third.  Julian 
Quigley made two tags and assists at second 
base. Damon Miller and Cooper Wilcox had 
great team work at third and short stop.  The 
DBacks also welcome back Josh Nixon with 
his awesome hitting.

T-Ball: Giants vs. Diamondbacks: For 
the Giants, Ethan Rolandelli had a great hit 
in the first inning and Austin Araya made a 
terrific out at first base in the second inning.  
For the Diamondbacks, Blake Bystrom had 
three hits and played outstanding defense 
at pitcher and shortstop.  Jake Nuti also had 
three hits and played excellent defense at first 
base and pitcher.  Both teams did amazing on 
their first game of coach pitching!

Giants vs. Padres: For the Giants, Jack 
James Fagundes did an awesome job as 
catcher and made some great hits through-
out the game. Justin "speedy" Johnson hit a 
powerful double and made several outs at 
pitcher in the 2nd inning.  For the Padres, 
Noah parsons-corpuz had several awesome 
plays at short stop and a huge hit into left field 
in the first inning. Maxwell Thompson had 
three big hits and played great defense.

Dodgers vs. Padres: Playing for the 
Padres, Ryan Emerson made a great stop at 
3rd by fielding a grounder at him, and Kincaid 
Kapus made a big hit in the 2nd inning. Last 
inning in the outfield while playing 3rd base 
for the Dodgers Nathan Keaney made a nice 
play and got a man out on 3rd.  In the second 
inning, Ashton Romero also made a nice play 
for the Dodgers and got a man out on third 
while playing third base.

 Dodgers vs. A's: Jacob Mordick made 
a nice play for the Dodgers while hustling 
to catch a grounder and made a nice throw 
to first.  Ethan Trogdon also playing for the 
Dodgers made a big hit right down center 
field and got a double. Jonathon Lopez was 
the first batter up for the A's and made a nice 
hit to second base.  Jackson Newton made 
a great hit to short stop and displayed great 
base running throughout the game.

Dodgers vs. Cardinals For the Dodgers: 
Drew Ochse had a great hit after being pitched 
to and made a nice run to second. Emilio 

(continued on page 8)
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The 93rd Annual Livermore Professional Rodeo is just a couple of 
weeks away.  Activities are held at rodeo grounds on Saturday, June 
11 and Sunday, June 12. It is known as one of the best rodeos in the 
country.  Start time for the rodeo is 3:00 pm this year.  Gates will be 
open at the normal time.

The Livermore Stockmen’s Rodeo Association thanks all if its 
sponsors for helping keep the Livermore tradition of rodeo alive 
and thriving.  Hertz Equipment Rentals, Groth Brothers Chevrolet, 
Markstein Sales - Budweiser, MidCal John Deere, Pendleton Whisky, 
Wente Family Vineyards, Doubletree Hotel, Oracle Arena/Overstock.
com Coliseum, Wells Fargo, Wrangler, Bobcat West, Ising’s Culligan 
Water, Waste Management, Baughman’s Western Outfitters, Nestle 
Nesquik, The Independent, Lucky Supermarket and the numerous 
Event Sponsors, Chute Sponsors, advertisers and arena banner spon-
sors.  We are very fortunate to have such strong support from this 
community, the local businesses and a great number of volunteers.  
LSRA is deeply indebted to all of you.  Thank you.

LARPD and its employees have taken great care of us again.  From 
maintaining the rodeo grounds and helping with our projects to helping 
us with our Queen Contest Annual Spaghetti Feed, LARPD has proven 
to be a true community force behind our rodeo.  We can’t thank you 
enough, workers and management alike.  You guys are fantastic.

If you have the opportunity to support one of these businesses 
please do so.

Here’s a quick rundown of the week’s events:
Wednesday, June 8: Team Penning and Mixer. Local team penning, 

dinner and dancing for $20.  Tickets go on sale at Baughman’s May 
20th along with the rodeo tickets.  BBQ tri-tip with all the fixings and 
dancing to the music of the Buck Ford Band.

Thursday, June 9: Family Night – FREE EVENT.  Local roping 
contest to see who will compete in the pro rodeo, the Nesquik Wild 
Cow Milking contest, $1 hot dogs, $1 sodas, Nesquik and Juicy Juice.  
This event is free to come and enjoy.

Saturday, June 11: 10am is the start of the Rodeo parade downtown 
and 3pm is the start of Pro Rodeo at the rodeo grounds in Robertson 
Park.

Sunday, June 12: Gold Card roping starts at 9am and is free to 
watch.  3pm is the start of the Pro Rodeo

Tickets go on sale May 20th in the booth at Baughman’s Western 
Outfitters.  Baughman’s is located downtown by the Donut Wheel.  
There’s a big horse by the front door.  You can buy Mixer tickets and 
Rodeo tickets at the same time.

Wrangler is running a ticket voucher program again.  If you 
purchase some Wrangler products at Baughman’s you will receive a 
voucher for a $13 seat for the day of your choice.

Be sure to stock up on some Wrangler apparel and get in to the 
rodeo for free.

LSRA sincerely hopes you come and enjoy a day full of family 
fun at the 93rd Annual Livermore Professional Rodeo.  Your kids will 
love it and so will your friends and neighbors.  There’s not too many 
rodeos left in California and we’re fortunate to have one in our own 
backyard.  

Remember, Saturday is Tough Enough to Wear Pink day.  Wear 
pink on Saturday.  Sunday is Patriot Day.  Wear something patriotic, 
red white and blue on Sunday.  Each day has a special significance 
for us.  Saturday will be an effort to raise money for the Livermore 
Rodeo Foundation so they can continue to give to the Ryan Comer 
Cancer Resource Center at ValleyCare.  Sunday the goal is to raise 
money for the Rodeo Foundation to give to the Wounded Warrior 
Project.  There will be some very special pins and shirts for sale to 
support both causes.  Check them out at the Pink Booth located at 
the south end of the arena.

We’ll see ya at 3:00 PM June 11 and 12.  Come and be a cowboy 
for a day.  Your kids will love it.

Renteria had a nice hit in the second inning 
and made a nice run to first. For the Cardinals: 
Nathan Mounsey made some great defensive 
plays at second base, and Joey Williams had 
three big hits during the game. 

Dodgers vs. Diamondbacks: From the 
Dodgers, Diego Flores made a nice hit after 
being pitched to in the first inning and Carlos 
Flores did a great job as catcher in the last 
inning of the game.  For the Diamondbacks, 
Jackson Whatley had three great hits off 
pitches and played excellent defense at 
shortstop and first base.  Jacob Woods had 
two big hits off pitches and played terrific 
defense at first and third base.

A's vs. Cardinals: Brody Chapman rom 
the A's did an excellent job covering 2nd base 
and chasing balls in center field. Thomas 
Schnapp also from the A's did a great job 
covering left field and throwing balls in to 
play. From the Cardinals, Alyssa Avila had a 
great game with multiple hits. Tyler Lrymon 
19 had a great defensive game playing 2nd 
and 3rd bases.

Diamondbacks vs. Giants: Diamond-
backs: Timothy Cowan had a great game 
with two outs. Jake Johnson had a great 
game with three strong hits. Giants: Tyler 
Roe made a strong hit to 3rd base and was 
an awesome catcher. Austin Araya made two 
powerful hits from pitched balls, showing off 
both skill and speed.

Gymfinity Gymnastics
Gymfinity Gymnastics was represented 

at the  2011 Jr. Olympic National Invitational 
Tournament held at Long Beach Arena  in 
Long Beachon May 15. 

Amber Wood, competitoin in Level 10, 
Senior D, finished first all around with a score 
of 36.90; VAULT:  9.35 (3); BARS:  8.675 (3); 
BEAM:  9.425 (1); FLOOR:  9.45 (1)

Chelsea Werner competed at the USA 
Gymnastics Special Olympics Champion-
ships in Marietta, GA on May 7. In Level 4 
- all ages, she finished first in three events: 
ALL-AROUND: 53.9 (1), VAULT:  15.1 
(1), BARS:  13.6 (1), BEAM:  11.05 (3), 
FLOOR:  14.15 (2)

 

Granada Little League
Granada Little League results:
Junior 80s: Rivercats 13, SRV/TVLL/

Danville 3.  The Rivercats started the game 
off with 7 runs in the first inning against 
SRV/TVLL/Danville Giants. Marcellus 
Bayless had another strong pitching outing. 
Marcellus Bayless 2 1Bs, 2B and 2 Runs. 
Ryan Aboumrad 1B and scored once. Isaiah 
Mendez, 3 BB and scored once. Jacob Mitch-
ell BB, 1B and scored once. Ryan Passama 
2 1Bs, BB and 3 runs. Noah Lux 1B. Zach 
Bothelo 2 1Bs, BB and 2 Runs. Kevin Zaia 
2 BB, 1B and scored once. Sean Mahoney 
1B, BB and scored once. The game ended 
with Isaiah Mendez closing it out in the 5th 
inning for a 10-run rule win.

AAA Division: Rangers 10, A's 1: Top 
Pitchers:  Rangers; Sam Miller pitched 2 
scoreless innings and struck out the side in the 

2nd. Riley Van Trease pitched 2 scoreless in-
nings Defensive plays:  Rangers:  Sam Miller 
at short threw to Nolan McCormick 1st base 
for an out, A's:  Benny Valdez great defensive 
plays throughout the game. Offensive:  Rang-
ers:  Zack Perodi awesome hit to right field 
for a double. Camron McGee smacks the ball 
down 3rd baseline for a double with an RBI.
Riley Van Trease awesome hit up the center 
for a triple and an RBI. A's: Gabe Vargas 
fabulous hit for a single. Zack MacDonald 
awesome hit with an RBI  

AA Division: Red Sox 14, Giants 8: The 
Red Sox finished their season with a 16-0 
record with a defeat over the Giants. For the 
Red Sox, Carson Devine had 2 singles with 3 
RBIs, Andrew James hit an RBI double, and 
Austin Overton caught a popup as pitcher. 
Zak Gooby had a double, an RBI single and 
as third baseman, threw a grounder to first for 
an out. Quinn "Q" Tudor had a 2-run double 
and an RBI single. For the Giants, pitcher 
Nathan Kamm struck out the side in the first 
inning and had a single. Catcher A.J. Morais 
tagged a runner out at home, then as leadoff 
hitter in the bottom of the 2nd, Morais hit 
a solo home run deep to left field. JT Kelly 
did a great job in left field and scored a run. 
Thomas Young hit an RBI single. Colby 
Smith pitched well in the 4th with a strikeout 
and caught a popup. Theo Dean struck out the 
side in the top of the 5th. Jacob Johnston was 
great on defense and scored a run.

A's 8, Giants 7: The A's battled the Giants 
for the second time and again it was a close 
game with the A's narrowly defeating the 
Giants by a run. For the A's, Colton Trudeau 
pitched well with 2 strikeouts and caught 2 
popups. Connor Campbell played well with 
3 outs as infielder and had two RBI singles. 
Aiden Lewis had two singles and struck out 
two batters in the 4th. Seth Lundin caught 
a popup at second. Wyatt Moseley pitched 
well and had a strikeout. For the Giants, Ryan 
Juric had  a 3-run triple and an RBI single. 
Juric also did a nice job at second throwing 
a grounder to first for an out. James Young 
pitched another great game with 4 strikeouts 
and caught a popup. Young also doubled and 
scored a run. Luke Moylan had a leadoff 
double in the 3rd inning and also pitched well 
with a strikeout. Mikey Balzarini hit a double 
and had 2 strikeouts as pitcher. Ryan Wenzel 
had an RBI single and as catcher tagged the 
lead runner out to save the run.

Orioles 5, Tankees 4: For Yankees, 
Thomas Stevenson- RBI in 1st inn, 2 inning 
pitched. RJ Mata scored a run, throw out at 
2nd trying to steal. Frankie Silva scored a run 
and 2 walks. Ethan James -1-1, 2 RBI's, throw 
out at home on grounder. Nicholas Melindez 
put out at home. For Orioles, Noah Vengley 
pitched the 1st and 2nd innings and got 1 and 
2 strike outs respectively.He got out at first in 
4th innings. Noah and Tyler Young exhibited 
great defense when Noah caught a pop fly at 
the mound and threw to 1st base and got the 
runner out. Tyler Young also caught a pop fly 
in 2nd innings at 1st base. Joey Katen scored 
a single in 1st innings resulting in an RBI. 
Eligia Beedles  scored an exciting double in 
the 2nd innings , brought in a runner, stole 
base and ran home. Eathen Dreger pitched 
the third and fourth innings and got clean 
strikes out in both the innings. He scored a 
single in 3rd innings.Tyler Stewart - throw 

out at home. Tyler Hattori- scored a single 
in 3rd innings resuting in an RBI.  

Minor A: Diamondbacks vs. Phillies: 
Great game by both teams with  win by the 
Phillies. Outstanding hits by Will Wentworth, 
Austin Melendez, Landon Paden, Connor 
Waklee and Daniel Becerra.  Solid pitching 
by Chandler Olsen and Dale Spence.  Nice 
offensive play by Christopher Perez, Austin 
Lee, Caleb Salinas and Christian Newmann. 
Diamondback Defense:  Samuel Morrisroe, 
Neil Shah, Jason Zaia. Diamondback Of-
fense:Aidan Buenrostro, Mason Franchi, 
Andrew Hofmann.

Orioles 3, Red Sox 13: For the Orioles, 
Player of the game was Kieran Campbell who 
also had a base hit, along with teammates 
Jordan Fritz, Antonio Rivalie, Iliza Shields 
and Colin McConnell. Armando Cabrera and 
Ryan Hansen had great pitching performance. 
Hayden Williams was catcher. For the Red 
Sox, Nick Lydon and Aidan Demello hit 
doubles. Andrew Bates, Eduardo Angeles, 
and Max Higgins had base hits. Jeffrey 
Winter was Pitcher.

Farm: Diamondbacks vs. Giants: Jake 
Eldridge and Anthony Camilleri played great 
defense for the Giants.  Carter March was 
a star on offense.  For the Diamondbacks, 
Andrew McAlinden had some great hits.  
Braden Vash played a solid all around game, 
and Hayden Borg played both great defense 
and awesome hitting.   

Athletics vs. Orioles: Malcolm Troup 
had an RBI single early in the game, and 
followed up with another RBI in the 3rd 
inning.  Augie Mascari was a gamer as he 
showed no fear behind the dish at catcher.  
Seth Mills is making a convincing case that 
he should be the All-Star shortstop this year 
as Mills dominated on defense.  Cason Mills 
was the winner of the game ball.  Team 
speedster Danny Knight exhibited defensive 
readiness.  Justin Wallace was able to stroke 
the ball down the right field line twice, and 
later his hardest hit was snatched cleanly by 
the 1st baseman. The Orioles defense put on 
the shift for left-handed Luke Leary, but Luke 
surprised the infield with an opposite field 
fly ball.  Colby Wallace connected with a 
high hopper and a single up the middle.  Ben 
Sears displayed his sweet level swing and 
backed-up his teammates on defense when 
he saved an extra base hit in left field.  In the 
final inning Zach Van Huis tore the cover off 
the ball with a standup double that reached the 
deepest outfield fence in 1.2 seconds. 

Diamondbacks vs. Rangers: For the 
Rangers, Michael Strauss played good 
defense and had some great catches.  Nolan 
Moseley had some good hits.  Sam Costello 
also had some good hits and played great 
defense. For the Diamondbacks, Andrew 
McKeever, Alex Clouser and Daphne Lux 
played a great all around game.  Also on the 
Diamondbacks, Lars Borg produced some 
excellent pitches as the relief pitcher.

T-Ball:  A’s vs. Orioles: The A’s con-
tinued to have a good hitting streak against 
the Orioles.  Paul Beasley hit a line drive 
into the hole between 1st and 2nd.  Zackary 
Caufield and Rio Sakya also had great hits.  
Sakya made a number of outs at third base 
with Beasley and Caufield doing a great job 
covering first and second.  

Foothill Little League
Pleasanton Foothill Little League 

results
AA Division: Yankees vs. Pirates: The 

Yankees defeated the Pirates 7-5 under the 
Bernal field lights with a great display of 
Yankees pitching and key hits.  Jacob Kim 
started on the mound and battled to strike 
out 4 batters.  Roy Mubarak came in and 
struck out 5 of 7 batters faced to hold Pirates 
to a slim 4-3 lead after 3 innings.  But as 
the game wore on, the smart Yankee batters 
drew timely walks with a key double by Roy 
Mubarak and a single and RBI by Pranav 
Poomi to give Yankees a 7-4 lead going into 
the final inning.  David Zhang and Jason 
Yetso combined to close out the game with 
Jason striking out the last two batters to end 
any rally attempt.  

A Division: Twins vs. Giants: Archie 
Powell opened the game with strong pitching 
for the Giants.  Nicholas Walsh hit a powerful 
double and made an excellent stop at first 
base. Nate Cohn struck out 3 batters in a 
row.  Both Nate Cohn and Nicholas Walsh 
received the game balls.

Tee Ball Division: Storm vs. Scrappers: 
The Scrappers combined clutch hitting with 
runners on base by Braden Keenan & Riley 
Gallagher with crushing longs hits by Chayse 
Mattos & Ryan Keenan.  Ayden Magaro and 
Evan Takata showed off uncatchable speed 
around the bases while Trevor Pilch & Johnny 
Leyvas brought smothering defense.  All the 
Scrappers had at least 3 hits without a tee 
and the team hustled around the bases and 
on & off the field.   

Express vs. Rattlers: Both the Express 
and the Rattlers had many big hits and great 
fielding with several close plays made at 1st 
base in 4 innings played with coach-pitched 
balls.  Big hits for the Rattlers were from 
Jackson Flores, Matthew Andre and Calvin 
Lee, the Rattlers home run hitter.  For the 
Express the big hitters were DJ Van Fleet, 
Derek Zhang and Ajay Reyes, the Express 
home run hitter.

Charity Golf Classic
Beeb's Sports Bar & Grill 16th annual 

Charity Cup Golf Classic will be held Fri., 
May 20 at the Las Positas Golf Course in 
Livermore. 

Funds will be raised for the Avon Walk 
for Breast Cancer.

Fee is $150 per player. It includes green 
fee, cart, lunch, dinner, golf shirt, tee prizes, 
on course refreshments, awards ceremony 
and raffle prize giveaway.

Format is four man scramble. Lunch 
begins at 11 a.m. with the shotgun start 
at 1 p.m. 

To register contact Beeb's at (925)455-
7070 or download registration form at www.
beebsatlaspositas.com 

Football and Cheer
Livermore Youth Football and Cheer, 

the longest established Football/Cheerlead-
ing program in Livermore, is celebrating 
its 37th year.

Signups are currently underway for the 
2011 season.

The league is supported by Valley 
Christian High School, Granada High 
School, Livermore High School and The 
Diablo Valley Youth Football Conference. 
The program emphasizes education, family, 

and the football knowledge and techniques 
that prepare athletes for the exact structure 
of high school and collegiate football and 
cheer programs.

Teams compete with teams from nearby 
cities structured around the East Bay Athletic 
League.

The football program is offered for ath-
letes from 7 to 14 years old. Each football 
team is mentored by an ex-NFL player. 
Among them is John Parrella, a former 
defensive lineman. His 12-year career 
including playing for the Oakland Raiders, 
San Diego Chargers and Buffalo Bills. Also 
mentoring are Mario Celotto, a member of 
the 1981 Superbowl Las Angeles Rams; 
and Jos Raves, who played for the Raiders, 
Carolina Panthers, New England Patriots, 
and Detroit Lions.

The Cheer program is offered for athletes 
from 5 to 14 years old. The team finished 
fourth in the nation at the recent competition 
at Disneyland.

Practice starts August 1, 2011. There are 
discounts on fees for families with multiple 
athletes. 

According to the league, children play 
football and become cheerleaders because 
it is fun, challenging and exciting. Being a 
member of a team helps to cooperation and 
team work as well as develop social skills.

For more information about the program 
or to register, please visit http://www.lyfcvi-
kings.com/ or e-mail us at delthecoach@
gmail.com 

Pleasanton Jr. Football
Registration is now open for the 2011 

Pleasanton Junior Football League season. 
PJFL offers contact football and cheerlead-
ing for boys and girls in the 2nd through 
8th grades as well as flag football for boys 
and girls in the 2nd through 12th grades. 
Everyone plays in PJFL. There are no tryouts 
and there are no cuts.

Contact football registration is $285 and 
includes a uniform and all necessary equip-
ment. Contact players practice 3 times per 
week beginning in early August and play 
games on Saturday’s at the Pleasanton Sports 
Park beginning in early September.

Flag Football registration is $165 for 
players in the 2nd through 8th grade and 
includes a uniform and all necessary equip-
ment. Flag players practice 1 time a week 
beginning the third week of August and play 
games on Saturday’s at Hart middle School 
beginning in mid-September. PJFL is also 
pleased to announced the all-new High 
School Flag Football Division (grades 9 
through 12). Registration is just $100 and 
includes all the necessary equipment.

PJFL also offers Cheerleading for boys 
and girls in the 2nd through 8th grade. No 
experience is required and it’s great fun 
for all ages and skill levels. Registration 
is $250-$300 and includes a uniform and 
training. Cheerleaders practice two times 
per week beginning in late June and cheer 
on Saturday’s at the Pleasanton Sports Park 
beginning in early September.

For more details hit PJFL.com.

 
Golf Tournament

Registrations and sponsorships are now 
being accepted for the 5th annual Mason-
McDuffie Mortgage Charity Golf Tourna-
ment that will be held Monday, June 27 at 
the Diablo Country Club.

The tournament benefits the Huntington’s 
Disease Society and the Contra Costa Board 
of REALTORS Scholarship Foundation. The 
previous Mason-McDuffie golf events have 
raised more than $40,000 charities.

Huntington’s disease is a genetic disease 
passed from a parent to a child in which 
certain nerves in the brain degenerate. There 
is no known cure, but the society is funding 
research seeking both better treatments and 
an eventual cure.

Mason-McDuffie chose the Huntington’s 
society after some of their associates told 
them about a friend who had the disease.

The Contra Costa REALTORS’ scholar-
ship is designed for a college student who 
has been enrolled a major in college that 
could lead to a career in real estate. A grade-
point-average of 3.0 is required to apply for 
the scholarship.

The tournament will be a scramble 
format with a noon shotgun start. The 
beautiful Diablo Country Club features a 
traditional layout with small greens and 
huge old oak trees.

Entry fees include golf with a cart, 
lunch, tee prizes and dinner. Participants 
who enter before May 15 qualify for the 
early bird special of $195. Entries after that 
date are $225.

For further information, please see www.
masonmcduffiemortgage.com or call Sartipi 
at 925-708-7178.

Livermore Junior Football
The Livermore Junior Football League 

(LJFL) is founded under the principle that 
every Livermore child who wants to play 
football or cheer should have the opportunity. 
Everyone plays the entire game.

Due to its success over its four-year 
existence and the support of LARPD and 
the high school football programs, LJFL is 
expanding to all children aged 7 through 14 
(as of December 31, 2011.) Football partici-
pants will learn the fundamentals of contact 
football in a safe and positive environment 
and play regardless of talent level or ability. 
Cheer participants will learn the fundamen-
tals, cheer at games and compete locally. All 
games will be played in Livermore at the 
high schools. All practices will take place 
in Livermore. The season begins on August 
1 and concludes in early November. 

Online registration is open at www.
LJFL.org. In person sign-ups will occur on 
Saturday, April 16, 10 am to 2 pm at the 
Robert Livermore Community Park baseball 
fields, 4444 East Ave, Livermore.

The registration cost is $265 for football 
and $95 (noncompetitive) or $120 (competi-
tive) for cheer. Registration costs increases 
after April 16. Each player pays a $25 re-
fundable volunteer fee. Sibling discounts 
apply. With the help of local businesses 
and residents, LJFL has a limited number of 
scholarships for needy families. Applications 
are available at www.LJFL.org.

Registration will close when the league 
reaches 12 teams. No players are ever cut. 

All players play the entire game on offense 
or defense. Players are not limited to a few 
plays per game. 

For additional information, interested 
parents should visit: www.LJFL.org. Presi-
dent and Vice-President of LJFL are Jim 
Burke and Jon Parker.

Tennis Tournament
Shamrock Open Adult Tennis Tour-

nament will be held May 21 and 22 in 
Dublin. 

Entry fee is $38 per player and includes 
a first match loser's consolation so that ev-
eryone is guaranteed two matches minimum. 
This is a USTA sanctioned tournament and 
registration is only available at www.norcal.
usta.com.

Contact Rich Jochner at rich.jochner@
dublin.ca.gov or (925) 556-4500 for more 
information.

Summer Baseball Camps
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach  

David Perotti is hosting two summer camps. 
Each camper will receive individual  instruc-
tion from coaches and Livermore High 
players, a snack each day and a camp  shirt.  
There are two 5-12 year old camps that cost 
$125.  The two dates are:  June 20-24 and July 
11-15 and run from 9-12 each day.  For more 
info to sign up  please contact David Perotti at 
(925) 586-2811 or dpperotti@yahoo.com or 
check  website  www.eteamz.com/lvb

Amador Swim/Dive
After holding a narrow lead for most of 

the meet, the Amador Valley High School 
varsity girls swimming and diving team had 
trouble in the freestyle races and relays and 
fell to crosstown rival Foothill 99-87.

The Dons got a good start from the 
diving team with Lauren Hall, Emma Rigl, 
and Haley Brott going 1-3-4, and they went 
1-3 in the medley relay to jump out to a 
21-9 lead. Despite Kirsten Brand winning 
the 200 free, the teams split the points in 
the event and they did the same in the IM 
when Tory Houston, Natalie Wong, and Lissi 
Knell went 2-3-5.

In a pattern that would haunt the Dons, 
the Falcons narrowed the gap by six points 
in the 50 free. Elaina Gates and Ali Hern-
broth did manage to go 3-4 for Amador to 
limit the damage, and the Dons led 42-36.  
Foothill chipped away at the lead in the 
next two events. Catherine Breed and Wong 
went 2-4 in the fly, but the Falcons gained 
two points. They gained another two points 
in the 100 free despite Brand's second first 
place finish of the day.

Amador led 56-54 entering the 500 free, 
but it was the last lead they would hold. Cate 
MacGregor and Bernandine Martine went 
3-4 in the 500, but Foothill grabbed their 
first lead 65-61. 

Things got worse in the 200 free relay 
as the Dons were swept and fell back by 14 
points.  They got some brief hope in the back-
stroke when Breed, Elle Surber and Danielle 
Sticker went 1-4-5 to gain two points, but 
despite Houston's first in the breaststroke, 
the Dons gave those two points right back 
putting the meet out of reach entering the 
final event.

The Amador Valley JV boys swim team 
completely dominated cross-town rival Foot-
hill, finishing first in every swim event but 
one, swept all three relays,  and went 1-2 in 
five events. The final score was 125-56.

Chris Mowry set the pace for the Dons,  
winning the IM and the 500 free, plus swim-
ming on the first place 400 free relay team.  
In the 500 free, Mowry led a sweep of the 
Falcons with Chris Iniquez and Joey Lindley 
finishing behind. Iniguez had started the meet 
off right by winning the 200 free.  

Amador also swept the backstroke with 
Evan Lee, Nate Pereira, and Chris Azuma 
doing the honors. In addition to the pair of 
sweeps, the Dons went 1-2 in the IM, fly, 
and breaststroke. In the IM, Mowry led 
Jaemin Kim to the wall. Kevin Yan and 
Jerald Kagele did the honors in the fly while 
Copeland Green and Perry Jia dominated 
the breaststroke.  Jia also led a 2-3-4 finish 
in the 100 free along with Steven Cox and 
Shri Gandhi.

Alec Grotegut got another first for the 
Dons in the 50 free with Steven Cox and 
Max Gastineau going 3-4.

CYO Basketball
St. Michael/St. Charles CYO Basket-

ball is now accepting registration for the 
2011/2012 season.  Register on-line at 
www.smsccyo.org for player's 1st-8th grade, 
coaches and referees.  Visit the website for 
more information or email cyoregistration@
yahoo.com.  Open to Livermore residents.

Board of Directors Vote
Notice is hereby given that Pleasanton 

Phantom Girls Softball League will vote 
for its 2012 Executive Board of Directors 
on Saturday, May 21, 2011.  Names of 
nominees will be presented at the board's 
regular scheduled meeting on Thursday, May 
19, 2011 at the Hyatt Summerfield Suites, 
4545 Chabot Drive, Pleasanton, CA, 94588.  

The meeting begins at 8:00pm.  Voting bal-
lots will be available on Saturday (5/21/11, 
9am-5pm) at the Pleasanton Sportspark next 
to the Snack Bar by GSB 7.  All adults 18 
years of age and older who are associated 
with the League (i.e. player parents, coaches, 
board members) are eligible to vote. 

Bowling News
Gabe Donohue in the Cheyenne League 

bowled 11 strikes in a row for a 299 game 
at the Granada Bowl in Livermore.  Also, 
Gene Bruihl rolled 279, 288 and 211 for a 
788 series.  Jeff Richter in the Family Affair 
League bowled a 278 game that was 100 
pins over average.  

Bill Deuell in the Getaway Fours League 
rolled 244, Jim Fuchs 243, Wesley Nerton 
238, Aaron Fick 236, Eric Malsack 223, 
Niel Lund 218, Kevin Nix 207 and Marilyn 
Sowders 204.  Craig Truscott in the Practice 
Kings & Queens League bowled 268, Bruce 
Ragusa 255 and Daniel Dunn 234.  Mushy 
Machado in the Cheyenne League rolled 
247, John Twardy 241, Mike Stephenson 
237 and Duane Moschetti 232.  Van Henson 
in the Family Affair League bowled 224 and 
Mike Collins 223.

Morning League Bowler Neil Lund 
and Frank Cerros in the Primetime Seniors 
League rolled 222, Harold Hunt 215 and 
Jim McQuaid 210.  Paul Guerrero in the 
Sirs & Sirettes League bowled 201.  John 
Foscalina in the Donna's Mixers League 
bowled 232, Dick Braden 213, Paul Guerrero 
207 and Doug Parker 203.  John Waite in 
the Senior Primetimers League rolled 202, 
Charilie Henderson 200, Chuck Edeal 190 
and Clara Edeal 182.

Youth Bowler Eric Smyth in the Genera-
tion Gap League bowled 256, Ross Anderson 
241, Justin Agness 216 and Jacky Faltings 
214.  Jeoffrey Anderson in the Family Affair 
League rolled 246.

British Soccer Camp
The City of Dublin has teamed up with 

Challenger Sports to host a week long 
“British Soccer Camp” during the week of 
August 8th – 12th at Dublin Sports Grounds, 
Dublin CA.

The camp will run Monday through 
Friday and each child will be coached by a 
member of Challenger’s team of 1,000 British 
soccer coaches flown to the USA exclusively 
to work on these programs. Challenger Sports 
will hold over 3,000 British Soccer camps 
this summer and will coach over 120,000 
players between the ages of 3 and 19.  

The British Soccer Camp is more than 
a week of drills and skills. In addition to 
taking part in a daily regimen of Foot-skills, 
Technical, Tactical practices & Daily Tourna-
ment play, Challenger has partnered with the 
NAIA to help educate players in lessons on 
Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, Leader-
ship and Sportsmanship.

The British Soccer Camp program also 
provides a unique cultural experience for 
the players, highlighted in the Camp Word 
Cup. The coaches use this daily tournament 
to teach the players about life, customs and 
traditions of other countries. The campers 
are asked to make up soccer chants, wear the 
team colors of their country, bring flags and 
learn as much as they can about the country 
they represent.

The City of Dublin is offering “British 
Soccer Camp” sessions for the following 
ages: Ages 3-4, First Kicks 9am – 10am $112; 
Ages 4-6, Mini Soccer 10am – 11.30am $140; 
Ages 6-14, Half Day 9am – 12pm 180; Ages 
8-14, Golden Goal (valid for those who attend 
the half day. It does not include an extra ball 
or t-shirt) 12.30pm – 2.30pm $43

Teams are also welcome to attend and 
receive a week of focused instruction to 
prepare them for the fall season – Team 
Camp Rates are available from your Camp 
Coordinator. 

Each camper will receive a free Soccer 
Camp T-Shirt, a free Soccer Ball, a free Gi-
ant Soccer Poster and a personalized Skills 
Performance Evaluation. In addition, any 
child who signs up online at least 45 days 
prior to camp will receive a genuine British 
Soccer Replica Jersey (value $39) – www.
challengersports.com 

 Sign up  at www.challengersports.com 
or, for more information please contact Rich 
Jochner at: (925) 556-4558, or Email: rich.
jochner@dublin.ca.gov 
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Betty Jane Andersen
A loving wife, mother and 

g r a n d -
m o t h e r , 
B e t t y 
p a s s e d 
away  on 
April 26, 
2 0 1 1  a t 
her  res i -
dence  in 
Livermore, 
she was 90 
years old. 

She was 

born September 5, 1920.
She is survived by her husband 

Dale of 73 years, son, Ronald 
Andersen, and daughters, Judy 
Andersen and Cathy Mendoza, 
8 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren.  In honoring her 
wishes there will be no services 
at this time. 

Memorial donations can be 
made to Hope Hospice, 6377 
Clark Ave #100, Dublin, CA. 
94568

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

and soul of the community and 
there is no reason to get upset 
about what City we sing for 
and in. When was the last time 
that Valley Concert Chorale or 
Broadway Chorus performed in 
Dublin or San Ramon? Does it 
really matter? As choruses we 
perform wherever we are called 
or whatever venue we can afford. 
We sing because that's who we 
are and if in the act of doing what 
we love we can support a fellow 
human being all the better for 
our community. There are far too 
many more important, higher pri-
ority issues to be arguing about 
and no one should be getting calls 
at home for "giving back to our 
community" which Cathy also 
stated in the article but seemed to 
have been overlooked by Helen 
in her zeal to admonish Cathy.

Livermore’s Woes
Maurice Duenas
Livermore

Recently, the regional news-
papers published information 
about some of the outrageous and 
outlandish benefits our part time 
elected officials receive “Of-
ficials rake in big time perks for 
part time work” at our expense.  
That article was in follow up to 
the articles about the high salaries 
some of our public employees 
receive.

We should look at what we 
are doing right here in our area. 
In Dr. Scott Kamena’s final 
year with LARPD, his yearly 
salary as a director on the Park 
District Board was $2,650, yet 
he also received over $14,000 
in paid medical, dental and vi-
sion benefits.  Wow – medical 
benefits worth over 5 times his 
salary. How does any part time 
employee score a deal like that? 
One has to wonder!

Another Director Maryalice 
Faltings, who once served on sev-
eral Rec Boards simultaneously 
across California, has a salary of 
$4,500 and receives over $7,000 
in medical benefits each year, 
again, for part time work.  Other 
directors have similar salaries 
and benefits, with one fantastic 
exception. Director David Furst 
took no benefit pay whatsoever.  
Bravo for him!

In our city council, it appears 
that none of the councilmembers 
received any extra benefit pay, 
however, our mayor, Dr. Marshal 
Kamena, whose part time salary 
is $16,800, took in over $21,000 
in medical, dental and vision plan 
benefits.

One has to wonder how a 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire De-
partment fire captain, with a 
salary of $118,400 also takes in 
more than that amount in over-
time.  Another captain, whose 
salary is $110,000, brought home 
$119,000 in overtime. Seven fire 
captains make more money than 
our Deputy Fire Chief, who is 
their boss! Over 50% of the 125 
employees get compensation 
worth over $200,000 a year. Over 
96% of the 125 employees bring 
home over $100,000. WOW, the 
fire department is a great place to 
work (and sleep on duty too).

In our police department, one 
has to ask how a Sergeant makes 
almost as much as the Chief 
of Police, and well more than 
Captains and Lieutenants (who 
supervise him). Amazing! Luck-
ily, though, our police depart-
ment is not as “top heavy” as the 
fire department: only 12% have 
compensation over $200,000 and 
only 75% of the police depart-
ment employees clear $100,000 
a year.

And what about their six figure 
pensions when they retire?  Who 
pays for those? You and me.

It appears that our Livermore 
School District has so far refused 
to provide compensation data 
to the newspaper group, even 
though the law requires them to 
do so. I can only imagine why. 
Will we see that the top admin-
istrators and elected officials 
receive the lion’s share of salary 
and benefits, while our teachers 
go about life seriously under-
paid? One has to wonder.

 Is this why our streets and 
classrooms are in disrepair, our 
park lawns not watered, and 
other essential city services not 
performed?

 It is time for Livermore to 
clean up its act.

Livermore in 2020

Tom Isenburg
Livermore

I was pleased to read that both 
BART and the High Speed rail 
projects may be delayed due to 
the lack of funds.

Some months back I was 
shown a map of how Livermore 
will be industrialized by 2020.  
The basis of this industrial plan-
ning was that Livermore would 
be designated the County trans-
portation hub.

I wrote to the “Times” with 
the details that I recalled from 
seeing a transportation map of 
Livermore as it might look in 
2020.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t 
meet their word count limitation.  
And frankly, I may be over your 
limitations as well.  But felt that 
I should relate what I saw to our 
townspeople so that we might 
prepare for the change. 

Please accept this short form 
list of the changes we can expect 
over the next few years:

Livermore airport extended 
westward to El Charro to accom-
modate large cargo aircraft and 
commuter airlines. 

Cargo container stacks and 
warehouses fill the open space 
south of the airport to Vineyard 
Avenue.  Lilenthal Road is a 4 
lane access road to I580 from 
Isabel.  There is a large power 
generating plant at the intersec-
tion of Isabel and Lilenthal.

Isabel/84 is a 6 lane express-
way from I580 to I680.  Two of 
the lanes are used as a truck by-
pass between 580 and 680. 

Concannon at Highway 84 is 
a cloverleaf on/off ramp.  Con-
cannon is a 4 lane expressway 
to Tesla.  Tesla is split at Mines 
Road to directly connect with 
Concannon at Wente Street.  Tes-
la is also a 4 lane road connecting 
to 6 lane roads at Greenville and 
S. Vasco.

The railroad right of way is 
widened to accommodate 6 ad-
ditional rail lines which appear 
to overlap Summertree Drive, 
El Rancho and Chestnut Streets.  
Two of the rail lines support 
daily commuter and high speed 
rail trains traveling through 
Livermore.

Downtown Livermore be-
tween Railroad and along First 
Street is almost completely gone 
behind large high density hous-
ing and businesses along the rail 
lines.  It appears that Portola 
Avenue is now the entrance and 
exit for BART from 580.  Sound 
walls are shown along the tracks 
where homes and businesses 
are now. 

To the east is a maintenance 
yard for BART, freight and high 
speed trains.  The rail mainte-

nance yard appears to extend 
east from downtown and has 
over 10 tracks and numerous 
maintenance buildings between 
First Street to the north and Silver 
Oaks to the south.  The yard stops 
near Vasco.

As I studied the map and tried 
to find logical thinking behind 
it.  I think we are to become the 
freight yard for the Bay Area.   
We are no longer an agricultural 
community with a booming com-
mercial wine business.  We are 
no longer interesting, we are just 
industrial

It is sad to think that well 
meaning people accepted funding 
for city projects but gave away 
the future of our town.  The South 
Livermore Valley Plan ends in 
2020.

Comments on Letter
Mitch Eason
Livermore

Rajinder you might want 
to check your numbers again. 
180 days is the number of in-
structional days (weekends not 
included) that a teacher is in the 
classroom with students. The 
180 number you speak of equals 
3/4 of a year and not the 1/2 of 
the year you have calculated. 
In addition, depending on the 
various districts this 180 number 
might or might not include staff 
development days, training, back 
to school nights, open houses, 
parent teacher meetings, club 
activities, one on one tutoring, 
after school coaching, grading 
student work and finally class 
room set up.  So that 180 number 
becomes many more days and 
hours than your vague sense of 
what a teacher’s number of days 
might or might not be.

In addition, I am sure you 
don’t realize that once the school 
bell rings in the morning each day 
a teacher is ON. What I mean 
by ON is this; while you most 
likely started crafting and typing 
your mailbox message for the 
Independent at your work place 
and/or chatted about the out-
comes of Measure E with fellow 
friends and colleagues at work, a 
teacher rarely has the opportunity 
to take a break, check their email, 
step out of the office to clear their 
mind, go for coffee, meet around 
the water cooler to chat about 
the big game, breath and/or take 
off at a moments notice because 
their child’s day care has called 
to inform them that their son or 
daughter is sick and needs to be 
picked up A.S.A.P. 

The reason a teacher cannot 
do the things listed above (dur-
ing that 180 days you have so 
unclearly pointed out) is because 

once that bell rings, the teacher is 
not only responsible for teaching 
the youth of tomorrow the neces-
sary skills to meet state standards, 
but they are also responsible for 
your child’s safety, well being, 
nutrition, peer mediation, online 
Facebook security, cleanliness, 
manners, peer respect, social 
stability, people skills, mood, 
and mental stability. The point 
is, a teacher’s work is about 
every minute of the day they are 
at school and can also be about 
every minute of the day they are 
not in a classroom at school.

So before you go and question 
the number 180, and what that 
truly means and how much that 
number breaks down in money 
per year, maybe you should go 
back and think about how far 
your own teachers of the past 
have helped you get where you 
are today. Or maybe you were 
just one of the kids that your math 
teacher couldn’t get to every 
day in class because of an over-
crowded classroom. That would 
explain the miscalculation.

Myths Debunked
Tom O'Neill
Livermore

The May 28 editorial will no 
doubt prove controversial.  To 
think productively about the is-
sues raised, we must examine 
some time-honored myths.

Myth One:  CALIFORNIA 
HAS LOTS AND LOTS OF 
SPARE LAND.  Up until 1848-
1849 everyone--California Indi-
ans excepted--would probably 
have shared in holding this.  Even 
today, viewed from an airplane, 
much of California may seem 
under-utilized.  But we've gone a 
long way toward building homes 
on all readily habitable land, 
and a good way toward building 
homes on less-than-readily hab-
itable land as well.  With what 
is left over, we've generously 
contributed to the diet of the 
people of California, and of the 
United States, and of the world at 
large.  With growth of the world's 
population and ongoing depletion 
of arable land, this agricultural 
land of ours can only become 
more precious. 

Myth Two: RANCHERO-
STYLE LIVING IS OUR 
PROPER LIFESTYLE. A FREE-
STANDING, SINGLE-FAM-
ILY HOME--WITH FRONT 
YARD, BACK YARD, AND 
SIDE YARDS--IS THE PROP-
ER HOUSING FOR THAT 
LIFESTYLE.  There was a time 
when the "Dons" of California 
were few and far between.  They 
lived at gracious distances from 
one another and commanded 
vast stretches of land.  Their 
families were housed in homes 
we call ranch-style today; these 
were main houses, capable of 
accommodating many guests, 
on sprawling haciendas.  With 
American acquisition, and with 
the Gold Rush, all that began to 
change.  For a long time though, 
many Californians could still 

realize that nostalgic ideal--at 
least to some degree.  Today that 
remembered past can no longer 
set the norm.

Myth Three: ALL THOSE 
WHO WISH TO LIVE IN CALI-
FORNIA HAVE A RIGHT TO 
DO SO.  The argument in favor 
of this myth is that we are all-
-California Indians excepted--
fairly recent immigrants, or the 
children of such.  True enough.  
Yet arithmetic is arithmetic.  
There can be no question at this 
point that as quantity of occu-
pants increases, quality of life 
declines.  The question is: "How 
far are we willing to go in giving 
up quality?"  Will potable water 
expand with each new growth 
in population?  Is potable water 
a "luxury"--something we are 
willing to forgo?  I think not.  On 
the contrary, people must learn 
to live and raise their families 
within the constraints of their 
birthplace--or the world will soon 
be just one teeming wasteland of 
miserable humans. 

Myth 4: IF A DEVELOPER 
COMES UP WITH A CARE-
FULLY DESIGNED PLAN FOR 
HOW TO USE SOME OPEN 
SPACE, IT'S THE DUTY OF 
CITY COUNCILS, CHAM-
BERS-OF-COMMERCE, MAY-
ORS, AND THE BODY POLI-
TIC TO COME UP WITH A 
WAY TO ACCOMMODATE 
THAT DEVELOPER.  Two 
things feed into this myth.  One, 
as stated  above, is the seemingly 
humanitarian myth that anyone 
who wants to live in California 
has a right to do so--and so 
houses must be provided.  This 
cannot be true.  It's no more true 
than that "anyone who wants to 
live in my house has a right to do 
so--so rooms must be provided."  
The second myth upon which this 
developer-myth depends is dear 
to the American heart.  It's that 
"anything that can make a profit 
deserves to do so."  A moment of 
deliberate reflection will discover 
that this too cannot be true.

Myth 5: MULTI-FAMILY 
UNITS, DENSELY GROUPED 
IN AN URBAN CENTER, ARE 
"UN-CALIFORNIAN" AND 

SHOULD BE AVOIDED.  Here 
we have a prejudice born of nos-
talgia.  If we wish to have open 
spaces, habitat for other species, 
agricultural land, we MUST turn 
to multi-family units, densely 
grouped in urban centers.  Yes, to 
do so takes us out of our "comfort 
zone"--for to live well in closer 
quarters, we need to decrease our 
individualism and increase our 
social skills; but this is a gain, 
twice over.

It's for the sake of this pain-
ful but liberating conversion 
that we must abandon the myths 
above and must accommodate 
any future Livermore BART 
station within our urban growth 
boundary. 

BART Initiative
Ron Geren
Livermore

The editorial of April 28th, 
"Dublinizing North Livermore," 
was a not so thinly disguised 
attempt to discredit the Keep 
BART on 580 petition drive.

The writing, for example 
the "Trojan Horse in the BART 
extension," "breach the gates," 
"once they're inside," "growth 
boundary (UGB) will crumble 
and fall," and "blighted park-
ing lots and old gas stations,"  
amounts to hyperbolic language 
designed to tie the petition drive 
to some insidious, invisible gang 
of development supporters.

However, one very accurate 
statement in the editorial was 
that, "There are sincere citizens 
pushing the Keep BART on 
580 initiative." About 175 un-
paid volunteers collected over 
8,000 signatures in a few short 
weeks from like-minded people 
who do not want a BART route 
downtown and want to vote on it 
to send that message to the city 
council. There was no greedy, 
pro-development force or duplic-
ity driving that effort.

One need only look at the EIR 
(Environmental Impact Report) 
produced by the city and other 
sources to realize why so many 
people are against "Dublinizing" 
downtown Livermore.

(continued from page 4)
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Sky Stories
Spring Stars and Stories is the 

theme of the Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District ranger staff 
program on Sat., May 28.

Meet Ranger Glen Florey at the 
Wetmore Road entrance to Sycamore 
Grove Park at 8:30 p.m. 

What a great time to come for an 
evening walk in Sycamore Grove 
Park to see the wonders of the night 
sky. This ranger program will stop 
along the way to hear stories from 
around the world about the origins 
of the spring constellations. We will 
be walking about three miles round 
trip. Please bring warm clothing in 
case the breeze picks up.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help 
support the programs. Participants 
may call 925-960-2400 for more 
information.

Women's Health
Kaiser Permanente will present 

several programs in conjunction with 
National Women's Health Month.

The programs are open to all 
women in the community. They will 
be held Sat., May 21 at the Pleasanotn 
Medical Office, 7601 Stoneridge 
Drive, North Building 2nd floor, 
conference rooms ABC.

At 10 a.m. Betty Suh-Burgmann, 
MD, will present a program on Gy-
necological Cancers: Prevention and 
Early Detection

11:00 am a program on Unveil-
ing the Mysteries of Female Sexual 
Desire will be presented by Sandra 
Lindholm-Norman, PsyD, NP

Please register by calling (925) 
847-5110.

Workshops for Parents
Free workshops for parents are be-

ing offered at the Pleasanton Library. 
Both presentations will be by the 
staff from the Community Education 
Program at Crisis Support Services 
of Alameda County.

Bullying, Cyber-bullying and our 
teens is the top of the May 24 program, 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Teen suicide prevention: how 
parents can help is the topic for May 
31, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

No registration is required. The 
programs will be presented in the 
large meeting room, 400 Bernal Ave., 
Pleasanton.

For information, contact Mer-
cedes Coleman, mcoleman@ctisis-
support.org or 510-420-2473.

Playground Maintenance
The Livermore Area Recreation 

and Park District will be conducting 
routine maintenance on playgrounds 
at local parks from May 25 to June 
2.

Tot lots will be receiving updated 
with “soft-fall” manufactured wood 
fiber resilient surface material. They 
will be closed from about 8 a.m. to 3 

p.m. on the days of installation. The 
wood fibers settle during the year. 
Refilling the playground base ensures 
high safety standards.

Signs will be posted at parks a 
week in advance to alert park users. 
The following park playgrounds will 
receive upgrades and be closed on 
these dates:

 May 25: Jane Addams Preschool, 
1310 Murdell Lane; Altamont Creek 
Park, 6800 Altamont Creek Drive; 
Bruno Canziani Park, 5907 Char-
lotte Way

 May 26: Christensen Park, 5611 
Bridgeport Circle, Lester J. Knott 
Park, 655 N. Mines Road, El Padro 
Park, 1731 El Padro Drive

May 27: Ida Holm Park, 1106 
Crystal Circle, Independence Park, 
2798 Holmes St., Jack Williams Park, 
2041 Neptune Road

May 31: Livermore Downs Park, 
2101 Paseo Laguna Seco, Maitland 
R. Henry Park, 1525 Mendocino 
Road, Marlin Pound Park, 2010 
Bluebell Drive, Mocho Park, 1130 
Mocho St., Pleasure Island Park, 280 
Pearl Drive

June 1: Ralph T. Wattenburger, 
1515 Honeysuckle Road, Raven-
swood Park, 2632 Tahoe Drive, Sum-
mit Park, 6332Z Tioga Pass Court, 
Sunset Park, 1055 Geneva St.

June 2: Tex Spruiell Park, 5411 
Felicia Ave., Vista Meadows Park, 
2450 Westminster Way

Jump for Kaitlin
Tri-Valley’s first indoor Trampo-

line Park hosts Jump for Kaitlin to 
raise money for Kaitlin Gallagher.  
Kaitlin was recently diagnosed with 
Leukemia. As a local Pleasanton 
resident, Rockin’ Jump is hosting 
a fundraiser to help her family with 
mounting medical bills.  Kaitlin is a 
16 year old who attends Amador Val-
ley High School. The benefit "jump" 
will be held on May 30 at Rockin' 
Jump in Dublin, 5875 Arnold Road, 
Suite 100. The event will be from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Tickets are $12 each. Tickets may 
be purchased at Rockinjump.com, 
Amador Valley High School and 
Foothill High School. All tickets will 
be sold on a first come, first serve ba-
sis. For more information on tickets, 
please call 925-425-7261

For more information please 
visit: www.rockinjump.com or call 
925.425.7261.

Swim Classes
During the month of May, Ameri-

can Swim Academy will celebrate 
National Water Safety Month by 
offering a free swim class to any 
new person wanting to learn.  The 
free classes will be available at any 
one of their four Bay Area locations 
(Fremont, Newark, Livermore and 
Dublin).

For more information about the 
National Water Safety Month free 
swim classes, call 1-800-810-SWIM 

The Pleasanton Public Library 
is recruiting students entering 
grades 6 through 9 to undertake 
the task of becoming a Kid 
Power volunteer this summer. 
Kid Power volunteers primarily 
register children and explain the 
annual summer reading game, 
distribute prizes and facilitate 
the library scavenger hunt. A 
Summer Reading Odyssey, the 
2011 summer reading game, 
begins June 11 and runs for eight 
weeks through August 6, provid-
ing plenty of opportunities for 
volunteers to contribute hours. 
Students who volunteer six hours 
this summer will be invited to an 
exclusive, after-hours Kid Power 
party, Friday, August 12.

“Student volunteers are a 
cornerstone of the successful 
summer reading program at the 
Pleasanton Public Library,” ac-
cording to Librarian Sandy Silva 
who coordinates the program. 

Staff from the Pleasanton Public Library is gearing up for A Summer Reading Odyssey, and will 
help to train Kid Power volunteers for the summer reading game.

'Kid Power' Volunteers Sought 
 

“Last year we had 3,700 children 
sign up for the program. That 
volume of participation goes 
more smoothly with the support 
and involvement of our student 
volunteers,” she adds.

Kid Power volunteers also 
have an opportunity to oversee 
weekly crafts projects and as-
sist during the program’s Game 
Days. Summers at the library are 
extremely busy and Kid Power 
volunteers may be asked to help 
with additional tasks. Volunteer 
hours are flexible and students 
may work around their vacation 
and summer schedules.

Attendance at one 90-minute 
training orientation is manda-
tory. Students are not required 
to pre-register, but punctuality 
is necessary since the doors will 
close once training begins. Train-
ing sessions are scheduled on 
the following dates in the library 

meeting room: Friday, June 3 at 
4:00 p.m.; Saturday, June 4 at 
10:30 a.m.; Tuesday, June 7 at 
4:00 p.m.; Monday, June 13 at 
1:30 p.m.; and Tuesday, June 14 
at 7:00 p.m.

For more information, please 
call the Children’s Desk at (925) 
931-3400 x8, pick up a flyer at the 
library, or visit the library’s web-
page on the City of Pleasanton 
website at www.ci.pleasanton.
ca.us/services/library.

By Patricia Koning
At East  Avenue Middle 

School, April showers along 
with hours of hard work put in 
by students, parents, staff, and 
the community have brought 
May flowers to bloom all over 
the campus. After two Saturday 
work parties, the school has a 
fresh, new look. 

The beautification project 
got rolling when Livermore’s 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints offered to send 
some members to help out at the 
school. “There have always been 
complaints that the front of the 
school doesn’t look very nice,” 
says parent Cheryl Carzoli, who 
organized the project. “With the 
sixth graders studying environ-
mental education and Mother 
Earth Day approaching, it was a 
great opportunity to really change 
the look of the school.”

The East Avenue Boosters 
Club contributed $1,000 to the 
project, which Carzoli was able 
to stretch with help from local 
businesses. Home Depot donated 
garden tools and flowers, Lowe’s 
let the school buy supplies at 
cost, and Cochran Landscape 
Materials gave discounts on soil 
and gravel. Safeway and Donut 
Wheel, as well as parents and 
staff members, donated food for 
the work parties. 

“After our first work week-
end, which was mostly parents, 
the kids saw the progress and 
wanted to help,” says Principal 
Vicki Scudder. “There is so much 
emphasis on test scores, but ac-
tivities like this are also a really 

East Avenue Students Help 
Others, Help Their School

important part of education.”
On Saturday, May 8, which 

Carzoli dubbed “Mother Earth 
Day,” approximately 30 students 
from leadership, environmental 
education, and the Alma de 
Bronze club pitched in by raking 
leaves, pulling weeds, planting 
flowers, and digging rocks out 
of planters. They spent extra 
time beautifying the memorial to 
Sue Paden, an East Avenue vice 
principal who died in 2007. 

Five volunteers from the 
Kohl’s Cares Associates in Ac-
tion (AIA) program spent three 
hours helping that morning. The 
school also received a $500 grant 
from Kohl’s, part of the AIA pro-
gram. “This is a way for Kohl’s to 
give back. Instead of just giving 
out money, we get out into the 
community and get to see the 
impact of our contribution,” says 
Danielle Fernandez, AIA captain 
for the Livermore store. “I think 
we’ve helped at most elementary 
schools in Livermore.”

To learn more about AIA and 
Kohl’s Cares, visit http://www.
kohlscorporation.com/commu-
nityrelations/Community01.htm 
or contact the Livermore store 
at 925-243-0450 and ask for 
Fernandez. 

While the results of the beau-
tification project are significant, 
the initial effort was small. “This 
really came together in a matter 
of days,” says Carzoli. “I think 
we often feel overwhelmed or 
don’t know what we can do. We 
all have something to contribute 
and if we work together, we can 
make a difference. It doesn’t have 

to be a daunting task with hun-
dreds of hours to make changes 
in our schools.”

This spring, East Avenue stu-
dents have led fundraising drives 
for the American Red Cross to 
help Japanese earthquake vic-
tims and Pennies for Patients 
for children with cancer. Having 
studied earthquakes in science 
class, sixth-grader Lexi Carzoli 
(Cheryl’s daughter) contacted the 
American Red Cross to find out 
how to collect donations. With 
the help of leadership, she placed 
collection buckets in every class-
room and raised about $700 over 
two weeks. 

The leadership students then 
took those buckets and used them 
to collect a substantial amount of 
money for Pennies for Patients. 
“These two activities were com-
pletely driven by the kids. The 
staff took a step back and let them 
run things,” says Cheryl. 

The leadership students also 
implemented, on their own, 
“Dolphin Do-gooders,” a pro-
gram that recognizes students 
caught in the act of being kind 
or exhibiting good character. 
Dolphin Do-gooders are entered 
into a monthly drawing for prizes 
and receive recognition at school. 
One student was named a Dol-
phin Do-gooder for returning to 
the office a lost wallet with $300 
cash. Lexi received the honor for 
her fundraising efforts. 

“I think these students really 
see themselves as part of a com-
munity that they want to make 
better,” says vice principal Peggy 
Arman. 

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Dublin Relay of Life was held last weekend at Wells Middle School.  Teams camped out, with 
one team member on the track at all times, over a 24 hour period. The event honors survivors, 
pays tribute to the lives lost to cancer and raises money to help fight cancer. 
 

  

By Laura Ness
It’s time to get your submis-

sions – three of your best wines 
made from Livermore Valley 
fruit only – into the Tri Valley 
Conservancy wine competition. 
Entries are due Friday, May 20th 
to The Wine Steward in Pleasan-
ton. Details may be found here: 
http://www.trivalleyconservancy.
org/competition.html or call Sha-
ron or Laura at  925 449-8706

Don’t let an opportunity to 
get your wines in front of wine 
buyers, wine writers and fellow 
winemakers. Show us your best 
bottled booty.  At the very least, 
you might receive some valu-
able feedback: on the upside, 
you might win a Gold medal 
or perhaps a Best in Show. You 
just never know in blind tast-
ings like this, what the outcome 
will be. But with two rounds 
of tastings, and a pretty broad 
group of palates, it is certain to 
verify the strengths where they 
are obvious, and help ferret out 
the weaknesses where they lie, 
so that Livermore winemaking 
as a whole may be elevated yet 
another notch on the well-worn 
ladder of public opinion.

Musings on the Relative 
Strengths of Focused Wine 
Events

At wine events, having a 
theme or a focus seems to be 
more the norm than the excep-
tion. The 5th annual Santa Lucia 
Highlands Fling emphasized the 
safety zone you enter when you 
know that pretty much everyone 
at the event is pouring seriously 
good wines, and it’s in such a 
compact space that nobody gets 

lost. If tables aren’t being pa-
tronized, it’s not because of 
geographical isolation and a lack 
of GPS coordinates, it’s because 
the wines proverbially did not 
show up.  There were 33 winer-
ies pouring their best Santa Lucia 
Highlands appellation wines, and 
fewer than 10% were on my DN-
PIM (do not put in mouth) list. 
That’s pretty good odds. It was 
quite apparent who they were: 
in most cases, the responsible 
parties were out joshing around 
with their friends, treating the 
event like a frat party rather than 
a serious forum to connect with 
the buying public. Wine mak-
ing is a serious business and it 
requires commitment. If you’re 
not willing to stand behind the 
table and deal with the reaction 
of the public, you might think 
about changing your winemaking 
methodology, your winemaker 
or your vineyard practices. Or 
changing careers. 

What really struck me about 
this event, though, was the in-
credibly high quality of the wines 
across the board. We’re talking 
mostly Chardonnays and Pinots, 
with some fine Syrahs and sen-
sational sparklings (La Rochelle 
and Caraccioli) scattered in for 
interest. 

This was a high class candy 
store where you weren’t going 
to put your hand in the bag and 
pull out stale M&Ms. These 
were gems. Tasting wines of 
this caliber on a regular basis 
is what helps those winemakers 
create those amazing wines. They 
don’t sit at home and drink their 
own plonk, night after night. 

They trade bottles and explore. 
They go to different regions and 
explore. They find a wine that 
knocks them sideways and they 
ask questions. Where did you get 
this fruit? Who farmed it? What 
clones? When did you pick it? 
How did you ferment? Tell me 
about your yeast, barrels, rack-
ing, filtration, all that geek speak 
that helps separate the amateurs 
from the professionals.

Every year that I’ve attended 
this event, held on the 3rd Sat-
urday of May, I’ve been further 
impressed by the way it grows in 
size, wine quality and wine con-
sistency. The truly fine vineyards 
rise to the top again and again, 
like Rosella’s, Sleepy Hollow, 
Doctor’s, Lone Oak, Tondre and 
McIntyre. So many excellent ex-
amples of these are to be found, 
along with new stars like Sierra 
Mar and Las Alturos. My favorite 
wines from McIntyre were their 
own 2009 Estate K1 Block  Char-
donnay, their 2009 Estate Block 3 
Pinot (my 2nd favorite wine of the 
day),  the 2008 Wrath Chardon-
nay and the 2010 Rose of Pinot 
from La Rochelle. The 200p 
Pelerin Chardonnay from Sierra 
Mar showed great minerality and 
a fabulous texture, while the 09 
Talbott Sleepy Hollow Chard 
engaged your palate on every 
level, brilliantly mouthwatering.  
The most amazingly fun wine of 
the day was the 2010 Wrath Pinot 
from Tondre that had been done 
in neutral oak – as pure as a June 
twilight, ethereal in the mouth, 
with a hint of smoke on the finish, 
like someone burning s’mores at 
a neighboring campfire.

In utter contrast, two Pinots 

from Doctor’s Vineyard, Scheid’s 
brand new 08 Reserve, and the 
08 Hope & Grace, showed how 
powerful fruit, especially clones 
like Pommard and Calera, can 
handle the intense power of new 
French oak. Velvety, intense and 
voluptuous, they exhibit the dark 
energy of Pinot allowed to ma-
ture beyond merely racy quarter 
horses into powerfully serious 
Lippizaner stallions. If you’re go-
ing to make Pinot that commands 
a $45 and up price point, it has 
to fire on all cylinders. That starts 
with great fruit.

Happenings Around the Val-
ley

Hang out at the Underdog 
Wine Bar, Thursday, May 19, 
from 6pm til 9pm, where you’ll 
find be able to meet, mingle and 
explore some new delicious 
white wines with winemaker Ju-
lian Halasz, vintner for the Darcie 
Kent brand. Enjoy complimen-
tary tastes on select wines.

Friday “Wine Down” is back 
at Crooked Vine & Stony Ridge 
Winery. Dance the night away 
under the stars and enjoy great 
wines with great friends. Enjoy 
music by the band Louisiana 
Rain (www.myspace.com/louisi-
anarain), and hope no more rain 
falls either here or in Louisiana 
for at least the next month. We all 
need a break. Don’t cook, either: 
there’s food for purchase from 
Cabana Dave’s on site. www.
cabanadaves.com Admission: 
Wine Club Members $5, and 
Non-Members $10.  RSVP:  call 
925.449.0458

Then, Sunday, May 22, kick 
back with a Sparkling Brunch at 
Underdog Wine Bar, held every 
Sunday, until September 25, 
2011, from 10-12pm. 

Personally, I’m hoping to find 
some simply prepared sunshine 
waiting outside my window 
this weekend. The vines could 
certainly use it as much as the 
rest of us Vitamin-D-deprived 
organisms.

Deadline for TVC “Livermore Uncorked” Submissions
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 450590
The following person(s) doing 
business as:  Rockin Jump., 
5875 Arnold Drive #100, 
Dublin, CA 94568 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Rockin Jump, Inc, 5875 Ar-
nold Drive #100, Dublin, CA 
94568
This business is conducted 
by: a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Andrew Wilson, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 18,  2011. Expires 
April 18, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2984. Published April 28, May 
5, 12, 19, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 449914
The following person(s) doing 
business as:  The Beauty Bus, 
5448 Carnegie Loop, Liver-
more, CA  94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
JFV Alliance Group, Inc, 5448 
Carnegie Loop, Livermore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by: a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Diane C. Johnson, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 31,  2011. Expires 
March 31, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2985. Published April 28, May 
5, 12, 19, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451025
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: Energy 
Savers, 3163 Independence 
Drive, Livermore, CA 94551 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Future Energy Savers Cor-
poration, 11800 Green Road, 
Wilton, CA  95693
This business is conducted 
by: a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on May 8, 2006.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Jeffrey Adkins President.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April  26, 2011. Expires 
April 26, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2989. Published May  5, 
12,19, 26, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 450804
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Mrs. Bees Foxtail 
Hoodies, 2147 Wedgewood 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Canis LLC, 2147 Wedgewood 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by: a Limited liability com-
pany
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Marie R. Leslie, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April  21, 2011. Expires 
April 21, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2990. Published May  5, 
12,19, 26, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451139
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Natan Tutoring, 
2222 2nd Street, Suite #20 
& 21, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Tanya M. Meiners,  38000 
Camden Street, Apt 1, Fre-
mont, CA 94536
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Tanya M Meiners
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 28, 2011. Expires 
April 28, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2991. Published  May 12, 19, 
26, and June 2, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451329
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Tri Valley Insur-
ance,  1857 First Street, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Larry Vern Goltz, 786 Dai-
syfield Ct,  Livermore, CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Larry V. Goltz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 4, 2011. Expires May 
4, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2992. Published May 12, 19, 
26 and June 2,  2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451392
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Thomas Watch 
Repair Services, 4625 1st 
Street- #230, Pleasanton, CA 
94566, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Thomas Tong and Kim Le 
Long,  2235 Charlotte Av-
enue, Concord, CA 94518
This business is conducted 

by: Husband and wife
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on April 27, 2011
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Thomas Tong
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 5, 2011. Expires May 
5, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2993. Published May 12, 19, 
26 and June 2,  2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451317
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Froehlichs 
Systems, 4840 Zinnia Court, 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Peter J Froehlich, 4840 Zinnia 
Court, Livermore, CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on April 25, 2011
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Peter J Froehlich
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 4, 2011. Expires May 
4, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
2999. Published May 12, 19, 
26 and June 2,  2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451162
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Kestrel Ridge 
Vineyards, 10013 Tesla 
Road, Livermore, CA  94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Patricia Lynch, 10013 Tesla 
Road, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on April 5, 1993
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Patricia Lynch
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 29, 2011. Expires 
April 29, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3000. Published May 12, 19, 
26 and June 2,  2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 450090
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:  Be Free 
Cooking, 3533 Helen Dr, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Christina Michelle Gray, 3533 
Helen Dr, Pleasanton, CA 
94588
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Christina Gray, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 6, 2011. Expires April 
6, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3002. Published May 19, 26, 
and June 2, 9, 2011. 

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  Saturdays from  
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs 
and cats are available at 
the Pleasanton Farmers  
Market at W.  Angela and  First 
Streets.  Two locations will 
showcase cats only: Petsmart 
in Dublin  noon to 4  and the 
Pet Food Express in Livermore 
1  to 4.  Sundays, cats are at 
Petsmart in Dublin  1 to 4, and 
PetCo in San Ramon 11 to 
3.  TVAR at  (925) 803-7043  
website at www.tvar.org

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contrators 
Wanted, Senior Home 
Health Care. Must have 
experience. Senior Solu-
tions, Inc 925-443-3101

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Construction Manage-
ment And Forensic Build-
ing Investigations Firm 
Looking for:Graduate or 
Licensed Architects or 
Engineers Please Apply 
by sending your resume 
and/or CV to jaguirre@
cmaconsulting.com

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
call  925 243-8003 

MERCHANDISE
115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

GARAGE SALE
Livermore  961 Essex St. 

Saturday May 21
 from 8:00 - 12:00. 
 Furniture, Moving  

Boxes Etc.

118) FREE SECTION

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT- 
Free Yamaha Organ, Very 
Good Condition, You Pick 
Up. Call (925) 997-9062.

127) LOST/ FOUND

JEWELRY Well-Made Hoop 
Earring, 14k gold, with small 
stones.  Please describe to 
claim. 925-447-5475 

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State Li-
cense Board. State law also 
requires that contractors in-
clude their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.

cslb.ca.gov or
 800-321-CSLB (2752). Un-
licensed persons taking jobs 
less than $500 must state 
in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
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Rent vs. Buy: As Rents 
Rise, It Gets Cheaper to Buy
By Cher Wollard

Joe and Michelle are moving to Fort Worth, Texas, where Joe 
has a new job. However, they are not selling their Livermore house. 
They to hire a property management company to rent it out. They, 
in turn, will be renting in Texas.

Sue and Clark, meanwhile, have just been transferred to the Bay 
Area from the Fresno area. They plan to buy a home here – next 
year. For now they are renting in Pleasanton, while they figure out 
what community they want to settle in.

Adam has been waiting for just the right time to purchase his 
first home. He thinks that time might be now.

“Market conditions have caused an interesting demographic 
swap between traditional renters and buyers,” said Tara-Nicholle 
Nelson, Consumer Educator for Trulia, a popular information web-
site for buyers, sellers and renters. “For example, lifelong renters 
are seizing the opportunity to become homeowners while afford-
ability is high. At the same time, a growing number of long-time 
homeowners are finding themselves tenants – some by choice and 
others by necessity.”

Should you buy a home or rent? For some there does not seem 
to be much choice. Folks who don’t have at least some funds for a 
downpayment and closing costs, probably aren’t able to buy at this 
time. Those who have recently lost homes to short sale or foreclosure 
likely won’t be able to obtain a mortgage again for several years. 

But for most of us, it’s a matter of doing the math. What goes 
into the calculation of Rent vs. Buy?

First the numbers. 
Trulia recently released its Rent vs. Buy index for the second 

quarter of 2011.  The index compares the cost of buying to renting 
a two-bedroom apartment, condominium or townhouse in the 50 
largest cities in the nation.

The site found that in 80 percent of those cities, including San 
Jose, it is now cheaper to buy than to rent. Even San Francisco, 
where very high housing costs have kept it in the “cheaper to rent” 
category most quarters, has joined Oakland in the “cheaper to 
rent in the short term, but probably better to buy in the long term” 
category. 

In fact, of the larger U.S. cities, only in New York, Fort Worth 
and Kansas City is renting less costly than buying.

“Since the start of the ‘Great Recession,’ many former hom-
eowners have flooded the rental market. Following the principles of 
supply and demand, renting has become relatively more expensive 
than buying in most markets,” said Pete Flint, CEO and co-founder 
of Trulia. 

Why is this happening?
The cost of purchasing homes has gone down, of course. But also, 

the cost of renting has increased. Those who have lost their homes 
due to job loss, divorce, foreclosures, etc., are suddenly looking for 
homes to rent. This has increased competition for rentals dramati-
cally, especially in desirable areas such as the Tri-Valley.

Many folks who moved to the Central Valley a few years ago are 
now tired of the long commute, especially with gasoline prices at $4 
per gallon or more, and are looking to move closer to their jobs. 

Livermore, Pleasanton and Dublin are experiencing a rental 
housing crunch, which has pushed up prices and allowed landlords 
to be more exacting. Many require high credit scores to even be 
considered. Most don’t allow pets.

Homes that rented for $1,800 last year, now command rents of 
$2,000 or more.

So how do you know if buying a home is right for you?
In making its calculations, Trulia figures the total costs of ho-

meownership, including mortgage principal and interest, property 
taxes, hazard insurance, closing costs at time of purchase, and ongo-
ing HOA dues and private mortgage insurance, where applicable, 
with an offset for the tax advantages of homeownership, including 
mortgage interest, property tax and closing cost deductions.

The total costs of renting include the rent plus renter’s insur-
ance.

You could just add up both and compare monthly costs.  
Trulia suggests another, simpler way of calculating affordability 

for a region: 
• Figure the average price of a home in your community. 
• Then multiple average rent by 12 months. 
• If the ratio of rent to the price of a home is 15 or less, it is 

definitely time to buy. If it is more than 20, it is cheaper to rent. In 
between is the gray zone, where it is probably cheaper to rent in 
the short term, but not over time.

For example, the average sales price of a 2-bedroom condo-
minium in Livermore as of April is $199,000. Such units are renting 
for approximately $1,600 per month. Multiplied by 12 that equals 
$19,200. Divide $19,200 into $199,000 and you get a ratio of about 
10.5, meaning it is clearly time to buy. 

Calculations for Rent vs. Own of single-family homes here is 
less definitive, with a score of 16, similar to Oakland.

Neither of these methods takes into consideration where the 
markets are going. Currently, rents are going up in our area, while 
prices of homes are fairly stable.

For that, you might check out an interactive program, such as the 
one found on the New York Times website at http://www.nytimes.
com/interactive/business/buy-rent-calculator.html

At a sales price of $199,000, average rent of $1,600, downpay-
ment of 5 percent, interest rate of 5.5 percent, annual taxes of 1.35 
percent, rents increasing at 5 percent per year (a conservative esti-
mate) and sales prices increasing 2 percent in the coming years, the 
program finds a break-even point of 2.2 years. That means, if you 
are going to rent for more than 2.2 years at this price, you would 
be better off buying your home now.

However, so far, this is just a numbers game. You probably also 
want to consider the intangibles: pride of ownership, the right to 
have pets, the freedom to modify your home as you choose, and the 
security of knowing the landlord cannot raise your rent or force you 
to move because he or she has other plans for the property.

If you don’t have funds for downpayment and closing costs, if 
your job is unstable or if you need to work on your credit scores, 
you may find it difficult to purchase a home now. If you move often, 
even if the numbers show it’s time to buy, it may not be for you. 

If the American Dream of homeownership is dear to your heart, 
you may be strongly motivated to buy.

Whether it’s time to buy or rent – or if you need help figuring 
out what is right for you – contact your local Realtor. He or she can 
provide all the information you need to make the right decision for 
you and your family. 

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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Seven Russians will arrive in 
Livermore tomorrow to spend a 
week learning about how local 
organizations work with young-
sters who have disabilities.

The seven are from Liver-
more’s sister city, Snezhinsk, 
including its English speaking 
School 127.

The visit is sponsored by Open 
World, an organization attached 
to the Library of Congress that 
works to improve international 
understanding through visits and 
exchanges. 

The visitors will be hosted by 
Livermore Rotary Club and stay 
in the homes of Club members.  
This is an especially effective 
way to experience local culture, 
according to Cathie Brown, a Ro-
tarian who has hosted past Rus-
sian visits to Livermore.  Brown 
was also a guest near Snezhinsk 
several times in the years when 
she was mayor of Livermore.

The visitors will include the 
assistant principal of School 
127, the assistant principal of 
a boarding school for children 
with special needs, the owner of 
a store that employs people with 
disabilities, and several others 
from the Snezhinsk area.

During their week in the Tri 
Valley, they will meet with a 
wide range of civic and non-
profit organizations that serve 
disabled children and adults in 
the Bay Area. 

These include special needs 

Rotary youth 
group plans 
trip to Russia

Five Livermore teens are on 
track to fly to Russia on July 
16 to spend 10 days at a youth 
camp near Livermore’s sister 
city of Snezhinsk.  They will then 
spend several days in the larger 
nearby city of Yekaterinburg 
before flying back to California 
on August 1.

By coincidence, seven Rus-
sians from the Snezhinsk area are 
scheduled to arrive in Livermore 
for a visit tomorrow in a trip that 
was arranged independently.

The teens headed to Russia are 
Livermore High School seniors, 
Luke Lalor, Devin Rodriguez, 
Akshay Prabhu, Ian McNair and 
Dennis Dang.  All are college 
bound and will have graduated 
by the time they travel.

The youth camp offers a range 
of outdoor activities like sports 
and boating, as well as learning 
activities like language instruc-
tion, according to a representa-
tive from Livermore Rotary 
Club.

The trip has been put together 
by Livermore and Snezhinsk Ro-
tary Clubs.  The Livermore High 
seniors are members of Interact, 
the Rotary youth program.

For the past year, they have 
been getting to know many of 
their student counterparts at an 
English speaking school in Sne-
zhinsk by video conferencing 
through Skype, the internet video 
phone service.

The Livermore High students 
have been advising Snezhinsk 
students on how to set up an 
Interact group similar to the one 
here.

Livermore Rotary raised 
$10,000 for tickets for the stu-
dents through Rotary itself and 
through private donations, includ-
ing a $5,000 gift from Lawrence 
Livermore National Security.

experts at Livermore School 
District, Livermore Montessori 
School, City of Livermore, Al-
ameda County and the California 
Department of Rehabilitation.  
They will also meet with non-
profit organizations such as 
Hope Hospice, the School of 
Imagination in Dublin, Friends 
of Children with Special Needs in 
Fremont, Community Resources 
for Independent Living in Hay-

ward and Livermore’s Taylor 
Family Foundation and Reins in 
Motion.

They will also visit Hanger 
Prosthetic and Orthotics, a Texas-
based company that has more 
than 600 clinical offices nation-
wide, including one in Liver-
more.

The visitors are schedule to 
return to Russia on May 28.

The popularity of Japanese 
hentai cartoon art years ago led 
to buying, selling and trading 
the cards.

In more recent times, the 
cards, which are published by 
Pokemon, are traded in a com-
petition. There are meets held on 
weekends, so that people can get 
together, swap, and try to come 
out ahead in increasing the value 
of their stakes. 

Nicholas Green, who is 12 
years old and lives in Pleasanton, 
has become pretty good at this 
kind of competition.

Nicholas has won tourna-
ments. Last month he walked 
away with fourth place in a 
regional tournament in Sunny-
vale.  This isn’t just for kids only. 
Adults in their 60s take part in 
these meets, said Nicholas.

Kelly Knickerbocker, who 
works in public relations for 
Pokemon, described the competi-
tions as “chess meets poker.” 

Nicholas said he likes the 

Pokemon trading game because 
he enjoys complex games. “You 
can try to do something, but you 
really don’t know what will hap-
pen. I learned that sometimes you 
get really lucky, and sometimes 
not.”

The fourth-place finish in the 
regional tourney netted Nicho-
las 32 packs of Pokemon cards.  
Winning or finishing higher in 
lesser competitions brings prizes 
of lower value.

Nicholas describes himself as 
“pretty competitive. I spend a lot 
of time on my deck. I have 2000 
cards. I started collecting them 
about five years ago. Awhile ago, 
I sold 1000 on-line.” Nicholas 
said that he received $60 or so 
for them.

Card prices vary greatly. He 
has two cards worth $80. Others 
cost five or 10 cents. That varia-
tion is a key to the game. “The 
$80 cards are really good. They 
have effects that people can use. 
They help you in the game.”

Decisions come up all the 
time. Should he go for more 
cards with a valued card, or do 
something else in the game?

Nicholas’s mother, Beth 
Green, said that competing in 
Pokemon has had a good effect 
on her son. The social buzz at the 
tournaments has made Nicholas 
more outgoing in other areas of 
life. “It’s a benefit I didn’t antici-
pate,” she said.

Nicholas describes himself 
as a good student. He also plays 
golf for the Harvest Park Middle 
School team. His golf interest 
comes from his father, Steve, 
said Beth. 

The other Pokemon enthusiast 
in the family is Nicholas’s young-
er sister, Sarah. She collects the 
cards, but has not shown an inter-
est in moving into competition, 
said Beth.

Nicholas hopes to enter a 
Pokemon world meet in San 
Diego in August. He still has a 
chance to pick up qualification 
points. 

Russian Visit to Focus on
Children with Special Needs

Pokemon Winner, 12,  
Likes Game’s Complexity

Nicholas Green (left) during one of the competitions.

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District Board 
of Directors voted unanimously 
to extend the trial period for an 
off-leash dog park.

The dog park is located in a 
meadow near Robertson Park.  
Last November, the Board ap-
proved a six-month trial pe-
riod to make the 3.5-acre grassy 
Meadow off-leash for dogs to 
determine if it were compatible 
with existing park uses. In order 
to gather input for a full year of 
operation, the trial period is being 
extended through November. 

 General Manager Tim Barry 
told the board that all but one of 
the comments he received were 
positive. He suggested extending 
the trail until November 30, 2011. 
This will enable the District to 
observe and retain feedback on 
the off-leash area during the 
park’s busier season, which in-
cludes sports events, equestrian 
activities and the upcoming play-
ground opening.

Members of the Livermore 
Pet Alliance are working with 
the district on the off-leash park. 
During the meeting, members 
offered to plant a border to serve 
as a divider between the dog 

area and the new playground. “It 
might make parents feel better,” 
commented Mercedes Phillips 
of the Alliance. She stated, “We 
have understood fully that we 
have a bowser of a project we 
love dearly. Members of the Las 
Positas College horticulture club 
have offered to come in and plant 
the border.”

Director Laureen Turner said 
that she supported the dog park. 
Her concern is that as the public 
sees more off leash dogs in the 
park, we will see more on the 
trails. “I’d like to work with 
the Alliance to educate people 
about controlling their dogs on 
the trails.”

Board president Steve Good-
man said that he had received a 
tremendous number of emails in 
support of the off-leash dog park. 
In response to a concern voiced 
by Director David Hutchinson 
about liability, the district would 
work with the insurance com-
pany on mitigating any issues 
if the decision were to make the 
off-leash park permanent.. 

During the meeting, the Board  
presented Camp Shelly volun-
teers with the 2011 Award of 
Distinction for the Outstand-

ing Group from the California 
Association of Recreation and 
Park Districts. Volunteers helped 
boost reservations and revenue 
for Camp Shelly in 2010, along 
with a donation from Groth 
Bros. to enable printing of camp 
brochures. In attendance to ac-
cept the award were Carolyn and 
Chris Siegfried, Keith Barlow, 
John Stevulak and Rebecca 
Kohlmoos – all longtime Camp 
Shelly visitors

Siegfried commented, “Out 
motto has been,  ‘lack of aware-
ness, not lack of interest.’ Our 
goal was to market the camp, to 
get the word out. We will con-
tinue to do so. There was enough 
of an increase in camping that it 
nearly broke even last year. We 
expect to see a greater increase 
this year.”

Director Turner joked, “You 
have almost been too successful. 
I can’t get a reservation for the 
week I want. I will have to rear-
range by schedule.”

 

Trial Period Extended for 
Off Leash Dog Park
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The Pacific Masterworks 
Chorus will be joining 
forces with other sing-

ers to perform Gabriel Faure’s 
“Requiem” in honor of hometown 
heroes and 9/11 victims. The con-
cert “From Barber to Barbershop: 
Tribute to Hometown Heroes and 
9/11,” which will also feature San 
Jose-based Voices in Harmony, will 
present a set of music celebrating 
American life by composers rec-
ognized as choral masters by the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA). 

“We have been planning this 
concert for some time now. In light 
of recent world events, I believe 
the timing is serendipitous for us 
to honor our hometown heroes 

as well as the victims of 9/11,” 
says Tim Salaver, President of the 
Pacific Masterworks Chorus. "In 
a sense, this may give closure to 
the affected families, as well as 
pay respectful remembrance of 
those in our local communities 
who have gone above and beyond 
for all of us.” 

Experienced singers in the 
community are invited to join the 
Pacific Masterworks Chorus in 
singing the Requiem. To join the 
chorus and participate in rehears-
als, contact the chorus at pacific-
masterworkschorus@gmail.com 
for more information. 

The tribute concert will be 
held at Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Pleasanton,  at 1225 Hopyard 

Road on June 18,  at 7:30 pm. 
The chorus is requesting nomi-
nations of hometown heroes to 
be submitted via their website at  
www.pacificmasterworkschorus.
org. The deadline for nominations 
is May 31, 2011. 

Advanced tickets for adults are 
$25 and for students and seniors 
are $15. Tickets can be purchased 
at the door for adults at $30 and for 
students and seniors at $20. Tickets 
may be reserved by sending email 
to tickets@pacificmasterwork-
schorus.org or may be purchased 
online at www.brownpapertickets.
com. 

Pacific Masterworks Chorus 
will also be singing music by 

Chorus to Honor Hometown 
Heroes and 9/11 Victims

D a n i e l l e  N a l e r  i s  t h e 
accompanist.

Greg Lyne is the choral 
conductor.

Pacific Masterworks Chorus
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The Swingin’ Blue Stars of the 
U.S.S. Hornet will bring the “peo-
ple pleasing” tunes of the World 
War II era to the Firehouse Arts 
Center on May 29 in celebration 
of Memorial Day weekend.   

The concert begins at 3 p.m. The 
Firehouse Arts Center is located at 
4444 Railroad Avenue in down-
town Pleasanton.

The five female vocalists, for-
merly known as The Singing Blue 
Stars and The Singing Blue Star 
Moms, will perform the music of 
the ‘40s made popular by groups 
like the Andrews Sisters. Their 
“people-pleasing” music in ob-
servance of Memorial Day mixes 
saucy with romantic World War 
II tunes – “In the Mood”, “The 
Boogie-Woogie Bugle Boy of 
Company B”, and more.

The quintet shares a common 
bond as they all have sons, daugh-
ters or other family members that 
are veterans of the United States 
Military. Some of them have 
children who served recently in 
Afghanistan and/or Iraq. They 
say that their singing has not only 
helped them to support each other, 
but has also provided a joyous 

famous American composers 
Samuel Barber, Leonard Bernstein, 
William Billings, Aaron Copland, 
William Dawson, Kirke Mechem, 
and Randall Thompson. 

In 2005, the NEA published a 
white paper of American choral 
masterworks and PMC selected 
most of the repertoire for the con-
cert from this list. Also perform-
ing will be Northern California’s 
premier men’s a cappella chorus 
Voices in Harmony. 

Both groups are directed by 
world renowned choral conductor 
Greg Lyne. “This combination of 
voices will be a wonderful experi-
ence for the singers as well as the 
audience,” says Lyne. “While I 

outlet, taking older veterans and 
seniors down "memory lane" once 
more.

Founded in 2002, the group’s 
growing number of engagements 
reflects its increase in popularity.  
The Swinging’ Blue Star Moms 
of the USS Hornet have opened 
for the Glenn Miller Orchestra, 
participated in Veterans’ Day and 
Independence Day parades and 
performed at the Wings of Free-
dom tour of vintage airplanes, the 
Martinez VA Hospital USO Show, 
the Alameda County Fair, the Con-
cord Summer Music Series and 
many other events and venues.     

Tickets are Adult: $15, $20, 
$25; Senior $22, Child $15. Group 
discounts are available. Tickets 
may be purchased online at www.
firehousearts.org up to three hours 
prior to the performance, by phone 
at (925) 931-4848, or in person 
at the Firehouse Arts Center Box 
Office.  Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m.; Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to 
the performance.  The entrance 
to free parking is on Spring Street 
near First Street. 

Group to Perform Songs of the WWII Era

Swingin' Blue Stars

may direct both groups, the real 
stars are the singers who work 
diligently every week to do what 
they love.” Both groups will be 
combining for a finale which will 
be sure to move the audience. 

Voices in Harmony (VIH) has 
been selected to compete at the 
Barbershop Harmony Society’s 
2011 International Convention 
in Kansas City, Missouri, on July 
8. VIH will be performing their 
competition set during this con-
cert as well as several new songs. 
Founded in January 2006, VIH is 
an award-winning chorus, consis-
tently establishing itself as one of 
the top 10 choruses in the world of 
Barbershop singing. 

MASTERWORKS
(continued from front page)

By Karen L. Hogan
Pacific Chamber Symphony’s 

May 20 performance will repeat A 
Touch of Brass, with a world pre-
mier featuring bicycle horns and 
bells added to the program. Bay 
Area composer, and Livermore 
resident, Tom Darter was commis-
sioned to write a piece to celebrate 
the Livermore leg of the Amgen 
Tour of California. Darter’s com-
position, Bicycle Fan Fare will be 
premiered at this performance. 

Darter squeezed horns and 
trilled bells at Livermore Cyclery, 
searching for the right match-
ing sets of pitches and timbres. 
“I decided early on that I would 
have two matching sets of bicycle 
sounds on opposite sides of the 
ensemble to suggest sound moving 
in space — just as a bicycle does,” 
says Darter. 

Two percussionists, on opposite 
sides of the ensemble, will have a 
mostly matching set of the horns 

A Touch of Brass: Four Hundred Years of Brass and Bicycle 
Horns and Bells — a Get-Blown-out-of-your-Seat Kind of Show

and bells Darter selected. A third 
percussionist behind the brass sec-
tion plays a select group of percus-
sion instruments that complement 
and contrast the sounds of the 
bicycle instruments. 

“It was a kick to watch Tom 
with all those horns and bells, 
listening to them and getting the 
right pitches. He was intense. It 
was cool to watch,” says Kathy 
Streeter, Chair of PCS Board of 
Directors.

Musical Director Lawrence 
Kohl founded the Pacific Chamber 
Symphony twenty years ago, and 
has seen it become the premier 
regional organization it is today. 
Composed of professional musi-
cians from throughout the Bay 
Area, it had the honor of perform-
ing at the United Nation’s 60th 
Anniversary World Concert held at 
Grace Cathedral in June 2005. 

Kohl likes the flexible pro-
gramming and ensemble structure 

of a chamber orchestra. It gives 
him the opportunity to provide 
audiences with a unique musical 
experience. A Touch of Brass, 
a symphonic tour that takes the 
audience through four centuries, 
creates a panorama of emotions in 
the context of brass. The program 
is designed to feature different 
groups within the brass ensemble, 
giving audiences the unique expe-
rience Kohl strives for. 

A Touch of Brass is an ideal 
introduction to classical music, 
Kohl believes. “You won’t find 
a program more fun, more il-
luminating, or that provides a 
more emotive experience than A 
Touch of Brass,” says Kohl. “It 
ranges from fun and light-hearted 
to romantic and serious. And now, 
with bicycle horns and bells . . .! 
It’s a get-blown-out-of-your-seat 
kind of show.”

A Touch of Brass concert will 
be at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 

First St. in Livermore on May 20 at 
8:00 p.m. Tickets are ($39/$34/$29 
($7:00 student tickets) available at 

the Bankhead Theater, by phone 
(925) 373-6800 or at www.liver-
moreperformingarts.org/calendar.
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Livermore Valley Opera (LVO) 
has announced the appointment 
of its new Executive Director 
Elizabeth Wells, and Artistic Di-
rector Alexander Katsman as the 
company prepares to celebrate 
its 20th season.  This new cre-
ative team brings the expertise 
in opera, music and marketing to 
continue to build LVO’s reputation 
as an emerging professional opera 
company.

“We are very pleased to wel-
come Elizabeth Wells and Alex-
ander Katsman as the professional 
leaders of our opera,” says Jim 
Schmidt, President of LVO’s 
Board of Directors.  “They will 
ensure our continued high artistic 
quality and expanded events to 
serve the people of the Livermore 
Valley and beyond.  We have an 
ambitious set of events sched-
uled to celebrate our 20 years 
of bringing quality opera to the 
community, and these two profes-
sionals will ensure a successful 
anniversary season.”

Wells brings an extensive com-
bination of skills and experience 
to LVO.  In addition to more 
than fifteen year of producing 
and arts management experience, 
she has many years of business 
management experience and is 
an accomplished soprano.  Wells 
has sung nearly 50 different lyric 
to dramatic coloratura roles with 
various regional opera companies 
in California and Oregon.  She 
holds her Master’s degree from 
Northwestern University and is 
currently completing an MBA in 
Marketing.  She founded and ran 
her own opera company in Oregon 
for five years and produced more 
than 25 different operas during 
that time.  She also produced op-
eratic events in Chicago and Los 
Angeles for several years.

Wells comes to LVO follow-
ing the departure of Sara Nealy, 
LVO’s first Executive Director, 
who recently took on the same 
role for Festival Opera in Walnut 
Creek.

Wells declared, “I’m very 
pleased to be joining LVO. Sara 
Nealy and the board have laid 
some great groundwork that I look 
forward to developing further.  
LVO is a company long beloved 
in the opera singing community 
and I look forward to sharing the 
reasons for that affection with as 
much of the Livermore Valley and 
surrounding Bay Area communi-
ties as possible.”

Wells’ commitment and love of 

opera is apparent in her dedication 
to performing in and producing op-
eras.  She is currently the part-time 
Executive Director of West Edge 
Opera in Berkeley and will be 
holding both executive positions 
concurrently.  “People often ask 
how one chooses to pursue opera 
and I always answer that opera 
chooses you,” adds Wells.  “Opera 
is my life’s calling and I am grate-
ful for every opportunity I’m given 
to serve be it singing, producing, 
budgeting, contracting or getting 
to know my audience.”

Katsman is no stranger to LVO 
as he has a long relationship 
with the company dating back to 
1992 when he was the rehearsal 
accompanist.  He conducted his 
first LVO production “The Merry 
Widow” in 1998.  For the past 
four years he has served as LVO’s 

Music Director and Conductor and 
directed its operas when LVO was 
first founded. An alumnus of the 
San Francisco Opera’s prestigious 
Merola Program, Mr. Katsman 
received his Master’s of Music 
from St. Petersburg Rimsky-Kor-
sakov State Conservatory and his 
Bachelor of Music cum laude from 
Mussorgsky College of Music 
in St. Petersburg, Russia. Since 
his arrival in the United States, 
Alexander has been sought after 
as a conductor and collaborative 
pianist. He has conducted for nu-
merous Bay Area opera companies 
including Opera San Jose, West 
Bay Opera, Berkeley Opera, Bay 
Area Lyric Opera, Oakland Lyric 
Opera, San Francisco Lyric Opera, 
Diablo Light Opera, and Opera 
Academy of California.  He also 
served on Conducting Faculty of 
BASOTI and Peninsula Teen Op-

era and currently on the coaching 
staff of San Francisco Conserva-
tory and Holy Names University.

Katsman stated,  “I am looking 
forward to my new and expanded 
role with LVO and in working with 
Elizabeth. The company has really 
evolved over the years.  Now that 
LVO has the Bankhead Theater as 
its performance venue, it has al-
lowed us to move productions in a 
consistently professional direction 
which has grown our reputation as 
one of the best opera companies in 
the Bay Area.” 

Raquel Holt, LVO founder and 
former Artistic Director said she 
is excited about the opera’s new 
creative team.  “Alexander is a re-
spected musician and has benefited 
LVO greatly.  Under his baton, he 
has raised the standard of the LVO 
Orchestra.  As Artistic Director, 

he will have a strong positive im-
pact on the artistic growth of the 
company.  Elizabeth brings great 
experience and skills in finance, 
marketing and development. As 
an opera singer, she has a good un-
derstanding of the theater and will 
certainly be an advocate for the 
arts in the community.  Together, 
they will make this a noteworthy 
and an exciting 20th anniversary 
season.”

The upcoming Livermore Val-
ley Opera 20th season includes: 
Opera in the Vineyard, July 31; 
Gounod's "Romeo et Julliette," 
Sept. 24, 25, Oct. 1, 2; 20th an-
niversary celebration, concert and 
dinner at Ruby Hill Country Club, 
January 28; Puccini's "Tosca," 
March 10, 11, 17, 18. 

For more information, visit 
www.livermorevalleyopera.org.

Livermore Valley Opera Names New Executive Director and 
New Artistic Director for Upcoming Season

Alexander Katsman and Elizabeth Wells will guide LVO
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Taste of Terroir, Livermore 
Valley's Wine & Food Experi-
ence, will be held Thursday, July 
21, 2011  from 6 to 9 p.m. at the 
Palm Event Centerin the Vineyard 
at Ruby Hill.

Livermore Valley Winemakers 
and Bay Area chefs team up to cre-
ate innovative and delectable wine 
and food pairings.  Guests vote 
for People's Choice Award while 
culinary and media judges present 
awards in other categories.  Add-
ing to this affair is a barrel room 
devoted to sweets and cheeses 
(provided by partner US FoodSer-
vice) paired with Livermore Valley 
ports. Thereis a silent auction, ad-
ditional wine tasting and live band 
on the patio, local olive oil tasting, 
and more.  

This event usually sells . 
Ttickets are available now at  
www.LVwine.org 

Participating Wineries:  Cedar 
Mountain Winery, Concannon 
Vineyard, Darcie Kent Vineyards, 
Eagle Ridge Vineyards, Fenestra, 
Garré Vineyard & Winery, La 
Rochelle Winery, Las Positas 
Vineyards, Little Valley Winery, 
McGrail Vineyards & Winery, 
Mitchell Katz Winery, Murrieta's 
Well, Nottingham Cellars, Occasio 
Winery, Rios Lovell Winery, Ro-
drigue Molyneaux Winery, Ruby 
Hill Winery, Tamas Estates, The 
Steven Kent Winery, The Singing 
Winemaker, Thomas Coyne Win-
ery, Wente Vineyards

Participating Restaurants:  
Campo di Bocce, Casa Real Event 
Center, Castlewood Country Club, 
Garré Café, Marriot Pleasanton, 
Palm Event Center in the Vine-
yard, Poppy Ridge Golf, Scott's 
Restaurant & Catering, Star Anise 
Restaurant, Stomp! Wine Lounge 
Swirl on the Square, Terra Mia 
Restaurant, The Restaurant at 
Wente Vineyards, Underdog Wine 
Bar, Wild Vine Hideaway Bistro & 
Lounge, Zephyr Grill & Bar

by Laura Ness

It was a colorful, yet very 
black and white dominated 
evening at the 17th annual 

Livermore Valley Wine Auction 
held at the spectacularly decked 
out Wente barrel room. Many 
of the attendees interpreted the 
theme, “Back to the Classics,” as a 
return to the basic dignity of black 
and white, and there were plenty in 
formal attire. 

Those who opted for sleeveless 
or jacket-less garb regretted it as 
they entered the massive barrel 
room, which had been cleared out 
to accommodate the dining tables, 
and was as impressively chilly as 
a deep cave. In the wine tasting 
area, lined with barrels stacked six 
high, even the multitude of warm 
bodies, amazingly good selection 
of wines, and exciting silent auc-
tion items inspiring heated bidding 
wars, could not raise the ambient 
temperature. This was a good thing 
for the nascent wine napping in 
their wooden cradles as the throng 
partied on. It made the '07 Cuda 
Ridge Cabernet Franc, the '07 
Page Mill Petite Sirah and the '08 
La Rochelle Sleepy Hollow Pinot 
taste even better.

From the moment you passed 
beyond the massive doors, you 
felt like you’d stepped into a Hol-
lywood glam movie set that could 
have been shot in black and white. 
It did, indeed, capture the classic 
feel this auction had up until the 
last four years, when it meandered 
in different, untenable directions. 
But this one had its hand firmly 
on the rudder, gliding the gathered 
crowd of upwards of 300, to a 
single destination: raising money 
for the children. 

This was one of the most rous-
ing, amazing “Fund a Need” 
efforts in recent memory, and 
Open Heart Kitchen struck just 
the right chord with the well-fed, 
well-dressed and for the most part, 
well-endowed multitude, who 
took to heart the clearly disturbing 
message that hunger is becoming 
more prevalent, right in their own 
well-manicured, vineyard-studded 
backyards. 

While feasting on some posi-
tively perfect mesquite filet mi-
gnon, roasted asparagus, oyster 
mushrooms and herbed mashed 
potatoes, topped with a Sauce 
Choron, (which is in fact, a varia-
tion of béarnaise without tarragon 

'Back to The Classics' Showcases Best 
of Livermore Valley Wine Country

or chervil, with the addition of 
tomato purée, giving it a gold-or-
ange tinge, and a bit of delightful 
acidity), each table responded 
with gusto to the message that 
Open Heart served 216K meals to 
hungry Tr-Valley children in 2010, 
up a whopping 55% from 2009. 
This included hot meals as well as 
box lunches. The Fund-a-Need for 
Open Heart Kitchen was up from 
$38K in 2010 to $61K in 2011. 
Thank you, Livermore, for opening 
your hearts and wallets with such 
amazing generosity.

Kudos to the entire staff of 
Wente Catering, for staging a 
well-orchestrated, delicious meal, 
delivered without pomp and cir-
cumstance, but with Swiss watch-
like efficiency. And enormous 
thanks to Wente for donating the 
use of the impressive and theme-
perfect facility: what is more clas-
sic wine country than dinner in a 
barrel room? 

Overall, the 2011 Livermore 
Valley Wine Auction raised more 
than $225,000.   The Top 5 Live 
Lots were:

1. Four Seasons Maui Resort 
and Round Trip First-Class Alaska 
Airlines raised $7600

2. Murrieta’s Well – Dinner and 
Ballroom Dancing for 10 raised 
$6,000 x3 with the Wente Family 
generously donating this lot to 3 
separate bidders (thank you, Wente 
Family!)

3. Five lots raised $5K each:
a. Azamara Club Cruise to 

Croatia
b. Concannon Vineyard– Cel-

ebrating 50 years of Petite Sirah
c. LV Wine Country Progressive 

Dinner with Bodegas Aguirre, Les 
Chenes, Nottingham and Occasio 
with transportation by Black Tie

d. Darcie Kent’s beautifully 
vivid wine country Painting

e. Customize your Napa Ex-
perience with the Vineyard Inn, 
Miner Vineyards and Gargiulo 
Vineyards

Indeed, a classic evening to 
remember in Livermore Wine 
Country.

Retzlaff: New Summer Bathing 
Beauties

Have you ever wanted to try Pi-
lates? What better place than in the 
tranquil setting of Retzlaff, under 
the beautiful pepper trees, where’s 
there’s always a breeze, despite 
the heat. On this historic home-
stead spot, old head-trained vines 

still thrive, amidst a proliferation 
of iris and roses, while 30 year 
cordon-trained Cabernet, Merlot 
and Sauvignon Blanc vigorously 
pursue a new harvest

Come on out to try the new 
2009 Retzlaff Sauvignon Blanc, 
one of Bob’s best yet. It’s smooth 
and even, like a long-legged grey-
hound, effortlessly racing to the 
finish. You won’t regret betting on 
this for even a moment. 

And while you’re here, stretch 
your body as well as your mind. 
Salame will lead you in a very in-

structive lesson that will have you 
embracing the pilates philosophy, 
and if you need a little more mood-
adjusting, take a cue from the 
lovely Isbelle’s Blush, a totally dry 
rose of Cabernet, named after Glo-
ria’s favorite granddaughter, Aaron 
and Salamé’s eldest daughter, who 
is taking a liking to the Retzlaff 
winery way of life, planting bulbs, 
helping Connie in the winery, and 
getting to know her way around 
the Livermore wine world. Gloria 
would be so proud!

Candace and Richard Dixon

Crooked Vine box

Taste of Terroir 
Tickets Now 

Available
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By Nancy O'Connell
From her first dramatic entrance 

in a shimmering slate-grey gown, 
Martina Filjak held her audience 
spellbound.  She appeared in the 
final Del Valle Fine Arts concert of 
the season on May 9 at Livermore’s 
Bankhead Theater.  Her graceful 
arm movements and her delicate, 
slim figure disguised the great 
strength in her hands.  As she began 
to play Mozart’s Sonata No. 13 in 
B-Flat Major, her fingers caressed 
the keys and her pedaling was 
subtle.  The first two movements 
were quiet. Each note was heard.  
In Mozart there is a transparency, 
there is no room for error.

The opening melody was ac-
companied by arpeggios in the left 
hand. That melody returned, trans-
formed into a minor key, and was 
heard again reverting back to B-flat 
major for the recapitulation.  The 
Allegretto was light-hearted, her 
trills and mordents beautifully ex-
ecuted.  It was a series of variations 
based on the first theme.  Mozart’s 
inventive genius led the pianist’s 
technique through key changes and 

By Sarah Bobson

The Egyptian young people 
in Tahrir Square, calling 
for changes in their gov-

ernment, brought back memories 
of the 60s, when I was part of the 
young people calling for changes 
in our government. 

Like the Egyptians, we took our 
protests to the streets. I remember 
the day of the march on the Pen-
tagon: October 21, 1967. As we 
climbed aboard the early-morning 
shuttle leaving New York’s Grand 
Central Station for Washington, 
D.C., the gray, dreary coldness of 
the day hung in the air, a forebod-
ing, as it turned out, of the day’s 
events. 

The Vietnam War had reached 
a turning point. Even though a 
majority of Americans at this point 
believed the conflict was a mistake 
– 13,000 Americans had already 
died in the jungles and rice paddies 
– U.S. involvement was escalating. 
Antiwar leaders, unhappy with 
the results of previous demonstra-
tions, selected a new target: the 
Pentagon. 

The three-hour ride was eerily 
somber. I don’t know what I had 
expected; perhaps people social-
izing in the aisles, firing each 
other up for the day’s big event. 
Instead, we talked quietly amongst 
ourselves. 

A Protest from the Past
The Pentagon march was the 

culmination of five days of nation-
wide anti-war protests organized 
by the National Mobilization Com-
mittee to End the War in Vietnam, 
called “Mobe.” I participated in 
one of them: a peaceful demon-
stration in New York City, on a 
cordoned-off 42nd Street outside 
the main branch of the New York 
City Library, with its two iconic, 
guardian lion statues sitting peace-
fully in front. 

As the packed train chugged 
its way to the capitol, I listened 
as Rose grumbled about what this 
country needed to do to improve 
life for the average citizen. Old 
enough to be my grandmother, she 
was politically far more left of cen-
ter than me. She had been that way 
her whole life. Rose said one of 
her ancestors had been part of the 
Russian underground to overthrow 
the Tsar. She believed in power to 
the people, no matter what politi-
cal form it took. So, although the 
belief at that time was never to trust 
anyone over 30 because they had to 
be part of the establishment, I felt 
comfortable attending this protest 
with Rose. 

Once off the train, some people 
immediately scattered like rolling 
marbles. Rose and I didn’t know 
where to go, but when we spotted 

a solid mass walking with determi-
nation and direction, we followed 
them. I was impressed with their 
orderly casualness, as though they 
were out for an afternoon’s stroll, 
bundled in sweaters and coats, 
mufflers, woolen caps, double 
layers of socks, and comfortable 
walking shoes. 

Leaflets distributed beforehand 
advertised that more than 100,000 
people were expected to attend, 
including notables such as writer 
Norman Mailer, poet Robert Low-
ell, pediatrician Benjamin Spock, 
and a significant number of hippies 
with long hair and fanciful dress. 
Abbie Hoffman and Jerry Rubin, 
leaders of the Youth International 
Party (Yippies), would add the 
fringe element. They planned 
to “exorcise” the Pentagon by 
encircling the building, chanting 
incantations, and “levitating” the 
structure, thus driving out the evil 
war spirits.

After walking some distance, 
the damp chill spreading through 
my body and toes, I heard young 
men shouting through tinny-
sounding loudspeakers, caution-
ing us about something. At first, I 
couldn’t make out what they were 
saying, but then I heard someone 
distinctly cry, “The pigs are using 
tear gas. Cover your faces.” Anti-

war protestors dehumanized the 
police by calling them pigs. 

From my vantage point, nestled 
in a forest of people taller than me, 
I saw a plume of spray in the air. 
Could the police be using tear gas? 
When I looked around, I didn’t 
see any police. I thought I saw 
some demonstrators, young men, 
throwing things. My mind short-
circuited, trying to make sense of 
the incongruity. Were demonstra-
tors simply responding to police 
aggression, or were the demonstra-
tors the ones using tear gas, and if 
so, why? Were they trying to blame 
the violence on the police, or trying 
to incite a riot?

Someone shouted, “Don’t leave. 
They want to disperse us.” 

The next thing I knew, people 
were running in every direction to 
get away from the gas. I didn’t feel 
the effects of it. I saw more spray in 
the air. I looked at Rose, she looked 
at me. Neither of us said a word. 
We started to run too. 

We ran for blocks and blocks, 
trying to outrun the gas, until 
we came to a halt at a stoplight. 
People around us were coughing, 
their eyes tearing. Then I began 
to cough. My eyes suddenly felt 
like hot coals. Everyone around 
me was hacking, including the 
people in the cars. Someone in 

the crowd shouted, “The wind is 
spreading the tear gas. The pigs 
are gassing the whole _ _ _ _ city.” 
News reports later confirmed that 
both demonstrators and police had 
exchanged tear gas volleys.

We never made it to the Pen-
tagon. 

For many of us, Rose and I 
included, the pain from the gas 
was so intense we just wanted to 
get back to the train and get the 
hell out of Washington. The burn-
ing in our eyes and throats, rather 
than subsiding once we got inside, 
continued. The noxious air and 
the demonstrators rode together, 
trapped, all the way back to New 
York City.

Although I had heard rumors 
days before that the march might 
turn violent, I had disregarded the 
possibility of danger because I had 
felt strongly the war was wrong, 
that I needed to stand up and make 
my voice heard, to help make our 
country right again. That was, after 
all, what democracy was about. 
But as I road in the train’s chocking 
atmosphere, the silence rocking 
with the rhythm of the train, I felt 
scared about what was happening 
to my country. The times were, in-
deed, changing as Bob Dylan said 
in his lyrics, but I wondered if they 
were changing for the better.

Martina, The Magnificent Pianist
surprising twists.  As the winner of 
many honors, Martina began in her 
native Croatia as a child prodigy, 
performing with the Zagreb Solo-
ists Chamber Orchestra as soloist 
at the age of 12.  Now as an adult, 
in 2009, she won first prize in the 
famous Cleveland International 
Piano Competition.  This assures 
her of many concert engagements 
with major symphony orchestras 
all over the world.

Franz Liszt’s Ballade No. 2 in B 
minor followed.  His Ballade be-
gan with low rumbling notes deep 
in the lowest register of the piano.  
Foreboding and dark, it sounded 
like the beginning of a thunder 
storm or something evil lurking 
nearby.  A sunny contrasting sec-
tion with a lyrical melody altered 
the mood. Then fireworks erupted!  
Difficult octave passages with the 
hands crossing over each other 
led to a return to the quiet, serene 
mood.  Was it a battle between 
good and evil?  The low rumbles 
of the beginning motif returned.  
However, Liszt included several 
more contrasting moods in this 

music.  Quiet, peaceful sections 
would precede bombastic octave 
work, which Martina performed 
with ease.  The entire Ballade 
ended with a whisper.

After the intermission, Mar-
tina played Robert Schumann’s 
Carnival from Vienna, Opus 26.,  
Schumann was a gifted composer 
who is too often neglected in mod-
ern piano recitals.  The Allegro 
featured many difficult passages 
which Miss Filjak surmounted as 
though she’s played them all of her 
life.  She was up to any challenge 
presented by Schumann.  The 
Romanze was quiet and sad, filled 
with singing melodies in the key of 
G minor.  Changing to G major at 
the resolution altered the pervasive 
sadness. The following Scherzino 
was rapid and gay.  Martina seemed 
at one with the piano as the notes 
flowed from her strong fingers.  A 
quiet ending led to the contrasting 
Intermezzo with its tricky running 
passages which she never muddied 
with the overuse of the pedals.  The 
Finale was exciting and intense.  
Schumann was a music critic 

and scholar who greatly admired 
Beethoven. This movement is a 
tribute to Beethoven’s style.

The last work on the program, 
Mily Balakirev’s (1837-1910) Is-
lamey – Fantasie Orientale began 
with a section that encompassed 
the entire keyboard and ended up 
in the stratosphere on the top of the 
piano’s register.  A melodic portion 
followed.  Lilting melodies led to 
dramatic forte octave work and 
running notes.  A glissando pressed 
the momentum faster and faster.  
Hands crossed over each other, and 
her fingers flew.

The audience erupted with ap-
plause and cheers. A standing ova-
tion and a dozen red roses led to an 
amazing encore.  Scriabin injured 
his right hand once and couldn’t 
use it for a couple of months.  
During that period he wrote his 
Prelude, Opus 9 for left hand alone 
which she performed, using only 
her formidable technique with her 
left hand.  This reviewer recently 
finished an autobiography of Leon 
Fleischer which was a moving ac-
count of his own struggles for over 

30 years to regain the use of his 
right hand.  During that period he 
continued to teach, and performed 
many solo concerts for only the left 
hand.  This particular Scriabin Pre-
lude was one of his favorites.

I was fortunate to talk briefly 
with Martina Filjak afterwards. 
She spoke English beautifully.  She 
speaks several other languages as 
well.  I teased her and suggested 
she not overuse her right hand, and 
she said, “I haven’t even practiced 
these last three days!”  How she 
could perform so flawlessly and 
all from memory, while skipping 
those days is a testament to her 
years of dedication to the piano.

We are so fortunate to have 
the Bankhead Theater with its 
excellent acoustics and a beauti-
ful Steinway for visiting artists 
to use.  Del Valle Fine Arts has 
brought international stars to the 
Livermore-Amador Valley for 15 
years, and next season’s programs 
sound as exciting as this year’s.  
Subscribe and order your tickets 
soon.  Circle your calendars and 
come on October 15 to hear the 
acclaimed St. Petersburg Quartet.
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The Lion's Club hosted the Special Kids Fishing Derby last Thursday, May 5, at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park 
in Pleasanton.  The biggest catch of the day was by two brothers from Jackson Elementary school, Juan 
and Benjamin (upper left photo).   The Lion's Club supplied breakfast of pancakes and sausage, fruit for the 
fisherman and lunch to the kids, fisherman and all volunteers. The East Bay Regional Park information van 
and Mobile Fish Exhibit with the huge aquarium was on hand to provide information. Also present were a 
volunteer horse, Bubba, and the owner, Barbara (lower right photo). Helping the Lion's Club counted as civic 
volunteer credit student volunteers. John Chavarr has been volunteering for 10 plus years as a fisherman 
at this event. Upcoming events for the Lion's Club include a June 4  Pancake Breakfast. Donations of items 
are suggested for men and women serving in the military. On July 4, the annual Pleasanton 4th of July 
Celebration will feature hot dogs and chips for sale with proceeds benefitting local charities. 
 

Last month, Marylin 
Avenue Elementary 
School invited Paws 
to Read to their read-
a-thon. Four therapy 
dogs and their owners 
spent the day in the 
school library reading 
wi th  s tudents  in 
kindergarten through 
third grade. Pictured 
at left is a group 
reading session. 

Paws to 
Read



THE INDEPENDENT  •  THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2011     7 Community

The Pleasanton/Tulancingo Sister City Association did not send a delegation this year to its sister city. 
However, it did hold, a two hour Skype night with over 40 members from both organizations participating. 
The Association has been very busy with other endeavors.  The Spanish Club at Amador Valley High 
School held a fund-raiser and purchased books to donate to Asilo, the Girl's Orphanage supported 
by the Sister City Association.  Pictured (lower left photo) are the members of the Club with the books 
(in Spanish) to be presented by exchange students this summer. The AVHS Spanish Club also helped 
with the Cinco de Mayo Celebration held Saturday, May 7 at Wayside Park in Pleasanton.  Pictured is 
Irene Kim (upper left) face painting a Mexican Flag on one of the children who attended.   Exchange 
students going to Mexico were also presented that afternoon.  Exchange Students from Tulancingo will 
becoming to Pleasanton.  It is an eight week program with the Tulancingo Students here for 4 weeks 
and local students returning with them to Tulancingo for 4 weeks. Pictured in the photo at upper right  
(left to right) are Pleasanton students Scott Townsend, Amador Valley High School ; Courtney Dickson, 
Amador; Ivory Beltran, Foothill;  Linsay Lloyd, Amador; and Sierra Boyd Baxter, Amador. 
 

Children of all ages are invited to the Livermore Public Library 
for “theater games," a program in which audience members will 
be encouraged to participate. Toward the end of the program, the 
Tri-Valley Young Performers Academy will present a sneak preview 
of their summer camp production, Into the Woods.

The session will take place on Sat., May 21 from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. at the Civic Center Library.

Kenn Adams, veteran improviser and instructor at the Tri-Val-
ley Young Performers Academy, and author of the book How To 
Improvise A Full-Length Play; The Art of Spontaneous Theater, 
will host the program.   Adams has worked with children for over 
20 years in New York and California.

This free program is open to the public and will take place at the 
Civic Center Library in Livermore, 1188 South Livermore Avenue.  
All ages are welcome.  Contact Youth Services at (925) 373-5504, 
or the Tri-Valley Young Performers Academy at (925) 485-1776 
for further information.

Children of All Ages invited to 
Participate in Theater Games  

Sister City Group Has Been Active 
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Canceled, third annual Paint the Town event 

benefiting the Museum on Main has been 
cancelled due to unforeseen circumstanc-
es. The event will return in 2012. For more 
information visit www.museumonmain.
org or phone 925.462.2766.

Livermore Art Association Gallery, 2155 
Third St., Livermore. The gallery has been 
open since 1974 and is run as a co-op by 
local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Fresh Works, open juried exhibit presented 
by City of Pleasanton and Pleasanton Art 
League, May 14 to 26 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org.

Art in the Vineyard, May 29, Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery, Tesla Rd., 
Livermore. Hosted by Livermore Art 
Association. Exhibits, art-in-action, wine 
tasting, entertainment.

Artist Diane Rodriguez, work will be 
on display May 18-June 18 at the Fire-
house Arts Center on the Pleasanton Art 
League wall upstairs. 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. 925 931-4850 or www.
FireHouseArts.org.

Art Crawl call to artists: Applications for 
the ArtCrawl on June 11, and July 9 now 
being accepted, first come first served, 
with discounts for signups for 3 crawls. 
Hours are 1-4 p.m., minimal fees. Crawls 
occur inside and in front of downtown 
businesses on the Second Saturday of 
each month. A mini arts & crafts festival 
is being planned for the day at Art Glass 
Studios, corner of 2nd & L, crafters wel-
come to submit an ArtCrawl application. 
See www.lindaryanfineart.com for signup 
applications.

Call to Artists: Entries sought for “Hot 
Summer Art Exhibition," a two-part juried 
arts exhibition starting with an invitational 
exhibition during the month of June at the 
Wild Vine Wine Bar & Lounge at 2187 
First Street, followed with a an open juried 
exhibition in July at both the Wild Vine, 
Ryan Fine Art, and possibly additional 
downtown locations, depending on num-
ber of entries. Early entries received by 
May 16 will be considered for Wild Vine 
invitational in June and in media releases. 
Both June and July exhibits will be part 
of Second Saturday Art Crawl, artists 
can also apply to participate singly in Art 
Crawl. The focus is on 2D with some space 
for 3D works; nudes welcome. Download 
prospectus at www.lindaryanfineart.com; 
or pick up at Panama Red Coffee Co., 
corner of 1st & K Streets or LAA Gallery 
on 3rd St. between K and J.

Abstracts Show, Livermore Art Asso-
ciation, June 1-30, Livermore Library 
Gallery, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. No 
admission charge. www.livermoreartas-
sociation.org

Harrington Art Gallery exhibit, A Differ-
ence of Perception, The strange, precise, 
and imaginative artwork of noted sur-
realists Bill Weber, Bill Sala, and other 
artists, along with a new collection of 
hyper-realistic renderings by Ron Nor-
man. Thursday, June 9 – Thursday, July 
7, 2011. Gallery Reception Thursday, June 
9, 2011, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring their 
own materials and easels. Open to all art-
ists. Professional artist models (nude). No 
instructor. Students under 18 need written 
parental permission to attend. Cost $20 
per session. At the Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or email 
Barbara Stanton for more info about the 
workshop, 925-373-9638 - microangelo@

earthlink.net.
Art Live Critique, painting session May 

13 in the back garden at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton, 10 a.m. Bring a chair. For more 
information call 925 461-5084 or e-mail 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com

Beginning painting and drawing lessons, 
Livermore artist and instructor offers les-
sons to children and adults with little or 
no art experience. Students learn to draw 
and paint in a realistic way in various me-
diums using various techniques. They will 
learn about perspective and color theory. 
Lessons will cover portraits, landscapes, 
still-life, illustration and more. $22 for 
45 minute lesson. For more information 
contact Thomasin Dewhirst at 216-7231 
or thomasin_d@hotmail.com.

Summer Camp offered by Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, class production: 
"Seussical Jr." Three separate sessions 
of camp during July/Aug 2011. First two 
sessions span 2 weeks each and are open 
to children in grades 2-8. Third session 
is accelerated at 5 days and is open to 
children in grades 4-9. All children will 
participate as cast members in a musical 
production learning singing, dancing, and 
acting skills, as well as creating their own 
costumes, sets, and props. Culminates in 
two performances of "Seussical Jr." at end 
of session. Session I: July 11-22 (shows on 
the 23), Session II: July 25- Aug. 5 (shows 
Aug. 6) and Session III: Aug 8-12 (shows 
on Aug. 13). Sessions 1 & 2: $400, Session 
3: $300 www.trivalleyrep.org.

Upcoming Art Courses for children, 
teens & adults, Richard’s Art Store in 
Livermore, taught by Thomasin Dewhurst 
(925) 583-5061 or (925)216-7231; 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com. Contact the 
instructor for classes and schedule.

Art classes, Avant-Garde Art Studio offers 
up to 12 art classes weekly for adults and 
youth. Instructor Nalyne Lunati holds a 
M.F.A. from San José State University in 
painting and specializes in a studio art ap-
proach. Enroll before June 11th to receive 
a bonus class. www.AvantGardeArtStu-
dio.com or 925-484-1378

 
WINERY EVENTS
Charles R Vineyards will re-open the 

winery on May 28. The award winning 
08 Petite Sirah will be released at that 
time. The winery will be open the whole 
holiday weekend including Monday, May 
30. Also mark your calendars for the Club 
Release Party on June 4 from 12-4:30. 
Featured will be the band Lunafish for 
a day of wine, food and music. Charles 
R Vineyards, 8195 Crane Ridge Road, 
Livermore - (925) 454-3040, www.
charlesrvineyards.com 

Fenestra Winery, Spring Fling & Annual 
Whites Sale, Sat., May 28-Mon., May 
30, noon to 5 p.m. each day. Yearly sale 
of white wines and some new releases. 
Fresh herb plant with each purchase of 
$100 or more. $5 fee. 83 Vallecitos Rd., 
Livermore. www.fenestrawinery.com

Thomas Coyne Winery, Spring Open 
House, Sat., May 28-Mon., May 30, noon 
to 5 p.m. each day. Three new wines to 
be released. Selection of fine fruits and 
cheeses to be served. "Bottle your own 
wine" available. 51 East Vallecitos Road, 
Livermore. thomascoynewinery.com

Celebrating Our Military, Eagle Ridge 
Vineyard will be offering American Flag 
pins to our customers as well as a 20% 
discount on all wine purchases to any 
American military vet during the 3 day 
Memorial Day weekend  in honor of those 
who have ensured we are "The Land of 
the Free, Because of the Brave."  Open 
12-4:30 Sat., Sun., and Mon., May 28, 29, 
and 30. 10017 Tesla Rd., Livermore.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting room 

from 12 to 4; open every day if the gate 
is open and for sure on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays 11 to 5. Red Feather 
Winery, 5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Information at 449-1871 or www.red-
featherwinery.com

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 p.m. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

Rodgers & Hart: A Celebration, works of 
composer Richard Rodgers and lyricist 
Lorenz Hart will be the subject of the 
Douglas Morrisson Theatre's upcoming 
production, opens on May 20 and runs 
through June 12. The musical revue will 
star Kevin Euler, Charles Evans, William 
Giammona, Heather Hall, Laura Morgan, 
and Jenifer Tice. Performances will be 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday eve-
nings at 8:00pm and Sunday matinees at 
2:00pm. Tickets are $28 for adults, $25 for 
seniors, and $20 for students and are avail-
able online at www.dmtonline.org or by 
calling the Box Office at (510) 881-6777. 
The Douglas Morrisson Theatre is located 
at 22311 N. Third St. in Hayward.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, concert 
Friday, May 20, 2011. Interpretation of 
Beethoven’s Violin Concerto, featuring 
violinist Jaime Laredo, and Saint-Saens 
Second Symphony. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Vocal/Jazz Combo Concert, 8 p.m. May 
20. Barbara Mertes Center for the Arts, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Per-
forming Arts Events Line at 925.424.1100 
or go to www.laspositascollege.edu/per-
formingarts.

Instrumental Jazz Concert, 8 p.m., May 
21. Barbara Mertes Center for the Arts, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Per-
forming Arts Events Line at 925.424.1100 
or go to www.laspositascollege.edu/per-
formingarts

Stephen Prutsman, May 22, 3 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue Pleasanton. San Francisco pia-
nist-composer Stephen Prutsman takes 
the audience on a fantastical musical 
voyage with his unique program "Bach 
and Forth." www.firehousearts.org

Come Together: The Beatles Concert 
Experience, Sun., May 22, 2 p.m. Bank-
head Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
Over thirty five Beatles hits are included 
in this multi-media touring stage show. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

JAMfest Youth Concert, May 27, 7 p.m. 
Presented by the City of Pleasanton Parks 
& Community Services, Teen Division. 
Features local youth bands from our 
community. Lions Wayside Park (corner 
of First and Neal Streets).

The Swingin' Blue Stars of the USS Hor-
net, perform May 29, 3 p.m. at the Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org

Pleasanton Community Concert Band, 
Memorial Day Concert, Mon., May 30, 
10:30 a.m. Pioneer Cemetery, Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton.

California Guitar Trio, Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton. June 5, 7:30 p.m. Celebrating their 
20th Anniversary as a performing guitar 
group. www.firehousearts.org

The Doors Legacy Band, June 9, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org

Halden Wofford & the Hi-Beams, Fri., 
June 10, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 

First St., Livermore. www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

Riders in the Sky, America’s favorite 
singing cowboys. Sat., June 11, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Liver-
more. www.livermoreperformingarts.org 
or 925-373-6800.

Motown Madness featuring Top Shelf, June 
11, 8 p.m. at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

For The Love of Harp, Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleas-
anton. June 12, 3 p.m. Romantic Harp 
Extravaganza featuring winners of the 
Yvonne La Mothe Schwager competi-
tion organized by the Bay Area Chapter 
of the American Harp Society. www.
firehousearts.org

ON THE STAGE
Playwright's Theatre, staged reading May 

22, The Old Barn, Tao House, Eugene 
O'Neill National Historic Site, Danville. 3 
p.m. Gold, directed by Daren A.C. Carollo. 
Tickets $25 single performance, $45 for 
both; reservations at 820-1818 or www.
eugeneoneill.org.

One Act Plays, 8 p.m. May 25 and 27. 
Barbara Mertes Center for the Arts, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Performing 
Arts Events Line at 925.424.1100 or go 
to www.laspositascollege.edu/perform-
ingarts

Mamapalooza Celebrating Mothers in the 
Arts! May 28, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org

The Dixie Swim Club by Jesse Jones, 
Nicholas Hope & Jamie Wooten/Directed 
by Barbara McKee. Follow the alumna 
of the Pemberton College swim team as 
they reassemble over the course of 33 
years at an Outer Banks beach cottage. 
Chanticleers Theatre, 3683 Quail Ave., 
Castro Valley. Performances May 20, 21, 
22, 27, 28, 29, June 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12. Fri. 
& Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. General admis-
sion $18, students, seniors, military $15. 
Tickets and Information: chanticleers.org 
or 510-SEE-LIVE (510-733-5483

Godspell, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre. 
Studio Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Lane, 
Suite 309, Pleasanton. Weekends June 
3-26. Call 462-2121 or go to www.trival-
leyrep.com for information.

Femme Fatale, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. June 4, 8 
p.m. Multi-media stage show combining 
song, dance and vintage Film Noir clips. 
www.firehousearts.org

Macbeth, June 30, July 1, 2, 10, 15, 17, 
23, 30. Concannon Vineyard, Livermore. 
Presented by Shakespeare Festival. Per-
formances 7:30 p.m. Thurs.-Sat., 7 p.m. 
Sundays. Tickets at 1-800-838-3006. In-
formation www.LivermoreShakes.org.

 
DANCE
Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 

parties each Friday night from Salsa to 
Swing, includes a group dance lesson 
at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 8:15 dance 
lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance parties. It's 
All About Dancing, 171 So. J Street, 
Livermore. 925-449-9292, or studio@
itsallaboutdancing.com.

Circle the Earth, Valley Dance Theatre 
celebrates dance from around the world. 
Sat., June 25, 2 and 7 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Auditions, Hairspray, Tri-Valley Rep-

ertory Theatre: Director: Daren A.C. 
Carollo, Vocal Direction: Sean Kana, Cho-
reography: Sheri Stockdale, Producer: 

Kathleen Breedveld. Saturday, June 18 
at 5:00pm and 7:30pm and Sunday, June 
19 at 10:00am and 12:00pm. Auditions 
will be held at Triple Threat Dance, 315 
Wright Bros. Avenue Livermore. For 
questions contact the producer, Kathleen 
at KBreedveld@trivalleyrep.com Please 
bring 32 bars up-tempo Broadway or 
R&B. There will be no tapes or a capella 
allowed. Be prepared to dance and for 
script readings. Please bring a current 
resume, head shot and conflict calendar. 
Rehearsals will begin August 20th with 
rehearsals on Sunday –Thursday evenings 
and Saturday days. All roles are age 16+ 
except for Little Inez. The show will open 
on Saturday, October 22nd and will run 
for 3 weekends.

Auditions, The Brody Bunch on Willigan's 
Island, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre, A 
Groovy Musical Satire of Uncharted 
Proportions. June 11 at 11:00am and 
Monday June 13 at  7:30PM; Call-backs 
by invitation only Tuesday, June 14t at 
7:30pm. 1048 Serpentine Lane #303, 
Pleasanton. Prepare 32 bars from a classic 
Broadway song (no Wildhorn, Webber, 
Larsen, etc.)  Cold read from script. Ac-
companist provided. Bring sheet music in 
your key, no tapes or CD’s, no a cappella. 
Rehearsals begin July 18. For additional 
information about the play please visit  
www.BrodyWilliganMusical.com. www.
pleasantonplayhouse.com

MOVIES
Going Places: A Classic Film Series, shown 

the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
in the Pleasanton Library's meeting room 
through June 2, 2011. The program is a 
partnership of Las Positas College and the 
Pleasanton Public Library proudly pres-
ent. Candy Klaschus, film historian and 
Coordinator of the Humanities Program 
at Las Positas College, is the host. There 
is no admission charge. 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. 931-3400. No registra-
tion required.

CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale, Spring concert, 

“If Music Be the Food of Love,” Sat., 
May 21, 8 p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Pleasanton. This concert will feature 
selections about food and love. One of 
the pieces, "Marge, you make the best 
Pork Chops," was written by Bay Area 
composer Paul Crabtree. www.valley-
concertchorale.org.

Cantabella Children’s Chorus Annual 
Spring Concerts, The Storm Is Passing 
Over, Saturday, May 21, 2011, at 1:30 
P.M. featuring the training and perform-
ing choirs, and at 4:00 P.M. featuring the 
performing choirs. Both performances 
include the new Honors Choir. At Val-
ley Community Church, 4455 Del Valle 
Parkway, Pleasanton. Works by Haydn, J. 
S. Bach, Brahms, R. V. Williams, Fauré. 
Also traditional American spirituals and 
camp songs, and Japanese, Taiwanese 
and Jutland folk songs. Premier of Four 
Haiku Poems composed by Paul Shin for 
Maestro Eileen Chang, director of the 
Honors Choir. Accompanied by strings, 
flute, piano, guitar, bass and other per-
cussion instruments.  Tickets in advance 
online: adults $12, children, 10 and under, 
$8 at cantabella.org. At the door: adults 
$15, children, 10 and under, $10. More 
information: 925-292-2663

Pacific Masterworks Chorus, concert 
Sat., May 21, 7:30 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton. Featuring Gay Dunn, cello; 
Sascha and Jillian Joggerst, vocalists; 
Micah Naler, violin; Alanna Rantala, 
piano; Karen Veca, flute. Performing 
works by Schumann, Poulenc, Bunch 
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and others. Tickets $30 adults advance, 
$35 at the door; $15 seniors/students 
advance, $15 at the door, email tickets@
pacificmasterworkschorus.org or www.
pacificmasterworkschorus.org.

MISCELLANEOUS
Spring Antiques & Collectibles Street 

Faire, Downtown Pleasanton. Sun., May 
29, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. No admission fee. 
Over 400 dealers. Main Street, Downtown 
Pleasanton.

San Ramon Art & Wind Festival, Sun-
day and Monday, May 29 and 30 in San 

Ramon’s Central Park, 12501 Alcosta 
Blvd. from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. 
Festival features professional kite flying 
demonstrations, over 200 arts & crafts 
booths, entertainment on 3 stages, two 
large kids’ activity areas, food booths and 
more. Includes an early morning hot air 
balloon launch on May 31 at 6 a.m. For 
more information, call the City of San 
Ramon Parks and Community Services 
Department at (925) 973-3200 or check 
out the website at www.ArtandWind.
com.

Chili Shooters Stampede & Western 

Heritage Celebration, June 4, 2011, 
Downtown Livermore - 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Taste chili creations of our downtown Res-
taurants. Western Tradition and activities 
will be showcased throughout the down-
town. www.livermoredowntown.com

93rd Livermore Rodeo, June 11 and 12, 
Robertson Park Stadium, Livermore. 
Gates open 11 a.m. Grand entry 3 p.m. 
www.livermorerodeo.org.

Livermore Rodeo Parade, June 11, 10 a.m. 
Second St., downtown Livermore.

Museum on Main, 2011 Ed Kinney Lecture 
Series. Wednesday, June 15, 7 p.m., Bear 

In Mind: The Story of the California Griz-
zly. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. No reservations are 
required. Tickets are available at the door 
on a first come first served basis. The 
Firehouse Arts Center is located at 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $10 general admission, $5 members 
and seniors, $3 students/teachers with 
ID. Information, contact Jennifer Amiel, 
Director of Education at (925) 462-2766 
or education@museumonmain.org.

110th Birthday celebration Livermore 
Lightbulb, June 17, Vine Theater 

Lightbulb film (Time to be determined); 
showing of a documentary done about the 
bulb. June 18th, Event at Station 6, noon 
to 4 p.m. Two authors of light bulb books 
will attend. For more information about 
the bulb, contact the Lightbulb Centennial 
Chairman Lynn Owens at (925) 447-9477, 
webmaster Steve Bunn at (510) 538-8207, 
or email Bulb@lpfire.org

Alameda County Fair, 99th anniversary. 
June 22 - July 10 (closed Tuesdays). Al-
ameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. 
www.alamedacountyfair.com.

The Tri-Valley Community 
Foundation host the 2nd Annual 
Pillars of the Tri-Valley event on 
Wednesday, June 1, 2011. This 
event introduces corporate lead-
ers with vision and experience to 
non-profit organizations that match 
their passions, for the benefit of 
the Tri-Valley community. Pillars 
of Tri-Valley is free to attend. It 
will be held on Wednesday, June 
1, 2011 from 10am-2pm at the Carr 
America Cafeteria, 4400 Rose-
wood Drive, Pleasanton.

“We encourage Tri-Valley ex-
ecutives to attend this annual 
event to uncover opportunities to 
volunteer with non-profits that 
match their passion,” said David 
Rice, president of the Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation. “They 
will learn about dozens of local 
non-profits and their role in the 
community in a job-fair setting, 

Valley Humane Society will 
hold a fundraising Garage Sale for 
the Animals on Saturday, May 21 
and Sunday, May 22 from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at 3229 Curtis Circle, 
Pleasanton (in Parkside near the 
Pleasanton Sports Park).  All pro-
ceeds will benefit Valley Humane 
Society’s building campaign and 
animal care programs.

The two-day sale will feature a 
wide variety of donated items in-
cluding furniture, small appliances, 
home décor, housewares, linens, 
books, jewelry, toys, sports equip-
ment, and gently used children’s 

and adult’s clothing.
For more information con-

tact Vicki Zeigler, garage sale 
chairperson, at (925) 872-7668; 
vickizeigler@yahoo.com, or visit 
www.valleyhumane.org. 

Valley Humane Society is a 
private, nonprofit, 501(c)(3) or-
ganization. Founded in 1987 in 
Pleasanton, California, VHS is an 
animal welfare organization advo-
cating responsible pet ownership.  
VHS is located at 3670 Nevada St., 
Pleasanton. For more information, 
visit www.valleyhumane.org or 
call (925) 426-8656.

Harpist Shannon Polley will 
mark her final performance with 
the Contra Costa Wind Symphony 
on May 28 in Walnut Creek in 
a concert with guest composer 
and conductor Randol Bass and 
music celebrating the spirit of the 
dance.

Under the baton of maestro 
Duane Carroll, the wind sympho-
ny’s music director and conductor, 
the concert will begin at 8 p.m. 
in the Walnut Creek Presbyterian 
Church, 1801 Lacassie Avenue. 
Tickets ($10) are available at www.
ccwindsymphony.org as well as at 
the door before the performance.

Polley, who joined the wind 
symphony five years ago, will per-
form Debussy’s Danses Sacrée et 
Profane. She will also be featured 
in several other works: Four Gypsy 
Dances by Jan Van der Roost, 
“Solitaire” by Malcolm Arnold, 
Four Norfolk Dances by Philip 
Sparke, and symphonic dances 
from the Broadway hit Fiddler on 
the Roof.

Garage Sale to Raise Funds for 
Valley Humane Society 

At right is the scene during last year's garage sale. 

Harpist to 
Perform

and discover the business value 
of having key personnel serve 
in leadership positions of local 
non-profits.  Non-profits will also 
benefit from the event as well as 
a special  pre-event training to 
assist them in maximizing their 
effectiveness.”

There will be a panel discussion 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Panelists 
from major corporations in the 
Tri-Valley will discuss best prac-
tices in attracting corporate support 
and giving priorities and trends 
in corporate philanthropy. Ques-
tions regarding funding priorities, 
trends, and strategies for preparing 
successful fundraising proposals 
will be presented to the panel, 
which will be moderated by David 
Rice, the president of the Tri-Val-
ley Community Foundation.

A trade show will follow from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Similar 

to a traditional job fair, local non-
profits will provide information on 
their role in the community, and 
their staff will be on-hand to dis-
cuss opportunities to participate. 

The Pillars of the Tri-Valley is 
led by a community-based steer-
ing committee, including: Ellen 
Pensky, Bumblebee Marketing; 
James Paxson, Hacienda Business 
Owners Association; Josh Thur-
man, Office of Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty; Susan 
Houghton, Safeway Inc.; Toby 
Leavitt, San Francisco Shake-
speare Festival; Marlene Peterson, 
Director - Senior Support Services 
for the Tri-Valley; David Rice, 
Tri-Valley Community Founda-
tion; and Toby Brink, Tri-Valley 
Community Foundation

To register for the event or to 
obtain information, please visit  
trivalleypillars.org.

Foundation to Host Pillars of 
the Tri-Valley Event As the real Indianapolis 500 

takes off later this month, some 
young Pleasanton upstarts were 
greasing the wheels in preparation 
for the Gingerbread Preschool 
Mini-Indy, slated for Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday May 18, 19 
& 20.

The annual tradition marks 
the celebration of the end of the 
preschool school year and finds 
Gingerbread students bringing 
their tricycles and helmets to the 
Amador Recreation Center, located 
in Amador Park at Black Avenue 
and Santa Rita Road. They will 
decorate their tricycles, receive a 
racing number, and visit the me-
chanic shop, car wash and snack 
bar. The event includes a parade led 
by Pleasanton Police Officers and 
a student tricycle race for a finish 
line ribbon.

The actual parade on Thursday 
and Friday  typically gets underway 
at about 9:30 a.m. and again at 
12:00 noon.

End of School 
Year Event
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The Pleasanton PTA Council 
has announced the 2011 Winners 
of the Excellence in Education 
Awards.  Honorees will receive 
their awards at the 21th Annual 
Excellence in Education Awards 
Ceremony on Wednesday, June 1, 
4 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
1225 Hopyard Road in Pleasanton. 
Friends, families, co-workers, and 
students of the honorees are most 
welcome to attend to celebrate their 
achievement.  Dessert reception 
will follow the ceremony.

The 2011 Honorees are as fol-
lows: David Middleton (Foothill), 
Heidi Burton (Lydiksen), Maggie 
Miller (Lydiksen), Erin Van der Zee 
(Hart), Melissa Klopatek (Mohr), 
Laura Randazzo (Amador), Judy 
Hansen (Fairlands), Susan Use-
dom (Pleasanton Middle School), 
Celeste  Nava (Valley View), Jason 
Borris (Mohr/Fairlands), Dale 
Maher (Hearst), Cindy Martinez 
(Valley View), Lennie Olbrycht 
(Fairlands), and Susan Wells (Fair-
lands).

The Awards Ceremony is made 
possible by the generous support of 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 

For more information, please 
contact Kim Chew, 925-426-
2492.

 

Of the seven Pleasanton stu-
dents whose works of art were 
chosen to advance to the California 
State PTA level of judging in the 
Reflections Program, three were 
named award winners by the Cali-
fornia State PTA. 

Reflections is a national PTA 
arts enhancement program held 
annually.  The 2010-11 theme was 
“Together We Can…”  The Pleas-
anton PTA Council Reflections 
Recognition Ceremony was held 
December 1, 2010 at Firehouse 
Art Center.  The work of twenty 
students was chosen to represent 
Pleasanton and advance to next 

Air Force Airman Gino A. Bogetti 
graduated from basic military train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base, San 
Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an intensive, 
eight-week program that included 
training in military discipline and 
studies, Air Force core values, physical 
fitness, and basic warfare principles 
and skills.

He is the son of Stephanie Bogetti 
of  Livermore. Bogetti graduated in 
2007 from Granada High School, 
Livermore.

level at the Peralta PTA District, 
comprising all of Alameda County.   
On January 8th, Peralta PTA Dis-
trict chose twenty four entries to 
advance to the state level; seven of 
which were from Pleasanton! 

The following three Pleasanton 
students were named award win-
ners by the California State PTA 
and their work was presented at the 
California State PTA Convention 
held in Long Beach, California, 
April 28- May 1, 2011.

Awards of Merit Winners: 
Literature, Sudiksha Gudipati, 1st 
GR, Vintage Hills Elementary, 
Primary Division; Visual Arts: 

Sophia Kang, 4th GR, Mohr El-
ementary, Intermediate Division; 
Convention Display Award Win-
ner: Visual Arts: Linyan Tian, 10th 
GR, Amador Valley High School, 
Senior Division

These are the remaining Pleas-
anton students whose artistic 
creations advanced to the State 
level:

Photography: Rylee Galletti, 2nd 
GR, Hearst Elementary, Primary 
Division; Literature: Sandhya 
Kalavacherla, 6th GR, Harvest 
Park Middle School, Middle/Jr. 
Division; Musical Composition: 
Brendan Hwang, 4th GR, Hearst 

Elementary, Intermediate Divi-
sion; and Film/Video Production:
Esther Forest, 3rd GR, Walnut 
Grove Elementary, Intermediate 
Division

The Pleasanton PTA Council 
began in 2003 as an umbrella 
group for all PTAs in Pleasanton.  
The mission of the PTA is to rep-
resent their members and to em-
power and support them with skills 
in advocacy, leadership, and com-
munication to positively impact the 
lives of all children and families. 
More information is available at 
www.pleasantonpta.org. 

Helen Meier, executive direc-
tor of Hope Hospice for the past 
nine years, has announced she 
will retire in June 2011. During 
her tenure, Hope Hospice tripled 
in size and became the preferred 
leader in hospice services within 
their service area.

“Helen has provided outstand-
ing leadership to Hope Hospice. 
A woman of great character and 
integrity, she has been a skillful, 
dedicated, leader who has cham-
pioned the local hospice effort and 
ensured that local hospice families 
receive the very best the field has 
to offer,” stated Charles Crohare, 
president of the Hope Hospice 
Board of Directors.  He adds, 
“Helen has been an exceptional 
leader with extraordinary vision, 
heart and grace.”

Ann Noll, RN, CPHN, Director 
of Patient Care., added, “With her 
keen intelligence, drive and dedica-
tion, Helen has led our organization 
through a period of major growth 

PPIE Excellence 
in Education 
Award Winners  

Pleasanton Students Bring 
Home Reflections Awards

and helped to establish Hope Hos-
pice as the Tri-Valley community 
resource on end-of-life Care and 
grief support.  We will miss her 
guidance and wish for her many 
happy years of retirement."

Working closely with the Hope 
Hospice board of directors, Meier 
has helped assemble a transition 
team to identify her successor and 
to ensure that the organization 
continues to manage its significant 
growth in a responsible, sustain-
able manner during the transition 
and beyond.

 Meier recalls, “Each job 
brought joy, opportunities to learn, 
and challenges that were some-
times daunting.  I have also been 
blessed with the opportunity to 
work with supportive civic lead-
ers, dedicated board members, 
extraordinary volunteers, gener-
ous donors, and committed staff, 
Together, we have helped our com-
munities to better serve those in 
need and to make the world a better 

place.   She concluded by saying, 
“More than just a job, my tenure 
at Hope Hospice was a calling, and 
the organization will remain very 
close to my heart.”

In addition to the expansion 
of Hope Hospice services and 
programs, Helen Meier’s other 
accomplishments include:

• Expanding services to twice 
the capacity during her twelve 
year tenure as executive director 
at Tri-Valley Haven including the 
construction of a shelter and com-
munity services building to better 
serve battered women and sexual 
assault victims

• Constructing  a daycare center 
for 72 homeless and low-income 
children and constructed an addi-
tion to a transitional housing apart-
ment complex in the San Francisco 
Tenderloin area while serving as 
Executive Director

• Directing a Cal-Tans research 
project to improve disabled access 
to full-sized city buses resulting in 

published study on development of 
Para transit systems for disabled 
across the US

• Overseeing the House at 
San Quentin, a visiting center for 
prison families; assisting in the 
replicating the model statewide 
and worked to improve medical 
services to prisoners

Meier will remain in place 
through June 10, 2011 while the 
board of directors selects her re-
placement.    “When Helen advised 
us of her intention, Crohare said, 
“We began implementing a previ-
ously developed succession plan.  
We are mindful of the magnitude of 
the task before us and are confident 
that we will find the ideal person 
to build upon the legacy Helen is 
leaving to all of us.”  Over the past 
several weeks, a selection commit-
tee comprised of Hope Hospice 
staff and board of directors has 
been working to select a new CEO 
for the organization.  

 

Hope Hospice Director Plans to Retire

Award of Merit went to Sophia Kang (above left). The work at right 
by Linyan Tian received a Convention Display Award. 
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Peter Eldred Buckley and Jessica Bomben are engaged to be married. 
A Mother's Day announcement to the families came from the happy 
couple. 

Jessica is the daughter of Silvio and Marcia Bomben of Castro Val-
ley and the granddaughter of Afro and Valentina Bomben and Osvaldo 
and Helena Lourenco. She is a graduate of Castro Valley High School 
and majored in Psychology at UC Santa Cruz. Jessica is the operations 
manager of a local in-home care company in Livermore. 

Peter is the son of Rich and Janet Buckley of Livermore and the 
grandson of Del and Eleanor Buckley and Eldred and Edna Chance. 
He is a graduate of Livermore High School and attended Arizona State 
University majoring in Business Administration. Peter works for Rich 
Buckley Realty in Livermore. 

A summer wedding of 2012 is being planned.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Pleasanton 
handed out the 8th Annual Crystal 
Apple Awards.

Students nominate teachers, 
select winners and present the 
awards.  

The 2011 Crystal Apple Award 

Three Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory scientists have 
earned $7.5 million in funding 
through the Department of Energy 
Office of Science Early Career 
Research Program (ECRP).

Early career is defined as princi-
pal investigators who are within 10 
years of receiving a Ph.D. and are 
either untenured assistant profes-
sors on the tenure track, untenured 
associate professors on the tenure 
track, or full-time, nonpostdoctoral, 
permanent DOE national labora-
tory employees. The PI must be 
employed by either a U.S. academic 
institution or a DOE national labo-
ratory.

Yongqin Jiao, a scientist in 
LLNL’s Biosciences and Biotech-
nology Division, earned the award 

The following students made the 
Seattle Pacific University 2011 Winter 
Quarter Dean’s List. Students on the 
Dean's List have completed at least 12 
credits and attained a 3.50 or higher 
grade point average.  Katja Darlene 
Ibsen, Ethan James Moody and Katie 
Jeannette Thralls, all of Livermore.

The following students graduated 
from Azusa Pacific University on Sat., 
May 7. They will join more than 1,300 
graduates at the spring commencement 
ceremonies. From Livermore: Kyler R. 
Reeser with a Bachelor of Arts in Eng-
lish; Tyler Paul Madsen with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Psychology. Sunol:  Joshua 

for her research looking into how 
microbes play a major role in the 
stability and transportation of ura-
nium in natural aquatic systems. 
She was selected for funding by 
the Office of Biological and Envi-
ronmental Research (BER).

Peter Lindstrom, a computer 
scientist in the Data Analysis 
Group at the Lab’s Center for Ap-
plied Scientific Computing, earned 
his award for his research into alle-
viating the data-movement bottle-
neck in extreme-scale computing 
to accelerate numerical simulation 
and data analysis. Lindstrom was 
selected for funding by the Office 
of Advanced Scientific Computing 
Research (ASCR).

Sofia Quaglioni, a scientist in 
the Lab’s Computational Nuclear 

Physics Group, earned her $2.5 
million award for providing the 
research community with the theo-
retical and computational tools that 
will enable an accurate prediction 
for the fusion reactions that power 
stars and Earth-based fusion facili-
ties. Quaglioni was selected by the 
Office of Nuclear Physics (NP).

This year the Office of Science 
awarded 65 ECRP recipients. In 
comparison to other DOE labs, 
Livermore tied with Oak Ridge 
and Lawrence Berkeley, which 
both won three awards each.  A 
total of 21 awards went to national 
labs, and 44 went to universities.  
The 65 selectees were chosen 
based on competitive review from 
1,150 proposals, for a success rate 
of only 5.6 percent.

recipients were: 
Dublin High School: Kathleen 

MacDonald - English teacher 
(English 1 and AP English Lan-
guage) and Maria Vlahiotis - Eng-
lish teacher (English 1 Advanced 
and English 2)

Amador Valley High School: 

Matt Kelly - Mathematics teacher 
and Ryan Templeman - Social 
studies teacher

Foothill High School: Jeremy 
Datamore - World history and 
AP economics teacher and David 
Middleton - AP government and 
AP psychology teacher

James Pe'a with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Youth Ministries. Pleasanton: Adam 
Bailey with a Bachelor of Science in 
Finance; Justin Worley with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Social Science

The Pedrozzi Foundation has an-
nounced the winners of scholarships. 

They include the following: 
Community College Scholarships: 

Jhoana Aclan $2000; Jordan Aquila 
$2000; Melissa Blach $1500; David 
Dosanjh  $2000; Magdalyn Fiore  
$2000; Michael Griffin  $2000; Christie 
Groth  $1000; Marcella Jean  $2000; 
Christopher LeBel  $2000; Corey 
Martin  $2000; Hannah Nafzinger  

$2000; Trevor Schlitt  $2000; Megan 
Simons  $2000; Renee Steinle  $2000; 
and Marcela Vazquez  $2000

Graduate School Scholarships: 
Caitlin Beach $5000; Anna Harding  
$5000; Alana Miller  $2500; Nicole 
Williams  $2500  

Undergraduate Scholarships: Han-
nah Ackley  $4000; Nicole Allen 
$8,000; Kelsey Bagelmann $5000; 
Michael Bauer $5000; Brian Belak  
$8000; Brooke Betts $4000; Tyler 
Campbell  $4000; Erika Carlson  $4000; 
Courtney Cluff  $8000; Scott Crowder  
$4000; Sharon Dosanjh $4000; Holly 
Duffy  $4000; Alexander Funderburk  
$3000; Rachel Gaines  $4000; Jing 

Gong  $10,000; Bronwyn Hagerty  
$10,000; Melissa Hallum  $4000; 
Alena Harris  $5000; Emily Harris  
$4000; Tricia Juanitas  $2500; Michael 
Klem  $8000; Gabrielle Kovacich  
$2000; Amber Laigo  $4000; Jessica 
Lan  $4000; Matthew LeBel  $5000; 
Nadia Lillie  $3000; Nicole Madera  
$7500; Aimee Matas  $8000; Brent 
Modereger  $4000; Jennifer Newman  
$8000; Daniel Nilson  $4000; Nicole 
Pham  $4000; Kathryn Rambo  $10,000 
; Austin Rayford  $20,000 Marquis; 
Eva Rios  $4000; Katie Rodgess  
$4000; Caroline (Carly) Rose  $20,000 
Marquis; Steven Russo  $5000; Laura 
Schildbach  $8000; Angela Schmitt 

$2000; Abdullah Sediqi  $4000; Emily 
Shull  $5000; Sara Shull  $4000; Joseph 
Torres  $2000; Caitlin Voegele  $4000; 
Paige Zollinger  $3000   

Technical/Vocational School: Em-
ily Smyth     $4000; Victoria Fliehr   
$2000  

Las Positas College Veteran's First 
Scholarships: Justin Berkenstock 
$1000, Tom Bolyard  $1000, William 
Campos  $1000, Christopher Clark  
$1000, Matthew St. Denis  $1000, 
Brandon Hildebrand  $1000, John Ku-
kahiko  $1000, Jerrod Martinez  $1000, 
William Pittman  $1000, Antonina 
Watson  $1000

   

Engagement Revealed

 Jessica Bomben and Peter Eldred Buckle

Lab Researchers Chosen for ECRP

Crystal Apple Award Winners Announced

Students Earn Awards and Honors
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board or email information to editmail@com-
puserve.com. Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Livermore-Pleasanton Rod & Gun 
Club, 4000 Dagnino Road, Livermore,  hold-
ing its 65th Annual Barbecue Fund-raiser on 
Sunday May 22, 2011. Come to the Barbecue 
and bring your family and friends to enjoy 
the shooting events at both the Trap Range 
and the Rifle/Pistol Range. Food, silent auc-
tion, raffle prizes, which include a Model 700 
VTR Varmint Target Rifle, a Beretta Extrema 
II shotgun, and a Springfield Armory XD40 
Hand Gun.  Begins at 10:00 AM with Bacon 
Shoots going on all day. For more informa-
tion, contact the Trap Shooting office at (925) 
449-8780 or the Rifle/Pistol Range office at 
(925) 449-3616.

Lawyers in the Library offers free legal 
information and referral. The program is co-
sponsored by the Alameda County Bar Associa-
tion. The lawyers visit Pleasanton Library on 
the third Tuesday of each month. This program 
is free and open to all. Each person will have a 
15 to 20 minute free consultation with a member 
of the Alameda County Bar Association. Ap-
pointments are by lottery. Register from 5:30 
to 5:45 pm. Names will be selected at 5:50 pm. 
You must be present when names are drawn. 
Appointments begin at 6:00 pm and end at 8:00 
pm. For more information, call Merry Luskin, 
931-3400, extension 7.

Livermore Library Board, meets 7 p.m. 
Thurs.., May 26 at the Civic Center Library, 
1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda will be 
posted at the library 72 hours prior to the 
meeting.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy Sup-
port Group meets Tuesday, May 24 at Heritage 
Estates Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. The meeting 
time is 10am and takes place in the second 
floor conference room.  Ida Hirst, Physical 
Therapist, from Physical Therapy Specialties 
in Pleasanton will address the group about 
Physical Therapy use in Peripheral Neuropa-
thy treatment. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath  
443-6655  sandragrafrath@comcast.net  or Lee 
Parlett  292-9280  leeparlett@gmail.com 

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All Mili-
tary" is a 501(c)3 non profit military support 
organization based in Livermore.   S.A.M. has 
been in operation since January 2004 and is 
dedicated to the continued support of our de-
ployed troops.  Preparation of comfort packages 
takes place every other week -  all year long.  
If you or anyone you might know has loved 
ones deployed we would be honored to assist 
by providing morale support.  All information 
provided is confidential  and is not shared for 
security purposes.  If you would like to submit 
a name and address, inquire about  donations 
or helping, please visit  www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events.   

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Wed., May 25, 30 miles over Dublin grade and 
through Five Canyons area in Hayward, meet 
10 a.m. at Shannon Center, Alaine Nadeau, 
216-0801. 

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new & long-time residents to its monthly 
luncheon on June 16 at Forbes Mill Restaurant, 
200 Sycamore Valley Rd.. West, Danville. 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  Charge is $19.00.  The speaker 
will be Danville Mayor Karen Stepper.  Please 
call Susan, 925-718-5214, for information or 
reservations.

Fall Prevention Seminar, Tues., May 24, 
2 p.m. Community Resources for Independent 
Living, 3311 Pacific Ave., Livermore. Free. 
Information on how to eliminate risks and 
reduce the chances of falling. Presented by 
Visiting Angels.

Free counseling on job search skills 
and resume writing is now available at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
Sign up at the Reference Desk for a 20 minute 
consultation.   Receive help with resume writ-
ing, find employment web sites, learn how to 
search for a job on the web, and get help with 
online applications. The Pleasanton Library has 
extensive support material available to assist job 
seekers. For appointments call the Reference 
Desk at 925/931-3400. Library programs are 
free and open to everyone.

Ravenswood Peddlers Faire, Sunday, 
October 9, 2011, 11 am - 4pm. Free admission 
for guests and $25 fee for sellers table and 2 
chairs. Contact Sandy Silva at silva4398@
comcast.net. 

Rib cook-off and hot rod car show, 
Saturday May 21. Presented by the Livermore 
Knights of Columbus at the corner of Church 
Street and 2nd Street in Livermore and will 
run from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. There is no cost 
for admission. More information is available 
online at www.kofc4588events.org. Proceeds 
will go to help the Knights and their charitable 
activities which are directed toward those who 
live in the Livermore community.

Diabetes Class. free  6 week series will 
teach participants how to manage  Type 2 diabe-
tes or Pre Diabetes, eat the foods you love, how 
and why to check blood sugar, medications, 
exercise and more.  New series in Hayward, 
Dublin and Pleasanton, evening classes avail-
able.  Please call the Alameda County Public 
Health Diabetes Program at 510-383-5185 for 
more information and to register.  

WIC (women, infants, children), feder-
ally funded health and nutrition program that 
helps families by providing checks to purchase 
healthy supplemental foods from WIC-au-
thorized vendors. Also provided is nutrition 
education, help finding health care and other 
community services. Participants must beet 
income guidelines and be pregnant women, 
new mothers, infants or children under age 5. 
Open weekdays 8:30 to 5 p.m. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider. Axis Community Health 
WIC Program, 1991 Santa Rita Rd., Suite H, 
Pleasanton, CA. 462-2365.

Open house, Birthright Pregnancy Support 
Service, May 21, 2011, Saturday, 1-4 p.m. Meet 
the staff and discuss services. Refreshments and 
door prizes. Vendors include candles, baskets, 
baseball cards and real estate information. 
Office address: 1520 Catalina Ct., Bldg. C, 
Livermore, in the Livermore Financial Center, 
just behind the Granada Shopping Center. 
Phone 925-449-5887 for more info.

Pleasantonians for Peace, Peaceful War 
Protest on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 
May 25, between 5 - 6 at the corners of First and 
Neal Streets. Questions?? Call Cathe Norman 
at (925) 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@
gmail.com; or kdowding@pacbell.net. infor-
mation at www.Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Mini Health Fair, Shiva-Vishnu Temple 
Hindu Community and Cultural Center, 1232 
Arrowhead Ave., Livermore. Sun., May 22, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Consult physicians with 
expertise in internal medicine, cardiology 
and nutrition; have blood sugar and blood 
pressure measured; listen to lectures on how 
to maintain healthy life-styles from physicians 
and nutritionists. Information email Human 
Services Char suman1218@yahoo.com or call 
the Temple, 449-6255.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Champagne brunch in San Ramon, May 
22, 11:45 a.m., RSVP by May 19 to Marsha, 
830-8483. Luncheon in Hayward, May 25, 
11:30 a.m. RSVP by May 23 to Vee, 510-
782-4169.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at 
(925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter, meets 
9:30 a.m. on the first Saturday of the month 
between Sept. and May at the Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore. 
DAR is a women's service organization. The 
women are descended from a patriot of the 
American Revolution and are dedicated to pa-
triotism, preservation of American history and 
securing America's future through education. 
Information, contact Maris at 443-3087.

VFW Post 7265, Livermore, meets 1st 
and 3rd Mondays at 2000 hours, 522 South L 
St., Livermore. All those eligible to join are 
invited to attend. Information, contact Vice 
Commander Virgil Stanger at 455-5039 or go 
to www.vfwwebcom.org/ca/post7265.

Pleasanton VIP Travel, Visit Safari West, 
Wed., May 25, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $86 members, 
$87 nonmembers. Price includes one hour 
guided tour of Safari West, lunch, Marin Cheese 
Factory, and motorcoach transportation. Visit 
Empire Mine & Nevada City trip, Fri., July 
15, includes guided tour of Empire Mine State 
Historic Park, an authentic miner's lunch, and a 
visit to Nevada City. Depart for Nevada City at 
7:15 a.m., return to Pleasanton at 6:30 p.m. Fee 
$65 members, $69 nonmembers, includes tour, 
lunch and motorcoach transportation. Signup at 
travel desk, Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. Information, 931-5370.

Nature Programs, Pleasanton City 
Naturalist Eric Nicholas will lead some unique 
outdoor adventures this spring. Please call (925) 
931-5340 for information or to register for any 
of these programs. The following programs are 
scheduled in the coming months: Free Tours of 
Alviso Adobe Community Park (ages 18+): 
Tours take place on the last Saturday and the 
second Sunday of each month from 2:00 to 3:00 
p.m. Meet at the Milking Barn. Walks with 
the Naturalist (all ages): Plan to get dirty on 
these treks. Bring water, a sense of adventure, 
and dress with weather in mind. Children under 
the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult 
during the entire hike. Fee is $6 for residents/$9 
for non-residents. Schedule: Callippe Preserve, 
Saturday, May 28, 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. (mod-
erate).  4th Annual Ladybug Release (ages 2 
to 12), Alviso Adobe Community Park, 3465 
Old Foothill Road, Saturday, May 21, 2:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Fee is $9 for residents/$12 
for non-residents.

Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR), Jose Maria Amador Chapter, 
Pleasanton, meets first Saturday of the month. 
Members are descendants of patriots of the 
American Revolution. Dedicated to preserving 
American history, promoting patriotism and 
securing America's future through educa-
tion. Please contact Ann at 510-507-5509 or  
anarciso@comcast.net for time and location.

Pacific Locomotive Association, non-
profit group operates the Niles Canyon Railroad 
between Fremont Niles District and Sunol. 
Volunteers are sought for the following glazier, 
painter, electrician, mechanic or welder to 
restore historic trains. Other volunteers can be 
a brakeman or brakewoman, shopkeeper, tree 
trimmer, docent, caterer or engineer. For more 
opportunities, call Rich Alexander at 510-996-
8420 or email pla_ncry@ncry.org.

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Christensen, 
Arroyo Seco and East Ave Schools, and Excep-
tional Needs Network and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in Livermore. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

RELIGION 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 

Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-

more, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is held 
at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church and reading 
room are located at Third and N Streets. The 
Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 
Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open 
and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for 
more information. 

Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 
to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
925-305-9468. 

Tri-Valley Unity Church, 2260 Camino 
Ramon, San Ramon. Class for children, ages 
1-10, during church service, 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
Ongoing adult classes and small groups. All 
are welcome. (925) 829-2733. www.trival-
leyunity.com

Community Bible Study Class, book of 
Luke will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church. CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all women, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30 a.m. beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, ser-
vices on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ All 
are welcome.

Stepping Stones on Grief Journey, Grief 
Ministry Workshop Spring 2011 Series, Catho-
lic Community of Pleasanton. Eight Thursday 
evenings, 7:30 p.m., April 7-June 2 at St. Eliza-
beth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. 
Preregistration is required. A one-time $15 
donation is requested. Open to all regardless of 
religious affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty, 
846-5377, for more information.

The deaf community is invited to worship 
at First Presbyterian Church in Livermore, 
where ASL translation will be provided every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. The church is located on 
the corner of 4th and L streets. 

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave., Liver-
more. Bible studies for all ages, including 21 

classes for adults every Sunday morning at 
9:45. Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. as well as 
6 p.m. There is also a Hot Topics Bible Study 
on Wednesday at 6:45 p.m. while children are 
in Children's choir and youth are in worship 
and other activities. 447-1848, www.trinity-
livermore.org.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, 
678 Enos Way, Livermore. Inquirers/confir-
mation class Sundays through May 22, 9:30 
to 11:15 a.m. All are welcome. Variety of 
subjects will be covered. Call The Rev. Debra 
Low-Skinner, 447-3289. 

 New Youth Programs now available dur-
ing Sunday service, 10 a.m., at Tri-Valley Unity 
Church, 2260 Camino Ramon, San Ramon. 
Children's program up to grade 5 , plus the 
dynamic new once monthly teen program for 
grades 6 through 12th. All are welcome. Rev. 
Harriet Hawkins, minister. www.trivalleyunity.
com (925) 829-2733.

Knowing Financial Peace, Tuesdays, 
beginning June 14 (13 weeks), 6:30-8:30pm 
CrossWinds Church, 6444 Sierra Court, 
Dublin. $100/family. This course utilizes 
Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University’s 
curriculum. Register at crosswindschurch.org. 
Questions, call 925-560-3800.

Film - Karol: The Pope, The Man, shown 
May 29, 2 to 5:30 p.m. St. Michael Church 
Parish Hall, 348 Maple St., Livermore. Feature 
film focuses on the papacy of John Paul II 
and the impact he had on the church and the 
world. Admission is free. For details, please 
visit http://stm-fet.blogspot.com click on "film 
showing: Karol: The Pope, The Man."

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews annual Lag 
B'Omer picnic on Sunday, May 22, from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Potluck feast and fun and 
games for all, including the famous watermelon 
toss and other favorites. Come to shmooze or 
to play on the playground. Tri-Valley Cultural 
Jews, RSVP (925) 485-1049. Athan Downs 
Park, 2975 Montevideo Drive, San Ramon.

 

The Food Pantry at Valley Bible 
Church first opened in March of 
2008 and has served over 200 
families and has distributed over 
80,000 food items to the Tri-Val-
ley Community.  The Food Pantry 
distributes food from 6:30pm to 
8:00pm on Thursday evenings 
each week.   Over the past few 
months, the needs have increased 
from 17 families to almost 28 
families per week.

At this time The Pantry is in 
need of food or cash donations to 
support this community service.  
Cash donations go directly to pur-
chasing food.  The pantry is staffed 
by volunteers from Valley Bible 
Church and the community and 
there are no administrative costs.

Suggestions for donation:  

canned and non-perishable items: 
canned vegetables or fruits, canned 
chicken, tuna, peanut butter, soups, 
pasta, rice, dry or canned beans, 
pasta sauces, juice, oil, sugar flour, 
sugar, dessert mixes, dried fruit, 
granola, energy bars, fruit juice, 
oatmeal, cereal, pancake mix

Ddonations of fresh fruits and 
vegetables are accepted on Thurs-
days only.  Volunteers will help 
harvest produce from a garden or 
fruit tree.

Donations can be placed in 
the food barrels at Valley Bible 
Church, 7106 Johnson Drive, in 
Pleasanton next to Club Sport or at 
Towne Center Books at 555 Main 
Street in Downtown Pleasanton. 

For more information, please 
call Kim Chew 925-462-0010.

Food Pantry in 
Need of Donations
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