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PETS OF THE WEEK
Kitten season is in full effect at Valley Humane Society!  
Come down to Kitty City and pick out the new 4-legged 
member of your family.  VHS is holding an Adoptathon 
on June 12 and 13- all adoptions are free (to good homes) 
on those days.  This event is sponsored by Maddie's 
Fund.  Visit Valley Humane Society at 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton, call VHS at 925-426-8656 or visit the web 
site www.valleyhumane.org for more information.
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Livermore Heritage Guild will hold its annual fund-raising auction Sat., May 29 at the Duarte 
Garage, corner of Portola and L Streets in Livermore. Auction preview is at 5 p.m. Dinner (charge) 
starts at 6 p.m. followed by the auction at 7 p.m. (no charge). Dinner tickets are available at the 
Carnegie Building, Third and J Street, Livermore. Dinner tickets in advance are $10; at the door 
$15. For more information, call 449-9927. Pictured looking over auction items are (left) Janet Von 
Toussaint and Marie Abbott.

Livermore VFW Post # 7265 
will be holding  Memorial Day 
Services at the three Livermore 
cemeteries, Monday, May 31. 

The Services will start at  
Roselawn Cemetery at 10:00 
a.m., followed by a service at St. 
Michael’s Cemetery cemetery 
at 11:00 a.m. The day will con-
clude with a service at Memory 
Gardens Cemetery at 11:30 a.m.  

 Organizations participating in 
the days services are the C.A.R., 
the D.A.R., the Boy Scouts of 
America, and the American 
Legion.

 The public is encouraged 
to attend.    It is an opportunity 
for remembering and honoring 
service men and women, past 
and present.

PLEASANTON:
In Pleasanton, the Memorial 

Day Ceremony will take place 
between 11 a.m. and noon at the 
Pleasanton Pioneer Cemetery, 
5780 Sunol Blvd.

Veterans groups will be par-
ticipating. 

In addition, the Pleasanton 
Community Concert Band will  
play between 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at the Cemetery. For 
information, call 443-5526 or 
846-5897.
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Kids tried out the equipment in a new play area at Bothwell Park in Livermore.  In addition to the 
play areas, there are picnic areas and two bocce courts. A park dedication ceremony is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Wednesday, June 2. The park is next to the Bothwell Arts Center at 8th and H Streets.
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Memorial 
Day Services 
Scheduled

Wings of Freedom tour will 
again bring rare World War II air-
craft to the Livermore Airport.

The Collings Foundation’s 
Living History Display of Air-
craft  May 30 to June 1 includes 
Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress 
“Nine O Nine,” Consolidated B-
24  Liberator “Witchcraft,” and 
North American P-51C Mustang 
“Betty Jane.” They will fly into 
the Livermore Airport on May 
30. Local citizens will have the 
opportunity to visit, explore, 
and ride these unique and rare 
treasures of aviation history. 
Local World War II veterans will 
discuss their experiences.

The B-17 “Nine O Nine” is 
one of only nine in flying condi-
tion in the United States. The 
B-24J and Dual Control P-51C 
Mustang are the sole remaining 
examples of their type flying in 
the world. 

Visitors are invited to tour 
the aircrafts inside and out for a 
$12 donation for adults and $6 
for children under 12.  World 
War II veterans can tour for free. 

World War II 
Planes Land 
In Livermore

(See PLANES, page 10)

The Pleasanton City Council 
allocated over $890,000 in com-
munity grants for the upcoming 
year.

There was no reduction in 
funding.

It was the first year that the 
city had streamlined its annual 
grant process to combine funding 
from community development 
block grant (CDBG), HOME, 
lower income housing funds and 
city grant general funds into a 
single housing and human ser-
vices grant program.

“I am glad we can provide 
these services,” declared Coun-
cilmember Cindy McGovern. “I 
think we need to talk more about 
what we are doing. These grants 
show that the city has a really 
big heart.”

Each year, the City of Pleasan-
ton receives an entitlement grant 
of federal Community Develop-

ment Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
through the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). This year, the amount is 
$323,922.   

Pleasanton also allocated 
$240,000 in federal HOME 
(HOME Investment Partnership 
Program) funds. The city con-
tributes money from its lower 
incoming housing funds and its 
general funds. This year, the 
city is providing $86,500 from 
its lower income funds and 
$170,000 from the general fund. 
Despite the downtown in the 
economy, Pleasanton funding 
of grants remains steady. The 
council approved a policy in 
the past that kept funding levels 
consistent during down years and 
increased funding when general 
fund revenues increased. 

The grant recommendations 

Pleasanton Grant Funding 
Remains at High Level

(See GRANTS, page 2)

Next year's 4th of July cele-
bration in Livermore is one of the 
programs on the chopping block 
as the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD) at-
tempts to balance its budget. In 
addition to reduction in programs 
and services, lay-offs of person-
nel are also recommended by 
General Manager Tim Barry.

LARPD is faced with with 
a projected budget deficit of 
$463,000 for the 2010-11 fiscal 
year. The Board of Directors held 
a workshop last week to discuss 
programs that could be elimated. 
No final decisions were made. 

The Board will discuss the 

4th of July Just One 
of Programs LARPD 
Considers Cutting

budget again at its June 16 meet-
ing, with plans to adopt a pre-
liminary budget on June 30.  
Final adoption of the budget is 
scheduled for Aug. 11.

The general manager told the 
board that the budget deficit is the 
result of several factors. There 
has been a decline in property 
tax revenues and a slowdown in 
housing starts. Retirement costs 
have increased, as has the cost 
of workers’ compensation insur-
ance and general liability insur-
ance. He said the option was to 
reduce programs and services or 
increase revenues. “The current 

(See LARPD, page 12)

By Patricia Koning
Livermore’s May Nissan 

Park was the site of one 36 rallies 
held statewide  last Wednesday 
by California Advocates United 
to Save Education (CAUSE), a 
group recently founded by the 

Public Education Workers Rally  
California School Employees 
Association (CSEA). 

“These rallies will send a 
message to stop the education 
cuts that are harming our schools 
and the students we serve,” said 
Arlene Cristobal, media coor-

dinator for the Livermore rally. 
“We are targeting legislators who 
have not signed our commitment 
card to vote against further cuts 
to education. Our goal is to hold 
them accountable and put a face 

(See RALLY, page 3)

As revenues continue to de-
cline, the City of Livermore is 
planning for additional service 
and staff reductions over the next 
two years.

There are projected shortfalls 
through 2012. Neither prop-
erty taxes nor sales tax, the two 
principle sources of money, are 
expected to increase. The sales 
tax income is projected to remain 
constant; property tax revenues 
will decline mainly due to a drop 
in property values.

To make up the shortfall this 

Livermore Looks at Closing Budget Deficits
fiscal year (2009-10), for the first 
time, Livermore will tap into its 
reserves. The city will take $5.5 
million from the economic uncer-
tainty fund, leaving $1.9 million 
in reserve.

There were questions from 
Councilmember Jeff Williams 
about whether the city could 
use capital improvement and 
redevelopment funds for other 
purposes such as operating costs 
and to pay salaries. The answer 
was, “no.” Redevelopment funds 
must be used within the redevel-

opment area on capital projects. 
The capital improvement budget 
funds come mainly from sources 
that are for specific projects, with 
29 percent coming from grants

Human Resources Manager 
Holly Brock-Cohn stated that 
for the first time assessed val-
ues of property have dropped. 
If a house is sold, it is sold at 
the lower assessed value. This 
will result in lower property tax 
income for the city for a long 
period of time. “The new reality 
is that property taxes will be at 

the 2005-06 levels. We need to 
make fairly permanent changes 
in how the city does business to 
allow for the decline,” she told 
the city council.

She said of the proposed re-
ductions in services and staff that 
many will need to be permanent. 
In the draft budget, 32 jobs are 
eliminated. Many are vacant. 
Twenty current staff members 
will be impacted by lay-offs. 
There are just over $5 million 
in spending cuts proposed each 
of the next two years. However, 

there are still projected shortfalls 
of $1.08 million in 2010-11 and 
$2 million in 2011-12 fiscal 
years.

The city plans to go back to its 
bargaining groups to ask for help 
in containing employee costs, 
which make up 70 percent of the 
city’s budget.

Representatives of three em-
ployee bargaining units were on 
hand Monday. They each said 
they are willing to sit down and 
discuss options.

(See BUDGET, page 3)

By Ron McNicoll
A suit filed against the state 

that seeks better more stable fund-
ing for public schools should help 
focus attention on changing how 
the state funds education, accord-
ing to Valley education leaders.

The suit, “Robles-Wong, et. 

Education Leaders Hope 
Suit Brings Funding Change

al., v. state of California,”  was 
filed May 20 in Alameda Supe-
rior Court. Maya Robles-Wong, 
an Alameda High School student, 
and 60 other students and their 
families, are the plaintiffs.

The families are joined as 
plaintiffs by the California PTA, 

the California School Boards 
Association (CSBA), and the 
Association of California School 
Administrators (ACSA).

The suit contends that the state 
has set goals for academic per-
formance, but has not provided 

(See LAWSUIT, page 4)

The City of San Francisco 
garbage, which has been hauled 
to the Altamont Landfill for dis-
posal, may instead be going to 
a landfill in Yuba County. That 
would mean that fees used to 
fund a variety of projects in the 
Valley would be substantially 
reduced. 

Waste taken to the Altamont 
Landfill generates a $1.55 per 
ton fee, of which 31 cents goes 
towards recycling education 
programs, 31 cents goes to Liver-
more as the host community, and 
93 cents is set aside to purchase 
open space in the east county 
area. The host fee goes to the 
Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center.

Representatives of Yuba 
County presented their case for 
support in stopping efforts to take 

San Francisco garbage to a site in 
their county.

They spoke at a meeting of the 
Altamont Landfill Open Space 
Advisory Committee. The com-
mittee makes recommendations 
on how to spend the open space 
money generated by the fee.

Representatives from the 
City of Livermore and Alameda 
County at the meeting said they 
would go back to their boards to 
discuss the issue.

San Francisco city officials 
have recommended the contract 
go to Recology (formerly Nor-
cal Waste Systems). Recology 
is proposing to dispose of San 
Francisco’s nonrecyclable trash 
at its Ostrom Road landfill in 
Yuba County, transporting it 
there by train. Currently the 

Yuba County Seeks Allies 
In Fight to Stop Recology  
Efforts to Switch Landfills

(See TRASH, page 2)
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The Livermore City Council 
endorsed a joint powers agree-
ment (JPA) that would autho-
rize combining two Alameda 
County transportation agencies 
into one.

The Alameda County Trans-
portation Commission (ACTC) 
would consolidate the Con-
gestion Management Agency 
(CMA) and Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement 
Agency (ACTIA).

The vote was 4 to 0 with Marj 
Leider absent.

Mayor Marshall Kamena said 
he didn’t like the idea, but would 
vote for it to ensure Livermore 
representation. “There is no 
benefit in voting ‘no.’ That would 
disenfranchise us altogether.”

Councilmember Jeff Williams 
pointed out during the discus-
sion that creating one agency 
will result in a reduction of 
representation from Livermore 
from three to one. “It looks like 

Livermore takes the biggest hit 
in representation.”

Kamena stated that Livermore 
is twenty times larger than Em-
eryville, yet had the same repre-
sentation on the new agency.

Board membership and votes 
are based on population.

The proposed 22-member 
ACTC board will be comprised 
of the Board of Supervisors, with 
six votes; two representatives 
from Oakland with four votes 
total, one representative each 
from Fremont and Hayward with 
two votes each, and one repre-
sentative each from the other 11 
cities in the county, AC Transit 
and BART. They will have one 
vote each.

Originally it was anticipated 
the new agency would begin op-
erating sometime in September. 
However, the timeline has been 
moved up to July.

Both ACTIA and CMA boards 
support the merger. It is seen as 

a cost saving measure enabling 
a reduction of $500,000 to $1 
million in cost each year as re-
dundancies are eliminated. The 
merger also creates one voice to 
advocate for and plan transporta-
tion projects.

Christine Monsen from AC-
TIA and Dennis Fay from CMA 
also talked about future funding 
options.

One would be a $10 vehicle 
registration fee. It is projected to 
raise about $11 million each year. 
Fay declared, “The money cannot 
be taken by the staff.”

Only a simple majority is 
required to approve the fee. Be-
cause it is a fee, the money has to 

benefit the automobile user. Fay 
said the goal is to have the fee on 
the 2010 November ballot.

A more long term funding 
source would be the extension 
of the current sales tax or an 
additional sales tax. The money 
is used not only for regional 
transportation projects, but also 
for local streets and roads, para-
transit and bicycle and pedestrian 
safety projects.

Over the next few years, 
a countywide transportation 
plan will be developed. It will 
include capital investment and 
operating costs. There would be 
an expenditure plan. The goal is 
November 2012 for a vote.

Livermore Endorses Transit Agency Merger, Despite 
Objections to Representation on New Board

are made by four city commis-
sions: Human Services, Housing, 
Civic Arts and Youth.

The Human Services and 
Housing Commissions allo-
cated $820,422 to a variety of 
programs. The largest grant of 
$178,139, went to housing reha-
bilitation programs that provides 
low interest loans and small 
grants to low income homeown-
ers to make necessary health and 
safety improvements. 

The Civic Arts and Youth 
Commissions awarded $67,258 
to 14 projects. Among those 
receiving funds were the Canta-
bella Children’s Chorus summer 
2010 opera workshop and perfor-
mances and the Pacific Chamber 
Symphony music instruction and 
clinics for the Tri-Valley Youth 
Orchestra. Several mental health 
programs were selected by the 
Youth Commission.

McGovern noted, “There 
are some very interesting pro-
grams here, including some 
new programs.” The YMCA is 
moving forward with elder care 

at Nielsen School and will help 
provide mental health services to 
adolescents.

Councilmembers suggested 
a needs assessment would be 
helpful in the future to determine 
what the needs are and where 
there are gaps in providing the 
services to meet those needs.

The city, in conjunction with 
Livermore and Dublin is embark-
ing on the needs assessment. It 
will take more than a year, only 
because there is a desire to in-
clude the latest census data. In the 
meantime, the Pleasanton Human 
Services Commission will look at 
how the city could better address 
needs until the assessment is 
completed. They will be holding 
workshops with various agencies 
to gain a better understanding on 
what each agency provides and 
what needs are not being met.

Councilmember Matt Sullivan 
commented, “This is the stuff 
government should be doing to 
help the community. There are 
people who care.”

GRANTS
(continued from page one)

waste is trucked to the Altamont 
Landfill.

Alameda County Planner Liz 
McElligott commented, “There 
would be a significant impact on 
the landfill and the amount of fees 
available for future open space 
acquisition.”

For Yuba County, the concern 
is over environmental impacts. 

Those present raised questions 
raised concerning the procedure 
San Francisco used in selecting 
Recology to collect and haul its 
trash.

Chris Gray, Chief of Staff 
to Supervisor Scott Haggerty, 
stated, “The San Francisco ad-
ministrative staff has already 
made a decision. The supervisors 
can vote down the contract.” 

Gray noted that it is in Recol-
ogy’s interest to make it cost as 
much as possible, because of the 
cost plus contract with the city. 
“Ratepayers pay for everything. 
The more Recology charges, the 
more money they make.” 

Gray said there is no permit; 
no train goes all the way from 
San Francisco to Yuba County; 
there are no facilities to handle 
the transfer of trash from trucks 
to trains. “There are a lot of unan-
swered questions. No EIR will be 
provided until after the contract 
is signed.”

Brigit Barnes, an attorney rep-
resenting YuGAG (Yuba County 
Group Against Garbage), talked 
about some of the environmental 
concerns. The landfill is located 
on a flood plain, near a slough. A 
dry creek, adjacent to the slough, 
is one of the major creeks that 
flows through farmland. There is 
a very low water table, five feet 
below ground. 

Barnes said there is some 
support for the project.  “Yuba 
County is one of the poorest 
counties. It needs money. San 
Francisco garbage is seen as a 
cash cow,” she stated. The fee is 
$2 a ton. The money goes into 
the general fund. “If we were 
unsuccessful in stopping this, it is 
important to obtain mitigation,” 
added Barnes.

However, there are reasons 
for Yuba County Supervisors to 
reject the Recology application.

It is estimated that 3000 tons a 
day would be sent to Yuba Coun-
ty. The site is permitted for that 
amount, said Barnes. However, 
there is already 800 tons a day 
coming in. It would be possible 
only to take an additional 2200 
tons per day.

She noted that San Francisco 
specifically requires the study of 
impacts on the host community. 
“They are ignoring the issues 
and keeping everything closed. 
No information will be available 
on the process used to select 
Recology until the decision goes 
to the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors.”. 

Chris Gray declared, “I think 
the process is more political than 

legal. San Francisco Supervisors 
have no access to information.” 
He stated, “If we don’t like the 
final decision, we can go to 
court.”

Wheatland resident Richard 
Paskowitz, a member of YuGAG, 
said the issue probably would end 
up in court. 

He estimated the county would 
receive $22 million over the ten 
year contract. He said there is 
concern that even if mitigation 
were approved, there is currently 
no oversight and little money to 
provide it. There is self-reporting 
by the company on the number 
of trucks, amount of tonnage and 
its content. “There is disregard 
for the people of impacted com-
munities.  Currently the dump 
is 221 to 261 acres. There are 
1700 acres available. Once they 
have in-roads, we think they 
want to make the area into a 
megadump.”

Paskowitz said that the landfill 
is on flat land. There is no cover 
available. That contrasts with 
the Altamont, where there are 
valleys and hills that are used to 
hide the garbage.  The mounds of 
garbage at the Yuba County site 
are permitted to rise to 265 feet. 
They represent the second high-
est man-made structure outside 
of Sacramento. Eventually, the 
mounds will impact air traffic at 
Beale Air Force Base, he stated.

Barnes pointed out that while 
Recology says they have all the 
permits in place, there are none 
for the rail spur that would need 
to be built in Yuba County. 

Dick Schneider, who repre-

sents the Sierra Club on the com-
mittee, said that the Sierra Club 
is conducting an analysis of the 
impacts and will come up with a 
position based on the information 
it collects. The club has ties to 
several San Francisco Supervi-
sors. “We have the potential to 
influence the outcome.”

David Tam said that there 
is no need to increase landfill 
space in other areas, because 
there is sufficient amount at the 
Altamont site. “We particularly 
don’t need more landfills in the 
Sierra foothills.”

Livermore Director of Com-
munity Development Marc Rob-
erts said that the goal is transpar-
ency of the selection of Recology 
so the process can be followed. 
He said that the Livermore City 
Council would be considering 
making a request for more trans-
parency.

Chris Gray said that the same 
recommendation will go to the 
Alameda County Board of Su-
pervisors. “The board will also 
develop options, if things don’t 
go well.”

The open space committee 
members said consideration is 
being given to amending the set-
tlement in order to bring in more 
money from the local landfill.

Chris Gray said that geo-
graphical limits would be the 
topic. Currently, there is a limit 
where trash taken to Altamont 
can originate from. “It’s a fair-
ness issue,” said Gray. “Other 
landfills can compete for trash 
contracts. Waste Management 
can’t.”

Zone 7 Water Agency Board President Dick Quigley (center) honors, from left, students Alina 
Sinclair, Bianca De, Steven Wang, Dibya Ghosh, Vishal Manickam and Paul Epperson. Their 
water-related projects received special Zone 7 awards during the recent Tri-Valley Science & 
Engineering Fair”

By Ron McNicoll
Zone 7 Water Agency direc-

tors have voted to explore be-
coming an agency independent 
of Alameda County govern-
ment.

The board voted 6-0 at its 
meeting May 19 to extend stud-
ies of how separation could be 
accomplished and what form it 
would take, if the board were 
to decide to take the definitive 
step.

The vote was not a decision 
to approve separation. Director 
Sandy Figuers was absent.

General manager Jill Duerig 
said that the county had not been 
comfortable moving ahead with 
the study to look at the financial 
aspects of a separation until Zone 
7 resolved employee issues. Now 
Zone 7 can pick up where it left 
off in the process of examining 
separation, she said, because 
employee matters have been 
addressed.

The employee issues arose 
last year. At that time some em-
ployees told the board that they 
had many unanswered questions 
about what civil service would 
look like for them if Zone 7 be-
came a separate agency. There 
were also issues around pensions 
and other financial consider-
ations.

Since then, management has 
conducted staff meetings with 
employees about what separation 
might look like. Also, a consul-
tant was hired to help facilitate 
change in the organizational 
culture among employees and 
the board to bring about a more 
trusting, cooperative and effi-
cient work atmosphere.

The organizational commu-
nications work is related to the 
long-range strategic plan that the 
agency is developing. It also is 
connected to the separation issue, 
because some employees feared 
potential changes in job security 
and benefits.

Zone 7 Agency Will Push 
On With Separation Study

TRASH
(continued from page one)

EMPLOYEES POLLED
ABOUT SEPARATION
A poll taken of the agency’s 

105 employees in late April by 
management showed that 55 
percent of them thought that 
separation from the county would 
be beneficial to Zone 7. Some 26 
percent disagreed, and 18 percent 
were neutral on the question. 
Some 92 employees responded 
to the poll, a return rate of 88 
percent.

Assistant general manager 
Vince Wong said that at the board 
meeting representatives from 
two of the four employee orga-
nizations expressed their concern 
about a lack of communication 
flowing to the unions or to the 
people they represent in the last 
few months.

“They agreed that going for-
ward together to find more infor-
mation (about separation) was 
something they could support,” 
said Wong. With that assurance, 
the board voted for the resolution 
to continue exploring separation, 
he said.

Exploring separation will in-
clude the agency’s flood control 
mission, as well as water deliv-
ery. Zone 7 gets its name from 
the county’s numbered sequence 
of flood control zones.

Zone 7 has enough indepen-
dence to plan its own budget 
for water and flood control, but 
must obtain county authorization 
for expenditures over a certain 
amount. This sometimes slows 
the ability to start projects.

Also, Zone 7 uses a good 
amount of staff time coordinat-
ing its own budget with the 
county’s budget. The expense 
of that would disappear if there 
were separation, said a consulting 
firm’s report.

YOUTHS, BUSINESSES
ARE AWARD WINNERS
The board honored young 

people who competed in an an-
nual science contest. The board 

also recognized Wente Vineyards 
Event Center and Restaurant and 
the Ruby Hill Golf Course.

Wente was honored as a cer-
tified green business. The golf 
course’s water conservation ef-
fort was recognized and given a 
$5000 award. Ruby Hill installed 
weather-based irrigation control-
lers to cut down water use.

Zone 7 honored the youths 
for their water-related science 
projects, which were part of the 
Tri-Valley Science Fair spon-
sored by LLNL.

Paul Epperson and Steven 
Wang, 8th-graders at the Liver-
more Valley Charter School, 
were recognized for their study, 
“Creating an Energy- efficient 
Solar Powered Water Desalina-
tion Apparatus.” They spent two 
months building the solar panel, 
which they soldered themselves. 
They tested coatings on resist-
ers.

Bianca De, an 8th-grader 
at Windemere Ranch Middle 
School in San Ramon, was hon-
ored for her study, “Can the Sun 
Make Seawater Drinkable?” The 
answer was yes, as solar disinfec-
tion applied over six hours was 
more effective than just plain 
distillation of the water.

Dibya Jyoti Ghosh and Vishal 
Manickam of Iron Horse Middle 
School in San Ramon were 
recognized for their study of 
desalination. The two 7th-grad-
ers found that a combination of 
distillation and electrolysis could 
desalinate water. The result could 
be used for agriculture, but was 
too salty to drink.

Alina Sinclair, a freshman at 
San Ramon Valley High school in 
Danville, was recognized for her 
study, “The Effect of Artificial 
Turf Athletic Field Runoff on 
Planaria Dugesia.” She found 
that the runoff has had harmful 
effects on freshwater flatworms 
that are commonly found in 
creeks.
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Traumatic Brain Injury Law OKed
A bipartisan bill authored by Congressman 

Jerry McNerney (CA-11) to improve care for 
veterans was signed into law earlier this month.  
The legislation will help address the needs of vet-
erans who have suffered traumatic brain injuries 
(TBI), a wound frequently sustained by service 
members in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

“Our men and women in uniform have earned 
the best possible medical care,” said McNerney.  
“It’s up to us to make sure they get that care when 
they return home.  Unfortunately, the signature 
wounds of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan 
are traumatic brain injuries.  I wrote this law so 
that the Department of Veterans Affairs will be 
better equipped to provide treatment for our vet-
erans who suffer from these severe injuries.”

Congressman McNerney’s bill helps develop 
policies for better care and rehabilitation of vet-
erans with traumatic brain injuries by establishing 
a special panel to assess how well the VA treats 
veterans with TBI and make recommendations 
for improvement.  It will also help establish TBI-
specific education and training programs for VA 
health professionals.

 According to the Defense and Brain Injury 
Center, a collaboration of the Department of 
Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the leading cause of TBI among active duty 
military personnel serving in war zones are 
blasts.  Other leading causes of TBI in military 
personnel include gunfire and shrapnel.  Since 
2000, the number of service members diagnosed 
with TBI has increased from 10,963 to 27,862 as 
of December 2009.

Congressman McNerney’s bill was signed 
into law May 5, 2010 as part of the comprehen-
sive Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health 
Services Act. 

Major Swim Meet in Pleasanton
The City of Pleasanton’s Dolores Bengtson 

Aquatic Center will be the host site for a com-
petitive swim meet in the coming weeks. The 
Pleasanton Seahawks Swim team will host the 
Junior Plus 2010 meet during the weekend of 
June 5 and 6. The meet is expected to draw about 
900 swimmers and spectators who will begin to 
arrive each morning at 7:00 a.m. The meet will 
continue through 5:30 p.m. each day.

The City of Pleasanton has worked with the 
Seahawks to develop plans for a successful 
competition and reduced impact on the neighbor-
hoods surrounding the Aquatic Center, located at 
4455 Black Avenue near Santa Rita Road.

Congested traffic conditions may occur on 
Santa Rita Road and Black Avenue each morn-
ing as the swimmers begin to arrive for the day’s 
competition. Accordingly, City staff has devel-
oped a traffic flow system for the Aquatic Center 
to facilitate competitor drop-off. Participants 

have been notified of pre-designated parking 
locations that would reduce the impacts on the 
surrounding neighborhoods.

For more information, please contact Ian 
Anderson at (925) 931-3423.

Proposed Changes to Bus Routes
The Livermore Amador Valley Transit Author-

ity (LAVTA), operator of the Wheels bus system, 
is conducting a series of public workshops to 
receive citizen comment on a proposal to make 
modifications and reductions to its fixed-route 
service recommended for fall 2010 and January 
2011. At these informal meetings, LAVTA staff 
will make a brief presentation, distribute map and 
schedule information, and be available to discuss 
one-on-one service questions. 

Routes and services areas under review in-
clude 10, 601, 602, 612. The Pleasanton meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, June 15, 5:30 - 7:45 
p.m. at the Veterans’ Hall, 301 Main Street. 
Complete information is available at www.
wheelsbus.com.

Some of the proposed changes include:
Elimination of Overflow Buses on Routes 601, 

602, and 611:  Ridership has been declining on 
these school tripper routes; thus current passenger 
loads warrant the elimination of some overflow 
vehicles.  Neighborhoods and schools will still 
be served, but with fewer buses. This may result 
in some standees on routes similar to mainline 
Wheels routes.  Proposed change would take 
effect in Fall 2010.

Discontinuation of Route 612: Proposal rec-
ommends elimination of this service due to low 
ridership.  Proposed change would take effect 
in Fall 2010.  Service would be restructured to 
maintain service to the Del Prado Park neigh-
borhood.

Reduction of Route 10 service to 30 Minute 
Weekday Service and Launch of New Rapid Bus 
Service: The proposed change eliminates 15 min-
ute peak only service on Route 10 and proposes 
operating the Route 10 at 30 minute frequencies 
all day long on weekdays.  This change will be 
made in conjunction with the launch of the new 
Tri-Valley RAPID which will be introduced in 
January 2011.  The Rapid bus service will operate 
along East Avenue, Railroad/Stanley, Isabel/Jack 
London Blvd., and Dublin Blvd to the Stoneridge 
Mall including the Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
Station.  The Tri-Valley Rapid will operate every 
10 minutes during the peak commute hours and 
every 15 minutes during the non-peak hours. 
Overall, riders will see improved and faster ser-
vice along corridors served by the Rapid.  The 
new Rapid will serve the current BART Station 
as well as the soon to be opened West Dublin/
Pleasanton BART Station.  

For more information on the Tri-Valley Rapid, 
visit www.trivalleyrapid.com.

to the action.”
Livermore was chosen as 

a rally site because of Assem-
blymembers Joan Buchanan (15th 
District), whose District includes 
Livermore and many cities in 
Contra Costa County, and Mary 
Hayashi (18th District), whose 
district includes San Leandro, 
Hayward, Dublin, and parts of 
Castro Valley and Pleasanton. 
Neither has signed CAUSE’s 
“Promise to our Students” card—
in fact only 11 state lawmakers 
have signed so far. Livermore 
was the only rally site in the East 
Bay; other rallies were held in 
San Jose, San Mateo, Petaluma, 
Stockton, and Vallejo. 

The rally drew school em-
ployees and supporters from 
Livermore, Pleasanton, Castro 
Valley, Hayward, Lafayette, 
Alameda, and other area school 
districts. Cynthia Rosenthal, an 
attendance clerk in the Alameda 
Unified School District, made the 
trip to Livermore to help support 
the cause. “Education is very 
important to me,” she said. “The 
education system is falling apart. 
I’m watching as we lose teachers, 
jobs, and classes. I just wonder 
what will happen to our kids.”

Approximately 100 school 
employees, family members, 
and other supporters marched 
along Rincon Avenue carrying 
signs and chanting in support of 
education funding. Several boys 
from the nearby Marylin Avenue 
Elementary School happened 
upon the rally and joined in the 
chanting.

The group later moved back 
to May Nissan Park. A number of 
different speakers, some CSEA 
representatives and some school 
employees, spoke on the issue 
and the need for action. The 
May 19 rallies were purposely 
held during Classified School 
Employee Week (May 16-22). 
“It’s interesting that as our school 
districts are giving us pink slips 
we are also celebrating the work 

we do,” said CSEA Area 3 Direc-
tor Cindy Zecher. 

Lucy Clark, a CSEA Senior 
Labor Relations Representative, 
began her speech by pointing 
out a stark reality: over the last 
year, CSEA has lost about 7,000 
members due to layoffs. “We 
have a unique opportunity right 
now,” she said. “We can lead the 
charge to make education fund-
ing a priority. That’s why CSEA 
started CAUSE. Other states 
have done it and so can we. We’ll 
remember today as the day we 
stood up and made education a 
priority in this state. Today is the 
day we said no: no more layoffs, 
no more school closures, and no 
more furlough days.”

Tiffany Easley, president of 
the Lafayette CSEA chapter and 
an employee in the Lafayette 
School District, shared her story 
of becoming a mother at age 
14 and finding a new home at a 
continuation school. She went on 

to graduate from high school at 
age 16 and finish college. Her son 
will graduate from high school 
next month. 

“They are cutting education 
like it is a luxury. They say we 
can do without, that the basics are 
all we need,” she said. “Some-
times the basics are not enough. 
It would not have been enough to 
get me through. It’s our responsi-
bility to make sure these kids get 
the education they deserve.”

A 14-year-old student at Bo-
hannon Middle School in San 
Lorenzo spoke about how his 
favorite place to go after school is 
the library. “Thanks to the gove-
nator, it’s going away,” he said. 
“I’m getting kind of afraid. It’s 
getting scary and a kid my age 
shouldn’t have to be scared.”

The CSEA leaders promised 
that the statewide rallies are 
the start to a much larger cam-
paign. For more information on 
CAUSE, visit the website www.
cause4education.com.

 

RALLY
(continued from page one)

Glenn Robbins is president 
of the Livermore Police Officers 
Association. While expressing 
a willingness to help, Robbins 
voiced concern about safety in 
the city if reductions in staffing 
move forward. 

The budget recommendation 
is to leave 9.5 vacant positions 
unfilled. In addition, the crossing 
guard contract is proposed to be 
cancelled and volunteers used. 
Recruitment to replace police 
officer positions would be slowed 
down.

Robbins noted that staff levels 
had already been reduced to 93 
positions. “I am concerned about 
the safety of the community and 
the officers. Police and fire were 
the top priorities mentioned in 
budget workshops.” He noted 
that the police had given up its 
three and a quarter percent raise 
last year.

Jason Solak represented the 
115 member Firefighters Local 
#1974. He was interested in talks 
that would result in no lay-offs or 
closure of a fire station. 

The draft budget includes 
the closure of the fire station at 
the airport and the elimination 
of the six positions. Those posi-
tions would be absorbed into the 
department as there are a number 
of vacant positions.

Solak stated, “I am confident 

we can come up with amicable 
and humanistic cuts. It is im-
perative that we keep people on 
the streets to provide the service 
the community needs and de-
serves.”

Steve Stewart, president of 
the. Municipal Employees Nego-
tiating Association (MEAN), ad-
dressed the council.  He pointed 
out that the union had contributed 
the highest cost savings last fall 
when agreeing to contribute 4 
percent more towards retirement. 
“We were the only group whose 
take-home pay was reduced.”

“We were hardest hit by lay-
offs last year. The message in 
the upcoming budget is that the 
burden again will be born by 
MEAN. These are some of the 
lowest paid employees. They 
have been responsible for the 
positive responses to surveys 
concerning services provided by 
the city. MEAN does not advo-
cate cutting pay. However, we 
ask respectfully that reductions 
occur across all employee levels 
and bargaining units,” stated 
Stewart.

The Redevelopment Agency 
(RDA) also faces reductions in 
income. The decline in property 
values has an impact, because 
property tax increments fund the 
agency. In addition, the state has 

taken $1.5 million this year and 
will take $300,000 next year from 
the RDA.  

Marc Roberts, community 
development director, noted that 
a large number of businesses had 
been added in the downtown. 
“We have done well in compari-
son to other downtowns.”

Projects for the 2010-2012 
period include selecting devel-
opers and breaking ground on 
Livermore Village, Chestnut 
Mall, Harris, Kibbler and Greiner 
properties and the hotel project. 
In addition, plans are to facilitate 
development of the regional 
performing arts theater, coordi-
nate with BART on planning a 
downtown station, and continue 
the incentive programs used to 
lure and retain businesses to the 
downtown.

There was a question about 
tapping into the emergency re-
serves of $13 million. Brock-
Cohn said the funds are primarily 
meant for use in the event of a 
major disaster.

City Manager Linda Barton 
said staff tried to identify core 
services that should and must 
be provided. Other services 
were evaluated. Community 
workshops and council priorities 
were used to determine where 
cuts could be made. The goal is 
a stable, sustainable organization. 

If we right-size, I believe we can 
bring expenditures and revenues 
in line, creating an organization 
that can be sustained over the 
next several years.”

Asked about senior staff, Bar-
ton said that they had received 
no salary increases last year and 
would not be receiving them this 
year. They will be picking of 
three percent of their retirement 
packages each year for the next 
two years and reducing medical 
benefits by ten percent. 

Mayor Marshall Kamena 
commented that it appears there 
is a long term problem.

Barton declared, “We have to 
adapt to a new reality.”

Kamena noted that no final 
decisions have been made with 
regard to the budget. “It’s my be-
lief it will reflect much of what is 
in the draft. If we find other ways 
to make it easier on employees, 
we will do so.”

Councilmember John March-
and stated, “We have a remark-
able staff. That’s why this is so 
gut-wrenching for all of us. These 
are unprecedented times.”

Councilmember Doug Horner 
said he hopes that cuts are as 
equitable as possible across all 
bargaining units, so one group 
doesn’t feel it is bearing the full 
brunt of the reductions.

BUDGET
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Short-sighted Decision
Education workers and leaders are making a push to 

reform the way education is funded in the State of Cali-
fornia.

California Advocates United to Save Education 
(CAUSE), a group recently founded by the California 
School Employees Association (CSEA), held rallies to 
advocate for reform. 

One participant at the rally stated, “They are cutting 
education like it is a luxury. They say we can do without, 
that the basics are all we need. It’s our responsibility to 
make sure these kids get the education they deserve.”

The CSEA leaders promised that the statewide rallies 
are the start to a much larger campaign.

Education leaders took a more concrete step, filing 
a lawsuit against the state that seeks better, more stable 
funding for public schools.

Pleasanton School Board president Chris Grant pointed 
out that California is ranked among the two or three low-
est funded per pupil state of all those in the nation, has 
the largest class sizes of any state, and the fewest school 
librarians per 1000 students. “You have to question the 
wisdom of the governor and Legislature in reducing school 
funding.”

We would indeed question the wisdom. Focus has been 
in bringing back the economy as a way to fill the state’s 
coffers. 

Those who want the attention on the economy would 
do well to look at education as a required element.  An 
educated workforce is essential to fill the high paying 
technical jobs the state says it wants to develop. If the goal 
is high tech, high paying jobs, cutting back on education 
is very short-sighted.

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.).

 
 

Vote Yes on D
Patricia Belding
Pleasanton

 I am writing regarding Mea-
sure D.  I am concerned that 
people have misleadingly been 
told that voting against Measure 
D will mean no development in 
the hills. 

 If "No on D" wins, it will 
mean that the City of Pleasan-
ton will lose almost 500 acres 
of open space AND there will 
more than likely be more than 
the fifty-one houses planned 
for these hills.  The property 
owners have a right to develop 
their land, and a new plan will 
probably mean more houses and 
less parkland.  Measure D is not 
a choice between building on the 
hills or not building.  Measure D 
is an opportunity to minimize the 
number of houses and maximize 
the open space.

 I have been up on the hills 
of this property and have seen 
that this plan limits many of the 
fifty-one houses to one story and 
proposes to nest them within the 
trees, preserving the view from 
Pleasanton.  Please join me in 
voting "Yes" on this plan so we 
can keep the benefits of all this 
open space for Pleasanton.

Yes on Public Open Space
Gerry Brunken
Pleasanton

No on D claims they are 
"grass roots," just scraping by to 
try and beat the large developer. 
Their grass roots have plenty of 
"green." No on D is supported by 
homeowners living in Grey Eagle 
and Kottinger Ranch, custom, 
high end homes, some estate 
size. No on D demonizes the Oak 
Grove landowners for protect-
ing their property rights while 
presenting the adjacent property 
owners, who have considerable 
self-interest in opposing this 
project, as somehow being grass 
roots.

No on D claims the grading 
required for Oak Grove roads and 
51 home pads is environmentally 
bad. The last phase of Kottinger 
Ranch required 25 percent more 
grading than will take place on 
the entire Oak Grove site. Re-
member the Grey Eagle project? 
The grading for those homes 
was very substantial, and, of 
course, those homes are on top 
of the "ridges" and highly visible. 
Double standard?

Please put the issue of ridge-
line location to rest by reviewing 
the map on page 60 of the sample 
ballot info booklet showing the 
location of the housing pad sites 
and the regional trail. The last 
home pad is 200 feet below the 
ridgeline. The public trail is on 
the ridgeline.

Oak Grove will be a lovely 
neighborhood similar to those 
adjacent to it. It will secure 496 
acres of public open space and 
trails for all to enjoy and will ben-
efit our city for years to come.

Yes on D. It's good for Pleas-
anton.

No on Measure D
Bonnie and Fred Krichbaum
Pleasanton

We are voting NO on measure 

D.  As residents of Pleasanton for 
over forty years, we have seen 
many changes take place here, 
some good, some not so good.  
But, the best decisions seem to 
always be the ones supported 
by the people who live here, not 
huge, outside money interests.  
If this development is approved, 
there would be hillsides dozed 
away, trees uprooted and de-
stroyed, changes made to our 
environment, views and commu-
nity that cannot ever be undone.  
Please beware, this plan needs 
so much more work.  Join us in 
voting NO on measure D.  

Vote No on D
Lou Astbury
Pleasanton

Please vote NO on Measure D 
and the Oak Grove project.  PBS 
recently aired the Ken Burns’ 
documentary, “The National 
Parks:  America’s Best Idea."  It 
illustrated the grand struggle to 
preserve natural beauty without 
bad compromises.  Oak Grove 
represents a bad compromise.  
It violates Measure PP (which 
prevents future ridgeline devel-
opment), which was passed by 
an overwhelming majority of 
Pleasanton’s voters. The project 
predates Measure PP and is only 
on the ballot because three mem-
bers of City Council with close 
ties to the developer continue to 
support it (despite the subsequent 
passing of PP). Can you imagine 
if Yosemite National Park were 
a short trail through the valley 
exchanged for a 12,000 sq. ft. 
mansion atop a flattened Half 
Dome, after 43 ft. was graded 
off the top?  The Southeast Hills 
of Pleasanton are indeed on a 
smaller scale, but just as precious 
to the City of Pleasanton.

Yes, developments provide 
funds to the City, but a more 
environmentally sound project 
in compliance with Measure 
PP could have the same eco-
nomic benefit that is provided 
by future homeowners (not the 
developer).

Do not be deceived by the me-
dia blitz paid for by the develop-
ers  (a development conglomer-
ate, not a small Pleasanton family 
rancher).  Please vote NO.

No on Measure D
Bill Raznick
Pleasanton

Oak Grove could have been 
a sensible development that all 
Pleasanton could have embraced. 
Instead a very, very wealthy land 
speculator/developer got very, 
very greedy.

They decided to build huge 
mansions on top of our beautiful 
ridgelines to maximize profits.  
They will need to bulldoze those 
ridgelines and dump the remains 
in the valleys below.  They will 
need to cut down countless old 
standing  oak trees.

They submitted a plan that 
has absolutely no restrictions on 
energy or water usage.  Those 
51 mansions will use the  energy 
and power of 250 normal sized 
homes.

They sued the city and one of 
its most concerned citizens cost-
ing us thousands of dollars to de-
fend.  The Appeals Court and the 
California Supreme Court found 
that they had no basis for that 
suit. Their motive was to bully 
us into submission with dollars 
and high priced lawyers.

Now they are sending out 
countless mailers using decep-
tive arguments trying to buy our 
votes.  Their opposition, Save 
Pleasanton Hills, cannot afford 
to send out one of those mailers.  
Instead our volunteers must walk 
door to door to place our informa-
tion under your door mat.

Please become informed  and 
tell  this greedy developer that the 
citizens of Pleasanton cannot be 
bought, tricked or bullied.  Vote 
no Measure D. 

Vote No on Measure D
Anne Fox
Pleasanton

The Lins have spent over 
$1,000,000 in campaign con-
tributions to foist their sprawl 
developments on us.

How?  Because through their 
local proxies, the Lins, who are 
Taiwanese land speculators, sued 
the State to overturn the Political 
Reform Act's ban on those living 
overseas from contributing to lo-
cal and state ballot measures.

Hong Yao Lin spent a whop-
ping $440,000 to oppose a 
Tri-Valley initiative to prevent 
ridgetop houses and on slopes 
greater than 20%.  And prior to 
that, Lins spent over $500,000 
on ballot measures for Kottinger 
Hills and massive subdivisions in 
East Dublin. 

To silence the voters, when 
Pleasanton citizens started an 
initiative to prevent ridgetop 
houses and on slopes greater than 
25% and to referend Oak Grove, 
Hong Yao Lin spent $37,841.07 
via a recipient committee to stop 
signatures from being gathered, 
which was run by Jerry Thorne's 

treasurer and Hosterman and 
Cook-Kallio's campaign political 
consultant. 

Now the developer is bom-
barding residents with fancy 
PR-created mailers, letters and 
telephone calls with false infor-
mation.  They are even trying to 
fool voters saying the houses are 
on flat land, not on the ridgelines.  
Don't believe the developer's web 
of deceit!

On June 8th, Vote No on 
Measure D.

What a scam!
Susan Steinberg
Livermore

I have just received another 
deceptive election mailer pro-
claiming: “Vote for a Greener 
California." The accompanying 
photo of a lush forest shading a 
rippling stream is appealing, as 
carefully calculated by the corpo-
rate scoundrels who financed this 
travesty of environmentalism.

Their equally appealing logo, 
“Californians Vote Green” adorns 
the list of suggested “YES” votes, 
including Props 16 and 17, those 
two self-serving measures being 
massively advertised by PG&E 
and Mercury Insurance.

Both companies stand to profit 
hugely if their propositions win, 
so of course a few million dollars 
of PR is a drop in the bucket. 
There is nothing Green about 
these measures, except the dol-
lars sucked out of taxpayers’ 
wallets if they pass.

Outsmart the corporate vil-
lains – VOTE NO on Props 16 
and 17 !

 
Oak Grove Opposed
Preserve Area Ridgelands 
Committee

The Board of Directors of 
the Preserve Area Ridgelands 
Committee (PARC) opposes Oak 
Grove.

The three primary reasons 
for PARC opposing the proposal 
are:

1. Grading Ridgetops with 
Unstable Soils to Make Flat 
Pads for Housing: The 1996 
Pleasanton General Plan has 
preservation of the scenic views 
of the Southeast Hills as a policy, 
and the Municipal Code has 
Hillside Planned Development 
provisions. In spite of these 
policies being incompatible with 
the Oak Grove ridgetop housing 
approach, the City approved the 
Oak Grove development plan, 
an environmentally destructive 
project which involves invasive 
roadcuts and scarring ridgeline 
development, along the main 
ridge called Kottinger Ridge. 
Voters established protections 
for the County’s ridgelines and 
viewsheds with November 2000 
County Measure D, which pro-
hibits rooftops from protruding 
over ridgetops or hilltops and 
prohibits houses from being 
built on slopes greater than 20%. 
The Oak Grove project would 
not be allowed anywhere in the 
East County Area of Alameda 
County.

The plan does not preserve the 
ridgelines and does not preserve 
the scenic views. Instead, the plan 
scrapes off up to 43 feet off the 
top of ridgetops to make flat pads 
for housing, then places .7 mil-
lion cubic yards of excavated dirt 
in a 26 acre dumping area. Most 
of the property area is steeply 
sloped with slopes greater than 
25%. Pleasanton’s General Plan 
identifies most areas of slopes 
greater than 25% as unbuildable 
terrain and has specified these 
as “Public Health and Safety,” a 
land use designation that restricts 
development. 

2. Portion of Project Out-
side of County Voter-Approved 
Urban Growth Boundary: The 
Oak Grove proposal includes 
a water tank outside the Urban 
Growth Boundary. The Urban 
Growth Boundary for the East 
County Area Plan was approved 
by county voters in 2000. We are 
surprised that Pleasanton would 
place infrastructure to support a 
Pleasanton subdivision outside 
of the East County voter-ap-
proved Urban Growth Boundary 
without voter approval to adjust 
the Urban Growth Boundary 
outward. The entire project must 
be resubmitted to be within the 
Urban Growth Boundary.

3. Not Properly Vetted: A 20-
unit development plan discussed 
in the Kottinger Hills EIR as the 
environmentally superior alter-
native should have served as a 
starting point for discussions to 
explore what would be put on 
the drawing board for the revised 
plan. Instead, a predetermined 
development approach of houses 
on the ridgetops was submitted to 
the City. Prior to that, there were 
no community workshops to 
determine what would be a more 
acceptable approach. Though the 
number of house sites decreased 
from 98 to 51, it did not meaning-
fully reduce the footprint of the 
development, because the sizes 
of the houses in the 51 mansion 
plan were doubled or tripled in 
size. 

Three city councilmembers 
who voted in favor of the project 
have publicly stated recently that 
the housing is not on ridgelines. 

From the Initial Scoping meeting 
in February 2005 to the project 
approval in November 2007, 
this was discussed numerous 
times within the minutes of city 
meetings. Furthermore, there 
are several hundred references 
to this in the text of the project 
materials, the Draft and Final EIR 
and in the exhibits. This would 
lead us to question whether the 
DEIR and Final EIR were even 
distributed to the elected offi-
cials, and if some of the elected 
officials even read the materials. 
CEQA documents that are not 
read by elected officials cannot 
be properly vetted. The end result 
is the development plan was not 
properly vetted, the Planning 
Commission found the EIR de-
fective and was removed from 
the review process. The City 
Council approved a development 
plan with numerous errors, as 
indicated to the approval ordi-
nance referring to lots that are not 
supposed to even exist (Lot 54) 
and considerable inconsistencies 
regarding whether trails are for 
public use or are for Oak Grove 
and Kottinger Ranch homeown-
ers only.

Next Steps: The developer 
should resubmit a proposal that 
protects the scenic views of the 
Southeast Hills as outlined by 
Measure PP. In this way, houses 
can be constructed on more stable 
soil, and as shown in the diagram 
from the City of Novato’s mu-
nicipal code, the natural terrain of 
the ridgeline will be retained.

On the other hand, since the 
property falls under the original 
Multijurisdictional Ridgelands 
Study Area, which has been used 
by the East Bay Regional Parks 
District as a roadmap to purchas-
ing open space, the EBRPD may 
be more than delighted to enter 
into negotiations to purchase the 
property. Pleasanton has funds 
that can be used to contribute to 
its purchase. The Altamont Set-
tlement Agreement fund which 
allocates $.75 per ton of trash 
dumped in the Altamont Land-
fill to an Open Space Account 
specifically for the purchase of 
open space, currently has several 
million dollars within this fund. 
Pleasanton is allowed to use 
20% of the fund for purchase of 
Pleasanton open space, which is 
conditional upon a three way vote 
of Pleasanton, Alameda County, 
and the Sierra Club.

PARC has posted several city-
prepared diagrams of the subject 
property including site con-
straints, features, and slope analy-
sis on PARC’s Facebook page at: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Preserve-Area-Ridgelands-Com-
mittee/112623888780268

No on Measure D
Philip J. Blank
Pleasanton

I recently wrote a letter op-
posing Measure D due to the 
City Council’s irresponsible 
approval of the Conditions of 
Approval and the Development 
Agreement without them being 
vetted carefully by the Planning 
Commission.

Here are just two examples 
from the Development Agree-
ment (which is in the voter 
pamphlet):

•  Section 6.05(c) Prohibits 
the City from any “Limit or 
control of the location of build-
ings, structures, grading or other 
improvements of the project…”.  
The zoning administrator and 
Planning Department will be 
powerless to modify anything 
(placement, orientation of build-
ings etc.) in this project that the 
developer disagrees with.

•  Section 6.05 (i) Prohibits 
the City from imposing “…any 
condition, dedication or other 
extraction not specifically autho-
rized by Applicable Law.”  This 
prevents the Planning Depart-
ment from making ANY changes 
that the developer does not agree 
with.  Basically, it grants ‘carte 
blanche’ to the developer once 
this project is approved.

So much for each lot being 
individual approved.

In my opinion, conditions 
such as these would have never 
made it past the Planning Com-
mission and should have been 
brought forward for public re-
view.  By approving this docu-
ment and overriding the Planning 
Commission’s disapproval of this 
project, the City Council majority 
has done a great disservice to the 
Citizens of Pleasanton.

Vote No on Measure D. 

BART Alignment
Tamara Reus, President
Friends of the Vineyards

On behalf of Friends of the 
Vineyards, I want to commend 
the Livermore City Council on 
its recommendation in support 
of the BART route designated as 
alternative 2B, the Downtown/
Vasco route. Route 2B is the best 
choice for our community and the 
region. It will further support the 
revitalization of the downtown, 
and is environmentally the best 
choice for Livermore. Modern 
city planning considerations and 
funding requirements for transit-
oriented development say that the 
City’s choice of Downtown/Vas-

(continued on page 5)

adequate funding to boost the 
educational programs needed to 
help every student achieve those 
standards.

The suit is somewhat similar 
to 27 other lawsuits against leg-
islatures in other states concern-
ing school financing funding 
adequacy, which were decided 
between 1989 and 2004. Those 
suits attempted to obtain more 
financing for predominately 
minority or low-income schools, 
which plaintiffs said were not 
funded equitably.

Plaintiffs were victorious in 
24 of the 27 suits, winning mil-
lions, sometimes billions, more 
money for the schools in those 
states, according to the Advocacy 
Center for Children’s Educational 
Success with Standards.

However, the Robles-Wong 
suit is not tied to minorities 
or low- income students. The 
suit argues that all students are 
penalized by an unreliable fund-
ing mechanism that has brought 
teacher and other staff layoffs 
to virtually all of the state’s 
1000 public school districts. 
Increases in class sizes and other 
adjustments forced by economics 
have impaired tools designed to 
improve students’ education, the 
plaintiffs say.

VALLEY SUPPORTS
CHANGE IN FUNDING
The lawsuit comes at a time 

when the Pleasanton and Liver-
more school districts have con-
tinued to lay off teachers, ad-
ministrators and classified staff,  
starting in the 2007/08 school 
year.

The Livermore school district 
has lost “staggering numbers” of 
staff in the past three years, said 
school board president Stewart 
Gary. Approximately 491 people 
have been laid off during that 
period. Some 204 are certificated 
staff, 278 are classified employ-
ees and nine are administrators.

“We’ve taken $22.2 million 
from the budget (over the three 
years). We need to take another 
$4.5 million out of the budget for 
2011/12,” said Gary.

The district must struggle 
to maintain a 3 percent reserve 
in its general fund, or the state 
eventually could take it over, 
added Gary.

“Something has to break the 
gridlock (in Sacramento). I don’t 
think anyone at the local district 
level knows what one tool will be 
best. However, the current convo-
luted Prop. 98 funding formula is 
vague, or gray. The governor and 
Legislature create uncertainty or 
mayhem,” said Gary.

Pleasanton school board 
president Chris Grant stated, 
“Districts up and down the state 
are in a perilous situation. We’ve 
lost nearly $20 million in funding 
(last year, this fiscal year, and 
next year).

“When you look at California 
ranking among the two or three 

lowest funded per pupil of all 
states in the nation, the largest 
class sizes of any state, and the 
fewest school librarians per 1000 
students, you have to question 
the wisdom of the governor and 
Legislature,” said Grant.

Joan Laursen, president of the 
Pleasanton PTA Council, said 
that even if the suit were success-
ful, the results could take a long 
time to bring aid to schools. It 
will have to work its way through 
the courts, likely being appealed 
by one side or the other, for sev-
eral years.

However, just filing the suit 
might motivate the Legislature 
to begin in earnest to find better 
long-term financing solutions, 
declared Laursen.

SUIT SAYS FINANCING
IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL

The suit’s specific point of 
dispute with the state is a phrase 
in the California constitution that 
reads, “from all state revenues 
there shall first be set apart the 
monies to be applied by the State 
for support of the public school 
system.”

The suit contends that the 
Legislature and Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger have not put 
schools first in doling out annual 
state revenue. The state has made 
cuts to education, just as it has to 
all other departments, to try to 
cover its projected budget defi-
cit, which stands now at $19.1 
billion.

The plaintiff coalition said in a 
prepared statement that its mem-
bers want the state to determine 
how much it costs to fund public 
education to meet the state’s own 
requirements and the needs of 
school children.

The complaint asks the state to 
scrap its current system of financ-
ing schools, and develop a new 
system that meets the require-
ments of the state constitution. 
The suit does not spell out any 
particular solution.

LAWSUIT
(continued from page one)

Legislation written by Con-
gressman Jerry McNerney (CA-
11) to improve medical care for 
veterans passed the House of 
Representatives Tuesday with 
overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port.  H.R. 5145, the Assuring 
Quality Care for Veterans Act, is 
supported by the American Le-
gion, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW), and Paralyzed Veterans 
of America (PVA).

“Our veterans put their lives 
on the line for our country,” said 
McNerney.  “We must ensure 
that the Department of Veterans 
Affairs is adequately prepared 
to serve these men and women.  
This legislation will help make 
sure our veterans get the best 
possible care from medical pro-

fessionals by updating their 
training.”

H.R. 5145 encourages VA 
medical professionals to par-
ticipate in continuing education 
courses in their field of practice 
by increasing the amount of 
money the VA will cover for such 
classes from $1,000 to $1,600.  
This will be the first time the 
reimbursement rate has increased 
since 1991.

H.R. 5145 also allows the VA 
to offer reimbursements for con-
tinuing professional education 
to an expanded list of VA health 
care employees, such as nurses, 
psychologists, physical therapists 
and other medical providers.  
Currently, only physicians and 
dentists can be reimbursed by 
the VA for continuing education 
courses. 

This provision is particularly 
important given the need for VA 
health care professionals who 
should be equipped with up-to-
date training on how to provide 
care for traumatic brain injuries 
(TBI) and post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD).  TBI and PTSD 
are hallmarks of the current con-
flicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

 

Measure to Improve Health Care 
For Veterans Approved by House
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co is the superior alternative.
Friends of the Vineyards is 

pleased that the Council is con-
tinuing to protect the Urban 
Growth Boundary (UGB). The 
UGB is supported by a signifi-
cant majority of the citizens of 
Livermore. It is an important 
buffer against sprawl. Even a 
small breach now to accom-
modate a freeway BART station 
would lead to increased pres-
sure for future development in 
North Livermore. The Council 
members' continued commitment 
to the UGB, through the recom-
mendation of route 2B, illustrates 
their focus on a long-term vision 
for the future of Livermore.

It is not common for elected 
officials to consider the long-
term effects of a course of ac-
tion. The council members have 
demonstrated the political will 
necessary to lead our city into the 
future while protecting our pre-
cious natural resources for future 
generations. We appreciate their 
vision and foresight.

Oil Spill Clean-up?
Rich Buckley
Livermore

The US needs a marine disas-
ter response scientific clearing 
house, perhaps behind the scenes 
and low profile, to help develop 
and test clean up equipment and 
safety modifications needed to 
maintain our marine-based oil 
and energy fields. We can expect 
a major marine disaster once ev-
ery 10 to 20 years from the many 
thousands of well heads around 
the world. There are nearly 4000 
such US based well heads along 
our Gulf coast from Louisiana to 
the western edge of Florida.

 "The basic notion is you hold 
the responsible party accountable, 
with regime oversight," from the 
government with oversight by 
federal agencies. Spills on land 
are overseen by the EPA, offshore 
spills by the Coast Guard."

"After the 1989 Exxon Valdez 
spill in Alaska, Congress dictated 
that oil companies be responsible 
for dealing with major acci-
dents -- including paying for all 
cleanup"  " (Mark Magnier - LA 
Times). 

Risk Analysis: The EPA is 
left with no choices and are now 
evaluating the "do nothing - let 
nature take care of it option." 
Once the oil reaches sensitive 
marshes the battle may well be 
lost. Cleaning up in the marsh 
lands apparently can do more 
harm than good. We need to 
develop wartime quick response 
technologies that work.

No matter what financial caps 
you place on oil company liabil-
ity, it will never be high enough 
in major disasters. 

While the oil companies have 
focused on rig and platform 
safety there has been little in-
centive to focus on disaster con-
tainment and oil spill clean up 
technologies. It's evident that the 
free market  supply and demand 
for extraordinary oil spill disas-
ter response needs government 
sponsored incentivizing through 
some politically manageable 
incentives. 

Incentives can take on a num-
ber of forms: 

A. Development grants ad-
ministered by a government 
clearing house funded by oil 
company disaster clean-up trust 
funds,

B. Oil Industry research and 
development disaster equipment 
response "tax credits" which ei-
ther come off the bottom line of 
taxes owed or can be transferred 
over to the bottom line of your 
own personal tax return. Nothing 
drives investment in new tech-
nology faster than bottom-line 
deductions of taxes owed. We 
have a long history of examples 
in many industries. This sort of 
response would work in Con-
gress. The Obama Administra-
tion could use a good bottom line 
"100% tax credit off the bottom 
line" to show it can walk-the-
walk and not just talk-the-talk 
(my opinion), thus converting 
a disaster and embarrassingly 
poor government response to a 
financial engine driving invest-
ment in an area the aura of his 
campaign promised attention .... 
everything to do with energy and 
the environment, not a bad idea 
leading into 2012 elections.

C. Tax the industry with li-
cense fees. This would seem 
counterproductive and more in 
line with a plan to simply nation-
alize oil and energy altogether 
and would have severe political 
repercussions. 

D. Do nothing response.  The 
do-nothing response surely opens 
up the Administration to legiti-
mate criticism from all quarters; 
not a good idea as we enter the 
2011 election cycle.    

We need a clearinghouse for 
the scientific development and 
testing of marine disasters clean-
up protocols, equipment, and 
resources. Rather than have these 
technologies pigeonholed inside 
agency turf battles, or worse yet, 
never seriously looked at until 30 
days into a raging marine disaster 
for public relations sake, let's 
pick one agency for our marine 

disasters and fund their clearing-
house function. 

While the Coast Guard has 
traditionally been assigned coast-
al and waterway environmental 
clean-up response, they should be 
working with a design and testing 
clearinghouse within the US Na-
val Academy, Naval Architecture 
and Ocean Engineering (NAOE). 
We're all on the same team. Solve 
this obvious turf battle and let’s 
move on. The mission to imple-
ment clean-up should likely re-
main with the Coast Guard, but 
the equipment testing and de-
velopment is better vested in our 
nation's parent service, the Navy, 
as the level of priority assigned 
to US ecological marine disaster 
response works its way up the list 
of national priorities. 

Fighting wars are messy af-
fairs with enormous waste of 
resources, cleaning up oceans 
before spills reach the shores 
might at first seem to delicate 
a task for the US Navy which 
harbors its own toxic skeletons. 
But times are rapidly changing 
and NAOE has many partners 
with lend a powerful say in the 
final processes including the EPA 
and the Coast Guard. They are 
equipped with marine research 
facilities and staffed to organize 
Big-Science and bring it to bear 
upon the global war front.  

We can expect one of these 
disasters every 10 to 20 years. 
We are a long way from having 
a strategy in place to deal with 
oil spills quickly. We need to 
develop a contingency war plan 
and NAOE should be that cam-
pus and testing lab that serves as 
the clearing house for our nations 
clean-up response. Turf battles 
may need to be settled before real 
progress can be made. 

Relying on the under-funded 
Coast Guard to hold all the 
answers is an unreasonable ex-
pectation when they have no 
funding to operate a testing lab on 
an ongoing basis. NAOE on the 
other hand was set up in part to 
do just that with a focus on naval 
design, rescue, research, and now 
marine disaster response, water 
borne technologies of every sort, 
no doubt much of which remains 
classified. NAOE is also well 
equipped to project its rather 
considerable knowledge base 
into design issues concerning oil 
platform construction, fire safety, 
and extreme emergency fires at 
sea, and an entire range of out of 
the box marine engineering solu-
tions that flow from this area of 
research and development. 

We must not get bogged-down 
in the sympathetic notions that 
we are somehow infringing on 
the Coast Guard's turf. We're not. 
We are supporting their mission, 
behind the scenes, quietly, and 
letting them reap the winds of 
public service high profile expo-
sure in the actual clean-up ... just 
as Congress originally intended. 
Continue this discussion on an 
open forum at http://tinyurl.
com/2e2fnlr

Voter Information
Mick Hanou
Pleasanton

Voters wading through the 
ads and argument on Measure 
D, trying to  separate spin from 
fact, are fortunate to have today’s 
technology. 

Page 60 of the Sample Ballot 
/ Voter Information Pamphlet 
has Figure 36, showing the loca-
tion of the 51 lots in question. If 
a voter can read a topographic 
map, one can see that the lots are 
all on the top of ridgelines - no 
question. One can go to Google 
Map/Satellite view and see the 
current path along the ridge 
lines where the lots are located. 
Google Map/Terrain View shows 
that these are indeed ridgelines 
between valleys.  Lastly, Google 
Earth can provide one a 3D view 
showing how the lots dominate 
about 10,000 feet of ridgeline;  
people in Pleasanton will see a 
long line of homes on the ridge.  

I am not in the area of the 
development, I am not affiliated 
with either campaign,  and until 
I realized where the lots are lo-
cated, had been a supporter of the 
“trade-off” of lots for parkland. 
Not any more. Good informa-
tion has changed my view and 
I will now be voting NO on 
Measure D.

Conservative Against D
Karen Wind
Pleasanton

 I’m conservative and I sup-
port private property rights.  But I 
oppose Measure D. Here’s why.

Yes, we will probably see 
houses on the ridge, but that’s 
not the end of the world.  On 
the other hand, I think the new 
“park” is essentially useless to 
most people who want accessible 
playing fields more than remote 
hiking trails.  And as for getting 
gobs of money for education, 
didn’t the Ruby Hill school fiasco 
teach us the difference between 
illusory enticements and enforce-
able agreements?

On balance, I might have 
come down on the side of the 
property owners to get a return 
on their investment.  I might 
have, if they hadn’t sued Kay 
Ayala personally for leading the 
opposition.  I hold as paramount 
the citizen’s right to contest gov-
ernment action without fear of in-
timidation and reprisal.  Then the 
city council majority, ignoring 
the voters’ clear message from 
Measure PP, put Oak Grove on 
the June ballot at nearly $80,000 
extra cost to the taxpayers.  That 
sealed the deal for me.

I suspect the presumption is 
that conservatives are more likely 
to support the property owners 
and, since only the Republican 
primary offers real choices, con-
servatives are more motivated 
to vote in the June election.  But 
we conservatives are also mo-
tivated to stop abuses of power 
and wasteful government spend-
ing.  Since there is no “taking” 
of private property – the owners 
can still develop their land if Oak 
Grove is rejected – I’m voting no 
on Measure D.

Swim Team
Alvin Baer
Pleasanton

A great big bah humbug to the 
Board of Directors of the Fair-
lands Cabana Club. They have 
banned the Pleasanton Meadows 
Sharks swim team from their 
pool. This after more than 30 
years and literally thousands of 
kids who have benefitted from 
the team experience. This affects 
approximately 250 children, 
their families, their professional 
coaches, and the hard working 
team managers who had already 
been hard at work organizing this 
swim season.

The ripple effect, if this ban is 
not overturned or another venue 
found, will affect all the other 
teams in the league.  I urge the 
board of directors to work with 
the team leaders to come to some 
sort of compromise so the sum-
mer of fun and a bunch of safer 
swimmers is not ruined.

Yes on Proposition 15
Joe Ely
Pleasanton 
E a s t  B a y  c a m p a i g n 
coordinator for Prop. 15, 
the California Fair Elections 
Campaign

Elections should be won, not 
bought.

Are you outraged by the 
amount of money in politics 
and the recent Supreme Court 
ruling allowing corporations 
to spend unlimited amounts on 
campaigns?

Since 2000, over $1 billion 
dollars has been raised by Cali-
fornia politicians. All this fund-
raising buys access for the special 
interests, but shuts out the rest 
of us.

That's why California's gov-
ernment is broken.  We have 
many serious problems to fix 
in California – schools, bud-
get, health care system.  Rather 
than solving California’s prob-
lems, politicians are busy raising 
money for their campaigns.  We 
need to get politicians out of the 
fundraising game so they will 
focus on our priorities.

Proposition 15, the California 
Fair Elections Act, changes the 
way we finance election cam-
paigns, starting with a voluntary 
pilot project to provide limited 
public financing for Secretary 
of State candidates in 2014 and 
2018.  The Secretary of State 
referees our elections, so it's es-
pecially important that s/he has 
the best ideas and experience, not 

the most money.
Prop 15 is tough: 
• Candidates who agree to 

use public funds must prove 
they have substantial support 
by gathering signatures and $5 
contributions from 7,500 regis-
tered voters.

•  Participating candidates are 
banned from raising or spend-
ing money beyond the limited 
funds.

•  Spending limits and report-
ing requirements are strictly 
enforced.  Candidates can only 
spend on legitimate expenses. 
Violators would face fines, pos-
sible jail time, and prohibitions 
from running for office in the 
future.

Prop 15 pays for itself, primar-
ily through a reasonable $350 per 
year registration fees on lobby-
ists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist 
employers.  No taxpayer dollars 
are used for Prop 15, despite its 
oppositions' misleading claims 
to the contrary.  Currently lob-
byists only pay $12.50 per year 
in California, one of the lowest 
rates in the country and less than 
a daily fishing license.

Prop 15 removes the current 
ban on public financed cam-
paigns so that if the program is 
successful, the pilot project could 
be expanded to any office in Cali-
fornia.  It also would allow cities 
and counties to choose public 
financing. It’s a once-in-a-gen-
eration opportunity to stop Big 
Money's control of Sacramento 
and our cities.

Fair Elections save taxpayers 
money.  As one example, lobby-
ists stopped Connecticut from 
expanding its bottle recycling 
bill for a decade, but that changed 
when 81% of Connecticut's legis-
lature was elected with Fair Elec-
tions in 2008. A new recycling 
bill generated almost $17 million 
in additional revenue annually 
for the state, more than paying for 
the entire Fair Elections system 
with that one bill. 

We know that Fair Elections 
work.  Nearly 400 candidates 
from different backgrounds have 
been elected with this system in 
eight states and two cities— new 
people with new ideas from all 
walks of life, not the same old 
career politicians.  Because they 
never take campaign contribu-
tions, they speak their mind 
and work for the people, not the 
special interests.

Prop 15 is endorsed by the 
League of Women Voters of 
California, the California Nurses 
Association, California Common 
Cause, AARP, AFSCME, Cali-
fornia Church Impact, Consumer 
Federation of California, the Cal-
ifornia Labor Federation, Sierra 
Club, my own City Council of 
Pleasanton, and nearly 400 other 
leaders and organizations.    

Vote Yes for Prop 15: www.
YesOnProp15.org!

Confusing Letter
Ken Mercer
Pleasanton

I am confused by Matt Sulli-
van's letter dated 5/14/10 regard-
ing Measure D. Matt Sullivan is 
the councilmember who made 
the motion to approve the project. 
During his motion, he compli-
mented everyone involved: the 
developer, the attorneys, the 
citizens and the city staff.

Now we get a letter to the 
editor not about Measure D, but 
about Jennifer Hosterman and the 
owner of the property.

There is no mention about the 
pluses or minuses of the project, 
only some comments about Jen-
nifer Hosterman and a marketing 
letter paid at the property owner's 
expense. What is so unique about 
that type of mailer in these mod-
ern days of politics?

I guess the part of Matt Sul-
livan's letter that bothers me the 
most is that he refers to the de-
velopers as "out-of-country land 
speculators who love to bulldoze 
property." Mr. Lin is an American 
citizen. In my opinion he has 
a right to develop his land. It's 
kind of anti-American to think 
otherwise.

Maybe Mr. Sullivan should try 
to think about the issues of the 
project and avoid making person-
al attacks on people. Americans 
are tired of this old-fashioned 
politics and would like to hear 
real issues discussed.

Lowering oneself to this level 
really leaves me wondering if he 
knows the Community of Char-
acter qualities everyone in town 
talks about.
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Pleasanton Rage’s Megan Von Sosen takes advantage of an 
assist by Sam Frost. Photo by Erin Salinas. (See story in Sports 
Notes.)

Stage 4, one of the longest stages of the 2010 Amgen Tour of California, took the cyclists from 
San Jose to Modesto. American David Zabriskie (USA) of Garmin-Transitions was able to retain 
the overall lead and will wear the Amgen Leader Jersey for the second consecutive day heading 
into Stage 5 of the race. One part of the race went through downtown Livermore.  Heading into 
Livermore for the first sprint of Stage 4 with an amazing showing of fans along the route and a 
beautiful sunny day in the background, Boom took the sprint, followed by Powers and Anderson.  
After passing through the feed zone, the cyclists were faced with their second and final climb of 
the day, Mines Rd. (Cat. 4 – 1,512), where the riders faced nearly 30 miles of a narrow, twisting 
road, climbing most of the way before a long descent into Patterson. Zabriskie, second from the 
back in the gold and blue jersey, follows his teammates.  
  
GHS Frosh Champs

The Granada High School freshmen 
ended their 2010 baseball season by defeat-
ing the rival cross-town Livermore Cowboys 
(6-1). This win clinches first place for the 
Matadors in the East Bay League with a 
league record of (10-4), overall record of 
(20-5). The Matador defense was led by out-
standing pitching from Ryan Flayler, Robbie 
McLeod and Anthony Olmo who came in to 
close out the seventh. The Matador offense 
was led by a Vince Fernandez's solo home 
run, which extended the Matador’s lead to 
six runs. The Matador offense continued to 
punish the Cowboys with outstanding hitting 
from Miles Mastrobouni, Daniel Whitney, 
Alex Davis, and Matt Richards. 

Foothill NCS Records
The 2010 season ended on a high note 

for a handful of Foothill High School 
swimmers who broke school records at this 
past weekend’s North Coast Section (NCS) 
Championship Meets. 

Chris Dotson, junior, set two new Foot-
hill individual marks in both the 50 and 100 
freestyle races. His new 100 freestyle record 
of 47.19 retired the old record of 47.69 pre-
viously set in 1993 by Mike Poropat. This 
seventeen-year old record was the oldest 
on the books. The 50 freestyle was another 
of Poropat’s long-standing records. Dotson 
sprinted to a new time of 21.84, bettering 
the 21.99 record from 1994.

Freshman Celina Li, had a great showing 
in her first NCS appearance with a third place 
finish in the 200 IM and a new Foothill record 
of 2:03.64. The previous record was 2:04.60. 
Li also captured a second school record as 
a member of the 200 freestyle relay which 
also included Nikki Doi, Stephanie Doi, and 
Arin Miller. Their time of 1:40.59 bettered 
the 2008 record of 1:41.75. 

Senior Chris Clark leaves his mark at 
Foothill with a new 100 backstroke record of 
54.07, breaking the 2001 record of 54.11. 

Foothill Little League
Pleasanton Foothill Little League 

highlights:
Majors; Angels 3, A's 0: Joshua Ott 

pitched a complete game one hit shutout for 
the Angels while striking out 7 A’s batters and 
walking none. Ott faced only two batters over 
the minimum. Ott also had a booming double 
to left center, drove in the Angels first run 
and scored a run. Brett Derham and Jordan 
Singh each had a single for the Angels. The 
Angels had phenomenal defense throughout 
the game. Brett Derham made a spectacular 
diving catch of a sinking line drive in center 
field in the fourth inning and made a sliding 
catch of a pop up at first base in foul terri-
tory in the sixth inning. Jordan Singh made 
two spectacular plays at third base on hard 
hit ground balls, and Mitchell Walsh, Nick 
Bush, Jack Sanderson and Bobby Fjerstad 
also added great plays to help the Angels 
cause. Top Offensive Players: Joshua Ott, 
Jordan Signh and Brett Derham. Top De-
fensive Players: Joshua Ott, Brett Derham 
and Jordan Singh

Angels 20, White Sox 8: Jordan Signh led 
the Angels offensive attack with 4 hits, 2 runs 
scored and 3 RBI. Jakob Davidson had 2 hits, 
one a towering 3 run home run to left center 
field, 3 runs scored and 5 RBI. Nick Bush 
had 3 hits, 2 runs scored and 2 RBI. Joshua 
Ott had 3 hits, one a booming double to left 
center, and scored 4 runs. Joey Richardson 
had 2 hits, 3 runs scored and 1 RBI. Brett 
Derham had 2 hits, 2 runs scored and 1 RBI. 
Bobby Fjerstad had a frozen rope double 
to left center, scored a run and 1 RBI. Jack 
Sanderson and Matt Bishop also had hits for 
the Angels. In all the Angels had 19 hits. Joey 
Richardson and Jakob Davidson pitched for 
the Angels, with Davidson retiring all eight 
White Sox batters that he faced, six of them 
by strike-outs. Griffin Dees, Chase Hunter, 
Joshua Ott and Mitchell Walsh made great 
defensive plays for the Angels. Top Offensive 
Players: Jordan Signh, Jakob Davidson and 
Nick Bush . Top Defensive Players: Joshua 
Ott, Griffin Dees and Chase Hunter.

Angels 6, White Sox 3: Joshua Ott 
pitched 5 2/3 innings holding the White Sox to 
3 hits and 2 earned runs, while striking out 5 
batters. Jack Sanderson pitched the final out to 
seal the victory for the Angels. Jordan Singh 
led the Angels offensive attack with 2 hits and 
a RBI. Jakob Davidson and Joshua Ott had 
one hit each for the Angels. Joey Richardson 
drove in a run with a sacrifice fly and Bobby 
Fjerstad and Matt Bishop walked with the 
bases loaded to drive in runs. Mitchell Walsh 
scored a run for the Angels on a wild pitch 
with an acrobatic slide at home eluding the 
White Sox catcher. Jordan Singh, Mitchell 
Walsh, Joey Richardson and Brett Derhan 
made great defensive plays for the Angels. 
Jakob Davidson threw out a White Sox run-
ner trying to steal third base with a great tag 
by Bobby Fjerstad. Top Offensive Players: 
Jordan Signh, Jakob Davidson and Joey 
Richardson. Top Defensive Players: Joshua 
Ott, Jordan Singh and Jakob Davidson

AA Division: Cardinals 8, Rangers 7: 
Brett Davis set the tone as starting pitcher 
for the Cardinals by striking out the side in 
the 1st. In the 2nd inning Zachary Townsend 
hit an huge double. The 2nd inning also 
marked the pitching debut of Brandon Ricci. 
Throughout the game more doubles were hit 
by Jack Kost and Nick Palange. Other excit-
ing plays of the game were a run down by 
Trevor Krysler, and a fantastic play by Dante 
DeBenedetto who fielded a bunt and threw to 
Brett Davis at first for the out. The Cardinals 
came away with an 8-7 victory. 

Rangers 11, Yankees 5: Down 5-1 going 
into the last inning and the Rangerscame out 
swinging and accumulated 10 unanswered 
hits and 10 earned runs to pull ahead 11-5 
for an amazing comeback win. Leading off 
in the 6th, Dylan Dilger made good contact 
to be the first of many runners on base. 
Brandon joins Dylan on the basepaths. With 
one out, Ricky Cerrato lined one down the 
right field line to bring in Dylan and Brandon 
Lipscomb. With two outs and the tying run at 
the plate it is up to Andrew Helmers to keep 
the rally alive. He doesn't disappoint with a 
nice hit to bring in Ricky to make it 5-4. With 

Andrew Helmers at second, Nick Adams, in 
the clutch, executes a beautiful bunt and then 
runs out an errant throw to bring in Andrew 
Helmers for the tying run. Nick Adams went 
to second on the overthrow and stole third. 
With two outs and the go ahead run on third, 
Drake Southern psyched himself up at the 
plate, determined to get the bat on the ball he 
swings at the very first pitch makes contact 
as the ball rolls slowly down the third base 
line. Nick doesn't hesitate and flies into home 
for the go ahead run making it 6-5. Four ad-
ditional unanswered hits were recorded by 
Patrick Gallagher, DK Kolon, Ian Montisante 
and a round tripper by Dylan Dilger to put 
insurance runs on the board. The Yankees 
hadn't scored since the 3rd, Dylan pitched 
well the first 2 and 2/3 innings striking out 5 
and throwing a season high of over 70 pitches. 
Patrick Gallagher came in as middle reliever 
finishing the 3rd, holding the Yankees in the 
4th with two Ks and a outstanding pop up 
basket catch to end the inning. On the mound 
in the 5th, Chandler struck out the side to 
keep the Yankees at bay. With an11-5 lead 
he finished off the Yankees with a nice pop 
up catch and back-to-back strike outs to 
end the game. The team collected a season 
high 17 hits, every Ranger got at least one. 
Dylan, breaking in his new bat, went 3 for 
3 and Patrick also went 3 for 3.

T-Ball: Rivercats vs Scrappers: Archie 
Powell led the RiverCats with power hit-
ting and a fantastic catch of a line drive in 
Saturday's game versus the Scrappers. Other 
highlights included solid hitting from Charlie 
Morrow, Evelyn McLaughlin, Joseph Gibson 
and Geoffrey Mauro of the Cats and Nathan 

Manimini, Brian Wahrath, and Ben Dishman 
on the Scrappers. Defensively, Chase Knight 
and Gavin LeBars played hard and smart. 
Owen Alavi and Andrew Neckwerth led the 
way on Defense for the Scrappers. It was a 
well played game by both teams in very windy 
conditions, and both teams played with hustle 
and sportsmanship all the way through the 
line-ups. Top Offensive Players: RiverCats: 
Archie Powell, Evelyn McLaughlin, Joseph 
Gibson, Dash Knight, Tyler Ferrey - Scrap-
pers: Ben Dishman, Nathan Manimini, Brian 
Wahrath. Top Defensive Players: RiverCats: 
Chase Knight, Archie Powell, Gavin LeB-
ars; Charlie Morrow - Scrappers: Andrew 
Neckwerth, Owen Alavi.

Express vs. Rockhounds: Both teams 
hit balls in the outfield and did a great job 
of fielding. For the Express, Coach Jason 
gave the ball to Riley San Filippo for a well 
played overall game. Andrew Gianfortone 
hit some home run balls and Jackson Deaver 
did a great job fielding at third base. For the 
Rockhounds, Dash Kamriani Beard, Alex 
Hunt, and Sean Biven played a great game. 
Express top players: Riley San Filippo, 
Andrew Gianfortone, and Jackson Deaver. 
Rockhounds top players: Dash Kamrini 
Beard, Alex Hunt, and Sean Biven.

PREVIOUS WEEK:
Majors: Giants 9, Athletics 14: The A’s 

jumped out to an early 6-1 lead and then held 
on for a 14-9 victory. Nate Gipson led the A’s 
attack going 4 for 4, including a double. Tyler 
Wineger and Raymond Abels added two hits 
each and Ajay Menon had a key single for 
the A’s. Though the Giants bats could not 
be stopped, they were slowed by the fine 

pitching of Shaun Kienhofer, Joshua Lim, 
Abels and Gipson. Justin Lavell made some 
nice defensive plays at short stop.

Dublin Emerald Glen Tigers 7, Athletics 
6: PFLL’s Major A’s took on Dublin’s Major 
Tigers in a great game Wednesday at Dublin’s 
Emerald Glen facility. It was a seesaw battle 
from the start with 6 lead changes throughout 
the contest. The A’s came in undefeated, but 
in the end, the Tigers handed the A’s their 
first loss of the season, 7-6. The A’s offense 
was led by Nate Gipson’s 3-3 performance. 
Nick Dauskurdas, Jeffrey Deguchi and 
Andrew Crabill added two hits apiece. 
Justin Clark bolstered the A’s pitching staff 
with two strong innings. Daniel Mubarak, 
Dauskurdas, Deguchi and Crabill also threw 
well for the A’s. 

White Sox 9, Giants 8: The game be-
tween the White Sox and Giants was close 
all the way, with the home team White Sox 
finally pulling ahead to win 9-8 in the top 
of the sixth. With aggressive base running, 
the Giants had made the most of their 5 hits 
-- singles by Hayden Berson, Nick Powers, 
and Matt Villena, and doubles by Brock 
Gustafson and Trevor Terry. The White Sox 
hit back hard, with a total of 13 hits -- two 
singles and a double by Zach Stubbs (3 for 
3), a single and two doubles by Jose Garcia 
(3 for 3), a single and double by Jake Van 
Wagoner, and singles by Michael Horton, 
Keaton Steuben, and Troy Bachand. Strong 
defense by the White Sox contributed to 
the win. Jake Bauer at second base made 
all three defensive outs for the White Sox 
in the first inning, including a double play 
tag. Zach Stubbs at shortstop caught two 
line drives and threw out three batters, and 
Michael Horton at third base threw out three 
batters at first. First basemen Jake Van Wag-
oner and Jadon Gonzaga were error-free in 
receiving the game's six throws. The White 
Sox closers held the Giants scoreless in the 
final three innings, Zach Stubbs pitching a 
perfect fourth inning, and Kane Millerstrom 
in the fifth and sixth allowing only a hit and 
a walk. Top Offensive Players: Zach Stubbs, 
Jose Garcia. Top Defensive Players: Jake 
Bauer, Zach Stubbs.

AAA Division: Red Sox 6, Orioles 5: 
After falling beat by the Orioles 2 days earlier, 
the Red Sox were determined to rebound 
strong in the rematch on Saturday night. In a 
nail-biting game from start to finish, the Red 
Sox defense held tight with gritty pitching 
from Sean Sexton and strong catching by 
Sam Cukar. Leading the offensive attack 
were Will Mattingly with 2 hits, Brandon Fan 
with a clutch RBI single and Dylan Walsh 
with a blazing triple to the fence. Tied 5-5 
in the bottom of the 5th inning, AJ Warford 
doubled down the right field line and Will 
Brendel capped a 3-for-3 night with a tower-
ing drive to center knocking in AJ for the go 
ahead run. Mitch Lawrence closed out the 
6th with 2 strike-outs and a grounder for the 
Red Sox win.

AA Division: Rangers 4, Cardinals 6: 
The Cardinals and the Rangers faced off for 
the second time this season. Their first meet-
ing was a tough one for the Cardinals, but 
this time the Cards were ready to win. They 
started out with some solid hits including a 
double by Brett Davis and a Triple by Joshua 
Robinson. As starting Pitcher, Joshua struck 
out the side in quick fashion. The Cardinals 
maintained a solid four point lead through 
the 4th inning. In the 4th Demetre Aaron 
made two good plays for outs. He made a 
nice throw to Brett at first, and he caught a 
pop fly while in as pitcher. In the 6th inning 
the Rangers started to come back, scoring 
2 more runs. Brett pitched two strike outs, 
and the pressure was on when Trevor Krysler 
took to the mound. The Cardinals proved to 
be supportive teammates as they called their 
own meeting at the mound to give Trevor the 
encouragement he needed to close the deal 
and get the win! Final score 6-4 Cards!

Cardinals 6, Mets 4: Zach Townsend got 

the momentum going during the Cardinals 
first at bat by stealing second and third base, 
putting him in position to score the Cards 
first run. The two teams went back and forth, 
scoring 3 a piece in the first inning. In the 
3rd inning a catch at shortstop by Joshua 
Robinson and two strike outs by Demetre 
Aaron, held the Mets to one run. In their 
at bat in the 3rd, the Cards had several hits 
including a double by Liam Tierney. In the 
fourth Joshua Robinson had a double play 
by making a catch as pitcher and throwing 
to Trevor Krysler at first for the out. Dante 
DeBenedetto made a great catch at 2nd base 
to finish the inning. Vishnu Gorur had a solid 
hit in the Cards last at bat. The final score 
was 6-4 Cardinals.

T-Ball: Express vs. Rockhounds: Both 
teams hit balls in the outfield and did a great 
job of fielding. For the Express, Coach Jason 
gave the ball to Riley San Filippo for a well 
played overall game. Andrew Gianfortone 
hit some home run balls and Jackson Deaver 
did a great job fielding at third base. For the 
Rockhounds, Dash Kamriani Beard, Alex 
Hunt, and Sean Biven played a great game. 
Express top players: Riley San Filippo, 
Andrew Gianfortone, and Jackson Deaver. 
Rockhounds top players: Dash Kamrini 
Beard, Alex Hunt, and Sean Biven.

Pleasanton National LL
Pleasanton National Little League 

highlights:
T-Ball: Giants vs. Rockies: The Giants 

and Rockies transitioned from T-ball to 
coach pitch for the entire game. Both teams 
displayed great hitting which shows how 
hard they have practiced at improving their 
hitting. Top hitters: Sean Vahey, Dominic 
Varner, Cooper Kittsley; Top defensive 
players: Aidan Perry, Zachary Smith, Dom-
inec Persi.

Farm: Brewers vs. Braves: Top Hitters 
Will Martens had several RBI’s from two 
shots hit deep into the gap between shortstop 
and second base. Dane Taylor had two hits, 
including great hustle to beat a tag on the 
first base line. Ethan Arnold showed great 
hustle as he beat out an infield grounder for 
a hit. Top Defensive Players: Nathan Reimer 
shut down the Braves offense with a double 
play in the second inning when he caught a 
fly ball at third and threw to first, catching 
a runner trying to get back to first. Ethan 
Apalis cleanly fielded a sharp grounder up 
the middle and threw out the lead runner at 
third base. He also made a great stop and ran 
to 2nd for another out. Adam Moore played 
tough defense, including a strong throw to 
first base for an out.

Giants vs. Rockies: Despite the cool 
breeze, the Giants bats were hot as Josh 
Freeman and Jack Hungerford led the Giants 
offensive attack by collecting three hits each. 
The Giants defense shined again as displayed 
by the great plays by Shawn Khatri as he 
displayed gold glove abilities. The Rockies 
offense was led by Diego China who collected 
3 hits while their defense was led by Aidan 
Madden. Top hitters: Josh Freeman, 3 for 3; 
Jack Hungerford, 3 for 3; Diego China, 3 hits; 
top defensive players: Shawn Khatri, 4 great 
plays for outs; Josh Freeman, exceptional 
sportsmanship; Aidan Madden. 

 A Division: Dodgers vs. Brewers. The 
Dodgers and Brewers met up for the second 
time this season. The Dodger bats were hit-
ting up and down the lineup tonight. Allan 
Ard led the way with a 2-4 night with 2 huge 
shots into Left Field while scoring a big run 
in the 3rd. The Alsup brothers kept things go-
ing as well for the visitors by combining for 
8 hits. Declan went 4-5 with a big double in 
the 1st, while his brother Garrett chipped in 
4 singles while going 4-4 with a run scored 
and a RBI in the 5th. Logan Seitz had another 
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The Amador Valley Varsity girls diving team placed four divers in the top 13 to take first in the 
diving portion of the NCS Swim/Dive competition. Marina Mihov (Soph) finished 6th, Emma Rigl 
(Soph) placed 8th, Gabby Schultz (Fresh) came in 11th and Haley Brott (Fresh) took 13th out of 
the 35 top qualifying in Northern California.  Again, the EBAL league dominated at NCS Diving,  
representing 40% of all the divers who qualified. The Amador boys finished in 2nd place with Tyler 
Pullen (senior) placing  second with a huge score of 447.20 and Pierson Connors (Freshman) 
placing  25th out of 32 divers. Pictured (left to right) are Haley Brott - Freshman - 13th place; Gabby 
Schultz - Freshman - 11th place; Monte Young - coach; Emma Rigl - (Soph) - 8th place; and Marina 
Mihov (Soph) - 6th place.

Pleasanton Seahawks Novice Swimmers are Katie Abhyankar 
and Samantha Snow;  (not pictured were Amber Miller and Ian 
Venzon).

strong game in the field for the boys in blue. 
Playing shortstop in the 3rd, Logan had 2 of 
the 3 outs himself. After blocking a blistering 
shot to short, Logan made a nice throw over 
to 3rd for the force out. He followed that play 
by grabbing a hard line-drive for his second 
out of the inning. Aidan Dougherty was the 
other defensive star for the Dodgers. While 
taking the mound for the first time this 
season, he shut down the powerful Brewer 
offense with a well-pitched 5th inning. The 
Brewer offense was led by Samin Bhalla 
and Sam Madden. Going a combined 5-5, 
these two accounted for 5 big singles and 
two runs scored for the home team. Sam’s 
blast to left field in the 4th also led to a big 
RBI. Samin and Travis Johnson pitched well 
for the Brewers. All of the Brewers played 
well tonight, but nobody out hustled Jesse 
Madden tonight. Just a great overall game 
from the Brewers.

 Dodgers vs. Braves: The Dodgers and 
Braves battled it out on the field this past 
Saturday morning. Declan Alsup and Ryan 
Haley were the big hitters for the Dodgers 
this weekend. Declan went 4-4 with three 
singles and a clutch double in the 5th. He 
drove in two runs and crossed the plate 3 
times for the visitors. Ryan had the hit of the 
game with a bases-clearing triple in the 3rd. 
He finished 2-4, scored two runs and added 
4 RBIs. Gio Cerutti took the mound for the 
Dodgers to start the 4th. He started off a little 
shaky, but quickly settled down. He retired 
the last two batters he faced, striking out one. 
On top of pitching a scoreless 4th, he also had 
a pretty good day at the plate going 2-3 while 
scoring two runs. JT Fulmer led the defense 
and continued his great work in the field. He 
caught a high fly ball in the 4th and made a 
number of great plays at 1st base. Not much 
gets by JT, one of the league’s best fielders. 
The Braves played a great game this day 
and were led by Kade Ogden. He went 4-5, 
while scoring two runs. Rocco Morales and 
Jacob Martin were also big contributors at 
the plate for the home team. Rocco went 3-5 
today with three singles, one of them being 
a huge shot to left field. He scored a run 
and belted in two RBIs. Jacob scored two 
runs for the Braves, going 3-4 with an RBI 
in the 2nd inning.

 

Granada Little League
Granada Little League highlights:
Majors - Dodgers 10, A's 6. Top hitters 

Dodgers - Chris French - 2 singles, 1R; Max 
Wigginton - single, 2R; Josh Marty - single, 
double, 2R; A's - Joseph Massoud - 2 singles, 
2RBI; Connor Swadener - double, 2RBI, 1R; 
Chris Hinds - 2 singles, 1R. Top pitchers 
Dodgers - Austin Harrison - 1IP, 0H, 3K; 
A's - Chris Ayon - 1IP, 1H, 1K. In the final 
regular season game for both teams, Austin 
Harrison opened the game for the Dodgers 
by striking out three in the first inning. Chris 
French, Josh Marty and Max Wigginton all 
had hits to pace the Dodgers and Nick Lind 
continued his torrid season with a second 
inning grand slam. Joseph Massoud, Connor 
Swadener and Chris Hinds helped lead the 
A's back from a large early-game deficit to 

back the pitching of Chris Ayon but their 
exciting rally just fell short.

Minor AAA - Dodgers 7, Red Sox 0. Top 
Hitters: Dodgers: Luke Morrisroe-1B; Diego 
Wilde-1B, 1 run scored; Morgan Kelly- 1B, 
2 runs scored; Zac MacDonald- 2W, 1run 
scored. Red Sox- Seth Davis-1B; Michael 
Silva- 1B; Jack Kath-1B. Top Pitchers: 
Dodgers: Troy Wentworth- 2IP, 1H, 0R, 
3K; Andrew Walker-2IP, 1H, 0R, 4K. Red 
Sox- Michael Thaete-2IP, 7H, 7R,2K; Jack 
Kath-2IP, 2H, 0R,1K.

A's 10, Phillies 8. Top Hitter Phillies: 
Tyler Rodgers 1B, 2B, 2 RBI. Top Hitter 
A's: Noah Stewart 2 1B, 2 RBI, 2 runs. Top 
Pitcher Phillies: Jason Van Bladel 2 1/3 IP, 
3H, 0R. Top Pitcher A's: Joe Murphy 2 2/3 
IP, 1H, 1R, 5K's.

Minor A-Yankees: (Offense) Aden 
Clements, Connor Crampton, Jacob Kilbane; 
(Defense) Kyle Yerby, James Young, Thomas 
Young. Pirates: (Offense) Sebastian Lech-
ner, Danny Geissbuhler, Matthew Gomes; 
(Defense) Caleb Chance, Jaxen Mclaren, 
Vincent Dixon.

Mariners: (Offense) Vijay Memula, 
Tyler Marks, Colton Osborn; (Defense) 
Colton Trudeau, Peyton Stultz, Gavin Car-
reira. Dodgers: (Offense) Micheal Gauch, 
Max Weasner, Kaegan Nelson; (Defense) 
Gregory Short, Duncan Maloney, Franco 
Moufarrej.

 Pirates (Offense) Caleb Chance, Vincent 
Dixon, Mason Eastman (Defense) Danny 
Geissbuhler, Matthew Gomes, Jaxen Mclar-
en; Red Sox (Offense) Shlok Bansal, Skyler 
Ferguson-Rosa, Cody Ward (Defense) Ethan 
Vincent, Max Silveira, Chris Perez.

Mariners (Offense) Aiden Lewis, Connor 
Campbell, Vijay Memula (Defense) Gavin 
Carreira, Kyle Rodgers, Thomas Stevenson; 
Red Sox (Offense) Gabriel Parrish, Malik 
Merchant, Joey Katen (Defense) Luke 
Moylan, Wes Gladen, Cody Ward.

Red Sox (Offense) Chris Perez, Ethan 
Vincent, Max Silveira (Defense) Joey Katen, 
Skyler Ferguson-Rosa, Shlok Bansal; Giants 
(Offense) Ethan Payne, Blake Stokes, Ryan 
Stapp (Defense) Ethan Lane, Wyatt Moseley, 
Jackson Newkirk.

Livermore American LL
Livermore American Little League 

highlights:
Majors: Giants 11, Indians 1: Top Play-

ers Giants: Cole Jacobs- Pitched a complete 
game and hit a single. Adam Spiller- Hit a 
single and 2 RBI's Jake Ledbetter- Great 
defense, 2 catches in left field. Top Player 
Indians: Noah Brandt- Great defense as 
catcher. Tagged out 2 players at home.

Giants 3, A's 2: In a well played close 
matchup, the Giants were just able to pull 
out the extra inning victory over the A's. For 
the A's, Jax Mamaoag had 2 home runs, one 
in the top of the 6th giving the A's the lead, 
outstanding pitching from Ryan Grewohl and 
an unassisted double play by Matt Calcagno 
were keys to the A's success. For the Giants, 
Conner Jones knocked in the tieing run in 
the bottom of the 6th, then in the 8th, Nate 
Redditt led off with a double, and Garrett 

Cordisco, after pitching a complete game, 
hit in the winning run with a two out, bases 
loaded single. Top players for the A's : Ryan 
Grewohl, Jax Mamaoag, and Matt Calcagno 
Top Players for the Giants: Nate Redditt, 
Garrett Cordisco, Conner Jones.

Indians 11, Red Sox 10: Indians top 
players: Nathan Tabaracci- Hit a double 
with bases loaded to score the first 2 runs. 
Fielded 2 hard hit balls at 2nd base to get 
the outs. Miles McPeek-- Caught a hard hit 
fast dropping fly in right field. Walked in 
the bottom of the 6th inning to score the 
tieing. Jordan Davidson- Came in to relief 
pitch in the 4th inning. Held the Red Sox to 
only few runs. Red Sox top players: Nick 
Penrod- Another game with great pitching. 
Kyle Constable- Great hitting CJ Malaski- 
Great offense

AAA Division: Rockies 7, Padres 9: 
Rockies top players: Rigo Zapien, Brendan 
McAfferty and Zack Heinz for great pitch-
ing; Ranveer Dhaliwal for great defense 
and great catch to end the inning. Padres 
top players: Tai Phan-Double RBI; Conner 
Nevin-2 singles, 3 RBI’s; Cameron Priest-
good defense at catcher

AA Division: Astros 14, White Sox 0: 
The Astros and the White Sox met up for a 
warm afternoon game on 5/20. The Astros 
were in top form, starting out with strong 
defense including a fantastic unassisted 
double-play by Gavin Napier in the 1st. The 
Astros continued the 1st inning with red hot 
bats, getting 7 hits and scoring 6 runs in the 
bottom of the 1st. The White Sox responded 
with several rallies in the 2nd and 3rd innings. 
Alex Cirina, Cole Gereb, and Jacob Moen all 
had well-hit singles for the White Sox. But 
the Astros' defense was a solid brick wall 
and the White Sox could not penetrate. The 
Astros added to their lead in the 5th inning 
with an impressive rally. It was the bottom 
half of the order that made things happen. 
Nick Hermann hit a rocket to centerfield to 
get it started. Shane Grimes followed up with 
a deep line-drive to right field earning him a 
double and a RBI. Jack Volponi continued 
the rally with a single and a RBI, and Jason 
Nunez then hit a solid single to load the 
bases. Extra base hits by the top of the order 
eventually brought them all across the plate 
for a blow-out 7-run inning. The White Sox 
hit the ball hard but the Astros played one of 
their best games of the season to secure the 
win with a final score of 14-0. White Sox 
top players: Alex Cirina, Cole Gereb, Jacob 
Moen. Astros top players: Nick Hermann, 
Shane Grimes, Jack Volponi. 

Tigers 13, Pirates 5: The Tigers scored 
early in the game to set the pace. Drew Braud-
erick led the offense by hitting 3 singles in the 
2nd, 3rd, and 5th innings. He also pitched a 
great game for his team; holding the Pirates 
at bay. Kendall Hornback also brought his A 
game for the evening. He earned 2 RBIs and 
caught a high fly to make an out in the 5th 
inning. Zach Harris hit a huge single in the 
4th inning to help the Tigers score later in 
the game. The Pirates brought it on in the 3rd 
inning though. Luke Sorenson hit a double 
and earned 2 RBIs. Ryan Bond pitched a shut 
out, striking out three Tigers in a row. In the 
5th inning, Bond also hit a soaring double out 
to centerfield to earn 2 RBIs. Wes Edwards hit 
a huge single to centerfield and earned an RBI 
for the Pirates as well. Tigers beat the Pirates 
13 to 5. It was a great game with both teams 
showing excellent skills and sportsmanship. 
Top players for the Tigers: Drew Brauderick, 
Kendall Hornback, and Zach Harris. Top 
players for the Pirates: Luke Sorenson, Ryan 
Bond, and Wes Edwards. 

Reds 1, Cubs 2: Xavier Pelican of the 
Reds led off the game with a single and 
stole second base giving the Reds a runner 
in scoring position with none out. It looked 
like the Reds might end an early inning scor-
ing drought. A strike out and two come back 
balls to the pitcher left Pelican stranded at 
second to end the inning. The Cubs would 
score what would turn out to be enough runs 
in their half of the first inning. With one 
out Bradley Archer and Shane Clifton hit 
solid back to back doubles allowing Archer 
to score. After an infield out that advanced 
Clifton to third, Cole Meyers delivered an 
RBI single to score Clifton putting the Cubs 
up 2-0. Meyers proceeded to steal second 
base where he was left on base to end the 
inning. Jared Hubert of the Cubs led off the 
second inning with a double, however the 
Cubs were not able to bring him around. 
Connor Livingston also reached base with a 
single in the third. After facing Jared Hubert, 
the Reds pitchers, Xavier Pelican and Max 
Puls, and defense held the Cubs in check not 
allowing a batter past first base for the rest 
of the game. The Reds would strike for their 
lone run in the top of the third inning. Nick 
Delisle hit a double to right center field. Tyler 
Kelly and Neil Patel followed with singles 
to load the bases with no one out. It looked 
like Reds might have a big rally. The fourth 
batter of the inning struck out leaving the 
bases loaded with one out. Julian Stroud 
stepped to the plate and managed an RBI 
fielders choice that scored Nick Delisle for 
the lone Reds run. Going into the bottom of 
the 5th inning the Reds needed to keep the 
game close. Neil Patel of the Reds made a 
nice running catch of a foul ball at third base 
to start the bottom of the 5th inning. Reds 
Pitcher Max Puls followed by striking out 
the next two batters to keep the game close at 
2-1 after five innings. Unfortunately for the 
Reds, they were not able to muster a rally in 
the top half of the 6th inning leaving the final 
score 2-1 Cubs in what was a well played 

game by both clubs. Cubs pitchers Bradley 
Archer, Connor Livingston and Shane Clif-
ton combined to hold the Reds to a single 
run. Reds top players: Xavier Pelican, Nick 
Delisle, Neil Patel; Cubs top players: Jared 
Hubert, Cole Meyers, Shane Clifton. 

 A Division: Rays 6, Braves 22: Braves 
top players: Nate Lindsey - 3 for 3 with two 
doubles and 3 RBIs, great catching; Patrick 
Curulla - 3 for 3, 1 RBI - great defense; Ryan 
Barney - 2 for 3, 1 double, 2 RBIs. Rays 
top players: Drew McDonald - 3 RBIs and 
a double play, Michael Bearden - 2 Singles, 
Ethan Volker - 2 Doubles

Yankees 9, Rays 8: An exciting game 
was played by the Rays and Yankee on a 
rather unexciting weather day. Top of the 1st 
inning, runs were quickly scored by the Ray's 
players Scherer, Voelker and McDonald. The 
bottom of the 1st, the Yankees started scoring 
runs by Bittner, Thorvund, Ottman and Sire, 
4 to 3. Top of the 2nd was scoreless by the 
Rays, but singles were hit by Voelker, Ko-
rhummel and Zenner. The bottom of the 2nd, 
the Yankees had runs by Bittner, Thorvund, 
Fairbanks and Harris, now 8 to 3 Yankees. 
The top of the 3rd, the Rays had hits by Grant, 
Johnson and Medina, but no runs. Similarly, 
the Yankees only had singles by Santos and 
Fairbanks, and no runs scored. Top of the 
4th, the Rays had singles by Zenner, Scherer 
and Voelker and the Yankees did the same 
with hits by Bittner, Thorvund, Ottman and 
Evans. Finally, the Rays broke the “just hits” 
innings and had runs by McDonald, Medina, 
Bearden, making the score 8 to 6 Yankees 
still leading. Yankees hold them with hits by 
Stow, Kilner, Santos and Hornbeck. Top of 
the 6th inning, runs by the Rays by Voekler 
and McDonald tie the game 8 to 8. Bottom 
of the 6th inning, Bittner hits a single that 
gets him to 2nd base and a hit by Thorvund 
bats in Bittner as the winning run, Yankees 
9 to 8. The Ray’s Korhummel had a great 
game batting 2 for 3.

T-Ball: Blue Jays vs. Rangers: The 
Blue Jays and Rangers came out swinging 
this Tuesday. The Blue Jays demonstrated 
excellent hitting and fielding skills. Their 
top players were Marley with a big hit in the 
second inning, Jordan Lamendola who did 
an excellent job fielding balls and Branden 
Harvey who had an excellent hit in the third. 
The Rangers did a great job as well. Their 
top players included Kenny Mihalka with a 
big hit to the outfield, Ethan Durns with a 
great hit to center and Jack Salcedo who had 
a great hit in the third inning. The Rangers 
demonstrated excellent fielding skills as well 
with multiple outs. 

Rangers vs. Dodgers: The Dodgers dem-
onstrated excellent hitting and fielding skills. 
Their top players included Matthew Welles 
who did an excellent job in the infield, Jon 
Wolfson with outstanding hitting skills and 
Ethan Santiago who had an amazing catch. 
Top players for the Rangers included Reef 
Sweeney who did an outstanding job fielding 
balls as pitcher and Mike Christian who did 
a great job defending first base with several 
outs in the second inning. Ethan Durns was 
also a star catching a fly ball right off the 
bat. Great job by both teams, keep up the 
good work.

 

Livermore National LL
Livermore National Little League 

highlights:
AAA Division: Cardinals 4, Giants 9: 

Colin Schenone - sparked a rally by leading 
off the 3rd inning with a single, the first of 
five straight hits in the inning. Later that 
inning, Victor Samara continued his recent 
hitting streak with a two-out double to knock 
in the fifth Giants run of the inning. On the 
mound for the Giants, John Takemura pitched 
a complete game, striking out seven and walk-
ing only one Cardinals batter. At the plate, 
Takemura was 2 for 3 with four RBIs. 

Giants 5, Padres 4: Michael Friesen 
pitched a scoreless first inning for the Giants 
and then made two terrific plays at third base 
in the third and fourth innings to help keep 
Padres runners from scoring. Joey Sullivan 
belted a triple right-center field to lead off 
the third inning, later scoring the Giants' third 
run. Luke Hernandez pitched 4 scoreless 
innings, quieting the Padres offense. At the 
plate, Hernandez lined a single with 2 outs in 
the bottom of the sixth and went on to score 
the game winning run. 

Diamondbacks 6, Giants 11: In the 5th 
inning, Giants hitter Tyler Doyle led off with 
a solid drive to right field and later scored as 
the first of seven straight hitters to reach base. 
In the same inning, scrappy Giants hitter Luke 
Van Buuren smashed a single and refused to 
stop running, eventually circling the bases 
and crossing home plate safely. Andrew 
Messner played another stellar defensive 
game at first base for the Giants and had 

a line drive single in the 5th as the Giants 
offense exploded with five runs.

AA Division: Cardinals vs. Fodgers: 
Cardinals top players: Siddarth Bokka did 
a great job fielding the ball; Wyatt Calkins 
did a great job pitching; Mateo Mancada did 
a great job playing shortstop. Dodgers top 
players: Jermey Theobald caught a popfly; 
Colby Smith did a great job pitching; Brandon 
Archer did a great job catching

Dodgers vs. Giants: The Dodgers and 
the Giants met again for some excellent 
baseball action. The Dodgers started off with 
some great batters, including Casey Wilcox 
who had two major hits. Jeremy Theobald 
followed up Casey's performance by hitting 
a double and tallying 2 RBI's. Jeremy also 
pitched for a few innings and threw some 
major heat. Dodger slugger, Todd Neiz-
man pitched in the final innings and had 3 
strike-outs. 

A's vs. Diamondbacks: Kudos to Jacob 
Dougherty of the A’s who hit a double- and 
Nick Benfield from the A's for his excellent 
out at first base-great fielding... From the D-
Backs Great job done by Brett Oelrich and 
Forest Bishop for their RBI’s, Matt Hartford 
for his excellent fielding and Colton Berlinn 
for his awesome pitching.

Rockies vs. Giants: Rockies Elizabeth 
Kennedy did a great job pitching, while 
Niles Moy, Joshua White and Ronald Mar-
tindill all batted in runners. The Giants Zach 

Johnson and Jacob Dennent played strong 
defense while Evan Purl and Max Johnson 
played offense. 

Cardinals vs. Rockies: Cardinals top 
players: Cameron Aslin great fielding; Sid-
darth Bokka solid single hit; Sean Haley great 
fielding and single hit. Rockies top players: 
Brendon Johnston did a great job pitching; 
Jacob Peterson did a great job fielding; 
Jonathan Mulrooney had a solid hit.

 Cardinals vs. A's: Cardinals top players: 
Jonas Lindquist made a great play at first 
base and had a double hit; Wyatt Calkins 
awesome pitching; Brandon Martin had a 
solid double hit and brought two runners in. 
A's top players: Jared Persson good fielding; 
Nick Donaldson great out at 1st base; TJ 
Testerman did a great job catching; Nate 
Findley was an awesome pitcher

Diamondbacks vs. Giants. Great hard 
fought game. Lots of hits on both sides, and 
strong pitching from Colton Berlinn and 
Bobby Farner. Key hits by Matthew Hartford. 
The Giants had some key hits from Charles 
Fillipucci, Grant Dufuk.

 Diamondbacks vs. Dodgers. A sea 
saw game in the wind with both teams 
battling back and forth. Top players for the 
Diamondbacks hitting was Colton Berlinn, 
and defense plays from Brett Oelrich. For 
the Dodgers solid hitting from Colby Smith 
and Mason ?

 Diamondbacks vs. Giants. Bobby Farner 

played another terrific game as the D'Backs' 
pitcher with a number of strike outs. Grant 
Ikeda performed well backing up his team-
mates as mid fielder. Both Colton Berlinn and 
Matthew Hartford hit well and sent runners 
home for the D'Backs. Charles Fillipucci 
of the Giants had the only home run of the 
game. Kyle Betz hit a key double late in the 
game. Defensively, Matt Kovacs was a solid 
pitcher for the Giants.

A Division: Black Giants vs. A's: For 
the Giants, Brandon York did it all, making 
several defensive plays while hitting the ball 
hard and running the bases smartly. Connor 
Day of the Giants, played great defense 
including fielding a hard hit ground ball and 
throwing a perfect strike to 3rd base to get the 
out. For the A's, Gabe DeCarsky played great 
on the defense and hit a shot to the shortstop. 
Nathan O'Neill made some excellent catches 
while playing catcher and hit the ball hard. 
Lewis O'Neill earned the game ball for his 
fantastic plays, including a big hit down the 
3rd base line for a double and catching big 
pop up to get the batter out.

 Diamondbacks vs. Cubs: The Cubs had 
three all around outstanding players on Sat-
urday. Jimmy Theberge, Joshua Spencer and 
Leif Jensen had great at bats and also came 
through for their team on the field, making 
great plays. The Diamond Back's very own 
Giovani Fuentes had his first hit that went 
all the way to the grass. Wyatt Jackson and 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Amador Valley High School varsity baseball team faced Foothill in the final EBAL game of the 
season.  Amador defeated Foothill 6 to 5. Amador, who finished with a 21-3 record, was the regular 
season champion. Both teams moved on to the North Coast Section playoffs. Amador took on 
San Leandro, while Foothill faced Washington in Wednesday night games. Foothill player tried to 
knock the ball out of the catcher's mitt, but was unable to do so and was out at the plate. Granada 
High School played Tuesday at Deer Valley.

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Foothill High School girls varsity lacrosse team (top photo) 
took on California High School in the second round of NCS 
and came away with an 8 to 6 victory. On Wednesday, Foothill 
played Monte Vista. Amador Valley girls beat Acalanes 8 to 7 
in the second round and played Carondelet on Wednesday. 
Granada advanced to the second round, winning their first 
game against Marin Catholic, 10 to 7. Granada lost in the second 
round to Monte Vista. The Foohill boys varsity lacrosse team 
(bottom photo) defeated Acalanes 10 to 6. They were to take on 
Amador on Wednesday. Amador advanced by defeating Monte 
Vista 6 to 5.
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By Patricia Koning
Like football? Then the Liver-

more Youth Football and Cheer-
leading (LYFC)’s open house on 
June 5 should have something 
for you. 

The event, which takes place 
from 10 am to 5 pm at Granada 
High School, will include appear-
ances by current and former Oak-
land Raiders and members of the 
Raiderettes, sign-ups for summer 
football camps, representatives 
from the football programs at 
Livermore, Granada, and Valley 
Christian High Schools, booths 
by Riddell and Sports Chalet, 
and information on the LYFC 
program. 

Headlining the event are Raid-
ers offensive linebacker Sam 
Williams, former players John 
Parrella and Rod Woodson, plus 
several to-be-determined play-

ers. Admission is $5 for adults. 
Guests can bring one item to be 
autographed. The Raiders will be 
selling discounted tickets. 

Eric Wexelman, who became 
director of LYFC last year, says 
the purpose of the open house 
is to introduce the community 
to LYFC, allow parents to learn 
about football safety, and raise 
funds for the program. LYFC’s 
entire board of directors is new, 
as well as all but three football 
coaches and the director of the 
cheerleading program. With 
these changes, he says the orga-
nization is heading in a different 
direction.

“In the past, LYFC has been 
known as a ‘cut’ program,” he 
explains. “We are not a ‘cut’ 
program. We are a limited roster 
program.”

Each of LYFC’s five foot-

ball teams, grouped by age and 
weight, has 35 players and 20-
person cheerleading squad. Those 
spots are filled on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Once the teams 
are filled, new players will be 
added on a waiting list. Players 
on the waiting list are welcome 
to attend practices and can gain 
a spot on a team if another player 
chooses to leave. 

“Our priorities are education 
first, family second, and then 
sports,” says Wexelman. “This 
program is as much about bal-
ancing sports with school and 
family life as it is about football 
and cheerleading. We teach a 
structure and attitude that applies 
to any sport, and really, anything 
important in life, like college or 
a job.”

Now in its 36th year, LYFC is 
facing another big challenge: the 

economy. Wexelman estimates 
that about one-third of the fami-
lies involved in LYFC will need 
financial assistance of some sort 
to participate in the program. 
The football program costs $225-
$275, with all equipment except 
cleats, and the cheer program 
with a complete uniform costs 
about $400.

LYFC is supported by Grana-
da High School, Livermore High 
School, Valley Christian High 
School, and The Diablo Valley 
Youth Football Conference. Dur-
ing the 10-game regular season, 
which runs from September 
until November, LYFC plays 
against teams from nearby cities 
structured around the East Bay 
Athletic League. 

For more information on 
LYFC, see www.eteamz.com/
lyfc. 

Livermore Youth Football and Cheerleading 
Event to Feature Raiders and Raiderettes

Seth LeChuga had great hits, too. Michael 
Mal played tough defense as catcher.

 Diamondbacks vs. Padres: Issaiah Ontai 
from the Padres showed how well he can 
hit with his great distance. Ryan Matheson 
had great hits and hustled while on the 
field. Josh Fiedor was an all around good 
player for the Padres. The Diamond Backs 
had two star hitters, Jimmy Rodriquez and 
Dylan Mizuhara. Jared Higuera showed off 
his fielding skills by being aware and ready, 
knowing exactly where to put the ball when 
it was hit to him.

 Black Giants vs. Dodgers: Both teams 
came ready to play ball. For the Dodgers, 
Shawn Smith, Grant Gomes and Nathan 
Nagenfast were standouts in the field and 
with their bats at the plate with some solid 
hitting. For the Black Giants Brandon York, 
Alex Flegel and Zachary Sousa provided the 
firepower with solid hits and great plays in 
the field. Zachary was awarded a game ball 
along with Jacob Nix

Diamondbacks vs. Cardinals: For the 
Cardinals, Dominic Scott played great 
defense as catcher and Jacob Burk hit into 
the outfield. The Diamond Backs had some 
impressive baseball, too. A big line drive was 
caught by Giovany Fuentes and John Stangl 
had a monster hit deep into the outfield.

Black Giants vs. A's: Things heated up 
quickly when the Giants came to bat with 
Jason De Santis and Alex Flegal, hitting 
the ball hard and swiftly running the bases. 
Conner Day made some outstanding plays 
at defense to get the A's out. The A's bats 
were also hot with Brandon Umeki hitting 
a shot down the 3rd base line for a double. 
Jackson Nystrom continued the heat with 3 
big hits, including a double.

T-Ball: Cardinals vs Giants: The Car-
dinals played the Giants for the teams' first 
game with the coaches throwing live pitches. 
For the Cardinals, Luca Montalvo made a 
great outfield catch to home. Third baseman 
Travis Kelly did some awesome fielding. 
Jacob Garrison returned 3 coaches pitches 
for first base hits. JJ Chapman returned 2 live 
pitches showing awesome hustle to first base 
for both. For the Giants Silveira performed 
great third base fielding and Pollard was a 
terrific fielder as well. Pitcher Zach Hoobing 
had several great throws and York was the 
Giants' power hitter with a home run.

Dodgers vs Cardinals: For the Dodg-
ers, Drew Ochse smashed the ball during 
his first at bat. Stephen Mal had a heads up 
play the pitcher's mound. Ryan Nordstrom 
crushed a ball down the first base line for 
a home run.

Cubs vs. Giants: For the Cubs, Kamden 
Johnson, Giovanni Costello and Colin Perotti 
all hustled on the field. For the Giants, Sam 
Butler earned the coveted game ball for 
making three unassisted outs at third base 
and some nice hits. Dylan DeOliveira had his 
first hit on a coach pitch. Justin York made 
some quick plays as shortstop

Rockies vs Dodgers: For the Rockies, 
Donovan Hume hit beautifully without 
using the tee. Kyle Denton was always 
ready and played well both offensively and 
defensively. For the Dodgers, the top play-
ers were Nathan Evans, Lukas Strifter and 
Devon Mordick.

Pleasanton Girls Softball
Pleasanton Girls Softball League 

highlights:
T-Ball: Floor Coverings International 

East Bay vs. Mancebo Corporation: Floor 
Coverings International East Bay had an 
exciting game against Mancebo Corporation. 
Kimberly Ebbers aced a spectacular double 
play for the home team, and Samantha 
Richert showed her knowledge of the infield, 
successfully fielding grounders at third and 
as pitcher. Hailey Maher was Floor Cover-
ings International East Bay’s MVP, doing a 
great job fielding and also at bat. Good job, 
slugger. For Mancebo Corporation, Camille 
Boris showed great resiliency and courage by 
jumping right back into the game after getting 
hit by the ball. Tasha Laberge-Shusterman did 
a great job at bat, and Emma Rathjen fielded 
many grounders from the pitcher’s mound. 
Top Players: Floor Coverings International 
East Bay - Kimberly Ebbers, Hailey Maher, 
Samantha Richert; Mancebo Corporation - 
Camille Boris, Tasha Laberge-Shusterman, 
Emma Rathjen

Floor Coverings International East Bay 
vs. Hyatt-Summerfield Suites: Floor Cover-

ings International East Bay finished up the 
2010 T-ball season with an exciting game 
against Hyatt-Summerfield Suites. Kelsey 
Lem excelled at third, securing two outs for 
the home team. Bella Wahbeh scored the first 
run of the game and was also a great catcher, 
always keeping her eye on the ball. Sammy 
Traynor was Floor Coverings International 
East Bay's home run hitter, delivering sev-
eral grand slams during the game and many 
huge hits throughout the season. It was a 
great season for a great team. For the visitor 
Hyatt-Summerfield Suites, Rylie Palfalvi, 
Ella McCarthy and Ella Gervasoni made 
great plays in the field. Natelie O'Sullivan 
and Brook Inman had big hits. Top Players: 
Floor Coverings International East Bay - 
Kelsey Lem, Sammy Traynor, Bella Wahbeh; 
Hyatt-Summerfield Suites - Ella McCarthy, 
Ella Gervasoni, Rylie Palfalvi

TIMMCGUIRE.NET Alain Pinel Real-
tors vs. Mancebo Corporation: Ella Patterson 
played catcher and second base and had some 
great catches and throws. Jessica Lund played 
pitcher and had solid throws to first and 
home. Olivia Beaumont had strong hits and 
played well at third base. For the Mancebo 
Corporation Team, Leila Lyions had great 
fielding from the pitcher's mound. Peyton 
Limkakeng showed good teamwork fielding 
the ball with Leila. April Krywe showed great 
improvement during the season and was a 
very powerful hitter during the game. Top 
Players: TIMMCGUIRE.NET Alain Pinel 
Realtors - Olivia Beaumont, Jessica Lund, 
Ella Patterson; Mancebo Corporation - April 
Krywe, Peyton Limkakeng, Leila Lyions

Micro Division: Contra Costa Co. 
Public Auto Auction vs. Fernando's Mexican 
Restaurant: Top Players: Contra Costa Co. 
Public Auto Auction - Jenna Benner, Reese 
Lombardi, Isabella Segundo; Fernando's 
Mexican Restaurant - Nina Balestreri, Sam-
mie Grey, Minami Smalheiser

Jabwire vs. Accurate Impressions: Top 
Players: Jabwire - Kristina Cuevas, Clarissa 
Mendoza, Megan Rovira; Accurate Impres-
sions - Nicole Anderson, Rachel Singh, 
Sage Smith

ImagesByLori.com vs. Greyhound 
Properties: A cool Tuesday evening was the 
setting for an exciting game between the two 
teams. Julianna Simmons, Alex Jagoe, and 
Lourdes Kinnard did a super job of playing for 
ImagesByLori.com. For Greyhound Proper-
ties, Masynne Mendes did a fabulous job of 
playing first base, Sierra Deaver did a great 
job of defending second base, and Whitney 
Dishman hit a ball into the outfield. Top 
Players: ImagesByLori.com - Alex Jagoe, 
Lourdes Kinnard, Juliana Simmons; Grey-
hound Properties - Sierra Deaver, Whitney 
Dishman, Masynne Mendes

GFI Stainless vs. Accurate Impressions: 
Great pitching from Ananya Goel. Strong 
hitting from Courtney Cochran, Alyssa 
Orphanopoulos and Alaina Scholhamer. 
Alexis Barrera played a mean third base. 
And terrific fielding from Amanda Engel. 
Top Players: GFI Stainless - Alexis Barrera, 
Courtney Cochran, Ananya Goel; Accurate 
Impressions - Amanda Engel, Alyssa Orpha-
nopoulos, Alaina Scholhamer

GFI Stainless vs. Contra Costa Co. Public 
Auto Auction: The last game of the season 
for these two Micro teams. The girls were 
speedy on the bases, had terrific pitching and 
some big hits. You could see how all of their 
skills have improved this season. It sure has 
been fun for all the parents.

 Top Players: GFI Stainless - Dana Chab-
rier, Samika Goel, Emma Haus; Contra Costa 
Co. Public Auto Auction - Immie Burstein, 
Mary Clingerman, Alyson Marzocco

The Hopyard Alehouse & Grill vs. Grey-
hound Properties: In an exciting game, The 
Hopyard Alehouse & Grill played against 
Greyhound Properties. Julia Gonsman hit 
the ball hard while fellow teammates, Zoe 
Alexander and Sarah Green, played awe-
some defense for The Hopyard Alehouse & 
Grill. Greyhound Properties' Stella Kruschke 
and Camille Kulak had big hits. Geneviere 
Taylor played strong defense. Both teams 
played well. Top Players: The Hopyard 
Alehouse & Grill - Zoe Alexander, Julia 
Gonsman, Sarah Green; Greyhound Prop-
erties - Stella Kruschke, Camille Kulak, 
Genevieve Taylor.

Jabwire Tigers vs. Fernando's Thin 
Mints: Top players for Jabwire Niau Chap-
man Kristina Cuevas and Kenna Asmussen. 
Outstanding hitting for Fernando's Meaghan 

Penrice and Minami  Smalheiser. Great 
defense Samantha Krier.

Mini White Division: Diablo Designs 
Tile & Marble vs. Sports Assoc of Alameda 
Co Deputy Sheriff: Both teams closed out 
their seasons with an outstanding game full 
of big plays and hits. Diablo Designs Tile & 
Marble saw Kate Inman deliver a two-run 
double and also throw out two runners at 
the plate to catcher Katelin Young. Wynne 
Velzy had a solid single up the middle and 
Young turned a wonderful doubleplay by 
catching a flyball and then throwing to first 
baseman Emily Murawski. For Sports As-
soc of Alameda Co Deputy Sheriff, pitchers 
Samantha Nimmo and Madelyn Rovira made 
terrific plays and Tierra Moncada roped a 
two-run double in the fourth inning. Top 
Players: Diablo Designs Tile & Marble 
- Kate Inman, Emily Murawski, Katelin 
Young; Sports Assoc of Alameda Co Deputy 
Sheriff - Tierra Moncada, Samantha Nimmo, 
Madelyn Rovira

Diablo Designs Tile & Marble vs. Borg 
Fence: Diablo Designs Tile & Marble and the 
Borg Fence played a great game against each 
other. Both teams demonstrated excellent 
fielding and batting skills. Quinn Lombardi, 
Raquel Kock, and Megan McClure struck 
out at least one player each while pitching 
for Borg Fence. Peyton Reilly made a great 
play when she tagged a Diablo Designs 
Tile & Marble player out at second base. 
Borg Fence player Pearl Melone's base hit 
captured a run for her team. Another great 
base hit was made by Julia Tolari when she 
batted a big hit to right field.

Borg Fence vs. Saavy Seconds: Borg 
Fence and Saavy Seconds played a competi-
tive game against each other. Saavy Seconds 
demonstrated great pitching by striking out 
several players on the Borg Fence team 
throughout the game. Borg Fence saw some 
great batting action from Audrey Emmett, 
Sonya Panwar, and Nishitha Shetty. Sonya 
Panwar made a great play when she stopped 
a fastball and proceeded to out run a player 
on the opposing team to second base, mak-
ing the teams third out. Samantha Lipsker 
pitched a mean inning, striking out a player 
on the Saavy Seconds team.

Mini Teal Division: Tri-Valley Or-
thopedic Specialists 5, Blueline Company 
4: Blueline Company - Big hits by Hailey 
Benner and Jessica Cole. Great defensive 
plays by Lexi Neely. Tri-Valley Orthopedic 
Specialists - Strong pitching by Maddie Baal-
man. Powerful hits from Jessica Hungerford 
and Emily Yamasaki. Top Players: Tri-Valley 
Orthopedic Specialists - Maddie Baalman, 
Jessica Hungerford, Emily Yamasaki; 
Blueline Company - Hailey Benner, Jessica 
Cole, Lexi Neely

Tri-Valley Orthopedic Specialists 5, 
Blueline Company 4: Sofia Gluck hit a 
double. Hailey Benner had a base hit and 
scored a run. Hunter Faria had a base hit, 
scored a run, and did a great job pitching. 
Top Players: Blueline Company - Hailey 
Benner, Hunter Faria, Sofia Gluck

Blueline Company 2, City Beach 1: Paige 
Scoffield made a couple of great catches and 
had a big hit. Hannah Schott did a great job 
pitching. Alliannah Cuevas did a great job 
catching. Top Players: Blueline Company 
- Alliannah Cuevas, Hannah Schott, Paige 
Scoffield

Mini Black Division: Construction Test-
ing Services 11, Bob's Giant Burgers 7: With a 
team of only seven girls, Construction Testing 
Services played a strong game. Harper Cook, 
who played both third base and shortstop, 
had four RBIs and scored three runs. Keara 
Greenan went two for four and scored two 
runs. Nicole Riordan went two for five, scored 
one run and had a strong outing at catcher. 
For Bob's Giant Burgers, Olivia McGee had 
a strong outing at both pitcher and first base 
and got two hits. Halle Uhl had two hits at 
the plate. Top Players: Construction Testing 
Services - Harper Cook, Keara Greenan, 
Nicole Riordan; Bob's Giant Burgers - Emily 
Cabral, Olivia McGee, Halle Uhl

Minor Teal Division: Concord Feed 7, 
J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 5: J. Lohr Win-
ery–Jeff Meier - Julia Oltman made great 
stops as catcher and tagged a player out at 
home. Kami Kodama hit well and made some 
great plays to get players tagged out. Lauren 
Schaefer hit a single and a double. Concord 
Feed - Morgan Sely and Briana Bench did 
some great hitting and Sophie Hill excelled 
at base running. Top Players: J. Lohr Win-

ery–Jeff Meier - Kami Kodama, Julia Oltman, 
Lauren Schaefer; Concord Feed - Briana 
Bench, Sophie Hill, Morgan Seely

Accurate Impressions 9, Concord Feed 3: 
Top Players: Concord Feed - Erin Chilicky, 
Callan Jackman, Jasmin Ross; Accurate 
Impressions - Emily Hayes, Delaney Phipps, 
Mariah Toscano

Valley Plumbing 6, Concord Feed 3: 
Top Players: Valley Plumbing - Gabriele 
Finley, Jessica Martin, Melissa Simonds; 
Concord Feed - Briana Bench, Kara Haynie, 
Jasmin Ross

J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 10, Complete 
Business Systems 8: J. Lohr Winery–Jeff 
Meier: Lauren Schaefer had some awesome 
hits with runs to first base and one RBI. Ga-
briella Hughey displayed her talent throwing 
an out at second base, and another at third 
from home plate. Hannah Yozzo had a great 
hit to first, stole bases and came in with a run. 
Complete Business Systems: Janice Chase 
caught a high pop fly at center field. Nikki 
Gloyne did an excellent job with her pitch-
ing debut. Emily Gervolino was solid in her 
catching and had excellent throws to second 
and third bases to cover steals. Top Players: J. 
Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier - Gabriella Hughey, 
Lauren Schaefer, Hannah Yozzo; Complete 
Business Systems - Janice Chase, Emily 
Gervolino, Nikki Gloyne

Association Management Solutions, 
LLC 7, J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 6: As-
sociation Management Solutions, LLC: 
Natalie Lambros had a great catch at third 
base thrown by Ally Amaral to get the 
sliding runner out. Grace Gunderman did 
an awesome job with her pitching, striking 
out several players. J. Lohr Winery–Jeff 
Meier: Jayna Detweiler had an excellent 
pitching day with her consistent throws over 
the plate. Rachel Reichenbach had some 
strong hits with runs to first base each time. 
Julia Oltman had a nice drive hit to get her 
to second base. Top Players: Association 
Management Solutions, LLC - Ally Amaral, 
Grace Gunderman, Natalie Lambros; J. Lohr 
Winery–Jeff Meier - Jayna Detweiler, Julia 
Oltman, Rachel Reichenbach

Roof-Life Construction 13, J. Lohr Win-
ery–Jeff Meier 1: Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier's 
Kami Kodama made a beautiful hit. Emily 
Meier made some great pop fly catches. Tori 
Palma did a great job pitching with several 
strike-outs. Roof-Life Construction: Lani 
Yee made a wonderful catch that almost 
popped out of her mitt, but secured it for an 
out. Megan Mannion played an all around 
great game with a stellar slide to second base. 
Christy Jensen caught a high fly to center 
field. Top Players: J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 
- Kami Kodama, Emily Meier, Tori Palma; 
Roof-Life Construction - Christy Jensen, 
Megan Mannion, Lani Yee

Association Management Solutions, 
LLC 7, J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 6: As-
sociation Management Solutions, LLC was 
led by Allyson Amaral who had several 
spectacular plays at first base and scored the 
winning run in the last inning, Ava Cristobal 
who had two hits including the game winning 
hit, and Alissa Ibanez who also had two hits 
and a run scored. J. Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier 
was led by Tori Palma who had two hits and 
an RBI, Julia Oltman who had two hits, and 
Abigail Sage with two singles. Top Players: J. 
Lohr Winery–Jeff Meier - Julia Oltman, Tori 
Palma, Abigail Sage; Association Manage-
ment Solutions, LLC - Allyson Amaral, Ava 
Cristobal, Alissa Ibanez

Richert Lumber Co., Inc. 8, Association 
Management Solutions, LLC 4: Association 
Management Solutions, LLC was led by 
Brooke Machi who had a single, double and 
two RBIs, Emma Long who had two hits and 
threw out her first runner stealing, and Helena 
Haase who came in to pitch the last inning 
and struck out two and got the other out on 
a ground out. Richert Lumber Co., Inc. was 
led by Alyssa Simonson who had two hits and 
scored two runs, Caileigh Sanders who had 
two hits and an RBI, and Jessica Emde who 
had a single. Top Players: Richert Lumber 
Co., Inc. - Jessica Emde, Caileigh Sanders, 
Alyssa Simonson; Association Management 
Solutions, LLC - Helena Haase, Emma Long, 
Brooke Machi

TIMMCGUIRE.NET Alain Pinel Real-
tors 11, ViewMobileDental.com 4: Chelsea 
Burke got a big hit to the outfield. Sam Dunlop 
made a great catch on a line drive. McKenna 
Shaffer hit two doubles. Top Players: View-
MobileDental.com - Gianna Barletta, Mia 
Battilega, Grace Nielsen; TIMMCGUIRE.
NET Alain Pinel Realtors - Chelsea Burke, 
Sam Dunlop, McKenna Shaffer

Association Management Solutions, 
LLC 15, Robert Half International, Inc. 
8: Robert Half International, Inc. - Jax 
performed up to her high standards on the 
field; good pitching, Jenna stole two bases 
for a great team advantage. Lauren made an 
excellent pop fly catch. Association Manage-
ment Solutions, LLC - Addie Jeffcoat did 
great at her first time pitching, striking out 
one batter and had her first career bunt, Julia 
Goetz pitched one inning with one strike out 
and one single, Krista Buescher pitched one 
inning with two strike outs and two singles. 
Top Players: Robert Half International, Inc. 
– Jax, Jenna, Lauren; Association Manage-
ment Solutions, LLC - Krista Beuscher, Julia 
Goetz, Addie Jeffcoat

Minor Black Division: TPC Softball 
6, ACC Environmental Consultants, Inc. 6: 
TPC Softball 's double play by Lauren Blach 

and Lauren Jepsen. Great infield outs by TPC 
Softball's Laura Planin. ACC Environmental 
Consultants, Inc.'s Jenyce Dutcher two 
doubles. ACC Environmental Consultants, 
Inc.'s Madison Soble great first base play. Top 
Players: TPC Softball - Lauren Blach, Lauren 
Jepsen, Laura Planin; ACC Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. - Jenyce Dutcher, Madison 
Soble, Michele Wood

ACC Environmental Consultants, Inc. 7, 
Pleasanton Glass 3: Pleasanton Glass - Excel-
lent defense by Ragan Lacy; threw runner 
out at second stealing. Haley Okumura-great 
defense and at bats. Great defensive plays 
by Maddy McGarry covering first base and 
awesome catch at short stop. ACC Environ-
mental Consultants, Inc. - Great pitching 
by Christina Echavia, excellent defense 
by Madison Avery, great overall defense 
and at bats by Sophia Brown. Top Players: 
Pleasanton Glass - Ragan Lacy, Maddy Mc-
Garry, Haley Okumura; ACC Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. - Madison Avery, Sophia 
Brown, Christina Eschavia

Major Teal Division: Melisa Mazotti-
Johnson, VP Tucker Assoc. 9, Kaelin Con-
struction, Inc. 6: Melisa Mazotti-Johnson, 
VP Tucker Assoc. was down 5 to 2 and came 
back to win. Rachel Lanning had two hits 
and three RBI's. Kylie Kruger and Lauren 
Voorhies both had two hits. Top Players: 
Melisa Mazotti-Johnson, VP Tucker Assoc. 
- Kylie Kruger, Rachel Lanning, Lauren 
Voorhies

Melisa Mazotti-Johnson, VP Tucker As-
soc. 9, CPU Tech 7: Kailey Sanchez and Kylie 
Kruger both had two hits. Britney Cooper 
was four for four and had five RBI's. She 
had a single in the sixth inning that brought 
in three runs. For CPU Tech, Skye Horner 
had a great day at the plate, getting two hits, 
scoring one run and did a great job at short 
stop. Top Players: Melisa Mazotti-Johnson, 
VP Tucker Assoc. - Britney Cooper, Kylie 
Kruger, Kailey Sanchez; CPU Tech - Skye 
Horner, Kalesha Leite

3PAR, Inc. 20, Cardinal Jewelers 3: 
Shelby Richmond hit a triple and Julia Cilk 
doubled for 3PAR, Inc.

Kevin Martin, Attorney at Law 8, CPU 
Tech 7: Bailey Beanland got on base twice 
with two at bats, scored one run and made two 
huge catches on balls hit deep left. Natalie 
O'Neal went two for two at the plate and 
did a super job at short stop. Erin Costello 
went one for two at bat and did a great job at 
second base. Top Players: CPU Tech – Bailey 
Beanland, Erin Costello, Natalie O’Neal

Senior Division: Tracey Buescher, 
Hometown GMAC 10, Livermore Smoke 
8: Tracey Buescher, Hometown GMAC 
was led by Emily Helmer with two hits and 
two RBIs, Ashley Woodruff with a hit and 
two spectacular catches in the field and Julia 
Brunelli with a hit and an RBI. Livermore 
Smoke was led by Amanda Anderson with 
two hits and two RBIs, Ciarra Trujillo with 
a single, and Shannon Osterburg who had a 
single and two walks. Top Players: Liver-
more Smoke - Amanda Anderson, Shannon 
Osterburg, Ciarra Trujillo; Tracey Buescher, 
Hometown GMAC - Julia Brunelli, Emily 
Helmer, Ashley Woodruff

Pleasanton Rage
It was a great day for Pleasanton Rage 

soccer, and another great win by the U11 
Premier team, 3 to 0 over the De Anza Force 
98. The Rage showed their determination 
to win right from the start. The team did an 
excellent job of keeping the De Anza Force 
98 out of scoring range most of the first half. 
The action began with a beautiful set up and 
assist by Sam Frost to Megan Von Sosen who 
from outside the penalty box quickly booted 
in the Rage's first goal. Rage continued to 
hold their own through the first half; backs 
Ariana Nino, Tiara Lewis, Amy Schoendi-
enst and Lorna Roberts were not going to 
let anything past them and forced the Force 
out of the box several times.

Hunter Vice and Bianca Stubler were 
superb in their efforts to keep the ball moving 
in the Rage's favor, it paid off when the two 
were able to set up another perfect opportu-
nity for Rachel Rice who scored the second 
goal. The Force had their own determination 
and keeper Juliet Allen saved a few close 
ones, ahead, but never satisfied spunky Sarah 
Broacha took it upon herself to set up another 
Rage goal, Jo Salinas who wasn't about to 
let a break get past her popped it in for goal 
number 3. Final score 3-0.

 

Livermore Soccer
Over the weekend, the Livermore Elite 

Fusion U10 Rampage team participated in 
the Sacramento Playdate and let it be known 
that they are still a force to be reckoned with. 
In their first match, they took on El Dorado 
Luna and won, 2-1. Ashley Cole took control 
of the offense for Rampage and, dodging 
through traffic on both occasions, ripped 
two strong goals to the back of the net. Kate 
Hottinger and Madison Hood provided great 
support with their strong feeds through the 
center. Then the girls faced a very tough 
Placer team. Kailee Haskins came on with 
authority, dodging past the Placer defense 
and sending the ball to the corner for a goal. 
Alexa Clatt and Hailey Hahlbeck moved the 
ball down the sidelines to support the attack 
and Hayli Edwards and Kamy Farro played 
strong in goal. 

The game of the day was the last one 
against a very tough Santa Rosa Riptide team 
who had been dominating the competition 
all day. The Riptide kept keeper Stephanie 
Boschee on her toes all game but Stepha-
nie rose to the challenge, making 12 very 
impressive saves. Midfielder Kylie Zentner 
provided great support in the middle and 
kept the Rampage in the driver’s seat for the 
game. Then, Kylie sent a ball from the left 
to Forward Alyssa Silva. Alyssa, controlling 
the ball on the run, beat out 2 defenders and 
hooked a shot from the 20 to the top left 
side of the goal. With 10 minutes left to go, 
the Riptide tied it up but the Rampage team 
remained dominant throughout play. 

Pleasanton Seahawks 
The Age Group Pleasanton Seahawks 

(PLS) swimmers scored another high per-
forming meet at the C/B/A+ Bears Meet May 
15 and 16, 2010. It was a well attended meet, 
including some fresh new faces from the 
PLS Novice, Intermediate 2 and Junior/Pre 
Junior groups. 

From the Novice group: New “A” Times - 
Amber Miller and Samantha Snow, New “B” 

Times: Ian Venzon and Katie Abhyankar.
Intermediate 2: First long course meet 

ever - Olivia Thorn & Christy Neufeld, Best 
times - Sophia Passin (2), Samuel Huo (1).

Junior/Pre Junior: New Far Western 
(FW) - Wolf Lachance in his first 400 free 
ever, Best Times - Sofia Barrera (3), Emma 
Kauffeld (4), Michael Martin (3), New “A” 
Times - Tim Yao (1) , Audrik Antonio (1), 
Mike Yao (1), Joe Ding (1), Parth Subrama-
nian (1), Nicolai Cardinale and Rishi Kodali 
first 200 breast swim, Ashleigh Anderson first 
long course meet ever. 

Pre Senior results: New PRT - Eva Chung 
(2), Maggie Kauffeld (2), Katie Woods (3), 
Alex Gilchrist (1), Regis Lachance (1); 
New Far Western - Maggie Kauffeld (2), 
Alex Gilchrist (2), Regis Lachance (4); New 
Junior Olympics - Analese Chinn (2), Moriah 
Simonds (6); 100% Lifetime Best Times 
- Maggie Kauffeld, Kayla Lindsay, Lillian 
Sun, Perry Jia, Ryan Vicencio, Thomas 
Neufeld; New “A” Times - Madi Burson 
(4), Bridget Booe (4); New PLS All Time 
Top Ten Times - (38). 

Pleasanton Spirit Run
The Rotary Club of Pleasanton presents 

its 17th Annual Pleasanton Spirit Run on 
Sunday morning, June 20, in downtown 
Pleasanton. This Father’s Day community 
tradition will benefit the Pleasanton Rotary 
Club’s Scholarship Program—assisting local 
high school students. 

There is a race or walk event for every 
member of the family, including the 5K 
Run or Walk, or the 10K Run. In addition, 
there will be three separate Kid’s Challenge 
Races—for children ages 2-8. The 5K and 
10K certified courses are flat and fast, 
using the monitored downtown streets of 
Pleasanton and a portion of the paved and 
unpaved Arroyo Trails. The start and finish 
lines are located under, or very close to the 
Pleasanton arch, located on Main Street. 
The Kids’ Challenge is made up of three 
100-yard dashes on Main Street, finishing 
right underneath the arch.

Trophies will go to the top male and 
female finishers. Beautifully etched-glass 
trophies will be given to the top male and 
female Masters (over 40-years old) winners. 
In addition, medals are given three deep in 
designated age groups for both male and 
female participants. Each child participat-
ing in the Kids’ Challenge will receive 
a finisher ribbon and a cookie from Mr. 
Cookie, himself. 

Pre-Registration: Kids’ Challenge - 
$5.00; 5K & 10K - $20.00 grades K-8; $30.00 
high school students and adults; $20.00 
each for families of four, or more. Race-day 
Registration: Kids’ Challenge - $10.00; 5K 
& 10K - $25.00 grades K-8; $35.00 high 
school students and adults; $25.00 each for 
families of four, or more.

All participants will receive at com-
memorative T-shirt and goodie bag, as well 
as refreshments and will each receive ticket 
to a huge after-race raffle. The 10K Race 
will start at 8:00 a.m., with the 5K Run 
and Walk will begin at 8:20 a.m. The Kids’ 
Challenge events will begin around 9:30 
a.m. Check-in and race-day registration 
opens at 6:30 a.m.

For more Spirit Run information and/or 
an application, call On Your Mark Race Man-
agement at 209-795-7832, or visit their Web 
site at www.onyourmarkevents.com.

Golf Tournament
The 3rd Annual Dublin Community 

Golf Tournament will be held June 22 at the 
Dubliln Ranch Golf Course. The event begins 
with a 1:00pm shotgun start, followed by a 
buffet dinner and silent auction. 

This is a scramble, best-ball type tour-
nament. Handicaps are not used. This inter-
generational community tournament raises 
funds for the Dublin Youth Fee Assistance 
Program, which provides quality recreational 
experiences for children who otherwise might 
not get this opportunity.

Teams or individuals can register at www.
dublinrecguide.com. The cost of $90 Adults, 
$50 Seniors (50+) and $50 for Teens includes 
greens fees, cart and dinner.

The tournament includes holes for Lon-
gest Drive, Closest to the Pin, Hole-in-One 
and a Putting Contest plus a special “Grip 
It and Rip It” appearance by Dublin mascot 
Glen the Guide.

For more information, please contact the 
Parks and Community Services Department 
at (925) 556-4500.

 

Women's Triatholon
The 2010 Trek Women Triathlon Series, 

with races planned in eight markets across 
the United States, is coming to the Shadow 
Cliffs Recreation Area in Pleasanton, on 
June 27. 

The Trek Women Triathlon Series joins 
the Danskin Triathlon Series, another Xxtra 
Mile property, as the only major women’s 
triathlon events created by women, run by 
women, exclusively for women. 

Maggie Sullivan, Trek Series Director 
and president of The Xxtra Mile has been 
an integral force in women’s triathlons, and 
at the forefront of creating opportunities for 
women in the sport of triathlon since the first 
Danskin event in 1990. 

“For the Trek Women Triathlon Series, 
I am privileged to be part of a team of tal-
ented professionals who collectively have 
delivered outstanding triathlon experiences 
to hundreds of thousands of women through-
out the country for the past 20 years,” said 
Sullivan.  “We are building on our collective 
experience and are committed to making 
the entire Race experience meaningful and 
memorable.  We know how to deliver what 
women want.”

Legendary Triathlon Hall of Famer and 
Ironman Master’s world record holder, Sally 
Edwards will serve as Chief Inspiration Of-
ficer for this second year of the Trek Women 
Triathlon Series. “My role will be to help 
women find what it takes to participate in 
this type of activity,” explains Edwards.  “I’m 
thrilled to be part of Maggie’s team in helping 
women exceed their own expectations.”

The 1st Race will be held on June 27 in 
Pleasanton with race distances consisting of: 
½ mile swim, 12.5 mile bicycle ride, and 3.1 
mile run/walk. Participants are encouraged to 
go to www.trekwomenstriathlonseries.com 
for registration as soon as possible, as space is 
limited. For further information, call toll free 
at 1-877-221-9665 or send us your questions 
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Paul H. Harvey
Paul Harvey passed away last 

Friday, May 14, 2010 at the age 
of 89.  He was born October 5, 
1920.

A veteran of WWII, Paul 
lived in Pleasanton for the past 
37 years. The native of Kansas 
worked for Safeway Stores for 
46 years retiring in 1983.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife of 49 years, Viola 
Harvey. He is survived by his 
daughter, Sandy Harvey Nar-
done of Visalia, Ca: his son 
Randy Harvey of Powell, Ohio: 
7 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren.

Services were held  May 21 
in Livermore.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

William W. Richardson
William W. Richardson passed 

away May 14, at his home in 
Oakdale, CA, He was surrounded 
by his wife, children and friends. 
He was 65.

Born in October 1944, he 
was proud to have served in the 
U.S. Army from 1966-1970.  He 
retired in 2004 from the Lab, 
where he worked in Computation 
for more than 33 years.  He was 
a volunteer for the Livermore 
Fire Department for 21 years and 
served as captain of the volun-
teers for 10 years.

Bill loved the Livermore Ro-
deo and was a past director. He 
was awarded Stanislaus County 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross Volunteer of the Year 
2009 and loved going on disas-
ter deployments to Louisiana 
and Mississippi in 2005, and to 
Texas in 2008. He also enjoyed 
volunteering with the local Red 
Cross. He loved long rides on his 
Harley with his friends.  He also 
loved his registered Hereford 
cows and his dogs. 

He was preceded in death by 
his beloved ranch horse, Shorty, a 
special gift from Dennis Kiley.

Bill is survived by his wife, 
Bonnie; children, Samantha 
Pontrelli of Wake Forest, N.C., 
Liane Arruda of Livermore, 
Sara Silva of Lodi, and Adam 
of Danville; son-in-laws, Lance 
Pontrelli, Gary Arruda, and Jon 
Silva; daughter-in-law Kristie 
and seven grandchildren. He is 
survived by two sisters, Sara 
Franklin of Vacaville and Jane 
Stephens of Tracy.

Services will be held at the 
San Joaquin Valley National 
Cemetery, Santa Nella, CA, on 
Thursday, June 3, at 12:30 pm. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made in Bill’s name to 
the Stanislaus Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, 1230 6th 
St., Modesto, CA.

Geoffrey Edward Haskell
Geoffrey Edward Haskell died 

peacefully 
M a y  2 1 , 
2010 in his 
Pleasanton 
home while 
surrounded 
by his fam-
ily. He was 
3 5  y e a r s 
old.

With a warm smile, kind eyes 
and his undeniable gift to listen, 
Geoff inspired and touched ev-
eryone he came in contact with. 
You always felt he was talking 
right to you and he had all the 
time in the world for you, regard-
less of what he had to do.

Geoff was born on Sept. 27, 
1974 in Berkeley. After spending 
five years between New Jersey 
and Orange County, the Haskell 
family settled in Moraga. A gifted 
athlete, Geoff spent his formative 
years playing youth baseball and 
soccer, and spending hours in 
the ocean and his grandparent’s 
pool.

He attended Campolindo 
High School where he met his 
future wife, Kendra Carey, dur-
ing their sophomore year. He 
excelled in school and played 
varsity baseball for the Cougars. 
As Geoff's relationship with 
Kendra blossomed, so did his 
relationship with Jesus and his 
ties to the Moraga Valley Pres-
byterian Church.

After graduating from high 
school in 1992, Geoff and Ken-
dra attended the University of 
Arizona. Geoff spent four years 
in Tucson, where he explored 
life and nature. He enjoyed hik-
ing, backpacking, rock climbing 
and all the wonders Arizona 
had to offer. He forged amazing 
friendships in Christ by mentor-
ing high school students through 
the Young Life organization. In 
1996, Geoff graduated with a 
bachelor of science in Business 
Administration.

Geoff promptly returned to 
the Bay Area where he and Ken-
dra married on Aug. 11, 1996. 
Although he had a degree in busi-
ness, Geoff felt a higher calling 
for his life. He soon went to work 
at Moraga Valley Presbyterian 
Church, serving Jesus through 
youth ministry.

Geoff led many trips to Mexi-
co to build houses for underprivi-
leged families and spread the 
word of Jesus. His years serving 
the church and community in-
spired him, leading to the next 
phase of his life.

Geoff attended Fuller Semi-
nary and graduated with a Mas-
ters of Divinity in 2003. After 
graduation, he and the family 
moved to Plano, Texas where he 
served the community as a youth 
pastor.

After two years, the family 
returned to the Bay Area when 
Geoff was called as the pastor to 
youth and their families at Cen-
terpointe Presbyterian Church. 
Geoff served the broader Pleas-
anton community as Chaplain 
to the Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment and assistant coach to the 
Foothill High School varsity 
baseball team.

In January, 2009 Geoff felt 
the Lord calling him to service 
outside of the church. He went 
to work for Pacific Medical as 
a field representative supporting 
orthopedic surgical devices in the 
greater Bay Area.

Geoff was diagnosed with 
stage 4 colon cancer in July 2009. 
After a determined and valiant 
battle with the disease, he walked 
from this life and into God's 
Kingdom on May 21, 2010.

Geoff was a dedicated hus-
band and father. He is survived 
by wife Kendra, daughters Kate 
and Emily, son Matt, mother and 
step-father Ellen and Bill Sardel-
la, father Greg Haskell, brother 
Scott Haskell, in-laws Chuck 
and Linda Carey, brother-in-laws 
Chris and Kevin Carey.

May he rest in peace.
A memorial service celebrat-

ing his life will be held Saturday, 
June 5, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. at Cor-
nerstone Fellowship, 348 North 
Canyons Parkway, Livermore.

Mary Kathleen 
Capitani (Connors) 

Mary Kathleen Capitani 
passed away at home with her lov-
ing family at her side on May 22, 
2010.  She was a Sunol resident. 
Kathy was born Nov. 3, 1947, in 

Vancou-
ver B.C., 
Canada.  
She and 
her fami-
ly moved 
to Cali-
f o r n i a 
in 1952.  
K a t h y 
g r a d u -
ated from 

Logan High School in 1965. 
She graduated from San Jose 
State with a degree in French 
and Spanish. Kathy taught the 
languages she loved for 26 years.  
She retired from Foothill High 
School last year and truly missed 
teaching.   Kathy was 
predeceased by her parents Mary 
and Stanley Connors. She is sur-
vived by her husband John of 41 
remarkable years, her daughter 
Christine and her husband Bran-
don Buckley of Pleasanton, her 
son Tom of San Jose, her daugh-
ter Libby of Alameda, and three 
fabulous grandchildren: Charlie, 
Maggie and Katherine Rose.  She 
is also survived by her brother 
and sister in-law Don and Diane 
Connors, her beloved mother in-
law Peggy Capitani, her brother 
in-law Larry Capitani, her sister 
in-law Sandy Capitani, three 
nieces and one nephew.  Kathy 
is also survived by a large, lov-
ing extended family in British 
Columbia.  

Kathy was a remarkable wife, 
mother, and grandmother, who 
always put her family first.  She 
had a generous spirit and a beau-
tiful smile. She set a great ex-
ample of how we should all lead 
our lives. She will be missed by 
all who knew her. The family 
would like to express their sincer-
est gratitude to Dr. Kengla, Jeet 
Mann RN, Ana Hernandez, Dr 
Franklin, and Dr. Chopra for all 
of their care and support. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to “The Kathy 
Capitani Memorial Scholarship 
Fund” at Wells Fargo – acct # 
8379317830 or to a charity of 
your choice. A Memorial Service 
will be held at St. Augustine’s 
Church in Pleasanton at 12 p.m. 
on May 29, reception to follow at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center. 

Leona Katherine Leonard
Leona (Lea) Katherine Leon-

ard passed away on May 19, 
2010 at Glenwood Gardens in 

Bakersfield, California. She was 
89 years old having led a full life. 
Born in Salinas, CA on April 23, 
1921, she grew up in the Salinas 
area as a child, and graduated 
from Salinas High School in 
1939. She was proud to have 
served her country during World 
War II, serving 4 years in the U.S. 
Navy beginning in 1943.

It was during her childhood 
that Lea developed her lifelong 
love of swimming, braving the 
breakers on the Monterey coast. 
She would continue to swim into 
her eighties, part of the exercise 
and fitness in her life, which she 
always enjoyed. Her one, oft 
repeated, regret was her inability 
to swim underwater. (Lea was a 
natural born "floater.")

Following her stint in the 
Navy, Lea worked for the Mon-
terey County Sheriff's Office and 
County Courthouse. In 1949, she 
found herself contesting a park-
ing space with Robert Leonard, 
a handsome Navy man from San 
Jose with a roadmasters Convert-
ible. She got the space. He got 
the dance. Four months later they 
began a marriage that would last 
over 57 years until Bob's passing 
in 2007.

Bob and Lea had three daugh-
ters. Lea had a prior 4th daughter. 
A career Navy family, the Leon-
ards were stationed in Norfolk, 
VA; Bremerton, WA; Kodiak, 
Alaska; San Jose, CA; and Yo-
kohama and Atsugi, Japan. The 
family endured the challenges of 
moving from place to place with 
Lea creating a loving household 
under often trying conditions. 
Money was sometimes tight. 
Lea was imaginative in coming 
up with fun toys and clothes for 
her daughters.

Lea and Bob resided for years 
in Livermore, before moving to 
Bakersfield to be near the majori-
ty of their children. Her last years 
were spent at Glenwood Gardens 
in Bakersfield, where she made 
many new friends among staff 
and residents.

Lea will be remembered for 
her love of the outdoors and ani-
mals, particularly birds for which 
she had a special affinity. She was 
a spirited, energetic woman, who 
enjoyed her friendships and was 
devoted to her family. She will 
be greatly missed by her family 
and friends.

Lea was preceded in death 
by her parents, her sister Lor-
raine, her brother Bert, a nephew 
Clint, and her husband Robert. 
She is survived by her daughter 
Nancy Ford and husband Oliver, 
daughter Sandy Hale, daughter 
Katy Muir and husband Greg, 
daughter May Ann Galvan and 
husband Ruben; grandchildren, 
Scott Bruski and wife Melanie, 
Karen Chlebowski and husband 
Michael, Myles Muir, Casey 
Muir, Christine Galvan, Phebe 
Galvan and Montana Galvan; 
great grandchildren Andrew 
Bruski, Lucy Bruski, Madelynn 
Chlebowski, Ethan Chlebowski, 
Stella Chlebowski and Avah 
Muir.

The family wishes to extend 
its deepest thanks and apprecia-
tion to the Clare Bridge staff at 
Glenwood Gardens, and the 
Hoffmann Hospice employees 

who tended to Lea, for their lov-
ing care and support.

Graveside services were held 
May 24 at the San Joaquin Na-
tional Cemetery near Santa Nella, 
CA. In lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to Kern Veterans 
Memorial Foundation, PO Box 
11325, Bakersfield, CA 93389.

Dorothy Socolofsky Willis 
Dorothy “Dotti” Willis was 

born of tough German-Russian 
stock on the front range of the 
Rocky Mountains in Windsor, 
Colorado on September 27, 1928 
to Benjamin F. and Rebecca 
(Lorenz) Socolofsky.  She passed 

a w a y 
p e a c e -
fu l ly  in 
Prescott, 
A r i z o n a 
with her 
l o v i n g 
family by 
her  s ide 
o n  M a y 
23, 2010.

D o t t i 
was a fun loving, energetic, 
and caring wife, mother, grand-
mother, aunt and friend who 
loved her family deeply and 
loved spending time with them 
whenever they could all get to-
gether.  She graduated from Van 
Nuys, California High School 
in 1946, attended the University 
of New Mexico and worked at 
the Grand Canyon in the dining 
room of the Bright Angel Lodge 
during the summers of 1949 and 
‘50.  She is believed to be one of 
the last surviving “Harvey Girls” 
who worked in the hospitality in-
dustry along the AT&SF Railroad 
between Chicago and Los Ange-
les.  She met Guy C. Willis while 
attending UNM and they married 
on Dec. 30, 1950 living initially 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
and eventually moving to their 
long time home in Livermore, 
California where they raised their 

three children, Michael Lorenz 
(deceased Oct. 18, 1972), David 
Robinson (Scottsdale, AZ) and 
Rebecca Annette (Prescott, AZ).  

She is survived by her beloved 
daughter- in-law, Julie, and her 
beloved grandsons, Michael and 
Daniel.  She is also survived by 
first cousins Betty O’Brien of 
Monarch Beach, California and 
John Lewis Scott of Winslow, 
Arizona and numerous loving 
nieces and nephews throughout 
the west.   

Dotti, a florist, and husband 
Guy retired and moved to Gold 
Canyon, Arizona where they re-
sided until 2004 and then made 
their final move to Prescott, 
Arizona.  In recent years, Dotti 
enjoyed serving as the “Queen 
Mum” with the neighborhood 
Red Hats group, “The Shady La-
dies of Granite Oaks."  She will 
be greatly missed by her family 
and friends. 

At Dotti’s request  there will 
be no public service.  In lieu of 
flowers please consider making a 
contribution to a favorite charity 
in her memory.

Services entrusted to Sunrise 
Funeral Home.

 

 

at info@trekwomenstriathlon.com.
The Trek Women Triathlon Series fea-

tures seven official entry categories includ-
ing: Age Groups (separated by five-year 
increments), Mixed Age Group (so you can 
do the race with family and friends), Athena 
(150lbs +), Women in Uniform (military or 
government), Physically Challenged, Elite 
and Relay as part of a continuing effort to 
provide the best possible race experience 
for all women. 

 

Players Sought
Tracy Futbol Clubs U-12 Fireballs Hi 

Comp Soccer team looking for players. 
Birthdate must be between August 1, 1997 to 
August 1, 1998. For more information please 
contact George Edwards at (209) 613-2294 
or E-mail g1edwards@msn.com.

 
15U Summer Baseball

Granada Wolf Pack Baseball Club 
2010 Summer Team is seeking talented and 
passionate players for its 15U tournament 
team. Season will be during June and July. 
Experienced coaching; highly competitive 
baseball. Contact Manager David Journey 
at granadabaseball@hotmail.com for 
tryout info.

Hook and Ladder Run
The Livermore-Pleasanton Firefighters 

foundation will be Hosting the 2nd Annual 
Hook and Ladder Run on Sunday, June 6, 
2010 at Wente Vineyards, 5050 Arroyo Rd., 
Livermore.

There will be a 5K run/walk, 10K run 
and a kids 1 mile fun run. 

The event benefits the Livermore-Pleas-
anton Firefighters Foundation, a non-profit 
501 (c) 3 that supports injured and fallen 
firefighters, the Burn Foundation and local 
charities in the Tri-Valley. 

Registration, which begins at 6:30 a.m., 
is $35.00 for the 5 or 10K and $15.00 for 
the kids 1 mile fun run. Both the 5 and 10K 
will start at 8 a. m. The kids 1 mile run will 
start about 9:30 a. m. 

The 5K is a run/walk that is 50% paved 
and 50% dirt road and is stroller friendly. 
The 10K is 90% dirt road and 10% paved 
road. Strollers are not allowed in the 10K. 
Both runs travel through Sycamore Grove 
Park and are very flat with only one hill on 
the 10K. The Kid’s One-Mile Fun Run (for 
ages 12 & under) will take place at Wente 
Vineyards. No dogs. 

Awards will be given 3 deep in each age 
group (M & F) 12 and under, 13-19, 20-29, 
30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60+. Special prizes for 

overall top 3 Male and Female race winners 
5K and 10K run. Water and refreshments will 
be provided at the end of the race. Wente 
Vineyards will have additional food and 
wine tasting for purchase. No picnicking is 
permitted. Many of the event sponsors will 
have booths and all participants receive a tee 
shirt and gift bag. The event is very family 
oriented and attendance is expected to be 
800 to 1000 participants. 

Register online at www.onyourmarkev-
ents.com until May 31.

Checks should be made payable to: 
Livermore-Pleasanton Firefighters Founda-
tion (LPFF). Race packets and T-shirts can 
be picked up at Fleet Feet Sports, 310 Main 
Street, Pleasanton starting Friday, June 4 
till Sat at noon. 

Ironhead Lacrosse
A large selection of summer lacrosse 

programs are now open for registration. 
Ironhead Lacrosse offers activities for youth 
boys and girls, men and women of all ages 
and experience levels. Events and league 
sessions are conducted at Cabernet Sports 
in Livermore. For more details visit www.
ironheadlacrosse.com or call Bob Mezeul 
at 925-989-4553.

Basketball Camp
Las Positas College Girls Basketball 

Camp is set for July 26-30, 4 to 6 p.m. Early 
fee payment $50 by July 2; $75 late fee. Mail 
checks to: Las Positas Women’s Basketball 
Office, 3000 Campus Hill Drive, Livermore, 
CA 94551. Make Checks Payable to: Las 
Positas Women’s Basketball. Access the 
Registration form on: www.laspositascol-
lege.edu/athletics. Contact Lindsay Wisely 
with questions: lindsaywisely@yahoo.com. 
All proceeds benefit Las Positas College 
Women’s Basketball

Triathlon Series
Saturday, June 21 is the kick off to On 

Your Mark Events’ 23rd annual Tri-For-Fun 
Triathlon Series, at Shadow Cliffs Park in 
Pleasanton, On Your Mark Event’s Tri-For-
Fun Triathlon Series. 

Utilizing the lake and rolling hills of 
Shadow Cliff Park and the flat paved roads 
running through Pleasanton and Livermore, 
the Tri-For-Fun features a course distance 
of 400-yard Swim (warm, clean lake); 
11-mile bike (loop course, flat streets); 
3.1-mile run (rolling fire trail). The course 
is perfect for the newcomer as well as the 
seasoned triathlete. Along with the shorter 
(than usual tri distance) course and the safe, 
friendly, and non-competitive atmosphere, 
the Tri-For-Fun makes an excellent event 

for the numerous first-time triathletes. It’s 
not unusual to see a 10-year old running 
along side with a 70-year old. (Last year, 
the youngest and oldest participants recorded 
were 6-years old and 78-years old.) Though 
the three Tri-For-Fun triathlons are not 
competitive with awards (remember, it’s 
for fun), there is a digital timing clock so 
each participant can check on his/her time 
personal achievement. 

The 2010 On Your Mark Tri-For-Fun 
Series dates are June 19, July 17, and 
August 21. The Tri-For-Real will be held 
on September 19. All races will start at 
7:00 a.m., at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, 
2500 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton, CA. There 
is a 1,000-participant maximum for each 
triathlon. The triathlons do sell out.

Entry fee for the three Tri-For-Funs 
is $55.00 in advance, and $65.00 day of. 
Participants will receive a commemorative 
T-shirt, refreshments, snacks, and entry into 
the always exciting raffle (must be present 
to win). ($65.00 advance, and $75.00 day 
of for the Tri-For-Real, which also includes 
trophies and medals.)

Check-in and registration will begin 
at 5:00 a.m., with the first wave hitting the 
water at 7:00 a.m.

To register or to receive more information 
about On Your Mark Events’ Tri-For-Fun 
Triathlon Series, call 209-795-7832 or visit 

their Web site at www.onyourmarkevents.
com.

Baseball Camps
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach 

David Perotti is hosting two summer camps. 
Each camper will receive individual instruc-
tion from coaches and Livermore High play-
ers, a snack each day and a camp shirt. There 
are two 5-12 year old camps that cost $100 
and $125. The two dates are: June 28-July 
1 (four days only) and July 12-16 and run 
from 9-12 each day. For more info to sign 
up please contact David Perotti at (925) 
586-2811 or dpperotti@yahoo.com or check 
website www.eteamz.com/lvb

Summer Baseball
Granada Wolf Pack Baseball Club is 

looking for additional players for its 15U 
tournament team. Walk-on tryouts will be 
held on May 29th, Granada High School 
freshman baseball field. 400 Wall St., Liver-
more. 9AM-12PM. Feel free to contact Head 
Coach David Journey at granadabaseball@
hotmail.com for more information.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437659-437660
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:1)Water & 
Wastewater Management 
Solutions, 2)Water & Waste-
water Management Systems, 
2385 Sandpiper Way, Pleas-
anton Ca 94566 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Stephen S. Cusenza, 2385 
Sandpiper Way, Pleasanton 
Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Stephen S. Cusenza
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 23, 2010. Expires 
April 23, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2768 Publish May 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437652
The following person(s) doing 
business as:DVF Construc-
tion, 145 Topaz Way, Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
David Valente Freese, 145 
Topaz Way, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David Freese
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 23, 2010. Expires 
April 23, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2769 Publish May 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437600
The following person(s) do-

ing business as:Savant!x 
Ventures, Inc. DBA: Sport 
Clips, 4338 Las Positas Rd., 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Savant!x Ventures, Inc., 
4726 Cindy Ct., Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David C. Trabert
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 22, 2010. Expires 
April 22, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2770 Publish May 6, 13, 
20, 27, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437560
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Dreamviu 
Publishing, 1081 Felicia Ct., 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
David W. Palmer, 1081 Felicia 
Ct., Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on March 31, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David W. Palmer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 22, 2010. Expires 
April 22, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2772. Publish  May 13, 20, 
27, June 3, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 438173-438177
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1)JK Industries, 
2) Jeffrey’s Fine Catering, 
3) All American Solar, 4) 
North Face Construction, 
5) Revelation Homes, 3123 
Independence Dr., Livermore 
Ca 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Jeff’s Kitchen & Bath Design 
Inc., 3605 Huff Court, Pleas-
anton Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 

to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Palma Fitch
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 6, 2010. Expires May 
6, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2773 Publish May 13, 20, 
27, June 3, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 438284
The following person(s) doing 
business as:RJB Productions, 
3283 East Ave., Livermore Ca 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Robert J. Belt, 3283 East 
Ave., Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Robert J. Belt
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 10, 2010. Expires May 
10, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2774 Publish May 13, 20, 
27, June 3, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437738
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Excellent 
Bookkeeping Solutions,3504 
Ovella Way, Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Debra Sindelir St. John, 3504 
Ovella Way, Pleasanton Ca 
94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Debra S. St. John
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 26, 2010. Expires 
April 26, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2778 Publish May 20, 27, 
June 3, 10, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 438026
The following person(s) do-

ing business as:NovelTouch, 
1169 Farmington Way, Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Suzanne Christiana Eddle-
man, 1169 Farmington Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Suzanne Eddleman
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 3, 2010. Expires May 
3, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2780 Publish May 20, 27, 
June 3, 10, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 437670
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Cal State 
Fireplace, 1571 Sunset Dr., 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Derek James Huerta, 1571 
Sunset Dr., Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Derek James Huerta
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 23, 2010. Expires 
April 23, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2781 Publish May 20, 27, 

June 3, 10, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 438005
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Chivamex Soc-
cer, Inc., 3828 International 
Blvd., Oakland Ca 94601 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Chivamex Soccer, Inc., 3828 
International Blvd., Oakland, 
CA 94601
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Minerva C. Monnar
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 3, 2010. Expires May 
3, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2784 Publish May 27, 
June 3, 10, 17, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 438438
The following person(s) doing 
business as:VB Enterprises, 
403 Junction Ave #117, Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Betty Baldi - Trustee - Baldi 
Family Trust, 5395 Blackhawk 
Dr., Danville, Ca 94506
This business is conducted 
by:a Trust
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on February 
11, 2004.
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Betty M. Baldi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 12, 2010. Expires May 
12, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2786. Publish  May 27, June 
3, 10, 17, 2010.

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 907, 
Oakland, CA 94612 NET-
WORKING/NORTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900726 for Uniform 
& Textile Rental Laundry 
Services, Thursday, June 
03, 2010, 10:00 a.m. – Gen-
eral Services Agency, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Room 228, 
2nd Floor, Oakland, CA NET-
WORKING/SOUTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900726 for Uniform 
& Textile Rental Laundry 
Services, Friday, June 04, 
2010, 10:00 a.m. – Social Ser-
vices Agency, 24100 Ama-
dor Street, California Poppy 
Room, 2nd Floor, Hayward, 
CA Responses Due by 2:00 
pm on June 28, 2010 County 
Contact : Jennifer Chan 
Ngo (510) 208-9604 or via 
email: jennifer.ngo@acgov.
org Attendance at Networking 
Conference is Non-manda-
tory. Specifications regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Alameda County GSA 
Current Contracting Oppor-
tunities Internet website at 
www.acgov.org.
5/27/10
CNS-1867689#

The Independent Legal No. 
2785. Publish May 27, 2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are at Petsmart in Dublin 
from  1 to 4, and PetCo in San 
Ramon from 11 to 3.    Infor-
mation, call TVAR at  (925) 
803-7043 or visit our website 
at www.tvar.org

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000.

6)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET?  FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara  
925 243-8000 to let 38,000 
households know!

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
10)AUTOS WANTED
DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-

ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 

Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free 
Vacation Package.  Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible.   
Call 1-800-252-0615. 

(CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR! to 
SONGS of LOVE! Seen on 
the TODAY SHOW! Make 
a sick child smile and get a 
tax-deduction., Endorsed 

by Bob McGrath of Sesame 
Street! Call 888-909-SONG 

(7664) (CAL*SCAN).

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at   

925-243-8000
0R  www.independent-

news.com  Pay by Credit 
Card  for any Classified or 

Display ads.
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School Fund-raiser
Linda and Larry Bourland, owners 

of Serenity Stoneworks, located on 
252 Main Street in Pleasanton, have 
donated their backyard events area 
to Hart Middle School for a special 
presentation of their after-school 
improvisation program. 

A suggested $5 ticket charge will 
be donated to the Pleasanton Edu-
cational Enrichment Foundation to 
Save the Arts in Pleasanton Schools. 
The performance is scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 2 from 7pm-8pm 
during First Wednesday. 

The director of the program is 
Kenn Adams of Tri-Valley Young 
Performers Academy. He is a 20-year 
veteran of performing and teaching 
improvisation currently performing in 
his one-man show Adventure Theater. 
Donate to Save the Arts in Pleasanton 
Schools at www.PSEE.org
 
Centennial Light

The Centennial Light is the 
topic for the M.O.M.'s (Museum On 
Main's) Reading Time, from 10-11 
a.m. on Wednesday, June 9,  at the 

Job Connections, the largest 
non-profit job search support 
organization in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, will host its 8th Annual 
Career and Leadership Summit 
on June 5, 2010 from 7:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Community Presby-
terian Church, 222 W. El Pintado 
Road in Danville.

The Summit is expected to 
draw up to 2,000 attendees who 
are seeking to network with oth-
ers while enhancing their profes-
sional and personal skills. Key-
note speakers for this half-day 
free event are nationally known, 
career and leadership experts 
Patrick Lencioni and Amilya 
Antonetti. Lencioni is founder of 
the management consulting firm 
Table Group Inc. and author of 
eight books, including the criti-
cally acclaimed The Five Dys-
functions of a Team. Antonetti, 
a green business pioneer, author 
and creator of Amilya’s Soap-
works, has been featured widely 
in the media, including on Oprah 
and CBS Morning News.

“Attending the Career and 
Leadership Summit is the path to 
getting your career on track and 
we will show you how to get this 
done,” said Lencioni.

“A conference of this caliber 
would easily charge a $100 ticket 
fee to cover expenses. We are 
very pleased to offer this as a 
free event, due to the generosity 
of our speakers, sponsors, and 
volunteers,” said Dean Tracy, 
career coach and a founder of Job 
Connections.

The Career and Leadership 
Summit is supported by The 
Community Presbyterian Church, 
which manages Job Connections, 
and corporate sponsors, includ-
ing the San Francisco Business 
Times. Registration information 
may be found at http://www.
jobconnections.org. Those inter-
ested in corporate sponsorships 
or volunteering should contact 
Dean Tracy at 925.552.7972.

Museum On Main, 603 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. This free literacy program 
designed to introduce preschool-aged 
children to books and activities about 
the unique people, cultures, and 
events in their community. 

M.O.M.'s Reading Time takes 
place the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month at 10-11 a.m. at the Museum 
On Main, 603 Main Street, Pleas-
anton.

 Topics are July 14, Our Great 
Nation; August 11, A Ramadan Story; 
September 8, Autumn Harvest; Oc-
tober 13, Spooky Stories; November 
10, Celebrate Duvali; December 8, 
Winter Holidays.

No admission fee.  Donations are 
always accepted.  No reservations 
are required.  Playgroups and large 
groups are asked to please call in 
advance.

Information about the program 
is available by contacting Jen-
nifer Amiel, director of education, 
education@museumonmain.org or 
925-462-2766. Visit www.museu-
monmain.org. Regular hours are 
Wednesday through Saturday 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Sunday 1-4 p.m.

Animal Camp
The East Bay SPCA is offering 

an animal camp for children entering 
grades 1 to 8 in the fall.

There are weekly sessions begin-
ning June 21, 9 a.m. to noon. Animal 
Camp is an interactive educational 
program where campers learn about 
animals and gain an appreciation for 
all living beings.

The cost is $150 per week. The 
camp is held at 4651 Gleason Dr., 
Dublin. To learn more or to register, 
visit www.eastbayspca.org.

 
Father's Day Special

The Rose Hotel  is offering dads 
and their families a special package 
in honor of Fathers Day, June 20.  The 
hotel is located 807 at Main Street, 
Pleasanton. The special package offer 
will extend through the entire month 
of June 2010.  

The Fathers Day package, at 
$299 plus tax, includes deluxe king 
accommodations and an elaborate 
continental breakfast.  In addition, 

guests will receive a $50 gift certifi-
cate to be redeemed at their choice 
of one of four participating upscale 
Pleasanton restaurants.  They will 
also receive an 8” by 10” family 
photo to be taken at Ultra-spective 
Photography of Livermore, Calif. 
with no obligation to purchase ad-
ditional photos or sittings. 

Space is limited.  Reservations 
may be made by calling (800) 843-
9540. Extensive information about 
The Rose Hotel is available at www.
rosehotel.net. 

Father's Day Picnic
Father’s Day will be here before 

you know it and if you are looking 
for something different to do this 
year, the City of Dublin Parks & 
Community Services Department has 
the perfect way to celebrate Dad’s 
special day!

Join us for an old fashioned 
Father’s Day Picnic on Sunday, June 
20th from 10am to 2 pm in the Group 
Picnic Area at Emerald Glen Park. 
Cost is only $3 per person, which 

will guarantee your family reserved 
table seating in our Group Picnic 
Area and all the games, activities, 
entertainment and ice cold lemonade. 
All you need to bring is your picnic 
lunch and dad.

You can register on-line at 
www.DublinRecGuide.com Call 
556-4500 if you would like more 
information.

Forest Home Farms 
Beginning June 12, Forest Home 

Farms and the Glass House Museum 
will be open to visitors from 10am to 
2pm each 2nd Saturday of the month. 
Tours of the Glass House Museum 
will be at 10am, 11am, 12pm and 
1pm and tours of the farm will be 
at 11am and 1pm. Each tour lasts 
approximately 45 minutes. Price for 
tours is $5 each or $8 for both tours 
taken on the same day.

Each month will feature special 
activities. For the month of June there 
will be Victorian games and activities 
for children on the lawn behind the 
Glass House Museum.

The Ladies of Lincoln’s Era, 
a travelling exhibit from the Cali-
fornia Exhibit Resources Alliance, 
is on display at the Glass House 
Museum through October 9th. This 
exhibition highlights 12 of the most 
influential women of the 1860s using 
photographs, biographies, period 
fashions and accessories. Entrance 
to the exhibit is included in the tour 
of the house.

The San Ramon Certified Organic 
Farmer’s Market is also open from 
9am to 1pm each Saturday at For-
est Home Farms, and features live 
entertainment each week. Visit our 
old-fashioned Victorian Gift Shoppe, 
take a tractor ride and watch the 
sheepdog demonstrations!

For more information about Forest 
Home Farms Historic Park call (925) 
973-3284 or visit www.sanramon-
recguide.com. Forest Home Farms 
Historic Park is located at 19953 San 
Ramon Valley Blvd., just south of 
Pine Valley Road in San Ramon.

Nonprofit Job 
Connections 
Set for June 5

Twenty-three DUI saturation 
patrols in seven police jurisdic-
tions and a sobriety checkpoint 
in Hayward along with maximum 
freeway enforcement by the 
California Highway Patrol are 
set for Alameda County’s Avoid 
the 21 crackdown on impaired 
drivers over the long Memorial 
Day weekend.

The four-day effort starts at 
the first minute of Friday, May 
28, and continues until midnight 
Monday, May 31, said Lt. Ava 
Garavatti of the Livermore Police 
Dept., campaign coordinator.

Police in the county arrested 
186 on suspicion of DUI during 
last year’s Memorial Day week-
end. Two died in DUI-related 
crashes.

Fielding saturation DUI pa-
trols are the Sheriff’s office and 
police departments in Alam-
eda, Albany, Berkeley, Fremont, 
Newark and San Leandro. The 
CHP will assign all available 
officers to road duty for all four 
days.

“Being arrested for DUI or 
getting into a crash would be a 
horrible way to start the sum-
mer,” Garavatti commented. 
“Drunk driving is deadly and 
expensive, but the good news is 
that it’s completely preventable. 
Drive stone-cold sober every 
single time,” she advised.

Joining Alameda County’s 
Avoid the 21 interagency DUI 
campaign are 41 similar crack-
downs throughout California 
that involve more than 540 law 
enforcement agencies and cover 
98 percent of the state’s popula-
tion.

The California Office of Traf-
fic Safety funds them all through 
the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. They are 
the largest funded statewide DUI 
crackdowns in the United States, 
according to NHTSA.

DUI Saturation 
Patrols Planned 
Over Weekend

Thirty-minute flight experiences 
are available for a tax-deductible 
donation. Flights on either the B-
17 or B-24 are $425 per person. 
P-51 flights are $2,200 for a ½ 
hour and $3,200 for a full hour.  
For reservations and information 
on flight experiences, call  800-
568-8924. 

Ground tours and display 
will be from noon to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 30; from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Monday and Tuesday, 
May 31 and June 1. The flight 
experiences are scheduled before 
and after the ground tours.

Locally based aircraft will 
be on display Monday, May 31. 
They include: AT-6s/SNJs/Har-
vard, T-28s, P-51s, P-40, C1A 
Tracker from the USS Hornet, 
and a Yak 18. Some military 

vehicles of the era will be on dis-
play. Historical photographs and 
memorabilia will be displayed. 
The Singing Blue Stars of the 
USS Hornet will be performing 
songs of the 40s and 50s from 
11:30 p.m. to 1 p.m. All of this 
is no extra charge. 

For further information call 
Kevin Ryan 925.216.4371

The Collings Foundation is 
a 501c3 non-profit educational 
foundation devoted to organizing 
living history events. The Nation-
wide WINGS OF FREEDOM 
TOUR is in its 21st year (18th 
year at Livermore), and visits 
an average of 110 cities in more 
than 35 states annually. Since it 
started, tens of millions of people 
have seen the tour at locations 
nationwide. 

Axis Community Health has 
received a $75,000 grant from 
Sutter Health.  Axis is one of the 
18 community clinics in North-
ern California that have received 
a total of $1.5 million.

Palo Alto Medical Foundation 
wrote letters of support in behalf 
of nine Bay Area clinics, all of 
whom received Sutter Health 
grants.  Axis Community Health 
is one of two recipients located 
in Alameda County. 

“The Sutter Health grant will 
enable us to provide 483 addi-
tional medical visits for residents 
who otherwise would not be able 
to access medical care,” says 
Axis CEO Sue Compton. “At 
our rate of 300 new patients each 
month, it will make a significant 

PLANES
(continued from page one)

difference in our ability to deliver 
care.”

Axis Community Health of-
fers medical, mental health, 
substance abuse counseling and 
health education services to resi-
dents of the Tri-Valley.  

Founded in 1972 as a li-
censed nonprofit organization, 
Axis serves 14,000 community 
members annually through direct 
services and school- and commu-
nity-based education, prevention 
and treatment programs.  

The agency operates three 
facilities in Pleasanton and two 
in Livermore and is supported by 
local, state and federal funding, 
foundation grants, client rev-
enues and community donations.  
Detailed information is available 
at www.axishealth.org. 

Axis Receives Grant from Sutter Health

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Historic planes were on display last year at the Livermore Airport.
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EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 

Light housekeeping 
errands transportation 

meal prep personal care. 
Please fax resume  

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ALL CASH VENDING! Be 
Your Own Boss! Your Own 
Local Vending Route. In-
cludes 25 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. Multi-
Vend LLC, 1-888-625-2405. 
(CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

Opportunity Knocking
Auto Sales

Self-Motivated
Easy Schedule

No Experience Needed
       Will Train!

Benefits
Apply Within
Or Online @

LivermoreAutoGroup.com
 Call Parm or Ravi @

(925) 294-7700
Ford / Lincoln / Mercury

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

MOW MY WEEDS  
for $50.00 Area size is 5000 
square feet. 925 454-2994 

after 6:00pm

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
TECH. Must be H.S. grad 

ages 17-34. No experience 
needed. Paid training, 

benefits, vacation, regular 
raises. Call Mon-Fri. 1-800-

345-6289. (CAL*SCAN)

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS! Get 
paid to train in the California 

Army National Guard. Up 
to 100% tuition assistance. 
Part-time work. Full-Time 
benefits. May qualify for 

bonus. www.NationalGuard.
com/Careers or 1-800-GO-

GUARD. (CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

SLT NEEDS CDL A TEAM 
DRIVERS with Hazmat. 
$2,000 Bonus. Teams split 
$.68 for all miles. Solo flatbed 
owner operators needed 
for West Regional. . 1-800-
835-9471, 1-877-253-2897. 
(CAL*SCAN)

COMPANY DRIVERS (Solos 
& Hazmat Teams) * GREAT 
PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

38,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara  

121)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

RAIN OR SHINE!

Call Barbara 925-243-8000 
or go to www.independent-
news.com before 8am Tues-
days to get your ad in for the 
next edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Place your household items 

here for sale. Call  
925 243-8000 or go on-line 

at  www.independentnews.
com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

FOUND CASH
Livermore Area

Please Call  
925 447-6623

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSL      B (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/DU-
P L E X / H O U S E / T O W N -
HOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 38,000 households/
businesses  find out about it.
 To place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

By Advertising with The In-
dependent you can reach 
over 38,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION. 70+ Homes / Auction: 
June 8. Open House: May 29, 
June 5 & 6. REDC / View Full 
Listings www.Auction.com Re 
Broker 01093886

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIVING 
SPACE By Advertising with 
The Independent. Reach 
over 38,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

170)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE 

By Advertising with The In-
dependent you can reach 
over 38,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

20 ACRE RANCH FORE-
CLOSURES Near Booming 
El Paso, Texas. Was $16,900 
Now $12,900. $0 Down, as-
sume payments, $99/month. 
Owner financing. FREE map/
pictures 1-800-343-9444. 
(CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with The Inde-
pendent reaching over 38,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad placement. Call Bar-
bara 925 243-8000

175)REAL ESTATE AUC-
TIONS

AUCTION - SPECTACULAR 
106 acre PROPERTY near 
Paso Robles with highway 
frontage, nice home, irriga-
tion, well and more! Visit www.
AuctionCA.com Call Elite 
Auctions (661) 325-6500. 
Auction June 5th @ 12 noon. 
(CAL*SCAN)

BUY FORECLOSED HOMES 
Phoenix AZ area 30-50 cents 
on the $1.00. Investment and 
retirement homes all price 
ranges even $1 million+ Fan-
tastic buys! 1-480-970-3310. 
www.Bid4UProperties.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
177)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
 over 3 million Californians! 
FREE ema i l  b rochure .  
Call (916) 288-6019. www.
Cal-SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE ONLINE in a 
network of 50-plus news-
paper websites.  Border to 
Border with one order! $7  

cost per thousand impres-
sions statewide. Minimum 
$5 ,000  o rder .  Ca l l  f o r  
details: (916) 288-6010.  
www.CaliforniaBannerAd 
Network.com (CAL*SCAN)

180)EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!  1-
866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
S o u t h E a s t e r n H S . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com
184)FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Get cash for 
your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High 
payouts. Call J.G. Went-
worth. 1-866-Settlement (1-
866-738-8536). Rated A+ by 
the Better Business Bureau. 
(CAL*SCAN)

187)SCHOOLS/TRAINNG

Advertisement for Training. 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

TRAINING. Learn to operate 
bulldozer, backhoe, loader, 

motor grader, excavator. 
Job placement assistance. 

Call 888-210-4534. Northern 
California College of  

Construction. www.HEAVY4.
com promocode: NCPA1. 

(CAL*SCAN)

What Buyers Value Most in 
Their Real Estate Agents

By Cher Wollard
Homebuyers want agents who are “honest, knowledgeable 

and responsive,” according to a 2009 survey conducted by the 
National Association of Realtors.

The survey asked consumers who had recently purchased 
homes to complete a “Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers. A 
group of participants were then interviewed in depth. The results 
of both the survey and the interviews were published in this 
month’s Realtor Magazine.

The magazine advises agents to concentrate on three primary 
skills: Listening, Educating and Earning Trust.

“Honesty and integrity naturally are key. But I really think 
the communication process is so important,” said Tom Chance, 
a veteran Realtor with J Rockcliff in Livermore. “People want 
to know the agent really does care about them.” 

Chance’s insights are echoed by homebuyers in the survey. 
In fact, “honesty” was the No. 1 quality sought by buyers, 
followed closely by “knowledge of the purchase process” and 
“responsiveness.”

According to the survey, the skills and qualities buyers cited 
as most important in an agent, in order of percentage citing each 
attribute, are:

• Honesty – 98 percent
• Knowledge about the Purchase Process – 95 percent
• Responsiveness – 93 percent
• Knowledge about the Market – 92 percent
• Negotiation Skills – 84 percent
• Communication – 83 percent
• People Skills – 79 percent
• Knowledge of the Area – 77 percent
• Technology Skills – 37 percent
“We’re getting hammered all the time about how important 

the new technology is, and we can’t be dinosaurs, but to me 
the biggest thing is communication,” Chance said. “A returned 
phone call or a returned e-mail in a timely fashion is not too 
much to ask.” 

Even in this Internet age, when buyers have access to list-
ings online at sites such as realtor.com and Zillow, the service 
buyers value most from the agents they worked with is “finding 
the right home to purchase.”

That may be because determining which property is the 
“right” home depends on knowledge of the area, the market and 
condition of the property, expertise a good agent can provide. 

A diligent buyer’s agent will do more than just drive clients 
around. He or she will explain the advantages and disadvantages 
of various neighborhoods and individual properties. 

When clients find a property they are interested in, their agent 
will help them evaluate what price and terms to offer, based on 
their needs and the realities of the current market.

According to the survey, the services buyers valued most 
from the agents they worked with, in order of the percentage 
saying it’s most important, are:

• Finding the right home to purchase – 46 percent
• Negotiating terms of the sale – 16 percent
• Helping with price negotiations – 13 percent
• Completing paperwork – 9 percent
• Determining what comparable homes sell for – 8 percent
• Determining how much they can afford – 4 percent
• Finding and arranging financing – 2 percent
The last two items “determining how much they can af-

ford” and “finding and arranging financing,” are vital to any 
transaction, but are services more often performed by mortgage 
specialists. 

Most buyers use the services of a real estate agent when 
purchasing property. Looking back on the transaction after it 
has closed, some buyers may be surprised by the list of benefits 
their agent brought to the transaction. 

The survey also asked how agents benefited their buyers. 
Here are the top 10, in order of the percentage of buyers citing 
each benefit:

• Helped them understand the process – 63 percent
• Pointed out unnoticed features and faults of the property 

– 53 percent
• Negotiated better sales contract terms – 42 percent
• Improved their knowledge of search areas – 41 percent
• Provided a better list of service providers than the client 

already had – 41 percent
• Negotiated a better price – 36 percent
• Shortened their home search – 29 percent
• Provided a better list of mortgage lenders than the client 

had – 22 percent
• Expanded their search area – 20 percent
• Narrowed their search area – 18 percent
“If an agent is doing his job, he’s communicating,” Chance 

said. “Sometimes it may seem like it’s a frivolous question, but 
to our clients, it’s not. We do this every day and they don’t. I 
don’t think there’s ever a question too small.”

While most buyers say an agent’s knowledge and skill are 
important criteria, experience may not be all that crucial. 

A newer agent has more time to spend with you and is prob-
ably under the careful watch of his or her broker. What expe-
rienced agents bring, is years of knowledge about the market, 
strategy and handling potential problems.

“Anybody can sell a house,” Chance said. “It’s how does 
the client feel at the end of that transaction. They don’t need to 
know all the bumps in the road we deal with, but we do need 
to communicate well. 

“I tell agents, you can do 500 transactions, but if you don’t 
get repeat business, you’re doing something wrong. We want 
to be more than one-hit wonders.” 

Next week: Who are sellers and agents: Who sold homes in 
2009 and why? How satisfied were they with the experience?

Homebuyers Out in 
Force in April

Purchases of existing homes climbed nationally by 7.6 
percent in April to a 5.77 million annual rate, according to 
the N.A.R. Year to year, purchases of existing homes rose 26 
percent.

Many of those buyers were likely hurrying to meet deadlines 
for a substantial federal  tax credit.

During the same period the number of homes on the market 
climbed by the most in a decade, possibly reflecting sellers 
trying to cash in on the heightened activity. Median prices also 
showed — the biggest in four years. 

Analysts are waiting to see whether this pattern can be 
maintained once the tax incentives expire, especially if interest 
rates go up.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home Realty, Livermore.
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By Patricia Koning
Ever wondered what goes 

on behind the closed door of a 
school principal’s office? Sixteen 
Tri-Valley business and commu-
nity leaders had the chance to find 
out during the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District’s 
“Principal for a Day” shadowing 
event on May 12. 

Each business and community 
partner spent the morning at one 
of the District’s schools with the 
site principal. The entire group, 
principals and partners along 
with District staff, came together 
for a lunch. District staff gave a 
presentation about the state of 
Livermore schools, including 
budget difficulties; the partners 
shared their reflections on the 
day. 

School board member Anne 
White suggested the event to 
District staff as a way to spread 
good news about Livermore 
schools. “We’ve done this in the 
past and it’s always been very 
successful,” she said. “I thought, 
what better way to know about 
the great things happening in our 
schools than to see it? It was an 
open house for people we hope 
will be talkative.”

Mike Janes, public relations 
officer for Sandia National Labo-
ratories, stated, “I learned a 
tremendous amount about what 
makes a school work and the 
challenges our teachers are up 
against. Not having children of 
my own, I haven’t had a lot of 
exposure to elementary schools 
outside of Sandia’s Family Sci-

Business and Community Leaders 
Step into Principals’ Shoes for a Day

ence Night program. I came away 
thoroughly impressed with the 
teachers, students, and staff at 
Sunset Elementary School.”

One surprise for Janes was 
the vast inequities in public 
education funding. “It seems so 
obvious that education should 
be a priority and should be fairly 
funded. No one child or school 
district is more important than 
any other,” he said. “It is mind 
boggling that we can’t figure out 
an equitable way to distribute the 
scarce resources.”

Kate Runyon, a trustee on the 
Livermore Board of Education, 
approached the day from a differ-
ent perspective. Both her children 
attended Livermore schools and 
she’s a former president of the 
Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation (LVEF). 

“For someone who is not a 
professional, I do know a lot,” 
she said. “I specifically wanted 
to go to Marylin Avenue to listen 
to the principal and staff about 
what they perceive made the dif-
ference. Everyone always wanted 
that school to perform better and 
everyone was working hard, but 
in the last few years something 
changed. So now how do we 
spread it around? Success is won-
derful and I want more.”

(After having been placed on 
a watch list, Marylin Avenue has 
improved its scores through a 
dedicated effort by the commu-
nity, school staff and parents.)

She added that the day was 
fun. “In my position, I deal with a 
lot of unhappy people,” she said. 

“At the luncheon, it was really 
great to hear everyone talk about 
their positive experiences at the 
various school sites.”

Ron Sutton, president of Ac-
cusplit, spent the morning at Del 
Valle/Phoenix with Principal Kat 
Hannah. “When I arrived that 
morning, she and several staff 
members were standing on the 
steps of the school, welcoming 
every single student by name 
and letting them know they were 
expected and welcome. If they 
didn’t comply with the rules, 
which a few students did not, 
she reminded them in a friendly, 
supportive manner. The whole 
environment of the staff was re-
ally supportive.”

Granada principal Chris Van 
Schaack was shadowed by Erik 
Mukerjee of Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL). “It 
was good to be able to talk about 
the current state of education 
with somebody who is success-
ful in the ‘outside’ world,” Van 
Shaack said. “Erik had some very 
interesting ideas about the types 
of skills needed to be successful 
beyond high school. I enjoyed 
showing off some of the things 
we have done well at Granada. 
He got a chance to see how high 
school has changed since he’s 
been in school. It’s always great 
to have visitors.”

Rancho Elementary principal 
Chris Calabrese enjoyed having 
Darlene Besst of the National 
Electrical Contractors Asso-
ciation (NECA) as his business 
partner for the morning. “Having 
Darlene here was a treat for us 
since the organization she works 

with gave $5,000 to our track 
fund. Education needs partner-
ships more then ever and it is 
exciting to have NECA as a part-
ner with Rancho Elementary,” 
he said

White was pleased with the 
feedback given at the luncheon. 
“The day went very well,” she 
said. “At the luncheon, many of 
the business partners spoke about 
the synergy between the teachers, 
school staff, and students. We 
also got a number of compli-
ments on the facilities, which we 
can thank Measure L for.”

The “Principal for a Day” 
business and community partners 
were: Kevin Wilson, FedEx (Al-
tamont Creek); Troy Brown, City 
of Livermore (Arroyo Seco); 
Subadra Subramanian, Shiva-
Vishnu Temple (Croce); Ron 
Sutton, Accusplit (Del Valle/
Phoenix); Kevin White, Solar 
Universe (East Avenue); Erik 
Mukerjee, LLNL (Granada High 
School); Susan Houghton, Safe-
way (Jackson Avenue); Jeannie 
Haigh, Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce (Junction Avenue); 
Joan Seppala, Independent News-
paper (Livermore High School); 
Kate Runyon, Livermore School 
Board (Marylin Avenue); Marci 
Rodgers, Next Step Strategies 
(Mendenhall); David Rice, Tri-
Valley Community Foundation 
(Joe Michell); Josh Thurman, 
Office of Alameda County Super-
visor Scott Haggerty (Portola); 
Darlene Besst, NECA (Rancho); 
Chris Mohammed, Rotary Club 
of Livermore Valley (Smith); and 
Mike Janes, Sandia (Sunset). 

economic climate doesn’t allow 
us to look at raising revenues,” 
he stated.

Measures proposed by the 
general manager include elimi-
nating or reducing adult softball, 
cyclocross and golf events; stop-
ping the operation the Valley 
Rock Gym in January 2011; re-
ducing teen programs; eliminat-
ing RADD and TADD programs 
for developmentally disabled 
adults and youth; eliminating 
Livermore Idol and other special 
events at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center; discontinu-
ing participation in Earth Day, 
Super Football Party and the 
4th of July Celebration; reduc-
ing school nature programs and 
eliminating contracted nature 
programs; reducing open space 
programs and patrols; shifting 
administration of the districtwide 
volunteer program to senior 
services; and delaying filling 
finance manager and park fore-
man positions.

Staff also recommended 
workforce reductions. They in-
clude eliminating two full-time 
recreation supervisors, a full-
time naturalist, a full-time ranger, 
a part-time designated senior 
recreation leader, a part-time 
designated volunteer coordina-
tor and not refilling the full-time 
position of ESS senior clerk after 
a planned retirement in Decem-
ber 2010.

The proposed budget calls for 
an increase in park watering by 
17 percent, a recommendation 
based on seeing the results of 
reducing watering by 20 percent 
for the last two years. There have 
been complaints from members 
of the public concerning the 
brown grass in parks. 

Prior to the workshop, board 
members were provided with 
worksheets describing programs 
and services provided by the 
district. The board was asked 
to evaluate each of them. The 
evaluations were not used in 
the budget recommendations 
presented by staff, because there 
were completed just prior to the 
workshop.

Barry also met with staff 
regarding salaries and benefits. 
No salary increases were pro-
posed. Rather full-time staff 
recommended considering an 
additional vacation day per year, 
full coverage of the anticipated 
increase in benefits costs and 
participation in a medical flex-
ible spending plan. Part-time 
staff recommended considering 
increasing the floating holiday to 
eight hours, participation in State 
Disability Insurance and adding 
another floating holiday. 

As a result of the talks with 
staff, Barry recommended that 
employees receive no cost-of-
living increase and no merit 
increase; employees pay any 
increase in medical plan costs; 
and employees continue to pay 
an additional 5 percent of salary 
toward retirement plan costs that 
began this current fiscal year. 
In addition, he recommended 
creation of a Flexible Spending 
Account for full-time and part-
time designated employees and 
creation of a sick leave bank for 
part-time designated staff.

Director Steve Goodman 
asked if reduction in salaries had 
been discussed.

Barry said that the idea was 
discussed last year. At that time, 
employees agreed to contribute 
five percent to retirement plan 
costs, which represents a reduc-
tion in take home pay.

Several members of the public 
spoke in favor of continuing the 
adult softball program. They 
suggested that players would be 
willing to pay higher fees to keep 
the program operating.  

Board members commented 
on the recommendations. There 
was agreement that the adult 
softball should be retained. In 
addition, because there is little 
savings identified ($1675), the 
board wanted staff to look into 
continuing RADD and TADD 
programs and teen offerings.

The board also asked staff to 
look at raising the cost of renting 
district facilities. There was also 
a suggestion that the contract to 
operate the Bothwell Center be 
reviewed to determine if a higher 
fee could be charged.

There was a suggestion that 
the district look at the Carnegie 
Building, which is occupied by 
two nonprofits. “We can’t support 
nonprofits to the detriment of the 
district.”

Scott Kamena said he didn’t 
agree with all of the recommen-
dations made by staff, but felt that 
fundamentally good work had 
gone into decisions. He said he 
believes it is important to main-
tain service levels. “That is more 
important than saving jobs,” he 
declared. Kamena suggested that 
senior staff should not be exempt 
from lay-offs. 

He added that he preferred 
targeted cuts, rather than across 

the board reductions. “I don’t 
want to cut adult softball. It is 
close to breaking even. Softball 
is a fundamental part of what we 
do. It is something no one else 
can do. I agree with ending the 
rock gym program,” he stated. 
Kamena also suggested outsourc-
ing maintenance.

As for facilities, Kamena 
wanted to consider having the 
district stop managing Raven-
swood Historic Site. “It is very 
expensive.”

While he liked the 4th of July 
and Earth Day events, “If the city 
isn’t going to pay its share, we 
can’t support the programs on 
our own.”

Steve Goodman stated, “It’s 
good and healthy to look at all of 
our programs in a way we haven’t 
done before.”  He asked that if the 
public had ideas on how to raise 
revenue or to make the district 
more efficient, “we would like 
to hear from you.”

Maryalice Faltings said of the 
rock gym, “We tried it. It hasn’t 
worked. We need to get out of 
managing it.”  When it comes to 
the 4th of July, the city should 
help pay for it. “We can’t afford 
it. We already buy all of the 
fireworks.”

Faltings felt that open space 
programs at Sycamore Grove 
monopolized too much of the 
budget. “We need to scale back in 
that area. We should take care of 
the land and our facilities first.”

She was not opposed to look-
ing at dropping management of 
Ravenswood. She suggested that 
the district should not be losing 
money in renting its facilities. “If 
we can’t make money, we need 
to stop renting.”

Faltings said of teen pro-
grams, “It is almost impossible to 
plan programs. By the time you 
have what they say they want, 
they want something else. It’s the 
parents who want a teen center, 
not the teens. They wanted a 
skate park.”

Beth Wilson said she cam-
paigned on getting kids outdoors. 
The nature programs are one way 
to accomplish that. “I understand 
that temporary reductions of 
school programs are needed. I 
hope we can bring them back as 
soon as possible.” As for the open 
space weekends at Sycamore 
Grove, Wilson stated, “I don’t 
think the weekend programs cost 
much.”

Board president David Furst 
said he had no specific problems 
with staff recommendations 
for reduction in services and 
programs. He added that he 
hopes when the district has more 
money, it would be used to take 
care of staff. Furst also said the 
district needs to consider renting 
its facilities at higher rates. 

Furst noted that the city will 
take back Carnegie Park soon 
and look at taking the building 
back, as well.

Members of the public can 
comment on the proposed budget 
by sending an e-mail to info@
larpd.dst.ca.us, which will be 
shared with the general manager 
and the board members.

LARPD
(continued from page one)

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL) and Veri-
Tainer Corporation have entered 
into a Cooperative Research and 
Development Agreement (CRA-
DA). The CRADA will be used to 
refine and enhance VeriTainer’s 
patented crane mounted scanning 
(CMS) technology.

The CRADA will be in place 
for three-and-a-half years and 
require approximately $4 mil-
lion in funding. LLNL will work 
in cooperation with VeriTainer’s 
scientists and engineers to en-
hance both gamma and neu-
tron detection sensitivity, while 
maintaining the capabilities of 
VeriTainer’s CMS. The system 
has been operated for the past 
four years in field tests run at 
three ports and in five different 
terminals.

“This agreement with an enti-
ty as accomplished and respected 
as Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory is obviously a big 
step forward for our firm, the 
CMS technology and the overall 
security of the global supply 
chain,” said John Alioto, CEO 
of VeriTainer. “Together, we will 
optimize the existing technology 
and continue to develop the over-
all CMS solution.”

Steven Kreek, the leader 
of LLNL’s Nuclear Detection 
and Countermeasures Research 
Program, stated that under the 
CRADA the Laboratory will use 
its expertise not only to optimize 
the sensitivity of the CMS, but 

also to leverage the platform to 
deliver an effective counterter-
rorism system.

 VeriTainer Corporation is a 
venture-backed leader in crane-
based radiation detection tech-
nology for scanning of ship-
ping containers to ensure that 
the world’s ports are free from 
nuclear terrorism. VeriTainer’s 
patented technology enables 
scanning of 100 percent of ship-
ping containers, addressing a 
principal vulnerability of the 
world’s population centers and 
allowing for rapid scanning of 
containers entering and exiting 
ports without disrupting the flow 
of commerce.

Lab Signs Cooperative R&D 
Agreement with VeriTrainer 
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By Patricia Koning
Enjoy an authentic German 

Oktoberfest and support arts edu-
cation in Livermore schools at the 
Livermore Cultural Arts Council’s 
(LCAC) 25th Sommerfest on Sat-
urday, June 19. The event will 
be held at the Barn (3131 Pacific 
Avenue) from 4 to 9 pm and will 
feature the music of the Karl Leb-
herz Band and the Golden Gate 
Bavarian Dancers, German beer 
imported from Bavaria, Livermore 
wine, and authentic German sau-

sage and apple strudel.
“Why wait until October to 

celebrate German-style?” asks 
Wolfgang Stoeffl, the organizer 
of Sommerfest. “This is a unique 
and fun family event for a great 
cause.”

Stoeffl, a physicist at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
and native of Germany, took over 
the event last year after eight 
years of running the Auction 
D’Elegance, the Rotarian Founda-
tion of Livermore’s annual black-

tie fundraiser. One of his goals is 
to keep Sommerfest as authentic 
as possible. 

To that end, the beer is imported 
from Munich, the sausage is Bavar-
ian, and the apple strudel is from 
a German bakery in Vacaville. A 
large contingent of students from 
the San Francisco German Club 
volunteer their services, helping 
with setup and cleanup and serv-
ing food. That’s another piece of 
the authenticity—like a traditional 
Oktoberfest, food is brought to the 

tables so guests don’t have to inter-
rupt their fun. 

The Golden Gate Bavarian 
Dancers will lead the audience in 
traditional German dances. For a 
preview, search for “Livermore 
Sommerfest” on YouTube (you 
might even catch Stoeffl danc-
ing).  Guests can also enjoy the 
Bavarian version of shuffleboard, 
which features a Bavarian Maßk-
rug—one-liter beer stein—in place 
of the pucks. 

Support Arts Education at the 
25th Sommerfest

(See SOMMERFEST, page 4)

Music and dancing are part of the 
annual Sommerfest. Photos are from 
last year's festivities.
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Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre’s 
next Studio Theatre production 
will be The Heidi Chronicles. 
Performances are weekends June 
4 to June 27. Curtain time is 8 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
Sundays.

The play, by Wendy Wasser-
stein, is comprised of a series of 
interrelated scenes. 

Published in 1989, The Heidi 
Chronicles received the Pulitzer 
Prize for drama as well as the 
Antoinette Perry (Tony) and New 
York Drama Critics’ Circle awards 
for best play.  

Heidi Holland is a character 
typical of many women born in 
the post-World War II era: she is 
intelligent, well-educated, and 
attempting to make it in a society 
dominated by men. The chronicles 
of Heidi Holland (Emily Garcia) 
take her from high school gradu-
ation to a distinguished career as 
an art history professor and pub-
lished writer to a forty-something 
woman who has come to realize 
that having it all isn’t synonymous 
with happiness. Gradually dis-
tancing herself from her friends, 
she watches them move from the 
idealism and political radicalism of 
their college years through militant 
feminism and, eventually, back 
to the materialism that they had 

Livermore Art Association 
members are displaying a 
collection of abstract art by local 
artists at the Livermore Civic 
Library, from June 1-30. The 
show is titled “Abstractions.” 
Works are in many mediums, 
including acrylics, watercolors, 
and mixed media. This collection 
explores the use of form and 
color instead of traditional 
subject matter. “Abstractions” 
is showing at the Livermore 
Main Library Artist’s Gallery at 
1188 S. Livermore Ave. It is open 
during normal library hours. 
For more information about 
the artwork, call Lenore Kreit 
at (925) 455-5445. The photo 
at left  is of “Conflagration” by 
Lenore Kreit.

Poetry Rocks in Many Lan-
guages is the theme of the next 
Century House Featured Poets 
Series to be presented on Sunday, 
June 6, from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  The 
guest host is Liz Fortini.

The City of Pleasanton hosts 
the event at Century House, 2401 
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton.  Ad-
mission is $5.00; free to students 
with ID. 

Fortini, who is a Pleasanton 
poet, writer and online poetry 
publisher, will host an afternoon 
of poetry in the languages of 
Western Europe.  Other guest poets 
participating will be educator and 
published author, Jabez Churchill, 
and Poet Laureate of Dublin Calif., 
Ronnie Holland.   All three poets 
will read their original European-
language works along with the 
English translations. 

Jabez Churchill is a Northern 
California native who was edu-
cated in Argentina and the United 
States.  He is a retired peace offi-
cer and currently teaches modern 
languages at Santa Rosa and Men-
docino Colleges. A California Poet 

in the Public Schools since 1998, 
Jabez has authored several poetry 
books including Controlled Burn 
and The Veil and the languagean-
dculture.net chapbook series in 
2005. He has participated in the 
Summer Dream Poetry Festival in 
Vancouver, B.C. the past two years 
and has been a favorite at Century 
House in the past. 

Ronnie Holland is the Poet 
Laureate of Dublin, Calf.  She 
draws inspiration from folklore, 
mythology, the environment, re-
lationships and her travels to 16 
countries. Her fascination with 
languages includes studies of 
French, German, Italian, Span-
ish, Japanese and Mandarin. She 
has been published in anthologies 
including Best Poets of the 20th 
Century on Man & Environment 
1975, Peopled Parables, and in 
the 2009 California Poets Laure-
ate Anthology entitled Sometimes 
in the Open.

“Hearing poetry in another 
language highlights the power 
of poetry to express emotion,” 
says Pleasanton Poet Laureate 

Deborah Grossman.  “For more 
than a decade, Liz Fortini has led 
a global community of poets who 
write in many languages. We are 
delighted she will read and share 
her expertise on the synergy be-
tween poetry and culture.  In ad-
dition, we are looking forward to 
hearing Jabez’s  Spanish-language 
poems as well as Ronnie’s works 
in French.”  

Grossman added, “Later this 
year, we will host another ‘Poetry 
Rocks’ event featuring languages 
from another part of the world.” 

After an intermission and light 
refreshments, the public will be 
invited to participate in an open 
mic, reading original poems of up 
to 40 lines in a Western European 
language as well as translations. 
Original poems in English are also 
welcome. 

For information,  contact 
Michelle Russo at mrusso@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us or (925) 931-
5350 or Additional information 
about the Poet Laureate program 
is available at http://civicartsliter-
ary.org.

Century 
House 

Reading 
Theme Is 

Poetry Rocks 
in Many 

Languages

sought to reject in the first place. 
The paths taken by Heidi’s 

friends— among them two male 
best friends, the wrong-for-her 
Scoop (Dustin Battaion) whom 
she (and we) can’t help loving 
and a charismatic doctor (Cin 
Seperi)— are very much part of 
her story. Heidi comes to accept 
the fact that liberation can be 
achieved only if one is true to one-
self.  All other roles are portrayed 
by Michelle Bellaver, Joel Butler, 
Chelan Glavan, Katherine Jestice, 
and Sara Worthing.

Directing is Susan Hovey.  
The performace is at the Studio 

Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Lane, 
Suite 309, Pleasanton.

Tickets are $25 for adults (18-
60), $22 for seniors (60+), $20 for 
juniors (under 18), and $19 each 
for groups purchasing 20 or more 
tickets. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.iloveyou.trival-
leyrep.com (click on TICKETS), 
by phone at 925-462-2121, or in 
person by visiting our ticket office 
at 1048 Serpentine Lane, Suite 
307, in Pleasanton on Wednesdays 
or Fridays between 11:00am and 
3:00pm. 

Warning, the play contains 
adult language. 

The Heidi Chronicles is pre-
sented with permission from Dra-
matists Play Service.

'The Heidi 
Chronicles' Next for 

Tri-Valley Rep

The Cal State East Bay Sing-
ers and Oratorio Society join 
forces with the Baker University 
Chamber Singers from Kansas and 
organist Jonathan Dimmock in a 
concert of sacred music from Eng-
land and France at 8 p.m. May 29 
at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, 
2121 Harrison St., Oakland.

The East Bay Singers will 
perform Maurice Durufle’s “Re-
quiem,” with Allen Shearer and 
Pamela Hicks, both CSUEB lectur-
ers in music, as soloists. The Ora-
torio Society will sing Benjamin 
Britten’s “Rejoice in the Lamb,” 
and the Baker University Cham-
ber Choir from Kansas will sing 
William Byrd’s a cappella “Mass 
for Five Voices.” The concert will 
conclude with all singers joining 
the cathedral’s new organ for “I 
was Glad” by Sir Hubert Parry. 
Buddy James, assistant professor 
at CSUEB, and Matthew Potterton, 
of Baker University, will jointly 

conduct.
“These selections were chosen 

as a natural fit for the beauty, both 
visual and acoustical, of the Ca-
thedral of Christ the Light,” said 
James.

“Durufle’s Sublime Requiem 
harkens back to Gregorian Chant 
and the polyphony of the Renais-
sance, such as will be heard in 
the brief Mass by William Byrd. 
Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb pro-
vides a sense of modernity that will 
compliment both the older styles of 
the other music being sung and the 
magnificent new architecture of the 
Cathedral,” he said.

 Admission will be $7 general, 
$5 seniors, and free to those with a 
CSUEB or student ID. TIckets may 
be reserved at: music.csueastbay.
edu/tickets.php.

Questions should be directed to 
(510) 885-3167 or music.csueast-
bay.edu.

Musical Performace Slated

Ronnie Holland (above) and 
Jabez Churchill (photo at right) 
are guest poets.
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 The 9th annual A Western Affair 
will be held amongst the rolling 
rangelands of the Livermore Valley 
at Wente Vineyards on Saturday, 
June 5. California Rangeland Trust 
(CRT) is partnering with the Wente 
family for this event within view 
of Cresta Blanca and the Wente 
vineyards and cattle ranch. The 
evening events include dinner 
prepared by Wente Restaurant, live 
and silent auctions, and concert by 
Dave Stamey, nationally acclaimed 
cowboy entertainer. 

Proceeds will support CRT’s 
ongoing effort to preserve Califor-
nia’s privately owned rangelands, 
including those of the Bay Area. 

Founded in 1998 by members 
of the California Cattlemen’s 
Association, CRT has completed 
conservation easements on over 
200,000 acres to date, and more 
than 100 families representing an 
additional 500,000 acres have ap-
plied to permanently protect their 
ranches. Since private ranchlands 
provide habitat for approximately 
70 % of western wildlife, their 

preservation is essential to the 
region’s natural resource values. 
The Bay Area has 1.2million acres 
of privately owned rangelands 
and CRT is working with local 
partners to ensure as many acres 
remain working landscapes. CRT 
now holds several easements in 
the Bay Area, including two on 
the Koopmann Ranch in Sunol. 
Tim Koopmann, Sunol, and Darrel 
Sweet, Livermore, serve as CRT 
Directors. 

California Rangeland Trust 
is working with the Koopmann 
Ranch to host an optional morn-
ing ranch tour the day of the event 
to describe easements, ranching 
and natural resources, including 
the endangered wildlife habitat 
on the ranch. See how this local 
ranch family uses conservation 
easements to provide endangered 
species habitat. The ranch is home 
to California tiger salamander, cal-
lippe silverspot butterfly, native 
birds, and other wildlife. Experi-
ence this exceptional place with 
California’s leading advocates of 

ranching and conservation – right 
in your backyard. A barbecue lunch 
is included and will be served in 
the historic barn. Space is limited 
so register early.

A Western Affair is an out-
door event attended by rangeland 
conservationists, cattlemen and 
women, rangeland enthusiasts and 
the public. There is an optional VIP 
Wine Cave Reception prior to the 
main event available to VIP ticket 
holders. Several sponsorship op-
portunities are available and dona-
tions to the auctions are welcome. 
The live auction includes a Santa 
Rosa Island guided trophy buck 
hunt, National Finals Rodeo tick-
ets, and ranch stay and horseback 
riding packages and much more. 

To inquire about A Western 
Affair, to purchase tickets, offer a 
sponsorship or to make a donation, 
please visit www.rangelandtrust.
org or call (916) 444-2096. Don’t 
delay! The website also contains 
information about CRT, its con-
served ranches, and rangeland 
conservation. 

Wente to Host Rangeland 
Trust's 'Western Affair' Tuesday evenings downtown will continue to provide a place to dis-

cover new favorite music, culinary creations, and local wines from the 
Livermore Valley, as Livermore Downtown Inc. launches a new summer 
event series titled “Concerts on the Green, Summer Series.”

“Concerts on the Green” will take place every Tuesday evening 
between June 15th and September 14th.  The music begins at 5:00 
and lasts until 8:00 p.m. at the Livermore Valley Plaza, in front of the 
Bankhead theater.  There is no admission charge.

Each week,  two Livermore wineries will be featured with wines for 
sale by the glass and by the bottle. Also new this year,  beer selected 
by  downtown bartenders and owners will be on sale, highlighting their 
favorites. Non-alcoholic beverages will also be available for purchase. 
Downtown restaurants will be on site with tasty offerings. 

No outside alcohol, beverages or food will be allowed into the concert 
venue, although takeout from any of our downtown restaurants or wine 
shops may be brought in with receipt as proof of location of purchase.  
The Livermore Downtown Inc. website lists the restaurants, wine shops 
and tasting rooms at www.livermoredowntown.com.

 

'Concerts on the Green' Planned 
for Tuesdays This Summer
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The Oakland East Bay Sym-
phony’s MUSE (Music for Excel-
lence) has been partnering with 
Livermore music teachers for the 
past five years to provide progrmas 
in the schools. The program ex-
panded last year to add a third 
grade keyboard program.

Carl Stanley, the education 
coordinator for the Oakland East 
Bay Symphony (OEBS), notes, 
“The keyboard program represents 
a portion of education programs 
in Livermore.” He noted that the 
MUSE program provided the six 
secondary schools in Livermore 
with a string mentor from the Oak-
land East Bay Symphony to assist 
with the orchestras. The third grade 
piano keyboard class is offered to 
forty third graders at Joe Michell 
Elementary (open to all elementary 
school students).

Two Young Peoples Concerts 
will be  performed for the Liver-
more School District in June.  
Michael Morgan and musician 
ensembles made school visits for 
assemblies.  

By Patricia Koning
On a recent Friday afternoon, 

Croce parent Thomasin Dewhurst 
is faced with a challenge, but she 
doesn’t break a sweat. She’s teach-
ing a music lesson to a group of 
15 fourth and fifth graders from 
Eileen Annicchero’s special day 
class. A few of the students play 
musical instruments while others 
don’t know the difference between 
a half and full note. 

“Can you give me some words 
to describe a beat?” asks Dewhurst, 
a question that stumps even the 
kids with musical training. After 
some discussion, they settle on 
comparing a beat to the tick of a 
clock. She immediately has the 
students clap and hit their desk 
on a beat, and then divides the 
room so that half of the students 
clap on a full beat and the other 
half hit their desk on the half beat. 
The half-beat students quickly get 
confused, which Dewhurst takes as 
an opportunity to introduce another 
musical term: cacophony.

By the end of the hour, she has 
the students creating their own 
rhythms and making music togeth-

er using hand bells and a variety of 
percussion instruments. In a previ-
ous lesson, the Annicchero’s class 
studied Picasso and then created 
their own still life pastel drawings 
while listening to “Carnival of the 
Animals” by French composer 
Camille Saint-Saëns.

“My students just love art as a 
way to express themselves,” says 
Annicchero. “Thomasin helps 
open them up to classical music. 
These classes really broaden their 
knowledge. I just wish it was 
offered more than a few times a 
year.”

Megan, a fourth grader, agrees 
with her teacher. “I like this class 
because I get to draw,” she says. 
“The music is really interesting. 
I’ve never heard music like this 
before.”

This school year, each class at 
Croce attended two fine arts class-
es, one on music and the other on 
visual arts, taught by Dewhurst and 
several other parent volunteers. A 
few years ago the school purchased 
materials from the Foundation for 
Art and Music in Elementary Edu-

cation (FAME) as the basis for an 
enrichment program. 

“We completed the training, but 
it wasn’t until we found our own 
‘artist in residence,’ Thomasin 
Dewhurst, and through generous 
funding from our PTA, that it 
made a significant impact for our 
students,” says Croce principal 
Shari Johnston. “Art and music 
is an important part of education, 
not only improving students’ math 
and science capabilities, but also 
increasing motivation to learn and 
attend school.”

Dewhurst, a native of South 
Africa, has a master’s degree in art 
and taught at the college and high 
school level before moving to the 
United States for her husband’s 
job at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory. She got her 
start teaching to younger children 
when her son attended Livermore’s 
Room to Grow preschool, a parent 
participation program. This year 
she received an Above & Beyond 
Award from the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District for 
outstanding contribution to Art, 

Music & Performing Arts Enrich-
ment.

When her son started kinder-
garten last fall at Croce, it was a 
happy coincidence that Dewhurst 
was looking for volunteer oppor-
tunities and the school was in need 
of someone to lead FAME. “Last 
year PTA was able to sponsor one 
art class for the entire school,” 
says Monica Baucke, president 
of Croce’s PTA. “The kids were 
so starved for it and really wanted 
more. It was clear that something 
was missing.”

Baucke remembers when her 
older daughter, now in 7th grade, 
was in 1st grade and the PTA 
helped the school fund a weekly 
music teacher. These days, PTAs 
at schools across California no lon-
ger have the luxury of supporting 
enrichment activities. The Croce 
PTA is hoping that with more 
parent volunteers and donations, 
they can offer more FAME classes 
next year. 

The Croce PTA pays for all 
the consumable materials and 
for Dewhurst’s time planning 

and organizing the program; she 
volunteers her time as a teacher. 
Parent volunteers Susan Johnson 
and Melissa Philips also teach 
FAME classes.

FAME is taught in a dedicated 
classroom, which became free 
this school year with larger class 
sizes. Parent volunteers created 
two giant frames in which to hang 
student art work and a puppet the-
ater. Volunteers Stacy Ourdoune, 
Jeanne Pagel, Tami Aslin, Tawnyer 
Archer, Debbie Cordiano, and two 
substitute teachers, Valerie Prosch 
and Bonnie Pastrnak, have pro-
vided essential support for Croce’s 
FAME program.

Dewhurst’s artwork has been 
exhibited in Canada, the United 
Kingdom, and South Africa. Cur-
rently, she has pieces at the Coos 
Art Museum in Coos Bay, Oregon, 
and the Torpedo Factory Art Center 
in Alexandria, Virginia. To view 
her work and for information about 
private lessons and commissions, 
visit www.thomasindewhurst.com. 
Dewhurst can also be contacted at 
925-216.7231.

Another event in Livermore 
is the annual Livermore Young 
Peoples Concert. It  will be held 
at the new Bankhead Theater on 
June 4, 2010.  Two performances 
are offered free of charge to the 
Livermore schools.  Fourteen 
schools are signed up to attend 
with approximately 1,000 students. 
The theme of the concert this year 
is “The Science of  Sound/ The Art 
of Music.”

The MUSE program was able to 
expand to Livermore using funds 
provided by the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association, which 
makes a donation to the symphony. 
The symphony uses that money 
to provide the program to local 
students. 

Last September, Stanley met 
with the Randy Watson, the music 
supervisor for the district, and 
Livermore music teachers and 
determined assignments for the 
string mentors.  Mentors  assisted 
with orchestra classes, directed 
sectional rehearsals, helped pre-
pare students for the district solo-

ensemble festival and gave private 
lessons to promising students, in-
cluding those who were financially 
challenged.   

The keyboard class met on 
Wednesdays after school. The ca-
pacity of the class was 10 students. 
Two sessions were held every 
week (for a total of 20 students).

Fall and Spring sessions are 
offered – so there are a total of 40 
students involved.

The first session was dedicated 
to Joe Michell third grade students.  
The second session each week was 
opened to interested schools from 
within the Livermore district. Stu-
dents at Joe Michell Elementary 
School were chosen by the third 
grade classroom teachers on the 
basis of academics, music interest 
and financial need. Students from 
the visiting schools were chosen 
by sign-up from flyers distributed 
at the participating schools.

Livermore music teacher Kim 
Luty is the instructor for the key-
board program.. The students will 

demonstrate their newly learned 
skills during a “graduation recital” 
on June 2.

During the 13 to 15 week class, 
the students receive two music 
books and a 45-minute group les-
son each week. One book is a work 
book on music theory, the second 
a book of songs. 

Luty explains that the Oakland 
Symphony provides the keyboards 
and headphones to each student. 
“At the end of 13 weeks, they can 
read music. Using that knowledge 
they are able to go into a band 
program or continue on piano,” 
stated Luty.

She added, “It is a great oppor-
tunity for young kids to get excited 
about music, to learn to read it and 
take that skill into any instrument, 
including vocal.”

Luty says she has found that 
parents are happy with the pro-
gram. “The kids are great. They are 
eager to learn. I love teaching it.”

According to the symphony’s 
website, “The objective of MUSE 

is to provide the students with a 
continuous and sequential instru-
mental music program that will 
augment education programs by 
fostering cognitive development 
and analytical skills, allow youth 
to experience the joy of artistic 
expression and creation, and pro-
vide a sense of self and place in 
the community. The program also 
provides a creative outlet for the 
energy of youth that will provide 
these young people with a founda-
tion for positively viewing them-
selves as capable and contributing 
members of our society.”

Randy Watson, Manager of Mu-
sic Program at the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District, 
has been quoted about the impact 
of the program, “Our Community 
is feeling connected to the Sym-
phony. They’re seeing concerts 
and hearing about the Symphony 
at dinner tables.”

For more  on the MUSE pro-
gram, go to www.oebs.org/page/
muse.htm.

Croce Students Sample Music and Art through FAME

MUSE Program Helps Keep Music Alive
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For children, there will be arts 
and crafts and a show by Roy the 
Magician. A special treat is an 
oversized hanging spirograph, a 
geometric drawing toy that cre-
ates mathematical curves. Stoeffl 
built this spirograph, similar to 
the one found at the San Francisco 
Exploratorium, by hand about 25 
years ago. “It’s created a lot of 
interesting drawings and held up 
very well,” he says. 

While this event is the 25th 

LCAC Sommerfest, it is only 
the fourth such event in “modern 
times”. LCAC original began 
holding Sommerfest in the 1950’s 
or 1960’s, and then revived the 
event in 2007. 

Admission for adults is $18; 
children up to age 18 are free. The 
food plate is $10 for adults and $6 
for children, dessert (apple strudel) 
is $2, beer on tap and wine are $5, 
and soft drinks are $1. A pre-sale 
“grownup” package is available 
for $35 and includes admission, 
food, drink, dessert, and a souvenir 

It’s a Hard Knock Life at the 
Livermore Valley Charter School 

By Patricia Koning
The Dancin’ Dramatic Dragons 

at the Livermore Valley Charter 
School (LVCS) kicked off their 
spring musical, “Annie”, with 
a bang—three performances on 
Thursday, May 19. The approxi-
mately 85 students in the school’s 
theater club performed twice dur-
ing the school day for their fellow 
students and again that evening 
for a standing-room-only crowd 
of friends and family. The final 
performance took place on Satur-
day evening. 

The LVCS production of Annie 
was full of energy and joy, led by 
Julia DiSimone’s robust perfor-
mance of Ms. Hannigan. DiSimone 
has become the Dancin’ Dramatic 
Dragons go-to girl for villains, 
playing the Queen of Hearts in 
the 2008 production of “Alice in 
Wonderland” and Captain Hook 
in “Peter Pan” last year.

As Annie, Zoey Bothwell-
Mitlitsky captured Annie’s mixed 
emotions during the search for 
her parents and mastered the 
challenging solos in “Tomorrow” 
and “Maybe.” Filling out the lead 
roles were Eric Gateno as Oliver 
Warbucks, Heather Drewis as his 
secretary Grace, Zac Turner as 
Ms. Hannigan’s delinquent brother 
Rooster, and Daryl Reed as his 
ditzy girlfriend Lily St. Regis. 

Third-grade teacher Amber 

Rodgers directed the play with 
help from Michelle Apodaca, also 
a third-grade teacher. Rosie Turner, 
a parent of four LVCS students, 
served as the musical director. 
Middle school music teacher Asa 
Stern led the student orchestra, 
which performed the entire score 
of “Annie”. 

For Rodgers, the performances 
mark the end of a project that 
consumed two-thirds of the school 
year. Tryouts were held in No-
vember and rehearsals began in 
December. She moved the perfor-
mance dates back two months this 
year—from March to May—to 
give herself more time to pull 
together all of the pieces of the 
show.

LVCS, a K-8 school, has over 
900 students. The play is open to 
third through eighth graders and 
like other school performances, 
everyone who auditions gets a part. 
One reason Rodgers chose “An-
nie” was for the large ensemble 
cast—there are 20 orphans in this 
staging. 

Working with a large cast that 
ranges in age from 8 to 14 has been 
very rewarding. “It’s really cool to 
work with such a wide range of tal-
ent and experience,” said Rodgers. 
“The younger kids really look up 
to the older ones, who take their 
responsibility as role models very 
seriously. We strive to build rela-
tionships across grade levels.”

The LVCS staging of Annie 
brings together four components: 
the actors, a chorus, a cadre of 
dancers, and the 13-member or-
chestra. Dancing is Rodger’s first 
love—the Livermore native has 
been tap dancing since age 3—and 
it was how she became involved in 
the Dramatic Dragons in the first 
place (in fact, her participation last 
year prompted the name change to 
Dancin’ Dramatic Dragons).

“I’ve danced since I was three 
years old,” she said. “I joined Peter 
Pan last year just to work with the 
dancers, and somehow wound up 
with a much larger role. I’ve never 
done something like this before, 
so I’m flying by the seat of my 
pants.” The dancers added flare to 
the New York City and radio show 
scenes and the maids inside Oliver 
Warbuck’s mansion performed 
backflips to “I Think You’re Going 
to Like It Here.” 

With the performances behind 
her and the end of the school year 
just two weeks away, Rodgers is 
already thinking about next year’s 
show. “The cast and backstage 
crew and, of course, me, Asa, 
Rosie, and Michelle, have had so 
much fun over the last six months,” 
she said. “It’s incredibly rewarding 
for everyone to see how all their 
hard work comes together in the 
end. I love being able to offer a 
full scale musical production to a 
school of this size.”

beer stein. 
Purchase the pre-sale package 

online at www.lcac.org or through 
www.brownpapertickets.com. A 
total of 450 pre-sale packages will 
be sold. Tickets can be bought at 
the door on the day of the event, 
but Stoeffl cautions that the Som-
merfest has sold out in previous 
years. All funds raised through 
Sommerfest are donated to the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District for arts education 
programs. 

LCAC is an association of 23 
educational and cultural organiza-
tions within Livermore that was 
founded in 1966 with the purpose 
of promoting educational and 
cultural activities within the Liver-
more community, and striving to 
heighten community awareness 
and appreciation of the arts. LCAC 
meetings are held at 7 pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month ex-
cept July at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. For more in-
formation, see www.lcac.org.

SOMMERFEST
(continued from front page)

The Amador Valley Math Team 
hosted its third annual Amador 
Valley Geometry Bee on Wed., 
May 19 at the Amador Valley 
Multipurpose Room. The tourna-
ment is hosted by the Amador 
Valley Math Team for Geometry 
students in Pleasanton to promote 
mathematical enthusiasm and to 
recognize the mathematical talent 
in the school district.

 Contestants for the competition 
were determined using a 10 ques-
tion Geometry Bee qualifier test. 
The test contained difficult geome-
try problems that tested a student’s 
ability to apply geometry concepts 
in novel ways. 31 students out of 
Pleasanton’s Honors Geometry 
student population qualified for 
the Geometry Bee. The students 
represented both high schools 
(Amador Valley and Foothill), two 
middle schools (Harvest Park and 
Hart), and one elementary school 
(Vintage Hills).

 The Geometry Bee consisted 
of multiply timed rounds, where 
questions were projected onto the 
screen for students to solve. Ques-
tions tested knowledge and speed 
in multiple topics such as shapes, 
circles, triangles, angles, and co-
ordinates. There were three rounds 
total, and those who scored high-
est on each round were eligible to 
move on to the next round.

 A sample question from the 
Geometry Bee consisted of a rect-
angular prism of integer dimen-
sions with faces with areas 54, 72, 
and 108. The competitors were 
asked to find the volume of the 

the prism. The process in solving 
the problem involved identifying 
the dimensions of the cube by 
factoring the areas of the surface 
faces and finaly multiplying the 
dimensions together to find the 
volume (648).

 The last round, the champi-
onship round, had 8 contestants, 
Christine Xu, Victor Ye, Jeffrey 
Zhang, Ian Zhou, Brian Shima-
nuki, Jerry Li, and Gerry Zhou 
from Harvest Park Middle School, 
and Steve Guo from Vintage Hills 
Elementary School. The round de-
termined the top three contestants 
at the Geometry Bee, including 
this year’s Geometry Bee cham-
pion. Ian Zhou, an 8th grader from 
Harvest Park, won 3rd place. Jerry 
Li, also an 8th grader from Harvest 
Park, won 2nd place. Brian Shi-
manuki, also an 8th grader from 
Harvest Park, answered the most 
questions correctly on the cham-
pionship round to win the title of 
2010 Amador Valley Geometry 
Bee champion.

The Amador Valley Math Team 
is a student-led club at Amador 
Valley that is interested in nurtur-
ing mathematical enthusiasm on 
campus and in the local commu-
nity. The Math Team participates 
in national math competitions 
such as the AMC and regional 
competitions such as Stanford 
Math Tournament and the Bay 
Area High School Puzzle Hunt. 
The Math Team is always looking 
for new members. More informa-
tion about the Amador Valley 
Math Team can be found at www.
avmathteam.org.

Amador Math Team 
Presents Geometry Bee

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Pictured are (left to right) Kailyn Stow, Molly Wharton, Sophia Schrodi, Maggie Rosendin.  
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The next Pleasanton 1st Wednesday Street Party is set for June 2 
from 6 to 9 p.m. in downtown Pleasanton.

 The Cocktail Monkeys are the featured band.
The Garage Band Academy students can be found performing on 

Angela Street in front of Your Stage Toys. Local elementary children 
will be playing their instruments in front of the Veteran's Hall.  Classic 
and custom hot rods will be on display at the Coast Gas Station on St. 
Mary's Street.

Shop and dine in the shops and restaurants in historical downtown 
Pleasanton. Booths will be set up on Main Street by a wide variety of 
businesses, along with local community and nonprofit groups who will 
feature information about their organizations.

The beer and wine garden is located at 530 Main St. Cocktail Mon-
keys will be performing there. Wines from Ruby Hill, Ryhan Estates, and 
Nottingham Cellars and a wide variety of beers from Anheuser-Busch, 
Trumer Pil, and Main Street Brewery will be available for purchase.

Main Street will be closed from St. John Street to Old Bernal Avenue 
from 4:30pm to 10:00pm. There will be plenty of off-Main Street park-
ing available in the railroad corridor (between Main and First St.) and 
the Amador High School parking lot.

For more information, visit www.pleasantondowntown.net or 
www.facebook.com/pleasantondowntownassociation or www.twitter.
com/ptown_dtown

Trinity’s drama ministry, Acts One, is presenting is third annual 
spring play on June 4, 5 and 6 at the church, 557 Olivina Avenue in 
Livermore.

Set in 44 AD, where it is discovered that some prisoners are miss-
ing. “The Case of the Missing Bodies” plays like a 1940’s detective 
mystery. Join Sam Bar-Shamus, Detective Extraordinaire, as he solves 
the case.

The story includes some pretty shady characters such as Alexander 
and his Thugs, the looney-tunes Prison Cook, and Poison Puss. 

“The Case of the Missing Bodies” is directed by Sara Stoebe. It 
features Jim Chandler, Sara Stoebe, Terri Norris, Lorin Jensen, Evelyn 
Lawson, Megan Chandler, Matt Stoebe, Haley Swindale, Tina Jensen, 
Sarah Peacock, and Dean Namanny.

Showtimes are 7 p.m. on Fri., June 4, 7 p.m. Sat., June  5, and 6 
p.m. Sun., June 6.

Tickets are available at the door or by contacting 447-1848 and 
asking for “Bogey.”

Additional information is available at 447-1848 or www.trinity-
livermore.org.

By Nancy O’Connell
On May 20th the Pacific Cham-

ber Symphony performed a concert 
with some unplanned dramatic 
twists, but Maestro Lawrence Kohl 
turned to the audience, and said, 
“Just remember,  you are seeing 
a live concert.”  Paul Galbraith, 
an amazing guitarist, broke his 
highest string halfway through a 
movement of the Rodrigo Con-
certo.  Everyone heard the pop! 
and looked up, startled.  With 
composure, Galbraith completed 
the movement, finding new ways 
to play the notes, and then they 
took an early break.  The rest of 
the Rodrigo was completed after 
intermission.

The first work on the program 
was Acuarelas Valencianas (Va-
lencian Watercolors) by Eduardo 
Lopez-Chavarri, who lived from 
1871 to 1970.  Born in Valencia, 
Spain, he lived most of his 99 
years in that city.  Like Bartok 
and Kodaly in Hungary, Chavarri 
traveled and collected folk songs 
from different parts of Valencia.  
The work opened with a dialogue 
between the concertmaster, Igor 
Veligan, and the first cellist, Nina 
Flyer, accompanied by Spanish 
rhythms.  When the music swung 
into a waltz, Maestro Kohl gave 
big, generous cues.  The 2nd move-
ment began mysteriously with all 
of the strings in a tremolo passage.  
The concertmaster played a lilting 
melody which led all of the strings 
into a mournful section.  The 
movement ended with the first vio-
lins playing high harmonics.  The 
3rd movement, titled Danza, had 
rapid pizzicato in the cellos, then 
a tricky passage followed.  The 
cellos bounced between spiccato 
and pizzicato, and a viola solo well 
played by Emily Onderdonk, was 
heard. With a flourish from Kohl’s 
expressive left hand sweeping into 
the air, the work drew to a close.  
This conductor uses no baton.

The very familiar Concerto de 
Aranjuez by Joaquin Rodrigo was 
next on the program. Rodrigo, like 
Chavarri, was born in Valencia.  He 
too lived a long time, for 98 years.  
The program notes indicate that 
he was nearly blind from the age 
of three, and became an amazing 
pianist.  That he also could com-
pose is amazing.

The guitar soloist, Paul Gal-
braith, is from Scotland.  As he 
began to play, one was instantly 
aware that this soloist was hold-
ing his guitar between his legs 
like a cello.  His guitar even had 
a long end pin, a white metal one, 

which he inserted into a wooden 
resonance box.  Galbraith also has 
added a lower and an upper string 
to his guitar, which gives him an 
unusual range.  The program notes 
called his playing style “ ground-
breaking.”  He held his left arm 
just as a cellist does and, with his 
right hand,  plucked his strings di-
rectly over the sound hole.  With 8 
strings instead of the usual six, this 
created a bigger, richer sound than 
one usually hears from the guitar.   
A low strumming of guitar chords 
led to a beautiful English horn solo.  
One lush Spanish melody followed 
another, until the highest string 
snapped in two.  Without any break 
in the musical line, Galbraith, a 
true professional, completed the 
movement.  The audience clapped 
and cheered after Kohl spoke 
briefly.  The concerto would be 
completed after intermission.

As promised, they both reap-
peared.  The guitarist began the 
movement with an unaccompanied 
solo.  Later in this same movement 
he had a long, difficult cadenza 
which certainly needed all of his 
strings intact.  The entire orchestra 
entered as the cadenza ended.  In 
the 3rd movement the first bas-
soon, Karla Ekholm, had a spright-
ly solo.  This Allegro gentile was 
very rhythmical.  French horns and 
trumpets added color to the texture 
and when the guitar was played, no 
one in the orchestra overshadowed 
the soloist.  When Maestro Kohl 
would ask for  a quieter sound, 
a piano, from his orchestra, he 
almost crouched down to indicate 
what he wanted.

There was also a story behind 
the performance of Marcello’s 
Concerto in D Minor for Oboe 
and Strings.  When the orchestra 
began to rehearse with the oboe 
soloist that morning, they quickly 
discovered their music was in 
a different key from his.  Alex 
Curtis, a Livermore Rotary Club 
Music Scholarship winner, was 
about to perform for the first time 
with a professional symphony, and 
frantic calls were made all over the 
S.F. Bay area.  The San Francisco 
Conservatory had orchestra parts 
in the same key he had learned for 
his part, and e-mailed the parts to 
Maestro Kohl.  The concerto was 
saved!

Curtis is now a Freshman at 
UC Irvine, majoring in music 
after graduating from Livermore 
High.  In the first movement of 
the Marcello he had a beautiful 
solo accompanied by the cellos 
and double bass. Later the same 

combination of players produced 
a wonderful contrast between the 
lowest voices in the strings and 
the high tones of the oboe. As 
young as he is, Alex Curtis played 
like a virtuoso.  Cheers and clap-
ping erupted at the close of the 
oboe concerto - a well deserved 
tribute.

Beethoven’s Symphony No.3 in 
E-Flat Major, the “Eroica”, was 
the last work on the program, and 
it was elegantly presented.   For 
this work, timpani magically ap-
peared on stage and three French 
horns were needed.  There was a 
melody in the cellos and a beauti-
ful duet between the first flute and 
the oboe.  In the 2nd movement, 
the first violin section played as 
one voice with long, full bows.  
The cellos had a lively melody.  
Maestro Kohl has very expres-
sive hands, and he could bring the 
orchestra from a quiet passage to 
an exciting fortissimo.  Every cue 
was given, and the 3rd movement 
was filled with dramatic contrasts 
between the forte and piano pas-
sages. Beethoven places technical 
demands on every section   The 
French horns played their famous 
parts well.  The winds had a lovely 
melodic line and soon all of the 
strings had the spiccato sound of 
an earlier theme.

In the 4th movement, the Fi-
nale, rapid notes scurried in a 
flurry of excitement.  The strings 
played continuously.  First violins 
tossed off a difficult running part.  
The three French horns entered, 
sounding glorious. Long sustained 
notes followed in the strings.  The 
timpani added a rich, other dimen-
sion to the bass line.  A dramatic 
series of cadences brought the 
symphony to a close, and at least 
half of the audience to its feet in 
a standing ovation.  Three curtain 
calls brought Maestro Kohl back to 
his enthusiastic audience.

Livermore is fortunate in hav-
ing the Bankhead Theater with 
its excellent acoustics.  Tony 
Clements, the tuba soloist for the 
Livermore/Amador Symphony on 
May 15th,  told the audience that 
our Bankhead is a much better hall 
than the one Symphony Silicon 
Valley has for its performances.  
That statement should have filled 
us with pride.

Maestro Kohl has planned an 
exciting series for next season. 
His concerts will move to Friday 
nights.  Order your tickets for this 
remarkable Pacific Chamber Sym-
phony series soon.

An Elegant Concert by the 
Pacific Chamber Symphony

Cocktail Monkeys Featured 
at Next 1st Wednesday Party

Trinity Stages Play

Cast rehearses for 'The Case of the Missing Bodies."
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By Ron McNicoll
With all of the talk lately about 

peer pressure on teenagers, and the 
dysfunctional behavior that results 
from it, Adam Gold is taking a 
more dramatic approach in getting 
the word out about it.

Gold’s plan literally is more 
dramatic than any news account 
could be, because the 27-year-
old Pleasanton substitute teacher 
intends to produce a movie about 
a teenage drug gang based in 
Pleasanton.

The only thing stopping Gold 
so far is the need to finance the 
picture, he told The Independent. 
Gold said that he has raised com-
mitments for $80,000 through his 
own personal network.

Gold’s goal is $250,000, which 
would provide him enough finan-
cial solidity to pay the cast and 
crew, and attract more funding, he 

said. He hopes that with some vol-
unteer labor and materials, he can 
work inside a budget of $300,000 
for the movie.

Although Gold makes his living 
as a substitute teacher, he said that 
he attended acting schools in Los 
Angeles. He wants to add creative 
projects to his role as a teacher.

Gold explained that he formed 
L.I.P. Productions in Los Angeles, 
in a very low-budget office space, 
to also produce other movies. He 
said that he has two scripts from 
others under consideration.

Gold added that he has had roles 
in a couple of independent films. 
The acting and film production are 
a big departure for the Amador Val-
ley High School graduate, whose 
original intention was to earn a law 
degree. After moving to Southern 
California to attend law school, 
Gold took acting classes, and de-
cided doing something with film 

amounted to following his bliss.
Following heart’s desire and 

instincts is part of the message 
that Gold has for teenagers. It’s the 
opposite of what parents or peers 
might pressure teens into doing.

Although the film is fiction, it 
is based on Gold’s observations 
of Pleasanton teens and his own 
experience when he was a student 
at Amador. He said that behind 
the well-off facades were teens 
who had a drug gang and threw 
wild parties.

Gold’s point in producing the 
movie is to show parents and the 
whole community, who may not 
know what is going on, that high 
social status doesn’t exempt people 
from the kind of behavior that will 
be depicted in the film.

Gold envisions his movie as 
the next step in the DARE cam-
paign, which police departments 

bring into schools in an effort to 
curb drug activity. “This is DARE 
2010,” said Gold.

FILM VETERAN
LIKES SCRIPT

One of the co-producers on the 
film is Amy Goldberg, a Palo Alto 
resident with more than a decade 
in the film and television business. 
She is an independent producer, 
who formerly worked for Fox 
Films, Hallmark, and Lifetime.

Goldberg said that when she 
read the film’s script, she “was 
taken by the material. The char-
acters are very real.” The movie’s 
approach to teen sports and drugs 
and “what can go wrong during 
the teen years” is realistic, said 
Goldberg.

As to expectations about the 
quality of a low-budget film, 
Goldberg said that she has seen 
movies “made on a lot less,” that 
had a professional look and good 

effect.
Shooting the film in Pleasanton, 

with some volunteer assistance, 
will help on the budget, said 
Goldberg.

Gold also has received some 
encouragement from Pleasanton 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman. The 
mayor is acquainted with Gold, 
because one of her daughters at-
tended Amador Valley with him.

Hosterman said that she has not 
read the script yet. However, she 
was “excited about the concept” 
that was described to her. “He 
has a different perspective, as a 
teacher, about what our youth are 
spending their spare time doing,” 
said Hosterman.

The mayor said that she sug-
gested that there be a panel dis-
cussion at the end of the movie 
about the problems raised in it. 
Gold said he was taking that into 
consideration.

Pleasanton Teacher Hopes to Produce Film 
That Looks at Teen Drug Use

The unveiling of an art mural (pictured) located on Bus Shelter #27 in Pleasantontook was held 
recently.  The mural was created by high school students in the Foothill High School Art Club, under 
the guidance of their art teacher, Caroline Fields. This Wheels Bus Shelter Art Project is a collaboration 
of the Livermore Amador Transit Authority (LAVTA), the City of Pleasanton, and the Pleasanton Unified 
School District. As operator of the Wheels bus system, LAVTA started the Bus Shelter Art Project in 
1999 to contribute to the overall appearance of the community and to mitigate vandalism. There are 
two other mural installations at bus shelters in Pleasanton, and three in Livermore.
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
2nd annual Paint the Town, June 5. Open 

to artists ages 14 and up. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Register for the outdoor fund-raising event 
at the Museum on Main, 603 Main St., 
Pleasanton. Fee $5 per person. Family art 
activities will take place in front of the 
Museum on Main between 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. There will be a no-host champagne, 
wine and soda bar. For more information 
about Paint the Town, contact the Museum 
on Main at (925) 462-2766 or visit www.
museumonmain.org.

Livermore Art Association Gallery, 
located in Carnegie Park, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

Seward Johnson Sculptures Downtown 
Pleasanton, interactive exhibit by sculptor 
J. Seward Johnson placed on sidewalk 
locations. The eleven life-size, three-
dimensional bronze sculptures depict the 
everyday activities of people who may be 
found anywhere, from a man reading a 
newspaper on a park bench and an elderly 
woman carrying a bag of groceries to a 
child welcoming a soldier home from duty. 
The exhibit will remain in place through 
June 30, 2010. More information about 
the J. Seward Johnson exhibit is avail-
able by contacting Pleasanton Fine Arts 
Coordinator Julie Finegan at jfinegan@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us or (925) 931-5355.

New works by Livermore artist Joanna 
Crawshaw displayed through June 30, 
2010 at the Wild Vine, 2187 First Street 
in Livermore.  Artist reception to be held 
on Thursday, May 20 from 6pm to 8pm. 
Refreshments will be provided. Joanna 
is an abstract artist from Livermore. She 
is a 2005 graduate of the Art Institute of 
Boston. Since her move from Boston, 
she has concentrated on finding a way to 
marry her love of the human form with her 
passion for abstract art. Joanna's current 
work represents a move from mood based 
art to work that provides an atmosphere 
in which the work can come alive and 
communicate with the viewer.  

Art and photography students from 
Livermore and Granada high schools will 
have their work on display May 5-June 
5 at Windermere Welcome Home Realty, 
1790 First Street, Livermore. The show, 
the latest in an ongoing series featuring 
the work of local artists at the real estate 
office, was organized by teachers from the 
two schools. The public is invited to view 
the show during regular business hours, 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
or by appointment with Cher Wollard, 925 
824-4824 or cherw@windermere.com. A 
reception will be held later this month, 
date and time to be announced.

The Contra Costa JCC will open three 
new exhibits featuring work by Michael 
Yashar, a collection of Ketubot, and Tra-
ditions: From Generation to Generation, 
an eclectic collection of Judaica from 
the local community. The exhibits will 
be housed at the Contra Costa JCC’s 
Friedkin Art Gallery, Gallery 925, and 
Tice Valley Gallery from May 12 through 
September 17, 2010. Gallery hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 am to 
8:00 p.m and Fridays, 9:00 am to 3:00 
p.m. The public is invited to enjoy the 
exhibits. Admission is free. The Contra 
Costa JCC is located at 2071 Tice Valley 
Blvd. in Walnut Creek.

Call for Artists, Art in the Park, Danville, 

12th Annual Fine Arts Festival, October 
2 & 3, On the Town Green, Front Street 
Park, by the Library. Categories: Paintings 
in All Media, Photography, Ceramics, 
Sculpture, Graphics and limited openings 
in Fine Jewelry (no crafts). Sponsored by 
Alamo Danville Artists’ Society and the 
Town of Danville, this event is a Fund 
Raiser for Art in the Schools of the San 
Ramon School District. Art in the Park 
includes a Judged Inside Art Show and 
food, wine and live entertainment. Booth 
spaces are 10’ x 10’ and the fees are $85 for 
non ADAS members. Artist’s applications 
available: e-mail ormawebb@comcast.
net or call 925 828-9170.

Louise Gibler Exhibit , oil paintings 
consisting of still life, landscape, floral 
and figurative subjects for the months of 
May and June 2010 at the Garre Vineyard 
& Winery 7986 Tesla Road, Livermore. 
Hours of operation are Monday through 
Friday 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and weekends 
11:30 a.m.to 3:30 p.m. All the pieces are 
framed and done in the chiaroscuro style 
of painting.

Art exhibit, May 21-June 30th – Occasio 
Winery hosts artist Patrick Segui’s latest 
exhibition, “Back Behind the Big Top.” 
This show depicts many scenes of an Ed-
wardian circus – Ringmasters, trapeze art-
ists and gypsy caravans. Patrick’s unique 
style has decorated the Winery’s previous 
auction lots, and his intriguing mis-en-
scene transports the viewer to another era. 
Fridays – Sundays, noon – 5 p.m. 2245B 
South Vasco Road, Livermore, 371-1987, 
www.occasiowinery.com

Occasio Winery, Thurs., May 27, 5:30 
– 8:30 p.m., artist reception for Patrick 
Segui. Patrick’s new show “Back Be-
hind the Big Top,” which depicts the 
many scenes of an Edwardian circus 
– Ringmasters, trapeze artists and gypsy 
caravans. His unique style has decorated 
the Winery’s previous auction lots and 
now Patrick has painted two additional 
bottles – a 1.5L 2008 Petite Sirah (Double 
Gold medal winner.) and a 1.5L 2008 
Zinfandel – these two very special bottles 
will be for sale. Work featured in Library 
Room May 21st– June 30th. Patrick will 
be in attendance on May 27 to describe 
his artwork and motivation of his current 
show. Also, on this evening, release of the 
new 2008 Petite Sirah, already a Double 
Gold medal winner, and the new 2009 
Pinot Gris, before the wine is released to 
the public on the weekend. This event is 
open to everyone, please RSVP to info@
occasiowinery.com. Memorial Day 
weekend, May 29 - 31: release of Double 
Gold Medal winning 2008 Petite Sirah and 
2009 Pinot Gris. On Saturday, May 29th, 
1 – 4 p.m., live bluegrass music and food 
will be served all weekend long. Open 
holiday Monday as well, noon – 5 p.m. 
2245B South Vasco Road, Livermore, 
371-1987.

New works by Livermore artist Joanna 
Crawshaw will be displayed through 
June 30, 2010 at the Wild Vine, 2187 First 
Street in Livermore. Artist reception to be 
held on Thursday, May 20 from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Refreshments will be provided. 
Joanna is an abstract artist from Liver-
more, California. She is a 2005 graduate 
of the Art Institute of Boston. Since her 
move from Boston, she has concentrated 
on finding a way to marry her love of the 
human form with her passion for abstract 
art. Joanna's current work represents a 
move from mood based art to work that 
provides an atmosphere in which the 
work can come alive and communicate 
with the viewer. 

Art Crawl, Friday, May 28th, the public is 
invited to a free Art Crawl to view open 
studios, art displays and exhibitions in 
downtown Livermore. Art Crawl has 
changed its hours to 6 to 9 p.m. in order 
to coincide with the downtown merchants’ 
Girls’ Night Out event. Pick up a tour map 
at Ryan Fine Art gallery, Panama Red 
Coffee Company, and many downtown 
locations. For further information please 
see www.lindaryanfineart.com.

What Lies Above Below & Through Ju-
ried Art Exhibition, May 14th through 
June 19th, explore 31 artists’ responses 
to the subjects of surface, depth, trans-
parency and opacity at Ryan Fine Art 
gallery, 171 So. J Street, Livermore, with 
a reception on May 28th to coincide with 
the downtown Art Crawl from 6-9 p.m. 
The gallery is open lunchtimes Thursday 
– Saturday and Friday evenings. An 
extension of this exhibition will hang at 
Panama Red Coffee Company, corner of 
First & K Street, from May 18 through 
June 19. See www.lindaryanfineart.com 
for details.

Art in the Vineyard, May 30, Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery, 5565 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore.   11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Artwork 
by thirty-six artists will be on display.  
Live music will be performed by "Vested 
Interest." Art demonstrations will be held 
throughout the day. Admission is free.
Wine tasting begins at 11.00 am. A $15.00 
Wine tasting fee includes a commemora-
tive wine glass ($10.00 for Club Wente 
members).  Food and refreshment will be 
offered by Wente Vineyards and Strizzi’s 
Restaurant for a nominal fee. 

WINERY EVENTS
Murrieta's Well, La Luna Friday, May 

28, 6 to 9 p.m. Spanish-inspired tapas 
and Murrieta’s Well wines served on the 
terrace under the light of the full moon, 
accompanied by a live music. Silver Spur 
Members $45 per person, plus tax. All 
other guests $55 per person, plus tax. 
Reservations required for both events. For 
reservations, directions, or more informa-
tion, please call (925) 456-2395 or pur-
chase online at shop.murrietaswell.com.

Occasio Winery Tasting salon: May 29-31, 
2010 – New Release Celebration: Double 
Gold Medal winning 2008 Petite Sirah 
and 2009 Pinot Gris. In the Library Room 
will be the art show “Back Behind the Big 
Top,” by Patrick Segui. Memorial Day 
weekend: Saturday, May 29th, 1-4pm, 
live bluegrass music and wonderful food 
will be served. Also open Monday as 
well, noon – 5pm. 2245 So. Vasco Rd., 
Livermore. www.occasiowinery.com or 
785-0872.

Cuda Ridge Wines, Saturday, May 29 
from 1:00 – 5:00, Livermore’s Roger 
Kardinal will play 60’s and 70’s folk 
music and lead an open mic jam with 
friends and family. Cuda Ridge will be 
tasting the 2009 Sauvignon Blanc, 2008 
Merlot, 2007 Award winning Cabernet 
Sauvignon, and 2008 Petit Verdot. There 
is a minimal $5.00 tasting fee which is 
refundable with purchase of wine. Come 
on out and purchase a bottle of wine and 
enjoy the music at Cuda Ridge. Those 
interested in participating in the jam, 
please contact Larry Dino at 510-304-
0914 or Roger Kardinal at rkardinal@
comcast.net. Cuda Ridge Wines is located 
at 5385 East Avenue.

Thomas Coyne Winery, Spring Open 
House May 29, 30, & 31 noon to 5 p.m. 
at the historical tasting room at 51 E. Val-
lecitos Road, Livermore. Release two new 
wines 2003 Merlot, El Dorado and 2006 

Merlot, California. Selection of fine fruits 
and cheeses will be served. For the last 
time this year we will offer an interactive 
experience "Bottle our Own Wine:" Vino 
Tinto Barato, a red table wine, at the Open 
House. Bring a clean bottle, we will fill, 
cork and label it for you for $5.50 per 
bottle. Use our bottle for $6.00. Or you 
may bottle label and cork it yourself. 
This is only available May 29. Limit is 
six bottles per person. Watch the video 
http://thomascoynewinery.com/bottley-
ourowncell.wmv. 

Lavish Laines Winery, tasting room open 
May 28-30, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Taste the 
newest wine, a Chardonnay. May 29 is a 
winemakers dinner; live vand and danc-
ing; dinner paired with library wines. $30 
per person, $25 for Scarlett members. 
RSVP at lavishlaines@yahoo.com. Tast-
ing room at the Good Brewer located at: 
2960 Pacific Avenue, Livermore.

Thomas Coyne Winery at Blacksmith 
Square, Downtown Livermore, 25 S. 
Livermore Ave. Saturday and Sunday 
from 1 to 6 p.m. Live music every Sat-
urday: May 29 KNR, May 30 Charles 
Sedlak, June 5 Roger Kardinal, June 12 
Hurricane, June 19 Kenny Robbins Band, 
June 26 Liam. http://thomascoynewinery.
com. 

Nottingham Cellars, 2245C South Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. Summer kickoff BBQ in 
the cellar, May 30, noon to 5 p.m. Live 
music by the Smokin J's. Wine by the glass, 
party in the cellar. Complimentary BBQ 
Plate for all club members. 925.294.8647, 
nottinghamcellars.com.

Rodrigue Molyneaux Winery, June 5, Taste 
of Tuscany, Come celebrate the release of 
our two new wines: iL Segreto & Primitivo 
2008. Live music by Latin guitarist Tom 
Duarte from 1 to 4 p.m. Food and wine 
pairings and passed Hors D'eouvres until 
4 p.m. Wine Club free, $8.00 pp, $15.00 
per couple. Tickets available the day of 
the event at the winery. Street & winery 
parking available. For more info, please 
e-mail events@rmwinery.com. 3053 
Marina Ave., Livermore.

Nottingham Cellars, 2245C South Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. Acoustic event concert 
June 11, 7:30 to 11:30 p.m.  Featuring 
Of Shape and Sound and  I The Mighty.  
Tickets are $15 at the door. club members 
get in free with RSVP  Information, call 
925.294.8647, or go to  nottinghamcel-
lars.com.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
JAMfest Youth Concert, May 28, 7 to 

8:30 p.m. Lions Wayside Park, corner of 
First and Neal Streets, Pleasanton. Local 
youths perform. City of Pleasanton Parks 
& Community Services contact at Mark 
Duncanson at 925.931.3481.

A Tribute to Harry Chapin, Fri., June 4, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. LVPAC Presents The Steve 
Chapin Band with special guest Jessica 
Craven of The Chapin Sisters. Tickets 
on-sale to public Tues. April 27 at noon. 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

The Saddle Cats, Adventures in Western 
Swing, perform Sun., June 6, 2 p.m. 
Livermore Library, 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave. Western swing pocket orchestra 
comprised of steel guitarist Bobby 
Black, fiddler and vocalist Richard Chon, 
guitarist Gordon Clegg, and bassist Bing 
Nathan. Their repertoire runs from rustic 
Texas breakdowns to the sophisticated 
swing of Benny Goodman, from Bob Wills 
high-energy California swing to their own 
stylish originals. Admission is free. For 
more information call 925-373-5505.

Doo Wah Riders, Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center Presents. June 11, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

2010 Concert at Wente Vineyards, Thurs., 
June 17, The Fray. Thurs., June 24, Liza 
Minnelli. Ticketmaster.com or by call-
ing the Wente Vineyards Box Office at 
925.456.2424. Wente Vineyards, 5050 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. 

ON THE STAGE
The Heidi Chronicles, Tri-Valley Reper-

tory Theatre Studio Theatre production. 
June 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 
26, 27. 1048 Serpentine Lane, Suite 309, 
Pleasanton. Fri. and Sat. 8 p.m. Sun. 2 p.m. 
Ticket information 462-2121 or www.
trivalleyrep.com.

Track of the Cat, June 6, 2010, A Stage 
adaptation of the classic American novel 
by Walter van Tilburg Clark. Directed 
by Graeme Maley. 3:00 p.m. The Eu-
gene O'Neill National Historic Site, Tao 
House. Tickets $25. www.eugeneoneill.
org/events

DANCE
Footloose, Livermore School of Dance Jazz 

& Tap Divisions presents "Footloose!" 
This diverse show has music and dance 
styles for everyone from jazz, tap, lyrical 
and musical theater to contemporary and 
hip hop. Some of the numbers include 
"The Garden" with Mirah, "In The Mon-
ey" with Gold Diggers and "Dreams" like 
Van Halen, Livermore High Performing 
Arts Theater, 600 Maple Street. Friday, 
June 4 at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 5 
at 2:00 p.m. All tickets are only $12.00 
for this full-length production! For tickets, 
call 925-245-9322 or email lsodjazz@ya-
hoo.com. For more information about our 
dance studio, please contact Livermore 
School of Dance, 1635 Chestnut Street, 
Suite C, Livermore, (925) 245-9322, 
livermoredance@gmail.com, or www.
livermoredance.com

A Midsummer Night's Dream, pre-
sented by Livermore School of Dance 
Ballet Division. A full-length ballet of 
Shakespeare's comedic tale. Livermore 
High Performing Arts Theater, 600 Maple 
Street. Saturday, June 5, at 7:00 p.m. & 
Sunday, June 6, at 2:00 p.m. Tickets: 925-
245-9322 or ltmballet@gmail.com.

Natya Mela 2009 (Bengali Drama Fes-
tival), June 5 and 6, 2:30 p.m. Amador 
Theater, 1188 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. 
Information www/sanskriti.org or www.
porshi.com.

Saturday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Saturday night from Salsa 
to Swing, includes an optional group 
dance lesson at 7:15. $15 cover charge, 
7:15 dance lesson, 8:00-10:30 for dance 
parties. It's All About Dancing, 171 So. 
Livermore Avenue, 925-449-9292, or 
studio@itsallaboutdancing.com.

A String of Pearls, Saturday, June 19, 2 
and 7 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Valley Dance Theatre’s 
30th Anniversary Celebration brings to 
life Gershwin’s An American in Paris, 
Glenn Miller’s classic A String of Pearls, 
and Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, plus exciting 
new works. Tickets available at  www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

The Wizard of Oz, presented by Dance 
Studio at Gymfinity. Sat., June 19, 11 a.m. 
230 So. Vasco Rd., Livermore. Public is 
invited to attend.

MOVIES
Book Into Film, "Clueless," May 30. Read 

the book, then view the movie at 2:00 p.m. 
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On Friday, May 28th,  the pub-
lic is invited to a free Art Crawl to 
view open studios, art displays and 
exhibitions during Art Crawl in 
downtown Livermore.  Art Crawl 
has changed its hours to 6:00 to 
9:00pm in order to coincide with 
the downtown merchants’ Girls’ 
Night Out event, this month 

The semi-annual Pleasanton 
Downtown Association Antique 
and Collectible Street Faire is 
back and will be held on Sunday, 
May 30  from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Main Street. Admission is free. 

The event is sponsored by 
the Pleasanton Downtown As-
sociation and produced Jerry 
and Betsy Goldman of Turn Key 
Productions.

The show will feature free 

After years of dreaming, plans for a new, permanent home for Valley 
Humane Society are underway.  Although VHS is financially able to 
build,  it needs help  to make this dream a reality.

 The Building Campaign Kick-Off will be held Thursday, June 3, 
2010 at 6 p.m. at Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada St., Pleasanton. 
There will be detailed drawings and floor plans available for viewing. 
There will be naming opportunities and an chance to purchase a Donor 
Recognition Tile Wall.  Board members and Building Committee mem-
bers will be on hand to answer  questions.

For more information go to  www.valleyhumanesociety.org.

in the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, followed by a 
comparison of the movie with the book. 
Free. Information: 925-931-3405

MISCELLANEOUS
Father's Day Photo Contest, sponsored 

by Alameda County CattleWomen's 
Association. Cash prizes: $50 for first 
place, $30 for second place, and $20 
for third place. Anyone can enter. The 
winning photos will be published in The 
Independent as well as on the Alameda 
County CattleWomen website.  The photo  
theme is"Show why your father deserves 
BEEF for Father's Day." The photo can be 
of Fathers, Grandfathers, or "Father-like" 
figures.   Entries are due by June 17, 2010. 
For contest details go to AlamedaCoun-
tyCattleWomen.com.

Livermore Heritage Guild Auction, May 
29, Duarte Garage, corner of Portola 
Avenue and L Street. www.livermore-
history.com.

Spring Antiques & Collectibles Street 
Faire, May 30, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Main 
Street, downtown Pleasanton. Information 
a 484-2199 or go to events@pleasanton-

downtown.net. Pleasanton Downtown 
Association.

Major General Alford Pleasonton will ap-
pear at Trinity on May 30 at 6 p.m. He will 
present a dramatic monologue entitled, 
"Serving God and Country as a Family." 
Gen. Pleasonton will be portrayed by Jim 
Meek in full uniform. The performance is 
free. Child care available. Trinity is at 557 
Olivina Ave., Livermore, 447-1848.

1st Wednesday Party, June 2, 6 to 9 p.m. 
“Jump Into Summer” theme. Downtown 
Pleasanton. Featured band, Cocktail 
Monkeys. Pleasanton Downtown As-
sociation hosting. 484-2199. events@
pleasantondowntown.net.

Austin Powers Movie & 60’s Era Costume 
Party  at the Vine Cinema & Alehouse, 
1722 First Street, Livermore. Thurs., 
June 3. Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center costume and movie social 
benefit for local performing and visual 
arts centers and its programs. Guests will 
be entertained and be able to socialize and 
savor themed cocktails, wine, beer, soft 
drinks and a variety of food items that will 
be available for purchase.  Austin Powers 
movie screenings will be at 7:30 and 9:30 

pm. Costume contest in-between the two 
showings at approximately 9 pm. Dressing 
up is encouraged. General Admission is 
$20 and includes the party, lounge cover 
charge, movie and unlimited popcorn. 
$10 of each ticket is tax deductible. The 
event is appropriate for ages 16 and older. 
Tickets are on sale now at the Bankhead 
Theater Ticket Office, 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore, online at www.
bankheadtheater.org or by phone at 
925.373.6800. Remaining tickets will be 
sold at the Vine Cinema & Alehouse door 
on the night of the event, if available. This 
fun event is likely to sell out, so advanced 
purchase is recommended.

Poetry Rocks in Many Languages, Sun., 
June 6, 2 to 4 p.m. Century House, 2401 
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. Pleasanton 
poet, writer and on-line poetry publisher 
Liz Fortini will guest host an afternoon 
of poetry in the languages of Western 
Europe. Liz and three featured poets will 
read a blend of poems they or famous poets 
have written in Italian, Spanish, French 
and German and then translate the poems. 
At the Open Mic following, the public is 
invited to read a poem, one page or less, 

in a Western European language and read 
their translation or read a poem they’ve 
written in English. Cost: $5.00, students 
free. pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com.

Livermore Rodeo Parade, Sat., June 12, 
downtown Livermore along 2nd and 3rd 
Streets. 10 a.m. start. Free.

Livermore Rodeo, June 12 and 13, Rodeo 
Grounds at Robertson Park, Livermore. 

Joaquin Murrieta: Dead In The Sierra, 
Thursday, June 17, Join filmmaker, War-
ren Haack, for a screening and discussion 
of his narrative film on the famous outlaw 
Joaquin Murrieta. Museum on Main Ed 
Kinney Lecture series. 7 p.m. at Lyn-
newood United Methodist Church, 4444 
Black Ave., Pleasanton. Tickets are $5 
members and seniors, $10 nonmembers, 

$3 students and teachers with ID. Res-
ervations are suggested. Tickets may be 
purchased at the door. Call the Museum 
on Main at 462-2766.

Book Into Film, June 27, "The Namesake,” 
a film based on the book by Jhumpa 
Lahiri. View the movie at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton. A comparison 
of the movie with the book follows. Free. 
Information: 925-931-3405. 

Alameda County Fair, June 23-July 11 
(closed Tuesdays), Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. Farm animals, 
16-days of live horse racing, professional 
entertainment, midway and carnival, food, 
fun for all ages. www.alamedacountyfair.
com.

Livermore Art Association and 
Wente Vineyards will host the 
38th annual Art in the Vineyard on 
Sunday, May 30.

Art in the Vineyard has become 
a tradition in the Livermore Val-
ley.  The event runs from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Artwork by thirty-six artists 

Memorial Day Weekend Events

will be on display.  Live music 
will be performed by “Vested 
Interest.” 

Art demonstrations will be held 
throughout the day. Admission 
is free. 

Wine tasting begins at 11.00 
am. A $15.00 Wine tasting fee 
includes a commemorative wine 

glass ($10.00 for Club Wente 
members). 

Food and refreshment will be 
offered by Wente Vineyards and 
Strizzi’s Restaurant for a nominal 
fee.

Wente Vineyards Estate Winery 
is located at 5565 Tesla Road, 
Livermore.

Art in the Vineyards Offers Wine, 
Food, Entertainment and Fine Art

themed, “Sex in the City”.
Some of the sites already ex-

hibit or create artwork on a regular 
basis, such as Ultraspectives, The 
Sculpture Studio and the Art Glass 
Studio, Panama Red Coffee Com-
pany, and Ryan Fine Art gallery.  
Those who don’t will work with 
artists who will set up temporary 

displays on the shop’s property. 
Other exhibit sites include ABC 
Music Source, Outside In, Main 
Street Designs, Not Too Naughty, 
It’s All About Dancing, Sanctuary 
Ultra Lounge, and more.

For more information about the 
Crawl, please see www.lindaryan-
fineart.com.

 

 

Art Crawl Joins 'Girls Night Out' in 
Downtown Livermore

appraisals by Steve Yvaska, noted 
appraiser and Journalist.  The ap-
praisals will run from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.  He will be located at the 
information booth on the corner of 
Main and Division Streets.  Limit 
three items per person.

Shoppers will find vintage, 
retro, and antique home furnish-
ings, clothing, furniture, jewelry, 
paintings, books, etc.  offered in 
over a mile of antiques and col-
lectibles  displayed by more than 

400 professional dealers from all 
over the West. 

This is the 19th year for this 
Downtown Pleasanton event that 
is one of the largest antique faires 
in the eleven Western states.  

Street parking is available.  
The Pleasanton Downtown 

Antiques and Collectibles Faire is 
now being run by Betsy and Jerry 
Goldman of Turn Key produc-
tions. 

 

 

Antiques to Fill Pleasanton's Main Street

Valley Humane Society to Kick-Off 
Building Campaign
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“A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” will be performed by the Livermore 
School of Dance Ballet Division on Sat., June 5 at 7 p.m. and Sun., June 
6 at 2 p.m. at the Livermore High School Performing Arts Theater. 

This will be a full-length ballet of Shakespeare’s comedic tale 
complete with fairies, butterflies, royalty, and a few very confused 
mortals.

The dance is set to music from Mendelssohn, Rossini, and Chopin, 
as well as, contemporary works from Enya and Owl City. Dancers of 
all ages will be performing.

The theater is located at 600 Maple Street, Livermore. 
All seats are $12. Tickets can be purchased at 925-245-9322 or 

ltmballet@gmail.com
For more information about the dance studio, please contact the 

Livermore School of Dance, 1635 Chestnut Street, Suite C, Livermore,  
(925) 245-9322, by email at livermoredance@gmail.com or www.
livermoredance.com

 

'A Midsummer Night's 
Dream' Ballet to 

Be Performed

Artist Louise Gray will show 
her paintings during the month 
of June in the tasting toom at 
Wente Vineyard Estate Winery, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. The 
winery is open daily from 11:00 
to 4:30 p.m.

Louise is well-known for her 
colorful watercolor landscapes. 

However this show will feature her 
newer abstract works. “This gives 
me the freedom to explore color, 
form and texture unhampered by 
the demands of representational 
forms. What happens on my can-
vas is an emotional response to an 
event, an experience or memory.

“My goal is to create a rich 

sensual surface. In a kind of per-
sonal meditation, I seek a balanced 
composition by stroking, scraping, 
rubbing, spattering and just push-
ing the paint around until it works 
as a painting. Then I invite the 
viewer to react, recognizing that 
he will bring his own perceptions 
to it.”

Louise studied art at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin and spent years 
teaching in the public schools, 
while raising a family. Her hus-
band worked at the Laboratory in 
Livermore until his sudden death 
in 1995. “After that I threw myself 
into painting with a vengeance, ex-

pressing my feelings,”she says.
The public is invited to meet the 

artist at a reception at the Wente 
Tasting Room on Sunday, June 6 
from 1-3 pm.

For information contact the art-
ist at louise.gray@comcast.net or 
call 925 447 1455

Work by Louise Gray to Be Featured in Wente Vineyards During June

Photo by Deanna Hong is of cast members.
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A team of six students repre-
senting Amador Valley’s Math 
Team recently traveled to Univer-
sity of Missouri, Kansas City and 
placed second in Mathleague.org’s 
League Championship on Friday, 
May 14th. The competition con-
sisted of over 200 students from 
40 schools and 5 states, including 
California, Washington, Kansas, 
Missouri, and Iowa. This is the 
11th year that mathleague.org, a 
math organization that organizes 
math competitions and workshops, 
hosted the league championship.

The Amador Valley Math Team 
qualified to compete in the league 
championship after placing second 
in the Northern California Champi-
onship held in Pleasanton. Amador 
Valley sent 19 students to the com-
petition and placed second to Mis-
sion San Jose High School. This is 
the second year that the Amador 
Valley Math Team is represented 
at the League Championship.

The group of six students that 
represented Amador Valley at the 
national championship included 
senior William Chen, eighth grad-
ers Eugene Chen, Jerry Li, Ian 
Zhou, Christine Xu, and seventh 
grader Rui (Rick) Huang. The 
middle school students are from 

The Livermore Area Youth Advisory Commission sponsored an es-
say contest. The focus of the commission this year was on teen mental 
health issues. 

To raise awareness of teen stress, we hosted an essay contest: "What 
I've Been Through and How I Survived." The contest wrapped up in 
April. The winner in the Middle School Division was Noah Banks from 
Mendenhall Middle School. The winner in the High School Level was 
Sean LaTourrette from Granada High School.  

Middle school essay:
By Noah Banks

I’m sure I speak on behave of all teens when I say that there is a lot 
of stress in my life. A majority of the stress that I have is sports related 
and I’m sure that it's the same feeling for the mass population of youths 
globally. To back that up I did a little bit of research and found that 85% 
of teenagers are involved with sports. Me and my friends all have the 
same problem, witch is to play and participate in the sport and to keep 
up on our grades. So basically the gist of it is that my main priorities are 
to succeed in school as well as do well on the field. Now, I play football 
and practices are rough and tiring but I have to still put in the time to: 
do my homework, study for any upcoming quizzes, tests, etc. and still 
have the time to go to practices. In part with being radically tired all 
of the time my grades were dropping I realized that my relationships 
between me and my family, teachers and friends had not been as good 
as I wanted it to be, so I asked two of my teachers how I could turn the 
stress around and make it productive. And then I just sat in a quiet room 
and just thought about it to myself. 

The first person I confronted about my issue was our school councilor, 
Mrs. Denlinger. One of the first things that she said was to not worry 
so much and look at it optimistically, “Instead of thinking that you only 
have two and a half hours to do all of the work think that you have two 
hours to relax and thirty minutes to do all of your homework.” At first 
I didn’t understand but after I thought about it I realized that she was 
telling me to try and work extremely hard on my work for roughly half 
an hour and then relax after that. Hearing this advice defiantly helped 
with my situation, even till his day I still work hard for a sort period of 
time and then I relax and either work out, or play guitar. The next teacher 
I asked was my math teacher, Mrs. Woodworth.

The following day, after school I went into my math teachers class-
room and asked her basically the same question I asked Mrs. Denlinger, 
i asked, “what is the best way to handle this problem? I have football 
practice every night and I still have to do my homework and study?” At 
first, she asked me if I wanted her to cut the homework down for me just 
until the football season was over, I thought about it for a minute and 
then I realized that it would be messed up if I only did half of the work 
and get the same score and grade as another student that did all of the 
work. After my response she simply advised me to try and get a majority 
of my homework in class and to also keep the studying to a minimum, 
to only study when I don’t understand the certain material. I knew that 
the biggest factors that I had to think about were my own thoughts. 

I knew that the last person I had to talk to about my stress ordeal was 
myself. And since me, and a lot of other teenagers are going through the 
same thing, I thought that my opinion would be the best way resource to 
get the idea to deal with the stress. After coming to my conclusion, that i 
had to think about it to myself, I found a quiet room, turned on my iPod, 
and just thought for a minute or two. After I reviewed what my teachers 
had to say about the topic I gave myself two options. One thing that 
everybody knows about me is that I’m not a very complicated person, 
meaning that it's either one or the other, there is no middle ground so to 
speak. So basically my two options were to either whine and complain 
abut it, or to put all of my thoughts together and deal with it, and me 
being me, decided to just deal with it. The way that I dealt with the stress 
was that I tried to get all of my homework done in class and if I still had 
more to do then I would work continuously for thirty minutes and the 
rest, and the work, and then rest, and so on and so forth.

At first the switch was hard to compensate. I found that I was relaxing 
more ten I should and not working hard enough. After about a week of 
pushing myself to reach this new goal I finally got the hang of it, I was 
working harder and not as stressful. Along with feeling better about my 
improvement I was really starting to see my grades improve and I also 
saw that my relationships between me and my teachers, my family, and 
my friends improved. And here I am a year and a half later have still 
seen grades increase and my stress decrease.

Harvest Park Middle School and 
help represent Amador Valley 
High School at mathleague com-
petitions.

The competition consisted of 
five rounds. Two of the rounds, 
sprint and target rounds, are in-
dividual events that are multiple 
choice and short answer. The team 
rounds consisted of team, power, 
and relay. The team round is 
ten questions to be done by the 
whole team in 6 minutes, while 
the power round is a whole hour 
of proof-writing. The relay round 
is often considered the most fun 
and the least predictable, with 
team members solving problems 
and passing back answers to their 
partner behind them.

Mathleague.org gave out awards 
to the top scorers on the target 
and sprint rounds for each grade 
division, the top 10 individuals 
overall, the top school on the team 
and power rounds, and the top 5 
teams overall. The Amador Valley 
team ended up winning 15 awards. 
Eugene, Jerry, Ian, and Christine 
won 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th respec-
tively on the sprint rounds in the 
junior high division, and Eugene, 
Christine, Ian, and Rick won 1st, 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th respectively on 
the target rounds in the junior high 
division. William won 2nd in sprint 
and 3rd on target in the senior divi-
sion, and also placed 7th overall. 
Eugene placed 3rd overall.

Amador Valley scored the high-
est on both the team round (90/100) 
and the power round (97/100), and 
ended up placing second overall in 
the league championship to Iowa 
City West High School. The Math 
Team would like to thank the Math 
Team officers, the Amador Valley 
administration, the Harvest Park 
administration, and the Harvest 
Park Math Department for helping 
provide funding for the trip and 
making the trip possible.

The Amador Valley Math Team 
is a student-run organization that 
hopes to encourage mathematical 
enthusiasm within the school and 
the local community. Other events 
that the Math Team takes a part in 
is the Stanford Math Tournament, 
Bay Area High School Puzzle 
Hunt, and Amador Valley Geom-
etry Bee. The Math Team always 
welcomes new members. More 
information about the Amador 
Valley Math Team can be found 
at www.avmathteam.org.

Amador Math Team Places 
Second in National Competition

Winning Essay in Youth 
Commission Contest

Students from the following 
groups recently became stars of 
their own Disney show as part 
of the Disney Performing Arts 
Program at the Disney Resort in 
California:

• Amador Valley High School 
Choir performed on 4/23/2010 at 
Plaza Gardens Stage.

• Harvest Park Middle School 
Jazz Band performed on 4/25/2010 
at Plaza Gardens Stage.

• Hart Middle School Concert 
Choir performed on 4/23/2010 

at Plaza Gardens Stage.  School 
Treble Choir and Hartbeat Singers 
performed on  4/23/2010 at Plaza 
Gardens Stage. String Orchestra 
performed on 4/18/2010 at Plaza 
Gardens Stage. Jazz Band per-
formed on 4/18/2010 at Plaza 
Gardens Stage. Symphonic Band 
performed on 4/18/2010 at Plaza  
Gardens Stage.

Dance groups, choirs, ensem-
bles and marching bands from 
around the world apply to perform 
each year as part of Disney Per-

forming Arts at both the Disney-
land and the Walt Disney World 
Resorts. Once selected, they are 
given the opportunity to perform 
at the resort for an international 
audience of theme park guests. 

Disney Performing Arts offers 
band, choral, dance and auxil-
iary performers the opportunity 
to learn, perform and compete at 
Disney Theme Parks.  For more 
information, visit www.Disney-
PerformingArts.com or call 1-800-
603-0552.

Pleasanton Students Perform at Disneyland
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Rodeo dinner dance, hostged by the 
Livermore Knights of Columbus Friday June 
11 at St. Michael’s large hall. The cost is $25.00 
per person which includes a Rib Eye steak 
dinner and dancing from 8-11. Music by DJ 
Power. Cocktails will be from 5-6 and dinner 
from 6-8. For tickets contact Mark Duguid at 
925 443-5873

The 13th Annual Pooch Parade will 
take place on Wednesday, August 4, 2010 in 
downtown Pleasanton.  This event runs in 
conjunction with the "1st Wednesday Street 
Party" sponsored by the Pleasanton Downtwon 
Association.  Registration begins at 5 p.m. and 
the parade starts at 6 p.m. at Lions Wayside 
Park, corner of First Street and Neal.  Enter 
your pooch, any size, in any of the seven 
categories for great prizes! The entry fee is 
$10.00 per category.  All proceeds benefit the 
Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Raisers.  For 
complete details and registration, go to www.
trivalleyguidedogs.org

Livermore Area Blood Drive - Friday, 
June 18, 1-7:00 p.m. at Asbury United Meth-
odist Church, 4743 East Avenue (note new 
location!). There is a severe shortage of blood 
in the Bay Area, and only 3% of the eligible 
people give blood. Please help save a life by 
giving blood. The process takes 1-1½ hours, 
and snacks and refreshments are served after 
you donate. You must be 17 years old, and have 
a form of identification with you. To sign up, 
go to www.GiveLife.org, and use RLCC as the 
sponsor code. For more information contact 
Tom Petty at 925-980-8164.

Summer Cooking Camps for Juniors 
and Teens.  June 14-August 9.  M-F, 10:30-
1:30 pm.  Select from world cuisine or regional 
American themes.  All hands-on class plus spe-
cial "restaurant" style class at end of program.  
$295/week.  Pans on Fire, 310-B Main Street, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, (925) 600-7267, www.
pansonfire.com for more information.

Ohlone  Audubon meets for the Annual 
Potluck Picnic on June 1 at 5 p.m. for set up 
followed by dinner at 6 p.m. at the Alviso 
Adobe Community Park, 3465 Old Foothill 
Rd., Pleasanton. Installation of officers / 
birdathon  awards.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network, 
meets 7 p.m. June 21, Harvest Park Middle 
School, 4900 Valley Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Topic will be Gentle Chiropractic:  Nurturing 
the Whole Person - Emotionally, Mentally and 
Physically presented y Dr. Nicole Valega, DC, 
HBCE and Dr. Andrea Pritchett, DC, Owner 
of Vital Life Wellness, www.vlifewellness.
com. This meeing is free for Chapter members 
and first time visitors.  Meetings are held on 
the third Monday evening of each month.  
For further information, please visit:  www.
holisticmoms.org or email Tri-ValleyHMN@
hotmail.com 

Tuff Girl Fitness is offering a free fit-
ness boot camp for women in Livermore on 
Sunday, June 6th from 8am-9am at a location 
in Livermore (TBA). There will be a raffle 
drawing afterwards. To sign up go to www.
tuffgirl.com  or send an email to tuffgirlfit-
ness@yahoo.com

Free Diabetes Class Series  in Pleasanton 
and San Leandro. Morning and evening classes, 
7 week series starting June, July and August. 
This ADA accredited program is offered by 
the Alameda County Diabetes Program. Call 
510-383-5185 for times and location.  

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., May 29, 66 miles tour of South Bay, meet 
9 a.m., Rob Delfosse, 216-4823. Sun., May 30, 
10 miles single track in Del Valle Park, meet 
10 a.m. at the park, Bob Heady, 980-7989. 
Wed., June 2, club meeting, 7 p.m. Round 
Table Pizza in Dublin, non-members welcome. 
www.valleyspokesmen.org. Wed., June 2, 35 
miles tour of Carquinez Strait, meet 10 a.m. 
at Martinez Regional Shoreline Park, Edith 
Norby, 707-748-1508. Anyone planning to go 
on a ride is asked to call the leader for details 
on where to meet and what to bring.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Val-
ley. Activities include a coffee on the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah 
Jongg, bridge, walking and hiking groups, 
family activities and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 215-8405 or visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com.

Free teen workshop, Pleasanton Com-
munity Counseling Center, topic: ways to keep 
busy, have fun, and stay safe over summer 
vacation. Teens will have opportunity to share 
with one another and participate in a creative 
project. Pleasanton Library on Sun., June 13, 
2 to 4 p.m. Free. Participants will receive 
a Jamba Juice gift card. Open to ages 13 to 
18 (high school only). Call Jenny to register, 
600-9762 ext. 7#.

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue is holding an 
orientation for new volunteers. Come & learn 
about volunteer opportunities like fostering 
dogs/cats, socializing shelter animals, helping 
at adoption events & fund-raisers, & many 
other roles available for you to participate in. 
Age 18+. Orientation is July 10, 1:00-2:30 PM 
at East Count Animal Shelter, 4595 Gleason 
Drive in Dublin. Bring $10 cash or check to 
help cover the cost of material. Information 
at www.tvar.org

Exceptional Needs Network Murder 
Mystery Dinner Gala, Fri., June 25, 6 p.m. 
Raise funds for Tri-Valley developmentally 
delayed children and ENN's Camp Arroyo. 
Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Avenue, Livermore. Tickets can be 
purchased at http://ennetwork.org/MMN/Mur-
der_Mystery_Night/Home.html

1980 Granada High 30th Reunion: June 
25, 2010 Pine Street Bar & Grill Mixer 8:00pm, 
June 26, 2010 The Club at Las Positas-Beeb's 
Dinner Reception 6:30-11:30pm, After Party, 
Jackie Tarin Rankl's Residence 11:30pm to 
1:00am. Tickets on sale now $95 per graduate, 
$70 for guest through June 1st. Find informa-
tion on www.Granada High.com/alumni /free 
register, Facebook and Classmates

Bikers and Bands Ride for Autism, Sat., 
June 12, Livermore. Live music from 6 Liver-
more bands, food and drinks. 10 a.m. start in 
front of Pit Stop, 4084 East Ave. concludes at 
the Pine Street, 875 Rincon. Ride is $25 per 
person and includes a Luau Lunch halfway 
through the ride at noon and admission to Pine 
Street after the ride. Entertainment starts at 5 
p.m. Admission if not riding is $10. Benefit for 
the Early Intervention of Autism and Autism 
Speaks. Information at facebook/autismarmy.
org or marty.seagrave@yahoo.com..

Livermore Library Board, meets 7 p.m. 
Thurs., May 27 at the Civic Center Library, 1188 
So. Livermore Ave. An agenda will be posted at 
the library 72 hours prior to the meeting.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new & longtime residents to their 
monthly luncheon on June 17 at Faz Restaurant, 
600 Hartz Restaurant, Danville from 11:30 to 
2pm.  The speaker will be San Ramon Mayor 
Abram Wilson.  Cost is $19. For information, 
call Myrna, 560-0656.

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue, Do you love 
animals? Tri-Valley Animal Rescue is holding 
an orientation for new volunteers. Come and 
learn about volunteer opportunities such as 
fostering dogs/cats, socializing shelter animals, 
helping at adoption events and fund-raisers, 

plus many other roles. Orientation is June 6, 
1:00-2:30 PM at East Count Animal Shelter, 
4595 Gleason Drive in Dublin. Must be 18+. 
Bring $10 cash or check to help cover the cost 
of material. Information at www.tvar.org.

Pleasanton VIP Travel Club, visits 
Peter Pan in San Francisco at the Threesixty 
Centre. Wed., June 9. Stop first at Westfield 
San Francisco Centre for lunch and shopping. 
Tickets are limited. For reservations, sign up at 
the travel desk, 5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, 
931-5370 or Joanne Kelly 224-9888.

Pleasanton VIP Travelers, Columbia 
State Park, National, Hotel and Railtown, June 
19, $78 members, $79 nonmembers. Reserva-
tions sign up at the travel desk at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd. 

Learn Scottish Country dancing at the 
Livermore class of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society, San Francisco Branch. Lively 
reels and jigs, graceful strathspeys. All ages. 
Adults Mondays 8 to 9:30 p.m. Livermore 
Veteran's Hall, 522 South L St., Livermore; 
youth or adult Fridays 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Valley Dance Theatre School, 2247 Second 
St., Suite B, Livermore. Call Margaret Ward, 
449-5932 or Sheena MacQueen, 447-1833.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with a mis-
sion to distribute stuffed animals to social 
services, emergency services, medical facili-
ties and anyone who needs a hug. Based in 
Livermore, the group reaches around the Bay 
Area and the world. Volunteers needed to hold 
collections of gently used teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals, assist with fund-raising and 
deliver the animals to organizations supported 
by the group. Meetings 2nd Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police 
Station. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org 
or call 373-7982 for more information.

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
(CL) is a nonprofit, peer-based, self-help sup-
port group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Meetings in Room 7 at 
7 p.m. every Monday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
St. Mary & St. John Coptic Orthodox Church. 
Room 7, 4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just 
come or call our one of the volunteers: 925-200-
1943, or go to www.ClutterLess.org.

Picnic in the Park, Fri., June 4, 11 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Bray Commons. Open to family 
and friends. Barbeque lunch, games, prizes and 
entertainment. Shuttle service to and from the 
picnic is available at the Dublin Senior Center 
by reservation. Price includes a reserved seat at 
a picnic table and lunch. Tickets on sale until 
May 31: Res $3/Non-Res $4. Tickets after May 
31: $5. Activity Code 24377. www.DublinSe-
niorCenter.com. Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd. 

Retired Public Employees Association, 
all retired public employees under the Calp-
ers retirement program are invited to attend 
bimonthly meetings at Emil Villa's Hickory 
Pit & Grill, 3064 Pacific Ave., Livermore, at 
10:45 a.m. Dates are June 3 speaker is Rhoda 
Takeda from Rosewood Gardens Senior Liv-
ing, August 5 speaker is Margaret Hankle from 
Explorititas (former Elderhouse) speaking on 
planning group trips for seniors., Oct. 7 speaker 
will be Veronica Conley from DMV senior 
ombudsman program, and Dec. 2. For more 
information, call Dona Allen, 443-3484.

Sunday Bingo, All regular game pay-outs 
$250. Free game guarantees payout of $350. 
Flash games for a chance to win up to $1,199. 

One session of speed. Free bagels and coffee. 
Doors open at 1:30 p.m. Session begins at 
4:00pm. Must be 18 years old. Bingo Ranch, 
3070 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 606-7777. 
Proceeds go to LVCS/CCEF

Volunteer drivers, Senior Support Pro-
gram of the Tri-Valley is looking for volunteer 
drivers to transport seniors to their medical 
appointments. The Senior Transportation 
Program supplements existing public and 
paratransit services by providing rides via 
volunteer drivers. Volunteers must have a 
valid driver’s license, a registered vehicle, 
carry automobile liability insurance, and have 
a clear DMV record. Please contact Jennifer 
Cullen for more information at (925) 931-5387 
or email: ja.cullen@yahoo.com. Funding for 
this program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority. Over 
145 Tri-Valley seniors registered for rides. 
Volunteers have driven over 10,000 miles to get 
seniors to their appointments. More volunteer 
drivers (over the age of 25) are needed. 

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Christensen, 
Arroyo Seco and East Ave Schools, and Excep-
tional Needs Network and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in Livermore. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

Pleasanton Senior Center open Thurs-
days from 8:30am to 7:30 p.m. Evening 
activities will include a fee-based Beginning 
Bridge program, a drop-in lecture series fo-
cused on health issues, special interest classes, 
Bunko, and even Nintendo Wii® sports. For 
more information or a schedule of programs, 
please contact the Pleasanton Senior Center at 
(925)931-5365. The Senior Center is located 
at 5353 Sunol Blvd. Pleasanton.

 
RELIGION
Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 Scott 

Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, Pastor: John 
L. Bechtel. Saturday: Bible Study: 9:30 am / 
Worship Service: 10:50 am; Wednesday: Bible 
Study: 7:00 pm; Pot Luck 4th and 5th Sabbaths. 
ww.livermoresda.org/ 

Meditation Study Group - Practice new 
meditation methods, based on teachings of 
Shinzen Young, using audio, video and hand-
outs. Meeting 7:00-8:30 pm on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month, at Tri-Valley 
Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 Amador Val-
ley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at 
gstaehle@comcast.net

 Prayer Circle - Prayer, meditation, study, 
and sharing. Meeting 7:15-8:30 pm on the 
first, third, and fifth Tuesdays of the month, 
at Tri-Valley Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 
Amador Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact 
Bob at hardyco1@comcast.net.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 
Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-

munity is welcome. United CC is an Open 
and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for 
more information. 

Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 
to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
305-9468. 

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8:30, 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. with Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Bible study for adults 
and activities for all ages on Wednesdays at 
6:45 p.m. 447-1848.

Human Good: The Faith That Sustains 
Me, Rev. Lucas Hergert, preaching, Sun., June 
6, 10:30 a.m. Unitarian Universalists, 1893 
North Vasco Rd., Livermore. Lucas will argue 
that liberal religionists must reclaim their belief 
in human good for a world that is hurting. All 
are invited. www.uucil.net.

Major General Alford Pleasonton will 
appear at Trinity on May 30 at 6  p.m. He 
will present a dramatic monologue entitled, 
"Serving God and Country as a Family." Gen. 
Pleasonton will be portrayed by Jim Meek in 
full uniform. The performance is free. Child 
care available. Trinity is at 557 Olivina Ave., 
Livermore, 447-1848.

Class, Learn practical steps to super-charge 
your life with overflowing financial and non-
financial abundance, based on the book "The 
Four Spiritual Laws of Prosperity" by Edwene 
Gaines.  Book will be available in class.  
Taught by LUT candidate Dinah Chapman, 
the 5-session course meets on June 1, 15, 22, 
29 and July 6, 7-9 pm., at Tri-Valley Unity's 
Gathering Place, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., 
#120, Dublin.  Love offering.  (925) 829-2733.  
www.trivalleyunity.com

Tri-Valley Unity Church offers new 
Sunday school classes for children ages 1-10 
starting June 6 during church service, 10 to 
11:15 am, 2260 Camino Ramon, San Ramon. 
Contact George or Gayle Staehle, gstaehle@
comcast.net, 925-828-3143.  www.trival-
leyunity.com

 
 


