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Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 
will host an adoption faire this 
Sat., May 30 at the East County 
Animal Shelter.

The event takes place from 
noon to 3 p.m. 

Goodies will be given to 
those who adopt an animal. For 
dogs: 3 Private Training Classes 
with a Professional Dog Trainer 
(Valued at over $180); Bed, 
Collar, Leash & Food; for cats: 
Blanket and toys.

The shelter is located at 4595 
Gleason Dr., Dublin. For more 
information, call Sue at 408-
202-6708.

PET OF THE WEEK
Meet Oriole, a gorgeous flame point Siamese kitten.  What's 
with the strange name?  Well, Oriole has 6 brothers and 
sisters, all named after birds:  Cardinal, Chickadee, Pigeon, 
Raven, Sparrow and Finch!  They are a beautiful "flock" of 
Siamese mix kittens.  To do a little "bird" watching, come to 
Valley Humane Society's Kitty City at 3670 Nevada Street in 
Pleasanton, open Tues-Sat from 11AM to 5PM.  Visit the web 
site www.valleyhumane.org or call 925-426-8656.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
Lynne Shephard checked out the tomatoes at the Livermore Farmers Market. Residents shopping at the Livermore Farmers Market are being 
asked to help Open Heart Kitchen by donating fresh fruit and vegetables. The program, "One for Me, One for You," asks shoppers to buy 
produce for themselves and purchase some to donate "whatever is in your heart" to Open Heart Kitchen." The market is open through October 
15 at Carnegie Park, 3rd Street, Livermore. Donations should be left at the Marcel Orthodontics booth, located by the fountain. The program is 
sponsored by Marcel Orthodontics, Downtown Livermore, Inc., and the Livermore Farmers Market.

Don't Miss It!

The Independent 
now has a 

second section. 
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are 
education features, as well as 
the arts and entertainment and 
bulletin board listings.

Animal 
Adoption 
Faire Set

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Relief pitcher Sammy McConvey was part of the winning effort 
for the Livermore High girls softball team. For the story, see 
page 8.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Demolition got underway on the 
former Railroad Cafe building 
in downtown Livermore. The 
site is being redeveloped.

New Deadline 
On Power Line 
Scoping Is July 30 

The TANC commission has 
granted an extension on the scop-
ing commentary period for the 
EIR on its power-line project, 
which would run through Liver-
more wine country, the Sunol 
Valley, and next to Pleasanton's 
southern city limit. 

The new deadline for com-
ments will be July 30, two months 
after the original deadline exten-
sion, which was to end May 31. 
The commission granted the 
extension at its meeting May 20. 
The commentary period is impor-
tant because it raises the question 
that the project proponents must 
answer. 

Residents in cities such as 
Winters and Davis along the 
proposed route have been send-
ing their protests to TANC, and 
organizing against it. They, too, 
asked for an extension of the 
commentary period. They said 
that they had received very little 
notice about the project. 

TANC is the Transmission As-
sociation of Northern California, 
a joint powers agreement among 
15 public power agencies in 
northern and central California. 
Their partner in the venture is 
the Western Area Power Associa-
tion (WAPA), which is a federal 
agency. 

Unlike private companies, the 
public power agencies are not 
regulated by any state agency 
in the construction of the power 

(See POWER, page 2)

By Ron McNicoll 
Chris Moore has been chosen 

to succeed resigned Zone 7 Water 
Agency director Dale Myers. 

Moore was voted in by the re-
maining six directors at the board 
meeting May 20. He will serve 
out the remainder of Myers' term, 
which will end in July 2012. 

Myers resigned April 13, cit-
ing "time constraints." Although 
he did not expand further on that, 
Myers told The Independent ear-
lier that he was spending time as 

a consultant with Colorado State 
University in his native state. 

Myers retired from his job as 
Zone 7 general manager more 
than a year before being elected 
to the board last year. At the 
board's April meeting, directors 
cited Moore's finish behind the 
top three elected members in 
that election as a good reason to 
appoint him. They also pointed 
to his strong performance when 
he served on the board in 2006, 
as an appointed replacement for 

John Marchand, who was elected 
to the Livermore City Council. 

Moore was bumped off the 
board in the 2006 election by 
current board president Sarah 
Palmer, who ran an active grass-
roots campaign. 

Moore is a deputy police 
chief in San Jose. He lives in 
Pleasanton with his family. He is 
a non-practicing attorney. During 
President Clinton's administra-
tion, he was a White House fel-

Zone 7 Brings Moore Back on Board 

(See ZONE 7, page 4)

The Pleasanton City Council 
delayed approval of more  apart-
ments at a site where they already 
exist.

The council asked the devel-
oper to come back with more 
affordability and more energy ef-
ficiency. The council also asked 
staff to take another look at the 
city's inclusionary ordinance, 
which requires 15 percent of 
the units in developments of 
15 or more to be affordable in 
perpetuity.

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
stated, "I think this is a really 
great project. It could be better. 
I suggest further negotiations 
on increased affordability and 
increased energy efficiencies. 

There should also be research 
into funds to help pay for the 
efficiencies."

There were 262 units built in 
1985 on the site on Bernal Av-
enue. Now the developer wants 
to add 12 more units on the 13.5 
acre site. There are also plans to 
add new office space and convert 
the current office into indoor rec-
reational uses. The tennis courts, 
which are seldom used, would be 
removed to make room for the 
new units.

Because the original approval 
was in 1985, the project is not 
subject to the city's inclusionary 
ordinance. In addition, there are 
fewer than 15 units.

However, Brian Dolan, direc-

tor of community development, 
told the council that the develop-
er had agreed to provide 12 units 
with two targeting low income 
and ten moderate income resi-
dents. The affordability would be 
for 30 years. Not all of the afford-
able units would be in the new 
apartments. Instead, current units 
would be converted to affordable 
as they became available.

Councilmember Cindy Mc-
Govern wanted staff to look at 
ways to encourage affordability 
in perpetuity. 

Councilmember Matt Sullivan 
suggested it was time to revisit 
the inclusionary ordinance that 
exempts projects such as the 

Council Wants More Affordability 

(See COUNCIL, page 3)

Two conservation groups and 
a mining company announced a 
historic cooperative conserva-
tion agreement for two quarry 
projects in the Sunol area — the 
Apperson Ridge Quarry and the 
Sunol Valley Quarry. 

The Center for Biological Di-
versity and the Alameda Creek 
Alliance signed an agreement in 
December 2008 with Oliver de 
Silva, Inc. that will dramatically 
change the Apperson Quarry 
project, protect and enhance 
endangered species habitat, 
provide millions of dollars for 
fish-passage projects and resto-
ration of Alameda Creek, secure 
habitat enhancements for tule 

elk, and address greenhouse gas 
emissions.

 “This provides a rare, once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to mar-
ry two projects and provide major 
environmental enhancements 
that would not be possible if we 
were not working together with 
the conservation groups,” said 
Ed DeSilva, chairman of Oliver 
de Silva, Inc.

The conservation agreement 
proposes changes to both quarry 
operations that, if approved by 
regulators, will dramatically 
reduce impacts to biological re-
sources at Apperson Ridge. Quar-
rying at Apperson Ridge would be 
deferred until 2030 or cessation 

of operations at the Sunol Quarry 
site, whichever is later. Already 
approved processing plants to 
produce asphalt and concrete 
would be moved from Apperson 
Ridge to the Sunol Quarry site, 
which does not have habitat for 
special-status species. Material 
from Apperson Ridge would be 
transported for processing using 
a conveyor system, rather than 
an approved haul road, reducing 
road grading, truck traffic, and 
noise disturbance associated with 
the access road.

Jim Summers, vice president 
of Oliver de Silva, stated, "This is 
a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
We worked hard with the envi-

ronmental groups to come to an 
agreement."

The current permit to operate 
the Sunol Quarry runs through 
2021. Summers said if an exten-
sion were approved, quarrying 
would continue through 2030. 
"No quarrying could take place at 
Apperson until all of the resourc-
es at Sunol were exhausted," he 
explained.

Under the agreement, Oliver 
de Silva will fund and implement 
an Apperson Ridge Conservation 
Plan that will reduce potential 
impacts of the approved Ap-
person Quarry operation on 
native wildlife species and their 
habitats, provide mitigation for 

any environmental impacts, and 
permanently protect and enhance 
habitat for special-status species. 
Oliver de Silva will also fund a 
Sunol Quarry Conservation Plan 
that will assist in fish passage 
projects for steelhead trout and 
significantly advance the restora-
tion of Alameda Creek.

“We are proud to announce 
conservation plans for the Ap-
person Ridge and Sunol Valley 
quarries that allow us to sup-
port both projects. We applaud 
Oliver de Silva’s commitments 
to environmental protections 
and restoration efforts through 
these projects,” said Jeff Miller, 
director of the Alameda Creek 

Quarry Agreement Enhances Environment

(See QUARRY, page 4)

The US Chamber of Com-
merce and the Livermore Cham-
ber of Commerce have partnered 
to stage a unique event, “Innova-
tion – How the Tri-Valley Fits 
into a World Economy”  to be 
held on Tuesday, June 30 from 
8:30 am to 3 pm at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center.  

The forum will feature distin-
guished panelists and speakers 
including Sybase 365 President 
Marty Beard discussing topics 
such as how to showcase the 
greater Livermore Valley / Tri-
Valley as a science and technol-
ogy center and incentives to help 
retain and attract businesses, par-
ticularly in technology. The event 
will recognize and emphasize the 
need to embrace being part of a 
global economy as healthy and 
imperative.

The keynote speaker for this 
event is Lt. Governor John Gara-
mendi. Garamendi has logged 32 
years of public service including 
State Assemblyman, State Sena-
tor, and California’s first elected 
Insurance Commissioner.

Throughout the day-long 
event, attendees will explore 
with city, state, and national 
leaders incentives that can retain 
businesses here and create op-
portunities for new ones. Repre-
sentatives from the two national 
laboratories in Livermore will 
discuss the labs’ open concept 
and what that means in terms 
of economic development and 
innovation. Panel discussions 

Fitting Into 
the World 
Economy
Conference to  
Look at Tri-Valley

(See CONFERENCE, page 4)

By Ron McNicoll 
Some $8.1 million in federal 

bailout money should help the 
Pleasanton school district bal-
ance its budget for 2009-10, but 
after that, the picture is dim. 

The federal stimulus money is 
a one-time grant. There is no in-

Short Stimulus Won't Save Long School Budget Plunge 
dication that it would be renewed 
in the following year. 

At its meeting on May 19, 
the school board discussed the 
problem of balancing budgets 
beyond next year's. 

Superintendent John Casey 
explained that although the bud-

get could be balanced in 2009-10, 
with a 3 percent reserve, even the 
stimulus money doesn't keep the 
district whole. 

The balancing can't happen 
without as much as $9.7 mil-
lion in cuts, which the school 
board has authorized. Those cuts 

would be achieved by laying off 
people who occupy a total of 243 
full-time equivalent positions. 
Some employees work less than 
full-time, so the total number of 
employees that would be laid off 
would be more than 300. 

(See BUDGET,  page 4)
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Tires will screech and brake pads will smoke at the Goodguys 
16th Summer Get-Together Street Challenge Autocross 
competition. The Street Challenge Autocross is a brand new 
addition to the event. Racing around pylons on a timed course, 
competitors will flog their muscle cars and street rods to see 
who can go quickest. Special awards and merchandise will go 
to the winners in each category. The Street Challenge Autocross 
is open all weekend.
 

The Goodguys 16th Summer 
Get-Together Car Show  will be 
held Sat., May 30, 8 to 5 p.m. and 
Sun., May 31, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
in Pleasanton. 

On display will be 2,500 hot 
rods, custom cars, muscle cars 
and trucks of all years, makes and 
models. In addition, there will  be 
vendor exhibits, an automotive 
swap meet, cars for sale corral, 
Street Challenge Autocross, a 
pinstriper’s Brush Bash, kids en-
tertainment, arts & crafts, model 
car show and lots more.

The event will feature a few 
“firsts” for Goodguys.  

There will be a “Street Chal-
lenge Autocross” for the first time 
at the Pleasanton Fairgrounds. 
The Autocross is a competition 
on a timed road course. Competi-
tors will race the clock around a 
1000 foot coned course with tight 
turns with quick acceleration and 
deceleration. All event partici-
pants who enter a vehicle in the 
car show are eligible to compete 
in the Autocross providing they 
pass a basic tech inspection. 

Another first for Goodguys 
will be the introduction of Green 
Energy awareness courtesy of 
AAA. The folks from AAA will 
have their “Green Light Initia-
tive” display at the Summer 
Get-Together which will include 
energy-efficient green vehicles 
(even a veggie oil powered car).  

A special “brush bash” of 
local pinstripe artists will be 

held inside the Exhibition Hall. 
The brush bash will feature 
pinstriper’s who will be striping 
everything from garbage cans to 
toilet seats, car parts, dashboards 
- whatever they can paint stripes 
on - they will do it. A fee will be 
charged for their services. 

General admission is $15, kids 
7-12 $6. Tickets are available at 
event or online at www.good-
guys.com 

The Pleasanton Public Li-
brary is looking for a few young 
“cowboys” and “cowgirls” to 
become Kid Power Volunteers 
this summer. Students entering 
6th through 9th grades in the 
new school year are invited to 
volunteer this summer at the 
Pleasanton Public Library as 
a member of the library’s Kid 
Power program. 

Kid Power volunteers primar-
ily assist children of all ages to 
register and play the library’s 
summer reading game, Tales of 
the Old West. The West is pretty 
wild though, so Kid Power vol-
unteers may be given additional 
tasks that support the Children’s 
Department’s efforts.  Middle 
schoolers who enjoy reading to 
young children may also volun-
teer as Bookaroo Readers; hours 
as a Bookaroo Reader also apply 
to Kid Power hours.

Volunteers must attend one 

Goodguys Get-Together 
Adds An Autocross

group orientation, which is held 
in the library meeting room. 
Training session dates are sched-
uled for Friday, June 5th at 4 
p.m., Saturday, June 6th at 10:30 
a.m., Tuesday, June 9th at 4 p.m., 
Monday, June 15th at 1:30 p.m., 
Thursday, June 18th at 10:30a.m. 
No pre-registration for the train-
ing sessions is necessary. Train-
ing sessions last approximately 
90 minutes.

Students who volunteer six 
hours or more over the summer 
will be invited to a party after the 
summer reading program ends. 
Volunteer hours are flexible and 
students may work around their 
vacation and summer sched-
ules.

Questions? Call the children’s 
desk at (925) 931-3400 x8, pick 
up a flyer or see the library 
website at www.ci.pleasanton.
ca.us/services/library.

Kid Power Volunteers Sought

A new three-cart trash and 
curbside recycling program com-
ing to Pleasanton this year will 
replace the existing recycling 
program using blue bags. A 

line. They operate much like a 
city or county that is building 
a road. They must meet state 
environmental requirements. 
The final authority in approv-
ing or rejecting the project are 
the boards of the two proponent 
agencies. 

The agencies want to make 
available a 600-mile line running 
from Lassen County near Oregon 
to Santa Clara County, the heart 
of Silicon Valley. Little, if any, of 
the green power the lines would 
carry is developed yet. The point 
of building the lines is to encour-
age its development, according 
to TANC spokespersons. They 
project 2015 as the year it would 
go into operation. 

Livermore area residents, in-
cluding winemakers, open space 
enthusiasts and the Tri-Valley 
Conservancy, reacted sharply 
when they found out the news 
early in May. Their protests to 
TANC won them the extension, 
and an informational meeting in 
Livermore, which was to be held 
May 27, after the Independent's 
deadline. 

mailer sent to all residents seeks 
a decision on the trash cart size 
needed by each respective house-
hold. Residents are encouraged 
to carefully read the material 
and make a selection from one of 
two new 3-cart service options. 
Responses should be mailed back 
on an attached card by June 12, 
2009. Residents who do not send 
in a response card will continue 
service with their existing trash 
cart size.

Pleasanton residents currently 
put both trash and recyclables 
into one collection cart. Recy-
clable material is sorted from 
trash at the Material Recovery 
Facility operated by Pleasanton 
Garbage Service. The new recy-
cling program, which will launch 
in October of this year, differs in 
that residents will put trash and 
recyclables into separate collec-
tion carts.

Each household will receive a 
new 96-gallon recycling cart for 
glass and plastic bottles, steel or 
tin cans, jars, cardboard, alumi-
num containers or foil, and paper. 
The new program also gives cus-
tomers the choice of a 35-gallon 

or a 96-gallon trash cart to collect 
waste that is not recyclable or 
green. The new collection carts 
and important information about 
the new recycling program will 
be delivered to residents prior 
to the start of the program. The 
existing green waste carts will 
remain in use as part of the new 
program.

This new program is expected 
to capture more recyclable ma-
terial and send less waste to 
the landfill. According to the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Americans recycled 85 
million tons of Municipal Solid 
Waste (MSW) in 2007, providing 
an annual benefit of 193 million 
metric tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent emissions reduced. 
This is comparable to removing 
the emissions from 35 million 
passenger cars.

Not everyone is happy about 
the new program. Resident Mi-
chelle Seabrook attended last 
week's city council meeting to 
suggest there should have been 
more public input and more dis-
cussion before the new program 
was approved. Seabrook urged 

POWER
(continued from page one)

the council to revise its decision. 
She said that the current bluebag 
program is curbside recycling 
and saw no reason to go to the 
expense of instituting a new 
program.

For more information, please 
call Pleasanton Garbage Service 
at (925) 846-2042.

 

Pleasanton Replaces Blue Bag Recycling Program
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LARPD Meeting Delayed
The regularly scheduled meeting of the Liver-

more Area Recreation and Park District Board 
of Directors on June 3 will begin at 6 p.m. The 
public is asked to note the earlier meeting time, 
as well as the date, which is  the first Wednesday 
of the month instead of the second.

Following the Board meeting, there will be a 
Board workshop on the budget and the Program 
and Facilities Service Level Review. Both the 
regular meeting and the workshop are open to 
the public, though only the first meeting will be 
televised.

The LARPD Board meets at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. For more information, call 925-373-
5700 or visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us.

Reduce Water Use
Officials of the Tri Valley Water Retailers  are 

asking their customers to voluntarily reduce pota-
ble water consumption by 20 percent in the face of 
the state’s continuing water shortage emergency. 
This aligns with Governor Schwarzenegger’s 
recent appeal for California residents to reduce 
water usage by 20 percent. Bolstering the need 
for increased water conservation is the recent 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) projec-
tions of below normal snowpack and run-off for 
a third consecutive year, historically low State 
water reservoir levels, and continued restrictions 
on Delta pumping.

While avoiding mandatory rationing, the new 
conservation target doubles the 10 percent vol-
untary reduction goal set by the retailers in July 
2007 when a federal court imposed long-term 
restrictions on State Water Project pumping from 
the Delta to protect an endangered fish species, 
Delta smelt. Historically the State Water Project 
has supplied 80 percent of Tri Valley drinking 
water.

A water shortage emergency continues to be 
in effect throughout California. Although the Tri 
Valley does have local groundwater reserves to 
help meet projected demand for several years, 
local water retailers are in support of protecting 
these reserves through conservation to help meet 
drought conditions that might continue past this 
year. 

The four Tri Valley Water Retailers, the Dublin 
San Ramon Services District, the cities of Liver-
more and Pleasanton, and the California Water 

Service Company (Livermore Division), believe 
that California’s water supply uncertainties are 
likely to last for many years. 

In its April 30, 2009 Drought Update Bul-
letin, DWR officials said that while statewide 
reservoir storage, precipitation, and water supply 
conditions improved during April,  “allocation 
estimates to state and federal water contractors 
are expected to be near record lows for 2009, and 
reliance on local groundwater has and will con-
tinue to be above average. Runoff for this water 
year is expected to be much lower than average 
for the third year in a row, and drought conditions 
remain serious across the state.” 

Sentinels of Freedom
Congressman Jerry McNerney introduced a 

resolution  honoring the Tri-Valley based Senti-
nels of Freedom program.  H.Res. 461 commends 
Sentinels of Freedom for their work providing 
scholarships to veterans severely injured in the 
line of duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001.  The pro-
gram helps these veterans enroll in school, find 
and maintain a job, and obtain housing. 

“I’m proud to honor Sentinels of Freedom,” 
said McNerney.  “This group deserves strong 
commendation and recognition for their hard 
work on behalf of the brave men and women who 
have sacrificed greatly for our nation.”

Robbery Suspects
Pleasanton police have arrested 19-year old 

Brihana Hanible and 21-year-old Terrell Reams 
on charges of residential burglary, possession 
of stolen property and possession of a handgun.

An officer patrolling the Muirwood neighbor-
hood saw what he viewed as  a suspicious vehicle 
driving in the area. When he stopped the car for 
a vehicle code violation, he found the occupants 
were on probation. The probation terms included 
a search clause. Officers then conducted a search 
of the car and the occupants. They found a rifle 
that had been taken in a residential burglary about 
an hour prior to the stop. In addition, they found a 
small caliber gun in the possession of Hanible.

While officers were detaining the car, a sec-
ond burglary was reported. The occupants were 
found to be in possession of the items stolen 
from the home. Both burglaries took place in 
Pleasanton.  

 

VALLEY ROUNDUP

by Ron McNicoll
The Department of Veterans 

Affairs has determined that a 
120-bed long-term care facility 
for veterans and an outpatient 
clinic will be located in San Joa-
quin County.

The site is scheduled to re-
place the current nursing home 
and outpatient clinic on the VA 
campus on Arroyo Road in south 
Livermore. That site won’t be 
closed until the facility is built 
in San Joaquin in 2015, said Rep. 
Jerry McNerney.

McNerney (D-Pleasanton) an-
nounced the decision last week. 
The VA chose San Joaquin over 
Stanislaus County. However, no 
specific site has been named yet 
in San Joaquin for the $253 mil-
lion facility.

The decision will result in 900 
new jobs, some in constructing 
the facility, and others in per-
manent staffing. Cities in San 
Joaquin are competing for the 
exact location. McNerney favors 
French Camp, because it already 
has a VA outpatient clinic that 
could be expanded. The site is 

VA Chooses San Joaquin for Nursing Home, Clinic
near a county general hospital.

Supervisor Scott Haggerty 
has called for a new outpatient 
clinic in Alameda County, so 
that Valley veterans would have 
more convenient travel times and 
access public transit rather than 
having to go to San Joaquin for 
outpatient clinic services.

Josh Thurmond, policy ana-
lyst for Haggerty, said Tuesday 
that he sent an e-mail to the VA 
after hearing about the San Joa-
quin decision. He said that he was 
assured that the VA still intends 
to build an Alameda County 
outpatient facility.

VA spokesperson Kerri Chil-
dress confirmed to the Inde-
pendent that the governmental 
department "is still definitely 
building an outpatient clinic in 
Alameda County." She said that 
there will be an interim clinic in 
the Eastbay "this year. We should 
know the location in two or three 
weeks." 
McNERNEY WORKING TO 

KEEP LIVERMORE SITE
McNerney has been working 

to keep the Livermore campus 

open, although with a different 
use. He thinks that the site’s 
calm, scenic setting would be 
an ideal place for treatment of 
veterans who are suffering from 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD) and brain injuries, which 
have increased greatly during the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

McNerney told the Indepen-
dent on Monday that he wants 
to select the exact San Joaquin 
site first. Afterward, he will be 
able to devote time to deal with 
the future of the Livermore site. 
There is plenty of time, because 
the outpatient clinic and nursing 
home will be located in Liver-
more until 2015, when the switch 
to San Joaquin will occur.

McNerney has made some 
efforts this year to talk up Liver-
more site’s future. Eric Shinseki, 
President Obama’s appointee as 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
visited McNerney’s office early 
in the year.

“I told him that they are won-
derful facilities. Veterans would 
feel let down (if the facility were 
closed). He understood what I 
was saying. Once this issue on 

the nursing home location (is 
resolved), I will be working more 
aggressively (on the Livermore 
facility for PTSD veterans).”

McNerney brought Rep. Rob-
ert Filner, the chair of the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee, to 
the Livermore site earlier this 
year. Filner, a San Diego con-
gressman, talked to some of the 
veterans. Filner reportedly told 
McNerney he would work with 
him to keep it open.

GREATER VET POPULA-
TION IN SAN JOAQUIN
McNerney had advocated for 

keeping the nursing home and 
clinic in Livermore. However, 
when it clearly was not to be, he 
supported San Joaquin over Stan-
islaus County because it is more 
accessible to a greater population 
in the Central Valley.

The Livermore facility is in 
Rep. Ellen Tauscher’s district. 
However, McNerney is on the 
House Veterans Affairs Commit-
tee. Many of his constituents in 
Pleasanton, Dublin and other cit-
ies are served by the Livermore 

VA., so he has taken an active 
role in the issue.

The VA favored the San Joa-
quin site over rebuilding at Liver-
more, because a higher percent-
age of vets using Livermore are 

residents of the Central Valley. 
The population trend has been 
going there, largely because of 
more affordable housing com-
pared to the Valley or the remain-
der of Alameda County.

one before the council. "It's not 
like this is a 12 unit subdivision 
standing on its own. There are 
already 262 units on the site." 
Sullivan suggested there was 
room on the site for an additional 
three units.

Andy Byde of Braddock and 
Logan, the developers, said he 
felt that the affordable agreement 
was a pretty good one. "If we 
could find a place for three more 
units, we would be happy to be 
subject to the perpetuity terms 
of the inclusionary ordinance," 
said Byde.

Byde said current residents of 
the complex were surveyed prior 
to moving forward with plans 
to add units. The survey shows 
that 185  were in support, two 
opposed, and 58 didn't care.

 Hosterman said she wanted 
solar energy added. 

Byde said that given the fee 
structure in Pleasanton and the 
credit and financing markets, we 
can't go for financing. We would 
have to write all the checks.

Hosterman said that it is time 
for the city to get serious about 
solar. "I understand the bottom 
line. I can't let you go on this. It's 
too important."

Several speakers suggested 
that the developer use universal 
design principles, making the 
units accessible to all.

Byde said that is a good point. 
The ground floor units will be 
ADA compliant.

Sullivan said he wasn't op-
posed to using some of the city's 
in lieu housing funds to cre-
ate more affordability. "I don't 
think we have to settle what is 
presented to us. We need to tell 
developers what we want in order 
to meet the needs of the commu-
nity. I would like to know more 
about universal design and how 
it could be incorporated into this 
project."

Hosterman noted that this 
was the first project of its type to 
come to the council for approval. 
"It presents an opportunity to 
explore these other areas. You 
are our test case."

COUNCIL
(continued from page one)
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Barbecue Time At Hacienda 
The Hacienda Business Park will put on a unique 

neighborhood block party tomorrow.
 It's slated for 4 to 8 p.m. on the lawn at Shaklee, 4747 

Willow Road, and will feature a barbecue, live music, games 
and prizes. The Oakland A's pregame show will be broadcast 
from the party. "It will have a get to know your neighbor 
atmosphere," announces the business park.

 Tickets are $20, all proceeds going to Hacienda's Helping 
Hands campaign. Helping Hands was launched a year ago in 
partnership with the Tri-Valley Community Foundation.

The project signals the wish by the business park's tenants 
and employees to give back to the community. To date they've 
raised $75,000; they're shooting for $100,000.

 One doesn't normally look to business parks as places 
that foster a sense of community.

 Indeed, as far as it's known, no other business park in the 
nation is doing this kind of thing. Hacienda is setting a shining 
example. We hope the barbecue is a rousing success.

 

Randy Johnson Drops In 
Livermore High grad Randy Johnson is one of the greatest 

pitchers of all time. He's only two games from winning 300 
games in his spectacular career.

 Randy Johnson is now with the San Francisco Giants, 
not far from his old home town. One day at the end of April 
he dropped in on his alma mater. When superstars make this 
kind of visit, they usually just say a few hellos, sign a few 
autographs, and leave. Randy Johnson spent four hours  in 
Livermore. He talked to students, signed autographs, and 
attended the Livermore High baseball team's practice that 
afternoon. He showed that he's as classy a man as he is 
great as a pitcher.

 We wish him the best in his pursuit of number 300.
 

 Goats
 The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District has 

okayed spending $15,000 for goats.
 They'll be hired to "mow the grass" in the Arroyo 

Mocho and thus reduce a fire danger that otherwise would 
be dangerously high. 

The work begins in June.
 Goats -- who, by the way, are wonderfully smart and 

friendly creatures -- are known to be very thorough in carrying 
out their fire suppression duties.  We trust the $15,000 will 
be well worth it.

 
 
 
 

low, serving as a staff attorney for 
Attorney General Janet Reno. 

In response to the appoint-
ment last week, Moore said, "I'm 
honored that the board has con-
fidence in me to fill Dale Myers' 
term. I look forward to working 
with some board members for the 
first time, and some again. I look 
forward to working with staff, 
and thank them for their efforts 
previously." 

Directors also decided to refer 
to their finance committee a re-
quest by developers to postpone 
collection of water connection 
and storm-water drainage fees. 
Currently Zone 7 collects the 
fees at the time building permits 
are issued. Developers want 
them delayed until the time of 
occupancy. 

Jim Pollart, vice president of 
land acquisition and planning for 
O'Brien Homes, said that cities 
throughout the Bay Area have 
taken advantage of a state law 
that provides agencies the option 
of delaying fee collection. Liver-
more and Pleasanton are among 
the cities that have invoked the 
law, said Pollart. 

"Fee deferral would help 
us finance construction of our 
community (Arroyo Crossings) 
in Livermore. Zone 7 collects 
$25,000 per home, with $22,000 
of it in water connection fees, 
and $3000 in storm water fees," 
said Pollart. 

"Our lenders are trying to 
choke back funding," said Pol-
lart. Less money required up-
front would mean building more 
homes at one time. 

However, Zone 7 has to think 
about bankers, too, said John Yue, 
Zone 7 assistant general manager 
of administrative services. The 
staff recommended no deferral of 
fees, because it might endanger 
the $60 million line of credit that 
it has with Wells Fargo Bank. 

The line of credit works like a 
credit card. If and when Zone 7 
needs some money, it withdraws 
it, and pays it back with the 
finance charges on that amount. 
So far, it hasn't used it. The credit 
line was established to build 
major capital improvements in 
the relatively near future, such 
as the Altamont Water Treatment 
plant. 

When Zone 7 made the deal 
with Wells Fargo, the terms were 
very favorable to borrowers, said 
Yue. The lender might be looking 
for an excuse to change the pay-
back terms, although not with-
draw the line of credit itself. 

ZONE 7
(continued from page one)

"We don't want to provide 
them a reason for it to go away. 
At the end of the next fiscal year, 
we definitely will need to draw 
into the line of credit. So the fund 
is dear to us. We don't want it to 
go away," said Yue. 

Director John Greci said that 
Zone 7 "is in big, because you 
(the developers) build homes. 
When you do, you are finished. 
We are not. Tonight, I won't say 
'no' (to the request). The finance 
committee should look at it." 

Director Steve Kalthoff com-
mented that delaying the fees 
would amount to "our own pri-
vate stimulus package" for local 
development. 

Palmer and Moore pointed 
out that the issue should go to the 
finance committee for further ex-
ploration of the impact on Zone 
7. Palmer added that perhaps 
further study will show that the 
cities' deferral of fees might be 
enough to help developers. 

Cities have an interest in 
helping to stimulate building, 
because they collect property 
and sales taxes after homes and 
businesses are occupied. Zone 
7 collects no sales tax revenue. 
It collects property tax revenue 
as part of the financing of flood 
control operations. 

The flood control fund was 
drained of several million dol-
lars several years ago by the 
state in its ERAF funding. Zone 
7's response was to defer some 
maintenance on the arroyos. 

 
 

Alliance.  
Peter Galvin, conservation 

director at the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity, stated, “These 
historic conservation plans will 
result in permanent protection 
of more than 600 acres of en-
dangered species habitat and 
secure funding for reintroduc-
tion and enhancement of tule 
elk. This agreement is a good 
deal for wildlife and a boon for 
conservation and restoration 
projects in the area for the next 
half century.”

The Apperson Quarry (Sur-
face Mining Permit 17 or “SMP-
17”) is a hard-rock quarry ap-
proved by Alameda County in 
1984, with a footprint of ap-
proximately 116 acres, located 
within a 680-acre leasehold on 
a private ranch east of the Sunol 
Valley. 

QUARRY
(continued from page one)

The state Department of Edu-
cation has published the Aca-
demic Performance Index (API) 
2008 base year scores for all of 
the state's school districts. 

The 2008 base will be used 
as the baseline to measure the 
progress of the 2009 growth 
scores, which are expected to be 
published by the department on 
Aug. 31. 

Myla Grasso, public informa-
tion officer for the Pleasanton 
school district, said that the 
results expected in August will 
indicate the amount of growth ac-
complished in the current school 
year up until the time students 
took the tests earlier this spring. 

The growth results in August 
will be much more important 
because they mark how much 
progress a district has made in 
instruction during the academic 
year, said Grasso. Information 
then also enables districts to "drill 
down" to the individual student 
results to see how to improve 
instruction, she said. 

The 2008 base scores are 

API Scores Set Base for 2009 Growth 
based on tests taken in spring 
2008. However, they cannot be 
compared to the 2007 base scores 
as a measure of growth between 
those two tests, because the tests 
have been changed, said Grasso. 
The only significance of the 
scores released May 21 is their 
use as a base for the growth re-
sults that will be announced Aug. 
31, she said. 

The 2008 base scores show 
a numerical aggregate score for 
each district and each school in 
a district. The state expects all 
districts and schools to perform 
at 800 or better on the API test. If 
the numbers are lower, the state 
sets a growth target, which this 
year is a 5 point improvement 
over the base score. 

The baseline results also show 
statewide ranking among all dis-
tricts, based on deciles, which are 
units of 10 percent, ranked from 
the 10th decile at the top to the 
first decile at the bottom. 

Also shown is the similar 
schools' rank. The state com-
pares schools to those near them 
in regard to a statewide de-

mographic analysis, including 
ethnic make-up, income levels, 
and other factors. The state has 
not made information available 
yet about how the state analyzed 
and ranked these factors, said 
Grasso. 

PLEASANTON HAS 7 
SCHOOLS ABOVE 900 

In Pleasanton, the district as 
a whole turned in a base score of 
895, with no statewide or similar 
schools' rank listed. 

Seven elementary schools 
scored above 900. They were 
Donlon, Fairlands, Mohr, Hearst, 
Valley View, Vintage Hills and 
Walnut Grove. Alisal came in at 
893 and Lydiksen at 871. 

All elementary schools ex-
cept Lydiksen were in the top 
decile, the 10th. Lydiksen was 
in the ninth decile. Lydiksen 
scored in the bottom decile in 
similar schools ranking, despite 
its 871 API score. Other elemen-
tary schools were in the 4 to 9 
range. 

All three middle schools and 
both comprehensive high schools 

had scores of 900, and were in the 
top decile. All were at 7 or above 
in similar schools ranking. 

LIVERMORE HAS 8 
SCHOOLS OVER 800 

In Livermore, the district's 
overall score was 793. Eight 
elementary schools scored at 
800 or more. They were Al-
tamont Creek, Arroyo Seco, 
Emma Smith, Jackson Avenue, 
Joe Michell, Leo Croce, Rancho 
Las Positas and Sunset. Marylin 
Avenue scored 744, and Portola 
scored 710. 

East Avenue and Mendenhall 
middle schools scored over 800. 
Christensen was at 785 and Junc-
tion Avenue scored 744. Granada 
and Livermore high schools both 
scored over 700. 

SUNOL'S SCORE WAS 879 
Sunol Glen School scored 

879, and was ranked in the ninth 
decile statewide and sixth in 
similar schools ranking. 

Statistics for all schools may 
be viewed on the state depart-
ment of education's web page, 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ar/
index.asp. 

 

The Sunol Valley Quarry 
(“SMP-30”) is an existing gravel 
operation approved in the 1960s, 
on 325 acres of public land in 
the Sunol Valley, under lease 
from the San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission. It is south 
of I-680.

One of the major mitigation 
measures in the agreement is 
replacement of habitat loss at Ap-
person Ridge through purchase 
and/or permanent protection of 
similar habitats on private land, at 
a replacement ratio of 3 to 1, and 
with a minimum parcel or parcels 
consisting of 600 acres protected. 
The plan provides mitigation for 
any loss of breeding habitat for 
several focal species at a 4 to 1 
replacement ratio. Oliver de Silva 
will also initiate an incidental-
take permit process under the 
Endangered Species Act, using 
a federal Habitat Conservation 
Plan with the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.

The agreement contains a 
comprehensive tule elk mitiga-
tion and monitoring plan, includ-
ing $250,000 in initial funding 
and up to $250,000 annually 
when activity begins at Apperson 

Ridge, to enhance and protect elk 
habitat and establish a tule elk 
reserve in northern California.

Oliver de Silva will contrib-
ute several million dollars for 
fish passage projects to help re-
store steelhead trout to Alameda 
Creek, including funding fish 
ladders at the BART weir and 
inflatable rubber dams in the 
lower Alameda Creek flood-con-
trol channel, and a fish passage 
project at a PG&E gas pipeline 
crossing of Alameda Creek in the 
Sunol Valley. The company will 
also revegetate stream banks and 
restore more natural stream func-
tion to enhance habitat quality 
in the stream reaches adjacent to 
the Sunol Quarry, and contribute 
financial support for an SFPUC 
Sunol Valley Restoration Plan to 
stabilize and restore the entire 
Sunol Valley reach of Alameda 
Creek.

Oliver de Silva will also pro-
vide ongoing funding to the 
signatory conservation groups 
for efforts to protect wildlife 
and wild areas in the greater San 
Francisco Bay Area.

  

include Innovation – Pioneering 
a New Path Forward, moderated 
by Erik Stenehjem, Director, 
Industrial Partnership Office, 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory. It will feature Rob 
Lamkin of Cool Earth Solar; 
Christine Gulbranson represent-
ing the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) and American As-
sociation for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS); Gina Bonanno 
from the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, National 
Ignition Facility Program; and 
Bob Carling of Sandia National 
Laboratories – Open Campus 
project.

The Executive Director of the 
US Chamber of Commerce, Dick 
Castner, was eager to participate 
in planning and to speak at this 
exceptional event. “Thinking 
globally is the quickest and surest 
way out of our current economic 

problems. This event focuses on 
finding and taking advantage of 
opportunities,” said Castner.  

Liz Reilly, guest speaker 
and Associate Director of Trad-
eRoots, a US Chamber program 
focusing on education about the 
importance of international trade 
added, “With 96 percent of the 
world’s customers living outside 
of our borders, it is critical for 
California to find these markets. 
The Tri-Valley business com-
munity has the entrepreneurs, 
innovation, and global spirit to 
remain competitive and continue 
to grow. This program provides 
many of the resources and tools 
available to help companies do 
just that.”

Castner will moderate Im-
migration and Workforce Chal-
lenges, featuring Dr. DeRionne 
Pollard, President, Las Positas 
College; Angelo Amador, Di-

rector Immigration Policy, US 
Chamber of Commerce; Bruce 
Kern, East Bay Economic De-
velopment Alliance; and Donna 
Nelson, Vice President and Chief 
of Staff, Topcon Positioning 
Systems.

The panel Faces of Trade and 
Innovation – Opportunities Cre-
ated will be moderated by Liz 
Reilly and includes Janet Lock-
hart, former Mayor, Dublin; John 
Dulchinos, CEO, Adept Technol-
ogy; Cindy Ma, US Department 
of Commerce Export Assistance 
Center. Other invited guests in-
clude David Chen, Chair, Oregon 
Innovation Council; Deborah 
Wince Smith, President, Council 
on Competitiveness, Washington 
D.C.;  and Henry Chesbrough,  
author of “Open Innovation: The 
New Imperative for Creating and 
Profiting from Technology.”

Everyone interested in ex-

CONFERENCE
(continued from page one)

Some 124 of those positions 
can be brought back with voter 
approval of Measure G on June 
2. Measure G would bring the 
district more than $4 million an-
nually during its four-year life. 

The measure could be re-
newed, but only if the board 
again puts it before voters. Senior 
property owners can apply for 
an annual, renewable exemption 
from the tax. 

 BOARD MIGHT HAVE TO 
TAP 2010-11 BUDGET 

 The Legislature's apparent in-
ability to make an effective bud-
get, and the continuing decline in 
state revenue, has school trustees 
and administrators thinking that 
even a balanced budget in 2009-
10 might have to be sacrificed, in 
order to keep enough money in 
reserve for budgets beyond that 
fiscal year. 

Superintendent John Casey 
told The Independent, "The bot-

The failure of five State bud-
get-related ballot measures in 
Tuesday’s elections creates a 
devastating financial situation 
for local governments across the 
state, including Alameda County, 
which could lose up to $70 mil-
lion. The county will likely be 
forced to drastically reduce ser-
vices to children, the elderly, the 
poor and disabled.

The effects of looming State 

BUDGET
(continued from page one)

panding his or her business 
and succeeding in today’s new 
economy is welcome to attend. 
Space is limited for this excep-
tional event, and is expected to 
sell out. Registration is required 
in advance; the cost is $65 for 
Livermore Chamber members, 
$75 for non-members, and in-
cludes lunch. Call the Livermore 
Chamber of Commerce for more 
information and to reserve your 
spot – 925-447-1606, or log on 
to www.livermorechamber.org 
. Plan today for a successful 
tomorrow.

Presenting sponsor for the 
event is Sybase. Other sponsors 
include Sandia National Labora-
tories and Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. 

 

tom line is that we are scared 
to death. We're not comfortable 
with having a balanced budget 
in '09-10. We'll look at additional 
cuts, and hope Measure G passes. 
2010-11 is still a challenge for 
us." 

At the board meeting on May 
19, trustee Pat Kernan called on 
the staff to draw up two budgets, 
one for 2009-10, and another for 
the following year, to see whether 
there might have to be more cuts 
sooner, just to get through the 
second year. 

Kernan also encouraged his 
fellow trustees to maintain high 
standards. He said, "It's important 
for the five of us to remember 
what we are about. Some of the 
proposals coming from the gov-
ernor are to cut five days (from 
the school year), and to waive 
requirements for textbooks that 
kids need to achieve academic 
standards. We need to protect 

those things, regardless of the 
dollar impact." 

If the board decides to make 
more staff cuts, it's still possible. 
Although originally layoff no-
tices had to be received by teach-
ers on May 15, an administrative 
judge ruled in layoff hearings 
that the district could have until 
June 4 for notices. That will give 
trustees time to make a judge-
ment about them after the parcel 
tax election on June 2. 

Further, if the state has a bud-
get by Aug. 15, the district could 
extend layoff notices until that 
date, said Casey.  
COMMENTS ON MEASURE 

G STATEMENTS 
 Casey commented later con-

cerning a statement in a previous 
story about Measure G. Kathleen 
Reugsegger, an opponent of Mea-
sure G, had been quoted as saying 
that members on the district's 
budget advisory committee had 

not been given an opportunity 
to come up with new ideas, only 
setting priorities on the list that 
the administration asked for. 

Casey said that there was 
not that restriction on the com-
mittee. 

A caller to The Independent 
said that Reugsegger's character-
ization of budget talking points 
by trustee Valerie Arkin as being 
in correct. Arkin was quoted as 
having said the district would be 
able to save programs without a 
parcel tax. However, Reugsegger 
failed to say that saving programs 
would be tied to a $175 annual 
parcel tax. 

Arkin told The Independent 
that her idea would not have 
required a parcel tax in the first 
year. However, one would have 
needed it in subsequent years. 

 

 

cutbacks will come on top of 
measures Alameda County must 
enact by the end of June to close 
an already $178 million deficit 
for the 2009-10 fiscal year caused 
by declining local revenues and 
a massive surge in demands for 
service.  “We face an extremely 
difficult financial situation to 
begin with,’’ Alameda County 
Administrator Susan S. Mu-
ranishi said.  “Add to that the 
cuts proposed by the Governor, 

and you have nothing short of a 
disaster.’’

Alameda County is looking 
at a loss of about $40 million in 
property tax revenue, according 
to the governor’s latest budget 
plan. The funds are Alameda 
County’s portion of nearly $2 
billion in property taxes the state 
plans to borrow from local gov-
ernments to help plug its financial 
hole.  Muranishi said these funds 
are vital to keeping the public 
safe, providing care to the elderly 
and helping thousands of County 
residents who have nowhere else 
to turn for help.  

“This plan comes on top of the 
$3.7 billion that’s been diverted 
from Alameda County by the 
State over the past 15 years,’’ 
Muranishi said.  “It’s an addi-
tional grab of our tax dollars that 
will cripple local programs.’’

Alameda County is also look-
ing at an additional $20 million in 
costs to its program that provides 
care to homebound seniors and 
the disabled. That’s because the 
state plans to turn much of its 
financial obligations for In-Home 
Support Services (IHSS) pro-
grams to local governments.  

In a revised budget plan issued 
last week, Governor Schwar-
zenegger proposed a series of 
drastic budget cuts to deal with 
a $15 billion State deficit. Many 
of the cuts would adversely affect 
or shut down local programs that 
serve disadvantaged youth, and 
help seniors and the poor. The 
defeat of the five measures on 
Tuesday will cause the state’s 
budget shortfall to balloon to 
more than $21 billion.  

Among the cuts proposed by 
the Governor are:

• Elimination of the Cash As-
sistance Program for Immigrants 

(CAPI), which assists the elderly, 
blind or disabled immigrants.  
The plan will add to the caseload 
of Alameda County’s General 
Assistance Program and increase 
its cost to the County by an ad-
ditional $5 million, bringing the 
total cost increase to more than 
$22 million next year.

• Cuts to public health pro-
grams that would force Alameda 
County to make $2 million in 
reductions to emergency care, 
maternity services, and children’s 
dental care.

• Reductions in the Medi-Cal 
program, which provides medical 
care for the poor. The plan calls 
for saving $750 million statewide 
by forcing Alameda County and 
other local programs to restrict 
patient eligibility, and thus deny 
care and reduce services to more 
residents. The direct County cost 
will exceed $1.1 million.

• Elimination of substance 
abuse treatment and crime pre-
vention funding, which will cost 
Alameda County $5.4 million.

• A 10 percent reduction in 
child welfare services for group 
homes, foster care and other 
services, which would cost Al-
ameda County an additional $2 
million.

• A $1.5 million cut to HIV-
AIDs education and prevention 
services in Alameda County.

Schwarzenegger has also pro-
posed changing sentencing op-
tions in ways that would result in 
shifting thousands of felony and 
misdemeanor offenders from the 
State prison system to local jails.  
Alameda County’s jails currently 
are at full or near capacity.   

 

County Services Could Be Hit Hard
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published in Mailbox are those 
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publish letters without names. 
Frequent letter writers may have 
publication of their letters 

Music Programs
John Shirley
Livermore

Seven years ago, Michael 
Ferrruci started the Livermore 
Rotary Club’s Music Scholarship 
Fund. It is supported by concerts 
and donations. On May 13 the 
Rotary Club has the pleasure 
of presenting  $500 awards to 
Matthew Cable, Corrina Chang, 
Duncan Cluff, Ariadna Mi Dang, 
Teagan Fish, Mackinna Hart, 
Cassidy Herro, Meghan Horn-
backer, Natsuki Nishikawa, An-
drea Pickett, Danny Ramirez, 
Robert Shi, Valerie Sommer, 
Racahel Sowa, Alexandra Bodas, 
Bronwyn Hagerty, Laura Neusel, 
Elise Savoy, Laura Schildbach 
and Clifford Tam.  For the $1000 
scholarships to graduating se-
niors, the recipients are Cory 
Chang from Granada High and 
Alex Curtis from Livermore 
High.  All these students com-
peted for these scholarships and 
most will use the money for mu-
sic lessons or music camps. 

The club members were 
treated to a wonderful concert 
by  Alex Curtis, Oboe, Laura 
Schildbach, Violin, Clifford Tam, 
Clarinet, and Byonwyn Hagerty 
on Cello. These four  young 
musicians are truly outstanding. 
Livermore School District does 
an especially fine service to the 
students in the music programs. 
Unfortunately budget cuts will 
adversely affect the music pro-
gram. Our community can help 
save as much as possible with 
contributions to the  Livermore 
Valley Educational Foundation.. 
Those wanting to help in this time 
of need may go on line at LVEF.
org to learn more  how they can 
made a donation. I very much 
hope we can make a difference.

Reasons for 'No' on G
Kay Ayala
Pleasanton
Former City Council Member
School/City Liaison Member 
– 8 years

I voted No on Measure G for 
the following reasons: 

The school district just re-
ceived confirmation that an over 
$6M bail out from the federal 
government is confirmed.  More 
is to follow.  This covers the 
deficit if no raises (including step 
and column raises) are given. The 
parcel tax will cost taxpayers 
$18M over four years.  $15M of 
that will go to salary increases 
(step and column raises).  

The school district misman-
aged facility funds. They have 
borrowed over $145M and just 
recently went to the city for a 
loan to help pay interest due.

The school district is using 
scare tactics threatening loss of 
class size reduction if you don’t 
add this additional parcel tax.  
Don’t fall for it!  Look at your 
last property tax bill and you 
will find the average homeowner 
pays $833 to the school district 
already.  Enough is enough!

A special election on June 
2 is costing the school district 
$300,000.   Money wasted again!  
This election should have been 
combined with the May 19 state 
election.

We cannot continue this life-
style of spending, taxing and bor-
rowing.  Measure G is the wrong 
tax at the wrong time.

Local Strawberries
Pat Hoenig
Livermore

The strawberries grown lo-
cally by the John Lee family 
are absolutely superb. They are 
different than most other straw-
berries I have seen grown in 
California.

The difference is that the 
product is red all the way through 
the fruit and it is naturally me-
dium sweet. I have asked recently 
and they told me that the species 
of their berries is Chandler. We 
love to imbibe when they are in 
season, but I do process them 
for freezing. They are great on 
cereal, puddings, etc. in the win-
ter months. Use barely thawed at 
room temperature.

No on Measure G
Patrick Carroll
Pleasanton

The parcel tax proposed 
through Measure G is the wrong 
tax at the wrong time.

A recent letter noted that 
those over 65 could apply for an 
exemption from the tax. What the 
letter did not say is that the ex-
emption must be re - applied for 
every year. Proponents of Mea-
sure G are assuming that many 
senior citizens will not know this, 
or will simply forget to apply for 
the exemption annually.

California residents are being 
bombarded with new taxes, on 
the federal and state level. The re-
cent election showed clearly that 
our citizens are saying enough 
is enough. The message to the 

state is cut spending, live within 
your means, and no more tax 
increases.

Passing Measure G will not 
significantly improve the School 
District’s ability to provide a 
good education for our children. 
Better budget management and 
wiser decision making will do 
that. The proposed parcel tax 
revenue will simply disappear 
into the wasteland of the bu-
reaucracy.

Money from Schools
Michelle Flanagin
Pleasanton

The state government is tak-
ing 9.7 million dollars out of our 
Pleasanton education budget 
from this and next year and took 
about 2 million at the beginning 
of this year. Now that Proposi-
tions 1A-1E have failed, they will 
take millions more.  That is what 
is happening to our hard earned 
taxes… to balance their broken 
ways.  Who knows if they will 
ever fix it?

The state government is not 
going to take care of us, only 
we can take care of us.  It starts 
at home in our community. We 
need the stable source of revenue 
to keep our schools ranked high 
and our home values up.  Look 
around us. Our housing prices are 
higher than any city around us... 
Why... because of our outstand-
ing schools.  You must know that 
it is linked together. If you want 
to see it plummet… don’t keep 
your schools ranked high.

A realtor who works in Fre-
mont said that there was a school 
boundary line that moved and a 
number of houses that were in the 
better ranked school were mov-
ing to the lower ranked school 
and their home prices went down 
80,000 to 100,000 dollars in a 
matter of days.  I say keeping our 
home prices high for 233 dollars 
a year is worth it. 

By the way Pleasanton School 
District is nationally known for 
the high rated schools and year 
after year receives award after 
award the best managed district.  
Take a look on the district web 
site before you think our district 
is broken.

Every  school in California is 
losing millions of dollars.  We 
need to stand up and fight for 
our schools, our home values, 
our children who will be paying 
our Medicare and social security 
in the near future.  What comes 
around goes around.

Stimulus Money
Trevor Knaggs,
President,
Association of Pleasanton Teach-
ers

I feel compelled to write to 
you to dispel some misconcep-
tions regarding the federal stimu-
lus money that Pleasanton Uni-
fied School District is expected 
to receive shortly and its impact 
on the Measure 'G' campaign. I 
was present at the PUSD School 
Board meeting on May 12th 
when opponents of Measure 'G' 
made the case that the imminent 
arrival of the federal funds makes 
the parcel tax unnecessary. The 
logic behind this assertion is 
clearly flawed.

Everyone who has been fol-
lowing this saga knows that 
PUSD approved reductions of 
$9.7 million to address the origi-
nal $3.6 billion state issue. Pleas-
anton is projected to receive two 
types of one-time federal dollars 
as a result of the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act. 
Firstly it will receive $2.5 mil-
lion in Special Education fund-
ing, half of which can be used 
to offset what we already spend 
on Special education and half 

of which must be spent on new 
student program costs. Secondly, 
it will receive $4.2 million in 
State Fiscal Stabilization Fund-
ing, which is intended to back-fill 
cuts made by the state in March. 
While very welcome, these funds 
are one-time monies which do 
nothing to address the on-going 
reduced level of funding to our 
school district from the state.

Furthermore, the budget that 
we are basing our $9.7 mil-
lion deficit on, assumes that all 
the state-wide propositions on 
the May 19th ballot actually 
pass. A quick glance at today's 
newspaper will confirm that this 
is looking less and less likely, 
which means that we will be 
facing a further budget shortfall 
of $6 billion. To make matters 
even worse, revenue from prop-
erty tax and sales tax revenue is 
proving to be considerably less 
than expected and as a result the 
budget deficit has grown to $15.4 
billion since February. Accord-
ing to figures released last week 
in the governor's May budget 
revision, Education will face an 
additional $5.4 billion shortfall 
since propositions 1A-1E failed 
on May 19th. The proposal to 
shorten the school year by 5-7.5 
days has also resurfaced in the 
governor's budget fact-sheet.

As President of the Asso-
ciation of Pleasanton Teachers, 
I have recently experienced first 
hand the painful process of a 
reduction in force brought on 
by budget cuts. It has been a 
heartbreaking and demoralizing 
situation for all concerned. It 
is inconceivable to me that this 
district could absorb the further 
$11.5 million cut in its budget, 
which has been projected, and 
still provide more than a pre-
tense of an educational program. 
Measure 'G' will provide $4.58 
million annually for the next four 
years. This is a local, reliable 
source of revenue which will 
save seven critical programs for 
our children’s' education here in 
Pleasanton.

PUSD Management, APT 
and CSEA have all recognized 
the unique nature of this eco-
nomic situation and the impor-
tance of providing stable local 
control of the education of our 
community's children. All three 
labor organizations have agreed 
to concessions in return for the 
backing of the community in the 
form of the $233.00 parcel tax. 
I urge you to do what so many 
other local communities have 
done and take matters into your 
own hands. Save our essential 
programs by passing measure 
'G' on June 2nd. Despite what 
the opposition would have you 
believe, the exemplary public 
schools in Pleasanton do contrib-
ute to our high and stable prop-
erty values. The federal stimulus 
money which is on its way to us 
is merely a stop-gap measure, 
a welcome addition, but not a 
long-term solution. The $4.58 
million that Measure 'G' provides 
annually does not represent a 
complete solution either, but I 
dread to think what will become 
of our schools if Measure 'G' is 
rejected by the voters.

Sweat Equity
Walt Bolling
Pleasanton

Forty years ago we enrolled 
our three children in Lydiksen 
school, then a relatively new 
School.  Now we have two 
granddaughters at Lydiksen and 
we remain enthralled with the 
school and the District - enjoying 
volunteering and field trip driv-
ing; then and now. 

Forty years ago Lydiksen 

had an open field which was the 
original “Briar Patch."  Donlon 
was in the same situation.  The 
District owned the field, with 
a budget for irrigation etc, but 
without funds for installation and 
labor.  A group of young parents 
volunteered services, a.k.a.: 
“Sweat Equity” and today both 
schools have beautiful fields for 
school and after school sports 
activities

As our children entered Mid-
dle School we continued our 
involvement particularly with 
Jerry Lapinski and the music 
department.  Helping to teach 
straight lines, rows, and march-
ing in-step while making music.  
Our old yellow Van was pressed 
into service hauling both students 
and instruments on weekends to 
various festivals to learn the joys, 
rigors, and discipline of a march-
ing band.  One small but memo-
rable aspect of this period is that 
the children had to learn to polish 
and shine shoes for inspection; 
having worn sneakers forever - it 
was not a favorite chore.

As our children entered Foot-
hill HS they continued in the 
Marching Band under the vigi-
lant tutelage of “Moorf”.  From 
the Portland Rose Parade to the 
Pasadena Rose Parade and our 
own Foothill Band Review / 
Field Show we participated as 
Band Boosters.  As a parking 
lot grunt to Booster president 
we participated by raising funds 
through selling fresh oranges to 
frozen fish.  Oh yes, the old yel-
low van still ferried Tubas, Bass 
drums, and Xylophones.

While I write this in the first 
person, it has to be stated that this 
is what the citizens of the City of 
Pleasanton have done willingly 
and consistently over our forty-
year tenure.  Whether Band or 
Athletic Boosters, Drama, Soc-
cer, Baseball, Scouts, Church, 
or Service organization.  Collec-
tively our citizens put in ‘sweat 
equity’ to support our schools 
who in turn use their skills and 
sweat equity to make us proud 
of Pleasanton’s children.

I urge you tp volunteer in your 
schools: you will have rewards 
beyond description. Vote yes 
on Measure G: K-3 desperately 
needs minimal class size as well 
as retention of outstanding staff 
throughout our system. 

Yes on Measure G
Sandy Piderit
Pleasanton

Recently released API scores 
show that Pleasanton has out-
standing schools! Their strengths 
are at risk because of the state 
deficit. The newest estimate is 
$16.5 million in cuts to PUSD’s 
budget.

The trustees have taken steps 
to balance the school budget. 
They include both belt-tightening 
and direct cuts in the classroom. 
Almost 1 in 3 management 
positions have been eliminated. 
Those who will remain have 
contributed $250,000 in savings. 
Teachers have agreed to decrease 
their work year, saving $750,000 
to support their students. More 
than 150 teachers face layoffs at 
the end of June.  Many classified 
staff will also lose their jobs.

The direct cuts to the class-
rooms already proposed include 
music and technology education 
and small Math and English 
classes for ninth graders. Read-
ing intervention programs will be 
dramatically scaled back. Class 
sizes for K-3 could increase from 
20 to 32 students.  There will be 
fewer counselors in the middle 
and high schools. Library hours 
will be halved.

Many other programs may 
need to be cut back or eliminated. 
Last week a new wave of state 
education cuts was announced. 
Another $6.8 million will be 
removed from PUSD’s bud-
get.  The governor has proposed 
shortening the school year by 
5-7 days.

Measure G is designed to re-
verse some of the cuts that will 
affect students most directly. It 
will help preserve our schools’ 
key strengths over the next 4 
years.

Vote  "yes" on measure G. 
Over 3000 residents have en-
dorsed it. Vote on June 2!

Support Schools
Cathy Ritter
Pleasanton

Dear Pleasanton Commu-
nity,

I am proud to say that I have 
lived in the wonderful commu-
nity of Pleasanton for 30 years 
– I went to elementary, middle 
and high school here, and am 
now lucky enough to be raising 
my children here in this fabulous 
city.  The members of this com-
munity have always strived to 
live by the six character traits that 
were formalized by our school 
district in 2005.  I am asking 
you, the residents of Pleasanton, 
to embrace these character traits 
– especially now, when the State 
of California is wreaking havoc 
with the future of our children’s 
education.  I ask you to:

• Take RESPONSIBILITY 
by securing funds that will be 
used right here in the Pleasanton 
Unified School District to help 
save critical programs for our 
students.

• Be COMPASSIONATE – I 
realize that times are tough for 
everyone during these economic 

times.  However, by contribut-
ing a small amount each year, 
you will be helping to secure an 
excellent educational experience 
for our children.

• We will continue to need 
SELF-DISCIPLINE and HON-
ESTY in managing the dwindling 
funds from the State , but we can 
help soften the blow of the state 
cuts by securing a steady stream 
of income that will be overseen 
by a committee of Pleasanton 
residents who are not employees 
of the school district.

• By voting YES on Measure 
G, the members of the Pleasanton 
community will be showing their 
RESPECT for not only the cur-
rent and future students here in 
Pleasanton, but also their respect 
for the critical programs that are 
in jeopardy such as small class 
sizes, reading and math inter-
vention programs, counselors, 
libraries, music, technology and 
safe, clean schools.

• The Pleasanton Unified 
School District did not create 
this budget mess – the legislators 
managing the budget for the State 
of California are to blame.   Let us 
have the courage and INTEGRI-
TY to take matters into our own 
hands to secure a stable source 
of income for our students here 
in Pleasanton.  Let’s show the 
young people in this community 
that we support them and we will 
do whatever we can to protect the 
quality of their education.

I am asking that you show 
your support for our students 
– just as so many other communi-
ties around us have done for the 
students in their communities 
– and vote YES on Measure G 
on June 2nd.

 Thank you – and please re-
member to vote on June 2nd!!

No on Measure G
Terri Carl 
Pleasanton

I support public education and 
for that very reason, I believe 
parcel taxes should not be used 
as a source of funding for public 
schools. 

 According to the California 
Supreme Court, public education 
should be equitable for all stu-
dents, regardless of the wealth of 
the district in which they live. 

Parcel taxes are usually suc-
cessful only in wealthy districts, 
where they appeal to voters who 
have the most to spend on their 
children. This creates a semi-pri-
vate system of education where 
the “haves” (in districts with 
many high-income families) may 
live only a few miles from the 
“have-nots.” 

Pleasanton schools are already 
(continued on page 6)
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rich; they receive a much larger 
share of our property taxes than 
most. Taxpayers may donate 
more, IF THEY CHOOSE. Mea-
sure G takes away that choice. 

Please vote "no"  on Measure 
G – June 2 Special Tax Elec-
tion. 

Support Measure G
Brad Hirst
Pleasanton

Please join me in voting YES 
on Measure G on June 2nd in 
Pleasanton.  Please VOTE.

1.  Our students/children have 
made remarkable progress in the 
classroom for the past 20 years.  
Our school district is one of the 
very highest rated in California 
and the Nation.  Every student, 
parent, teacher, administrator and 
resident should be very proud of 
the student’s accomplishments.

2. Our students are being 
prepared for world class competi-
tion including the USA, Europe, 
China, Japan, Korea and India.  
All of today’s students need to 
be capable of being the most 
productive citizens possible.

3. The State of California has 
proven itself incompetent and 
completely unable to provide full 
funding of local education.  If we 
want world class education, we 
must step up and pay for it. 

4. Everyone knows that a 
strong educational program IM-
PROVES property values.  $233 
per year for 4 years is miniscule 
for our property value protec-
tion.

In my opinion, there are many 
valid reasons to be critical of 
the business and real estate 
practices of our school board/s 
for the past 15 years.  None of 
those criticisms however pertain 
to class room accomplishments 
and there are many outstanding 
achievements.

This election and the sur-
rounding issues provide us, 
Pleasanton residents, at least two 
(2) golden opportunities:

1. The school board/adminis-
tration should revive the Budget 
Oversight Committee.  Stock it 
with capable citizens and meet 
publicly on a quarterly basis and 
provide quarterly budget recom-
mendations to the Board;

2. Concerned positive minded 
residents should speak out, stand 
up and become candidates to 
serve on the School Board.

New Power Lines 
Judy Symcox
Pleasanton

It is amazing how the unin-
formed and gullible have been 
eagerly, but blindly jumping 
aboard to join the jack-booted 
green gestapo. Now, as reality 
unfolds, resistance sets in with 
'"I didn't mean in my backyard." 
Well, California's infamous Air 
Resources Board (CARB) took 
care of that last year. A massive 
new network of transmission 
lines is needed for solar. The 
100,000 sunny acres required 
for fields of ugly panels as far 
as the eye can see, is found in 
large deserts.The power is then 
transmitted great distances to 
metropolitan areas and to remote, 
rural areas. Surely you remember 
last year CARB told us how our 
rates will multiply many times 
over to fund this new network.

Our Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant, tucked by a cliff 
near the seashore, has been pro-
viding Northern Ca with 25% of 
our power, carbon-free, cheap 
and dependable rain or shine, 

for 30 years...with just 2 of its 
4 reactors. We could use those 
other two and provide 50% of 
our power, quickly, carbon-free 
and with our current power 
lines. That would be too logical. 
California's green gestapo won't 
allow that. Instead they are lead-
ing all the willing lemmings over 
a cliff.

Interesting, the 960 page bill 
that includes transmission lines, 
just got out of the US House 
committee today. But Califor-
nia power police have already 
spelled out our CA dictates. If 
only people paid attention and 
understood what goes on around 
them.....'cause you ain't seen 
nothin' yet.

Listen to the archives of phys-
icist Dr. Bill Wattenburg on KGO 
radio 810 if you want to under-
stand real science.

Support Measure G
Kimberly West
Pleasanton 

My child attends Donlon El-
ementary and I have to say that I 
am in complete support of Mea-
sure G.  Our terrific schools help 
make this community what it is, 
and I don’t want the budget crisis 
in Sacramento to ruin what we 
here in Pleasanton have worked 
so hard to achieve.  

Our schools are well-run and 
our children have opportunities 
that other communities around 
California can only dream of.  
Pleasanton has a chance to protect 
our quality education system by 
voting YES on Measure G – let’s 
not let this chance slip by! 

No on Measure G
Marty Lamonica
Pleasanton

We are in a recession and we 
have yet to hit bottom. People 
continue to lose their jobs, their 
homes, their communities. Yet, 
PUSD is asking for a handout. 
Food prices are escalating and 
gas prices are climbing. Yet, 
PUSD is expecting a bailout. 
DMV rates are up and our local 
sales tax is up. Yet, PUSD doesn't 
conduct its business as though it 
was a business. PUSD doesn't 

need or deserve a bailout. No 
more taxes. No more bailouts. 
Vote "no" on Measure G.

Keep Schools Great
Bob and Gale Naylor
Pleasanton

It’s no secret why we voted 
Yes on Measure G. When our 
family moved back to California 
from Oregon, we only looked 
at communities with excellent 
schools. We knew we were home 
when we found Pleasanton and 
especially the Foothill March-
ing Band. After nine years, we 
have nothing but praise for the 
excellent teachers, programs 
and facilities in this district and 
the role they played in preparing 
our son for his next challenge: 
UCLA. 

Will our daughter receive the 
same outstanding opportunities? 
The disastrous state budget is 
putting the quality of our schools 
at risk. Measure G is a way for 
Pleasanton to take back some 
control and fund critical pro-
grams. Great Community + Great 
Schools = Pleasanton!  Let’s keep 
it that way!  Join us in voting Yes 
on Measure G!

Keep Schools Great
Jan Kuchinsky
Pleasanton

My children are long past the 
age to be affected by the cuts to 
class size reduction in elementary 
school, but I am supporting Mea-
sure G because I believe that the 
benefits of small class sizes really 
affect the quality of education 
that our students receive.  

Pleasanton has been able to 
keep class size reduction longer 
than many other communities 
and our students have been able 
to benefit from early intervention 
programs to help them achieve.  
Vote Yes on Measure G to keep 
our schools great!

Save Programs
Tanya Ludden
Pleasanton

Why are our Pleasanton 
school facilities so fantastic?  
The existing school district tax 
on your property statement is for 

Measure B, a general obligation 
bond passed overwhelmingly by 
Pleasanton voters in 1997, which 
since it is based upon a percent-
age of assessed value, varies 
from homeowner to homeowner.  
Monies from general obligation 
bonds are used for capital im-
provements (bricks and mortar), 
not for operations, and the school 
district is obligated to repay the 
value of the bond plus interest.  

Measure B funds cannot legal-
ly be used to fund the programs 
that have been cut due to the cur-
rent state budget deficit. Funds 
from Measure B have been used 
to pay for Pleasanton's outstand-
ing school facility improvements.  
In addition, the school district 
has been fiscally responsible 
and taken advantage of reduced 
interest rates by reissuing the 
bonds, saving taxpayers $9 mil-
lion dollars!

Measure G will save critical 
educational programs for our 
Pleasanton students that are 
jeopardized by the state’s budget 
crisis.  Just like the community 
did back in 1997, Pleasanton 
can put its belief in the value of 
education into action by voting 
YES on Measure G!

No on Measure G
Diana Johns
Pleasanton

Measure G is not for our 

kids.
Pleasanton’s Measure G is ex-

pected to generate 18 million tax 
dollars during its four-year term. 
In that same four-year period 
more than 15 million dollars of 
raises will be given to PUSD dis-
trict employees. This is nothing 
more than money shuffling.

Many of us have suffered 
income losses or reductions. It 
is not reasonable to ask us to 
support a tax to give pay raises 
in this economy.

Without specific ballot lan-
guage that would absolutely 
prohibit raises during the term of 
the tax student programs will be 
sacrificed to pay raises.

The $8.1 million in federal 
stimulus money, that the Pleas-
anton school district will receive, 
covers the state cuts allowing the 
district time to get their spending 
in order without losing programs 
or jobs.

Vote Yes on G
Emmie Stenstedt
Pleasanton

We have a fantastic school 
district.  It has been built by 
caring and gifted teachers, staff, 
parent volunteers and community 
supporters.  Crafted over years!  
This community has a long his-
tory of supporting the schools 
and it is my hope that we will 
pass measure G to hold onto the 

excellence that our community 
has built.

Our oldest daughter com-
ments that thanks to the PUSD, 
she was comfortable both with 
the workload and the work level 
in college.  The breadth and 
depth of opportunities offered 
her by PUSD clearly helped her 
get into Stanford.  When she 
arrived, she found that she was 
better prepared than most of the 
other students around her.  Allie 
Dunworth is graduating Phi Beta 
Kappa next month.

Our second daughter wanted 
to do an unusual combination of 
things which our school system 
allowed her to do.  Sophia also 
found herself better prepared 
for college than most her peers.  
Sophia has just finished her first 
year at Duke on a full volleyball 
scholarship. 

A strong public education sys-
tem is something we should all be 
proud of, feel a part of, and vote 
to maintain.  Join me in voting 
YES on Measure G! 

Support Measure G
Janine Mattison
Pleasanton
Property Owner, Parent Volun-
teer, Concerned Citizen

What if Measure G doesn’t 
pass?  This is what it will look 
like.  Your child’s school sure 
has changed since last June.  
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Each K-3 class has 30 students, 
as does 9th grade Math and Eng-
lish.   Reading specialist hours 
have been cut; so how much 
does tutoring cost?  The school 
counselor has been cut along 
with the Vice Principal; how is 
the Principal going to handle all 
those issues?  High Schoolers 
are struggling to plan for college 
with less counseling.  Library 
hours have been cut too; bummer, 
the kids so enjoyed checking out 
books.  Yikes, the classroom is 
starting to look dirty; oh yeah, 
they cut back on custodians.  
Where have the 4th and 5th grade 
music programs gone?

Is this the picture of a top ten 
ranked school District?  Is it go-
ing to take the shock of seeing all 
this for us to do the right thing?  
I moved here for the schools!  I 
paid taxes and supported all the 
kids in our community before 
I had any and will even after 
my children graduate from high 
school.  It is the right time to 
support Pleasanton students!  
Please vote YES on Measure G, 
June 2nd.

Keep Pleasanton Great
Sally Dickinson
Pleasanton

As I look around at the com-
munity, I see many people all 
working to make Pleasanton a 
better place to live and work.  I 
know there are some of us who 
have lost jobs in this economic 
meltdown, but it seems that the 
worst of the crisis, whether it be 
job losses or property devalu-
ations, has passed over Pleas-
anton.  I attribute this to our 
excellent school system and the 
kind of families that great schools 
attract - families who care about 
education and who support our 
community.  

I look at everyone who has 
endorsed Measure G, including 
the Chamber of Commerce, all 
the city council members, the 
League of Women Voters, the 
Bay East Association of Realtors, 
the American Association of Uni-
versity Women, and the many, 
many residents who understand 
that we need to take action in the 
face of the state’s budget cuts to 
education.  

I urge you to join us and Vote 
YES on Measure G to keep Pleas-
anton the great place it is!

No Brainer
Darrel Laursen
Pleasanton

I am voting yes on Measure 
G, even though I normally vote 
“no” on taxes.  Measure G is a 

“no-brainer” for me.  This parcel 
tax will allow Pleasanton to pro-
tect its quality schools and that 
protects my property values.  The 
money stays local and doesn’t 
disappear up in Sacramento!  

Until the legislators can get 
their act together and reform the 
budget situation, Measure G is a 
way to take care of our own here 
in Pleasanton.  Join me in voting 
Yes on Measure G!

Reasons to Vote Yes
Tony Ellis
Pleasanton

 I am voting yes on Measure 
G to prevent:

June school board meetings 
to proceed with $8.4 million in 
required cuts even after factoring 
in federal stimulus money. Hun-
dred of teachers, administrators 
and staff will receive final notices 
of layoff.

August 25 finds K-3 class 
sizes much more crowded. Music 
classes don't exist. P.E. classes are 
doubled in size. Familiar teachers' 
faces are gone. Vice-principals 
are gone. Counselors are gone. 
Librarians are gone. Technol-
ogy instructors are gone. Many 
custodians are gone. Schools are 
dirtier. Specialized programs are 
gone. Kids who once received 
support for areas of academic 
and emotional challenge will be 
fighting to get help.

Realtors will have to disclose 
there aren’t any more exemplary 
school programs to potential 
home buyers. Surrounding cities 
will be able to claim superior 
support of their schools as proven 
by their existing parcel taxes and 
less severe school budget deficits. 
This new playing field will see 
Pleasanton at a disadvantage. Our 
prized test scores will slip.

Then the crusher: What 
school(s) do we need to close?

Please vote Yes on Measure 
G, June 2.

Support Measure G
Jeff Bowser, Parent, Pleasan-
ton Businessman and Former 
County Education
Administrator

In my 37 years in Pleasanton 
I have seen Prop 13 and numer-
ous State boom and bust cycles 
impact our schools. While Pleas-
anton has survived, the devastat-
ing cuts facing our schools will 
radically affect our community. 
With the additional $6M in cuts 
announced by the Governor the 
district will have no choice but to 
close 1 or 2 schools. Think about 
it: larger class sizes means empty 
classroom. Empty classroom 

mean inefficient schools. With 
the budget cut to the bone the 
only other viable option is to con-
solidate the schools and change 
the boundaries. The opposition to 
Measure G talks about the wrong 
tax at the wrong time. If not now 
then when? When children don't 
get attend their neighborhood 
school? When neighborhoods 
are disrupted with boundary 
changes? When our schools are 
falling apart? How bad does it 
have to get? 

The school board has asked 
the community to support our 
schools for the next four years to 
protect our one of the pillars of 
our community. Ask yourself the 
question: Why did I move here? 
Why did I stay?

Support your community, sup-
port our next generation of lead-
ers,  and YES on Measure G. 

Yes on G
Joan Laursen
Pleasanton

There has been a lot of talk 
about the differences between 
San Ramon and Pleasanton 
school districts.  Pleasanton does 
receive approximately $182 more 
per student than San Ramon (not 
the inflated numbers some have 
suggested; Pleasanton is the lead 
agency for several programs and 
must pass on dollars received to 
other school districts within the 
groups).  

San Ramon has had a parcel 
tax for years and just recently 
passed a seven year parcel tax 
that will raise $6.7 million per 
year.  In addition, San Ramon 
also receives approximately 
$12 million per year in private 
donations.  Yet our test scores 
are comparable.  In the face of 
the severe budget cuts from the 
state, Measure G is a way to help 
our district maintain our quality 
educational programs and help 
Pleasanton continue to be the 
choice for families who care 
about education.  

Join me in voting YES on 
Measure G!

Curbside Recycling
Michelle Seabrook
Pleasanton

April 7, 2009 Pleasanton City 
Council voted  to increase  gar-
bage rates and change recycling 
services by adding a 96 gallon 
cart  for recyclable materials.  
They also approved an additional 
rate increase for fall 2009 to 
cover the cost of this new service.  
The agenda  that night states 
“new programs have the potential 
of increasing the material diver-

sion rate by 15%-19%, which 
would bring the city’s diversion 
rate to 73%.” 

This diversion formula’s vari-
ables do not include a recycling 
cart.   The formula uses estimates 
based on population, employ-
ment, taxable sales and consumer 
price index, not actual recycled 
material subtracted from trash 
collected.  In addition, the goal 
of 75% diversion rate  by 2010 
is an Alameda County goal and 
the State of California has ap-
proved SB 1016, which uses a 
completely different formula 
that measures disposal not di-
version! 

On May 19, 2009, I asked  
Pleasanton City Council to re-
verse their April 7th approval 
of adding a recycling cart.   I 
asked them to continue with the 
current method,  but expand the 
existing Curbside Blue Bag Re-
cycling Program.  It needs to be  
promoted to all the new residents 
who call to ask about a separate 
cart and to those of us who live 
here without knowing about it.  It 
will also save millions of dollars,  
reduce the noise and emissions 
from 5 new garbage trucks, and 
not create parking problems that 

12‘ of curb space for 3 carts per 
house on garbage day will.  It 
may also make citizens more 
mindful of the waste they create.  
Responsibility isn’t promoted 
with a bigger cart to put your 
waste in!

With the facts and suggestions 
I presented I thought  at least my 
item would be discussed during, 
Matters Initiated by Council.  
Mostly because that is what I was 
told.  To my dismay they totally 

ignored my request.  The council 
didn’t even respect a citizen of 
Pleasanton’s request to take an-
other look at this issue.  This is an 
issue that effects every household 
in Pleasanton.  Do they model 
respect,  integrity and character?  
No, so please take down the tacky 
banner across the beautiful Pleas-
anton sign on Main Street. 
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By Patricia Koning
Livermore High School’s 

(LHS) softball team continued 
its winning streak into the North 
Coast Section (NCS) Champion-
ships with a 10-0 blowout over 
Newark Memorial last Saturday. 
For the lady Cowboys, it’s been a 
dream season in which they went 
undefeated in league play. 

“We expect to play our game 
and go all the way,” says head 
varsity coach Bill Keller. “But we 
just take it one game at a time.”

The team is ranked second in 
the NCS Division I after Oakley’s 
Freedom High School, and could 
find themselves in the finals this 
weekend—if they got past Foot-
hill on Wednesday (the results of 
that game came after press time). 
The Cowboys have defeated 
Foothill three times this season, 
including a come-from-behind 
4-3 victory to clinch the East Bay 
Athletic League (EBAL) title. 

At this level, says Keller, 
the teams are all outstanding 
and wins often come down to 
mistakes. Softball is a highly 
defensive game, mostly due to 
the shorter distances between 
the bases (60 feet versus 90 feet 
in baseball) and between the 
pitcher and plate (40 feet versus 
60 feet). 

Livermore High School Softball 
Team Continues Its Winning Streak

LHS is now ranked seventh 
in the state of California and 
23rd in the nation, according to 
ESPN Rise (http://espn.go.com/
high-school-sports/rise/). Keller 
attributes the team’s strength 
to their depth, hard work, and 
great coaching staff. He says 
the team’s two pitchers, Sammy 
McConvey and Jessica Varady, 
are interchangeable—something 
most teams don’t have—and the 
defense is outstanding.

“It’s hard to point to one 
player and say she’s the key to 
our victories. The truth is, we 
couldn’t do this if we lost a single 
player on the roster,” he adds.

The statistics speak for them-
selves: last year, the team batted 
around .250 and this year that 
is up to .315. In the regular sea-
son, the Cowboys scored 123 
runs, giving up just 23. Those 
statistics continue to rise in the 
post-season. 

Keller, a former football play-
er who began coaching baseball 
when his son started little league, 
says he didn’t know what to think 
the first time he saw a softball 
game. “It’s more small ball. 
Steals or lead offs are very rare,” 
he explains. “But for me, softball 
is more exciting because of the 

speed of the game and the strat-
egy. It’s like a chess game.” 

Scores in softball are gener-
ally lower (the LHS game last 
Saturday is an exception) and 
runs are often generated through 
bunts, sacrifices, or Keller’s per-
sonal favorite, the squeeze play. 
This play works with a runner on 
third and only one or no outs. The 
batter must lay down a perfect 
bunt towards first base, giving the 
third base runner enough time to 
reach home. The trick is that the 
runner has to take off the instant 
the pitch is thrown, on faith that 
the batter can execute the bunt. 

“The first time I saw this, I 
thought the third base player 
had lost her mind because she 
was standing halfway between 
third and home plate,” says 
Keller. “But when it works, it is 
beautiful.”

The Cowboys will be a team 
to contend with next year too, 
as most of the roster should 
be returning for the 2010 sea-
son. The graduating seniors are 
Dani Schord, outfield; Megan 
Ramirez, right field; Jessica 
Varady, pitcher and outfield; and 
Sammy McConvey, pitcher and 
first base. 

Hopyard Golf Scramble
The Hopyard Golf Scramble will be 

held June 29 at the Castlewood Country 
Club Hill Course.

The shotgun start is at high noon. 
The fee is $150. Funds raised benefit the 

Ryan Comer Cancer Resource Center.
Lunch will be provided by McNamara's 

Steakhouse. Dinner will be served im-
mediately following play at the Hopyard 
Alehouse.

For tickets or information, call 373-
4567.

Pleasanton National LL
Pleasanton National Little League  

results:
T-Ball: Cardinals vs. Mets : The Mets 

played a strong game despite the heat.  We 
saw 3 big hits from Samantha Chilton, 2 outs 
at first from Austin Nicolas, and big hits plus 
super speedy running by our home run hitter 
Timothy Pak.   

Majors: Dodgers 3, Cubs 9: The first 
inning ended with the Cubs up 4-2 over the 
Dodgers.  Jeffrey Klei and Ryan Sweeney 
came home on a two run RBI by RJ Perkins.  
Connor Monson hit the ball for another two 
run RBI bringing Bryce Hahn and Perkins 
home.  A beautiful double play was executed 
by Bryce Hahn who snagged a hit, threw the 
ball to Perkins on second.  Perkins bulleted 
the ball to Klei on first for two outs.  Klei 

then caught a foul out at first base for the third 
out.  In the second inning the Cubs added 
two more runs on base hits by Sweeney, 
Hahn, and a passed ball while Perkins was 
at bat.  Joey Repac hit a double.  In the third 
inning with JP Johnson on base with a walk, 
Klei and Sweeney had base hits to bring JP 
home.  Mitchell Walsh had a great double 
in the fourth.  At the end of the fifth inning, 
the Cubs were up 9 to 3 with additional hits 
by Sweeney and Perkins.  Garrett Wrenn 
stepped up to the plate and hit a double to 
bring both of these players in.  

Diamondbacks 1, Giants 4: The Dia-
mondbacks faced the Giants for the second 
straight day and went home with a 4-1 victory 
on a hot Saturday afternoon at the Pleasanton 
Sports Park.  Bryan Bottero singled in the 
first inning and Zak Harrison followed with 
a double to put the Diamondbacks on the 
board early. Harrison also ripped a single in 
the second, and an RBI double in the third.
David Bartolomucci hit a clean RBI single 
in the first to bring home Will Richardson. 
Joe Danckert had had an RBI sacrifice in the 
first inning to bring home Bryan Bottero. 
Danckert also singled in the second.  David 
Bartolomucci ripped an RBI single in the first 
to bring home Will Richardson. Mitch Wilson 
executed a picture-perfect bunt to load the 
bases in the first.   Matthew Heath smacked 
a double in the fifth.  The Diamondbacks had 
eight hits, four runs, three RBI's and a stolen 
base.   On defense, the D-Backs only gave 

up one run. Bryan Bottero pitched strong 
for 5 2/3 innings with 6 strikeouts. Brandon 
Ruotolo came in the finish the game.  In the 
outfield, Eddy Lopez caught deep fly in left 
field in the second inning while Matthew 
Heath made a nice out in right field in the 
second. Austin Greth made a possible game-
saving catch in the fifth inning. Zak Harrison 
made a high jumping catch at short with 
two runners on base to end the game. The 
win gives the Diamondbacks 14-0 record 
for the season.     

Cardinals 5, Diamondbacks 13: The 
Diamondbacks beat the Cardinals 13-5 at 
the Pleasanton Sports Park Wednesday in a 
team effort.   For the first time this season, 
every member of the diamondbacks man-
aged to get on base.   When it was over, the 
D-Backs had knocked 11 hits and scored 
13 runs.   Diamondbacks pitchers Bryan 
Bottero, Will Richardson, Joe Danckert 
and Brandon Ruotolo had a combined 10 
strikouts. The win puts the Diamondbacks 
at 12-0 for the season.

Farm:  Mets vs. Padres : The Padres faced 
a very tough Mets team on Thursday.  Brent 
Friedman played solid defense, hit the ball 
hard every at bat, and showed his speed run-
ning the bases.  Logan Anderson and Aidan 
McCarthy powered the Mets offense while 
Jasen Soares led the defense.

AAA Division:   Dodgers 1, Cardinals 
14: The resurgent Cardinals completed a 
2-game sweep of the Dodgers on Tuesday 
night, knocking off the men in blue with a 

14-1 victory. The win pulled the Cards into a 
2nd-place tie with the Dodgers, as both teams 
now sport 9-5 records.   The Cardinals were 
clicking on all cylinders, pounding out 13 hits 
at the plate, pitching flawlessly, and playing 
tremendous defense. The offense was distrib-
uted throughout the lineup, with 2 hits each 
by Matthew Burns, Joey Cassetti, Clayton 
Sewall, and Miles Huntsman, with additional 
hits by Eli Klopatek, Ethan Boone, Quinn 
Brinnon, Alec Bevc, and Brandon Jordan.   
With ace starter Ethan Boone still feeling 
the effects of the flu bug, Joey Cassetti got 
the call as the starting pitcher, and was more 
than up to the task with 2 sparkling innings 
on the hill. He was followed by middle-man 
Clayton Sewall, who dispatched the Dodgers 
in the 3rd and 4th innings using just 14 total 
pitches, thanks to some great defense, as the 
Cardinals threw out 2 Dodger base runners 
trying for an extra base. Eli Klopatek then 
came in throwing smoke, notching 3 strike-
outs before bumping up against the pitch limit 
with 2 outs in the 6th. Andrew Duggan got 
the call to close out the game, which he did 
with just 2 pitches.

Cardinals 10, Giants 6: This was a great 
comeback win against a tough Giant's team. 
Down 3 players, the remaining 9 Cardinals 
players really had to step up to pull out a 
victory. The Giant's jumped out to a quick 
start against the Cardinals with 2 runs in the 
1st and 4 more in the next 3 innings to take a 
6-5 lead into the  5th inning. The Cardinals 
continued to battle and really turned on the 
jets scoring 5 runs in the 5th inning to take a 
10-6 lead going into the 6th and final inning. 
Solid pitching performances from Clayton 
Sewall and Quinn Brinnon kept the game 
close through 4 innings. Eli Klopatek came 
in for the close once again, pitching a score-
less 5th and 6th to shut down the game. The 
Cardinals had 16 hits overall including: Joey 
Cassetti (4 singles), Nick Mcguire (1 single), 
Matt Burns (3 doubles), Clayton Sewall (3 
singles, double), Quinn Brinnon (double), 
Miles Huntsman (2 singles) and Alec Bevc 
(1 single). Two game balls were handed out 
tonight, one to Matt Burns  for his 3 doubles, 
4 RBI's and great play behind the plate. The 
other game ball went to Brandon Jordan for 
a tremendous catch in right field to stop a 
Giant's rally. 

Livermore National LL
Livermore National Little League 

highlights:
T-Ball: A's vs Dodgers.  Both teams 

came ready to play on this warm Saturday 
afternoon.  All players had great hits, some 
off the tee and some off the coach pitches.  
A's were on top of their game making outs in 
every inning.  Top A players: Hayden Henry, 
Jimmy Theberge, Anthony Molleson, Jordan 
Borges, and Nathan Evans.

Padres vs. Cardinals:  Another outstand-
ing game for the Padres.  All the Padres came 
ready to play in the hot sun on Saturday 
agianst the Cardinals.  Everyone did a terrific 
job with coach pitch and demonstrated terrific 
fielding skills. Great game Padres! Outstand-
ing players:  Jonny Cariveau, Connor Day, 
Jason DeSantis and Alex Flegel

A Division: Rockies vs. Dodgers: Top 
players Dodgers: Luke Bella-Helmuth made 
great plays and Gabriel Emfinger had great 
hits. Top players Rockies: Ryland Myhre had 
a great game with big hits, fast base-running 
and amazing plays in the field. Joey Stangl 
had his best game making four outs and a 
big hit to the grass.

Cardinals vs Rockies: It was very hot out 
on that baseball diamond and all the players 
did their best to stay on top of the plays. Top 
players for the Rockies: two great hits out 
of the infield for David Woodbridge, great 
plays from Josh Freitas even as the tempa-
tures reached the high 80's, great catch from 
Brandon Sandoval playing catcher.

Orange Giants vs Black Giants: Players 
of the game are as follows: Orange Giants: 
Matthew Hartford, Caden Emry, Joshua 
White; Black Giants: Jacob Lord, Jacob 
Dennett, Drew Dillon

Rockies vs. Diamondbacks: Top players: 
Diamondbacks:  Matt Fiedor was a star for 
both fielding and hitting. Bobby Farner made 
great plays and big hits. Rockies:  TJ Tester-
man made great plays on the field and was 
a great base runner. Christian Griener gave 
100%.  He had great hits, fast base running 
and excellent effort fielding.

AAA Division:  Padres and As played a 
close game with some great ball playing.  It 
was a high scoring game with the Padres play-
ers Jacob Winslow, Joel Cook and Spencer 
Kramm having great hits with each having 
RBI's.  Padre's Addison Westbrook played 
tight defense as short stop.  Jacob Winslow 
pitched a great streak with several strike 
outs.  Larry Phillips hit a beautiful double.  
Tanner Gomes wrapped up the first ending 
scoring the 6th run of the ending.   Conner 
Burke made a great out at 1st base to start 
off a long 2nd ending.      

Padres and Cardinals had an exciting, 
close game with some serious plays that 
ended a game to remember. Tanner Gomes 
tied the game in the 3rd ending with a steal 
at home plate. The Cardinals then passed the 
Padres up with several runs and then in the 
6th ending, Jake Winslow scored tying the 
game again.  Addison Westbrook pitched an 
outstanding game with 2 strike outs in the 5th 
and 6th endings.  The hit of the night was a 
triple by Frank Gomez.  He was also noted 
for great fielding at 1st base. The Padres 

player Spencer Kramm hit a RBI to win the 
long, intense game.

The Padres played against the Giants in 
the heat of the day on Saturday.  This was the 
perfect pitching dual along with great hitting 
and great defense from both teams.  Frank 
Gomez with the Padres made a great hit bring-
ing in the Padres one and only winning run 
for the game.  Tight defense on both teams 
showed great ball playing.  Joel Cook of the 
Padres pitched a remarkable full 5 endings 
never showing signs of a hard battle.    He 
then gave the mound over to Jake Winslow 
who finished up the game with a real close 
and exciting win for the Padres

A's 9, Giants 6: Two excellent teams met   
to do battle once again.  The season series 
was tied at 1 game a piece coming into the 
game.  The A's bats got started early, scoring 
3 runs in the top of the first inning.  Not to 
be outdone, the Giants came roaring back 
with 4 of their own in the bottom of the first, 
but that would be all the Giants would score 
until the last inning off of A's right-hander 
Steven Royster.  Royster was excellent on 
the mound, pitching into the sixth inning 
and collecting 10 strikeouts along the way.  
A highlight of the Giants offense was Blake 
Lujan, who batted in 4 of the Giants 6 runs.  
Defensively for the Giants, Joshua Zielinski 
did a tremendous job at catcher, knocking 
down balls both high and low to keep A's 
runners from advancing.  For the A's, second 
baseman Trevor Hamilton made two great 
plays to force out Giants runners.  

Giants 13, Padres 7: Padres Johnny 
Tyree’s sharp eyes for strikes and balls 
helped him get on base and eventually scor-
ing one of the five Padres runs in the top of 
the 2nd to take the lead. Ryan Robinson of 
the Giants went 2 for 3, 2 runs scored, hit-
ting everything recently; consistently great 
defense in the outfield. Padres Larry Phillips 
was able to get a base on balls and score one 
of two runs in the 5th. Giants Jacob Currie 
went 2 for 2, 2 RBI, 2 runs scored; solid 
defense at shortstop; closing the game at 
pitcher for the win.  

Majors: Diamondbacks 8, A’s 4: The 
Diamondbacks continued their winning ways 
with an 8-4 victory over the Giants.  Noah 
White held the Dbacks in check with good 
pitching through 3 innings, however the 
Dbacks bats came alive in the 4th.  Trailing 
4-1, the Dbacks opened the fourth with 3 
consecutive hits from the middle of the line 
up setting up Scott Williams who delivered 
a big 2 rbi single. Zack Cantril followed with 
an RBI single to put the Diamondbacks ahead 
for good, 5-4.  For the Giants, Matthew Wells 
had 2 hits. DB Vidal slapped a double. 

Livermore Girls Softball
Livermore Girls Softball Association 

highlights:
Senior (High School) division playoffs 

– first round: Livermore Driver Family 
Impact 6, Pleasanton Lucky Charms 5. WP 
- Gianna Devoto. 2B - Amber Simon, Ica-
cia Pereida (I). 3B – Devoto (I). 2 hits: Ic. 
Pereida (I).

Winners’ bracket semifinals: Pleasanton 
Crush 13, Livermore Driver Family Impact 
11. 2B - Gianna Devoto, Katelyn Krueger (I). 
3B - Nicole Sandoval (I). 2 hits - Sandoval, 
Devoto (I). Multiple RBIs - Ocean Garcia, 
Devoto (I).

Consolation bracket – first round: Pleas-
anton Breakers 7, Livermore Blackout 6. 3B 
– Katelynn Erickson (B). 3 hits – Samantha 
Waddle (B). 2 hits – Michelle Benz, Haley 
Williford, Briattani Marstan (B). 2 RBI 
– Waddle (B).

Consolation bracket – second round: 
Livermore Driver Family Impact 14, Pleas-
anton Breakers 7. WP - Gianna Devoto. 2B 
- Amber Simon, Jackie Maruskin, Samantha 
Driver (I). 3B - Maruskin (I). HR - Simon (I). 
2 hits - Simon, Nicole Sandoval, Maruskin, 
Driver, Devoto, Katelyn Krueger (I).  Mul-
tiple RBIs - Simon, Driver, Devoto (I).

Consolation bracket – third round: 
Livermore Eclipse 9, Livermore Driver Fam-
ily Impact 8. 2B - Nicole Sandoval, Jackie 
Maruskin, Victoria Rowell, Ocean Garcia (I). 
2 hits - Sandoval, Maruskin, Rowell, Garcia, 
Katelyn Krueger (I). 2 RBIs - Maruskin, 
Krueger, Angelina May (I).

 Livermore American LL
Livermore American Little League 

highlights: 
T-Ball: Blue Jays vs Dodgers: The Blue 

Jays offense came out swinging against the 
Dodgers.  After a 15 day sting on the DL, 
Jonathon Ogunfunmi got right back on track 
hitting the ball hard and Brooke Trevethan 
“wooed” the fans with her bat speed and 
base running.  Again the defense was the 
story here as Shaun Vandagriff made it look 
easy at Pitcher while Jonathon Ogunfunmi 
recorded 4 outs at first base!  Keep up the 
great play Blue Jays.

Royals Vs Nationals: The Royals had a 
great game against a hard hitting Nationals 
team. Robert Seymour, Colby Scherer and 
Anthony Miller led the Royals defensively 
knocking down shots in the field while 
Garrett Scherer hit bullets from both sides 
of the plate. Ty Wetzel again ripped up the 
base paths with his speed.

A Division: Red Sox 17, Orioles 10: 
Carson Neu played excellent ball going 3 for 
3 with several rbis for the evening.  Logan 
Kavanagh hit powerfully with a doublew 
and a rbi in the 2nd inning. Joey Campos 
showed awesome hitting going 2 for 3 along 

with quick defense in left field.   The Orioles 
players mounted a good comeback with good 
plays and batting by Sean Brooks, James 
Duperly and Matt Crivello. Red Sox Top 
Players: Carson Neu, Logan Kavanagh, Joey 
Campos; Orioles Top Players: Sean Brooks, 
James Duperly, Matt Crivello

Orioles 28, Mets 14: Orioles played 
another great game with Nathan Jones and 
Brett Peacock both going 4 for 4 and both 
with 4 runs scored each, and Carmeron Meier 
hitting 2 for 4 and scoring 2 runs.   The Mets’ 
Grant Peterson put the Mets on the boards 
with a 4th inning double.   Bryan Peeso had 
some great defense with a catch and throw 
out in the 2nd inning.   The Mets’ Tyler 
Kelly also had a great game with a triple 
that scored Peterson , Kelly also scored 
then  Tyler Kelly ended his game with a 6th 
inning grand slam.

Orioles 15, Braves 7: The Orioles had an-
other well hit game with Hannah Lipp going 
3 for 3 and scoring 2 runs.  Rece Wilkins did 
it again hitting 3 for 3 with 3 runs scored and 
playing some great defense.   Matt Crivello 
went 2 for 3 with 2 runs scored and ended 
the game by making an Unassisted double 
play from third base.   Shane Grimes for the 
Mets had great defense in the 5th inning, 
while Jackson Brown had great offense 
with a  triple and a double.  Tryston Lemas 
played hard all game despite playing with 
significant injuries.

AA Division: Astros 5,  Tigers 4: Top 
players for the Astros: Chris Powell with 2 
incredible pop-fly catches in left field and 
the game winning hit, Connor Livingston 
with awesome pitching to close the game, 
Sean Rolandelli with great fielding; Top 
players for the Tigers: Ryan Carlson with 2 
pop-fly catches, Carson King with 2 great 
innings of pitching, Nick DeLisle with 
wonderful hitting

Cubs 15, Pirates 1: Cubs top players: 
Chase Dunn - Pitched 4 innings with 10 
strike outs, Ryan Escover - Closed out the 
game pitching with 2 strike outs, DeAndre 
Hawkins - RBI single bring home Ryan Mc-
Donnell; Pirates top players: Drew Braudrick 
- single, Cameron Priest - Pitched 2 solid 
innings, Ian Partridge - RBI double scoring 
the Pirates only run 

AAA Division: Mariners 7, Padres 2: 
Mauricio Zavalla hit a towering 3 run homer 
over the right centerfield fence in the first 
inning providing all the runs the Mariners 
would need as outstanding pitching from 
Justin Hill and Jaime Osorio kept the Padres 
bats quiet. Jerry Roque and Kyle Talley both 
had base hits for the Padres.

Angels 8, A’s 5: The Angels played a 
great game to get this win.  Angels’ Tyler 
Gonzales had a phenomenal game with a 
double play in the 1st inning and a HOME 
RUN in the 4th.  Miguel Echeverria kept it 
going with a strong base hit.  Carter Dickson 
also had 2 hits for 2 at bat.  The A’s played a 
strong offense with Stephen Mohler’s bunt 
for a single and two walks.  Logan Cole kept 
the A’s in the game with his single and triple 
and advancing the runners, and Logan Koch 
also played tough with his walk, two singles, 
and a steal at home to score.  It was a great 
competitive game by both teams right up to 
the end, making it a tough win by the Angels 
8 to the A’s 5.

Majors:  Giants 9, A’s 2: Garret Cordisco 
led from both sides in the offense going 3 for 
3 with one of hits being  double producing 2 
RBI’s and 2 runs scored.  Jack Frevert also 
provided some offense witha couple of hits 
and producing an RBI, but his contribution 
was coming in to pitch with bases loaded 
and strike out the remaing A’s batting order. 
Aaron Spiller rounded of the rest of the of-
fense with a hit and RBI.

Yankees 3, Giants 1: A great day on the 
mound by Garrett Smith proved to be the 
difference in the game for the Yankees.  He 
was helped by some great defensive plays 
from Corbin Cofer at third and Truman 
Griffeath in center field with two great late 
inning catches.  For the Giants, Sean Stayvert 
had a double and scored the only run, David 
Harmison had two singles, and Nico Medina 
made a fantastic play in left field to get out 
the runner heading to third.

JR 80 House Division: The Jr 80’s Giants 
remain in first place after a 11-1 run-ruled 
6-inning defeat over the GLL Twins. Giants 
chucker Trevor Escover stayed ahead of the 
hitters all day and held the Twins to two 
hits over the six innings, recording seven 
strikeouts, walking only one and facing five 
over the minimum. The Giants offense took 
a while to get going, but when they did they 
didn’t stop. The game was called with only 
one out recorded in that sixth inning. That 
inning was started by a Leroy Williams 
single and followed by a string and mix of 
nine hits and two walks. Others getting hits 
and scoring that inning were; Javonn Wil-
liams, Elijah Leon, Josh Davidson, Michael 
Brown, Clayton Stanek, Junior Wilkins and 
Kyle Christopher.

JR 90s Division: LALL A’s 8 – LNLL 
A’s 7: Well this one lived up to the hype, the 
last time we played LNLL A’s it was a nail 
biter that went down to the very end and 
this one was no different. The LALL A’s 
kept their undefeated season in tact with 
their last at bat. LALL was the home team 
and they entered into the bottom of the 7th 
in a tie, promptly loaded the bases and won 
on a game winning sacrifice fly from Nick 
Ketcham. The A’s got another outstanding 
start from Matt Puls pitching 5 2/3 innings 
allowing just 3 hits and striking out 7. Sean 
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Sammy McConvey, (from left) Jessica Varady and Brittany Sabatini celebrated during the 10 to 0 
victory over Newark Memorial.
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Followill played maybe his best game of 
the season going 2-4 with 2 big RBI’s and 
scored 2 runs including the game winner. 
Cody Warner continued his terrific play 
going 2-2 with a run scored and an RBI, 
he also led the A’s with 3 stolen bags. Nick 
Merrill continues to be nearly impossible to 
get out, he was 2-2 on the day and also had 
2 walks, Nick leads the team in on base% 
and is having a great season!

LALL A’s  6, Danville Giants   4: This 
was a coming out party for LALL standout 
pitcher Jackson Mancieri,  Jackson took the 
hill for LALL and pitched an absolute beauty. 
Scattering 2 hits over 4 2/3 innings and strik-
ing out 11!  Nick Gaul came in to relieve 
Jackson and was terrific shutting down the 
Giants. Nick also was a key contributor on 
offense getting a clutch base hit and driving 
in 2 runs. LALL played some terrific defense 
during this game highlighted by a sensational 
put out at third base by Dhru Merrill. Dhru 
has been solid defensively all season. Dhru 
was also outstanding at the plate going 3-3 
and scoring 3 of the A’s 6 runs.  Matt Stoebe 
caught a great game for the A’s as he has done 
all season, Matt also pitched in offensively 
with 2 hits and 2 RBI’s. 

Football Skills
Granada Football Skill Camp: Non-

contact football camp conducted by Granada 
Head Coach, Tim Silva. This campn is open 
to all incoming 3rd-8th graders. June 15th 
through June 19th from 10:00am to 12:30pm. 
Cost is $100. Go online to granadafootball.
com to print out a registration form.  Register 
by mail: Granada Skills Camp, c/o Tim Silva, 
400 Wall St., Livermore, 94550 Questions: 
Please call (925)667-6132

Foundation Golf 
Tournament

The 25th Annual ValleyCare Foundation 
Golf Tournament is set for June 5 at The 
Course at Wente Vineyards.

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. The 
shotgun start is at 11 a.m. A dinner and 
awards ceremony will be held starting at 
5:15 p.m.

Tickets for golf and dinner are $550, 
dinner only $70. Funds benefit the emer-
gency room expansion at ValleyCare 
Medical Center. For tickets or information, 
call 373-4567.

Football and Golf
The Granada Football Golf Tourna-

ment will be held Fri., June 26 at the Las 
Positas Golf Course in Livermore from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Granada High’s football program is cur-
rently 200 players strong. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 
& 3rd place, as well as longest drive & closest 
to the pin. Raffle prizes will be awarded at 
the dinner. Fee is $115 per golfer, includes 
range balls, green fees, and full BBQ dinner; 
$25 per person for dinner only. 

Putting contest is at 12:30 p.m., din-
ner at 6 p.m. Go to www.granadafootball.
com/articles/announcements.htm to down-
load form. 

Pleasanton Girls Softball
Pleasanton Girls Softball League 

highlights:
Mini Rec Division: Zaballos Construc-

tion vs. Ogden Costa Creative Group:  Amber 
Doyle went 2 for 2 with an RBI for Ogden 
Costa Creative Group.  Morgan Seely went 
3 for 3 while scoring two runs.  She also 
pitched the third inning with a strike out.  
Sabrina Ornelas went 2 for 3 with an RBI 
and a run scored for Ogden Costa Creative 
Group.  Melissa Widas went 2 for 2 with 
an RBI for Zaballos Construction.  Evelyn 
Morehead went 1 for 2 trying hard defen-
sively.  Taylor Hillman went 1 for 2 also 
scoring a run for Zaballos Construction. 
Top players:  Zaballos Construction - Taylor 
Hillman, Evelyn Morehead, Melissa Widas; 
Ogden Costa Creative Group - Amber Doyle, 
Sabrina Ornelas, Morgan Seely

Minor Upper Division: TG Informa-
tion Systems 5, E Squared Automotive 2:  
Awesome back handed catch by E Squared 
Automotive Maddie Gallagher and another 
outstanding catch by Carly Robertson.  Great 
hit by Lauren Blach.  TG Information 
Systems's Kassie Kochan pitching to the win 
and Janelle Tanis pitching for the save.  Great 
defense play and hitting by TG Information 
Systems's Charlotte Armstrong. Top players:  
E Squared Automotive - Lauren Blach, 
Maddie Gallagher, Carly Robertson; TG 
Information Systems - Charlotte Armstrong, 
Kassie Kochan, Janelle Tanis

Major Rec Division: California Car 
Sounds, Inc. 10, DPR Construction, Inc. 1:  
In round 1 of the playoffs, California Car 
Sounds, Inc. had an outstanding game both 
offensively and defensively beating DPR 
Construction, Inc. 10 to 1.  All the California 
Car Sounds, Inc. batters reached base safely 
during the game.  Chloe Connolly was 2 for 
3 with 3 RBI's.  Jaime Rinetti was also 2 for 
3 with 1 RBI.  Meghan Fletcher was 2 for 
2 with 2 runs scored.  Jazzy Perez was 2 
for 2 with 3 RBI's and 2 runs scored.  Both 
California Car Sounds, Inc. pitchers had 
exceptional games.  Jazzy Perez pitched 3 
innings and did not give up a hit.  She struck 
out 8 and only faced 11 batters.  Shelby Sarin 
also pitched 3 innings and only gave up 2 
hits, while striking out 6.  For DPR Construc-
tion, Inc., Cat was 1 for 1 with a walk.  She 
scored their only run.  Cheez-it got DPR 
Construction, Inc.'s other hit, and walked 
her other time at bat too.  Tigger pitched 2 
scoreless innings. Top players:  California 

Car Sounds, Inc. - Chloe Connolly, Meghan 
Fletcher, Jazzy Perez; DPR Construction, 
Inc. - Cat, Cheez-It, Tigger

Richert Lumber Co. 18, TPC 4:  End 
of season injuries depleted the TPC team 
but they still played hard.  Richert Lumber 
Co.’s Hannah Miller, Alex Gray, and Brit-
ney Cooper created a ton of excitement!  
On defense, Hannah when playing catcher 
threw out a base runner attempting to steal 
2nd.  Britney made some great fly catches at 
short stop and made perfect throws to Alex 
at 1st to stop several infield grounders.  On 
offense, Britney had a triple with an RBI, 
Hannah had a single with an RBI and Alex 
had a triple with 2 RBI's and a home run. 
Top players:  Richert Lumber Co. - Britney 
Cooper, Alex Gray, Hannah Miller

Granada Little League
Granada Little League highlights:
Minor AAA - Rays 9, Angels 3. Top Hit-

ters: Rays- Dominic Bricker-1B, 3B, 1 RBI, 
2 runs scored; Jason Frost-1B, 2B, 1 RBI, 3 
runs scored; Tyler Stultz- 2 x 1B, 1 RBI, 1 
run scored. Angels- Brandon Zaunbrecher-
1B, 2B, 1 run scored; TJ O’Ferrall- 2 x 1B, 1 
RBI; Garrett West-2B, 1 RBI. Top Pitchers: 
Rays-Connor Swadener- 3IP, 2H, 1R, 3K. 
Angels-Jack Walker-5IP, 6H, 7R, 6K. The 
Angels could not stop the strong Rays due 
to their strong pitching and hitting.

White Sox 13, Phillie's 8.  Top Hitters 
White Sox - Alec Foster 1-3B, 1-RBI, 1-Run; 
Andrew Clutter 1-1B, 2-RBIs, 1-Run; Ben 
Smith & Diego Ramirez both got 1-1B & 2-
Runs.  Top Hitters Phillie's - Matt Benavidez 
1-1B, 1-3B, 1-RBI, 2-Runs; Jack Lutz 2-1B's, 
2-RBIs; Cody Bray 1-1B, 1-RBI; Johnny 
Bailey 1-1B, 1-Run.  Top Pitchers White 
Sox - Jarrett Leon 3-IN, 1-Hit, 2-Runs; Alec 
Foster 2-IN, 2-Hits, 6-Runs, 2-Strikeouts; 
Jackson Taylor 3-IN, 3-Hits, 1-Strikeout.  
Top Pitchers Phillie's - Johnny Bailey 2-IN, 
2-Hits, 7-Runs, 1-Strikeout; Ray Carlson 
3-IN, 3-Hits, 3-Runs, 2-Strikeouts; Matt 
Benavidez 1-IN, 3-Runs.

Minor AA - Ray's 12, Phillies 5, Top 
Hitters Phillies - John Cantu - base hit w/2 
RBI; Gabe Vargas smacks the ball for a 
double with RBI; Nate Wilson base hit w/ 
RBI; Rays - Sam Miller awesome base hit, 
Dylan Martinez smacks a ball for a base 
hit; Top Pitchers - Phillies Seth Davis awe-
some pitching with no run 3rd inning; Ray's 
- Fabulous pitching by Sam Miller and Nolan 
McCormick; Top defensive players - Phillies, 
Jason Snell stops the ball in Rt field and gets 
1st base runner out, Riley Van Trease caught 
a pop fly at 3rd base to avoid the runner to 
score; Rays, Alex Katusich caught pop fly 
at 3rd base, Sean Croghan caught ball at 1st 
base to get the runner out. Both teams played 
a fabulous game despite the heat!

Minor A - Yankees (defense) Jeremy 
Dyson, Jacob Eijansantos, Brodie Wolf; 
(offense) Michael Gauch, Jaren Eijansantos, 
Cameron Moghadam  - Giants  (defense) 
Kinaar Desai, Ethan Dreger, Jorden Gar-
cia; (offense) Nathan Kamm, Harry Rose, 
Devin Shah.

Farm - Athletics  (offense) Ryan 
Anderson, Jonathan Geyer, Jacob Gutke 
(defense) Mason Lydon, Ryan Stapp, Kyle 
Packard. Phillies (offense) Hayden Marshall, 
Jacob Kilbane, Tate Massingale. (defense) 
Blake Stokes, Danny Geissbuhler, Michael 
Strauss.

 Yankee (offense) Ethan Clark, Douglas 
Wynne, R.J. (defense) Max Higgins, Domi-
nic Shepherd, Brent Young. Rays (offense) 
Noah Vengley, Mason Eastman, Donovan 
Holmes (defense) Katherine Frost, Henry 
Kath, Caleb Chance.

T-Ball- Padres (offense) Nico Lucero, 
Ben Wigginton, Wesley Short (defense) 
Brady Vengley, Landon Paden, Landon 
Jansen. Angels (offense) Sam German, Yash 
Hammond, Dylan MacDonald (defense) 
Andrew Bates, Carson Devine, Nicholas 
Lydon.

Giants (offense) Aden Clements, An-
tonio Rivalie, Gaven Rose (defense) Iliza 
Shields, Dale Spence, Noah Thompson: 
Rays (offense) Kyle Drobick, Christopher 
Meinecke, Zach Van Huis (defense) JD Cer-
ruti, Dylan Corker, Ben Sears. Both teams 
had a fantastic game and good sportsmanship 
was displayed by all players!

Phillies (offense) Danny Knight, Colin 
McConnell, Augustine Mascari (defense) 
Seth Mills, Skyler Steele, Ryan MacIntire. 
A’s (offense) Andrew Berg, Jaxson Mosby, 
Aiden Ayeres (defense) Hunter Houghton, 
Christian Silva, Michael Buti.

Foothill Little League
Foothill LIttle League highlights:
Majors: PFLL Angels 20, DLL A's 7: 

The Pleasanton Foothill Little League Major 
Angels defeated the Dublin Little League A’s 
20 - 7on a beautiful night at the Pleasanton 
Sports Park. There were many highlights 
throughout the game but none as dramatic 
as Kyle Lawrence’s grand slam walk off 
home run in the bottom of the fifth inning 
to seal the victory for the Angels. The game 
was shortened by the 10 run rule. Lawrence 
also had a single, played great defense at 
third base and pitched a scoreless fifth inning 
for the Angels. The Angels had plenty of 
offense during the game. Brock Gustafson, 
using his brand new bat, had a double, two 
singles, scored a run and drove in two. Matt 
Weir singled and doubled, scored two runs 
and drove in two. Stephen Chipman had two 
singles, scored three runs and drove in one. 
Luther Little had two singles, scored two runs 
and drove in one. Nick Bush had two singles, 
scored one run and drove in one. Joshua Ott 
singled, scored two runs and drove in one. 
Carl Mubarak had a single and scored a run. 
Jordan Ott scored two runs and drove in one. 

The four Angels pitchers, Jordan Ott, Joshua 
Ott, Stephen Chipman and Kyle Lawrence, 
struck out 8 A’s batters. The Angels made 
several outstanding plays on defense. Nick 
Bush and Carl Mubarak made fantastic 
catches in left field, Matt Weir, Stephen Chip-
man and Brock Gustafson made great plays 
in the infield, and Joshua Ott, Matt Weir and 
Jordan Ott played superb catcher.

Orioles 13, Tigers 5: The Orioles de-
feated a very talented Tigers ballclub in a well 
executed game. Offensive highlights: Keaton 
Steuben hit 2 for 3 with 2 runs scored. William 
Hammer hit 3 for 3 (including a double) with 
1 run scored. Nick Clark went 2 for 2 with 2 
runs scored, and Joey Hendricks went 2 for 
2 with 1 run scored. Defensive Highlights: 
William Hammer played great defense at 
shortstop; he backhanded a ball deep in the 
hole and threw out a runner from his knees 
at 1st base. Thomas Gallagher caught a line 
drive at 2nd and threw to 1st base to complete 
the double play. Anthony Stellar-Harter, 
Jadon Gonzaga, Keaton Steuben and William 
Hammer combined a strong pitching effort 
to hold the Tigers to only 5 runs.

Dublin Tigers 8, White Sox 11:  The 
Major White Sox played a thriller vs 
Dublin’s Tigers on Thursday. Trailing 5-3 
at the end of 5, the visiting White Sox were 
able to string together some hits, scoring 
8 runs on 8 hits in the top half of the sixth 
inning. The Tiger’s didn’t give up coming 
up with 3 runs in the bottom of the sixth, 
but the White Sox’s Jakob Davidson was 
able to strike out the last two Tiger hitters 
to preserve the win, 11-8. Morgan Johnston, 
Kane Millerstrom and Jakob Davidson did a 
fine job from the hill. Two defensive gems 
by the White Sox, a nifty double play turned 
by Camden Murtagh and a diving stab from 
third base in the 6th inning by JP Pasteur. 
Dylan Frades and Tyler Wineger continued 
with their rock solid defensive play. The of-
fense was lead by Arthur Hwang going 4-4 
and Noah Pacheco 3-4, including a double 
and 3 runs scored. 

AA Division: Phillies 4, Cubs 7: The 
3rd matchup between the PFLL AA Cubs 
and Phillies displayed a lot of great pitching, 
hitting, stealing, defense and team work. 
Luke Valentine started off on the mound 
for the Cubs, allowing no runs and making 
quick work of the Phillies line up in 1st and 
2nd innings. Scott Kienhofer and Devin 
Cox teamed up to tag the Phillies runner out 
at 1st, firing up their team and closing out 
the 1st inning. Luke’s SGL early in the 2nd 
brought home Nick Palange for the 1st RBI 
of the game. Luke and Carter Person both 
stole home on wild pitches to close out the 
2nd. The Phillies rallied in the bottom of 3rd, 
tying up the game 3-3. Top of the 4th, Nick 
Narciso worked his way around stealing 
bases, including stealing home. In the same 
inning Arnav Koul’s huge DBL/fly to right 
field and Carter’s SGL/hit to left brought 
Cubs fans to their feet with a roar of approval. 
Raymond Blasquez took the mound for the 
Cubs in the 4th, making quick work of the 
Phillies line up and allowing only 1 run. 
Devin came home for the Cubs in the top 
of the 5th and later in the bottom half of the 
inning delivered the ball from center field 
to Scott and Luke, where they teamed up in 
an extraordinary display of teamwork to tag 
out the Phillies lead off runner between 1st 
and 2nd -- likely the most exciting defensive 
play of the season. Cubs’ closer, Raymond 
retook the mound in the bottom of the 5th, 
quickly working through the Phillies line up 
to deliver another win for his team. 

 T-Ball: Mud Cats vs. Bats:Family Day 
was filled with fun and excitement for both 
the Mudcats and the Bats. Holden Meyer 
won the hit-a-thon with a long drive over 
second base. The Mudcats home run hit-
ters were Bryan Wolfe and Nico D'Emilio. 
Great defensive plays by Noah Powell and 
Isaac Bauman.

Livermore Smoke
Livermore Smoke Summer Kick-off 

highlights:
U-8 Girls’ Tournament: The Livermore 

Smoke U8 Girls’ tournament team hosted 
their first tournament Memorial Day Week-
end, welcoming 5 other teams from around 
the Bay Area to compete in a jamboree 
format.  The girls played well and kept their 
fans on the edges of their seats as they played 
four closely matched games, three of them 
with a 1-run differential.

On Saturday, the girls faced the Almaden 
Lightning.  Madison Kahwaty pitched a fierce 
game for Smoke, striking out 5 of the 7 batters 
she faced.  Then at the plate she went 2 for 
2 with 2 singles, 1 RBI.  Lauren Martin was 
right in step with her, going 2 for 2 with 2 
RBI.  In the second match-up, the girls faced 
San Jose Quicksilver.  Smoke pulled off a 

1-0 victory with an impressive in-the-park 
homerun by Kamy Farro.  Also contributing 
at the plate were Lindsey Philips and Sierra 
Marshall, going 1 for 1 with a single each.  
Madison Kahwaty pitched another impres-
sive game, striking out 6 of 7 batters and 
Hayley Thompson was right behind her, 
striking out 2 of the 3 batters she faced.

On Sunday, the girls opened up against 
the Los Gatos Magic.  Sydney Mendoza 
dazzled the fans, going 2 for 2 with 2 singles.  
Lindsey Philips also impressed, going 1 
for 1 with a double, as did Morgan Waugh 
with her single.  The turning point for the 
game though was the crowd-stopping triple 
by Alyssa Silva, scoring 2 runs for Smoke.  
Alyssa followed up later with a single, 1 
RBI to round out her stats.  Then the girls 
faced the Benecia Outlaws.  Again pitching 
dominated, as Madison Kahwaty struck out 
all 3 of the batters she faced and Kamy Farro 
struck out 2 of 4.  Madison also went 1 for 
2 at the plate with a double, 1 RBI.  Not to 
be left out, Kamy Faro and Lindsey Philips 
also went 1 for 2 with a single each and 
Alyssa Silva got in on the action, going 1 
for 1 with a single.

The U8 Smoke Girls played tremen-
dously in their first tournament.  

Spirit Run
Registration is now open for the Rotary 

Club of Pleasanton’s 16th annual Spirit 
Run in downtown Pleasanton on Sunday. 
June 21, 2009.

The Father’s Day tradition annually 
draws more than 1,200 runners to partici-
pate in either a 10K or 5K run as well as 
a kid’s race.

The 10K run will start at 8 a.m. on Main 
Street followed by the 5K run at 8:30.  The 
courses wind through Pleasanton neighbor-
hoods, the Alameda County Fairgrounds and 
on trails along the scenic Arroyo del Valle.

Proceeds go to support the Rotary Club 
of Pleasanton’s scholarship program. In the 
last ten years, more than $280,000 has been 
raised for scholarships that are awarded 
after an application and interview process 
to deserving Pleasanton graduates who need 
financial help to attend college.

In 2008, 24 students from the four Pleas-
anton high schools received scholarships.

To register, please go online to www.
spiritrun.com. For information about the 
Rotary Club of Pleasanton, please see www.
pleasantonrotary.org.      

Bicycle Criterium
The International Christian Cycling Club 

will host its 18th annual bicycle criterium race 
in the Hacienda Business Park in Pleasanton 
on Sat., June 6.

Racers must having racing licenses, 
which they can purchase the day of the race, 
in addition to race fees. New to the Dash for 
Cash this year is a 30-minute handcycle race. 
Registration is at 7 p.m. Registration is avail-
able on line at SportsBaseOnline.com.

The course is .9 mile, clockwise, flat, fast, 
four right hand turns on pavement.

The Pleasanton based club holds weekly 
rides Saturday morning leaving from the 
parking lot from Meadowlark Dairy at 9 a.m. 
Rides are approximately 35 to 70 miles with 
a different route each week. For information, 
contact Tania Smith at 462-2626.

Wrestling Club
The Guardian Knights wrestling club is 

a non–profit organization that was formed 
in March of 2009 to promote the  sport of 
wrestling in the Tri-Valley. 

Members will be taught commitment, 
physical fitness, discipline, sportsmanship, 
teamwork and respect while developing 
each individual to become successful at 
higher levels of competition. The Guardian 
Knights are a member of the BAWA (Bay 
Area Wrestling Association) and train in the 
styles of Folkstyle, Freestyle and Greco. The 
Knights currently have members from Liver-
more, Pleasanton, Dublin and San Ramon 
who have competed in many prestigious 
wrestling tournaments such as the Greco 
state Championships, Association Duels and 
West Coast Nationals. 

A couple of early season accomplish-
ments by Guardian Knight wrestlers are 
Kevin Coburn winning the California Greco 
state championships and placing sixth at the 
Junior State at 91lbs, Joey Wolfson taking 
home the championship at the West Coast 
Nationals as well as a sixth place finish at 
Frosh/Soph State, Brian Engdahl placing 
fourth at Greco State and fifth at Freestyle 
State. Eighth grader Shaquille Dangerfield 
was an All Tournament wrestler at the West 
Coast Nationals and placed fifth at the 

California Greco State Championships in 
the schoolboy division.  

Upcoming tournaments for the Knights 
are the MDWA championships and Kids 
State that is being held in Fresno. 

The Guardian Knights practice 2 days a 
week on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Granada 
High School in Livermore from 6:00 – 7:30 
pm. If you are interested in joining the 
Guardian Knights, please contact coaches 
Ken Coburn at coburn3@comcast.net or Erik 
Engdahl at consult.erik@comcast.net.

Table Tennis Tournament
There will be a Table Tennis Tournament 

on Sat., June 20, 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Tri-Valley Table Tennis Club, 5001 Case 
Ave, Pleasanton, in the Pleasanton Middle 
School Gym.

The tournament is being organized by 
the Taiwanese & Chinese American Athletic 
Tournament of San Francisco Bay Area and 
sponosred by the Tri-Valley Table Tennis 
Club Corporation.

 Walk-in or mail registration is at the 
Chinese Cultural Center, 1269 Forgewood 
Ave., Sunnyvale, www.tcaat.org (408) 
747-0394; email trivalleyttc@yahoo.com, 
information at (925) 200-8078.

Registration fees are Single Events 
$16.00, Additional Single events: $12 
each; 12 and under Singles $12, additional 
singles event $10; Double registrations 
$24; Team registration $40, Junior Team 
registration $30; Chinese School Team 
registrations $40.

The registration deadline is June 8. Walk 
in registrations is at Tri-Valley Table Tennis 
Club before June 6, at 11 p.m.

The Livermore-Pleasanton Firefighters Foundation will host the 
1st annual Hook and Ladder Run at Wente Vineyards on Sun., June 
7. Participants have the choice of a 5K run/walk, a 10K run, and a 
kids one-mile fun run.

The foundation supports injured and fallen firefighters, burn 
foundation and local charities in the Tri-Valley.

The 5K is a run/walk that is on 50 percent paved and 50 percent 
dirt road and is stroller friendly. The 10K is 90 percent dirt road and 
10 percent paved. Strollers are not allowed in the 10K. Both runs 
travel through Sycamore Grove Park and are very flat with one hill 
in the 10K. The one mile kids run, for ages 12 and under, will take 
place at Wente Vineyards at about 9:15 a.m. No dogs, please.

Fee is $30 for either the 5K or 10K preregistered prior to June 
3 and $35 after and on race day; the kids run is $10 preregistered 
and $15 after June 3.

Awards will be presented in each age group. Water and refresh-
ments will be provided at the end of the race. Wente Vineyards will 
have additional food and wine tasting for purchase.

Registration and check-in starts at 6:30 a.m. at Wente Vineyards, 
5050 Arroyo Rd., Livermore. The race begins at 8 a.m.

Send checks to "On Your Mark", PO Box 1199, Arnold, CA 
95223, make checks payable to: Livermore-Pleasanton Firefighters 
Foundation. Additional information and registration is on-line at 
www.onyourmarkevents.com.

Chicks with Sticks
Chicks with Sticks Golf Tournament will 

benefit Shepherd's Gate. The event will be 
held at the Poppy Ridge Golf Course in  on 
Tuesday, July 14.

The Chicks with Sticks Golf Tournament 
is a 4-person shotgun scramble. It begins at 
1:00 pm.  The day will include putting, chip-
ping and longest drive contests, networking 
reception with other women who own or run 
a business,  great raffle basket prizes, golf 
goodie bags, box lunch, buffet dinner and 
a chance to meet and also hear powerful 
testimonies from some of the residents in 
the Shepherd’s Gate program.

For more information, visit www.shep-
herdsgate.org; for sponsorship information 
or to donate raffle items, please contact 
Lyn Kiernan at (925)443-4283 ext.217 or 
lkiernan@shepherdsgate.org

Cyclepath Event
To celebrate its third year in Pleasanton, 

Cyclepath Pleasanton will be hosting a cy-
cling open house and customer appreciation 
event May 30 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at its 
downtown Pleasanton shop. The event will 
include a free barbecue with beverages, kids 
bounce house, store-wide sale, raffle prizes 
and more. At the event, the shop will intro-
duce Club Cyclepath, a new social cycling 
club with opportunities for mountain, road 
riders and triathletes to get fit, meet other 
riders, grow in their sport and have fun. 

There will be free, pre-event road rides 
departing from the shop at 8:30 a.m. (for inter-
mediate) and 9:00 a.m. (beginner). Cyclepath 
is located at 337-B Main St. (behind BofA). 
For more information call (925) 485-3218 
or email rides@cyclepath.com 

Firefighters to Host 1st 
Hook and Ladder Run



PAGE 10 - The Independent, MAY 28, 2009

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL NO-
TICES 

 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.  423569

The following person(s) doing 
business as:Skin Savvi, 239 
Main St., Ste D, Pleasanton 
Ca 94566 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Taia - Louise Lockhart, 410 
Lagunaria Lane, Alameda 
Ca 94502
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Taia - Louise Lockhart
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 14, 2009. Expires 
April 14, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2493. Publish  May 7, 14, 21, 
28, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.  424147

The following person(s) doing 
business as:Cheryl’s Shoppe, 
7 California Ave, Pleasanton 
Ca 94566 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Cheryl Teare, 2892 St. Denis 
Dr., San Ramon, Ca 94583
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Cheryl Teare 
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 28, 2009. Expires 
April 28, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2494. Publish  May 7, 14, 21, 
28, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.  423976

The following person(s) do-
ing business as:ABC Music 
Source & Academy, 2156 First 
Street, Livermore Ca 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Stanley M. Houston, 767 Vio-
let Court, Benicia Ca 94510
Marianne R. Houston, 767 
Violet Court, Benicia Ca 
94510
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Stanley M. Houston
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 24, 2009. Expires 
April 24, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2495. Publish  May 7, 14, 21, 
28, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 424111

experience required. Free 
info: www.ChangeToThe-
Max.com, 800-221-8429. 
(CAL*SCAN)
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.
71) HELP WANTED

INTERNET SALES 
MANAGERS

Experience preferred
 but will train the  

right person
Plenty of leads 
and great hours

EOE 
Call 925 456 1239

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have Experience

 Senior Solutions, Inc.
 925 443-3101

 FIREFIGHTERS WANTED. 
Paid Training, good sal-
ary, $ for school, regular 
raises, benefits retirement. 
H.S. grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri. 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)
ELECTRONICS PAID TRAIN-
ING. Gain skills. Medical/den-
tal, 30 days vacation/ year, $ 
for school. No experience OK. 
H.S. grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri. 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)
JOBS, JOBS, JOBS! No 
experience. Get paid to train. 
The California Army National 
Guard. High School JR/SR & 
Grads/GED. Up to $15,000 
bonus. 1-800-GO-GUARD.
com/careers (CAL*SCAN)
TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com 72) HELP WANTED/
DRIVERS
DRIVER - REGIONAL RUNS 
- West Coast. Professional 
Equipment. Great Pay. Rea-
sonable Hometime. Run the 
Western 11 States. On site 
- Full Service Maintenance 
Shop. BCBS Insurance. West-
ern Express - 22 yrs old. Good 
MVR, EOE, CDL-A, 1yr. OTR. 
Call Edna Today! 1-866-863-
4112. (CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************

Reaches over
45,893 Homes

and
over 3,225

Local Businesses
mailed

Home Delivery
in 

Livermore
Pleasanton & Sunol

Call Barbara
925 243-8000

80)HELP WANTED SALES
$500 SIGN ON Bonus! Travel 
with sharp enthusiastic group, 
make money, have fun, see 
the country. Must be 18+, po-
sitions fill quickly. Call Trish 1-
888-344-3004. (CAL*SCAN)
85)LIVESTOCK/INVEST-
MENT OPPORTUNITIES
ALPACAS ARE SWEET, 
gentle animals and a terrific 
investment. We’ll help you 
get started. Prices vary from 
$1,200-$10,000. Call (559) 
834-4934. (CAL*SCAN)
MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara   

GIVEAWAY                             
1 2 1 ) G A R A G E / YA R D 
SALES
RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.
125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Place your household items 

here for sale. Call  
925 243-8000 or go on-line 

at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.
127) LOST/FOUND
LOST or FOUND AN ITEM

FREE SECTION
Call Barbara 925 243-8000

130)MISC FOR SALE
Used Chain Link Gate 13'4" 
Wide x 4' Tall with Hinged 
Mounting Post and Hard-
ware to Attach to Swing Gate 
Operator Elite CSW-200-UL 
Call  925-872-1321 $250  
or BO

Heavy Duty Electric 
Automatic Gate Opener, 

Swing Type
Model Elite CSU-200-UL

Good Working Order
Call Lynn 925-872-1321

 $400 or BO
GROCERY STIMULUS PRO-
GRAM Helping People just 
Like You! Get $1000 Gro-
ceries! Pay Only $3.90 It’s 
True! Consumer Advocate 
Research Limited Time Offer 
- Call Now! 1-877-301-7436 
(CAL*SCAN)
NEVER FEEL SCARED 
AGAIN! Protect yourself with 
a stun gun now. Email to re-
ceive free report on how stun 
guns can save your life. CA@
BestStunGun.com 1-800-793-
0617. (CAL*SCAN)
NOTICES/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents 
with emphasis on those with 
low income. The center has 
general medical services, 
family planning, well baby, 
prenatal and maternity pro-
grams, social services, blood 

The following person(s) doing 
business as:Quest Consult-
ing, 1047 Serpentine Lane 
#300, Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Cort Allen, 366 Christina Ct., 
Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on September 1984
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Cort Allen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 28, 2009. Expires 
April 28, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2496. Publish  May 14, 21, 
28, June 4, 2009.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 424098
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Kandel Insurance 
Agency, 4355 Technology Dr., 
Unit H, Livermore Ca 94551 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Eric Lawrence Kandel, 1879 
Paseo Laguna Seco, Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on March 01, 2009
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Eric Kandel
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 27, 2009. Expires 
April 27, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2497. Publish  May 14, 21, 
28, June 4, 2009.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.  424453

The following person(s) do-
ing business as:In The Dark 
Productions, 2243 Hampton 
Rd., Livermore Ca 94550 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Jensen & Associates Inc., 
2243 Hampton Rd., Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Stanley I. Jensen Jr.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 7, 2009. Expires May 
7, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2498. Publish  May 14, 21, 
28, June 4, 2009.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.  424187-424188
The following person(s) doing 
business as:
1)Door 2 Door Tech Solutions, 
2)Threewisebabies.com, 298 
Goldfinch Way, Livermore Ca 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Gregory  Cau lder,  1611 
Swarthout Ct., Tracy Ca 

95376
Amanda Caulder,  1611 
Swarthout Ct., Tracy Ca 
95376
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Amanda Caulder
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 29, 2009. Expires 
April 29, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2499. Publish  May 14, 21, 
28, June 4, 2009.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 423928
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:WaterColors 
By KB,6864 Calle Altamira, 
Pleasanton Ca 94566 is here-
by registered by the following 
owner(s):
Karen Fleschler, 6864 Calle 
Altamira, Pleasanton CA 
94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on December 
1, 2002
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Karen Fleschler
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 23, 2009. Expires 
April 23, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2500. Publish  May 14, 21, 
28, June 4, 2009.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 423828
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Welcome Home 
Realty, 39 California Ave. Ste 
204C, Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Maria Abker, 2119 Presidio 
Ct., Danville Ca 94526
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on December 
1, 2002
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Maria Abker
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 21, 2009. Expires 
April 21, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2503. Publish  May  21, 28, 
June 4, 11, 2009.  

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT OF USE 

OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME 

FILE NO. 395283 
The following person (s) has 
(have) Abandoned the use 
if the Fictitious Business 
Name: 
Fantast ic Sams, 869 E. 
Stanley Blvd., Livermore Ca 
94550
The Fict i t ious Business 
Names Statement was filed 
on May 1, 2007 in the County 

of Alameda.
Beautanicals Inc., 2658 Lucca 
Court, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Marina Devine
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 12, 2009. Expires May 
12, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2504. Publish May 21, 28, 
June 4, 11, 2009

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.  424945

The following person(s) doing 
business as:Mighty Media 
Partners, 717 Saddleback 
Circle, Livermore Ca 94551 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Quantum Imaging Solutions, 
LLC., 717 Saddleback Circle, 
Livermore Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Scott Pietro
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 19, 2009. Expires May 
19, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2505. Publish  May 28, June 
4, 11, 18, 2009.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.  425053

The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Gelateria 
Americana, 4179 First Street, 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Laura Erickson, 736 W. 
Woodside Ave., MtnHouse 
Ca 95391
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Laura Erickson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 21, 2009. Expires May 
21, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2507. Publish  May 28, June 
4, 11, 18, 2009.    

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.  424048

The following person(s) doing 
business as:Pinkie’s Clean-
ing Service, 273 Rachael 
Place, Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Marcella Lopez, 273 Rachael 
Place, Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Marcella Lopez
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Alameda 
on April 27, 2009. Expires 
April 27, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2508. Publish  May 28, June 
4, 11, 18, 2009.    
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

TO SELL ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES

Date of Filing Application:
APRIL 24, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:
The Name(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:

WINE GROUP LLC THE
The applicants listed above 
are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic bev-
erages at:

4590 TESLA RD
LIVERMORE, CA 94550

For the following type of Li-
cense: 20 OFF-SALE BEER 
AND WINE

Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control 

1515 Clay St, Ste 2208
 Oakland, CA 94612

 (510) 622-4970
The Independent Legal No. 
2501. Publish May 14, 21, 
28, 2009. 

PUBLIC SALE NOTICE
ASSETS OF GLOBAL TOY 

MARKETING, INC.

You are hereby notified that 
we will sell all of Global Toy 
Marketing, Inc.'s assets and 
rights of whatever nature in 
which Aequitas Commercial 
Finance, LLC has a secu-
rity interest, which consist of 
substantially all of Global Toy 
Marketing, Inc.'s assets and 
rights, to the highest qualified 
bidder in public as follows:

Day and date:  
              Monday, June 1, 

2009
Time:    2:00 p.m.
Place:   Courthouse Steps
     Alameda County     Supe-

rior Court
          Gale-Schenone Hall       

of Justice
                5672 Stoneridge 
Drive
              Pleasanton, CA 
94588

Direct inquiries to James Hein 
at Tonkon Torp LLP, (503) 
802-2129.
The Independent Legal No. 
2506. Publish May 28, 2009.
ANIMALS
LOST OR FOUND AN ANI-
MAL? Free Section. Call 
Barbara 243-8000 to place 
an ad.
1) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR  
CAT, for adoption informa-

tion contact  
Valley Humane Society at 

 925 426-8656.
Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market 

at W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and PetCo in San Ramon 
from 11:00 to 3:00.    For 
more information, call TVAR 
at  (925) 803-7043 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org.

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION.  

Call Barbara
925 243-8000 to let 49,118 
households know!
4)FOUND
FOUND  Charcoa l  Grey 
Long Haired Male Cat near 
Madison Ave. Livermore 926 
443-8050
FOUND Small Female Dog in 
Livermore near Springtown/
1st & Southfront.   Call Robin 
916 845-8175

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara  925 243-8000 to let 
49,118 households know!

5)FREE KITTENS
FREE KITTENS to Good 
Home. All Shots & Litterbox 
Trained. 3 Ten-Wk-Old Kit-
tens - Will email Pictures 209 
485-4632
6)LOST
LOST Large Tabby Cat Grey, 
Blk & White Male Vicinity of 
Shore Haven Cir  Livermore 
925 449-4300
LOST Dog Boston Terrier 
13yrs with micro chip. Vicinity 
of Tracy. Call 520-668-4832
AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/
TRUCKS
10)AUTOS WANTED
DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
- Support No Kill Shelters, 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners.  1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)
SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-
243-8000
EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care.  

Light housekeeping  
errands transportation  

meal prep personal care. 
Please fax resume  

925 371-8118
60) BUSINESS OPPORTU-
NITY
ALL CASH VENDING! Be 
Your Own Boss! Your Own Lo-
cal Vending Route. Includes 
25 Machines and Candy for 
$9,995. MultiVend LLC, 1-
888-625-2405. (CAL*SCAN)
$250,000 FIRST YEAR PO-
TENTIAL! More $$, less 
stress, better life. Interna-
tional billion dollar company 
expanding into California. No 
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Gloria Retzlaff-Taylor
Gloria Anne Retzlaff-Taylor 

- visionary, artist, seamstress, and 
planter of vineyards -  established 
Retzlaff Vineyards in Livermore 
with her husband Bob. She died 
May 26, 2009 with her family 
by her side.

She was born June 17, 1935 in 
Leonard, ND to William Charles 
Retzlaff of Stettin, Germany and 
Sigborg Marie Bratland-Retzlaff 
of Mo, Norway.  She was the wife 
of Robert Taylor of Livermore, 
mother of sons Aaron and Noah, 
grandmother to Amelia Isa-
belle, Annette Marta, and Payton 
Brave. She is also survived by 
sisters Joyce Nielsen of Oakland 
and Yvonne Drake of Campbell, 
CA. She loved and cared for her 
family and her community. Hers 
was a bright light that warmed 
us all. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests making a contribution in 
Gloria's name to an arts program 
in Livermore.

A memorial service is being 
planned.

Clifford Alan Cowan
Clifford Alan Cowan was 

born in Berkeley on March 23, 
1934.  He was a resident of 
Pleasanton.  Husband of Nancy 
Cowan died peacefully in his 
home surrounded by his family 
on May 16, 2009.  

Clifford belonged to the Ma-
sonic Lodge #321 and was a 
Shriner with the Novkep Unit.  
He worked as a conductor for 
the railroad for 42 years and was 
very proud to be President of the 
UTU Local #239.  

Clifford will be lovingly re-
membered by his wife Nancy, 
his four daughters and sons-in-
law, Carole and Glen, Vicky and 
Dave, Linda and Eric Suzanne 
and Gary, 9 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren.  A private 
family celebration will be held.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary, Pleasanton.

Norma Marie Swayne
Norma Marie Swayne died 

May 19, 2009. She was born in 
Oakland, CA on May 18, 1919.  
She was the only child of Karl 
and Anna Peterson.

She attended Fremont High 
School and then Mills College 
where she studied music and 
became an accomplished pianist. 
In 1941 Norma met and married 
her husband Bob.  They enjoyed 
67 years of a loving and devoted 
marriage prior to his death in 
2008.

With her deep faith, she led 

by example, teaching and serv-
ing her church to the glory of 
god.  Norma was passionately 
fair-minded, generous with her 
love and affection and always a 
very supportive friend.  She was a 
beautiful and capable woman and 
an unselfish wife and mother who 
believed her most important role 
was to stay at home and take care 
of her husband and family.  

She is survived by her loving 
family, daughter, Linda Knoedler 
(Walt) and son, Robert Swayne 
(Kathy), four granddaughters, 
Karen Pagano, Kathryn Knoedler, 
Elizabeth Piscotty (Mark), Mon-
ica Speckenheuer (Jason), and 
six great grandchildren, Zachary, 
Sarah, Taylor, Kathryn, Alex, and 
Lillian Marie.  Her legacy to her 
family is one of faith, love, gen-
erosity and strength.  

Funeral Services were held 
May 26th in Livermore.  Final 
resting place will be at San Joa-
quin Valley National Cemetery, 
Gustine, CA.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Gail Anne Torell
(Wimmer – Baker)
Gail Anne Torell passed away 

peacefully on May 14, 2009 after 
a heroic battle with melanoma 
in Mt. Mesa, CA.  Formerly 
a resident of both Livermore 
and Pleasanton for over twenty 
years, she was active in the lo-
cal community and loved riding 
her horses in the Pleasanton Fair 
Parade.  Gail was an avid bowler 
and crafts person.  She moved 
with her family to Morro Bay to 
open a fondue restaurant and in 
1977 finally settled in the Lake 
Isabella area.  It was there she 
opened a small family owned 
restaurant “Gail’s Place” with her 
daughter, Liz and served the resi-
dents of the Kern River Valley for 
over 5 years.  She later opened 
“Gails’ Flowers” and traveled the 
state participating in craft fairs.  
In Lake Isabella, she was active 
in the High Sierra Horse Club 
and loved to spend her off time 
traveling with her husband Steve 
in their motor home. 

Gail is preceded in death by 
her parents, James and Eloise 
Perry and her daughter Linda 
Gail Harris.  She is survived 
by her husband Steve Torell, 
daughters Julie (Steven Walsh) 
and Liz (Brian Hartman) and six 
grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.  In addition are 
her brother, Jim Perry and several 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was on 
Friday May 22 at the Christian 
Assembly Church, 12424 Mt. 

Mesa Blvd. Mt. Mesa.

Gertrude N. Clarke 
Our beloved mom passed 

away peacefully on Wednesday, 
May 20, 2009. She was surround-
ed by her family and loved ones. 
She was born Feb. 12, 1923.

Gertrude is survived by her 
three children, Gail and husband 
John Perdue, Marilyn Clarke, 
Brian and wife Barbara Clarke. 
She will be missed by all of her 
grandchildren, Gregory and De-
nise Zamora, Matthew Zamora, 
Natalie and Irwin Acosta, Nicho-
las Perdue and Emy White, 
Michael Clarke and Amanda 
Howard, Julia Clarke, and her 
great-grandchildren Griffin, Can-
non and Barron Zamora. She was 
preceded in death by her husband 
of 58 years, Joseph N. Clarke. 
She is also survived by her sister 
-in-law Arlene Trimlett and many 
nieces and nephews.

Our mom will always be 
remembered by her positive at-
titude, love of family and being a 
woman of style and grace.

The family asks that donations 
be made to Hospice of the East 
Bay 3470 Buskirk Ave., Pleasant 
Hill, CA. 94523 in remembrance 
of her life

For further information please 
call Berge-Pappas-Smith Chapel 
of the Angels 510-656-1226

Joann Margarete Lesico
Joann Margaret Lesico passed 

away on Friday, May 15, 2009 at 
the age of 72. Joann is survived 
by her beloved husband of 48 
years, Jesse Lesico; her devoted 
children, Karen Lesico Chaulet 
(Ken) and David Michael Lesico 
(Amy); her cherished grandchil-
dren, Sophie and Reese Lesico; 
her brother Lloyd Wendland; 
and her cousin, Marlene Gold. 
Joann was preceded in death by 
her parents, Lloyd and Sophie 
Wendland.

Joann was born in Alameda, 
CA and lived most of her life in 
Castro Valley and on the Broken 
Arrow Ranch in the hills south-
east of Livermore, CA.

As a registered nurse at Kai-
ser Oakland for 25 years, Joann 
touched many lives. 

Her enthusiasm for life was 
manifested by her extensive 
traveling with good friends to 
learn about Native American 
and western art, cowboy poetry, 
and California native wildflow-
ers. Joann was a member and 
great supporter of the Oakland 
Museum.

A memorial service celebrat-
ing Joann’s life will take place 
at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the 
Oakland Museum.

Marie Chaparteguy

Marie Chaparteguy, a resi-
dent of Santa Rosa was born in 
France. Marie came to California 
at the age of 23. She was mar-
ried shortly thereafter, raised her 
family, and proved herself in the 
business world. 

She will be remembered for 
her love of people, her garden, 
small children and the stray ani-
mals that were lucky enough to 
be adopted by her.

After 85 full years of life, 
God called her home on May 
19, 2009.

Marie is survived by her 
daughter, Denise Chaparteguy 
of Santa Rosa, CA, her grand-
son, Evan Whitefield, and her 
son, Marcel Chaparteguy of 
Livermore.

To a remarkable lady, a won-
derful mother, You graced the 
lives of all who knew you. You 
will always be  in our hearts.

Kaylynn Yaryan
Kaylynn Yaryan, 25, joined 

her Lord and Savior following 
a head on car accident on Vasco 
Rd. in Livermore on  Friday, 
May 22, 2009.  Kaylynn was 
born 12/19/83 in San Diego.  
She moved to Livermore in 
1998 and attended Livermore 
High School.   She loved the 
beach, the mountains, and road 
trips. Kaylynn’s  joy in life was 
her  son, her  friends and her 
family.   She loved bringing joy 
to everyone she touched.  Her 
job at Hallmark in Livermore 
allowed her to help celebrate 
with everyone she served.   She 
was the world to her son and his 
father, family and friends.  Her 
love and brilliant light will be 
forever missed.

She is survived by her 5 year 
old son Joseph Austin Schweig 
and his father Joseph Alan Sch-
weig, her mother and step-father 
Renee and Jonathon Woodruff,  
her father and step-mother  Tim 
and Jan Yaryan,  brothers  Aaron 
Boyer and Jake Yaryan, step-
brothers Joshua and Michael 
Woodruff, and grandparents 
Sandra and Larry Howard, and  
Del and June Yaryan . 

The family will be setting up a 
trust with Chevron Credit Union 
for Joesph Schweig.  Donations 
can be directed to Joesph Sch-
weig Trust / Cornerstone Fellow-
ship, 348 North Canyon Parkway, 
Livermore, CA, 94551.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary, Pleasanton

Jack Camacho
Thirty-five year Pleasanton 

resident, Jack Camacho, passed 
away on May 21, 2009.  He was 
71 years old.  His loving fam-
ily and friends will miss him 
dearly.

He was the youngest of two 
children, born in Redwood City, 

CA, to parents Christopher and 
Isabel, direct descendents from 
Madrid, Spain.  He graduated 
from Sequoia High School and 
enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corp. in 1956.  His initial 
duty was at Camp Pendleton, 
CA, with the H&S Company, 
2nd Infantry Division.  He com-
pleted his military service as a 
Reservist, and was honorably 
discharged eight years later, on 
August 24, 1964.  After that, he 
went to work for San Francisco 
French Bread Company as a 
Route Sales Driver.  He ran a 
route in San Jose, CA for 29 years 
and retired in 1997.

Jack was an avid 49er fan 
and season ticket holder since 
the days of Kezar Stadium.  He 
even named his lovable Bichon 
Frise dogs, affectionately, “Mon-
tanta” and “Frisco.” Jack’s family 
received a condolence letter on 
behalf of the 49er organization, 
thanking him for his years of 
dedication as a “49er Faithful.”  
In addition to football, he was 
also a Nascar fan and liked #3, 
Dale Earnhardt, especially for his 
nickname, “The Intimidator.” 

He was a beloved husband to 
his wife of 27 years, Farolene 
“Micki” who preceded him in 
death in 1991. He was a devoted 
father to his daughters, Christine 
Ahrens and Jacqueline Cama-
cho, and stepson’s, Kenneth and 
Michael Farr.  He was father in 
law to Jim Ahrens, husband of 
Christine, Karen Farr, wife of 
Kenneth, and Cheryl Farr, wife of 
Michael.  He was a grandfather 
of eight and great grandfather of 
nine.  He especially got a kick 
out of watching his youngest 
granddaughters entertain him by 
singing and dancing.  He enjoyed 
vacations on the California coast 
and summers on the South Shore 
of Lake Tahoe. 

Family and friends are wel-
come to attend a Mass on Thurs-
day, May 28th at 10am in Pleas-
anton at St. Elizabeth Seton, 4001 

Stoneridge Drive, with burial fol-
lowing at St. Augustine Catholic 
Cemetery on 5780 Sunol Blvd.  
In lieu of flowers, the family has 
asked that donations be made to 
the local Valley Humane Society 
or your local S.P.C.A.

Annamarie Kennedy
Annamarie Kennedy passed 

away at her home on May 25, 
2009 after a long and courageous 
battle with cancer.  Her children 
were by her side 

Annamarie was born on July 
16, 1939 and is a fourth genera-
tion of Livermore. She graduated 
from Livermore High School, 
where she met and married her 
high school sweetheart Ron. 
She retired from the Alameda 
County Fair Administration 
office in 1996, but the job she 
loved the most was raising her 
four children. Her favorite hob-
bies included quilting, cooking, 
reading, gardening and most of 
all spending time with her pre-
cious grandchildren.

Annamarie was preceded in 
death by her loving husband;Ron 
Kennedy. She is survived by her 
mother;Renee Lee; her adoring 
children Maryann (Greg) McBee, 
Terri Kennedy, Jon (Katie) Ken-
nedy and Patrick Kennedy, her 
sisters Mary Lattig and Karen 
Wilson and by eight grandchil-
dren.

Annamarie enjoyed life to its 
fullest and will be greatly missed 
by everyone who knew her.  

A celebration of Annamarie’s 
life will be held on Saturday, May 
30, 2009 at 1 p.m. at 676 Vivian 
Dr. Livermore. Burial services 
will be private. In lieu of flowers 
the family respectfully requests 
memorial donations in Annama-
rie’s name be made to Hope 
Hospice, 6500 Dublin Blvd., # 
100, Dublin, CA 94568. 

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.
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pressure checks, WIC food 
supplement programs, pre-
marital blood test, sports/
camp physicals, TB screen-
ing, free transportation avail-
able.    925 462-1755
155)NOTICES
“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSL      B (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”
REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL

HOUSE FOR RENT 
East of Lab $1500/month

 One Monthly Deposit. 
Utilities Included.
 925 447-1749  

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 49,119+ households 
that read the Independent 
find out about it. . To place an 
ad go to  www.independent-
news.com or call Barbara at 
925 243-8000
160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net
165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

ROOM FOR RENT
$550/Month. 

Including Utilities 
Private Dressing Room 

and Shower 
925 447-1749

Large Furnished Room 
For Rent in Livermore.

$695.00 month,
h t t p : / / w w w .
w a l k a b l o c k . c o m 
/Apt/ForRent.htm for pic-
tures

 Call 925 373 4816
RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE By Advertis-
ing with The Independent 
reaching over 49,119 homes 
and businesses with your ad 
placement. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000
170)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE
BUYER’S MARKET. New 
Mexico. Ranch Dispersal. 
140 acres - $89,900. River Ac-
cess. Northern New Mexico. 
Cool 6,000’ elevation with 
stunning views. Great tree 
cover including Ponderosa, 
rolling grassland and rock out-
croppings. Abundant wildlife, 
great hunting. EZ terms. Call 
NML&R, Inc. 1-866-360-5263. 
(CAL*SCAN)
LAND FORECLOSURES 
IN NEW MEXICO! From as 
low as $19,995 for 10+/-acre, 
phone, electric close, views. 
Guaranteed financing, low 
down! Going Fast! 888-812-
5830. www.SWProperties.
com (CAL*SCAN)
20 ACRE RANCHES!! $0 
down!! Near Booming El 
Paso, Texas. $15,900. $159 
/ month! (10%/209 months) 
Beautiful Views. Money Back 
Guarantee. Owner Financing. 
Free Maps/Pictures. 800-343-
9444. (CAL*SCAN)
BANK FORECLOSURE 
COLORADO RANCH  40 
acres $29,900 Clean Title,  
Warranty Deed. Enjoy 300 
days of sunshine. Rocky  
Mtn. views, uti l i t ies. Ex-
cel lent Financing!  Cal l 
Today! 1-866-696-5263 x 
4938. www.ColoradoLand 
Bargains.com (CAL*SCAN)
SERVICES
176)BUSINESS SERVICES
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com
DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)
NEWS RELEASE? Cost-ef-
ficient service. The California 
Press Release Service has 
500 current daily, weekly and 
college newspaper contacts 
in California. FREE email bro-
chure. Call (916) 288-6010. 
www.CaliforniaPressRelease 
Service.com (CAL*SCAN)
180)FINANCIAL SERVICES
AMERICAN TAX RELIEF. 
Settle IRS Back Taxes * Do 
You Owe Over $15,000? 
If So...Call us Now! * Free 
Consultation *. For Less Than 
What You Owe! Stop Wage 
Garnishments! Remove Bank 
Levies Tax Levies & Property 
Seizures! Stop Payment Plans 
That Get you Nowhere! Settle 
State and Business Payroll 
Tax Problems Eliminate Pen-
alties, Interest Charges & Tax 
Liens! * Settle IRS Back Taxes 
* No Obligation! Confidential! 
Call American Tax Relief 1-
800-496-9891 * Free Consul-
tation * (CAL*SCAN)
CREDIT CARD RELIEF. 
*Free Consultation * Save 
Thousands of Dollars. Out of 
Debt in Months! Avoid Bank-
ruptcy! Credit Card Relief. 
NOT A High Priced Consolida-
tion Company or A Consumer 
Credit Counseling Program. 
Call Credit Card Relief 1-866-
479-5353. * Free Consultation 
* (CAL*SCAN)
185)LEGAL SERVICES

Eviction for Landlord’s  
Only Michael Notaro, Esq. 
(510) 522-2666 Visit:www.

notarolaw.com
190)POOL SERVICES

 POOL SERVICE

SPARKLE  POOL
Weekly Pool & Spa Maint .
Equipment Install  & Repair

Pool Inspections 
925-577-7111

License #537418
195)SCHOOLS/EDUCA-
TION
HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAIN-
ING. Job placement assis-
tance. Call 888-210-4534. 
Northern California College of 
Construction. (CAL*SCAN)

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

10 Questions to Ask Before 
Buying a Condo

By Cher Wollard
Condominiums are bargain properties these days. 
While the market for entry-level detached homes in the Tri-Valley 

is heating up, condominiums, townhouses and patio-style homes are 
attracting less attention.

That’s good news for prospective buyers. But before rushing 
out to invest your hard-earned money in a bargain-priced condo, 
follow the advice of the Bay East Association of Realtors and do 
your homework.

Bay East recommends buyers ask plenty of questions of the condo 
board. In so doing, you will also learn how responsive and organized 
its members are.

The right responses may put you at ease about the place you plan 
to call home. The wrong responses could be a warning that you will 
find it difficult to finance your purchase.

Jennifer Branchini, a Realtor with Prudential California Realty 
in Pleasanton agrees.

“So many condo buyers are FHA buyers,” she noted. The Federal 
Housing Administration requires condos be located in developments 
on their approved list before mortgages will be issued on them. “If 
the complex is not approved, the buyers cannot go that route.” 

The 10 questions Bay East recommends you – or your agent – ask 
before purchasing are:

1. What percentage of units is owner-occupied? What percentage 
is tenant-occupied?

Generally, the higher the percentage of owner-occupied units, the 
more marketable the units will be at resale.

Besides, some lenders will not approve mortgages for units in 
complexes with low owner-occupancy rates. 

In this market, it’s even important to check the ratios on new 
construction. Some builders were unable to sell all their units before 
the market slowed, and so are renting them out. 

2. What covenants, bylaws and restrictions govern the prop-
erty? 

What is the policy on pets, for example? Are there age restrictions? 
Limits on visitor parking? 

What are the rules about decorations on doors and/or windows? 
Some complexes won’t allow you to do laundry or play music after 
10 p.m.

What grandfather clauses are in place?
You may find, for instance, that original owners are permitted to 

rent out their units, but those who seek to buy into the complex after 
a certain date won’t be allowed to.

Ask for a copy of the bylaws to determine if you can live within 
them. You may even want to have your attorney review property 
documents, including the master deed.

3. How much does the association keep in reserve and how is that 
money being invested?

Smart associations keep adequate reserves to cover future repairs, 
such as roof replacement, pool repairs and repaving of parking 
lots.

“For today’s world, the big questions are about REOs (bank-
owned properties),” Branchini said. “If there are several properties 
in foreclosure in a complex, that could be a problem, because those 
(former owners) probably haven’t paid their assessments.”

4. Do association assessments keep pace with the rate of infla-
tion? 

This is not a big problem now, when inflation is stagnant, but 
check the associations past performance. 

Many boards raise assessments a certain percentage each year to 
build reserves. To determine if the assessment is reasonable, compare 
the rate to others in the area.

5. What does and doesn’t the assessment cover—common area 
maintenance, landscaping, recreational facilities, trash collection?

Most complexes will pay for exterior repairs, for example, while 
homeowners are expected to maintain the interiors themselves. 

6. What special assessments have been mandated in the past five 
years? How much was each owner responsible for? 

Some special assessments are unavoidable. But repeated, ex-
pensive assessments could be a red flag about the condition of the 
building or the board’s fiscal policy.

7. How much turnover occurs in the building?
People move for lots of reasons – marriage, divorce, the birth 

of a child or a job change – but if the rate at which people leave 
the complex appears excessive, it may indicate it is not a pleasant 
place to live.

8. Is the project in litigation? 
When builders or homeowners are involved in a lawsuit, reserves 

can be depleted quickly.
9. Is the developer reputable? 
This is especially important for newer developments. How well 

building age depend in part on how well constructed they are in the 
first place.

Find out what other projects the developer has built and visit one 
if you can. Ask residents about their perceptions. 

Request an engineer’s report for developments that have been 
converted from other uses such as rental apartments to determine 
what shape the building is in. 

If the roof, windows, and exterior aren’t in good repair, they 
become the owners’ problems once they buy.

10. Are multiple associations involved in the property? 
In very large developments, umbrella associations, as well as the 

smaller association into which you’re buying, may require separate 
assessments.

Branchini recommends would-be purchasers ask their questions 
early.

“Homeowners associations can take a long time to get documents 
to you,” she noted.

Livermore, Pleasanton and Dublin have a total of 125 attached 
homes on the Multiple Listing Service this week, plus new construc-
tion, ranging from under $100,000 to over $600,000. So buyers 
plenty of options.

“I do think it’s a good time to buy a condominium,” Branchini 
said. “There’s great affordability, especially for first-time homebuy-
ers who may be skeptical about getting into the single-family home 
market, or maybe they are looking for low maintenance.

“I have seen the activity out there pick up, so I’m cautiously 
optimistic. People are excited because the prices are great.”

Do you have questions about local real estate matters you would 
like to see covered in this space? E-mail your questions to cherw@
windermere.com 

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home Realty, Livermore.

Photography Exhibit at Windermere
Works by photographic artists using a variety of images, styles 

and techniques are on display at Windermere Welcome Home Realty, 
Livermore, now through July 31.

A reception with the artists – Walter Davies, Julie Wright, Den-
nis Vied, Bill Hackett and Natalia Matthews Aasen – will be held 
Thursday, June 4, from 5-7 p.m. The public is invited.

The Windermere office is located at 1790 First Street, Livermore. 
Viewing is during regular business hours or by appointment. 

For information, contact Cher Wollard at 925 824-4824 or ch-
erw@windermere.com.
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Las Positas College in Livermore held a ribbon cutting ceremony last week for its new Aquatics 
Center. The $13,500,000 project was designed by WLC Architects of Emeryville and was constructed 
by Robert A. Bothman, Inc. of San Jose. The Center includes a competition pool and a recreational 
pool as well as a pool house to accommodate the College's competitive instructional and 
recreational programs. The Aquatics Center was funded by Measure B and is LEED Silver. 
 

Towne Center Books
Towne Center Books events:
Wed., June 3,  Read It and Eat with 

David Ebershoff, 19th Wife. Reservations 
required.  The paperback version goes 
on sale June 2. Lunch is free with the 
purchase of a hardback copy.   19th Wife 
when it is available the price is $20  for 
the book and lunch.  Lunch is at 12:00.  
Social time is 11:30.

Wed., June 10th, 11:00 Coffee/ 
Tea with Lisa See.  Lisa's newest book 
Shanghai Girl. This is a free event but 
reservations are helpful.

Monday, June 22, 12:00 Stan Gold-
berg, author of Listening is an Act of Love.  
Free. Reservations helpful.

Tues., June 30 10:30, coffee/ tea with 
Ayelet Waldman author of Bad Mother.  
Free.  Reservations helpful.

Towne Center Books at 555 Main 
St., Pleasanton. 

Teen Reading Program
Teens entering grades 6-12 are 

invited to participate in the Livermore 
Public Library’s Teen Summer Reading 
program, “Express Yourself @ Your Li-
brary,” to be held from June 12 to August 
15.  Participating teens are invited to 
read for pleasure, discuss books online, 
win prizes, and attend special events.  A 
grand prize drawing will be held at the 
end of the program.  

Beginning June 12, teens can sign 
up to participate in the Teen Summer 
Reading program at any Livermore Public 
Library location.  Participants will receive 
a “How to Play” flyer and an email invita-
tion to login to BookSprouts, an online 
book discussion interface, which they can 
access from their home computer or from 
a library computer.  Upon logging into 
BookSprouts, teens can discuss books 
and post recommendations as part of 
the “Express Yourself @ Your Library” 
program.

 In addition to the summer reading 
program, teens are invited to become 
a Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) for the 
children’s summer reading game, “Be 
Creative @ Your Library.”   

For more information about Library 
summer reading programs for all ages, 
teen volunteer opportunities, or teen 
events, please visit the Library website 
at www.livermore.lib.ca.us, or call Sandy 
at 925-373-5500 ext. 5583. 

Late Wildflowers
Late Spring Wildflowers is the topic of 

a program to be hosted by the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District ranger 
staff  on Sat., May 30. Meet Ranger Amy 
Wolitzer at 10 a.m. at the Wetmore Road 

entrance to Sycamore Grove Park. 
Participants explore another hillside 

and catch the last spring blooms. If seeds 
are ready, participants might gather some 
for planting next year in a small but grow-
ing native plant nursery. The full hike will 
be about five miles with some moderately 
steep climbs. If five miles sounds too long 
for you, please join anyway and feel free 
to head back when you begin to tire. The 
hike will last about two hours. 

 There is a $3 per vehicle parking fee. 
A $2 donation is requested to help support 
the programs. Participants may call 925-
960-2400 for more information. 

Learn Italian and French 
Enrollments are open for 2009 sum-

mer courses in first-semester Italian and 
French at Las Positas College, Livermore. 
All adults, whether registered Las Positas 
students or not, may take advantage of 
this intensive summer program. The 
classes are worth five college credits and 
last eight weeks. Students may take the 
classes for a grade or for credit/no-credit. 
High-school students age fifteen and older 
may also enroll. 

Classes begin on June 14 and end on 
August 7: Italian 1A – Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings, from 6:30 
p.m. to 9:55 p.m. French 1A – Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings,  from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:55 p.m.

Students can register on-line at www.
laspositascollege.edu or in person at 
the Office of Admissions and Records, 
Building 700, Las Positas College, 3000 
Campus Hill Drive, Livermore.

For more information, contact the For-
eign Language Department at Las Positas 
College, (925) 424-1212 or csuarez@
laspositascollege.edu.

Volunteer Opportunities
Anyone looking for a volunteer op-

portunity in a historic setting, the Alviso 
Adobe Community Park on Foothill Road 
or the Museum On Main Street, 603 
Main Street, in Pleasanton may be just 
the places.  

Volunteer opportunities are avail-
able at the Alviso Adobe Community 
Park for gardens, costumes, exhibits, 
displays, tools, maintenance, electrical, 
painting, metal work, carpentry, historical 
research, tour guides, naturalists, crafts, 
re-enactors, park greeters, office work and 
special events. 

Volunteer opportunities are available 
at the Museum On Main Street for actors, 
tour guides, models for fashion show, 
crafts teachers, office, greeters, special 
events, gift shop, facility maintenance, 

computer technology, collections, ar-
chives, exhibits, research, graphic design 
and safety and security.

Applications are available at Pleasan-
ton's Museum On Main and the Pleasanton 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Avenue. Ongoing 
training Sessions will be conducted for 
all volunteers. The volunteer program is 
jointly managed by the City of Pleasan-
ton and Pleasanton’s Museum On Main 
Street.

For more information and an appli-
cation form for either location, contact 
Heather H. Rizzoli, volunteer coordinator, 
Museum On Main Street (925) 462-2766, 
email volunteers@museumonmain.org.  
Volunteer application forms are available 
at www.museumonmain.org.

The Great Give
On May 29th, the CPA-firm of 

Armanino McKenna will close its of-
fices for the day as more than 275 of its 
employees fan out across the Bay Area to 
volunteer at 16 nonprofits participating in 
the company’s “Great Give.”

Armanino McKenna’s ‘Great Give’ 
will celebrate volunteerism by giving back 
to the community as Armanino employees 
make crafts to decorate an infirmary for 
children’s summer camp, provide main-
tenance work, sort food in a warehouse, 
teach at an elementary school, feed the 
homeless, restore a garden, play games 
with seniors and do other projects at Bay 
Area nonprofits.

For the firm, it was quite an endeavor 
to arrange and coordinate projects that 
would touch all parts of the community 
and reach across the Bay Area. 

Participating nonprofits are the Boys & 
Girls Club of Silicon Valley, Second Har-
vest Food Bank, Hidden Villa, Humane 
Society of Silicon Valley, Loaves and 
Fishes, Taylor Family Foundation, Fos-
ter a Dream, Junior Achievement, Anka 
Behavioral Health, John Muir Natural 
Historic Site: The O’Neill House, Tony 
La Russa’s Animal Rescue Foundation, 
Lincoln Child Center, Glide Memorial 
Church, Meals on Wheels, Dolores Street 
Community Services, and Catholic Youth 
Charities.

Elaine Taylor, president and co-found-
er of the Taylor Family Foundation, said 
The Great Give sends the right message 
at the right time.

“In this economic climate that we are 
currently in, we are relying heavily on vol-
unteer community partners like Armanino 
McKenna to help keep our Camp Arroyo 
a beautiful, healthy and a safe place for 
these children,” said Taylor. “It is because 
of their participation and support that 
we can provide camp free of charge to 
children with life-threatening illnesses 
and developmental disabilities.”

Senior Scams
Scams targeting senior citizens have 

become commonplace, as this age group 
often has good credit, assets and can be 
perceived as open and trusting. The Con-
tractors State License Board is partnering 
with Senior Services of the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District to 
offer a presentation to help seniors and 
those who work with seniors learn how 
to safeguard their hard-earned money 
from scams.

“Senior Scam Stopper,” presented by 

the Contractors State License Board and 
State Senator Loni Hancock, is a free 
seminar from a panel of experts on how 
seniors can protect themselves against 
fraud. Topics covered will include home 
improvement, auto repairs, financial fraud, 
insurance fraud, telecommunication and 
consumer fraud.

Experts invited to speak at the event 
include the Department of Consumer 
Affairs Bureau of Automotive Repair, 
Department of Corporations, Department 
of Insurance, Public Utilities Commission, 

Federal Trade Commission, the Livermore 
Police Department and a representative 
from Assemblywoman Joan Buchanan’s 
office.

The seminar will be held from 10 a.m. 
to noon Friday, May 29, at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East 
Ave., Livermore. The seminar is free to 
attend, but attendees are asked to reserve 
a spot by calling 510-286-1333.
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By Ron McNicoll 
 "Studying the creek, helping take care of it, it can be the jewel of Pleasanton," 

said Rees Estrada. 
The Amador Valley High School sophomore was talking about the Arroyo Del 

Valle, which was flowing very lazily behind him, not far from the Pleasanton Hotel, 
on a sunny, pleasant morning one day last week. 

Estrada was there with about a dozen other students who visit the arroyo six times 
a year as part of Amador biology teacher Eric Thiel's class.  The class samples the 
water for its turbidity, oxygen content and other indicators of how healthy or sick it 
is as an environment for insects, fish and plants. 

Thiel's classes have been taking samples from the arroyo since 1994. However, 

Teens Show 
Youngsters How To Be 

Arroyo Stewards 
(continued on page 4)
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Marylin 
Avenue School 

Celebrates 
50 Years

By Patricia Koning  
According to 50wishes.com, 

turning 50 is about marking your 
place in the world, connecting 
with friends and family, and mak-
ing wishes come true. That pretty 
much describes how Marylin Ave-
nue Elementary School celebrated 
its golden birthday on Wednesday, 
May 20.

Back in 1959 when Marylin 
first opened its doors, Dwight 
Eisenhower was president, Alaska 
and Hawaii received statehood, 
Rod Serling’s Twilight Zone de-
buted on television, and monkeys 
were flying in space. Much has 
changed since then, but some 
traditions at Marylin Avenue have 
remained the same. 

“I believe Marylin Avenue is 
Livermore’s best kept secret,” said 
principal Jeff Keller, speaking at 
the 50th anniversary celebration. 
“I’m incredibly proud to be princi-
pal and a parent of two boys here. 
I think everyone, past and present, 
should take great pride in being 
part of this community.”

The school community took 
the day of May 20, which hap-
pened to be Keller’s birthday, to 
celebrate. The morning kicked off 
with a “Students Committed to 
Excellence” assembly followed by 
student-led school tours. 

The evening program began 
with remarks by Keller and a 
slideshow of principals, staff, stu-
dents, and Marylin itself over the 
last 50 years. The old hairstyles 

and fashions elicited laughs from 
the students while photographs of 
previous principal Joe Turnage, 
Madonna Nichols, and Keller 
received cheers. 

Next, the Marylin school choir, 
directed by Sharon Abri and Clara 
Yen, sang the “Marylin Avenue 
School Song” and “La Primav-
era”. The Marylin Avenue school 
orchestra and band, comprised 
of current and former Marylin 
students, performed a number of 
songs including “Kookaburra” and 
“American Salute."

Finally, Marylin Avenue alum-
nus Steve Powell, also known as 
The Singing Winemaker, took the 
stage with two friends. “I’ve been 
on this stage in every stage of my 
life,” he said. “In the second grade 
I was out here in green tights as a 
Christmas elf. In the fourth grade 
I played John Sutter in a California 
history play.”

Powell led the audience in sing-
ing Happy Birthday to Keller. He 
then dedicated Crosby, Stills, and 
Nash’s “Teach the Children” to all 
the Marylin Avenue School chil-
dren, which include his son, nieces, 
and nephews. The audience sang 
along with John Denver’s “Coun-
try Road” and Powell closed the 
show with Norman Greenbaum’s 
“Spirit in the Sky.”

After the performances, the 
students burst out of the school’s 
multipurpose room to unveil the 
new tile wall. Every student and 
staff member made a tile, which 
were placed randomly along the 

walls of Marylin’s two main class-
room buildings. 

In recent years, Marylin has 
had many reasons for pride. The 
school, which entered program 
improvement in 2006 after failing 
to meet targets, increased its API 
score by more than 90 points over 
two years. Their performance was 
chronicled by Chico State Univer-
sity professor Victoria Bernhardt in 
her book “Data, Data Everywhere: 
Bringing All the Data Together 
for Continuous School Improve-
ment.”

In the similar schools reports 
released by the California Depart-
ment of Education last Friday, 
Marylin was ranked in the top 20% 
of schools in its class statewide. 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Students checked out the new tile wall (lower, right); attended 
an assembly (top left), and provided entertainment (lower left)  
during the 50th birthday celebration at Marylin Avenue Elementary 
School.
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The Pleasanton PTA Council was recognized as the Outstanding PTA Council for all of California at the California 
State PTA Convention on May 2, 2009, in San Jose.  The Pleasanton PTA Council was recognized for its many 
achievements over the past year in the following areas: Membership Creativity; Outreach; Parent Involvement; 
Teachers, Administrators & Staff Involvement; Student Involvement; and Advocacy Efforts.  Notable activities 
include the Excellence In Education Award Program, the Wellness Committee’s “Rethink Your Drink” program 
for students, the Speakers Series Program in partnership with Amador Valley Adult Education, and the Council’s 
advocacy efforts with the “Flunk the Budget” campaign and a local school board candidates’ forum. Accepting the 
award was Joan Laursen, President Pleasanton PTA Council, Jodie Vashistha, President of Fairlands Elementary 
PTA, Kim Chew, Executive Vice President of Pleasanton PTA Council and Dr. John Casey, Pleasanton Unified 
School District Superintendant.

The Pleasanton PTA Council 
and the Pleasanton Unified School 
District will hold the 19th Annual 
Excellence in Education Awards 
ceremony on Wednesday, June 
3, 4 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Hopyard and Del Valle 
Parkway, Pleasanton.  

The Pleasanton Unified School 
District honors teachers and staff.  
This year the the PTA Council 

and PUSD are recognizing Am-
ber Azevedo (Amador Valley 
High School), Jonathan Grantham 
(Amador Valley High School), 
Linda Gullick (Foothill High 
School), Lauren Gustafson (Foot-
hill High School), Kelly Maher 
(Hearst Elementary School), Inga 
Mannion (Hart Middle School), 

Donna May (Lydiksen El-
ementary School), Lisa O’Connor 

(Alisal Elementary School), Kevin 
O’Dea (Harvest Park Middle 
School), Renee Vernon (Walnut 
Grove Elementary School), San-
tos Castro (Pleasanton Middle 
School), Jennifer Roush (Foothill 
High School), Debbie Scott (Alisal 
Elementary School), and Charles 
Schaff (Lydiksen Elementary 
School).

Excellence in Education Awards to Be Presented
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last week's visit was special. It 
marked the first time that Amador's 
students became teachers them-
selves. Third-grade classes from 
Alisal and Lydiksen elementary 
schools showed up for two sepa-
rate sessions. 

The idea came from Alisal 
teacher Kris Borchers, who read 
Thiel's Project Creek Watch web 
page at http://pleasanton.k12.
ca.us/avhsweb/thiel/creek/index.
html. Borchers wanted to teach 
her third-graders about water, and 
reached Thiel to set up the learning 
experience. 

Although it might look like 
third-graders are too young to be 
understudies to the high school 
students, the children were ready 
for the teaching. 

Sophomore Will Ludington said 
that he was "surprised at how much 
the third-graders know. A girl knew 
what turbidity and hydrogen ions 
are." 

Lisa O'Connor, an Alisal teacher 
who was present along with Borch-
ers, said that they used Thiel's web 
page to help orient the children to 
the technical terms. They learned 
about such things as PH factor 
(the acid-alkali balance in water) 
and turbidity (measurable murki-

ness of water) to get ready for the 
excursion. 

There was also an orientation 
for them at the small park on Santa 
Rita Road and Stanley Boulevard, 
which has the stairway that leads 
down to the arroyo study area. 
Teachers spoke, as did a Zone 7 
Water Agency staff member Sarah 
Gamez. 

PLASTIC WADERS, 
COMPUTERS HELP OUT 
 The high school students set 

up three stations along the creek. 
At the first, three boys in plastic 
waders were looking to scoop up 
black bass, bluegill and carp. They 
wanted to see the size and appear-
ance of the fish, to see how well the 
water is supporting them. 

Turning away from them, and 
continuing down the stream-side 
path, everyone was greeted by two 
impromptu cheerleaders, Anna 
Rana and Nehal Tenany. They 
formed their arms into an arch over 
the walkers, and gave the cheer, 
"You say bio, we say fun! You say 
creek, we say fun!" 

About 40 feet downstream at 
station 2, students were looking 
among rocks for insect larvae. 
Thiel said that the larvae popula-
tion is a good indicator of pollu-

tion, because certain species, such 
as the caddis fly, are very sensitive 
to toxic elements in the water. 

Over at station 3 on the creek, 
the modern era kicked in. Three 
notebook computers were set up 
on a portable table. A couple of 
students took small nets, with vials 
attached to the net bottoms, dipped 
them in the creek, and gave the vi-
als to another student. 

Using a sensor hooked up to 
the computer, the student was able 
to read a software program's data 
about such things as murkiness and 
oxygen content, and log it in as part 
of the study. 

 CLASS VIGILANCE 
AIDS CREEK 

 Overall, the creek has been 
improving since the first class 
visited 15 years ago. Some of that 
has happened through the class's 
own efforts. 

Ten years ago, the creekside 
visitors could see soap suds rising 
two feet from the water's surface. 
They traced it to a band-benefit 
carwash at Amador, which is one 
block from the creek. The water 
got to the creek via the storm 
drains. 

The car washers were using the 

wrong kind of soap, so the class 
set the school straight about the 
impacts. 

The students have less control 
over other pollution, some of it 
much more serious. A few years 
ago, someone spilled an herbicide 
on a city street, and hosed it into 
a storm drain. That, too, went 
through the storm drains, and 
into the arroyo, where it killed 
at least hundreds of fish, if not 
thousands. 

Thiel has let Zone 7 and the 
city know about other serious 
problems, too. However, people 
still use the arroyo as a dump, ap-
parently in some kind of belief that 
no one lives there. The Amador 
students know better. They see the 
bugs and fish every time they go 
there. The students are the people 
who have to clean up the garbage, 
old tires, and re-bar concrete that 
careless people throw in. 

"Our net goal is to instill some 
sense of responsibility. We want to 
make the arroyo as healthy as we 
can make it," said Thiel. 

Several students said that by 
giving the third-graders the tour, 
they feel they are helping to set up 
a sense of stewardship about the 
arroyo, which can continue when 

Anna Vickroy and ultra-spec-
tive photography have completed 
an extensive community art proj-
ect that examines the graduating 
class of 2009 in the San Francisco 
Bay Area and the impact they 
will have on our culture.  This 
photographic essay observes who 
these individuals are, what they 
believe will change their future 
for the better, and how they will 
lead our tomorrow.

“From Endings to New Begin-
nings” has been published and 
is due for release on May 29th, 
2009.  Panama Red Coffee Com-
pany in downtown Livermore,  
ill host the celebration of the 
graduating youth, the impact they 
will have on our community, and 
the possibilities they hold within 
them.  The event will be held 
from 5:30pm to 8:30pm. Music 
by Bones & Quigley will start at 
8:00pm.  

In addition to celebrating this 
generation and the future,  ultra-
spective is also looking to change 
the present by inviting everyone 
to contribute ideas of how to make 
changes for the better within our 
community, country, or world.   
These ideas will be compiled and 
set to local, state, and national 
agencies for consideration.   

A $30 contribution will be 
made to charity with every $40 
purchase of "From Endings to 
New Beginnings." Students ob-
served in the book will have the 
opportunity to determine where 
funds are donated.  All additional 
donations will be donated to Now 
I Lay Me Down To Sleep. For 
more information, please contact 
ultra-spective photography at 
925-449-9879.

CREEK

Books 
Examines 
the Class 
of 2009

Students took samples of water from the arroyo.
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Pleasanton Art League with host its 40th Annual Art Show at the Alviso Adobe May 29, 30 and 31, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  A reception and awards ceremony will be held Saturday, May 30 at 2 p.m. The 
show will be open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., May 29 - 31.  The Alviso Adobe is located at 3465 Old 
Foothill Road, Pleasanton. The photo was taken at last year's show. For information, go to www.
PAL-ART.com. Photo was taken at last year's show.

ActSmART Children’s Theater 
invites East Bay youth to register 
for its 2009 Summer Theatre 
Camp. 

ActSmART Children’s Theater 
is a division of SmARTSunlimited. 
It  has built a  reputation of integ-
rity, dependability, quality and 
innovation with its exceptional 
education programs located in 
Livermore.  ActSmART Children’s 
Theater has been established since 
1995.

This summers production is 
Pirates of Penzance, a Gilbert 
and Sullivan musical full of zany, 
swash buckling fun for both boys 
and girls.  Set designs are by An-
drea Bechert from Chicago,  who 
in collaboration with the producer 
Deborah McQueen, will be build-
ing a ship that opens up and rotates 
into various scenic elements

The camp is held in the Both-
well Arts Center, which will be 
outfitted like an underground 
pirate’s lair.  Children will be given 
eye patches, a head bandanna, and 
pirate jewelry on their first day.  
Once the students have built their 
sets and learned their lines, the 
show is moved to the Bankhead 
Theater. Tickets to performances 
are sold to the public. 

Students not only learn the art 
of acting on stage from seasoned 
professionals, but enjoy the cre-
ative endeavor of designing the 
sets, props, costumes, commercials 
and programs for the musical. 
Students will study sewing in the 
company’s sewing lab, and prop 
making in their art lab.  . 

Children can be enrolled for the 
social aspects of the camp without 
having to act.  For those who do 

or role(s) they wish to learn.  Some 
students perform up to 8 rolls in 
the 3 days.  Many ACT students 
stay with the program for years, 
moving up from ensemble players 
to full leads. 

Hot lunches from local restau-
rants are brought to the students 
every day. A party trailer is ready 
for them to watch their favorite 
pirate movies or simply take a 
break from the summer heat while 
they are at the parks.  Students 
also make their own radio com-
mercials to advertise and promote 
their show. There are field trips, 
as well.

In addition to the summer the-
ater program SmARTSunlimited 
also offers music, film, art and 
tutoring  throughout the year.  For 
more information go to www.
SmARTSunlimited or call925-
245-0283.

  
A free concert of light 

music will be presented at 
Our Savior Lutheran Min-
istries on Sunday, May 31 
at 3:00 pm.  

The concert will feature 
choir and handbell groups, 
as well as a piano duet, 
guitar solo and brass en-
semble. 

The music will be eclec-
tic, ranging from Bach to 
Gospel and even Swing.

The church is located at 
1385 So. Livermore Avenue. 
For information, call 447-
1246, ext. 231. 

 

Art League's 40th 
Anniversary Show

want to act, there are a multitude 
of opportunities. Students are not 
required to audition for their parts. 
Instead the students choose the role 

Public Invited 
to 'Concert of 
Light Music'

Summer Theater Camp has Pirates Theme
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Soul Sauce, a  Latin Jazz Band will perform at the Pleasanton Public 
Library on Sun., May 31 from 2 to 3 p.m. 

The band draws on the rich body of Afro-Cuban and Brazilian-influ-
enced jazz, as well as incorporating original works. 

 The 5-piece group uses Jon Eriksen’s vibe’s as its focus, with sup-
port from Curt Moore’s tasteful drums, with Rich Kuhns on piano, Rich 
Girard on bass, and Michaelle Goerlitz on congas. The versatile vibist is 
also an accomplished jazz harmonica player, with a Toots Thielemans-
influenced sound.   

The program is free and open to all. No registration required. 
The Friends of the Pleasanton Library are sponsoring the program. 

For more information, call Penny Johnson, 931-3405. 

The Pleasanton Downtown 
Association will be shifting 
into high gear on June 3 with 
its second 1st Wednesday 
Street Party. Festivities for 
"Jump into Summer" will be 
from 6-9 p.m. in downtown 
Pleasanton.   This month’s 
featured band is The Cocktail 
Monkeys. 

Vendor booths will be set 
up along Main Street by a wide 
variety of businesses.  Local 
shops, businesses and restau-
rants will be open.  Local com-
munity and nonprofit groups 
will provide information about 
their organizations. 

A beer and wine garden 
will be located in the parking 
lot of Round Table Pizza. A 
wide selection of beers will be 
available for purchase as well 
as wines from members of the 
Livermore Valley Winegrow-
ers Association. 

Main Street will be closed 
from St. John Street to Old 
Bernal Avenue from 5 to 10 
p.m. There will be plenty of 
off-Main Street parking avail-
able. 

For more information, visit 

Nationally acclaimed cowboy entertainer Dave Stamey will per-
form at the Livermore Public Library Civic Center, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3.  There is no charge for this 
event.

Dave has been a cowboy, a mule packer, a dude wrangler, and is 
now one of the most popular Western entertainers working today.  
Cowboys and Indians Magazine has called him “the Charley Rus-
sell of Western Music.” He was twice voted Entertainer of the Year, 
three times Male Performer of the Year and twice Songwriter of the 
Year by the Western Music Association, and received the Will Rog-
ers Award from the Academy of Western Artists.  Dave is always a 
favorite entertainer at the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering and at 
other gatherings around the West.

The Friends of the Livermore Library have underwritten this pro-
gram as part of the Friends Authors and Arts Series.   For additional 
events, check the library’s website at www.livermore.lib.ca.us..

                                      

 By Janet Armantrout
The audience at the Amador 

Theater in Pleasanton last Fri-
day was treated to a snapshot of 
musical theater as the Tri-Valley 
Repertory's Broadway Chorus not 
only sang favorites from Broadway 
musicals, but offered little nuggets 
of information about the music. 

For example, who knew that af-
ter completing Brigadoon, Loewe 
was heard to say as long as he lived 
he would never work with Lerner 
again. Of course, they did, reach-
ing the pinnacle of their partner-
ship with My Fair Lady.

Another tidbit is that the musi-
cal Sunday in the Park with George 
was inspired by the painting, "A 
Sunday Afternoon on the Island of 
La Grande Jatte" by Seurat.

The evening offered something 
for everyone. Performed were a 
wide variety of choruses ranging 
from Prologue to Sweeney Todd, 
which debuted in 1979, to as early 
as 1924 with The Student Prince. 
The evening opened with a rousing 

chorus of Oklahoma and conclud-
ed with a stirring performance of 
Make Our Garden Grow featuring 
Owens and Matteucci.

In between were selections 
from such musicals as Brigadoon, 
the Sound of Music, Annie Get 
Your Gun and the rousing drinking 
song from The Student Prince. One 
of the highlights was the perfor-
mance of "Sunday" from Sunday 
in the Park with George just prior 
to intermission. 

It's hard to list all of the great 
numbers by well known writers 
and composers. Featured were 
works by Rodgers and Hammer-
stein, Lerner and Loewe, G & I 
Gershwin, Sondheim, I. Berlin,  
Loesser, and Bernstein.

In addition to the adult chorus, a 
group of young singers entertained 
with their renditions of songs such 
as "I Won't Grow Up," from Peter 
Pan, "So Long, Farewell" from 
the Sound of Music and "Consider 
Yourself at Home" from Oliver.

Guest dancers Sasha Etchelecu 

and student Eric Rhodes added to 
the evening with their performance 
during "Quiet Night" from On Your 
Toes. Accompanist Daniel Lockert 
performed a sparkling version of 
Slaughter on 10th Avenue. Tenor 
John Owens performed as a guest 
soloist on many numbers.

It was the type of program 
that was audience friendly. Even 
the glitches added to the fun. For 
example, the young singers were 
unable to adjust the microphones. 
To the rescue, came musical direc-
tor Jenny Matteucci, who accepted 
the accolades of the audience with 
kisses and bows. One of the nar-
rators came out a little early. He 
quipped when his turn came, "I 
was a little too enthusiastic."

It was just the kind of evening 
that sends the audience home with 
smiles on their faces, humming a 
favorite tune.

Isa Stenzel-Byrnes and Ana 
Stenzel, co-authors of The Power 
of Two: A Twin Triumph over Cys-
tic Fibrosis, will be in Livermore 
to sign copies of the book. 

They will be at the Zephyr Grill 
and Bar on Sun., May 31 at 2 p.m.  
All proceeds from book sales and 
10% of all food sales for the entire 
day will go to the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation.

Isabel Stenzel Byrnes works as 
a community outreach coordina-
tor, and Anabel Stenzel works as 
a genetic counselor in pediatric 
genetics, both at Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford in 
Palo Alto, California.

For most people, a diagnosis of 
cystic fibrosis means the certainty 
of a life ended too soon. But for 
twin girls with the disease, what 
began as a family’s stubborn deter-
mination grew into a miracle.

The Power of Two is the first 
book to portray the symbiotic re-
lationship of twins who share this 
life-threatening disease through 
adulthood. Isabel Stenzel Byrnes 
and Anabel Stenzel tell of their 
lifelong struggle to pursue normal 
lives with cystic fibrosis while 

Cowboy Entertainer Performs at 
Livermore Library

Jazz at Pleasanton Library

Jump Into 
Summer at 
Street Party

An Entertaining Snapshot 
of Musical Theater

grappling with the realization that 
they will die young. 

This memoir is an honest and 
gripping portrayal of day-to-day 
health care, the impact of chronic 
illness on marriage and family, 
and the importance of a support 
network to continuing survival. 

Zephyr is located at 1736 First 
St., Livermore. Additional in-
formation is available by calling 
Diana at  577.0516.

 

Book Focuses on Cystic Fibrosis
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Contest - Amateur photographers can 
win cash prizes in Alameda County 
CattleWomen's "He Oughta Beef in 
Pictures" Father's Day photo contest. 
Winning photo will be published in The 
Independent. Contest entries, which can 
be black and white or color, are to show 
shy father deserves beef on Father's Day. 
Photos must be 3" x 5" or larger. An op-
tional 25 words or less description of the 
photo may also be submitted. Amateur 
photographers of all ages are invited to 
enter the contest. Official entry forms 
may be obtained at the website, www.
alamedacountycattlewomen.com, or by 
calling 455-5755. Entries must be post-
marked by Fri., June 12, 2009. All entries 
will be displayed on the Alameda County 
CattleWomen website.

Works by photographic artists  on display at 
Windermere Welcome Home for the next 
two months. The show opens Wed., May 
27. Participating in the show are Natalia 
Matthews Aasen, Bill Hackett, Dennis 
Vied, Julie Wright and Walter Davies. 
Reception with the artists on Thurs., June 
4 from 5 to 7 p.m. The public is invited. 
There is no admission charge. 1790 First 
St., downtown Livermore. Viewing will be 
during regular business hours. For more 
information, call 447-9159.

Contra Costa Wind Symphony, works by 
Russian composers with trombonist Jeff 
Bowlsby and soprano Olga Chernisheva. 
2 p.m. June 7, Lesher Center for the Arts, 
1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. $18 regu-
lar, $15 seniors, $12 students. 943-7469, 
www.lesherartscenter.org.

Literary Café hosted by 4th Street Studio, 
Thursday, May 28 from 7  to 10 p.m. (or 
maybe 6:00 to 9:00).  The event is open 
to anyone who writes or reads and is 
intended to be evening of socializing that 
centers around literature and its creation. 
The event is potluck.   4th Street Studio is 
located at 2235 Fourth Street, between I 
and J. For further information, call 925 
456-3100 or email 4thstreetstudio@
pacbell.net.

Retzlaff Winery will feature local artist 
Sherri Kelcourse’s recent oil paintings. 
She describes her work as a blending of 
realism and abstraction where color takes 
flight. The paintings will be on display 
through June. 25 So. Livermore Ave. at 
Blacksmith Square. Open W-F from 4 - 6 
p.m., Sat. & Sun. 12 - 4:30 p.m. 

St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble, Asbury 
United Methodist Church on  Saturday, 

May 30, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m.  Group performs a variety 
of music, including sacred and liturgical 
music and ancient Russian chants and folk 
songs, as well as modern compositions 
and popular melodies.  Tickets are $10 
and are available in the office, Asbury 
UMC, 4743 East Ave., Livermore,   or 
by mail.  Please make checks payable to 
Asbury UMC.  For more information go 
to www.AsburyLive.org.

The Wild Vine Gallery featured artist for 
May is Judy Chamberlain. She  presents 
her richly symbolic abstract landscapes 
in oil.  Wild Vine Art Gallery & Wine 
Lounge, located at 2187 First. St., 
Livermore.

Sympathy, new works by Livermore artist 
Joanna Crawshaw, exhibited May 1-31,  
at Panama Red Coffee 

Pianos N' Strings, music teaching studio in 
Dublin is forming blues and rock 'n roll 
workshops for adults and teens. Groups 
will get together for two hours once a week 
for 8 weeks starting June 15. Bring instru-
ments and practice amp to the sessions; 
keyboards, drums and a sound system 
will be provided. The last session will be 
a live performance. Registration, call Phil 
at 556-4446 or go to www.pianosnstrings.
com/blues or /rockon.

 Concerts in the Park, Pleasanton Down-
town Association, The concerts are at 
Lions Wayside Park, corner of First and 
Neal Streets. Concerts are 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
The Cooltones, June 5; Corvairs, June 
12. Hurricane, July 19. The Crisis, June 
26. Burton and Company, July 3. Rock 
Explosion, July 10. Komodojazz, July 17. 
La Ventana, July 24. The Houserockers, 
July 31. The Cocktail Monkeys, August 
7. Finding Stella, August 14. Magic Mo-
ments, August 21. D-Lucca, August 28. 
Public Eye, Sept. 4. For more information, 
visit www.pleasantondowntown.net. 

Wente Vineyards 2009 concert series: June 
18, Heart, July 2, B-52's; July 16, Frankie 
Valli & The Four Seasons; July 23, Kathy 
Griffin; July 29, Steve Miller Band; 
August 3, Gretchen Wilson; August 13, 
Diana Krall; August 19, Elvis Costello; 
and August 31, Sheryl Crow. Wente 
Vineyards Box Office at (925) 456-2424, 
or online at www.ticketmaster.com. Tick-
ets range in price from $79 to $309 per 
person, depending on the show and the 
dining option selected. Wente Vineyards is 
located at 5050 Arroyo Road, Livermore. 
Concert gates open at 6:00 p.m., and all 
shows start at 8:15 p.m. 

Great Performances: A free series of clas-
sic films hosted by Candace Klaschus, 
Professor of Media Studies at Las Positas 
College. She presents a talk about each 
film prior to the viewing. Program begins 
at 7 p.m.  June 4, Sullivan’s Travels. Free 
and open to all. No registration is required.  
For more information, call Penny Johnson, 
931-3405. 

Broadway Chorus, Pleasanton Playhouse 
presents, The Great Choruses of Broad-
way. May 22 and 23 at 8 p.m. and May 
24 at 2 p.m. Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Tickets at 462-2121 
or www.pleasantonplayhouse.com.

Beethoven’s 5th, Thurs., May 28, 8 p.m. 
Pacific Chamber Symphony performs 
Beethoven’s most well known work. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., Liver-
more. Tickets 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

One Woman Show, “Through the Eyes of 
Faith,” a show about everything from gen-
erational ties, family secrets and what hap-
pens when a little girl mixes her Catholic 
faith with a black Pentecostal Church. May 
29, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Tickets at 925-373-6800, 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org

A Taste of Summer, BBQ cook-off, food 
and entertainment. Hacienda Business 
Park Helping Hands Foundation fund-
raiser. May 29, 4 to 8 p.m. outdoors 
at the Hacienda Business Park at the 
Shaklee Corporation. helpinghands@
hacienda.org.

Top Chefs Grand Tasting, May 29, 6 to 10 
p.m. San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest 
Lane, San Ramon. Dublin Rotary Club 
fund-raising event features food and wine 
in an evening of frivolity. $75. www.
rotarydublin.org.

Cantabella Children’s Chorus, Saturday, 
May 30. Spring concert entitled “Cante-
mus!” (Let Us Sing!) includes sixteenth 
century music by Bertaux and Purcell; 
choral art songs by Schubert, Mendels-
sohn and Brahms sung in German; an 
Ecuadorian melody; traditional Native 
American lyrics; and American folk 
songs. A commissioned work sung in 
Korean will be premiered. Students in 
K-12 grades will perform, accompanied 
by pianists and other musicians, at the 
Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, 
Pleasanton. First concert at 1:30 p.m. 
featuring Training and Performing Choirs; 
second concert at 4:00 p.m. featuring 
Performing Choirs only. Tickets $10 at the 
door. More information at (925) 292-2663 
and www.cantabella.org. 

Big Bad Voodoo Daddy, Sat., May 30, 8 p.m. 
Dougherty Valley Performing Arts Center, 
17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd. Tickets are 
$39. www.SanRamonPerformingArts.
com, 973-ARTS.

40th anniversary Pleasanton Art League, 
hosting its annual art exhibit May 29 
through June 1 at the new Alviso Adobe 
Community Park. The exhibit, which 
will feature approximately 200 works 
of art as well as painting demonstrations 
and an art sale. Open to the public. No 
admission charge.

Sing, Sing, Swing, Swing, music and drama 
from the 1930s to the 1950s. SmART-
SUnlimited, May 31, 1 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

Dave Stamey, Nationally acclaimed cowboy 
entertainer, Wed., June 3, 7 p.m. Liver-
more Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
Twice voted entertainer of the year by the 
Western Music Association. No admis-
sion charge. Friends of the Livermore 
Library Arts and Authors series. www.
ci.livermore.ca.us/library.

Livermore Art Association US Bank 
Show, June 3 to July 7, 2125 Second 
St., Livermore. Reception and awards 
Wed., June 10, 3 to 5 p.m. Judged show. 
Public may view the show during regular 
banking hours.

Diablo Theatre Company, (formerly Diablo 
Light Opera Company), presents "Hello 
Dolly," Dennis Lickteig directs cast of 
32. 8 p.m. June 5, 6, 12, 13, 18, 19, 20, 
24, 25, 27; 2 p.m. June 14, 21, 27, 28. 
$29-$41, Lesher Center for the Arts, 
1601 Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. 943-7469. 
www.dloc.org.

Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre (formerly Pleasanton 
Playhouse) Studio Theatre, 1048 Ser-
pentine Lane, Suite 309, Pleasanton. 
June 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, 26, 
27, 28. Fri. and Sat. 8 p.m. Sun. 2 p.m. 
Ticket information 462-2121 or www.
trivalleyrep.com.

Night at the Improv, June 6, 8 p.m. San 
Ramon's own Improv U Troupe and the 
newest graduates of Improv U for a fun 
and interactive evening of improvisational 
comedy.  Front Row Theater, 17011 Bol-
linger Canyon Road, San Ramon, CA. 
Cost: $8.  www.SanRamonPerformin-
gArts.com.

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, “Funniest Thing in Seven Conso-
nants” (The Washington Post), Sponsored 
by Wells Fargo, Saturday, June 6, - 3 & 
8 p.m., Sunday, June 7, - 2 & 7 p.m., 
Broadway and Tony Award winning new 
musical. Tickets $75/$65/$45/$35. Bank-
head Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
373-6800, www.livermoreperformin-
garts.org

Paint the Town, June 6, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Museum on Main, Pleasanton, Open to 
all ages.  Artists will paint views ofthe 
area. Art auction of works. Registration 
deadline for artists is May 30, 462-2766 
or www.museumonmain.org.

Scenes from A Midsummer’s Night Dream, 
June 11, 7 p.m. Livermore Library, 1188 
So. Livermore Ave. Preview of the 
upcoming production by Shakespeare’s 
Associates. No admission charge. Friends 
of the Livermore Library Arts and Authors 
series. www.ci.livermore.ca.us/library.

Pleasanton Community Concert Band con-
cert, June 11, 6 to 8 p.m. at the Livermore 
Farmers Market, Fourth and J Streets, 
Livermore, CA. Free. Information: 925-
846-5897 or www.pleasantonband.org.

Journey Unauthorized: A Live Rock Tribute 
to Journey, June 13, 8 p.m. Grand Theatre, 
715 Central Ave., Tracy. Tickets 209-831-
6858 or tickets.atthegrand.org.

Asleep at the Wheel, Saturday, June 13,  8 
p.m., Western swing, boogie, and roots-
music. Tickets $55/$40/$35/$30/$12 
students. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

Hairspray the Dance Musical, June 14, 2 
p.m. Amador Dance XTreme. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
925-373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

Total Request, Live, Danville Community 
Band, June 14, 3 p.m. Dougherty Valley 
Performing Arts Center, 10550 Albion 
Rd., San Ramon. www.SanRamonPer-
formingArts.com.

History of the Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory, June 18, an event in 
the Ed Kinney Lecture Series. Presented 
by Maxine Troust at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton. Cost: 
$10 donation, $5 for museum members. 
Reservations are recommended. For 
reservations call 925-462-2766. www.
museumonmain.org.

Landscape in Art: from Impressionism to the 
Present, program June 21, 2 p.m. Liver-
more Libray, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
Presented by March B. Freedman, artist 
and art historian. No admission charge. 
Friends of the Livermore Library Arts 
and Authors series. www.ci.livermore.
ca.us/library.

Rock and Country Fest, Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation Benefit. June 27, 7 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets 
at 373-6800, www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org.

12 Angry Jurors, Asbury Players Com-
munity Theater, June 26, 27, 28, 2009. 
Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Ave., Livermore. Curtain time is 8 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 7 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tickets are $7 general admis-
sion. For addition ticket information and 
reservations, please call 455-1048. Tickets 
can be purchased at the door 20 minutes 
prior to cutain, however seating is limited 
for this production and reservations are 
suggested. 

ONGOING SERIES:
Concerts in the Park, Pleasanton Downtown 

Association, The concerts are at Lions 
Waysinde Park, corner of First and Neal 
Streets. Concerts are 7 to 8:30 p.m.  The 
Cooltones,  June 5; Corvairs, June 12.   

Hurricane, July 19. The Crisis,  June 
26. Burton and Company, July 3. Rock 
Explosion, July 10.  Komodojazz, July 17. 
La Ventana, July 24. The Houserockers, 
July 31. The Cocktail Monkeys, August 
7. Finding Stella, August 14. Magic Mo-
ments, August 21. D-Lucca, August 28. 
Public Eye,  Sept. 4. For more information, 
visit www.pleasantondowntown.net. 

Wente Vineyards 2009 concert series:  June 
18, Heart, July 2, B-52’s; July 16, Frankie 
Valli & The Four Seasons; July 23, Kathy 
Griffin; July 29, Steve Miller Band; 
August 3, Gretchen Wilson;  August 13, 
Diana Krall; August 19, Elvis Costello; 
August 27, Chris Isaak;  August 31, Sh-
eryl Crow; and Sept. 21, James Taylor. 
Wente Vineyards Box Office at (925) 
456-2424, or online at www.ticketmaster.
com.  Tickets range in price from $79 to 
$309 per person, depending on the show 
and the dining option selected.  Wente 
Vineyards is located at 5050 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore. Concert gates open at 6:00 pm, 
and all shows start at 8:15 pm. 

Films under the stars.  All movies are com-
plimentary and begin at twilight. Before 
the film, adults can enjoy a two course 
fixed price dinner and a glass of Wente 
Vineyards Estate Grown wine in The 
Restaurant for just $29, while children 12 
and under can enjoy a drink, choice of two 
entrees, and a sundae for $15. Reserva-
tions are recommended for dining in The 
Restaurant. For more casual options, enjoy 
food from the outdoor Reel Classics Café 
on the lawn For more information or for 
reservations in The Restaurant, call (925) 
456-2424. Scheduled movies: June 29th 
– The Sound of Music; July 13th – Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone; and 
August 10th – Mama Mia (Sing-along!).  
5050 Arroyo Road, Livermore. Informa-
tion or reservations, call 456-2424.

The Livermore Ballet School 
will perform "The Sleeping Beau-
ty" on June 6.

The performance at the Liver-
more High School Performing Arts 
Theater, begins at 7 p.m.

Tickets for adults are $10, chil-
dren 12 and under and seniors are 
$6, age 2 and under are admitted 
free. Tickets can be purchased by 
sending an email to LivermoreBal-
let@gmail.com. They will also be 
available at the door.

The theater is located at 600 
Maple Street in Livermore.

The Sleeping 
Beauty Ballet to 
Be Performed

James Taylor
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The San Francisco Shakespeare 
Festival announces that it will hold 
two  summer Shakespeare Camps 
for youth in Pleasanton.

A session for teens 12-18 years 
will take place weekdays, July 
6-17, 2009 from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. at Foothill High School, 4375 
Foothill Road in Pleasanton.  

A second session, for ages 7-13 
years, will take place weekdays, 
July 20-31, from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. at the Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Road on the Amador 
Valley High School campus in 
Pleasanton.  Aftercare from 3:00-
5:30 p.m. is available for this 
session only. 

The camps are appropriate for 
youth who are new to drama as 
well as more experienced young 
actors.  Teaching artists are well-
trained adults, many with college 
degrees in the theater arts and 
acting experience.  Each camp 
maintains a ratio of 10 campers 
or less per teaching artist in order 
to allow for individual attention.  
Eighteen of this summer’s staff 
members are returning instructors, 
including Mariah Castle who will 
teach at the teen camp at Foothill 
High School.  Last year, she also 

understudied the role of Marina in 
Shakespeare in the Park’s produc-
tion of Pericles.

Shakespeare campers will be 
introduced to three key facets of 
drama and theater: Discovering 
Shakespeare, Voice and Move-
ment, and Production and Design.  
A showcase performance for 
family and friends will take place 
on the final day of each camp. 
Depending on their ages, the 7-
13 year olds will perform scenes 
from Henry VI called The War of 
the Rose, The Comedy of Errors 
or Romeo & Juliet.  Teen campers 
will work on parts from Henry VI, 
Part I and Richard III.

One 2008 camper said, “I can-
not put into words how much fun 
I had this summer at Shakespeare 
Camp.  The staff was warm, caring 
and friendly. They made it a fun-
filled learning adventure for me.  I 
hope to attend another Shakespeare 
Camp next year.  Many thank 
yous!”

Cost for each session of the 
camp is $420.  Aftercare for 7-13-
year-olds is an additional charge of 
$135. Registrations are now being 
accepted by phone at 415-558-
0888 with a credit card, by fax or 

by mail. The registration form may 
be downloaded at www.sfshakes.
org/pdf/BASC/camp_registration.
pdf and submitted it with pay-
ment.  Registrations  are accepted 

Pack your bags and mosey on over to the Pleasanton Public Library 
to play Tales of the Old West our 2009 summer reading game. The sum-
mer reading game begins Saturday, June 13th and continues through 
August 7th, so there is plenty of time for cowgirls and cowboys to pick 
up a Tales of the Old West booklet. Once you git’ a booklet your cross-
country adventure begins. Track reading progress as you wagon across 
the plains, boat down the river, ride the range and pan for gold.

Intrepid travelers sign-up or claim prizes by visiting the KP General 
Store or KP Corral in the Children's Department. Prizes may be claimed 
when readers complete 10, 20 and 30 hours of reading. Settlers are in-
vited to extend their reading fun by completing a bonus journey.  Those 
who finish the bonus journey will be entered into a drawing for summer 
prizes at the end of the summer reading program.

Special programs are planned throughout the summer. Join us on Wild 
West Wednesdays for programs featuring musicians, cowboys, puppets, 
animals and more.  Game Days return, offering carnival-type games 
with a western theme. And this year we’ll be celebratin’ the Library’s 
10th Birthday as a City Library with antics from Daffy Dave, cake and 
balloons. No registration is required. However, space is limited. All 
programs will require a ticket that can be claimed at the Children's Desk 
one half hour before the start of each show.

Toddler Laptime will be offered on Mondays for parents with cow-
pokes ages 18-36 months; Movie Round-ups on Thursdays for older 
hands and Pre-school Cinema Friday mornings for cowboys and cow-
girls ages 3-5; and middle-school volunteers telling Bookaroo Stories 
Tuesdays and Saturdays at 11am and 2pm.

There will be an old fashioned family hoedown Friday, August 7th  
at 7pm. Wear blue jeans, cowboy boots and hat and spend a couple of 
hours square dancing in the library. There will be a live caller. Music 
will be piped  through the library.  And if you get thirsty from all the 
dancin’ we’ll be servin’ sarsaparilla!

For more information about Tales of the Old West and a complete 
listing of the library's exciting programs and activities, visit our website 
at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/library.html or call the Children's 
Desk at (925) 931-3400.

on a first come, first served basis.  
Early registration is strongly en-
couraged.

Detailed information about San 

Francisco Shakespeare Festival is 
available at www.sfshakes.org. 

First grade and kindergarten students took off to complete their laps in Our Savior Lutheran School's 
first Spring Sprint. Students at the Livermore school collected pledges and raised funds for the school 
based on the number of laps their completed.

Pleasanton Summer Read Program 
Has Old West Theme

Students at last year's camp.

Shakespeare Camps for Youth 
Offered in Pleasanton
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By Susan Steinberg
WOW!  If people told me Carol 

Hovey can walk on water, at this 
point I’d believe them.

After all, who but a miracle 
worker could pull off a full-blown 
professional production of that 
toughest of modern musicals, 
“Les Miz”, with a student cast 
and orchestra and only 8 weeks of 
rehearsal?

Fearing a disappointingly “ju-
venile” show, I attended the “Stu-
dent Edition” simply because I 
love the music.  And I was bowled 
over by the excellence of the 
performance, the maturity of the 
young actors, and the mastery by 
cast and orchestra of the challeng-
ing score.

“Oklahoma” this is not! No 
joyous full-throated choruses here, 
but rather the despairing chants 
of slaving chain-gang prisoners, 
the laments of women forced into 
prostitution by poverty, the abused 
factory-workers and half-starved 
people of Paris.  No, it’s not a 
pretty picture.

But it’s true to Victor Hugo’s 
description of the hellish world of 
the lower classes in mid-nineteenth 
century France. More than 50 
years after the Revolution, the cha-
otic succession of governments, 
and the disastrous Napoleonic 
Wars, the poor were still trapped 
in an endless cycle of misery.  As 
great and pitiless a social observer 
as Dickens, Hugo traced the hor-
rifying consequences of one stolen 

Lively 'Les Miz' at Livermore High
loaf of bread on the life of a simple 
man trying to feed his starving 
family.

The overwhelming popularity 
of his classic novel Les Miserables 
(“The Poor”) still resonates through 
the world, including relevance for 
America’s own pockets of poverty, 
from Appalachia to inner cities.  
Turning this work into a musical 
was like the alchemy that trans-
formed Dickens” Oliver Twist into 
a hit show.  It is a sobering tale, full 
of brutality, opportunistic villains, 
and virtuous idealists struck down 
in their youth.

It is also the story of one man 
who discovers a spark of goodness 
that guides him past the bitterness 
of unjust punishment to a life 
dedicated to justice and humanity.  
The redemptive effect of one act 
of charity and trust will continue 
to inspire him and the audience 
witnessing his struggles long after 
the final curtain.

So how could a cast of high 
school students, however enthu-
siastic and talented, do justice to 
such a heavy narrative, with its 
“adult themes” and moral mes-
sage? Don’t ask me; ask Carol 
Hovey, who drew from her cast of 
36 a performance of such profes-
sional depth and truth.  Audience 
members new to the how joined 
those who had seen multiple stag-
ings in praising the visceral power 
and impact of this ensemble.

The excellence of every cast 
member, each playing a variety 

of roles, was remarkable, as were 
the magnificently-realized sets 
(barricade, turntable and all), 
costumes, makeup, and lighting.  
But the life of the show rested 
on the principals, none of whom 
disappointed.

Benjamin Hill, embodying 
protagonist hero Jean Valjean, 
was particularly out-standing as a 
gaunt, haunted man reaching for 
goodness in a villainous world.  
There was no difficulty in see-
ing him aging and weakened by 
his struggles, assuming a cred-
ible saintliness in his final scenes 
that would be the envy of actors 
decades older and more experi-
enced.

Valjean’s nemesis, the implaca-
ble Inspector Javert, was an equally 
convincing Jordan Adelman.  His 
cold rigid demeanor, harsh voice, 
and viciously vindictive judgments 
transformed a teenager into the 
hateful face of a repressive re-
gime, heartless and pitiless.  While 
Valjean is redeemed by one man’s 
human goodness, Javert is undone 
by it; as his rock-solid belief in 
crime and punishment crumbles, 
it destroys him.

An ethereal innocent, the vic-
timized Fantine, was brought to 
life in a heart-rending performance 
by Emily Serdahl, just as an equal-
ly-doomed street-wise Eponine, 
Megan Morris won tearful raves 
from the audience with her ballad 
“On My Own."

Two impressive young men 
defied the limitations of their age, 
creating believable idealists ready 
to die for a noble cause.  Briant 
Jacobs, commanding in stature 
and strength of character, gave 
the thrilling trumpet-call of revo-
lutionary defiance in his stirring 
“Red and Black” aria, using his 
powerful voice and gestures to 
marshal French students to serious 
purpose and leading their final fu-
tile assault.  His heroic death atop 
the barricade was as dramatic and 
gut-wrenching as the scene of the 
original production.  

As Marius, the young romantic 
lead, Skyler Jones displayed the 
gamut of emotions gained from his 
lifetime (literally) of acting, from 
passionate revolutionary idealism 
to love-struck passion for Cosette 
(Fantine’s daughter, raised by 
Valjean) and tender affection for 
the pathetic Eponine.  

Jack Ortner and Kate John-
son have a field day with their 
delightfully wicked roles as the 
conniving Thenardier (“Master of 
the House”) and his greedy wife.  
Their final reappearance as rich 
members of a strange new “high 
society” truly demonstrates the 
persistence of this vile opportunis-
tic species through social upheav-
als and economic chaos, like the 
vultures in our present financial 
situation.

Effectively cast as the innocent 
Cosette, awakened to love by a 

chance encounter with Marius, 
Krystal Carrera brought a clear 
sweet voice to her role, as did 
Abby Peterson singing the young 
Cosette, tremulously sympathetic 
in “My Castle on a Cloud”.  Gav-
roche, the cocky street urchin, 
was played with brash charm by 
Austin Andrade, whose extended 
death scene brought the audience 
to shocked silence. 

Art Gagnier and Ted daRoza, 
directing the difficult vocal en-
sembles, solos, and duets can be 
proud of the results.  Nineteen 
hard-working pit musicians, con-
ducted by Music Director Dean 
McNair brought the complex score 
to life with a passionate verve that 
complemented the on-stage action.  
An appreciative audience gave 
them a rousing ovation after stand-
ing to cheer the assembled cast’s 
finale.  Many were singing along 
to the stirring chorus that ends the 
show with an irresistibly optimistic 
burst of emotion.

Truly a musical for the ages, 
with a strong message for our 
own bleak economic times.  Con-
gratulations to Livermore High’s 
talented and dedicated ensemble 

The Concerts at Wente Vine-
yards and the complimentary 
Summer Cinema Series get un-
derway in June.  James Taylor and 
Chris Isaak are the latest artists 
to be added to the 2009 concert 
lineup that includes notable art-
ists such as Heart, Steve Miller 
Band, and Elvis Costello. Plus, 
on August 3rd, Wente Vineyards 
will be Gretchen Wilson’s only 
Northern California stop along 
her 2009 tour.

The Concerts raise money 
for Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation’s (LVEF) “Save Our 
Music Through Song” program 
with live auctions of collectible 
three liter bottles of Wente Vine-
yards Charles Wetmore Cabernet 
Sauvignon, signed by perform-
ing artists. Over its history, The 
Concerts at Wente Vineyards have 
generated more than $150,000, 
enabling LVEF to purchase need-

ed instruments and equipment for 
local school music programs. Visit 
www.wentevineyards.com/con-
cert.asp to order tickets or for more 
information.

The schedule: Thursday, June 
18th – Heart; Thursday, July 2nd 
– B-52s; Thursday, July 16th – 
Frankie Valli & the Four Seasons; 
Wednesday, July 22nd – Blondie & 
Pat Benatar; Thursday, July 23rd 
– Kathy Griffin; Wednesday, July 
29th – Steve Miller Band; Monday, 
August 3rd – Gretchen Wilson; 
Thursday, August 13th – Diana 
Krall; Wednesday, August 19th 
– Elvis Costello; Thursday, Au-
gust 27th – Chris Isaak; Monday, 
August 31st – Sheryl Crow; and 
Monday, September 21st – James 
Taylor.

Tickets may also be purchased 
at www.ticketmaster.com

Concerts are held at the Terrace 
Lawn at Wente Vineyards, 5050 

Arroyo Road, Livermore.
Wente Vineyards will feature 

three family-friendly films under 
the stars this summer on the Ter-
race Lawn. All movies are com-
plimentary. 

Before the film, adults can en-
joy a two course fixed price dinner 
and a glass of Wente Vineyards Es-
tate Grown wine in The Restaurant 
for just $29, while children 12 and 
under can enjoy a drink, choice of 
two entrees, and a sundae for $15. 
Reservations are recommended for 
dining in The Restaurant. 

For more casual options, enjoy 
food from the outdoor Reel Clas-
sics Café on the lawn. All movies 
are complimentary and begin at 
twilight. For more information or 
for reservations in The Restaurant, 
call (925) 456-2424.

Scheduled movies: June 29th 
– The Sound of Music; July 13th 
– Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone; and August 10th – Mama 

Mia (Sing-along!).  5050 Arroyo 
Road, Livermore. Information or 
reservations, call 456-2424.

Golfers of all experience levels 
are invited to The Course at Wente 
Vineyards to   attend special “La-
dies Learn to Golf” Clinics. These 
are a perfect way to sharpen golf-
ing skills or to get a great introduc-
tion to the game. 

Everything from the terminol-
ogy and etiquette of golf, to the 
game itself will be covered in 
a very welcoming atmosphere. 
Clubs are available if needed. 
There are five evening and five 
morning sessions to choose from, 
with limited spaces. For enroll-
ment to be allotted on a first-come, 
first served basis.  More details 
available at www.wentevineyards.
com/golf.  

The B-52s concert at Wente 
Vineyards will be a benefit for the 
Taylor Family Foundation.

The concert is set for Thurs., 
July 2. Wente will donate $50 
from the purchase of tickets for 
one of the following evels: $159 
mezzanine dining, $179 outdoor 
dining, $199 premium dining, or 
$249 restaurant dining.

To reserve tickets clal the Wente 
box office at 456-2424. Make 
sure to mention the Taylor Family 
Foundation benefit when purchas-
ing tickets.

James Taylor Added to Wente Concerts

B-52's Concert 
Benefit for Taylor 

Family Foundation
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The National Society of High 
School Scholars (NSHSS) has  an-
nounced that Granada High School 
student Rachel E. Noecker from 
Livermore, CA, has been selected for 
membership. The Society recognizes 
top scholars and invites only those 
students who have achieved superior 
academic excellence. The announce-
ment was made by NSHSS Founder 
and Chairman Claes Nobel, a senior 
member of the family that established 
the Nobel Prizes. Membership in 
NSHSS entitles qualified students 

Meagan Gordon, 22, of Pleas-
anton, has been accepted into the 
Peace Corps. She will be leaving 
for Cambodia on July 20 to begin 
pre-service training to teach Eng-
lish as a Foreign Language. Her 
assignment involves working with 
a Khmer partner teacher to develop 
lesson plans and educational mate-
rials, participate in school events, 
and teach English about 25 hours 

The United States Coast Guard 
has announced that Patrick Stueve of 
Pleasanton has been recognized for 
superior academic achievement and 
leadership potential. Patrick, who at-
tends Amador Valley High School, has 
accepted an appointment to the Coast 
Guard Academy and will be sworn in 
as a member of the Class of 2013 on 
June 29, 2009. Patrick is the son of 

CDR Tim and Cherie Stueve (USCG-
Retired) of Pleasanton. 

Air Force Airman Peter J. Navarini 
graduated from basic military training 
at Lackland Air Force Base, San An-
tonio, Texas. He is the son of Moreno 
and Nancy Navarini of  Pleasanton. 
Navarini is a 2004 graduate of Foothill 
High School, Pleasanton. 

to enjoy a wide variety of benefits, 
including scholarship opportunities, 
academic competitions, free events, 
member-only resources, publications, 
participation in programs offered by 
educational partners, online forums, 
personalized recognition items, and 
publicity honors.

The following students from 
Livermore made the Seattle Pacific 
University 2009 Winter Quarter Dean’s 
List: Andrew Jeremy Aldrich, Emily 
Kathleen Aldrich, Danielle Elizabeth 
Bradford, Michelle Marie Cadinha, 

a week.
Gordon is a 2005 graduate of 

Foothill High School. She gradu-
ated from UC Berkeley in 2009 
where she earned a B.A. in peace 
and conflict studies.

"I hope to launch a career 
through the Peace Corps and gain 
some valuable on the ground 
experience and knowledge," said 
Gordon. "I look forward to begin 
surrounded by others who are mo-
tivated to give back and top help 
make the world a better place."

Gordon will spend her first 
three months of service in train-
ing, living with a host family and 
studying Cambodia's language 
and culture. After training, she 
will begin a two year assignment, 
living in the style of the people in 
her host country.

Gordon joins 911 other Cali-
fornia residents currently serving 
in the Peace Corps.

Christopher John Guido, 17, 
a junior at Granada High School, 
was recognized for earning his Ea-
gle Scout award, the highest rank 
in Boy Scouts, in May 2009. 

Chris started with Pack 939 in 
the second grade, earning the Ar-
row of Light in 2003.  That same 
year, Chris began his Boy Scout 
career with Troop 931.  He has 
attended Brownsea Junior Leader 
Training and has held a number 
of leadership positions within 
the troop including Head Instruc-
tor and Assistant Senior Patrol 
Leader.  Chris has completed 52 
merit badges, far exceeding the 21 
required for the Eagle rank.  

In addition to the merit badge 
and troop leadership requirements, 
Chris was required to initiate, plan 
and lead a community service 
project.  For his Eagle project, 
Chris coordinated building repairs 
and painting parking lot stripes 
for the Shepherd’s Gate shelter in 

Pleasanton Resident 
Heads to Cambodia

Livermore.  This project included 
acquiring donations of funds and 
materials as well as managing the 
youth and adult volunteers and 
represented a total of over 100 
man hours.

Chris is an avid participant in 
the troop’s high adventure pro-
gram completing over 250 nights 
camping and 1,000 high adventure 
miles, including a 9 day backpack-
ing trip every year.  This summer, 
Chris is part of a small group 
climbing a number of peaks in 
the Palisade Basin area of King’s 
Canyon National Park.

In addition to scouting, Chris 
is a member of the Pleasanton 
Seahawks Swim Team and been a 
varsity swimmer for Granada High 
School starting with his freshman 
year.  Top of his class, Chris plans 
to pursue a chemical engineer-
ing degree after completing high 
school next year.

Eagle Honors for Granada Student

Two Sophomores at Foothill 
High School in Senior Girl Scout 
Troop 32314, Ellen Wilson and 
Casey Mensinger, are organizing 
their Gold Award project. The Chi-
cos Latinos Fair was held on Sat-
urday, May 16, 2009 at Lydiksen 
Elementary in Pleasanton.  There 
were snacks, prizes, games and 
activities for all participants.  

In addition, Ellen and Casey 
helped to address the needs of a 
Guatemalan orphanage. They want 
to be able to purchase a $1000 pres-
sure cooker that will be donated to 
the Guatemalan orphanage. After 
hearing about the needs of the 
children, Ellen and Casey reached 
out to learn about the orphans and 
are anxious to help them.  

The Gold Award is the highest 
award that a Senior and Ambas-
sador Girl Scout, age 14-18, can 
earn. It is earned by only 1% of all 
Girl Scouts. The requirements in-
clude: The Girl Scout Gold Lead-
ership Award, which requires girls 
to complete 30 hours of leadership 
work, as well as earn three Inter-
est Projects and one Focus Book 
relevant to their project, the Girl 
Scout Gold Career Award, which 
requires girls to complete 40 hours 
of career exploration, and the Girl 

Christopher John Guido

Scout Gold 4Bs Challenge, which 
requires girls to assess their com-
munity and its needs, and develop 
a vision for change, Once these 
steps have been met, girls use their 
vision for change to complete a 
service project that reaches be-
yond the Girl Scout organization 
and provides lasting benefit to the 
girl’s larger community. It requires 
a minimum of 65 hours of work in 

planning and actually completing 
the project.

 For more information on this 
event, please call Laura Wilson at 
(925)-462-8610. Donations for the 
pressure cooker will be gratefully 
accepted. For more information 
about the Girl Scouts of Northern 
California, please call 1-800-447-
4475.

Girl Scout Project Benefits Education

Ellen Wilson and Casey Mensinger
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Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bul-
letin Board. Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person should also 
be included.

Contest - Amateur photographers can win 
cash prizes in Alameda County CattleWomen's 
"He Oughta Beef in Pictures" Father's Day 
photo contest. Winning photo will be published 
in The Independent. Contest entries, which can 
be black and white or color, are to show shy 
father deserves beef on Father's Day. Photos 
must be 3" x 5" or larger. An optional 25 words 
or less description of the photo may also be 
submitted. Amateur photographers of all ages 
are invited to enter the contest. Official entry 
forms may be obtained at the website, www.
alamedacountycattlewomen.com, or by calling 
455-5755. Entries must be postmarked by Fri., 
June 12, 2009. All entries will be displayed on 
the Alameda County CattleWomen website.

Tri-Valley Democratic Club, Meets 7 p.m. 
June 15 at the Livermore Library, 1188 So. 
Livermore Ave. Marylia Kelley of Tri-Valley 
CAREs will speak about Livermore Lab issues.  
Refreshments served. Public  invited.    www.
trivalleydems.com

Computer Classes, The Livermore Public 
Library offers several free computer classes in 
June. Searching the Internet, Saturday, June 6, 
10:15-12:15 pm.  Introduction to Microsoft 
Word, Saturday, June 13, 10:15-12:15 pm.   
Google & Beyond, Saturday, June 20, 10:15-
12:15 pm. Classes are held in Community 
Room B and are first come, first served.  Space 
is limited. 

Ohlone Audubon will meet on June 2, 5:00 
pm at Alviso Adobe Community Park in Pleas-
anton (new location), 3465 Old Foothill Road 
for the annual potluck picnic, installation of 
officers & Birdathon Awards. Bring binoculars 
to bird. The Francisco Adobe dates from 1854. 
Naturalist Eric Nicholas will answer questions. 
Bring your own utensils & a dish to share: A-
H vegetable or salad; I-P Entree: Q-Z dessert. 
From Hayward take I 580 to Foothill exit & go 
about 3 mi. south to the Adobe Park on your 
right. Meet in the Milking Barn. 

Students news: The following students 
from Livermore made the Seattle Pacific 
University 2009 Winter Quarter Dean’s List: 
Andrew Jeremy Aldrich, Emily Kathleen Al-
drich, Danielle Elizabeth Bradford, Michelle 
Marie Cadinha, Cynthia Kaye Haan, and Katja 
Darlene Ibsen.

Livermore Library, board meets 7 p.m. 
Thurs., May 28 at the Civic Center Library, 
1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda will 
be posted at the library 72 hours prior to the 
meeting.

Rockin' Rackfest 2009, Sat., June 20, Al-
ameda County Fairgrounds, noon to 5 p.m. Day 
of good food and fun, artistic vendors, salon 
and spa pampering, games and entertainment. 
Sponsored by Save the Ta-Tas Foundation and 
Whole Foods of San Ramon. Raffle, wine and 
beer garden. Proceeds benefit breast cancer 
research. Information www.RockinRack-
fest2009.com.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., May 30, 35 miles Yountville to Napa, 
meet 9 a.m. at Vintage 1870, Dan Grananah, 
323-9798. Sun., May 31, 55 miles, Diablo 
Vista Park to Morgan Territory, meet 9 a.m. 
John Woodworth, 7874-6350. Wed., June 3, 
32 miles Heather Farm to Martinez, meet 10 
a.m. Richard Skow, 939-6964. Club meeting 
June 3, 7 p.m. Round Table Pizza in Dublin. 
Nonmembers welcome. Anyone planning to go 
on a ride is asked to call the leader for details 
on where to meet and what to bring.

Livermore High School, class of 1969, 40 
year reunion, Sept. 19, 2009. Information call 
Terry (Durham) Wolcott, 447-6627, or Mary 
(Gomes) Straight, 447-5815.

Livermore Valley Business and Profes-
sional Women, special meeting to be held at 
the Rosewood Garden Senior Living Center, 
35 Fenton St., Livermore. Dinner and program 
will include a tour of the facility and dinner 
with dessert for $16. Members will present 
business during a networking time. Thurs., 
May 28 at 5:45 for registration, guided tour 
and dinner at 6 p.m. followed by a program. 
Reservations, call Mona at 828-3006.

Country-Western Barbecue, Pleasanton 
Senior VIP Club, Mon., June 22, Pleasanton 
Senior Center, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Live 
entertainment by South County Band play-
ing classic country, line dancing, couples 
dancing, great food. $8. Tickets at the VIP 

travel desk, 5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. 
Information, 931-5370. Deadline to purchase 
tickets is June 18.

Pleasanton Senior VIP Club, trips: Fri., 
June 26, Flowers and wine - Plymouth- 
Clement includes flowers, wine tasting and 
lunch, $71 members, $73 nonmembers. July 
8, Carmel & 17-mile drive, $44 members, 
$46 nonmembers. July 3-5, July 4th in Reno-
Sparks, includes fireworks, casino package, 
etc. $237 double, $355 single, $3 additional 
for nonmember. Information, Travel desk, 
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton, 931-5370.

Housing as Housing and Services as 
Services, topic of June 1 meeting, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Livermore Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave.  
NAMI Tri-Valley presents Robert Ratner, 
MPH, MD., Housing Services Director at 
Alameda County Behavioral Health Care 
Services.   He will address housing as a health 
issue, and how we can help family members 
with mental illness find and keep housing. Free 
and open to the public.  For further details, 
please view website, www.nami-trivalley.org, 
or contact Marsha McInnis at (925) 980-5331, 
or marsha@nami-trivalley.org

NAMI Tri-Valley Parent Resource & 
Support Group, meets June 2 & June 16, 7:00 
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Pathways To Wellness 5674 
Stoneridge Dr., Suite #116, Pleasanton. A sup-
port group for parents of children diagnosed 
with, or suspected of having, bipolar or other 
mood disorders. Contact: Suzi Glorioso, (925) 
443-1797, or e-mail: glorios4@comcast.net

The award winning BBC documentary, 
“The Century of The Self,” parts 3 and 4, by 
Adam Curtis, will be shown at 7 p.m. on Sat., 
May 30 at the IBEW Hall; 6250 Village Park-
way, Dublin.  This series explores how going 
from the “we” society to the “me” society didn’t 
result in the freedom we all expected. Each part 
can be viewed independently.  Meet & greet 

begins at 6:30 p.m., while a short discussion 
follows the film.  Refreshments are served.  This 
event is open to the public, free/$3.00 donations 
accepted, and is wheelchair accessible.  For 
more information, call 925-462-3459.   

Brain Book Club, June selection is How We 
Decide by Jonah Lehrer, meeting Wednesday, 
June 17, 7-8:30 pm in the garden at Towne 
Center Books, 555 Main St., Pleasanton. 
Everyone is welcome; book is available at the 
store, 925.846-8826.

Danville-Alamo AAUW, meet Thurs., 
May 28, guest speaker is Budd MacKenzie 
who founded the non-profit Trust in Education 
(TIE) to deliver aid to Afghanistan and fund 
schools for girls on Thursda. He will be sharing 
photos and stories from his April trip to help 
distribute donated rice.  The public is invited 
to join us  at Shadow Hills Cabana, 1001 El 
Capitan Dr., Danville at 7:15 p.m. Any ques-
tions: president@aauw-da.org.

Instructors sought, Livermore Adult 
Education is looking for instructors for the 
Fall session to teach a class or share a special 
talent. You need not be credentialed. Please 
call 925-606-4722. 

M.I. Hummel Club, San Francisco Bay 
Chapter, meets second Saturday of each month 
at 1 p.m. at a member's home. Guests are al-
ways welcome. Share Hummel figurine news 
and information. Information www.mumma.
org/hummel or contact Joan Mumma, club 
secretary, 447-5164.

Day Trippers,  Capitola/Bargetto Winery,  
June 4, 2009. 8:30am-4:30pm. Visit Capitola, 
tour Capitola Historical Museum, browse 
the many shops, enjoy  a no host lunch 
beachside. Wine tasting at Bargetto Winery. 
Pre-registration required. $56 Residents, $60 
Non-residents. Call the Pleasanton Senior 
Center,   931-5365.

The Ins & Outs of Today’s Real Estate 

Market, A casual, no pressure way of finding 
out about the realities of buying and selling real 
estate in today’s economy. Thurs., May 28, 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. Topics 
include market conditions, loan modifications, 
short sales, bank owned properties, home-
buyer programs, plus question and answer 
opportunities.

Sons in Retirement (SIRS), informal 
social group of active retired men who meet 
once a month for lunch. No fees, dues, etc. 
Variety of activities offered from golf to din-
ner dance. Further information, go to sir.org 
or contact Chuck Petty, 447-4704, cpontrail@
comcast.net.

RELIGION
Dealing with grief, support group for those 

who have lost a loved one. Sessions Thursdays 
to June 4, 7:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. 
Preregistration is required. Space is limited. 
A $15 donation is requested. Meetings open 
to all, regardless of religious affiliation. Call 
Mary, 846-5377 with questions.


