
Your Local News Source Since 1963     SERVING LIVERMORE • PLEASANTON • SUNOL THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 2011VOLUME XLVIII, NUMBER 25

Art & Entertainment...... Section II 

Bulletin Board.............. Section II 

Classifieds...........................10 

Editorial.................................4

Mailbox...................................4

Roundup..................................3

Short Notes.............................8 

Sports......................................6 

Obituaries................................9 

 

Inside

Find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
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education stories, a variety of 
features, and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board list

PET OF THE WEEK
Purrrrrrrrrrr. Meowwwww. Purrrrrrr. Meet Noah- a 
supermodel. He is a professional on the ‘catwalk’ 
and loves to have his photo taken. He was born a 
natural superstar. This cat is stunning in more ways 
than one and will continue to impress you. Not only 
is he dazzling, but he enjoys a good conversation 
with his favorite human. Learn more about him today 
by calling 925-426-8656 or visiting the website www.
valleyhumane.org. Valley Humane Society is located at 
3670 Nevada Street, in brand new facility, in Pleasanton. 
Hours are Tues.- Sat. from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

As part of the extension of 
Jack London Blvd. the Las Posi-
tas Golf Course will undergo 
renovations to accommodate the 
new alignment. Renovations at 
the Las Positas Golf Course will 
include conversion of the current 
9-hole course to a par 3 execu-
tive course and redesign of three 
holes on Las Positas

The project consists of, earth-
work, shaping and contouring, 
supplemental drainage, rock 
pickup and removal, topsoil 
spreading, constructing of golf 
course features, fairway and 
green development, tree plant-
ing and construction of cart 
paths. Mayor Marshall Kamena 
stated,“This project is of utmost 
importance for Livermore. Once 
complete, the golf course will be 
in topnotch condition and more 
enjoyable than ever before.”

The golf course renovation is 
necessary to allow construction 
of a city roadway. The extension 
of Jack London Blvd. will be per-
formed under a separate contract 
to and eventually connect to El 
Charro Road. For more informa-
tion, contact Jeff Shafer, Public 
Works Supervisor at  960-8021.

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Steve Bunn talked about and provided examples of lightbulbs through the years. The display 
was part of the 110th Livermore Centennial Lightbulb birthday festivities. For another photo, see 
page 5.

Changes 
Underway at 
Golf Course

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The water features at Val Vista Park in Pleasanton are a popular attraction during hot weather. Pictured is Angelina Gilligan, age 
5, of Pleasanton.

Livermore will hold a gen-
eral municipal election for the 
purpose of electing a mayor and 
two councilmembers on Nov. 
8, 2011.

Councilmembers whose terms 
are concluding are Marj Leider 
and Jeff Williams. Leider has 
completed two terms and cannot 
run again. Williams is eligible 
to seek re-election. The mayor’s 
office will be open, with Marshall 
Kamena having completed four 
two year terms.

The City Clerk’s Office will 
hold an informational meeting 
for all persons who are interested 
in running for office on Wed., 
June 29 at 5:30 p.m. The purpose 
of the meeting is to provide infor-
mation on the election, such as 
the nomination process, conflict 
of interest and campaign report-
ing requirements, the City’s 
election ordinance and campaign 
signs. 

Persons interested in run-
ning for office, their campaign 
managers, treasurers, and other 
interested parties are invited to 
attend this informational meet-
ing. It will be held in the city 
council chambers, 3575 Pacific 
Avenue.

Please contact the city clerk’s 
office at (925) 960-4200 with any 
questions. 

Livermore to 
Hold Meeting 
For Candidates

In an effort to identify prob-
lems in the revised Williamson 
Act regulations and fix them, the 
Alameda County Planning Com-
mission heard from the public 
last Monday.

The revised regulations have 
been approved by the County’s 
Agricultural Advisory Com-
mittee.

Complaints from speakers 
on Monday ranged from a lack 

Concerns Raised about Williamson Act Changes
of clarity related to allowed 
operations to concern about loss 
of property rights. Who would 
be allowed to occupy a home 
was another issue. Planners 
concluded, “Part of the problem 
is communication and lack of 
information.”

The State Department of Con-
servation completed an audit in 
2006 of county parcels in the 
Williamson Act. The audit identi-

fied issues with parcels. In a letter 
to the county, the DOC stated, 
“Throughout this audit, numer-
ous examples of buildings on 
undersized parcels, buildings on 
parcels without agricultural use 
and buildings for uses incompat-
ible with the Act were noted.”

Issues identified included 
non-prime acreage claimed as 
prime, substandard parcels, prop-
erty claimed as agriculture with 

no agriculture uses, open space 
contracts, and uses not compat-
ible with agriculture. Under the 
current regulations, parcels are to 
include at least 10 acres of prime 
ag. land and 40 acres of non-
prime. Parcels can be bundled 
together to achieve the needed 
acreage. Whether property is 
prime or not is determined by the 
income derived from the land. 

(See WILLIAMSON, page 12)

Rancho, Junction 
Are Finalists in 
the Governor’s 
Fitness Challenge 
By Patricia Koning

Rancho Elementary School 
and Junction Avenue K-8 School 
both were named as state finalists 
in the 2011 Governor’s Fitness 
Challenge. Both schools have 
decided not to pursue state prizes 
this year.

This marks the second straight 
year that Rancho, which won the 
2009 Governor’s Fitness Chal-
lenge, has stepped aside to allow 
another deserving school to win. 
Rancho attracted nationwide at-
tention in 2009 when the school 
gave away its grand prize of a 
$100,000 fitness center to another 
finalist, Tuolumne Elementary 

(See FINALISTS, page 9)

By Ron McNicoll
All of Pleasanton would wind 

up in Alameda County Supervi-
sor Nate Miley's District 4. All 
of Dublin and Livermore would 
be in Supervisor Scott Haggerty's 
District 1 in a new redistricting 
proposal submitted by Hag-
gerty.

Haggerty's chief of staff, Chris 
Gray, said that the proposal, 
labeled Map E, would satisfy 

By Patricia Koning
At the Tuesday, June 7 meet-

ing of the Livermore Board of 
Education, physical education 
(PE) teachers from Livermore 
and Granada High Schools spoke 
out against a proposed admin-
istration regulation that would 
give high school sophomores an 
exemption from PE while they 
play on school sports teams.  

“This goes against many of 
the major tenets of this district,” 
said Livermore High School 
(LHS) PE teacher Denise Bo-
eder. “We teach the essential 
skills and knowledge to become 
healthy adults.” 

In explaining the regulation, 
executive director of student 

School Sports Could 
Count As High School 
Physical Education Credit

services Chris Van Schaack said 
that the waiver is allowed by 
California Education Code. It is a 
common practice in many neigh-
boring school districts. “This is 
about providing more flexibility 
in the trimester system,” he said. 
“Ed Code allows this exemption 
for both years of PE, but we’re 
choosing to offer it only in the 
second year.”

To be eligible, students must 
participate in a California Inter-
scholastic Federation (CIF)-ap-
proved district interscholastic 
athletic program. They also must 
pass five out of six standards 
of the State’s physical fitness 
test, have earned at least a C in 
freshman PE, and be a full-time 

(See WAIVER, page 4)

The Pleasanton City Council 
approved a two year operating 
budget 2011-2013 at its meeting 
on Tuesday.

Public Wants 
To Be More 
Involved 
with Bond 
Spending 
Choices

The use of funds generated 
by cashing out Measure B bonds 
continues to be controversial.  
Some argue that the $9.28 mil-
lion that became available when 
interest rates fell should have 
been used by the Pleasanton 
school district to pay off the 
bonds.

Instead, the district spent it on 
building classrooms and other fa-
cilities, mostly at Amador Valley 
and Foothill high schools. Some 
$6.8 million of that $9.28 million 
went for school construction, the 
remainder went to pay interest 
and the fees for bond counsel and 
the bond sales consultant.

The information was dis-
cussed June 20 at a special 
citizens committee, which is 
meeting to gain an accurate 
picture of past bond sales, and 
how the money was used. The 
committee's intent is to be able to 
suggest best practices procedures 
in the future, so that the district 
will have a thorough approach, 
including community involve-
ment, to make such financial 
decisions.

The information was pre-
sented to the committee  by 
consultants Government Finan-
cial Strategies. The district has 
appropriated $14,000 to pay for 
the firm's research and two or 
three meetings of the committee. 
There also will be two presenta-
tions to the school board. The 
first was on June 21, after the 
Independent's deadline.

There is no current list of 
what the the $6.8 million bought 
the district. However, assistant 
superintendent Luz Cazares pro-
vided a brief summary document 

(See BOND, page 4)

New Map Would Put Pleasanton in 
Oakland-South County Supervisor District

Pleasanton leaders' request that 
the city not be split in superviso-
rial redistricting.

Miley's district must gain 
more population because of the 
losses in his district, relative to 
the increases in the Valley, where 
Haggerty's district needs to shed 
residents.

Currently a majority of west 
Dublin is part of Miley's district. 
Subtracting the 29,000 people 

in west Dublin, and bringing in 
Pleasanton's 70,000 residents 
would give Miley the net popula-
tion increase that he needs. The 
goal is to level off each district of 
the five districts at about 302,000 
people in a county of 1.5 million 
people.

Miley said at a public hearing 
in Dublin at the end of May that 
he would be happy to represent 
Pleasanton, in addition to Castro 

Valley and other unincorporated 
urban areas nearby, as well as 
Oakland east of Interstate 580. 
He said he felt that he could work 
with all constituents in such a 
diverse district.

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
said that she has not seen Map E. 
After hearing a description of it 
from a reporter, she said, "People 
of Pleasanton welcome represen-
tation of the entire city by Miley. 

Congratulations to Supervisor 
Miley, if it comes to pass."

At the public hearing in May, 
Councilman Jerry Thorne op-
posed the county's Map A (now 
revised slightly as Map A1), 
because it would split Pleasanton 
into two pieces. In Map A, Miley 
would represent  Pleasanton west 
of Interstate 680 and north of 
Stoneridge Drive. Miley would 

(See MAP, page 4)

At the same time, the council 
committed to discussions on 
pension reform and to proceed 
with establishing a roadmap 

towards financial stability over 
the next ten years. The roadmap 
would include benchmarks and 
performance policies. Only three 

councilmembers were in atten-
dance, Cheryl Cook-Kallio, Matt 
Sullivan, and Jerry Thorne.

No Lay-offs, Service Cuts in Pleasanton Budget

(See BUDGET, page 4)
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By Ron McNicoll
Kamryn Brown will be headed 

for the clear blue-green waters of 
the Cayman Islands next month 
for tips from the prestigious 
photographers from National 
Geographic magazine.

Kamryn, who is 14 and lives 
in Pleasanton, was among 15 
students nationwide who won 
a National Geographic for Kids 
photo contest.

The theme for the contest was 
water. Kamryn managed to take 
her place among the winners 
with the only photo that does not 
have water in it. She did it with 
an original eye and an imagina-
tive essay.

Kamryn’s photo of a leaded, 
stained-glass window suggested 
water. In her essay, she explained 
to the judges how that hap-
pened.

Not far from her house, Ka-
mryn was able to see in the 
stained-glass window “a piece 
of glittering ocean looking out 
across the suburbs…a window 
artistically crafted with glass 
shards of greens, browns and 
blues…”

“Gazing into my little piece of 
the ocean, I realized something. 

Pleasanton Girl’s Photo Conjures Up the Sea; Wins Her a Trip
Sure, water quenches our thirst 
and is home to many creatures; 
but it is also all around us in dif-
ferent shapes and forms. Look-
ing for more evidence, I walked 
along the town searching.”

“Water fell from the sky as 
raindrops, people’s eyes were 
tinted with the unmistakable 
color of the sea, and mirrors 
reflected images like the ocean 
would catch the light on a sunny 
day,” wrote Kamryn.

Kamryn’s win was not a big 
surprise to those who know her. 
She was one of 25 finalists in the 
same contest two years ago, but 
was nervous during the phone 
interview, which screens the 
finalists. This time, preparation 
made the difference.

Kamryn also has won for best 
picture at the Alameda County 
Fair in her age division. She likes 
to take photos of plants and ani-
mals. She raises 4-H animals at 
a friend’s place on the outskirts 
of Pleasanton.   

Looking at future plans, Ka-
mryn wants to be a veterinarian, 
and hopes to continue something 
with photography, too.

Kamryn entered the con-
test because her mother, Karen 
Brown, often encourages her 
three children to enter contests. 

The National Geographic con-
test was a natural prompt from 
Brown. She has been a longtime 
subscriber to the magazine, us-
ing it in her classes at Fallon 
Middle School in Dublin, and 
has done amateur photography 
in the past. 

The photos in National Geo-
graphic provide Brown’s students 
at Fallon good starting points for 
discussion and new ways of look-
ing at subjects, she said.

“I buy the magazines at library 
book sales. They published some 
good issues on endangered spe-
cies. They have great articles on 
biomes (communities classified 
by kinds of vegetation, for ex-
ample, marine, fresh water and 

desert). I can show students a 
plant from an area, and talk about 
how it adapted to (the area),” said 
Brown.

This past school year was 
Brown’s first as a teacher. She 
has a science background, and 
worked on assessing the toxic 
effects of air pollution in Los 
Angeles and the Bay Area. 

Becoming involved as a vol-
unteer with the Go Green Initia-
tive, after the family moved to 
Pleasanton, motivated her to 
obtain a teaching credential.

On the Grand Cayman trip, 
Brown is hoping she will be 
able to sit in on the lessons from 
the photographers, and writers. 
Kamryn will keep a travel log. 
Each winner will have a certain 
assignment they explore during 
the day. 

“It’s good experience. The 
focus is water. They will be 
looking at things differently,” 
said Brown.

Winning Photo by Kamryn Brown

The Board of Directors for 
the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD) ap-
proved a preliminary budget for 
the 2011-2012 fiscal year at last 
week’s meeting.

The operating budget is bal-
anced at $15,960,076, about 
$100,000 less than the previous 
year’s budget due to a reduction 
in property tax revenue. There 
were no program or staff reduc-
tions necessary. However, the 
District will leave two full-time 
vacancies unfilled. 

Board members compli-ment-
ed staff for maintaining parks and 
programs given the economic 
times. Beth Wilson said that cit-
ies throughout the United States 
are closing parks. “We have a 
very lean budget. However, there 
are no lay-offs and we have been 
able to keep major programs.”

Laureen Turner added that 
she had spent a lot of time in 
parks during the week. “They 
look beautiful. There are wonder 
trails.”

The preliminary capital budget 
was also approved at $4,313,281. 
General Manager Tim Barry 
noted that a decline in devel-
oper funds has led to a delay in 
projects. He said that the district 
has looked at other ways to pay 
for projects by seeking outside 
money. For example, a federal 
grant built two trail segments; a 
grant from the Coastal Conser-
vancy is financing improvements 
at Sycamore Grove Park.

The budget includes improve-
ments to Sycamore Grove Park, 
along with the largest planned 
project – conversion of two 
soccer fields at Robertson Park 
to synthetic turf, a partnership 
with the Livermore Youth Soc-
cer League.

Regarding the Robertson Park 
field improvements, the Board 
accepted a letter of protest filed 
by Robert A. Bothman Inc., the 
third lowest bidder for the proj-
ect. The Board voted to reject all 
construction bids with the intent 
to revise bid documents and go 
back out to bid.

The Board approved an 
amendment to the 2010-2011 
capital budget for the payment 
of easements to Wente Vineyards 
for trail segments. The easements 
run along the south side of Tesla 
Road between Concannon Bou-
levard and Mines Road.

During the meeting, recently 
retired Park Foreman Clay Ad-
ams was honored for 34 years of 
service to LARPD. 

In other actions, the board 
approved a resolution establish-
ing designations for the District 
Unreserved Fund Balance; a 
resolution authorizing LARPD’s 
contribution to the Alameda 
County Employees’ Retirement 
Association for retirees’ medical 
for 2011-2012; and a grant appli-
cation for $3,500 for an Aquatic 
Adventure Camp from the De-
partment of Water Resources. 
The board applauded efforts to 

reach out to minorities and low-
income families.

President Steve Goodman 
spoke about the inability of the 
District and the City of Liver-
more to include the annual Fourth 
of July Celebration in the budget 
for this year or next year.

“Unfortunately this year, and 
for the foreseeable future, the 
Fourth of July Celebration that 
the City of Livermore and LAR-
PD jointly offered will not be 
held in Robertson Park,” Good-
man said. “The City decided 
that they were unable to provide 
the support for that event. The 
Park District, because it’s a joint 
agreement, cannot do it on its 
own.”

He suggested members of the 
public looking for alternative 
options can visit a Fourth of July 
information page on the LARPD 
website at: http://www.larpd.dst.
ca.us/programs/Fourth_of_July_
info.html.

 

LARPD Plans No Lay-offs or Program Cuts 



The Independent, JUNE 23, 2011 - PAGE 3

Dublin Named All American City
Dublin has been selected as an All-America 

City.
 Ten cities  received the "All-America City" 

designation from the Denver-based National 
Civic League (NCL). The award is given each 
year to towns, cities, counties, neighborhoods 
and metropolitan regions in recognition of their 
civic accomplishments. To be selected, each 
community made a presentation to a jury of civic 
experts from the public, private and nonprofit 
sectors listing three programs in their communi-
ties that demonstrate collaborative community 
problem solving. 

In this year’s application, Dublin touted its 
commitment to affordable housing, the Heritage 
Center project and the city’s involvement with 
School of Imagination. 

The Dublin Heritage Center is a group of 
facilities that recalls the pioneering spirit that 
settled Dublin and the West. The mission of the 
Dublin Heritage Center Museum to is collect, 
preserve and interpret the material culture of 
Dublin to provide an historical and cultural focal 
point that will enrich the community.

To win, communities have to demonstrate 
their ability to address serious challenges with 
innovative, grassroots strategies that promote 
civic engagement and cooperation between the 
public, private and nonprofit sectors. 

Dublin competed as a finalist for the second 
straight year and was the only city in California 
to receive the award.

Cities receive finalist status after submitting 
an application. 

Mail Theft
Pleasanton Police have arrested three Oakland 

men on charges of mail theft.
A resident of Independence Drive in Pleasan-

ton was looking outside when she saw her outgo-
ing mail being stolen from her curbside mailbox. 
She called 9l1 and provided to the dispatcher a 
description of two black male adults driving away 
in a black Cadillac Escalade.

While police units were responding a CSO 
(community service officer) who happened to be 
in the area spotted the black Escalade speeding 
away. He radioed to the officers the Escalade 
was headed south on Sunol Blvd. Officers lo-
cated the Escalade traveling north on 1-680 and 
ultimately stopped it on westbound 1-580 near 
Foothill Road. 

The driver did not attempt to evade the officers 

and nobody was injured during the incident. A 
search of the Escalade revealed not only checks 
stolen from the latest victim, but hundreds of 
other checks from Pleasanton and throughout 
the Bay Area. 

US PostalInspection Service Agents respond-
ed and assisted with the follow-up investigation. 
Arrested for mail theft and possession of stolen 
property were 38-year-old Marcellus Lewis, 34-
year-old Kenyatta Island and 27-year-old Kent 
Battle, all of Oakland. All three were booked into 
Alameda County Jail at Santa Rita.

Deadline for CORE extended
Pleasanton Unified School District and PPIE 

have extended the deadline for donations to the 
CORE (Community Out Reach for Education) 
campaign to July 15. 

As of the latest update:
Elementary level has raised a total of $190,061. 

This will fund 2 hours of tech specialist support 
and 1 additional hour of library specialist time 
at each elementary school. This is $12,439 away 
from adding another hour of library time, and 
$164,314 needed to reach the goal of 4 hours of 
tech and 3 additional hours of library for each 
school.

Middle school level has raised $59,216. This 
will fund 2 hours of additional library special-
ist time and 1 hour of tech specialist time per 
middle school. This is $16,722 away from adding 
another hour of tech specialist time and .5 hour 
of library time. Middle schools need $50,473 to 
reach the goal of 4 hours of tech and 2.5 hours 
of additional library time

High school level has raised $68,243. This 
will fund $22,500 of technology support for 
each comprehensive high school and is $32.757 
away from adding $17,000 at each high school 
for student support. High schools are $44,757 
away from reaching the goal of adding tech 
support, student support, and one extra hour of 
library time.

Last year, donations enabled each elementary 
and middle school site to have 4 hours of tech 
specialist time, with additional hours supported 
by parent groups. Last year, CORE also suc-
cessfully achieved the goal for library time at 
elementary and middle schools. 

To donate online visit www.ppie.org or mail 
a donation to PPIE, 333 Division Street, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566.  

For information, please email mail@ppie.org 
or call 925-846-5620.

 

VALLEY ROUNDUP

Easter Seals Bay Area’s Kalei-
doscope Festival of Art & Sound 
is set for this Sun., June 26.

The event is designed to 
raise money and awareness 
for Easter Seals’ Kaleidoscope 
After-School Program, serving 
Tri-Valley youth with disabilities 
after -school and all -day during 
the summer.

 At 1:45 p.m. there will be a 
dedication of the newly created 
/evolved/growing Kaleidoscope 
Memory Garden. It was created 
by parents who wanted a place to 
visit and remember their children 
who were a part of the Kaleido-
scope family while creating new 
memories and opportunities for 
current participants to experi-
ence the fun, beauty, nEutrition 
of growing their own food and 
flowers. Community volunteers 
help to maintain the garden with 
regular watering, weeding and 
assisting the children with the 
planting and nurturing activi-
ties.

A party will follow from 2 to 
5 p.m. It includes live music, a 
BBQ and silent auction. In ad-
dition, there will be crafts, and 
wine and beer tasting.

ValleyCare Health System 
has received the Get With The 
Guidelines®-Heart Failure Gold 
Plus Quality Achievement Award 
from the American Heart As-
sociation. ValleyCare was se-

lected for the award because of 
its excellence in the treatment of 
patients with heart failure. 

This award is given only to 
hospitals that achieve 85 per-
cent or higher adherence to all 

Get With The Guidelines-Heart 
Failure Quality Achievement 
indicators for two or more con-
secutive 12-month intervals and 
have achieved 75 percent or 
higher compliance with four of 

nine Get With The Guidelines-
Heart Failure Quality Measures 
to improve quality of patient care 
and outcomes. 

Get With The Guidelines is a 
quality improvement initiative 
that provides hospital staff with 
tools that follow evidence-based 
guidelines and procedures in 
caring for heart failure patients 
to improve outcomes, prevent 
future hospitalizations and pro-
long life.

Under Get With The Guide-
lines–Heart Failure, heart failure 
patients are started on aggressive 
risk reduction therapies such as 
cholesterol-lowering drugs, beta-
blockers, ACE inhibitors, aspirin, 
diuretics, and anticoagulants in 
the hospital. They also receive 
alcohol/drug use and thyroid 
management counseling, as well 
as referrals for cardiac rehabilita-
tion before being discharged..

“The ValleyCare team is to be 
commended for this commitment 
to improving the quality of care 
for their patients,” said Lee H. 
Schwamm, M.D., chair of the Get 
With The Guidelines National 

Steering Committee and direc-
tor of the TeleStroke and Acute 
Stroke Services at Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston. 
“The goal of the American Heart 
Association’s Get With The 
Guidelines program is to help 
healthcare providers implement 
appropriate evidence-based care 
and protocols that will reduce 
disability and death and improve 
the quality of life for patients. 
Published scientific studies are 
providing us with more and 
more evidence that Get With The 
Guidelines works. Patients are 
getting the right care they need 
when they need it. That’s result-
ing in improved survival.”

ValleyCare Chief Operating 
Officer Cindy Noonan stated, 
“ValleyCare is dedicated to being 
among the top hospitals nation-
wide in the care of heart failure 
patients and implementing the 
American Heart Association’s 
Get With The Guidelines–Heart 
Failure program is helping us 
accomplish this goal by making 
it easier for our professionals to 

improve the long-term outcome 
for our patients.”

Get With The Guidelines–
Heart Failure helps ValleyCare’s 
staff develop and implement 
acute and secondary prevention 
guideline processes. The program 
provides hospitals with a web-
based patient management tool, 
decision support, robust registry, 
real-time benchmarking capa-
bilities and other performance 
improvement methodologies 
toward the goal of enhancing pa-
tient outcomes and saving lives.

This high-tech, evidence-
based approach enables Valley-
Care Health System to improve 
the quality of care it provides 
heart failure patients, save lives 
and ultimately, reduce healthcare 
costs by avoiding re-hospitaliza-
tion. 

According to the American 
Heart Association, about 5.7 
million people suffer from heart 
failure. Statistics also show that, 
each year, 670,000 new cases are 
diagnosed and more than 277,000 
people will die of heart failure.

Co-chairs are valley mayors, 
Tim Sbranti, Dublin; Marshall 
Kamena, Livermore; and Jenni-
fer Hosterman, Pleasanton.

The location is 7425 Larkdale 

Ave., Dublin. 
Additional information can be 

found at bayarea.easterseals.com 
or call 510-835-2131 ext. 120.

Festival of Art and Sound Benefits Program

ValleyCare Recipient of American Heart Association Achievement Award
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Memorial Wall
John Shirley
Livermore

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
7265 is erecting a Memorial Wall 
and garden in front of the Veter-
ans Memorial Building  on South 
L and 5th streets.

Everyone can participate in 
this effort, veterans of all of our 
military branches in peace time 
and war time service, and fam-
ily members of veterans of any 
time period, or current members 
of the services, are welcome to 
have their names, time of service, 
unit, etc. engraved on a red brick 
that will be used in the construc-
tion of the wall and the  walking 

areas in the garden. The cost of 
the brick is $40.

If you are interested in partici-
pating in this memorial, please 
contact me by writing or email 
for application forms to be filled 
out and mailed to the VFW ad-
dress on the form. John Shirley, 
4218 Drake Way, Livermore, 
CA 04550

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

By Janet Armantrout
Some observations . . .
BART to downtown Liver-

more has its supporters and 
opponents.

The downtown to Vasco is 
one option. The other is to keep 
BART on the freeway.

Attendance at all of the meet-
ings where the location of a 
BART extension to Livermore 
was discussed, it was clear that 
people on both sides of the issue 
want a vibrant, attractive down-
town. They don't want parking 
structures in the downtown simi-
lar to the one at Dublin BART; 
nor would anyone be happy with 
5 and 6 story buildings covering 
the landscape.

Opponents to a downtown 
BART station declare they want 
to keep the downtown the way 
it is. Of course, the way it is 
today is not how it looked eight 
years ago.

While downtown Livermore 
was nice, it didn't attract a lot of 
outside attention. First Street was 
a four lane highway. There were 

huge weed patches where the 
Bankhead Theater and housing 
along Railroad Avenue have been 
built. Livermore Cinema occu-
pies the site of a former used car 
lot. The new Lizzie Fountain, that 
attracts families on hot summer 
days, has been a new addition.  

There had always been talk 
about and plans to make down-
town Livermore more attractive. 
Nothing happened for years, oth-
er than the bluestone sidewalks, 
until a new council was elected 
eight years ago. Previously, all of 
the attention was on expanding 
the city north of the freeway. 

It is the current city council 
that produced the downtown that 
people say they are trying to pro-
tect. I find it difficult to believe 
that the same council would turn 
around and create a downtown 
that no one wants.

There is a Downtown Specific 
Plan that sets building standards. 
Two sites, identified, as catalyst 
locations, would be able to build 
up to four stories in a portion 
of the area. One other site, the 

vacant lot near the overpass on 
First St. could apply to build four 
stories high. In the remainder of 
the downtown, the limit would 
be 2 to 3 stories.

Changes have taken place and 
more are planned throughout the 
downtown. The first step was the 
narrowing of First Street and the 
addition of trees and landscap-
ing. New buildings are located 
west of L Street and along First 
Street. A mixed use development 
has been approved for the Groth 
Bros. site. Additional housing, 
shops, and a regional theater are 
planned for the vacant land for-
merly occupied by a Lucky Store. 
If it were not for the economy, 
those projects would have been 
under construction.

The regional theater, and 
whether or not it is successful, is 
cited by opponents of the down-
town as one of the driving forces 
behind the decision to build the 
station downtown. The argument 
isn't credible.  The timeline of 
proposed construction of each 
makes it clear that the theater 

would likely have been in opera-
tion  10 to 15 years before BART 
could be brought into the down-
town. How BART would help in 
making the theater successful is 
not clear.

On the other side, when it 
comes to BART on the freeway, 
many object to the idea of build-
ing huge parking garages and  
housing along the road at the 
edge of the community away 
from schools, shopping and other 
neighborhoods. The softly roll-
ing hills that are there now with 
cattle grazing on them create 
a rural feeling. They would be 
gone. Livermore would start to 
look like every other urban city 
where the majority of develop-
ment takes place along major 
roadways. 

The goal is to retain an open 
feeling, to avoid having the 
area look like Los Angeles, or 
even like the continuous rows 
of houses one encounters to the 
west of the hills where Hayward, 
Castro Valley and other cities run 
together.

Everyone Wants a Vibrant, Attractive Downtown

student. The exemption would 
only apply to the trimester in 
which a student is playing on a 
school sports team.  

“Giving sophomore athletes 
a PE waiver goes against the 
district’s values,” said Michael 
Profumo, LHS PE teacher. “Stu-
dents who are advanced in other 
subjects aren’t given a waiver; 
they take Advanced Placement 
courses. Sports teams don’t meet 
state standards for physical edu-
cation.” 

He suggested that student 
athletes take an advanced ver-
sion of PE in their sophomore 
year, which would focus on 
advanced weights, fitness, flex-
ibility, and sports conditioning. 
“As a District we seek academic 
excellence. Why would we lower 
our standards for PE?” asked 
Profumo.  

Carina Novell, a junior at LHS 
and member of the track team, 
shared research she conducted 
for her Girl Scout Gold Project 
on the impact of similar policies 
at other schools. She spoke in 
support of the waiver. “I think 
this would increase the num-
ber of students participating in 
sports. That connects students to 
school,” she said. “This change 
would be beneficial to orga-
nized and responsible student 
athletes.”

About 40% of students at both 
high schools participate in school 
sports, which translates to about 
200 potentially eligible students 
at each campus. The actual num-
ber of participants would likely 

be much lower. Novell’s research 
indicated that in other schools 
about 35 students per semester 
take advantage of the waiver. 

Trustee Kate Runyon com-
mented that her son took PE in 
summer school to free up time 
for academic classes during the 
school year. “This makes sense 
to me,” she said. “No one likes a 
move that will impact signups for 
a particular class, but we have to 
adapt. I think this is pro-student. 
It doesn’t stop anyone from sign-
ing up for PE.”

Trustee Stu Gary was won 
over, in part, by the arguments of 
the PE teachers for an advanced 
PE class that would focus on 
sports conditioning. “I came in 
thinking this was a no brainer,” 
he said. “But I think there is a 
germ here of a win-win that could 
be developed between readings 
of this policy. The athletic de-
partments of both schools should 
put some elbow grease into this 
advanced PE idea.”

Trustee Anne White noted 
that policies often change for the 
better between the first and sec-
ond reading. She asked District 
staff to continue working on the 
regulation with help from the PE 
teachers. 

Van Schaack said that if im-
plemented, the financial impact 
of the regulation would be mini-
mal and would not result in a loss 
of sections or teaching staff. The 
regulation will be brought before 
the Board for a second reading at 
a future date and can be brought 
back for a third reading at the 
Board’s request. 

WAIVER
(continued from page one)

a few months ago listing exam-
ples of some of the spending.

Over the years, the construc-
tion projects came to the board, 
where they were discussed pub-
licly. The Measure B refund-
ing amounts were revealed at 
the time. The money was also 
mingled with state school bond 
construction money to pay for 
the projects.

One suggestion at the commit-
tee meeting was to have a bond 
committee in place to supervise 
how bond money is spent. It 
should be in place for the whole 
life of the bond, not just a few 
short years, said one speaker.

Consistency on the district's 
part is also important. Julie Testa 
recounted how she and others, 
who wanted to suggest that the 
district use some surplus Mea-
sure B money to build a third 
high school, were received. It 
was obvious that the pressures 
on the two comprehensive high 
schools were starting to jam them 
up by 1999, and projections were 
to go to 2500 per campus.

The third high school advo-
cates, known as ROCHA, were 
told that the "blue book" of proj-
ects was the only way for  project 
to be approved. They would have 
to start their own bond measure.

  

BOND
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keep west Dublin in his district, 
too.

Thorne said this week that it's 
preferable to keep Pleasanton in 
a Valley district, because the city 
has issues more in common with 
the rest of the Valley.

However, the top priority for 
Pleasanton is to stay together 
in one district, said Thorne. It 
supersedes being kept with the 
Valley cities, he added.

Two key issues affecting 
which map supervisors will 
adopt next month are which map 

could receive the votes of three 
supervisors, and which maps 
keep the risk low when it comes 
to lawsuits.

With more population shifted 
toward south county and the Val-
ley in the 2010 census, Oakland 
will shed some census tracts in 
the three districts that touch it 
now. Supervisor Wilma Chan, in 
District 3, was elected with some 
support in the Oakland portion 
of her district, which includes 
Alameda and San Leandro. 

Maps C and D, proposed by 

the Alameda County Citizens Re-
districting Task Force takes Chan 
away from some of Oakland and 
gives her part of Hayward. As 
a result, Nadia Lockyer, who 
represents Hayward, would have 
less of  a Hayward base. 

A split in Hayward could draw 
a lawsuit from Latino organiza-
tions. Some 40 percent of Dis-
trict 2 is comprised of a Latino 
population.  

Haggerty's map keeps Hay-
ward totally intact in Lockyer's 
district. She also has Union 

City, Newark, the western part 
of Sunol, and a northern slice of 
Fremont.

The citizens task force map 
keeps Pleasanton and all of Dub-
lin in a Valley district. Miley's 
eastern district boundary would 
be in east Castro Valley. Some 
of Fremont, and all of Livermore, 
would remain in Haggerty's 
district.

The board of supervisors has 
scheduled a vote on redistricting 
for July 12, with a second reading 
on July 26.

MAP
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City Manager Nelson Fialho 
stated, "It is a balanced budget. 
It allows us to maintain services 
at levels the community has come 
to expect."

The operating budget as ap-
proved is $87.3 million in the 
first year and $89.7 million in 
the second year. There will be 
no furloughs or layoffs required. 
It maintains the city's reserves at 
$25.3 million. Finance Director 
Emily Wager said the budget will 
need to be monitored closely due 
to concerns about the economy 
and the state budget. The moni-
toring includes quarterly reviews. 
If there were a downtown in the 
economy, the city could draw on 
its reserves, she added.

The current budget continues 
a soft hiring freeze, which has 
resulted in the elimination of 

40 positions for a savings of $6 
million. Another $3.5 million 
was removed from the previous 
year's budget by eliminating 
non-essential spending such as 
travel, training and overtime, 
and delaying non-essential capi-
tal projects. Current changes in 
pension policy save another $2.5 
million.

Councilmember Thorne com-
plimented staff on achieving a 
budget that matches a reduced 
economic stream. "I still have 
a few concerns. Some of the as-
sumptions are pretty risky (given 
the state's situation)." 

Thorne commented that he 
believes there is a paradigm shift 
in how a budget is written now. In 
the past, we looked at revenues 
and budget at that level. "I am 
sensing a decline in confidence 

in government, in general. The 
public is demanding a more ac-
tive role in financial control, not 
just the budgeting process."

He suggested that it is im-
portant to regain public trust by 
establishing performance mea-
sures and fiscal benchmarks. The 
measures will include considera-
toin of how such policies impact 
employees, by looking at factors 
such as turnover rates.

Sullivan said he had made a 
commitment to the public to set 
a process in motion to reduce 
the city's unfunded liability and 
work on pensions issues.  He 
proposed that performances and 
benchmarks be part of a long 
term budget forecast to establish 
a sustainable future.

Cook-Kallio felt that set-
ting performance measures and 

benchmarks would be a complex 
discussion that would take some 
time. She too wanted to complete 
the pension reforms first.

Fialho noted that setting 
benchmarks and performance 
measures could have labor con-
sequences. Initial discussions 
should take place in closed ses-
sion. "Long term fiscal stability is 
a goal. Once the housing element 
is completed and there is an idea 
of what build-out will look like 
in ten years, then you can look at 
revenues and service levels.""

He said, "There is no magic 
bullet. The council will be able 
to establish performances mea-
sures, look at what is important 
in the way of services and build 
those performance measurements 
around the needed services."

BUDGET
(continued from page one)

Solar Fast Track
Alameda County Supervisors are moving too fast 

in trying to assist solar power development and could 
cause long-range problems for the county's prime 
agriculture land.

 Over 2000 acres-- more than half of the county's 
total prime ag acreage -- could be affected, warned the 
County Agriculture Advisory committee at its May 24 
meeting in Dublin.

 The speedup is for an application by the solar 
power company Cool Earth. They want the approval 
process hastened to help them secure financing for 
the project. 

 Supervisors Nate Miley and Scott Haggerty 
expressed support at the meeting for fast-track 
approval.

 In addition to the Cool Earth application, Pegasus 
Power has plans for a solar project encompassing more 
than 2000 acres of prime ag land. (Prime ag land is 
land that can be farmed and has irrigation available.) 
Pegasus is currently lining up the land, but has yet to 
file an application.

 Members of the ag advisory committee called for 
a full-scale land use study.

 Sheila Barry of UC Agriculture Extension stated,"It's 
not about just one impact, but the transformation of 
landscapes. There is a profound change in the way 
of life. ...

 "I would be sorry to see the transfer from ag lands 
to energy production. ... I urge the county to look at 
land use first," asserted Barry. "If it's appropriate for 
solar to come in first, then so be it."

 We urge the supervisors to heed their advisory 
committee. The impacts from these decisions will be 
felt for decades. The supervisors need to get off that 
fast track and plan very carefully.

      

By Ron McNicoll
Increases in a fund used to 

replace equipment will impact 
water rates in the future. Taking 
the step is necessary, say Zone 7 
Water Agency directors.

The board met June 15. It 
approved increases in the fund 
over the next five years to ensure 
there will be enough money to 
cover costs of repair to pipes, 
components of water treatment 
facilities,  and other facilities 
especially when emergencies 
occur.

Zone 7 needs to add to the 
fund because it has built more 
facilities as growth continued. 
The agency has been earmarking 
$5.5 million annually to the re-
placement fund, which is known 
as the Assets Management Plan 
(AMP). 

The approval on a 6-0 vote, 
with director Chris Moore absent, 
will scale up the AMP  starting 
with an increase to $6.6 million 
in 2012-13. That will be followed 
by increases to $8.5 million the 
following year, then $9.65 mil-
lion, followed by $10.5 million, 
and finally to the $11.4 million 
annual level in 2016-17. 

Funding will remain at that 
level in current dollars. The pro-

More Facilities Lead Zone 7 To Increase Replacement Fund
gram will be reviewed every five 
years. The dollar amounts will be 
revised for inflation.

The AMP contribution to fu-
ture water rate increases is about 
15 to 20 percent of the total. 
Other factors figure into water 
rates. The board sets the rates 
annually, so the AMP ramp-up's 
effect on future rates can't be 
precisely predicted right now.

Directors said it was impor-
tant to increase the AMP, which 
has been a topic of interest to the 
Valley's four retailers. 

Discussions between the re-
tailers and Zone 7 resulted in a 
two year extension of the ramp-
up period, so that the amounts set 
aside won't go up as drastically 
from year to year.

Board members explained 
why the AMP increases are 
needed. President John Greci 
said that Zone 7 has water read-
ability in its mission statement. 
"We can't afford down time in an 
emergency," he said.

Director Sandy Figuers added, 
"This is the core of Zone 7 sup-
plying water." Director Sarah 
Palmer stated, "We know we 
can't rely on the state in an emer-
gency. We know the money is 
not there."

On another item, the board 
approved the final draft of the 
East County Conservation Strat-
egy (EACCS). It is a document 
designed to centralize informa-
tion about habitat mitigation. 
The Valley cities, Zone 7, and 
other agencies are participating 
in it, with Zone 7 taking the or-
ganizational and administrative 
lead. The board vote was 6-0 for 
approval.

The board heard a presenta-
tion on the plan earlier this year. 
At that time, ranchers Darrel 
and Karen Sweet had asked for a 
delay in order to consider includ-
ing a rangeland science element 
in the plan.

However, rangeland science 
proponents had not prepared any 
information by the Zone 7 meet-
ing last week.  Both Sweets again 
asked for more time, emphasiz-
ing that it's important to include 
current rangeland science in the 
plan. Santa Clara Valley hired 
a rangeland consultant before 
going forward with its plan, said 
Karen Sweet.

Board members and staff 
said that the EACCS is a "living 
document." Changes can be made 
later. However, Karen Sweet said 
that the implementation of the 

EACCS will  be accomplishedby 
the steering committee. It doesn't 
include scientists, and right now 
has no money to hire a consul-
tant, so ranching may be left out 
of the options for conservation, 
she said.

Karen Sweet's basic conten-
tion is that modern rangeland 
science supports many conser-
vation uses that people seeking 
mitigation might not be aware 
of. Inserting that science in the 
plan now would help foster 
awareness.

Darrel Sweet, chair of the 
County Agricultural Advisory 
Committee, said that the panel 
was not included in the pro-
cess. "There are less than 400 
conserved rangeland acres in 
Alameda County, but 240,000 
in the state, so there is not much 
in Alameda County." Unless  
conservation is accomplished 
properly from the beginning, 
EACCS will have to fix it later, 
he said.

Palmer said that she appreci-
ated the Sweet's concern. "How-
ever, this is never a final docu-
ment." 

The Sweet's request was not 
included.
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“Eye on the Bay’s” Brian 
Hackney, Liam Mayclem and 
Thuy Vu will be broadcasting 
live from Livermore’s Thursday 
Night Farmers Market, Thursday, 
June 23rd, from 7 to 7:30pm. 
(KPIX, CBS, Channel 5, 705)

The trio will host the half 
hour broadcast from Carnegie 
Park and will introduce a number 
of feature stories focusing on 
Livermore as a day trip destina-

tion.  Some specific locales in the 
segments include:

• Mom and Pop Wineries and 
Tours: (El Sol Winery, McGrail 
Vineyards, Finestra and Tuneta 
are featured, as well as Livermore 
Valley Wine and Cycle Tours, 
Ruby Hill Mello Cielo Bus Tour 
and the Underdog Wine Bar)

• Downtown (Riata Restau-
rant, Vine Cinema, Blacksmith 
Square)

• Around-town Activities (Fire 
Station No.6, Combat Flights 
with Attitude Aviation and the 
Duarte Garage)

• Country Road Trips (Brian 
Hackney drives the countryside 
“north of 580” and up through 
the Altamont Pass).  

Also, a journey far out Mines 
Road to the Junction Bar and Grill 
will be part of the program.

'Eye on the Bay' to Broadcast 
Live from Livermore Farmers' Market
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The photo shows how the ponds are being shaped to create new wetlands.

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District Board of 
Directors is seeking applicants 
to serve on the Personnel Com-
mission. The Commission has a 
vacancy due to the resignation 
of Commissioner Lindsay Paul, 
who is relocating.

LARPD is accepting appli-
cants through 5 p.m. Friday, July 
8, for a volunteer position on the 
Commission. Personnel Com-
missioners are appointed by the 
Board to four-year terms.

The Commission is a volunteer 
body and monitors the District’s 
personnel policies, oversees the 
hiring of full-time staff, hears 
appeals of disciplinary actions 
and makes recommendations to 
the Board of Directors on matters 
of personnel administration. The 
Commission meets as needed, 
but normally not more than once 
a month.

Individuals should submit a 
letter of interest and information 
on knowledge and experience 
with personnel administration to 
District General Manager Timo-
thy J. Barry, LARPD, 4444 East 

Ave., Livermore, Calif., 94550. 
For more information about the 
position, please call Tim Barry at 
925-373-5700.

Personnel Commission Has Opening

Cross Road sheep rancher 
Charles Foscalina has made 
progress concerning the threat 
a Caltrans project poses to his 
ranch. 

Foscalina said a week ago 
he was surprised when Caltrans 
showed up with an earth mover 
to put up some dams to create 3.8 
acres of wetlands across the street 
from his property.

His worry was that it would 
affect the flow of a seasonal 
stream that comes down from 
the Altamont. He said he thought 
that could impact his well levels, 
his own wetlands, and a stock 
pond.

Foscalina said this week that 
he has told Caltrans that he wants 
to see some modification to the 
shallow earthen dams, so there 
is some diversion over to his 
land during dry years. He also 
would like the Army Corps of 
Engineers to monitor the project 
for eight years.

Caltans is offering the modi-
fications he has requested. How-
ever, Foscalina said that there 
is a catch that he doesn't like. 
"Caltrans said, 'You have to sign 
a release for us in case the Army 
Corps might designate so much 
wetlands there that it might de-
value your property.'" 

Foscalina said that as much 
as he cares about ensuring his 

Rancher Ponders 
Agency's Offer on Water

future water supply, he is not 
sure about signing such a paper. 
He also doubts that would give 
him the results that he wants to 
see. So far, he is thinking about 
the situation.

Traci Ruth, a spokesperson 
for Caltrans, provided some 
clarification from the agency's 
standpoint.

Ruth noted that a study was 
conducted that determined there 
was adequate water to support 
the new wetlands. After hearing 
about Foscalina's concerns, the 
agency immediately stopped the 
project and "diligently worked to 
resolve the issues."

Further studies showed that 
Foscalina's wetlands are sup-
ported by other water sources. 
The study doesn't name the 
sources. However, the area does 
have spring-fed spots of water, 
said Darrel Sweet, whose family 
owns the large parcel across from 
Foscalina. Sweet's land has been 
put into a conservancy. 

As part of satisfying Foscali-
na's request, the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board wants 
the Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE) to verify the wetlands 
delineation on Foscalina's prop-
erty. It will provide an official 
baseline measurement of the 
wetlands, so any future impact 
can be judged by the  eight years' 

monitoring that ACOE would 
undertake.

Establishing a verified de-
lineation also gives ACOE the 
power to modify Foscalina's 
wetlands as to size and shape. 
Foscalina can challenge that de-
lineation, if he disagrees.

"This process takes time, and 
can be up to half a year before fi-
nal verification, " said Ruth. Once 
verified, the delineation will 
restrict physical activities that 
include grading, maintenance or 
repair of berms, and future devel-

opment within the wetlands areas 
without an ACOE permit."

Foscalina could go for a dif-
ferent kind of verification, a pre-
liminary one. The ACOE would 
review previous work, and stamp 
it, but not come to the property to 
verify the delineation. However, 
there would still be the restric-
tions on activities that include 
grading , maintenance or repair 
of berms, and future development 
without an ACOE permit.

If Foscalina goes either route, 
any information or restrictions 

would become a covenant on 
the land, and follow it if it were 
sold or transferred. Caltrans is 
not imposing the conditions. 
ACOE and the water board are, 
said Ruth.

In addition, Caltrans will 
construct a perforated pipe with 
permeable backfill under the 
constructed wetlands to col-
lect ground water and pass it 
down to the existing culvert at 
Cross Road, which goes over to 
Foscalna's property.

As to a statement in the pre-

vious story about Foscalina, 
and his contention that Caltrans 
didn't have to notify him about 
the impending marsh work be-
cause it's part of the Highway 84 
environmental project permit, 
Ruth said, "The project is  a 
completely unique one requiring 
its own environmental clearance 
document.  Caltrans performed a 
separate environmental clearance 
document for the new wetlands. 
The project was determined to be 
Categorically Exempt."

 

The Heavy Vehicle Aero-
dynamic Drag Project, led by 
Kambiz Salari at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory, 
has been awarded an HPC Inno-
vation Excellence Award for its 
use of modeling and simulation 
to find practical ways to reduce 
aerodynamic drag and improve 
the fuel efficiency of the tractor 
trailers ubiquitous on America’s 
highways.

The International Data Cor-
poration (IDC) announced the 

award Monday morning at the 
International Supercomputing 
Conference (ISC11) in Hamburg, 
Germany.

“This award recognizes the 
effort of the team that worked on 
this project, which was founded 
by LLNL’s Rose McCallen in 
1997,” Salari said.  In 2005, 
Salari took over leadership of 
the LLNL program.   The project 
has applied advanced comput-
ing techniques to the reduction 
of aerodynamic drag in tractor 

trailers and has demonstrated that 
high performance computing can 
be applied to everyday problems 
with a big potential payoff.

Using a virtual testing ap-
proach, Salari, colleague Jason 
Ortega and collaborators were 
able to design easily attachable 
devices able to reduce a trac-
tor trailer’s aerodynamic drag, 
providing up to 17 percent fuel 
efficiency. This fuel economy 
potentially translates into 6.2 bil-
lion gallons of diesel fuel per year 
and a reduction of 63 million tons 

of carbon dioxide emissions.  The 
projected cost savings per year, 
based on U.S. average diesel fuel 
cost of $3.91, is approximately 
$24.2 billion.

Fuel economy improvement 
was made possible by a com-
bination of aerodynamic drag 
reduction, vehicle streamlining, 
tractor trailer integration and the 
use of low resistance, wide-base 
single tires.  HPC played a criti-
cal role in enabling the modeling 
and simulation of such detailed 
vehicle geometry as the hood, 
engine, wheels, wheel wells, door 
handles and mirrors as well as the 
ability to handle the highly turbu-
lent and massively separated flow 
fields around the vehicle.

Virtual testing also acceler-

ated the testing of drag reduction 
concepts and reduced the need 
for the costly prototypes other-
wise needed to identify a suc-
cessful aerodynamic design. The 
drag reduction concepts were 
evaluated in full-scale wind tun-
nel and track tests conducted in 
collaboration with Navistar and 
NASA Ames (wind tunnel).

A mechanical engineer by 
degree, Salari has worked at 
LLNL since 2001 applying his 
expertise in computer modeling 
and simulation, an outgrowth of 
his longstanding interest in fluid 
dynamics.

Criteria for the IDC award 
include: showcasing success 
stories involving HPC in science 
and industry; helping other users 

understand the benefits of HPC; 
demonstrating the value of HPC 
to funding bodies; and garnering 
public awareness of and support 
for investment in HPC. In all, 
nine projects received awards 
this year.

Lab Project Earns Innovation Excellence Award
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In addition to the Centennial Lightbulb, those attending the 110th birthday of the lightbulb, were 
able to view antique fire equipment and see displays related to history.
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By Patricia Koning
During the spring baseball 

season, Granada High School 
baseball players did more than 
just practice their hitting, throw-
ing, and catching. Seven players 
from the freshman and junior 
varsity (JV) teams collected over 
300 pounds of new and used 
baseball equipment—helmets, 
bats, gloves, baseballs, and 
catchers’ equipment—for Pitch 
in for Baseball (PIFB).

PIFB is a nonprofit organi-
zation based in Pennsylvania 
with the mission of helping kids 
and making friends all over the 
world by sharing the great game 
of baseball. The organization 
distributes new and gently used 
baseball equipment to needy 
communities within the United 
States and around the world. 
“The communities we serve of-
ten are struggling for their basic 
needs. We want to make sure that 
the kids in those communities 
aren’t overlooked,” reads the 
PIFB website. 

Granada freshman baseball 
coaches Jeff Hollar and Steve 
Richards decided this year to get 
their players involved in a com-
munity service event. Freshman 
players Brandon Jefferies, Nick 
Campiotti, Matt Hilgen, Matty 
Proetel, and Ryan Dearborn 
and JV players Kyle Campiotti 
and Matt Richards stepped up 
to the plate, so to speak. They 
first raided their own garages 

for outgrown and unused equip-
ment, and then turned to family, 
friends, and local little league 
associations. 

“These players really un-
derstood that by collecting this 
equipment, they were giving 
other children a chance to play 
baseball,” says Hollar. “They did 
get a lot of support from parents, 
but the players did this mostly 
on their own.” An alumni par-
ent, Robin Van Galder, arranged 
to ship the equipment to PIFB’s 
warehouse for free. 

Hollar says he plans to expand 
this project to Granada’s entire 
baseball team next year. “I’m 
notorious for trying new things 
with the freshman team and then 
pushing it to the rest of the team,” 
he explains. “As coaches, we’re 
trying to teach these players to 
be more than just athletes—it’s 

The Aquacowboys made their presence known at this year’s 
Santa Clara International swim meet. Andrew Hayes, Nina 
Hayes, Evan Carlo were qualifiers. Andrew competed in the 50 
and100m free, 100m fly, 100m and 200m back and 200m IM. Nina 
competed in the 50 and100m free, 100m fly, 100m and 200m 
back, 100m breast and 200m IM. Evan competed in the 100m fly, 
100m and 200m back and 200m IM. They are pictured with their 
coach Alex Silver. The SC International meet hosted Olympians 
such as Michael Phelps, Rebecca Soni, Ryan Lochte, Cullen 
Jones, Natalie Coughlin and many of the fastest swimmers in 
the world. 
 

Alameda County Fair Horse 
Racing, kicks off Thursday, 
June 23.

The meet will run through 
Sunday, July 10, with five days 
of no racing, as the track will be 
dark. (June 27-29 and July 5-6)

There are six Thoroughbred 
Stakes Races during the meet, 
with the final weekend featuring 
the always talent-laden Everett 
Nevin Alameda County Stakes 
for 2-year-olds on Saturday, July 
9 and the closing day, Sam J. 
Whiting Memorial Handicap – a 
six furlong race which always 
attracts some of the top sprinters 
in Northern California.

On June 25, the first Saturday 
of the meet, the Wathba Stud 
Farms Stakes for Arabians is tak-
ing place. H.H. Sheikh Mansoor 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan has do-
nated $10,000 to be split among 
five Arabian races at five differ-
ent Fairs. The $2,000 added to 
the race makes the purse $7,000 
for the race. The Sheikh will not 
be in attendance at the race, but a 
traveling party of approximately 
20 from the United Arab Emir-
ates is expected to be on hand.

Post time each day is 1:15 
P.M. The Daily Handicapping 
Seminar featuring track an-
nouncer, Frank Mirahmadi and 
local turf writer Dennis Miller, 
will go over each day’s program 
offering their insight. The two 
also bring in guests most days, 
with some of the annual guests 
including jockey Russell Baze 
and local trainer Jeff Bonde.

Other events going on during 
the races this year include the 
Win, Place and Show Contest, as 
well as the $10,000 Putting Chal-
lenge. Both events can be entered 
daily in the grandstand area.

The 3rd Annual Hat Contest 
will be held on June 25. The 
Derby Dog Dash will be back on 
July 2, and July 9. There will be 
no Win, Place and Show Contest 
on those two days.

June 23 is the Traditional Rac-
ing T-shirt giveaway for the first 
1,000 people who enter the Win, 
Place and Show Contest. July 8 
is the Secretariat Ball Cap Give-
away for the first 1,000 people 
who enter the Win, Place and 
Show Contest.

Stakes schedule: Saturday, 
June 25 – 43rd Alameda County 
Fillies and Mares; Friday, July 1 
– Livermore Valley Wine Stakes; 
Saturday, July 2 – 33rd Juan Gon-
zalez Memorial Stakes; Monday, 
July 4 – 45th Alamedan Handi-
cap; Saturday, July 9 – Everett 
Nevin Alameda County Stakes; 
and Sunday, July 10 – 49th run-
ning Sam J. Whiting Memorial 
Handicap.

With the “Oldest One-Mile 
Race Track in America,” the Fair 
Association hopes to continually 
enhance its horse training and 
racing program in Pleasanton.

For more information, please 
visit www.AlamedaCountyFair.
com, or call (925) 426-7600.

Granada Baseball Players 
Share Love of the Game

Today, June 23 
First Day of Live 
Racing at Fair

about being good human beings 
too.

PIFB is currently accept-
ing donations of new or gently 
used fielding gloves, youth bats, 
catcher’s mitts and protective 
gear, batting helmets, baseballs 
and softballs, soft cover balls for 
Tee Ball, rubber baseball cleats, 
youth uniform pants (sets of 12, 
or more, if not white or gray), 
youth uniform shirts and hats 
(sets of 12, or more), umpire 
protective gear, team equipment 
bags, sets of bases, batting tees, 
and pitching machines.

Gently used is defined as not 
damaged or in need of repair—
something you’d feel comfort-
able giving to a friend or family 
member. If in doubt, says the 
PIFB website, go ahead and send 
it in. For more information, visit 
www.pitchinforbaseball.org.

Premier Champions
Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club 

99 Premier Team was named the U12 Premier 
Champions of the US Club National Cup X 
Modesto, California Regionals on June 14th. 
US Club divides up the United States into 
10 regions and crowns winners for the top 
team in each region from the U11 to the U19 
age groups. As U12 Premier victors, the road 
ends here this year for the BUSC 99 Premier 
team, but the champs from the U13 age groups 
and above will travel to Boise, Idaho in July 
to play the winners from the other 9 regions 
for the National Championship.

The tournament began for the BUSC 
boys on Saturday, June 11th in Ripon, Cali-
fornia with a 4-1 victory over the Richmond 
Sol Cobras. It continued Sunday, June 12th 
with a 3-3 draw against Elk Grove Navy. 
A 6-1 victory on Monday over the Lobos 
United FC from Livingston, California, 
advanced the boys to the finals on Tuesday 
morning in Turlock, California. The boys 
rallied back from a 2-1 deficit in the first 
half to claim a 3-2 victory over the Juventus 
Aztecs Premier (from Redwood City) and 
the championship.

Coach Ed Lecco kept tabs on the team 
via text and email from his vacation spot in 
the Caribbean. BUSC's U9-U12 Director 
of Coaching, Andrew Ziemer, led the team 
to victory with assistance from the team?s 
two head coaches from the previous 3 years: 
Sean Lemoine and Greg Rubendall. The team 
received significant contributions from 3 club 
guest players: Imran Matin (from BUSC 
99 Elite), Adolfo Trujillo (from BUSC 00 
Premier) and Nico Lemoine (from BUSC 
00 Premier). 

Granada Little League
Granada Little League Minor AAA 

Rangers took on the San Ramon Canyon 
Creek Braves in the second round of the 

Tournament of Champions, coming away 
with a 2 to 1 win. 

After a 10-0 win on Saturday 6/18, the 
Rangers came ready to play. 

PitcherRiley Van Trease came in and in 
5 innings struck out 11 batters only allowing 
1 run. Drew Marples came in struck out the 
side in the end of the 5th and 6th inning to 
close the game.

Hitting led to the win. Starting off a rally 
bottom of the 3rd was Nolan McCormick with 
a base hit up the middle, followed by Con-
nor McGlothin's base hit. Harry Rose came 
in and smacked the ball for 2 RBIs. Aside 
of the great pitching, the Rangers had great 
defensive plays. Top of the 1st inning Sam 
Miller at short stopped a ball and quickly 
threw to Drew Marples at 1st base to get the 
runner. In the 6th inning a throw from Drew 
Marples to Riley Van Trease at 1st got the 
runner out to win the game. 

 

Dolphins vs. Barracudas
The Pleasanton Valley Club (PVC) 

Dolphins beat the Castlewood Barracudas by 
a score of 1041 to 749 at the June 18, 2011 
Valley Swim League meet. The Dolphins 
were led by Coach Brett. 

PVC Top Swimmers were as follows:
Bryce McLaggan 1st place in 5 events 

(50 free, 50 fly, 50 breast, 100 IM, and 200 
Medley Relay); Brian Wiener 1st Place in 
5 events (50 free, 50 breast, 100 IM, 200 
medley relay and 200 free relay); Jackson 
Morgenstern 1st Place in 4 events (25 free, 
25 fly, 100 medley relay and 100 free relay); 
Taylor Truex 1st Place in 5 events (50 free, 
50 fly, 50 breast, 100 IM, and 200 Medley 
Relay); Marissa Lawrence 1st Place in 4 
events (25 fly, 100 IM, 25 back, and 200 free 
Relay); Danielle Sirotta 1st Place in 5 events 
(50 free, 50 breast, 100 IM, 200 medley relay 
and 200 free relay

Also turning in solid performances 
were:

15-18's: Anna Dotson, Lissi Knell, Allie 

Rodriguez, Brent Bockover, Max Gastineau, 
Bryce McLaggan

13-14's: Lucy Brillhart, Olivia Gonsman, 
Ashley Person, Gabrielle Welk, Copeland 
Green, Bryce Hwang, Addison McLaggan, 
Jeremy Usedom, Brett Walsh

11-12's: Lily Kreiger, Nicole Melo, Lo-
ren Curry, Alan Thomas, Matthew Dotson, 
Brian Weiner

9-10's :Alexis Bayani, Megan Bouchard, 
Julia Camello, Julia Gonsman, Madison 
Hildebrand, Ava Holbrook, Lindy Ludwig, 
Katie Risher, Marissa Lawrence, Carina Sta-
cey, Kieran Wallace, Daniel Huang, Brendan 
Hwang, Evan Thomas, Gavin Wallace

7-8's: Abbey Baer, Ava Bice, Zoe 
Grell, Mia Hildebrand, Leila Lyons, Dara 
Perkins-Arango, Makenna Warner, Kylie 
Lorenzini, Logan Bayani, Blake Bouchard, 
Ethan Braga, Noah Marek, Anthony Pennisi, 
Trevor Plotke

6 and under: Katelin Barker, Maggie 
French, Claire Gersich, Kelly Queen, Sydney 
Queen, Elizabeth Williams, Max Bice, Colin 
Braga, Evan Grell, Jackson Morgenstern, 
Jackson Risher

 

Del Prado vs. DBAC
The Dolores Bengston Aquatic Center 

(DBAC) Piranhas hosted the Del Prado 
Stingrays last Saturday, June 18 at the Pleas-
anton Dolores Bengston Aquatic Center. The 
final score for the meet was DBAC 528, Del 
Prado 466.  

The top female swimmers for the DBAC 
Piranhas were Sophia Kang (6), Rebecca 
Pollitz, (13), Naomi Chan (14) and Iris 
Chang (17).

The top male swimmers for the DBAC 
Piranhas were Andrew Silva (12) and Zach-
ary Corbishley (12).

The top female swimmers for the Del 
Prado Stingrays were Madeline Foster (10), 
Nicole White (12), and Elaina Gates (16).

The top male swimmers for the Del 
Prado Stingrays were Andrew McMasters 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Runners take off for the 5K portion of the Pleasanton Spirit Run. The annual event was held on 
Father's Day. Proceeds go to support the Rotary Club of Pleasanton's scholarship program. In 
addition to the 5K, there was a 10K event. 
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The Pleasanton Foothill Little League Major Angels defeated the 
A’s 1 to 0 in the championship playoff game at the Bernal Fields. 
Joshua Ott threw a one hitter, while striking out 16 A’s batters. 
Ott also drove in the only run of the game with a single to center 
field driving in Joey Lea. Jeremy Lea and Jack Sanderson did a 
great job sharing the catching duties. The Angels now advance to 
the District 57 TOCs. Top Offensive players: Joshua Ott and Joey 
Lea; Top Defensive players: Joshua Ott, Jeremy Lea, and Jack 
Sanderson. In the photo, the team is pictured after the win.

Shown in the picture are members of Pleasanton Ballistic United 
Soccer Club 99 Premier (back row, left to right) Manager Eric 
Steuben, Coach Greg Rubendall, Jacob Dremalas, Youki Chiba, 
Adolfo Trujillo, Garrett Howell, Coach Andrew Ziemer, Kyle 
McClanahan, Imran Matin, Jared Wilson, Jimmy Thompson, 
Coach Sean Lemoine; (front row) Nico Lemoine, Bryce Taylor, 
Ryan Murray, Keaton Steuben, Jason Campbell, Nick Carreon; 
and kneeling in front with the team trophy, Goalkeeper Blake 
Staniford

Pictured are Pleasanton Seahawks seniors (from left) Catherine 
Fong, Stephanie Gee, Kyle Lindsay, Sasha Alcon, Andrew Seitz, 
Catherine Breed, Danielle Stickler, Tim McLaughlin, Brandon 
Chandler

While thinking about the 
killer final coming up and the 
weekend swim meet, unpleas-
ant words exchanged with her 
mom the night before echoed 
in her mind. As she entered the 
girl’s locker room before swim 
practice, her teammates could 
see the troubled look on her face. 
“What’s up?” they asked. Shar-
ing the woes of a typical teen, 
it all came gushing out. Many 
hugs and words of encourage-
ment came to her rescue. During 
practice her coach knew when to 
push, praise, laugh, and listen. 
The swim team community gave 
her what she needed: respect, 
friendship, and yes, even disci-
pline. Together this swim com-
munity produces resilient people 
and resilient teams. Meet one 
such community: the Pleasanton 
Seahawks (PLS) Swim Team 
Class of 2011: Sasha Alcon, 
Catherine Breed, Brandon Chan-
dler, Catherine Fong, Stephanie 
Gee, Tory Houston, Kyle Lind-
say, Tim McLaughlin, Andrew 
Seitz and Danielle Stickler. 

Although these graduating 
seniors are typical teenagers, 
they maintain a weekly practice 
schedule in excess of twenty 
hours, while juggling many other 
obligations including academic 
excellence. Instead of waiting 
for their ship to come in, these 
seniors have learned how to 
swim out to it and look forward 
to attending a Who’s Who list of 
colleges in the fall: Dartmouth; 
UC Berkeley; University of the 

The public is invited to sup-
port the Livermore Police De-
partment’s “Every 15 Minutes” 
alcohol awareness program for 
teenagers by participating in a 
fund-raising golf tournament 
hosted by the Rotary Club of 
Livermore Valley on Friday, Au-
gust 5th, 2011.

“Every 15 Minutes” is de-
signed to impress upon teens 
the potentially dangerous conse-
quences of drinking alcohol. 

The program focuses on stu-
dents in Livermore, Granada 
and Del Valle High Schools, 
challenging them to think about 
drinking and driving, as well 
as the responsibility of making 
mature decisions that can impact 
on family, friends and others. 
Members of the Livermore police 
and fire departments, high school 
officials, ValleyCare Health Sys-
tem staff and community leaders 
work together to present the 
program.

“Unique in its design and 
powerful in its impact, the ‘Every 
15 Minutes’ program is an expe-
rience that brings a heightened 
sense of reality to the issue of 
alcohol use,” said Rotarian and 
retired Livermore Police Depart-
ment Captain Scott Trudeau.

Entry fee for the golf tourna-
ment is $195 per person and in-
cludes lunch & BBQ dinner, golf 
cart and green fees. Check-in at 
“The Course at Wente Vineyard” 
begins at 11:30 a.m., with the 
shotgun start at 12:30 p.m. Prizes 
and awards in men’s and women’s 
divisions and other categories 
will be presented at dinner festivi-
ties. This is a TEXAS Scramble 
format, with entry forms & fees 
are due by July 12th. 

Corporate sponsors are being 
sought for this event as well. For 
more information and to register, 
go to www.RCLVGolf.dojiggy.
com, or contact Graham Scott at 
(925) 784-9800 or Scott Trudeau 

Pleasanton Seahawks Swim Team Class of 2011
Pacific; Northeastern University; 
Arizona State University; Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo; Univer-
sity of Redlands; Northwestern 
University; and Saint Louis 
University. The character traits 
developed through teamwork, 
time management, leadership, 
discipline, and organizational 
skills will stay with them in their 
future careers: Biology, Sports 
Management, Environmental 
Engineering, Chemical Engineer-
ing, Business, Animal Science, 
and Material Engineering. 

As part of a strong team com-
munity, the swimmers have many 
fond memories that will stay with 
them for life. When asked what 
they will miss the most Sasha Al-
con enthusiastically shared, “I am 
so thankful for swimming with 
such amazingly dedicated people 
that share a common goal.” 
Danielle Stickler summed it up 
when she said, “The people in the 
Senior-Elite group are my second 
family.” Catherine Fong stated, 
“I’m not sure what I am going 
to do without my teammates!” 
Stephanie Gee remarked that she 
will miss “the atmosphere, which 
is about working hard while still 
having fun.” Catherine Breed 
insightfully said, “Being a part 
of this team has made me who I 
am today; I will never forget my 
nine years as a Seahawk.” 

Mention PLS Head Coach 
Steve Morsilli, and the stories 
start to fly. Kyle Lindsay remem-
bers “when Coach Steve was at 
Disneyland with his Grumpy 

hat on.” Tory Houston recalls 
traveling with Coach Steve dur-
ing the 2008 Canadian Olympic 
Trials trying to find their way 
around Quebec “without know-
ing French was quite an adven-
ture, to say the least!” Brandon 
Chandler remembers the time he 
“went a best time in the 1000 free 
at 2010 Long Beach sectionals 
and went over to Steve; he gave 
me a huge man hug.” 

Along with the reward of 
great memories, many of these 
swimmers have been honored 
for their dedication and persever-
ance in swimming and academic 
areas. Sasha Alcon was award-
ed USA Swimming Scholastic 
All-American. Catherine Breed 
competed in the Olympic Trials, 
was named Pacific Swimming 
“Most Outstanding” and will be 
attending Cal on a swimming 

scholarship. Brandon Chandler 
earned the distinction of NCS 
Scholar Athlete and Top Scholar 
Honor all four years of high 
school. Catherine Fong achieved 
several merit scholarships and 
the Jonas Tervydis Inspirational 
Award. Stephanie Gee received 
the Dean’s Connection Scholar-
ship and the Engineering Legacy 
Scholarship. Tory Houston will 
be attending ASU on a scholar-
ship and made Olympic Trials 
in 2008. Kyle Lindsay was an 
EBAL/NCS Finalist and won the 
Pepsi Scholarship. Andrew Seitz 
received a swimming scholar-
ship to Northwestern University, 
and Danielle Stickler earned an 
academic and swimming schol-
arship to Saint Louis University. 
For more information about the 
Pleasanton Seahawks, visit www.
pleasantonseahawks.org.

 
(925) 580-8144.

“This is an exciting opportuni-
ty to support an important cause, 
enjoy a challenging golf course 
and spend a day with friends, 
neighbors and colleagues,” said 
Scott Trudeau.

For more information on the 
“Every 15 Minutes” program go 
to www.ci.livermore.ca.us/LPD/
programs/every_15_minutes.
html.

Tournament Helps to Fund 
'Every 15 Minutes' Program

(6), John Lester (8), Jack Bessiere (10), and 
Ryan Hogue (14).

Also recording good performances for 
the Stingrays were Shelby Hicks (8), Lacey 
Hicks(10), Megan Banke (15), Laura Klein 
(16), Alyssa Bardakos (11), Jack Bessiere 
(10),Cameron Kurotori (15), David Reimer 
(8), Steven Reimer (10), and Jacob Banke 
(12). Forthe Pirahnas were JenniferLee (11), 
Katie Earle (13), Christina Tsai (6), Aven 
Lee (6), Nicola Lindell (10), Kevin Lee (8), 
Daniel Huang (15), Vincent Chang (14), Arie 
Chen (12),and Lionel Liu (6).

1st place finishers for DBAC girls: 6&U 
25Y free, Aven Lee, 21.43; 13-14 50Y free, 
Rebecca Pollitz, 28.43; 6&U 25Y fly, Sophia 
Kang, 25.76; 7-8 25Y fly, Taylor Rohovit, 
19.86; 15-18 50Y fly, Iris Chang, 28.23; 
6&U 25Y breast, Christina Tsai, 27.60; 
7-8 25Y breast, Grace Tuttle, 25.64; 9-10 
25Y breast, Nicola Lindell, 19.82; 11-12 
50Y breast, Jennifer Lee, 40.42; 13-14 50Y 
breast, Rebecca Pollitz, 36.89; 13-14 100Y 
IM, Naomi Chan, 1:10.87; 15-18 100Y IM, 
Iris Chang, 1:06.39; 6&U 25Y back, Sophia 
Kang, 24.50; 7-8 25Y back, Taylor Rohovit, 
20.77; 9-10 25Y back, Emily Tincher, 16.56; 
13-14 50Y back, Naomi Chan, 33.03.

1st place finishers for DBAC Boys: 11-12 
50Y free, Andrew Silva, 27.88; 15-18 50Y 
free, Michael Pasquale, 24.87; 7-8 25Y fly, 
Kevin Lee, 24.92; 11-12 50Y fly, Andrew 
Silva, 32.19; 15-18 50Y fly, Mattias Lindell, 
26.86; 6&U 25Y breast, Lionel Liu, 35.16; 
11-12 50Y breast, Zachary Corbishley, 39.21; 
13-14 50Y breast, Minsu Kim, 37.00; 15-18 
50Y breast, Daniel Huang, 32.55; 11-12 100Y 
IM, Zachary Corbishley, 1:19.68; 15-18 
100Y IM, Justin Pasquale, 1:01.27; 6&U 
25Y back, William Zhai, 38.82; 9-10 25Y 
back, Wilmer Lin, 18.34;13-14 50Y back, 
Vincent Chang, 33.72.  

1st place finishers for Del Prado Girls: 
7-8 25Y free, Shelby Hicks, 18.38; 9-10 
50Y free, Madeline Foster, 32.81; 11-12 
50Y free, Meghan Hogue, 33.11; 15-18 50Y 
free, Elaina Gates, 27.04; 9-10 25Y fly, Lacey 
Hicks, 17.55; 11-12 50Y fly, Nicole White, 
34.08; 13-14 50Y fly, Megan Doi, 32.45; 
15-18 50Y breast, Elaina Gates, 37.56; 9-10 
100Y IM, Madeline Foster, 1:24.25; 11-12 
100Y IM, Nicole White, 1:19.01; 11-12 25Y 
back, Cameron Huber, 35.57; 15-18 50Y 
back, Megan Banke, 35.10.

1st place finishers for Del Prado Boys: 
6&U 25Y free, Andrew McMasters, 23.30; 
7-8 25Y free, John Lester, 18.74; 9-10 50Y 
free, Steven Reimer, 36.72; 13-14 50Y 
free, Ryan Hogue, 26.22; 6&U 25Y fly, 
Andrew McMasters, 32.97; 9-10 25Y fly, 
Jack Bessiere, 17.42; 13-14 50Y fly, Ryan 
Hogue, 30.79; 7-8 25Y breast, John Lester, 
24.82; 9-10 25Y breast, Michael McMasters, 
21.97; 9-10 100Y IM, Jack Bessiere, 1:35.49; 
13-14 100Y IM, Ryan Hogue, 1:10.79; 7-8 
25Y back, John Lester, 22.91; 11-12 50Y 
back, Taylor Smith, 39.71; 15-18 50Y back, 
Cameron Kurotori, 29.02.

Relay results: firls 6-under 100 medley: 
DBAC (Kang, Sophia 6, Tsai, Christina 6, 
Reilly, Lauren 6, Lee, Aven 6), 1:37.30. 7-8 
girls DBAC (Barrera, Alexis 8, Tuttle, Grace 
8, O'Brien, Samantha 8, Rohovit, Taylor 
8), 1:23.42. 9-10 girls: (Tincher, Emily 10, 
Lindell, Nicola 10, Earle, Allison 10, Lee, 
Kaela 9), 1:09.79. 11-12 girls 200 medley Del 
Prado (Huber, Cameron 12, Hogue, Meghan 
11, White, Nicole 12, Waldear, Heather 12), 
2:21.07. 13-14 girls DBAC (Chan, Naomi 
14, Pollitz, Rebecca 13, Kilkenny, Anika 
14, Lewis, Madasyn 14), 2:11.03. 15-18 
girls: Del Prado (Klein, Emily 18, Strom, 
Jaclyn 17, Gates, Elaina 16, Klein, Laura 
16), 2:09.90.

6-under girls 100 yard free: DBAC 
(Kang, Sophia 6, Reilly, Lauren 6, Tsai, 
Christina 6, Lee, Aven 6), 1:30.61. 7-8 
girls: DBAC (O'Brien, Samantha 8, Tuttle, 
Grace 8, Barrera, Alexis 8, Rohovit, Taylor 
8), 1:16.00. 9-10 girls 200 free: DBAC 
(Lee, Kaela 9, Earle, Allison 10, Tincher, 
Emily 10, Lindell, Nicola 10), 2:19.77. 
11-12 giirls Del Prado (Huber, Cameron 
12, Waldear, Heather 12, Bardakos, Alyssa 
11, White, Nicole 12), 2:10.00. 13-14 girls: 

DBAC (Earle, Katie 13, Pollitz, Rebecca 
13, Lewis, Madasyn 14, Chan, Naomi 14), 
1:57.64. 15-18 girls: DBAC (Holt, Claire 15, 
Lindell, Dominique 16, Pollitz, Amy-Lynn 
16, Chang, Iris 17), 1:56.04.

6-under boys 100 medley: DBAC (Wu, 
Jonathan M6, Zhai, William M6, Rohovit, 
Hunter M5, liu, Lionel M6), 2:33.99. 7-8 
boys: Del Prado (Reimer, David M8, Lester, 
John M8, Jorgenson, Sam M7, Lester, Timmy 
M7), 1:36.79. 9-10 boys: Del Prado (Bess-
iere, Matthew M10, McMasters, Michael M9, 
Bessiere, Jack M10, Reimer, Steven M10), 
1:16.41. 11-12 boys 200 medley: DBAC 
(Tincher, Sam M12, Corbishley, Zachary 
M12, Silva, Andrew M12, Gu, Raymond 
M12), 2:25.04. 13-14 boys: DBAC (Chang, 
Vincent M14, Kim, Minsu M13, Kye, 
Geunho M13, Kagele, Jerald M14), 2:09.67. 
15-18 men: DBAC (Pasquale, Michael M16, 
Mowry, Chris M17, Lindell, Mattias M15, 
Liebman, Jeffrey M15), 1:51.84.

6-under boys 100 free: Del Prado 
(Loeffler, Jake M6, Shackelford, Joey M6, 
Drain, Caden M6, McMasters, Andrew M6), 
2:17.10. 7-8 boys: DBAC (Yeh, Justin M8, 
Kost, Devon M8, Lee, Kevin M8, Corbishley, 
Michael M8), 1:28.98. 9-10 boys 200 free: 
DBAC (Kost, Jack M9, Chau, Nicholas M10, 
Yang, Jerry M9, Lin, Wilmer M10), 2:31.69. 
11-12 boys: DBAC  (Gu, Raymond M12, 
Tincher, Sam M12, Corbishley, Zachary 
M12, Silva, Andrew M12), 2:12.18. 13-14 
boys: DBAC  (Kim, Minsu M13, Kye, 
Geunho M13, Chang, Vincent M14, Kagele, 
Jerald M14), 1:51.18. 15-18 men: DBAC 
(Pasquale, Justin M16, Pasquale, Michael 
M16, Lindell, Mattias M15, Liebman, Jeffrey 
M15), 1:38.59.

All Valley Divers
All Valley Divers competed in the 

USA Diving Region 9 Championships in 
Riverside, California June 17 to 19. Here 
are the results:

Anatoly Nazarov (moving on to zones) 
11 under Boys 1 Meter, 171.20, 6th; 11 
under Boys 3 Meter, 178.20, 6th; Darby 
Culver 11 under Boys 1 Meter, 91.45, 21st; 
Jaydin Briggs,11 under Girls 1 Meter, 
119.50, 28th; 11 under Girls 3 Meter, 92.30, 
27th; Bianca Zhou, 11 under Girls 1 Meter, 
101.40, 37th;      

Isabelle Norton, 11 under Girls 1 Meter, 
98.00, 39th; Melissa Parker (moving to 
zones), 16-18 Girls 1 Meter, 334.65, 11th; 
16-18 Girls 3 Meter, 311.75, 22nd.

Sharks Nip Ruby Hill
Kicking off the Tri-Valley Swim League 

in style, the Pleasanton Meadows Sharks 
not only posted a 522-466 win over Ruby 
Hill, but they also established four new 
team records.

The record breaking started in the first 
event of the meet when the 13-14 boys medley 
relay team composed of Nick Tucker, Perry 
Cheney, Jack Geasa, and Justin Lee blasted 
out to a big league and cruised home in 
record time. In the first individual event, 
the Sharks continued breaking records when 
Joey Silva got to the wall in record time in 
the 50 free. 

Following closely behind those two 
bests, in the third event of the meet, the fly, 
two records were broken. First up was Nick 
Tucker who swam a 28.16 for the 13-14 boys 
record, then Kaala Cheney immediately fol-
lowed with a 15-18 girls fly record, getting 
to the wall in 30.24. These weren't the only 
first place finishes for Tucker and Cheney as 
they both participated in four winning events. 
Tucker went on to win the IM and swam on 
the winning free relay team with Colin Burke, 
Jerry Zong, and Perry Cheney. 

Meanwhile, Kaala Cheney was win-
ning the breaststroke and both relay teams. 
Swimming with Cheney on the two relays 
were Shelby Craig, Annie Geasa, and Elsa 
Schwaninger In the free and Geasa, Craig, 
and Lee Taylor in the medley. Kaala's 
brother Perry also had four wins, he was on 
both relays with Tucker, and also won the 
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Livermore’s women’s premiere soccer team, the West Coast 
Wildkatz, hosted Mayor Marshall Kamena at a recent home 
game at Granada High School Stadium.  The Wildkatz are one 
of the newest members to the Women’s Premier Soccer League 
(WPSL).  They are based in Livermore and field a team of former 
professional, collegiate, and premier players from the West Coast 
Soccer Club. The Wildkatz play at the highest available level 
of women's soccer in Northern California. Pictured are Mayor 
Marshall Kamena (center), the Wildkatz, and coaches Troy Dayak 
(left) and Marlon Fernandez (right).
 

The 2011 United States Bocce 
Championships gets underway 
this week at Campo di Bocce of 
Los Gatos and Livermore. 

From June 25 to July 2 the 
best Bocce players in the United 
States will battle for the National 
bocce title and for the oppor-
tunity to compete in the 2012 
World Bocce Championships 
taking place at Campo di Bocce 
of Livermore. The National 
Championships will consist of 
175 players making a total of 
125 different teams looking to 
take home the gold. 

The sport of Bocce has be-

free and breaststroke events. The final four 
event winner of the day was Cody Vaeth. 
Vaeth posted a team high three individual 
wins (9-10 IM, fly and free) and was part of 
the boys medley relay team of David Florio, 
Dakota Ruby, and Brady Scanlon.

Luke Scanlon won a pair of individual 
events (7-8 breaststroke and free) while Chris 
Bush (15-18 breaststroke), Joey Geasa (11-12 
IM), Noor Gill (11-12 breaststroke), Harry 
Herlich (6u free), Luke Neely (7-8 back), 
Blake Tucker (11-12 back), and Matthew 
Whiteland (6u fly) won one event on the 
boys side. 

Single individual event winners for the 
girls were Craig (15-18 free), Annie Geasa 
(15-18 back), sisters Alyson and Haley Isaacs 
(13-14 free and breaststroke respectively), 
Amelia Kelly (7-8 fly), Audrey Simmons 
(9-10 breaststroke), and Sidney Vaeth 
(11-12 fly).

Pleasanton National LL
Pleasanton National Little League 

results:
Single A: Braves vs. Phillies: Phillies 

faced the Braves in Single A action at the 
Sports Park. Phillies starting pitcher, Bren-
nan McDonell, pitched well in his first start 
of the season. Jack Hungerford shined for 
the Phillies while pitching in relief and 
the combination of Andrew Maddalon and 
Tanner McMillen played very good defense. 
The Braves defense was led by solid pitching 
performances from Conner Seyer and Brian 
Glasco. For the Braves, Conner Seyer and 
Jack Patten powered the offensive attack. 
Top Hitters: Josh Freeman - Phillies, Derek 
Whitworth - Phillies, Jack Patten - Braves; 
Top Defensive Players: Brennan McDonell 
- Phillies, Conner Seyer - Braves, Jack 
Hungerford – Phillies

Giants vs. Dodgers: Both teams came 
out strong for a chilly last day of baseball 
season. The Dodgers combined great pitching 
and strong hitting today! Quick hands by the 
Dodgers kept the scores low the empowered 
the pitchers. Top Hitters: Aidan Roloff 
- Dodgers, Matthew Scarpelli - Dodgers, 
Michael Cheng - Dodgers; Top Defensive 
Players: Nathaniel Martinez - Dodgers, 
Rajan Vazirani - Dodgers, Joseph Weaver 
- Dodgers

Farm: Padres vs. Dodgers: Michael 
Buhalis had a surprise bunt in the 1st inning, 
faking out the Padres.  Antonio Santana had 
an exceptional 2nd inning, getting all 3 of the 
outs for the Dodgers, playing 3rd base. Ryan 
Brace was the star player of the 4th inning 
making 2 of the outs playing 1st base. Top 
Hitters: Antonio Santana (Dodgers) had 2 
doubles high over center field. Ryan Sanders 
(Dodgers) had numerous line drives down the 
middle, once nearly taking out the pitcher. 
Noah Erdei (Dodgers) had a number of solid 
hits in this year's season’s final game. Top 
Defensive Players: Derek Miller (Dodgers 
– C) was our star catcher this season. Aden 
Shiblaq (Dodgers – 1B) showed great talent 
both offensively and playing defense. Colton 
Rich (Dodgers – SS) had multiple assists 
through-out the game against the Padres.

Pleasanton Seahawks 
The Pleasanton Seahawks (PLS) sent 

qualifiers to the Open Water Nationals in Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL June 10, 11 & 12 and numer-
ous swimmers competed in the Crow C/B/A+ 
Meet in Danville, CA June 11 & 12.  

Open Water Nationals (Senior Elite): 
Allison Brown was 13th in the 10K and 
9th in the 5K, Rachel Knowles was 30th in 
the 5K and Chris Dourov was 67th in the 
men’s division. 

From the Crow C/B/A+ Meet:
Senior Group: Lifetime Best Times 

(LTB) - Teesa Heidari ( 50/100/200 free); 
New “B” Times – Michelle Wang (50 back), 
Danielle Zacharias (200 free/200 fly); New 
“A” Times – Shawn Kim (50/200 free, 50 
back, 200 breast, 100 fly), Meg MacGregor 
(50 breast), Michelle Wang (200 breast, 100 
fly, 200 IM), Danielle Zacharias (50/100/400 
free, 100 back, 200 IM), Nikolas Cory (100 
free, 50 back), Pieter Cory (100 free, 50 
back, 200 breast, 200 IM), Thomas Neufeld 
(50/200/400 free, 200 back, 100 fly, 200 
IM), Adrien Rooney (200 back, 100 breast), 
Nathaniel Sproul (200 back, 100/200 breast), 
Mike Yao (200 back); Junior Olympic (JO) 
Cuts – Meg MacGregor (50/200 free), Shawn 
Kim (200 back), Adrien Rooney (50/200 
free), Nathaniel Sproul (100/200 free), Mike 
Yao (200 breast), Nikolas Cory (200 breast); 
Far Western (FW) Cuts – Nathaniel Sproul 
(100 fly); Pacific Reportable Times – Mike 
Yao (50/100 free, 100 breast)  

Junior: Lifetime Best Times - Katherina 
Cory (200 IM); Christy Neufeld (3 new 
best times); Nja Zuniga (100 free/breast); 
Matthew Neufeld ( 5 new best times); Ol-
ivier Rooney (6 new best times); Tim Yao 
( 3 new best times); Sofia Barrera (5 new 
best times); Laurel Heckman (5 new best 
swims); Ben Sproul (6 new best times); 
Aditya Gupta (100% best times); Miranda 
Heckman achieved a new team record (100 
back); Emma Valentine (Junior Olympic 
Times 50/100 back); AK Antonio (FW 50 
free & JO 50 back)

 Pre Junior: Lifetime Best Times - Grace 
Kim (50 breast/free), Lara Serban (4 new best 
times), Paarsa Heidari (5 new best times), 
Justin Tsai (4 new best times), Negin Teh-
ranian (5 new best times); 100% Best Times 
– Calvin Chui, Negar Tehranian; Resha Panda 
(2 new JO times 50/100 breast)

Intermediate l: New JO Cuts - Resha 
Panda (first two JO Cuts 50/100 Breast), 
Emma Valentine (added some new JO Cuts; 

Record Breakers - Miranda Heckman broke 
the PLS Team Record 100 Back!

Intermediate ll: Anirudh Surapaneni 
- 100% Best Times

Novice: Max Cory – New “B” Time 
50 back

Pre-Novice: Grace Huang (LTB 100 
back), Andrew Li ( LTB 50 breast – dropped 
over 10 seconds), Justin Shue (LTB50 free/
breast), Derek Shue (LTB 50 free)

First Tee Open
Megan Conder and Monique Riley are 

one of seventy juniors from The First Tee 
facilities worldwide that have been selected 
to play in the Nature Valley First Tee Open 
at Pebble Beach.

Monique, 17, is from Pleasanton, the 
First Tee of the Tri-Valley. Megan is from 
Brentwood.

The Nature Valley First Tee Open at 
Pebble Beach is an official Champions Tour 
tournament that pairs 78 junior golfers with 
78 professionals. The tournament will take 
place on Pebble Beach Golf Links and Del 
Monte Golf Course and will be televised 
nationally on Golf Channel. 

Nature Valley and the Champions Tour 
have partnered with The First Tee to promote 
The First Tee Life Skills Experience, which 
gives young people of all backgrounds an op-
portunity to develop, through golf and char-
acter education, life-enhancing values such as 
honesty, integrity and sportsmanship.

Junior Giants
Coaches Needed

The Junior Giants program, a partnership 
between the Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District and the San Francisco Giants, 
is looking for a few good men or women to 
serve as volunteer coaches for the upcom-
ing season.

The Junior Giants is a noncompetitive 
league that encompasses more than just 
baseball. This innovative program gives 
youth an opportunity to play for free while 
developing confidence, integrity, leadership 
and teamwork. The integrated league for 
boys and girls includes lessons in literacy, 
health and wellness.

Volunteers are needed to coach the teams, 
which are broken down into ages 5 to 7 and 
ages 8 to 10. One-hour practices are held 
one evening a week, with one-hour games 
on Saturdays. The season runs from July 9 
to Aug. 13, with a few additional pre-season 
meetings. Practices and games are held at 
Randy Johnson Field at May Nissen Park, 
685 Rincon Ave.

Coaching involves teaching children the 
basic concepts of playing baseball; working 
with parents, the community, LARPD and 
the Junior Giants Foundation; and teaching 
children to have good sportsmanship and 
high self-esteem. First-time coaches are 
welcome; LARPD staff will be on site for 
games and practices.

Volunteer coaches, who must be 18 or 
older, are an essential part of this outreach 
program and help provide an important 
service to the community. The deadline for 
volunteer sign ups is Tuesday, June 28, the 
“First Pitch” meeting at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Ave. For 
more information or to become a volunteer, 
contact Vicki Wiedenfeld at 925-373-5709 
or vwiedenfeld@larpd.dst.ca.us.

Football and Cheer
Livermore Youth Football and Cheer, 

the longest established Football/Cheerlead-
ing program in Livermore, is celebrating 
its 37th year.

Signups are currently underway for the 
2011 season.

The league is supported by Valley 
Christian High School, Granada High 
School, Livermore High School and The 
Diablo Valley Youth Football Conference. 
The program emphasizes education, family, 
and the football knowledge and techniques 
that prepare athletes for the exact structure 
of high school and collegiate football and 
cheer programs.

Teams compete with teams from nearby 
cities structured around the East Bay Athletic 
League.

The football program is offered for ath-
letes from 7 to 14 years old. Each football 
team is mentored by an ex-NFL player. 
Among them is John Parrella, a former 
defensive lineman. His 12-year career 
including playing for the Oakland Raiders, 
San Diego Chargers and Buffalo Bills. Also 
mentoring are Mario Celotto, a member of 
the 1981 Superbowl Las Angeles Rams; 
and Jos Raves, who played for the Raiders, 
Carolina Panthers, New England Patriots, 
and Detroit Lions.

The Cheer program is offered for athletes 
from 5 to 14 years old. The team finished 
fourth in the nation at the recent competition 
at Disneyland.

Practice starts August 1, 2011. There are 
discounts on fees for families with multiple 
athletes. 

According to the league, children play 
football and become cheerleaders because 
it is fun, challenging and exciting. Being a 
member of a team helps to cooperation and 
team work as well as develop social skills.

For more information about the program 
or to register, please visit http://www.lyfcvi-
kings.com/ or e-mail us at delthecoach@
gmail.com 

Bocce Kits for Rent
Following the debut of two new bocce 

courts at the freshly renovated Bothwell 
Park, the Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District is now making bocce ball kits 
available for rent to the public.

Bocce ball kits can be checked out for a 
week at a time from the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. The kits are available at 
the front counter from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Rental for one week is $20, plus a $40 
refundable deposit by credit card or cash – a 
total of $60. The $40 deposit is refundable if 
equipment is returned in good condition. Kits 
are rented on a first-come, first-served basis; 
reservations are not available in advance. 
Rental of a bocce ball kit does not guarantee 
a bocce ball court will be available.

The Robert Livermore Community Cen-
ter is located at 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
Bothwell Park is located at 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. For more information, call 
925-373-5700.

Pleasanton Jr. Football
Registration is now open for the 2011 

Pleasanton Junior Football League season. 
PJFL offers contact football and cheerlead-
ing for boys and girls in the 2nd through 
8th grades as well as flag football for boys 
and girls in the 2nd through 12th grades. 
Everyone plays in PJFL. There are no tryouts 
and there are no cuts.

Contact football registration is $285 and 
includes a uniform and all necessary equip-
ment. Contact players practice 3 times per 
week beginning in early August and play 
games on Saturday’s at the Pleasanton Sports 
Park beginning in early September.

Flag Football registration is $165 for 

come the fastest growing sport 
in America with an estimated 25 
million enthusiasts making the 
upcoming National Champion-
ships a must see event for the 
avid Bocce player, local Bay 
Area resident, or any family 
looking to adopt a new hobby 
or pastime. Due to the growing 
support and following of Bocce, 
the host organization is opening 
its doors to the public, welcom-
ing spectators and granting free 
admission to all.

“Bocce is everywhere now-a-
days. It seems like everywhere 
I go, someone is talking about 

the fun they had playing either 
in their friend’s back yard or at 
Campo di Bocce. And now with 
the Nationals coming to the area, 
the buzz is getting even louder. 
My family and I are excited to 
see professionals from around 
the country compete and with 
free admission, this will be such 
a fun way for us to spend our time 
during the week-long event.” 
Cassie LeBaron explained when 
asked if she will be a spectator at 
the Championships.

Campo di Bocce of Los Gatos 
and Livermore will be offering 
daily food and appetizer specials 

for a discounted price and drink 
specials such as $3 Peroni, Blue 
Moon, and house wine for the 
entire week of the United States 
National Championships and 
invites all Bay Area residents to 
come cheer on the best Bocce 
players in the country as they 
compete for the National title. 

To be a part of the 2011 Peroni 
United States Bocce Champion-
ships or for more information, 
please visit campodibocce.com.

Campo di Boccee of Liver-
more is located at 175 E Vine-
yard Ave. For information, call 
249-9800. 

 

players in the 2nd through 8th grade and 
includes a uniform and all necessary equip-
ment. Flag players practice 1 time a week 
beginning the third week of August and 
play games on Saturday’s at Hart middle 
School beginning in mid-September. PJFL 
is also pleased to announced the all-new 
High School Flag Football Division (grades 
9 through 12). Registration is just $100 and 
includes all the necessary equipment.

PJFL also offers Cheerleading for boys 
and girls in the 2nd through 8th grade. No 
experience is required and it’s great fun 
for all ages and skill levels. Registration 
is $250-$300 and includes a uniform and 
training. Cheerleaders practice two times 
per week beginning in late June and cheer 
on Saturday’s at the Pleasanton Sports Park 
beginning in early September.

For more details hit PJFL.com.

Summer Baseball Camps
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach 

David Perotti is hosting two summer camps. 
Each camper will receive individual instruc-
tion from coaches and Livermore High 
players, a snack each day and a camp shirt. 
There are two 5-12 year old camps that cost 
$125. July 11-15 from 9-12 each day. For 
more info to sign up please contact David 
Perotti at (925) 586-2811 or dpperotti@
yahoo.com or check website www.eteamz.
com/lvb

CYO Basketball
St. Michael/St. Charles CYO Basket-

ball is now accepting registration for the 
2011/2012 season. Register on-line at www.
smsccyo.org for player's 1st-8th grade, 

coaches and referees. Visit the website for 
more information or email cyoregistration@
yahoo.com. Open to Livermore residents.

Run San Ramon
The City of San Ramon Parks & Com-

munity Services Department will host the 
annual Run San Ramon 10k/5k/3k Run/Walk 
on July 4. This is a certified, flat, paved 
route beginning at the San Ramon Commu-
nity Center at Central Park, 12501 Alcosta 
Blvd, right off the 680 freeway at Bollinger 
Canyon Road.

Race is open to all ages with medals 
given to the top 3 finishers in 18 different 
age groups for those 5 and over. As well as 
complimentary commemorative race t-shirts 
for all those who pre-register for the event.

Race day registration begins at 6:30am 
and the first race starts at 8:15am. Registration 
forms and online registration can be accessed 
from our website: www.SanRamon.ca.gov 
or by calling 925.973.3200.

Player of the Week Awards
TV30’s first Tri-Valley Sports Final 

Player of the Week Awards Event honoring 
outstanding high school athletes from the 
Tri-Valley took place on June 1, 2011 at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center 
in Livermore. Sponsored by Tri-Valley 
Community Television (TVCTV), the event 
featured guest speaker former San Francisco 
49er Guy McIntyre. Guy is a three time 
Super Bowl Champion. Hosts from TV 
30’s “Tri-Valley Sports Final” were Ian 
Bartholomew, George “Dr.B” Baljevich and 
Anna Kagarakis.

Throughout the 2010 – 2011 school 

session, an outstanding high school athlete 
was chosen each week and highlighted on 
“Tri-Valley Sports Final." These students 
and their families were invited to attend the 
special ceremony and reception. Over 100 
people gathered at the event including Mayor 
Marshall Kamena of Livermore, Mayor Tim 
Sbranti of Dublin and Mayor Abram Wilson 
of San Ramon. City councilmember Jerry 
Thorne of Pleasanton, superintendents, and 
coaches from the high schools in the Tri-
Valley also attended.

“We feel honored to recognize the 
Valley’s great athletes at this event,” said Ian 
Bartholomew, TVCTV Sports Director. “It is 
a privilege to celebrate the accomplishments 
and pay tribute to all of our recipients.”

During the program a video of each 
student’s winning play was shown. Students 
were then given their award and were con-
gratulated by Mr. McIntyre and the Mayors 
of each city. Following the awards portion 
of the event refreshments were served. Stu-
dents and parents visited with the Mayors 
and Mr. McIntyre.

 “We hear so much negative news these 
days”, said Melissa Tench-Stevens, Execu-
tive Director TVCTV. “This was a positive 
event that not only honored the students 
but provided an inspiring speech by Mr. 
McIntyre. We thank him for participating and 
helping to make the night so special”.

 The TVSF Player of the Week Event 
was taped and is currently airing on TVCTV. 
For days and times, visit the TVCTV website 
at www.trivalleytv.org. The show may be 
viewed on TV 28 and TV 30 or streaming 
live on the website. Copies are available for 
purchase by visiting the website.

Volunteers Needed
For over thirty years, Tri-Valley 

Haven, a non-profit agency, has 
provided shelter and counseling for 
survivors of sexual assault and bat-
tered women and their children in the 
Tri-Valley area. The Haven is looking 
for volunteers who are interested in 
training to be sexual assault, crisis 
line, or legal clinic advocates. 

The Haven’s 65-hour domestic 
violence and sexual assault volunteer 
training course will begin on Tuesday, 
July 19, 2011. Classes will be held 
every Tuesday and Thursday evening 
until September 29, 2011. Volunteers 
who successfully complete the train-
ing will be certified and required to 
volunteer one shift per month for one 
year. Volunteers must be 21 years of 
age or older. 

Volunteer applications and ad-
vocacy descriptions can be found 
at www.trivalleyhaven.org - click 
on Volunteer.  Contact Geneal at 
(925) 449-5845 X2711 or geneal@
trivalleyhaven.org for more informa-
tion and to schedule an interview. 
Interview dates are as follows: June 
27-30, July 6, 7, and the week of 
July 11, 2011.

Artistic Edge Party
Artistic Edge will be featured on 

this week's Eye on the Bay, which airs 
at 7:00 on Thursday on Channel 5. 

Several Livermore Artist were 
filmed as part of the Show and will be 
at the Square signing autographs. 

Starting at 6 p.m. the party begins. 
At 6:30 there will be complimentary 
appetizers and music by Roger Kar-
dinal; 7 p.m. Eye on the Bay show; 
7:30 p.m. after party continues.  

Michelle from Health Necessity 
Massage will be on the courtyard giv-
ing complimentary chair massages.

With each bottle purchased from 
John Christopher Cellars, the pur-
chaser will be entered into a raffle for 
a prize awarded each Thursday.

The fun continues on Saturday, 
June 25 with the band Georgi and 
the Rough Week playing from 3 to 
6 p.m. 

Livermore artist Ron Geren will 
be turning wood demonstrating how 
he makes writing pens, bottle stop-
pers, and much more.  He was spot-
lighted on Eye on the Bay and will be 
providing autographs as well.

The fun is at Blacksmith Square, 
21 S. Livermore Ave. More informa-
tion available at 925-454-0369 or 
www.artisticedgelivermore.com

Nature Programs
Exploring The Arroyo Del Valle 

is the topic of the Sat., June 25 
Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District range program. Meet Ranger 
Jamie Greco at 11 a.m. at Veterans 
Park, 5211 Arroyo Rd.

If it’s too hot to go on a regular 
hike through the park, then cool off 
with this walk along (and in) the 
creek to look for water-loving plants, 
fish, turtles and frogs. The creek is 
very rocky, so closed-toed shoes (no 
sandals) must be worn at all times, 

even while in the water.
On Sun., June 26, the program 

will focus on The History of Olivina. 
Meet Ranger Darren Segure at 10 
a.m. at the Wetmore Road entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. 

Sycamore Grove Park was home 
to one of the larger wineries in the 
valley, however, that was more than 
100 years ago. Join this ranger pro-
gram to tour the faded elegance of 
the Olivina Winery and learn about 
its history and that of the man who 
created it. Participants will walk or 
ride in a van out to the headquarters 
site then take a leisurely one-mile 
hike around the former estate. Call 
925-960-2400 if you would like to 
reserve a place in the van.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee at Sycamore Grove and Veterans 
parks. A $2 donation is requested 
to help support the programs. Par-
ticipants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Nominate a Hero
The American Red Cross Bay 

Area Chapter is seeking nomina-
tions for its annual heroes award 
breakfast in Alameda County. The 
program is designed to celebrate 
the community's everyday heroes, 
recognizing those individuals and 
organizations that make a difference 
in their community through acts of 
extraordinary kindness and courage. 
The heroes will be honored at the 
Alameda County Heroes Breakfast 
at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, September 
28, at the Hilton Oakland Airport 
Hotel in Oakland.

Alameda County residents are 
encouraged to nominate a hero for 
one of the following categories:

Lifesaving Hero: An adult or 
youth who has performed an extraor-
dinary lifesaving act, using skills such 
as CPR or first aid. 

Act of Courage Hero: An adult or 
youth who has performed an extraor-
dinary act of courage. 

Act of Kindness & Philanthropy 
Hero: An adult or youth who has 
shown an extreme act of kindness 
or selflessness. 

Community Service Hero, In-
dividual: An adult or youth who 
has performed great community 
service.

Community Service Hero, Orga-
nization: A business or organization 
that has performed great community 
service.

Animal Rescue Hero: An animal 
that has protected a human in a time of 
need or a person who has rescued an 
animal from a traumatic situation.

Heroes award recipients will be 
selected by a committee of Alam-
eda County community leaders. All 
nominees must work or reside in 
Alameda County.

N o m i n a t i o n s  m a y  b e  
submitted online at www.heroesred-
crossbayarea.org. You may also 
request a nomination form by con-
tacting Rita Chick of the American 
Red Cross Bay Area Chapter at (415) 
427-8086. The deadline to submit 

nominations is Saturday, July 30.

Fitness in Youth
The Sports Performance Institute 

(SPI) at San Ramon Regional Medical 
Center will present Inspire Fitness in 
Youth, classes designed to give chil-
dren ages 6 to 13 the tools to improve 
their health and quality of life.

Four one-hour sessions will be 
offered on Monday through Thurs-
day, July 25, July 26, July 27, and 
July 28.

Children ages 6 to 9 will meet 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.; and children 
ages 10 to 13 will meet from 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.

Classes will meet in the SPI gym, 
located in the hospital’s Outpatient 
Therapy Center, South Building, 

7777 Norris Canyon Road, San 
Ramon.

Jena McGuffie, certified trainer, 
will lead the children in fun, educa-
tional and motivational activities. 
She says, “The program is ideal for 
children who want to gain confidence 
and add movement into their lives.”

Class content includes: Be the 
Best Me, Fitness Fun, Setting Goals, 
Respect Myself & Others, Commit-
ment, Teamwork, Leadership, and 
Getting Results. Classes are limited to 
six children. The special introductory 
fee is $100 per child. 

Advance registration is required. 
Space is limited. To register, contact 
Jena.McGuffie@tenethealth.com, 
call 800.284.2878 or register online 
at FIND AN EVENT at www.Our-
SanRamonHospital.com.

 

The Livermore Relay for Life will be held at Livermore High 
School starting Sat., June 25.

As of last Friday, there were 95 teams with over $110K raised 
on line.

Opening ceremonies will be at 9 a.m. followed by a survivors lap 
at 9:15. The luninaria ceremony, remembering those who have been 
lost to cancer, is at 9 a.m. 

The closing ceremony is set to begin at 8:30 p.m. on Sun., June 
26. 

During the event, teams of people camp out at the local high 
school and take turns walking or running around a track or path. 
Each team is asked to have a representative on the track at all times 
during the event. 

Relays are 24 hours in length; representing the reality that cancer 
never sleeps. 

Ryan Capes, Livermore-Pleasanton Reserve Firefighter/EMT 
plans to walk for the entire 24 hours.

The relay began in 1985 when Dr. Gordy Klatt, a colorectal sur-
geon in Tacoma, Washington, ran and walked around a track for 24 
hours to raise money for the American Cancer Society. Since then, 
Relay has grown from a single man’s passion to fight cancer into the 
world’s largest movement to end the disease. For more information, 
visit www.relayforlife.org/livermoreca 

Relay for Life This Weekend

Bocce Championships Come to Livermore



Rolleen Carcioppolo and Donna 
Charles; her two grand-daugh-
ters, Lynette Speroni and Amber 
Bowman; and her grandson, 
David Garrison. She has five 
great-granddaughters, Maddison, 
Haley, Bryce, Shelby, and Sara; 
three great-grandsons, Carson, 
Kevin and Chase; and many other 
friends and relatives. Dorothy 
also had a son, Philip Charles, 
who died in 2004 of Leukemia. 
Dorothy had a sister, Loretta 
Dawes, who died in 2008.

Burial took place at the North 
Hilmar Cemetery (Tegner/Amer-
ican Avenues) Saturday, June 18 
at 10:00 am and was followed by 
a Celebration of Life at the Hil-
mar Covenant Church (Ameri-
can/Lander Avenues) at 11 am.

Judith Ann Schafer
Judith was born on November 

18, 1943 in Oakland, CA., to 
Alfred and Antoinette Horgan. 
She passed away on Thursday 
June 16, 2011 in Pleasanton, CA. 
The Livermore resident was 67 
years old. 

Judy was a people person, she 
loved helping others whenever in 
need and was a licenced day care 
provider in Livermore for nearly 
50 years. 

She is survived by her brother, 
Thomas Horgan of Livermore, 
CA; her three children, Russell 
Varney of Las Vegas, NV; Mi-
chael Varney of Tracy, CA., and 
Teri Schafer of Livermore, CA., 
and her granddaughter, Kyla 
McKenzie. She was preceded 
in death by her brother, Alfred 
Horgan Jr. 

A Memorial Service will be 
held on Friday, June 24 at 11 a.m. 
at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Ave., Livermore.
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Isabel Bonne Morgan
Isabel was born in Livermore 

on August 9, 1926 to parents Al 
and Emma Bonne at their home 

o n  t h e 
c u r r e n t 
s i t e  o f 
the Bank 
o f  t h e 
West. She 
p a s s e d 
a w a y 
May 28, 
2011.

A 
member of the Livermore High 
Class of 1944, Isabel met and 
married naval aviator Gene Mor-
gan in 1945. Gene and Isabel 
had four children they raised in 
Livermore:  Mike, Chris, Cindy 
and Monica. In 1953 Gene and 
Isabel founded Gene Morgan In-
surance Agency and later moved 
their insurance business to its 
current location at 2020 Fourth 
Street. Gene and Isabel worked 
together at the agency for many 
years. Their son Mike joined 
the agency in 1979. Over the 
years Isabel and Gene travelled 
extensively.  After Gene’s death 
in 2010, Isabel moved from their 
home in La Quinta, California, 
back to Livermore, where she 
resided until her death. 

Isabel is survived by her son, 
Mike (Nancy) and daughters, 
Melissa, Meredith and Michelle; 
her daughter Chris (Bob); and her 
daughter Monica (Bill) and her 
children, Morgan and Christine 
(Josh), and great granddaughter 
Taylor. 

Isabel requested that services 
be private.

Virginia M. Souza
Livermore resident Virginia 

went home to be with the Lord, 
on June 13, 2011, at the age of 93. 
She was born Sept. 24, 1917.

She is survived by her son, 
Robert Souza, five grandchildren, 
and numerous great grandchil-
dren and great, great grandchil-
dren.

Mass of the Christian burial 
was celebrated on Tuesday, 
June 21 at St. Michael Catholic 
Church 458 Maple St. Liver-
more. Internment followed at St. 
Michael Catholic Cemetery 3885 
East Ave., Livermore.

In lieu of flowers the family 
respectfully requests memorial 
donations be made to the Ameri-
can Cancer society.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Sophie B. McKuskie
Sophie, passed away in her 

sleep on June 9, 2011 at Pleas-
anton Nursing Home, Pleasanton, 
CA, where she resided for the 
last 2 years. She was born July 
16, 1921.

Sophie was a longtime Nash-
ua, NH resident and a member 
of St. Stanislaus Church. For 
over 65 years, she maintained a 
“pen pal” relationship with Nora 
Murray of Scotland; even send-
ing Nora a dress for her wedding 
during WWII when fabric was at 
a shortage in Scotland.

Sophie will be remembered 
for her quick wit, and love of 
crossword puzzles. 

Sophie was also mother to 
Donald and James McKuskie 
who died as infants.

She is survived by her son, 
Joseph P. McKuskie of Sacra-
mento, CA, daughters, Bobbi 
Decker of San Mateo, CA and 
Bette Reid of Pleasanton, CA 
and by her grandsons, Brandon 
and Harrison Reid.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
respectfully requests memorial 
donations in Sophie’s name, be 
made to a charity of choice.

A remembrance Mass will 
be said on July 7 at 8:30 a.m. at 
St. Aloysius of Gonzaga Parish 
Church 48 W. Hollis St. Nashua, 
N.H. 03060. There will be cel-
ebration of her life in late Sept. 
More details to follow. 

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Richard Paul Johnson
Our beloved husband, father 

and grandfather passed away 
on June 11, 2011 at the age of 

71. Born and 
raised in the 
Sacramento 
area he grad-
uated from 
McClatchy 
High School, 
Sacramento 
City College 
a n d  C S U 
Sacramento. 

He also attended graduate school 
at Santa Clara University. 

Rick is survived by the love 
of his life, Shirley (Torres), his 
children Julie Johnson and Pam 
O’Quin, grandchildren Hope 
and Nicholas O’Quin, brothers 
Bob Johnson (Nadia) and Pat 
Johnson (Beverly), as well as 
many nieces, nephews and close 
in-laws. 

Rick and family lived in 
Livermore, Ca. for 26 years. He 
worked at Lawrence Livermore 

National Laboratory. He then 
lived in Roseville, CA for 9 years. 
Rick loved to golf, read, play 
the violin, travel the world with 
Shirley and enjoyed the company 
of family and friends. 

A Celebration of Life will be 
held at Granite Bay Golf Club on 
June 26 at 1 p.m. 9600 Golf Club 
Drive, Granite Bay, CA. 

In lieu of flowers please con-
sider a donation to Lung Cancer 
Research.

August (Gus) W. Olson
Gus was born on April 4, 1936 

in Chester, PA. He passed away 
on June 9, 2011. 

The family moved to Southern 
California in 1946. He served in 
the U.S. Navy from January 1955 
to December 1959, and attended 
Heald Engineering College, San 
Francisco from 1959-1962 and 
received a BA degree in Elec-
tronics Engineering. He worked 
at Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory from 1962 – 1993 
as an Electronics Engineer. He 
lived in Livermore from 1962 
to 2011.

He is survived by wife, Jane Ol-
son, daughter Niki Gouldthread, 
step-sons Dan and Mike Sharp, 
and step-daughter Cindy Eshan. 
He was preceded in death by wife 
Mary Sharp.

A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, July 23, at 
2:00 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 
Livermore, CA. Donations may 
be made in his memory to: Slero-
derma Foundation (www.sclero-
derma.org) or Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue (www.tvar.org).

Laura Llewella Snodgrass
Livermore resident Llewella 

passed away peacefully on Sun-
day, June 12, 2011 after living 

a long and 
productive 
l i f e .  She 
was born 
on July 19, 
1 9 0 5  i n 
Vi c t o r i a , 
BC to par-
ents Laura 
L e P a g e 
and John 
Llewellan 

Leigh. Her mother emigrat-
ed from the Channels Islands, 
Guernsey and her father came 
from Wales.

After completing her first 
year of college at the University 
of British Columbia, she moved 
to California to join her sister 
who was attending Stanford. 
Not wishing to compete with 

her, she enrolled at UC Berkeley 
where she received her elemen-
tary school teacher’s certificate. 
Through her long life she worked 
as a court reporter, medical pedi-
atric assistant and secretary. 

Over the years, Llewella and 
her husband Floyd (who prede-
ceased her) had lived in various 
locales—primarily Stamford, 
CT. Prior to the Connecticut 
move, their son Michael was 
born. Upon retirement Llewella 
and Floyd settled happily in 
Livermore where she volunteered 
at the Chamber of Commerce. In 
1991 she was presented with the 
Helen Moody Volunteer of the 
Year Award by the Livermore 
Chamber.

In 1966 Llewella became an 
active member of Soroptimist 
International, having been in-
troduced to her local Stamford 
chapter by Dr. Laura Morgan. 
Her volunteering efforts have 
focused upon education which is 
how she began her adult life. 

She is survived by her son 
Michael Snodgrass and wife 
Karen, residents of Mound, MN, 
and three granddaughters Tami, 
Melanie, and Kari. 

There will be no services, 
but contributions in her name 
may be made to Soroptimist In-
ternational, Livermore Chapter, 
PO Box 812, Livermore, CA 
94551-0812.

Edith Ann Miller Cole
Edie Cole was born Oct. 22, 

1944 in Altadena, California, the 
daughter of James L. and Eliza-
beth Ross Miller. She died un-
expectedly 
of a stroke 
on June 13, 
2011.

S h e  i s 
survived by 
her husband 
of forty-four 
years, Bruce 
V. Cole, of 
Pleasanton, 
California, 
her two loving daughters, Dani-
elle Peters of Chico, California, 
and Samantha Cole of New York 
City, her older brother Douglass, 
of Clarksville, Maryland, her 
younger sister Margaret Mortim-
er, and her mother, Betsy Miller, 
both of Newport, Oregon.

Edie grew up in Costa Mesa 
and Newport Beach, California 
and graduated from the Universi-
ty of California at Davis in 1966, 
majoring in European history. 
After two years working in San 
Francisco, she married Bruce and 

spent the next 20 years moving 
around the United States in sup-
port of her husband’s construc-
tion career. In 1987, the family 
settled in Pleasanton, California, 
where she raised her family, men-
tored youth, and lovingly tended 
her garden and pets.

She was friendly, empathetic, 
and caring with everyone she 
met and was loved by all her 
friends. She enjoyed crocheting, 
knitting and quilting, gardening, 
camping, tennis, reading, sailing, 
traveling and exploring Califor-
nia. She loved animals, nature, 
the outdoors and history, and had 
a passion for learning.

She will be greatly missed by 
her family and all of her friends 
around the country. A memorial 
service will be held in the fall.

Dorothy “Dot” Charles
Dorothy “Dot” Lorraine Var-

ner Charles, at the age of 88, 
went home to be with her Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, on Tues-

day, June 14, 
2011 while at 
A Gabriela’s 
Villa Assisted 
Living Home 
in Livermore. 
Born in Tur-
lock, CA on 
March  29 , 
1 9 2 3 ,  a n d 
r a i s e d  i n 
P a l m d a l e , 

CA, she was the daughter of Ed-
ward Earl Varner and Ruth Agnes 
(Johnson) Varner. 

Bud and Dot attended Mel-
rose Baptist Church while they 
raised their family of 3 children 
in Oakland, CA. Dorothy worked 
part-time at J.C. Penney’s and 
taught Sunday School and led 
Campfire Girls. After retirement, 
Dot and Bud moved to Hilmar 
where they lived for 10 years. 
They then moved back to the 
Bay Area and lived in Livermore 
on Wagoner Drive for 20 years. 
Dot loved her family and friends 
very much and spent most of her 
life taking care of others. She 
was a sweet, friendly, fun lady 
who showed great strength in her 
character. She was loved by many 
and will be missed by family and 
friends.

She leaves her sister, Roberta 
Karraker; her two daughters, 

Students from two California 
universities will have the op-
portunity this summer to build 
their own startup companies – at 
least on paper – through a unique 
program at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL).

Called the Entrepreneurship 
Academy, the program will al-
low eight students apiece from 
Vallejo-based Cal Maritime and 
Hayward-based California State 
University, East Bay to write 
commercialization plans for 
LLNL technologies.

The LLNL program is spon-
sored by the Tri-Valley Com-
munity Foundation, which is 
providing internships for the 
students and their faculty for 
the eight-week entrepreneurship 
projects. 

“The purpose of the Entrepre-
neurship Academy is to do our 
part to strengthen the educational 
base for science, technology and 
business,” said Erik Stenehjem, 
the director of the Lab’s Industrial 
Partnerships Office. “We also 
want to grow the knowledge and 
understanding of what it takes 
to move breakthrough ideas into 
the marketplace within the Tri-
Valley.”

LLNL’s pilot Entrepreneur-
ship Academy kicked off for the 
students – and the professors who 
will help guide their teams – with 
a weeklong “boot camp” at the 
Lab, that started June 20.

Seven serial entrepreneurs 
who work with LLNL to commer-

cialize breakthrough Livermore 
technologies will talk with the 
students and professors about 
their experiences bringing tech-
nologies into the marketplace. 
Between them, the seven busi-
ness founders have started at 
least 14 companies in health care 
information technology, medical 
devices and software, among 
other fields.

The 16 students, who will be 
divided into four teams of four 
students (two with business ma-
jors and two with science or en-
gineering majors), will develop 
commercialization plans for any 
of about 200 LLNL technologies 
available for licensing.

Among the Lab technologies 
for which the budding entre-
preneurs will be able to draft 
commercialization plans are a 
two-stage combustion engine, 
ultra-wide-band radar and carbon 
nanotubes.

Within their commercializa-
tion plans, the students will 
identify a product based on the 
technology, pinpoint customers 
and level of interest, and also 
identify suppliers, distributors, 
retailers and others, Stenehjem 
said.

The commercialization plan 
program is based on a model 
successfully used in the United 
States and other nations, and 
developed by Steven Nichols, a 
mechanical engineering profes-
sor at the University of Texas, 
Austin.

The students and their profes-

sors will work five days a week 
at their universities and in turn 
receive stipends – funded by the 
Tri-Valley Community Founda-
tion – for developing the com-
mercialization plans.

For the initial three weeks of 
the eight-week Entrepreneurship 
Academy, the student teams will 
study up to three LLNL technolo-
gies for candidate commercial-
ization plans.

At that point, each team will 
be required to decide upon one 
technology to be the focus of 
their plan.

During the week of Aug. 8, 
the students and their professors 
will return to the Laboratory to 
make their final preparations for 
an Aug. 12 commercialization 
plan competition. Judges for the 
event will be drawn from LLNL’s 
Entrepreneurs-in-Readiness pro-
gram and from the Keiretsu 
Forum, the world’s largest angel 
investor network.

It is estimated, Stenehjem 
said, in the nation’s current 
economic environment that as 
many as 400,000 jobs need to be 
created each month to meet the 
challenge of the nation’s struc-
tural unemployment.

“The Administration, through 
its StartUp America Program, is 
encouraging entrepreneurs and 
investors to start new companies 
to fill this gap,” he said. “LLNL 
wants to help bring the skills 
needed to start companies to 
college seniors who have roots 
in the Tri-Valley.”

Students Learn How to Start a Company
School in Modesto. 

“This is in line with Rancho’s 
‘pay it forward’ philosophy which 
led us to donate that grand prize 
to a school with greater need,” 
says parent Bret Dupuis, who 
coordinates the Governor’s Fit-
ness Challenge for both schools. 
“We believe these life lessons 
are more important to developing 
school-wide student character 
than any prize.”

 The Governor’s Fitness Chal-
lenge is one of five initiatives 
of the California Governor’s 
Council on Physical Fitness and 
Sports, a non-profit, non-partisan 
organization dedicated to pro-
moting physical activity for all 
Californians, with an emphasis 
on children and youth. To partici-
pate, students must be active 30 
to 60 minutes a day at least three 
days a week for a month outside 
of physical education classes. 
For more information, see www.
calgovcouncil.org.

This was Junction’s first year 
participating in the Governor’s 
Fitness Challenge. At the end of 
the 2009/10 school year, Dupuis, 
who has a child at both schools, 
predicted that Junction would be 
finalist in 2011. 

“Junction made great strides 
athletically and nutritionally. 
However, there are some gaps 
in our program that we want to 
address before making a serious 
run at the state prize in coming 
years,” he says. “This school has 
all the pieces in place to become 
the second Livermore school to 
win the Governor’s Fitness Chal-

lenge. It will take a coordinated 
effort by all students, staff, and 
parents to win the region and 
state.”

Like Rancho, the running club 
is the core of Junction’s fitness 
efforts. Principal Jamal Fields 
hopes to increase participation in 
the running club in the 2011/12 
school year and join in commu-
nity events for runners, such as 
the Grape Stomp in October. 

“We’ll also participate in 
Walk N Roll to School to encour-
age students to walk or ride their 
bikes, skateboards, and scooters,” 
he says. “We will again provide 
cycling safety training for sixth 
graders, who learn the rules of 
the road and take a guided bike 
field trip through the streets of 
Livermore practicing the skills 
that they have learned.” 

The school continues to offer 
healthy cooking classes to par-
ents and Harvest of the Month, 
which introduces students to a 
new produce item each month. 
Belia Martinez, Junction’s parent 
center coordinator, oversees the 
running club and will serve as 
the parent volunteer coordinator 
for Junction’s Governor’s Fitness 
Challenge efforts. 

“All of these activities are de-
signed to teach students healthy 
living habits as a part of their 
educational experience and we 
see the positive impacts on our 
students in many ways. We know 
that students who eat well, get 
enough sleep, and have an ac-
tive lifestyle feel better and are 
better able to access the rigorous 

academic curriculum that we 
offer,” says Fields. “Healthy, 
happy, and smart kids are what 
we want and the Governor’s Fit-
ness Challenge is another way to 
achieve this goal.”

Rancho principal Chris Cala-
brese describes the Governor’s 
Fitness Challenge as a tool to pro-
mote health and wellness within 
the community. “Our goal is to 
see every school in Livermore 
get involved in the Governor’s 
Fitness Challenge and eventu-
ally be the district of the year,” 
he says. 

This marks the fifth year that 
Rancho has participated in the 
Governor’s Fitness Challenge. 
Dupuis and Dave Hinds, another 
Rancho parent, led the school’s 
participation and initiated the 
Rancho Runners, which spawned 
running programs across Liver-
more. At Rancho’s last assembly, 
Hinds was inducted into the 
school’s hall of fame. A bench 
with an engraved plaque hon-
oring his nine years of service 
at Rancho was placed near the 
school’s running track. 

Dupuis only has one year left 
as a Rancho parent—his younger 
child is entering fifth grade. How-
ever, he plans to be involved with 
the school’s running program for 
many years to come. “Personally, 
my goal is to stay until we hit one 
million miles,” he says. “Consid-
ering that Rancho students aver-
age 42,000 miles a year and are 
presently at about 200,000 miles 
after five years, this will keep me 
around until 2030.” 

 

FINALISTS
(continued from page one)
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451858
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Giorgio’s Deli 
& Pasta, 6500 Tesla Road, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Deborah Joan Karels, 5845 
Gloria Way, Livermore Ca 
94550
Gaspare Giorgio Fundaro, 
5845 Gloria Way, Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 

ties Boots, 3)Betties Shoes, 
4)Betties Fashions 204 Kot-
tinger Dr Unit A, Pleasanton 
Ca 94566 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Sarah Lynn Melissa Freels, 
204 Kottinger Dr. Unit A, 
Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Sarah Lynn Melissa 
Freels
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 24, 2011. Expires May 
24, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3012. Published June 9, 16, 
23, 30, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 452523
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Richard’s 
Detailing and Repair, 1426 
Jayhawk Ln., Livermore Ca 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Richard Joseph Mendez Jr., 
1426 Jayhawk Ln., Livermore 
Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Richard Joseph Men-
dez Jr.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 06, 2011. Expires 
June 06, 2016.

by: Husband and wife
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on May 18, 2011
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Deborah Joan Karels
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 18, 2011. Expires May 
18, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3006. Published June 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 451697
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Celestial 
Celebrations, 1546 Third St., 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Celeste Ann Waller, 1546 

Third St.,  Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on May 10, 2011
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Celeste Waller
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 13, 2011. Expires May 
13, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3007. Published June 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 449200
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Christina Pro 
Nails, 1509 N Vasco Road, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 

owner(s):
Nhung T Nguyen, 3379 
Hickerson Dr., San Jose Ca 
95127
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on March 10, 2011
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Nhung T Nguyen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on March 15, 2011. Expires 
March 15, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3008. Published June 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 452086-452089
The following person(s) doing 
business as: 1)Betties, 2)Bet-
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BART Downtown
C. Houchin
Livermore

I think the people of Liver-
more need to re-THINK what 
will be happening to its newly 
revitalized downtown if BART 
comes through there. Everything 
that many of us have worked 
so hard for this past 30+ years 
will be for nothing. Just take a 
close look at some of the other 
‘downtown’ stations that BART 
has built. BART can’t even come 
up with a proposed parking solu-
tion for the estimated 23,000+ 
vehicles (10,000 capacity at the 
Greenville station) that is sup-
posedly expected to use the new 
downtown/Greenville stations. 
Many of our residents haven’t 
even utilized the ACE train since 
it has been in service. I did for 
many years and parking was 
ridiculous from the start. Poor 
planning again.

If the UGB needs to be ex-
tended, so let it be. I helped to 
fight against the 21,000+ homes 
that tried to become part of Liver-
more on the Northside of 580 and 
that may happen again, but that is 
a different argument. BART says 
it needs the population density to 
be able to acquire dollars to fund 
this sort of project. Now is NOT 
the time to be thinking about 
adding housing with a bulging 
market going nowhere, as the 
experts say, for at least many 
more years!

I and many other Livermore 
residents want to see this town 
GROW. Not just become an-
other urban renewal project! If, 
as your title implies, you are truly 
‘Friends of Livermore’, then you 
will step back and see ALL the 
ramifications of bringing BART 
to the downtown area, and not 
just for the benefit of a select 
few who want either more busi-
ness in town, a quick connection 
for the new (maybe) Performing 
Arts theater or some other self 
serving reason.

Messed Up
Barbara Hickman
Livermore

Once again the Livermore 
City Council has messed up. At 
the recent Council meeting they 
were formally presented with 
the fact that the voters who are 
against having BART desecrate 
our downtown had indeed col-
lected sufficient signatures on 
an initiative petition to put the 
issue on the November ballot. 
They then had to decide between 
three options: 1) adopt the initia-
tive, 2) put it on the ballot, or 3) 
spend $250,000 for further study 
of the issue.

It was clear from the motion 
made (by Mayor Kamena simply 
to get something on the record so 
the public could offer opinions 
and comments, he said) that 
their majority decision would 
be to spend the money for a fur-
ther study. And that’s what they 
did. This is money that the city 
doesn’t have to spare – it has to 
come from “reserves.”

During the Public Comment 
time, several of the speakers 
pointed out that no matter what 
the study shows, the issue must 
be either adopted or put on the 
ballot, so why not make that 
decision now, and use the money 
where it will be put to better use? 
But supporters of the downtown 
BART route claimed that the 
study is needed, that the public 
must be educated, that if the 
public knew the facts they would 
support the downtown route. I 
wish to point out that when the 
issue has come up previously, 
those same people claimed that 
the public was educated at the 
numerous workshops and they 
wisely decided that the down-
town route was the most feasible. 
First the public was educated 
and now they’re not, simply be-
cause they don’t agree with the 
Council’s decision?

Only those audience mem-
bers who had previously filled 
out a blue card were allowed to 

speak during the public comment 
time; I (foolishly?) assumed the 
Council would put the issue 
on the ballot, as the initiative 
stated, so I didn’t fill out a blue 
card, and I didn’t get a chance to 
voice my opinion. But I listened. 
Most speakers mentioned the 
cost of the study, either that it 
was a waste or that it was money 
well-spent. Even some who favor 
the downtown route were not 
in favor of spending money on 
a study. One speaker said that 
although $250,000 sounds like 
a lot of money, in comparison 
to the billions in total cost for 
either route, the $250,000 is a 
small amount. While I might 
agree with that in another cir-
cumstance, when the $250,000 
is our money and the billions is 
federal government money, it is 
a lot. But I didn’t get a chance to 
say that, because I hadn’t filled 
out a blue card.

I also would have responded 
to the mayor’s comment that ap-
proximately 100 meetings and 
workshops have been held over 
the past six years on planning the 
downtown and the city in general 
and the conclusion was that the 
downtown BART route is the best 
choice. I would have said that if 
a $250,000 study will bring out 
facts that all those meetings and 
workshops haven’t uncovered, 
something is wrong in the way 
those workshops are conducted. 
By now the staff should have all 
the information there is; they’re 
a very capable group of people, 
I assume, so why not trust their 
results?

The Council’s decision to 
spend $250,000 on a study to 
determine the best BART route 
to Livermore tells us two things: 
1) they employ a staff whose 
abilities they don’t trust, and 2) 
they made their original decision 
to support the downtown route 
without getting all the facts.

Yep, once again they messed 
up.

BART Study
Linda Jeffery Sailors
Co-author, 
Keep BART on 580 Initiative

Do you hear that spinning 
noise?  It is the Livermore City 
Council spinning out of control.  
First, they made a decision to 
approve the vastly unpopular and 
the most costly BART to Liver-
more route.  It is so costly, in fact, 
that it stands little chance of get-
ting funded.  Then, the Council 
approved another $250,000 to 
fund yet another BART to Liver-
more study because they said 
they needed more information.   
There have already been five 
Livermore BART studies. If the 
Council didn’t have enough in-
formation, why did they make the 
downtown route decision (which 
is against their own general plan) 
in the first place?  The council 
and city staff have already shown 
that they are biased on this mat-
ter, so I suspect that the report 
will not be all that useful.

The Keep BART on 580 Ini-
tiative more than qualified to be 
placed on the November ballot.   
The Livermore voters will settle 
this matter.  

BART on 580
Tom O’Neill
Livermore

As I engage in the debate 
over the future of BART, I am 
beginning to realize that many 
who signed the petition to “keep 
BART on 580” don’t really like 
BART.  They write of crime.  Can 
anyone guarantee that no crimi-
nals will ride BART?  Of course 
not.  They write of noise.  Can 
anyone guarantee BART won’t 
make noise?  I doubt it.  They 
complain that a BART station, 
and—worse yet—a BART train-
yard, will take up space.  Surely 
they will. 

Their counterproposal is to 
put BART somewhere where it 
won’t create congestion.  This is 
tantamount do saying: “We don’t 

want BART.”  If we don’t put 
BART where people are, we are 
going to have to put people where 
BART is going to be—so that we 
can then  put BART where people 
are.  The directors of BART have 
this not altogether bizarre notion 
that people are more likely to use 
BART if they live near it.  If we 
take a deep breath, we can see 
their point.  Everyone has seen 
well intended forms of public 
transportation racing through the 
countryside virtually unoccupied 
by users.  BART directors don’t 
want to fund such costly wastes 
of money. Even if we vote a lo-
cal initiative to tell  them to do 
so (“the people have spoken!”), 
they’re still not going to do so.  
That’s because they’re thoughtful 
custodians of public money.

Just as there are real restraints 
from the side of BART, so too 
there are real restraints from the 
side of the environment.  “Ho! 
ho!  The environment! That’s 
just a political football!”  I can 
imagine someone saying that.  
And I’ll grant you, that’s all too 
often the case.  City after city in 
California is sliding downward as 
a result.  There’s nothing novel 
about playing politics with the 
environment.  But the environ-
ment has a way of striking back.  
Look around, and you’ll see the 
evidence of that.

We have a good Mayor and a 
good City Council.  They want to 
promote a moment of reflection 
in Livermore before we make a 
decision that ignores the points 
set out here.

BART Extension
Robert S. Allen
Livermore

In its early decades BART 
planned a Livermore-Pleasanton 
extension (LPX) via the fair-
grounds and along the railroads.  
After Pleasanton opted instead 
for freeway BART, Livermore 
did likewise in 1987; sold the 11-
acre downtown station site (now 
Heritage Estates); and added 
freeway BART to its General 
Plan.  BART bought I-580 station 
sites at Isabel and near the truck 
scales, and a train yard site near 
Greenville Road.

Vested interests want BART 
downtown.  They promoted 
“Alternative 2B”:  a $3.83 billion 
BART line under Portola and 
Junction Avenues and then east 
along the railroad, with dense 
housing at stations by Junction 
Avenue School and at Vasco 
ACE.  After sham hearings, and 
deaf to public testimony against 
downtown BART, the City Coun-
cil adopted “2B”.  

Over 8,000 Livermore vot-
ers signed an initiative petition 
to keep BART along I-580, 
not downtown.  They seek an 
initial $1.12 billion extension 
to a station at the new Isabel 
interchange.  Their petition has 
qualified for the November 8 
election ballot.

The City Council June 13 
could have either adopted the 
initiative unchanged or put it on 
the ballot.  Instead they frittered 
$250,000 by delaying their deci-
sion 30 days just for a duplicative 
report. What a travesty!

Reading Rocket
Susan Ze
Livermore

In the June 9 edition of The 
Independent, I read an article 
entitled “East Avenue’s Reading 
Rocket Propels Readers.”  As 
a retired EAMS core teacher, 
I would like to commend the 
parents who took the initiative 
to promote reading for the stu-
dents.

 Reading is the absolute basis 
for all academic subjects in mid-
dle school.  Of course we know 
that Language Arts and History/
Social Studies require reading, 
but studying Science and Math 
also depend on a student’s ability 
to read and comprehend increas-
ingly difficult concepts as he or 
she progresses through the years. 
Research and common sense tell 

us that the only way to improve 
in anything is to practice as much 
as possible, and reading is no 
exception.  Although there are 
many students in middle school 
who love to read, there are at least 
an equal number of students who 
rather get an F in a class than 
open a book.  Every teacher in the 
school should be grateful for any 
help in motivating the students to 
read on a regular basis and should 
be jumping on this opportunity 
offered by the parents.

 I still remember a parent of a 
fifth grade student when I taught 
at Jackson who thanked me at 
the end of the year because I had 
required and expected her son to 
read what she thought would be 
an impossible number of books 
each grading period.  At first, he 
resisted, complained, and balked.  
But by the end of the year, he was 
reading more than the required 
number, and, even better, he 
had discovered that he enjoyed 
reading.  If we expect little or 
nothing from our students, that 
is about what we will get… little 
or nothing.

 If we ever want our students 
to become thinking, productive 
members of society, they must 
develop the habit of reading.  It 
is the duty of parents, teachers, 
and administrators to encourage 
that in any way possible, even if it 
may entail requiring that students 
put in time reading at home.

 Again, I congratulate and 
thank the parents who conceived 
and did the hard work to make 
the Reading Rocket program a 
success.  As the program con-
tinues to grow and improve,  it 
is my hope that next year the 
administration will make this 
truly a school wide event and that 
all teachers will encourage their 
students to read, read, read.

BART to Livermore
Lauri Falabella
Livermore

I have just returned home 
from the city council meeting 
very saddened by the proceed-
ings.  I was disappointed in the 
lack of respect and decorum 
displayed by citizens who share 
my view.  Regrettably, I feel 
compelled to apologize to you 
on behalf of those who were un-
familiar with normal city council 
proceedings.

I am a long-time Livermore 
resident (32 years) who loves 
Livermore’s small-town, coun-
try feel.  I did not support the 
Pardee Homes expansion in 
North Livermore because I love 
seeing the ranch land and being 
able to drive in the country just 
by crossing the freeway on North 
Livermore Avenue.

Please allow me to paint a big 
picture — BART’s purpose is to 
serve the commuter.  We need 
BART on the freeway to remove 
the Central Valley commuting 
cars from the freeway.  This will 
reduce pollution and increase 
use of the public transit system.  
Putting BART downtown and on 
Vasco Road does not help remove 
the cars from the freeway.  All it 
will do is bring some of those 
cars down Vasco Road, clogging 
an already busy road.

The BART extension in the 
freeway median is appealing 
because: it is less expensive, 
would not affect residential areas 

and continues the established 
pattern of BART extensions to 
Pittsburg Bay Point and Dublin/
Pleasanton.

It has been suggested that 
Transit Oriented Development 
is required in order to receive 
federal funds.  These federal 
funds are deemed necessary to 
make the Livermore extension 
a reality. 

I submit that Livermore’s 
unique location (with a Green-
ville BART station) enables it to 
create  a transit hub serving Cen-
tral Valley commuters with ACE 
trains, buses and BART.  Rather 
than requiring transit-oriented 
development, the federal govern-
ment could support Livermore’s 
efforts to reduce pollution and 
the cars on the road by funding 
a transit hub, thus increasing use 
of public transportation.  The 
Greenville Station (south of the 
freeway and not in the wild-
life-protected area) would offer 
a variety of destinations: San 
Jose/Silicon Valley via ACE, San 
Francisco and the Peninsula, East 
Bay locations such as Pittsburg, 
Richmond, Berkeley, Hayward, 
and Fremont via BART, and Tri-
Valley destinations via bus.

We need to keep the big pic-
ture in our view.  Isn’t it about 
cleaner air and encouraging use 
of public transportation?

Saddened
Kathy Streeter
Livermore

I just read an article in the 
Independent about BART and 
the City Council meeting on 
Monday, June 13.  It covered the 
substance of the meeting very 
well.  What it didn’t mention 
was the rudeness of the pro 580 
attendees.

I have watched rude and in-
sensitive behavior increase in our 
National politics and have been 
saddened by it.  It distracts from 
real issues and plays on emotions 
instead of rational thought and 
discussion.  I never expected it 
to happen here.

Livermore has always been 
a special place, a place where 
the median IQ was well above 
average, where arts and cul-
tural expression were nurtured, 
where disagreements could be 
discussed with passion but also 
with respect.  A place where the 
vision of a vibrant community 
surrounded by beautiful hills, 
vineyards and open space was 
always the community’s prior-
ity.  A place where a scenic cor-
ridor was treasured and a real 
downtown reflecting the special 
nature of Livermore was tenderly 
developed with a constant look to 
its unique character.

I understand that bringing 
BART to Livermore after almost 
50 years of paying and receiving 
no benefit is a very big decision.  
I know that there have been six 
years or study and analysis done 
to get to this point.  I also real-
ize that not everyone took the 
time or had the interest to take 
part in the many public forums 
and workshops that preceded 
the current alignment which 
has been accepted unanimously 
by every relevant committee, 
agency, council and board.  Not 
everyone went to the significant 
council meetings or read the in-
formation on the City’s web site 
or BART’s website or researched 

what TOD is exactly.  Not every-
one has respect for the hard work 
and dedication of City staff in 
working with expert consultants 
to thoroughly vet the different 
options for the BART alignment.  
Not everyone appreciates John 
Garamendi’s vast experience and 
knowledge about transportation.

Even though I understand all 
those things I do not understand 
how heckling, sighing loudly, and 
laughing when someone is stat-
ing their opinion, and accusing 
staff of lying furthers a rational, 
thorough and civil discussion of 
BART to Livermore.  I have been 
here since 1964 and this is not the 
Livermore I know.  Please bring 
it back! 

BART Report
Bob Baltzer
Chair, Friends of Livermore

The recent editorial in the 
Valley Times is an example of 
why the Livermore City Council 
decision to call for a fresh neutral 
report on the 580 BART initiative 
is a wise one.  The omissions, 
distortions and misstatements 
in this piece and the other pro-
paganda put forward by the 580 
proponents require an objective 
look at both proposals.

Alternative 2B (Downtown 
/ Vasco) was not one of the 
original proposals in the BART 
Draft EIR.  It came out of the 
citizens’ workshops, when it 
became obvious that all of the 
original alternative routes were 
badly flawed for one reason or 
another.  The majority of negative 
comments that came in on routes 
that included Downtown were 
regarding proposals that had el-
evated structures, cut through the 
quarries or placed a rail yard next 
to a historic residential area.  By 
mixing and matching segments 
of the original proposals, 2B was 
able to come up with a solution 
that avoided most of the prob-
lems while meeting the require-
ments of BART, MTC and the 
federal / state agencies involved 
in permitting and funding.

One of the federal require-
ments for funding is intermodal 
connectivity with ACE or its  suc-
cessor.  This is not possible with 
a single station at Isabel, thus 
the initiative calls for “eventual 
extension” to Greenville.  This 
puts the cost comparison at $3.2 
billion for 580 and $3.8 billion 
for 2B, a much closer match.

Much fear has been generated 
that BART Downtown would 
require parking structures and 
condos like the monstrosities at 
the East Dublin station.  Not true.  
The 1500 housing units required 
above what is built or planned at 
Downtown / Vasco could all go to 
Vasco. No housing over four sto-
ries or parking structures over 3 
stories (like the present structure) 
would be required Downtown.

Another bit of misinforma-
tion is that the initiative would 
forbid the City doing anything 
to promote 2B.  Nothing in the 
initiative forbids anything.

Very little has been said about 
the recent BAAQD guidelines on 
freeway carcinogens.  The list 
goes on, there is a tremendous 
amount of smoke in the air that 
the called for report can dispel.

(continued from page 4)
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 452843
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Affordable Cab 
Company, 440 Boulder Ct., 
Ste 100D, Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Husa in i  Sayed  Ahmad 
Alishah
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Husaini Sayed Ahmad 
Alishah
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 14, 2011. Expires 
June 14, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3018. Published June 23, 30, 
July 7, 14, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 452215
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Time Manage-
ment, 1745 Linden St., Liver-
more, Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Renee Yvonne Needens, 
1745 Linden St., Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Renee Needens
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 27, 2011. Expires May 
27, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3019. Published June 23, 30, 
July 7, 14, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 452656
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Amplified 
Web, 4047 First Street #204. 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Sean Richard Lange, 1470 
Darwin Avenue, Livermore 
Ca 94550
Mark Steven Elster, 2775 
Willowren Way, Pleasanton, 
Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by: Co-partners
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Sean Lange
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 09, 2011. Expires 
June 09, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3020. Published June 23, 30, 
July 7, 14, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 452593
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Thatcher 
Bay Vineyards, 3663 Jerrold 
Rd, Livermore CA, 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Scott C Burkhart, 3663 Jerrold 
Rd, Livermore CA, 94550
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/1/91.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Scott C Burkhart, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 8, 2011. Expires June 
8, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3021. Published June 23, 30, 
July 7, 14, 2011. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
 OF INITIATION SECTION 

106 PROCESS
AT&T Mobility, LLC is propos-
ing to improve wireless com-
munications in Livermore, CA. 
The development includes 
establishing a 25- by 30-ft 
ground lease area adjacent 
to the northwest side of the 
Rincon Branch Library. Up 
to 12 panel antennas will 
be mounted to a 70-ft tall 
monopine at roughly 57- and 
65-ft above ground level. The 
facility will be located at 725 
Rincon Avenue, in Livermore, 
Alameda County, CA. Com-
ments regarding potential 
effects to Historic Properties 
may be sent to EarthTouch, 
Inc. attn. Lorna Billat, 3135 
N. Fairfield Rd. Ste D, Layton 
UT 84041 801-423-1014 (Ref: 
Elm Street/CA-CN4228D-
ERI)
6/23/11
CNS-2119731#
The Independent Legal No. 
3016. Publish June 23, 2011

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 907, 
Oakland, CA 94612 NET-
WORKING/NORTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900859 Tire Services 
and Repair, Wednesday, July 
6, 2011, 10:00 a.m. – Gen-
eral Services Agency, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Room 222, 
2nd Floor, Oakland, CA NET-
WORKING/SOUTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFQ #900859 Tire Services 
and Repair, Thursday, July 
7, 2011, 2:00 p.m.. – Public 
Works Agency, 4825 Gleason 
Drive, Conference Room, 
Dublin, CA Responses Due 
by 2:00 pm on August 5, 
2011 County Contact : Jeff 
Thomas (510) 208-9613 or 
via email: jeff.thomas@

acgov.org Attendance at 
Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Specifica-
tions regarding the above may 
be obtained at the Alameda 
County Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org. 
6/23/11
CNS-2120892#
The Independent Legal No. 
3017. Publish June 23, 2011

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays. Saturdays from  
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs 
and cats are available at 
the Pleasanton Farmers  
Market at W. Angela and First 
Streets. Two locations will 
showcase cats only: Petsmart 
in Dublin noon to 4 and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
1 to 4. Sundays, cats are at 
Petsmart in Dublin 1 to 4, 
and PetCo in San Ramon 11 
to 3. TVAR at (925) 803-7043  
website at www.tvar.org

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contrators 
Wanted, Senior Home 
Health Care. Must have 
experience. Senior Solu-
tions, Inc 925-443-3101

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
AD
call Richard 925 243-8000 

65) HELP WANTED

Seeking Construction 
Superintendent for retail 
tenant improvement. Ten-
ant upfit of approx 25,000 
sq.ft. existing retail space  
in Livermore. Big box re-
tail experience required.  
F a x  r e s u m e  t o 
( 7 6 0 ) 7 4 5 - 5 1 2 1  o r 
email frontdesk@sierra 
contracting.net

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT- 
Free Yamaha Organ,  
Very Good Condition,  

You Pick Up.  
Call (925) 997-9062.

127) LOST/ FOUND

JEWELRY Well-Made  
Hoop Earring, 14k gold,  

with small stones. Please 
describe to claim.  

925-447-5475 

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley Publishing 

Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 

based on protected classes, 
including race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. 

IVPC does not knowingly ac-
cept any advertisements that 

are in violation of the law.

Call 
925-243-8003

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

Basics of Real Estate 
Transactions: N-Z

By Cher Wollard
Last week we looked at the basic Real Estate terms A-M. Here 

are more terms buyers and sellers should know. 
Net proceeds – Sales price minus encumbrances (mortgage, 

property taxes due, liens, etc.) minus expenses (commissions, title 
and escrow fees, transfer taxes, HOA fees, etc.) equals the net pro-
ceeds to the sellers. This is how much they will receive from the 
sale of their property. 

In the case of short sales, sellers’ net will equal zero or the sell-
ers may even have to bring some of their own funds to the transac-
tion.

The sellers’ agent will usually prepare a Seller Net Sheet when 
the listing price is set or when an offer comes in, so the sellers know 
approximately how much they will receive. On the buyers’ side, the 
loan officer and sometimes the agent will prepare a similar statement 
for the buyers, known as a Good Faith Estimate. 

Open House – One of many marketing strategies your agent may 
use in selling your property. Open Houses may be held specifically 
to allow agents and brokers to view the property. This is known as 
a Brokers’ Tour, and often occurs during the week in conjunction 
with activities of Marketing Group. Some real estate companies 
also hold in-house tours to provide first looks to the agents in their 
own offices. 

But the most familiar Open Houses are designed to showcase the 
property to potential buyers. The listing agent will generally hold 
these events on weekend afternoons. Open Houses may be advertised 
in the newspaper or, increasingly, online. The agent will also use 
multiple signs to direct buyers to the property. 

It is important that sellers make sure the property looks its best 
on the day of an Open House.

While Open Houses are the marketing tool most familiar to buyers 
and sellers, few listing agent rely exclusively on this strategy. The list-
ing agent is likely also to market your property through networking 
with other agents, plus direct marketing to the public online and/or 
conventional publications, and possibly through mailers.

Pre-approval – Nowadays, few sellers will even consider offers 
from buyers who have not been thoroughly vetted by a mortgage 
specialist. This probably involves the buyers submitting paystubs, 
bank statements and tax returns, and having a credit report pulled.

The mortgage specialist, or loan officer, then provides a pre-ap-
proval letter stating that the buyers are able to obtain a mortgage for a 
certain amount. The pre-approval letter may even spell out what type 
of mortgage (i.e., FHA, VA, conventional) the buyers will obtain.

Serious buyers will get pre-approved, not just pre-qualified, before 
beginning the search for their new home.

Quit-claim deed – A process to remove one party from the deed 
to a property. 

Rent back – This provision in a contract allows homeowners 
to remain in the home for a specified period of time after close of 
escrow. Typically the sellers pay the buyers rent equivalent to the 
buyers’ new expenses – principle and interest on their mortgage plus 
taxes and insurance, all pro-rated on a per diem basis. This means 
that if a the buyers’ monthly costs for mortgage payment, property 
taxes and insurance payment (sometimes called PITI) is be $3,000, 
the per diem would be $100.

It is not unusual for sellers to request a rent back of a few days 
or even a week to give them time to move. Occasionally, buyers 
and sellers may agree to longer rent back periods – weeks or even 
months.

Short rent back periods are usually handled through escrow. When 
a longer rent back period is involved, buyers and sellers are usually 
advised to draw up a regular rental agreement, with the sellers pro-
viding a security deposit to protect the buyers’ interests.

Settlement statement— Sometimes called a HUD-1 statement. 
These statements, which are mandated by federal law, outline ex-
penses and proceeds for all parties in a real estate transaction. The 
escrow officer prepares these statements, usually after an offer has 
been accepted and escrow opened.

In the case of a short sale, however, the lender will likely require 
the listing agent to submit a HUD-1 from a title company along with 
the purchase contract and application for short sale.

Title insurance— Not to be confused with property insurance, 
which covers the property owner in case of fire, theft, flood, etc. Title 
insurance protects the buyers and their lender in case of ownership 
disputes, such as easements or liens, or if title was not properly 
assigned. 

Underwriting – Underwriters at lending institutions make the 
final determination about whether or not a mortgage will be approved. 
They look at the buyers’ information about earning, assets, expenses 
and credit reports, as well as information about the property, such as 
appraisals, and consider them in terms of the lenders’ policies. Even 
after the loan officer has submitted documentation, the underwriter 
may request further information, such as more current pay stubs, 
information about bonuses or commissions, copies of child support 
agreements, etc. 

VA mortgage – U.S. military personal and veterans may be 
eligible to obtain mortgages secured by the Veterans Administra-
tion. These loans for purchase of homes or farms provide several 
advantages to veterans – low downpayment and credit requirements 
as well as protections concerning the property. But there are restric-
tions. Your mortgage specialist can provide information specific to 
your purchase.

Warranty – New homes purchased from the builder usually come 
with a warranty – one year is typical – meaning the builder guaran-
tees the quality of construction and will make reasonable repairs or 
replacements during this period. 

Increasingly, sellers of existing homes offer home warranties 
obtained through Home Warranty companies. These warranties 
typically cover appliances, as well as heating and cooling systems, 
but not construction defects. Policies differ, so buyers may want to 
request a particular plan. Home warranty companies usually offer 
buyers’ the option of extending their warranty period.

Homes offered through certain government programs offer two-
year warranties.

Homeowners generally pay a service fee of about $50 for each 
claim.

Expectations – Buyers and sellers are advised to educate them-
selves about the real estate process, and the realities of the current real 
estate market. The purchase or sale of a home can be an emotional 
process. When buyers and sellers have realistic expectations about 
price, terms, condition, timeframes and other variables, that process 
runs more smoothly with less drama for all concerned.

You – Educating yourself about the real estate adventure you are 
getting ready to embark on – whether buying, selling or both – is 
the best way to ensure a successful result. Start by finding the right 
Realtor to guide you in the process and ensure you make informed 
decisions every step of the way.

Zoning – Municipalities and counties determine land use policies. 
For the most part, residential units are located in areas zoned for 
residential use. Occasionally, a buyer or seller may want to change 
zoning, perhaps to allow more units or permit a home business. 
Sometimes property that has been zoned residential will be rezoned 
to allow certain business uses or special uses such as for churches, 
daycare centers or schools. Your Realtor can help you navigate public 
policy to determine what can be done on particular parcels.

So now you know your ABCs and XYZs of real estate. For more 
answers, contact your local Realtor.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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Livermore’s burgeoning in-
dustry as a filming locale has 
been drawing bigger and bigger 
names into the region—David 
Carradine for 2004’s Dead & 
Breakfast, Nicole Kidman and 
Clive Owen in Hemingway & 
Gelhorn last April, and now the 
Fruit of the Loom fruits. 

On Wednesday, June 15, the 
Fruit Guys spent the day filming 
a new television commercial in 
Mayor Marshall Kamena’s back-
yard. The commercial, which is 
expected to air nationally in Au-
gust, also was shot in the Oakland 
Hills and Summit Park in North 
Livermore. 

Livermore was chosen, in 
part, says location manager 
Wilson Wu, because the city 
has a reputation for being film-
friendly. “Livermore has a lot of 
different looks and feels to it,” 
he explains. “There are lakes, 
mountains, ranches, and the sub-
urbs. For this project, we needed 
a forest location so the proximity 
to Oakland was ideal.”

Jeannie Haigh, assistant direc-
tor of the Livermore Valley Film 

Commission, says that film proj-
ects have a significant economic 
impact on the region. “Every day 
of production provides a huge 
economic stimulus,” she says. 
“The crews buy and eat locally. 
Then there are the intangibles. 
People have a good experience 
in Livermore. They come back 
and tell their friends.”

Wu has been using Livermore 
as a location for about five years. 
Residents might recognize the 
area’s landscape in Citibank’s 
“weather balloon” commercial 
and a recent Comcast Xfinity 
commercial.

Both Mythbusters and Amer-
ica’s Most Wanted recently have 
filmed in Livermore. The city’s 
Hollywood history dates back 
nearly 40 years. The 1975 hor-
ror movie Warlock Moon was 
filmed at the Arroyo Del Valle 
Sanatorium, where Camp Arroyo 
is now located. 

The Fruit of the Loom com-
mercial came together very 
quickly. Haigh only learned 
about 10 days before shooting 

began that the city was a possible 
location; Livermore was chosen 
a few days later. The reasons 
behind using Mayor Kamena’s 
house, she adds, had more to do 
with logistics than prestige. 

“They needed a large, flat 
yard with good side access,” 
explains Haigh. “He lives on a 
court, which simplifies traffic 
control.” The fact that the Mayor 
was willing to turn his home 
over to a huge film crew for a 
production that involved both 
giant fruits and horses, says Wu, 
demonstrates the city’s support 
for film projects. 

In the days before the com-
mercial shoot, Haigh was busy 
behind the scenes, pulling per-
mits, working with neighbors 
and the police, and seeing to 
logistics like the removal of horse 
manure. San Leandro’s East Hills 
4-H Club willingly took on that 
challenge along with other trash 
cleanup. 

“We have a few kids who are 
interested in film,” explains par-
ent Pia Bevenutto. “So spending 

Grazing would be less valuable 
than grapes.

Open space contracts are 
available under the Williamson 
Act. However, open space lands 
were incorrectly placed under 
agriculture contracts.

Those who spoke Monday 
complained about the length of 
the new regulations. They said 
it was difficult to read through 
them. 

One of the major issues iden-
tified by speakers is the require-
ment that a home be occupied 
by a family member or someone 
engaged in agriculture on a prop-
erty. There is also a provision that 
if structures were not utilized for 
6 months, they would be consid-
ered abandoned.

Liz McElligott, assistant plan-
ning director, said that the state 
has said that if a person living 
in a house is not associated with 
the agriculture use, the prop-
erty is not in conformance with 
the Williamson Act. The home 
has to be occupied by a family 
member or someone associated 
in some agriculture use on the 
property. “The state is trying to 
prevent construction of houses 
in agriculture areas that have no 
association with agriculture,” she 
explained.

The planning commission 
suggested that one of the issues 
may be the definition of a family. 
They directed staff to revise the 
definition to match that used in 
other county documents.

One speaker pointed out that 
people are transferred. They own 
homes that don’t sell overnight. 
It may takes years to sell them. 
In the meantime, they could be 
rented out. She cited one home 
that has been on the market for 
five years. “Does that indicate the 
land is abandoned?” she asked.

Ken Watt, Collier Canyon 
Road, said, “A home has noth-

Fruit of the Loom Commercial Filmed in Livermore
all day on a commercial set was 
really enticing.”

Haigh says her biggest prior-
ity is the homeowners who offer 
their residences as locations. “My 
goal is to leave things in better 
shape than before the crew came 
in,” she says. The production 
goes beyond the house used as a 
location—Kamena’s neighbors 
had to remove their dogs for the 
day and the crew used the yards 
of several nearby houses for stag-
ing and meals. 

Haigh keeps a growing library 
of photos of over 7,000 possible 
locations. When location scouts 
contact her, she starts by culling 
possibilities from that library. 
The next step is usually a driving 
tour of the good matches. 

“It’s a misconception that 
we only need mansions as loca-
tions,” she says. “We need ev-
erything, from the most modest 
homes to the big ones.” Anyone 
interested in offering his or her 
home or business as a possible 
location can send photos and 
information to Haigh at jhaigh@
livermorechamber.org. 

 

ing to do with agriculture.” He 
wondered who decided what 
constituted prime or non prime 
land. He said that he had not been 
notified about meetings, nor was 
he asked any questions about his 
operations. He pointed out there 
were no dry land farmers from 
North Livermore represented on 
the committee that drafted the 
revised rules. “My land has been 
in agriculture for 128 years and 
in the Williamson Act since its 
beginning.”

 There was concern that the 
county could eliminate uses with-
out the consent of landowners. 
However, it was explained that 
the county and landowner would 
work together.

There were complaints that 
property owners were not aware 
of the meeting where the revi-
sions were discussed.

Darrel Sweet, one of the mem-
bers of the ag. committee, said 
that the item has been on the 
committee’s agenda for three and 
a half years. He admitted that it 
could be that people weren’t 
noticed.

He said that the goal had been 
to complete the draft and get it 
out to people for comment. One 
of the problems was defining 
agriculture. “We tried to broaden 
the definition as much as pos-
sible.” He used two examples 
of similar size land where one 
would be eligible for the Wil-
liamson Act, the other wouldn’t. 
A 100 acre parcel with a house 
on it where the land is used to 
support a few recreational saddle 
horses would not be eligible. 
However, if cattle were grazing 
there, it would be.

 “We didn’t want to make the 
Williamson Act a cheap way to 
hold on to land while awaiting 
development,” he added.

The issue with prime versus 
non-prime has to do with how 

much money the county receives 
from the state. The county re-
ceives $5 an acre for prime and 
$1 an acre for nonprime land. The 
designation is based on income 
derived from the ag. operation. 
Vineyards would be more valu-
able than grazing.

There were complaints about 
the building envelope. It was 
pointed out that the 2 acre en-
velope is the maximum allowed 
under Measure D. The 2 acre 
parcel is taxed at a different rate 
from the rest of the land. Prop-
erty owners can elect to have a 
smaller building envelope. Some 
planning commissioners felt that 
2 acres may be too big.

When it came to agriculture 
uses, the commissioners said that 
as long as they were consistent 
with county zoning and Measure 
D, there is no reason not to allow 
a use.

Aaron Carruth, a landowner, 
questioned why land now includ-
ed in a multiple property contract 
would now have to become a 
single owner contract.

McElligott explained that if 
one owner were to sell, it would 
make it difficult to administer 
the contract when it comes to 
renewal. In some cases, where 
one drops out, the contract on 
non prime land could mean that 
eligible land falls below the 40 
acre threshold.

Mike Gatzman commented 
on some of the uses. He is also a 
member of the ag. advisory com-
mittee. Gatzman pointed out that 
wind turbines are permitted as 
an energy source and considered 
compatible. The jury is still out 

on the compatibility of a solar 
production project. However, so-
lar panels are allowed to generate 
power for an agriculture use. 

Gatzman said he believes the 
new regulations are more land-
owner friendly. For example, the 
threshold for 10 acres to qualify 
as prime has been lowered to four 
acres. This is the result of a busi-
ness in Fremont that propagates 
citrus fruit. 

Uses are grandfathered in. The 
idea is to be flexible, since agri-
culture is evolving in the county, 
he commented.

Gatzman suggested that peo-
ple send their suggestions for 
changes to the county. The next 
meeting of the Ag. Committee 
will be July 26.

WILLIAMSON
(continued from page one)
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Few summer traditions can 
top the experience of watching 
professional theater while sipping 
award-winning wine as the sun 

Tragedy and Comedy Each Take a Turn at 
Livermore Shakes This Summer

Pictured are Armando McClain as Macbeth, Dwight D. Mahabir as Duncan, Daniel Redmond as Malcolm. Costumes were created by Barbara Murray and Joanne Martin. 
Photo -  Joshua Large

sets over an historic local land-
mark. The Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival offers an inspired vacation 
in your Bay Area with a summer 

line-up of top-notch theater pre-
sented in the valley’s serene wine 
country at Concannon Vineyard 
in front of the historic Ellen Rowe 

Concannon House.
Tragedy and comedy each take 

a turn this summer on the outdoor 
stage at the Livermore Shake-

speare Festival, now in its seventh 
season. Macbeth, Shakespeare’s 
classic study of unbridled ambi-

(continued on page 2)
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Just in time to celebrate 
the opening of the Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival, Perfor-
mance Arts Press announc-
es the release of The Shake-
speare Manuscript by Stewart 
Buettner.

Shakespeare’s Hamlet is 
the most performed play in the 
Western world.  An early ver-
sion of Hamlet, the so-called 
Original Hamlet, was being 
presented in London at the 
time Shakespeare first moved 
to the city. It vanished soon 
after and has not been seen in 
over 400 years. The identity 
of the playwright is unknown, 
but some argue it was William 
Shakespeare himself.

The Shakespeare Manuscript 
relates the story of the discov-
ery of this long-lost Original 
Hamlet in manuscript form, 
all the more remarkable since 
not one of Shakespeare's plays 
survives in his own handwrit-
ing. This new literary mystery 
also offers a warm and often 
humorous look into the heart of 
live theater today.

“A riveting read not to be 
overlooked, very highly rec-
ommended.” Midwest Book 
Review, June, 2011

To mark the new release, The 
Shakespeare Manuscript can 
be purchased at Amazon.com 
(both print and ebook formats) 
for 20% off through the end of 
July. For further details, visit 
ShakespeareManuscript.com.

By Joan Boer
Livermore has always wel-

comed talented performers. But 
recently the town has gone a step 
further and invited them to sleep 
over for a couple of months.

This year, six Livermore resi-
dents have opened their homes 
for actors appearing in Macbeth 
(opening July 1st) and/or Lend 
Me a Tenor (opening July 8th) at 
Concannon Vineyard.

These generous folks were 
matched with their guests through 
the Livermore Shakespeare Festi-
val’s host program. For the theatre 
company it’s been a way to attract 
young, talented actors from all 
over the country by making their 
stay in town affordable. The com-
pany can cast good actors—some 
experienced, others just breaking 
into the profession—who might 
otherwise have to decline.

The hosts make a substantial 
contribution to the season’s suc-
cess.

“I’m feeling like I’m giving 
something to the arts community,” 
said Cynthia Bird, host for Max 
Curnow, who’s been doing com-
mercial and stage work in Kansas 
City, Missouri. “And I like getting 
the insider’s view of theatre.”

It’s no trouble, said Bird. The 

tion, previews June 30 and opens 
July 1, followed on July 7 by Lend 
Me a Tenor, Ken Ludwig’s rollick-
ing farce. The plays, produced by 
Shakespeare’s Associates, run in 
repertory through July.

Macbeth, staged by Producing 
Artistic Director Lisa A. Tromo-
vitch, creates a dark world where 
“fair is foul and foul is fair.” We 
watch in fascinated horror as evil 
overturns the moral order, and the 
predictions of the “weird sisters’’ 
inspire bloody deeds, harrowing 
guilt and ultimate vengeance.

The play is also a penetrating 
look at how swiftly the human 
soul can be corrupted by the lust 
for power.

When comedy takes over, con-
fusion collapses into chaos in the 
award-winning Lend Me a Tenor. 
Playwright Ludwig freshens up 
the time-honored tricks of classic 
farce - mistaken identity, sexual 

hosts provide a bedroom and bath, 
space for food in the cupboard and 
fridge, and a porch light to come 
home to at night.

After hosting two cast members 
in previous shows, Bird under-
stands an actor’s late mornings and 
late nights. “I hardly see them; I’m 
usually gone when they get up and 
they don’t come back until late. 
But it’s been fun to sit and chat a 
bit. You get a proprietary feeling 
about your actors.”

For his part, Curnow says “a 
rent-free environment” is a good 
deal when modest wages mean a 
tight budget. Cast after auditions 
held in the Midwest, he plays 
Lenox in Macbeth and will under-
study the eponymous opera star of 
Lend Me a Tenor.

“I’m obviously not able to do it 
without the housing,” said Curnow, 
23, who is enjoying his first look 
at California. “And the company 
is able to draw from a bigger pool 
of actors.”

Nancy and Garry Rodrigue 
also are veteran hosts. Last year 
they put up Ashley Wickett in 
the guesthouse behind their small 
winery. (The game young actor 
played Juliet on crutches after 
breaking her leg.) The couple has 

maintained contact with her and 
reports she has just graduated from 
the master of fine arts program at 
ACT in San Francisco.

This year the Rodrigues are 
housing Portland resident Alex 
Lenarsky, who is cast both in 
Macbeth and Lend Me a Tenor. 
Garry Rodrigue says their setup is 
particularly agreeable to both hosts 
and guests, as the guests can come 
and go without fear of intruding. 
“They like that,” he said. “They 
get a lot of freedom.”

Patricia Munro serves as the 
Festival’s housing coordinator. 
Such a service is particularly 
necessary in a community some 
distance from a metropolitan cen-
ter and with limited transportation. 
She casts as wide a net as possible 
in looking for potential hosts, and 
makes an effort to ensure actors 
and hosts will be compatible.

“I ask them all if they smoke, or 
if actors have pet allergies—things 
like that,” she said.

Also from out of state are 
Joshua Large from Colorado, 
now in his second season with the 
company, and Ashley Bonda, who 
hails from Guam. Miles Gaston 
Villanueva, who has the title role in 
Lend Me a Tenor, is from Visalia. 

Large will stay with Livermore 
resident Carol Eicher, Villanueva 
will take Max Curnow’s spot with 
Cynthia Bird, as Curnow, who has 
a car, moves to the Mines Road 
home of Joan and Lynn Seppala.  
Bonda is staying first with Walt and 
Nan Davies, and then with Olive 
and Jim Greene.

Livermore Shakespeare Fes-
tival’s producing artistic direc-
tor Lisa Tromovitch says she’s 
grateful that the community has 
responded so graciously, making 
space in their homes and their 
lives. She says it’s another way 
that Livermore demonstrates their 
love for the arts.

The only hint of a downside 
came from Bird. “The back bed-
room needs painting,” she admit-
ted with a grin. “But it keeps being 
occupied!”

Shakespeare’s Macbeth per-
forms outdoors at Concannon 
Vineyard June 30th – July 31st, 
in partial repertory with Ken 
Ludwig’s Lend Me A Tenor. For 
a calendar and information, visit 
LivermoreShakes.org.  Tickets 
range from $25 to $39, day-de-
pendent, with discounts for seniors 
and others. 

For tickets call 1-800-838-3006, 
or visit LivermoreShakes.org.

Livermore welcomes Festival actors

high jinks, slamming doors—to 
give us a plot where mistake piles 
on mistake until all involved come 
to their senses again - more or less. 
Guest director Leslie Martinson, 
from the acclaimed Peninsula 
company TheatreWorks, stages 
the madness.

Picnics on the lawn are encour-
aged before the show, or playgoers 
can visit Concannon’s Underdog 
Wine Bar for bistro-style dining. 
Then they might enjoy a glass of 
fine Concannon wine while the 
play unfolds under the stars.

In the outdoor theatre area, the 
Ellen Rowe Concannon House 
provides a glorious backdrop to 
the platform stage. 

Shakespeare in the Vineyard, a 
weekend getaway package, offers 
a chance to explore the area’s wine 
culture and shops as well as enjoy 
an evening performance. The pack-
age includes a picnic dinner and 

tickets for two to either Macbeth 
or Lend Me a Tenor, an overnight 
stay and use of all amenities at 
Hawthorn Suites by Wyndham, 
and discounts from local busi-
nesses. For more information, go 
to www.livermoreshakes.org.

Shakespeare’s Macbeth per-
forms outdoors at Concannon 
Vineyard June 30th – July 31st, 
in partial repertory with Ken 
Ludwig’s Lend Me A Tenor. For 
a calendar and information, visit 
LivermoreShakes.org. Tickets 
range from $25 to $39, day-depen-
dent, with discounts for seniors and 
others. For tickets call 1-800-838-
3006, or visit LivermoreShakes.
org.

Performances:  June 30th 
through July 31st, Preview of 
Macbeth on June 30th, Macbeth 
Opening Night Benefit on July 
1st. Macbethperformances are 
7/2, 7/15, 7/17, 7/23 and 7/30 

with a Family Night performances 
on 7/10. Preview of Lend Me A 
Tenor on July 7th, Lend Me A 
Tenor Opening Night on July 8th. 
Lend Me A Tenor performances 
are 7/9, 7/16, 7/22, 7/24, 7/29 and 
7/31 with Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday performances at 7:30 
p.m. and. Sunday performances 
at 7 p.m. Macbeth Opening Night 
Performance on July 1st begins 
at 8 p.m. 

Concannon Vineyard is located 
at 4590 Tesla Road in Livermore. 
Tickets are $39 - $25 Day depen-
dent, Opening Night Benefit with 
dinner on July 1st $85 and $100, 
Livermore Rotarian Foundation 
Family Night on July 10th Kid 
Tickets $5.

Tickets can be purchased at 
1-800-838-3006 or www.Liver-
moreShakes.org. For information, 
call (925) 443-BARD.

PERFORMANCES
(continued from front page)

Shakespeare 
Manuscript 

Released
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Dave Rocha Jazz Group will be 
at the Pleasanton Library perform-
ing a concert at 2 p.m. on Sun., 
June 26. 

In this concert, Dave and his 
band will be performing selections 
that were composed "exclusively" 
by some of the greatest jazz trum-
pet players of all time, including 
such giants as Miles Davis, Dizzy 
Gillespie, Clifford Brown, Freddie 
Hubbard and Lee Morgan.

This free concert is sponsored 
by the Friends of the Pleasanton 
Library and will be held in the 
Pleasanton Library’s meeting 
room.  Doors open at 1:15pm, free 
seating tickets will be handed out 
at 1pm.  Come early to find parking 
and ensure a seat.

For more info regarding the 
program call Penny Johnson at 
931-3405.

No registration required.

Singer, songwriter Jonathan Ed-
wards will celebrate the release of 
his new CD and bring “Sunshine," 
at the Firehouse Arts Center in a 
solo concert on July 9.

The concert begins at 8 p.m. 
The Firehouse Arts Center is lo-
cated at 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
downtown Pleasanton.

Ever since his hit protest song, 
“Sunshine," made its way to the 
top five on the national charts and 
earned him a gold record in 1971, 
Jonathan Edwards has sung songs 
of passion, insight, and humor. He 
remains a vital and relevant artist 
in today’s folk and Americana 
scenes and recently marked the 

fortieth anniversary of “Sunshine” 
with the release of his first new 
CD in 14 years, “My Love Will 
Keep."

Over the years, Edwards has 
built a solid fan base from con-
sistent touring and has also found 
the time to develop additional 
careers as an actor (performing 

a six-month tour of the popular 
Broadway musical, “Pump Boys 
and Dinettes”), film scorer, re-
cord producer and label owner. 
At the start of the 21st century, 
Jonathan hosted the acclaimed 
13-week PBS-TV documentary 
series, “Cruising America’s Wa-
terways,” traveling by boat from 
Canada to Florida. One riverside 
concert became the video, “Cruis-
ing America’s Waterways: The 
Concert at Sackets Harbor.”

Some of the songs on “My 
Love Will Keep” will be famil-
iar to many concertgoers. Five 
original songs include the tranquil 
“Surrounded,” a similarly nature-
centric “Johnny Blue Horizon” 
(inspired by John Denver), the 
raucous “Crazy Texas Woman,” 
the bluegrass romp “How Long” 
and “Lightkeeper,” written for the 
movie of the same name, a celebra-

tion of the world’s oceans.
Among the cover tunes is a 

slow, meditative ballad arrange-
ment of The Beatles’ “She Loves 
You," Henry Gross’ lament of 
United States unemployment, 
“Everybody Works in China;” an 
adaptation of Jesse Winchester’s 
“Freewheeler;” and the album’s 
closer, “Sailor’s Prayer,” which 
delves into our relationship to the 
planet Earth.

Concert tickets are Adult: $16, 
$22, $28; Child: $12; Senior: $22. 
Group discounts are available. 

Tickets may be purchased on-
line at www.firehousearts.org up 
to three hours prior to the perfor-
mance, by phone at (925) 931-
4848, or in person at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Box Office. 

The entrance to free parking is 
on Spring Street near First Street. 

Jonathan Edwards Performs at Firehouse

Jazz at the 
Pleasanton 

Library

Dave Rocha

Jonathan Edwards

TICKETS 925.373.6800 or www.bankheadtheater.org
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

Circle The Earth
Valley Dance Theatre
Experience an explosion of 
Asian, African, Latin American 
and European Dance
Sat June 25 2 & 7pm
$25/$12 Students

Ottmar Liebert
World Renowned Flamenco Guitartist 
Wed July 13 7:30pm 
$39/$51/$62/$12 Students 

Eric Johnson
Grammy Award-Winning Guitar Hero! 
Fri July 15 8pm 
$29/$40/$51/$12 Students 

The Sound 
of Music
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
July 22-August 7  
$37.50/$35.50 Sr./$27.50 Students
Group Rates Available

Friday Nights LIVE!
Free concert every Friday night outdoors 
on the Shea Homes Stage at the 
Bankhead Theater

El Desayuno
Fri June 24 6:30-8pm

Photo - Randy Findlay



Saturday and Sunday Noon to 4 
P.M. or at our 7:30 P.M. Saturday 
Evening shows or by using the 
PayPal through the museum web-
site: www.nilesfilmmuseum.org;   
(510) 494-141.

The schedule: Fri., June 24: 
meet and greet at the museum 6:30 
p.m.; film Manhandled (1924, Fa-
mous Players-Lasky) Gloria Swan-
son plays a department store sales 
clerk who yearns to join the cream 
of high society, 8 p.m. preceded 

by shorts The Golf Nut (1927, 
Sennett) Billy Bevan, Vernon 
Dent and When a Man’s a 
Prince (1926, Sennett) Ben 
Turpin, Madeline Hurlock

Sat., June 25: 12:30 p.m. 
early Sennett films; 3:30 
p.m. 1920s Sennett films; 
7:30 p.m. Ray Hubbard 
Award presentation screen-

ing of  The Extra Girl (1923, 
Sennett, tints and tones) Mabel 

Normand, Ralph Graves, Max 
Davidson, Vernon Dent and Teddy 
the dog are the stars in the often-
told tale of a girl who wins a movie 
contest and goes to Hollywood 
preceded by shorts Protecting San 
Francisco from Fire (1913, Key-
stone) This film demonstrates the 
latest equipment and techniques 
to fight fire in San Francisco. With 
the U. S. Army in San Francisco 
(1915, Keystone) Filmed at the 
Presidio; The Thief Catcher (1914, 
Keystone) Newly rediscovered as a 
film with Charles Chaplin as a cop; 
and The Daredevil (1923, Sennett) 
Ben Turpin knows no fear as a 

Historian and Author of Mack 
Sennett's Fun Factory; Richard 
Roberts, comedy film historian; 
Robert S. Birchard, author of 
multiple books on film history and 
movie stars like Tom Mix; Diana 
Serra Cary, childhood 

m o v i e 
star 

a n d 
author of sev-

eral books on early film; David 
Kiehn, One of the Niles Essanay 
Silent Film Museum's resident film 
historian; and Booksignings by 
these authors and Hollywoodland 
by Mary Mallory

The event will be held at the 
Niles Edison Theater, 37417 Niles 
Boulevard, Fremont. Tickets may 
be purchased in person at the Mu-
seum Store during  regular hours: 
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The National Trust for His-
toric Preservation is conduct-
ing a community challenge 
contest involving 100 historic 
sites across the country com-
peting for $25,000.  Calling 
the competition “This Place 
Matters” at preservationna-
tion.org, the event is ongoing 
through the month of June.

Only three California orga-
nizations are in the running, 
including Fremont’s own 
Niles Essanay Silent Film 
Museum and their Edison 
Theater.

As of this writing the Niles 
Museum is in 14th place, 
ahead of organizations in 
Salt Lake City, Philadelphia, 
Galveston, Baltimore, San 
Antonio, Atlanta and Albu-
querque, but trailing behind 
those in Cleveland, Houston, 
Detroit, Cincinnati and Jer-
sey City, among others.  The 
Niles Museum is calling on 
Fremont residents and those 
in the greater San Francisco 
Bay Area to help the museum 
take home the top prize by 
voting online at the National 
Trust web site.

Go to the Niles Museum’s 
website at www.nilesfilm-
museum.org and clicking on 
the rectangular icon labeled 
“National Trust for Historic 
Preservation: Please Vote 
Here” takes the voter to an 
information page with instruc-
tions that outline the process 
for registering and voting.   
Among the benefits of this 
cash prize to the museum 
will be partial financing of a 
cold storage facility for the 
museum’s collection of over 
9,000 films, enabling their 
preservation and use for hun-
dreds of years.

The Niles Essanay Silent 
Film Museum is a 501(c)3 
nonprofit formed in 2001 
to preserve the legacy of si-
lent films and Niles’ place in 
that history with the Essanay 
Film Company.  The museum 
shows silent films every Sat-
urday night with live music 
in the Edison Theater, built 
in 1913 in the Niles district of 
Fremont.  The museum also 
displays photographs, post-
ers and early film equipment 
used in the Bay Area, and is 
available to be seen with do-
cent-led tours every Saturday 
and Sunday from 12-4 PM.  
The Museum is located at 
37417 Niles Blvd., Fremont, 
California, 94536.  Phone 
510-494-1411.  H

Women in film and the comedy 
of Mack Sennett is the focus for 
the 2011 Broncho Billy Silent 
Film Festival held June 24 to 26 
at a 1913 Nickelodeon theater 
in the heart of the historic Niles 
District in Fremont. The festival 
offers three days and nights of 
films showcasing some of the 
best and rare films from the 
'teens and 1920's.  

Films will include 
such performers as 
funny ladies Gloria 
Swanson, Mabel 
Normand ,  and 
C a r o l e  L o m -
bard along with 
Roscoe "Fatty" 
Arbuckle, Billy 
Bevan, Vernon 
Dent ,  Essanay 
Niles alums Char-
lie Chaplin and Ben 
Turpin and many 
more. On Sunday, the 
focus will be on serial 
queens Helen Holmes and 
Helen Gibson. The finale will 
be a film and personal appearance 
by Baby Peggy.

There will be pianists extraor-
dinaire accompanying the films 
creating the atmosphere: Dr. Philip 
Carli (Accompanist from George 
Eastman House, Rochester, New 
York) , David Drazin (hailing 
from Illinois), Judy Rosenberg 
and Bruce Loeb (both from the 
Bay Area).

At the film festival look for 
the following: Brent Walker, Film 

The Knowlton Gallery in Lodi 
will present an exhibition with the 
theme California Classic Watercol-
ors. Among the artists in the show 
is Carolyn Lord of Livermore.

The exhibition will be open 
June 28 to August 27. There will 
be an opening reception on Sat., 
July 9 from 1 to 4 p.m. featuring 
an art talk at 1:30 p.m. and painting 
demonstration by Dale Laitinen at 
2:30 p.m. 

Since the latter part of the 
nineteenth century, California has 
produced a large number of water-
color artists; Christian Jorgenson, 
Marion K. Wachtel, Phil Dike, 
and Millard Sheets, to name a few.  
During the 1930’s, the “California 
style” was developed which usu-
ally depicted everyday life in the 
cities and suburbs of California.  It 
was at this time that the California 
watercolorists began to set them-
selves apart from the traditional 

movie stand-in/stuntman.
Sun., June 26: 1 p.m. Webs of 

Steel (1925, Morris R. Schlank) 
Helen Holmes and her director/
husband J. P. McGowan team up 
for another railroad action film 
with stunts, chases and love inter-
est and short Ghost of the Canyon 
(1920, Capital) Helen Gibson; 4 
p.m. The Family Secret (1924, 
Universal, tinted) Baby Peggy 
stars as the child of a secretly 
married couple who are separated 
by her grandfather. Gladys Hu-
lette and Edward Earle play the 
parents and Frank Currier is the 
grandfather.

   

casing some of the top practicing 
watercolorists today.   California 
Classic Watercolors showcases 
the work of six premier artists: 
Dick Cole, Carolyn Lord, Dale 
Laitinen, Juan Peña, John Barnard, 
and Kathrine Lemke Waste.  This 
selection of watercolorists is an 
excellent representation of con-
temporary realists in California 
and exhibits a wide array of dif-
ferent styles.

California native, Carolyn 
Lord, is an Artist Member of the 
California Art Club and a Sig-
nature Member of the National 
Watercolor Society.  She has stud-
ied with well-known watercolor-
ists, Millard Sheets, Rex Brandt, 
George Post, Milford Zornes, and 
Robert E. Woods.

The gallery is located at 115 
S. School Street #14 in Lodi. Ad-
ditional information is available at 
www.KnowltonGallery.com. 
 

British or American style.  
In this show, the gallery wanted 

to demonstrate the precedent for 
watercolor in California by show-

Vote for Niles 
Essanay Silent 
Film Museum

Livermore Artist Has Work Included in 
California Classic Watercolors Show

Persimmon Pudding by Carolyn 
Lord.

Art historian Marcy B. Freed-
man will present her program 
What’s So Great About Andy 
Warhol? The presentation will be 
at the Livermore Public Library 
Civic Center, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 
26, 2011. 

There is no charge for this 
event. 

Andrew Warhola was born 
into a working class family in 
Pittsburgh in 1928. By the time 
of his premature death in 1987, 
he was known as Andy Warhol 
- an extraordinary painter, printer, 
and filmmaker. His accomplish-
ments in art, as well as his active 
and diverse social life, made him 
rich and famous. In recent years, 
his legend and the prices of his 
artwork have grown at an astonish-
ing pace. There have been dozens 
of retrospectives. His works have 
sold for millions and millions of 
dollars to museums and collectors 
around the world. And yet, some 
people remain skeptical – was he 
really an artistic genius? Marcy B. 
Freedman will defend her own sky 
high opinion of him as the most 
significant American artist of the 
late 20th century.

Marcy B. Freedman is an artist 
and an art historian. In addition to 
teaching and lecturing in both pub-
lic and private institutions, she has 
created paintings, photographs, 
collages and videos that have been 
exhibited in more than 250 exhibi-
tions around the country.

The Friends of the Livermore 
Library have underwritten this pro-
gram as part of the Friends Authors 
and Arts Series. For additional 
events, check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.net.

Silent Film Festival Set for This Weekend

Andy Warhol 
Topic of Library 

Program
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By Sarah Bobson

In April of 1968, when 
student protests broke out 
at Columbia University, I 
was an undergrad student 

at CCNY, but I also worked in one 
of the administrative offices at 
Columbia. 

I remember the first day stu-
dents occupied some of the build-
ings. After attending morning 
classes, I headed downtown to my 
part-time job working for the Vice 
President for Business. When I 
arrived at College Walk, which cut 
across the center of campus, I saw 
a sea of students huddled around 
the Sundial, jacket collars turned 
up, bundled against the April chill. 
I asked around and learned the 
administration had tried to prevent 
students from protesting earlier in 
the day, calling for the university 
to divest its involvement with the 
Institute for Defense Analyses 
and to cancel its plans to build a 
gymnasium in Morningside Park 
in Harlem, its next-door neighbor. 
The students had marched over to 
the proposed gym site, scuffled 
with the police, then marched 
back onto campus and taken over 
several buildings.

As soon as I walked through 
the door of the VP-B’s office in 
Low Library, which overlooked 
the Sundial at Low Plaza, his ad-
ministrative assistant, all aflutter, 
said: “Who do those kids think they 
are? They shouldn’t be protesting, 
they should be in class.” A very 
prim, proper woman in her 40s, a 
graduate of a secretarial school, she 
thought students should behave the 
way she had been taught to behave. 
While protesting voices filtered 
up from Low Plaza, she countered 
with defenses of the status quo.

Over the next few days, students 
and sympathizing faculty gathered 
in increasing numbers in front of 
the occupied buildings, which had 
grown to include not only Low, 
Hamilton, and Avery, but several 
other buildings. Giving support to 
the occupiers, the students outside 
chanted “Strike” and “Up Against 
the Wall.” They carried handmade 

signs that read “A Free Columbia 
or a Closed Columbia,” “Never 
Trust a Trustee Over 30,” “Kirk 
Must Go.” A banner hung between 
the Greek columns in front of 
Avery proclaiming “Avery is on 
strike.”

The days wore on and the 
classrooms emptied. Protestors 
supported the occupiers by throw-
ing food through open windows 
or to students standing on window 
ledges. They circled their wagons 
and relocated their community 
around the Sundial. Long-haired 
musicians gave concerts and actors 
presented skits. The atmosphere 
at times was carnival-like, except 
for activist leaders, such as Mark 
Rudd, president of Students for a 
Democratic Society, who spoke 
through bullhorns while the jocks 
policed the periphery. 

It all disturbed me. Raised with 
conservative values, I felt proud 
and thankful to be an American. A 
chill ran down my spine every time 
I sang “The Star Spangled Banner” 
and the words: “…in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave.” 
But something was going on that 
was not exactly clear, something 
deadly real. It was challenging my 
faith in my country and the values 
I had learned in school. 

Those values were shaken loose 
from their foundation when I heard 
about the police raid. I didn’t see 
the NYPD creep on campus in 
the still of the night, yank the il-
licit squatters from the occupation 
zones, and drag more than 700 of 
them to waiting police vans. But 
the next morning, when a secretary 
from another department rushed 
into the VP-B’s office all excited 
and shouted, “Have you seen the 
president’s office?” The VP-B and 
the admin trotted after her down-
stairs, and I followed, stealthily, 
not knowing whether I should 
accompany them.

Grayson Kirk’s office looked 
like a tornado had hit it. Desks, 
chairs, tables lay broken, piled on 
each other, against the doors, like 
detritus left after a tsunami. We 
had heard that students had bar-

ricaded the doors with furniture, 
preparing for a police raid. But as 
I spun around, my eyes taking a 
panoramic shot of office supplies, 
papers, food wrappers, beverage 
containers strewn everywhere, 
my first inclination was to silently 
admonish the occupiers for show-
ing no regard or respect for private 
property. 

A New York Times reporter 
walked around with a notebook 
questioning the bewildered staff. 
When he came to the secretary 
standing next to me, I heard her 
volunteer angrily, “I saw the office 
right after the raid and it didn’t 
look like this. It was ….” Before 
she could finish her quotable sen-
tence, a white-haired administrator 
pulled her aside and said, “Shut 
your mouth. You’re not to say an-
other word, do you understand?” 
She nodded, and he whisked her 
away.

The next day, I read the Times’ 
reporter’s account. The piece, pro-
administration and anti-protestor, 
failed to quote the secretary.

That evening, my uncle, a high-
ranking official at a downtown 
Manhattan bank, called to see if I 
was alright. I told him what I had 
seen and heard first hand, but he 
dismissed it with, “That’s not what 
the Times said.” 

The next day, students said the 
police tore up the President’s office 
to make it look like the occupiers 
did it. They talked about the dis-
crepancy in treatment between the 
white students, beaten, dragged, 
more than 150 injured enough to 
end in the hospital, and the black 
students in Hamilton, secreted off 
campus quietly and non-violently 
through underground tunnels. 
Martin Luther King had been as-
sassinated earlier in the month; the 
NYPD and Columbia didn’t want 
a race riot on their hands.

After all these years, the cra-
ziness, confusion, and sense of 
purpose of the protests still stick 
with me. But what stands out the 
most is that administrator turning 
on his co-worker and telling her to 
shut her mouth.

The Livermore Public Library 
is presenting a rope-twirling, whip-
cracking comedy performance, by 
Cowgirl Karen Quest on June 29, 
2011, as part of the library’s Sum-
mer Reading Game, “One World, 
Many Stories." 

Karen Quest’s “Cowgirl Tricks” 
is a unique, Vaudeville-style show, 
blending trick roping, whip crack-
ing, comedy, music and audience 
participation. This family program 
will take place at 10:30 am on 
Wednesday, June 29, at the Liver-
more Public Library, Civic Center, 
located at 1188 South Livermore 
Avenue. Karen Quest is a free per-
formance and will be held outside, 
with the audience to be seated on 

The Livermore Public Library 
will feature an audience-driven 
improvisational drama program 
with a comedic outer-space twist 
on June 28, 2011, as part of the 
library’s Summer Reading Game, 
“One World, Many Stories." 

Ken Adams’ Adventure Theater 
is an interactive theatrical experi-
ence for “heroes” of all ages. 
Audience members make all of 
the sound effects, they become 
the scenery, invent plot twists, 
and act out the roles of the main 
characters. Adventure in Space 
will take place at 6pm Tuesday, 
June 28 at the Livermore Public Li-
brary, Springtown Branch, located 
at 998 Bluebell Drive. This free 
performance will be held outside, 
with the audience to be seated on 
tarps. Attendees are encouraged to 
arrive early for best parking and 
viewing opportunities, and to bring 
appropriate sun gear.

The Friends of the Livermore 
Library have underwritten this 

Remembering Student Protests at 
Columbia University

tarps. Attendees are encouraged to 
arrive early for best parking and 
viewing opportunities, and to bring 
appropriate sun gear.

The Friends of the Livermore 
Library have underwritten this 
program.

The Livermore Public Library’s 
Summer Reading Game is a free 
program featuring special events 
and prizes for all ages. Scheduled 
programs throughout the summer 
include storytimes, crafts, wildlife 
presentation and international 
performances. More information 
can be found at any of the library’s 
three locations, or by clicking on 
“Kids’ Place” at www.livermoreli-
brary.net.

program.
The Livermore Public Library’s 

Summer Reading Game is a free 
program featuring special events 
and prizes for all ages. Scheduled 
programs throughout the summer 
include storytimes, crafts, wildlife 
presentation and international 
performances. More information 
can be found at any of the library’s 
three locations, or by clicking on 
“Kids’ Place” at www.livermoreli-
brary.net.

Reading Game Program Features 
'Cowgirl Tricks'

Improv Drama with 
Outer-Space Twist

www.LivermoreShakes.org

800-838-3006

playing in 
repertory with

OUTDOORS AT
CONCANNON VINEYARD

JUNE 30 – JULY 31

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S

$25 – $39, DAY DEPENDENT

a
end meKen 

Ludwig’s
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The Pleasanton Downtown 
Association’s Eleventh Annual 
Downtown Summer Wine Stroll 
will be held on Thursday, July 14 
from 6-9 p.m.  Over 20 wineries 
from Livermore Valley and the 
East Bay Area will showcase their 
wines at 32 Downtown Pleasanton 
locations.  Patrons will have the 
opportunity to learn more about 
local businesses, taste a variety of 
wines and sample small bites at 
each location.  In addition, each 
guest will receive a commemora-
tive wine glass and event map.

Tickets (1000 available) will 
be sold for $25 each from June 17 

Tickets are available for the 
second East Tesla Old World Wine 
Tour.

The event will be held Fri., 
August 5 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at four wineries: Les Chênes Estate 
Vineyards, Eagle Ridge Vineyard, 
Bodegas Aguirre Winery, and el 
Sol Winery.

Guests will be treated to a 
variety of old world tastes. Each 

 This year, Wente Vineyards 
will celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of The Restaurant and The Con-
certs at Wente Vineyards. Just a 
few of the possible activities are 
listed:

• The Concerts at Wente Vine-
yards: Hosted under the stars on 
the Terrace Lawn, Wente Vine-
yards celebrates its 25th year of 
providing top performers, with a 
range of world class artists such as 
America and Diana Ross playing 
from June-September.

• Culinary Classes: Learn to 
make seasonal dishes from the 
chefs at Wente Vineyards, includ-
ing Executive Chef Eric Berg, 
Executive Pastry Chef Leena 
Hung and Catering with Wente 
Vineyards Executive Chef Jeff 
Farlow.

• Spring & Summer Garden 
Tours: Celebrating Master Gar-
dener Diane Dovholuk’s 25 years 
on property, Wente Vineyards in-
vites guests for an inside look into 
the organic garden with a special 
cooking demo from Executive 
Chef Eric Berg.

• Cinema at Wente Vineyards: 
Wente Vineyards invites guests 
to take in the summer nights with 
classic movies such as Wizard 
of Oz and Dirty Dancing on the 
terrace-lawn, best enjoyed while 
sipping a glass of wine with family 
and friends. 

• Golf Lessons: Partake in golf 
lessons on the Greg Norman de-
signed golf course which also hap-
pens to be certified as an Audubon 
Sanctuary. Specialty lessons for 
golfers of all ages and ability levels 

Twenty-eight wineries entered 
over 90 wines in the Tri-Valley 
Conservancy’s second annual "Un-
corked Wine Competition." 

Entrants were asked to submit 
their Signature and/or best wines.  
A maximum of five (5) wines were 
accepted from each winery.  All 
wines entered into the competition 
were required to have Livermore 
Valley or San Francisco Bay Ap-
pellation on the wine label.   Wines 
were assigned to categories using 
varietal composition and residual 
sugar level as a guide.

The judging panel represented 
a variety of professional palates 
including wine buyers who con-

Pictured in the photo (left to right) are Michael Princevalle (Judge), Chris Graves Winemaker – Best 
in Show, and Jim Denham (Head Judge).

trol purchasing for specialty wine 
shops, restaurants and other retail 
distribution points.  

All wines were judged “blind,” 
that is, the judges did not see the la-
bels or know the price or producer 
of the wine in the competition.  

Winners: Best in Show – Ruby 
Hill Winery Cabernet Blend 2008, 
Best in Red - Ruby Hill Winery 
Cabernet Blend 2008, Best in 
White – Steven Kent Blend 2010 
Lola – Ghielmetti Vineyard, Best 
in Dessert – Bodegas Aguirre 
Blend 2005-6-7 & 8

Gold Ribbon Winners - Caber-
net Sauvignon Steven Kent 2007 

Home Ranch, Smith Ranch, Ghiel-
metti Vineyard; Cabernet Blend   
Ruby Hill Winery Blend 2008; 
Chardonnay  Darcie Kent Vine-
yards  2009 De Mayo; Dessert  
Ruby Hill Winery Blend 2008; 
Italian Red Tamas Estates Blend 
2008; 

Other Bordeaux Fenestra Mal-
bec 2008 - Ghielmetti; Other 
Red Tamas Estate Blend 2009; 
Other White Nottingham Cellars 
Viognier 2009 - Del Arroyo Vine-
yards; Petite Sirah  Thomas Coyne 
2006; Sauvignon Blanc Steven 
Kent Blend 2010; Syrah Garré 
Vineyard & Winery; Zinfandel  
Fenestra 2008-Sblendorio

are offered, including beginner, 
Ladies and Junior’s. 

• Discover the Wine, Discover 
the Music on the Estate Lawn: 
Enjoy exploring music by indie 
artists and unique wines at this ca-
sual and fun music series at Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery culminat-
ing in the Day of Discovery over 
Labor Day weekend. Showcasing 
a number of leading artists, the all 
day event will take place at the 
Estate Tasting Room.

• Barrel Release Series: The 
Restaurant continues to feature 
the Barrel Release Series, with 
a delightful three-course menu 
paired with a glass of wine directly 
poured from a new barrel.

• Yoga with a Winemaker: Go to 
the Wente Vineyards website and 
take a quick break from the day to 
enjoy a three-minute yoga session 
with fifth-generation winemaker 
Karl Wente. 

• Guided Cooking: Purchase 
Fourth Generation Winemaker 
Carolyn Wente’s cookbook and 
enjoy one of the many delicious 
dishes in your own home.

The country's oldest continu-
ously operated family-owned win-
ery, Wente Vineyards is led today 
by the fourth and fifth generations 
of the Wente family. More than 125 
years of committed stewardship to 
the land has led to the development 
of Wente Vineyards’ Farming for 
the Future, a system of sustainable 
viticultural practices designed to 
produce the best quality wines with 
the least environmental impact.

 For more information, visit 
www.wentevineyards.com.

 

to July 14 at Berry Patch (350-A 
Main Street), Studio Seven Arts 
(400 Main Street), Town Center 
Books (555 Main Street), Clover 
Creek (670 Main Street) and The 
Rose Hotel (807 Main Street).  
Only cash or check will be ac-
cepted as payment.  If not sold out, 
remaining tickets will be available 
for purchase on the day of the event 
beginning at 5:45 p.m. for $30 at 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue. 

For more information, contact 
Kelley Foulk at Events@Pleas-
antonDowntown.net or (925) 
484-2199.

 

winery will serve wine and food 
pairings from around the world. 
Bodegas Aguirre will serve Span-
ish pairings. Eagle Ridge will 
feature Greek pairings. Les Chênes 
will feature French and Cajun pair-
ings, and el Sol pairing will be all 
American.

Tickets are $35 per person; $30 
for club members. The fee includes 
a souvenir logo wine glass.

For tickets, call or visit any of 
the four participating wineries: 

Les Chênes, 5562 Victoria 
Lane, 373-1662; 

Eagle Ridge, 10017 Tesla Rd., 
447-4328; 

Bodegas Aguirre, 8580 Tesla 
Rd., 606-0554; 

el Sol, 8626 Lupin Way, 606-
1827. 

Tickets are limited and will not 
be sold on the day of the event.

Tickets Available Now for 2nd 
East Tesla Old World Wine Tour

Ruby Hill Winery Takes Home Best of Show 
Award from 'Uncorked' Competition

Wente Celebrates 
25th Anniversary of Restaurant

Wine Stroll Planned in 
Downtown Pleasanton
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By Laura Ness

It seemed like the right 
thing to do: celebrate the 
50th anniversary of Petite 
Sirah with a Valley-wide 

festival commemorating the first 
varietal bottling of one of the 
heritage grapes of Livermore. The 
Valley owes much to the foresight 
of Jim Concannon in his first vari-
etal bottling of the grape that now 
has come to be associated with 
Livermore and the Concannon 
brand almost as ubiquitously as the 
Wente clone of Chardonnay, more 
of which is planted in the country 
than any other.

As a prelude to the big 50th 
anniversary party at Concannon 
Vineyard set for August 14 & 15, 
the last weekend of July will fete 
and honor not only the Concan-
non’s contributions to the propaga-
tion of this little “comeback kid” 
grape, but also the efforts of the 
many producers around the Valley 
who bring it to our tables.

Starting with a train ride on the 
historic Niles Canyon Railway on 
Saturday, July 30, featuring pre-
sentations by three of the Valley’s 
Petite Sirah winemakers, fourth 
generation vintner John Concan-
non, Concannon Vineyard, Collin 
Cranor of Nottingham Cellars, 
and Mark Clarin of McGrail Vine-
yards, the partying continues with 
a Petite Sirah tasting and dinner at 
McGrail Vineyards on Greenville 
Road. 

“Petite Sirah on the Rails,” 
takes place Saturday, July 30, 
2011. The two-hour train ride 
leaves Niles at 3:30 p.m. sharp; 
tickets are $45/person (21 and 
over, please).

Niles Canyon Railway be-
gan before the transcontinental 
railroad, and by 1869, with the 
completion of the transcontinental 
railway, the route through Niles 
Canyon linked San Francisco Bay 
to the rest of the country. 

On July 30, guests will board a 
restored vintage train and sample 
five special Petite Sirahs from 
some of the best winemakers in the 
Valley including Concannon Vine-
yard, Nottingham Cellars, McGrail 
Vineyards, Charles R Vineyards 
and Bent Creek Winery. Each wine 
will be paired with a delicious hors 
d’oeuvres or cheese as wine educa-
tor, Steve Ferree, shares the history 
of Livermore Valley wines, with a 

All Aboard for Petite Sirah Weekend, July 30 and 31st: 

'Petite Sirah on the Rails' and Festive 'Livermore Stars' Dinner 
special emphasis on Petite Sirah.

Tickets for “Petite Sirah on the 
Rails” may be purchased at www.
ncry.org or on localwineevents.
com

“Petite Sirah on the Rails” is 
sponsored by the Pacific Locomo-
tive Association; 

 Following the “Petite Sirah on 
the Rails” train excursion on Sat-
urday, the public is invited to “A 
Celebration of Livermore’s Shin-
ing Star: Petite Sirah!” winetasting 
and buffet dinner at spectacular 
McGrail Vineyards. 

Saturday July 30th: “A Celebra-
tion of Livermore’s Shining Star: 
Petite Sirah!”

This celebratory Petite Sirah 
Winetasting and Dinner Featur-
ing Livermore Petite Sirahs, Past 
and Present, along with a special 
appearance by honored guest, Jim 
Concannon, begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Guests will be invited to sample 
past and present vintages of Petite 
Sirah while enjoying paired ap-
petizers, live music, buffet and 
a panoply of Petite Sirah.  There 
will be an auction of unique Petite 
Sirah-based centerpieces cre-
ated by the participating wineries, 
which include (tentative list) Bent 
Creek, Concannon, Charles R, 
Eagle Ridge, Fenestra, McGrail, 
Mitchell Katz, Nottingham Cel-
lars, Occasio, Page Mill, Ruby 
Hill, Thomas Coyne and Wente.

Limited to the first 150 guests.
Location: McGrail Vineyards 

– outdoors, overlooking the beauti-
ful Livermore Valley 

Wine tasting: 6:30 p.m. 'til 
7:30pm, a grand Petite Sirah 
tasting, accompanied by hors 
d’oeuvres

Buffet Dinner and desserts: 
7:30 til 10 p.m

Ticket price: $75pp. Proceeds 
will be donated to Livermore Val-
ley Winegrowers Association.

Tickets, which are limited to the 
first 150 guests, for “A Celebration 
of Livermore’s Shining Star: Petite 
Sirah!” are available at www.mc-
grailvineyards.com/events.html

To keep the celebration going, 
many Livermore Valley wineries 
will feature specials on their Petite 
Sirah that weekend. 

Starry-Eyed over Occasio’s 
New 2009 Petite Sirah:

John Kinney does many things 
well, in his very meticulous, Swiss 

watchmaker style. How fitting 
is his logo: it accurately reflects 
the inner workings of his cerebral 
cortex. Somewhere in that brain 
developed the idea of creating a 
special pump-over tank that would 
aid in the fermentation of Petite 
Sirah, keeping the temperatures 
from getting too hot in the cap. 
Heat can extract some unwanted 
astringency and flavors from the 
must, and John’s goal is to produce 
the biggest, richest, most elegantly 
balanced Petite Sirah without any 
of the harsh edges that have often 
plagued this tannicly-endowed 
little monster. So he had a gorgeous 
steel tank, with cooling area for 
juice and a computer-controlled 
pump-over cycle, rendered to his 
specifications by an equally me-
ticulous forger in Romania and if 
you ask him to show it to you, he 
will do so gladly, like a young lad 
showing off his birthday loot of a 
new battery-operated dump truck 
or a remote controlled airplane. 
The results are far more enjoyable 
than watching aircraft soaring into 
telephone lines or loads of sand 
being deposited on an unsuspect-
ing carpet. These results look and 
taste amazing. 

Starting with the color, the 2009 
Occasio Petite is an enormously 
pleasing midnight blue-purple with 
those lovely epaulets that hint of 
royal purple. John says the Liver-
more terroir lends itself to color: 
“We get good extraction. We don’t 
need to play with extended mac-
eration here!” His goal is to avoid 
extensive seed contact and finish 
fermentation sooner than later. 
Which is precisely where the new 
tanks come into play. They pump 
65-degree juice over the 85-degree 
cap, keeping a more uniform tem-
perature and avoiding the addition 
of gritty tannin.  One sniff of this 
white pepper, ginger and coriander 
laden gem beckons you to take 
another, in which you will discern 
night-flowering jasmine and the 
ethereal beauty of freesia. Its aro-
mas may lean toward delicate, but 
this lady packs a velvet hammer 
in her ermine muff: she unleashes 
a flood of plum jam, graphite and 
dark baking spice across a raging 
river of awesomely supple, yet 
firm tannins. John uses mostly 
new American oak to avoid risk of 
oxidation in used barrels. One sip 

of this dark blue velvet elixir and 
you realize the return on invest-
ment. You’ll be able to taste this 
newly-bottled beauty at the “Stars” 
dinner on July 30th.  We hope she’s 
had her beauty rest by then.

Not content to rest on the laurels 
of a varietal P.S., John decided 
to switch up the formula for his 
highly acclaimed and quickly de-
pleted Sotto Vocce blend. The 2009 
is half Petite and half Cabernet, 
and it may yet set a new hallmark 
for Livermore winemaking, much 
as the 50-50 Cab/Syrah blends are 
a standard in Paso Robles. Begin-
ning with an aromatic assault of 
pepperiness, both black and white, 
you expect this wine to attack your 
tastebuds as well, but instead, ow-
ing to the use of 8 different levels 
of egg white fining, it’s as smooth 
as a stretch limousine ride. And 

that’s the whole intent, says John. 
“This is a designer wine: a wine I 
make specifically to fit an enjoy-
ment profile. I want it to be plush, 
with a lovely texture and good 
tannin. It is intended as a cocktail 
wine, something that won’t chal-
lenge the palate.” At the same time, 
even for all its unctuous blackberry 
smoothness, it has great serious-
ness, and made me think of salami, 
a food with which it readily makes 
friends. 

Wait…can Cabernet and Pe-
tite Sirah be friends? What if we 
stopped trying to make just one 
varietal the “grape of Livermore?” 
Petite Sirah is an undeniable birth-
right. Cabernet arguably does won-
derfully here in the right hands. 
Maybe we should engage in a bit 
more creative mixology and create 
a new signature wine that brings 
together the best of the Valley. 
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Art Crawl call to artists: Applications 

for the ArtCrawl on July 9 now being 
accepted, first come first served, with 
discounts for signups for 3 crawls. Hours 
are 1-4 p.m., minimal fees. Crawls occur 
inside and in front of downtown busi-
nesses on the Second Saturday of each 
month. A mini arts & crafts festival is 
being planned for the day at Art Glass 
Studios, corner of 2nd & L, crafters 
welcome to submit an ArtCrawl applica-
tion. See www.lindaryanfineart.com for 
signup applications.

Art Crawl July 9, from 1-4pm in several 
locations downtown – save the date; and, 
interested artists should download an ap-
plication at www.lindaryanfineart.com.

Hot Summer Art Juried Exhibition opens 
during Art Crawl on July 9, 1-4pm, with 
over 20 artists participating at two loca-
tions:  Wild Vine Wine Bar & Lounge, at 
2187 First Street, and at Ryan Fine Art, 
171 So. J Street.  Reception for the artists 
is set for July 21st beginning at the Wild 
Vine at 6pm and ending with an awards 
presentation at Ryan Fine Art at 7:30 p.m.  
The Invitational portion of this exhibit 
ends July 7th at the Wild Vine.

ArtWalk is set for October 8 from 11-5 in 
downtown Livermore, with new exciting 
changes to streamline the event.  Artists 
and interested businesses, please check 
out the info at www.bothwellartscenter.
org.

Artwork of Katherine McKay is on 
display at Prudential California Realty, 
1790 First Street, Livermore, June 1 
through July 31. The event is free to the 
public. Donations will be accepted to 
Open Heart Kitchen. The show is open for 
viewing during business hours, Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., or by 
appointment. For information, contact 
Cher Wollard at 925 824-4824 or cherw@
cherw.com

Origami art of Goran Konjevod on display 
for month of June. LAA Gallery is at the 
Carnegie Building at 2155 3rd Street in 
Livermore. Hours are 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., Wednesday through Sunday, and it 
is also open during the Farmer's Market. 
Goran's pieces are made from paper and 
copper, and have thousands of folds which 
produce abstract and mathematical forms. 
Admission is free. For more information 
call the Gallery 925-449-9927.

Eugenia Zobel will show her porcelain at 
the Firehouse Arts Center June 13 to July 
3. Firehouse Art Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. Information 925-931-
4850 or www.FireHouseArts.org.

Abstracts Show, Livermore Art Asso-
ciation, June 1-30, Livermore Library 
Gallery, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. No 
admission charge. www.livermoreartas-
sociation.org

Harrington Art Gallery exhibit, A Differ-
ence of Perception, The strange, precise, 
and imaginative artwork of noted sur-
realists Bill Weber, Bill Sala, and other 
artists, along with a new collection of 
hyper-realistic renderings by Ron Nor-
man. Thursday, June 9 – Thursday, July 
7, 2011. 

Plein Air, The Outsiders, exhibit at the 
Harrington Gallery, July 20 to Aug. 
27. Opening reception July 20, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.fire-
housearts.org.

Art under the Oaks, July 23 and 24, Alden 
Lane Nursery, Livermore. Presented 
in conjunction with the Livermore Art 
Association. /www.livermoreartasso-
ciation.org

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring their 
own materials and easels. Open to all art-
ists. Professional artist models (nude). No 
instructor. Students under 18 need written 
parental permission to attend. Cost $20 
per session. At the Bothwell Arts Center, 

2466 8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or email 
Barbara Stanton for more info about the 
workshop, 925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Beginning painting and drawing lessons, 
Livermore artist and instructor offers les-
sons to children and adults with little or 
no art experience. Students learn to draw 
and paint in a realistic way in various me-
diums using various techniques. They will 
learn about perspective and color theory. 
Lessons will cover portraits, landscapes, 
still-life, illustration and more. $22 for 
45 minute lesson. For more information 
contact Thomasin Dewhirst at 216-7231 
or thomasin_d@hotmail.com.

Summer Camp offered by Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, class production: 
"Seussical Jr." Three separate sessions 
of camp during July/Aug 2011. First two 
sessions span 2 weeks each and are open 
to children in grades 2-8. Third session 
is accelerated at 5 days and is open to 
children in grades 4-9. All children will 
participate as cast members. Culminates in 
two performances of "Seussical Jr." at end 
of session. Session I: July 11-22 (shows on 
the 23), Session II: July 25- Aug. 5 (shows 
Aug. 6) and Session III: Aug 8-12 (shows 
on Aug. 13). Sessions 1 & 2: $400, Session 
3: $300 www.trivalleyrep.org.

Upcoming Art Courses for children, 
teens & adults, Richard’s Art Store in 
Livermore, taught by Thomasin Dewhurst 
(925) 583-5061 or (925)216-7231; 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com. Contact the 
instructor for classes and schedule.

Art classes, Avant-Garde Art Studio offers 
up to 12 art classes weekly for adults and 
youth. Instructor Nalyne Lunati holds a 
M.F.A. from San José State University in 
painting and specializes in a studio art ap-
proach. Enroll before June 11th to receive 
a bonus class. www.AvantGardeArtStu-
dio.com or 925-484-1378.

Art in Public Places, join a local group 
of artists and paint on selected Friday 
mornings around town. ACC/Art Cri-
tique & Coffee invites artists to express 
themselves in watercolor, acrylic, oil 
For more details check out the website 
for Poetry On Canvas Pleasanton or 
contact Claudette at PoetryOnCanvas@
Mac.Com ~ ACC Meets each Friday at 
various locations. 

WINERY EVENTS
Ruby Friday, Ruby Hill Winery, June 24, 

6:30 to 9:30 p.m. $10.00 for Gem Society 
members & $15.00 for non-members, 
under 21-$10.00. Entry includes a glass of 
wine, 2 barrel tastings, 1 complimentary 
slice of pizza, light snacks and ‘Smores 
in our fire pit (weather permitting). Ad-
ditional wine and pizza will be available 
for sale. Ruby Hill Winery, 400 Vineyard 
Avenue at Isabel, Livermore Valley Wine 
Country 925-931-9463

Tour the Vineyards at Murrieta's Well 
with co-founder Sergio Traverso, Sat., 
June 25, 1 p.m. All guests $20, club mem-
bers $10. For reservations, directions or 
more information, call 925-456-2395.

Wine Down Wednesdays, Wente Vine-
yards. Share a glass of wine as you watch 
the sun set and enjoy the hottest local art-
ists. 5 to 8 p.m. June 29, Alex Attard Trio. 
Wente Vineyards Estate Tasting Room, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore, Call 925-
456-2305 for more information. 

Thomas Coyne Winery, Viticulture & 
Winemaking Seminar July 9 & 10, 2011, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For more information 
call 925 373-6541.

Taste of Terroir, Thurs., July 21, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Palm Event Center, 1184 Vineyard Ave., 
Pleasanton. Food and wine pairing hosted 
by Livermore Valley Winegrowers Asso-
ciation. www.lvwine.org. 447-9463. 

 
MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting room 

from 12 to 4; open every day if the gate 

is open and for sure on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays 11 to 5. Red Feather 
Winery, 5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Information at 449-1871 or www.red-
featherwinery.com

Friday Nights LIVE!, series of free outdoor 
concerts in downtown Livermore featur-
ing a variety of music and dance, will open 
on Fridays through August 26, 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m. on the Shea Homes Stage in front 
of the Bankhead Theater and are free to 
the public. Sponsored by the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center.

First Thursday Concert Series, Dublin 
Farmers’ Market, the City of Dublin, 
Emerald Glen Park. The concerts will be 
held in the plaza area on the Gleason Drive 
side of Emerald Glen, from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. July 7, Aug. 4, Sept. 1, Oct. 6. Also 
winetasting and food sampling. 

Tri-Valley Medieval & Renaissance 
Collegium playing session for amateur 
musicians, Peter Maund, director. Mon-
days 7:30–9:30 p.m. 7600 Dublin Blvd, 
suite 370, Dublin. $25. Information colle-
gium2011@gmail.com or 925-424-1209 
or 925-984-4395

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 p.m. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

Blacksmith Square live music, Saturdays 
3-6 May – September, sponsored by 
Artistic Edge, Greenleaf BBQ Products, 
John Christopher Cellars, Swirl, and 
Victorine Olive Oil. Corner of South 
Livermore Ave. and Railroad Ave. down-
town Livermore.

Concerts in the Park, Lions Wayside Park, 
corner of First and Neal Streets, downtown 
Pleasanton. 7 p.m. No admission charge. 
Fridays, June 3 to September 2. Hosted 
by Pleasanton Downtown Association. 
484-2199.

Dublin Heritage Center Music Jam, Every 
Tuesday night there is an open music jam 
for either Bluegrass or Irish Fiddle. All 
are welcome to come and listen or join 
in and play. 6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. 
Information: 925-452-2100.

Concerts at Wente Vineyards, June 28, 
Beach Boys; July 7, Colbie Caillat; July 
10: Jazz in the Vineyards - Souls of 
Summer: Jonathan Butler, Eric Darius 
& Maysa; with Jazz Attack: Rick Braun, 
Peter White & Gerald Albright; July 21, 
Chris Isaak; August 3, Doobie Brothers; 
August 9, Peter Frampton - “Frampton 
Comes Alive 35th;" August 30, Kenny 
G and Michael Bolton; Sept. 8: Tears for 
Fears; Sept. 13: Kenny Loggins; Sept. 14: 
Diana Ross. Ticket options include dif-
ferent dining and seating choices. Wente 
Vineyards Restaurant and Event Center is 
located at 5050 Arroyo Road, Livermore. 
For more information or tickets, go to 
www.wentevineyards.com/concerts/

Grand Afternoon of Music in Livermore, 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Liver-
more will be hosting a concert on Sunday, 
June 26 at 2 p.m. featuring Mark Anderson 
on piano and Joe Bonfiglio on clarinet. In 
addition, UUCiL’s own Patricia Mielke 
and Wendy Fisher will perform.The public 
is cordially invited to attend. A reception 
with light refreshments will follow the 
concert. Admission is by free will dona-
tion. The Unitarian Universalist Church, 
1893 North Vasco Road, Livermore. More 
information about UUCiL can be found 
on line at www.uucil.net.

The Dave Rocha Jazz Group will perform 
at the Pleasanton Library on Sun., June 26 
at 2 p.m. Arrive at 1:30 for a free seating 
ticket. 400 Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. 
(925) 931-3405.

Jonathan Edwards, Acoustic Guitar, July 
9, 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. $12-$28. 

Ottmar Liebert, Wednesday, July 13, 
7:30 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. LVPAC Presents Ottmar 
Liebert and Luna Negra. Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 

925-373-6800.
Eric Johnson, Grammy Award-winning 

guitar master, Bankhead Theater on July 
15. 8:00 p.m. Tickets range from $29 
to $51 for adults and $12 for students.
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First Street 
in Downtown Livermore. To purchase 
tickets call 925-373-6800 or visit www.
bankheadtheater.org

Melissa Manchester, July 16, 8 p.m. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. $35-$45.

ON THE STAGE
Godspell, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre. 

Studio Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Lane, 
Suite 309, Pleasanton. Weekends June 
3-26. Call 462-2121 or go to www.trival-
leyrep.com for information.

Macbeth, June 30, July 1, 2, 10, 15, 17, 
23, 30. Concannon Vineyard, Livermore. 
Presented by Shakespeare Festival. Per-
formances 7:30 p.m. Thurs.-Sat., 7 p.m. 
Sundays. Tickets at 1-800-838-3006. In-
formation www.LivermoreShakes.org.

The Sound of Music, Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theatre. Performances weekends July 22-
August 7, 2011. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

Lend Me a Tenor, comedy of comedies, 
presented by Shakespeare Festival at 
Concannon Vineyard, Livermore. July 
7, 8, 9, 16, 22, 23, 29, 31. 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs.-Sat., 7 p.m. Sundays. Tickets 
at 1-800-838-3006. Information www.
LivermoreShakes.org.

Tri-Valley High: The Series, a live, im-
provised and episodic teen soap opera 
presented by Pleasanton's Creatures of 
Impulse. Wednesdays, July 13-Aug. 3, 
7:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.fire-
housearts.org.

A Midsummer Night's Dream, Women's 
Will production. Sun., July 14, 4:30 
p.m. Centennial Park (next to the Senior 
Center), 5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. 
Free admission. 931-4848.

Best of Both Worlds, July 14 and 15, 7:30 
p.m. Amador Theater, 1155 Santa Rita 
Rd., Pleasanton. The best-and worst-of 
both worlds meet when fantasy meets the 
harsh reality of school in this toe-tapping, 
pop musical adventure. When Cinderella's 
stepsisters find a portal to another world, 
they get zapped into a very real high school 
and decide never to return. $5-$10.

Cymbaline, San Francisco Shakespeare 
Festival production. Saturdays and Sun-
days, July 23, 24, 30, 31 and Aug. 6,7. 
Amador Community Park, 4455 Black 
Ave., Pleasanton. 7:30 p.m. Free admis-
sion. 931-4848.

 
DANCE
Circle the Earth, Valley Dance Theatre 

celebrates dance from around the world. 
Sat., June 25, 2 and 7 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

MOVIES
Movies in the Park, Amador Valley Com-

munity Park, 4455 Black Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Movies are free and begin at dusk. 
Schedule: July 14 - Despicable Me; July 21 
- How to Train Your Dragon; July 28 - Cats 
and Dogs: Revenge of Kitty Galore; Aug. 
4 - Toy Story 3; Aug. 11 - Tangled; Aug. 
18 - Tron Legacy. Information at www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us or 931-3423.

Fixation, a documentary film about single 
speed cycling, was selected by the selected 
by the San Francisco Frozen Film Festival 
as the Best Short Documentary of 2011 
and by the Transatlantyk Film festival in 
Poland.  The film will be shown at the 
Vine Cinema in Livermore on July 21  
at 7:30pm.  

CHORAL
Oakland Jazz Choir, 2 p.m. on Sunday, 

July 31, 2011 at the Livermore Public 

Library Civic Center as part of Jazz in 
July, a month-long series of free jazz 
events. 1188 S. Livermore Avenue, There 
is no charge for this event. For additional 
events, check the library’s website at 
www.livermorelibrary.net.

OPERA
Opera in the Vineyard, July 31, Retzlaff 

Vineyards, Livermore, offers a preview of 
Romeo et Juliette and a joint promotional 
event with Livermore's Shakespeare Festi-
val. www.livermorevalleyopera.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
Alameda County Fair, 99th anniversary. 

June 22 - July 10 (closed Tuesdays). Al-
ameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. 
www.alamedacountyfair.com.

Pleasanton History Walk, 4th Saturday of 
the month. Tours depart from the Museum 
on Main at 2 p.m. and are approximately 
1 ½ hours long. The tour is appropriate 
for all ages, covers a distance of ap-
proximately one mile and is handicapped 
accessible. Tours are limited to the first 25 
people in attendance. Upcoming summer 
tours on: Saturday, June 25; Saturday, 
July 23; Saturday, August 27; Saturday, 
September 24. For more information on 
tours or programs at Museum on Main 
contact Jennifer Amiel, Director of Edu-
cation at (925) 462-2766 or education@
museumonmain.org.

1st Wednesday Street Party - July 6, 6 to 
9 p.m. Red, White and Blues theme. Main 
Street, Downtown Pleasanton. Presented 
by Pleasanton Downtown Association, 
pleasantondowntown.net

Horsing Around, Saturday, July 9,  noon 
to 6:00 p.m. at the Trackside Terrace, 
race track grandstand, at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Fund-raiser hosted 
by the Foundation for Axis Community 
Health. Includes full schedule of horse 
races, a catered buffet lunch, a “Best 
Hat” contest, raffle prizes and silent 
auction, and a no-host bar. Fair staff will 
conduct a wagering orientation for those 
unfamiliar with placing bets. Tickets to 
the event are $50 per person and include 
admission to the Alameda County Fair 
and lunch. They may be purchased online 
at www.axishealth.org or by phone at 
(925) 201-6017. All proceeds benefit Axis 
Community Health, provider of medical 
care and behavioral health services to the 
community. Open to the public. 

Wine Stroll, Shop away the evening in 
downtown Pleasanton with a great glass 
of wine, Pleasanton, July 14, 2011, 6 to 9 
p.m. Pleasanton Downtown Association 
pleasantondowntown.net

Museum on Main, 2011 Ed Kinney Lecture 
Series. Wednesday, July 20, 7 p.m., Uncle 
Sam: American Icon. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
No reservations are required. Tickets are 
available at the door on a first come first 
served basis. The Firehouse Arts Center 
is located at 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $10 general 
admission, $5 members and seniors, $3 
students/teachers with ID. Information, 
contact Jennifer Amiel, Director of Edu-
cation at (925) 462-2766 or education@
museumonmain.org.

Mogulaire Concours d’Elegance at Wente 
Vineyards, Arroyo Road, Livermore, 
July 23, 2011. Featuring vehicles manu-
factured (in most cases) from 1949 until 
now. More information is available at 
www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.

Pooch Parade, Wed., Aug. 3 during First 
Wednesday Party in downtown Pleas-
anton. Entries are being accepted in 
seven categories. Proceeds benefit the 
Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Raisers. 
Entry fee $10 per category. For details 
and online registration go to www.trival-
leyguidedogs.org.
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The Alameda County Fair in 
Pleasanton is in full swing, open 
now through July 11.  

 The fair features live pig races, 
horse racing, over 7,500 com-
petitive exhibits, two free concerts 
nightly, a full carnival, yummy 
food, roller derby and AgVenture 
park where visitors can experience 
simulated cow milking, pony sad-
dling and the kid’s corn box play 
area.

There are also special attrac-
tions and special days planned. 
During this year’s 99 annual 
Alameda County Fair, organizers 
will produce the world’s largest 

hamburger that is available for 
commercial consumption, grilled 
fresh and served up on Saturday, 
July 2. Patrons will be able to 
sample the burger at $.99 a bite 
in celebration of the fair’s 99 con-
secutive year!

 The goal is 625 pounds of meat, 
equivalent to 2,500 quarter pound-
ers and 1,375,000 calories.

Based on a suggested 2,000 
calorie a day intake, this gigantic 
hamburger could feed one person 
for more than 22 months

The trimmings include a 110-
pound bun, over 50 lbs. of cheese, 
over 20 lbs of onions, over 12 lbs 

of pickles and 30 lbs of lettuce.
Making the burger requires 10 

hours to cook with a 10-person 
crew and a large builder’s crane 
just to flip the burger!

Proceeds from the “$.99 a bite” 
donated to Alameda County Com-
munity Food Bank

“Every burger lover is invited 
to watch history in the making 
as we prepare the world’s largest 
hamburger that is commercially 
made. We are excited to be a part 
of this fun-filled challenge and the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds is 
the perfect setting for this memo-

rable event,” states Brett Enright, 
owner of Juicys, the concession-
aire partnering with the Fair in this 
undertaking.

This is the 99 year of the fair, 
running through July 11, 2011. 
For more information, please visit 
www.AlamedaCountyFair.com.

Special Days at the Alameda 
County Fair are:

99¢ Wacky Wednesdays: June 
29 & July 6 - admission is only 
99¢ before 3pm and only $3 after 
3pm.

Seniors free Thursdays: June 
23, June 30 & July 7 - 62 and up 

receive free admission.
Kids free Fridays: June 24, July 

1 & July 8 - 12 and under receive 
free admission.

Fair Food Drive: June 27 - 
Bring 4 non-perishable food items 
for Free Fair Admission in part-
nership with the Alameda County 
Community Food Bank.

99¢ Carnival Rides: June 27 
- 99¢ Carnival Rides all day.

Military Appreciation Day: July 
1 - Free fair admission for you and 
a guest with your valid military 
I.D. Veterans free with proof of 
service.

The Taylor Family Founda-
tion (TTFF) is gearing up for the 
Annual Day in the Park auction 
fund-raiser on Sunday, August 
28 at Camp Arroyo in Livermore 
Proceeds from the auction help 
fund TTFF’s summer and week-
end camp adventures for children 
living with life-threatening and 
chronic illnesses, developmental 
disabilities and youth at-risk – at 
no cost to them or their families.

Day in the Park raises funds to 
facilitate Camp Arroyo, a safe ha-
ven for children with HIV/AIDS, 
skin and heart disease, colitis, 
diabetes, brain tumors, bi-polar 
disorder, autism and other chronic 
and critical illnesses. At Camp Ar-
royo, kids meet other children with 
similar conditions, learn to live 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

The Ballet Division at The Livermore School of Dance performed "Peter Pan," a full-lenth story ballet based on the classic tale by J.M. Barrie. The presentation was at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore over the weekend.  The story-length ballet follows Peter Pan, Tinkerbell, and The Darlings on adventures that begin in the children’s bedroom 
and end in a magical place called Neverland. The group danced with toys, shadows, pixie dust, and fly amongst the stars. With Captain Hook and a band of pirates close 
on their heels, the friends managed to get into plenty of mischief with mermaids and fairies and rely on jungle animals, Indians, and The Lost Children to keep them safe. 
 

with their disease and make last-
ing friendships. It’s an opportunity 
for them to just be kids without 
worrying about medicine, doctors, 
surgeries and their health. 

This year’s auction fund-raiser 
includes gourmet food and wine 
from some of the Bay Area’s top 
restaurants and the finest Northern 
Californian wineries. Mingle with 
local celebrities, bid on more than 
150 silent and live auction pack-
ages and participate in our raffle to 
win a 2011 Mini Cooper. Priceless 
and rare live auction items include 
a celebrity dinners and sports pack-
ages, private air accommodations 
to the red carpet events, luxurious 
vacations and other glamorous 
packages. Individual tickets are 
$175 and tables of 10 are $2,000. 

Sponsorships range from $3,000 
to $100,000.

Since its inception in 1990, 
TTFF has helped more than 40,000 
children and 70,000 parents by 
providing respite and unique camp 
opportunities. In 2001, TTFF 
achieved its goal of providing 12 
weeks of summer and 14 week-
ends of fun to kids at no cost to 
their families, by building Camp 
Arroyo. Since then, children in 
Northern California with special 
needs have attended a residential 
summer camp program in a sup-
portive and therapeutic recre-
ational environment that provides 
them and their families with a 
respite from ongoing challenges. 
Each year, over 3,000 children 
experience this once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity.
Camp Arroyo sleeps 144 chil-

dren. Not only is it a state-of-
the-art facility, but Camp Arroyo 
was built “green”. This unique 
camp includes a dining hall, pool 
complex with two bathhouses, an 
arts and crafts center, sports court, 
challenge ropes course, meadow 
for field sports, a bocce court, an 
organic garden and an infirmary. 
By participating in these camp 
activities with their peers, children 
are encouraged to be more inde-
pendent and trusting. Camp Arroyo 
is a place where individuality is not 
taboo, but celebrated. It’s a place 
where children experience com-
munity and fun-filled activities in 
a nurturing environment filled with 

positive energy and support.
For tickets/tables and event 

sponsorship opportunities for Day 
in the Park, please visit our website 
at www.ttff.org or call us at 925-
455-5118. 

The Taylor Family Founda-
tion, founded by Elaine and Barry 
Taylor in 1990, is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. In 1998, 
TTFF partnered with the East Bay 
Regional Park District to build 
Camp Arroyo, a year-round resi-
dential camp in Livermore, CA. 
TTFF funds the summer program 
at Camp Arroyo and is co-operated 
by the YMCA of the East Bay. Dur-
ing the school year, camp is used 
as an Environmental Education 
Center for local school children.

Annual Day in the Park Festivities Planned

Alameda County Fair in Full Swing
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By Patricia Koning 
Over the summer, 744 brace-

lets, handmade by students at 
Junction Avenue K-8 School, will 
be making their way to Russia 
where they will be distributed 
to orphans across the country. 
The project was the brainchild of 
Junction resource specialist Teresa 
McGowan.  

“I was looking for a Mother’s 
Day craft that students could 
make during our field day,” she 
explains. “While looking for ideas 
for simple crafts, I came across 
Craft Hope.”

Jade Sims, the founder of Craft 

The American Red Cross North-
ern California Blood Services Re-
gion has announced the latest addi-
tion to its Board of Directors – UC 
Berkeley student Zaneta Chen.

Chen is a senior majoring in 
molecular and cellular biology.  
She is the blood services coordina-
tor of the campus Red Cross club 
called ARC@CAL.  

“She has helped at more than 
fifteen campus blood drives during 
the last 2 years – publicizing the 
drives, registering blood donors, 
helping donors at the refreshment 
area following their donations and 
organizing volunteers for the blood 
drives. 

SmARTSunlimited donated $500.00 to the Horizon Program from the 
proceeds of "Alice in Wonderland." Pictured (from left) Lynn Gardner 
from the Horizon Program; Deborah McQueen, SmARTSunlimited, 
and Livermore Police Chief Steve Sweeney. 
 

Julianna Ersepke, age 7, is 
competing in the Junior Pre-
Teen National American Miss 
pageant on July 29 and 30. 
The event is being held at the 
Hyatt Regency in Santa Clara. 
Ersepke is the daughter of 
Brad and Jaqueline Ersepke of 
Livermore. Activities include 
cheerleading, dancing, biking, 
crafting, writing books, reading, 
singing and socializing with 
friends. She also enjoys reading 
The Independent Magazine to 
learn what's going on in her 
community. For information 
about the pageant, visit www.
namiss.com.

Hope, describes it as “a faith-
based, love inspired project de-
signed to share handmade crafts 
with those less fortunate.” On her 
website (http://crafthope.com), 
Sims sets up projects connecting 
crafters with charities in need of 
handmade items. Past projects 
include dolls for orphans in Nica-
ragua, sock monkeys for the Little 
Heroes Preschool Burn Camp, 
festive pillowcases for terminally 
ill children, and hand towels for 
marine mammal cleanup in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

For Craft Hope’s 12th project, 
Sims asked her online community 

to create handmade bracelets for 
orphans in Russia. “We are part-
nering with Orphan Outreach and 
sending them with a little love to 
take to Russia,” she explained on 
crafthope.com. “Bracelets are a 
huge hit with kids of all ages.”

At Junction’s field day, a reward 
for students with good grades, 
McGowan offered the bracelet-
making activity. “The idea was to 
make one for yourself and one for 
orphans in Russia,” she said. “It 
was a big hit.”

The Junction students made 
over 70 bracelets on field day, 
so McGowan set a goal for the 

school—to send 744 bracelets 
to Russia, one for every student 
at Junction. Over the next two 
weeks, students made bracelets 
before school, during lunch, and 
at home. 

She received support from other 
teachers at Junction and principal 
Jamal Fields. Staff, parents, and 
community members donated 
beads and other materials. A parent 
even arranged to ship the bracelets 
for free via FedEx. 

“The Orphan Bracelet Service 
Project was a huge success,” said 
Fields. “Students from all grade 
levels got together on their own 

time to make bracelets for the 
orphans and had a great time do-
ing it. This was an opportunity 
for students to give back to others 
less fortunate than themselves and 
at the same time make some new 
friends here at school.”

McGowan is now planning to 
start a crafting club that would 
work on a different project every 
month in the spirit of CraftHope. 
In Junction’s first year as a K-8 
school, Fields encouraged his staff 
to find activities and projects such 
as this one to bring together the 
study body. 

“This has been an amazing 
year of transitions and the build-
ing of new traditions. We joined 
together two separate school staffs, 
families, and students to form one 
combined K-8 school and this was 
not easy on anyone,” he said. “But 
in the end we created something 
that is better than the sum of its 
parts and the school we are today 
provides a much better educational 
experience than either school did 
on its own last year.”

The Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony Association is taking appli-
cations in the 39th annual Compe-
tition for Young Musicians.

The competition is open to 
instrumentalists and vocalists 
who reside or attend school in 
Livermore, Sunol, Pleasanton, 
Dublin, or San Ramon. Students 
are eligible through grade 12. If 
not enrolled in high school, the 
maximum age is 17. All instru-
ments will be considered.

The purpose is to select two 

Junction Students Send Handmade 
Bracelets to Russian Orphans

The announcement of the new 
Board Officers was also made June 
10.  Patricia Austin, M.D. will re-
turn for a third term as chairperson.  
Dr. Austin, an ophthalmologist in 
Walnut Creek, was instrumental 
in securing a donation from John 
Muir Health for a new blood col-
lection bus in 2009.

Thomas Petty of WSI Internet 
Consulting & Education in Liver-
more was elected vice chairperson.  
Petty has sponsored over 50 com-
munity blood drives in Livermore 
since 2002.  

Nearly 2,400 pints of blood 
were collected at those drives. 

Red Cross Board Members

young musicians who will perform 
as soloists with the symphony on 
Feb. 11, 2012. Each winner/soloist 
will be awarded $300.

The application deadline is 
Sun., Oct. 2. Completed applica-
tions must be accompanied by 
an $8 application fee and a CD 
or cassette tape for preliminary 
screening. 

Additional information may be 
obtained from www.livamsymph.
org or by contacting the competi-
tion chairperson at 447-1947.

Competition for Young 
Musicians Is Underway

The 2011 Children’s Fair, pre-
sented by the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District, is 
looking for kid-friendly vendors to 
participate in this special event.

Coming up this year on Sat-
urday, Sept. 17, and Sunday, 
Sept. 18, Children’s Fair is a free 
event with kid-friendly activities, 
crafts, performances and more. 
Some of the offerings available 
will be Livermore Police Depart-
ment K-9 demonstrations, car 
seat checks, make-it & and take-it 
crafts, inflatable jump houses and 
the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department safety trailer and fire 
truck. The event attracts 1,000 to 
2,000 people during the course of 
the two-day event.

Space is still available for 
vendor booths for the event, with 
several different categories avail-
able. Local organizations and busi-
nesses are invited to participate 

in this community event. Types 
of booths available are: Food 
(nonprofit agency): $180; Food 
(commercial): $225; Nonprofit 
agency (selling or providing an 
activity): $55; Commercial (sell-
ing child-oriented goods approved 
by LARPD): $150; Commercial 
(information/giveaway; no sales): 
$80; and Information/Make-It 
& Take-It crafts (no sales): $40 
refundable deposit (returned after 
the event if vendor participates 
both days)

The deadline for vendors is 
Thursday, June 30, unless spaces 
fill sooner. Booth spaces are 10x10 
feet, with shade. 

For more information, visit 
the Children’s Fair page at: http://
www.larpd.dst.ca.us/programs/
Childrens_Fair.html or contact 
Moe Kline at 925-373-5717 or 
mkline@larpd.dst.ca.us.

 

Vendors Sought for Children's Fair
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Barbara Heisser, Principal of 
Donlon Elementary School,  has 
announced her decision to retire at 
the end of this June.  

Barbara started her career in 
education as a third grade teacher 
at Donlon in 1972.  In addition to 
being Principal at both Donlon 
and Alisal elementary schools, she 
has contributed to the district in a 

Oregon State University held its 
142nd annual commencement on Satur-
day, June 11, with the largest graduating 
class in its history. More than 4,600 
students are in the class of 2011, which 
will hold its graduation ceremony at 
Reser Stadium beginning at 10:30 
a.m. Local students graduating from 
OSU in 2011 include: Dublin: Lindsey 
Holmes, Master of Arts Teaching, 
Teaching: Elementary Education. 
Pleasanton: Sarah E. Cooley, Bachelor 
of Science, Cum Laude, Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, Bachelor of 
Science, Cum Laude, Computer Sci-
ence; Matthew R. Jackson, Bachelor 
of Arts, History; Benjamin J. Kero, 
Bachelor of Science, Computer Sci-
ence; Rachelle R. Stewart, Bachelor 
of Science, Bioengineering.

Senator Loni Hancock honored 
the recipients of the Comcast Leaders 
and Achievers Scholarship. Comcast 
awards approximately190 California 
high school seniors. From this group, 
two students will receive the Founder’s 
Scholarship of $10,000 each, and the 
remaining recipients will be awarded 
$1,000. Comcast will be presenting 
each winner with a Certificate of 
Achievement, which will be given by 
Comcast’s Sr. Regional Vice Presi-
dent, Curt Henninger. Local students 
awarded were: Michelle Lee: Dublin, 
Steven Lesky: Livermore, and Kath-
ryn Rambo: Livermore.

Rachel Higuera of Livermore 
recently graduated from Liberty Uni-
versity, Lynchburg Virginia, with a 
BS degree. She also qualified for the 
Dean’s List. This honor is awarded to 
full-time students who have earned a 
3.5 GPA or greater during the term. 
She is the daughter of Mark and Terry 
Higuera of Livermore.

Coleen Ryan of Livermore, a 
Senior Nursing student at Creighton 

Don Meeker has been chosen 
as the Livermore Public Library’s 
Volunteer of the Year.  

Don has served the Library 
in various volunteer roles for a 
number of years.  He has worked 
as a Shelf Steward at the Civic 
Center Library, keeping the book 
shelves straightened and in order.  
During the school year, he serves 
as a volunteer in the Homework 
Hangout at the Rincon Branch, 
assisting students of all ages with 
their homework assignments.  Don 
has devoted numerous hours in 
working with the microfilm collec-
tion at Civic Center, assisting with 
a grant-funded digitization project.  
He also created searchable PDF 
files containing content from the 
“Bunshah Index” to issues of Tri-
Valley Newspapers, including a 
subject index covering 1899-1994 
and an obituary index for the years 
1874-2004.  These searchable files 
will be very useful to research-
ers for many years to come.  In 
addition to these projects, Don 
has even played the role of Santa 
Claus each December for special 
storytimes at Civic Center and 
the branches.  Don Meeker brings 
many talents to the Livermore 
Public Library.

Sue Spangler has been chosen 
as the Livermore READ Project’s 
Volunteer of the Year.  Sue joined 
the READ Project in July 2001.  
She has worked with 10 students 
since then, and has approached 
each tutoring situation with dedi-
cation and patience.  Sue has been 
very generous with her time and 
her talents.  In addition to tutor-
ing, she facilitated the conversa-
tion class for a time, and she has 
even designed helpful, detailed 
worksheets to share with the other 
tutors.  Sue creates lesson plans to 
meet any specific needs that her 
students might have and she is al-
ways flexible and accommodating.  
Sue is currently working with 3 
different students, all on Wednes-

University, was named to the Spring 
Dean's List for the 2010-2011 academic 
year. Full-time students who earn a 
3.5 grade-point average or better on 
a 4.0 scale are eligible for the Dean's 
Honor Roll.

Janice Correll Potts, Livermore is 
listed on the University of Wyoming 
2011 spring semester President's Honor 
Roll. The President's Honor Roll con-
sists of regularly enrolled undergradu-
ates who earned a 4.0 ("A") grade point 
average for the semester. To be eligible, 
students must have been enrolled for a 
minimum of 12 credit hours taken for 
letter grades.

 The following local residents 
received graduate degrees from Cali-
fornia Lutheran University: Jeffrey 
Froehlich of Livermore received a 
Master of Business Administration 
degree in finance. Madusudan Naidu 
of Pleasanton received a Master of Sci-
ence degree in computer science.

Leslie Grunewald of Livermore,  
was named to the dean's list at Quin-
nipiac University for the Spring 2011 
semester.

Tyler Rankin of Dublin was among 
548 students who made the Dean's 
Honor List at California Lutheran 
University for the fall semester. Rankin 
is majoring in computer information 
systems. Students qualify for the Dean's 
List by maintaining a 3.6 grade point 
average in their academic subjects.

Megan K. Grabowski, a resident 
of Livermore, has been named to the 
Spring 2011 Dean's List at Texas State 
University-San Marcos. To be named to 
the Dean's List at Texas State, a student 
must earn a minimum grade-point aver-
age of 3.50 while carrying a class load 
of at least 12 semester hours.

 

days.  She has been meeting with 
Alia since June 2003, Antonieta 
since April 2010, and Xue Han 
since November  2010. 

For further information about 

In the photos are (lower, left to right)  Gary Myer (Supervising 
Librarian), Don Meeker (Volunteer of the Year), Susan Gallinger 
(Director of Library Services), Tamera Lebeau (Assistant Library 
Director); (top photo)  Antonieta Soto (literacy student) and Sue 
Spangler (Literacy Volunteer of the Year).   

volunteer opportunities at the 
Livermore Public Library, visit 
http://www.livermorelibrary.net 
and under the “How Do I” tab, 
click “Volunteer."

Livermore Library 
Honors Volunteers

variety of roles during her career in 
education including teacher, vice 
principal, Coordinator of Special 
Projects, and an active member of 
the District's Equity Committee.

The District is beginning the 
process to hire a new principal for 
Donlon for the upcoming school 
year.

Teacher Retires
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board or email information to editmail@com-
puserve.com. Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Horsing Around, Saturday, July 9,  noon 
to 6:00 p.m. at the Trackside Terrace, race 
track grandstand, at the Alameda County Fair-
grounds, 4501 Pleasanton Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Fund-raiser hosted by the Foundation for Axis 
Community Health. Includes full schedule of 
horse races, a catered buffet lunch, a “Best Hat” 
contest, raffle prizes and silent auction, and a 
no-host bar. Fair staff will conduct a wagering 
orientation for those unfamiliar with placing 
bets. Tickets to the event are $50 per person 
and include admission to the Alameda County 
Fair and lunch. They may be purchased online 
at www.axishealth.org or by phone at (925) 
201-6017. All proceeds benefit Axis Com-
munity Health, provider of medical care and 
behavioral health services to the community. 
Open to the public. 

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., June 25, 30 miles, Dublin to 
Sunol-Palomares, meet 9:30 a.m. at Shan-
non Center, Alberto Lanzas, 510-825-9581. 
Sat., June 25, 7-10 miles through Jeremiah 
Morgan's Territory, 1200 feet of climbing, 
meet 10:30 a.m. at Morgan Territory staging 
area, Dane Carlson, 323-5865. Sun., June 26, 
60 miles through Santa Cruz Mountains, meet 
9:30 a.m. at Los Gatos Library, Heidi Fraser, 
451-1430. Wed., June 29, 36 miles Berkeley 
Aquatic Park to Emeryville Marina along Bay 
Trail to Pt. Richmond, meet 10 a.m. at the foot 
of University Ave., Bob Hislop, 890-6300. 
Anyone planning to go on a ride is asked to 
call the leader for details on where to meet 
and what to bring.

Pro-Amigos Golf Tournament, Sunol 
Valley Golf Course, June 24. Check-in 11 a.m. 
Public invited to participate. Proceeds will 
be used to provide humanitarian services to 
depressed communities in and around Puerto 
Penasco, Mexico. Primary support to women's 
clinic, an elderly center and home for kids 
with special needs. Scramble format, putting 
and long drive contests. $125. Dinner, silent 
and live auctions follow. $40 for dinner only. 
Information contact Antonio, 413-1890 or 
Cindi Newbold, 510-331-4704 or visit www.
proamigo.org.

Dress a Girl Around the World Sewing 
Circle, Sat., Aug. 27, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. St. 
Michael's Church in the Parish Hall, 300 
Maple St., Livermore. Help transform 100 
pillow cases into dresses for little girls in 
developing countries. For more information 
email Suzanne at suzanneslu@yahoo.com or 
visit http://stm-scm.blogspot.com/p/dress-girl-
around-world-sewing-project.html.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical Soci-
ety, meets 7:30 p.m. Tues., July 12. This will 
be a special program on genealogical research 
focused the Surprising Wilkes Family of Tas-
sajara presented by David Stephenson. Learn 
about one of the most interesting local early 
pioneering families, their son Joseph who was 
the only one from the Tri-Valley to join the 
Union Army, and the great contributions the 
family made to the area. Public is invited. Meet-
ing at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. For additional information 
contact: Richard Finn, program chairperson, 
email: program@L-AGS.org

MoveOn is launching a  "Rebuild the 
American Dream" campaign. Sun., July 17, 
3 p.m. Dublin Library. Join with thousands 
across the country in helping re-define the 
American Dream. Local input will be con-
sidered along with others to develop a new 
America narrative that will better focus on 
what is important. RSVP required: Karen Beck 
Herbiebeck@aol.com

Pleasantonians 4 Peace,  sponsoring a 
candlelight Vigil in front of the Museum on 
Main, 603 Main Street, downtown Pleasan-
ton, 7 p.m. Wed., July 13. Participants will 
reflect on the human and monetary costs of 
the war, honor veterans who have sacrificed, 
and visualize ways of moving beyond this 
conflict to a more peaceful world.   Peaceful 
War Protest on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month, July 27, between 5 - 6 at the corners 
of First and Neal Streets.  Please join us if 
you can. Questions?  Call Cathe Norman at 
(925) 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@
gmail.com; or kdowding@pacbell.net.  www.

Pleasantonians4Peace.org
San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 

invites new or long time residents to its 
monthly luncheon on July 21 at Forbes Mill 
Steak House, 200 Sycamore Valley Rd. West, 
Danville.   11:30 to 2 p.m. Cost is  $16.  The 
speaker is the owner of Jero'l Beauty Salon 
in Danville. Call Susan ,925-718-5214 for 
information & reservations.

Ace the Interview: Get the Job! work-
shop Sat., June 25, 2 p.m. This workshop will 
provide time for questions and will discuss 
five important things to consider including. 
Facilitator is Jane Malmgren, founder of 
Jane Malmgren Communications, a coaching 
organization that assists people to communicate 
effectively. This workshop is free and open to 
adults over 18 years old.  The program will be 
held in the large meeting room. 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton.

Hope Hospice Grief Journeys through 
Parent Loss, 8 session support and activity 
group. Wednesdays 7 to 8:30 p.m. August 
10-Sept. 28. Free to family members of former 
Hope Hospice patients Community member 
subsidized fee: $40 for all 8 weeks. (hardship 
scholarships available) Enrollment is limited, 
call early. (925) 829-8770. 6377 Clark Avenue, 
Suite 100 I Dublin.

Grief Journeys through Spousal-Part-
ner Loss, 8 session support and activity group. 
Thursdays, 7 to 8:30 p.m. Aug. 11-Sept. 29. Free 
to family members of former Hope Hospice 
patients Community member subsidized fee: 
$40 for all 8 weeks. (hardship scholarships 
available) Enrollment is limited, call early. 
(925) 829-8770. 6377 Clark Avenue, Suite 
100 I Dublin.

Livermore Library Board, meets Thurs., 
June 23, 7 p.m. at the Civic Center Library, 1188 
So. Livermore Ave. An agenda will be posted at 
the library 72 hours prior to the meeting.

Lawyers in the Library offers free legal 
information and referral. The program is co-
sponsored by the Alameda County Bar Associa-
tion. The lawyers visit Pleasanton Library on 
the third Tuesday of each month. This program 
is free and open to all. Each person will have a 
15 to 20 minute free consultation with a member 
of the Alameda County Bar Association. Ap-
pointments are by lottery. Register from 5:30 to 
5:45 p.m. Names will be selected at 5:50 p.m. 
You must be present when names are drawn. 
Appointments begin at 6:00 p.m. and end at 
8:00 p.m. For more information, call Merry 
Luskin, 931-3400, extension 7.

Aloha Golf Classic, Dinner and Auction, 
Danville Area Chamber of Commerce invites 
the public to participate in the event on Monday, 
July 25, 2011 at the historic Diablo Country 
Club. Check-in and Putting Contest begin at 
9:30 am, Scramble Shot-Gun start at 11 am, 
Hole in One, Longest Drive contests and box 
lunches are included. Silent and live auction, 
cocktail hour and dinner included in golf pack-
age and most sponsorships. Those who do not 
golf are invited to cocktails, appetizers and 
networking at 4:30 p.m. and dinner at 5:15. 
Register on-line at www.danvilleareachamber.
com or call The Chamber at 925-837-4400.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Champagne brunch in San Ramon, June 
26, 11:45 a.m. RSVP by June 23 to Marsha, 
830-8483. Birthday lunch on San Ramon, 
June 30, 1 p.m. RSVP by June 27 to Marsha 
830-8483. 

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All 
Military" is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004 and is dedicated to the continued sup-

port of our deployed troops. Preparation of 
comfort packages takes place every other week 
- all year long. If you or anyone you might 
know has loved ones deployed we would be 
honored to assist by providing morale support. 
All information provided is confidential and 
is not shared for security purposes. To submit 
a name and address, inquire about donations 
or helping, please visit www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events. 

Free counseling on job search skills 
and resume writing is now available at the 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave. 
Sign up at the Reference Desk for a 20 minute 
consultation. Receive help with resume writing, 
find employment web sites, learn how to search 
for a job on the web, and get help with on-line 
applications. The Pleasanton Library has ex-
tensive support material available to assist job 
seekers. For appointments call the Reference 
Desk at 925/931-3400. Library programs are 
free and open to everyone.

Ravenswood Peddlers Faire, Sunday, 
October 9, 2011, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Free admis-
sion for guests and $25 fee for sellers table and 
2 chairs. Contact Sandy Silva at silva4398@
comcast.net. 

Diabetes Class, free 6 week series will 
teach participants how to manage Type 2 diabe-
tes or Pre Diabetes, eat the foods you love, how 
and why to check blood sugar, medications, 
exercise and more. New series in Hayward, 
Dublin and Pleasanton, evening classes avail-
able. Please call the Alameda County Public 
Health Diabetes Program at 510-383-5185 for 
more information and to register. 

WIC (women, infants, children), feder-
ally funded health and nutrition program that 
helps families by providing checks to purchase 
healthy supplemental foods from WIC-au-
thorized vendors. Also provided is nutrition 
education, help finding health care and other 
community services. Participants must beet 
income guidelines and be pregnant women, 
new mothers, infants or children under age 5. 
Open weekdays 8:30 to 5 p.m. WIC is an equal 
opportunity provider. Axis Community Health 
WIC Program, 1991 Santa Rita Rd., Suite H, 
Pleasanton, CA. 462-2365.

Navy, Marine Corp. & Coast Guard 
veterans. Meet with other like minded veterans 
for camaraderie and more. There are no laws 
to protect your benefits so it is time to get in-
volved. The local branch of the FRA, a veteran’s 
service organization, meets the first Friday of 
each month at 1900 at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 522 South L St., Livermore. For more 
information go to www.fra.org or contact Roy 
Warner at 925-449-6048. 

Livermore Military Families, a support 
group for families in Livermore who have a 
loved one serving in the Military, is intended 
to be a safe place for family members to come 
and share their experiences and concerns with 
others who understand what they are going 
through. All family members are welcome to 
attend meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thurs-
day of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more information 
please call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or 
email livermoremilitaryfamilies@yahoo.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 

and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at 
(925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

 VFW Post 7265, Livermore, meets 1st 
and 3rd Mondays at 2000 hours, 522 South L 
St., Livermore. All those eligible to join are 
invited to attend. Information, contact Vice 
Commander Virgil Stanger at 455-5039 or go 
to www.vfwwebcom.org/ca/post7265.

Pleasanton VIP Travel, Visit Empire Mine 
& Nevada City trip, Fri.., July 15, includes 
guided tour of Empire Mine State Historic 
Park, an authentic miner's lunch, and a visit to 
Nevada City. Depart for Nevada City at 7:15 
a.m., return to Pleasanton at 6:30 p.m. Fee $65 
members, $69 nonmembers, includes tour, 
lunch and motorcoach transportation. Signup 
at travel desk, Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton. Information, 931-5370.

Kiwanis Club of Pleasanton, meets 
Fridays at noon at Vic's All Star Kitchen, 201 
Main St., Pleasanton. This is a Tri-Valley Club 
with members from Dublin and Livermore, as 
well as Pleasanton. The motto is "To serve the 
children of the world." All are welcome.

Vendors sought, Livermore Lions annual 
Christmas Boutique will be held on Nov. 5, 
2011 at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
St., Livermore. We are looking for quality 
hand craft vendors to participate. Items must 
be hand crafted or hand embellished. Table 
rentals this year are $55 for single and $80 for 
double. jbeason@comcast.net

Depression and Bipolar Support Alli-
ance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets Wednesdays 
7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's Episcopal Church, 
3350 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (not affiliated 
with the church. Information at www.dbsal-
liance.org/pleasanton or contact chapter leader, 
Al Pereira, 462-6415.

Disability Action Network (DAN) meet-
ing, second Thursday of each month at 2:00 
p.m., Livermore CRIL office, 3311 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. The Disability Action Network is 
a group of people with all kinds of disabilities 
who are working together to make changes in 
the community. The group works on health care, 
housing, access, attendant programs, transpor-
tation, and other issues affecting people with 
disabilities. For more information, please call 
Jessica Lehman at (510) 881-5743 x5937.

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Livermore Char-
ter, Christensen, Arroyo Seco, East Avenue, 
Livermore High and Granada High schools, 
Pleasanton Seahawks and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in the Valley. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

RELIGION
Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 

Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747. 

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations 
(csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith Seid, 
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or East-
BaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-
moreCommunity Bible Study Class, book of 

Luke will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church. CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all women, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30 a.m. beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, ser-
vices on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ All 
are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave., Liver-
more. Bible studies for all ages, including 21 
classes for adults every Sunday morning at 
9:45. Worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. as well as 
6 p.m. There is also a Hot Topics Bible Study 
on Wednesday at 6:45 p.m. while children are 
in Children's choir and youth are in worship 
and other activities. 447-1848, www.trinity-
livermore.org.

 New Youth Programs now available dur-
ing Sunday service, 10 a.m., at Tri-Valley Unity 
Church, 2260 Camino Ramon, San Ramon. 
Children's program up to grade 5 , plus the 
dynamic new once monthly teen program for 
grades 6 through 12th. All are welcome. Rev. 
Harriet Hawkins, minister. www.trivalleyunity.
com (925) 829-2733.

Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith and 
Life Connect, Bible school at Trinity Baptist 
Church in Livermore, open to children who 
will complete grades 1st through 6th grade 
by June 2011. Monday, July 11 to Friday, 
July, 15, 9 am to 1:30 p.m. each day. The week 
will culminate with our annual VBS Family 
Program on Friday night at 7 p.m., where the 
kids will share, through drama and music, the 
lessons they learned during their week long 
adventure in the Big Apple. Go to www.trini-
tylivermore.org/index.cfm/PageID/229/index.
html to register children on-line or download a 
registration form. Please complete a separate 
registration for each child. Pre-registering helps 
avoid delays on the first day of VBS. While 
there is no fee for VBS, we ask that each child 
bring a sack lunch each day. Please no lunch 
boxes or backpack.

Stepping Stones on Your Grief Journey, 
workshop held bi-monthly at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. June 
23 through August 25. No preregistration is 
necessary. Sessions are open to all, regardless of 
religious affiliation. Please call Mary Hagerty 
at 846-5377 for more information.

The Moral Implications of Climate 
Change, Thurs., July 14, 7 to 9 p.m. St. Michael 
Church large hall, 350 Maple St., Livermore. 
Guest speakers are Anthony Strawa, NASA 
and chair of the Diocese of San Jose Climate 
Change Initiative, and Curt Covey, Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory. They will 
speak on global climate change and its impact 
on the poor and God's creation. Admission is 
free. Goodwill donation of $5 is suggested. 
Information http://stm.scm.blogspot.com.

 


