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Rides for pint-sized fairgoers are just one of the attractions that make the Alameda County
Fair fun for families.
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An early morning house fire
on Monday  on Aster Lane in
the Springtown area brought
a quick response from
firefighters.
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The annul Sommerfest was
held last Saturday in
Livermore. The festive
occasion included dancing,
food, and fun for all ages.
Proceeds benefit art
programs in the schools. This
was the first year it was held
in downtown Livermore.
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The Pleasanton Library’s children’s area is all decked out as a pirate ship as part of the summer
reading game. Hillary Kojongien relaxes with a book. For more about the program, see the story
on page 9.

By Patricia Koning
The Alameda County Fair is

the perfect place to spend a day
with the family. The old standards,
such as barnyard tours and Alas-
kan pig races, along with some
new exhibits like the Gascar
Races, Barn Tours Agademics, and
Tongues, Tales, and Scales mean
that you might have to make that
day at the Fair into two days or
more.

The perennial fair favorite
Alaskan Pig Races are in full
force, with three or four shows
every day. A new twist on this con-
cept is the Great American Speed-
way Crazy Animal, or Gascar,
Races. A variety of barnyard ani-
mals, including ducks, roosters,
pigs, sheep, and goats run,
waddle, and wander around the

Fun for Families Abounds at the
Alameda County Fair in Pleasanton

track. While the fowl tend to get
distracted from the task at hand,
the sheep and goats are usually
the first to the finish. One thing
is for sure—every race is unpre-
dictable.

Under the big circus tent in
the Kids Park, Barn Tours
Agademics offers a cool place
to sit and learn some new things
about familiar farmyard animals.
Did you know that sheep’s wool
is used to clean up ocean spills
because it can absorb 10 times
its weight? Or that the hair from
a cow’s ears is used to make
paint brushes? Or pigs, while
very small at birth, weigh around
600 pounds by their first birth-
day? Barn Tours Agademics of-
fers entertainment and the op-
portunity to pick up some farm-

yard trivia.
To view and even pet some

exotic wildlife, there is the
Tongues, Tails, and Scales ex-
hibit, operated by Pacific Animal
Productions. On display was an
African emperor scorpion, which
those who dared could touch.
Another touchable insect was the
pink-footed millipede—at over
a foot long and the width of your
thumb, these wrigglers had
plenty of legs if not a million.
There are also turtles, snakes, gi-
ant hissing cockroaches, and a
tarantula.

The unquestionable star of
the exhibit was an Argentine red
tegu, one of the biggest creatures
in the lizard word. When one of
the trainers let the friendly lizard

(See FAIR, page 7)

By Patricia Koning
A few weeks ago Livermore

resident Victoria Schellenberger
was driving on the San Mateo
Bridge when she got a call from
her sister, Eleanor Leyden, say-
ing that she was at the San Fran-
cisco airport. “I started crying,”
says Victoria. “Because I knew
she was finally safe.”

That’s because Eleanor has
been living and working in
Yangon, Burma (also known as
Myanmar) for the last six years,
teaching French and Spanish at
the International School, which
caters to children of foreign dip-
lomats. She was preparing to
leave Burma when a devastating
cyclone hit the country in early
May.

“I was afraid she wouldn’t be

American Teacher
A Witness to
History in Burma

(See BURMA, page 12)

PET OF THE WEEK
Angelina is an 8 year old spunky girl who is pretty set
in her ways.  She would prefer to be an only pet and
she is awfully independent.  She is looking for
someone who understands the quirky nature of the
finicky feline, and will give her a quiet space to just be
herself.  To visit Angelina in Kitty City, come to Valley
Humane Society, 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton.
Visit the web site www.valleyhumane.org or call
925.426.8656 for more details.

The Tri-Valley’s only adult
day care center, the Friendship
Center, shut its doors last week
for good after battling for years
to keep the center open for the
area’s frail adults.

“This is a sad day for us all,”
commented Dennis Gambs,
board member of the Tri-Valley
Adult Day Care Program, adding
“but when a door closes, a win-
dow opens. I believe that the
people who live here will not let
our seniors down in their mo-
ment of need.”

The Friendship Center served
area seniors for over 15 years, and
at its peak had served approxi-
mately sixty-five clients each
week and placed others on a wait-
ing list. Adult Day Care pro-
grams meet vital needs for frail
adults and provide much needed
respite to family members and
caregivers, who benefit equally
from the program. It is estimated
that for every client attending a
program, another two or three
also benefit.

“People need to be aware that
without adult day care, frail
adults will be placed prema-
turely in nursing homes, family
members will reduce their work
hours or quit entirely to provide

Friendship Center
Closes; Efforts to
Find New Location

(See CARE, page 4)

The Pleasanton City Council
meeting scheduled for Tuesday,
July 1, 2008, has been reset for
Thursday, June 26, 2008 at 6:30
p.m.

At its June 17 regular meet-
ing, the council was to have con-
sidered a report on the Analysis
of the Impacts and Effects of the
Save Pleasanton’s Hills and Hous-
ing Cap Initiative.  There was a
request to continue the item. The
council initially decided to con-
tinue the meeting on this issue to
July 1.  As the date did not ac-
commodate all councilmembers’

Given the tone of last week’s
Pleasanton City Council discus-
sion regarding the hillside ini-
tiative, residents can expect a
very contentious election sea-
son.

Councilmember Matt
Sullivan offered the observation
during the discussion that the
initiative was not on the ballot
yet and the politics had already
started.

The council was faced with
either adopting the Save Pleas-
anton Hills and Housing Cap
Initiative or placing it on the
November ballot. The vote was
5 to 0 to place it on the ballot.

In addition to the initiative,
the mayor’s seat and those of
councilmembers Cindy
McGovern and Matt Sullivan
will be contested in November.

In introducting the agenda
item concerning the initiative,
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman
stated, “In my opinion it is
poorly written. It is truly gover-
nance at its worst. For people to
put  together legal language
without legal advice, then foist

Led by David Mertes, Liver-
more Noon Rotary has raised
funds to equip a children’s hospi-
tal in Pecs, Hungary, the club’s
third such project.

Mertes and his fellow
Rotarians had earlier equipped an
intensive care unit in a children’s
hospital in Budapest, Hungary.
That was in 2005. The word about
the project got around, leading to
a request to do the same in Cluj,
Romania. The Rotarians got to
work, and installed the equip-
ment in Cluj last November, which
brought still another request, this
time from medical people in Pecs.

Rotarians Equip Another Intensive Care Unit
According to Mertes, the

fund-raising has been success-
ful and the equipment will be
shipped to Pecs in August and
installed in late October.

The dedication ceremony is
scheduled for November 6. It
will be a big event. The U.S.
ambassador to Hungary will be
there along with many other
dignataries. Mertes plans to at-
tend. “I’m hoping we’ll have a
delegation from Livermore go-
ing to the dedication,” he said.

Local Rotarians raised
$30,000 and Rotary Interna-
tional matched that with a

$30,000 donation. Five Rotary
clubs participated in the fund-
raising: Livermore Noon Rotary
and groups in Oklahoma City,
Budapest, Cluj and Pecs.

The money goes toward ship-
ping, installation of the equip-
ment, and rewiring it to make it
compatible with the hospital.
The equipment — high-tech car-
diac monitors and incubators, etc.
— is being donated by Assist In-
ternational, a Scotts Valley foun-
dation that obtains equipment
donations worldwide. Mertes’
group has partnered with them
previously.

In addition to this partnership,
the Livermore group has hooked
up with the owners of the
Baughman’s Western Outfitters,
Rory and Nancy Janes. The Janes
have started an animal rescue
center in Romania and will be
shipping equipment there. Ro-
tary will handle the transport as
part of their shipment to the
children’s hospital in Pecs.

“Since we’re going that way,
we can take their stuff along and
help them save on some of their
costs,” Mertes observed.

The Rotary project shows no
sign of slowing down. Coming

up after Pecs is a project involv-
ing the nation of Kosovo. Mertes
reports it will involve a training
component, in addition to dona-
tions of medical equipment. “We
expect it will be going on for a
couple of years,” said Mertes.

The Rotary project has even
drawn attention from Cuba,
where a hospital recently made
inquiry. However, U.S. sanctions
against Cuba would make such a
project very difficult to imple-
ment. “We haven’t given up on
the idea, though. We’re working
on it,” Mertes said.

schedules, city staff worked with
the council to find a mutually
acceptable, alternate date that
would allow timely treatment of
the issue.

The meeting will be held in
the City Council Chamber at 200
Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton.
A copy of the staff report on this
item may be viewed on the City
of Pleasanton’s web site at http:/
/www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/gov-
ernment/meetings/cc-special-
meeting.ht ml or at the City
Clerk’s office at 123 Main Street,
Pleasanton.

New Date for Council Discussion

it on the government and people
of Pleasanton to implement is
not the right way to move for-
ward in safeguarding our hills.”

Hosterman further stated, “I
have absolutely no intention of
asking the council to adopt this
poorly written initiative.”

She added that she would
commit to asking staff to move
forward to prepare the “right kind
of language that can be legally
implemented in a way that makes
sense.”

Sullivan disagreed with her.
He said, “The fact is proponents
got the signatures, the measure
deserves to be on the ballot. All
the editorial stuff being thrown
in is counter-productive. It’s an
attack on our citizens’ right to
referend or launch initiatives.”

Councilmember Cindy
McGovern added, “I have con-
cerns about how this is being dis-
cussed. The initiative does not
remove any environmental pro-
tections or overlays that are in
the general plan. Yet, it is said
over and over again that it does.

On Monday,  Livermore City
Councilmembers  all agreed to
study a third site as a possible lo-
cation for a regional theater.

Acting Mayor John Marchand
suggested the old Lucky shop-
ping center for the theater.

At one time, a mixed use de-
velopment called Livermore Vil-
lage had been slated for the site.
However, the developer was un-
able to obtain financing. The city
purchased the land back from the
developer two weeks ago.

Marchand commented, “The
council has heard from several
members of the public who ex-
pressed concern regarding the
loss of the Mill Square Park next
to Peet’s Coffee. The City has al-
ready committed to looking at the
Mill Square Park site and the Har-
vest Farms site for the regional
theater. It occurred to me that
while the Livermore Village site
had been off the table, now that
the property has dropped back
into the lap of the City, it seems
reasonable to consider this site as
well as the other two.”

The city has begun an envi-
ronmental review of the Mill
Square Park and Harvest farms

sites as potential places to build
the regional theater. Staff indi-
cated there would be little addi-
tional cost to add the third site.
Marc Roberts, Director of Com-
munity Development, said it
would cause some minor delay
in completing the study.

The corner of South Liver-
more and First St. is designated
as the regional theater location
in the city’s Downtown Specific
Plan. The Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center (LVPAC),
the nonprofit proposing to build
the theater, has been working
under the assumption it would
use that location.

Asked for a response to the
council’s proposal, Phil Wente,
LVPAC Board Chairman stated,
“I’m concerned about the pos-
sible loss of the Mill Square Park
site. The City Council selected
this location for the regional the-
ater in 2002 and later incorpo-
rated it in the Downtown Spe-
cific Plan. At that time, the City
studied as many as seven options
before selecting the Mill Square
Park. The theater has now been
designed for it. I believe the the-

Old Lucky Site Eyed
For Regional Theater

(See THEATER, page 4)

Hillside Initiative
Proves to Be Divisive

(See INITIATIVE, page 4)
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Caitlin Walsh shows off one of the items she brought back
from Africa.

By Ron McNicoll
When Caitlin Walsh returned

from Africa earlier this month, she
said it fulfilled one of her major
dreams — literally.

Walsh is 20 now. When she
was 10, she visited Britain with
her family. She had the most re-
markable dream one night at their
hotel. “I dreamed that all these
African kids were pulling down
the comforter (on the bed), and
there was blood. When I got up, I
heard the news about the
Rwandan genocide,” said Walsh.

Walsh followed the news
about the genocide. She was
aware even then that people in
Africa needed her help. The
dream had set her on a course for
her calling. After Walsh gradu-
ated from Amador Valley High
School two years ago, she en-
rolled at Cal State Fullerton, with
a major in cultural anthropology.
Her specialty is sub-saharan Af-
rica.

Several of her professors have
lived in Africa. She says their
first-hand experience has been a
rich contributor toward her
planned future in becoming in-
volved with Africa. However, the
best way to acquire knowledge
is to see for yourself. Walsh did
that by joining Heart For Africa,
and becoming part of their group
of 100 or so, who visited
Swaziland earlier this month.
They spent 10 days improving
facilities at a children’s center.

“(In Swaziland), they don’t
like the word ‘orphanage.’ That
means ‘abandoned’ to them. So
they call it a children’s center,”

Helping Africans Is Dream Come True for Pleasanton Woman
Walsh explained. The center has
38 children between the ages of
2 and 16. Many of them have
AIDS. Swaziland has the highest
AIDS rate in the world, with
nearly one out of two people in-
fected. “People in the 20 to 45
age range are mostly dead or dy-
ing. Their children are the only
ones left,” said Walsh.

The infection rate is not as
high among the children, though
some are born with the HIV vi-
rus. “Maybe five or 10 had HIV.
I’m not sure how they got it.
Some things there you don’t talk
about,” said Walsh.

The Heart For Africa delega-
tion stayed at a hotel, and were
bused to the New Hope Center at
8 a.m. for some hard work. Some
of the visitors painted the
center’s primary school, which
serves other children, too, from
the small village there. Other
volunteers put together a library.
Someone painted a mural. Oth-
ers planted a garden for people
in the village who  had HIV, and
were not strong enough to plant
it themselves. The villagers did
their part by doing some culti-
vation before the planters’ visit
came.

New Hope Center’s kitchen
was done over, complete with a
new stove and refrigerator, which
were purchased by funds donated
by an eighth-grade girl from
Georgia. She didn’t come from a
rich family. She saved up her
money for two years, all the
Christmas and birthday presents,
and got nothing for herself, ex-
cept the satisfaction of knowing

One project added to the
Pleasanton capital improvement
budget last week by the city
council drew applause from the
audience at the meeting.

The council approved the ex-
penditure of $150,000 to con-
duct design work for a railroad
quiet zone. The money will in-
clude design, cost and potential
funding sources.

Residents who live near the
tracks have been attending coun-
cil meetings requesting the quiet
zone.

One of the leaders of the ef-
fort, Manny Singh, lives on the
Bernal property. He described
train noise as ranging from un-
bearable to just plain loud.
“Trains are good. The noise is
bad,” he declared. Singh said that
he and others had gone to 185
homes. The total number of
people impacted is 756.

At issue is the blowing of train
whistles. Singh pointed out that
each ACE train that goes through
town blows its whistle 24 times.

that she was going to be able to
help children at the center.

“The people I worked with
were all pretty amazing. I made
a few good friends. I’ll probably
keep them the rest of my life.
They are all kind-hearted people,

from Atlanta, Portland, San Fran-
cisco, New York, and Canada.
Everyone on the trip was heart-
felt and sincere,” said Walsh.

Walsh continues with her own
project, which is to collect blan-
kets for people in Swaziland. It’s

currently winter there in the na-
tion next to South Africa. While
the winters are not severe, it is
chilly at night. Blankets are
needed. She plans to take the
blankets to Swaziland in a month
or so, and bring supplies to other
children’s centers there.

There are plans to take a sab-
batical from studies at Cal State,
and visit Kenya to help Heart For
Africa work with street kids.
There are 500,000 in Nairobi, out
of a total population of 2.5 mil-
lion. Walsh stated, “They live on
the street, sniffing airplane glue
and gasoline, and taking meth or
heroin. They get by day to day.
Their life experience is not
good.” Walsh undertook some
peer drug counseling at Amador
Valley High School, and wants
to work with children who are
coming off the streets and into
recovery in Nairobi.

In the long run, Walsh would
like to work with the United Na-
tions, which is operating in
Kenya to deal with the problems
faced by refugees from Darfur.

Walsh began her African jour-
neys at an annual picnic at the
county fairgrounds sponsored by
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, who
raises some money for charities.
At the picnic, she met Tim Hunt,
who has been a longtime friend
of her father, Scott Walsh. Scott
is a Valley firefighter recovering
from injuries, and was grand mar-
shal in last year’s Scottish Games
in Livermore.

Caitlin decided that a visit
with Heart for Africa was perfect
for her needs. “I’m a firm believer
in ‘follow your instincts.’ You
should check it out, if you be-
lieve you should do something.
For the past 10 years, I had
wanted to go to Africa.”

Right now there are eight runs of
the ACE train during the day,
plus 8 to 10 freight trains day and
night. Singh said that ACE is
looking to expand to over 27 runs
per day. With the increase in fuel
prices, it is projected that more
freight will be shipped by trains
with the resulting increase in
freight train traffic through Pleas-
anton.

Resident Dennis Thompson
brought up another issue, that of
safety. He said with the projected
increase in train traffic, there is
the potential for a fatal accident
as motorists and pedestrians try
to “beat the train.”

What is entailed in creating a
quiet zone is the construction of
a four gate system at each cross-
ing. Currently each crossing has
two gates. The four-gates pre-
vents motorists from driving
around the barriers and pedestri-
ans from walking around them.
With the extra protection in
place, trains are not required to
blow their whistles as they ap-
proach each crossing.

Pleasanton OKs Funds
For RR Quiet Zone Study
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File to Receive Stimulus Check
Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) has

offered a reminder that in order for those eli-
gible to receive an economic stimulus check
this year, they must file a 2007 tax return by
October 15, 2008.  That includes seniors and
disabled veterans who would not normally file
a yearly tax return.

According to testimony yesterday heard by
the Ways and Means Subcommittees on Over-
sight and Social Security, over six million So-
cial Security and Veterans Administration ben-
eficiaries who may be eligible for a stimulus
payment have not yet applied.

Any constituents with questions are encour-
aged to call either Rep. McNerney’s Stockton
office at 209-476-8552 or Pleasanton office at
925-737-0727.

Police Officers Promoted
Pleasanton Police Chief Michael Fraser an-

nounced the promotions of two veteran police
officers to the rank of Sergeant. The promotions
of Mark Reimer and Robert Leong were effec-
tive June 21.

The promotions coincide with the recent re-
tirements of two long time Pleasanton Police

supervisors, Sergeant Suzanne Soberances and
Sergeant Kristen Phelps.

Officer Reimer was hired by Pleasanton in
1997. He began his law enforcement career with
the Stockton Police Department as a police dis-
patcher. In 1996, he put himself through the San
Joaquin Delta College Police Academy from
which he graduated number one in his class. He
holds a bachelors degree in business adminis-
tration from California Polytechnic University,
San Luis Obispo. He has worked in patrol, per-
sonal and training, the Alameda County Sexual
Assault Felony Enforcement Taskforce, and in-
vestigations during his eleven year career in
Pleasanton. He had his wife, Wendy live in Pleas-
anton with their two children.

A 25-year law enforcement veteran, Officer
Leong was hired by Pleasanton in 1989, follow-
ing a six year stint with the BART Police De-
partment. He obtained his bachelor of public
administration from the University of San Fran-
cisco in 1999 while working full time as a po-
lice officer. Leong has worked in patrol, field
training, traffic, and investigations. While in
Pleasanton he has been actively involved in the
Pleasanton Police Officers Association Board of
Directors. Officer Leong lives in San Ramon with
his wife Patricia and their four children.

The Alameda County Board
of Supervisors last week ap-
proved a balanced $2.4 billion
County Budget for fiscal year
2008-2009. It maintains essen-
tial services at a time of declin-
ing revenue, marked by a slow-
ing economy and diminishing
support from the State and fed-
eral governments for local pro-
grams.

The budget supports a work-
force of 9,296 full-time equiva-
lent (FTE) positions and closes a
$73.6 million funding gap
through a combination of perma-
nent ongoing program reduc-
tions, revenue increases, and
one-time strategies.

In deliberations that resulted
in the approval, the Board placed
proposed changes to the
County’s General Assistance
(GA) program on hold for up to
four months to allow a new Ad-

Hoc Working Group to review
how a redesigned GA program
could best serve clients by
transitioning them to other ben-
efits programs or helping them
gain employment.  The proposed
changes include creating a 6-
month time limit for cash and in-
kind benefits to GA recipients to
control soaring costs that have
made Alameda County’s GA pro-
gram the costliest in the Bay
Area.  More than half of the sav-
ings realized through the time
limits would be reinvested to
help GA recipients through bol-
stered employment services and
increased advocacy to enroll
them in federally funded benefits
programs, such as Supplemental
Security Income (SSI).

The budget calls for the use
of $10.3 million in ongoing strat-
egies and $63.3 million in one-
time strategies including $53.7

million of Fiscal Management
Reward Program savings.  These
savings have been generated
through the ongoing efforts of
department heads to operate their
programs efficiently and effec-
tively within budget in an effort
to avoid further program and
staffing reductions.

County Administrator Susan
S. Muranishi said Alameda
County is feeling the pinch of a
stagnant state economy caused
mostly by a weak housing mar-
ket.  She noted that this is the
16th consecutive year Alameda
County has had to grapple with
an annual funding gap, with
funding gaps especially large
over the past seven years.  Fur-
thermore, Alameda County’s bal-
anced-budget status may only be
temporary, Muranishi said, as
proposed cuts in the State of
California’s Budget could mean

a loss of more than $40 million
of additional revenue to the
County.   Muranishi said that
once the State Budget is ap-
proved, any resulting shortfalls
for the County will need to be
addressed immediately.

Scott Haggerty, President of
the Alameda County Board of
Supervisors, said, “I am glad to
see we have been able to balance
our budget while maintaining
the valuable programs Alameda
County provides to its residents,
but I continue to be frustrated by
the way the State balances its
budget on the backs of local gov-
ernment.’’

 Muranishi added, “The com-
ing year is going to be difficult.
However, we should take pride
in the fact that we have a budget
that includes more than $2 bil-
lion to provide services to the
people who depend on us to pro-
tect their health and safety.’’

County Budget Retains Essential Services

Planning will move forward
with a proposal for a mixed use
development on the Groth Bros.
site in downtown Livermore.

On Monday, the city council
approved a request by Barry
Swenson Builder to allow four
story buildings. The buildings
could be up to 55 feet tall. No
more than 60 percent of the de-
velopment could be four stories.

The Downtown Specific Plan
allows for consideration of an
increase in the heigth of build-
ings on a case-by-case basis.

Approval of the change in
height limits does not constitute
an approval for development.
The final plan would have to go
through the complete review
process and could be rejected.
Marc Roberts, Director of Com-
munity Development, ex-
plained, “Allowing the change
would provide an opportunity.
It would not guarantee that the
plan would be approved.”

The location is considered a
catalyst site for the downtown. A
mixed use development is envi-
sioned.

Jeff Current, vice president
and architect at Barry Swenson,
said the plan that is being con-
sidered would have up to 25,000
square feet of retail/commercial
and from 220 to 250 residential
units. Adding a fourth floor
would allow for more open space
within the project, while making
it possible to build at the 55 unit
per acre zoning designation.

The commercial would be on
the ground floor along  L Street
and First Street. There would be
live/work units along a passeo
within the site. There would be a
large public plaza between the
two retail buildings on First
Street.

Dale Kaye, CEO of the Liver-
more Chamber of Commerce,
spoke in favor of allowing four
story buildings. “This develop-
ment would certainly be good for
business. I’d like to see the coun-
cil move forward. The open space
will provide the ability to put on
events,” she stated.

Bob Baltzer said a presenta-
tion in January and the apparent

mass, “scared the tar out of me.”
He said that his view had
changed a little after seeing
Monday’s presentation.

At the January meeting,
Councilmembers had expressed
concern about the massing of the
buildings.

Councilmember Jeff Williams
said Monday he was pleased to
see the details in the presenta-
tion. “It goes a long way toward
showing that the project can be
integrated into the downtown.
There are enough unique fea-
tures that it should enhance the
area and not look like a big blob.”

John Marchand and Doug
Horner offered similar comments.

Marchand added, “There is
still a lot of work to be done.” He
said he was happy to see that the
buildings along Railroad Avenue
would actually be lower in height
than the nearby Station Square
development.

Williams suggested that the
drawings of the proposed devel-
opment be placed on the city’s
website. He felt that could help
residents understand better what
the area might look like. “A pic-
ture is worth a thousand words,”
he declared.

Council Swaps Height for More Open
Space in Groth Bros. Site Proposal
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Recycling Torch Bearer
Livermore’s Jackson Avenue Elementary School is

the winner of Wal-Mart’s Kids Recycling Challenge,
topping schools from five Northern California coun-
ties.

This continues a tradition of winning. Jackson fin-
ished second in the Recycling Challenge last year and
was first in 2005.

In this year’s contest the school collected 40,440 gal-
lons of plastic bags, filling 674 sixty-gallon bags. The
plastic bags will be diverted from landfills and recycled
into a myriad of new products. Jackson collected nearly
twice as many bags as the runnerup, North Oakland
Community Charter.

They earned $3600 for the bags plus $3000 as the
first place prize.

The effort was led by three parents, Kim Smith as-
sisted by Kara Simpson and Anne Collins. Smith gave
up her garage for the collection.

“This is great for our school,” commented Principal
Tammy Rankin. “It sets a good example for our kids to
see how recycling can really benefit them. It’s also a
great way for our school to raise money, because it’s
something everyone can participate in.”

Ever since Livermore first took up recycling some
40 years ago, the town has been a fervent participant in
the cause. While Jackson School has become one of
recycling’s main torch bearers, the entire community
can share in the glory.

Key Downtown Land Purchase
The Pleasanton City Council has approved the ac-

quisition of the former Southern Pacific corridor, a par-
cel deemed vital to the proposed Firehouse Arts Center.
The corridor will be used for parking.

It consists of approximtely 10 acres between Bernal
Avenue and Stanley Boulevard. Total price is $7.5 mil-
lion. The city is acquiring the land from the county,
which purchased the corridor from SP in 1988. Years of
negotiations went into the acquisition.

As far as timing goes, the acquisition comes right
when it’s needed. The Firehouse Art Center’s
groundbreaking is slated for July 17. It can take place
with everyone knowing the city is on top of the parking
— a good way to launch the exciting arts project.

care, and caregivers, without this
respite, can become over-
whelmed, depressed and develop
health problems of their own.
This vicious cycle can be stopped
simply by providing adult day
care,” said Gambs.

The Tri-Valley senior popu-
lation is the fastest growing age
group in the region, and the need
for such a program will only
grow. With this in mind, a group
of volunteers has formed a Tri-
Valley Task Force to determine
how the cities can continue to
serve its senior population. Its

CARE
(continued from page one)

I find that truly, truly trouble-
some.”

McGovern also noted that
Hosterman has no information
that experts were not consulted
in the writing of the initiative.
She said if the council had not
approved 51 homes in Oak Grove
in the eastside hills and allowed
another property owner to lop off
40 feet of hillside to build a
14,000 square foot home, the ini-
tiative would likely not have
gone forward.

On a more conciliatory note,
Jerry Thorne pointed out that the
goal of the council has been to
protect the hillsides with a com-
prehensive hillside ordinance. He
believes those who signed the
initiative have the same goal. “We
just differ on how we get there.”

Cheryl Cook-Kallio stated, “I
have profound problems with the
language. People who will be
impacted had no input. I don’t
think all of the stakeholders were
consulted. I don’t think it is good
law. Referendums and initiatives
do not take the place of elected
officials who carefully review
information and take public in-
put. They don’t take the place of
a democracy. I think the initia-
tive will open the city to litiga-
tion. It is badly written and
vague.”

Earlier in the meeting,
Sullivan had asked to continue
the discussion of a report analyz-
ing the initiative and what the
council response might be with
regard to a ballot measure of its
own. This led to another conten-
tious discussion in trying to se-
lect a date. By rule, a continued
item is to be heard at the next
meeting, in this case July 15, or
the council can agree on another
date.

At the meeting the vote was 3
to 2 to hold the meeting on July
1, a meeting that neither Sullivan
nor McGovern could attend.
They were the dissenting votes.
Sullivan argued that many
people are out of town during the
4th of July week, the reason the
council meeting that week had
been canceled.

(At least one councilmember
would not be available June 27
to mid-August. The deadline for
the November ballot is August
7.)

On Friday the city issued a
press release stating the meeting
had been moved to June 26 (see
sidebar).

There were other potential
dates discussed. However, at least
one of the three expressed pro-
ponents of a council measure
would not have been able to at-
tend. The result of not having

ater on this site would serve as
an icon for the whole community.

“At the same time, LVPAC
does want to support the City’s
vision for enhancing the down-
town. Therefore, LVPAC’s board
will work with the City to review
the benefits and concerns that
might arise from moving the the-
ater to the Livermore Village
property, which has recently re-
verted to the City.

“I look forward to bringing to
fruition a project on a site that
will highlight both the theater
and Livermore’s increasingly re-
markable downtown,” con-
cluded Wente.

The city will be taking pro-
posals from potential  develop-
ers for all three locations in the
upcoming months.

Roberts explained that the
council could approve a regional
theater at any one of the three
sites. “The city owns Livermore
Village. The initial stage of re-
quest for qualifications for the
Livermore Village site could in-
clude housing and a regional the-
ater.

Rob White, the city’s eco-
nomic development director,
said, that it could be possible to
build housing and a theater or
something else on the Livermore
Village site.

Councilmember Jeff Will-
iams, in supporting adding the
Livermore Village to the environ-
mental review, stated that now is
the time to do so. If the council
decided later in the process to
look at the location, it would in-
crease costs.

THEATER
(continued from page one)

INITIATIVE
(continued from page one)

one of the “majority” present
would likely have been a 2 to 2
vote, with no council measure in
November.

McGovern declared after the
vote, “I find it is amazing that
you pick a time when the three
of you can be present and Matt
and I cannot.”

Sullivan called it another ex-
ample of the council’s lack of
interest in obtaining public in-
put.

Cook-Kallo took offense at
what she perceived as comments
by Sullivan that characterized
the council as leaving the public
out of its decision making pro-
cess. She said she had come pre-
pared to discuss the issue (report
and council measure) only to be
stonewalled by having the item
continued.  “I’m tired of being
told when I disagree with you
(Sullivan) that I am somehow or
another selling out. I’ve come to
a different conclusion after do-
ing my homework. I’m not
owned by a developer or people
who live in the hills.”

Sullivan replied, “What we
disagree about is not about you
or me. This is about the people
we represent. That’s why I want
to make sure people have an op-
portunity to participate. I didn’t
say anything about you (Cook-
Kallio) selling out. You’re jump-
ing to that conclusion on your
own.”

Sullivan issued a statement
following the vote, “The Coun-
cil majority has repeatedly and
publicly expressed its disdain for
both the citizen’s initiative itself
and of the proponents, most no-
tably last night with the Mayor’s
inflammatory and inappropriate
comments during Council delib-
erations. This issue is very con-
troversial and there are strong
opinions in the public on both
sides.”

most immediate need is to find a
facility that can serve seniors in
the short-term, while continuing
to pursue a permanent solution.
The Task Force is looking around
the Tri-Valley area for a site that
is similar to the existing facility
which is approximately 3,000 sq.
ft. and includes a kitchen, bath-
rooms, and administrative of-
fices. 

They have been contacting
churches and schools, but com-
mercial property and homes that
can be retrofitted could also be
considered. 

The next Task Force meeting
will be held from 10:00 – noon
on Saturday, June 28th, at the
City of Livermore Council Cham-
bers, located at 3575 Pacific Av-
enue, Livermore.

For more information, contact
Dennis Gambs at 925-449-1639

The California Court of Ap-
peal has reinstated a 2006 law-
suit by affordable housing advo-
cates against the City of Pleas-
anton, ruling that it was improp-
erly dismissed.

The decision by a three judge
appeals panel will allow plain-
tiffs Urban Habitat and Sandra De
Gregorio to pursue their claims
that the city has failed to meet its
affordable housing obligations.

The Court wrote, “Without
question, the city’s duty to en-
force the shortage of affordable
housing is sharp and the public’s
need for such housing is
weighty.”

The original lawsuit was dis-
missed after the judge ruled the
statute of limitations had lapsed
to contest the city policies in
question.

According to City Attorney
Michael Roush, the city has 40
days to file a petition with the
State Supreme Court to review
the matter or to let the decision
become final. In the latter case,
the matter would be returned to
trial court.

The suit challenges

By Ron McNicoll
Jean Leasure, who is 68 years

old, apparently will lose her part-
time job at the end of the month
because her 1999 Jeep Cherokee
is not new enough to carry the
U.S. mail to residents along the
road.

The post office has contracted
with Leasure  to deliver the mail
on Tuesdays and Fridays to
Mines Road in an area that in-
cludes Alameda and Santa Clara
Counties. The route even has
some Stanislaus County resi-
dents, who cluster their postal
boxes along a driveway not far
from “The Junction,” a landmark
tavern near the junction of Mines
Road and Del Puero Road.

The area has a 2600-foot el-
evation. It snows there in the win-
ter, so Leasure has a four-wheel
drive vehicle, one that’s big
enough to haul all the mail.

When Leasure previously de-
livered mail there for nine years,
the only requirement was to have

Mail Carrier May Lose Job — Her Car Isn’t New Enough

Pleasanton’s housing cap and its
Growth Management Ordinance.
It claims that Pleasanton’s Hous-
ing Cap violates state law be-
cause the city cannot accommo-
date the city’s fair share of the
regional need for new housing
without exceeding the cap’s
29,000-unit limit.

Roush said that it is the city’s
position that there are enough
units under the cap to meet its
affordable housing numbers.

The cap was instituted by
Pleasanton voters and includes
the provision that the cap can
only be increased by another
vote. The suit would not affect
the city’s urban growth bound-
ary, which was also approved by
voters.

The Court also allowed the
plaintiffs to go forward with a
claim to require the city to zone
land for affordable housing and
two other claims alleging that
the city’s land-use policies un-
lawfully discriminate against
families with children.

“These zoning and housing
claims are critical to the families
excluded from Pleasanton by

these policies, and to the eco-
nomic and environmental
sustainability of our entire re-
gion,” said Richard
Marcantonio, a managing attor-
ney with Public Advocates who
represented the Plaintiffs in court
last month. “The Court’s rejec-
tion of the city’s technical de-
fenses vindicates the importance
of these rights and gives us our
day in court.” His statement was
included in a press release issued
by Urban Habitat.

The issue of rezoning arose
out of a promise the city made in
the housing element of its gen-
eral plan to rezone enough land
for some 800 units of lower-in-
come housing by June 2004. Four
years later, it has not yet selected
the sites for rezoning, or begun
the process of rezoning them.
Because it has not rezoned land,
the housing element  has been
out of compliance with state law
since 2005.

Pleasanton city officials have
said in the past that they are not
standing in the way of affordable
housing, and are considering
how to build the roughly 1,200

remaining housing units left un-
der the cap.  The city has been in
the process of updating its gen-
eral plan and has held off on re-
zoning until the update is com-
pleted. The projection is that the
process will be completed at the
end of this year.

Roush said that there is a
project coming to the council in
August, Windstar, near the West
BART station that would rezone
land for 350 units. “That demon-
strates that projects are moving
forward outside the update.” He
noted that the housing element
only requires the city to rezone
land to provide the opportunity
for affordable housing to be
built. It does not require that the
homes be constructed.

While the case was pending
in the Court of Appeal, Bay Area
cities received their new alloca-
tion of affordable housing for the
period from 2007-2014.
Pleasanton’s share totals 3,277
units of housing, and includes
1,804 lower income units for
which the city is to rezone land
at minimum densities of 30 units
per acre.

Affordable Housing Lawsuit Back in Play

a reliable vehicle large enough
to do the job, which involves de-
liveries. She took off for four
years for obligations, and came
back in 2004.

The new rule about vehicle
age was in effect by then. How-
ever, she was hired before her
vehicle became five years old.
Now that she wants a contract
renewal, she has been told by an
Oakland postal official who ad-
ministers the contracts that she
won’t be eligible, unless she
buys a vehicle not more than five
years old.

Leasure has been looking
around for one, but with her lim-
ited Social Security, her age, and
the relatively small amount the
post office pays for the contract,
the dollars aren’t there so far to
find anything. She is hoping for
a miracle.

In her corner hoping for some
kind of intervention are her loyal
postal customers. Typical of them
is Walther Schindler, who is re-

tired after 40 years in the print-
ing industry. He is on a limited
income, but is willing to contrib-
ute a few dollars toward buying
Leasure a newer car.

Schindler told the Indepen-
dent that a lot of his neighbors
feel that way. It’s unlikely that
the high prices that newer cars
demand could be covered by the
neighbors. Even with the trade-
in value of Leasure’s current car,
which has not given her any me-
chanical problems, it would be a
big sum to cover.

The mail delivery area itself
is challenging. The post office
would do best to stick with
Leasure, who already knows the
route, said Schindler. “It’s a tricky
route here. Numbers are not in
sequence. That’s been true for a
long time. Sometimes the num-
bers get bigger, and then they get
smaller as you drive along. I
think some people just made up
their numbers,” said Schindler.

The official in Oakland who

deals with the contract was un-
available for comment. However,
James Wigdel, a San Francisco
postal department spokesman
who returned the call, said that
the rule is there to make sure that
the vehicles are reliable and get
good gas mileage. The postal ser-
vice pays for the gas as part of
the contract, said Wigdel.

Further, the postal service has
an interest in making sure that
clean-burning, newer vehicles
are in service to help reduce emis-
sions that lead to global warm-
ing, Wigdel said.

"We are striving to be as green
as possible. Every little bit
helps.Having a vehicle in good
shape, no more than five to nine
years old (during the four-year
length of the contract), helps us
to do that," said Wigdel.

Wigdel said that contractors
should be familiar with the rule.

Leasure acknowledged that
she was aware of it, but has not
been able to find an affordable
vehicle.

Marchand said after the meet-
ing, “Studying the Livermore
Village would be particularly a
propos because the City owns the
entire site. There are no other
property owners, and therefore no
potential for eminent domain
proceedings. Since the Liver-
more Village property is a larger
site, it may better lend itself to a
mixed use of cultural, residential
and commercial uses. In fact,

there could be a very interesting
symbiosis between the residen-
tial and artistic components on
the site.

“I look forward to a full analy-
sis of each of the sites before
making a decision on the regional
theater,” concluded Marchand.

SPEAKERS AVAILABLE
During the public forum por-

tion of the council meeting,
former councilmember and

LVAPC board member Tom Reit-
ter said that speakers are avail-
able for groups of 20 or more to
provide details on the proposed
regional theater. The speakers
will take the time to discuss the
issues, finance and architecture,
or other topics that may be raised.

Reitter said he could be con-
tacted at 443-3326 for those in-
terested in arranging to have a
speaker.

The Altamont, which long has
been the home of thousands of
wind turbines that bring clean
energy to many homes, may soon
have its first commercial array of
solar-power panels.

The East County Board of
Zoning Adjustment will hear an
application on June 26 by
GreenVolts, which is based in San
Francisco, to construct the instal-
lation. The board will meet at
1:30 p.m. in the Pleasanton city
council chambers,  200 Old
Bernal Ave.

The facility would be ap-
proximately one mile from the
San Joaquin County line, located
near Mountain House.  Andrew
Young, the county planner who
staffs the zoning board, explained
that the solar array would be ca-
pable of producing 2 megawatts

Solar Would Join Wind As
Altamont Power Generator

per hour to power 1500 homes.
The solar panels would cover

approximately 10 acres of a 20-
acre lease. They feature the lat-
est photo-voltaic design, and can
track the daily path of the sun so
the array presents the best en-
ergy-capturing angle every
minute for the highest possible
efficiency.

An environmental study
found that a key issue in this ap-
plication is the conversion of
prime agricultural land. “We
looked at biological resources in
the area, and aesthetic issues.
There was no comment on the
proposal from the neighbor-
hood,” said Young. He has rec-
ommended that the board ap-
prove the application.

One issue that could be envi-

ronmentally sensitive, if the
project were approved, would be
the potential presence of burrow-
ing owls, a protected species.
Young stated, “If a pre-construc-
tion survey finds any, we’ll have
to postpone until we consult with
the department of Fish & Game.
That could delay it. I’m not sure
how long. One condition is that
there be no construction during
the rainy season, because some
critters from other areas might
migrate there then.”

The applicant would like to
start the project in July, and com-
plete it by fall. Although this is
the first commercial solar pro-
posal to come before the county,
the county has had inquiries from
several other solar companies,
said Young.

Not all of the votes have been
counted yet in Contra Costa
County. However, it became ap-
parent earlier this week that San
Ramon Mayor Abram Wilson is
the winner of the Republican
nomination for the 15th Assem-
bly District race in November.

Although most votes had
been counted by Tuesday, an
election official in Contra Costa
said that she could not give out
the most recent totals until the
new results are posted on the
county web page June 26. The
current web page, as of Tuesday,
had been posted on June 13. The
county is waiting for a supervi-
sory elections official to return
to work before posting them.

The other three counties in the

Wilson Appears To Be the 15th
Assembly District  Republican Winner

district all have complete, but
unofficial, results. Adding three
counties to the results on the
Contra Costa web page, the to-
tals are 11,837 for Wilson and
11,607 for Rao. Wilson’s lead is
230 votes.

In the votes counted so far in
Contra Costa, Wilson ran about
2000 votes ahead of Rao. Unless
there is a surprise pocket of votes
for Rao, it’s likely Wilson will at
least hold his lead, and probably
increase it before the final Con-
tra Costa tallies are announced.

The combined county totals
added by the Independent are a
little ahead of the totals posted
by the Secretary of State’s office
in Sacramento. That information

at 1 p.m.,  June 24, had Wilson at
11,828 and Rao at 11,586, a mar-
gin of 257 in favor of Wilson.
There has been a lag between
counting votes in the counties,
and sending them to the secre-
tary of state’s office.

The secretary of state must
declare an official winner by July
12.

Neither candidate was avail-
able for comment on Tuesday. In
a previous week, in commenting
on the close vote, Wilson ex-
pressed confidence that he would
emerge the victor. Rao said then
that since he had never run for
office before, it was all new to
him, and he was watching the
vote count closely.
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Team KC SwimStrong
Renee Anhorn
Cindy Gary
Maureen Volponi
SwimStrong Committee
Members

On behalf of the Croghan
Family and Team KC, we give
our heartfelt appreciation to
those who participated in the
“SwimStrong” event that was
held at the Robert Livermore
Community Center on April 20,
2008.

It was amazing how many
people came out to support
Korrine and Team KC!  Special
appreciation goes to Sharon
Grant and LARPD for letting us
use the pool at the Robert Liver-
more Community Aquatic Cen-
ter and to Michelle at Front Yard
Card for donating her time & tal-
ent with the awesome sign an-
nouncing the event.

A huge thank you to the many
volunteers who made this event
possible and well-organized, and
to the swimmers and sponsors
who truly  made this a successful
and fun time for all!

Most importantly, thank you
for your continued support in
thoughts and prayers for our
leader of Team KC, Korrine
Croghan.

Vegan
Lucas Nelson
Livermore

The queen of daytime televi-
sion Oprah Winfrey has decided
to go vegan for 21 days, and she
invites her viewers to join her.
Her website provides a helpful
menu, recipes, and opportunity
for comments at http://
tinyurl.com/6ha8gv.

Oprah’s stated reason:  “How
can you say you’re trying to
spiritually evolve, without even
a thought about what happens to
the animals whose lives are sac-
rificed in the name of gluttony?”
As an added benefit, she expects
to cleanse her body of the satu-
rated fat, cholesterol, pesticides,
antibiotics, and pathogens con-
tained in animal products.

I hope that Oprah’s experience
leads her to continue a vegan
diet for life. I invite your readers
to take her 21-day challenge and
discover the benefits for them-
selves!

Memorial Day Moment
Rich Buckley
Livermore

 As God is my witness, Rever-
end Bill Nebo, looking good in
his retirement, was concluding
his prayer of remembrance and
peace to the Memorial Day cer-
emony on East Avenue the audi-
ence was distracted by a singular
dove perched alone on the power
line above the Reverend.

 The same thought was enter-
ing all our minds at the same time
as the solemn gathering began
gently nudging each other and
timidly pointing to the univer-
sal symbol of peace, a dove car-
rying an olive branch. Here at
least was the dove, all alone lis-
tening to the Reverend.

 Those of us who saw the dove
were all thinking the same
thoughts. What more appropri-
ate symbol could God send to
raise the spirits of these few war-
riors and their families and loved
ones assembled below?

 Surely as the honor guard
fired a 21-gun salute the dove
would take off in fear, startled by

the sharp report of the rifles
aimed skyward.

 As the rifles fired their tribute
the dove jerked back and held
on even tighter as though it was
prepared to weather the storm. A
second volley and the dove
raised its head and stood firm. A
third volley and the members of
the crowd were smiling at the
doves resolute perch.

 This solitary dove and sym-
bol of understanding and world
peace, seem to reinforce the little
gathering of living veterans and
those laying in flag strewn graves
all around. This little dove
seemed to be saying thanks.

As I reached to wipe away
those inevitable tears I noticed
many others watching the dove
were doing the same.

 Across the lawn a lone trum-
peter played taps. The dove took
flight and circled above the small
crowd a few times as it paired up
with its mate and flew off.  A
higher tribute could not be paid
than the one that was paid today.

History Column
Nancy Freedom
Pleasanton

Ann Homan’s History Col-
umn Nancy Freedom Pleasanton
No, No! I am desolate! Won’t you
persuade Anne Homan to con-
tribute a monthly local history
column, since she wants to give
up writing a weekly one? Her
page is  the first I turn to when I
score my Independent on Thurs-
day. Anne’s roundup of local his-
tory is invaluable; she collates
information scattered in old
newspapers & other ephemera
which would be forgotten if she
were to discontinue her work. We
can’t depend on anyone outside
our area to record our local his-
tory. And her column is the most
accessible way for newcomers to
learn & value the area’s heritage,
as I did.

I had the privilege of meeting
Anne at Towne Center Books in
Pleasanton when she showed her
wonderful view book of our area.
Her public spirited attitude is ex-
emplary. At the very least, won’t
you start reprinting Anne’s col-
umns with the next issue? Read-
ers may have missed some the
first time around.

P.S. Thanks for the tasty ar-
ticles on the Livermore Rodeo
in your June Independent Maga-
zine.

Gay Marriage
Louise Heath
Livermore

Many writers to editorial col-
umns have listed possible out-
comes to the  California Court’s
decision to allow Gay Marriage.
They claim that this  will lead to,
among other things, polygamy,
bestiality,  marriage between  sib-
lings, and pedophilia.  If this is
the only way to garner support
for  their decision, then let’s look
at the other side’s possibilities.

  If putting a proposition  on a
ballot and then convincing
enough people to vote for it can
forbid a certain population the
rights afforded  to the rest of us,
will this lead to future proposi-
tions where the voters can  re-
move certain rights from a part of
the population? What about get-
ting enough  signatures to put
on the ballot the proposition that
only property owners can  vote?
Or we could ask that no one of a
specific ethnic background is  al-
lowed to have children.  Maybe
we could say that certain religions
are  antagonizing the over-popu-
lation problem, and that members
of these religions  are limited to
having one child.  I know!  Let’s
legislate that no one  is allowed
to marry more than once.  That
will get a lot of people’s  atten-
tion.

Have I proven the case that

legislation by proposition cannot
be allowed to take away the right
of any group?  This means even
if the  group consists of only  ten
people.  They are still in the “land
of  the free” and have the rights
that everyone else takes for
granted. And no  Proposition can
legally take that away from them.
Let’s stop arguing semantics
about the word marriage.  It does
not mean that the couple must be
capable  of reproduction.  It does
not mean that the couple must be
of the same  color or ethnicity.  It
does not mean that both must be
Protestant, or  Jewish.  It means
that both must be committed to
each other.  Like any  word, it can
be defined by each of us.  But it
should not divide us as a  nation.
Yes, it’s an important pillar of so-
ciety.  Isn’t that more of  a reason
for having it available to all of us?

Regional Theater
Don Miller
Livermore

Livermore has an unusual
sense of community, is the focus
of the Valley’s cultural life, and
is successfully redeveloping its
downtown.  Our new Bankhead
Theater is a major factor in that
redevelopment. The proposed
2000 seat Regional Theater (RT)
will not only make us a major
cultural center, but have a sub-
stantial economic benefit to the
city.

Although expensive, $79 mil-
lion, its financing doesn’t use
any City General Funds. Many
opponents of the RT are part of
the rabidly pro-growth faction
that has been overwhelmingly
defeated in every election since
2000.  They appear to want re-
venge against our community for
having repudiated them.  They
distort issues or lie outright.  Ex-
amples:  (1) Redevelopment
Agency money should be used
for schools, homeless, and parks.
It can’t by law.  (2)  They inflate
costs by including a garage that
will be built anyway.  (3)  Their
flaming “$250 million cost” in-
cludes interest as if it were today’s
costs.  Think:  You buy a house
for $700 thousand in today’s
money, but you never say it costs
$2 million, because it is paid off
in tomorrow’s cheaper money.

Real concerns about the RT
do need consideration, but aren’t
the ones of this disgruntled fac-
tion.  They want to turn our re-
ally good community into a “just
another six-exits-on-the freeway”
city.

Regional Theater
T J Gilmartin
Livermore

We, who support the perform-
ing and cultural arts in Liver-
more, but are not yet committed
to the proposed Regional The-
ater, ask that the Livermore City
Council form an ad hoc Regional
Theater Advisory Committee.

This theater is the largest
project that the City has ever
undertaken; it locks us into
heavy financial commitments for
many years, and into formative
choices about the nature and
function of our city. Many people
are very interested in and con-
cerned about this project. A con-
tinuous mechanism for active and
effective public input into the
planning process for the large
theater is needed.

The function of the Regional
Theater Advisory Committee
would be to offer the City Coun-
cil insight into the Livermore
community’s ideas, preferences,
and concerns regarding the Re-
gional Theater, and to return to
the community the City
Council’s responses to these par-
ticular issues. The Committee
would consist of a core of well
known community leaders and
several community members will-

ing to spend the time and effort
to understand the project in de-
tail and provide continuity for
the community’s considerations.
This committee should be formed
as soon as possible.

Community pride in the Re-
gional Theater should be based
on community involvement in its
creation.

Regional Theater
Archer Futch
Former Mayor of Livermore

Recently, opponents of a re-
vitalized Livermore downtown
have suggested that since propo-
nents of the Livermore Perform-
ing Arts Theater voted to oppose
development plans in North Liv-
ermore, voters should vote on the
Performing Arts Theater. This is
an attempt to kill downtown re-
development by delaying con-
struction of the regional theater
until costs make construction
not feasible. There is a huge dif-
ference between citizens voting
on the impact of 12,500 homes
and business in North Livermore
versus building one performing
arts theater. Besides the increase
in traffic congestion and air pol-
lution development of North
Livermore would create, Liver-
more is also facing the possibil-
ity of future water rationing.
North Livermore development
would almost certainly lead to
severe water rationing through-
out the city. The performing arts
theater has minimum environ-
mental problems and is only par-
tially funded by the City of Liv-
ermore using tax increment fund-
ing. Taxpayers do not pay these
funds and the city is repaid as
downtown development in-
creases the tax base. In addition,
the Livermore Valley Preforming
Arts Theater (LVPAC) and not the
city is responsible for the operat-
ing funds and any deficit.

Under these conditions it is
not customary or desirable that
taxpayers vote for all redevelop-
ment projects since the general
fund taxes paid by citizens are
not affected. I do support the ask-
ing of hard questions such as
those asked by Councilmember
Jeff Williams to make sure that
all fiscal impacts are understood.

Few people would argue that
Livermore does not have a vi-
brant downtown. A lively and
growing downtown is the result
of both compact residential de-
velopment and the highly suc-
cessful Bankhead Theater. Len
Alexander and the LVPAC Board
have a successful record of ac-
complishing their goals. I sup-
port the completion of the Down-
town Specific Plan by building
the regional performing arts the-
ater.

Hawk Article
Hans Peeters
Ornithologist

Your article, “Saving Time
and Baby Hawks...” (June 12,
2008), to put it  gently, got it all
wrong.

To begin with, what on the
surface appears to be a kind ges-
ture by caring  person, the “res-
cuer” clearly had no clue about
hawks or for that matter any  re-
cently fledged bird.  Obviously,
this young kestrel left a nearby
nest a bit early, which is typical,
that is, at an age when it was in-
capable of  flight.  Many many
birds do this, and the biggest fa-
vor one can do them is  to either
leave them alone if they’re in a
safe place or else place them high
off the ground if they are in dan-
ger of dog attacks, thoughtless
passersby, and  such.  They mani-
festly do not need to be rescued
unless they have an  obvious in-
jury.  The hawk shown in the pic-
ture clearly is very young — the
major wing feathers are only
about half grown.

If left alone, this hawk would
have been fed by its parents, who
would have  no problem finding
it and supplying it with the
proper diet, namely, insects,  liz-
ards, and mice.  They most cer-
tainly would not have given it
fruit,  which in short order would
be fatal to a young hawk.

Tales of the kestrel “follow-
ing the workers inside and out-
side” are  preposterous. The fact
that picking up such a bird (let
alone keeping it  more or less as
a pet) is against the law was
barely alluded to in the  article.
One reason why there is such a
law is to prevent people who
don’t  know what they’re doing
from picking up and inadvert-
ently killing wild birds  with im-
proper diet and handling.

The general tone of your ar-
ticle was such that it encouraged
readers to do  likewise, when in
fact the message should have
been quite the opposite:   leave
fledged birds alone unless
they’re in imminent danger.

Perhaps this is the time to do
an article on the Lindsay Mu-
seum, where  truly orphaned wild-
life is properly cared for and re-
habilitated, although, like  all
rehab centers, this time of year
this museum is inundated with
wildlife babies “rescued” by
well-meaning people.  Such a
story might,  I hope, counter the
above piece.

And by the way, “Sue” is in
fact a male.

Point Of View
Albert Rothman
Livermore

Bud Barlow is a friend of
mine. We’re even in a dinner
group together. However, his poli-
tics are showing. (So are mine!)

He claims that court members
let their biases influence their
decisions. Well, duh, of course
they are influenced by their be-
lief systems. As for “activist”
judges, it depends on whose ox
is being gored. A prime example
of bias are the judgments of
Scalia, Alito, Clarence Thomas
and often Roberts. You can pre-
dict the decisions of the first three
by closing your eyes . They are
invariably biased toward the
president rather than the public
or the Congress. (I think chiefly
when that president is an arch-
conservative). Mostly the same
for Roberts. Stevens and
Kennedy are middle of the road,
leaning toward the right. The so-
called “left” of the court, viz,

Souter, Breyer, and Ginsburg
qualify as moderates compared
to the others .

So Bud—as for 5 to 4 deci-
sions—bad as the court can be,
voting by the public would of-
ten be a disaster in matters of in-
terpreting the constitution—state
and federal. If the public had
voted, equal voting rights for
blacks would have taken years
to become law because it was not
popular at the time. Similarly the
matter of equal rights for women,
including their right to choose
(abortion) that is still only par-
tially true in many states.

But we’re still friends.

Thank You
Tim Hunt

Was I surprised with the edi-
torial in last Thursday’s Indepen-
dent that praised my efforts in
Africa in the countries of Kenya
and Swaziland. As the editorial
noted, my views and the
Independent’s rarely coincide on
matters of growth and public
policy. We do, however, come
together on lots of issues con-
cerning folks who are less fortu-
nate.

When Jesus called me to Af-
rica three years ago, it came as a
bolt out of the blue. Now, it is
one of the central passions in my
life, doing what I can to help or-
phans in Africa through Heart for
Africa.

It is my privelege to serve as
the founding board chair of the
organization. We take large
groups of Northern Americans to
serve in Kenya and Swaziland at
our partner children’s homes.
Participants in our 11-day trips
work along side Africans and get
their hands dirty serving. They
also connect with children.

In addition to leading trips,
Heart for Africa raises the money
necessary to give those called to
care for the children the facili-
ties and the financial support nec-
essary to do so.  This summer,
about 75 children living next to
the slums of Nairobi should
move to new safe facilities 25
miles out into the countryside.

And, in Swaziland, another 29
children will move into a new
dormitory. My wife, Betty Gail,
and I will have the privelege of
participating in the trip to sup-
port that move.

For more information on
Heart for Africa and to see how
you can help sponsor a child or
build a children’s home go to
www.heartforafrica.org.
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Youth Soccer
The Mustang Soccer Club Strikers

won the US Soccer Club Region H Champi-
onship, for the Boys Under 17 Super Group
Division, during the tournament contested
June14-17 in Modesto. The Strikers ad-
vanced to the finals of the US Soccer Club
National Cup to be held in Virginia Beach,
Virginia on July 26-29.

  Led by Coach Rob Hansen, the Strikers
came from behind to win or tie in four of their
five matches. They needed 220 minutes of
soccer and penalty kicks to win their final two
matches. In the semi-final they defeated Cal
Rush Nike 4-3, with a goal by Justin Chew
in the overtime session. The Strikers won the
final versus Marin FC on penalty kicks, after
being tied 2-2 at the end of the 20 minute
overtime session. Gabe Sandler saved Marin
FC’s first two penalty kicks, and the Strikers
hit their first four to clinch the championship.

  Match Summaries: Preliminary Rounds
Mustang Strikers vs. Cal Rush Nike, won 3-
2 Strikers Goals (assists): Ryan Moore
(Stephan Rabrenovich), Kevin Vaughan
(Connor Kaminski), Ian Cromwell (unas-
sisted) Saves: Gabe Sandler – 4, Chris Salazar
– 5

  Mustang Strikers vs. Juventus SC,
won 2-0 Strikers Goals (assists): Connor
Kaminski (Stephan Rabrenovich),  Scott
Brensal (unassisted) Saves: Chris Salazar –
10

  Mustang Strikers vs. Santa Cruz County
Breakers, tied 2-2 Strikers Goals (assists):
Nadav Kariv (unassisted), Stephan
Rabrenovich (unassisted) Saves: Chris Salazar
- 4, Gabe Sandler – 5

  Semi-Finals Mustang Strikers vs. Cal
Rush Nike, won 4-3 Strikers Goals (assists):
Stephan Rabrenovich (George Mayer), own
goal, George Mayer (unassisted), Justin Chu
(unassisted)

  Finals Mustang Strikers vs. Marin FC,
Won 3-2 on Penalty Kicks Strikers Goals
(assists): Scott Brensel (Connor Kaminski),
Stephan Rabrenovich (Connor Kaminski)
Saves: Gabe Sandler – 12

The Livermore Elite Explosion U14
Girls Division 1 soccer team set forth on the
Road to the Cup this past weekend at the US
Club Soccer National Cup Regionals at the
Ripon Sports Complex. After 3 strong wins
in bracket play the Explosion advanced to the
semifinal match.

 Livermore Explosion 3, Tracy Revolu-
tion 2. A powerful offensive drive in the first
half put the Explosion up 3-0 quickly.
Kassidy Peters crossed a perfect ball to
forward Elise Travis to score Livermore’s
first goal. Sierra Cassels punched in the
second goal and Travis scored again for goal
number three. Despite a strong second half
effort by Tracy, Livermore’s defensive attack
took charge anchored by Kylee Southwell,
Ashlyn Smith, Jazmin Ordonez and keeper
Victoria Case securing the win.

 Livermore Explosion 7, Casa Boca 1.
Another strong offensive attack by the Explo-
sion as six different players scored. Alexa
Hubbs scored first off a penalty kick and
Sierra Cassels sailed the ball past the Boca
keeper off a perfect cross from Audrey Walke.
Danielle Lacombe found the back of the net
for the third goal of the half. The Explosion
did not let down in the second half putting
in 4 more goals. Two beautiful back-to-back
break-away goals by Brooke Rittmann, fol-
lowed by two more goals scored by Elise
Travis and Mandi Alvarez.

 Livermore Explosion 3, Marin FC 2.
The Explosion couldn’t seem to get their
game going in this match vs. the physical
Marin team. After trailing 2-0 at the half the
Explosion needed to bring their “A” game.
With only 20 minutes left in the game,
Livermore executed an exciting come from
behind victory. The fight started when Jessica
Floyd fed a through ball to Danielle Lacombe
who chipped it and lofted it over the reach of
the Marin keeper. Brooke Rittmann tied the
game with a goal off an assist from Sierra
Cassels. Minutes later Cassels shot on goal
came loose from the keeper and Danielle
Lacombe scored Livermore’s game winning
goal when she followed the ball and buried
it in the net. With the final minute winding
down, Marin stood determined to tie it up but
an outstanding deflection by Explosion keeper
Victoria Case found the foot of another Marin
player whose shot attempt was valiantly
saved in the corner of the net by Explosion
stopper Kylee Southwell and seconds later
the whistle blew advancing Livermore to the
semifinals.

 Palo Alto 1, Livermore Explosion 0. In
a hard fought semifinal match with a number
of shots on goals by both teams. Palo Alto
put one in late in the second half. Livermore's
scoring efforts and great defensive drive
continued. Ashlyn Smith was a strong force
in the center midfield for Livermore and right
halfback Ghoncheh Azadeh played hard pur-
suing Livermore’s offensive efforts.

Foothill Little League
Pleasanton Foothill Little League  Jr 80s

defeated Danville 9 to 0. In Game 1 of a

double-header, pitchers Grant Soyka and
Zach Hart held Danville scoreless.  Top
Offensive Players: Zach Hart, Robbie Wil-
son, Sean Stiles; Top Defensive Players:
Louie Desprez, Logan Finley.

In game 2 of the double-header, pitcher
Sean Stiles held Danville to just 1 run and
completed the game in 5 innings. The final
score was 11 to 1. Top Offensive Players:
Robbie Wilson, Kevin Buscheck, Ryan Genn;
Top Defensive Players: Alex Hamm, Ben
Case.

Granada Little League
With a season record of 34 wins and 3

losses, the Granada Little League Junior 80’s
Gold team finished the regular season as the
number one team in District 57. The team
showed consistency all season long, by
balancing excellent pitching and hitting with
solid defense.

Granada’s Junior 80 Gold team, with the
consistency that they’ve displayed all season,
put another game in the win column against
Pleasanton American, 11 to 4. Pleasanton
took an early 1-0 lead after two innings. Then
the Granada offense came to life in the 3rd.
David Russell started the inning with a walk
and immediately stole second. Kevin Rogers
reached base on a fielding mishap that al-
lowed Russell to score. Nate Preece followed
with a base hit. After an out was made,
Granada chained three consecutive singles
together by Sean Westphal, Justin Whitman
and Mac Morgan, each collecting an RBI with
their hit. Granada continued to score in each
of the last four innings to end the game with
an 11 to 4 win.

Top Hitters: Sean Westphal 3 for 4, 1-2B,
1 walk, 2 runs scored, 3 rbi’s; Nate Preece 2
for 4, 1-2B, 2 runs scored, 2 rbi’s; Daniel
Whitney 2 for 4, 1-2B, 1-3B, 1 hit by pitch,
1 run scored, 1 rbi; Matt Richards 2 for 4, 2
runs scored, 1 rbi; Jordan Thrailkill 2 for 3,
1 run scored; David Russell 3 walks, 2 runs
scored Top Pitchers: Justin Whitman (2
innings, 2 hits, 1 run, 1 walk, 3 strikeouts),
Kevin Rogers (5 innings, 7 hits, 3 runs, 3
walks, 4 strikeouts)

In the final regular season game and what
turned out to be a battle of the two best teams
in district 57, we came from behind to take
a 7 to 5 win away from visiting San Ramon.
They took an early 3 - 0 lead into the 3rd
inning, but, you could feel the tide change
when Matt Richards hustled and scored from
second base on an infield error. In the 4th
inning, we got our offense rolling. Sean
Westphal walked to begin the inning, fol-
lowed by Daniel Whitney and Justin Whitman
singles. Taylor Downey hit into a fielders
choice scoring a run. Then, after the second
out was made and runners at 2nd and 3rd,
Jordan Thrailkill layed down a perfect bunt
single to score the tying run. We proceed to
score two more runs before the inning was
over to give us a 5 - 3 lead. But the feisty San
Ramon team battled back and tied the game
in the 6th inning. Our will to win was
dominant this season. We lead off the bottom
of the 6th inning with consecutive walks to
Kevin Rogers and Matt Richards. Taylor
Downey came up and surprised the defense
with an excellent bunt for a single. With bases
loaded, Vince Fernandez shot a bullet up the
middle to knock in a run. Later in the inning,
Daniel Whitney hit a sacrifice fly to score the
final run.

 Top Hitters: Matt Richards 2 for 2, 1-
2B, 2 walks, 2 runs scored, 1 rbi; Jordan
Thrailkill 1 for 2, 1 walk, 2 runs scored, 1 rbi;
Nate Preece 2 for 2, 1 walk, 1 rbi; Vince
Fernandez 1 for 3, 1 hit by pitch, 2 rbi’s;
Daniel Whitney 1 for 3, 1 sacrifice, 1 run
score, 1 rbi. Top Pitchers: Sean Westphal (4
2/3 innings, 9 hits, 3 runs, 4 walks, 7
strikeouts), Daniel Whitney (2 1/3 innings,
2 hits, 1 run, 2 strikeouts).

Jail Break Run
On Sunday, July 20, there’s going to be

a jail break—and the Alameda County Deputy
Sheriff’s Association invites everyone join
in.  The 6th annual Jail Break Run, benefiting
Special Olympics Northern California, offers
an “escape” plan for everyone: a 5K run (or
walk), a 10K run, a Kids’ ½-mile run, and a
Kids’1-mile run.

This  event will be hosted by the Alameda
County Sheriff’s Office, at their Training
Center (which is located right next to the
Santa Rita Jail), 6289 Broder Blvd., Dublin.
This event is part of the Sheriff’s year-round
Law Enforcement Torch Run fund-raising
campaign.

The 5K course is a flat and fast loop.  The
10K run is primarily flat and fast, with one
hill—the very same hill you must master to
join the Alameda County S.W.A.T. team;
members of the S.W.A.T. team will be on
hand to run the 10K course with the partici-
pants.  Both USA Track & Field certified
courses will run along the walls of the jail.
For those who are little bit more casual with
their “get away,” participants are welcome to
walk the 5K.  Both kids’ run courses (children
under 8-years old) will be held at the Training
Center’s running track.

Each “escapee” will receive the  Jail Break

Run T-shirt, refreshments, and entry into the
Jail Break raffle, which features a lot of great
loot.  Every child participating in either the
½-mile or 1-mile runs will earn a special
award medal.  Trophies will be awarded to the
first overall male and female participant in
each event, as well as the top Masters male
and female in each race.  Medals will also be
given three-deep to the finishers in each male
and female age category, in 10-year incre-
ments, beginning 13-years and under.  In
addition, all participants will certainly enjoy
the opportunity to run, or walk, with a
number of local Special Olympic athletes
who will be competing as well.

Entry fees for either the 10K Run or 5K
Walk/Run are $25.00 pre-registered, $30.00
race-day registration.   The Kids’ ½-Mile and
Mile event fees are both $5.00.  Check-in and
race-day registration will open at 6:30 a.m.,
with both 10K and 5K events starting at 8:00
a.m.  The Kid’s ½-Mile and Mile, which
takes place on the Sheriff’s training center
track, will begin around 10:00 a.m.  The post-
race awards, raffle, and prize give-away cer-
emony is scheduled to start around 10:00
a.m.

For more Jail Break Run information
and/or an application, contact On Your Mark
Events at 209-795-7832 or visit
www.onyourmarkevents.com.

Del Prado vs. FAST
The first day of summer opened with

some hot competition at the Foothill High
School Pool between the Del Prado Stingrays
and the FAST (Foothill Area Swim Team)
Dolphins.  Del Prado swam past the Dolphins
in convincing style, 603 to 287.

Del Prado was led by top performances
from Alyssa Bardakos (8) for the 25 Yard
Back, 25 Yard Breaststroke, and 100 Yard
Medley Relay, Stella Kruschke (6), 25 Yard
Back, 25 Yard Breaststroke, 25 Yard Fly, and
100 Yard Medley Relay, and Taylor Peterson
(18), 50 Yard Free, 50 Yard Back, 50 Fly, and
200 Yard Medley Relay. The Del Prado boys
were led by Matthew Sun (14), 50 Yard
Breaststroke, 50 Yard Fly, 100 Yard IM, and
200 Free Relay, Jake Newman (10), 50 Yard
Free, 25 Yard Back, 100 Yard IM, and 100
Yard Medley Relay, and Eric Gates (15), for
the 50 Yard Breaststroke, 50 Yard Fly, 100
Yard IM, and the  200 Yard Medley Relay.

Top swimmers for FAST for the girls
were Audrey Wagner (14), Addie Sciammas
(6), Paige Heacox (9), Caroline McMorrow
(10), and Moura McKenna (9). Top Dolphin
boys were Scott Drummond (6), Jeff Liebman
(12), Danny Caraballo (7), Colin McMorrow
(12), and Putty Basseer (6).

Girls Results (1st place finishers):
Girls 6 & Under: 25 Yard Free,

Sciammas, Addie, FAST-PC, 27.46. 25
Yard Back, Kruschke, Stella, DP-CC,
34.01.25 Yard Breaststroke, Kruschke, Stella,
DP-CC, 36.30.  25 Yard Fly,  Kruschke,
Stella, DP-CC, 34.18.

Girls 7-8 25 Yard Free, Bardakos, Alyssa,
DP-CC, 18.19.25 Yard Back, Bardakos,
Alyssa, DP-CC, 22.61.  25 Yard Breast-
stroke, Hogue, Meghan, DP-CC, 26.68. 25
Yard Fly, Bardakos, Alyssa, DP-CC, 19.60.

Girls 9-10 50 Yard Free, Doi, Megan,
DP-CC, 32.92.25 Yard Back,  Bell, Lucy,
DP-CC, 22.67. 25 Yard Breaststroke,  Gates,
Caroline, DP-CC, 22.32. 25 Yard Fly,  Doi,
Megan, DP-CC, 16.90. 100 Yard IM,  Doi,
Megan, DP-CC, 1:27.60.

Girls 11-12 50 Yard Free,  Kitayama,
Kathryn, DP-CC, 33.40.  50 Yard Back,
Christman, Caroline, DP-CC, 41.95.  50
Yard Breaststroke,  Drury, Eileen, DP-CC,
42.03. 50 Yard Fly,  Beliles, Katie, DP-CC,
39.06. 100 Yard IM,  Drury, Eileen, DP-CC,
1:24.61.

Girls 13-14 50 Yard Free,  Gates, Elaina,
DP-CC, 29.09.  50 Yard Back,  Gates, Elaina,
DP-CC, 38.04.  50 Yard Breaststroke,  Doi,
Stephanie, DP-CC, 38.54.  50 Yard Fly,
Strom, Jaclyn, DP-CC, 31.28.  100 Yard IM,
Strom, Jaclyn, DP-CC, 1:14.07.

Women 15-18 50 Yard Free,  Peterson,
Taylor, DP-CC, 26.17. 50 Yard Back,
Peterson, Taylor, DP-CC, 31.95.  50 Yard
Breaststroke,  Goard, Alyssa, DP-CC, 36.72.
50 Yard Fly,  Peterson, Taylor, DP-CC,
29.98.   100 Yard IM,  Mayes, Colleen, DP-
CC, 1:11.61.

Boys Results
Boys 6 & Under 25 Yard Free,

Drummond, Scott, FAST-PC, 24.11. 25
Yard Back,  McMasters, Michael, DP-CC,
35.40.  25 Yard Breaststroke,  McMasters,
Michael, DP-CC, 35.41. 25 Yard Fly,
Drummond, Scott, FAST-PC, 28.90.

Boys 7-8 25 Yard Free,  Juarez, Tommy,
DP-CC, 20.43. 25 Yard Back,  Bessiere,
Jack, DP-CC, 27.14.  25 Yard Breaststroke,
Proud, Will, DP-CC, 27.31. 25 Yard Fly,
Caraballo, Danny, FAST-PC, 27.57.

Boys 9-10 50 Yard Free,  Newman, Jake,
DP-CC, 32.60.  25 Yard Back,  Newman,
Jake, DP-CC, 17.61.  25 Yard Breaststroke,
Sabatini, Tommy, DP-CC, 20.40.  25 Yard
Fly,  Reimer, James, DP-CC, 22.12.   100
Yard IM,  Newman, Jake, DP-CC, 1:28.82.

Boys 11-12 50 Yard Free,  Crispell,
Kevin, DP-CC, 33.85. 50 Yard Back,
McMorrow, Colin, FAST-PC, 46.83. 50

Yard Breaststroke,  Goard, Andrew, DP-CC,
45.89. 50 Yard Fly,  Liebman, Jeff, FAST-
PC, 35.05.  100 Yard IM,  Liebman, Jeff,
FAST-PC, 1:18.33.

Boys 13-14 50 Yard Free,  Crispell, Eric,
DP-CC, 28.86.  50 Yard Back,  Nespor,
Christopher, DP-CC, 36.75.  50 Yard Breast-
stroke,  Sun, Matthew, DP-CC, 35.51. 50
Yard Fly,  Sun, Matthew, DP-CC, 30.56.
100 Yard IM,  Sun, Matthew, DP-CC,
1:11.32.

Men 15-18 50 Yard Free,  Payan, Cole,
DP-CC, 24.25. 50 Yard Back,  Gates, Eric,
DP-CC, 29.24. 50 Yard Breaststroke,  Landas,
Trevor, DP-CC, 31.87.  50 Yard Fly,  Gates,
Eric, DP-CC, 26.30. 100 Yard IM,  Gates,
Eric, DP-CC, 1:02.37.

Briarhill vs. Clubsport
Briarhill Barracudas of Dublin took on

Clubsport Tidal Waves of Pleasanton, with
Clubsport swimming to the win, 630 to 347.
Outstanding swimmers, winning 1st place in
each of the 4 events they were entered were the
following: Tara Daly, age 6 of Clubsport for
100 Yard medley relay, 25 Yard free, 25 Yard
breaststroke, and 100 Yard free relay; Brittney
Achziger, age 11, of Briarhill for 50 yard free,
50 yard fly, 100 yard IM and 200 yard free
relay.

First place finishers:
Girls 6 & Under 25 Yard Free, Daly, Tara,

CSP-CC, 29.20.  25 Yard Back, Bodero,
Chenoa, CSP-CC, 34.70. 25 Yard Breast-
stroke, Daly, Tara, CSP-CC, 37.08. 25 Yard
Fly, Bodero, Chenoa, CSP-CC, 31.48.

 Girls 7-8 25 Yard Free, Wood, Julia,
CSP-CC, 17.33.  25 Yard Back, Mairs,
Bella, Briarhill, 22.15.  25 Yard Breast-
stroke, Vuong, Kevina, Briarhill, 25.81  25
Yard Fly, Jackman, Callan, Briarhill, 21.67.

Girls 9-10 50 Yard Free, Chase, Katie,
CSP-CC, 35.13.  25 Yard Back, Densmore,
Julia, CSP-CC, 19.61.  25 Yard Breast-
stroke, Wood, Jacqueline, CSP-CC, 22.03.
25 Yard Fly, Ouyang, Kelsey, CSP-CC,
19.70.  100 Yard IM, Wood, Jacqueline,
CSP-CC, 1:34.11.

Girls 11-12 50 Yard Free, Achziger,
Brittney, Briarhill, 30.15. 50 Yard Back,
Horrillo, Kristin, Briarhill, 38.73.  50 Yard
Breaststroke, Stratiotis, Gabrielle, CSP-CC,
40.32.  50 Yard Fly, Achziger, Brittney,
Briarhill, 34.78.  100 Yard IM, Achziger,
Brittney, Briarhill, 1:18.61.

Girls 13-14 50 Yard Free, Ouyang, Ellen,
CSP-CC, 29.12.  50 Yard Back, Surber, Elle,
CSP-CC, 32.34.  50 Yard Breaststroke,
Jetter, Cayla, CSP-CC, 37.44. 50 Yard Fly,
Miller, Kayla, CSP-CC, 34.71.  100 Yard
IM, Surber, Elle, CSP-CC, 1:11.48.

Women 15-18 50 Yard Free, Schoch,
Sara, CSP-CC, 27.34.  50 Yard Back, Alvari,
Danielle, CSP-CC, 32.12.  50 Yard Breast-
stroke, Alvari, Danielle, CSP-CC, 35.78.  50
Yard Fly, Gaytan, Jana, CSP-CC, 29.98.
100 Yard IM, Bateman, Alyse, CSP-CC,
1:09.70.

Boys 6 & Under 25 Yard Free, Jetter,
Nolan, CSP-CC, 25.77. 25 Yard Back,
Meagher, TJ, CSP-CC, 29.82. 25 Yard
Breaststroke, Yee, Jonathan, CSP-CC, 32.87.
25 Yard Fly, Meagher, TJ, CSP-CC, 31.64.

Boys 7-8 25 Yard Free, Voit, Andrew,
Briarhill, 16.34.  25 Yard Back, Grywczynski,
Joey, Briarhill, 23.54. 25 Yard Breaststroke,
Jhong, Christopher, CSP-CC, 23.08.  25
Yard Fly, Grywczynski, Joey, Briarhill,
20.70.

Boys 9-10 50 Yard Free, Derham, Brett,
CSP-CC, 39.24.   25 Yard Back, Lee, Justin,
CSP-CC, 18.17.  25 Yard Breaststroke,
Jhong, Anthony, CSP-CC, 21.21. 25 Yard
Fly, Grywczynski, Matthew, Briarhill, 18.01.
100 Yard IM, Daly, Conner, CSP-CC,
1:30.41.

Boys 11-12 50 Yard Free, Vuong,
Sherman, Briarhill, 31.17.  50 Yard Back,
Bateman, William, CSP-CC, 40.17.  50
Yard Breaststroke, Holt, Braden, CSP-CC,
40.41.  50 Yard Fly, Miller, Collin, CSP-
CC, 38.24.  100 Yard IM, Holt, Braden,
CSP-CC, 1:23.11.

Boys 13-14 50 Yard Free, Hildebrand,
Eric, CSP-CC, 26.12.  50 Yard Back, Ellgas,
Cody, CSP-CC, 33.73.  50 Yard Breast-
stroke, Romine, Kevin, CSP-CC, 36.26.  50
Yard Fly, Melloch, Brett, Briarhill, 30.88.
100 Yard IM, Romine, Kevin, CSP-CC,
1:13.19.

Men 15-18 50 Yard Free, Lind, Brandon,
Briarhill, 23.39.  50 Yard Back, Jacobe,
Stephen, CSP-CC, 29.03.  50 Yard Breast-
stroke, Schempp, Kyle, CSP-CC, 30.72.  50
Yard Fly, Reed, Brent, Briarhill, 25.62.  100
Yard IM, Lind, Brandon, Briarhill, 59.69.

Aloha Golf Classic
The Danville Area Chamber of Com-

merce invites the public to the Aloha Golf
Classic to be held on Monday, July 21, at
Blackhawk Country Club, Lakeside course.
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. with a
putting contest from 9:30-10:45, and Shot-
gun start at 11a.m.. This is a Scramble
format.

Includes on-course food and beverages
from El Nido Mexican Restaurant, Tower
Grille, Black Diamond Brewery and more,

49er Gold Rush and Raiderette Cheerleaders,
wine tasting by WineStyles, Hawaiian-themed
music, and appetizers. There will be silent
and live auctions and dinner.

Cost is $195 per golfer; $1,000 for
foursome with tee sign. Dinner/auction tick-
ets are $50. Spouses and guests are welcome.

Go to www.danvilleareachamber.com
for more information or call chairman, Joe
Buenavista of Bernstein Global Wealth
Management at 415.217.8051.

Coaching Positions
Granada High School is currently look-

ing for coaches for the following positions:
varsity girls tennis, varsity girls lacrosse and
varsity boys lacrosse. If you are interested,
please contact Clark Conover for more de-
tails. 925.606.4800 ext3636 or
cconover@livermore.k12.ca.us

Golf Tournament
The Pleasanton Lions Club is sponsor-

ing the 1st annual Michelle Lucia-Varleta
Golf Tournament. It will be held Fri., July
26 at the Las Positas Golf Course in Liver-
more.

All proceeds will go to the Michelle
Lucia-Varleta fund to aid in her fight with
breast cancer and the alternative treatments
available that are not covered by medical
insurance.

Check-in for the tournament is 11 a.m.
This is a 4 person scramble that includes a
19th hole challenge. Cost is $150 per person,
which includes golf, snacks, dinner and a golf
gift. Hole sponsors, raffle donations and
silent auction donations are needed.

For information, contact Steve Marvel at
260-2314, smarvel@pacbell.net or Deanna
Varleta at 577-6769, dvarleta@comcast.net.

Bicycle Rides
Cyclepath Pleasanton is hosting free, no-

drop (meaning no one gets left behind) group
rides for both road and mountain bike riders
of all levels.

 The shop hosts two road bike rides each
week. Both depart from Cyclepath at 337-B
Main Street (Bank of America parking lot) in
Pleasanton. The Saturday Morning Beginner
Road Ride takes place each Saturday at 8 a.m.
This ride is for those new to cycling, who
haven’t been on their bike in a while or just
want to ride at a slower pace. Rides will
generally be 12 - 15mph, 20 - 25 miles and
no more than two hours. Please e-mail
rides@cyclepath.com if you plan to attend.

The Sunday Morning Road Ride departs
the shop Sunday at 8 a.m. While all levels of
cyclists are welcome to attend, this group
tends to ride further (typically 30-35 miles
with some climbing). Routes vary weekly
and last approximately two to three hours.
Riders warm up together and split into
smaller groups based on skill level (A - 60
miles, B - 35-40 miles, C -25 - 30 miles).

Every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Cyclepath hosts
a Group Mountain Ride. Even number months
(June, August) the group rides at Lake
Chabot. During odd months (July, Septem-
ber) the group rides the Pleasanton Ridge.
This ride lasts approximately two hours.
Riders should be in good fitness, have a well-
adjusted, safe mountain bike and general
knowledge of bike handling skills. In June,
meet the Cyclepath group at the Lake Chabot
Ranger station.

All group ride participants are encour-
aged to bring water, a snack, spare tube and
pump. For more information call 925-485-
3218 or visit www.cyclepath.com.

Run San Ramon
On the 4th of July, the annual Run San

Ramon will be held. It is an event for
everyone: 3K Fun Walk; 5K Run/Walk; and
10K Run. Proceeds from Run San Ramon
will benefit the City of San Ramon’s com-
munity programs.

All three courses feature flat, fast, and
paved surfaces, running throughout the moni-
tored streets in the Bishop Ranch area of San
Ramon (East of 680). Commemorative T-
shirts go out to all participants. Start/Finish
line features beverages, fruit, snacks, ice
cream, booths, and the ever-popular wading
fountain, as well as the awards ceremony,
following the race.

The Mayor’s Cup will be awarded to the
winning pre-registered San Ramon resident,
male and female (5K and 10K). Trophies will
go to the top male, female, and team finishers
of each 5K and 10K race. Medals will be given
three deep in designated age groups for both
5K and 10K male and female participants (5-
8, 9-12, 13-15, 16-19, 20-24, to 85+).

Entry fees: Pre-Registration: All events
per person: $25.00 All events per person
family rate: $20.00 per person (3 or more
people, must register at the same time)

Race-day Registration: All events per
person: $30.00

Check-in and race day registration will be
open at 6:30 a.m., at the San Ramon Com-
munity Center 12501 Alcosta Blvd. (East
side of 680), in San Ramon—same location
of the races’ start and finish lines. The 10K
Run will start at 8:15 a.m., with the 3K Fun
Walk and 5K Run / Walk beginning at 8:20
a.m.

 For more Run San Ramon information
and/or an application, contact the San Ramon
Parks & Community Services, Brad Morris
(925) 973-3367 or bmorris@sanramon.ca.gov
or visit www.SanRamon.ca.gov. Timing
and results of the Run San Ramon will be
provided by On Your Mark Events
www.onyourmarkevents.com.

Track and Field
5th Annual Subbantam Championships

will be held June 28 at Granada High School,
400 Wall St., Livermore. Registration is at
8 a.m.; the meet begins at 10 a.m.

This Track and Field Meet of the Pacific
Association features athletes who  were born
in the year 2000 or later.

Athletes must be capable of contesting
their event efficiently. Exceptionally young
children cannot be allowed to participate in
the longer races and most of the field events.
The high jump is offered for the first time for
our 7 and 8 year olds. The shot put will be
4 pounds for this track meet instead of the
regulation 6 pounds used for the Bantam age
group.

  For information, contact Joanne Slaton-
Camargo at pa.youthchair@yahoo.com or
call at (510) 879-8642 or (510) 430-8223 or
Maria Castillo at
pa.youth_officialschair@yahoo.com or (707)
648-3423.

Awards for this track meet are medals 1-
3 and ribbons 4-8 in each heat or flight.  Each
athlete will also receive a Sub-Bantam track
meet T-shirt at the start of the track meet.
Entry fee is $8 per athlete.

Golf Tournament
The Pleasanton Lions Club is sponsor-

ing the 1st annual Michelle Lucia-Varleta
Golf Tournament. It will be held Fri., July
25 at the Las Positas Golf Course in Liver-
more.

All proceeds will go to the Michelle
Lucia-Varleta fund to aid in her fight with
breast cancer and the alternative treatments
available that are not covered by medical
insurance.

Check-in for the tournament is 11 a.m.
This is a 4 person scramble that includes a
19th hole challenge. Cost is $150 per person,
which includes golf, snacks, dinner and a golf
gift. Hole sponsors, raffle donations and
silent auction donations are needed.

For information, contact Steve Marvel at
260-2314, smarvel@pacbell.net or Deanna
Varleta at 577-6769, dvarleta@comcast.net.

Summer is here. With the hot-
ter temperatures and drier days
can come fire danger. Rangers of
the Livermore Area Recreation
and Park District monitor park
conditions regularly to deter-
mine the likelihood of a fire start-
ing in the parks. On extreme fire
danger days, the District will
close open space parks such as
Sycamore Grove and Veterans
Parks. Park closures are done to
protect both the park, and more
importantly, park visitors.

LARPD Park Rangers use a
hand-held weather-monitoring
device called a Kestrel 3000 to
measure temperature, wind speed
and relative humidity. Rangers
look for certain combinations of
temperature, humidity and wind
speed to determine when to close
a park. Conditions for a fire clo-
sure occur when: Relative hu-
midity (RH) is 10 percent or less;
the temperature is between 80
and 89 F and RH is 15 percent or
less; the temperature is between
90 and 99 F and RH is 20 per-
cent or less; the temperature is

higher than 100 F and the RH is
25 percent or less.

If the wind speed is 20 miles
per hour or greater, the next
higher humidity level is used for
the criteria because wind can
have a strong effect on fire dan-
ger and active fires. LARPD will
also close a park if advised to do
so by the Alameda County Fire
Department.

Parks will reopen the follow-
ing morning because of cooler
temperatures at night and mois-
ture coming inland from the Bay.
Rangers monitor park conditions
in the morning and throughout
hot days to determine fire dan-
ger and possible closures.

In the event of a closure,
LARPD Rangers will patrol the
park to make sure it is empty of
visitors, hang closure signs at
park entrances, close gates and
periodically patrol the area to
keep visitors away and observe
for dangerous conditions.

On high fire danger days,
LARPD will close Sycamore
Grove Regional Park and Veter-

ans Park. The upper portion of
Holdener Park may also be
closed. Guided ranger programs
such as Brushy Peak hikes and
summer camp activities in the
open space parks would continue
as planned.

At the start of the season, park
staff mowed large swaths through
the grass in places to make fires
easier to defend against and to
provide a safety zone for the
public in case of a fire. A grass
fire can burn up to speeds of 30
to 35 miles per hour, making an
escape difficult.

The public is advised to call
ahead on hot, dry days to check
park conditions and make sure a
park is open for use. The LARPD

Ranger Office can be reached at
925-960-2400.

Parks to Close During High Fire Danger
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May Ethalene Foster
Pleasanton resident May

Ethalene Foster died June 17,
2008.

She was born May 25, 1909
in New Iberia LA; one of 12 chil-
dren. She was married to Hollis
Foster (who died in WWII in En-
gland) and raised her 3 children
daughter Jean Bouette, and sons
Hollis Jr. and John Errol Foster,
in New Orleans LA. She cared for
her mother until her death and
then moved to CA to live with
her daughter. While living with
her daughter she traveled
throughout the US. In 1981 she
went to live with her son John
Errol. She was a great help to both
families in assisting with the rais-
ing of her grandchildren. She
liked to sew, do puzzles, play
cards, and bingo. At the age of
85 she moved out on her own to
the Orinda Senior Center and
thoroughly enjoyed her indepen-
dence. She spent 10 good years
there and then moved to the
Pleasanton Guest home and fi-
nally to the Redwood Convales-
cent Home in Castro Valley.

She is survived by her sister
Beaulah Hatfield of New Orleans
LA,  daughter Jean, sons Hollis
Jr and John Errol,  daughter-in-
law Jackie Foster,  12 grandchil-
dren,19 great-grandchildren, and
many loving nieces and neph-
ews.

Viewing will be on Sunday
June 29 from 12-4pm at the Gra-
ham Hitch Mortuary, 4167 First
St., Pleasanton. Funeral services
are on Monday June 30 at 10am
at St. Augustines Church, 3999
Bernal Ave.

In lieu of flowers please have
a mass send in Rememberance of
May at St. Augustine Catholic
Church.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Tricia Lynn Hillyer
Tricia Lynn Hiller left this

world on June 10, 2008 follow-
ing a battle with cancer.

She is survived by her hus-
band Walter, son and daughter-
in-law Gary and Sheila Brown

and their daughter Krystal
Brown; daughter and son-in-law
Melanie and Ethan Romer and
their children Ashlyn, Sarah and
Rachel.

Tricia will be missed for her
pleasantness, love of life, good
humor and all the well being of
her life here on earth. She will
live on in spirit and laughter.

Her family would like to thank
all of those who had the oppor-
tunity to meet Tricia and let her
be a part of their lives.

Richard Claassen
Richard S. (Dick) Claassen

passed away at home on June 16,
2008 at the age of 86.

He was born in Ithaca, NY to
Peter W. and Evelyn S. Claassen
and was preceded in death by his
sister Sarah C. Severinghaus. He
is survived by his wife of 63
years, Ruth Leonard Claassen;
his son Peter W. Claassen; two
daughters, Ann Claassen and Sa-
rah D. Claassen; son-in-law Mark
T. Darlington; and two grand-
daughters, Kate and Liza
Darlington.

Dick obtained his bachelor’s
degree from Cornell University,
a Master’s in Physics from Co-
lombia University, and a Doctor-
ate in Nuclear Physics from the
University of Minnesota. In 1952
he began a distinguished career
with Sandia National Laborato-
ries in Albuquerque, NM. In 1982,
he and Ruth moved to Califor-
nia where he served five years as
head of Sandia’s Livermore
branch before retiring in 1987.
In 2002, Dick and Ruth moved
to Spring Lake Village in Santa
Rosa.

Dick was a man of many tal-
ents and enthusiasms, including
skiing, golfing, woodworking,
Barbershop singing, and travel.
He was a devoted husband, fa-
ther and he used his considerable
intelligence, energy and leader-
ship skills to make significant
contributions to each commu-
nity of which he was a part. He
will be remembered with much
admiration, gratitude and love.

Memorial service will be held
at a later date.

Police Teen Academy
The Pleasanton Police Department

is accepting applications from Pleasan-
ton youth for its annual Summer Teen
Citizens’ Police Academy, a three-week
program beginning July 15.  This will
be the sixth Teen Academy class the
Department has presented and a limited
number of openings are available for
enrollment.

The Teen Citizens’ Academy strives
to develop stronger partnerships be-
tween the City’s Police and its youth.
Participants will have an opportunity to
learn about law enforcement proce-
dures from the officers themselves.
Topics will include such things as Pa-
trol Procedures, Communications,
SWAT, Narcotics Investigations, Juve-
nile Traffic Issues, K-9’s, Evidence
Collection and Animal Services.

 The Academy is offered free of
charge to local high school students,
generally between the ages of 14 and
18.  This program consists of five
consecutive classes, held Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons from 3:00 p.m.
until 5:30 p.m., beginning Tuesday,
July 15, and concluding with a gradu-
ation dinner on Tuesday, July 31.

Interested Pleasanton teens can ob-
tain an application, as well as additional
information, by coming into the front
counter of the Police Department or by
calling one of the Academy Coordina-
tors, CSO Shannon Revel at (925) 931-
5240 or Officer Ken McNeill at (925)
931-5233.

4th of July Volunteers
The Livermore Area Recreation

and Park District is looking for volun-
teers to help with this year’s Fourth of
July Celebration. This year marks the
25th anniversary of LARPD’s largest
event. Volunteers are needed to work
pedestrian entrance gates, beverage
booths and the hat booth and hat pa-
rade.

All volunteers will receive free en-
trance for a carload into the event. In
addition, all volunteers who work six
hours or more will receive a free meal
as part of their shift. Paid positions are
also available for a minimum of six
hours.

The Fourth of July Celebration vol-
unteer hours run from 3:30 to 9:30
p.m., with various increments of times.
All positions will work at Robertson
Park, 3200 Robertson Park Road, Liv-
ermore. Assignments will be on a first-
come, first-served basis, so early sign-
ups are encouraged. Those working
the pedestrian entrance gates will not
miss the fireworks.

Volunteer registration will be taken
through Friday, June 27. For more
information or to sign up, call Katrina
Hole at 925-373-5748.

Canyoneering Canceled
A slide show on "canyoneering"

planned for Thurs., June 26 at 8 p.m.
at Sunrise Mountain Sports in Liver-
more has been canceled.  For informa-
tion, call 447-8330.

Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical So-
ciety meets Tuesday, July 8, at 7:30pm. at
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada
Court, Pleasanton. The speaker is Marcia
Murray Holstrom whose topic is “Using
Maps in Genealogy”. Investigating migra-
tion, land ownership, family relationships,
etc. can be furthered through map research.
Visitors are welcome, no charge. Map to the
meeting site: www.L-AGS.org/maps/PLS-
BethEmek.html.

Livermore Public Library board meets
7 p.m. Thurs., June 26 at the Civic Center
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda
will be posted at the library 72 hours prior to
the meeting.

Domestic Violence Support Group is
currently held at the Tri-Valley Haven for
Women in Livermore Thursdays 5 to 6:30
p.m. Survivors will be able to address issues
or abuse in relationships. There will be a fee
of $40 for every eight weeks, or based on a
sliding scale. For information and registra-
tion, contact Elizabeth at 667-2799.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., June 28, 32 miles Moraga-
Orinda loop, meet 10 a.m. at the start of
Lafayette-Moraga trail, Randy Huey, 518-
8439. Sun., June 29, 35 miles from Danville
to North Gate and back through South Gate,
meet 9 a.m. at Railroad Museum in Danville,
Barbara Burger, 997-1325. Mon., July 30, 25
miles from Shannon Center in Dublin, fig-
ure-8 loop through Dublin and San Ramon,
meet 6 p.m. Gary Lusso, 324-4842. Wed.,
July 3, 25 miles meandering ride from
Shannon Center through Dublin, San Ramon
and Dougherty Valley, meet 6 p.m., Gary
Lusso, 324-4842. Anyone planning to go on
a ride is asked to call the leader for details on
where to meet and what to bring.

Livermore Solar Electricity Group,
Thursday, June 26 Akeena Solar and SunRun
information about the community plan to go
solar this summer at the Livermore Farmers
Market. Sponsored by Livermore Solar Elec-
tricity Group (more details at our web page
LivermoreSolarElectricityGroup.com).

Livermore Solar Electricity Group,
Saturday, June 28 Akeena Solar and SunRun
seminar about our community plan to go
solar this summer. Time: 11 a.m. at the
Livermore Community Center. Sponsored
by Livermore Solar Electricity Group (more
details at our web page
LivermoreSolarElectricityGroup.com).

Tri-Valley Lock & Key & Dance Party,
Friday, July 11, 8pm, at the Pleasanton

Mitchell Katz Medals
Mitchell Katz Winery has earned

top awards at two wine competitions.
At the 2008 Orange County Fair

Wine Competition, two gold medals
were awarded, one to the 2006 Petite
Sirah, Falling Star Vineyard; and a
second to 2004 Tawney Port, Walker
Ranch. Bronze medals went to 2006
Syrah, Clark's Corner; 2006 Petite Sirah,
Ruby Hill Vineyard; and 2006 Syrah,
Nelson's Nook.

At the California State Fair, the
winery earned two best of class desig-
nations. The 2004 Tawney Port, Walker
Ranch received a silver medal and was
named best of class; the 2006 Zinfandel,
Ruby Hill Vineyard earned a bronze
medal and best of class.

Other state fair medals were: 2006
Merlot, Falling Star Vineyard, bronze;
2006 Petite Sirah, Falling Star Vine-
yard; silver; 2006 Syrah, Clark's Cor-
ner, silver; and 2006 Petite Sirah, Ruby
Hill Vineyard, silver.

Bus to the Fair
From now through Sunday, July 6,

2008, Wheels will provide bus service
to the Alameda County Fair from the
Dublin/Pleasanton BART Station and
the Livermore Transit Center.

Fair-goers coming in on BART will
be directed to Wheels’ regularly-sched-
uled eastbound Route 10 bus just out-
side the BART fare gates. The bus,
which runs approximately every 15
minutes from BART, will let passen-
gers off at Peters Avenue/Division,
with drivers announcing the stop in
advance. From there, riders can take
the free Wheels’ shuttle or take short,
quarter-mile walk – marked with direc-
tion signs – to the Fairgrounds.

Livermore residents can also leave
their cars at home and catch Wheels’
Route 10 from the downtown Liver-
more Transit Center, along Railroad
Avenue and Stanley Boulevard, to the
Peters Avenue/St. Mary’s stop with a
short walk to transfer to the free Wheels
Fair shuttle to the fairgrounds. Ample
free parking is available at the Liver-
more Parking Garage adjacent to the
Transit Center, located at 2500 Rail-
road Avenue, Livermore.

To return, Board the free Wheels
Fair shuttle at the bus stop located in
front of the Fair Administration build-
ing and transfer to a regularly-sched-
uled westbound Wheels Route 10 bus
at the corner of Peters Avenue/St
Mary’s, a short walk from the shuttle
stop; to Livermore transfer to a regu-
larly-scheduled eastbound Wheels
Route 10 bus at the corner of Peters
Avenue/St. Mary Street.

For service to the fair, the regular
adult /student cash fare is $1.75 per
one-way trip. Children under 6 years of
age ride free with a paying adult. The
fare is just 85¢ for Seniors (age 65 and
over) and Disabled passengers (with a
valid RTC Discount card). BART Plus
or WHEELS Business Club passes ac-
cepted. Fair-goers should visit
www.wheelsbus.com or call (925) 455-
7500 to view the Route 10 schedule.

Ohlone Way
The Way of the Ohlone is the nature

program offered by the Livermore
Area Recreation and Park District ranger
staff on Sat., June 28. Meet Ranger
Daren Segur at 2 p.m. at Veterans Park.

Learn what was it like to have lived
in the Livermore Valley before the
Europeans came. How did the native
people feed themselves, get married or
heal themselves when they were sick?
Catch a glimpse of the daily life of the
original inhabitants of the area and
unlock the secrets of the Ohlone way.
The group will look at some of the
plants and animals the Ohlone de-
pended on and some of the tools they
used. Appropriate for ages 5 and up.

A $2 donation is requested to sup-
port the programs, along with a $3
parking fee at Sycamore Grove and
Veterans parks. For more information,
call the LARPD Ranger Office at 925-
960-2400.

Forgive for Good
Fred Luskin, Author of “Forgive

for Good” will be at the Livermore
Public Library on June 29.

Forgiveness is the prescription for
health and happiness.  Luskin’s ground
breaking approach offers insights into
the healing powers and medical ben-
efits of forgiveness.

 Fred Luskin is the Co-Director of
the Stanford-Northern Ireland HOPE
project, an ongoing series of work-
shops and research projects that inves-
tigates the effectiveness of his forgive-
ness methods on the victims of political
violence.  He currently works as a
Senior Fellow at the Stanford Center on
Conflict and Negotiation.

This free event will be presented on
Sunday, June 29 at 2 pm at the Liver-
more Public Library Civic Center, 1188
S. Livermore Avenue. The Friends of
the Livermore Library has underwrit-
ten this program as part of the Friends
Authors and Arts Series.   For additional
events, check the library’s website at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us.

Adult Education
Livermore Adult Education is looking

for instructors for the fall in the following
areas: Art classes - water soluble oils, char-
coal, collage, colored pencil, abstract art;
dance - jazz, hip-hop, country, ballroom; Tai-
Chi, eBay buying and selling, digital movie
making, art history.

Other ideas are welcome. Teachers need
not have a credential. Please call 925-606-
4722 for additional information.

Marriott (formerly Crowne Plaza), 11950
Dublin Canyon Road, Pleasanton. Open to
single professionals of all ages. Women
receive locks; men keys. The fun comes when
you match them up. Gosse is the author of
eight books on the subject of dating. The cost
of the party is $20 at the door, which includes
both the Lock & Key Mixer and the Dance
Party, featuring a DJ . This event is sponsored
by The Society of Single Professionals
Anyone wishing more information may call
415/507-9962 or visit
www.ThePartyHotline.com.

Amador Valley Quilt Guild meets
Saturday, July 12, at 1:30 p.m. at the
Pleasanton Middle School, 5001 Case Av-
enue, Pleasanton. Quilt teacher Marion
Coleman will talk about African quilts.
Beginning at 12:30 there will be a lemonade
social. Bring lunch, lemonade and cookies
provided. The guild is a nonprofit educa-
tional association for quilters of all skill
levels. Anyone interested in quilting may
attend. For further information about the
guild or upcoming speakers, please visit our
website, http://amadorvalleyquilters.org

Dementia: Communication Skills for
Caregivers will take place at the Livermore
Public Library - Civic Center Library on
Wed., July 2, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. Theresa
Cleaver, Community Educator from the
ValleyCare Health System Legends pro-
gram, will present techniques for effectively
and compassionately communicating with a
person with dementia. The Legends program
aims to enhance senior health and promote
greater awareness of the aging process. Adults
are invited to this free program in the Liver-
more Public Library Community Rooms,
1188 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. For
additional information please call (925) 373-
5500.

Bay Friendly Garden Tour, seeks
residential gardens in Alameda County to
feature in the 6th annual spring garden tour.
Apply on line at www.BayFriendly.org or
call 510-444-SOIL to receive an application.
Deadline to return application is Aug. 4,
2008. Tour date is Dun., April 26, 2009.
Information contact Jeanne Nader at
jnader@stopwaste.org or 510-891-6500.

The Bush Crimes Commission Hear-
ings will be shown at 7 p.m. on Sat., June
28 at the IBEW Hall; 6250 Village Parkway,
Dublin. This film records an international
tribunal, where a parade of government offi-
cials & others testified regarding: 1. Wars of
aggression; 2. Torture & indefinite deten-
tion; 3. Attacks on global AIDS programs;
4. Destruction of the global environment; 5.
Response to Hurricane Katrina, before, dur-
ing, and after. Meet & greet begins at 6:30
PM, while a short discussion follows the
film. This event is wheelchair accessible,
open to the public, free ($3.00 donations

accepted), & refreshments are served. For
further information, call 925-462-3459.

Child Care Links is hosting a “Healthy
Summer Kick-Off” event. Bounce U, 7073
Commerce Circle, Pleasanton, is a safe and
comfortable indoor facility, filled with giant
inflatable structures. Space is limited so
register early. For children ages 2 and up. No
Cost for this workshop. 9:30 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. on June 30, July 28, and Aug. 18.

Sons In Retirement (SIR), Livermore
Branch 121, meets Tues., July 1 at the
Doubletree Club Hotel in Springtown at 11
a.m. Lunch at 11:30 a.m. with a guest speaker
to follow. The meeting begins with a social
hour and includes a luncheon, speaker and
business meeting. There are no dues or
membership fees; open to men retired from
gainful occupation. Programs including golf,
bowling, hiking, bridge, touring, travel and
just socializing. For a reservation and intro-
duction, call Bob Wood at 373-6064.

RELIGION
Women’s Conference, Design 4 Liv-

ing, June 27 and 28th, Cornerstone Fellow-
ship in Livermore. Christian Comedian
Chonda Pierce. The Design 4 Living Confer-
ence 2008 “Live Like It’s Real,” will also
feature: Debbie Alsdorf, best selling Chris-
tian author and founder of Design 4 Living
Ministries; Lysa Terkeurst, founder of the
Proverbs 31 Ministry and radio show host,
speaker and author; Jennifer Kennedy Dean,
teacher, speaker and author on the subject of
Prayer; Kelly Minter, author, songwriter,
worship leader, speaker and musician. 16
Saturday Breakout Sessions to choose from.
Tickets $78.00 includes lunch on Saturday.
Groups of 10 or more $68.00 each. For all
women 18 and up. Cornerstone Fellowship
- 348 North Canyons Parkway, Livermore.
925-447-3465. Register at: http://
l i v e r m o r e . c o r n e r s t o n e w e b . o r g /
design4living.

Grief support, meetings on the second
and fourth 7:30 p.m. Thursdays at St. Eliza-
beth Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr.,
Pleasanton. Meetings open to all, regardless
of religious orientation. Please call Joan at
828-6864 with questions.

Tri-Valley Unity Church,
Sunday’s sermon topic by guest speaker
Rev. Steve Maynard is “A Declaration
of Freedom and Love.” Service at 10
a.m. at the Radisson, 6680 Regional St.,
Dublin. All are welcome. (925) 829-
2733.

out to explore the grass, an en-
tourage of curious children
quickly formed behind him.

“One purpose of this exhibit
is to educate people about wild-
life,” said animal trainer Ashley
Wheeler, who spoke with a red
tail boa casually draped over her
shoulders. “Amphibians and rep-
tiles generally don’t make good
pets. That’s how most of our ani-
mals came to us. We also hope to
promote conservation.”

Pacific Animal Productions is
based in Fallbrook, in San Diego

County. Their animal “partners,”
which include a monkey, chin-
chilla, talking parrot, alligator,
and fennec fox, among others,
live on a four-acre avocado
ranch. Pacific puts on animal
shows all over Southern Califor-
nia, and during the summer takes
its show on the road all over the
Western United States in a tem-
perature-controlled travel trailer.
For more information see
www.pacificanimalproductions.com.

For a thrilling display of ca-
nine prowess, catch the Dawgin

Frisbee Dogs show that takes
place three to four times a day in
the Action Zone. The beautiful
Frisbee dogs leap, flip, and twist
through the air—and never let a
Frisbee drop.

The best part about all of
these activities—they are free
once you are inside the Fair-
grounds. The Alameda County
Fair runs through Sunday, July
6. For more information visit
www.alamedacountyfair.com/
2008fair.

FAIR
(continued from page one)

Zone 7 Water Agency general
manager Jill Duerig told the
board of directors that she appre-
ciated the thought of unani-
mously voting her a 2 percent
merit pay bonus, but turned it
down.

The bonus, based on her
2007-08 salary of $205,000
would have been about $4100.
Her salary also includes about an
$800 monthly stipend to cover
her own auto expenses for at-
tending Bay Area meetings. She
did receive a 3 percent cost of
living raise, going into 2008-09,
which brings her annual com-
pensation to approximately
$211,000.

The board evaluates salaries
by looking at pay in comparable
districts. There are higher paid
executives in those districts, said
information officer Bonnie
Brewer.

Directors voted after a closed
session June 18 to give her the
bonus. However, Duerig said that
the agency is going through a
period of belt-tightening, and
many people are also having
trouble in this national economic
period, so she declined.

During the open session,
president Bill Stevens an-
nounced that the board found
Duerig’s performance during the
past review year, which ended in

Zone 7 Manager Turns Down Bonus
May, to be outstanding. Board
vice president Sarah Palmer made
a motion to grant Duerig the bo-
nus, and director Dick Quigley
seconded it.

During the regular meeting,
the board voted to approve con-
tracts for work on a pipeline that
will carry water from wells near
the chain of lakes, close to El
Charro Road. The wells were dug
during the winter, and are the first
two of a possible five wells in
the vicinity. The pipeline will
have 4300 feet of 36-inch diam-
eter pipe and almost 2000 feet of
14-inch pipe. The line will con-
nect the new wells to the cross-
valley pipeline at El Charro Road
and Interstate 580.

The lowest of the nine bidders,
Marques Construction, was
awarded the contract on its bid
of $2.1 million. The highest bid
was $3.2 million. Zone 7’s esti-
mate about potential cost was
$2.8 million.

The Covello Group was
awarded a contract for $1 million
for construction management
services on the pipeline and the
two wells. The cost includes a 10
percent contingency factor. Zone
7 sent out requests for proposals,
and negotiated with Covello
over costs and services.

Another firm, ECO:LOGIC
Engineering Inc. was given a

contract for management support
services on the construction for
$900,000, including a 10 percent
contingency allowance.  Zone 7
preferred the firm, because it was
the designer of the first phase of
the pipeline and the two wells.
The familiarity will help
ECO:LOGIC  in working with the
construction firm, assistant gen-
eral manager Kurt Arends told the
Independent. Support services
include such things as document
reviews, construction observa-
tion and support, and project
management.

Before the meeting began,
staff and past board members and
general managers gathered in a
tribute to Jim Concannon, who
leaves the board at the end of the
month, after 24 years of service.
The event brought together ev-
eryone who has been a general
manager at Zone 7 — Mun Mar,
Jim Dixon, Dale Myers, and the
current general manager, Jill
Duerig.

Past board members in atten-
dance included Margaret Tracy,
Livermore vice-mayor John
Marchand, and Sandy Figuers,
who will take a seat on the board
in July, after a 10-year absence.
Myers also was elected to the
board June 3, when incumbent
Dick Quigley was re-elected.
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The Dorian Michael/Kenny Blackwell duo brings its well-sea-
soned instruments for an evening of heartfelt music in wide-ranging
styles.

The benefit concert is set for 7 pm Saturday, July 10, at Our Sav-
ior Lutheran Church, 3185 S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. Proceeds
will benefit the Livermore Rotary Club’s Music Scholarship Fund.

Dorian Michael has been a working guitarist for 40 years, mov-
ing easily through all genres—folk, blues, jazz and rock and roll,
from honky-tonk electric guitar to fingerstyle acoustic.

Mandolinist Kenny Blackwell studied with Jethro Burns before
moving to California. . He’s a member of the famed Laurel Canyon
Ramblers, and has played mandolin and guitar for TV and movie
scores.

Blackwell and Dorian met by chance in a music store in San Luis
Obispo, and eventually joined forces. Blackwell wanted to play
outside the bluegrass genre for which he is well known, and Michael
was looking for a skillful musician who understood a wide variety
of roots music.

Two acts will open: local favorites Richard Streeter, guitar, and
Albert Robles, percussion; and 17-year-old guitarist/singer Frankie
Miller.

Tickets at $15 general, $11 students are available at Fine Fretted
Friends, 2181 First St., Livermore, or at the door.

The sounds, sights and words
of jazz will be featured during the
month of July, as the Livermore
Public Library presents Jazz in
July, a series of free events around
this lively genre of music.

The series kicks off on Sun-
day, July 6 at 2pm with Jazz Talk
Quartet with Guido Fazio.  Saxo-
phonist Guido Fazio and his
quartet perform contemporary
and traditional jazz, as well as
original compositions.  Guido is
a San Francisco Bay Area native
and has played professionally
since 1968.  Along with compos-
ing and arranging for big band,
he has backed celebrities such as
Mel Torme, Steve Allen, Wayne
Newton, Phil Woods, and Poncho
Sanchez.  He has co-authored a
book on jazz improvisation tech-
nique with the late jazz guitarist
Warren Nunes.

On Sunday, July 13 at 2pm
there will be an afternoon of his-
toric classic jazz performances on
film presented by master archi-
vist Mark Cantor at Mark
Cantor’s Giants of Jazz on Film.
A well-known authority on the

The Doors Legacy Band will perform a special concert in Pleas-
anton on Saturday, July 12, at 8 p.m.

The concert will take place at the Amador Theater, located at
1155 Santa Rita Road on the Amador Valley High School campus
in Pleasanton. The event is a program of City of Pleasanton Civic
Arts Presents.

The Doors Legacy Band celebrates the music of one of America’s
most influential rock bands. They combine elements of music, the-
ater and poetry in every show, transporting audiences in time to the
Whiskey a Go Go club in Los Angeles in 1967.

The band consists of keyboardist Chris Cundy, guitarist John
Sanders, drummer Drew Fleming and vocalist Jon “JIM” Foster.
With combined 50 years musical experience, they are committed to
recreating the “Doors experience” as accurately as possible. Their
summer 2008 tour schedule includes some 27 appearances through-
out the western United States.

All tickets to The Door Legacy Band concert are $18. They may
be purchased online at www.civicartstickets.org up to three hours
prior to the performance, by phone at (925) 931-3444, or in person
at the Amador Theater Box Office Monday through Friday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., and for two hours prior to the performance.  Group
discounts are available.

subject of jazz on film and pro-
fessional educator,  Cantor has
served as a consultant in the pro-
duction of many documentaries
and feature film presentations, as
well as books and magazine ar-
ticles related to music on film,
and has been seen in dozens of
presentations including the
Academy Award-nominated “A
Great Day in Harlem” and Ken
Burns’s documentary “Jazz.”

Continuing on July 20 at 2pm,
the Jazz in July series next fea-
tures Mary Fettig’s Brazilian
Footprints cooking up some hot
Brazilian jazz.  Mary Fettig’s sto-
ried career as a saxophonist and
flutist began when she was asked
by Stan Kenton to be the first
woman instrumentalist in his
ground-breaking big band.  She
has continued a diverse record-
ing and touring career, including
stints with NPR’s Marian
McPartland, latin legend Tito
Puente, and Brazilian icons Flora
Purim and Airto Moreira.

Concluding the month of
events will be Secrets of Jazz
Improvisation.    Las Positas in-
structors Cindy Browne
Rosefield, Frederic Zimmerman
and Tim Devine will unlock the
mystery of improvisation.

All events take place at the
Livermore Public Library - Civic
Center at 1188 S. Livermore Av-
enue.  The Friends of the Liver-
more Library has underwritten
this program as part of the Friends
Authors and Arts Series.   For ad-
ditional events, check the
library’s website at:
www.livermore.lib.ca.us.

For more information, please
contact Joyce Nevins at (925)
373-5500 extension 5577.

Concert Benefits Rotary Foundation's
Music Scholarship Fund

Dorian Michael/Kenny Blackwell duo to perform.

Jazz in July at the Library

Band to Play Concert Featuring Music
of The Doors at Amador Theater

The Concerts at Wente Vine-
yards present country superstar
Clint Black on July 22.

Black has scheduled only
two California dates, with Wente
Vineyards as the exclusive show
in the San Francisco Bay Area.
Black’s U.S. tour follows the
February release of his newest
single, a rendition of  The Hol-
lies’ “Long Cool Woman.”

Tickets may be purchased
from the Wente Vineyards Box
Office at (925) 456-2424, or
online at www.ticketmaster.com.

Thursday Night Music at The Restau-
rant at Wente Vineyards 6pm to
9pm, with performers changing
weekly.   125th Anniversary Prix
Fixe Dinner served nightly, $125
per couple, $62.50 per person, ex-
cluding tax, gratuity. The Restaurant
at Wente Vineyards, 5050 Arroyo
Road, Livermore. For reservations
call (925) 456-2400.

Rumours, Pleasanton Playhouse pro-
duction, June 6-29. 8 p.m. Fri. and
Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Studio Theatre,
1048 Serpentine Lane, Suite 309,
Pleasanton. 462-2121.
www.pleasantonplayhouse.com.

Garré Winery Vineyard Nights Live
Music on the Patio: schedule: June
27: Chubby Puppies, soulful struc-
ture with funk/jazz influence. Wine,
beer, appetizers or dinner; restaurant
open 6pm, music 7-10pm. $15pp
minimum. Indoor seating available.
For more information contact Garré
Winery, 7986 Tesla Rd, Livermore.
371.8200. www.garrewinery.com.

Myths for Modern Times, Pleasanton
artist Elaine Drew’s paintings, illus-
trating a modern mythology, are on
display at Brushes Fine Art Gallery
May 24 through August 7.  21001
San Ramon Valley Blvd., in the San
Ramon Dental Center, Gateway Cen-
ter Mall. Elaine Drew works in the
medieval painting techniques of egg
tempera and gold leaf. Gallery hours:
10-6 Tues. through Thurs. and 9-2
Sat. Call 829-0994.

Part II “Previewing Summer
Shakespeare” 7-8:30 pm Monday,
June 30. Presenters will focus on the
upcoming Livermore Shakespeare
Festival’s summer productions of
“Twelfth Night” and “The Compleat
Works of WllmShkspr (abridged).”
$10 fee. To register, go to
w w w . l a s p o s i t a s c o l l e g e . e d u /
communityed, call (925) 424-1467.
The classes will be held in the 2400
building - room 2470. Students
should park in lot E. While prereg-
istration is helpful, students may reg-
ister the night of the class. For more
information about the shows go to
or call 925-443-BARD (2273).

Summer Dinner and Movie at Wente
Vineyards, Mon., June 30, "Jurrasic
Park;"  Mon., July 14, "Charlotte's
Web;”   Mon., July 28, "Elf (Christ-
mas In July);”  Mon., Aug. 18, "Back
To The Future;”  Mon., Aug. 25,  "No
Reservations;"  Mon., Sept. 8, "Happy
Gilmore,"  Cafe 6:30pm, Movie -
Twilight The Lawn at Wente Vine-
yards. www.wentevineyards.com.

Tuesday Tunes, each Tuesday from
June 3rd -Oct. 14th 6pm-9pm June-
Sept., 5pm-8pm Sept. & Oct. Free
live music at the Flag Pole Plaza &
Livermore Plaza, presented by Liv-
ermore Downtown, Inc.
www.livermoredowntown.com.

The Concerts at Wente Vineyards
2008; Schedule: July 8th: Chris Isaak;
July 21st: Lynyrd Skynyrd; July
22nd: Clint Black; July 30th: Boz
Scaggs; July 31st: Lyle Lovett; Aug.
4th: Frankie Valli & The Four Sea-
sons; Aug. 5th: Huey Lewis & The
News; Aug. 20th: Dana Carvey; Aug.
28th: Chicago; Sept. 2nd: Bonnie
Raitt; Sept. 3rd: Willie Nelson;  Sept.
17th: Foreigner. Choose either a four-
course dinner in the award-winning
The Restaurant at Wente Vineyards,
followed by reserved, stage-front
seating, or a gourmet buffet-style
dinner at tables of ten on the lawn.  To
find out more information about
The Concerts, visit
w w w . w e n t e v i n e y a r d s . c o m /
concert.asp or call (925) 456-2424.
Tickets are also available at
www.ticketmaster.com.

Brigadoon, Diablo Light Opera Com-
pany kicks off 50th anniversary cel-

Wente Only Bay
Area Stop for

Clint Black

ebration with the Diablo Symphony
performing Lerner and Loewe's first
major musical. 7 p.m. June 28, 2 p.m.
June 29 at Center for the Arts, 1601
Civic Dr., Walnut Creek. $20-$43.
943-7469, www.leshercenter.org,
www.dloc.org.

Charity concert fund-raiser Sat., June
28 at Wente Vineyards. Partnership
involving the Wente Family Estates
and Freshwater Haven, a nonprofit
human rights organization. Rock,
folk, classical music, jazz and other
genres. It will begin at 1 to 3 p.m. in
the Tesla Room of the Estate Winery,
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. Spe-
cial guest will be author and Tapes-
tries of Hope director Michealene
Cristini Risley, who will speak at the
event. Ticket donation levels are $25,
$100 and $500 to meet a fund-
raising goal of $10,000. Proceeds
from ticket sales go to the making of
Tapestries of Hope, a human rights
movie, whose partners include the
United Nations. The money will be
used to clear post production costs
and ready the film for premiere at a
film festival, as well as a high profile
distribution deal. Tickets at http://
shop.rawpp.com.

San Francisco Shakespeare Festival’s
Free Shakespeare in the Park pro-
duction of Pericles for three week-
ends beginning Saturday, June 28, at
7:30 p.m.  Performances will take
place Saturday and Sunday evenings
through July 13,  at Amador Valley
Community Park, 4301 Black Av-
enue, corner of Black Avenue and
Santa Rita Road. Pericles is the story
of a young man, Prince Pericles, who
embarks on an epic journey that
ultimately triumphs good over evil.
The cast of 11 actors portray numer-
ous roles and play live music
throughout the show, including folk,
country and bluegrass tunes. Admis-
sion is free.  City of Pleasanton Civic
Arts event. For more information,
call the Department of Parks & Com-
munity Services at (925) 931-5340.

Shakespeare, Tickets are now on sale
for Livermore Shakespeare Festival’s
summer productions running in rep-
ertory July 10 – August 2 at Concan-
non Vineyard, 4590 Tesla Road,
Livermore.  “The Compleat Works
of Wllm Shkspr (abridged) runs July
10 11, 12, 24, 26 and Aug. 1. “Twelfth
Night” runs July 17-20, 25, 27, 31
and Aug. 2. All performances begin
at 7:30 pm. Picnic grounds open at 6
pm. Tickets can be purchased at
(800) 838-3006 for $30/25, with
July 10 and 17 previews at $20, and
the July 11 gala opening at $50/$45.
For more information or to buy
online, go to
www.livermoreshakes.org.

Art under the Oaks, July 12 and 13,
Alden Lane Nursery, Livermore. Art
displays, demonstrations, entertain-
ment. Free admission. Livermore.

8th Annual Downtown Summer Wine
Stroll, 6-9 p.m. on Thursday, July
17, Pleasanton Downtown Associa-
tion event. Over 25 members of the
Livermore Valley Winegrowers As-
sociation will showcase their wines
throughout the downtown at various
locations.  Each guest will receive a
commemorative wine glass and event
map.   Only 1000 tickets are available
for $25 per person. They will be sold
in advance through Wednesday, July
16. Remaining tickets, if available at
$30 per person sold beginning at
5:45 p.m. on the day of the event in
front of the Museum on Main, 603
Main Street. For more information,
contact Nickie Hoppe at (925) 484-
2199.

World War II Stories and Recollec-
tions, July 17, An event in the Ed
Kinney Lecture Series. Presented by

local World War II veterans. At 7:00
p.m. at the Museum on Main, 603
Main Street, Pleasanton. Cost: $10
donation, $5 for museum members.
Reservations are recommended. For
reservations call 925-462-2766. In-
f o r m a t i o n :
www.museumonmain.org.

Beauty and the Beast, Pleasanton Play-
house musical production. July 18-
Aug. 3, 8 p.m. Fri. and Sat., 2 p.m.
Sun. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First
St., Livermore. 462-2121.
www.pleasantonplayhouse.com.
Ticket office open Monday through
Saturday from noon to 6:00 p.m.
9 2 5 - 3 7 3 - 6 8 0 0 ,
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Ohlone College Summerfest, A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the
Forum. Fri.-Sat. July 4-5, 8 p.m.;
Thurs.-Sat., July 10-12, 8 p.m. Pre-
sented under the stars at the Ohlone
College Amphitheatre. Pre-show din-
ner at 7pm. Please call in advance for
dinner reservations. Tickets adults
$20, with dinner $30; seniors/staff/
students $15/$25; youth under 12,
$10/$20. Smith Center at Ohlone
College, 43600 Mission Blvd., Fre-
mont. (510) 659-6031,
www.smithcenterpresents.com.
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Automotive Sales
People Wanted

We need 10 people who want to make
100k in the next 12 months.

Experienced preferred but will train
the right people. $6,000 guarantee for th

1st 90 days for training.

Call or apply online. 925-294-7700,
www.livermoreautogroup.com
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411059

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Accounting
Solutions of the Tri Valley, 1737
Whippoorwill St., Livermore
Ca 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner (s):
Suzanne C. Schorr, 1737
Whippoorwill St., Livermore
Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above on April 19, 2002.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Suzanne C. Schorr
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on May 20, 2008. Expires May
20, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2332. Publish June 5, 12, 19,
26, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411264

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Aqua Clean
Pool Service, 772 Wall Street,
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Standley Allen Phillips, 772
Wall Street, Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above on March 28, 2008
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Standley Allen Phillips
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on May 27, 2008. Expires May
27, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2333. Publish June 5, 12, 19,
26, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411798

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Solution
Transportation, 1929 Fiorio
Circle, Pleasanton Ca 94566
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Karen E. Sanchez, 1929 Fiorio
Circle, Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Karen E. Sanchez
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on June 6, 2008. Expires June
6, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2335. Publish June 12, 19, 26,
July 3, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411412

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:PRISM Inves-
tigations, 3909 Rockingham
Drive, Pleasanton Ca 94588
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Felipe Bautista Flores, 3909
Rockingham Drive, Pleasan-
ton Ca 94588
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above on May 13, 2003.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Felipe B. Flores
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on May 29, 2008. Expires May
29, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2336. Publish June 12, 19, 26,
July 3, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411151

The following person (s) do-
ing business as: Integrity Con-
struction, 1620 Arroyo Rd., Liv-
ermore CA 94550 is hereby

registered by the following
owner (s):
Pat Ansuini Jr., 1620 Arroyo
Rd., Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted by:
an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Pat Ansuini Jr.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on May 22, 2008. Expires May
22, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2337. Publish June 19, 26, July
3, 10, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411708

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Castle Com-
forts, 1891 2nd Street, Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Duthie Ventures, Inc., 1891
2nd Street, Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted by:
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above on March 25, 1994.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:James W. Duthie
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on June 5, 2008. Expires June
5, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2338. Publish June 19, 26, July
3, 10, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 412032-412033
The following person (s) do-
ing business as:1)Checkers
Catering, 2)Checkers Cater-
ing and Special Events, 83
Wright Brothers Avenue, Liv-
ermore Ca 94551 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Checkers Grill, 82 Wright Broth-
ers Avenue, Livermore CA
94551
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed
above on July 11, 2003.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Denise Slavitt
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on June 11, 2008. Expires
June 11, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2339. Publish June 19, 26, July
3, 10, 2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411811

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Bollinger Nail
Salon, 310 Main Street #D,
Pleasanton CA 94566 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Bollinger Nail Spa, Inc., 18080
San Ramon Valley Blvd., San
Ramon Ca 94583
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun

to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Minh Nguyen
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on June 6, 2008. Expires June
6, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2340. Publish June 19. 26, July
3, 10, 2008

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411341

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Pleasanton
Spa Parties, 4326 Diavila Ave.,
Pleasanton CA 94588 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Debra Ann Cardella, 4326
Diavila Ave., Pleasanton Ca
94588
Laura Jewel Roy, 5780
Highbluff Terrace, Pleasanton
Ca 94588
This business is conducted
by:a General partnership
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Debra Ann Cardella and
Laura J. Roy
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on May 28, 2008. Expires May
28, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2341. Publish June 26, July 3,
10, 17, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 412009

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:BayPay, Inc.,
1479 Chaparral Way, Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Bay Valley Payroll Profession-
als, Inc., 1479 Chaparral Way,
Livermore Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jesse W. Montoya
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on June 11, 2008. Expires
June 11, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2342. Publish June 26, July 3,
10, 17, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411781

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Lizzy
Scrapbooking, 1920 Meadow
Glen Drive, Livermore Ca
94551 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Elizabeth Anne Folsom, 1920
Meadow Glen Drive, Liver-
more Ca 94551
Edwin Nelson Folsom, Jr.,
1920 Meadow Glen Drive,
Livermore Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Elizabeth Anne Folsom
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on June 6, 2008. Expires June
6, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2343. Publish June 26, July 3,
10, 17, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 411759

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Lamee Stu-
dios, 1413 Lillian Street, Liv-
ermore Ca 94550 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Tracey N. Lamee, 1413 Lillian
Street, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Tracey N. Lamee
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on June 6, 2008. Expires June
6, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2344. Publish June 26, July 3,
10, 17, 2008.

Set sail on a High Seas
Bookaneer Adventure this sum-
mer at the Pleasanton Public Li-
brary and register to play the
2008 summer reading game.  Ev-
erything an adventurous pirate
needs to begin his or her reading
adventure can be obtained at the
Library.  Track reading progress
as you travel the high seas to vari-
ous islands in search of  treasures.

The summer reading program
began Saturday, June 14th and

The artists at ultra-spective
photography : music : design
have embarked on an extensive
community art project and are
looking for participants. This art
project is a photographic essay
that examines members of the
graduating class of 2009 in the
San Francisco Bay Area who will
soon be crossing the threshold
from carefree youth to respon-
sible adulthood.

These youth will make their
mark on the evolution of our cul-
ture, if they haven’t already
started to do so. A closer exami-
nation of who they are today will
give us a unique perspective of
our current values, as the adults
who molded these youth, and as
well as give us a glimpse into
the times to come.

They are all different in count-
able ways: values, ethnicities,
neighborhoods, familial income,
hobbies, strengths and weak-
nesses. Yet, they have one very
strong link: they are the gradu-
ating class of 2009 and as a
whole have an impact. Whether
they become carpenters or ac-
countants, lawyers or loiters,
baristas or film makers, politi-
cians or business owners, they
are all a reflection of our com-
munity.

What are their dreams, hopes
and goals? What is most impor-
tant to them? How do they see
the future? As we evaluate the
answers to these questions
through this photographic essay,
we will begin to learn more

Pleasanton photographer
Sue Evans is sponsoring a
drive to raise money for the
Firehouse Arts Project.  She
has designed a recycle
grocery bag with the
Pleasanton Arch along with,
“Paper or Plastic?  No thanks,
I have my own” on it.  She
wants to encourage people
to stop using paper and
plastic and also to support
the arts.  All profits will be
donated to the Firehouse
Arts Project in Pleasanton.
The bags are currently
available at The Berry Patch
on West Angela St. in
Pleasanton or directly
through Evans for bulk
orders.  Retailers wishing to
offer them may also contact
her.  She may be reached at
SueEvansPhotography@
comcast.net or 925-989-4113.

As part of its125th Anniver-
sary Celebration, Wente Vine-
yards will kickoff its outdoor
Summer Dinner & a Movie Se-
ries with a complimentary
screening of Steven Spielberg’s
thriller “Jurassic Park” on Mon-
day, June 30th. The evening of
entertainment includes a Juras-
sic Park Trivia Contest. Prizes in-
clude private golf lessons with
Wente Vineyards’ PGA staff and
tickets to future movie screen-
ings.

There are three dining op-
tions prior the screening: Patrons
can choose to dine at The Res-
taurant at Wente Vineyards (serv-
ing dinner from 5pm on), at the
outdoor cinema café (serving

about who we are and what we
are becoming.

This photographic essay will
be published in early 2009 and
will be titled “From Endings to
New Beginnings.” Ultra-
spective is looking for partici-
pants to be photographed as part
of this project.

All class of 2009 high school
seniors are eligible to participate
and will receive a free creative
portrait session from ultra-
spective photography. Diversity
and personality are the main fo-
cus rather than appearances.
However, there are only a limited
number of openings through the
end of August. For more infor-
mation about the project, please
contact Anna Vickroy at ultra-
spective at  449-9879.

Photographic Essay of Class of 2009 Planned

continues through August 1st, so
there is plenty of time for chil-
dren to pick up a High Seas
Bookaneer Adventure treasure
map and pirate eye patch.  The
treasure map allows children to
record time spent reading and sail
to various islands to claim prizes.
Hearty pirate sailors sign-up or
claim prizes by visiting the dock
or pirates’ lair in the Children’s
Department. Sailors are invited
to extend their reading fun by

completing a bonus journey.  Pi-
rate sailors who complete the bo-
nus journey will be entered into
a drawing for summer prizes at
the end of the summer reading
program.

There is free weekly entertain-
ment at the library, so be on the
lookout for magicians, movies,
puppets, pirates, parrots and
more. The popular Summer Game
Day returns featuring carnival-
type games with a pirate twist.

No registration is required for
events. However, space is limited
and will require a ticket that can
be claimed at the Children’s Desk
one half hour before the start of
each show.

For more information about
High Seas Bookaneer Adventure
and a complete listing of the
library’s programs and activities,
visit our website at
www.c i .p l easan ton .ca .us /
library.html or call the Children’s
Desk at (925) 931-3400, ext. 8.

Young Readers Invited to Set Sail on a Bookaneer Adventure

burgers and gourmet movie
snacks from 6:30pm on) or a la
carte dinner from The Grill at
Wente Vineyards.

Venue seating opens at 6:30
pm. The screening will begin at
twilight on The Lawn, 5050 Ar-
royo Road in Livermore.

Wente Kicks Off Summer Movie Series
with Free Screening of 'Jurrasic Park'
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No Flipping: Successful
Real Estate Investing

In Today’s Market
By Cher Wollard

The sellers’ market of 2002-2006 saw the rise of real estate specu-
lators who snatched up real estate only to turn around and sell it
quickly for higher prices, a practice known as “flipping.”  These
investors banked on the upward market trend to increase their eq-
uity. Sometimes they also made repairs or upgrades to enhance the
value even more.

This practice became popular to the point that there were books,
articles, even television shows such as “Flip This House” promising
to reveal the “get-rich quick secrets” of successful flippers.

The current, more normal market is less conducive to successful
flipping, experts say.

 “The flipping environment has slowed down drastically.  Flip-
pers bank on quick appreciation,” said Brett Espicha, a Realtor with
Windermere Welcome Home in Livermore who works with real es-
tate investors.

However, investors who are willing to take their time, do their
homework and find the right property can still make money in real
estate, Espicha and others agree.

Lenore Colarusso and Paul Conrow, mortgage specialists with
Indy Mac and the Real Estate Opportunity Network stress with their
clients that smart real estate investing “is all about the numbers.”

“We spend an awful lot of time and effort on looking at evalua-
tion models,” Conrow explained. “All our numbers say this is an
absolutely awesome time to be getting into the market … even in
California.”

Investors tend to buy the same kinds of properties that first-time
homebuyers would buy, primarily small single-family homes and
condos. Given the slower market, fewer first-time homebuyers are
competing for those deals, Colarusso said. This makes it a great
time to invest.

Real estate investors generally fall into one of two categories:
those looking for cash flow and those looking for appreciation.  The
best investments, of course, would satisfy both.

Espicha, Conrow and Colarusso advise the first group to look to
cities such as Oakland, Hayward and San Leandro – where the jobs
are – to obtain the highest rents in relation to the price of the prop-
erty.

“The closer in to the core areas, the better the investment,” Conrow
said. “The best investment is closest to where people work.”

Espicha agrees. Home prices are low further out, where many
properties have been foreclosed on in the past year. But that situa-
tion, coupled with the high cost of gasoline, is leading to a huge
migration back to the inner cities.

“The Central Valley is risky for investors now because inventory
is high and so are vacancy rates,” he said, so rents are low in those
communities.

In the Bay Area, however, this is an ideal time to purchase rental
property.

“Prices are down and more people are looking for rentals, so the
rents are up,” Colarusso said. “With so many foreclosures, those
folks need to have places to live. It’s supply and demand.”

It may also be a good time to purchase investment property with
an eye to long-term gains in equity.

Here again, buying closer to the core is a smart strategy.
The Tri-Valley, considered to be a “high lifestyle” area, might

also be a good place for some of these investors. “If you have time
and can weather the shortfall in rent ratios, you’ll get good appre-
ciation,” Conrow said.

Experienced investors know what to look for. For those just en-
tering the real estate investment pool, Espicha suggests starting
with one or two single-family homes. Once an investor is comfort-
able with that level of risk, he or she might move to 2-4 unit proper-
ties or even commercial rental properties with five or more units.

He also urges people to obtain solid advice about the costs in-
volved in owning investment property – maintenance, taxes and
insurance, periodic vacancies, and possibly management fees.

“People underestimate their costs,” he said. “The key is being
knowledgeable and upfront with all the expenses.”

The Real Estate Opportunity Network has proprietary software
that can help their clients determine the true costs and potential
gains of real estate investments. They also offer free monthly work-
shops on the basics of investing in real property.

Knowledgeable agents such as Espicha can also help would-be
investors figure the best strategies for their needs.

Conrow urges clients not to get caught up in curb appeal when
looking for investment property. “It’s more about the numbers, not
about the look,” he cautioned. “You almost don’t need to see the
property.

“Income properties and growth properties - if you can get the two
of those to get together, you can weather the good times and the
bad.”

Cher Wollard is a local Realtor.

NOTICE: Open home listings can now be found
on the Independent's website at
www.independentnews.com
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ANIMALS/PETS
1) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for
adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
 925 426-8656.

AAdopt a new best friend:
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue, offers animals for
adoption every Saturday and
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days.  On Saturdays from 9:30
am to 1:00 pm, both dogs and
cats are available at the Pleas-
anton Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets.  Two lo-
cations will showcase cats
only: Petsmart in Dublin from
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet Food
Express in Livermore from
1:00 to 4:00.  On Sundays, cats
are available at Petsmart in
Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, and
PetCo in San Ramon from
11:00 to 3:00.    For more infor-
mation, call TVAR at  (925)
803-7043 or visit our website
at www.tvar.org.

FOUND AN ANIMAL?
 Free Section. Call Barbara

 925 243-8000 to let 49,118
households know!

LOST A FAMILY PET?  Free
Section. Call Barbara  925
243-8000 to let 49,118 house-
holds know!

5)LOST

LOST CAT
Long Haired 1yr.,

 Fluffy Orange Tabby
Very Sweet, Hurt Toe,

Micro Chipped
Last Seen Panama

BayCoffee
downtown Livermore

REWARD
925 858-0175

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
7)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE
$1000 Grocery Coupon. Your
Choice. Noahs Arc - Support
No Kill Shelters, Advance Vet-
erinary Treatments. Free Tow-
ing, IRS Tax Deductible, Non-
Runners.  1-866-912-GIVE.
(CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR:
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help
Save A Child’s Life Through
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy &
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

9) USED AUTOS

SELL YOUR USED CAR HERE.
Call Barbara  at  925-243-
8000

0R
www.independentnews.com
Pay by Credit Card  for any
Classified or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS
NEEDED for elder care.

Light housekeeping
errands transportation

meal prep personal care.
Please fax resume

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FAMILY SALON FOR SALE
Great Livermore location

w/superior anchors.
 Clean and bright. 8 Stations

plus Shampoo.
$85,000

 Call David toll-free for
details. 866-732-3291

BULK  VENDING SUPPLIES
Sticky Hands, Sponge Bob

Capsules $20 per bag, 250
pieces  925 961-1085

ABSOLUTELY RECESSION
PROOF! Do You Earn $800 in
a Day? Your Own Local Vend-
ing Route Includes 30 Ma-
chines and Candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-
2405. (CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau before
you send any money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

62)BUSINESS SERVICES

WANTED: Independent-
Contractor-Admin-Assist.

Interface with clients, keep
me organized.  Really-
Good-Computer and

Phone. Send-qualifications-
Info-w/-References.

aaa4bmls@yahoo.com

65)ENGINEERING

Fluor Mining and
Minerals is one of the

world’s top engineering,
procurement and

construction companies,
designing and building

major industrial facilities
throughout the world.

Due to recent expansion,
the following positions
are available in our new

office in Dublin, CA:

PROJECT MANAGERS
PROJECT CONTROLS

SPECIALISTS
ESTIMATORS

PROCUREMENT /
MATERIAL MANAGE-

MENT
METALLURGISTS/

PROCESS ENGINEERS
MECHANICAL

ENGINEERS AND
DESIGNERS

CIVIL ENGINEERS AND
DESIGNERS

STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERS AND

DESIGNERS
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS

AND DESIGNERS
CONTROL SYSTEMS

ENGINEERS

Please forward resumes
to

carey.hunker@fluor.com

71) HELP WANTED

WAREHOUSE

Lumpers, Packers,
Order Selectors.

Temp and temp-to hire

submit resumes to:
1stopjobs@sbcglobal.net

Assurance Personnel
Solutions, Inc.

no phone calls please

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
Get Paid to Shop

Retail -Dinning Establish-
ments Need Undercover
Clients to Judge Quality
Customer Service

Earn Up to $100 aday
Call 1-800-742-7193

ELECTRICIAN APPREN-
TICES. Get plugged in to your
career. Get hands-on experi-
ence as an electrician work-
ing in appliances, power
generation and lighting sys-
tems. No experience required.
Must be 17-34 with a H.S. Di-
ploma. Call 1-800-345-6289
today. (CAL*SCAN)

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVERS:
Flat Broke? Think Flatbed!

Home Most Weekends!
 Avg $55K! Take Truck

Home.
 CDL-A, Free Benefits!
Assigned Equipment.
866-394-1944 x117

DRIVER - CDL Training $0
down, financing by Central Re-
frigerated. Drive for Central,
earn up to $40K+ 1st year! 1-
800-587-0029 x4779.
www.CentralDrivingJobs.net
(CAL*SCAN)

SPONSORED CDL TRAINING.
No Experience Needed! Earn
$40K-$75K in your new ca-
reer! Stevens Transport will
sponsor the total cost of your
CDL training! Excellent
Benefits & 401K! No Money
Down! No Credit Checks!
EOE. Call Now! 1-800-358-
9512, 800-333-8595.
www.BecomeADriver.com
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS:ATTN: DRIVERS.
Sign-On Bonus. 35-42 cpm.
Earn over $1000 weekly. Ex-
cellent Benefits. Need CDL-A
& 3 months recent OTR. 1-800-
635-8669. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER: Don’t Just Start Your
Career, Start It Right! Com-
pany Sponsored CDL training
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have
CDL? Tuition Reimburse-
ment! www.JoinCRST.com 1-
800-781-2778. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER - $5K SIGN-ON Bonus
for Experienced Teams: Dry
Van & Temp Control available.
O/O’s & CDL-A Grads welcome.
Call Covenant 1-866-684-
2519 EOE. (CAL*SCAN)

ATTENTION DRIVERS:
McKELVEY Trucking is cur-
rently seeking 25 drivers with
5+ years experience, who will
commit to running a Minimum
of 2,000 miles per week. 1-
800-410-6255. (CAL*SCAN)

75)HELP WANTED/LOAN OF-
FICERS

LOAN OFFICER OPPORTU-
NITY. US Home Funding seeks
licensed Loan officers to work
from home. Strong support,
Excellent commissions.
Phone: 800-788-4498. Fax:
866-255-3371 or email:
hr@ushomefunding.com
(CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches over
45,893 Homes

and
over 3,225

Local Businesses
mailed

Home Delivery
in

Livermore
Pleasanton & Sunol

Call Barbara
925 243-8000

80)MISC. EMPLOYMENT

NEEDED: 15 PEOPLE
TO LOSE UP TO 30LBS

30 DAYS $30 +s/h
ALL NATURAL

DR RECOMMENDED
925-371-2819

90)RESTAURANT

Located in Livermore,
Wente Vineyards is the old-
est continuously family
owned and operated win-
ery in California. The Golf
Course Grill at Wente Vine-
yards is currently seeking
quality part time Grill Cooks
to fill key positions.  Require-
ments: minimum one year
of culinary experience in a
fast paced restaurant envi-
ronment, ability to multi task
and work well under pres-
sure with attention to detail.
Short order cooking expe-
rience and a background in
all cooking methods pre-
ferred.  Responsibilities in-
clude a full range of culinary
duties including cooking,
prep, and stocking respon-
sibilities.  Must have reliable
transportation.  Employees
are eligible for discounts on
meals, wine and golf.

Email resumes to:
 donna.hanson@
wentevineyards.com.

95)SERVICES

HOME SERVICES
WANTED--Weekly House
Cleaning by English
speaker(s).  Consistency
Good.  Bonded.  Pay by job,
not hour.   461-8698.

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000

Barbara

119)EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY
$2,990 - Convert your Logs

To Valuable lumber with your
own Norwood portable band

sawmill. Log skidders also
available.

www.NorwoodSawMills.com/
330N -FREE Information:

1-800-578-1363 - x300-N.
(CAL*SCAN)

120)ESTATE SALE

265 CLARK AVE.
LIVERMORE

Friday June 27th, 28th, &
29th 7am-4pm

Tools, Sports, Crafts,
Housewares, Collectibles

(Tablesaw&Liftchair)

121)GARAGE/FLEA
MARKET/YARD SALES

Rain or Shine! Call Barbara
925-243-8000 or go to
www.independentnews.com
before 8am Tuesdays to get
your ad in for the next edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items
here for sale. Call

925 243-8000 or go on-line
at

www.independentnews.com
Also you can pay by Credit

Card for Classified
and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
150)ADOPTIONS

PREGNANT? CONSIDER
OPEN ADOPTION. Loving
California couples wish to par-
ent. Work with a licensed car-
ing agency. Expenses paid. We
can help, please call: 1-800-
972-9225. (CAL*SCAN)

152)ANNOUNCEMENTS

Host an exchange student!
Cultural Homestay Interna-
tional is looking for volun-
teer host families for stu-
dents coming to the area.

Call (925) 413-2887

153) MISCELLANEOUS

Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents
with emphasis on those with
low income. The center has
general medical services, fam-
ily planning, well baby, prena-
tal and maternity programs,
social services, blood pres-
sure checks, WIC food supple-
ment programs, premarital
blood test, sports/camp physi-
cals, TB screening, free trans-
portation available.    925 462-
1755

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unli-
censed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? Let
the 49,119+ households that
read the Independent find out
about it. . To place an ad go to
www.independentnews.com
or call Barbara at 925 243-
8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIVING
SPACE By Advertising with The
Independent reaching over
49,119 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad place-
ment. Call Barbara 925 243-
8000

163) HOMES/TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

UP SCALE FORECLOSURE
PROPERTIES IN THE TRI-VAL-
LEY AREA. Free computerized
printout of bank owned homes
up to $2.5 million, including
details and pictures.
www.DistressHomesforU.com.
Agt.

FORECLOSED HOME
AUCTION. All Northern

California. 750+ Homes Must
Be Sold! Free Catalog

1-800-470-9314.
www.USHomeAuction.com

(CAL*SCAN)

“FOR SALE WITH OWNER”
HOMES

 Help-U-Sell Tri-Valley
See our website for our com-
plete list of Open Homes, with
addresses, prices, owners’
phone numbers etc.
www.helpuselltrivalley.com
925-484-1000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT
OF STATE

NEW TO MARKET - Colorado
Mountain Ranch. 35 acres -
$39,900. Priced for Quick Sale.
Overlooking a majestic lake,
beautifully treed, 360 degree
mountain views, adjacent to
national forest. EZ terms. 1-
866-353-4807 (CAL*SCAN)

UTAH RANCH DISPERSAL
Experience the fun and relax-
ation of having your own 40
acres in the great outdoor rec-
reational area of the Uintah
Basin. Starting at only $29,900.
Call UTLR 1-888-693-5263.
(CAL*SCAN)

ARIZONA LAND BARGAIN 36
Acres - $29,900. Beautiful
mountain property in
Arizona’s Wine Country. Price
reduced in buyers market.
Won’t last! Good access &
views. Eureka Springs Ranch
offered by AZLR. ADWR report
& financing available. 1-877-
301-5263.

NEW TO MARKET New
Mexico Ranch Dispersal 140
acres - $89,900. River Access
Northern New Mexico. Call
6,000’ elevation with stunning
views. Great tree cover includ-
ing Ponderosa, rolling grass-
land and rock outcroppings.
Abundant wildlife, great hunt-
ing. EZ terms. Call NML&R, Inc.
1-866-360-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

NEW MEXICO SACRIFICE!
140 acres was $149,900, Now
Only $69,900. Amazing 6000
ft. elevation. Incredible moun-
tain views. Mature tree cover.
Power & year round roads.
Excellent financing. Priced for
quick sale. Call NML&R, Inc.
1-888-204-9760. (CAL*SCAN)

MONTANA’S BEST PROP-
ERTY. JUNE LAND SALE!
20AC-County Road and Utili-
ties - $49,900. 160AC tracts
starting at $650/ AC. 300-
1000AC ranch lands for cattle,
horses, and the best elk
and deer area - Under $900/
AC. North of Billings, MT.
Access to thousands of
BLM. Owner financing or
pay cash with discount. Call
1-877-229-7840 or visit
www.WesternSkiesLand.com
(CAL*SCAN)

ABSOLUTE STEAL River Ac-
cess! Washington 6 AC -
$49,900; 15 AC - Old Farm
Buildings - $89,900. Top qual-
ity acreage in stunning setting!
Limited available. EZ Terms
Call WALR 1-866-836-9152.
(CAL*SCAN)

NEW ARIZONA LAND Rush!
10 or 2-1/2 “Football Field”
Sized Lots! $0 Down. $0 Inter-
est. $159-$208 per month!
Money Back Guarantee! 1-
888-597-4238 or
www.SunSitesLandRush.com
(CAL*SCAN)

COLORADO RANCH FORE-
CLOSURES. 100 Acres just
$59,900. Other ranches avail-
able. Year - round roads, ac-
cess to utilities. Excellent Fi-
nancing Available. 1-866-
696-5263 x 4287.
w w w C A L o v e s C O . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

20 ACRE RANCHES, Near
Booming El Paso Texas. Roads
Surveyed. $14,900, $200
Down, $145/month. Money
Back Guarantee. Free Maps &
Pictures. 1-800-343-9444. No
Credit Checks!! (CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
178)BUSINESS SERVICES

A BEST-KEPT CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING SECRET! A 25-
word classified ad costs $550,
is placed in 240 community
newspapers and reaches 6
million Californians!   Call for
more information (916) 288-
6010; (916) 288-6019
w w w . C a l - S C A N . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE EFFECTIVELY!
Reach over 3 million Califor-
nians in 140 community news-
papers. Cost $1,500 for a
3.75”x2” display ad Super
value!  Call (916) 288-6010;
(916) 288-6019,  www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

Looking for a cost efficient
way to get out a NEWS RE-
LEASE? The California Press
Release Service is the
only service with 500
current daily, weekly and col-
lege newspaper contacts
in California. Questions
call (916) 288-6010.
www.CaliforniaPressRelease
Service.com (CAL*SCAN)

WANTED: Independent-
Contractor-Admin-Assist.

Interface with clients, keep
me organized.  Really-
Good-Computer and

Phone. Send-qualifications-
Info-w/-References.

aaa4bmls@yahoo.com

180)CLEANING SERVICES

CONVENIENT CLEANING
$60 - 3hr min

$15 per hour after
move outs

License #06012
Call   925 371-6842

185)HOME SERVICES

WANTED--Weekly House
Cleaning by English
speaker(s).  Consistency
Good.  Bonded.  Pay by job,
not hour.   461-8698.

190)SCHOOLS/INSTRUCTION

GET CRANE TRAINED! Crane/
Heavy Equipment Training.
National Certification Prep.
Placement Assistance. Finan-
cial Assistance. Northern Cali-
fornia College of Construction.
www.Heavy4.com Use Code
“NCPA1” 1-866-302-7462
(CAL*SCAN)

INCREASE YOUR RAILROAD
hiring potential! Train at
NARS, Overland Park,

Kansas. Complete training
4-8 weeks. Average salary

$63K. Lender info available.
Conductor - Electrical/

Mechanical, Freight Car,
Signal, Welder.

1-800-228-3378.
www.RailroadTraining.com

(CAL*SCAN)

193)SCHOOL TUTORS

MATHS. EXPERIENCED
Popular tutor in Pleasanton
offers excellent Math coach-
ing from 6th to 10th gr. Sum-
mer 2008 enrollment OPEN.
Call Preeti - BE (Hons),
M.B.A.(Gold Medalist)

 at:408-506-4611
acemathclub@gmail.com,

www.navirtus.com.

Place ad here. Call
925 243-8000 or go on-line
www.independentnews.com
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The annual Livermore Relay for Life took place over the weekend at Livermore High School.
Livermore Councilmember John Marchand, who attended the event, commented, “It was a
remarkable experience. There were pavilions set up and some 1000 people were there. Some
committed to walk 24 hours. The idea is that cancer never sleeps, therefore the walk never
sleeps.” An important part of the event is celebrating cancer survivors and remembering those
who have lost their battle with cancer.  For the first time this year, caregivers were recognized
for the part they play in a cancer patient’s life. The Relay for Life is an annual fund-raiser for the
American Cancer Society. Participants collect pledges for the time they walk.

Pleasanton Partnerships in Educa-
tion (PPIE) Foundation has announced
the PPIE Education Grant awards for
2008. Forty Four Pleasanton Unified
School District teachers/faculty were
selected to receive $57,000 in funding
for their Education Grant projects.  The
$57,000 includes a grant donation of
$25,000 from Oracle earmarked to
support projects/needs falling within
the Science, Math, and Technology
categories.

 PPIE Foundation offers Education
Grants for Pleasanton Unified School
District employees to fund projects that
are student-focused, that promote cre-
ativity and innovative thinking, and
that offer expanded learning opportu-
nities to students. Grant requests are
accepted in amounts up to $2500. They
are used to supplement, not replace,
district funding.

PPIE Foundation Education Grants,
2008:

AlphaSmarts: $886.07 - Sue Adams,
Lydiksen Elementary School. Funds to
support the purchase of an assisted
technology device to help special edu-
cation students, K-5, access the general
education curriculum

Center Fun for Learning Science &
Social Studies Skills. $1827.94 - Martha
Allen, Lydiksen Elementary School.
Funds to provide materials to create 1st
grade learning centers supporting Sci-
ence and Social Studies learning through
various activities

Recess Activities Art Program: $200
- Liz Armstrong, Walnut Grove El-
ementary School. Funds to purchase
supplies to support art projects, small
motor activities, and game elements
during recess time for 1st - 5th graders

Classroom Amplification System:
$2500 - Alma Avalos, Valley View
Elementary School. Funding to pro-
vide an amplification system for the 1st
grade Dual Immersion students to per-
sonalize learning and engage every
student

Accelerated Math: $2500 - Jacob
Berg & Matt Maloney, Lydiksen El-
ementary School. Funds to purchase
software & hardware to bring the Ac-
celerated Math program to 4th & 5th
graders

Handwriting Without Tears: $1250
- Heidi Burton, Lydiksen Elementary
School. Funds to partially fund work-
books and guides for the Handwriting
Without Tears program for K-2 regular
education classes, and 1-3 special needs
classes

Easy Grammar Systems: $1250 -
Jill Butler, Pleasanton Middle School.
System promotes improved writing &
communication skills while guiding
7th & 8th grade students through gram-
mar using kinesthetic, visual, & audi-
tory modalities

Multimodal Preschool Classroom:
$1000  - Eileen Cristobal-Rodriquez,
Harvest Park Preschool. Funds to pur-
chase assistive technology & sensory
motor materials to infuse a multimodal
instructional curriculum for students
with disabilities

2007-2008 Spring Science Extrava-
ganza: $2500 - Beth Cutter, Amador
Valley High School. Funds to provide
seed money to purchase materials/sup-
plies for educational science festival
geared toward supporting elementary
school science education. Designed by
9th - 12th grade chemistry students,
various stations teach students K-5 about
science

2008-2009 Spring Science Extrava-
ganza: $1355 - Beth Cutter, Amador
Valley High School. Funds to purchase
materials/supplies for educational sci-
ence festival geared toward supporting
elementary school science education.
Designed by 9th - 12th grade chemistry
students, various stations teach students
K-5 about science

Science Investigations: $1827.90 -
Janet Dobbs, Valley View Elementary
School. Support for purchase of 21
student microscopes & 1 teacher digital
microscope to facilitate the study of
microorganisms for grades1-5

Brock Magiscopes: $600 - Heideh
Farahmand, Lydiksen Elementary
School. Funds to purchase Magiscopes
& accessories for the 4th grade study of
microorganisms

Microslide Lesson Sets: $600 -
Heideh Farahmand, Lydiksen Elemen-
tary School. Funds to purchase
Microslide Lesson Sets, to use with
already owned Microslide Viewers, for
the 5th grade Life Science students

Handwriting Without Tears: $1250
- Trisha Foley, Lydiksen Elementary
School. Funds to partially fund work-
books and guides for the Handwriting
Without Tears program for K-2 regular
education classes, and 1-3 special needs
classes

Go Green Garden!: $500 - Elicha
Gastelumendi, Valley View Elemen-
tary School. Funds to purchase a
composter, solar powered fountain , &
outdoor educational board as part of a
hands-on, “green centered,” Califor-
nia-native plants learning garden.

Writing Workshop Collaboration
Cohort: $1385 - Mary-C Geasa, Hart
Middle School. Funds to provide ma-
terials to develop instructional proto-
cols & strategies to teach standards-
based 6th grade writing instruction in a
workshop setting

Using My Phonics Skills To Read:
$850 - Sharon Gitchell, Hearst Elemen-
tary School. Provide K-1 teachers in-
structional activities that develop pho-
nemic awareness & phonics skills for
beginning readers

Boosting Non-Fiction Literacy:

Security and law enforcement
officials may some day have a
new ally - a universal detection
system that can monitor the air
for virtually all of the major threat
agents that could be used by ter-
rorists. The team has conceptu-
ally shown that they can almost
simultaneously detect four po-
tential threat materials - biologi-
cal, chemical, explosives and ra-
diological - along with illicit
drugs.

What makes it unique, is the
very low false alarm rate, accord-
ing to researchers.

This type of system is under
development by a team of
Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL) scientists and
engineers. It has already been
tested in laboratory and field ex-
periments.

The system, called Single-
Particle Aerosol Mass Spectrom-
etry, or SPAMS, is described in
the June 15 edition of Analytical
Chemistry, a semi-monthly jour-
nal published by the American
Chemical Society.

“We believe SPAMS is the
only detection instrument that
can autonomously detect mul-
tiple types of threat agents and
trigger alarms within less than a
minute,” said Matthias Frank, an
LLNL physicist and one of the
paper’s co-authors.

Last spring, the researchers
announced that their instrument
could perform as a three-in-one
detection machine, monitoring
the air for biological, chemical
and explosive agents.

Since then, the Livermore
team has added the capabilities
of detecting illicit drugs and
powders from radioactive metals.
They developed the software ca-
pability  to help detect all four
threat agents at one time.

The paper’s lead author,
LLNL physicist Paul Steele,
notes that three factors are par-
ticularly important in develop-
ing a detection machine like
SPAMS: sensitivity, false alarm
rate and response time.

Besides Frank and Steele,
other researchers on the SPAMS
team include chemists Eric Gard,
David Fergenson, Keith Coffee
and George Farquar; forensic
chemist and graduate student
Audrey Martin; microbiologist
Sue Martin; and electronics en-
gineer Vincent Riot.

In field experiments, SPAMS
has been tested at San Francisco
International Airport. As part of a
background study, the system
analyzed the air for about seven
weeks in 2004-05, recording
data. The test system was not
able to set off alarms. The system
records were later analyzed in the
lab to evaluate whether any
alarms, false or real, would have
been triggered.

The researchers determined
that while a few particles showed
up as spores among the almost
one million particles studied,
there were so few that no alarms
would have been triggered.

“What distinguishes SPAMS
from other instruments is the
high-quality information we re-
ceive from the instrument in the
form of single-particle mass spec-
tra,” Frank said. “As a result, we
obtain specificity and many
fewer false alarms. We’re very
enthusiastic about how the sys-

tem is working, not only in the
lab but also in field tests.”

For the future, the Livermore
team would like to develop ways
to make the SPAMS machine
smaller and less expensive.

They would like to find op-
portunities for additional field
tests, such as at airports, where
SPAMS could be used to screen
checked and carry-on baggage
and at passenger portals. The in-
strument also could assist in

screening people for disease and
might help law enforcement au-
thorities in examining suspi-
cious powder samples.

Research funds to develop or
field test SPAMS have been pro-
vided by the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency and the
Technical Support Working
Group, both within the U.S. De-
partment of Defense, as well as
the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security.

$457.96 - Jennifer Guerin, Lydiksen
Elementary School. Funds to purchase
class sets of National Geographic Maga-
zines to enhance the 3 rd grade Science
& Social Studies curriculum & non-
fiction literacy

Adaptive Classroom Equipment &
Therapeutic Aides: $1000 - Donna
Henderson, Lydiksen Elementary
School. Funding to provide equipment
& therapeutic aides to assist K-5 special
needs children access their individual
academic goals

Creating A Great Place To Learn:
$1241.89 - Colleen Henry, Lydiksen
Elementary School. Funding to pro-
vide books & materials to integrate the
40 Developmental Assets Program into
the school community & support the
existing character education programs

Multimedia Editing Project: $1200
- Warren Jensen, Pleasanton Middle
School. Funds to support installation of
a state-of-the-art multimedia distribu-
tion system to help 6th-8th grade stu-
dents learn technological & multi-dis-
ciplinary skills while producing live
morning announcements & student
news broadcasts

Interactive Response System: $2000
- Margo Johnson, Amador Valley High
School. Funds to provide an interactive
response system with remotes to pro-
vide 9th - 12th grade students immedi-
ate & individual feedback to their an-
swers and to assist teachers in determin-
ing whether the concept has been
grasped

Use of Computer Software To En-
hance Early Syntax to Basic Language
Mastery In The Speech Class: $1026.15
- Nancy Koh-Zakaria, Donlon Elemen-
tary School. Funds to provide com-
puter software to enhance language
development in K-5 students with
speech impairments

Interactive Response System: $2000
- Chris Lee, Pleasanton Middle School.
Funds to provide an interactive re-
sponse system with remotes to provide
6th - 8th grade students immediate &
individual feedback to their answers
and to assist teachers in determining
whether the concept has been grasped

Interactive Response System: $2000
- Bob Loew, Foothill High School.
Funds to provide an interactive re-
sponse system with remotes to provide
9th - 12th grade students immediate &
individual feedback to their answers
and to assist teachers in determining
whether the concept has been grasped

“Get Up & Go” Physical & Nutri-
tion Project: $600 - Stephanie Maimoni,
Foothill High School. Hands-on mate-
rials for 9th grade nutrition & physical
fitness unit

Pleasanton Science League: $500 -
Debra Mintz & Lynn Gatehouse, Pleas-
anton & Harvest Park Middle Schools.
Funds to provide equipment/supplies
to provide an opportunity for middle
and high school students to gain a more
meaningful connection to Science, Math
& Language Arts

Biotechnology Shaking Water Bath:
$2500 - Lata Mistry, Amador Valley
High School. Shaking water bath to
provide a very precise heating of bac-
terial & DNA samples as part of the
many 10th - 12th grade biotechnology
and biology labs

Write Traits Instruction Enhance-
ment Project: $701.25 - Elias Muniz,
Valley View Elementary School. Funds
to support writing project to comple-
ment current writing instruction through
fun, child-friendly writing activities &
strategies

Spanish Literacy Development
Project: $717 - Celeste Nava, Valley
View Elementary School. Funds to
provide Spanish verbs reference book
to support 2nd grade Dual Immersion
students with Spanish literacy develop-
ment

Mathematica For The Classroom:
$293.63 - James Parmelee, Foothill
High School. Funds to purchase
Mathematica software to enhance 9th -
12th grade students’ learning through
interactive lessons & content, visual
multi-dimensional graphs, & real-world
data

Closing The Educational Gap By
Facilitating Racial Enlightenment:
$2500 - Aileen Parsons, Pleasanton
Middle School. Funds to provide train-
ing & books for faculty, and student
assemblies, to provide better under-
standing of cultural and racial differ-
ences & needs

Book Club for Kindergarten Teach-
ers: $440 - Beth Patock, Mohr Elemen-
tary School. Funding for the purchase
of Kindergarten literacy books to be
distributed to a Kindergarten teacher
book club to be read & discussed four
times per year.

Math & Language Art Support for
At Risk Students: $814.53 - Kathryn
Peters, Walnut Grove Elementary
School. Funds to purchase instruc-
tional materials to support K-1 students
in reaching grade level requirements

Interactive Response System: $2000
- Mary Reding, Mohr Elementary
School. Funds to provide an interactive
response system with remotes to pro-
vide 3rd grade students immediate &
individual feedback to their answers
and to assist teachers in determining
whether the concept has been grasped

Easy Grammar Systems: $1250 -
Nancy Rembold, Pleasanton Middle
School. System promotes improved
writing & communication skills while
guiding 6th grade students through
grammar using kinesthetic, visual, &
auditory modalities

Success Through ABC’s (Asset
Building Communities): $1200 - Jen-
nifer Roush, Foothill High School.
Funds to support a Summer Youth
Summit used to train 6-12th grade
student leaders in the Search Institute’s
“40 Developmental Assets,” and to
develop a district plan to spread the
Asset message to other youth & the
community

Community of Character Book of
the Month: $2500 - Esmeralda Sanchez
Moseley, Alisal Elementary School.
Funds to purchase every teacher a read
aloud book to focus on the character
trait of the month while teaching the
metacognitive thinking strategies

The Graphics Workshop Project:
$456.75 - Erik Scherer, Amador Val-
ley High School. Printer to enable
teachers and students in all curriculum
areas to provide or reproduce instruc-
tional materials and projects in a poster
or banner format

Cameras In The Hands Of Kids -
Foothill High School Documentary:
$2488.43 - Scott Sears, Foothill High
School. Funds to provide cameras &
equipment for 9th-12th grade students
to learn about producing documentary
films with the purpose of using the
medium of film to inform the public
about community & social issues

Tapes “R” Us: $453.19 - Lori
Sjodahl, Mohr Elementary School.
Support to purchase cassette recorders
and backpacks to send books on tapes
home with Kindergarten students to
read or to listen to, and then to discuss
in class with the other students

Zoology: $677.31 - Amy Turner,
Amador Valley High School. Funds to
purchase equipment/supplies for new
10th - 12th grade Zoology class

Casting Call - Web & Pod: $2500 -
Gary Hicklin, PUSD Technology Ser-
vices. Funds to partially support the
purchase of a server to enable
webcasting & podcasting of classroom
instruction throughout all of PUSD,
and for community meetings.

Academy for Effective Communi-
cation: $1200 - Glen Sparks, Amador
Valley Adult & Community Educa-
tion. Funds to provide training classes
for students and faculty in the areas of
effective communication & time man-
agement

Lab Develops Universal
Detection System

PPIE Grant Recipients Announced



PAGE 12 - The Independent, JUNE 26, 2008

Photo taken by  Eleanor of some of the damage  caused by the
typhoon in Burma

able to physically leave the coun-
try with so much turmoil,” says
Vicki. “I was also concerned
about health issues, about the
way the Burmese government
was handling the disaster. This
was the first time, in all the years
she’s been there, that I was truly
scared for her safety.”

In the time that Eleanor has
been working in Burma, her fam-
ily has gotten used to limited
communication. “I knew all of
my mail and email was read by
the government. All internet is
filtered through the government.
I’m pretty sure my phone was
tapped,” Victoria says.

In a sense, the repressive po-
litical situation is what drew
Eleanor to the country. Six years
ago she was offered teaching po-
sitions in Turkey, Mexico, and
Burma. “A friend recommended
that I choose Burma,” she recalls.
“She asked me, when would you
ever get a chance to see that coun-
try up close? And it has been an
amazing experience. You see a
country so much differently as a
resident than as a tourist.”

Through her chosen career,
teaching in International
Schools, Eleanor has had the op-
portunity to live in some of the
most dynamic places in the
world. Eleanor’s last assignment
was in Bangladesh; in August,
she will start a new position in
Shanghai, China.

Burma burst onto the interna-
tional scene in September, when
the country’s monks organized a
peaceful demonstration against
the ruling junta’s decision to end
fuel subsidies, a decision that
pushed the poorest residents over
the edge. “Gas prices quadrupled
virtually overnight,” recalls
Eleanor. “Bus fare became more
than many people earn in a day.”

In protest, tens of thousands
of monks in their saffron-colored
robes marched through the streets
of Yangon to the golden
Shwedagon Pagoda. Laypeople
soon joined the monks in the
streets, holding hands to form a
living fence around them.

The monks’ demonstration,
which has been called the “Saf-
fron Revolution,” was the first
public protest of this scale in 20
years. In 1988, Burmese students
began demonstrating in Yangon,
demanding democracy. The
“8888 Uprising,” named for the
date on which it began, August
8, 1988, ended in tragedy with a
bloody military coup and thou-
sands of people dead.

“Because of the memories of
1988, many people were terrified
while the monks were demon-
strating,” says Eleanor. “They
didn’t know when or how a
crackdown would occur, but they
were certain that it would hap-
pen. The expatriates were really
heartened by what the people
were doing. We were also advised
by the U.S. Embassy and our
employer not to involve our-
selves. It was really difficult and
amazing to watch. I think this was
like the storming of the Bastille
in terms of significance to the
people, but more like the attack
on Normandy in terms of the po-
tential cost.”

The military crackdown be-
gan on Sept. 26, with curfews,
arrests, and shooting. “When
1988 happened the world had no
idea what was going on,” says

Eleanor. “This time we couldn’t
believe the flow of information.
We were able to watch the cover-
age on CNN and the BBC. It was
like ‘Horton Hears a Who’—we
are here, we are here, we are
here.”

She adds that her Burmese
friends were crushed that the
government would touch the
monks. The government used the
video shown on the news to cre-
ate a culprit list of anyone who
participated or even watched the
demonstrations.

“What you did not see was
scarier than what you did see,”
she says. “There were middle of
the night raids on the monaster-
ies. As expats, we were upset that
the demonstration had come to
almost nothing. We wished the
Burmese had had the strength to
continue despite the heavy cost.
Many of our friends were con-
flicted—they love their country
and wanted to march for its fu-
ture, but they also have families.”

While she didn’t have much
contact with her sister during this
time, Victoria says she wasn’t
worried about her safety because
she felt the State Department
would take care of her. The cy-
clone was another story. Victoria
learned about the natural disas-
ter when her 17-year-old daugh-
ter was surfing the Internet.

“We received a message from
the State Department within 48
hours that its employees were all
safe,” says Victoria. “But I really
wanted to hear her voice.”

Eleanor says that two days
before the cyclone hit, the U.S.
Embassy sent out warnings to
prepare. “When we told our
friends and employees, we were
shocked that they hadn’t heard
anything,” she says. “I think the
government was in denial. As

trained soldiers, not true states-
men, the government believes it
should be able to control every-
thing, even the weather.”

She does note that the mili-
tary government did move its
planes to Mandalay, in the cen-
ter of the country, and cleared out
tourist resorts. She describes the
cyclone as the most terrifying
experience of her life. However,
she was never in fear for her life
or that her apartment building
could collapse, despite shrieking
wind and flooding on the third
floor.

For the locals, especially
those in the delta region of the
country, it was much different.
“Everyone we knew lost their
roofs. Trees fell down every-
where. It was like a giant had
been set lose in Yangon and gone
berserk,” she recalls.

The real horror, says Eleanor,
was in the delta. “Many lives
could have been saved if people
had just moved inland before the
storm hit. About three villages
were washed away in the middle
of the night,” she says. “People
there lost everything—their
homes and their livelihoods.”

As for the government’s re-
sponse to the tragedy, Eleanor
says she heard them described as
devils, because no human would
just leave people to die, not even
animals. “The government said
people didn’t need aid; they
could fish and forage for food.
But there was nothing left—it
was all wiped out by the storm
surge,” she adds.

Eleanor says that if people
want to help, they can become
informed and aware about Burma.
She suggests making donations
through reputable organizations
such as Red Cross, Save the Chil-
dren, or UN organizations like

UNICEF. Another way to help is
through local Burmese busi-
nesses and aid organizations that
have infrastructure within the
country.

Two local businesses, Bal-
loons over Bagan and Malikha
Lodge (www.easternsafaris.com),
run by Eleanor’s friends Brett and
Omar Melzer, are working closely
with Save the Children UN to
provide logistical and material
support, specifically in Bogalay
and Moulmyeingyun townships.
They are accepting donations
through www.justgiving.com/
myanmarcyclone (include
“BOB/ML cyclone relief fund”

in the comment column).
She also recommends a local

organization, International De-
velopment Enterprises Myanmar
(IDE/M), a non-profit organiza-
tion that for the past four years
has focused on helping poor ru-
ral families in Myanmar improve
their incomes and well-being. For
more information see

BURMA
(continued from page one)

w w w . i d e o r g . o r g / w o r k /
myanmar.php or email the coun-
try directors Debbie Aung Din
and Jim Taylor at
t a y l o r @ y a n g o n . n e t . m m ,
dadtay@gmail.com, or
james18a@gmail.com. (Please
copy at least one gmail address
on all emails because of frequent
disruptions to yangon.net.)


