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Inside PETS OF THE WEEK
Hungry for some take out?  Take a nibble out of 
these three beauties:  Sushi, Miso, and Soy!  These 
delicious kitties will add love and beauty to any home. 
To visit with these yummy kittens, come to Valley 
Humane Society's Kitty City at 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton.  Open Tues-Sat from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Buy your Great Catsby tickets.  This casino night 
fundraiser is a fun way to help raise money for the 
animals. Go to www.valleyhumane.org or call 925-
426-8656 for more details. 
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Pleasanton Partnerships in Education (PPIE) is taking part in the I 
Love Pleasanton Schools – Save Our Schools Now! (ILPS) fund-raising 
effort. This week, representatives of PPIE are holding rallies in front 
of schools to remind people to make donations. Alise Lester, a Walnut 
Grove Elementary student, took part in the rally in front of Amador 
Valley High School. The fund-raiser will run through August 14, 2009.  
Donations may be made by visiting www.ppie.org.  Checks may be 
mailed to PPIE, 333 Division Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566; PSEE, 351 
Virginia Way, Pleasanton, CA 94566; or PUSD, c/o Public Information, 
4665 Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, CA  94566.   For further information, 
email mail@ppie.org, denisewatkins@comcast.net, or publicinfo@
pleasanton.k12.ca.us or call 925-426-4304.
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Teams of walkers and runners braved the 100 degree heat over the weekend to participate in the 
annual Relay for Life in Livermore. Spray bottles were used to keep participants cool. The event 
raises money for the American Cancer Society. This year's  grand total is $191,156. The event also 
celebrated cancer survivors and remembered those who lost their battles with cancer. Caregivers 
were also recognized. The Relay runs for 24 hours. It was held on the track at Livermore High 
School.  

Check Out  
The Independent's 

second section. 
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are  
education stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and en-
tertainment and bulletin board 
listings.

Gloria Taylor 
Memorial 
Scheduled

Friends and family of Gloria 
Retzlaff Taylor of Livermore are 
invited to gather for a celebration 
of her life at 7 pm Tuesday, July 
7, in the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First Street, Livermore.

Gloria, remembered by many 
as an artist, visionary and com-
munity activist, died suddenly 
on May 26, 2009 after a brief 
illness. 

The memorial program of 
music, dance and the spoken 
word will reflect Gloria’s love 
of the arts and her commitment 
to helping them thrive in the 
Livermore community. Those 
who knew her, said she made an 
impact on many lives through her 
own work as a fine artist and as a 
good friend to the arts, as well as 
co-proprietor with her husband 
Robert Taylor of Retzlaff Win-
ery, the site of many community 
events.

A reception follows the pro-
gram in the lobby, where Glo-
ria’s artwork will be on display. 
Friends wishing to make a gift in 
her memory are encouraged to 
donate to the local arts organiza-
tion of their choice. 

Pleasanton residents are in-
vited to enjoy free movies dur-
ing four Thursday evenings this 
summer, compliments of the City 
of Pleasanton. All films will be 
shown at twilight (approximately 
8:30 p.m.) on a giant screen 
that measures 26 feet set up in 
Delucchi Park on First Street in 
downtown Pleasanton.

The park will open to the 
public at 4:00 p.m. Seating will 
be cordoned off in sections with 
blanket seating in the front, low 
lawn chairs in the center, and 
camp chairs and other higher 
positioned seating in the rear, to 
accommodate the best viewing. 
Viewers are welcome to bring 
their own food or take-out as long 
as they clean up after themselves. 
Extra trash receptacles will be 
strategically located around the 
park for this purpose.

Free popcorn will be provided 
by Thriving Ink, the downtown 
Pleasanton business.

The first-ever summer film 
series kicks off at Lions Wayside 
Park on Thursday, July 9, with 
"Kung Fu Panda." Set in ancient 
China, the plot of this 2008 
animated film revolves around 
a bumbling panda who dreams 
of being a kung fu master. The 
movie was nominated for an 
Academy Award in the category 
of Animated Films. The film is 
rated PG.

Next up, is a celebration 
of the 70th anniversary of the 
1929 classic "The Wizard of 
Oz," the selection for Thursday, 
July 23.  Follow Judy Garland 
in her signature role as Dorothy 
from Kansas on her adventures 
over the rainbow and along the 
yellow-brick road to the Emer-
ald City.  The Wizard of Oz  is 
rated G.

Jack Black is back on Thurs-

Pleasanton 
Adds Outdoor 
Movie Series

(See MOVIES, page 9)

Last week’s confirmation of 
Rep. Ellen Tauscher’s appoint-
ment to the State Department, 
heading the arms control office 
that Republican firebrand John 
Bolton once filled, sets off an 
unusual and energetic race for her 
Congressional seat and deprives 
local national security laborato-
ries of the most experienced rep-
resentative they have ever had.

At least 11 candidates have 
announced plans to compete for 
her position. 

As Tauscher departed, more 
than one local well-wisher recog-
nized that she was merely mov-
ing on to a new phase of public 
service.

Livermore City Manager Lin-
da Barton was similarly grateful 
for Tauscher’s efforts to improve 

Tauscher Confirmed;
Major Changes Ahead

the Interstate 580 corridor.  She 
also cited the importance of 
getting the BART extension on 
a list of federal projects under 
consideration – a necessary step 
in the drive toward security fed-
eral funding. 

Pleasanton City Manager 
Nelson Fialho called her “A con-
summate professional…The Tri-
Valley’s loss will be the Obama 
administration’s gain.” 

For Pleasanton, he said, 
Tauscher was particularly help-
ful in working to improve the 
congested Interstate 580 corridor 
and to strengthen emergency re-
sponse through community radio 
communications programs.

At Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory, Director 

(See TAUSCHER, page 4)

Attorney General Edmund G. 
Brown Jr. has  targeted the City of 
Pleasanton housing cap. He filed 
a motion to intervene in Alameda 
County Superior Court  in a suit 
that was initially filed by the non-
profit group Public Advocates on 
October 17, 2006.

Brown’s suit demands that 
Pleasanton’s housing cap be 
repealed so that jobs and hous-
ing can increase in proportion to 
each other.

“Pleasanton’s draconian and 
illegal limit on new housing 
forces people to commute long 

distances, adding to the bumper-
to-bumper traffic along 580 and 
680 and increasing dangerous 
air pollution,” Brown said. “It’s 
time for Pleasanton to balance 
its housing and its jobs and take 
full advantage of its underutilized 
land and proximity to BART.”

Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman said she had been 
in discussions with the attorney 
general’s office since January. 
She said the suit also argues 
that with the cap, the city cannot 
come into compliance with state 

State Intervenes in 
Pleasanton Housing Suit

(See LAWSUIT, page 4)

Pleasanton 
Schools 
Budget Cuts 
105 Positions 
By Ron McNicoll 

The Pleasanton school board 
met the state-mandated dead-
line for adopting its fiscal year 
2009-10 budget by approving 
the $120 million document on 
a 4-0 vote. 

The board acted at its meeting 
June 22. The board held over dis-
cussion of six positions that the 
administration recommended be 
restored from cuts that it made in 
February. Those were approved 
at a special meeting June 29. 

The budget has a state-man-
dated 3 percent reserve. The dis-
trict had dipped down to almost 
no reserve in the 2009-10 fiscal 
year, because of state funding 
cutbacks in mid-year. 

Reaching that 3 percent man-
date is important. If the district 
were to plummet below zero 
into red ink, it would meet the 
fate that the Livermore school 
district experienced a few years 
ago, when a loss triggered dis-
trict supervision by the county 
schools office. 

The budget includes class-size 
reduction (CSR) of a 25:1 ratio 
in K-3, instead of the 20:1 ratio 
that has been the case for the past 
few years. Trustees and Casey 
said that the ratio was a better 
alternative than 30:1, which was 
the standard before CSR. 

To accomplish the CSR ratio, 
and retain some counselors, and 
other programs, staff moved 
$1.2 million from fixed-category 
state aid. In the past, that wasn’t 

(See SCHOOL, page 4)

By Ron McNicoll 
The Valley is in an excel-

lent position to ride the lead 
of economic recovery when it 
happens, said Rep. Jerry Mc-
Nerney. 

The Pleasanton Democrat 
addressed a meeting of the Tri-
Valley Business Council and 
the Contra Costa Council on 
Tuesday at the Crow Canyon 
Country Club in Danville. 

McNerney, who is in his 
second term, had been a con-
sultant and executive in wind 

McNerney Says

Valley Can Ride at Front of Recovery 
energy. He noted that northern 
California has been a pioneer in 
wind power. 

McNerney said that local agri-
culture can add to that dimension 
by playing a role in the emerging 
bio-resources technology. He 
cited an Emeryville firm that is 
conducting important work in 
the field. 

In McNerney’s opinion, the 
nation’s financial crisis is sta-
bilizing. “There may be more 
foreclosures in the future, but I 

don’t think so,” he said. 
If there were a new wave of 

foreclosures in several years 
resulting from refinancing now, 
it’s important to put a structure in 
place to handle it then, he said. 

“In general, Americans are 
gaining more confidence in the 
economy. This part of the Bay 
Area is an excellent partner for 
recovery. Our region is going to 
be at the nexus of Silicon Valley 
and the San Joaquin Valley,” he 
said. 

Relatively speaking, the hous-
ing decline in the Eastbay has 
been modest, with the exception 
of Mountain House. “It’s way 
down, but it’s reversible,” he 
said. 

Small business appears to 
be looking up. McNerney said 
he talked to a trucking business 
owner in the district who is “see-
ing the front end of financial 
movement.” 

Education will put the Valley 
in the lead in business, said Mc-

Nerney. He moved to the Valley 
for its schools. Good schools are 
a magnet for business, because 
their executives want them for 
their children. They also want an 
excellent work force. 

McNerney said that he was 
able to deliver $60 million in 
stimulus aid for schools in his 
district. “That’s money well-
spent.” 

“In general, the American 
people voted for change. I feel 

(See RECOVERY, page 4)

Purchase of open space 
is moving forward on two 
fronts.

The East Bay Regional Park 
District (EBRPD) approved 
purchase of the second phase of 
the Tyler Ranch on Pleasanton 
Ridge.

The Livermore City Council 
at its July 13 meeting will con-
sider approving expenditure of 
Altamont Landfill Settlement 
Funds to buy land in Doolan 
Canyon.

Purchase price for the 107 
acres in Doolan Canyon is 
$9485 an acre or $1.01 million 
for the parcel.

 The Altamont Open Space 
Committee approved the ex-
penditure at its most recent 
meeting. Voting in favor were 
Councilmember Marj Leider 
from Livermore, and Chris 
Gray, representing Alameda 
County. The Sierra Club rep-
resentative Tom Harper ab-
stained. The club had not yet 
studied the issue.

Livermore Senior Planner 
Steve Stewart said of the pur-
chase, “The land surrounds the 
city’s water tank. It is adjacent 
to the urban growth boundary 

Purchase Of Open 
Space Moves Forward

and will help to stabilize it.” The 
purchase is consistent with the 
city council’s goal to create a 
buffer between Livermore and 
Dublin, he added.

Nearby is a portion of Cot-
tonwood Creek and a stock pond. 
The East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict identifies Doolan Canyon as 
potential parkland and trails.

The 107-acre parcel will be 
owned as open space by the 
city. A management plan will 
be developed and an endow-
ment fund established to cover 
the management. Stewart said 
there will be a discussion July 
17 at the Altamont Committee 
meeting regarding the endow-
ment and management plan. If 
the decision were to restore the 
site to ultimate habitat state, an 
estimated $535,000 could be set 
aside for the purpose. If the land 
is to be left as it is, the cost would 
be far less.

The city has additional money 
to purchase other open space. 
There is currently a little over $8 
million in the Altamont Landfill 
fund. There is over $5 million in 
the Dougherty Valley settlement 
account and over $630,000 in the 

(See OPEN SPACE, page 5)
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Livermore Mayor Marshall Kamena delivered his annual "State of the City" talk.

While the City of Livermore 
may face a challenging budget 
now, the future looks bright. 

That was the message deliv-
ered by Mayor Marshall Kamena 
during his annual State of the 
City address using the theme, 
“Igniting the Future in Challeng-
ing Times.”

The talk was hosted by the 
Livermore Chamber of Com-
merce. It was the first of four 
presentations in the Chamber’s 
wine country luncheon series.

Kamena started with the not 
so good news, noting that the 
city has seen a reduction in both 
property and sale tax revenues. 
Lower assessments have lowered 
property taxes. The sales tax is 
down due to low auto sales, lower 
fuel sales and consumer cutbacks 
in spending, said Kamena. The 
decline in sales tax at 21 percent 
is the highest in the city’s his-
tory. As a result of the reduced 
income, the city has had to cut 
$10.1 million from its 2008-2010 
budget.

Of concern when it comes to 
the budget, is the potential for the 
state to take additional money, 
including $380,000 from the 
redevelopment agency for three 
years and all of the highway 
user funds, which come to about 
$1.2 million the first year and 
$980,000 for each of the next 
two years.

Kamena noted that taking the 
highway funds would increase 
the city’s street repair backlog. 
Grabbing redevelopment funds 
would curtail investment in the 
downtown revitalization, afford-
able housing and cultural arts.

On a positive note, Kamena 
declared, “The future can be 
bright in Livermore.”

There is an effort underway to 
establish Livermore as a science 
and technical center. Kamena 
pointed to the National Ignition 
Facility (NIF) as the key to at-
tracting high tech business to 
the area. Kamena stated, “It has 
taken years and billions to put 
NIF together. It provides the 
potential for a carbon free energy 
source for the future.” 

“Livermore is uniquely po-
sitioned to become the leader 
in clean technology and green 
energy from research and devel-

opment to production,” contin-
ued Kamena. He noted that the 
national laboratories produce 
knowledge in many fields includ-
ing global warming, renewable 
energy, transportation, and home-
land security. 

The city would partner with 
the two national laboratories to 
market the industrial areas of 
Livermore, and encourage busi-
ness development through techni-
cal licensing efforts of laboratory 
technology. There are 1600 acres 
available to establish the theme, 
“Photon Valley.” It is projected 
the effort could produce 5000 
new jobs in Livermore.

Other bright spots in the city’s 
future include the Prime Retail 
Outlet at El Charro. Kamena 
said groundbreaking is expected 
in spring 2010. The outlet will 
provide hundreds of jobs. It will 
feature over 153 high end outlet 
stores. Nieman Marcus and Saks 
5th Avenue are the anchors. The 

tentative grand opening is No-
vember 2011. “I will be a desti-
nation place. The expectation is 
that over a half milioin customers 
will shop there each year,” added 
Kamena.

Groundbreaking is also pro-
jected for another large project, 
the John L. Sullivan Toyota 
dealership in North Livermore. 
The tentative start is 2009 with 
the opening in fall 2010. 

“To attract and keep business, 
the city has established a city-
wide incentive program,” con-
tinued Kamena. Payment of de-
velopment impact fees has been 
deferred until utility activation. 
Businesses that generate $30,000 
or over in sales tax can take part 
in a reimbursement plan. 

In the downtown, two devel-
opers are working with the staff 
on plans for the Livermore Vil-
lage. The tentative groundbreak-
ing for a regional theater is 2009. 
“It is wonderful to go downtown 

and see the bustling life there,” 
said Kamena.

Youth programs include the 
annual summer reading program. 
There were 3,428 kids who 
participated last year, reading 
127,000 books. Paths to Picasso 
works with troubled teens. Ka-
mena said there are ten teens 
in the program now working to 
create a mural on the LAVTA bus 
center in the downtown.

Work on projects to improve 
the freeway is moving forward, 
including HOV lanes in both 
directions. A program level en-
vironmental impact report for a 
BART extension to Livermore 
is scheduled for completion this 
fall. Employees and visitors will 
need a way to get to  Photon Val-
ley. We need a transportation hub 
near the Lab where ACE, BART 
and high speed rail would meet,” 
he declared.

Future Looks Bright for Livermore
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UC Retirement Initiative Fails
An initiative to remove responsibility for University of Cali-

fornia retirement plans from the UC Regents has failed to gain 
enough signatures to make the June 2010 ballot.

The initiative was submitted by leaders of the University of 
California branch of the American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees.

It aimed at establishing a board with wide membership 
— legislators, a union member, faculty, a retiree — to oversee 
the UC retirement plan.  Under the California constitution, UC 
is an autonomous organization and the retirement plan is the sole 
responsibility of the Regents.

Bridge Loans for Small Businesses
The Small Business Administration (SBA) is now accepting 

loans for a temporary new program called America’s Recovery 
Capital (ARC).  ARC loans of up to $35,000 are designed to 
provide a “bridge” for viable small businesses with immediate 
financial hardship to keep their doors open until they get back 
on track.

 ARC loans are deferred-payment loans of up to $35,000, 
available to established, viable, for-profit small businesses that 
need short-term help to make their principal and interest pay-
ments on existing and qualifying business debt. ARC loans are 
100 percent guaranteed by the SBA and have no SBA fees as-
sociated with them.

The loans will be disbursed over a period of up to six months 
and will provide funds to be used for payments of principal and 
interest for existing, qualifying small business debt including 
mortgages, term and revolving lines of credit, capital leases, 
credit card obligations and notes payable to vendors, suppliers and 
utilities. SBA will pay the interest on ARC loans to the lenders at 
the variable rate of prime plus two percent.   
 Repayment will not begin until 12 months after the final dis-
bursement.  After the 12-month deferral period, borrowers will 
pay back the loan principal over a period of five years.

 ARC loans will be made by commercial lenders, not SBA di-
rectly.  For more information on ARC loans, visit www.sba.gov   

  For more information about all of the SBA’s programs for 
small businesses, call the SBA Answer Desk at 1-800 U ASK 
SBA or TDD 704-344-6640, or visit the SBA’s Web site at www.
sba.gov  

  
Money for Older Cars

The Bay Area Air Quality Management District is increasing 
the amount paid for older, higher polluting vehicles from $650 to 
$1,000 beginning July 1st. The expanded program also extends 
the age requirement for eligible vehicles from 1987 to 1989 and 
older. The voluntary program is available to owners of light-duty 
vehicles in the Air District’s nine county jurisdiction that meet 
requirements established by State regulations.

The Vehicle Buy Back program targets older vehicles because 
they lack modern emission-control systems and therefore typically 
emit more pollution. Since 1996, the Vehicle Buy Back Program 
has scrapped over 42,887 vehicles, with a reduction of 390 tons 
per year of air pollutants. Last year, the program retired 4,494 
vehicles. It is estimated that the expansion of the program will 
double that number over the next year. 

For each vehicle that is scrapped, an estimated average of 150 
pounds per year of air pollutants are prevented from being emit-
ted into the air. Among the air pollutants reduced by scrapping 
old vehicles are fine particulates and those that form ozone—the 
main ingredient in smog.  These pollutants contribute to respira-
tory diseases and even increased mortality rates.  Emissions of 
greenhouse gases, which have been linked to climate change, 
will also be reduced.

The public can get additional information about the Vehicle 
Buy Back program by calling 1-888-690-CASH (690-2274) or 
visiting www.baaqmd.gov/vbb.

County Acting Director
The Alameda County Board of Supervisors have  announced 

the appointment of Alex Briscoe as Acting Director of the Al-
ameda County Health Care Services (HCSA), effective July 6, 
2009.   Briscoe will replace Dave J. Kears who is retiring after 
35 years of County service.  The Board is conducting a national 
search for a permanent replacement.

Briscoe joined Alameda County in 2006 as the Children’s 

Services Director for the HCSA and has been serving as Deputy 
Director since 2007 where he leads the design and development 
of countywide health services.  His most recent projects include 
clinical service design in foster care and juvenile justice settings 
as well as the integration of behavioral health practices in primary 
and specialty care settings.  

Award for Zone 7
Zone 7 Water Agency’s Del Valle Water Treatment Plant has 

received a national award for maintaining the Directors Award 
of recognition from the Partnership for Safe Water. The partner-
ship is a national volunteer initiative developed by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other water 
organizations representing water suppliers striving to provide 
their communities with drinking water quality that surpasses the 
required federal standards. 

The Directors Award is presented to water systems that have 
completed a successful review in the Partnership’s Self-Assess-
ment and Peer Review phase, a phase in which utilities examine the 
capabilities of their treatment plant operation and administration 
and then create a plan for implementing improvements. Zone 7 has 
maintained the Directors Award for ten years, an honor achieved by 
only 16 water utilities across the country.  Zone 7 Water Agency’s 
ongoing participation in the program includes a rigorous review 
of treatment practices developed by national experts, and also 
includes a four-step, self-assessment and peer-review process.

“Maintaining Directors Award status for ten years demonstrates 
our philosophy of constant vigilance to improve water quality,” 
said Zone 7 Board President Sarah Palmer. “We are thrilled to 
receive national recognition for this ongoing commitment. It’s a 
great reflection on the hard work of our staff.” 

Zone 7, which provides treated drinking water to retailers serv-
ing 200,000 people in Livermore, Pleasanton, Dublin and Dough-
erty Valley, was presented with the Ten-Year Directors Award at 
the American Water Works Association’s Annual Conference & 
Exposition in San Diego, California, in June.

Endorsements
Mark DeSaulnier: The Northern California Carpenters Regional 

Council (NCCRC) has endorsed Senator Mark DeSaulnier for 
Congressional District 10.  NCCRC joins other California labor 
organizations in support of DeSaulnier for Congress including the 
Contra Costa Central Labor Council and the Contra Costa Building 
and Construction Trades Council.

 “On behalf of thousands of carpenters, our union is proud to en-
dorse Senator Mark DeSaulnier for Congress,” said Bob Alvarado, 
Executive Officer of the Northern California Carpenters Regional 
Council. “Mark has fought for working people throughout his ca-
reer, standing with us to achieve health care for all, a living wage, 
and safe workplaces. He will continue to fight for the rights of 
working families when he is in Congress,” Alvarado added.

The El Cerrito Democratic Club joined a list of local Demo-
cratic officials and activists in endorsing Mark DeSaulnier for 
Congress.  After a candidate forum Tuesday night, during which 
candidates discussed their campaigns and answered questions from 
the membership, the El Cerrito Democratic Club voted to endorse 
Mark DeSaulnier for Congress with 60% of the vote. Along with 
DeSaulnier, attending the event were candidates John Garamendi, 
Joan Buchanan, and Adriel Hampton.  Anthony Woods, who sent a 
staff member, did not attend because he was in New York raising 
money for his campaign.

DeSaulnier, a Democrat, currently represents El Cerrito in the 
California State Senate.  DeSaulnier’s other endorsements include 
current 10th District Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher, Congress-
man George Miller, and Assemblyman Tom Torlakson.

John Garamendi: Citing his lifelong support for working fami-
lies as a California legislator, Insurance Commissioner and Lieu-
tenant Governor, SEIU California State Council today announced 
its endorsement of John Garamendi to represent California’s 10th 
Congressional District in the United States Congress.  

“Working families know we can count on John Garamendi to 
stand up for us in Congress, because he’s been fighting for our 
health care, our home care and our kids’ future for more than 
thirty years,” said Courtni Pugh, Executive Director of SEIU’s 
California State Council.
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Wine Country Supported 
Tenuta Winery has prevailed in its appeal of limits on 

tasting room hours and special events that were approved 
by the Livermore Planning Commission.

The winery had been holding events not allowed under 
its conditional use permit (CUP). Neighbors complained, 
leading the city to suggest that Tenuta apply for a new CUP. 
In response to the application, the Planning Commission 
added activities.  However, Tenuta felt the conditions 
were still too restrictive and appealed the decision. The 
Livermore City Council upheld the appeal by a 3-1 vote 
last week. In upholding the appeal, the council increased 
the number of small events while keeping large events 
to a minimum. The large events have the most impact 
on neighbors.

While some of the neighbors wanted to keep the events 
at a reduced level, others stood up for the small winery. 
They said the restrictions would send a "chilling message" 
to winery owners and stunt the growth that many desire 
for the Livermore Valley Wine Country.

Marshall Kamena, Marj Leider and Doug Horner 
supported the appeal, Jeff Williams opposed it.

Tenuta isn't getting a free hand. Among other 
requirements, the winery must hire an events manager 
to monitor noise and parking.

This was an important precedent-setting issue. If our 
wine country is to grow, the wineries need some reasonable 
latitude in events they hold. We think Kamena, Leider 
and Horner made a wise decision.

 
                            
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Miller issued a statement 
of praise and support.  “I have no 
doubt that the nation and our al-
lies will benefit greatly in her new 
capacity with the Administration.  
Her leadership and in-depth 
knowledge of national security 
and international affairs will go 
a long way in making the world 
a safer place,” he wrote.

Paul Hommert, outgoing San-
dia/California vice president, 
called Tauscher “a leader on na-
tional security issues within the 
Congress” whose “knowledge 
and leadership will serve the na-
tion well in her new position at 
the Department of State.”

The final days of Ellen 
Tauscher’s 13 years in the House 
of Representatives were intense.  
Late last Thursday, she was con-
firmed unanimously after a block 
on her nomination was lifted, 
reportedly by Republican Senator 
John Kyl.  Friday, she cast her 
final vote, in favor of the closely 
debated energy bill, and said an 
emotional goodbye to the House.  
Saturday, she married former 
Delta airline pilot Jim Cieslak. 

Tauscher’s new job title is that 
of Under Secretary of State for 
Arms Control and International 
Security, which makes her a 
senior advisor to Secretary Hill-
ary Clinton and President Barak 
Obama.  Tauscher is a centrist 
Democrat and leader of the New 
Democrat Coalition. She has 
strong personal and professional 
credentials for the job.

Ron Cochran, Executive Of-
ficer at Lawrence Livermore Lab, 
worked with Tauscher frequently 
during her years in Congress.  He 
said he found her an exception-
ally quick study, with a sense of 

Special 
Election To 

Replace Tauscher
State election code requires 

California governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to declare a 
special election to replace Ellen 
Tauscher as representative of 
the 10th Congressional District 
within about four months (spe-
cifically, 112 to 126 days.)  He 
has two weeks from last Friday, 
the date of her resignation from 
Congress, to set the date.  Most 
observers expect him to make the 
choice sooner rather than later, 
but at the time the Independent 
went to press, the date had not 
been announced.

The special election will be 
preceded by a primary election 
about eight weeks earlier.  The 
entire race could be decided in 
the primary if a candidate gets 
50 percent of the ballots plus 
one.  Otherwise there will be a 
runoff.

The 10th District covers parts 
of four counties, Alameda , 
Contra Costa, Sacramento and 
Solano, which will have to pay 
for the elections with little hope 
of financial help from a state that 
is already looking at mailing out 
IOUs to cover its debts.

There is little chance of fi-
nancial support from a state that 
is already looking at sending out 
IOUs in place of checks.  The 
counties will do what they can 
to reduce costs by various means 
such as consolidating precincts 
and finding cheaper means of 
counting ballots.

Contra Costa County, with 
two-thirds of District 10 voters, 
expects to pay at least $856,000.  
Solano County , with 18 per-
cent of voters, expects to pay 
$333,000. 

Expected costs in Alameda 
and Sacramento Counties were 
unavailable as the Independent 
went to press.  Alameda has 12 
percent of the District voters, 
Sacramento 3 percent. 

TAUSCHER
(continued from page one)

pragmatism stemming from her 
business background.  Recalling 
her first trip to Russia for discus-
sions of nuclear weapons secu-
rity, he said, “You could see she 
had a strong and growing interest 
in arms control and nonprolifera-
tion matters.  She developed a 
wide and deep knowledge of the 
subject.  And now she is a genu-
ine expert.”

That’s expertise that will serve 
her well at the State Depart-
ment.  To Cochran, echoing Lab 
Director Miller, “her moving to 
this (State Department) job is a 
great thing for Ellen and for the 
international community. We’re 
going to miss her, but she gave 
us 13 years of very strong as-
sistance for programs that she 
supported.”

Nonproliferation – under-
standing and slowing the inter-
national spread of weapons of 
mass destruction – was and is 
one key program for Lawrence 
Livermore.  Another was the 
development and completion of 
the National Ignition Facility, 
the world’s most powerful laser, 
dedicated just a month ago.

More than once over the 
years, “there were major chal-
lenges whether NIF could be 
successfully built,” Cochran 
recalls.  Tauscher “listened to the 
issues.  She was very quick to 
grasp essential points.  She made 
up her own mind.  Once she did 
that, she helped us by getting our 
message out” about the reasons 
for supporting it.

She has also served as chair of 
the Strategic Forces Subcommit-
tee of the House Armed Services 
Committee, which gave her tre-

mendous influence in the Lab’s 
weapons program.

More generally, according to 
Lawrence Lab director Miller, 
she has been a “bipartisan leader 
in Congress on science and na-
tional security… a tremendous 
advocate for the DOE’s national 
laboratories.”

As for her replacement, weeks 
of campaigning and at least one 
four-county election lie in the 
near future.  A primary election 
involving all candidates will be 
held within eight weeks of the 
Governor’s announcement of the 
special election.  If no candidate 
receives more than 50 percent of 
the vote, a run-off will follow.  
After serving an abbreviated 
term, the winner will then have 
to stand for the general election 
in 2010.

Declared or likely candidates 
to date range from experienced 
politicians to relative novices.  
Democratic candidates include 
Tiffany Atwood, Danville plan-
ning commissioner; Tony Both-
well, San Francisco attorney; 
Joan Buchanan, State assembly-
woman; Mark DeSaulnier, State 
senator endorsed by Tauscher; 
John Garamendi, Lieutenant 
Governor; Adriel Hampton, mu-
nicipal investigator for the San 
Francisco Attorney’s office; and 
Anthony Woods, Army veteran.   

The Green candidate is Jer-
emy Cloward, college professor, 
Pleasant Hill. The Independent 
candidate is Gino VanGundy, at-
torney, Dougherty Valley.

Republican candidates in-
clude David Harmer, attorney; 
and Catherine Moy, Fairfield city 
councilwoman.

     

law that requires city’s to reduce 
carbon emissions. Hosterman 
said the state’s argument is that 
many workers have to commute 
to jobs in Pleasanton, adding to 
global warming. 

Hosterman explained, “We 
plan to continue to vigorously de-
fend the lawsuit. I feel as though 
we have some great arguments 
in our favor that would allow us 
to be able to hang on to plan land 
use as we see fit.” She declined to 
say what the arguments were.

Hosterman continued, “The 
attorney general has insisted that 
we set aside the ordinance. We 
can’t do that. It’s voter approved. 
The issue will have to go through 
the court system.”

City Attorney Michael Roush 
said that the city has received a 
formal letter from the attorney 
general asking to allow interven-
tion in the current lawsuit, rather 
than having to file formal papers. 
“The council determined that one 
more plaintiff wouldn’t make or 
break the case.”

If the plaintiffs were to prevail 
in their lawsuit, Roush said city 
actions would depend on the 
court order. The decision may 
allow the city to take the issue 
back to the voters, or it could just 
render the cap invalid.

Hosterman wasn’t sure the 
suit could be considered a land-
mark case. Other cities have had 
similar types of growth measures. 
“We weren’t the first. We may be 
the last,” she commented. 

In 1996, Pleasanton voters 
adopted Measure GG, which im-
posed a permanent cap of 29,000 
total housing units within the 
city. At the time, Pleasanton had 
21,180 homes, apartments and 
condominiums. The cap allowed 
for fewer than 8,000 new housing 
units to be built within city limits, 
regardless of demand or state law 
requirements. The State requires 
Pleasanton to show where 3,277 
additional housing units could 
be built between 2007 and 2014. 
There are less than 2000 units left 
under the cap.

The Attorney General made 
the following observations: the 
City is now on the verge of 
adopting a General Plan update, 
which calls for the creation of 
45,000 additional jobs by 2025, 
while retaining the 29,000 limit 
on housing. In the past 10 years, 
job growth in Pleasanton has 
nearly doubled — from 31,683 to 
more than 58,000. As a result of 
the cap, many workers have been 
unable to find affordable housing 
within Pleasanton.  

Hosterman stated, “The city 
is not in the business of building 
houses. Even if there were a jobs 
housing balance in Pleasanton, 
there is no way to be sure that 
people work and live in the same 
location. 

In his suit, Brown contends 
that:

•  Pleasanton is violating state 
law by enforcing a housing cap 
that prevents the City from ac-
commodating its fair share of the 
regional housing goal established 
by state housing element law.

• Pleasanton’s housing cap 
violates the state constitution, 
which prohibits cities from adopt-
ing ordinances that conflict with 
state law.

• Pleasanton’s general plan is 
internally inconsistent, in viola-
tion of California Government 
Code. The City’s existing land 
use element contains the hous-
ing cap limit of 29,000 housing 
units, while its housing element 
recognizes that the cap must be 
addressed because it prevents the 
City from meeting its fair share 
of regional housing needs.

In a press release issued by the 
Brown, it states that if Pleasanton 
continues to enforce its housing 
cap, the consequences for the 
region include the following: 
increased traffic congestion and 
longer commute times, and more 
urban sprawl, which means com-
munities outside of Pleasanton 
will continue to lose farmland 
and open space to accommodate 
Pleasanton’s workers. These 
communities will have to build 
more schools, fire and police sta-
tions to keep up with anticipated 
growth. There will be increased 
greenhouse gas emissions. More 
people will be commuting for 
longer periods and over greater 
distances. Pleasanton’s CO2 
output was 1.388 million tons in 
2008. When the City is projected 
to reach 105,000 jobs in 2025, it 
is estimated its CO2 output will 
increase to 1.940 million tons. 
The increase is the equivalent of 
adding 120,000 cars to the road 
every year.

Pleasanton is involved in two 
other land use lawsuits. 

One is the Oak Grove refer-
endum. Arguments were heard 
last week in appellate court. A 
decision could take up to 90 days. 
If the referendum were upheld, 
Pleasanton voters could be given 
the opportunity to vote on wheth-
er they want the development in 
the hills of southeast Pleasanton 
to move forward, or the council 
could adopt the referendum.

The other lawsuit is a chal-
lenge to the adequacy of the 
Staples Ranch environmental 
impact report. Recently, the city 
council approved a supplemental 
EIR study. 

Roush said the EIR may ad-
dress a lot of the issues raised 
in the litigation. They include 
impact on species habitat and 
extension of Stoneridge Drive.

LAWSUIT
(continued from page one)

permissible. However, the state 
granted districts a dispensation, 
because of the current extreme 
funding crisis. 

Originally, notices were sent 
in March to holders of jobs that 
equal 243 full-time equivalents. 
Because of federal stimulus 
funds, more flexibility in the 
categorical money, give-backs 
by administrators on working 
days, and by teachers on prepa-
ration days, now the final count 
looks to be105 lost full-time 
equivalents.

The positions include 56 cer-
tificated, who are mostly teach-
ers, 16 administrators, and 23 
support staff, including secretar-
ies and custodians. 

By comparison, the Measure 
G parcel tax effort, which failed 
at the polls June 2, would have 
provided enough funding for 
each of four years to hire back 
123 full-time equivalents. 

In making the motion to ap-
prove the budget, trustee Pat Ker-
nan said that he was “not happy 
to approve it,” but he thanked 
all of the laid-off employees for 
their service. 

Despite draconian cuts from 
previous years, board president 
Chris Grant said the district can 
hold its head high knowing that 

programs were preserved as 
much as possible in the class-
room. 

Grant told The Independent, 
“I believe we are extraordinarily 
well-positioned for the future. 
We’ve made the reductions that 
are necessary, focused on cuts 
away from the classroom, and are 
providing services that will have 
the greatest impact on student 
achievement and well being.” 

“This coming year, despite 
difficult cuts, we are able to 
maintain a portion of class size 
reduction, academic interven-
tion programs and counselors,” 
said Grant. 

The district is ranked eighth 
in the state among more than 300 
unified school districts. Most of 
its schools have won state and 
national recognition. The district 
starts at the top of the ladder, be-
fore facing the cuts, said Grant. 

Trustee Jim Ott was not at 
the meeting. He taking care of 
his family.

SPECIAL MEETING 
BRINGS BACK 6 SLOTS 
The restoration of six posi-

tions was held over to June 29 
at the request of trustee Jamie 
Hintzke. (This time Ott was able 
to attend, and bring the board up 
to full complement.) Hintzke said 

that she wanted to allow residents 
an opportunity to comment pub-
licly on the merits of restoring 
the jobs. 

The job restorations that were 
approved unanimously were the 
retention of 1.5 vice principal 
positions at middle schools, the 
coordinator of data processing 
and the coordinator of vocational 
education. 

The money for the vice prin-
cipals comes from funds given 
back to the district by adminis-
trators, who are foregoing pay 
for three days, and also by their 
savings on more limited cell 
phone use. 

The data processing and voca-
tional education positions receive 
outside funds. Preserving those 
positions were thought to keep 
the district in a good position to 
continue those funds when the 
state funding picture gets better, 
superintendent John Casey told 
the Independent. 

The board also passed, on a 3-
2 vote, an extension of positions 
for a few months of three people 
who are retiring in the fall. Casey 
said the extensions will firm up 
their retirements financially, 
and will help in the transition 
a smaller staff when the school 
year begins in the fall. 

Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District board approved 
a draft budget and capital im-
provement project budget last 
week.

This preliminary operating 
budget is  $16,413,725 for the 
Operating Budget and  the capi-
tal budget is set at $6,133,777 
for the Capital Budget. The 
operating budget was cut by 5 
percent, or $851,763, in response 
to reduced property tax revenue 
and increased retirement system 
costs. The budget still allows 
the District to keep intact most 
programs, facilities and park 
maintenance levels.

The final operating budget is 
scheduled for adoption in August. 
At that time, it is hoped there will 
be a better idea of the state budget 
impacts on the district.

The Board discussed options 
for possible cost savings in the 
future. LARPD’s Camp Shelly, 
located at Lake Tahoe, is under 
consideration for potential clo-
sure in 2010. The Board members 
will meet in committees during 
the next month to discuss alter-
nate ways of operating the camp. 
Current annual costs are $36,000, 
of which $30,000 goes to staffing 
and $6,000 to other expenses.

The budget presented Wednes-
day proposed closure of Valley 
Rock Gym in September. The 
Board voted to keep the gym 
open for now. Staff will analyze 
ways to finance the $40,000 an-
nual subsidy. The issue will be 
revisited at the Aug. 12 Board 
meeting when a final budget is 
presented.

The Board will also be look-

Valerie Arkin voted against 
extending the terms. 

The vote to combine the cur-
rent public information officer 
and technology coordinator into 
one job that is split 60/40, was 
4-1. Arkin voted against it. 

Arkin told The Independent 
later that she voted against cre-
ation of the new job, despite 
its consolidation of two jobs, 
because the board had already 
voted to end the jobs. She said 
that the district’s budget advisory 
committee took a survey of the 
community to see which jobs 
had priority. Teachers were at 
the top, followed by counselors. 
Administrators were at or near 
the bottom, she said. The money 
could be better spent saving 
teachers’ jobs, she added. 

“Since I represent the com-
munity, our decisions as board 
members are supposed to be 
based on what is best for kids,” 
declared Arkin. 

 

ing at staffing levels for Syca-
more Grove Park and other open 
space parks. Staffing patterns 
and services provided will be 
discussed in upcoming commit-
tee meetings.

Scott Kamena suggested that 
closing Camp Shelly could pro-
vide funds that could be used for 
other programs.

He supported keeping the 
rock gym open, because of the 
uniqueness of the program. “We 
need to figure out what we do 
well and what services we pro-
vide that others don’t. If we close 
the rock gym, there is no similar 
service in the area. Savings from 
closing Camp Shelly are not 
significant. If we do close it, we 
could eliminate a ranger position 
that would mean more savings,” 
said Kamena.

Kamena noted that the state 
has shown no indication it will 
be responsible with its budget. 
It is unlikely the state will be 
able to balance its budget with-
out suspending Proposition 1A. 
“We need to prepare now.” If the 
proposition were suspended, the 
district would lose an additional 
amount of property taxes each 
year over the next three years.

Director Steve Goodman 
wanted the opportunity to discuss 
how operating Camp Shelly could 
be made profitable. “I have ideas. 
I do not want to cut the camp 
without looking at these ideas. I 
think we can manage it by hiring 
people to work on a percentage 
basis. We did it before. Once the 
camp is closed, we won’t get it 
back,” Goodman stated.  

Director Beth Wilson agreed 

with Goodman that the camp 
should be kept open. Closing it 
would represent a $6000 savings 
compared to a $40,000 savings if 
the rock gym were closed. She 
suggested that more rangers were 
needed with the increase in parks 
and trails.

Kamena said that he would 
like more detailed information as 
to how staff spent their time. He 
used as an example rangers, who 
he said spend 90 percent of their 
time at Sycamore Grove Park. 
Yet, the job description includes 
visiting Brushy Peak and Gara-
venta Wetlands. “I can’t make a 
decision on ranger staffing levels 
based on the data provided. He 
suggested the district should not 
be paying ranger wages to clean 
restrooms and remove weeds. 
Both tasks are listed as ranger 
duties.

When it comes to cutting 
programs, Kamena said that 
decisions should not be based on 
whether a program makes money, 
nor whether it was the most re-
cent program added. 

General Manager Tim Barry 

said that staff would provide ad-
ditional detail.

Changes in this year’s operat-
ing budget include the following: 
travel funds for directors were 
deleted with the exception of 
those for Maryalice Faltings, who 
serves on the California Recre-
ation and Park District board; 
staff received no pay increases 
(pay has been frozen since Feb. 
of this year); there will be no new 
staffing or new subsidized pro-
grams added; and there will be no 
increase in health benefits. 

Various fees throughout the 
District will have minor increas-
es, such as changing the daily 
parking fee at Sycamore Grove 
Park from $3 to $4. The District 
also plans to reduce water usage 
by 20 percent and reduce fertil-
izer in parks. This may lead to 
a more yellowed appearance of 
parks during warm months. 

Goodman stated, “These are 
difficult times. The staff is mak-
ing sacrifices. We have difficult 
decisions ahead if the state con-
tinues to take money. There could 
be a reduction in staffing.”

BUDGET
(continued from page one)

LARPD Board Saves Rock Gym for Now 

the duty to look for change that 
will benefit our children, and 
our world for the long term,” 
said McNerney “Just last week, 
Congress passed a groundbreak-
ing energy policy,” he said. 
Eventually it will mean no more 

money going to Iran and Venezu-
ela to prop up dictators. There 
also will be more stability for 
the economy, because it won’t 
have to depend on fluctuating oil 
prices. “The policy gets us where 
we need to go,” he said. 

RECOVERY
(continued from page one)
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Vasco Landfill account.
Stewart said the price paid for 

the Doolan property will estab-
lish a good comparison for future 
acquisitions. He declined to say if 
there were other properties under 
consideration. “We keep our eyes 
and ears open for land that is con-
sistent with the goals of creating a 
buffer and establishing the urban 
growth boundary,” he stated.

EBRPD approved a process 
to apply for grants to purchase 
phase II of the ranch property. 
The value of the remaining 1,156 
acres is just over $5 million. 
The seller has agreed to sell the 
property to the district for $3.5 
million. The property is adja-
cent to the 5200 acre Pleasanton 
Ridge Regional Park. EBRPD 
requested $1 million in Altamont 
Landfill funds to help pay for 

the land. The representatives of 
the County, Pleasanton and the 
Sierra Club all approved the 
expenditure.

The City of Pleasanton re-
ceives some funding from the 
Altamont Settlement. However, 
much of it has been spent. One 
thought was to borrow money 
from Livermore’s share. It is 
anticipated there will be other 
properties available for purchase 
in North Livermore and Doolan 
Canyon that could need Liver-
more’s share of the Altamont 
Settlement open space funds. The 
Open Space Committee agreed 
to look at borrowing against the 
landfill income stream at a future 
meeting in case land purchase 
opportunities arise that would be 
lost without additional funds.

RECOVERY
(continued from page one)

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Frequent letter writers may have 
publication of their letters 

Airport Re-zoning
William L. and 
Elizabeth A. Kruer
Pleasanton 

Please, please be aware of our 
concerns about the Livermore 
airport. This is a small valley, al-
ready very strongly impacted by 
remarkable traffic on interstate 
580! The entire valley will suffer 
from increased airport traffic. We 
must be very careful in proceed-
ing! Please hear our concerns, 
including

The EIR must reflect the in-
crease in plane traffic that will 
occur with the completion of the 
FBO & hanger projects.

The new zoning must pro-
hibit Air Cargo service and must 
restrict the size and number of 
based charter jets.

If as has been stated by City 
staff that “nothing will change 
due to the re-zoning," then why 
are we spending the time and 
money to do so?

The definitions for the pro-
posed new zoning districts must 
be more specific and defined.

Why is the City proposing to 
eliminate the 1975 Airport Mas-
ter Plan from the City’s General 
Plan?   By eliminating the Master 
Plan from the General Plan, what 
items that are now covered under 
the Master Plan will not be cov-
ered by re-zoning?

Airport Re-zoning
Robert and Lisa Urbina
Pleasanton

The Airport EIR must reflect 
the increase is plane traffic that 
will occur with the completion of 
the FBO & hanger projects.

The new zoning must pro-
hibit Air Cargo service and must 
restrict the size and number of 
based charter jets.

If as has been stated by City 
staff that “nothing will change 
due to the re-zoning," then why 
are we spending the time and 
money to do so?

The definitions for the pro-
posed new zoning districts must 
be more specific and defined.

Why is the City proposing to 
eliminate the 1975 Airport Mas-
ter Plan from the City’s General 
Plan?   By eliminating the Master 
Plan from the General Plan, what 
items that are now covered under 
the Master Plan will not be cov-
ered by re-zoning?

I am directly within the flight 
zone of anyone going in and out 
of the Livermore Airport.  I am an 
understanding citizen and believe 
that growth is good, but when 
did common courtesy no longer 
prevail over growth?  There have 
been some planes that I felt were 
going to land on the room of my 
house.  I live in Pleasanton and 
even if I owned my own private 
jet, I wouldn’t want to disturb my 
family or neighbors whenever I 
“came home."

Changing 
Patricia Caldeira
Livermore

Almost fifty-four years ago 
when I moved to Livermore, it 
was basically a nice ranching 
and western town with a world 
class rodeo. 

Today some people would like 
to change it to include a huge the-
atre for the performing arts.

We already have a beautiful 
small theatre for the perform-
ing arts that has not really had 
a chance to prove itself.  At first 
there were some new restaurants 
in that neighborhood.  Today, 
several of them have already 
closed.

You cannot buy shoes or 
clothes in downtown Livermore, 
yet the local western apparel 
store that has been here since I 
moved here and is strong and 
thriving.

It is sad to see so many other 
empty storefronts downtown.

The Cattleman’s restaurant 
is always busy. The Rodeo still 
draws a good crowd to this day. 
Is it possible the local politicians 
and a few individuals are trying 
to take this town in the wrong 
direction????

Power Lines
Richard Ryon
President, Friends 
of the Vineyards

Letter to David Young, NEPA 
Document Manager, Western 
Area Power Administration:

Our thanks to the TANC 
representatives who came to the 
public forum in Livermore on 
May 27th. We appreciate that 
they listened carefully to a big 
room full of folks who were 
either outright opposed to the 
project or who offered construc-
tive suggestions to improve the 
project. Friends of the Vineyards 
is dedicated to preserving and 
enhancing the vineyards, agri-
cultural lands, and open spaces 
of the Livermore Valley. In order 
that they be preserved, they must 
remain productive and profitable 
to the wineries. Those winer-
ies depend on local, regional, 
and national tourism. Tourism 
undoubtedly will suffer if our 
valley is inflicted with yet an-
other unsightly set of high-power 
transmission lines.

Friends of the Vineyards iden-
tifies several significant impacts 
listed in your Notice of Prepara-
tion of EIR. These include:

Aesthetics / Visual: Visual 
blight, bringing and industrial 
character to our neighborhoods, 
vineyards, scenic roadways, and 
parks.

Agricultural Resources: Ad-
verse impacts on vineyards and 
croplands, the South Livermore 
Plan, agricultural easements, 
Williamson Act contracts, and 
conversion of prime agricultural 
lands to non-agricultural uses.

Land Use and Recreation: 
Conflicts with Alameda County 
and City of Livermore plans 
and regulations, specifically the 
South Livermore Plan.

Socioeconomics: Impacts 
to property values of parcels 
crossed by or near the TTP. This 
will have a devastating impact 

on tourism and the profitability 
of our wineries. The unmitigated 
project as proposed will be a 
blemish on our winegrowing 
district and our downtown, both 
of which we regard as precious 
and in which we continue to 
invest heavily with public and 
private funds.

We suggest three alternatives 
to mitigate these obvious adverse 
impacts. The first alternative is 
no project. The “greenest” green 
power is produced at or near 
where it will be used. Rooftop 
solar panels are an example. If 
power is produced locally where 
it is used, there would be no need 
for additional transmission lines 
through our valley. The second 
alternative is to run the lines well 
south of the Livermore Valley 
through the hills. While this al-
ternative merely moves the prob-
lem elsewhere, at least it would 
not impact a highly developed 
and productive region. Perhaps 
PG&E could be persuaded to 
join you in this remote location 
and remove existing lines from 
our valley.

The third alternative is to use 
an existing transmission line 
right-of-way1.  As unsightly as 
they are, if TANC were to use 
the same right-of-way and pref-
erably the same towers, at least 
there would be no significant in-
crease in adverse consequences. 
A sub-alternative and preferred 
mitigation is to put the TANC 
lines underground in those rights-
of-way2. While the initial invest-
ment to do so is high, we have no 
doubt that if TANC were to do 
this, TANC would enjoy strong 
support from our community to 
have Pacific Gas and Electric 
join you by undergrounding 
their existing lines and sharing 
the cost.

There is a recurring theme 
here, namely coordination with 
other transmission agencies. No 
project through our valley should 
be constructed independently 
of PG&E and/or Hetch Hetchy 
Power. Combined, the transmis-
sion agencies would be stronger 
than individually and would be 
better neighbors to all of us who 
live in the Livermore Valley.

Transmission lines would not 
be proposed and would not be 
permitted in a national treasure 
such as Yosemite. Please do not 
impose this blight on our local 
“Yosemite.”

Donate to Schools
Gretchen and John Clatworthy
Pleasanton

We were very disappointed in 
the fact that Measure G did not 
receive enough votes to pass, due 
to the two-thirds of total votes 
requirement. We are strongly 
supporting the PPIE/PSEE effort 
to raise sufficient funds to restore 
some of the recent cuts and have 
already sent in our donation. We 
urge all of the folks who voted 
in favor or Measure G to make a 
donation and to encourage others 
who may not have voted one way 
or the other to help support our 
schools with a donation.

The children, and in our case 
grandchildren, are the future. 
Their good education is essential 

to the continued success of our 
city, state and nation. Comments 
that the school district could do 
better with their funds without 
any specific suggestions as to 
what needs to be changed are not 
all that helpful. Folks shouldn't 
be negative if they don't have 
specific suggestions as to what 
needs to change for the better-
ment of the school system. 

Further, comments that teach-
ers should take a pay cut are not 
all that realistic. Our teachers 
are responsible for educating 
our children and are with them 
for a good part of each and every 
school day. It is very hard to put 
a realistic price on that awesome 
responsibly. However, it is clear 
to us that we don't pay them 
nearly enough considering what 
they have to do and the tough 
standards they are expected to 
meet. Please support our schools 
and teachers with a donation to 
PPIE/PSEE.

Avoid Meat
Lex Manwill
Livermore

What ever happened to the 
good old days when the worst 
things we had to fear on the 4th 
of July were traffic jams and 
wayward fireworks? According 
to the USDA’s Meat & Poultry 
Hot-line, this year’s top threat is 
food poisoning by nasty E. coli 
and Salmonella bugs lurking in 
hamburgers and hot dogs at mil-
lions of backyard barbecues.  The 
Hotline’s advice is to grill them 
longer and hotter. Of course, they 
don’t bother to mention that the 
high-temperature grilling that 
kills the bugs also forms lots of 
cancer-causing compounds.

Luckily, a bunch of enterpris-
ing food manufacturers and pro-
cessors have met this challenge 
head-on by developing a great 
variety of healthful, delicious, 
and  convenient, veggie burgers 
and soy dogs. These new foods 
don’t harbor nasty pathogens or 
cancer-causing compounds. They 
don’t even carry cholesterol, 
saturated fats, drugs, or pesti-
cides. And, they are available in 
the frozen food section of every 
supermarket.

This 4th of July offers a great 
opportunity to declare our inde-
pendence from the meat industry 
and to share wholesome veggie 
burgers and soy dogs with our 
family and friends. 

Power Lines & Cost
Bill Royle
Livermore

I recently attended the public 
scoping meeting held by the 
Tri-Valley Conservancy and the 
Transmission Agency of North-
ern California (TANC).

At that meeting I expressed 
my opposition to TANC's pro-
posed high-voltage route, as it 
would mar the remaining clear 
view to the south and damage 
our burgeoning wine industry 
and local economy.  As well, 
the health risks associated with 
high-voltage power lines have 
a documented impact that can-
not be ignored.  One question 
that was posed at the meeting 
multiple times was why couldn't 

the lines be buried instead.  The 
overall answer for that varied, 
but essentially came back to cost 
constraints.  I understood that 
answer and basically took it at 
face value.  During that meeting 
we were also informed that the 
public comment period was be-
ing extended to July 30th.

This past week I received 
a notice from the post office 
that I had a certified letter that 
I needed to sign for.  I took the 
time Saturday to go down to the 
post office and sign for the letter.  
I was immediately surprised and 
irritated to find that the letter was 
from TANC, notifying me that 
the public comment period was 
extended to July 30th.  Since they 
had already said this at the meet-
ing and as it had been covered in 
The Independent, the need to do 
this again through a laborious 
process wasted both my time 
and also TANC's resources.  The 
only way they would know to 
send me the letter was via the 
address I provided at the meeting 
- but again, it had already been 
publicized there.

How much of TANC's re-
sources were wasted?  In my 
case, TANC paid $5.54 for one 
certified letter with a single full-
color postcard.  What was the 
point?  To impress upon folks 
that they were trying to do a bet-
ter job publicizing the process, 
since their previous efforts were 
completely botched?  There are 
cheaper ways of making that 
point.

Yet it's too expensive to bury 
lines underground.

Perhaps it's time for TANC 
to focus on their communica-
tions procedures if they're truly 
concerned about keeping costs 
down.

I know that the costs of send-
ing out maybe 150 of these pales 
in comparison to the cost of 
burying lines, but it is representa-
tive of the poor communication 

strategy by TANC, and it demon-
strates their inability to recognize 
any manner of cost containment.  
I shudder to think of how much 
they will eventually spend on this 
project.  I wonder what the rate-
payers of the power companies 
involved would think - if they 
knew of this kind of waste.

Public comment on plac-
ing high-voltage power lines 
through Livermore can be made 
via email, and should go to:  TT-
PEIS@wapa.gov by July 30th.

Camp Closure
Kallie Celeste
Livermore

The news that the LARPD 
Board is considering giving up 
the lease on Camp Shelly came 
as a shock to me. Camp Shelly 
has played an important role in 
my life, and in that of many oth-
ers.  It is a wonderful place, and 
a unique and valuable service that 
the Parks Department offers to 
the people of Livermore. With-
out Camp Shelly, my childhood 
would not have been the same. 

Camp Shelly puts kids and 
families in closer contact with 
nature, and teaches valuable les-
sons about the environment and 
our place in it. At Camp Shelly, 
I learned about climate change 
firsthand.  I watched as the snow-
pack on Mt. Tallac receded year 
after year.

But mostly, Camp Shelly is 
about community.  The relation-
ships we build at Camp Shelly 
carry over into our regular lives 
and bring us closer together. 

On behalf of myself and many 
other Camp Shelly campers past 
and present, I would like to ask 
the Board not to cut Camp Shelly 
out of the budget. We should do 
everything we can to preserve it 
for future generations. Other kids 
should be able to grow up dream-
ing about their Camp Shelly 
vacations as I did.
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Bilingual Concert
The Livermore Public Library 

will host a free English/Spanish bi-
lingual family concert by the musical 
duo ZunZun July 15 as part of the 
library’s Summer Reading Game, “Be 
Creative @ Your Library.”

ZunZun is a performing arts group 
that celebrates the environments and 
cultures of the Americas through mu-
sic.  ZunZun’s “Recycled Music/Ba-
sura Batucada” program highlights 
innovations in instrument making 
through time from recycled items 
(steel drums, panpipes) and ends with 
the creation of a recycled band made 
from items found around the home 
(cans, bottles, bags, cups etc.). 

ZunZun’s performance will take 
place Wednesday, July 15th, at the 
Livermore Public Library, Civic Cen-
ter, 1188 South Livermore Avenue.  
The free performance will begin at 
10:30am, and will take place outside 
the library, with the audience to be 
seated on tarps.  Attendees are encour-
aged to arrive early for best parking 
and viewing opportunities, and to 
bring appropriate sun gear.

The Livermore Public Library’s 
“Be Creative @ Your Library” Sum-
mer Reading Game is a free program 
for all young people and their fami-
lies.  Children earn a variety of prizes 
for reading books, as well as attend-
ing storytimes, crafts, and special 
events at Livermore’s three library 
locations. Participation is free, and 
registration is not required to attend 
events.  Special events throughout 
the summer are scheduled to include 
magic shows, puppetry, animals, and 
international music, performance, & 
stories.  The Summer Reading Game 
begins June 12 and ends August 15, 
2009. Click on the Summer Read-
ing Game link from the Livermore 
Public Library’s web site http://www.
livermore.lib.ca.us or call 373-5504 
for more information.

Senior Programs
Senior Services for the Livermore 

Area Recreation and Park District is 
offering a variety of programs and 
classes for the summer and beyond. 
All events are held at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. For informa-
tion, call the Senior Services office 
at 925-373-5760.

World Traveler, Tour & Taste of 
India will be featured from 10 a.m. 
to noon Tuesday, July 14. Come learn 
about the culture and history of India 
while sampling Indian culinary treats. 
Sample tasting will include mildly 
spiced aloo gobi, chana daal, naan, 
lemon rice, iced chai tea and Indian 
sweets. Participants will also be given 
an ornamental bindi to wear. The class 
fee is $20, plus a $6 food fee payable 
to the instructor. Class No. 8140.

The annual summer BBQ Lun-
cheon will be held on Friday, July 
10. Doors open at 11 a.m., with 
lunch served at noon. The menu 
features barbecue hamburgers, beans, 
coleslaw and dessert. Entertainment 
will be provided by the Banjo Band. 
Tickets are $8 per person (ages 55 
and older), available for purchase 
in the Senior Services office at the 
Community Center. Tickets must be 
purchased by July 6. Tables for six 
or eight may be reserved.

A new monthly service will be 
offered starting in July, when a So-
cial Security representative comes 
to Livermore. A representative from 
the Social Security office in Hayward 
will be available to answer questions 
in the seniors’ Vintage Lounge once a 
month. A room will also be available 
for private consultations. There is no 
age limit for this service. Upcoming 
visits will be held from 2 to 5:30 p.m. 
July 21, Aug. 18 and Sept. 15.

Dog Fanciers
In May 2008, a family moved out 

of town and donated two exercise 
tables to the Max Baer dog park in 
Livermore.

After a year of use, the tables 
started falling apart, becoming a 
hazard for dogs and their owners.

Several dog park ladies attempted 
to fix the tables. One of them, Eliza-
beth Carlucci, told her husband Frank 
about the problem. He volunteered 
to take them home and repair them. 
They were too far gone. So, Frank 
built new tables using sturdy 4x4 legs 
and new decking tops. He delivered 
the new tables the next day.

Frank is a firefighter in Fremont. 
He gave up his day off to build the 
tables. Dog fanciers who use the 
park note that he would not accept 
any reimbursement for the materials. 
He said he was just giving back to 
the community where he had grown 

up. Dog fanciers and their pets say, 
"Thank you Frank Carlucci. We are 
proud we all live in the caring City 
of Livermore."

Heather Magic
The Livermore Public Library’s 

Springtown branch will host the free 
program “Heather Magic” on July 
11, as part of the library’s Summer 
Reading Game, “Be Creative @ Your 
Library.” 

Award-winning magician and 
speaker Heather Rogers brags of 
having begun her career in a gorilla 
suit at the age of six, and running 
away with the circus at twenty.  For 
her library appearance, Rogers prom-
ises a hilarious show full of magic, 
comedy and juggling, with audience 
participation and magic tricks for all 
of the children.

The Heather Magic program 
will take place Saturday, July 11th, 
at the Livermore Public Library’s 
Springtown branch, located at 998 
Bluebell Drive.  The free event will 
begin at 10:30am, and will take place 
outside the library, with the audience 
to be seated on tarps.  Attendees are 
encouraged to arrive early for best 
parking and viewing opportunities, 
and to bring appropriate sun gear.

The Livermore Public Library’s 
“Be Creative @ Your Library” 
Summer Reading Game is a free 
program for all young people and their 
families.  Children earn a variety of  
prizes for reading books, as well as at-
tending storytimes, crafts, and special 
events at Livermore’s three library 
locations. Participation is free, and 
registration is not required to attend 
events.  Special events throughout 
the summer are scheduled to include 
magic shows, puppetry, animals, and 
international music, performance, & 
stories.  The Summer Reading Game 
begins June 12 and ends August 15, 
2009. Click on the Summer Read-
ing Game link from the Livermore 
Public Library’s web site http://www.
livermore.lib.ca.us or call 373-5504 
for more information.

Storyteller Performs
The Livermore Public Library 

will be presenting a free performance 
by Storyteller Diane Ferlatte on July 
8, as part of the library’s Summer 
Reading Game, “Be Creative @ 
Your Library.” 

Ferlatte is an award-winning 
international storyteller and record-
ing artist based in the East Bay.  In 
her performances, the multi-talented 
Ferlatte sings, signs (American Sign 

Language), and uses percussive 
instruments, accompanied by Erik 
Pearson on banjo and guitar.  Her 
Livermore program, “Tickling the 
Funnybone,” celebrates the joys of 
laughter.

She will appear Wednesday, July 
8, at the Livermore Public Library’s 
Civic Center location, at 1188 S. 
Livermore Avenue.  The free perfor-
mance will begin at 10:30am, and will 
take place outside the library, with 
the audience to be seated on tarps.  
Attendees are encouraged to arrive 
early for best parking and viewing 
opportunities, and to bring appropri-
ate sun gear.

The Livermore Public Library’s 
“Be Creative @ Your Library” Sum-
mer Reading Game is a free program 
for all young people and their fami-
lies.  Children earn a variety of prizes 
for reading books, as well as attend-
ing storytimes, crafts, and special 
events at Livermore’s three library 
locations. Participation is free, and 
registration is not required to attend 
events.  Special events throughout 
the summer are scheduled to include 
magic shows, puppetry, animals, and 
international music, performance, & 
stories.  The Summer Reading Game 
runs through August 15, 2009. Click 
on the Summer Reading Game link 
from the Livermore Public Library’s 
web site http://www.livermore.lib.
ca.us or call 373-5504 for more 
information.

Puppets Perform
The Livermore Public Library’s 

Rincon branch will offer a free pre-
sentation of Quack & Wabbit Puppet 
Theatre’s new show, “Froggie & the 
Ribbits Speak Out,” on July 8, as 
part of the library’s Summer Read-
ing Game, “Be Creative @ Your 
Library.” 

Quack & Wabbit Puppet Theatre, 
founded by Yumi Ozaki & Tanya 
Crowley, specializes in live pre-
sentations that are both humorous 
and tender-hearted.  In “Froggie & 
the Ribbits Speak Out,” children 
learn through the magic of puppetry 
about accepting differences in oth-
ers and ways to deal with bullying, 
anger management and conflict 
resolution. 

“Froggie & the Ribbits Speak 
Out” will be performed Wednesday, 
July 8 at the Livermore Public Li-
brary’s Rincon branch, located at 725 
Rincon Avenue.  The free event will 
begin at 2:30pm, and will take place 
outside the library, with the audience 
to be seated on tarps.  Attendees are 
encouraged to arrive early for best 
parking and viewing opportunities, 
and to bring appropriate sun gear.

The Livermore Public Library’s 
“Be Creative @ Your Library” Sum-
mer Reading Game is a free program 
for all young people and their fami-
lies.  Children earn a variety of prizes 
for reading books, as well as attend-
ing storytimes, crafts, and special 
events at Livermore’s three library 
locations. Participation is free, and 
registration is not required to attend 
events.  Special events throughout 
the summer are scheduled to include 
magic shows, puppetry, animals, and 
international music, performance, & 
stories.  The Summer Reading Game 
begins June 12 and ends August 15, 
2009. Click on the Summer Read-
ing Game link from the Livermore 
Public Library’s web site http://www.
livermore.lib.ca.us or call 373-5504 
for more information.

Lark in the Park
Lark in the Park,” a program led 

by a museum docent and sponsored 
by Pleasanton’s Museum On Main, 
is held one Saturday each month in 
one of of Pleasanton’s localparks. The 
program provides information about 

the history of the park. Participants 
begin each event at the designated 
park where the activities will take 
place.

This month is a visit to Veteran’s 
Plaza, 550 Peters Avenue on July 
25.  All events are from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

An information sheet on each park 
will be handed out. Photos of the 
parks will be available for purchase, 
$5 for one quality photo; $1 for one 
photocopy.  An activity related to 
that park’s history will be presented. 
Yearly membership in the Lark in the 
Park is $25 per person and includes 
passport, binder, and one photo of 
each park’s special history.

Donations are accepted. A por-
tion will go toward the Museum’s 
Educational Scholarship Fund. The 
goal this year is to raise $1,000 for a 
competitive scholarship between the 
two high schools. Next year plans are 
to provide scholarship programs for 
both schools.

General admission to the museum 
is a $2 per person requested donation. 
Hours are Wednesday through Satur-
day, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Sunday, 
1-4 p.m. Contact (925) 462-2766, 
office@museumonmain.org or visit 
www.museumonmain.org.

Immunization Clinics 
Axis Community Health will hold 

free summer immunization clinics for 
children on Saturday mornings, July 
11, August 1 and September 12, 2009, 
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. The clinics will 
take place at Axis’ Pleasanton Clinic 
only, located at 4361 Railroad Avenue 
in downtown Pleasanton. 

 Saturday Immunization clinics 
are open to all Tri-Valley families 
who are low income or uninsured, 
including those enrolled in Medi-Cal 
and Medi-Cal Managed Care. Parents 
should bring child’s immunization 
records and information about family 
income and medical insurance. There 
is a fee for some immunizations. 

 Immunization appointments are 
also available at (925) 462-1755. 

4th of July Celebration Tips
With the Fourth of July holi-

day just around the corner, Waste 
Management of Livermore reminds 
everyone to be safe and green as the 
celebrations begin. 

Fourth of July parties are a great 
opportunity to show your patriotism 
for the planet.  Here are some eco-
friendly party tips:

• Each year, Americans toss out 
enough paper and plastic cups, forks, 
and spoons to circle the equator 300 
times.  Using reusable dishware is 
always best, but if that’s not practi-
cal, buy environmentally friendly, 
disposable tableware instead.  Look 
for products made out of renewable 
and biodegradable materials like 
sugar cane and bamboo, or ones made 
from 100% recycled materials.  

• When entertaining, be sure to 
provide a convenient, clearly marked 
receptacle for recycling next to any 
trashcan.  To be even greener, add 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

There was a final flurry of activity 
early this week as workers got 
ready for the opening of the 
annual Alameda County Fair 
on July 1. The fair is in full 
swing through July 19 (closed 
Mondays) at the fairgrounds in 
Pleasanton. In the photos, the 
garden area is watered by Nicole 
Pham, rides are assembled, and 
the wine display arranged by 
Diane Long. The fair offers 
something for everyone from 
live horse racing to special kids 
activities, a carnival and midway, 
displays, and entertainment.  
For more details, go to www.
alamedacountyfair.com

GETTING READY 
FOR OPENING

(continued on page 7)
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By Victoria Kamerzell
Cats and kittens will have a 

chance to find a new home on 
when Tri-Valley Animal Rescue  
brings adoptable kittens and cats 
to 4500 Arroyo Vista Drive at 
Pet Extreme in Livermore from 
1:00-4:00 PM. 

The organization will be there 
along with their adoptable cats 
the second and fourth Saturday 
of every month.  

The Tri-Valley Animal Res-
cue (TVAR) is a volunteer or-
ganization in the Tri-Valley that 
was founded in 1992. In 2008, 
they arranged 1,144 adoptions 
of cats and dogs. TVAR works 
with local animal shelters. The 
group often take on young kit-
tens that are too small or young 
for the shelters. 

Jackie was one such kitten. 
She is a little grey tabby who 
came to TVAR with a punctured 
eye after another kitten scratched 
her while playing. LaVaughn 
Hart volunteers for TVAR along 
with her sister and niece. At first 
there was a question whether 
the cat could keep her eye said 
LaVaughn. Once TVAR takes an 
animal from the shelter they are 
responsible for all the pet’s bills. 
The organization arranged for 
Jackie to be seen by a specialist 
in Concord who saved Jackie’s 
eye. LaVaughn says her family 
grew attached to the cat so they 
were very relived when she was 
succesfully adopted. 

“It was instant love,” said La-
Vaughn about the bond between 
the four-month-old cat and the 
girl whose family adopted her. 
LaVaughn said that normally 
Jackie wasn’t much of lap cat but 

that in the store Jackie contently 
sat on the child’s lap for forty-five 
minutes. 

TVAR lists adoptable animals 
on their website: www.tvar.org. 

The group fosters animals that 
could be euthanized by shelters. 
However, TVAR does not take in 
owner surrenders. If you have a 
pet you would like to give away 
you can contact the East Bay 
County Animal Shelter at 925-
803-7040. 

Terri Duncan serves on the 
Board of Directors for the TVAR 
and is the domestic cat program 
coordinator. She said like most 
non-profits TVAR is looking to 
meet a higher demand brought 
on by this economy. 

“We are finding a lot of own-
ers surrenders meaning we are 
faced with more adult animals 
sometimes in groups of two or 
three,” said Terri. She said that 
part of the reason for the in-
creased number of pets needing 
homes has to due with the real 
estate market. Some Tri-Valley 
residents have lost their houses 
and been unable to keep their 
family pets. Some of the animals 
brought into the shelter were 
taken there by realtors who found 
them in vacant homes.  

People interested in adopt-
ing a pet from TVAR can meet 
the cats this Saturday. Potential 
adopters will need to fill out a 
short form. The fee for kittens 
is $100 and adult cats cost $75. 
TVAR counsels potential owners 
on the responsibilities associ-
ated with pets and interviews 
all applicants. TVAR is always 
looking for foster families to 
temporarily care for a pet. The 
organization is funded by dona-
tions and currently needs more 
cat litter. You can reach TVAR 
at 925-803-7043. 

TVAR Offers Opportunity to 
Adopt Cats and Kittens

Just a few of the animals 
available for adoption.

On April 17, 1952, President 
Harry S. Truman signed a bill 
proclaiming a National Day of 
Prayer must be declared by each 
following president at an appro-
priate date of his choice. In 1982 
a National Prayer Committee 
formed to coordinate and imple-
ment a fixed commemorated 
day of prayer. In 1988, President 
Ronald Reagan amended the law 
decreeing that the National Day 
of Prayer should be held on the 
first Thursday of May.

On May 7 of this year over 
four hundred residents gathered 
for the 8th annual Tri-Valley Na-
tional Day of Prayer observance. 
At that gathering Marshall Ka-
mena, Mayor of Livermore, read 
an official proclamation from the 
city encouraging all residents to 
participate and pray.

In response to that meeting, 
Christian Pastors from San Ra-

mon, Livermore, Pleasanton, and 
Dublin have organized the Tri-
Valley Day of Prayer on Friday, 
July 3, 7:00 pm, at Celebration 
Christian Center, 1135 Bluebell 
Drive, Livermore, CA. 

Larry Ihrig, Lead Pastor at 
Celebration Christian Center 
and Chairperson for the event 
said, “Our nation, our state, and 
our community are at a crucial 
juncture. Leaders and citizens 
alike are clamoring for solutions 
and reprieve. Political analysts 
are projecting and hoping that the 
end of this extremely challeng-
ing season is in sight. But, in the 
midst of it all, there is a rising tide 
of those who are convinced that 
divine intervention is a must.”

“W e must all work like ev-
erything depends on us and pray 
like everything depends on God”, 
Pastor Ihrig continued. “As 
citizens we hold confidence that 

our elected officials diligently 
execute their responsibilities and 
take very seriously the position 
to which they are called. As the 
voting public we encourage our 
national, state, and local officials 
so that they can remain assiduous 
in responding to these sobering 
times. But as a Christian it is my 
duty to stand with those officials 
in prayer and believe that prayer 
will bring the change we need.”

For more information please 
contact Sue Kuchta at skuchta@
celebrationcc.org or 925-455-
4250. 

Tri-Valley Day of Prayer on July 3

Tri-Valley area veterans, and 
those who assist them, are in-
vited to Las Positas College to 
participate in a veterans benefits 
program featuring Ted Punillo, 
deputy secretary of the state 
Veterans Services Division and 
California DVBE Advocate.

The event will take place on 
Saturday, July 18 from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. in Building 800, 
Room 801 at Las Positas Col-
lege in Livermore. Topics to be 
discussed include information on 
post 9/11 GI benefits, California 
veterans benefits and other VA 
benefits available.

Please RSVP to the Las Positas 
College Veterans First program by 
July 3rd. Participants may reserve 
a space by calling the college at 
(925) 424-1571 or by email at lp-
cveterans@laspositascollege.edu 

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore.

 

a bin for food scraps that you can 
compost later.  

• Think locally when planning your 
menu.  Shipping ingredients from another 
part of the world requires a tremendous 
amount of fuel. Look to your nearest 
farmers’ market for in-season fruits and 
vegetables, as well as meat, eggs, and 
dairy products. 

• Use aluminum foil instead of plastic 
wrap to cover and store food.  Clean foil 
can be crumpled up and tossed into the re-
cycling bin, making it the better option.

• Scrap  traditional paper party invi-
tations and go digital.  Online evites are 
often free, and help cut back on the four 
billion trees forested each year for paper 
products.

• Encourage guests to car pool; it helps 
save time, money and the environment.  

When it comes to the red, white 
and blue symbol of our independence, 
the American flag, Waste Management 
wants to remind everyone to observe 
proper procedures when a flag is ready 
to be retired.

“We encourage everyone to retire 
flags according to the U.S. Flag Code,” 
said Kathleen Minser, Government Af-

fairs Manager for Waste Management of 
Alameda County.  “We don’t want to see 
American flags in the waste stream with 
every day trash. The flag doesn’t belong 
there. The flag means a lot more to people 
than castoffs and food scraps, and it needs 
to be treated respectfully.” 

The flag code, as originally passed by 
Congress in 1942 and amended over the 
years, recommends burning old flags in a 
respectful setting as the preferred means 
of disposal, though burying them is also 
acceptable. Since many flags are now 
made from artificial fibers that release 
small amounts of toxins when burned, 
some flag advocates recommend bringing 
them to a crematorium rather than burning 
them in the open air. Many community 
and veterans groups, such as the Boy and 
Girl Scouts, American Legion and VFW 
collect used flags for retirement. 

In Livermore, residents may retire 
their flags in donation boxes at the Liver-
more City Hall and any Livermore-Pleas-
anton Fire Station.  The Livermore Boy 
Scout Troops will provide a retirement 
ceremony in which the flag is ceremoni-
ously burned.

SHORT NOTES
(continued from page 6)

College to 
Host Veterans 
Benefits Program
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Pleasanton Seahawks pictured are (back, left to right)  Andrew Seitz, Catherine Breed, Joshua 
Meints, Bryan Hughes, Nick Silverthorn; (front, left to right) Katrina Anderson, Tory Houston, 
Chris Guido, Allison Brown, and Jen Narum. Karen Wang and Lisa Narum were not present for 
the photo.

Brent Bockover of PVC competes in the boys 13-14 50- yard fly

Camille Wigginton and Haley Wright cheer Sunset Swim Team 
to Victory

Pleasanton Seahawks 
Place in Top Ten 

The Pleasanton Seahawks Swim Team 
(PLS) competed against the top swimmers 
in the nation including World Record Hold-
ers and Olympians, at the Grand Prix Series 
XLII Santa Clara International Invitational.   
Sharing the water with the likes of Katie 
Hoff and Michael Phelps, the PLS Women 
placed 8th overall behind 6 National Teams 
or University Teams, and one Club Team.  
They were the highest placing Pacific 
Swimming Club Team for the Women.   The 
Men finished 37th overall, but 3rd for Pacific 
Club Teams.  

Allison Brown placed 9th 1500 free.  
Catherine Breed took 5th 800 free, 11th 400 
free, 19th 200 free.  Jen Narum achieved 
2nd 1500 free, 20th 400 free. Relays for the 
Women are as follows: 800 free relay - 4th 
(Breed, Brown, Narum, Karen Wang), 400 
medley relay – 9th (Wang, Tory Houston, 
Breed, Brown), 400 free relay – 10th (Breed, 
Narum, Wang, Brown).

Relays for Men included 800 free relay 
– 13th (Josh Meints, Andrew Seitz, Bryan 
Hughes, Nick Silverthorn) and the 400 med-
ley relay – 13th (Silverthorn, Meints, Chris 
Guido, Seitz).   

LALL 90s All Stars
Livermore American Little League:
PNLL 6, LALL J90s All Stars 4: Despite 

a great defensive and offensive effort, the 
Livermore American Little League J90 All 
Stars came up short today against Pleasanton 
National Little League.  Matt Stoebe had a 
great game at catcher, throwing out runners 
attempting to steal second in the first, second 
and fourth inning.  Stoebe and pitcher Kyle 
Walbridge combined to force out two run-
ners attempting to score in the sixth inning.  
In the seventh inning, Sean Amaral in right 
field and Will Stewart at first both made a 
great effort to track a foul ball hit to the 
right side. Matt Puls had a good outing on 
the mound with seven strike outs over the 
first five innings with Ryan Faulk closing in 
the seventh. Puls also started up the LALL 
offense with an RBI triple scoring David 
Pinon in the first inning.  Puls also had RBI 
in the fourth inning on a well-hit fly ball that 
was dropped for an error.  Adding to the of-
fense in the fourth inning was a nice bunt by 
Drew Falabella, advancing the runners, and 
a sacrifice fly for an RBI by Will Stewart. 
In the fifth inning, Joe Halliwell singled 
at Matt Stoebe doubled leaving runners at 
second and third, but good PNLL pitching 
kept LALL from scoring.

SRLL 12, LALL J90s All Stars  5: LALL 
continues to show great potential even though 
the loss concluded LALL’s participation in 
the District 57 Junior 90 All-Star Tournament.  
Kyle Walbridge pitched a solid four innings 
with two strike outs.  Nick Merrill came in 
to close a nasty bottom of the sixth.  Alex 
Kohn hit a second inning RBI double to 
score Dhru Merrill after Merrill stole second.  
Kyle Walbridge then doubled to score Kohn.  
In the fourth inning, Matt Stoebe singled 
to score Alex Kohn who walked and stole 
second.  Then Nick Gaul doubled, scoring 
Stoebe.  In the fifth inning, Nick Merrill 
singled, stole second, and got to third on a 
wild pitch and scored when Matt Puls reached 
second on an error.  Second inning defense 
highlights were Nick Gaul’s stretch at first 
in the second inning, digging out a potential 
throwing error and Dhru Merrill throwing out 
a runner from right field to first base.  Other 
defense highlights include a nice stop by 
Alex Kohn at short in the third inning and a 
running back-handed catch by Chris DiPeso 
in left-field in the sixth inning.

10 Year Old All Stars
The 10 year old Granada Little League 

all stars defeated the Pleasanton Foothill 
Little League 10 year old all stars 7 to 1 on 
Saturday June 27 in the first round of District 
57 10 year old all star tournament play.  Matt 
Gates scored the lone run for Foothill when he 
led off the fourth inning with a walk.  Gates 
advanced to second on Brett Gates single.  
Gates then stole third base and scored on Wil-
liam Hammer’s infield ground out.  Giovanni 
Caponigro and Matt Villena also had singles 
for Foothill.  Joshua Ott pitched 4 innings for 
Foothill giving up only 3 hits, 2 walks and 2 
unearned runs, while striking out 7 Granada 
batters.  William Hammer and Brett Derham 
also pitched well for Foothill.  Defensively 
for Foothill, Giovanni Caponigro, Joshua 
Ott, Tanner Calcagno, Timmy Wu, William 
Hammer, Matt Gates and Raymond Abels 
made great plays. Top Offensive Players 
for Foothill: Matt Gates, Brett Derham and 
William Hammer;  Top Defensive Players: 
Joshua Ott, Timmy Wu, Matt Gates

Livermore AquaCowboys
The Livermore AquaCowboys contin-

ued their successful long course season at 
the Orinda Long Course Swim Meet on 
June 27-28. 

The AquaCowboys were led by Katie 
Kulp, Taylor Brennan and Nathan Boas 
who all earned new Junior Olympic (JO) 
qualifications. Katie Kulp earned her new 
JO in the Women's 13-14 100 back. Nathan 
Boas joined the Aqua Cowboy JO Team by 
swimming to two new JO times in the Men's 
13-14 100 breast and the 200 breast. Taylor 
Brennan added two new Junior Olympics 
qualifying times to her accomplishments. 
Brennan was awarded 1st place in the 50 
breast. The team saw many new best times 
and top three placements. Allie Clark earned 
a New A time while placing 2nd in the Girl's 
11-12 100 free. Haley Hamza achieved a new 
A time and took 1st place in the Women's 
13-14 200 breast. 

Sarah Swanson earned a new A time with 
a 1st place finish in the Girls 11-12 100 free. 
Ashley Burton swam to a new best times to 
place 2nd in the 50 free. Matthew Hayes 
swam to two 1st place finishes in the Boy's 8 
& Under 100 free and 50 Free events. Hayes 
earned 3rd place finishes in the 50 fly and 50 
breast. Evan Carlo took 1st place in the Men's 
15-18 200 fly and the 100 back. Nina Hayes 

was a 1st place finisher in the Women's 13-14 
100 back and 50 free. Shahini Ananth won 
3rd place in the Girls 11-12 50 fly.

Top Twenty Place Finishes: Alec Graba-
rek- 100 LC fly (13th), 50 LC free (15th); 
Allie Clark- 100 LC free (2nd), 200 LC breast 
(2nd), 50 LC back (8th), 50 LC fly (10th), 100 
LC breast (19th); Andrew Hayes- 50 LC free 
(5th), 100 LC back (6th), 100 LC fly (10th), 
100 LC breast (20th), 200 LC free (20th); 
Ashley Burton- 50 LC free (2nd), 100 LC 
breast (4th), 100 LC free (15th), 50 LC back 
(6th), 50 LC breast (6th), 50 LC fly (12th), 
100 LC back (8th); Catherine Elliott- 50 LC 
breast (5th), 50 LC fly (8th); Evan Carlo- 100 
LC back (1st), 200 LC fly (1st), 50 LC free 
(6th), 100 LC free (7th), 100 LC fly (9th), 
200 LC free (14th); Haley Hamza- 200 LC 
breast (1st), 100 LC fly (4th); 

Katie Kulp- 200 LC fly (6th), 400 LC 
IM (9th), 200 LC free (12th), 100 LC back 
(14th), 100 LC free (14th), 50 LC free (17th); 
Kylie Clark- 200 LC breast (6th), 100 LC 
breast (7th), 400 LC IM (12th); Matthew 
Hayes- 100 LC free (1st), 50 LC free (1st), 
50 LC breast (3rd), 50 LC fly (3rd), 50 LC 
back (4th); Nathan Boas-100 LC breast 
(8th), 200 LC breast (9th); Nina Hayes-100 
LC back (1st), 50 LC free (1st), 200 LC free 
(4th), 100 LC fly (5th), 200 LC fly (5th), 100 
LC breast (6th); Patrick Kulp- 400 LC IM 
(4th), 100 LC fly (6th), 200 LC fly (7th), 50 
LC free (11th), 200 LC free (18th), 100 LC 
free (19th), 100 LC back (20th); Rebecca 
Stewart- 50 LC free (4th), 100 LC free (7th), 
100 LC back (8th), 50 LC back (12th); 

Sarah Swanson- 100 LC free (1st), 200 
LC breast (17th), 200 LC fly (7th); Shahini 
Ananth- 50 LC fly (3rd), 100 LC breast (9th), 
50 LC breast (9th), 200 LC breast (15th); 
Shelby Swanson- 100 LC fly (7th), 50 LC 
free (19th); Taylor Brennan- 50 LC breast 
(1st), 50 LC free (4th), 50 LC fly (11th), 100 
LC free (13th), 100 LC back (13th), 50 LC 
back (15th); Xander Bass- 50 LC free (10th), 
100 LC back (19th). 

Sharks vs. Killer Whales
The Pleasanton Meadow Sharks had an-

other great meet this week, against the Ruby 
Hill Killer Whales, winning 539.5 to 454.5 
in Tri-Valley Swim League action. 

The Reef Sharks (6 & Under) had another 
great meet. The girls Medley relay team of 
Kaitlyn Rae, Samantha Herlich, Amelia 
Kelly and Ainsley Hasty picked up the first 
place ribbon. Amelia Kelly placed second in 
fly. The boys impressed with Luke Scanlon 
taking first in free and second in Breast. 
Billy Happ brought home second in fly. The 
free relay team of Luke Neely, Billy Happ, 
Zachary Lem and Luke Scanlon were the 
first team to the wall. 

The Mako Sharks (7-8) are keeping 
steady. The girls free relay team of Jordan 
Ciesielski, Kristen Greene, Jessica Rhoads 
and Erika Shinn picked up a first place win. 
The boys had an improved meet with Cody 
Vaeth taking first in free and fly. David 
Florio grabbed second place in Back. Both 
free relay teams of David Florio, J.T. Happ, 
Jack Patten, Cody Vaeth and Joey Herz, 
Jackson Higgins, Trent Pozzi, Ruby Dakota 
finished 1-2. 

Thresher Sharks (9-10) greatly improved 
this week. On the girls’ side, Sidney Vaeth 
picked up second in free and fly. Talia Florio 
got to the wall first in breast and second in 
IM. Allison Miller was able to get to the 
wall second in Back. The free relay team of 
Allison Miller, Aoife O’Farrell, Emma Patten 
and Kelsey Shinn came in second place. On 
the boys side the Medley relay team of Blake 
Tucker, Tyler Rhoads, Noor Gill and Joseph 
Geasa grabbed the first place win. Noor Gill 
came in second in fly and IM. Blake Tucker 
grabbed second place in Back. An impres-
sive 1-2 finish for Joseph Geasa and Daniel 
Newman in Breast. And another 1-2 finish 
for the free relay teams of Tyler Rhoads, 
Noor Gill, Joseph Geasa, Blake Tucker and 
Ethan Dutra, Noah Gushurst, Eric Thomas, 
Daniel Newman. 

The Tiger Sharks (11-12) had a striking 
day. Alyson Isaacs placed first in free and 
second in fly. While sister Haley Isaacs 
took second in Breast. Adriana Harris came 
in second in Back. The free relay team of 
Jordan Landrey, Kendall Ciesielski, Denise 
Long and Alyson Isaacs pick up second place. 
On the boys’ side, the Medley relay team of 
Colin Burke, Jack Geasa, Nick Tucker and 
Perry Cheney came in first place. Again this 
week, Perry Cheney, Nicholas Lemmon and 
Sean Burke got to the wall 1-2-3 in free. In the 
fly race Nick Tucker picked up first place. In 
the 50 breast, Jake Fisher took second. Taking 
the 1-2 finishes in IM were Nick Tucker and 
Perry Cheney. Colin Burke came in second 
in Back. The free relay the team of Colin 
Burke, Sean Burke, Nick Tucker and Perry 
Cheney took first place. 

The Hammerhead Sharks (13-14) had 
another great day. Kaala Cheney took second 
in fly and first in IM. In Back Kayla Moberg 
placed second. The girls were able to pull 
out another first place finish this week in the 
free relay with Annie Geasa, Cassie Carino, 
Kayla Moberg, and Kaala Cheney. On the 
boys’ side, the Medley relay team of Connor 
Greene, Chris Bush, Parker Brown and Tyler 
Staniford got to the wall in first. Then Parker 
Brown and David Walsh finished 1-2 in free. 
In Back Parker Brown came in second. Chris 
Bush picked up second place in the and a first 
place finish in IM. 

The Great White Sharks (15-18) were 
working hard this week. Elsa Schwaninger 
and Maddie Aquilina took 1-2 in Breast. 
Then Elsa Schwaninger picked up second 
in IM. The girls finished strong again this 
week in the free relay by grabbing first 
with Madeline Bush, Suzie Pederson, Elsa 
Schwaninger and Amber Brown. On the 
boys’ side, Joey Silva came in second in free 
and then first in Breast. Sneharth Mukherjee 
came in second in fly

The Sharks had a total of 25 first place 
finishes: Girls 6 & Under 100 Yard Medley 
relay (Kaitlyn Rae, Samantha Herlich, 
Amelia Kelly, Ainsley Hasty); Mixed 9-10 
100 Yard Medley relay (Blake Tucker, Tyler 
Rhoads, Noor Gill, Joseph Geasa); Mixed 
11-12 200 Yard Medley relay (Colin Burke, 
Jack Geasa, Nick Tucker, Perry Cheney); 

Mixed 13-14 200 Yard Medley relay (Con-
nor Greene, Chris Bush, Parker Brown, 
Tyler Staniford);

Boys 6 & Under 25 Yard free (Luke Scan-
lon); Boys 7-8 25 Yard free (Cody Vaeth); 
Girls 11-12 50 Yard free (Alyson Isaacs); 
Boys 11-12 50 Yard free (Perry Cheney); 
Boys 13-14 50 Yard free (Parker Brown); 
Boys 7-8 25 Yard fly (Cody Vaeth); Boys 
11-12 50 Yard fly (Nick Tucker); Girls 9-10 
25 Yard breast (Talia Florio); Boys 9-10 25 
Yard breast (Joseph Geasa); Girls 15-18 50 
Yard breast (Elsa Schwaninger); Boys 15-18 
50 Yard breast (Joey Silva); Boys 11-12 100 
Yard IM (Nick Tucker); Girls 13-14 100 Yard 
IM (Kaala Cheney); Boys 13-14 100 Yard 
IM (Chris Bush);

Mixed 6 & Under 100 Yard free relay 
(Luke Neely, Billy Happ, Zachary Lem, 
Luke Scanlon); Girls 7-8 100 Yard free relay 
(Jordan Ciesielski, Kristen Greene, Jessica 
Rhoads, Erika Shinn); Mixed 7-8 100 Yard 
free relay (David Florio, J.T. Happ, Jack 
Patten, Cody Vaeth); Mixed 9-10 200 Yard 
free relay (Tyler Rhoads, Noor Gill, Joseph 
Geasa, Blake Tucker); Mixed 11-12 200 
Yard free relay (Colin Burke, Sean Burke, 
Nick Tucker, Perry Cheney); Girls 13-14 
200 Yard free relay (Annie Geasa, Cassie 
Carino, Kayla Moberg, Kaala Cheney); 
Girls 15-18 200 Yard free relay (Madeline 
Bush, Suzie Pedersen, Elsa Schwaninger, 
Amber Brown).

 

Stingrays vs. Tidal Waves
Del Prado Stingrays swam past the Club 

Sport Tidal Waves 568 to 412 
Stephanie and Niki Doi, from Del Prado 

set team records. Stephanie for the 13-14 
freestyle, (26.69) and Butterfly, (29.55), and 
Niki for the 15-18 Breaststroke, (33.47). 

The Stingray girls also had outstanding 
performances from, Megan Doi, (11), Nicole 
White, (10), and Sara Jeffrey, (8), Courtney 
DeWidle, (12), and Meghan Hogue, (9). The 
top boys were Eric Crispell, (14), Eric Gates, 
(16), John Lester, (6), Jake Newman, (11), 
and Cameron Kurotori, (13). The Tidal Waves 
also had some outstanding swimmers of the 
own. Alyse Bateman, (18), Saige Aronson, 
(6), Mackenzie Lee, (6), Jessica Clouse, 
(14), and Bailey Craig, (9), for the girls and 
TJ Meagher, (6), Scotty Arellano, (18), Jack 
Derham, (8), Brett Derham, (10), and Cole 
Reznick, (8), for the boys. 

Results: Girls 6 & Under: 25 yard free: 
Aronson, Saige, CSP-CC, 21.41. 25 yard 
back: Griston, Isla, DP Stingrays-CC, 25.96. 
25 yard breast: Aronson, Saige, CSP-CC, 
31.69. 25 yard fly: Dennen, Kayleigh, 
CSP-CC, 28.63. Girls 7-8 25 yard free: 
Hicks, Lacey, DP Stingrays-CC, 18.93. 25 
yard back: Jeffrey, Sara, DP Stingrays-CC, 
21.96. 25 yard breast: Lopez, Carli, CSP-CC, 
26.42. 25 yard fly: Densmore, Makena, CSP-
CC, 23.26. Girls 9-10 50 yard free: White, 
Nicole, DP Stingrays-CC, 33.86. 25 yard 
back: Bardakos, Alyssa, DP Stingrays-CC, 
19.86. 25 yard breast: Hogue, Meghan, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 21.68. 25 yard fly: Craig, 
Bailey, CSP-CC, 17.15. 100 Yard IM: White, 
Nicole, DP Stingrays-CC, 1:26.10. 

Girls 11-12 50 yard free: Doi, Megan, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 30.64. 50 yard back: Tang, 
Meagan, CSP-CC, 38.39. 50 yard breast: 
Sullivant, Danielle, DP Stingrays-CC, 39.21. 
50 yard fly: DeWilde, Courtney, DP Sting-
rays-CC, 36.35. 100 Yard IM: Doi, Megan, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 1:19.95. Girls 13-14 50 
yard free: Doi, Stephanie, DP Stingrays-CC, 
26.69. 50 yard back: DeWilde, Lindsey, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 36.01. 50 yard breast: Clouse, 
Jessica, CSP-CC, 37.40. 50 yard fly: Doi, 
Stephanie, DP Stingrays-CC, 29.55. 100 
Yard IM: Doi, Stephanie, DP Stingrays-CC, 
1:08.80. Women 15-18 50 yard free: Doi, 
Niki, DP Stingrays-CC, 26.53. 50 yard back: 
Mayes, Colleen, DP Stingrays-CC, 32.48. 
50 yard breast: Doi, Niki, DP Stingrays-
CC, 33.47. 50 yard fly: Bateman, Alyse, 
CSP-CC, 29.33. 100 Yard IM: Doi, Niki, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 1:05.54. 

Girls 6 & Under 100 yard free relay: Club 
Sport Pleasanton-CC 'A' (Aronson, Saige 6, 
Lowrance, Anna 6, Dennen, Kayleigh 5, Car-
roll, Kate 6), 1:48.45. Girls 6 & Under 100 
yard medley relay: Del Prado Stingrays-CC 
'A' (Griston, Isla 6, Hicks, Shelby 6, Graham, 
Lauren 6, Kruschke, Stella 6), 1:58.53. Girls 
7-8 100 yard free relay: Del Prado Stingrays-
CC 'A' (Griston, Molly 8, Sullivan, Mary 8, 
Lester, Elise 8, Hicks, Lacey 8), 1:18.02. 
Girls 7-8 100 yard medley relay: Del Prado 
Stingrays-CC 'A' (Griston, Molly 8, Jeffrey, 
Sara 8, Foster, Madeline 8, Hicks, Lacey 8), 
1:30.96. Girls 9-10 200 yard free relay: Club 
Sport Pleasanton-CC 'A' (Terry, Kayla 10, 
Wood, Julia 9, Dennen, Lauren 9, Craig, Bai-
ley 9), 2:28.55. Girls 9-10 100 yard medley 
relay: Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Bardakos, 
Alyssa 9, Hogue, Meghan 9, White,  Nicole 
10, Waldear, Heather 10), 1:14.53. 

Girls 11-12 200 yard free relay: Del Prado 
Stingrays-CC 'A' (Kitayama, Kathryn 12, 
Bell, Lucy 1 Sullivant,  Danielle 12, Jeffrey, 
Stephanie 12), 2:08.35. Girls 11-12 200 yard 
medley relay: Club Sport Pleasanton-CC 

'B' (Bourland, Marlo 1 Galvez, Karina 1 
Matsusaka, Abigail 1 Ouyang, Kelsey 11), 
2:13.41. Girls 13-14 200 yard free relay: 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Klein, Laura 
14, Cohen, Sara 14, Waldear, Kristine 14, 
Beatty, Madison 14), 1:56.32. Girls 13-14 
200 yard medley relay: Del Prado Stingrays-
CC 'A' (Klein, Laura 14, Cohen, Sara 14, 
Doi, Stephanie  14, DeWilde, Lindsey 14), 
2:10.97. Women 15-18 200 yard free relay: 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Bantz, Victoria 
16, Klein, Emily 16, Fowler-Kimsey, Zoe 
17, Boughton, Kari 18), 1:53.00. Women 
15-18 200 yard medley relay:  Del Prado 
Stingrays-CC 'A' (Mayes, Colleen 17, Doi, 
Niki 17, Strom, Jaclyn  15, Boughton, Kari 
18), 2:02.91. 

Boys Results:  6 & Under 25 yard free: 
Meagher, TJ, CSP-CC, 20.67. 25 yard back: 
Meagher, TJ, CSP-CC, 24.54. 25 yard breast: 
Lester, John, DP Stingrays-CC, 32.07. 25 
yard fly: Meagher, TJ, CSP-CC, 27.84. Boys 
7-8 25 yard free: Derham, Jack, CSP-CC, 
16.73. 25 yard back: Reznick, Cole, CSP-
CC, 20.43. 25 yard breast: Reznick, Cole, 
CSP-CC, 22.57. 25 yard fly: Louderback, 
Joseph, CSP-CC, 21.29. Boys 9-10 50 yard 
free: Derham, Brett, CSP-CC, 36.79. 25 
yard back: Sullivan, Sean, DP Stingrays-CC, 
21.53. 25 yard breast: Juarez, Tommy, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 21.40. 25 yard fly: Derham, 
Brett, CSP-CC, 18.81. 100 Yard IM: Banke, 
Jacob, DP Stingrays-CC, 1:37.84. 

Boys 11-12 50 yard free:  Burke, Gabriel, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 31.20. 50 yard back: 
Newman, Jake, DP Stingrays-CC, 36.29. 50 
yard breast: Sabatini, Tommy, DP Stingrays-
CC, 41.48. 50 yard fly: Hogue, Ryan, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 36.89. 100 Yard IM: New-
man, Jake, DP Stingrays-CC, 1:20.10. Boys 
13-14 50 yard free: Kurotori, Cameron, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 27.54. 50 yard back: Crispell, 
Eric, DP Stingrays-CC, 31.57. 50 yard breast: 
Crispell, Eric, DP Stingrays-CC, 37.72. 50 
yard fly: Kurotori, Cameron, DP Stingrays-
CC, 31.00. 100 Yard IM: Crispell, Eric, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 1:08.22. Men 15-18 50 yard 
free: Arellano, Scotty, CSP-CC, 22.54. 50 
yard back: Gates, Eric, DP Stingrays-CC, 
27.66. 50 yard breast: Landas, Trevor, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 32.06. 50 yard fly: Gates, 
Eric, DP Stingrays-CC, 25.91. 100 Yard IM: 
Arellano, Scotty, CSP-CC, 59.92. 

Boys 6 & Under 100 yard free relay: 
Club Sport Pleasanton-CC 'A' (Renton, Kyle 
6, Caufield, Erik 6, Kost, Devon 5, Payne, 
Jayden 6), 2:13.64. 

Boys 6 & Under 100 yard medley relay: 
Club Sport Pleasanton-CC 'A' (Anderson, 
Rocky 6, Caufield, Erik 6, Meagher, TJ 6, 
Payne, Jayden 6), 2:10.29. Boys 7-8 100 
yard free relay: Club Sport Pleasanton-CC 
'A' (Torres, Robert 8, McCuen, Ethan 7, 
McCuen, Logan 8, Louderback, Joseph 8), 
1:18.24. Boys 7-8 100 yard medley relay: 
Club Sport Pleasanton-CC 'A' (Reznick, Cole 
8, Torres, Robert 8, Louderback, Joseph 8, 
Derham, Jack 8), 1:21.62. Boys 9-10 200 
yard free relay: Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' 
(Sullivan, Sean 10, Proud, Will 9, DeWilde, 
Luke 10, Banke, Jacob 10), 2:34.27. Boys 
9-10 100 yard medley relay: Del Prado 
Stingrays-CC 'A' (Sullivan, Sean 10, Juarez, 
Tommy 9, Banke, Jacob 10, DeWilde, Luke 
10), 1:16.61. 

Boys 11-12 200 yard free relay:  Del 
Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Balas, Peter 12, 
Hogue, Ryan 12, Burke, Gabriel 12, New-
man, Jake 11), 2:08.24. Boys 11-12 200 
yard medley relay:  Del Prado Stingrays-CC 
'A' (Newman, Jake 1 Sabatini, Tommy 1 
Hogue, Ryan 12, Balas, Peter 12), 2:26.62. 
Boys 13-14 200 yard free relay: Del Prado 
Stingrays-CC 'A' (Kurotori, Cameron 13, 
Goard, Andrew 13, Borchers, Nate 13, 
Lindley, Joey 14), 1:58.47. Boys 13-14 200 
yard medley relay: Del Prado Stingrays-CC 
'A' (Goard, Andrew 13, Crispell, Eric 14, 
Kurotori, Cameron 13, Lindley, Joey 14), 
2:11.62. Men 15-18 200 yard free relay:  Del 
Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Drury, Colin 16, 
Hall, Stefan 16, Costa, Josef 18, Payan, Jack 
17), 1:38.21. Men 15-18 200 yard medley 
relay:  Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Payan, 
Jack 17, Landas, Trevor 18, Gates, Eric 16, 
Costa, Josef 18), 1:52.87. 

 

Sunset vs. Castlewood
Sunset Swim Team battled the Castle-

wood Barracudas in a highly competitive 
Swim Meet on June 27, 2009.  The final 
score for the meet was Sunset 941.5 and 
Castlewood 838.5. The Sunset Cheer Squad 
of Camille Wigginton and Haley Wright kept 
the team motivated and moving fast in the 
water.  Several Sunset Records were broken 
on Sunday.  The 6& U Medley relay team of 
Katie Darling, Aidan Solis, Dylan Baxter, and 
Vijay Memula set a new Record of 2:11.00.  
Aidan Solis followed up with a new 6& U 
Breast Stroke Record of 32.42.  Christine 
Danforth was on fire in the water setting two 
new records,  posting a 32.96 time in the girls 
9-10 Fly and a 1:29.91 time in the girls 9-10 
IM.  Chris Harker blazed his way through 
the meet setting two new team records with 
a 27.45 time in the 13-14 Fly and a 1:05.93 
in the 13-14 Boys IM.  

Medley Relay Top Finishers:  6 & Under 
Girls:  Camille Wigginton, Alyssa Shultis, 
Dawn Powell, Anna Leary 2:52.02;  6 & 
Under Mixed:  Katie Darling, Aidan Solis, 
Dylan Baxter, Vijay Memula 2:11.00;  7-8 
Girls:  Mia Smith, Madison Wright, Emily 
Trask, Tamara Lee 1:45.99  7-8 Mixed:  
Calvin Jue, Aidan Ackerman, Ryan Lortie, 
Max O’Connor; 9-10 Girls:  Emily Allendorf, 
Christine Danforth, Sophia Krafcik, Emily 
Chong 1:16.06; 9-10 Mixed: Jack Walker, 
Andrew Walker, Wesley Katz, Max Wig-
ginton 1:16.19;  11-12 Girls:  Avery Harker, 
Sarah Bettencourt, Caroline Danforth, 
Nicolle Glover 2:24.24;  11-12 Mixed:  
Tristan Knuth, Justin Walker, Kyle Chong, 
Gideon Firl 2:40.28;  13-14 Girls:  Lauren 
Darling, Kelsey Thompson, Ryley Landreth, 
Elise Falgout 2:20.25; 13-14 Mixed:  Chris 
Harker, Jeff Katen, Chris Lemler, Philip Mas-
soud 2:06.38; 15-18 Girls:  Cassi McDiarmid, 
Allison Powell, Emma Hughes, Jelena Cyr 
2:08.31; 15-18 Boys:  David Bierwirth, 
William Hughes, Joseph Abdallah, James 
Burstedt 2:02.65.

Top Freestyle Finishers:  Dawn Powell, 
Lauren Young, Camille Wigginton, Dylan 
Baxter, Vijay Memula, Aidan Solis,  Em-
ily Trask, Tamara Lee, Kylie Girardelli, 
Christopher Sanchez, Jason Wigginton, Isiah 
Smith, Christine Danforth, Emily Allendorf, 
Sophia Krafcik, Wesley Katz, Maxwell 
Wigginton, Simon Jue, Nicolle Glover, 
Sarah Bettencourt, Annaliese Lemler, Tristan 
Knuth, Gideon Firl, Austin Harrison, Ryley 
Landreth, Ashley Moylan, Elizabeth Al-
lendorf, Philip Massoud, Chris Lemler, Jeff 
Katen, Jelena Cyr, Cassi McDiarmid, Emma 
Hughes, William Hughes, Joseph Abdallah, 
James Burstedt.

Top Butterfly Finishers:  Dawn Powell, 
Alyssa Shultis, Amy Tet, Dylan Baxter, Ben 
O’Connor, Gavin Powers, Katie Campbell, 
Tamara Lee, Emily Trask, Max O’Connor, 
Ryan Lortie, Luke Moylan, Emily Chong, 
Hannah Borjon, Emily Allendorf, Sam 
Knuth, Simon Jue, Caroline Danforth, Avery 
Harker, Shelby Diehl, Kyle Chong, Justin 
Walker, Elise Falgout, Lauren Darling, 
Kelsey Thompson, Chris Harker, Chris 
Lemler, Philip Massoud, Allison Powell, 
Jelena Cyr, Shelby White, Joseph Abdallah, 
William Hughes, David Bierwirth.

Top Breaststroke Finishers:  Camille 
Wigginton, Dawn Powell, Katie Darling, 
Aidan Solis, Ben O’Connor, Vijay Memula, 
Madison Wright, Emily Trask, Adrianna 
Harker, Aidan Ackerman, Joey Katen, Isaiah 

Smith, Christine Danforth, Jovana Solis, 
Katie Falgout, Samuel Knuth, Simon Jue, 
Sarah Bettencourt, Caroline Danforth, 
Avery Harker, Justin Walker, Kyle Moylan, 
Austin Harrison, Kelsey Thompson, Ryley 
Landreth, Elise Falgout, Jeff Katen, Philip 
Massoud, Nick Winters, Allison Powell, 
Cassi McDiarmid, Jelena Cyr, William 
Hughes, Brandon Pitts David Bierwirth.

Top IM Finishers:  Christine Danforth, 
Hannah Borjon, Emily Chong, Sam Knuth, 
Haley Bettencourt, Shelby Diehl, Jenna 
Thompson, Tristan Knuth, Kyle Chong, 
Gideon Firl, Elise Falgout, Elizabeth Al-
lendorf, Rachel Adkins, Chris Harker, Chris 
Lemler, Jeff Katen, Cassi McDiarmid, Jelena 
Cyr, Allsion Powell, William Hughes, Bran-
don Pitts, David Bierwirth.

Top Back Stroke Finishers:  Lauren 
Young, Andrea Lee, Anna Leary, Aidan Solis, 
Vijay Memula, Gavin Powers, Madison 
Wright, Tamara Lee, Katie Campbell, Isaiah 
Smith,  Christopher Smith, Reid Heffron, 
Duncan Maloney, Emily Allendorf, Jovana 
Solis, Sophia Krafcik, Sam Knuth, Simon 
Jue, Avery Harker, Nicolle Glover, Shelby 
Diehl, Tristan Knuth, Gideon Firl, Kyle 
Chong, Lauren Darling, Kelsey Thompson, 
Ryley Landreth, Christopher Harker, Josh 
Snyder, Nickolas Winter, Cassi McDiarmid, 
Emma Hughes, Allison Powell, William 
Hughes, James Burstedt, David Bierwirth.

Top Free Relay Finishers:  6& Under 
Girls, Anna Leary, Katie Darling, Camille 
Wiggintion, Dawn Powell 2:23.57, Boys 
Dylan Baxter, Ryan Ridosko, Ben O’Connor, 
Gavin Powers 2:03.27; 7-8 Girls:  Tamara 
Lee, Charlotte Schrodi, Madison Wright, 
Emily Trask 1:29.68;  7-8 Mixed:  Chris-
topher Sanchez, Isaiah Smith, Calvin 
Jue, Reid Heffron 1:27.59;  9-10 Girls: 
Emily Allendorf, Emily Chong, Hannah 
Borjon,  Chrstine Danforth 2:33.52; 9-10 
Mixed: Katie Falgout, Sam Knuth, Simon 
Jue, Sophia Krafcik 3:00.29; 11-12 Girls:  
Nicolle Glover, Haley Bettencourt, Sarah 
Bettencourt, Caroline Danforth 2:12.36; 11-
12 Mixed:  Tristan Knuth, Austin Harrison, 
Gideon Firl, Kyle Chong 2:18.07; 13-14 
Girls: Elise Falgout, Rachel Adkins, Kelsey 
Thompson, Lauren Darling 2:06.61; 13-14 
Mixed:  Chris Lemler,  Philip Massoud, Jeff 
Katen, Chris Harker; 15-18 Girls:  Cassi 
McDiarmid,  Shelby White, Allison Powell, 
Emma Hughes 1:57.79; 15-18 Mixed:  Wil-
liam Hughes, Brandon Pitts, James Burstedt, 
Joseph Abdallah 1:47.70.

DBAC vs. Briarhill
The Dolores Bengston Aqauatic Center 

(DBAC) Piranhas hosted the Dublin Briarhill 
Barracudas last Saturday, June 27th at the 
Pleasanton Dolores Bengston Aquatic Cen-
ter.  The final score for the meet was DBAC 
544, Briarhill 444.   

The top female swimmers for the DBAC 
Piranhas were Grace Tuttle (6), Hanna 
Fleshman (8), Emily Hickey (10), Shawn 
Kim (10), Katie Tsui (11), and Iris Chang 
(15). The top male swimmer for the DBAC 
Piranhas was Alex Ren (6).

The top female swimmers for the Bri-
arhill Barracudas were Brittney Achziger 
(12), Kristin Horrillo (13), and Ladan 
Khandel (14).The top male swimmers for 
the Briarhill Barracudas were Joey Gry-
wczynski (8), Matthew Grywczynski (10), 
Christopher Malek (12), Corey Dickson 
(12), Brian Standart (14), Brent Reed (17), 
and Brandon Lind (17).

1st place finishers for DBAC girls: 6&U 
25Y free, Grace Tuttle, 27.53; 7-8 25Y free, 
Hanna Fleshman, 19.13; 9-10 50Y free, 
Shawn Kim, 32.40; 13-14 50Y free, Amy-
Lynn Pollitz, 29.14; 6&U 25Y fly, Samantha 
O’Brien, 34.66; 7-8 25Y fly, Emily Tincher, 
18.48; 9-10 25Y fly, Emily Hickey, 17.31; 
11-12 50Y fly, Katie Tsui, 34.39; 15-18 50Y 
fly, Iris Chang, 29.54; 6&U 25Y breast, 
Grace Tuttle 34.94; 7-8 25Y breast,  Nicola 
Lindell, 24.94; 9-10 25Y breast, Miara Pipe, 
21.28; 11-12 50Y breast, Katie Tsui, 37.98; 
9-10 100Y IM, Emily Hickey, 1:37.81;  
15-18 100Y IM, Iris Chang, 1:07.84; 6&U 
25Y back, Taylor Rohovit, 30.04; 7-8 25Y 
back, Hanna Fleshman, 23.62; 9-10 25Y 
back, Shawn Kim, 18.46; 11-12 25Y back, 
Madasyn Lewis, 38.70; 15-18 50Y back, 
Iris Chang, 30.59.

1st place finishers for DBAC Boys: 6&U 
25Y free, Alex Ren, 19.03; 9-10 50Y free, 
Andrew Silva, 34.26; 6&U 25Y fly, Michael 
Takahashi, 30.51; 6&U 25Y breast, Alex Ren, 
27.09; 7-8 25Y breast, Paarsa Heidari, 24.30; 
9-10 25Y breast, Zachary Corbishley, 20.28;  
13-14 50Y breast, Jeffrey Liebman, 35.28; 
9-10 100Y IM, Sam Tincher, 1:35.18; 13-14 
50Y back, Michael Pasquale, 32.18.   

1st place finishers for Briarhill Girls: 11-
12 50Y free, Brittney Achziger, 31.81; 15-18 
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The Pleasanton Foothill Little League Junior 80’s Panthers won the 2009 District 57 Tournament 
of Champions Wednesday, June 24th by beating the PALL Yankee’s 10-5. Pictured are (standing, 
left to right) head coach Brian Severns, Assistant coach Richard Mankins, Kyle Brunnett, Zach 
Summerfield, John Ropp, Robert Faris, Brandon Garry, Adam Ochs and Assistant coach Randy 
Ochs; (seated, left to right) Nick Mendonca, Brad Severn, Neal Mankins, Josh Kardos, Joey Martin 
and Connor Ochs.

Livermore Youth Soccer League U9 girls participated as AC Milan at the Beach Soccer 
Championship held in Santa Cruz, CA on June 20-21, 2009. Pictured left to right, back row Ashley 
Lamb, Coach Sara Girotto, Lindsay Harnish, Gianna Cole, Stephanie Boschee, Hailey Hahlbeck, 
Bridget Bowe, and Coach Ed Mylius; front row Sophia Mylius, Ashley Cole, Lauren Moore, and 
Abby Harnish.

50Y free, Kirsten Johansson, 28.65; 13-14 
50Y fly, Kristin Horrillo, 34.42; 13-14 50Y 
breast, Kristin Horrillo, 40.57; 15-18 50Y 
breast, Crystal Fisher, 36.15; 11-12 100Y IM, 
Brittney Achziger, 1:18.05; 13-14 100Y IM, 
Ladan Khandel, 1:19.36; 13-14 50Y back, 
Ladan Khandel, 35.98.

1st place finishers for Briarhill Boys: 7-8 
25Y free, Joey Grywczynski, 15.06; 11-12 
50Y free, Christopher Malek; 13-14 50Y free, 
Brian Standart, 26.12; 15-18 50Y free, Brent 
Reed, 22.92; 7-8 25Y fly, Joey Grywczynski, 
17.53; 9-10 25Y fly, Matthew Grywczynski, 
17.53; 11-12 50Y fly, Corey Dickson, 43.26; 
13-14 50Y fly, Brian Standart, 27.90; 15-18 
50Y fly, Brandon Lind, 25.23; 11-12 50Y 
breast, Christopher Malek, 46.67; 15-18 
50Y breast, Cody McMurdie, 33.61;  11-12 
100Y IM, Christophe Malek, 1:25.87;  13-
14 100Y IM, Brian Standart, 1:07.81; 15-18 
100Y IM, Brandon Lind, 58.57; 6&U 25Y 
back, David Groves, 29.71; 7-8 25Y back, 
Joey Grywczynski, 21.23; 9-10 25Y back, 
Matthew Grywczynski, 19.29; 11-12 50Y 
back, Corey Dickson, 42.65; 15-18 50Y 
back, Brent Reed, 28.03.

PVC vs. Rhonewood
Pleasanton Valley Swim Club was host 

to the Rhonewood Sharks of Livermore. It 
was an exciting meet as there were many 
hotly contested, close events. Final score 
was PVC – 982, Rhonewood – 685.

Eight team records were shattered by 
PVC swimmers: 13-14 girls medley with 
a time of 2:05.45 - Ali Gonsman, Lissi 
Knell, Karoline Vanderzee, Claire McLag-
gen; 15-18 boys fly with a time of 24.91 
– Chris Dotson; 15-18 boys 100-Yard IM 
with a time of 58.77 - Chris Dotson; 13-14 
50- yard breast with a time of 34.62 - Claire 
McLaggen; 15-18 girls 50- yard breast with 
a time of 35.54 - Audrye McLaggen; 13-14 
boys 50- yard back with a time of 31.12 
Bryce McLAggen; 11-12 girls 100-Yard 
IM with a time of 1:10.21- Taylor Truex; 
13-14 girls free relay with a time of 1:52.69 
- Lissi Knell, Anna Dotson, Ali Gonsman, 
Karoline Vanderzee

This following swimmers are recognized 
for dropped times, personal bests and out-
standing effort: 6 and unders: Colin Wallace, 
Luke Castro, Chris Hopkins, David Thoe, 
Camden McLaggan, Jackson Morgenstern, 
Paige Reynolds, Annika Jernstedt, Claire 
Beer,

7-8's: Emily Claridge, Hannah Thoe, 
MacKenzie Riddle, Emily Esparaza, Libby 
Hopkins, Hannah Jacob, Cassie Jacob, Me-
gan Beymer, Hannah Hart, Megan Bouchard, 
Cami Lane, Addyson Mapes, Kieran Wallace, 
Emma Haus, Kate Battaglia, Grace Shader, 
Alyssa Serrano, Jackson Butler, Travis Silva, 
Will Bosse, Jacob Lawrence, Aiden mehta, 
Natthan Williams, Nick Ralston

9-10: Amy Silva, Danielle Sirotta, Anna 
Bosse, Sophia Bartolomucci, Rachel Thoe, 
Maddie Simmons, Samantha Sadler, Wendy 
McCullough, Samantha Howell, Hailey Hart, 
Sophia Holbrook, Lily Krieger, Alison Mer-
cer, Emily Mercer, Melissa Brillhart, Sophie 
Welk, Emma Goldner, Jake Bell, Matthew 
Dotson, Matthew Rumsey, Justin Miller, 
Austin Lucero, Carter Person, Jake Bell

11-12 Taylor Truex, Mackenzie Bammer, 
Brianna Reynolds, Kendall Avriett, Lucy 
Brillhart, Louisa Dubose, Erin Walsh, Maya 
Block, MacKenzie Shields, Annaka Green, 
Maggie McIntyre, Sarah Pease, Rachael 
Butler, Andrew Bailey, Scott Knell, Sal 
Opipari, Ben Oliver, Addison McLaggan, 
Robert Helmer, Jeremy Usedom

13-14: Anna Dotson, Kaitlyn Melo, Lissi 
Knell, Makayla Reitsma, Matt Micheletti, 
Brent Bockover, Bryce McLaggan, Michael 
Chew, Max Gastineau

15-18: Allie Rodriguez, Mary Gruen, 
David Scott, Kent Shapiro, Brody Bockover, 
Audrye McLaggan,

RHONEWOOD HIGHLIGHTS: Two 
swimmers who swam exceptionally well 
the Rhonewood Sharks vs. Pleasanton Val-
ley Dolphins meet are Jacob Burke, 6&U 
Boys, swimming to victory in the 25 Breast, 
25 Butterfly and 25 Freestyle; and Thomas 
Neufeld, who swam to first in the 100 IM 
and Fly; he improved his times in both of 
those events.

Below are the specific events, times, 
and scores for each first place Rhonewood 
Swimming Event:

6 & U Girls: Megan Hill- 25 Free-24.97; 
Madison Hales- 25 Back-29.20; 6 & U Boys: 
Jacob Burk-25 Free-22.38, 25 Butterfly-
28.45, 25 Breast-30.90; 7-8 Boys: Reece 
Kerstetter-25 Butterfly-20.47; 

11-12 Girls: Thomas Neufeld-50 
Fly—37.88; 11-12 Boys: Thomas Neufeld- 
100 IM-1:21.39; 13-14 Girls: McKenna 
Stevulak -100 IM-1:16.44; 15-18 Girls: 
Carrie Melrose- 50 Back-33.40; 15-18 Boys:    
Johnny Cruz-50 Breast-31.37.

Relays: 100 Yard Medley: 7-8 Boys- 
William Steinberg, Matthew Neufeld, Re-
ece Kerstetter, Collin Trump-1:27.28; 200 
Yard Medley: 15-18 Girls-Carrie Melrose,  
Amanda Johnston, Alexandra Accornero, 
Shannon Smith-2:11.23; 15-18 Boys-Jake 
Volponi, Johnny Cruz, Matthew Hawkins, 
Tyler Cartwright-2:04.70

100 Yard Freestyle: 6&U Girls- Me-
gan Hill, Paige Dawson, Britany Pettit, 

Brook Carter-1:58.20; 6&U Boys- Mason 
Paulo, Scott Tagatz, Reece Kerstetter, Collin 
Trump- 3:35.90; 7-8 Boys- Scott Ragatz, 
Reece Kerstetter, William Steinberg, Col-
lin Trump-1:23.46; 200 Yard Freestyle: 
9-10 Boys-Jason Campbell, Tyler Gonzales, 
Jack Ellsworth, Nathan Fish-2:27.85; 15-18 
Boys-Matthew Hawkins, Johnny Cruz, Ben 
Shu, Jake Volponi-1:49.07.

TigerSharks vs. Aqua 
Bears

Livermore LifeStyleRx TigerSharks 
competed against the San Ramon Aqua Bears 
in swim league action. 

First place finishers: Girls 7-8 100 Yard 
Medley Relay 1:20.50 (Miranda Heck-
man, Emma Quan, Courtney Lau, Sydney 
Magann); Girls 9-10 100 Yard Medley Relay 
1:27.82 ( Kaavya Nimmakayala, Laurel 
Heckman, Megan Sullins, Alexa Bui).

Girls 6 & Under 25 yard free: Christina 
Coatney 30.46; boys 9-10 50 free: Jason Lau 
33.40; girls 15-18 50 free: Anna Winegarner 
27.28; girls 6-under 25 fly: Christina Coatney 
37.93; girls 7-8 25 fly: Courtney Lau 19.47; 
boys 9-19 25 fly: Jason Lau 18.61; girls 13-14 
50 fly: Brenna Ingram 33.35; girls 15-18 50 
fly: Anna Winegarner 30.79;

Girls 6-under 25 breast: Christina Coat-
ney 40.03; girls 7-8 25 breast: Emma Quan 
22.13; boys 9-10 25 breast: Jason Lau 19.88; 
boys 11-12 breast: Matthew Lau 47.84; girls 
15-18 50 breast: Anna Winegarner 38.47; 
boys 9-10 IM: Jason Lau 1:26.96; girls 15-18 
100 IM: Anna Winegarner 1:10.30; girls 7-8 
back: Miranda Heckman 19.08; boys 9-19 
25 back: Nathaniel Sproul 20.15; boys 11-12 
50 back: Matthew Lau 46.50; girls 15-18 50 
back: Anna Winegarner 32.10.

 Girls 7-8 100 free relay 1:15.29 ( 
Miranda Heckman, Emma Quan, Sydney 
Magann, Emma Valentine); Mixed 11-12 200 
free relay 2:39.93: Jeremy Anninos, Maegan 
Frock, Owen Quan, Matthew Lau).

  

Every 15 Minutes Benefit
The public is invited to support the 

Livermore Police Department’s “Every 15 
Minutes” alcohol awareness program for 
teenagers by participating in a fund-raising 
golf tournament hosted by the Rotary Club 
of Livermore Valley and sponsored by Waste 
Management at the Ruby Hill Golf Club on 
August 3, 2009.

“Every 15 Minutes” is designed to 
impress upon teens the potentially danger-
ous consequences of drinking alcohol. The 
program focuses on students in Livermore, 
Granada and Del Valle High Schools, chal-
lenging them to think about drinking and 
driving, as well as the responsibility of 
making mature decisions that can impact on 
family, friends and others. Members of the 
Livermore police and fire departments, high 
school officials, ValleyCare Health System 
staff and community leaders work together 
to present the program.

“Unique in its design and powerful in 
its impact, the ‘Every 15 Minutes’ program 
is an experience that brings a heightened 
sense of reality to the issue of alcohol use,” 
said Captain Scott Trudeau of the Livermore 
Police Department.

Entry fee for the golf tournament is 
$175 per person and includes a continental 
breakfast, buffet lunch, golf cart and green 
fees. Check-in at Ruby Hill Golf Club be-
gins at 6:00 a.m., with the shotgun start at 
8:00 a.m. Prizes and awards in men’s and 
women’s divisions and other categories will 
be presented during lunch at 1:00 p.m. Entry 
forms and fees are due by July 15th.

For more information and to register, go 
to www.clubrunner.ca/livermorevalley, or 
contact Captain Trudeau at (925) 371-4717 
or David Bedford at (925) 980-8143.

“This is an exciting opportunity to 
support an important cause, enjoy a chal-
lenging golf course and spend a day with 
friends, neighbors and colleagues,” said 
Captain Trudeau.

For more information on the “Every 
15 Minutes” program go to http://www.
ci.livermore.ca.us/LPD/programs/every_
15_minutes.html.

Open Water Swim Group
A new open water swim group is starting 

up this season at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park 
in Pleasanton. Membership in this nonprofit 
group is open to all qualified individuals. 
We will have day and evening swim times. 
The lake temperature can reach upwards 
of 75 degrees during the warmest months 
. If interested, or to sign up, you can check 
our website at shadowcliffsorcas.com. For 
further information you can contact Al 
DeGraw at (510) 414-7928 or John Bower 
at (925) 294-9050. 

 
Drive for the Cure

Golfers will tee off on Friday, July 24 at 
Wente Vine yards’ The Course for the 4th An-
nual Drive for the Cure to benefit the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF).

The golf tournament, which is presented 
by Chevron and sponsored by Tri-Valley 
Bank and Valentine Capital Asset Manage-
ment, has raised more than $600,000 for 

JDRF since its inception in 2006. 
“Drive for the Cure is an incredible event. 

My family participates, as well as being 
beneficiaries,” says Claire Wolfe, a Drive 
for the Cure committee member and parent 
of a child with juvenile diabetes. 

“I have three family members with type 
1 diabetes. What this day means to us is the 
gathering of friends, family and sponsors, 
who have become very close over the last 
few years, to play golf, party and raise a heck 
of a lot of money toward a cure. We always 
leave the day overwhelmed by the generosity 
of everyone involved, and the amazing job 
that Active Charity does to make this day so 
very warm and wonderful.”

Active Charity, a local group formed 
by Chico state alumni interested in giving 
back and helping others, organizes the an-
nual fundraiser.

In addition to the golf tournament, 
the day’s festivities will include a ladies 
luncheon, dinner, live music and a live auc-
tion featuring vacations, wine packages, 
mountain getaways and more. 

For more information or to register, visit 
www.curetype1.org/driveforthecure.

Chicks with Sticks
Chicks with Sticks Golf Tournament will 

benefit Shepherd's Gate. The event will be 
held at the Poppy Ridge Golf Course in on 
Tuesday, July 14.

The Chicks with Sticks Golf Tournament 
is a 4-person shotgun scramble. It begins at 
1:00 pm. The day will include putting, chip-
ping and longest drive contests, networking 
reception with other women who own or run 
a business, great raffle basket prizes, golf 
goodie bags, box lunch, buffet dinner and 
a chance to meet and also hear powerful 
testimonies from some of the residents in 
the Shepherd’s Gate program.

Each year, over 650 battered and home-
less women and children come to Shepherd’s 

Gate for a vital lifeline. Many of these women 
and their children have experienced severe 
abuse, extreme poverty, and addictions. 
They come to Shepherd’s Gate, sometimes 
with just the clothes on their backs, seeking 
a fresh start.

For more information, visit www.shep-
herdsgate.org; for sponsorship information 
or to donate raffle items, please contact 
Lyn Kiernan at (925)443-4283 ext.217 or 
lkiernan@shepherdsgate.org

Football/Cheer Signup
Livermore Youth Football and Cheer 

Livermore Youth Football and Cheer 
(LYFandC) is starting registration for the 
upcoming season. 

This is a full contact football league that 
has been established for 36 years. The goal is 
to teach the fundamentals of both football and 
cheer needed to make the transition into high 
school. The league works together with the 
local high schools to ensure its participants 
are learning the fundamentals needed for 
their very competitive football and Cheer 
programs. LYFandC’s emphasis is on proper 
technique and fundamentals, responsibility, 
accountability, and most importantly being 
a good person and teammate.

All coaches are required to attend coach-
ing clinics each year to strengthen their 
knowledge of the game. 

Football and cheer squads have been very 
successful in the highly competitive Diablo 
Valley Youth Football Conference (DVYFC). 
Registration will be held July 25 and July 
9,  from 6-8 pm at Round Table Pizza, 1024 
East Stanley Blvd., Livermore.

Information go to website www.eteamz.
com/lyfc or email lyfc@onebox.com/lyfc 

Jail Break Run
On Sunday, July 19, there’s going to be a 

jail break—and the Alameda County Deputy 
Sheriff’s Association invites everyone join 
in.  The 7th annual Jail Break Run, benefiting 
Special Olympics Northern California, offers 

an “escape plan” for everyone: a 5K run (or 
walk), a 10K run, a Kids’ ½-mile run, and a 
Kids’1-mile run. 

Once again, this event will be hosted by 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, at their 
Training Center (which is located right next 
to the Santa Rita Jail), 6289 Broder Blvd., 
Dublin. This event is part of the Sheriff’s 
year-round Law Enforcement Torch Run 
fundraising campaign.

The 5K course is a flat and fast loop.  
The 10K run is primarily flat and fast, with 
one hill—the very same hill you must master 
to join the Alameda County S.W.A.T. team; 
members of the S.W.A.T. team will be on 
hand to run the 10K course with the partici-
pants.  Both USA Track & Field certified 
courses will run along the walls of the jail (all 
prisoners will be tucked away, out-of-view, 
indoors).  For those who are little bit more 
casual with their “get away,” participants 
are welcome to walk the 5K.  Both kids’ 
run courses (children under 8-years old) 
will be held at the Sheriff Training Center’s 
running track.

Each “escapee” will receive the very 
popular Jail Break Run T-shirt, refresh-
ments, and entry into the Jail Break raffle, 
which features a lot of great loot.  Every 
child participating in either the ½-mile or 
1-mile runs will earn a special award medal.  
Trophies will be awarded to the first overall 
male and female participant in each event, 
as well as the top Masters male and female 
in each race.  Medals will also be given 
three-deep to the finishers in each male and 
female age category, in 10-year increments, 
beginning 13-years and under.  In addition, 
all participants will certainly enjoy the op-
portunity to run, or walk, with a number of 
local Special Olympic athletes who will be 
competing as well.

Entry fees for either the 10K Run or 5K 
Walk/Run are $25.00 pre-registered, $30.00 
race-day registration.   The Kids’ ½-Mile and 
Mile event fees are both $5.00.  Check-in 
and race-day registration will open at 6:30 
a.m., with both 10K and 5K events starting 
at 8:00 a.m.  The Kid’s ½-Mile and Mile, 
which takes place on the Sheriff’s training 

center track, will begin around 10:00 a.m.  
The post-race awards, raffle, and prize 
give-away ceremony is scheduled to start 
around 10:00 a.m.

Special Olympics of Northern California 
and the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 
have been making a major push to get more 
high school and college athletic programs to 
participate.  The Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Office has opened its Regional Training 
Center for this event, which has seen a strong 
family presence at the Jail Break Run.  The 
Sheriff’s Office believes that by utilizing 
different methods of community outreach 
to schools, colleges, health clubs, and media 
we can partnership with our communities 
to support Special Olympics Programs. 
Together, we can enhance the quality of life 
for our athletes by raising funds and public 
awareness of Special Olympics

For more Jail Break Run information 
and/or an application, contact On Your 
Mark Events at 209-795-7832 or visit www.
onyourmarkevents.com.

 Coaches Sought
Lady Hustle Fastpitch is looking for 

coaches for all age levels for the Fall Season.  
Please go to www.ladyhustlefastpitch.com 
for more information.  You may also contact 
Teresa Borchard at ronbo4@pacbell.net / 
925-785-0846.

Summer Baseball Camp
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach 

David Perotti is hosting another summer 
camp on July 20-22.  Each camper will 
receive individual instruction from coaches 
and Livermore High players, a snack each day 
and  shirt.  The 5-12 year old camp costs $75 
and runs from 9:00-12:00 everyday.  For more 
info to sign up please contact David Perotti 
at(925) 586-2811 or lvbinfo@yahoo.com or 
check website  www.eteamz.com/lvb

Next year, a nonprofit organi-
zation hopes to begin processing 
tropical foods on the island of 
Hawaii with the aid of two en-
ergy technologies developed by 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL) scientists.

Mike Gleason, the president 
and CEO of The Arc of Hilo, 
inked a memorandum of un-
derstanding with LLNL. Direc-
tor George Miller had already 
signed the document on behalf 
of the Laboratory.

Based in Hilo, Hawaii, 
The Arc of Hilo has leased an 
18,000-square-foot warehouse 
to provide a location where lo-
cal farmers can develop higher-
value food products, such as 
fruit leather, jams and natural 
sweeteners, Gleason said.

Founded in 1954, The Arc 
of Hilo offers a wide range of 
services to people with dis-
abilities, including employment 
training and job placement, and 
seeks to create additional jobs in 
the community for people with 
disabilities.

The Livermore energy tech-
nologies -a new advance for 
harnessing solar energy and 
another for storing and retrieving 
electrical power - would be used 
to provide electricity for the food 
processing facility.

It is hoped that the plant's 
electrical bills could be reduced 
by 50 percent, Gleason said, 
noting that the seven-island state 
has some of the higher electricity 
rates in the nation.

Two Northern California 
start-up businesses, Amber Ki-

netics of Fremont and Tassajara 
Technologies of Livermore, are 
in the process of licensing the 
LLNL technologies.

Amber Kinetics is licensing 
the electromechanical battery/
flywheel and electrostatic (ES) 
generator/motor technologies, 
while Tassajara Technologies 
is licensing the solar energy 
advance.

The LLNL flywheel battery, 
developed by Dick Post, is a 
high-tech version of an ancient 
concept: using a rotating wheel 
to store kinetic energy, as in a 
potter's wheel. In this case, the 
energy is stored in a rotor made 
of a high tech fiber material that 
spins above a magnetic bearing 
at about 40,000 to 50,000 revo-
lutions per minute. The flywheel 
is used for the bulk storage of 
electricity.

Post's complement to the 
flywheel, an ES generator/motor 
is useful for generating electric-
ity. A new configuration of the 
ES generator/motor has been 
developed and its performance 
has been validated by computer 
simulation. 

The LLNL solar thermal tech-
nology, developed by Charles 
Bennett, can supply electric 
power for six cents per kilowatt 
hour at the single family residen-
tial scale, and is lower than the 
current retail price for residential 
electric power of about 10 cents 
per kilowatt hour.

About 25 percent of the inci-
dent sunlight in the LLNL system 
is converted to electric power, 
with most of the remaining solar 

energy captured for water heat-
ing or space heating. In winter, 
about 90 percent of the incident 
sunlight is exploited.

The building of the technol-
ogy prototypes is funded in part 
by a novel "grassroots" matura-
tion scheme for clean technology 
rolled out this year by the LLNL 
Industrial Partnerships Office un-
der a grant from the Department 
of Energy's Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy Office.

Some of the foods that may 
be processed into higher-value 
products, according to Gleason, 

include papayas, yams, pineapple 
and passion fruit or lilikoi.  

The agreement between LLNL 
and The Arc of Hilo also was 
bolstered by the Lab's National 
Security Office through the "Na-
tional Security Field Experience 
Initiative."

This initiative aims to pro-
mote the growth of science and 
technology and workforce de-
velopment in the Pacific Region 
in partnership with small busi-
nesses, nonprofit organizations, 
academia and government.

Lab Technology to Help Nonprofit

day, August 6 with the Battle of 
the Bands movie, “School of 
Rock."  Named one of Bravo’s 
100 Funniest Films “School 
of Rock” follows the antics of 
Dewey Finn (Black), loser ex-
traordinaire, as he attempts to 
liberate a group of talented prep 
school musicians. The film also 
features Joan Cusack and Sarah 
Silverman.  School of Rock is 
rated PG-13

The 2009 free film series 
wraps up on Thursday, August 20 

with "Raiders of the Lost Ark," 
Steven Spielberg’s box office 
smash that took five academy 
awards when it opened in 1981. 
This is the first in a trilogy of 
movies about archaeologist In-
diana Jones, played by Harrison 
Ford. Raiders of the Lost Arkis 
rated PG.

For more information, please 
contact the City of Pleasanton 
Parks and Community Services 
Department at (925) 931-5340.

MOVIES
(continued from page one)
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL NO-
TICES 

 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000    

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 425561
The following person(s) doing 
business as:HD Entertain-
ment 4167 Torrey Pine Way, 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Hector Duron, 4167 Torrey 
Pine Way, Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on 2007.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Hector Duron
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 5, 2009. Expires June 
5, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2512. Publish   June 11, 18, 
25, July 2, 2009.   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.  425709
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Smerty Software, 
741 Kalthoff Common, Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Paul Picazo, 741 Kalthoff 
Common, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Paul Picazo
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 10, 2009. Expires 
June 10, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2513. Publish  June 18, 25, 
July 2, 9, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.  425366
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Accessible 
Home Solutions, 3256 Arbor 
Drive, Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Lani Kay Hernandez, 3256 
Arbor Drive, Pleasanton Ca 
94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Lani K. Hernandez
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 1, 2009. Expires June 
1, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2514. Publish  June 18, 25, 
July 2, 9, 2009.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.  425780
The following person(s) doing 
business as:M Construction, 
639 Emerald Street, Liver-
more CA 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Braswell Construction LLC, 
639 Emerald Street, Liver-
more CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Larry Braswell
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 11, 2009. Expires 
June 11, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2515. Publish  June 18, 25, 
July 2, 9, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 425534
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Little Caesars, 
1092 E. Stanley Blvd., Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Satgur Enterprises Inc., 1092 
E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on June 04, 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Gurvinder Singh
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 4, 2009. Expires June 
4, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2516. Publish  June 18, 25, 
July 2, 9, 2009.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 425843-425848
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:1)AGI Club, 
2)National REOs, 3)Nation-
wide REOs, 4)Advanced 
Group Realty, 5)Advanced 
Group Property Management, 
6)REO Traders, 39 California 
Ave. Ste 208, Pleasanton Ca 
94566  is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Advanced Group Investment, 
Inc., 30 California Ave Ste 
208, Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on April 11, 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mike Sarwari
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 15, 2009. Expires 
June 15, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2518. Publish  June 25, July 
2, 9, 16, 2009.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 426206

The following person(s) do-
ing business as:BizWorks 
Partners, 3517 Kings Canyon 
Ct., Pleasanton Ca 94588 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Celso J. Viegas, 3517 Kings 
Canyon Ct., Pleasanton Ca 
94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on May 15, 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Celso J. Viegas
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 23, 2009. Expires 
June 23, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2521. Publish  July 2, 9, 16, 
23, 2009.  

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 426113
The following person(s) doing 
business as:K.A.R. Service, 
2730 Old First Street, Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Bradley Scott Kurtzer, 316 
Cedar Dr., Livermore Ca 
94550
Debra Kurtzer, 316 Cedar Dr., 
Livermore CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on May 20, 2004.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Bradley Scott Kurtzer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 19, 2009. Expires 
June 19, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2522. Publish  July 2, 9, 16, 
23, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO.  425686
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Pacific Associ-
ates Realty, 1223 Barolo 
Ct., Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Constantinos Karkalemis, 
1223 Barolo Ct., Pleasanton 
Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Constantinos Karkalemis
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 9, 2009. Expires June 
9, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2523. Publish.  July 2, 9, 16, 
23, 2009. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 426126-426127
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1)American Sign 

and Awning Co. 2)American 
Sign and Awning, 383 South 
I Street, Livermore Ca 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Daniel Hugh Twomey, 1170 
Larkspur Dr., Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on June 1, 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Daniel H. Twomey
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 19, 2009. Expires 
June 19, 2014.
The Independent Legal No. 
2524. Publish  July 2, 9, 16, 
23, 2009. 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC

 BEVERAGES
Date of Filing Application:

 June 10, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:
The Names(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:
COOJOY LLC
The Applicants listed above 
are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic bev-
erages at:
1524 N VASCO RD
LIVERMORE, CA 94551-
9217
Type of license(s) Applied 
for:
41 - ON SALE BEER AND 
WINE - EATING PLACE
Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control
1515 Clay St. Ste 2208
Oakland, Ca 94612
(510) 622-4970
The Independent Legal No. 
2517 Publish June 25, July 
2, 9, 2009       
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC

 BEVERAGES
Date of Filing Application:

 June 19, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:
The Names(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:
SWIRL ON THE SQUARE 
INC
The Applicants listed above 
are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control to sell alcoholic bev-
erages at:
21 S LIVERMORE AVE
STE 105
LIVERMORE, CA 94550-
3196
Type of license(s) Applied 
for:
41 - ON SALE BEER AND 
WINE - EATING PLACE
Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control
1515 Clay St. Ste 2208
Oakland, Ca 94612
(510) 622-4970
The Independent Legal No. 
2519 Publish June 25, July 
2, 9, 2009

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ANTENNA CELL SITE AT 

LIVERMORE VA

DEPARTMENT OF VETER-
ANS AFFAIRS (VA) INTENDS 
TO ESTABLISH A SHARING 
AGREEMENT WITH ME-
TROPCS ALLOWING USE 
OF PART OF A ROOFTOP 
FOR INSTALLATION OF 
CELL ANTENNAS AND AS-
SOCIATED EQUIPMENT

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs has unused space on 
its Livermore rooftop facility.  
MetroPCS is proposing to pay 
the VA for the use of space 
on the roof for a MetroPCS 
equipment shelter and 2 to 4 
cell antennas.  An Agreement 
is being considered to allow 
MetroPCS to use the space 
for possibly 5 years, maybe 
more, but for no more that a 
total of 10 years.  

Comments from the public 
must be received by 5:00 
PM PST August 7, 2009 and 
can be sent via U.S. mail or 
email to:  

Contracting Officer: Terrence 
Nelson
Address: 5342 Dudley Blvd, 
McClellan Park, Sacramento 
95652

Phone: (916) 923-4513     
Email: terrence.nelson@

va.gov

Please note:  This notice is 
for comments and is not a 
solicitation for offers, nor is it 
a request for proposals.  
The Independent Legal No. 
2520. Publish July  2, 9, 16, 
23, 30, 2009
ANIMALS
1) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR  
CAT, for adoption informa-

tion contact  
Valley Humane Society at 

 925 426-8656.
Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both 
dogs and cats are available 
at the Pleasanton Farmers 
Market at W. Angela and First 
Streets.  Two locations will 
showcase cats only: Petsmart 
in Dublin from noon to 4  
and the Pet Food Express in 
Livermore from 1  to 4.  On 
Sundays, cats are available 
at Petsmart in Dublin from 
1:00 to 4:00, and PetCo in 
San Ramon from 11:00 to 
3:00.    For more information, 
call TVAR at  (925) 803-7043 
or visit our website at www.
tvar.org.

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION.  

Call Barbara
925 243-8000 to let 49,118 
households know!
4)FOUND
FOUND BIRD June 19th No. 
Livermore 925 548-0753

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000 to let 49,118 
households know!
6)LOST
LOST A FAMILY PET? FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara  243-
8000 to let 49,118 households 
know!
AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/
TRUCKS
10)AUTOS WANTED
DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
- Support No Kill Shelters, 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 
1 - 8 6 6 - 9 1 2 - G I V E . 
(CAL*SCAN)
DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)
SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-
243-8000

0R  www.independent-
news.com  Pay by Credit 

Card  for any Classified or 
Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 

Light housekeeping 
errands transportation 

meal prep personal care. 
Please fax resume  

925 371-8118
60) BUSINESS OPPORTU-
NITY
ALL CASH VENDING! Be 
Your Own Boss! Your Own 
Local Vending Route. In-
cludes 25 Machines and 
Candy for $9,995. Multi-
Vend LLC, 1-888-625-2405. 
(CAL*SCAN)
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.
71) HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101
Place your ad here

925 243-8000 or go on-line 
at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.
Multi-Franchise East Bay 
Automotive dealership 
seeks experienced Inter-
net/Ecommerce director. 
We offer competitive com-
pensation, benefits, over 
300 internet leads a month, 
phone ins, a great sched-
ule, full staff, and manage-
ment support. Must have a 
proven track record of suc-

cessful Internet Department 
management. Knowledge 
of AVV/Webcontrol a plus. 
Must be able to hire, train, 
manage, and motivate staff. 
Clean DMV, val id Ca. 
Automotive sales license, 
and complete references 
required. Must be able to 
pass a drug test. Bi-lingual 
a plus. EOE. Please re-
spond by emailing a resume 
to jshaghasi@lagmail.net, 
or call 925-765-0585

ATTENTION: COMPUTER 
WORK! Work from anywhere 
24/7 processing nutritional 
supplement orders. Great 
pay. Will train. Bi-lingual a 
plus. Request info online: 
www.KTPGlobal.com or 1-
800-330-8447. (CAL*SCAN)
FIREFIGHTER No experience 
needed. Training, travel, great 
pay/benefits/vacation regular 
raises. HS grads ages 17-34. 
Call Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)
INTERNATIONAL CUL-
TURAL EXCHANGE Repre-
sentative: Earn supplemental 
income placing and supervis-
ing high school exchange stu-
dents. Volunteer host families 
also needed. Promote world 
peace! 1-866-GO-AFICE or 
www.afice.org (CAL*SCAN)
CABLE LINE INSTALLER  
job in growth industry. Paid 
training, great benefits, vaca-
tion. No experience needed. 
HS grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN) 
TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches over
45,893 Homes

and
over 3,225

Local Businesses
mailed

Home Delivery
in 

Livermore
Pleasanton & Sunol

Call Barbara
925 243-8000

MERCHANDISE
110 )EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE
SAWMILLS FROM ONLY 
$2,990 - Convert your Logs 
To Valuable Lumber with  
y o u r  o w n  N o r w o o d  
portable band sawmill. Log 
skidders also available. www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/330n - 
FREE Information: 1-800-578-
1363 x 300-N. (CAL*SCAN)
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY
121)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

RAIN OR SHINE! 
 Call Barbara 925-243-8000 

or go to 
www.independentnews.

com before 8am Tuesdays  
to place your ad in the  

next edition.
127) LOST/FOUND
LOST or FOUND AN ITEM

FREE SECTION
Call Barbara 925 243-8000

130)MISC FOR SALE
Used Chain Link Gate 

13'4" Wide x 4' Tall with 
Hinged Mounting Post 

and Hardware to Attach to 
Swing Gate Operator Elite 

CSW-200-UL 
Call  925-872-1321  

$250 or BO

Heavy Duty Electric Auto-
matic Gate Opener, Swing 

Type
Model Elite CSU-200-UL

Good Working Order

Call Lynn 925-872-1321
 $400 or BO

NOTICES/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents 
with emphasis on those with 
low income. The center has 
general medical services, 
family planning, well baby, 
prenatal and maternity pro-
grams, social services, blood 
pressure checks, WIC food 
supplement programs, pre-
marital blood test, sports/
camp physicals, TB screen-
ing, free transportation avail-
able.    925 462-1755
155)NOTICES
“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSL      B (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”
REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 

Gerald A. Benedetti, "Ben"
Gerald A. Benedetti, “Ben," 

passed away at home in Liver-
more  a t 
t h e  a g e 
of 72 on 
June 16, 
2009. He 
was born 
March 2, 
1937  in 
Sa l inas , 
o n e  o f 
two sons 
o f  A n -
drew and 
Eula Benedetti and graduated 
from Salinas High in 1954.

Ben's early passion in life for 
all things mechanical led him 
to the field of Engineering. He 
received his Ph.D. in Civil Engi-
neering from Arizona State Uni-
versity, a Masters degree from 
Oregon State University and a 
BS in Mechanical Engineering 
from Santa Clara University.  
After marriage to Nancy in 1960 
and starting a family, engineering 
moved to second place.

He was a resident of Liver-
more since 1962 and employed 
at Sandia National Labs for over 
35 years, retiring in 1997.

Ben loved traditional Jazz and 
Dixieland music; on any given 
afternoon or evening if you were 
to stop by for a visit, “his” music 
could always be heard coming 
from the stereo. He and Nancy 
often traveled to Jazz festivals 
throughout the west, especially 
after retirement. He also loved 
the outdoors and family camp-
ing trips when his two sons were 
young.

Another avid pursuit of Ben's 
was fixing anything that was 
broken. There was seldom a time 
when he didn't have a mechani-
cal project of one sort or another 
underway. There seemed to be 
nothing he couldn't fix or over-
haul. Automatic transmissions, 
engine overhauls, washing ma-
chines, the microwave, whatever 
it was he'd always find a way to 
fix it. If anyone had some thing 
they needed help with, they 
could ask Ben and he'd help out.  
If he didn't know how, he'd find 
a manual and then become an 
expert on that subject.

He also took the opportunity 
to laugh whenever he could and 
loved exchanging jokes and fun-
ny stories and loved animals.

Ben is survived by his wife 

of 49 years, Nancy, sons Aaron 
(spouse, Karen) and Andrew 
(Sirikanya) grandsons Ethan and 
Darren, brother Don (Nadine), 
nephews Michael, Ronnie and 
niece Donna Benedetti and broth-
er-in-law Richard Leffingwell 
(Doreen) and Richard's daughters 
Karen and Janet.

He was a generous man in 
all ways that mattered, whether 
taking time out to talk, help or 
offer advice.  He will be dearly 
missed.

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
his memory can be made to Hope 
Hospice, 6500 Dublin Blvd., 
Suite 100, Dublin, CA 94568

Robert R. Hanks
Bob was born in Torrance. CA 

on Aug. 8, 1962. He was a long 
time Pleasanton resident.

He was the beloved husband 
of Tania Hanks, adoring father of 
Matthew and Lexi Hanks, loving 
son of his mother Judy Tamble 
and step-father Dave Tamble, 
and loving son of Bob Hanks. He 
was a brother to Steve  and Kurt 
Hanks and uncle to Steven, Jus-
tin, Jimmy, Chris and Samantha 
Hanks and their extended fami-
lies. He was the grandson Helen 
Lackey, son-in-law & brother 
in-law of David & Adrian Lans-
downe and their families.

Bob touched many lives and 
brought joy to everyone. To know 
him was to love him; he was a 
bright light in everyone's lives.

After serving his country 
in the Air Force, he became a 
Public Safety Officer until he 
was forced, due to injury, to re-
tire. At that time he opened The 
Cruise and Travel Company in 
downtown Pleasanton, which 
he ran for 16 years, and his wife 
and staff continue to service. 
His favorite place in the world 
was Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. 
He loved travel and have fun 
wherever he went. He had a gift 
for touching people's hearts.

Bob died peacefully at his 
home, surrounded by his loved 
ones on June 22, 2009.

Services will be held at Cor-
nerstone Church in Livermore at 
11.00am on Thursday, July 2th. 
Memorial service to follow.

In lieu of flowers please send 
all donation to the American 
Melanoma Foundation.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary, Pleasanton.

Marjory A. Turnbaugh
Marjory A. Turnbaugh, 85, 

passed away at her daughter's 
home in Lake Havasu City, Ari-
zona, Sunday, June 21, 2009.

Marge was born in Piercefield, 
NY on June 28, 1923 to Martha 
(Perry) and Clifford Jarvis. 

She was widowed twice be-
fore marrying Robert Turnbaugh 
in November 1995.  They spent 
ten wonderful years traveling 
before his death in 2005.  

Marge is survived by her 
daughter, Sandra (Jerry) Wood-
ward of Lake Havasu City, Ar-
izona, son Russell (Katrina) 
Faust of Goodyear, Arizona, 
step-daughter Roberta Jensen 
of Tracy, California, step-son 
Donald (LoraLee) Turnbaugh of 
Grants Pass, Oregon, and many 
grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Private interment will take 
place in San Joaquin Valley Na-
tional Cemetery. 

Karl Joseph Lanza
Karl Joseph Lanza passed 

away at Washington Hospital 
on June 22, 2009, at the age of 
72. Karl was born to Joseph & 
Ellen Lanza, in New York City, 
NY on June 22, 1937. Karl was 
employed for 43 years, as an 
Electrical Engineer for United 
Airlines until his retirement in 
2003. He belonged to the RX7 
Club and the Amateur Radio Re-
lay League. His favorite hobbies 
were making wine with his son, 
amateur radio, working on cars, 
airplanes and gardening.

Karl is preceded in death by 
his parents, Joseph and Ellen 
Lanza and a sister, Esther Mu-
sica. He is survived by his wife 
of 44 years, Mary A Lanza, sons, 
Michael (Ann) Lanza and Joseph 
Lanza, grandchildren, Loren, 
Alyssa, Kayla and Nathanial 
and by a brother, Louis (Ann) 
Lanza. 

A Chapel Blessing was held 
June 29 in Livermore. Burial 
followed at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery in Livermore.

In lieu of flowers the family 
respectfully requests memorial 
donations in Karl’s name be made 
to The American Lung Associa-
tion, American Lung Association 
National Headquarters 1301 
Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 

800. Washington, DC 20004
Arrangements by Callaghan 

Mortuary.

Robert D. Vidal
Bob died peacefully at home 

on June 24, 2009, succumbing 
to an illness. He was born Nov. 
23, 1937. He lived in his home in 
Pleasanton for 41 years.

A man of many talents, he 
was a prolific artist, woodworker, 
photographer, model shipbuilder 
and backyard train enthusiast. 
His stained glass work is greatly 
admired. He was a good friend 
and neighbor to many, always 
helpful and sharing his talents. 
Bob retired from State Farm 
Insurance after 28 years in 1992. 
He continued his love for travel 
to the four corners of the globe 
with his wife Julie.

He is survived by his best 
friend and wife, Julie and step-
children, Elizabeth, Virginia 
and Robert; sons-in-law, Shawn 
and David and daughter-in-law 
Kathleen. He was preceded in 
death by his parents Mildred 
and Frank.

Friends are invited to his Me-
morial Service on July 11 at 11 
a.m. at Graham-Hitch Mortuary, 
4167 First St., Pleasanton.

Donations can be made to 
Hope Hospice, 6500 Dublin 
Blvd., Suite 100, Dublin, CA 
94568.

Ivy Maud Cargill
Ivy Maud Cargill died June 

22, 2009. She was born August 
7, 1915.

Mass was celebrated  June 
30, 2009 at St. Elizabeth Seton 
Catholic Church in Pleasanton.  
Burial followed at St. Augus-
tine’s Cemetery, Pleasanton.

Arrangements by Graham-
Hitch Mortuary.

Leonard Richard 
Wicksten Jr

Leonard Richard Wicksten, 
Jr., 74, passed away on June 26, 
2009. Leonard was born in Oak-
land, California on June 20, 1935, 
son of Leonard and Gertrude 
Wicksten. Their family moved 
to Oregon in the early 1940s, and 
Len graduated from Jacksonville 
High in 1953. 

After high school, Leonard 
enlisted in the U. S. Army. He 

proudly served in Special Forces 
of the 11th Airborne Division as 
a Master Parachutist and Ranger 
from 1953 to 1958. 

After a six-week romance, 
Leonard married Nancy Ann 
Smith on December 10, 1955 
while stationed at Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky, and they began 
their family while stationed in 
Augsburg, Germany. Leonard 
and Nancy raised their family 
of three daughters in Livermore, 
California where Leonard joined 
the Livermore Police Department 
in 1966. 

During his more than 30-year 
career, Leonard was a tremen-
dous role model and mentor and 
had a profound impact on a new 
generation of police officers both 
personally and professionally. He 
always set high expectations for 
both himself and his fellow of-
ficers. Sergeant Wicksten served 
fifteen years as tactical coordina-
tor of the SWAT team, headed 
the Narcotic Task Force, and was 
President of the Police Officer’s 
Association. Leonard earned his 
bachelor’s degree from San Fran-
cisco State University in 1976. 

Affectionately known as Wick, 
Len had a dominating presence. 
Those lucky enough to know 
him well, however, saw beyond 
his gruff exterior and glimpsed 
a caring man full of teasing and 
witty remarks spoken with a sly 
smile.  He earned respect not 
from his imposing stature, but for 
the values he lived by.  Leonard 
was a man of integrity, honor, 
and honesty.  His generosity left 
a lasting impression on all those 
whose lives crossed paths with 
his own.

During his retirement years, 
Len and Nancy enjoyed spending 
summers on the Oregon coast in 
their fifth wheeler and going on 
Alaskan cruises—his final cruise 
included great-granddaughter 
Alexis. While taking his dog 
on daily walks through his Lodi 
neighborhood, he developed 
strong friendships by introducing 
new neighbors to old ones and 
encouraging an old-fashioned 
community spirit. 

He was predeceased by both 
parents. Survivors include his 
wife Nancy; daughter Debbie 
Freeman of Lodi, California and 

her husband Eric, daughter Lisa 
Egan of Corvallis, Oregon and 
her husband Carey; daughter 
Annette Fordyce of Nevada 
City, California and her hus-
band Kerry; grandchildren Amy 
Shanks, Jerry Arionus, Heather 
Berry, Phillip Egan, Janine Egan, 
David Egan, Shara Fordyce, and 
Jason Fordyce; ten great-grand-
children; sisters Carol Souza of 
Pheonix, Oregon and Roberta 
Babbit of Salem, Oregon; his 
Livermore Police force family; 
and his dog Sergeant McDuff.  

In honor of Len’s wishes, in 
lieu of flowers, contributions can 
be made to the National Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society, Northern 
California Chapter, 1700 Owens 
St., Suite 190, San Francisco, 
CA 94158. A celebration of his 
life will be held at 11AM on 
Thursday, July 2, 2009 at Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East Ave., 
Livermore. 

Jean Roberts Fleming
Jean was born on November 

25, 1930, in Oakland, CA. and 
passed away on Saturday, June 
27, 2009 at the age of 78.

Jean, a Pleasanton resident, 
was a member of Native Daugh-
ters of the Golden West and 
N.A.R.F.E. She loved to dine out 
and always enjoyed a good party.  
She looked forward to going to 
Oakland A’s games, Pier 39 after 
Christmas and trips to Reno.  She 
will be dearly missed by all who 
knew her. A special thank you to 
the Pleasanton Firefighters for 
their care and compassion.  

Jean was preceded in death 
by her husband,  Douglas Flem-
ing in 1992 and her son Ronald 
Fleming in 1993.  She is survived 
by her daughters, Sharon (Den-
nis) Lewis of Campbell, Ellen 
(Michael) Moreno of Pleasanton, 
Susie (Jim) Wright of Manteca 
and Jeannette Fleming of Liver-
more, six grandchildren and 1 
great grandchild.  

Private services will be held. 
Inurnment will be at Memory 
Gardens Cemetery, Livermore.  
In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made in Jean’s memory to a 
charity of  choice.  

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.
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 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

TO PLACE YOUR AD IN THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY, 
CALL SHARON AT 925-243-8017

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD, CALL BARBARA AT 243-8000

housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL
HOUSE FOR RENT 4BD/3BA 
Diablo Grande, Patterson. 
Nestled in a Golfing Resort. 
Gated Community, Serene 
Beautiful Area. $1300mo./
Plus Dep  510 651-4268
GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 49,119+ households 
that read the Independent 
find out about it. . To place an 
ad go to  www.independent-
news.com or call Barbara at 
925 243-8000
159)AUCTIONS
FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION. Northern California. 
400+ Homes Must Be Sold! 
RECD / Free Brochure. 
www.Auction.com RE Broker 
01093886. (CAL*SCAN)
160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net
163) HOMES/TOWNHOUSE 
FOR SALE
Call Barbara 925 243-8000 to 
place your ad
FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION. Northern California. 
400+ Homes Must Be Sold! 
RECD / Free Brochure. 
www.Auction.com RE Broker 
01093886. (CAL*SCAN)
165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE
RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE By Advertis-
ing with The Independent 
reaching over 49,119 homes 
and businesses with your ad 
placement. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000
170)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE
BUYER’S MARKET. New 
Mexico. Ranch Dispersal. 
140 acres - $89,900. River Ac-
cess. Northern New Mexico. 
Cool 6,000’ elevation with 
stunning views. Great tree 
cover including Ponderosa, 
rolling grassland and rock out-
croppings. Abundant wildlife, 
great hunting. EZ terms. Call 
NML&R, Inc. 1-866-360-5263. 
(CAL*SCAN)
LAND FORECLOSURES 
IN NEW MEXICO! From as 
low as $19,995 for 10+/-acre, 
phone, electric close, views. 
Guaranteed financing, low 
down! Going Fast! 888-812-
5830. www.SWProperties.
com (CAL*SCAN)
BANK FORECLOSURE COL-
ORADO RANCH  40 acres 
$29,900 Clean Title, War-
ranty Deed. Enjoy 300 days  
of sunshine. Rocky Mtn.  
views, utilities. Excellent 
F inanc ing!  Cal l  Today!  
1-866-696-5263 x 4938. 
w w w . C o l o r a d o L a n d 
Bargains.com (CAL*SCAN)
SERVICES
176)BUSINESS SERVICES
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure.Call 
(916) 288-6019.www.Cal-
SCAN.com
DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)
NEWS RELEASE? Cost-ef-
ficient service. The California 
Press Release Service has 
500 current daily, weekly and 
college newspaper contacts 
in California. FREE email bro-
chure. Call (916) 288-6010. 
www.CaliforniaPressRelease 
Service.com (CAL*SCAN)
180)FINANCIAL SERVICES
AMERICAN TAX RELIEF. 
Settle IRS Back Taxes * Do 
You Owe Over $15,000? 
If So...Call us Now! * Free 
Consultation *. For Less 
Than What You Owe! Stop 
Wage Garnishments! Re-
move Bank Levies Tax Levies 
& Property Seizures! Stop 
Payment Plans That Get 
you Nowhere! Settle State 
and Business Payroll Tax 
Problems Eliminate Penalties, 
Interest Charges & Tax Liens! 
* Settle IRS Back Taxes * No 
Obligation! Confidential! Call 
American Tax Relief 1-800-
496-9891 * Free Consultation 
* (CAL*SCAN)
CREDIT CARD RELIEF. 
*Free Consultation * Save 
Thousands of Dollars. Out 
of Debt in Months! Avoid 
Bankruptcy! Credit Card 
Relief. NOT A High Priced 
Consolidation Company or A 
Consumer Credit Counseling 
Program. Call Credit Card 
Relief 1-866-479-5353. * Free 
Consultation * (CAL*SCAN)
185)LEGAL SERVICES

Eviction for Landlord’s 
Only Michael Notaro, Esq. 
(510) 522-2666 Visit:www.

notarolaw.com
190)POOL SERVICES

 POOL SERVICE

SPARKLE  POOL
Weekly Pool & Spa Maint .
Equipment Install  & Repair

Pool Inspections 
925-577-7111

License #537418
195)SCHOOLS/EDUCA-
TION
HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAIN-
ING. Job placement assis-
tance. Call 888-210-4534. 
Northern California College of 
Construction. (CAL*SCAN)

Making Your 
Move Smooth

By Cher Wollard
When James and Bonnie sold their home of 28 years, they under-

estimated the time it would take them to pack up their belongings.
It was a small house — less than 1,000 sq. ft. How much time 

could it take?
Often longer than sellers are prepared for. 
Moving is not just a matter of tossing everything into boxes and 

driving or shipping it to your new home.
Stager Debbie Borges offers this advice:  Go through the house 

room-by-room putting everything into one of three categories: 
1. Things you plan to take with you
2. Things you can throw away and 
3. Things you will sell or give away
Anything to be thrown away should, of course, go right into 

garbage bags or the recycle bin. 
Items in useable condition that you don’t want or need can be 

sold or given away.  
Many nonprofits send trucks out to neighborhoods on a regular 

basis to pick up used clothing and household goods. Anything you 
plan to give away can be bagged up and tagged for the charity of 
your choice.  Tax deductible, in most cases.

Or you can advertise giveaways – usually at no cost – in the 
newspaper or on websites such as craigslist.  Furniture, even mat-
tresses and lamps, are usually snatched up quickly.

Set aside items you plan to sell. You can find buyers by advertis-
ing, holding a garage sale or placing items with a local consignment 
shop.    

Once that’s done, you’ll only have to pack the things you intend 
to take with you to your new home.

If you are selling your present home, start sorting before the house 
goes on the market. This will make it easier to keep your home clut-
ter-free during showings. 

It will also reduce stress when it comes time for the actual 
move.

You can move yourself or hire movers to help you.
If you plan to hire a moving company, you’ll want to start inter-

viewing companies as soon as possible. 
Ask your real estate agent, friends and relatives to refer you to 

companies they have had good experiences with. 
It’s advisable to get estimates from at least three companies. 

You can sometimes get quotes online, but companies usually like 
to send a representative to the home to get a first-hand look at how 
much is involved.

Be specific about what you expect them to do.  You can save 
money by packing your own boxes, but this may reduce the com-
pany’s liability for damages. 

“The estimates you get may be quite different depending on how 
much weight the estimator thinks you have,” advises Move.com. 

“Don’t necessarily go with the lowest weight estimate, you’ll still 
be charged for actual weight and mileage charges in the end. One 
good idea is to take the highest weight estimate and have the other 
two movers revise their estimates based on this weight.” 

Your household goods can be packed directly into a moving van 
or into pods, which can be stored individually in a storage unit, if 
necessary.

Check out any companies you are considering with the local Bet-
ter Business Bureau to find out if complaints have been registered 
about them. 

Above all, get everything in writing. The salesperson will not be 
around when the movers pick up and deliver your property. If some-
thing is not written into the contract, it probably won’t be done.

Plan to schedule movers about four weeks in advance.
If you are going to move yourself, call the rental company at least 

two weeks ahead of time to reserve a truck or van. They can advise 
you on what size vehicle you will need. 

At least a week before the move, contact your phone, cable or 
satellite providers, and utility companies to set the date to have 
service changed to your new home. 

Notify the post office, your bank and other places you do business 
with of your new address. .

As for the move itself, start preparing as soon as your home is in 
contract with a buyer or you have given notice to your landlord.

If you do your own packing, don’t scrimp on materials, especially 
when it comes to breakable items. 

Don’t over pack. Boxes are cheaper than the things they are car-
rying. You don’t want to fill them so full they break.

Remember: heavy items, such as books and plates, go in small 
boxes. Clothes, linens and other lightweight items can be packed 
in larger boxes.

Use enough brown paper or bubble wrap to keep your valuables 
safe. 

No matter who packs up your household, label every box with 
contents and what room it belongs in. If the contents are fragile, write 
that on the box too. Utility markers work well for this purpose.

There are some items you should not pack, but should carry with 
you to your new home.  For example:

• An extension cord and batteries. Everything’s electric these 
days, so it makes sense to keep an extension cord and a pack of new 
batteries within easy reach.

• Your toolbox. Hammer, screwdrivers, nails, screws, cellophane 
tape, duct tape and tape measure will all come in handy.

• Bottle opener and glasses. Moving is hard work, no matter how 
many burly guys you have helping you. You – and they – will need 
to keep hydrated. 

• Paper plates, utensils, pizza or fast food coupons, cash to tip the 
delivery guy. Not only will you get thirsty, you are likely to work up 
an appetite, and this is no time to cook or wash dishes.

• Address book or PDA. You don’t want to lose important phone 
numbers. 

• Cell phone.  It may be several days before your landline is 
hooked up.

• Important personal documents. If these are not kept in a safe-
deposit box, carry them with you. Moving boxes all look the same 
and it will be difficult to find papers you need if they are packed 
away, no matter how carefully you have labeled the boxes. 

• Instruction manuals. See previous item. 
• Cleaning materials. All-purpose cleaner, window cleaner, dish 

soap, hand soap, sponge, paper towels and toilet paper. 
• Toothbrush, toiletries, a towel and a change of clothes. You’ll be 

too tired at the end of the day to be searching for these things. 
• Light bulbs and a flashlight. Just in case.  
• Box cutter. It’s the first thing you’ll need to start unpacking. 
Then get ready to settle into your new life in your new home. 
Do you have questions about local real estate matters you would 

like to see covered in this space? E-mail your questions to cherw@
windermere.com 

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with Windermere Welcome Home 
Realty, Livermore.
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An overturned truck on 
Vasco Road backed up 
traffic. The accident resulted 
in a small diesel leak. No 
one was injured.

The Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors last week ap-
proved a $2.4 billion budget for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2009-2010 that 
will eliminate 235 County jobs 
and reduce some key services 
to help close a  $177.6 million 
budget gap. 

County Administrator Susan 
S. Muranishi said the massive 
budget shortfall was caused 
by “a perfect storm” of factors 
including decreases in prop-
erty tax revenue and state and 
federal funding combined with 
a dramatic rise in requests for 
services as unemployment and 
other problems take hold amid 
the economic downturn.   She 
warned that more reductions will 
soon be on the table as State of-
ficials consider proposals to shift 
funding away from local govern-
ment while increasing the burden 
on Alameda County and other 
communities to support needy 
families, care for the elderly and 
disabled, supervise criminal of-
fenders and maintain roads and 
other important infrastructure.

County Supervisors said final-
izing the Budget for FY 2009-
2010 required making extremely 
difficult decisions, and they 
called on their counterparts in 
Sacramento to confront similarly 
tough choices instead of passing 
off the State’s fiscal problems to 
local government.  Supervisors 
also left the door open to averting 
some layoffs to County workers 
by asking employee bargaining 
units to consider concessions in 
ongoing labor negotiations.

The Final Budget for 2009-
2010 totals $2.4 billion, an 
increase of $34.7 million, or 
1.45% from the 2008-2009 Final 
Budget.  The Final Budget sup-
ports a workforce of 9,081 full-
time equivalent (FTE) positions.  
Many of the planned staffing 
reductions will come through the 
elimination of vacant positions, 
though some of the positions 
slated for elimination are filled.

The Final Budget was adopted 
following two days of public 
hearings in which the Board of 
Supervisors heard emotional 

testimony about the impacts of 
proposed cuts to Public Safety, 
Health Care and Social Services 
programs.  Following those hear-
ings, Board members voted to set 
aside $6.5 million included in the 
Proposed Budget – mostly from 
an increase in the reserve fund 
the County established to deal 
with unforeseen fiscal demands 
- to help offset further financial 
impacts expected when the State 
moves to balance its budget. The 
Board also directed County staff 
to investigate possible cost-sav-
ing options that might avert the 
planned closure of the Fairmont 
Animal Shelter in San Leandro.

Budget-balancing strategies 
include $114 million in reduced 
expenditures and the use of 
nearly $46 million of Fiscal 
Management Reward (FMR) 
Program savings that County 
departments accrued over the 
past year by managing costs.  The 
FMR Program allows County 
departments to use these savings 
to balance their budgets for the 
coming fiscal year.

 

Alameda County Closes 
$177.6 Million Budget Gap

Ridge 
Concept 
Plan Draws 
Questions 

Trails took the spotlight in 
an East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict (EBRPD) scoping meeting 
about the future development 
of features in Pleasanton Ridge 
Regional Park. 

The meeting June 29 at 
Amador Valley High School 
in Pleasanton was centered on 
staff presenting information 
and answering questions about 
the land use plan being drawn 
for the park. 

Audience members showed 
some skepticism and impa-
tience with the park district. A 
man who identified himself as 
a “mountain biker” said that 
in San Jose, “mile after mile 
of trails are being developed,” 
and implied EBRPD might be 
holding back, by being overly 
scrupulous about what can be 
done to the environment in some 
places in order to build trails. 

Another questioner asked 
whether anyone has seen a 
red-legged frog on the ridge. 
EBRPD staffer Doug Bell said 
that yes, they had. Federal and 
state law demand that EBRPD 
protect endangered species, 
said Bell. He named species that 
are familiar to Valley residents 
who have followed environ-
mental battles locally over the 
years, such as the golden eagle, 
red-legged frog, and Alameda 
whipsnake. 

Howard Long, who built the 
Longview subdivision on the 
ridge, said that the people who 
want trails for bikes and hiking, 
and folks who want to do hang-
gliding, and others, should get 
together themselves, and come 
up with a plan, and present it 
to the park district. That drew 
scattered applause from a few 
people. 

Bell said that the park district 
wants an open process in draw-
ing up the plan. He urged people 
to be patient, give input, and 
“stay with us.” 

The Pleasanton ridge park 
is a long one, with 30 miles of 
official trails, and another 10 
miles of unmapped trails. One 
of its big problems is that it 
has only one access area, near 
the southern end of the park, at 
Foothill Road. EBRPD proposes 
to add two more in Pleasanton, 
and one on the west side at the 
Tyler Ranch in Sunol. 

Anyone who wants to com-
ment about what they want to 
see in the park plan may fill 
out a questionnaire. It’s avail-
able at the park staging area on 
Foothill Road, or by contrating 
EBRPD. 

Staff will be gathering the 
ideas, drawing up a conceptual 
plan in the summer and fall, and 
holding on-site meetings in the 
park to show how the ideas may 
change the look of the park. 

After the plan is firmed up 
further, there will be a public 
meeting about it in spring 2010. 
EBRPD will also follow along 
with the usual EIR reports, 
as required by the California 
Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).
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PLEASANTON
Pleasanton residents  are invited to attend a free concert and family picnic 

at Lions’ Wayside Park (corner of Neal and First streets) from noon to 1:30 
p.m. Those seeking a bargain can buy “A Dog & a Drink for a Dollar,” the 
hot dog lunch served up by Lions Club volunteers (and co-sponsored by 
Raley’s Market).

This will be the eleventh year that volunteers have produced “Celebrat-
ing Freedom and its Evolution since the Revolution.” It is the only midday 
concert in the  Concerts in the Park series sponsored by Pleasanton Down-
town Association, allowing families the option of attending later-in-the-day 
barbecues or fireworks displays. Patriotic music will be performed by the 
Pleasanton Community Concert Band, under the direction of Bob Williams.  
Leading a sing-along will be Ward Belding as “Uncle Sam.”  

Local residents stake out spots at the park early in the day by bringing 
day their blankets or lawn chairs.  Some shade canopies will be set up to (continued on page 2)

4th of July 
Festivities 
Planned

4th of July 
Festivities 
Planned
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Debra Knox (left) and Sandra Kay to entertain at Livermore VA 
Hospital.

Bay Area Blues Society
performs

12 noon - 8pm - July 4
Alameda County Fair

SCHEDULE
Amy Lou's Blues - 12:00 P.M.

Bobby Young - 1:00 P.M.
J. C. Smith Blues Band - 2:00 P.M.

Twice As Good - 3:00 P.M.
Zakiya Hooker - 4:00 P.M.

Caravan Of Allstars - 5:00 P.M.
Blues Harmonica Explosion - 6:15 

Chick Willis- 7:15 P.M.

Concert planned in Livermore.

augment the shade trees.  The first 
600 audience members to arrive 
just before the performance will 
be given free hand-held American 
flags, courtesy of Lions Club.  Au-
dience members are encouraged to 
wear red, white, and blue.

Free soap bubbles will be 
handed out to children, and they 
may line up for free temporary 
“tattoos” with a patriotic motif.  
Master of ceremonies will be Ken 
McDonald.

Military personnel, past and 
present, will be honored, along 
with their families, starting with 
the color guard from Veterans of 
Foreign Wars  (Post #6298) and the 
American Legion (Post #238) and 
culminating in the playing of the 
anthems of each branch of military 
service.  Chris Miller, head of the 
local support group for military 
families, will lead this portion of 
the program.

Readings will include “Land-
marks,” an original poem by Mar-
tha Melzer, who has just completed 
her two-year term as Poet Laureate 
of Pleasanton; “America, Why I 
Love Her,” read by Lynn Owens; 
and “Bended Voices:  A Memorial 
Trilogy” that is a tribute to Martin 
Luther King Jr.,  and John F. and 
Robert Kennedy.  Special guests 
of honor will be the recipients of 
the 2009 Ed Kinney Community 
Patriot Award (to be announced 
June 29).

Sister city organizations (Tu-
lancingo and Blairgowrie-Fergus) 
will have informational booths.

“Celebrating Freedom and its 
Evolution since the Revolution” 
was founded in 1998 by local 
resident W. Ron Sutton after the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds 
cancelled their Fourth of July fire-
works show.  Sutton felt that Pleas-
anton should have a way to honor 
our nation’s birthday.  “Our day in 
America is 7/4, not 9/11,” Sutton 
said.  “And Fourth of July should 
be more than just another holiday 
that gives us a long weekend.  It’s 
about much more than barbecues 
and fireworks.”

LIVERMORE OFFERS FIRE-
WORKS

The Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District is gearing up for 
the 26th annual Old-Fashioned 
Fourth of July Celebration, one 
of the biggest events of the year 
in the city.

In addition to a spectacular 
fireworks show that tops off the 
day, the event has much to offer 
people of all ages and interests. 
Family games, a carnival area and 
Hat Parade will entice young and 
old alike. Following afternoon fun, 
U2 tribute band Zoo Station will 
get the evening started with some 
live entertainment.

There will be a presentation of 
the colors and the national anthem 
will be sung by Livermore Idol 
winner Braden Sweeney. Liver-
more Mayor Marshall Kamena 
will welcome the crowd, followed 
by the LARPD Board of Directors’ 
address.

As the night continues on, 
Beatles cover band The Sun Kings 
will perform to keep the party go-
ing. Food and beverages will be for 
sale. Attendees can snack on fun 
summer foods such as snow cones, 
nachos, tri-tip sandwiches, cotton 
candy, hamburgers and hot dogs.

Entry is $3 per walk-in and $15 
per carload. Parking lots close by 
8:30 p.m. unless they are filled 
earlier; pedestrian gates close 
at 9:30 p.m. Gates open for the 
Old-Fashioned Fourth of July Cel-
ebration at 3 p.m. Saturday, July 
4. The event is held at Robertson 
Park, 3200 Robertson Park Road, 
Livermore. For more information, 
visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us or call 
925-373-5700.

BANKHEAD THEATER
The 191st Army Band, “Band 

of the Wild West,”  will present a 
free concert on July 5 at 2 p.m. at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Free  tickets can 
be reserved at 925-373-6800 or 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org 
(space available).

ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIR
FIREWORKS, ETC.

The Alameda County contin-
ues thorugh July 19 (closed on 
Mondays) at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton.  

The 4th of July weekend offers 
a variety of opportunities. 

A fireworks spectacular will be 
presented on Fri., July 3 starting 
at 9:15 p.m. 

July 4th offers traditional fair 
fun with pig races, horse racing, 
picnicking, and more. The Bay 
Area Blues Society will be the 
featured entertainers.

For more information, to to 
www.AlamedaCountyFair.com, or 
call (925) 426-7600.

LIVERMORE VA HOSPITAL
ENTERTAINMENT

A "Thank You Veterans" per-
formance will be presented Sat., 
July 4 at the Veterans Hospital 
in Livermore. The presentation, 
Mamapalooza style, will take place 
from 1 to 3 p.m. 

There will be dancing by Nilam 
Patel, readings by Sandra Kay, 
author of "Eat, Write & Exercise," 
live music by Debra Knox and the 
Knoxabilly Band plus an open mic 
for local talent.

There is no admission charge. 
The public is invited to attend. 

Information is available at 
writeousmom.com or DebraKnox.
com.

 Sandra Kay writes, "Having 
survived multiple violent crimes 
in my youth and lived with post 
traumatic stress disorder for more 
than ten years, I have always felt 
a special connection with war 
veterans. It was a U.S. veteran on 
TV, who would, in describing his 
PTSD symptoms -describe MY 
symptoms. This documentary/info 
sent me on a quest to learn more; to 
purchase my first book on PTSD, 
which started me on the path of 
understanding and healing

"During recent visits to the vet-
erans hospital to visit my neighbor 
and friend, I was inspired to collab-
orate with fellow artist/performers 

and volunteer an afternoon of good 
times - singing, dancing, reading, 
laughing, fellowship - to say thank 
you to our hospitalized veterans, 
their friends/family and hospital 
staff, in a fun and creative way."

 SAN RAMON FESTIVITIES
The City of San Ramon’s Red, 

White & Blue Picnic & Fireworks 
is scheduled for Saturday, July 
4th in San Ramon's Central Park 
located at 12501 Alcosta Blvd 
from 5pm - 10pm. There will be 
a spectacular fireworks display 
synchronized to music at 9:30 p.m.  
For those of you not in Central 
Park, the accompanying music 
for the fireworks can be heard on 
KKIQ radio, 101.7.

Please note that there will not 
be any food booths or live enter-
tainment on-site this year.  Plan to 
bring your food and non-alcoholic 
beverages with you.  Please be kind 
to your pets and leave them secure 
at home. 

The charge for parking in lots 
surrounding Central Park will be 
$10 per car. Handicapped parking 
will be located in the Community 
Center lot off of Alcosta Blvd. 
Residents are encouraged to go 
green and carpool and walk to the 
park to help the environment.   

Please note that there will be 
road closures on Camino Ramon 
from approximately 7:00 pm 
– 10:00 pm and expect traffic 
delays following the firework dis-
play. The Iron Horse Trail will be 
closed from 9 p.m. to 11 p.m. near 
the Marketplace Shopping Center 
due to its proximity to the launch 
of the fireworks.

For more information, call the 

City of San Ramon Parks and 
Community Services Department 
at (925) 973-3200 or visit our web-
site at www.sanramon.ca.gov.

4th of JULY . . .
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Kenneth Murphy has pub-
lished hi new book “When Men 
Must Live," which chronicles 
his father's three-and-a-half year 
ordeal as a prisoner of war of the 
Japanese during World War II. 

Murphy and his father, James 
T. Murphy, 88, were in San An-
tonio, Texas last weekend for the 
final annual convention of the 
American Defenders of Bataan 
and Corregidor, honoring partici-
pants of those historic battles in 
the Philippines during the early 
days of World War II. Murphy 
endured more than three and a half 
years in captivity in the Philip-
pines and Japan.

Initial copies of the new book, 
co-authored by father and son, 
were released on the sixty-seventh 
anniversary year of the historic 
surrender of more than 75,000 
American and Filipino troops on 
the Bataan Peninsula in the Philip-
pines on April 9, 1942.

The elder Murphy, 88, was a 
twenty-one year old radio opera-
tor in the U.S. Army Air Corps 
in 1942. He is one of the few re-
maining survivors of the infamous 
Bataan Death March. After the 
surrender, Japanese commanders 
forced thousands of already starv-
ing and sick POWs to march for 
more than a week under a scorch-
ing tropical sun without food 
or water, covering a distance of 
more than sixty miles to the first 
of several makeshift POW camps. 
Thousands of Americans and 
Filipinos died from exhaustion, 
abuse and murder along the route. 
Thousands more who made it all 
the way to Camp O’Donnell at the 
end of the march would later be 
among those dying from disease, 
neglect and starvation at a rate of 
fifty each day at O’Donnell.

“We made a promise to each 
other during our darkest days as 
POWs that if any of us should be 
fortunate enough to survive and 
return home, we would tell the 
story of what happened”, said 
James Murphy. “The book honors 
all those who were lost and those 
who made it back.”

According to co-author Ken-
neth Murphy, there are additional 
reasons for this story being writ-
ten now. 

“This is not a run-of-the-mill 
war story, but is instead a dra-
matic and intimate personal story 
of what my father endured and 
the transformation that he went 

through as a human being. It is 
one of the rare personal accounts 
now in print that follows one man’s 
journey throughout the entirety of 
World War II as a POW. My father 
is also one of the unique few who 
survived not only the Death March, 
but three-and-a-half more years of 
systematic starvation, torture and 
abuse at places like Camp Caba-
natuan, on the so-called Hell Ships 
that transported POWs to Japan in 
1944, and as a slave laborer—in 
my father’s case working in a cop-
per mine—until he was liberated a 
full month after the war officially 
ended in 1945.”

It is estimated that there are 
fewer than a couple of hundred 
remaining survivors of the Bataan 
Death March. To James Murphy, 
his survival remains both a mys-
tery and a testament of his faith 
and will to return home.

“I was told by my captors in 
Japan that there were official or-
ders directing that all POWs be 
summarily massacred at the mo-
ment Allied Forces landed on the 
Japanese homeland. I was shown 
actual copies of those orders at 

one point,” Murphy recalled. 
“Throughout the war, there had 
been so many inhumane acts of 
brutality and murder that I knew 
they were capable of carrying out 
their promise to do away with all 
of us.”

“It has been a rare privilege 
to be able to write this story with 
my father. It’s almost like I’ve 
been able to step back in time 
and relive his long and traumatic 
ordeal right along side him. There 
were so many challenges, myster-
ies and miracles that happened to 
him along the way that allowed us 
to draw out some very powerful 
themes and life lessons for our 
readers,” according to the younger 
Murphy. 

“When Men Must Live” cap-
tures many of the day-to-day 
conflicts these heroes encountered, 
contrasting good versus evil, 
hope and despair, and life and 
death through many provocative, 
inspirational, and often surprising 
anecdotes. 

“All this comes from the per-
spective of someone who defied 
all the odds stacked against him, 
even as American military leaders 
and politicians—as well as the 
Japanese POW camp command-
ers— predicted or plotted his de-
mise,” Murphy’s son added.

James Murphy currently resides 
in Santa Maria, California, with his 
wife Nancy, after serving a twenty-
two year career in the Air Force 
before retiring as a Captain in the 
early 1960s, then spent the next 
twenty-three years working for 
an aerospace and missile defense 
contractor at Vandenberg Air Force 
Base. His son Kenneth is cur-
rently an author and management 
consultant residing in Livermore, 
California.

“When Men Must Live” (281 
pages) is available immediately in 
a Limited Release – First Edition 
(paperback and hardback) directly 
from the publisher, 1West Publica-
tions, and can be ordered via email 
at whenmenmustlive@ymail.com 
or by calling 925-858-0964. The 
book will be distributed through 
bookstores, on-line retailers, mu-
seums and other specialty retail 
stores and outlets beginning this 
summer

Book Chronicles Prisoner of War 
Experience

Kenneth Murphy

James Murphy
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By Patricia Koning
When Goran Berg, owner 

of the Sycamore Strings Music 
Academy, heard that Swedish 
conductor Ragnar Bohlin had 
been selected to lead the San Fran-
cisco Symphony Chorus, he knew 
that he’d heard the name before. 
Then Goran became acquainted 
with Ragnar and his wife Tamara 
through the Church of Sweden in 
San Francisco, as well as through 
Berkeley’s Crowden Music Cen-
ter, where Goran teaches and 
Ragnar and Tamara’s two children 
attend school. 

“I realized I had known some 
of Goran’s relatives back in Swe-
den,” explained Goran, who 
moved to the United States from 
Sweden 21 years ago. 

The meeting was about more 
than just two Swedish natives 
coming together. Turns out Goran 
needed an advanced cello teacher 
and Tamara is a professional cel-
list who was ready to begin work-
ing in the United States. 

Tamara, who was born in 
Russia, played piano and cello as 
a child and attended the Rimsky-
Korsakov Conservatory in St. Pe-
tersburg. She played with the St. 
Petersburg Camerata under con-
ductor Saulius Sondeckis and the 
Quartet of Soloists of Camerata 
St. Petersburg. With both groups 
she recorded critically acclaimed 
CDs that are available on Sony 
Classical. She met Ragnar at an 
international conducting course 
in Sweden. 

Swed-
ish cellist 
Tamara 
Bohlin 

Teaches at 
Sycamore 

Strings Mu-
sic Acad-

emy

“My life has been a bit like a 
fairy tale,” said Tamara. 

In 2006, Ragnar was hired as 
conductor of the San Francisco 
Symphony Chorus. The couple, 
who have two young sons, lived 
apart until last summer, when 
Tamara and the boys joined Rag-
nar in Berkeley. She is on leave 
from Stockholm’s Royal Opera 
Orchestra, one of the oldest opera 
companies in the world. 

Tamara had to wait until April, 
when her work visa was processed, 
to begin working in the United 
States. The time off, she says, 
was good as moving to the United 
States was quite an adjustment for 
her sons, who are 9 and 11 years 
old.

“Even though they speak Eng-
lish, attending an English-speaking 
school was quite different and 
challenging at first,” she explained. 
“With two professional musicians 
as parents, the boys are used to us 
being gone many evenings. So it 
was quite a change for me to be 
home so much.”

She filled much of her time 
volunteering at Crowden. Al-
though both of her sons study 
music—piano for the oldest and 
cello for the youngest—she does 
not teach them. “I encourage them 
to practice. We play together, but 
I don’t believe a mother should 
be her child’s music teacher,” she 
explains. 

Currently Tamara is teaching 
a few lessons each week at Syca-
more Strings in Livermore. Goran 
hopes to attract enough students 
to have a full day’s work for her 
each week. “It’s really a unique 
opportunity to have access to a 
teacher of Tamara’s skill level and 
experience,” he says. 

Gretchen Hayes’ daughter Aria 
Dang has begun lessons with Ta-
mara. Aria has played cello since 
the age of 3. She began taking 
private lessons two years ago. “I’m 
happy to have found a teacher of 
this caliber for Aria,” Gretchen 
stated. 

Aria, who will enter Livermore 
High School as a freshman this fall, 
was a recipient of a Rotary Music 
Scholarship and won awards from 
the music department at Chris-
tensen Middle School. 

Tamara says she enjoys teaching 
because she likes seeing students 
develop. “Often you have a student 
in front of you with great talent but 
a few difficulties to overcome. It 
is very exciting to help them work 
through those difficulties and real-
ize their potential,” she says. 

For more information on Syca-
more Strings Music Academy 
and Tamara Bohlin, visit www.
sycamorestringsacademy.com or 
call 925-606-5818. 

Ragnar Bohlin 
(left) goes 
over a detail 
of the music 
with a student. 
In the lower 
photo, she is 
shown with a 
student.
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The Art of Linda Jeffery Sailors 
will be featured at the Wente 
Vineyard Estates Winery, 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore 
from July 1 through July 29.  
The public is invited to the 
artist’s reception on Sunday, 
July 5 from 1 pm to 3 pm.   
Sailors will be showing many 
of her award winning pieces in  
watercolor, acrylic and pastel.  
She will exhibit scenes from 
her travels, landscapes, and 
also, her unique abstracts.  
For more details, go to  www.
lindajefferysailors.com.
The photo is of "Cascading 
Color."

Internationally known jazz 
guitarist Mimi Fox is joined by 
bassist Cindy Browne Rosefield on 
Sunday, July 5 at 2pm to kick off 
Jazz in July, a month-long series of 
free jazz events at the Livermore 
Public Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue in Livermore.

Fox has been named a winner 
in 6 consecutive Downbeat Maga-
zine international critic polls and is 
one of the most widely acclaimed 
jazz guitarists on today’s scene.  
She has performed/recorded with 
Branford Marsalis, Diana Krall, 
Charlie Byrd, Stanley Jordan and 

Acoustic musicians, “Houston Jones,”(top photo)  will perform at the Pleasanton Library on Sun., July 12 from 2 to 3 p.m.  Houston 
Jones is a California based high octane Americana band.  Formed in 2001, the band performs a strong original repertoire that ranges 
from bluegrass and folk to blues and gospel.   Houston Jones features Glenn Houston (lead guitar), Peter Tucker (drums and percussion), 
Travis Jones (lead vocals and acoustic guitar, and Chris Kee (standup bass and guitar). The group was voted “best new discovery” and 
“best vocalist,"  Strawberry Music Festival. The program is free and open to all. No registration is required. The Friends of the Pleasanton 
Library are sponsoring the program. For more information, call Janice Bauman, 931-3411.

many more jazz greats.  She has 
released 8 albums and her 2006 
double CD Perpetually Hip was 
hailed as a “masterwork” by scores 
of jazz publications.

Shemaintains a whirlwind 
touring schedule playing major 
international as well as national 
festivals and venues, as well as 
writing and performing original 
scores for orchestras, documentary 
films and dance projects.  She 
conducts clinics worldwide, heads 
the guitar department at the Jazz 
School in Berkeley, and is adjunct 
professor of  jazz studies at New 

Jazz at Livermore Library on July 5
York University.

Cindy Browne Rosefield is a 
noted jazz clinician and music 
instructor with more than 30 years 
experience as a touring and record-
ing musician playing everything 
from jazz to classical to folk.  
Cindy is presently Director of In-
strumental Music and Performing 
Arts Coordinator, at Las Positas 
College.

The Friends of the Livermore 
Library have underwritten this 
program.  For additional events, 
check the library’s website at 
www.livermore.lib.ca.us.

                                                 Mimi Fox
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By Patricia Koning
Mumbai, India, home of the Bollywood movie industry, is roughly 

9,000 miles from Livermore. That ’t stop Bollywood Hollywood 
Productions from choosing Las Positas College (LPC) as a location 
for its newest production, “My Name is Khan.”

“While the world is outsourcing to India, I am insourcing Bol-
lywood to the United States,” says Prashant Shah, founder and CEO 
of Hollywood Bollywood Productions, which is co-producing the 
film with India-based Dharma Productions. 

Several university scenes were filmed on the grounds and lecture 
halls of LPC. Shah explains that the production needed a university-
setting with a modern look.  LPC fit the bill. Parts of “Khan” were 
also shot in Los Angeles and San Francisco, including a scene at the 
Children’s Discovery Museum of San Francisco. 

Shah describes “My Name is Khan” as a family drama. The film, 
which is based on true events, tells the story of a Muslim child with 
Asperger’s syndrome who grows up and finds love against a backdrop 
of attitudes about Muslims in the post 9/11 world.

The film stars two popular Bollywood actors, Shahrukh Khan and 
Kajol. Tanay Chheda, who American audiences will recognize as 
the young Jamal in “Slumdog Millionaire,” plays the title character 
as a child.

Jeannie Haigh, the assistant director of the Livermore Chamber 
of Commerce’s Livermore Valley Film Commission, says she and 
LPC representatives worked with the production group over the last 
few months to bring it to Livermore. The Livermore Valley Film 
Commission was established about three years ago with the goal of 
bringing film projects to Livermore, Dublin, and Pleasanton. 

“There is a lot of interest in the Tri-Valley because of the diversity 
of locations here,” explains Haigh. “We’ve been averaging a couple 
of shoots each month, mostly commercials. Each week I probably 
receive three to four requests for information.”

Some of the more popular locations are LPC, local ranches, the 
windmills, and the Pleasanton and Livermore downtowns. Recent 
commercials for Sutter Health were filmed at Ravenswood. A Toyota 
commercial featuring Steve Young fishing was filmed at Lake Del 
Valle. “My Name is Khan” is the biggest production to date.

Bringing the film industry into the Tri-Valley has a direct economic 
impact on the area as well as what Haigh describes as “intangible 
notoriety.” As an example, she points to the impact of the film “Side-
ways” on Santa Barbara County.

“The production companies pay location fees and purchase and 
hire locally,” she says. “Plus there is a general excitement—it’s re-
ally a diversion from every day life.” About 100 extras participated 
in the Friday-night shoot. 

To drum up business, Haigh says the commission does direct 
marketing to production studios. About two years ago, members of 
the Livermore Valley Film Commission along with Livermore Mayor 
Marshall Kamena and Alameda County Supervisor Scott Haggerty 
made a trip to Southern California to talk directly to studios. 

“Having government officials with us really lent us a lot of cache,” 
says Haigh. “If you have government support, you can cut through 
red tape more easily and production studios appreciate that.”

For more information, visit www.bollywoodhollywood.com and 
www3.dharma-production.com. Worldwide release for “My Name 
is Khan” is expected in February 2010. 

Shahrukh Kahn and Kajol star in the film.

Bollywood Comes to Livermore with “My Name 
is Khan” Shoot at Las Positas College

“While the world is out-
sourcing to India, I am in-
sourcing Bollywood to the 

United States.” 
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The Rose Hotel will begin 
the fifth year of its Operation 
Hometown Welcome program 
on July 4.  The program was 
launched on Independence 
Day 2005 to welcome Tri-Val-
ley servicemen and women 
as they return home from 
service in Iraq or Afghanistan.  
Last year, the program was 
expanded to include service 
personnel returning from any 
overseas, unaccompanied 
(without families) tour of 
duty.  They qualify by simply 
submitting a copy of their or-
ders to The Rose Hotel front 
desk staff.

Operation Hometown Wel-
come includes a night’s stay at 
The Rose Hotel, and a conti-
nental breakfast. In addition, 
each participant receives an 
official NFL football auto-
graphed by John Madden, an 
Operation Hometown Wel-
come T-shirt from Goza Gear, 
and a gift certificate toward 
luxury treatment at MD Spa 
on Main Street.

“To date, we have hosted 
about 100 servicemen and 
women through Operation 
Hometown Welcome,” says 
General Manager Phylis 
Grisham.  “It doesn’t matter 
where overseas they have 
served our country, we are 
always happy to welcome 
them back home to the Tri-
Valley.  Our program is just 
a small gesture to show them 
how much we appreciate them 
and the sacrifices they make 
while serving our country and 
keeping us safe.”

Operation Hometown Wel-
come is one of The Rose 
Hotel’s three programs that 
support the United States mili-
tary.  The Greatest Generation 
is a special event honoring 
World War II veterans and 
is held in conjunction with 
Pleasanton’s Veterans Day 
Parade in November.  Opera-
tion DVD is the ongoing col-
lection of new and used DVDs 
that are shipped to service 
personnel on active duty and 
in military hospitals as well as 
to their families.

More information about 
all three programs is available 
by calling The Rose Hotel at 
(925) 846-8802.

Operation 
Hometown 
Welcome 
Continues

Local agriculture products will be on displayed at the Alameda 
County Fair in Pleasanton. Among them will be olive oil produced on 
the Genesis Ranch in Livermore.

The Genesis Ranch orchard is owned by the Miille family. It was 
established in February 1995 with the planting of 20 acres of Manzanillo 
olive trees.  The orchard and family home are located in the southeast 
corner of Livermore Valley on Cross Road.  Today, the orchard is pro-
ducing a limited bottling of premium 100% extra virgin gourmet olive 
oil. It is bottled under the label, "Kalosini."

The olives are hand picked in November and immediately cold 
pressed.  The oil is then filtered for clarity.  Genesis Ranch Olive Oil is 
sold privately and through local wineries.

The olive oil and local wines will be in the agriculture building at the 
fair, which runs through July 19 at the fairgrounds in Pleasanton..

Stewart Howe, Civil War re-
enactor and former president of 
the National Civil War Association, 
will deliver a presentation on “The 
California Volunteers of the Civil 
War” at 7:30 p.m., July 8, at the 
Milk Barn of Alviso Adobe Com-
munity Park.  The park is located 
at 3465 Foothill Road, Pleasanton.  
Space is limited, and reservations 
are strongly encouraged.  Call the 
museum at 925-462-2766.

"The Life of Trees" a series of work by artists Claudette McDermott, 
Tricia Leonard, Sally Haig, Judi Caplan, John West, Karen Fleschler, 
Antonia Wennink, Gary Winter, Dee Haag and more will be shown 
during July at the Berry Patch in Downtown Pleasanton at their new 
location at the corner of Main and Angela Streets. 

 August will bring in the theme of "Market Day" where these artists 
will give their creative expressions in Oil, Acrylic, Watercolor, Mixed 
Media and Photography. Their styles range from Surrealism, Realism, 
Abstract, Impressionism, Expressionism and more. Check back often 
as we will be rotating our work and replacing those pieces that find a 
new place to hang in Homes and Offices in the Bay Area. 

For more information email poetryoncanvas@mac.com or call 925 
461-5084.

Howe’s lecture is presented by 
Pleasanton’s Museum on Main 
Street, in conjunction with its 
exhibit “The Civil War:  The Cali-
fornia Connection.”  

Over 16,000 California resi-
dents volunteered for the Union 
armies during the American Civil 
War, forming more than ten regi-
ments of California Volunteers.  
Most of these men served on the 
Western frontier, protecting postal 

routes, fighting hostile Native 
Americans, and keeping the Union 
flag flying over the territories.

Howe has been involved in 
Civil War re-enacting since the 
late 1980s and was president of 
the National Civil War Associa-
tion from 2006 through 2008.  He 
has done extensive research on the 
California Volunteer regiments and 
California’s role in the Civil War.

Alviso Adobe Community 

Park is open daily from sunup to 
sundown; the park buildings are 
open Wednesday through Sunday, 
10-4.  Pleasanton’s Museum on 
Main, located at 603 Main Street, 
is open to the public Wednesday 
through Saturday 11-4 and Sunday 
1-4.  The exhibit “The Civil War:  
The California Connection” will 
be open to visitors through Sunday, 
July 19, 2009.

 
 

Civil War Program Planned at Alviso Adobe

Exhibit Opens at Berry Patch

Ag Products On Display at 
County Fair

Team KC teamed up with the American Red for a blood drive.  It  was 
hosted by Marcel Orthodontics. (Team KC was formed to support Korrine 
Croghan, a young Livermore resident who recently lost her battle to 
cancer.) This blood drive was no ordinary blood drive. Food, drinks, 
snacks and Jamba Juice smoothies were served. Children came with 
their families and enjoyed being a part of the experience of helping save 
a life and being a part of the community. Marcel Orthodontics even came 
up with the blood drop costume worn by volunteers to wave at people 
and encourage people to stop by and donate. On Friday June 19, over 
90 people donated blood. The total was over 70\ pints.  The blood bank 
was low on blood and in desperate need especially with the upcoming 
4th of July weekend when more blood is always needed. Just think, 
people have passed away because there was no blood available for them.  
Pictured left to right are Molly Morrisroe, Emily Wilson (Blood Drop) Janet 
Niermeyer and Leah Ball

 



mixture of juggling, slapstick, and visual 
and verbal puns for maximum madness 
and romance. Admission is free. For 
more information, call the Department 
of Parks & Community Services at (925) 
931-5340. 

Pink Vines N' Wines Benefit Concert, 
Sun., July 19, Red Feather Winery, 5700 
Greenville Rd., Livermore. Noon to 6 
p.m. Wine tasting, food sampling, live 
music with 3 bands, silent auction, raffle 
and door prize. Benefiting The Army of 
Women for Breast Cancer research to 
eradicate Breast Cancer once and for all. 
$25.00, $10/12 and under. Tickets can be 
purchased at (925) 846-2648, 925-449-
1871 or www.redfeatherwinery.com.

Taste of Terroir, wine and food pairing 
experience, July 23, Palm Event Cen-
ter at Ruby Hill, 1184 Vineyard Ave., 
Pleasanton. 6 to 9 p.m. Funds raised at 
this event benefit the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association. Tickets are 
$75 per person, available on-line at 
www.LVwine.org. For information, call 
925.447.WINE (9463) or go to www.
LVwine.org.

Peter Pan, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
(formerly Pleasanton Playhouse), 
Mainstage Musical, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. July 17, 18, 
19, 24, 25, 26, 31; Aug. 1, 2. Fri. and 
Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. Tickets at 925-
373-6800 or go to www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org.

Viticulture and Winemaking Seminar, July 
18 and 19 at Thomas Coyne Winery, 51 E. 
Vallecitos Rd., Livermore, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. For information, call 373-6541.

Dublin Concert Series, July 24, Tom Ri-
gney & Flambeau, Cajun and Zydeco. 
Free. Dublin Civic Center in the Fountain 
Plaza. 7 to 9 p.m. 556-4500 or www.
ci.dublin.ca.us.

6th annual Wood Family Vineyards release 
party, Sat., July 25 and Sun., July 26: 
Releasing '08 Chardonnay, '07 Grenache, 
'07 Cabernet Franc, '07 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, McGrail Vineyards, '07 Zinfandel, 
Hansen Ranch and  '07 Petite Sirah!  
Each wine will be paired with gourmet 
cheeses. Live music:  Patty & Abigail on 
Saturday and The Mundaze on Sunday.   
www.woodfamilyvineyards.com 

Metamorphoses,  by Mary Zimmerma. A 
new adaptation of the Greek Mythology 
of Ovid. These magical tales of love and 
lust, couragen and the creation of the 
world order. Las Positas College sum-
mer production, building 800. July 25 
and 26, Aug. 1, 2, 8 and 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
Information, 424-1166. 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore.

Dublin Concert Series, July 31, Fred 
McCarty, bluegrass and country music. 
Free. Dublin Civic Center in the Fountain 
Plaza. 7 to 9 p.m. 556-4500 or www.
ci.dublin.ca.us.
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Volunteers needed, The Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival is looking for 
volunteers to help in their productions 
of Midsummer Night’s Dream and The 
Seagull beginning July 9th. Volunteers 
of all ages, levels of interest and skill are 
welcome. Positions are open in several 
departments; ushers and concessioneers 
are especially needed. For more informa-
tion, check out the “Support SA” tab on 
the website, www.livermoreshakes.org, 
send an email to the following volun-
teers@livermoreshakes.org, or call at 
(925) 443-2273.

Singers sought, Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival seeks Pre-show Festival Sing-
ers for outdoor festival at Concannon 
Vineyard, July 9th - August 9th. Sing-
ers do not have to be available for all 
performances. Contact choral director 
Marti Muldoon for audition information: 
martiemtm@yahoo.com or call 925-443-
BARD (2273). Festival information at 
LivermoreShakes.org

Acoustic guitar player Chris LeBell per-
forms Fri., July 3, 5 to 7 p.m. at Retzlaff 
at Blacksmith Square, 25 So. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore. $5 cover charge.

Alameda County Fair entertainment: There 
are two shows each day, 6 p.m. and 8 
p.m. Admission is included in admis-
sion to the fairgrounds in Pleasanton. 
Schedule: July 2, Mandisa; Fri., July 
3 the Night Ranger; July 4, Bay Area 
Blues Society; July 5, Carmen Jara; July 
7, Skynnyn Lynnyrd; Wed., July 8, the 
Gregg Rolie Band; July 9, Salvador; 
July 10, Bowling for Soup; July 11, En 
Vogue; Bucky Covington performs Sun., 
July 12; BJ Thomas on Wed., July 15; 
Evolution - Tribute to Journey, July 14; 
Ozomatli will be on stage Thurs., July 
16; Solange Knowles, July 17, Con 
Funk Shun, July 18; and Aaron Tippon, 
July 19. The fair runs July 1 to 19 at the 
fairgrounds in Pleasanton. The fair is 
closed on Mondays.

Acting Camp,  Along with this summer’s 
Livermore Shakespeare Festival, 
Shakespeare’s Associates is offering a 
10-day Acting Camp for high school 
students to help teach and get kids 
excited about Shakespeare. The course 
emphasizes acting and performance, 
using improvisation, theatre games and 
stage combat techniques to broaden the 
student’s views on Shakespeare while 
having fun at the same time. The class 
is taught by Russ Marcel, a graduate of 
London Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Arts and faculty at Bellarmine College 
Preparatory in San Jose.  The program 
will run Monday through Friday from 
July 6 to 17, and students also receive one 
free ticket to the Festival’s production of 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. For more in-
formation, go to www.livermoreshakes.
org. For further questions or to request 
a registration form, email education@
Livermoreshakes.org

Auditions, Cantabella Children’s Choruses 
now accepting new singers for the CCC 
Training Chorus’ and the two Perform-
ing Chorus. Cantabella teaches children 
the wonderful art of singing through 
educational programs using the effec-
tive Kodaly Approach. Children learn 
confidence and team work while working 
together onstage in two annual concerts  
The Performing Chorus’ are auditioning 
singers for the Children’s Chorus, open to 
5th through 8th grades, and the Chamber 
Choir open to 7th through 10th grades. 
They have the wonderful privilege of 
participating in festivals, international 
competitions and workshops where 

they meet other children’s choirs and 
learn from renowned directors. Please 
visit our website at cantabella.org for 
more information and registration forms 
and call (925) 292-2663 to schedule an 
audition.

Saturday Night Dance, all summer, open 
to the public, free half-hour salsa lesson 
before the dance party. Lessons begin 
at 7 p.m.; open dance, 7:30 to 10 p.m. 
$12 cover. It's All About Dancing, 171 
So. J St. Foresters Hall, Downtown 
Livermore, 925-449-9292.

Tuesday Tunes, Livermore Downtown Inc. 
free, live music to the Flagpole Plaza 
each and every Tuesday through October 
13th. Concerts begin at 5 p.m. Bands 
to perform on the following schedule: 
July 7, Next Level; July 14, Of Shape 
and Sound; July 21, Joe Grape and His 
Bunch; July 28, Silent Partner; Aug. 4, 
Aerodynes; Aug. 11, Luna Fish; Aug. 
18, Sound Check; Aug. 25, Moreality; 
Sept. 1, Hummingbirdz; Sept. 8, Bryan 
Harrison Band; Sept. 15, Fender Cronin; 
Sept. 22, Damn Neighbors Blues Band; 
Sept. 29, Groovy Judy; Oct. 6, U Get 
What U Pay 4. For more information, 
go to www.livermoredowntown.com 
or call 925.373.1795.

Concerts in the Park, Pleasanton Down-
town Association, The concerts are at 
Lions Wayside Park, corner of First 
and Neal Streets. Concerts are 7 to 
8:30 p.m.  Burton and Company, July 
3. Rock Explosion, July 10. Komodo-
jazz, July 17. La Ventana, July 24. The 
Houserockers, July 31. The Cocktail 
Monkeys, August 7. Finding Stella, 
August 14. Magic Moments, August 21. 
D-Lucca, August 28. Public Eye, Sept. 
4. For more information, visit www.
pleasantondowntown.net. 

Wente Vineyards 2009 concert series:  July 
16, Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons; 
July 23, Kathy Griffin; July 29, Steve 
Miller Band; August 3, Gretchen Wilson; 
August 13, Diana Krall; August 19, 
Elvis Costello; and August 31, Sheryl 
Crow. Wente Vineyards Box Office at 
(925) 456-2424, or on-line at www.
ticketmaster.com. Tickets range in price 
from $79 to $309 per person, depend-
ing on the show and the dining option 
selected. Wente Vineyards is located at 
5050 Arroyo Road, Livermore. Concert 
gates open at 6:00 p.m., and all shows 
start at 8:15 p.m. 

Livermore Art Association US Bank Show, 
June 3 to July 7, 2125 Second St., Liver-
more. Judged show. Public may view the 
show during regular banking hours.

Wente Vineyards Summer Cinema Series:  
Monday, July 13: Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone; and, Monday, August 
10: Mama Mia! (Sing-along). Movies 
complimentary. Three dining options 
prior available (fee).  Venue seating 
opens at 6:30 p.m.. Each feature will 
commence at twilight on The Terrace 
Lawn. Reservations for The Restaurant 
can be made on-line at http://www.
wentevineyards.com/restaurant/ or by 
calling (925) 456-2450.

4th of July Celebration, Livermore, Rob-
ertson Park. Includes entertainment, 
carnival, family games, hat parade, 
fireworks. Gates open at 3 p.m. 373-
5700. $3 walk-in, $15 per car. 

4th of July Celebration, Pleasanton, noon 
to 2 p.m. Wayside Park, corner First 
and Neal Streets. Includes music by 
Pleasanton Community Concert Band. 
Free. Information: 925-846-5897 or 
www.pleasantonband.org.

The 191st Army Band, “Band of the Wild 

West,” concert July 5, 2 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
Reserve free tickets. Tickets available 
at 925-373-6800, www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org.

Livermore Shakespeare Festival, July 9 
through August 9 at Concannon Vine-
yard, Livermore, featuring "A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream" and Chekhov’s "The 
Seagull" in repertory. For tickets and 
information visitwww.ShakespearesAs-
sociates.org or call (925) 443-BARD.

Dublin Concert Series, July 10, The Groove 
Kings. Free. Dublin Civic Center in the 
Fountain Plaza. 7 to 9 p.m. 556-4500 or 
www.ci.dublin.ca.us.

Art Under the Oaks, July 11 and 12, Alden 
Lane Nursery, Livermore. 

Carnival of the Animals, Valley Dance 
Theatre,  Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
Street, Livermore, on Saturday, July 11, 
at 2:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Both performances 
will be accompanied by the Livermore-
Amador Symphony Youth Orchestra. 
More than 40 dancing lions, elephants, 
swans and roosters, as well as a graceful 
jellyfish that glows in the dark. Dancers 
perform classical ballet and contempo-
rary dance to selections from Vivaldi's 
Winter, Carmen Suite and Don Quixote 
and from well-known musical theater, 
"One" from A Chorus Line and Shoeless 
Joe Jackson.  Tickets are Adults: $18; 
Students (17 and under): $8. Purchase 
online at  www.livermoreperformin-
garts.org, by phone at 925-373-6800, 
or in person at the theater box office, 
Tuesday–Saturday, 12 noon - 6:00 p.m. 
All seats are reserved. 

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre Broadway 
Chorus, summer concert July 11, 12 at 
8 p.m. and July 13 at 2 p.m. Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. 
Tickets at 462-2121. www.pleasanton-
playhouse.com.

Gong Show Night, The California Inde-
pendent Film Festival will hold its first 
ever Gong Show Night on July 15th, at 
7 PM at the Vine Cinema. Come and join 
the fun and festivities of the evening as 
audience will decide the fate of several 
movies. The mantra will be "if you don't 
like the movie, gong it." Admission Price 
is $8. Tickets can be purchased at the Vine 
Cinema in downtown Livermore.

Dublin Concert Series, July 17, Threshold, 
classic rock and blues. Free. Dublin Civic 
Center in the Fountain Plaza. 7 to 9 p.m. 
556-4500 or www.ci.dublin.ca.us.

The Great Catsby Casino Night, fund-
raiser for Valley Humane Society. Sat., 
July 18, 6 p.m. Pleasanton. Features the 
Tri-Valley Texas Hold 'Em Tournament 
(optional $74 buy-in). Dinner, dancing 
and gambling under the stars. Roaring 
twenties cocktail attire. $75 per person. 
Tickets at 3660 Nevada St., Pleasanton, 
or on-line at www.valleyhumane.org.

The Comedy of Errors, City of Pleasan-
ton Civic Arts will host San Francisco 
Shakespeare Festival’s Free Shakespeare 
in the Park production for three weekends 
beginning Saturday, July 18, at 7:30 p.m. 
Performances will take place Saturday 
and Sunday evenings through August 
2, 2009, at Amador Valley Community 
Park, 4301 Black Avenue, corner of 
Black Avenue and Santa Rita Road, 
in Pleasanton. The Comedy of Errors 
is a farcical story of mistaken identity 
as Antipholus and his servant, Dromio, 
search for their long-lost twin brothers. 
A chain of mishaps ensues as the twins 
are mistaken for each other, resulting in 
a chaotic climax. The production will 
be a colorful carnival, a circus-inspired 

Artist Barbara Stanton will 
teach a miniature oil painting 
workshop on Sat., Aug. 19 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore.  The fee 
is $65 per student. To sign up, 
call 373-9638. Stanton is well 
known locally and nationally, for 
her miniature oil paintings. The 
workshop subject will be a still 
life of three pumpkins. The class 
is geared for beginners who 
have never painted before but 
students with full size painting 
experience would have fun 
painting minis too. Students will 
learn the secrets of color mixing, 
composition and values, all in a 
tiny canvass of 1 1/2” x 2". 
website: www.barbarastanton.
com
  

T h e  A r t s  F o r u m  o f  t h e 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  C l u b  o f 
California  will present works 
by photographer Bill Owens. 
They will be displayed July 10 to 
September 10. A reception will be 
held Mon., July 20 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.  Owens will talk about 
his 50 years in photography, with 
an emphasis on his classic photo 
book, Suburbia which he created 
while working a photographer 
for The Independent.  He will 
also sign his retrospective book, 
"Bill Owens." Admission is free 
to Club members; $15 to the 
public and $7 students. The Club 
is located at 595 Market Street 
(next to Montgomery BART 
Station).
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New camps start every two weeks for both the performing arts and 
Seussical musical academies. Open to actors ages 8-18.  For more 
information call Linda at 925-413-8161 or visit TriValleyYPA.org.  
Photo was taken during current class.

The New World Music Acad-
emy in Pleasanton is offering 
economic relief and bailout pack-
ages of its own to the community.  
In addition to donating funds to 
organizations such as the Pleas-
anton Cultural Arts Foundation 
in support of the Firehouse Arts 
Complex project, the International 
Foundation for Music Performance 
and Education based in Los Ange-
les, and regularly sponsoring food 
drives for the Alameda County 
Food Bank, the Pleasanton-based 
Music Academy is reaching out to 
families in the Tri-Valley in ways 
that will help everyone maintain 
their quality of life in these trou-
bling economic times.

“I will not be a business owner 
with his head buried in the sand 
pretending there aren’t families 
struggling to maintain their qual-
ity of life in this relatively af-
fluent community” says New 
World Music Academy owner and 
internationally renowned concert 
pianist Mark Anderson.  “At a 
time when lay-offs and real-estate 
foreclosures are the talk of din-
ner parties, it is irresponsible for 
business owners not to respond in 
whatever ways they can. Every one 
of us needs a bail-out program, not 
just multi-billion dollar corpora-
tions with thousands of employees. 
I see lowering our most valuable 
music lessons as a way to cooper-

What was California like be-
fore the first explorers landed?  
What impact did the newcomers’ 
arrival have? Find out in two 
Saturday morning classes offered 
through Pleasanton Parks and 
Community Services Department 
on July 11 and 25, from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. 

Community members can sign 
up for just one class or for both, 
at $20 per class.  The sessions 
will take place at Pleasanton’s 
new interpretive park, Alviso 
Adobe, on Old Foothill Road, a 
site that includes a grinding stone 
used by the original inhabitants 
of our valley to grind acorns. 
For registration information, call 
(925) 931-5359 or go online at 
http//online.activecommunities.

com/Pleasanton.  Signups can be 
done by Fax (925-484-50780 or 
stop by the Parks Department be-
hind City Hall at 200 Old Bernal.  
In all cases, registrants shoud ask 
for Code 46725 (..."The World 
Before....") or Code 46726 (...From 
Mission On Into The Future...).

The instructor for both classes 
is local resident Patricia Belding, 
who has been a California Indian 
Life docent at the Oakland Mu-
seum for seven years.  Her July 
classes will include PowerPoint 
presentations of illustrations and 
maps, as well as text, to bring to 
life the eras covered.  In addition, 
there will be a native commentator 
to speak on the matters of discus-
sion and answer questions at the 
end of each session.

“I think it is important for every 
Californian to know about what 
our region was like in the past, 
and the impact settlers have had 
on those who lived here before us,” 
Belding said. “We are fortunate 
to have two native commentators 
to bring their perspective to our 
discussions.  They will bring the 
story I narrate to life.”

The July 11 session will focus 
on the ways of the native people 
before Europeans came.  Ohlone 
Indian Alex Ramirez of Livermore 
will be the native commentator.  He 
will also be telling Ohlone Indian 
stories and legends. 

On July 25, the class will offer 
a look at the California Indians’ 
experiences with explorers, mis-

sionaries, Gold Rush settlers, and 
the state and federal governments 
on up to the present time. Jakki 
Kehl of Patterson will be the na-
tive commentator for that session.  
Kehl has been involved with 
reburials of Indian skeletons and 
native repossession of artifacts that 
were removed for museums.

Alviso Adobe Community Park  
is a beautiful site, shaded by oak 
trees hundreds of years old and 
providing a vista across the val-
ley.  Visitors can learn about the 
Indians who lived there, then the 
Spanish settlers for whom the park 
is named, and finally the dairy that 
operated at that location. The park 
was opened to the public last fall.

ate and work together in society. 
Our academy is reaching out to 
the community by temporarily 
eliminating registration fees and 
lowering tuition.”

In addition to lowering tuition, 
the academy is reaching out to the 
youth of the Tri-Valley with new 
programs in children’s chorus, 
guitar and string ensembles for all 
levels and computer-based music 
production for teens along with 
their current curriculum of music 
lessons for all ages and levels.

An institutional member of 
the Music Teacher’s National As-
sociation, the academy will also 
continue that organization’s Music 
Achievement Award Program, a 
semester-long program sponsored 
by MTNA.  The program is de-
signed to encourage and motivate 
students to continue their music 
studies.  The goals included such 
achievements as performing in 
public recital, attending a specific 
number of live, professional con-
certs and accomplishing a set list of 
standards set forth by the academy 
that are unique to every student’s 
level and abilities.

Both students and teachers will 
be performing free at an upcoming 
Summer Open House on Saturday 
August 15. The public is cordially 
invited.

For more information about the 
academy, call (925) 462-5400.

Classes at Alviso Adobe Offer Look Back in Time

Alex Ramirez 

New World Music Academy 
Offers Bailout Packages

The 12th Annual Pooch Parade 
will be held August 5 in conjunc-
tion with the First Wednesday 
Party sponsored by the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association.

A Senior Games Celebration 
will be held Sat., July 11 at the 
Dublin Senior Center.

Activities will take place from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. including  a 
dance social, BBQ lunch, root 
beer float, games, raffle and car 
show.

The BBQ lunch is $4. There is 
no admission charge to the event. 
However, registration should be 
completed by July 8. 

Drop-in visitors will be wel-
come as space allows.

Schedule of Events
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Free Car 

Show
9:00 am - 11:00 pm Free play 

of Ping pong, bocce, golf putting 
& Wii™ video games

11:30 - 12:15 pm $4.00 Hot 
dog BBQ lunch

1:00 - 4:30 pm Free Dance & 
ice cream social, photo booth, 
raffle, snacks

The Dublin Senior Center is at 
7600 Amador Valley Blvd., Dub-
lin. Information or registration at 

Proceeds from the Pooch Pa-
rade benefit the Tri-Valley Guide 
Dog Puppy Raisers.

There is an entry fee of $10 per 
category. Cagetories include most 

creative costume, cute enough-as 
is, best team outfit, puppy fun, 
senior pooch, and best trick.

There will be a free gift given to 
each of the first 175 entrants. Reg-
istration begins at 5 p.m. at Way-
side Park, corner of First Street 
and Neal Street, Pleasanton. The 
parade gets underway at 6 p.m.

For complete details and regis-
tration go to www.trivalleyguid-
edogs.org

556-4511 or  www.DublinSenior-
Center.com

 

Sign Up for Pooch Parade

Come and Play at Dub-
lin's Senior Games
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Debbie Look, a resident of 
Pleasanton, became Director of 
Legislation of the California State 
PTA on July 1. The association 
has nearly 1 million volunteer 
members and is headquartered in 
Sacramento.

Look was appointed to a two-
year term in the position. She has 
served as the Community Con-
cerns advocate for the California 
State PTA.

“I’m so excited about taking on 
this new challenge,” Look said. “I 
am passionate about public educa-
tion and believe that I make a real 
difference in the lives of children 
and youth with the work that I, 
and others, do in Sacramento, 
on behalf of the California State 
PTA.”

Look previously served as 
president of the Pleasanton PTA 
Council and was active with the 
PTAs at Harvest Park Middle 
School and Amador Valley High 
School. She also served as Legis-
lation chair for the Peralta District 
PTA, serving Alameda County. 
She has been involved in parent 
advocacy for more than 20 years, 
in California as well as in Canada 
where she served as president of 
a British Columbia-wide parental 
advocacy organization.

Professionally, she holds an 
MBA degree and currently serves 
as campaign director for the Pleas-
anton Cultural Arts Foundation, 
working on the Firehouse Arts 
Center Campaign. She also serves 
as the chair of the City of Pleasan-
ton’s Library Commission.

Look lives in Pleasanton with 

Bill Hammett, a sophomore at Livermore High School, participated 
in the California High School Rodeo Association state finals in 
Bishop, CA, June 14-20. He placed fifth in steer wrestling. He is 
now eligible for the 2009 Silver State International Rodeo in Fallon, 
NV on July 5-7. He is the son of Paula and Dave Hammett and the 
grandson of Myrna Rodrigues and the late John Rodrigues.

her husband, Chris. Her son, 
Andrew, attends the University 
of California, Los Angeles, and 
her daughter, Kristen, is a recent 
graduate of the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, and now lives in San 
Francisco.

Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(CA-11) welcomed students from 
the 11th Congressional District 
to Washington, D.C. last week to 
receive Congressional Gold Medal 
Awards.

Two of the gold medal re-
cipients, Kristen and Stephanie 
Glass are from Danville.  Sarah 
Williams, the third recipient, is 
from Pleasanton.  Each student 
dedicated many hours to volun-
teering, personal development and 
physical fitness in order to achieve 
their gold medals, the program’s 
highest commendation.   

“I’m thrilled to honor Kristen, 
Stephanie and Sarah for their Con-
gressional Gold Medal Awards,” 
said Rep. McNerney.  “They each 
dedicated many hours to volun-
teering in the community and 
striving for personal development 
and physical fitness.  I’m proud 
to recognize them for this special 
achievement.”

Kristen Glass completed over 
650 volunteer hours through “Make 
It or Break It”, a non-profit she co-
founded with her sister dedicated 
to educating children and teenag-
ers about the importance of bone 
health.  She also plays competitive 
tennis and sings. 

Stephanie Glass completed 
over 600 volunteer hours working 
for Children's Hospital Oakland 
Research Institute and educating 
young children about the impor-
tance of bone health through the 
"Make It or Break It" non-profit 
she co-founded with her sister.  She 
also plays competitive tennis and 
serves as a class representative at 
her high school.

Sarah Williams completed 
thousands of volunteer hours 
through her “Creative Kindness” 
blanket project that ultimately 
produced over 2,000 blankets for 
foster care children.  Sarah also 
plays volleyball and recently took 
2nd place at the Junior Art Division 
at the Alameda County Art Show.

The Congressional Award is the 
United States Congress' award for 
young Americans.  The program 
is open to all 14- to 23-year-olds, 
who work to earn Bronze, Silver 
and Gold Congressional Award 
Certificates and Bronze, Silver 
and Gold Congressional Award 

Medals.  Each level involves set-
ting goals in four program areas; 
Volunteer Public Service, Personal 
Development, Physical Fitness, 
and Expedition/Exploration.

Boston University awarded 
academic degrees to 5,863 students 
in May 2009. Among the graduates 
was Joanne A. Lundgren, who 
received a Doctor of Medicine 
in Medicine. She is a Livermore 
resident. 

Foothill High School 2009 
graduate Danielle Scott has been 
awarded one of  $11,000 four year 
Ronald C. Nahas Scholarships. 
She graduated from Foothill High 
School with a 4.26 gpa and an 
SAT of 2340. She participated in 
softball and Taekwon-Do. Danielle 
has a black belt, participated in the 
Junior Nationals Tournament, and 
is an active martial arts instructor. 
She volunteered at Open Heart 
Kitchen and the Special Olympics. 
She is a member of the California 
Scholarship Federation Club. 
Other activities, Danielle enjoys 
are camping, hiking and skiing. 
She has been accepted at Stanford 
University.

Deer Ridge, a Livermore Valley 
winery, was honored with three  
prestigious awards last week at the 
2009 Orange County Fair Com-
mercial Wine Competition. Deer 
Ridge received a Gold medal for 
its estate grown 2004 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, which went on to win 
the Best of Show for Red Varietals 
in the medium price range.  This 
winning wine was also selected 
for the 4-Star Gold Award, given to 
only 26 of the 3,089 wines entered. 
The Deer Ridge estate grown 2007 
Chardonnay, Private Reserve was 
awarded a bronze medal.

"We are proud of this recogni-
tion of the quality of grapes grown 
and wines crafted in the Livermore 

Wente Vineyards has been 
named “Best East Bay Winery” 
and The Course at Wente Vine-
yards “Best East Bay Golf Course” 
in Diablo Magazine’s annual July 
2009 “Best of” issue, on news-
stands this week.

“We are honored to be selected 
by Diablo Magazine’s readers 
and editors this year,” said Vice 
President of Hospitality and Fifth 
Generation Winegrower Christine 
Wente. “Our goal is to create the 
most enjoyable and memorable 
wine country destination experi-

Valley from our estate vineyards.  
Our vineyard was established in 
the year 2000 on the same site that 
Charles Wetmore used to produce 
gold medal wines for the 1889 
International Wine Competition in 
Paris—the original ‘Bottleshock’ 
wine competition," notes Carl 
Lyle, Winemaker and owner of 
Deer Ridge Vineyards. 

 The Orange County Fair Com-
mercial Wine Competition is co-
sponsored and supported by the 
Orange County Wine Society, a 
non-profit educational corporation 
that promotes the knowledge and 
understanding of winemaking, 
viticulture and appreciation of 
wine. A total of 3,089 wines were 

entered and judged in this year's 
competition.

Deer Ridge Vineyard's award-
winning wines are available at 
the winery's tasting room, 1828 
Wetmore Road in Livermore. The 
winery is open Friday through 
Sunday, 11 am to 5 pm. Deer Ridge 
will also be the Featured Winery of 
the Day at the Race Track at the 
Alameda County Fair on Sunday, 
July 12.  Their award winning 
wines may also be found at premier 
California wine shops. 

For more information, go to the 
winery's website at www.DeerRid-
geVineyards.com.

                                                  
                                                    

ence in Northern California, and 
being recognized by our guests is 
the greatest reward.”

Each spring, Diablo asks its 
readers to vote from several cat-
egories including the best bou-
tique, burger, and bookstore, etc. 
More than 10,000 readers log on 
each year to cast their ballots, and 
editors also contribute to the list. 
The issues will hit newsstands and 
mail this week, and the winners 
are also posted online at www.
diablomag.com.

Wente Vineyards is the coun-

try's oldest continuously operated 
family-owned winery, Wente Vine-
yards is led today by the fourth and 
fifth generations of the Wente fam-
ily. More than 125 years of com-
mitted stewardship to the land has 
led to the development of Wente 
Vineyards’ Farming for the Future, 
a system of sustainable viticultural 
practices designed to produce the 
best quality wines with the least 
environmental impact. 

For more information, visit 
www.wentevineyards.com.

Pleasanton 
Resident Director 

Of State PTA

Debbie Look

Congressional Gold 
Medal Awards

More News . . .

Deer Ridge Earns a Best of Show 

Wente Voted 'Best' in Two Categories
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Amy Cora Azevedo, daughter 
of Stephen and Kathleen Azevedo, 
married Kirk William Mulgrew, 
son of Jim and Gay Mulgrew on 
May 30, 2009.  The wedding and 
reception were held at Camp Ar-
royo in Livermore.  

Amy and Kirk met at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley 
in 2003 in the drum line of the 
University of California March-
ing Band.  Kirk graduated with a 
BA in Molecular and Cell Biol-
ogy with the class of 2003.  Amy 
graduated with a BA in Applied 
Mathematics in 2007.  Kirk is 
starting his residency in Pediat-
rics at the Children's Hospital of 
Orange County after graduating 
this June from the University of 
California, Davis School of Medi-
cine.  Amy is working towards her 
Masters in Mathematics at CSU 
Long Beach.  

Amy and Kirk will reside in 
Long Beach, California with their 
cat, Romeo.

Mary and Bill Zagotta celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on 
June 27, 2009. A celebration was held at Terra Mia Restaurant surrounded 
by their friends and relatives. 

Their children, Michelle (son-in-law, Brian), William (daughter-in-
law Sue), and Maria (son-in-law Kevin), along with their grandchildren, 
Luke, Peter, Scott, Theresa, Walker, and Ferryn were all in attendance 
for this joyous occasion. 

The Zagottas moved to Livermore in 1968 where Bill joined the 
Livermore Laboratory and retired from there after 25 years. Mary was an 
Office Manager for 18 years at Resources for Family Development. They 
now enjoy their retirement babysitting the grandchildren, granddogs, 
volunteering, playing golf, and cruising. They have lived in Livermore 
for the past 41 years where they have raised their three children.

 
 

John Robello-Perez (pictured 
at left), a graduate of Livermore 
High School class of 2007, has 
graduated from Air Force BMT at 
Lackland AFB in Texas on Friday 
June 12th.  John graduated  from 
Squadron 322 Flight 416 with hon-
ors (please be sure to include that 
he graduated BMT with honors as 
only up to 10 percent do so).  He 
is now at Keesler AFB in Missis-
sippi where he will begin his Tech 
School. 

Dean M. Mixon of Livermore 
graduated from BMT Lackland 
AFB, San Antonio, Texas, on 
April 7, 2009. He is the son of 
Neva Hironaka of Livermore. He 
graduated from Granada High 
School in 2007. 

50th Wedding 
Anniversary Celebrated

Mary and Bill Zagotta on their wedding day.

Vows Exchanged 
in Livermore

Amy Azevedo and 
Kirk Mulgrew
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Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bul-
letin Board. Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person should also 
be included.

Bingo Fund-raiser & Fireworks, Chris-
tensen Middle School PTA hosts bingo on 
Sat., July 4 at the Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific 
Ave., Livermore. Doors open at 4 p.m., games 
start at 6:30. Payout is either $175, $250 or 
$500. All players receive a free treasure Hunt 
and Tic Tac Game Card with buy in. Break 
at 9:15 to watch the Livermore Fireworks 
show. Complimentary coffee, tea, popcorn, 
salsa and chips and homemade baked goods 
for all players. Proceeds donated back to the 
CMS PTA. Call 606-7777 on game day for 
additional information. 

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., general meeting Tues., July 7, 1 p.m. 
Dublin Library. Fish fry in Dublin July 10, 
5 p.m. RSVP by July 8 to Hilda, 398-8808. 
Champagne brunch in San Ramon, July 12, 
11:45 a.m., RSVP by July 9 to Marsha, 830-
8483. Lunch in Livermore, July 15, 11:30 a.m., 
RSVP by July 10 to Barbara at 426-8876.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., July 4, 25 miles, meet 8:30 a.m. 
at Livermore Cyclery in Dublin, Bob Heady, 
980-7989. July 5, 36 miles Berkeley's Aquatic 
Park to Emeryville Marina and along the Bay 
Trail, meet 10 a.m. in Berkeley, Bill Goodwin, 
487-0521. Wed., July 8, 38 miles Livermore 
Airport to Pleasanton and Blackhawk, Collier 
Canyon return, meet 10 a.m. at airport, Bill 
Goodwin, 487-0521. Anyone planning to go 
on a ride is asked to call the leader for details 
on where to meet and what to bring.

Full moon walk, John Muir National 
Historic Site, Tues., July 7, Two hour walk 
up Mt. Wanda. Reservations are required. 
Time of walk will be given when reservation 
is made. Call 228-9960. Meet at the CalTrans 
Park and Ride lot, corner of Alhambra Ave. and 
Franklin Canyon Rd., Martinez. Bring water, 
binoculars, light jacket and a flashlight. Wear 
good walking shoes, trail is steep. Canceled 
if raining heavily.

Tri-Valley Vegetarian Potluck, Saturday, 
July 11 from 1pm to 4pm.  This event will al-
low Tri-Valley residents to sample plant-based 
foods and listen to Randy and Nancy Wilson 
of "Long Live You!" speak about Taking Re-
sponsibility for Your Health. Participation is 
open to everyone. The San Ramon Library is 
located at 100 Montgomery St. in San Ramon.  
For further information, persons can call 925-
989-1811 and/or view www.ThriveHolistic.
com/vegsociety.html for potluck guidelines.

 Free computer classes, In collaboration 
with the Alameda County Workforce Invest-
ment Board Livermore Adult Education is 
offering free Intensive Computer Classes to 
people who qualify.  These classes are taught 
by Microsoft Certified Master Instructors 
and will include Microsoft Word, Excel, 
PowerPoint and Outlook.  Don't delay classes 
will be July 6-August 6 Monday-Thursdays 
9:00am-12:00pm.  Call 925-606-4722  (press 
1 for Adult Education).

Armchair Travelers,  Livermore Civic 
Center Library on Thurs., July 9, from 1:30 to 
2:30 p.m.  Douglas Wright will share digital 
photographs and films of his adventures at 
Burning Man, an annual festival staged on 
an ancient lakebed in Nevada’s Black Rock 
Desert.  Douglas Wright has participated in 
Burning Man for the past several years.  In 
2008, nearly 50,000 people attended Burn-
ing Man, and during the event, Black Rock 
City becomes the 10th largest city in Nevada.  
Douglas will talk about some of the guiding 
principles of Burning Man, including leaving 
no trace, decommodification, and radical 
self-expression. Adults are invited to this 
free program on the second Thursday of each 
month in the Community Meeting Rooms of 
the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore.  For additional information 
please call 925 373-5500.

Instructors, Livermore Adult Education is 
looking for an instructor to teacher an eBay, 
Skype and/or Craig's List class.  If you are 
familiar with these programs and would be 
willing to share your knowledge, please call 
925, 606-4722.  

Free computer training classes, Introduc-
tion to the Internet class on Monday, July 6th 
from 6:15 – 8:15 pm. Searching the Internet 
class. Monday, July 13th from 6:15 – 8:15 pm. 

Learn the basics of word processing and create 
and edit a simple document in Introduction to 
Microsoft Word on Monday, July 20th from 6:15 
– 8:15 pm. Classes are hands on, first come, 
first served, and take place in Community 
Room B.  Stop by the Livermore Civic Center 
Library adult information services desk or call 
373-5505 for further information.

Volunteers sought, If you can read this, you 
can help someone else who can’t.  Become a 
volunteer literacy tutor!  A free tutor train-
ing workshop will be held at the Livermore 
Library on Monday, July 13, from 7-9PM and 
on Saturday, July 18, from 9AM-4PM.  Please 
plan to attend both sessions.  To register, or 
for more information, call 373-5507.   The 
READ Project is a service of the Livermore 
Public Library.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical Soci-
ety, meeting Tuesday, July 14 at 7:30pm. at 
Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Ct., 
Pleasanton. There will be a special presenta-
tion by Stephen P. Morse of "A Hodgepodge 
of Lesser-known Research Tools, and How 
to Use Them to Increase Your Research 
Success." No fee. All welcome. Marie Ross 
925-447-1806.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, sponsoring a 
candlelight vigil on Wed., July 8 at  7 p.m. 
in front of the Museum on Main, 603 Main 
St., Pleasanton. The vigil will be followed 
immediately by a peaceful march to City Hall. 
Participants will reflect on the human and 
monetary costs of the war, honor veterans who 
have sacrificed, and visualize ways of moving 
beyond this conflict to a more peaceful world. 
Contact: Cathe Norman at (925) 462-7495; 
Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com; or 
kdowding@pacbell.net.

Profitable Exporting for Small Businesses, 
Las Positas College class Wed., July 15, 6:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. 925-424-1467; www.laspositas-
college.edu. $39.  www.laspositascollege.
edu/communityed/index.php 

Lock & Key Singles Dance, Friday, July 
24,  8pm-Midnight, at the Marriott Hotel, 11950 
Dublin Canyon Road, Pleasanton. The cost 
of the party is $20 at the door. This event is 
co-sponsored by The Society of Single Profes-
sionals, the world’s largest non-profit singles 
organization; and by LockandKeyMatch.com.   
Anyone wishing more information about this 
and other singles parties may call 415/507-9962 
or visit www.ThePartyHotline.com.

Adult and Teen Volunteers Needed this 
summer for the Tri-Valley Youth Court 
(TVYC).  Teen volunteers can serve as Ad-
vocates (youth attorneys), Court Clerks and 
Jurors.  Advocates prepare and present the 
case for the Defendant.  Jurors and Court 
Clerks are needed one evening per month 
– the first Tuesday from 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm at 
the Gale/Schenone courthouse in Pleasanton.  
TVYC is a diversion program for first time 
teen offenders.  For more information, visit 
our website at www.trivalleyyouthcourt.com 
or call Tonya at (925) 337-7175.

California's First People---The World Be-
fore...If you resided in the Tri-Valley 500 years 
ago what would life be like?  What foods would 
you have eaten, and what kind of house would 
you live in?  This PowerPoint program will be 

a fascinating journey following the people who 
lived in Livermore, Pleasanton, and Dublin 
first, the true Californians.  Participants will 
taste and smell native foods and experience 
California Indian music, stories, and artifacts.  
A California native speaker will comment on 
the program and will tell native stories and 
legends. Sat., July 11  9:30 to 11:30 AM, 
Code 46725. Alviso Adobe Community Park, 
Old Foothill Road, Pleasanton. Sponsored by 
Pleasanton Parks & Community Services. $20 
residents or $23 non-residents. Instructor: Pa-
tricia Belding. Enroll by FAX (925) 484-5078 
or on-line at http://online.activecommunities.
com/pleasanton or walk in office.

OSHA 500 trainer course for construction 
industry and OSHA 501 trainer course for gen-
eral industry, The courses brief participants on 
effective instructional approaches and address 
topics required by the 10- and 30-hour OSHA 
programs focusing on those considered to be 
most hazardous. A qualifying written exam 
will be administered at the end of the class. To 
participate, students must have completed the 
OSHA 510 construction safety or the OSHA 
511 general industry standards course, and must 
have at least five years of health and safety 
work experience.  OSHA 500 - Aug. 3-6, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and OSHA 501, July 13-16, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. CLPCCD OSHA Training Center, 
5020 Franklin Drive, Pleasanton. For more 
information and to register for the course visit 
www.osha4you.com, or call (866) 936-OSHA.  
The Chabot-Las Positas Community College 
District operates the only OSHA Training 
Center in Northern California.

Free Solar Cities Workshop and Environ-
mental Fair, Sat., July 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m  City 
of Pleasanton Operations Service Center, 3333 
Busch Road. Environmental Fair with exhibits 
and demonstrations about water conservation, 
recycling and much more.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network, meets 
Monday, July 20, 7 p.m. Suzanne Lerner, PhD, 
will talk  about Emotional Freedom Tech-
nique (EFT). EFT is a needle free version of 
acupuncture and is based on the link between 
your body's energies, emotions, and health.  
This meeting is free for members, as well 
as for first time visitors to Tri-Valley HMN.  
For further information, please visit www.
holisticmoms.org or e-mail Tri-ValleyHMN@
hotmail.com 

The 12th Annual Pooch Parade will 
take place on Wednesday, August 5, 2009 in 
downtown Pleasanton. Registration begins at 5 
p.m. and the parade starts at 6 p.m. at Wayside 
Park, corner of First Street and Neal. Enter 
your pooch in one of eight categories. The 
entry fee is $10.00 per category. All proceeds 
benefit the Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Rais-
ers. For complete details and registration go to 
http://www.trivalleyguidedogs.org.

Society of Women’s Engineers Mt. Diablo 
(nonprofit group), meets Tuesday, July 7, 7 
p.m. Presentation "A Guide to Optimize Your 
Health with Genetics & Integrative Medicine” 
by Pamela McDonald, National Speaker, 
Award-Winning Author. Livermore Public 
Library - Civic Center - Community Room A 
& B, 1188 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Free.  No RSVP needed. Open to the public. 

Information  Teresa Goodwin 925-251-9828 
tgoodwin@bjginc.com

Job Discovery Group, meets Thursdays at 
10:00 a.m. at Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Livermore. Bring resume (and maybe a few 
extra copies to pass around), ideas, roadblocks 
& any resources  to share in a supportive & 
proactive atmosphere of networking at UUCiL. 
Contact Brent Parry or Maureen Hamm (Brent-
Parry@aol.com) /(mhamm33@earthlink.net) 
for more info.

Tri-Valley Democratic Club, meets July 20, 
IBEW Hall, 6250 Village Parkway, Dublin. 7 
p.m. doors open, meeting at 7:30 p.m. Mike 
Harris from the Voice for Israel will talk about 
the situation in Israel and his recent trip there. 
Lively discussion Q&A follows. Refreshments 
served, wheelchair accessible.

Saturday Night Dance, all summer, open 
to the public, free half-hour salsa lesson be-
fore the dance party. Lessons begin at 7 p.m.; 
open dance, 7:30 to 10 p.m. $12 cover. It's All 
About Dancing, 171 So. J St. Foresters Hall, 
Downtown Livermore, 925-449-9292

San Ramon Niners Golf group, look-
ing for ladies in the Tri-Valley interested in 
joining a low key, weekly golf group. Play is 
every Wednesday morning; guest day is 3rd 
Wednesday of each month. For information, 
call Carol Lee at 828-1969 or email her at 
carolbkwrm@aol.com.

Essential Tremor, East Bay Essential 
Tremor Support Group meets 10 a.m. to noon 
the third Saturday of each month in Black-
hawk A&B conference rooms at San Ramon 
Regional Medical Center, 6001 Norris Canyon 
Rd., San Ramon. Those recently diagnosed 
with ET or wanting to learn more about the 
most common movement disorder, welcome 
to attend. Information, call 487-5706 or email 
galexplor@comcast.net.

Volunteer Drivers, The Senior Support 
Program of the Tri-Valley is looking for 
Volunteer Drivers to transport seniors to their 
medical appointments. The Senior Transpor-
tation Program supplements existing public 
and paratransit services by providing rides 
via volunteer drivers. Volunteers must have 
a valid driver’s license, a registered vehicle, 
carry automobile liability insurance, and have 
a clear DMV record.  Please contact Jennifer 
Cullen for more information at (925) 931-5387 
or email: ja.cullen@yahoo.com.  Funding for 
this program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority.

Tri-Valley Seniors:  Need a ride to your 
medical appointment? Seniors who require 
door-to-door service are now eligible for a 
ride to their medical appointments. Volunteers 
use their personal vehicles to drive seniors to 
and from medical appointments. Seniors must 

be 60 and over, living in Dublin, Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Sunol, and unable to find a 
ride (relative, friend, bus, paratransit.) For 
a ride, or to volunteer, contact Jennifer Cul-
len at (925) 931-5387 or ja.cullen@yahoo.
com.    Funding for the Senior Transportation 
Program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority and 
Measure B Funds. 

RELIGION
United Christian Church, 1886 College 

Ave. at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 
Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open 
and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for 
more information. 

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 Alisal 
St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all ages 9:30 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s Church 
11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study Wednesdays 
at 10 a.m. Please call office at 846-8650 for 
weekly programs.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Livermore. 
Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 S. 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore. Sunday wor-
ship at 9 a.m.; Sunday School and Adult Bible 
Study at 10:30 a.m.; Sequel (Contemporary 
worship) at 10:30 a.m. For information, call 
925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sunday wor-
ship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, “Unequivo-
cally teaching for today the whole counsel of 
God’s Word” Sunday Services 10:30 am and 
6:00 p.m. 545 N. L Street Livermore. (925) 
447-4357 - www.calvarylivermore.org.

Kids Night Out, 1st through 6th graders, 
Wednesdays, 7 to 9 p.m. June 17-July 15. Each 
week features a special theme such as water 
fun, games, sports and a scavenger hunt. ($5 
per night). Register, contact Valerie Fleming, 
484-2482 ext. 106 at Children@harvestvalley.
org. Harvest Valley Christian Church, 3200 
Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton.

The Ministerial Roles of Women, series 
Out of the Shadows, Into the Light presented 
by Betty Levin, sessions are a part of her thesis 
work, focusing on women's roles in the church. 
July 16: Old Testament Women Prophets; July 
23: Anna the Prophetess; July 30: The Early 
Church; Aug. 6: Phoebe the Deaconess; Aug. 
13: Women's Ministry Today. Thursdays, 1 
to 3 p.m. St. Charles Church, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Information, contact Julie 
Gallagher, Lifelong Learning Coordinator, 
upcatholic@aol.com or 447-4549  ext. 114.


