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PET OF THE WEEK
Who doesn’t love pie? Fitting her name, this 
confident one-year-old is a Cutie Pie! She’ll talk 
her way into your heart and worship your affection. 
Make Cutie Pie your forever companion and stop 
by Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton, Tuesday through Saturday from 
10am – 4pm. For more information, please visit 
valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley 
Humane Society/K. Jacoby

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The first of two family camp outs in Dublin was held July 11-12 at Alamo Creek. The event included a variety of 
games and activities for all ages, including camp fire entertainment, group games and s'mores. There were also 
family arts and crafts.  One of the families who took part finished putting up a tent . The next camp out is set for 
September 12-13 at Emerald Glen Park. Call (925) 556-4500 for more information. For more photos, go to page 10.

By Ron McNicoll
Seeking more transpar-

ency for board meetings, a 
Zone 7 Water Agency com-
mittee has recommended 
exploring with TV 30 the 
televising of board meetings 
live and archiving them.

The Livermore City 
Council voted unanimously 
to reject a bid to change 
permitted uses on the Sunset 
Office Plaza. The requested 
change would have allowed 
housing to be built on the 
site.

The proposal by Sun-
set Development Company 
to build 42 single family 
homes and a small 2-story 

By Ron McNicoll
A poll taken every two 

years found a little drop 
in the number of homeless 
people in Alameda County 
on survey day compared to 
two years earlier.

However, statistically 
it was not significant as a 
measure of overall improve-
ment or setback, said the 
survey's coordinator, Elaine 
deColigny, executive direc-
tor of EveryOne Home. 

The survey this year was 

The Story 
of a British 
“Schindler”

Livermore Rotary Club 
last week heard the inspira-
tional story of a British ac-
tivist who saved hundreds of 
Czech children from almost 
certain death at the hands 
of the Nazis during World 
War II.

The British activist was 
Nicky Winton, a 29-year-old 
socialist who visited Prague 
in 1938. On the eve of the 
Nazi invasion, he organized 
a program that saved 669 
mostly Jewish children by 
sending them to British 
homes and safety for the 
duration of the War.

Winton was born of Ger-
man-Jewish parents who had 
immigrated to England and 
converted to Christianity. In 
time, the news media would 
call Winton the “British 
Schindler” because of the 
parallel between his life-
saving actions and those of 
Oskar Schindler, the German 
industrialist who saved the 
lives of an estimated 1,200 
Jews during the war.

That didn’t happen un-
til 40 years after the War, 
however. Winton told no 
one what he had done. His 
heroism was discovered 
only in 1988, when his wife 
found a scrapbook in the 
attic with photos and docu-
ments related to the dramatic 
rescue effort.

At last week’s Rotary 
Club meeting, Winton’s 
story was told by Brian 
Mayall, a retired biomedi-
cal scientist from Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory who came originally 
from Britain himself. As 
a young teenager, Mayall 
met Winton several times 
through a cousin who had 
served with him in the Royal 
Air Force. 

Winton died early this 
month, aged 106. His con-
nection with Rotary related 

Sandia Corp. improp-
erly spent government funds 
starting in 2009 in an ef-
fort to avoid competition 
and extend its contract for 
operating Sandia National 
Laboratories, according to 
a special inquiry of the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s 
Inspector General.

The activities and ex-
penditures appear to have 
violated federal law, federal 
regulations and provisions 
of the Sandia contract, the 
Inspector General said.

Of particular interest 
were the activities of Heather 
Wilson, a former Republican 
congresswoman from New 
Mexico who was retained by 
Sandia as a consultant from 
2009-2011. Wilson’s activi-
ties were part of a strategy 
to “influence an extension to 
the Sandia Corporation con-
tract” to continue to operate 
the big laboratory without 
having to compete for it, the 
inquiry concluded.

Wilson is no longer under 
contract to the Laboratory, a 
Sandia spokesperson said. 

The Sandia contract at 
the time was worth about 
$2.4 billion, according to 
the report. Today, it is worth 
approximately $2.7 billion, 
according to Sandia budget 
figures.

(See STORY, page 2)

Sandia Criticized 
For ‘Unjustified’
Expenditures To 
Extend Contract

The special inquiry by 
the Inspector General was 
initiated after a local federal 
audit found documentation 
suggesting that Sandia “im-
permissibly” tried to influ-
ence the contract extension 
and used contract funds to 
pay Wilson to be part of 
that effort.

To date, DOE has re-
leased only a 10-page “mem-
orandum” summarizing the 
inquiry. It has declined to 
release its full report, pub-
lished last November, on 
the ground that it is “Official 
Use Only” and “not publicly 
available.”

The memorandum was 
unearthed by Greenwire, a 
service of E&E News, which 
follows energy and environ-
ment topics nationally. 

Sandia is a government 
owned, contractor operated 
nuclear weapons research 
laboratory, part of the weap-
ons complex of the semi-au-
tonomous National Nuclear 
Security Administration of 
the U.S. Department of En-
ergy. It works closely with 
Lawrence Livermore and 
Los Alamos National Labo-
ratories, which focus on the 
nuclear aspects of nuclear 
weapons.

Sandia’s work emphasiz-
(See SANDIA, page 4)

Homeless Survey Shows Some Bright Spots
conducted Jan. 28. It identi-
fied 4040 people homeless. 
Two years earlier, the num-
ber was 4264. 

However, data from the 
survey show a silver lining, 
because three groups of 
homeless people have been 
significantly helped, thanks 
to new outreach methods, 
and a rapid rehousing pro-
gram that aims to put peo-
ple into homes within six 
months. 

Veterans, families, and 

chronically homeless have 
made gains over the past two 
years. Homeless veterans 
were down from 492 in 2013 
to 388 in 2015. Homeless 
families were down from 
462 to 325 after two years. 
Chronically homeless in-
dividuals went down from 
931 to 660. 

Some 9123 people were 
served in 2014, over half 
of whom were still being 
helped at the end of the year. 
Some 60 percent were be-

ing assisted with Permanent 
Supportive Housing (PSH), 
which provides counselors 
to help them learn how to be 
a tenant and provide paper-
work to obtain housing and 
stay housed. In 2014, some 
96 percent of people in PSH 
retained housing, or moved 
to other permanent housing.

Tthere is still a big deficit 
for mentally and physically 
handicapped homeless, with 
some 60 to 70 percent failing 
to connect with permanent 

housing, higher than any 
other group, said deColigny.

DeColigny said that al-
though resources to solve 
the homeless problem are 
improving, there still needs 
to be a commitment by the 
community to end homeless-
ness. "It's bigger than we can 
do, or our non-profits (who 
help)," said deColigny. 

In Livermore, the city has 
been working with ABODE 
Services, which provides an 

office building would have 
necessitated a general plan 
change. The 13 acre property 
is located at the corner of 
Holmes Street and Concan-
non Blvd.

Lack of community sup-
port for the project was 
cited by councilmembers in 
influencing the decision to 
reject the plan.

Those speaking against 

the development pointed 
to loss of community serv-
ing businesses, traffic and 
school impacts, and a change 
in the character of the area 
as reasons to oppose the 
rezoning. There were also 
concerns voiced about more 
development that would re-
quire water at a time when 
all are being asked to con-
serve. 

Those supporting the 
plan told the council that it 
was a good plan, providing 
much needed housing. They 
also said that the buildings 
were in need of upgrades 
to comply with ADA re-
quirements, an expensive 
proposition. 

Bob Woerner comment-
ed, "This has been a hard 
decision. I could not have 

predicted the outcome in 
advance. I think people who 
spoke influenced the deci-
sion. Hearing opinions made 
a difference to me."

Laureen Turner said she 
had been persuaded to re-
ject the plan by comments 
from one neighbor who had 
stated that there was no buf-
fer between her home and 

By Ron McNicoll
The state and federal wa-

ter projects have released a 
joint "partially recirculated" 
draft environmental impact 
report (EIR) for public com-
ment on revisions to Gov. 
Jerry Brown's plan for a 
Delta fix project that still 
includes twin tunnels to 
move water past polluted, 
salty Delta water.

Brown announced the 

(See SURVEY, page 2)

Livermore Council Denies 
Sunset Zoning Proposal

(See SUNSET, page 8)

Zone 7 to Explore Internet, TV 30 
Possibilities for Showing Board Meetings

The agency also will 
look into the lower cost op-
tion of using simple camera 
equipment, and uploading 
the recorded meeting to the 
internet.

The commit tee  was 
looking into the idea, as a 
follow-up to a discussion 

about broadcasting at the 
June board meeting. Several 
weeks later, the Alameda 
County Grand Jury issued a 
report on Zone 7 that said it 
should increase transparency 
to the public, and suggested 
televising meetings as one 

(See ZONE 7, page 4)

The Bay Area's national laboratories are offering up 
their manufacturing and clean energy expertise to small 
businesses through a new voucher pilot program. For 
the story, go to page 8.

Comment Period Opens on 'Delta Fix' EIR
revisions in April. The com-
ment period opened July 10 
and will close Aug. 31.

The revision splits one 
big plan, the Bay Delta Con-
servation Plan (BDCP), into 
two segments. One com-
prises the twin 30-mile long 
tunnels, now called the Delta 
Fix. The other focuses on the 
effort to restore Delta habi-
tat, now called EcoRestore. 
The size of the conservation 

area is reduced by over half. 
BDCP designated 100,000 
acres. Eco Restore shows 
30,000 acres, plus 15,600 
acres as mitigation for the 
construction of the tunnels 
and related structures.

Under BDCP, the restora-
tion of habitat would have 
unfolded over 40 years, 
after the initial permits were 

(See DELTA, page 10)
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900 E Stanley Blvd • Livermore • (925) 373-3636
www.leisurecare.com

When does a friend become a true sidekick? We’re not really sure.

But what we do know is that a lot of friendships and sidekick-ships are made

at Heritage Estates Retirement Community. With so many fun activities and

events, it’s perfect for folks who prefer more community and less retirement.

Come see what we mean. Call (925) 373-3636 to schedule your complimentary 

lunch and tour. And then get ready to meet some future pals, buddies, and BFFs.

You might meet new friends.
Or sidekicks.

Follow me on Facebook at facebook.com/wanda.thompson.545

Wanda 
Thompson

BRE#00983781
NMLS#244633

Real estate & MoRtgage specialist

HOME SALES SURGE LEADING INTO SUMMER... 
Not only is the weather hot, 2015 Real Estate has 
gotten hot again. First Time Buyers are buying and 
move up buyers are strong. Buyers are more qualified 
and using other assets such as retirement funds, 
gifts from parents or stocks/savings. The National 
Association of Realtors stated that existing homes 
climbed 5.1 percent in May. Median home prices 
climbed 7.9 percent over the past 12 months. If you 
are thinking about selling your home or perhaps want 
to know what you can qualify for to purchase a home, 
please let our team work for you.

pRefeRRed BRokeRs 
Wanda thoMpson

411 so. L street, ste. E, Livermore, Ca  |  925.858.9128

to the fact that he was prob-
ably the world’s oldest Ro-
tarian, a member of the 
Maidenhead club in UK at 
the time of his death. Mayall 
drew on news accounts in 
the BBC, the Guardian, New 
York Times and elsewhere in 
recounting his history.

In 1938, Winton was 
about to leave for a ski-
ing holiday in Switzerland 
when a friend “urged him 
to change his plans and 
visit Prague,” Mayall said. 
Winton was an unusual 
combination of stockbroker 
and socialist who saw and 
responded to the growing 
danger to Prague Jews as 
German troops grew nearer 
after invading the surround-
ing Sudetenland.

Most countries, including 
the U.S., “had closed their 
borders to Jewish refugees,” 
but Britain was admitting 
Jewish children from Ger-
many and Austria if a host 
family could be found and 
a financial guarantee of 50 
pounds could be raised to 
pay for the children’s even-
tual return, Mayall said.

“There was no such 
program for children from 
Czechoslovakia,” so Winton 
created one, Mayall told the 
Rotary. “It involved danger, 
bribes, forgery, secret con-
tacts with the Gestapo, nine 
railroad trains, an avalanche 
of paperwork and much 
money.” 

He met with parents who 
were so desperate to get 
their children to safety that 
they would entrust them 
to strangers in a foreign 
land. As he arranged the 
first Czech kindertransport, 
“Nazi agents started follow-
ing him.”

Returning to England, 
he worked to find adoptive 
homes, raise money for the 
financial guarantee and se-
cure entry and exit permits. 
He even forged Home Office 
documents to make up for 
those that had been slow to 
arrive.

As a result of Winton’s 
efforts, eight trains with a 
total of 669 children reached 
London, discharging bewil-
dered children with name 
tags at Liverpool Street Sta-
tion “where Nicky (Winton) 
and his mother would greet 
them,” Mayall said. 

Sadly, a ninth train, the 
largest, never arrived. It was 
set to leave on Sept. 1, 1938 
with 250 children. That was 
the day German invaded 
Poland and all borders were 
closed. Those children were 
never heard from again.

Years later, in 1988, after 
Winton’s wife discovered 
the scrapbook in the attic, 
a family friend told a news-
paper about his heroics. He 
had never sought fame, but 
it soon arrived, especially 
when news media began 
calling him the “British 

Schindler.”
Winton disliked the nick-

name, pointing out that he 
ran no personal risk com-
pared to those in Prague who 
helped the children escape. 

According to the New 
York Times, after his wife 
found the scrapbook, he 
thought no one would be 
interested and later was in-
credulous at all the attention 
he received. 

Nevertheless, by the time 
of his death early this month, 
he had received honors and 
accolades from all over. 
Three films were made of 
his life and the rescues of the 
children. He was knighted 
by Queen Elizabeth. The 
U.S. Congress passed a reso-
lution honoring his “remark-
able humanitarian effort.” 
The Czech Republic gave 
him its highest award.

Perhaps the most mov-
ing honor was a 2009 re-
creation of the 1930s train 
rides that took the children 
from Prague to safety. The 
ride carried some of the orig-
inal children who escaped 
Prague as well as many of 
their “children, grandchil-
dren and even great grand-
children,” Mayall said. 

The ride was met by Win-
ton, who had recently turned 
100, at Liverpool Street Sta-
tion. The extended family of 
those he saved now numbers 
more than 6,000.

 

STORY
(continued from page one)

The San Francisco Pub-
lic Utilities Commission 
(SFPUC) is proposing to 
use a Sunol gravel quarry as 
a water recapture pit as part 
of environmental mitiga-
tion for its Calaveras Dam 
expansion project.

SFPUC, which operates 
the San Francisco water 
system, is in the process of 
taking public comments for 
a draft EIR on the project. 

A scoping meeting to 
take questions for a draft 
EIR was held July 9 at Sunol 
Glen School, It was attend-
ed by a few Sunol residents 
and representatives of the 
Alameda Creek Alliance. 
The San Francisco planning 
department is conducting 
the EIR process. 

S a v e  O u r  S u n o l 
(SOS) vice president Jim 
O'Laughlin said that two 
points were raised. One 
addressed what the project 
might do to the underground 

Water Recapture Project 
Proposed for Sunol Valley

water basin in the Sunol Val-
ley. Another consideration 
was whether there would 
be any effect downstream 
in Alameda Creek in Niles 
Canyon.

SFPUC wants to use the 
formerly active Mission 
Rock Quarry, east of In-
terstate 689, where mining 
ended in 2007. The pit has 
water in it naturally from 
the aquifers around it, and 
can store up to 8200 acre 
feet of water at any one time. 
SFPUC is proposing an an-
nual storage of 9800 AF, an 
average annual total.

San Francisco is obligat-
ed by a previous agreement 
on its Calaveras Dam project 
to put as much water back 
into Calaveras Reservoir as 
it takes out, said Ellen Levin, 
deputy manager for the city's 
water enterprise. The water 
will go through a diversion 
tunnel. A fish ladder will be 

built over it to accommodate 
migration of steelhead and 
other fish.

Levin said that San Fran-
cisco has a profile of the 
Sunol Valley underground 
basin, and will undertake the 
proper research to answer 
questions about any impacts. 
However, she expects there 
would be no change from 
current use, since the same 
pit will be used.

Most of the Sunol Valley 
obtains its drinking water 
from San Francisco. Kilkare 
Canyon residents take water 
from a Pleasanton pipeline. 

Anyone wishing to send 
comments for the draft EIR 
may do so by wrting to 
Sarah B.Jones, San Franc-
sico Plannng Deparmtne, 
1650 Mission St., Suite 
400, San Francisco, CA., 
94103. E-mail may be sent 
to Sarah.B.Jones@sfgov.
org.

 

outreach team that talks to 
homeless people to see how 
they can be assisted to apply 
for permanent housing.

"We started with ABODE 
a year ago. They had a suc-
cessful model in Fremont. It 
was championed by Liver-
more Police Chief Michael 
Harris to bring the model to 
Livermore," said Livermore 
Human Service Coordinator 
Jean Prasher. From July 1 
last year until May 30 this 
year, some 133 chronically 
homeless people have been 

contacted. 
"These are people who 

need a lot of help and assis-
tance before they can move 
into housing. They may 
have to secure documenta-
tion, or have lost their ID's, 
or birth certificates. Think 
about what you need to rent 
an apartment. We can go to 
a file cabinet. They carry 
their information with them, 
and may have lost it," said 
Prasher.

The outreach workers 
build trust and rapport, help 

them develop documenta-
tion, and help with behav-
ioral issues. "It's a long 
challenging process. To date, 
they have put 10 people 
in housing. All are Liver-
more residents who became 
homeless. They have a tie 
to Livermore in some way. 
They tend not to leave Liver-
more. It's very much home to 
them," said Prasher.

The Livermore City 
Council last fall authorized 
a homeless survey, which 
Prasher is beginning to or-

ganize. Prasher is looking 
for volunteers to be trained 
and conduct the survey. She 

expects the survey will take 
place in September or Octo-
ber. Interested people may 

contact her through the city 
at 930-4586. 

 

SURVEY
(continued from page one)
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2715 Cooper Circle, Livermore

SOLD FOR $1,250,000

Call Linda direct at (925) 980-3561

Competed with multiple offers and 
obtained this beautiful home for my 

buyers. Marketing savvy and experience 
do make a difference.  Contact me for 

any of your real estate needs.

 

Wheels Workshops
The Livermore Amador Valley Trans-

portation Authority (LAVTA), operators 
of the Wheels bus system, including the 
Rapid, is evaluating existing transit ser-
vice in an effort to make improvements.  
The goal of the planning will be a more ef-
ficient transit system that carries a greater 
number of riders and provides a platform 
for future improvements.

A series of workshops are being held 
to take public input.  

All workshops are 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
on the following dates:

Tuesday, July 28:  Livermore Commu-
nity Center, 4444 East Avenue, Livermore

Wednesday, July 29: Dublin Library, 
200 Civic Plaza, Dublin

Thursday, July 30: Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Boulevard, Pleas-
anton

To learn more visit  www.Wheels-
Forward.com,  email Michael Tree at  
mtree@lavta.org , or call (925) 455-4564. 

Coomber on OpenRoad
A segment from the TV show “Open-

Road” where Board President Bob 
Coomber made an appearance was shown 
during the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District Board meeting last 
Wednesday.

Coomber,  often referred to as 
“4WheelBob,” is known for hiking in 
his wheelchair throughout the Bay Area 
and beyond. The segment is hosted by 
Doug McConnell, former host of “Bay 
Area Backroads.” The clip can be viewed 
online at the NBC Bay Area website.

In other LARPD news, the annual 
Ravenswood Old-Fashioned Ice Cream 
Social is set for noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 9. The free-admission event includes 
entertainment by the Pleasanton Commu-
nity Concert Band and Valley Banjos, a 
petting zoo and pony rides, a doll display, 
woodcarving club, face-painting, the 
Livermore Heritage Guild Historymobile, 
and the LARPD Park Ranger staff with 
creepy-crawlers. Ravenswood is located 
at 2647 Arroyo Road.

Property Tax Revenues up 7.08%
Alameda County Assessor Ron Thom-

sen has completed the 2015-2016 local as-
sessment roll of $245.5 billion, reflecting 
a $16.2 billion or 7.08% increase above 
last year’s assessment roll.  

The 2015-16 assessment roll accu-
rately reflects assessments of more than 
498,000 taxable properties.

The City of Dublin received the high-
est percentage increase in assessed value 
from the prior year at 12.9%. Livermore 

saw an increase in value of 6.26%, Pleas-
anton was up 5.77%, and the unincorpo-
rated area rose 6.24%.

The net local roll, after all legal exemp-
tions have been applied, totals $235.8 
billion.  The primary reason for this year’s 
assessed value growth is attributed to the 
recovery in real estate market values.  

Properties that were afforded tempo-
rary reduced assessments in prior years 
due to market value declines are now re-
ceiving increases in their assessed value as 
a result of market value increases.  These 
properties are not limited to the annual 
inflation factor increase of 1.01998% 
this year imposed on Proposition 13 
base year assessments.  Many of these 
property owners therefore will notice 
their assessed values have increased by 
more than 1.01998%, but are still either 
assessed at the lesser of their indexed base 
year value or the current market value as 
of January 1, 2015. The data show  33,000 
properties still assessed at their January 1, 
2015 market value because they were less 
than their indexed base year value.  The 
increase in their assessed value from last 
year, however, totals $2.1 billion; 17,000 
properties with temporary reductions in 
assessed values last year were totally 
restored to their Proposition 13 indexed 
base year value adding $1.3 billion to this 
year’s roll.

Other factors leading to this year’s 
total assessed value growth included the 
1.01998% mandatory inflation index ap-
plied to all properties’ assessed values that 
were not affected by assessment declines 
in prior years, adding  $3.8 billion.  Sales/
transfers of real estate also added $6.7 
billion, new construction activity of $1.2 
billion, and business personal property 
assessments increased by $1.1 billion.

 Notifications of this year’s individual 
assessments are being mailed to all se-
cured roll Alameda County property 
owners beginning on July 14, 2015.  If 
property owners have questions regard-
ing their property assessment, they are 
encouraged to call the Assessor’s Office at 
(510) 272-3787 (real estate assessments) 
or (510) 272-3836 (business personal 
property assessments).  As indicated on 
these notifications, formal appeals of the 
2015-2016 assessed values must be made 
between July 2 and September 15, 2015, 
with the Clerk, Board of Supervisors, As-
sessment Appeals Unit, on their Assess-
ment Appeal Application. The application 
and instruction booklet can be viewed and 
printed from their webpage at http://www.
acgov.org/clerk/assessment.htm.

 Property tax bills for fiscal year 
2015-16 will be mailed by the Alameda 
County Tax Collector in October and will 
be based upon the Assessor’s 2015-16 
assessed values.

IBM, along with NVID-
IA and two U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy National 
Laboratories, announced 
the establishment of a pair 
of Centers of Excellence 
for supercomputing – one 
at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory and 
the other at Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory. 

The collaborations are 
in support of IBM’s super-
computing contract with 
the U.S. Department of En-
ergy (DOE). They will en-
able advanced, large-scale 
scientific and engineering 
applications for support-
ing DOE missions and 
for the Summit and Sierra 
supercomputer systems to 
be delivered respectively to 
Oak Ridge and Lawrence 
Livermore in 2017. Those 
systems will be operational 
in 2018.

As the new supercom-
puters are being readied 
for installation, the Centers 
of Excellence will prepare 
the way for their optimum 
use in scientific research 
in such critical areas as 
energy, climate research, 
cosmology, biophysics, as-
trophysics and medicine, as 
well as in national nuclear 
security and other national 
security interests.

Teams of technologists 
will work at each center 
on early application code 
innovation  executed in 
tandem with the system 
development. This allows 

two-way feedback between 
the system developers and 
the application writers. 
This will ensure the on-
going system design will 
correctly and effectively 
support necessary user ap-
plications.

“Application code inno-
vation is a vital component 
of making sure our facilities 
are prepared to take advan-
tage of the performance of 
the new supercomputers,” 
said Michel McCoy, pro-
gram director for Weapon 
Simulation and Computing 
at Lawrence Livermore.  

The two Centers of Ex-
cellence collaborations are 
uniquely set up to support 
each of the Oak Ridge and 
Lawrence Livermore labs’ 
specific missions.   

Dave Turek, IBM Vice 
President of HPC Mar-
ket Engagement, noted, 
“Along with NVIDIA, 

our scientists are ensuring 
Oak Ridge and Lawrence 
Livermore are able to get 
the most out of these revo-
lutionary supercomputers 
to reach the next level of 
scientific discovery. In ad-
dition, our expectation is 
that many of the codes that 
are worked on will find 
benefit in other sectors of 
the U.S. economy.”

Work is under way to 
update and develop ap-
plications that have the 
potential to shape scien-
tific discovery for years to 
come.

The work of the Cen-
ters of Excellence is man-
aged by a technical steering 
group, which includes par-
ticipants from IBM, NVID-
IA and from Lawrence 
Livermore, Oak Ridge and 
Argonne national labora-
tories. 

Lab One of Two Sites Named Centers 
of Excellence for Supercomputing
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Charter Prep School
Donna Fortner
Livermore

I have been following 
the plans of the Tri-Val-
ley Learning Corporation 
(LVCP) for a few months 
and I have two questions 
that no one seems to be able 
to answer:

1. Between 2012 and 
2015 the Corporation had 
issues around $130 million 
in private bonds at 7% inter-
est. If in the future they are 
no longer able to pay the in-
vestors, will the Livermore 
Unified School District be 
liable for those bonds?

2. The meetings for this 
Corporation seem to be 
closed sessions. Now I know 
that Private Companies do 
not have to report out to the 
public, but since the mon-
ey seems to slop between 
public and private funds 
(the high school will be 
receiving per pupil around 
$7000), this would lead me 
to believe the Brown Act 
would apply. If I had a child 
in the Charter High School, 
I would be worried that 
in a few years the private 
company would start using 
the money for their Private 
High School where they will 
be charging $30,000 a year.

Keep Streets Public
Tom Isenburg
Livermore

The coverage of the 
Livermore Downtown 4th 
of July was great.  I must tell 
you that when the National 
Anthem was being played 

More Transparency
We are pleased to see the Zone 7 Water 

District proceeding with plans to become 
more transparent in its decision making.

A report issued recently by the Alameda 
County Grand Jury described what it calls the 
lack of a public process in discussing issues 
on the part of Zone 7. The report focused on 
the purchase of the Patterson Ranch as an 
example, noting that there should have been 
more information provided to the public in 
open session on such issues as where the 
money would come from and the importance 
of acquiring watershed land. The report also 
criticized a failure to report out on decisions 
made during closed sessions.

It was suggested that Zone 7 could be more 
transparent by making archived video or au-
dio recordings of public meetings available 
on its website.

Zone 7 is looking into options ranging 
from live streaming to posting a video on 
Youtube.

While the grand jury report did not trigger 
Zone 7's efforts regarding transparency, it did 
draw attention to the need for meaningful 
public participation when it comes to deci-
sion making.

es non-nuclear engineering 
of nuclear weapons and the 
integration of the weapons 
with delivery systems. His-
torically, its responsibilities 
were derived from the top 
secret Manhattan Project 
effort to develop the first 
atomic bombs at Los Alamos 
located in New Mexico. The 
work was continued in Al-
buquerque following World 
War II, managed by Western 
Electric Corp. for one dollar 
per year in the spirit of na-
tional service that pervaded 
the country after the War.

Today, Sandia is operated 
by Sandia Corp., a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Lock-
heed Martin Corp., for the 
U.S. Department of Energy's 
National Nuclear Security 
Administration.

The main branch of the 
Laboratory is located in Al-
buquerque, with about 9,000 
employees. Its Livermore 
site reports  about 1,100.

The special inquiry fo-
cused particularly on the 
2009 formation of a Contract 
Strategy Team to “influence 
members of Congress and 
Federal officials to prevent 
the need for a competi-
tive process as a means to 
achieve the desired contract 
extension.”

The team heard from con-
sultants, including Wilson, 
who spelled out ways to try 
to influence key members of 
Congress and to approach 
the then current Secretary of 
Energy, Steve Chu, and his 

key staff and advisors, the 
memorandum said.

Beyond consultant rec-
ommendations, the Inspec-
tor General went on to 
charge that the team’s plans 
were actually carried out by 
Sandia employees whose 
costs were born by the U.S. 
taxpayer, against federal 
laws and regulations and 
the language of the Sandia 
contract itself.

The general goal was to 
extend the contract rather 
than force Lockheed Martin 
into an expensive and uncer-
tain competition. 

“Appropriated funds 
were used to pay (Sandia 
National Laboratory) em-
ployees salaries for influ-
encing or attempting to 
influence an officer or em-
ployee of the Department 
(of Energy) or a member of 
Congress in connection with 
the extension of the (Sandia) 
contract,” it said.

These activities were 
“highly problematic…inex-
plicable and unjustified,” the 
memorandum charged.

Asked for a comment 
on the memorandum and 
allegations, a Sandia spokes-
man said the organization 
has cooperated with the 
review and “will continue 
to work closely with the 
Inspector General’s office, 
the Department of Energy 
and the National Nuclear 
Security Administration” to 
address issues and recom-
mendations.

 
 

SANDIA
(continued from page one)

California’s low voter 
turnout last November was 
due in large part to low rates 
of voting by three groups: 
Latinos, Asians and young 
voters of all backgrounds, 
according to an analysis 
from the University of Cali-
fornia at Davis.

The UC-Davis Center 
for Regional Change noted 
that while mid-term elec-
tions often have low rates 
of voting, last November’s 
numbers were “abysmal 
. . . producing the lowest 
turnout rates in decades.”

Only 41.7 percent of all 
California registered vot-
ers turned out for the No-
vember ballot, the Center 
reported. This was down 
from 58 percent in the most 
recent California mid-term, 
in 2010. Still, the 58 percent 
turnout for all voters was 

Low Voter Turnout in 2014
significantly higher than the 
turnout for Latino, Asian 
and youth voters, the Center 
found.

Only 27.5 percent of 
registered Latino voters 
cast ballots last November, 
compared to nearly 46 per-
cent in the 2010 mid-term 
election, the Center found. 
Latinos have become the 
largest single ethnic group 
in California.

Turn-out from the Asian 
population also declined 
sharply to 36.3 percent of 
registered voters last No-
vember. That is down from 
48 percent four years earlier.

As for young voters, only 
15.8 percent of the regis-
tered population aged 18-24 
voted. This was a dramatic 
drop from the 34.1 percent 
in 2010, the Center reported.

 
 

of the ways. 
Zone 7 Directors An-

gela Ramirez Holmes, Dick 
Quigley and Sandy Figuers 
directed staff at the com-
mittee meeting July 8 to 
conduct the research. It will 
take some time. Information 
won't be ready until the Aug. 
19 board meeting.

General manager Jill Du-
erig advised the committee 
in a staff report that starting 
a pilot program of using a 
video camera and upload-
ing to the internet would be 
a good, low-cost first step 
to see how much could be 
done with a relatively small 
investment.

Dublin San Ramon Ser-
vices District (DSRSD) has 
been using this approach 
since November 2012 for its 
board meetings. However, 
the technical results are not 
up to the level of TV30. 
DSRSD uses just one cam-
era located at the back of its 
board room. Although staff 
and board are in the picture, 
it is a very small picture. 
The lack of a zoom lens 
prevents viewers from see-
ing anyone's face close-up, 
so it is usually impossible 
to tell who is talking at any 
given time.

DSRSD posts the video 
the next day on Youtube. 

When the service started, 
there were about 50 hits 
per meeting, but later that 
dropped to about 20. 

DSRSD is looking into 
changing either to live 
streaming on the internet, 
which would involve paying 
a cloud company, or having 
TV30 air telecasts. General 
manager Bert Michalcyzk 
said the DSRSD board au-
thorized on a 4-1 vote an 
allocation of$100,000 for 
capital improvements to 
adjust the board room for 
live broadcasting, whether 
for live streaming or TV 30. 
However, no decision will 
be reached until the end 
of this budget year in June 
2016.

A survey by DSRSD in 
2012 researched eight cities 
and nine special districts in 
the East Bay. All eight cit-
ies televised their meetings, 
either on live streaming 
or local access cable TV. 
Only one of the nine special 
districts, Santa Clara Valley 
Water District, streams its 
meetings live.

The survey cites specific 
costs for only one entity in 
the survey. The City of Dub-
lin spent $80,000 to adapt its 
council meeting room for 
television through TV30, 
and has an ongoing expense 

of $10,000 to $12,000 an-
nually. 

At the Zone 7 admin-
istration committee meet-
ing, Ramirez Holmes said 
that if TV30 were to air 
the production live, there 
might be more audience, 
because people surfing chan-
nels might stop and take a 
look at the meeting. Also, 
a TV 30 on-line archive 
could include indexing the 
video so a viewer can jump 
immediately to a specific 
agenda item.

Quigley said that maybe 
a formula could be devised 
to measure "how much bang 
for the buck" Zone 7 would 
receive if its meetings were 
broadcast live rather than 
delayed on Youtube video 
posts. Quigley wants to esti-
mate the increase in viewers.

Ramirez Holmes said that 
if Zone 7 were to increase 
the visibility of the agency, 
the cost/benefit ratio might 
not reflect all of the benefits 
for broader exposure to the 
public.

Duerig said that if there 
were some kind of broad-
cast, whether it's the simple 
delayed web cam recording 
uploaded to Youtube, or 
something more complex, 
giving the public a chance to 
see the meeting could reduce 

the level of detail published 
in the meeting minutes. 

Sometimes there are 10 
or 12 pages. It takes 60 hours 
of staff time to produce 
them, because the secretary 
doing the job must go over 
the audio recording to get the 
sense of everything said, and 
then write it carefully, said 
Duerig.

H o w e v e r ,  R a m i r e z 
Holmes and Quigley said 
that they don't want to lose 
that level of detail in the 
minutes. 

"I don't want to increase 
transparency at one point, 
and fall backward on an-
other. Keep paper for people 
who like that. Adapt to dif-
ferent types of users," said 
Ramirez Holmes. 

Figuers also supported 
looking into televising. 

The prospect of some 
kind of internet or television 
connection also raises the 
possibility of helping Zone 7 
work toward a certificate of 
recognition for transparency, 
awarded by the Special Dis-
trict Leadership Foundation. 
DSRSD's move to upload-
ing its meetings to Youtube 
helped the district to qualify 
for the transparency award.

Committee members told 
Duerig that they want to see 
Zone 7 pursue the certificate.

ZONE 7
(continued from page one)

it did so in waves extending 
back from the loudspeaker 
to the very back of Wal-
nut.  The happy noise of the 
citizens slowly gave way to 
absolute silence except for 
the singing of our Anthem.  
It and the fire works were 
enough to take a breath away 
from us all.  Please thank the 
city for its hard work.

And. if I may, I would 
like to extend a concern to 
the city leadership who au-
thorized the sale of a section 
of public street (forward cor-
ner of Walnut/RR Avenue) 
to a few of the upper class 
citizens.  Question:  Who 
would sell a public street to 
selected people in support of 
a local company?  I thought 
the streets were free to us all 
but apparently not.  Please 
tell the city that at least for 
the 4th of July Fireworks, 
let's keep the streets public.  
No more private seating.

Oppose Off-Road 
Expansion
Frank Reardon
McDermott Ranch

My name is Frank Rear-
don and I am part owner 
of a family ranch that is 
very near Carnegie Park. 
My family has been in the 
area for approximately 130 
years. We Homesteaded our 
Ranch in 1914. My Great 
Great Grandfather and Great 
Grandfather both mined in 
Tesla. My Great Grandmoth-
er raised my Grandfather, 
and his brothers in Carnegie. 

The VFW in Tracy is 
named after my Great Uncle 
who died in France in WW1. 

I have seen the destruc-
tion of these beautiful hills 
in the valley at Carnegie 
for decades. Each time I 
drive by the front gates of 
the Park I feel I am seeing 
a dear friend slowly dying 
and there is nothing I can 
do to stop it. I am in total 
and complete opposition of 
the Park expanding into the 
Tesla area. 

There may be an area for 
off road vehicles somewhere 
in California but Tesla is 
not it. There is simply not 
enough topsoil to allow the 

land to bear that type of 
abuse and heal itself. Tesla 
needs to be protected forever 
for all to enjoy without the 
destruction of O.R.V’s. 

The State of California 
should not be at all involved 
in any endeavors that de-
stroy California ranch land.

Fixed Income
Wm. L. Roland
Livermore

Try paying rent in Liver-
more. Put yourself in my 
shoes. I've lived in Liver-
more now for 7 years. My 
rent has gone up $100 every 
year and I am now paying 
$1400 a month on a fixed in-
come of $1500. That leaves 
$100 to pay electric, water, 
and TV and very little for 
food and other bills. Why is 
there no help for veterans, 
seniors or the disabled? 
Livermore has very nice 
homes. But there are folks 
like myself who rent. Why 
is it that other cities care 
and look out for seniors, 
veterans and the disabled? 
Yet not once during the city 
meetings is there anyone in 
the city who cares for all of 
us, not just homeowners. 
There is talk about helping 
the homeless, yet nothing 
about seniors, the disabled 
and veterans who rent.

Keep Downtown 
Vibrant
Maryann Brent
Livermore

Hello Livermore resi-
dents! Now that the huge 
parking space off Railroad 
Avenue is available for a 
new project, what do you 
imagine there? 

Considering that Liver-
more has two national labs 
and more than 50 wineries, 
my hope is that the City will 
fill the space with a conven-
tion center and a hotel large 
enough to host conferences, 
and include rooms for per-
formances, special dinners, 
art exhibits, or even City 
Council meetings as Jeff 
Kaskey has suggested. Such 
a multi-purposed center 
could act as a magnet for 

downtown businesses, and 
encourage even more en-
terprise. 

Let’s keep Livermore 
vibrant and interesting for all 
our residents. Proposals for 
downtown should include 
these kinds of purposes 
rather than row after row of 
condos.

Sunset Vote
Richard Ryon
Livermore 

The Livermore City 
Council voted 5 to 0 to ad-
here to the General Plan and 
denied Sunset Development 
Company’s plan to convert 
its professional offices in 
the Sunset Office Plaza to 
mostly houses. The offices in 
question are at the corner of 
Holmes Street and Concan-
non Blvd.

The planned conversion 
was contrary to the Gen-
eral Plan’s designated land 
use for the area. The Gen-
eral Plan is the blueprint 
for development in the City 
through year 2025. The pro-
posed conversion required 
changes in the General Plan 
designation and changes 
in zoning to coincide with 
the proposed new land use. 
The Council decided to take 
the General Plan seriously. 
Members said they heard no 
arguments why changing the 
General Plan was necessary 
or desirable. The Council’s 
vote overturned the Plan-
ning Commission’s 4 to 1 
approval of Sunset’s plan.

Public testimony appar-
ently helped at least some 
councilmembers to come to 
their conclusions. The over-
whelming majority of those 
who spoke were opposed 
to the planned conversion. 
It was democracy in action.

Sunset Development 
was complimented by the 
Council for working with 
their neighbors to arrive at 
a good plan. The view was 
expressed that the Council 
might rue its decision one 
day; they concluded it was 
nevertheless right to listen 
to the public and to adhere 
to the General Plan.

All five Council members 

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

 John Muir Health is 
now operating the former 
Livermore Medical Clinic at 
87 Fenton Street, Suite 210. 
The office, which opened to 
patients on July 14, has been 
completely remodeled.

Technology at the Liver-
more office has been up-
graded to include John Muir 
Health's electronic health 
record system, which gives 
patients the opportunity to 
manage their health care 
online through MyJohn-
MuirHealth. 

After signing up for the 
free service, patients can 
e-mail their doctor's of-

fice, request appointments, 
request prescription refills, 
download their health record 
and view most lab results. 
The electronic health record 
of patients of the Livermore 
practice will also be avail-
able to physicians at other 
John Muir Health locations 
throughout Alameda and 
Contra Costa counties to 
ensure seamless care.

There are four family 
medicine physicians and a 
physician assistant available 
to see patients, including Dr. 
Richard Kilker, Dr. Rina Ga-
ruda (starting in September), 
Dr. Sonal Aggarwal, Dr. 

Manisha Shingate and Jeff 
Carmack, PA. Office hours 
are Monday-Friday from 
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

"We're pleased to be able 
to offer the same providers 
that patients have been see-
ing at this location, as well as 
additional primary care phy-
sicians to serve the growing 
community in Livermore 
and the Tri-Valley," said 
Lee Huskins, president and 
CAO of John Muir Health's 
Physician Network. "Pa-
tients will now have access 
to more than 400 specialists 
affiliated with our Physician 

Network, as well as access to 
San Ramon Regional Medi-
cal Center and John Muir 
Health's hospitals in Walnut 
Creek and Concord."

John Muir Health is a 
not-for-profit health care 
organization serving patients 
in Contra Costa, eastern 
Alameda and southern So-
lano Counties. John Muir 
Health has partnerships with 
San Ramon Regional Medi-
cal Center, UCSF Medical 
Center and Stanford Chil-
dren's Health. For more 
information, visit www.
johnmuirhealth.com.

John Muir Opens Facility in Livermore
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Peter Tran  
Gas Service Representative  
San LeandrO reSident

It’s very satisfying to be 
able to help the people 
in the community where 
I live. My customers are 
my friends and neighbors, 
and it feels good to 
provide them with safe 
and reliable service.

“

”

At PG&E, our customers are our neighbors. The communities we serve  
as PG&E employees are where we live and work too. 

That’s why we’re investing $5 billion this year to enhance pipeline safety 
and strengthen our gas and electric infrastructure across northern and 
central California. It’s why we’re helping people and businesses gain 
energy efficiencies to help reduce their bills. It’s why we’re focused on 
developing the next generation of clean, renewable energy systems.  

together, we are working to enhance pipeline safety and strengthen  
our gas and electric infrastructure—for your family and ours.

See the FactS  
IN the bay area

Replaced more than 30 miles  
of gas transmission pipeline

Invested more than $2.1 billion 
into electrical improvements

Connected more than 65,000 
rooftop solar installations

See Our PrOgreSS  
in the bay area
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LiveRmORe PODiatRy
Sally Pham, DPM

Podiatrist, Foot & Ankle Surgeon

(925) 455-1555
48 Fenton Street, Livermore

• Geriatric
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Bunions
• Custom Orthotics
• Warts/Fungus/Corns
• Wound Care

• Ingrown Toenails
• Hammertoes
• Sports Injuries
• Laser Treatment
• Broken Bones

For ALL your Foot CAre neeDS

LiverMore PoDiAtry

On-Site X-RaySmart Start  
Creative Learning Center

OPENED  FEB. 2, 2015
Preschool:  

2 Years - First Grade Entry
Now enrolling students:  

Current Openings,  
Summer and Fall Enrollment. 

Call or e-mail for a tour.

(925) 455-0793
www.thesmartstartpreschool.com
smartstartpreschool@gmail.com

ECo-FriEndLy  •  Hands-on •  CrEativE LEarning

Memorials, Burial, 
Cremation,  

Loss Support
189 Contractors Street
Livermore, CA 94551
(925) 344-6135

www.valleypetloss.com

The West Coast Wildfire U16G team dominated at the 
2015 David College Showcase by winning their bracket 
and making it to the semifinals.   The girls played five 
games, 350 minutes and only gave up one goal in 
regulation play.  Pictured is goalkeeper Callie Crain 
blocking a penalty kick in the semi-finals. 

Sculling generally refers 
to a method of using oars to 
propel watercraft in which 
the oar or oars touch the 
water on both the port and 
starboard sides of the craft, 
or over the stern. By exten-
sion, the oars themselves 
are also often referred to 
as sculls when used in this 
manner, and the boat itself 
may be referred to as a scull.

Megan Goodman,  a 
Pleasanton resident,  will 
be going to compete as the 
2015 USA U23 W2X at the 
U23 World Championships 
in Plovdiv, Bulgaria at the 
end of this month. 

She and her rowing part-
ner, Mary Carmack, have 
qualified for the 23 women's 
double sculls event (which 
is what U23 W2X means). 
She and her doubles partner 
are responsible for all costs 
of the costs to travel to and 
compete in Bulgaria. They 
are looking for help from 
the public. 

Megan is currently at-
tending the University of 
San Diego (USD). While 
living in Pleasanton, she 
competed in sports at  Hart 
Middle School and Foot-
hill High School. She also 
played on Pleasanton city 
teams.  

Now she is a rising junior 
on the USD women's row-
ing team. Megan walked-
on to the rowing team in 
San Diego as a freshman, 
after thriving after years 
of athletics through school 
sports. She recalls, "I was 
totally hooked from the 
start, thanks to supportive 
teammates, coaches, and 
family and friends back 
home. I have rowed in 
USD's top varsity 8+ for 
the past two years. Last year, 
we swept the West Coast 
Conference and earned the 
first automatic bid in school 
history to compete in the 
NCAA championships in 

 Oakland A’s catcher Stephen Vogt and his wife, Alyssa, 
have organized their teammates, wives and significant oth-
ers for a one-of-a-kind benefit for special-needs children at 
the School of Imagination in Dublin, July 9 through the 19.  

Those taking part in the on-line auction can bid on an 
autographed Stephen Vogt Bobblehead and other specially 
selected items.

Go to www.VogtFund.org to participate. 
“My wife, Alyssa, and I are so excited to be involved with 

the School of Imagination and Happy Talkers in Dublin. We 
love the ability not only to spend time with but also to help 
these kids feel important every time we get to go there,” 
Vogt says. “School of Imagination helps children with all 
types of disabilities—from autism to social issues—come to 
a school and be accepted for who they are, receive the best 
evaluation and get put into a program that will help them 
eventually get into a public school. We are excited to partner 
with them, and look forward to bringing more support and 
awareness to this school.”

All proceeds from the benefit will go to special-needs 

Phantom Wins 4th 
Tournament

Pleasanton Phantom 14U team 
won its fourth tournament of the 
summer, doing so in Truckee at the 
Capital Sports Association's ASA 
Junior Olympics tournament. 

Phantom beat the Santa Rosa 
Hackers 13-2 in the championship 
game to finish 5-0 in the tournament. 
Corey Bryan pitched the entire game 
and hit a home run. Halle Uhl added 
a 2-run double after sparking a five-
run rally with an earlier RBI single. 
Hannah Schott hit an RBI single, 
while Kate Inman had two RBI. 

Phantom opened Sunday's action 
with a 10-3 semifinal win over the 
Santa Cruz Trouble. Aynslee Roberts 
was the winning pitcher, while Han-
nah Schott's double capped a five-run 
rally. In Saturday's pool-play games, 
Phantom opened with a 9-2 win over 
Trouble, led by Aynslee Roberts' 
pitching and key hits from Sarah 
Layer, Kate Inman, Vanessa Gonza-
lez and Nicole Thornton. 

Phantom's closest game was a 
2-1 win over Pleasant Hill Panthers 
C team. Bridgett Aguilar pitched 
great, and Aynslee Roberts closed 
the game for the save. Halle Uhl, 
Nicole Thornton and Aguilar keyed 
the offense. The Phantom closed up 
Saturday's undefeated run with a 5-2 
win over Pleasant Hill's B team, led 
by Corey Bryan's pitching and the 
offense of Vanessa Gonzalez, Nicole 
Thornton and Sarah Layer. 

4th Win for PVC
The Pleasanton  Valley Swim 

Club raced the Rhonewood Sharks. 
Final score  was Pleasanton Valley 
Swim Club 1085.5 Rhonewood 
Sharks 709.5. This was Pleasanton 
Valley Swim Club's 4th win in a row 
this season.    

The Saturday’s victory was 
accomplished by some of the fast 
following times:

Addison Montoya 22.71 6 and 
under girls 25 yard freestyle; Thatch-
er Douwes 20.90 6 and under boys 
25 yard freestyle

Maylen Montoya 17.39 7/8 girls 
25 yard freestyle; Drew Krekorian 
19.16  7/8 boys 25 yard freestyle

Katie Salonga 35.53 9/10 girls 
50 yard freestyle; Lairde Muse six 
and under boys 25 yard butterfly 
31.03

Olivia King 7/8 girls 25 yard 
Butterfly 22.13; Everett Wogsland  
7/8 boys 25 yard butterfly 25.00

Katie Salonga 9/10 girls 25 yard 
butterfly 17.21; Nathan Bodensteiner 
9/10 boys 25 yard butterfly 18.00

Nick Franzwa  11/12 boys 50 
yard butterfly  30.17; Gavin Wallace 
13/14 50 yard butterfly 32.33

McKenna Harris 15/18 50 yard 
butterfly 30.10; Kate Hopkins 7/8 
girls 25 yard breaststroke 25.17

Eli Morris 7/8 boys 25 yard 
breaststroke 25.61; Maya Morgen-
stern 11/12 girls 50 yard backstroke 
40.52

Brady McMillin 7/8 boys 25 
yard backstroke 22.35; Edwin Sen-
ecal 11/12 boys 50 yard backstroke 
40.24

Allison Earle girls 13/14 50 yard 
backstroke 33.33; Thatcher Douwes, 
Oliver Heide, Paolo Casentini, 
Lairde Muse, Decker Gillette and 
Nick Stephens. 

West Coast Wildfire
The West Coast Wildfire U16 

girls battled through five games this 
weekend to make it to the semi-finals 
at the prestigious Davis Legacy Col-
lege Showcase.  

In bracket play, Wildfire faced off 
first with a tough match against the 
West Coast Footbal Club (WCFC), 
a solid team from Los Angeles.   The 
first half remained scoreless despite a 
handful of attempts on goals by Wild-
fire.   Five minutes into the second 
half, WCFC scored with a long ball 
into the top right corner.   Ten minutes 
later, Wildfire answered with a goal 
from Forward Paola Samaniego.  The 
match ended in a 1-1 draw.

In the second match, Wildfire 
faced San Leandro’s California 
Northstars.  The Northstars proved 
no match for West Coast.  At the end 
of the first half, the score was 3-0 
West Coast.   The Northstars put up 
a good battle in the second half but 
only managed one shot on goal.  The 
game ended a 5-0 win for the Wildfire.

In the final game of bracket play, 
Wildfire met longtime rival, Mustang 
Blast.  In mid-day sun, both teams put 
up a good effort.  The match turned 
into a battle of defenses.  Neither team 
could sink a goal despite Wildfire’s 
numerous offensive assaults.  The 
match ended in a 0-0 draw.   The 
draw gave Wildfire enough points 
to take first in the bracket and earn 
a spot in the quarterfinals.

In the quarterfinals, Wildfire faced 
a newcomer to Northern California, 
Pacific FC.  Both teams battled hard in 
the first half. Wildfire dominated with 
precision passes, possession, and good 
communication.  The match remained 
scoreless at the end of the first half.  
Wildfire stepped up the pressure at the 
start of the second half. Ten minutes 
in, Wildfire’s Savannah Seals got a 
breakaway opportunity and executed 
for the first goal of the match. With 
five minutes remaining in the match, 
Wildfire’s Samaniego scored on an-
other breakaway for the final goal of 
the match.  With a 2-0 win, Wildfire 
moved on to the semi-finals.

Now playing their fifth game of the 
weekend, Wildfire faced the very tough 
and physical Woodland Arsenal team.   
Wildfire came out swinging with two 
shots on goal in the first few minutes.   
The defense also stepped up to prevent 
any serious Arsenal offensive attack.  
Despite Wildfire’s control of the game, 
the first half ended 0-0.   At the start of 
the second half, Wildfire clearly looked 
like the stronger team and dominated 
possession of the ball.  With numerous 
shots on goal that just wouldn’t go in, 
Wildfire was unable to claim victory 
in regulation play.  The match went 
straight to PKs where the Wildfire 
came up short one goal.

 Wildfire’s Goalie, Callie Crain, 
was a standout at the tournament with 
several amazing saves.  And, Wildfire’s 
defensive line only gave up one goal in 
350 minutes of play.  The West Coast 
Wildfire is now on their way to play 
in San Diego’s prestigious Surf Cup.

CYO Cross Country
St. Michael CYO cross country 

team will begin practices for the fall 
season on Sunday, August 16. Meets 
begin September 18 and go through 
October 16. The team is open to all 
children from kindergarten through 
eighth grade who live in Livermore 
or attend St. Michael. All levels of 
running ability and experience are 
welcome. Go to www.smisctrack.org 
for more information or contact Tracy 
Vogler at vogler@alum.mit.edu or 
925-980-2159.

Fall Softball
Livermore Girls Softball Associa-

tion is now accepting registration for 
the Fall Recreational season. This 
season starts in September and ends 
in early November. No prior experi-
ence necessary. To learn more, visit 
LivermoreGirlsSoftball.org or email 
info@LivermoreGirlsSoftball.org.

Fastpitch Players
Mavericks Fastpitch 12U team is 

looking to add players to its roster for 
the remainder of the Summer season 
and into the fall season. For the Sum-
mer season, there are 4 tournaments 
remaining on the schedule, ending late 
August early September. The team is 
looking for players striving to play at a 
higher level. Training is in Livermore, 
and includes both field and indoor 
training sessions. For more infor-
mation refer to the Facebook page: 
Facebook.com/mavericksfastpitch or 
send an email to schedule a tryout to 
mavssoftball121@gmail.com

 
Golf Tournament

Pro-Amigos Golf Tournament 
will be held at the  Sunol Golf Course, 
August 14, 2015. 11a.m. Check-in. 
The  public is invited to participate. 
Proceeds will be used to provide 
humanitarian  services to  depressed 
communities in and around Puerto 
Penasco, Mexico. Primary support is 
to a  women's clinic, an elderly center, 
and a home for children with special 
needs.  Scramble  format, putting 
contest , and longest drive contest. 
$125.00 entry fee. Dinner as well as 
silent and live auctions follow.  $40.00 
for dinner only. Tee sponsors needed 
at $100.00 per tee. For information 
contact Antonio at 925-413-1890 or 
visit:   www.proamigos.org. 

Golf Tournament
Join Sandra J. Wing Healing 

Therapies Foundation on the links 
at Castlewood Country Club on 
Monday, September 21 for their 3rd 
Annual Golf Tournament.  Registra-
tion begins at 10:30 a.m. and the 
shotgun start is at 12:00 p.m.  Awards, 
appetizers and cocktails are at 5:00 
p.m.  Castlewood Country Club is 
located at 707 Country Club Circle 
in Pleasanton.  

Participation will help make a 
difference in the lives of cancer pa-
tients in the Tri-Valley. Registration 
includes a round of 18 holes, awards, 
cocktails and appetizers. Register 
as an individual or as a foursome. 
Sponsorships at four different levels 
are  available.  For more info and to 
register, go to www.healingtherapies-
foundation.org.

children through the Vogt Family Fund for School of 
Imagination. Vogt makes regular visits to the school, teaches 
classes, baseball and hosts the children for batting practice 
and games. 

The School of Imagination’s mission is to bring out the 
extraordinary in every child by providing groundbreaking, 
collaborative and individualized educational, therapeutic, 
and family support services in a nurturing and positive envi-
ronment through the highest-quality inclusion program that 
supports all children, encouraging them to become positive 
influences on society.

“We are so privileged to have the A’s support and Ste-
phen’s dedication to our children,” the Sigman family says. 
“Our kiddos get so much out of their time together. Children 
with autism and disabilities don’t have the same opportuni-
ties as other kids. So when Stephen visits, it’s a chance to 
learn and play in a familiar and comfortable environment, 
with a wonderful person and role model of perseverance. 
He’s an absolute inspiration for our children and families.”

For information contact Mitch Sigman at 925-580-7947 
or mitch@schoolofimagination.org

 

A's Stephen Vogt Hosting On-line Auction 
To Benefit the School of Imagination

Foothill Grad Needs Help in Going to 
World Champions Competition in Bulgary

Pictured are the  2015 USA U23 2X for the U23 World Championships! Mary (on the right) and Megan (on the left).

Indianapolis.
She said, "Rowing at-

tracted me because it's the 
epitome of all team sports. 
Every person in the boat 
is essential to the crew's 
success. The effort and pas-
sion you put into training is 
directly related to your race 
performance. It is so excit-
ing and rewarding to see 
improvements. Plus, being 
on the water at dawn is one 
of the most beautiful times 
of day to workout."

Her road to the world 
event began last summer 
when Megan attended a US 
Rowing national team devel-
opment camp at the Univer-
sity of Virginia. She learned 
to scull. This summer, she 
was selected as one of 20 
athletes from prestigious 
collegiate rowing programs 
all over the country to attend 
the US Rowing U23 national 
team selection camp, held in 
Princeton New Jersey. This 
camp selects the team At the 
selection camp, she met her 
rowing partner Mary Car-
mack, who is a rising senior 
on the Radcliffe women's 
crew team (Harvard Uni-
versity). 

"We decided to enter 
the U.S. trials for the U23 
double (2x) at the end of 
June. After less than two 
weeks training together, we 
won the trials final by over 
6 seconds, which earned us 
a spot on the 2015 U23 USA 
national team."

Since making the team 

in June, the two have relo-
cated from Princeton, where 
the national team trains, 
to the beautiful Craftsbury 
Outdoor Center in northern 
Vermont, where they train 
with other small boats. Me-
gan comments, "We are very 
lucky to be here, training 
with other elite athletes in 
a gorgeous location and be-
ing coached by some very 
knowledgeable and passion-
ate people.

They train 12+ times a 
week, including rowing, 
erging, running, lifting, and 
other types of sport-specific 
exercise, explained Megan. 

She added, "We are so 
excited and feel so fortu-
nate to be able to represent 
the United States at World 
Championships this sum-
mer. We need help to make 
this dream a reality.  Compe-
tition at Worlds, however, is 
entirely athlete funded, and 
between entry fees, transpor-
tation, room and board, and 
equipment rentals, racing in 
an international regatta can 
become quite expensive.

"Support from home will 
allow us to focus in on our 
goal abroad: racing well 
and representing the United 
States the best we can. We 
would love any and all sup-
port in our pursuit of speed. 
Any donation - whether it be 

$10 or $100 - is much appre-
ciated; we wouldn't be able 
to do this without you all."

Go to the Facebook page, 
to find updates on  trav-
eling and racing: https://
www.facebook.com/Mand-
Mdouble

The link to the fund-
raising page: https://www.
rallyme.com/rallies/1881/
u23w2x?fb_ref=Default. 
The page is open until the 
day of the finals, July 26th.
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Stanford Health Care and ValleyCare have partnered. 
Now, shared expertise and collaboration puts the 
best patient-centered care, right here in our 
community. You and your family will have access 
to specialists in every field and advanced treatments 
and technology. It’s a partnership that underscores 
our commitment to giving patients the best care 
available, close to home.

Stanford Heath Care – ValleyCare is proud to serve 
the Tri-Valley.

Discover more at Stanfordhealthcare.org/ValleyCare

Now partners in the Tri-Valley

Proudly Presents

ThE sILVERado Band
Oldies, Classic Rock, Country

Sunday, August 2nd, 4:30pm to 8:30pm
Playing 1st Sunday of Each Month

No Cover Charge
1847 portola ave, Livermore  (925) 456-7100

Park It
East Bay Regional Park District News

It’s hard to overlook the impact of the drought in the East Bay Regional Park District’s 
190,000 acres of grasslands, forests and shoreline. Anyone who has hiked lately has likely 
noticed the dry creeks, the stressed trees, and the parched soil.

Mammals have also been in short supply. Lack of rain has translated to less vegetation 
and less prey for the deer, bobcats, badgers, and myriad other animals that live in our parks. 

However, the parks still yield some great animal-watching activities. Birds and reptiles 
appear to be coping with the drought a bit better than their furry cousins, and can be spot-
ted in every park in the District, from Coyote Hills in Fremont to Big Break in Oakley.

July is a great time to watch young birds learn to fly. Fledgling hawks, robins, turkeys 
and everything in between are testing out their new feathers, squawking at their parents 
for food, and exploring the world beyond their nests.

Juvenile red-tailed hawks are perhaps the most interesting to watch. Unlike the adults, 
which are a sleek reddish brown, the juveniles are mottled white and dark gray, and fluffy. 
They typically stay in the nest until they’re 6 or 7 weeks old before trying their first 
flights, and then stick around another few weeks before departing for good. Red-tailed 
hawks are common in the East Bay and can be found in every park.

Another common inhabitant of our parks is the western fence lizard. As every kid 
knows, fence lizards have bright blue bellies and they (apparently) love to have their 
bellies rubbed. They’re also an important part of the food chain – both as a meal for 
the aforementioned red-tailed hawks and other raptors, but also as major consumers of 
mosquitoes, spiders, ticks, flies and other bugs. They’re often seen basking on rocks and 
logs, and with their patterned brown and tan scales, are a treat to behold.

If you’re lucky, you might come across another blue reptile: the skink. Skinks look like 
shiny, striped lizards, but the juveniles have neon blue tails. Even more bizarre, skinks 
can release their tails to trick a predator, and the tail will keep wiggling while the skink 
wiggles away to safety, eventually growing a new tail.

•        •        •
Bored this summer? The Park District has many opportunities to volunteer for the 

whole family, especially with habitat restoration. Removing non-native and invasive 
plants and replacing them with natives is an ongoing process at the District, and couldn’t 
be accomplished without the help of volunteers. Trail repair, creek stabilization, erosion 
control, fence building and general maintenance are also needed. Here are a few regularly 
scheduled volunteer days:

Crown Memorial State Beach, Alameda: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., last Saturday of each 
month. (510) 544-3171.

Martin Luther King Jr. Regional Shoreline, Oakland: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., second Sat-
urday of each month. (510) 544-3115.

Pt. Isabel Regional Shoreline, Richmond: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., first Saturday of each 
month. (510) 544-3108.

Redwood Regional Park, Oakland. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., first Saturday of each month. Also, 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., second Sunday of each month. Both events meet at Montiero 
trailhead on Redwood Road. (510) 544-3127.

Huckleberry Botanic Regional Preserve, Oakland. 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., second Saturday 
of each month. (510) 544-3112.

Sibley Volcanic Regional Preserve, Oakland. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., third Sunday of each 
month. (510) 544-3112.

If pulling weeds isn’t your cup of tea, the District offers many other volunteer op-
portunities. Docents, safety patrol, park ambassadors, help with wildlife projects and 
working at the Botanic Garden are among the jobs available. Go to www.ebparks.org/
about/getinvolved, email volunteers@ebparks.org, or call (510) 544-2515 to learn more.

•        •        •
Crime is relatively rare in our parks. However, it never hurts to take precautions when 

out on the trails. Here are a few safety tips from the district's police staff:
1. Stay alert and be aware of your surroundings.
2. Bring a friend.
3. Don’t go hiking at night.
4. Don’t wear headphones.
5. Leave valuables at home.
6. Stay on marked trails.
7. Let someone know where you’re going and when you expect to return.
8. If you need help, call 911 or (510) 881-1121.
For up-to-date news, announcements and tips from the Park District police staff, fol-

low them on social media: https://nixle.com/east-bay-regional-park-district-police-de-
partment/, and https://nextdoor.com/agency/ca/oakland/east-bay-regional-park-district/ .

 

Livermore High School 
will reach a major milestone 
in 2016. Livermore High 
School and the Livermore 
High School Alumni As-
sociation are in the process 
of organizing a variety of 
events to mark the school's 
125th year.

They are looking for vol-
unteers to help organize and 
oversee the events. 

Cheryl Perry and Susan 
Canfield, members of the 
Alumni Association, talked 
about what they envision.

Perry said the draft plan 
contemplates a variety of 
events throughout the year, 
not just one day of festivi-
ties. With a multi-event cel-
ebration, many more people 
would be able to attend at 
least one, they point out.

Canfield commented that 
many graduates have stayed 
in the area. "We are hoping 
they will want to become 
part of the planning pro-
cess." 

Among the ideas under 
consideration would be an 
event tied in with homecom-
ing. A golf tournament is an-
other proposal. A tour of the 
high school could include 
a pancake breakfast and a 
5K fun run. The celebratory 
year would end with activi-
ties held around rodeo and 
graduation.

An oversight committee 
is in the process of being 
formed. Among the potential 
members could be repre-
sentatives from the Alumni 
Association, Livermore 
High School, Rotary, the 
Livermore Heritage Guild, a 
Livermore High School stu-
dent, an administrator from 
the district office, Livermore 
Downtown Inc., and the 
Chamber of Commerce.

Plans are to hold a gen-
eral meeting for all those 
interested in volunteering. 
Those attending would be 
assigned to work on sub-
committees that would fully 
plan the various events.

Already onboard to assist 
are Lorraine Spencer, Jason 

Bezis, Cathie Brown, Bob 
and Cheryl Rumberger, and 
Patti Ising. 

Canfield said history is an 
important part of the story 
of Livermore High.   Liver-
more High School artifacts 
are among  the Livermore 
Heritage Guild's collection 
including yearbooks repre-
senting each year. It would 
be fun to be able to display 
the books at the museum 
during the year.

In addition to seeking 
volunteers to work on the 
125th year festivities, the 
Alumni Association is look-
ing for board members. Each 
serves three years with a 
nine year cap. There is one 
meeting a month. Perry com-
mented, "It is a very hands-
on group. We hold events 
each year in order to raise 
money."

The Alumni Association 
was organized following 
the 40th reunion of the class 
of '67. The class donated 
money to the school and 
decided to create a group 
to continue providing fi-
nancial support. A 501 (c)3 
nonprofit was formed. It has 
provided funds for many 
projects, including docu-
ment cameras for classrooms 
lacking them. The Alumni 
contributed money to help 
purchase the new band uni-
forms, purchased the shoes 
and financed a trip by 28 kids 
to a leadership conference. 

Canfield said that one of 
the most rewarding proj-
ects was funding a college 
tour for twelve underserved 
students. One girl told us 
her mother worked two or 
three jobs, she didn't think 

she would be able to go on 
to college. However, after 
meeting someone from a 
similar situation during a 
tour at UC Berkeley,  she  
said now she thought it 
would be possible.

As for the 125th celebra-
tion, Canfield said they are 
looking for participation 
from all classes. 

Those interested in taking 
part in the planning or look-
ing for more information, 
can send an email to either 
sdcanfield@comcast.net or 
cperry415@aol.com.

In discussing the history, 
Canfield and Perry point 
out that school has changed 
dramatically since that first 
building was located where 
the Bothwell Arts Center is 
sited. The main building, at 
the current site, was built in 
1930. During construction 
of the amphitheater in 2007 
workers found a Cold War 
secret. A forklift fell through 
the ground surface revealing 
a tunnel system, part of an 
extensive network of fall out 
shelter bunkers and passages 
built under Livermore and 
the school during the 1950s. 
There are many entrances 
throughout town. 

The most recent addition 
to the high school is the sci-
ence building built in 2009. 
Among additions over the 
years are a theater, baseball 
field, gym, and a student 
union. 

A tour during the 125th 
year celebration would lend 
itself to visiting the various 
facilities and learning the 
background on when they 
were constructed.

LHS Alumni Making Plans to 
Celebrate 125 Years of History
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Opera in  
the Vineyard 

July 19th
LivermoreValleyOpera.org

for info. and tickets

(925) 447-8941 
1356 S. Livermore Ave.
Open 7 Days a week 12-4:30

Livermore Shakespeare
Festival

www.LivermoreShakes.org
OR  (925) 443-BARDTICKETS:

JULY 2  –  AUGUST 2,  2015

on the grounds at
Wente Vineyards Estate Winery 
& Tasting Room
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Livermore Cinemas
ant man (PG13)    12:05 12:50 3:05 3:50 6:05 6:50 9:05 9:50
ant man (PG13)     DBOX 5:35 8:35 3D-DBOX 11:35 2:35 
trainwreck (r)         12:50 3:50 6:50 9:50
miniOns (PG)      11:30 12:10 1:00 1:50 2:30 3:15 
       4:10 4:50 5:40 7:10 8:00 9:30 
terminatOr GenisYs (PG13)     11:20 2:15 6:50 9:50
the GallOws (r)         5:05 7:20 9:55 
insiDe OUt (PG)    11:25   12:10 2:00 2:50 4:40 5:30 7:15     8:10
JUrassic wOrlD (PG13)      1:00 4:00 7:00 9:55
maGic mike XXl (r)       1:10 4:05 7:00 9:55
teD 2 (r)         11:20 4:40 10:00
self/less (PG13)         2:00 7:20
sPY (r)           9:50
Preview JUlY 23:
 PiXels (PG13)  7:00  9:35  PaPer tOwns (PG13)  9:00 
 sOUthPaw (r)  7:00  9:45

** $1 Summer matinee SerieS, 10am every monday and Wednesday**

Thank you 
for making the Hope 100 
Golf Marathon a success!

GOLF MARATHON
HOPE

Supporting Hope Hospice

Thank you 
for making the Hope 100 
Golf Marathon a success!

Many thanks to our sponsors, donors and players for their help in raising more than $144,000 in the 

Hope 100 Golf Marathon. In this unique event, players accepted the challenge to play 100 holes in 

one day to support Hope Hospice. Hope Hospice is a non-profit organization providing 35 years of 

personalized hospice care and bringing hope for a better today. 

Players Committee

Back row left to right: Sam Osman, Jim Berriatua, Alex Grell, Duane 
Grummer, Dan McClennan, Bryan Colteaux, Jim Swansiger, John Capener, 
Mark Naylor, Joe Berriatua, Matt Berriatua, Greg Boudreau, Dave Layton, 
Eric Strain, Aaron Zvanut, Mike Re.  Front Row left to right: Simon Etzel, Steve 
Thompson, Thaddeus Buurkarl, Kenin Wrenn, Jacque Bowman, Tim Hogan, 
Tim Cabral, Jay Jolley, Kevin Re
 

Vicki Brown,  Debra Hunt, Julia Cabral, Kathleen Berriatua, 
Co-Chair, Kathleen Lawrence, Co-Chair, Anne Anderson, 
MaryAnn Wagerman
 

Sponsors and Donors In-kind Donors

Ising’s Culligan 

Steven Kent Winery 

E&J Gallo Winery

Provenance Winery

Diageo

Castlewood Castlettes 

Many thanks to our sponsors, donors and players for their help in raising more than 
$144,000 in the Hope 100 Golf Marathon. In this unique event, players accepted 
the challenge to play 100 holes in one day to support Hope Hospice. Hope Hospice 
is a non-profit organization providing 35 years of personalized hospice care and 
bringing hope for a better today.
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the proposed new home, 
removing her privacy. "I 
don't believe in changing 
the rules in the middle of the 
game and plopping a house 
in someone's backyard," 
Turner said.

Turner also noted that 
with 1000 homes in the 
pipeline, there was no neces-
sity to approve additional 
housing.

Mayor John Marchand 
said that his view of the proj-
ect had evolved over time. 
He said that the city told pro-
ponents of the plan that they 
needed community buy-in. 
The developers did seek 
community buy-in; they 
came up with a plan they feel 
addressed many concerns. 
However, a lot of folks who 
spoke said that they did not 
see a benefit for the com-
munity in the development 
proposal. "Based on that, I 
won't be able to support the 
general plan amendment," 
he declared.

Stewart Gary said that 
when the community voted 
for an urban growth bound-
ary and completed a general 
plan update, certain areas of 
the city were designated for 
high density housing. This 
was not one of them. Not 
every parcel needs to be the 
subject to a general plan 
change in mid-cycle. The re-
quest should be made at the 
time there is a general plan 
update. "I like the proposed 
development plan. However, 
there was not a lot of com-
munity support for it."

He warned people, as 
private property, its use will 
be determined by the owner. 
He suggested that Sunset 
Development go back and 
talk to other possible buyers. 
"We all need to be prepared 
for what will happen," he 
added referring to state-
ments by Alex Mehran that 
the complex would be closed 
in September.

At least one offer for the 
land is on the table. Attorney 
Rosmary Bartsch told the 
council that she had submit-
ted a written purchase offer 
on Monday. She urged the 
council to retain the current 
zoning to allow time to work 
out an amenable purchase 
agreement with the Mehran 
family.

Steven Spedowfski said 
he agreed with Turner and 
Gary regarding comments 
on changing the general 
plan at this time. He, as did 
the other councilmembers, 
praised Sunset Development 
for working with neighbors 
to achieve a plan that they 
felt would be accepted by 
the community. 

The Sunset proposal has 
been controversial from the 
start. In 2012, the company 
began the process of notify-
ing tenants of the impending 
change and submitted a plan 

to the city that included high 
density housing and no of-
fice uses. After that proposal 
was rejected, Sunset contin-
ued to work with neighbors, 
submitting a plan based on 
input provided during sev-
eral workshops.

Livermore Senior Plan-
ner Scott Lee described 
changes made in the plan 
in response to community 
concerns. 

He said that one request 
was for housing comparable 
to that around the site; an-
other was a desire to retain 
some office use; and finally 
a need was expressed to keep 
some of the landscape buf-
fer. In response to the first, 
the housing was designed 
to match the density of the 
neighborhood. An office use 
was added and an open space 
buffer of 50 feet retained 
around all but three lots.

Lee said in Livermore 
the office vacancy rate in 
the first quarter of 2015 was 
16.1%. Future demand for 
office space will be easily 
absorbed by the high number 
of vacancies in the rental 
stock. He added that during 
the next five years, all future 
demand could be success-
fully absorbed and vacancies 
would still remain high. 

Lee said that the devel-
oper would pay $1 million 
in transferable development 
credit fees that would buy an 
estimated 100 acres in North 
Livermore. There would be 
$1.1 million paid into the 
affordable housing fee. No 
affordable housing would be 
built on site. 

Alex Mehran, chairman 
of Sunset Development 
Company, said that the de-
cision had been made to 
ask for rezoning to housing 
as rents and occupancy on 
the site continued to drop. 
"All of Sunset will close on 
September 25, 2015 with the 
exception of one customer. I 
feel the plan presented is the 
best for the property and the 
neighborhood."

He was asked what would 
happen if the housing were 
not approved.

Mehran replied, "We 
would be forced to tear the 
buildings down and wait 
for another day." He did not 
want to keep empty build-
ings, which he said would 
attract the homeless and 
vandalism.

Project Manager Chris 
Truebridge said that the 
40 year old complex was 
not economically viable. 
Changing the use allowed 
for an opportunity to pro-
vide a quality project on an 
infill site. "This is a positive 
example of infill versus 
greenfield. It uses existing 
infrastructure."

Twenty-six speakers 

urged the council to retain 
the current use. Some said 
they had moved to the area 
for its character. "Bringing 
in more people will change 
the area. The company made 
a strategic decision to do 
minimum upkeep and now 
threatens to have an empty 
lot."

Doug Mann, speaking 
for Citizens for Balanced 
Growth, stated, "We believe 
the goal of balancing jobs 
and housing by adding more 
houses to an area that is al-
ready overwhelmingly resi-
dential is not a good one." 
He said rezoning would send 
a message to other property 
owners of the potential to 
do the same. "Rezoning will 
reverberate into the future," 
Mann declared.

Richard Ryon said that 
the property was still func-
tional. It needs new owners 
to operate it. 

Katherine Myers com-
mented, "I don't want to 
see urban sprawl. What we 
need to do is get creative. We 
don't want an over-grown, 
over-populated city. We can't 
spare the water for more 
people."

Of the 9 in favor of the 
project, Dale Kaye, CEO of 
the Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce and of Innova-
tion Tri-Valley, said that 
businesses have said that 
housing is the number one 
concern. Without adequate 
housing, they are having 
trouble recruiting and re-
taining employees. She also 
said that decisions can't just 
be about the people who 
already live here.

SURVEY
(continued from page one)

The San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors will hold a 
public hearing to consider 
the appeal of the adoption 
of a final mitigated negative 
declaration for a proposed 
agreement for disposal of 
waste at Hay Road Landfill 

SF Supervisors to Hear Landfill Appeal
in Solano County.

The Planning Commis-
sion approved the negative 
dec at its on June 1, 2015. 

The appeal was filed by 
the Solano County Orderly 
Growth Committee on June 
30.

An initial evaluation con-
ducted by the San Francisco 
Planning Department de-
termined that the proposed 
project would not have a 
significant effect on the 
environment, and that no 
environmental impact report 

is required. A negative dec-
laration was prepared. 

 Among the issues that the 
appellant believes should be 
addressed in an enviornmen-
tal review are heavy-duty 
trucks making the 155-mile 
round trip to the Hay Road 
Landfill. That will affect 
traffic and air quality.

The Supervisors will ad-
dress the issue at the July 28 
meeting, 3 p.m. at City Hall, 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett 
Place, Legislative Chamber, 
Room 250, San Francisco.

Currently, San Francisco 
dumps its trash at the Al-
tamont Landfill in Alameda 
County near Livermore. San 
Francisco's agreement with 
Waste Management Inc. at 
that facility is expected to 
expire at the end of 2016.

The issue is of interest 

to the City of Livermore, 
because it receives fees from 
waste taken to the Altamont 
Landfill. The fees are used 
to finance environmental 
education programs, the pur-
chase of open space and to 
pay the host city impact fee. 

Written comments should 
be addressed to Angela 
Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, 
City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton 
Goodlett Place, Room 244, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. 

Agenda information on 
the appeal will be available 
for public review on Friday, 
July 24.

 Leisure Sports announced 
that its family of fitness 
clubs ClubSport, Renais-
sance ClubSport, The Studio 
and The Quad has awarded 
a significant donation to the 
Navy SEAL Foundation.

Ralph Rajs, Executive 
Vice President of Operations 
at Leisure Sports  presented 
Navy SEAL Foundation 
Ambassador, Mark Kendall, 
with a check in the amount 
of $20,000. The presentation 
took place on Monday at 
ClubSport Pleasanton. 

The Navy Seal Founda-
tion is the beneficiary of The 
Leisure Sports annual char-
ity drive. The fitness clubs 
kicked off the fundraising 
campaign with Memorial 
Day barbeques, followed by 
special fitness classes, events 
and shirt sales and other 
donation opportunities. The 
drive culminated with July 
4th celebrations.

The Navy SEAL Founda-
tion serves a fundamental 
role within the Naval Special 
Warfare community provid-
ing tragedy assistance for 

families who have lost a 
loved one in training or 
combat – family events and 
support to uphold morale 
and camaraderie; education 
assistance and scholarships 
for active-duty personnel, 
their spouses, and children; 
and preservation of the rich 
history and heritage of these 
elite warriors to ensure their 
contributions are always 
remembered, recognized, 
and documented for future 
generations.

 

Donation to Benefit Navy 
SEAL Foundation



graveside service at Memory 
Gardens Cemetery in Liver-
more.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to Parkin-
son’s Research Foundation.

Earl Martin Thompson 
Earl Martin Thompson 

(Marty) passed away on 
May 27th in Redmond, Or-
egon.

He was born in Ports-
mouth, Virginia on July 
29th, 1954 to Earl and Doro-
thy Thompson.

Marty graduated from 
L i v e r -
m o r e 
H i g h 
S c h o o l 
in 1972 
a n d 
complet-
e d  h i s 
u n d e r -
graduate 
degree at 
Califor-

nia State University, Sac-
ramento.

A skilled craftsman, 
Marty owned several dental 
labs in Sacramento and Or-
egon, as a dental technician 
where he specialized in mak-
ing dental crowns for local 
dentists. Outside of work, 
Marty's passion was build-
ing and flying model aircraft, 
a past time he first shared 
with his father and later 
with many friends across 
the country. As a teenager 
he was a two time winner 
of the Boeing Scholarship 
for model aircraft and win-
ner of the American Model 
Association (AMA) Junior 
Championship and as early 
member of the Oakland 
Cloud Dusters. As an adult 
he continued to compete in 
many model aircraft contests 
in Sacramento, CA and parts 
of Oregon where he won 
many awards. Marty was 
an avid sports fan and loved 
the Raiders, Oakland A's and 
Golden State.

Marty is survived by his 
mother, Dorothy Thompson, 
his sister Barbara Breen, and 
sister and brother-in-law, 
Susan and Douglas Meyer, 
his three nieces, Heather 
Breen, Courtney and Lind-
say Meyer, his long time 
friends Bruce and Arlene 
Hannah, and his good friend 
Carol Haines.

He was preceeded in 
death by his father Earl A. 
Thompson in 2013. 

A private service will 
be held at a later date. Per 
Marty's request, his ashes 
will be spread at a model fly-
ing site in Sacramento, CA.

Darlene Nanette Guest 
Darlene Nanette Guest, 

born July 27, 1966, passed 
away peacefully July 9, 
2015.  

She was surrounded by 
her parents, Barbara and 
Norman Guest, her sisters 
Cheryl Guest-Crane, her 
twin Evelyn Wullner, and 
Julie Bilderback.  She is also 
survived by sister, Audrey 
Guest who is out of the 
country, brothers-in-law and 
many nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

Darlene has been a mem-
ber of the Pleasanton com-
munity since her birth nearly 
49 years ago. Born with se-
vere cerebral palsy she was 
supported by many wonder-
ful, caring people and agen-
cies.  She was a pioneer for 
Supported Living for adults 
with disabilities provided by 
East Bay Innovations.  

In lieu of flowers, please 
send donations in her name 
to East Bay Innovations 
in San Leandro or Hope 
Hospice.  

A celebration of her life 
will be held Saturday, July 
25 at the Veteran’s Memo-
rial Hall, 301 Main Street, 
Pleasanton from 11:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m.

camping, 
working 
out at the 
gym, and 
spending 
time with 
f r i e n d s 
and fami-
ly.  James 
was hard 
working, 
d e d i -

cated, reliable, and put his 
heart into everything he 
did.  He loved his new job at 
Stanford ValleyCare.  James 
had a smile that lit up the 
room. He had a good sense 
of humor, and gave the best 
bear hugs.  James will be 
greatly missed.  

Services will be held at 
The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 1501 
Hillcrest Ave. at 11:00am, 
on Saturday, July 18, 2015. 
Viewing at the church from 
10:00-11:00 am. Burial to 
follow at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery.

Ca l l aghanmor tua ry.
com, Callaghan Mortuary 
925.447.2942

Edward Morey King
July 28,1926-July 10, 2015

 Mr. Edward Morey King, 
Beloved Father and Grand-
father “Entered Into Rest” 
on July 10, 2015 at his home 
in Escalon, Ca.  Mr. King 
was also a former resident 
of Livermore, Ca and Paso 

Robles, 
Ca.   

M r . 
K i n g 
w a s 
born in 
R o c k 
Springs, 
T e x a s 
w h e r e 
he lived 
fo r  30 
y e a r s .  

He married his wife Savilla 
in 1946 and in 1957 they 
moved to California with 
their 7 children.  Mr. King 
was a rancher and worked as 
a Civil Engineer/Land Sur-
veyor for 72 years.  He was 
a beloved family man who 
loved his family more than 
anything and would help 
anyone in need.  Mr. King 
enjoyed watching his chil-
dren and grandchildren play 
sports and would attend each 
of their events whenever he 
could. He loved sharing sto-
ries with his family about his 
childhood and growing up in 
Texas.  Mr. King was an avid 
hunter, enjoyed rodeos, live-
stock shows and was always 
a Cowboy at heart.  He was 
a Mason, as well as a pilot 
and loved taking his family 
whale watching.  

Mr. King is preceded in 
death by his wife Savilla 
King and son John Ches-
ter King.  He is survived 
by his sons Ronnie King 
(Pat) of Dixon, Danny King 
(Jill) of Paso Robles, Ed-
die King(Sue) of Pagosa 
Springs, Co, daughters Gin-
ger Serpa(Joe) of Escalon, 
Brenda Mitchell (Mike) 
of Boise, ID, and Jackie 
King of Santa Margarita, 
grandchildren Danny King 
of Manteca, Ron King of 
Eureka, Jennifer Serpa of 
Danville, Joseph Serpa 
of Escalon, Gina King of 
Modesto, Jeanine Serpa of 
Modesto, Kenneth McAr-
thur (Jennifer) of Gilbert, 
AZ, Wesley King of Los An-
geles, Travis King of Port-
land, OR, Brian King(Kayla) 
of Apple Valley, Neil King 
Rice of Santa Barbara, 14 
great grandchildren and 4 
great-great grandchildren.  
Mr. King is also survived 
by his brother John Thomas 
King of Dallas, Tx.

Friends and Family are 
invited to attend a memorial 
service celebrating Edward 
King’s life on Saturday July 
18th at Deegan Funeral 
Chapel in Escalon at 11am.  
On Monday July 20th at 
12 noon, there will be a 

member. He contributed to 
many social circles and com-
munity organizations includ-
ing the Livermore Chamber 
of Commerce, Rotary Club, 
Knights of Columbus, and 
Portuguese Associations 
across the Bay Area.

To commemorate Tony’s 
life, a viewing will be held 
at Callaghan Mortuary on 
Thursday July 16th from 5-7 
p.m., immediately followed 
by a Rosary. The funeral 
will be held at St. Michael’s 
Parish on Friday July 17th 
at 11 a.m. 

Tony’s family requests 
that gift donations be sent 
directly to the JW House 
(jwhouse.org , 3850 Home-
stead Rd., Santa Clara, CA 
95051).

Sharon Strom
Resident of Livermore
July 6, 1930-June 26, 2015

Sharon was born in North 
Dakota, moved to Water-
town, South Dakota where 
she met and married Ray-
mond Strom  in 1951. They 
moved to Portland, Oregon, 
where their daughter Brenda 
was born and then to El 
Paso, Texas, where Ray was 
a ‘rocket scientist’ at White 
Sands Missile Range, and 
her two sons, Michael (who 
preceded her in death in No-
vember 2014) and Jeffrey of 
El Paso, Texas, were born.  

She lived in El Paso for 
61 years, in the same house, 

before she 
moved to 
be close 
t o  h e r 
daughter 
a n d  h e r 
f a m i l y 
in Liver-
m o r e , 
i n  M a y 
of 2013. 
She  en -

joyed being a resident of 
Heritage Estates and the 
ability to spend time with 
her grandchildren and  6 
great-grandchildren. She 
especially enjoyed going 
to her grandson’s house 
to watch Dallas Cowboys 
football and was blessed 
to be able to meet her 6th 
great-grandchild who was 
born in January. Her family 
was very important to her 
and she had opportunities 
to visit with them often 
and even her grandson and 
family who lived in Penn-
sylvania when they came to 
visit. On Mother’s Day, this 
year she was able to travel 
to San Antonio, Texas to see 
her grandson graduate from 
college and visit with all her 
Texas relatives. Her son and 
her daughter were with her 
when she passed away on 
June 26th .

The love of her life, Ray-
mond, passed away in April 
of 1996 and was buried at 
Fort Bliss National Cem-
etery, where Sharon was laid 
to rest with him, "together 
forever," on July 3rd, 2015.

Friends and family are 
invited to a Memorial Ser-
vice for Sharon at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, 
1020 Mocho St. Livermore, 
CA  94550 on July 25, 2015 
at 11am.  Memorial dona-
tions can be made to Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church.

James Malachi Linnell
James Malachi Linnell, 

27, was born in French 
Camp, CA, and entered into 
eternal peace in Livermore, 
CA on July 10, 2015.  He 
is survived by his parents, 
Cal Linnell, Dawna Piazza, 
his step-father Mike Piazza, 
brother Jacob Linnell, step-
siblings, Michael Piazza Jr., 
Michelle Cook, Matthew 
Piazza, Mark Piazza, his 
grandparents, and numerous 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

James graduated from 
Livermore High School in 
2005.  He enjoyed hiking 
Brushy Peak, video games, 
reading, movies, writing 
stories and poems, drawing, 

children to Livermore, 
where they became engaged 
citizens in the small but 
growing community. They 
were one of nine couples 
that founded the Livermore 
Valley’s first Jewish organi-
zation, Congregation Beth 
Emek. Esther served as pres-
ident of the sisterhood, ran 
Sunday School classes, and 
started the temple’s Israeli 
dance group. With a friend, 
she opened Livermore’s 
first used clothing store, Ye 
Royal Exchange. She was 
also an active member of 
the Valley Democratic Club.

In 1986, Ken and Esther 
moved to Walnut Creek, 
where they won many local 
bridge tournaments. Es-
ther enjoyed playing tennis 
and she was active in the 
Contra Costa chapter of 
the National Council of 
Jewish Women. She en-
joyed two different Great 
Books groups, traveling to 
the Ashland Oregon Shake-
speare Festival annually and 
discussing the Old Testa-
ment, the New Testament, 
the Dao De Jing, and the 
Jewish philosopher Martin 
Buber. Esther and Ken took 
their hybrid car on many 
cross-country trips, visiting 
family in Texas and attend-
ing the National Storytelling 
Festival in Tennessee.

Esther’s family remem-
bers her lively energy and 
love for learning, her home-
cooked dinners, with heap-
ing bowls of Matzo Ball 
soup and endless trays of 
cookies; her impromptu 
stories, which were both 
funny and thoughtful; and 
the love and attention she 
showed to everyone she met. 
Her favorite holiday was 
Passover, a time large meals 
were preceded by active dis-
cussions about the meaning 
of freedom and concluded 
with rousing songs.

Memorial Services will 
be held this Sunday, July 
19th at 3pm, at Temple Isa-
iah, 945 Risa Road, Lafay-
ette.

Jose Antonio 
(Tony) De Sousa
Resident of Livermore
May 6, 1940-July 10, 2015

Tony De Sousa passed 
away after a battle with heart 
disease last Friday. His self-
less and joyful spirit will be 
remembered by all those he 
touched.

Tony was born on May 
6, 1940 on the Portuguese 
island of São Miguel in the 

city of 
P o n t a 
Delga-
da. He 
was the 
6th and 
young-
e s t 
child of 
A n t o -
nio and 
A n g e -
lina De 

Sousa. He married Gisela 
Paz in 1963 in his home-
town and then immigrated 
to California in 1964. After a 
brief stay in Daly City, Tony 
set his roots in Livermore. 
Tony was the owner and 
manager of Purity Cleaners 
from 1965 until 2009. While 
leading the successful clean-
ers, Tony was loved and 
revered by his employees 
and clients. 

Though Tony was proud 
of his “American Dream” 
success story, he was most 
boastful of his family. Tony 
is survived by: Gisela, his 
tireless wife of 52 years, 
sons  Roger and Michael, 
daughter  Giselle, son-in-
law  George and daughter-
in-laws  Gina and Vi. Tony 
played a huge role in his 
grandchildren's lives. Mario, 
Anthony, Jasmine, Alyssa, 
Angelina, and Rosa learned 
how to love and laugh from 
their “Vavô”. Tony’s 3rd 
grandson is due this month.

Tony was an amazing 
father, husband, friend, en-
trepreneur, and community 

les-Li), mother (Elisabeth 
Plooy), brother (Cornelius 
Plooy), sisters-in-law (Dr. 
Maryann Novales-Li and 
Betty Plooy), her most cher-
ished and adoring nephew 
(Enrique Angelo), nieces 
(Rosa Angelica and Maria 
Enriqueta), and the “special 
ones” (Sebastian, Sabina, 
Hans, Papi, Lex, Karl, Sam, 
and Jake).

For all those who knew 
her, Ingrid has the remark-
able qualities of character 
for which human beings are 
most admired.  Her love of 
animals, dedication to fam-
ily, work ethics, passion, and 
tireless commitment were 
hallmarks of the ways in 
which she approached life 
and living. 

She and her husband 
were like “two peas in a 
pod," who did everything 
together, since the two of 
them were each other’s lives.  
They loved to travel, and 
even had plans to go on a 
pilgrimage to Lourdes this 
year.  As kindred spirits, they 
shared a passion for explor-
ing new places, and together, 
they had travelled to many 
countries in Europe, Asia, 
and the Americas. They 
were most especially fond 
of Amsterdam, Manila, and 
Oxford, where they shared 
family or educational con-
nections.  

Ingrid was also a sports 
car enthusiast, which was 
a passion that she got from 
her father, and started when 
she had her hands on the 
steering wheel of a V8. 
She took great care of her 
two Porsches--- a Boxster 
and a 911, and even had a 
name for each of their cars. 
Every morning, she takes 
her Boxster out for a drive, 
which gives her comfort to 
start the day.  She also served 
as a board member of a local 
chapter of the Porsche Club 
of America. 

Ingrid’s approach to life 
was to make every day mat-
ter.  She gave her best, every 
time, for there was no other 
way. She spent it with loved 
ones (the human and furry 
kind) and enjoyed life to 
the fullest.  If my wife were 
to speak to us today, she 
would remind us to live in 
vertical time, and to be kind 
to animals. 

Visitation will be held 
from 5 -9 p.m. on Friday, 
July 17 at St. Michael Catho-
lic Church’s Convent Cha-
pel, located at 375 Maple 
St, Livermore, CA.  Funeral 
mass will be held at the same 
chapel on Saturday, July 18 
at 1 p.m., with the burial to 
follow at St. Michael Cem-
etery (3885 East Avenue, 
Livermore, CA).

Esther Meshul Trigger
An East Bay resident for 

more than half a century, 
Esther spent her final year 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, where 
she passed away peacefully 
in her sleep at age 92 on 

Sunday, 
June 14, 
2015.

E s -
t h e r 
was the 
beloved 
wife of 
K e n -
n e t h 
Trigger 
fo r  69 

years; the loving mother 
of Minette (Isac), Victor 
(Suzette), Jeff (Kathy), 
and Jack (Jenny); the ador-
ing grandmother of eight 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren; and a cher-
ished aunt for many nieces 
and nephews.

Esther was born in a 
small village near Pinsk, Po-
land, in the spring of 1923. 
The youngest of four Meshul 
children, she immigrated to 
Chicago with her family at 
age 9. The Meshuls moved 
to Los Angeles, where Es-
ther became the first in the 
family to attend college, 
graduating from UCLA with 
a teaching credential. At a 
USO event she met Ken, 
also from Chicago, and they 
were married in 1946.

Esther taught elementary 
school while starting a fam-
ily with Ken as he earned his 
Ph.D. at Stanford and began 
a career in nuclear physics. 
In 1958, Ken and Esther 
brought their four young 

In Memory of 
Robert Lee Buller
May 17, 1933-June 13, 2015

Robert L. Buller 82, for-
merly of 
Lincoln, 
died Sat-
u r d a y 
June 13, 
2 0 1 5 . 
Born in 
U t i c a , 
N E  t o 
Leo and 
H e l e n 

(Bjerrrum). Retired to Pleas-
anton, CA ten years ago.

Preceded in death by 
his parents and survived by 
his wife Juliana, children, 
Patricia Rhodes Powles, Jac-
queline Kixmiller, Thomas 
Inbody; grandchildren, great 
grandchildren; brothers; 
sisters nieces and nephews.

Funeral service was held 
10am, Tuesday, June 23, 
2015 at Lincoln Memorial 
Funeral Home 6800 S. 14th 
St. Lincoln Nebraska. Me-
morials to the Pink Sisters or 
the VA (Martinez, CA) Trau-
matic Brain Injury Program.

Carol DelVecchio 
Bolling 

Carol DelVecchio Bol-
ling passed away on June 26, 
2015 at the age of 82. Mar-
ried for 52 years to Walter, 

she was 
also the 
mother 
of Tim-
o t h y , 
Chr i s -
topher, 
C a r o l 
( S t a r -
k e y ) , 
lov ing 

sister of Henrietta Black and 
Paul DelVecchio, and proud 
grandmother of Chase, Isa-
bella, Briana and Lily.

Carol, a registered nurse, 
dedicated her life caring for 
others, and in her caring she 
touched the lives of many.

A Memorial Mass will 
be held on Thursday, July 
16, 2015 at 10 a.m. at St. 
Augustine Church, 3999 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, 
(925-846-4489)followed by 
a reception.

Walter, his sons, daugh-
ter, and grandchildren would 
like to thank family and 
friends for their kind and 
loving support over the 
years of Carol’s illness. We 
welcome your warm em-
braces, smiles, and laughter, 
and look forward to sharing 
the memories of a beautiful 
and caring soul.

Memorial donations to 
American Parkinson Dis-
ease Association are sug-
gested: http://www.apdapar-
kinson.org

Ingrid Plooy 
April 20, 1960 -July 7, 2015
Resident of Livermore, 
California

Ingrid Plooy passed away 
quietly and peacefully at 
a local hospital, with her 
husband by her side, on July 

7, 2015.   
Her death 
was sud-
d e n ,  a s 
o c c a -
sioned by 
a cerebral 
h e m o r -
r h a g e 
that was 
b rought 
a b o u t 

by an aneurysm.  She was 
55 years old, a resident of 
Livermore, and the only 
daughter of Pieter and Elisa-
beth Plooy.  She graduated 
from California State Uni-
versity (East Bay) with bac-
calaureate and post-graduate 
degrees in Molecular Biol-
ogy. She and her husband, 
Dr. Philipp Novales-Li, 
have been together for close 
to eighteen years. For the 
past three decades, she has 
worked in the biotechnol-
ogy space, and at the time of 
her death, she operated her 
own business, as Managing 
Director of NovaRegis.

She was preceded in 
death by her father (Pieter 
Plooy) and mother-in-law 
(Angelita “Lally” Novales-
Li).  She is survived by her 
husband (Dr. Philipp Nova-
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Obituary/ 
Memoriam Policies

Obituaries are published in 
The Independent at no charge.  There is a small 

charge for photographs in the obituaries.
Memoriam ads can also be placed in The 

Independent when families want to honor the 
memories of their loved ones. There is a charge for 

memoriam ads,based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to  
editmail@compuserve.com
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Redesigning Your Kitchen 
as the Heart of Your Home

By Cher Wollard
Today’s homebuyers are likely to view home as a sanc-

tuary, a place to cocoon with family, entertain friends and 
recharge from the pressures of the world.

So, naturally, they want their homes to be comfortable, 
beautiful and restful. 

“Spa-like” is the word many designers are using.
The kitchen, far from being a room walled off from the 

centers of activity, is the heart of the home. So homeown-
ers – some with a view to selling in the future -- are making 
their kitchens “homier.”

“Today's kitchens are where people congregate,” ac-
cording to a report by Better Homes and Gardens. “Spa-
cious kitchen islands, banquettes, better technology, and 
integrated offices give families space to hang out, work, 
and dine in one central space.”

To accomplish this transformation, more homeowners 
are remodeling their kitchens. 

According to a report from RnRMarketResearch.com, 
demand for home remodeling is expected to rise 6.6 percent 
in the United States over the next two years, with 80 percent 
of this demand for new kitchens.

Here are some tips for making your kitchen homier:
· Change the layout.  Designers are moving away 

from one long continuous line of counters around the pe-
rimeter of a room, perhaps with a single utility island in the 
middle, to kitchens with freestanding elements: dual islands 
set side-by-side or back-to-back, areas for congregating as 
well as for cooking.

 “As the kitchen has evolved into a type of living room, 
islands have become a popular feature because of their ver-
satility,” according to Better Homes and Gardens. “They can 
serve as the primary work space, a secondary work space, 
extra storage, or a spot for multiple cooks to spread out.”

• Get comfy. The rest of the home has been becoming 
less formal, with furnishings designed to be comfortable and 
inviting, over the past decade. Now kitchens and bathrooms 
are catching up. 

In fact, the hottest trend in bathroom design is the return 
of soaking tubs, including old-fashioned clawfoot tubs set 
in the middle of a bathroom or even a bedroom, according 
to Details.com.

Instead of separate dining rooms, the trend is toward 
larger kitchens with space for dining. Old tables or tables 
made of reclaimed wood are being paired with contemporary 
chairs and benches for a fresh look.

• Go for cabinets that are both functional and beautiful. 
The style should work with the rest of the house. Painted 
Mission-style or European flat-front cabinets give a sleeker, 
more contemporary vibe. If you prefer a warmer, more tra-
ditional look, go with flat-front cabinets in natural woods 
or veneers. 

• You don’t have to choose between classic woods and 
contemporary metals – combine them. Some of the top 
designers are using metal trim on wood cabinets or combo 
butcher-block and copper or zinc countertops, or stainless 
steel appliances paired with pale driftwood flooring.

• No more beige, beige and more beige. For walls and 
cabinets, try black and white or black and gray with pops of 
“fruity” colors like blueberry, orange, lime, peach or apricot.

• Add artistic touches, such as statement light fixtures, 
glass features, and keeping the style consistent with the 
rest of the house.

• Instead of faux finishes and reproductions of vintage 
items, try finishes with texture and real vintage items – any-
thing from crystal chandeliers to Pop-Art plastic laminates 
in bright, primary colors. Display cookbooks and favorite 
objects you have collected over time.

• If your dual-pane windows and sliders aren’t wood-
trimmed, try painting the sashes black or another dark color 
to “frame” view and help bring the outdoors in.

• Granite is still the most in-demand material for 
countertops, but other materials are gaining in popularity: 
quartz, marble, natural-finish woods, stainless steel, copper, 
recycled glass, sintered stone and concrete, to name just a 
few. And don’t be afraid to use two different materials for 
different areas of your kitchen. For example, you might want 
stainless, with it’s hygienic qualities for your food-prep area 
and wood or marble for your baking area. Just make sure 
the colors work together. Or one material for the contiguous 
countertops and another for the island.

• Backsplashes to add color, compliment countertops 
and cabinets, and tie the room together. Backsplashes do 
not have to “match” your countertops. In fact, the trend is to 
go with small vertical tiles made of glass or porcelain that 
pick up the colors in your flooring, cabinets and countertops.

• Convenience is key: LED lighting, motion- or touch-
sensor cabinets, pullout cabinets, mutli-layer drawers, 
automatic faucets. Instead of trash compactors, slide-out 
cabinets with space for dual trash cans – one for recyclables.

• Universal design. If you hope to age in place in your 
home, or if anyone in your household has special needs, 
you may want to consider designing your new kitchen with 
features that make it manageable for people of all ages and 
abilities. Wide passageways, pull-out storage, D-shape 
hardware, single-level faucets, task lighting and wall-mount 
sinks can be attractive as well as practical. 

• Green flooring. Not the color green, but flooring made 
of sustainable materials. Tile and vinyls are still popular, 
but flooring options for kitchens include everything from 
bamboo and cork, to reclaimed wood or classic American 
hardwoods such as oak, hickory, maple and heart pine. In 
fact, you can even find tile and vinyl made to look like wood.

• Appliances are getting smarter, and so are the home-
owners who upgrade with convenience in mind. Refrigera-
tors don’t just dispense ice and water anymore, they can 
also be programmed for remote-control operation, and some 
have built-in digital broadcast systems for TV and FM radio. 
Some stovetops can retract into the surface to be flush with 
your countertop when not in use. Secondary under-counter 
refrigeration units provide temperature-controlled wine 
storage,  beer dispensing or ice making.

• Appliances are getting more colorful. According to This 
Old House, “Stainless steel might never go out of style, but 
it's sure losing some steam against this year's bright appli-
ance hues.” One new option: floating-glass front panels in 
a variety of hues. Another: color-infused stainless steel. Oh, 
and black and white are back in fashion.

Finally, the biggest trend in kitchens may be to continue 
them outside. The yard as outdoor living space has been a 
trend for quite some time now, and it appears to be getting 
stronger.

Homeowners prefer outdoor kitchens, living rooms and 
meditation gardens to traditional yards.

If your indoor kitchen is at the back or side of the house, 
it’s easy to create seamless transitions to an outdoor eating 
or cooking area. Plus, you’ll feel more connected to the 
outdoors even when you’re inside.

If you are thinking about remodeling to add value and 
make your home more attractive to future buyers, or you 
just need a referral to a contractor, contact your local Real-
tor today.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices, Drysdale Properties, in Livermore.

are to be commended.

Don't Change 
Livermore
Tania Panarello 
Livermore

Every week, I read letters 
from Livermore residents 
voicing their concerns about 
the direction of growth for 
our great hometown. I am 
in agreement with many of 
these people to do just that 
-- maintain the small home-
town feel of Livermore.

In 1993, I moved out of 
Livermore because it was 
"a little hick town" with not 
much to do. Since then, I 
have lived in Dublin, back 
to Livermore (1994-1999), 
downtown Walnut Creek, 
Lake Mary (Orlando area/
FL), then back again to 
Livermore in 2005 with my 
husband, two boys and our 
dog. Do you see a pattern? 
I kept returning to Liver-
more because it was a more 
desirable place to live and, 
ultimately, raise a family. 
To date, since my first move 
out of town, many appealing 
recreational and business 
establishments have been 

(continued from page 4) added. Costco, Target, Big 5, 
Trader Joe's, In-N-Out, and 
other chain stores are useful 
to have in town, with many 
personable folks who work 
at those places. Our family 
also appreciates the friendly 
faces we encounter at indi-
vidual businesses, like Fan-
tasy Books & Games, Café 
Art, Vienna Salon, Demetri's 
Taverna, Terra Mia, Swirl 
on the Square, Livermore 
Optometry, and others. We 
take our boys to see movies 
at both theaters in town; as 
a former employee at the 
Vine when in high school, 
I am thrilled to see how 
they have revived the Vine, 
creating such an awesome 
venue to show independent 
films, or classic movies like 
Raiders of the Lost Ark. 
Thomas Coyne Winery was 
our favorite winery to visit, 
even after they moved to 
Research Drive. Thomas 
and Emilie were always so 
engaging and knowledge-
able; Thomas will be dearly 
missed.

Things I do not like about 
Livermore: empty build-
ings with wasted potential; 
construction of monstrous/
taller homes with little or 

no yards (why the increase 
in childhood obesity? -- not 
every family can afford to 
participate in sports); talk 
of rezoning Sunset Business 
Plaza and downtown Lucky 
center/parking lot; sprinklers 
on every day at the greenbelt 
across the street from us, 
when Livermore residents 
are expected to severely 
restrict our own water usage 
(which has slowed to a trick-
le). The last time we washed 
our vehicles was maybe...
two years ago? Brown is the 
new green, dirty is the new 
clean....

Hope for Livermore: I 
whole-heartedly agree with 
Marcus Libkind and all the 
other Independent read-
ers who have spoken out. 
Please, Mayor Marchand 
and City Council: Liver-
more does not need another 
theater, BART station, taller 
buildings or hotels down-
town. We need to preserve 
what we have and avoid 
becoming another Dublin, 
Walnut Creek, or Lake Mary. 
Appreciate "Living for More 
in Livermore" and embrace 
our heritage, what makes 
us different, what makes us 
special. Create more envi-

ronmentally-and-drought-
friendly recreation areas for 
families, and update existing 
parks and playgrounds to 
include more activities for 
preteens and teens.

My childhood best friend 
and I have both lived in other 
cities, and we have both cho-
sen to return to our home-
town to raise our children 
-- that should say something 
about the fondness we have 
for Livermore. Please don't 
take that wonderful, secure 
feeling away from future 
generations.

Livermore Planning
William Zagotta 
Livermore

The Livermore City 
Council is about to take 
action to develop the old 
Lucky shopping center site.  
This area should become 
a jewel in the crown of 
our downtown.  Ask them 
to make that area a major 
asset to our town and our 
downtown.  

The purpose of this let-
ter is to encourage the city 
council to: "Make No Small 
Plans." This is an opportu-
nity to make Livermore an 
even greater place.

granted. Under EcoRestore, 
the restoration of the 30,000 
acres will be well underway 
by 2018. Brown has said he 
wants substantial progress 
on it by the time he leaves 
office.

Originally, the Brown 
administration wanted the 
BDCP, thinking that its 
40-year conservation plan 
would persuade regulatory 
agencies to issue a 50-year 
permit for pumping. How-
ever, after regulatory agen-
cies checked in, it became 
clear to the state Depart-
ment of Water Resources 
(DWR) that there would be 
no chance at obtaining a 50-
year permit, said DWR di-
rector Mark Cowin, who met 
with reporters in a telephone 
news conference July 13.

Cowin said that while 
there are other strategies 
as part of the overall Cali-
fornia Water Action Plan, 
including conservation and 
underground basin stor-
age, the twin tunnels proj-
ect must be done. Without 
it, there would be reverse 
stream flows, as there are 
now, which impact endan-

gered species such as the 
Delta smelt and the Long-fin 
smelt. 

By bypassing the Delta, 
pumping would be changed 
during the important life 
periods for the fish. DWR is 
under strict limits from the 
Bureau of Fish & Wildlife. 
It would fail to obtain a per-
mit for pumping if it could 
not meet the standards for 
a permit as required by the 
Endangered Species Act.

Curing the problem 
with the tunnels and related 
equipment will increase 
the number of days that 
Delta water can be accessed 
by state water contractors, 
Cowin said. Furthermore, 
the state would not be taking 
water in dry periods, if salt-
water intrusion from San-
Francisco Bay were an issue 
at those times. Salty Bay 
water intrudes into the Delta 
when there is not enough 
fresh water from mountain 
rivers to keep it out.

Zone 7 Water Agency is 
a state water contractor, and 
counts on the Delta for 80 
percent of its water. Some of 
the water the agency stores 

DELTA
(continued from page one)

in the underground comes 
from the Delta at times when 
the state is free to release it. 
Not being able to access it 
means lost opportunities to 
bring in that water.

The Zone 7 board is on 
record as supporting the old 
plan, known as the Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan (BDCP), 
because fixing the Delta is 
considered important to the 
Valley's water supply. 

Splitting the old plan 
will not affect the cost of 
the capital facilities -- tun-
nels and pumping facilities. 
They remain at about $16 
billion, said Cowin. He also 
said that water will continue 
to grow more expensive as 
the demand increases as the 
result of state population 
expansion and such impacts 
as climate change negatively 
affecting supplies.

The public may comment 
about the EIR until 5 p.m. 
Aug. 31. Comments should 
be addressed to BDCP/
WaterFix Comments, PO 
Box 1919, Sacramento, CA. 
95812. They also may be 
e-mailed to BDCPCom-
ments@icfi.com.

There also will be two 
public meetings about the 
revised EIR. The first will be 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. July 28 
at the Sheraton Grand Sac-
ramento Hotel. The second 
will be from 3 to 7 pm. at 
the Jean Harvie Senior and 
Community center, 14273 
"River Road, Walnut Grove.

Restore the Delta and a 
coalition of advocates for 
the San Francisco Bay-Delta 
took issue with  the revised 
Delta Tunnels project.  

They noted that tunnel 
boosters have rebranded the 
project “CA Water Fix” and 
“CA Eco Restore,” though it 
will do neither.

During a teleconference 
the point was made that 
repackaging of the water 
export tunnels will waste up 
to $60 billion dollars without 
creating any new water, 
won’t help desperate com-
munities during the drought, 
or fund innovative water 
conservation, stormwater 
capture, or water recycling 
projects that cities are eager 
to build for resilience in a 
changing climate.

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Play equipment added to the fun (top photo), while in the lower photo, the lawn at the park is filled with colorful 
camping gear.



The Independent, JULY 16, 2015 - PAGE 11

KRISTY PEIXOTO 
AND COMPANY
Estates, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 251-2536
kpeixoto@rockcliff.com
Estatesandranches.com
CalBRE #01256255

RESERVED FOR YOUR 
AD. FOR INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL 243-8001

Marina Guevorkian
RE/MAX Hall of Fame
Certified Negotiation Expert
(925) 640-8824
www.SellingLivermore.com
mguevorkian@yahoo.com

CalBRE 01390611 Accord

SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

 sabrina.bascom@bhghome.com
Cal BRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account 
Representative At (925) 243-8001

DRE#01254257

Over Two Decades of Experience!

Gene Williams  
REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325
www.WilliamsReGroup.com 

Cindy Williams 
REALTOR®, CRS & GRI

(925) 918-2045

Professionals Choice 
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading 
Real Estate Professionals & Services

Mike Fracisco
(925) 998-8131 

Residential • Commercial • Property Mgmt
Fracisco Realty & Investments

www.MikeFracisco.com
REALTOR®CalBRE #01378428

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

               

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

www.GreciGroup.com

BRE#01323804 BRE#01707140 

GRIGRI

Cristina Kaady
REALTOR®

www.cristinakaady.com 
1983 Second St, Livermore
CalBRE#01402000

510.517.8958
925.824.4805

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

CalBRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM
Specializing in 

Livermore’s  
Finest Homes

Top Producing Livermore  
Realtor since 1999

www.IvyLoGerfo.com
(925) 998-5312

Ivy CalBRE#01267853

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

DONNA  
GARRISON
925.980.0273

SUSAN  
SCHALL

925.519.8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
FabulousProperties.net

CA BRE Lic. # 01395362, 01735040, 01964566

925.784.2870
www.rebeccalevans.com

Rebecca L. Evans
Team Evans Excellence in Real Estate

Livermore Valley Expert
CalBRE # 01498025

Rosanne Hoffman
925.890.4416 | rhoffman@venturesir.com

HomesAboutTheBay.com

 REALTOR®  CA Lic. # 01960359

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

Cal BRE
#01709171

Pam Cole  
CalBRE#01291147

(925) 337-2461
pam@pamcole4homes.com
www.PamCole4Homes.com

2014 Achievement Award – Top 100 Agents

1686 Second Street 
Livermore, CA 94550

e

apr.com

Karen Crowson
REALTOR®

925.784.6208
kcrowson@apr.com
KarenCrowsonHomes.com

Jo Ann Luisi
REALTOR®

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
JoAnnLuisi.com

Kim Ott
REALTOR®

510.220.0703
kim@kimott.com
KimOtt.com

Leslie Faught
REALTOR®

925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
LeslieFaught.com

Dan Gamache
REALTOR®

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
TriValleyHomeSearch.com

Judy Turner
REALTOR®

925.518.3115
jturner@apr.com
apr.com/jturner

Maureen Nokes
Broker Associate

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
apr.com/mnokes

Sally Blaze
REALTOR®

925.998.1284
sblaze@apr.com
apr.com/sblaze

Cherie Doyle
REALTOR®

925.580.2552
cdoyle@apr.com
apr.com/cdoyle

Mark Kotch
REALTOR®

925.989.1581
markkotch@apr.com
MarkKotch.com

Kelly King
REALTOR®

510.714.7231
lkking@apr.com
apr.com/lkking

Linda Futral
Broker Associate

925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
LindaFutral.com

Kat Gaskins
REALTOR®

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
KatGaskins.com

Linda Goveia
REALTOR®

925.989.9811
lgoveia@apr.com
apr.com/lgoveia

Gail Henneberry
REALTOR®

925.980.1900
ghenneberry@apr.com
apr.com/ghenneberry

Diane Smugeresky
REALTOR®

925.872.1276
diane@apr.com
HomeBuyerSearch.com

Elizabeth Hall
REALTOR®

925.250.0730
ehall@apr.com
LizHallRealty.com

Sylvia Desin
REALTOR®

925.413.1912
sdesin@apr.com
apr.com/sdesin

Marti Gilbert
REALTOR®

Blaise Lofland Real Estate Group

925.216.4063
mgilbert@apr.com

Tim McGuire
REALTOR®

925.463.SOLD
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcGuire.net

Anni Hagfeldt
REALTOR®

925.519.3534
anni@apr.com
AnniHagfeldt.com

Gina Huggins
Broker Associate

925.640.3762
ghuggins@apr.com
apr.com/ghuggins

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 
ON PLACING LEGAL 

NOTICES  IN THE  
INDEPENDENT

 Call  925-243-8000                                           

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 506417-20

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1)The Steven 
Kent Winery (2)SKM Cellars 
(3)Lineage Wine Company 
(4)Steven Kent Portfolio, 
5443 Tesla Road, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
SKRLV, LLC, 5443 Tesla 
Road, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Steven Mirassou, Mem-
ber
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 24, 2015. Expires 
June 24, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3824.  Published July 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2015. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 506301
The following person(s) doing 
business as: iLushess Lash-
es, 2774 Livermore Outlets 
Dr., Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
iLushess Cosmetics Ltd. Li-
ability Co., 915 St. Andrews 
Dr., Unit H, Valley Springs, 
CA 95252
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Yolanda Trevino, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 22, 2015. Expires 
June 22, 2020.

The Independent Legal No. 
3825.  Published July 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 506280
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: Allied 
Brokers Real Estate, 1080 
Concannon Blvd, #150, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Daniel Arthur Passannante, 
2394 Alsace Court, Liver-
more, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 6/25/2010.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Daniel Arthur Passan-
nante
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 22, 2015. Expires 
June 22, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3826.  Published July 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2015.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
OF ESTHER A. KOLB

#RP15775862

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF 

ALAMEDA

Notice is hereby given to 
the creditors and contingent 
creditors of the above-named 
decedent, that all persons 
having claims against the 
decedent are required to 
file them with the Superior 
Court, at 2120 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way, Berkeley, 
California 94704, and mail a 
copy to William A. Kolb, as 
trustee of the Esther A. Kolb 
Trust dated July 30, 1991, 
wherein the
decedent was the settlor, at 
18 Park Avenue, Los Gatos, 
California 95030, within the 
later of four months after July 
9, 2015 (the date of the first 
publication of notice to credi-
tors) or, if notice is mailed or 
personally delivered to you, 

60 days after the date this 
notice is mailed or person-
ally delivered to you. A claim 
form may be obtained from 
the court Clerk. For your 
protection, you
are encouraged to file your 
claim by certified mail, with 
return receipt requested.

James D. Farwell (attorney 
for trustee) of Farwell Rash-
kis, LLP, 18 Park Avenue, 
Los Gatos, CA, 95030.

The Independent Legal No. 
3827 Published July 9, 16, 
23, 2015

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 506671
The following person(s) doing 
business as: World Nails, 
1024 Stoneridge Mall Road, 
A112, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Kathy Nguyen, 849 N. 11th 
St, San Jose, CA 95112
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 6/30/2015.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kathy Nguyen
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 30, 2015. Expires 
June 30, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3828.  Published July 9, 16, 
23, 30, 2015.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 507076-77

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1)Norcal Con-
struction & Development (2)
Norcal Construction, Devel-
opment & Consulting, 5607 
Firestone Rd, Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Jobert G. Verceles, 5607 
Firestone Rd, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 

listed above on 7/13/2015.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jobert G. Verceles
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 13, 2015. Expires July 
13, 2020.
The Independent Legal No. 
3830.  Published July 16, 23, 
30, August 6, 2015.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, 
for adoption information 
contact Val ley Humane 
Society at (925)426-8656. 

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Liver-
more from 12:00 to 4:00. For 
more information, call Terry 
at  (925)487-7279 or visit 
our website at www.tvar.org 

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption. 

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED   

 Bookkeeper/Admin 
part-time 

25-30 hrs per week 
$20 per hour

For more info visit 
www.bit.ly/1eH5xHh 

SystemsAnalysts  
Ecalix, Inc. has multiple 
openings for systems 
analysts (all levels) for 
Pleasanton, CA office. 
Travel and/or relocation 
required to unanticipated 
locations throughout US. 
Fax resume:  
510-687-9016.  

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD OR 
LEGAL NOTICE IN THE 

INDEPENDENT
Call  (925)243-8000  

MERCHANDISE
115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

GARAGE SALE
Saturday 7/18
8:00AM - Noon

626 Highland Street
Livermore

Clothing, Electronics & 
Furniture 

MOVING SALE
Saturday 7/18

8:00AM - 4:00PM
895 Lucerne Street

Livermore
Furniture, Baby items & 

Household items

118) FREE SECTION

FREE MAGAZINES
National Geographic

Smithsonian
Livermore

(408)897-3156 

127) LOST/ FOUND

FOUND EXOTIC BIRD
(Parrot family)

Talks alot
Found on Guilford Avenue

Livermore
Please call 

(408)506-8928 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires  
that contractors taking  
jobs that total $500 or  

more (labor and/or  
materials) be licensed 

by the Contractors State 
License Board. State  
law also requires that  

contractors include their 
license numbers on all 
advertising. Check your 

contractor’s status at  
www.cslb.ca.gov or 

(800)321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons  

taking jobs less than $500 
must state in their  

advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the 

Contractors State  
License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
170)LAND FOR RENT

WANTED
Looking for land parcel 
to store 20-foot Cargo 

container
Please call 

(925)371-2500 or 
email 

artspace@pacbell.net 

Inland Valley 
Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD

OR 
LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE 
INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIEDS,

Call  (925)243-8000 
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PLEASANTON   $2,350,000

788 Vineyard Terrace  |  6bd/7ba
Kris and Tyler Moxley  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

SUNOL   $1,999,888

5353 Sheridan Road  |  5bd/4(1)ba
Emily Barraclough and Esther McClay 

925.251.1111
BY APPOINTMENT

DANVILLE   $1,749,950

4263 Quail Run Way  |  5bd/3(3)ba
Dan Gamache  |  925.251.1111

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00PM

DUBLIN   $799,000

5138 Newington Court  |  3bd/2(1)ba
Mark Kotch  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $2,590,000

6010 Alisal Street  |  4bd/3(2)ba
Kris and Tyler Moxley  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $1,900,000

9608 Crosby Drive  |  5bd/4(1)ba
Joyce Jones  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

HAYWARD   $995,000

122 Carrick Circle  |  5bd/4ba
Martin Group, Sally Martin  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $625,000

206 Elvira Street  |  4bd/2ba
Gina Huggins  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON   $760,000

1155 Kolln Street  |  3bd/2ba
Kris and Tyler Moxley  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $1,050,000

2377 College Avenue  |  4bd/2(1)ba
Gina Huggins  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE   $799,950

1216 Cromwell Street  |  4bd/3ba
Karen Crowson |  925.251.1111

OPEN THUR 10AM-1PM;
SAT NOON-3PM; SUN 1-4PM

FREMONT   $599,000

351 Paloma Terrace  |  3bd/1(1)ba
Marta Riedy  |  925.251.1111

BY APPOINTMENT

Alain Pinel Realtors

WeLCoMe HoMe

/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APr.CoM
Pleasanton/Livermore Valley   925.251.1111

Nature Programs
The History of Dos Me-

sas and Veterans Park will 
be the subject of the Sat., 
July 18 Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
ranger staff program. Meet 
Ranger Darren Segur at 10 
a.m. at Sycamore Grove 
Park, 5049 Arroyo Road. 

Explore an area of Syca-
more Grove Park that is 
steeped in history. Since 
the early 1800s it has been a 
cattle ranch, a winery, a hos-
pital, a picnic spot, Hell’s 
Angel country and finally, 
a park. Join this program 
to sift through the layers of 
time to uncover the forgot-
ten story of this overlooked 
part of Sycamore Grove. 
This will be a slow-paced 
walk of about a mile. Bring 
water and a camera if you 
like.

  Turtles will be the topic 
for Sun., July 19. Meet 
Ranger Dawn Soles at 2 
p.m. at Sycamore Grove 
Park, 5049 Arroyo Road. 

They come in different 
shapes and sizes. They live 
in different environments 
from the ocean to the desert 
and everywhere in between. 
Some are small and some 
are the size of a small car. 
Join this program to learn 
about that charming group 

of reptiles – the turtles. 
There will be live specimens 
to see.

 There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. A 
$3 donation is requested to 
help support the programs 
unless other fees are speci-
fied. Participants may call 
925-960-2400 for more in-
formation.

Hikes
Save Mount  Diablo 

events:
Hike Wright Canyon 

just off Morgan Territory 
Road on the east side of 
the mountain, 9 to 11 a.m. 
Sat., July 25. This 2 mile 
hike is mostly shaded Oak 
woodland, approximately 
800 ft. elevation gain with 
some short steep sections. 
RSVP to (925) 947-3535 
smdinfo@savemountdiablo.
org

Irish Canyon Family 
Night Hike, 7:30 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Fri., July 31.  Experi-
ence what comes alive in 
the Diablo wilderness when 
the sun sets!   The hike is 
roughly 6 miles round trip 
with 900 ft. elevation gain/
loss. Click here for more 
info. RSVP Required (925) 
947-3535 or smdinfo@save-
mountdiablo.org

Conference Attended
Tony Tarantino, a finan-

cial advisor with Ameriprise 
Financial, recently attended 
the firm’s Wealth Manage-
ment Conference in Palos 
Verdes, CA.

The annual conference is 
open by invitation-only to a 
limited number of Ameri-
prise Financial advisors 
for in-depth discussions 
on selected financial advi-
sory topics. Attendees par-
ticipated in sessions on tax 
planning strategies for the 
affluent, alternative invest-
ments, the rising interest rate 
environment and retirement 
planning. Each session was 
led by a well-known indus-
try expert.  

 Continuing education 
is an important part of Tar-
antino’s commitment to 
practicing his profession. 
Tarantino is part of Tar-
antino and Associates, a 
financial advisory practice 
of Ameriprise Financial 
Services, Inc. located locally 
in Pleasanton.

Learn about the Cloud
Local IT experts are com-

ing together to host a free 
seminar for the public about 
“The Cloud.” The Cloud 
Support for Small Busi-

ness Growth Seminar is 
designed to share valuable 
information with business 
professionals about how to 
advance internal IT prac-
tices. With data threats on 
the rise, it is very important 
that business professionals 
know what tools are avail-
able to keep their security 
safe and how to properly 
take advantage of them.

The event is on Wednes-
day, July 22 at the Pleasan-
ton Library (400 Old Bernal 
Ave.) at 8:30 a.m. There will 
also be light coffee and a 
continental breakfast. 

Topics include Sync 
email, contacts, calendars; 
improve data security;  stel-
lar customer service and 
pipeline management.

Inexpensive back-up & 
recovery

Following the presenta-
tion there is a Tech Talk. 
Participants will be able to 
mingle with the IT experts 
and ask any specific ques-
tions.

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL), in 
partnership with Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
(Berkeley Lab) and Sandia National Laboratories/Califor-
nia have been awarded $4.15 million by the Department 
of Energy (DOE) to jointly launch a new small business 
voucher pilot program.

The three-way national lab partnership, known as Lab-
STAR, will be funded under DOE’s $20 million investment 
in small business assistance, one component of its National 
Lab Impact Initiative.

The Initiative seeks to significantly increase the indus-
trial impact of DOE national labs on the U.S. clean energy 
sector. LabSTAR was awarded the pilot for applications in 
four sectors: battery technologies, fuel cell technologies, 

geothermal technologies and advanced manufacturing.
Small businesses, defined as companies with fewer than 

500 employees, will be able to apply for up to $300,000 
in vouchers for work at one of the three national labs. A 
successful application will require a 20 percent cost share 
by the business.

“LabSTAR pulls together a consortium of national labs 
located in the Bay Area that marry cutting-edge science and 
technology with a regional ecosystem that promotes small 
business success,” explained Rich Rankin, the director of 
LLNL’s Industrial Partnerships Office. 

Jeff Roberts, LLNL’s program leader for renewable en-
ergy, said, “The small business voucher pilot program is an 
excellent way for small businesses to tap into the expertise 

of the national laboratories to solve problems in the areas 
of clean energy and manufacturing.”

LLNL has major programs in a number of clean en-
ergy areas, such as novel materials for batteries, efficient 
engine design, fuel cells and low-temperature geothermal 
technologies.

“LabSTAR will create opportunities for the national labs 
to share their unique assets with small businesses, who can 
leverage our expertise in geothermal technologies, trans-
portation energy, materials science and other fields to create 
innovative clean energy solutions,” said Carrie Burchard, 
business development manager at Sandia/California.

Businesses could apply to conduct research with a par-
ticular scientist or use a certain facility, such as the High 
Performance Computing Innovation Center at Livermore 
or the Molecular Foundry at Berkeley Lab for nanoscale 
research. 

LabSTAR also includes an unprecedented level of 
support from a diverse range of state, local and regional 
partners, as well as startup incubators like Cleantech Open 
and the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center and business 
organizations  such as the Silicon Valley Leadership Group.

  

Livermore and Sandia Team Up with Berkeley Lab to Share 
Clean Energy, Manufacturing Expertise with Small Businesses



THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2015  

THE INDEPENDENT   •  SECTION A

By Carol Graham
Don't attend simply because it's performed in a 

stunning outdoor venue under starlit summer skies.  
Nor because affordable tickets allow entire families 
and groups of friends to enjoy live theater together.  
Certainly don't attend solely to see the beloved, Tony-
winning musical that sweeps viewers along on a joy-
ous, unforgettable ride.  

No, the best reason to attend "A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the Forum" is that Las Positas 
College's theater department is just that good.   With 
four performances from Thursday, July 23 through 
Sunday, July 26, the show kicks off the college's five-
show 2015-2016 season. 

"We were looking for something that would be fun 
for audiences, had a great musical score, and would fit 

well with our new performance space," said Titian Lish, 
Theater Arts Faculty and Performing Arts Coordinator 
at Las Positas College (LPC).  "The renovated amphi-
theater is an all-concrete, beautiful space with a view of 
the stars, neighboring hills and vineyards." 

In other words, the perfect forum for a show allud-
ing to a forum - a gathering place of great social sig-

Photo -  Latent Image Photography

A 'Funny Thing' Is Happening

(continued on page 5)
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On Saturday, July 18, 
Art on the Green will wel-
come an unusual visitor. 
Robot Garden, normally 
housed at I-Gate, will 
make a special appearance.  
Art on the Green, a new 
mini-arts festival hap-
pening the third Saturday 
of each warm weather 
month, is held at the Shea 
Home Plaza in front of the 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore.

 Mingle with the artists, 
enjoy demonstrations, and 
find that special something 
among jewelry, vintage 
note cards, photography, 
and original art. Stop by 
the Robot Garden table 
and see laser cut popup 
cards, 3-D printed items, 

Art at Wente 
Vineyards

A one person show 
featuring the Monoprints 
and Collagraphs of Edmee 
Acuna Keele will be on 
display August 1st thru Au-
gust 31 at Wente Vineyards 
Estate Winery, 5556 Tesla 
Road, Livermore.

An opening reception 
will be held on Sunday, 
August 2 from 1pm to 3 
pm. There is no admission 
charge.

Edmee, a longtime 
resident of Livermore,  is 
originally from Panama. 
She has been a part of the 
art community in Liver-
more and a member of the 
Livermore Art Association 
(LAA) and Pleasanton Art 
league for many years. 

She has chaired LAA 
Art in the Vineyard at Wen-
te or over 25 years as well 
as curating and organizing 
the monthly art shows for 
the Wente Gallery since 
1991. 

As a Printmaker, Edmee 
works predominantly 
with Abstract Monoprints 
Monotypes and Colla-
graphs. She said, “Every 
art-work lies on a thin line 
between transfigured reality 
and imagination. In my 
work, I try to use layer-
ing techniques to create a 
backdrop which allows my 
vibrant colors and shapes 
to surface to the foreground 
of each print, increasing 
the visual information with 
each pass.”

Edmee usually prints at 
the Fort Mason Studios in 
San Francisco and belongs 
to the Fort Mason Print-
makers group. She shows 
her work with the group 
in the San Francisco Open 
Studios.

Art Under the Oaks 
celebrates its 29th an-
niversary under the cool, 
shady canopy of oak trees 
at Alden Lane Nursery in 
Livermore on July 18 and 
19 from 11:00 am to 4:00 
pm. The show features 
close to 40 artists working 
in a variety of mediums 
including painting, photog-

and learn about this hi-tech, 
fun art.

It’s a great way to cap 
off lunch or meander 
through before dinner.  
Livermore’s offerings 
include wine bars,  restau-
rants, two French bakeries, 

boutiques and espresso 
bars.

For even further art 
exploration, July 18th is 
also the opening day of Art 
Under the Oaks at Alden 
Lane Nursery, one of the 
largest art events produced 

by Livermore Art Associa-
tion and showcasing some 
excellent arts in a lovely 
setting. Their event runs 
through Sunday, July 19th 
making it easy to create an 
art-filled weekend.

Art on the Green was 

created to increase vis-
ibility of visual artists and 
artisans in the community. 
It is produced by the Both-
well Arts Center.  Follow 
the Bothwell on Facebook 
and stay informed.

 

raphy, jewelry, garden art, 
mosaics, pottery, and glass. 

The event will also 
include wine tasting, fruit 
tasting, food, children’s 
activities, and live music. 
Hourly raffles will award 
$25 gift certificates for Al-
den Lane Nursery. A post-
card drawing will award an 
original piece of art valued 

at $50, and a grand prize 
raffle on Sunday at 4:00 pm 
will award an original piece 
of art valued at $200. 

Alden Lane Nursery is 
located at 981 Alden Lane 
in Livermore, which is at 
the corner of Holmes and 
Alden Lane.  Admission to 
the show is free.  

This event also gives a 

stage to local musicians. 
Saturday features Vintage 
Brass Quintet (11:00 - 
12:00), the Pleasanton 
Ukulele Band (12:15 - 
1:15), and Georgi and the 
Rough Week (1:30 - 4:00). 
On Sunday, hear the Pleas-
anton Community Concert 
Band (11:00 - 12:30), Steve 
Fread (12:45 - 1:45), and 

The Mellowtones (2:00 - 
4:00).  

Food and wine will 
include delicacies from  
Jake’s Café and Cheese 
Therapy along with local 
wineries: Mitchell Katz 
Winery, Murrieta's Well, 
Fenestra Winery, Concan-
non Vineyard, and Wente 
Vineyards. 

Robot Garden to Visit Art on the Green

Greeting cards by Carole Edwards (upper left) and pop-ups (upper right).

Art Under the Oaks Features 
Art, Music and More

Ocean Tree Platter by Barb Johnson

Pendant by Rhonda Chase

Sunset-Grand Canyon by Bettie Goosman

Riveletos
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Pacific Coast Repertory 
Theatre (PCRT) will stage 
its  annual Gala Fundraiser 
at the Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter in Pleasanton.

The gala will feature 
wine and gourmet hors 

d’oeuvres and a silent auc-
tion, followed by vignettes 
from the upcoming 2015-
16 season of profession-
ally produced, Broadway 
musicals.  

The Gala Fundraiser 

will be on Sunday, August 
2, 2015 from 4pm to 7pm 
at Firehouse Arts Center, 
located at 4444 Railroad 
Avenue located in Pleas-
anton. 

The Gala Fundraiser 

will begin with a selection 
of wines provided by the 
Cellar Door and gourmet 
hors d’oeuvres provided by 
Pastas Trattoria, both lo-
cated in historic, downtown 
Pleasanton.  A silent auc-
tion featuring a wine pull 
and a variety of exciting 
items will take place from 
4pm to 5:15pm.  This will 
be followed by a series of 
vignettes in the Firehouse 
Theatre from the upcom-
ing 2015-16 Pacific Coast 
Repertory Theatre season 
of professionally produced, 
Broadway musicals.

Tickets are $75 each 
and are available at the 
Firehouse Arts Center Box 
Office, by phone at (925) 
931-4848, or online at 
www.pcrtproductions.org 
or www.firehousearts.org 

Pacific Coast Repertory 
Theatre celebrates human 
life by engaging audiences 
with Professional, Innova-
tive and Inspiring theatre in 
the Firehouse Arts Center, 
Pleasanton. www.pcrtpro-
ductions.org

 

buy TickeTs 
call  925.373.6800     

click  bankheadtheater.org      
come by  2400 First Street, Livermore

The mission of LVPAC is to offer a broad range 
of arts opportunities and experiences to 

engage our diverse community.

Puerto 
Candelaria
LiveLy Latin 

american cumbia
thu jul 30 7:30pm

Jazz All Star Quintet
Featuring dick hyman 

harry aLLen &  
ken PePLOWSki
Sun aug 9 3pm

The King and I
tri-vaLLey rePertOry  

theatre
Sat jul 18 — Sun aug 2

The New Christy 
Minstrels

LegendS in american 
FOLk muSic

Wed aug 5 7:30pm

  jazz aT The bankhead

Keiko Matsui
Free SPirit in 

cOntemPOrary jazz
Fri aug 7 8pm

Evenings on the Green 
is bringing back the popu-
lar band “Secret Tattoo” 
to the Shea Homes Stage 
in the Livermore Plaza 
adjacent to the Bankhead 
Theater, Tuesday July 21 at 
6:45 pm.  

“Secret Tattoo,”  a 
seasoned jazz sextet, 
performs sophisticated, low 
volume Jazz/Blues, Bossa 
Nova, Be-Bop, Swing and 
Romantic Ballads from the 
"The Great American Song 
Book."

Four members of the 
group are professional 
music instructors.

The sextet features Dave 
Villa and Tom Renner on 
flute and saxophones, Dave 
Cardoza on piano, Miguel 

Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre, Singin’ in the Rain, Fall 2014.  Photo by Berenice Ku.

Fundraiser Features Peek at Upcoming PCRT Season

Gardel on “real jazz” 
guitar, Nick James on up-
right bass and band leader 
Tom Bennett on drums. A 
sample of their music can 
be found at https://sound-
cloud.com/secrettattoo/
killer-joe-live. 

This free and eclectic 
twelve-concert series is 
produced jointly by the 
Livermore Cultural Arts 
Council (LCAC) and the 
Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center (LVPAC), 
with additional funding by 
Shea Homes, Sanctuary 
Ultra Lounge Restaurant, 
Catering and Events; Wine-
makers Pourhouse Beer 
Garden; Sauced BBQ and 
Spirits; Uncle Yu’s and The 
Independent.  The remain-

ing concert schedule can be 
found in elsewhere in this 
newspaper.

Absolutely No Alcohol 
Will Be Allowed outside 
of the permitted restaurant 
areas because the Liver-
more Police Department 
is now strictly enforcing 
the ordinance on public 

alcohol possession and 
consumption through its 
alcohol safety and aware-
ness program.

 Concert-goers are 
encouraged to eat at or pick 
up dinner to-go from these 
sponsoring Downtown 
Livermore restaurants.

Secret Tattoo Offers Mix of Music at Evenings on the Green

Secret Tatoo in concert.
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Le Tableau Magnifique, 
premier ballet company 
with Livermore School of 

Dance, will be performing 
excerpts from the 2015 
repertoire on Saturday, 

July 25, 2015 at 6:30 pm at 
Shea Stage in front of the 
Bankhead Theater.  

The dances will show-
case classical and contem-
porary styles of ballet set 
to music by Joby Talbot, 
Nathan Lanier, Ed Sheeran, 
Earth, Wind, and Fire, and 
many others.  

The dancers will also 
offer an encore perfor-
mance of excerpts from 
“Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland," complete 
with the Chesire Cat, the 
Mad Hatter, and of course, 
Alice.  In addition, Liver-
more School of Dance 
LTM alumni will take to 
the stage  with their beauti-
ful technique and passion 
for ballet.

Le Tableau Magnifique 
Ballet Company dancers 
commit many hours each 
month outside of their 
regular dance classes to 
the art of ballet and the 
community.  They have 
performed and volun-
teered at local charitable 
venues, including The 
Taylor Family Foundation, 
Relay for Life, Rosewood 
Gardens, Heritage Es-
tates, The Livermore Art 
Association, Kids Against 

 Dublin Senior Center to Host 
10th Anniversary Gala

The 10th Anniversary of the new Dublin Senior Center will be celebrated with a 
Gala, “At the Copa,”  on Saturday, August 1 starting at 6 p.m. It will feature a show 
performed in the spirit and style of a Las Vegas headliner show of the 1950s. Wallin and 
Barretta will be reprising songs by Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Bobby Darin, Louie 
Prima, Perry Como, Frankie Avalon and others.

Social hour and heavy hors d’oeuvres will open the festivities at 6 p.m. followed by 
the "Tribute to Italian Singers" show at 7:30 p.m. The evenitn concludes with a DJ and 
dancing.

Hors d’oeuvres will include New York roast, poached salmon, carved turkey, pasta, 
salads, antipasti, desserts and more. Cost is $45 per person; no host bar. The Senior 
Center is located at  7600 Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. For information, call (925) 
556-4511 or email seniorctr@dublin.ca.gov

Purchase tickets online at www.DublinRecGuide.com (#40019), or at the Dublin 
Senior Center by July 22.

Hunger, Shepherd’s Gate, 
and Valleycare Medical 
Foundation.  The dancers’ 
love of ballet shows in 
their beautiful execution of 
movement and expressions 
of joy while performing.  

Admission to “Ballet 
on the Green” is free, so 
pack a picnic dinner, bring 
a blanket, and enjoy the 
beautiful atmosphere of 
downtown Livermore.                            

Photo at left features Alice, the Cheshire Cat and the White Rabbit; (above, right) 
young performers prepare to dance; (lower right) older dancers in action.

Towne Center Books will host an evening with mystery writer Sue 
Grafton on Fri., August 28. The event begins at 7 p.m. at the store, 555 
Main Street, downtown Pleasanton.

Reservations are required. Bestselling author of the wildly popular 
Alphabet Murder Mysteries, Sue Grafton, will talk about her latest book, 
X. With so few letters to go in the alphabet, Grafton has knocked it out 
of the park with this most recent addition. 

 The event will include a talk by Grafton, a Q&A period, and then a 
signing. 

For more information, please call Towne Center Books 925-846-8826 
or email info@townecenterbooks.com.

S Is for Sue Grafton - Author to Visit 
Towne Center Books

'Ballet on the Green' presented by Le 
Tableau Magnifique Ballet Company
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July 23
through

July 26
8 PM

tickets

$10  
student/ 

senior

$15  
Adults

Buy  
tickets:

laspositascollege.edu 
/performingarts

At the
Barbara F. 
Mertes Center 
for the Arts 
Amphitheater

Bring a picnic/ 
lawn chair

nificance that is often the 
scene of diverse activities. 

“'Forum' states from 
the very beginning that 
it's comedy and filled with 
comedic devices: 'We shall 
employ every device we 
know in our efforts to di-
vert you,'" said James Ko-
ponen, quoting a line from 
the opening scene.  "One 
should expect to come for 
a comedic romp, light and 
festive, with nothing heavy 
or weighty dragging it 
down."

Koponen plays lead 
character Pseudolus, a 
slave who aims to win his 
freedom by helping his 
young master woo the girl 
next door.  Set in ancient 
Rome, the show employs 
many classic elements of 
farce: highly exaggerated 
situations, witty puns and 
cases of mistaken identity. 

"For the most part, 
Pseudolus' plans fail spec-
tacularly, but everything 
works out for him in the 
end," said Christian Tanton 
who, as one of the Prote-
ans, plays multiple roles 
including slaves, soldiers 
and citizens.  "One of the 
most challenging parts 
was developing different 
characters for each of the 
various roles the Proteans 
take on.  After performing 
these different person-
alities, it was a lot of fun 
leaving the stage as one 

person and coming back 
on as a completely differ-
ent person.  

"I’m really excited for 
the audience to come out 
to our new amphitheater 
and have a great time 
with us," he added. "It’s 
going to be a blast."

Blast is an apt word to 
characterize the ebullient, 
frenetic show that in 
1963 won Tony Awards 
for Best Musical and 
Best Author.  In 1966, it 
was made into a movie 
starring Zero Mostel and, 
in his final performance, 
Buster Keaton.  

A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the 
Forum includes music 
and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim, and book 
by Burt Shevelove and 
Larry Gelbart.  The title 

comes from a line vaude-
ville comedians often used 
to begin a story, "A funny 
thing happened on the way 
to the theater." 

"It's a bawdy farce, a 
very clever play with silly 
situations and great music," 
said Chuck Eyler, who 
plays Senex.  "But there's 
a sweetness to it all, too. 
I got choked up listening 
to the finale music the first 
few times.  I would not 
have auditioned if I didn't 
love the movie so much. I 
saw the amphitheater and 
thought, 'This is the perfect 
place to put on this play. 

(though not alcohol, as per 
state law) or to partake of 
our food truck vendors, 
such as Sweet and Mel-
low, for artisan beverages 
and desserts," said Lish. 
"They're also welcome 
to bring lawn or camp-
ing chairs for comfort, or 
picnic blankets for use in 
the reserved first few rows 
of seating." 

Tickets cost $15 for 
general admission and $10 
for students and seniors, 
with advance purchase 
available online.  Tickets at 
the door will be available 
as space allows. The box 
office opens one hour prior 
to show time.  

"My favorite scene," 
said Tanton, "is the chase 
at the end of the show be-

cause it’s absolute insanity 
on the stage." 

Eyler agreed.  "The last 
17 minutes are a whirlwind 
of farcical entrances and 
exits.  It's a bunch of plates 
spinning on poles."

Overall, the production 
promises a mid-summer 
night's entertainment that, 
according to Katie Lai who 
plays a Geminae twin, will 
leave audience members 
with "A big smile, and 
hopefully a good core 
workout from laughing so 
hard." 

Las Positas College is 
located at 3000 Campus 
Hill Drive in Livermore.

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts.

 

A FUNNY THING HAPPENED
(continue from front page)

This is going to be really 
special.'"

All shows begin at 8 
p.m. The amphitheater is 
located next to the Barbara 
F. Mertes Center for the 
Arts on the LPC campus, at 
3000 Campus Hill Drive, 
Livermore.  Parking is 
available in Lot A, with $2 
parking passes available 
from vending machines 
that accept exact change, 
currency or coin.  Parking 
is free on Saturdays after 
6 p.m. and on Sundays all 
day.  

"Audience members are 
encouraged to bring food 

Photo -  Latent Image Photography
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Fertile GroundWorks 
will host a fund-raiser, 
"Our Taste for Giving," 
on Wednesday, July 22nd 
from 6-9 pm at the Rios 
Lovell Winery.

Money raised will help 
to finance Fertile Ground-
Works' mission to use edu-
cation to empower people 
to grow healthy, organic 
food for themselves and 
their community.

The festive event 
will include complimen-
tary wine and appetizers. 
Several local restaurants 
have donated dishes. They 
include the following: 
Demitri's Taverna, spana-
kopita; El Charro, cheese 
enchiladas; First Street Ale 
House, cerviche; Strings 
Italian Cuisine, cheese 
tortellini & marinara 
sauce; Yin Yin's, wontons 
and sauces; Lana Thai, 
potstickers; and Melo's, a 
Mediterranean salad. 

Desserts will be pro-
vided by Simply Fondue, 
chocolate covered straw-
berries; Panera Bread, 
cookies; and volunteer Bar-
bara Kraybill, mini pecan 
pies and her award winning 
almond shortbread.

Music will by the Hur-
ricane band will entertain 
guests while they take part 
in silent and live auctions 
and opportunity drawings.

Patricia Ortega, Dan 
Baldwin and Jacob Mc-
Graw have been instru-
mental in helping Fertile 
GroundWorks through 
their transition to the Rios-
Lovell owners.

Tickets to the fund-
raiser are $75.00 apiece or 
$65.00 each if sponsoring a 
table of 10 ($650.00/table) 
and are available either 
through fertileground-
works.org or brownpaper-
tickets.com. 

In 2014, 478 individuals 
volunteered 6,000 hours 
learning how to sustainably 
garden while they helped 
produce 14,763 pounds of 
food that Fertile Ground-
Works was able to share 

through food distribu-
tion partners, Open Heart 
Kitchen and the Tri-Valley 
Haven and Interfaith food 
pantries. Thus far in 2015 
Fertile GroundWorks 
has taught 179 first time 
volunteers in its Garden of 
Grace, of these 156 were 
under the age of 18. By 
June 30th of this year, vol-
unteers had recorded just 
over 2,900 hours of work 
in the Garden of Grace, 
producing just over a ton 
of food. The harvest of 
summer crops of tomatoes, 
eggplants and peppers has 
just begun.

Harvest delivery to open 
Heart Kitchen and local 
food pantries has steadily 
increased since the first de-
livery in October 2010.  In 
the past 4 years, more than 
40,300 pounds of nutritious 
organically grown produce 
has been delivered.

The Garden of Grace 
(Fertile GroundWorks' 
largest garden) began as 
a vision of Pastor Chuck 
Johnstone and the Asbury 
United Methodist Church 
(AUMC) community to 
develop unused acreage 
to grow food to feed the 
hungry in Livermore. 

Asbury was already 
hosting Open Heart 
Kitchen (OHK) at that time 
and they envisioned nutri-
tious food being grown, 
prepared and served to the 
needy. Alameda County 
Master Gardeners Bruce 
Campbell and Mark 
Brunell co-founded the 
Garden of Grace. They 
refined and expanded the 
vision to create a teaching, 
demonstration and crop-
trials garden that would 
grow a high output of 
nutritious crops for those in 
need in bio-intensive raised 
beds throughout the year. 
In June 2012 the organiza-
tion was granted 501(c)(3) 
tax status.

Educational Programs 
include the following.

• Garden of Grace 
Volunteer Learning: Vol-

unteers can come to the 
Garden of Grace for any 
of 4 weekly garden shifts. 
Volunteers work alongside 
Alameda County Mas-
ter Gardeners and other 
experienced organic food 
gardeners who teach food 
gardening principles and 
skills while supervising 
work. The harvest for Open 
Heart Kitchen is performed 
weekly during the Tuesday 
and Wednesday morning 
shifts. 

• Garden Learning 
Series: Gardening experts 
from Fertile GroundWorks 
or the Tri-Valley gardening 
organizations provide an 
hour of gardening informa-
tion pertaining to the up-
coming or current garden-
ing season. These classes 
are held free of charge on 
either the third or fourth 
Saturday of each month at 
the Garden of Grace.

• Youth Group Garden 
Tours and Activities: Se-
nior Fertile GroundWorks 
gardeners present garden 
talks and offer hands-on 
gardening experiences for 
children and youth groups 
from schools and other 
organizations.

• Workshops: Fertile 
Ground has held one and 
two day workshops on the 
bio-intensive gardening 
techniques used in the Gar-
den of Grace for groups.

According to Brenda 
Kusler, over the past year 
and a half Fertile Ground-
Works has been building its 
Sustainable School Garden 
Program. Fertile Ground-
Works is currently assisting 
six schools in Livermore 
and Pleasanton (three high 
schools, three elementary 
schools) and one LARPD 
Extended School Services 
campus.

The goal of the Sustain-
able School Garden pro-
gram is to help individual 
schools develop garden 
programs that are sustain-
able throughout the years 
and self supporting with 
available school resources 
(staff and students). "We 
truly believe that teaching 
youngsters about sustain-
able gardening and the 
wonderful food that comes 
from their gardens is the 
best way for us to help 
children make healthy 
choices. We have just 
begun developing plans 

to create a district wide 
school garden network to 
optimize use of existing 
school resources." 

In the elementary 
schools (K-5) all stu-
dents are exposed to the 
garden(s) in their science 
classes. Students main-
tain the gardens on their 
campus. In class, guest 
lectures have included such 
topics as plants' role in the 
water cycle with 50 second 
graders bringing the lesson 
home by spreading straw 
mulch, around new seed-
lings that the 5th graders 
had planted, to save water 
by reducing soil evapora-
tion. 

At the high schools, the 
students who utilize the 
gardens are more focused 
and invested then at the 
elementary school level.

An example of this is 
Village High School in 
Pleasanton. In 2012, Ms. 
Little, the Home Econom-
ics Instructor, approached 
Mr. Campbell, Fertile 
GroundWorks' ED, to so-
licit his help in restoring an 
old garden on campus. In 
the ensuing years, they and 
the students of Ms. Little's 

Culinary Arts program 
have turned boxes of dirt 
into a flourishing garden. 
Fertile GroundWorks 
helped with seedlings, seed 
stock, soil amendments and 
garden instruction.   

The students have 
learned to run a full circle 
operation by growing the 
vegetables, using them in 
their dishes, composting 
the unused vegetation and 
putting the compost back 
into their garden to main-
tain the fertility of the soil. 
The students produced a 
video describing their pro-
gram last year titled “New 
Beginnings.” It is viewable 
at http://www.villagehigh-
school.com/. 

At Livermore High 
School (LHS), Fertile 
GroundWorks has helped 
rejuvenate the greenhouse 
and set up a new food gar-
den containing over 4,000 
square-feet of biointensive-
ly-operated raised beds.  

When school starts in 
August this year, food 
from the new Livermore 
High School organic food 
garden will be included in 
the Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District 
hot lunch program. LHS 
students will harvest toma-
toes, peppers, cucumbers 
that they planted at the 
end of the 2014-15 school 
year and deliver them to 
the school district kitchen 
on campus. Initially these 
vegetables will be included 
in the salad bar at the high 
school. Eventually food 
from the high school gar-
den will be used in lunches 
reaching children through-
out the school district.

Del Valle students in the 
new Livermore Culinary 
Academy (patterned after 
the Vocational Catering 
program at Village High 
School) will also partici-
pate in the planning, care 
and harvest of LHS garden 
as they learn and develop 
culinary skills using the 
nutritious school garden 
produce. 

'Our Taste for Giving' to Benefit Fertile GroundWorks Programs 
All ages take part in learning to grow healthy, organic food for themselves and their community.

Garden of Grace
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3 col x 8” news
July-16-2015

In 2014, Livermore 
artist Linda Ryan was 
faced with preparing for 
an upcoming exhibition 
with her painting hand in 
a cast.  Rather than cancel, 
she chose to move away 
from the abstract figurative 
work she is known for and 
challenged herself with 
creating art using gravity, 
flow and Liquitex Pouring 
Medium, to capture lumi-
nous “stopped” movement.

Ryan bought the biggest 
rubber gloves she could 
find, cut the sides and duct-
taped them over her cast.  
She hired help, ordered 
gallons of Liquitex Pouring 
Medium, mixed it with the 
paint, then poured, tilted, 
turned, and poured some 
more.  Having tested pour-
ing medium on plexiglass, 
polyethelene sheets and 
wood for over two years 
paid off. 

“It’s not an easy me-
dium,” says Ryan. “It is 
milky while it’s workable.  
You have to have a good 
visual memory to recall 
what is on the under-layers, 
understand how your pig-
ments react in the medium, 
and stop the movement at 
just the right time to create 
a strong composition.”  
However, she adds, when 
it works, they come alive 
with motion and depth.  
When it doesn’t work?  
Ryan adds another layer, 
or two, or three, or sands 

Whistlestop Writers will host an open mic for writers of all genres on Wednesday, July 
22, 2015, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Swirl on the Square, 21 South Livermore Avenue, in 
downtown Livermore. 

All are invited to attend this  evening of food, wine, and writing. Cynthia Patton, the 
event’s host, says, “Support local writers and have fun in a welcoming environment2” 

The Whistlestop Writers Open Mic will continue on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 
For more information go to http://facebook.com/WhistlestopWriters or call 925-890-6045.

Evening of Words, Wine and Food

them down and starts 
again. 

Her hand is out of the 
cast, but she loves “pour 
painting” so much that 
she doesn’t see a return to 
her figurative work in the 
near future.  “I’ve thought 
about combining the two 
sometime down the line. 
But that’s way down the 
line. I love the challenge 
of this  process," she 
declared.

Ryan will be travel-
ing to London to exhibit 
flow 2.0, her newest pour 
art the last weekend in 
July, and invites  every-
one behind-the-scenes 

to follow the flow from 
Livermore to London at 
http://on.fb.me/1JUzm4I 
or /lindaryanart,  Twitter @
lindaryanart.

Ryan has recently re-
duced her hours managing 
the Bothwell Arts Center 
in Livermore in order 
to devote more focus to 
her artwork. In 2014, she 
received an Arts Leader-
ship Award through the 
Alameda County Arts 
Commission for her work 
in the arts community.  She 
is an award–winning artist 
whose work is in collec-
tions across the States and 
in Europe.

Local Artist to Show Work in London Exhibit

The Livermore Pub-
lic Library will present 
the “Tommy’s Train 
Troubles” puppet show on 
Wednesday, July 22, 2015 
at 10:30am at the Civic 
Center Library, located at 
1188 S. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. “Tommy’s 
Train Troubles” is one of 
a variety of free perfor-
mances offered during the 
library’s 2015 Summer 
Reading Program.

Tommy is taking the 
train to visit his grand-
mother. Treasure, trap 
doors, and train robber 

Stinky Cheese Velveeta 
will make Tommy’s 
journey unforgettable. 
Will Tommy save the train 
and its load of gold? Find 
out in “Tommy's Train 
Troubles!” Show presented 
by Puppet Art Theater Co.

This free performance, 
sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library, will be held 
outside, with the audi-
ence to be seated on tarps. 
Attendees are encour-
aged to arrive early for 
best parking and viewing 
opportunities and to bring 

appropriate sun gear. Sum-
mer Reading Programs 
are geared toward children 
ages 4 and older. 

The Livermore Public 
Library’s Summer Reading 
Program is a free program 
featuring special events 
and prizes for all ages.  

For further information, 
pick up a 2015 Summer 
Reading Program calen-
dar of events at any of the 
library’s three locations, 
check online at www.
livermorelibrary.net, or call 
925-373-5504.

Tommy's Train Troubles Puppet Show Sat

Garden of Grace

Time4 by Linda Ryan
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, offers 
art classes, unusual gifts, painting 
rentals, art exhibits and information 
pertaining to the art field, 2155 Third 
St., Livermore. The gallery has been 
open since 1974 and is run as a co-op 
by local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 
11:30-4 p.m. For information call 
449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art League 
Public Art Circuit are currently 
exhibiting art at six businesses in the 
Pleasanton - Dublin Area. Viewing 
locations are: Bank of America at 337 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce at 777 Peters 
Street, Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 Main 
Street, Pleasanton; Edward Jones at 

6601 Dublin Boulevard, Dublin; and 
The Bagel Street Café at 6762 Bernal 
Avenue Pleasanton. If interested in 
becoming a member of the Pleasanton 
Art League or for information regarding 
the Public Art Circuit, call John Triming-
ham at (510) 877-8154.

Freeze Frame Exhibit, top 25 finalists 
from the Tri-Valley Conservancy’s 2014 
Freeze Frame photo competition will 
be on display at Cuda Ridge Winery.  
This is a collection of striking images 
of nature, highlighting the diversity of 
life in the Tri-Valley. The exhibit runs 
from May 1 through July 31, 2015. 
Cuda Ridge Winery, 2400 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore.

A Collection of Sharon Wood's Photog-
raphy will be open for public viewing 
at the Robert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore, 
from June 2- July 30th. 

Special Summer Exhibit: Janet Seifert 
and Abstract Improvisation Painting. 
Through July 18. The Harrington Gallery 
and Firehouse Arts Center present 
the luscious abstract paintings of San 
Francisco artist Janet Seifert. With 
her studio in the well-known SOMA 
Studios, 689 Bryant Street in San 
Francisco, Seifert has exhibited at the 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
(SFMOMA) among other prestigious 
venues. The artist will conduct a 
painting demonstration on Friday, 
July 17, from 1:00-3:00 pm in the 
exhibition area. Suggested donation 
is $5. The public is invited to explore 
and enjoy the exhibits during Firehouse 
Arts Center open hours. Wed., Thurs., 
Fri. from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 4444 Railroad 
Avenue , Pleasanton. Donations always 
appreciated. For more information, 
contact Gallery Director: JFinegan@
cityofpleasantonca.gov, or call the 
gallery: 925-931-4849.

Repurposed: Creative Re-Use of 
Otherwise Discarded Items. New 
installation at the Harrington Gallery 
at the Firehouse Arts Center in 
Pleasanton. Works by 4 Northern Cali-
fornia artists using diverse processes, 
motivations, and cast-off materials to 
create sophisticated fine art pieces. 
Includes origami, assemblage wall 
pieces, free standing sculpture, collage 
incorporating old sheet music and 
books, and a large installation work not 
to be missed. Open to the public June 
24 through July 23. Regular gallery 
hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington Gallery at 
the Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasan-
ton, 4444 Railroad Avenue. Donations 
always appreciated. 

Art on the Green, Bankhead Plaza 
Green, 2400 First St., Livermore, third 
Saturday of the month June-Septem-
ber. Sponsored by the Bothwell Arts 
Center and Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center. Event open to all artists 
displaying artist-only products. All art 
must be family acceptable. $20 fee, 
information contact Anne Giancola at 
agiancola@livermoreperformingarts.
org to RSVP. 

Livermore Art Association Gallery  two 
featured artists for July and August, 
Diana Carey and Kerry KcGehee. Carey, 
a Livermore resident for many years, 
is a sculptress and jewelry artist. Kerry 
McGehee is a photographer. The LAA 
Gallery is located in Carnegie Park at 
2155 Third St between J and K streets. 
Hours are 11:30 am to 4:00 pm, 
Wednesday through Sunday. Admission 
is free. 

Artists at Work Nights, Bothwell 
Downtown Art Studios, 6 to 8 p.m. July 
9: group exhibition; Aug. 13: artists at 
work night; Sept. 10: Joanna Cranshaw 
and Jonathon Miller; Nov. 12: artists 
at work night. 62 South L Street, Liver-
more. www.bothwellartscenter.org.

Art Under the Oaks, July 18 and 19, 
sponsored by Livermore Art Association 
and Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden 

Lane, Livermore. No admission charge. 
Art displays and demonstrations. www.
livermoreartassociation.org 

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Artists at Work, a new monthly event, 

the second Thursday of each month 
features a new artist and artists at 
work at the Livermore Downtown Art 
Studios, 62 So. L St., Livermore. 

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. Artists bring finished or 
unfinished work to show and if desired, 
receive a critique from the group. 
Refreshments are brought by some of 
the artists, and a donation of $5.00 
is desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne Miller 
at danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss and 
share work with Professional Artists 
in sketching, painting, exhibiting and 
marketing your work. ACC members 
currently working on exhibiting theme 
works, under the Inspiration of "The 
Artist's Edge /The Edge of Art & Chosen 
Pathways." Meets and Critiques Friday 
mornings in Pleasanton. PoetryOnCan-
vas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring 
their own materials and easels. Open 
to all artists. Professional artist models 
(nude). No instructor. Students under 
18 need written parental permission to 
attend. Cost $20 per session. Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Coffee, tea and refreshments are avail-
able. Call or e-mail Barbara Stanton 
for more info about the workshop, 
925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday morn-
ings 9:45 – 10:45. Children aged 3-5 
are welcome to join this class. Classes 
cover drawing, painting, print-making, 
sculpture and ceramics. For further in-
formation, contact Thomasin Dewhurst 
at (925) 216-7231 or thomasin_d@
hotmail.com or visit http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. Drawing, 
painting, printmaking, sculpture and 
ceramics taught by highly experienced 
artist and art instructor, Thomasin De-
whurst. Weekday and weekend classes, 
Home school classes, Special classes 
during school breaks offered. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes offered. 
Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 216-7231 
or email thomasin_d@hotmail.com 
for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at The 

Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. Join 
us as we challenge ourselves to poeti-
cally relay our thoughts, emotions and 
experiences through poetry. Become a 
member & share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for more 
info on Theme Challenges, Membership 
& Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the last 
Saturday from 12 noon-1 p.m. at 
Galina’s Music Studio located at 1756 
First St., Livermore. Confirm participa-
tion by calling (925) 960-1194 or via 
the website at www.GalinasMusicStu-
dio.com. Beginners are welcome. Bring 
some music to share with the group. 
Ukuleles are available for purchase. 
Small $10 fee to cover meeting costs.

Young Artists' Studio 2015 Summer 
Art, An open studio experience for 
students ages 7 through high school 
with projects in drawing, painting, 
printmaking and sculpture. Adults are 
welcome to join the class as space 
permits. Peggy Frank is a painter and 
has been teaching art to young people 
in Livermore for over thirty years. Ses-
sions: July 27-31; Aug. 3-7. After Aug. 
7 individual lessons available. Contact 
Peggy Frank for more information 
about the summer sessions for 2015 
and school year classes, including 
times and fees, at (925) 443- 8755 or 
frank.a@comcast.net

WINE & SPIRITS
The Chef & The Winemaker - A 

Celebration of the Bay Area’s Most 
Acclaimed Women Chefs, Wente Vine-
yards Restaurant. Dinners, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Tanya Holland, Executive Chef/Owner 
of Brown Sugar Kitchen, TV personality, 
cookbook author, 2013 California 
Chef of the Year, Sept. 10; Joanne 
Weir, James Beard Award Winner, TV 
Personality, cookbook author, Chef/
Partner of Copita, Nov. 12. 5050 Arroyo 
Road, Livermore; event information 
925.456.2424; dinner reservations at 
925.456.2450 or wentevineyards.com/
restaurant  

Las Positas Vineyards, Fri., July 17, 24,  
" Evening in the Vineyards" concert 
from 6-9pm featuring Simple Creations 
on the 17th and The James Nagel 
Band on the 24th.  Wine, non-alcoholic 
beverages along with Artisan pizzas 
available for purchase ( sorry no 
outside food or beverages permitted) 
To purchase tickets, go to website at 
www. laspositasvineyards.com.  Space 
is limited. Sat., July 18, Tasting & 
Picnicking outdoors under the Heritage 
Oak Tree. Bring family or friends for a 
special tasting and then buy a bottle of 
wine and stay for a picnic. Three large 
picnic tables & a outdoor bar,  $10 Re-
serve flight offered. For more informa-
tion, email curt@ laspositasvineyards.
com. Sunday, July 19, "Sunday Funday" 
newest wine & cheese pairing flight. 
Tasting Room is open 1130am-430pm.  
For more information, email curt@ 
laspositasvineyards.com

Cuda Ridge 8th Annual Vintage Tasting 
and Car Show, Saturday and Sunday, 
July 18th and 19th from 12:00 – 4:30 

at Cuda Ridge Winery.  Be the first to 
taste the new vintage wine releases 
and enjoy the Live Music, Food and Car 
Show.  The new release wine tasting 
is $10.00; all the new releases are 
available for purchase with special dis-
counts throughout the weekend.  Wine 
tasting is complementary for Cuda 
Cadre wine club members.   There 
is live music both days with Papa’s 
Garage on Saturday; and Luna Fish on 
Sunday.   Food is available to purchase 
by Mario’s French Dip sandwich.  Vote 
for you favorite Vintage Car at  the car 
show.  To enter a“Vintage” car  in the 
Car Show, email info@CudaRidgeW-
ines.com or call 510-304-0914.  Cuda 
Ridge Wines is located at 2400 Arroyo 
Road in Livermore.  More information 
can be found at www.CudaRidgeWines.
com

Brewzza Palooza, Eight Bridges Brewing, 
332 Earhart Way, Livermore. July 18, 
noon to 8:30 p.m. Pizza all day by 
Ken's Wood Fired Pizza; blindfolded 
pizza making contest, music by The 
Hummingbirdz. Located behind 24 Hr. 
Fitness. 961-9160.

McGrail Vineyards and Winery special 
events: Tapas, Tasting, and Tunes  
every other Friday July 3-Sept. 11, 
6 to 9 p.m. wines and a delicious 
mixture of sweet, savory, and a bit of 
spicy flavors from the acclaimed chef, 
Eduardo Posada, of Posada Restaurant 
and Catering. Summer Yoga and Wine 
Sunset Series with Natalie Shapiro 
- July 16th, July 30th, and August 13th 
6-8PM. Ticket includes hour long yoga 
instruction on the front lawn followed 
by wine tasting. Register online at 
www.mcgrailvineyards.com or call 
(925) 215-0717 for more information. 
$30/person per class

Wente Vineyards, Sundays in the 
Round, three new food experiences 
paired with Wente Vineyards wines . 
$60 club members, $65 non-club, per 
guest, per experience. 5050 Arroyo Rd., 
Livermore. Festival of Lights, Indian 
cuisine, Aug. 16, 11-2 925.456.2405 
or www.wentevineyards.com

Discover The Garden at Wente 
Vineyards, exclusive tour of The 
Restaurant’s ½ acre organic produc-
tion garden followed by a special two 
course lunch utilizing ingredients from 
the garden. Space is very limited. Price 
per guest, per session: $45 public, 
$39 Club (Plus tax and 18% service 
charge). All events are 10:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m.; dates are August 12, 
Sept. 9, Oct. 14. 5050 Arroyo Road, 
Livermore; wentevineyards.com

Taste Our Terroir, July 23-26. Thursday 
July 23, 2015 is the annual quest for 
food and wine pairing excellence paring 
19 winemakers with Bay Area chefs 
to compete for honors. Friday through 
Sunday wineries across the region host 
ten food and wine events including 
cooking classes, wine seminars, vine-
yard tours and more. Thursday night 
tickets: VIP $125/$85 advance through 
7/10, $95 after; weekend event tickets 
available from $35-$100. Livermore 
Valley Winegrowers Association. www.

The Livermore Art Association Gallery will present the 
works of featured artist Diane Rodriguez.

Diane says she finds inspiration in subjects that are very 
different from one another. She is most known for train 
paintings.

Diane graduated cum laude from California State Uni-
versity at Hayward (now, East Bay) with a BA degree in 
Art Education emphasizing studio art.

She has studied with artists such as Carolyn Lord, Judy 
Morris, Dale Laitinen, Tony Couch, Tom Lynch, Mel Ramos, 
Carolyn Maddox, Bryon Mark Taylor and others.

Her work has been accepted into juried shows, which 
have presented her with awards of merit and honorable 
mentions and recently a Best of show.

She is an active member of the Livermore Art Associa-
tion, Pleasanton Art League, Alamo Danville Art Society 
and the California Watercolor Association.

The LAA Gallery is located at 2155 Third St in the 
Carnegie Park. Hours are 11:30 to 4 Wednesday through 
Sunday. Admission is free.

CSX in Virginia-2 by Diane Rodriguez

LAA Gallery Featured Artist
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lvwine.org.
T.G.I.F!  at Charles R Vineyards as the 

"4th Friday" Free Summer Concert 
Series continues  with live music of 
easy listening rock by Michael James. 
July 24, 5:30-8 p.m. Sip, sing and 
sway the evening away. Seating is first 
come, first serve, feel free to bring your 
own lawn chairs. Picnics welcome. 
Wine by the glass and bottle available 
for purchase.  8195 Crane Ridge Road, 
Livermore 

Retzlaff Vineyards, Wine Wednesday 
at Retzlaff, 5 to 8 p.m. Aug. 26. The 
winery and grounds will be open late 
for visitors to wind down with a glass 
after work. This is a Livermore Valley 
wide event with a different winery 
participating each week. Evening 
wine specials available by the glass 
or bottle. 1356 S. Livermore Ave, 
Livermore. 925-447-89341.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 

regularly at: The Castle Rock Restau-
rant in Livermore/on Portola Avenue-- 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, full bar, 
small cover.  

The Broadway Divas, Volume I: The 
hit musical revue featuring Broadway 
musical theater stars from Hairspray, 
Tarzan, Nunsense, and The World of 
Webber. A lively Cabaret Tribute to the 
Songs and Shows of Angela Lansbury, 
Bernadette Peters, Ethel Merman, and 
Mary Martin, sprinkled with lots of 
trivia and backstage stories. Starring 
musical theater veterans Deborah Del 
Mastro, Kelly Brandeburg, Tielle Baker, 
Anya Absten. Featuring songs from 
classic shows including Mame, Annie 
Get Your Gun, South Pacific, Gypsy, 
Sweeney Todd, The Sound of Music, 
Anything Goes, Peter Pan, and more! 
Two shows: Saturday, July 18, 8:00 
p.m.; Sunday, July 19, 2:00 p.m. Tick-
ets $15.00 - $25.00. Purchase online 
at http://firehousearts.org/events, 925-
931-4848, or at the center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 

New West Guitar Group, presented by 
Red-Legged Frog Productions, July 
26, 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

Puerto Candelaria, the vibrant rhythms 
and dance of the rich, exuberant 
Columbian culture. July 30, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.  

New Christy Minstrels, fresh folk sound 
in the 1960s with their lighthearted 
style, rich harmonies, and original, 
chart-topping hits such as “Green, 
Green” and “Today.” Aug. 5, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Keiko Matsui, Japanese-born pianist and 
composer. Aug. 7, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Summer Music Night, Aug. 8, 8 p.m. 

evening of Bay Area talent. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.   

Jazz All Star Quintet brings together 
legendary pianist and band leader 
Dick Hyman, award-winning tenor 
saxophonist Harry Allen, and arguably 
the greatest living jazz clarinetist, Ken 
Peplowski. Aug. 9, 3 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Pamela Rose Presents Wild Women of 
Song, Red-Legged Frog Productions, 
Aug. 9., 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

Celtic Roots of Great American Music 
celebrating American music’s rich 
Irish and Scottish heritage. Aug. 14, 8 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Mad’s Men: Featuring Mads Tolling, 
Aug. 22, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

Rockapella rocks the house with just 
one instrument – their voices – but an 
astonishing full-band sound. Aug. 28, 8 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Pleasanton Ukulele Band ‘A Taste of 
Hawaii’, Aug. 30, 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.

ON THE STAGE
As You Like It and Sense and Sensibil-

ity will be performed on the grounds 
of Wente Vineyards Estate Winery & 
Tasting room at 5565 Tesla Road in 
Livermore. For dates and detailed 
information visit LivermoreShakes.org. 
Tickets range from $25 to $50 and are 
day-dependent, with discounts for se-
niors, students and educators. The Clo-
rox Company Foundation Family Night 
will be held on Thursday, July 16th ( As 
You Like It) with $5 youth tickets (under 
18). For tickets call (925) 443-BARD or 
visit www.LivermoreShakes.org. 

Girls Night: The Musical - Desperate 
Housewives Meets Mamma Mia! July 
9, 7:30 p.m., July 10, 8 p.m., July 11, 
2 and 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800 

The King and I, Tri-Valley Repertory The-
atre, July 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 31; Aug. 
1, 2; 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 3 
p.m. Sundays. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum, 8 p.m., July 23-26, Las 
Positas College in newly renovated out-
door amphitheater, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts/index.php

Pacific Coast Repertory Theatre Sum-
mer Gala, Aug. 2, 4 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 

931-4848.  
Aesop Amok, presented by Peripatetic 

Players, produced by Idiot String. Sun., 
Aug. 16, 5 p.m. Centennial Park, 5353 
Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. Free admis-
sion. Show runs about 50 minutes. 

HMS Pinafore, Lamplighters Music The-
atre production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s 
satire. Aug. 22, 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. and 
Aug. 23 at 2 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800. 

COMEDY
Summer Comedy Night, July 25, 8 

p.m. featuring Joe Klocek. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.   

Retzlaff Vineyards, Comedy Uncorked, 
6 to 10 p.m. Aug. 8, 1356 S. Livermore 
Ave, Livermore. 925-447-89341. Go 
to www.comedyuncorked.com for 
updates.

MOVIES
Movies in the Park, Amador Valley 

Community Park, 4455 Black 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Free. Movies 
begin at dusk. All are PG. July 16: The 
Neverending Story; July 23: Big Hero 
6; July 30, Maleficent; August 6, Back 
to the Future; August 13, Into the 
Woods. http://cityofpleasantonca.gov, 
or 931-4826.

Picnic Flix, Emerald Glen Park,, Dublin. 
Food, beverages, snacks available 
for purchase 7 p.m.; movies begin at 
approximately 8:30 p.m. Free. All are 
PG. July 24, When the Game Stands 
Tall; August 21, Big Hero 6. 556-4500 
for more information.

DANCE
Square dancing for all ages 8 years 

and up, Thursdays from 7:00-8:30pm 
at Del Valle High, 2253 5th Street, 
Livermore. Families and friends 
welcome. September classes are free 
to new dancers. Questions? Margaret 
925-447-6980. 

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
5th annual Freeze Frame! Photo 

Competition, during the month of 
July, Tri-Valley Conservancy (TVC) will 
be hosting the competition. TVC is 
looking for striking images of nature 
highlighting the diversity of life in the 
Tri-Valley - looking for photos of all 
types of agriculture, scenic rural areas, 
and recreational uses or activities in 
the parks and recreational areas within 
TVC’s locale, which includes Dublin, 
Livermore, Pleasanton, San Ramon 
and Sunol.  For contest rules and 
registration instructions, go to www.tri-
valleyconservancy.org, email a request 
to freezeframe@trivalleyconservancy.
org or call 925-449-8706. 

Livermore-Amador Symphony Associa-
tion's 43rd Competition for Young 
Musicians,  application deadline is 
Sunday, September 27, 2015. (Ap-
plications will be accepted starting on 
9/18.) Open to instrumentalists and 
vocalists who reside or attend school in 

Livermore, Sunol, Pleasanton, Dublin, 
or San Ramon. Students are eligible 
through grade 12. If not enrolled in 
high school, the maximum age is 17. 
All instruments will be considered. 
The purpose is to select two young 
musicians who will perform as soloists 
with the symphony on February 20, 
2016. Each winner/soloist will be 
awarded $500.  Applications must be 
accompanied by an $8.00 application 
fee and a recording for preliminary 
screening. Additional information at 
www.livermoreamadorsymphony.org or 
contact the competition chairperson at 
(925) 447-1947.

OPERA
Opera in the Vineyards, Retzlaff 

Vineyards, 6 to 10 p.m. July 19, 1356 
S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. 925-
447-89341. Livermore Valley Opera 
program. Go to www.livermorevalleyop-
era.com for ticket information.

MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets the 

4th Tuesday of each month, and reads 
books about issues and trends that 
are driving current affairs in both the 
national and international arenas.  
Topics that have been covered include 
politics, governance, economics, mili-
tary affairs, history, sociology, science, 
the climate, and religion. Contact Rich 
at 872-7923, for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a member-
centered book group led by a small 
group of book club veterans, with 
reading selections based on member 
recommendations and consensus. 
No homework required– share your 
insights or just listen in! Contact Susan 
at 337-1282 regarding the We’re 
Talkin’ Books! Club.

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., Liver-
more. Sponsored by LVPAC and Peet's. 
Information go to http://facebook.com/
StoriedNights 

Cheza Nami, 2nd annual Diversity and 
Cultural Awareness Camp at Amador 
Valley High School, Pleasanton, in 
the multi-purpose room from July 
27th – July 31st, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
The camp will introduce students to 
cultural diversity through performing 
and visual arts which includes African 
dance, African drumming, and crafts. 
To register for Cheza Nami’s Diversity 
Camp visit www.chezanami.org or call 
925-398-3827. Scholarships for need 
based students available to qualified 
students.

Little League Intermediate World Se-
ries in 2015 from Sunday, August 2nd 
to Saturday, August 8th at Max Baer 
Park, Livermore. intermediateworld-
series.org. Welcome parade Aug. 1, 3 
p.m. in downtown Livermore. www.
livermoredowntown.com

Taste of Downtown, Aug. 2, noon to 5 
p.m. Livermore Downtown, Inc. www.
livermoredowntown.com

18th annual Pooch Parade, 
Wednesday,August 5, 2015 presented 
by the Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Rais-
ers in downtown Pleasanton. Over 200 
dogs are expected to participate in this 
year’s event. 5:30pm at Lions Wayside 
Park. www.trivalleyguidedogs.org 

Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Social, Aug. 
9, noon to 4 p.m. Ravenswood Historic 
Site, 2647 Arroyo Rd., Livermore. No 
admission charge. Games, music, 
historical demonstrations, tours and 
more. 443-0238. 

The Museum on Main 2015 Ed Kinney 
Speaker Series An Evening With… An-
drew Carnegie, Tuesday, August 11th, 
7 pm: A rags-to-riches story, Scottish-
born Andrew Carnegie, emigrated with 

his poor family to the United States 
in 1848 and by 1901 Carnegie sold 
his steel company for $480 million. 
The steel mogul is portrayed by actor 
and professor Doug Mishler. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.museumonmain.org, at 
Museum on Main during regular oper-
ating hours or by phoning the museum 
at (925) 462-2766. 

Livermore Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Wine Country Summer 
Series, August 27, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. at Concannon Vineyard, 4590 
Tesla Road. Speaker TBA. Tickets and 
information at Livermore Chamber of 
Commerce, www.livermorechamber.org 

Make Music with “No Wrong 
Notes” Philosophy

Chris Condon’s different sort of musical workshop is all 
about music improvisation, inclusion, and the philosophy 
of “no wrong notes” and comes to the Bothwell July 25th 
from 3:00-5:00pm.

Condon’s workshop is based on the teachings of Mary 
Knysh and Music for People and starts with a Bill of Musi-
cal Rights from Music for People:

• Musical self-expression is a joyful and healthy means 
of communication 

available to absolutely everyone.
• There are as many different ways to make music as 

there are people.
• Any combination of people and instruments can make 

music together.
•There are no "unmusical" people, only those with no 

musical experience.
•In improvisation as in life, we must be responsible for 

the vibrations we send one 
another.
Chris will lead the group into taking risks in an open and 

relaxed atmosphere of creativity. The workshop is for all 
musical abilities from the non-musician to the established 
professional, everyone lending a voice.   Chris will provide 
instruments – or bring your own.  The fee is  $30. 

 The Bothwell is located at 2466 8th Street in Livermore.  
To sign up, contact Agiancola@livermoreperformingarts.org

 

Drum circle session
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social 
on August 9, 2015 from 12 noon to 4:00 
p.m. at Ravenswood Historic Site. Free 
admission. There will be ice cream and 
hot dogs for sale. There will be games, 
music, historic demonstrations and more. 
The event features Pleasanton Community 
Concert Bank, Valley Banjos, Petting Zoo 
and Pony Rides, Doll Display, Wood Carving 
Club, Face Painting and Livermore Heritage 
Guild Historymobile. Ravenswood has a 
gift store, selling unique items and crafts. 
2647 Arroyo Rd., Livermore.

Fertile Groundworks: program on 
Seed Starting for the Fall Vegetable Garden, 
11 a.m. to noon on July 18 at  Asbury 
United Methodist Church; 4743 East Ave; 
Livermore. 

GNON (Girls Night Out Networking) 
monthly mixer.  Bay Area women can in 
the fun in downtown Pleasanton.  Open 
to everyone…even first time attendees. 
Mon., Aug. 3, 7 to 9 p.m.  Oasis Grill & 
Wine Lounge, 780 Main St., Pleasanton, 
RSVP - prepayment required; no walk-ins.  
www.gnon.org/rsvp.html or call 487-4748. 
Cost $10-$15. 

RPEA (Retired Public Employees 
Associations), meets Thurs., Aug. 6 at 
Villa's Hickory Pit & Grill, 3054 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore, at 10:45 p.m. Frank Vallejo from 
California Water Service will talk about 
the drought situation and billing process. 
All retired public employees under the 
Calpers retirement program are invited to 
attend. For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Muriel Springer at 447-1920 or 
MSpringer9991@aol.com or Val Olson, 
secretary, at 449-5807 or volson582003@
yahoo.com

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA, July 23, noon, lunch in Pleasanton, 
RSVP by July 20 to Dolores 833-1908. July 
25, 12:30 p.m. Chinese lunch in Pleasan-
ton, RSVP by July 23 to Athene 846-0111. 
July 29, noon, Italian lunch in San Ramon, 
RSVP by July 27 to Marsha 830-8483. 

Walker Repair: Heritage Estates, 
Kindred, and Professional Healthcare At 
Home will sponsor a Walker Repair (Wobbly 
Walkers) program. This walker repair 
program is provided for all wobbly walkers 
by Professional Healthcare At Home. The 
walker repairs will be on Saturday, July 
18, 2015, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
in the Health and Wellness Courtyard at 
Heritage Estates, 850 East Stanley Blvd. 
Livermore. Call Heritage Estates to RSVP at 
925-373-3636

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society meeting 7:30 p.m. Mon., Aug. 10. 
Guest speaker Gene Block will talk about 
Four Main Reasons Why We Hit Brick Walls 
in Our Research, when the records are 
available. Gene realized when he began 
researching, that for the first time that 
not only did he not know the countries 
where his ancestors were born, he did not 
even know the names of any of his great 
grandparents. Over many subsequent 
years Gene observed that genealogists hit 
Brick Walls even when the needed records 
are available. In his presentation Gene will 

discuss the four main reasons why this 
occurs. Congregation Bath Emek at 3400 
North Court, Pleasanton. All are welcome 
and there is no charge. For further 
information contact the program chairs at 
program@L-ags.org.

The 50th reunion of the Livermore 
High class of 1965 is coming up soon 
Friday, October 2.  A number of activities 
are planned for the first weekend in 
October. A cocktail hour, dinner/dance and 
general reminiscing set for Fri., Oct. 2 from 
5:30-10:30 p.m. at the Bella Rosa Center. 
LHS graduates from the class of '65 era 
are invited to attend the party. Registration 
form is available at www.livermore-
highclassof1965.blogspot.com. Detailed 
information aobut other planned activities 
is also listed on the blog. Send question to 
livermoreclassof1965@gmail.com.

Vineyard Alternative Elementary/
Middle School, a Livermore School District 
run independent study program for grades 
1-8, now accepting enrollment for the 
2015-2016 school year. A Parent Orienta-
tion Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 19, 2015 at 10:00 A.M. in room 8 
at Vineyard School. This voluntary program 
is designed to assist parents who wish 
to instruct their children at home. The 
program provides, at no cost, educational 
materials that meet the district and state 
framework guidelines. For more informa-
tion, call (925) 606-4722 or visit www.
vineyard.schoolloop.com 

Tri-Valley Democratic Club Summer 
Potluck BBQ, 11:30 a.m. Sun., Aug. 2 at 
the Pleasanton Sports Park. www.trival-
leydems.com 

Tri-Valley Communities Against a 
Radioactive Environment (Tri-Valley 
CAREs) was founded in 1983 in Livermore, 
California by concerned neighbors living 
around the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory. Tri-Valley CAREs' over arching 
mission is to promote peace, justice and 
a healthy environment. All are welcome at 
the monthly meeting at the Livermore Civic 
Center Library Thursday, July 16th from 
7:30pm to 9pm. For more information call 
Tri-Valley CAREs at (925) 443-7148 or visit 
http://trivalleycares.org

Dress a Girl Around the World, an 
invitation to make simple dresses for girls 
in third world countries. Next Sew-Fest is 
Saturday, July 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at St. Augustine Hall, Pleasanton. Help 
is needed sewing, ironing, cutting. Bring 
sewing machine or serger, iron, ironing 
board, scissors, along with helping hands. 
(Those planning to stay all day should bring 
a bag lunch.) Always accepting cheerful 
cotton fabric donations. Those who can’t 
make the Sew-Fest but would like to sew, 
arrange for kits that can be sews at home. 
Questions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 
or suzbeck@yahoo.com 

18th annual Pooch Parade, 
Wednesday,August 5, 2015 presented by 
the Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Raisers in 
downtown Pleasanton. Over 200 dogs are 
expected to participate in this year's event. 
5:30pm at Lions Wayside Park. www.trival-
leyguidedogs.org 

Birthright Pregnancy Support 
Center, has moved to 1010 Murrieta Blvd., 
Suite B, Livermore, located directly behind 
the blue bus stop near the corner of Fenton 
St., and next to Stanford/ValleyCare Hos-
pital. Volunteers are sought including an 
immediate need for a Tuesday (10am-2pm) 
office volunteer, also Thursdays (12-4 pm), 

Bill Fields, Owner and President of Surtec, Inc. located 
in Tracy, California was recently honored with the 2015 
California Small Business Award by Assemblywoman Susan 
Talamantes Eggman, District 13. Surtec was celebrated for 
the company's hard work and dedication to the community.

Bill has been a resident of Livermore for 30 plus years. 
He founded Surtec in 1975 and the company has been 
manufacturing janitorial maintenance chemicals and equip-
ment ever since. In 2003, Surtec relocated from Hayward, 
California to Tracy, California. 

Bill is also being recognized as the founder of the Surtec 
Adopt-A-Family program. He founded the Surtec Adopt-
A-Family program in 1991, which provides food and gifts 
to needy families with children during the holiday season. 
A majority of the recipients are families that reside in the 
Livermore area. To date, the Surtec Adopt-A-Family pro-
gram has provided for 6,191 families with 17,615 children. 

 Surtec, Inc. was honored by Assemblywoman Susan 
Eggman at California Small Business Day as Small Business 
of the Year, District 13.

Eggman commented, “Surtec is well deserving of this 
award for their history of product innovations and for their 
commitment to community with Surtec’s Adopt-A-Family 
Program."

Surtec President Bill Fields commented, “It is with great 
humility and pride that I accept this award on behalf of 
Surtec, Inc. Surtec has always strived to lead the industry 

After nearly three years as CEO of Hope Hospice, Victo-
ria Emmons is following her heart to Montana to be closer 
to her daughter, son-in-law and precious grandson.

“During the past 35 years, Hope Hospice has remained 
a treasure in the community, available to so many in need,” 
says Emmons. “It’s been an honor and privilege to serve the 
community as head of this incredible non-profit organiza-
tion.”

Emmons has held positions in the health care field for 
more than 30 years, serving as vice president at several Bay 
Area hospitals, CEO of a community clinic consortium in 
Silicon Valley, and, since 2012, CEO of Hope Hospice in 
Dublin, a nonprofit hospice founded in 1979. Hope Hospice 
serves patients and their families in Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties.

Emmons is a founding member of the Steering Commit-
tee for the East Bay Conversation Project. She is currently 
a member of the Rotary Club of Pleasanton.

“Personally, I am very excited for Victoria and her deci-
sion to enter this new chapter in her life,” says Captain Craig 
Eicher, president of the Hope Hospice Board of Directors. 
“Her selfless contributions to Hope Hospice and local ser-
vice groups will have a long lasting and positive impact for 
our organization and the communities we serve.” 

in technology and customer service, and this award con-
firms that these efforts do not go unrecognized. My sincere 
thanks go out to Susan Eggman and the State of California 
for selecting Surtec to receive this honor.” 

Surtec, Inc. was founded in January of 1975 with the goal 
of developing and producing the highest quality chemicals, 
equipment and programs for the cleaning and maintenance 
industry.

Surtec has led the industry in the development of "Green 
Cleaning Products and Programs" since the early 1980's 
by developing “green” chemical products and complete 
maintenance programs that really work. Surtec has also 
developed and patented truly green maintenance equipment 
with vacuum systems that drastically improve indoor air 
quality along with saving labor dollars. All of these systems 
are supported by "hands-on" factory-trained Surtec Techni-
cal Representatives. 

Tufts University recently announced the Dean's List for the 
Spring 2015 semester. Among these students is Emily Naito of 
Pleasanton, class of 2016. Dean's List honors at Tufts University 
require a semester grade point average of 3.4 or greater.

Alice Chao of Pleasanton, was recently initiated into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest and most selective 
collegiate honor society for all academic disciplines. Chao was 
initiated at University of the Pacific.

Chao is among approximately 32,000 students, faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni to be initiated into Phi Kappa Phi each 
year. Membership is by invitation and requires nomination and 
approval by a chapter. Only the top 10 percent of seniors and 7.5 
percent of juniors, having at least 72 semester hours, are eligible 
for membership. Graduate students in the top 10 percent of the 
number of candidates for graduate degrees may also qualify, as 
do faculty, professional staff, and alumni who have achieved 
scholarly distinction.

At the end of the spring semester, most students long for a 
period of relaxation, adventure and, quite frankly, a break from 
hours spent at the library. Rather than immediately tackling a new 
job or lounging by the pool, Madison Brinnon of Pleasanton, along 
with 300 other Belmont students, opted to study abroad during 
the University's Maymester session. The list of trips includes 
diverse sites like Germany, Hawaii, Spain, Brazil, Israel, Greece, 
Rome, China, Argentina, Costa Rica and many more. Majoring in 
Entertainment Industry Studies, Brinnon, a sophomore, was able 
to take courses for academic credit during the session in Brazil.

 
Ellen Louise Kwan of Pleasanton, graduated with a BA in Studio 

Art from Carleton College at its 141st Commencement exercises, 
held on Saturday, June 13. Kwan is the Daughter of Benjamin and 
Jamie Kwan of Pleasanton.

Rebecca Meister, a Business Administration major, was named 
to the Dean's List in Ithaca College's School of Business for the 
spring 2015 semester.

Hope Hospice CEO Retires

Surtec President Receives Small Business Award
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and substitutes for all days, Administra-
tive Secretary (proficient with Microsoft 
Word, Excel), social media and website 
assistance, and more. If interested, call 
Erika Ratto at (925) 518-9616, or our 
office at (925) 449-5887. Birthright's free 
and confidential services include - - free 
pregnancy tests, caring guidance, adoption 
and medical referrals, baby and maternity 
clothing, and more. (925) 449-5887 for an 
appointment. Our office hours are: Mon., 
Tues., Wed., 10-2; Thurs. 12-4; 1st, 2nd 
& 4th Saturdays 10-1. 1-800-550-4900 
Helpline is staffed 24/7. www.birthright.
org/Livermore for more information on 
Birthright's services. 

Celebrating 125 years of Livermore 
High School: Livermore High School & the 
Livermore High School Alumni Association 
are beginning to organize interested, com-
mitted volunteers to work/head the various 
committees to organize & plan celebratory 
events. The goal is for events to follow 
through the 2016 school year in honor of 
125 years and not be limited to one day. 
Interested? Call: Susan C. 925-447-6071 
or Email: Susan: sdcanfield@comcast.net 
or Cheryl: cperry415@aol.com. 

Earth friendly demonstration 
garden, 3575 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Alameda County Master Gardeners present 
talks on a variety of topics., 10 to 11 a.m. 
Aug. 8: ABC's of garden design; Sept. 12: 
bulbs: the best drought resistant garden 
color; Oct. 10: multiply and divide peren-
nials; Nov. 14: roses - selecting, planting 
and pruning. Gardening advice and guided 
tours 2nd Saturday of each month. Garden 
open to public every day during daylight 
hours. No admission charge.

Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy 
Club. Feed your wonder about the Night 
Sky and the Cosmos by joining us on the 
3rd Friday of the Month for our club meet-
ing. Unitarian Universalist Church, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. Doors open at 7:00 
p.m. talk starts at 7:30 pm. For more info 
visit us @ http://www.trivalleystargaz-
ers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 2647 
Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents in 1890s 
costumes give free guided tours beginning 
at noon, on the second and fourth Sundays 
of the month. Each tour includes the 1885 
Cottage and the 1891 Main House, and 
the beautifully landscaped grounds. For 
information on the Ravenswood Progress 
League (RPL) or the volunteer Docent Pro-
gram, please call the Docent Coordinator at 
(925) 443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a social 
group of retired men who join together to 
better enjoy their leisure time. Activities 
include golf, bridge, photography, travel, 
fishing, biking, wine tasting, and technol-
ogy. The Tri-Valley Branch serves men 
living in Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, 
and San Ramon. The group meets for lunch 
on the first Thursday of each month at the 
San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest Lane, 
San Ramon. Please read more about the 
Tri-Valley SIR at http://sirs34.org/ and 
the Statewide SIR at www.sirinc.org/. For 
information or to attend a meeting, call 
Rich Osborne 925-785-3549.

NAMI Tri-Valley Parent Resource & 
Support Group meets monthly for parents/
caretakers of children ages 5-17 years 
with (or suspected of having) emotional/ 
psychiatric disorders. It meets the third 
Tuesday of the month from 7-9pm at 
Pathways to Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge 

Dr., Suite 114, Pleasanton. The group is 
drop-in and free. Contact person is Marsha 
McInnis at 925-980-5331.

Tri-Valley Haven provides crisis sta-
bilization counseling for those experiencing 
difficulties related to domestic violence, 
abusive situations, sexual assault or other 
challenging emotional issues. We provide 
assistance with individual therapy and/or 
group support. Please call to schedule an 
appointment: 925 449-5845 (Counseling 
Intake)

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a 
group for retired men who seek activities 
to enhance their retirement. Monthly 
meetings feature lunch and an interesting 
speaker. Men have the opportunity to learn 
about and join activities such as hiking, 
bridge, investment, bowling, bocce ball and 
wood carving. There is also a neat group 
of guys to get to know. SIR Branch #121 
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month 
at the DoubleTree Hotel, Las Flores Road 
(near Bluebell Drive), Livermore, at 11:30. 
Any retired man is welcome to drop by to 
learn about your opportunities. For more 
information check our website: branch121.
sirinc2.org or email Neal Cavanaugh at 
nealfcavanaugh@att.net (put “SIR” in the 
subject line).

ClutterLess Self Help Support 
Group, nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, 
support group for people with difficulty dis-
carding unwanted possessions. Cluttering 
is a psychological issue, not an organizing 
issue. New meeting location: Parkview,100 
Valley Avenue (main entrance), 2nd Floor 
Activity Room, Pleasanton. Mondays except 
some holidays 7:00 to 8:30 pm. Come 
or call a volunteer at 925)289-5356 or 
925-922-1467. More information at: www.
clutterlesseastbay.org

Pleasanton Lions Club- welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our commu-
nity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd 
& 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The Regalia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com.

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 

offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 
to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
third floor movie room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for 
the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place for 
family members to come and share their 
experiences and concerns with others who 
understand what they are going through. 
All family members are welcome to attend 
meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or 
email livermoremilitaryfamilies@yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contem-
plative Service in the Chapel and 10:00 
a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
and children’s program For more informa-
tion www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 
a.m. Children's classes during adult wor-
ship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. 
Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.bethemek.
org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affili-
ated with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi 
Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-
1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 

N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs 
and magazines for sale. For information, 
call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service starts 
at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, meetings 
Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
(925) 447-4357 - www.calvarylivermore.
org.

United Christian Church, www.
uccliv.org, a gay-welcoming congrega-
tion offering community and spiritual 
encouragement for questioners, seekers 
and risk-takers. Worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome. 
1886 College Ave. at M St., Livermore; call 
449-6820 for more information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. 
Services: Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; 
worship service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School 
9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Senior adult 
ministries meet every other month. Call the 
office at 846-8650 for more information. 

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, youth activities 
and children's choir at 6:30 p.m. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our hospital-
ity. For more information call the church 
office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church. 678 Enos Way, Livermore. 
Summer Sunday services with Rev. Joyce 
Parry-Moore, Rector: 9:30 am Eucharist 
with music (child care for children 5 and 
under provided). The two service schedule, 
Godly Play and Youth Group programs will 
resume on September 8. 

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are wel-
comed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; worship service 
10:15 a.m. Sundays. www.trivalleychurch.
org.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; 
in the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, During the 
summer months, Centerpointe Church will 
hold a single worship service at 10 a.m. 
in the worship center, 3410 Cornerstone 
Court.The summer schedule will run 
throughout July and August. Two worship 
services will resume on August 23. Sunday 
school and a full range of youth programs 
will be held each Sunday. For more 
information, please see www.centerpointe-
church.org or call (925) 846-4436. 

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School, 6500 Garaventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.
jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, call the office at (925) 479-
1414 to begin the process. Wednesday and 
Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 4 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 
every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 

will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nis-
sen Drive, Livermore.

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church at 4444 Black Ave. offers a 
friendly congregation where all are wel-
come. One service at 9:30 a.m. Childcare 
provided. Contact Rev. Heather Hammer 
at 846-0221, send an email to office@
lynnewood.org or visit our website at www.
lynnewood.org .

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., 
Livermore. 3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 
a.m., Mocho branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 
1501 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 
9 a.m.; 4th ward 11 a.m., Springtown 
ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 
Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth group 
Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school youth 
group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. www.
jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Mondays at 7pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). More 
information: LivermoreQuakers@gmail.
com or (925) 315-7170. 

Unity of Tri-Valley, 7567 Amador Val-
ley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 Sunday 
service. All are welcome. Ongoing classes, 
groups, and activities. Rev. Karen Epps, 
minister. http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 
925.829-2733.

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contractors 
St., Livermore. .Sunday School (all ages) 
– 8:30 AM. Communion – 9:30 AM. 925-
906-9561 stfrancisanglican.church.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley - People from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual 
orientations welcome. Sunday service 
at 10:00 a.m. Youth and teen programs 
offered as well. All are welcome. Meeting 
place 1617 2nd St., 2nd Floor, Livermore. 
For more information contact revhar-
riet1@yahoo.com or visit us at http:// 
csllvlighthouse.org.

Dealing with death, Those dealing 
with grief due to a death are invited to 
attend bi-monthly meetings. St. Elizabeth 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. 
Bi-monthly meetings will be held at St. 
Elizabeth Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr. 
Pleasanton. Second and fourth Thursday 
evenings at 7:30pm. July 23rd and August 
13th. And27th 2015. No per-registration 
is necessary. These sessions are open to 
all, regardless of religious affiliation. Call 
Mary Hagerty at 925-846-5377 for more 
information. 

Eckankar, " Spiritual Keys to Joy and 
Happiness " is the theme of the next ECK 
Worship Service, Sunday, July 19, at 11:00 
AM. The ECK Worship Service is held once 
a month on the third Sunday at the Four 
Points Sheridan, 5115 Hopyard Road. For 
further information, please contact http://
eck-ca.org/ by computer.
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Eleven Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
researchers have been named Distinguished Members of 
Technical Staff (DMTS) for their scientific and techni-
cal contributions to the Laboratory and its missions, as 
acknowledged by their professional peers and the larger 
community.

Gilbert (Rip) Collins of Physical and Life Sciences 
(PLS), Dale Darling of Global Security, Bronis de 
Supinski of Computation, John Elmer of Engineering, 
Steve Haan of Weapons and Complex Integration, Brian 
MacGowan of NIF and Photon Sciences, Harry Martz of 
Engineering, Roger Miller of Engineering, Stephen Payne 
of PLS, Dean Williams of Computation and Natalia 
Zaitseva of PLS have earned the DMTS designation by 
reaching the highest technical staff level achievable by a 
scientist or engineer at the Lab.

The DMTS classification, created to serve as a career 
ladder for LLNL scientists and engineers, recognizes sci-
ence, technology and engineering (ST&E) excellence. 

Gilbert (Rip) Collins: Over the past 17 years, Rip 
Collins has been a leading figure in establishing a new 
branch of science – experimental condensed matter phys-
ics at extreme, high-energy-density (HED) conditions. 
His pioneering work on the measurement of the equation 
of state of deuterium, which used laser-generated shocks 
to compress the sample, launched an international effort 
to use a new generation of HED facilities to explore the 
properties of material at these extreme conditions, which 
had previously been experimentally inaccessible. Now, 
as more HED facilities are becoming available, Collins is 
playing a pivotal international leadership role in building 
a broad scientific community to fully exploit these emerg-
ing capabilities for scientific discovery.

Dale Darling: During his 35-year career at LLNL, 
Dale Darling has had a sustained history of distinguished 
scientific and technical achievements. Early in his career, 
his collaboration with researcher Richard Sacks in the 
invention of wetted foam cryogenic capsules was a key 
contributor to the Inertial Confinement Fusion Program, 
with important implications for the establishment of Na-
tional Ignition Facility parameters. In later years, Darling 
became a recognized authority on foreign nuclear weapon 
programs. He has also been a key player in Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty issues and how the test ban might 
relate to future nuclear weapons threats.

Bronis de Supinski: In his 17 years at the Laboratory, 
Bronis de Supinski has established himself as a prolific 
researcher and an influential voice in the high perfor-
mance computing (HPC) community. As an internation-
ally respected leader in HPC system operations and ef-
ficiencies, particularly programming models, algorithms, 
performance, code correctness and resilience, he has 
made a direct impact on large-scale computing systems as 
well as shaping the Lab – and national – agenda for next-

generation computing systems. His efforts have helped 
sustain LLNL’s extraordinary tradition of innovation and 
preeminence in HPC.

John Elmer: As an internationally recognized expert 
on welding and joining, John Elmer has been impact-
ing the Department of Energy complex for more than 20 
years. In addition to contributing to the advancement of 
the field through basic research, Elmer has been ex-
tremely effective at transforming those scientific advances 
into practical solutions for laboratory problems. He is 
most recognized for his pioneering development and ap-
plication of synchrotron-based, in-situ, spatially resolved 
X-ray diffraction techniques to welding and phase trans-
formation research. This work has had a major impact 
on materials research and is now applied by researchers 
around the world.

 Steve Haan: Steve Haan, a 34-year LLNL veteran, is 
recognized for his compelling contributions to the Inertial 
Confinement Fusion (ICF) programs, both inside and out-
side the Lab; his in-depth knowledge of ICF science; and 
his ability to integrate science, technology and manufac-
turing. As a world-leading expert in the area of hydrody-
namics, Haan is considered a pioneer in understanding 
hydrodynamic instabilities and mix in ICF implosions. 
In addition, Haan played a leading role in the design, 
fielding and analysis of the Halite-Centurion series of 
underground nuclear test experiments, knowledge that is 
still drawn from today by the National Nuclear Security 
Administration’s Stockpile Stewardship Program.

Brian MacGowan: For more than 30 years, Brian 
MacGowan has made significant contributions to science 
and programs important to LLNL. MacGowan became an 
internationally recognized expert in the field of soft X-ray 
lasers, instrumental in laying the experimental foundation 
that led to their development. His work in this area still 
is cited more than 20 years later. In addition, MacGowan 
has been a significant contributor to the physics basis 
of Inertial Confinement Fusion on the National Ignition 
Facility through control of laser plasma interactions. He 
continues to be instrumental in developing, commission-
ing and operating the National Ignition Facility.

Harry Martz: A national and international leader in 
his field, Martz has spent nearly three decades advancing 
X-ray computed tomography in the field of non-destruc-
tive characterization, resulting in significant impacts to 
United States aviation and portal security. His work has 
made important contributions to national security in the 
area of X-ray imaging for detection of illicit materials. 
This world-renowned expertise has been leveraged to 
position the Lab as an independent adviser to government 
agencies at critical stages of technology development in 
this area. 

Roger Miller: Roger Miller is recognized for his 
myriad achievements in the national security arena as one 

of the United States’ premier technical experts on foreign 
nuclear programs, especially enrichment activities. He has 
been a key technical expert supporting U.S. negotiations 
in Iran. His expertise, recognized by his peers as well as 
senior domestic and international policymakers, directly 
results from his ability to apply his technical acumen to 
important national security challenges. Miller’s numerous 
assessments have provided the foundation for major U.S. 
policy initiatives in this area.

Stephen Payne: During his 29-year tenure at LLNL, 
Stephen Payne has distinguished himself in two techni-
cal areas. As an internationally recognized expert on the 
material science and physics of solid-state laser materials 
and systems, Payne was the leader of teams that system-
atically identified, characterized, developed and demon-
strated a variety of novel materials, several of which have 
been successfully commercialized and are used interna-
tionally. More recently, Payne turned his scientific and 
leadership capabilities to the identification, fabrication 
and demonstration of numerous novel materials for use 
in radiation detectors, a topic of critical importance for 
national security and other applications. He emphasizes 
that LLNL’s tradition of forming strong teams enabled his 
successes.

Dean Williams: For more than 25 years, Dean Wil-
liams has contributed high-level achievements in climate 
science. As the principal investigator for the Earth System 
Grid Federation (ESGF) – a multi-agency international 
collaboration that provides interactive views of future 
climate changes based on projected natural and human 
factors – Williams has delivered an unrivaled and robust 
resource that allows scientists around the world unprece-
dented understanding of climate change, extreme weather 
events and environmental science. The project was asked 
to support the fourth Intergovernmental Program and 
Climate Change, work which was later honored with a 
2007 Nobel Peace Prize, awarded jointly to former Vice 
President Al Gore and the IPCC team.

Natalia Zaitseva: Over the course of her more than 
20-year career at LLNL, Natalia Zaitseva has revolution-
ized the fields of crystal growth and radiation detection. 
She discovered mechanisms of solution growth that 
allowed high-quality crystals to be grown at rates up to 
50 times faster than previously possible, a discovery that 
had immeasurable impact on the development of optical 
materials for the National Ignition Facility. The resulting 
scientific discoveries and technology developments have 
opened the way for other materials to be grown rapidly 
from solution and have significantly contributed to other 
areas of materials science. More recently, Zaitseva led a 
new area of crystal growth research based on applying 
solution methods to large-scale production of organic 
scintillators, which are of increasing importance for na-
tional security applications.
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