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PET OF THE WEEK
Take a chance on Chester! A cheery Havanese/
Brussels Griffon mix, he will make you chuckle. Life 
will change with 2-year-old Chester by your side. Make 
the right choice today…choose Chester! VHS is open 
Tuesdays through Saturdays from 10 am – 4 pm and 
Sundays from 12 noon – 4 pm, and is located at 3670 
Nevada Street in Pleasanton. For more information 
please call (925) 426-8656, or visit www.valleyhumane.
org to see other adoptable cats and dogs. Photo - Valley 
Humane Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Relay For Life of Pleasanton was held on July 27 at Pleasanton Middle School. 
On hand were 34 teams with 320 participants who helped to raise over $90,000. The 
event is held over a 24 hour period during which members of each team take turns 
walking around the track. In addition, to the relay walk, there is a survivors lap and 
a luminaria ceremony. All cancer survivors take the first lap around the track to 
celebrate victory over cancer. The ceremony honors people lost to cancer, those 
who have fought cancer in the past and those whose fight continues.
   

 
 

By Carol Graham
Molly Topf can’t help but 

remember her first National 
Night Out block party in 
2007.  

“It took place just two 
weeks after my husband 
and I bought our first home 
in Dublin,” she says.  “I 
was so excited to get the 
invitation and have an early 
opportunity to meet our new 
neighbors.  Feeling a part 
of the community is very 
important to us. Thanks 
to National Night Out, we 
were warmly welcomed 
immediately, both by our 
neighbors and the dozens of 
police officers, firefighters 
and community liaisons who 
stopped by that night.  I was 
thrilled to learn I had moved 
to a town that valued things 
like this.”

The 30th Annual Na-
tional Night Out (NNO) will 
take place Tuesday, August 
6th, as dozens of Tri-Valley 
neighborhoods, community 
organizations, law enforce-
ment agencies, and city 
officials take to the streets 
for “America’s Night Out 
Against Crime.”

Sponsored by the Na-
tional Association of Town 
Watch, NNO was estab-
lished in 1984 to encourage 
neighborhood collaboration, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity programs, heighten 
crime prevention awareness, 
and send a clear message 
to criminals that neighbor-
hoods are organized and 
fighting back.  Yet three 
decades has allowed NNO 
to mature into an event that 
is meaningful on a number 
of levels.  

“The beauty and enjoy-
ment of it for me is that it’s 
the one time of the year I 
get to see and talk with my 
neighbors,” says real estate 
agent Angela Muetterties.  
“We live doors away from 
each other yet very rarely, 
aside from a honk and a 
wave, get to see one another 
and hear what’s going on in 
each other’s lives.  It’s good 
for the kids, too.  They meet 
police officers and firefight-
ers and sit in their vehicles.   
City councilmembers stop 
by. When the mayor visited 
our court he actually sat 
down and shared food with 
us.  It’s a great opportunity 
to start teaching our children 
that these people really help 
our communities.”

National Night Out activ-
ities are often as diverse as 
the neighborhoods that host 
them, from potlucks to pool 
parties, ice cream socials to 
book or plant swaps, and 
outdoor game night to com-
munity clean-up projects.  
Yet the purpose remains 
consistent: connecting the 
community to foster a strong 
front against crime. 

“When the lady who 
spearheaded all  things 
neighborhood moved away 
in 2009, I became involved 
in hosting the block par-
ty,” says Topf.  “She was 

Neighborhoods 
Making Plans 
for National 
Night Out  

(See NIGHT OUT, page 3)

The Livermore Library 
materials collection has 
suffered due to the 33% 
funding reduction over the 
past several years.

That was just part of the 
information provided by 
Tamera LeBeau, the new Di-
rector of Library Services, 
during an update on library 
services presented at the 
recent city council meeting.

She  no ted  tha t  the 
$70,000 in one-time funds  
included in next year's bud-
get will be a positive step 
toward addressing the defi-
ciencies. However, a longer 
term solution will eventu-
ally be needed. LeBeau said 
that the $70,000 will be used 
to reduce the wait times 
for popular books, both in 
print and eBook formats. 
For print books, this will be 
accomplished by purchasing 

Agility, collaboration and 
education represent the ba-
sics needed to create a thriv-
ing innovation economy.

Four speakers offered 
those views on the subject, 
"Infrastructure Needed for 
an Innovation Hub." The 
panel spoke at a luncheon 
hosted by the Livermore 
Valley Chamber of Com-
merce last week.

Tech reporter Andrew 

Technology Combined with Creativity Driving Innovation
Keen moderated the dis-
cussion. Panelists included 
AT&T Innovation executive 
Maureen Stafford, Steve 
Rottler, the head of Sandia 
California National Labo-
ratories; Bay Area Council 
Economic Institute Vice 
President Tracey Grose, and 
Alex Stankoski, of Chevron 
Energy Solutions.

According to the speak-
ers, agility to respond to the 

ever changing tech world 
can be addressed, in part, 
through public policy and 
changes in outdated regula-
tions. Collaboration repre-
sents the need for govern-
ment, business and educa-
tors to work together. There 
will be more collaboration 
among researchers and sci-
entists. Education needs to 
focus on preparing students 
for a 21st century economy 

that requires not only math 
and science, but the ability 
to communicate and work 
together.

Each of the panelists 
related what his or her orga-
nization was working on to 
enhance innovation.

Sandia's Rottler noted 
that with the national secu-
rity as the laboratory's main 
mission, innovation comes 
in how business is conduct-

ed. The focus is on moving 
a good bit of both Sandia 
and Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory outside 
the fence into the Livermore 
Valley Open Campus. That 
will make it easier to inter-
act with scientists at both 
laboratories on innovative 
research and development.

Stankoski, from Chevron 
Energy Solutions, stated that 

(See INNOVATION, page 4)

Storytime Coming Back 
to Springtown Library

one additional copy of a title 
for every three holds on that 
title, reducing wait times by 
approximately one month 
for popular books. At a cost 
of $10,000 per year this im-
provement could continue in 
future years.

Additional eBook fund-
ing will enable Livermore 
to establish its own eB-
ook platform and purchase 
content for that platform, 
rather than continue on the 
shared platform the Library 
currently uses. As a result, 
Livermore patrons will no 
longer have to wait in line 
with patrons from other Bay 
Area libraries for the same 
set of popular eBooks, mak-
ing the wait time shorter on 
eBooks as well. To continue 
this service in future years 
would cost an additional 

(See LIBRARY, page 5)

Alameda County Local 
Agency Formation Com-
mission (LAFCO) members 
are looking at what role 
the agency might have in 
preserving and enhancing 
agriculture and open space 
in the county.

Staff was directed to re-
turn in the future with draft 
policies related to ag and 
open space preservation.

Areas such as Doolan 

LAFCO Looks For Role In Ag 
and Open Space Preservation

Canyon could be affected if 
LAFCO were to take a more 
active role in open space and 
agricultural preservation, 
according to the discussion 
at a LAFCO ag and open 
space workshop held July 
29 in Dublin.

LAFCO has no planning 
powers. However, its deci-
sions regarding boundary 
changes and spheres of influ-
ence indirectly affect land 

use, said executive director 
Mona Palacios.  

Among the goals listed 
for Local Agency Formation 
Commissions in Califoinia 
are discourage urban sprawl, 
and preserve open space and 
prime agricultural lands.

A LAFCO staff mem-
ber at the meeting read off 
policies set by other county 
LAFCOs. Among them were 
requirements for mitiga-

tion, setting urban growth 
boundaries, and conserva-
tion easements. The LAFCO 
in San Luis Obispo County 
"discourages urban develop-
ment in agricultural areas."

Requiring mitigation 
caught the attention of LAF-
CO members. Some coun-
ties require a 1:1 mitigation 
ratio. Commissioner and 
Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti 
asked if it meant giving up 

an acre of commercial or 
residential zoning on a gen-
eral plan and converting it 
to agriculture or open space.

Typically, the zoning 
exchanged described by 
Sbranti is not what is meant, 
said staff. Instead, it means 
that for every open space or 
ag acre lost, one agricultural 
or open space acre must be 
designated for preservation. 

(See LAFCO, page 4)

Residents 
Invited to 
Help Out 
With 'Living 
Arroyos'

Zone 7 'Water Agency 
is launching a "Living Ar-
royos" program that will 
give residents who volunteer 
and college students who 
want a part-time job some 
hands-on experience with 
their local streams.

Zone 7 will be partnering 
the program with the Ur-
ban Creeks Council (UCC), 
which will provide one-half 
of the funding, and the City 
of Livermore. Livermroe 
joined because of the op-
portunity to obtain financial 
help for some of its own 
stream projects. 

The vision is for UCC to 
supervise volunteers who 
will plant vegetation and 
maintain it. There will be a 
publicity campaign to attract 
local residents as volunteers.

Further, students from 
Las Positas College or local 

(See ARROYOS, page 5)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Pleasanton National Little League, representing District 57, took on Georgetown Little League team, representing 
the Central Division, opening night at the Intermediate Little League World Series. Hall of Fame pitcher Tom Seaver 
threw out the first pitch. Seaver won 300 games during his big league career. The results of the game were too 
late for The Independent's deadline. Pleasanton was up 9 to 0 in the top of the fourth. In the photo, Seaver gets 
a high five from Pleasanton catcher Mitch Benson. For more World Series photos and story, go to page 7.
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CAPE, INC.
Community Association For Preschool Education

Free Preschool For Income Qualifying Families  
With Children Ages Birth To 5 Years Old

Offering Full, Extended & Part Day
Head Start and State Preschool Programs  

in Livermore, Pleasanton, and Dublin

Information: (925) 443-3434 x112
Families of children with exceptional needs are encouraged to apply.

Openings Available!

By Carol Graham
Bob Bishop had a dream that’s about to come true.
“I wanted to help the children of people who have 

died in the line of duty,” he says.  “And, to show firefight-
ers, police officers, and military service members that if 
they’re willing to put their lives in harm’s way for our 
safety and security, we would stand up and support their 
families if something happened to them.”

Bishop’s new foundation, Benefits For Fallen Heroes, 
launches on Wednesday, August 7th, with a Grand Open-
ing Mixer and Movie Night at Livermore’s Vine Theater.      

“The launch party will be an amazing event,” he adds.  
“It kicks off at 6:30 p.m. with food provided by more 
than ten local restaurants, including Sauced, Sanctuary, 
The Carvery, Zephyr Grill & Bar, Casa Orozco, Demitri’s 
Taverna, and Uncle Yu’s.  Most of the owners or chefs 
will be on hand, adding to the fun mixer environment.  
The Navy Sea Cadets will perform a flag ceremony 
before we introduce the foundation’s board members and 
mission statement.  At 8 p.m., Zero Dark Thirty will be 
shown.”   

The critically acclaimed movie chronicles the decade-
long hunt for Osama bin Laden and his death at the hands 
of Navy S.E.A.L. Team 6. It earned  five Academy Award 
and four Golden Globe nominations last year.  

Tickets to the launch party - entitling attendees to 
food, one drink or unlimited soda, and the movie - cost 
$25 and are available by advance purchase online.     

For Bishop, founding the non-profit has been a natural 
progression.  “I was born and raised in Livermore.  I 
went through the school system here and became an 

Pictured are Bob Bishop, Congressman Eric Swalwell, 
and BFF board member Brent Hobson Vine Theater  

Senator Ellen Corbett, Bob Bishop, and Senator Mark 
DeSaulnier   invite people to attend the fundraiser at 
the Vine Theater.

Eagle Scout,” he says.  “I learned a lot about philanthropy 
and giving back.  It feels like it’s in my blood to rise up 
and do something good for the area.”

After earning his electrical engineering degree  from 
the University of California, Santa Barbara in 1990, 
Bishop says, “I wanted to fly jets off carriers, but the 
Navy was facing budget cuts at the time and were only 
taking pilots from the Annapolis Naval Academy.  It feels 
like I missed out on what I wanted to do; I wish I could 
have made a career out of that.  But helping those who 
did is now my passion.”   

For the past two decades, Bishop has worked as a 
civilian contractor with the military, the Defense Depart-
ment, Homeland Security and the Department of Energy.  
When a Lab colleague’s 19-year-old son was killed in 
Afghanistan two years ago, Bishop felt it was time to start 
giving back.  

“I knew I wanted to help children because my son was 
born in 2009,” he says.  “Up until then, I would take any 
kind of risk without worrying about consequences. Then 
suddenly, there was more to the story.  I know it would 
affect him drastically if I were to die.

“The mission of the foundation is to unite the commu-
nity around the goal of providing for the families of those 
who are protecting us.  In this day and age, we can’t rely 
on the government to step in and do everything for us.  
If we’re the ones who are benefitting, we should be the 
ones willing to pay for it.  If everyone shares the cost, it’s 
something we can easily handle.”

Proceeds from the launch party will be used to host the 
Benefits For Fallen Heroes Annual Fundraising Festival 

at the Bankhead Plaza on September 14th.
Last year, Bishop hosted  a 250-person block-party 

fundraiser at his Livermore residence, raising $15,000 
which, minus expenses, was donated to the Fallen Heroes 
Scholarship Foundation, a national organization that 
provides college scholarships for the children and spouses 
of US soldiers, police officers and firefighters killed in the 
line of duty.   

This spring, Bishop took the first steps to establish 
the Alameda County-based Benefits For Fallen Heroes, 
which will assist family members with both academic and 
rehabilitative needs. 

Bishop hopes to sell out the 250-person launch party, 
which will be attended by Mayor John Marchand, Mayor 
Emeritus Marshall Kamena, Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty, and delegates from the offices of Con-
gressman Eric Swalwell and State Senators Ellen Corbett 
and Mark DeSaulnier.  

“I want people to see that going to a fundraiser can be 
fun, and an opportunity to meet and network with some 
very interesting, influential people,” says Bishop.  

To the men and women who cannot attend the launch, 
those who gave their lives serving and protecting others, 
Bishop adds, “I would tell them, ‘Without your dedication 
and sacrifices, we would not be able to enjoy the free-
doms upon which this country is founded.  Thank you for 
your service and commitment, and know that we will help 
provide for your family.’” 

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.bffheroes.com.  

 

Benefits for Fallen Heroes
Evening at the Movies to Launch New Foundation

The use of plasmonic 
black metals could someday 
provide a pathway to more 
efficient photovoltaics (PV) 
--- the use of solar panels 
containing photovoltaic so-
lar cells --- to improve solar 
energy harvesting, according 
to researchers at Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory (LLNL).

The LLNL Materials En-
gineering Division (MED) 
research team has conducted 
breakthrough experiments 
using black metals. These 
nanostructured metals are 
designed to have low reflec-
tivity and high absorption 
of visible and infrared light. 
The MED research team re-
cently published their black 
metals research results in 
a cover-page article in the 
May issue of Applied Phys-
ics Letters titled “Plasmonic 
Black Metals in Resonant 
Nanocavities.”

Authored by MED physi-
cist and research team mem-

LLNL engineer Tiziana Bond (center) is holding an etched silicon wafer with the 
nanopatterns. Second row from left to right: Bond's nanophotonics and plasmonics 
research team members from the LLNL Engineering Directorate Elaine Behymer, 
Allan Chang and Mihail Bora.

Laboratory Engineering Team Makes  
Breakthrough in Solar Energy Research

ber Mihail Bora, the article 
details the work of the re-
search team led by LLNL 
Engineer Tiziana Bond.

It describes the team’s 
concept of black metals, 
which are not classic metals 
but can be thought of as an 
extension of the black sili-
con concept. When silicon 
is treated in a certain way, 
such as being roughened at 
the nanoscale level, it traps 
light by multiple reflections, 
increasing its solar absorp-
tion. This gives the silicon 
a black surface that’s able 
to better trap the full sun’s 
wavelength spectrum.

Similarly, black metals 
are produced by some sort 
of random nanostructuring 
-- either in gold or silver -- 
without guaranteeing a full, 
reliable and repeatable full 
solar absorption. However, 
Bond’s team developed a 
method to improve and con-
trol the absorption efficiency 
and basically turn the met-

als as black as they want, 
allowing them to increase, 
on demand, the absorption 
of a higher quantity of solar 
wavelengths. Her team built 
nanopillar structures that are 
trapping and absorbing all 
the relevant wavelengths of 
the entire solar spectrum.

“Our article was picked 
for the cover story of Ap-
plied Physics Letters be-
cause it represents cutting-
edge work in the area of 
plasmonics, the broadband 
operation obtained with a 
clear design and its impli-
cation for the photovoltaic 
(PV) yield,” Bond said.

This new LLNL tech-
nology could one day be 
used in the energy harvest-
ing industry such as PV. 
By incorporating metallic 
nanostructures with strong 
coupling of incident light, 
broad spectral and angular 
coverage, the LLNL team 
is providing a path for more 
efficient photovoltaics and 

thermovoltaics (a form of 
energy collection) by means 
of plasmon-exciton conver-
sion, according to Bond and 
Bora.

The raptors that die in 
the blades and on the guy 
wires of wind turbines in the 
Altamont are not the only 
Valley birds that face danger.

Some species of local 
songbirds and other small 
birds face a variety of 
threats. Some are killed by 
cats; other birds eat their 
young; toxic poison from 
herbicides and pesticides 
harm others; and the decline 
in quality of habitat, includ-
ing summer nesting grounds 
in Alaska and Canada, takes 
its toll.

A Danville resident ap-
proached The Independent 
asking whether the  Al-
tamont wind turbines may be 
having an effect on birds in 
her neighborhood. She and 
her neighbors have noticed a 
much lower bird population 
over the past few years, with 
some species no longer seen.

It is not known whether 
the smaller birds along the 
I-680 corridor fly through 
the Altamont, but most are 
not raptors, which look for 
the abundant small rodents 

Wind Turbines Are Not the Only Threat to Birds
in the tall Altamont grass. 
Small non-raptors find their 
food much closer to home.

Many small bird spe-
cies eat seeds, insects and 
worms. Bluejays take it 
up a step, by also easting 
mice and baby birds. One 
Livermore resident told The 
Independent that she has 
noticed a decline in finches. 
She said the cause may be 
scrub jays, which raid nests 
of nearby species, and eat 
the eggs.

Cats, both feral and do-
mestic, like to hunt birds, 
said the Livermore resident. 
Other contributors to bird 
deaths are the herbicides 
and pesticides that backyard 
gardeners use. She said that 
the toxic material from the 
chemicals enters the food 
chain, and kills the birds.

(Rachel Carson's book 
"Silent Spring", which was 
published in 1962, discussed 
the decline in bird popula-
tion from toxic chemicals, 
and helped launch the envi-
ronmental movement.)

Climate change may also 

be responsible for bird de-
cline by altering the summer 
habitats for Bay Area species 
that fly north, said Mike 
Lynes, executive director of 
the Golden Gate Audubon 
Society.

Lynes said that in recent 
years there have been lower 
populations of shorebirds, 
such as the surf scoter, a 
predominately black duck 
that spends winter on the 
Bay, and breeds in Alaska 
and Canada.

The Western sandpiper, 
which is brown and speckled 
on top and white underneath, 
darts along the Bay's beach-
es. The birds pause to dip 
their bills into the mud, and 
eat biofilm that forms there. 
Researchers say that the bio-
film is a mixture of bacteria, 
detritus and sediment. 

The National Audubon 
Society reports that the 
Western Sandpiper is on the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife's list of 
concern. 

Bird species in general 
have been declining, says the 
National Audubon Society. 
Since 1967, when Audubon 

began its "citizen science" 
annual Christmas bird count, 
the average population of 
common birds in species 
decline has fallen by 68 
percent. 

Some spec ies  have 
dropped by 80 percent. All 
20 birds on the Audubon list 
have lost at least one-half 
of their populations during 
that time. 

The 20 species are not 
in immediate danger of ex-
tinction, but the statistical 
plummet is a sign that people 
need to take notice, and form 
good policy for sustainable 
environments, says a report 
on Audubon's web page.
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For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and health education resources, 
visit pamf.org/healtheducation.

Scan this code with your smartphone/tablet for more 
health education information. Get the free mobile 
scanner app at http://gettag.mobi. Palo Alto Medical 

Foundation

AUG. 2013

•	 Breastfeeding	Your	Newborn
•	 Childbirth	Preparation

CHILDBIRTH AND PARENT EDUCATION CLASSES 

Learn about normal newborn appearance and 
behavior as well as soothing techniques from one of 
our Dublin Center pediatricians or family medicine 
doctors. After the presentation, our doctors will be 
available for a Q&A session about everything newborn 
in this free one-hour class. You’ll also find out how the 
Pediatrics and Family Medicine Departments work, 
what happens in the hospital and what to look for in 
the first few weeks with your baby.

Meet with a nurse and a certified lactation consultant to 
ensure your first weeks of motherhood are healthy and 
happy.

A MOTHER’S PLACE: POSTPARTUM SUPPORT GROUP

THURSDAYS, 10:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.Dublin Center
4050 Dublin Blvd.
Dublin
925-875-6223

YOUR BABY’S DOCTOR
FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
6:30 – 7:30 P.M.

Dublin Center
4050 Dublin Blvd.
Dublin
650-853-2960

650-853-2960

•	 Living	Well	with	Diabetes

NUTRITION AND DIABETES CLASSES 

510-498-2184

•	 New	Weigh	of	Life	(adult weight management)

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS

510-498-2184

Forum on Climate Change
The local climate team for Organizing 

for Action (OFA) will host a forum on 
climate change to be held in Dublin from 
6:30 - 9:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 13th at 
the IBEW Hall, 6250 Village Parkway.  
The event is part of a National Day of 
Action on Climate supported by OFA.  

OFA is working to support President 
Obama's legislative agenda focusing on 
three areas:  immigration reform, imple-
mentation of ObamaCare, and climate 
change.  The President's Climate Plan 
consists of four goals: Create the first ever 
EPA limits on carbon pollution; double 
production of clean energy in the U.S. by 
2020; prepare the U.S. for the impacts of 
climate change; and, lead the international 
community to address the global threat of 
climate change.

The goals of local components of 
OFA are to advocate for the President's 
plan, change the conversation on climate 
change, pressure Congress to enact laws 
to protect the planet, and to encourage 
local communities to switch to renew-
able energy.  Tri-Valley Progressives, the 
OFA local component in the Tri-Valley, 
has titled the forum:  What every Califor-
nian should know and say about climate 
change.  Topics include practices which 
affect our climate, what is happening 
in California, what individuals can do, 
political solutions,  and how to frame the 
message to engage all Americans in the 
issue which will not go away. 

The forum will include a poster dis-
play and a chance to sign up to make a 
difference.   

 
Hiroshima Day Commemoration

The Hiroshima Day Commemoration 
will be held starting at 7 a.m. on Tues., 
Aug. 6.

Participants will meet at the corner of 
Vasco Road and Patterson Pass Road in 
Livermore. 

Each year, to commemorate the an-
niversaries of the U.S. atomic bombings 
of  Hiroshima and Nagasaki,  an event is 
held at the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory.

Speakers include Daniel Ellsberg, 
Rev. Nobuaki Hanaoka, Cecile Pineda, 
and others. There will be Japanese Taiko 
drummers, traditional Okinawan music  
and more. Immediately following the 
program, there will be a short procession 
to  the Livermore Lab's West Gate. Those 
who choose will peacefully risk arrest,  
while others will provide legal witness 
and support. 

More information is available at Tri-
Valley CAREs, http://trivalleycares.org 

Leader of Theft Ring Arrested
Between March and May of 2013, the 

Pleasanton Police Department began re-
ceiving reports of several organized retail 
thefts that occurred at Victoria’s Secret 
within the Stoneridge Mall.  In each case, 
a group of three to ten subjects entered the 
store carrying empty bags and removed 
large amounts of merchandise from the 
shelves before fleeing.  

It was determined that the same group 
was likely responsible for several similar 
thefts at the  Livermore Premium  Outlets, 
the NewPark Mall in Newark and the 
Great Mall in Milpitas, as well as other 
high-end retailers throughout the Bay 
Area. Detectives from Pleasanton PD, 
Livermore PD and Newark PD worked 
together to identify 19 year-old R’Mani 
Minard of San Francisco as the group’s 
ring leader.  As a result of the investiga-
tion, warrants were obtained for Minard’s 
arrest.   Minard was recently located and 
arrested in Los Angeles County on unre-
lated charges.  

On July 25, 2013, Minard was trans-
ported back to the Bay Area and booked 
into Santa Rita Jail where he is being held 
without bail. He is facing thirteen felony 
counts of commercial burglary and one 
felony count of robbery.  The robbery 
charge stemmed from an incident where 
Minard initiated a physical altercation 
with a Victoria’s Secret employee over 
merchandise.  It is suspected that Minard 
and his group have been responsible for 
over $100,000 in retail thefts.  Additional 
charges from other agencies are expected 
to be filed in the future.  No injuries oc-
curred during the commission of any of 
the thefts.  

The investigation into the identities 
of other suspects involved in the thefts 
is ongoing.   

Anyone with information regarding 
this investigation is asked to call the 
Pleasanton Police Department at (925) 
931-5100.   

Teen Arrested
The Pleasanton Police Department 

arrested 18 year-old Cody Matthew Hall 
of Pleasanton, the driver in a fatal traffic 
collision that occurred on June 9. The 
criminal investigation was recently sub-
mitted to the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office, where a criminal com-
plaint was sought against Mr. Hall.  He 
was charged with one count of  Vehicular 
Manslaughter-Felony and one count of 
Reckless Driving-Felony.  Hall surren-
dered to Pleasanton Police Detectives on 
July 26 at the Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment and was booked at Santa Rita Jail.

 

$624,950 
6860 Garaventa Ranch Rd 

LoGerfo 
925 998-5312 Call for appointment 

  BRE # 01267853 

Livermore’s 
Real Estate  
Specialist Ivy 

Expansive, tucked away oasis offering 
2130+ sq.ft with oversized rooms! 
3bdrms, 2.5 bths, pool!!! Must see!  

summer specials!
30% Off
Teeth Whitening 

$350
( Normal Cost $500 )

Present coupon at time of appointment. 
Expires 08/31/13.

$50
New patient exams 
& x-rays for patients
without insurance.
Can not be used with any other offer.

Present coupon at time of appointment.
Expires 08/31/13.

$95
New patient exams,  
x-rays & cleaning for 

patients without insurance
Can not be used with any other offer.

Present coupon at time of appointment.
Expires 08/31/13.

maria s. David-santos, D.m.D
2300 First St. Suite 106, Livermore  (925) 337-5531 

e-mail: downtowndental106@gmail.com
www.downtowndentallivermore.com

•  Most insurance accepted 
•  Early and Late appointments  
 available
•  New state of the art office 
•  Digital x-ray
•  Caring and friendly staff 
•  Flexible payment plans avail.
• Senior discounts available

“Habla espanol. Tagalog din po”

The City of Dublin will 
join thousands of commu-
nities nationwide on Tues., 
Aug. 6 in celebration of 
National Night Out’s 30th 
Anniversary. The commu-
nity is invited to participate 
in their neighborhoods.

The City of Dublin urges 
residents and businesses to 
give crime and drugs a “go-
ing away party” by turning 
on their porch lights, and 
hosting a block party or 
event, in order to display 
their neighborhood unity. 
Over 20 parties have already 
registered with Dublin for 
National Night Out, in-
cluding two parties hosted 
by major retailers, Ulferts 
Center and the Hacienda 
Crossings, at their Dublin 
locations.

Parties registered with 

Pleasanton will hold its 
annual National Night Out 
on Tuesday, Aug. 6. The Po-
lice Department is seeking 
neighborhoods interested in 
hosting the  street parties.

honestly Dublin’s Martha 
Stewart. Her parties were 
fabulous.  My neighbor 
and I agreed that we would 
work together to keep the 
tradition going, even if it is 
a little less fab.”  Topf says 
that prior to the event, which 
is observed annually on the 
first Tuesday in August,  she 
simply slips invitations into 
the mail boxes of neighbors 
within a two-block radius, 
inviting them to stop by, 
perhaps bringing a favorite 
dish to share.  

While gatherings are 
often hosted by residents 
associated with Neighbor-
hood Watch programs, it is 
not required.  In fact, NNO 
is known to be most effec-
tive when it is an area-wide 
effort.  In 1984, two and a 
half million Americans in 
400 communities within 
23 states participated.  Last 
year, more than 37 million 
people in 15,700 communi-
ties from all 50 states, US 

territories, Canadian cities 
and military bases world-
wide participated.   This 
year, National Night Out is 
expected to be the largest 
ever. 

“We always have a warm 
response.  If people are 
home, they stop by,” says 
Topf.  “For several neigh-
bors, it’s the only time we 
see each other every year.  
Even so, it’s a pleasure to 
watch families grow and 
change, and nice to welcome 
new neighbors.  We’ve had 
two children since our first 
NNO, and it’s one of those 
annual traditions that causes 
me to pause and take notice 
of everything that’s changed 
in the last year.” 

Muetterties agrees.  “For 
many reasons, it’s important 
to have a sense of commu-
nity.  That is, I think, what 
National Night Out is all 
about.”

To learn more, visit www.
natw.org or your city’s web-
site. 

NIGHT OUT
(continued from page one) the City will be entered to 

win a visit from a City of 
Dublin official, a represen-
tative of Dublin’s Police or 
Fire Departments, or a pub-
lic safety vehicle between 
5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on 
August 6. Lowe’s and Target 
also contributed prizes for 
National Night Out parties 
registered with the City of 
Dublin.

To register your neigh-
borhood event online, please 
visit www.dublin.ca.gov/
nno. For additional infor-
mation on National Night 
Out, contact Neighbor-
hood Resources via phone 
(925-833-6610) or e-mail 
neighborhood.resources@
dublin.ca.gov. The registra-
tion deadline is 5:00 p.m. on 
August 1, 2013.

The Pleasanton Police 
Department started par-
ticipating in National Night 
Out 11 years ago with four 
neighborhood block par-
ties. Since then, the event 
has progressively grown to 
almost 40 block parties with 
most coming from the de-
partment's organized Neigh-
borhood Watch groups.

Parties vary from pot-
lucks and barbecues to ice 
cream socials and have in-
cluded live bands, bounce 
houses, kids activities and 
closed off street parties. 
Parties registered with the 
police could be visited by 
the Pleasanton police, fire-
fighters and civic and city 
leaders.

Those interested in host-
ing a National Night Out 
Party should sign on to the 
police department's Wed site 
at www.pleasantonpd.org 
and download an application 
or pick one up in the front 
lobby of the police depart-
ment on Bernal Avenue. The 
deadline for applications is 
Aug. 1.

For more information 
contact Officer Shannon 
Revel-Whitaker at (925) 
931-5240 or by email at 
srevel-whitaker@cityof-
pleasantonca.gov.

Dublin Night Out

Pleasanton Night Out

Livermore City Manager 
Marc Roberts announced 
the appointment of  Tamera 
LeBeau as the new Director 
of Library Services effective 
today.   LeBeau served as the 
Assistant Library Director 
for the Livermore Public 
Library since 2006.  She 
was selected from among 
forty-three applicants from 
various places around the 
country – and one interna-
tional candidate.

LeBeau has worked in 
public libraries for twenty 
years.  Prior to coming to 
Livermore, Tamera served 
as a Branch Manager at the 
Sacramento Public Library 
from 2002-2006. She held 
several para-professional 
and professional positions 
at the Nampa Public Library 
in Nampa, Idaho.   LeBeau 
received her Master of Li-
brary Science degree from 
Florida State University 
specializing in library man-
agement and technology.  
She is also involved in nu-
merous library professional 
organizations; she served as 
President of the BayNet Li-
brary and Information Net-
work in 2010-2011 and most 
recently as the chairperson 
of the Staff Development 
Committee of the Pacific 
Library Partnership from 
2011-2013.

“I feel honored to be 
leading such a wonderful 
library with such a dedicated 

staff, and I look forward to 
providing high-quality and 
innovative library services 
to the Livermore commu-
nity,” stated  LeBeau.  “I 
am excited about working 
with Library staff, the com-
munity, and City leadership 
to discuss ways to structure 
library services to meet the 
changing needs of Liver-
more residents.” In her spare 
time, when she isn’t read-
ing, Tamera enjoys hiking, 
music, and going to baseball 
games with her husband and 
friends.

“Ms. LeBeau is an as-
set to the City,” stated City 
Manager Marc Roberts, 
“She will make a tremen-
dous contribution to the 
Leadership Team and the 
community as she continues 
to deliver exemplary library 
services.”

LeBeau replaces Susan 
Gallinger, who retired earlier 
this year.

Livermore Selects New 
Director of Library Services

Tamera LeBeau
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the priority is improving 
energy efficiency and devel-
oping renewables. To help 
improve energy efficiency,  
Chevron is working with 
school districts throughout 
the state.  

Stafford said that AT&T 
Foundry provides external 
collaboration opportunities 
to accelerate products and 
services into the market. For 
example, small start-ups can 
learn what customers want 
and need by working with 
AT&T labs. In addition, a 
program called TIP (The 
Innovation Pipeline) invites 
any AT&T employee to put 
an idea forward. The ideas to 
be implemented are chosen 
by a vote.

Grose said that the Eco-
nomic Institute holds think 
tanks and forums to bring 
together people to discuss 
big issues. The interest is 
in economic change and lo-
cal linkages. "Every region 
benefits from its own mix 
of innovation assets. While 
a region may have brilliant 
researchers and strong busi-
nesses, until the two can 
work together, a region is not 
tapping into the true value of 
its assets."

Rottler stated that as a 
new arrival here, he has been 
impressed with the level of 
cooperation and buy-in from 
the various segments of the 
community. Barriers don't 
seem to be in place. As a 
result, the environment has 
created conditions for vari-
ous parts of the community 
to collaborate on innovation 
and the economy. There is a 
common objective voiced in 
the Tri-Valley. 

Silicon Valley is often 
held up as a goal to imitate. 
Rottler stated, that in his 
view, Silicon Valley is a 
reference point to explain 
what the future goals of the 
region are. "Unique factors 
exist here. We need to focus 
on that uniqueness and be 
different and distinctive 
from Silicon Valley."

Stankoski added that Sili-
con Valley is not a place, 
it's a state of mind. "Local 
leadership is stepping up and 
trying new things in much 
the way Silicon Valley has 
done over the years. This 
area has great assets. Let's 
get the message out there on 
what we are doing."

Stafford said that the 
same energy that exists in 
Silicon Valley is definitely 
something she is seeing at 
the local level. 

Grose commented that 
collaborative competition 

is one of the drivers of in-
novation. She pointed out 
that the development of new 
markets and products can 
come through public policy. 
By smartly crafting public 
policy, California can drive 
innovation. It has done so in 
the past. The state set stan-
dards in energy efficiency 
and building standards, then 
stepped back and let people 
figure out how to meet the 
standards. Companies came 
up with the needed products. 
As a result of being able to 
meet the standards, today 
California uses 20 per cent 
less energy per capita than 
in 1970. In the rest of the 
country, there hasn't been 
much change in energy use. 
By spending less on energy, 
California residents have 
more money in their pockets 
for other uses, she added.

Research is conducted 
by universities. Rottler said 
that the Tri-Valley does not 
have any four year research 
universities located here. He 
has heard the two national 
laboratories referenced as 
substitutes. "I think there is a 
lot of truth to that. However, 
by our nature, we require 
special levels of protection 
that make it hard to interact 
with us. One of the reasons 
we are moving to an open 
campus is to increase col-
laboration. We will never 
have the same open environ-
ment as is found at research 
universities."

Asked what Sandia wants 
in employees, he said Sandia 
is looking for well-rounded 
employees grounded in the 
humanities. They need to be 
team oriented. "If someone 
can't function as part of a 
team, we're not interested. 
Critical thinking is also 
important. We are moving 
away from analytical skills, 
placing more emphasis on 
the ability to reason and 
think things through."

Stankoski said part of 
working with schools is 
developing curriculum that 
exposes kids to career op-
portunities in STEM fields. 
Applied learning, where 
the students take what they 
learn and use it in real situa-
tions, is an important aspect. 
In Livermore, we certify 
students to act as home con-
sultants on energy conserva-
tion. They are paid to do so. 
We have heard that some of 
the students were accepted at 
schools because of the expe-
rience they gained through 
the program.

Grose said the Achilles 
heel in this country is educa-

tion. Many of the workers 
in Silicon Valley were born 
abroad. That shows we are 
not developing the talent 
we need. There are grow-
ing opportunities in India 
and China, where most of 
the workers come from. 
What happens when they 
don't need to come here to 
pursue their research? We 
need to develop STEM tal-
ent. However, Grose said 
that she wants to see more 
collaboration with other dis-
ciplines outside the STEM 
curriculum. "Teach students 
to write," she declared.

 Stafford said there is 
a need to start early with 
students, to instill in them 
a need to ask why, to chal-
lenge the status quo. 

What should the role of 
government be in managing 
innovation?

Rottler said it is hard to 
have a discussion about the 
role of government without 
getting into a political quag-
mire. "Given the realities, 
the best way is to encourage 
government to create the 
right environment, not initi-
ate specific programs." 

Grose agreed that estab-
lishing the right environ-
ment is important. How-
ever, she pointed out that 
it was the government that 
funded the development of 
the Internet and GPS. There 
are many positive roles for 
government to take on, not 
by dictating how something 
should be accomplished, but 
by setting standards.

Rottler added that the re-
covery of the semiconductor 
industry came as the result  
of massive investment by 
the government. In general, 
when you compare Cali-
fornia to New Mexico, the 
regulations are much greater 
here. Some of those regula-
tions may create barriers to 
innovation. He added, "At 
the same time, California 
is an extremely progressive 
place. It has pioneered areas, 
which have become national 
policy. There is concern here 
about quality of life. I see 
that as a big positive."

Stankoski said that local 
government should focus 
on things it can control. 
Tri-Valley Innovation is 
working on streamlining the 
permitting process. "I think 
a pilot program will happen 
in the Tri-Valley that will 
send permitting in the right 
direction. One of the results 
is that California will be a 
much easier place to conduct 
business in the future."

Stafford pointed out that 

with ever changing technol-
ogy, some current regula-
tions do not make sense. 
AT&T is working with poli-
cymakers to address some 
of the issues that relate to 
the communication industry.

Grose added that with 
technology everything is 
more complex. "The more 
agile we can be in creating 
new solutions the better. Lo-
cal government can pilot the 
use of clean technologies by 
giving local companies an 
opportunity to try out their 
technologies." 

The panelists were asked 
to list an area they are ex-
cited about when it comes 
to innovation.

Rottler said, quantum 
science; Stankoski, the pros-
pects of advanced manufac-
turing, such as 3-D; Stafford, 
the connectivity of devices; 
Grose, sensors everywhere 
used as a new tool for pub-
lic policymakers, and the 
reemergence of manufac-
turing. 

Physical infrastructure 
needed to enhance advance-
ments in innovation include 
easy access to high speed, 
widespread networks, said 
Rottler. Second is collab-
orative space where people 
can work together. Third is 
space to incubate. People 
have ideas. They can't buy 
space and don't know how 
to connect with experts. Lo-
cally, i-GATE provides the 
opportunity.

Grose said that while a 
high speed internet is cru-
cial, being able to move 
people around is important. 
At a recent forum, the found-
er of Tesla Motors, said the 
company is working on tun-
nels that will shoot people 
to locations such as New 
York and San Francisco. 
Self-drive cares are under 
research. BART is what we 
have now. 

Grose said, "Futurists are 
highly provocative thinkers 
with ideas that will shake 
your frame of reference. 
The creative part of the 
brain is critical for long term 
creative thinking." She sug-
gested visiting museums that 
feature modern art and read-
ing science fiction as ways to 
stimulate the imagination by 
looking at something from a 
different perspective.

Stafford supported con-
nectivity such as cloud re-
sources and virtual settings 
as needed infrastructure. 
They allow people to share 
best practices to put thinkers 
together.

Stankoski said that mov-
ing people is important for 
prosperity. "It is hard to find 
a substitute for face-to-face 
human interaction."

INNOVATION
(continued from page one)

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox 
are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will 
it publish letters without 
names. Abusive letters may 
be rejected or edited. Fre-
quent letter writers may 
have publication of their let-
ters delayed. Letters should 
be submitted by e-mail to 
editmail@compuserve.
com.)

Lesson from Florida
Robert S. Allen
Livermore

Even if you're taller and 
think you're stronger and 
tougher, don't bully or pick 
a fight.  He may have a 
weapon.   Learning this 
could save your life and stop 
much misery.

Clean Fusion 
Rich Buckley
Livermore

Lockheed Martin Skunk 
Works did something I’ve 
never seen them do before. 
They stunningly announced 
(video http://tinyurl.com/
b5ctqgo ) they are engaged 
in producing a Fusion gen-
erator and shooting for 2017 
delivery.

Fusion --  read that 
"clean fusion," no radioac-
tive downwinders' associ-
ated high levels of illnesses 
downwind from power 
plants.. .  Leuren Moret  
http://tinyurl.com/lholfsa .

Lockheed says their idea 
is scalable right down to a 
1-meter by 2-meter tank for 
a truck size, 100 mega watt, 
(power needs of a 50,000 
- 100,000 population city) 
portable prototype device by 
2017 and in full production 
over the following 10 years.

"Charles Chase of aero-
space  g iant  Lockheed 
Martin’s Advanced Devel-
opment Programs, Skunk 
Works, says that in a process 
Skunk Works has developed 
they put deuterium gas in a 
1m x 2m cylindrical reac-
tor, and heat it up with RF 
energy to create a plasma. 
The plasma is confined by 
a magnetic field in a stable 
manner — much more stable 
than in a tokamak, according 
to Chase. This apparently 
created conditions in which 
fusion much more possible."

Consider the source, The 
Skunk Works. These people 
hold so many secrets that I 
assume they are the primary 
recruiting source of scien-
tists entering government 
service off-the-books and 
into black-ops.  They built 
the U2, the super fast SR 71, 
the stealth F117, and who 
knows what else.

So What Is Their Power 
Generation Idea?

Lockheed claims their 
idea has a better containment 
magnetic field (in theory) 
than the colossal $20-Billion 
tokamak being assembled in 
France.   The energy released 
through the Lockheed's fu-
sion generator produces 
excess heat energy http://
tinyurl.com/b5ctqgo,  which 
is then used to develop elec-
trical power through conven-
tional means. The inventor, 
Tom McQuire from MIT, is 
given credit for the system's 
design at Lockheed: 

...."it sheds massive mag-
nets in favor of lightweight 
spherical metal grids which 
confine the fusing ions with 
purely electric fields.  Also, 
the concept is ideally suited 
for direct electric conversion 
for power at very high effi-
ciencies, eliminating much 
of the massive radiator re-
quired by nuclear fission and 
standard fusion schemes."....

Skunk Works is sending a 

shot across the bow of policy 
works just in time for the 
2016 US Presidential Elec-
tion cycle.  They would not 
come out of the den at Skunk 
Works and speak about any-
thing unless the topic were 
being given a green light by 
the unimaginably powerful 
Black Ops scientific com-
munity, and those who run 
it.  This is exactly how big 
changes become integrated 
into mainstream commerce.

I’ve been trying to think 
of and list reasons Lock-
heed is engaging in this 
announcement. My list is 
short:

Soft Theory: The ob-
vious is too obvious: We 
want Cold Fusion R&D 
money to develop our pro-
totype. So political parties 
should talk about this dur-
ing the next election cycle. 
Make a party-plank out of 
it. Even the Independent 
Party can support clean fu-
sion R&D.   Lockheed is 
known for keeping secrets 
and not known for engaging 
in public challenges to the 
most powerful energy cartels 
known to humankind. This is 
completely out of character 
for Lockheed. Some entity 
inside government is autho-
rizing Lockheed to speak out 
publicly.

Hard Theory: The elite 
Illuminati cabal is in disar-
ray as people are awakening 
to their endless games of 
human sacrifice and we are 
breaking off from their peak 
oil, coal, and nuclear power 
cartels with all its corrup-
tion, so get ready for the next 
energy paradigm.

Likely Theory: Our peo-
ple at Lockheed already 
have a working computer-
ized 3-D model which is put-
ting us confidently ahead of 
the competition and ready to 
build.  We speak of helping 
the undeveloped world and 
it will, but do you seriously 
believe that this technology 

will not also be used in the 
developed world as well? 
Surely we do not need to ex-
plain to you what's at stake?

How important is this 
Lockheed disclosure?  I 
would rate it greater eco-
nomically than any of the 
following: (1) The migration 
of vacuum tube to micro pro-
cessor, (2) Film to Digital (3) 
Copper wire to Fiber Optics. 
It will be a paradigm shift in 
the energy sector.

We can absorb it? These 
shifts take a decade or more 
to transition into full swing 
in the world economy. Im-
pacted industries remake 
themselves successfully.  We 
can handle this disruption. 

Rail Transit
Robert S.  Allen
Livermore

The Bay Area's main rail 
and bus terminal belongs in 
Oakland at I-880/7th Street 
(near the Bay Bridge), where 
BART crosses over the UP/
Amtrak rail line. BART 
trains run every few minutes 
from there to San Francisco, 
the Peninsula, and all of 
BART's East Bay stations. 
Call this station "San Fran-
cisco Bay Rail Hub" - which 
it really could be.   

Grade separate and multi-
track the UP/Amtrak rail line 
- should High Speed Rail 
survive - north from Santa 
Clara via Mulford to this 
Hub station. ("Blended Rail" 
- HSR on Caltrain tracks - 
would be unsafe and prone 
to severe train delays, mock-
ing the "Safe, Reliable" title 
of the 2008 ballot measure 
funding HSR.)   Don't charge 
HSR for tunneling, a San 
Francisco station, Caltrain 
electrification, or a costly 
new trans-Bay tube.  HSR 
this way won't need them. 

Annex the  Cal t ra in 
counties to BART.  Plan a 

The Arts Are Thriving
The arts are thriving in the Tri-Valley thanks 

to organizations such as the Livermore Cultural 
Arts Council (LCAC).

The Livermore Cultural Arts Council was 
formed in 1966 to support established arts 
groups and provide seed money for emerging 
ones.  Today, LCAC's 27 member groups range 
from the Livermore-Amador Symphony, which 
celebrated its 50th anniversary, to newcomer, 
Cheza Nami African drummers and dancers.

The LCAC will host a month-long "Celebra-
tion of the Arts" to showcase its member groups. 
Visitors to the Livermore Civic Center Library 
are invited to view the posters, photos, art and 
literature that provide information about each 
group, including its history, present activities 
and upcoming events.

An opening ceremony will be held from 1 to 
4 p.m. this Saturday, August 3. In addition to 
displays, there will be performances by local art-
ists. The public is invited to attend. There is no 
admission charge. The display will be available 
for viewing throughout the month of August at 
the library, 1188 So. Livermore Avenue.

“This is an exciting time for the arts in the 
Tri-Valley,” said LCAC president Clark Streeter. 
“The established arts organizations are thriv-
ing, and a number of new young groups have 
sprung up.”

 We applaud the efforts of LCAC and invite 
the community to discover the diverse opportu-
nities to participate in and enjoy the arts.

Glenn Kirby, a former 
county planning commis-
sioner who was in the audi-
ence, told the panel later that 
such a policy does not create 
any new agricultural land. 
It simply preserves parcels 
elsewhere. "By definition, it 
creates a loss of 50 percent 
of agricultural land," said 
Kirby.

Commissioner and Coun-
ty Supervisor Scott Hag-
gerty asked the panel, "Why 
are we here?" He said that 
Measure D, approved by 
county voters in 2000, al-
ready imposes strict rules on 
ag and open space preserva-
tion. He asked county coun-
sel several times whether 
LAFCO could do anything 
legally to affect Measure D 
in any way, and got the same 
answer, "no."

When the topic of Doolan 
Canyon came up, Haggerty 
said that he does not want 
to see his fellow commis-
sioners voting to determine 
whether Dublin or Liver-
more is granted sphere of 
influence over Doolan Can-
yon. The spheres are as-
signed by LAFCO. He said 
Dublin and Livermore need 
to work it out. The two cities 
have been in talks to resolve 
that question.

Currently, the county 
makes decisions impacting 
Doolan Canyon.

At issue in Doolan Can-
yon is a proposal to build up 
to 1900 homes for a senior 
community along Doolan 
Canyon Road. In contrast, 
Livermore wants to retain 
the area in agriculture and 
open space. 

There is a separate plan 
for extending Dublin Bou-
levard to North Canyons 
Parkway, and lining it with 
commercial zoning to pay 
for the road construction, 
said Dublin resident Morgan 
King.

King said that he does 
not want development in 
Doolan Canyon. He called 
annexation "a big loophole 
in Measure D," since urban 
growth boundaries (UGB) 
can be broken through a 
vote.

However, not all UGBs 
are the same. Livermore's 
UGB can be changed only 
by a vote of the people. 
The same requirement ex-
ists in the county as part of 
Measure D, which can be 
changed only by county vot-
ers. In Dublin, it takes only 
three city council votes to 
change a UGB, where one 
does exist. However, there 
is no UGB on Dublin's east-

side where Doolan Canyon 
is located.

Although Haggerty ar-
gued that Measure D puts 
tight control on ag and open 
space land, and there seems 
to be no new role for LAF-
CO, other commissioners 
disagreed.

Commissioner Ayn Wies-
kamp, an East Bay Regional 
Park District director, noted 
that other counties undertake 
efforts to preserve open 
lands, as presented by LAF-
CO staff. She asked staff to 
return with answers to com-
missioners' questions, and 
with possible policy drafts. 
Eventually, she turned that 
into a motion, which passed 
unanimously on a voice 
vote, with no abstentions or 
opposition declared.

Supporting Wieskamp's 
motion was Tom Pico, a 
former Pleasanton mayor 
and a new appointee to the 
public member seat on LAF-
CO. Pico said, "The board 
learned today that there are 
a number of groups working 
on this issue. It's impor-
tant to have a global view, 
and hear from people. I've 
learned a lot on it."

E N H A N C E M E N T 
ALSO

CALLED IMPOR-
TANT

Among audience mem-
bers who spoke, Livermore 
sheep rancher Nancy Bank-
head and Castro Valley horse 
facility owner Chuck Moore 
talked about the effects of 
Measure D on their situa-
tions.

Moore had asked super-
visors to change the floor-
to-area ratio (FAR), which 
would have given him the 
ability to put a roof over 
his open riding area to pro-
tect riders in winter rain. 
Planning staff called it a 
technical change, and rec-
ommended it. But he lost on 
a 3-2 vote, with supervisors 
Haggerty and Nate Miley 
supporting his request.

Moore said, "Open space 
belongs to everyone. Ag-
ricultural land belongs to 
the individual." He said, 
"We need a buck to keep 
our place open." LAFCO 
should be aware of that 
when thinking about helping 
agriculture, he said.

Bankhead also talked 
about the need for ranchers 
to be able to make a profit 
to offset expenses. She also 
said that if LAFCO moves 
ahead on setting a policy, 
it should keep in mind that 
"we need a definition of 
agriculture. What is it, and 
what is it not?"

LAFCO
(continued from page one)

(More MAILBOX, page 5)
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$20,000 per year for the 
platform charges and to con-
tinue to purchase up-to-date 
eBook content, said LeBeau.

She reported that the 
Easy Access Library, that 
opened in January 2013 at 
the Springtown branch, has 
increased library visits to 
a level similar to when the 
branch was open three days a 
week. There were 145 cards 
issued. Thus far, statistics 
show daily use at the facility. 
Under the program, patrons 
can pick up items placed 
on hold, return checked out 
items, and check out items 
from a selection of books, 
magazines, and DVDs when 
the Library is not staffed. 

Among suggestions made 
by LeBeau for the Spring-
town Library was  restoring 
a storytime session. She 
said that the library would 
like to offer the program on 
Thursdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
from Sept. 5 to Dec. 19 on a 
trial basis.

 The Easy Access Library 
requires some staff mainte-
nance during the week to re-
fill holds lockers and restock 
materials, so these staff 
hours could be aligned with 
Thursday mornings, which 
should make a weekly story 
time workable with little 
additional funding, she ex-
plained. Upon completion of 
the trial period, staff would 
analyze use to determine 
if storytime is of ongoing 
interest to the local commu-
nity and whether it could be 

continued on a regular basis 
without additional funding, 
added LeBeau.

Councilmember Doug 
Horner said that he has used 
the Easy Access Library. "It 
worked perfectly. I'm glad 
to see the library is starting 
the storytime. I still want to 
restore the library to three 
days a week." He pointed out 
that one of the problems in 
not having the library open 
is that there is no access to 
computers as part of Easy 
Access."

LeBeau told the council 
that technology is being 
used in several ways to 
extend services beyond the 
library walls without addi-
tional staffing. The Library 
hosts summer reading pro-
grams for children, teens, 
and adults, all of which 
are accessible through the 
Library’s website. Readers 
of all ages can register for 
a summer reading program 
and track their progress 
online.

Livermore Public Li-
brary’s “Virtual Library” 
is another way in which 
technology has extended 
services beyond the library 
walls. The “Virtual Library” 
functions as an online library 
branch featuring a variety 
of materials and services 
that are all accessible with 
a Livermore Public Library 
card. EBooks and down-
loadable audiobooks are 
available 24/7. The library is 
partnering with the schools 

to promote the Virtual Li-
brary’s online research da-
tabases. 

Through the Virtual Li-
brary patrons can learn a 
new language, enroll in an 
online course, access health 
information, check out a free 
museum pass, research local 
businesses and more.

LeBeau noted that al-
though the current fund-
ing will address wait times 
for popular materials, the 
breadth and depth of the 
library collection has also 
suffered over the years due 
to funding cuts. With less 
funding, informational ma-
terials are no longer up-
dated as frequently and a 
smaller variety of titles are 
purchased. She pointed out 
that this is a problem that 
will take a number of years 
to resolve.  She said that a 
plan is in place to address 
this issue over the next two 
budget cycles, if funding 
allows, which would result 
in significant collection im-
provements by 2018. This 
potential solution would 
need to be addressed in 
future budget planning ses-
sions.

Councilmember Stewart 
Gary asked that staff look 
into what the annual replace-
ment costs for the collection 
might be. "I would like to 
start the discussion on how 
much it would take to keep 
the library collection up-
dated on an ongoing basis, 
once it is caught up."

LIBRARY
(continued from page one)

students at other colleges 
will be given priority in ob-
taining part-time jobs for the 
planting and maintenance. 
The job descriptions are still 
in the planning and outreach 
stage. 

Zone 7 staff member 
Carol Mahoney said that 
the agency was looking 
for ways to involve Valley 
residents more with the ar-
royos, which also serve as 
flood control channels.  Zone 

The Taylor Family Foun-
dation (TTFF) facilities 
at Camp Arroyo now in-
clude a remodeled infirmary, 
which has made it more 
user-friendly.

TTFF executive direc-
tor Angie Carmignani, said 
that the recent remodeling, 
which was dedicated in a 
formal ceremony July 22, 
was financed with a grant 
of $8,500 from the Fremont 
Bank Foundation.

Heading the list of im-
provements was the instal-
lation of four new beds to 
replace the old ones. The 
new beds have foot pedals 
that allow nurses to wrap a 
burn victim's body in ban-
dages much quicker than 
the three or four hours previ-
ously needed.

The walls were painted in 
more cheerful, kid-friendly 
colors. There are new desk 
areas for doctors, and wire-
less connection is now avail-
able, so that patients' files 
can be accessed on-line. 
There are also bunk beds 
that will enable an overnight 
stay for a parent or caretaker 
who needs to be there. 

Carmignani said, "TTFF 
worked with these amazing 
contractors who worked 
with a small time-window of 
one week," during a period 
when there were no guests 
at Camp Arroyo.

TTFF operates its pro-
gram only in the summer. 
The camp provides special 
needs children and teens 
with a chance to experience 
the outdoors. Originally, it 
was founded to host HIV-
AIDS infected children. But 
their population of 1000 in 

7 is trying to move toward 
more natural stream envi-
ronments. A pilot project 
near Stanley Boulevard in 
Livermore has already been 
approved by the board.

The Livermore City 
Council and UCC approved 
the project July 22. Zone 7 
directors voted 6-1 for the 
agreement at their meeting 
July 17. The lone opponent 
was Sandy Figuers.

Figuers previously op-

posed the Stanley Boulevard 
earlier this year. He does not 
like such programs, because 
they spend money to change 
a stream to an environment 
that never existed in the first 
place. Further, the branches 
from trees can impede storm 
water flow, as already oc-
curs. This will add to the 
amount of time needed to 
clear out the flood control 
channels, according to  Figu-
ers.

Other Zone 7 directors 
were enthused about the pro-
gram. Dick Quigley said, "I 
am pleased with what I see."

Angela Ramirez Holmes  
added, "It would be nice if 
we could create an urban 
creeks council. This pro-
posal includes an education 
component. It would be 
good for our community." 
She said that the partnership 
could be expanded, with 
like-minded community 

groups invited to join.
Zone 7 is committed 

to spending no more than 
$415,000 during the three-
year life of the program. 
That includes $97,000 for 
the current fiscal year. UCC's 
match will be $152,000, 
which includes a $30,000 
grant that the nonprofit has 
been awarded.

Livermore plans projects 
on culverts in Springtown 
and under Airway Boule-

vard that will cost the city 
$33,000 in this fiscal year. 
Livermore will look at future 
needs for the second year 
of the "Living Arroyos" 
program.

Livermore associate civil 
engineer Pam Lung wel-
comed the joint program. 
The volunteer labor, part-
time work for students, and 
the UCC contribution all 
help the city financially.

ARROYOS
(continued from page one)

Camp Arroyo Infirmary Is Improved
the Bay Area in 1990 sank to 
only 200 or so in 2000. 

T h e  c a m p  o p e n e d 
in 2000. There were not 
enough HIV/AIDS children 
to fill the 144 beds at the 
camp. That offered the op-
portunity to open up the free 
experience to kids who are 
autistic, diabetic, or have 
a heart condition or celiac 
disease.

The campers have five 
days of fun. Any needed 
medical attention is pro-
vided by volunteer doctors 
and nurses. The campers 
meet kids who are just like 
them, and get a chance to 
talk about it. They form 
friendships away from their 
everyday environment.

"They have the same 

needs for socializing, feeling 
equal, and being a part of of 
something (as all kids do). 
They alway feel so limited 
in their daily lives," said 
Carmignani. 

The dedication of the 
remodeled infirmary was at-
tended by officials of YMCA 
of the East Bay and the East 
Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD).  

During the remainder 
of the year, Camp Arroyo 
is operated as an outdoor 
educational opportunity for 
schoolchildren. It fulfills 
a state requirement for el-
ementary school students. 
EBRPD develops the cur-
riculum, and the facility is 
staffed by YMCA.

5-County ballot measure for 
BART around the Bay, to the 
Golden Gate and Carquinez 
bridges, to Brentwood, and 
to Livermore and beyond the 
Altamont, including cars and 
facilities.

Let the people vote, as 
they did for BART half a 
century ago.

Hiroshima
Scott Yundt
Livermore

Every year as the furor 
of Independence Day dies 
down and the beginning 
of August approaches, my 
attention is drawn to an an-
niversary many Americans 
might prefer to forget or 
ignore. August 6th is the 
anniversary of the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima 

and August 8th the atomic 
bombing of Nagasaki, Ja-
pan. 

With over 225,000 deaths 
between them (and countless 
more with the years that fol-
lowed from radiation related 
illnesses), these events stand 
out as important reminders 
of the great destructive pow-
ers of nuclear weapons.

We continue to develop 
new and modified nuclear 
weapons right here in Liver-
more, California. That is 
why peace-love people who 
hope and pray for nuclear 
disarmament will gather at 
the gates of Livermore Lab 
on Tuesday, August 6th at 
7am for a rally, march, and 
non-violent direct action. 
Check www.trivalleycares.
org for more info.

MAILBOX
(continued from page 4)
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The Pleasanton Foothill Little League 11 year old tournament A Team captured the 
Dublin Invitational tournament on July 25. Joey Battilega pitched a six inning shutout 
as Foothill blanked Tassajara Valley for their second consecutive tournament win. 
The A Team won the Granada 11 year old championship last week. The A Team is 
now 9-0 in tournament play.

The Fusion  Premier U11 Girls Gold team competed in 
the San Jose Super Classico Tournament, July 20 and 
21. The defeated Central Valley San Jose FC Jaguars 
Red 7 to 1; Central Valley San Jose FC Jaguars White 13 
to 0; and North Valley San Jose United Black Widows, 6 
to 1. Pictured are (from left, standing) Uri Robledo, Erin 
Murphy, Olivia Turner, Gracie Ackerman, Kendall Sutton, 
Alana Cox; (seated) Melanie Branda, Nina Fillari, Lindsey 
Sutton, Faith Rogers, Alejandra Juarez Espinoza, Ashley 
Rawashdeh; not in photo Sophia Anderson, and Emily 
Krakoski.
   
  

The Tri-Valley 13’s Babe Ruth All Stars went undefeated at the state tournament 
held at the College of Alameda to claim the NorCal State Championship.  The 
path to the championship required defeating other Northern California district 
champions including Woodland, North Bay, Palo Alto, and then Woodland again in 
the championship game.  For the tournament, the TVBR 13 team scored 23 runs, 
while only yielding 6 to the opponents with a combination of strong pitching, hitting 
and defense.  The team will now travel to Vernal, Utah to participate in the Southwest 
Regional Tournament starting July 29 which will include other state champions from 
SoCal, Nevada, Arizona, Utah and Hawaii. Team members pictured (left to right) are 
Braden Jackson, Brandon Greim, Justin Clark, Zach Chalmers, Luke O’Brien, Jared 
Wilson, Jackson Taylor, Ben Wooldridge, Patrick Polcar, AJ Warford, Jack Powers, 
Robbie Funkhouser, Riley Shields, Sam York, and Nick McCambridge.

The Livermore Fusion U13 Maroon Team placed second 
and third in the Copa Univision Area De La Bahia 5v5 
Tournament.  Breaking their team into two 5v5 teams, 
the Fusion girls competed in the U15 division this past 
weekend and, despite being 2 years younger than their 
opponents, were a force to be reckoned with.  Pictured 
above, the team poses for a picture after the award 
ceremony: (from left to right) Kaitlin Krakoski, Kamy 
Farro, Hailey Hahlbeck, Kayla Jones, Sarah Vlha, Lexi 
Trucco, Sarah Baxter, Aly Silva, Hayley Thompson, 
and (top row) Ben Graham, coach.  Not pictured:  
Alora Garcia, Nicole Fairbanks, Kailee Haskins, Lauren 
Meeker, Hayli Edwards, Camille LaBlanc, and Madison 
Hood.

Pictured is the Livermore Fusion U12 Girls Maroon 
team (top, left to right) Sierra Street, Makenna Diaz, 
Isabella LaRosa, Lexie Borgna, Gracie Dupuis, Taylynn 
Low, Justynne Thomas, Coach Chay Bardales; (bottom 
row) Kayla Lewis, Jordan Briggs, Kayla Remund, Super 
Keeper Lilly Ackerman, Mia Mendoza, Sydney Keshmiry, 
and Drew Pagtakhan (not available and missed Claire 
March).

  

The West Coast Soccer U17 Kryptonite Girls pictured are (top row) Jessica Hufford, 
Karly Passmore, Grace Cabri, Adaurie Dayak, Haley Crook, Chenayi Tavaziva, Regan 
Smithers, Ebony Ezeji, Rachel Leonard; (bottom row)  Coach Troy Dayak, Kaitlyn 
Lipman, Madison Souza, Kelly Smith, Allie Lau, Mireya Magana, Stephanie Pawek, 
Jessica Hopkins and Coach Karen Dayak.

The West Coast Wildkatz U9 girls brought  home 
the championship from the premier Rage Showcase 
soccer tournament.  The Wildkatz battled some of 
Northern California's toughest little soccer players to 
go undefeated in their flight and in the championship 
match against Elk Grove. Pictured are the West Coast 
Wildkatz with Coach Sara Girotto and Dave Conklin.

The West Coast U14G Wildfire, a Norcal National 
Premier League (NPL) soccer team, went on an offensive 
assault at the 2013 Rage Showcase tournament.  The 
Wildfire defense shutout the three teams in their 
bracket, while the offense went on a scoring assault 
with 8 goals.  This strong showing gave the Wildfire 24 
points and a three-way tie with other bracket leaders. 
A one goal differential tie-breaker landed the girls in 
the consolation match against a physical southern 
California Blues premiere team.  Pictured is mid-fielder 
Sierra Martin battling to win the ball.
 

Pictured are Pleasanton Seahawks swim team members who are graduating this year.

Seahawks' Seniors Talk 
About Their 
Experiences

“A man can be as great as he wants 
to be. If you believe in yourself and 
have the courage, the determination, 
the dedication, the competitive drive 
and if you are willing to sacrifice the 
little things in life and pay the price for 
the things that are worthwhile, it can 
be done.” – Vince Lombardi

This quote sums up the character of 
each of the nine Pleasanton Seahawks 
graduating seniors.  Juggling their 
rigorous weekly swim schedule of 
roughly 20 hours a week with academic 
excellence, family and friends has 
taught them time management in the 
most extreme way.  

Asked what important lesson 
they learned from swimming with the 
Seahawks, each swimmer had some-
thing insightful to say.  Maggie Woods  
shared, “It isn’t just about getting best 
times, this sport has taught me how 
to stay dedicated, and how to work 
as hard as my body will physically 
allow.”  Maggie will be swimming for 
St. Bonaventure.  

Nick Johnston stated, “Persistency 
is essential for success. Everyone in-
evitably experiences failure during life; 
what determines your ability to succeed 
is your willingness to try again.”  Nick 
will be swimming for Brown Univer-
sity majoring in Chemistry.  

Chris Fernainy shared, “Swim-
ming  taught me to push myself not 
only at the pool but in my everyday 
life.” Chris will be swimming for UC 
Santa Cruz,  studying Biomedical 
Engineering.  

Cayla Jetter added,  “Through hard 
work and dedication you really can see 
what you can do and reach your full 
potential.”  Cayla will be swimming 
for Texas A&M.  

Abby McGuire stated, “Swimming 
has taught me to stay motivated and 
be a team player when it comes to 
encouraging my teammates to push 
themselves.” Abby will be attending 
Villanova University majoring in 
biology/pre-med.  

Clayton Young remarked, ” This 
lesson of hard work leading to success 
has been one of the most valuable 
lessons I have learned.”  Clayton will 
be swimming for UC Santa Barbara.

The Dolores Bengston Aquatic 
Center is home to these swimmers. 
Swimming four mornings a week be-
fore dawn and six afternoons they spend 
many hours together so when asked 
what they gained most, the answer 
was unanimous, a “second family.”  
Marissa Bergh replied, “What I gained 
most was a second family who would 
support me when I most needed it.” 
Marissa will be swimming for Emory.  

Jason Chen declared, “I think 
spending time with the team was the 
best part of swimming. Hanging out 
with people who have chosen the same 
path you have chosen is something 
special.” Jason will be swimming for 
the University of Michigan. 

James Thompson noted,  “I con-
sider everyone I’ve swam with a best 
friend, because we are all hard workers 
and that’s what has kept me motivated 
throughout the years.”  James will be 
swimming for Dartmouth studying 
Biomedical Engineering.

Favorite memory was the last ques-
tion and the one the kids were most 
eager to answer.  As an Elite Seahawk 
swimmer, this level of swimming 
took some swimmers as far as Dubai 
and others to Southern California.  
Head Coach, Steve Morsilli was also 
mentioned in many favorite memories.  
Nick Johnston remembers, “One of 
my favorite memories is when Steve 
promised us a 'great reward' if we 
swam fast enough in practice. After a 
grueling workout, he stood by his word 
and awarded each swimmer who did 
well with a shiny new penny."  

Celina Li shared, “One of my 
favorite experiences was the 2012 U.S. 
Olympic Trials in Omaha, Nebraska. 
It was an honor to compete against the 
top swimmers from across the United 
States. Celina will be swimming for 
Cal Berkeley.  

Kirsten Brand recalled, “My favor-
ite experience was the trip to Dubai. 
We were in a whole new environment 
and saw so many different faces in 
and out of the pool. We had fun in our 
hotel rooms making turbans out of our 
shawls.” Kirsten will be swimming for 
UC Davis.  

These swimmers participate in 
community service and are honored 
in many ways for all their outstanding 
achievements ranging from Presidents 
Award for Academic Excellence, USA 
Swimming Scholastic All American, 
certificates for 4.0 GPA’s, and the list 
goes on. Steve Morsilli offered the 
view, “Believe you Belong.”  These ex-
ceptional athletes believe they belong.

For more information about the 
Pleasanton Seahawks, visit www.
pleasantonseahawks.org.

Livermore Fusion
The Livermore Fusion U12 Girls 

Maroon team won the Pleasanton Rage 
College Showcase. The team had an 
excellent weekend winning 4 games 
by a combined score of 10-0. 

The girls got off to a fast start on 
Saturday winning 6-0 against Placer 
United and 2-0 against Elk Grove. 
Sunday proved to be a more challeng-
ing day, as the girls had to score with 
3 minutes remaining to advance to the 
Championship game with a 1-0 win 
over Lamorinda. 

In the final, Livermore was 
matched against an athletic Santa 
Cruz squad who had advanced to the 
Championship by going 3-0 (combined 
10-1). The match was 0-0 five minutes 
into the second half, when Fusion con-
nected a handful of passes and blasted 
in a beautiful left footed goal. From 
there Fusion team defense had to do 
what it did all weekend. not allow a 

goal. Twenty minutes later, the whistle 
blew, the girls won 1-0 and earned 
their 3rd Championship for the year.  

LL Seniors and Juniors
The two Livermore teams who 

competed in the  Little League North-
ern California State tournaments for 
the state crown had solid outings.   

The Livermore Juniors are 13-14 
year olds. They finished fourth in the 
state tournament. The Livermore Se-
niors, 15-16 year olds, came in third. 

Players and coaches on the Liver-
more Juniors are Austin Birdwell, 
Bryce Disbrow, Jacob Fumero, Frank 
Gomez, Tyler Gonzales, Justin Hill, 
Cameron Johnston, Ben Kerling, 
Nate Redditt, Ryan Robinson, Patrick 
Schwartz, Andrew Scull. Manager 
Manny Fumero, Coach Chris Johnston, 
and Coach Steve Gonzales.

Players and coaches on the 
Livermore Seniors are JJ Christman, 
Clayton Cruncelton, Truman Griffeath, 
Jake Foscolina, Timmy Harris, Chris 
Logan, Brody Martinez, Cole Phelps, 
Jacob Rakestraw, Stone Remy, Connor 
Spalding, Jay Telles, DB Vidal, Kole 
Waddle, Tyler Wallis, Drew Webber, 
Manager Tim Harris, Coach Dave 
Griffeath, and Coach John Spalding.

West Coast Soccer
The West Coast Soccer U17 

Kryptonite girls finished the season 
as a 2013 Nationals finalist. Kryptonite 
competed in the finals at the 2013 
US Club National Championship in 
Aurora, Colorado. Team Kryptonite 
has been one of the most dominant 
girls youth soccer teams in the past 
decade winning over 30 tournament 
championships, three time State Cup 
Champion and third consecutive ap-
pearance in the National Champion-
ship winning it in 2011. 

Kryptonite earned a berth to the 
2013 US Club National Cup by win-
ning the 2013 State Cup. They traveled 
to Aurora Colorado to compete at the 
24 field sports complex.  Kryptonite 
would finish as one of the top teams 
in their bracket to move onto the na-
tional final for the third straight year.  
Along the way Kryptonite faced some 
tough competition as they defeated 
FC Portland 3-1 on the first day and 

had a dramatic come from behind 
2-1 victory over Northern Steel from 
Pittsburg, PA but lost their semi and 
final games against a tough Windy City 
Chicago team.  

“It has been a wonderful ride for 
this team and group of players, many 
of whom will be heading off to college 
directly following Nationals, in fact 
we had several players fly straight to 
their prospective colleges to start their 
college soccer preseason right after 
our final game, this group of players 
has enjoyed a very successful youth 
career and has the tools necessary to 
do great things in college.  The players 
are not only spectacular soccer players 
but outstanding human beings, I have 
enjoyed coaching and being a part of 

their lives these past 10 years and they 
have set the standard for the future 
West Coast Soccer players to come," 
says Troy Dayak long time coach of 
the Kryptonite. 

Ten of the Kryptonite players 
were honored at halftime recently at 
the WPSL Wildkatz game as college 
scholarship athletes: Stephanie Pawek 
(Tracy):Dominican University, Adau-
rie Dayak (Tracy): Sac state, Gracie 
Cabri (Tracy): Creighton University, 
Jessica Hufford (Tracy): Southern 
Oregon, Amber Lennier (Tracy): 
Corban University, Tayler Lennier 
(Tracy): Holy Names, Regan Smith-
ers (Modesto): CSU Long Beach, 
Rachel Leonard (Livermore): Sac 
state, Brooke Rittman (Livermore): 
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The Livermore Aquacowboys swim team senior group 
head to Fresno for the 2013 Western Zone Senior 
Championships.  The Championship meet is hosted 
by the Clovis Swim Club on July 31-August 3, 2013.  
Pictured are Aquacowboys Nathan Boas, Andrew Hayes, 
Alex Wang, Bryce McLaggan, Trent Trump, Stephen 
Mackanic, Alex Gonzalez, Coach Alex Silver; (front row)  
Katie Kulp, Celine Nguyen, Shelby Diehl, Jenna Chew, 
Haley Hamza, and Shahini Ananth.   

Pictured are members of Taylor's Martial Arts competitors 
(top, left to right) Alexis Aying, Brooklyn Pehargou, 
Sofie McMichael; (bottom row) Caitlyn Macias, Tanya 
Sharetskaya, Joseph Ventura, Vince Aying, Helena 
Macias, Rachel Bryant, and Joseph Vitale.

The Livermore Aquacowboys swam at the 'Pleasanton 
Seahawks, Long Course, PC-C/B/A+' meet on July 27-28, 
2013.  Pleasanton hosted 452 swimmers from 20 teams 
swimming 2464 entries.  Pictured are  Coach Leslie 
Dabney, Sean Cabanlit, Jared Brandley (15), Brandon 
Siu (13), Annemarie Arnold (14), Caroline Eckel (12), 
Jacqueline Arnold (12), Tori Carroll (13), and Emma 
Hayes (14.  Also swimming for LAC but not pictured:  
Jessica Akins (9), and Minhnha Kawamura (8).  The 
Livermore Aquacowboys recorded many best times.

Air Force, Ebony Ezeji (Stockton): 
University of the Pacific.

At the Pleasanton Rage Col-
lege Showcase Junior Tournament, 
the U9 Girls West Coast Wildkatz 
showed the future is indeed bright 
by earning the team’s first tourna-
ment title.

The young ladies from the Liver-
more based West Coast Soccer Club, 
played through a competitive group 
stage the first day winning their first 
two games. On Sunday, they faced a 
tough Santa Rosa team in the third 
game needing a win to earn a spot in 
the U9 Premier final.

The Katz found themselves down 
1 to 0 early and not playing their 
best soccer, but showed some moxy 
thanks to a goal by Jayden Morton 
just before halftime. The girls built 
on that momentum with key goals by 
Teagan Conklin and Maddie Flasck 
in the second half to hold on for a 3-2 
victory and earn a berth in the final.

Facing a motivated and organized 
team from Elk Grove in the final, the 
Katz again found themselves down a 
goal early after an excellent free kick. 
However, the Katz responded like 
champions as they applied constant 
pressure led by midfielders MJ Anzo 
and Ellia Revino, and forwards Allie 
Santellano and Emma Colmenero.

The Wildkatz came out with 
even more energy in the second half. 
Colmenero took on a nice pass from 
midfield and was fouled to earn a 
penalty kick. Conklin, took the kick 
which was initially blocked by the 
Elk Grove goalie, but Conklin quickly 
followed up to finish the second chance 
to even the score at 1-1.

Thanks to a very strong defensive 
effort led by the group of Jade Castillo, 
Melanie Lambert, Mia Marks and 
Morton, the WildKatz continued to 
push forward against a strong and 
skilled Elk Grove club. Regulation play 
ended at 1-1 and went into overtime. 
Once again, nice passing and defensive 
pressure allowed the Wildkatz to get 
into the zone where a strong near post 
shot by Catie Carlson found the back 
of the net early into the first overtime 
period to take the team’s first lead.

 The Wildkatz withstood pressure 
from Elk Grove and thanks to strong 
defense and excellent goalkeeping 
by Revino and Carlson who made 
fantastic back-to-back saves in the 
waning moments in overtime to clinch 
the match 2-1 for the team’s first ever 
tournament championship.

Stingrays vs. Sharks
Saturday's Tri-Valley Swim 

League meet between the Pleasanton 
Meadows Sharks and the Del Prado 
Stingrays was neck and neck during 
the whole meet, ultimately ending in 
a tie. The competition included team 
record breakers from both teams. The 
Sharks 9-10 Medley Relay (Ainsley 
Hasty, Sydney Simmons, Amelia 
Kelly, and Peyton Pozzi), set a new 
team record with a time of 1:13.05, and 
Luke Scanlon set a new record for the 
Boys 9-10 IM, with a time of 1:21.48.

The Stingrays also recorded some 
new team records. Del Prado's 9-10 
Medley Relay (John Lester, Aidan 
Jetter, Sam Jorgenson, and Joseph 
Nazareno), set a new record of 1:11.63 
and John Lester set the record for the 
Boys 9-10 IM with a time of 1:20.81. 

Pleasanton Meadows top scorers 
for the meet were Laura Whiteland 
(11), Haley Isaacs (15), Hannah Walder 
(8), Madeline Coyne (6), Isabella Mon-
tague (6), Luke Scanlon (10), Sawyer 
Thordsen (6), Andrew Whiteland (11), 
Zachary Corbishley (14), and David 
Azuma (12). For Del Prado, the top 
ten were Meghan Hogue (13), Shelby 
Hicks (10), Nikki White (14), Lacey 
Hicks (12), Elaina Gates (18), Andrew 
Goard (18), Cameron Kurotori (18), 
Andrew McMasters (8), John Lester 
(10), and Jack Bessiere (12). Other 
top swimmers for the Sharks were, 
Talia Florio (14), Audrey Simmons 
(12), Devyn Hasty (8), Ainsley Hasty 
(10), Sydney Vaeth (13), Grayson 
Simmons (6), Jack Miller (14), Mi-
chael Corbishley (10), Brady Scanlon 
(11), and Trent Pozzi (11). Rounding 
out the list of top swimmers, for the 
Stingrays, Isla Griston (10), Lauren 
Graham (10), Madeline Foster (12), 
Sydney Pruss (8), Lucy Bell (15), Jac 
Jorgenson (6), Bryce O'Nesky (5), 
Taylor Smith (14), Nathan Jetter (7), 
and Tommy Juarez (13).

Results:
6&Under: Girls 100 yd. medley 

relay Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 
'A' (Madeline Coyne 6, Katelyn Espino 
6, Isabella Montague 6, Laura Kelly 
6), 2:03.25. Mixed 100 yd. medley 
relay Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' 
(Bryce O'Nesky M5, Jac Jorgenson 
M6, Ryan Harold M6, Caiden Ways 
M6), 2:04.80. Girls 25 yd. free Isabella 
Montague, SHRK-CC, 23.75. Boys 
25 yd. free Sawyer Thordsen, SHRK-
CC, 23.31. Girls 25 yd. fly Isabella 
Montague, SHRK-CC, 32.46. Boys 25 
yd. fly Sawyer Thordsen, SHRK-CC, 
34.34. Girls 25 yd. breaststroke Mad-
eline Coyne, SHRK-CC, 33.24. Boys 
25 yd. breaststroke Jac Jorgenson, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 29.56. Girls 25 yd. back 
Madeline Coyne, SHRK-CC, 31.60. 
Boys 25 yd. back Grayson Simmons, 
SHRK-CC, 31.62. Girls 100 yd. free 
relay Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 
'A' (Katelyn Espino 6, Carina Mon-
tague 5, Hayden Moe 5, Laura Kelly 
6), 1:56.92. Mixed 100 yd. free relay 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Ryan 
Harold M6, Zack Murray M6, Caiden 
Ways M6, Jac Jorgenson M6), 1:55.18.

7-8: Girls 100 yd. medley relay 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Caitlyn 
Sinclair 8, Julia Aldaz 8, Helena Luck 
8, Ashlynn O'Nesky 8), 1:35.99. Mixed 
100 yd. medley relay Pleasanton 
Meadows Sharks-CC 'A' (Jack Cui 
M8, Zachary Amar M8, Matthew 
Whiteland M8, Isaac Hilton M7), 
1:30.55. 25 yd. free Hannah Walder, 
SHRK-CC, 17.79. Boys 25 yd. free 
Matthew Whiteland, SHRK-CC, 
17.57. Girls 25 yd. fly Sydney Pruss, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 22.13. Boys 25 yd. 
fly Andrew McMasters, DP Stingrays-
CC, 24.71. Girls 25 yd. breaststroke 
Hannah Walder, SHRK-CC, 23.67. 
Boys 25 yd. breaststroke Nathan Jetter, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 27.53. Girls 25 yd. 
back Devyn Hasty, SHRK-CC, 22.70. 
Boys 25 yd. back Andrew McMasters, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 23.12. Girls 100 
yd. free relay Pleasanton Meadows 
Sharks-CC 'A' (Devyn Hasty 8, Helena 
Stewart 8, Lauren DuBos 7, Hannah 
Walder 8), 1:19.65. Mixed 25 yd. free 
relay Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Jake 
Loeffler M8, Evan Pruss M7, Nathan 
Jetter M7, Andrew McMasters M8), 
1:18.59.

9-10: Girls 100 yd. medley relay 

(continued on page 8)

The City of Livermore 
welcomed the participants 
in the Intermediate Little 
League World Series with 
a parade down First Street.

The parade featured 
Oakland A's mascot Stom-
per, cheerleaders from both 
Granada and Livermore 
high schools, the eight par-
ticipating teams and the 
All-Star Challenger team 
that will represent District 
57 in Williamsport, PA, later 
this summer. Also on hand 
was Alyssa Perry, 2013 Miss 
Livermore Rodeo.

After the procession 
down First Street, a brief 
ceremony was held at the 
plaza in front of the Bank-
head Theater. The teams 
were introduced. Team 
members received partici-
pation medals. 

Dave Wetmore, who 
heads the committee that 
organized the World Series, 
stated, "It is a tremendous 
honor to have the inter-
mediate teams here for the 
inaugural World Series." He 
thanked various people for 
their assistance in making 
the event possible, includ-
ing the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
(LARPD). "No one worked 
harder to make Max Baer 
Park field ready for these 
teams than LARPD," he 
declared.

On hand for the welcome 
were representatives from 
Little League. 

Stephen Keener, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive 
Officer Little League Inter-
national, stated, "One team 
will go home with the new 
championship, but all of the 
groups will go home as win-
ners, everyone is a winner in 
Livermore."

He urged the crowed 
to give a big cheer for the 
umpires, who pay their own 
expense to take part in the 
World Series. "I'm not sure 
you'll be cheering them to-
morrow," he quipped. 

Keener concluded by 
stating, "It is obvious Lit-
tle League made the right 
choice in Dave as the chair-
man and the City of Liver-
more as the inaugural site."

Livermore Mayor John 
Marchand continued the 
welcome, noting, "This is 
just amazing. What a great 
crowd. This is the Liver-
more I'm proud of.

"Here we are on the great 
'American Main Street' cel-
ebrating the Great American 
pastime of baseball. You all 
played well to get here. I 
wish you good luck in the 
tournament.  It's time to play 
some baseball."

Action got underway 
Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. 
with an international game 
between Latin America and 
Puerto Rico at Max Baer 
Park. Puerto Rico defeated 
the team from Latin Amer-
ica 7 to 3.

The championship game, 
with the International win-
ner taking on the United 
States winner, will be played 
Mon., August 5 at 4 p.m. It 
will be broadcast live on 
ESPN2.

The teams from the 
United States are: Central: 
Georgetown Little League 
from Jenison, Michigan; 
East: Collier Towneship/
Chartiers Valley Little 
League from Collier Town-
ship, Pennsylvania; CA 
District 57: Pleasanton Na-
tional Little League; South-
east: Rutherfordton Little 
League, Rutherfordton, 
North Carolina; Southwest: 
Post Oak Little League 
from Houston, Texas; and 
West: Nogales National 
Little League from Nogales, 
Arizona.

Playing in the Interna-
tional Pool are: Canada: 
Southwest Little League 
from Lethbridge, Alberta; 
Latin America: C Unidas 
Miraflores Little League 
from Guayaquil, Ecuador; 
Puerto Rico: Juan Antonio 
Bibiloni Little League from 
Yabucoa, Puerto Rico; and 
Asia-Pacific: Izumisano 
Little League from Osaka, 
Japan.

There is no admission 
charge to attend the games.  
Max Baer Park is located at 
1310 Murdell Lane, Liver-
more.

For information on game 
times and results, go to 
www.intermediateworld-
series.org. 

 

Parade Welcomes World Series Teams

The Asia-Pacific representative from Osaka, Japan, were introduced to 2013 Miss 
Livermore Rodeo Alyssa Perry before the start of the parade.

District 57 Challenger All-Star team led the parade with Oakland A's mascot, Stomper.

Pleasanton National Little League is representing District 57.

The team form Yabucao, Puerto Rico, waved flags as they marched down First Street.

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Teams were introduced and presented with participation medals following the parade.
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Livermore Cinemas
2 guns (r) DLP D-box      1:00 4:10 6:45 9:15
2 guns (r) DLP         7:30 10:00
the smurfs 2 (PG) DLP   11:45 1:15 2:10 4:00 4:50 6:40 9:20 
the smurfs 2 (PG) DLP-3D         12:30
WOLVerIne (PG13) DLP-3D        5:15 8:15
WOLVerIne (PG13) DLP  11:40 12:30 2:40 3:30 6:05 6:55 9:00 9:50
reD 2 (PG13) DLP       1:20 4:15 7:05 9:45
the COnJurIng (r) DLP      1:10 4:05 6:55 9:55
turBO (PG) DLP      11:45 2:10 4:30 6:50 9:15
DesPICABLe me 2 (PG) DLP     12:00 2:25 4:45 7:10 9:30
grOWn uPs 2 (PG13) DLP     12:10 2:30 4:50 7:15 9:35
PACIfIC rIm (PG13) DLP      12:55 3:50 6:45 9:40
mOnsters unIVersIty (G) DLP        12:30
the heAt (r) DLP        3:55 7:05 9:45
PreVIeW, tuesDAy August 6         
 PerCy JACksOn: seA Of mOnsters (PG) DLP   10:00Pm
 We’re the mILLers (r) DLP      8:00Pm

Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Hannah 
Loeffler 9, Lauren Graham 10, Amy 
Heath 9, Stella Kruschke 10), 1:11.86. 
Mixed 100 yd. medley relay Del Prado 
Stingrays-CC 'A' (John Lester M10, 
Aidan Jetter M10, Sam Jorgenson 
M9, Joseph Nazareno M10), 1:11.63. 
Girls 50 yd. free Shelby Hicks, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 32.13. Boys 50 yd. 
free John Lester, DP Stingrays-CC, 
31.66. Girls 25 yd. fly Isla Griston, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 15.79. Boys 25 yd. 
fly Luke Scanlon, SHRK-CC, 15.55. 
Girls 25 yd. breaststroke Shelby 
Hicks, DP Stingrays-CC, 20.34. Boys 
25 yd. breaststroke Aidan Jetter, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 20.92. Girls 100 yd. 
IM Shelby Hicks, DP Stingrays-CC, 
1:24.93. Boys 100 yd. IM John Lester, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 1:20.81. Girls 25 yd. 
back Lauren Graham, DP Stingrays-
CC, 19.36. Boys 25 yd. back Luke 
Scanlon, SHRK-CC, 17.55. Girls 200 
yd. free relay Del Prado Stingrays-CC 
'A' (Shelby Hicks 10, Amy Heath 9, 
Lauren Graham 10, Isla Griston 10), 
2:12.90. Mixed 200 yd. free relay 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Joseph 
Nazareno M10, David Reimer M10, 
Sam Jorgenson M9, John Lester M10), 
2:18.60.

11-12: Girls 200 yd. medley relay 
Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 'A' 
(Laura Whiteland 1 Audrey Simmons 
12, Meredith Kelly 12, Kristen Greene 
12), 2:24.68. Mixed 200 yd. medley 
relay Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 
'A' (David Azuma M12, Brady Scanlon 
M1 Andrew Whiteland M1 Johnny 
Walder M11), 2:25.25. Girls 50 yd. 
free Laura Whiteland, SHRK-CC, 
30.42. Boys 50 yd. free David Azuma, 
SHRK-CC, 28.46. Girls 50 yd. fly 
Laura Whiteland, SHRK-CC, 34.77. 
Boys 50 yd. fly Andrew Whiteland, 
SHRK-CC, 34.62. Girls 50 yd. breast-
stroke Audrey Simmons, SHRK-CC, 
38.82. Boys 50 yd. breaststroke Brady 
Scanlon, SHRK-CC, 43.75. Girls 100 
yd. IM Lacey Hicks, DP Stingrays-
CC, 1:20.26. Boys 100 yd. IM David 
Azuma, SHRK-CC, 1:16.29. Girls 50 
yd. back Laura Whiteland, SHRK-
CC, 35.13. Boys 50 yd. back Andrew 
Whiteland, SHRK-CC, 39.88. Girls 
200 yd. free relay Del Prado Stingrays-
CC 'A' (Sara Jeffrey 12, Peyton Cook 
12, Lacey Hicks 12, Madeline Foster 
12), 2:10.20. Mixed 200 yd. free relay 
Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 'A' 
(David Azuma M12, Trent Pozzi M1 
Andrew Whiteland M1 Johnny Walder 
M11), 2:03.78.

13-14: Girls 200 yd. medley relay 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Meghan 
Hogue 13, Kelly Renton 14, Alyssa 
Bardakos 13, Heather Waldear 14), 
2:13.03. Mixed 200 yd. medley relay 
Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 
'A' (Zachary Corbishley M14, Tyler 
Rhoads M14, Jack Miller M14, Noah 
Gushurst M14), 2:04.13. Girls 50 yd. 
free Nikki White, DP Stingrays-CC, 
28.29. Boys 50 yd. free Taylor Smith, 
DP Stingrays-CC, 26.12. Girls 50 yd. 
fly Talia Florio, SHRK-CC, 30.31. 
Boys 50 yd. fly Jack Miller, SHRK-
CC, 31.89. Girls 50 yd. breaststroke 
Meghan Hogue, DP Stingrays-CC, 
36.71. Boys 50 yd. breaststroke 
Tommy Juarez, DP Stingrays-CC, 
34.83. Girls 100 yd. IM Meghan 
Hogue, DP Stingrays-CC, 1:10.12. 
Boys 100 yd. IM Zachary Corbishley, 
SHRK-CC, 1:05.83. Girls 50 yd. back 
Meghan Hogue, DP Stingrays-CC, 
33.14. Boys 50 yd. back Zachary 
Corbishley, SHRK-CC, 29.72. Girsl 
200 yd. free relay Del Prado Stingrays-
CC 'A' (Alyssa Bardakos 13, Heather 
Waldear 14, Kelly Renton 14, Nikki 
White 14), 1:54.96. Mixed 200 yd. free 
relay Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 
'A' (Jack Miller M14, Noah Gushurst 
M14, Tyler Rhoads M14, Zachary 
Corbishley M14), 1:46.07.

15-18: Girls 200 yd. medley relay 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Megan 
Doi 15, Healey Suto 15, Elaina Gates 
18, Lucy Bell 15), 2:08.74. Mixed 
200 yd. medley relay Del Prado 
Stingrays-CC 'A' (Ryan Hogue M16, 
Joshua Cole M16, Michael Howard 
M15, James Reimer M15), 1:58.03. 
Girls 50 yd. free Elaina Gates, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 27.42. Boys 50 yd. free 
Cameron Kurotori, DP Stingrays-CC, 
23.75. Girls 50 yd. fly Haley Isaacs, 
SHRK-CC, 31.74. Boys 50 yd. fly 
Cameron Kurotori, DP Stingrays-CC, 
26.27. Girls 50 yd. breaststroke Haley 
Isaacs, SHRK-CC, 36.05. Boys 50 
yd. breaststroke Andrew Goard, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 31.06. Girls 100 yd. 
IM Girls 15-18 100 Yard IM Elaina 
Gates, DP Stingrays-CC, 1:11.94. 
Boys 100 yd. IM Andrew Goard, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 59.53. Girls 50 yd. back 
Megan Doi, DP Stingrays-CC, 34.42. 
Boys 50 yd. back Andrew Goard, DP 
Stingrays-CC, 28.21. Girls 200 yd. free 
relay Pleasanton Meadows Sharks-CC 
'A' (Alyson Isaacs 15, Annie Geasa 
17, Haley Isaacs 15, Shelby Craig 
17), 1:52.97. Mixed 200 yd. free relay 
Del Prado Stingrays-CC 'A' (Andrew 
Goard M17, Cameron Kurotori M17, 
Ryan Hogue M16, Joshua Cole M16), 
1:35.90.

CYO Cross Country
St. Michael CYO cross country 

team will begin practices for the fall 
season on Monday, August 19.  Meets 
begin September 20.  The team is 
open to all children from kindergar-
ten through eighth grade who live 
in Livermore or attend St.  Michael.  
For more information, contact Tracy 
Vogler at vogler@alum.mit.edu or 
925-980-2159.

Martial Arts
 Taylor's Martial Arts of Liver-

more, competed at the California Black 
Belt League's Victory Challenge on 
July 27 at the Modesto Junior Col-
lege in Modesto, CA.  The following 
students competed and placed:

Kata/Forms: Sofie McMichael 
- 2nd place 8-10 yr old beginner 
Kajukenbo/Kempo forms; Brooklyn 
Pehargou - 3rd place 8-10 yr old 
beginner Kajukenbo/Kempo forms; 
Alexis Aying - 2nd place 8-10 yr 
old intermediate Kajukenbo/Kempo 
forms; Helena Macias - 3rd place 8-10 
yr old intermediate Kajukenbo/Kempo 
forms; Rachel Bryant - 1st place 
14-17 yr old advanced Kajukenbo/
Kempo forms

Sparring: Helena Macias - 1st 
place 1st Timers; Sofie McMichael 
- 3rd place 8-9 yr old girls beginner; 
Alexis Aying - 1st place 8-9 yr old 
girls intermediate sparring and 8-9 yr 
old girls grand champion; Brooklyn 
Pehargou - 1st place 10-11 yr old girls 
beginner sparring and 10-11 yr old girls  
grand champion; Joseph Vitale - 1st  

place 14-15 yr old boys advanced; 
Tanya Sharetskaya - 2nd place 14-15 
yr girls black belt; Rachel Bryant - 2nd 
place 16-17 yr old girls advanced  

Golf Tournament
The third annual Terry Patters 

Golf Tournament will be held Aug. 
5 at Poppy Ridge Golf Course near 
Livermore.

The tournament is a fund-raising 
event for melanoma research. Terry 
Patters died in 2010 from basal cell 
melanoma, said her husband, Dave 
Patters of Livermore. The tournament 
is a way to help provide funds to find a 
cure, so that others won't have to suffer.

In addition to golf, there will be 
a silent auction and a buffet dinner. 
People who do not play golf are encour-
aged to come for the dinner.

Registration is open now, and is 
scheduled to close on July 22. Patters 
has a web page that explains ticket 
prices and other details. It may be 
found at http://events.melanoma.org/
terrypattersgolfin2013.

Veterans Victory Velo
Serious cyclists and recreational 

riders alike are invited to help severely 
wounded veterans by joining “V3”, the 
second annual Veterans Victory Velo 
bike ride set for Saturday, October 12, 
2013 in San Ramon.

Riders can choose from three 
routes:  30 miles, 60 miles or the more 
challenging 100 mile Devil Mountain 
Century to raise funds for the Sentinels 
of Freedom Scholarship Foundation 
(www.sentinelsoffreedom.org), a 
San Ramon based non-profit which 
has been helping wounded veterans 
regain their self-sufficiency and inde-
pendence since its inception in 2003.

Registration is now open at www.
veteransvictoryvelo.com.  Registration 
fees increase after September 1st.    All 
V3 rides will begin and end in the 
parking lot of the Foundation offices 
located at 2678 Bishop Drive in San 
Ramon. Riders from the novice to the 
experienced are welcome.

100-mile Devil Mountain Century 
Ride begins at 7 a.m.; 60-mile ride 
begins at 9 a.m.;  30-mile ride begins 
at 10 a.m.

The 30 mile ride is an out-and-back 
along San Ramon and Foothill Blvds 
to the picturesque and historic town of 
Sunol.  The 60 mile ride loops through 
the Tri-Valley area, extending east 
from Danville to the lush vineyards 
of Livermore and the rolling hills of 
Pleasanton before returning through 
Dublin and San Ramon.  The 100-mile 
Devil Mountain Century Ride takes 
cyclists to the ranger station on Mt. 
Diablo, down through Clayton and 
up and over Morgan Territory lands 
before descending into the Livermore/
Pleasanton/Sunol region on the return.

Participants who register by 
August 1st will receive a free com-
prehensive safety clinic and follow-on 
free training rides included in their 
registration.  The 3-hour evening class 
will be taught by a League of Ameri-
can Bicyclists certified instructor; the 
group training rides will be held on 
Saturday mornings until race day.  All 
registrants may join the training rides 
regardless of registration date.

Following the V3 bike rides, there 
will be a family-friendly celebration 
including a barbecue lunch provided by 
sponsors Carl’s Jr. (www.carlsjr.com) 
and Rubio’s (www.rubios.com) as well 
as live music provided by AKA of Ken 
Cooper Music (www.kencoopermusic.
com), additional food tents, wine and 
beer tastings, free massages for riders, 
static displays from local military or-
ganizations, and other fun events.  The 
festival is scheduled for 1 - 5 p.m. and 
is open to the public. Radio sponsor 
101.7 KKIQ (www.kkiq.com) will 
be broadcasting live at various times 
throughout the day from the Bishop 
Ranch start and finish line.

A new custom bike jersey is avail-
able for purchase online now through 
ride day to commemorate the V3 event. 
The Club Cut, red, white and blue bike 
jersey, $65, is a little longer and looser 
than a Race Cut jersey.  Cycling bibs 
and shorts with the V3 logo may also 
be purchased at http://www.voler.com/
custom/ordering/li/3545.

Additional corporate sponsorship 
opportunities are still available for 
this event. 

Anyone interested in more infor-
mation about race details and registra-
tion, jersey purchase, or the Sentinels 
of Freedom organization should go 
to www.veteransvictoryvelo.com 
or email info@sentinelsoffreedom.
org.  SOF staff can be reached at 
925-380-6342.

CYO Basketball
Registration for the 2013/14 SM/

SC CYO Basketball season is open. 
This season  the availability of train-
ing and on court opportunities have 
been increased.

Coaches are needed. Each year, 
the league looks for men and women 
to lead the players by exemplifying 
Christian values and teaching the game 
of basketball. Interested individuals are 
invited to register as a coach. 

Please visit http://smsccyo.org/ for 
more information.

Swim Meet
The City of Pleasanton’s Dolores 

Bengtson Aquatic Center will be the 
of the league championship.

The annual Tri-Valley Swim 
League Championships is scheduled 
on Saturday, August 3, 2013. The meet 
is expected to draw about 900 swim-
mers and spectators who will begin to 
arrive at 6:30 a.m. Competition starts at 
8:00 a.m. and is expected to conclude 
by 5:00 p.m.

Admission is free. The meet is 
open to the public. There are eight 
teams in the league with over 1000 
kids participating.

City staff has worked with the 
swim meet coordinators to develop 
plans for a successful competition 
and reduced impact on the neighbor-
hoods surrounding the Aquatic Center, 
located at 4455 Black Avenue near 
Santa Rita Road. Swim meet coordi-
nators have been advised of a traffic 
flow system to facilitate competitor 
drop-off at the Aquatic Center, and all 
participants have been notified of pre-
designated overflow parking locations 
(at adjacent Gingerbread Preschool, 
Alisal Elementary School, and Ama-
dor Valley High School) designed to 
reduce the impact to the surrounding 
neighborhood.

The Aquatic Center will be closed 
for lap swim and swim lessons.  
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The Pleasanton Downtown Association’s annual Summer Wine Stroll was held 
last Saturday with twenty wineries from Livermore Valley and the East Bay Area 
showcasing their wines at various Downtown Pleasanton locations.  Wines were 
paired with small bites of  food. Pictured are representatives from Ehrenberg Cellars.
 

Preschool Teacher
The Bay Area’s “Preschool 

Teachers Make a Difference 
Awards” coordinated by Habitot 
Children’s Museum announced 
the ten winners, selected from 
almost 100 nominees. Among 
them is Nancy Lehew, Our Sav-
ior Lutheran School, Livermore.

 The judges who selected 
this year's winners were pro-
fessionals and advocates of 
Early Childhood Education, and 
included: Dr. Stacy Thompson, 
former Department Chair and 
Faculty of Child Development 
at Merritt College, member of 
the Advisory Panel on Oakland 
Head Start, and current Dean of 
Academic Pathways and Student 
Services at Merritt College; 
Tanya Smith, Senior Qual-
ity Counts Coach for Alameda 
County First 5, which mentors 
and coaches teachers in licensed 
childcare centers; and Laura 
Arellano Owens of Growing 
Light Montessori Preschool, a 
2012 “Preschool Teachers Make 
a Difference” Award Winner.

The Bay Area’s “Preschool 
Teachers Make a Difference” 
Awards honors the outstanding 
accomplishments of preschool 
teachers as important leaders 
in the development of young 
children. Winning teachers 
represent preschools in com-
munities throughout the nine 
Bay Area counties.

Each award winner will 
receive $100 gift certificate in 
Do-A-Dot school supplies, free 
passes to Habitot, a free class 
field trip to Habitot Children’s 
Museum,  a Folkmanis puppet, 
and materials from Discount 
School Supplies.  The com-
munity is invited to Habitot’s 
Back-to-School Celebration 
and Awards Ceremony where 
the preschool teachers will be 
honored on September 30th.

See all awards http://www.
habitot.org/museum/about_
awards.html

Traveling Bee Show
It’s going to be a buzzy morn-

ing at the library!  Join us for 
Uncle Jer’s Traveling Bee Show 
on Wednesday, August 7, 2013, 
at 10:30am at the Livermore 
Public Library, Civic Center, 
located at 1188 South Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore.  

Uncle Jer’s Traveling Bee 
Show is one of many variety 
performances during the li-
brary’s 2013 Summer Reading 
Program, “Reading is So Deli-
cious!”

Learn all about the  society of 
bees, bee pollination and honey 
production and harvesting. 
Watch bees in action and get a 
close-up view of their beehive! 

This free program, sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library, 
will be held outside, with the 
audience to be seated on tarps.  
Attendees are encouraged to 
arrive early for best parking 
and viewing opportunities and 
to bring appropriate sun gear.  
Summer Reading Programs are 
geared toward children ages 4 
and older. 

The Livermore Public Li-
brary’s Summer Reading Pro-
gram is a free program featuring 
special events and prizes for 
all ages.  Scheduled programs 
throughout the summer include 
storytimes, crafts, a wildlife 
presentation and international 
performances.

  Pick up a 2013 “Reading 
is So Delicious!” calendar of 
events at any of the library’s 
three locations.  For further 
information, please call 925-
373-5504, or visit the library’s 
website www.livermorelibrary.
net. 

Excel Classes
The Pleasanton Library is 

presenting Excel classes in be-
ginners and intermediate levels. 
Gain skills for career advance-
ment, learning formatting, and 
more. Classes taught by a finance 
professional with 10 years of 
experience.

Sign up for one, two, or 
three sessions from 6:00 to 7:00 
p.m. at the Library: Wednesday, 
August 14: Beginners Excel; 
Wednesday, August 21: Interme-
diate Excel; or Thursday, August 
29: Advanced Excel

Registration is required, 
as space is limited. Ask at the 
Reference Desk or call 925-931-
3400, extension 4.

Library programs are free 
and open to everyone. 

Rental Scam
Over the past 4 weeks, the 

Livermore Police Department 
has received 16 complaints 
about a false advertisement on 
Craigslist involving suspect 
Donnelley Gopidas, an 18 
year old Livermore resident. 
Gopidas placed an advertise-
ment on Craigslist, listing his 
condominium for rent waiting 
for potential “renters”/victims to 
contact him inquiring about the 
condo.  Once a victim contacted 
Gopidas, he would arrange to 

meet them at the condominium 
to show it.  The condominium 
is actually owned by Gopidas’ 
family who was allowing Gopi-
das to live there unaware he was 
advertising it for rent.  When 
Gopidas met with the potential 
“renters” he would have them 
sign a rental contract and col-
lect $1,300.00 for the security 
deposit and $1,300.00 for the 
first month’s rent.  In most cases, 
Gopidas would not give the 
key to the victim at the time of 
signing because he said he was 
making repairs to the condo.  He 
assured them he would provide 
them the keys before their move 
in date.

At the time of their move in 
date and waiting for their keys, 
victims were unable to contact 
Gopidas as he had been avoiding 
their numerous attempts to reach 
him.  Gopidas had previously 
cashed the checks that he had 
been paid and the victims were 
unsuccessful at getting their 
money returned.  As of date, 
the number of victims totaled 
16 with a dollar amount loss of 
approximately $24,700.00.  

The Livermore Police De-
partment authored a search war-
rant for 1087 Murrieta Blvd. and 
an arrest warrant for Gopidas. 
Livermore Police Department 
detectives served the search 
warrant at the condominium, 
which was unoccupied at the 
execution of the search warrant.

Within a week of serving 
the search warrant, a previous 
victim received an email from 
Gopidas requesting $1,300.00 
for money “owed” on her move 
in date scheduled for 07-25-13.  
Gopidas agreed to meet with 
this victim in Pleasanton for the 
transaction where Livermore 
Police Department detectives 
were monitoring and ultimately 
took custody of Gopidas.  

It is anticipated that there 
may be additional victims of this 
fraudulent activity involving 
Gopidas. Anyone who may have 
fallen victim to this crime, please 
contact the lead investigator of 
this case, Detective E. Briggs at 
(925) 371-4779. 

Although some victims 
took several necessary steps to 
protect themselves from this 
type of fraud, the Livermore 
Police Department recommends 
for potential renters to check 
the following when pursuing 
rental properties:  Conduct a 
check in the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS) for legitimacy 
of the property being rented, if 
applicable contact the Home-
owners Association (HOA) 
about ownership of the property, 
obtain a key at the time of the 
contract signing, but the most 
importantly, “If the deal sounds 
too good to be true” it could 
possibly be a scam.  In this 
particular circumstance, this 
condominium was being rented 
for $500.00 under current value.  

Bicyclist Injured
The Livermore-Pleasanton 

Fire Department (LPFD) re-
sponded to the report of a 
bicyclist down at an unknown 
location in the Pleasanton Ridge 
Regional Park on July 27. The 
LPFD responded with two off-
road vehicles and initiated a 
search for the victim from both 
the Augustine-Bernal Park ac-
cess through Golden Eagle and 
the Foothill Staging Area. An 
LPFD Engine and Paramedics 
Plus Ambulance were staged 
at the Foothill Staging Area as 
well. Approximately 30 minutes 
later, the victim was located on 
the Thermalito Trail on the west 
side of the ridge. 

The patient was an adult 
male who was determined to 
have potentially life threat-
ening injuries by an LPFD 
Firefighter-Paramedic. Prior to 
making contact with the patient, 
the LPFD requested a medical 

helicopter. Stanford Life Flight 
was dispatched to the scene. 
Based on the patient’s condition 
and location, it was determined 
that the helicopter was the most 
appropriate mode of transpor-
tation to a trauma center. The 
LPFD established a landing 
zone for the helicopter on the 
Thermalito Trail approximately 
¼ mile from the bicycle crash 
site. Stanford Life Flight landed 
and the patient was transferred 
to the helicopter and transported 
from the scene with the intended 
destination of Eden Medical 
Center. 

The cyclist was riding with 
his son in-law who assisted 
rescuers in locating the patient 
and providing information. No 
other cyclists were involved in 
the crash. 

This incident serves as a 
reminder to always wear a 
bicycle helmet, as this rider 
was, and to know your location, 
especially when bicycling off of 
main roads. Carrying a map can 
be a very helpful way to identify 
your location in the event of 
an emergency or if you should 
become lost. 

Book Events
Towne Center Books events:
Friday Game Night every 

Friday in August. 7-9 at Towne 
Center.

August 15- SG Browne will 
be at Towne Center for his new 
novel Big Egos, 7:00

August 16 - Steven Gold-
smith discusses The Healing 
Paradox: A Revolutionary Ap-
proach to Treating and Curing 
Physical and Mental Illness,  
10:00

August 20 - Mystery Book-
club, 7:00

August 21 - Two local au-
thors will discuss their books. 
Kenneth Levin, author of Crazy 
Razor, a novel of the Viet Nam 
War and Stuart McElderry, au-
thor of the Barcelona Files, 7:00

 Towne Center is located at 
555 Main Street in downtown 
Pleasanton; information at 
846-8826.

Kaiser Grants
Kaiser Permanente in the 

Diablo Area  has announced its 
2013 grantees. The grants, total-
ing more than $600,000, will 
provide financial support to local 
nonprofit, public health, and hu-
man service organizations that 
serve vulnerable communities. 

Diablo Area grants are 
made to organizations serving 
East and Central Contra Costa 
County and the Tri-Valley Area 
of Alameda County and are for 
one year. Each of the grants will 
support one of the following 
objectives: increasing access to 
health insurance coverage and 
health care services; reducing 
obesity rates and improving 
adolescent health.

There are 47 grants being 
distributed to 42 local non-profit 
and public agencies. 

In the Tri-Valley, $164,000 in 
grant funding will help the com-
munity. Thirteen organizations 
received funding. Among them:

• Axis Community Health, 
will use their funding to sup-
port patient service specialists 
who will help patients secure 
or maintain health coverage 
through public programs.

• A unique Fútsal scholarship 
program at Junction Avenue 
K-8 School will also receive 
funding through the Bay Area 
Community Services/East Bay 
Youth & Family Services. 

• Open Heart Kitchen will 
use their funding to fund a 
weekend box meal program 
for low-income children in the 
Tri-Valley.

“Kaiser Permanente has 
a strong commitment to help 
improve the health of the 
communities we serve,” said 
Marianne Balin, community 
benefit manager for Kaiser 
Permanente in the Diablo Area. 
“Healthy communities benefit 
us all and we are grateful for 
these grantees and the dedication 
they too have to our community. 
Working together we can have a 
meaningful impact on the health 
and well-being of many people.”

For more information on 
Kaiser Permanente’s Com-
munity Benefit Program, visit: 
http://info.kaiserpermanente.
org/communitybenefit/

Other local programs receiv-
ing grants were: Brighter Begin-
nings: Teen peer education about 
pregnancy prevention and Chla-
mydia screening in East Contra 
Costa County and the Tri-Valley 
Area ($20,000); Community 
Child Care Council of Alam-
eda County: Development of 
nutrition and physical activity 
policies for child care programs 
that serve vulnerable families 
in the Tri-Valley ($10,000); 
Fertile Groundworks: Garden 
that provides fresh produce for 
Tri-Valley seniors, with surplus 
produce donated to Open Heart 
Kitchen weekly ($5,000);

Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District: Scholarships 
for swimming lessons and sum-
mer pool passes for low-income 
youth in the Livermore Area 
($15,000); Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District: 
Workshops for Latina youth and 
their mothers focused on health, 
physical and psychological 
changes, and sexual responsibil-
ity ($3,500); Marylin Avenue 
Elementary School: Health 
benefit education and assistance 
in applying for public health 
coverage programs targeting 
Marylin Avenue Elementary 
School families ($11,000);

Open Heart Kitchen: Week-
end box meal program for 
low-income children in the 
Tri-Valley (20,000); Senior Sup-
port of the Tri-Valley: Nutrition 
education and exercise classes 
at senior sites ($10,000); Tri-
City Health Center: Teen peer 
educator-led street outreach and 
youth involvement program fo-
cused on pregnancy prevention 
and Chlamydia reduction in the 
Tri-Valley Area ($10,000); and, 
Tri-Valley YMCA: Nutrition 
counseling and education ser-
vices and a fitness curriculum 
to youth ages 9-13 ($10,000).



ratory in December 1959 
and was assigned the dual 
functions of Fire Marshal 
and resident Fire Protection 
Engineer.  He established the 
Las Positas Technical Ser-
vices Co., a fire protection 
business, after his retirement 
from Sandia.  

Robert was granted life 
membership in the Western 
Fire chiefs Association and 
the International Associa-
tion of  Fire Chiefs.  He was 
a founding director and 
a member for life in the 
California Firemen’s Muster 
Association.

Robert conducted a 71 
year quest for his family 
history.  It began with his 
father relating the oral his-
tory as he knew it.  Rob-
ert picked up the gauntlet, 
so to speak, and gathered 
thirty-five generations of 
his ancestors that were rich 
in English and Scottish his-
tory back to the year 900.  He 
was most proud of the fact 
that seven of his eight great 
grandparents descended 
from colonial families.  He 
proudly referred to himself 
as a Colonial-American. 

Robert is survived by 
Norma Harris Ware, his lov-
ing companion for seventy 
years and spouse for sixty-
seven years, his son, Rob-
ert Bruce, daughter-in-law, 
Zulia, and granddaughter, 
Sasha;daughter, Barbara 
Brenzel, and son-in-law, 
Douglas Brenzel.  He will be 
interned at the San Joaquin 
Valley National Cemetery 
with Military Honors.

Arrangements by Cal-
laghan Mortuary.

Walter Lee Hawkins, Sr.
April 19, 1943- July 22, 2013

Walt "Butch" Hawkins, 
Sr., 70, of Manteca, Califor-

nia, passed 
a w a y  o n 
J u l y  2 2 , 
2013. Walt 
was born 
i n  O a k -
land, Cali-
fornia and 
ra ised in 
San Lean-
dro, Cali-

fornia, where he lived until 
he joined the United States 
Army at the age of 18.  After 
his military service, Walt 
worked for International 
Harvester and Dreyer's Ice 
Cream.

Walt was a fun loving, 
easy going man and a free 
spirit.  Most importantly, he 
was a wonderful father and 
grandfather who instilled the 
importance of family and a 
love for the Oakland Raid-
ers in all of his children and 
grandchildren. He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, camping, 

Vikki Smith, Teri Rivera, 
Laverne Hancock (Mark), 
Deb Rivera-Guillermo; 
grandchildren Aidan Ayala, 
Ellie-J Ayala, Lilyah Simp-
son; and, many nieces and 
nephews

A Memorial Service cel-
ebrating Linda’s life will be 
held on August 7 in Liver-
more, California at 7 p.m. 
at Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 
East Ave., Livermore.

Robert A. Ware
Nov. 10, 1925 –July 21, 2013
Resident of Livermore 

Robert was born in his 
family’s residence in Tako-
ma Park, Maryland.  He was 
the youngest child of his par-

e n t s , 
H e x t 
P e r r y 
W a r e 
a n d 
Kather-
ine Be-
a t r i c e 
Wa r e .  
R o b -
e r t ’ s 
parents 

and three siblings prede-
ceased him. He served his 
apprenticeship as a fire fight-
er during his teen years when 
he was a “fire house brat”.  
Robert studied firefighting 
procedures and evolutions 
at the nearby University of 
Maryland and was awarded 
his first firefighter certifica-
tion by the University on 
September 9, 1941.  He 
was inducted into the fire 
department’s membership 
in December 1941.  Shortly 
after his senior year of high 
school, Robert enrolled in 
the Maritime Commission’s 
apprentice seamen’s pro-
gram. He transferred to the 
Navy after six months train-
ing and was assigned to an 
Air Sea Rescue Squadron 
as an S1/c.  He was the 
only certified firefighter in 
his section and was rapidly 
promoted to PO/2c.  His 
enlistment in the Navy was 
for the duration of the war 
plus six months.

Robert returned home af-
ter his discharge and married 
his high school sweetheart, 
Norma Harris, on July 4, 
1946 and continued his fire 
protection studies at the U 
of M. They resided in Silver 
Spring MD until June 1948 
when he accepted a job offer 
from the Los Alamos Labo-
ratory and was assigned to 
the weapons division, then 
at Sandia Laboratory, Sandia 
Army Base, Albuquerque, 
NM.  The “Z” division, as 
it was known, was absorbed 
into Sandia Corporation, 
when the AEC changed the 
mission assignment effec-
tive November, 1949.  At 
that time, Robert was recog-
nized as an Atomic Pioneer.  
He was employed at Sandia, 
including his Los Alamos 
service, for forty years.  
Robert was transferred to 
Sandia’s Livermore Labo-

Rachel, Jeff and Tammy’s 
girls.  He was thrilled to be-
come a Great Grandpa with 
granddaughters, Taylor and 
Ryan from Bozeman.   His 
grandson Ryan and his wife 
Keri are expecting a daugh-
ter whose birth will begin a 
sixth generation of Nielsens 
in Dublin.

Bud is held in great affec-
tion in the hearts and memo-
ries of so many people, 
including the children of his 
friends and the friends of his 
children.  His influence on so 
many was the result of his 
compassionate and caring 
nature, his dry wit, and his 
unfailing honest and forth-
right character.  

His children rejoice in 
knowing that this gentle gi-
ant of a man is walking again 
with the love of his life, their 
mother Marilyn.

A Celebration of Bud’s 
life will be held at 3:00PM  
Sunday, August 4, 2012 at 
the barn of the  Dublin Heri-
tage Park,  corner of  Donlon 
Way  and Dublin Blvd.  Dub-
lin, California. There will 
be an open mike for those 
friends comfortable enough 
to share with our family their 
favorite memory or fun time 
with Bud. 

Linda Rivera
Resident of Livermore

Linda Rivera, 61, passed 
away peacefully in Liver-
more, California on Satur-

day July 
13, 2013, 
a f t e r 
contract-
i n g  E -
Col i  in 
2009 and 
m a n y 
medical 
setbacks. 
She was 

surrounded by numerous 
family and friends.

Linda Rivera was born in 
Torrance, California on Feb. 
18, 1952, the oldest of the 
three children of Audrie and 
Don Kleinert. She graduated 
from Paradise High School 
in Oroville, California with 
the class of 1969. She mar-
ried Richard S. Rivera on 
September 25, 1999. She 
was a 20 plus year resident 
of Henderson, Nevada, and 
a 2-year resident of Liver-
more, California. 

Linda was a special 
needs teaching assistant for 
5 years at Green Valley High 
School. She was an active 
part of her children’s lives, 
always volunteering at their 
schools and right there at 
every soccer game, wres-
tling tournament, and track 
and field event, cheering 
on the sidelines. Linda was 
a true inspiration to every 
person she came across, 
always seeing the good in 
everything and everyone. 
She constantly put others 
before herself and is thought 
of as a kind hearted and truly 
genuine person. She had a 
love for life and her presence 
will be sorely missed.

She was preceded in death 
by her dad Don Kleinert; and 
sister Bobbie Colson.

She is survived by her 
mom Audrie Kleinert; lov-
ing husband of 13 years, 
Richard S. Rivera; mother of 
Jerry Jay Simpson II, Tony 
Simpson, Ricky Simpson; 
stepmom of Jeanine Ayala 
(Dan), Brandon Rivera, Bri-
anna Rivera; brothers Rex 
Kleinert, Joe Rivera, Tony 
Rivera, Ed Rivera (Cheryl), 
Ron Rivera (Sharon); sisters 
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One of Dublin's 
Founders,
Robert "Bud" Nielsen

The patriarch of a promi-
nent heritage family of Dub-
lin that spans 6 generations, 
Robert Nielsen, passed 
peacefully on July 26, 2013.  
He was Dublin’s last living 
founder of that generation 
prior to its incorporation as 
a City.  He was 86 years old.  

 Known to everyone as 
Bud, he was born to Anna 
Matilda Carstensen and 
Thomas Martin Nielsen in 
1926 at home on the family 
ranch.  Both his maternal 
and paternal grandparents 
emigrated from Denmark 
and settled in Dublin in the 
1870’s.  Bud had one sibling, 
his older brother Harold, 
who predeceased him.

Bud attended Murray 
School in Dublin and Ama-
dor High School in Pleas-
anton.  He was recruited 
by St. Mary’s College to 
play football, but with his 
brother, Harold, away at 
war, he was needed to run 
the family ranch. At the age 
of 25 Bud met a beautiful 
young woman from Minne-
sota who was spending the 
summer  in Dublin with her 
sister, whose husband was 
stationed during the Korean 
War, at Camp Shoemaker, 
known today as Camp Parks. 
Marilyn Ann Fenne became 
his wife, business partner, 
and constant companion 
for the 43 years they shared 
until her death in 1994 from 
cancer. 

 Together he and his fa-
ther raised sheep and some 
cattle, planted fields of to-
matoes on the land where the 
Silvergate housing develop-
ment now stands, and grew 
hay and grain in Dougherty 
Valley.  Bud made the transi-
tion to raising solely cattle 
under the name TN Cattle 
Company. TN, his father’s 
brand, was one of the earliest 
brands registered in the State 
of California. The cattle in 
the City of Dublin’s murals 
bear  TN  the  family’s brand.  

As suburban develop-
ment encroached on the 
home ranch, it was becom-
ing more difficult to be vi-
able locally in agriculture.  
Bud  began leasing  grazing 
land throughout the Valley 
and Northern California  to 
accommodate a growing 
herd.   He obtained his pilot’s 
license at age 36, and at age 
38 expanded his business 
by leasing land in Klamath 
Falls, Oregon and commuted 
by airplane, running ranches 
400 miles apart.

 As Dublin grew, Bud was 
a dedicated civic leader and 
community servant.  In 1957 
he was one of the founders 
of the Dublin Community 
Club, Dublin’s first civic 
body.  Along with the other 
founding members, he in-
vited all new residents to 
become active in ensuring 
that all new development 
in the area would benefit 
the entire Valley.  The or-
ganization floated a Zone 
7 Water Conservation and 
Flood Bond as well as a huge 
Alameda County School 
Bond enabling the Board of 
Trustees to purchase land for 
seven elementary schools to 
serve the influx of children 
from future development.  
For twelve years he served 
on the Murray School Board.  
Nielsen School was named 
in his honor of these efforts 
and to reflect the family’s 
standing as one of the origi-
nal pioneers of the area. 

Bud served as part of the 
volunteer Fire Department, 
was in the Alameda County 
Deputy Sheriff’s Reserve, 

Director of the Dublin Pio-
neer Cemetery and Rowell 
Ranch Rodeo.  He participat-
ed in the Soil Conservation 
Board, served as an officer 
of the Farm Bureau, the 
Wool Growers Association, 
Cattlemen’s Association, 
and was a member of the 
Elks and a 4-H supporter.  
He was invited to be a mem-
ber of the San Francisco 
Commonwealth Club, and 
in 1988 was honored as Al-
ameda/Contra Costa County 
Cattleman of the Year.  

In 1986, Bud was in a 
near-fatal truck accident 
on the ranch, but returned 
home after a month in the 
hospital and made a remark-
able recovery.  This accident 
left him with nerve damage 
to his foot that caused him 
many years later to fall and 
break the same hip four dif-
ferent times, finally resulting 
in his immobility.

The day came when the 
home ranch land was des-
tined to become houses. 
One of Bud’s most chal-
lenging accomplishments 
was his dedicated effort 
over 10 years to take his 
family’s ranch land through 
the stages from zoned ag-
riculture to a marketable 
housing development.  Right 
in the middle of that effort, 
the City of Dublin incorpo-
rated and he had to restart 
the process.  In 2001, a 
citizen initiative forged by 
his neighbors down-zoned 
the remaining land in the 
West Dublin Hills, which is 
surrounded by development 
and now has no agricultural 
value, to serve as open space 
for the current residents.  To 
someone who had worked 
tirelessly from its inception 
to make the City of Dublin a 
wonderful place to live, this 
was a difficult blow.

Bud gave his children 
memories few children will 
ever know.  In a close-knit 
rural community, they grew 
up with a father who ex-
pected hard work but at the 
same time played “dogpile” 
with them, made up songs 
while he took them riding 
on horseback during his 
work day, taught them his-
tory, and tucked them into 
bed every night. He loved 
to throw a party, and made 
many lifelong friends to 
whom he was devoted and 
had that devotion returned. 
He had a signature twinkle 
in his eye,  full of spunk and 
playful, laughing easily and 
joking readily.  He loved to 
have fun.  He was a moun-
tain of a man physically, but 
inwardly sentimental and 
soft-hearted.  

Bud’s three sons have 
all worked to further the 
TN ranching operation and 
continue the family’s deeply 
valued agricultural heritage.  
During his lifetime, they 
have done business in nearly 
every Western state, and TN 
Cattle Company now runs 
thousands of acres of lease 
holdings and owns ranches 
in Siskiyou, Tehama, and 
Glenn counties.  His grand-
sons, as well, continue to 
be a part of the ranching 
community, participating in 
rodeos and lending help in 
the daily functioning of their 
family’s ranching business.  
Bud’s daughter, Roxanne, 
works  as a dental hygienist 
while helping her father with 
his business matters, and  
caring for her father in his 
later years.  

 Bud is survived by his 
four children, Roxanne, 
Tom, Robert, and Jeff;   Rox-
anne’s husband Jack Gilbert 
and Jeff’s wife Tammy,  like-
son  Gary and his wife Ruth, 
and brother-in-law,  Andrew 
Fenne.   He is also survived 
by 10 grandchildren who 
loved him very dearly; eight 
grandsons: Tom’s boys,   
Tom Jr., Travis, Timothy and 
his wife Elizabeth of Sis-
kiyou County, CA;  Robert’s 
boys:   Tyler, Ryan and his 
wife Keri,   Roxanne’s son 
Jeffrey and his wife Saman-
tha of Bozeman, Montana;  
Jeff’s boys: Clay and Ty  
and  finally two very special 
granddaughters, Carli and 

dancing to oldies, bowling 
and spending time with his 
family. He was no stranger 
to anyone and bragged about 
his children and grandchil-
dren to all who would listen. 

Walt was preceded in 
death by his parents Selwyn 
and Melba Hawkins, his 
brothers, Wayne Petersen 
and Dick Hawkins and his 
sisters, Arlene Coleman, 
Ardis LaMotte and Joan 
Hawkins.  

Walt is survived by his 
children Sheryl Jardine 
(Chris), Walter Hawkins, Jr. 
(Sharon), Debbie Campi-
otti (Gino), Debbie Couch 
(Mack), Vicki Rockstead 
(David), Nanci Fox (Mike), 
Stepchildren, Robin Eddy 
(Shane), James Byrd, his 
sisters Mary Studley and 
Nadine Bartholf, 25 grand-
children, 12 great grandchil-
dren, numerous nieces and 
nephews and many friends 
he considered family.  He 
will forever live in all of 
our hearts. 

Walt's family invites you 
to a celebration of Walt's life 
on Wednesday, August 7, 
2013, at 3:00 pm at Spring-
town Golf Course Club-
house in Livermore. 

Margaret Carothers
Margaret Carothers, a 

1965 graduate of Livermore 
High School, died on July 
17, 2013.  

After graduation, Marga-
ret attended Pitzer College 
in Claremont, California, 
where she also worked until 
her retirement in 2012.  

Margaret was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
John Murphy and parents, 
James and Barbara Caroth-
ers. She is survived by her 
sisters, Katherine Caroth-
ers of Denver and Alison 
Hetrick of Tracy, and her 
brother Thomas Carothers 
of Washington DC.  

Services will be held at 9 
am on August 3, at Oak Park 
Cemetery in Claremont, 
California.
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See The Tri-Valley’s Most 
Complete Online Interactive 

Calendar To See What’s 
Happening In Your Community.

For 50 years, The Independent has received 
and printed the most arts and community 
events notices of any newspaper. Now you can 
see them online. The Independent’s Online 
Events Calendars help you know all of the 
Community and Cultural Arts events going 
on this week, this month and this year. You 
can even submit and update your events, too!  
In addition, calendars have links to 41 
cultural arts and 179 community websites 
from the movies and performing arts sites, 
to local governments, wineries and churches 
all within reach of your fingertips.

See what’s happening in 
your community at 

www.independentnews.com

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL 
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000                                                      

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 480194-195

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: (1)Check-
ers Catering (2)Checkers 
Catering and Special Events, 
83 Wright Brothers Avenue, 
Livermore, CA 94551, is 

hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Checkers Grill, 83 Wright 
Brothers Avenue, Livermore, 
CA 94551  
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on July 11, 2003.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Denise Slavitt, President
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on July 3, 2013. 

Expires July 3, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3495.  Published  July 18, 
25, August 1, 8, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 479599
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: GOCAST, 
6175 Water Lily Common 
#225, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Bryan Fagundes, 6175 Water 
Lily Common #225, Liver-

more, CA 94551  
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 6/17/2013.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Bryan Fagundes
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on June 17, 2013. 
Expires June 17, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3497.  Published  July 18, 
25, August 1, 8, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 480633
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Livermore 
Toyota and Livermore Scion, 
6200 Northfront Road, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
John L. Sullivan Enterprises 
Inc, 700 Automall Drive, 
Roseville, CA 95661  
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation

The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Steven A. Ruckels, SEC/
CFO
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on July 17, 2013. 
Expires July 17, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3498.  Published  July 25, 
August 1, 8, 15, 2013.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 480098
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The Ink 
Gallery Tattoo Lounge, 1515 
N. Vasco Rd., Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
(1)OC Junior Thomas IV, 
2099 Brennan Ln., Manteca, 
CA 95337 (2)Sean Mitchell 
Rivera, 1225 Zinfandel Pl., 
Manteca, CA 95336  
This business is conducted 

by Co-partners
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 6/21/2013.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: OC Thomas, Co-Owner
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Alameda on June 28, 2013. 
Expires June 28, 2018.
The Independent Legal No. 
3499.  Published  July 25, 
August 1, 8, 15, 2013.

by Harry Stoll
Concannon Vineyard was 

the first American winery to 
commercially label Petite 
Sirah. That was the 1961 
vintage, bottled in 1964, 
when Jim Concannon was 
the winemaker. He cele-
brated his 82nd birthday on 
July 25, St. James Day. His 
grandfather, James Concan-
non, founded the winery in 
1883.  Jim Concannon for 
years represented Concan-
non wines, traveling the 
country, visiting events from 
sophisticated celebrations 
to wine tasting at grocery 
stores.

 It was fitting for Petite 
Sirah advocates, “PS, I Love 
You,” to hold their 11th annu-
al Petite Sirah Symposium 
on July 23 at Concannon 
Vineyard. Jo and Jose Diaz, 
of Diaz Communications, 
organized the symposium, 
including attracting well 
known industry members 
as speakers at the seminars. 
They are tireless advocates 
of the lush and complex Pe-
tite Sirah. Jo Diaz is thankful 
to Concannon for hosting 
the event.

John Concannon, Jim’s 
son, has assumed his fa-
ther ’s duties represent-
ing Concannon. Not far 
from the verdant beautiful 
grounds of Concannon, in 
the conference room of The 
Wine Group (owners of 
the Concannon label) John 

welcomed participants and 
told how Concannon crafted 
the 1961 vintage of Petite 
Sirah. Members of the press 
were present along with 
about 60 wineries, including 
three from Livermore Val-
ley. Over half the Livermore 
Valley wineries produce 
Petite Sirah.

Occasio Winery owner 
and winemaker John Kinney 
said it was good to have me-
dia and winemakers in the 
same room. He also said he 
wished the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association 
would pay more attention 
to the event and in the fu-
ture more Livermore Valley 
wineries would participate. 
At the event Occasio poured 
its 2010 Petite Sirah from 
Livermore Valley’s Del Ar-
royo Vineyard that retails 
for $35. It’s a classic Petite 
Sirah, with plenty of hit 
but controlled tannins, and 
lush flavors of blackberry, 
huckleberry. Boysenberry, 
ripe red raspberry, and dark 
chocolate. Perfect New York 
steak wine. 

Nottingham Cellars own-
er Jeff Cranor attended with 
his son Collin, who is the 
winemaker. Jeff said the 
symposium presented much 
good information.

Collin was proud of his 
2012 Petite Sirah and filled 
a bottle from the barrel and 
poured it at the event along 
with his 2011 Petite Sirah. 

The promising 2012 from 
Livermore Valley may be 
even better than the 2011, 
which whispers of freshly 
baked cinnamon bread, and 
blue and blackberry com-
pote. Cherries and raspber-
ries rush into the palate fol-
lowed by cinnamon, clove 
and dark chocolate. This 
bold boy wants braised ribs. 
The winery suggests you 
also try it with dark choco-
late covered strawberries for 
dessert. It retails for $38.

And, of course, Concan-
non was one of the wineries 
pouring in the cool barrel 
room that contains  verti-
cal tanks of a mellow yel-
low color made by French 
craftsmen a half century 
before. Jim said, “They are 
filled with Petite Sirah.” One 
Petite Sirah Concannon  was 
pouring was the 2009 Cap-
tain Joe’s Petite Sirah Liver-
more Valley that retails for 
$36. It honors the founder’s 
son, Joe Concannon, who 
served as a captain in the 
First Cavalry. This Petite 
Sirah comes from the four 
estate vineyards. It dispatch-
es messages of nutmeg and 
clove. It is soft and creamy 
with flavors of blueberry pie 
and blackberry with a silky 
long smoky finish.

Wineries from all over 
the state were pouring their 
Petite Sirahs. All featured 
the muscular Petite Sirah 
structure and the typical 

flavors, but each one was a 
nice variation of the theme.

The symposium concen-
trated on marketing. After 
all, no matter how good 
your wine, if you can’t sell 
it, you’re toast. The keynote 
speaker was Steve Heim-
hoff, author, and wine critic 
of Wine Enthusiast maga-
zine, who is enthusiastic 
about Petite Sirah. He said, 
". . . Petite Sirah has had its 
ups and downs, in terms of 
the public’s perception of 
it.” He said one nationally 
syndicated wine critic wrote, 
“ Petite Sirah is the Rodney 
Dangerfield.” Hemihoff ex-
horted the participants not 
to demand respect, as that 
would be negative, but said, 
“Let us tell the world, in 
simple, honest terms, that 
Petite Sirah is great wine. 
Let us repeat that message 
over and over and over, 
until it sinks in. That is how 
to convince the world of the 
truth of a message.”

What followed were ses-
sions on Petite Sirah. Dave 
Pramuk, of Robert Briale-
yard talked about 129 years 
of growing Petite Sirah in 
California—1884 to 2013. 
Mike Drash of Aratas Wines 
and Ann Kraemer of Shake 
Ridge Vineyard discussed 
growing Petite Sirah in the 
historical Sierra and mar-
keting in a modern world. 
Aaron Jackson of Aaron 
Wines discussed crafting an 

intriguing marketing mes-
sage, as well as great Petite 
Sirah.

The sessions ended with 
the founders of Barefoot 
Cellars, Bonnie Harvey and 
Michael Houlihan, talking 
about creating the message 
of respect. Each participant 
was given a copy of their 
newly published book (with 
Rick Kushman) The Bare-
foot Spirit, an inspiring tale 
of persistence, ingenuity, 
much hard work, and some 
luck—not all of it good—
that is the story of Bare-
foot Cellars rise from pretty 
much nothing to a leading 
national brand in 20 years. 

After the sessions, the 
two founders, and other 
participants, and members of 
the press, ate  lunch under a 
long wide arbor completely 
covered with grape vines, 
with low-hanging clusters of 
grapes ready for the harvest 
and crush. The arbor is at 
one end of the expanse of 
lawn with trees along one 
edge, roses along the road, 
and topiaries, all flawlessly 
maintained and evocative 
of an earlier time, maybe 
1964, when Concannon, on 
these premises, bottled and 
labeled the first Petite Sirah 
in America.

Diners sat six to a table, 
with silken tongued Irish-
men, Jim Concannon and 
Michael Houlihan, at the 
same table, with talk rang-

ing from how their forebears 
arrived here from Ireland 
late in the 19th Century to 
the making and marketing 
of wine. Houlihan offered 
several aphorisms, such as, 
“Do what you’re good at, 
but know what you’re not 
good at and hire somebody 
good to do that.” He wore 
out a lot of shoes promoting 
the Barefoot brand. He said 
he learned “Wine market-
ing 101” from grumpy Don 
Brown, wine buyer for the 
Lucky supermarket chain 
(Barefoot had a hard time 
placing wine there.)  Brown 
said make the label in Eng-
lish, with no fancy curlicues, 
so it can be read from four 
feet away, and make the 
name the same as the logo. 
That last led Bonnie and 
Michael to adopt Barefoot as 
both the logo and the brand. 
Much of what they talked 
about is in their excellent 
book. 

During the lunch, not far 
from the house where he 
was born, Jim Concannon 
raved about John Concan-
non’s daughter, 16-year-old 
Shannon Concannon. “A 
straight-A student,” said 
Grandpa, “who finished 
physics as a sophomore.” 
He said she would someday 
replace her father as the face 
of Concannon.

. 

Bringing it On Home to Concannon Vineyard: A Petite Sirah Symposium 

For more on the symposium, 
see Section II, page 10.
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Over Three Decades of Experience!!!

GENE WILLIAMS
Mortgage Consultant, REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325 
CINDY WILLIAMS 

CRS, GRI - REALTOR®   
(925) 243-0900

www.williamsteam.net

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account 
Representative At (925) 243-8001

Sandee Utterback
(888) 823-8315

DRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM

“Specializing in Livermore’s Finest Homes”

Real Estate...
A People Business

Experience, Honesty, Integrity

Steve & Lorraine 
Mattos

925.426.7978 

www.rockcliff.com
smattos@rockcliff.com

 DRE #00315981

SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

 sabrina.bascom@bhghome.com
DRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

Fracisco Realty
& Investments

Residential • Commercial • Property Mgmt

(925) 998-8131
www.MikeFracisco.com Mike Fracisco

REALTOR®DRE #01378428































































MORTGAGE LOAN 
CONSULTANTS

Specializing in  
VA, CalVet, FHA and  

Conventional Home Loans
Rent vs. Buy...

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION TODAY!
Barbara Duterte
DRE#00958930 / NMLS#260672

(925) 963-9572
Barbara@loansbybarbara.com

www.loansbybarbara.com

Michelle Johnston
DRE#01801753 / NMLS#261098

(925) 784-1169
MJohnston@mortgagemarket.net

www.lender4lifemichelle.com

Mortgage Market, Inc. DUBLIN, CA  DRE#0887562 / NMLS#287856

DRE#01254257

Donna Garrison
(925) 980-0273
Susan Schall
(925) 519-8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
www.FabulousProperties.net

CA LIC#’s: 01735040, 01713497
Licensed Residential Appraiser

Alexander Hartford
Realtor, Broker Associate, Home Appraiser   

DRE License #01885914

www.AlexHartfordKWHomes.com
(925) 895-9946

LIVERMORE’S TOP PRODUCING 
REALTOR 2012 

Certified Residential Specialist & 
Distressed Property Expert

www.ivylogerfo.com

DRE#01267853

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

CA DRE#01709171

Tom Montano
REALTOR® Since 1978
Re/Max Accord
(925) 730-1668
www.TomMontano.com
DRE# 00661426

Real Estate’s Most Active Agent for 30 years

Jon Roberts
Real Estate Professional

855.566.5661
Jon@RRRealty.info
www.RRRealty.info

Professionals Choice 
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading 
Real Estate Professionals & Services

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
NOTICE is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted at the Health 
Care Services Agency, 1000 
San Leandro Blvd., Suite 
300, San Leandro, CA, 94577 
NETWORKING BIDDERS 
CONFERENCE for RFP 
#988801 Madison School 
Based Health Center Health 
Provider/Lead Agency 
Mandatory–Tuesday, Au-
gust 6, 2013, 2:00 PM at 
Health Care Services Agen-
cy, 1000 San Leandro Blvd. 
3rd Floor, Room 325, San Le-
andro, CA 94577 Response 
Due by 2:00 pm on August 
23, 2013 County Contact: 
Marta Lutsky at (510) 667-
7416, marta.lutsky@acgov.
org Attendance at bidders 
conference is Mandatory. 
Specifications regarding the 
above may be obtained at 
the Alameda County GSA 
Current Contracting Oppor-
tunities Internet website at 
www.acgov.org. 
8/1/13
CNS-2513232#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3500

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
NOTICE is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of 
the GSA-Purchasing Depart-
ment, County of Alameda, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Suite 
907, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORKING BIDDERS 
CONFERENCES for RFP 
#901164 Computer Soft-
ware Training North County 
– Thursday, August 15, 2013 
at 2:00 PM, General Ser-
vices Agency, 1401 Lakeside 
Drive, Room 1107, Oakland, 
CA and South County – 
Friday, August 16, 2013 at 
10:00 AM, Public Works 
Agency, Conference Room, 
4825 Gleason Dr., Dublin, 
CA Response Due by 2:00 
pm on September 16, 2013 
County Contact: Nicholas 
Roberts at (510) 208-9616 
or via email: nicholas.rob-
erts@acgov.org Attendance 
at Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Specifica-
tions regarding the above 
may be obtained at the Al-
ameda County GSA Current 
Contracting Opportunities 
Internet website at www.
acgov.org.
8/1/13
CNS-2515071#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3501

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 (925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED

TOYOTA 
OF LIVERMORE, 

the newest member of 
The Sullivan Auto Group, 

is now accepting  
applications for all  

positions in our Parts 
Department. This brand 

new, state-of-the-art facil-
ity, is scheduled to open 

September1st.  
 

All final candidates must 
possess a valid CDL and 

meet our insurability criteria. 
You must also passdrug/
background screenings. 

 
To apply, please go to  

www.toyotaatlivermore.com 
to submit your application. 
Toyota of Livermore and 
The Sullivan Auto Group 

are EEOC employers.

DRIVERS-
OWNER OPERATORS
Local/Regional Freight
Average $150,000/year

No Touch Freight
No Forced Dispatch

Min 2 yr T/T experience
Call BTT: 877-378-4288

56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors 
Wanted.  

Senior Home  
Health Care.  

Must have experience. 
Senior Solutions, Inc 

(925)443-3101.

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  A 
CLASSIFIED AD

Call  (925)243-8000 

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 

and/or materials)  
be licensed by the  

Contractors State License 
Board. State law also 
requires that contrac-

tors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. 

Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or (800)321-CSLB (2752). 

Unlicensed persons  
taking jobs less than $500 

must state in their  
advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the 

Contractors State  
License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads 

The Federal Fair  
Housing Act, Title VII of  

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
and state law prohibit  

advertisements for housing 
and employment that 

contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 

based on protected classes, 
including race, color,  

religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status or national 

origin. IVPC does not  
knowingly accept any 

advertisements that are in 
violation of the law. 

 
TO PLACE  

A 
CLASSIFIED AD

in The  
Independent, 

Call  
(925)243-8000

Investors Play Big 
Part in Today’s Real 

Estate Buyer’s Market
By Cher Wollard

Many buyers and their agents, especially at the low end of the 
market, are competing against investors seeking to secure their 
money in real estate. 

In fact, in June absentee buyers – mostly investors – purchased 
23.7 percent of all Bay Area homes. 

So who are all these investors?
The California Association of Realtors released results of its 

“2013 Investor Survey” last month.  
“Investors have played a key role in the California housing 

market recovery for the past four years,” according to the survey 
summary.  “Low mortgage rates, attractive home prices and low 
yields on alternative assets have fueled the demand for invest-
ment properties…”

The survey showed that most of today’s investor buyers are:
• Mom-and-pop operations
• Folks who live here
• In it for the long haul
• Working with Realtors
While a lot of attention has been given to large investor groups 

scooping up bank-owned properties, most investors are purchas-
ing one – or maybe a few – homes as part of their family portfolio. 
They see real estate as a solid hedge against future inflation. 

According to the survey, 15 percent of investors own just 
one investment property; 46 percent own between 2 and 5 such 
properties; and 14 percent own 6-10. That leaves 25 percent of 
investors scooping up large numbers of residential real estate 
investments.

Investors, like other buyers, prefer single-family homes, 
with 78 percent of investment transactions involving this type 
of housing. 

Multi-family residences, such as duplexes, triplexes and apart-
ment buildings, comprised 14 percent.  Another 7 percent were 
listed as “other property types,” such as lots. 

Only 1 percent were bulk sales, in which investors purchase 
dozens or even hundreds of properties in one package from a 
bank or other investors.

Real estate, as other industries, is seeing an influx of foreign 
capital. Despite our recent economic hard times, people in other 
countries perceive California real estate to be a solid investment. 

Most investors in California real estate – 68 percent – list the 
United States as their country of origin. But an increasing number 
are from other countries. 

Leading the list by a wide margin is China, at 6 percent of the 
total; followed by India and Mexico, at 3 percent each. 

Another 15 percent are from various other nations and 5 per-
cent are indicated as “unsure.” 

One thing investors are sure about is that they see real estate 
as long-term investments.

House “flipping,” in which investors purchase property to 
upgrade and then resell quickly, gets a lot of media coverage, 
but only 26 percent of investors indicated they intend to re-sell 
their property within a year. 

The vast majority – 66 percent – intend to hold onto the prop-
erty, likely renting it out.  

“With our low inventory, investors too are paying a higher 
price to get into properties, so their margins are a little lower,” 
according to Natalie Swanson, a Realtor with Prudential Cali-
fornia Realty, Livermore, who represents a number of investors. 
“That makes for better long-term investments.”

More than two-thirds of investors plan to manage these 
properties themselves, rather than hire a professional manager 
or management company to do it for them.

Most – about three-fourths – say they expect to sell within 
the next six years.

“One of my investors got into two homes at the same time.” 
Swanson said.  “One he is flipping and one he is keeping. 

“Rents have gone up. He looked at the numbers and decided 
it makes more sense to keep it, rent it and sell it a few years 
down the line.”

Like Swanson’s clients, the majority (59 percent) found their 
investment property through the Multiple Listing Service with 
the help of a Realtor. 

Others purchased property directly from owners, lenders or 
through auctions.

Properties purchased by investors tend to be at the lower end 
of the price spectrum. The median sales price of an investment 
property is $272,500, compared with a median price for all 
California residential real estate of $353,000 (according to June 
numbers supplied by DataQuick). 

More than 80 percent of investors made repairs to those proper-
ties, spending a median of $10,000 on each unit.  The lower-priced 
the property, the more they spent on repairs. For homes priced at 
$250,000 or less, investors spent a median of 4.2 percent of the 
sales price to rehabilitate the property vs. 3.4 percent for homes 
priced at $500,000 and up.

So what is motivating investors to purchase or sell real estate 
now?

The survey showed five top reasons:
• Profit potential (33.7 percent)
• Good price (25.9 percent)
• Low interest rates (9.8 percent)
• Personal reasons (5.5 percent)
• Location (3.9 percent)
In the Tri-Valley, as in the rest of the Bay Area, well-priced 

residential units are garnering multiple offers. 
Smart buyers are offering prices well above list price, accept-

ing the property “As Is” and agreeing to pay for items usually 
covered by sellers. Often the “winning” buyers are those with 
enough cash to purchase the home outright.

Many of those all-cash buyers are investors. While most folks 
purchasing property as a home will use a mortgage, 67 percent 
of investors pay cash for the properties they buy. 

Sellers prefer cash offers because it means the transaction 
will close more quickly than if the buyer must secure a loan, and 
often without an appraisal. 

Lenders demand appraisals, which are based on the price of 
comparable nearby homes that have sold in the past few months. 
In a climbing market, such as ours, the negotiated price may be 
well above the appraised value, a situation that could derail a 
transaction contingent upon the buyer securing a mortgage. 

This gives all-cash investors a huge edge in a sellers’ market, 
such as we are currently experiencing.

If you are interested in buying or selling investment real estate, 
contact your local Realtor today.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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2904 Deer Hollow Lane, Livermore
Renovated custom cottage farmhouse situated on approxi-
mately 3.2 acres in desirable South Livermore with easy 
access to highway 84. Zoned SLV-AG and could be an 
ideal place for a boutique winery or possibly a B&B. Home 
is approx. 2838 sq. ft of living space. Offer at $2,200,000.

Janel Pelosi
REALTOR®

(925) 408-8990
janel@pelosipartners.com
www.pelosipartners.com

BRE#01456461

www.pelosipartners.com
 

Open Sat & Sun 1-4
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PLEASANTON/LIVERMORE VALLEY  |  900 Main Street  925.251.1111

        explore the newapr.com   where people, homes and a bit of imagination intersect

doug buenz By Appointment

Livermore  1475 Spring Valley Cmn $335,000
Charming 2 Story Townhome! 3bd/2.5ba, master 
has a walk in closet 2 large secondary rooms, w/w 
carpet, 2 dedicated parking spots (1 covered). Ez 
access to 580!  By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

dan gamache, jr. By Appointment

Livermore  5800 Eagles Run Road $1,499,950
immaculate and rare property! 3,332+/-sf single 
story home, excellent condition, 1,800+/-sf base-
ment, 1800+/-sf shop/garage/apt., endless views!  
By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

karen crowson By Appointment

Livermore  577 Summertree Drive $625,000
Murrieta Meadows one Story. 3/2.5 with bonus 
room. 1,838 sq. ft. of living space. in ground pool 
and spa; covered patio with outdoor kitchen. 
By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

Lance & keLLy king By Appointment

Livermore  2811 San Minete Drive $989,950
Largest model in beautiful “Visanto”, southside 
Livermore, boasting 3,700+/-sf, 5bd/4ba, chef’s 
kitchen, designer paint, custom touches and 
more!  By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

danieL aLpher By Appointment

Livermore  2281 Mezzamonte Drive $920,000
Absolutely Stunning Single Story with Vineyard 
Views! Extensive Custom Upgrades Abound... 
Resting on a 8,875 sq ft lot and vineyard views it 
is 10++!  By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

jo ann Luisi By Appointment

Livermore  2878 4th Street #1403 $415,000
Modern condo with 2 master bedrooms located 
a block from transit center, theaters, restaurants, 
schools and shopping. Hillside views, appliances 
included.  By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

jo ann Luisi By Appointment

Livermore  825 Dakota Court $600,000
investors welcome. Beautifully expand-
ed 4 bedroom home with pool. Currently 
leased until April 2014 at $2550 per mos. 
By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

scott mendes By Appointment

Livermore  1707 Fourth  $595,000
Quintessential Cape Code salt box in the heart 
of highly desireable old Southside! Total rebuild 
in 2007 with permits, too much to list, must see!  
By AppoinTMEnT 925.251.1111

One Night with Rumi
at Casbah Café 

Sunday, August 4
at 6 PM

Music, poetry, 
translation performed  

by Fariba

1770 First Street, Livermore  (925) 243-1477

It’s scheduled maintenance made easy.

Life is better in the Quick Lane®.

• Oil Change 
• Tire Rotation
• Brake Inspection
• Vehicle Check-Up

• Fluid Top-Off
• Battery Test
• Filter Check
• Belts and Hoses Check

Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend oil and Motorcraft oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and 
disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. See Quick Lane Manager for vehicle exclusions and details. 

• All makes and models     • No appointment necessary     • Evening and weekend hours

• Service while you wait     • Factory-trained technicians

Quick Lane® and Motorcraft® are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company.

quicklane.com

$1995

Expires: 08/31/13

Quick Lane at Livermore Ford Lincoln
2266 Kittyhawk Rd.

Livermore, CA 94551

925-294-7700

Domestic vehicles only. 
Plus tax and hazardous waste fee.

WITH THIS COUPON
Expires 8/31/13 

COOLING SYSTEM 
SERVICE 

Drain and Fill Includes
One Gallon of Coolant

$7995

AIR CONDITIONING
CHECK

$6995
 

Includes 
1 lb. of Freon

Call for details. 
Not valid with any other offer. 

 WITH THIS COUPON
Expires 8/31/13 

MAJOR 
MAINTENANCE 

SERVICE

$100off
 

Call for details. Not valid with any other offer. 
 WITH THIS COUPON. Expires 8/31/13 

30, 60, or 90K Major Service

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Crooked Vine Winery in Livermore played host to the fundraiser, "A Taste for Giving,"  
on July 24. Funds will be used to further the mission of Fertile GroundWorks. The goal 
is to encourage, empower and teach individuals and communities to grow healthy, 
nutritious food for themselves and others, including those in need. Working with 
local soup kitchens and food pantries, the Garden provides a continuous stream of 
produce to help feed the hungry in the Tri-Valley region. The garden operates year-
round. In 2011, more than 4000 pounds of organically grown was produced to feed 
the poor and homeless.  

The Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory's Don 
Felske, Walter Dekin and 
Sean Ford have traveled to 
the corners of the globe to 
train as on-site surrogate 
inspectors for the Prepara-
tory Commission for the 
Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organiza-
tion (CTBTO). Training has 
been held in Austria, Jordan, 
South Korea and, most re-
cently, Hungary.

Of the five U.S. surrogate 
inspectors selected for the 
international program by the 
CTBTO in 2010, three were 
from Lawrence Livermore. 
Dekin and Felske, both of 
Engineering, were chosen 
because they are among the 
few weapons lab research-
ers with nuclear explosive 
test experience (the United 
States has not conducted 
nuclear explosive tests since 
1992). A geophysicist by 
training, Ford was selected 
for his expertise in seismol-
ogy -- a skill essential to 
detecting illicit underground 
nuclear explosions.

Once the treaty goes into 
effect, on-site inspectors 
approved by the Treaty's 
Conference of States Parties 
would serve on multi-disci-
plinary, multinational teams 
that would, under the terms 
of the inspection mandate, 
seek to clarify if a nuclear 
explosion had taken place 
in violation of the terms of 
the treaty.

There are currently a total 
of 183 member states to the 
treaty, 159 of which have 
ratified the treaty. There are 
eight "Annex 2" countries, 
which must ratify the treaty 
for it to enter into force. The 
United States is one of those 
"Annex 2" countries, which 
have signed the treaty but not 
ratified it. Ratification by the 

U.S. requires the advice and 
consent to ratification of the 
treaty by the U.S. Senate.

The training of surrogate 
inspectors is organized by 
the CTBTO Preparatory 
Commission, whose job is to 
put a verification infrastruc-
ture in place for such time 
that the treaty takes effect. 
When all required member 
countries have signed and 
ratified the treaty, the inspec-
tors approved by the Confer-
ence of States Parties will no 
longer be 'surrogates,' but be 
available as active, on-site 
inspectors.

Training is a shared re-
sponsibility with partici-
pants instructing in their 
field of expertise. "One of 
the benefits of the training 
is that we work with and 
learn from world class sci-
entists," Ford said. "I have 
had the privilege of working 
with top seismologists in the 
field."

Dekin said training is in 
the five principal methods 
used for inspecting sites: 
visual observation; con-
tinuation phase techniques; 
geophysics; radionuclide 
detection; and seismic moni-
toring. Continuation phase 
techniques consist of us-
ing intrusive methods to 
uncover evidence of tests. 
Inspections start with the 
least invasive techniques 
-- visual observation -- and 
gravitate to more invasive 
methods, such as active seis-
mic and drilling for samples, 
as necessary.

"Ultimately, it comes 
down to collecting radionu-
clide samples of interest," he 
said. "That has the potential 
of providing conclusive 
evidence."

Prior to joining the Labo-
ratory's Nevada Test Site 
(NTS) operations in 1996, 

Dekin was a naval officer in 
the Defense Nuclear Agency 
(DNA) serving as Chief of 
Field Engineering at the 
NTS. A civil engineer by 
training, he was responsible 
for the conduct of horizon-
tal nuclear weapons effects 
tests for DNA and later, as a 
military research associate 
(MRA) for the Laboratory, 
he served as field engineer 
for vertical nuclear weap-
ons tests. Dekin's CTBTO 
inspection role is assessment 
by visual observation.

"An area targeted for 
inspection could potentially 
be as large as 1,000 square 
kilometers," he said. "So it's 
important to narrow down 
the area through visual ob-
servation, both ground based 
and over-flight."

From the air, inspec-
tors would look for "vi-
sual anomalies" such as 
rock falls, ground slippage 
or other disturbance, and 
structures such as tunnels 
that appear out of place.

Dekin, Felske and Ford 
participated in Build-Up 
Exercise III from May 27 
- June 7, 2013,  at the Hun-
garian military forces train-
ing area near Veszprem, 
Hungary, as preparation 
for the CTBTO On-Site 
Inspection Division's Inte-
grated Field Exercise to be 
conducted in Jordan during 
November-December 2014. 
This was the latest in a se-
ries of "build-up" exercises 
the group has conducted 
in preparation for the 2014 
Integrated Field Exercise, 
and about 150 people rep-
resenting 40 countries par-
ticipated. The goal of the 
exercise was to test newly 
developed technologies and 
procedures crucial to inspec-
tion team operations in field 
conditions.

"The purpose was the 
practical application of se-
lect on-site inspection tech-
niques in an intensive series 
of field missions conducted 
over 12 days," Felske said. 
"It was a grueling 12-hour-
a-day schedule in all weather 
conditions, but always inter-
esting work. The group was 
spirited and highly moti-
vated. We really enjoyed the 
international interactions."

Felske has worked for 
LLNL at NTS for 31 years. 
Before nuclear explosive 
testing ended, he served in 
the Containment Program. 
In September, he will un-
dergo additional training 
in Sicily. "We feel honored 
to represent the Laboratory 
and the DOE/NNSA in this 
effort to bring the treaty into 
force," Ford said.

Dekin agrees and adds 
that building an infrastruc-
ture for the CTBTO is an 
important service to the na-
tion and the global commu-
nity. "We wouldn't be here 
if it weren't in the national 
interest."

Lab scientist and engineers train to be 
inspectors for Test Ban Treaty Organization
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Like a proud parent, the 
Livermore Cultural Arts 
Council (LCAC) has hov-
ered over local arts groups 
for 47 years. It has support-
ed their first uncertain steps 
and helped them to stand 
on their own two feet.

The council has evolved 
over the years as the arts 
community’s needs and 
aspirations have changed. 
However, one goal has 
remained constant: to make 
sure the public knows 
about the cultural riches 
that abound in the Tri-
Valley. 

That’s the impetus 
for "A Celebration of 
the Arts," a month-long 
showcase at Livermore’s 
Civic Center Library of the 
area’s lively and fine arts 

Arts groups take a bow 

(continued on page 6)

The Snow Queen 
performs in Valley 
Dance Theater 
production.  Photo 
- Jerwin Chua

 Livermore Valley Opera - Violetta and Alfredo. Photo -  Barbara Mallon 

Pacific Chamber Symphony performed "The Messiah." Photo - Clark Streeter
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The Firehouse Arts 
Center is turning four. The 
organization has announced 
some of its most interesting 
and exciting programming 
to date.  The 2013-2014 
season is anchored by three 
distinct theater company 
series and a slate of concert 
and show offerings. Rock, 
country, jazz, bluegrass, 
classical, folk, cabaret, 
blues, magic, and retro are 
all represented. Among the 
performances are those by 
Paula Cole, Gregg Rolie 
Band, Faith Prince, Special 
Consensus, Bo Bice, De-
cember People, and the sea-
son finale Starship concert 
(yes, that Starship).   

Grammy Award win-

Firehouse Arts Center Season 4: 
2013-2014 Schedule Announced

ner and 7-time Grammy 
nominee Paula Cole has to 
be one of the new high-
lights for the 2013-2014 
line-up, as is country boy 
Bo Bice of American Idol 
fame (runner-up to Carrie 
Underwood).  Tony Award-
winning Broadway, film 
and TV star Faith Prince, 
and the new Valentine’s 
show featuring the incom-
parable Clairdee are also 
noteworthy, both part of 
the ongoing Cabaret Series 
produced and presented by 
Bay Area stalwart Esses 
Productions.

On the eclectic and 
edgy side: country/blues 
man Paul Thorn helps kick 
off the season with his 

muscular brand of roots 
music, Broadway’s Next 
Hit Musical is New York 
professional long-form im-
prov at its best, the stellar 
magic production Theater 
of Illusion is a Firehouse 
first, and String Fever’s 
all-guy high-energy show 
with genetically modified 
instruments.

Along with the list of 
high-profile names new to 
the Firehouse schedule, a 
number of return engage-
ments are worth noting, 
including the ‘Cristofori’s 
Dream’ pianist David Lanz, 
whose show is part of the 
season kick-off concerts in 
September.  Also back by 
popular demand, according 
to Firehouse Theater Su-
pervisor Rob Vogt, is rock 
star Greg Kihn and band 
(remember ‘Jeopardy’?), 
the  pop/folk/jazz ensemble 
Gypsy Soul who won 2012 
Best Cover Song at the 
Independent Music Awards, 
Jim Anderson & The Reb-
els with their sell-out “Hap-
py Birthday, Elvis” shows, 
and 2012 Best Bluegrass 
Grammy nominee The 
Special Consensus. 

Holiday offerings 
include the band Decem-
ber People, which brings 
together veteran rock stars 
from various bands during 
the holidays in a charity-
focused concert for the 
whole family of holiday 
songs in the styles of all the 
top bands.  James Gar-
ner’s Johnny Cash tribute 
production returns, this 
time with Cash Country 
Christmas.

Vogt chatted about the 
venue’s three theater com-
panies-in-residence, and 
their production schedules. 

Pacific Coast Repertory 
Theatre (PCRT) announces 
an ambitious  season at the 
Firehouse, with Little Shop 
of Horrors, A Chorus Line, 
and The Music Man.  Sea-
son subscription packages 
for PCRT are available 
both online and through the 
Firehouse box office.  

The Civic Arts Stage 
Company continues as the 
City of Pleasanton’s chil-
dren’s theater program in 
collaboration with the Bay 
Area Children’s Theater.  
Productions slated for this 

Season Finale Features Starship

(continued on page 3) Greg Rolie

Gypsy SoulPaula Cole
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2012  
2013SEASON

CALL
925.373.6800

CLICK
bankheadtheater.org

COME BY
2400 First Street • Downtown Livermore

   

Oliver!
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre

AUG 2,3,4 8 & 2pm 

Preservation 
Hall Jazz 

Band
A Fiery Blast of 

Pure New Orleans Joy
FRI AUG 9 8pm

Keiko Matsui 
A Free Spirit 

in Contemporary Jazz
SAT AUG 17 8pm

GILBERT & SULLIVAN’S 

Iolanthe
Lamplighters Music Theatre

SAT AUG 24 8pm
SUN AUG 25 2pm

Ottmar 
Liebert 

Contemporary Flamenco 
with International Flair

THU AUG 29 7:30pm

Karen Marguth 
& Espacio  

California’s Own Internationally
Acclaimed Jazz Ensemble

FRI AUG 30 8pm

All-4-One 
The Dukes of R&B
THU SEP 5 7:30pm

GUITAR FEST LIVE’S 
Rick Derringer 

Hard Rock Guitar Hero
SAT SEP 7 8pm

CALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALLCALL

Rick 

Lamplighters Music Theatre

Karen Marguth 

California’s Own Internationally

sss sssosssosss nonoesssesss asssassseaeLVPAC P R E S E N T S

13/14

Lamplighters Music Theatre brings "Iolanthe," Gilbert 
& Sullivan’s well-loved tale of fairies, half-fairies (which 
half?), a dim-witted ruling elite, and their ineffective politi-
cal rivalries to the Bankhead Theater in Livermore. 

In the story of what happens when the entire British 
House of Lords comes into conflict with a band of feisty 
fairies, Gilbert’s witty and relevant libretto skewers the 
privileges bestowed on an entitled ruling class and—of 
course—the eternal war of the sexes. Sullivan’s score, un-
mistakably influenced by both Mendelssohn and Wagner, 
contains some of his most accomplished and beautiful music.

The production includes a live orchestra, gorgeous sets 
and costumes.

Performances in Livermore are set for Sat., Aug. 24 at 8 
p.m. and Sun., Aug. 25 at 2 p.m. 

The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore. Tickets may be purchased at the 
box office on line at www.bankheadtheater.org or by call-
ing 474-6800.

Cary Ann Rosko as the Fairy Queen (double cast with 
Sonia Gariaeff), photo by David Allen, Iolanthe 2013
 

season are: School House 
Rock Jr., Willy Wonka Jr., 
and The Secret Garden.  
Audition announcements 
are posted on the Fire-
house website and at www.
pleasantonfun.com.  The 
City of Pleasanton’s award-
winning teen improv troupe 
Creatures of Impulse will 
continue to present its 
popular long and short-
form improv formats.

Wrapping up the season 
with a wallop is the one 
and only Starship in con-
cert at the City of Pleas-
anton’s Amador Theater 
venue.   

Information on all 
events is available online 
at www.firehousearts.org.  
The season brochure will 
be available at most city 

facilities as well as at many 
downtown Pleasanton mer-
chants.  To receive a copy 
by mail, call the Firehouse 
Box Office at 925-931-
4848.

Tickets to all shows are 
now on sale.  Group dis-
counts for 10 or more are 
available, and many per-
formances offer $12 youth 
tickets.  Tickets for Season 
4 can be purchased online 
at www.firehousearts.org, 
by calling 925-931-4848, 
and in person at the Fire-
house Arts Center Box Of-
fice, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton.  Box Office 
hours are Wednesday - 
Friday 12:00 noon-6:00pm 
and Saturdays 10:00am-
4:00pm, and 2 hours prior 
to performances. 

Dog Days of Summer is 
the theme of the 1st Wednes-
day Street Party in down-
town Pleasanton on August 
7.

The festivities, from 6 to 
9 p.m., include a Pooch Party 
and music by DJ Joe. 

Shop, dine and stroll 
your way through down-
town Pleasanton.  A variety 
of businesses and commu-
nity organizations  will have 
booths set up to market their 
products and services as well 
as provide information.

The Market on Main, the 
Wednesday night Farmers' 
Market can be found at the 
800 block of Main St. Art-
Block, a live art and music 
experience will be located 
on Angela St.

DJ Joe will be located in 
the Beer and Wine Garden.

The annual Pooch Parade 
takes place in conjunction 
with the August 1st Wednes-
day Street Party. Dogs of 
all shapes, sizes and breeds 
will take to the street in fun 
costumes.

16th Annual Pooch Pa-
rade will be staged at Lions 
Wayside Park, corner of 
First and Neal Streets. Reg-
istration and judging for the 
Pooch Parade begins at 5:30 
p.m. with dog tricks at 6:30 
p.m. and the parade at 7 p.m. 
Winners and raffle numbers 
will be announced at 7:45 
p.m. Enter a pooch, any size, 
4 months or older, in any or 
all of the seven categories. 
The entry fee is $10.00 per 
category. 

All proceeds benefit the 
Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy 
Raisers. All donations are 
tax deductible. For complete 
details and to download reg-
istration form, go to www.
trivalleyguidedogs.org

Main Street will be closed 
from Del Valle Parkway to 
Bernal Avenue from 4:30 to 
10 p.m.

For more information, 
contact the host Pleasanton 
Downtown Association at 
events@pleasantondown-
town.net or 925.484.2199

 
 

FIREHOUSE SEASON
(continued from page 2)

Lamplighters Perform 
'Iolanthe' at the Bankhead

Pooch Parade Feature of 1st 
Wednesday Street Party
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On Wednesday, Au-
gust 7, 2013, at 2:30pm, 
Wildlife Associates will 
present the “Our Wild 
Neighbors” wild animal 
program at the Rincon 
Branch Library, located 
at 725 Rincon Avenue, 
Livermore. 

This free wildlife pre-
sentation is one of many 
variety performances 
during the library’s 2013 
Summer Reading Pro-
gram, “Reading is So 
Delicious!” 

Discover  an imal 
neighbors who l ive 
throughout the hills and 
valleys of California.  
From the elusive Red 
Fox, to the beautiful Har-
ris Hawk, these amazing 
animals are some of na-
ture’s best. 

This free perfor-
mance, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library, 
will be held outside, with 
the audience to be seated 
on tarps.  Attendees are 
encouraged to arrive ear-
ly for best parking and 
viewing opportunities 
and to bring appropriate 
sun gear.  Summer Read-
ing Programs are geared 
toward children ages 4 
and older. 

The Livermore Pub-
lic Library’s Summer 
Reading Program is a 
free program featuring 
special events and prizes 
for all ages.  Scheduled 
programs throughout the 
summer include story-
times, crafts, a wildlife 
presentation and inter-
national performances. 

For further informa-
tion, please call 925-
373-5504, or visit the 
library’s website www.
livermorelibrary.net. 

                                                          

By Carol Graham
When the two fourth 

graders received a letter 
from the principal during 
recess earlier this year, 
Adrianna Castro said, “I 
actually screamed into the 
sky, ‘Two girls can make 
a difference!’” 

The letter that had the 
Jackson Avenue Elemen-
tary School students so 
excited was a response to 
a proposal that the best 
friends had made to the 
Livermore Valley Joint 
Unified School District.  

“There is only one 
tree at the very end of our 
playground and it doesn’t 
provide much shade,” 
said Sarah Ansell.  “We 
talked to each other and 
agreed that we think there 
should be more trees in 
the school.  We decided 
to ask the principal to see 
what she would say.” 

A meeting was sched-
uled with Principal Shari 
Johnston who then asked 
the students to write up a 
proposal.  

“We drew a map of 
the school with possible 
places where we could 
put the trees and we listed 
the types of trees we sug-
gested,” said Adrianna. 

“There were several 
possibilities of trees - 
maples, almond trees and 
others,” added Sarah.  
“We were looking for fast 
growing trees because 
tiny trees aren’t very use-
ful for shade.”

The letter Johnston 
had given the students, 
the one that inspired the 
triumphant outburst on 
the playground, was from 
the district’s Opera-
tions Supervisor Glenn 
Sherman.  It read in part, 

“Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness and the 
work you put into your 
plan for placing trees at 
Jackson Avenue for fu-
ture students to enjoy.  I 
can’t help but think how 
nice shade would be on 
a warm day like today!  
Just so you know, over 
the summer we will be 
planting at least two 
trees at Jackson due to 
your letter and the con-
cerns you have brought 
to our attention.  The 
trees will be placed at 

both ends of the play-
ground.”

Johnston said that 
Sherman worked with 
various contacts to see 
that both the trees, likely 
maples, and their plant-
ing will be donated. 

“The students were 
excited that their request 
and proposal were 
heard,” said Johnston.  
“Learning how to request 
and explain the reasons 
for a particular need is 
very empowering, and 
something I encourage 

all students to engage 
in.” 

“Our principal helped 
us a lot,” said Sarah.  
“Not all people would 
actually listen to us.   
Ms. Johnston is open, 
pays attention and does 
something about it.  I 
don’t have many con-
tacts, but she can make 
things happen.”

When school begins 
on August 21st, Adrianna 
and Sarah as fifth graders 
will have just one year 

left at the school to enjoy 
the cool, leafy rewards of 
their efforts.  Yet both girls 
express pride that their 
project will benefit students 
for years to come. 

“I was so happy that we 
made something happen 
that we wanted to have 
happen,” said Adrianna.    

Added Sarah, “I got 
more confidence because 
of this.  I’ve always wanted 
to do something that made 
a difference.  Now I know 
that I really can.”  

Adrianna Castro, Sarah Ansell and Lucie Ansell pose for a photo at the Liverrmore Library. 

School Will Have Shade Trees Thank to 
the Activism of Young Students 

Program 
Focuses on 
'Our Wild 
Neighbors'
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By Carol Graham
It took nearly ten 

months for the donation to 
happen.

Inside the sunny, two-
story salon that overlooks 
the Livermore Valley, six 
women sat draped in chairs, 
their long hair fastened at 
the napes of their necks. 

“I announced the event 
back in September, so 
people had plenty of time 
to grow their hair,” said 
Lisa Parnell.     

A stylist approached 
wiggling a tawny, eight-
inch braid, banded at both 
ends.  “Where would you 
like this little fishtail?” she 
asked. 

“Next to mine,” said 
Parnell.  “Thanks so 
much!”

The six bundles of hair 
were mailed to Pantene 
Beautiful Lengths, a char-
ity campaign that allows 
individuals to donate hair 
to be made into realistic 

wigs for women who have 
lost their own hair due to 
cancer treatment. 

“This event was actually 
suggested by a couple of 
teen girls,” added Parnell, 
who is involved with the 
youth ministry at Liver-
more’s Tri-Valley Church 
of Christ.  “There have 
been quite a few women 
in our church who have 
battled (and thankfully 
beaten!) cancer.  My mom 
was diagnosed this past 
May with breast can-
cer.  When someone you 
know and love has cancer, 
you just feel so helpless.  
Donating hair is a small 
way to show our love and 
support.”

Although Parnell had 
donated her hair to another 
organization in the past, 
she decided to research 
Pantene Beautiful Lengths 
this time, and said she 
was happy with what she 
learned.   “Pantene has 

partnered with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society to 
create free real-hair wigs 
to women who are battling 
cancer,” she said.  “They 
have an eight-inch mini-
mum instead of a ten-inch 
minimum, which I thought 
would allow more people 
to participate.”

Sarah Gipson was one 
of the four women and 
two middle schoolers who 
donated their hair at the 
June 26th event.  “It’s nice 
to know that I’ve helped 
someone who is going 
through a really tough 
time in their life,” she said.  
“My mom was diagnosed 
with stage three breast 
cancer nine years ago, and 
had to go through chemo-
therapy.  She lost all of her 
hair, but she did not lose 
her life.  It’s really special 
to know that through my 
simple donation, I am 
helping a family who has 

a similar experience to my 
family.”

Hair cutting and styling 
services were donated by 
Stylishious Salon.  Owner  
Donielle Baird works with 
several clients in need 
of wigs and hairpieces.  
“Synthetic wigs you can 
tell across the street,” she 
said. “When the sunlight 
hits them, they’re very 
bright.  The hair is like thin 
fishing line; if you try to 
style the wigs, they’ll melt.  
With natural hair, people 
have the opportunity to feel 
likes it’s theirs.   Touching 
and combing it feels more 
natural.  The women can 
wash, style and customize 
the cut as well.”

Five of the salon’s styl-
ists donated their time and 
skills. Stylist Tori Peixoto 
gave Parnell a chic and 
summery A-line bob.  “I’ve 
had relatives in the past 
who were diagnosed with 

cancer,” she said.  “Any-
thing to do to help out the 
community, I am willing to 
go above and beyond.”

After opening a year 
ago, Stylishious Salon is 
racking up five-star ratings 
on the online review site 
Yelp!  “We are a family 
owned and operated full-
service salon,” said Baird, 
who worked in the industry 
for ten years before 
handpicking the stylists 
who came with her to the 
new salon located at 3119 
Independence Drive, in the 
Vineyard Hills Business 
Park above Costco.   

“Kelli at Stylishious 
was amazing!  I absolutely 
love my new style.  It’s the 
shortest I’ve ever cut my 
hair, but I’m in love,” said 
participant Mary Rogers.  
“More women should do 
this.  It takes approximate-
ly 8-to 15 donated pieces 
of hair to make one wig.”

Pantene Beautiful  
Lengths accepts donations 
that meet requirements 
including a minimum of 
eight inches, not perma-
nently colored  or chemi-
cally treated, and free of 
styling product.  

Twelve year old Mya 
DeLeon said of her new, 
shorter style, “I really love 
it; it’s awesome.  I may 
keep it like this from now 
on.  I know I did some-
thing good, and that’s all 
that matters really.”

Added Parnell, “I am so 
thankful to Stylishious and 
the stylists who donated 
their time.  The salon is so 
cute - very open with a re-
ally cool vibe.  And I’m so 
proud of the women who 
participated in this event.  
I appreciate their commit-
ment, their hearts, and their 
willingness to sacrifice a 
little of themselves for the 
sake of others.” 

Hair Donations Help 
Those Undergoing 
Cancer Treatment

Stylist Lauren Billowitch with Mya DeLeon.

Stylist Tori Peixoto with Lisa Parnell. Mary Rogers Photos - Doug Jorgensen
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Livermore Cultural Arts Council
Member Organizations
Cantabella Children’s Chorus 

Cheza Nami
Commission for the Arts

City of Livermore 
Del Valle Fine Arts

Friends of the Livermore Library
Friends of the Vineyards
Hispanic Heritage Center
Livermore Art Association

Livermore Area Recreation and Park District
Livermore-Amador Symphony Association

Livermore-Amador Symphony Guild
Livermore Heritage Guild

Las Positas College
Livermore Valley Unified School District

Livermore Valley Education Fund
Livermore Valley Lithophiles

Livermore Valley Opera
Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center 

Livermore-Yotsukaido Sister City Organization
Pleasanton Community Concert Band 

Pacific Chamber Symphony 
Rae Dorough Speaker Series 

Shakespeare’s Associates 
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre

Valley Concert Chorale
Valley Dance Theatre 

groups. Throughout August 
the Library’s ample gallery 
space, just to the right of 
the front entrance, will 
be filled with the posters, 
photos, art and literature 
of each of the two dozen 
groups that make up LCAC 
membership. Visitors can 
browse through the various 
displays and find out about 
each group’s history, pres-
ent activities, and upcom-
ing programs and events. 
Those who want to get 
involved will find contact 
information for each group.  

To kick off the event, 
the public is invited to 

an opening ceremony 
from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, 
August 3 in the Library’s 
Community Rooms, 1188 
So. Livermore Avenue. 
Featured will be perfor-
mances by local artists and 
an appreciation of the arts 
delivered by Livermore 
Mayor John Marchand. 

Marchand, who is the 
City of Livermore’s liaison 
to LCAC, knows how 
important the arts are to 
a community’s quality of 
life. “Livermore has a won-
derfully rich arts culture,” 
he said. “This premiere 
event showcases the truly 

remarkable depth of talent 
within our community.”

LCAC is especially 
proud of the diversity of 
its member groups. They 
range from Livermore-
Amador Symphony, 
celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year, to the more 
recently formed Cheza 
Nami, African drummers 
and dancers.  

“This is an exciting time 
for the arts in the Tri-Val-
ley,” said LCAC president 
Clark Streeter. “The estab-
lished arts organizations 
are thriving, and a number 
of new young groups have 

sprung up.”
The Livermore Cultural 

Arts Council was formed 
in 1966 to support estab-
lished arts groups and 
provide seed money for 
emerging ones. To raise 
money for its “Cultural 
Fund” it sponsored “An 
Unusual Evening,” an ec-
centric variety show that 
provided a platform for 
local talent of all sorts. For 
years it produced an annual  
“Sommerfest” fund-raiser, 
modeled on German beer 
hall music festivals. It also 
masterminded an ambi-
tious two-day Cultural Arts 
Festival, which included 
a big juried art show, and 
performances of music, 
dance and theater.

More recently, LCAC 
has sponsored fund-raisers 
at the Vine Theater; this 
fall local arts lovers can 
sing along at a special 
showing of “The Sound of 
Music” on October 17th at 
the Vine. The funds will be 
earmarked for grants for 
cultural and educational ac-
tivities. Many local schools 
and students have benefited 
from LCAC funding of 

scholarships and various 
arts.  

Streeter hopes for a 
good turnout for the open-
ing ceremony on August 3, 
but notes the community 
has the whole month of 
August to check out the 

individual displays in the 
Gallery. “We hope,” he 
said,  “that this event will 
help make people aware of 
just how much cultural and 
artistic activity there is in 
Livermore and the Tri-
Valley.” 

 

ART GROUPS
(continued from front page)

Livermore Art Association Art Under the Oaks ©2013 Christine McCall"The Liar" presented by Livermore Shakespeare Festival. Photo - Kenneth Alexander
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The City of Livermore was victorious in the 1st Annual 
“Alameda County Mayors’ Healthy Cook-Off Challenge,” 
which was held at the Dublin Farmers' Market on Thursday, 
July 25, 2013. Mayors from six cities in Alameda County 
partnered with chefs from restaurants in their communities 
to participate “Iron Chef”-style in the cook-off. Mayor John 
Marchand of Livermore teamed up with Chef Matt Greco 
from The Restaurant at Wente Vineyards to create the win-
ning recipe.

The Pacific Coast Farmers’ Market Association provided 
each chef with a bag of produce from the Farmers’ Market, 
while Grocery Outlet of Dublin provided a protein item and 
grains. Nine judges, including four members of the Dublin 
community, and five student chefs from the Serendipity 
Cooking School at Mt. Diablo High School in Concord, 
judged the dishes on taste, presentation, healthiness, and 
creativity. 

The City of Dublin and the City of Hayward tied for 
second place, while third place went to the City of Albany. 
The winning teams will compete this fall against the top 
three winners from the “Contra Costa County Mayors’ 
Healthy Cook-Off Challenge,” which was held on July 18. 
They will meet in a cook-off at the Serendipity Cooking 
School in October.

The goal of the “Mayors’ Healthy Cook-Off Challenge,” 
co-sponsored by Wellness City Challenge in Concord, is to 
highlight the importance of healthy eating, and encourage 
people to include fresh fruits and vegetables in their meals.

Other participants in the Alameda County event were:
• Albany Mayor Peggy Thomson and Chef Rhasaan 

Fernandez from Sam’s Log Cabin
• Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti and Chef Jose Guevara from 

Johnny Garlic’s
• Fremont Mayor Bill Harrison and Chef/Owner Bill 

Rinetti from Massimo’s
• Hayward Mayor Pro Tem Mark Salinas and Chef Tony 

Solorio from Tacos Uruapan
• Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne and Brian Hampton 

from Handles Gastropub

Pleasanton/Tulancingo Sister City Association will host 
its annual barbecue on Sat., Aug. 10 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanotn.

Festivities will take place from 5:30 to 11 p.m. in the Ivy 
Glen barbecue area. 

Guests will be served the famous “Tony Macchiano’s” 
Lickety Split BBQ dinner. There will be live and silent auc-
tions. The auction items include stays in Mexico and New 
Orleans, fine dining at multiple restaurants, a wine country 
limo trip, 2 wine barrels filled with various wines, just to 
name a few live items. There will be many gift baskets with 
gift certificates from valley businesses and service providers. 
Dancing under the stars will take place to the music of  a 
DJ. The evening also includes a no-host bar and lots of fun.

Advance reservations are suggested at $30 dollars per 
person. Send a check to PTSCA P.O. Box 5283Pleasanton 
94566 or credit cards accepted call Mike Terkelsen; 925 
846-6463. Visit ptsca.org for more information. 

 

Valley Concert Chorale in performance at the Bankhead Theater.

Livermore-Amador Symphony. Photo - Walt Davies

City of Livermore Wines 
Mayor's Healthy 

Cook-Off Challenge

Sister City BBQ at Fairgrounds
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Art Happens, 2nd Thursday of each 
month, 6 to 9 p.m. Next event 
August 15.  Downtown Livermore. 
Art displays, poetry, entertainment, 
special events. For the brochure go 
to www.bothwellartscenter.org. 

Encuentros: Bankhead Theater 
hosts three Latin-American artists 
in summer exhibition. The exhibit 
features oil paintings, acrylics, and 
monotypes from Edmee Keele, Jordi 
Camps and Alfredo Mordss. The 
art will remain on exhibition until 
September 8th. Proceeds from sales 
benefit the Bothwell Arts Center, a 
project of Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center, a not-for-profit 
corporation. 

Paintings by Bill Paskewitz are on 
display at Prudential California 
Realty, 1780 First Street, Livermore, 
through Aug. 18.  The show is open 
for viewing during regular business 
hours, Monday through Friday, 9:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., or by appointment 
with Cher Wollard, 925-824-4824 or 
cherw@cherw.com

Where a Painter Meets Poets, A new 
exhibit featuring poetic responses to 
the work of Livermore artist Lily Xu 
will be on display at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal, 
through Sept. 30. The show, Where 
a Painter Meets Poets, features 
Xu’s watercolor paintings, as well 
as poems by Ronnie Holland, poet 
laureate emeritus of Dublin; Cher 
Wollard, outgoing poet laureate 
of Livermore; Susan Wilson; Jim 
Curcuro; and Kay Speaks. 

California Society of Printmak-
ers, Celebrating 100 Years of the 
California Society of Printmakers, 
Aug. 1-Sept. 5, Harrington Gallery 
at the Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.  Opening 
reception is Thurs., Aug. 1, 7 to 9 
p.m. Free and open to th epublic. 
Printmaking of all types: book arts, 
silkscreen, monotype, woodcut and 
linocut, lithography, mixed mediums, 
etching and letterpress.  California 
Society of Printmakers is the oldest 
continuously operating association 
of printmakers in the United States. 
The gallery is open Wed.-Fri. 12-5 
and Sat. 11-3. www.firehousearts.
org. Admission is free, donations 
always appreciated.

Nicole Wakeman, mixed media artist, 
Work displayed at Wente Vineyards 
Estate Winery,, 5565 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore during the month of 
August. Reception on Sun., Aug. 4, 

1 p.m. Regular hours are 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

Artists sought, the City of San Ramon 
is seeking applicants for the San Ra-
mon Art Galleries, including the Lind-
say Dirkx Brown Gallery (inside the 
Community Center at Central Park), 
the Dougherty Station Community 
Center Gallery, and the San Ramon 
Library Gallery for 2014. Interested 
artists and groups should submit 
the following items by Tuesday, 
September 3, 2013 for review by the 
San Ramon Arts Advisory Committee 
for the 2014 gallery year: Eight to ten 
digital images on CD, or flash drive 
that represent your artwork and style 
(no slides or printed photos please); 
completed gallery application. Appli-
cation available at www.sanramon.
ca.gov/parks. For more information 
about each of the Art Galleries in San 
Ramon please download the 2014 
Artist Information Brochure at www.
sanramon.ca.gov/parks. 

Pleasanton Art League 2013 Fall 
Members Show, Harrington Gallery, 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. Sept. 21 to Oct. 
19. Reception and awards, 1 to 3 
p.m. Sat., Sept. 21. www.firehouse-
arts.org. 

 
MEETINGS/CLASSES
Fine Art on Friday, 10 a.m. with Art 

Critique & Coffee at the Corner Bak-
ery Cafe, Pleasanton Gateway Plaza. 
Professional, Local and Emerging 
Artists of the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Contact Claudette for more 
information 510 543-4776. 

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Fri-
day 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture and 
ceramics. For further information 
please contact Thomasin Dewhurst 
at (925) 216-7231 or thomasin_d@
hotmail.com or visit http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults.  Beginner to advanced.  
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 
instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst.  
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Homeschool classes, Special classes 
during school breaks offered.  Please 
phone (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 

further info.
Piano and keyboard lessons, For 

children to adult.  Beginner to early 
intermediate level.  Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. Please 
phone (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, 
now meeting the 1st Thursday and 
3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 at The Corner Bakery Cafe in 
Pleasanton. Join us as we challenge 
ourselves to poetically relay our 
thoughts, emotions and experiences 
through poetry. Become a member & 
share your work - Contact PoetryOn-
Canvas@Mac.Com for more info on 
Theme Challenges, Membership & 
Opportunities.

The Young Artists’ Studio has 
openings in its 2013 Summer Ses-
sion.  Artist Peggy Frank welcomes 
interested students ages 7 through 
high school to sign up for a week 
or more of small group instruction 
in art.  Projects include all kinds of 
drawing, painting, printmaking and 
sculpture.  High school students 
working on advanced portfolios are 
welcome.  Peggy has been working 
with young artists in the Livermore 
Valley since 1980. For information 
about the summer art program or 
school year lessons contact her at 
(925) 443-8755 or email frank.a@
comcast.net.

Ukulele Circle,  August 10 and 31. 
Meetings are held the 2nd and 
last Saturday of each month from 
12noon-1pm at Galina’s Music 
Studio located at 2222 Second St., 
Suite 2, Livermore. Please confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome.  Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $5 fee 
to cover meeting costs.

Firehouse First Fridays:  Free Sum-
mer Events at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton.   August 2.  All 
free and open to the public.  Events 
include: Open mic on Firehouse 
Theater Stage anchored by special 
guest acts, Harrington Art Gallery 
exhibits, art demonstrations by noted 
collage, mixed media, paint and fiber 
artists, and children’s art projects 
led by Debbie Wardrope and Young 
Rembrandts.  Other activities include 
face painting by Limelight Faces, 
balloons, light refreshments, and 
Firehouse staff on hand to chat and 
answer questions. Firehouse Arts 
Center is located in downtown Pleas-
anton at 4444 Railroad Avenue.  For 
information, visit www.firehousearts.
org, or call 925-931-4848.   

WINERY EVENTS
Wine Wednesdays, Livermore Valley 

wineries will be hosting "Wine 

Wednesdays" each Wednesday 
through October. One featured winery 
will be open from 5 to 8 p.m. to help 
guests "wine-down" from the work 
week or just grab a taste of wine 
before going out to dinner in the Tri-
Valley.   Check for the winery listings 
at www.lvwine.org.

The Winemaker's Pour House,  Live 
music: Aug. 1, 6:309:30 p.m., 
Natalia Thu; Aug. 2, 8-11 p.m., 
Andy Joe Stewart; Aug. 3, 7-10 p.m., 
Patty and Abigail; Aug. 4, 1-4 p.m., 
MusicLore; Aug. 6, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
Steve Kritzer and Friends; Aug. 8, 
6:30-9:30 p.m., Catalist 21st Cen-
tury Band; Aug. 9, 8-11 p.m., Joey T; 
Aug. 10, 7-10 p.m., Georgi and the 
Roughweek; Aug. 11, 4-7 p.m., Paul 
Tolle; Aug. 13, 6:30-9:30 p.m., Brian 
Cooper; Aug. 15, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
Frankie Bones; Aug. 17, 7-10 p.m., 
Red House Vandals. 2241 First St., 
Livermore. www.winemakerspour-
house.com or 215-2656. 

The Front Porch Presents Home-
grown - good music, good wine 
and good friends - on Sat., Aug. 3 
from 5 to 9 p.m. The event will be 
held at the Wente Vineyards Estate 
Winery & Tasting Room, 5565 Tesla 
Rd., Livermore. Featured will be the 
music of The Wheeland Brothers and 
Wolf Hamlin & The Front Porch Drift-
ers. Pre-sale tickets at ticketweb 
for $15 per person, or $10 for Club 
members. $20 at the door. Call 
925.456.2424 for more information. 

Yoga & Wine, Unwind with Fifth 
Generation Winemaker Karl D. Wente 
and Vinyasa Yoga instructor Suzanna 
Spring in an invigorating series of 
yoga and wine tasting. August 27. 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Wente Vineyards 
vineyard lawn area. 456-2300.

RM Celebrates Pinot Grigio, For the 
month of August, come out & visit 
Rodrigue Molyneaux and taste the 
very first vintage of the 2012 Pinot 
Grigio. Free tasting for the entire 
month and the  upgraded tasting half 
off. Tour every Satuday and Sunday 
at 2:00 PM. 1st Weekend-vineyard 
tour; 2nd Weekend: Garden Tour; 3rd 
Weekend: Barrel & Library tasting; 
4th Weekend: Tour Livermore Wine 
history; 5th Weekend (Saturday 
only): Crushpad & Equipment tour. 
Italian music and tasting small 
bites will pair with the all Italian 
flight. 3053 Marina Ave, Livermore, 
CA www.rmwinery.com, info@
rmwinery.com, 925-443-1998

Las Positas Vineyards, Friday August 
2nd, Evening in the Vineyards free 
concert   from 6-9pm featuring live 
music by Jim Ashley. Wine, beer and 
Artisan pizzas crafted by On the Vine 
Catering available for purchase ( 
sorry or outside food or beverages 
permitted)   Friday August 9th from 
7-10pm come enjoy popcorn and 
a movie at Las Positas Vineyards 
sponsored by the Karen Bar-
tholomew Team. Wine, beer and 

Artisan pizzas crafted by On the Vine 
Catering available for purchase ( 
sorry no outside food or beverages 
permitted)  Movie is free, so please 
call 925-443-2000 or reserve tickets 
on line at www.kbartholomew.com. 

Wood Family Vineyards  10th Annual 
Release Party, Aug. 10 and 11, noon 
to 4:30 p.m. Live bands both days. 
Wines will be paired with gourmet 
cheeses.  $10 per person and 
keep your crystal logo wine glass 
(waived for “Extended Family” club 
members). www.woodfamilyvine-
yards.com 

La Luna Fridays are Back at Mur-
rieta's Well tasting room.  6 to 9 p.m. 
Wines served on the terrace under 
the light of the full moon, accom-
panied by live music performed by 
Silent Partner. Aug. 16,  East Coast 
Clam Bake; Sept. 20, Southwestern 
Cuisine; Oct. 18, Hawaiian fare. 
$45 Silver Spur members, $55 
non-members. Price includes live 
music, family style dinner and wine. 
Discounts available on selected 
wines. Reservations at 925-456-
2395. 3005 Mines Road, Livermore.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting 

room from 12 to 4; open every day 
if the gate is open and for sure on 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
11 to 5. Red Feather Winery, 
5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Information at 449-1871 or www.
redfeatherwinery.com

Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-
urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Shamrock'n Sundays Concert Series. 
Emerald Glen Park, Dublin, 5 p.m.   
Aug. 18, Finding Stella. Bring beach 
chairs or blankets and  a picnic or 
purchase a delicious dinner from 
several food vendors which will be 
onsite. No pets please. For more 
information call 925-556-4500.

Tri-Valley Medieval and Renais-
sance Collegium playing session for 
amateur musicians, Peter Maund, 
director. Mondays 7:30–9:30 p.m. 
7600 Dublin Blvd., suite 370, Dublin. 
$25. Information collegium2011@
gmail.com or 925-424-1209 or 
925-984-4395 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at:  The Castle Rock Res-
taurant in Livermore/on Portola Ave-
nue-- the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each 
month.. from 7:30-9:30--Dance 
floor, full bar, small cover.

An Evening with Chicago,  27th 
season of The Concerts at Wente 
Vineyards, Mon., Aug. 5. Wente Vine-
yards, 5050 Arroyo Road, Livermore. 
For ticket information, go to www.
wentevineyards.com 

Preservation Hall Jazz Band, Aug. 9, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800.

Keiko Matsui, Japanese-born pianist 
and composer , plays contempo-
rary smooth jazz.  Aug. 17, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

The World of Webber: A Cabaret 
Tribute to the Songs of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber. Special encore performance 
of the hit revue that debuted in 
February 2013 to sold-out standing 
ovation audiences.  Broadway and 
stage veterans Tielle Baker, Kelly 
Brandeburg, and Kyle Martin are 
joined by pianist and musical direc-
tor Evan Alparone.  Featuring songs 
from Evita, Phantom, Cats, and 
many more. Saturday, August 10, at 
8:00 p.m. Tickets $15-$25. Youth 
$12; Senior $22; Group discounts 
available.  Purchase online at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, 
or at the center Box Office, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Chris Botti,  27th season of The 
Concerts at Wente Vineyards, Mon., 
Aug. 19. Wente Vineyards, 5050 
Arroyo Road, Livermore. For ticket 
information, go to www.wentevine-
yards.com

Ottmar Liebert, flamenco guitarist 
and composer. Aug. 29, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Karen Marguth & Espacio, Fri., Aug. 
30, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Livermore 
native Karen Marguth brings her 
jazz ensemble to Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

The Dukes of R&B, All-4-One, Thurs., 
Sept. 5, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Hard Rock Guitar Hero - Rick Der-
ringer, Guitar Fest live! Sat., Sept. 7, 
8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

REO Speedwagon,  27th season of The 
Concerts at Wente Vineyards, Thurs., 
Sept. 12. Wente Vineyards, 5050 
Arroyo Road, Livermore. For ticket 
information, go to www.wentevine-
yards.com

David Lanz, Grammy nominee, 
contemporaty piano legend, performs 
8 p.m. Sat., Sept. 14, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org 
or 931-4848. 

The Bronx Wanderers, Lightning Bolt 
of Pure Rock n’ Roll. Wed., Sept. 18, 
7:30 p.m.  Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

Maria Muldaur, First Lady of 
Bluesiana. Fri., Sept. 20, 8 p.m.  
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 
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ON THE STAGE
Kabaret…for Kids!  Cabaret and the-

ater star Samantha Samuels hosts 
her Musical Variety Show for children 
and their families.  Kabaret for Kids 
returns again this summer to the 
Firehouse Arts Center, August 2 at 
2:00 p.m.  Tickets are $8-$12, and 
available at www.firehousearts.org, 
925-931-4848, or at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Firehouse Arts Center Season 4:  
Tickets now on sale both online and 
at the box office.  The Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton has 
announced their 2013-2014 season 
line-up.  Three theater companies 
and various concert series anchor 
the offerings, with rock, country, 
bluegrass, jazz, blues, classical, folk, 
cabaret, holiday, and retro concerts 
included.  Highlights: Paula Cole, 
Gregg Rolie Band, Faith Prince, Bo 
Bice, Special Consensus, December 
People and Starship (yes, that 
Starship).  Group discounts for 10 
or more are available for all shows, 
and many performances offer $12 
youth tickets.  Subscription packages 
are available for the Pacific Coast 
Repertory Theatre’s season, the 
venue’s professional musical theater 
company in residence.  View show 
info and purchase tickets now at 
www.firehousearts.org.  Tickets may 
also be purchased in person at the 
Firehouse Box Office: 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton, or 925-931-
4848.  Hours: Wednesday - Friday 
12:00 noon-6:00pm and Saturdays 
10:00am-4:00pm, and 2 hours prior 
to performances.

Sleepy Hollow, the Musical, opens 
Sept. 27 and runs for three 
weekends. Front Row Theater at 
the Dougherty Station Community 
Center, 17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd, 
San Ramon. Performance Days: 
September 27th, 28th, 29th. October 
4th, 5th, 6th, 11th, 12th, and 13th. 
www.sanramoncommunitytheater.
org or 925-389-7529. San Ramon 
Community Theater is a volunteer 
theater group and is part of the San 
Ramon Arts Foundation.

COMEDY
Comedy Uncorked 2013, 7:30 p.m. 

Sat., Sept. 28, Retzlaff Vineyards, 
Livermore. An evening of great wine, 
great laughs and a great cause 
on the lawn at beautiful Retzlaff 
Vineyards, Livermore. Benefits Open 
Heart Kitchen, feeding the hungry 
of the Tri-Valley. Advance purchase 
tickets save $5 off the price at the 
door. 1-888-412-5055.

MOVIES
The Cinema at Wente Vineyards, All 

movies are complimentary and start 
at twilight. Wines available by the 
bottle or glass. August 8 Wreck-It 
Ralph. Wente Vineyards Estate 

Winery & Tasting Room, 5565 Tesla 
Rd., Livermore. 456-2305. 

Movies outdoors,  compliments of 
the City of Pleasanton. All films will 
be shown on a giant screen that 
measures 26 feet diagonally. The 
movies will begin at dusk at Amador 
Valley Community Park, located at 
4301 Black Avenue.   Aug. 1, Hotel 
Transylvaniz; Aug. 8, The Amazing 
Spiderman; Aug. 15, The Avengers. 
For more information about the film 
series, please call the Parks and 
Community Services Department at 
(925) 931-5340. 

Picnic Flix, movies begin at dusk, ap-
prox. 8:30 p.m. Emerald Glen Park, 
Dublin. Aug. 2, Angels in the Outfield; 
Aug. 23, Beverly Hills Chihuahua 3. 
No pets please. 556-4500 for more 
information.

Movies on the Lawn, Dougherty 
Station Community Center, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ramon. 
Free admission, free popcorn. Aug. 
9: Ghostbusters; Aug. 16: Goonies. 
Showtime is 8:30 p.m.  Bring a blan-
ket or low lawn chairs.  Call (925) 
973-3200 for more information. 
Movies on the Lawn are sponsored 
by the City of San Ramon and the 
San Ramon Library Foundation.

DANCE
Alonzo King LINES Ballet, Diverse and 

Visionary Contemporary Dance. Sat., 
Sept. 14, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Hungarian State Folk Dancers, Gypsy 
Romance. Thurs., Sept. 19, 7:30 
p.m.  Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

Friday Evening Group Dance! Learn 
how to dance with great instructors 
from It's All About Dancing, new 
dance every week from Salsa, Tango, 
Swing and more. Group lesson starts 
at 7:30, followed by open dance 
until 9:45 in our new location at the 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore; 925-449-9292. $15.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Livermore-Amador Symphony Asso-

ciation's 41st annual Competition 
for Young Musicians, open to 
instrumentalists and vocalists who 
reside in or attend school in Liver-
more, Sunol, Pleasanton, Dublin, or 
San Ramon. Students are eligible 
through grade 12. If not enrolled in 
high school, the maximum age is 17. 
All instruments will be considered. 
Completed applications must be 
accompanied by an $8 application 
fee and a CD or cassette tape fro 
preliminary screening. Additional 
information may be obtained from 
www.livamsymph.org or by contact-
ing the competition chairperson at 
447-1947. The application deadline 

OPERA
Carmen by Georges Bizet, Livermore 

Valley Opera production, Sept. 28 
and 29 and Oct. 5 and 6. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www-bankheadtheater.org or 
474-6800.

MISCELLANEOUS
Teens Only Program, July  25, Aug. 

1, 8, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Amador 
Recreation Center at 4455 Black 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Activities 
designed for ages 13 to 18. The fee 
is $5 for one Thursday, or $15 to 
attend all five Thursday night events. 
Pre-registration is required at www.
pleasantonfun.com. For more infor-
mation, please call Rachel Mariscal 
at (925) 931-3434. 

Political Issues Book Club meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current affairs 
in both the national and interna-
tional arenas.  Topics that have been 
covered include politics, governance, 
economics, military affairs, history, 
sociology, science, the climate, and 
religion. Contact Rich at 872-7923, 
for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Susan at 337-1282 regard-
ing the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

A Celebration of the Arts, opening 
ceremony Aug. 3, 1 to 4 p.m. Liver-
more Library, 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave. Livermore Cultural Arts Council, 
showcase of local art groups in the 
area. Display Aug. 2-30. Opening 
event features live performances.

Firehouse First Fridays Open House, 
Aug. 2, 5 to 7 p.m. Activities range 
from Open Mic in the Firehouse 
Theater, the show in the Harrington 
Art Gallery to a hands-on art project 
for the kids. Free event. Open to all 
ages. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org. 

2013 Intermediate Little League 
World Series, inaugural event July 
30-Aug. 5 at Max Baer Park, Liver-
more. Hosted by California District 
57 Little League and Granada Little 
League. Championship game, Aug. 5 
at 4 p.m. U.S. champ versus inter-
national champ. www.intermediate-
worldseries.org. 

16th Annual Pooch Parade, Wed., 
Aug. 7 in downtown Pleasanton at 
Lions Wayside Park, corner of First 
and Neal Streets. Event runs in 
conjunction with the 1st Wednes-
day Street Party sponsored by the 
Pleasanton Downtown Association. 
Registration and judging for the 
Pooch Parade begins at 5:30 p.m. 
with dog tricks at 6:30 p.m. and 
the parade at 7 p.m. Winners and 
raffle numbers will be announced at 

7:45 p.m. Enter a pooch, any size, 
4 months or older, in any or all of 
the seven categories. The entry fee 
is $10.00 per category. All proceeds 
benefit the Tri-Valley Guide Dog 
Puppy Raisers. All donations are tax 
deductible. For complete details and 
to download registration form, go to 
www.trivalleyguidedogs.org

A Starry Night in the Caribbean, 
fund-raiser hosted by Pleasanton 
North Rotary, Sun., Sept. 21, 4:30 
to 10 p.m. at Barone's Restaurant, 
475 St. John's Place, Pleasanton. 
Includes no host cocktail reception 
with appetizers, live steel drum 
music, silent auction, buffet dinner 
live auction and raffle drawing, 
music and dancing and Mike Darby's 
cigar bar. $100 per person until Sept. 
1. Dress is resort formal. Now taking 
reservations for full tables and 
Cabanas (for corporate sponsors) at 
www.astarrynight.org. Contact Event 
Chair Tina Case 925-519-0669 or 
Tina@coenow.com for information.

1st Wednesday Street Party, Dog 
Days of Summer, August 7, 6 to 
9 p.m., downtown Pleasanton, 
Pleasanton Downtown Association, 
(925) 484-2199, www.pleasanton-
downtown.net 

Ice Cream Social, Aug. 11, Raven-
swood Historic Site, 2647 Arroyo Rd., 
Livermore. Ice Cream, cookies, and 
hot dogs are for sale.  Demonstra-
tions, Music, and more.  Tours and 
Gift Shop. Operated by Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District. 
www.larpd.dst.ca.us

An Evening with Pleasanton 
Firefighters, Tues., Aug. 13, 7 
p.m. Museum on Main Ed Kinney 
Lecture series, Join past and present 
firefighters as they share their expe-
riences and memories through the 
years. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

Fireman’s Muster “Reunion,” 
August 17, return to the Pleasanton 
Musters of the 1970s. Sponsored 
by the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department and LPFD Firefighters’ 
Foundation. Activities begin at 8 a.m. 
with a pancake breakfast, events 
begin at 9 a.m. The muster benefits 

the Museum on Main in Pleasanton. 
www.museumonmain.org

2013 Wine Country Summer Lun-
cheon Series, Aug. 22, 11:30 a.m. 
Concannon Vineyard, 4590 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore. Speaker to be announced.  
Livermore Valley Chamber of Com-
merce. Reservations, 447-1606. 

Cat Show, the Golden Gate Cat Club 
is having its  annual show at Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore, on Aug. 31, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Young cat lovers 
will be invited to bring their favorite 
stuffed or toy kitty from home.  
The toy kitties will be judged in a 
special ring for ribbons. Rescue cats 
available for adoption. 934-3471 for 
information.

148th Scottish Gathering & Games, 
presented by the Caledonian Club of 
San Francisco. August 31 and Sept. 
1 at the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
in Pleasanton. Gates open at 8 a.m. 
each day. Dance, music, athletic 
contests, entertainment, food and 
fun for all ages. www.thescottish-
games.com 

Harvest Wine Celebration, Sept. 
1 and 2, area wineries offer wine 
tasting, food, art and entertainment. 
Livermore Valley Winegrowers As-
sociation. www.lvwine.org.

1st Wednesday Street Party, 
Celebrate Green, Sept. 4, 6 to 9 p.m., 
downtown Pleasanton, Pleasanton 
Downtown Association, (925) 484-
2199,  www.pleasantondowntown.
net 

Save Mount Diablo’s 42nd anniver-
sary celebration at Mount Diablo’s 
China Wall, Sept. 7,  from 4pm to 
10pm. Evening includes elegant 
dinner, live and silent auctions 
and live music. Please click here 
to reserve your tickets now or call 
(925) 947-3535. Tickets are $250 
per person. Tables seat 10.  www.
savemountdiablo.org

An Evening with P. T. Barnum, Tues., 
Sept. 10, 7 p.m. Museum on Main 
Ed Kinney Lecture series, Barnum 
is portrayed by Doug Mishler author 
of A History of the Ringling Brothers 
Circus. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

Children’s Faire, Sat., Sept. 14, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East 
Ave., Livermore. Entertainment, 
information booths, kids make it and 
take it booths, displays and more. 
No admission charge. 373-5700 or 
www.larpd.dst.ca.us

1st Annual LVPAC Lobster Clambake, 
Sat., Sept. 14, 5 p.m. Wente Vine-
yards, Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

 A Wild West Evening Brothels, Bar 
Rooms & Bandits, Sept. 14, 6 to 10 
p.m. Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Gaming tables, live and 
silent auctions. Benefit for the Mu-
seum on Main. For tickets phone the 
museum at 925.462.2766 or mosey 
on down to 603 Main Street.  

Pleasanton Harvest Festival,  Sep-
tember 20-22 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. Largest 
indoor arts and crafts show on the 
West Coast, offering over 24,000 
handmade gifts. Items include 
original art, jewelry, blown glass, 
textiles, specialty foods, home decor 
and much more.  Throughout the 
weekend there is live entertainment, 
strolling performers, artist demon-
strations and a hands-on KidZone 
offering arts and crafts activities. 
Partnered with the Alameda County 
Community Food Bank to offer $2 off 
admission to anyone who brings a 
non-perishable food donation. Call 
or visit www.harvestfestival.com or 
800-346-1212 

2013 Wine Country Summer Lun-
cheon Series, Sept. 26, 11:30 a.m.  
Wente Vineyards, 5050 Arroyo Rd., 
Livermore. Speaker to be announced. 
Livermore Valley Chamber of Com-
merce. Reservations, 447-1606. 

Splatter, Sept. 21, Emerald Glen Park, 
Dublin. Food, wine, art and fun for all 
ages.  www.ci.dublin.ca.us

24th Annual “Nostalgia Day Car 
Show” sponsored by the Altamont 
Cruisers, Downtown Livermore. 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 29. Over classic 
700 cars, continues music, prizes, 
parade of award winning vehicles 
down First St. Benefit for Tri-Valley 
Youth Programs.  925-461-2020, or 
www.altamontcruisers.org      
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By Laura Ness
The 11th annual PS I 

Love You Symposium, 
held July 23, 2013, was 
hosted once again by the 
Concannon family, at their 
spacious facility in Liver-
more. The event was orga-
nized by chief Petite Sirah 
lover, Jo Diaz and her 
husband, Jose. The homage 
to the teeth-staining grape 
brought a bit of historical 
perspective mixed with 
some good ideas on how to 
move the varietal’s status 
upward in the minds of 
consumers. The theme of 
the agenda was R-E-S-P-
E-C-T, with no apologies 
to either Aretha Franklin or 
Rodney Dangerfield.

Attendees from all over 
California, and one from 
Oregon, Pat Spangler of 
Spangler Vineyards, gath-
ered to listen to historians, 
winegrowers, viticulture 
experts, marketing mavens 
and winemakers, all of 
whom had love in their 
hearts, and hearts on their 
sleeves, when it comes to 
Petite Sirah. There’s no 
reason this dark and deli-
cious varietal can’t enjoy 
the blueberry-blackberry 
pie love it deserves.

The cold hard facts 
about Petite Sirah in Cali-
fornia are these: in 2002, 
there were 2k acres of Pet 
in the ground and 62 grow-
ers and wineries listed as 
producers. In 2013, there 
are a whopping 9k acres 
of the varietal, and 1060 
producers. Clearly some-
thing is going right for this 
blockbuster varietal that 
never fails to get your at-
tention. And, 90% of those 
devoted to Petite Sirah are 
producing less than 500 
cases per year, so they’re 
not threatening to flood the 
market any time soon.

A keynote by Steve 

Heimoff of Wine Enthusi-
ast stressed the important 
of accentuating the posi-
tive. Said Heimoff, “Let 
us stop apologizing for 
it. Let us leave behind us 
forever the years of disre-
spect — let us turn Rodney 
Dangerfield into Rodney 
Opportunity-field and tell 
the world, in simple, hon-
est terms, that Petite Sirah 
is great wine. And, let us 
repeat that message over 
and over and over, until 
it sinks in. That is how to 
convince the world of the 
truth of a message.”

John Concannon, 4th 
generation vintner, shared 
some of the historical 
documents he’s uncovered 
showing that Petite was 
first imported to Alameda 
in 1884. An 1885 edition 
of the Livermore Herald 
listed Petite Syrah among 
the Claret varietals for 
sale at that time. He also 
recounted the first varietal 
bottling of Petite Sirah, 
a 1961 vintage that was 
released in 1964, at the 
request of one smart cookie 
of a wine shop owner in 
Southern California. 

John’s father, Concan-
non patriarch, Jim Concan-
non, then recounted some 
of the early days of the PS 
I Love You organization, 
which began at the behest 
of the Foppiano’s and Patty 
Bogle of Bogle Vineyards, 
among others, back in 
2002. The “Blue Tooth Ex-
press” brought Petite Sirah 
to throngs of wine lovers 
across the country in 2004, 
handing out toothbrushes 
as part of the promotion of 
the teeth-staining varietal. 
Good times, indeed.

Dave Pramuk of Biale 
Vineyards, who just named 
a new winemaker, Trester 
“Tres” Goetting, replac-
ing Steve Hall, who left 

in June, spoke about 129 
years of growing Petite 
Sirah in California, with 
an emphasis on doing so in 
Napa. He notes that Petite 
Sirah is known as “Caber-
net’s helper,” often giving 
it the stuffing and bolster-
ing it needs to darken color 
or deepen complexity. 
He also stated forthwith, 
“Petite Sirah is the most 
underrated variety in Cali-
fornia,” and “Petite Sirah 
is the grape that Cabernet 
wants to be.” For over 100 
years, Petite Sirah has been 
a favorite in the vineyard, 
loved by farmers, and is 
almost always found in the 
older vineyards, along with 
Zin, Carignane and Mataro. 

According to Pramuk, 
the Cab craze of the 80s 
and 90s, saw nearly 12k 
acres of Petite pulled from 
Napa vineyards, going 
from 14k in the 1980s to 
just 2400 in 1995. How-
ever, Petite Sirah has now 
surpassed Zin in vineyard 
acres in Napa.

As would be expected, 
older Petite vineyards are 
increasingly difficult to 
find, and are particularly 
susceptible to Eutypa. 

Preserving the heritage 
vineyards of California, 
including those with old 
Petite vines, is a serious 
effort being undertaken 
by a group of folks known 
as the Historic Vineyard 
Society, a 501c3 non-profit 
dedicated to keeping the 
oldest vineyards alive and 
well.  They seek to docu-
ment vineyards planted 
1960 and earlier. So far, 
they have cataloged 219 
vineyards, with 65 of them 
officially registered under 
HR 9, introduced by As-
semblymember Tom Daly 
(District 69, Anaheim), and 
championed by, among 
others, winemaker Joel Pe-

terson. Historic vineyards 
registered to date include 
Fieldstone, Pedroncelli, 
Parducci, Lytton Springs, 
Old Kraft, York Creek, 
Hain, Switchback, Allegria 
and Michael David. Visit 
www.historicvineyardsoci-
ety.org for further details, 
and to suggest other 
vineyards that might fit the 
profile.

Grower Ann Kraemer, 
who farms hillside vine-
yards at 1600 to 1800 ft. el-
evation in Amador county, 
including the famed Shake 
Ridge Vineyard, shared 
that her biggest chal-
lenges are a short season 
due to frost pressure in 
both spring and fall, and 
intensely hot summer days. 
She credits Dave Gates at 
Ridge as her “Petite Sirah 
Guru.” He advised her to 
get good tannin develop-
ment, avoid over cropping, 
and enhance the light to the 
canopy while managing the 
heat to avoid sunburn. To 
that end, she installed most 
PS rows in a NE-SW orien-
tation where the geography 
permitted. Where it didn’t, 
she let’s the vines do their 
California goblet thing. 
She prunes late into April, 
just before bud break, 
and was just now start-
ing to drop fruit, clipping 
wings and making sure no 
bunches touch one another. 
Dropping fruit also saves 
on water. She won’t irri-
gate until the final cropload 
has been established.

“Mucho dinero!” her 
vineyard workers say, 
pointing to the forlorn 
green bunches that have 
met their early fate, ly-
ing on the ground. She 
explains that it’s “mucho 
dinero” on the other side of 
harvest for a superior crop.

Winemaker Aaron 
Jackson, who hails from 

Cayucos, CA, one of the 
youngest winemakers in 
the room, along with Col-
lin Cranor of Nottingham 
Cellars, began winemak-
ing at age 17, graduating 
from Cal Poly in 2005 and 
obtaining his Masters in 
Oenology from Univer-
sity of Adelaide in South 
Australia.  He spent five 
years at Four Vines, made 
wines at ONX, and devel-
oped his own brand, which 
was founded in 2002. He 
focuses entirely on Petite 
Sirah from the Paso Robles 
area, seeking to express 
the overall strength of a 
regional blend instead of 
going for vineyard des-
ignates. He picks from 8 
different vineyards on the 
West side, ferments open 
top with native yeast, with 
5-20% whole cluster, us-
ing some Syrah stems for 
lift, and usually throws in 
Viognier to co-ferment. He 
loves heavy toast French 
oak, 50% new, and leaves 
his Pet en tirage for 20 
months.  His front label 
simply bears his logo, 
inviting the consumer to 
pick the bottle up and turn 
it around to read what’s 
in the bottle. He produces 
about 700 cases.

The heavy hitting 
marketing dosage of the 
day came from Michael 
Houlihan and Bonnie 
Harvey, Barefoot Cel-
lars founders, who sold 
their wildly successful 
brand to Gallo in 2005. 
They had some interesting 
ideas for promoting Petite 
Sirah, including supporting 
fund-raising and com-
munity benefit activities, 
working with established 
networks, like firefight-
ers, and partnering with 
complementary brands like 
Kingsford and Weber, to 
build end cap promotions 

in markets. Their premise 
is that Petite Sirah loves 
BBQ and smoky foods, so 
why not own the summer, 
and convince consumers 
that they should buy Petite 
whenever they are plan-
ning to light the grill. 

The proof is in the 
tasting, though. Among 
the lineup of Petites that 
were shared with the media 
following the presenta-
tions, the more impres-
sive examples seemed 
to be squarely in the 
camp of elegant, beauti-
fully balanced, smooth of 
tannin and vibrant with 
that blueberry-blackberry 
core, coated in chocolate 
ganache and a touch of 
espresso that makes the va-
rietal so fun to drink. I was 
particularly impressed by 
Collin Cranor’s 2012 barrel 
sample from Julio’s vine-
yard, which was stunning, 
and impressed many others 
as well. Occasio’s Petite 
showed off the elegance 
this brand is known for, 
and of course, the Concan-
non examples all capture 
the soul of the variety, as 
is Julian’s gift. One of the 
most impressive was the 
2010 T-Vine from Calis-
toga: practically perfection. 
Aaron Jackson’s 2010 
from Paso was intensely 
expressive, but carried 
more wood than it needed. 
Guglielmo shared their 
2009 and 1999 examples, 
and both were lovely, es-
pecially that 1999 with that 
badge of bottle age which 
just made it fantastic.

Very few “rustic” ex-
amples were in evidence. 
Perhaps the mantra of this 
varietal should be: dark, 
dense and deliciously 
intense. Whether it takes 
hold with consumers or 
not, one thing is certain: 
Petite Sirah certainly takes 
hold of your mouth like 
nothing else. 

Petite Sirah Symposium, 11th Edition:
Big and Bold, Petite Set To Take Hold
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of 
Bulletin Board or email information to edit-
mail@compuserve.com. Include name of 
organization, meeting date, time, place and 
theme or subject. Phone number and contact 
person should also be included. Deadline is 
5 p.m. Friday.)

Benefits for Fallen Heroes, grand 
opening Wed., Aug. 7, mixer and movie night, 
Vine Theater, Livermore, 6:30 p.m. mixer, 8 
p.m. screening of Zero Dark Thirty. General 
admission $25. Information at info@bffhe-
roes.com or Bob Bishop at 200-6240.

Pleasanton-Tulancingo BBQ, The 
Pleasanton-Tulancingo Sister City's annual 
BBQ fund-raiser 5:30 to 11 p.m. on Aug. 
10 at the Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
Pleasanton. Social hour and silent auction, 
dinner at 7 p.m. followed by live auction and 
dancing under the stars. Reservations are 
required. $30 for adults in advance, children 
age 6 to 12, $10. Credit card reservations, 
call 846-6463. For more information, call 
413-8863.

Book sale,  Join the Friends of the 
Livermore Library on Sunday, Aug. 4th from 
noon to 4 p.m., rain or shine. There will be 
craft books, fiction and classics, children's 
books, and more. Outdoor plaza of former 
library, corner of Pacific Ave. & S. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore.  "Like" us on Facebook and 
receive updates about monthly book sales, 
events, membership and more. 

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Aug. 3, 35 miles Bollinger Canyon 
park & ride to Sunol, Niles Canyon and Palo-
mares, meet 8:30 a.m., Peter Rathmann, 
336-0973. Sun., Aug. 4, 42 miles Sycamore 
Ave park & Ride in Danville, figure-8 loop 
to Livermore and back, meet 9 a.m., Dick 
Ward, 389-6738. Wed., Aug. 7, 25-50 miles 
from Heather Farm, meet 9 a.m. (unless 
over 90 degrees), Richard Skow, 939-6964. 
Anyone planning to go on a ride is asked to 
contact the leader for details on where to 
meet and what to bring.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society, will meet on Tuesday, August 13, 
7:30 pm at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. The presentation 
by Ralph Severson will be on “Navigating the 
Family Search Website." Ralph has been an 
avid genealogist for 40 years. Currently he 
is the Director of the Oakland Family Search 
Library. He will give us background about the 
FamilySearch.org website. He will explain the 
various features – what is least important, 
worthwhile and of the greatest value. Ralph 
will explain how to use the records as well 
as how to use research Wiki, research 
courses and how to use Family Tree. Ralph's 
specialties are Portuguese, French, Southern 
States and recently an interest in Australia. 
Come learn how you can maximize your use 
of the Family Search.org website for your 
brick walls. For question contact Pat Notham 
Program Chairperson email: program@L-
AGS.org. Visitors welcome, no charge. 

University of Phoenix® career 
symposium, Thurs., Aug. 8, 1 to 4 p.m. Uni-
versity of Phoenix Livermore Learning Center, 
2481 Constitution Drive, Livermore. More 
information can be found at uopxbayarea.
eventbrite.com

Arroyo del Valle Creek Clean-Up, Sat., 
Aug. 24, 10 a.m. to noon. Students ages 6 
to 12 are invited to become a steward of 
the land and take part in a creek clean-up. 
Join staff from the Pleasanton Community 
Services Department and students from 
the Earth Club at Foothill High School and 
Amador Valley High School to clean the creek 
that runs through downtown. There is no 
cost for this event. For more information, 

please call (925) 931-3479.
Pleasanton Library’s Project Read 

needs volunteer tutors to help adults with 
English skills. Project Read provides the 
workbooks and study guides as well as 
teaching volunteers how to develop teaching 
skills, craft curriculum, and gain experience. 
Volunteers should be at least 18 years 
old, and fluent in American English and 
be able to devote a consistent hour or two 
weekly to a student for a semester. For more 
information, email PennyJohnson@Cityof-
PleasantonCa.gov, or call Penny Johnson, 
925/931-3405.

Castlemont Reunion Picnic, All 
classes, no host picnic 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sat., Sept. 7 at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, Country Plaza, Pleasanton. 
Enter through gate 12. BBQ pits and tables 
will be provided. Bring own charcoal, food 
and drinks (no glass, please). $5 entrance 
fee on site includes parking. Free to current 
members of the Castlemont Alumni Assoc. 
Details, contact Greg Hickey (56) at 461-
1381 or whizman@prodigy.net.

Bereaved Mothers' Network of the 
Tri-Valley, offering support, understanding 
and compassion to mothers who have suf-
fered the loss (past or present) of a precious 
child. Safe, confidential, non-judgmental 
environment. Monthly meeting held at 7 P.M. 
on the first Tuesday of the month. Livermore 
Civic Center Library in Community Room 
"B." Small voluntary donations to help with 
meeting and outreach costs are appreciated. 
For further information reach Katie Strube at 
katiestrube@comcast.net. 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or visit 
www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Tri-Valley Democratic Club Summer 
BBQ & Pot Luck, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Sun., Aug. 25, Emerald Glen Park, Dublin. 
Speakers, lots of food, fun crowd, invite your 
friends & family. www.TriValleyDems.com

A Starry Night in the Caribbean, 
fund-raiser hosted by Pleasanton North 
Rotary, Sun., Sept. 21, 4:30 to 10 p.m. at 
Barone's Restaurant, 475 St. John's Place, 
Pleasanton. Includes no host cocktail recep-
tion with appetizers, live steel drum music, 
silent auction, buffet dinner live auction 
and raffle drawing, music and dancing and 
Mike Darby's cigar bar. $100 per person 
until Sept. 1. Dress is resort formal. Now 
taking reservations for full tables and 
Cabanas (for corporate sponsors) at www.
astarrynight.org. Contact Event Chair Tina 
Case 925-519-0669 or Tina@coenow.com 
for information.

LHS Reunion, Did you graduate in 
1982 or 1983 from Livermore High School? 
A combined 30 year reunion is planned 
for this August 10th, 7 p.m. to midnight at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center. 
lhsclassof82and83@yahoo.com

Volunteer visitors, Senior Support 
Program of the Tri-Valley is looking for 
Volunteers for their Friendly Visitor Program. 
The Friendly Visitor Program aims to de-
crease the isolation of a homebound senior 
by matching volunteers with seniors who 
share similar interests. Volunteers may also 
provide occasional transportation to errands. 
Please contact Mary or Lorie at 931-5388 on 
how to become a Friendly Visitor.

16th Annual Pooch Parade, Wed., Aug. 
7 in downtown Pleasanton at Lions Wayside 
Park, corner of First and Neal Streets. Event 
runs in conjunction with the 1st Wednesday 

Street Party sponsored by the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association. Registration and 
judging for the Pooch Parade begins at 5:30 
p.m. with dog tricks at 6:30 p.m. and the 
parade at 7 p.m. Winners and raffle num-
bers will be announced at 7:45 p.m. Enter 
a pooch, any size, 4 months or older, in any 
or all of the seven categories. The entry fee 
is $10.00 per category. All proceeds benefit 
the Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Raisers. All 
donations are tax deductible. For complete 
details and to download registration form, go 
to www.trivalleyguidedogs.org

Beginners Internet and e-mail 
classes, Free classes for absolute beginners 
who have never clicked a mouse, used e-
mail, or surfed the net. Learn the basics in a 
non-judgmental atmosphere. Learn to keep 
in touch with loved ones and access internet 
sites all around the world. Pleasanton 
Library, 400 Old Bernal Ave., Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings. Four one-hour classes 
in each series. Registration is required, as 
space is limited. Ask at the Reference Desk 
or call 925-931-3400, extension 4. Library 
programs are free and open to everyone. 
An ongoing program. Call Merry Luskin at 
925/931-3400 for information.

Alameda County Master Gardeners 
are on hand on the 2nd Saturday of every 
month to give advice and guided tours of the 
Earth-Friendly Demonstration Garden. Talks 
start at 10:00. Topics are: Aug. 10, getting 
a garden through the summer heat; Sept. 
14, autumn blooming perennials/planting 
for fall color, inviting birds for autumn - see 
production trees they love; Oct. 12, best 
drought resistant secret - bulbs; and Nov. 
9, composting ABCs. Talks begin at 10 
a.m.; topics may be subject to change. The 
Demonstration Garden is located at the Mar-
tinelli Event Center, 3575 Greenville Road in 
Livermore. Information, 930-1130. 

Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA.,  Lunch in San Ramon, Aug. 4, 
noon, RSVP by Aug. 1 to Marsha, 830-8483. 
Mexican Train Group in Hayward, Aug. 8, 
noon, RSVP by Aug. 2 to Jill, 510-881-4788. 
General meeting and birthday lunch in San 
Ramon, Aug. 11, 1 p.m. RSVP by Aug. 3 
to Marsha, 830-8483. Lunch in Fremont, 
Aug. 14, 1 p.m. RSVP by Aug. 12 to Vickie, 
510-656-1166. Happy hour in Pleasanton, 
Aug. 15, 5 p.m. RSVP by Aug. 13 to Marge, 
828-5124. Friendly bridge, Aug. 17, 1 p.m. 
RSVP by Aug. 10 to Athene; Friendly Dinner 
at Colombo Club in Oakland, Aug. 17, 6:30 
p.m. RSVP to Gino asap, 243-1282. Lunch in 
San Ramon, Aug. 22, noon, RSVP by Aug. 19 
to Marsha, 830-8483. Brunch in Pleasanton, 
Aug. 25, noon, RSVP by Aug. 22 to Ruby, 
462-9636

Community Resources for Indepen-
dent Living (CRIL) offers services to help 
people with disabilities and supports them 
to live independently and participate in their 
community for as long as they are willing 
and able to do so. CRIL maintains offices in 
Hayward, Fremont and Livermore to provide 
information and referrals and provide 
community education at senior centers and 
affordable housing complexes to residents 
of Southern Alameda County. The Tri-Valley 
office is located at 3311 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore 94550 and can be reached by 
phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at (925) 
373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All 
Military" is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
support of deployed troops. Preparation 
of comfort packages takes place every 
other week - all year long. Providing morale 

support for those deployed. All information 
provided is confidential and is not shared 
for security purposes. To submit a name 
and address, inquire about donations or 
helping, please visit www.operationsam.org, 
email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events. 

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 

Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. Contemplative 
Service in the Chapel, 10:30 Traditional 
Service in the Sanctuary and children’s 
program. For more information www.fpcl.us 
or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 
10 a.m. with Sunday school for all ages 
at 9 a.m. Children's classes during adult 
worship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
Information 447-8747 or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Information 
931-1055. 

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organiza-
tions (csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith 
Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or 
EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is 
held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at Third and 
N Streets. The Reading Room, which is 
open to the public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For information, call 
(925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 Ar-
royo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship service 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Liver-
more. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school; 11 a.m. 
worship (informal). For information, call 
925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, Sunday 
Services 10:30 a.m. 545 No. L Street 
Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.calva-
rylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday 
school at 9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. followed by Bible study at 7:30 
p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program 
on Sunday morning and first Fridays. The 
community is welcome. United CC is an 
Open and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 
for more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 
a.m. All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for 
all ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children’s Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible 
study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory 
prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call 
office at 846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday at 
3:30 p.m. Wednesday nights there is adult 
Bible study at 6:45 and NRG and Re.Gen for 
youth, and children's choir for kids. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire 
La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 5860 
Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday Liturgy 
at 10 a.m. For details please see www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services on 
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School & Chapel at 10:15 
a.m. All are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our hospitality.  
925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church 
678 Enos Way, Livermore. Summer Sunday 
services with Rev. Joyce Parry-Moore, 
Rector: 9:30 am Eucharist with music (child 
care for children 5 and under provided). 
The two service schedule, Godly Play and 
Youth Group programs will resume on 
September 8. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are wel-
come. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, youth, 
adult programs. Biblically based practical 
messages, nondenominational. All are 
welcomed. www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.
org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. 
worship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets at 
7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 or email 
pmjrmueller@gmail.com for more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes for 
The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship Service 
10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Unity of Tri-Valley Church, Sunday 
services are at 10:00 a.m.; all are welcome. 
Ongoing small groups, weekly activities, 
choir, classes, and Children's church. 9875 
Dublin Canyon Rd., Castro Valley (2 miles 
west of Stoneridge Mall). (925) 829-2733, 
www.trivalleyunity.com Rev. Karen Epps.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 

Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary 
aged children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; in 
the dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton. Summer Sun-
day worship at 9:30 am with childcare and 
Sunday school. Rev. Heather Leslie Hammer, 
minister. All are welcome. www.lynnewood.
org, 925 846-0221.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare 
offered for infants through age 6 and 
children start in the worship service. 10:40 
a.m. contemporary worship led by a band. 
Sunday school for children and middle-
schoolers. www.centerpointechurch.org 
925-846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 7106 
Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 11:00. 
Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 925-227-
1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, Meet-
ing at Altamont Creek Elementary School, 
6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, Livermore. 
Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican Church 
(1928 Book of Common Prayer), 193 
Contractors Avenue, Livermore. Sunday 
services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) and 10 am 
(High Mass with Sunday School). Other Holy 
Days as announced.  925/906-9561.

Grief Workshop, St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. 
Second and fourth Thursday evening at 
7:30pm. August 8th & 22nd. No preregistra-
tion is necessary. These sessions are open 
to all, regardless of religious affiliation. 
Please call Mary Hagerty at 925-846-5377 
for more information.

Summer Light workshops, Thursday 
evenings, 6:30-8:30 pm. Led by Rev. Karen 
Epps, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., #120, 
Dublin. Love offering basis. More informa-
tion: revkarenutv@gmail.com (925) 829-
2733, press 1. See www.trivalleyunity.com 
for a complete list of all the Summer Light 
workshops under Services and Classes.

Messages from the Medicine Wheel 
- Thurs., Aug. 1, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 7567 
Amador Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Work-
shop led by Jude "Soaring Eagle" and Rev. 
Karen Epps. Love offering basis. For more 
info: revkarenutv@gmail.com. See www.
trivalleyunity.com for a complete list of all 
the Summer Light Workshops under Services 
and Classes. (925) 829-2733, press 1. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.
jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick

Community Bible Study (CBS) 
Women’s class of Pleasanton will study the 
book of Romans this fall. The CBS program 
is a non-denominational Christian ministry 
consisting of individual Bible study, small 
group discussions, a talk given by a trained 
Teaching Director, and monthly fellowship 
activities. Children between birth and 10 
are invited to attend with their mother or 
grandmother. Class starts on Sept. 12 and 
continues each week on Thursdays at 9:30-
11:30am until May 15, 2014. A coffee will 
be held at Valley Bible Church, 7106 Johnson 
Dr., Pleasanton, on Aug. 22 at 10:00am to 
provide more information. Contact Sherri 
at 925-399-5074 or email  sherri.cbs@
gmail.com for more information or to register 
to attend.
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Air Force Airman Jaxson H. 
Kovacs graduated from basic 
military training at Joint Base 
San Antonio-Lackland, San 
Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an 
intensive, eight-week program 
that included training in military 
discipline and studies, Air Force 
core values, physical fitness, 
and basic warfare principles 
and skills.

Kovacs is the son of Darla 
Holmes of Livermore, and 
Jonathan Kovacs of Washington, 
D.C.  He is a 2012 graduate of 
Granada High School.

Alameda County Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty 
recognized three retirees, all 
who served with distinction 
over many years of service, 
with awards for 2013 Law 
Enforcement Officer of the 
Year and 2013 Fire Fighter 
of the Year.  Two awards 
were issued this year for 
the Law Enforcement cat-
egory, one each to former 
police chiefs for the City of 
Fremont and for the City of 
Livermore.  The Fire Fighter 
award went to a retired fire 
chief from the City of Fre-
mont.   Haggerty presented 
the awards at his 17th annual 
barbecue held at the Fair-
grounds in Pleasanton last 
Saturday.

“I am honored once again 
to recognize the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of our 
public safety personnel with 
this year’s awards,” said 
Haggerty.  “It gives me 
special pleasure this year to 
recognize some of the best 
leaders in their professions.  
Their contributions set the 
standards for the men and 
women in their respective 
agencies as well as for other 
agencies in the county, state 
and nation.  We are greatly 
indebted to them for their 
service.” 

Receiving the 2013 Law 
Enforcement Officer of the 
Year awards were former 
Fremont Chief of Police 
Craig Steckler and former 
Livermore Chief of Police 
Steve Sweeney.

Steve Sweeney began 
his law enforcement career 
in 1981 as a police cadet in 
Moraga.  In 1984 he joined 
the Livermore Police De-
partment where he advanced 

Jeff Beaulieu, a senior at Livermore High School and 
the son of Joseph and Cybelle Beaulieu has earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout.

He is a member of Troop 942, sponsored by the PTO of 
Sunset School, in Livermore.

Jeff’s Eagle community service project involved leading 
a team of scouts in building a visually pleasing portable 
stained oak wooden cart to hide trash, green waste and 
recyclable containers.  The cart was built for St. Charles 
Borromeo Church’s Reception Hall.

Jeff attended the 2010 National Scout Jamboree celebrat-
ing 100th Anniversary of Scouting and the World Scout 
Jamboree in Sweden in 2011.  He is serving on staff at the 
Wente Scout Reservation in Willits, CA

to various positions includ-
ing patrol officer, a member 
of the Livermore SWAT 
unit, and detective before 
achieving various ranking 
positions as sergeant, lieu-
tenant and captain before 
his appointment as Chief 
of Police in 2006 in which 
he served until his retire-
ment in 2013.  During his 
tenure Chief Sweeney was 
involved in many key ini-
tiatives which established 
the City of Livermore as a 
leader in law enforcement.  
These included developing 
an accreditation process 
to ensure that the Liver-
more Police Department 
follows the best national 
law enforcement practices; 
implementation of a depart-
ment Strategic Plan; actively 
participated in the newly es-
tablished East Bay Regional 
Communication System that 
improves emergency com-
munications between public 
safety agencies in the East 
Bay; merging the SWAT 
teams for the cities of Liver-
more and Pleasanton provid-
ing expanded resources in 
specialized police services; 
expanding the Neighbor-
hood Watch program and 
the Police Department’s 
community outreach efforts.  

Craig Steckler began his 
career in law enforcement 
in 1968 with the City of 
San Clemente, where he 
advanced through various 
positions including patrol, 
narcotic detective, sergeant, 
watch commander and lieu-
tenant.  In 1980 Steckler 
moved to the City of Pied-
mont in Alameda County 
when he was appointed 
Chief of Police and where 

he modernized the agency, 
increased training and es-
tablished various programs.  
In 1986 Steckler came to 
the City of Fremont and was 
appointed its Deputy Chief 
of Police responsible for 
the Operations and Support 
Services Division.  Under 
his leadership, in 1988 the 
Fremont Police Department 
was the first in California to 
install laptop computers in 
its patrol fleet.  In 1992,  he 
was appointed Fremont’s 
Chief of Police where he 
served until his retirement 
in May 2013.  During his 
tenure Chief Steckler devel-
oped a number of programs 
which have since been ad-
opted by other police agen-
cies in California including 
– a 40-hour diversity train-
ing course for all department 
employees; established the 
Citizens Academy in 1994; 
and in 1998 he created a 
Citizens Advisory Panel to 
advise him on policy issues 
for the department.   

Recipient of the 2013 
Fire Fighter of the Year 
award, former Fire Chief 
Dan Lydon was hired by the 
City of Fremont in 1963 and 
spent his entire fire fighting 
career with the city.  Ad-
vancing through the ranks 
of Lieutenant, Captain and 
Battalion Chief, Lydon was 
appointed Fire Chief in 1987 
serving until his retirement 
in 2002.  During his career 
with Fremont, Lydon was 
recognized with several 
prestigious awards for the 
fire fighting profession – Al-
ameda County Fire Fighter 
of the Year in 1974 and the 
California Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation Fire Chief of the Year 

in 2000.  During his tenure 
as chief, Lydon played key 
roles in establishing a num-
ber of programs including 
– the Juvenile Fire Setter 
program, a collaboration be-
tween the city’s police Hu-
man Services Department/
Youth & Family Counseling 
Division, the school district, 
the Alameda County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office and 
Fremont Fire’s Prevention 
and Suppression Divisions; 
trained fired department 
dispatchers in Emergency 
Medical Dispatching, the 
first fire department in Al-
ameda County to do so; 
through a collaboration with 
the Boy Scouts established 
the department’s Explorer 
Post #173 open to anyone 
age 15-21 wanting to ex-
plore a career in fire service; 
established a program with 
volunteers in uniform to 
assist with non-emergency 
response programs such 
as disaster preparedness; 
participated with the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office, law 
enforcement, fire and public 
health representatives to de-
velop protocols for dealing 
with potential bio–terror-
ism incidents county-wide; 
establishment of 24-hour 
delivery of paramedic-level 
services from all Fremont 
Fire Department Engine 
Companies, one of the first 
agencies in Northern Cali-
fornia to do so.

Scott  Haggerty rep-
resents the First District 
communities of Fremont, 
Livermore, Dublin, and east 
unincorporated areas on 
the five-member Alameda 
County Board of Supervi-
sors.  

 

Haggerty Announces Recipients of 2013 Fire 
Fighter & Police Officer Awards 

Eagle Rank Achieved

Jeff Beaulieu


