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By Ron McNicoll
When Henry Ford was churn-

ing out Model T and Model A 
cars from his factory’s assembly 
line early in the 20th century, 
he probably never dreamed that 
the cars would be able to clock 

a top speed of 110 to 120 miles 
per hour.

However, Sam Strube has 
that dream. He is about to see it 
become reality. Strube, an educa-
tor who lives in Livermore, will 
be going with his car rebuilding 

team to the Bonneville Salt Flats 
this week to run a three-mile 
course at top speed.

The record in his modified 
car’s class is 123 mph. Compare 
that to the top speed of 65 mph 
from a stock Model A in 1932, 

or 35 mph from the Model T. 
Strube, 40, said he will be happy 
if the car goes 110 mph, because 
it’s the first time it will have 
been run.

Strube has received much 

Livermore Man Bringing Dream Car to Bonneville Speed Track

(See DREAM CAR, page 8)

PET OF THE WEEK
Meet Butch! This gentle giant is a 2 year old declawed 
neutered male. He is Siamese and is just the most 
handsome fellow around! Butch is big guy, weighing 
in at 19lbs. That's 19lbs of love and cuddles! To meet 
Butch and all of his feline friends visit Valley Humane 
Society's Kitty City, located at 3670 Nevada Street in 
Pleasanton. Call 925-426-8656 for more info. See Butch 
online at www.valleyhumane.org for more details.

Find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are  
education stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board list

The City of Pleasanton will 
host the annual Splash Day 
Event on Friday, August 13, a 
carnival-type celebration to cap 
the 2010 ‘Learn to Swim’ season 
at the Dolores Bengtson Aquatic 
Center. 

Dozens of swimmers and 
their families join swim instruc-
tors from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. for 
open swim, decorations, games, 
and skits. Staff from the Aquatic 
Center will appear in costume 
following a Super Hero theme.

The summer Learn-To-Swim 
program at the Dolores Bengt-
son Aquatic Center had 2,642 
children enrolled. They were 
overseen and taught by 89 Life 
Guards, 46 of whom are certified 
Water Safety Instructors. The 
swim center also had 24 Junior 
Life Guards who took a prepara-
tory course to learn about first aid 
and lifesaving skills, and worked 
under the guidance of certified 
life guards to learn more about 
the responsibilities of the job.

  

Livermore Downtown Inc., 
will be hosting a Canned Food 
Drive at Concerts on the Green 
Aug 17, from 5 to 8 p.m. on the 
Shea Homes Stage located in 
the plaza directly in front of the 
Bank Head theater. Performing 
that evening will be El Desayuno, 
Latin Jazz and Salsa music.  

Anyone bringing either two 
commercial size cans or six 15 
ounce cans will receive tickets 
for free food samples from the 
Sapphire Restaurant and Lounge, 
Eddie Pappa’s, Livermore, The 
Sanctuary Ultra Lounge and the 
Donut Wheel.  With the donation 
any Downtown member may 
bring a bottle of any Livermore 
Valley Wine Country wine and 
the corkage fee will be waved.

Canned items of immediate 
need are diced tomatoes, whole 
kernel corn, mixed vegetables, 
cut green beans, red kidney beans 
and garbanzo beans.

This is an effort to help Open 
Heart Kitchen continue it’s mis-
sion of helping those in need.  
Read more about Open Heart 
Kitchen at http://openheart-
kitchen.org.

Splash Day in 
Pleasanton

Canned Food 
Drive Planned 
With Concert

Nearly 200 Tri-Valley young 
people were employed over the 
past two summers in the Sum-
mer Youth Employment Program 
(SYEP), conducted by  the Tri-
Valley Community Foundation 
in partnership with Alameda 
County Workforce Investment 
Board (WIB), and Las Positas 
College.  Leveraging economic 
stimulus funding, this year’s 
program targeted young people in 
families hit hardest by the current 
economic downturn.

“In the middle of one of the 
worst recessions in U.S. history, 
local businesses stepped up to 
give our young people summer 
employment,” said Aaron Ortiz, 
Program Officer for the Founda-
tion.   

Forum Set on 
Summer Jobs 
Program 

(See FORUM, page 9)
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The Pleasanton Pooch Parade was held last Wednesday down 
Main Street.  For more photos, see page 8. 

On May 10, as Tom Hunter 
was getting ready to announce 
plans to step down as director of 
Sandia National Laboratories, he 
was asked by Energy Secretary 
Steven Chu to go the Gulf Coast 
to join a top-level scientific team 
to advise the government about 
the Deepwater Horizon oil well 
disaster.

Go he did, embarking on a 

After a Small Detour to the Gulf,
Sandia Chief Is Really Retiring

pre-retirement detour that re-
quired more than two months of 
seven-day weeks working from 
early morning and until 10 at 
night.  Coordinating the activities 
of more than 200 scientists and 
engineers from Sandia, Lawrence 
Livermore, Los Alamos and other 
DOE labs, he briefed Chu and 
Interior Secretary Ken Salazar in 
person and regularly spent hours 

on the phone talking with them 
and their staffs.

That job has wound down, 
now that the well looks as if it is 
plugged for good.  Hunter, who 
is 65 and speaks in the soft drawl 
that reveals his upbringing in 
rural northern Florida, says he re-
ally does look forward to winding 
down his own activities as well.  

(See SANDIA, page 5)

By Patricia Koning
Six years ago, the Livermore 

Valley Charter School (LVCS) 
opened its doors at the Sonoma 
School, an old school site that 
once housed Livermore Adult 
Education and the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park Dis-
trict’s Friendship Center. When 
school starts again on August 24, 
it will mark the beginning of the 
last year the school will spend 
at the site. 

Bill Batchelor, executive di-
rector of the Tri-Valley Learning 

Corporation (TVLC), announced 
on Monday that TVLC is in con-
tract on a campus will serve as 
the home for both LVCS and the 
Livermore Valley Charter Pre-
paratory High School (LVCP). 
TVLC administers both LVCS 
and LVCP. 

“This was the perfect op-
portunity in so many ways,” 
says Batchelor. “The state of the 
commercial real estate market 
has made it possible for us to 
afford a high-quality facility in 
a great location.” He has spent 

three years working to secure 
property and the last 18 months 
on this particular site. 

The site is located at the cor-
ner of Constitution Drive and 
North Canyons Parkway (across 
the street from Costco). A series 
of small, stand-alone buildings 
on the west side of Constitu-
tion, totaling 91,000 square feet, 
will serve as the LVCS campus. 
A building near Independence 
Drive, totaling 80,000 square 
feet, will serve as the LVCP cam-
pus. In between the buildings is 

13 acres of open space that will 
be developed into athletic fields. 
The entire campus is about 30 
acres. 

The buildings on the site are 
currently empty shells, a situation 
that Batchelor says is perfect for 
the schools. “Once we are fully 
permitted, which we hope to hap-
pen by February, we can begin 
construction and finish those 
buildings into classrooms and 
specialized spaces like science 
labs,” he explains. 

He says the campus will be 

ready for both schools by the 
start of the 2011/2012 school 
year. Another benefit of the site 
is that it is located in a more 
industrial area of Livermore. 
“LVCS draws students from all 
over the city, so we have very 
few students who walk to school, 
unlike a neighborhood school,” 
he explains. “It puts a real strain 
on the neighborhood.”

Several new road projects will 
make the site more accessible. 
Mike Irby, Isabel/I-580 project 

New Campus for Charter School

(See CAMPUS, page 9)
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"Chopper" Bob Smith, Alex Peck, Sam Strube, Clark Devy, and Tim Sage (from left) ready the car for its trip to Bonneville. 

Tri-Valley 
Vineyards
Certified  
Organic

Tri-Valley Vineyards, with 
nearly 90 acres under cultiva-
tion on Las Positas Ranch on the 
north side of I-580, has become 
the Livermore Valley’s largest 
organic vineyard, following cer-
tification by California Certified 
Organic Farmers (CCOF).

CCOF is the largest statewide 
organization of organic produc-
ers in the U.S.

Vineyard owner John Kontra-
becki, who was a businessman 
before he was a grape grower, is 
proud of the organic designation, 
thinks it makes good business 
sense and believes it is the wave 
of the future.  He considers it 
“inevitable” that an increasing 
preference for organic food will 
“transfer over to wine.”

In fact, he would love to lead 
a local movement to encourage 
all of the small Livermore Val-
ley area vineyards to go organic.  
The Valley could “develop a 
reputation as the organic wine 
grape growing region in Northern 
California …a special place with 
a strong environmental tradition 
and top quality wineries,” he 
says.

A comparable movement in 
the Willamette Valley of Oregon 
“helped establish them as a great 
wine grape growing region,” he 

(See VINEYARD, page 4)

By Patricia Koning
Last fall, Bridgette Meyer, 

Shannon Meyer, Jacqueline 
Arnold, and Annemarie Arnold 
had so much fun at the FIRST 
LEGO League (FLL) Regional 
Tournament they are hoping to 
convince more kids from Liver-
more to become involved in ro-
botics competitions. Their team, 
the Liverbots, won the Judges’ 
Choice award at the tournament 

A Push for More LEGO Robotics Teams 
in Fremont.

Compared with other cities, 
Livermore is under-represented 
in FLL. Last year, Livermore had 
just two teams participate—the 
Liverbots and the Tri-Valley 
All Girls Robotics Team (Girl 
Scouts)—compared with five 
teams in Dublin and six teams in 
Pleasanton. 

To spread the word about FLL, 

Elizabeth Arnold, Jacqueline and 
Annemarie’s mother, invited Jill 
Wilker, co-director of Playing@
Learning with her husband Mark 
Edelman, to give a presentation 
at the Livermore Public Library 
last Saturday. 

“It’s the biggest program 
you’ve never heard of,” said 
Wilker. “Using a sports-based 

(See ROBOTICS, page 5)

At its regularly scheduled 
board meeting on Tuesday, East 
Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) President Doug Siden 
announced the retirement of 
longtime General Manager Pat 
O'Brien, effective at the end of 
this year.

“With regret our board has 

EBRPD GM Leaving Lasting Legacy 
received notice of the impend-
ing retirement of our longtime 
General Manager, Pat O’Brien,” 
said Siden, who has represented 
Alameda and parts of Oakland 
for over 18 years. “Under his 
outstanding leadership over 22 
years, Pat has made EBRPD the 
nation’s premiere park agency.”

In a statement, the outgoing 
general manager declared” I am 
very appreciative of the Board 
of Directors, our staff and the 
citizens of the East Bay, and the 
various organizations which have 
partnered with us over time to ac-
complish acquisitions, develop-

(See LEGACY, page 12)
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 The Board of Trustees of the 
Chabot-Las Positas Community 
College District has named Guy 
F. Lease as interim president 
for Las Positas College.  Lease 
replaces DeRionne Pollard who 
resigned this summer after ac-
cepting a position in Maryland.  

This fall the Board of Trust-
ees will launch a nationwide 
search for a new president to 
lead the college.  Lease will 
serve as interim president of Las 
Positas College until a perma-
nent president is selected.  

Chabot-Las Positas district 
chancellor, Joel L. Kinnamon 
stated, “Dr. Lease is a proven 
leader in higher education with 
a breadth of experience.  We are 
fortunate to have his leadership 
and are confident that he will do 
an excellent job leading the col-
lege until a permanent replace-
ment is named.”

Lease served as superinten-
dent/president at Lake Tahoe 
Community College District 
for eighteen years and later as 
interim president at Fresno City 

College.  He was the recipient of 
the prestigious California Com-
munity College Harry Buttimer 
Award which recognizes strength 
in leadership, contributions to 
colleagues and the profession, 
and service to the community.

Prior to taking over the presi-

dency at Lake Tahoe Commu-
nity College District,  Lease 
also served as dean of business 
services and taught in the busi-
ness department.  

“I am honored and excited 
to be asked to serve as interim 
president at Las Positas College.  
Las Positas is known for its com-
mitment to student success and 
that has been my motivation for 
more than thirty years in educa-
tion,” said Lease.  “This is an 
outstanding college and I hope 
to contribute to the excellence 
for which the college is well 
known.”

Lease has chaired six Califor-
nia community college accredita-
tion teams, and was a member 
of the California Community 
College Strategic Planning Steer-
ing Committee 2005-06 and the 
California Community College 
Strategic Planning Implemen-
tation Oversight Committee 
2006-07.  He also served for ten 
years on the board for the Chief 
Executive Officers of the Califor-
nia Community Colleges.

Interim President Selected for College

Guy F. Lease

The biennial East Bay Stand 
Down at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton drew 
400 military veterans to the 
four-day encampment Aug. 5 to 
Aug. 8.

The veterans were from seven 
Bay Area counties. They received 
information and aid from 2000 
volunteers.

Help ranged from learning 
about services available at Vet-
erans Centers run by the state to 
advice on legal issues.

Steve Schilling, special repre-
sentative for the state Department 
of Veterans Affairs, was one of 
the volunteers in attendance. 
Schilling and other state VA of-
ficials were there on their own 
time, because they see the im-
portance of the event.

“I believe in this concept, or 
I wouldn’t help. It’s important 
to show every veteran that there 
is still a group of people who 
believe in what they did, and sup-
port them in their time of need,” 
said Schilling.

Rep. Jerry McNerney (D) of 
Pleasanton, who serves on the 
House Committee on Veterans 
Affairs, visited the encamp-
ment.

The stand down got its name 
from the period of time when 
troops were pulled from the front 
lines for rest and such comforts 
as showers and shaves.

In the same vein, the East Bay 
Stand Down aimed to address the 
current needs of veterans who 
face their own front line battles 

Stand Down Draws 400 Vets to 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton

with unemployment, homeless-
ness, and addiction.

Judges and lawyers from 
several counties were on hand 
to advise on such things as mis-
demeanor violations for such 
minor offenses as loitering. Some 
offenses were cleared right on 
site.

Schilling said that judges 
offered misdemeanor violators 
community service instead of 
a fine, since they can ill afford 
fines. The veterans were provided 
volunteer legal representation. 
The jurisprudence aspect of the 
stand down was established a few 
years ago by retired judge Ron 
Hyde of Pleasanton.

DMV officials were present to 
help veterans get driver’s licenses 
or IDs back immediately.

Dentists were on the premises 
with a make-shift office in which 
they did some free work for the 
veterans. The VA was on hand 
to look over health records and 
bring them up to date.

Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-
Anon, and Narcotics Anonymous 
had meetings to give veterans an 
opportunity to recover from their 
addictions. Several religions had 
church services on the grounds.

There was even a daily news-
letter passed out to attendees. It 
was called the LZ Burbine Blurb. 
It was named after Marine Sgt. 
(retired) Leonard Burbine. The 
LZ refers to landing zone. In the 
Vietnam War, soldiers named 
helicopter landing zones after 
their fallen comrades.

The state employment depart-
ment was there to advise about 
job-hunting. So were sheltering 
service groups to help the home-
less.

The presence of so many 
services at one site was a real 
boon for the veterans. “In gen-
eral, veterans may not have the 
wherewithal to access commu-
nity services on their own,” said 
Schilling.

The vets were able to go to 
Veterans centers in the Bay Area 
and ride a specially scheduled 
bus to the stand down housed 
in tents that were pitched at the 
western edge of the fairgrounds.

The Alameda County Public 
Works Agency is moving for-
ward with safety and streetscape 
improvements to the Stanley 
Boulevard corridor which con-
nects the cities of Pleasanton and 
Livermore.  Motorists, bicyclists, 
and pedestrians will soon be able 
to use a redesigned roadway 
and trail system along Stanley 
Boulevard. The project includes 
on-street bike lanes,  a separate 
paved and landscaped path-
way for pedestrians, and  sev-
eral safety improvements such 
as guardrail and undergrounded 
utilities.   

Environmentally friendly 
landscaping improvements are 
another aspect of this project.   

Over 12,600 trees, shrubs, and 
groundcover that are native to 
California will be planted along 
the length of the new multi-use 
pathway.  A new overlook will 
be added at Shadow Cliffs Res-
ervoir. There will be information 
about the various eco-systems in 
the area, the native plants, and 
Bay-Friendly landscaping prac-
tices, and the numerous positive, 
environmental features that run 
the length of this project.   

The Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors awarded the $14 
million contract to DeSilva Gates 
Construction.   Construction is 
expected to begin in September 
2010. 

 

Safety, Streetscape 
Changes for Stanley Blvd.
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Dr. Doug Gordon was one of the volunteer dentists.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Seven units from the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Department responded to a grass fire along the 
abandoned railroad right-of-way by Greenville Road. Some of the units were deployed to protect 
nearby structures. There was no damage or injuries.
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Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
The Bay Area Air Quality Management Dis-

trict Board of Directors approved $5 million to 
support further development of a regional electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure program in the 
Bay Area.

The electric vehicle charging stations and 
home chargers is part of the Air District?s Spare 
the Air program which will make owning an 
electric vehicle in the Bay Area a viable option 
for residents.

The Air District is working to support at-home 
electric vehicle charging and to establish a net-
work of accessible charging sites where electric 
vehicle owners can conveniently recharge while 
conducting their normal business, running er-
rands or shopping.

The program will leverage up to $5 million 
in Air District funds to support electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure grants including:

• 3,000 home chargers at single family and 
multi-family dwellings

• 2,000 public chargers at employer and high-
density parking areas

• 50 fast chargers within close proximity to 
highways

In the Bay Area, the transportation sector 
accounts for more than 50 percent of air pol-
lution.  Significant emission reductions from 
the transportation sector will help the Bay area 
attain and maintain state and national air quality 
standards. 

The Bay Area Air Quality Management Dis-
trict (www.baaqmd.gov) is the regional agency 
chartered with protecting air quality in the nine-
county Bay Area.

Pipe Bombs Found
Last week, Livermore Police Department 

found three pipe bombs in dumpsters near the 
Arbol Verde Apartments on East Avenue. The 
officers were responding to reports of a suspi-
cious person. 

Two of the devices were labeled “radioactive.”   
The Livermore Pleasanton Fire Department re-
sponded and a command post was established.   
Due to the proximity of the pipe bombs to nearby 
homes, two apartment complexes and five homes 
were evacuated.   The Livermore Police Depart-
ment arranged for alternate housing for those 
displaced from their homes. 

The Alameda County Bomb Squad, Alameda 
County Hazardous Material Unit, and radioac-
tive specialists from the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory responded to the scene to 
assist in the investigation of the pipe bombs.  

The three pipe bombs were rendered safe and 
radioactive tests were conducted on all three 
items.  The bombs were determined to be safe 
and contained no explosives. 

Anyone with information regarding this inves-
tigation is asked to call Lieutenant Matt Sarsfield 
at the Livermore Police Department, 371-4725.  

Driving and Using Cell Phones
The California Highway Patrol (CHP) and 

law enforcement agencies across the Bay Area 
are joining forces for a strict zero-tolerance cam-
paign aimed at identifying and issuing citations to 
motorists talking or texting on cell phones while 
driving. The campaign stems from a two-day 
enforcement effort that started last year where 
more than 700 cell phone citations were issued 
by law enforcement in Santa Clara County and 
more than 550 drivers were ticketed by CHP of-
ficers throughout the Bay Area.  

The following reasons are cited:
• Almost 6,000 highway deaths each year 

involve distracted driving, and more than half a 
million were injured. (National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration). 

• Driving while using a cell phone reduces the 
amount of brain activity associated with driving 

by 37 percent. (Source: Carnegie Mellon). 
• Using a cell phone use while driving, 

whether it’s hand-held or hands-free, delays a 
driver’s reactions as much as having a blood 
alcohol concentration at the legal limit of .08 
percent. (Source: University of Utah)

Public Participation Plan
MTC seeks comments and suggestions on how 

to involve more Bay Area residents in its trans-
portation planning and investment decisions. 

The Public Participation Plan was initially 
adopted by MTC on September 26, 2007. Fed-
eral legislation requires MTC, as the Bay Area’s 
metropolitan planning organization, to adopt such 
a plan. MTC also has adopted two principles on 
environmental justice, the first of which pledges 
to “Create an open and transparent public partici-
pation process that empowers low-income com-
munities and communities of color to participate 
in decision making that affects them.”

MTC has released an update to its Public 
Participation Plan. 

The 2010 revisions reflect the addition of 
a Public Participation Plan for the Sustainable 
Communities Strategy (SCS), as required by 
California Senate Bill 375; a restructuring of 
MTC’s advisory committee into a single, broad 
based Policy Advisory Council; clarification of 
the principles that guide MTC’s public involve-
ment efforts; and minor changes to the steps 
involved in updating and revising the Regional 
Transportation Plan and the Transportation Im-
provement Program.

To the extent that funding allows, public en-
gagement efforts for the SCS and the RTP will 
include the following:

• Public workshops in all nine Bay Area coun-
ties (over the course of development of the SCS, 
ABAG and MTC expect to hold at least three 
workshops in each county with a population 
larger than 500,000; and at least one meeting in 
smaller counties);

• Grants to community non-profit organiza-
tions in communities of concern for assistance 
in engaging their residents;

• Use of computer simulation at public 
workshops to depict alternatives under consid-
eration;

• Specialized focus groups;
• A statistically relevant public opinion poll 

(also available in languages other than Eng-
lish).

Written comments on the Draft 2010 Public 
Participation Plan are due by 4 p.m. on Monday, 
August 23, 2010, and should be sent to MTC’s 
Public Information Office at 101 Eighth Street, 
Oakland, CA 94607, or faxed to 510/817-5848, 
or sent via e-mail to info@mtc.ca.gov.  For more 
information, or for a copy of the draft plan, call 
the Public Information office at 510/817-5757.

Livermore Woman Charged
Livermore resident Christine Shreeve Hubbs, 

age 42,  was arrested last week and charged with 
engaging in sexual relations with boys under the 
age of 15.  

Livermore Police Department investigators 
learned that Hubbs allegedly had sexual rela-
tions with two under-aged boys over a two year 
period starting December of 2008 to the present.  
According to the police, Hubbs communicated 
with her victims via cell phone text messaging 
and provided them with gifts and money dur-
ing the time periods that the crimes occurred.  
Hubbs reportedly used a cell phone to transmit 
sexual messages and nude images of herself to 
the victims.   

 Hubbs has been charged with 67 felony counts 
of sexual assault by the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s Office. She was booked at Santa Rita 
Jail and current bail is set at $4.3 million.

She appeared in court on Monday, but delayed 
entering a plea.

 

   

 

A Lawerence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) part-
nership that developed an envi-
ronmental sampler that allows 
researchers to conduct biological 
analyses remotely in real time 
and a Lab technology that can 
detect more than 2,000 viruses 
and 900 bacteria in 24 hours have 
garnered two technology transfer 
awards in the Federal Laboratory 
Consortium’s Far West Region 
competition.

Lab scientists and engineers, 
in tandem with Industrial Partner-
ships Office (IPO) employees, 
captured one outstanding partner-
ship award for the Environmental 
Sampler Processor and one out-
standing technology develop-
ment honor for the Lawrence 
Livermore Microbial Detection 
Array (LLMDA).

This year’s awards will be pre-
sented during the Mid-Continent 
and Far West regional meeting 
Aug. 31-Sept. 2 at the Snow King 
Lodge in Jackson Hole, Wyo. 
LLNL has won 12 (including this 
year’s) FLC Far West Regional 
Awards since 2007.

The outstanding partnership 
prize went to Laboratory scien-
tists who worked in conjunction 
with researchers at the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium Research Insti-
tute (MBARI), NOAA/National 
Ocean Service Marine Biotoxins 
Laboratory and partners com-
prising the Center for Micro-
bial Oceanography Research 
and Education for MBARI’s 
Environmental Sample Proces-
sor (ESP).

The ESP allows for use of 
DNA and protein array tech-
niques and quantitative poly-
merase chain reaction (PCR) 
techniques to sense microbial 
community structure and detect 
specific genes and gene products 
remotely within an ocean observ-
ing network. The ESP allows 
for analysis to be accomplished 
remotely in real time.

There is worldwide interest in 
using ESPs to study ecological re-
lationships among the thousands 
of marine microbe species, to 
detect harmful or toxic microbes 
for monitoring water quality and 
managing water resources, and 
to explore other areas of extreme 
environments. Data gained from 
ESP research will likely help sci-
entists improve their understand-
ing of Earth’s oceanic processes, 
many of which are strongly 
influenced by microbial commu-
nities. Members of the ESP team 
include LLNL’s John Dzenitis 
and Vincent Riot, Chris Scholin 
of MBARI, and Chris Melançon 
of Spyglass Biosecurity Inc.

Spyglass Biosecurity Inc. of 
San Francisco was awarded li-
censes from MBARI and LLNL. 
The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) received 
the first commercial ESP unit 
from Spyglass in June 2010. 
This system, along with five ad-
ditional ESP systems funded by 
the National Science Foundation, 
will be deployed by the Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution 
(WHOI) to monitor harmful algae 
in the Gulf of Maine. Catherine 
Elizondo has been the IPO’s busi-
ness development executive for 
this partnership.

The outstanding technology 
award went to the LLMDA, 
which has shown value for ap-
plications in detecting bioterror-

ism events, product safety and 
diagnostics.

This device consists of probes 
fitted onto a one-inch-by-three-
inch glass slide. Each probe 
tests for a particular sequence of 
DNA and small groups of probes 
can be used to check for specific 
bacteria or viruses.  Any probe 
that detects its specific sequence 
will fluoresce, which will be read 
by a scanner and may indicate 
presence of that organism.

Members of the LMDA team 
are Crystal Jaing, Shea Gardner, 
Kevin McLoughlin and Tom 
Slezak. Ida Shum of IPO served 

as the business development 
executive for the project.

FLC is the nationwide net-
work of federal laboratories that 
provides a forum to develop 
strategies and opportunities for 
linking the laboratory mission 
technologies and expertise with 
the marketplace. The FLC Far 
West is one of six regions cover-
ing the United States. The Far 
West Region is comprised of 8 
western states, Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Hawaii, Idaho, Ne-
vada, Oregon and Washington. 
There are more than 100 federal 
laboratories and facilities in the 
Far West Region.

Lab Given Two Tech Transfer Awards
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Happy Place
The name of Livermore’s Lizzie Fountain Spray Grounds 

tells you right away that this is a unique place.
It isn’t just another city fountain, but one that invites 

children, and also adults who still have a child in them, to 
jump in the water and play.

The Lizzie Fountain Spray Grounds, which is located at 
First Street and Livermore Avenue, has been open to the 
public for several months. It was officially dedicated at 
downtown’s Christmas in July celebration a couple weeks 
ago.

Every day, warm days especially, you see kids frolick-
ing in the spray, their laughter like music in the air. What a 
beautiful fountain! This is a happy place.

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

LARPD/City Merger
David Furst, Director
LARPD Board

Regarding the discussions 
by the Livermore City Council 
to merge the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
(LARPD) with the City there 
have been some mis-statements 
and unfortunately some inac-
curate information that has been 
reported. In my role as LARPD 
President I would like to correct 
these inaccuracies.  

The LARPD Board and staff 
have, over the course of approxi-
mately the past two years, inves-
tigated the possibility whether a 
consolidation with another agen-
cy would relieve the LARPD or 
the other agency of some or all 
of the ERAF shift to our local 
property tax dollars to the State. 
In fact, as far back as Septem-
ber 2009 the Board considered 
hiring a consultant to look into 
alternative forms of taxation to 
avoid the ERAF shift. However, 
we chose to have our own legal 
staff make the inquiries.  Since 
then, the LARPD Board has 
received reports from staff and 
our legal council at publically 
noticed meetings. These reports 
were based on information from 
the Alameda County Tax Man-
ager, the Executive Director 
of Alameda County LAFCo, 
the attorney for the California 
Special Districts Association, 
and the Executive Director of 
the California Association of 
Recreation and Park Districts 
as well as information from the 
Public Resources Code, the State 
Revenue and Tax Code, and other 
government codes. 

None of the resource people 
could predict what the outcome 
of a merger would be except 
to say it would become a legal 
matter. It would depend on any 
tax sharing agreement between 
all of the parties involved. After 
a long discussion of the infor-
mation received at its February 
24th, 2010 public Board meeting, 
the LARPD Board agreed not 
to pursue the issue further and 
therefore not to hire a consultant 
at public expense (especially 
during a time of budgets cuts) 
when it appeared there would be 
no definitive answer to this mat-
ter. The minutes of this meeting 
were approved by all Directors 
at the subsequent Board meeting. 
At our public Board meeting on 
April 28th, 2010 the topic was 
again brought up but the Board 
declined to second a motion to 
hire a consultant.  

In addition, one needs to ask 
the following questions: will the 
State of California, which as we 
all know has another deep budget 
deficit, allow a decrease in the 
money it collects for the ERAF 
shift to support the schools?  This 
has likely not happened in the 
18 years that ERAF has been in 
effect.  And if our ERAF money 
does actually go to local schools, 
what will be the effect on the 
Livermore Joint Unified School 
District if a merger of LARPD 
with the City of Livermore, or 
any other local agency, results 
in a decrease of millions of dol-
lars to the local schools and the 
students they serve? One last 
point, in my opinion, a merger of 
the LARPD the City would lead 
to recreation and parks services 
and facilities having to compete 
with police, fire, library acquisi-
tions and hours, public works, 
and other departments within the 
City. Historically recreation and 

parks have been one of the first 
groups to be hit by budget cuts.  

When the next round of budget 
cuts comes, and it will come, it is 
more logical to have an indepen-
dent elected Board with special 
expertise in recreation and parks 
make any necessary cuts within 
recreation and parks. 

Art Under the Oaks
Gail Ruvalcaba
Chairperson, Art Under the 
Oaks

Thank you so very much for 
the lovely article about Art Under 
the Oaks in the July 16th issue of 
The Independent. I'm sure it was 
responsible for getting so many 
people to attend the event this 
year. The Livermore Art Associa-
tion is grateful for the continuing 
support we have received from 
The Independent.

Clock Is Ticking
Karen and Darryl Albertson,  
former Pleasanton residents 
for over 30 years
Livermore

If the people impeding the 
approval of Stoneridge Creek 
Continuing Life Community 
(SRC CLC) could see its sister 
communities in Southern Cali-
fornia at Carlsbad and Thousand 
Oaks, they would be anxious 
to see a similar high quality, 
architecturally beautiful develop-
ment become part of the city of 
Pleasanton.  More importantly, 
Stoneridge Creek will be a much 
needed addition to living options 
in Pleasanton, in the Valley, and 
in the Bay Area for seniors as 
they age and become infirm.

Stoneridge Creek CLC has 
listened to the groups that have 
had objections to the develop-
ment of the Staples Ranch area.  
Stoneridge Creek’s willingness 
and diligence in addressing their 
concerns shows the corporation’s 
desire to be an excellent neighbor 
in Pleasanton.

For entry into the Stoneridge 
Creek, residents must be able to 
live independently according to 
state regulations.  As the days, 
months and now, years (nearly 5) 
go by many would-be residents 
are becoming unable to meet 
that requirement.  Pleasanton 
residents who had planned to live 
in Stoneridge Creek have had to 
withdraw their applications and 
move away to obtain similar liv-
ing arrangements.

We urge the City Council 
members to do what is necessary 
to approve Stoneridge Creek 
SOON!  Once approvals are in 
place, it will take an additional 
2 ½ to 3 more years for comple-
tion and for residents to be able 
to move in.  The clock is ticking 
for many of us who hope to be 
residents of Stoneridge Creek.

Heavy Handed
John Stein
Livermore

You are correct that LARPD 
(Livermore area Recreation and 
Park District) could add as much 
as $3.5 million dollars in property 
tax to it s $22.5 million dollar an-
nual budget if it were to be taken 
over by the City of Livermore.  
However, this would only occur 
if the State of California could 
not find a way to get this sig-
nificant and possibly precedent 
setting amount of taxes back in 
some other way.

You are also correct in stating 
that the park and recreation funds 
should be protected from high ad-
ministrative cost and not be used 
for other City priorities.  This 
may be difficult over the long 
term.  The question is also what 
interest, experience and abilities 
the City Council and staff have 
in running a park district.

It would seem before the City 
spends $25,000 on a feasibility 
study it should meet with and 
share goals and concerns with 
all of those directly involved: the 
Livermore Area Recreation and 

Park District, the School District, 
East Regional Park District and 
the County of Alameda.  A col-
laborative approach could avoid 
a number of political, financial 
and perhaps legal problems.  To 
proceed unilaterally gives the 
appearance of heavy handed at-
tempt to seize power and revenue 
for the City.  

I disagree with your support 
for this study.  This merger and 
reorganization would be difficult 
even with a buy in by all of the 
agencies and employee groups 
and this study will probably be a 
waste of taxpayer money without 
LARPD support.

Graffiti Addressed
Louann Tung, representing 
Friends of the Arroyos 
and Friends of Granada Native 
Gardens

Dear Mayor Kamena and 
Council Members,

I have enjoyed living in our 
fair city since 1993. As you know 
since 2004, I have been directing 
volunteers in the construction 
and maintenance of Granada 
Native Gardens behind Granada 
High School along Murrieta 
Blvd . Our GNG won the City of 
Livermore’s beautification award 
in 2004. Our biggest problem out 
there has been vandalism and 
graffiti. Last year you assisted 
us with the installation of a street 
light. I am asking for more help 
because the vandalism and graf-
fiti problem has been drastically 
elevated in the past few months. 

Since the beginning of June, 
we have had to clean the graf-
fiti off the educational panels 
and picnic tables and paint the 
benches at least once and some-
times three times a week! Based 
on our volunteer’s observations, 
the graffiti occurs even mid-af-
ternoon! Other volunteers and I 
have spent over $100 in solvents 
and paint and hours per week of 
personal time in mitigating this 
damage.  One of our volunteers 
asked their teenager to inquire 
with friends on who might be 
doing this and why. The answer 
was surprising - the teenagers 
just “go out tagging” to let their 
friends know they have been 
there! So this has become a pas-
time to blight our beautiful city 
and bike path!

In addition, the graffiti along 
the bike path from under Arroyo, 
Holmes and especially Stanley 
and further to Isabel  has gotten 
noticeably worse. In the past few 
years, I have called the graffiti 
hotline and the person cleaned 
up the graffiti near Isabel in a 
few days. However, in the past 
month, I have called several 
times and got no response. A few 
weeks ago, the voice mail on the 
graffiti hotline said the mailbox 
was full. Consequently, I went 
out and bought paint to cover the 
graffiti on the sound wall near my 
house.  Just Sunday I noticed the 
graffiti was finally painted over.

A few weeks ago, I alerted the 
police to this situation. They have 
assigned an officer to this prob-
lem at GNG.  Before we clean 
up the tagging, we photograph 
it and email this to the police. 
I have noticed that the graffiti 
often appears after a large group 
of teens have been hanging out 
at GNG or under Stanley. Also 
teens that carry backpacks (espe-
cially outside of the school year) 
are suspected taggers and should 
be watched.

In light of this information, I 
offer several solutions.

• Since we clean up the area 
often at Granada Native Gardens, 
the police or citizen patrol person 
should be able to catch those 
taggers in a few days by sitting 
in the neighboring apartment 
parking lot

• If lack of manpower is an 
issue, the City could issue paint 
(colored to match the sound 
wall) to neighbors  or local scout 
troups who pledge to paint over 
the graffiti every week. Perhaps 

the local stores could offer paint 
discounts.

• Paint a mural in the heav-
ily tagged areas under the street 
crossings. I have lived in Oakland 
and noticed that the murals under 
the freeway were never tagged.

• Put up signs (high on the 
light posts) that show the fines 
for tagging and vandalism

• Add surveillance webcam-
eras at GNG and under Stanley. 
I know of a few volunteers (my 
husband included) that would 
gladly build a system that the 
police or anyone could remotely 
monitor. The lastest video camer-
as are really compact and cheap. 
Some are even solar powered!

• Have officers or a City rep 
talk to the high schoolers on the 
first day of school on the costs 
of tagging, and on what has 
happened to taggers that have 
been caught, and what the fine 
is.  Make parents responsible for 
the clean-up costs.

• Make the fine high enough to 
make it painful (without ruining 
someone’s record) and the pen-
alty should also include clean-
ing up graffiti in the City. This 
information should be published 
in the newspapers and posted in 
the libraries

• With the Lab, develop a cam-
era system that not only triggers 
with motion but also when paint 
aerosols are detected!

Most of these solutions require 
very little money or manpower. 
Please attend to this problem 
soon as the lack of attention tells 
the taggers that this is OK to do. 
The graffiti tells the Livermore 
residents that our community is 
not safe and its OK for gangs to 
hang out here.

Government Spending
William Daily
Livermore

On August 5th Bill O’reilly 
advocated to the millions of his 
viewers on national television 
that “it would be a good thing” 
for the schools to insure that 
school children got at least two 
balanced meals every day.

Of course “it is a good thing” 
for the government to feed my 
children two square meals a day 
at school.  It would also be a good 
thing if the school gave them a 
sturdy pair of shoes when theirs 
wear out.  Where would you like 
to draw the line on this?  Wise 
up Bill.

But that is not all of a good 
thing.  Perhaps “It would be a 
good thing” if the government 
would— 

Make sure my kids can pay for 
college—Oh yea, that is called 
government insured student 
loans;

Make sure they have health 
care—Oh yea, that is called 
Obama care;

See to it that my daughters 
know how to not get pregnant—
Oh yea, that’s called sex educa-
tion [that worked out well didn’t 
it?];

See to it that that my kids can 
own a home—Oh yea, that is 
called sub-prime mortgages [that 
worked out well didn’t it?];

Make sure they have retire-
ment money—Oh yea, that 
is called Social Security [that 
worked out well didn’t it?].

I could go on but you should 
get the picture.  When will we 
draw the line on asking the gov-
ernment to take care of us?  Not 
as long as there is a single dollar 
left in the treasury!

"A democracy can only ex-
ist until the voters discover that 
they can vote themselves money 
from the public treasury. From 
that moment on, the majority 
always votes for the candidates 
promising the most money from 
the public treasury." Alexander 
Tyler

"The American Republic will 
endure, until politicians realize 
they can bribe the people with 
their own money." Alexis de 
Tocqueville

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

says.
It’s a fiction that organic grape 

growing is more expensive than 
using ordinary methods, he says: 
“I have cut my farming costs by 
one-third since going organic.” 

Certification takes three years 
of following strict standards of 
vineyard management, particu-
larly fertilizing and controlling 
pests and weeds by non-chemical 
means.  For example, Kontra-
becki fertilizes with compost 
mixtures and controls weeds 
with a mechanical cutting device 
called a butterfly.

Perhaps because of their repu-
tation for expense, organic meth-
ods of grape growing and wine 
making are less often practiced 
than are “sustainable” tech-
niques.  Sustainable practices 
include some chemical restric-
tions and added requirements in 
such areas as energy and resource 
conservation, social responsibil-
ity (protecting workers and com-
munity) and economic viability.

In the Livermore area, Retzlaff 
is another organic vineyard. Con-
cannon and Wente are certified 
as sustainable by the California 
Sustainable Winegrowing Alli-
ance, which is an organization 
developed by the Wine Institute 
and the California Association of 
Winegrape Growers. 

Wineries, like other busi-
nesses, can also be certified as 
“green” for practices very much 
like sustainability practices.  
Cedar Mountain, for example, 
obtained its green certification 
three years ago, when the sus-
tainability certification program 
had not yet been established.  Al-
ameda County recertified Cedar 
Mountain this year.

The certification process is 
time consuming. A grower or 
wine maker can reasonably ask 
whether it is worth undertaking.  
Growers and vintners can attend 
seminars and follow lists of best 
practices that are helpful, certi-
fication or no.  Cedar Mountain 
co-owner Linda Ault remem-
bers wanting to obtain Alam-
eda County’s green certification 
several years ago, but today she 
views sustainability certification 
as “a stretch” — something the 
winery may pursue eventually 
but not as top priority.

Business models vary from 
one vineyard to another.  For 
many growers and vintners, 
whether to go for certification 
– organic, sustainable or green – 
is a matter of business judgment, 
deciding whether the beneficial 
mixture of cost, effort, savings 
and market advantages seen by 
Kontrabecki would show up 
advantageously for their opera-
tion as well.

Kontrabecki cites a number 
of specific advantages to going 
organic.  He thinks the fruit tastes 
better, and so does the resulting 
wine.  He thinks it leads to a 
healthier product for wine drink-
ers, healthier conditions for work-
ers and fewer synthetic chemicals 
leaching into groundwater that 
will eventually be drawn on for 
human consumption.

He also claims immediate 
business advantages.  Beyond 
reducing operating costs, he says 
organic operations produce high-
er income “because wineries will 
pay a premium for organically 
grown fruit.”  It even broadens 
the marketing appeal of his prod-
uct.  Many wineries “will only 
buy fruit from outside of Napa 
and Sonoma if it is organically 
grown,” he says.

Selling grapes is the major 
business of Tri-Valley Vineyards.  
Kontrabecki sells to Rosemblum 
Cellars, Steven Kent, Concannon 
and Foggy Bridge.  Foggy Bridge 
is his own label. He contracts 
for the use of local wine-mak-
ing facilities to produce some 
of its wine.  Tri-Valley Vineyard 
Zinfandel is processed at Cedar 
Mountain, and Chardonnay, 
Merlot, Syrah and Cabernet Sau-
vignon at Wente.  Kontrabecki 
also makes wine for sale by other 
wineries under their label.  

Rosenblum Cellars has been 
so pleased with its Tri-Valley 
Vineyards Zinfandel grapes 
that it designated Kontrabecki 
Vineyard on its 2006 and 2007 
labels.

Kontrabecki has not always 
been interested in wines.  He 
founded a Silicon Valley based 
real estate investment, develop-
ment and property management 
company called The Kontrabecki 
Group in 1984.  He changed the 
name changed in 1995 to TKG 
International to reflect operations 
overseas, particularly in Poland, 
near Chopin International Air-
port.

He bought property in Liver-
more, the 340-acre Triad Park 
(now Tri-Valley Technology 
Park) in 1998, and added 132 
agricultural acres in 2000 with 
the intention of renting them out 
for grazing cattle.  He credits 
Phil Wente with convincing him 
that the agricultural land was not 
only suitable for vines but, rising 
up above I-580, could become a 
highly visible “billboard for wine 
grape growing in Livermore” 
with its rich viticultural history.

Beyond business advantage, 
Kontrabecki has another reason 
to go organic.  He and his wife 
became seriously interested in the 
organic movement several years 
ago when she became pregnant 
and they started thinking about 
the future health of their child and 
the world he will inherit.

They read up on the subject 
and became convinced that the 
“food chain” has become “poi-
soned…by the overuse of pesti-
cides, herbicides and other chem-
icals in the farming process,” and 
they would do something about 
that if they could.

Now living in San Francisco, 
they plan to build soon in a 
small valley in North Livermore, 
among his own vineyards north 
of 580.  He is far more confident 
of the health of living there 
knowing that he is not spray-
ing or fertilizing with synthetic 
chemicals. 

 “We didn’t want to move into 
a chemical dump,” he says.

 

VINEYARD
(continued from page one)

Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District (LARPD) 
director David Furst did not file 
for re-election by Aug. 6. His seat 
will be vacant for the election 
Nov. 2, along with the one held 
by Scott Kamena.

Kamena announced a few 
weeks ago that he would not run. 
Furst took out papers, but did not 

Furst, Kernan Among Incumbents Not Running
return them. A call and an e-mail 
seeking comment shortly before 
The Independent’s deadline were 
not returned.

With two LARPD candidates 
not filing, the deadline was ex-
tended to Aug. 11, after The 
Independent’s deadline.

Three other races also re-
mained open until the later of-

fice filing deadline. They are the 
Pleasanton school district, where 
incumbents Pat Kernan and Jim 
Ott did not file, 

Dublin San Ramon Services 
District (DSRSD) where long-
time director Jeff Hansen did not 
file, and the Dublin school board, 
where incumbent Jennifer Henry 
declined to file, because of health 
reasons.

Ott made his announcement 
a few months ago, to enable 
would-be candidates to think 
about running. Kernan, a 13-year 
school board veteran, weighed 
his decision over several weeks, 
including consultation with new 
superintendent Parvin Ahmadi 
and other administrators.

In the LARPD contest, long-

time incumbent Maryalice Falt-
ings filed her papers. Newcomers 
seeking the board seats are Rob-
ert Coomber, David Hutchinson, 
April Rood, Mark Thrailkill, and 
Laureen Turner.

For Pleasanton school board, 
Joan Laursen, Sandy Piterit, and 
Jeff Bowser returned papers. 
Bowser’s candidacy had not been 
certified by the county registrar 
as of Aug. 10.

In  DSRSD,  incumben t 
Georgean Vonheeder Leopold  
filed, as did Dawn Benson, James 
Shand, and Rosalind Rogoff.

Incumbent David Haubert and 
newcomer Sean Kinney filed for 
the Dublin school board.

All other Valley contests have 
been closed after the Aug. 6 
deadline.

EX-SUPERINTENDENT
RUNNING IN SUNOL

One surprise was the filing in 
Sunol Glen elementary district, 
where two of the three board 
seats are up for re-election.

Incumbents Guin Van Dyke 
and Don Ball filed. So did for-
mer Sunol Glen superintendent 
Diane Everett and former board 
member Gerry Beemiller.

Asked whether her filing was 
a sign that people in Sunol are 
unhappy with the incumbents, 
Everett said, “We were asked by 
the community to run. I’m just 
giving back. Sunol gave me 16 
great years, and I’m giving back.” 
Everett retired as superintendent 
three years ago. Beemiller was 
unavailable for comment.

In the Livermore school dis-

trict, incumbents Kate Runyon, 
Anne White and William Dunlop 
filed. So did former board mem-
ber Tom McLaughlin.

In Pleasanton, Mayor Jen-
nifer Hosterman will face cur- 
rent councilmember Cindy Mc-
Govern. In the council race, 
incumbents Jerry Thorne and 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio are op-
posed by Karla Brown and Fred 
Watson.

Dublin Mayor Tim Sbran-
ti faces no opposition. In the 
council race for two seats are 
incumbents Kate Ann Scholz and 
Don Biddle and challenger Eric 
Swalwell.

Ayn Wieskamp is unopposed 
for the East Bay Regional Park 
District board.
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Tom Hunter spoke last month at Sandia-Livermore during his 
last official visit here. 

“I don’t plan to do anything that 
looks like a job,” he said in an 
interview last week.

With one home in Albuquer-
que and another in Alamo, he 
expects to travel and spend time 
with family in New Mexico, 
California and Idaho.

Hunter was director of the 
Livermore branch of Sandia from 
1995 to 1999. He remembers 
getting to know this area and its 
community when he first moved 
here from Albuquerque.  “I had 
very little awareness of Califor-
nia until ’95. Then it was a shock 
getting into the housing market,” 
he recalls. 

Sandia has two main sites, 
the facility at Livermore and 
a larger one on Albuquerque’s 
Kirtland Air Force.  (It also has 
testing sites in Nevada and Ha-
waii.)  It’s common practice for 
the Livermore director to take 
on responsibility for a major 
Sandia-wide program. Hunter led 
the nonproliferation effort at the 
same time that he was running 
the Livermore site.

On arriving in Livermore 15 
years ago, he concluded that 
Sandia “had not been express-
ing itself in the community” 
enough, so he started a program 
to become a more active neigh-
bor.  He and his staff reached out, 
“getting to know the mayors, the 
schools, the community college, 
the chambers of commerce.”  
They set up local scholarships 
for students. 

The result was a “tremendous 
reception” in the community, 
which he remembers “vividly…. 
It was very rewarding.”

Programmatically, he says, 
the mid-‘90s were a time when 
the three defense labs (Lawrence 
Livermore and Los Alamos join 
Sandia in this group) were “sort-
ing out their post-Cold War roles” 
following decades of focus on the 
threat thought to be posed by the 
Soviet Union. 

For Sandia-Livermore, that 
meant several trends.  One was 
moving into nonproliferation 
– the effort to keep nuclear weap-
ons from spreading to new states 
and groups.  That was the effort 
that Hunter led not just at Liver-

more but Sandia-wide.  Another 
was continuing to strengthen De-
partment of Energy capabilities 
in combustion research, centered 
at Sandia-Livermore.  A third was 
modernizing the Livermore site, 
in particular razing a big World 
War II vintage building that pret-
ty much occupied the site center 
and replacing it with a modern 
computer facility, the Distributed 
Information Systems Lab.  

Hunter recalls with particular 
pride Sandia’s move into micro-
electronics, especially setting 
up a partnership with industry 
in the largest such arrangement 
in DOE.  This was a Virtual 
National Laboratory, formed by 
Sandia, Lawrence Livermore 
and Lawrence Berkeley labs in 
order to join forces with an indus-
trial consortium comprising Intel, 
Motorola, Advanced Micro- 
devices and Micron Technology. 
The goal was to develop a way to 
print finer electronic circuits on 
more powerful computer chips 
by a photographic technique us-
ing extreme ultraviolet light.

Leading that project was Rick 
Stulen, who is director of the 
Sandia-Livermore lab today.

Regarding industrial partner-
ships and work for sponsors other 
than the Department of Energy, 

Hunter feels that Sandia is well 
diversified and positioned for 
future interactions with other 
government agencies and with 
industry.  “No one has as much 
work outside DOE as we do,” 
he claims.

He says he has “high hopes” 
for the Open Campus, the Sandia-
Lawrence Livermore project to 
open some 50 acres along Green-
ville Road to routine access for 
unclassified activities like com-
mercial research, academic train-
ing and industrial partnering.

Beyond the Livermore Valley 
and the technical worlds of the 
defense labs, he thinks the nation 
benefits from the cooperative 
relationship that has grown up 
among the three big defense labs.  
Maybe because Sandia and Law-
rence Livermore share a common 
site, he sees their interactions 
as particularly strong, and he is 
proud to have played a central 
role in fostering them.

The power of harnessing 
and focusing complementary 
resources was clearly demon-
strated in DOE’s response to the 
Gulf oil spill, Hunter believes.  
He refers to this as a “strong and 
enduring relationship. When the 
country calls on us to help, we 
are there.”

 

SANDIA
(continued from page one)

model, FIRST programs make 
fun out of science and engineer-
ing.”

FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Tech-
nology) was founded by Dean 
Kamen, an entrepreneur best 
known for inventing the Segway, 
and Professor Woodie Flowers 
to get students excited about 
the “STEM” subjects—science, 
technology, engineering, and 
math. FIRST is the foundation 
for FLL as well as the Junior First 
LEGO League (JFLL), First Tech 
Challenge (FTC), and FIRST 
Robotics Challenge (FRC).

In partnership with FIRST, 
Playing@Learning is the North-
ern California facilitator of FLL, 
FTC, and JFLL. In each of the 
FIRST programs, students work 
in teams to build and program 
robots to perform simple tasks. 
Each program has a different age 
range: JFLL for 6-9 year olds; 
FLL for 9-14 year olds; FTC and 
FRC for 14-18 year olds.

The demands of each pro-
gram also are different—in FLL, 
participants work with a special 
LEGO Mindstorms NXT kit 
that includes NXT software 
for simple drag-and-drop pro-
gramming. In FTC, participants 
design, build, and program their 
robots from a standard kit of parts 
that includes DC drive motors, 
servo motors, metal gears, the 
NXT controller, and metal—no 
LEGOS involved. 

The FIRST programs are 
structured around an annual chal-
lenge in which teams program 
their robots to complete a series 
of pre-designed tasks at tourna-
ments and present a research 
project. This year’s FLL theme 

is “Body Forward: Engineering 
Meets Medicine.” The details of 
the challenge will be announced 
on Sept. 3, giving teams about 
two months to prepare for the re-
gional tournaments in November. 
The details of the FTC challenge 
will be available on Sept. 11. 

“The tournament is just a 
deadline,” explains Wilker. “It’s 
not about the competition, or 
even the robot. The tournament 
is an excuse to celebrate what the 
team has accomplished.”

FLL teams can have 4 to 10 
participants. Wilker recommends 
no more than six. Having the par-
ticipants close in age also helps. 
An adult must coach the team, 
but prior knowledge of engineer-
ing, robotics, or even LEGOs is 
not necessary. “Sometimes a less 
experienced coach is better for 
the team,” she said. “It means 
the kids and coach have to learn 
together, rather than a coach do-
ing too much.”

Getting started in FLL costs 
about $800;  the cost is for the 
LEGO Mindstorms kit. Also 
required are a laptop computer 
and 4 foot by 8 foot game surface. 
FTC has a startup cost of about 
$1,800. 

Wilker and Edelman became 
involved in FLL in 2002, because 
their son, in seventh grade at the 
time, was a LEGO fanatic. After 
learning that there was no organi-
zation helping to facilitate FLL in 
northern California, they founded 
Playing@Learning, a nonprofit 
organization. Last year, 4,000 
students participated in FLL in 
the Bay Area. 

“We absolutely think the 
Tri-Valley area is under-repre-
sented in FLL,” says Wilker. 
“The number one reason is that 

people just haven’t heard of these 
programs.”

Once the Tri-Valley has 12 
FLL teams the area can host a 
qualifier tournament (the same 
holds true for FTC). “We find 
that with a tournament, the rate 
of team growth really accelerates. 
One of the limitations to new 
teams tends to be the adults who 
want to ‘see’ or volunteer at the 
event before signing up to par-
ticipate the following year,” says 
Wilker. “I’d love to see a regional 
tournament in the East Bay.”

Livermore should gain a few 
new FLL teams this year. The 
Parent Teacher Organization at 
Our Savior Lutheran, where the 
Jacqueline and Annemarie attend 
school, has already committed its 
support for an FLL team this year. 
Elizabeth Brice, development 
director at Valley Montessori, 
just sent out an email to the upper 
elementary and middle school 
parents at her school to gauge 
interest in starting a team. 

Michelle Fitts, middle school 
technology teacher at the Liver-
more Valley Charter School, is 
planning to start an after-school 
robotics club this year. “I don’t 
know if we’ll participate in the 
tournament this year. It all de-
pends on the level of interest,” 
she says.

Playing@Learning has sev-
eral grants available for new 
FTC teams in the Tri-Valley area. 
Contact Playing@Learning at 
info@playingatlearning.org or 
(510) 656-8664.

For more information, visit 
www.norcalfll.org (Northern 
California FLL); www.norcalftc.
org (Northern California FTC); 
www.usfirst.org (FIRST); and 
www.playingatlearning.org 
(Playing@Learning). 

 

ROBOTICS
(continued from page one)

The union representing 
locked-out Castlewood Country 
Club hospitality employees pick-
eted the country club on Aug. 9 
prior to a fund-raising luncheon 
being held by David Harmer, 
candidate for the 11th District 
Congressional seat held by Rep. 
Jerry McNerney.

The luncheon listed tickets 
for $250 donations, and also for 
$2400, which included a photo 
taken with Texas Rep. Pete Ses-
sions, who is trying to help Re-
publicans regain a majority in the 
House of Representatives.

The employees have been 
locked out of their jobs since Feb. 
25. Their union, United Here Lo-
cal 2850, organized the action.

A spokesperson of the union 
said the line was to advise Harm-
er about the labor dispute, and 

Harmer Crosses Union Picket to Luncheon
ask him not to cross it.

Harmer did cross the line, and 
the luncheon was held. A spokes-
man for Harmer did not return 
calls for comment. However, a 
source close to his campaign, but 
not authorized to speak on Harm-
er’s behalf, said that it appeared 
that the Harmer campaign was 
not aware of the labor dispute 
until the day of the event.

The union said in a press 
release that Castlewood  has 
spent $337,000 so far on the 
labor dispute. That includes 
$35,000 in lost margin on events. 
Castlewood is a non-profit. “Lost 
margin” would be a profit above 
expenses in business.

Sam Singer, who heads a 
public relations firm in San 
Francisco, has been retained 
as Castlewood management’s 
representative. Singer told The 

Independent that he tried to 
reach Castlewood manager Jerry 
Olson, but was unable to do so. 
“I can’t confirm or deny” the in-
formation provided by the union, 
said Singer.

Several organizations have 
canceled functions at Castle-
wood. Workers who were locked 
out have appealed to groups not 
to take their business to Castle-
wood, until there is a resolution 
of the dispute.

There have been periodic 
meetings between the two sides 
in the dispute. One may occur 
this week, said Nischit Hegde, 
a union representative. Singer 
could not confirm that informa-
tion, but said there have been 
periodic talks. Hegde said the 
union would like to hold ongo-
ing talks.
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Pleasanton Heat Shines at 
National Championships

The Pleasanton Heat won 13 medals 
at the US National Junior Olympic Track 
Championships held recently in Sacramento. 
The Heat won more distance medals than 
any other team in the United States and set 
four new Northern California records in the 
process. Three athletes won All American 
honors. 

Parker Deuel led the team with three 
medals and two records. Deuel placed 2nd 
in the 2000m steeple chase with a record 

time of 6:14.23 and was fourth in the 1500m 
with a record time of 4:04.01. He teamed 
with Theo Carter, Sameer Patel, and Cody 
Mayer to place 5th in the 4 x 800 relay with 
a time of 8:30.18. Carter placed 10th in the 
800m with a personal best 2:00.06. 

Ben Zaeske (age 12) and Leo Skellenger 
(age 12) both placed in the 1500m with 
Zaeske setting a new Northern California 
record of 4:39.42. Both Zaeske and Skel-
lenger ran the equivalent of sub 5 minute 
miles as 6th graders. Annaka Green (age 
12) earned All American honors in both 
the 1500m where she placed 6th in a time 

of 5:06.35 and in the 3000m where she ran 
10:50.75, placing 4th. Natalie Dimits (age 
15) set a new Northern California record in 
the 2000m Steeple Chase, placing 3rd in a 
time of 7:23.55. 

The sprint teams set new team records 
in the relays. In the 13-14 age group, Ryan 
May, Nick Hasjim, Eugene Chen and Mi-
chael White had perfect handoff enroute to 
a 48.23. They teamed up again in the 4 x 400 
with Blair Hurlock replacing Chen, running 
3:53.12. Hasjim joined Peter Schlachte, 
Jonas Harmer and Zach Hernandez in the 4 
x 800 relay, placing 5th in their heat with a 
time of 9:54.85. Hurlock (age 14) won an 
individual medal in the 1500, placing 8th in 
4:22.72, which is the equivalent of a 4:39 
mile. Sophie Hartley (age 14) placed 6th in 
the 3000m with 10:22.57 and ran the 1500m 
in 4:44.07. Hartley will enter high school 
in the fall and will be a favorite to win the 
EBAL cross country title. The older boys 

set a new team record in the 4 x 400 in the 
15-16 age group. Deuel and Carter, teamed 
with Jeffrey Chen and Addie Olayomi to 
run 3:33.86. 

Oliver Lange ran a personal best 16:21 
for 5000m. Alex Ott (age 15) ran 9:20.94 in 
the 3000m, placing 12th. Ott's time converts 
to 9:58 for 3200, ranking him as one of the 
best freshmen distance runners in the state. 
Right on Ott's heels was 8th grader Gabe 
Arias-Sheridan running 9:22.48 and Nolan 
Petersen running 9:27.02. Arias-Sheridan 
and Petersen were key members of the 
Pleasanton Heat's cross country team that 
won the Youth National Championships last 
December in Reno, NV.

Granada Golfer Wins 
Two Tournaments 

Granada High School senior Kenny 

Maroney completed an outstanding week 
in junior golf competition. Fueled by his -1 
under par 71 first round, Maroney captured 
the Overall Boys Championship by one 
stroke over Will Cross of Hollister in the 
two day JGANC Les Schwab Chico Junior 
Classic held at the Butte Creek Country Club 
and Butte Creek G.C. in Chico, CA. 

Not satisfied with one victory, the 
Granada High School stand-out shot his 
competitive career low round -4 under 
par 68 on route to his one shot victory and 
capturing the Overall Boys Championship 
in the JGANC Micke Grove Junior Classic 
in Lodi, CA against an elite field of some of 
the best Northern California junior golfers. 
Also included in this outstanding week long 
effort was a 5th place showing at the JGANC 
Rancho Murrieta Junior Classic in Rancho 
Murieta, CA. 

Maroney steps up next against the college 
and adult amateur players as he qualified for, 
and will compete in, the NCGA Amateur 
Match Play Championship being held at 
Spyglass Hill, Monterey, CA. 

 

Pleasanton Rage
The Pleasanton Rage U14 Premier 

Girls soccer team won 1st Place at their first 
tournament of the season - the two-day Junior 

College Showcase in Pleasanton.  The team 
fought hard in the three games leading up 
to the finals. The team’s first game against 
Orchard Valley Chaos 96G was a nail biter 
to the very end.  Both teams battled hard for 
a win but the game resulted in a 0-0 final 
score leaving the Pleasanton team hungry 
for a win and ready to battle their second 
opponent, Tualatin Hills USC Mercury.  
From the very beginning the Pleasanton 
girls out-matched the Oregon team with ball 
control and passing skills allowing the U14 
Premier team to retain possession for most 
of the game and defeating the other team 2-1.  
On Sunday morning, the Rage team showed 
up for their third game determined for another 
win and ended up annihilating the Concord 
team, Diablo FC 96 Blue.  While the Rage 
defense was keeping the Diablo FC team 
from scoring, the Rage offense went on to 
net 5 goals for a final 5-0 victory giving the 
Pleasanton team a place in the finals.   The 
Championship game against Marin FC 97 
Blue proved to be an even match-up and 
no goals from either team at halftime. That 
all changed in the second half as the Rage 
teamwork was successful in capturing the 
first goal of the game.  Marin fought back 
with a vengeance to even the score with 
the entire Rage team feeling the pressure 
to keep their lead.  But with minutes left in 

Natalie Dimits competes in the 2000m Steeple Chase.   

Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club U13 select team got off 
to a good start  by winning the Magic Cup III at Morgan Hill for 
the second straight year.  It was a complete team effort as the 
forwards were explosive to  the goal, midfielders maintained 
excellent possession and distributed the ball with accuracy, 
and the defense was tenacious in stopping their opponent. The 
result was a 4-0 record, and team scored 17 goals and held their 
opponents to 4 goals during the weekend.  Pictured are (front row, 
left to right) Justin Brandt, Julian Dessouky, Ayush Sangari, Miles 
Colwell, Bryce Veit, Sebby Perry, Robert Ota, and Zachary Stubbs; 
(top row) Coach Craig Colwell, Jake Marchi, Ethan Bennett, Sahil 
Patel, Jake Foehner, Jamal Dessouky, Alec Baldus, Jonathan 
Dorneau, and Coach Bert Wilkinson.

Pictured are members or the Pleasanton Rage U14 Premier 
Girls soccer team (back row, left to right) Coach Walter Pratte, 
Olivia Cotton, Jessica Landas, Radhika Balagopal, Rana Koussa, 
Briana Marquez; (middle row) Mackenzie Mills, Janelle Richmond-
Buccola, Kendyll Woolsey, Madison Mills, Sydney Smith; (front 
row) Kimmy Beiler, Preethika Rajsekar, Milan Moses, Kiana 
Rastrou, Aimee Ryan, and Kaidyn McClure.
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the game Pleasanton scored a second goal 
securing a win and 1st place victory for the 
U14 Pleasanton Premier team. 

Pleasanton Rage U14 AC Division 4, 
Sonoma County Alliance 2: Needing a win 
to advance to the semi-finals, the Rage found 
their scoring touch. Jackie Gilbert and Ken-
dall Morrissey scored in the first half and the 
Rage jumped out to a 2-0 lead. The Alliance 
weren't going down without fight and added 
two goals of their own to tie the game 2-2 in 
the second half. Rage immediately responded 
as Myranda Marzocco scored and Kendall 
Morrissey added her second goal to ensure 
the 4-2 Rage win. Defensively, Ally Nickel, 
Katrina Zhu, and goalies Maddie Aston and 
Raquel Nino turned in strong performances. 
Top Offensive Players: Kendall Morrissey, 
Jackie Gilbert, Myranda Marzocco; Top 
Defensive Players: Ally Nickel, Katrina Zhu, 
Maddie Aston, Raquel Nino.

Pleasanton Ballistic
The Pleasanton Ballistic United U19 

Select boys kicked off the 2010 season at 
the  Folsom Cup Classic in Folsom, CA.  
The Pleasanton side performed well winning 
their first two group games by scores of 2-0 
and 3-0 over Fair Oaks Fury and Folsom 
Renegades.  In game 3 of group play Ballistic 
(2 wins, 0 losses) faced Redding Kaos (2 
wins, 0 losses).  Both sides played an evenly 
matched wide open game.  Ballistic was able 
to create several quality scoring opportunities 
but were plagued by poor finishing.  With 8 
minutes left in the game Redding was able to 
capitalize from a throw in with their striker 
beating the Pleasanton keeper for the games 
winning goal.  

With the loss Ballistic advanced to the 
consolation game against the Rocklin Rap-
tors.  Again the Pleasanton team created 
scoring opportunities but could not put the 
ball into the net.  Rocklin was able to finish 
a rebound for the games only goal.  With 
the loss Ballistic finished the weekend 4th 
of 8 teams.

Standout performances were turned in 
by Johnny Ramirez (1 assist), Alex Caravan 
(1 goal, 1 assist), Luis Castillo (1 goal, 1 as-
sist), goal keeper's Josh Cho and (1 shutout), 
Lukas Moses (1 shutout), Brodie Roberts (1 
assist), and Suhau Kuo (2 assists).  The fine 
efforts in the back by Kellen Crow, Suchi 
Kuo,Steven Gilbert, Chris Franzella, and 
Jason Teague along with goal keepers Cho 
and Moses allowed only 2 goals in 4 games. 
Top Offensive Players: Luis Castillo, Alex 
Caravan, Suhau Kuo; Top Defensive Players: 
Kellen Crow, Suchi Kuo, Josh Cho.

Livermore Fusion
The Livermore Fusion Black U15 girls 

competed in the Sacramento Suntan tourna-
ment. The Fusion played a strong first game 
against the Inter Rage Academy Impact. The 
defense, led by Sarah Franklin, Ryley Lan-
dreth and Mickele Schmitt, cleared several 
deep balls despite several rushes into the Fu-
sion zone in the first half. The Impact finally 
broke through early in the second half with a 
goal and added another thirteen minutes later 
to go up 2-0. Livermore managed to stay in 
the game as keeper Savannah Winters made 
a couple of solid saves. With eight minutes 
remaining, defender Sarah Wilkinson made a 
long run down the left side to force a corner 
kick. Wilkinson then placed a perfect ball 
which was headed in by Elise Falgout to cut 
the lead to 2-1. Livermore dominated the rest 
of the match but could not score the equalizer 
as the Impact held on for a 2-1 win.

In the second game versus the San Juan 
Spirits, the Fusion opened with some strong 
offensive play from Jenna Hatch and Alison 
Pierson and closed the half with a couple of 
hard rushes from Haleigh Atkinson but San 
Juan held. Four minutes into the second 
half, Mady Souza took a pass from Ryley 
Landreth and drilled a long shot into the 
goal for a 1-0 lead. Livermore stifled San 
Juan's short passing game the rest of the 
way as Krystal Hill and Alyssa Stevenson 
worked hard for possession and pushed the 
ball into the Spirits zone. The Fusion finished 
with a 1-0 victory.

In the final game against the Davis 
Legacy, both teams played a wide open game 
with many scoring chances. Davis struck 
first in the 4th minute but Livermore tied it 
in the 13th minute when Sarah Wilkinson's 
corner kick into the box was played back to 
her by Elyse Codiroli. Wilkinson then found 
the net from the right angle to tie the game. 
With five minutes to go in the half, Elise 
Falgout slipped through the Legacy defense 
on scored on a break-away to put the Fusion 
up 2-1. But a minute later, Davis countered 
with a deflected free kick to even the game 

at 2. The back and forth play continued in 
the second half as Mariajose Chacon not 
only played solid defense, but supported 
well and nearly scored when she hit the right 
post. With eight minutes remaining, Jenna 
Hatch forced a corner and the combination of 
Wilkinson and Falgout worked again on the 
ensuing corner as Falgout bodied in another 
well-placed kick to give Livermore the lead 
3-2. With only a couple minutes remaining, 
Davis evened the game at 3 and sent the 
match to penalty kicks. Beth McCall scored 
the only PK for Livermore and the Legacy 
placed a couple of unstoppable shots to win 
the game on penalty kicks.

All Valley Divers
Thirteen divers from All Valley Div-

ers competed at the Sherman Fun Meet in 
Lafayette on August 7. 

Results:
Future Champions - combination of skills 

and dives: Lauren Leone, 1st 1 meter 138.80; 
Annemarie Hancock, 2nd 1 meter, 128.10; 
Megan Hebert, 3rd (first meet) 1 meter, 
116.70; Christopher Guidi, 2nd 1 meter, 
104.50; Darby Culver, 3rd 1 meter 99.80.

Junior Olympic – All dives: Jaydin 
Briggs, 9 under, 1st 1 meter (5 dives), 93.5.50; 
Isabelle Norton, 10-11, 3rd 1 meter (6 dives), 
133.90; Natasha Sondeno, 12-13, 2nd 1 meter 
(7 dives) 227.50' Haley Brott, 14-15, 2nd 1 
meter (8 dives), 254.90; Lottie Goddard, 
14-15, 1 meter (8 dives) 220.40.

Jr. Golfers Compete
Three junior golfers from The First Tee 

of Tri-Valley have been selected to play in 
the Home Care & Hospice First Tee Open at 
Pebble Beach, an official Champions Tour 
event that will be held September 3-5 during 
Labor Day weekend and televised nationally 
on Golf Channel.

Natalie Bodnar, age 16, of Pleasanton has 
been playing golf for 11 years and returns 
to this tournament for the second year. She 
attends Amador Valley High School and 
carries a handicap of 3.1. She has been a 
member of The First Tee since 2005 and is 
a model participant as well as a mentor to 
younger members at her Chapter.

Kortnie Maxoutopoulis, age 17, also of 
Pleasanton has been playing golf for 10 years 
and returns to this tournament for a second 
time. She played in the event in 2008. She 
attends Foothill High School and carries a 
handicap of 0.9. She has been a member of 
The First Tee since 2005 and is a member 
of the Junior Golf Association of Northern 
California.

Victoria Leon, age 16, attends Deer Val-
ley High School and has been playing golf 
for five years with a 4.1 handicap. She has 
been a member of The First Tee since 2005 
and is very active at her Chapter. She is a 
member of her varsity golf team and dreams 
of becoming a neurosurgeon one day.

“The opportunity these young people will 
receive by participating in the tournament 
will be something they remember for life,” 
said Joe Louis Barrow, Jr., CEO of The First 
Tee. “The participants selected have proven 
themselves on the golf course and through 
demonstrating their understanding of The 
First Tee Nine Core Values and life skills 
they have learned at their Chapters."

The Home Care & Hospice First Tee 
Open at Pebble Beach will air on Golf Chan-

nel Friday and Saturday, September 3-4 from 
6:30-8:30 pm ET and 7:00-9:30 pm ET on 
Sunday, September 5. 

To learn more about the Home Care & 
Hospice First Tee Open at Pebble Beach, visit 
www.thefirsttee.org or www.thefirstteeopen.
com. You can also follow the Home Care & 
Hospice First Tee Open at Pebble Beach blog 
www.tftopenpebblebeach.wordpress.com.

The First Tee (www.thefirsttee.org) is 
an initiative of the World Golf Foundation, 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in 
St. Augustine, Fla. at World Golf Village, 
home of the World Golf Hall of Fame. Its 
mission is to impact the lives of young 
people by providing learning facilities and 
educational programs that promote charac-
ter development and life-enhancing values 
through the game of golf. Since its inception 
in 1997, The First Tee has introduced the 
game of golf and its values to more than 
3.5 million participants in 50 states, 3,500 
elementary schools and four international 
locations - Canada, Ireland, New Zealand 
and Singapore. 

CYO Basketball
St. Michael/St. Charles CYO Bas-

ketball is now accepting registration for 
the 2010/2011 season. Register on-line 
at www.smsccyo.org for player's 1st-8th 
grade, coaches and referees. Sign-ups on-
line conclude August 22nd. Try-outs will 
be held August 30th to September 2nd and 
September 7th to September 11th. Please 
check the SMSC CYO website at www.
smsccyo.org for the try-out schedule. Visit 
the website for more information or email 
cyoregistration@yahoo.com. Open to Liver-
more residents. 

Swim Programs
The Pleasanton Seahawks' Fall Swim/

Varsity Conditioning sessions start Sept. 7 
and run to Dec. 31. Both swim programs 
feature professional coaches, individual 
instruction, daily pool time (daily attendance 
not mandatory), and regular (optional) USA 
Swimming swim meets. For the ninth year 
in a row the Seahawks have been recognized 
as one of the top 75 USA Swimming teams 
in the nation. Swimmers of all abilities are 
welcome. Fall swim does not affect summer 
league eligibility. USA Swimming regis-
tration is included. For more information 
regarding Fall Swim/Varsity Conditioning 
with the Pleasanton Seahawks please email 
recruiting@pleasantonseahawks.org.

Baseball Players
A 9 and 10 year old tournament baseball 

team is forming. Interested players are invited 
to call Nick at 200-2140.

Golf Tournament
Since 1991, Surtec Adopt-A-Family, 

Inc., a 501C3 non-profit charitable orga-
nization, has provided food and personally 
selected Christmas gifts to more than 4,570 
families with 13,125 children through its 
program.

Adopt-A-Family founder Bill Fields 
commented “This project has continued 
to grow each year with volunteer help and 
funds raised from our Annual Golf Classic. 
Our goal for the 2010 program is to provide 
food for 350 families and gifts for their more 
than 950 children, in three counties”.

Fields is inviting residents and compa-
nies in the community to participate in the 
14th Annual Adopt-A-Family Golf Classic on 
Saturday, September 25, at Sunol Golf Course 
on Highway 680 in Sunol. A light lunch 
mid-day, and a dinner banquet following 
the tournament are included in the cost. This 
event is the primary source of funding for the 
Surtec Adopt-A-Family program.

The average cost to complete the Adopt-
A-Family Program each year is approxi-
mately $70,000. No administrative costs are 
taken from the program, all of the help is on 
a volunteer basis and all funds and goods go 
directly to the needy families.

Two years ago the program was expanded 
to also include the Thanksgiving holiday, by 
providing a large box of food and a grocers 
gift certificate, for the meat of their choice, 
to over 320 families with children, for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

To donate or sign-up for the Golf Clas-
sic or for more information, please contact 
Cheryl Sanders at 209-820-3700.

Surtec, Inc., http://www.surtecsystem.

com founded in 1975, specializes in develop-
ing, manufacturing and distributing cleaning 
and coating products, as well as equipment 
used primarily in building maintenance and 
many other cleaning applications. Their 
clients include many major grocery and 
drug store chains, major airlines and transit 
districts, corrugators, printers and concrete 
sealing contractors.

Charity Golf Tourney
Registrations are now being accepted for 

the 4th annual Mason-McDuffie Mortgage 
Charity Golf Tournament Oct. 11 at the 
Castlewood Country Club’s valley course.

Proceeds from the tournament will 
benefit the Huntington Disease Society of 
America and the Contra Costa Association 
of Realtors Scholarship Foundation. In the 
first three years of the tournament, Mason-
McDuffie and its associates have raised more 
than $40,000 for research on Huntington’s 
disease and breast cancer. Huntington’s 
disease is a genetic disease passed from a 
parent to a child in which certain nerves in the 
brain degenerate. There is no known cure, but 
the society is funding research seeking both 
better treatments and an eventual cure.

Mason-McDuffie chose the Huntington’s 
society after some of the associates passed 
along information about a friend who had 
the disease. The Contra Costa realtor’s 
scholarship is designed for a college student 
who has been enrolled a major in college 
that could lead to a career in real estate. A 
grade-point-average of 3.0 is required to 
apply for the scholarship. The benefit golf 
tournament will feature a barbeque lunch, 

Livermore Fusion Storm won the championship in the Girls 
U9 division of the Novato Classic soccer tournament over the 
weekend. In the final match, Storm overcame an early 1-0 deficit 
to win 3-1 over a tough Union City team with a hat trick from 
Claire March and an unrelenting offensive attack from Kaleigh 
Castillo, Jillian Collom, Ally Cooper, Gracie Dupuis, Alivia and 
Leila Ganz, and Isabella La Rosa. In all, eight Storm players 
contributed goals to the team's success over the course of 
the tournament. Storm's defense gave up only three goals in 
five games to keep their team undefeated, with impressive 
showings from Justynne Thomas and Jordan Goodwin and 
saves by goalkeepers Eliana Eme and Carlie Spruiell. Pictured 
are Coach Bret Dupuis and Coach Tony La Rosa; (back row, 
left to right) Jordan Goodwin, Gracie Dupuis, Isabella La Rosa, 
Ally Cooper, Justynne Thomas and Claire March; (front row) 
Alivia Ganz, Jillian Collom, Eliana Eme, Carlie Spruiell, Kaleigh 
Castillo and Leila Ganz.

The Livermore Fusion SC 98 Boys Maroon team placed second 
in the Santa Cruz Breakers Cup.  The team went 3-0 to win their 
bracket and lost by only one goal in the championship game.   
Pictured are (back row, left to right): Coach Dan Campbell, Brian 
Zarate, Kevin Garcia, Benny Sanchez, TJ Dayak, Dillon Eng, Ryan 
Marta, Coach Dan Dremalas, Brandon Salgado, Jacob Dremalas, 
Grant Riddiough, Grayson Pringle; (front row) Youki Chiba, Ben 
Dupuis, Trevor Campbell, Jason Campbell, Andrew Preece, Nick 
Ratinho, Jack Walker & Coach Dave Mahabali.

Pleasanton Rage U13 AC White captured second place at 
the Suntan Classic in Sacramento.  There was an early game 
on Saturday. Rage   beat Livermore 5-1.  They were able to 
rest a bit to be ready to play a tough Elk Grove team in the 
afternoon. The team continued to sustain their energy and 
finished Saturday with a 0-0 tie against Elk Grove.  Sunday 
afternoon they beat  Fair Oaks  3-1 and at their evening game, 
they tied Sacramento United 1-1  in a very physical weekend.  
They came out of the weekend with two wins and two ties and 
a second place trophy.  

  

Kenny Maroney shows off his trophies. For the story, see sports 
notes.

an 18-hole scramble tournament followed 
by a dinner with an auction.

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. with a 
shotgun start set for noon on Monday, Oct. 
11. Registration before Sept. 1 is $175 per 
player. Registration after Sept. 1 is $195 
per person. 

For information or to register, please 
see www.masonmcduffiemortgage.com or 
contact tournament chairman Kaveh Sartipi 
at ksartipi@sartipi.com or 925-708-7178. 

Bowling News
Al Motley from the Getaway Fours 

League bowled 172 pins over average with 
games of 223-201-201 ending the night with a 
625 series at the Granada Bowl in Livermore. 
Sandra Sassen, in the Summer Fun Time 
League, scored a 216 game (93 pins over). 
Curtis Agness, in the Generation Gap League, 
turned in a 248 game (92 pins over).

George Rossi, in the Getaway Four 
League, rolled games of 189-158-166 for 

a 513 series (126 pins over), Dave Moore a 
237, Kalen Kirven a 212, and Flori Ryall a 
200 game. Norm Anderson, in the Summer 
Fun Time League, rolled a nice 258 game, 
Bernadette Simmons a 213, Janelle Carey 
202, and David Simecek 187. In the Practice 
League, Gloria George rolled a 208 game. 
Mike Collins, in the Family Affair League, 
rolled a 224 game. James Seltmann, in Gene's 
Pro Shop Championship Trios League, rolled 
a nice 279 game, Ken DiBattista a 274, Mike 
Stephenson 267, Jimmy Griffin 248, Mike 
Hill 243 and Joe Dimaggio 242.

Senior Bowler Jim McQuaid, in the 
Monday Primetimers League, bowled a 
very nice 238 game, Dick Greene a 213 
and Richard Alameida 201. Jim Harvey, in 
the Sirs & Sirettes League, recorded a 245 
game and Rich Baguioa 237. Norv Parker, in 
the Donna's Mixers League, bowled a very 
nice 205 game.

Youth Bowler Jeoffrey Anderson, in the 
Family Affair League, rolled a 233 game and 
Cody Cakebread a 210 game.
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help from several interested 
Livermore residents, including 
Tim Sage, a 64-year-old Sandia 
retiree. Strube has lived around 
Model A’s much of his life, 
because it was his father’s inter-
est, too.

Also donating plenty of labor 
have been Ivan Miller, a retired 
LLNL machinist, and Phil How-
ard, a machinist who lives in 
Pleasanton.

Strube stated, “A lot of friends 
will be at Salt Lake from Liver-
more, about 20 of us, friends of 
Tim and I, to watch us race.” His 
wife, Kate, and sons Nathan, 12, 
and Calvin, 9, will be there. He 
expects another 100 or so people 
that he knows from hot rodding 
and car building to also be on 
hand.

Next week is one of only three 
or four in which the flats are open 
for racing. There will be approxi-
mately 500 entries that will run 
at least one or more days during 
the week.

The runs are all single, with no 
competitor except the speedome-
ter. Although the Bonneville Salt 
Flats are world-famous, appear-
ing there is not very expensive. 
The user fee for a week is $500. 
Work of many volunteers helps 
keep the cost down.

Most drivers are like Strube, 
in that they are not going for a 
world record, but just want to 
build a car, and see how fast it 
will go.

The fastest time turned in at 
Bonneville has been from a tur-
bojet racer that traveled 572 mph 
in 1965. However, its wheels 
were driven by the rocket’s 
propulsion itself; the engine did 
not drive the wheels directly, as 
piston engines have done.

A turbofan car set the world 
speed record of 760 mph at Black 

Rock desert in northern Nevada. 
It created a sonic boom.

Strube should be able to han-
dle his considerably slower drive 
at Bonneville, because of his 
drag strip experience in hot rods. 
The seat has been custom made 
for him out of carbon fiber for 
strength and lightness.

The seat should be good. It 
took Roger Griffith 200 hours to 
build it. Strube said that the labor 
was donated by Reza Gohary’s 
Livermore shop, Pro Fiberglass. 
NASCAR specifications were 
used for comfort and safety.

Despite the comfortable seat 
and custom suspension, driving 
the car on the granulated salt flats 

will be a formidable task. Strube 
said that driving at Bonneville 
was described to him as “trying 
to tow a trailer at 100 mph in 
the rain.”

The first record at Bonneville 
was set in December 1898, in a 
French electric car that traveled 
39 mph. The same driver returned 
with the same car one month later 
and boosted the record 43 mph.

There were fast cars in the 
old days. In 1909, Fred Marriott 
drive a Stanley Steamer 126 mph. 
That record for a steam car stood 
until last year, when Charles Bur-
nett drove 139 mph at Edwards 
Air Force Base.

CUSTOM LOOK HARKS
BACK TO 1950’S

Strube’s car has a Model T 
roadster body, which is stock 
from the windshield to the rear 
end. He changed the front end to 
a look popular in the 1950s for 
customizing old Model T’s.

The chassis has been modi-
fied to endure 120 mph or more. 
Strube did virtually all of the steel 
tubing work himself.

The engine comes from Eng-
land. It’s a loaner from Clark De-
vey of London, who came over 
to see it installed and make the 
Bonneville run. Later, Devey will 
take the engine back to England. 
He has a one- year certificate that 
allows him to do it, without hav-

ing to pay any duty. After Devey 
goes, Strube will be looking 
around for another engine.

Strube got together with De-
vey on the internet on a hot rod 
enthusiasts’ web page. Devey is a 
big backer of Model A’s. He has 
been running the engine in drag 
race cars there. He picked up the 
hobby from his father.

Strube also has old Fords in 
his blood. When he was growing 
up in Modesto, his father restored 
them. As he grew up, he got into 
driving Fords in quarter-mile 
drag races, reaching speeds as 
high as 130 mph.

“The big thrill for me is the 
sense of accomplishment in 
building the car. I like building 
something with a lot of detail in 
it. I can use my problem-solving 
skills,” said Strube.

With salt mining continuing in 
the big salt pan east of Great Salt 
Lake, the salt flats are diminish-
ing. A preservation group was 
started, and is calling for saving 
the salt flats.

Strube will have a souvenir of 
the salt flats to take home with 
him. As he drives at top speed, 
wheels will pelt the car with salt. 
When he gets back, Strube and 
his crew will have to take apart 
every component, and clean out 
the salt. “Otherwise, it will rust,” 
he said.

DREAM CAR
(continued from page one)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Calvin Strube, Sam Strube and Tim Sage (from left) check out the some of the details on the 

POOCHES PARADE 
IN PLEASANTON

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Pooches on parade ranged from (starting at top) a dog wearing 
a striped t-shirt, to another who was decorated to look like a 
windup toy, and another who looked ready to go out on the town. 
The 13th Annual Pooch Parade was held last Wednesday,  in 
downtown Pleasanton. This event was held in conjunction with 
the “1st Wednesday Street Party” sponsored by the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association. All of the proceeds from the parade 
benefit the Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Raisers.  

An innovation that can help 
scientists observe a reaction 
moving at greater than 10 meters 
per second, with a few nano-
meters spatial resolution, is a 
feat some would say is nearly 
impossible.

But not the Lawrence Liver-
more team of scientists who 
developed the dynamic trans-
mission electron microscope 
(DTEM).

DTEM’s ability to let re-
searchers peer into the heart of 
scientific phenomena while it’s 
happening has earned it one 
of the 10 winning microscopy 
innovations in the 2010 Micros-
copy Today Innovation Award 
competition.

Microscopy Today’s MT-10 
Awards recognize the best new 
products and methods across the 
entire field of microscopy. Five of 
the awards are primarily related 
to the life sciences and five are re-
lated to the physical sciences. In 
each of these areas, there may be 
interesting new developments in 
light microscopy, scanning probe 
microscopy, electron microscopy, 
ion microscopy, acoustic micros-
copy, microanalysis, specimen 
preparation, etc. These awards 
honor the best developments in 
microscopy from the previous 
calendar year.

The award was given to the 
team at the 2010 Microscopy & 
Microanalysis meeting held Aug. 
1-5 in Portland, OR. Descrip-
tions of the winning products 
and methods will be published 
in the print and digital editions 
of the September 2010 issue of 
Microscopy Today.

Unlike traditional transmis-
sion electron microscopes that 
are generally restricted to captur-
ing images before and after some 
rapid transformation (such as a 
material deforming or the growth 
of a nanowire), the DTEM cap-
tures images during the process 
itself. DTEM goes beyond mere-
ly revealing that a transformation 
has happened; it provides crucial 
details of how, when and where 
it happened. For example, while 
a conventional electron micro-
scope can produce static images 
of viruses before and after they 
have attacked cells, the DTEM 
could potentially capture a virus 
in the process of joining to a 
membrane and releasing its ge-
netic material in a rapid sequence 
of short-exposure images.

The DTEM is able to take 
snapshots of the dynamics that 
occur in samples of material 
under strenuous conditions - ex-

treme temperature, applied pres-
sure, surface corrosion - creating 
a visual record of microstructural 
features as they rapidly evolve.

It combines all of the powerful 
techniques of the standard TEM 
with nanosecond time resolution 
for capturing dynamic processes 
while they occur with single-shot 
measurements. (The term “single 
shot” means the gathering of the 
required data, diffraction pattern 
or image, using only one bunch 
of electrons.)

The Livermore microscope 
already has produced new lev-
els of scientific understanding 
of nanostructure growth, phase 
transformations and chemical 
reactions. But this is only the 
beginning.

DTEM provides an entirely 
new way of exploring material 
processes with a range of poten-
tial applications that have just 
been undertaken.

In a recent experiment, the 
team was able to peer into the in-
ner workings of catalyst nanopar-
ticles 3,000 times smaller than 
a human hair within nanosec-
onds.

The findings point the way 
toward future work that could 
greatly improve catalyst efficien-
cy in a variety of processes that 
are crucial to the world’s energy 
security, such as petroleum catal-
ysis and catalyst-based nanoma-
terial growth for next-generation 
rechargeable batteries.

The research is funded by the 
Department of Energy’s Office of 
Science, Office of Basic Energy 
Sciences, Division of Materials 
Sciences and Engineering.

Members of the team include: 
Wayne King, Michael Arm-
strong, Nigel Browning, Geof-
frey Campbell, William DeHope, 
Judy Kim, Thomas LaGrange, 
Benjamin Pyke, Bryan Reed, 
Richard Shuttlesworth, Brent 
Stuart and former LLNL employ-
ees J. Bradley Pesavento Mitra 
Taheri and Benjamin Torralva.

Lab Research Gains Recognition
In the 2010 Microscopy Today 
Innovation Award Competition 
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The Citizens Watchdog Com-
mittee (CWC) of the Alameda 
County Transportation Improve-
ment Authority (ACTIA) re-
leased its Eighth Annual Report 
to the Public. The report notes 
prospects and concerns for the 
future and the effect of the econ-
omy on delivery of projects and 
programs. 

The CWC report states that 
due to the economic downturn, 
the result of lower than anticipat-
ed revenues will be a cumulative 
loss of almost $1 billion, or the 
equivalent of one third of overall 
projected revenues. 

The report also states that 
audited income and expenditures 
were in compliance with specific 
caps and that no accounting con-
cerns were identified. 

Measure B, Alameda County’s 
voter-approved half-cent sales tax 
for transportation improvements, 
received $113 million in revenue 
for the 2008/2009 fiscal year, the 
focus of the Watchdog’s report. 
Audited expenditures of $107.9 
million were allocated to local 
jurisdictions, capital projects and 
administration.

ACTIA programs are particu-
larly affected by the economic 
downturn. However, the impact 
on ACTIA capital projects is less-
ened by its ability to issue bonds 
to fulfill funding commitments 
as well as significantly lower 
construction bid amounts.

In the case of programs, which 
rely on monthly allocations to all 
jurisdictions and transit operators 
in the County, any economic 
downturn can have a direct effect 
on essential services these rev-
enues fund. It can result in cuts 
to regular transit service as well 
as senior and disabled transpor-
tation services, funding of fewer 
bicycle and pedestrian safety 
projects, and delays in repairs to 
local streets and roads.

Over the past year, the CWC 
focused special attention on the 
following:

• BART Oakland Airport Con-
nector Project (regarding funding 
and project implementation after 
the extension of the full funding 
deadline to March 31, 2011)

• Telegraph Avenue Corridor 
Bus Rapid Transit (to ensure 
compliance with full funding 
requirements of the Expenditure 
Plan)

• Route 92/Clawiter – Whi-
tesell Interchange and Reliever 
Route (to ensure the project 
conforms with the Expenditure 
Plan)

• Dumbarton Rail Corridor 
(to ensure compliance with the 
full funding requirements of the 
Expenditure Plan)

• Administrative Costs at 
ACTIA (to ensure compliance 
with cost ceilings mandated by 
Measure B Expenditure Plan)

• Contracting Processes at 
ACTIA (to ensure opportunities 
are accessible to businesses in 
Alameda County)

Overall the report indicates 
that ACTIA spent $111.3 million 
during the year that ended on 
June 30, 2009, as follows:

• $40.4 million for public 
transit, including operations, 
capital investments and special 
transportation for seniors and 
disabled,

• $27.2 million for cities and 
the County to spend on local 
transportation including local 
streets and roads, and bike and 
pedestrian projects,

• $33.9 million for highway 
and street projects

• $6.4 million was for admin-
istration

A fund balance of $132.2 
million is currently committed 

The National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA) has an-
nounced a reorganization of its 
Defense Programs office aimed 
at creating a sustainable organi-
zational structure that maximizes 
NNSA’s ability to address the 
future of the nuclear weapon 
deterrent in an effective manner.  
As part of that reorganization, 
NNSA Deputy Administrator 
for Defense Programs Don Cook 
also announced the formation of 
a new Defense Programs Science 
Council that will be responsible 
for investigating and exploring 
cross-cutting science issues and 
opportunities across the nuclear 
national security enterprise.

 The new Defense Programs 
Science Council is comprised of 
representatives from each of the 
national security labs and one 
person representing the produc-
tion sites. Members of the council 
include Dr. Alan Patterson from 
Los Alamos National Labora-
tory, Dr. Greg Simonson from 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, Dr. John Maenchen 
from Sandia National Laborato-

to capital projects and program 
expenditures, including $127.1 
million from previous years, 
reserved for future capital and 
program expenditures and $5 
million designated for future 
expenditures.

The CWC Annual Report is 
available to the public on the 
ACTIA web site, http://www.
actia2022.com. 

ries, and Brenda Hunter from the 
Y-12 National Security Complex, 
who will be representing NNSA’s 
production sites on the Council.  
Dimitri Kusnezov from NNSA 
headquarters serves the chairper-
son of the council.

Deputy Administrator Cook 
commented, “Our new Sci-
ence Council affirms Defense 
Program’s focus on promoting 
the best science and technology 
across the enterprise, and the 
leadership team in place across 
our programs will ensure that 
NNSA is best positioned to 
promote and strengthen NNSA’s 
mission. I look forward to work-
ing with the talented team we 
have here at NNSA to implement 
the President’s nuclear security 
vision.”

NNSA notes that in April 
2009, President Obama articu-
lated the importance of a global 
vision in his first major address 
to scientists. Obama stated, “Sci-
ence, technology, and innovation 
proceed more rapidly and more 
cost-effectively when insights, 
costs, and risks are shared; and so 

many of the challenges that sci-
ence and technology will help us 
meet are global in character.”

 For years, NNSA and the 
Department of Energy have lev-
eraged some of the best science 
and technology in the world. 
The supercomputing capabilities 
developed to enable researchers 
to simulate nuclear explosions as 
part of the stockpile stewardship 
program have also proven valu-
able in modeling climate change, 

NNSA Creates New Defense Programs Science Council

Report Shows Lower 
Than Expected Funds

To celebrate the success, the 
Tri-Valley Community Founda-
tion and the Tri-Valley Business 
Council will host a forum on 
Thursday, September 9, 2010 
from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. The 
event will be held at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 
Palo Verde Room, at 4444 East 
Avenue, Livermore.

“This forum will allow the 
youth and businesses involved in 
the summer program to interact 
with the community,” said David 
Rice, President and CEO of the 
Tri-Valley Community Founda-
tion. “We want to encourage 
more businesses to participate in 

youth employment projects like 
this, which help young people 
develop school-to-career skills,” 
Rice added.

Participating students from 
Las Positas College  produced a 
video about the summer employ-
ment program that will be shown 
at the event. 

Officials from city and county 
governments, business leaders, 
and educators will also partici-
pate in the forum. 

Those in the community who 
want to join us are encouraged 
to RSVP by calling (925) 734-
9965.

FORUM
(continued from page one)

CAMPUS
(continued from page one)

Public Invited to Preview Campus

manager for the City of Liver-
more, says that the extension of 
Portola to North Canyons Park-
way should be complete by June 
2011. The Isabel Avenue/I-580 
interchange that will link Isabel 
to Portola should be mostly 
finished and drivable by the end 
of 2011. 

“We will have everything at 
this new site that we currently 

There will be  preview this 
Sat., Aug. 14 of the new K 
through 12 public school campus 
in Livermore, Livermore Valley 
Charter Preparatory High School 
and Livermore Valley Charter 
School. 

Festivities start at 11 a.m. 
and include fun activities for 
the entire family. There will be 
Jump Houses for the kids, Face 
Painting, a Bocce Ball Tourna-
ment, Bar-Be-Que, and more. 
There will be an opportunity 
to meet teachers, parents and 
students, tour the campuses and 
learn more about the approach 
to education. 

KKIQ will be on site from 
noon to 2 p.m. 

 To reach the campus, take 
the Airway Blvd. on I-580. The 
campus is located behind the 
Costco at North Canyon’s Park-

tracking the spread of pandemic 
diseases, and bringing new prod-
ucts and technologies to market 
faster. Research into fusion, 
developed to support stockpile 
stewardship efforts, may hold 
the potential to promote clean 
energy and to unlock the secrets 
of the stars. 

In addition to creating the 
Science Council, the reorganiza-
tion plan announced by Deputy 
Administrator Cook also includes 

the creation of six offices headed 
by Assistant Deputy Administra-
tors who will report to Cook: Dr. 
Chris Deeney, Assistant Deputy 
Administrator for Stockpile 
Stewardship; W. Steven Goo-
drum, Assistant Deputy Admin-
istrator for Stockpile Manage-
ment; Phil Niedzielski-Eichner, 
Assistant Deputy Administrator 
for Planning, Resources and In-
tegration; Jeff Harrell, Assistant 
Deputy Administrator for Secure 

Transportation; Mike Thompson, 
Assistant Deputy Administrator 
for Infrastructure and Construc-
tion; and Jim McConnell, As-
sistant Deputy Administrator for 
Nuclear Safety, Nuclear Opera-
tions, and Governance Reform.

In a departure from recent 
practice, NNSA’s Site Office 
Managers will also report directly 
to the Deputy Administrator. 

 

have at LVCS, with the potential 
to add anything else we need,” 
says Batchelor. Future plans 
include a gymnasium, perform-
ing arts auditorium, and athletic 
fields. He envisions a close part-
nership with Las Positas College 
that will include access to their 
athletic fields and concurrent 
enrollment for high school stu-
dents. 

On Saturday, August 14 from 
11 am to 2 pm, the public is in-
vited to a grand preview of the 
campus and to learn more about 
the master planning. The event 

way and Constitution Drive in 
Livermore. 

For booth sponsorship and 
more information call Bill Batch-
elor at 925-456-9000 Ext. 103, 
or email him at bbatchelor@
tvlcboard.org.

 

will include jump houses, face 
painting, a bocce ball tourna-
ment, and a barbeque. For more 
information, visit www.lvcp.
org. 
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440279
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Volume Rising, 
3275 Verde Court, Pleas-
anton Ca 94588 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Sherry Chuang, 3275 Verde 
Court, Pleasanton Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Sherry Chuang
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 30, 2010. Expires 
June 30, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2814. Publish  July  22, 
29, August 5, 12, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440653
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Little Orsi 
Daycare, 3580 Madeira Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Sulema Janet Orsi, 3580 
Madeira Way, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Sulema Janet Orsi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 14, 2010. Expires July 
14, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2816. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440942
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Delivered, 1054 
Dolores St. #17, Livermore Ca 
94550 is hereby registered by 

the following owner(s):
Christopher Palmer, 1054 
Dolores St. #17, Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Chris Palmer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 21, 2010. Expires July 
21, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2818. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440407
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Town & Country 
Cleaners, 456 West Harder 
Road, Hayward Ca 94544 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Vipa Enterprises, LLC., 4348 
Muirwood Drive, Pleasanton 
Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Vipa Hobbs
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 6, 2010. Expires July 
6, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2819. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440292
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Stop N Drop, 
1192 Apache Street, Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Andrew Barovick,  1192 
Apache St., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Andrew Barovick
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 30, 2010. Expires July 
30, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2820. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440606
The following person(s) doing 
business as:California Spray 
Tans, 326 Hillcrest Ave., 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jodie Thompson, 326 Hillcrest 
Ave., Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jodie Thompson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 12, 2010. Expires July 
12, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2821. Publish August 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441232
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Executive 
Language Services, 5414 
Maybeck Lane, Livermore Ca 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Anne Marie Amelia Etesse, 
5414 Maybeck Lane, Liver-
more Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on May 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Anne Marie Etesse
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 28, 2010. Expires July 
28, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2823. Publish  August 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440922
The following person(s) doing 
business as:UP “N Smoke 

Barbecue, 855 Polaris Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Charles Metcalf, 855 Polaris 
Way, Livermore Ca 94550, 
Jeremy King, 849 E Stanley 
Blvd #185, Livermore Ca 
94550, Cartis Ryan Stephens, 
861 Folsom Ct., Livermore 
Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability partner-
ship
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Charles Metcalf, Jeremy 
King, C.R. Stephens
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 21, 2010. Expires July 
21, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2824. Publish August 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440867-440870
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1)Fire Trucks 
4 Hire, 2)Echoing Quack, 
3)Home 4 The Day, 4)Wick-
tonvi l le Township, 1619 
Maralisa Ct., Livermore Ca 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Wicktonvi l le Fire Dept. , 
Inc.,1619 Maralisa Ct., Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on February 
14, 2006.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Paul M. George
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 21, 2010. Expires July 
21, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2825. Publish  August 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441067
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Efendi Travel, 
4646 Lakewood St., Pleas-
anton Ca 94588 is hereby 
registered by the following 

owner(s):
Ozgur Guker, 377 Santa 
Clara Ave. #210, Oakland, 
Ca 94610
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on June 21, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Ozgur Guker
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 23, 2010. Expires July 
23, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2826. Publish  August 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2010.

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of 
the GSA-Purchasing Depart-
ment, County of Alameda, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Suite 
907, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORKING/NORTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFQ #900785 
for Printing Services, Friday, 
August 20, 2010, 10:00 a.m. 
– General Services Agency, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Room 
1107, 11th Floor, Oakland, 
CA NETWORKING/SOUTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFQ #900785 
for Printing Services, Friday, 
August 20, 2010, 2:00 p.m. 
– Dublin Public Library, 200 
Civic Plaza, Program Room, 
Dublin, CA Responses Due 
by 2:00 pm on September 
10, 2010 County Contact: 
Kai Moore (510) 208-4882 
or via email: kai.moore@
acgov.org Attendance at 
Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Specifica-
tions regarding the above may 
be obtained at the Alameda 
County GSA Current Con-
tracting Opportunities Internet 
website at www.acgov.org.
8/12/10
CNS-1923071#
The Independent Legal No. 
2827. Publish August 12, 
2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are at Petsmart in Dublin 
from  1 to 4, and PetCo in San 
Ramon from 11 to 3.    Infor-
mation, call TVAR at  (925) 
803-7043 or visit our website 
at www.tvar.org.

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

6)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET?  FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara  
925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

LOST BLACK CHIHUAHUA 
Near Almond Ave. School. 

Livermore
Pink Collar no tags. 

Name Chloe
 Lost Monday 8-2-10 
Call Karen - Darrel

 925 443-7692 

AUTOMOTIVE
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

A CAR DONATION HELP-
ING SICK KIDS! Donate 
Your Car to SONGS of LOVE 
and make a sick child smile! 
Featured on NBC (TODAY 
SHOW), CNN. Tax-deduct-
ible, all vehicle conditions 
accepted. www.SongsofLove.
org 888-909-SONG (7664). 
(CAL*SCAN) 

11)AUTO SALES

WE’RE REBUILDING AMER-
ICA. Any CAR. Any Credit. 
Minimum Down Payment 
Required. CALL NOW. 800-
814-8867. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
H E R E .  C a l l  B a r b a r a  
at  925-243-8000 0R go to  
www.independentnews.
com  Pay by Credit Card  
for any Classified or Dis-
play ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 

Light housekeeping 
errands transportation 

meal prep personal care. 
Please fax resume  

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

65)ENGINEERING

Sr Design Engr on LED 
products. MSEE. 1 yr exp. 
Mail: Job GC01 to Bridgelux 
101 Portola Ave, Livermore, 
CA 94551

71) HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have Experience

 Senior Solutions, Inc.
 925 443-3101

At tn :  INTERNATIONAL 
COMPANY EXPANDING. 
Work online, tele-commute, 
flexible hours, great pay, will 
train. Apply online at: www.
KTPGlobal.com or 800 330-
8446. (CAL*SCAN).

CABLE LINE INSTALLER 
job in growth industry. Paid 
training, great benefits, vaca-
tion. No experience needed. 
HS grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS! Get 
paid to train in the California 
Army National Guard. Up 
to 100% tuition assistance. 
Part-time work. Full-time ben-
efits. May qualify for bonus. 
www.NationalGuard.com/Ca-
reers or 1-800-GO-GUARD. 
(CAL*SCAN)

Warm, caring HOST FAMI-
LIES NEEDED  for  h igh 
school exchange students. 
Apply today! Call 1-866-GO-
AFICE or visit www.afice.org 
(CAL*SCAN)

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVE FOR THE BEST! Gor-
don Trucking, Inc. Immediate 
Openings!! Teams - All the 
miles you can log! Regional & 
OTR openings. Full Benefits, 
401k, Regular Hometime. We 
have the Freight! Talk to a 
recruiter live! www.TeamGTI.
com 1-888-832-6484 EOE. 
(CAL*SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos & 
Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 
PAY *GREAT MILES *CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (CAL*SCAN)

REEFER DRIVERS NEED-
ED! Experienced drivers and 
Class A commercial students 
welcome! Assistance ob-
taining your Class A license 
through Prime’s Training pro-
gram. 1-800-277-0212. www.
PrimeInc.com (CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

33,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

80)HELP WANTED/SALES

NOW HIRING 18-25 money 
motivated people to travel 
the US representing major 
publications. $500 SIGN-ON 
Bonus. No Experience Neces-
sary, Return Trip Guaranteed. 
Call Mr. Cash 877-532-2068. 
(CAL*SCAN)
Between High School and 
College? Over 18? Drop 
that entry level position. Earn 
what you’re worth!!! Travel w/
Successful Business Group. 
Paid Training. Transportation, 
Lodging Provided. 1-877-646-
5050. (CAL*SCAN)

NETWORK SALES TELE-
MARKETER. Are you an 
enthusiastic, highly motivated 
individual with excellent sales 
and communication skills? 
Would you like to work part-
time 25-30 hours a week? 
We have the job for you. 
Work from Tuesday-Friday in 
downtown Sacramento. We 
offer a base hourly salary plus 
commission and bonuses. 
You will be selling CNPA”s 
newspaper network advertis-
ing products. Previous news-
paper sales experience a 
plus. Job responsibilities will 
include telemarketing to busi-
nesses, prospecting in the 
form of mailing, emailing and 
establishing a good relation-
ship with clients. Email your 
resume to: maria@cnpa.com 
with the subject line “Market-
ing Sales”. (CAL*SCAN)

LIVE LIKE A ROCK STAR! 
Now hiring sharp, motivated 
guys/gals for FT Travel - 48 
states! No experience, train-
ing, lodging transportation 
provided. Start immediately, 
1-866-443-9610.  (CAL-
SCAN)

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara  

FREE
ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST 

BOOKS
1970 - 2009

510 889-0723

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

Jessie Jake Fetalino 
Bandiola

Jessie Jake Bandiola, age 31, 
died in a fatal car accident on 
Sat., July 31, 2010. 

He was born Oct. 29, 1978 in 
Calatrava, Romblon PHILS.

Jake has left a wife, son and 
his beloved family. He’s deeply 
loved and will be missed dearly 
by family and friends. Funeral 
services will be held at Callaghan 
Mortuary in Livermore.

Dolores Nazareno Cairel
Mrs. Cairel went home to be 

with the Lord, at the age of 97 
with her family by her side, at 
Eden Hospital in Castro Valley 
on Aug. 5, 2010. 

 Mrs. Cairel was a native of 
Waialua, Oahu, HI. She was born 
June 3, 1913. She was educated at 
the Waialua intermediate school 
and attended Underwood College 
in Honolulu, where she studied 
Stenography. 

She married Tomas Cairel, the 
love of her life, in 1931. They 
relocated their family to the 
Philippine Islands in 1936 where 
they resided until 1970, and then 
moved back to Livermore after 
surviving WWII.

Mrs. Cairel loved babysitting 
her grandchildren. Her hobbies 
included sewing and cooking, she 
was a member of the Senior Citi-
zens of San Ramon, where she 
took Hula lessons and enjoyed 
Hawaiian music.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband Tomas, two sons 
Esmeraldo and Francis and by 
her daughter Elizabeth.

She is survived by four sons: 
Thomas N (Lelita) Cairel of Or-
angevale, CA, Arturo Cairel, Ed-
mund (Len) Cairel, and Rodolfo 
(Avel) Cairel all of Livermore; 
five daughters: Josie Cairel, An-
gie Palino both of Livermore, Ev-
elyn (Orlando) Cabalbag of San 
Ramon, Estrella (Albert) Palino 
of Livermore, Virginia (Gerry) 
Juan of Patterson, 28 grandchil-
dren, 38 great grandchildren, and 
5 great great grandchildren, all of 
whom were very dear to her. 

Mass of the Resurrection was 
celebrated on Wednesday, Au-
gust 11 at St. Michael Catholic 
Church in Livermore. Burial 
followed at St. Michael Catholic 
Cemetery

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary,

Sherman John French Jr.
At the age of 82, on July 31, 

2010, after being a 5 year cancer 
survivor, Sherman departed this 
life, and is now reunited with 
his wife of 49 years June Ad-
ams French who passed away 
9/10/2005. He was born Jan. 
6, 1929 in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. Sherman was a United 
States Navy Veteran. A resident 
of Livermore, CA for 54 years, 
he worked 30 years as a Math 
Science Computer Program-
mer at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Lab then he retired in 
1986. 

He was a very generous and 
kindhearted soul and the BEST 
father a son could have. He will 
be greatly missed by his son 
Richard French, 8 grandkids, 
and 3 great-grandkids. Forever 

in our hearts! Richard requests 
that instead of flowers, just a 
card can be sent to him at 3728 
Madeira Way, Livermore, CA 
94550-3315. 

On Friday, August 13, 2010 
services will be held at Sacra-
mento Valley National Cemetery 
5810 Midway Rd., Dixon, CA 
95620. All are welcome to join 
the procession that’s gathering 
at Callaghan Mortuary at 8:15 
a.m. It will depart for the 10:30 
service in Dixon. 

Margaret Ramsey Trimble
Margaret Ramsey Trimble, 

8 7 ,  d i e d 
with family 
by her side 
on Saturday 
evening, July 
31 ,  2010 , 
in  Walnut 
C r e e k . 
M a r g a r e t 
thoroughly 
enjoyed her 

family, promoting and participat-
ing in the arts, and advocating for 
educational opportunities in the 
community. Our family will miss 
her warmth, her unique wit, and 
sense of humor.

Margaret was born June 20, 
1923 in Berkeley, CA to Profes-
sor James Blaine Ramsey and 
Lydia Pearson Ramsey. She 
moved with her parents to Los 
Angeles, as a toddler. She later 
attended UCLA, graduating in 
1945 with a BA in General Stud-
ies, emphasis on Journalism and 
Sociology. After graduation, 
she met her husband-to-be Wil-
liam Malley Trimble, at a beach 
party. They were married June 

12, 1948.
Through the years, the grow-

ing family moved between San 
Francisco, Monterey, Frankfurt 
Germany, Arizona, Nevada City, 
finally settling in Livermore in 
the late 1950s. 

 As the children reached school 
age, Margaret began her 30+ year 
careers in education. Working 
first at preschools, including 
Valley School, she later became 
a Special Education Teacher's 
Assistant at Jackson, Rincon, and 
Christensen elementary schools 
in Livermore. 

Margaret was a strong advo-
cate for early childhood educa-
tion. She was an early board 
member of the Nursery School 
Scholarship Fund in Livermore 
and other community efforts to 
provide educational access to all 
children.

Local arts were an impor-
tant part of Margaret's life. She 
advocated for various civic arts 
programs, and helped form and 
volunteered for the Opera Guild. 
Margaret performed with the 
Choralaires and The Valley Cho-
ral Society, of which she was also 
a founding member. 

With family and friends, Mar-
garet also enjoyed tennis, hik-
ing, kayaking, camping, elder 
hosteling, bridge, and relaxing 
with a glass of wine, hanging 
out at Peet's, or soaking up the 
sun on a slab of granite rock in 
Yosemite.

Margaret loved and thor-
oughly enjoyed her grandchil-
dren - Sheila Maithel, Angela 
Carlino, Tony Carlino and Louis 
Rodriguez. She is also survived 
by her husband William and 
daughters, Cathy Maithel (Ravi), 

Barbara Carlino (Joe), Britt Trim-
ble (Steve Rodriguez), Laura 
Trimble, sister-in-law Carolyn 
Ramsey, and nephews Phillip 
& Eric Ramsey. She was pre-
deceased by her daughter Susan 
Trimble.

Services were private.
The family requests any do-

nations be made to Tri-Valley 
Haven Food Pantry, where Mar-
garet was a volunteer well into 
her 80s. Please mail donations 
to the pantry, Attn: Clare Gomes 
at 418 Junction Ave., Livermore, 
CA 94551.

Terry Patters
Terry Patters, loving wife, 

mother, nana, friend and local 
businesswoman lost her battle 
against melanoma August 8, 
2010.  

Terry is survived by her hus-
band Dave, son Dave Jr., daugh-

ter Kristen and granddaughters 
Jordyn and Kaitlyn.  Terry retired 
from LLNL then devoted her life 

to building 
her family’s 
b u s i n e s s .  
She was an 
a m b a s s a -
dor for the 
Livermore 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 
loved to golf 

and spent all her free time with 
her beloved granddaughters. 
Terry’s life was cut short by this 
horrible disease and her beautiful 
smile will be missed dearly.  

Her family is determined to 
raise awareness for melanoma 
in hopes of finding better treat-
ments.  

A celebration of her life will 
be held at Poppy Ridge on Friday, 
August 13.  

 

 

Horse Sense
ENN’s Horse Sense will be of-

fering individualized Therapeutic 
Riding and Driving Classes, Camps, 
and a Home School Program that will 
include Horse Education Classes and 
Individualized Riding and Driving 
Lessons. Open to ages 3-adult. 

There will be an open house on 
Sunday, August 15  from 2:00-4:30 
at Rancho Cerro, 9300 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore. 

Therapeutic riding demos will 
take place at 2:00 and 2:30. Informa-
tion will be provided about the pro-
gram. Refreshments will be served. 
Questions about the program or the 
open house please call 925-413-4739 
or email pdjames101@sbcglobal.net.  
Visit our webpage at ENN.org. 

Walk for Education
The American Swim Academy 

is hosting the 2nd Annual Walk for 
Education to benefit the Livermore 
Valley Education Foundation. 

The walk takes place at Granada 
High School in Livermore on Sat-
urday, September 11 from 9 a.m. 
until noon. Students from every 
Livermore Valley  school along with 
their friends and families are invited 
to participate  in the walk, and the 
school that generates the most walk-
ers will win $500.

“With the ongoing State budget 
crisis, our schools need support now 
more  than ever,” said Heidi Rob-
inson, Director of American Swim 
Academy’s Livermore location. 

“Teachers have been laid off, school 
funding has been cut and ultimately 
it’s our children who suffer the con-
sequences.”

Registration is open to the public 
by downloading a registration form 
at www.americanswimacademy.
com/LVEF. The entry fee is $5. Each 
walker who participates will receive 
a t-shirt and refreshments.  There will 
also be a Family Fun Festival during 
the walk with live  entertainment, 
DJ music, family friendly booths 
and more. 

“The event  will be fun for the 
entire family and a great way to come 
together for the community, Robinson 
said. “We are hoping this walk is a 
step in the right direction toward 
a brighter future for our children,” 
she added.

The Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation (LVEF) is dedicated to  
restoring and enhancing academic 
and extracurricular programs within 
the  Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District. LVEF works with  
teachers, students and parents to de-
termine where funding is most needed  
and then oversees the distribution on 
a district wide basis. 

Nature Programs
Livermore Underground is the 

topic of the Sun., Aug. 15 Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District 
ranger program. Meet Ranger Dawn 
Soles at 2 p.m. at Veterans Park. 

Life underground has its advan-
tages and disadvantages. Join this 
program to learn about some of the 
creatures that choose to live beneath 

the earth’s surface, either full- or 
part-time. You may be surprised at 
who lives there.

On Wed., Aug. 18, the program 
will be Hot August Nights. Meet 
Ranger Pat Sotelo at 7 p.m. at the 
Nature Area entrance to Sycamore 
Grove Park. 

The sights, sounds, smells and 
colors of Sycamore Grove change 
subtly as the heat of day transforms 
into the cool of the evening. Join 
this relaxed evening stroll through a 
naturally beautiful section of the park, 
and watch as the park sheds the light 
of day for the mystery of night.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help 
support the programs. Participants 
may call 925-960-2400 for more 
information.

 
Garage Open

The 1915 Duarte Garage will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sun., 
Aug. 15. The garage is located on 
the Old Lincoln Highway, corner of 
Portola and L Street in Livermore.

The Lincoln Highway was the 
first transcontinental highway in the 
United States.

The Duarte Garage contains 
memorabilia from the early days 
of the automobile including a tire 
shop, old gas pumps, tools, signs, 
and a collection of early California 
license plates. There is also a 6 foot 
long map showing the various routes 
of the Lincoln Highway.

The garage houses three Liver-
more fire trucks. Two of them are 
restored - a Model T fire truck and a 

1944 Mack engine. A third engine, 
a 1920 Seagrave, is in the process 
of being restored by volunteers. The 
Seagrave has been disassembled, the 
chassis has been painted, the driver's 
seat restored and accessories nickel 
plated. The crew is checking out the 
engine, trying to get it started for the 
first time in 50 years.

All three fire trucks were in the 
Livermore Rodeo Parade for the 
first time. The Model T and Mack 
were driven under their own power. 
The Seagrave was towed by Allen's 
Towing.

The public is invited to come 
to the garage for the Sunday "open 
house."

The Livermore Heritage Guild 
operates the Duarte Garage with an 
all volunteer staff. There is no admis-
sion charge. Donations are greatly 
appreciated. Donations are used for 
projects at the Duarte Garage. For 
more information, call 443-9740.

Back-to-School BBQ
The members of the Livermore 

Rotary Club will sponsor a free BBQ 
for students, parent, and faculty of the 
Marylin Avenue Elementary School, 
800 Marylin Ave next Thursday Au-
gust 19, 2010 from 5 to 7 pm. 

Rotary Club members will be 
serving grilled hot dogs, chips and 
soft drinks in the playground of 
the school to celebrate the start of 
the school year and to reacquaint 
students and family members with 
faculty members.

For further information contact 
Dave Norlin by email at dave@
vineyardlandscape.com

Benefit Held
Tri-Valley based mortgage bank-

er, Landmark Mortgage Group, has 
announced their corporate sponsor-
ship of the recent Southern Alameda 
County Chapter of the Women's 
Council of Realtors' (WCR) golf 
fund-raiser outing. The tournament 
was held at Las Positas Golf Course 
in Livermore and benefits the Leader-
ship Training programs led by WCR. 
Numerous Realtors and affiliates par-
ticipated in the golf tournament and 
enjoyed a grilled lunch, followed by 
awards, a raffle and live auction.

WCR is a network of successful 
REALTORS® focused on empower-
ing women to exercise their potential 
as entrepreneurs and industry lead-
ers. WCR regularly host Leadership 
Training programs to expand their 
members' professional knowledge.

The golf tournament is one of 
the activities that funds the South-
ern Alameda Chapter's educational 
program. The Chapter also supports 
local charities such as "Wardrobe for 
Opportunity" and "The Taylor Family 
Foundation."

"I am delighted by the support our 
affiliates have provided to our Chap-
ter and its members," commented 
WCR President, Karla Brown. "Local 
companies like Landmark Mortgage 
Group are important business partners 
and a critical component of our suc-
cess as Realtors."

For more information on the 

WCR, please contact Karla Brown 
at (925) 200-1909 or karla@kar-
labrown.com.

New Principal
Carden West School welcomes 

Mark E. Neal as its principal.  Neal 
heads the private, nonprofit toddler-
elementary school at 4576 Willow 
Road in Hacienda Park, Pleasanton.

Neal received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Elementary Educa-
tion from Florida International Uni-
versity and a Master of Arts degree 
in Educational Leadership from the 
University of California at Berkeley 
Principal’s Leadership Institute. 
While teaching fourth grade, he was 
an administrator in Training in Union 
City and San Francisco from 1996-
2003.   Most recently, he was summer 
school principal for the Castro Valley 
Unified School District and associ-
ate principal at Creekside Middle 
School in Castro Valley, Calif. from 
2003 until his selection as principal 
at Carden West.  

Neal designed the program train-
ing teachers to integrate technology 
into their language arts curricula as 
Technology Instructor for the Al-
ameda County Office of Education 
in 1999.  From 2007 to the present 
time, he has served the Association of 
California School Administrators as 
charter president for Castro Valley, as 
well as the region’s representative on 
the organization’s Equity, Achieve-
ment, and Diversity for Success 
Committee.

Detailed information is available 
at www.cardenwest.org.
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FREE MOVING BOXES
Many Sizes Call M- F 5-9PM

Come on week-n
 925 321-4800

121)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

LIVERMORE  
SOUTHSIDE -

 7 FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE, 

Saturday, August 14th 8 
am - 3 pm, 1438 Ardmore 
Pl, follow the signs from 
Holmes and Lexington.

GARAGE/DOWNSIZING 
SALE 

Saturday, Aug. 14th, 8-4,
  5832 Elder Circle, 

Livermore
Furniture, toys, kitchen, 
electronics, clothes, books

GARAGE SALE, Sunday-
August 15th, 8-2, 3630 
Montrose Place, Livermore-
Furniture, bedding, kitchen, 
games, decorations, paint-
ings, decorations.

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  

925 243-8000 or go on-line 
at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

LOST CAMERA - Cannon 
Power Shot SD-750, 

vicinity Robertson Park 4th 
July.  Most Important is the 
Memory Card photos taken. 

510 393 2892

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
140)ANNOUNCEMENTS

Singles Bay Cruise leav-
ing from Alameda Mari-
ner Square, 8/28/10 6pm.  
Party afterwards. Res-
ervations required. Dis-
count Tickets at http://
www.proguildsocial.com 
-- include 2 free drinks, 
hot meal, mixer game, DJ 
dancing.

145)BASEBALL 

9 AND 10 YEAR OLD 
TOURNAMENT BASE-
BALL TEAM FORMING.  
INTERESTED PLAYERS 
PLEASE CALL NICK AT 
925-200-2140.

 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

1 5 7 ) A P T / C O T T A G E /
HOUSE/RENTALS

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 33,000 households/
businesses that receive the 
Independent find out about it. 
To place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

158)AUCTIONS/REAL 
ESTATE

LAND AUCTION - Beaver 
Creek Highlands - Rifle, Colo-
rado. 527+/-Acres offered in 
14 tracts (7 tracts sell abso-
lute) 35 to 70 Acres each, lo-
cated on Beaver Creek Road 
(CR 317). Land straddles 
the ridge between Beaver 
Creek Basin and Porcupine 
Creek Basin. Private trout 
stream with native Colorado 
Cutthroat Trout, great views, 
access to National Forest 

and BLM Lands. Auction 
held at Hotel Colorado in 
Glenwood Springs, CO on 
August 28 at 2PM. Contact 
Woltz & Associates, Inc, Bro-
kers & Auctioneers, Roanoke, 
VA at 800-551-3588 or visit 
www.Woltz.com for details. 
(CAL*SCAN)

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

TRADE 2BD/2BA/1CAR 
MOBILEHOME IN LIVER-
MORE  FAMILY PARK 
VALUE 10K-15K, CAR, 
JETSKIES?

 209 863-8032

FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION. 275+ Nor Cal Homes 
/ Auction: August 28. Open 
House: August 14, 21 & 22. 
REDC / View Fill Listings 
www.Auction.com RE Broker 
01093886. (CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with The In-
dependent, you reach over 
33,000 homes and business-
es with your ad. Call Barbara 
925 243-8000

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE   Advertise with 
The Independent rand reach 
over 33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your message. 
Call Barbara 925 243-8000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE

TROPHY ELK Area LAND 
SALE!! Horse Trails - BLM 
bordering Bank Liquidation 
Sale - Call Now! 20 Acres w/
Road & Utilities - $19,900 20 
Acres w/ New Cabin - WAS: 
$99,900.  NOW: $69,900. 
Also Available: 200-3000 
acres w/ trees, views, utili-
ties. Loaded w/ 350 class 
bulls, deer & game birds. 
Large acreage starts at $800/ 
acre 888-361-3006. www.
WesternSk iesLand.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

ARIZONA BUILDING LOTS! 
Full Acres and More! Guar-
anteed Financing! No credit 
check! $0 Down/ $0 inter-
est! Starting @ just $89/mo! 
Close to Tucson’s Int’l Airport! 
Hear free recording at 1-
800-631-8164. Or visit www.
SunsitesLandRush.com Offer 
ends 8/20/10! (CAL*SCAN)

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

SOUTHERN COLORADO’s 
Best Land Bargains! Deed-
backs, repos, foreclosures. 
Starting as low as $427 per 
acre. Excellent financing. 
Call 1-866-696-5263 x5548. 
www.ColoradoRanchdeal.
com (CAL*SCAN)

BANK OWNED LAND! 10 
acres. Trout stream, $39,900. 
Substantial discounts, lim-
ited availability. Beautiful 
Fish Lake Valley acreage 
w/year round rainbow trout 

stream in foothills of Bound-
ary Peak, Nevada’s highest 
mountain. Gorgeous snow-
capped views. Great recre-
ational opportunities. Upscale 
ranch community. Financing 
available to qualified buy-
ers. Call 1-877-669-3737. 
(CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with  
The Independent,  

you reach over 33,000 
homes and businesses  

with your ad. Call Barbara 
925 243-8000

175)REAL ESTATE LOANS

CASH! I will buy your private 
Trust DEEDS and MORT-
GAGES. Fast turn around. 
Cash in those long term notes. 
Private Party. Premis Capital.  
707-396-9376. (CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
177)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure.Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach  
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE ONLINE in a 
network of 50-plus news-
paper websites.  Border to 
Border with one order! $7  
cost per thousand impres-

sions statewide. Minimum 
$5 ,000  o rder .  Ca l l  f o r  
details: (916) 288-6010.  www.
CaliforniaBannerAd
Network.com (CAL*SCAN)

180)EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!  
1-866-562-3650 ext.  60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

181)FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Get cash for 
your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High 
payouts. Call J.G. Went-
worth. 1-866-Settlement (1-
866-738-8536). Rated A+ by 
the Better Business Bureau. 
(CAL*SCAN)

187)SCHOOLS/TRAINING

Advertisement for Training. 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAIN-
ING. Learn to operate bull-
dozer, backhoe, loader, motor 
grader, excavator. Job place-
ment assistance. Call 888-
210-4534. Northern California 
College of Construction. www.
HEAVY4.com promocode: 
NCPA1. (CAL*SCAN)

195)T IMESHARES/RE-
SORTS

WORLDMARK / TIMESHARE 
Sell /  Rent For CASH!!! 
We’ll find you Buyers/Rent-
ers! 10+ years of success! 
Over $78 Million in offers in 
2009! www.SellaTimeshare.
com Call (877) 554-2098. 
(CAL*SCAN)

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

Where on the Web to 
Find Real Estate Info

By Cher Wollard
Buying a home? Selling a home? Looking for a Realtor? The 

jingle used to say “let your fingers do the walking.”
That advice still holds true, but instead of picking up a phone 

book, more people are turning to the Internet.
An estimated 84 percent of folks begin their real estate searches 

online – up from 75 percent two years ago, according to the Na-
tional Association of Realtors.

Instead of clicking all over the Internet for information, consum-
ers can now go directly to YourPieceofCalifornia.com, a web site 
created and sponsored by the California Association of Realtors, 
filled with information.

For prospective homebuyers, the site includes advice on:
• The American Dream
• Are You Ready to Buy?
• Credit Information
• Beginning Your Home Search
• The Transaction from Start to Finish
• Obtaining a Mortgage Loan
• Transaction Checklist
The articles for home sellers include:
• Deciding to Sell
• Preparing Your Home for Sale
• Listing Agreements
• Pricing Your Home to Sell
You will also find neighborhood information, statistics on home 

sales and prices by city and region, an indepth article on Finding 
a Realtor, interactive property listings and Realtor searches, as 
well as real estate news.

Just for fun, write on the Wall or see what others have written 
about living in California.

“Healthy lifestyle with lots of fresh, local foods, hiking, swim-
ming and outdoor fun,” wrote Katie.

“Beautiful diverse landscapes & oceanscapes, deserts to oceans 
to mountains. Beautiful, diverse, innovative people,” was Kirsten’s 
observation.

So check out www.yourpieceofcalifornia.com.
A Spanish-language version of the same site is also available 

at www.lallavedetutranquilidad.com. 
Once you’ve exhausted the new Your Piece of California site, 

if you are still looking for information, here are some of the more 
dependable sites out there:

• Realtor.com. This site – owned and operated by the National 
Association of Realtors – is the only website guaranteed to provide 
consumer access to all listings on every Multiple Listing Service 
in the country. That’s more than 800 MLSs.

 Listings are updated several times each day.
The site also features a search engine for those seeking a Re-

altor, a mortgage calculator and a home affordability calculator, 
plus news and information about real estate in your community 
and elsewhere. 

• Trulia.com. Trulia is a search engine for residential real estate, 
and the fastest-growing real estate site in the U.S.  

The site has partnered with 93 of the top 100 brokers in the 
country to provide market trends and neighborhood data, as well 
as Q&A’s consumers and professionals.

You can search for property or find a Realtor on Trulia, but 
many people sign on when they have questions they want answers. 
Agents and fellow consumers can sign on to offer advice.  

• Zillow.com. Zillow’s niche is as a real estate valuation service. 
While other sites allow you to plug in your address or the address 
of a property you are interested in and get an approximate value, 
Zillow has been doing it longer and has a deeper database than 
anyone else.

Still, even Zillow only claims to be accurate within 10 percent 
of market value at best. The Bay Area is one region where it comes 
closest to providing accurate valuations, and many consumers 
find this valuable.

Of course, if you are serious about buying or selling, consult 
your Realtor for a more accurate evaluation of the market in your 
area. 

The site also features homes for sale; mortgage advice and cal-
culator; a directory of agents, mortgage specialists and other real 
estate professionals; community profiles; tips for buyers, sellers 
and homeowners; and a chat board.

• Yahoo real estate at yahoo.realestate.com or realestate.yahoo.
com. Type in the words “real estate” on any search engine – even 
rival Google – and chances are Yahoo real estate will pop up in 
the top 10.

The site is known and trusted for community information, 
including information about real estate. 

With search functions for property and real estate, mortgage 
calculators, home valuations and more, it is on a par with other 
top sites. What it has going for it is clear organization, making it 
easy to find what you are looking for.

Set the page for your hometown, and it will give you an over-
view of the local market. Click on Home Values and not only can 
you get the value of your home but, as a fun aside, you can get the 
latest values on the homes of your favorite celebrities!

As with Zillow, valuations are approximate at best, but there 
is plenty of other information on the site on such topics as “How 
to Buy a Short Sale,” “Maintaining Your Home to Retain Value” 
and “Selecting an Agent.”

• Realty Times at www.realtytimes.com. Started by former 
print journalists, this site is focused on news about real estate and 
issues that affect real estate.

You can search for listings on this site, but that’s not the rea-
son to go here. Realty Times offers timely, substantive, unbiased 
information about real estate markets, contracts, government 
policies, etc.

Check out the daily Webcast and “Today’s Headlines” for the 
latest pertinent news. Or click on your state and community for a 
snapshot of the market but a local Realtor.

There’s also a Consumer Advice section.
Realty Times offers packages for Realtors who want to feed 

their information onto their sites or in their newsletters, so you 
may see some of these articles elsewhere.

• Your agent’s site. Most Realtors have their own websites or 
a company website they are featured on. Each will offer its own 
package for consumers, usually with a property search function 
and an easy way to contact your agent. Check it out.

Whether buying or selling, after you have searched the In-
ternet, the next step is to call your local Realtor. He or she will 
have information specific to your home, your community, your 
neighborhood.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home Realty, Livermore.
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Jocelyn Dest-Silea adds chocolate to her ice cream during the annual Ravenswood Old Fashioned 
Ice cream Social held in Livermore on Sunday (at right). In the top photo, Bob Williams the 
Pleasanton Community Concert Band. 

ment, restorations and incredible 
public programs.”

O'Brien’s retirement on De-
cember 31 comes after years 
of  accomplishments during his 
twenty-two year tenure leading 
EBRPD, including the follow-
ing:

• Passage of Measure WW, a 
$500 million bond — the largest 
park bond ever ratified in the 
nation to fund the next genera-
tion of open space and parkland 
development in the East Bay;

• Expansion of the Park Dis-
trict by 33% through acquisition 
of 38,000 acres of new parklands, 
from 66,000 acres in 1988 to 
over 104,000 acres today — an 
achievement that distinguishes 
the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict as the largest local park and 
recreation agency in the United 
States; 

• Increase in public access 
to parklands by expanding the 
Park District from 48 to 65 
parks, adding over 100 miles of 
new regional trails for walking, 
biking and alternative non-mo-
torized transportation routes, 
and significantly increasing the 
scope and range of recreational 
and educational programs and 
services;

• Development of many suc-
cessful partnerships and collabo-
rations with non-profits, universi-
ties and community colleges, and 
other public agencies that have 
resulted in the development of 
several large-scale capital proj-
ects such as Camp Arroyo, the 
youth camp and environmental 
education center completed in 
1999 near Livermore, the Tide-
water Aquatic Center at Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Regional Shore-
line in Oakland, and the Delta 
Science Center at Big Break Re-
gional Shoreline in Oakley  both 
slated to open next year;

• Incorporation of the greater 
Livermore Area into the boundar-
ies of the Regional Park District, 
thus expanding the Regional Park 
District to encompass fully the 
two counties of Alameda and 
Contra Costa.

“Pat’s leadership and hands-
on involvement with the Board 
of Directors has resulted in sig-

nificant benefits for the residents 
of the East Bay area and beyond,” 
said Siden. He added 38,000 
acres of parklands for the public 
to access and enjoy, for example, 
is one of many accomplishments 
that make governing this agency 
so rewarding. Siden stated, “Pat 
surely will be missed.”

O’Brien has been honored 
with numerous awards and rec-
ognition nationally, including 
being honored in 2009 as a 
“Legend in the Field” by the 
American Academy for Park and 
Recreation Administration.

O’Brien stated, “As you might 
imagine, this is not an easy deci-
sion for me as I am so committed 
to the Regional Park District, 

its mission, the Board and the 
incredible staff who work as a 
team to accomplish what other 
agencies cannot even contem-
plate.”

Prior to joining East Bay 
Regional Park District in 1988, 
Pat was general manager of 
Southgate Recreation and Park 
District in Sacramento, Califor-
nia from 1980-1988 managing 
that District’s urban and rural 
parkland areas in Sacramento 
County.  In addition he served 
as Southgate’s superintendent of 
recreation from 1974-1980.  He 
got his start in parks and recre-
ation as a lifeguard.

O’Brien said he is looking for-
ward to staying actively involved 

LEGACY
(continued from page one)

in state and federal legislative 
issues and plans to travel with 
his wife Diana and spend more 
time enjoying his three grand-
children.
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Woman’s Will production of William 
Shakespeare’s comedy Much Ado About 
Nothing will be performed in Pleasanton 
on Sunday, August 15, at 4:30 p.m.  City 
of Pleasanton Civic Arts will host the per-
formance at Centennial Park, 5353 Sunol 
Boulevard, adjacent to the Pleasanton 
Senior Center in Pleasanton, Calif.

The play is about two young couples and 
the many faces people wear.  According to 
Director Lisa Edsall Giglio, “It’s like an 
all-you-can-eat buffet.  There are engaging 
stories, with the sauce of beautiful words, 
basted in bawdy spices.  There is imagery 
to scoop up, like huge clouds made of me-
ringue spooned onto your dessert.”

The production features live vocal and 
instrumental music and dancing.  Mad-
dox L. Pratt and Lauren Spencer make 
their Woman’s Will debuts as the leads, 
Benedict and Beatrice, respectively, and 
award-winning actor Beth Chastain returns 
to Woman’s Will this season.  Chastain was 
seen previously in Taming of the Shrew and 
The Clean House.  

Admission is free.  Audiences are wel-
come to bring blankets, low lawn chairs and 
picnic fare to the late-afternoon show.  For 
more information, call (925) 931-5340.

The Woman’s Will troupe will perform 
Much Ado About Nothing at 16 parks 
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area this 
summer.  More information is available at 
http://womanswill.org.

The production will also be performed 
in Danville, on August 14, 1 p.m. at the 
Town Green.

 

Shown in the photo are Maddox L. Pratt 
(left) and Lauren Spencer (right), who 
will make their Woman’s Will debuts as 
Benedict and Beatrice in the Woman’s Will 
production of Much Ado About Nothing 
this summer.

Much Ado 
about Nothing 

Caps off 
Summer 

Shakespeare
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By Sarah Bobson
Opera in the Vineyard, Liver-

more Valley Opera’s 18th annual 
benefit/fundraiser held on Sunday 
evening, August 1, at Retzlaff 
Vineyards, was an event out of 
time and place. 18th and 19th cen-
tury opera fans would have felt 
right at home. 

A spy fly teleported three cen-
turies back, perched on a brightly 
lit chandelier above a noisy, cha-
otic Italian theater might have ob-
served the audience below chat-
ting, eating, drinking, walking 
around, or playing games during 
the opera. It also might have seen 
the ladies sitting at tables, playing 
cards, and the gents cruising up 
and down the aisles attempting 
to flirt with them.

That super fly, teleported back 
to the future, would have seen the 
same kind of conviviality and ca-
sualness in Livermore. There, on 
the front lawn of the winery, sur-
rounded by delicate pepper trees, 
their leaves barely stirring in the 
made-to-order weather, people 
sat with family and friends en-
joying the warmth of food, wine, 
and song. Round tables covered 
with red-and-white gingham 
cloths displayed wine goblets 
and spreads of meats and cheeses, 
olives, French bread, croissants, 
fried chicken, sliced fruits and 
vegetables. Children, often blurs 
of motion, flitted here and there, 
or scooted around on tricycles, 
always within earshot of their 
parents. Even an uninvited guest, 
a resident cat dressed much too 
elegantly for a picnic in black and 
white fur, sauntered from table 
to table, inspecting the guests, 
but, more importantly, scanning 
for scraps. 

The sold-out benefit was di-
vided into two parts: the silent 
auction and the musicale. The 
Vintage Brass Quintet, returning 
to the event for the fourth year in a 
row, provided musical interludes 
before and after the program, and 
during the intermission. Many of 
the songs they played, of an older 
vintage, included “Oh Danny 
Boy,” “Return to Sorrento” (Eng-
lish translation is “Come Back 
to Sorrento”), “What I Did for 
Love” from A Chorus Line, and 

“Hernando’s Hideaway.” They 
also played with much fanfare the 
Prelude to Act 1 of Bizet’s Car-
men and the Grand March from 
Verdi’s Aida.

After LVO’s new Executive 
Director and Board Member Sara 
Nealy welcomed the guests, Found-
er and Board Member Raquel Holt 
introduced the artists.

The Cantabella Children’s Cho-
rus delighted the audience with an 
assortment of pieces, including 
“Summer Is A Comin’ In” sung 
a capella, and “Carol to Beauty.” 
But the real show-stopper was the 
Celebration Scene from the musi-
cal The Piper of Hamelin by John 
Rutter. While the children sang, 
they passed oversized rat traps over 
their heads; others cart-wheeled 
across the stage to a rousing round 
of applause.

The two principal singers for 
the evening were tenor David Gus-
tafson and soprano Krista Wigle. 
Gustafson has sung internationally, 
and Wigle has sung previously 
in LVO productions as Musetta 
in La Boheme and Giannetta in 
L’Elisir d’Amore. Danielle Naler 
accompanied the two singers on 
the piano. 

Taking up the clarion call from 
the cart-wheeling Cantabella Cho-
rus, Gustafson made an announce-
ment before he sang that he would, 
likewise, cartwheel across the 
stage. And he did just that, in his 
black tuxedo and bowtie, causing 
the audience to burst into thunder-
ous applause. Not missing a beat, 
he followed with a tender version 
of “Addio fiorito” from Puccini’s 
Madama Butterfly. Next up at the 
mic, Wigle announced she would 
follow suit with a similar display 
of prowess, but at the last minute 

she displayed, instead, the athletic 
versatility of her voice in singing 
a show tune (“Summertime” from 
Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess) as 
well as several challenging arias, 
including “Non mi dir” from Don 
Giovanni. 

Throughout the program, Gus-
tafson and Wigle alternated sing-
ing additional crowd-pleasing 
duets and solos. They sang the 
beautiful duet from the first act of 
Puccini’s La Boheme, “O soave 
fanciulla.” Gustafson’s dramatic 
rendition of “E lucevan le stelle” 
from Puccini’s Tosca, and Wigle’s 
pyrotechnic display of coloratura 
runs in “Ah, fors e lui” … Sempre 
libera from Verdi’s La Traviata, 
caused Sara Nealy to be so moved 
that she could hardly follow up 
with announcements.

At the silent auction, people bid 
on the 22 items listed in the pro-
gram, donated by local businesses 
and entertainment venues. These 
items, ranging in value from $85 
to $560, included local wines, art 
work, jewelry, as well as dinner, 
golf, and vacation packages. And 
what Opera in the Vineyard auc-
tion would have been complete 
without an offering of season 
tickets to the LVO.

For the 2010-2011 season, 
LVO will present Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni on October 2, 3, and 9, 
10, and Puccini’s Madama But-
terfly on March 12, 13, and 18, 
19, 20, 2011. Stage Director Mark 
Streshinsky, who is also artistic 
director of the Berkeley West 
Edge Opera (formerly known as 
the Berkeley Opera), has created 
a contemporary interpretation of 
Don Giovanni, considered by 
many to be the greatest opera ever 
written. Singing the title role will 
be formidable rising-star baritone 
Eugene Brancoveanu, known to 
LVO audiences as Count Alma-
viva in The Marriage of Figaro 
(March, 2009). The San Francisco 
Chronicle calls Brancoveanu “ex-
travagantly gifted.”  Leporello, 
Giovanni’s humorous sidekick, 
will be sung by a favorite to LVO 
audiences, Roberto Perlas Gomez, 
who most recently appeared in 
LVO’s 2009 production of Caval-
leria Rusticana and Pagliacci.

The Firehouse Arts Center’s Harrington Gallery will celebrate the 
region’s rich and varied talent with its inaugural exhibit, First at the 
Firehouse, by the Pleasanton Art League Friday, September 17-Sat-
urday, October 2, 2010.  

The Firehouse Arts Center is located at 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
downtown Pleasanton, Calif.  

This 42nd annual members’ exhibit, featuring a variety of media, 
will be on display from September 17-October 2, 2010.  An artists’ 
reception will take place on Sunday, September 19, 2:00-4:00 p.m.. It 
is open to the public. There is no admission charge.

Award selections for the First at the Firehouse exhibit will be 
made by artist Dale Laitinen, a resident of Mountain House. A San 
Jose State University graduate, he has painted for over 40 years and 
currently conducts painting workshops nationwide.  Laitinen has been 
featured in The Artist’s Magazine and Watercolor Magazine.  (www.
dalelaitinen.com).

Harrington Gallery hours are Wednesday-Friday 12:00 noon-5:00 
p.m., Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. for one hour prior to each Firehouse 
Arts Center performance and during intermission. A $2.00 donation is 
suggested for those 12 and over, with free admission on Wednesdays.  
The gallery is also free to performing arts ticketholders

Call (925) 931-5355 for more information.  The Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter website, www.firehousearts.org, will be available in late summer.

 

Opera in the Vineyard Review

Annual Event Transports the 
Audience Back to Another Era

"A Good Egg" is the work of Glenyse Henschel

Pleasanton Art 
League Will Be 'First 

at the Firehouse'
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Fairy tales, forensics, fortepia-
no, films, and a funny “Phantom” 
headline the inaugural Las Positas 
College 2010-2011 Performing 
Arts and Event Season.

“We have planned an amazing 
array of events that we are sure the 
community will want to attend,” 
said Philip Manwell, dean of the 
Arts and Communication Division. 
“We invite people to come as often 
as they can and to spread the word 
to friends and neighbors.” 

Theater, music, dance, speech 
tournaments, student produced 
films, foreign films, and more 
will be offered for students and 
the community. Details will be 
provided on the performing arts 
website, laspositascollege.edu/per-
formingarts, and Performing Arts 
Events Line, (925) 424-1100. 

Please check the website for 
information on updates, additions, 
tickets, and parking; events are 
subject to change. All events will 
take place in the Las Positas Col-
lege Center for the Arts.

THEATER: “A Fractured Fairy 
Tale,” a touring children’s theater 

production in the tradition of a 
“Shrek” style fairy tale where 
familiar characters and stories 
are entertainingly altered. Tours 
to six local elementary schools, 
plus on-campus shows Oct. 22 at 
7 p.m. and Oct. 23 at 2 p.m. Free 
admission.

“Much Ado About Nothing,” a 
turn-of-the-20th-century version 
of Shakespeare’s classic romantic 
comedy, complete with ragtime 
music and Keystone Kops from the 
silent movies. Nov. 12, 13, 19 and 
20 at 8 p.m.; Nov. 14 and 21 at 2 
p.m. Tickets are: $12, general ad-
mission; $8, students and seniors.

Student directed one-act plays, 
showcasing both classic and con-
temporary works. March 16 at 
12:30 p.m., March 18 at 8 p.m., 
May 25 at 12:30 p.m., and May 27 
at 8 p.m. Free admission.

“Phantom of the Country Op-
era,” a comic and heart-warming 
country western spoof of “Phan-
tom of the Opera.” April 8, 9, 15 
and 16 at 8 p.m.; April 10 and 17 
at 2 p.m. Ticket prices to be an-
nounced. 

MUSIC: Faculty Recital, Sept. 
3, 8 p.m.; Concerto Concert, Oct. 
29, 8 p.m.; “Do It Yourself” Jazz 
Festival, Nov. 6, 8 p.m.; Student 
Recital, Dec. 1 and May 4, 12 
p.m.; Choral Concert, Dec. 7 and 
May 10, 7:30 p.m.; Orchestra/
Band Concert, Dec. 8 and May 4, 
7:30 p.m.; Vocal Jazz and Combo 
Concert, Dec. 10 and May 20, 8 
p.m.; Instrumental Jazz Concert, 
Dec. 11 and May 21, 8 p.m.; 
Faculty Recital, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.; 
All-District Junior High School 
Orchestra Concert, Feb. 5, time to 
be announced; Early Music Con-
cert, Feb. 12, March 12, and April 
2, 7:30 p.m.

DANCE: Dance Concert, Dec. 
4 and May 15, 8 p.m.

SPEECH: Campus Speech 
Tournament, Dec. 3 and May 13, 
1 p.m.

M U L T I - C U L T U R A L 
EVENTS: Cuban Week, Feb. 24-
30; Italian Film Festival, March 
25-26

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore.      

                    

Plans are moving forward for the free public Grand Open-
ing Celebration and Dedication of the Firehouse Arts Center 
on Saturday, September 18, 2010.

The City of Pleasanton will host the free event from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The dedication ceremony will take place at 11:00 a.m. 
The festivities will include music, theater performances, art 
exhibits and demonstrations, self-guided tours of the new arts 
center, children’s activities and refreshments.

For more information, please contact the City’s Parks and 
Community Services Department at (925) 931-5340.

The website is under construction and is scheduled to go 
live on Friday, September 3. Until that date, information about 
the fall season program can be obtained by visiting www.
pleasantoncivicarts.org beginning August 11.  

The Firehouse Arts Center website, www.firehousearts.org, 
will go live on Friday, September 3. After that date, tickets 
may be purchased online. Beginning on September 18, tickets 
for the fall season can also be purchased at the box office of 
the Firehouse Arts Center, located at 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
downtown Pleasanton. The box office will be open Wednesday 
through Friday from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

 

Las Positas Center for Arts 
Offers Everything from Fairy 
Tales to a Funny 'Phantom'

Plans Moving Ahead for 
Free Grand Opening of 
Firehouse Arts Center
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Livermore’s burgeoning wine 
and food scene gets a  new urban-
style venue this summer with the 
opening of Underdog Wine Bar.  
Featuring an extensive local and 
international wine selection and a 
seasonal small plates menu, Un-
derdog Wine Bar’s grand opening 
is August 14 on the grounds of the 
historic Concannon Vineyard in 
Livermore.   

With a host of local wines, as 
well as many others from around 
the world, Underdog Wine Bar 
has more than 50 wines available 
by the glass. Whether it’s a single 
vineyard designated wines of the 
local Ruby Hill vineyard or an 
Alsatian Grand Cru, Underdog 
Wine Bar lets guests undertake a 
customized enological safari with 
as much or as little guidance from 
the knowledgeable staff as desired. 
Wines are available the two-ounce 
pour, six-ounce glass, flight or bot-
tle. Underdog Wine Bar’s state-of-
the-art Enomatic argon dispenser 
ensures perceptible freshness for 
every glass of wine.

The menu at Underdog Wine 
Bar is designed to complement the 
wines. From light hors d’oeuvres 
to a meal, Underdog Wine Bar fea-
tures seasonal small plates made 
from local produce and designed 
by  local chef Barbara Llewellyn. 
A variety of flatbreads, panini and 
sliders highlight the menu. Guests 
can also nibble on artisan cheeses, 
tuna tartare and cured olives.  The 
focus of Underdog Wine Bar is to 
showcase its eclectic collection of 
local and international wines with 
custom food pairings and flights 
of discovery.

“Underdog Wine Bar is an 
urban oasis in Livermore Valley 
Wine Country,” notes manager 
Jennifer Franklin.  “We wanted to 
create a unique, stylish and enlight-
ening food and wine experience for 
curious and adventurous custom-
ers in our area. With such a broad 
wine selection, a complementary 
seasonal menu and a contempo-
rary vibe, Underdog Wine Bar 
can transport guests to a place of 
epicurean style and discovery.”

Underdog Wine Bar is located 
in the recently restored Concannon 

tasting room.  Extensive use of re-
claimed redwood from the original 
winery accents the vintage brick, 
while rich hues inspired by wine 
bottle glass and modern furnish-
ings create a chic, urban feel.  The 
layout makes  use of plush furni-
ture and well-appointed booths 
in the dining and lounge spaces.  
A shaded outdoor terrace has 
seating for more than 60 guests, 
where dogs are also welcome.  
Underdog Wine Bar has seating 
for 47 indoors.  A private room 
with seating for up to 30 guests is 
also available.

Underdog Wine Bar’s grand 
opening on August 14. The day 
will include live music and other 
entertainment as well as henna tat-
too artists and the Cupcake ladies.  
Guests can sample a complimen-
tary amuse bouche from chef 
Barbara Llewellyn and a variety 
of wine tasting opportunities, in 
addition to the regular menu.  

The grand opening will run 
from 12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, August 14.

An ongoing special events 
calendar provides a wide variety 
of entertainment and educational 
opportunities at Underdog Wine 
Bar. 

Once a month an individual 
winery will be featured in an in-
teractive setting where guests can 
learn and converse with local and 
international vintners. 

In addition, there will be live 
music on Friday nights. Under-
dog Wine Bar is located at 4590 
Tesla Road in Livermore. It is open 
seven days a week from 12:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.  The telephone num-
ber is 925-583-1581.  Additional 
information is available at www.
underdogwinebar.com.

The Underdog Wine Merchants 
portfolio of wines is a champion of 
interesting, sometimes misunder-
stood or under-appreciated wines 
and wine styles. 

In a word, they consider them-
selves the “underdogs” of the wine 
world. Underdog works with both 
domestic and international wine-
makers to craft unique, esoteric 
wines and bring those gems to 
wine lovers. Underdog’s current 

portfolio of wines includes Albino 
Armani, A'Mano, Big House, Boho 
Vineyards, Cardinal Zin, Chateau 
Laroque, Darcie Kent, Helfrich, 

Tickets are available now to 
Comedy Uncorked, a performance 
benefitting Open Heart Kitchen. It 
will be held August 21 at Retzlaff 
Estate Winery in Livermore.

Featured performers will be 
Tim Babb, Will Franken and An-
thony Hill.

Doors open at 6pm, show time 
is at 7:30pm.  Arrive early and 
enjoy a picnic and wine with your 
family and friends.   The folks at 
Open Heart will be on-site to ac-
cept any nonperishable food dona-
tions the public can bring.   

Visit the website www.com-
edyuncorked.com for tickets and 

show information.     
This is the third in four Summer 

2010 shows benefiting Open Heart 
Kitchen, serving the hungry of the 
Tri-Valley.    Last summer, over 
$1000 in cash and several hundred 
pounds of food was donated to 
Open Heart Kitchen directly from 
these events.    

September 18 lineup will 
be Fred Anderson, Aundre  the 
Wonderwoman, and Lynn Ruth 
Miller. 

Comedy Uncorked is a concept 
created to help shine a spotlight 
on hunger in the Tri-Valley area.  
It also helps the local economy 
by showcasing locally owned and 
operated wineries and providing a 
new venue for comedians to reach 
audiences. For more information, 
contact Michelle Hemenway (Pro-
ducer) 925-819-2326, or Connie 
Vandevanter of Retzlaff Vineyards:  
925-699-2049.

Deer Ridge Vineyards & Art Gallery Celebrates its 3rd Anniversary during this year’s Harvest Wine 
Celebration Weekend and features a New Art Exhibition honoring vineyard landscapes with “Wine 
Country Views.” Paintings are by artists Margery Ammon and Nova Starling. The exhibit will be on 
view Aug. 7 to Oct. 1. Reception for artists, with live entertainment, will be held on Sat., Sept. 18, 
2 to 4 p.m. Free. The exhibit is open to the public. Deer Ridge Vineyards is at 1828 Wetmore Rd., 
Livermore For information call 1-866-561-0838 or go to www.DeerRidgeVineyards.com. Painting is 
titled, "Chapel in the Vines."

Comedy Uncorked Benefit for 
Open Heart Kitchen

Monthaven, Montecillo, Seven, 
Silver Birch, Osborne, Pinot Evil, 
Tempra Tantrum and many oth-
ers. 

For more information on 
brands and availability visit the 
website www.underdogwine 
merchants.com. 

 

 

Underdog Wine Bar to Hold Grand Opening Festivities
Music, Entertainment, Wine Tasting, and More Sat., August 14
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Cantabella Children’s Chorus,  
an award-winning choir, has ex-
panded to Dublin.

The Chorus  has been teach-
ing fine vocal production and 
music literacy through great cho-
ral works to children in grades 
K-12 since 1992. After eighteen 
years of rehearsing in Livermore 
and Pleasanton, Cantabella has 
added a third rehearsal venue for 
the training choirs in Dublin, at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
7557 Amador Valley Boulevard. 
The brand new Honors Choir will 
rehearse at the site. 

The chorus won first place in 
the historical category and second 
place in the folksong category at 

Young People’s Symphony Or-
chestra (YPSO) will hold auditions 
for new members on August 24, 
26 and September 1 for the 2010-
2011 season. Auditions are held at 
Crowden Music Center, 1475 Rose 
St. (at Sacramento St.) in Berkeley, 
4:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m., by appoint-
ment only. Candidates should 
prepare a scale and a solo, and will 
be asked to sight-read standard 
repertoire which is provided at the 
audition.  For the 2010-11 season, 
we especially need horn, oboe, 
clarinet, bassoon, and percussion 

Culture, community and fun 
take center stage August 18, as 
the Livermore Public Library’s 
Rincon branch presents a pro-
gram by Village Rhythms as part 
of the library’s Summer Reading 
Game, “Make a Splash @ Your 
Library.” 

The John Palowitch Trio to 
perform at 7 p.m. on Thurs., Aug. 
19 at the Pleasanton Library. 

The John Palowitch Trio fea-
tures John Palowitch on saxo-
phone, Jonathan Stein on bass, 
and Jeff Marrs on drums.  The Trio 
plays in the traditional jazz horn 
trio setting while reaching to influ-
ences from modern jazz, classical 
music, pop-rock, and beyond.

John Palowitch, a jazz alto 
saxophonist from Pleasanton, 
graduated from Amador Valley 
High School in 2008 and is now 
attending the University of Miami 

Frost School of Music. At Amador, 
John was lead alto in the school’s 
Jazz “A” band, and directed and 
played in the Jazz Combo. He 
studied saxophone with Daniel 
Zinn and also plays piano, flute, 
and clarinet. John was a three-time 
member of the Monterey Jazz Fes-
tival Next Generation Jazz Orches-
tra, a two-time member of Music 
For All’s “Jazz Band of America,” 
the Gibson/Baldwin GRAMMY 
Jazz Ensemble, and the SF Jazz 
High School All-Stars. 

He was a four-time member of 
the IAJE/CBDA California High 
School Jazz Band. In 2008 he was 
awarded NFA Young Arts Honor-
able Mention in Jazz Saxophone. 
In the most recent Downbeat Stu-
dent Awards, John was a winner in 
the Original Song category for his 
composition “Aquatic Mass,” and 
an Outstanding Performance re-
cipient in the soloist category. John 
has played with many renowned 
artists, including Wynton Marsalis, 
James Moody, Phil Woods, Patti 
Austin, Tom Scott, Kurt Elling, 
Stefon Harris, McCoy Tyner, Ter-
ence Blanchard, John Santos, and 
Christian Scott.

Library programs are free and 
open to everyone. No reservations 
are required. Call Penny Johnson at 
925.931-3405 for information.

The library is at 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton.

the 2009 Golden Gate International 
Children’s Choral Festival. 

Cantabella staff are now prepar-
ing the repertoire for the Fall 2010 
season. Children who would like to 
join the Chorus are invited to email 
Director Bee Chow, director@can-
tabella.org or call (925) 292-2663 

for information about placement in 
the training choirs or to arrange an 
audition for the performing choirs. 
Classes resume 8/31, 9/1 and 9/2. 
Please visit www.cantabella.org 
for detailed information about 
classes and rehearsal times.  

players. Cello and flute sections are 
full at this time. Prospective stu-
dents and their parents should go to 
the orchestra’s Web site and view 
some of the videos posted there 
from the 2009-10 season to get an 
idea of its performance level.

Celebrating its 75th season, 
Berkeley-based YPSO is the oldest 
youth orchestra in California and 
the second oldest in the nation. 

The orchestra is comprised of 
104 youth ages 11-22 who come 
28 Bay Area cities in six counties. 

Music Director/Conductor David 
Ramadanoff, who is in his 22nd 
season, leads a coaching faculty 
of distinguished professional mu-
sicians and music educators. Re-
hearsals are Mondays, 6:00-9:30 
p.m., September through June, at 
Crowden Music Center.  

For an appointment and more 
information, visit www.ypsomu-
sic.net, email ypsomusic@yahoo.
com or call (510) 849-9776.

It’s all for drums, and drums for 
all, as everyone gets to participate 
in African drumming, dancing, 
songs and stories.  

Village Rhythms founder Onye 
Onyemaechi invites audiences to 
bring their own favorite instru-
ments from home too—even pots 

& pans will do.
The Village Rhythms program 

takes place on Wednesday, August 
18th, at the Livermore Public 
Library’s Rincon branch, located 
at 725 Rincon Avenue.  

This free performance will 
begin at 2:30pm and will take 
place outside the library, with the 
audience to be seated on tarps.  
Attendees are encouraged to arrive 
early for best parking and viewing 
opportunities and to bring appro-
priate sun gear.

This event is made possible 
through a donation from the 
Friends of the Livermore Public 
Library.  

This event marks the conclu-
sion of the library’s Summer Read-
ing Game.   For more information 
on upcoming library events, visit 
www.livermore.lib.ca.us.

Jazz Trio to Perform at 
Pleasanton Library

John Palowitch

Village Rhythms Final Program in Livermore 
Library  Summer Reading Game

Auditions Set for Young People's Symphony Orchestra

Cantabella Children's Chorus Expands to Dublin
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The Livermore Police Depart-
ment (LPD) will be putting on its 
annual “Stuff the Cruiser” event 
on Saturday August 14 and Sunday 
August 15, 2010.

LPD personnel will be placing 
a marked police cruiser in front of 
Wal-Mart on Saturday, August 14 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and 
asking community members to 
stuff the patrol car full of school 
supplies.  There will cruisers in 
front of Target and Office Max on 
Sunday, August 15 from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. as well.  

The goal is to collect school 
supplies such as backpacks, paper, 
binders, pens, pencils, erasers, 
folders, protractors, compasses, 
glue, calculators, and scissors.  All 
of the collected school supplies 
will be sorted and the backpacks 

will be filled.  The filled backpacks 
will then be provided to students 
in need so that they can start the 
school year with the supplies 
they need.  Students who will be 
receiving the donated supplies 
have been identified through the 
Horizons Counseling program and 
the Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District.

Last year LPD was able to sup-
ply 237 students with backpacks 
filled with school supplies. The 
goal is to provide 300 students with 
supplies this year.

If someone wants to make a 
donation, but cannot come to any 
of the above events, they can drop 
off donated school supplies at the 
front lobby of the police depart-
ment on So. Livermore Ave.

  

Police Invite the 
Public to 'Stuff 

the Cruiser'

Livermore Police “Stuff the Cruiser” event to collect school supplies for underprivileged students.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A Taste of Downtown was held over the weekend in downtown Livermore. The event included wine 
tasting as well as samples of food prepared by local restaurants. There was also horse drawn carriage 
rides offered during the event. Over thirty downtown stores and restaurants participated in the "taste" 
hosted by Livermore Downtown Inc. 
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Call to artists, The 9th Annual ArtWalk 

Livermore, set for October 9, 2010, 
is a cross between an art tour and a 
festival that draws thousands to the 
downtown to explore art exhibits 
and displays, and enjoy a full day 
of excellent music. The ArtWalk 
Livermore benefits the Bothwell 
Arts Center, which provides afford-
able space to those in the performing 
and visual arts. Project of Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 
along with the Bankhead Theater in 
downtown Livermore.  See www.art-
walklivermore.org. For info, contact 
artwalkartists@hotmail.com.

Call for artists, Fine Art Exhibition 
October 22 & 23 in the Center Court 
at the Stoneridge Mall in Pleasanton. 
Presented by Poetry On Canvas, 
sought are a handful of Unique Art-
ists in Painting, Sculpting and Glass 
Work. Submit a sample of your work 
to PoetryOnCanvas@mac.com.

The Contra Costa JCC exhibits 
featuring work by Michael Yashar, a 
collection of Ketubot, and Traditions: 
From Generation to Generation, an 
eclectic collection of Judaica from 
the local community. Contra Costa 
JCC’s Friedkin Art Gallery, Gallery 
925, and Tice Valley Gallery through 
September 17, 2010. Gallery hours 
are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 
am to 8:00 p.m and Fridays, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 p.m. The public is invited to 
enjoy the exhibits. Admission is free. 
The Contra Costa JCC is located at 
2071 Tice Valley Blvd. in Walnut 
Creek.

Jewelry and ceramic art of Rhonda 
Chase displayed during the month of 
August.  Livermore Art Association 
(LAA) Gallery is open 11:30-4:00 
Wed-Sun, and is located in the his-
toric Carnegie Building at 2155 3rd 
St. Livermore. For more info call the 
Gallery at 925-449-9927.

Karen Fleschler featured artist for the 
month of August at Wente Vineyards 
Estate Winery, 5565 Tesla Road in 
Livermore. She is a watercolor art-
ist who enjoys painting colorful and 
textural scenes in a representational 
style. The show will include a variety 
of European cityscapes, water themes 
and some semi-abstract florals. 

The Bankhead Theater, "Images of 
the American West" by Livermore 
photographers Walter Davies and 
William Hackett. the prints are 
in color, black-and-white, silver, 
sepia and platinum/palladium. The 
complementary styles of the two 
photographers reflect upon their 
common love of the American West. 
The exposition will continue until 
August 31. Most artworks are for 
sale. The event will be open during 
the Bankhead Theater's regularly 
scheduled events. The Bankhead 
Theater is located at 2400 1st Street, 
Livermore.

Deer Ridge Vineyards & Art Gallery 
Celebrates its 3rd Anniversary during 
this year’s Harvest Wine Celebration 
Weekend and Features New Art Exhi-
bition honoring vineyard landscapes 
with “Wine Country Views.” Paint-
ings are by artists, Margery Ammon 
and Nova Starling. The exhibit will be 
on view Aug. 7 to Oct. 1. Reception 
for artists with live entertainment 
Sat., Sept. 18, 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Open 

to the public. Deer Ridge Vineyards, 
1828 Wetmore Rd., Livermore. For 
information, call 1-866-561-0838. 
www.DeerRidgeVineyards.com

Artist's Choice is the theme of the 
August art exhibit at the Livermore 
Civic Library. Thirty-one artists 
from the Livermore Art Association 
have gathered together a diverse 
collection of their favorite works. 
They will be on display from August 
1-31. All media will be represented, 
from watercolor, oil, acrylic, pastel 
to photography. Artist's Choice is at 
the Livermore Main Library Gal-
lery, 1188 S. Livermore Ave. during 
normal operating hours. 

Scene on the Strait 2010, Sat., Aug. 14, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Martinez Regional 
Shoreline, Martinez. Showcases plein 
air or landscape painting. Sponsored 
by Carquinez Regional Environmen-
tal Education Center. All proceeds go 
to environmental and youth programs 
at the center. Art auctions, jazz trio 
and fine food. Parking and admission 
free. 510-787-9772 or go to www.
SceneOnTheStrait.org.

 
MEETINGS/CLASSES
Karen Frey Watercolor Workshop, 

Oct. 20-22, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, Pleasanton. Presented 
in conjunction with the National 
Watercolor Society exhibit. Deposit 
of $100 due by July 1. The fee for this 
workshop is $295. Space is limited 
to 16 people. Phone 925-449-4226 or 
e-mail lsbeach@comcast.net.

Alexander’s Fine Art Gallery, series 
of summer and fall art workshops. In-
struction will be in acrylic, oil, pastel 
and watercolor. Classes will be held 
at the 608 Main Street. Visit www.
alexandersfineart.com for complete 
workshop information, or call Rosa-
linda Herrera at (925) 846-6015.

Transparent Watercolor Workshop 
with Karen Honaker, learn basic 
principals of design – the rules of 
composition, value, color, and shape 
– and how to apply them to still life 
set-ups by using digital photography. 
July 27 to August 24: The class meets 
five times on consecutive Tuesdays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. $300 
is due at registration. Classes will 
take place on the patio if weather 
permits. Registration is limited to 10 
participants. For details and registra-
tion contact Alexander’s Fine Art, 
608 Main St., Ste. G, Pleasanton, 
846-6015. www.alexandersfineart.
com

Art Critique and Coffee, every Friday, 
10 a.m. at Border's Cafe, Rose Pavil-
ion, Pleasanton. poetryoncanbas@
mac.com.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Wente Wednesdays, Every Wednes-

day 5pm - 8pm relax with friends and 
family on the newly renovated Estate 
winery grounds. Every Wednesday 
evening through September, enjoy 
live music with a glass of your fa-
vorite Wente Vineyards wine.  Light 
snacks available for purchase, or 
bring your own picnic. Estate Winery 
Tasting Room, 5565 Tesla Rd., Liver-
more, Information at 925.456.2305, 
www.wentevineyards.com

Lavish Laines Winery, Barrel Tasting, 
Aug 21 and 22, 2008 and 2009 Zin-
fandel with light appetizers. Private 

tasting. 2008 and 2009 Zinfandel 
with light appetizers. Tasting room 
at The Good Brewer, 2960 Pacific 
Ave, Livermore. Hours: 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

Buon Appetito Wednesdays, Tamás 
Estates, Thurs., Aug. 12, 4 to 7 p.m. 
Each Wednesday light appetizers 
with our Tamás Estates wines. Com-
plimentary for Saluté Club Members 
$10 for General Public. RSVP by 
calling 925-456-2380 or email us 
at tastingroom@tamasestates.com. 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore.

Hog in the Fog, presented by Wente 
Vineyards. Fri., Aug. 13, 5:30 p.m. 
ribbon cutting ceremony and 6 to 
10 p.m. opening party. Celebrate 
with Wente Vineyards as celebrity 
chefs cut the 2010 ribbon and open 
the doors to a haven of food, wine, 
cocktails, music and dance. Wente 
will kick off the weekend’s food, 
wine, and spirits festival in Union 
Square pouring the full portfolio 
of wines from Wente Vineyards in-
cluding Murrieta’s Well and Tamas 
Estates, and serving tastes from 
Executive Chef Eric Berg.  Bay Area 
chefs, including Wente's own Eric 
Berg, the National Pork Board, and 
CUESA Farmers Market collaborate 
to create inspired, seasonal dishes. 
The night’s entertainment includes 
Q Street, the Front Porch featur-
ing our very own fifth generation 
winemaker Karl Wente, and Joey 
Altman’s Back Burner Blues Band. 
Grand Tasting Tent on Union Square, 
downtown San Francisco.  $95 / $75 
Special pricing for Visa Signature 
cardholders. Wente Vineyards mem-
bers receive special ticket prices for 
classes and The Grand Tasting Tent 
with the promo code “WENTE.” 
wentevineyards.com 

BYOM (bring your own meal) and 
Bluegrass Music, Cedar Mountain 
Winery, Sat., Aug. 14, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Music by the "Forget Me Nots" and 
a "BYOM" (bring your own meal) 
BBQ. Grill with hot coals supplied. 
Just bring your food to grill, side 
dishes, plates, and utensils. (maybe 
a picnic blanket) Wine by the glass/
bottle and beverages will be avail-
able for purchase. $5/person. 7000 
Tesla Road, Livermore. Go to www.
cedarmountainwinery.com.

Summer music at Crooked Vine/
Stony Ridge Winery, August 14, 
6:00 – 9:00 PM. Featuring, The 
Bacchus Brothers along with CV/SR 
wine available by the glass or bottle 
and appetizers, sandwiches or full 
dinners for purchase from Scotty’s 
Catering, yes the ribs will be there 
while they last.  $10 per person, 
$5.00 for CV/SR wine club members. 
Please check it out at http://www.
crookedvine.com also http://www.
scottyscatering.com

Summer Jubilee to the Nth Degree at 
Wente Vineyards Estate Winery, noon 
to 4 p.m. Aug. 14. Day of music, wine 
and fun featuring newest releases 
including the Nth Degree wines 
from Small Lot Winery. $10.00 Club 
Wente Wine members $15.00 for non-
members, Complimentary for Nth 
Degree Members. Includes a com-
memorative glass. Wente Vineyards 
Estate Winery Tasting Room, 5565 
Tesla Rd., Livermore  925.456.2305. 
wentevineyards.com

Occasio Society wine club member’s 
release party, Fri., Aug. 20, 6 to 8 
p.m. Wine club members are invited 
to sample and receive the new release 
– our award winning ’09 Sauvignon 
Blanc and our much anticipated ’08 
Reserve Zinfandel – finally ready to 
make its debut! Enjoy some lovely 
appetizers and mingle with fellow 
members as John pours! As always, 
wine club members receive their 
releases one week prior to the general 
release, and have the opportunity 
to purchase more of these small lot 
wines at that time. www.occasiow-
inery.com. 2245 South Vasco Road, 
Livermore, (925) 371-1987.

Thomas Coyne Winery, summer open 
house on August 21, 22, noon to 5 
p.m. at the historical tasting room 
at 51 E. Vallecitos Road Livermore. 
Six new wines will be released. A 
selection of fine fruits and cheeses 
will be served. New Releases: 2008 
Grenache, Lodi; 2009 Pinot Blanc, 
Livermore; 2007 Contra Costa 
Mourvédre; 2008 Vignesauvage,; 
2009 Zinfandel, Lodi; 2008 Quest, 
CA. Bring a picnic. Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard 
- active military who present valid 
ID can get a deep discount. For more 
information call (925) 373-6541 
http://thomascoynewinery.com.

Murrieta's Well, La Luna,  Spanish 
inspired tapas and Murrieta's Well 
wines served on the terrace under 
the full moon, accompanied by live 
music.  Friday, August 20, 2010  6:00 
to 9:00 pm. Guests $55 per person, 
Silver Spur Club Members $45 per 
person. 925-456-2390. Vineyard Tour 
and Tasting, Saturday, August 21, 
2010, noon and 1 p.m. tours. Guests 
$25, Silver Spur Members $20. 
Educational and fun journey through 
the vineyards at Murrieta's Well and 
sample some exclusive wines along 
the way. 925-456-2390. 

Occasio Winery One Year Anni-
versary Celebration! Aug. 28 and 
29, noon to 5 p.m. Celebrating a 
wonderful year of gold medals, sold 
out wines and our Occasio Society 
wine club members. Release or new 
wines – award winning ’09 Sauvi-
gnon Blanc and the anticipated ’08 
Reserve Zinfandel. Great food and 
live music. Saturday 1:30 – 5:00, 
bluegrass band Old Tunnel Road. On 
Sunday, 1:30 – 5:00 gypsy jazz band 
Gaucho. www.occasiowinery.com. 
2245 South Vasco Road, Livermore, 
(925) 371-1987 

BYOM (bring your own meal) and 
Bluegrass Music, Cedar Mountain 
Winery, Sat., Aug. 28, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Music by the "Cowboy Bill" and 
a "BYOM" (bring your own meal) 
BBQ. Grill with hot coals supplied. 
Just bring your food to grill, side 
dishes, plates, and utensils. (maybe 
a picnic blanket) Wine by the glass/
bottle and beverages will be available 
for purchase. $5/person. 7000 Tesla 
Road, Livermore. Information go to 
www.cedarmountainwinery.com.

Nottingham Cellars, 2245C South 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. End of sum-
mer art and wine meltdown, Sept. 18 
and 19, noon to 5 p.m. Featuring local 
artists, musicians and restaurants. For 
information, call 925.294.8647 or go 
to nottinghamcellars.com.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
2010 Concert at Wente Vineyards, 

Huey Lewis and the News, Aug. 
10; Chris Isaak, Aug. 19; ZZ Top, 
Aug. 25; Earth, Wind and Fire, Aug. 
30. Ticketmaster.com or by calling 
the Wente Vineyards Box Office 
at 925.456.2424. Wente Vineyards, 
5050 Arroyo Rd., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at 
The Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center 
of Sunol) the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
each month 7:30-9:30 pm. The band 
features real Jazz from the 1920's, 
30's, 40's... Celebrate the band's One 
Year Anniversary in Sunol.

Concerts on the Green, Summer 
Series, Tuesdays through Sept. 24. 
Music 5 to 8 p.m. at the Livermore 
Valley Plaza in front of the Bank-
head Theater. Hummingbirdz, high 
octane blues. No admission charge. 
Each week, two Livermore winer-
ies featured; also beer selected by 
downtown bartenders. Non-alcoholic 
beverages will be available. Restau-
rants will offer food for purchase. The 
Livermore Downtown Inc. website 
lists the restaurants, wine shops and 
tasting rooms at www.livermore-
downtown.com.

Blacksmith Square Saturday Con-
certs, Thomas Coyne Winery, John 
Christopher Cellars, Swirl Tapas Bar 
and Victorian Olive Oil present live 
music in the Square, 3 to 6 p.m. Wine 
tasting (fee waived with purchase), 
food at menu prices. No outside food 
or adult beverages. Corner of South 
Livermore Ave. and Railroad Ave. 
downtown Livermore. 

Occasio Harvest Wine Train on the 
Niles Canyon Railway, Sat., Aug. 
21, 6pm – 8pm. Guests will enjoy 
an evening of wine, music, and food 
aboard the Niles Canyon Railway for 
a train journey back in time to an era 
of opulent travel and service. Sample 
our newly released ’09 Sauvignon 
Blanc and ’08 Reserve Zinfandel, 
paired with foods, served in the 
recently restored art deco lounge 
car that is part of the Golden Gate 
Railroad Museum's collection. Music 
of Off The Record, a local acoustic 
rock, folk, and blues trio . In celebra-
tion of the upcoming harvest, we also 
will take the time to sample some of 
our past vintages, pouring some long 
sold-out favorite memories from our 
library. Tickets can be purchased at 
Occasio Winery, or by calling (925) 
371-1987. The event is $65 for Oc-
casio Society members and $75 for 
non-members, all inclusive. www.oc-
casiowinery.com. 2245 South Vasco 
Road, Livermore, (925) 371-1987.

Annual Piano Recital, Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 2010, 7:30 PM at Asbury 
United Methodist Church, 4743 East 
Avenue, Livermore. Annual recital 
co-sponsored by the Alameda County 
East Branch of the Music Teach-
ers’ Association of California and 
Asbury. MTAC Young Artist Guild 
member David Wu will perform 
music of Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt 
and Prokofiev. No charge for admis-
sion; refreshments served. Further 
information: (925) 443-2514.

Award-winning Classical Guitarist 
Peter Fletcher will be performing 
a diverse program of music from 
four centuries on Sun., Oct. 17 at 
the Livermore Library, 1188 So. 
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Livermore Avenue, 2 p.m. This 
concert will feature selections from 
Fletcher’s 2008 CD release on Tower 
Hill Records:   Music of the Baroque.   
Other repertoire will include  Jesu, 
Joy of Man’s Desiring from Cantata 
No. 147 as well as  the Chaconne 
in D minor by J. S. Bach;  Usher-
Waltz, an unusual and intense piece 
by Russian guitarist and composer 
Nikita Koshkin; two works from 
Maurice Ravel’s exquisite Mother 
Goose Suite, and music of Weiss, 
Albeniz, Villa-Lobos Ponce, Reus-
ner, and Grieg. Free and open to the 
public.  Information at 373.5500 
or http://www.livermore.lib.ca.us/ 
The program will culminate with 
Koyunbaba.

ON THE STAGE
Much Ado About Nothing, performed 

by Woman’s Will. Pleasanton Aug. 
15, 4:30 p.m. at Centennial Park, 5353 
Sunol Blvd. Free admission. Dan-
ville, August 14, 1 p.m. on the Town 
Green. www.womanswill.org.

Gilbert & Sullivan's The Pirates of 
Penzance presented by Lamplighters 
Music Theatre Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore (tickets: 
925-373-6800 or bankheadtheater.
org). Performances Aug. 27, 8 p.m.; 
Aug. 28, 2 and 8 p.m. and Aug. 29, 
2 p.m. Wacky, irreverent, and as 
entertaining today as it was when 
it first opened in 1879, Gilbert & 
Sullivan’s The Pirates Of Penzance 
follows the story of an orphan boy 
who was mistakenly apprenticed to 
a pirate instead of a pilot. A hilarious 
farce featuring sentimental pirates, 
bumbling policemen, dewy-eyed 
daughters, and an eccentric Major 
General, and peppered with unforget-
table melodies and tongue-twisting 
songs such as I Am the Very Model 
of a Modern Major General and 
Poor Wandering One, Pirates is 
one of the most popular operettas 
ever written.

Leading Ladies, Douglass Morrisson 
Theatre, Sept. 23-27,  Tickets are $24 
for adults, $22 for seniors, and $15 
for students, and available  at www.
dmtonline.org or by phone at (510) 
881-6777. Evening performances 
at  8:00pm and Sunday matinees 
at 2:00pm. Parental guidance sug-
gested. The Morrisson Theatre is 
located at 22311 North Third Street 
in Hayward.

COMEDY
Comedy Uncorked, summer series 

hosted by Retzlaff Vineyards, ben-
efitting the Open Heart Kitchen. 
Performances are August 21 and 
Sept. 18. Shows begin at 7:30 p.m., 
doors open at 6 p.m. Complete 
show details and tickets are at www.
comedyuncorked.com. Performers 
include Joe Klocek, Michael Meehan, 
Norm Goldblatt, Sandy Stec, Johnny 
Steele, Will Durst, Debi Durst, 
Michael Bossier, Lynn Ruth Miller, 
Tim Babb, Will Franken, Anthony 
Hill, Fred Anderson, Aundre the 
Wonderwoman. Retzlaff Vineyards 
is located at 1356 South Livermore 
Avenue in Livermore. Tickets at 
www.comedyuncorked.com.

DANCE
The Nutcracker, Livermore Ballet 

School performs the classic ballet 
each year. Those who would like to 
participate are invited to join the next 
session of training starting on Sept. 7. 
Costumes are provided. Admission is 
free; $20 program fee. To register by 
phone, call 373-5700; or go on line 
LARPD at www.larpd.dst. For more 
information, see the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District fall 2010 
brochure of classes.

Saturday Night Dance Parties, 
themed parties each Saturday night 
from Salsa to Swing, includes an 
optional group dance lesson at 7:15. 
$15 cover charge, 7:15 dance lesson, 
8:00-10:30 for dance parties. It's All 
About Dancing, 171 So. Livermore 
Avenue, 925-449-9292, or go to stu-
dio@itsallaboutdancing.com.

 
AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Cantabella Fall 2010 Registration, 

Cantabella Children’s Chorus has 
been teaching fine vocal production 
and music literacy through great cho-
ral works to children in grades K-12 
since 1992. Cantabella staff are now 
preparing for the Fall 2010 season 
and extend an invitation to children 
who would like to join the Chorus. 
A new rehearsal venue in Dublin at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church has 
been added to the existing Livermore 
and Pleasanton sites. New singers are 
invited to email Director Bee Chow, 
director@cantabella.org or call (925) 
292-2663 for information about 
placement in the training choirs or to 
arrange an audition for the perform-
ing choirs. Classes resume 8/31, 9/1 
and 9/2. Please visit www.cantabella.
org for more information.

Auditions for William Shakespeare's 
Much Ado About Nothing at Las 
Positas College. August 23 and 24 
from 7-9:30 PM in the LPC Center 
for the Arts. Performances will be 
November 11-21. Rehearsals are 
Monday through Thursday from 
7-10 PM beginning August 30. For 
the auditions, bring a short prepared 
monologue, preferably Shakespear-
ean. Ken Ross will be producer/di-
rector. For more information, email 
kross@laspositascollege.edu.

Auditions for Opera Chorus, The 
Livermore Valley Opera will hold 
auditions for their opera chorus 
for their upcoming performance of 
Mozart’s “Don Giovanni.” Details 
are as follows:7 p.m. Monday, Au-
gust 24, 2010 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center, 2466 8th Street, (corner 
of H and 8th), Livermore. LVO is 
seeking singers with sight-reading 
ability, and in particular, tenors and 
basses. Prior opera chorus experience 

is not required.  Prospective singers 
should come prepared to sing a song 
of their choosing and bring a copy 
of the music for the accompanist.  
Alex Katsman, Music Director and 
Conductor, will audition the singers. 
Chorus rehearsals begin Monday, 
August 31, 2010, 7:30 pm – 10pm 
at the Bothwell Arts Center.  Singers 
interested in auditioning should con-
tact Pat Goard, Chorus Coordinator, 
via email at goardp@att.net.

MOVIES
Movies in the Park, Pleasanton, Thurs-

days, July 22-August 26. Movies 
begin at dusk. Free. Schedule:August 
12: Hairspray; August 19: Star Trek; 
and August 26: The Princess and the 
Frog. All films will be shown at dusk 
at Amador Valley Community Park, 
located at 4301 Black Avenue, on a gi-
ant screen that measures 26 feet. The 
23-acre park is centrally located and 
features picnic/barbeque facilities, 
two play structures, plenty of open 
space and ample parking. Information 
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Summer Cinema at Wente Vine-
yards, venue opens 6:30 p.m. Twi-
light, Tuesday, August 17, 2010. 5050 
Arroyo Road, Livermore. For more 
information, visit http://wentevine-
yards.com/

Outdoor Movie Night: 7:30 p.m. The 
Blind Side, Friday, August 27. Emer-
ald Glen Park, 4201 Central Parkway, 
Dublin. (925) 556-4500.

Outdoor movies, East Bay Regional 
Park District will screen outdoor 
movies in various parks. Admission 
is free. Movies begin shortly after 
sunset. Be sure to bring a flashlight, 
clothes to stay warm, snacks, and 
a blanket or chair for sitting. Each 
location offers a unique experience. 
Parking fees do apply. No pets. Rain 
cancels. August 14, Ardenwood, 
34600 Ardenwood Blvd., Fremont: 
"The Wizard of Oz." August 21, Con-
tra Loma, 1200 Frederickson Lane, 
Antioch: "Up." August 28: Shadow 
Cliffs, 2500 Stanley Boulevard, 
Pleasanton: "Alice in Wonderland."  
www.ebparks.org

OPERA
Opera San José launches its 27th 

Anniversary Season with the West 
Coast premiere of Anna Karenina, 
an American opera by composer 
David Carlson with libretto by the late 
Colin Graham. Eight performances 
are scheduled from September 11 
through 26 at the California Theatre, 
345 South First Street in downtown 
San José. Opera San José will pres-
ent Anna Karenina with a new scene 

added by the composer following 
the opera’s 2007 world premiere at 
Florida Grand Opera. Tickets are on 
sale at the Opera San José Box Office, 
by phone at (408) 437-4450 or online 
at www.operasj.org. Anna Karenina 
is sponsored by a grant from the Carol 
Franc Buck Foundation and is made 
possible, in part, by a Cultural Affairs 
Grant from the City of San José.

MISCELLANEOUS
The Alameda Creek Watershed 2010 

Photo Contest is taking entries. The 
contest is sponsored by the Alameda 
Creek Watershed Council. Visit the 
website at www.acrcd.org/Water-
shedCouncil.aspx for more details 
and to view the complete rules and 
regulations, or contact Amy Evans 
at 925-371-0154 x112. Deadline for 
submission: September 15, 2010.

Lake Del Valle scenic boat tour, Del 
Valle Regional Park, 7000 Del Valle 
Rd., Livermore. 1-2:30 pm, every Sat 
& Sun in August. Boat tour to the 
dam. During the presentation learn 
about the lake, the wildlife, the his-
tory, and the many activities available 
here. Bring a jacket, sunscreen and 
binoculars if you have them. Purchase 
tickets at the east-side concession 
beginning at 6:00 am; age 13 and 
up/$5; age 1-12 and Seniors/$3; 
under 1 year/free if in parent's arms. 
All children under 13 (including in-
fants) and all non-swimming adults 
will be required to wear a provided 
flotation device. Programs may be 
cancelled if there are five or fewer 

participants.
Celebrate Livermore Valley Wine 

with author Thomas Wilmer, Sat., 
Aug. 28, 6 p.m. at Towne Center 
Books, 555 Main St., Pleasanton; 
taste wine from Little Valley Winery 
and goodies. First exclusive guide 
to this little-known wine region, 
introducing adventurous wine lov-
ers to more than forty wineries, the 
owners and winemakers, and their 
superb wines. This book provides 
directions, operating hours, and 
contact information for each winery, 
a map of the region, recommenda-
tions for where to stay, and a detailed 
restaurant guide. Reservations will be 
very helpful 925-846-8826 or email 
orders@townecenterbooks.com.   

38th annual Competition for Young 
Musicians, Livermore-Amador 
Symphony Association competi-
tion is open to instrumentalists and 
vocalists who reside or attend school 
in Livermore, Sunol, Pleasanton, 
Dublin, or San Ramon. Students 
are eligible through grade 12. If not 
enrolled in high school, the maximum 
age is 17. All instruments will be con-
sidered. The purpose is to select two 
young musicians who will perform as 
soloists with the symphony on Feb. 
12, 2011. Each winner/soloist will be 
awarded $250. The application dead-
line is Sun., Oct. 3, 2010. Completed 
applications must be accompanied 
by an $8 application fee and a CD or 
cassette tape for preliminary screen-

(continued on page 10)
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Jeff Kaskey, president of the 
Livermore Heritage Guild, will be 
the featured speaker for the Wed., 
Aug. 28 History Lecture Series. 
Kaskey has taken on the old Mid-
way School as a pet project. He 
will discuss efforts to preserve the 
school for future generations.

The Midway School was built 
in 1873 for the community of 
ranchers and rail workers east of 
Livermore. The community of 

The Las Positas College Foundation Governance Board has an-
nounced five new members, increasing the number of directors to 19. 

“We are delighted to welcome these new members and appreciate 
the breadth of experience they bring to the board,” said Martin A. Liv-
ingston, foundation board chairman and vice president of investments 
with Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC. 

New members are: Lisa Elliott, attorney at law, with offices in Pleas-
anton and San Francisco; William Lide, M.D., associate physician-in-
chief for health promotion, Diablo region of Kaiser-Permanente; Chris 
Mohammed, principal of Chris Mohammed Co., LLC and 2010 recipi-
ent of the Friend of the College Award; John Sensiba, CPA, managing 
partner of Sensiba San Filippo, LLP; Jennifer Thaete, attorney at law, 
Abramson & Thaete in Livermore

The mission of the Las Positas College Foundation is to support and 
advance the College and its students through active resource development 
and effective community partnerships. It funds vital college programs, 
services, and scholarships in areas such as teaching and learning initia-
tives, arts, athletics, and emerging science and technology programs. In 
addition, it boasts the three following signature programs: 

• Veterans First Initiative - helps ease the transition of servicemen and 
women from military life into college and assists them with educational, 
financial, and other support for college success.

• Textbook Challenge - funds a textbook loaner program to help cut 
costs for students.

• The College Bound Scholars Program - aims to enhance success 
for at-risk middle school students and support their advancement to 
college.

Each year, the foundation holds a black-tie fund-raising gala, the 
Best of the Best, where guests enjoy performing arts, gourmet food, 
and fine local wine. Last April, three local civic leaders, who are among 
the “best of the best” in their communities, were honored: Marcy Feit, 
ValleyCare Health System; Scott Haggerty, Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors, and Richard H. Stulen, Ph.D., Sandia National Laborato-
ries/California. 

For more information about the foundation and how to invest in Las 
Positas College, please visit the website at lpcfoundation.org.

   

The Blackhawk Museum and 
Wheelchair Foundation present 
the Blackhawk Bargain Basement 
Sale, a white elephant-style event, 
selling items  donated by the San 
Ramon Valley and Blackhawk 
communities and merchants. The 
sale will take place on the lower 
floor of the Museum.

The sponsors of the sale invite 
the community and merchants 
to donate art, jewelry, textiles, 
porcelain, sterling silver, plated-
silver, china dinnerware, crystal, 
table linens, vintage or gently-
used clothing, ski and sporting 
equipment, good toys, collectibles, 
antiques and once-treasured things 
that down-sizing families may 
longer need.  Donations may be 
dropped at the Blackhawk Muse-
um Wednesdays through Sundays 

10-5.  Many more good quality 
items and volunteers are needed 
to make the Blackhawk Bargain 
Basement Sale a financial success 
for the two 501 (c)(3) non-profits 
– the Wheelchair Foundation and 
the Blackhawk Children’s Educa-
tion and Transportation Fund.

There are already many items 
to be offered at the Blackhawk 
Bargain Basement Sale;  such as 
an equestrian Fredrick Remington 
bronze sculpture restrike, jade and 
amber jewelry, vintage designer 
jewelry, framed art, a Lennox 
china dinnerware service for 16, 
vintage table linens, silver plated 
hollowware, Baccarat goblets, col-
lectibles and a selection of vintage 
and new books.  

For someone looking to scoot 
around town, the golf course, or 

ride on bike routes, a motorized 
Segway Stand-n-Ride personal 
transport can be bought for a 
song.  

The Friday Wine-Tasting Pre-
view will guarantee shoppers and 
early bird first choice to buy the 
wonderful things offered at the 
premiere Bargain Basement Sale 
event at the Blackhawk Museum.

The preview will be Fri., Sept. 
10, 6 to 8 p.m. Admission of $20 
includes wine tasting and ap-
petizers.

The sale is Sat., Sept. 11 and 
Sun., Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Admission is free.

The Blackhawk Museum is 
at 3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, 
Danville. Information, call  925-
736-2277 or go to  www.black-
hawkbargainbasement.org.

Midway was centered at the inter-
section of Patterson Pass Road and 
the 1869 Western Pacific Railroad 
tracks. The school was closed in 
1946 because of low attendance. 
Today, the school sits in the hills 
on a nearby ranch. The windows 
are boarded up, the paint is peel-
ing away. The school has been 
sitting for 64 years waiting for a 
new location.

Anyone interested in the history 

Llewella Snodgrass of Soroptimist International of Livermore 
celebrated her 105th birthday in her home with some of her 
friends. Pictured are (back) Howard Bettencourt, Amelia 
Benco, Cleo Hansen; and (front) Delma Kline,  Llewella 
Snodgrass, and Jean Bettencourt.
 

Las Positas College Foundation 
Adds Five New Board Members

Blackhawk Museum to Hold Bargain 
Basement Sale; Donations Sought

History Lecture to Focus on Old Midway School
of the school or in becoming in-
volved in its restoration, is invited 
to attend the lecture. The program 
is presented by the Livermore 
Heritage Guild at the Livermore 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. The talk starts 
at 7:30 p.m. Light refreshments 
will be served. A $2 donation is 
suggested.

For more information, call 
449-9927.

ing. Additional information may be 
obtained by calling the competition 
chairperson at 447-1947.

Occasio Harvest Wine Train on the 
Niles Canyon Railway, Sat., Aug. 
21, 6pm – 8pm. Evening of wine, 
music, and food aboard the Niles Can-
yon Railway. Sample newly released 
’09 Sauvignon Blanc and ’08 Reserve 
Zinfandel, paired with foods, served 
in the recently restored art deco 
lounge car that is part of the Golden 
Gate Railroad Museum's collection. 
Music by Off The Record, a local 
acoustic rock, folk, and blues trio .  
Tickets can be purchased at Occasio 
Winery, or by calling (925) 371-1987. 
The event is $65 Occasio Society 
members and $75 non-members, all 
inclusive. www.occasiowinery.com. 
2245 South Vasco Road, Livermore, 
(925) 371-1987

Ranchers of the Amador-Livermore 
Valley, Aug. 19, A panel of local 
ranchers discuss the history and 
practices of ranching in the Amador-
Livermore Valley. An event in the Ed 
Kinney Lecture Series sponsored by 
the Museum on Main. At 7:00 p.m. 

at the Lynnewood Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. 
Museum members: $5, others: $10. 
Information: 925-462-2766 or www.
museumonmain.org.

Occasio Winery One Year Anni-
versary Celebration! Aug. 28 and 
29, noon to 5 p.m. Celebrating a 
wonderful year of gold medals, sold 
out wines and our fantastic Occasio 
Society wine club members. Release 
or new wines – award winning ’09 
Sauvignon Blanc and the anticipated 
’08 Reserve Zinfandel. Great food 
and live music. Saturday 1:30 – 5:00, 
bluegrass band Old Tunnel Road. On 
Sunday, 1:30 – 5:00 gypsy jazz band 
Gaucho. www.occasiowinery.com. 
2245 South Vasco Road, Livermore, 
(925) 371-1987

Day in the Park, Sun., Aug. 29, fund-
raiser for the Taylor Family Founda-
tion and Camp Arroyo. Gift center, 
live auction, wine tasting, celebrity 
guests, gourmet foods tasting, music 
and camp tour. $175 for individual 
tickets or $2000 for table of ten 
guests. 455-5118 or www.ttff.org

Fourth Annual Wine & Equine 

benefit for SonRise Equestrian 
Foundation. Saturday, September 
18, 2010, from 1-5 p.m., at the Charles 
Wilhelm Training Center in Castro 
Valley. SonRise Equestrian Founda-
tion helps create connections between 
children and horses.  The Wine & 
Equine benefit provides the majority 
of SonRise Equestrian Foundation’s 
annual income. In addition to the 
barbecue and desserts provided by 
Esin Restaurant, the afternoon in-
cludes a wine cellar raffle, live and 
silent auctions, demonstrations and 
a horse show. Wines from Wente 
Vineyards and Murrieta’s Well and 
hand-crafted beers from Drake’s 
Brewing Company. Event sponsors 
include Murrieta’s Well, Wente Vine-
yards and 95.7 The Wolf radio station. 
Tickets to the Fourth Annual Wine & 
Equine event are available for $75 per 
person  at 510-838-7433 or sonrise@
sonriseequestrianfoundation.org. 
SonRise is located at the Charles 
Wilhelm Training Center, 6496 Crow 
Canyon Road in Castro Valley. For 
more information, visit www.sonri-
seequestrianfoundation.org.

ART & ENTERTAINMENT
(continued from page 9)
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Jennifer DeCoite and Steven 
Saylors were wed on June 26, 2010 
at Old St. Raymond’s Church in 
Dublin. Family and friends were 
on hand for the early evening 
ceremony. Rev. Hank Visscher 
officiated.

Jennifer is the daughter of Dr. 
Steven and Jane DeCoite of Pleas-
anton. Steven is the son of Sharon 
Saylors of Castro Valley and 
Creston Saylors of Rock Island, 
Tennessee.

A reception followed in the 
garden of the bride’s parents home 
in Pleasanton. There was music, 
dinner, dancing and fun that went 
on late into the evening.

Serving as Maid of Honor was 
the bride’s sister Monique Jasper. 
Bridesmaids are Marni DeCoite, 
Tori DeCoite and Julie Leon-
ard, sisters-in-law, and Chrystina 
Gayden and Erin Reidy, friends 
of the bride.

Serving as best man was Ty-
rone Wright. Groomsmen were 
Nick Burns, Brian Hoffa, Zach 
Zogorski, friends of the groom; 
and Jamie DeCoite and Jonathon 
DeCoite, brothers of the bride.

The bride’s niece, Rylan De-
Coite, was flower girl. Nephews 
Brennan DeCoite and Brett DeCo-
ite served as ringbearers.

Rick Baumgart, of Livermore, 
a MacMurray College student in 
the class of 1980, has established 
a scholarship fund in honor of 
Steve West, his mentor and trainer 
in high school in Jacksonville, Ill., 
and Henry “Chip” Marchetti, of 
New Bern N.C., a former MacMur-
ray wrestling coach.

“I owe a lot to those two men,” 
said Rick Baumgart. The West/
Marchetti Scholarship will ad-
ministered by the Kiwanis Club 
of Jacksonville, Ill.

Initially, the West/Marchetti 
Scholarship will be for at least 
$2,500 per year, but Baumgart will 
be raising money this fall and hopes 
to fund a full, annual scholarship 
for a MacMurray student. Dona-
tions may be made to the Kiwanis 
Club of Jacksonville Foundation; 
P.O. Box 1583, Jacksonville, Ill. 
62651. Write “West/Marchetti 
Scholarship in the memo line.

“One person can have a trans-
formative impact on the life of a 
talented student,” said MacMurray 
President Colleen Hester. “When a 
‘transformed student,’ whose suc-
cessful life has been prepared by 
education, returns as a donor and 
establishes such a scholarship to 
support other students’ education 
and to pay tribute to the profes-
sional who made such a difference, 
more lives are transformed! This 
is the best of ‘pay it forward,’ and 
on behalf of those students who 
will receive help from this West/
Marchetti Kiwanis scholarship, I 

Jennifer is employed at Pruden-
tial Realty in Pleasanton. Steven 
works at Bell Electrical in Hay-
ward.

The coupled honeymooned in 
Maui and Kauai. They are now at 
home in Pleasanton.

express sincere gratitude.”
West and Marchetti were in-

strumental in Baumgart attending 
MacMurray College.

“Those four years of college 
have carried me through my life,” 
Baumgart said. “These two men 
are responsible. I have been truly 
blessed to have them as mentors 
and friends and have learned so 
much from both of them.”

Rick Baumgart is Vice Presi-
dent for the Western United States 
for CommVault Systems, a New 
Jersey-based software company.

“I was really taken aback when 
he told me at homecoming last fall 
what he and his wife were going 
to do,” said West. “It was very 
humbling.”

In the fall, West will begin his 
35th year as the JHS wrestling and 
soccer coach. He is also head of the 
Physical Education Department at 
the high school.

“It was a real nice gesture,” said 
Marchetti, who has never had a for-
mer wrestler honor him in such a 
way. “He was a very good wrestler. 
I’m really proud of him, what he’s 
done with his life.”

Marchetti was head wrestling 
and baseball coach at MacMurray 
1975-80. He moved to New Bern, 
N.C., in 1995 and since then has 
held a positions at several school 
districts in the area.

 

Army Reserve Capt. Robert A. McLachlan is returning to the U.S. after a 
deployment to Iraq or Afghanistan in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom or 
Enduring Freedom, respectively.

The soldiers return to Fort Dix, N.J. for debriefing, evaluations and out-pro-
cessing procedures before returning to their regularly assigned Army Reserve 
or National Guard units.

The captain served in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in the Iraq The-
ater of Operations. McLachlan, a civil affairs officer, is assigned to the 472nd 
Combat Battalion, Chicago, Ill.

He is the son of Robert A. McLachlan of Grayling, Mich., and Sherrill 
A. Corbett of Livermore. In 1979, he graduated from Grayling High School, 
and received a bachelor's degree in 1985 from Central Michigan University, 
Mount Pleasant.

Nathan Dingler graduated from graduated from San Francisco State Uni-
versity May 2010  with a double major in finance and a minor in marketing. 
He was president of the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity and   ASI student body rep 
for business dept. Nathan graduated from Foothill High School in Pleasanton 
in 2005.

Emily McGrady-Beach of Pleasanton has been named to the Whitworth 
University Laureate Society for fall semester 2010. McGrady-Beach qualified 
for the academic honors society by maintaining a grade point average of at 
least 3.75 during the semester. Founded in 1890, Whitworth is a private liberal 

Vows Exchanged 
at Old St. Ray-

mond's

Steven Saylors and Jennifer DeCoite.

Former Student Sets up Scholarship 
Fund to Honor Mentor and Trainer

Rick Baumgart
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Electronic Waste Collection Event Recy-
cling Fund-raiser for Open Heart Kitchen: 
Sat., Aug. 14, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Amador Valley 
High School, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. 
Recycle free: televisions, monitors, laptops, flat 
screens, cell phones, extension cords (wire); 
$5 per item: computers, stereos, telephones, 
printers, copiers, DVD/VCR, FAX Machines. 
$15 per item: microwave ovens. Checks pay-
able to Open Heart Kitchen. Cash donations 
accepted. All items are recycled according to 
California Law. For more information call Amy 
Burchett 925 5701543

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., Aug. 14, 23 miles Fuddrucker's ride, meet 
10 a.m. in Willows Shopping Venter, Randy 
Huey, 518-8439. Sun., Aug. 15, 20 miles and 
40+ miles, happy 29th birthday Spokesmen, 
meet 10 a.m. at Dublin High School, Bob and 
Bonnie Powers, 828-5299 (short loop) or Jim 
Duncan 209-1369 (long loop). Tues., Aug. 17, 
8-13 miles Lake Chabot loop mountain bike 
ride, meet 7 p.m., Janie Page, 408-598-0247. 
Wed., Aug. 18, 38 miles Lafayette on a loop 
out to Pinole, meet 9 a.m. at staging area on 
Olympic, Gail Bianco, 872-1001. Anyone 
planning to go on a ride is asked to contact 
the leader for details on where to meet and 
what to bring.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities, and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX 
at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at denicia.gres-
sel@cril-online.org. All services are free.

The Alameda Chapter of eWomen Net-
work presents "Vanity Circus - The Book as a 
Platform for Business Success" at it's upcoming 
meeting on Tuesday, August 17, from 11:00 
am to 1:00 pm, at the Lake Merritt Hotel.  The 
speaker is Michelle Gamble-Risley, president 
of 3L Publishing LLC and M Communications. 
Lake Merritt Hotel is located at 1800 Madison 
St. in Oakland. The cost to attend is $35 for 
members; $45 for nonmembers. Tables are 
available for those interested in exhibiting. 
For more information, contact Angie Tous-
saint-Billingsly, Alameda County eWomen 
Managing Director, at (510) 523-2568

Tri-Valley Chapter of the National Fed-
eration of the Blind, meets Saturday, August 
14, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  in Cafeteria Room 
2 at Valley Memorial Hospital in Livermore, 
1111 East Stanley Blvd.  Do you know anyone 
who is blind or is experiencing vision loss?  The 
organization can help people to adjust.  Any 
visually impaired or blind person is urged to 
attend.  Call, Carl,  449-9362 for more info.

Creative People Needed, a few creative 
people are sought to help design and outfit 
the interior of the Livermore Heritage Guild's 
new Historymobile. If you know anything 
about displays, posters, interior design, etc., 
you are the person I need. Please call if you 
are interested: Nancy Mulligan, 925-443-3076 
or n.mulligan@comcast.net.

Writing Essays that Shine, LARPD 
offers a "Writing Essays that Shine" class on 
Saturday, August 21 from 9:30-noon or Sunday, 
October 3 from 1:30-4:00. Learn techniques 
that will make writing more fun, and tips for 
making your essay stand out among hundreds 
or thousands. Register at www.larpd.dst.ca.us 
or call 373-5700 for more details.

Livermore High School Class of 1970 
reunion, Sat., Sept. 18, 6 to 11 p.m. . Hilton 
Garden Inn, 2801 Constitution Dr., Liver-
more. $60.00pp - includes a buffet dinner 
and a glass of wine. To reserve send a check 
to Robert Plunkett  6752 Teasdale Street, 
Lancaster, CA 93536-1246, by August 18, 
include email or phone number so reservation 
can be confirmed. 

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new & long-time residents to its 
monthly luncheon on September 16 at Crow 

Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Dr., 
Danville.   11:30 - 2pm. Representatives from 
the League of Women Voters will speak.  Lunch 
cost is $19.00. Call Susan, 925-718-5214, for 
reservations.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Happy Hour in Pleasanton, Aug. 19, 5:30 
p.m. RSVP by Aug. 17 to Marge, 828-5124. 
Friendly bridge, Aug. 21, 1 p.m., RSVP by 
Aug. 17 to Jeanne, 361-6110. Birthday dinner, 
Aug. 22, 5 p.m. RSVP to Jill at 510-881-4788. 
Luncheon in Fremont, Aug. 25, 1 p.m., RSVP 
by Aug. 23 to Vickie, 51-656-1166. Miniature 
Golf and lunch in Castro Valley, Aug. 26, 10 
a.m., RSVP by Marge and Wes at 510-582-
6038. Champagne Brunch in San Ramon, Aug. 
29, 11:45 a.m. RSVP by Aug. 26 to Marsha, 
830-8483.

Amador Valley Quilt Guild will meet 
Saturday, August 14, at 1:30 pm at the Pleas-
anton Middle School, 5001 Case Avenue, 
Pleasanton. The meeting is open to all those 
who are interested in the culture, history and 
artistry of quiltmaking. Guest speaker will be 
Diane Steele from Davis, CA. She will present 
ideas and formats in the collective tradition of 
quilting: “Group Quilts: Round Robins, Chal-
lenges and Block Exchanges.”

Toastmasters, Amador Valley group meets 
at Mimi's Cafe, 4775 Hacienda Dr., Dublin, 7 
a.m. Thursday mornings. Learn go communi-
cate more effectively, improve presentation 
skills and leadership potential. Contact Hal 
Brown, 462-2412, for information.

Casino Night, Wed., Aug. 27, 7 to 9 p.m. 
benefit for Alzheimer’s Association, Memory 
Walk. $20 per person donation includes cock-
tails, heavy hors d'oeuvres, blackjack, poker, 
craps, and roulette. High Stakes room is avail-
able. Winnings are converted to raffle tickets 
to win tons of great prizes. Heritage Estates, 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. Information 
373-3636. 

The Disability Action Network (DAN) 
meets 2 p.m. Thurs., Aug. 12 at Livermore CRIL 
office, 3311 Pacific Ave., Livermore.  DAN is 
a group of people with all kinds of disabilities 
who are working together to make change in the 
community.  The group works on health care, 
housing, access, attendant programs, transpor-
tation, and other issues affecting people with 
disabilities.  The group is a project of CRIL, 
Community Resources for Independent Living.  
CRIL serves people with all disabilities and 
seniors with disabling conditions, providing 
assistance with housing, personal assistant 
services, benefits, assistive technology, advo-
cacy, and peer counseling.  CRIL’s mission is 
to advocate and provide resources for people 
with disabilities to improve the quality of life 
and make communities fully accessible. For 
more information, please call Jessica Lehman 
at (510) 881-5743 x5937.

Livermore Area Blood Drive - Friday, 
August 20, 1-7:00 p.m. at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue (note 
new location!). There is a severe shortage of 
blood in the Bay Area, and only 3% of the 
eligible people give blood. Please help save a 
life by giving blood. The process takes 1-1½ 
hours, and snacks and refreshments are served 
after you donate. You must be 17 years old, 
and have a form of identification with you. To 
sign up, go to www.RedCrossBlood.org, and 
use ASBURY925 as the sponsor code.  Tom 
Petty at 925-980-8164.

Diabetes Self-Management classes, 
free, to help understand and learn to manage 
Type 2 Diabetes. 7 week series teaches what 
to eat, how and why to check blood sugar, 
the effects of exercise and emotions on blood 
sugar, medications and more. Morning and 
evening classes starting in July and August in 
Pleasanton and morning class starting in August 
in Livermore. Class size is limited. Minimum 
6. Call 510-383-5185 for more information 
and to register.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network, 
meets 7 p.m. Aug. 16. Sharon Tom, founder 
of ‘Ohana Resource Group, will present the 
program. She will discuss effectively com-
municate with children, one needs to adapt the 
way they are spoken to based on their physical, 
emotional and cognitive developmental stages. 
Meeting at Harvest Park Middle School, 4900 
Valley Avenue, Pleasanton. This meeting is 
free for Chapter members and first time visi-
tors. Meetings are held on the third Monday 
evening of each month. For further information, 
please visit: www.holisticmoms.org or email 
Tri-ValleyHMN@hotmail.com 

Behind the Curtain, with Nicholas Stad-

don, director of new plant introductions from 
Monrovia Growers. Thurs., Sept. 2, 6 p.m. 
Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Liver-
more. Free plant raffle. Sign up today to reserve 
a seat for this free event, 447-0280.

Livermore High School Class of 1965 is 
celebrating a 45th year class reunion. There will 
be a number of activities taking place, giving 
a chance for classmates to reminisce about 
their high school days. The primary event is 
the Saturday evening party at Beeb's Sports 
Bar & Grill, 7pm to Midnight, September 
25th, $45 per person. A picnic will be held 
Sunday afternoon , September 26th, $15 per 
person. For additional information contact 
Betty Gonsalves Klino at 925- 443-0642 or 
nklino@hotmail.com

Vineyard Alternative Elementary/
Middle School, Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District independent study program for 
grades 1-8 now accepting enrollment for the 
2010-2011 school year. A parent orientation 
meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Wed., Aug. 18 in 
room 8 at the Ed Rundstrom Learning Center, 
1401 Almond Ave., Livermore. This voluntary 
program is designed to assist parents who wish 
to instruct their children at home. The program 
provides, at no cost, educational materials that 
meet district and state framework guidelines. 
For more information, call 606-4722 ext. 3 or 
go to www.vineyard.schoolloop.com.

Moonlight on the Mountain, Saturday, 
August 28, Save Mount Diablo. This special, 
one-of-a-kind event for 500 guests includes 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres, silent and live 
auction, elegant sit-down dinner, and live 
music. “Moonlight on the Mountain” takes 
place outdoors on a flat plateau next to the 
dramatic rock formations of China Wall, with 
a spectacular view of undeveloped rolling hills 
and the summit of Mount Diablo—all under 
the light of the rising moon. The event also 
includes a presentation of the “Mountain Star” 
awards to individuals and organizations who 
have been significant in preserving, interpreting 
and restoring Mount Diablo. Last year's win-
ners were Weston Cook (landowner Award) 
and Bob Marx (Leadership Award). For ticket 
information call (925) 947-3535

Hillsdale High School, Class of 1980, 30th 
Reunion, on November 6, 2010. Classmates, 
send contact information to Hillsdale1980@
gmail.com

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, Peaceful War 
Protest on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 
August 25 between 5 - 6 at the corners of First 
and Neal Streets. Questions?? Call Cathe 
Norman at (925) 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at 
mjs7882@gmail.com; or kdowding@pacbell.
net. Please see our New P4P web site. www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Andrew's Awesome Advocates, hosting a 
dinner and concert at 5 p.m. Aug. 14 at Trinity 
Baptist Church, Livermore. Tickets $10 per 
person includes a complete spaghetti dinner 
and music by Trinity Baptist Church Worship 
Band and The Discovery Church Worship 
Team. All proceeds benefit the Andrew Hewitt 
Medical Trust Fund. www.contracostatimes.
com/search/ci_145855646?source=email.

Free Princeton Review practice SAT 
test. Sat., Sept. 4, Livermore Library. Students 
who plan to take the SAT test are invited to 
participate in this important college prepara-
tory event. This proctored exam will begin 
promptly at 10:00am and end at 2:00pm in the 
Storytime/Craft Room of the Livermore Public 
Library, Civic Center. Parents and students are 
invited to return for the SAT Strategy Session 
on Thursday, September 9, 2010 from 6:00 to 

8:30pm to view scores, get feedback, and ask 
questions about standardized tests for college. 
To register for the practice test and the strategy 
session, please visit the Princeton Review’s 
website at www.princetonreview.com. For 
more information, please visit TEEN SPACE 
on the library’s website: www.livermore.
lib.ca.us or contact Sandy at 925-373-5500 
extension 5583.

Livermore Military Families is a support 
group for families in Livermore, who have a 
loved one serving in the Military. It is a safe 
place to come and share the joys, tears and fears 
they have with others who understand what 
they are going through. All family members 
are welcome to attend meetings. Meetings are 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the 
home of Cindy Gavello, 2851 Tahoe Drive, 
Livermore from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

 Pleasanton/Tulancingo Sister City An-
nual BBQ, Sat., Aug. 14, 5:30 to 11 p.m. Ivy 
Glen BBQ Area, Alameda County Fairgrounds 
in Pleasanton. Includes: Social Hour (no-host 
bar) and Silent Auction - tables full of great 
items; Tony Machiano's Lickety Spit BBQ 
Dinner with all the trimmings; Live Auction 
(items such "Black Tie" Wine Limo Trip, 
Stays in Mexico & New Orleans, Sailing on 
the Bay & much more); Dancing under the 
Stars - MC'd by KGO's Gary Hanson. $30.00 
per person. For Information and Tickets, call 
Mary Mendez 925-600-8414

Tri-Valley Democratic Club potluck 
BBQ on Sat., Aug. 28, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Kolb Park in Dublin. TVDC will supply the 
main dishes & set up, you bring the rest. Last 
name A-F brings side dishes and salads, G-R 
brings desserts or appetizers, S-Z brings non-
alcoholic beverages. Free Admission. Please 
forward this invitation & RSVP so we know 
how much to buy.

Caregiver Support Group, meets 2nd and 
4th Mondays of each month, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Learn new coping strategies and ways to better 
care for yourself. No fee to attend. Hope Hos-
pice Inc., 6377 Clark Ave., Suite 100, Dublin. 
829-8770, www.HopeHospice.com.

French classes for children after school, 
EFBA will be offering French classes to stu-
dents K-5 after school this fall. There are differ-
ent levels available ranging from beginners to 
children who speak French with their families. 
Children will learn the language and the culture 
through high-quality instruction and engaging 
activities. Visit the website more information: 
http//: efba.us or call 922-0270.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Val-
ley. Activities include a coffee on the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah 
Jongg, bridge, walking and hiking groups, 
family activities and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 215-8405 or visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com.

Learn Scottish Country dancing at the 
Livermore class of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society, San Francisco Branch. Lively 
reels and jigs, graceful strathspeys. All ages. 
Adults Mondays 8 to 9:30 p.m. Livermore 
Veteran's Hall, 522 South L St., Livermore; 
youth or adult Fridays 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Valley Dance Theatre School, 2247 Second 
St., Suite B, Livermore. Call Margaret Ward, 
449-5932 or Sheena MacQueen, 447-1833.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with a mis-
sion to distribute stuffed animals to social 
services, emergency services, medical facili-

ties and anyone who needs a hug. Based in 
Livermore, the group reaches around the Bay 
Area and the world. Volunteers needed to hold 
collections of gently used teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals, assist with fund-raising and 
deliver the animals to organizations supported 
by the group. Meetings 2nd Thursday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police Sta-
tion. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org or call 
373-7982 for more information.

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
(CL) is a nonprofit, peer-based, self-help sup-
port group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Meetings in Room 7 at 
7 p.m. every Monday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
St. Mary & St. John Coptic Orthodox Church. 
Room 7, 4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just 
come or call our one of the volunteers: 925-200-
1943, or go to www.ClutterLess.org.

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Christensen, 
Arroyo Seco and East Ave Schools, and Ex-
ceptional Needs Network and All American 
Sports Academy Teams.  925-606-7777 for 
more information.

RELIGION
Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 

to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
925-305-9468. 

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8:30, 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. with Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Bible study for adults 
and activities for all ages on Wednesdays at 
6:45 p.m. 447-1848.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Blvd., Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Tuesday 
Bible study, 10 a.m. to noon. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Divorce Care, Valley Bible Church, 7106 
Johnson Dr., Pleasanton. 13-week seminar and 
support group for people going through divorce 
or separation. A 30-minute video shown each 
night featuring experts on a variety of topics. 
Group meets Tuesdays 7 to 9 p.m. starting Sept. 
14. There is a one time charge of $25 for the 
workbook and other materials. Preregistration 
is required. Contact Mark Porter, 846-9693 or 
mcporter@hotmail.com.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, Non-Religious 
Rosh Hashanah celebration. Wednesday, Sept. 
8, 7 p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
St. in Livermore. A short program of readings 
and music followed by an apples and honey 
reception. Child-friendly. Those attending are 
encouraged to bring canned or boxed food for 
the food bank. Free to TVCJ members. $10/
adult (over 13) non-member. For information 
and reservations 925 485-1049 or reserva-
tions@tri-valleyculturaljews.org.

St. Bart’s Episcopal Church.  There will 
be a Celebration of Rev. Carol Cook’s Ministry 
on August 28 at 5:30pm.  Please join us for 
this special occasion as we bid farewell. 678 
Enos Way, Livermore. Visit the website more 
information www.saintbartslivermore.com.

 
 

 

 


