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It was a surprise to one young man when he spotted his reflection in one of the decorated
plywood cows that were on display last Wednesday in downtown Pleasanton. Visitors were
asked to vote for their favorite cows. The fanciful cows are part of The Udder Event, a fund-
raiser benefiting the Alviso Adobe Community Park and Museum on Main. They will be back
downtown for the running of the cows on Sept. 20.

Inside PETS OF THE WEEK
Frasier and Martin are playful kittens just looking for a
good home.  Valley Humane Society currently has many
kittens available for adoption- in fact, Kitty City is
overflowing with adorable baby kitties looking for families
of their own!  All kittens are spayed or neutered, vaccinated,
and microchipped.  Visit Valley Humane Society’s Kitty City
Tues-Sat from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Visit the web site
www.valleyhumane.org or call 925-426-8656 for more
details.

Pleasanton harpist Domin-
ique Piana, assisted by her stu-
dents, will present “The Magic
of the Harp," a program explor-
ing the history and the different
effects and moods produced by
the harp. The program will be at
2 p.m. on Sun., Aug. 17 at the
Pleasanton Library.

One of the most ancient and
universal instruments in exist-
ence, its newest incarnation as
the double-action pedal harp
still presents many mysteries. Al-
ways drawing back to the old
myths and common lore, they
feature imitations of sounds of
nature like water and wind, magic
bells and exotic sounds.

Compositions by Handel,
Godefroid, Zabel, Debussy and
others will illustrate the harp's
different voices.

Piana grew up bicultural
(French and German) in Bel-
gium, where she studied harp at
the Brussels Conservatory of
Music. After moving to Califor-
nia to study with renowned
teacher Susann McDonald, she
earned an M.A. in harp perfor-
mance at Claremont Graduate
University. She served as Profes-
sor of Harp at the University of
Redlands from 1986 to 2001, has
taught at La Sierra University in

Dominique Piana

Library Program
Shows 'The Magic
Of the Harp'

(See HARP, page 2)

Workers replaced the
lightbulb in the Bob Howard
clock at Lizzie Park in
Livermore.
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Olympic fans gathered last Friday at the Livermore Valley Plaza  to watch the opening ceremonies
on a big screen.

By Patricia Koning
The trustees of the Livermore

Valley Joint Unified School Dis-
trict kicked off an effort to renew
the District’s parcel tax by unani-
mously adopting a resolution last
Tuesday to place the measure on
the November ballot.

The District is asking voters to
extend the parcel tax for five years
at an annual rate of $138 per par-
cel. The existing parcel tax, which
expires in June 2010, was for $120
per parcel.

The trustees approved the fol-
lowing ballot language:

“To maintain the quality of lo-
cal schools, attract and retain

District Launches Parcel Tax Renewal Effort
highly qualified teachers, and
maintain small class sizes, col-
lege/career/job preparation
classes, art/music/foreign lan-
guage programs, computers, in-
frastructure and instructional
technology upgrades, elemen-
tary science specialists, and high
school counselors, shall Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified
School District extends its ex-
piring parcel tax for five years
at $11.50/month per parcel, with
a senior citizen exemption, in-
dependent oversight, no admin-
istrators’ salaries, and all funds
staying local to benefit Liver-
more children”

There are two significant
changes from the 2004 ballot
measure. The first is adding the
term “job preparation” with col-
lege/career preparation classes.

“We want to prepare our stu-
dents to contribute and thrive in
a changing world, no matter what
they want to do,” explains Liv-
ermore School Superintendent
Brenda Miller. “This language
applies to all of our students.”

The other change involves re-
placing librarians with comput-
ers, infrastructure and instruc-
tional technology upgrades. Ac-
cording to Miller, the survey con-
ducted in the spring found more

support for technology special-
ists and computer and instruc-
tional technology, so those items
were placed on the ballot mea-
sure. This means that if the new
parcel tax were passed, library
technicians would be paid from
the District’s general fund rather
than the parcel tax when that
measure takes effect.

While the District won’t have
an actual lettered Measure (for
example, the 2004 parcel tax was
Measure D) for a few more weeks,
the campaign is already under-
way. Because of the increase in
absentee ballots that are often
turned in weeks before Election

Day, Miller says the campaign
needs to target the end of Octo-
ber.

Based on the 71% passage
rate of Measure D in 2004 and
the results of the survey taken in
the spring, which predicted a pas-
sage rate of 72-77% for a 5-year
$138 annual per parcel tax, the
District’s parcel tax renewal has
a good chance of success. Still,
District staff and the trustees
aren’t taking anything for
granted. “We’ll be working hard
right up through Election Day to
convince any undecided voters,”
says Miller.

The Board of Directors of the
Livermore Valley Performing
Arts Center (LVPAC) has voted
to pursue a change in the pro-
posed site of the 2000-seat re-
gional performing arts theater
from the southeast corner of First
Street and South Livermore Av-
enue (Peet’s Coffee) to a new lo-
cation within the old Lucky
Shopping Center complex at
Livermore and Railroad Av-
enues.

The new site recently became
available when the City of Liv-
ermore re-acquired it after the
previously announced Liver-
more Village development was
unable to obtain financing.

Reacting to suggestions from
Vice Mayor John Marchand,
members of the City Council and
local residents, LVPAC com-
pared the two sites. It was deter-
mined that the Lucky site could
provide significant benefits over

LVPAC Selects
Old Lucky Site for
Regional Theater

the original location, including
lower cost, better traffic circula-
tion, and a more pleasing visual
and pedestrian connection to the
Bankhead Theater and the Liv-
ermore Valley Center. In addition,
it would allow for the retention
of Mills Square Park and the his-
toric AT&T building.

“While the original site had
been selected by the City and
LVPAC, following a detailed ex-
amination of several locations in
the downtown, the unexpected
availability of the old Lucky
Center offered new opportunities
that turned out to be too good to
pass up,” according to Len
Alexander, LVPAC’s Executive
Director. “Although some might
prefer the original location as the
iconic center of our downtown,
the Lucky site creates the poten-
tial to partner with a developer
to create amenities, such as shops

(See THEATER, page 3)

The Bothwell Arts Center an-
nounced that Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric has agreed to become the
headline sponsor of the 7th An-
nual ArtWalk, scheduled for Sat-
urday, October 11, 2008. Accord-
ing to Tom Guarino, PG&E’s
Public Affairs Liaison, PG&E is
making a three year commitment
ensuring the continuation of
ArtWalk.

ArtWalk recently expanded
its focus to include sponsors and
exhibitors with an emphasis on
“walking, hiking, and health”
and invited PG&E to join in.
“PG&E is very excited about
partnering with this and future
years’ ArtWalks. This is a won-
derful event which promotes the
local arts, helps local businesses
and promotes the many oppor-
tunities being realized with the
continued renaissance of Liver-
more,” said Guarino.

 Under a recent agreement
between Tri-Valley Artists’ Guild
and Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center (LVPAC),
ArtWalk is to become a
fundraiser for the Bothwell Arts
Center. It is a move that revives
the event and helps the
Bothwell to continue to support
local artists and cultural groups
who utilize the space for their
creative work.

Linda Ryan, the founder of
ArtWalk and manager of the
Bothwell Center, will oversee

PG&E to
Sponsor
ArtWalk

(See ARTWALK, page 2)

Pleasanton will see a re-match
of the 2006 race for mayor this
November.

Incumbent Jennifer Hosterman
is challenged by Steve Brozosky,
who lost to Hosterman in 2006
by 188 votes. Brozosky is a former
city councilmember. He is cur-
rently filling out the term of
school board member, the late
Juanita Haugen.

Hosterman is seeking her third
term as mayor.

In the council race, incumbents
Cindy McGovern and Matt
Sullivan will take on challengers
Howard Neely and Jerry Pentin.

Rematch in Pleasanton Mayor's Race
Friday was the deadline for

candidates to file their papers for
November elections. The dead-
line is extended until Aug. 13
for races in which eligible in-
cumbents are not seeking re-
election.

John McPartland, a Castro
Valley resident who works for
BART in the area of safety, will
be the opponent for Linda
Jeffery Sailors, who filed a week
ago in the District 5 BART race.
Incumbent Zoyd Luce did not
file for re-election. As of the
Independent’s deadline Aug. 12,
McPartland and Sailors were the

only candidates in the race.
McPartland is a retired Oak-

land fire department battalion
chief, who now works for BART
in the field of hazardous materi-
als. He teaches at Chabot Col-
lege, and serves on the advisory
board for the fire technology pro-
gram at Las Positas College. He
is a retired colonel in the Army
reserves, and has degrees in pub-
lic administration and public
management.

McPartland said that if he
were elected to the board, he
would resign his BART job. Ex-

(See ELECTION, page 4)

Play at Springtown Golf
Course was up by 2.8 percent in
the fiscal year ending June 30.
However, it’s too soon to see
whether a new maintenance con-
tract has been instrumental in in-
creased play.

Play at the city’s other course,
Las Positas, was down 1 percent
in the past fiscal year. Both per-
centages are so small that they
don’t really indicate any growth
or shrinkage, said Livermore

Play At Springtown Course
Breaks Six-year Freefall

public works director Dan
McIntyre.

McIntyre said that in another
six to nine months, the impact of
the new maintenance contract
would become clearer. Mean-
while, golfers have reported that
they think the course is in better
shape, he said.

Play at Springtown declined
by 41 percent since 2001. The
slight bump-up of 2.8 percent at

(See GOLF, page 4)

By Ron McNicoll
Suzanne Hughes loves free-

dom. Tthat’s why she is happy to
be one of America’s newest citi-
zens.

Freedom isn’t just a word for
the Livermore resident. She was
born 80 years ago in Lyon, a city
of about one-half million in east
central France.

As a teen-ager, she helped in
the underground resistance
against the occupying German
army. She smuggled false iden-
tity cards, so that Jewish families
could have them to escape depor-
tation to concentration camps. “I
never got caught. I was young. I
had my schoolbooks. They never
checked my identification,” said
Hughes.

Not all Jewish families there
were lucky. “Close friends of ours
— mother, father, son 19 years old,
and daughter 17 — were sent to
Dachau. They never came back.”

Hughes’ entire family worked
in the resistance. The older mem-
bers carried weapons and ammu-
nition to resistance fighters. Re-
sistance was painful for the
French, because for every German

New U.S. Citizen Helped
Fight Nazi Occupation

soldier who died, the Germans
executed 10 local residents.

The occupation of Lyon
lasted two years and nine
months, until the liberating Brit-
ish and American armies cap-
tured the city. The Germans al-
most caught Hughes’ family.
However, they left their Lyon
apartment just one day before
the soldiers came to arrest them.
They took refuge in their coun-
try house, about 25 miles away.
The Germans never looked for
them there. They apparently
were unaware of the second do-
micile.

The family was lucky, said
Hughes. Many times, Allied sol-
diers parachuted onto the
family’s rural land at night. The
Germans never suspected any-
thing, she said.

Some Lyon residents were not
so lucky. Two men from the city
had worked in the resistance
since the war’s start in 1939.
They were found out by the Ger-
mans, who tortured people to
obtain names. The two men were
executed in public on the day

(See CITIZEN, page 2)

Financial cuts for hospice-
care support from Medicare
would impact Hope Hospice in
the Tri-Valley, and eventually
shift the care for terminal pa-
tients to hospitals, which would

Medicare Cuts Would Hurt Hope Hospice
cost Medicare even more, accord-
ing to Helen Meier, executive
director of Hope Hospice.

Meier said that Medicare has
published a federal rule that
would reduce the annual cost of

living increase to hospices. Cur-
rently, Hope Hospice and many
others count on a 4 to 5 percent
increase annually to pay for in-
creases in staff salaries and the

(See HOSPICE, page 4)
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Riverside and at Holy Names
University in Oakland, and
teaches privately.

 As a solo performer Domin-
ique has made a specialty of his-
torical recitals. She has presented
“The Romantic Spirit," a program
of 19th century music and po-
etry, in concert tours throughout
the United States.

As a soloist with orchestra, she
premiered the Concerto by Jo-
seph Jongen for Southern Cali-
fornia audiences in five perfor-
mances during the 1991-92 sea-
son and premiered her own edi-
tion of the Ballade by
Alberstoetter with the Livermore-
Amador Symphony last Decem-
ber.

The program is free and open
to all. No registration required.
For more information, call Penny
Johnson, 931-3405.

HARP
(continued from page one)
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Dogs and their owners took part in the annual Pooch Parade during First Wednesday party in
downtown Pleasanton last Wednesday. Dogs were dressed up for the occasion in a variety of
fancy outfits.

the event with support from
LVPAC staff and volunteers.

The Bothwell Arts Center is a
project of LVPAC.

ArtWalk 2008 is scheduled for
October 11th from 11am to 5pm
along First Street in downtown
Livermore. The event tradition-
ally brings thousands to enjoy a
day of art, music, wine and shop-
ping.

This year ArtWalk encom-
passes a variety of art forms. Take
an impromptu salsa lesson from
It’s All About Dancing; take part
in the kickoff of Livermore’s next
Ekphrasis literary and visual art
experience organized by Connie
Post, Livermore’s Poet Laureate,
and Cher Wollard, sponsored by
Windermere Welcome Home; and
enjoy art demonstrations and a
talk by trompe’ oleil master mu-
ralist Andrew Johnstone, hosted
by Modern Masters and Way Up
Art & Frame.

To participate as an artist, busi-
ness, or sponsor - download a
printable pdf and send in regis-
tration with payment. Please call
925-447-ARTS or email
info@ArtWalkLivermore.org for
additional information. The
deadline is August 15.

ARTWALK
(continued from page one)

before the Allied armies liberated
Lyon. “My father took me away
from there, so I would not see the
executions,” she said.

Hughes became a war bride.
She married George Hughes, who
served in the Royal Air Force. Her
sister married a U.S. soldier, and
moved to the United States. She
fell ill, and Hughes and her hus-
band moved to the United States

to be close to her. They liked the
nation so much, they decided to
stay.

The most impressive thing
then was the contrast between
war-torn Europe, with its scarce
supply of goods, including food,
and the abundance in the stores
here, said Hughes. The war not
only killed or wounded many
innocent Europeans, but took
away their economy for years.

George Hughes obtained a job
in Oakland with Granny Goose,
the former potato chip manufac-
turer. He worked there for more
than 30 years as an electrician
and repairman until his retire-
ment. He died several years ago.

Suzanne Hughes had a career
assisting veterinarians in their
work, and completing the office
paperwork for them. She still
drives one day each week to
Castro Valley to work in a
veterinarian’s office.

Cheering on Hughes at the
citizenship ceremony this week
were Hughes’ daughter, Kathy
Hughes, also a Livermore resi-
dent, and her two grandsons,
Casey and Justin Pilkington.
Casey is a Marine Corps sergeant
who has been to Iraq four times,
and is stationed near San Diego.
Justin lives in Livermore, and is
a corporal in the Marine reserves.

Hughes said that while her
husband was alive, she didn’t
become a citizen, because she

deferred to him on the point. He
didn’t feel there was a need, since
both of them had legal residency.
However, after he died, she
learned of a citizenship class at
Livermore adult school, took the
three-month course, and passed
the citizenship exam.

“Becoming a citizen repays a
little bit what the country did for
me when I came here,” declared
Hughes.

CITIZEN
(continued from page one)

Jean Leasure, the Mines Road
resident who delivers mail to far
rural addresses south of Liver-
more, has signed a new contract
with the U.S. Postal Service
(USPS) to continue the deliver-
ies.

Leasure faced loss of the con-
tract because her vehicle was
more than five years old. The
USPS had threatened to not sign
her up again, because her Jeep
Cherokee was older than five
years at the time of the old
contract’s expiration on June 30.

Leasure acknowledged she
knew the rules, but was not able

Post Office Relents On
Mines Road Mail Carrier

to find a suitable vehicle less
than five years old at a price that
she could afford to pay. It’s diffi-
cult to find a low-cost four wheel
vehicle, which she needs on the
route because it snows there, be-
cause of the landscape’s 2600-
foot elevation.

However, the USPS signed a
contract with Leasure on July 1,
with the provision that she ac-
quire a newer vehicle. There is
no time deadline for that, but, she
must make an effort to find one,
she said.

Leasure, a widow living on a
fixed income, found it hard at 68
to obtain the credit necessary to
buy a newer vehicle.

A USPS spokesman said at
that time that the postal service

wants to go green with its fleet,
including contractors’ cars, so a
newer car is better. Leasure’s re-
sponse was, “Why do they have
to start with my car?” She said
her car has been reliable in get-
ting the mail through. Leasure
said she has one customer on the
route who sells used cars, and is
looking out for a newer vehicle
for her.

Leasure delivers the mail on
Tuesdays and Fridays along
Mines Road, in an area that in-
cludes Alameda, Santa Clara,
Stanislaus and San Joaquin coun-
ties. The Stanislaus County por-
tion is not far from “The Junc-
tion,” a landmark tavern near the
junction of Mines Road and Del
Puero Road.

The Hindu Temple located at
1232 Arrowhead Avenue in Liv-
ermore will be conducting a free
Health Fair on September 27,
which will be open to all.

The Health Fair is conducted
as a part of Human Services ac-
tivities at the temple for the ben-
efit of local communities. Cali-
fornia certified physicians will
be offering advice on the health
condition of interested visitors
after preliminary screening. All
visitors will be required to sign
a liability release/authorization
form to participate in this free
health screening

Physicians from different spe-
cializations will be available to
evaluate and advise on those at-
tending on health matters. Health
Fair is open to all.

For more information, email
Human Services Chair
anand_gundu@yahoo.com (or)
call the temple at 925-449-6255.

Hindu Temple
Offers Free
Health Fair
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Lab Withdraws Application
The Lawrence Livermore National Labora-

tory has withdrawn its permit application with
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
District to increase the amounts of explosives
detonated in open-air experiments at the Lab’s
Site 300 experimental test facility.

Since the Lab’s original application was sub-
mitted in 2006, research programs that would
have required increased explosives limits have
evolved. There is no longer a near-term need to
perform larger explosive experiments associated
with those programs. The Lab could submit an-
other permit application in the future if and when
there were a need to undertake experiments us-
ing larger amounts of explosives.

The Lab had anticipated that three tests us-
ing up to 350 lbs. of explosives each would have
been necessary as part of the research program.

The Lab will continue to perform open-air
explosives detonation experiments within the
limits of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District’s exemption from air permitting,
which permits open detonation of explosives in
amounts up to 100 lbs. per day and 1000 lbs. per
year.

Pleasanton Library Closed
The Pleasanton Library will be closed to the

public the morning of Thurs., Aug. 28 while a
new air conditioning and heating unit is installed.
The facility will re-open to the pubic at 1:30
p.m.

Library Director Julie Farnsworth explains,
“The library is now 20 years old. This type of
routine replacement and maintenance is neces-
sary to ensure that the systems are safe and op-
erational with the added benefit of keeping visi-
tors comfortable in all climates.”

Chamber Luncheon
Livermore Vice Mayor John Marchand will

be the guest speaker at the Livermore Chamber
of Commerce wine country summer luncheon
series on Thurs., Aug. 28. His topic will be “Com-
munity Overview and Water Crisis, Does It Im-
pact Our Future.”

Prior to being elected to the Livermore City
Council, Marchand served on the Zone 7 Water
District board. He also works in the industry.

The luncheon will be held at Poppy Ridge
Golf Course, 4280 Greenville Rd., Livermore.
The event begins at 11:30 a.m.

Tickets are $35 for chamber members and their
guests, $45 for nonmembers. Reservations may
be made by calling the chamber at 447-1606.

Solar Cities Website
Solar Cities, a joint project of the Cities of

Livermore and Pleasanton, focuses on educat-
ing consumers about residential solar energy.

The program features free educational work-
shops, web resources, and targeted information
to assist homeowners in making decisions about
investing in a photovoltaic solar system.

A website has been established that provides
basic information for residents interested in ex-
ploring whether solar energy systems are right
for their house. It also includes resources such as

links to other online sites that offer more techni-
cal information, as well as solar calculators and
a listing of solar panel installers.

As workshops are scheduled the date, time
and location will be posted on the Solar Cities
website. The program’s first workshop is setfor
Wednesday, September 24, from 7:00 to 9:00
pm at the Veterans Memorial Building, 310 Main
Street in downtown Pleasanton. The purpose of
the workshop is to educate consumers about how
solar energy systems work, the incentive and re-
bate programs offered through the California
Solar Initiative Program and federal tax credits,
and to provide an opportunity for attendees to
meet informally with solar panel installers. At
this time, this program’s focus is on residents.

For more information about the program, visit
http://www.solarcitiesnow.com. Businesses seek-
ing information related to solar energy may visit
h t t p : / / w w w. p g e . c o m / m y b u s i n e s s /
energysavingsrebates/solar/

Miller Positive about Lab
Last week, Lawrence Livermore National

Laboratory Director George Miller delivered a
talk to employees, reporting, “We’re doing well.
There is growing recognition in Congress of the
important role Laboratory science and technol-
ogy play in “developing solutions to the
nation’s most pressing problems.”

Of the fiscal outlook for FY2009, Miller said
the President’s proposed budget is constant with
FY2008. Both the House and Senate are recom-
mending increases over the President’s proposal.
“This is significantly more positive than this
time last year when both the House and Senate
budgets showed significant decline,” Miller
said. He cautioned however that, “Like last year,
we can expect a continuing resolution for the
beginning of the fiscal year.”

 Miller continued, “Internally, I think we’re
making tremendous progress.” By the end of the
year the Lab will have taken nearly $185 mil-
lion out of the cost of supporting the missions of
the Lab.

A step toward meeting his goal is to have the
cost of a full-time employee attributed to a spon-
sor be equal in FY2009 to what it was in FY2007.
“It means we’ve not only taken out the cost of
the new contract, but also inflation.”

Looking to the future, Miller said the Lab
has a tremendous opportunity to apply its sci-
ence and technology capabilities to the nation’s
most pressing priorities: enhancing national se-
curity, meeting energy and environment needs
and enhancing economic competitiveness.

Despite a tight budget, he said the Labora-
tory has provided an additional $20 million in-
vestment to accelerate initiatives crucial to the
future including: $2.5 million for climate mod-
eling and energy technology; $2.5 million for
cyber defense; $5 million for fusion energy re-
search; and $10 million for upgrading the Lab’s
financial system.

Despite the challenges the Laboratory has
faced this year, Livermore researchers continue
to produce award-winning science and technol-
ogy and to earn broad recognition in the science
community.

and restaurants that will comple-
ment and support the regional
theater. In addition, with the City
already controlling the land, the
development process can ad-
vance more quickly.”

Following the action of its
directors, LVPAC will submit, in
association with Bay Area devel-
oper Holliday Development, its
response to the City’s recent re-
quest for qualifications to de-

velop the old Lucky site. In Sep-
tember, LVPAC and city staff will
present additional information
regarding the proposed opera-
tion and financing of the regional
theater to the City Council.

The proposed 2000-seat Re-
gional Performing Arts Theater
is designed to bring Broadway
shows, high-profile entertainers,
orchestras, dance companies,

musical attractions and family
entertainment to the Livermore
Valley at reasonable prices and
would complement LVPAC’s
highly successful Bankhead The-
ater. The combined theaters are
predicted to significantly en-
hance downtown Livermore as a
shopping, dining and entertain-
ment destination while enhanc-
ing the community’s cultural
profile.

For the eighth consecutive
year, Wheels is offering middle
school students in Dublin, Liver-
more, and Pleasanton a special
free pass aboard its fixed-route
bus service during the first two
weeks of school, August 23
through September 7.

Started in 2001, Try Transit to
School introduces Tri-Valley stu-
dents and parents to the local tran-
sit system and provides them with
a smarter, greener alternative to
driving to school.

“With gas prices at unprec-
edented highs and environmen-
tal concerns on center stage, tak-
ing Wheels to school is a great
way for families to reduce their
carbon footprint and their fuel
costs,” said Wheels Board Chair,
Marj Leider. “Wheels school trip-
per service lowers carbon emis-
sions by taking upwards of 1,000
cars off the streets every school
day, and that translates into
cleaner, healthier air for everyone
in the Tri-Valley.”

Wheels’ route schedules are
coordinated with school hours
and save parents the time and
hassle of sitting in traffic on the
way to and at school.

The free Try Transit to School
pass is good on school tripper and
other fixed-route buses during the
first two weeks of school only, and
will be given to all middle school
students in the Dublin, Livermore,
and Pleasanton public school dis-
tricts.

Livermore and Pleasanton
middle school students will re-
ceive their free transit pass in the
mail prior to the beginning of the
school year.

Dublin middle school students
will receive their free ride pass
during student registration, which
is scheduled at the following
times: Wells Middle School:
Tuesday, August 19 from Noon to
7:00 p.m. and Wednesday, August
20 from 9:00 to 2:00 p.m.; Fallon
Middle School: Wednesday, Au-
gust 20 and Thursday, August 21.

THEATER
(continued from page one)

For more information about
Try Transit to School, visit

www.wheelsbus.com or call (925)
455-7500.

Middle School Students Can Ride Bus Free
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Housing Discrimination
Housing discrimination is still alive in this area, ac-

cording to a recent fair housing survey conducted by
the Eden Council for Hope and Opportunity (ECHO).

Surveyed were 111 properties in the East Bay, South
Bay and Peninsula, including several apartments in Liv-
ermore and Pleasanton. Overall, there were signs of dis-
crimination at 29% of the places visited. They included
three properties apiece in Livermore and Pleasanton.

The discrimination showed itself in subtle forms,
rather than overt ones. Nevertheless, even that kind of
discrimination can be an embittering experience for
those who suffer it. The ECHO report uses strong lan-
guage, asserting that though the days of signs stating
“No Coloreds” are gone, “... the discrimination of the
21st century is far more insidious than the discrimina-
tion before the civil rights movement. ... It is unseen
and only brought to light by the tool of testing.”

After uncovering discrimination, ECHO initiates talks
with the offending landlords, enlightening them about
the law and seeking their cooperation.

We are grateful ECHO exists. This organization serves
to remind us there’s work still to be done. Hopefully,
through its ongoing testing and quiet meetings with
landlords, ECHO will one day be able to report our area
has freed itself from the ugly problem of housing dis-
crimination.

Wente's 125th
Celebrating its 125th anniversary, Wente Vineyards

is observing the occasion by donating 125 cases of wine
to each of five national nonprofit organizations.

The recipients are the Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-
ety, American Cancer Society, America’s Second Har-
vest (nationwide food bank network), Macy’s Passport
HIV/AIDS Benefit, and the Gretsch Foundation.

“The significance of the Wente family’s generous
donation goes beyond the monetary value of the wine,”
observed Heather Shannon of the Leukemia/Lymphoma
Society. “Special events generate an enormous part of
our funding and fine wine is an essential component of
these events. The Wente family’s donation gives us back
precious time and resources that would have been spent
pursuing or purchasing wine for our events.”

A sense of community reigns at Wente Vineyards.
Their donations to charity have been steadily rising:
totals of $130,000 in 2006 and $230,000 in 2007 and
an anticipated $340,000 this year. Rather than basking
in the success of their winery, the Wente family marks
this milestone anniversary by giving further.

least halted the downward spi-
ral.

The city hired a contractor in
May, Livermore Golf Manage-
ment Corp., to maintain both
Springtown and the city’s other
course, Las Positas. The firm is a
subsidiary of a Coureseco, which
manages 15 golf courses in the
Bay Area.

The city council has ex-
pressed concern about a loss of
$323,000 at the Springtown
course. Improving maintenance

GOLF
(continued from page one)

A Local Renaissance,
What comes to mind when you hear “Napa Valley”?
“Sonoma Valley”? What about “Livermore Valley”?

By Suzanne Erera
For the Tri-Valley Conservancy, Livermore Valley is home, and a

historical place once teeming with more than 5,000 acres of vine-
yards and 50 active wineries.  In fact, Livermore Valley boasted
America’s first international gold medal for wine in 1889, starting
the world’s recognition of California as prime wine country.

But conditions in the first half of the 20th century-including
rapid development pressures in this region less than an hour east of
San Francisco-collapsed Livermore Valley’s share of the wine mar-
ket.  In the 1960s, only 1,200 acres of vineyards and six wineries
remained.

To directly combat the loss of productive agricultural land, as
well as to preserve the rural character and open space the commu-
nity loved, Tri-Valley Conservancy was formed.

Last year, Tri-Valley Conservancy joined 31 other land trusts
across the country in providing leadership for the national land
trust movement.  They succeeded in the Alliance’s Land Trust Board
Member Challenge by encouraging their board members to join the
Land Trust Alliance as individual members, adding much needed
strength to the national work that will affect local land conserva-
tion across the country.

When 100% of their board members joined the Alliance, Tri-
Valley joined just nine other land trusts that met the highest mark in
the Challenge: 100% participation and dedication.

“All of our board members see the value of the Alliance, or they
wouldn’t have joined,” said Executive Director Sharon Burnham,
one of the conservancy’s three staff.  Sharon introduced the Chal-
lenge during their August board meeting.

“The Land Trust Alliance has so many great resources for us and
its services are so valuable.  Its presence in D.C. is really important
for all of us, and Rally reinvigorates you and reminds you why you
started in the business in the first place.”

Another challenge the conservancy’s board took on last year was
completing their first comprehensive Conservation Plan.  The plan
identifies their priority landscapes, focusing on the agricultural lands
that define their heritage as well as the trails and natural habitat that
the community craves.  The plan also identifies key partners and
provides strategy to raise the $14 million price tag.  “It’s been a real
big year,” said Sharon.

At its heyday, Livermore Valley’s prestige was akin to those other
California wine regions we think of these days.  Now, with a renais-
sance of 43 active wineries and over 3,800 acres of vineyards, the
Tri-Valley Conservancy’s protection, and the Alliance’s help, his-
tory may repeat itself.

(Reprinted with permission from Land Trust Alliance Exchange Magazine Spring issue)

tending BART to Livermore
BART is his number one issue.
“We have to convince folks to
send money to the district.”
Grants would be in play, and
maybe a bond issue. It will take
“interface” with many agencies
to get it done, he said.

FIVE SIGNED UP TO RUN
FOR PLEASANTON

SCHOOLS
In the Pleasanton school dis-

trict race, Valerie Arkin, Jeff
Bowser and Jamie Yee Hintske
were the latest to file papers.
They join incumbent Chris Grant
and Prasad Rallapalli in the race
for three seats. Carla Schuman-
Butler picked up papers, but had
not returned them by Aug. 12.

Arkin said that she is running
because she has been “very in-
volved in the schools and com-
munity. I volunteer quite exten-
sively, and have three kids in
public schools, from elementary
to high schools.” She serves on
the YMCA board of directors, the
city library board, the Girl
Scouts, and the youth master plan
implementation committee. “The
biggest issue is the budget, with
its state cuts. It’s a challenge, and
I would like to help with that,”
said Arkin.

Bowser is a former school
teacher and administrator who is
a client director for AT&T. He
grew up in Pleasanton, was a sub-
stitute teacher at Village High
School in science, was an assis-
tant principal at Amador Valley
High School, and then went on
to districts in Castro Valley and
San Ramon, before joining AT&T
10 years ago.

Bowser’s wife is a third grade
teacher in the Pleasanton district.
He has one child enrolled, and
another who graduated from the
system. Bowers said that he wants
to give back to the community
by serving on the board.

Hintzke also grew up in Pleas-
anton, and attended the public
schools. She works for the county
health department, and has been
establishing a school health cen-
ter in Fremont. Hintske has been

active in PTA for the past eight
years, serving as president of the
district’s PTA council, and also
the council at Alisal elementary
school, and the state PTA board.

She founded the district’s
wellness committee, and serves
on the strategic planning com-
mittee. She served twice on the
district’s budget planning com-
mittee, including this year. “I
think I can make a huge differ-
ence, based on all of the experi-
ences that I’ve had to date,” she
said.

There are four candidates for
the two seats on the Livermore
School Board, incumbents Tom
McLaughlin and Bill Morrison,
and newcomers Stewart Gary and
Charles Rogge, Jr.

Three candidates filed for the
two open seats on the Livermore
Area Recreation and Park District
Board, incumbents Steve
Goodman and Beth Wilson and
former LARPD youth services su-
perintendent Barbara Kraybill.

For the Sunol Glen School
Board, one seat is open on the
three-member board. Incumbent
Neil Davies is running unop-
posed.

Only the incumbents on the
Chabot-Las Positas Community
College Board are running for the
Tri-Valley area seats. Carlo
Vechiarelli is the only candidate
for the seat representing parts of

to boost play is part of the plan
to cut the red ink by at least two-
thirds. A consultant was pessimis-
tic about ever getting the course
back to the days when it paid for
itself, said McIntyre.

The course has the capacity
to handle enough golfers to be
self- sustaining. However, com-
petition from other courses in the
area puts a limit on the greens
fees and takes away golfers.

A northeast Livermore citi-
zens group looking at a plan for
their part of the city recom-
mended that the course be re-
tained.

The course will be reviewed
as part of the overall plan when
it goes to the city council in the
fall, said McIntyre.

rising cost of medications and
equipment.

However, Medicare wants to
cut the annual increase to 1.6
percent, as announced in a modi-
fied, republished rule Aug. 7.
Hope Hospice could weather the
next year in its budget. Then cu-
mulative effects would hurt its
ability to deliver services, said
Meier.

Many hospices in the state
and nation would have to close
their doors, or reduce services
greatly, she said. That would be
“penny wise and pound foolish,”
said Meier. She cited a Duke Uni-
versity study that found that use
of hospices for terminal patients

HOSPICE
(continued from page one)

ELECTION
(continued from page one)

Las Positas College journal-
ism students and instructor Mel-
issa Korber submitting several
issues of the college’s newspa-
per to the Associate Collegiate
Press (ACP) for review. The ACP
provides a critique of the news-
paper and includes score sheets
with feedback on strengths and
suggested improvements.

Their efforts were rewarded
with a “First Class” rating and
“Marks of Distinction” in three
out of five categories: coverage
and content, writing and editing,
and leadership.

saves Medicare an average of
$2,300 per patient, or a total of
$2 billion annually. “I don’t un-
derstand why they think this is a
wise move,” said Meier.

Terminal patients use hos-
pices usually at the suggestion
of their doctors. Approximately
80 percent of hospice care is in
the patient’s home. Surveys have
shown that 90 percent of Ameri-
cans want to remain in their
homes during their last days.
Data collected from family
caregivers has show than nearly
100 percent are satisfied with
hospice care, said Meier.

More than 90 members of
both houses of Congress and
both parties have sent a letter to
Health and Human Services Sec-
retary Mike Leavitt asking for a
reconsideration that would bar
any cuts. Meier said that she has
been in touch with Rep. Jerry
McNerney (D-Pleasanton), Rep
Ellen Tauscher (D-Alamo), and
Sens. Dianne Feinstein and Bar-
bara Boxer, both Democrats.
They strongly oppose the reduc-
tion, she said.

Hope Hospice averages about
67 cases on any given day. There
are two licensed vocational
nurses as well as registered
nurses, social workers, home
health aides and bereavement
and administrative staff. On av-
erage, patients are in care for
about three weeks. However, a
few have been in care for as many
as six to nine months, and others
for as little as 24 hours.

Hope Hospice serves Liver-
more, Pleasanton, Sunol, Dublin,
Castro Valley, San Ramon, Dan-
ville and Alamo.

“I found this newspaper to be
a delight to read,” said David W.
Freeman, a judge for the Associ-
ated Collegiate Press. “You do a
wonderful job. I know of many
four-year institutions that would
like to do as well. I am impressed
with the scope of your coverage,
and your willingness to look out
into the surrounding commu-
nity.”

Melissa Korber, journalism in-
structor, stated, “The critique
from the ACP validates the skills
our students have learned by
working so hard on The Express.

To receive such glowing com-
ments from a national organiza-
tion is an honor. The comments
on suggested improvements are
equally valuable and will be
used in the classroom as an ana-
lytical teaching tool.”

The members of the fall 2008
editorial board are:

Cassie Kolias, Editor in Chief,
Livermore; Zach Ward, Manag-
ing Editor, Castro Valley; Kyle
Jones, News Editor, Castro Val-

ley; Lina Deeb, Life-style Edi-
tor, Livermore.

The Express is part of the
growing mass communications
program at Las Positas College.
The College also operates a stu-
dent-run radio station and a
magazine.

For more information about
the Las Positas College journal-
ism program, please contact the
Media Lab at (925) 424-1240.

College Newspaper Receives 'First Class' Rating

by Bob Coomber
Tasha the Wonder Hound was

groggy from the Livermore heat.
She’s a “blend” (a cute little term
I came up with because it sounds
so much nicer than “mutt”) of
Golden Retriever and something
else. Indiana Jones, or Indy, is
also a blend of fine German Shep-
herd and Queensland Heeler.
She’s a dog with two speeds –
asleep and “all ahead full.”

During the really warm parts
of summer, as in August and Sep-
tember, they beg for relief which
can come from a variety of
sources. This particular day was
mid-90’s in our valley, while
bayside it was at least 20 degrees
cooler. The dawgs howled. A to-
ken treat wouldn’t be good
enough for them today. They
wanted OUT. And for us, that
comes down to two places – Point
Isabel Regional Shoreline with
its massive off -leash dog
heaven, then south along the
paved shoreline trail to Eastshore
State Park.

We first crossed paths with
these two parks during the East
Bay Regional Park District’s
Trails Challenge last year. We
wanted to get a feel for the more
urbanized trails in the District,
and hiked a long section of
shoreline trail from Point Isabel
to Emeryville. We liked what we
saw and experienced. When we
came across the huge dog parks,
we knew they’d have a couple
of new customers before too
long.

On a sunny, breezy Saturday
by the Bay, we decided to park
at Eastshore State Park, which is
managed jointly by the Califor-
nia State Parks and EBRPD, and
find our way to a place where
Tasha and Indy could commune
with nature and their four-legged
pals. We took Hwy 80 east from
the 580 / 880 / 80 Maze to the
Gilman Street exit. Turning left
onto Gilman, we followed the
road behind the Golden Gate
Fields race track to an open park-
ing area from which you can ac-
cess the state park. The lot opens
onto a small beach which was
packed with Frisbee chasin’,
sniffin’ tail waggin’ beasts of all
sizes, shapes and breeds. Most
were soaked as they frolicked in
the Bay; some took the opportu-
nity to get wet, then roll in the
sand (thanks, Tasha). Indy leaped
the waves like a deer over tall

grass – such a clown! We found
that a couple hundred dogs off
leash, with a massive body of
water to entertain them, can be
really funny! I also noted how
incredibly civil and sociable
dogs are when off leash and left
to check each other out or play.
There wasn’t a nasty noise from
anywhere. They seemed to take
great delight in each other’s com-
pany.

Tasha had brought her little
ball to play with. Gina obligingly
tossed the ball into the Bay
around, oh, 500 times. Finally,
both dogs got a little winded, so
we packed them up for the stroll
up to the Shoreline Trail and
north to Richmond and Point
Isabel.

Leaving the State Park, head-
ing east from the parking area we
easily located the trail, which is
signed by EBRPD. With Albany
Hill to our immediate east and
some beautiful marshland to the
west, the dogs each got leashed
until we reached Mud Puppies, a
combination people food / dog

spa at Point Isabel. We ate while
the dogs wandered, continuing
their social betterment while
making lots of furry friends. Only
the occasional bossy
Chihuahua’s barks were heard.
Tasha and Indy each got their
own small container of dog ice
cream! They haven’t shut up
about that since.

Point Isabel has a large, en-
closed area for off leash dogs to
meet, run, sniff, play poker or do
whatever they wish. We found
dog manners here were also im-
peccable. I had to admit that
while I was a little apprehensive
about letting them run with so
many other dogs, my uneasiness
was gone by the time we left the
beach. We retreated back down
the shoreline trail to the car, a
distance of just a few short, easy
miles. Both hounds had that
“dawg smile” on their furry little
mugs, hoping to sprint off to the
water once more but too tired by
then to muster the energy.

After the drive home, Tasha
curled up and went to sleep for

The Dog Days of Summer –
Making Them Special for a Person’s Best Friend

abut a week, or so it seemed. Indy,
being young and quite the ath-
lete, was rarin’ to go as soon as
she was out of the car. Once
again, we had all learned some-
thing this day – your Best Friends
will love you even more if you
take them out somewhere to let
it all hang out, and you might
learn something about how easy
it is for a couple hundred four
legged personalities to get along
if there’s enough play space to
share.

We put this trip on a “have to
do every month” list. I feel guilty
now if I go hiking and they can’t
tag along. Eastshore State Park
and Point Isabel Regional Shore-
line are Dawg Heaven. Give your
friend a break – bring the hairy
ones out for a run on the beach.

For more information:  Point
Isabel – www.ebparks.org;
Eastshore State Park - http://
www.parks.ca.gov/parkindex/

If you have a suggestion for a
trail or park review, please drop
me an e – mail at
mr4wheelbob@sbcglobal.net

(Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are those
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The
Independent. Letter Policy: The
Independent will not publish
anonymous letters, nor will it
publish letters without names.
Frequent letter writers may have
publication of their letters de-
layed.) .

Campaign Donation
Brian Arkin Board member,
Friends of Pleasanton

On Oct 30, 2006, Safeway
Corporation contributed $4,000
to the Pleasanton Chamber of
Commerce PAC.  The Pleasanton
Chamber of Commerce accepted
this contribution along with
other contributions and spent a
total $38,290 on the fall 2006
Pleasanton City Council election
to advance their pro-growth and
pro-hillside development
agenda.  Additionally, this
money was donated on Oct 30,
2006, just a few days before the
election and too late to be re-
ported by the local papers.  If

Safeway wishes to make $4,000
political donations to our local
elections, I urge them to make
them before the early voting
starts so we have informed vot-
ers.  Better yet is for Safeway to
reconsider making pro-growth
and pro-hillside development
donations to the Chamber  of
Commerce PAC and increase
their funding to local youth and
charity organizations.  

Haggerty Thanked
Linda McKeever
Executive Director
Open Heart Kitchen

Open Heart Kitchen thanks
Supervisor Scott Haggerty for
helping feed the hungry in the
Tri-Valley. Over the past few
years, Supervisor Scott Haggerty
has purchased pigs at the
Alameda County Fair auction.
This not only supports the local
4-H club, but also supports the
local food pantries and homeless
organizations in the Tri-Valley
and Fremont area. This year Su-
pervisor Scott Haggerty pur-
chased steers along with the pigs.

Supervisor Haggerty’s generous
donation of beef and pork will
help Open Heart Kitchen provide
thousands of meals to people in
need.

Founded in 1955, Open Heart
Kitchen offers nutritious hot
meals to hungry people in need
in the Tri-Valley. In 2007, Open
Heart Kitchen served over
160,000 meals in Pleasanton,
Livermore and Dublin. As the
cost of living increases in the Tri-
Valley area, many families, chil-
dren, single parents and seniors
are having a harder time making
ends meet. Right here in our Val-
ley, so many good people are one
financial crisis away from need-
ing help. With minimum staff
and dedicated volunteers, Open
Heart Kitchen provides a safety
net against hunger.

Open Heart Kitchen solely de-
pends on the generous financial
and volunteer support of our
community. Supervisor Scott
Haggerty’s donation supports our
community and Open Heart
Kitchen’s mission to feed the
hungry.
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Livermore Xtreme
The Livermore Xtreme 10U fastpitch

softball team competed in the USSSA West-
ern World Series in Hayward, July 24-26.

Pool play ended up with 2 tough losses
and a hard fought, come from behind game
that resulted in a tie.

Double elimination, championship play
on Saturday found an Xtreme team ready to
play.

Xtreme began Saturday against a highly
ranked San Jose Sting team. Xtreme offense
was limited by strong Sting pitching &
defense. Offensive highlights included a
booming triple by Grace Naylor. Defensive
highlights included a double play off a flyball
to centerfielder Carly Grossano who threw to
Sam Whalen at 2nd base to double off the
runner. The Sting prevailed 9-3 to put the
Xtreme into the loser’s bracket.

Game 2 against the Elk Grove Thunder
was a nail biter to the end. A back and forth
battle saw the Xtreme & Thunder trade leads
throughout the game. The game was capped
off by a double play with a ground ball to
pitcher Rachel LaRont, who held the tying
runner at 3rd, threw to get the out at 1st. First
baseman Cameo Schubert then threw home
to catcher Alyssa Gonzalez to tag out the
runner coming down the line to end the game.
Xtreme prevailed with a 5-4 victory.

Game 3 against the San Jose Renegades
resulted in a comfortable 10-5 victory. Victoria
Betz had a fine defensive play in right field
and had memorable battles at the plate that
ended up with consistently getting on base.
The scoring was capped by a 2 run, 2 out
double by Ashley Breyer late in the game that
finished off the Renegades.

The championship game was a re-match
against the San Jose Sting. The Xtreme came
out strong and took an early 2-0 lead. Jaclyn
Long had key hits all day and this game
continued that hitting streak. In the end, the
Sting offense was too much and resulted in
a 5-2 victory over the Xtreme.

The entire weekend saw excellent pitch-
ing from Rachel LaRont and Hannah Bennett.
Strong outfield play was also provided by
Jamie Wittmer. The Xtreme ended their 2008
Summer season with a hard fought 2nd place
finish in their first World Series play.

Pleasanton Phantom
The Pleasanton Phantom 14u team placed

7th in the 48 team 2008 ASA 14B Fast Pitch
Western National Championship Tourna-
ment held in Salem, Oregon, August 28th
through July 3rd. 

In the opening first round game, Pleas-
anton defeated Redland Aftershock of Oregon
13-1. Kim Beaudin and Brooke Quesinberry
led the offense with 3 hits apiece. Kara Schott,
Christina Jayson, Kelly Taylor chipped in
with two hits. Lyndsay Godwin and Elena
Montauti both pitched well combining on a
1 hitter. Pleasanton Phantom 13, Redland
Aftershock 1. 

In the second game of bracket play,
Pleasanton Phantom went up against a strong
Orangecrest team from Riverside. Phantom
fell behind twice during the game but were
able to rally back scoring 4 runs in a decisive
6th inning to win the game 6-2. The game was
played in a driving rainstorm. However, the
Phantom prevailed over the elements. Lyndsay
Godwin went distance on the mound for the
win and Alli Pluschkell had three hits. Tara
Cayton reached base all three times and scored
two runs. The game was also highlighted by
the defense that turned double plays in each
of the first two innings led by assists by CF-
Brooke Quesinberry and RF-Natalie Tiongco.
Pleasanton Phantom 6, Orangecrest 2.  

In the third game, Pleasanton Phantom
faced off against the heavily favored Nevada
State Champion Henderson Adrenaline who
came into the game undefeated in pool play
and bracket play. Phantom was able to hold
off a late rally to record the victory. Adrena-
line opened up the scoring right away with a
260 foot line drive 3 run homer to take a 3-
0 first inning lead. Undaunted, Phantom got
it to 3-2 in the 4th inning on singles by
Brooke Quesinberry, Kim Beaudin and
Marissa Pereira. Then in the 5th inning,
Phantom really got it going to take the lead.
Lauren Bennett started with a sharp single
that ricochetted off of the first baseman’s
glove. Jenel Firneno and Alli Pluschkell both
reached base to load the bases. Quesinberry
bunted to drive in the tying run and then
Beaudin singled to drive in another. Chris-
tina Jayson laid down a perfect bunt to make
the score 5-3 Phantom. Pereira then ripped a
single driving home another run to make the
score 6-3. In the 6th inning, Phantom re-
corded a key insurance run as Tara Cayton
tripled and was brought home on a great bunt
by Jenel Firneno. Henderson to their credit
never gave up and used 3 straight hits in the
7th inning to narrow the lead to 7-6 and had
the tying run on base until the last batter who
blooped a ball over the pitchers mound and
to the right of the second base bag. Second
baseman Jayson came charging in from the
back of the infield to make a spectacular game
ending shoe string catch. Pleasanton Phan-
tom 7, Henderson Adrenaline 6. 

In the fourth game, Pleasanton Phantom
played a great defensive game vs. Colton of
Southern California losing 3-0 to fall into the
losers bracket.  It was a pitcher’s duel from
the beginning. Godwin only yielded 5 hits to
the potent Colton bats but Colton’s pitcher
was just as effective yielding just 5 hits to the
Phantom hitters.  Godwin had a triple and
Brooke Quesinberry, Alli Pluschkell, Chris-
tina Jayson, and Lauren Bennett added singles.
Colton 3, Pleasanton Phantom 0.  

In the fifth game, Pleasanton Phantom
went up against the Colorado State Champi-
ons Grand Valley Crush who had played
extremely well in the tournament both at the
plate and in the field. Phantom started
quickly as in the 3rd inning, Tara Cayton
singled to start things off. Following a walk
to Natalie Tiongco and a single by Alli
Pluschkell, Brooke Quesinberry’s single drove
home a run making the score 1-0. After
Christina Jayson reached base on a walk,
Marissa Pereira singled home another run
which set the stage for Kara Schott who then
hit a base hit up the middle to make the score
5-0. Phantom closed out the scoring in the 4th
inning with a walk to Godwin and then
another rbi single by Quesinberry. Grand
Valley Crush scored their runs in the 4th and
5th innings to make the score 6-2 and had two
runners on in the 7th inning before Godwin
froze the last batter with a nasty change-up to
preserve the win. Pleasanton Phantom 6,
Grand Valley Crush 2. 

In the sixth game, Pleasanton Phantom
played against a powerhouse in Cypress of
Southern California. Phantom opened up an
early lead as Alli Pluschkell, Kim Beaudin
and Christina Jayson singled and then all
were brought home on a bases clearing triple
by Kara Schott. Schott then scored on a wild
pitch making the score 4-0. Cypress came
back with 6 hits in their half of the 4th inning
to make the score 6-4. They then added two
more in the 5th and 6th innings making the
score 10-4. Phantom then put up a rally in the
7th inning. Pluschkell singled, then with two
outs, Beaudin singled her home to make the
score 10-5. Jayson walked and Schott singled
home Cayton, who had went into to run for
Beaudin, making the score 10-6. Phantom
was then able load the bases before the final
out was recorded. Cypress 10, Pleasanton
Phantom 6. 

The Phantom defense made play after
play to preserve games for pitcher Godwin.
Anchoring the defense were C– Kim Beaudin
who caught all 4 games on Saturday along
with P– Lyndsay Godwin who pitched all 4.
1B- Kara Schott, 2B–Christina Jayson, SS-
Alli Pluschkell, 3B-Jenel Firneno, RF/3B-
Natalie Tiongco, CF- Brooke Quesinberry all
played outstanding in the field for Phantom.
The versatile Tara Cayton played 6 different
defensive positions during the tournament
and was also outstanding. 

With its 7th place finish, Pleasanton
Phantom also ended up to be the highest
ranked Northern California 14uB team that
qualified and participated in the 2008 West-
ern Nationals. Pleasanton Phantom also won
the 2008 Oakland ASA 14uB Metro Cham-
pionship and finished with a season record of
23-14-2. 

2008 14u Pleasanton Phantom Team
Members are Lauren Bennett, Kim Beaudin,
Tara Cayton, Jenel Firneno, Lyndsay Godwin,
Christina Jayson, Elena Montauti, Marissa
Pereira, Ember Poggio, Alli Pluschkell,
Brooke Quesinberry, Kara Schott, Kelly
Taylor, Natalie Tiongco.  Head Coach: O.C.
Schott, Asst. Coach: Tom Cayton

Golf Fund-Raiser
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

will host its 12th annual Gregory Austin
Macres Memorial Golf Tournament on Fri-
day, September 19 at the Poppy Ridge Golf
Course in Livermore. The event is a fund-
raiser for the Children’s Gaucher Research
Fund.

Children’s Gaucher Disease is a progres-
sive debilitating genetic disease that attacks
children, causing a variety of systemic and
neurological medical complications. The
Children’s Gaucher Research Fund and fund-
raising golf tournament were created by Greg
Macres, senior vice president of the western
region for NRT LLC (Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage’s parent company),
after the death of his three-year-old son,
Gregory Austin Macres, to the disease in
1997.

“There is currently no cure for Children’s
Gaucher Disease. My wife, Deborah, and I
created the research fund to build hope for the
families with afflicted children,” said Macres.
“Every dollar we raise during our annual golf
tournament is donated to research to help find
a cure. We’re trying to build hope for these
children and their families.”

The public is invited to participate in the
tournament and may register by contacting
their local Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage office or sales associate. Registration
is $185 until August 21 and $199 up until the
tournament. A raffle and silent auction will
also be held at the event and prizes include spa
and meal certificates, San Jose Sharks tickets
and various gift packages.

 Poppy Ridge Golf Course is located at
4280 Greenville Road in Livermore. For
more information on the Children’s Gaucher
Research Fund, please visit
www.childrensgaucher.org. For more infor-
mation on the Gregory Austin Macres Memo-
rial Golf Tournament, please call
925.275.3085.

Youth Soccer
Pleasanton Rage Division 2 U19 went

3 and 1 in the California Sun and Surf
International Soccer Tournament to reach the
championship round on Mon., Aug. 11.
Along the way, Rage defeated Palos Verdes
3 to 0. Katelyn Golik and Jill Blandino led
the offensive charge with 2 goals each during
the tournament. The defensive recorded 3
shut-outs led by Megan Leoni in goal and
Krista Bormann, Mikayla Swinkels and

Nicole Rains. The Rage took on FC San
Diego Gold on Monday.

The Livermore Elite Fury 95 girls
captured 3rd place in the Sacramento Suntan
Classic.

The Fury opened with a 0-0 tie against the
Placer Prestige despite controlling the game.
Jenna Hatch and Elise Falgout led the offense
with several strong runs and shots on goal.
Livermore responded with a hard-fought 1-0
win over the Napa Sharpshooters when Alison
Pierson took a short pass from Elyse Codiroli
and directed the ball over the goalie with five
minutes to play. The Livermore defense
overcame a strong start by Napa during the
first ten minutes as Hatch turned away a
couple of scoring chances in goal and Amanda
Fairclough made a couple of key tackles in the
box to stop the Napa attack. Brittany Ahrbeck
also played well in the midfield and set up the
Fury attack with a couple of nice passes out
to the wing.

In the semi-finals against Elk Grove,
Livermore fell behind early by giving up its
only two goals of the tournament. However,
goalie Skyler Kriz kept the Fury in the game
with a couple of excellent saves. The Fury
defense settled down in the second half and
Livermore broke through when Pierson took
another pass from Codiroli and sent a ball
which the Elk Grove keeper could not secure
until it crossed the goal line. Trailing 2-1, the
Fury continued to attack the rest of the game
but could not score the equalizer as Elk Grove
held on for the win.

In the consolation game against the
Healdsburg Spirits, the two teams traded
several quality scoring chances in the first
half. Ryley Landreth made a couple of nice
tackles and Erin Winegarner cleared a ball near
the goal line that had deflected off the left
post. Kaitlyn Bulhoes and Alyssa Stevenson
counterattacked for the Fury with some
strong runs into the Spirits zone. Early in the
second half, the Fury broke the scoreless
game when Fairclough sent a long free kick
to a waiting Pierson who looped the ball over
the rushing keeper and into the goal. The
Livermore defense, led by fullbacks Morgan
Brandt and Beth McCall and midfielder
Rebekah Johnson held on despite some
strong counterattacks from the Spirits. Falgout
helped preserve the win with two minutes to
go when she slid to knock a ball away from
the Spirits left forward and out of bounds.

Pleasanton Ballistic United Class 1
U12 boys soccer team played some hard
fought soccer games over the weekend in the
Santa Clara Invitational and came away with
a 2-2 record. Their first game was a win
against Placer United. Sahit Menon scored on
a well placed cross from Sephen Dougherty.
Dylan Tuell also scored for Ballistic. In the
second game Ballistic lost to Juventus. The
third game was a win against Central Marin.
Daniel Rodriguez and Sam Musbach scored
for Ballistic.

Ballistic lost in the quarterfinals to the
SCC Breakers. Alex Krause scored for Bal-
listic. The strong defense of Cameron Casby,
Blaz Perko and Collin Alexander played
tough the entire tournament. Collin
Richardson, Sam Musbach Daniel Payne did
a great job playing goalie. Top Offensive
Players: Sahit Menon, Josh Guzman, Gabriel
Thurner; Top Defensive Players: Cameron
Casby, Blaz Perko, Collin Alexander, Daniel
Payne.

Livermore Crush U9 girls team com-
peted in the Dublin Tournament over the
weekend. In the first game, they crushed the
Dublin Galaxy 9-0. Within the first few
minutes of the first half, the first goal was
scored by Makenzie Farro (assist by Alyssa
Bonfiglio). The Crush scored twice more,
Alyssa B. (unassisted) and Makenzie (assist
by Sheylynne Holson). In the second half,
within the first few minutes a goal was scored
by Sophia Pearson (assist by Kaitlyn Oki).
Crush continued to score as follows: Alyssa
B. (assist by Kira Karter); Sophia P. (unas-
sisted); Kaitlyn O. (assist by Sophia P.)
Makenzie F. (unassisted), and Meghan
Giamona. Defense was also very strong as
they kept the Galaxy away from their goal,
allowing no shots, led by goalie Sophia
Pearson and Madison McCallister.

Crush recorded a second shutout, 2 to 0,
over the Danville Mustang Wildcats. Goals
were scored by Makenzie Farro (once assisted
by Kaitlyn Oki) and one unassisted. Again,
defense played tough and allowed very few
shots on goal. Leading the way were defend-
ers - Juliana Santos, Sheylynne Holson,
Madison McCallister and goalie, Sophia
Pearson. Towards the end of the game there
was a collision between Isabella Barbero and
a Wildcat player, causing a broken finger to
Isabella.

Cursh continued its no goal outing with
a 4 to 0 win over Castro Valley United. In the
first half, goals were scored by Meghan
Giamona and Makenzie Farro, both unas-
sisted. Second half goals were scored by
Kaitlyn Oki and Jessica Bonfiglio, also, both
unassisted. The Crush defense held United to
one shot on goal at the end of the second half.
Defenders- Madison McCallister, Sheylynne
Holson, Juliana Santos, and goalie Sophia
Pearson led the way.

Crush battled to a 2 to 2 with Danville
Mustang Lighting. In the first half, Crush
dominated getting 2 goals, scored by Jessica
Bonfiglio (assist by Makenzie Farro) and by
Makenzie F. (assist by Jessica B.). In the
second half Lightning came back and an-
swered with 2 goals tying up the game. Crush
kept the pressure on with the ball in Lightning
territory for the majority of the second half.
Goalie, Sophia Pearson saved the tie by
making a diving one-handed stop.

Livermore Elite Rampage 98 U10
played a tough match against Santa Clara
Sporting 98, losing 2 to 0 in tournament
action over the weekend. Offensive drives
were made by Marissa Pletschette and Isabella
Neads. Rampage had strong midfield support
from Lesly Jimenez and Ryan Murphy.
Rampage defenders turned in a strong effort
from Jessey Espana and Hunter Vice. Unbe-
lievable goalie efforts came from Isabella
Neads and Alyssa Oki who both made diving
saves.

Game 2. Elite Rampage 98 (0) vs CV
Manchester (4). Elite Rampage fought hard
against CV Manchester. Beautiful offensive
runs were made from Amy Silva and Adrianna
Sblendorio. Midfielders Lauren Sandy and
Bianca Stubler fed many balls down the line.
Rampage defenders worked especially hard
and Ashley Morton made a spectacular save
by heading the ball out of the goal. Goalies
Alyssa Oki and Isabella Neads once again
showed their fantastic dives.

Game 3. Elite Rampage 98 (1) vs Bay
Oaks Bombers (0). Elite Rampage won a
match against the Bay Oaks Bombers. Offen-
sive team Lauren Sandy, Isabella Neads,
Amy Silva and Marissa Pletchette kept up
great pressure on the Bombers. Many scoring

opportunities game from perfectly placed
crosses from Ryan Murphy. Still 0-0 at half,
Midfielders Bianca Stubler, Alyssa Oki,
Adrianna Sblendorio and Lesly Jimenez
continued to make driving runs at the Bomb-
ers goal. Jessey Espana and Hunter Vice shut
down the Bombers for an entire game. With
less than one minute left Hunter Vice set up
for a Penalty kick and stuffed the ball in the
net for Rampages 1-0 win. Goalies Ashley
Morton and Isabella Neads gave all saves
Rampage needed to secure the win.

Pleasanton Ballistic United U-16 boys
returned home from the San Luis Obispo
North-South Tournament (Aug. 2-3) as cham-
pions.

After a slow start against the El Camino
Real Salinas Blast, the team gained momen-
tum in its second game, beating SoCal team,
Palmdale Thunder, 4-2. Mitch Lowrey set the
tone in the fifth minute, scoring United's first
goal. Then, defender Zac Savoy took the ball
up the right side, and crossed it to Zac
Arellano for the team’s second goal. In the
second half, Evan Larsen scored on a header,
as well as hitting the crossbar twice. The final
United goal by Zac Arellano was a beautiful
PK that found the net’s top right corner.

In the semifinal game, United beat Santa
Rosa Sol, 4-2. Defender Gustavo Rivera took
a free kick, scoring moments later on the
rebound. Ryan Cox made a perfect pass to
Jamie Somerville, who put the ball in the
back of the net. Evan Larsen rounded out the
score with two more goals. Helping him on
the attacks were Mitch Lowrey, James Metz
and Sam Fox.

In a spirited final against Tri-Valley’s
San Ramon Force, United dominated from
start to finish. Goalie Adam Bailey made
several excellent saves for the shutout, 4-0,
with help from defensive players Zach Laranang
and Joey Pereira. Eddie Schoennagel took a
brilliant free kick, resulting in the first of two
game goals by Jamie Somerville. Also on the
attack were Parker Quesenberry and Brandon
Krumbach. Evan Larsen scored the third goal
in the first minute of the second half. The final
goal was driven home by Zac Savoy on a
crowd-pleasing break-away.

Pleasanton Seahawks
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim team

had a great Far Western meet. The Seahawks
had a sixth place finish.

The girls and boys 10 and under relay
team swam to third and fourth place finishes
in their events. Nick Silverthorne and Joshua
Meints were high point winners for their age
group.

New to Far Westerns, Maxime Rooney,
Regis LaChance, Katie Woods, Tony Shen
and Caleb Wang, each turned in strong
efforts. The Seahawks entered over 35 swim-
mers in the four day event.

The Far Western team consisted of Katie
Woods, Maggie Kauffeld, Nguyen, Kayla
Lindsey, Rachel Knowles, Natalie Wong,
Maggie Woods, Marissa Brown, Allison
Brown, Bridget Moran, Roshni Nair, Cassidy
Booe, Katrina Anderson, Brianna Neumayr,
Casey Coughlin, Tory Houston, Danielle
Stickler, Lisa Narum, Kaayleigh Foley,
Bethany Poon, Neda Nguyen, Maximme
Rooney, Regis La Chance, RJ Scott, Kyle
Oslund, Tony Shen, Nick Silverthorne, Caleb
Wang, Alex Wang, Andrew Seitz, Chris
Guido, Klye Lindsey, Bobby Barrett, Tim
McLaughlin, Brandon Chandler, Joshua
Meints and Jeffrey Fong.

Volleyball Tryouts
The Renegades Volleyball Club is hold-

ing tryouts for boys aged 14-18 on August
16th and 17th at Granada High School in
Livermore. The season runs September
through early February, with practices twice
a week in Livermore and Pleasanton. For
more information go to
www.renegadesvolleyball.com or contact
kris@renegadesvolleyball.com.

Lady Hustle Tryouts
Lady Hustle Fastpitch will be holding

try-outs for the fall season. For more infor-
mation go to www.ladyhustlefastpitch.com.

Try-Outs Age’s 14 and 16: Session 2
Sunday, August 17th: 10am-12pm Fielding/
Running @ Robertson Park 1pm-3pm Hit-
ting @ Double Diamond.

 Try-Outs for 18’s: Session 1 Saturday,
August 16th 10am-12pm Fielding/Running
@Robertson Park 12:30pm-2pm Hitting
@Double Diamond; Session 2 Saturday,
August 24th 10am-12pm Fielding/Running
@Robertson Park 12:30pm-2pm Hitting
@Double Diamond.

 
Youth Football/Cheer

Livermore Youth Football & Cheer
(LYF&C) is a full contact football league that
has been established for 35 years. The league’s
motto is “children first game second.” The
league focuses on teaching the fundamentals
of both football and cheer that are needed to
make the transition into high school both
rewarding and as smooth as possible. The
league works with the local high schools to
ensure participants are learning the funda-
mental.

Safety is the biggest concern. All coaches
are CPR and First Aid certified as well as
NYSCA certified. All coaches are required to
attend coaching clinics each year to strengthen
their knowledge of the game.

Squads compete in the highly competi-
tive Diablo Valley Youth Football Confer-
ence (DVYFC). It consists of 18 “city” teams
that attract the best football players and
cheerleaders in the Alameda and Contra Costa
counties.

There are 5 levels to tryout for with ages
7 to 14 (football), 5 to 14 (cheerleading).
Walk in registration will be available during
practice 6-8 pm. behind Mendenhall Middle
School, 1701 El Padro Dr. Information web-
site www.eteamz.com/lyfc or email
lyfc@onebox.com/lyfc.

The league is currently accepting appli-
cations for both football and cheer coaches for
the upcoming season.

Swim Sessions
The Pleasanton Seahawks’ Fall Swim

and Varsity Conditioning sessions starts
September 15 and runs through December 31.
Both swim programs feature professional
coaches, individual instruction, daily pool
time (daily attendance not mandatory), and
regular (optional) USA Swimming swim
meets. For the 8th year in a row the Seahawks
have been recognized as one of the top 75 USA
Swimming teams in the nation. Swimmers
of all abilities are welcome. Please note that
Fall Swim does not affect summer league

eligibility. USA Swimming registration is
included. For more information regarding
Fall Swim or Varsity Conditioning with the
Pleasanton Seahawks USA Swimming Team,
please contact
recruiting@pleasantonseahawks.org.

Baseball Mini Camp
Tigers Baseball is sponsoring a Back to

School 2008 high school mini camp to be
held at the Foothill High School varsity
baseball field, Saturday and Sunday Septem-
ber 6-7. All high school players and their
parents are invited to spend a weekend with
one of southern California’s most celebrated
hall of fame collegiate coaches. This camp is
for high school players and parents who
would like to know what it takes to play
collegiate baseball. Players will have a chance
to training under the guidance of Coach
Robert “Skip” Claprood. This event is being
held at the Foothill High School Varsity
field. Space is limited. The first 40 players
and parents who sign-up will be invited to a
special private session with Coach Robert
“Skip” Claprood Saturday morning. Players
participating in this event should go to the
Tigers Baseball website:
www.livermorepony.com to download the
camp registration form. All forms should be
filled out and mailed with a check payable to
Tigers Baseball. Mail check and registration
form to Tigers Baseball, 6306 Carson Pass
Way, Livermore, CA. 94551.

Registered players will be notified via
email with directions, location and time
changes. Tigers Baseball is a nonprofit base-
ball program that works in cooperation with
well known collegiate coaches and profes-
sional players to teach dedicated young
players who wish to play baseball at a higher
level. The mission of Tigers Baseball is to
provide young players with the opportunity
to develop and learn the sport of baseball from
some of the finest teachers in our area. Tigers
Baseball is not affiliated with or in any way
associated with the Detroit Tigers or any other
Major League Baseball related entity.

Fall Ball Registrations
Tigers Baseball is now taking player

registrations for their third annual fall ball
program. Players from all leagues ages 10-14
are invited to attend this annual event. Players
will spend ten weekends on the field training
including two special weekends with Coach
Robert “Skip” Claprood. The fall program
will be held weekends starting Saturday -
September 13, 2008 and continue for ten
weekends. Space is limited this year, so
players interested in participating should go
to the Tigers website to download a player
registration form. www.livermorepony.com.
Forms should be filled out and either fax or
mailed to the address on the form. Additional
details are provided on the Tigers website.
Registered players will be notified via email
with additional schedule information. Tigers
Baseball is a nonprofit baseball program that
works in cooperation with well known col-
legiate coaches and professional players to
teach dedicated young players who wish to
play baseball at a higher level. The mission
of Tigers Baseball is to provide young players
with the opportunity to develop and learn the
sport of baseball from some of the finest
teachers in our area. Tigers Baseball is not
affiliated with or in any way associated with
the Detroit Tigers or any other Major League
Baseball related entity.

Baseball Tryouts
Fall Baseball tryouts for 18U and 14U

teams, Sunday, August 24 at Diablo Vista
baseball field, 1000 Tassajara Ranch Dr.,
Danville. 14U players attend 10am-12pm
and 18U players attend 12-2pm. For more
information, call Coach Max Valencia (925)
639-9034 and go to www.colt45s.net.

Stompers  Fall Tryouts
After a 4th place finish in the 2007 14U

ASA Western Nationals and competing at
the 2008 ASA Nationals in Midland, TX, the
16U Valley Stompers are having open tryouts
for all positions for the 2008 Fall season. Dates
are Saturday, August 23 and Sunday, Au-
gust 24 from 10:00am to 2:00pm (P/C until
3:00pm) at Monte Vista High School, 3131
Stone Valley Rd.  Danville, CA. Plan on
arriving :15 early to warm up and complete
registration paperwork. Please preregister by
contacting us via e-mail
(gostompers@yahoo.com), phone John (510-
715-8285), or check the website at
www.gostompers.com.  

Roller Hockey
Valley Roller Hockey in Livermore is

giving youth players free skates with this
session sign ups. Skate sizes 1-5 for all
players signing up Sat Aug 16th 10am-1pm
at the rink. Players that are larger than size 5
can choose from a variety of free equipment.
This promotion is to celebrate 10 years of
Roller Hockey in Livermore. League play
starts the week of Sept. 8th. The session
includes 9 weeks of league play with a game
and a practice once a week. All players can
borrow equipment if they don't have any. No
experience necessary.

Age groups include Mites: 6 and under
Sat. at 9am, Squirts: ages 7-9 Sat. and Tues.,
Pee Wee: ages 10-12 Sat. & Mon., Bantam:
ages 12-14 Sat. and Thus., Midgets: 15-17
Tues. and Sun. Call 925-443-1500 for more
info. Please leave a message Rink is located
behind Junction Ave Middle School in
Livermore.

Tri for Fun
On Your Mark Event’s Tri-For-Fun

Triathlon Series’ 3rd leg (of four) will be held
on Saturday, August 16, 7:00 a.m., at
Shadow Cliffs Regional Park. Though there
are remaining spots open, it is assured Tri-
For-Fun #3 will sell out with 1,000 partici-
pants..

The final 2008 On Your Mark Events’
Tri-For-Fun Series date is set for September

21 – the Tri-For-Real. All races start at 7:00
a.m., at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park, 2500
Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton.

The Tri-For-Fun features a course dis-
tance of 400-yard Swim (warm, clean lake);
11-mile bike (loop course, flat streets); 3-
mile run (rolling fire trail). Though the three
Tri-For-Fun triathlons are not competitive,
there is a large timing clock so each partici-
pant can check on his/her time personal
achievement.

 A Tri-For Real, the final event of the
series, is held at the same location, but the
distances have been increased to 700-yard
swim, 20-mile bike, and 4-mile run.

Entry fee for the three Tri-For-Funs is $55
in advance, and $65 day of. Participants will
receive a commemorative T-shirt, refresh-
ments, snacks, and entry into the raffle (must
be present to win). ($65.00 advance, and
$75.00 day of for the Tri-For-Real, which
also includes trophies and medals.).

Check-in and registration will begin at
5:00 a.m., with the first wave hitting the
water at 7:00 a.m.

 To register or to receive more informa-
tion about On Your Mark Events’ Tri-For-
Fun Triathlon Series, call 209-795-7832 or
visit their Web site at
www.onyourmarkevents.com.

Three athletes from Liver-
more participated in the 2008
USA High Performance Volley-
ball Championships in mid-July
in Tuscon, AZ.

Some of the nation’s top tal-
ent in men’s and women’s vol-
leyball competed.

The program provided the op-
portunity for athletes to repre-
sent the Northern California Vol-
leyball Association in the inter-
regional tournament. The goal is
to provide the athletes with the
best coaching and competition
available.

Tryouts were held earlier this
year, with three competitors se-
lected from Livermore.

Devin Shaver, a setter and in-
coming junior at Granada High
School, has been the starting set-
ter for the 2008 USA Youth
Championship High School Per-
formance Youth Team for two
years in a row. His team finished
5th in the International Youth
Division. In addition, Devin’s
2008 club team, NorCal 16-1,
won first place in the Junior
Olympics National Division. He
was named to the All Tourna-
ment Team for the 16’s national
division.

Casey Plonczak is an incom-
ing junior from Livermore High
School, who will be attending
Granada in the fall as a setter. This
is Casey’s second year to be cho-
sen to compete with the High
Performance Junior Boys’ Cham-
pionship Team. He was the start-
ing setter. The team placed in the
bronze International Junior Di-
vision.

Lydia Smith is an incoming
sophomore at Granada. This was
her first year, playing as the
youngest member on the Girls’
Junior USA Championship
Team. The team placed 5th in the
bronze division. Lydia played as
back-up setter/left-side hitter and
defense specialist with the team.

Livermore Xtreme team members show off medals.

Devin Shaver sets for
teammate.

Volleyball Players
Part of High USA
Performance Play



The Independent, AUGUST 14, 2008 - PAGE 7

Joann Thomas Burke
Livermore resident Joann

Thomas Burke passed away
peacefully at the age of 72 on
August 4, 2008.

Joann was born Oct. 8, 1935
and was a lifetime resident of
Alameda County. She graduated
from Oakland High School in
1952. Joanne loved to dance and
enjoyed spending time with her
grandchildren.

Joann is survived by her sons;
Dave (Melissa) Burke of Castro
Valley, Steve Burke of Oregon,
Karl (Gina) Burke of Brentwood
and Sean (Deborah) Burke of
Livermore. She is also survived
by six grandchildren and one
great grandchild.

Funeral services were held in
Livermore  August 8. Burial was
at Roselawn Cemetery, Liver-
more.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations in Joann’s name may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, 225 N. Michigan Ave.,
Fl. 17, Chicago, Ill. 60601-7633.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Mario Leon Gonzalez
Livermore resident Mario

Leon Gonzalez passed away on
Tuesday, August 6, 2008 in
Pleasanton.  He was 83.

He was born in Nicaragua on
January 26, 1925. Mario moved
to Livermore in 1980 to live with
his sister Martha before relocat-
ing to Hayward and finally re-
turning to Livermore 8 years ago.
Mario owned his own account-
ing business in Nicaragua and
here in California.

He was preceded in death by
his parents Fernando and Maria
Gonzalez of Nicaragua. He is sur-
vived by his wife Sabina de Jesus
Gonzalez, his daughter Rose-
mary and son-in-law, Oscar and
two grandchildren, Oscar Mario
and Rosemarie Vazguez all of
Hayward, sisters Martha Cuadra
of Livermore and Yolanda
Robleto from Miami, Florida.

A Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated on Friday August 15, 11
a.m. at St. Michael’s Catholic
Church, 458 Maple St., Liver-
more.  Inurnment at Holy Sepul-
chre Cemetery, Hayward at a later
date.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

George K. Jacobson
George K. Jacobson,  a Pleas-

anton resident since 1957, died
after a brief illness on August 4,
2008 in Walnut Creek, CA.  He
was 76. He was a California na-
tive, born in Los Angeles in 1931,
raised in Hollywood, Smith
River, and Crescent City.

He was an Army veteran, serv-
ing 1952-1954, with a year in
Korea as an Infantryman and
Operations Sgt.  He graduated
from Humboldt State University
in 1956, majoring in Education,
Math and Physics, and earning
his teaching credential in 1957.
He continued postgraduate
classes at several Bay Area col-
leges for years.  He was a math
and science teacher at Amador
Valley High School for 32 years,
retiring in 1989.  He taught
mainly Geometry, Bio-Med
Math, Arithmetic Theory, and
Advanced Math.  He was an ad-
vocate of a 13-month calendar
and was a tongue-in-cheek mem-
ber of the Flat Earth Society.

He was an avid sport skin/
SCUBA diver.  He also enjoyed
traveling to all 50 states.  He par-
ticularly enjoyed trips to Iceland
and Scandinavia, where he vis-
ited relatives in Eikeskog-
Haugesund, Norway, and toured
coastal and inland areas for two
summers.

Jacobson’s hobbies included
home projects, playing with his
toys/tools, repairing and impro-
vising “things” and devising
unique and more usable me-
chanical devices.  He enjoyed
gardening his 13 ½ “raised beds”
and tutoring high school math
for many years.

He is survived by his wife of
56 years, Pat;  children, Loren of

Modesto, and Janet of Pleasan-
ton.  He is survived by three
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren.  He also leaves
many treasured students, friends
and neighbors.

At his request, no services will
be held.  Neptune Society is han-
dling arrangements.  Donations
to Amador Valley Scholarships
may be made in his memory and
mailed to 4665 Bernal Avenue,
Pleasanton, CA  94566.

Arthur (Pinky) Rosa
Arthur Raymond (Pinky)

Rosa passed away August 9,
2008 in Chattanooga, Tennessee
after years of multi health issues.
He was born in Livermore on
August 21, 1939.

He attended Livermore Joint
Union High School where he
played football for the Cowboys
and was named to the All Ameri-
can team. He was also a member
of the Livermore Cowboys div-
ing team. While in high school
he worked for Fred Tretzel’s
Plumbing and was a salesman at
Sig Henne’s Men’s Clothing
Store. He began his nuclear ca-
reer at the General Electric Pant
on Vallecitos Road, Livermore.
He served in the U.S. Coast
Guard, spent time overseas in
Vietnam and Japan in construc-
tion, returned to the United
States, and was employed at vari-
ous nuclear power plants

throughout California, Arizona,
Arkansas, Illinois, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Mississippi, New
York, Pennsylvania, and Tennes-
see as a health and safety inspec-
tor until his early retirement due
to illness.

He was preceded in death by
his father, Clifford Rosa, mother
Mildred Kingsley Rosa, brothers
Phillip Rosa and Gregory Rosa.
His grandfather, Roland Ray-
mond Kingsley, acquired the
Livermore Journal, which later
became the Southern Alameda
County News, which Ray pub-
lished for twenty three years.
Pinky is survived by his wife
Marilyn Rosa, daughters Jenni-
fer Gowans and Becky Sousa, a
son, Anthony Rosa, four grand-
children, a nephew, Jason Rosa,
and three great nieces.

Cards may be sent to Mrs.
Marilyn Rosa, 182 White Loop
Road, Clinton, TN 37716.

David Miller of Livermore,
California spoke last week in
Washington, DC on behalf of
teens across the country at the
State of Our Nation’s Youth an-
nouncement, issued today by the
Horatio Alger Association of Dis-
tinguished Americans.

The report compiles the re-
sults of the national survey con-
ducted by Peter D. Hart Research
Associates.

David was one of six student
panelists selected to provide
context to the study of high
school students’ opinions, appre-
hensions and aspirations during

Livermore Heritage Guild will present Don Meeker and John
Shirley  as guest speakers for a Wed., August 20 program.

The two will share their perspectives on the growth in Livermore
in the 1950’s, how it affected housing and retail centers.  The talk
will cover a different time period, a time when people built fallout
shelters in their back yards, practiced Civil Defense drills thru “duck
and cover” under desks, and the possibility of a nuclear attack was
at the forefront of public culture.  Sayings such as “Ground Zero”
and pictures of the Mushroom cloud were commonplace in people’s
consciousness.

Both Don and John are long time Livermore residents. They
come from different backgrounds.

The History Lecture will be presented at the Civic Center Li-
brary, 1188 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore.  Doors open at 7 pm., talk
is at 7:30 pm. Come early for refreshments and conversation.  The
program is open to everyone, membership in the Heritage Guild is
not required.  A $2 donation is suggested.

For more information call 443-9740.

History Talk Looks at the 1950s

a press conference at The
Newseum in Washington, D.C.

As a senior honors student,
David is a member of his high
school debate club and is co-
President of the Interact Club, an
organization that coordinates
community services activities in
and around Livermore High
School.  At his church, he serves
as the youth representative to the
Elder Board and he donates many
hours to serving his church com-
munity and attending mission
trips.  David is interested in cur-
rent affairs and enjoys writing ar-
ticles for his journalism class on

Israel and Palestine, where he re-
cently returned from a mission
trip. David hopes to one day be-
come a U.S. Senator.

I’m excited to be a part of the
State of Our Nation’s Youth cam-
paign,” said David. “I look for-
ward to taking this experience
and sharing what I have learned
with my peers.”

•  Presidential Election - 75%
of teens say the election outcome
will make a substantial difference
in the direction of the country.
Students’ biggest concerns are
the economy and jobs (34%), and
the war in Iraq (31%).

• Global Warming - 72% of
teens believe global warming is
an urgent or serious problem.
Caring about the environment is
important to them, however the
majority (58%) of teens do not
consider themselves “environ-
mentalists.”

• Education in the Global
Economy - To prepare them-
selves for the global economy,
one in three teens say the most
important school subjects are
science and technology, and
38% wish their schools had more
up-to-date technology.

• Cyber Bullying - Of the 14.9
million American high school
students, 2.4 million (16%) re-
ported that they have been a vic-

tim of cyber bullying. A remark-
able portion of teens, almost one-
third (30%), now view online
bullying as a greater threat than
traditional bullying in schools.

• Immigration - Teens are di-
vided on immigration in the U.S.,
with 49% saying that it is more
of a positive force then negative,
while 40% believe the opposite.
Teens’ opinions on immigration
are in disagreement with their
parents’ opinions, with only 39%
of adults in another recent sur-
vey seeing immigration as a posi-
tive force.

The telephone survey in-
cluded 1,006 students in grades
nine through 12 and between
ages 13 and 19.  The sample of
high school students was based
on a compiled list provided by
American Student List, which
specializes in maintaining lists
of K-12 students.  The survey
sample closely matches U.S.
Government (Census and Depart-
ment of Education) statistics for
age, area, race, and gender.  The
margin of error is ±3.1 percent-
age points.

For more information on the
State of Our Nation’s Youth re-
port, please see the following
links or contact Lindsay Hyman,
lhyman@qorvis.com, 202-683-
3238.

Local Youth Takes Part in State of Nation's Youth Event
The 19th Annual “Nostalgia Day Car Show,” sponsored by the

Altamont Cruisers in  Downtown Livermore, will be held Sun., Sept.
28. It is the club's major fund-raising event.

To date, the Altamont Cruisers have gifted over $200,000 to lo-
cal charitable organizations with a special focus on the Tri-Valley
youth programs.  This has been made possible from the “Nostalgia
Day” registration fees,  sponsor donations and proceeds from the
event’s numerous prize drawings.

The day features over 700 restored classics, continuous DJ mu-
sic, prize drawings, vendors of car products and arts and crafts, and
a parade of all award winning vehicles down First Street.

Activities are from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. First to Fourth Street between
L Street and Livermore Avenue.

For information, call 925-461-2020, or visit website at
www.altamontcruisers.org

Annual Car Show Set for September
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Tri-Valley Young Performers Academy will perform Music Man,
Jr. Friday, August 15 at 7:00 pm and Saturday August 16 at
12:00 pm at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2446 8th Street, Livermore.
Donate a can of food to the Alameda County Community Food
Bank and take $1 off the price of admission. If you forget the
can, TVYPA will donate the dollar. Tickets are $6 each for all
ages, $5 with  donation.  This performance is the culmination
of a 4 week summer academy during which young actors
ranging in age from 6 -17 attend classes in acting, singing and
dance and rehearse for the musical, Music Man, Jr.

ZNEart.com and Worthington
Gallery West in Pleasanton will
present a mixed media art instal-
lation featuring the work of art-
ists worldwide.

Friday August 22, 2008 marks
the opening of the installation at
Worthington Gallery (739 J Main
Street, Pleasanton). A special
opening day reception with
many of the artists will take place
on Friday August 22 from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m.

ZNE is an online art group
with membership in the thou-
sands, worldwide. Headquartered
in Pleasanton, ZNE Founder
Chelise Stroud Hery has worked
closely with Claudia Hess, owner

Japanese folk tales come to
life at the Pleasanton Public Li-
brary on Saturday, August 16 as
master storyteller Megumi pre-
sents a collection of tales old and
new at 11:00 a.m. in the large
meeting room.

Megumi tells her favorite
tales in Japanese, English — or
both! Learn about the Japanese
culture through whimsical,
greedy, and generous spirits,
goblins, animals and people.

Everyone is welcome to this
free performance, although it is
suggested that children be at
least 5 years old to attend. This
performance is part of the
library’s on-going Tell Us A Tale
children’s series celebrating the
timeless art of storytelling for lis-
teners of all ages.

For information visit the li-
brary website at
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/library/
programs-and-events.html, or
call the Children’s Desk at (925)
931-3400 extension 8.

A lecture, “The Do’s and
Don’ts of Making an Indepen-
dent Film, from Concept Through
Distribution” will be presented
by Joe and Wendy Madden, on
Thursday, August 21 at 7 p.m. at
the Lynnewood United Method-
ist Church, 4444 Black Ave.,
Pleasanton.

The lecture sponsors are Jerry
and Sandi Thorne.

The lecture is presented by
Pleasanton’s Museum On Main
Street. Admission is $5 for mem-
bers; $10 for non-members.
Memberships will be available
that night for purchase.  No res-
ervations are necessary. Informa-
tion is at  925-462-2766

After graduating from Brown
University in 1989 with a degree
in Organizational Behavioral
Management, Joe took the road
with his father, John Madden, for
two football seasons on the
famed “Madden Cruiser."  Dur-
ing those two years of travel Joe
interned with CBS Sports and
experienced an invaluable edu-
cation with the nation’s top-rated
production team.  It was during

4th Street Studio invites writ-
ers to read and  listeners to listen
at its monthly Saturday Salon on
Saturday, August  16  at 7:30  PM
at 4th Street Studio, 2235 Fourth
Street, in  Livermore. Readers
have up to ten minutes to read.
Public is welcome.

This month’s salon is “A
Come Tell it on the Mountain
Kind of Night”  to celebrate
James Baldwin, born August 6,
1924.

So many Baldwin quotes, so
little space, but here are a few
for your  inspirational pleasure:
“It was books that taught me that
the things that tormented me
most  were the very things that
connected me with all the people
who were  alive, or who had ever
been alive.” “People who shut
their eyes to reality simply in-
vite their own  destruction, and
anyone who insists on remain-
ing in a state of  innocence long
after that innocence is dead turns
himself into a  monster.”

Bring a nosh and something
to drink to share.

Contact Karen Hogan at 925
456-3100 if you have questions.

The City of Dublin presents
three Family Movies under the
Stars at Emerald Glen Park.

All movies are free and open
to the public. All ages are wel-
come. This year’s family movies
include:

“Bee Movie,” (pg) Fri., Aug.
15; “Ghost Busters,” (pg) Fri.,
Aug. 29; and “Surf’s Up,” (pg),
Fri., Sept. 12.

All films will be shown out-
doors on a 32-ft. screen at the park,
4201 Central Parkway.

Arrival time is 7:30 p.m. with
movies starting at dusk. Refresh-
ments, including candy and
soda, are available for sale. Pop-
corn will be provided by Toll
Brothers. However, those  attend-
ing must bring their own snacks.

Bring blankets and low beach
chairs. No pets, please.

For information, call 556-
4500 or visit www.dublin.ca.us.

The Summer Dinner & a
Movie Series at Wente Vineyards
hosts “Back to the Future” on the
evening of Monday, August 18.
Join special guests Claudia Wells
(aka Jennifer Parker) and Marc
McClure (aka Dave McFly) for a
fun Q & A session prior to the
screening. They’ll share on-set
stories. Guests can test their
knowledge of such questions as
which Bay Area music legend
who recently performed at Wente
Vineyards played the Battle of
the Bands audition judge in the
movie? Answer: Huey Lewis.
Also on-hand to recreate the fan-
tasy: an original DeLorean DMC-
12. A model of this legendary
stainless steel sports car was
transformed into a time machine
in the film.

Venue seating opens at 6:30
pm, Q & A at 7:30pm, and the
feature will commence at twilight
on The Lawn, 5050 Arroyo Road
in Livermore. All proceeds from
this event and all future cinema
screenings go to the California
Independent Film Festival.

Parents and grown-up movie-
goers can enjoy a two course

those long hauls between games
that Joe and his father developed
the idea of building Northern
California’s largest full-service
sound stage, Goal Line Produc-
tions.  Goal Line would serve as
John Madden’s production home
for the numerous national com-
mercial spots he appeared in, as
well as the premiere studio for
his annual “All-Madden Team”
show.

 Since 1992, Joe, as President
of Goal Line, has made it his pas-
sion to make the stage Northern
California’s finest shooting facil-
ity.  In addition, Joe has gone on
to executive produce many cor-
porate, commercial and feature
films.

In 2006, Joe partnered with his
long-time friend and associate,
E.J. Heiser, to form two separate
production entities, The Licorice
Tree and Target: Earth Pictures,
the former, producing exclu-
sively commercials for televi-
sion, and the latter, a feature film
development company.   Joe re-
sides in Livermore with his wife,
Wendy, and their three children,

Sam, Aidan and Makenna.
Wendy is director of the Califor-
nia Independent Film Festival.

fixed price dinner and a glass of
Wente Vineyards Estate Grown
wine for only $29 (plus tax and
gratuity) at The Restaurant at
Wente Vineyards. A Children’s
Package for kids 12 and under
includes a beverage, choice of
two entrees, and a sundae for
only $15 (plus tax and gratuity).

Wente Vineyards suggests a
donation of $9 for adults and $5
for children (12 and under) per
screening. Net proceeds benefit
the California Independent Film
Festival. Advance tickets may be
purchased by calling the Wente
Vineyards box office at (925)
456-2400 or online at
www.ticketmaster.com.

of Worthington Gallery – to cu-
rate a show that will highlight
the diversity of mixed media.

Artwork will include collage,
assemblage pieces, encaustic wax
techniques, fiber and fabric art,
paper arts and jewelry. Local art-
ists include Barbe Saint John
from San Francisco, Leah
Hitchcock Ybarra from Rich-
mond, Julee Herrmann from
Orinda, among others. Other art-
works from England, Canada, and
throughout the United States in-
clude works by Deb Trotter in
Wyoming, Izabella Pierce in Las
Vegas, and Julia Eleazor in En-
gland.

Worthington Gallery West’s
mixed media art installation is
timed to coincide with ZNE’s
Convenzione, an art retreat and
convention taking place in Pleas-
anton that will bring hundreds
of artists and art enthusiasts to
the Tri Valley for a full weekend
of events. In addition to the gal-
lery show, there will be a film
screening of the 1,000 Journals
documentary, art workshops, a
vendor fair, and several group
meal and activities.

For more information go to
the www.ZNEcon.com website,
or contact Chelise Stroud Hery
at info@zneart.com or 925-202-
9293.

Talk Focuses on Independent Filmmaking

Q and A Leads Off 'Back to the
Future' Screening

Saturday Salon
Has Baldwin

Theme

Japanese Folk
Tales at Library

Mixed Media Show Opens at Worthington Gallery

Pops Concert, reservations for the
Livermore-Amador Symphony’s
October 10th and 11th evening POPS
concerts will go on sale starting Fri-
day, August 15 (8 a.m. - 8 p.m.). This
year’s theme is “POPS Goes to the
Movies." Call (925) 447-4924 for
reservations. Concert at The Barn,
3131 Pacific Avenue, Livermore.
All seats are reserved at $20 each. If
leaving a phone message, state name,
phone number, and the date and
number of tickets desired.

The Wild Vine Gallery featured artist:
August: Angela Johal, abstract oil
paintings, reception Aug. 14, 7 to 9
p.m.  2187 First St., downtown Liv-
ermore; 243-0700.

Tuesday Tunes,  6 p.m.-9 p.m. June-
Sept., 5 p.m.-8 p.m. Sept. & Oct. Free
live music at the Flag Pole Plaza &
Livermore Plaza, sponsored by Liv-
ermore Downtown, Inc.
www.livermoredowntown.com.

Vineyard Nights Live: Fri., Aug. 15,
Red House All Stars, blues-based
dance music. Fri., Aug. 22, Spiral
Jazz, a fusion of styles and sounds
from the 60’s to today. Fri., Aug. 29,
Rumors plays rhythm and blues, rock,
pop, oldies and standard covers from
the 70s to the 90s. Live music on the
patio. Restaurant opens 6 p.m., music
7-10 p.m.. $15pp minimum. Indoor
seating available. Garre Winery, 7986
Tesla Road, Livermore. 371-8200.
www.garrewinery.com

Movie Night in
Dublin Park

Annual Piano Recital, Saturday, Sep-
tember 6, 7:30 P.M. at Asbury United
Methodist Church, 4743 East Av-
enue, Livermore. Co-sponsored by
the Alameda County East Branch of
the Music Teachers' Association of
California and Asbury. MTAC Young
Artist Guild member Ian Counts of
Rancho Palos Verdes, a freshman at
Stanford, will perform Beethoven,
Rzewski and Gershwin. No admis-
sion charge; refreshments served.
Further information: 443-2514.

Bocce Ball & Italian Dinner Night
Wednesdays, August 20, Italian buf-
fet dinner and a traditional Italian
game. Served with three glasses of
complimentary vineyard selection
wine, event takes place on outdoor
courts with patio seating. Cellar Mas-
ter Wayne Re is Bocce Captain and
coordinates play. All skill levels wel-
come. $38.95 person all inclusive.
Seatings from 5:30 p.m.. Garre Win-
ery, 7986 Tesla Rd., Livermore.
Reservations required:   371-8200
www.garrewinery.com.

Godspell, set in the real world of the
disenfranchised, will be staged by
Cal State East Bay at 8 p.m. Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 15-16, and at 2 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 17. Shows will be in
the University Theatre, 25800 Carlos
Bee Blvd., Hayward. Tickets, at $14
general, $12 youth (3-18), seniors
(55+), alumni (with alumni I.D.); $8
CSUEB students, may be reserved at
http://class.csueastbay.edu/theatre/
Ticket_Reservations.php. For details
on any theatre or dance event, go to
http://class.csueastbay.edu/theatre/ or
call 510-885-3118.

Eagle Ridge Vineyard is celebrating
the first anniversary of its tasting
room on Aug. 9 & 10 from 12:00 -
4:30. The first year was highlighted
by winning 3 silver medals and a
bronze for the very first wine, 2004
Petite Sirah. The 2006 Pinot Grigio,
while not entered into any competi-
tions, has completely been sold out
for several months. In celebration of
the first anniversary, the winery is
releasing its 2005 Petite Sirah and
2007 Pinot Grigio to the public. The
festivities will include specialized
food-wine pairings with both of the
new wines. Live music provided “Hur-
ricane” from 1 to 4 p.m. each day.
10017 Tesla Rd., Livermore. 447-
4328.

Auditions for the upcoming Las Positas
College production of Shakespeare
in Hollywood will be held on Mon-
day and Tuesday, August 25 and 26
from 7-9:30 p.m. The mad cap farce
by the author of Lend Me a Tenor and
Moon Over Buffalo is about the
filming of the 1935 Max Rinehardt
version of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream. There are eight male and four
female principal roles, plus small
ensemble parts. An audition mono-
logue is requested but not required.
Rehearsals will be on Monday through

Thursday nights and performances
are November 14 through 21. For
more information, call (925) 424-
1166 or email
kross@laspositascollege.edu.

Willy Wonka Junior, tickets are now
on sale for August 15, 16, 17th at the
Bankhead Theater. A free Wonka
Bar for each child attending the per-
formance-and a prize for the child
with the golden ticket. Prices for
Seniors $10.00, Adults $12.00 and
Children $8.00. SmARTSunlimited
produces Theater for Children – By
Children. 1 p.m. & 3 p.m. produc-
tions performed by children ages 3-
10, 6 p.m. & 8 p.m. productions
performed by children 11-17. Go to
www.livermoreperformingarts.org
or call 925-373-6800.

Goodguys 22nd West Coast Nationals,
Aug. 22-24, Alameda County Fair-
grounds, Pleasanton. Fri. and Sat., 8
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
$17 general admission, $6 kids 7-12,
free for kids 6 and under; $8 parking
www.good-guys.com.

La Familia Peña-Govea, Latin Mu-
sic, Sun., Aug. 24, 2 p.m. Livermore
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave.
Free admission. Musicians Miguel
Govea and Susan Peña are joined by
their daughters, Rene and Cecilia
performing a wide-range of tradi-
tional and original Mexican, Tex-
Mex and Colombian music. Infor-
mation, call Joyce Nevins, 373-5505.
Friends of Livermore Library pro-
gram.

Day in the Park, Sun., Aug. 24, Taylor
Family Foundation benefit for Camp
Arroyo, a camp for children with
life-threatening illnesses, disabilities,
and youth at-risk. Silent auction, live
auction, wine tasting, gourmet foods
tasting, local celebrity guests, music,
camp tour. $175 individual tickets or
tables for 10 guests, $2000. Reserva-
tions at 455-5118 or www.ttff.org.

Planet 9 from Outer Space, Chouinard
Vineyards and Winery outdoor the-
ater presents a cult sci-fi classic, Ed
Wood's unedited and original screen
version, hosted by Mr. Lobo, star of
Cinema Insomnia, with the volup-
tuous and luscious Queen of Trash.
Evening of fun and audience partici-
pation including games, prizes and
memorabilia. Sun., Sept. 14, 6 p.m.
by reservation only, $20 per car.
510-582-9900. 33853 Palomares
Rd., Castro Valley. Bring a picnic;
popcorn and wine available for pur-
chase.
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION

PLACING LEGAL NOTICES
 CONTACT BARBARA @

 925 243-8000

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 413412

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Livermore
Bucket Company, 1341 Anza
Way, Livermore Ca 94550 is
hereby registered by the fol-

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 413815-413816
The following person (s) do-
ing business as:1)Touch And
Release Massage Therapy,
2)LMS Consulting,1640 4th
Street, Livermore Ca 94550 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Linda Maureen Sanches,
1640 4th Street, Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Linda Maureen Sanches
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 28, 2008. Expires July
28, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2358. Publish August 7, 14, 21,
28, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 413897

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Jennie’s Pho-
tos, 2057 Lawson Cir. Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Jennifer McGregor, 2057
Lawson Cir, Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jennifer Lee McGregor

This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 30, 2008. Expires July
30, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2359. Publish August 7, 14, 21,
28, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 414065

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Bella Beauty
Bar, 264 South R Street, Liver-
more Ca 94550 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Annalee Fay, 264 South R
Street, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on July 9, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Annalee Fay
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on August 4, 2008. Expires
August 4, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2360. Publish August 14, 21,
28, September 4, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 413885

The following person (s) do-
ing business
as:Compassionate Carriers,
3833 East Ave., Livermore Ca
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Garrett Torres, 3833 East Ave.,
Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Garrett Torres
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 29, 2008. Expires July
29, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2361. Publish August 14, 21,
28, September 4, 2008.

NOTICE OF PETITION  TO
ADMINISTER  ESTATE OF:
MARGITTA  E. MCGUIRE
Case No. VP08401980

To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors
and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the will

or estate, or both, of:
MARGITTA E. MCGUIREaka
MARGITTA  ELSO MCGUIRE
A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by:
PATRICK MCGUIRE,
MATTHEW MCGUIRE &
MARK MCGUIRE in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County
of ALAMEDA.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE
requests that PATRICK
MCGUIRE, MATTHEW
MCGUIRE & MARK MCGUIRE
be appointed as personal rep-
resentative to administer the
estate of the decendent.
THE PETITION requests the
decendent’s will and codicils,
if any, be admitted to probate.
The will and any codicils are
available for examination in
the file kept by the court.
THE  PETITION requests au-
thority to administer the estate
under the Independent Admin-
istration of Estates Act. (This au-
thority will allow the personal
representative to take many
actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain
very important actions, how-
ever, the personal represen-
tative will be required to give
notice to interested persons
unless they have waived no-
tice or consented to the pro-
posed action). The indepen-
dent administration authority
will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objec-
tion to the petition and shows
good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:
SEPTEMBER 22, 2008 AT
1:30PM IN Dept. 707 at
SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF
ALAMEDA
5672 STONERIDGE DR.
PLEASANTON CA 94588
GALE/SCHENON HALL OF
JUSTICE
IN YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and
state your objections or file
written objections with the
court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person
or by your attorney.
IF  YOUR ARE  A  CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the
decendent, you must file your
claim with the court and mail
the court a copy to the per-
sonal representative ap-
pointed by the court within four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters as provided
in Probate Code sections
9100. The time for filing claims
will not expire before four
months from the hearing date
noticed above.
YOU MAY  EXAMINE the file kept
by the court. If you are a per-
son interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice
(form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A re-
quest for Special Notice form
is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Patricia A. Leong
3180 Crow Canyon Pl #250
San Ramon, Ca 94583
925 830-0684
The Independent Legal No.
2362
Publish August 14, 21, 28,
September 4, 2008.

ANIMALS
1) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for
adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal
Rescue, offers animals for
adoption every Saturday and
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days.  On Saturdays from 9:30
am to 1:00 pm, both dogs and
cats are available at the Pleas-
anton Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets.  Two lo-
cations will showcase cats
only: Petsmart in Dublin from
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet Food
Express in Livermore from
1:00 to 4:00.  On Sundays, cats
are available at Petsmart in
Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, and
PetCo in San Ramon from
11:00 to 3:00.    For more infor-
mation, call TVAR at  (925)
803-7043 or visit our website
at www.tvar.org.

FOUND AN ANIMAL?
 Free Section. Call Barbara

 925 243-8000 to let 49,118
households know!

4)FOUND

FOUND PARROT
In Livermore June 24th

Call to Identify
925 858-7329

5)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET?  Free
Section. Call Barbara  925
243-8000 to let 49,118 house-
holds know!

lowing owner (s):
Robert Powell Snyder, 1341
Anza Way, Livermore CA
94550
Arlene Marie Snyder, 1341
Anza Way, Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Robert Snyder
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 17, 2008. Expires July
17, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2355. Publish July 24, 31, Au-
gust 7, 14, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 413540

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:The Hole
Event, 4696 Amy Court, Liver-

more Ca 94550 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Katrina M. Hole, 1350 Spring
Valley Common, Livermore
Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Katrina Hole
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 22, 2008, Expires July
22, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2356. Publish July 31, August
7, 14, 21, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 413303

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Green Sky
Solar, Inc., 1046 E. Stanley
Blvd., Livermore Ca 94550 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Green Sky Solar, Inc., 1143
Canton Ave., Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on July 10, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Kyle L. Prusso
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on July 15, 2008. Expires July
15, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2357. Publish August 7, 14, 21,
28, 2008.

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS ON-LINE AT
WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM

Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

All-Girl’s Robotic Group. Girl Scouts,
using a grant from LLNL, is starting an all-
girls robotics group in the Livermore Valley.
This group is open to all girls in 6th -12th
grade living in Livermore, Dublin and Pleas-
anton.  First Robot Build Day is Sunday,
August 17th from 2-5pm.  Send details to
Melanie Young at Melanie@redhunter.com
or call 447-3927.

Pancake Breakfast, Foothill High
School Marching Band, fund-raising, Labor
Day, Sept. 1, 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the school
multipurpose room.  Adults - $7, children
under 10 - $4;  Pancakes, eggs, sausage, fruit,
and coffee and juice. Tickets available at the
door; also 50/50 raffle,  925-200-2209.

The Teen Fashion Show, presented by
Teens for Kids, Aug. 16, 1 and 3 p.m. All
proceeds will directly benefit the Children’s
Hospital. The Teen Fashion Show will take
place at the Quarry Lane School, 6363
Tassajara Rd, Dublin. Tickets are available
online for $10 at www.chofoundation.org/
teensforkids, and will also be sold at the door
for $12.00.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy
Support Group, meets Tues., Aug. 26, 10
a.m. at Heritage Estates Retirement Com-
munity second floor conference room, 900 E.
Stanley Blvd., Livermore. All are welcome.
Information, Lorene Stack, 447-6158, or
Ann Laye, 443-4098.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., Aug. 16, 41 miles St. Helena-
Napa ride, meet 10 a.m., Randy Huey, 518-
8439. Sun., Aug. 17, 20 miles Shannon Park
north through San Ramon and Danville, meet
9 a.m., Mason Cornelius, 487-0690. Wed.,
Aug. 20, 30 miles from Shannon Center to
Castro valley and through five canyons area,
meet 9 a.m., Alaine Nadeau, 577-6586.
Anyone planning on going on a ride is asked
to call the leader for details on where to meet
and what to bring.

Vineyard Alternative Elementary/
Middle School, a Livermore School District
run independent study program for grades 1-
8, is now accepting enrollment for the 2008-
2009 school year.  A parent orientation
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August
20, 2008 at 10:00am in Room 8 at the Ed
Rundstrom Learning Center, 1401 Almond
Ave., Livermore. This voluntary program is
designed to assist parents who wish to
instruct their children at home. The program
provides, at no cost, educational materials
that meet the district and state framework
guidelines. For more information, call
(925)606-4720 or visit  www.vineyarded.net.

26th Annual Hope Hospice Commu-
nity Training Course for volunteers, nurses,
social workers, therapists, and other caring
professionals. Sept. 8-Oct. 27, Mondays,
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Fee $75 general, or $120
for 20 CEUs. $60 refund for volunteers after
three months of service. Good News Family
Fellowship (next door to Hope Hospice),
6500 Dublin Blvd., Suite D, Dublin. Topics
include hospice philosophy and care, nursing
in hospice, cultural and religious diversity -
panel, children's bereavement- panel, adult

bereavement - panel, role of social worker in
hospice care.  (925) 829-8770

 Cosmic Dog Yoga is offering a family
yoga class on Saturday, August 23 at 11 a.m.
Parents, come do yoga with your kids.  This
class is appropriate for families with kids in
the 7-12 age range.  This class is by donation
only. All proceeds to go to the Tri-Valley
Haven.  Cosmic Dog Yoga is located at 1923
Second Street.  Reservations not required.
Information, call   (925) 456-YOGA.

Assisted Living Seminar - August 21
at 7:00 pm. 850 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore.
Come experience this educational and infor-
mational panel of experts discuss how to
know when you or a loved one qualifies for
Assisted Living.  Find out how the caregiver
is affected and how to prevent burn-out.
Please RSVP to (925)373-3636.

The Wii Experience for Seniors, ma-
ture adult program,   Tuesday, August 19 at
1:00 pm the Pleasanton Public Library. Teen
volunteers will teach seniors how to use the
new virtual video games. Games  will include
tennis, bowling, and golf. Wii sports games
offer low-impact exercise using a motion-
sensitive controller that is strapped to the
hand and allows players to act out the game.
Information, 931-3411.

Golf Tournament, fund-raiser for Tri-
Valley Special Needs Fund and House Inc.
Monday, August 18 at 11:00 a.m. Sunol
Valley Golf Club. Tournament fees: $175.00.
Dinner and Auction $45.00. Tri-Valley Spe-
cial Needs Fund and House Inc. mission is
to improve and enhance the quality of life for
local residents with developmental chal-
lenges.   Tom Morelli 963-6591.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club,

luncheon Thurs., Aug. 21, 11:30 a.m. at The
Livery in Danville. Open to new and estab-
lished residents of San Ramon, Dublin,
Pleasanton, Livermore and Danville. Guest
speaker, Dana from J'Erol, will talk about
skin care and colors. www.srvnc.com

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA., Lunch on the Bay in San Leandro,
Aug. 20, 1 p.m. call Ginny 510-656-5625 by
Aug. 18. Happy hour in Castro Valley, Aug.
22, 5 p.m. Palomares Cafe, call Davy, 510-
537-4031 by Aug. 20. Film museum and
dinner Fremont, Aug. 24, 4:30 p.m., call
Marge, 828-5124 by Aug. 22. Dinner in
Dublin, Elephant Bar, 5 p.m., Aug. 30, call
Athene, 846-0111, by Aug. 27.

.Brain Training Workshop Learn how
to exercise your brain the fun and inexpensive
way from Kathryn Tournat of Bella Menti
Learning Solutions.  Space is limited, so
please preregister.  Pleasanton Senior Center,
5353 Sunol Blvd., Tuesday, August 26,
10am to 11:30am, $1.50 residents/ $2non-
residents.

Child Care Links is hosting a “Healthy
Summer Kick-Off” event. Bounce U, 7073
Commerce Circle, Pleasanton, safe and com-
fortable indoor facility filled with giant
inflatable structures. Space is limited. For
children ages 2 and up. No charge. 9:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. on Aug. 18.

RELIGION
Concert, Calvary Chapel of Livermore is

hosting a free concert on August 31,  between
6 and 8 p.m. in front of the Bankhead Theatre
(Shea Home stage). The public is invited.
Featured artist is the 2007 IMCA award
winner Dennis Agajanian.

Tri-Valley Unity Church hosts guest

speaker Dr. Richard Southern for a three-part
series on “The Spiritual Practice of Welcom-
ing.”  August 17: “Welcome to the Journey.”
And August 24 is “Welcome to our World.”
All are welcome!  Service at 10 a.m. at the
Radisson, 6680 Regional St., Dublin.
www.trivalleyunity.com (925) 829-2733.

Community Bible Study, the Women’s
Community Bible Study will offer a nonde-

nominational, in-depth study of the Book of
Revelation at Centerpointe Presbyterian
Church of Pleasanton starting on Sept. 11 at
9:30 - 11:30.  A children’s program, run
concurrently, is available. For more informa-
tion or registration, call Kim @925-209-
0242, or attend the Informational Coffee to
be held at Centerpointe Presbyterian Church
on Aug. 21 from 10am to 11am.
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Finding a Great
Buyer’s Agent

By Cher Wollard
You have been thinking about it for months, poking around on

the Internet, cruising open houses. Now you are sure. You are ready
to buy a house.

How do you find an agent to represent you?
“I would advise someone who is looking for an agent to con-

duct interviews, because it’s a job you are looking to have filled by
the most qualified person,” said Holly Bruce, a Realtor with
Windermere Welcome Home, Livermore.

The best way to find an agent is through referrals from friends,
neighbors or relatives who have had positive real estate experi-
ences.  You might also learn about agents through advertising or a
search of local real estate web sites. Or you might meet an agent at
an open house who seems like someone you could work with.

Wherever you begin, you need to ask questions to make sure
this person is the right agent for you.

You might start by checking that agent’s credentials and status
with the California Department of Real Estate (DRE). The DRE
website allows consumers to search for information about agents
using their name or DRE number. The site will tell you if that
person has a license in good standing, how long he or she has been
licensed, and if any complaints have been filed against the person.
You can access that part of the site directly at www2.dre.ca.gov/
PublicASP/pplinfo.asp

The National Association of Realtors (NAR) also recommends
determining if that agent is a Realtor or just has a real estate li-
cense. Realtors are members of the N.A.R., the California Associa-
tion of Realtors and, locally, the Bay East Association of Realtors.
Realtors abide by a strict code of ethics beyond the state-mandated
real estate regulations.  They also have access to tools, including
the Multiple Listing Service, that a non-Realtor agent might not
have.

N.A.R. advises would-be clients to enter into a written contract
by signing a buyer-broker agreement in which you promise to work
only with that particular agent for a specific period of time and not
to buy without involving your buyer’s agent. It also obligates your
agent to work diligently on your behalf.

In our area, buyer’s agents are generally paid by the seller’s side.
Realtor Pam Cole of ReMax Accord offered her own list of crite-

ria buyers should look for in an agent:
• A full-time agent who is available to accommodate your hours.
• Someone with a proven track record of successful real estate

transactions. “Buyers should ask for testimonials and references,”
she said.

• An agent who listens to your wants and needs. “For me, it’s
important that they find the right house.”

• One who is willing to take the time to educate you about the
home buying process.

• An agent who knows the market where you will be purchasing
your home. “I wouldn’t try to represent somebody in Walnut Creek,
for example, because I don’t know Walnut Creek. You have to feel
comfortable that the agent knows the area.”

• One with a solid support system and a team of professionals
who will help you with all aspects of purchasing a home.

• An agent with strong skills who is dedicated to continually
educating himself/herself about changing real estate regulations,
technology and the market.

Bruce agrees with Cole that communication is key.
“A good agent is somebody who really listens, who sits down

and asks you questions and listens to your answers,” Bruce said.
“You are your clients’ champion. You always have to have their
best interests at heart. You are at the core of their search for the right
home.”

 A good agent is able to filter through the many homes currently
on the market to find those that best match their clients’ needs.

“Many homebuyers these days are influenced by the media,
they have pre-conceived ideas about what their home search should
turn up,” Bruce said. A good agent will help them steer through the
hype and zero in on the right property, negotiate the best possible
price and terms on their behalf, and guide them through the process
until close.

Bruce described clients she is working with, a couple who are
first-time homebuyers relocating here from Chicago. They started
out looking for very specific features in a home. Then the mortgage
market changed. Bruce had the knowledge and flexibility to be
able to shift gears and show them properties that suited their new
set of conditions.

“They first looked at bank-owned properties. But it really came
down to ‘are you looking for a good deal or for a home?’ We went
through a psychological adventure to where they really do want a
home. The money is acceptable. They are clear where their needs
are,” she said.

Bruce helped them find a nicely maintained townhome in a
great area at a good price. The mortgage specialist she referred
them to has gotten them into a loan that works for them.

Cole and Bruce agree that the role of an agent goes beyond
helping buyers find and acquire property.

In the past, Realtors had nearly exclusive access to lists of homes
on the market. But now, most buyers utilize www.realtor.com and
other sites to look at homes on line. It is not uncommon for buyers
to find a home on their own. But finding the right home is just the
beginning.

An agent should also explain the homebuying process, clarify
terminology, negotiate rigorously on their behalf, and ensure that
buyers are aware of their rights and obligations every step of the
way. Many buyers are unprepared for the rigors of buying a  home.
Or they have false or incomplete information about the state of the
market.

“An agent who is willing to educate them on the process, ex-
plain contingency period, explain inspections, that is so impor-
tant. Buying a house is stressful enough,” Cole said. “Upon close
of escrow, they should be excited.”

That agent should explain all legal documents, as well as dis-
closures and inspection reports with the clients, and clearly articu-
late their options at every turn.  Most agents will also assist buyers
in finding good mortgage specialists, inspectors, title companies
and other professionals related to their transaction.

“In this market, buyers are looking for a kind of one-stop shop,”
Bruce said.

But beyond the skill set, a good agent has to be a person the
buyer can trust and work with.

“Honesty, integrity, a good listener and availability. If I had to
limit it to a couple of things, I think that is it,” Cole said.

Cher Wollard is a local Realtor.

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS ON-LINE AT
WWW.INDEPENDENTNEWS.COM

LOST CAT
Long Haired 1yr.,

 Fluffy Orange Tabby
Very Sweet, Hurt Toe,

Micro Chipped
Last Seen Panama Bay

Coffee
downtown Livermore

REWARD
925 858-0175

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
7)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE
$1000 Grocery Coupon. Your
Choice. Noahs Arc - Support
No Kill Shelters, Advance Vet-
erinary Treatments. Free Tow-
ing, IRS Tax Deductible, Non-
Runners.
1-866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR:
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help
Save A Child’s Life Through
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy &
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

9) USED AUTOS

SELL YOUR USED CAR HERE.
Call Barbara  at  925-243-
8000

0R
www.independentnews.com
Pay by Credit Card  for any
Classified or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS
NEEDED for elder care.

Light housekeeping
errands transportation

meal prep personal
care. Please fax resume

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

FAMILY SALON FOR SALE
Great Livermore location

w/superior anchors.
 Clean and bright. 8

Stations plus Shampoo.
$85,000

 Call David toll-free for
details. 866-732-3291

ABSOLUTELY RECESSION
PROOF! Do You Earn $800 in
a Day? Your Own Local Vend-
ing Route Includes 30 Ma-
chines and Candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-
2405. (CAL*SCAN)

A CASH COW!! Soda/Snack
Business. Coke* Pepsi* Red
Bull* Frito. Entire Business -
$16,840. 1-800-836-3464.
(CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau before
you send any money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

SCHOOL CROSSING
GUARDS

Now hiring in Livermore.
Part-time school days only.

Seniors Welcome.
(866) YOU CROSS

ELECTRICAL APPRENTICE-
SHIPS. Openings in all aspects
of electrical work. Paid training,
benefits, and advancement
opportunities. High school
grads ages 17-34. Paid relo-
cation expenses. Call 1-800-
345-6289. (CAL*SCAN)

PART TIME JOBS. The Navy
Reserve has part-time jobs for
one weekend each month +
two weeks a year. Ages 18-39,
w/wo prior military service. Call
1-800-345-NAVY. (CAL*SCAN)

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS! Califor-
nia Army National Guard. No
Experience. Will pay to train.
High School Jr/Sr & Grads /
Non-Grads/ GED. May qualify
for $20,000 Bonus.
1800GoGuard.com/careers
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED
AD

 call  Barbara 925 243-8000
or go on-line at

www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit
Card for Classified and Dis-
play Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVER - CDL Training $0
down, financing by Central Re-
frigerated. Drive for Central,
earn up to $40K/year. Owner
Operators average $60k/Year
1-800-587-0029 x4779.
www.CentralDrivingJobs.net
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER: Don’t Just Start Your
Career, Start It Right! Com-
pany Sponsored CDL training
in 3 weeks. Must be 21. Have
CDL? Tuition Reimburse-
ment! www.JoinCRST.com 1-
800-781-2778. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER - $5K SIGN-ON Bonus
for Experienced Teams: Dry
Van & Temp Control available.
O/O’s & CDL-A Grads welcome.
Call Covenant 1-866-684-
2519 EOE. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS: $1000+ weekly.
Sign-On Bonus. 35-41 cpm.
Earn over $1000 weekly! Ex-
cellent Benefits. Need CDL-A
& 3 months recent OTR. 1-800-
635-8669. (CAL*SCAN)

OWNER/OPERATORS with
own permits and insurance to
pull our 53’ refrigerated trail-
ers. $1,000 Sign-On Bonus,
weekly settlements, stop pay,
fuel card program, 100%
lumper reimbursement. Com-
pany driver positions also
available. Brent Redmond
Logistics. 1-800-777-5342.
(CAL*SCAN)

OTR DRIVERS DESERVE
more pay and more

hometime! $.41/mile! Home
weekends! Run our Western
region! Health, Dental, Life

Insurance! Heartland
Express 1-800-441-4953.

wwwHeartlandExpress.com
(CAL*SCAN)

Never a Layoff! SPONSORED
CDL TRAINING. No Experi-
ence Needed! Earn $40k-
150k in your new career!
Stevens Transport will sponsor
the total cost of your CDL train-
ing! Excellent Benefits & 401K!
EOE. Call Now! 1-800-358-
9512, 1-800-333-8595.
www.BecomeA Driver.com
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS - Ask about qualify-
ing for 5 raises in a year! No
experience? CDL Training
available. Tuition reimburse-
ment. 1-877-232-2386.
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com
(CAL*SCAN)

$6,000 SIGN-0N BONUS! Lo-
cal & Regional Runs. Home
most Weekends! Tank &
Flatbed CDL-A Drivers. 4 On -
4 Off. Sherman Brothers
1 - 8 0 0 - 4 5 7 - 1 4 5 9 .
w w w . D r i v e 4 S B I . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

75)HELP WANTED SALES

ABLE TO TRAVEL. National
Company Hiring 6 people. No
experience necessary. Paid
training and Transportation.
Over 18. Start ASAP. 1-888-
921-1999. (CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches over
45,893 Homes

and
over 3,225

Local Businesses
mailed

Home Delivery
in

Livermore
Pleasanton & Sunol

Call Barbara
925 243-8000

77)HELP WANTED SENIORS

ATTN: SENIORS
On Call Work, $15hr.

Reliable Transportation
Necessary

(916) 966-4000

78)INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

Global Science & Technol-
ogy, Inc. a growing high
technology firm with high
growth expectations is
seeking a Senior Enterprise
Architect. This position is in
support of a Government
Agency in the Washington
DC/MD area. Candidate
must have experience
leading full life-cycle Enter-
prise Architect program sup-
port projects, Service-Ori-
ented Architecture (SOA), In-
formation Technology Infor-
mation Library (ITIL) v3, and
Government Accountability
Office (GAO) Enterprise Ar-
chitecture Maturity Man-
agement Framework
(EAMMF). A MS in Computer
Science, Information Sys-
tems, Engineering, Busi-
ness, or equivalent and 10
years of experience is re-
quired. GST offers competi-
tive salaries and benefits.
GST is an equal opportunity
employer.  Qualified candi-
dates, please send your re-
sume and cover letter via
email to careers@gst.com
SUBJECT LINE MUST
READ:  Enterprise Architect

80)MISC. EMPLOYMENT

NEEDED: 15 PEOPLE
TO LOSE UP TO 30LBS

30 DAYS $30 +s/h
ALL NATURAL

DR RECOMMENDED
www.jkdietsamples.com.

925-371-2819

Make $10/hr. or $10k/mo.
        You choose...

     Call 800-405-0916

MERCHANDISE
110)FOUND

FOUND EARRING
In Front of Carl’s Jr.

Pleasanton
Call 925 846-8469

118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

FREE POSTER SIZE
CLIP ART BOOKS

Good for Projects & Coloring
Would like to be given to:
Schools, Churches, Day Cares
Call 925 447-8700 Barbara

FREE, 3/4 inch x 4 feet x 8 feet
sheet of plywood somewhat
weathered. Call 925 447-5120

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY SECTION

Call 925 243-8000 Barbara

121)GARAGE/FLEA MAR-
KET/YARD SALES

Rain or Shine! Call Barbara
925-243-8000 or go to
www.independentnews.com
before 8am Tuesdays to get
your ad in for the next edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items
here for sale. Call

925 243-8000 or go on-line
at

www.independentnews.com
Also you can pay by Credit

Card for Classified
and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

 2008 California
Labor Day Meeting

              August 29-31st
The Fremont Church of
Christ proudly brings to
the Bankhead theater a

series of
Gospel Teaching on

"Making Cornerstones of
our Children" Psalms

144:12
Please join us
Friday Evening

Aug, 29th @7:30
Saturday Morning for the

young men teachings
@10:00 am

Saturday Evening 7:30
pm

Sunday morning Aug,
31st services begin

@10:30am
Sunday Evening we

will have singing starting
@ 6:30pm and

 our final speakers
@ 7:30.

Please make plans to
join us, Visitors

encouraged
 and Welcome

Contact for info.
510 715-3822

Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents
with emphasis on those with
low income. The center has
general medical services, fam-
ily planning, well baby, prena-
tal and maternity programs,
social services, blood pres-
sure checks, WIC food supple-
ment programs, premarital
blood test, sports/camp physi-
cals, TB screening, free trans-
portation available.    925 462-
1755

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unli-
censed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? Let
the 49,119+ households that
read the Independent find out
about it. . To place an ad go to
www.independentnews.com
or call Barbara at 925 243-
8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

161)BEAUTY SHOP SPACE

BEAUTY SHOP
$400 Station mo. Rent

Liv. House of Style
Call 925 447-5530

162)HOMES FOR RENT

LIVERMORE 2800 Sqft
newer exec. home. 4-5bd/

3ba, office, den, prime
location. $2995 mo.

925 216-6446

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIVING
SPACE By Advertising with The
Independent reaching over
49,119 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad place-
ment. Call Barbara 925 243-
8000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT
OF STATE

ARIZONA LAND BARGAIN 36
Acres - $29,900. Beautiful
mountain property in
Arizona’s Wine Country. Price
reduced in buyers market.
Won’t last! Good access &
views. Eureka Springs Ranch
offered by AZLR. ADWR report
& financing available. 1-877-
301-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

NEW TO MARKET New Mexico
Ranch Dispersal 140 acres -
$89,900. River Access North-
ern New Mexico. Call 6,000’ el-
evation with stunning views.
Great tree cover including
Ponderosa, rolling grassland
and rock outcroppings. Abun-
dant wildlife, great hunting. EZ
terms. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-866-
360-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

NEW MEXICO SACRIFICE!
140 acres was $149,900, Now
Only $69,900. Amazing 6000
ft. elevation. Incredible moun-
tain views. Mature tree cover.
Power & year round roads.
Excellent financing. Priced for
quick sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-
888-204-9760. (CAL*SCAN)

FORECLOSURE SPECIAL!
100+ Acre Colorado Ranch
for $49,900. Year-round roads,
utilities. Access to 6,000+ acre
recreation land. Call 1-866-
OWN-LAND x 4392.
(CAL*SCAN)

PRICED TO SELL! Newly Re-
leased Colorado Mountain
Ranch. 35 acres-$39,900. Ma-
jestic lake & Mountain views,
adjacent to national forest for
camping or hiking, close to
conveniences. EZ terms. 1-
866-353-4807. (CAL*SCAN)

ALMOST HEAVEN. Washing-
ton /Idaho border. 6 ac just
$49,900. Calendar cover
beauty in Palouse Country.
Rare acreage in an area
where land is rarely available.
Rolling hills, river access, near
town & golf, close to WSU. Has
it all including great price, must
see. EZ terms. Call WALR 1-
866-836-9152. (CAL*SCAN)

20 ACRE RANCHES, Near
Blooming El Paso Texas.
Roads Surveyed. $15,900,
$200 Down, $159/month.
Money Back Guarantee. Free
Maps & Pictures. 1-800-343-
9444. No Credit Checks!!
(CAL*SCAN)

BUY BULK 40 AC just
$29,900. Your own gorgeous
ranch. Stunning land, inspiring
views, great location, 2 hours
east of Salt Lake in ideal out-
door recreational area.
County maintained roads,
ready to build or just hold and
enjoy. Priced at bulk acreage
prices for quick sale. Must sell.
EZ terms. Call UTLR 1-888-
693-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

LAKEFRONT OPPORTUNITY.
Nevada’s 3rd Largest Lake.
Approx. 2 hrs. South of Carson
City. 1 ac Dockable $149,900.
1 ac Lake Access $49,900.
38,000 ac Walker Lake, very
rare. Home sites on paved road
with city water. Magnificent
views, very limited supply. New
to market. Call 1-877-542-
6628. (CAL*SCAN)

MONTANA’S BEST LAND
DEAL 20AC- Ponderosa
Pines, County Road & Utilities.
Was: $99,900. Now: $79,900.
160AC w/New Log Cabin Was:
$199,900. Now: $149,900.
208AC w/Huge Storage
Barn Was: $299,900.
NOW: $249,900. Affordable fi-
nancing, discounted prices.
Absolutely beautiful land.
Call 877-229-7840. Visit
www.WesternSkiesLand.com
While we talk! (CAL*SCAN)

172)REAL ESTATE LOANS

I BUY NOTES and Deeds of
Trust - call Frank 530-885-
8032 or visit www.FGReal
EstateInvesting.com for FREE
information and quote.
(CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
178)BUSINESS SERVICES

ADVERTISE EFFECTIVELY!
Reach over 3 million Califor-
nians in 140 community news-
papers. Cost $1,500 for a
3.75”x2” display ad Super
value!  Call (916) 288-6010;
(916) 288-6019, www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

A BEST-KEPT CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING SECRET! A 25-
word classified ad costs $550,
is placed in 240 community
newspapers and reaches 6
million Californians!   Call for
more information (916) 288-
6010; (916) 288-6019
w w w . C a l - S C A N . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

Looking for a cost efficient
way to get out a NEWS
RELEASE? The California
Press Release Service is
the only service with 500
current daily, weekly and
college newspaper contacts
in California. Questions
call (916) 288-6010.
www.CaliforniaPressRelease
Service.com (CAL*SCAN)

178)CLEANING SERVICES

CONVENIENT
CLEANING

3 Hr.  Min $60
Move Out  $20/hr

Call Natalie
(925) 371-6842
License #06012

180)FINANCIAL SERVICES

$$$CASH FAST $$$ Fast
Cash Advances Against Inher-
itances, Lawsuits, Structured
Settlements, Annuities, Lotter-
ies, and Military & Regular
Pensions. (No VA or WC) Call
Now 1-877-726-6639. www.1-
8 7 7 - 7 2 - M O N E Y. c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

190)SCHOOLS/INSTRUCTION

GET CRANE TRAINED! Crane/
Heavy Equipment Training.
National Certification Prep.
Placement Assistance. Finan-
cial Assistance. Northern Cali-
fornia College of Construction.
www.Heavy4.com Use Code
“NCPA1” 1-866-302-7462
(CAL*SCAN)

PLACE YOUR AD HERE
 Call Barbara  at
 925-243-8000
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Author Tom Wootton will
speak at the Livermore Library
Sun., Aug. 17 at 2 p.m.

He is the author of two books,
“The Bipolar Advantage,” and
“The Depression Advantage.”
Wootton is also one of the lead-
ing consumer advocates for the
mentally ill.

He says, “The days of think-
ing a diagnosis of bipolar disor-
der means living a diminished
life are over.”

During the talk, he will intro-
duce what is known as the ad-
vantage program, which was
conceived through collabora-
tion with Peter Forster, M.D.

The talk is free. The public is
invited to attend.

The library is located at 1188
So. Livermore Avenue.

Justin Witt, a member of
Troop 936, Livermore, was
awarded the highest rank in
scouting on May 7, 2008.  He
will receive his award at a Court
of Honor on Friday, August 15 at
7 p.m. at The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1501
Hillcrest Avenue, Livermore.

Justin led an eagle project to
paint a multicolored 18' x 36'
map of the world on the black-
top at Arroyo Seco Elementary
School in Livermore.

Justin recently graduated
from Livermore High School
where he was a 4-year varsity
letterman on the wrestling team,
and the team captain for his jun-
ior and senior years.  He was a
finalist for the Livermore-
Granada Boosters Olympian

By Ron McNicoll
When Barbara Mumper told

her daughter, Audrey, about a
press account of a fast-food fran-
chise that changed ownership,
and fired two veteran workers
with disabilities, she got a very
quick response. “ADA! ADA!,”
said Audrey, almost shouting it.

She was referring to the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, which
was passed to guarantee equal
rights to people with disabilities.

Audrey, a senior at Livermore
High School, had just returned
from a five-day conference in
Sacramento for 50 students from
around the state who have dis-
abilities. It was. sponsored by the
state employment department.
The aim of the conference was to
put teens in touch with adults
who have disabilities. They
talked about how they were able
to forge ahead and be successful.

One of the conference high-
lights was a talk on the ADA. The
speaker said that schools need to
educate all of their students
about the law’s guarantees, so
that the word will spread further
than it has, said Audrey.
It was one of many convention
experiences for Audrey, whose
teachers nominated her to attend.
The most satisfying part was

Award.
He was also a two-year var-

sity letterman on the school’s div-
ing team, a 4-time NCS Scholar
Athlete, and served in the
school’s student body leadership
all four years, as class treasurer
twice, athletic commissioner
once, and ASB treasurer his se-
nior year.  He also participated in
DECA.

In his Boy Scout troop he was
a Patrol Leader, and Senior Pa-
trol Leader.  He also served in
various leadership roles in his
church youth group.

Justin spent the Summer in
Alaska working as a commercial
fisherman, and will enter
Brigham Young University in the
Fall, with an in interest in pursu-
ing a degree in Psychology.

Court of Honor Scheduled for New Eagle Scout

Justin Witt

Disabilities Conference Had Strong
Pull For Livermore Teen

meeting other people with dis-
abilities, both adults and teens.
She made friends with some of
the teens. Her mother said that
Audrey throughout her life has
had “friends with and without
disabilities.”

Audrey has high ambitions for
herself. She loves animals, and
wants to work as a veterinarian.
She also acted in plays in el-
ementary school, and was in-
volved in the Dublin Theater
Company. Audrey thinks she
wants to study acting as well as
classes in veterinary when she
enters college. She is planning
to attend Las Positas College,
then to transfer to San Francisco
State.

Meanwhile, Audrey is staying
focused on her school work. She
has autism, which means that not
all of the information that she
hears is processed by the brain.
With the help of special classes,
she has been able to consistently
do work that shows how bright
she is, said her mother.

Audrey has kept up an inter-
est in activities outside of school.
She is a longtime member of the
Girl Scouts where she achieved a
Silver Award, the highest honor
at the Cadette level. She has
played various sports, including
soccer, basketball and softball.
She played on her elementary
school team, and in Special
Olympics, where her team won a
gold medal in basketball.

Audrey cites the memory of
her father, who died shortly be-

fore her sixth birthday, as an in-
spiration for her drive to achieve.
She told the state conference
sponsors that remembering her
father “gives me the strength to
stick with things, once I’ve com-
mitted myself to do something.”

Audrey’s father, James
Mumper, graduated from Liver-
more High School. When she
passes his class picture in the
hallway, she says feels that he is
“watching over me, and guiding
me along.”

Author Offers New
Perspective on
Bipolar Disorder
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Evening Walk
In The Cool of the Evening is the

topic of a Livermore Area Recreation
and Park District ranger staff program
on Sun., Aug. 17.

Meet Ranger Patti Cole at 7 p.m. at
Veterans Park. This program will in-
clude an easy hike of a couple of miles
looking for end-of-day activity from
the critters in the park. Bring binocu-
lars, drinking water and an adventure-
some spirit.

There is a $3 per vehicle parking
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help
support the programs. Participants may
call 925-960-2400 for more informa-
tion.

Spanish for Seniors
Seniors can get acquainted with

another culture in the new “Spanish for
Life” class being offered at the Robert
Livermore Community Center. The
Livermore Area Recreation and Park
District’s Senior Services department
partners with Las Positas College to
offer this and other Quest classes that
are specifically designed for seniors.

Students who enroll in “Spanish for
Life” will learn to develop a basic
understanding of spoken and written
Spanish with a concentration on vo-
cabulary, pronunciation and situational
grammar. “Spanish for Life” will also
provide an introduction to the every-
day life and culture of Spanish-speak-
ing people.

This course is able to accommodate
students at various levels. A text will be
provided. “Spanish for Life” will be
held from 10 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. Thurs-
days from Aug. 21 to Dec. 18. The class
includes 17 sessions for the total price
of $24.

Registration for Quest classes is
complete through Las Positas College.
The Robert Livermore Community
Center is located at 4444 East Ave.,
Livermore. For more information on
any of the Quest classes, call LARPD
Senior Services at 925-373-5760 or
Gail Ehrhorn at 925-424-1115.

San Ramon Anniversary
The City of San Ramon is celebrat-

ing  it’s 25th anniversary with a free

concert on Sunday, August 17 from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Ramona Park
located at 6330 Murdock Way, off of
Windemere Parkway in San Ramon. A
highlight of the event is live entertain-
ment by the 80’s cover band Night
Fever.

In addition, there will be free anni-
versary cake, a visit from “Sam Ra-
mon," historic tractors from Forest
Home Farms and displays about the
City’s history.  People are encouraged
to bring a picnic dinner. There will be
beer, wine and soft drinks for sale. For
more information, call (925) 973-3287.

School Supplies
For the month of August, Pleasan-

ton chiropractor David De Bonis will
sponsor Ready for School, a benefit to
raise needed school supplies for local
children.  Dr. De Bonis will donate his
services in exchange for donations of
new backpacks and school supplies for
local children in need.

Donations of school supplies —
including new backpacks, notebooks,
folders, paper, pens, pencils, erasers,

markers, crayons and glue — can be
made at Dr. De Bonis’ office located at
4625 First Street, Suite 100 through
August 20th.  In thanks for the supplies,
all new patient services will be at no
charge.  For more information or to
schedule an appointment, visit
www.drdebonis.com or call (925) 223-
7143.

 APO E Gene Diet
Pamela McDonald’s recent book

“The Apo E Gene Diet” is considered
a breakthrough in preventing heart
disease, obesity and chronic illness
with integrative medicine. Instead of
taking a one-size-fits-all approach, it
supports each individual’s unique ge-
netic recipe with the correct matching
nutrition.

Pamela McDonald, the author, will
lead a free seminar on Mon., Aug. 18
at 7 p.m. at the Pleasanton Library.

The Apo E Gene Diet can be for
everyone, but it is specifically designed
for a new generation of patients who
want to live life to the fullest instead of
waiting around for their biology to
catch up with them.
www.apoegenediet.com.

The APO E Gene Diet will be on sale
at the event.

For more info regarding the pro-
gram call Penny Johnson at 931-3405.

The program is free and open to all.
No registration required.

 
Historic Garage Open

The 1915 Duarte Garage, located
on the old “Lincoln Highway,” will be
open on  Sunday, August 17, , from 10
am – 2 pm.  The garage is located on the
corner of  Portola and L Streets in
Livermore.

The Lincoln Highway was the first
Transcontinental  Highway in the United
States. It stretches 3,389 miles from
New York to San Francisco.

The Highway was located right on
Portola Ave. Many items from the early
auto days are on display.  The garage
has a collection of old California li-
cense plates, old photos, memorabilia
from the early auto days, 1920’s office
equipment and shop area where many
old tires were repaired also, a grease pit.

 In addition, there are two restored
Livermore vintage fire trucks – Ford
Model  “T” (it just won 2nd place in the
Livermore Rodeo Parade!) and a 1944
Mack.  There is also a 1920 Seagrave
that volunteers are just starting to work
on.

The Livermore Heritage Guild op-

erates the Duarte Garage.  No charge
for admission, donations are appreci-
ated and used for various projects that
volunteers work on at the garage.  For
more information call (925) 443-9740.

Children's Fair Volunteers
Volunteers are needed for the 2008

Children’s Fair, organized by the Liv-
ermore Area Recreation and Park Dis-
trict. This year’s fair is  on Saturday,
Sept. 6 and Sunday, Sept. 7 at the
Robert Livermore Community Center,
4444 East Ave., Livermore.

The fair will include performances,
safety information, entertainment,
crafts, carnival games, food booths,
“Make It and Take It” crafts and more.
Volunteers are needed to work the
carnival games and the inflatable jump
houses.

The Children’s Fair runs from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., with volunteers needed
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Volunteers
can sign up for two-and-a-half-hour
shifts or longer. For more information
or to sign up, contact Volunteer Coor-
dinator Katrina Hole at 925-373-5748
or khole@larpd.dst.ca.us. Volunteers
are asked to sign up by Friday, Aug. 29.
For more information on the Children’s
Fair, visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us.


