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See Inside Section A
Sec t ion  A i s  f i l l ed  wi th 
information about arts, people, 
entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

PET OF THE WEEK
A patchwork riot of color, Ozzie is an energetic four-month old 
Australian Shepherd/Cattle Dog mix. Additional training will be 
the key to success with Ozzie, to help him relax on leash and 
build confidence. Ozzie has been in a home with cats. For more 
information, please visit Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada 
Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through Saturday from 10am – 4pm, 
visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Join us Saturday, 
November 19 for NBC’s Clear the Shelters adoption day with 
waived adoption fees! Photo - Valley Humane Society/ K. Lotoszynski

Photo - Doug Jorgensen 

A campfire featuring music and stories took place as part of the final Dublin family camp out this 
year. It was held at Schaefer Ranch Park. A variety of games and activities took place, including star 
gazing through a large telescope.
 

Residents joined in solidarity at Flagpole Plaza in downtown 
Livermore following the tragic events in Charlottesville. Photo - Gary 
M. Hesler

By Jeff Garberson
More than 60 years ago, after 

a series of failed experiments 
brought a young Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory (LLNL) 
to the brink of closure, a few bril-
liant physicists stepped up to create 
revolutionary new warhead designs 
that saved the laboratory, and, very 
possibly, averted a nuclear war.

Shortribs, Colitis and a .45: 

  How ‘Upstarts’ Saved a Laboratory 
  and Averted Nuclear War

The physicists’ efforts made it 
possible to build a thermonuclear 
warhead small enough and light 
enough to fit on a missile that could 
be carried on a submarine.

This gave the U.S. a virtually 
invulnerable deterrent, the Polaris 
submarine, which in the early 
1960s gave President John Ken-
nedy the “backbone” to face down 

a blustering Soviet Premier Nikita 
Khrushchev when he threatened to 
invade and take over all of Berlin .

These are among the findings of 
Tom Ramos, an LLNL physicist-
turned-historian, who has spent 
the past five years researching the 
early history of the LLNL nuclear 
weapons program.

He spoke last week to the Labo-

ratory’s Retirees Association. His 
talk followed by four years a talk 
he gave to the same group in Au-
gust 2013, not long after the start 
of his historical research project.

The revolutionary Polaris war-
head, known as the W47, was such 
a dramatic departure from previous 

(See NUCLEAR, page 2)

Livermore residents banded 
with people in cities across Ameri-
ca to mourn the tragedy in Charlot-
tesville, Va.

With a half-day’s notice, more 
than 100 people assembled Aug. 
13 in an evening vigil at the Liver-
more  Flagpole to sing folk songs 
of hope and solidarity, hear prayer 
and remarks from clergy, and listen 
to brief speeches from concerned 
citizens.

Livermore resident Patricia 
Munro coordinated the ceremony, 
and spoke about why she was 
present.

Munro said that she lived near 
Skokie, Ill., in the late 1970s 
when a relative handful of Nazis 
marched there. Skokie had a rela-
tively high Jewish population,  the 
reason the Nazis chose Skokie for 
their March.

Forty years later, in Charlot-
tesville, there is a “proud hatred 
and bigotry as white supremacist 
groups have joined forces. Like 

A development is being pro-
posed for approximately 76-gross 
acres of land along the east side 
of Tassajara Road in Dublin be-
tween Interstate 580 and Gleason 
Drive. The plan includes a movie 
theater, hotel, plaza shopping area, 
restaurants, a village green, and 
up to 700 residential units, split 
between apartments and single-
family homes.

The name given to the proposal 
is “At Dublin.” The land area of 
76 acres was owned for more 
than 30 years by John Di Manto, 
who died in September 2016. He 
was founder and CEO of San Jose 
Construction Co.

Di Manto’s widow, Jean, sold 
the land to a longtime family 
friend, Steve Schott, owner of Ci-
tation Homes, and a former co-
owner of the Oakland Athletics. 
Shea Properties will lead the 
entitlement process and manage 
its building. 

The centerpiece of the project 
will be a planned entertainment re-
tail center with a town square and 
walkable pedestrian greenways 

Livermore Joined the 
Nation in Recognition of 
Charlottesville Tragedy 

all of us, I am stunned by photos 
and videos of young white men 
looking and acting like the pictures 
from Nazi Germany. These young 
men—here and now--are my chil-
dren's ages. How have we gone 
so terribly wrong? I knew it could 
happen here; I did not believe it 
would.”

It did happen, in Virginia, a 
battleground in the Civil War, be-
tween “a group of people labeled 
white, owning another group of 
people, labeled black,” and the 
battle still goes on,” said Munro.

“So, we are here to mourn for 
the violence and death in Charlot-
tesville and for the violence to our 
cherished beliefs.  I hope we are 
here to take comfort from each 
other, and build strength to do what 
is needed to fight these white su-
premacists, and bring our country 
closer to its cherished ideals.”

In a prayer closing the event, 

(See TRAGEDY, page 2)

The Dublin Unified School 
District initiated the formation of 
a Community Review Committee 
to assess, analyze and explore op-
tions related to the plan for a future 
high school in the District. 

The decision took place at 

During the August 7 Livermore 
City Council meeting Council-
member Bob Woerner mentioned 
what he called, '"A completely 
unexpected and incredible op-
portunity." 

He referred to a potential deal 
involving the City and the Liver-
more Stockmen's Rodeo Associa-
tion that would simultaneously en-

By Ron McNicoll
The Pleasanton Unified School 

District Trustees approved sale of 
$72 million in bonds  out of the 
$270 million Measure I1 total 
approved by voters in November 
2016.

The unanimous vote at the 
board’s Aug. 8 meeting sets in 

able building an affordable housing 
project of 50 to 70 units on 2.5 
acres of city owned vacant land 
on Pacific Avenue; offset a sig-
nificant portion of the $14 million 
obligation on the core downtown 
property; assure that the downtown 
plan will include ample green 
space; recognize the significant 
contributions of the Livermore 

Stockmen's Rodeo Association to 
the community; celebrate the area's 
rich Western heritage; and honor 
veterans.

The history of the 2.5 acres 
starts with the sale of 33 acres to 
the City of Livermore by the Liver-
more Stockmen’s Rodeo Associa-
tion in 1962. The land needed to be 

Movie Theater, Hotel, 700 
Homes Proposed for Dublin

that connect housing. 
Representatives of the develop-

ers were due to present an over-
view of their plans to the Dublin 
City Council Aug. 15, after The 
Independent’s deadline.

Several weeks after the coun-
cil meeting, dialogue with the 
community will occur. Later, the 
developers will present final plans 
to the city. If the council proceeds 
with an application process, the 
hope from developers is to break 
ground in 2019, and open by 2020, 
according to a spokesperson for 
Shea Properties.

The commercial development 
envisions consumers having expe-
riential shopping, said Brad Deck 
senior vice president for commer-
cial projects with Shea Properties. 
Big Box stores are vulnerable to 
on-line competition. The com-
mercial area of At Dublin will offer 
more variety of experiences, he 
said. “This will have more of an ur-
ban feel than you typically can see 
in a suburban area,” added Deck.

The site is big enough for up to 
900,000 square feet of commercial 
development. 

Pleasanton Schools Approve 
$72 Million Bond Sale

motion the financing that will 
launch the planning and eventual 
construction of a list of projects 
that trustees approved at their June 
13 meeting.

The money will pay for rebuild-
ing and modernization of Lydiksen 
School, buying electronic devices 
for teachers and students, paying 

off a district loan, modernizing 
buildings that qualify for state 
funding, and safety and security 
upgrades.

The board held thorough dis-
cussions previously concerning the 
priority list and the bond issuance 
process, and spent little time on 

(See PLEASANTON, page 12)

By Jeff Garberson
Livermore ’s Sunrise Mountain 

Sports, which has guided and sup-
plied Tri-Valley outdoor sports 
enthusiasts for more than four 
decades, will close its doors later 
this year.

Kim Grandfield, the store’s 

Community Review Committee to Study 
Plans for New Dublin High School

the August 8 Board of Trustees 
meeting. 

The Community Review Com-
mittee (CRC) will be comprised 
of 18 members representing stake-
holders from across the district, 
chosen largely by fellow commu-

nity members. The CRC will work 
under the direction of the Future 
High School Project Manager, a 
qualified professional from outside 
the District who will serve as a liai-
son between the committee and the 

(See DUBLIN HIGH, page 7)

Sunrise Mountain Sports To Close
founder and co-owner, said that he 
regrets closing, but the store is no 
longer profitable and its continued 
operation cannot be justified.

The store will sell remaining 
inventory in the coming months, 
he said. Customers who have ac-
cumulated credits towards future 

purchases should use them soon, 
since they will have no value after 
the store closes.

“I’m very, very conflicted, but 
it’s time to go,” he said. “I’m 68, 
and I have some traveling to do. It 
will be nice to have the freedom 

(See SUNRISE, page 3)

(See STOCKMEN, page 7)

Completely Unexpected Opportunity 
Could Impact Downtown Development
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288 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA  |  (925) 846-2520
Patio Dining • Hours: Sun-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

gayninetiespizza.com

By: Venna Garcia
Walnut Grove Elementary

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor
925.980.3561

linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605

1396 Springdale Court

4 BD/3 BA almost 3000 Sq Ft.
More upgrades than others and

impeccably maintained!  
Better than new!  $698,888

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00PM

NEW ON THE MARKET
IN BRENTWOOD

thermonuclear designs that 
when it was successfully 
tested in 1955, it rendered 
all previous versions “obso-
lete,” Ramos said.

Until then, the future of 
the Livermore “Rad Lab” 
was highly precarious. It 
was the second of two U.S. 
nuclear weapons laboratory, 
established in September 
1952, nearly a decade after 
the first was created in secret 
at Los Alamos in northern 
New Mexico .

In a story that only be-
came public after the end of 
World War II, Los Alamos 
had succeeded brilliantly 
in creating the world’s first 
atomic bombs, which would 
help bring the conflict with 
Japan to a sudden end.

A decade later, tests of 
new Los Alamos designs 
were similarly successful, 
while early LLNL nuclear 
tests were basically failures. 

Ramos believes this was 
at least partly because of the 
stubborn refusal of famed 
physicist Edward Teller, 
who had moved to Liver-
more, to abandon weapons 
designs that others saw as 
ineffective.

Although Herb York was 
the new laboratory’s direc-
tor, reporting to founder 
Ernest Lawrence in Berke-
ley, Teller had more or less 
complete control over Liver-
more’s weapons program, 
according to Ramos. 

The creation of the labo-
ratory was already highly 
controversial, opposed by 
many in Washington, D.C. 
The opposition only became 
stronger after the labora-
tory’s early test failures con-
trasted with Los Alamos’s 
successes.

“Everyone was clam-
oring for the Livermore 
laboratory to close down,” 
Ramos said. 

 
HOSPITALIzED

In an added blow to the 
young laboratory, both Law-
rence and Teller then fell 
ill with colitis and had to 
be hospitalized, perhaps in 
response to the extreme po-
litical and personal pressures 
they were under.

Their misfortune turned 

out to be a blessing in dis-
guise.

“The entire weapons pro-
gram now passed over to 
28-year-old Harold Brown 
and 32-year-old Johnny Fos-
ter,” Ramos said. He called 
them “upstarts” because 
they stepped in where more 
senior leaders had failed.

Brown and Foster were 
both destined to become 
Laboratory directors, but for 
now they were simply bril-
liant young physicists thrust 
suddenly into positions of 
enormous responsibility.

“The stakes were huge. 
If they failed in the next 
series of tests, the laboratory 
would shut down. There was 
no room for failure,” Ramos 
said.

Foster designed a revo-
lutionary, plutonium-based 
“primary” -- the fission part 
of a thermonuclear explo-
sive that sets off the fusion 
component, or “secondary.” 

The plutonium in Fos-
ter’s design, called Cleo, 
was very close to criticality, 
a condition in which a few 
stray neutrons can trigger a 
chain reaction with a burst of 
energy far less powerful than 
that of a nuclear explosion 
but more than enough for 
meltdown.

 
SHORT RIBS

In fact, so nearly critical 
was Cleo that engineer My-
ron Knapp feared that when 
the assembled device was 
being placed on a tower at 
the Nevada test site, a tech-
nician’s hands might trigger 
the destructive reaction by 
reflecting neutrons back into 
it, Ramos said.

To test his concern, 
Knapp ran an experiment 
using 10 pounds of short 
ribs purchased “from the 
butcher’s shop across from 
the Donut Wheel” in down-
town Livermore.

In a safe, reinforced 
facility at the laboratory, 
he wrapped the short ribs 
around a plutonium assem-
bly and demonstrated that 
criticality would not occur.

“Myron then took the ribs 
home to his dog,” Ramos 
said.

Having shown that Cleo 
was safe to handle, they 
separated the design into 
two parts, placed each inside 

a “reinforced Samsonite 
suitcase,” and drove it in a 
station wagon to the Nevada 
Test Site for a full nuclear 
test.

 
‘YOU’RE THE GUARD’

A recently hired graduate 
of San Jose State was given 
a .45-caliber Army pistol 
and told, “Here, you’re the 
guard. Don’t let anyone 
near the suitcases. That was 
security,” Ramos said.

Time magazine somehow 
obtained an incomplete ver-
sion of the story and in its 
next issue reported that “The 
U.S. now has a bomb that 
will fit inside a suitcase,” 
Ramos said to the audience’s 
laughter.

The full scale explosive 
test of Foster’s Cleo design 
“worked like a charm,” Ra-
mos said. “It was our first 
success.”

Two weeks later, Har-
old Brown’s thermonuclear 
design, called Linda, was 
detonated at the Nevada 
Test Site and also worked as 
predicted.

Linda was based on a 
design idea of Herb York, 
who sought a way to elimi-
nate the extremely heavy, 
bulky, six-inch shell of lead 
surrounding earlier designs.

Ramos attributed the 
success to “really clever 
physics” and an increasing 
reliance on computers that 
could perform far greater 
numbers of calculations than 
were possible by hand.

Because the designs 
proved out, “every thermo-
nuclear weapon in the world 
now became obsolete,” Ra-
mos said. “It was that radi-
cal, that revolutionary.”

The work by Foster, 
Brown and York led to fur-
ther successes, added to by 
design improvements by 
Michael May, another future 
director.

Ramos labeled Foster, 
Brown, York and May the 
principal “upstarts” -- young 
physicists in their 20s and 
30s who created relatively 
compact, lightweight war-
heads that could be carried 
on Polaris submarines. 

The first of which went 
to sea in 1960, allowing 
President Kennedy to stand 
up to Nikita Krushchev the 
following year, when the 

Russian premier threatened 
to invade Berlin, Ramos 
said. 

The Russians had 97 divi-
sions in Germany, he said, 
to the U.S.’s four divisions. 

Nevertheless, the presi-
dent refused to back down, 
knowing he had a nuclear re-
sponse capability that could 
not be located or destroyed.

A year later, Brown was 
working in the Pentagon as 
head of defense research 
and engineering. Kennedy 
asked him to lead a visit 
to Livermore to “thank the 
scientists of the Laboratory 
for the warheads that averted 
a nuclear war,” Ramos said.

As it turned out, the 
President did not make it 

to Livermore and conveyed 
his gratitude instead while 
in Berkeley.

Sadly, Ramos said, Er-
nest Lawrence, the creator 

of the laboratories that bore 
his name in Berkeley and 
Livermore, was no longer 
alive and could not witness 
the event.

 

NUCLEAR
(continued from page one)

Pastor Dick Ernst of Asbury 
United Methodist Church, 
said, "On  this day, our 
hearts are broken with the 
painful awareness that once 
again, we as a nation, con-
tinue to choose ways of 
division over harmony, 
violence over peace, and 
hatred over love. Our hearts 
weep for those who lost 
their lives.”

A Virginia legal  assis-
tant, Heather Heyer,  and 
Virginia state police officers 
Jay Cullen and Berke Bates, 
died in the Charlottesville 
violence.

Heyer was struck down 

by a car; 12 others were 
injured,  allegedly when a 
driver deliberately drove 
intro a crowd of counter-
demonstrators. A suspect is  
in custody. The two officers 
were patrolling the demon-
stration in a police helicopter 
when it crashed.

Livermore resident Evan 
Banning told the group that 
he was glad to see so many 
people there. He said that as 
a white male, he does not 
experience what the com-
munity of color experiences 
when it comes to intolerance 
and fear. He said that no one 
is free, until everyone is free.

 

TRAGEDY
(continued from page one)

The Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District 
board voted last week to 
change what candidates 
are charged. The vote was 
unanimous.

The issue arose during 
the last election when can-
didates were told the cost 
would be as high as $2000. 
Board Chairman Beth Wil-
son said she had paid $1800. 
The cost includes a $500 
deposit and charges for a 
candidate's statement and 
printing.

In the future, candidates 
will pay the $500 deposit; 
the district will pick up the 
remaining costs of the elec-
tion, including candidates' 
statements.

Board member Mary-
alice Faltings commented 
that the cost to run should 
not be prohibitive. Only 
people who are well off 
could run if the current rules 
were maintained.

Philip Pierpont, who was 
appointed to the board after 
Bob Coomber was elected 
to the city council, said, "It 
is important to me that the 
public have as much infor-
mation about candidates as 
possible." He wanted to en-

courage candidates to make 
statements.

Jan Palajac, who was 
elected in November, said 
she was told her cost would 
be up to $2000. "I decided 
not to put in a statement due 
to the cost."

In other action, the board 
approved the final 2017-
2018 Operating and Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP) 
budgets.

District revenues are 
budgeted at $530,044, or 
2.6 percent, above prelimi-
nary 2016-2017 results. 
An increase in property tax 
revenue and earned income 
allows LARPD to extend 
a 3 percent cost-of-living 
adjustment and a market 
improvement of 1 percent to 
all employee classification 
ranges, effective July 2.

The total CIP Budget 
for the three-year planning 
horizon through fiscal year 
2019-2020 is $18,351,191. 
The Capital Improvement 
Budget  for  2017-2018 
amounts to $10,100,191. 
Capital improvement proj-
ects are categorized based 
on whether they have au-
thorized funding sources and 
how much staff time will be 

dedicated each year to a par-
ticular project. Projects with 
authorized funding sources 
include playground renova-
tions for May Nissen Park, 
Big Trees Park, Pleasure Is-
land Park and Jane Addams 
Preschool; trail renovations 
in Sycamore Grove Park; 
and critical asset renova-
tion and replacement plans 
identified in the Asset Man-
agement Plan study. Plans 
for 2018-2019 include the 
Robert Livermore Aquatics 
Center pool deck repair and 
the new Sunset Park play-
ground.

LARPD Revises Election Policy
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(925) 245-0588
120 S. L St, Livermore

Family Beauty Salon

Eliambrose’s Cuts !

$2 Off
HAIRCUTS

Reg $13 - $20

$10 Off
COLOR OR 

HIGHLIGHTS
Reg $50 - $90

$8.99 MILITARY CUTS

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

LIVERMORE $1,290,000
481 Alden Lane  Saturday/Sunday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
AMAZING OPPORTUNITY TO OWN ME!
4 BR 4 BA Entertainers Delight! Large Living Areas, Master Suite on the 1st 
Flr w/Priv Patio & More! 
Lori Kriens, CalBRE #01899795 925.998.3077

LIVERMORE $1,225,000
359 Alden Lane   
FABULOUS FORMER MODEL IN THE OAKS!
4 BR 3 BA NEW PRICE! 2800 sq.ft. Large private lot! Highly upgraded 
formal model home in The Oaks! 
Kathleen Waelde, CalBRE #00885285 925.321.3169

LIVERMORE CALL FOR PRICING
2089 Staghorn Way   Saturday/Sunday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
FORMER MODEL HOME IN LINDENWOOD!
6 BR 4 BA 3500+ approx sq ft w/9600 approx sq ft lot, Pool, tons of 
builder upgrades! 
Romar De Claro & Matt Toffey, CalBRE #01341138 / 01955909 925.784.3068/408.482.6089

LIVERMORE CALL FOR PRICING
2057 Lawson Circle   Saturday/Sunday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
NEW LISTING TO THE LIVERMORE MARKET
4 BR 3 BA Backs to vineyards w/2.5 Car detached garage. Available for 
viewing Thursday, August 10th. 
Romar De Claro & Matt Toffey, CalBRE #01341138 / 01955909 925.784.3068 / 408.482.6089

LIVERMORE $750,000
3368 Gardella Plaza   Saturday/Sunday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
~BIG LOT ~ SFH ~ LIVERMORE!
3 BR 2 BA NEW PRICE! Biggest Lot under $750 in Livermore & is approved 
to be subdivided by the city. 
Sean Leggat, CalBRE #01280186 925.847.2216

LIVERMORE $695,000
5810 Idlewild Ave   
REMODELED & READY FOR MOVE-IN!
3 BR 2 BA Granite & SS Kitchen to die for! 1508 SF, New crpt, priv yrd, 
recessed lighting & more! 
Larry Waelde, CalBRE #00473306 925.216.5869

LIVERMORE $639,000
3491 Madeira Way   
CHARMING LIVERMORE HOME ~A MUST SEE
3 BR 1 BA Updated Kit/BA, Grnit cntrs, 2 Car Grg, Great side yrd & Close 
to downtown & Schools. 
Barbara Clemons, CalBRE #01794889 408.933.8180

OAKLEY $629,800
6010 Everlasting Way   Sunday 1:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
PULTE HOME WITH MOUNT DIABLO VIEW!
4 BR 3 BA Spacious BD’s + Ofc w/ BD/BA dwnstrs, Elegant strcase, 3 Car 
Grg, Crnr lot across frm Park 
Kay Stromgren, CalBRE #00890095 925.580.9050

TRACY $449,000
2201 Bridle Creek Circle   Sunday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
LOVELY TRACY HOME!!
4 BR 3 BA Features BD & Full BA downstairs, Centrally Located for easy 
commute. Great curb appeal! 
Judy Holthe & Kay Stromgren, CalBRE #01402178 / 00890095 510.599.2024/925.580.9050

©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary 
of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 
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Seller and/or other sources. Broker has not and will not verify this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not 
employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. CalBRE License #01908304.
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LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE™

5980 Stoneridge Drive Suite 122, Pleasanton | 925.847.2200

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456
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AGENT OF THE WEEK

Carolyn Banker
REALTOR®

925.123.4567
CalBRE #12345767

As ac rebatus con diemus pubis.
Huceruntemum in Itam die forte 

publissum horio, nequite, similiconiu 
manum mandam nocutuus senatimis 

husces An tem sil hocut potius sena, fui 
ponclum tam pervis egiliam ret consupi 

orurem dis, que mum.

Coldwell Banker is proud to have represented the 
Livermore community for more than X years.

Coldwell Banker is proud to have represented the 
Livermore Community for years.

PRICE REDUCED

PMS280PMS299 PMS278

Where Employees & Residents Thrive!

stoneridgecreek.com   |   visitcreekview.com

Career Fair
Stoneridge Creek & CreekView are Hiring!

3:30pm – 7:30pm 
Wednesday, August 23 & Thursday, August 24

3300 Stoneridge Creek Way, Pleasanton
Hiring in all departments • Same day on-site interviews

$2.00 Differential for NOC Shifts

Ivy 
CalBRE # 01267853 

LoGerfo 

Open Thurs., 8/17, 10-1:30 & 5-7 PM 
Sat/Sun, 8/19 & 20, 1-4:30 PM  

925 998-5312 

5 bdrms/3 baths, 2,343 sqft, 2 car garage, built in 
2005, private yard!  1st flr. bed/bath, hardwood flrs, 
cherry cabs, granite, ss, solar, ck.web page for info. 

Stunning Villa in Livermore 
1174 Winged Foot Court 

$840,000 

Prestige 
The Place for  

“Livermore Real 
Estate!” 

Locally owned  
           & operated 

Serving  
Livermore 
Since 1999 

Real Estate Service 
 

Assault Reported
The Pleasanton Police Department received a report Aug. 

11 about 11:21 p.m. of an injured man asking for help near 
the entrance of the Springhouse Apartments, located at 5505 
Springhouse Dr. The 51 year old male was suffering from 
injuries consistent with being involved in a fight and shot 
multiple times with a BB gun. 

The preliminary investigation revealed that three males 
had allegedly attacked the victim while he was sleeping 
under the Stoneridge Drive/Arroyo Mocho overpass. They 
shot the victim in the back and arm several times and struck 
him with a hockey stick. The victim managed to escape to 
Stoneridge Drive where he flagged down passersby who 
called 911. Pleasanton PD conducted an extensive area 
check, but were ultimately unsuccessful in locating any 
suspects. The victim was transported to Stanford Valley-
Care Medical Center, where he was treated for his non-life 
threatening injuries and released.

The primary aggressor was described as a white male, 
approximately 18-25 years old, between 5’7” and 5’8” tall, 
and weighing about 200 pounds. He had brown hair, brown 
eyes, and about 3-4 days’ worth of stubble growth on his 
face. The other two suspects were described as males of 
unknown race, about 18-25 years old; one was wearing a 
black, white, and gold hockey jersey.

Anyone with information about this crime is asked to 
call the Pleasanton Police Department at (925) 931-5100.

ROUIndUP

not to have to focus on the 
store every day.”

He will hardly be idle 
once the store is gone. 
A mountaineer who has 
climbed all over the world, 
he will go on outdoor ex-
peditions that interest him 
and will continue to teach 
wilderness skills.

He taught igloo building 
as a means of snow country 
survival for 33 years. He 
taught mountain crevasse 
rescue techniques for 23 
years. Much of these efforts 
were through the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park 
District.

He no longer teaches 
crevasse rescue classes, but 
he says he will consider 
teaching his igloo class for 
interested groups.

He has a national reputa-
tion in kayaking, and his 
instructional services are in 
demand at West Coast kayak 

symposia from Oregon to 
Baja.

He is also a professional-
level outdoor photographer. 
At the time this article went 
to press, he was getting 
ready for a trip to Oregon 
to enjoy and photograph the 
solar eclipse after taking 
a series of classes in San 
Francisco.

 ‘HAvE SOME fUN’
Grandfield was working 

at General Electric in San 
Jose when he and a partner, 
fellow engineer and out-
doorsman Marcus Libkind, 
opened their first Livermore 
store in October 1975. 

At first, Grandfield kept 
his GE job and assumed he 
would return to it. “I just 
thought I would have some 
fun for a while,” he recalled 
at the time of the store’s 40th 
anniversary celebration two 
years ago. 

The store prospered, 

however. In 1978 it was 
Libkind who returned to 
engineering. Grandfield’s 
brother Rob moved from 
Wyoming to start a second 
store in Fremont three years 
later. 

The Sunrise operation 
has been in the Grandfield 
family ever since. In 1997, 
the brothers moved into 
their own building at a new 
location, complete with a 
custom designed indoor rock 
climbing gym. 

 “A whole generation 
of rock climbers from the 
area…got their start at Sun-
rise Rock Gym. Some of the 
young climbers went on to 
compete at a national level,” 
according to the store’s writ-
ten history.

Despite its sporting suc-
cess, the rock gym did not 
prosper economically. It 
closed in 2013.

Over the years, the broth-
ers also ran stores in Walnut 
Creek and Pleasant Hill. 
Contra Costa County op-
erations ended in 2005 after 
more than 23 years.

Sunrise in Livermore still 
had plenty of life left, how-
ever. The following year, the 
2006 opening of the Sports 
Kayak Center at Lake Del 
Valle Regional Park brought 
both sporting and economic 

success. 
Sunrise operated the 

center for nearly a decade, 
increasing clientele and the 
regional popularity of the 
sport steadily, year after 
year.
GO-TO DESTINATION

What was good for kaya-
king was good for business 
and vice versa. Through the 
Grandfields’ efforts, Del 
Valle became a go-to des-
tination for beginning and 
intermediate kayakers from 
around the Bay Area. 

Once a week, on Wednes-
day evenings, a truck from 
the store pulled a large trailer 
stacked with kayaks up the 
long hill to give kayakers 
from around the Bay Area 
a low-cost opportunity to 
try out different boat sizes 
and designs as they paddled 
around the lake.

The operation brought 
welcome revenue to the 
store through both classes 
and boat sales. That turned 
around after 2014, however, 
when Sunrise lost the Del 
Valle concession to a Fre-
mont competitor.

The exact date of closure 
isn’t yet clear. The Grand-
fields own their building 
and expect to rent it out after 
Sunrise Mountain Sports 
closes its door later this year.

SUNRISE
(continued from page one)

Pleasanton Enrollment 
Close to Last Year’s

Pleasanton schools opened  with a total enrollment of 
14,876 on the first day, Aug. 15.

The first two weeks  usually have fluctuating enrollment, 
so there will likely be changes to the figure, said district 
spokesperson Patrick Gannon.

Last year on the same date, overall district enrollment 
was 14,882, only six students more than this year.

At the elementary level, there were 6134 students, com-
pared to 6156 last year; 3696 in middle schools, compared to 
3738 last year, and 5046 in high schools this year compared 
to 4988 last year.

DUBLIN SCHOOLS
In the Dublin Unified School District, the total enrollment 

on Aug. 14 was 11,158, a rise of 769 from the 10,389 who 
were present  at the start of school last year. The breakdown 
included 5835 at elementary schools this year, compared 
to 5576 last year. At the middle school level, the first day 
this year showed an enrollment of 2559, compared to 2309 
last year.  In high school, there were 2764 students, up from 
2386 last year.

District spokesperson Michelle McDonald said that 
students at the elementary and middle schools are being 
diverted. Fallon Middle School is closed to new enrollment. 
Other sites have specific grade levels that are full.
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MAILBOX

Fees to Run for Office
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District Board voted to revise its policy re-
garding the cost to run for office. In the last 
election, fees quoted to candidates ran as high 
as $2000.

The board's decision will limit the cost to 
a potential candidate to a $500 deposit. The 
district will pick up any additional costs, 
which include printing ballots and candidates' 
statements.

The previous amount was seen as a barrier 
both to running for office and paying for a 
candidate's statement to be included on the 
ballot. 

The statements are important, as they pro-
vide information about a candidate and his or 
her views to voters.

There is no profit involved. The fees pay 
the actual costs of an election.

We congratulate the park district on its de-
cision. Making it less costly to run for office 
represents a good investment in democracy.

A report prepared for 
Visit Tri-Valley on the travel 
impacts to the Tri-Valley Re-
gion of Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties economy 
found that travel spending 
has increased steadily since 
2012, rising from $557 
million to $646 million in 
2016, an annual average 
increase of approximately 
3.8%. Most of the growth is 
attributable to visitors stay-
ing in commercial lodging.

The report was written 
by Dean Runyan Associ-
ates.

Travel and tourism are 
described as an important 
component of the economy 
in the Tri-Valley Region of 
Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties. This region is 
defined as the communi-
ties of Dublin, Livermore 
and Pleasanton in Alam-
eda County and Danville in 
Contra Costa County. 

The report notes that at-
tractive landscape, pleasant 
weather, established visi-
tor services and attractive 
features, such as gourmet 

wine and food, bring both 
overnight and day visitors 
to the area. 

Findings include travel-
generated sales, employ-
ment and payroll that these 
sales support, and the as-
sociated state and local tax 
receipts. In addition there 
are estimates of overnight 
visitor volume and the as-
sociated average spending.

Travelers to the Tri-Val-
ley Region spent the most 
on food service and accom-
modations, with substantial 
spending on retail as well. 

 Visitor volume for the 
Tri-Valley Region rose from 
1.55 million visitors (person 
trips) in 2014 to 1.6 million 
in 2016. A substantial por-
tion of visitors stayed with 
friends or relatives.

Overall expenditures for 
overnight visitors averaged 
$95 per person per day, 
and $198 per party per day. 
Those staying in commercial 
lodging spent substantially 
more, $238 per person per 
day and $498 per party per 
day.

Total 2016 earnings in 
the Tri -Valley Region that 
are attributable to visitor 
spending totaled $281 mil-
lion, with the largest portion 
($132 million) in accom-
modations and food ser-
vice businesses. The “Other 
Travel’ category includes 
earnings for such things as 
air transportation, travel 
arrangement and visitor in-
dustry services for meetings 
and visitor bureaus.

Visitor spending supports 
a total of 5,900 jobs in the 
travel industry and related 
businesses.

The report noted the fol-
lowing: 

• Commercial lodging is 
somewhat more concentrat-
ed in the Tri-Valley area than 
is population. About 16% of 
commercial lodging units of 
the two counties are located 
in the Tri-Valley Region. 

• Lodging sales in the 
Region have grown sub-
stantially since 2012. They 
are concentrated in the Tri-
Valley Region.

• Campground capacity 
in Alameda County is con-
centrated in the Tri-Valley 
Region, while most Contra 
Costa County camping is 
outside the area.

• Local 2016 tax receipts, 
consisting of lodging tax, 
plus sales, Tourism Im-
provement District, and 
property taxes, amounted 
to $32.8 million. State taxes 
were $34.2 million, totaling 
$67 million.

The economic impact 
measurements represent 
only direct economic im-
pacts. Direct economic 
impacts include only the 
spending by travelers and 
the employment generated 
by that spending. Second-
ary effects related to the 
additional spending of busi-
nesses and employees were 
not included in the report.

Employment estimates 
are based on the total num-
ber of full and part-time 
jobs directly generated by 
travel spending, rather than 
the number of individuals 
employed. 

Travel Spending Shows Steady Increase

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ion of The Independent. The 
Independent will not pub-
lish anonymous letters. All 
letters are required to have 
the names of the persons 
submitting them. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Frequent letter writ-
ers may have publication of 
their letters delayed. Letters 
should be sent by email to 
editmail@compuserve.com)

Agricultural Use 
Randall frost, Ph.D.
Pleasanton

Much has appeared in 
the media recently about the 
plight of Nelly Ramirez who 
owns a taco truck that has 
been in business for the past 
18 years near the intersection 
of Isabel and Vineyard Aves 
in Pleasanton and who is now 
being forced out of business 
by a local winery and event 
center and by the city of 
Pleasanton.

Some background seems 
to be in order here. The South 
Livermore Valley Area Plan, 
which was adopted by the 
Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors on February 
23, 1993 (after five years of 
study), provided a frame-
work for the county to work 
with local cities, landowners, 
citizen groups, developers, 
and viticulturalists to reju-
venate the South Livermore 
Valley as a premium wine 
producing region. This Plan 
paved the way for the resto-
ration and re-establishment 
of Ruby Hill Winery with 
the whole hearted encourage-
ment of the Pleasanton City 
Council in 2006.

One of the goals spe-
cifically identified in the 
Plan was to “maintain and 
enhance of the visual quality 
of the Plan area by limiting 
inappropriate uses in viti-
cultural areas and encour-
aging good design through 
establishment of appropriate 
design guidelines.”

So is serving meals to 
agricultural workers an inap-
propriate use of viticultural 
space? Most certainly not.  
In fact, the Plan goes on to 
identify a need for housing 
agricultural workers on par-
cels of protected space larger 
than 100 acres in the South 
Livermore Valley.

In a public relations ploy 
recently, the owners of the 
Ruby Hill Winery and the 
Casa Real event center 

offered to accommodate 
Ms. Ramirez’s truck on 
their property except when 
they were hosting an event 
there. The space offered 
Ms. Ramirez was in fact 
far too small to safely ac-
commodate Ms. Ramirez’s 
truck and her customers’ 
vehicles. Meanwhile, the 
city of Pleasanton, which 
has been working with Casa 
Real at Ruby Hill Winery 
in their attempt to oust Ms. 
Ramirez, has now posted 
No Parking signs where she 
used to park, even though 
the winery and event center 
pose a greater traffic hazard 
than Ms. Ramirez’s truck (in 
18 years there have been no 
reported accidents as a result 
of and no complaints until 
those recently filed by Casa 
Real about Ms. Ramirez’s 
truck being parked in front 
of the winery).

That the owners of Ruby 
Hill Winery and Casa Real, 
and, by extension, the city 
of Pleasanton should claim 
that the presence of a lunch 
truck patronized by agricul-
tural workers at the winery is 
inconsistent with the winery 
and event center’s image 
(brand), as stated in a letter 
received by Ms. Ramirez 
from Casa Real that ordered 
her to move her truck, shows 
just how distant the thinking 
at Casa Real and Ruby Hill 
Winery is from the reality 
of operating a real world 
winery. The owner of Ruby 
Hill has a background in real 
estate development, and the 
owner of Casa Real comes 
from the catering industry. 
They are not vintners. The 
city of Pleasanton, for its 
part, is severely lacing in 
the experience needed to 
oversee agricultural policy. 
And it is these folks who 
have been working together 
to force Ms. Ramirez out of 
business.

Oddly enough, both Casa 
Real and Ruby Hill Winey 
are active supporters (and 
beneficiaries) of the Tri-
Valley Conservancy land 
trust, which was spawned by 
the South Livermore Valley 
Area Plan. This land trust 
currently works to preserve 
land in the South Livermore 
Valley by, among other strat-
egies, acquiring conserva-
tion easements, which are 
essential for passing land 
on to the next generation. 
By removing the land’s 
development potential, the 
easement lowers its market 
value, which in turn lowers 

estate tax. This can make 
a critical difference in the 
heirs’ ability to keep the 
land intact.

But then, really, does 
the South Livermore Valley 
really stand to gain much 
from a second generation of 
folks with the same narrow, 
unenlightened self-interest 
that the owners of Casa 
Real and Ruby Hill Winery 
have shown to date in the 
handling of the taco truck 
dispute? Probably not.
As for current members of 
the Pleasanton City Council, 
whose predecessors played a 
key role in the establishment 
of Casa Real and Ruby Hill 
Winery in 2006, and which 
is ultimately responsible for 
the decisions that have been 
made by the city with regard 
to the taco truck dispute, 
one can only hope for more 
enlightened successors. 

Downtown 
Development
David Rounds
Livermore

The  August 7th Liver-
more City Council meeting 
was a joint meeting with the 
Downtown Steering Com-
mittee.  The purpose was 
to present to the council the 
findings and recommenda-
tions for outreach from the 
Steering Committee and 
get final approval to start 
the very important step of 
outreach to the community.  

A lot of work went into 
the Downtown Steering 
Committee’s recommenda-
tions and with some minor 
revisions the Council ap-
proved the outreach plan.  
This should have been a time 
of celebrating a difficult task 
successfully completed and 
anticipation of moving to the 
next phase.  Instead, much 
of the meeting consisted of 
finger pointing and divisive-
ness toward several mem-
bers on the Steering Com-
mittee.  Several business 
interests led these attacks 
on the committee including 
Rachael Snedecor of  Liver-
more Downtown  Inc. They 
received the full throated 
endorsement of councilman 
Bob Woerner.  Specifically 
committee members, Jean 
King,  Jeff Kaskey and Joan 
Seppala were personally at-
tacked for no other reason 
than they introduced, with 
some creativity, thought 
and planning,  ideas from 
the Community Group for 
the downtown development 
that were contrary to the 
wishes of the business rep-
resentatives on the Steering 
Committee.  

These development ideas 
from the Community Group 
are very interesting and defi-
nitely worth putting in front 
of the public for review and 
input.  Instead of criticizing 
the plan, Woerner and his 
supporters from the business 
community have chosen to 
use personal attacks aimed 
at members of the Steering 

Committee and went so 
far as to suggest that these 
people should not exercise 
their 1st amendment rights 
of expression as the com-
munity outreach starts.  This 
tells me that these ideas from 
the Community Group are 
probably good ideas and 
ideas that the public might 
like too.  This is supposed to 
be an open inclusive process 
to get to the best ideas for 
this downtown develop-
ment.  Why are Woerner 
and the business interests so 
afraid of these ideas?

Granada Native Garden
Jim Adams 
(garden volunteer)

The staff of the Granada 
Native Garden, often re-
ferred to as “Livermore’s 
best kept secret," invites 
Livermore residents to visit 
the Garden. Due to medical 
issues, regular spring main-
tenance of the Garden had to 
be deferred, and the Garden 
quickly became overrun 
with weeds. But thanks to 
the efforts of the volunteer 
staff, most of the weeds have 
been evicted and the Garden 
is again a local attraction.

The Granada Native Gar-
den features exclusively 
plants that were the domi-
nant vegetation in California 
before they were crowded 
out by weeds and imports 
from Europe and Asia over 
the past few centuries. The 
Native Americans who lived 
here for centuries depended 
on them for their food, medi-
cine, shelter, tools and reli-
gious and recreational pur-
poses. Native plants require 
little or no summer water 
and are perfectly adapted 
to the California soil and 
environment. Thus they are 
excellent choices for your 
home landscaping. 

Many of the plants are 
identified with markers that 
tell you something about 
how the plant is an important 
element in our environment 
and was valued by the Na-
tive Americans. The Garden 
is located at 801 Murrieta 
Blvd., across from the Rite 
Aid shopping center, and is 
also accessible by means 
of the Arroyo Mocho bike 
trail. An Internet search for 
the “Granada Native Gar-
den Newsletter” will help 
you learn more about the 
Garden and its plants, and 
provide directions on how 
to get there. It will also tell 
you how to volunteer your 
services to help maintain the 
Garden. We hope to see you 
visit the Garden soon and 
enjoy this relaxing oasis of 
nature right here in down-
town Livermore! Address 
your inquiries to Jim at 
jimatgng@gmail.com .

Hotel Lobbyists Go 
Overboard
Elizabeth Judge
Livermore

The east side hotel lob-
byists pulled out all the 
stops this past Monday night 

during the last meeting of 
the Downtown Steering 
Committee held jointly with 
the City Council. They even 
went beyond the shameful 
behavior exhibited at some 
regular meetings.

The day before the meet-
ing one committee member 
spent much effort on a cow-
ardly unsigned blog picked 
up by an online neighbor-
hood news site. It was a ven-
omous, personal attack on 
three other committee mem-
bers who had brought forth 
an alternative to the east side 
hotel, the MacCracken hotel. 
The blog misrepresented 
their conduct in the process 
and was the best example of 
fake news outside of D.C. 
To his young friends, who 
had not attended any com-
mittee meetings and hence 
had no first hand knowledge 
of the issue, this news was 
“real.” They showed up and 
unknowingly embarrassed 
themselves by touting the 
blog’s claims as the perpe-
trator sat there smiling like 
a snake.

Livermore Downtown 
Inc., also represented on the 
committee, had irritated the 
public early on with its ex-
cessive lobbying for the east 
side particularly evidenced 
during the May 25 meeting 
where it stacked the audi-
ence waving hands in agree-
ment. Last year the public 
expressed its displeasure 
with the east side hotel idea. 
Yet Downtown Inc. took the 
“my way or the highway” 
approach relentlessly despite 
the fact that taxpayers help 
fund the organization!

In addition, its repre-
sentative swore during 
Monday’s meeting that they 
would not lobby the public 
during the outreach plan to 
get the public’s input. Un-
professionally she person-
ally and publicly demanded 
that individuals sponsoring 
the west side MacCracken 
hotel do the same. Down-
town Inc. has a very well 
oiled machine to get the 
word out to its members. 
Their plan to influence the 
public had already been put 
in place eons ago including a 
recent tour of the downtown 
property. 

As mentioned in earlier 
letters by many, placing the 
hotel on the east side of 
Livermore generates a myr-
iad of problems. Those fixat-
ed on having the hotel there 
stand on their heads to shore 
it up nonetheless. Efforts 
get more bizarre everyday. 
For example, underground 
parking has been taboo since 
the beginning of the project. 
Citizens have mentioned it 
many times only to be told 
that it is too expensive. Enter 
Councilmember Woerner, 
the east side hotel advocate, 
who at the eleventh hour 
last Monday night pulled a 
last minute change to the 
east side hotel plan: under 
the pool parking! What is 
that going to do to the load-

ing docks for all the trucks 
making deliveries?

Reason really has nothing 
to do with having the hotel 
on the east side. The fever is 
all about control and power 
and personal animosity. 
The powers that be do not 
like it when a small group 
comes up with a new idea, 
worse yet a better one, and 
then there is the obvious 
personal animosity that one 
could feel in the room since 
the beginning of the steering 
committee’s tenure. Thank 
goodness that part is over.

Council and Free 
Speech
Chester A. Moore
Livermore 

For the past four months 
the Livermore City Council 
has been trying to control 
the discussion about what 
should be done with the city 
owned redevelopment area 
in the center of our city.

It started with the ap-
pointment of a select Down-
town Steering Committee 
comprised of the traditional 
political power players. 
It continues to this time 
with an effort at last night's 
Joint City Council (CC) and 
Downtown Steering Com-
mittee (DSC) meeting. The 
councilmembers' discus-
sions indicated they desired 
to limit the participation of 
any individual advocate for 
any particular plan to be 
able to present any "outside" 
advocacy materials into any 
of the upcoming voter reach-
out events to be organized 
by the City Council in the 
coming few months. In other 
words, it is only the current 
four DSC-sanctioned plans 
that the public would be able 
to see at any of the official 
city-funded voter reach-out 
events.

I have observed during 
the post-election period that 
there has been a conscious 
effort led by Mayor March-
and and Bob Woerner, and 
subsequently endorsed by 
the other council members, 
to promote use of taxpayer 
funds to exclusively support 
only their two expressed 
highest-priority agendas. 
Those are: (1) to get a 
"wine-country" hotel built 
as soon as possible, and (2) 
to encourage the building 
of multi-family "afford-
able" housing developments 
in the whole downtown 
area. Although seemingly 
meritorious, neither of these 
ideas directly benefit the 
individual taxpaying citizen 
who is asked to pay perhaps-
overgenerous subsidies.

There are alternative 
ideas. In particular, I have 
noticed that the whole city 
council has consistently 
acted to suppress completely 
any mention at any of the 
CC and DSC meetings of 
the Town Square concept 
proposed by me that won the 
support of some 5000 voters 
in last fall's November 2016 

(More MAILBOX, page 8)
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CreekV iewCreekV iew

CreekView is a health center nestled among  

rolling hills and landscaped grounds in the Tri-Valley.  

Here, we offer Assisted Living, as well as Memory 

Care Assisted Living, with just the right touch  

of care, in a homelike environment. 

Residents in Assisted Living enjoy extra assistance 

whenever it’s needed, while surrounded by the 

comforts of home. 

MEMORY CARE AND GET A $25 GIFT CARD.

Personalized care begins right away at CreekView. 

CALL  1-800-821-3991 NOW  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR.

ASSISTED LIVING OR

A $25 VALUE

GIFT CARD*

TAKE A TOUR OF  CREEKVIEW & GET A

TAKE A TOUR OF

STATE OF CALIFORNIA RCFE LICENSE #019200521. SN LICENSE #55000352.
*One per household. Must complete tour of CreekView Assisted Living  
or Memory Care Assisted Living by 8/31/2017 to receive gift card. 2900 Stoneridge Drive  •  Pleasanton, CA 94588  •  VisitCreekView.com

SERVICES AND AMENITIES INCLUDE:

• Private, comfortable and spacious apartments 

•  Inviting common areas, including a lounge, library, theater and      
 an outdoor courtyard 

• Full-time licensed nurses

•  Assistance with activities of daily living, including  
medication management 

• 24/7 emergency response 

• Weekly housekeeping and personal laundry service

• Restaurant-style dining 

• Scheduled medical transportation

Letters have been mailed 
to some 4,500 spouses, de-
pendents and estates of de-
ceased Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory retirees 
in connection with a class 
action lawsuit filed because 
of the loss of University 
of California health care a 
decade ago.

The letters summarize 
the lawsuit and advise re-
cipients that they will be 
part of the lawsuit class un-
less they take action to “opt 
out” – to be excluded – by 
September 17.

Thousands More Getting Letters
In LLNL Health Care Lawsuit

A comparable number of 
living retirees who received 
similar letters in early 2015 
will not get another letter, 
according to sources close 
to the lawsuit. The new 
letter is only for those who 
were incorrectly omitted 
from the original list of class 
members.

The names omitted were 
typically those of the spous-
es, dependents and estates 
of deceased retirees. Under 
California law, they may 
be eligible for benefits that 

would have been awarded if 
the deceased were still alive,

The lawsuit, first filed 
in 2010, is opposed by UC. 
It aims at damages and the 
restoration of healthcare 
for surviving retirees and 
damages for spouses, depen-
dents and the estates of the 
deceased.

The next court confer-
ence is scheduled for next 
month. Both sides have 
requested summary deci-
sions in their favor. UC has 
promised to appeal if it loses 
the suit.

Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory scien-
tists have discovered that 
exposure to environmen-
tal levels of triclocarban 
(TCC), an antibacterial 
chemical common in per-
sonal care products, can 
transfer from mother to 
offspring and interfere with 
lipid metabolism. TCC can 
be found in products like 
soaps and lotions, as well as 
in the medical field.

Ultimately, the findings 
could have implications for 
human health. The research 
appears in the Aug. 9 edition 
of PLOS ONE.

LLNL biologist Heather 
Enright, the lead author of 
the paper, declared, “Early 
life exposure to TCC has 
the potential to cause ir-
reversible outcomes due 
to the fragile nature of or-
gan systems and protective 
mechanisms in developing 
offspring.”

This study represents the 
first report to quantify the 
transfer of an environmen-
tally relevant concentration 
of TCC from mother to 

Cuts At Two 
National 
Laboratories

Oak Ridge and Brookhav-
en National Laboratories last 
week announced plans for 
staff cuts, according to na-
tional news accounts. 

Oak Ridge, located in 
Tennessee, expects to reduce 
staff by about 350, or 7 
percent, while Brookhaven, 
in New York, expects to cut 
by about 175 employees, or 
6 percent, according to the 
accounts.

Both laboratories said 
that they hope to achieve the 
reductions with voluntary 
separation programs, but 
may require layoffs if not 
enough employees sign up 
to leave on their own.

Locally, no such staff cuts 
are planned at Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory or Sandia National 
Laboratory, spokespeople 
for those facilities said in 
response to an inquiry.

    

offspring. TCC is among 
the top 10 most commonly 
detected wastewater con-
taminants in concentration 
and frequency.

Lipids are naturally oc-
curring molecules that in-
clude fats, waxes, fat-soluble 
vitamins, monoglycerides, 
diglycerides, triglycerides 
and others. The main bio-
logical function of lipids is 
storing energy, and signaling 
and acting as structural com-
ponents of cell membranes.

Enright stated, “Our re-
sults are significant because 
of the potential risk of ex-
posure to TCC through con-
taminated water sources and 
in the living environment, 
and the potential adverse 
effects resulting from this 
exposure during develop-
ment."

The team studied mice 
during gestation and lacta-
tion to see if, in fact, expo-
sure to TCC would transfer 
from mother to offspring. 
Researchers administered 
TCC laced with carbon-14 
to trace how the contaminant 
distributed in organ systems 

of female mice and exposed 
offspring.

“We demonstrated that 
TCC does effectively trans-
fer from mother to offspring, 
both trans-placentally and 
via lactation,” Enright said. 
“Exposure to TCC during 
development may pose a 
serious health risk to the de-
veloping embryo and fetus, 
as they are more sensitive 
to alterations in hormone 
levels, which may result in 
changes that often are ir-
reversible.”

TCC-related compounds 
were detected in the tissues 
of offspring with signifi-
cantly higher concentrations 
in the brain, heart and fat. In 
addition to the transfer from 
mother to offspring, exposed 
offspring were heavier in 
weight than unexposed mice 
-- demonstrating an 11 per-
cent and 8.5 percent increase 
in body weight for females 
and males, respectively.

Quantitative real-time 
polymerase chain reaction 
(qPCR) was used in the 
study to examine changes 
in gene expression in liver 

and adipose tissue in the 
exposed offspring. The re-
sults suggested alterations in 
genes involved in lipid me-
tabolism in exposed female 
offspring were consistent 
with the observed increase 
in fat weights and hepatic 
triglycerides.

Other Livermore re-
searchers include Miranda 
Falso (now at Slippery Rock 
University), Michael Mal-
fatti, Victoria Lao, Edward 
Kuhn, Nicholas Hum, Yilan 
Shi (now at Bio-rad), Ana 
Sales, Kurt Haack, Kristen 
Kulp, Bruce Buchholz, Ga-
briela Loots, Graham Bench 
and Ken Turteltaub. The 
work was funded by LLNL’s 
Laboratory Research and 
Development Program and 
the National Institutes of 
Health.

 

Exposure to Antibacterials from Mother to Child 
May Cause Adverse Effects in Development

The Tri-Valley CAREs’ 
Youth Video Contest 2017 is 
now accepting entries. Any 
young person aged 10-30 has 
a chance to win up to $500 by 
creating a short video - up to 
2 minutes in length - showing 
how nuclear weapons affect 
them and their world.

The contest is designed 
for the youth population and 
intended to spark discussion 
about nuclear weapons and 
the effect that their devel-
opment has on the air, soil, 
water and public health. The 
videographer may choose 
from any of those topics or 
devise a related one.

For young residents with-
in the Tri-Valley and Tracy 
areas, videos can focus on 
the impacts of the Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab’s 
nuclear weapons activities. 
Both the Lab’s Main Site in 
Livermore and Site 300 in 
Tracy are on the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s 
“Superfund” list of most pol-
luted locations in the nation, 
with radioactive and toxic 
wastes that have migrated 
into the underground wa-
ter aquifers. Accidents and 
airborne releases have also 
occurred at both locations.

Tri-Valley CAREs is 
conducting this contest to 
provide an opportunity for 
youth to learn more about 
an issue that affects their 

lives, and to use their skills 
to win a grand prize of $500. 
There will also be a second 
place award of $250, and a 
Third Place award of $100. 
Videographers may use 
webcam, cell phone or any 
technology of their choos-
ing. Contest entries may take 
a local, regional, national or 
international perspective. 
The contest is open to youth 
outside the Tri-Valley and 
Tracy. All interpretations of 
the subject matter are wel-
come and, for the first time, 
videos may be submitted in 
English or Spanish.

Young people interested 
in the Youth Video Contest 
are invited to visit the Tri-
Valley CAREs Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/
youthvideocontest2017 Or, 
go to www.trivalleycares.
org/new/contest2017.html 
Contest details are available 
at both links. The deadline 
to submit a video is 5:00pm 
Pacific Time on October 31, 
2017.

Winning videos will 
appear on the Tri-Valley 
CAREs website, www.tri-
valleycares.org, and will be 
debuted on the “big screen” 
at a public awards ceremony 
on Thursday, December 7, 
2017 at the Livermore Main 
Library, Community Rooms 
A and B, 1188 South Liver-
more Ave.

Nuclear Weapons Impact 
Is Video Contest Theme 
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Horse Therapy Program

Sunday, September 17, 4-8pm 
 Retzlaff  Winery

1356 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore
 Catered by Checkers Catering

Live music by the Bacchus Brothers
Live auction and raffle

$75/person
This fundraiser benefits our Special Needs children 

and our Reins for Heroes Veterans Program; 

providing physical and educational activities while on 

horseback, promoting strength and healing for daily living.

For tickets: www.reinsinmotionca.com
 501c3 #90-0832414   

Contact: Sandra Gallo  925-640-0758 

You’re invited to the 2nd annual 

Fundraiser

Photo by Francine Truscello

Call 1-888-686-4483  
or visit

TriValleyConservancy.org

DonaTe  
Your  

VehiCle To  
Tri-ValleY 

ConserVanCY
Help Preserve 

Land for Future 
Generations

Donate cars, trucks, 
boats, tractors  

and RV’s. Running 
or not. Tax 
Deductible.

FRI 8-5, SAT 8-5
& SUN 8-3

REGISTER YOUR VEHICLE OR PURCHASE TICKETS AT
GOOD-GUYS.COM | 925.838.9876

CROWNING OF AMERICA’S 
MOST BEAUTIFUL STREET ROD!

WEME MINIATURE 
ENGINE DISPLAY!

HUGE SWAP MEET &
CARS 4 SALE CORRAL!

INDOOR
BONNEVILLE DISPLAY!

THECROWNJEWEL!

NATIONALS

31ST

ALAMEDA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
PLEASANTON, CA

GIANT CAR SHOW!
AUGUST 25-27

sPORTs nOTes

Earlier this summer Vicky Panetsidou, a Greek European 
Karate Champion  trained many students in the Bay Area.  
Tri Valley Karate (Goju Ryu) in Pleasanton was among 
the dojos where she shared her elite training drills to 
many youth, teens, and adults. Karate is now in the 
2020 Olympics. Panetsidou is trying to help spread the 
training to encourage people all over to train in karate 
and for the youth to strive for high goals to become an 
Olympic champion. Pictured is one of the groups who 
worked with Panetsidou. To view a video, go to https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CkdhMmaADM

West Coast 05 Girls Krew  captured the championship 
at the Dublin Shamrock soccer tournament. The Krew 
tarted off the weekend with a tough game against 
Mustang Liverpool scoring in the final minute of the 
game to tie it 1-1. In their second match, the Krew 
went up early and never looked back beating Mustang 
Storm 3-0. Sunday morning the Krew faced off with a 
Rocklin team that was tied with  west Coast at 14 points 
each. After a back and forth battle, Krew came away 
with the 1-0  win to advance to the Championship and 
a rematch with Mustang Liverpool. Krew  dominated 
from the opening kickoff and played a complete game 
beating Mustang 2-0 to take home the Shamrock Cup 
Championship.  

West Coast Kaos U15 girls corralled their competition 
this past weekend to bring home the Mustang Stampede 
championship cup.  Kaos went 4-0-1 with 4 shutouts.  
They beat out Greater Seattle Surf for a 2-0 win and 
the championship.  Pictured are (bottom row) Maddie 
Mannina and Ashley Levi; (middle) Francesca Pereira, 
Kate Zeck, Alina Garcia, Alyssa Williams, Anaya Shelton, 
Nicole Codington, Kiara Rodriquez, Melanie Nguyen, 
Gaby Casillas, and Coach Dave Mahabali; (top) Kelsey 
Brumm, Peyton Wooten, Jordyn Silva, Alondra Higareda, 
Sami Wilson, Daisy Samuelson, Kylie Gregory, Maddie 
Long, Kassidy Bracket, Alivia Ganz, and Katie Reid.

The West Coast Soccer 08 Girls WolfPack dominated 
their first ever tournament to win the Soccer by the Bay 
tournament in San Mateo. The Pack went 4 and 0 over 
Saturday and Sunday with wins against San Carlos 
Fusion, Alamaden QuickSilver, East Valley Earthquakes 
and Santa Rosa United. Forward Allison Edgemon led 
West Coast's Wolfpack attack with 13 of the team's 21 
goals while playing in front of the play making abilities 
of midfielders Skye Merlin and Jazzlyn Gonzalez. Cailey 
Sasaki and Taylor Conover each added goals to help 
keep the pressure on the opposing teams all weekend 
long. The Pack defense was led by the rock solid play 
of defenders Sofia Paz, Addison McNeil, Parker Black 
and Goal Keeper Ashley Browning. 

The Pleasanton Rage 03 Premier girls team was 
victorious at the San Luis Obispo Summer Classic held 
earlier this month on August 4-6, 2017. After winning 
all three of their qualifying games with only one goal 
scored against them (2-0, 3-0, 2-1), the Rage 03 Premier 
girls won an exciting final game over Visalia Galaxy Elite 
03 in a 4-3 win. 

West Coast Soccer
The West Coast Kaos U15 girls 

wrangled the competition at the 2017 
Mustang Stampede to bring home the 
championship cup.  The girls harnessed 
4 shutout wins on their way to the final. 

The competition started with a 
3-0 win over the USA Stars on Friday 
night.   Midfielder Daisy Samuelson 
scored the first goal of the tournament 

for Kaos.  Outside-mid, Jordyn Silva, 
followed with another goal.  Kaos 
capped off the win with a third goal 
from a perfectly placed pass from 
midfielder, Alyssa Williams, to for-
ward Sami Wilson, who tapped it in.

In the second game, against the 
Blackhawks, Kaos gave up 2 scores, 
one in each half.  Both Blackhawk 
goals came from loose balls in the 
box that ricocheted around before 

Kaos defenders could clear them.  This 
would be the only loss of the tourna-
ment and the only goals given up by 
the Kaos keepers.

With one win and one loss, Kaos 
headed into their third match of the 
tournament in a win or go home situ-
ation.  Kaos faced Blues FC team. A 
breakthrough for Kaos came in the 
last 15 minutes of the match when a 
free kick was awarded.  Midfielder 
Kate Zeck fired a long shot that found 
the top left corner to the net.  Kaos 
moved ahead 1-0. Kaos’ defensive 
line of Kelsey Brumm, Gaby Casillas, 
Alondra Higareda, Maddie Long, and 
Peyton Wooten and Keepers, Maddie 
Mannina and Ashley Levi, are credited 
with shutting down the Blue’s aggres-
sive forwards.    

In the semi-finals, Kaos met 
another familiar team, Atletico Santa 
Rosa.   Kaos took control and went on 
the attack.  Midway through the second 
half, Kaos earned a corner kick.   Silva 
delivered the ball into the box where 
Zeck headed it into the right side of the 
goal.  Kaos moved ahead 1-0, earning 
a spot in the championship match.

In the championship match, Kaos 
faced the Greater Seattle Surf FC.   The 
first goal for Kaos came from forward 
Anaya Shelton who handed it off to 
Wilson to finish.  Kaos moved ahead 
1-0 going into the half.  The second 
goal of the match came from a free kick 
from Zeck to Silva who maneuvered 
around Seattle’s defense to nail a goal.  
Kaos moved ahead 2-0 with no time 
left for Seattle to recover or answer.  
West Coast Kaos was crowned the 
2017 Mustang Stampede champions.

West Coast Wicked 04 and 
Wildkatz 05 girls soccer teams were 
accepted to San Diego Surf Cup where 
they impressed the competition and 
showed their club culture.

West Coast Wicked 04G battled 
strong and kept it close as the team 
made their Surf Cup debut finishing 
4th. They played top Slammers FC 
team that was both extremely physical 
as well as the 5th ranked team out of 
Texas, and at the time an undefeated 
Seattle Surf which Wicked tied 1-1.

West Coast Wildkatz 05 girls 
competed well against the top teams 
in the country. The Wildkatz gained 
valuable experience playing against 
the state champions from Texas, 
Colorado and a top side from Oregon 
and the home team Surf.

West Coast U13 girls Wildkatz 
dominated the Mustang Stampedes 
top premier group play.   Wildkatz 05 
finished first with  27 points, 11 goals 
for and only 2 goals against in the group 
play, advancing them to the semifinals 
and championship. Wildkatz earned a 
2-0 win against Blues FC in the semi-
finals but fell just short in the cham-
pionship 1-3. Wildkatz outscored all 
the competition with the most overall 
goals (14) in the U13G Top Division 
at Mustang Stampede. Wildkatz com-
peted against the toughest competition 
in the country including the state 
champions from Colorado, Texas and 
squared off against top ECNL and DA 
teams from San Diego, Seattle and 
Oregon. West Coast Soccer Wildkatz 
05G have performed well in the two 
largest, highest ranked tournaments in 
California in back to back weekends 
securing their reputation as one of the 
best young girls teams in the country. 

LGSA Registration: 
Livermore Girls Softball As-

sociation welcomes girls who are 5 
years of age and older for the 2017 
Fall Recreational season. No prior 
experience necessary. Online registra-
tion is open at www.lgsa.org. Visit the 
website or email info@lgsa.org for 
more information.

CYO Basketball
St. Michael/St. Charles (SMSC) 

CYO Basketball Season is starting in 
late October. Registration is open now. 
In recent years, teams have been lim-
ited and kids turned away. To register, 
visit www.smsccyo.org

All boys and girls in 1st through 
8th grades are welcome to register. A 
late fee of $25 applies after 9/1/2017.

Questions can be answered on the 

website in the FAQ section. Additional 
questions can be sent to smsc.cyo.
reg@gmail.com

Smoke Tryouts
Smoke Fastpitch11U Softball 

tryouts have been scheduled for 2017 
Fall Travel Ball. Team is looking for 
highly motivated individuals, on the 
diamond and in the classroom, with 
the birth year of 2006. 

Tryouts will take place on  Thurs-
day, August 17th, 5:30pm and on 
Saturday, August 19th, 9:00am at Joe 
Michell field 1

Focusing on players born in 2006 
(players born in 2007 are welcome 
to tryout);  summer 10u players are 
making the transition from 10u to 11u; 
tryouts for every position

Arrive 15 minutes early for 
check-in To register,  email Coach 
Michelle Dela Cruz at delacruz@
smokefastpitch.org

For more information about 
Smoke Fastpitch, visit smokefast-
pitch.org

Tri for Fun
On Saturday, August 19, a field 

of close to 600 first-timer, few-timer, 
and many-timer triathletes will be 
on hand for the third leg of On Your 
Mark Events’ 30th annual Tri For Fun 
Triathlon Series (four triathlon events 
held during the summer), at Shadow 
Cliffs Regional Park, in Pleasanton.

Utilizing the lake and rolling hills 
of Shadow Cliff Park and the flat paved 
roads running through Pleasanton and 
Livermore, the Tri For Fun features 
a course distance of 400-yard Swim 
(warm, clean lake); 11-mile bike (loop 
course, flat streets); 3.1-mile run (roll-
ing fire trail).  

After the novice athletes master 
the first three prior Tri For Funs, they 
can meet the challenge of the final 
event – the Tri For Real. The final 
event of the series is held at the same 
location, but the distances have been 
increased to 700-yard swim, 19-mile 
bike, and 4-mile run. The Tri For Real 
is also professionally chip-timed for 
all participants.

 The 2017 On Your Mark Tri 
For Fun Series final event is  August 
19.  The Tri-For-Real will be held on 
September 17. All races will start at 
7:00 a.m., at Shadow Cliffs Regional 
Park, 2500 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton.

The three Tri For Fun triathlons 
are non-timed and non-competitive. 
A clock is provided at finish line for 
participants to view their personal time. 
Triathletes can choose to participate 
in this mode, or they can officially 
chipped-timed. Should participants 
choose to be timed, their results will 
be recorded and posted on the On Your 
Mark Events’ website's results page.

Entry fee for  Tri For Fun is $75 
(non-timed) and $80 (chip timed) in 
advance, $10 will be added to race-day 
registrants. Preregistered entry for 
relay teams is $210 (non-timed) and 

$215 (chip timed), $10 will be added to 
race-day registrants. For September’s 
Tri For Real, all participants are chip 
timed ($85.00 advance, and $95.00 
day-of). Preregistered entry for relay 
teams is $210, $240 race-day. The Tri 
For Real includes the same goodies 
as the Tri For Funs, with addition of 
trophies and medals.

This Saturday’s check-in and 
registration will begin at 5:30 a.m., 
with the first wave hitting the water 
at 7:00 a.m.

To register or to receive more 
information about the Tri For Fun 
Triathlon Series, contact On Your Mark 
Events at 209-795-7832 or visit their 
website. Participants have the option to 
print this application and mail in with 
entry fee, or by registering online via 
this Web page.
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August sAvings
save 15% on your cremation or funeral planning*

Our veteran’s save 20%

 Please ask about our $6,500 Complete  
Platinum Burial Tribute package. 

You will be very pleased with this amazing value.

Pre-plan. Small, monthly payments are available.       
Lock in today’s prices.

 *Savings do not apply to direct cremations.

Please call sharon Mace at (925) 875-1343 or visit us at  
www.Aspecialtouchfuneralservice.com

FD#1810

UNITED
CONSTRUCTION

REMODELING
ROOFING
PAINTING
PLUMBING

(209) 818-9300
albertogallardo54@gmail.com

License #916970

ESTATE PLANNING….IT’S EASIER THAN YOU THINK 

A Series of FREE community workshops. 

Vesting of Property - Inheritances, Preparation of trust and estate returns 
Estate Tax Exemption - Step-up in basis - Rental property 

 

How estate planning strategies and important steps can avoid probate proceedings  
and make sense for you and your loved ones. 

 

Sub-Trusts for children, grandchildren and other beneficiaries 
 

SATURDAY EVENT TIMES:  9:30 - 10:30 A.M.   
RELATED WORKSHOP TUESDAY EVENT TIMES:  6:00 - 7:00 P.M. 

LOCATION:  ALAIN PINEL REALTORS® 900 MAIN STREET, PLEASANTON CA  

It’s more than Real Estate…..It’s Your Entire Estate 

PLEASE R.S.V.P. TO 925-201-8312 - EMAIL: RETrusts@apr.com 

Elizabeth S. Cassidy 
Attorney At Law,  
Certified Specialist,  
Estate Planning  
Trust Probate Law   
State Bar of California Board  
of Legal Specialization  
 

Leslie Faught 
REALTOR®  
CalBre #1027778 

Janice Habluetzel 
REALTOR®  
CalBre#1385523  

Robin Young 
REALTOR®  
CalBre#1162115 RealEstateandTrusts.com 

Proudly Presented By Speaker 

You are welcome to bring family and friends 

Comedy Uncorked - Aug. 19
Visit: www.comedyuncorked.com

Gorgeous Grounds Avail. For Weddings & Events
Fine Wines Made From Our Own California  

Certified Organic Grapes

 
1356 S. Livermore Ave, CA  |  (925) 447-8941

Hours: 12-4:30pm; Closed Wed

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Cars from the era were on display during the annual Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social 
held at Ravenswood Historic Site in Livermore. Festivities included music by the 
Pleasanton Community Concert Band playing a variety of musical selections by 
composers in the era of 1890. The Valley Banjos were also on hand. Games, music, 
historic demonstrations, and, of course ice cream were all part of the festivities. The 
event, August 13, was hosted by the Ravenswood Progress League and Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District. 

District/Board of Trustees. 
The Project Manager, 

who will be hired in a tem-
porary consulting role, will 
not be a voting member of 
the committee. The CRC’s 
charge will be to: 

• Assess and analyze 
the current land options 
available for the future high 
school and high school ca-
pacity

• Identify challenges and 
opportunities related to each 
site based on criteria identi-
fied by the Project Manager/
Board of Trustees 

• Listen and incorporate 
community feedback into 
potential recommendations 

• Make recommendations 
to the Board of Trustees as 
to the viability of each site 
based on cost, timeline, and 
feasibility 

Each of the District’s 11 
schools will be represented 
on the CRC by a parent, 

DUBLIN HIGH
(continued from page one)

teacher or staff member 
chosen by each School Site 
Council (SSC), following 
an open application process. 
In order to be considered a 
school “representative," ap-
plicants must have a child 
that attends that school or 
work at that site as an em-
ployee. 

In addition, the CRC will 
include a member of the 
senior community, repre-
sentatives from the District’s 
employee associations, a 
current high school student 
and two community at-large 
members, who will be cho-
sen by the Project Manager. 

The committee is ex-
pected to begin its work the 
week of September 4, 2017. 

“The committee marks 
an important step forward 
in our process to evaluate 
options for a future high 
school,” Board President 
Megan Rouse said. “The 

Board feels strongly that 
the community should be 
brought into this process, 
as we weigh critical factors 
related to this issue. We look 
forward to giving the CRC 
the information it needs to 
get to work.” 

The Board of Trustees 
will continue the discussion 
of a future high school in 
Dublin at its regular meeting 
on August 22, 2017, when 
they will discuss Measure 
H funding allocations and 
the district’s K-12 capacity 
needs. 

Applications for the CRC 
are due by 5 p.m. on August 
18, 2017 and can be found 
at https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqScek
rFlriOVc4cKUGAjf2ppGB-
KWgbMYjTZRCt_TREoq_
DQ/viewform: Community 
Review Committee for Fu-
ture HS Application 2017

 

used for civic purposes only.
About a year ago Lan-

ning Thompson, President 
of Interfaith Housing, ap-
proached Woerner seeking 
help in securing the land to 
build affordable housing. 
The property is situated 
between their two existing 
complexes. One stumbling 
block involved deed restric-
tions against housing on the 
land.

"Subsequent discussions 
between Lanning, City staff 
and the Livermore Stock-
men's Rodeo Association 
had not been encouraging as 
to whether the deed restric-
tions could be met," relayed 
Woerner.

A meeting was set with 
the Livermore Stockmen's 
Rodeo Association represen-
tatives to come to an under-
standing of the situation and 
search for a solution. It was 
attended by Donnie Perry, 
Don Staysa, Don Podesta, 
Dave Finster and Josh Perry 
from the Stockmen’s organi-
zation, along with Lanning 
from Interfaith Housing, 
Milly Seibel from the Tri-
Valley Housing Opportunity 
Center, and Eric Uranga, 
Mayor John Marchand and 
Woerner from the City.

Podesta mentioned that 
the land was designated for 
a park to recognize ranchers 
and veterans, but could be 
traded for another location. 
Woerner suggested that per-
haps a deal could be worked 
out involving the new open 
space options being consid-
ered as part of the downtown 
core redevelopment

The Livermore Stock-
men's Rodeo Association 
Board of Directors has since 
approved negotiating with 
the City to reach an ac-
cord. Board President Dave 
Finster, a 4th generation 
Livermore resident, said 
the housing would be low 
income housing for seniors 
and veterans, We have ten-
tatively agreed on a park 
for the general public. The 
board felt it would be a great 
idea to have another park in 
the downtown where people 
could gather." He said there 
had been no discussions on 
a theme or uses; it could be 
used for whatever the pub-
lic wants. We are looking 
forward to working with 
the city."

Mayor Marchand com-
mented, "There has been 
one word everyone agreed 
on about the downtown - the 
need for something iconic. 
This potential deal gives us 
the opportunity to recognize 
the history of the stockmen 
and create something iconic 
in the downtown based on 
their contributions."

He added, "Both Rob-
ert Livermore and William 

Mendenhall were 'stock-
men.' It was the occupation 
of the people who founded 
the town of Livermore. The 
tradition of our rodeo goes 
back to when John Mc-
Glinchy of the Stockmen’s 
Association suggested hold-
ing a rodeo to raise the 
money for the Red Cross 
assessment during World 
War I. Our City Hall Com-
plex and Council Chambers 
are located on land donated 
by the Stockmen’s Asso-
ciation. This is an oppor-
tunity to honor the iconic 
history of Livermore in the 
downtown with a park and 
family-friendly open space 
recognizing the importance 
of our western roots."

According to Woerner, 
"There are many details to 
work out with the Livermore 
Stockmen's Rodeo Associa-
tion based on the request to 
enable the land on Pacific 
Avenue to be used for hous-
ing. However, some of the 
essential elements are open-
space in the downtown core; 
plaques naming the park, 
acknowledging the contribu-
tions of Livermore Stock-
men’s Rodeo Association to 
Livermore, and celebrating 
their core values rooted in 
their heritage and respect for 
the land; and a memorial to 
veterans of WWI.

The City is in the process 
of creating a development 
plan on 8.2 acres owned 
by the city in the core of 
the downtown. A public 
outreach process will begin 
soon. The housing and open 
space elements of the plan 
could be the most affected 
if the deal were to move 
forward.

Asked how the new infor-
mation might impact the out-
reach process, Woerner stat-
ed that it will add to a robust 
discussion of the elements 
and what the public wants. 
This is useful for people to 
know during the outreach 
because it could potentially 
inform their thinking about 
the open space and housing 
elements of the downtown 
planning process. 

He added that informa-
tion that bears on the el-
ements is not prohibited 
from being entered into the 
discussion. He used as an 
example the following: If 
the city were to receive $10 
million to do something in 
the downtown, it would be 
crazy not to let people know 
about it. If the information 
were kept quiet, imagine 
what would have happened 
when it came out at the end 
of the process. We have to be 
transparent and get informa-
tion out as it occurs.

The land in the down-
town was purchased using 

$14 million from the afford-
able housing fund. Either 
affordable housing needs 
to be built, or the money 
paid back. If the deal with 
the Stockmen's Association 
were to move forward, the 
potential is there to build less 
housing in the downtown.

Woerner said he didn't 
have exact numbers as to 
how much open space and 
how many units there would 
be. He noted that the Pa-
cific Avenue land is less 
valuable than that in the 
downtown. He mentioned 
that it is possible to build a 
lot of affordable housing on 
the city owned land in the 
downtown. However, it may 
not be the place you want 
to put housing. We need af-
fordable housing. The need 
is not completely satisfied 
by the Pacific Avenue. The 
question is how much do we 
want in the downtown core. 
I don't know what fraction 
of the $14 million would be 
offset by building the hous-
ing off-site.

Woerner mentioned that 
the deal could provide a little 
more clarity to the question 
of what people want the 
green area to be - the size, 
shape and use. None of the 
existing concepts define 
the use.

The other thing that the 
swap would do is lower 
some of financial pressures, 
providing a little bit more 
flexibility with regard to 

amenities, according to Wo-
erner.

Woerner sees the deal as 
an opportunity for the com-
munity to come together. I 
find it hard to believe anyone 
would be against it. 

He added, "This is a pre-
liminary concept in its very 
early stage. The potential 
deal is complex and has 
not been thought through 
thoroughly. Nothing is de-
termined nor is there any 
assurance that it will come 
to pass."

At the Sept. 11 council 
meeting, Woerner will be 
seeking the council's ap-

proval for staff to begin 
negotiating the details with 
the Stockmen and hopefully 

bring back a proposal for 
consideraton sometime in 
October.

STOCKMEN
(continued from page one)
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 Callaghan Mortuary/Livermore Crematory  
has been helping families to plan since 1906.

OUR AUGUST SAVINGS
FREE URN with purchase of a cremation  

service package* OR

FREE MEMORIAL STATIONERY PACKAGE  
with purchase of a Traditional funeral Service.

•	Low	monthly	payment	options								
•	Free	Family	Planning	Guides	Available	

*discount does not apply to a direct cremation plan.

For an appointment, contact Kate Lane 
office:  (925) 447-2942 

e-mail:  klane@stonemor.com

CALLAGhAN MORTUARY &  
LIVERMORE CREMATORY

3833	East	Avenue,	Livermore,	CA	94550

election. The City Council 
and the DSC are thus effec-
tively disenfranchising that 
whole block of Livermore 
voters who dared to vote for 
a political unknown.

When  they  c rea t ed 
the DSC, the city coun-
cil neglected to appoint 
any representative with a 
"no-housing" point of view. 
And mid-way through the 
long DSC process the CC 
agreed that they should NOT 
include any "no-housing" 
option, (nor any other low 
cost options) other than the 
4 "mixed-use" plans that 
were being created to for-
ward to the public outreach 
and workshops starting in 
August.

Throughout this process 
the DSC members cooper-
ated to make sure that their 
pet causes were never chal-
lenged by any competing 
taxpayer-beneficial alterna-
tive plans such as the Moore 
Town Square Concept. I 
have heard that a few inde-
pendent members have quit 
participating.

I don't know what the 
individual members of the 
Steering Commitee affiliated 
with groups like the down-
town and other wine-country 
and cultural interests will do, 
but I will exercise my free-
speech right to attend any of 
the public reach-out events 
to continue to advocate for 
my "Fully Functional Town 
Square Concept" as being in 
the best interests of all Liver-
more citizens and taxpayers.

Because the Town Square 
Concept includes an East 
Side hotel, and a large flexi-
bly-designed business/office 
building along Railroad 
Avenue behind Blacksmith 
Square, it works effectively 
to assure the economic vi-
brancy of our whole city by 
promoting a more robust 
Livermore tourism industry. 
This pedestrian public plaza 
over a single-level under-
ground parking lot deserves 
the support of all downtown 
businesses, the agricultural 
and wine businesses, and 
even the real estate interests. 
But most importantly this 
open-space economic engine 
promotes the interests of all 
the Citizens of Livermore, 
who have this one chance 
to preserve and enjoy this 
essential piece of their beau-
tiful town.

To date, no City Council 
member or other influen-
tial business leader has yet 
spoken out to endorse the 
public consideration of any 
pedestrian-friendly Town 
Square concept.

Comments on Story
Gay Maestas
Livermore  

This article in the August 
10 issue was somewhat mis-
leading. Items I would like 
to comment on:

1) “Some bring in an ani-
mal such as a sheep or goat, 
during the two-day period 
for a fall religious holiday, 
sacrificing the animal.”

2) In reality the appli-
cants, Ghorbani/Sarji, obtain 
and bring onto their prop-
erty approximately 50-100 
animals for this “ritual”.  
During this practice the 
attending religious (by ap-
pointment) can number from 
50-100 people converging 
over this small country road 
in two days.

3)  As a result, where 
does all this blood (and body 
parts) go??  Could it drain 
into the groundwater?

4)  The kennels for dogs 
does not allow any inside 
protection; enclosures (iso-
lation) are critical to pre-
vent  airborne viruses such 
as Parvo from spreading 

to neighboring dogs if you 
are going into this on a pro-
fessional level.  Breeding, 
rescuing and or training 
should be done with the 
animal’s welfare in mind;  
this is Livermore and the 
heat of the summer or the 
cold of the winter is a factor 
if everything is outside.  Ad-
ditionally, no sound control 
for these outside kenneled 
dogs is provided.

Special Needs
Christine fiori 
Livermore

I've wanted to say Con-
gratulation's to Sunflow-
er Hill for them making 
the headlines and getting 
Awarded! That must feel 
really good? 

I am glad they are there 
to help the special needs. 
What is failed to mention, 
Sunflower Hill only takes 
in certain special needs. 
My point is. I have an adult 
special needs child. I've 
tried a couple times to see if 
Sunflower Hill would take 
my child. We have been 
turned down every time. If 
it's because programs aren't 
wanting to do 1:1's or if there 
are behavioral issues, it gets 
denied. It really hurts. 

The other thing that both-
ers me. If Sunflower Hill 
does anything with that 
house across from Safeway 
and Lowe's on First Street 
in Livermore, that is a very 
busy, busy street. I worry 
about my child's safety if 
my child did get accepted 
to Sunflower Hill. Has Sun-
flower Hill thought about 
that?

Please, when these pro-
grams get written up or get 
talked about, it needs to 
be mentioned that certain 
programs only take certain 
special needs. 

The Swamp
Ken Nather
Livermore

To me, a taxpayer, the 
meaning of "Drain the 
Swamp," is that government 
officials should be punished 
for wrong doing just like the 
punishment they mete out 
for the rest of us when we 
do wrong.

The Swamp to me is 
bringing into our country 
plane loads of Muslims 
on modified Federal Ex-
press airplanes. FBI Direc-
tor Comey leaking infor-
mation. Hillary Clinton's 
email handling. The Clinton 
Foundation. Bill Clinton 
meeting Secretary Lynch on 
the airplane. Aliens coming 
into the country for  years 
and none of politicians do-
ing anything about it. The 
lifetime salary structure of 
Congressmen. Congress 
has too many perks. The ex-
Presidents use of Air Force 
One to meddle in world 
politics. The liquor provided 
by taxpayers on Air Force 
planes. Sanctuary cities 
should lose all government 
funds. Our education system 
must not be controlled by 
the teachers union. Christian 
prayer should be allowed 
in public schools. Muslim 
prayer and customs are. The 
voting system allows people 
to vote multiple times and by 
some who are not citizens. 
The use of the IRS to punish 
people and organizations. 
The Congressmen who owe 
the IRS and are allowed to 
represent us for years with-
out settling their bills. The 
Mexican gun deal, "Fast and 
Furious." Sending foreign 
aid to almost every country. 
Fighting wars we don't want 
to win - if we don't want to 
win, don't fight. The U.S. 
should stop meddling in 
other countries' business. 
Government should not run 

personal health insurance. 
We were fine before Obam-
acare. People without insur-
ance were cared for in public 
hospitals, no one died in the 
street. We should stop taxing 
business, when you do that, 
the business just raises their 
prices and the consumers 
pay the tax. Allow every 
citizen to pay taxes. Get 
rid of the IRS. Set up a na-
tional sales tax, if we do that 
100% will pay taxes, not just 
40%. There are many other 
swamp items, the above list 
of things bothers the most.

Community Group
Rich Buckley
Livermore

There are people in 
Livermore who are very 
loving, giving, charitable, 
and work with a passion to 
serve others in the interest of 
the highest good. The entire 
Community Group, of which 
Joan Seppala is but one 
member, (not to be confused 
with the Steering Commit-
tee) work creatively for the 
best interests of Livermore 
community. 

They coordinate with 
scores of vested interests in 
our community. We should 
count ourselves fortunate to 
have them focused on our 
downtown. To demonize 
them personally and conflate 
their tireless and charitable 
community services into 
anything other than work-
ing to make the downtown 
the best that we can be, 
seems negligent, petty, and 
contrived. 

It was a highlight of my 
work career to sell the Sep-
pala's 2250 First Street, 
the historic Bank of Italy 
Building. No sooner than 
they bought their building, 
now over two decades ago 
(1991), that they realized 
Livermore had 18 perform-
ing art groups that needed a 
place to perform. 

LONG TERM LOSSES 
NEED NOT BE IN STORE 
F O R  L O C A L  M E R -
CHANTS.

The city does not report 
facts that conflict with its 
desire for short term profits 
building a hotel on the East 
Side of South Livermore 
Avenue: (1) The City does 
not stress the Community 
Group's outside consultant 
report showing significantly 
more conference dollars 
spent in the downtown with 
the hotel built WEST of 
South Livermore Ave with 
a enlarged, adequate confer-
ence facility, (2) The City 
surely does not report the 
better traffic flow and hotel 
parking, building a hotel 
West of South Livermore 
Ave. (3) The City down 
plays the importance of the 
Community Groups efforts 
to create some Live-Work 
and Co-housing somewhat 
similar to what's being built 
in the creative environs of 
Seattle. (4) The City closes 
down and diverts speakers 
on a most important truth 
kept hidden: there are two, 
quality, private investor - 
developers well known and 
well heeled, within the city, 
one developer interested in 
serving as Master Devel-
oper for the west side (the 
old Lucky Store, Carol Jean 
and Circuit Test properties 
of 8.5+- Acres) where they 
would build out the housing, 
some of the parking AND 
the hotel on the west side, 
while the other good de-
veloper (who we all recog-
nize) would build out artisan 
markets and other amenities 
behind the Livermore Valley 
Center properties owned by 
the Madden Family. 

As my family has a small 
vested interest downtown 
https://tinyurl.com/y75gl-

99sI , I quickly realized 
that building the hotel on 
the wrong side of South 
Livermore Avenue would 
not be nearly as good for the 
existing merchants (which 
includes our own holdings) 
than creating a desirable 
open space and distributed 
parking running all the way 
through from South Liver-
more Avenue to South L 
Street. We can then slowly 
create friendly pedestrian 
flow along the pedestrian-
promenade-bike-path-play-
area-open-space, over the 
next few years from the 
Bankhead to South L Street 
and into the Growth Bros. 
property to the west. It will 
make downtown Livermore 
a place you will want to re-
visit again and again.  

I personally see the cur-
rent plan for putting the hotel 
on the East Side of South 
Livermore Ave, as a PRO-
FOUND MISTAKE, even 
as some sort of contrived 
political attempt to then 
later jamb, stack-and-pack 
housing on the Lucky Site. 
No thank you.

We are so Lucky to have 
people like Seppala, King 
and others on the Commu-
nity Group. They do their 
homework, they pay for 
excellent design at no cost 
to anyone other than them-
selves. They are sensitive to 
immediately correct errors, 
render improved ideas, and 
cut out un-affordable el-
evated walks, while keeping 
vital inner open spaces; they 
hire consultants to review 
their work from construction 
costs to capital and revenue 
sources, and coordinate tire-
lessly to work with all vested 
interests. Then publicly dis-
cuss it broadly (working to 
over come the city's resis-
tance) in the community 
at the personal cost of yet 
another private donation 
just to get their Community 
Group's ideas circulated to 
all Livermore households. 
God Bless them all, I say. 
In hindsight their work has 
lasting value that now, we 
all utilize.

Thank you. Thank you. 
Thank you. Generations to 
come will appreciate the 
Community Group's service 
to others.

Central Plaza Needed
Helen Nelson
Livermore

For the record, Livermore 
does not have a central plaza 
in downtown and it needs 
one. A central plaza, com-
plete with a lovely fountain, 
is exactly the kind of addi-
tion to our downtown that 
would elevate Livermore 
from a nice city to a superb 
city. The downtown devel-
opment of the vacant eight 
acres adjacent to Blacksmith 
square is the perfect loca-
tion for the central plaza. 

It would be the toast of 
Livermore and distinguish 
it for decades, or more, 
into the future. It would 
make the already charming 
downtown even more invit-
ing and accessible, since the 
plaza would have several 
walkways leading to and 
from the adjacent 1st street 
business district, giving 
residents a place to spend 
time with friends and fam-
ily enjoying the center of 
our city. It would bolster the 
values of all of our homes, 
as well, because it would 
increase the desirability of 
Livermore as a hometown. 
Who wouldn’t want to live 
in a city with a delight-
ful central plaza, complete 
with an exquisite sculptured 
fountain in the middle? In an 
article in the July 13 issue of 
the Independent, regarding 
the downtown development, 
Tom Soules was quoted to 
have, “pointed out that the 
land is extremely important. 
What happens there will 
define Livermore.”

Recently, certain people 
involved with the planning 
of the downtown develop-
ment have stated that Liver-
more already has places that 
serve the purpose of a central 
plaza. They could not be 
more wrong. It is possible 
that they have never seen 
a central plaza, so they are 
not familiar with what one 
is. One person suggested 
that the grassy area in front 
of the Bankhead serves the 
purpose of a central plaza. 
Another person said that 
the Carnagie building is 
our central plaza. No, those 
are not even close. No one 
says, “Hey, let’s go sit on 
the grassy area in front of the 
Bankhead” (except for the 
few hours a week when there 
is a band or festival there), 
nor do they say, “Let’s go 
walk around the Carnegie 
building.” No one says that! 
However, everyone would 
say, “Hey, let’s meet in the 
central plaza, look in some 
shops, and have a little re-
freshment, then go around 
town.”

A central plaza is:
• A very large, open, 

pedestrian-only space, sur-
rounded by buildings, such 
as shops, restaurants, and 
other establishments, con-

structed so that people can 
sit in the outdoor restaurants 
and cafes, and feel a sense 
of openness, relaxation, 
and well-being as they gaze 
around the well-designed 
porticoes and facades of 
the shops, the hotel, the 
museum, and other build-
ings flanking the central 
plaza. It is a little piece of 
open country carved into 
the hustle and bustle of a 
busy downtown - a respite, a 
breathing space- surrounded 
by a commercial area.

• It is paved with stone, 
cobblestones, or asphalt so 
that people can cross it di-
agonally, even in the rainy 
months, to visit the various 
shops and cafes, going from 
one side to the other side of 
the plaza, without having 
to walk around the edge of 
a grassy area. (It is a plaza, 
not a park. We have plenty 
of parks. We don’t have a 
plaza.)

• It can be round, rectan-
gular or square, or any other 
shape, but must give a feel-
ing of openness. Therefore, 
it must be sizeable- at least 
2 acres.

• Ideally, it has a beautiful 
sculpture and fountain in the 
middle, which is the focal 
point of the visitors to the 
plaza, who are lucky enough 
to have a city government 
who listens and responds to 
their wishes and needs. The 
fountain would be beauti-
fully lit in the evening to 
add a romantic attraction 
to the plaza at night. Liver-
more could invite sculptors 
to submit design ideas for 
the fountain that artistically 
reflect the wine country, 
the history, or other aspects 
of our city (a young Bac-
chus comes to mind, as 
Michelangelo created early 
in his career). Perhaps the 
fountain could have a base 
of wide steps, like the foun-
tain in Piazza Santa Maria 
in Trastevere (google it), 
so that weary travelers, or 
visitors of all ages could sit 
on the base of the fountain 
and enjoy the plaza from a 
different perspective without 
having to be a customer at 
surrounding cafés or restau-
rants. How great it is!

• The buildings around 
the plaza should be designed 
to accentuate the central pla-

MAILBOX
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a n d 
worked 
hard to 
b u i l d 
and re-
b u i l d 
m a n y 
h o m e s 
for  his 
family, 
includ-
ing the 

Wilder Cottage in down-
town. 

Joe came to Livermore 
as Sandia's 22nd employee 
and later was the plant man-
ager at Hexel Livermore. 
Living a life full of giving, 
Joe became a school board 
member who helped open 
Jackson Avenue Elementary 
School, participated in the 
planning and opening of Val-
leyCare Hospital, and served 
as Santa at the Senior Center. 

As an avid boat lover, 
Joe's many boats were used 
to teach his children and 
grandchildren to navigate, 
ski, tube, and fish. In his 
spare time, he would carve 
boats, build quilt frames, 
read, and help anyone who 
needed a hand. Joe was a 
positive force who wanted 
everyone to live life to the 
fullest and to not "sweat 
the small stuff." He taught 
us what a man and husband 
should be. In lieu of flow-
ers, the family asks that you 
have a cocktail at 5 p.m. 
with someone you love - Joe 
always did. 

Private Service

ing Com-
pany in 
Fremont 
for over 
20 years. 
His com-
pany was 
R e e d -
e r t y p e 
after his 
f r iend’s 
n a m e -

sake, Bob Reeder. Bill had 
suffered from Diabetes for 
many years and had one leg 
amputated after an infection 
due to his illness. Bill had an 
artificial leg and was mobile 
for many years. Slowly his 
health began to suffer. He 
was cared for by his fam-
ily and friends until he was 
moved to a convalescent 
care faciility in Carmichael 
, Ca

His younger sister Norma 
Stroh cared for him in his 
last days.

Bill is survived by his sis-
ter, Norma Stroh, his neph-
ews Joseph Wayne Woltner, 
Ronald James Stroh and his 
many friends.Bill survived 
his parents William Stroh Sr. 
and Iona Moon, his brother 
Danny Stroh, and his sister 
Gayle Woltner.

There will be a celebra-
tion of life for Bill on Sat-
urday August 19, 2017 at 
the Cedar Grove Commu-
nity Church, 2021 College 
Avenue, Livermore. The 
celebration will start at 11:00 
am and be followed by lunch 
until 1:00 pm

Joseph F. Sladky 
July 19, 1923 - August 12, 2017 

WWII Navy Lt. JG Joe 
spent his 94 years living life 
to the fullest. Joe cherished 
his wife Dorothy for 70 years 

a memorial donation to a 
charity improving animal 
welfare.

David J. Cromie 
It is with great sadness 

that the family of David J. 
Cromie, announce his pass-
ing on Wednesday, August 9, 
2017, at the age of 37 years.

David will be forever 
remembered by his beautiful 

daughter 
C a l l i e , 
and her 
mother, 
P a u l a 
Cavagn-
aro, his 
l o v i n g 
parents, 
K a r e n 
Thomas 

and Jim Cromie; two sisters,  
Christina Jarema and Kim-
berly Allegrina, and many 
friends both personal and 
professional. 

He enjoyed fishing, 
camping, boating, and driv-
ing his Challenger. He was 
always able to make you 
laugh, could charm anyone, 
and would do anything to 
help a friend. His favorite 
person on this earth was his 
daughter, Callie. He loved 
to snuggle with and tickle 
her most of all. To all that 
knew him, his passing is a 
devastating loss. 

The family received 
friends during the viewing 
on August 15 at Callaghan 
Mortuary 3833 East Av-
enue, Livermore. A funeral 
Service in memory of David 
followed, Todd Hendricks 
officiated. Interment was  in 
the Memory Gardens Cem-
etery at 3873 East Avenue.

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Cromie family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

William James Stroh 
William James Stroh was 

born on June 14, 1948 
in Castro Valley, California. 
Bill had lived a very inter-
esting and exciting life. Bill 
passed away in Carmichael 
California on July 31, 2017.

Bill had been an owner of 
a very successful Typeset-

and eleven grandchildren, 
Briana Granados, Janessa 
Hort, Kelleigh Hort, Drake 
Granados, Noah Granados, 
Mathew Martin, Jeff Ber-
nacil, Jason Bernacil, Erica 
Granados, Julia Granados, 
Annalisa Pulliam. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, James and 
DeLoise Bisgard; her sister, 
DeLoise Peacock; her broth-
ers, Ronald Bisgard, Soren 
Bisgard, Gregory Bisgard, 
and Dale Bisgard; and her 
grandson, Joseph Martin.

A small gathering to cel-
ebrate Carol’s life took place 
August 5, 2017 between 
10:00 AM and 1:00 PM at 
her house, in Red Bluff, 
CA.  Funeral services will 
take place at Saint Leander’s 
Church, at 550 W Estudillo 
Avenue, in San Leandro, CA 
94577 on Friday August 18, 
2017 at 10:00 AM.  Follow-
ing the services, Carol will 
be laid to rest at Evergreen 
Cemetery, 6450 Camden 
St. in Oakland, CA 94605.  
Friends and family are in-
vited to attend her celebra-
tion of life shortly thereafter 
at 16586 Kildare Rd. in San 
Leandro, CA 94578. The 
family is grateful for all the 
support, condolences, and 
kind words.

To view this obituary on-
line and leave condolences 
for the family please go 
online to NewtonBracewell.
com 

Hugh H. Handley
June 29, 1926 – July 27, 2017
Long Time Resident of Pleas-
anton

Hugh passed away on 
Thursday, July 27, 2017 
due to cancer. He was 91 
years old. Hugh was a long-
time resident of Pleasanton, 

C A w h o 
e n j o y e d 
the great 
outdoors, 
f i s h i n g , 
hiking and 
camping . 
He loved 
h a n g i n g 
o u t  w i t h 

family and enjoyed a good 
game of cards. He was em-
ployed at Lawrence Liver-
more National Lab as an 
engineer for 37 years. 

Mrs. Carol Ann 
Granados 

Mrs. Carol Ann Gra-
nados, of Red Bluff, CA, 
passed away on Thursday, 
July 20, 2017 at the age 
of 82.

Carol was born to parents, 
J a m e s 
and DeL-
oise Bis-
gard on 
January 
10, 1935 
in Oak-
land, CA. 
She grew 
up as the 
s e c o n d 
eldest of 

nine and attended Fremont 
High School in Oakland. 
After high school, Carol 
worked as a telephone op-
erator, until she married 
Ismael Manual Granados, in 
1967, and they had two sons.  
Later she worked as a Key-
punch operator in the Bay 
Area, until she moved with 
her two sons to Red Bluff 
in 1981.  She eventually 
retired from Tehama County 
in 2000, where she worked 
as an Account Clerk at the 
District Attorney’s office.

Carol enjoyed danc-
ing, crocheting and knit-
ting, watching the birds 
that frequented her yard, 
and spending time with her 
grandchildren. Usually with 
a loving German Shepherd 
by her side.  She loved to 
crochet blankets for family 
and friends, and baby outfits 
for whomever she knew that 
was welcoming a new baby 
into their home. Her blan-
kets and baby outfits will 
continue to keep her family 
and friends warm for years 
to come.

Carol is survived by her 
son, Brian “Tino” Grana-
dos, his wife Dawn Nguyen 
Granados; her son Antho-
ny James Granados, his 
wife Danielle Granados; 
Stepson David Granados, 
his wife Isabel Granados; 
Stepdaughter Alice Martin, 
her Husband Bill Martin; 
Stepdaughter Renee Gra-
nados; Stepdaughter Anita 
Bernacil, her husband Jeff 
Bernacil; her sisters, Joan 
Thomas, Yvonne Jones, 
brother, James Bisgard; 
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A Non-Attorney  
Alternative
Paralegal Services

• Divorce • Deeds  
• Probate • Living Trust

I am not an attorney. I can only 
provide self-help service  
at your specific direction.  
Reg Alameda County #96. 
Charlotte R Hargrave LDA

CALL NOW!
(925) 577-4736

www.atlasdp.com
Atlas Document 
Preparation 
Services

120 Spring St, PLS

OBITUARIes
Hugh served proudly in 

World War 2 as a sergeant in 
the Air Force. It was during 
this time, he developed his 
love for engineering. After 
the war, he took full advan-
tage of the GI bill and went 
to college in Santa Barbara, 
CA. It was there that he fell 
in love and married his first 
wife, Valree Stewart. 

After college, he went to 
work at the Alameda Naval 
Air Station and started his 
family. Hugh and Valree had 
three children: a son, Buzz 
who passed away on July 
8, 1992; a daughter, Connie 
Fennell who lives in Red-
mond, OR and a daughter, 
Polly Marble who lives in 
Patterson, CA.

Hugh took a position at 
the lab in Livermore and 
while commuting through 
Pleasanton knew this would 
be a great place to raise a 
family and moved there in 
1957. 

Valree passed away at the 
young age of 54. Hugh felt 
fortunate to have his friends 
and colleagues at the lab to 
see him thru this difficult 
time. 

It was at the lab several 
years later that he met, fell 
in love and married Kar-
en Cassady. They enjoyed 
many happily married years 
together. They traveled to 
many different countries 
as well as taking endless 
camping and fishing trips. 
When Hugh married Karen, 
he gained two daughters, 
Beverly Thornton of Pleas-
anton, CA and Kari Cave of 
Parker, CO. Karen passed 
away from cancer in 2006.

During his last years, 
Hugh enjoyed making 
friends at Brookdale As-
sisted Living in San Ramon. 
He enjoyed playing cards 
with the ladies and the staff 
enjoyed his company also. 

Hugh is survived by his 
4 daughters Connie, Bev-
erly, Polly and Kari and 8 
grandchildren Russell, Tyler, 
Kaylin, Erin, Sam, Jake, 
Aileen and Victoria. He en-
joyed spending quality time 
with his grandchildren and 
watching Sam and Jake’s 
baseball games.

In keeping with Hugh's 
wishes, family and friends 
are encouraged to make 

za, perhaps with an arched 
walkway surrounding the 
open area as in Piazza San 
Marco in Venice. (Please 
google this if you haven’t 
been there) or the stately 
facades as in Piazza Na-
vona in Rome (again, please 
google). Hopefully an ex-
tremely artistic architect 
can be hired to make the 
surrounding buildings of 
the plaza a harmonious and 
pleasing vision, yet eclectic 
enough to have personality 
and charm. Clearly, we are 
not Rome, nor Venice, but 
it does not mean that we 
cannot have something ar-
tistically exceptional in our 
downtown.

• The central plaza is a 
place to go when there is no 
place to go. It is a place to 
say, “Hey, I will meet you at 
the central plaza.”

All over Europe, South 
America, and Central Amer-
ica and almost every con-
tinent in the world, central 
plazas are abundant, not 
just in downtown areas, 
but in each neighborhood 
throughout the larger cities. 
They are plentiful because 
they work! They define and 
reflect the personality, and 
the nature of each com-
munity and provide a sense 
of belonging. The plazas 
are loved by the people of 
each district who can find 
a spontaneous gathering 
place, a meeting place, a 
place to start an evening of 
enjoyment.

The land in question, is 
owned by the city of Liver-
more. That means it belongs 
to all of us. Please write to 
the City of Livermore Steer-
ing Committee at City Hall 
and tell them we need a cen-
tral plaza with a fountain in 

the middle. We do not have 
a beach front, a lake front, or 
a river front. Nor do we have 
a spectacular view of huge 
mountains. However, we do 
have a nice downtown that 
needs a central plaza.

Clearly, there are a hand-
ful of businesses and devel-
opers who stand to make a 
fortune on the downtown 
development. So, of course, 
they would love to cram as 
many buildings, condos and 
shops in those 8 acres as 
they possibly can. Who can 
blame them? If it was my 
job to make money stuffing 
buildings into every inch of 
land available, especially 
prime downtown real estate 
like the one in question, I 
would be pushing for any-
thing except open space. 
That is why it is our job, the 
people of Livermore, to lock 
arms and not let them ruin 
this chance for us to have 
something unique, open, 
and beautiful, instead of a 
cramped, corporate down-
town like so many small 
towns across the country. 
Do not sit by and let them 
do this!

The MacCracken archi-
tectural project with the 
raised “open space” is es-
pecially off the mark. With 
all due respect, the words 
“cockamamie” and “hair-
brained” come to mind. Of 
course, it would be great 
for the MacCracken com-
pany because with that plan, 
they could cram buildings 
on every inch of the eight 
acres of downtown prop-
erty, then cover it with a 
second-story open space 
area that people would have 
to take an elevator to reach 
or climb a sloping walkway 
to find. Furthermore, all of 
the buildings below would 
be deprived of something 

(continued from page 8) everything and everyone has 
a right to – sunshine!

 Paris is called the city of 
light, not because of elec-
tric lights. It is for the open 
spaces it provides its fortu-
nate citizens. This is from 
Wikipedia: “Paris is known 
as the City of Light. Part of 
the credit for this soubriquet 
can be ascribed to long-
standing city ordinances that 
have restricted the height of 
buildings in the central city. 
A more modest skyline, in-
terrupted only by the Eiffel 
Tower, the Tour Montpar-
nasse, Sacré-Coeur, and a 
few church steeples, lends 
this city's citizens virtually 
unfettered access to natural 
light. Nonetheless, another 
significant contributor to the 
feeling of openness in Paris 
is the vast number of pub-
lic spaces, both green and 
paved, interspersed through-
out all twenty arrondisse-
ments, that afford the citizen 
the opportunity to escape, if 
only momentarily, his urban 
environment and partake of 
air and light like his cousins 
in the provinces.”

European cities are not 
the only cities that value the 
beauty of fountains and pla-
zas. Kansas City, Missouri is 
a nice example of a city that 
has embraced beauty over 
commercial real estate. It is 
said to have more beautiful 
fountains than Rome, Italy. 
Again, please google it.

We should learn from 
the magnificent cities of the 
world and not be railroaded 
by the developers. Let’s do 
something fabulous with our 
downtown. 

Write to the Indepen-
dent Newspaper, and to the 
City of Livermore, c/o The 
Downtown Steering Com-
mittee and let them know 
that you want a downtown 
plaza!

MAILBOX

Lawrence Livermore 
Nat iona l  Labora to ry 
(LLNL) scientists have 
developed a technique that 
helps extract hydrogen 
from water efficiently and 
cheaply.

Hydrogen can be used 
as a clean fuel in fuel cells, 
which produce power, with 
water and heat as the only 
byproducts. As a zero-
emission fuel, the hydro-
gen can be recombined 
with oxygen to produce 
electric power on demand, 
such as onboard a fuel-cell 
vehicle.

The Livermore team 
and collaborators at Rice 
University (link is exter-
nal) and San Diego State 
University (link is exter-
nal) turned to electricity 
to produce clean hydrogen 
fuel by splitting water 
molecules, which are made 
of oxygen and hydrogen 
atoms. The researchers 
discovered a new class of 
cheap and efficient cata-
lysts to facilitate the wa-
ter splitting process. The 
research appears in the 
July 31 edition of Nature 
Energy (link is external).

"Hydrogen gas has 
immense potential as a 
source of sustainable fuel, 
because it generates no 
carbon emissions," said 
LLNL co-author Brandon 
Wood. "It can be produced 
from multiple sources, but 
the holy grail is to make it 
from water." Wood also 
is a principal investiga-
tor for the Department of 
Energy Office of Energy 

It’s something in the water: 
LLNL scientists extract hydrogen 
as potential fuel source

Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy (link is external)'s 
(EERE) HydroGEN Ad-
vanced Water Splitting 
Materials Consortium (link 
is external), an Energy 
Materials Network node 
focused on hydrogen pro-
duction from water.

Extracting hydrogen 
from water using elec-
tricity is a fairly straight-
forward process, but it 
is inefficient and usually 
takes a lot of energy. The 
efficiency can be improved 
using catalysts, which of-
ten are made of expensive 
precious metals, such as 
platinum.

The Lawrence Liver-
more team sought to come 
up with a cheaper way to 
efficiently split the water 
molecules.

To solve the problem, 
Wood and lead author 
Yuanyue Liu -- a Liver-
more summer intern with 
Wood -- turned to a class 
of catalysts based on tran-
sition-metal dichalcogen-
ides (MX2), which have 
generated a great deal of 
interest for water splitting. 
The issue with the MX2 
materials that currently are 
used (based on molybde-
num and tungsten) is that 
only the exposed edges 
of the catalysts are active. 
Instead, Wood, Liu and 
colleagues used quantum-
mechanical calculations 
to reveal underlying elec-
tronic factors that would 
make the entire surfaces of 
the MX2 materials active 

for catalysis. These "de-
scriptors" were then used 
to computationally screen 
MX2 candidates that could 
make better water-splitting 
catalysts.

Researchers from Rice 
University experimentally 
validated the calculations 
by synthesizing and testing 
two of the proposed ma-
terials, tantalum disulfide 
and niobium disulfide. 
Beyond confirming that 
the materials' surfaces 
were active toward water 
splitting, they discovered 
that the materials had an 
unusual ability to opti-
mize their shape as they 
evolved hydrogen gas. 
This allowed the materi-
als to achieve even better 
performance.

"The self-optimizing 
behavior and surface activ-
ity mean high performance 
can be achieved with only 
minimal catalyst loading," 
Wood said. "It's a huge 
advantage for scalable pro-
cessing, since there's no 
need to turn to expensive 
techniques like nanostruc-
turing. Our work opens 
the door to using this type 
of catalyst, and our theo-
retical descriptor should 
make it easy to assess 
water-splitting activity in 
similar classes of layered 
materials."

Other Livermore re-
searchers include Morris 
Wang and Tadashi Ogitsu. 
LLNL's work was funded 
by EERE's Fuel Cell Tech-
nologies .
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THANK YOU!
Thanks to YOU, we kept our community and over 600 graduating 
seniors SAFE and SOBER on the night of graduation. A BIG Shout 
Out to the MANY volunteers and families whose support kept 
our students drug and alcohol free on this milestone occasion.

1st Treat Yogurt
3 Steve’s Winery
Adam J. Clark Photography
Altamont Cruisers
Bath Shoppe
Best Buy
Black Sky Limousines
Campo di Bocce
Caratti Jewelers
Carls Junior
Casa Mexico
Casa Orozco 
Chilis
Culligan Water
DD lift 
Denica’s
Deputy Sherrifs’ Association  
 of Alameda County
Dickeys Barbeque Pit
El Charro Mexican Food & Cantina
Flacas Salsa
Four Ranges Lead Inspectors
Google
Granada Bingo
Grocery Outlet
Ideal Restoration LLC 
Interfaith Sharing Food Pantry
Inti Chan Massage Therapy
Jamba Juice
Jan Sport Apparel Corporation
Jay Frost-BBQ
John Muir Health Services
Leisure Street Winery
LHS Alumni Association
LHS Athletic Boosters
Life Expressions
LifeStyle Rx
Little Caesars
Liv Bag Lady
Livermore and Granada High School  
 Custodial Department
Livermore Chiropractic

Livermore Citizen’s Police Academy
Livermore Dental Care
Livermore Harley-Davidson
Livermore Valley Florist
Livermore Valley Joint Unified  
 School District 
Logitech
LVJUSD Campus Catering
Make-Up by Kristen Heller
McGrail Vineyards and Winery
Melo’s Pizza & Pasta Livermore
Mountain Mikes
Mr. Pickle’s Sandwhich Shop
Olive Oil Company
Orchard Hardware Supply
Page Mill Winery
Pampered Chef
Panda Express
Patxi’s Pizza
Paula Carvahlo’s Designs
Piazza for Hair
Pizza Guys
Plunder Jewlery
Robert Half Company  
 Matching Program
S.A.S.S.Y. Dance Garters
Sauced BBQ & Spirits
Slushy Machine
So Unique Painting & Decorating
Subway
Sugar ‘n Spice
Tastefully Simple
Tennyson Electric
Teresa Sylvester Painting
The Daily Grind Espresso Bar & Café
The Habit
Uncle Yu’s at the Vineyard
Uptown Girls
Waste Management
Workday Company Matching Program
Working Man Brewing Company
Younique Makeup

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000                     

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533084
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Liberty Tax 
4031, 1358 Railroad Ave, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
J & A Tax Svcs, 1358 Rail-
road Ave, Livermore, CA  
94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: June 21, 2012
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Agustin Lopez, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 12, 2017. Expires 
July 12, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4170. Published July 27, 
August 3, 10, 17, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533319
The following person(s) 
doing business as: R.A.S. 
Construction, Inc, 924 E. 
Mockingbird Lane, Pleas-
anton, CA  94566, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
R.A.S. Construction, Inc, 
924 E. Mockingbird Lane, 
Pleasanton, CA  94566
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: January 17, 
2001
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Rick Spencer, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 18, 2017. Expires 
July 18, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4171. Published July 27, 
August 3, 10, 17, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 532949
The following person(s) do-

ing business as: So Kasyn!, 
423 Virginia Dr, Livermore, 
CA  94550, is hereby reg-
istered by the following 
owner(s):
Sonja K. Penticuff, 423 Vir-
ginia Dr, Livermore, CA  
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Sonja K. Penticuff
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 10, 2017. Expires 
July 10, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4172. Published July 27, 
August 3, 10, 17, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533449
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Livermore 
Casino, 3571 First Street, 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Sidjon Corporation, 3571 

First Street, Livermore, CA  
94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: August 7, 2007
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Sidney Ahn, Vice Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 24, 2017. Expires 
July 24, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4173. Published July 27, 
August 3, 10, 17, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533372
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Mindfulness 
Facials, 3409 Leahy Way, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mastora J. Hashimi, 17401 
Pheasant Down Rd, Lathrop, 
CA  95330
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-

istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Mastora J. Hashimi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 20, 2017. Expires 
July 20, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4174. Published July 27, 
August 3, 10, 17, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533620
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Change of 
Heart Consignment Bou-
tique, 647 Main St, Pleas-
anton, CA  94566, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
DeVonne Fields, 463 Gen-
eral Lane, Tracy, CA  95377
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: DeVonne Fields, Owner

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 26, 2017. Expires 
July 26, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4175. Published August 3, 
10, 17, 24, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533588
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Livermore 
Food Tours, 50 Wright 
Brothers Ave, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
1)True North Services Inc, 
50 Wright Brothers Ave, 
Livermore CA 94551 2)Mony 
Nop, LLC, 1926 Railroad 
Ave, Suite 102, Livermore, 
CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by a General Partnership
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: June 5, 2017
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Keven R. Hempel, Presi-
dent/True North Services Inc
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 

on July 26, 2017. Expires 
July 26, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4176. Published August 3, 
10, 17, 24, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533038
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The Money 
Boss, 2658 Lucca Court, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
L Michelle Boss LLC, 2658 
Lucca Court, Livermore, 
CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: L. Michelle Boss, Mem-
ber
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 11, 2017. Expires 
July 11, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4177. Published August 3, 
10, 17, 24, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533856
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Certified 
Heating & Air Conditioning, 
5040 Commercial Cir, Unit 
C, Concord, CA  94520, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Kejet Inc., 1612 Amber 
Lane, Brentwood, CA  94513
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: July 2016
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Bryan Arlaud, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 1, 2017. Expires 
August 1, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4178. Published August 10, 
17, 24, 31, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533819
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Cafe Joy, 
5776 Stoneridge Mall Road, 

By Cher Wollard
If you are planning to sell your home, 

chances are you will hire a professional real 
estate agent to assist you in the process. You 
know you have to sign a contract, and that 
you will pay a fee at the end of the transac-
tion. But what, exactly, should you expect 
your agent to do for you?

Sellers' agents, sometimes referred to as 
listing agents, have five main obligations to 
their clients: 

1. Act in the best interest of the clients, 
putting their financial good ahead of their 
own, the broker’s or anyone else, while 
treating all parties fairly. This is known as a 
fiduciary duty. Buyers’ agents have a similar 
duty to their clients.

2. Market the property to the best of their 
ability.

3. Skillfully negotiate price and terms to 
the best advantage of the client.

4. Disclose known material facts about 
the property to their clients, and ensure their 
clients disclose such facts to the buyers.

5. Act with honesty and integrity in 
counseling their clients and helping them 
navigate the escrow process.

Those are pretty broad strokes. So what 
that actually means  the agent is going to 
earn his or her commission.

Different agents work differently. Certain 
brokerages have business models that limit 
or expand the services they provide. And 
every transaction is unique.

But here’s a list of some of the important 
tasks you might expect a full-service Realtor 
to provide:

*Prepare a legally binding listing agree-
ment that clearly spells out expectations and 
obligations for you and the broker. In our 
area, real estate salespersons who are also 
Realtors generally use the contract drafted 
by attorneys with the California Association 
of Realtors. This contract provides flexibility 
to reflect your specific situation and your 
Realtor’s business practices, in terms of 
length of contract, timeframe for listing the 
property, broker fees and other variables. 

• Consult with you regarding the expected 
timetable for preparing your home, listing 
and marketing your home, reviewing offers, 
and closing the sale.

• Assist in preparing the home for mar-
ket – cleaning, decluttering, staging and 
ensuring you have met state requirements 
regarding smoke detectors, carbon monox-
ide detectors, and bracing and strapping of 
the hot water heater.

• Arrange any pre-sale inspections, re-
pairs, pre-escrow and home warranty, you 
and your Realtor have decided on.

• Provide information about comparable 
sales in your neighborhood and counsel 
you on how to price your home to sell. Re-
member, it’s your property. You decide the 
list price and what price you will ultimately 
accept, but your experienced professional is 
there to provide honest input and to guide 
you in making smart decisions.

• Arrange for photographs to be taken 
of the interior and exterior of the home. 
Some agents take their own photographs. 
Others hire professionals to provide color 
pictures, possibly including virtual tours, 
3-d photographs or even floorplans. In some 
cases, especially country property, aerial 
photographs taken by drones or an aerial 
photographer may be called for.

• Create flyers.
• Order a yard sign and possibly a flyer 

box.
• Input the home on the Multiple Listing 

Service, including photographs, information 
about the home, showing instructions for 
other agents, and keep it updated throughout 
the process. The MLS is the surest way to 
get information about your home out to other 
agents. Without the MLS, you have only 
one agent working on your behalf. With it, 
you have the thousands of agents who are 
members of that service working to find the 
right buyer for your property.

• Install a lockbox so these other agents 

can show the home to prospective buyers 
when you’re not home.

• Advertise and promote the property – 
through his or her website, online and/or 
print advertising, and social media. Your 
agent may also populate other real estate 
websites with information about your prop-
erty, perhaps even creating a unique site to 
market the home.

• Market the property to other agents 
through office meetings, marketing groups, 
networking groups, brokers’ tour and email 
blasts.

• Hold Open Houses so the public can 
easily view the home.

• Perhaps show the home to buyers he or 
she is working with.

• Council you on the pros and cons of 
any offer that comes in so you can make 
an informed decision about whether to ac-
cept, reject or counter it. This may include 
consulting with the buyer’s loan officer on 
likelihood of closing in a timely manner.

• Negotiate the best possible price and 
terms on your behalf.

• Work with the buyer’s agent to ensure 
timelines are met and funds properly de-
posited. 

• Assist you in completing required seller 
disclosures and then providing those to the 
buyers. In fact, both agents are required 
to disclose materials facts known to them 
about the property and the neighborhood. In 
California, we generally use a form called 
the Agent Visual Inspection Disclosure, or 
AVID for short.

• Order HOA documents, if appropri-
ate, as well as any reports and warranties  
required by law and/or the contract, and 
convey those to the buyer.

• Keep you informed about inspections 
scheduled by the buyer’s agent and arrange 
to get copies of all reports issued. Many 
seller’s agents are present at least for the 
“wrap up” by inspectors, so they clarify any 
issues that may arise. 

• As for the appraisal, many listing agents 
meet the appraiser at the property, providing 
information about comparable sales used in 
determining the list price. Appraisers often 
have questions about how many offers were 
received; if any others were near or above 
the price accepted; what concessions, if any, 
the sellers are making to the buyers, such as 
covering part of their closing costs; if there 
are factors that impact the desirability of the 
neighborhood, such as proximity to schools. 
All of this affects the appraised value, which 
in turn can affect whether or not the transac-
tion will close on time – or at all.

• Should the buyer request repairs, your 
agent will council you on your options 
and, if appropriate, negotiate terms on your 
behalf.

• Arrange for all agreed-upon repairs to 
be completed before close of escrow. 

• Ensure buyer removes contingencies 
as agreed in the contract and, if not, work 
with you to ensure a positive outcome. Work 
with buyer’s agent to handle any unforeseen 
issues that arise.

• Schedule a time and place for you to 
sign closing documents. Many agents attend 
these signings, in case you have questions 
the signing agent can’t answer. Your Realtor 
will also make sure the escrow officer has 
clear instructions about how proceeds from 
the sale are to be transmitted to you.

• Call, text or email you when the buyer’s 
loan has funded, your liens have been paid 
and the deed is recorded.

• Hand you the keys to your new home! 
Then keep in touch, in case you have ques-
tions down the road, or you want to refer 
your wonderful Realtor to someone you 
know who needs a great agent.

If you are thinking about selling or buy-
ing property, contact your local Realtor 
today.

Next time: What does a buyer’s Realtor 
do?

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices  

Drysdale Properties, Livermore. 

What Does a Seller’s Realtor Do?

sHORT nOTes
Tracking Club

A Tracking Club meeting will be  held 
by the  Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District ranger staff on Sat., Aug. 19. Meet 
Ranger Doug Sousa at 6 p.m. in Sycamore 
Grove Park, 1051 Wetmore Road. 

All are welcome to join the new Syca-
more Grove Tracking Club to talk about 
all things related to tracking. Open Space 
staff will share tracking knowledge, and 
participants can learn how to cast tracks in 
plaster. This program is intended for adults 
and supervised kids age 8 and older. Well-
behaved younger children are welcome to 
attend with their family.

There is a $7 per vehicle parking fee at 
either entrance to Sycamore Grove Park. 
A $3 donation is requested to help support 
the programs unless other fees are specified. 
There is an annual parking pass available 
that provides significant savings over the 
daily fee for regular park visitors. Partici-
pants may call 925-960-2400 for more in-
formation. Advance registration is required 
for some programs.

Community Gift Program
Applications are due Friday, Aug. 18, 

for the Lawrence Livermore National Se-
curity, LLC (LLNS) 2017 Community Gift 
Program.

Established in 2008, the Community 
Gift Program provides a total of $100,000 
in awards to support nonprofit organizations 
addressing STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) education, 
community service and philanthropic needs 
of local and surrounding communities.

Nonprofit California educational institu-
tions, IRS-qualified 501(c)(3) organizations 
and government agencies serving Alameda, 
Contra Costa and San Joaquin counties are 
eligible to apply. Gifts will be awarded in 
amounts from $1,000 to $20,000.

In 2016, the Community Gift Program 
received 81 applications for grants. Thirty-
four applications were selected for awards, 
the majority of which served children in the 
Tri-Valley and San Joaquin County, with 
a focus on literacy, STEM education and 
cultural arts.

All organizations interested in applying 
to the LLNS Community Gift Program 
must be sustainable and financially viable 
and accountable for spending and program 
results. All applicants will be notified of the 
outcome of their proposal by Oct. 19.

More information on LLNS and its 
Community Gift Program is available at 
www.llnsllc.com. For an application, go 
to the Web at http://www.llnsllc.com/com-
munityGiving/llnsgift.asp.
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Cable Installers Wanted!
Immediate openings for Cable Installers

No experience necessary, we will train.

$5,000 Bonus for experienced techs  
$2,500 Bonus for no experience

Benefits - Health, Dental, Vision, 401K 
Company vehicle with gas card provided

Bring current DMW report to interview. 
Call (916) 215-9309 to apply.

Open Interviews Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 
1920 Mark Ct. #190, Concord, CA

e

Don Faught, CRS, GRI
Vice President & Managing Broker 
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
BRE# 00971395

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative company to help you take your business to the next 
level?

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team. We are a family owned company founded on integrity, professionalism and 
accountability, through a  motivated and support driven team. We have 32 offices in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and ranked #5 in the nation for agent productivity.

We will provide you with the support of a great sales team and an atmosphere of energetic, enthusiastic and 
successful real estate professionals. We have an extensive training program with skilled Mentors with proven 
results who can help you launch a NEW BUSINESS or reignite YOUR EXISTING CAREER.

Mark James
Pleasanton Office Development
REALTOR®  
Mobile: 925.216.0454 
Office: 925.251.1111 
markjames@apr.com  
www.apr.com/markjames 
BRE# 00697341

Mark Kotch
East Bay Director of  
Career Development
REALTOR®  
925.989.1581
markkotch@apr.com
BRE# 01409780

Don Faught
Vice President &  

Managing Broker
925.251.1111

dfaught@apr.com

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a  
NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED  

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative 
company to help you take your business to the next level?  

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team.

Gail Henneberry
REALTOR®

925.980.1900
ghenneberry@apr.com
ghenneberry.apr.com

Jo Ann Luisi
REALTOR®

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
JoAnnLuisi.com

Kim Ott
REALTOR®

510.220.0703
kim@kimott.com
KimOtt.com

Alain Pinel Realtors is Pleased  
to Announce Our Association  
with Tracey Esling  
in Our Pleasanton Office

Experience The Difference  
Tracey Esling   925.366.8275    
tesling.apr.com

Tracey Esling
REALTOR®

925.366.8275
tesling@apr.com
tesling.apr.com

Dan Gamache
REALTOR®

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
TriValleyHomeSearch.com

Amanda Pereira
REALTOR®

925.518.2887
apereira@apr.com
apereira.apr.com

Maureen Nokes
Broker Associate

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
mnokes.apr.com

Sally Blaze
REALTOR®

925.998.1284
sblaze@apr.com
sblaze.apr.com

Kris Moxley
REALTOR®

925.519.9080
kmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Robin Young
REALTOR®

510.757.5901
ryoung@apr.com
ryoung.apr.com

Kelly King
REALTOR®

510.714.7231
lkking@apr.com
lkking.apr.com

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
LindaFutral.com

Kat Gaskins
REALTOR®

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
KatGaskins.com

Miranda Mattos
REALTOR®

925.336.7653
miranda@apr.com
miranda.apr.com

Tyler Moxley
Broker Associate

925.518.1083
tmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Daniel Alpher
REALTOR®

925.548.6500
daniel@apr.com 
daniel.apr.com

Tim McGuire
REALTOR®

925.463.SOLD
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcGuire.net

Gina Huggins
Broker Associate

925.640.3762
ghuggins@apr.com
ghuggins.apr.com

Judy Turner
REALTOR®

925.518.3115
jturner@apr.com
jturner.apr.com

Linda Traurig
REALTOR®

925.621.4073
ltraurig@apr.com
ltraurig.apr.com

Colton King
REALTOR®

925.980.6209
cking@apr.com
cking.apr.com

Lily McClanahan
REALTOR®

925.209.9328
lilym@apr.com
lilymc.apr.com

Blaise Lofland Real 
Estate Group
925.846.6500
blofland@blaiselofland.com
blaiselofland.com

Justin Ramos
REALTOR®

510.673.7004
jramos@apr.com
jramos.apr.com

Lynn Borley
REALTOR®

925.487.3371
lynnb@apr.com
lynnb.apr.com

Sara Lovett
REALTOR®

925.518.8177
slovett@apr.com
slovett.apr.com

Leigh Anne Hoffman
REALTOR®

925.918.2912
hoffmanhomesales@gmail.com

lhoffman.apr.com

Leslie Faught
REALTOR®

925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
LeslieFaught.com

homes@ellengoold.com
CA LIC #01926766

Helping you every step of the way!

Ryan Anderson
(925) 371-RYAN (7926)

www.371RYAN.com
ryan@371ryan.com

BRE#01254257

1789 Fourth St
Livermore, CA

dennis serrao
Broker Associate /REALTOR
Serving Livermore & Tri-Valley since 1999
dennis.rebroker@gmail.com
TriValleyHomesellers.com
(925) 876-3756
Cal BRE#01251442

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

               

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

www.GreciGroup.com
BRE#01323804 BRE#01707140 

GRIGRI

Team Evans  
Excellence in Real Estate

Craig & Rebecca Evans
CalBRE #01971528 | #01498025

TeamEvansRealEstate.com
925.784.2870

sabrina bascom
(925) 337-0194

sabrina.bascom@bhgtrivalley.com
Cal BRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

Gene Williams  
REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325
www.WilliamsReGroup.com 

cindy Williams 
REALTOR®, CRS & GRI

(925) 918-2045

Michelle Elliott
Mortgage Banker
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616
michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott
NMLS ID: 694685

Mortgage Banking
275 S K Street

Livermore, CA 94550

sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

CalBRE#00855150

WWW.sandeeU.com
Specializing in 

Livermore’s  
Finest HomesOver Two Decades of Experience!

Kristy Peixoto 
and ComPany
estates, ranches & Land realtors

(925) 251-2536
kpeixoto@rockcliff.com
estatesandranches.com
CalBre #01256255

Professionals Choice  
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading  
Real Estate Professionals & Services

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

Cal BRE
#01709171

Linda newton
RealtoR®, GRI, SReS
(925) 216-2015

Lindanewtonre@gmail.com
Lindanewtonrealestate.com

CalBRE# 01312631

Donna  
Garrison
925.980.0273

susan  
schall

925.519.8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
FabulousProperties.net

Ca BRe lic. # 01395362, 01735040, 01964566

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account
Representative At (925) 243-8001

Brett D. Caires
Working harder for you since 1987

925.449.5888
brettdcaires@gmail.com
LIC#00958328

Top Producing Livermore  
Realtor since 1999

www.IvyLoGerfo.com
(925) 998-5312

 Ivy
    LoGerfoCalBRE#01267853

Prestige  
Real Estate Service

Pleasanton, CA  94588, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
1)Taj N. Kamkar 2)Ali M. 
Kamkar, 2833 Alnwick Ave 
#4, Livermore, CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Taj N. Kamkar
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 31, 2017. Expires 
July 31, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4179. Published August 10, 
17, 24, 31, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533898
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The En-
hanced Home, 207 Lee 
Ave, Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
1)Gloria Landavazo, 207 Lee 
Ave, Livermore CA 94551 2)
Deborah Borges, 5886 Emily 
Way, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by Co-partners
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Gloria Landavazo, Gen-
eral Partner
/s/: Deborah Borges, Gen-
eral Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 2, 2017. Expires 
August 2, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4180. Published August 10, 
17, 24, 31, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533349
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: LIVE LOVE 
LASH, 4372 Chaucer Court, 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Greta Halim, 4372 Chaucer 
Court, Livermore, CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Greta Halim, Owner
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 19, 2017. Expires 
July 19, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4181. Published August 10, 
17, 24, 31, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 533956
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: LIVE LOVE 
LASH STUDIO, 4372 Chau-
cer Court, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Greta Halim, 4372 Chaucer 
Court, Livermore, CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Greta Halim, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 3, 2017. Expires 
August 3, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4182. Published August 10, 
17, 24, 31, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 534044-45

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)Gen 5 
Roof Systems 2)Cost U Less 
Roof Repair, 3163 Indepen-
dence Dr, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Brett Moran, 2651 Shofield 
Court, Tracy, CA  95377
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Brett Moran
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 7, 2017. Expires 
August 7, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4183. Published August 17, 
24, 31, September 7, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 534255
The following person(s) 
doing business as: Botts 
Creative, 318 N. Murrieta 
Blvd, Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Shelley Botts, 318 N. Mur-
rieta Blvd, Livermore, CA  
94551
This business is conducted 

by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: January 1, 
2015
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Shelley Botts, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 14, 2017. Expires 
August 14, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4184. Published August 17, 
24, 31, September 7, 2017.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at  
(925)426-8656

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer 
opportunities, and how to 
donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption. 

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 

any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156

127) LOST/ FOUND

CAMERA
Found on Mocho Street, 
near Holy Cross Church, 

on May 17th
Please call 

(925)373-3575 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contrac-
tors include their license 
numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or (800)321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
HOME FOR SALE

4828 Libra Court
Livermore 

$834,950.00 
Sale by Owner
Open House 

Sat 8/19 & Sun 8/20 
12:00pm-5:00pm

This move in ready stylish 
home is 5 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, 2076 sqft, on a huge 
9312 sqft lot.  Located on 
a quiet cul-de-sac near 
schools, shopping and the 
580 freeway.  White kitchen, 
quartz countertops, SS ap-
pliances, soft close and pull-
outs, walk in pantry, energy 
saving windows, new roof, 
new energy saving insula-
tion in attic, 2 fireplaces, 
2 car garage, RV access, 
custom storage shed, large 
covered patio and 500 sqft. 
redwood deck.

Contact Manoli Mandele-
nis for an appointment 

at:  mmandelenis@
yahoo.com 

  or call at 925-784-5497

Inland Valley 
Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 

that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. 
IVPC does not knowingly 
accept any advertisements 
that are in violation of the law. 

TO PLACE  A LEGAL 
NOTICE OR

CLASSIFIED AD IN THE 
INDEPENDENT,

Call  (925)243-8000 
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It’s like you
get paid to shop

3.00% CASH BACK
On everyday debit card purchases*

What’s Kasasa®?

Kasasa and Kasasa Cash Back are trademarks of Kasasa, Ltd., registered in the U.S.A.

*Account transactions and activities may take one or more days to post and settle to the account and all must do so during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in order to qualify for the accounts rewards. Monthly Qualification Cycle means a period beginning 1 day prior to the first day of the current statement cycle through 1 day prior to the close of the current statement cycle. ATM Fee Reimbursements: you will 
receive reimbursements up to $25 for nationwide ATM fees incurred during the Monthly Qualification Cycle in which you qualified. If you believe you have not been reimbursed the correct amount of ATM fees you must contact us within (30) calendar days after the Statement Cycle where the reimbursement was applicable in order to receive a refund. When Kasasa Cash Back qualifications are not met, no cash 
back payments are made, ATM fees are not refunded. Rates and rewards are variable and may change after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Account approval, conditions, qualifications, limits, timeframes, enrollments, log-ons and other requirements apply. No minimum deposit is required to open the account. Monthly have at least 15 debit card transactions post and settle, enrollment in online 
banking, and receipt of electronic statements are conditions of these accounts. Enrollment in electronic services and log-ons may be required to meet some of the account s qualifications. Limit 1 account per social security number. There are no recurring monthly service charges or fees to open or close this account. Contact an UNCLE Credit Union service representative for additional information, details, 
restrictions, processing limitations and enrollment instructions. Federally insured by NCUA. 

unclecu.org

And it’s easy to earn cash back...
Just do the following transactions & activities in your Kasasa Cash Back

®

 
account each monthly qualification cycle:
• At least 15 debit card purchases
• Be enrolled in and agree to receive e-statements
• Be enrolled in and log into online banking

29 years in 
real estate 

recognized
respected

recommended

®

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST ®

homes@madelinewalker.com
800-319-8991

REALTOR®, Lic. #00979099

John Boehrer
RealtoR®

925.640.7474
Cal BRE #00959167

Call 925.640.7474 | email: johnboehrer@comcast.net

Accord

1579 De Leon Way, Livermore 
Highly Sought After Sunset East Location. 

Upgrades to Home and Landscaping  
Combine For a Magnificent Single Story 

Beauty!  3BD / 2BA, 1,809 Sq.Ft. 
$879,000

OPEN SAT & SuN 1PM - 4PM

it Aug. 8. The only board 
remark came from President 
Joan Laursen, who said, 
“That was exciting. We are 
moving ahead.”

Some $1 million of the 
bond sale will go to hiring 
a consultant to look at what 
it would take to build a new 
district school. The district’s 
demographer has said that 
the district will need two 
new elementary schools at 
build-out. The $270 million 
bond total sets aside $30 
million specifically for one 
new school. 

An item on the agenda 
Aug. 8 provided informa-
tion for the context of how 
the district might approach 
building a new school and 
the costs involved. The staff 
report gave the amount of 
acreage for all schools, and 
the number of students per 
acre.

Over the years, some par-
ents and teachers have told 
the school board that class-
rooms were crowded. The 
district’s Facilities Master 
Plan, drawn up with school 
and community participation 
in 2013, recognizes the need 
for more classroom space.  

Also of interest was a 
chart that showed the cost 
of staffing a new school, 
estimated at $727,000 an-
nually, for 8.28 full-time 
equivalent (fte) positions, 
or about $87,000 per fte. 
An additional $111,000 is 
estimated for cost of utilities.

Trustees said they would 
like more information, and 
a study session to check 
details, and hear from the 
public.

EXPANSION
IN DIvERSITY
fOR READING 

The board heard an up-
date on how teachers will 
be familiarized with new 
approved materials that are 
part of the adopted program 
for English Language Arts 
(ELA) and English Lan-
guage Development. 

Literary novels are a part 
of the curriculum, which 
prompted trustee Jamie 
Hintzke to say that in the 
nine years she has been on 
the board, “Probably the one 
thing I hear from students is 
‘Whose idea was it to pick 

that book? It was horrible, 
painful.’ It was always the 
same three that I would hear 
about.”

Hintzke said it would be 
interesting to ask district 
graduates, perhaps at the 
college level, which novels 
were helpful to them as they 
moved on to college.

Director of Secondary 
Education Ken Rocha said 
that the district is already 
surveying current students, 
and could extend it to some 
alumni.

“We want to make sure 
we have novels and read-
ing selections that mirror 
our students, and have dif-
ferent perspectives. Since 
(an earlier) ELA materials 
adoption, there has been a lot 
of change in Pleasanton in 
demographics,” said Rocha.

Assistant Superinten-
dent Odie Douglas added, 
“We want to be in line with 
new laws. We’ll deal with 
cultural diversity, sexual 
identity, and ability. We want 
to have multiple voices, and 
to increase the number of 
non-fiction works.”

“There will be opportuni-
ty to bring in multiple voices 
in the selection, because we 
have a (literary) canon that 
does not necessarily repre-
sent the richness of our so-
ciety. We want to make sure 
every student finds himself 
or herself in the literature in 
which he or she reads,” said 
Douglas.

The board also heard 
from Steve McCoy-Thomp-
son, executive director of 
Pleasanton Partners in Edu-
cation (PPIE), who reported 
contributions running ahead 
of last year at this time.

Last  year,  $302,000 
was raised; this year it has 
climbed to $426,000. Mc-
Coy-Thompson said that a 
reason for the better show-
ing was the decision by the 
school board to allow PPIE 
to give funds to individual 
school sites. Parents have 
been responding enthusi-
astically, because they can 
choose what to fund. He 
said some sites have given 
funds to library assistants, 
technical assistants, and, 
even new class sections in 
the high schools.

The Livermore Valley Chamber of Commerce (LVCC) 
has  launched new initiatives and introduced new themes 
for its Wine Country Luncheon Series.

Brendan Finley, chairman of the board of directors, an-
nounced during its first agricultural themed July luncheon, 
the launch of a new LVCC website and the theme of its 
August luncheon. “We are excited to introduce new pro-
grams and tools that increase opportunities to showcase 
our members and LVCC and that strengthens the economic 
viability in this region,” said Finley.

Incorporating its new twitter hashtag, LVCC is hosting 
the first annual #LivValBiz Awards luncheon 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on August 24 at Concannon Vineyard. Roberta 
Gonzales, KPIX 5 Weather Anchor, will emcee the program. 
The luncheon will recognize LVCC member businesses 
and organizations in six categories – Best in Hospitality 
Award; Manufacturer of the Year; Dream Big Small Busi-
ness Award; Emerging New Business of the Year; Economic 
Development Award; and LVCC Achievement “Awesome-
ness Award."  

Finley also demonstrated the new LVCC website www.
livermorechamber.org during the luncheon. New graphics 
introduce visitors access to a user-friendly and mobile de-
vice responsive site; interactive maps that identify member 
locations; interactive calendar of events and member articles 
on the home page.

The LVCC monthly luncheon May-September series is 
set at various venues throughout the beautiful Livermore 
Valley wine region. On September 21, the State of the State 
with State Senator Steven Glazer and Assembly Member 
Catharine Baker will be hosted at Wente Vineyard.

For information and to make reservation for the luncheons 
visit www.livermorechamber.org or call 925-447-1606. Lun-
cheon tickets are $48 for LVCC members and their guests 
and $58 for “not-yet” LVCC members.

The Livermore Valley Chamber of Commerce is a mem-
bership organization representing more than 600 businesses 
and organizations. Its mission is to enhance the business 
environment and quality of life in the Livermore Valley 
through innovation, leadership, visionary programs and 
powerful connections.

 

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one) Livermore Chamber to Recognize Businesses
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by Laura Ness
One of the intriguing seminars held in concert with the 

Taste Our Terroir series this year was one that focused 
on rosé: fitting, given that the overall winner of the 2017 
Livermore Valley Uncorked Competition happened to be 
a rosé made by Winemaker Dave Hendrickson of Occasio. 
Rosé is definitely the big buzz these days, with people go-
ing crazy for rosés of all hues, and not just as a wine, but 
in frozen cocktails (frosé) and even in gin. Wölffer Estate 

Make Mine Rosé: Exploring Livermore Valley Styles
Vineyards on Long Island just launched a gin allegedly 
distilled from their rosé and tinted pink with grape tan-
nins. It is a pretty pale pink hue that flirts with lavender.

It says a lot that the top sparkler at the Mendocino 
Wine Competition I just judged was a Roederer NV Brut 
Rosé. They added a category for Best Rosé to this com-
petition for the first time: Navarro won it with a Grenache 
and Carginan rose.

The besottedness with rosé extends even farther: 

there’s a deodorant made by Native Cosmetics in SF 
that is rosé scented. It was launched at the beginning of 
summer in a three-pack featuring brunch aromatics that 
also included mimosa and sangria. Unsurprisingly, it was 
an instant sell-out. You can still get rose and magnolia, 
though. And, there are some righteous scents for men, too. 
But we digress!

Back to drinking. We began the seminar with a rosé of 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

(continued on page 2)
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Grenache by Cedar Moun-
tain, made by Earl Ault 
with grapes harvested from 
the Ghielmetti Vineyard 
in the saignée, or “bleed-
ing off” method. Typically, 
wines made in this fashion 
tend to be a bit darker in 
color and higher in alcohol 
than those picked at lower 
brix for classic rosés, which 
are not bled off, but pressed 
directly and made in the 
manner of white wine. 

The Cedar Mountain 
wine was picked on Sep-
tember 24, 2016, at 23.4 
Brix and given 6 hours of 
skin contact. Rhone 4600 
yeast was used, which Earl 
described as “killer.” The 
wine, which clocks in at 
15.1%, has big flavor and 
texture, with persistent 
strawberry and guava fla-
vors. It’s a not shy.

Then Steven Mirassou 
took the stage and asked 
how many people had been 
drinking rosé a long time 
and how many had just 
started recently. I’d say 
it was pretty evenly split. 
He then asked how many 
drank rosé seasonally as 
opposed to all year round. 
Most attendees were in 
the latter camp. Mirassou 
commented that he actually 
enjoys drinking rosé all day, 
“for breakfast, mostly!” he 
added, with that trademark 
smile. “Rosé has transcend-
ed the summertime staple 
thing to become a viable 
year round category,” he 
observed. 

He then explained his 
process, which is basically 
to make a white wine out of 
the Grenache grapes, which 
are picked quite low in 
sugar, and fermented with 
a Delta yeast typically used 
for whites. Although the 
wine had a pretty pink color 
at first, it dropped out dur-
ing fermentation. A teensy 
amount of red, in this case 

Syrah, was then added 
until the desired color and 
texture had been achieved 
before bottling.

Sneaky, eh? Many 
French rosés are made 
this way. It’s slightly more 
work, but it makes a more 
ethereal, delicate beverage 
that glides across the palate 
like silk on marble. Steven 
explained that the grapes 
were picked on August 18, 
2016, at about 20 Brix, 
yielding a classic French 
style rosé that comes in at 
12.3% alcohol.  It delivers 
rhubarb, lime and currant 
aromas and flavors, with 
a hint of tannin from the 
Syrah. A food wine that 
happens to pair well with 
charcuterie and goat cheese.

Next up was Longevity, 
with their robustly colored 
beauty that looks like the 
epitome of the perfect sum-
mer sipper. Winemaker Phil 
Long employed the saignée 
method to help concentrate 
the reds — Grenache, Syrah 
and Mourvedre — for the 
Longevity Debruvée red 
blend. The color is rich on 
account of the extended 

skin contact, which not 
only adds pigment, but also 
skin tannin. The result is 
a highly textural wine that 
doesn’t flow like a watery 
pink nothing, but instead, 
commands your attention. 

Its jubilant red apple, 
strawberry and pomegran-
ate orange jello flavors 
reminded me of a popular 
beverage from 
my childhood, 
Tang. Remem-
ber that? I think 
the Mercury 
astronauts drank 
it.  Turns out 
this rosé, which 
clocks in at 
14.2%, is not 
only fun to 
drink on its 
own, it also 
makes a helluva 
sangria. Ask 
winemaker Phil 
for his recipe. It was killer 
good. But he did make it 
in a fermentation bin with 
a punchdown tool.  Phil’s 
wife, Debra, pointed out 
that glass stemware floats 
nicely in the pool. This 
wine would look great bob-

bing in yours, I’m sure. 
Then, it was Collin 

Cranor's turn to share his 
secret formula. This guy 
puts so much work into this 
wine, you wonder how he 
can charge so relatively lit-
tle for it.  Made of Cab Sau-
vignon, Cab Franc, Merlot, 
Malbec and Petit Verdot, 
each is picked around 20 - 

21 Brix, and either whole 
cluster pressed or saignéed 
into stainless steel tank for 
fermentation. The wine was 
made like a white, but with 
no ML, and finished off at 
12.6% alcohol. 

Collin has been dialing 

in the rosé process for a 
few years now. The 2016 
version was primarily made 
of Merlot, and the gorgeous 
peachy pink color does the 
varietal proud. Aromas of 
mandarin, cranberry and 
currants lead to flavors of 
melon, orange pith and 
cranberry relish, with defin-
itive hints of cardamom and 
nutmeg. It’s a fascinating 
wine with a big texture and 
being made from Bordeaux 
varieties, it’s got ample 
tannin, too.  The classic 
pairing is prosciutto and 
melon. Or a ham sandwich 
on light rye.

We wrapped up with 
Bob Bossi of Dante Ro-
bere, whose zaftig Syrah 
rosé was the fullback on 
the squad: big, beefy and 
not at all shy of tannin or 
fruit. This was more like a 
medium-light red, which 
is pretty much what he 
was after. Made of 90% 
Syrah and 10% Viognier, it 
started out as a saignée of 
Syrah. The Viognier was 
added to lighten it up and 
add a floral element. “We 

kept adding the Viognier to 
dial down the harshness,” 
Bob explained. Turns out 
Bob is not much of a fan of 
white wine: this is about as 
close to a white as he will 
come. At 14.2%, it’s very 

ruby in color, packs a nose 
of strawberry punch and 
comes on like a freight train 
of ripe plums, with tannins 
that display a decidedly 
Velcro-like grippiness.

 This was an enlight-
ening seminar, on many 
levels. We learned quite a 
lot about methodology and 
winemaking philosophy, 
too. Every little step along 
the way makes a huge 
difference in the outcome. 
It’s not like spray paint-
ing, where you can go back 
and touch up, or just throw 
another coat on top of a 
goofup. Nope, you have to 
be intentional about making 
rosé. Or not. Winemaker’s 
choice rules here. 

If you listened carefully 
to Steven Mirassou and 
Collin Cranor, you got the 
distinct impression they had 
been around the block, and 
tried lots of different styles, 
hence informing their prac-
tice in the vineyard and the 
cellar. There’s no right or 
wrong way to do this. Like 
anything else in winemak-
ing, it’s all a matter of 
personal preference, and 
quite frankly, the amount of 
time, effort and money you 
want to throw at it. 

The audience was most 
curious about color and 
what that said, or did not, 
about the wine. It can be 
generalized that the darker 
the color, the higher the tan-
nin and potentially the more 
grippy the mouthfeel. But 
color really won’t tell you 
much about the flavor.  You 
just have to crack the thing 
open and taste it. That’s part 
of the ever mysterious and 
constantly beguiling appeal 
of wine.

One thing’s for sure: 
each one of these winemak-
ers will be doing something 
a wee bit differently this 
year, in search of rose-
colored perfection.

There’s no right or wrong way 
to do this. Like anything else in 
winemaking, it’s all a matter of 
personal preference, and quite 

frankly, the amount of time, effort 
and money you want to throw at it. 

WINE SEMINAR
(continued from front page)

Collin Cranor leads part of the discussion
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The Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton celebrates a 
brand new season with an opening night concert that hon-
ors 8 years of loyal Bay Area fans with a local favorite.  T 
Sisters, the   “sassy sister folk band” from Oakland, kicks 
off the season in foot-stompin’, heart-warming, down-
home style on Saturday, September 2, at 8:00 p.m.

The three sisters gained national attention on Garrison 
Keillor’s “A Prairie Home Companion” show, and have 
gone on numerous TV and radio appearances, as well as 
concertizing at venues and festivals across the country.  
Known for their energetic indie Americana folk style and 
breathtaking a cappella, their influences run the gamut 
from traditional to pop.  T Sisters’ 2014 debut album 
“Kindred Lines” was produced by folk/bluegrass legend 
Laurie Lewis.    

Firehouse Arts Center director Rob Vogt notes that he 
first heard about the group last fall when Firehouse Youth 
Programs coordinator Mark Duncanson attended their 
most recent CD release party in San Francisco.  “He said 
they had great energy, great songs and amazing sibling 
harmonies,” explains Vogt. “We’re so glad they are able 
to open our season for us.  In our ‘season of firsts’ this 
year, T Sisters happens to be the first time that 3 sisters 
have ever graced the Firehouse stage!”

Before and during the show, Cellar Door Wine Bar 
will be again running the concessions bay in the Fire-

925.373.6800    •    LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

Desi 
Comedy 
Fest

StAnDuP ComeDy 

Sat aug 19 • 8pm

KeiKo 
Matsui

A Free SPirit in 
ContemPorAry 

jAzz 

Fri aug 18 • 8pm

bothweLL FunDrAiSer

Sat aug 26 
7:30pm

Firehouse Opening Night Features T Sisters 

“the ultimate operetta
masterpiece”
     – SF Classical Voice

Yerba Buena Center, SF
August 18 - 20

Tickets: 415-978-2787

Bankhead, Livermore
August 26 - 27

Tickets: 925-373-6800

lamplighters.org

Gilbert & Sullivan’s

house Grand Atrium Lobby, offering a range of beverages, 
including wines and beers, plus snacking noshes, that can 
be taken into the concert venue. Please note, no food or 
beverages purchased outside the venue are allowed inside 
the theater.

Opening Night reserved seating tickets are $15.00-
$25.00, and can be purchased online at www.firehousearts.
org, by calling 925-931-4848, and in person at the Box 
Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.  Box Office 
hours are Wednesday - Friday 12:00 noon-6:00 p.m., 
Saturdays 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., and two hours prior to the 
performance. 

 

The T Sisters
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Members from the Amador Chapter of Questers present a $2500 check to Livermore 
Heritage Guild president, Jeff Kaskey (far right), (left to right): Judy Bates, Treasurer; 
Philomena Buonsante, Claudia Paquette, Joyce Moulden, President; Rickie Friedli/
Giono, Questers CA State 2nd V.P. The money will be used to restore a chicken coop 
to its original working state as it was used on Hagemann Ranch. Questers is an 
organization dedicated to the study, conservation and preservation of historical objects 
for the benefit of today and tomorrow. They have previously funded several Heritage 
Guild projects in addition to other Tri-Valley historical projects. The Heritage Guild 
oversees the Hagemann Ranch and is continuing to conserve and restore the property 
as an example of Livermore’s agriculture history. With this donation, “the restoration 
of the outbuildings is going much faster than we ever expected," states Kaskey. The 
Hagemann Ranch will have its next public open house on Sunday, August 27.

Towne Center Books 
will host  bestselling 
author Rhys Bowen for 
tea and conversation 
on August 22 starting 
at 11 a.m. Rhys will be 
discussing the latest book 
in her Royal Spyness 
mystery series, On Her 
Majesty’s Frightfully 
Secret Service. 

Rhys Bowen is the 
New York Times Best-
selling Author of the 
Royal Spyness Series, 
Molly Murphy Mysteries, 
and Constable Evans. She 
has won the Agatha Best 
Novel Award and has 
been nominated for the 
Edgar Best Novel. Rhys’s 
titles have received rave 
reviews around the globe.

Rhys Bowen was 
born in Bath, England, 
to a family that was half 
Welsh, half English. Rhys 
was educated at Lon-
don University and then 
began her career with the 
BBC. Rhys left the UK 
to work in Australia for 
Australian Broadcast-
ing. While there, Rhys 
met her future husband, 
a fellow Brit who was 
on his way to Califor-
nia. So Rhys packed up 
again and found herself 
in San Francisco, where 
she settled and has lived 
ever since, raising four 
children.

The Livermore Public 
Library will host The Big 
Eclipse: Big Kids Wonder 
Workshop on Monday, 
August 21, 2017 at 4:00pm 
at the Civic Center Library, 
1188 South Livermore Av-
enue.  This is a free event 
for children in grades 1-5. 

Special guest Don 
O’Brien will lead the big 
kids in a fun, hands-on 
program featuring the 
solar eclipse, as well as 
some planetary and rocket 
science.  Big Kids Wonder 
Workshops occur every 
Monday at 4pm at the 
Civic Center Library.  At-
tendees in grades 1-5 can 
enjoy Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math (STEAM) with 
storyteller John Weaver as 
he shows off his exciting 
experiments and action-
packed stories.

  For further informa-
tion,  call 925-373-5504, or 
visit the library’s website 
www.livermorelibrary.net. 

 

Whistlestop Writers will 
celebrate the end of summer 
with an open mic for writ-
ers of all genres. The event 
takes place on Wednesday, 
August 23, 2017, from 6:45 
to 9:00 p.m. at Swirl on the 
Square, 21 South Liver-
more Avenue, in downtown 
Livermore. 

Share your work in a 
fun, welcoming environ-
ment. Cynthia Patton, the 
event’s host, says,  “It’s 
an evening of great food, 
great wine, and great writ-
ing. You won’t be disap-
pointed.”

The Whistlestop Writers 
Open Mic will continue on 
the fourth Wednesday of 
each month. For more in-
formation go to http://face-
book.com/WhistlestopWrit-
ers or call 925-890-6045.

TRAVEL 
BUG
OcEAn And  

RiVER cRUisEs
(925) 447-4300
in downtown Livermore
travelbuglivermore.com

In honor of National 
Senior Citizens Day, the 
Livermore Public Library 
Civic Center will host a free 
presentation titled “Age De-
fying Nutrition for Seniors” 
by Registered Dietitian 
Nancy Bennett on Monday, 
August 21, 2017, 2:00 pm 
to 3:30 pm.  The Civic 
Center Library is located at 
1188 S. Livermore Avenue.  
No sign-up needed to at-
tend.  

Learn what lifestyle 
factors slow down the aging 
process and what foods 

Once in San Francisco, 
Rhys began writing picture 
books under her married 
name, Janet Quin-Harkin. 
When she eventually 
switched to mystery books, 
she adopted her grandfa-
ther’s name as a pseud-
onym, becoming Rhys 
Bowen.

As well as novels, Rhys 
has written many short sto-
ries, including an Anthony 
winner. She is an ex-chapter 
president of Mystery Writ-
ers of America. When not 
writing she loves to travel, 
sing, hike, paint, play her 
Celtic harp, and spoil her 
grandchildren.

Towne Center Books is 
located at 555 Main Street 
in downtown Pleasanton. 
For more information email 
townecenterbooks@sbc-
global.net or call 846-8826. 
Reservations are encour-
aged.

boost strength, memory 
and energy levels.  This 
program includes a question 
an answer session, as well 
as a presentation on the free 
services offered by the Se-
nior Support Program of the 
Tri-Valley (SSPTV), such 
as their medication safety 
program. 

This program is made 
possible through a partner-
ship with SSPTV, an inde-
pendent, non-profit 501(c)3 
agency serving seniors over 
age 60 in the cities of Pleas-
anton, Livermore, Dublin, 

and Sunol.  SSPTV include 
programs which annually 
serve approximately 1,600 
seniors in the Tri-Valley 
area, as well as about 5,000 
information and referral 
calls and visits.  A core of 
about 100 volunteers pro-
vides over 4,000 visits and 
5,000 phone visits a year to 
seniors, as well. For more 
information, visit www.
ssptv.org.  

For additional events, 
check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.
net. 

Program Offered on Nutrition for Seniors

The Big 
Eclipse

Open Mic 
at Swirl

Towne Center to Host Tea and 
Conversation with Rhys Bowen
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The non-profit Alameda 
Creek Alliance celebrates 
twenty years of advocacy to 
restore Alameda Creek and 
its native fish populations 
this month. The Alameda 
Creek Alliance, a commu-
nity watershed restoration 
group, formed in August 
1997, after steelhead trout 
in the Bay Area were listed 
as a threatened species. The 
organization has spent the 
last two decades working 
to restore runs of steelhead 
trout and salmon to the 
Alameda Creek watershed, 
the largest tributary to San 
Francisco Bay.

Jeff Miller, founder and 
director of the Alameda 
Creek Alliance, stated, 
“With critical fish passage 

projects moving forward 
and plans to improve water 
flows and habitat for steel-
head trout, Alameda Creek 
is on the verge of becoming 
an urban stream success 
story. Our fish restoration 
efforts in Alameda Creek 
are connecting East Bay 
residents to their watershed, 
changing water agency 
attitudes about the natural 
values of this stream, and 
involving hundreds of 
people in habitat protection 
and restoration projects.”

The Alliance will cel-
ebrate its anniversary with a 
dinner on Sunday, October 
9th at Chouinard Winery, 
along Stonybrook Creek 
in Palomares Canyon. The 
event will feature good 

food,  Chouinard wines, and 
live music by local Niles 
bard Michael McNevin. 
Brenda Buxton of the Cali-
fornia Coastal Conservancy 
will give a presentation on 
upcoming plans to connect 
lower Alameda Creek to 
restored tidal marshes to 
benefit steelhead trout, as 
part of the South Bay Salt 

Pond Restoration Project. 
Alliance director Jeff Miller 
will provide a reflection 
on accomplishments over 
two decades of working 
to restore Alameda Creek. 
Tickets for the event are 
available at www.alamed-
acreek.org.

The Alliance continues 
to work with a consortium 
of local, state and federal 
water supply and land man-
agement agencies on proj-
ects to restore native fish 
habitat in Alameda Creek. 
Fifteen fish passage projects 
have been completed in 
the watershed since 2001, 
and 10 more fish ladder or 
barrier removal projects 
are in the planning process. 
The Alameda County Water 

District and Alameda Coun-
ty Flood Control District 
are moving forward with 
critical fish passage projects 
that have been delayed for 
many years, and in 2019 
will begin construction of 
two fish ladders that will 
allow steelhead to bypass 
the BART weir and two in-
flatable rubber dams in the 
lower creek channel. Water 
agencies are also work-
ing on multiple projects to 
improve stream flows and 
restore stream and ripar-
ian habitat along Alameda 
Creek and its tributaries. 
These restoration projects 
will make up to 20 miles 
of Alameda Creek and its 
tributaries accessible to 
ocean-run fish for the first 

time in over half a century.
The Alliance has grown 

to an organization of 2,100 
members and supporters, 
and has organized more 
than 70 local and regional 
conservation and flyfish-
ing groups to support the 
Alameda Creek restora-
tion. The Alliance educates 
residents of Fremont, 
Union City, Newark, Sunol, 
Pleasanton, Dublin and 
Livermore about watershed 
restoration and protection 
of endangered species and 
their habitats. The Alliance 
also trains volunteers for 
fish rescues, creek cleanups, 
creek monitoring, and as-
sisting biologists in gather-
ing scientific data essential 
to steelhead restoration. 

From August 17th 
through August 22nd  the 
Tri-Valley Chapter of the 
Purple Heart Outdoors Tour 
(PHOT) will be hosting 5 
active duty service mem-
bers from the United States 
Special Operations Com-
mand .  

The Purple Heart 
Outdoors Tour , Inc. is an 
IRS-approved, non-profit 
charitable organization 
dedicated to the giving of 
appreciation, recognition 
and support to active-
duty service members  and 
disabled service personnel 
injured in combat. Founded 
by Lt. Col. Dan Hammack, 
US Army (Retired), with 
the principle purpose to 
organize a series of group 
hunting and fishing events 
for active duty personnel 
from the DOD Special 

Operations community 
who have received com-
mendations for valor in the 
defense of the United States 
of America.

 For the ninth year  5 
service members will be 
hosted by local ranchers, 
sponsors, and supporters 
of the PHOT as they fulfill 
a wish on their “bucket 
list," that of hunting on a 
ranch and experiencing the 
outdoors.   All donations 
received help cover the 
expenses for the four-day 
event that include airfare, 
transportation to and from 
the Tri-Valley, insurance, 
lodging, food, license and 
tags for hunting.

The event will start with 
a motorcade on August 
17th in Pleasanton leaving 
at 6pm from  Main Street 
proceeding down Stanley 

Blvd. to Murrietta, Fourth 
St,  passing Carnegie Park  
at approximately 6:30 pm, 
to Livermore  Ave, south 
to Mines Rd and then to a 
local sponsor ranch.  The 
motorcade, with these five 
service members, will be 
escorted by the Alameda 
County Sherriff’s Dept, The 
Pleasanton Police Dept, 
The Livermore Police Dept, 
Livermore/Pleasanton Fire 
Dept, the Military Veteran 
Escort Team, and Pleas-
anton Military Families, 
VFW, and American 
Legion.

Local residents and 
supporters are encouraged 
to be curbside on the route 
waving flags and thanking 
these brave soldiers as we 
show them our appreciation 
for their sacrifice.  

Alameda Creek Alliance Planning Anniversary Celebration

Residents Urged to Stand Curbside to Salute Servicemen

View of a previous tour
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Reis to be Awarded Medal for Contributions to Nuclear Security
For more than 50 years, 

Victor Reis has dedicated 
his career to advancing 
science and technology in 
support of U.S. national se-
curity. In recognition of his 
outstanding leadership and 
service to the nation, he has 
been named the third recipi-
ent of the John S. Foster, Jr. 
Medal.

Established by Lawrence 
Livermore National Secu-
rity, LLC (LLNS) and be-
stowed on an annual basis 
by the director of Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory (LLNL), the medal 
recognizes an individual 
for exceptional leadership 
in scientific, technical and 
engineering development 
and policy formulation in 
support of U.S. nuclear 
security. Instituted in 2015, 
the inaugural recipient was 
namesake John S. Foster, Jr. 
The 2016 honoree was Gen. 
Larry D. Welch (retired).

“Johnny Foster and 
Larry Welch are national 
security giants,” Reis said. 
“They have served our 
country with great distinc-
tion for many years and 
continue to do so. It has 
been my good fortune to 
have worked with them 
both, and it is an exception-
al honor to be associated 
with them through Law-
rence Livermore’s John S. 
Foster, Jr. Medal. It doesn’t 
get any better than that.”

The medal commemo-
rates the exceptional career 
of Foster and recognizes 
innovative and inspirational 
leadership in providing a 
safe, secure and effective 
nuclear deterrent to ensure 
international peace and stra-
tegic stability. Recipients 
display the same qualities 
that have distinguished Fos-
ter throughout his career: 
strong national security 
and programmatic focus, 

inspiring leadership and 
team-building mentorship, 
scientific innovation, keen 
judgment and integrity.

LLNL Director Bill 
Goldstein stated, "It would 
be difficult to overstate the 
impact that Vic Reis has 
had on national security 
and the nuclear complex, 
Today, the U.S. nuclear 
deterrent remains safe, 
secure and reliable, owing 
in large part to his efforts to 
implement and champion 
the Stockpile Stewardship 
Program (SSP). Reis truly 
exemplifies the meaning of 
the Foster Medal.”

The SSP was formally 
established by the 1994 
National Defense Authori-
zation Act. After the U.S. 
moratorium on nuclear 
testing in 1992, Reis was 
among the first to recognize 
the need for a new, formal 
program to maintain the 
U.S. nuclear stockpile, 
replacing data formerly 
obtained by testing with su-
percomputer simulation and 
multi-scale experiments. 
The SSP led to the creation 
of several new generations 
of supercomputers – several 
of which have been housed 
at LLNL –  the National 
Ignition Facility and other 
unique facilities.

Reis graduated from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute with a bachelor’s 
degree in 1957. He earned a 
master’s at Yale University 
in 1958 and a Ph.D. from 
Princeton University in 
1962. He began his career 
as a ballistic range experi-
mentalist at NASA Ames 
Laboratory, then moved to 
ballistic missile defense and 
other national security is-
sues at the General Motors 
Defense Laboratory, Avco 
Everett Research Labora-
tory and Concord Research 
Corporation. From 1973 

to 1981, Reis was a senior 
staff member at Massachu-
setts Institute of Technol-
ogy's Lincoln Laboratory, 
where he provided analyses 
to the science and technol-
ogy leadership within the 
Defense Department and 
the Department of Energy 
(DOE). 

He served as assistant di-
rector for National Security 
and Space in the Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy in the Executive 
Office of the President from 
1981-1983, where he led 
policy initiatives on space, 
aviation and strategic S&T 
policy. Leaving govern-
ment, he became senior 
vice president for strategic 
planning at the Science 
Applications International 
Corp. from 1983-1989, 
also serving as a member 
of the Director of Central 
Intelligence S&T advisory 

panel, the NASA Earth 
System Science Task Force,  
chaired the U.S. Navy 
Advanced Systems Panel 
and participated in Defense 
Science Board Studies and 
Task Forces.

He rejoined the govern-
ment that year as deputy 
director of the Defense 
Advanced Research Proj-
ects Agency. He served as 
the agency’s director from 
1989-1991 and then was 
named director of Defense 
Research and Engineer-
ing at the U.S. Department 
of Defense and chairman 
of the Nuclear Weapons 
Council, where he served 
until 1993. As DDR&E, he 
directed the first post-Cold 
War strategic plan for the 
Department of Defense 
S&T enterprise.

From 1993-1999, Reis 
served as assistant secretary 
for Defense Programs in 

DOE. It was his work in 
this role that has defined 
his legacy as the architect 
and original sponsor of 
the DOE’s science-based 
Stockpile Stewardship Pro-
gram and its associated Ac-
celerated Strategic Comput-
ing Initiative (ASCI), which 
resulted in the creation of 
several new generations 
of government-sponsored 
supercomputers. As part of 
the effort, he led the U.S. 
nuclear weapons technical 
delegation supporting the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty to the United King-
dom, France and Russia.

From 1999 to 2005, Reis 
was senior vice president 
of Hicks & Associates, Inc. 
and also served on the Ar-
gonne National Laboratory 
Board of Governors and 
advisory groups for Sandia, 
Los Alamos, Livermore and 
Idaho national laboratories, 

plus the Strategic Advisory 
Group of the U.S. Strategic 
Command and the NNSA 
Capabilities Panel.     

Returning to the DOE in 
2005, Reis served as senior 
adviser in the Office of the 
Secretary and Undersecre-
taries, leading task forces 
on nuclear energy, non-
proliferation, a review of 
stockpile stewardship and 
the DOE’s nuclear strategic 
planning. He retired from 
DOE in March 2017.

He is the recipient of 
two Department of Defense 
Distinguished Public Ser-
vice Medals, the Depart-
ment of Energy James R. 
Schlesinger Award and an 
honorary medal from the 
Commissariat a Menergie 
Atomique.

Reis will receive the 
John S. Foster, Jr. Medal at 
a ceremony this fall.

Victor Reis is the third recipient of the John S. Foster Jr. Medal, recognizing his exceptional leadership in scientific, 
technical and engineering development and policy formulation in support of U.S. nuclear security.  
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. 
The gallery has been open since 
1974 and is run as a co-op by 
local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 
11:30-4 p.m. For information call 
449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at six busi-
nesses in the Pleasanton - Dublin 
Area. Viewing locations are: Bank 
of America at 337 Main Street, 
Pleasanton; Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce at 777 Peters Street, 
Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; US Bank at 
749 Main Street, Pleasanton; 
Edward Jones at 6601 Dublin 
Boulevard, Dublin; and The 
Bagel Street Café at 6762 Bernal 
Avenue Pleasanton. If interested 
in becoming a member of the 
Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham 
at (510) 877-8154.

“Stylin’ is Wild” captures the es-
sence of street art, exhibit in the 
Gallery at the Bankhead Theater. 
Curated by the Bothwell Arts Cen-
ter, “Stylin’ is Wild” runs through 
August 27, 2017. Visitor’s Center 
and Galley is located in the lobby 
of the Bankhead Theater at 2400 
First Street, downtown Liver-
more, and is open seven days a 
week from 12 noon to 6:00 p.m. 
Admission is free. Most works 
on display during the exhibit are 
available for purchase. For more 
information go to bothwell.lvpac.
org. 

Blackhawk Gallery Exhibit 
‘Impulse!’ On view seven days a 
week from July 14 to September 
17. Opening hosted by the Alamo 
Danville Artists' Society. Exhibit 
free and open to the public. Guest 
artist Linda V. Hubbard will be 
showing her 3D Fiber Art. Mem-
bers’ artworks include paintings, 
drawings, sculptures, ceramics, 
photographs, and wearable art. 
The exhibit is curated by Debby 
Koonce, Kerima Swain and Bev-
erly Turner. Blackhawk Gallery is 
located at 3416 Blackhawk Plaza 
Circle in Danville in the Black-
hawk Plaza. (925) 648-8023. 

www.BlackhawkGallery.org  www.
ADAS4art.org

Pleasanton Art League, fall 
members’ exhibit at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. July 27-Sept. 2.  8th 
Annual Members’ Juried Exhibition 
and Demonstrations. Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in downtown Pleasanton. 
DEMOS: Thursdays, 1:30-3:30 
p.m. during the exhibition. Public 
is invited to watch the creative 
process, and chat informally 
with the artists.   8/17, Linda 
Hopwood (Color Pencil); 8/24, 
Charlotte Severin (Watercolor on 
Yupo Paper) and Peggy Magovern 
(Mixed Media); 8/31, Kathleen Hill 
(Oil) and Karen Barry (Print Mak-
ing).  PAL exhibition on view from 
July 27 through September 2, and 
includes oils, watercolor, mixed 
media, drawing, photography, 
and more.  Regular gallery hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Harrington Gal-
lery at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue.  Suggested donation $5 
to visit the exhibit.

Livermore Vineyards   -    Past 
and Present: An exhibit of 
paintings by Bettie Goosman; 
September 1 through September 
30, 2017. Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Avenue, 
Livermore. Viewing hours   M-Th   
8am - 8pm, Fr  8am - 5pm, week-
ends during events and ongoing 
classes, For more information, 
call (925) 373-5700

2017 Freeze Frame Opening 
Exhibit. Thurs., Sept. 7, 6 to 8 
p.m. Larakspur Room, Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 
4444 East Ave., Livermore. RSVP. 
at http://trivalleyconservancy.
org/events/freeze-frame-exhibit-
opening/

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Art Classes always on-going at the 

Bothwell Arts Center. Acrylics, 
oils, watercolor, drawing, colored 
pencil, mixed media classes for 
adults and multiple children's 
classes always available. Register 
at. bothwell.lvpac.org 

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & 
Tell. 4th Tuesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 Eighth St., 

Livermore. Artists  are welcome 
to bring finished, unfinished or no 
work at all to receive a critique 
from the group. Refreshments are 
brought by some of the artists, 
and a donation of $5.00 is desired 
although not mandatory. Contact 
for this event is D’Anne Miller at 
danne_miller@att.net

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Artists bring their own materials 
and easels. Open to all artists. 
Professional artist models (nude). 
No instructor. Students under 18 
need written parental permission 
to attend. Cost $20 per session. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call 
or e-mail Barbara Stanton for 
more info about the workshop, 
925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture 
and ceramics. For further 
information, contact Thomasin 
Dewhurst at (925) 216-7231 
or thomasin_d@hotmail.com 
or visit http://childrensart-
classesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 
instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst. 
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Home school classes, Special 
classes during school breaks 
offered. (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to 
early intermediate level. Half-hour 
private classes or small group 
classes offered. Twice-yearly 
recitals. (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio 
located at 1756 First St., Liver-
more. Confirm participation by 
calling (925) 960-1194 or via the 
website at www.GalinasMusicStu-
dio.com. Beginners are welcome. 
Bring some music to share with 
the group. Ukuleles are available 
for purchase. Small $10 fee to 

cover meeting costs.

WINE & SPIRITS
Wente Vineyards: Garden Tour & 

Workshop Series: Discover The 
Garden at Wente Vineyards with 
Master Gardener, Diane Dovholuk.  
Fall Vegetables; Sept. 23, 10 a.m. 
to noon, Sensory Herb Class; Oct. 
14, 10 a.m. to noon, The Art of 
Composting. Price per guest, per 
session: $20 Entertainment Club, 
$25 Non-Club. Space is limited. 
Reservations are required. Call 
925.456.2424 or visit wentevine-
yards.com 

Las Positas Vineyards, Saturday,  
August 19th featured food pairing 
flight is a Chocolate Truffle & 
Wine pairing flight.   Sunday, 
August 20th "Sunday Funda " 
event.  Check out the newest 
International Cheese & Wine 
pairing flight.  Tasting Room is 
open 11:30am-4:30pm.  For 
more information, contact curt@
laspositasvineyards.com

Charles R Vineyards, Plein Air on 
the Patio - Tuesdays in August  
21, 28  9:30am – 12:00pm. 
Mixed Media artists are invited 
to join us every Tuesday morning 
in August on the Charles R patio. 
11th Anniversary Celebration 
and Club Member Release 
Pickup Saturday, August 19th  
11:30am – 4:30pm. Live music 
featuring Mud Daddy from 1:00 
– 4:00pm, wine tasting and of 
course, cake.Miners Wine Club 
Members are invited out to pick 
up new releases.  Fourth Friday 
Free Summer Concert  featuring 
Steve Kritzer. August 25 from 6pm 
to 9pm. Wine by the glass or bot-
tle is available for purchase. 8195 

Crane Ridge Road, Livermore, 
www.charlesrvineyards.com 

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Retzlaff Estate Winery, Live Music 

every Sunday. 12:00 - 4:30. 1356 
S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. 
http://retzlaffvineyards.com 

Bluegrass open mic and pickup 
band; The Bandstand in Carnegie 
Park, 4th and K Streets, Liver-
more. 2 to 4 p.m. first Sunday of 
each month until Oct. 1, 2017. 

Steve Fread performance schedule: 
8/20, Bridges Restaurant 11am-
2pm 

Blacksmith Square, music every 
Saturday 3 to 6 p.m. in the court-
yard, 21 South Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock Res-
taurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd Tuesday each 
month from 7:30-9:30--Dance 
floor, full bar, small cover.  .

Music in the Orchard concert 
series, at the Purple Orchid Wine 
Country Resort and Spa, will take 
place the last Thursdays of July, 
August and September. Bring at 
4549 Cross Road, Livermore. 
Pedrozzi Foundation a beneficiary 
of the  outdoor concert series 
presented by the Purple Orchid, 
Nottingham Cellars, and Posada 
Restaurant. Crawdad Republic 
on August 31, and Saint Ashbury 
on September 28. All concerts 
are from 6:00 – 9:00 pm. Tickets 
are $14 in advance or $20 at 
the door. Purchase tickets online 
at PurpleOrchid.com. Advanced 
tickets also available at Notting-
ham Cellars, 2245 C So Vasco, 
Livermore.

Keiko Matsui, August 18, 8 p.m. 
Japanese-born pianist and 
composer. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Jazz at The Firehouse: An Evening 
with Calvin Keys, presented by 
Red-Legged Frog Productions, 
8 p.m. Aug. 19. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. 931-4848, www.
firehousearts.org.

The Front Porch Music Festival, 
Sept. 2 at Wente Vineyards. Full 
day of independent music and 
fine wine hosted by winemaker 
Karl Wente. Performers include 
Wolf Hamlin and The Front Porch 
Drifters, and Kingsborough, and 
more. 11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Estate 

Winery & Tasting Room, 5565 
Tesla Rd., Livermore. Advance 
purchase at Eventbrite; for infor-
mation, call 456-2305.

Opening Night  - Season 8 @ 
Pleasanton’s Firehouse Arts 
Center. Saturday, September 
2, 8:00 p.m.  An Evening with 
T Sisters,  “sassy sister folk 
band” from Oakland, who gained 
national attention on Gar-
rison Keillor’s “A Prairie Home 
Companion” show. Known for 
their energetic indie Americana 
folk style and  a cappella. Tickets:  
Reserved seating $15.00-$25.00 
www.firehousearts.org, by calling 
925-931-4848, and at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. 

Brilliance at the Bankhead, 11th 
Season Opening Gala Featur-
ing The Indigo Girls With the 
Livermore-Amador Symphony 
Saturday, September 9, 2017 at 
6 p.m. 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

Annual Piano Recital,  Saturday, 
September 9, 2017, 7:30 p.m. at 
Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 
Annual piano recital co-sponsored 
by the Alameda County East 
Branch of the Music Teachers’ As-
sociation of California (MTAC) and 
Asbury. San Ramon resident Vin-
cent Liu, MTAC Young Artist Guild 
member and incoming fresh-
man at Stanford University, will 
perform masterpieces by Bach, 
Beethoven, Liszt, Rachmaninoff 
and Rzewski. Mr. Liu performed 
with the Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony in 2015 as a winner of the 
concerto competition.  No charge 
for admission; refreshments 
served. Further information: 925-
443-2514  accoll@comcast.net

Pacific Chamber Orchestra, Poetry 
in Motion, 2 p.m. Sept. 17. Bank-
head Theater, 2400 First Street, 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

R. Carlos Nakai Trio, Sept. 21, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore, www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Heart By Heart, Spin-off of the 
original band HEART, 8 p.m. Sept. 
30, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848. 

ON THE STAGE
Arsenic and Old Lace,  15 perfor-Keiko Matsui
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mances, including one preview, 
August 24 through September 17, 
2017, at the Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre, 22311 N. Third St. in 
Hayward, CA. Tickets are $10-
$29, and are available through 
the Box Office at (510) 881-6777 
or online at www.dmtonline.org. 

The Yeomen of the Guard, Lamp-
lighters Music Theatre, August 
26, 8 p.m. and August 27, 2 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Firehouse Arts Center Season 
8: A New Season of ‘Firsts!’ 
Tickets now on sale both online 
and at the box office in downtown 
Pleasanton. Diverse new concert 
and show offerings, including: 
Grammy winners and Hall of 
Famers, pop/rock, bluegrass, 
musical theater, plays, Broadway 
cabaret, blues, country, improv & 
comedy, life-sized puppetry, Scot-
tish fiddling, Fado, ventriloquism, 
holiday, and tribute shows. SHOW 
HIGHLIGHTS: Lacy J. Dalton, De-
cember People (rock n’ roll holiday 
mega-production), female Rolling 
Stone “Guitar God” Kaki King, 
Antonio Zambujo (Portugal’s lead-
ing Fado singer), James Hunter Six 
(Grammy-nominated blues), and 
Secret Agent 23 Skidoo (Grammy 
winning “kid-hop”). TRIBUTES to 
the music of HEART (with original 
HEART members!), BOSTON, 
Barry Manilow, Fleetwood Mac, 
Foreigner, Journey, and more. 
THEATER HIGHLIGHTS: 42nd 
Street, James & the Giant Peach, 
The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever, Noises Off, The Music Man 
Jr, and the epic Rock of Ages. 
Full listings, plus ticket and 
membership info now at www.
firehousearts.org, and in person 
at the Firehouse Box Office: 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton, or 
925-931-4848 . Hours: Wednes-
day - Friday 12:00 noon-6:00pm 
and Saturdays 10:00am-4:00pm, 
and 2 hours prior to performances 
if not sold out.

Eugene O’Neill Festival in Danville, 
sponsored by the Eugene O’Neill 
Foundation, Tao House. Septem-
ber 1-17 John Millington Synge’s 
The Playboy of the Western 
World (1907),  Role Players 
Ensemble at the Village Theater 
(233 Front Street in downtown 
Danville).  O’Neill’s A Touch of the 
Poet (1942),   Old Barn theater 
at the Eugene O’Neill National 

Historic Site in the Danville hills, 
September 16-30. Tickets www.
villagetheatreshows.com. or 
by calling (925) 314-3400. An 
Evening of Traditional Irish Music 
and Song,” September 7 at the 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley 
(205 Railroad Avenue, Danville).  
7:00 p.m. Information eugeneo-
neill.org  or (925) 820-1818. 

Roald Dahl’s James and the 
Giant Peach JR, Civic Arts Stage 
Company, Sept. 15-24, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

COMEDY
Free Comedy Show every Thursday 

at Sanctuary from 7:30-9 pm in 
the Skylight Room at Sanctuary, 
2369 First St. in Livermore.

4th Annual Desi Comedy Fest 
2017, Standup comedy, the larg-
est South Asian comedy festival 
in America, presents comedians 
of Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, 
Afghani & Sri Lankan descent. 
Aug. 19, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

Comedy Uncorked, Aug. 19: Dave 
Burleigh, Sam Meeker, Liz Stone, 
Justin Lockwood. Retzlaff Vine-
yards, 1356 S. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. 7:30 p.m., grounds 
open at 6 p.m. Fundraiser for 
Open Heart Kitchen. Tickets at 
http://www.brownpapertickets.
com

One Night, Three Women, Too 
Funny!, Aug. 26, 7:30 p.m. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
Street, Livermore. Bothwell Arts 
Cente comedy fundraiser for the 
Bothwell starring local comedians 

Regina Stoops, Stacey Gustafson 
and Margaret Zhao. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

Party With The Riccardis, YouTube 
Stars! 8 p.m. Sept. 9, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

Rita Rudner, Sept. 15, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore, 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

San Francisco Comedy Competi-
tion, Sept. 22, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore, www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Dublin 2017 Picnic Flix outdoor 

movie series; free, Emerald Glen 
Park at dusk (around 8:30 p.m.). 
Guests may begin to arrive at 
7:00 p.m. Food trucks will be 
provided for purchase of food, 
beverages, and snacks. Bring 
blankets and low beach chairs, 
and no pets.  Friday, August 18, 
"Finding Dory" (PG)

Classic Film Series, Pleasan-
ton Public Library, 6 p.m. first 
Monday. of the month. The films 
are free and are screened in the 
Pleasanton Library large meeting 
room. Everyone is welcome to 
attend. Some films are mature in 
content and may not be suitable 
for children. For more information 
or assistance, please contact the 
Pleasanton Public Library at (925) 
931-3400, extension 4. 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Vita Voci, an 8 voice a cappella 

group, is currently audition-
ing experienced Tenors. Please 
contact Susan Anderson at 

vitavocimadrigals@gmail.com for 
more information or to schedule 
an audition. www.vitavoci.org

Livermore-Amador Symphony 
Association's 45th Competition 
for Young Musicians, applica-
tion deadline Sunday, September 
10, 2017. (Applications will be 
accepted starting on September 
1.) The competition will be held on 
October 1. Open to instrumental-
ists and vocalists who reside 
or attend school in Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Sunol, Dublin, or 
San Ramon. Students are eligible 
through grade 12. If not enrolled 
in high school, the maximum 
age is 17. All instruments will 
be considered. The purpose is 
to select two young musicians 
who will perform as soloists with 
the symphony at its February 
24, 2018 concert. Each winner/
soloist will be awarded $500. 
Applications must be accompa-
nied by an $8.00 application fee 
and a recording for preliminary 
screening. Additional informa-
tion may be obtained from www.
livermoreamadorsymphony.org 
or by contacting the competition 
chairperson at 925.525.6070.

OPERA
Donizetti’s Don Pasquale, Liver-

more Valley Opera, Sept. 30, Oct. 
1, 7 and 8. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. http://
livermorevalleyopera.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Hagemann Ranch Open House. 

Tours of the 140+ year old ranch 
and free, family friendly seasonal 
activities. The last Sunday of 
each month, 1-4 PM. Go to www.

Party With The Riccardis: Sandy and Richard present an all-original, all-comedy cabaret.

livermorehistory.com for the 
monthly program. 455 Olivina 
Ave., Livermore.

Political Issues Book Club meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current 
affairs in both the national and 
international arenas.  Topics 
that have been covered include 
politics, governance, economics, 
military affairs, history, sociology, 
science, the climate, and religion. 
Contact Rich at 872-7923, for 
further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group 
led by a small group of book club 
veterans, with reading selections 
based on member recom-
mendations and consensus. No 
homework required– share your 
insights or just listen in! Contact 
Nancy Tingstrom Turner at nting-
str@yahoo.com. 

Storied Nights: An Evening of 
Spoken Word. 2nd Thursday of 
each month. Features local au-
thors reading their work 7:30 to 9 
p.m. at Peet's Coffee and Tea, 152 
So. Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Sponsored by LVPAC and Peet's. 
Information go to http://facebook.
com/StoriedNights 

Fertile GroundWorks’ Taste for 
Giving fundraiser in the Garden 
of Grace Saturday, August 26, 
2017 from 4 to 7 pm at 4743 East 
Avenue, Livermore.  There will be 
fun activities for all ages including 
garden tours, tomato tasting, 
games, music and a silent auc-
tion. Auction items include a day 
of sailing on the San Francisco 
Bay for two, a week in a two 
bedroom unit at the Kauai Coast 
Resort at the Beachboy, and many 
others. Serving produce direct 
from the garden and a delicious 
BBQ.  Tickets are $30.00 each 
and $5.00 for children 10 and 
under. http://www.brownpaper-
tickets.com/event/3002423

Children’s Fair, Sept. 9, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Avenue, 
Livermore. www.larpd.org

Livermore Valley Coin Club 7th 
annual Fall Coin Show. Sept. 10, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Livermore 
Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur Dr., 
Livermore. Free admission, 
free wooden nickels, free coin 
appraisals and estimates, hourly 
drawings. For more information, 

call 980-9307.
Taste of Downtown Culinary 

Stroll, Sept. 10, noon to 5 p.m. 
Downtown Livermore. www.
livermoredowntown.com

Splatter, Sept. 17, noon to 8 p.m. 
food, wine, art and music at Em-
erald Glen Park. Admission and 
parking are free. www.ci.dublin.
ca.us

An Evening with Winston 
Churchill: Tuesday, September 
19th, 7 p.m. Ed Kinney Speakers 
Series. All events are general 
seating at the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. Tickets 
are $15 General Admission, $10 
Seniors (65+) / Students (with 
valid ID), $7 Members. Tickets 
may be purchased online at www.
museumonmain.org, at Museum 
on Main during regular operating 
hours or by phoning the museum 
at (925) 462-2766. 

5th annual Trains for Autism, 
Backyard model railroad 
exhibition benefiting the Autism 
Speaks charity, Sat., Sept. 23 
and Sun., Sept. 24, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. each day. 1664 Lodestone 
Rd., Livermore. $40 donation per 
family includes a catered lunch, 
raffle prizes for adults and a train 
scavenger hunt for the kids. All 
are invited. For more information 
or questions, call 371-4409. 

Livermore Valley Wine Auction, 
Sept. 23, 5 p.m. Wente Vineyards 
Event Center, 5050 Arroyo Rd., 
Livermore. Benefiting under-
served children in the East Bay. 
Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Foundation, www.lvwf.org

Altamont Cruisers, 28th Nostalgia 
Day Car Show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sept. 24 in downtown Livermore. 
Fundraiser for local organizations 
that promote  Tri-Valley youth, 
help strengthen their families and 
help keep kids off drugs & alcohol. 
www.altamontcruisers.org 

Quilting in the Garden, Sept. 24 
and 25 at Alden Lane Nursery in 
Livermore. Hundreds of quilts are 
displayed throughout the nursery, 
hanging from the branches of 
dozens of oak trees. Admission 
is free. Guest artists are  Edyta 
Sitar and Debby Schnabel. Quilt-
ing classes and quilting related 
activities are planned; registra-
tion available online at  www.
aldenlane.com/events/quilting-in-
the-garden 
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(Organizations wishing to run 

notices in Bulletin Board, send 
information to PO Box 1198, Liver-
more, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. 
Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and 
theme or subject. Phone number 
and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Friday.)

6th Annual Taste of Pleas-
anton Restaurant & Shop Walk 
Fundraiser,  Pleasanton Lions 
Club, Tuesday September 26, 2017 
from 5:30-8:30pm.  Small bites & 
beverages from 22 participating 
restaurants and shops. Tickets 
$25 each and may be purchased 
through the following locations: 
Renee Huber State Farm Office at 
312 St Mary Street,  Pleasanton. 
925-484-2222; Karen Neuer Open 
Door Realty at 555 Peters Ave., 
Pleasanton. 925-858-0246; Pam 
Grimes  872-7552. 

Learning Series Talk: Citrus 
Care and Management in 
Alameda County, August 19, 
2017, 11 a.m. to noon.  Asbury 
United Methodist Church; 4743 
East Ave; Livermore.  Presented by 
FertileGround Works Garden of 
Grace - free to the public. 

Human Trafficking Panel 
Discussion by three experts: 
Brian Wo, Director of Partnerships 
for the Bay Area Anti-Trafficking 
Coalition; Kathy Wilson, Develop-
ment Director of  A New Day for 
Children; Adriana Panting, Anti-
Sexual Trafficking Specialist with 
Tri-Valley Haven. Sunday, August 
27, 2017, at 6 PM   Asbury United 
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. Pot 
Luck Supper at 5 PM. The public 
is invited to attend.  Information 
925-447-6156 

OFA East Bay Central 
and Tri-Valley Progressives 
programs: Aug. 18 (Fri) 6PM 
#BART2Livermore Coalition Meet-
ing at 2324 Second St, Livermore. 
Learn more about BART extension 
plan and to find a way to bring it 
to connect to the ACE. Email Evan 
Branning at EvanB@ofaebc.us for 
more information or visit Face-
book page http://Facebook.com/
BART2Livermore. Aug. 19 (Sat) 
10AM "Know Your Rights” event 
planning meeting at 1674 Calcitr 
Ct, Livermore. Plan an event to 
educate neighbors to protect 
themselves from Federal law en-
forcement. All organizations and 
individuals are welcome! Spanish 
speakers wanted! Email Kyoko 
Takayama at KyokoT@ofaebc.
us for more information. Aug. 31 
(Thu) 6:30-8:30PM Community 
Choice Energy for Pleasanton at 
Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Ave, Pleasanton.  Alameda 
County has established East Bay 
Community Energy (www.ebce.
org) and it will start services in 
2018. Experts on the panel will 

Room, Pleasanton. Check website 
for meeting updates pleasanton-
lionsclub.org. Pleasanton Lions 
Club is a non-profit organiza-
tion that seeks to identify needs 
within the community and work 
together to fulfill those needs. For 
more information or to get in-
volved visit pleasantonlionsclub.
org. All are welcome.

Have you been affected by 
someone's drinking? Al-Anon 
and Alateen offer hope and 
strength for families and friends 
of problem drinkers. www.Ala-
nonTriValley.org, 925-277-7661, 
help@AlanonTriValley.org. 

Grief Workshop - Stepping 
Stones on Your Grief Journey. 
Second and fourth Thursday at 
7:30 pm now through August 
24, 2017 at St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Drive, 
Pleasanton. No pre-registration is 
necessary. Sessions open to all, re-
gardless of religious affiliation. For 
additional information please call 
Eleanor Flatley at 925-846-8708.

Recovery International 
Support Group was developed 
by Abraham Low, MD. This group 
uses the cognitive-behavioral, 
peer to peer, self help training 
system to help individuals gain 
skills to lead more peaceful and 
productive lives. Meetings every 
Sunday at 4 pm. Leader: Barbara 
Sterrett.” www.recoveryinterna-
tional.org/ Meetings take place at 
Arbor Vista: 1300 S. Livermore Ave, 
Livermore. 

Learn Scottish country danc-
ing in Livermore: lively reels and 
jigs and graceful strathspeys that 
are the traditional social dance 
of Scotland. Classes are Mondays 
8:00 to 9:30 pm at the Livermore 
Veteran’s Hall, 522 South L Street, 
Livermore. No prior dance experi-
ence required. Call Margaret Ward 
at (925) 449-5932 or Sheena 
MacQueen at (925) 447-1833 for 
more information. Youth class 
(ages 8 and up): contact Sheena 
MacQueen (925)447-1833 for info.

Rotary Club of Livermore 
Valley invites interested individu-
als to attend its morning meeting. 
Meetings are held every Tuesday 
at 7 am in Beeb’s Sports Bar & Grill 
at the Las Positas Golf Course, 915 
Club House Drive, Livermore.  For 
more information, go to www.
livermorevalleyrotary.org/ or 
contact Frank Vallejo,  President of 
Rotary Club of Livermore Valley, 
at    925-595-2004 or  FVallejo@
CalWater.com

Shepherd’s Gate Thrift Store, 
open at 4014 East Ave. Hours will 
be 9 -6 Monday through Saturday. 
Donations can be left at 4014 East 
Ave in the rear of the building, 
9:30 AM to 5 PM M-F, 8 – 2:30 PM 
Sat, closed Sundays & holidays.

Italian Catholic Federation, 
meets 3rd Friday of the month, 6 
p.m. St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., 
Pleasanton. Anyone who loves all 

things Italian is invited to meet to 
celebrate the Italian heritage with 
monthly dinner meetings and 
holding charitable events. The 
group supports Children's Hospi-
tal research, college scholarships 
and other charities. For informa-
tion, contact Judy Wellbeloved, 
president, 462-2487. 

ClutterLess Self Help Sup-
port Group, nonprofit, peer-
based, self-help, support group 
for people with difficulty discard-
ing unwanted possessions. Clut-
tering is a psychological issue, not 
an organizing issue. New meeting 
location: Parkview,100 Valley 
Avenue (main entrance), 2nd 
Floor Activity Room, Pleasanton. 
Mondays except some holidays 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Come or call a 
volunteer at 925)289-5356 or 925-
922-1467. More information at: 
www.clutterlesseastbay.org

Birthright Pregnancy 
Support Center, 1010 Murrieta 
Blvd., Suite B, Livermore, located 
directly behind the blue bus stop 
near the corner of Fenton St., 
and next to Stanford/ValleyCare 
Hospital. Birthright's free and 
confidential services include - 
pregnancy tests, caring guidance, 
adoption and medical referrals, 
baby and maternity clothing, 
and more. (925) 449-5887 for an 
appointment. Our office hours 
are: Mon., Tues., Wed., 10-2; Thurs. 
12-4; 1st, 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
10-1. 1-800-550-4900 Helpline is 
staffed 24/7. www.birthright.org/
Livermore for more information 
on Birthright's services. 

Tri-Valley Stargazers 
Astronomy Club. Feed your 
wonder about the Night Sky 
and the Cosmos by joining us 
on the 3rd Friday of the Month 
for our club meeting. Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 1893 N. Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. Doors open at 7:00 
p.m. talk starts at 7:30 pm. For 
more info visit us @ http://www.
trivalleystargazers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 
2647 Arroyo Road, Livermore, 
Docents in 1890s costumes give 
free guided tours beginning at 
noon, on the second and fourth 
Sundays of the month. Each tour 
includes the 1885 Cottage and 
the 1891 Main House, and the 
beautifully landscaped grounds. 
For information on the Raven-
swood Progress League (RPL) or 
the volunteer Docent Program, 
please call the Docent Coordina-
tor at (925) 443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a 
social group of retired men who 
join together to better enjoy their 
leisure time. Activities include 
golf, bridge, photography, travel, 
fishing, biking, wine tasting, and 
technology. The Tri-Valley Branch 
serves men living in Pleasan-
ton, Dublin, Livermore, and San 
Ramon. The group meets for 
lunch on the first Thursday of 
each month at the San Ramon 

Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest Lane, San 
Ramon. Please read more about 
the Tri-Valley SIR at www.trival-
leysir.org and the Statewide SIR at 
www.sirinc.org/. For information 
or to attend a meeting, call Carl 
Churilo, 925-967-8177.

Tri-Valley Haven provides 
crisis stabilization counseling for 
those experiencing difficulties 
related to domestic violence, 
abusive situations, sexual assault 
or other challenging emotional 
issues. We provide assistance with 
individual therapy and/or group 
support. Please call to schedule 
an appointment: 925 449-5845 
(Counseling Intake)

American Legion Post 47 in 
Livermore is looking for veterans 
in the Livermore area who are 
interested in performing com-
munity service for young people 
and promoting veterans affairs. 
Interested veterans will meet 
with other like-minded veterans 
for camaraderie and support of 
veterans' causes. The American 
Legion is the largest federally 
chartered veterans organization 
that is the veterans lobby and 
voice to congress. The Livermore 
American Legion Post 47 meets 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month at 6:30 PM at 
the Veterans Memorial Building, 
522 South L Street, Livermore. 
Enter the building from the ramp 
on the 5th Street side.  www.
calegion.org/ or contact Bill 
Bergmann at calegion.post47@
gmail.com or (925) 443-2330 or 
Roy Warner at 925-449-6048.

Assistance League® of 
Amador Valley invites all visitors 
to join this dedicated group 
of volunteers, reaching out to 
those in need in the Tri-Valley 
and having fun doing it. Regular 
meetings are held on the third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., 
Pleasanton. For more information, 
see our website, www.amadorval-
ley.assistanceleague.org, e-mail 
assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Operation: SAM “Support-
ing All Military” is a 501(c)3 non 
profit military support organiza-
tion based in Livermore. S.A.M. 
has been in operation since 
January 2004. It is dedicated to 
the continued morale support of 
deployed troops. For information 
or donations, visit www.op-
erationsam.org, email operation-
sam@comcast.net 

Depression and Bipolar 
Support Alliance (DBSA) 
Pleasanton, meets Wednes-
days 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard 
Rd., Pleasanton (not affiliated with 
the church. Information at www.
dbsalliance.org/pleasanton or 
contact chapter leader, Al Pereira, 
462-6415.

Pleasanton Newcomers 
Club, open to new and estab-

discuss the concept, where the 
EBCE stands and why we want 
Pleasanton to join this program. 
For more information please 
email VanR@ofaebc.us.

Pleasanton Tulancingo 
Sister City Association's  annual 
BBQ Sat., September 9th at 5:30 
pm at the Pleasanton Senior Cen-
ter, 5353 Sunol Blvd. Included will 
be dinner prepared by Tony Mac-
chiano and his renowned Lickety 
Spit team. Music and Dancing 
to the local band, “TNT”. Live and 
silent suctions, a no-host bar and 
a fun crowd. Advance reservations 
are available for $45 or $50 at the 
door. For tickets/info.: Colleen at 
colleen.noble@norcalgold.com or 
Jorge at jvictoria45@comcast.net 
or www.ptsca.org.

2017 Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation East Bay 
One Walk, San Ramon Walk, Sun-
day Oct. 15, 2017 at the Bishop 
Ranch, 2600 Camino Ramon, San 
Ramon. Check in is at 9:30 am; 
walk starts at 11: am.  3 miles. 
Contact: Emily Sliwkowski – email: 
esliwkowski@jdrf.org; tel. 415-
597-6315. San Ramon Walk info 
link:  www2.jdrf.org/site/TR/Walk/
GreaterBayAreaChapter4057?pg=
entry&fr_id=6951

Dress a Girl Around the 
World, an invitation to make 
simple dresses for girls in third 
world countries. Next Sew-Fest 
is Saturday, August 19,   from 9 
am to 3 pm at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd., Pleas-
anton. Help is needed sewing, 
ironing, cutting. Bring sewing 
machine or serger, iron, ironing 
board, scissors, along with helping 
hands. (Those planning to stay 
all day should bring a bag lunch.) 
Always accepting cheerful cotton 
fabric donations. Those who can’t 
make the Sew-Fest but would 
like to sew, arrange for kits that 
can be sews at home. Questions? 
Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 or 
suzbeck@yahoo.com 

Livermore Valley Coin Club 
7th annual Fall Coin Show. Sept. 
10, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Liver-
more Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur 
Dr., Livermore. Free admission, 
free wooden nickels, free coin 
appraisals and estimates, hourly 
drawings. For more information, 
call 980-9307. 

Widowed Men and Women 
of Northern CA,  Aug. 24, 1 p.m. 
lunch in Pleasanton, RSVP by Aug. 
21 to Gloria, 846-8320. Aug. 27, 1 
p.m.  lunch in Livermore, RSVP by 
Aug. 24 to Ruby, 462-9636. 

How to Write a Book in Six 
Weeks, fast-track class teaches 
writing secrets and techniques to 
turn  prose into page-turners. All 
prose genres: fiction, nonfiction, 
children’s, and playwriting. Ages 
over 18 welcome. Fee includes 
professional editing of  work 
by instructor Barbara Flores, a 
three-time award-winning author. 
6 classes. Thurs. 7 pm - 9:30 

pm   7/27-8/31   $103. Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 
4444 East Avenue, Livermore. 
To register: call 925 373-5700 or 
visit LARPD.ORG. Contact Barbara 
Flores: bfbarbaraflores@gmail.
com

Livermore High School Class 
of 1967 is having their 50th Class 
Reunion over the weekend of 
Sept. 22, 23 & 24th. It's a weekend 
full of fun things to do and 'old' 
friends to visit.  Go to: http://liver-
morehs1967.com/ 

Counter Point (Addic-
tion Family Support Group), 
Counter Point is a free faith based, 
Christ centered (Al Anon based) 
program designed to help indi-
viduals with family members who 
suffer from alcoholism and drug 
addiction. We meet Monday eve-
nings at 7:00 pm at Cornerstone 
Fellowship (348 North Canyons 
Parkway, Livermore across from 
Costco) and Tuesday evenings at 
7:00 pm at St. Michael Elemen-
tary School (345 Church Street, 
Livermore). For further informa-
tion contact Kent (925-243-0211) 
or Rachel (510-501-1411).

Pacific Center for Human 
Growth (Pacific Center), Alam-
eda County Behavioral Health 
Services is continuing to fund an 
expansion of services for older 
adults. A program to provide 
topical therapeutic peer support 
groups for isolated LGBTQ older 
adults in the north, east and cen-
tral regions of the county. “Older 
& Out” groups have started at two 
Alameda County Senior Centers: 
Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District Senior Services - 
Tuesday afternoons,  1:15 – 2:45 
pm. The groups are free, run for 
90 minutes on a rotating 8 week 
cycle of topics for up to a year, 
with an ideal of 10 members per 
group. Groups are facilitated by 
a team of Pacific Center clinician 
interns assisted by trained Peer 
Specialists. Group members 
decide what topics to cover. 
Suggested topics include: loss of 
friends, wisdom that comes with 
aging, going back in the closet 
to survive, dating, invisibility in 
the LGBTQ community, family 
acceptance challenges, loneliness, 
resilience, and how to find other 
services in Alameda County. 

Tri-Valley Geeks, group 
of adults who get together for 
events like board games, movies 
and fan conventions. Meetings 
every Tuesday at 5:30 for dinner 
and board games at Livermore 
Shari's Cafe, 1116 E Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore. A schedule of 
upcoming events can be found 
on Facebook at: Facebook.com/
groups/TriValleyGeeks. Text 
Melody Evenson at 925-209-1214 
for more information.

Pleasanton Lions Club, din-
ner meetings every 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 530 Inklings 
Coffee Shop in the Wardrobe 
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lished residents of the Tri-Valley. 
Activities include a coffee the first 
Wednesday of the month, a lun-
cheon on the second Wednesday 
of the month, Bunco, Mah Jongg, 
walking/hiking groups, family ac-
tivities, and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 925-215-8405 or 
visit www.PleasantonNewcom-
ers.com

Community Resources for 
Independent Living (CRIL) offers 
services to help people with dis-
abilities and supports them to live 
independently and participate 
in their community for as long as 
they are willing and able to do so. 
CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to pro-
vide information and referrals and 
provide community education 
at senior centers and affordable 
housing complexes to residents 
of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 
3311 Pacific Avenue, Livermore 
94550 and can be reached by 
phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX 
at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All 
services are free.

Livermore Peripheral 
Neuropathy Support Group 
meets every fourth Tuesday of 
the month at 10 a.m. in the third 
floor movie room at Heritage 
Estates Retirement Community. 
The address is 900 E. Stanley Blvd., 
Livermore All are welcome. Con-
tact is Lee Parlett 292-9280.

DBE Daughters of the British 
Empire, John McLaren’s Roses of 
Britain Chapter in the Tri-Valley 
meets at 11:00 a.m. on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month at 
Castlewood Country Club. DBE 
was founded in 1909 and is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of women of British or 
British Commonwealth heritage 
and ancestry with a focus on 
charity and fellowship. Those 
interested in helping with “the 
cause," enjoying social activities, 
and forming long-lasting friend-
ships, contact Edith Caponigro 
at 925-998-3500 or Jenny 
Whitehouse at 925-621-8946 for 
additional information..

Pleasanton Military Families 
is a Pleasanton based support 
group for those who have a loved 
one serving in the Military. The 
group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
to share concerns, fears, and to 
celebrate the joys that are experi-
enced. There is no better support 
than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going 
through. Three times per year, the 
group collect supplies and sends 
care packages to the troops. Con-
tact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for the 
location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, 
a support group for families in 
Livermore who have a loved one 
serving in the Military, is intended 
to be a safe place for family 

members to come and share their 
experiences and concerns with 
others who understand what 
they are going through. All family 
members are welcome to attend 
meetings. Meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month at the 
Livermore Veterans Memorial 
Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more 
information, call Tami Jenkins, 
925-784-5014 or email livermore-
militaryfamilies@yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 

2020 Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 
a.m. Contemplative Service in the 
Chapel and 10:00 a.m. Traditional 
Service in the Sanctuary and 
children’s program For more 
information www.fpcl.us or 925-
447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 
2346 Walnut St., Livermore, holds 
Sunday worship at 10 a.m. with 
Sunday school for all ages at 9 
a.m. Children's classes during 
adult worship service. AWANA 
children's program Wednesdays 
at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.Tri-
ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 
N. Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday service. Information 447-
8747 or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, 
Center for Jewish Learning, Prayer 
and Community in the Tri-Valley. 
3400 Nevada Court, Pleasanton. 
Information 931-1055. Rabbi Dr. 
Laurence Milder, www.bethemek.
org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affili-
ated with the Congress of Secular 
Jewish Organizations (csjo.org). 
Information, Rabbi Judith Seid, 
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 
or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, Livermore, services 10 
a.m. every Sunday. Sunday School 
for students (ages 3-20) is held at 
10 a.m. every Sunday. The church 
and reading room are located at 
Third and N Streets. The Read-
ing Room, which is open to the 
public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For informa-
tion, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 
2200 Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sun-
day worship service at 9:30 a.m. 
Hispanic service starts at 2 p.m. 
Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 
p.m. Wednesday night program 
for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 
Mocho St., Livermore. Information, 
447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran 
Ministries, 1385 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. worship 
(semiformal); 10:30 a.m. adult 
Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Method-
ist Church 4743 East Avenue, 
Livermore. A Reconciling Church, 
where all are welcomed. Sunday 
Worship time has changed to 
10:00 a.m.  Children and youth 
welcome  For more information 
visit www.asburylive.org or call 
925-447-1950.

Calvary Tri-Valley, Sunday 
Services at 243 Scott Street, Liver-
more, 10:00am. www.calvaryliver-
more.org or 925-447-4357.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. 
Services: Sunday school – 9:45 
a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. All 
are welcome. 447-3428.

Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, 243 Scott Street, Liver-
more. 925-447-5462, services on 
Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.liver-
moresda.org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of 
God, 6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, 
Adult Sunday school 9:15 a.m., 
Worship 10:30 a.m., Children's 
Church (Pre-K-5th grade) 11:15 
a.m., Nursery to age 3, Women's 
Bible study Wednesdays at 10 
a.m., Senior Adult Ministries meet 
every other month. For ministry 
information call (925) 846-8650

Trinity Church,557 Olivina 
Ave., Livermore. New Sunday 
Worship Services & Children’s 
Ministry times now at 9AM & 
10:30AM. Small Groups also meet 
on Sundays, and during the week 
at various times/locations. Trinity 
Student Ministries (7-12th Grade) 
meet on Sundays at 9AM and on 
Weds. eve. from 7-9PM. Awana 
meets Sundays from 3:30-5:30PM 
trinitylivermore.org or 925-447-
1848.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 
Lomitas Ave., Livermore. Medita-
tion groups following the John 
Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, con-
tact Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox 
Church, 1047 Serpentine Lane 
#300, Pleasanton. Sunday Liturgy 
at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John 
Karcher at (831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 
3350 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
Services on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday 
School & Chapel at 10:15 a.m. All 
are most welcome to come and 
worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information 
call the church office 925-462-
4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, 
(925) 447-3289. www.saintbart-
slivermore.com.  Sunday service 
with Rev. Andrew Lobban, Priest-
in-Charge, 10:00 am Eucharist 
with music, childcare and Godly 
Play children education.

Pathway Community 
Church, 1055 Serpentine Lane, 
Pleasanton. Contemporary Wor-

ship Service, Sunday, 10:30 am. 
Children, youth, adult programs. 
Biblically based practIcal mes-
sages, nondenominational. All are 
welcome. www.pathwaycommu-
nitychurch.org (925) 322-1222.

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 486 S. J Street, Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 9:00 am, 
followed by Bible Study/Sunday 
School at 10:20 am. For more 
information, visit www.goodshep-
herd-livermore.org or call (950) 
371-6200.

Bethel Family Christian Cen-
ter, 501 North P Street, Livermore, 
Pastors are Don & Debra Qualls. 
Weekly ministries: Sunday 10 
a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 
10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds Fel-
lowship; Sunday Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Elementary aged 
children go to Kid’s Church fol-
lowing worship, nursery available; 
Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to the 
Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 
7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; in the 
dining hall; 925-449-4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasan-
ton, 7106 Johnson Drive, Services 
at 9:00 and 11:00. Interpretation 
for the deaf at 9:00. 925-227-1301. 
www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Liver-
more, meets at 10:00 am Sunday 
at 6751 Southfront Road, Suite 
6749, Livermore.  925-227-1301. 
www.thecrossing.org.

Cedar Grove Community 
Church, 2021 College Ave., Liver-
more. Worship Services 9 a.m. and 
10:45 a.m. www.cedargrove.org or 
call 447-2351. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-
0700. www.jewishtrivalley.com. 
Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Lynnewood United Method-
ist Church at 4444 Black Ave. 
offers a friendly congregation 
where all are welcome.  Summer 
worship schedule begins on May 
28th with one service at 9:30 a.m.  
Childcare provided. Contact Rev. 
Henry Kim or the church office 
at (925) 846-0221, send an email 
to office@lynnewood.org  or visit 
our website at www.lynnewood.
org.

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints--Livermore 
Stake: Sunday services--1501 Hill-
crest Ave: Sycamore Grove Ward 
9:00 am; Windmill Springs Ward 
11:00 am. 950 Mocho St: Valley 
View Ward 9:00 am; Vineyard Hills 
Ward 11:00 am; Mocho Branch 
(Spanish) 12:20 pm. 8203 Village 
Parkway, Dublin: Tri-Valley Young 
Single Adult Ward 1:30 pm.

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 
1st Ward: Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 
Paseo Santa Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd 
Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 3574 Vine-
yard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard 
Ave. Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 
Dublin 1st Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 

8203 Village Parkway.
John Knox Presbyterian 

Church, 7421 Amarillo Rd., Dub-
lin. Sunday worship service at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday school for ages 3-18 
during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High 
youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 
p.m. High school youth group 
Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. www.
jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unpro-
grammed worship, Sundays at 
6 pm, 1886 College Ave. (United 
Christian Church). www.Liver-
moreQuakers.com

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Con-
tractors St., Livermore. .Sunday 
School (all ages) – 8:30 AM. Com-
munion – 9:30 AM. 925-906-9561 
stfrancisanglican.church.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley - People from 
all faith traditions, cultures, 
races and sexual orientations 
welcome. Sunday service at 10:00 
a.m. Youth and teen programs 
offered as well. All are welcome. 
Meeting place 1886 College Ave., 
Livermore.  contact revharriet1@
yahoo.com or visit us at http://
csllvlighthouse.org.

St. Matthews Baptist 
Church, 851 Rincon Ave., 
Livermore. www, smbclive.com 
or 443.3686. Dr. Allen S. Turner. 
Worship services 8 and 11 a.m., 
Sunday family Bible school, 9:30 
p.m., Bible study and youth min-
istry, Wednesday 7 p.m. Feed the 
homeless, Saturday 11 a.m. Prayer, 
6 p.m. weekdays. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 
gives away clothing and other 
items every Monday 10-12. Do-
nations are also accepted on 
Mondays between 10-12. 4418 E. 
Avenue, Livermore.

Christ Church (a nonde-
nominational evangelical church 
formerly meeting in Pleasanton), 
Now meeting at Arroyo Mocho 
Elementary School, 1040 Florence 
Rd., Livermore. Worship service at 
9:00 a.m.; Educational Classes for 
all ages at 11:00 a.m. visit: www.
christchurch-trivalley.org or call 
925.846.0665.

Unity of Tri-Valley is a 
welcoming spiritual commu-
nity for people of all faiths and 
backgrounds. Children's program 
available. Ongoing groups and 
activities. Rev. Micah Murdock, 
minister. 7567 Amador Valley 
Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 am 
Sunday service. www.unityoftri-
valley.org. 925.829.2733.

GraceWay Church wor-
ships at 10 a.m. Sundays at Alisal 
Elementary School, 1454 Santa 
Rita Road while its new facility is 
being prepared. Services include 
band-led worship music, Sunday 
School for preschoolers and 
elementary through high school 
students. Infant care is provided. 
www.gracewaylife.org (925) 
846-4436. 

Grace Missionary Baptist 

Church, meets at 1759 Locust St., 
Livermore. (925) 667-1610. www.
gracembc.com. Sunday School, 
9:45 am; Sunday Worship, 11 am. 
Relevant and refreshing Bible 
teaching. Pastor: Jeff Barger.

Discovery Church of the 
Nazarene, 5862 Las Positas Road, 
Livermore. Pastor Curtis Lillie, 925 
449-5256. Community Breakfast 
(free) served every Sunday at 9:30 
AM. Worship Service, Sundays at 
10:45 AM

Gateway Church, 811 
Marylin Avenue, Livermore. 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School, 11:00 a.m. 
Worship. For more information 
visit gatewaylivermore.org or call 
Larry Trummel at 449.1444.

Grace Missionary Baptist 
Church in Livermore invites 
members of the community to 
Wednesday evening study, “Dis-
covering the Bible.”  Currently,  the 
subject is , “The Holy Spirit and 
His Work.”  The church address is 
1759 Locust Street in Livermore. 
Wednesday Bible Study begins at 
6:30 p.m. www.gracembc.com

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews 
Intro to Jewish Culture School - 
Sunday, September 10 from 10:30 
- 12:30 at Alden Lane Nursery 
in Livermore.  Learn about (and 
taste) apples and honey.  This is a 
great opportunity to learn about 
the Tri-Valley Cultural Jews and 
Jewish Culture School, which 
focuses on Jewish culture and 
history.    JCS is open to ages 6 
through 14, leading to a Secular 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Guest speaker - at Unity 
of Tri-Valley will be author and 
"joytologist" Allen Klein.  His 
theme is from his latest book, 
Secrets Kids Know…that Adults 
Oughta Learn, which will also be 
available for signing.  Amitabhan 
will be performing during the 
service.   All are welcome to this  
event on August 27, 10:00 a.m., 
7567 Amador Valley Blvd., Suite 
108, Dublin.  www.unityoftrival-
ley.org . One-minute  video at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vwsWIkHN1fE&rel=0

Congregation Beth Emek in 
Pleasanton annual open house 
Sunday August 20 from 10am 
- noon at 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton. All are invited to 
drop by to learn about worship 
opportunities, community, and 
educational programs for all ages. 
Meet Rabbi Larry Milder, Educa-
tion Director Judith Radousky, 
and Preschool Director Melinda 
McDonald, and take a tour of the 
building and visit the sanctuary 
and classrooms. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Congrega-
tion Beth Emek is an inclusive 
Reform synagogue with an open 
and participatory atmosphere. 
They welcome all people on their 
Jewish journey. For more informa-
tion, contact Membership chair 
Barry Schaeffer at membership@
bethemek.org.
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Milestones A 2006 American High 
School graduate and Pleasan-
ton native is serving in Japan 
in the U.S. Navy aboard USS 
Germantown.

Petty Officer 1st Class 
Nicholas Johnson (pictured 
at right) is an electronics 
technician aboard the ship 
operating out of Sasebo, 
Japan.

A Navy electronics tech-
nician is responsible for 
the operation of a ship’s 
electrical power generation 
systems.

“The best part of my job is 
taking care of my sailors and 
helping them grow, showing 
them the importance of our 
history,” said Johnson.

With more than 50 per-
cent of the world's shipping 
tonnage and a third of the 
world's crude oil passing 
through the region, the U.S. 

Pleasanton Native Serves in Japan 
Aboard Forward-Deployed Ship

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Theodore Quintana, 
Navy Office of Community Outreach 

has historic and enduring 
interests in this part of the 
world. 

Commissioned in 1986, 
Germantown is the second 
Navy ship named after the 
Revolutionary War Battle of 
Germantown. With a crew 

of more than 900 sailors 
and Marines, Germantown 
is 609 feet long and weighs 
approximately 16,000 tons. 
Designed specifically to 
operate landing craft air 
cushion small craft vessels, 
Whidbey Island-class dock 
landing ships have the larg-
est capacity for these landing 
craft out of any U.S. Navy 
amphibious ship.

“The command here has 
family leadership styles 
which makes for a great en-
vironment to work in,” said 
Johnson.

“Serving in the Navy 
means a lot to me,” said 
Johnson. “The history of the 
Navy is rich. We are the old-
est military and dedicating 
my life to serving my country 
brings me great pride.”

The Navy's presence in 
Sasebo is part a long-stand-
ing commitment.

Morgan Vonderach, a 
2017 graduate of Granada 
High School in Liver-
more, competed last week 
at elite national pony 
finals at the Kentucky 
Horse Park in USEF Na-
tional Pony Finals.  She 
placed 18th overall in her 
Medium Green Hunter 
division and 5th overall in 
the Medium Green Welsh 
Pony division.  

Morgan set a goal in 
the winter to qualify and 
compete in what would 
be her last eligible year 
due to her age.  After 
the initial pony she was 
training became unable to 
compete, Morgan and her 
trainer, Adrienne Grasso, 
were able to find another 
local pony to lease in or-
der to be able to achieve 
her goal.  The hard work 
and drive paid off with 
Morgan being the only 
rider from the Tri-Valley 
to qualify for the overall 
ribbons in any division 
this year.  

It was the 50th an-
niversary for this presti-
gious competition with 
over 600 ponies from all 
across the US competing.  

Morgan has  been 
competing since she was 
10 years old in Hunter, 
Jumper, and Equitation 
disciplines.  She will be 
attending UC San Diego 
in the fall, joining the 
school's equestrian team.

Katherine Klem of Livermore, was named to the University 
of Dallas Dean's List for the spring 2017 semester for earning a 
semester GPA of 3.5 or higher. Klem is majoring in English.

Rachel Marlett of Livermore, was named to the University of 
Dallas Honor Roll for the spring 2017 semester for earning a semester 
GPA of 3.0-3.49. Marlett is majoring in Classical Philology - Latin.

EDUCATION

On August 10, more than a 
dozen real estate profession-
als from southern and eastern 
Alameda county gathered at 
the Kids Against Hunger Bay 
Area facility in Pleasanton 
to pack meals, network and 
have fun.  Within 90 minutes 
the group had packed 5,400 
meals.

“It was amazing,” said 
Justin Ramos, a REALTOR® 
and the 2017 Vice Chair of 
the Bay East Young Profes-
sionals Network. “It’s very 
rewarding to be able to give 
back to the people who are 
less fortunate than us.”

Kids Against Hunger Bay 
Area is the regional chapter 
of a national nonprofit orga-
nization committed to both 
feeding starving children 
and making children, teens 
and adults part of the solu-

tion. Their program enlists 
volunteers to package and 
ship meals to children in 
developing countries and the 
United States.

“We’ve been helping Kids 
Against Hunger for a few 
years,” Ramos said. “They 
have a great mission, they’re 
very involved in Haiti and 
other parts of the world who 
have children who eat maybe 
one or two meals per week.  
They’re very giving and like 
to reach out to people who 
need it the most.”

“It was a great experience 
for both building a team 
with the young professionals 
from Bay East and for giv-
ing back to the community,” 
said William Doerlich, 2017 
President of the Bay East As-
sociation of REALTORS®. 
Doerlich was one of the RE-

ALTOR® volunteers pack-
ing food for Kids Against 
Hunger. “REALTORS® 
have always been known to 
be very community-oriented, 
it’s where we live and work, 
and giving back to the com-
munity is important not just 
from a business perspective 
but from a personal perspec-
tive.  And, the event was a 
lot of fun, there was a lot of 
camaraderie.”

The Bay East Young Pro-
fessionals Network Commit-
tee members are the voice 
and advocate for Bay East’s 
young REALTORS® and 
Affiliates. They support the 
development of young real 
estate professionals through 
association participation, 
career advancement, com-
munity involvement, and 
cultivation of future leaders.

Real Estate Professionals Help Out 
with Kids Against Hunger 

Granada Grad Shows Well at Pony Finals

Morgan Vonderach 


