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PET OF THE WEEk 
This flashy kitten is just as famous as Miss Piggy the Muppet. 
She is Kitty City's best performer. She leaps, rolls and even 
slides across the floor. But Miss Piggy is dreaming of a bigger 
stage. A stage that she can call home, and an audience that 
she can call family. Come give this famous friend a spotlight 
in your home where she can sing dance and show off all her 
talents. Call Valley Humane Society at 925-426-8656 or visit the 
web site www.valleyhumane.org for more info on Miss Piggy 
and her friends. Valley Humane Society's Kitty City is located 
at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton.

The City of Pleasanton and 
its Committee on Energy and 
the Environment present the 
second of its free lecture series 
focused on the topic of Green 
Vehicle Alternatives on Satur-
day, August 28. The event will 
be held at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Boulevard, 
at 2:00 p.m.

The lecture will include a 
panel discussion about com-
pressed natural gas vehicles, 
electric vehicles, and other 
transportation options such as 
natural gas operated scooters 
and Segway personal vehicles. 
A display of alternative energy 
vehicles will also be on display 
at the event.

The California Energy Com-
mission reports that more than 
40% of all energy used in the 
state moves people and goods, 
and almost all of this transpor-
tation energy demand is met by 
petroleum, making California 
the third-largest consumer of 
transportation fuels in the world 
(behind the United States as a 
whole and China). This high 
level of consumption comes at 
a cost to the state’s economy and 
environment.

This free lecture will provide 
consumers with the latest infor-
mation about alternative energy 
transportation options. For more 
information, please call (925) 
931-5500.
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Valley vintners prepare for the upcoming harvest. The vineyard in the photo is on Reuss Road.

Green Vehicles 
Is the Topic of 
Presentation

A group of Livermore resi-
dents/homeowners have request-
ed a meeting with the Livermore 
City Council and BART manag-
ers to discuss the impact on their 
properties, and quality of life, 
should the BART extension to 
Livermore be constructed.  

Their concerns include:
1.  81+ homes and many busi-

nesses will be destroyed to make 
way for the new lines.

2. Property “in the affected 
corridor” and condemned, would 
have to be disclosed upon sale, 
making it unsellable to anyone 
but BART.

3. BART has the authority to 
acquire part or all of properties 
by eminent domain, but they 
have no funding for this project 
and say it could be 15-30 years 
before they acquire the funding.  
The delays would tie up proper-
ties for decades, which would 
eventually result in a reduction 
of maintenance and the value 
of the properties condemned.  
Eminent domain requires the 
property value be assessed at the 
time of sale.

4.  The approved Livermore 
project is estimated to cost $3.8 
billion.  The Bay Area Transpor-
tation Improvement Program has 
a budget of only $200 million 
for 2011 and a list of 40 projects 
pending, the first eight totaling 

Residents Ask 
For Information 
On BART Impacts

(See BART, page 3)
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Riley Durant, age 5 of Livermore, plays at Val Vista Park in Pleasanton. For more photos at Val Vista, see page 2.

The Obama Administration’s 
decision not to develop the robust 
new nuclear explosive called the 
reliable replacement warhead 
has helped resolve a writing di-
lemma for anthropologist Hugh 
Gusterson, who has spent 17 
years working on a book about 
the Livermore and Los Alamos 
weapons labs following the end 

of the Cold War.
The dilemma was that his 

book, tentatively titled Simulat-
ing Armageddon, was going to be 
about the weapons program in the 
absence of nuclear testing. 

He was unsure whether testing 
would resume and whether the 
Lab would be allowed to design a 
new weapon (the RRW) without 

testing it.
“I was terrified that I didn’t 

know how the story would end,” 
he says. 

If testing started up again, the 
premise of his book could dis-
solve. It was hard to write the fi-
nal chapter not knowing whether 
the Lab would be allowed to field 
a new warhead. Now, “I have a 

hard time finding anyone who 
doesn’t think the RRW is dead.” 

The book is perhaps 80 per-
cent written, he estimates. How-
ever, that doesn’t mean he can 
simply race to the finish.  He 
will need a grant to support him 
while writing, unburdened by 
the demands of teaching.  (He 

Dilemma Resolved, Nuclear Author
Can Move on With Book, And More 

(See NUCLEAR, page 9) (See LAWSUIT, page 4)

The Lin family, owners of 
Oak Grove, has sued the City of 
Pleasanton in an attempt to over-
ride the voters of Pleasanton and 
force the city to allow a develop-
ment to move forward.

The Oak Grove Development 
proposed to build 51 custom 
homes in the southeast hills of 
Pleasanton. In June, Pleasanton 
voters supported a referendum 
of the planned unit development 
(PUD) proposal.

The lawsuit puts the issue on 
the table again in time for the 
upcoming council and mayoral 
election in November.

This is the third lawsuit against 
the City of Pleasanton concern-
ing the Oak Grove development, 
resulting in two-and-a-half years 
of litigation. The first lawsuit was 
aimed at invalidating the referen-
dum with the claim that the peti-
tions did not contain the required 
information. The Court of Appeal 
rejected the argument.  The sec-
ond Oak Grove lawsuit was filed 
to force the city manager to sign 
the development agreement. The 
court ordered the city manager to 
sign the agreement. 

The lawsuit claims that the 
development agreement ap-
proved by the city council at the 
same time is still valid, therefore 
the development can move for-
ward. The lawsuit argues  that 
the referendum only concerned 
the (PUD) plan for how the lots 
would be placed, not the project 
approval. Their claim is that the 
council, as part of its action in 
2007,  approved a development 
agreement that authorized the 
Lins to proceed with their devel-
opment. By failing to include the 
development agreement in the 

Lins Sue 
Pleasanton 
- Again

A 20-year-old non-profit 
group that creates housing for 
developmentally disabled adults 
is opening its 8th and 9th houses 
this year.

REACH (Resources Educa-
tion Activities Community and 
Housing) has acquired the homes 
and has been matching people 
with the homes.

REACH has three sites in 
Livermore and now six in Pleas-
anton, with the addition of the 
two new homes.

The two newest acquisitions 
are for a married couple and for 

REACH Adds Homes for Disabled Adults
three women. It will be only the 
second home opened for women 
among the programs nine do-
miciles.

Norm Guest, one of the found-
ing members of REACH, said 
that a group of relatives of de-
velopmentally disabled adults got 
together to try to provide local 
places for them to live.

Before REACH began, dis-
abled adults leaving their parents’ 
homes had to go all the way to 
Oakland, Stockton or Sacra-
mento for housing. It’s a concern 

for parents who are getting older, 
and looking ahead to see how 
their children will fare after they 
are gone.

Now, with nine homes be-
tween Livermore and Pleasan-
ton, people from other cities 
outside the area are visiting 
REACH meetings to see how 
they can implement the program 
in their areas. Visitors have come 
from Modesto and Fresno, said 
Guest.

REACH’s first effort was the 
purchase of duplexes in Liver-

more and Pleasanton. The Asso-
ciation for Retarded Citizens had 
some money from sale of a build-
ing in Livermore. They turned it 
over to REACH as a grant for 
their first down payment.

After opening of the two 
houses, it became easier for 
REACH to obtain grants, because 
a good record of performance 
was established that impressed 
the cities’ housing commissions, 
said Guest.

In addition to grants, REACH 
has sponsored a fund-raiser an-

nually to pay for such things as 
replacement of appliances and 
for yard maintenance. “We’ve 
been able to raise $50,000 each 
year through fund- raisers,” said 
Guest.

The next annual fund-raiser 
will happen Oct. 4 with a golf 
tournament at the Sunol Valley 
Country Club.

Many volunteers have been 
generous with their time to help 
the group. Service clubs have 
donated materials and time to 

(See REACH, page 4)

The Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory Retirees 
Group has filed a formal petition 
in Superior Court, seeking to 
force the University of Califor-
nia to restore the retiree popula-
tion to the UC health system.

The petition asks the Court 
“to mandate that the Regents of 
the University of California pro-
vide retiree medical coverage to 
all UC retirees who retired from 
LLNL while UC was managing 
the laboratory,” according to 
Joe Requa, head of the Retirees 
Group. 

It also asks for damages, 
meaning reimbursement for 
excess costs and interest in-
curred by retirees because they 
were moved out of UC health 
programs.

The University of California 
declined to comment because 

Lab Retirees Petition Court,
Demand UC Benefits

it had not seen the court papers 
yet.

Plaintiffs listed in the petition 
are Requa, Jay Davis, Donna 
Ventura and Wendell Moen.  If 
the court action is successful, all 
Lab retirees who retired in the 
UC system – not just the plain-
tiffs — would benefit, Requa 
said.

The action is the outgrowth of 
months of effort by Requa and 
others, from informal meetings 
with University managers to 
briefing UC Regents and seeking 
congressional help.

Requa has made it clear that 
he and his group did not want to 
go to court if they could avoid 
it.  “I didn’t want to be in this 
position.  I spent seven years at 
the University (as a student.)  I’m 
very much in favor of the Univer-

(See BENEFITS, page 5)
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Cameron Lamb, age 3 of 
Pleasanton, had a grand 
time running through the 
water feature at Val Vista 
Park.

SUMMER 
FUN

IN THE
WATER
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Democrats Hire Executive Director
The Alameda County Democratic Party has 

announced it has hired longtime party activist 
and fundraiser Michael Colbruno as Executive 
Director of the local party.

As Executive Director, Colbruno will be 
responsible for raising money, coordinating 
with state and local campaigns, interacting with 
elected officials, serving as a spokesperson for 
the local party, and assisting in the party’s day-
to-day operations. 

“We are thrilled that we found someone with 
Michael Colbruno’s skill set to work for the 
party at a time when Republicans are throwing 
hundreds of millions of dollars around to buy 
an election. The Democratic Party is relying on 
Alameda County to organize a massive voter 
turnout to offset GOP gains elsewhere,” said 
Alameda County Democratic Party Chair Robin 
Torello. “We feel that we found the right person 
for the job.”

Colbruno spent the last eleven years as a vice 
president for government affairs at a Fortune 500 
company. He is a longtime party activist who has 
served as a delegate to both state and national 
conventions. Before entering the private sector, 
he worked as press secretary for the successful 
San Francisco 49ers stadium campaign, chief-
of-staff to Carole Migden at the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors and State Assembly, and 
legislative director and Board of Supervisors 
liaison for Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr. 

He has been active in numerous Democratic 
clubs, including a leadership role in the Alice 
B. Toklas Gay & Lesbian Democratic Club. He 
served as chair of OakPAC for the previous six 
years, transforming a little known PAC into one 
of the most sought after endorsements in Oak-
land. Over the last decade, he has raised hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for East Bay candidates 
and progressive causes.

For more information about the Alameda 
County Democratic Party go to www.acdems.
org.

Dao Heads New Agency
The Alameda County Transportation Com-

mission appointed its first executive director, 
Arthur Dao, to lead the newly formed countywide 
transportation agency. The announcement came 
after a decision during a special meeting of the 
full commission, and comes more than one month 
ahead of the anticipated schedule, which aimed 
to have the new executive director in place by 
late September 2010. 

Dao’s appointment follows a broad national 
search to fill the new position. The addition of 
an executive director will allow the commission, 
formed earlier in the year by a Joint Powers 
Agreement between the Alameda County Trans-
portation Improvement Authority (ACTIA) and 
the Alameda County Congestion Management 
Agency (ACCMA), to move forward with plans 
for the consolidation of the two agencies.

Dao transitions into the commission’s execu-
tive director position from his previous function 
with ACTIA, where he was appointed in June 
2001 to serve as the deputy director. In that 
capacity, Dao was responsible for the delivery 
of the Measure B funded capital program. He 
is credited with developing and overseeing the 
early delivery of nearly all Measure B capital 
infrastructure projects. 

To date, the process of forming the Alameda 
CTC has involved many prior steps, beginning 
in January 2009 with a consolidation analysis 
outlining the benefits of combining ACTIA and 
ACCMA. In January 2010, the Boards of ACTIA 
and ACCMA expressed joint support of a merger. 
In February 2010 a draft Joint Powers Agreement, 
was approved by the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors, the city councils of all 14 cities in 
the county, and the boards of AC Transit and 
BART.

Under Dao’s direction, final steps will include 
formally transitioning and integrating current 
ACTIA and ACCMA operations to the new 
commission in the coming months. Dao brings 
over 24 years of transportation engineering and 
management experience to the commission. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
degree from the University of California at Davis 
and is a registered engineer.

For more information about the Alameda 
County Transportation Commission, visit the 
Commission’s website at www.AlamedaCTC.

org.

Last W62 Warhead Dismantled
U.S. Secretary of Energy Steven Chu an-

nounced that the Department of Energy’s Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) 
has dismantled the last W62 nuclear warhead. 
The final W62 was dismantled during an August 
11, 2010 visit by Chu to NNSA’s Pantex Plant 
outside Amarillo, Texas.

Completed a full year ahead of schedule, the 
W62 dismantlement program safely and securely 
took apart the retired 1970s era warhead, which 
will never again be a part of the U.S. nuclear 
weapons stockpile.

NNSA’s Lawrence Livermore and Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories designed the W62 warhead, 
which supported the nation’s intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM) program. The U.S. pro-
duced the W62 in the 1970s. The warhead was in 
service until recently. The delivery platform was 
the Air Force Minuteman III ICBM.

“Completing the last W62 dismantlement is a 
tangible demonstration of our firm commitment 
to support the President’s goal of reducing the 
number of nuclear weapons and their role in the 
U.S. national security strategy,” said Secretary 
Chu.  

The dismantling of the final W62 warhead 
is consistent with the goal President Obama 
announced in his April 2009 Prague speech to 
reduce the number of nuclear weapons. In that 
speech the President said “we will reduce the 
role of nuclear weapons in our national security 
strategy and urge others to do the same.”

As a key part of its national security mission, 
NNSA is responsible for safely dismantling 
weapons that are no longer needed and disposing 
of the excess material and components. The dis-
mantlement process includes four steps: retiring 
a weapon from service; returning it to NNSA’s 
Pantex Plant; taking it apart by physically 
separating the high explosives from the special 
nuclear material; and processing the material 
and components, which includes evaluation, 
reuse, demilitarization, sanitization, recycling, 
and ultimate disposal.

BART Has Surplus Funds
After paying all of its bills for the previous 

budget year, which ended June 30, BART esti-
mates it will have approximately $4 million left 
over.  That’s in addition to the $4.5 million in left 
over revenues the agency is predicting it will have 
after all expenses are paid in the current budget 
year, which began July 1.

A proposed temporary fare cut was consid-
ered at last week’s BART Board of Directors 
meeting.

The board declined to vote on a temporary fare 
rollback. Instead, the Board will look at postpon-
ing the next regularly scheduled fare increase by 
6 months.  The next time fares are scheduled to go 
up is January 1, 2012. The board is considering 
delaying that until July 1, 2012.  The Board will 
revisit the issue at its next meeting, August 26.

BART has projected $4.5 million in extra 
available funding for Fiscal Year 2011, due in 
large part to the agency’s efforts to manage ex-
penses over the past couple of years by cutting 
costs to match declining revenues as a result of 
the bad economy. Additionally, the surplus is 
partly the result of a court order that required the 
state of California to return money it had previ-
ously redirected from BART’s budget in order to 
solve its own budgetary problems.

BART Board President James Fang issued a 
statement about the unused funds, which com-
bined, gives the agency $8.5 million extra dollars 
in its budget.

“We are fortunate that we have the opposite 
problem that many of our sister transit agencies 
have.  However, our revenue situation didn’t 
come easily. We saw this bad economy coming 
two to three years ago, and we had to make some 
tough decisions.  We raised fares while cutting 
costs by instituting a selective hiring freeze and 
working with our union partners during a chal-
lenging labor negotiation period that ultimately 
saved $100 million dollars in labor expenses – all 
without a single layoff.  BART’s financial health 
is not only important to the Bay Area’s mobility 
but to the region’s economy.  We have $3.6 billion 
in capital projects that are underway – creating 
nearly 130,000 job opportunities across the Bay 
Area and the nation.”

                              

 

$19.65 billion.  Is the chosen ex-
tension option at all realistic?

5. Portola and Junction Av-
enues will be torn up for about 
six years to put in the tunnel, 
creating dust, noise and havoc in 
the surrounding areas.

6. BART currently runs 154 
trains per day, one approximately 
every eight minutes around the 
clock, except for 1:30-4:00 am.  
According to the BART Environ-
mental Impact Report, the noise 
and vibration levels along the 
tracks will be at an unhealthy lev-
el (thus the condemned homes), 

and a disruption to hundreds of 
other surrounding homes and 
businesses.  In addition, BART 
riders will increase traffic mak-
ing the north-east portion of 
Livermore an undesirable place 
to locate.

7. We would like to know why 
the property owners in BART’s 
path were not notified in advance 
of the vote by the City Council.  
The majority of those affected 
had no idea this was happening.

A meeting has been scheduled 
with interested individuals by 
Bob Vinn, the Assistant City En-

gineer, for 6:30 p.m., Thursday, 
August 26, at the City Council 
Chambers, 3375 Pacific Avenue, 
Livermore.   

BART
(continued from page one)

The Board of Directors of the 
Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District (LARPD) approved 
a Master Property Agreement 
with the City of Livermore at last 
week’s meeting.

The vote was 4 to 0 with Scott 
Kamena absent. Board member 
Maryalice Faltings declared, 
“I hope the city council takes 
note that we passed this with 
alacrity.”

The approval of the agree-
ment comes after the Livermore 
City Council continued a request 
for sewer service to a proposed 
ranger station in Sycamore Grove 
Park until the agreement was rati-
fied by the park district.

Mayor Marshall Kamena con-
tinued the request until  LARPD 
completed its part of a master 
property agreement. Marshall 
Kamena stated, “We’ve been so 
close so many times to complet-
ing the agreement over the past 
23 years. I think we need a pack-
age that includes the sewer ser-
vice and property agreement.”

The city’s permission is need-
ed to obtain the sewer service, 

because the park is outside the 
urban growth boundary.  

LARPD maintains 28 parks. 
It also maintains three historic 
buildings  owned by the City of 
Livermore, which were acquired 
over the years through develop-
ment. In addition, LARPD owns 
and operates several other parks, 
including Robertson Park, the 
top portion of Brushy Peak and 
Sycamore Grove Park. 

The agreement will serve 
as a guiding instrument for the 
acquisition, maintenance and im-
provement of city-owned parks 
and facilities. It also formalizes 
the review of maintenance and 
funding for improvements made 
to these facilities. The Master 
Property Agreement consolidates 
a number of agreements into 
which the two agencies have en-
tered over the years. It has a 10-
year term. There is the potential 
to extend the agreement for four 
ten year terms.

LARPD General Manager 
Tim Barry commented that the 
agreement will allow for more 
collaboration in funding and 

LARPD OKs Property Agreement
planning major improvements 
in the future. “That’s a good 
thing.”

It was noted that in two years 
the city would be taking over 
maintenance of Carnegie Park 
and may consider taking over the 
Carnegie Building, as well.

Board president David Furst 
asked that reference to district 
owned and maintained trails be 
deleted. Furst said the focus of 
the agreement is on city owned 
and park district maintained 
and park district owned and city 
maintained properties. There 
shouldn’t be mention of trails 
outside the city limits. The rest 
of the board agreed.

The LARPD capital improve-
ment budget includes $200,000 
for the Sycamore Grove Ranger 
Station project this year and 
$432,512 for 2011/2012. The 
money comes from a payment 
made by Chevron as mitigation 
to be allowed to place a pipeline 
through the park. The ranger 
station project is expected to go 
to bid this fiscal year. It has been 
delayed while the district negoti-
ated with the city for out of area 
sewage service and with Zone 7 
for water.

 

Three Valley offices on the 
Nov. 2 ballot won’t have any 
mystery about the winner, now 
that filing is finally closed.

Incumbent Ayn Wieskamp 
is running unopposed for the 
District 5 East Bay Regional 
Park District seat on the board. 
Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti has 
no opposition.

On the Dublin school board, 
only two people filed for the 
two seats expiring on the Dublin 
board. They will be elected au-
tomatically. They are incumbent 
David Haubert and newcomer 
Sean Kenney.

Kenney will replace Jennifer 
Henry, who announced that she 
would not seek re-election. She 
cited health concerns.

The Dublin school board will 
have a second new person joining 
it after the November election. 
The board was to meet Tuesday 
night to decide whether to call a 
special election, or make an ap-
pointment to replace incumbent 
John Ledahl, who resigned ef-
fective Aug. 10. His term expires 
in 2012.

Superintendent Stephen Han-
ke recommended an appoint-
ment, so that the district would 
not have to spend money on a 
special election. The district 
could not use the November 
election to present voters with 
a choice of Ledahl’s successor. 
The vacancy did not fall into the 
window of time specified by state 
law for qualifying candidates for 
the ballot.

Ledahl told The Independent 
that he resigned because his 
duties as program director at a 
Concord program for develop-
mentally disabled adults was 
increasing. That was taking away 
time from his work as a trustee. 
To continue would be unfair to 
other board members, he said.

Ledahl said that he had been 
thinking about resigning, and 
made up his mind to do so af-
ter Henry announced that she 
wouldn’t run again. “This is an 
opportunity to add new members 
to the board by the end of the 
year,” he said.

All other Valley seats on the 
November ballot will be con-
tested. There were no new filings 
for those offices since the filing 
deadline was extended for five 
calendar days in elections where 
at least one incumbent failed to 
file by Aug. 6.

For the Pleasanton School 
Board candidates are Sandy 
Piterit, Jeff Bowser and Joan 
Laursen.

Confirmed candidates for 
Livermore Area Recreation and 

Park District are incumbent 
Maryalice Faltings and new-
comers Bob Coomber, Maureen 
Turner, and Bob Thrailkill.

For the Livermore school 
board, candidates are incumbents 
William Dunlop, Anne White 
and Kate Runyon and challenger 
Thomas McLaughlin, a previous 
school board member. 

In the Pleasanton city council 
race, Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
and councilmember Cindy Mc-
Govern have been confirmed for 
the contest for the mayor’s seat. 
Council candidates are incum-
bents Jerry Thorne and Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio and challengers 
Karla Brown and Fred Watson.

For Dublin City Council 
ncumbents Don Biddle and Kate 
Ann Scholz will be on the city 
council ballot, joined by Eric 
Swalwell.  

ABRAM ENDORSED
The National Federation of 

Independent Business/Califor-
nia SAFE Trust  has endorsed 
Republican Abram Wilson for 

the Assembly District 15.  The 
endorsement comes from NFIB’s 
California Save America’s Free 
Enterprise Trust, the organiza-
tion’s political action committee, 
and is based on voting records 
and positions on key small busi-
ness issues to evaluate the candi-
dates’ views on legislative issues 
affecting small business.

The seat is currently held by 
Democrat Joan Buchanan.

“Abram Wilson is a fiscal 
conservative who will fight tax 
increases and additional burdens 
on small businesses,” said John 
Kabateck, NFIB/CA Executive 
Director. “His business acumen 
and savvy, combined with his 
record of balancing the budget 
in San Ramon as Mayor, is ex-
perience we desperately need in 
the Assembly. NFIB is proud to 
support him.”

NFIB is a small business 
association that represents its 
members in Washington, D.C. 
and all 50 states.  

Valley Elections Set; Dublin 
School Board To Have Two 
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Stoneridge Creek
Bill and Cathy James
Pleasanton

Five years ago, we were de-
lighted to learn that a devel-
opment company, Stoneridge 

Creek, was coming to Pleasanton 
to build an 800 unit senior citizen 
residential and continuing care 
facility. We put down a deposit 
with the expectation that it would 
be completed in two to three 
years.

Little did we know how slow-
ly this dream would take to make 
its way through the political pro-
cess. It has now been five years 
and there is still no construction. 
Some of the delays have been 
procedural and difficult to antici-
pate. But enough is enough. No 
more delays. Move the project 
forward. Consideration should be 
given to the seniors who wish to 
live at Stoneridge Creek, rather 

than those whom would obstruct 
the process.

We urge the city council to 
consider and approve the Supple-
mental EIR on August 24, 2010 
and we will be on our way to 
seeing Stoneridge Creek become 
a reality.

LARPD Board Candidate 
Kathleen Schoening
Livermore

Livermore has one of the 
BEST Park and Rec depart-
ment hands down. According to 
LARPD's website, "The mission 
of the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District is to provide 
the people of this area with an 

outstanding system of parks, 
recreation areas and facilities, 
along with providing recreation 
programs that will stimulate, 
educate and enrich the lives of 
people within the District."

I know for our family their 
programs have been a great 
opportunity to explore life and 
try things at a reasonable or no 
cost.

However with all great organi-
zations, they can be even better.

LARPD Board has an election 
this year and with great pleasure 
it is a privilege to say we know 
and fully endorse one of the 
candidates Bob Fourwheelbob 

(See MAILBOX, page 9)

EBRPD GM Retires
Pat O’Brien has announced his retirement as general 

manager of the East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD), 
a post he has held for 22 years. Retirement takes effect 
January 1, 2011.

On O’Brien’s watch, EBRPD experienced a tremen-
dously rich period of growth, much of it involving the open 
spaces of the Livermore-Amador Valley. EBRPD grew from 
66,000 acres in 1988 when O’Brien was hired to 104,000 
acres today and from 48 to 65 parks. In addition, 100 miles 
of new trails have been developed. EBRPD today is the 
largest local park and recreation agency in the U.S.

The “Pat O’Brien years” also saw Livermore joining the 
district and EBRPD venturing into a number of creative 
partnerships, such as the Camp Arroyo youth environmental 
center near Livermore.

Passage of the Measure WW $500 million parks bond, 
which required a two-thirds majority, was testament to 
the trust, and even love, the people of the East Bay feel 
for this district.

Pat O’Brien has played a major role in all of this. Upon 
his retirement, he can look back with genuine pride at a 
job very well done.

Vineyard Goes Organic 
Tri-Valley Vineyards has gained certification by the 

California Certified Organic Farmers, the nation’s largest 
organic farmer organization.

It joins Retzlaff, which is also a certified organic vine-
yard.

Tri-Valley Vineyards consists of 90 acres under cul-
tivation on a hill near Las Positas College just north of 
Interstate 580.

John Kontrabecki, the owner, hopes to inspire others to 
go organic. He envisions the Livermore Valley developing 
a reputation as “the organic wine grape growing region in 
Northern California, a special place with a strong environ-
mental tradition and top quality wineries.”

To date, a handful of Livermore Valley vineyards have 
obtained certification at other levels of organic farming  
-  sustainable or green. Wente and Concannon are certi-
fied as “sustainable” and Cedar Mountain has a “green” 
certification.

Kontrabecki’s vision may be unrealistic. Certification is 
an arduous process. Vintners must make difficult business 
decisions before undertaking it.

However, Kontrabecki’s efforts are to be applauded. With 
its location on I-580, his vineyard is seen by thousands of 
people every day. It’s the Livermore Valley’s most visible 
vineyard. It would be hard to find a standard bearer for the 
organic movement that would stand out more.

referendum, the lawsuit contends 
that the Save Pleasanton’s Hills 
citizens’ group missed its oppor-
tunity to referend the vote that 
allowed the development.

Both the PUD and the de-
velopment agreement contain a 
“poison pill” provision, which 
would nullify the other docu-
ment if one were overturned by 
the voters.

The Lins, through their at-
torney Andrew B. Sabey of the 
San Francisco law firm of Cox, 
Castle & Nicholson LLP, argue 
that the poison pill language 
was only included in the text of 
the ordinances and was not “a 
condition or term in the actual 
Development Agreement.”

In the Alameda County Supe-
rior Court case No, VG08 41651, 
heard last December the lawyer 
for the Lin’s told the judge, “we 
acknowledge that if the refer-
endum by the opponents were 
successful in setting aside the 
PUD ordinance [Oak Grove], the 
poison-pill language as it’s called 
— will have the effect of setting 
aside the Development Agree-
ment as well.   We accept that.”  
The judge then responded with, “ 
It seems absolutely clear.”

In addition, James Tong, the 
Lin’s representative, and the 
Lin’s attorney R. Clark Morrison, 
signed an acknowledgement in 
2008 that there would be no claim 
of vested rights under the devel-
opment agreement approved by 
the city if the PUD ordinance was 
set aside through the referendum 
process.

 In February, the council voted 
4 to 1 in closed session to retain 
the poison pill provision in both 
ordinances. Cheryl Cook-Kallio 
voted “no.” She explained at the 
time that her vote was consistent 
with her original opposition to 

the poison pill provision.
The organizers of the refer-

endum, Karla Brown and Kay 
Ayala calls the lawsuit, “a disap-
pointment.” 

“After suing the City of Pleas-
anton and its citizens three times, 
it really is a shame these devel-
opers are only interested in their 
own financial gains.  It is state 
law that citizens can overturn a 
bad decision by a City Council 
through the referendum voting 
process.  They are trying to take 
away our rights.  It is clear from 
the recent election, people do not 
want the Oak Grove develop-
ment,” said Karla Brown, current 
City Council candidate, past 
co-chair of the No on Measure 
D/Oak Grove Campaign and co-
author of Pleasanton’s Ridgeline 
Protection Ordinance.

Kay Ayala, also a Co-chair of 
the No on Measure D/Oak Grove 
Campaign  stated, “The Lin fam-
ily has no regard for the voters or 
our tax money as they keep suing 
the city, including this frivolous 
lawsuit.”  

Ayala stated that the city coun-
cil will once again determine  the 
fate of this ridgetop development 
in how they defend the lawsuit. 
The city council majority did 
not support the city defending 
the referendum in the previous 
court battles.

In an example of what voters 
might expect to hear from now 
until November, Ayala added, 
“The mayor and two city coun-
cilmembers who campaigned 
against ridgeline protections, 
campaigned for Oak Grove, and 
have taken campaign contribu-
tions from the developer, could 
now override the will of people.  
It is important that they are voted 
out of office in November before 
they allow the ridges to be de-
stroyed forever.”

LAWSUIT
(continued from page one)

install such things as ramps at 
the houses.

REACH itself is all-volunteer. 
Guest is retired, and has time to 
take responsibility for two of the 
houses. He meets with residents 
to make sure everything is going 
all right.

Julie Testa, a former Human 
Relations Commission (HRC) 
member in Pleasanton, is also 
property manager for two houses. 
“I receive phone calls when the 
washing machine breaks down. I 
go and have that contact (with the 

residents). It’s such a hands-on, 
familiar thing to do,” said Testa.

Testa’s involvement with 
REACH came about in an inter-
esting way. During her last meet-
ing as an HRC commissioner, 
someone from REACH was in 
attendance. After the meeting, 
the REACH member asked Testa 
to join.

“It was spontaneous. I was 
always a huge advocate for this 
organization (while on the HRC). 
It’s an amazing organization. 
Now I’m working harder than I 

did on the HRC,” said Testa.
Testa said that the current 

housing market has been a boon 
for REACH. It has enabled the 
group to buy properties at much 
lower prices than they had previ-
ously.

Even a house they bought 
when prices were much higher is 
being retained, instead of going 
to foreclosure, said Testa. The 
group is determined to honor that 
mortgage commitment, she said. 
With the volunteer labor helping 
to keep overhead low, and the 

annual fund-raiser, retaining the 
higher-price residence has been 
successful.

Testa and Guest both look 
forward to continued expansion 
of REACH’s mission in the two 
cities. “I’s an inspired group, 
with plenty of dedication behind 
it. “The city governments like it, 
because they feel the program 
gives plenty of results for the 
grant money they dish out from 
federal community block grants, 
said Testa.

REACH
(continued from page one)

The new STAR test results 
for California schools have been 
released. They indicate continued 
academic achievement for Valley 
districts.

STAR results include four 
different tests: two for spe-
cial education students, one for 
Spanish-speaking students with 
limited English skills, and the 
California Standards Test (CST). 
Most students took the CST.

All of the testing forms the 
basis for the Academic Perfor-
mance Index (API), which will 
be released by the state either 
at the end of this month or in 
September.

On the CST, there are five 
categories. Three of them are 
at levels that are below par: the 
basic, below basic and far below 
basic categories. Students are 
expected to be proficient, which 
means they are performing to 
grade-level expectations, or 
advanced.

For example, in the 5th grade 
science test in Livermore schools, 
34 percent were proficient and 38 
percent were advanced. Their 
combined scores add up to 72 
percent, which, metaphorically, 
is the “passing score” for that 
category.

The standards have been set 
by the state, and also by the fed-
eral No Child Left Behind Act. 
The federal act has a rising curve 
of standards, so that in a few 

Schools Continue To Grow in State Testing
years, 100 percent of American 
students must be at least at the 
proficient level. There has been 
some political discussion that the 
goal is unrealistic. The law might 
be amended.

LIVERMORE 'VERY 
PLEASED’ WITH RESULTS

In Livermore, assistant super-
intendent of educational services 
Cindy Alba said that the on-line 
data from the CST show that the 
district had growth above last 
year’s scores.

Alba is still reviewing the test 
results. She said, “We are very 
pleased with what we are seeing, 
especially in math. All areas in 
high school for Algebra I and II, 
and geometry, and in our middle 
schools, went up, except for one 
grade level.”

Scores in all areas of testing 
“are looking good. Overall, we 
either went up, stayed the same in 
a couple of places, and dropped a 
few points in others. There were 
not great areas of concern where 
we would be seeing huge drops,” 
said Alba.

“Our science scores in grade 8 
continue to increase. Science has 
always been great (in test results) 
for Livermore. We are still at a 
higher level than the county aver-
age in the percentage of students 
who are proficient or advanced,” 
said Alba.

PLEASANTON RISES
IN 14 INDICATORS

In Pleasanton, assistant super-
intendent of educational service 
Cindy Galbo stated, “Overall we 
are pleased. We went up in 14 of 
22 districtwide indicators.”

Galbo said that Pleasanton is 
very proud of its achievement on 
the science test. In the 5th grade, 
students scoring proficient or 
advanced totaled 90 percent. In 
the 8th grade, the total score was 
88 percent, and in the 10th grade 
it was 83 percent.

One spot that will draw the 
district’s attention is the 73 per-
cent score in third grade English 
Language Arts (ELA). Last year 
the score was 80 percent. In the 
year before last, the score was 71, 
so the district will try to analyze 
that difference.

Galbo said that with the finan-
cial challenges to local districts, 
which resulted in teacher layoffs 
and expanded class sizes, the dis-
trict can be proud that it still has 
achieved the academic growth 
results. “We are pleased with the 
quality of instruction,” she said.

As other school representa-
tives said about their district in 
interviews, Pleasanton will find 
the test scores valuable in assess-
ing the growth and needs of each 
individual student. Teachers will 
be coming back for the beginning 
of schools, and be given a look at 
the data, so they can have better 
knowledge of the students. Also, 
curriculum supervisors can get a 

better handle on matching cur-
riculum to the state standards set 
for the subjects.

DUBLIN, SUNOL GLEN
CLIMB IN TEST SCORES

In Dublin, superintendent 
Stephen Hanke said that scores 
have gone up “across the entire 
district. We will see it translate 
into higher API scores in all our 
schools, and that will translate 
higher through all district. We are 
very pleased with the process.”

In the one-school district 
of Sunol Glen, superintendent 
Molly Barnes said, “We’ve im-
proved. We are very pleased with 
the results.” Results were about 
the same on ELA, but there was 
growth in math scores.

The results were released on 
Aug. 17. Barnes had not had time 
to review other subjects.

Barnes credited the faculty 
for the good results, despite 
the trying budget times. Even a 
one-school district such as Sunol 
Glen has been impacted by state 
budget cuts.

Sunol Glen has grown in 
enrollment to 255 students, a 
26 percent increase over three 
years ago, when Barnes became 
superintendent of the district and 
principal of the school.

However, there were some 
layoffs, said Barnes. The school 
has kept a 20 to 1 class ratio for 
K-3, and has 28 to 30 per room 
in the upper grades.

A subcommittee comprised of 
two members of the Pleasanton 
city council and city staff will be 
established to monitor a settle-
ment agreement with Urban 
Habitat and other plaintiffs.  

The subcommittee would 
also provide recommendations 
on new growth management 
policies.

Urban Habitat, represented 
by Public Advocates, sued the 
city claiming that various city 
policies and ordinances pre-
vented or hindered the devel-
opment of affordable housing 
in Pleasanton. These included 
growth management policies 
and the housing cap. The city 
was also said to discriminate 
against families when approv-
ing housing. The State Attorney 
General’s office later joined the 
lawsuit, challenging the new 
general plan’s ability to comply 
with state law.

Earlier this year, the court 
invalidated the cap in its entirety. 
As part of the decision, the city 
was prevented from issuing any 
nonresidential and all related 
permits for construction or de-
velopment until the general plan 
was brought into compliance by 
removing all references to the 
cap. In addition, the city was 
required to approve a climate 
action plan to satisfy the attorney 
general’s concerns.

Rather than appeal the deci-
sion, the city entered into nego-
tiations with Urban Habitat and 
their representatives from Public 
Advocates, to come up with a 
settlement. The final settlement 
was approved by the council on 
Tuesday, 4 to 0. Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman was absent.

The agreement settles all of 
the claims against the city.

As part of the motion to 
approve the settlement, the 
agreement included a concept 

to implement the settlement. City 
Manager Nelson Fialho noted 
that there are many timelines 
that need to be met over the next 
18 months. He recommended 
establishing a subcommittee that 
would undertake two tasks. One 
would be to monitor the agree-
ment. The second would be to 
conduct research to replace the 
housing cap through a series of 
growth management policies that 
comply with state law. 

Councilmembers commenting 
on the settlement agreement were 
most critical of the state and what 
they see as its interference with 
local land use policies.

Councilmember Matt Sulli-
van stated that at first he wanted 
to appeal the court’s decision. 
“For a court to take away local 
control goes against the grain 
of what I think I’m supposed 
to do as a councilmember.” He 
stated that he eventually came to 
believe that an appeal would be 
difficult, expensive and probably 
not successful.  “I’m not happy 
with this whole thing. It is an 
example of the state preempting 
local authority.”

Sullivan said of the subcom-
mittee proposal, that he supports 
it. He would like to see some 
community involvement in estab-
lishing the growth management 
policies.

Cindy McGovern described 
herself as a slow growth advo-
cate who mourned the loss of 
the housing cap. “The cap was 
a comfort. We planned schools 
based on it. Slow growth allows 
the community to evaluate the 
real impacts of growth. Laws are 
passed and passed by the state as 
it continues to take away local 
control.”

McGovern asked whether it 
would be possible to have the 
community ratify any growth 

control mechanisms approved by 
the council.

Fialho said it is possible. “To 
have the policies validated by the 
public would be a good conclu-
sion. However, we would need 
to make sure that there is built-in 
flexibility in the policies to deal 
with changes in state law.”

Cheryl Cook-Kallio noted 
that the community cares about 
quality of life. “There are ways 
to control growth consistent with 
state law. She suggested the city 
be more proactive in monitoring 
actions in Sacramento, rather 
than reactive once laws are ap-
proved. 

Jerry Thorne stated, “I do 
feel we have the best agreement 
that we could come up given the 
circumstances. I have many con-
cerns about the state’s continued 
seizure of local control. I plan to 
do everything I can to preserve 
and defend our right to local con-
trol over land use issues.”

City Attorney Jonathan Low-
ell commented, “All parties to 
the settlement achieved results 
they could not have done through 
further litigation.” He said there 
were “no surprises” in the final 
settlement. “It achieves balance 
and provides the city with some 
protections that it will be to 
adopt a climate action plan that 
is consistent with what the city 
needs, while assuring the attor-
ney general’s office that it will 
comply with state law.

Pleasanton went into the ne-
gotiations with five goals. One 
was to retain local control and 
flexibility to the maximum ex-
tent possible. Second was to 
restore the city’s nonresidential 
permitting authority as quickly 
as possible. The other three were 
to retain control over the city’s 
housing element update process 
to assure it reflects both state 

law and the interests of the com-
munity; reach a global settlement 
that addresses the court’s entire 
March 12, 2010 ruling as well as 
other outstanding litigation; and 
minimize the financial impacts of 
the litigation.

As part of the settlement, the 
city has agreed to pay $995,000 
in attorney’s fees within 30 days 
of the settlement date and an ad-
ditional $995,000 no later than 30 
days after July 1, 2011. However, 
if the plaintiffs make a claim of 
an alleged occurrence before the 
approval of the settlement agree-
ment, the city would stop pay-
ment and would be reimbursed 
for any payment made. 

Among the provisions of the 
settlement are that the city will 
amend its general plan by Oct. 
19, 2010 to remove references 
to the housing cap. However, the 
city retains its authority to enact 
growth control regulations that 
are consistent with state law. 

Within one year of the settle-
ment date, the city will submit 
an amended housing element 
to the state. The city will adopt 
the housing element within 90 
days after receiving a response 
from the state. Extensions could 
be granted for unique and un-
foreseen circumstances. A draft 
inventory of sites that could be 
rezoned is to be provided within 
180 days of the settlement date 
and rezonings completed prior 
to or concurrent with adoption 
of the housing element.

Within 18 months of the set-
tlement, the city will adopt a 
climate action plan, including 
completion of an environmental 
impact report.

The Hacienda Task Force 
would be able to work on such  
areas as amenities, retail spaces, 
setbacks, building height, park-
ing, landscaping, parks and open 
space.

Subcommittee to Monitor Settlement Timelines
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sity. I support the University in 
general.  In this case (removing 
LLNL retirees from UC health 
care), I think they’re wrong.”

“So far we haven’t gotten 
through to the University. This 
will force them to actually listen 
to us.  Even when the UC Presi-
dent Yudof told General Counsel 
Robinson to talk to us, he flat out 
didn’t. This is a way to get their 
attention.” 

Lawrence Livermore Lab 
employees and retirees obtained 
UC group health coverage un-
der a succession of contracts 
that lasted more than 50 years 
but ended in 2008, when a new 
contractor took over Laboratory 
management from University of 
California.  At the time, the new 
contract promised continued 
benefits that were “substantially 
equivalent” to UC’s group plans. 
However, the contract wording 
was changed a year later under 
circumstances that have never 
been explained to retirees.

Plaintiff Jay Davis, a former 
associate director at the Lab, said 
that major concerns for him are 
that the small pool of Livermore 
retirees has been “isolated from 
the larger…pool” of UC retirees 
and the “expectation of trust” 
has disappeared after contract 
language was altered. 

Beyond the normal growth of 
heath care costs that everyone ex-
periences, the costs for Lab retir-
ees will “inevitably rise” because 
of their detachment.  “Experience 
to date has been higher costs and 
far more burdensome processes 
to access healthcare and attain 
reimbursement,” he said. 

He and other retirees see 
complex reimbursement proce-
dures as a big issue, especially 
as people age.  “Those of us 
recently retired have the skills 
and resources to cope with this, 
though it is frustrating and un-
pleasant.  We are concerned for 
those older — and for ourselves 
as we age,” he added.

Whatever the outcome of the 
court action, a complicating is-
sue for retirees is the future of 
UC health plans.  While they 
are simpler and less expensive 
today than the ones instituted by 
the new contractor, and offered 
by a much larger organization 
with more bargaining power to 
keep costs down, the University 
is under tremendous pressure to 
cut expenses because of its own 
budget problems.   

For the past year, a Post-Em-
ployment Benefits Task Force has 
been considering ways to reduce 
UC’s retiree health care costs.  It 
will make recommendations to 
the UC president in the coming 
weeks. It will then make a recom-
mendation to the Regents.

While the details of the rec-
ommendations have not yet been 
announced, they are expected to 
involve a schedule for phased-in 
reductions in UC contributions 
to retiree health care premiums.  
UC now contributes about 89 per 
cent of those costs.

The University has made it 
clear that Livermore retirees will 
not be affected by such changes 
since they are no longer part of 
UC health care system.  Whether 
that remains true in the long run 
will depend on the outcome of 
court actions that are just now 
getting started.

BENEFITS
(continued from page one)

Seniors who have put down 
a deposit on what they hope are 
their retirement homes are still 
awaiting a final go-ahead from 
the Pleasanton City Council.

Continuing Life Communities 
has plans to build a 46-acre retire-
ment community on the eastern 
edge of Pleasanton on Staples 
Ranch, property owned by Al-
ameda County. The proposal has 
been caught in a legal battle be-
tween Alameda County, the city 
and environmental groups and 
citizens over the Staples Ranch 
development. Also planned for 
the property is an auto mall, and a 
community park with an ice skat-
ing facility. The land would need 
to be annexed into Pleasanton. 

Issues raised in a lawsuit 
brought by environmental groups 
and nearby neighbors include the 
impacts caused by the extension 
of Stoneridge Drive to El Charro 
and on listed species on the site. 
The lawsuit asked for a supple-
mental environmental review 
(SEIR) that would look at these 
two issues. 

Following completion of the 
supplemental review, all of the 
parties involved reached an 
agreement. The city council 
was scheduled to hold a public 
hearing on the SEIR on June 15. 
However, inadequate noticing 
resulted in a continuance of the 
matter. A special meeting was set 
for August 24 with a start time of 
6:30 p.m.

The continuation of the hear-

ing led a group of seniors to 
organize. They want the senior 
housing built sooner, rather than 
later. Marge Johnson, chairman 
of the group,  declared, “We want 
to let people know we are serious 
about this.” 

They have been meeting 
regularly since June 15 and 
interviewed all five city council-
members regarding their stands 
on the issue.

“It has been five years since 
the process began. I believe that 
all parties have signed off on the 
settlement agreement. We are 
hoping that the council will hear 
us and approve the SEIR and 
the senior housing,” declared 
Johnson.

She added that the Stoneridge 
Drive issue will be mitigated. 
While four lanes will be built, 
only two will be striped for use. 
In addition, access to the road 
will be blocked until Livermore 
extends Jack London Boulevard. 
Johnson added, “There are traffic 
calming measures that could be 
used such as speed bumps. The 
traffic calming is legal and easy 
to accomplish.”

The main concern is that in 
order to move into the hous-
ing, seniors must be able to live 
independently. Once moved in, 
seniors will be able to age in 
place, with both assisted living 
and skilled nursing available 
on site. “I know several people 
who have had to withdraw due 
to health issues,” stated Johnson. 

“Time is ticking for all of us.”
They see Stoneridge Creek 

as providing worry free living as 
they age, both for themselves and 
for relatives.

The community will have a 
health care center that will pro-
vide assisted living, skilled nurs-
ing and Alzheimer care. There 
are recreational facilities such 
as swimming pools and a small 
golf course. A checking system 
is in place to make sure all of the 
residents are okay. In addition, 
there is a bracelet they can wear 
that would alert staff if there were 
a problem, such as falling in the 
parking area. 

She noted that 623 seniors 
have made a deposit to reserve 
a space. 

She and eight other seniors 
who were at The Independent, 
were enthusiastic about the plans. 
One referred to it as “a crown 
jewel.” They had no concerns 
about being adjacent to the free-
way or near the Livermore Air-
port, feeling that mitigation is in 
place to deal with these issues. 
For example, a 20-foot berm 
planted with trees will help to 
block freeway noise. 

Johnson quipped, “We de-
cided we would all be too deaf 
to hear the airplanes.”

Barbara Hempill said that 
she believes the HOV lanes will 
speed up traffic, thereby reducing 
the pollution caused by traffic. 

The seniors point out that the 
project will generate jobs, first in 

construction, then ongoing jobs 
for employees working at the 
facility. It is estimated there will 
be 400 workers hired.

“We thought this would be 
approved two years ago,” stated 
Hempill. It’s estimated it will 
take three years from first shovel 
to opening.

Meantime seniors wait and 
campaign for the project. 

A number of floor plans for 
single story homes and condo-
miniums are offered and range 
in size from 700 to 2,500 square 
feet. Prices range from $200,000 
up to a $1 million. In addition, 
a monthly fee is paid, ranging 
from $2000 to $5000. The fee is 
all inclusive, with the exception 
of cable TV and phone service. 
There is also an affordabil-
ity component to the project for 
lower income seniors.

 Johnson said that the appli-
cation process was interesting. 
A $1000 deposit was placed for 
a space. Seniors then learned 
more details about the project at 
a seminar. If they decided to pro-
ceed, the applicants held a private 
meeting with the developer. A 
packet of information, including 
health and financial situations, 
was filled out and returned. If 
the decision then was to proceed 
with a purchase, ten percent of 
the purchase price was paid. The 
money was placed in escrow until 
half of the units are sold. In addi-
tion, there is a performance bond 
set up with the state.

Seniors Advocate for Approval of 
Continuing Life Community in Pleasanton
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Find Out What's Happening
Check out the second sectionSection II is filled with in-formation about arts, entertain-ment and special events. There 

are  education stories, a variety 
of features,  and the arts and 
entertainment and bulletin board 
listings.

Holidays in the Vineyards,holiday open house at area winer-
ies. Dec. 5 and 6, noon to 5 p.m. 
Information www.lvwine.org. No 
admission charge. (More details, 
see Section II in today’s Indepen-
dent.)

Golden Bough, Dec. 4, 8 p.m. Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Rd., Pleasanton, Pleasanton 
Civic Arts Presents, Tickets at http://civicartstickets.org or (925) 

931-3444.
Hits from Four Centuries, Livermore-Amador Symphony Concert. Sat., Dec. 5, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 

Livermore. $26, $28. 925-373-6800, www.bankheadtheater.org.Asbury Christmas Concert – Asbury United Methodist Church will hold its 13th Annual 
Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. on Sunday Dec. 6, in its Sanctuary at 4743 East Ave. in Livermore.  

The concert is open to the public.  
A free will offering can be made 
at the door.  For more informa-tion call Jean Braun at 449-4168, 

the church office at 447-1950 or 
e-mail:  JoanneP@asburylive.org.Christmas Concert, The public is invited to a free Christmas concert at Our Savior 

Lutheran Ministries, 1385 South 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore on Sunday, December 6, at 4:00 

p.m. Concert-goers are encour-aged to bring shoes or socks of any size. They will be delivered to Lutheran Social Services of Sacramento and Shepherd’s Gate 
in Livermore.

HappeningThis Weekend

Pictured are Natalie Giordano and Valley Humane Society dog “Suzy Q.”

Humans are not the only ones to enjoy holiday season gifts. Dogs and cats, including pets at two animal shelters in the Valley, like them, too. The Valley Humane Society in Pleasanton has a Christmas 

tree with each pet in its shelter having an ornament on it. The pet’s picture is on the ornament, with a note about what the pet could use, said Natalie Giordano, a volunteer at the society. Typically cat toys, cat litter 

and Friskies wet food for cats are on the felines’ wish list. Most of the shelter’s animals are cats, said Giordano.
Donations can also go to the organization for their work in 

Dogs and Cats Need Presents, too 

(See PRESENTS, page 3)

When Bob Schock retired in 2002 from Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, he wasn’t about to remain idle.  After some 30 years working in energy technology and energy policy, he knew he would return to the Lab part-time and consult on the topics he had such a strong background in.It would have been hard to 

guess just how far the work would carry him.  Today, far be-yond the Lab, Schock is director of studies for the World Energy Council, an independent, Lon-don-based organization whose general goal is to identify and promote sustainable energy poli-cies around the world. Founded in 1923, with mem-bers in nearly 100 countries, 

the Council has been described as “the world’s foremost multi-energy organization.”  It tries to incorporate the views of all major interested parties, from non-governmental organizations to academia to governments and industry.
Last month, the World Energy Council published a 194-page report that grew out of a series 

of studies of some 88 countries, conducted under Schock’s gen-eral direction.
The report, titled “World En-ergy and Climate Change: 2009 Assessment,” is only one of the information-dense publications put out by the World Energy Council.  Others have to do with 

Lawrence Lab Retiree Directs International Energy Studies

(See ENERGY, page 4) BOB SCHOCk

By Ron McNicoll Livermore, Pleasanton and approximately 150 other Cali-fornia cities will find it more dif-ficult to provide future affordable rental housing because of a state appellate court ruling. The decision handed down last spring, and left standing in late October by the state Supreme Court’s refusal to review it, ruled that cities cannot automatically put a requirement for inclusion-ary housing on residential devel-opment.
In effect, the decision says that inclusionary housing re-quirements can come into play only through negotiations. Most inclusionary housing require-ments in Pleasanton and Liver-more already have proceeded in this manner, said Pleasanton city attorney Michael Roush and Livermore assistant city attorney Jason Alcala. 

The negotiations involved the granting of amenities to develop-ers, such as higher density or relaxed parking requirements. This provides the developer a 

Court Decision Impacts Cities’ Affordable Housing
and Alcala. However, the cities will need to look at revising the ordinances to make sure they are compatible with the new deci-sion, both attorneys agreed. Both expect to report to their city councils either at the end of this month or early in the new year. It will be up to the city councils to determine what to do. Both attorneys said they were surprised that the appellate court ruled as it did, and that the Supreme Court refused to review it. 

Alcala said it was highly unusual to apply the rental law to inclusionary zoning for rent-als. He doubted that was the Legislature’s intention when it was passed and went into effect Jan. 1, 1995. The Legislature has the power to modify the decision with a new law, he said. The ruling is binding in all cases in the Southern California district in which the ruling came. One school of thought in law schools, which Alcala favors, says that it would be binding in 

Alameda County Supervisors Nate Miley and Scott Haggerty are partnering with the Bay Area Council, Repair California and 

tutional Convention Town Hall. It will be held Mon., Dec. 7 
and objectives of a California 

Constitutional Convention Town Hall Set
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By Patricia Koning

For 35 years, Twin Valley 

Learning Center (TVLC) has 

Twin Valley Learning Center Opens a Second Location

“There are no tutoring agen-

cies on this end of town. It’s my 

perception that there is a need,” 

says Neal Cavanaugh, TVLC ex-

ecutive director. “There are three 

in basis. Tutoring sessions at the 

new location, which last between 

15 and 45 minutes depending on 

the need of the student, are $10. 

Cavanaugh says TVLC is 

unique because it is a non-profit 

tutoring agency, the only one 

a tutor twice a week at Tri-Valley 

Haven’s homeless and domestic 

violence shelters. 

TLVC is also unique because 

all tutoring is accomplished 

one-on-one. Students typically 

come into the program at the 

referral of a teacher. Between an 

H1N1 Flu Shots 

Now Available to 

General Public
H1N1 vaccinations have be-

come generally available to those 

in the Tri-Valley aged 6 months 

or older.  They are offered at 

ValleyCare Health System and 

Kaiser Permanente, and by some 

physicians.

The vaccinations were previ-

ously available only to specific 

groups such as children, pregnant 

women, health care workers and 

those who care for infants, but 

increasing vaccine supplies have 

made it possible to offer them to 

the general public. 

The ValleyCare website had 

not been changed to reflect the 

wider availability at the time the 

Independent went to press, but 

the vaccinations will be offered 

to everyone, a spokesperson 

said.
The vaccine is available as 

a nasal spray or a needle jab.  

Although it may seem as if the 

Find Out What's 

Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with in-

formation about arts, entertain-

ment and special events. There 

are  education stories, a variety 

of features,  and the arts and 

entertainment and bulletin board 

listings.

California started 2010 with 

696 new laws, all signed by Gov. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger, out of 

973 that were sent to him by the 

Legislature.

Some of the laws are not re-

ally new, but merely extensions 

of laws that were set to expire on 

New Year’s Eve 2009. 

The new year also brings the 

possibility of new laws via state-

wide initiatives. Three have al-

ready qualified for the June 2010 

ballot, including one by state 

Sen. Loni Hancock, a Berkeley 

New Year Rings in New Laws, Initiative Prospects 

Democrat whose district includes 

Livermore.

Hancock’s measure, AB 583, 

would create public financing for 

candidates for state government. 

The funding would come from 

some of the money that goes to 

the Fair Political Practices Com-

mission, and from $700 fees that 

would be imposed on lobbying 

firms every two years. 

Another initiative aimed at 

election reform is SCA 4, spon-

sored by Sen. Abel Maldanado, 

a Santa Maria Republican who 

is Schwarzenegger’s nominee 

for lieutenant-governor. Among 

other things, the complicated 

initiative would make it possible 

for two candidates from the same 

party to face each other in the 

general election, if they were 

the two top vote-getters in the 

primary. 
A candidate could also de-

clare “No party preference,” but 

must do so for both the primary 

and general elections. Further, a 

party could still endorse and even 

nominate a candidate outside the 

primary election, presumably 

through a convention, since it 

would not be able to do so in the 

state-run primary election. The 

initiative would apply to both 

state and federal elected offices, 

except for president. 

One bill that became law that 

has local impact is AB 598. It 

allows repeat DUI offenders to 

apply for a restricted driver’s 

license if they they have an igni-

tion interlock device on the car. 

That prevents starting the car, if 

there is alcohol on one’s breath. 

Alameda County is one of four 

counties in the state that will 

have a pilot program this year 

to allow it. 
BOOST FOR 

ENVIRONMENT 

Some of the new laws help the 

environment. AB 1061 makes it 

legal for homeowners to plant 

water-saving plants, even if 

homeowners association rules 

forbid it. AB 474 authorizes 

cities, counties, water districts 

and municipal utilities to offer 

(See NEW YEAR, page 4)

Former Pleasanton mayor Ben 

Tarver died Monday at his home 

in Penn Valley (near Grass Val-

ley), at age 63.

Tarver,  Pleasanton’s first 

“slow growth” mayor, gained 

broad public support during his 

years in office for measures that 

capped housing at 29,000 units, 

limited building permits to 350 a 

year and established a firm urban 

growth boundary.

As a citizen activist and later 

as a public official, Tarver helped 

lead the campaign that saved 

Pleasanton Ridge from urbaniza-

tion. The ridge is now a regional 

park, stretching from Sunol to 

Interstate 580.

Tom Pico, who followed 

Tarver as mayor, said, “One of 

the really major things he ac-

complished was negotiating a 

memorandum of understanding 

with the City of Hayward and 

Alameda County to protect the 

ridgelands to the west of the city 

(Pleasanton Ridge).”

Tarver also spearheaded the 

annexation of the San Francisco 

Bernal property and played a 

major role in  getting the density 

reduced. When he took office, a 

plan calling for 3300 homes was 

in place. “Tarver was adamant 

that San Francisco and the county 

would not walk all over Pleasan-

ton,” Pico recalled.”

Tarver opposed the Hacienda 

Former
Mayor Ben 

Tarver Dies

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A staff member at Twin Valley Learning Center in North Livermore works with a student to improve math skills.
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The Independent is 
dedicated to giving you, 

our readers, the news and 
editorial support to create a 

livable community.

Have you responded to us to ensure 
you will continue to receive 

The Independent *FREE every week?

*Subscription is free to residents of Dublin, Livermore, Pleasanton and Sunol.

What Our readers 
Are Saying...

Ignorance is NOT bliss. So to be connected to 
all-things-local. I read the best rag around, 
THE INDEPENDENT. Open-read-smile-(or frown).  
I know what’s what in my Tri-Valley!

Dr. Susan DuPree, 
Pleasanton

Photo:  Dr. Susan DuPree and her husband, Hollis Bascom, 
at the recent RELAY FOR LIFE for the American Cancer Society

IF you HavE alREady 
REspondEd,

There Is No Need To 
Respond Again.

If you haven’t, respond today:

By Phone: (
Call (925) 447-8700 and let us know 
that you wish to continue receiving
The Independent directly by mail.

By Web: 8
Visit www.independentnews.com 
and follow the home page link that 
will enable you to submit your 
request directly to us.
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The Pleasanton Rage U19 D3 White skunked the competition in winning the Mendocino Coast 
Skunk Classic. Sydney Okumura's long-range strike from 30 yards held up as the lone goal in a 
1-nil victory over the Newark Freedom at Timberwolf Stadium in Fort Bragg. The championship 
victory capped a perfect weekend that saw the Rage defeat the Rocklin Blue Heat (4-1), Ft. Bragg 
Hot Salsa (3-nil), and Yuba Azzurri Peligro (2-nil). Haley Boehmer led the offensive charge with 
3 goals along with Arielle Siegel (2 goals), Mary Gruen (2), Co-captains Madison Nethery and 
Sarah Machado, and Okumura. The North Coast's chill was only matched by a stellar defensive 
effort, with the Rage allowing a first-game goal before completely freezing out the last three 
opponents. Autumn Whitney and Kara Matsune kept speedy forwards in check while Co-Captain 
Carly Boehmer made countless incredible saves in goal. The White will try to make it two in a 
row when they take the field next weekend in the Santa Clara Rotary Cup. Top Offensive Players: 
Haley Boehmer, Arielle Siegel, Mary Gruen; Top Defensive Players: Carly Boehmer, Autumn 
Whitney, Sarah Machado.

Taylor Harris, a 13 year old freshman at Foothill High School, is the two time 2010 AA State 
Champion in the 38th Annual California Gymkhana State Finals. For her efforts Taylor took home 
two first place AA buckles. One for Figure 8 Flags and the other for Big T. Both are skill and 
speed events. Taylor also won the award for third highest points in the AA division. Taylor was 
representing District 6 for the Tri Valley area. Of course, her horse, Scarlet helped too.  Taylor 
Harris, of Sunol, is the daughter of Greg Harris of Livermore and Kris Everett of Sunol.  

Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club under 16 Division III Advanced  took home a fourth 
place win in their first tournament of the season Aug. 7 and 8 at the Elk Grove Sunstroke Classic.  
Ballistic scores during the two day tournament were 0-1, 2-1, 1-0 and 1-5. Goals  were scored by 
Sean Walsh, Mikey Martin, Josh Kardos and Ali Tayeb. 

Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer Club (BUSC) U15 Premier reached the semifinals of the BUSC 
Summer Classic soccer tournament at the Pleasanton Sports Park, allowing only 2 goals in their 
3-game bracket play. In the semifinal game vs Mission Valley United, Ballistic scored first, but 
Mission Valley quickly countered with 2 goals, putting the pressure on Ballistic to answer with 
another goal. With only moments remaining in the game, Ballistic defender Nate Howald took the 
ball downfield and crossed to forward Kamron Crow, who hit the target, sending the game into 
overtime! Shortly into the first 5-minute "golden goal," Ballistic conceded a goal to Mission Valley, 
who then advanced to the finals. Ballistic U15 is currently ranked 46th in the United States in 
their age group. Back row (L to R): Brenden Inchauspe, Aaron Trujillo, Max Molz, Nathan Howald, 
Pablo Espinosa, Bryce DiGeronimo, Collin Blaney, Nick Goldstein, Thomas Lee. Front row (L 
to R): Marco Neves, Spencer Petty, Scott Simpson, Rob Rowenhorst, Jackson Adams, Michael 
Paiva, Kamron Crow.

 LifeStyle Rx Tiger Sharks swim away with some great times 
at the Memorial Summer's End Classic 2010 held at the Clarke 
Memorial Swim Center in Walnut Creek, Aug. 13-15. Caroline 
Eckel (9) and Breanna Ingram (14) competed in the classic. 
Caroline took first place in the Bronze division in the 100 IM, 
50 backstroke, and 50 freestyle  in the Silver division. Caroline 
swam to a second place in the Bronze division in the 50 butterfly 
and 50 breaststroke.  Breanna finished in first place in the  
50 backstroke and 100 IM in the Bronze division; second in 
the 50 butterfly, Bronze division, and the 50  freestyle in the 
Silver division and also was awarded the third place in the 50 
breaststroke in the Bronze division.  Caroline Eckel was awarded 
the 'Individual High Point Winner' for the 9 year old girls in the 
Bronze division. Breanna Ingram was awarded the 'Individual 
High Point Winner' for the 14 year old girls in the Bronze division. 
Caroline and Breanna competed with over 600 swimmers and 
also had attained their personal best times in several of their 
events.
 

Livermore Fusion
Livermore FC Fusion's U12 Girls Ma-

roon team reached the semi-finals of North vs. 
South Soccer Classic in San Luis Obispo

Livermore's under 12 girls Fusion 
Maroon soccer team travelled to San Luis 
Obispo to take on teams from throughout 
the state. In group play, Fusion Maroon 
defeated the Central Valley Jaguars Red 1 
to 0. Midfielder Lauren Sandy scored the 
game's only goal off an assist by midfielder 
Alyssa Oki. Fusion Maroon's backline of 
Adriana Sblendorio, Colette Mardirossian, 
Amy Moussa and Selina Cardoza kept the 
Jaguars out of the goal area. Forwards Laura 
Duterte and Madison Gannon and midfielders 
Lesly Jimenez and Jessica Mahabali created 
several scoring opportunities.

Fusion Maroon lost its next game to San 
Ramon Azzuri 2 to 1 in a tight game featuring 
strong play from Marissa Pletschette, Amy 
Silva, Stevie Sobers and Brooklyn Smith-
ers. Fusion Maroon's only goal was scored 
unassisted by Amanda Silveira.

Fusion Maroon landed in a semifinal 
game against the Mountain View/Los Altos 
Typhoons Blue. In a defensive struggle led by 
goaltender Ashley Morton and the backline, 
the Fusion Maroon refused to allow many 
scoring chances.  After two overtime periods, 
the game remained scoreless and was decided 
by penalty kicks. The Typhoons prevailed 3 
to 2 in the second round of kicks.

CYO Basketball
St. Michael/St. Charles CYO Bas-

ketball is now accepting registration for 
the 2010/2011 season. Register on-line 
at www.smsccyo.org for player's 1st-8th 
grade, coaches and referees. Sign-ups on-
line conclude August 22nd. Try-outs will 
be held August 30th to September 2nd and 
September 7th to September 11th. Please 
check the SMSC CYO website at www.
smsccyo.org for the try-out schedule. Visit 
the website for more information or email 
cyoregistration@yahoo.com. Open to Liver-
more residents. 

Swim Programs
The Pleasanton Seahawks' Fall Swim/

Varsity Conditioning sessions start Sept. 7 
and run to Dec. 31. Both swim programs 
feature professional coaches, individual 
instruction, daily pool time (daily attendance 
not mandatory), and regular (optional) USA 
Swimming swim meets. For the ninth year 
in a row the Seahawks have been recognized 
as one of the top 75 USA Swimming teams 
in the nation. Swimmers of all abilities are 
welcome. Fall swim does not affect summer 
league eligibility. USA Swimming regis-
tration is included. For more information 
regarding Fall Swim/Varsity Conditioning 
with the Pleasanton Seahawks please email 
recruiting@pleasantonseahawks.org.

Baseball Players
A 9 and 10 year old tournament baseball 

team is forming. Interested players are invited 
to call Nick at 200-2140.

Golf Tournament
Since 1991, Surtec Adopt-A-Family, 

Inc., a 501C3 non-profit charitable orga-
nization, has provided food and personally 
selected Christmas gifts to more than 4,570 
families with 13,125 children through its 
program.

Adopt-A-Family founder Bill Fields 
commented “This project has continued 
to grow each year with volunteer help and 
funds raised from our Annual Golf Classic. 
Our goal for the 2010 program is to provide 
food for 350 families and gifts for their more 
than 950 children, in three counties”.

Fields is inviting residents and compa-
nies in the community to participate in the 
14th Annual Adopt-A-Family Golf Classic on 
Saturday, September 25, at Sunol Golf Course 
on Highway 680 in Sunol. A light lunch 
mid-day, and a dinner banquet following 
the tournament are included in the cost. This 
event is the primary source of funding for the 
Surtec Adopt-A-Family program.

The average cost to complete the Adopt-
A-Family Program each year is approxi-
mately $70,000. No administrative costs are 
taken from the program, all of the help is on 
a volunteer basis and all funds and goods go 
directly to the needy families.

Two years ago the program was expanded 
to also include the Thanksgiving holiday, by 
providing a large box of food and a grocers 
gift certificate, for the meat of their choice, 
to over 320 families with children, for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

To donate or sign-up for the Golf Clas-
sic or for more information, please contact 
Cheryl Sanders at 209-820-3700.

Surtec, Inc., http://www.surtecsystem.
com founded in 1975, specializes in develop-
ing, manufacturing and distributing cleaning 
and coating products, as well as equipment 
used primarily in building maintenance and 
many other cleaning applications. Their 
clients include many major grocery and 
drug store chains, major airlines and transit 
districts, corrugators, printers and concrete 
sealing contractors.

Charity Golf Tourney
Registrations are now being accepted for 

the 4th annual Mason-McDuffie Mortgage 
Charity Golf Tournament Oct. 11 at the 
Castlewood Country Club’s valley course.

Proceeds from the tournament will 
benefit the Huntington Disease Society of 
America and the Contra Costa Association 
of Realtors Scholarship Foundation. In the 
first three years of the tournament, Mason-
McDuffie and its associates have raised more 
than $40,000 for research on Huntington’s 
disease and breast cancer. Huntington’s 
disease is a genetic disease passed from a 
parent to a child in which certain nerves in the 

brain degenerate. There is no known cure, but 
the society is funding research seeking both 
better treatments and an eventual cure.

Mason-McDuffie chose the Huntington’s 
society after some of the associates passed 
along information about a friend who had 
the disease. The Contra Costa realtor’s 
scholarship is designed for a college student 
who has been enrolled a major in college 
that could lead to a career in real estate. A 
grade-point-average of 3.0 is required to 
apply for the scholarship. The benefit golf 
tournament will feature a barbeque lunch, 
an 18-hole scramble tournament followed 
by a dinner with an auction.

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. with a 
shotgun start set for noon on Monday, Oct. 
11. Registration before Sept. 1 is $175 per 
player. Registration after Sept. 1 is $195 
per person. 

For information or to register, please 
see www.masonmcduffiemortgage.com or 
contact tournament chairman Kaveh Sartipi 
at ksartipi@sartipi.com or 925-708-7178. 

Fall Softball
Livermore Smoke Fall 12A is looking to 

complete its Fall roster.  Softball players look-
ing to enjoy your Fall, have solid workouts 
and play as a team come workout with us.  
Those interested in attending a workout or 
who have any questions, call 408-639-8452 
or email  rvd38@hotmail.com.

Water Polo Registration
Registration is underway for water polo. 

The Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District (LARPD) is offering two water polo 
programs this fall. 

Six to ten year old athletes can register for 
Splashball, a "T-ball" version of water polo. 
Splashball meets on Wednesdays from 4-5pm 
at the Robert Livermore Community Center 
pool from September 8 through November 
10 and cost $85. 

Older or experienced athletes can reg-
ister for the 14 & Under LAZERS team. 
The LAZERS team practices on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 4-5:30pm at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center 
pool from September 8 through November 
19 and cost $275. All experience levels are 
welcome.   

To register, call 925-373-5751, or visit 

www.larpd.dst.ca.us. For more information 
about the LAZERS, visit lazerswp.club-
spaces.com.

Softball Try-outs
Lady Hustle Fasptich still has positions 

available for the Fall 2010  14A, 16A and 
18 Gold softball teams for  Summer 2010 
Season. Try-outs will be held on Aug. 18th 
and 21st.  Please go to www.ladyhustlefast-
pitch for more information or call or email 
Teresa Borchard 925-785-0846/ronbo4@
pacbell.net. 

Bowling News
Bob Carey from the Summer Fun Time 

League for bowled a perfect 300 game at the 
Granada Bowl in Livermore.  He bowled 
230 pins over average with games of 209-
266-300 ending the night with a 775 series. 
Eric Alvillar, in the Generation Gap League, 
bowled a  201 Game.

Al Motley, in the Getaway Fours League, 
rolled a 236 game and Katie Medieros a 170.  
Brandon Klinefelter, in the Summer Fun 
Time League, rolled a 267 game and Janelle 
Carey a 221.  Ray Salas, Gene's Pro Shop 
Championship Trios League, recorded games 
of 267 and 259 games, Matt Coleman a 267 
and Scott Hylton 256.  Duane Moschetti, in 
the Practice League, rolled games of 269-
213-237 for a 719 series, Graham Scott a 
279, Kevin Sheehan 266, Mike Smit 236 and 
Jason Dowden 198.  Chuck Anderson, Family 
Affair League, turned in a 224 game, Ron 
Shaffer a 203 and Mike Collins 201.  Vincent 
Piper, in the Generation Gap, rolled a 257 

game and Louretta Agness a 225.
Senior Bowler Dick Greene, Monday 

Primetimers League, rolled a nice 257 game, 
Fran Cerros a 221, John Waite 215, Shirley 
Davis 192 and Carla Van Epps 190.  Paul 
Guerrero, in the Sirs & Sirettes League, 
bowled a 247 game, Sam Cancilla a 210, 
Chuck Edeal 195, Billy Culbertson 186, Clara 

Edeal 185 Sachiko Kobayashi 178 and Betty 
Malsam 164.  Paul Guerrero, in the Donna's 
Mixers League, rolled a 245, Doug Parker 
a 231, Janelle Carey 216, Jack Turner 207, 
Rich Baguio 203 and Sam Cancilla 200.  
John Foscalina, Friday Pimetimers League, 
bowled a 254 game, Sharon Stein 191 and 
Shirley DiGirolamo 178.

Pictured are members of the Livermore FC Fusion's U12 Girls 
Maroon team. For the story, see Livermore Fusion in sports 
notes.
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Dublin Book Sale
Friends of the Dublin Library 

will hold a fall used book sale 
Sept. 17-20 at the library, 200 
Civic Plaza, Dublin. 

Fri., Sept. 17 is members only 
night, 6 to 9 p.m. Memberships 
will be available starting at 5:30 
p.m. The sale continues on Sat. 
Sept. 18 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sun., Sept. 19, 1 to 5 p.m. It 
concludes on Monday, Sept. 20, 
noon to 3 p.m. with Bag Day. Fill 
a bag (provided_ for $4, or fill 
a special edition Friends of the 
Library canvas tote bag for $13. 
Totes are also available alone 
for $10. 

There will be bargain books 
and audio-visual materials at the 
semi-annual Used Book Sale. 
Most prices are $1 or less. Funds 
from sales go towards purchasing 
the Library’s materials and sup-
porting its programs. Sale special 
features include specially priced 
books, new or of extra value; 
teacher materials section, and 
silent auction of unique items.

More information is available 
on the Library’s website at www.
aclibrary.org, the Friends’ web-
site at www.dublinfriends.org, 
or call the Library at 925-828-
1315. The Library is wheelchair 
accessible.

Bird Program
Cool Summer Birds is the 

topic of the Sat., Aug. 21 Liver-
more Area Recreation and Park 
District ranger program. 

Meet Ranger Pat Sotelo at 
8 a.m. at Veterans Park for a 
look at the cool summer birds 
of Veterans Park. These summer 
residents have been here for the 
duration, and this relaxed bird-
walk will focus on these birds 
before the call of autumn lures 
many of them away on their 

annual migrations. Don’t forget 
binoculars and field guides; there 
will be a few to lend. Beginners 
are encouraged to attend.

There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee. A $2 donation is 
requested to help support the 
programs. Participants may call 
925-960-2400 for more informa-
tion.

6th & 7th Grades Added
Carden West School will offer 

sixth and seventh grade classes 
beginning with the current school 
year and will add eighth grade 
during 2011-2012.  The private, 
nonprofit preschool-8th grade 
school is located at 4576 Wil-
low Road in Hacienda Park, 
Pleasanton.

As a result of growth at other 
grade levels, Carden West is 
adding a second section of first 
grade in September, 2010, and 
welcomes new teachers in first, 
fourth and sixth grades. A new 
science laboratory has been com-
pleted and plans for updating the 
exterior facility are in progress.

The school’s philosophy 
maintains that children who 
experience success in school 
will develop positive self images 
and confidence in their ability to 
analyze and solve problems as 
adults. Detailed information is 
available at www.cardenwest.
org.

Community Training Class
A community training class is 

offered by Hope Hospice Sept. 2-
Oct. 21. Sessions are Thursdays, 
6:30 to 9 p.m.

Topics include hospice defini-
tion and philosophy, advanced 
directives, nursing in hospice, 
religious panel discussion, chil-
dren's grief, adult grief, tole of 

the social worker, and services 
offered by a mortuary.

The course meets the qualifi-
cations to provide 20 continuing 
education units for nurses. 

The training will take place 
at Hope Hospice offices, 6377 
Clark Ave., Suite 100, Dublin. 
The fee is $75 general or $120 
for continuing education units 
with a $60 refund available for 
volunteers after three months of 
service.

For information or registration 
by August 19, call 829-8770.

Book Parties
Towne Center Books in Pleas-

anton will host several book par-
ties over the next week.

Author Thomas Wilner will be 
at the store on Aug. 28 at 6 p.m. to 
discuss and sign his book, Wine 
Seekers Guide to Livermore Val-
ley. There will be wine tasting 
form Little Valley Winery. Light 
refreshments. Reservations are 
helpful, call 846-8826 or go to 
orders@townecenterbooks.com.

Breakfast in Bed with Mock-
ingjay and a pastry from Bibiane 
Bakery is the theme for Tues., 
Aug. 24 at 6 p.m. Mockingjay 
is the final book in the Hunger 
Games Trilogy. Prepay for the 
book and receive free delivery 
and a pastry. Delivery is available 
in Pleasanton, Livermore and 
Dublin. Call 846-8826 or go to 
orders@townecenterbooks.com.

Youth Advisors Sought
Alameda County Fair Youth 

Advisory Committee is looking 
for new members to join the 
group this fall. Youth ages 14 
- 19 are encouraged to apply.  
Applications will be accepted 
through August 31, 2010. Youth 
Advisory Group members serve 

one year terms. Visit the www.
alamedacountyfair.com under 
the Be A Part of the Fair tab to 
download the application.

The purpose of this group will 
be to provide input to Fair Man-
agement pertaining to program-
ming, including the large animal, 
small animal and horticulture 
departments, youth oriented en-
tertainment, assist with pre-Fair 
activities, including pre-weigh 
activities for large animals, and 
Fairtime activities such as the 
Livestock Awards Program and 
Junior Livestock Auction.

In addition, members will be 
asked to provide input regarding 
Exhibit Catalog changes, show 
scheduling, special contests, arts 
and crafts, food, art, and technol-
ogy exhibits.

Meetings are held monthly 
starting in September.  Contact 
Judy Carrico at 925-426-7504 if 
you are interested in becoming an 
advisory committee member.

Planning is currently under-
way for the next award-winning 
annual Fair. The 2011 Fair will 
celebrate the summertime with 
the theme “Come Out & Play,"  
which will run next June and 
July. For more information, 
please visit our website at www.
AlamedaCountyFair.com or call 
(925) 426-7600.

Memory Walk
The Alzheimer's Association 

Memory Walk® is the nation's 
largest event to raise awareness 
and funds for Alzheimer care, 
support and research. Since 1989, 
Memory Walk has raised more 
than $300 million for the cause. 
The San Francisco Walk is set 
for Sept. 11. 

The event is 3 mile walk or 

there is 1.5 mile shortcut. Check 
in is open 8 to 10 a.m. with the 
walk beginning 9:30 to 11 a.m. 

The walk will begin in Mis-
sion Creek Park and go  down the 
3rd street bridge, behind AT&T 
Park, up the Embarcadero and 
back again. This route is scenic, 
flat, and wheelchair accessible.

A remembrance area will be 
located in the pavilion at the 
main event site. The area will 
feature an art exhibit and music. 
Walkers are encouraged to honor 
a loved one by leaving photos or 
mementos.

There will be live music and 
performances at the main stage 
and along the route. Entertain-
ment begins at 8 a.m.

Event parking will be avail-
able nearby Mission Creek Park.  
Valet bike parking will be pro-
vided at the event by the San 
Francisco Bicycle Coalition 
(sfbike.org/valet).

 For more information on the 
2010 San Francisco Memory 
Walk contact John Henry at 
john@cltcinsurance.com, or 650-
692-5202.

Although there is no regis-
tration fee for this event,  par-
ticipants are encouraged  to 
raise money for the cause. Each 
walker with fund-raising of $100 
or more will receive a 2010 
Memory Walk t-shirt.

Business News: Second 
Phase

Response to the first phase of 
homes at The Village at Ironwood 
was tremendous. Release of the 
second phase is due soon. Please 
be sure to register or visit the sales 
office for the latest information. 
This community is comprised 
of detached, single-family, age-
restricted homes for residents 55 

and better.  The Village is part 
of the Ironwood master-planned 
community in Pleasanton. It is 
a green development, scoring 
more than 100 points on Build 
It Green’s GreenPoint™ Rated 
system.  

Offering primarily single-sto-
ry models, The Village features 
floor plans ranging from approxi-
mately 1,900 to 2,700 square feet. 
The private, gated community 
includes special amenities de-
signed specifically for resident 
use, including a fitness center, 
pool and bocce ball court.

Ponderosa Homes is also pio-
neering a green building initiative 
in Pleasanton by designing and 
building homes that meet Build 
It Green’s GreenPoint™ Rated 
standards. Residences at The Vil-
lage include energy-saving tank-
less water heaters, photovoltaic 
solar panels integrated into the 
roof system and other standard 
features to help conserve re-
sources and mitigate utility bills. 
The community also features 
advanced storm water treatment 
measures to help restore clean 
water to the environment.

Ironwood residents have ac-
cess to an array of community 
amenities, including a private 
neighborhood park, a swimming 
pool plus cabana area, entrance 
to the  Iron Horse Trail and 
much more. Ironwood also offers 
convenient access to downtown 
Pleasanton, shopping, dining, 
medical centers and transporta-
tion.

For more information, driving 
directions or to join the interest 
list for The Village at Ironwood, 
please visit VillagePleasanton.
com, PonderosaHomes.com or 
call 925.485.0100.

The Vine Cinema & Alehouse 
will be showing American Graf-
fiti on Thursday, August 26  at 7 
p.m.  This classic film, starring 
Richard Dreyfuss, Ron Howard 
and Cindy Williams, kicks off 
“Classics Night” at the Vine 
Cinema.  

One Thursday every month 
classic films such as Gone with 

The Grand Opening and Ded-
ication of Fallon Sports Park 
located at Central Parkway and 
Lockhart Street in Dublin will be 
held Sat., Aug. 28 from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Festivities begin with a rib-
bon cutting at 11 a.m. followed 
by a soccer clinic, basketball 

Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(CA-11) today announced that 
a representative from the Small 
Business Administration will 
participate in an upcoming grants 
workshop in San Ramon.  The 
event will take place on Thursday, 
August 19th from 10:00 a.m. 
– 12:30 p.m. at the San Ramon 
Community Center’s Alcosta 
Room, located at 12501 Alcosta 
Boulevard.

The workshop aims to provide 
information about the availabil-

The Alameda County Re-
source Conservation District 
(ACRCD)  has selected Kent 
Reeves to serve as Executive 
Officer.  Kent will lead a grow-
ing and innovative conservation 
agency  delivering a variety of 
important conservation pro-
grams in Alameda County.  

Paul Banke, President of 
the ACRCD Board of Direc-
tors, said, “Kent’s background 
in agriculture and experience in 
hands on conservation will bring 
the ACRCD to the forefront 
in practical conservation efforts 
in the area.  We are excited to 
have him on board.”

Kent brings over 25 years of 
experience in natural resources 
management that includes ex-
perience in wildlife and range 
ecology, agriculture and wildlife 
relationships, ecological restora-

Local cancer patients seeking 
pain relief during chemotherapy 
and/or radiation treatment will be 
the beneficiaries of a new $10,000 
Kaiser Permanente grant awarded 
to the Sandra J. Wing Healing 
Therapies Foundation.

This award will enable the 
Foundation to provide immediate 
relief to at least 10 cancer patients 
in the Tri Valley by helping them 
pay for complementary therapies 
– such as therapeutic massage, 
acupressure, acupuncture, deep 
breathing techniques, guided 
meditation and/or visual imagery 
sessions – during their cancer 
treatments. These therapies are 

tion, watershed management, 
education, and administration.  
Prior to this he managed the 
Natural Resources Division for 
the Yolo County Parks & Re-
sources Department and was the 
wildlife biologist for East Bay 
Municipal Utility District for 
over 10 years.  Kent has worked 
extensively with private land-
owners, primarily ranchers and 
winegrape growers on voluntary 
conservation efforts, throughout 
California. 

Kent received two educations, 
one that culminated in a B.S. and 
M.S. in Wildlife from Humboldt 
State University, and the other 
from the backside of a horse.  He 
put both to work here in Alameda 
County working as a cowboy and 
later as a biologist.  Kent served 
on the Alameda County Agricul-
ture Advisory Committee and 

was chair from 2003 – 2004.  
Phil Wente, one of the owners 

of Wente Vineyards in Livermore 
and who served with Kent on the 
Ag Advisory Committee, said, 
“Kent will do a great job.”

Kent brings a unique set of 
skills not only from his natural 
resources education and expe-
rience, but from his work as 
a cowboy and horse packer in 
California.  He will continue 
the mission of the ACRCD to 
provide leadership in the County 
and region on natural resources, 
conservation and agricultural en-
hancement through partnerships, 
education, outreach, technical 
assistance, and funding.  For 
further information contact Kent 
Reeves, 925.371.0154 ext. 111, 
kent.reeves@acrcd.org.

typically not covered by insur-
ance.

 “We are so thankful for this 
Kaiser grant.  Every day, we hear 
stories from cancer patients about 
how much healing therapies 
helped get them through their 
chemotherapy and radiation 
treatments,” said founder Sandra 
J. Wing, a dual cancer survivor. 
“In our first year, we supported 
24 cancer patients. This grant 
is such a wonderful gift as we 
begin our second year, and gives 
us a great start toward our goal 
of helping even more cancer pa-
tients experience pain relief.”

To be eligible for a Founda-

ity of federal and foundation 
grants and how to apply for 
them and is targeted at govern-
ment, educational, and non-profit 
organizations as well as small 
businesses.

 The workshop will be head-
lined by a representative from the 
Foundation Center.  Established 
in 1956, the Foundation Center 
maintains a comprehensive da-
tabase on foundation and corpo-
rate grants, issues informational 
resources, conducts research and 

offers educational programs.
 In addition to a representa-

tive from the Small Business 
Administration, speakers on 
federal grant opportunities will 
include representatives from the 
Department of Education and the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA).

 For more information or 
to RSVP, contact Congress-
man McNerney’s office at  
925-737-0727 or go to mcnerney.
rsvp@mail.house.gov.

tion grant, applicants must be 
diagnosed with cancer; under 
the care of a physician; undergo-
ing chemotherapy or radiation 
treatment; reside in Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Dublin, San Ramon, 
or Danville; and not have medi-
cal insurance which covers the 
complementary service(s) they 
desire.

Applications are now be-
ing accepted for 2010 grants. 
Interested applicants can apply 
online at www.healingtherapies 
foundation.org or call (866) 862-
7270 for an application. Friends, 
family members, and caregivers 
are encouraged to help the patient 
complete the application.

 

 

skills challenge, Police vs. Fire 
softball game, cardio tennis, 
teeball clinic, and a BMX demo 
and race. 

Refreshments will include 
free hot dogs, popcorn, and 
lemonade. There will be com-
memorative gifts.

An open house at Fire Sta-

tion #18 will be held at the same 
time.

For more information, call 
556-4500 or visit www.ci.dublin.
ca.us.

Fallon Sports Field Dedication Set

Funds Available for Cancer Patients

Resource Conservation District 
Selects New Executive Officer

Grants Workshop Set in San Ramon

the Wind, Casablanca, Star Wars, 
Raiders of the Lost Ark and Dirty 
Dancing will be shown. 

The August 26 showing of 
American Graffiti will also show-
case classic cars like the ones 
from the movie.  Altamont Cruis-
ers will be supplying the cars to 

sit outside the Vine before and 
after the show.  

Tickets are only $7 for every-
one on classics night.  

For dates and times of future 
classics films, please visit:  www.
VineCinema.com

Vine Cinema to Screen Classic Films

The 21st Annual “Nostalgia 
Day Car Show” will be held Sep-
tember 26. The show held from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. is sponsored by the 
Altamont Cruisers. It takes place 
in Downtown Livermore.

The event is a fund-raiser.  To 
date, the Altamont Cruisers have 
gifted over $200,000 to local 

charitable organizations with a 
special focus on the Tri-Valley 
youth programs.  This has been 
made possible from the “Nos-
talgia Day” registration fees, 
generous sponsor donations and 
proceeds from the event’s numer-
ous prize drawings.  

Festivities include a car show 

featuring over 700 cars, continu-
ous deejay music, prize drawings, 
vendors of car products, arts and 
crafts and a parade of the award 
winning vehicles down First 
Street.

For information, call 925-461-
2020, or visit website at www.
altamontcruisers.org      

Annual Car Show Coming in September
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Coomber.
We got to know Bob when 

we participated in the American 
Cancer Society Relay of Life of 
Livermore this year. I remember 
the first night we were at a Team 
Captain meeting and we were 
standing next to Bob. Emma was 
with me and I do not think she 
had ever been next to someone 
in a wheelchair for long peri-
ods. Bob let Emma explore the 
chair, the wheels and satisfied 
her general curiosity with such a 
gentleness. I was in awe.

On his website there is a 
quote, "Let me introduce you to 
one of the most inspirational peo-
ple I have ever met. His name is 
Bob Coomber, but the hiking and 
backpacking world know him 
as simply, 4WheelBob. Every 
trail he takes, every mountain he 
climbs he inspires those he meets 
to reach deep inside themselves 
and take a fresh look at life. His 
is a story of grueling defeats and 
uplifting journeys."

Now this talks about the man, 
however does what he does. Try 
googling Bobs's name and he is 
the essence of anyone of anyone 
who should be on the LARPD 
Board.

Right now Bob is involved 
with East Bay Regional Park 
District’s Hiking Adventures and 

each month, he "offers several 
lively write-ups on his favorite 
East Bay Regional Park District 
hiking trails. Half of his hikes 
will be geared toward relatively 
flat options with easy access, 
perfect for those with mobility 
devices, strollers, young kids on 
bikes, anyone really, who would 
simply like to explore the out-
doors on a flat trail. The other half 
of his hikes are more challenging 
– he is, after all, the only person 
to climb 14,000’ White Mountain 
in a wheelchair. These challenge 
hikes include longer distances 
and higher elevations. No matter 
what you’re looking for, Bob is 
sure to have an option, and story, 
for you."

I truly hope as the election 
moves forward and when it 
comes time to vote, your de-
cision will be for Bob. Don't 
just take my word for it, get to 
know Bob, he can be reached at 
bob@4wheelbob.com.

Note: I did not get paid or 
benefited from this personal en-
dorsement. I truly believe in Bob, 
so let's get him elected.

Stoneridge Jobs Bill
Barbara Hempill
Pleasanton 

Those of us who hope to move 
into Stoneridge Creek Continu-

ing Life Retirement Community 
have spoken at length about how 
it will benefit seniors.  However, 
the development and operation 
of Stoneridge Creek is also like 
Pleasanton's own personal Jobs 
Bill.

In these tough economic times, 
it is important to realize that dur-
ing the two and a half years of 
construction, Stoneridge Creek 
CLC will employ hundreds of 
construction workers.  Then, 
once it is in full operation, over 
four hundred workers will staff 
it.  These careers will range from 
various director and manager 
positions to professional nursing, 
maintenance and culinary staff as 
well as various part-time service 
opportunities.

Also, estimates are that the 
development fees generated by 
Stoneridge Creek will exceed 
$20,000,000 despite minimal 
traffic generation and no impact 
on the city's schools.  Millions 
more will be collected each year 
in property taxes.

 Stoneridge Creek will not 
only be a beautiful housing 
option for current and future 
residents and their parents where 

they can age in place, it will also 
provide significant employment 
opportunities for the commu-
nity.

 At its August 24 meeting, 
the Pleasanton City Council will 
be asked to take the first step in 
the approval process leading to 
the construction of Stoneridge 
Creek.  The meeting is scheduled 
to begin at 6:30 p.m. Supporters 
are urged to attend.

Valuable Enterprise
Isabel Curry
Pleasanton

I have lived in Pleasanton 
for 39 years and am delighted 
to think of this community as 
home. It was with joy and relief 
that I learned of plans to build a 
Continuing Care facility here in 
this beautiful area. It was with 
enthusiasm that I signed up, years 
ago, to become a future resident 
in Stoneridge Creek.

It has been disheartening 
to see the objections of a few 
delay the wishes and benefits of 
so many. The decision makers 
are encouraged to remove the 
obstructions and approve this 
valuable enterprise.

  

(continued from page 4)

is a professor at George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Va., where 
he teaches courses on such top-
ics as ethics and society and the 
anthropology of war.)

He still needs a commitment 
from a publisher. To date he has 
only a non-binding preliminary 
contract with Princeton Univer-
sity Press.

Whatever the outcome of 
the book project, Gusterson has 
become a genuine expert on the 
history, culture and politics of the 
U.S. nuclear weapons program, 
in large part because of his fas-
cination with Livermore and its 
programs since the 1980s. 

Based on hundreds of inter-
views over the years, in Liver-
more, Los Alamos, Washington 
and elsewhere, he can tell stories 
that professional historians might 
like to hear about Cabinet level 
disputes in Washington, deci-
sions that affected the future of 
national programs, and anecdotes 
that might surprise old hands 
from the Lab about interoffice 
conflicts where they used to 
work.

Some of these stories will 
eventually appear in his new 
book.   

Gusterson, 51, is British by 
birth and a 1980 history gradu-
ate of Cambridge University.  
He studied at MIT and Stanford, 
earning his PhD at Stanford. 
He  wrote his PhD thesis on the 
anthropology of the weapons 
program, based mostly on inter-
views with Livermore weapons 
designers.  The effort became a 
book, Nuclear Rites, published 
in 1996.  Another book on the 
nuclear weapons program, Peo-
ple of the Bomb, followed eight 
years later. 

He departed from the nuclear 
theme in co-editing Why Amer-
ica’s Top Pundits are Wrong, 
published in 2005, and has helped 
prepare a sequel, The Insecure 
American, which was published 
two years later, about the many 
aspects of life that Americans 
worry about, like jobs, crime, 
cancer and food risk.  

While still researching nuclear 
weapon topics, he made several 
trips to Russia and conducted 
interviews through interpreters 
to learn about the culture of the 
Russian weapons program as 
well as the U.S. one.  He won-
dered about doing the same in 
his own country, at the British 
atomic weapons establishment 
near Aldermaston.  In an ironic 
twist that reflects the dense blan-
ket of official secrecy in the UK, 
he learned that the answer was 
an unequivocal “No” – and he 
only got his answer through a 
Livermore designer who was 
interacting with the British.

Gusterson was a member of 
the protest movement before he 
became an anthropologist.  He 

participated in the Freeze Move-
ment, whose goal was to halt the 
testing, production and deploy-
ment of new nuclear weapons. 

Members of the Freeze were 
consciously separate from activ-
ists who practiced civil disobe-
dience, blocking roadways and 
getting arrested at the gates of 
Lawrence Livermore and other 
nuclear defense sites.  Gusterson 
says the two protest factions 
doubted each other’s effective-
ness, although they generally 
treated each other with respect.  
He also notes that the goals of 
his part of the protest effort, the 
Freeze Movement, have largely 
been met.

While conducting research for 
his PhD thesis, Gusterson lived  
in Livermore.  He was coupled 
into the community and to the 
Lab itself, perhaps as intimately 
as someone outside the gates can 
be.  As he became known as a 
thoughtful critic, and especially 
after publication of Nuclear 
Rites, he was often sought out by 
journalists and others to comment 
on Lab topics – contract issues, 
program developments, scandals 
and other news items.  

Today, in many ways, he has 
moved on.  He married another 
scientist, Allison MacFarlane, 
a geologist who also studied at 
MIT and who is an expert on 
nuclear waste disposal.  (She 
was named early this year to 
the Obama Administration’s 
Blue Ribbon Commission on 
America’s Nuclear Future.)  They 
were married in Livermore, 10 
years ago almost to the day. Tthey 
are now both tenured faculty at 
George Mason.  They are raising 
two children in nearby Bethesda 
, Md.

Where he once taped in-
terviews for his publications, 
Gusterson now visits Livermore 
with his family as part of an ex-
tended vacation.  He still takes 
the opportunity to visit with a 
few scientists and engineers to 
resolve new or changing ques-
tions.

Over the years, he has devel-
oped respect for the positions of 
the nuclear weapons scientists 
and the deterrence that they 
worked to ensure.  While he 
thinks that “nuclear weapons 
and humans can’t co-exist in-
definitely,” he also believes that 
deterrence “might have averted a 
third world war.” 

He no longer thinks the 1980s 
scenario of an all-out nuclear war 
is credible, although the threat of 
a single-weapon attack, perhaps 
on a city, is real.

Gusterson is no less willing 
than in past years to take issue 
with what he sees as ineffective 
government policies, and no 
less able to articulate his views 
simply and straightforwardly.  
The clarity of his writing makes 
his positions accessible and pro-

vocative. 
A current passion is the U.S. 

war in Afghanistan.  In a recent 
article in Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, he compared the 
conflict to the U.S. war in Viet-
nam, citing similarity at several 
levels. 

He views the Afghan govern-
ment as corrupt and unpopular 
with the greater population, as the 
South Vietnam government also 
was.  He notes that U.S. casual-
ties are rising, and claims, based 
on news reports, that troops in 
the field have become pessimistic 
and disenchanted.

He notes that the war has lost 
support in the U.S., and asserts 
that diplomats like ambassador 
Karl Eikenberry are making opti-
mistic comments in public while 
advising Washington in private 
that the war is going badly.

He writes regularly for Bul-
letin of the Atomic Scientists as 
a columnist, which gives him 
freedom to analyze and express 
opinions on a wide range of 
policy topics that are outside 
anthropology, or at least not part 
of his professional focus. 

Gusterson is careful to avoid 
giving what he calls “tactical ad-
vice” on the conduct of the war.  
He believes that anthropologists 
must avoid taking any action that 
“jeopardizes their human subjects 
or other anthropologists,” so he 
objects strongly to a program de-
veloped by the U.S. Army called 
the Human Terrain System.  This 
is an effort to improve the coun-
terinsurgency program by using 
teams of anthropologists and 
other social scientists to develop 
databases for use by commanders 
and troops in the field.

He says the program is “scien-
tifically disreputable,” using “an-
thropologists with no specialized 
knowledge of the Middle East” to 
give advice with little value and 
only a superficial appearance of 
cultural insight.

He has written for the Bulletin 
about other interests as well, from 
conflict in the West Bank to a 
rejuvenated effort to eliminate 
all nuclear weapons and how to 
get past the stalemate with North 
Korea.  His columns have a com-
mon feature of looking beyond 
headlines and sound bites for the 
deeper significance of language, 
pictures and actions.     

His columns for Bulletin of 
the Atomic Scientists can be 
found online at http://www.
thebulletin.org/web-edition/col-
umnists/hugh-gusterson

Perhaps because so much 
of his life now revolves around 
family, he expects the future fo-
cus of his anthropology research 
to move at least partly into new 
territory, including underage 
drinking and parents who have 
difficulty communicating with 
other parents.
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The current 1C and 55 lines 
on Wheels will be discontinued, 
effective Aug. 21. LAVTA, which 
operates Wheels, made the deci-
sion in July.

However, LAVTA is con-
sidering service improvements 
by making the No. 8 route in 
Pleasanton run every one-half 
hour, instead of the current one-
hour intervals, Mondays through 
Fridays.

The operations committee 
of LAVTA will meet at 4 p.m. 
Aug. 23 at the LAVTA offices, 
1362 Rutan Court, Livermore, 
to discuss changes in the No. 8, 
and also creation of a No. 7 line, 
which would run from Dublin/ 
Pleasanton BART to downtown 
Pleasanton, and turn around. The 
No. 7 would keep current service 
intervals for Pleasanton riders 
who use the No. 10 line.  

With the advent of the Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT), which is 
planned to begin in January, 
many Livermore riders will be 

Wheels Drops Senior Line, 
But May Bolster No. 8 Line

siphoned from the No. 10 bus 
line, which runs down Stanley 
Boulevard into Pleasanton.

The operations committee will 
also look at setting a schedule for 
BRT. Any recommendations 
from the committee would go to 
a meeting of the LAVTA board, 
scheduled for 4 p.m. Sept. 13.

Ending the 1C run was not 
a service loss. It was always 
destined for termination after 
Dublin Boulevard was extended 
from Tassajara Road to Fallon 
Road, which has occurred. The 
1C was just a place-holder until 
that change took place.

Now the No. 12 bus will travel 
that stretch of Dublin Boulevard, 
and use the El Charro Road/Fal-
lon Road interchange to link up 
to its short Interstate 580 travel to 
and from the Airway Boulevard 
interchange, where it connects to 
Livermore streets.

SENIOR SERVICE WAS
NOT USED VERY MUCH
The discontinued 55 line was 

created two years ago, through 
a grant. It stopped at four senior 
housing developments, five days 
weekly, four times per day, and 
also had two daily runs to the 
Livermore VA hospital.

LAVTA planning director 
Jeff Flynn said that the 55 line 
did not draw enough ridership 
to justify its continuation. It was 
averaging one person per trip, so 
grant funding was not renewed 
for the line.

Instead, Wheels will go back 
to running the shuttle buses it 
formerly ran, said Flynn. There 
was a trip once each week to Nob 
Hill market.

Flynn said that LAVTA will 
look into creation of other shut-
tles. There seems to be interest 
in having one to Target and 
WalMart, he said. Flynn encour-
ages seniors to get in touch with 
him to suggest destinations they 
might patronize.

Flynn will also approach the 
senior apartment complexes in 
Livermore to seek their advice.

 

 Valley Community Bank 
acknowledges that Washington 
policymakers understood the dif-
ference between Wall Street and 
Main Street banking  when they 
included important concessions 
for community banks in the new 
Wall Street Reform Act that was 
signed into law in July, 2010.  
The law gives community banks 
concessions from certain lending 
and capital reserve regulations 
and directs the biggest banks to 
pay higher FDIC premiums. 

Because community banks 
represent a different banking 
business and have a different 
risk profile from large and in-
ternationally-active institutions, 
the new law recognizes that they 
should be regulated differently. 
By holding the too-big-too-fail 
institutions accountable and 
creating special accommodations 
and provisions for community 
banks, the law creates an impor-
tant precedent, which recognizes 
that Wall Street megabanks re-
quire significantly more regula-
tory checks and supervision than 
Main Street community banks.

“Main Street community 
banks like Valley Community 
Bank take pride in doing what 
is right for our customers,” says 
President and CEO Rick Loupe. 
“We focus on relationships with 
our customers who are not treated 
like numbers or a few dollars on 
the bottom line.  They are our 
neighbors down the street, the 

Valley Community Bank Responds 
To the Wall Street Reform Act
New regulatory regime favorable to Main Street banking

small business owners across 
town and the hundreds of Tri-Val-
ley and San Jose area residents 
that we serve.

“The concessions included 
in the Wall Street Reform Act 
establish a new congressional 
policy of tiered regulation. This 
new regulatory regime will allow 

Valley Community Bank to stay 
competitive in the marketplace 
and continue to do what we do 
best, serve our local customers 
the right way.”

Valley Community Bank, 
which is locally owned and 
operated, celebrated its twelfth 
anniversary in 2010. 

Livermore Valley Wine Coun-
try’s Labor Day Weekend tradi-
tion—the Harvest Wine Celebra-
tion—returns to its roots this year 
with festivities exclusively at 
local wineries. 

On Sunday, September 5 and 
Monday, September 6 between 
noon and 5 p.m., area wineries 
will offer the region’s best wine, 
food, art and music to ticket hold-
ers. Bus transportation between 
wineries will be available on 
Sunday only. Wineries will of-
fer special activities to festival 
guests on Monday. The 2010 
event marks the 29th year that 
people have gathered to celebrate 
the harvest of wine grapes in this 
picturesque region.

The event is produced by the 
Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association (LVWA).

Thirty participating wineries 
will be pouring at their tasting 
room locations across Livermore 
Valley. Eleven more wineries will 
be pouring and hosting festivities 
at either Concannon Vineyard or 
Wente Vineyards on Tesla Road. 
Food at all winery locations will 
be locally prepared and moder-
ately priced (under $8). Admis-
sion includes a commemorative 
Livermore Valley wine glass, 
tastings of at least two wine 
varietals from each participating 
winery, official event program 
and exclusive discounts on wine 
purchases. 

On Sunday, September 5, 
celebration guests are invited 
to ride complimentary “green” 
shuttle buses between winery 
locations. Provided by Bauer’s 
Transportation, the biodiesel-fu-
eled buses will travel on three 
different routes, each serving 

eight to ten wineries. Free park-
ing will be available at Robertson 
Park, where guests can board 
buses and transfer between routes 
during the day. Bus stops may be 
as far as 300 feet from winery 
locations, so guests riding buses 
must be prepared to walk up 
driveways.

Monday, September 6 will 
feature a more intimate affair, 
as each winery offers a unique 
experience to Harvest Wine 
Celebration guests. Examples 
of Monday-only special events 
include:

• Wente Vineyards - Winery 
Tour by Karl Wente, 5th Genera-
tion Winemaker 12:30 p.m. and 
2:30 p.m. space is limited.  Sign 
up in Wente Tasting Room on 
Tesla Road.

• Thomas Coyne Winery - 
Contra Costa Home Winemakers 
will discuss and demonstrate 
home winemaking.

• Eckert Estate Winery - Bottle 
your own Harvest Cuvee: bottles, 
labels and corks provided, $7 per 
bottle.

• Chouinard Vineyards - Home 
winemaking and beer making 
equipment from Brewmaster in 
San Leandro. Wine and food 
pairings.

• Big White House & John 
Evan Cellars - Aroma Bar: dis-
cover the aromas of different 
wine varietals.  Meet and adopt 
dogs from local animal shelter.

• Charles R Vineyards - Count 
the Corks Game: closest guess 
wins Charles R T-shirt.

Tickets are available online 
at www.LVwine.org and at all 
participating Livermore Val-
ley wineries. Please visit www.
LVwine.org for details.

 
 

Harvest Celebration Set 
For Labor Day Weekend
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440653
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Little Orsi 
Daycare, 3580 Madeira Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Sulema Janet Orsi, 3580 
Madeira Way, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Sulema Janet Orsi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 14, 2010. Expires July 
14, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2816. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440942
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Delivered, 1054 
Dolores St. #17, Livermore Ca 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Christopher Palmer, 1054 
Dolores St. #17, Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Chris Palmer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 21, 2010. Expires July 
21, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2818. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440407
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Town & Country 
Cleaners, 456 West Harder 
Road, Hayward Ca 94544 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Vipa Enterprises, LLC., 4348 
Muirwood Drive, Pleasanton 
Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Vipa Hobbs
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 6, 2010. Expires July 
6, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2819. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440292
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Stop N Drop, 
1192 Apache Street, Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Andrew Barovick,  1192 
Apache St., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Andrew Barovick
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 30, 2010. Expires July 
30, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2820. Publish  July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440606
The following person(s) doing 
business as:California Spray 

Tans, 326 Hillcrest Ave., 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jodie Thompson, 326 Hillcrest 
Ave., Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jodie Thompson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 12, 2010. Expires July 
12, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2821. Publish August 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441232
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Executive 
Language Services, 5414 
Maybeck Lane, Livermore Ca 
94550 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Anne Marie Amelia Etesse, 
5414 Maybeck Lane, Liver-
more Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on May 2009.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Anne Marie Etesse
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 28, 2010. Expires July 
28, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2823. Publish  August 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440922
The following person(s) doing 
business as:UP “N Smoke 
Barbecue, 855 Polaris Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Charles Metcalf, 855 Polaris 
Way, Livermore Ca 94550, 
Jeremy King, 849 E Stanley 

Blvd #185, Livermore Ca 
94550, Cartis Ryan Stephens, 
861 Folsom Ct., Livermore 
Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability partner-
ship
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Charles Metcalf, Jeremy 
King, C.R. Stephens
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 21, 2010. Expires July 
21, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2824. Publish August 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 440867-440870
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1)Fire Trucks 
4 Hire, 2)Echoing Quack, 
3)Home 4 The Day, 4)Wick-
tonvi l le Township, 1619 
Maralisa Ct., Livermore Ca 
94551 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Wicktonvi l le Fire Dept. , 
Inc.,1619 Maralisa Ct., Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on February 
14, 2006.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Paul M. George
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 21, 2010. Expires July 
21, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2825. Publish  August 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441067
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Efendi Travel, 
4646 Lakewood St., Pleas-
anton Ca 94588 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):

Ozgur Guker, 377 Santa 
Clara Ave. #210, Oakland, 
Ca 94610
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on June 21, 2010.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Ozgur Guker
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 23, 2010. Expires July 
23, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2826. Publish  August 5, 12, 
19, 26, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441553
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Course Correc-
tion Coaching, 11478 Rolling 
Hills Drive, Dublin Ca 94568 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Robert Scott Hardy, 11478 
Rolling Hills Drive, Dublin 
Ca 94568
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on July 15, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Robert S. Hardy
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 6, 2010. Expires 
August 6, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2829. Publish  August 19, 26, 
September 2, 9, 2010.

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of 
the GSA-Purchasing Depart-
ment, County of Alameda, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Suite 
907, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORkING/NORTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFQ #900732 for 
Type I Hazardous Materials 
Response Vehicles AND 
Type II CAL EMA Rescue 
Vehicles, Thursday, Au-

gust 26, 2010, 10:00 a.m. 
– General Services Agency, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Room 
1107, 11th Floor, Oakland, 
CA NETWORkING/SOUTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFQ #900732 for 
Type I Hazardous Materials 
Response Vehicles AND 
Type II CAL EMA Rescue 
Vehicles, Friday, August 27, 
2010, 2:00 p.m. – Dublin  
Public Library, 200 Civic 
Plaza, The Program Room, 
Dublin, CA Responses Due  
by 2:00 pm on September 
30, 2010 County Contact :  
Jeff Thomas (510) 208-9613 
or via email: jeff.thomas@
acgov.org Attendance at 
Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Specifica-
tions regarding the above may 
be obtained at the Current 
Contracting Opportunities 
Internet website at www.
acgov.org. 
8/19/10
CNS-1925809#
The Independent Newspaper 
Legal No. 2828. Publish Au-
gust 19, 2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are at Petsmart in Dublin 
from  1 to 4, and PetCo in San 
Ramon from 11 to 3.    Infor-
mation, call TVAR at  (925) 
803-7043 or visit our website 
at www.tvar.org.  

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

6)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET? FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara 
925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

LOST BLACk CHIHUAHUA 
Near Almond Ave. School. 

Livermore
Pink Collar no tags. 

Name Chloe
 Lost Monday 8-2-10 
Call Karen - Darrel

 925 443-7692

AUTOMOTIVE
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

A CAR DONATION HELPING 
SICK KIDS! Donate Your  
C a r  t o  S O N G S  o f  
LOVE and make a sick child 
smile!  Featured on NBC  
(TODAY SHOW), CNN. Tax-
deductible, all vehicle con- 
d i t ions accepted.  www.
S o n g s o f L o v e . o r g .  
888-909-SONG (7664) . 
(CAL*SCAN) 

11)AUTO SALES

WE’RE REBUILDING AMER-
ICA. Any CAR. Any Credit. 
Minimum Down Payment 
Required. CALL NOW. 800-
814-8867. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-
243-8000

0R  www.independent-
news.com  Pay by Credit 

Card  for any Classified or 
Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 

Light housekeeping 
errands transportation 

meal prep personal care. 
Please fax resume  

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

CEMETERY LABORER 
WANTED

Part-time to start, possible 
full-time Please call 925 
447-8417

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

At tn :  INTERNATIONAL 
COMPANY EXPANDING. 
Work online, tele-commute, 
flexible hours, great pay, will 
train. Apply online at: www.
KTPGlobal.com or 888 304-
2847. (CAL*SCAN).

MEDICAL ASSISTANT . 
Learn on the job. Good pay/
benefits, 30 days vacation/yr, 
$ for school. No experience 
OK. HS grads ages 17-34. 
Call Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)

TRUCk DRIVERS: CDL 
training. Part-time driving job 
with Full-time benefits. Get  
Paid to train in the Califor-
nia Army National Guard.  
Up to $12,500 bonus. www.
NationalGuard.com/Truck 
o r  1 - 8 0 0 - G O - G U A R D . 
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD call  Barbara 925 243-
8000  or go on-line at www.
independentnews.com Also 
available pay by Credit Card 
for Classified and Display 
Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVE FOR THE BEST! 
Gordon Trucking, Inc. Im-

mediate Openings!! Teams 
- All the miles you can log! 
Regional & OTR openings. 
Full Benefits, 401k, Regular 

Hometime. We have the 
Freight! Talk to a recruiter 
live! www.TeamGTI.com  
1-888-832-6484 EOE. 

(CAL*SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos & 
Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 

PAY *GREAT MILES 
*CDL-A Required. We also 
have dedicated & regional 

positions available.  
Call 866-789-8947. Swift. 

(CAL*SCAN)

Driver - Regional Runs. SO-
LOS, TEAMS and CASUAL 
DRIVERS. Daily or weekly 
pay. Great miles, benefits 
and new equipment. CDL-A, 
6 months OTR experience. 
1-800-414-9569. www.Drive-
Knight.com (CAL*SCAN)

IF YOU LIVE on I-5, We 
have the Job for You! 

Regional Drivers Wanted! 
More Hometime! Top Pay! 
Up to $.41/mile! Heartland 
Express 1-800-441-4953. 

www.HeartlandExpress.com 
(CAL*SCAN

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

Judy Curtis
A service in memory of long-

time Livermore voice teacher 
Judy Curtis was held August 
17.

The Celebration of Life was 
held at Cedar Grove Community 
Church in Livermore.

The Livermore resident and 
owner of the Judy Curtis Voice 
Studio died August 2, 2010 at age 
75. She began her professional 
career at age 13, singing and 
dancing with the Helen O’Neill 
Chorus Line in San Francisco. 
Her career highlights included 
Channel 7’s Miss TV award, 
USO tours with the Presidio 
Sixth Army and 20th Century 
Fox and a two month booking 
with Dick Van Dyke and Mort 
Sahl at The Hungary I in San 
Francisco.

Upon moving to Livermore 
in 1967, she opened The Curtis 
School of Music with former 
husband Don Curtis on First 
Street. In 1979, she opened her 
own voice studio and taught for 
more than 30 years.

The family welcomes flow-
ers or donations to Cedar Grove 
Community Church, where Judy 
was a member for more than 30 
years. 

Rosemarie Boben
Livermore resident Rosemarie 

Boben passed away peacefully 
at the home of her daughter and 
son-in-law in Oakdale, CA on 
July 27, 2010.She was born May 
18, 1927. 

She called Livermore her 
home where she resided for the 
past 50 plus years. Rosie had a 
variety of jobs in the Tri-Valley 
area working for the Independent 
Newspaper, Herald & News and 
the Dublin Chamber of Com-
merce. She was a volunteer for 
Hope Hospice of Dublin. She 
opened up her heart and home 
and a lifetime of wonderful 
memories is her legacy to her 
family and many friends. In 2007 
as her Parkinson's progressed, 
she moved to Modesto. 

She was predeceased by her 
daughter Katy (2008). She is 
survived be her son Stan, daugh-
ter Rosanne Tenorio, son-in-law 
Ray, grandchildren Josh and 
Tony, and great-granddaughter 
Mya. The family is ever so grate-
ful to her loving caregivers at 
Valley Royale Care in Modesto, 
CA where she resided. Also, to 
Community Hospice for there 
wonderful care and assistance 
in the last part of Rosie's coura-
geous battle with Parkinson's 
Disease. 

The recitation of the Rosary 
was August 9 at St. Michael Par-
ish in  Livermore. Remembranc-
es may be made in Rosemarie's 
name to Community Hospice, 
4368 Spyres Way, Modesto, CA 
95356 or your favorite charity.

Richard Jackson Smith
Richard Jackson Smith, for-

merly of Pleasanton, passed away 
August 3, 2010 in Bakersfield, 

California where he had lived 
for the past eight years. He was 
67. Richard was born June 29, 
1943 at St. Paul’s Hospital in 
Livermore. He spent the major-
ity of his life as a resident of 
Pleasanton.

Richard worked first for Jack-
son & Perkins and then DeVore 
Nurseries as a rose grower. He 
always loved Ford Mustangs, 
owning several over the years 
including his prized 2001 electric 
green one. Richard also enjoyed 
ice hockey, especially his favorite 
team the Bakersfield Condors.

Richard was preceded in death 
by his parents Leroy and Leola 
Smith and brothers; Robert, Bill, 
Pete and Jim.

He is survived by his long 
time companion Judith Crank of 
Bakersfield, daughter Leann Car-
rick (Dan) of Patterson, son Rod-
ney Smith (Pam) of Brentwood, 
four grandchildren Elizabeth, 
Melissa, Manuel and Michael. 
He is also survived by his sister 
Dora Lee Thompson and brother 
Don, as well as numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Family and friends are invited 
to celebrate his life Saturday 
August 28, 2010 from 1:00pm 
– 4:00pm at the community 
center of the Vineyard Village 
Senior Apartments, 3700 Pacific 
Avenue, Livermore CA.

In lieu of flowers the family 
suggests donations be made in 
his memory to: BSA Troop 90 
– 720 Oak Street, Brentwood 
CA 94513 or Mercy Ships (www.
mercyships.org).

Mary Elizabeth Fuchs
Mary Elizabeth Fuchs passed 

away in the presence of her lov-
ing family on Saturday, July 24, 
2010.  She was 87.

She was born on October 20, 
1922, in Yakima, Washington and 
moved to Southern California 
when she was a sophomore in 
high school.  She graduated from 
high school in 1939 and attended 
two years of  junior college.

Mary devoted her life to her 
family, whom she loved uncon-
ditionally, and was honored as 
the Eagles Club Mother of the 
Year in 1960.  She was a devout 
parishioner of St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church since 1954; an 
Auxiliary Volunteer for Valley 
Memorial Hospital for five years; 
and employed as a Macy’s Sales 
Associate for ten years before 
retiring.  

Mary will be remembered 
for her outgoing personality, 
humor, great sense of style, soft 
spoken ways, her beautiful blue 
eyes, friendly smile and her great 
love for her husband, family and 
friends.

She is survived by her ten 
children Georgia Henry (Robert) 
of Livermore, Robert J. Fuchs 
of Oakdale, R. Thomas Fuchs 
of Livermore, Janis Rien of 
Oakdale, John Fuchs of Man-
teca, Michael Fuchs and Patrick 
Fuchs of Ceres, James Fuchs of 
Stockton, Jayme McMillan of 

Livermore and William Fuchs 
(Karen) of Tracy; 19 grandchil-
dren; 12 great-grandchildren; and 
her best friend, for over 56 years, 
Ida Duarte of Livermore.

She was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband of 61 years 
Robert Dominik Fuchs, her par-
ents George and Lillie McPeak 
and brother Richard McPeak.

A Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
August 24, 2010, at St. Michael’s 
Church, 458 Maple St., Liver-
more.

In honor of Mary, please do a 
kind deed for someone in need.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Arleen Marian Halseide
Arleen Marian Halseide died 

at her home in Livermore on Au-
gust 9, 2010. 
She had just 
celebrated her 
85th birthday.

Mrs. Halse-
ide was born 
Arleen Marian 
Johnson  on 
August 7, 1923 
to Leroy and 
Irene Johnson 

in Oakland, CA. Arleen’s father 
was from Butte County and her 
mother hailed from Washington. 
She married David A. Halseide in 
1945. David was raised in Mon-
tana, until he joined the Navy. He 
then worked in the metal industry 
until his passing.

After her husband’s death, 
Arleen traveled all over the US 
and to many other parts of the 
world, with her daughters. She 
lived in Kensington for 44 years 
and spent the last 15 years in 
Livermore, CA. Mrs. Halseide 
enjoyed spending time with 
her family. She was a long time 
member of the Eastern Star and 
enjoyed making crafts, playing 
bridge and other card games.

Arleen worked in banking for 
20 years and was a kind, clever, 
artistic and giving person who 
is survived and will be greatly 
missed by her daughters Sandy 
Holtz and Janice Halseide of 
Livermore, a grandson Ryan 
(Amy) Holtz of Elk Grove, and 
by her Siamese cat Coquette. 
She was preceded in death by her 
parents Leroy and Jean Johnson 
and by her husband of 32 years  
David A. Halseide.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Grace “Shirley” Leavitt
Grace Leavitt, known as Shir-

ley to her friends and family, 
was born on Jan. 28, 1922 in 
Browerville, Minnesota to John 

and Katherine 
Borge r t  and 
passed away 
peacefully at 
her home on 
Aug. 8, 2010 at 
the age of 88.  
Shirley and her 
husband Jim 
had recent ly 

celebrated 35 years of marriage 
on June 7, 2010. 

She was a resident of Liver-
more.

Shirley worked for the United 
States Coast Guard for five years 
before going to work for the U.S. 
Navy.  She retired in 1975 to 
raise her three daughters. Shirley 
enjoyed gardening so much that 
she became a member of the 
Danville-Alamo Garden Club 
and eventually became the club’s 
president during the 1980’s. 

Shirley is survived by her lov-
ing husband Jim as well as her 
three daughters, Jolynn Lambert, 
Alicia Tohamson, and Cynthia 
Tohamson. She is also survived 
by three grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

A Memorial Mass in Shirley’s 
honor will be held on Friday, 
August 20, 2010 at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church in 
Livermore at 11:00am.    

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Manuel ‘Butch’ Lupo
Butch passed away in his 

sleep at home on Sunday night, 
August 15, 2010,  after a year 
long battle with cancer. His fam-
ily and his Hospice "Angel" were 

by his side. He 
was 60 years 
young.

Butch was 
born in San 
F r a n c i s c o , 
where he lived 
until family 
moved to So. 
San Francis-
co where he 

graduated from So. San Fran-
cisco High School in 1967.

He was a 25 year Teamster 
and retired from UPS Cartage 
in September of ’09 when diag-
nosed with cancer.

He was a 40+ year member of 
the Nor-Cal Boat and Ski Club 
association where he became 
a national champion water ski 
racer, and top observer.  He made 
the World team in both ’84 and 
’97, traveling to Australia for the 
championship competitions.  He 
won the prestigious "Catalina 
Marathon" in 1981, a race from 
Long Beach Harbor to the Island 
and back in what was record time 
at that time. 

He loved his Hot Rod, a 1946 
Ford Super Deluxe Coupe and 
enjoyed many car shows with 
family and friends. He is a past 
member of the Altamont Cruisers 
here in Livermore.

He found great joy in cheering 
his girls on in their sports. He 
was Captain Widow, of the Black 
Widow Soccer team in Santa 
Rosa, Chief Smoke Honk-a-lot 
for Livermore Smoke Softball 
and the "#1 Fan" for the Castro 
Valley Young Guns.

He is survived by his wife 
Amy of 20 years, his sister Elin 
Lupo of So. San Francisco, 4 
daughters: Tami Nurisso and 
her husband Kenny of Redwood 
City, Jeni Isom and her husband 

Rob of Menlo Park, Kristina and 
Niki. He also leaves grandchil-
dren Parker Isom (4), Gianna 
(3.5), Nico (18mos), and baby to 
born any minute Nurisso. There 
are numerous aunts, uncles and 
cousins who will miss him as 
well as a HUGE network of 
friends and "fans." Butchie Baby 
was a great man, a loving brother, 
a fantastic father and an awesome 
husband/best friend.  He will be 
missed by all who knew him. 

A memorial service in his 
honor will be held on Sunday, 
August 22 at 4:00 p.m. at Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Avenue,  Livermore, CA  94550.  
The family asks that you consider 
a donation to Hope Hospice in 
lieu of flowers.

Theresa Kay Ludwig
Livermore resident Theresa 

Kay Ludwig passed away August 
15, 2010. She was born April 3, 
1949. 

Her loyalty and commit-
ment shone 
through in 
her 45 year 
marriage to 
Michael and 
33 years at 
C o l d w e l l 
Banker. She 
was the glue 
that held so 

many together and loved being 
the head of her family. She took 
in any who needed her love and 
loved them all with every ounce 
of her being. She had a passion 
for adventure and loved to spend 
her time making memories with 
the ones she loved. She has now 
embarked on her most fantastic 
adventure of all. Rest in Peace 
Theresa, you will be greatly 
missed and will be forever cher-
ished and loved.   

She is survived by her hus-
band Michael Ludwig; children 
Michael Ludwig and Heath-
er Ludwig; Brian Ludwig and 
Shiela Ludwig; brothers Wil-
liam Jr. Jeffers, Eddie Roberts; 
sisters Virginia Anderson, Donna 
Nielsen, and Carol Andru, grand-
children Tahnee, Mike, Chad 
Kiera,  Justin and Jennifer; and 
great grandchildren Acacia and 
Isabella .  

A “Celebration of Life” Ser-

vice will be held on Tuesday, 
Aug. 24 at 1:00 p.m. at the Shrine 
Event Center,   170 Lindbergh 
Ave., Livermore.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made in Theresa’s memory 
to the CCFA, Crohns and Colitis 
Foundation of America.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Dorothy Rose
Longtime Livermore resident 

Dorothy (Andrade) Rose  passed 
away on July 27, 2010, at the age 
of 84 following a courageous 
battle with 
cancer.

She was 
b o r n  i n 
L i v e r m o r e 
on March 21, 
1926, to Pe-
ter and Mary 
Andrade, the 
s e c o n d  o f 
four children. 
Dorothy was a member of the 
second generation of a Portu-
guese family who came from the 
Azores and settled in Livermore 
and raised cattle and grew grapes. 
She worked and rode on the fam-
ily ranches daily with her broth-
ers and sisters and shared fond 
memories of driving cattle up and 
down places like Mines and Tesla 
Roads long before commuters 
and bicyclists were common. She 
was also an excellent cook, who 
loved to please her family with 
sumptuous home-cooked meals. 
We will miss her bright smile and 
great love of her family, animals 
and ranch.

Dorothy was preceded in 
death by her husband of 58 
years, Vernon Rose, Sr., and her 
brother Rufus (Bud) Andrade. 
She is survived by her brother Joe 
Andrade, sister and best friend, 
Dolores Andrade, and three sons, 
Vernon (Rusty) Jr., Gary and 
Mark; a cousin Herbert Hachman 
of Dublin; five grandchildren, 
and five great grandchildren as 
well as numerous nieces and 
nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
respectfully requests that memo-
rial donations in Dorothy's name 
be made to the Tri-Valley Hope 
Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., Dub-
lin, CA 94568.
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**************
Reaches

33,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

80)HELP WANTED/SALES

Between High School and 
College? Over 18? Drop 
that entry level position. Earn 
what you’re worth!!! Travel w/
Successful Business Group. 
Paid Training. Transportation, 
Lodging Provided. 1-877-646-
5050. (CAL*SCAN)
NETWORk SALES TELE-
MARkETER. Are you an 
enthusiastic, highly motivated 
individual with excellent sales 
and communication skills? 
Would you like to work part-
time 25-30 hours a week? 
We have the job for you. 
Work from Tuesday-Friday in 
downtown Sacramento. We 
offer a base hourly salary plus 
commission and bonuses. 
You will be selling CNPA”s 
newspaper network advertis-
ing products. Previous news-
paper sales experience a 
plus. Job responsibilities will 
include telemarketing to busi-
nesses, prospecting in the 
form of mailing, emailing and 
establishing a good relation-
ship with clients. Email your 
resume to: maria@cnpa.com 
with the subject line “Market-
ing Sales”. (CAL*SCAN)

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara  

FREE
ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST 

BOOkS
1970 - 2009

510 889-0723

FREE MOVING BOXES
Many Sizes Call M- F 5-9PM

Come on week-n
 925 321-4800

121)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  

925 243-8000 or go on-line 
at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

130)MERCHANDISE

AMATEUR RADIO ENTHU-
SIAST/Photographer looking 
to buy old ham radio/photo 
equipment, tubes, testers, 
old hi-fi stereos, speakers 
& other items of interest. 

Call Nelsen 530-725-0777 
(CAL*SCAN)

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
 145)BASEBALL 

9 AND 10 YEAR OLD 
TOURNAMENT BASE-
BALL TEAM FORMING.  
INTERESTED PLAYERS 
PLEASE CALL NICk AT 
925-200-2140.

 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 

based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.
1 5 7 ) A P T / C O T T A G E /
HOUSE/RENTALS

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 33,000 households/
businesses that receive the 
Independent find out about it.  
To place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

158)AUCTIONS/REAL ES-
TATE

LAND AUCTION - Beaver 
Creek Highlands - Rifle, Colo-
rado. 527+/-Acres offered in 
14 tracts (7 tracts sell abso-
lute) 35 to 70 Acres each, lo-
cated on Beaver Creek Road 
(CR 317). Land straddles 
the ridge between Beaver 
Creek Basin and Porcupine 
Creek Basin. Private trout 
stream with native Colorado 
Cutthroat Trout, great views, 
access to National Forest 
and BLM Lands. Auction 
held at Hotel Colorado in 
Glenwood Springs, CO on 
August 28 at 2PM. Contact 
Woltz & Associates, Inc, Bro-
kers & Auctioneers, Roanoke, 
VA at 800-551-3588 or visit 
www.Woltz.com for details. 
(CAL*SCAN)

BANk OWNED HOMES for 
Sale including properties in 
this area. Now is the time! 
The market, interest rates 
and opportunities could not be 
better. New Properties Added 
Daily! Bid Now Online: www.
OnlineBidNow.com Hudson 
& Marshall, 1-866-539-4174. 
(CAL*SCAN)

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOkING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

FORECLOSED HOME AUC-
TION. 275+ Nor Cal Homes 
/ Auction: August 28. Open 
House: August 14, 21 & 22. 
REDC / View Fill Listings 
www.Auction.com RE Broker 
01093886. (CAL*SCAN)

30+ FORECLOSED CALI-
FORNIA bank-owned homes 
selling by auction August 
23-26, 2010. Don’t miss 
this sale! Get all the details 
at www.CalHouseAuction.
com or call 1-866-539-0777 
(CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with The In-
dependent, you can reach 
over 33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE  Advertise with 
The Independent and reach 
over 33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE

TROPHY ELk Area LAND 
SALE!! Horse Trails - BLM 
bordering Bank Liquidation 
Sale - Call Now! 20 Acres w/
Road & Utilities - $19,900 20 
Acres w/ New Cabin - WAS: 
$99,900.  NOW: $69,900. 
Also Available: 200-3000 
acres w/ trees, views, utili-

ties. Loaded w/ 350 class 
bulls, deer & game birds. 
Large acreage starts at $800/ 
acre 888-361-3006. www.
WesternSk iesLand.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

SOUTHERN COLORADO’s 
Best Land Bargains! Deed-
backs, repos, foreclosures. 
Starting as low as $427 per 
acre. Excellent financing. 
Call 1-866-696-5263 x5548. 
www.ColoradoRanchdeal.
com (CAL*SCAN)

20 ACRE RANCHES ONLY 
$99/mo. $0 Down, $12,900, 
GREAT DEAL! Near Grow-
ing El Paso, Texas. Owner 
financing, No Credits Checks, 
Money Back Guarantee. 
FREE Map/Pictures. 1-800-
343-9444. (CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with The In-
dependent, you reach over 
33,000 homes and business-
es with your ad. Call Barbara 
925 243-8000

175)REAL ESTATE LOANS

CASH! I will buy your private 
Trust DEEDS and MORT-
GAGES. Fast turn around. 
Cash in those long term notes. 
Private Party. Premis Capital. 
707-396-9376. (CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
177)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019.www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE ONLINE in a 
network of 50-plus news-
paper websites.  Border to 
Border with one order! $7 cost 
per thousand impressions 
statewide. Minimum $5,000  

o r d e r .  C a l l  f o r  d e - 
tails: (916) 288-6010. www.
CaliforniaBannerAdNetwork.
com (CAL*SCAN)

180)EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!  1-
866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
S o u t h E a s t e r n H S . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

181)FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Get cash for 
your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High 
payouts. Call J.G. Went-
worth. 1-866-Settlement (1-
866-738-8536). Rated A+ by 
the Better Business Bureau. 
(CAL*SCAN)

187)SCHOOLS/TRAINING

Advertisement for Training. 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT TRAIN-
ING. Learn to operate bull-
dozer, backhoe, loader, motor 
grader, excavator. Job place-
ment assistance. Call 888-
210-4534. Northern California 
College of Construction. www.
HEAVY4.com promocode: 
NCPA1. (CAL*SCAN)

195)T IMESHARES/RE-
SORTS

WORLDMARk / TIMESHARE 
Sell /  Rent For CASH!!! 
We’ll find you Buyers/Rent-
ers! 10+ years of success! 
Over $78 Million in offers in 
2009! www.SellaTimeshare.
com Call (877) 554-2098. 
(CAL*SCAN)

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

Full-Service Real Estate 
Agents in an Al-a-Carte Age

By Cher Wollard
Carl Medford, a veteran Realtor with Windermere Welcome Home 

Realty and noted industry blogger, recently wrote a tongue-in-cheek 
piece for East Bay Focus on Trulia.com titled “Unbundling Real 
Estate Fees: The Final Frontier.”

In his blog, Medford makes the point that many clients don’t really 
know what agents do to earn their fees. He “proposes” breaking down 
charges per task – so much for creating web postings, so much for 
showing property, so much for arranging inspections – much as the 
airlines charge now for everything from snacks to pillows to luggage. 
(See the full article at www.trulia.com/blog/carl_medford/)

While there certainly are some real estate companies that offer 
menus of services (although none as extreme as Medford’s humor-
ous examples), most clients expect – and most agents deliver – full 
service to homebuyers and sellers.

So what exactly does “full service” entail?
Full Service for Homebuyers
Service to buyers begins even before the first meeting. 
Most agents have websites that contain industry news, plus in-

formation about the community and local schools. Many sites also 
include tools that allow prospective buyers to peruse homes on the 
market and perhaps calculate monthly payments.

Before their first meeting, the agent will likely:
• Interview the clients about their wants and needs.
• Refer the buyers to a mortgage specialist, if they don’t already 

have one, so they can get pre-approved for a home loan.
• Research properties that might suit them. This may entail search-

ing the Multiple Listing Service, calling listing agents for more 
information, contacting agents to inquire about upcoming listings, 
and even previewing properties.

• Prepare a list of the best properties.
• Schedule times to show the homes to the buyers.
The agent will explain the homebuying process and answer 

any questions the buyers may have before taking them out to tour 
properties. 

The agent doesn’t just access the lockboxes and open the doors 
for clients. A good agent will help buyers sort through the various 
features of the properties, so they can narrow their choice to the one 
that suits them best.

Sometimes buyers find the right property the first time out. Often, 
however, agents take their clients out on two or more occasions before 
the buyers find just what they are looking for.

Once the right property is identified, the agent will:
• Create a Comparative Market Analysis (CMA) to determine the 

actual value of the property, which may be higher or lower than the 
asking price.

• Work with the loan officer to estimate how much the property 
will actually cost the buyers on a monthly basis, plus the amount of 
downpayment closing costs they will need.

• Strategize with the buyers about what price and terms to offer.
• Write the offer.
• Present the offer.
The offer may be accepted right away. Often, however, the agent 

must negotiate price and terms until an agreement is reached with 
the sellers.

Once the buyers are in contract to purchase the property, their 
agent will:

• Open escrow with the title company.
• Schedule inspections.
• Review inspection reports as well as disclosures from the sell-

ers.
• Discuss any questions or concerns with the buyers.
• Negotiate which repairs the sellers will perform.
• Ensure that repairs are completed.
• Order the home warranty.
• Make sure all necessary paperwork is complete and properly 

signed, and that all parties adhere to deadlines agreed to in the 
contract.

• Coordinate with the loan officer, the escrow officer and the other 
agent to ensure a smooth transaction.

• Guide the buyers through the closing process.
Once the transaction closes, a full-service buyers’ agent will stay 

in touch, available to help with any follow-up questions or concerns, 
and to refer the new homeowners to service providers.

Full Service for Home Sellers
Full-service agents who represent sellers offer similar but parallel 

services.
They will also:
• Interview the sellers to ascertain their wants and needs.
• Investigate similar properties that have sold or are on the market 

in the neighborhood.
• Create a CMA of the property to help determine fair market 

value.
Once the sellers list their property, the agent will work with them 

to develop a marketing strategy tailored to their property and market 
condition. For example, the agent may:

• Stage the home. 
• Install a yard sign to attract attention from passersby.
• Take photographs and perhaps video of the property.
• Put a lockbox on the property and list it on the Multiple Listing 

Service, so other agents can bring prospective buyers.
• Create property flyers.
• Create a web presence. Many agents build individual websites 

for each listing, with dozens of photographs and detailed descriptions. 
Others utilize sites such as realtor.com and Craig’s list, or specialized 
sites like www.horseproperties.net, to showcase properties. Some 
agents also use phone and/or text services to provide quick informa-
tion to interested parties.

• Present the property at office meetings, local marketing meet-
ings or through brokers’ tours, when real estate professionals view 
new listings.

• Advertise the property in newspapers and/or mailers.
• Hold open houses.
• Show the home to their own clients who are looking to purchase 

property.
During the marketing process, the agent is answering phone calls 

and e-mails from potential buyers and their agents, screening pro-
spective buyers, and monitoring the market for changes that could 
impact price.

If the home is being sold in a short sale, the agent is also help-
ing the sellers assemble a short sale package to submit to the bank. 
Once the sellers agree to an offer, the agent will call the bank at least 
weekly to monitor the process and ensure the short sale negotiator 
has everything necessary to make a decision as quickly as possible, 
and then help the sellers review the short-sale terms.

 Once an offer has been received, the agent will help his/her clients 
evaluate the offer. The sellers may simply accept the offer as written. 
Often, however, the agent negotiates on the sellers’ behalf to garner 
improved price or terms.

Once an offer has been accepted, the agent will consult with the 
escrow officer, the buyers’ loan officer and the other agent to ensure 
the process is proceeding smoothly.

Sellers must fill out a package of disclosures for the buyers. The 
agent will provide the package and can assist the sellers with any 
questions. The agent will also go over inspection reports with the 
sellers, and craft responses to repair requests.

Like the buyers’ agent, the listing agent must make sure all pa-
perwork is in order, signed by all parties, and received in a timely 
manner.

 In order to serve buyers and sellers at this level, top agents are 
constantly educating themselves about changes in the market and the 
industry, and sharpening their skills.

Next week: How Top Agents Hone their Skills
Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 

Windermere Welcome Home, Livermore.
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 The Large Synoptic Survey 
Telescope (LSST), in which 
Lawrence Livermore plays a 
large role, has been ranked by a 
key scientific committee as the 
top priority for the next large 
ground-based astronomical fa-
cility.

 In a recent report, New 
Worlds, New Horizons in As-
tronomy and Astrophysics, a 
committee convened by the 
National Research Council for 
the National Academy of Sci-
ences, recommends that LSST be 
submitted immediately for NSF’s 
Major Research Equipment and 
Facilities Construction (MREFC) 
consideration with a view to 
achieving first light before the 
end of the decade.

Upon completion, the tele-
scope will be equipped with the 
world’s largest digital camera, 
which will be used to survey the 
entire visible sky. These images 
can then be used to study the 
light-bending gravity of dark 
matter in an effort to chart the 
history of the expansion of the 
universe and probe the mysteri-
ous nature of dark energy.

Because the project has made 
considerable progress in terms 
of its readiness since 2001, the 
committee judged that LSST was 
the most “ready-to-go.”

Livermore has played a piv-
otal role in the LSST project over 
the last decade, including: de-
velopment of the overall optical 
design, leadership in the develop-
ment of the operations simulator 
(which calculates how the tele-
scope can be optimally scheduled 
for multiple scientific programs), 
design of the wavefront sensing 
and guide sensor systems (which 
measure the aberrations in the 
telescope optics and the errors 
in pointing, so that these can be 
corrected by the telescope active 
optics and guiding systems) and 
design of the camera optics and 
filters (drawing on expertise from 
the National Ignition Facility’s 
large optics development).

Livermore researchers have 
led work to understand how well 
LSST will be able to estimate 
cosmological parameters using 
observations of supernovae.

Livermore’s Don Sweeney 
serves as the LSST project man-
ager.

Scheduled to begin full opera-
tions six years after the construc-
tion begins, the 8.4-meter LSST 
telescope will be equipped with 
the world’s largest digital camera 
(3.2 billion pixels). This system 
will survey the entire visible sky 
to very faint limits in multiple 
colors every week.

The project will last for 10 
years and will produce 2,000 
images of every part of the sky – 
more than 20,000 square degrees. 
It will be constructed on Cerro 
Pachón, a mountain in northern 
Chile. LSST will produce 30 tera-
bytes of data per night, yielding 

a total database of 100 petabytes. 
This massive data set will be used 
to construct, for the first time, 
a color “movie” of the sky that 
will enable unique and powerful 
studies of objects that move or 
change in brightness.

Examples range from po-
tentially hazardous near-Earth 
asteroids to exploding massive 
stars (supernovae) in the distant 
universe. The total 10-year data 
set will also use the light-bending 

gravity of dark matter to chart the 
history of the expansion of the 
universe and probe the mysteri-
ous nature of dark energy.

The LSST data will be open to 
the public and scientists around 
the world – anyone with a Web 
browser will be able to access the 
images and other data produced 
by the LSST.

Thirty four universities and 
national labs have joined together 
in a public private partnership to 

build LSST. The National Sci-
ence Foundation and the Depart-
ment of Energy Office of Science 
have contributed funds for design 
and development of the LSST.

In addition to Lawrence 
Livermore, members include: 
Adler Planetarium, Brookhaven 
National Laboratory, California 
Institute of Technology, Carnegie 
Melon University, Chile, Cor-
nell University, Drexel Univer-
sity, George Mason University, 
Google Inc., Harvard’s Smith-
sonian Center for Astrophysics, 
Institut de Physique Nucléaire 
et de Physique des Particules 
(IN2P3), Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Kavli Institute for Particle 
Astrophysics and Cosmology at 
Stanford University, Las Cum-
bres Observatory Global Tele-
scope Network Inc., Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, National 
Optical Astronomy Observatory, 

Princeton University, Purdue 
University, Research Corporation 
for Science Advancement, Rut-
gers University, SLAC National 
Accelerator Laboratory, Space 
Telescope Science Institute, 
Texas A&M University, The 
Pennsylvania State University, 
The University of Arizona, Uni-
versity of California, Davis, 
University of California, Irvine, 
University of Illinois at Urbana, 
Champaign, University of Michi-
gan, University of Pennsylva-
nia, University of Pittsburgh, 
University of Washington, and 
Vanderbilt University.

School  
Superintendent 
To Address 
Realtors Group

Kelley Bowers, the new 
superintendent of Livermore 
Unified School District, will 
address the Real Estate Alliance 
of Livermore at their meeting 
Thursday, Aug. 19. 

Networking begins at 8 
a.m. The meeting runs 8:30 
to 9:30 a.m. at the First Street 
Alehouse, 2106 First Street, 
Livermore. Admission is $4. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
t ion,  see  the  websi te  a t 
www.realestateal l ianceof 
livermore.com.

A 2010 rendering of the LSST, a proposed 8.4-meter ground-
based telescope that will survey the entire visible sky deeply in 
multiple colors every week from a mountaintop in Chile.

Photo courtesy of LSST Corp./NOAO

Lab Played Pivotal Role in Development of Telescope 
Astronomical Facility Will Survey the Entire Visible Sky Every Week
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American singer/songwriter 
Spencer Day and his trio will 
perform at Livermore’s Bankhead 
Theater on Friday, September 10, 
2010 for one performance only 
at 8pm.  

He is a performer, “destined to 
become a big star,”  according to 
notable music reviewers through-
out the United States. Day is a 
perennial favorite at jazz venues 
in San Francisco and New York. 
He has been gaining a strong fol-
lowing throughout the country, 
recently appearing in concert at 
The Hollywood Bowl.  

Day’s style is described as 
uniquely American contemporary 
music, a blend of jazz, blues, soul 
and folk with a touch of humor 
and pathos.  His voice has inspired 
comparisons to Harry Connick 
Jr. and Michael Bublé, and his 
compositions to those of Cole 
Porter, Paul Simon and Rufus 
Wainwright.

Vocalist-songwriter-pianist 
Day is an artistic vagabond, a 
modern-day musical nomad. Born 
in Utah, raised in rural Arizona, 
currently living in Los Angeles 
with extended residencies in New 
York and San Francisco, Day has 
called many places home. Along 
the way, he has wandered amid the 
expansive and diverse landscape of 
American music, developing an ar-
tistic sensibility that borrows from 
numerous sources: jazz, musical 
theater, cabaret, soul, folk, tradi-
tional pop and contemporary pop 
are just the tip of the iceberg. Day 
uses intuition and improvisation as 
his primary tools to craft a sound 
that is traditional and familiar, yet 
fresh and innovative at the same 
time, creating a blend too subtle 
to parse into neatly defined catego-
ries. Vagabond, his new CD release 
and his first on Concord Jazz, ce-
ments his reputation as a balladeer 
for the new century whose creative 
voice is distilled from the best ele-
ments of the previous one.

“I wanted to create a musical 
hybrid,” says Day, of his new al-
bum. “I’ve drawn from the Great 

American Songbook quite a bit 
in the past, but I really wanted to 
infuse this album with a more con-
temporary aesthetic, and also draw 
on some influences from the early 
‘60s, like Burt Bacharach, Roy 
Orbison and Dusty Springfield. I 
wanted to create a sound that could 
stand alone and not be easily put 
into one category, but at the same 
time appeal to a broad range of 
listeners.”

By his own account, Day got 
a bit of a late start on his journey 
of artistic self-discovery. Largely 
self-taught, he grew up listening 
to a wide cross-section of compos-
ers, including Cole Porter, George 
Gershwin, Joni Mitchell, John 
Lennon and Paul Simon. He also 
counts “all those old MGM musi-
cals” he watched as a kid among 
his primary influences. He didn’t 
start performing in public until 
age 21, mostly singing standards 
in piano bars.   Recently, Day 
has performed at the San Fran-
cisco Jazz Festival, and has been 
a recurring headliner in a number 
of high-profile Bay Area clubs, 
including Yoshi’s and the Razz 
Room.  On the opposite coast, he 
has earned raves for performances 
at the Town Hall, Joe’s Pub and the 
Canal Room in New York City, and 
at the Kennedy Center in Washing-
ton, DC.  He has opened for Rufus 
Wainwright, joined Jazz legend 
Marian McPartland in celebrating 
her 90th birthday at the Tangle-
wood Jazz Festival, performed at 
the Monterey Jazz Festival and 
traveled to the Singapore Sun 
Festival, in addition to touring all 
across the U.S.

Day’s last CD “Movie of Your 
Life” was released in 2005. The 
title song “Movie of Your Life” 
won San Francisco Academy of 
Art University’s competition for 
best original song. The accompa-
nying video also received artistic 
acclaim. A prolific and insightful 
songwriter, he has composed more 
than 60 songs.

Spencer Day kicks off the 

Singer/Songwriter Spencer Day Brings His 
Trio to the Bankhead Theater in Livermore

(See SPENCER DAY, page 4) SPENCER DAY 
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by Harry Stoll
Perhaps all of Livermore and 

more poured in for the pours at 
the grand opening of the Under-
dog Wine Bar on Saturday August 
14 at Concannon Vineyard. The 
Wine Group, the third largest wine 
producer in the world, owns the 
Underdog Wine Merchants, which 
brings in about 50 wines from 
nearly every continent, which they 
bottle and sell to a wide market. 

The generous sweep of green 
lawn at Concannon, with its line 
of trees along the entry road, is a 
great place in any event. For this 
event it was perfect. Alongside the 
partially shaded outdoor area im-
mediately outside the tasty tasting 
room soared a large tent. Its shiny 
white top slanted down to straight 
sides supported by poles with 
pointy tops evocative of Moor-
ish architecture. Red and yellow 
curtains were tied back against 
the poles.

“It’s right out of Arabian 
Nights,” said Valentin, who had 
come from Pleasanton with her 
friend Lisa. At their prize table 
they enjoyed a flight of sparkling 
wine from France. All the flights 
at the wine bar land on the table 
in a smooth slim dark wooden 
rack with circular cutouts for three 
glasses and a slot holding a card 
with information on each wine. 

On-line voting for the 2011 
Valley Humane Society Calendar 
is underway now through midnight 
on August 31st.

Each vote costs $1.00. Those 
voting may enter as many votes as 
desired for each photo. 

The 13 photos with the most 
votes by midnight on August 31st 
(according to the Paypal clock) 
will win a place in the 2011 Valley 
Humane Society Calendar! 

Calendars will be available for 
purchase by November.

Those who would rather pay 
by check or vote by phone, mail 
a donation or call  925-426-8656. 
For mail-in voting, please write 
the photo number on the check 
and mail to:  Valley Humane So-
ciety, ATTN: Calendar Committee, 
3670 Nevada St., Pleasanton, CA 
94566.  Votes not cast online must 
be received (not post-marked) 
by 4:30pm on August 31st to be 
included in the final tally.

 

An Underdog day in August 
A Grand Opening at Concannon Vineyard

Lisa and Valentin favor the Pinot 
No Evil and closed their eyes as 
they sipped the bubbly.

The parking lots were filling 
and so was the tent. For free you 
received a complimentary taste 
that told you how good you looked. 
Twenty dollars got you a glass and 
five tickets to taste wine. Scores 
of brands were poured at the tast-
ing bars. Cupcake Vineyard, a top 
seller, was there, along with Big 
House, Cardinal Zin and more 
than much more. Around sundown, 
pretty young women got up as 
cupcakes distributed temporary 
tattoos.

Merlot colored cloths draped 
over tall tables of the right height 
for stand-up tasting. A band called 
Jungle Shack played Reggae 
outside the south side of the tent. 
Tasters danced. One mom bent 
to try a dance with her daughter. 
Outside the tent, two blondes in 
red dresses walked on stilts. They 
danced with one another. A father 
held his kid on his shoulders to be 
photographed with them.

Across the lawn, families with 
kids and dogs picnicked at tables 
under the trees. Frisbees and foot-
balls filled the air. Some little kids 
ran for the sheer joy of running. A 
classic Concannon scene.

The tables outside the tasting 
room were filled. Many women 

were dressed higher than the nines. 
Many men wore a clean T-shirt and 
their favorite cargo shorts. Waiters 
in black brought big black folders 
that told about the food and wine. 
An excellent Pinot Grigio was five 
dollars for three 2-oz tastes. The 
three holes in the board  held an A-
Mano and an Albino Armani from 
Italy and a Big House from Cali-
fornia Central Coast. The card in 
the slot said the Big House Grigio 
had “serious gravitas” (redundant 
but true). The A-Mano was crisp 
with citrus. 

The Grigio from Albino Armani 
suited the Artisan & Farmhouse 
Cheese plate that had cheeses 
that ran from hearty to creamy; 
grapes; fresh-tasting crackers and 
thin breadsticks. The small plates 
are about what we should have for 
lunch and, while not cheap, are a 
good deal considering the atmo-
sphere and the service. Lisa and 
Valentin had mini-cheeseburgers 
and reported that the rolls were 
very fresh and the meat first rate. 
At other tables, visitors had small 
beef sliders, ahi tuna and some-
thing wonderful on flat bread.  

Inside the tent visitors tasted 
wine from the eno eponymous 
Darcie Kent Vineyards, which 
originated in Livermore and now 
includes grapes from the Central 
Coast. And they tasted Fisheye 

from California and Australia; 
Montecillo Spains Tempra Tan-
trum, a cute name for Tempranillo,  
provided in several blends with 
other red wines; Rieslings from 
Germany, France and Washington 
State. It was a world tour.

In the tent a contortionist bent 
over backwards to amaze the visi-
tors. She had a womanly body that 
must have done ballet and yoga. At 
the promise of evening, her hips 
took on some sensuous swaying. 
And there were fire throwers and 
a snake charmer who charmed 
everyone.

Events Coordinator Jennifer 
Franklin said 500 people visited 
the tent and another 300 visited, 
tasted, and ate in the au courant 
tasting room. On the wall behind 
the tasting bar six enomatic argon 
dispensers hold and preserve eight 
bottles of wine at the proper tem-
perature. That’s 48 bottles of wine 
on the wall.

The name Underdog can be seen 
as ironic, since it’s owned by a con-
glomerate. However, the idea is not 
so much these are underdog wines, 
but are largely unknown and un 
(or under) appreciated. The Wine 
Group may have a shrewd and suc-
cessful marketing campaign going. 
For sure they have a dandy tasting 
room with good food, all served in 
spiffy surroundings.

 

  

Men of Worth will be perform-
ing at the Livermore Library on 
Tues., Aug. 24 at 7 p.m.

The performance will be in the 
craft room, 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave. 

Men of Worth, the Celtic/folk 
music duo of James Keigher and 
Donnie Macdonald, have been 
performing music from Ireland 
and Scotland since 1986. Their 
show is a combination of humor, 
exciting tunes, and soulful, heart-
felt ballads. Blending their voices 
in harmony, James and Donnie 
perform on a varied selection of 
instruments. Men of Worth per-
form internationally at concerts 
and festivals, and have recorded 
seven albums.

There is no admission charge 
for this event.

The program is underwritten 
by the Friends of the Livermore 
Library.  For more information call 
925-373-5505.

4th Street Studio invites writ-
ers to read and listeners to listen 
at its monthly Saturday Salon on 
Saturday, August 21 at 7:30 p.m. 
4th Street Studio is located at 
2235 Fourth Street in Livermore. 
Everyone has up to ten minutes to 
read. The public is welcome.

This month’s salon is “A Fine 
Just the Way It Is at Close Range 
Kind of Night” to celebrate the 

American novelist and short story 
writer Annie Proulx (born on Au-
gust 22, 1935). Proulx has twice 
won the O. Henry award for the 
best short story of the year, for 
“Brokeback Mountain” (1998) and 
for “The Mud Below” (1999). She 
once offered this advice to writers: 
“You should write because you 
love the shape of stories and sen-
tences and the creation of different 

words on a page. Writing comes 
from reading, and reading is the 
finest teacher of how to write.”

4th Street Studio’s Saturday 
Salons invites writers of all kinds 
to read by listening, and to present 
their words to others. The Salons 
provide an opportunity for writ-
ers to read their work aloud — so 
they can hear how it sounds, and 
so others can listen to what they 

have written. All literary forms are 
welcome: fiction, literary non-fic-
tion, memoir, poetry, monologues, 
and short dramatic works.

Bring a nosh and something to 
drink to share.

The salons, now in their seventh 
year, are held on the third Saturday 
of each month at 4th Street Studio, 
2235 Fourth Street.

New World Music Academy 
will celebrate its 5th anniversary 
with an open house on Sat., Aug. 
21 from 1 to 4 p.m.

There will be games, food and 
instructor performances. There 
will be an opportunity to learn 

about music lessons by participat-
ing in demo classes.  

The academy has been provid-
ing quality music lessons since 
2005.  The academy has been 
giving back to the community by 
holding food drives and providing 

performances at the Park View 
Assisted Living Center and Eden 
Villa.  

There is also an upcoming per-
formance at the Pleasanton Library 
on September 5 at  2 p.m.  

For additional information about 
the Academy, call 925-462-5400, 
email frontdesk@NewWorldMusic 
A c a d e m y . c o m ,  o r  v i s -
i t  w w w. N e w Wo r l d M u s i c 
Academy.com.

New World Music Academy Plans 5th Anniversary Event

Read and Listen Event at 4th Street Studio in Livermore

Voting Underway 
for Valley 

Humane Society 
Calendar

Men of Worth 
Perform at 
Livermore 

Library
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The sounds of aloha will fill 
the Pleasanton Public Library 
with a Hawaiian Slack Key Guitar 
Concert featuring the Bay Area’s 
own Patrick Landeza.  He will 
perform from 2 to 3 p.m. on Sun., 
Aug. 22.

Musician, songwriter, pro-
ducer, educator, Patrick Landeza 
is considered to be a leading force 
behind Hawaiian slack key guitar, 
or ki ho’ alu.  Born and raised to 
Hawaiian parents in Berkeley, 
Landeza cultivated his craft by 
studying slack key as a teen from 
the masters of the genre. Cur-
rently he has completed his third 
CD to be released in Spring 2010 
entitled Ku u Honua Mele (My 
Music World) which includes all-
star guest appearances by George 
Winston, Cyril Pahinui, Dennis 
and David Kamakahi, Sally Van 
Meter, Bobby Black, Steve Bough-
man and Herb Ohta, Jr.

Currently Patrick balances 

The Pleasanton Art League and 
Pleasanton’s Museum on Main 
present their fourth art exhibit:  
Imagination Expressed 2010.  

The community is invited to  
explored the imaginations of 
Pleasanton’s art community.  

The show will hang from Au-
gust 18 through October 17, 2010.  
The show will feature the work 
of 35 PAL members.  Included 
in the show will be two-dimen-

 Congregation Beth Emek of 
Pleasanton will offer a program 
aimed at helping to demystify the 
Jewish High Holy Days of Rosh 
Hashanah (Jewish New Year) and 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 
at The Lowdown on the Jewish 
High Holy Days, Sunday, August 
29, 8:30am-2:00pm, at 3400 Ne-
vada Court in Pleasanton.

The event will tackle  issues 
such as fasting or forgiveness, 
interfaith worship opportunities 
and many more through a tightly-
packed day of learning, fun, and 
inspiration for all ages.

music and teaches social sciences 
at St. Elizabeth High in Oakland, 
California, organizes students and 
participates in community service 
around the Bay Area, continues 
the family catering business, and 
raises (along with his wife Jenni-
fer) his three young sons. Patrick 
(somehow) finds time to tour the 
country teaching and performing 

ki ho’ alu and continues weekly 
slack key lessons in Berkeley at 
the Freight and Salvage.

This program is free and open 
to the public. No registration is re-
quired. The performance will take 
place in the Pleasanton Library’s 
meeting room, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave.

For more information call Pen-
ny Johnson, 925/931-3405.

 

 

 

sional paintings, photographs and 
tapestries; and three-dimensional 
baskets, ceramics, fused glass, 
jewelry and porcelain. 

The community is invited to 
meet the artists at a reception 
Sunday August 22, 2010, 2 - 4 PM.  
Refreshments will be served.

Artists will demonstrate and 
talk about their particular art form 
at various times throughout the Au-

gust 18th - October 17th exhibit.  
The Museum is open Wednesday 
through Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM, 
and Sunday 1 - 4 PM.  Pleasanton’s 
Museum on Main is located at 603 
Main Street, Pleasanton, CA.

Participating artists include: 
Charlotte Severin, Pat Smith, 
Linda Sailors, Pushpa Dalal, Car-
ole Hilton, Gail Ruvalcaba, Norma 
Webb and Eugenia Zobel.

“Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur are extremely important 
to Jews,” notes Trish Munro, 
Lowdown Committee Chair.  “But 
these holidays create a variety of 
problems because they’re often 
misunderstood by Jews and non-
Jews alike.  It’s hard to fit them into 
a secular school or work calendar, 
we struggle with seeking forgive-
ness, and we don’t know why we 
should fast or sit in services all 
day.”

Congregation Beth Emek wel-
comes the entire Tri-Valley com-
munity to the event, which will 
feature a welcome breakfast, a 
keynote address and workshops 
led by Bay Area Jewish luminar-
ies Rabbi Stuart Kelman and his 
son, Professor Ari Kelman, and 
several break-out sessions focused 
on different facets of the holidays, 

including festive meals and ritual 
art.

Programs for younger children 
and teens are also on tap, along 
with a luncheon featuring discus-
sion tables on diverse topics such 
as interfaith issues, to fast or not to 
fast, talking about God, and engag-
ing your teens spiritually.

The event is free of charge but 
advance registration is strongly 
encouraged.  Lunch may be or-
dered at the time of registration 
or attendees may bring their own 
vegetarian lunch to the event.  

Full information and registra-
tion is available at www.bethemek.
org/lowdown.

Congregation Beth Emek has a 
long-standing commitment to Jew-
ish education. This event builds 
on the Congregation’s tradition of 
service to the community.

Hawaiian Sounds to Fill Pleasanton Library

Patrick Landeza

PAL Presents Imagination Expressed 2010

Paintings include Bar Harbor by Carol Hilton (from 
left), Yosemite Valley by Linda Sailors, and The Valley 
Yosemite by Norma Webb.

Congregation Beth Emek Aims to 
Demystify Jewish High High Days
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The Museum On Main Ed Kinney Lecture Series presents “Ranch-
ers and Dairy Farmers of the Amador-Livermore Valley “ at  7:00 p.m., 
Thursday, August 19, 2010 at Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton. 

A panel of long-time ranchers and dairy farmers, including Al Spor-
torno, Tim Koopman and Bruce Takens will take a look back at the 
history and development of ranching and dairy farming in the Amador-
Livermore Valley from their own personal and family experiences over 
the past century.

Admission is $5 members and seniors, $10 non-members, and $3 
students and teachers with ID. No reservations necessary. Purchase 
tickets at the door. 

For information call the Museum on Main at (925) 462-2766. The 
museum is located at 603 Main Street, Pleasanton.  Hours are Wednesday 
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, 1-4 p.m. Visit www.
museumonmain.org for more information.

Music Day of Discovery Festival features  a day of great music, 
food, wine and sunshine at the Wente Vineyards Estate Winery Labor 
Day Saturday.  Grab a blanket and get ready to take in the beats of lo-
cal Bay Area bands performing on three different stages (in the Barrel 
Room, The Small Lot Winery and on the Tesla Lawn) throughout the 
day while sipping on Estate Grown Wines. One Eskimo will be head-
lining the festival.   

The Music Day of Discovery Festival will be Sat., Sept. 4. Doors 
open at noon. The music starts at 1 p.m. 

Tickets are $29 in advance and $35 at the door. Kids 12 and under 
are admitted free. 

Food, wine and beer will be available for purchase. Parking is free. 
Carpooling is encouraged. For tickets or information, call the Wente 
Vineyards Box Office at 925-456-2424.

The Estate Winery is located at 5565 Tesla Rd., Livermore.
  

by Sharon Potter
A benefit recital was held at 

the First Presbyterian Church in 
Livermore on Wed., Aug. 11.  A tal-
ented quartet of musicians, called 
the Camerata Players, charmed its 
listeners and raised funds through 
donations for the Open Heart 
Kitchen.  ‘Pastor Steve’ gave a 
short, but moving commentary 
about this Tri-Valley effort.  He 
reminded the audience that the 
face of need is changing and now 
includes the former middle class 
who have lost their jobs or homes.  
He thanked the musicians for play-
ing on their behalf.

The Camerata Players program 
was emceed by Deborah Lorenz, 
a very talented pianist who had  
taught her daughter, Anna Lorenz.  
Fifteen-year-old Anna, another 
member of the group, entranced 
the audience on her harp, a custom 
made Lyon and Healy model, yet 
performed with equal ease on the 
piano.  Also in the classical cham-
ber music group was James Mac 
Queen,  whose enchanting notes 
on the violin were mesmerizing, 
and his original composition was 
intriguing.  Bronwyn Hagerty was 
an excellent ‘cellist, either enhanc-
ing the melody or blending in, as 
each piece required.

The anonymous Woodycock was 
written in the 15th or 16th century, 
and Bronwyn Hagerty arranged it 
for this concert. It began with a 
harp solo partly reminiscent of an 
Irish folk tune.  The melody then 
passed to the violin and the ‘cello, 
with the harp accompanying with 
open chords.  The ‘cellist played 
deep tones on her lowest strings 
and then plucked her strings, using 
pizzicato near the end.  One could 
picture a folk dance in an Irish 
meadow to this lovely tune.

Bronwyn Hagerty also arranged 
Come, Gentle Night, a traditional 
English song from the 15th or 16th 
century.  This arrangement began 
with the harp and had a haunting, 
sweet melody  Once again, the 
harpist had arpeggios and the vio-
linist took over the melody.  This 
was a slow, but dramatic piece car-
ried by the violinist and the ‘cellist.  
James Mac Queen had a rich, full 
tone even in the higher registers, 
while the ‘cellist played contrast-
ing low, mellow passages.

Victor Heinisch’s Elegie was 
composed in the 1800’s for an 
instrument called the harmonium, 
a small, portable organ used by 
missionaries.  This performance 
was on the ‘cello, violin, harp and 
piano and was a more somber piece 
with a slightly Slavic sound.  The 
violinist played a wistful melody 
accompanied by the harp.  The 
‘cellist joined in, and the pianist 
had chords which harmonized with 
the other players.  The harpist’s 
arpeggios took in all of the octaves 
on her instrument.  This work 
again reflected the perfect sense 
of rhythm of this quartet and was 
beautifully executed.

Hermann Berens’ Gesellschafts 
Quartett, Opus 72 followed with 
Anna and Deborah Lorenz sharing 
the piano bench, joining the ‘cel-
list and violinist.  It started with a 
melody in the ‘cello, taken up by 
the violin, and then the piano.  This 
dramatic work was at times lively, 
then built to a crescendo with all 
four players.  The violinist dis-
played dazzling trills followed by 
slower passages.  The four hands 
at the piano were played so master-
fully that one could not distinguish 
the players.  As the opus continued 
in a slower, more somber pace, the 
cellist played the darker melody 
with emotion.  Even when the 4 
hands at the piano played fortis-
simo, the cello and violin could be 
clearly heard. 

After intermission, Shostakov-
ich’s Praeludium & Gavotte was 
heard.  Some adaptations were 
made by Deborah Lorenz.  The 
piece started with the harpist us-
ing the technique of raising one’s 
hand after playing the notes. As 
the hand floats upwards several 
inches it looks dramatic and is 
known to increase the volume and 
fullness of the notes played.  The 
piano, violin and cello followed, 
playing the sweet, yet slightly sad 
notes that followed.  Again, it was 
reminiscent of a folk tune.  The 
violin part was especially light 
and upbeat.

Next followed a composition 
by James Mac Queen, A Glimpse 
of the Shore: In Dreamtime. He 
mentioned that he wanted the 
meter to imitate the waves and 
that the piece was meant to be 
reminiscent of the beach.  The 
rolling chords reminded one of 

waves when played on the harp.  
The violin carried the tune and the 
cello displayed harmony which 
sometimes changed to disharmony.  
At times the tune became quite 
dark, perhaps to indicate trouble at 
sea?  It was primarily a wandering 
melody reminding one of a boat 
ride on a windy day.  The dark 
piano passages were followed by 
a disarming silence, and suddenly 
the harp glissandos started.  The 
piece became quite modern in the 
second half.  Towards the end, it 
became melancholy with a slightly 
Asian sound.   This unusual and 
complex piece of music was a treat 
for listeners.

Edouard Destenay’s  Tarantelle, 
Opus 16, was a triumphant and 
flashy ending for the concert  This 
time with four hands on the piano, 
Deborah Lorenz played the upper 
octaves while her daughter, Anna, 
played the lower notes,  Although 
this work has an incredibly fast 
pace, especially for the piano parts, 
the musicians were in near perfect 
rhythm throughout this challeng-
ing piece.  This was especially 
remarkable for Anna who appears 
equally a master of her harp and 
of the piano.

The audience gave the musi-
cians a much-deserved standing 
ovation. The talented group played 
an encore, Ravel’s Habanero, The 
harpist began, but soon the pianist 
joined in.  This time the violinist 
had a lighter part, but at last the cel-
list had some long solo parts. Her 
talent could be fully appreciated 
as she played the notes with great 
expression.  The cellist ‘stole the 
show’ in this encore.

 Overall, the performance was 
both exciting and enchanting.  The 
musicians’ ages surprised me when 
I read the program.  The harpist 
and cellist are high school students, 
and the violinist is just in his sec-
ond year at the Conservatory of 
Music at University of the Pacific.  
Deborah Lorenz’s talent shone 
brightly, both at the piano and 
as a witty yet informative emcee 
for the evening.  “Bravo” for the 
Livermore Camerata Players!

(Sharon Potter is  Nancy 
O’Connell’s daughter, and is a 
pianist and harpist, who played 
her harp in the Livermore/Amador 
Symphony while she was still in 
high school.)

Livermore Camerata Players 
Earn a Standing Ovation

Teens in grades 6-12 are invited to attend the third in a series of career 
workshops, So, You Want to Be in the Peace Corps!  This free event will 
take place Saturday, August 21, 2010, from 1:00pm to 2:30pm in the 
Community Room of the Civic Center Library. 

Corrine Kirkbride, a former math teacher who served in the Republic 
of Vanuatu, will be on hand to share her experiences working with chil-
dren and answer questions about how to serve in the Peace Corps.  

For more information, please visit TEEN SPACE on the library’s 
website: www.livermore.lib.ca.us or contact Sandy at 925-373-5500 
extension 5583.

                                 

Bankhead Theater’s Jazz Series. He comes to the Livermore for one 
performance only on Friday, September 10, 2010 at 8pm.  Tickets 
are $18 to $40 and $12 for students.  Next up in the 2010-11 LVPAC 
Presents season of world-class performances, on Thursday, September 
23rd at 7:30pm, will be Caledon - The “Three Tenors” of Scotland.  
Caledon’s repertoire is drawn from a rich and diverse selection of 
Scottish songs, famous Burns orchestrated poems, classic ballads and 
traditional songs.   

The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street in Downtown 
Livermore. The ticket office is open Tuesday through Saturday from 
12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m.  On performance days the ticket office remains 
open through intermission. To purchase tickets call 925-373-6800 or 
online at www.bankheadtheater.org.

SPENCER
(continued from front page)

Wente to Stage Music 
Day of Discovery Festival

Teens Can Learn about Peace Corps

Ranchers and Dairy Farmers 
Topic of Lecture Series Talk
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by Janet Armantrout
A new book guides wine seek-

ers through the Livermore Valley. 
The guide,  appropriately 

named, “The Wine Seeker’s Guide 
to Livermore Valley,” was written 
by Thomas C. Wilmer. It is the first 
such book to showcase the Liver-
more Valley wine country.

Descendants of two of the 
oldest wineries offer their obser-
vations concerning the past and 
future success of Livermore Val-
ley wine country. Phil Wente, in 
the forward, notes, “The natural 
phenomena of this area inspired 
visionary pioneers to confidently 
plant classic grape varieties - and 
they quickly earned the first three 
major international awards for 
California wine in the World Expo-
sitions of 1889, 1915 and 1937.”

He points out that the area con-
tains . . .operations with more than 
125 years of winegrowing history 
to the passion and energy of newly 
founded ventures, more than fifty 
wineries . . .  I invite you to visit, 
taste, dine and stay.”

Jim Concannon says, “The 
Livermore Valley wine community 
has achieved a well-deserved repu-
tation for production world-class 
wine. It has earned recognition for 
its years of social responsibility 
and great commitment to programs 
and stewardship of the land. . . . 
Thus, our shared desire to preserve 
the Livermore Valley’s winemak-
ing heritage will assure the produc-
tion and rich and flavorful wines 
for generations to come.”

In his introduction, Wilmer 
describes the Livermore Valley 
as the unsung historical incubator 
of California’s wine industry. He 
tells readers they will find not only 
information about the winemakers, 
growers and winery owners, but 
“stories and passions of the people 
who are the lifeblood of the Liver-
more Valley wine industry.”

There is a history of the area, 
complete with historic photos of 
former wineries, including the 
original Ruby Hill.

Each of the wineries showcased 
in the book has an individual story 
to tell. There are photos, wine lists, 
and hours of operation. 

The author talks about some of 
the experiences one might enjoy 

in Livermore Valley wine country, 
including the fact that many of 
the wineries are family operated. 
For example, he says of McGrail 
Vineyard, “When it comes right 
down to it, the McGrail Vineyard 
experience is as much about fam-
ily and friends as it is about wines 
and vines. In fact, throughout the 
Livermore Valley you will regu-
larly meet husbands and wines, 
and often their children and grand-
children too, who are all intimately 
involved in the wine industry. This 
familial dynamic is a very endear-
ing motif - and it’s especially radi-
ant at McGrail.”

He also notes that many of the 
boutique winery owners have other 
jobs. One such is Phil Long of 
Longevity Wines, who has a day 
job as a creative director for a large 
design/marketing firm.

One fun thing to read, and of-
fering hints about what one might 
find, are the mottos of each of the 
wineries. For example Bent Creek 
Wines declares, “Good times start 
at the end of the road.” Cedar 
Mountain Winery states, “Artistry 
typifies the Valley’s only certified 
green winery.” Cuda Ridge Wines 
offers, “Bordeaux-style wines with 
a twist.”

The Steven Kent Winery states 

the winery produces, “Wines for 
those who know.” Thomas Coyne 
Winery describes itself as having 
“Elegant wine in a rustic setting.” 
“It’s all good at Wood,” declares 
Wood Family Vineyards’ motto.

In writing about each winery, 
Wilmer includes descriptions of 
his impressions. For example, Les 
Chenes “is about the closest thing 
to pastoral France that you’ll find 
in Livermore Valley. The setting of 
Les Chenes is intoxicating, time-
less vistas of rolling hills and fields 
of grape vines, will make you feel 
as if you’ve stepped into a beauti-
ful oil painting set in the French 
countryside.”

The guide isn’t just about wine. 
It includes opportunities to enjoy 

Author Thomas C. Wilmer signed copies of his new book, The Wine 
Seeker’s Guide to Livermore Valley, during the recent Taste of 
Terroir.  The book is available now in winery tasting rooms across 
the valley and will be on Amazon.com in September. 

other attractions to create a well 
rounded experience. A “things to 
do and see section” offers ideas for 
shopping, hiking, eating, places to 
stay and local events to attend.

The book is worth reading, even 
if you don’t visit wine country in 
person, simply because the words 
and photo take the reader there 
through imagination. 

However, those same words 
and photos, are an invitation to 
visit reality itself. After reading 
the book, it is something readers 
will want to do..

The book is published by White 
Cloud Press. Retail price is $18.95. 
It is available at winery tasting 
rooms now and will be on Ama-
zon/com in early September.

New Livermore Valley Wine Guide Filled with Variety 
of Entertaining and Useful Information
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“The Great Catsby Casino 
Night,” a gala evening under 
the stars, will be held Saturday, 
September 11 to benefit Valley 
Humane Society. The 6 p.m. 
event will take place at the home 
of Becky and Murray Dennis, 838 
Gray Fox Circle, Pleasanton.

Tickets are $65 and include a 
catered buffet dinner, two drink 
tickets, valet parking and gambling 
chips for the casino games. Prohi-
bition era-cocktails and Livermore 
Valley wines will be served. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to dress in 

1920s-themed cocktail attire. 
Toucan Jam, a local pop/rock 

duo, will provide music for danc-
ing. A silent auction will offer a 
wide variety of valuable items, 
from gourmet dinners and vacation 
accommodations to “pampered 
pet” packages.

The Great Catsby will also fea-
ture the Tri-Valley Texas Hold ‘Em 
Poker Tournament, with a separate 
buy-in required. World Poker Tour 
rules and standards apply. Prizes 
will be awarded to the final five 
players. Tickets for the event that 
include the poker tournament buy-
in are $100.

Non-refundable tickets can 

be purchased online (Visa and 
MasterCard accepted) at www.
valleyhumane.org, or at Valley 
Humane Society, 3670 Nevada 
Street, Pleasanton. All participants 
must be 21 years or older. 

For information, call Valley 
Humane Society at (925) 426-
8656.  For details about the poker 
tournament, call Phil Vermont at 
(925) 460-3700. 

Valley Humane Society is a 
nonprofit animal welfare organi-
zation advocating responsible pet 
ownership.  For more information, 
visit www.valleyhumane.org or 
call (925) 426-8656.

 

Great Catsby 
Casino Night 

Benefits Valley 
Humane Society

Charli Hyden and Karen Lee dressed in 1920s attire for last year's festive evening.

In the top photo, guests tried their luck at casino games last year's 
'Great Catsby' fund-raising. One of the games was roulette (bottom 
photo).
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS textural scenes in a representational 
style. The show will include a variety 
of European cityscapes, water themes 
and some semi-abstract florals. 

The Bankhead Theater, "Images of 
the American West" by Livermore 
photographers Walter Davies and 
William Hackett. the prints are 
in color, black-and-white, silver, 
sepia and platinum/palladium. The 
complementary styles of the two 
photographers reflect upon their 
common love of the American West. 
The exposition will continue until 
August 31. Most artworks are for 
sale. The event will be open during 
the Bankhead Theater's regularly 
scheduled events. The Bankhead 
Theater is located at 2400 1st Street, 
Livermore.

Deer Ridge Vineyards & Art Gallery 
Celebrates its 3rd Anniversary during 
this year’s Harvest Wine Celebration 
Weekend and Features New Art 
Exhibition honoring vineyard land-
scapes with “Wine Country Views.” 
Paintings are by artists, Margery Am-
mon and Nova Starling. The exhibit  
will be on view Aug. 7 to Oct. 1. 
Reception for artists with live en-
tertainment Sat., Sept. 18, 2 to 4 
p.m. Free. Open to the public. Deer 
Ridge Vineyards, 1828 Wetmore  
Rd., Livermore. 1-866-561-0838. 
www.DeerRidgeVineyards.com

Artist's Choice is the theme of the 
August art exhibit at the Livermore 
Civic Library. Thirty-one artists from 
the Livermore Art Association have 
gathered together a diverse collection 
of their favorite works. They will 
be on display from August 1-31. All 
media will be represented, from wa-
tercolor, oil, acrylic, pastel to photog-
raphy. Artist's Choice is showing at 
the Livermore Main Library Artist’s 
Gallery at 1188 S. Livermore Ave. 
during normal operating hours. 

Pleasanton Art League, inaugural 
show at Firehouse Arts Center will 
feature work by local artists, Sept. 
17-Oct. 2. 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton.

Art in Carnegie Park, Sept. 18, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Livermore Art As-
sociation. Work by local artists on 
display and for purchase. Music, art 
demonstrations, etc. Free admission. 
2155 Third St., Livermore.  

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Karen Frey Watercolor Workshop, 

Oct. 20-22, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, Pleasanton. Presented 
in conjunction with the National 
Watercolor Society exhibit. Deposit 
of $100 due by July 1. The fee for this 
workshop is $295. Space is limited 
to 16 people. Phone 925-449-4226 or 
e-mail lsbeach@comcast.net.

Alexander’s Fine Art Gallery, series 
of summer and fall art workshops. In-
struction will be in acrylic, oil, pastel 
and watercolor. Classes will be held 
at the 608 Main Street. Visit www.
alexandersfineart.com for complete 
workshop information, or call Rosa-
linda Herrera at (925) 846-6015.

Introductory painting classes, Grum-
bacher instructor Sally Haig offering 
acrylic workshops at Michaels Arts 
and Crafts in Dublin. Each workshop 
is two hours, during which time 
students will complete a painting. 
Designed for the new artist trying 
painting or for the veteran looking to 
brush up on skills. Fee. To enroll in 
a class, stop by Michaels. Currently 
scheduled class is Sat., Aug. 28, 
introduction to landscape.

Art Critique and Coffee, every Friday, 
10 a.m. at Border's Cafe, Rose Pavil-
ion, Pleasanton. For information go 
to poetryoncanbas@mac.com.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Wente Wednesdays, Every Wednes-

day 5pm - 8pm relax with friends and 
family on the newly renovated Estate 
winery grounds. Every Wednesday 
evening through September, enjoy 
live music with a glass of your fa-
vorite Wente Vineyards wine.  Light 
snacks available for purchase, or 
bring your own picnic. Estate Win-
ery Tasting Room, 5565 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore, Tickets and information 
available at  925.456.2305, or go to 
www.wentevineyards.com

Lavish Laines Winery, Barrel Tasting, 
Aug 21 and 22, 2008 and 2009 Zin-
fandel with light appetizers. Private 
tasting. 2008 and 2009 Zinfandel 
with light appetizers. Tasting room 
at The Good Brewer, 2960 Pacific 
Ave, Livermore. Hours: 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

Occasio Society wine club member’s 
release party, Fri., Aug. 20, 6 to 8 
p.m. Wine club members are invited 
to sample and receive the new release 
– our award winning ’09 Sauvignon 
Blanc and our much anticipated ’08 
Reserve Zinfandel – finally ready to 
make its debut! Enjoy some lovely 
appetizers and mingle with fellow 
members as John pours! As always, 
wine club members receive their 
releases one week prior to the general 
release, and have the opportunity 
to purchase more of these small lot 
wines at that time. www.occasiow-
inery.com. 2245 South Vasco Road, 
Livermore, (925) 371-1987.

Thomas Coyne Winery, summer open 
house on August 21, 22, noon to 5 
p.m. at the historical tasting room 
at 51 E. Vallecitos Road Livermore. 
Six new wines will be released. A 
selection of fine fruits and cheeses 
will be served. New Releases: 2008 
Grenache, Lodi; 2009 Pinot Blanc, 
Livermore; 2007 Contra Costa 
Mourvédre; 2008 Vignesauvage,; 
2009 Zinfandel, Lodi; 2008 Quest, 
CA. Bring a picnic. Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard 
- active military who present valid 
ID can get a deep discount. For more 
information call (925) 373-6541 
http://thomascoynewinery.com.

Murrieta's Well, La Luna,  Spanish 
inspired tapas and Murrieta's Well 
wines served on the terrace under 
the full moon, accompanied by live 
music.  Friday, August 20, 2010  6:00 
to 9:00 pm. Guests $55 per person, 
Silver Spur Club Members $45 per 

person. 925-456-2390. Vineyard Tour 
and Tasting, Saturday, August 21, 
2010, noon and 1 p.m. tours. Guests 
$25, Silver Spur Members $20. 
Educational and fun journey through 
the vineyards at Murrieta's Well and 
sample some exclusive wines along 
the way. 925-456-2390. 

Occasio Winery One Year Anni-
versary Celebration! Aug. 28 and 
29, noon to 5 p.m. Celebrating a 
wonderful year of gold medals, sold 
out wines and our Occasio Society 
wine club members. Release or new 
wines – award winning ’09 Sauvi-
gnon Blanc and the anticipated ’08 
Reserve Zinfandel. Great food and 
live music. Saturday 1:30 – 5:00, 
bluegrass band Old Tunnel Road. On 
Sunday, 1:30 – 5:00 gypsy jazz band 
Gaucho. www.occasiowinery.com. 
2245 South Vasco Road, Livermore, 
(925) 371-1987 

BYOM (bring your own meal) and 
Bluegrass Music, Cedar Mountain 
Winery, Sat., Aug. 28, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Music by the "Cowboy Bill" and 
a "BYOM" (bring your own meal) 
BBQ. Grill with hot coals supplied. 
Just bring your food to grill, side 
dishes, plates, and utensils. (maybe 
a picnic blanket) Wine by the glass/
bottle and beverages will be available 
for purchase. $5/person. 7000 Tesla 
Road, Livermore. www.cedarmoun-
tainwinery.com.

29th Annual Harvest Wine Celebra-
tion - Labor Day Weekend (Sunday 
& Monday), Sept. 5 and 6. Noon to 
4 p.m.  Tickets and information at 
www.lvwine.org. Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association.

Nottingham Cellars, 2245C South 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. End of sum-
mer art and wine meltdown, Sept. 18 
and 19, noon to 5 p.m. Featuring local 
artists, musicians and restaurants. In-
formation available at 925.294.8647, 
nottinghamcellars.com.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
2010 Concert at Wente Vineyards, 

Huey Lewis and the News,  Aug. 
19; ZZ Top, Aug. 25; Earth, Wind 
and Fire, Aug. 30. Ticketmaster.
com or by calling the Wente Vine-
yards Box Office at 925.456.2424. 
Wente Vineyards, 5050 Arroyo Rd., 
Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at 
The Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center 
of Sunol) the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
each month 7:30-9:30 pm. The band 
features real Jazz from the 1920's, 
30's, 40's... Celebrate the band's One 
Year Anniversary in Sunol.

Faculty Recital, Las Positas College 
Performing Arts Center, 8 p.m. Sept. 
3. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
Performing Arts Events Line at 
925.424.1100 or go to www.lasposi-
tascollege.edu/performingarts

2010 Concert at Wente Vineyards,  
Willie Nelson, Sept. 13; Don Henley, 
Sept. 20; Harry Connick, Jr., Sept. 
21. Ticketmaster.com or by calling 
the Wente Vineyards Box Office 
at 925.456.2424. Wente Vineyards, 
5050 Arroyo Rd., Livermore.

Guitar Player Live Superstars, 
Ronnie Montrose and Gary Hoey 
(pictured above) perform Fri., Sept. 
17, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. In 1993 Gary 
Hoey launched his career with the 
hit song “Hocus Pocus” and his 
fiery technique helped to send it to 
the Top 5 on Billboard’s charts. He 
then followed up with the soundtrack 
to the surf saga, Endless Summer 
II.  Ronnie Montrose and Sammy 
Hagar formed their band Montrose 
in 1973. Montrose pioneered and 
influenced an entire generation of 
West Coast Rock and Roll by firing 
out big guitar riffs, the classics Rock 
Candy, Bad Motor Scooter, Rock the 
Nation and Space Station #5, and 
soulful dynamic vocals with extreme 
“attitude!”  Performance will con-
tain strong adult language, parental 
discretion is advised. $27/$38/$49 
or $12 students, Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center, Tickets go 
to www.livermoreperformingarts.
com or 373-6800.

 Concerts on the Green, Summer 
Series, Tuesdays through Sept. 24. 
Music 5 to 8 p.m. at the Livermore 
Valley Plaza in front of the Bank-
head Theater. Hummingbirdz, high 
octane blues. No admission charge. 
Each week, two Livermore winer-
ies featured; also beer selected by 
downtown bartenders. Non-alcoholic 
beverages will be available. Restau-
rants will offer food for purchase. The 
Livermore Downtown Inc. website 
lists the restaurants, wine shops and 
tasting rooms at www.livermore-
downtown.com.

Blacksmith Square Saturday Con-
certs, Thomas Coyne Winery, John 
Christopher Cellars, Swirl Tapas Bar 
and Victorian Olive Oil present live 
music in the Square, 3 to 6 p.m. Wine 
tasting (fee waived with purchase), 
food at menu prices. No outside food 
or adult beverages. Corner of South 
Livermore Ave. and Railroad Ave. 
downtown Livermore. 

Spencer Day, singer, songwriter, Fri., 
Sept. 10, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800

Annual Piano Recital, Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 2010, 7:30 PM at Asbury 
United Methodist Church, 4743 East 
Avenue, Livermore. Annual recital 
co-sponsored by the Alameda County 
East Branch of the Music Teach-

Call to artists, The 9th Annual ArtWalk 
Livermore, set for October 9, 2010, 
is a cross between an art tour and a 
festival that draws thousands to the 
downtown to explore art exhibits 
and displays, and enjoy a full day 
of excellent music. The ArtWalk 
Livermore benefits the Bothwell 
Arts Center, which provides afford-
able space to those in the performing 
and visual arts. Project of Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 
along with the Bankhead Theater in 
downtown Livermore.  See www.art-
walklivermore.org. For info, contact 
artwalkartists@hotmail.com.

Call for artists, Fine Art Exhibition 
October 22 & 23 in the Center Court 
at the Stoneridge Mall in Pleasanton. 
Presented by Poetry On Canvas, 
sought are a handful of Unique Art-
ists in Painting, Sculpting and Glass 
Work. Submit a sample of your work 
to PoetryOnCanvas@mac.com.

Livermore Art Association Gallery, 
located in Carnegie Park, offers 
art classes, unusual gifts, painting 
rentals, art exhibits and information 
pertaining to the art field, 2155 Third 
St., Livermore. The gallery has been 
open since 1974 and is run as a co-op 
by local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 
11:30-4 p.m. For information call 
449-9927.

The Contra Costa JCC exhibits 
featuring work by Michael Yashar, a 
collection of Ketubot, and Traditions: 
From Generation to Generation, an 
eclectic collection of Judaica from 
the local community. Contra Costa 
JCC’s Friedkin Art Gallery, Gallery 
925, and Tice Valley Gallery through 
September 17, 2010. Gallery hours 
are Monday through Thursday, 9:00 
am to 8:00 p.m and Fridays, 9:00 am 
to 3:00 p.m. The public is invited to 
enjoy the exhibits. Admission is free. 
The Contra Costa JCC is located at 
2071 Tice Valley Blvd. in Walnut 
Creek.

Jewelry and ceramic art of Rhonda 
Chase displayed during the month of 
August.  Livermore Art Association 
(LAA) Gallery is open 11:30-4:00 
Wed-Sun, and is located in the his-
toric Carnegie Building at 2155 3rd 
St. Livermore. For more info call the 
Gallery at 925-449-9927.

Karen Fleschler featured artist for the 
month of August at Wente Vineyards 
Estate Winery, 5565 Tesla Road in 
Livermore. She is a watercolor art-
ist who enjoys painting colorful and 
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ers’ Association of California and 
Asbury. MTAC Young Artist Guild 
member David Wu will perform 
music of Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt 
and Prokofiev. No charge for admis-
sion; refreshments served. Further 
information: (925) 443-2514.

Caledon, Three Tenors of Scotland, 
7 p.m. Thurs., Sept. 18, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org 
or 925-373-6800.

Earl Klugh – Guitarist – The Spice 
of Life, Friday, Sept. 24, 8 p.m., 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org (website active Sept. 3).

Mose Allison – Composer/musician, 
Saturday, Sept. 25, 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org 
(website active Sept. 3).

Deolinda, Fado music (Portuguese folk 
song). Sat., Sept. 25, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org 
or 925-373-6800.

Evelyne Brancart, Chopin Piano 
Concert with Evelyne Brancart, 
Sun., Sept. 26, 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org 
(website active Sept. 3).

Award-winning Classical Guitarist 
Peter Fletcher will be performing 
a diverse program of music from 
four centuries on Sun., Oct. 17 at 
the Livermore Library, 1188 So. 
Livermore Avenue, 2 p.m. This 
concert will feature selections from 
Fletcher’s 2008 CD release on Tower 
Hill Records:   Music of the Baroque.   
Other repertoire will include  Jesu, 
Joy of Man’s Desiring from Cantata 
No. 147 as well as  the Chaconne 
in D minor by J. S. Bach;  Usher-
Waltz, an unusual and intense piece 
by Russian guitarist and composer 
Nikita Koshkin; two works from 
Maurice Ravel’s exquisite Mother 
Goose Suite, and music of Weiss, 
Albeniz, Villa-Lobos Ponce, Reus-
ner, and Grieg. Free and open to the 
public.  Information at 373.5500 
or http://www.livermore.lib.ca.us/ 
The program will culminate with 
Koyunbaba.

ON THE STAGE
Gilbert & Sullivan's The Pirates of 

Penzance presented by Lamplighters 
Music Theatre Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore (tickets: 
925-373-6800 or bankheadtheater.
org). Performances Aug. 27, 8 p.m.; 

Aug. 28, 2 and 8 p.m. and Aug. 29, 
2 p.m. Wacky, irreverent, and as 
entertaining today as it was when 
it first opened in 1879, Gilbert & 
Sullivan’s The Pirates Of Penzance 
follows the story of an orphan boy 
who was mistakenly apprenticed to 
a pirate instead of a pilot. A hilarious 
farce featuring sentimental pirates, 
bumbling policemen, dewy-eyed 
daughters, and an eccentric Major 
General, and peppered with unforget-
table melodies and tongue-twisting 
songs such as I Am the Very Model 
of a Modern Major General and 
Poor Wandering One, Pirates is 
one of the most popular operettas 
ever written.

Eugene O'Neill Festival, September 
10-26. The theme of the Festival is 
"Expressionism" and will feature a 
professional, fully staged production 
of "The Hairy Ape.” www.euge-
neoneill.org. Presented by Eugene 
O’Neill Foundation, Tao House.

Leading Ladies, Douglass Morrisson 
Theatre, Sept. 23-27,  Tickets are $24 
for adults, $22 for seniors, and $15 
for students, and available  at www.
dmtonline.org or by phone at (510) 
881-6777. Evening performances 
at  8:00pm and Sunday matinees 
at 2:00pm. Parental guidance sug-
gested. The Morrisson Theatre is 
located at 22311 North Third Street 
in Hayward.

My Way, musical tribute to Frank 
Sinatra. Sept. 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 
26, Oct. 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10. Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre Studio Theatre,  
1048 Serpentine Lane, Suite 309, 
Pleasanton. Call 462-2121 or go to 
www.trivalleyrep.com.

Senior Players present: “The Board-
inghouse”  Welcome to the Home 
Sweet Home Boardinghouse, where 
life is anything but normal.  Miss 
Harriet runs a clean, cozy home oc-
cupied by a zany cast of boarders.  It’s 
a comedy full of colorful characters 
and villains, and will have you laugh-
ing from beginning to end!  Friday, 
October 1st 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., Saturday, 
October 2nd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m., Sunday, 
October 3rd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Advanced 
reservations $9R/$10NR at the door 
$10R/$11NR.  Performances held at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center.  For 
more information call 931-5365.

COMEDY
Comedy Uncorked, summer series 

hosted by Retzlaff Vineyards, ben-
efitting the Open Heart Kitchen. 
Performances are August 21 and 
Sept. 18. Shows begin at 7:30 p.m., 
doors open at 6 p.m. Complete 
show details and tickets are at www.
comedyuncorked.com. Performers 
include Joe Klocek, Michael Meehan, 
Norm Goldblatt, Sandy Stec, Johnny 
Steele, Will Durst, Debi Durst, 
Michael Bossier, Lynn Ruth Miller, 
Tim Babb, Will Franken, Anthony 
Hill, Fred Anderson, Aundre the 
Wonderwoman. Retzlaff Vineyards 
is located at 1356 South Livermore 
Avenue in Livermore. Tickets at 
www.comedyuncorked.com.

kross@laspositascollege.edu.
Auditions for Opera Chorus, The 

Livermore Valley Opera will hold 
auditions for their opera chorus 
for their upcoming performance of 
Mozart’s “Don Giovanni.” Details 
are as follows: 7 p.m. Monday, 
August 24, 2010 at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th Street, (corner 
of H and 8th), Livermore. LVO is 
seeking singers with sight-reading 
ability, and in particular, tenors and 
basses. Prior opera chorus experience 
is not required.  Prospective singers 
should come prepared to sing a song 
of their choosing and bring a copy 
of the music for the accompanist.  
Alex Katsman, Music Director and 
Conductor, will audition the singers. 
Chorus rehearsals begin Monday, 
August 31, 2010, 7:30 pm – 10pm 
at the Bothwell Arts Center.  Singers 
interested in auditioning should con-
tact Pat Goard, Chorus Coordinator, 
via email at goardp@att.net.

Auditions for Young People’s Sym-
phony Orchestra, August 24, 26, 
and September 1 from 4:00-9:00 
p.m. By appointment only. Crowden 
Music Center. Information at www.
ypsomusic.net, ypsomusic@yahoo.
com, or 510-849-YPSO (9776).

MOVIES
Movies in the Park, Pleasanton, 

Thursdays, July 22-August 26. Mov-

ies begin at dusk. Free. Schedule: 
August 19: Star Trek; and August 26: 
The Princess and the Frog. All films 
will be shown at dusk at Amador 
Valley Community Park, located at 
4301 Black Avenue, on a giant screen 
that measures 26 feet. The 23-acre 
park is centrally located and features 
picnic/barbeque facilities, two play 
structures, plenty of open space and 
ample parking. Information www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Outdoor Movie Night: 7:30 p.m. The 
Blind Side, Friday, August 27. Emer-
ald Glen Park, 4201 Central Parkway, 
Dublin. (925) 556-4500.

Outdoor movies, East Bay Regional 
Park District will screen outdoor 
movies in various parks. Admission 
is free. Movies begin shortly after 
sunset. Be sure to bring a flashlight, 
clothes to stay warm, snacks, and 
a blanket or chair for sitting. Each 
location offers a unique experience. 
Parking fees do apply. No pets. Rain 
cancels.  August 21, Contra Loma, 
1200 Frederickson Lane, Antioch: 
"Up." August 28: Shadow Cliffs, 
2500 Stanley Boulevard, Pleasan-
ton: "Alice in Wonderland." For 
additional information go to www.
ebparks.org

OPERA
Ohlone College Summerfest 2010 

Opera and the Silver Screen screen-

DANCE
The Nutcracker, Livermore Ballet 

School performs the classic ballet 
each year. Those who would like to 
participate are invited to join the next 
session of training starting on Sept. 7. 
Costumes are provided. Admission is 
free; $20 program fee. To register by 
phone, call 373-5700; or go on line 
LARPD at www.larpd.dst. For more 
information, see the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District fall 2010 
brochure of classes.

Saturday Night Dance Parties, 
themed parties each Saturday night 
from Salsa to Swing, includes an 
optional group dance lesson at 7:15. 
$15 cover charge, 7:15 dance lesson, 
8:00-10:30 for dance parties. It's All 
About Dancing, 171 So. Livermore 
Avenue, 925-449-9292, or studio@
itsallaboutdancing.com.

 
AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Cantabella Fall 2010 Registration, 

Cantabella Children’s Chorus has 
been teaching fine vocal production 
and music literacy through great cho-
ral works to children in grades K-12 
since 1992. Cantabella staff are now 
preparing for the Fall 2010 season 
and extend an invitation to children 
who would like to join the Chorus. 
A new rehearsal venue in Dublin at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church has 
been added to the existing Livermore 
and Pleasanton sites. New singers are 
invited to email Director Bee Chow, 
director@cantabella.org or call (925) 
292-2663 for information about 
placement in the training choirs or to 
arrange an audition for the perform-
ing choirs. Classes resume 8/31, 9/1 
and 9/2. Please visit www.cantabella.
org for more information.

Auditions for William Shakespeare's 
Much Ado About Nothing at Las 
Positas College. August 23 and 24 
from 7-9:30 PM in the LPC Center 
for the Arts. Performances will be 
November 11-21. Rehearsals are 
Monday through Thursday from 
7-10 PM beginning August 30. For 
the auditions, bring a short prepared 
monologue, preferably Shakespear-
ean. Ken Ross will be producer/di-
rector. For more information, email Caledon, 3 Tenors of Scotland

Earl Klugh – Guitarist
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ing Samson and Delilah by Camille 
Saint-Saëns, Sat., Aug. 21, 2 p.m. 
Smith Center at Ohlone College, 
43600 Mission Boulevard, Fremont. 
Sung in the original French with 
English subtitles. Tickets are $10. 
Available online or at the box office 
/www.smithcenter.com, Box Office: 
510.659.6031 (call for hours)

Opera San José launches its 27th 
Anniversary Season with the West 
Coast premiere of Anna Karenina, 
an American opera by composer 
David Carlson with libretto by the late 
Colin Graham. Eight performances 
are scheduled from September 11 
through 26 at the California Theatre, 
345 South First Street in downtown 
San José. Opera San José will pres-
ent Anna Karenina with a new scene 
added by the composer following 
the opera’s 2007 world premiere at 
Florida Grand Opera. Tickets are on 
sale at the Opera San José Box Office, 
by phone at (408) 437-4450 or online 
at www.operasj.org. Anna Karenina 
is sponsored by a grant from the Carol 
Franc Buck Foundation and is made 
possible, in part, by a Cultural Affairs 
Grant from the City of San José.

 Opera Live at the Library, Sun., 
Sept. 19, 2 p.m. in the craft room, 
1188 So. Livermore Ave. Meet and 
hear stars from the Livermore Val-
ley Opera's production of Mozart's 
Don Giovanni. Generously  by the 
Friends of the Livermore Library. 
Admission is free. For more informa-
tion call 925-373-5505.

MISCELLANEOUS
Casino Night to Benefit Alzheimer's 

Association.  Heritage Estates is 
hosting a Casino Night to benefit 
the Alzheimer's Association which 
will be held on Friday, August 27, 
7pm-9:30pm. All proceeds will 
be donated to the Alzheimer's As-
sociation.  We are requesting a $20 
suggested donation.  There will be 
a raffle grand prize valued at $750, 
50/50 raffle and lots of other prizes.  
This event is sponsored by Campo 
di Bocce, Heritage Estates, Hope 
Hospice, Madeline Walker, Realtor 
and Pleasanton Nursing & Rehab.  
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore.  
RSVP: (925) 373-3636. 

  Danville Art & Wine Stroll, August 
19, from 6pm-9pm.  Wood Family 
Vineyards will be located at the G.R. 
Doodlebug in the Livery. Enjoy an 
evening of art and libations at Dan-
ville's Art & Wine Stroll. Local art-
ists will showcase their works while 
wineries pour their best vintages-all 
against the backdrop of music and 
merriment. $25 ticket includes a com-
memorative glass, wine tasting, food, 
entertainment, and shuttle service 
between the event's two locations, 
Downtown Danville and the Livery.  
To learn more and to purchase tickets, 
contact the Discover Danville As-
sociation at (925) 339-8330 or visit 
www.discoverdanvilleca.com.

The Alameda Creek Watershed 2010 
Photo Contest is taking entries. 
The contest is sponsored by the  

Alameda Creek Watershed Council. 
Visit the website www.acrcd.org/Wa-
tershedCouncil.aspx for more details 
and to view the complete rules and 
regulations, or contact Amy Evans 
at 925-371-0154 x112. Deadline for 
submission: September 15, 2010.

Lake Del Valle scenic boat tour, Del 
Valle Regional Park, 7000 Del Valle 
Rd., Livermore. 1-2:30 pm, every Sat 
& Sun in August. Boat tour to the 
dam. During the presentation learn 
about the lake, the wildlife, the his-
tory, and the many activities available 
here. Bring a jacket, sunscreen and 
binoculars if you have them. Purchase 
tickets at the east-side concession 
beginning at 6:00 am; age 13 and 
up/$5; age 1-12 and Seniors/$3; 
under 1 year/free if in parent's arms. 
All children under 13 (including in-
fants) and all non-swimming adults 
will be required to wear a provided 
flotation device. Programs may be 
cancelled if there are five or fewer 
participants.

Celebrate Livermore Valley Wine 
with author Thomas Wilmer, Sat., 
Aug. 28, 6 p.m. at Towne Center 
Books, 555 Main St., Pleasanton; 
taste wine from Little Valley Winery 
and goodies. First exclusive guide 
to this little-known wine region, 
introducing adventurous wine lov-
ers to more than forty wineries, the 
owners and winemakers, and their 
superb wines. This book provides 
directions, operating hours, and 
contact information for each winery, 
a map of the region, recommenda-
tions for where to stay, and a detailed 
restaurant guide. Reservations will be 
very helpful 925-846-8826 or email 
orders@townecenterbooks.com.   

38th annual Competition for Young 
Musicians, Livermore-Amador 
Symphony Association competi-
tion is open to instrumentalists and 
vocalists who reside or attend school 
in Livermore, Sunol, Pleasanton, 
Dublin, or San Ramon. Students 
are eligible through grade 12. If not 
enrolled in high school, the maximum 
age is 17. All instruments will be con-
sidered. The purpose is to select two 
young musicians who will perform as 
soloists with the symphony on Feb. 
12, 2011. Each winner/soloist will be 
awarded $250. The application dead-
line is Sun., Oct. 3, 2010. Completed 
applications must be accompanied 
by an $8 application fee and a CD or 
cassette tape for preliminary screen-
ing. Additional information may be 
obtained by calling the competition 
chairperson at 447-1947.

Ranchers of the Amador-Livermore 
Valley, Aug. 19, A panel of local 
ranchers discuss the history and 
practices of ranching in the Amador-
Livermore Valley. An event in the Ed 
Kinney Lecture Series sponsored by 
the Museum on Main. At 7:00 p.m. 
at the Lynnewood Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. 
Museum members: $5, others: $10. 
Information: 925-462-2766 or www.
museumonmain.org.

Occasio Winery One Year Anni-

versary Celebration! Aug. 28 and 
29, noon to 5 p.m. Celebrating a 
wonderful year of gold medals, sold 
out wines and our fantastic Occasio 
Society wine club members. Release 
or new wines – award winning ’09 
Sauvignon Blanc and the anticipated 
’08 Reserve Zinfandel. Great food 
and live music. Saturday 1:30 – 5:00, 
bluegrass band Old Tunnel Road. On 
Sunday, 1:30 – 5:00 gypsy jazz band 
Gaucho. www.occasiowinery.com. 
2245 South Vasco Road, Livermore, 
(925) 371-1987

Day in the Park, Sun., Aug. 29, fund-
raiser for the Taylor Family Founda-
tion and Camp Arroyo. Gift center, 
live auction, wine tasting, celebrity 
guests, gourmet foods tasting, music 
and camp tour. $175 for individual 
tickets or $2000 for table of ten 
guests. 455-5118 or www.ttff.org

1st Wednesday Party, Sept. 1, 6 to 9 
p.m. “Celebrate Pleasanton” theme. 
Downtown Pleasanton. Featured 
band Finding Stella. Pleasanton 
Downtown Association hosting. 
484-2199. events@pleasantondown-
town.net

Blackhawk Bargain Basement 
Sale, a white elephant-style event, 
Blackhawk Museum and Wheelchair 
Foundation, lower floor of the Mu-
seum. Preview  Fri., Sept. 10, 6 to 8 
p.m. Admission of $20 includes wine 
tasting and appetizers. Sale Sat., Sept. 
11 and Sun., Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Admission is free. The Black-
hawk Museum is at 3700 Blackhawk 
Plaza Circle, Danville. For addition 
information, call  925-736-2277 or 
go to  www.blackhawkbargainbase-
ment.org.

The Great Catsby Casino Night, 
Saturday, September 11 to benefit 
Valley Humane Society. The 6 p.m. 
event will take place at the home of 
Becky and Murray Dennis, 838 Gray 
Fox Circle, Pleasanton. Tickets are 
$65 and include a catered buffet din-
ner, two drink tickets, valet parking 
and gambling chips for the casino 
games. Prohibition era-cocktails 
and Livermore Valley wines will be 
served. Participants are encouraged 
to dress in 1920s-themed cocktail 
attire. Toucan Jam provides music 
for dancing; silent auction. Texas 
Hold 'Em Poker Tournament with 
separate buy-in. Tickets for the event 
that include the poker tournament 
buy-in are $100. Non-refundable 
tickets can be purchased online (Visa 
and MasterCard accepted) at www.
valleyhumane.org, or at Valley Hu-
mane Society, 3670 Nevada Street, 
Pleasanton. All participants must be 
21 years or older.  For information, 
call Valley Humane Society at (925) 
426-8656.  For details about the poker 
tournament, call Phil Vermont at 
(925) 460-3700. 

Livermore Author Ruth Stern Gas-
ten, Sunday, Sept. 12,  2:00 PM. 
Livermore Civic Center Library, 1188 
So. Livermore Ave. Local Livermore 
author Ruth Stern Gasten speaks 
about her book An Accidental Ameri-
can, her memories of her experience 

as a young Jewish girl who is taken 
from Hitler’s Germany to Chicago. 
Free admission. 

Livermore Valley Wine Country 
Wedding Faire, Sept. 12, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Over 40 vendors 
& industry professionals, food & 
wine tasting, fashion show & more. 
Livermore Downtown Inc.  (925) 
373-1795.

Pleasanton Poetry on Main: A 
Monthly Gathering of Poets, Sept. 
16,  once-a-month group for feedback 
and appreciation of each others' 
poems in downtown Pleasanton at 
Little Valley Winery. Marilyn Slade 
of Pleasanton, author of humorous 
poetry and prose, will co-host the 
gatherings. Bring two poems for 
critique. Free event. Soft drinks 
provided. No-host wine by the glass 
with ID. From 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
in Little Valley Winery, 739 Main 
Street, Pleasanton. Michelle Russo 
at mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us or 
925-931-5350 or Deborah Gross-
man at pleasantonpoetry@gmail.
com or www.facebook.com/Pleas-
antonPoetry.

 Firehouse Arts Center, Opening 
Night Gala Friday, September 17, 
2010. Firehouse Arts Center in 
downtown Pleasanton,  beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. Sampling of the arts, 
and features live performances in 
the theater and throughout the center. 
Enjoy fine wines and a moveable feast 
as you tour the theater, art gallery, 
classrooms and the inviting outdoor 
spaces. The evening culminates 
with the inaugural lighting of the 
Firehouse Arts Center sign and the 
stunning glass marquees.  Tickets   
are available for $125 each.  www.
pleasantonartsfoundation.org.

 Fourth Annual Wine & Equine 
benefit for SonRise Equestrian 
Foundation. Saturday, September 
18, 2010, from 1-5 p.m., at the Charles 
Wilhelm Training Center in Castro 
Valley. SonRise Equestrian Founda-
tion helps create connections between 
children and horses. At no charge to 
the children and their families, the 
Danville-based nonprofit provides 
riding and horse care programs to 
kids ages 8-18 with social, emotional 

and physical challenges. Addition-
ally, the beloved miniature horses 
of SonRise visit younger children at 
school and those who are terminally 
ill in hospice settings. The Wine & 
Equine benefit provides the majority 
of SonRise Equestrian Foundation’s 
annual income. In addition to the 
barbecue and desserts provided by 
Esin Restaurant, the afternoon in-
cludes a wine cellar raffle, live and 
silent auctions, demonstrations and 
a horse show. Wines from Wente 
Vineyards and Murrieta’s Well and 
hand-crafted beers from Drake’s 
Brewing Company. Event sponsors 
include Murrieta’s Well, Wente 
Vineyards and 95.7 The Wolf radio 
station. Tickets to the Fourth Annual 
Wine & Equine event are available 
for $75 per person by contacting the 
nonprofit at 510-838-7433 or son-
rise@sonriseequestrianfoundation.
org. SonRise is located at the Charles 
Wilhelm Training Center, 6496 Crow 
Canyon Road in Castro Valley. For 
more information, visit www.sonri-
seequestrianfoundation.org.

Wine for the Cure,  Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation fund-raiser Saturday, 
September 25, 2010 at John Madden’s 
Goal Line Productions in Pleasanton. 
Wines from the Livermore Valley 
paired with culinary dishes from a 
special menu created by Skip Hinsley 
of Girasole Grill and a Pampered Pal-
ate. The event includes at 5 p.m. VIP 
Lounge, 6 p.m. Main Event at John 
Madden's Goal Line Productions, 
5959 Coronado Lane, Pleasanton.  
To purchase tickets on line go to 
http://nca.cff.org/wineforacure, by 
phone, call: 415.989.6500.

Quilting in the Garden, Sept. 25 
and 26, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Alden Lane 
Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Livermore. 
Presented by Alden Lane Nursery and 
In Between Stitches. Quilt display, 
classes, tours. www.aldenlane.com 
or www.inbetweenstitches.com.

A Conservation Affair, Thurs., Oct. 
7, Casa Real at Ruby Hill Winery, 
Pleasanton. Proceeds will benefit 
Tri-Valley Conservancy projects. 
Evening includes dinner, silent and 
live auctions, and music. Information 
and tickets at 449-8706 or www.
trivalleyconservancy.org.

“Vasco’s Livermore 1910: Portraits from the Hub Saloon, “ will be 
the focus of a program to be presented at 2 p.m. on Sun., Aug. 29 at the 
Livermore Civic Center Library.

Vasco’s Livermore, 1910: Portraits from the Hub Saloon is a col-
lection of hundred-year-old portraits by Australian caricaturist Vasco 
Loureiro, with stories about each of the early Livermore residents 
pictured. Authors Anne Marshall Homan and Richard W. Finn will 
share these sketches that reveal the careers, activities and family lines 
of pre-Prohibition Livermore.

The library is located at 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
There is no admission charge for this event.
The program is underwritten by the Friends of the Livermore Library.  

For more information call 925-373-5505.

Vasco's Livermore 1910 Program  



THE INDEPENDENT  •  THURSDAY, AUGUST 19, 2010     11 Community

The following students made the academic Deans' List at Azusa 
Pacific University. They join nearly 1,500 other students who were 
honored for a spring semester 2010 academic standing of a 3.5 or better 
grade-point average. Livermore: Amy L. Bandy, a Music major; Kayla 
M. Bradanini, a Undeclared major; Luke W. Gutierrez, an English major; 
Nathan D. Hinke, an Undeclared major; Chad J. Jensen, a Communica-
tion Studies major; Tyler P. Madsen, a Political Science major; Justin 
McPherson, a Liberal Studies major; Adam C. Nunez, a Nursing major; 
Kyler R. Reeser, a Psychology major; Pleasanton: Amanda C. Schultz, a 
Liberal Studies major; Justin L. Worley, a Social Science major; Emily 
Young, a Liberal Studies major

   
 

Air Force Reserve Airman 1st 
Class Nicholas J. Pittson (pictured 
at left) graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force Base, 
San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an in-
tensive, eight-week program that 
included training in military discipline 
and studies, Air Force core values, 
physical fitness, and basic warfare 
principles and skills.

He is the son of Bill and Kim 
Pittson of San Ramon, and nephew 
of Walt and Tanya Pittson of  Dublin. 
Pittson is a 2003 graduate of Dublin 
High School.

Livermore Downtown Inc. 
hosted the Annual Taste of Down-
town Livermore; Explore The 
More event on August 7th and 8th.  
The event is designed to have par-
ticipants buy a Passport and stroll 
through the downtown to taste 
culinary entries at participating 
restaurants and local Livermore 
Valley Wines inside downtown 
shopping locations. 

Participants are asked to vote 
for their favorites and the results 
are as follows: 

Best Food Taste: First Place - 
Simply Fondue; 2300 First Street; 
(925) 443-6638; Second Place 
- First Street Alehouse; 2106 
First Street; (925) 371-6588; 
Third Place - El Charro Mexican 
Food and Cantina; 2020 First 

Street;(925)371-8297
Best Dessert: First Place - Sim-

ply Fondue; 2300 First Street (925) 
443-6638; Second Place - Live For 
More Fudge; 1744 First Street; 
(925) 447-9338; Third Place - Au-
gust Tea Room; 1601-B Railroad 
Avenue; (925) 447-2822

Best Restaurant Presentation: 
First Place - Simply Fondue; 2300 
First Street; (925) 443-6638; Sec-
ond Place - Sapphire Restaurant 
and Lounge; 2300 First Street; 
(925) 456-3474; Third Place - El 
Charro Mexican Food and Cantina; 
2020 First Street;(925)371-8297

Best Wine Taste: First Place 
- Red Feather Winery; 5700 Green-
ville Rd.; (925) 449-1871; Second 
Place - John Christopher Cel-
lars; 25 S. Livermore Ave.; (925) 

456-9463; Third Place - Fenestra 
Winery; 83 Vallecitos Rd.; (925) 
447-5246

Best Shopping Location: First 
Place - OutsideIn Etc.; 2184 First 
Street; (925) 606-6434; Second 
Place - Main Street Designs; 2196 
First Street; (925) 449-8573; Third 
Place - WoopsieDaisy Toy Shop; 
154 S. J Street; (925) 455-8697

Participants whose Passport 
proved that they visited every 
location over the weekend were 
entered into a Grand Prize Draw-
ing for Downtown Gift Certifi-
cates.  This years winner is Gabriel 
Morales. 

For more information about 
downtown Livermore activities, 
please call us at (925) 373-1795

 
 
 

Women’s Initiative for Self-
Employment has announced the 
winners of its 2010 Woman Entre-
preneur of the Year Awards. 

Among the winners is Mary El-
len Kordas of Livermore, who runs 
Valley Montesorri Schools. 

The Woman Entrepreneur of 
the Year Award recognizes women 
business owners throughout the 
Bay Area who: have been success-
ful despite the barriers that exist for 
women business owners; exem-

The Wall Street Journal an-
nounced the 2010 rankings of the 
top real estate professionals in the 
country based on 2009 sales vol-
ume. Seven Alain Pinel Realtors 
(APR) sales professionals were 
included in these rankings, with 
three individuals and two teams 
listed as the top agents among the 
over one million REALTOR®’s in 
the country.

Topping the list for Top Agents 
by Sales Volume was APR’s Mary 
Gullixson from the APR Menlo 
Park office, ranked #4 with a sales 
volume of $148,992,000. Also 
on the top agent list were Kathy 
Bridgman, from the APR Los 
Altos office, ranked #21, and Judy 
Bogard-Tanigami, from the APR 
Los Altos office, ranked #56. The 
team of Carol Carnevale & Nicole 
Aron from the APR Menlo Park 
office was ranked #58 on the Top 
Teams by Sales Volume list with 
a sales volume of $78,101,750. 
The team of Dennis Mulvihill & 
Marc Magliocco from the APR 

plify how business ownership and 
leadership is beneficial for women; 
have a positive impact on the local 
community or the community at 
large; and, advance their business 
through innovation

More than 50 women were se-
lected as a  Woman Entrepreneur 
of the Year in cities throughout the 
Bay Area. Winners will be honored 
at regional events and award cer-
emonies in October. The Alameda 
County event will be October 4th, 
at the Claremont Hotel and Spa.

Los Gatos office was ranked #95 
on the top team list.

The Wall Street Journal Top 400 
is based on a survey of over 7,000 
brokerage firms, Associations of 
Realtors® and hundreds of other 
sources to determine the top real 
estate professionals in the United 
States. Now in its 5th year, this 
ranking is the only independent 
study of its kind where all of the 
results from individual submis-
sions are independently verified 
through third party sources.

The Wall Street Journal Top 
400 include the top 100 agents or 
teams in each of four categories, 
including top individuals ranked 
by closed transaction sides; top 
individuals ranked by closed 
sales volume; top teams ranked 
by closed transaction sides; and 
top teams ranked by closed sales 
volume. All results from the study 
are based on calendar year 2009.

Visit http://online.wsj.com/ad/
top100individualvolume_2009.
html to view the full lists.Woman Entrepreneur Awards

Alain Pinel Realtors Rank High

Livermore Taste of Downtown Winners Listed
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

2nd Annual Walk for Education to benefit 
the Livermore Valley Education Foundation, 
hosted by American Swim Academy at Granada 
High School in Livermore on Saturday, Sep-
tember 11 from 9 a.m. until noon. Students from 
every Livermore Valley school along with their 
friends and families are invited to participate in 
the walk, and the school that generates the most 
walkers will win $500. Registration is open to 
the public by downloading a registration form at 
www.americanswimacademy.com/LVEF. The 
entry fee is $5. Each walker who participates 
will receive a t-shirt and refreshments. There 
will also be a Family Fun Festival during the 
walk with live entertainment, DJ music, family 
friendly booths and more. 

Save Valley Rock Climbing Gym Fund-
raiser, Sat., Aug. 21, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The goal 
fund-raising event is to generate donations, 
pledges, and general awareness necessary to 
keep Valley Rock Climbing Gym operating. 
Activities for the entire family will be offered. 
This event will be a great way for the com-
munity to be acquainted with the sport of rock 
climbing and other outdoor recreation activi-
ties. All donations, pledges and money raised 
will go to the gym operating expenses. Sunrise 
Mountain Sports / Valley Rock Climbing Gym 
Parking Lot, 2455 Railroad Ave., Livermore.  
Food & Beverages will be available for sale. 
www.larpd.dst.ca.us/open_space/rock_climb-
ing_gym.html. Information, Dwayne Thaele 
925-980-8098 or dthaele@comcast.net.

Livermore High School Class of 1965 
is celebrating their 45th year class reunion, 
"Together Again," September 24-26. There are 
a number of activities to choose from includ-
ing a Saturday evening party and a Sunday 
picnic. The evening party will be held on 
September 25th at Beeb's Sports Bar & Grill 
, 7pm-Midnight. The cost is $45 per person. 
The picnic will be held Sunday afternoon, $15 
per person. For more information contact Betty 
Gonzales Klino at 925- 443-0642 or nklino@
hotmail.com

Exploring Non-Traditional Work Op-
portunities for Moms, Life Course Learning, 
offered through Las Positas College Com-
munity Education Friday, 9/17 6:30-9:30, 3 
hour seminar explores new ways to work that 
allow  flexibility and control over scheduling.  
$39.00 registration & $10 materials fee. www.
lifecourselearning.com

Moms to Work, Life Course Learning, 
offered through the LARPD 9/21-9/30 (TTh) 
or 10/4-10/13 (MW) 9:00-11:00. This four part 
course for Mom's will examine how to return 
to work despite long absence and a tough 
economy. Learn how to update, polish and 
present yourself with confidence and prepare to 
tackle the job search! $99 registration. Informa-
tion at www.lifecourselearning.com

Office Open House & McNerney for 
Congress Day of Action on Sat., Aug. 21, 
10 a.m. 6743 Dublin Blvd., Suite 34, Dublin.  
Refreshments and official kickoff of grassroots 
campaign.  RSVP: Vince at (925) 875-9980 
or Vince@JerryMcNerney.org. Volunteer for 
the campaign.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities, and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX 
at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at denicia.gres-
sel@cril-online.org. All services are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy Sup-
port Group, meets Tues., Aug. 24, 10 a.m. 
at Heritage Estates Retirement Community, 
second floor conference room, 900 E. Stanley 
Blvd., Livermore. All are welcome. Contact 
Ann Laye, 443-4098.

San Lorenzo High School Class of 1965, 
celebrating 45th reunion on Sat., Oct. 9 at 
Castro Valley Moose Lodge, 20835 Rutledge 
Rd., Castro Valley. Theme is "Beach Party." 
5 p.m. $50 per person until 8/31/10, $60 per 

person after that date. No tickets at the door. For 
information contact Jill Carnesi 510-673-2200, 
jcarnesi@webdesignsbyjill.com; Cyndee, 
785-3397 or cyndeejdavis@aol.com; Paulette, 
559-228-4713, allaboutme101@sbcglobal.net, 
or Sue, 916-826-6473, st859@aol.com.

Full Moon Walk, Mt. Wanda at John 
Muir National Historic Site, Tues., Aug. 24. 
Two hour walk. Free admission. Reservations 
are required. Time of walk will be given when 
reservation is made. Meet Caltrans Park and 
Ride lot, corner of Alhambra Ave and Franklin 
Canyon Rd., Martinez. Bring water, binoculars 
(if available), a light jacket, and flashlight. Wear 
good walking shoes. If rains heavily, walk 
canceled. Reservations at 228-8860.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., Aug. 21, 23 miles ride through downtown 
Orinda, Lafayette and Moraga via bike trails, 
meet 8:30 a.m. at Orinda BART, Nena Hunt 
510-761-8401. Sun., Aug. 22, 47 miles San 
Ramon to Castro Valley, meet at park and ride 
lot in San Ramon at Bollinger, Peter Rathmann, 
336-0973. Tues., Aug. 24, 8-13 miles mountain 
bike trails Lake Chabot loop, meet 7 p.m., Janie 
Page, 408-598-0247. Wed., Aug. 25, 42 miles 
up the Mt. Diablo junction, meet 10 a.m. at 
San Ramon Central Park, Peter Rathmann, 
336-0973. Anyone planning to go on a ride is 
asked to call the leader for details on where to 
meet and what to bring.

Creative People Needed, a few creative 
people are sought to help design and outfit 
the interior of the Livermore Heritage Guild's 
new Historymobile. If you know anything 
about displays, posters, interior design, etc., 
you are the person I need. Please call if you 
are interested: Nancy Mulligan, 925-443-3076 
or n.mulligan@comcast.net.

Writing Essays that Shine, LARPD 
offers a "Writing Essays that Shine" class on 
Saturday, August 21 from 9:30-noon or Sunday, 
October 3 from 1:30-4:00. Learn techniques 
that will make writing more fun, and tips for 
making your essay stand out among hundreds 
or thousands. Register at www.larpd.dst.ca.us 
or call 373-5700 for more details.

Livermore High School Class of 1970 
reunion, Sat., Sept. 18, 6 to 11 p.m. . Hilton 
Garden Inn, 2801 Constitution Dr., Liver-
more. $60.00pp - includes a buffet dinner 
and a glass of wine. To reserve send a check 
to Robert Plunkett 6752 Teasdale Street, 
Lancaster, CA 93536-1246, by August 18, 
include email or phone number so reservation 
can be confirmed. 

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new & long-time residents to its 
monthly luncheon on September 16 at Crow 
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Dr., 
Danville. 11:30 - 2pm. Representatives from 
the League of Women Voters will speak. Lunch 
cost is $19.00. Call Susan, 925-718-5214, for 
reservations.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Birthday dinner, Aug. 22, 5 p.m. RSVP 
to Jill at 510-881-4788. Luncheon in Fremont, 
Aug. 25, 1 p.m., RSVP by Aug. 23 to Vickie, 
51-656-1166. Miniature Golf and lunch in 
Castro Valley, Aug. 26, 10 a.m., RSVP by Marge 
and Wes at 510-582-6038. Champagne Brunch 
in San Ramon, Aug. 29, 11:45 a.m. RSVP by 
Aug. 26 to Marsha, 830-8483.

 Toastmasters, Amador Valley group meets 
at Mimi's Cafe, 4775 Hacienda Dr., Dublin, 7 
a.m. Thursday mornings. Learn go communi-
cate more effectively, improve presentation 
skills and leadership potential. Contact Hal 
Brown, 462-2412, for information.

Casino Night, Wed., Aug. 27, 7 to 9 p.m. 
benefit for Alzheimer’s Association, Memory 
Walk. $20 per person donation includes cock-
tails, heavy hors d'oeuvres, blackjack, poker, 
craps, and roulette. High Stakes room is avail-
able. Winnings are converted to raffle tickets 
to win tons of great prizes. Heritage Estates, 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. Information 
373-3636. 

Livermore Area Blood Drive - Friday, 
August 20, 1-7:00 p.m. at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue (note 
new location!). There is a severe shortage of 
blood in the Bay Area, and only 3% of the 
eligible people give blood. Please help save a 
life by giving blood. The process takes 1-1½ 
hours, and snacks and refreshments are served 
after you donate. You must be 17 years old, 
and have a form of identification with you. 
To sign up, go to www.RedCrossBlood.org, 
and use ASBURY925 as the sponsor code. 
For more information contact Tom Petty at 
925-980-8164.

Diabetes Self-Management classes, 
free, to help understand and learn to manage 
Type 2 Diabetes. 7 week series teaches what 
to eat, how and why to check blood sugar, 
the effects of exercise and emotions on blood 
sugar, medications and more. Morning and 
evening classes starting in July and August in 
Pleasanton and morning class starting in August 
in Livermore. Class size is limited. Minimum 
6. Call 510-383-5185 for more information 
and to register.

Behind the Curtain, with Nicholas Stad-
don, director of new plant introductions from 
Monrovia Growers. Thurs., Sept. 2, 6 p.m. 
Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Liver-
more. Free plant raffle. Sign up today to reserve 
a seat for this free event, 447-0280.

Livermore High School Class of 1965 is 
celebrating a 45th year class reunion. There will 
be a number of activities taking place, giving 
a chance for classmates to reminisce about 
their high school days. The primary event is 
the Saturday evening party at Beeb's Sports 
Bar & Grill, 7pm to Midnight, September 
25th, $45 per person. A picnic will be held 
Sunday afternoon , September 26th, $15 per 
person. For additional information contact 
Betty Gonsalves Klino at 925- 443-0642 or 
nklino@hotmail.com

Moonlight on the Mountain, Saturday, 
August 28, Save Mount Diablo. This special, 
one-of-a-kind event for 500 guests includes 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres, silent and live 
auction, elegant sit-down dinner, and live 
music. “Moonlight on the Mountain” takes 
place outdoors on a flat plateau next to the 
dramatic rock formations of China Wall, with 
a spectacular view of undeveloped rolling hills 
and the summit of Mount Diablo—all under 
the light of the rising moon. The event also 
includes a presentation of the “Mountain Star” 
awards to individuals and organizations who 
have been significant in preserving, interpreting 
and restoring Mount Diablo. Last year's win-
ners were Weston Cook (landowner Award) 
and Bob Marx (Leadership Award). For ticket 
information call (925) 947-3535

Hillsdale High School, Class of 1980, 30th 
Reunion, on November 6, 2010. Classmates, 
send contact information to Hillsdale1980@
gmail.com

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, Peaceful War 
Protest on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 
August 25 between 5 - 6 at the corners of First 
and Neal Streets. Questions?? Call Cathe 
Norman at (925) 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at 
mjs7882@gmail.com; or kdowding@pacbell.
net. Please see our New P4P web site. www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Free Princeton Review practice SAT 
test. Sat., Sept. 4, Livermore Library. Students 
who plan to take the SAT test are invited to 
participate in this important college prepara-
tory event. This proctored exam will begin 
promptly at 10:00am and end at 2:00pm in the 
Storytime/Craft Room of the Livermore Public 
Library, Civic Center. Parents and students are 
invited to return for the SAT Strategy Session 
on Thursday, September 9, 2010 from 6:00 to 
8:30pm to view scores, get feedback, and ask 
questions about standardized tests for college. 
To register for the practice test and the strategy 
session, please visit the Princeton Review’s 
website at www.princetonreview.com. For 
more information, please visit TEEN SPACE 
on the library’s website: www.livermore.
lib.ca.us or contact Sandy at 925-373-5500 
extension 5583.

Livermore Military Families is a support 
group for families in Livermore, who have a 
loved one serving in the Military. It is a safe 
place to come and share the joys, tears and fears 
they have with others who understand what 
they are going through. All family members 
are welcome to attend meetings. Meetings are 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the 
home of Cindy Gavello, 2851 Tahoe Drive, 
Livermore from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Tri-Valley Democratic Club potluck 
BBQ on Sat., Aug. 28, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Kolb Park in Dublin. TVDC will supply the 
main dishes & set up, you bring the rest. Last 
name A-F brings side dishes and salads, G-R 
brings desserts or appetizers, S-Z brings non-
alcoholic beverages. Free Admission. Please 
forward this invitation & RSVP so we know 
how much to buy.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Val-
ley. Activities include a coffee on the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah 

Jongg, bridge, walking and hiking groups, 
family activities and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 215-8405 or visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with a mis-
sion to distribute stuffed animals to social 
services, emergency services, medical facili-
ties and anyone who needs a hug. Based in 
Livermore, the group reaches around the Bay 
Area and the world. Volunteers needed to hold 
collections of gently used teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals, assist with fund-raising and 
deliver the animals to organizations supported 
by the group. Meetings 2nd Thursday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police Sta-
tion. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org or call 
373-7982 for more information.

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
(CL) is a nonprofit, peer-based, self-help sup-
port group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Meetings in Room 7 at 
7 p.m. every Monday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
St. Mary & St. John Coptic Orthodox Church. 
Room 7, 4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just 
come or call our one of the volunteers: 925-200-
1943, or go to www.ClutterLess.org.

Sunday Bingo, All regular game pay-outs 
$250. Free game guarantees payout of $350. 
Flash games for a chance to win up to $1,199. 
One session of speed. Free bagels and coffee. 
Doors open at 1:30 p.m. Session begins at 
4:00pm. Must be 18 years old. Bingo Ranch, 
3070 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 606-7777. 
Proceeds go to LVCS/CCEF

RELIGION
St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 

North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 
Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open and 
Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for more 
information. 

Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 
to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
925-305-9468. 

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8:30, 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. with Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Bible study for adults 
and activities for all ages on Wednesdays at 
6:45 p.m. 447-1848.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Blvd., Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Tuesday 
Bible study, 10 a.m. to noon. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Tri-Valley Unity Church, 2260 Camino 
Ramon, San Ramon. Class for children, ages 
1-10, during church service, 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
Ongoing adult classes and small groups. All 
are welcome. (925) 829-2733. www.trival-
leyunity.com

Divorce Care, Valley Bible Church, 7106 
Johnson Dr., Pleasanton. 13-week seminar and 
support group for people going through divorce 
or separation. A 30-minute video shown each 
night featuring experts on a variety of topics. 
Group meets Tuesdays 7 to 9 p.m. starting Sept. 
14. There is a one time charge of $25 for the 
workbook and other materials. Preregistration 
is required. Contact Mark Porter, 846-9693 or 
mcporter@hotmail.com.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, Non-Religious 
Rosh Hashanah celebration. Wednesday, Sept. 
8, 7 p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
St. in Livermore. A short program of readings 
and music followed by an apples and honey 
reception. Child-friendly. Those attending are 
encouraged to bring canned or boxed food for 
the food bank. Free to TVCJ members. $10/
adult (over 13) non-member. For information 
and reservations 925 485-1049 or reserva-
tions@tri-valleyculturaljews.org.

St. Bart’s Episcopal Church. There will 
be a Celebration of Rev. Carol Cook’s Ministry 
on August 28 at 5:30pm. Please join us for this 
special occasion as we bid farewell. 678 Enos 
Way, Livermore. Visit the website more infor-
mation www.saintbartslivermore.com.

Meditation Study Group, Practice new 
meditation methods, based on teachings of 
Shinzen Young, using audio, video and hand-
outs, 7:15-8:30 p.m., on the second and fourth 

Tuesdays of every month, at Tri-Valley Unity's 
Gathering Place, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., 
#120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at gstaehle@
comcast.net 

Spiritual Reiki Group The Japanese 
system of Reiki is a spiritual practice which 
uses meditations, chanting, visualizations, 
and hands-on energy group work so that we 
can connect to our true nature. No prior Reiki 
experience is necessary. On the first and third 
Saturdays of every month, 10-11:45 a.m. at Tri-
Valley Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at 
gstaehle@comcast.net.

Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace Uni-
versity, Thursdays, Beginning September 9, 
6:30-8:30pm, CrossWinds Church, Dublin, 
13-week class. If interested, contact Carole 
Taylor (ctaylor@crosswindschurch.org; 
925-560-3812).  $100 (materials and lifetime 
membership to Dave Ramsey's interactive 
website).  Flat fee per family.

Jewish Sunday school based on family, 
history and culture instead of religion, offered 
in an introduction to Jewish Culture School, 
an affordable hands-on twice-monthly Sunday 
school for Secular Humanistic Jewish children 
aged 5-14. Sunday, Sept. 12 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center 2466 8th St. in 
Livermore.  There will be activities for children 
and a chance for parents to talk to other parents 
and the JCS teachers about the philosophy of 
the school and of Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, its 
sponsor.  The school meets in Castro Valley in 
a private home to facilitate cooking, which the 
students participate in most days.  They also 
learn folk dance, songs in Hebrew, Yiddish and 
English, and history.  This year, the curriculum 
focuses on the migration of Eastern European 
Jews to America and the flowering of Yiddish 
culture, the labor movement and progressive 
social involvement in America. For informa-
tion, please email JCS@tri-valleyculturaljews.
org or call 925 485 1049.

Lowdown on the High Holy Days, a day 
of learning, fun and inspiration for all. Sun., 
Aug. 29, 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Congregation 
Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Ct., Pleasanton. 
www.bethemek.org/lowdown, or 931-1005 
ext. 10. 

Stepping Stones on Grief Journey 
Workshop, eight weeks, Thurs., Sept. 9 to Oct. 
28 at 7:30 p.m. St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Meetings are 
open to all, regardless of religious orientation. 
Preregistration required. Space is limited. 
One-time donation of $15 is requested. For 
registration or information, call Mary Hagerty, 
846-5377.

Community Bible Study Class,   book of 
LUKE will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church.  CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all women, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30AM beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 


