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PET OF THE WEEK
Meow! Purr! Meow! My name is Garth and I adore people and 
other cats. I am less than two years old and I am a Snowshoe/
Siamese blend that loves to be the center of attention. I have 
been at the shelter for about six months and I am so ready to 
go into my forever home! Go online to www.valleyhumane.
org or www.facebook.com/ValleyHumaneSociety to see other 
adoptable dogs and cats waiting for you! Valley Humane 
Society is located at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton. Hours 
are Tues.- Sat. from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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An official launch took place recently of a project to build a brick wall 
to commemorate the names of people who have served in the military. 
It will be placed in front of the Livermore Veterans Hall.  The wall is 
being called “Remember Our Heroes.” On hand for the official launch 
were Leonard Gregory (left) and Justin Berkenstock. For what the wall 
will look like, see page 2. 
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Talking about the souvenirs they brought home from the World Scouting Jamboree are (from left) Trevor Nigg, Jeffrey Beaulieu 
and Michael Myers.

By Patricia Koning
This summer, seven lucky 

Scouts from various Livermore 
troops had the experience of a 
lifetime at the 22nd annual World 
Scouting Jamboree, where they 
spent 10 days with 40,000 Scouts 
from 146 countries. 

“It was a really incredible 
experience,” said Trevor Nigg 

of Troop 900. “I thought it would 
be sort of like other camps or 
National Jamborees, but it was 
so much better.”

Trevor, along with Jeffrey 
Beaulieu, Nickolas Fliehr, Ryan 
Knowles, Jeremy Martin, Mi-
chael Myers, and William Reed, 
traveled to Rinkaby, Sweden in 
late July. For these Boy Scouts, 

the trip was truly a rare oppor-
tunity; the World Scouting Jam-
boree is held every four years. 
Scouts must be between the ages 
of 14 and 17 to attend. 

The Livermore Scouts joined 
a special troop, 703030, com-
prised mostly of boys from the 
Greater Bay Area, formed for the 
purpose of the World Scouting 

Jamboree. The troop traveled to 
Sweden with several adult Scout 
leaders, where they set up camp 
together. 

Packing for the trip was not 
difficult—the boys brought their 
mess kits, sleeping bags, and 
clothes just like for any other 
Scouting trip. They also brought 

The Friday Nights LIVE! free 
outdoor concerts in downtown 
Livermore will be extended with 
three new local bands performing 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. on Fridays 
through September 16, 2011. 

Sponsored by the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 
the concerts are presented on the 
Shea Homes Stage outside the 
Bankhead Theater. Originally 
slated to run only through Au-
gust, the live music and dance, 
from big band and classic rock 
to Latin jazz and swing, have at-
tracted several hundred attendees 
each Friday. The three additional 
concerts will feature rock, coun-
try, and world music on the stage, 
with the final concert on Septem-
ber 16 launching the third annual 
LVPAC Guitar Fest LIVE!, a 
weekend-long event filled with 
live music, free clinics, and other 
events for guitar enthusiasts and 
music fans.

LVPAC introduced the out-
door concerts in June, bringing 
free live music to the down-
town area during the summer to 
complement the entertainment 
already available at the Bankhead 
Theater throughout the year. 
Merchants, such as Sonnie Koo 
of Robeks Juice on First Street, 

Livermore 
Friday Night 
Concerts 
Extended

Livermore Boy Scouts Attend the 
World Scouting Jamboree in Sweden

(See JAMBOREE, page 8)

(See CONCERTS, page 8)

The ballot for Livermore city 
council and mayoral races in 
November is set. 

The nomination period closed 
for city council on August 17. 

The council incumbents, Marj 
Lieder and Jeff Williams, are not 
on the ballot. Leider was termed 
out; Williams chose not to run.

Four candidates have quali-
fied to run for two council seats. 
Bobby Dale Burger, who retired 
from the Air Force and is mar-
keting for Uncle Credit Union; 
Stewart Gary, former Livermore 
Pleasanton Fire Department chief 
and current member of the Liver-
more School Board; Marshall 
Kamena, current mayor who is 
termed out of that office, but is 
eligible to run for the council; 
and, Laureen Turner, a member 
of the Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District Board of 
Directors.

Three candidates have quali-
fied to run for mayor. They are 
Barbara Hickman, host of Grass-
roots, formerly aired on Cable 
Channel 26; John Marchand, 
Livermore vice mayor and a for-
mer member of the Zone 7 Water 
Board; and Minuete McKernan, a 
student at Dominican College.

The election will be held 
November 8. Last week the 
Secretary of State drew letters 
of the alphabet to determine the 
order names will be listed on 
the ballot. For mayor, the order 
will be Hickman, Marchand and 

Livermore 
Ballot Set for 
November

(See ELECTION, page 3)

The Pleasanton City Council 
last week adopted a draft climate 
action plan (CAP), as required 
by state law and a lawsuit settle-
ment with the attorney general’s 
office. Pleasanton has a goal of 
becoming the “greenest city” in 
California. The proposed CAP 
would be more about education, 
than regulation. In addition, 
the city would lead the way by 
implementing many of the pro-
posed programs.

State law under AB 32 re-
quires that greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions be reduced to 
1999 levels or below by 2020. 
In addition, Pleasanton was 
required by a lawsuit settlement 
with the state attorney general to 
prepare the plan. 

The next step will be the 
preparation of an environmental 
impact report (EIR). 

Daniel Smith, Director of Op-
eration Services, told the council 
that the plan was 18 months in 
the making, with input from all 
stakeholders. “The CAP is tai-
lored to Pleasanton, determined 
by what we found would work 
and what people would support. 
Businesses had a different inter-
est in CAP than did residents. 
Working together we have been 
able to produce a plan that has 
buy-in from all segments of the 
population.”

Smith said the goals include 
implementation of the plan that 
would be cost effective, contain 
sustainable practices, and not 
have a negative impact on jobs. 
Reasons to implement the CAP 
include taking care of the envi-
ronment, national security impli-
cations by reducing dependence 
on fossil fuels, and quality of life. 
“There is absolutely no way the 
city can accomplish the reduc-
tion goals on its own. It needs 

Pleasanton 
Aims to Be
'Greenest'

(See CLIMATE, page 5)

Panel Suggests Livermore Try for Doolan Sphere of Influence
The Livermore Planning 

Commission voted last week to 
recommend that the city apply 
to the Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO) to grant 
Livermore a planning sphere of 
influence in Doolan Canyon.

The land is located between 
East Dublin and North Liver-
more. The area currently is not 
in any government’s sphere of 
influence, including Alameda 
County’s. The Dublin City Coun-
cil voted last December to study 

a proposed development, which 
could lead to an application for 
a sphere of influence designation 
for Dublin.

This month, Dublin Mayor 
Tim Sbranti and Livermore 
Mayor Marshall Kamena said 

they agreed to discuss Doolan 
jointly, to try to come up with the 
best plan for the area.

The issue that has both cit-
ies moving ahead to apply for a  
sphere of influence is a proposal 

(See DOOLAN, page 5)

The City of Livermore will 
celebrate the ground breaking of 
Paragon Outlets Livermore on 
Fri., August 26 at 10 a.m.,

It will be a a 543,000 square 
foot outlet shopping destination.  
The center will be located on 
42 acres of land at the southeast 
corner of El Charro Road and 
Interstate 580. 

Along with Livermore Mayor 
Marshall Kamena, Vice-Mayor 
John Marchand and Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors 
Scott Haggerty,  Robert Brve-
nik, Principal, Paragon Outlet 
Partners, will be on hand to 

Work to Begin on Upscale Outlet Center
officially break ground for the 
open-air styled outlet shopping 
center slated to open to shoppers 
in November of 2012.

Livermore Mayor Marshall 
Kamena stated, “The Paragon 
Outlets Livermore project will 
have an instant impact on ex-
panding shopping amenities for 
residents. The quality and diver-
sity of the stores that are a part of 
this project will go a long way in 
strengthening Livermore’s eco-
nomic base and bringing much 
needed jobs to our community.”

He added, “ The outlet center 

is also a vital part of strengthen-
ing our ability to attract tourists 
to the area.”

The ground breaking  marks 
the culmination of a seven-year 
collaborative effort between 
the City of Livermore, Paragon 
Outlet Partners, property owners, 
Alameda County, East Bay Re-
gional Parks District, Zone 7, Al-
ameda Congestion Management 
Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, State Department of 
Fish and Game, Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, Caltrans, 
Federal Aviation Administration, 

and the Cities of Pleasanton and 
Dublin.

Brvenik stated, “It is our 
mission to create well-tenanted 
outlet centers that offer shop-
pers access to a collection of the 
world’s leading designer and 
brand-names. Paragon Outlets 
Livermore not only will become 
one of the region’s most popular 
shopping destinations for both 
local consumers and its tourist 
base, but a property that will 
bring more than 2,000 jobs to 
the region. We look forward to 
welcoming each of our tenants to 

the San Francisco/Oakland Bay 
area marketplace as we prepare to 
open to the public for the holiday 
season next year.”

Scheduled to open for the 
2012 holiday season, Paragon 
Outlets Livermore will be home 
to over 120 designer and name 
brands including Banana Re-
public Factory Store, Barney’s 
New York Outlet, Cole Haan 
Company Store, J.Crew, Michael 
Kors, Neiman Marcus Last Call, 
Nike Factory Store, Saks Fifth 
Avenue OFF 5TH, and Tommy 

(See PARAGON, page 3)

Niles Canyon Rd. 
Plan Revisions 
Not Going 
Over So Far

Caltrans designers are still 
working on proposed changes to 
the second stretch of a planned 
shoulder-widening of Niles Can-
yon Road. However, the sneak 
preview of their work didn’t 
create any fans among people 
who have been protesting what 
they consider a major change in 
the road.

Caltrans surprised residents 
of Sunol and the Niles district 
of Fremont, at each end of Niles 
Canyon, when the agency’s 
contractor cut down a total of 99 
trees early this year. The oppo-
nents said that Caltrans gave no 
notice to the public at that time 
that the project would start.

That galvanized people in 
both communities to protest at 
the  tree cutting site, and then 
to get state legislators involved. 
There were several protest meet-
ings in Fremont, where CalTrans 
explained what they were doing. 
Protesters did not buy into the 
plans.

(See NILES, page 9)

Despite rumors around Liver-
more that Buenas Vidas Youth 
Ranch is on its last legs, it really 
is not failing, says its founder, 
Butch Shattuck.

Shattuck, who founded Bue-
nas Vidas in 1974 with his late 
wife, Ruth, lives in New Mexico 
much of the time. He comes 
back to Livermore to preside 
over the Buenas Vidas board as 
president.

The ranch was begun on 
land once occupied by a TB 

Founder Says Buenas 
Vidas Plans to Remain 
As a Youth Ranch

sanitarium near the end of Ar-
royo Road, and taken over by 
Alameda County. The Shattucks 
leased out buildings there, after 
renovations, and started a youth 
ranch for boys.

The idea was to bring in 
young men who could not find 
happiness in their  family situ-
ation, especially troubled urban 
youths, and put them into an 
environment that offered wide 
open spaces. 

(See YOUTH RANCH, page 4)
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A painting by Bud Donaldson shows how the “Remember Our 
Heroes” will look. Leonard Gregory, a past commander of 
VFW Post 7265 is helping to lead the effort, along with other 
VFW members. The American Legion, the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the Gold Star Mothers and the Blue Star 
Mothers are also involved. The idea is for people to buy a brick 
to commemorate their loved ones, living or not. The wall will be 
three feet tall and about 40 feet long.  People who are interested 
in buying bricks or making a donation for the project can call 
Gregory at 447-3135. The VFW, along with the American Legion, 
meets at the Veterans Memorial Building at the corner of Fifth 
and South L streets in Livermore. It was built in the 1930s as a 
memorial and meeting place for veterans of World War I. 

By Ron McNicoll
Pleasanton school trustees 

authorized the administration 
to proceed with the biennial 
participation in the Healthy 
Kids Survey.

The vote was 4-0, with Jeff 
Bowser absent for medical 
reasons. The vote authorizes 
the district to spend $5000 
for processing of the testing 
results. The cost amounts to 
32 cents for each student who 
takes the test.

Trustee Chris Grant said, “It 
is an excellent use of $5000. 
For the wealth of information 
we get back to tailor programs 
to meet kids needs not partici-
pating in the survey is not even 
an option. It’s a necessity.”

The board acted after a pre-
sentation by senior director of 
pupil services Kevin Johnson, 
who talked about how data 
from the survey helps both the 
schools and community groups 
assist youths.

Pleasanton School Board OKs Healthy Kids Survey
The survey, which is not 

mandatory, asks students at 
middle and high school levels 
to be as accurate as possible in 
reporting in a confidential way.

Topics covered include al-
cohol and drug usage, sexual 
behavior, and cyber safety.

Johnson said that cigarette 
smoking among the student pop-
ulation “decreased immensely,” 
thanks to the survey results. The 
district and community have 
been able to direct attention to 
that health issue.

However, over the past few 
years in which Pleasanton has 
conducted the survey, drug and 
alcohol usage has increased as 
a whole in the community, said 
Johnson.

Although the usage is up, 
the data has helped the schools 
“increase the honesty regarding 
such issues,” said Johnson. The 
data has assisted the schools 
in working with police, for ex-
ample, in the DARE program, 

which focuses on drugs and 
alcohol education.

The police are not just an 
adjunct to dealing with the prob-
lem, but are included in joint 
teaching with health teachers. 
The police representatives even 
develop curriculum with those 
teachers over the summer. 

The district will be using 
AXIS Community Health al-
cohol and drug counseling four 
hours each week in two groups 
each at Amador Valley and Foot-
hill high schools. There also will 
be some intervention  work.

Johnson said that this year, 
the district will begin a middle 
school group. However, it’s not 
clear yet which school will be 
host. It will be the first time 
AXIS will be working at the 
middle school level.

AXIS will run one group for 
girls at Horizon High School, 
and will have a “roving coun-
selor” to deal with substance 

issues for various schools.
Johnson said one indica-

tor of need is that two years 
ago, the district experienced 
31 expulsions. In the year 
prior to that, there were only 
14 expulsions.”Now we pro-
vide this (counseling) in lieu 
of expulsion. We want to bring 
assistance to the student during 
school time,” said Johnson.

A program that the district 
piloted last year at Alisal for 
5th graders about cyber safety 
will be spread this year to all 
5th grades, said Johnson. 

An informal survey of the 
Alisal 5th graders showed 
that two-thirds are Facebook 
members, despite the fact that 
Facebook requires users to be 
at least 13 years old for reasons 
of mental readiness, said John-
son. “It’s important to educate 
5th-graders about what they 
will be getting into,” Johnson 
explained.
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Reserve Nuclear Fuel
As part of the Obama Administration’s com-

mitment to strengthen global nuclear nonprolif-
eration efforts, the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) and the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration (NNSA) have announced the avail-
ability of a reserve stockpile of low-enriched 
uranium (LEU) for use as commercial nuclear 
power fuel. The stockpile was derived from 
down-blending surplus highly enriched uranium 
(HEU) from the U.S. stockpile.

This new American Assured Fuel Supply 
(AFS) creates a vehicle for promoting the peace-
ful use of nuclear energy without exacerbating 
nuclear proliferation risks.  

The AFS sets aside LEU down-blended from 
surplus U.S. weapons HEU to serve as a backup 
fuel supply for foreign or domestic reactors in 
the event of a supply disruption. Along with the 
International Fuel Bank to be administered by 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
the AFS gives nation states that are looking to 
nuclear power as a clean energy source an as-
sured supply of LEU, decreasing the need to 
develop costly enrichment technology. 

“As more countries look to nuclear power 
as a low-carbon option for addressing growing 
energy demands, assuring a fuel supply without 
promoting proliferation sensitive technologies 
is a critical national security priority,” said 
Secretary of Energy Steven Chu. “In addition to 
protecting fuel supplies for commercial power 
producers, the Assured Fuel Supply helps dem-
onstrate the nation’s commitment to nuclear 

nonproliferation by eliminating surplus weapons 
uranium in a way that promotes the peaceful use 
of nuclear energy.”

The down-blending of the 17.4 metric tons 
of surplus HEU is scheduled for completion 
in 2012. When complete, it will result in ap-
proximately 290 metric tons of LEU, of which 
approximately 230 metric tons will form the re-
serve. The remainder of the LEU is being used to 
pay for the down-blending and processing costs. 
This will leave the AFS with approximately six 
reloads for an average 1,000 MW reactor. 

The AFS is to be sold at market value in the 
event of demonstrated need after all other market 
options are exhausted. 

DUI Arrests Increase
DUI arrests are up slightly from last year in 

Alameda County as Avoid the 21 reports results 
of the first weekend of its 18-day summer mo-
bilization.

They rose by 12.5 percent, from 40 to 45, 
said Lt. Ava Garavatti of the Livermore Police 
Dept., campaign coordinator.  Her department 
continues nightly DUI saturation patrols.

The crackdown continues through Labor Day 
weekend.  Next weekend will see checkpoints in 
Alameda, Fremont, Livermore and Oakland.

The California Office of Traffic Safety funds 
Avoid the 21 through the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.  The campaign 
is named for the 21 law enforcement agencies 
in the county. McKernan. Council candidates 

order will be Kamena, Turner, 
Gary, and Burger.

BOBBY DALE BURGER
Bobby Dale Burger, who 

has qualified as a candidate for 
Livermore City Council, issued 
a press release this week. 

He is a retired Air Force Ser-
geant and Uncle Credit Union 
marketing officer. Bobby served 
in the Air Force for 20 years and 
served three terms as elected 
President of the Enlisted Or-
ganization. He is running on a 
platform of fiscal responsibil-

ity and believes that the BART 
alignment, which has polarized 
Livermore residents, should be 
kept along I-580. “I worked on 
the BART on I-580 petition drive 
and am opposed to the exten-
sion into downtown and pledge 
to work tirelessly to honor the 
public’s desire for a freeway 
alignment,” said Burger. 

While in the Air Force, he 
earned a Degree in Financial 

Management, graduated Non-
Commissioned Officer’s Acade-
my Management and Leadership, 
and earned Certification of De-
fense Financial Management. 

“I seek to return the focus 
of council back to fiscal and 
civic responsibility and business 
growth and development.” 

His website can be found at 
www.bobbyburger4citycouncil.
com.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

On Tuesday, approximately 200 acre of grassland burned off of Tesla Road and Eagles Run Road 
near Livermore. About 25 personnel assisted. The fire was attacked from the air and by ground 
crews. Agencies responding include California Division of Forestry and Fire, Alameda County 
Fire Department, and Camp Parks Fire Department.  One  firefighter suffered an ankle injury. The 
call reporting the fire came in just after noon.

ELECTION

Hilfiger, among many more. The 
project includes miles of adja-
cent multi-use trails and a future 
public park.

Paragon Outlets Livermore 
is the first development in the El 
Charro Specific Plan, a land use 
plan that lays the groundwork for 
the eventual development of 152 
acres of land with up to 1,500,000 
square feet of retail space. New 

public improvements include the 
expansion of El Charro Road, 
improvements to the adjacent 
El Charro/Fallon Road freeway 
interchange, and the extension of 
Jack London Boulevard through 
the site. These improvements will  
improve access to Livermore’s 
historic downtown and renowned 
wine country. 

Tri-Valley Conservancy has 
appointed Laura Mercier as the 
new executive diredctor.

Jean King, Chair of Tri-Val-
ley Conservancy’s Board of 
Directors, stated, “The Tri-Val-
ley Conservancy Board is very 
pleased that Laura has accepted 
the executive director position.  
She has already demonstrated her 
competence and enthusiasm. We 
look forward to her leadership in 
working with the Board, other 

PARAGON

organizations, land owners and 
the community.”

Mercier’s  diversified career 
portfolio includes work with the 
Boeing C-17 program as Project 
Manager.  The past eight years 
Mercier has worked at Tri-Valley 
Conservancy, recently as Associ-
ate Director. 

Mercier said, “I am very grati-
fied at having been selected as 
Tri-Valley Conservancy’s next 
executive director. As I tell my 

friends and colleagues, I truly 
feel lucky to be involved in this 
organization.  I remember when 
I first moved back from Long 
Beach that it was because of the 
South Livermore Valley Area 
Plan.  Who knew I would end up 
working for an integral part of the 
plan and beyond.”

Mercier Apponted to Lead Conservancy  
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Outlet Center Groundbreaking
It took seven years of negotiations and planning, 

but the Paragon Outlet Center in Livermore is about to 
become a reality. The official groundbreaking for the 42 
acre upscale center is set for this Friday.

Among those who were in the trenches, working through 
all of the red tape presented by regulatory agencies, was 
City Engineer Cheri Sheets.  Mayor Marshall Kamena 
was also persistent in his pursuit of what is expected to 
become not only a shopping attraction, but a tourist attrac-
tion. There are many others who worked in partnership 
with the city to make the project a reality. 

 The City of Livermore will benefit through increase 
sales tax revenues. The money will help to provide ser-
vices that residents want. 

About 2000 jobs are expected to be created.
The center is expected to open for business for the 2012 

holiday shopping season at I-580 and El Charro Road. 
Over 120 designer and name brands including Banana 
Republic Factory Store, Barney’s New York Outlet, Cole 
Haan Company Store, J.Crew, Michael Kors, Neiman 
Marcus Last Call, Nike Factory Store, Saks Fifth Avenue 
OFF 5TH  and Tommy Hilfiger are among the retailers 
who are expected to locate in Livermore.

The efforts of the mayor, council and staff in bringing 
the Paragon Outlet Center to reality will benefit Livermore 
and the area for years to come.

Job Well Done
Long-time Pleasanton Gardens administrator Bruce 

Fiedler is retiring after 26 years of service. He was rec-
ognized last Tuesday by the Pleasanton City Council for 
what he accomplished over that time.

We would like to add our voice in thanking him for 
providing an enjoyable experience for the residents 
while he was in charge. In addition to the day-to-day 
administration, Fielder also handled most maintenance. 
He was available to residents 24 hours a day.  He treated 
them like family.

Pleasanton gardens was the first very affordable hous-
ing for senior citizens in Pleasanton. It grew out of a 
partnership of four churches—St. Augustine’s Catholic 
Church, Lynnewood Methodist, First Baptist and Cen-
terpointe Church.

One thing we appreciated was how he involved the 
community with the residents. The Rotary Club and 
Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club were among 
the organizations who provided assistance and special 
programs for the residents. Fiedler began the tradition of 
hosting the first candidates debate during each city council 
election. It became the annual campaign kick-off.

He will be a hard act to follow.

In an effort to provide guide-
lines for upcoming contract 
negotiations with the Police Offi-
cers’ Association, the Pleasanton 
City Council last week adopted 
the League of California Cities 
Pension Reform Action Plan.

The vote was unanimous.
The current contract expired 

on May 31 of this year. The main 
issue concerns pensions. Current 
pension plans are considered to 
be unsustainable and contribute 
to a growing unfunded liability.

City Manager Nelson Fialho 
explained that what is missing 
is some framework to point  
to as a strategic vision for the 
city. “We don’t have objectives. 
The League’s proposal provides 
those objectives along with flex-
ibility.”

The council also adopted 
5-year benchmarks that would 
measure success in achieving 
pension reform. They include 
eliminating the negative amorti-
zation in the CalPERS unfunded 
liability method; reducing the 
city’s over all pension by at least 
10 percent; and reducing person-
nel related costs as a percentage 
of the total operating budget to 
70 percent. It now stands at 78 
percent.

Fialho said that the League’s 
plan accomplishes two things. 
It provides information on what 
can be done locally through col-
lective bargaining. It also lists 
ideas on what needs to happen at 
the state level to allow for pen-
sion reform.

Among the proposals of what 
can be accomplished locally are 
these: employees assuming the 
full share of their contributions 
to retirement; setting a new tier 
for new hires; and averaging an 
employee’s retirement income 
pay based on the three highest 
years worked, rather than one as 
is done now.

On a state level, SG 400 
and AB 616, which established 
enhanced benefits for public 
employees, should be repealed. 
The League document suggests 
going to a defined benefit plan. 
It is the most effective vehicle to 
accumulate and distribute pen-
sion benefits. It is estimated that a 
defined benefit plan yields about 
46 percent more savings than a 
defined contribution plan.

(A defined benefit plan prom-
ises a specified monthly benefit 
at retirement. A defined contri-
bution plan does not promise a 
specific amount of benefits at 
retirement. The employee or the 
employer (or both) contribute 
to the employee’s individual 
account. These contributions 
generally are invested on the 
employee’s behalf.  The value 
of the account will fluctuate due 
to the changes in the value of the 
investments.)

The League points out in its 
plan that courts have held that 
current and former local govern-
ment employees have rights to 
the pensions promised them at 
hiring. “Most likely recommen-
dations (in the plan) would not 
pertain to former employees or 
the prospective benefits of cur-
rent employees.”

Members of the public urged 
the council to proceed with 
pension reform measures. They 
pointed to the unfunded liability, 
estimated at $120 million, as a 
serious problem.

Resident Bart Hughes called 
the League document a good 
starting point. He would like 
to see personnel costs reduced 
below 70 percent in the operat-
ing budget. 

Kay Ayala stated, “Pension 
costs continue to increase, threat-
ening the delivery of public 
services, compromising general 

fund budgets.” She urged the 
council to settle on a contract 
that does not add to the unfunded 
liability. Among the programs 
she would support would be 
for employees to pay the full 
9 percent contribution, a 2-tier 
program for new hires, a cap on 
medical benefits, no raises, and 
an increase in medical co-pays. 
She suggested the council spon-
sor an initiative asking voters if 
they want to spend money the 
city doesn’t have (referring to 
current benefit policies).

On the other side, Police 
Officers Union representative 
Rocky Lucia said that context is 
important for negotiations. “Your 
police officers provide you with 
a very safe community, one of 
the safest in the Bay Area. Try 
to find a balance. You want to 
have the highest paid officers in 
the Bay Area for recruitment and 
retention purposes. Think about 
the qualitative aspects of what 
police officers provide for you 
and your citizens.”

Councilmember Jerry Thorne 
said that he is looking for some-
thing that is  fair to both employ-
ees and to taxpayers. No one has 
ever questioned the quality of the 
city’s employees. He continued, 
“However, we don’t have the 
luxury of being able to do what-
ever we want for our employees. 
We can’t allow political ideology, 
political alliances, or the emo-
tional side of the debate drive 
the decision making process. 
When you are in a hole, the first 
thing to do is stop digging. The 
League goals and objectives will 
go along way to stop the digging 
and partially fill the hole.”

Thorne said a message needs 
to be sent to lawmakers in Sacra-
mento that Pleasanton and other 
cities and counties want local 
control back.

Councilmember Matt Sullivan 
stated, “This is not a numbers 
game. We are talking about 
people who provide services. 
We can’t pretend it’s all about 
numbers.”

Councilmember Cindy Mc-
Govern said that the goal of 
negotiations should be to retain 
police jobs by reducing the un-
funded liability. A larger liability 
could mean the city would have 
to start cutting jobs.

Pleasanton Adopts League's 
Plan for Pension Reform  

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed. Letters should be 
submitted by e-mail to editmail@
compuserve.com.)

Station Location
Alan Burnham
Livermore

I was pleasantly surprised that 
the city council’s controversial 
BART report indicated that a 
freeway route was feasible and 
that the city council subsequently 
voted for the freeway route.  I 
also thought Mayor Kamena 
gave an excellent explanation 
on community TV about why 
the council needed to act rather 
than wait for a vote if we ever 
wanted BART to Livermore.  At 
the expense of unanimity, how-
ever, I would like to suggest that 
the greatest benefit-to-cost would 
be from a single station at North 
Livermore Avenue and that any 
BART extension put the next sta-
tion near Mountain House.

 Saving the cost of a second 
Livermore station gives a greater 
opportunity to get the San Joa-
quin county cars off I-580, which 
is the real problem, and placing 
the single Livermore station at 
the point closest to downtown 
and closer to Springtown maxi-
mizes its value to Livermore 
residents.  West Livermore can 
easily go to Pleasanton once Jack 
London Blvd is extended, as long 
as TOD doesn’t destroy the park-
ing capacity there.  

 The freeway is elevated at 
North Livermore, so multisto-
ry parking in possible without 
spoiling the view, particularly 
if some is underground.  Such 
undergrounding is trivial com-
pared to undergrounding BART 
to downtown. This location also 
enhances the feasibility of an ef-

fective, dedicated shuttle to and 
from downtown. 

 I, for one, am not that inter-
ested in encouraging a lot more 
development in Livermore, TOD 
or otherwise.  The empty houses 
in Mountain House should be 
enough of a TOD incentive to 
extend BART out there.  If ad-
ditional TOD housing is required, 
it could easily be accommodated.  
Hopefully, that would be suf-
ficient to alleviate the need for 
TOD at the North Livermore 
station.

 Some will complain that 
San Joaquin county residents 
have not paid into BART, so 
why should they get the benefit?  
Getting them off the freeway also 
provides a benefit to Livermore.  
If necessary, raising funds from 
them could also be accomplished 
by converting one of the free-
way lanes to HOV/toll, with the 
specification that the money goes 
to BART.

Pardon the Turkey
Sean Dorman
Livermore

While I do agree with Lex 
Manwill’s concern about our 
meat supply being 100% safe to 
consume, I think that becoming 
or pushing a vegetarian diet isn’t 
really dealing with the real issue 
of salmonella; you can get salmo-
nella from fruits and vegetables 
as well. The real issue is with the 
processing of the meat not the 
fact that it is meat. Starting in the 
early 70’s animals began being 
raised in feed lots rather than on 
the conventional ranch or farm 
as they had been for generations 
before. Anyone that has driven 
down I-5 past Harris ranch knows 
what a feed lot is and smells like. 
When you pack animals into such 
close quarters you are asking for 
trouble.

I believe that if you really 
want to have a better and safer 
food supply then vote with your 
wallet. Search out a local butcher 
who only processes meat he gets 
locally or from small scale ranch-
ers. Look for farmers who sell 
their locally grown foods at the 

nearest farmers market and stay 
away from chain Grocery stores 
(or big box stores for that mat-
ter) that get their produce from 
all over the world and their meat 
from feed lots. Not only will be 
eating healthier but your directly 
helping the local economy.

Democratic
David Pastor
Pleasanton 

The news on TV and radio 
describes the reduction of As-
semblyman Portantino’s annual 
budget because he did not vote 
per the Democratic leadership’s 
instructions  on the State bud-
get.  The Capital administrator’s 
office says that it is due to the 
Assemblyman’s budget overrun 
while the Assemblyman states 
that he has consistently under-
run his budget and refused many 
perks.  The office has refused  to 
show its data to either Assembly-
man Portantino or to the ques-
tioning media.  The result is that 
Assemblyman Portantino will 
have to furlough his staff unpaid 
for 5 weeks this year.

This  shows us once again the 
dysfunctional California State 
legislature.  Punishment such 
as reducing an Assemblymem-
bers budget for not voting the 
Democratic leadership’s line is 
nothing new.  The practice of the 
Democratic leadership to punish 
those Democrats that do not “toe 
the line” has been going on for 
years.  Remember Senator Perata 
locking “rebel” Senators out of 
their offices or the movement of 
Democratic Assemblymembers 
to offices outside of the Capital 
building?  We, the people, elect 
representatives to work for us in 
Sacramento.  Apparently, once 
they get there, their agenda is 
already set for them.  Vote their 
conscience? No way!  The media 
never takes notice until they can 
say things like “we only need 
3 more Republicans to switch 
sides.”  Never is it written that 
every single Democrat is voting 
in lockstep on all important is-
sues.  OR ELSE

The ranch offered a peaceful 
setting. Caring for the small farm 
animals there helped the youths 
develop a sense of responsibil-
ity.

Many of the former clients 
have come back in later life to 
thank Shattuck and board mem-
bers for the chance to set their 
lives straight  in such a conducive 
and supportive atmosphere.

After a few years, the county 
engaged in a complicated prop-
erty swap, and the youth ranch 
had to move. A location on Tesla 
Road was found.

Things were going well, with 
a maximum of five youths living 
at the ranch. However, in the 
middle of the past decade, Cali-
fornia changed its policy about 
how youths would be housed. 
Youth ranches no longer were 
allowed.

One of Shattuck’s daughters, 
Beth Tackaberry lives at the 

ranch with her husband with their 
own two foster children.

There is financial support 
from donors, and some rev-
enue from the Livermore Bingo 
Ranch, which Buenas Vidas 
leases. It also leases the Bingo 
Ranch out to other non-profits 
for fund-raising. However, the 
bingo income has been slowed 
by the recession.  

Buenas Vidas also operates a 
thrift store in downtown Liver-
more. It provides a few paid jobs 
for local residents. Other workers 
are volunteers.

The store was a revenue 
source in the past, but Shattuck 
said it has been losing money 
in the past few months, because 
of the recession. The board is 
looking for a strategy to change 
operations to avoid losses.

Although Buenas Vidas has 
no youth ranch program now,  
Shattuck and the board of direc-

tors still want one at the Tesla 
location.

Since the state won’t refer 
any boys now, Buenas Vidas has 
made contact with a group that 
helps to foster girls. The board 
of that organization will meet 
in September to see whether it 
wants to enter into a lease with 
Buenas Vidas to operate the 
ranch for its clients.

The Buenas Vidas board voted 
last week to authorize the staff 
to approach the group with the 
proposal.

Shattuck said that the commu-
nity has always been supportive 
of Buenas Vidas. He said he 
wanted to tell the story now, to 
ensure continued support.

“We are hitting some rough 
times, but we are shifting gears,” 
said Shattuck.

Ken Jacobson, the Buenas 
Vidas treasurer, has served on the 
board for 34 years. Others have 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory is receiving honors 
for its efforts to move break-
through ideas from the Lab into 
the marketplace. 

The Federal Laboratory Con-
sortium for Technology Transfer 
is a national network of fed-
eral laboratories that develops 
strategies and opportunities for 
connecting the labs to the mar-
ketplace.  Since it was founded in 
1984 it has sponsored awards to 
federal laboratories for projects 
that achieve excellence in this 
endeavor.  This year, as in previ-
ous years, the Lab dominated the 
competition by winning three 
awards:  Technology Transfer 
Professional of the Year, Out-
standing Commercialization 
Success, and Outstanding Tech-
nology Development.

Catherine Elizondo, a busi-
ness development executive in 
the Lab’s Industrial Partnerships 
Office, was selected as the Tech-
nology Transfer Professional of 
the Year.

Elizondo set a new Lab re-
cord for transferring seven tech-
nologies to companies in a single 
year. These licenses include 
national security technologies, 
particularly explosive detection 
kits and nuclear material detec-
tors. 

YOUTH RANCH
(continued from page one)

also been there almost as long, 
he said. It speaks to  the board’s 
stability, he added.

Another sign that Buenas 
Vidas wants to help people in 
the community is the drop-in 
day care center that it began a 
few months ago. The idea was to 
serve lower income parents who 
can’t afford the prices of other 
sources of day care, said board 
member Bill Sutcliffe.

However, Buenas Vidas had 
to close the facility, because the 
state said it needed three bath-
rooms. The building only had 
one. Renovation of the leased 
property would have been cost-
prohibitive, said Sutcliffe. If the 
landlord does not let Buenas 
Vidas out of the lease, there could 
be financial implications..

Residents who want to help as 
volunteers at Buenas Vidas can 
contact Laura Sheppard at the 
office number, 449-1177, said 
Jacobson.

Elizondo’s “excellent skills 
have made her the “go-to contact 
when inventors notify her of new 
research developments that lead 
to patentable and commercializ-
able technologies,” according 
to the award nomination. “She 
interacts at a nascent stage, 
assisting inventors with their 
funding opportunities as well as 
providing insights into company 
needs that could be filled by those 
technologies.”

“Catherine works closely with 
our staff to ensure technologies 
and concepts are carefully evalu-
ated for their technology transfer 
potential,” said Randy Chris-
tensen, a Weapons and Complex 
Integration scientist. “We rely 
heavily on her judgment concern-
ing the commercial viability of 
possible transfer candidates and 
on her thorough pursuit of poten-
tial licensing opportunities.”

One of the technology transfer 
agreements Elizondo shepherded 
for the Lab went to Ortec, a 
division of Advanced Measure-
ment Technology Inc. Ortec 
licensed Lab technology that it 
commercialized into a portable 
meter detecting illicit radioactive 
material.  

Outstanding Technology De-
velopment went to MEMS-Based 
Adaptive Optics Optical Coher-
ence Tomography

The National Eye Institute 
estimated that, by the year 2020, 
5.5 million Americans age 40 and 
older will have an eye disease 
leading to blindness or poor 
vision.  Prevention is possible 
through early diagnosis and treat-
ment, but the problem is that 
it is impossible for doctors to 
see beneath the surface of the 
retina, into the area where these 
diseases originate – until now.  
Lab scientists invented a way for 

ophthalmologists to take a 3D 
picture of the breadth and depth 
of the retina. 

The Lab team of Diana Chen, 
Scot Olivier and Steven Jones 
of the Physical & Life Sciences 
Directorate, collaborated with the 
University of California, Davis, 
Indiana University and the Bos-
ton Micromachines Corporation 
to develop a system to observe 
and record ultra-high resolution, 
non-invasive, 3-D retinal images 
in real time. 

The core technology is tomog-
raphy, an X-ray like technique 
that makes multiple images of 
sections of something, in this 
case, the retina.  These sections 
are then pieced together to create 
a 3D image of the retina.

Because the target is so small 
and the resolution needs to be 
so precise, optical-coherence 
tomography is merged with 
adaptive optics, a technology 
that reduces the distortions in 
optical systems by compensating 
for them – the same technology 
that’s used by the Hubble Space 
All this technology needs to be 
packaged into a very small device 
that’s less than 100 micrometers 
in any dimension so it can get 
near enough to the eye to work. 

In 2010 this same technol-
ogy won the R&D 100 Award 
as one of the most significant 
new technologies on the market.  
With the increasing population of 
aging baby boomers, the MEMS-
based Adaptive Optics OCT will 
become an important tool for 
ophthalmologists, optometrists 
and scientists in improving the 
quality of life for people suffer-
ing from vision loss and blind-
ness.

Outstanding Commercializa-
tion Success award was given to  
Glycophorin Cell Lines.

During its history, the Lab has 
been a pioneer in biology and has 
invented hundreds of cell lines.  
The advent of the human genome 
project had uncovered many new 
uses for these cell lines and has 
attracted corporate interest.  One 
of these cell lines can be used to 
produce a special monoclonal an-
tibody that might help research-
ers better understand cancer and 
heart disease. 

Glycophorin A is a protein 
that covers the outside of red 
blood cells.  It is responsible for 
letting sugar in and out of the 
cell.  Sometimes, this protein 
doesn’t work correctly and can-
cer or heart disease can result.  
Recent data suggests exposure 
to toxins can cause a mutation of 
Glycophorin A. 

Because Glycophorin A plays 
such an important role, scientists 
and researchers are very interest-
ed in finding out if it’s behaving 
correctly or if it’s mutated.  The 
monoclonal antibody interacts 
with the Glycophorin A and re-
veals whether it is mutated.  

eBioscience, a company that 
sells products to researchers in 
the areas of cellular immunity 
and oncology, found out about 
the Lab’s cell lines and con-
tacted the Lab’s IPO office in 
mid-2009.  Ida Shum was one of 
the members of the IPO office 
assigned to find out if and how 
the Lab’s intellectual property 
– and the actual cell lines – could 
be transferred to eBioscience.  
Lab scientist Cindy Thomas 
was integral in locating the cell 
lines and providing information 
on the original work done to 
validate them. The cell lines were 
transferred through a license to 
eBioscience and it quickly com-
mercialized the technology and 
now sells detection kits.

Lab Receives Three Tech Transfer Awards
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members of the community and 
businesses to help.” He suggested 
viewing a National Geographic 
video on global warming as “a 
good way to get started on your 
low carbon diet.”

In the case of business, a plan 
is needed to avoid variable and 
erratic energy costs that make it 
hard for businesses to survive. 
Another goal is to avoid further 
depletion of resources. Smith 
said that every implementation 
of green practices in Pleasanton 
has saved the city money. Solar 
installations to this point have 
made money.

Part of the plan is to be more 
aggressive with development 
when it comes to green building. 
That is necessary if the city is to 
meet its GHG reduction numbers, 
explained Smith.

A cost-benefit analysis is 
included. There will also be spe-
cific targets in order to determine 
the success of Pleasanton’s CAP. 
One unique feature in Pleasan-
ton’s plan is an interim goal of a 
9% reduction in GHG by 2015. 
At that time, the city would 
conduct an emission inventory 
to gauge the effectiveness of its 
CAP, he stated. 

Smith said that strategies to 
reduce greenhouse gases are di-
vided into five categories. They 
are land use and transportation, 
reduction of 25%; energy, 12%; 
sold waste reduction, 26%; water 
and wastewater, less than 1%; 
and community engagement, 
37%.

Vehicles produce 55 percent 
of the greenhouse gases. Smith 
said that building high density 
housing near BART and creat-
ing walking and biking friendly 
neighborhoods are expected to 
reduce vehicle miles traveled. In 
addition, the city could provide 
charging stations for electric 
vehicles and create incentives 
to use hybrid vehicles. Energy 
reduction goals could be reached 
by increasing the use of renew-
able energy generation and en-
ergy use.

Structures can be built to in-
crease efficiency. Those already 
built can be retrofitted. However, 
Smith said he would not recom-
mend requiring retrofitting. Some 
communities have required that 
homes be retrofitted at the time 
of sale. It has not been successful. 
The real estate market is difficult. 
Now would not be the time for 
a mandatory upgrade program. 
Another issue with a mandatory 
retrofit policy is lack of staff to 
enforce such a requirement.

The alternative would be to 
sponsor voluntary programs. 
These include programs through 
PG&E, tax credits for energy 
upgrades, streamlining solar 
permitting, water conservation, 
and work with realtors to spread 
information about the voluntary 
programs. 

The goal for waste reduction 
is zero for everyone by 2025. “If 
it can be recycled, we want that 
to happen.” Currently Pleasanton 
is at 73% recycling. The benefit 
of reducing waste disposal is the 
reduction in the production of 
methane. 

Smith noted that when it 
comes to national security, even 

the military is looking at ways 
to reduce its carbon footprint 
by 50% by 2020. He used as an 
example of what that would mean 
in cost terms by pointing out 
that it takes $400 to import one 
gallon of fuel into Afghanistan. 
Twelve million gallons of fuel 
are needed each day. A tank uses 
four gallons to travel one mile, 
which equals $1600 a mile. “We 
pay for that.”

Smith spoke to impacts on 
the environment of greenhouse 
gases. He said that come people 
believe in global warming; some 
don’t. There is a problem caused 
by burning fossil fuels. He ex-
plained that there are three types 
of carbon found in the atmo-
sphere, 12, 13 and 14. All of the 
increase in carbon found in the 
atompshere is carbon 12, the only 
type found in fossil fuels.

He pointed out that the United 
States uses more energy than 
any other nation per day. Other 
nations have a goal to have the 
same standard of living as we 
day. That would quadruple the 
use of energy worldwide. “We 
can’t control what other nations 
do. However, the good news 
is that the technology is avail-
able now to make greater use 
of renewable resources. Energy 
efficiency can reduce use by 33 
percent. We also have the tech-
nology to accomplish that now.” 
He anticipates that by 2030, fos-
sil fuels will represent only 13 
percent of energy costs. “That is 
sustainable.”

Smith added that given the 
current population growth, the 
energy and water required is not 
possible to attain under current 
practices. There is the potential 
for a water shortage. Experts 
predict water resources will 
be hit the hardest under global 
warming. 

Once the EIR is completed and 
the final plan approved, Pleasan-
ton will issue a request for quali-
fications for “performance con-
tracting” to help design, qualify 
and guarantee savings for such 
programs as replacing  current 
lighting with LEDs, more solar 
projects, and electric vehicle 
recharging stations. The savings 
would pay for the infrastructure, 
explained Daniel Smith, Director 
of Operation Services. “We need 
dedicated resources and funding 
to create a sustainable frame-
work. Performance contracting is 
one way to accomplish that.”

One member of the public, 
David Miller, disagreed with the 
premise that global warming is 
a reality. He said that climate 
models are not tracking actual 
data. He said that Pleasanton does 
not need to be the greenest city; 
it needs to be the most business 
friendly. “When the tombstone of 
California is engraved, it will say 
it died because of AB 32.”

Others spoke in favor of the 
CAP, including representatives 
of the business committee. A 
letter of support was sent by the 
Chamber of Commerce. Brad 
Hirst called it a finely forged and 
cooperative process. There is a 
strong theme of partnerships and 
collaborations. “It’s about educa-
tion, not regulation. The biggest 
challenge is to help the private 

sector create jobs.”
Homeowner and businessman 

David Stark said he had added 
energy efficiency to his home and 
yard, not necessarily because he 
is an environmentalist, but be-
cause they made his home more 
comfortable and reduced his use 
of water. He suggested that the 
city provide tangible examples 
of what can be done and what it 
would look like, as well as what 
makes sense for Pleasanton when 
it comes to energy efficiency and 
reduction in the use of water. 

The councilmembers weighed 
in with their views.

Cheryl Cook-Kallio pointed 
out that whether or not you be-
lieve in global warming, there 
are real benefits to preserving 
resources. It saves energy and 
money. She liked the idea of 
partnerships and the fact that the 
CAP does not exclude the idea of 
being business friendly.

Jerry Thorne was pleased 
that a cost-benefit analysis is 
included.

Matt Sullivan said the city 
does need to adopt the plan. “It is 
important for Pleasanton and the 
planet. Preserving the environ-
ment, promoting the economy 
and social equity creates sustain-
ability. It can be an economic 
engine. This is a great milestone 
for the City of Pleasanton.”

Cindy McGovern noted that 
the United States uses more of 
the world’s resources than is its 
share. “This is much more about 
being good stewards and leaving 
a world for future generations.”

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
commented, “This is a great 
plan. It’s been a long, long time 
in the making. We’ve been talk-
ing about these issues for years.  
(referring to the fact that she and 
Matt Sullivan had been talking 
about such ideas since they were 
elected). We have a long way 
to go with implementation and 
measuring the results.”

Some of the proposed actions 
are to provide information and 
resources to the community to 
affect behavior change; increase 
recycling, organics diversion, 
and waste reduction associated 
with the entire community;  sup-
port infill and higher density 
development; support mixed-use 
infill and new development near 
local-serving commercial areas; 
and use parking pricing/policy 
to discourage single occupancy 
vehicle travel. 

There would be goals to im-
prove transit systems and rider-
ship. Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
suggested studying how to pro-
vide a light rail system through-
out the city. 

 Other actions would be to 
provide safe options for those 
who walk and ride bicycles, 
develop a city fleet replacement 
program, and conserve commu-
nity water through building and 
landscape design and improve-
ments, as well as increase or 
establish use of reclalimed/grey 
water systems.

The  dra f t  CAP can  be 
viewed online http://at www.
pleasantongreenscene.org/media/
Pleasanton%20CAP_Draft_07-
11-11_0.pdf

CLIMATE
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to build nearly 2000 units of se-
nior housing in Doolan Canyon. 

Dublin may have high density 
residential development in mind 
for its eastern side. Livermore’s 
preference has been for open 
space, especially in view of its 
voter-approved urban growth 
boundary (UGB), which prevents 
Livermore from permitting urban 
development in the canyon. De-
velopment in Alameda County is 
also controlled by a UGB. There 
is no urban growth boundary on 
the Dublin side. Dublin is the 
only city where development 
could take place in Doolan Can-
yon without first going to voters 
to move a UGB.

Pacific Union Land Company 
proposes to develop the senior 
housing. Bruce Myers, vice 
president of land development 
for Pacific Union, said, “The 
exact number of units will not be 
known until there are develop-
ment hearings. The goal is low 
impact (on the environment).” 

Myers cited what he said 

would be the benefits of the 
development: installation of a 
golf course, proximity for the 
residents to a full cycle senior de-
velopment on the Staples Ranch 
in Pleasanton, and tax revenue 
from housing without children 
that would have an impacted lo-
cal schools.

Peter MacDonald, a Pleasan-
ton attorney representing Acacia 
Properties, which owns 1190 
acres to be used by Pacific Union, 
said that if Livermore seeks to 
have sphere of influence over 
Doolan, the application would 
fail automatically.

If it were Livermore’s in-
tention to keep the area rural, 
it violates what state law says 
are the conditions that a Local 
Agency Formation Commission 
(LAFCO) must meet in order to 
award a planning sphere to a city, 
said MacDonald.

Essentially, if Livermore 
gained the sphere control, it 
would force Livermore to de-
velop there in the next 10 or 15 

years, said MacDonald. “That is 
what the sphere of influence is all 
about,” he stated.

In direct contrast to MacDon-
ald’s assertion, city staff planner 
Steve Stewart said that a sphere 
of influence was granted to Thou-
sand Oaks in 2007. The city used 
it to annex land that would keep 
an open space buffer around it.

Livermore senior assistant 
attorney Jason Alcala said that 
he personally prepared some of 
the paperwork on that sphere of 
influence. He had left Thousand 
Oaks by the time it was given 
the sphere.

The Livermore Planning 
Commission’s vote for the rec-
ommendation to go for the sphere 
of influence was unanimous. 

Commissioner Michal Lea 
said that Livermore has shown 
a long history of citizen involve-
ment in settling land use issues. 
Having the sphere would provide 
Livermore with a chance to settle 
issues in Doolan Canyon.

Commissioner Harriet Cole 

said that she drove through the 
Doolan area on the day of the 
meeting. She emphasized, “This 
is an important piece of land for 
all of the people in the area.”

Commission chair Todd Storti 
added that the application is for a 
sphere of influence, not for an an-
nexation to Livermore. “It gives 
everyone a chance to start talking 
about the issues,” he said.

Residents of Doolan Canyon, 
and its eastern neighbor, Collier 
Canyon, which backs up to the 
discussed area, provided com-
ments, as did other residents 
concerned about preserving 
rangeland and open space.

Alison Batteate, a rancher 
who lives in Collier Canyon, 
said, “What it means to me is that 
I want to live in a rural area. I’d 
rather be in the Livermore sphere 
of influence than in Dublin’s.”

Howard Endean, who spoke 
for the Horizons East Equestrian 
Center, said, “The business feels 
like an endangered species. It’s 
getting harder to move, and find 
another place for 40 horses. The 
canyon provides a place for it.”

Tom McKinnon, who lives 
on Doolan Road, said that he op-
poses Livermore’s plan. He said 
that Livermore put in a water tank 
near him on the 107 acres that the 
city owns, but “never fixed the 
road.” He though Pacific Union 
and Dublin would do better, with 
road improvements that would 
accompany development. 

Commissioners and staff took 
an interest in McKinnon’s state-

ment about the road. Staff said 
that Livermore can communicate 
with residents there. It could try 
to improve the city’s stewardship 
on its 107-acre parcel, which 
is used for a water tank and an 
emergency communications 
tower.

Bob Blach, who lives on Col-
lier Canyon Road, said that he 
wants to see the city work up a 
plan for the area. He also said that 
the senior development “might 
work, if it were planned right. 
Livermore should do something, 
and mean it for the citizens out 
there,” said Blach.

Blach cited water as a need in 
the area. Commissioners asked 
Stewart if water could go out 
there. Stewart cited the city’s 
extension of water to a small  
number of homeowners near the 
Vasco Road landfill. However, 
that was financed by the landfill, 
and fees related to disposal. 

RANGELANDS LOOK
‘LIKE 150 YEARS AGO’
Bob Baltzer, who lives in 

Livermore, said, “This canyon 
is a pristine western rural valley 
a stone’s throw from I-580.  If 
you squint your eyes at some of 
the contemporary buildings, you 
can see back 150 years.  It is an 
absolute gem.”

Baltzer said that the grazing 
landscape should be preserved, 
and not converted to vineyards. 
“That’s not even commercially 
feasible,” he said. 

Dublin had suggested that 
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vineyards could be planted in 
the area.

In supporting the Livermore 
sphere, Baltzer said that the area 
is part of  an ABAG program for 
preservation of identified wildlife 
resources. The city has had a 
long-held priority for preserva-
tion. EBRPD owns land there for  
what is designated as the future 
Doolan Canyon Regional Pre-
serve with trails and recreation. 

MacDonald also spoke about 
the EBRPD land and trails 
planned for the area. He said 
that they could be well-planned 
in coordination with building the 
Pacific Union development, and 
its planning open space.

Baltzer said that the  Tri-Val-
ley Business Council’s working 
landscape plan also suggests 
using the area of mitigation for 
wildlife resources, and possible 
addition of equine operations for 
recreation.

Acacia Properties bought the 
land at rangeland prices, said 
Baltzer. “We have no obliga-
tion to make speculators rich,” 
he said.

Laura Mercier, representing 
the Tri-Valley Conservancy, said 
that the non-profit has studied 
North Livermore. The Conser-
vancy board is concerned about 
“unbridled development in the 
area.”

The planning commission’s 
recommendation to apply for a 
sphere of influence will now go 
to the city council.

STAR test results for Liver-
more and Pleasanton public 
schools show some gains and 
some steady patterns, according 
to data from the state Department 
of Education.

The data released last week 
form the basis of the Academic 
Performance Index (API) scores. 
Those were due to be formulated 
and then released on Aug. 24, af-
ter the Independent’s deadline.

The STAR results for Liver-
more showed good progress, 
said district curriculum director 
Melinda Hall. 

Eight of 10 grade levels tested 
showed increases in the per-
cent of students proficient and 
above in English Language Arts 
(ELA).

Five of seven grade levels 
tested in math showed an in-
crease in percent of students 
proficient and above.

The testing results are broken 
down into various subgroups, 
such as socio-economically 
disadvantaged, special educa-
tion, and some minority ethnic 
groups. 

Hall said, “Most of our sub-
groups made significant growth 

in ELA and math. Also, we are 
really proud of our strong sci-
ence scores, because they are up 
at grades 5, 8, and 10.”

“Although there are some ar-
eas where we need improvement 
in certain grade levels and subject 
areas, we had a well-attended 
event this month with teachers. 
We talked about  the focus of 
where our work would need to 
focus to improve learning for all 
students,” said Hall.

In Pleasanton, assistant super-
intendent, educational services 
Cindy Galbo said that looking 
across the district’s schools, “a 
couple were a few points up, oth-
ers were down a few points, but 
overall the same (as the previous 
year).”

Galbo called the relative sta-
bility a positive, given the impact 
on our schools (from finances). 
“It’s a challenge for us.”

“We continue to see the 
achievement gap among His-
panic and African American stu-
dents, special education students, 
and the lower socioeconomic 
students,” said Galbo.

The district has been work-
ing hard on closing the gap. 

However, it’s difficult because 
of larger class sizes, up from 20 
to 25 in k-3, and increased by 
two or three more students at the 
middle and high school levels, 
said Galbo.

Also slowing STAR test score 
progress was the cutback of the 
seven-period day to six periods at 
the high school level. There also 
was less staff development time 
for teachers in the past school 
year, there were fewer training 
opportunities for teachers, and 
the district slowed purchase of 
texts to save money.

“You worry that it eventually 
will have a negative impact. We 
are encouraged that our teachers 
did a fine job,” said Galbo.

Some Gains, but STAR Scores Mostly Steady
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The West Coast Wicked U14 girls soccer team took first place 
at the Mission Bell Classic in Central Marin.  This newly formed 
Livermore-based team won its first tournament of the season 
with an unbelievable 36 out of 40 possible points.   The team 
swept all four of the games they played with only allowing one 
point against.  Teamwork and good sportsmanship dominated 
the tournament play.  Pictured in front is Goal Keeper Jessie 
Cahill; (middle row, from left)  Erica Dias, Misha Brewster, Selina 
Cardoza , Jordyn Brauer, Shelby Deihl, Claire Soule , Shasta 
Grant; (top row) Manager Seth Brewster , Adilene Ruiz, Jenavieve 
Rutherford, Carliegh Thurman, Miciah Madison , Nadia Ranagan, 
Cameo Schubert, Molly Scheid and Coach Stuart Rafferty.

The West Coast U14 Girls' Wild Mustang soccer team beat out 
topnotch local and out of state teams to take home the coveted 
Crystal Cup first place prize from the Mustang Stampede.  
The girls fired on all cylinders, playing 6 games in one of the 
best known premier elite tournaments in the country.   The 
championship game was a dramatic showdown against the 
formidable Diablo FC.  The girls beat Diablo 1- 0.  Pictured are 
(back row, left to right) Morgan Rodriguez, Genevieve Rutherford, 
Sydney Lunt, Megan Amick, Amanda Valentine, Emilie Allum, 
Hanna Beauchamp, Jacey Luzzi, Miciah Madison, Samantha 
Rhoads, Rachel Tungol, and coach Troy Dayak; (middle row) 
Bridget Rittman, Adi Ruiz, Alyssa del Castillo, Carleigh Thurman, 
Tori Nicolo, Autumn Smithers, Allyson Marty, Melissa Ellis, and 
(front row) U9 players Maddie Allum and Trinity Sandridge.

The All American Sports Academy 14A Girls Softball Travel 
Team won the ASA Western National Softball Tournament 
Championship, beating out 98 teams from across the Western 
United States.  The All American Sports Academy team was the 
only undefeated team at the tournament, winning nine games 
and beating Southern California’s San Diego Power Surge in 
the Championship game 4-2. Local players include Taylor Zehr 
and Alyssa Gonzalez, both from Livermore and Jennifer Ng from 
Pleasanton.  The balance of the travel team consists of girls from 
all over the East Bay and Central Valley:  Sierra Alamo, Christina 
Brown, Ashley Delreal, Deanne Garza, Jessica Garcia, Taylor 
Lutz, Elianna and Sierra Mello and Madilyn Nickles.  The team 
was coached by Joe Mello, Pancho Garcia and Darrell Lutz.Livermore Fusion

Livermore Fusion SC U-10 Maroon 
Girls team ended the pre-season tourna-
ment schedule by playing in the Walnut 
Creek Summer Jam, August 13th and 
14th.

The Maroon team opened against a 
very fast and physical team from Diablo 
FC.  Diablo took advantage of an early 
start, scoring in the first few minutes of 
the first half, it would be the only goal al-
lowed by Fusion for the remainder of the 
tournament.  Close calls and near misses 
plagued Fusion during their first game 
as they came up short in their opening 
game 1-0.

Fusion reversed the tables vs. their 
next two opponents, scoring quickly in 
each game and came out on the winning 
end 2-0 against East Diablo Unified as 
well as host Walnut Creek.

Fusion then opened up the offense a 
bit more in their final game vs. Bay Oaks, 
resulting in a 3-0 final that included many 
other scoring chances that just missed 
their marks. 

Head Coach Laura King had the 
players playing many different positions 
in preparation for their upcoming league 
and State Cup schedules.  Players Gracey 
Walke, Justynne Thomas, Sierra Street, 
Mia Mendoza, Claire March, Kayla Lewis, 
Gracie Dupuis, Lexi Borgna, Taylor Bond, 

and Lilly Ackerman all played exception-
ally well and contributed to Fusion’s  
timely scoring and swarming, shut down 
defensive effort.

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Soccer U-9 Fury played 

in the DFC Summer Classic Friendly 
August 20 and 21.

First game against a prepared WCC 
Sparks team, the Fury peppered the goal 
for 18 shots while not allowing any shots 
on goal.  Every player on Fury was in 

the zone with Kelena Brongiel, Laura 
Gonzalez, and Alyssa Garza playing im-
pact soccer.

Game two, played against a well 
coached Mustang Stars team, was a true 
battle between to local up and coming 
teams. Both clubs look forward to the 
development of these fine young players. 
Again the Fury out shot there opponent 
15-4 for there second win on Saturday. 
Allison Rickman and Trinity Sandridge 
answered the physical challenge levied 
from the Stars and putting in two goals 
to secure the win. Haiden Arruda was 

outstanding in goal.
Game 3 on Sunday was a real test 

for the u-9 players. Playing a skilled 
ball control team in Castro Valley Gold, 
Fury’s shots on goal were limited to 9 
with Castro Valley’s goalie making some 
amazing saves. Fury allowed 5 shots 
with two perfectly placed finding the 
net. Ally Thompson and Madeline Allum 
continued the pressure offensively, and 

shutting things down defensively, play-
ing the no quit style WCS players learn 
during training. Castro Valley Gold had 
a tough time getting across half field in 
the second half due to a stout defense led 
by Kate Zeck.

Professional and long time coach Sara 
Girotto felt the experience was exciting 
and vital for all participating teams.
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HEAVY EVENTS (ATHLETICS) are part of the annual 146th Annual Scottish Games and Gathering 
held Labor Day weekend at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. This year features 
the IHGF World Highland Games Super Series World Team Championship with 12 professionals 
in six two-man teams representing the U.S., Canada, Britain & Europe. The 12 pro athletes also 
compete individually in the World Championship for the caber and weight-for-height.  In addition, 
Men's Amateur, Women's Open, Two Men's Masters and one Women's Master divisions competing 
in the 37th U.S. Invitational Championships. Heavy events include the caber toss, putting of the 
stone, weight for distance, weight for height, and the Scottish hammer.  Dates for the Scottish 
Games are Sept. 3 and 4.  For advance tickets or more information, go to www.caledonian.org.

The 12 and under Granada All-Star tournament team from 
Livermore captured its first USSSA tournament at Big League 
Dreams Park in Manteca the weekend of August 13.  They went 4 
and 0 in this Back to School Bash tournament.  Pictured (starting 
top left) are assistant coach Kevin Riddiough, assistant coach  
Morgan Taylor, Head coach Jim Geyer; (second row) Grant 
Riddiough, Nick McClendon, Austin Moomau, Jackson Taylor 
and Noah Stewart; (front row) Andrew Walker, Tyler Stultz, Zack 
Macintire, Sam Miller and Cameron Geyer.

West Coast Wrath U11 girl’s soccer team went undefeated in the 
Dublin Shamrock Classic, bringing home the first place trophy. 
The girls were challenged by a tough Castro Valley team in the 
finals. They played with confidence, poise, an impenetrable 
defense, and killer shots on goal to win the championship. 
Pictured are (front left to right)  Sierra Bettencourt, Fran Hyde, 
Kylie Karter, Lindsey Philips, Abby Hoobing, Hayley Thompson; 
(top row) Allyssa George, Anneliese Widmann, Kate Wallace, 
Kelsi Green, TylerRene Enderlein, Abby Andrews and Coach 
Paul Giamona. Not pictured was Kaylie Lawsen.

Edge Gymnastics  
Edge Gymnastics opened its compul-

sory competitive season this past weekend 
at the NorCal Judges Cup held in Rancho 
Cordova on Aug. 20. The team placed 
second out of 12 participating gyms. Top 
individual results were:

“Younger” age group: Samantha Fred-
rickson placed second on beam and floor, 
and third on vault, as well as second all 
around. Amy Noda placed first on beam, 
third on vault, and third all around.

“Middle A” age group: Jennifer 
Dawson placed first on beam. Stephanie 
Lowe placed first on floor, second on 
vault and first all around. Jessica Pulver 
placed first on bars and second all around. 
Skylar Relova placed second on beam. 
Hannah Skepner placed second on bars 
and third on vault.

“Middle B” age group: Isabella Balda-
cci placed second on bars and beam, and 
second all around. Sophia Kalliaras placed 
first on floor and third on beam.

“Older” age group: Sarah Fletcher 
placed third on vault.

The next competition for Edge’s Level 
6 team will be September 10-11 in Elk 
Grove, CA. 

Pleasanton Seahawks
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim 

team turned up the heat at the Walnut 
Creek Aqua Bear C/B/A+ End of Sum-
mer Swim Classic producing many best 
times and new cuts.  Marking the end of 
the 2010/2011 swim season, the meet was 
held August 12-14 at DVC.         

Results are as follows:
Pre-Novice Group: New B Times: 

Grace Huang (25 free); Amala Rao (25 
free/back); Vasuki Rao (25 back); Vivian 
Sun (25 free/back); David Yang (100 free). 
And big congratulations to our first time 
meet participants: Vivian Sun, Dominick 
Wonosaputra and Amanda Ng.

Novice II Group:  New B Time:  
Bryson Huey (25 free); New A Time:  
Emily Tsai; 100% Best Times: Sameer 
Sandhir, Bryson Huey and Emily Tsai.

 Intermediate 1 Group: New B Times: 
Samantha Snow, Darron Dai, Eric Wu 
& Chris Lam; New A Times: Duhita 
Gondhalekar, Olivia Kim, Kyle Kenny 
& Nick Wonosaputra; 100% Best Times: 
Adi Mehta, Kyle Kenny, Chris Lam & 
Jared Peters.

Varsity Group: New A Times: Ryan 
Vicencio & Andrew Song.

Junior Group Nja Zuniga made her 
first 11-12 JO in the 50 fly.

Scholarship Run
The 16th annual Back to School 

Scholarship Run will be held on Saturday, 
September 17, at Shadow Cliffs Regional 
Park, 2500 Stanley Blvd., Pleasanton.  This 
end-of–the-summer run is sponsored by 

the Northern California Association of 
Sales & Marketing Companies.

The Scholarship Run raises funds 
for college scholarships that are offered 
to children of parents whom work in the 
California food industry.  This special 
event is well known for its famous Monster 
Goody Bag, given to each participant (First 
300 entrants guaranteed.  First come, first 
served after that).  The Monster Goody 
Bags are overfilled with grocery items 
provided by more than 40 sponsors.  This 
special door prize is worth more than the 
event’s entry fee!

The Back to School Scholarship 
Run features three races, with courses 
running through the park and the park’s 
trails: 10K Run, 5K Run & Walk, and a 
Children’s Mile.  The10K Race and 5K 
Walk & Run courses are made up of small 
rolling-hill trails that run throughout the 
scenic Shadow Cliffs Regional Park.  The 
Children’s Mile course is laid out through 
a portion of the park’s lawn area. 

Each participant will receive a 
commemorative T-shirt, refreshments, 
snacks, entry into a huge prize raffle, and 
the first 300 registered entrants will be 
guaranteed to receive the famous Back 
to School Scholarship Run’s Monster 
Goodie Bag.

Entry fees for either the 10K Run or 
5K Walk/Run are $30.00 pre-registered, 
$35.00 race-day registration.   The 
Children’s Mile Run is $10.00 pre-regis-
tered, and $12.00 race-day registration.  
Check-in and race-day registration will 
open at 7:00 a.m., with both 10K and 
5K events will start at 8:30 a.m.  The 
Children’s Mile will begin around 9:30 
a.m.  The post-race awards, raffle, and 
prize give-away ceremony is scheduled 
to start around 10:00 a.m.

For more Back to School Scholarship 
Run information and/or an application, 
contact On Your Mark Race Events at 
209-795-7832, or visit their webite.  
Participants can register online at Ac-
tive.com.

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Wrath (U11 Girls) opened 

the Shamrock tournament with a win 
against a battling Pleasanton Rage Black 
team.  They also won their second game 
despite valiant defending by Heritage.   
In both games the girls showed off their 
newly taught skills – including an impen-
etrable defense (Fran, Kaylie, Allyssa, 
Kylie, Sierra and Lindsey).  The team of 
13 girls started playing together 4 months 
ago and are made up of 5 former bronze 
players, and 8 from the rec league.   

On Sunday, a hard fought win against a 
battling Dublin side meant a final spot for 
Wrath.  The final was played against Castro 
Valley, who were also unbeaten heading 
into the final.  Castro Vally worked hard in 

the first half but with good work from the 
back, Wrath went into at half time with a 
2-0 lead.  In the second half, Wrath played 
from the back with solid defending from 
Sierra ,Fran and Lindsey.  The midfield and 
attack – Tyler, Kylie, Hayley, Anneliese, 
Kelsi, Abby H, Abby A, Allyssa and Kate  
worked together and scored 3 more goals 
for an eventual 5-0 win.  Seventeen goals 
were scored over the weekend, with three 
from Hayley, and others from Abby H., 
Abby A. to name a few.

CYO Golf Tourney
St. Michael’s/St. Charles CYO Bas-

ketball program invites all golfers to join 
in the fun at the 1st Annual CYO Golf 
Tournament to be held Friday, September 
16th, 2011, at Las Positas Golf Course in 
Livermore. A shotgun start will begin at 
1:00 p.m. $120.00 per player with a ban-
quet dinner included. Dinner only guests 
- $35.00. Sponsors needed at $100.00 
per tee. Raffle prizes as well as per hole 
contests. Looking for foursomes or we can 
match you up that day. For more informa-
tion, please contact Norma Jean via email 
at njfromindy@yahoo.com.

This fund-raising effort will help 
to reduce fees and provide scholarship 
funds for young athletes participating in 
Livermore’s Catholic Youth Organization 
Basketball program this fall. Many youths 
can’t afford the registration fees associated 
with various sports programs. 

Bocce Kits for Rent
Following the debut of two new bocce 

courts at the freshly renovated Bothwell 
Park, the Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District is now making bocce ball kits 
available for rent to the public.

Bocce ball kits can be checked out for a 
week at a time from the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. The kits are available 
at the front counter from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday.

Rental for one week is $20, plus a 
$40 refundable deposit by credit card or 
cash – a total of $60. The $40 deposit is 
refundable if equipment is returned in good 
condition. Kits are rented on a first-come, 
first-served basis; reservations are not 
available in advance. Rental of a bocce 
ball kit does not guarantee a bocce ball 
court will be available.

The Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center is located at 4444 East Ave., 
Livermore. Bothwell Park is located at 
2466 Eighth St., Livermore. For more 
information, call 925-373-5700.

Water Polo Registration
Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District (LARPD) is offering two water 
polo programs this fall. Six to ten year 
old athletes can register for Splashball, a 
“T-ball” version of water polo. Splashball 
meets on Fridays from 3:45-5:15pm at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center 
pool from September 7 through November 
14 and costs $72. 

Older or experienced athletes can 
register for the 14 & Under LAZERS 
team. The LAZERS team practices on  
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
from 4-5:30pm at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center pool from September 
7 through November 18 and costs $275. 
All experience levels are welcome.  

To register, call 925-373-5751, or visit 
www.larpd.dst.ca.us. For more informa-
tion about the LAZERS, visit lazerswp.
clubspaces.com

The Board of Directors for 
the Alameda County Agricul-
tural Fair Association announced 
its intent to fill three vacant posi-
tions on the Fair Board, due to 
recent retirements. All interested 
parties are required to complete 
and submit a formal applica-
tion by Friday, Sept 16, 2011. 
Formal Applications are avail-
able by calling the CEO’s office 
at (925) 426-7501. Applicants 
should include information on 
their community involvement, 
as well as brief detail on how 
their experience and professional 
expertise would be of benefit to 
the Fair Association. Applicants 
must reside within the County 
of Alameda.

Submissions should be sent 
to: Alameda County Agricultural 
Fair Association. Attn: Execu-
tive Committee, 4501 Pleasanton 
Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 94566

The Board of Directors is 
responsible for policy over-
sight and general operation of 
the 256-acre Alameda County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. The 
Fairgrounds is home to more 

than 300 events year round, with 
an annual attendance in excess 
of 3,000,000 patrons. Since the 
Fair Association is a 501(c)3 
Nonprofit Corporation, no com-
pensation is provided to its Board 
Members. Board Members are 
requested to invest a minimum 
of 10 hours each month.

PRESIDENT AND VICE 
PRESIDENT

At its Annual Business Meet-
ing in July, the Fair Board elected 
its Board Officers for the coming 
year. Board Member Patrick 
O’Brien moves into his second 
year as President. O’Brien is 
the Chief Financial Officer for 
Leisure Sports in Pleasanton. His 
responsibilities include financial 
planning, debt financing, prop-
erty sales and acquisitions and 
legal matters. He also coordi-
nates the entitlement process for 
development projects. O’Brien 
has a strong background in both 
finance and real estate devel-
opment, and is a CPA. “To be 
associated with an organization 
that is here to specifically serve 
the community is a pleasure, to 

be named President is an honor. 
With my background and nine 
years of Board Member service 
under my belt, I am confident in 
my abilities and vision to guide 
the Fairgrounds into the future,” 
said O’Brien. “Outgoing Presi-
dent Anthony Pegram did a great 
service for the Board and I simply 
look to extend his progress and 
establish new strengths within 
the Association.” O’Brien began 
his service on the Fair Board in 
2001.

Board Member Janet Lock-
hart continues her role as Vice 
President. She is the former 
Mayor of Dublin and currently 
serves as the Executive Director 
of Dublin Partners in Educa-
tion. Prior to her election to the 
Dublin City Council, Lockhart 
was a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Dublin Cham-
ber of Commerce for several 
years, serving as President of 
the Board in 1995. Her strong 
commitment to the community 

has included employment as a 
school librarian, owner of a small 
business, and published author of 
children’s books. Lockhart began 
her service on the Fair Board in 
2005 when she was appointed by 
Supervisor Nate Miley.

For more information, visit 
www.AlamedaCountyFair.com, 
or call (925) 426-7600.

Seats Open on Alameda County Fair Board
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have been very pleased by the 
increase in pedestrian traffic 
the concert series has brought 
to the area. According to Koo, 
“A flock of new customers have 
come to know about us and now 
visit regularly as a result of the 
concerts.”

The three final Friday Nights 
LIVE! performances for 2011 
will continue to feature local 
artists. The five-piece band, 
Soundchek, will perform an 
evening of classic modern rock 
on Friday, September 2. Based in 
Livermore, this group performs 
at venues throughout the Bay 
Area offering favorite hits from 
the biggest names in classic rock 
and roll to popular hits of the 
1990s.

On Friday, September 9, the 
Jessica Caylyn Band will bring 
a fresh country/alternative pop 
sound to the downtown stage. 
Caylyn, a young local singer/
songwriter, recently recorded 
her first EP in Nashville, “On the 
Edge,” now available on itunes 
and amazon.com. Caylyn and her 
band cover chart-topping country 
hits with her own original songs 
mixed in.

Kicking off the third annual 
guitar festival, the final Fri-
day Nights LIVE! concert on 
September 16 will feature Los 
Angeles-based jazz and world 
music guitarist Jon Mulvey. An 
accomplished stage and studio 
musician, Mulvey has been tour-
ing since the age of 15 and was a 
member of the band Mingus for 
more than 10 years. Described as 
a “unique and interesting voice in 
the modern guitar community,” 
Mulvey’s recently released al-
bum of world fusion and acoustic 
jazz entitled, “This and That,” 
was praised by Guitar Interna-
tional as extremely diverse and 
melodic.

LVPAC Guitar Fest LIVE!, 
produced in association with 
Guitar Player magazine, opens 
with a performance by Grammy 
Award-winning jazz fusion gui-
tarist Lee Ritenour and special 
guest James Robinson at 8:00 
p.m. on September 16 in the 
Bankhead Theater. The festival 
continues with free clinics, a 
guitar gear showcase, and live 
outdoor music and refreshments 
both on the stage outside the 
Bankhead and at Blacksmith 
Square on Saturday afternoon, 
September 17. The event culmi-
nates that evening with a final 
concert in the Bankhead Theater 
at 8:00 p.m. with legendary slide 
guitarist Sonny Landreth and 
guest artists Eric Gales and the 
Michael Landau Group. All con-
certs on the outdoor stage are free 
to the public. Tickets for LVPAC 
Guitar Fest LIVE! performances 
in the Bankhead Theater range 
from $39 to $62 with $14 student 
tickets available.

In addition to sponsoring both 
Friday Nights LIVE! and LVPAC 
Guitar Fest LIVE!, the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center
offers the year-round LVPAC 
Presents series now in its fifth and 
largest season. LVPAC Presents 
highlights performers in music, 
dance and other performing arts 
with more than 45 events sched-
uled through June and more an-
ticipated for the summer of 2012. 
Upcoming shows include the 
skills of the National Acrobats of 
the People’s Republic of China 
on September 15, an intimate 
evening with singer/songwriter 
Jimmy Webb on September 27, 
and the NY-based dance group 
TAP KIDS on October 3.

The Bankhead Theater is 
located at 2400 First Street in 
Downtown Livermore. The ticket 
office is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 12:00 noon to 
6:00 p.m. On performance days 
the ticket office remains open 
through intermission. To pur-
chase tickets or for more infor-
mation, call 925-373-6800 or 
visit www.bankheadtheater.org

For more information, contact 
the Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center:  925-373-6100 or 
www.livermoreperformingarts.
org

their passports and left behind 
their tents. Those, along with 
food, were provided for them in 
Sweden. 

After the opening ceremony 
kicked off the Jamboree, the 
Scouts settled into a week of or-
ganized activities in the morning 
and free time in the afternoons. 
The Scouts spent much of that 
free time trading paraphernalia 
and trinkets such as uniforms, 
neckerchiefs, neckerchief slides, 
patches, pins, and hats. 

The point of the trading was 
not to accumulate stuff, but to 
encourage socializing among 
the troops from many parts of 
the world. However, that doesn’t 
mean the Livermore Scouts don’t 
cherish many of the treasures 
they brought home. 

Some of Michael’s favor-
ite items were a pair of Dutch 
wooden clogs and a Mexican 
bottle opener. Trevor is espe-
cially proud of a jacket with four 
patches from different Jamborees 
that he received from a Thai troop 
and a Korean Scouting backpack. 
Among Jeff’s most treasured 
items are uniforms from different 
countries, especially a light blue 
uniform from Italy, and a Dutch 
neckerchief slide in the shape 
of clogs. 

The trading and free time led 
to casual encounters with troops 
from other countries. Trevor 
spent time with a troop from 
Hong Kong and was surprised to 
learn that many of their percep-

tions of the United States come 
from television. 

“They were perplexed when 
I said my high school is not just 
like ‘High School Musical,’” he 
said. “They were also surprised 
that Americans can drive at age 
16. It seems like in many other 
countries, you can legally drink 
alcohol before you can drive.”

The Scouts were impressed 
with a troop from Uganda who 
traveled to Sweden by bicycle—
an approximately 7,000-mile 
one-way trip. Another surprise 
was the pervasiveness of Ameri-
can culture. “All of the music we 
heard was American, mostly pop 
music we’d already grown tired 
of,” says Jeff.

Thanks to social network-
ing, the Livermore Scouts are 
staying in close touch with the 
friends they made at the World 
Jamboree. Jeff has been talking 
to some friends from Sweden 
regularly on Skype. 

“This was the first World Jam-

boree where Facebook was ubiq-
uitous,” says Trevor. “It makes it 
really easy to stay in touch.”

Jeff, Trevor, and Michael 
are all hoping to attend the next 
World Scouting Jamboree, which 
will take place in Japan in the 
summer of 2015. They’ll be too 
old to attend as Scouts, but will 
apply to be staff members. Jeff’s 
father, Joe Beaulieu, attended the 
2011 World Scouting Jamboree 
as a staff member—his first time 
ever at a World Jamboree.

The 2019 World Scouting 
Jamboree will be held at The 
Summit Bechtel Family National 
Scout Reserve in West Virginia. 
This will be the first time in 52 
years that the World Scouting 
Jamboree is held in the United 
States. 

To learn more about the World 
Scouting Jamboree, visit www.
scouting.org/worldjamboree. For 
more information on the 2011 
World Scouting Jamboree, visit 
www.worldscoutjamboree.se.

JAMBOREE
(continued from page one)

CONCERTS
(continued from page one)

Jessica Caylyn Band will bring a fresh country/alternative pop 
to the concert series.
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Beth Stevenson Brewster
Beth Stevenson Brewster, 

92, died August 19, 2011 at the 
home of her daughter Nancy in 

Mapleton, 
Utah. She 
was born 
i n  R u t h , 
N e v a d a 
on August 
28, 1918 to 
John Henry 
Stevenson 
and Hilda 
C o f f m a n 
Stevenson. 
She grew 

up in Garfield, Utah and attended 
Cypress High School.

She married Harold Ballard 
Richardson. They later divorced. 
She married Kyle Hayes Brews-
ter and later divorced. She sang 
in the Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
for 21 years. She was a member 
of the “Forty-Niners” all her 
adult life. This was a returned 
missionary group from the LDS 
Swiss-German mission circa 
1934-1939.

She moved to California at 
age 48 and began a new chapter 
in her life. She retired from Law-
rence Livermore National Labo-
ratory, retired as a docent at the 
Oakland Museum, and sang in 
several area choruses. She was a 
member of the Symphony Guild, 
was a published author and prize 
winning poet, and enjoyed folk 
dancing until an auto accident 
made that impossible. She was 
a member of the Sierra Club and 
hiked the Sierras. She loved El-
derhostel and traveled the world 
visiting every continent but one. 
She said she’d leave that one to 
the penguins.

Beth was preceded in death by 
her parents; a brother and sister; 
her sons, Robert Eugene Richard-
son, Kyle Stevenson Brewster, 
Randall Hayes Brewster; daugh-
ter, Stephanie B. Whitesides; and 
grandson, David Whitesides. She 
is survived by daughters: Nancy 
B. Athay, Mapleton, Utah and 

Gilbert R. (Gib) Marguth, Jr., 
a longtime Livermore resident 
who served his community as 
mayor, councilmember, Zone 
7 water board member, Assem-
blyman, and California assistant 
superintendent of public instruc-
tion, died Aug. 19, 2011.

Marguth was 77 years old. He 
had been suffering from cancer 
for 12 years, but showed up for 
work every day, until about three 
weeks ago, said his daughter, 
Karen Marguth, of Fresno.

Livermore Mayor Marshall 
Kamena, who served on the city 
council in the 1970s, when Mar-
guth was politically active, said 
Monday, “It is a terrible loss the 
for the community. He was a fine 
man. I liked him very much.”

Kamena added, “Marguth 
was always a friend to me, when 
I needed advice on such issues as 
redevelopment, the performing 
arts theater, and transportation.”

The Rev. Steve Wilde, pastor 
at First Presbyterian Church in 
Livermore, said that Marguth 
“loved our church. He gave an 
incredible amount of himself and 
his wisdom. He really made a dif-
ference in our community.”

Marguth’s vision was always 
working two or three steps ahead, 

Former Livermore Mayor and 
Assemblyman Gib Marguth Dies

said Wilde. “He was an elder 
in our church in six different 
decades. He was the one most 
instrumental in renovating and 
remodeling our church campus,” 
said Wilde.

“Gib was a great leader, a 
visionary, a faithful man. He will 
be missed a lot by our church and 
community.”

Marguth was elected to the 
Livermore City Council in the 
late 1960s, then became mayor. 
He d later served on the Zone 7 
Water Agency board. A Repub-
lican, Marguth was elected to 
the Assembly in 1981, where 
he served one term. He went on 
to become California Assistant 
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion.

Marguth’s professional life 
was also very active. He grew 
up in Portland, Ore., earned his 
degree at Oregon State Univer-
sity, and was hired as an engi-
neer at Sandia Laboratories in 
Livermore.

Marguth started his own com-
pany, Livermore Data Systems, 
and worked on development of 
an early version of the mobile 
phone. Kamena recalled that the 
first time he met Marguth was 

when he showed up at a city 
council meeting with the phone, 
an elaborate piece of equipment 
that he carried around in an at-
tache case.

Karen Marguth said that her 
father was working with Sony to 
develop the phone, but he later 
sold the business.

After his political career, Mar-
guth went to Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL). He 
was one of the professionals 
taking on the early work on the 
Lab’s technology transfer to 
private industry. This blossomed 
into a major project, and laid 
the groundwork for the current 
Livermore i-GATE and Liver-
more Valley Open Campus.

He was currently serving as 
chairman of the LLNL Retirees 
Association.

Marguth’s last job was for 
three years with the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory 
in Golden, Colo. He continued 
to live in Livermore.

Arrangements will be made 
with Callaghan Mortuary in 
Livermore. A service is set for 
11 a.m., Sept. 10, at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 5th and L 
Streets, Livermore.

Crystine B. West (Chuck), Alam-
eda, California; 15 grandchildren, 
19 great-grandchildren and many 
great-great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be 
held at Mapleton City Park at 11 
a.m. Thursday, August 25. This 
is open to family and friends. No 
tears will be allowed, at Mom’s 
instructions. She will be buried 
at the family plot at Evergreen 
Cemetery, Springville, Utah. 

Arrangements handled by 
Wheeler Mortuary, Springville, 
Utah.

Helen Branman
Helen “Trink” Branman en-

tered peacefully into rest Sat-
urday, August 20, 2011 at her 
home in Livermore, California 
at the age of 88. Born December 
20, 1922 in Van, Pennsylvania 
to the late James and Sophia 
Beichner, Helen was preceded 
in death by her siblings Elmo 
and Margaret. Helen married 
Raymond Schettler in January of 
1946 and together they had five 
children: Peggy McGinley, Jim, 
Mike, Dave, and Dan Schettler.  
Before moving to California in 
1964, Helen volunteered as a 
school nurse at her children’s’ 
school and then continued to 
work as a Psychiatric Nurse at 
the Camarillo State Hospital in 
California. 

A Livermore resident since 
1990, Helen was a devoted Cath-
olic and member of St. Charles 
Borromeo Church.  After her 
husband of 48 years passed away, 
Helen remarried long-time friend 
Lee Branman in 2000. Together 
Lee and Helen enjoyed playing 
bridge and traveling. 

Helen is survived by her hus-
band Lee, 5 children, 16 grand-
children, and 5 great-grandchil-
dren, her loving siblings Ruth, 
Jean, Gertrude, James, Patricia, 
and Joseph, a host of nieces and 
nephews, relatives, and friends. 
Helen touched many lives as a 
mother, friend, and nurse. She 
will be missed but will live on 

forever in the hearts of her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

Friends and family are invited 
to join us in celebrating Helen’s 
life. A memorial Mass will be 
held on Friday, August 26, 2011 
at 11:30am, Saint Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic Church, 1315 
Lomitas Avenue, Livermore, 
California. To continue Helen’s 
tradition of helping others, dona-
tions may be made to St. Charles 
Borromeo or Hope Hospice in 
her honor.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Ronald C. Jorgenson
Resident of Livermore
December 24, 1937-August 11, 
2011

Ron passed away peacefully 
at home 
with his 
f a m i l y 
b y  h i s 
s ide on 
A u g u s t 
11, 2011 
a f t e r  a 
c o u r a -
g e o u s 
b a t t l e 
with can-
cer. Ron 
was born 
in Silver-
ton, Or-

egon on December 24, 1937, son 
of Rueben and Opal Jorgenson.  
He was raised in Valsetz, Oregon, 
a lumber mill town that closed in 
1984.  He graduated from Silver-
ton High School in Oregon and 
attended Pacific Lutheran Col-
lege earning a bachelor degree 
in Education in 1959.  He then 
moved to Fremont, California.

Ron earned two master de-
grees, one in School Adminis-
tration from Cal State Hayward 
in 1965, and another in Natural 
Science from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1971. Known as 
“Mr. J,” Ron retired in 1999 after 
40 years of teaching.  During his 

career he taught grades ranging 
from 3rd to 12th with the last 16 
years teaching high school Phys-
ics and Photography at Mt. Eden 
High School in Hayward.

Ron was an avid skier and 
raced for the Far West Ski As-
sociation and Snow Flakes Ski 
club.  He consistently placed 
first or second in his division for 
down hill racing.  He held many 
offices within the ski club and 
had fun at the gourmet dinners, 
wine tastings, and river rafting 
with his friends in the club.  Ron 
enjoyed ski vacations every 
year with his wife, children, and 
grandchildren.  He loved sports 
and was a Raiders season ticket 
holder.

Ron was a professional pho-
tographer and received many 
awards from his entries at the 
Alameda County Fair and other 
venues and art shows.  Ron 
donated many of his photos to 
charity events and auctions.

Ron had a passion for travel 
and adventure.  During sum-
mer breaks Ron used to travel 
cross-country with his family.   
In recent years Ron and his wife 
Jeri traveled to Costa Rica, Peru 
and went on a safari in Africa.  
Ron also enjoyed many trips to 
Mexico and Hawaii. 

Ron’s family will always 
remember the fun trips on the 
Delta on his boat “The Jeron” 
and him loudly singing “Elvira” 
and “Iron Man.” 

Ron is survived by his wife 
of 26 years, Jeri Jorgenson, two 
daughters Kathy Thomas, and 
Cynthia Taub, two step-daugh-
ters Shannon Ecklund and Dori 
Garfield, and 10 grandchildren, 
Kevin and Kameron Thomas, 
Hannah and Madeline Taub, 
Castin, Travis, Nash and Lauren 
Ecklund, and Hunter and Chase 
Garfield. 

He was a beloved husband, 
father, Papa, friend and teacher 
and will be missed by all.

A “ Celebration of Life” will 
be held on Friday, September 9, 
2011 at 2:00 p.m. at Ravenswood 
Estate, 2647 Arroyo Road, Liver-
more, California.  

In lieu of flowers the family 
requests donations be made to the 
Mt. Eden Photography Depart-
ment.  An account is at Bank of 
the West, % Ronald C. Jorgenson 
Memorial Fund, 2287 Second 
Street, Livermore, Ca. 94550.

Charles Leon Baker 
Resident of Livermore 

Charles was born on July 18, 
1932 in New Mexico. He passed 

a w a y 
p e a c e -
fu l ly  a t 
his home 
in Liver-
more on 
Sat. Aug 
20, 2011 
at the age 
of 79. 

A 
L i v e r -
more res-
ident for 

close to 50 years, Charles served 
his country in the US Army 
before starting his career with 
Cal -Trans where he retired as a 
supervisor after 30 distinguished 
years.  He was a member of the 
Elks Lodge 2117 and Eagles 

Lodge 609 in Livermore. He was 
a volunteer at the Tri-Valley Food 
Bank and was a active participant 
in a multitude of charities, most 
of which involved caring for 
impoverished children.  

His hobbies included fishing, 
traveling,cooking and collect-
ing antiques. He was a master 
Domino player and also loved 
watching westerns,especially 
those with John Wayne and was 
a avid reader of Louis Lamour. 
Charles loved to bake, with his 
homemade oven baked pies be-
ing legendary among his many 
friends and family. He was also 
a longtime fan of the Oakland 
Athletics. 

He is survived by his loving 
wife Hazel, brothers Ray Baker 
and wife Sharon, Sam Baker and 
wife Mona and sister Frances 
Harding all from Santa Maria, 
CA. His children, David Baker 
and wife Tammy of Everett,WA; 
Rick Dewar and wife Becky of 
Turner, OR; Greg Dewar and 
wife Susan of Albany, OR; Pam 
Hinton and husband Tom of Lake 
City, CA; Marla Jenae Butler 
and husband Curt of Livermore, 
CA; Rod Dewar and wife Tracy 
of Manteca, CA; Anne Marie 
Dewar of San Jose, CA. and 
Melody Jordan and life partner 
Mark Gowan of Watsonville, CA; 
25 grandchildren and 19 great 
grandchildren. 

A Funeral Service with Mili-
tary Honors will be held on 
Thurs., Aug 25, 2:00 p.m. at 
Callaghan’s Chapel, 3833 East 
Avenue, Livermore, CA. Im-
mediately following the service, 
a celebration of life and potluck 
BBQ honoring Charles will 
be held at the Bethel Family 
Christian Church, 501 N. P St., 
Livermore. Private interment will 
be at Memory Gardens Cemetery 
in Livermore at a later date. 

Dexter Frye
Dexter Frye, 61, a Livermore 

resident since 1960, died on 
Tuesday, August 18, 2011.

M e -
m o r i a l 
services 
w i l l  b e 
h e l d  a t 
11 a.m., 
Saturday, 
A u g u s t 
27, 2011, 
a t  t h e 
Granada 
H i g h 
S c h o o l 

Gymnasium, 400 Wall Street, 
Livermore, CA.  Dexter’s wish 
was to be cremated with intern-
ment at a later time and place.

My brother was born in 1949, 
in Oceanside, CA, the son of 
Ronald and Glenna Frye.  The 
family later moved to North 
Richland, WA, where five years 
later, I would be born – and 
probably a thorn in his side, as 
is the duty of all younger, little 
brothers.

In 1955, we moved to Davis, 
CA, where Dexter attended el-
ementary school.  In 1960, the 
family moved to Livermore, 
where he attended Junction Av-
enue Elementary School.  Dex-
ter and the family attended the 
Pleasanton First Baptist Church, 
Pleasanton, CA, where he pro-
fessed his belief in Jesus Christ 

as his personal savior and was 
later baptized.

Dexter attended and gradu-
ated from Granada High School 
in 1967.  During his high school 
years, he was active on the Junior 
Varsity baseball team and sang in 
the school choir.  (He was a much 
better singer than a baseball 
player. )  During his senior year, 
he was the Student Body Class 
President, a title and position 
that he did not take lightly, and 
one that would begin to shape 
his life.

Upon graduation, he was 
accepted to Claremont Men’s 
College, Claremont, CA, where 
he studied and received his 
B.S. degree in Political Science.  
During the summer, he and 
Elizabeth Bonner were married.  
They traveled to Cleveland, 
OH, where Dexter had been ac-
cepted to study at Case Western 
Reserve.  Upon graduation from 
law school, they moved back to 
the Pacifica, CA area where he 
began studying for his California 
Bar Exam, which he would pass 
on his first attempt. 

In approximately 1976, they 
bought the family home.  For the 
next 11 years, he was involved in 
the private practice of law.  Dur-
ing these years, he and Elizabeth 
separated and later divorced, but 
always remained friends.

In the 1980’s, Dexter de-
cided that he and the law weren’t 
quite suited for one another.  He 
thought and believed that he 
would be better suited teaching 
and training the younger minds 
of the future, no matter how 
cantankerous others might think 
of him – the students would al-
ways come first.  So, he enrolled 
at San Jose State.  During this 
time, he had the opportunity to 
student teach, and he knew that 
this time, he had wisely chosen 
his future career.  Upon receiving 
his Master’s Degree, he began 
substitute teaching throughout 
the Livermore Valley, until he 
was hired to teach at Granada 
High School, in the Honors 
World History Program.

Dexter enjoyed hunting “up 
on the mountain with his bud-
dies” and being around his neigh-
bors who would eventually adopt 
him into their families, including 
him for special meals and family 
gatherings.  He especially loved 
his black Labradors that he name 
Mac and PC.

Dexter is survived by his 
mother, Glenna Frye of Vancou-
ver, WA: his brother Deryl Frye 
and Barbara Caine of Vancouver, 
WA; his two aunts, Shirley Col-
lier of Prescott, AZ, including 
her son, Michael Dale Collier 
and his wife, Victoria, and their 
children, Katrina, Nicholaus and 
Alexander and their wives; and 
Lorna Hoskins of Mesa, AZ, and 
her two sons, Barry and Mark 
Hoskins.  He was preceded in 
death by his father, Ronald, who 
passed away in 1999.

My mother and I would re-
quest that in lieu of flowers, 
please make any donations to 
the Dexter Frye Memorial Fund 
at Granada High School.  Please 
make checks payable to Granada 
ASB Attention Dexter Frye 
Scholarship.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Caltrans said that it would 
widen the two-foot shoulders 
to eight feet on each side, and 
keep the two-lane roadway. This 
would be safer for people try-
ing to dodge drivers coming at 
them, and for the CHP to pull 
drivers over to the shoulder, said 
CalTrans. Officials pointed to 
statistics to back them up about 
needing to improve safety.

Opponents countered that if 
anything, widening the shoul-
ders would speed up the traffic. 
They said that an earlier method 
of slowing traffic, with speed 
bumps, apparently was paying 
off. That’s the option that Cal-
trans should pursue. 

Opponents disputed Caltrans 
figures, saying they neglected to 
show the improvement that ap-
parently has happened since the 
speed bumps were installed. The 

accident rate has dropped, they 
said. Further, better enforcement 
of traffic, especially DUI, is the 
best safety improvement.

Caltrans now is revising the 
EIR on the road’s second phase, 
roughly the middle segment of 
the canyon. The agency spon-
sored public information meet-
ings in Sunol, Union City, and 
Fremont late last month and early 
this month. The comment period 
closed on Aug. 5.

Some changes were discussed 
by staff with the public that 
attended the meetings. Three 
opponents, Sunol resident Bob 
Foster, Alameda Creek Alliance 
director Jeff Miller, and Fremont 
Mayor Bob Wasserman, called 
the changes superficial.

Foster, who viewed maps at 
Sunol Glen School when Cal-
trans officials showed up there 

to answer questions one evening, 
said he didn’t see any basic 
change to the proposed road. 

Caltrans may be trying to nar-
row the road by nipping in the 
shoulders in a few places by two 
feet, from the proposed 8 feet, but 
essentially they will stick with 8 
feet, said Foster. The road lanes 
are each 12 feet. 

Foster said that to him, the 
8-foot shoulders constitute two 
more lanes, so it’s really a four-
lane highway. Many of the proj-
ect’s hundreds of opponents have 
said the same thing.

Creating “four lanes” would 
just speed up traffic and defeat 
the purpose of better safety, said 
Foster. The wider shoulders also 
will cut into hillside embank-
ments at some places, he said. 
That has been cited as a danger 
in mud runoff to Alameda Creek, 

which would impact fish. 
The designers also would put 

some of the road on columns to 
elevate it, and prevent the use of 
bags of concrete along the bor-
dering slopes, said Foster. 

Miller attended an informa-
tional meeting, and said that the 
changes have to do with retaining 
walls and guardrails. In a few 
locations, instead of installing a 
guard rail, the shoulder will be 
pulled in for a couple of feet.

Caltrans also proposes to 
change the  retaining walls, to 
make them look more natural. 
“In some areas, it looks like they 
would reduce the widening of the 
shoulder by a couple of feet,” 
said Miller.

Wasserman told the Indepen-
dent that he was not at any of the 
meetings, but heard about the 
changes. He said they are cos-

metic, but from his point of view 
it doesn’t matter. He is opposed to 
the whole project anyway. 

“It’s a scenic route. There is 
no reason to encourage increas-
ing traffic on the road. It handles 
the traffic that it has. What they 
want to do will  increase traf-
fic and speed. It’s an enormous 
amount of money that could be 
used elsewhere,” said Wasser-
man.

Stanley Gee, a regional proj-
ect manager for CalTrans District 
4 in Oakland, said that designers 
are still working on changes. In 
general, they are trying to make 
the road’s footprint smaller, he 
said.

This would include some re-
alignment of the road, and also 
putting elevated structures under 
the road at certain places, instead 
of building the road on fill. This 
would facilitate air and water 
circulation under the road. 

Gee, who was standing in 

for vacationing Ron Kiaana, the 
director of the Niles Canyon proj-
ect, said that he couldn’t speak to 
the specifics of road elevation as 
an improvement on the original 
plan, and what impact it might 
have.

The first phase of the project 
was halted by CalTrans as a result 
of the opposition’s pressure. Lat-
er, the Alameda Creek Alliance 
obtained a court order to prevent 
further work on the project, and 
to ask for a ruling on forcing 
changes to the first phase.

The big issue was Caltrans’ 
apparent failure to provide proper 
notice to agencies and residents 
of the area about the first phase of 
the project. Miller said that Judge 
Frank Roesch, who is handling 
the case, “dressed down Cal-
trans,” because he was “shocked 
by their attitude and stealth in not 
notifying the public.”

NILES
(continued from page one)
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000   
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 454212

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Modena 
Fashion, 306 Turnstone Dr., 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Krasimir Gospodinov, 306 
Turnstone Dr., Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted by 
an individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Krasimir Gospodinov
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 20, 2011. Expires July 
20, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3040. Published August 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 453709
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: MYGAR-
TER.COM, 16 Fawn Drive, 

Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Michele Juliana Burkett, 16 
Fawn Drive, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by: an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on February 10, 2006.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Michele Juliana Burkett
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 8, 2011. Expires July 
8, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3038. Published August 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 454348
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: XITRADER, 
4034 San Giorgio Ct., Pleas-
anton, CA  94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Golden Future Montessori 
LLC, 4034 San Giorgio Ct., 
Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by: a Limited liability com-
pany
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 

above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Shilpa Parekh - Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 26, 2011. Expires July 
26, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3039. Published August 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 454459
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Sweet Sinsa-
tions - Cupcake and Dessert 
Bar, 1799 Genoa St., Liver-
more, CA  94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Gagandeep Mallatt, 1799 
Genoa St., Livermore, CA  
94550
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Gagandeep Mallatt
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 28, 2011. Expires July 
20, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3041. Published August 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2011. 

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 432722

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use 
of the Fictitious Business 
Name: Patisseri Chocolat, 
4867 Charlotte Way, Liver-
more, CA 94550.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partner-
ship was filed on December 
22, 2009 in the County of 
Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Krista Bell, 4867 Charlotte 
Way, Livermore, CA, 94550
This business was conducted 
by: Krista Bell
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Krista Bell
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 14, 2011. Expires July 
14, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3036. Published August 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 454825
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Freedom 
Merchant Solutions, 7172 Re-
gional Street #125, Dublin, CA  

94568, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Dream Big, LLC, 8438G North 
Lake Dr., Dublin, CA  94568
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 8/1/11.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Aaron Davis, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 5, 2011. Expires 
August 5, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3042. Published August 11, 
18, 25 and September 1, 
2011

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 454763
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Haircraft ll, 
22151 Redwood Rd, Castro 
Valley, CA  94546, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Christina Jessica Irena Lin-
hares, 24674 Tioga Rd., Hay-
ward, CA  94544
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.

Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Christina Linhares
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 4, 2011. Expires 
August 4, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3043. Published August 11, 
18, 25 and September 1, 
2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 454509
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Cal State 
Smogs, 3985 First Street, 
Sui te F,  L ivermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Harjit Deo, 595 Bourne Lane, 
Danville, CA  94506
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 7/9/2011.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Harjit Deo (Owner)
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 29, 2011. Expires July 
29, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3044. Published August 11, 
18, 25 and September 1, 
2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 454597
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Davis Landscap-
ing, 5264 Lilac Ave., Liver-
more, CA  94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jennifer Marie Davis, 5264 
Lilac Ave., Livermore, CA  
94551
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Jennifer M. Davis
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 2, 2011. Expires 
August 2, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3045. Published August 18, 
25, September 1, 8, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 454060
The following person(s) doing 
business as: LCL La La Girls, 
1354 Balboa Way, Liver-
more, CA  94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Laura Coronado, 1354 Balboa 
Way, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted by 

an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on April 1, 2011.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Laura Coronado
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on July 18, 2011. Expires July 
18, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3047. Published August 18, 
25, September 1, 8, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 454917-21

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Calendar Girlz, 
2048 Pinon Ct, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Sonia L. Bradley, 2048 Pinon 
Ct, Livermore, CA  94551
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Sonia L. Bradley
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 9, 2011. Expires 
August 9, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3054. Published August 25, 
September 1, 8, 15, 2011. 

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted at the Alam-
eda County Social Services 
Agency Contracts Office, 
2000 San Pablo Avenue, 4th

Floor, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORKING/NORTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFP #ACSSA-FS 
2012 – Financial Software 
Upgrade & Support Services, 
Wednesday, September 7, 
2011, 10:00 A.M. – Alameda 
County Social Services Agen-
cy, 2000 San Pablo Ave., 
4th Floor, Tilden Conference 
Room, Oakland, CA NET-
WORKING/SOUTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE
RFP #ACSSA-FS 2012 – Fi-
nancial Software Upgrade & 
Support Services, Thursday, 
September 8, 2011, 1:30 
P.M. – Alameda County So-
cial Services Agency, 24100 
Amador Street, 6th Floor, 
Shooting Star B (#638), Hay-
ward, CA Responses Due by 
3:00 pm on September 29, 
2011 County Contact: Kathy 
Chen at (510) 267-9459 or 
via email: kchen@acgov.
org Attendance at Networking 
Conference is Non-manda-
tory. Specifications regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Current Contracting 
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Teach Reading
The Pleasanton Public Library 

needs adult volunteers to provide free 
English tutoring to adults who want 
to improve reading, writing, and con-
versation skills.  Adults come to the 
library’s literacy program – Project 
Read- with a variety of goals. They 
want to learn to read to their children, 
meet their neighbors, take the GED, 
or improve their job skills. 

Tutors should have the follow-
ing: 

• Able to devote a consistent hour 
or two weekly for a prolonged period 
of time. Vacations and holidays are 
exempted of course.  Students depend 
on a consistent presence since it usu-
ally involves childcare or other family 
considerations.

Most ESL students come with 
some English skills or even attended 
college in their home country.  Na-
tive born students who cannot read 
sometimes moved constantly, or were 
illiterate in two languages.  Whatever 
the case, they have made a big com-
mitment and have taken the first step 
to learn to read or to learn English.  

Volunteers must be willing to 
attend training prior to agreeing to 
meet with a student.

The Literacy Project requires 
training of tutors in the basics of as-
sessing learners, tutoring techniques, 
and library resources for the program.  
Volunteers must attend this session 
prior to being assigned a student. 
The next Tutor Training Class is on 
Saturday, August 27, 2011 from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

Please call or email to register for 

the Project Read orientation. 
For more information, email 

pjohnson@ci.pleasanton.ca.us or call 
Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

Wondrous Universe
The Wondrous Universe Series 

held at Alviso Adobe Community 
Park will offer a program on Saturday, 
August 27 from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Families are welcome, the pro-
gram is designed for children ages 5 
and up. Sit under the stars to hear some 
great stories told by City Naturalist 
Eric Nicholas. If the skies are clear, 
he’ll point out some constellations 
and give some interesting background 
about those twinkling stars. NASA-
designed, hands-on activities follow, 
with telescope observations. Please 
dress with the weather in mind.

Fee is $5 per person for resi-
dents, $7 per person for non-resi-
dents. Register in advance at www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/recre-
ation. Call 925.931.5340 for more 
information.

Hike; Applefest Planned
A Sunset Hike will be held by 

Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District ranger staff on Sat., Aug. 27. 
Meet Ranger Jamie Greco at 7:30 
p.m. at Sycamore Grove Park, 1051 
Wetmore Rd., Livermore. 

This program includes a hike 
from the Wetmore Road parking lot 
to Sycamore Grove Park’s upper hills, 
so be prepared for some steep terrain. 
Afterward, walk back in the dark to 
listen and look for nocturnal animals. 

No flashlights please.
Applefest! will be held Sun., Aug. 

28 starting at 2 p.m. at the Raven-
swood Historic Site, 2647 Arroyo 
Rd., Livermore. 

Join in some old-fashioned fun 
at Ravenswood Historic Site to 
explore and taste your way through 
the antique apple orchard. Come out 
to make cider, eat apples and play 
old-time games. There will also be 
an opportunity to tour the buildings 
of the historic estate with a Raven-
swood docent. This program is good 
for all ages.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee at both entrances to Sycamore 
Grove Park. A $2 donation is re-
quested to help support the programs. 
Participants may call 925-960-2400 
for more information.

Food for Thought
The City of Pleasanton in conjunc-

tion with its Energy and Environment 
Committee will host a free panel pre-
sentation entitled ‘Food for Thought’ 
on Saturday, August 27, beginning at 
10:00 a.m. at the Veterans Memorial 
Building at 300 Main Street.

The topics will include organic 
and sustainable farming, community 
supported agriculture, backyard and 
container gardening, preparing fresh 
seasonal meals, and the benefits of 
composting food scraps. Master 
Gardener Kathy Southern who coor-
dinates the City’s community garden 
program at Val Vista Park will discuss 
growing your own home garden. Also 

on hand will be representatives from 
Terra Bella Family Farms and Farm 
Fresh to You to discuss organic and 
sustainable farming techniques.

Lita Gates from Western Garden 
Nursery will offer tips on growing a 
successful home garden and how to 
plant a great container garden, and 
Linda Wyner from Pans on Fire on 
Main Street and author of Food for 
Thought will prepare a delicious stone 
fruit salsa and herbal vinaigrettes. 
Participants will also receive valu-
able coupons, recipes, samples and 
more. For more information, please 
call (925) 931-5506.

Family Hike
Family Hike to Balancing Rock  

is planned for Saturday, August 28, 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Vista stretch from Mount Diablo 
south across the Tri-Valley, Liver-
more Mountains, Pleasanton Ridge, 
McGuire Peaks as far as the Santa 
Cruz Mountains. Exposed sandstone 
cliffs are surrounded by dense chap-
arral and Knobcone Pine woodland 
that provide shelter for rare wildlife 
like Prairie Falcons. The four mile 
hike follows Knobcone Pt. fire road 
to Balancing Rock. There is only 
200 feet elevation gain/loss. RSVP 
Required: sherrill_c@yahoo.com.   
$10 entrance fee per vehicle.

Meet at Curry Point in Mount 
Diablo State Park. From I-680 exit 
Diablo Road and head east towards 
the mountain. Stay on Diablo Rd. for 

3 miles then turn left on Mt. Diablo 
Scenic Blvd., once you pass the Mt. 
Diablo State Park entrance sign 
continue up Southgate Rd. Curry 
Point is on the right 2 miles past the 
Southgate Kiosk.

Bring plenty of water, wear a hat 
and sunscreen.   

Scholarship Awarded
University of Phoenix announced 

that it has awarded the 2011 Helen Fo-
letta Scholarship to a single mother of 
two, Elisa Richards of Livermore. The 
scholarship will be used to complete 
her bachelor’s degree at University of 
Phoenix’s Bay Area Campus.

The Helen Foletta Scholarship 
was established in honor of Univer-
sity of Phoenix alumna Helen Foletta. 
Foletta started school as a single par-
ent of six children ranging in grades 
from kindergarten to high school. 
While working full time, attending 
school full time and caring for her 
children, she earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in English and Master of Arts 
in Education.

University of Phoenix Bay Area 
Campus Director, Stacey McAfee, 
stated, “We recognize the unique 
difficulties single parents face in rais-
ing a family and maintaining a home 
while pursuing their degrees, and 
commend them for their hard work 
and dedication. We are proud to rec-
ognize Elisa Richards as a recipient 
of this scholarship, and congratulate 
her on becoming a Phoenix.”

With the mantra “one day at a 

time” and a positive attitude guiding 
her, Richards began pursuing her 
dream of working in human services 
20 years ago. Richards completed 
her associate degree by taking one 
class at a time at a local community 
college, finishing seven years later. In 
addition, she maintained a successful 
23-year administrative career with 
the local police and fire departments. 
Despite these accomplishments, 
Richards always sought to continue 
her education and pursue a career in 
counseling. Her main obstacle has 
been finances, with not only herself, 
but her two teenage children begin-
ning college this year.

“The Helen Foletta Scholarship 
and University of Phoenix have as-
sisted me with my professional and 
personal growth by providing the 
opportunity for me to expand my 
mind and career,” said Richards. “I 
believe that in order to know where 
you are going, you have to know 
where you have been. I had an ex-
tremely dynamic family life growing 
up, and I intend to bring the empathy 
and understanding I developed from 
my own life into my future work as 
a counselor. I am so grateful for this 
opportunity.”  

Richards currently is enrolled 
at University of Phoenix’s Bay 
Area Campus and is pursuing her 
Bachelor of Science in Human Ser-
vices/Management degree. She has 
currently completed seven courses, 
and is expected to graduate in Sep-
tember 2012.



The Independent, AUGUST 25, 2011 - PAGE 11

Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org.
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 455032
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Pure Bella, 
6010 Johnson Drive Suite D 
- Studio 20, Pleasanton, CA  
94588, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Kendyce S. Martinez, 1119 
Riviera Court, Livermore, 
CA  94551
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Kendyce S. Martinez
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 11, 2011. Expires 
August 11, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3056. Published August 25, 
September 1, 8, 15, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 455394
The following person(s) doing 
business as: DL Marketing, 
167 South P Street, Suite 
C, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
All Pro Mortgage, Inc., 167 
South P Street, Suite C, Liver-
more, CA  94550
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Lori Porter, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 22, 2011. Expires 
August 22, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3057. Published August 25, 
September 1, 8, 15, 2011. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 455393
The following person(s) doing 
business as: All Pro Mortgage, 
167 South P Street, Suite C, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Pinnacle Capital Mortgage 
Corporation, 1620 E. Ros-
eville Pkwy, Suite 248, Ros-
eville, CA  95661
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Patrick R. Palmer, Vice 
President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 22, 2011. Expires 
August 22, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3058. Published August 25, 
September 1, 8, 15, 2011. 

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT,  
for adoption information con-
tact Valley Humane Society 

at  925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays. Saturdays from  
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs 
and cats are available atthe 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets. 
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
noon to 4 and the Pet Food 
Express in Livermore 1 to 4. 
Sundays, cats are at Petsmart 
in Dublin 1 to 4, and PetCo in 
San Ramon 11 to 3.    TVAR 
at  (925) 803-7043  website at 
www.tvar.org

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors
Wanted, Senior Home 
Health Care. Must have 
experience. Senior Solu-
tions, Inc 925-443-3101

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

TO PLACE  A  
CLASSIFIED AD
call 925-243-8000 

65) HELP WANTED

JANITOR/OFFICE 
CLEANER. Evening 
Shift. Must have own 

transportation and clean 
driving record.  
(925)245-0595.

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

CLEAN FILL DIRT  2 1/2 
cubic yards. You load and 
you haul. Livermore back 
yard. Accessible to pick-
up or small bobcat. Call 

(925)447-4841.

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
TO PLACE  A  

CLASSIFIED AD
call   

925-243-8000 
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley Publishing 

Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

place your classified ads oN-liNe or By pHoNe
for liNe ads or BusiNess direcTory ads, Call  (925) 243-8000

FOR REAL ESTATE DIRECTORY ADS, Call (925) 243-8001
For all ads, go to www.independentnews.com

Reach over 33,000 homes by direct mail in Livermore, Pleasanton, Dublin & Sunol.

Seniors Can Save On 
Their Property Taxes 

By Cher Wollard
As people age, they often find the house they are living in no 

longer suits their needs. That elegant staircase now seems intimi-
dating. The spacious back yard with pool is difficult to maintain. 
Perhaps the home is inconvenient to shopping or medical care 
providers. Or, they may simply want a smaller, less expensive 
home in their retirement years.

The dilemma: If they move, they fear they will exchange their 
current low property taxes for higher rates. After all, Proposition 
13 ties property tax rates to the sales price of a home.  

For example, one couple – we’ll call them Ron and Cathy 
– purchased a Livermore home in 1981 for $180,000. Although 
that house is now worth about $600,000, its current assessed value 
is only $235,000, making their annual property tax payments ap-
proximately $3,200.  This is because the county tax assessor is only 
permitted to increase the assessed value on property by 2 percent 
per year, unless the property is added onto or resold, and may even 
be decreased if values fall.

If Ron and Cathy were to sell their current house and purchase a 
smaller home in Livermore for $485,000, their property taxes would 
actually increase – nearly doubling to about $6,000 per year. 

But if either Ron or Cathy is over 55, they may be able to keep 
their low property taxes even if they move. 

Propositions 60 and 90 allow homeowners to transfer their 
Proposition 13 assessed valuation from their old home to their new 
home under certain conditions:

• They replace their primary residence with a new primary 
residence within two years.

• The new home is of equal or lesser value, with a few cave-
ats.

• One homeowner is age 55 or older.
• Both homes are within the same county, or within any of the 

eight counties that accept Proposition 90: Alameda, San Mateo, 
Santa Clara, Ventura, Orange, Los Angeles, San Diego and El 
Dorado. El Dorado is new to the program, as of 2010.

• None of the homeowners have transferred their assessed valu-
ation in the past.

Homeowners who buy their new home before selling the old 
one must purchase a house costing less than the sales price of 
their old home. 

Those who sell first and then buy, have a slight advantage: 
They can actually go up slightly on the purchase price of their new 
home. If they buy within 365 days of closing on the sale of their 
old home, they can go up 5 percent. If they wait to purchase until 
a year after having sold their first home (but not more than two 
years), they may purchase a home costing up to 10 percent more 
than their old home. 

This is a one-time benefit, but it can be enormously valuable, 
making a difference of thousands of dollars per year.

Ron and Cathy are consulting a knowledgeable tax expert as 
well as a Realtor to help them make their decisions about this 
important move. If Propositions 60 and 90 apply to your situation, 
contact your Realtor today.

Interest Rates at All-Time Low
Freddie Mac released results this week of its Primary Mort-

gage Market Survey, which showed interest rates on mortgages, 
both fixed and adjustable, have hit all-time record lows, spurring 
increased activity among homeowners looking to refinance their 
homes. 

The 30-year fixed averaged 4.15 percent nationally, breaking the 
previous record low of 4.17 percent set November 11, 2010.  The 
30-year fixed-rate mortgage (FRM) averaged 4.15 percent with an 
average 0.7 point for the week ending August 18, 2011, down from 
last week when it averaged 4.32 percent. Last year at this time, 
the 30-year FRM averaged 4.42 percent.  Rates in California tend 
to be slightly higher. 

“The Federal Reserve’s policy statement last week and ongoing 
market concerns over the European debt market carried momentum 
into this week allowing all mortgage products in our survey to reach 
all-time record lows,” according to Frank Nothaft, vice president 
and chief economist for Freddie Mac. 

“For instance, 30-year fixed mortgage rates are now the low-
est in over 50 years. In comparison, the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis estimated the average effective mortgage rate was about 
5.3 percent on single-family loans outstanding during the second 
quarter of 2011.” 

In other loans:
• The 15-year mortgage rate this week averaged 3.36 percent 

with an average 0.6 point, down from last week when it averaged 
3.50 percent. A year ago at this time, 15-year mortgages averaged 
3.90 percent.   

• Among adjustable-rate loans, the 5-year Treasury-indexed 
hybrid adjustable-rate mortgage (ARM) averaged 3.08 percent 
this week, with an average 0.5 point, down from last week when 
it averaged 3.13 percent. A year ago, the 5-year ARM averaged 
3.56 percent.

• The 1-year Treasury-indexed ARM averaged 2.86 percent 
this week with an average 0.6 point, down from last week when 
it averaged 2.89 percent. At this time last year, the 1-year ARM 
averaged 3.53 percent.   

“Not surprising, many homeowners took advantage of this 
low mortgage rate environment and have already refinanced their 
loans,” Nothaft said. “The refinance share of applications aver-
aged nearly 70 percent of all mortgage activity in the first half of 
this year, according to our survey. In addition, an increasing share 
of refinancing borrowers chose to shorten their loan terms during 
the second quarter, according to Freddie Mac’s Quarterly Product 
Transition Report.”

Real Estate Alliance of Livermore 
Meets Thursdays

The Real Estate Alliance of Livermore (R.E.A.L.), a network-
ing organization of local Realtors and those in affiliated real estate 
professions, meets Thursday mornings at the First Street Alehouse, 
2106 First Street, Livermore.

The doors open at 8 a.m. for networking and refreshments. The 
meeting runs from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., often with a guest speaker.

Admission is $4.00 at the door.
For information about membership or meetings, contact Charity 

Shehtanian at (925) 373-3222.
Market Update:  As of Tuesday, there were 212 single family 

residences and 23 condominiums, duets and townhouses listed on 
the Multiple Listing Service. 

A total of 282 residential properties were pending.
Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 

Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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Pejman Naraghi-Arani, right, holds one of the assay chips that the Nanostring nCounter uses 
for detection and quantitation of RNA molecules as Maher El Sheikh looks on. (Photo -  Jacqueline 
McBride/PAO)

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory researcher 
Pejman Naraghi-Arani has been 
awarded $2.4 million by the Na-
tional Institutes of Health under 
the Partnerships for Biodefense 
Program, which aims to develop 
various tools that can be applied 
to detect, mitigate the effects of 
or protect against an attack by a 
biological weapon.

The goal of developing the 
product is to help prevent one of 
the main objectives of a terrorist 
group, which is to overwhelm 
emergency response.

Naraghi-Arani and partners, 
including the University of Texas 
Medical Branch, the University 
of California San Francisco and 
NanoString Technologies Corp., 
will use the funding to develop 
assays capable of detecting 35 
category A, B and C viral patho-
gens, which include Ebola, Mar-
burg, Dengue, Chikungunya and 
others.

Most diseases on this list 
present initial symptoms similar 
to a cold or flu – headaches, 
nausea and fever. Without the 

ability to detect the presence of 
specific viruses, there is no way 
to tell the difference between a 
normal infection and a deadly 
disease, reducing the treatment 
time window and thus, the abil-
ity to mitigate the virus’ spread. 
However, by developing an assay 
that leverages the NanoString’s 
nCounter platform, these viruses 
can be quickly detected, in ad-
dition to specific markers of 
infection.

Naraghi-Arani, a biomedical 
scientist and thrust area leader for 
molecular assays and virology, 
believes that his process will ad-
dress one of the biggest problems 
anticipated in a real biological 
attack. He said, “It will be very 
similar to the response we saw 
in the anthrax attacks; however, 
it won’t just be concerned people 
calling a center. It will be worried 
people flooding hospitals, and 
this way we can process them 
much faster.”

In the event of a biological 
attack, hospitals will see three 
types of patients: those infected 
with the disease, those with a 

different disease with similar 
symptoms (cold, flu) and those 
that are simply concerned. In-
stead of overwhelming the emer-
gency room and creating both 
pandemonium and the perfect 
environment to spread disease, 
patients will give a tiny amount 
of blood – 100 microliters – at a 
station outside the facility and go 
home to await their results.

The platform has the ability to 
test upward of 100 samples per 
day with only five minutes of pa-
tient contact each and return re-
sults within 24 hours – not only if 
the patient has elevated cytokine 
and chemokine markers, but if 
they are infected with any one of 
the 35 viruses. At that point, the 
patients will know if they need 
to come back in, well within the 
timeframe for treatment before 
symptoms advance.

“One of the main reasons this 
system is important is that it en-
ables us to make real diagnosis of 
diseases as opposed to looking at 
very general kinds of symptoms 
and guessing,” Naraghi-Arani 
said. “This kind of research also 
helps us to identify specific bio-
markers associated with these 

very dangerous pathogens and 
allows us to develop even better 
tools for mitigation, such as novel 

antivirals.”
At the end of the project in 

2014, the partners will have a 
real, commercial product on 
hand, ready to deploy in the 
event of an attack. According 
to Naraghi-Arani, the need is 
present even in the absence of 
bioterrorism. Many of these dis-
eases are on the move from their 
traditional endemic locations, he 
said, and could easily find a home 
in this country.

“There are definite real-world 

applications right now in the 
United States with emerging 
diseases that we know could be 
an issue. It would be great to 
have these tools available, even 
without the presence of a bio-
logical attack, because we need 
to be able to respond quickly,” he 
said. “This is an example of how 
partnerships between the gov-
ernment, national laboratories, 
universities and corporations 
help to solve some of our bigger 
problems.”

  

$2.4 Million Awarded to Lab to Develop Ways to Deal with a Biological Attack

Sandia’s Chuck John uses the SUMMIT iPad app to visualize 
calculated building damage during NLE 11 exercise conducted 
in Jonesboro, Arkansas. (Photo by Steffan Schulz) 

Using iPad™ mobile devices, 
emergency preparedness officials 
and first responders participat-
ing in the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s National 
Level Exercise 2011 (NLE-11) 
were able, for the first time, to 
make use of a new, science-based 
software tool that allows them to 
view and modify accurate mod-
els of building damage and other 
post-event disaster effects.

With funding and direction 
from the Department of Home-
land Security’s Science and 
Technology Directorate (DHS/
S&T) and support from FEMA’s 
National Exercise and Simula-
tion Center, Sandia National 
Laboratories has developed the 
tool, known as the Standard 
Unified Modeling, Mapping and 
Integration Toolkit (SUMMIT). 
It was piloted at the NLE-11 
exercise.

“Say you’re a fireman, medic, 
or police officer and you’re 
participating in an annual exer-
cise to hone your preparedness 
skills,” said Karim Mahrous, the 
SUMMIT project lead at Sandia. 
“Such drills, you realize, are vital 
in mitigating the damage that 
might arise from natural disasters 
or terrorist events.

“Almost by definition, how-
ever, exercise planners have an 
inherent challenge in creating 
drill scenarios that can be viv-
idly imagined and thus acted 
upon by participants,” Mahrous 
continued. “Typically, first re-
sponders playing in an exercise 
must pretend and dream up how 
a damaged building might look. 
With SUMMIT, there’s no more 
pretending.”

David Moore, director of 
emergency management for 
Craighead County in Arkan-
sas, which played a key role at 
NLE-11, stated, “The SUMMIT 

software tool, I believe, will be 
a phenomenal training aid for all 
responders within our county. 
By having a graphical view of 
damaged areas, it’s much easier 
to comprehend what’s going on 
in the exercise and thus make 
smarter, firmer decisions.”

NLE 2011 took place May 
16-20. First responders role-play-
ing in the exercise in Jonesboro, 
Ark., could utilize iPads with 
the SUMMIT software, while 
others in a Washington, D.C., 
central command post were able 
to see the visualization software 
on large screens. This enhanced, 
3-D virtual view of damage avail-
able to participants in the field is 
expected to create a new level of 
realism and a common operat-
ing picture for players in future 
exercises at national, regional, 
and local levels.

“Preparing responders to work 
within a rapidly evolving, diverse 
and multijurisdictional environ-
ment – often with limited or 
quickly changing situational 
understanding – is a major chal-
lenge,” said Jalal Mapar, the 
DHS/S&T program manager 
who oversees the SUMMIT 
program.

SUMMIT significantly im-
proves the cycle of activities 
that emergency response teams 

undertake, including pre-event 
planning and equipping, train-
ing and exercises and evaluation 
and improvement.  By creating 
a collaboration environment 
that allows dynamic linking of 
“best-in-class” modeling and 
simulation tools and underlying 
data, SUMMIT enhances the 
effectiveness of preparedness 
activities while reducing the 
time and cost needed to train for, 
analyze and respond to real or 
potential incidents.

“Many organizations and gov-
ernment agencies have already 
made significant investments 
in modeling and simulation, 
so this is not meant to be yet 
another modeling tool,” Mapar 
said. “What is urgently needed 
then is not a whole new set of 
models, but an easy, quick and 
user-friendly way to access and 
link together the most appropri-
ate models for a given emergency 
drill.”

Though current modeling 
tools are effective, they all incor-
porate different assumptions that 

currently require a large amount 
of time, resources and human ef-
fort in order to properly synchro-
nize each model’s output.

SUMMIT’s architecture will 
help a range of emergency pre-
paredness professionals from the 
federal, regional and local levels 
tap into existing models to ensure 
consistency, accuracy and robust-
ness when exercise scenarios are 
developed and played out.

Using various models and 
calculations, SUMMIT can in-
put details on buildings and 
infrastructure, casualties and 
other key pieces of information. 
During exercises, it will visualize 
an integrated “story” that can be 
made available for all players in 
a master control cell, much like 
what occurred in Washington, 
D.C., during NLE-11.

The broader goal, said Mapar, 
is to make SUMMIT a pervasive 
part of preparedness and re-
sponse for emergency managers, 
responders and exercise teams 
in the federal, state and local 
government.

Tool Provides Ability to Calculate 
Building Damage Following a Disaster

Healthcare is the largest em-
ployment sector in the country. It 
is expected to continue to grow 
with aging baby boomers and 
technology keeping people alive 
longer. The current economic 
downturn and layoffs in multiple 
sectors has people are looking for 
fast career training that will lead 
them to good-paying jobs.

Livermore Adult School, in 
partnership with Boston Reed 
College, is offering new allied 
healthcare training programs in 
fall of 2011. 

These programs are designed 
to provide fast-paced training 
designed to prepare students for 
the healthcare workforce. Pro-
grams are offered with schedules 
designed for busy adults. Stu-
dents will experience a hands-on 
externship at a local healthcare 
facility. Textbooks, classroom 
materials and externship place-
ment are included with the pro-
gram fee. 

To introduce these new train-
ing opportunities, a free online 
information session is offered 
to allow prospective students 
interested in these new training 
programs to find out more.  The 
free online information session 
is available to anyone looking to 

learn more about opportunities in 
allied healthcare, inquire about 
pre-requisites, (most programs 
require 18 years + and a high 
school diploma or equivalent), 
financial assistance and to ask 
questions and get answers. Regis-
ter by visiting www.BostonReed-
College.com and clicking on Get 
More Info. 

Upcoming this semester: 
Clinical Medical Assistant 

class starts October 18, 2011on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 
6:00pm- 9:30pm.

Phlebotomy Technician class 
begins October 01, 2011 on Sat-
urdays from 8:00am- 5:00pm.

Phlebotomy Technician class 
begins December 03, 2011 on Sat-
urdays from 8:00am- 5:00pm.

Pharmacy Technician class 
begins October 18, 2011 on 
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 
6:00pm- 9:30pm.

Electronic Health Records 
System Technologist classes will 
be on-line and held monthly from 
September – November of 2011

Boston Reed College on 
the behalf of Livermore Adult 
School is at 1401 Almond Av-
enue, Livermore. For information 
about classes or to register, call 
800-201-1141

Adult Ed Offering Classes 
In Healthcare Training




