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Inside RABBIT ADOPTION EVENT & BUNNY ART SHOW
Calico, a rescue with the House Rabbit Society, is a pretty 
Harlequin bunny with lovely big eyes. Friendly and sweet, Calico 
would make an excellent family bunny.  Meet her and dozens 
of other bunnies at the Rabbit Adoption Event at the East Bay 
SPCA, located at 4651 Gleason Dr. in Dublin on Saturday, Sept 
4th  from 11- 4 pm. The Bunny Art Show continues this month 
with new works of art featuring rescue rabbits. The show runs 
through Oct 2nd.  Please visit www.eastbayrabbit.petfinder.com  
or call 925-479-9670 for more info.

PET OF THE WEEK
" S a l a g a d o o l a  m e c h i c k a 
boola bibbidi-bobbidi-boo. 
Put 'em together and what 
have you got?" You've got a 
beautiful Princess without a 
castle. Meet Cinderella. This 
beautiful cat is looking for her 
forever home. It doesn't have 
to be a castle, just a humble 
abode where she is loved and 
cherished for the special cat 
that she is. Cinderella is a 2 
year old spayed female. Call 
us at Valley Humane Society 
at 925-426-8656 or visit   www.
valleyhumane.org for more 
info on Cinderella and her 
friends. Valley Humane Society 
is located at 3670 Nevada 
Street in Pleasanton.

Find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are  
education stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board list
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Classic Chevrolets attracted attention with their hoods up during the Goodguys 24th West Coast 
Nationals held at the Alameda Fairgrounds in Pleasanton over the weekend. 
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Soccer is in full swing. In the photo, the under-9 San Ramon Mustang battled Livermore Fusion.

The informal kickoff of the 
campaign for Pleasanton mayoral 
and city council seats was held 
Monday at Pleasanton Gardens.

The senior housing project has 
hosted the first candidates debate 
of the campaign since 1992.

Incumbent mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman is being challenged 
by Councilmember Cindy Mc-
Govern. Council candidates are 
incumbents Cheryl Cook-Kallio 
and Jerry Thorne; challengers 
Karla Brown and Fred Watson.

Hosterman is seeking her final 
term as mayor. She stated that 
Money Magazine selected Pleas-
anton as one of the top 100 cities 
in which to live, work and grow 
old. “I am so very proud.” In ad-
dition, even during the recession, 
the city has won an excellence in 
budgeting award.

Hosterman mentioned that she 

has been elected president of the 
Alameda County Mayors Confer-
ence. The vote was unanimous. 
She said she has good working 
relationships with all of the 
mayors in the area. Together they 
have been effective in lobbying 
efforts in Washington, D.C. 

If re-elected, Hosterman stat-
ed, “I will work to pass policies to 
safeguard local control over land 
use. I will work hard to complete 
projects in the city.”

McGovern is serving her sec-
ond term on the city council. Pri-
or to being elected to the council, 
she was a member of the school 
board from 1993 to 2003.

McGovern said she is running 
to offer residents a leadership 
choice. “I am qualified. I have 
proven that I am an effective, ex-
perienced leader with integrity.”

Pleasanton Campaign 
Begins with Forum

(See FORUM, page 9)

In order for the American 
economy to succeed, products 
have to be made in the United 
States.

That was the message deliv-
ered by Congressman John Ga-
ramendi (D) during a Livermore 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon 
last Thursday. 

Garamendi declared, “The 
service sector won’t provide 
the wealth needed for people to 
be able to purchase items and 
services.”

He has introduced legisla-
tion that he calls “Make it in 
America.” Among the provi-
sions would be a requirement to 
purchase American made goods 
if stimulus money is used; three 
of the four waivers for offshore 
purchases would be eliminated; 
and tax breaks for renewable 
energy would only be available 
if products purchased were made 
in America. 

In discussing the economy, 
he likened it to a football game. 
The first quarter was played out 
in late fall 2007 to early winter 
2009. “It was a disaster. As a 
team, the U.S. economy was 
pummeled. It lost 8 million jobs. 
It was as rough as it could pos-
sibly be,” stated Garamendi.

The second quarter, started 
in January 2009 and continued 
through part of 2010. During 
that period, the economy began 
a slow, but very real recovering 
built on TARP and stimulus 
money, stated Garamendi. “We 
were not about to win the game. 
However, things were stabiliz-
ing. As we go into halftime, we 
have to ask ourselves how we 
can, how to bring the economy 
back and make America the most 

To Help the 
Economy 'Make 
It in America' 
Says Garamendi

(See ECONOMY, page 2)

By Ron McNicoll
No water rate increase for 

calendar year 2011 is the rec-
ommendation of Zone 7 Water 
Agency’s finance committee.

The three-member panel voted 
unanimously at its meeting Aug. 
25 to send the recommendation to 
the Sept. 15 board meeting.

Traditionally, the board dis-
cusses the next year’s rate at its 
September meeting. Directors 
then set the rate at their meeting 
in October, after the public has 
had a chance to comment on it. 

Panel: Zone 7 Board Should Freeze Water Rate
Any rate increase goes into effect 
at the beginning of the calendar 
year.

Staff presented the commit-
tee with three alternatives: no 
increase, or an increase of either 
4.5 percent or 2 percent.

The rate alternatives were 
given in the context of what rate 
increases from 2012 through 
2015 would have to be, depend-
ing on which alternative the 
board approves for 2011.

If there were no increase this 
year, rates must be higher in the 

two following years than they 
would have been, in order to 
keep Zone 7 on track for funding 
future projects.

For example, the no-increase 
scenario for 2011 is followed by 
recommended increases of 8.5 
percent in 2012 and 2013, and 
then a drop to 4.5 percent and 
3.5 percent in the two following 
years.

The other two alternatives 
contained lower rates for 2012 
and 2013, because they did not 
have to play “catch-up” to main-

tain funding for future projects.
With the zero-increase policy, 

the agency would be dipping into 
its water fund reserves for $4.5 
million, said assistant general 
manager John Yue.

In recommending no increase, 
the committee members said 
they have heard a clear public 
message about tough economic 
times. Customers would not wel-
come utility rate increases.

Even in Pleasanton, where 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman and 
the city council have pushed 

for continued improvement in 
water quality,  the option for a 
rate increase is second to higher 
charges that would bring about 
more water quality improvement 
sooner.

Pleasanton public works di-
rector Daniel Smith told the 
panel, “Our first priority is rates. 
We are sensitive to it. Zone 7 
is, too.”

“Our second priority would be 
water quality. We don’t want to 
lose sight of it, but we can kick it 

(See WATER, page 3)

Anger and frustration pro-
duced what could only be de-
scribed as a confrontational 
meeting last week over questions 
about the impacts of a BART 
extension on property along the 
identified preferred route.

Issues raised  included ability 
to sell property, potential to have 
property taken, and mitigation 
of  noise. 

Residents were also upset 
about what they saw as a lack 
of communication concerning 
the BART plans. Many said they 
were unaware their properties 
could be impacted if the pre-
ferred 2B alignment were built. 
They said they had received no 
notification. Others were angry, 
because they said they had 
received no responses to their 
emails.

Patterson Pass homeowners 
had asked for a meeting with 
City of Livermore and BART 
representatives to have their 
questions answered. About 150 
people packed the Livermore 
City Council chambers last 
Thursday. Their message was 
that they want the BART exten-
sion to remain on the freeway. 
They do not want it to go into 
downtown and through their 
neighborhood.

The alignment, known as 
2B, has been selected as the 
preferred route by the Livermore 
City Council, Livermore Plan-
ning Commission, Rail Policy 
Working Group and the BART 
board. All of the votes were 
unanimous. It would travel from 

Residents 
Still Have 
Questions 
About BART 
Extension

(See BART, page 4)

The San Francisco Bay Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club will ask 
county supervisors to nullify 
a zoning board approval of a 
Castro Valley kennel expansion 
because it apparently violates the 
supervisors’ own policy about 
kennels in rural areas.

The appeal is important 
because allowing the zoning 
board’s approval to stand could 
set the wrong precedent for future 
kennel applications in any unin-
corporated area that is protected 
by Measure D, said Sierra Club 
member Dick Schneider. He said 

Kennel Approval is Called Violation of Measure D
he will file the appeal this week 
on behalf of the Sierra Club.

Schneider said that the kennel 
expansion would be an urban 
use, not a use connected to 
agricultural operations, which 
are permitted by Measure D. It 
would serve the predominantly 
developed area of Castro Valley, 
which is unincorporated, but not 
within the Measure D boundary.

The West County Board of 
Zoning Adjustments (WCBZA) 
on Aug. 25 granted the expan-
sion from the current 65 dogs to 
100 for Club K-9 owners Eric 

and Lori Fabianac. The kennel is 
located on Crow Canyon Road, 
one mile north of Norris Canyons 
Road.

The Fabianacs’ request was 
the second this year for a kennel 
in the unincorporated area that 
forms the county’s urban growth 
boundary. The first was an appli-
cation to accommodate 400 dogs 
and 50 cats at Dublin Canyon 
Road near Interstate 580.

That application was approved 
2-1 by the East County Board of 
Zoning Adjustments (ECBZA) 
on Feb. 25, but was overturned by 

a 4-0 vote of supervisors March 
30 on appeal by the Sierra Club.

Schneider quoted from the re-
cord of the March 30 supervisors 
meeting in telling the Indepen-
dent last week why the Club K-9 
approval violates Measure D.

The key phrase at the meeting 
came from supervisor Nate Mi-
ley. (His 4th District is the loca-
tion of the permit application.)

According to the record, Miley 
wanted to know whether supervi-
sors had already set a precedent 
on kennels as part of Measure D’s 

(See KENNEL, page 4)
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Rep. John Garamendi, right, is briefed by Metal Improvement Co.’s 
Lloyd Hackel on a powerful laser-based process for toughening 
pieces of metal.  The congressman visited the company's 
Livermore plant last week.  Laser pulses “peen” turbine blades, 
aircraft wings and other high value industrial metal, making 
them resistant to failure and lengthening lifetimes as much as 
20-fold.  The program originated in high power laser research 
during the 1990s at Lawrence Livermore Lab, where Hackel was 
working at the time.  In addition to its Livermore facility, Metal 
Improvement conducts similar peening operations for Boeing 
in Seattle and for Rolls Royce in England.  The work illustrates 
of two of the themes that Garamendi advocates for reviving the 
economy: "Incubating" ideas from research labs like Lawrence 
and Sandia for application in private industry, and seeking ways 
to retain and strengthen the U.S. manufacturing capability.

By Patricia Koning
Last weekend, Teza Malmir-

chegini pulled off the I-5 freeway 
near Lathrop to check on his car’s 
weather stripping. By the time he 
got back onto the road, he had 
with him two abandoned dogs, 
both severely malnourished and 
one badly injured. 

“I parked close to the freeway 
onramp because I was planning 
to get right back on and another 
car stopped about 25 feet away,” 
he recalls. “Two dogs got out 
of the car. I assumed the driver 
was letting them out to use the 
bathroom. I turned my back and 
heard a screech of tires—the car 
was pulling away and the dogs 
were running after it.”

The dogs began running up 
the onramp onto the freeway. 
Concerned they would be hit 
by a car Teza followed after the 
dogs, eventually luring them to 
him with a bag of popcorn he’d 
been eating in the car. After being 
honked at or ignored by numer-
ous cars passing by, another 
car—ironically, also headed to 
Livermore—stopped and helped 
Teza cut rope to fashion a leash 
for the dogs. 

He got them into his car and 
drove back to Stockton, where 
he’d just dropped off his girl-
friend Nichelle Dismer at the 
University of the Pacific. “There 
was no way I was going to make 
it back to Livermore without 
some help controlling the dogs,” 
he says. “I was planning to go to 
a car show, but now I had dog 
hair and slobber all over my 
car.  I couldn’t leave those dogs 

Roadside Stop Becomes a Dog Rescue

running onto the freeway. I just 
wouldn’t be able to live with 
myself. It was hot and there was 
no shade. Something bad was 
going to happen.”

Teza and Nichelle drove the 
dogs back to her mother’s house 
and eventually brought them to 
stay at her father’s house. “It 
takes a village,” jokes Jeanne 
Bartelt, Nichelle’s mother. “I 
have two dogs so they couldn’t 
stay here. They were filthy and 
starving, but amazingly friendly 
and affectionate dogs.” 

The smaller of the two dogs 
is a female and appears to be 
shepherd mix. The larger of the 
two is lager male and appears to 
be a pit bull mix. 

Jeanne immediately began 
calling animal rescue organiza-
tions, looking for someone to fos-
ter them. She wasn’t able to find 
a no kill shelter able to take the 
dogs. However, Joanne Rivero, 
founder of Big Dawgs Rescue, 
offered to split the veterinary care 
and post the dogs for adoption on 
the Big Dawgs Rescue website 
and on PetFinders. Joanne is un-
able to foster the dogs because 
she is at capacity. 

A visit to a veterinarian on 
Tuesday revealed that the female 
dog has a crushed pelvis, an old 
injury that was beyond healing. 
She was euthanized on Tuesday 
afternoon. Jeanne is seeking an 
immediate foster home for the 

male dog, as the house where he 
is currently staying is not set up 
for a dog, a hoping he will soon 
be adopted. 

“I think people dump a dog 
rather than face the shame and 
possible animal cruelty charges 
of bringing the animal to a shel-
ter. It’s admitting fault,” says 
Joanne Rivero. “At the same 
time, with people losing their 
homes there is a big problem with 
unwanted dogs.”

She recommends that people 
with dogs they can no longer 
care for contact an animal rescue 
organization. She will post, free 
of charge, adoption information 
on dogs in need of homes on the 
Big Dawgs Rescue website and 
on PetFinders.com. “We’ve been 
very successful placing dogs 
without ever having to put them 
into the shelter system, where 
unfortunately, they will likely 
be euthanized,” she said. “We’re 
seeing more adoptions from 
places like Oregon, Washington, 
and even Canada.”

For information on adopting 
the male dog and other dogs, visit 
www.bigdawgsrescue.com.

Teza Malmirchegini is pictured with one of the dogs.

dominate team in the world,” he 
continued.

Garamendi said there is an 
enormous debate going on as to 
how to accomplish that goal. One 
side says that the only way is to 
back down government. “It’s too 
big and omnipresent.” The deficit 
needs to be dealt with now. Re-
duce taxes and government. On 
the other side, Garamendi said 
he believes the country has to 
make investments now in what 
he calls five key areas now.  They 
are to provide the best education 
in the world; finance the best 
research in the world; manufac-
ture items in American based on 
new technologies and products 
developed through that research; 
build the best infrastructure; and 
go international. He says if the 
country waits to move forward on 
investments, the deficit will grow. 
Investiments in the five areas are 
necessary to build the economy. 
Then would be the time to deal 
with the deficit.

Change is another key to mov-
ing the economy forward.

When it comes to education, 
there is no way America can com-
pete in a world economy without 
the best educated workforce, ac-
cording to Garamendi. He noted 
that a recently approved bill 
provides $26 billion for teachers, 
firefighters and police. 

The program was paid for by 
ending corporate tax breaks when 
they ship jobs offshore. He esti-
mated ending the tax breaks will 
leave $10 billion in the country. 
The remainder of the $26 billion 
will be made up from appropria-
tions that have not been spent.

The second step, investing in 
infrastructure, will provide jobs, 
he continued. 

The third major investment 
area, already moving forward, 
represents the largest increase in 
research ever. Funds will finance 

research in such areas as health, 
energy and conservation. 

The last 25 years has seen a 
hollowing out of the manufactur-
ing section, with jobs going off-
shore. The manufacturing sector 
has shrunk to the smallest portion 
of the economy. “It is where real 
wealth is created,” Garamendi 
continued. He noted that locally, 
there are plans to take concepts 
developed at the national labora-
tories and put them in the private 
sector, where jobs would be cre-
ated, including in manufacturing. 
“If we deal with tax issues, regu-
lations issues and take research 
out of laboratories, we can make 
things in America.”

Garamendi took questions 
about health care, education, 
and taxes.

He was asked about the in-
creasing cost of health care even 
with the new laws. Garamendi 
said there are numerous reasons 
for the increase. The greatest 
rise comes from the drug indus-
try. The second is the intensity 
of medicine. Among the cost 
in California, for example, is 
the need to earthquake retrofit 
hospitals.

“The health care bill will hold 
cost down, just not immediately. 
Its provisions won’t go into full 
effect until 2014. For now, one 
of the most important aspects 
is that insurance companies can 
no longer reject someone with 
a preexisting condition,” stated 
Garamendi.

Two important pieces that 
are part of the health care bill 
are aimed at reducing costs. 
They are making the health care 
sector more efficient and base 
care on keeping people healthy. 
One provision that would keep 
cost down is the creation of 
insurance exchanges that would 
offer a standard benefit package. 
Keeping people healthy will 

change payments and how care 
is delivered.

Another question had to do 
with education funding in Cali-
fornia.

“The system has to change 
in virtually every way,” replied 
Garamendi. Technology is the 
most powerful teaching tool 
available, he stated pointing to 
his cellphone. California still 
uses paper tests and the old-fash-
ioned method of grading. All of 
this could be put on a child’s cell 
phone. A teacher would know im-
mediately what a child does not 
know. Other countries already 
do so. You see every kid with a 
celllphone resulting in immediate 
feedback on a test. “Is it cheap?” 
he asked, answering, “Not nearly 
as expensive as failure.”

Garamendi added, “Teachers 
also have to change.”

He suggested that California 
should change the tax system, 
which could help provide more 
income to the state and funds for 
education. He supports broaden-
ing the sales tax to include ser-
vices. That could bring in $100 
billion. He would eliminate the 
corporate tax and personal in-
come tax and reduce the overall 
sales tax to 3 percent.

One audience member sug-
gested the country was facing the 
largest tax increase ever.

Garamendi replied, “We’re 
not, unless you allow the Bush 
tax to fully expire. The tax cuts 
will end in 2010, if not extended. 
About 80 percent of the tax 
breaks went to the wealthiest 
10 percent of Americans. That 
further skewed the income dis-
tribution to the highest level. The 
upper middle class and below 
should have the tax reduction 
continue.” He set middle income 
at $250,000 and below. “Those 
above that have had it good. It’s 
a fairness issue.”

 

ECONOMY
(continued from page one)
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(925) 846-5858.

Scoping Meeting On Wind Turbines
The public will get a look at a proposed 

environmental impact report (EIR) for the Al-
tamont Pass Wind Resource corridor at a special 
scoping meeting to be held Sept. 2 at the Dublin 
Library.

The meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m to 8 
p.m. The library is at 200 Civic Plaza.

Planners will present a description of re-
powering activities for the wind turbines in the 
Altamont, revisions to use permits for turbines, 
and alternatives concerning the turbine project 
area.

For more information about the meeting, 
contact Maria Palmeri, at (510) 670-5400 or 
maria.palmeri@acgov.org.

 

down the road,” said Smith.
Representatives from all four 

Valley retailers — Livermore, 
Pleasanton, DSRSD, and Cali-
fornia Water Service — have 
met with Zone 7 staff to go over 
the rates. They all have recom-
mended holding the line on rates 
now.

The final rate paid by the 
consumer includes the charges by 
the retailers, who make their own 
decisions about water rates.

LINE OF CREDIT
SHOULD BE ENDED

On another item, the commit-
tee recommended that the board 

end its line of credit with Wells 
Fargo Bank. Zone 7 used $30.5 
million from a credit line of $60 
million. The line of credit, which 
works something like a credit 
card, allowed Zone 7 to pay 
up-front costs for pipeline work, 
without having to pay back a 
bond at higher interest.

The pipeline eventually will 
link the future Altamont water 
treatment plant on Dyer Road to 
a spot near the Livermore golf 
course. There the water will con-
nect to the Zone 7 water distribu-
tion system.

Completion of the line before 
the water plant were constructed 

WATER
(continued from page one)

won’t mean the line will sit 
waiting for the plant to be built. 
The pipeline configuration will 
enable Zone 7 to mix water in a 
better way along its distribution 
system.

The agreement with Wells 
Fargo ends in 2013. However, 
no more money needs to be with-
drawn from it during the period. 
The Altamont Water Treatment 
Plant can’t be built by then. 
With growth slowing, it won’t be 
needed soon, anyway.

Since Zone 7 is paying 
$14,750 each quarter to keep 
the credit line, the committee 

recommends termination of the 
agreement.

ZONE 7 SEEKS NEW
SOLAR CONTRACTOR
The panel also heard an oral 

report from Yue, who said that 
staff will go out to bid again for 
the completion of its solar panel 
electricity project at the Del Valle 
Water Treatment plant on Arroyo 
Road.

The contractor, Renewable 
Technologies Inc. (RTI), has 
had to abandon the solar project, 
after installing only part of the 
infrastructure, because it could 
not obtain a loan to finish it.

Zone 7 is not spending any 
money on the construction proj-
ect. The contractor makes money 
from PG&E, which provides a re-
bate for the construction. Yue ex-
pects the job could be completed 
on time by spring next year.

 

VALLEY ROUNDUP
Candidates Forum

The Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce will 
host a Candidates Forum Breakfast on Tues., 
September 14.

Candidates for mayor, Jennifer Hosterman 
and Cindy McGovern, and city council, Jerry 
Thorne, Cheryl Cook-Kallio, Karla Brown, and 
Fred Watson, will speak to the issues, about their 
qualifications, and address elements of Pleasan-
ton 2015: A Community Vision. 

The breakfast will be at 7:30 a.m. at Faz at 
Four Points Sheraton Hotel. Event is open to the 
community; cost is $22 per person. 

Longtime Pleasanton resident, business owner 
and past Chamber Board Chairman Brad Hirst, 
will moderate.  

To register, go to www.pleasanton.org or call 
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A Model
After some roadblocks, approval of Staples Ranch 

development will be able to move forward.
Settlement of the environmental impact report law-

suit has been negotiated. As part of the negotiations, 
agreement was reached on allowing the Stoneridge 
Drive extension when conditions are right.

The City Council, in a 5-0 vote, recently approved 
several documents paving the way for the development 
approval stage to begin; that will happen Tuesday, 
Sept. 7.

Community activism has driven the process. Se-
niors stepped up to push the council to move forward. 
Neighbors were cooperative in negotiating the settle-
ment of the lawsuit. 

A large audience was on hand for the council’s vote 
on the Staples Ranch documents. Councilmember 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio seemed to speak for the entire 
council when she remarked to the audience filled with 
seniors. “I can’t tell you how delighted I am with the 
involvement of the community. ... You have provided a 
model of what can be done when people come together 
and apply pressure where necessary.”

Staples Ranch will consist of several projects on 
124 acres, including senior housing. It’s the largest 
development undertaken by the City of Pleasanton 
since the Hacienda Business Park.

As is typical for any project in Pleasanton, as the 
Staples Ranch proceeds through the planning process, 
the citizenry is certain to remain deeply involved all 
the way.

 

the Pleasanton-Dublin BART 
station to Portola, where it would 
go underground to a downtown 
station. It would remain un-
derground past the First Street 
overpass where it would rise to 
grade level, and then continue to 
a second station at Vasco Road, 
near the current ACE station.

Focus of questions was on the 
EIR, which identified 81 parcels 
as being impacted by the 2B 
extension. The EIR also shows 
that 29 homes would be in the 
path of a freeway extension to 
Greenville, including seven as 
part of an Isabel station. The 
program EIR studied ten differ-
ent alignments and five station 
locations. 

There were eight public meet-
ings altogether held by BART and 
the city. There were an additional 
two meetings, open to the public, 
of the Rail Policy Working Group 
that discussed the BART  exten-
sion to Livermore.

Bonnie Nygard, transporta-
tion consultant for BART and 
moderator of the meeting, told 
the audience there are many 
questions we won’t have answers 
for. All of the details concerning 
the corridor, whether it will work 
or can be funded, remain to be 
studied. “The final decision has 
not been made on the route.”

Malcolm Quint, BART proj-
ect manager, said 2B was se-
lected because it provided the 
most benefit. It produced the 
most ridership, reduced vehicle 
miles traveled and greenhouse 
gases, and resulted in lower 
impact on air quality. The Vasco 
station would provide a synergy 
to the plans that are projected 
to produce some 50,000 jobs in 
the area. 

Quint said in response to the 
potential for property to be taken, 
“There are no residential right of 
way takes identified east of the 
First Street overcrossing. Most 
would occur near the downtown 
station site.”

There appeared to be confu-
sion over the difference between 
two environmental impact stud-
ies that would be part of any 
extension to Livermore. The 
currently approved EIR deals 
with the potential routes for the 
extension. A more detailed study 
of the preferred route, a project 
EIR, has yet to undertaken. It 
was estimated it would be 5 to 
10 years before that study was 
completed.

In order to answer questions 
about specific properties, the 
project EIR would have to be 
completed, said Quint. Until it 
is completed, officials won’t 
be able to say which properties 
would be the most impacted or 
required for the extension.

Asked later about homes, 
Livermore Mayor Marshall Ka-
mena commented that the goal 
would be to take zero homes.

Bob Vinn, project manager 

for the city, talked about reasons 
for the selection of the preferred 
route. He noted that requirements 
to receive funding include mul-
timodal stations and housing. In 
addition, the city has a scenic cor-
ridor ordinance, an urban growth 
boundary, airport protection area, 
and  infill building policy that 
impact the decision of where to 
place stations.

For example, Greenville Road 
faces environmental issues. Vinn 
said comments from Fish and 
Wildlife, Fish and Game and 
the Air Quality Board indicate it 
would not be feasible to acquire 
permits to build on the site. 

Some audience members 
shouted, “negotiate.”

The Isabel/580 site is impact-
ed by the urban growth bound-
ary, scenic corridor and airport 
protection zone policies, making 
it unlikely to be funded. 

“Unless the policies are 
changed,” grumbled several 
audience members.

Combined, the Vasco and 
downtown stations, would pro-
vide the ability to meet the hous-
ing requirements, continued 
Vinn. They also both connect 
with the ACE train. “No other 
sites are suitable to meet the 
MTC criteria,” declared Vinn.

Quint described the next steps 
in the process. First would be a 
yard and shop study to select a 
location for the yard. Engineering 
studies to fine tune a route would 
come next. The city would work 
on ridership development and 
station area specific plans. BART 
would proceed with a funding 
plan and monitor the potential 
right-of-way for willing sellers. 
“A project specific EIR must be 
completed before we can even 
contemplate eminent domain,” 
he added.

One resident wondered why 
the extension was taken off the 
freeway and brought through 
town, when remaining on the 
freeway would provide easier 
access for those using BART.

Quint pointed out that there 
are multiple ways to access the 
Vasco station. The city has plans 
to build Vasco to eight lanes. 
The station also provides access 
to jobs.

A resident noted that employ-
ees have gotten to the Lab just 
fine without BART. “We have 
to add homes and widen roads 
to extend BART.” He wondered 
what the value of the extension 
was to the city.

Nygard replied that Liver-
more commuters would not 
have to drive to Pleasanton or 
Dublin. Those coming from the 
central valley would not have to 
drive though Livermore to reach 
BART. Commutes to the Labs 
and job centers would be easier.

Noise was a big issue, with 
some wanting specific informa-
tion about their properties and 
how noise impacts would or 

could be mitigated.
In order to mitigate noise, 

the city will look at a range of 
options including track isolation 
(rubber between track and ties), 
sound walls and exact location 
of tracks.

That information, said Quint, 
would be developed as part of the 
project specific EIR.

City engineer Cheri Sheets 
commented that the project level 
study would be more specific.

It was suggested by another 
audience member that BART 
should look into acquiring equip-
ment that made less noise and 
created fewer vibrations, such 
as are used in Europe. “I fear 
what will be built will be a noisy, 
out-of-date system. Perhaps we 
should wait. It would cost less 
and be much nicer for the neigh-
borhood.”

Quint said that BART has a 
program to replace its vehicles 
with a quieter system. “We want 
to make it the quietest system 
we can.”

Sheets added that the study 
would look at alternative and new 
technologies.

There were complaints about 
scheduling workshops to talk 
about station locations during 
the holidays, when many people 
could not attend.  Complaints 
were voiced about communica-
tion, in general. “You need to be 
more available to people who 
will be impacted,” one person 
declared.

Kathy Chase called the entire 
process disingenuous on all 
levels. She accused officials of 
making decisions behind closed 
doors. “I believe there needs to 
be a vote. I oppose the downtown 
station, not BART. Many inter-
ests would like to see it in the 
downtown.”  She suggested that 
policies that prevent the freeway 
stations from being selected be 
changed or have the city negoti-
ate to change them.

Others echoed that view. “It’s 
a regional system and ought to be 
along the freeway. You rejected 
the freeway alignment based 
on existing policy, buildability 
and environmental impacts. You 
show a lack of courage in not 
being willing to take on these 
issues.”

Sheets said that it is not within 
the staff’s prerogative to change 
policies. For example, the airport 
protection zone is a regional pol-
icy. “The policies are part of the 
reality of what can be done.”

Questions were asked about 
how to change the route.

Nygard said that the detailed 
analysis may find something that 
makes it unbuildable or unfund-
able. If the extension were not 
supported as a whole, it will 
be difficult to fund. She added, 
“There is a lot of misinformation 
out there.” She also noted that 
while most of those attending 
the meeting oppose the down-

BART
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resources management policy. 
“We can make our designation 
today,” he said tentatively to 
county counsel representative 
Brian Washington. The counsel 
responded, “Yes, you can make 
your designation today. That’s 
correct.”

Miley then said that he just 
“can’t get there, that kennels per 
se fit into the resources manage-
ment designation, unless they are 
connected to some agricultural 
use of some type, recreational 
use of some type, connected with 
the land.”

Later in the record, Miley 
said, “I just think we should use 
a very strict interpretation of 
Measure D.”

Further, the written official 
resolution that came from the 
supervisors’ meeting, states that 
the rejected kennel “as proposed, 
is a commercially oriented use 
that is not allowed in the Re-
sources Management Land Use 
Designation and does not relate 
to the purposes of the Agricul-
tural District.” A separate clause 
after that reiterates that it “is not 
an allowed use in the Resources 
Management land use designa-
tion ...”

Washington and county coun-
sel Richard Winnie, who is the 
sole public information source 
for the county counsel’s office, 
had not responded to e-mail ques-
tions to them on Tuesday, before 
the Independent’s deadline.

In the county staff report 
that the WCBZA used for its 
information on Aug. 25, the 
Measure D legal relevancy was 
discussed. The staff report said 
that the Dublin Canyon kennel, 
rejected by supervisors March 
30, “is not an allowed use in the 
Resources Management land use 
designation.”

However, “it is the opinion 
of County Counsel and Staff 
that this action did not set prec-
edent for future kennels within 
Resource Management, but that 
the denial was specific to the size, 
scale and character of that kennel 
project.”

The staff report was refer-
ring to a memo from the county 
counsel’s office that said ken-
nels are compatible uses on land 
designated for Resources Man-
agement. Although the county 
counsel made that statement in 
a memo dated Sept. 28, 2009, it 
still remains the opinion of his 
office, said the staff report, which 
is dated Aug. 25, 2010.

Miley’s remarks about setting 
a precedent did not occur until 
March 30, 2010. However, the 
Aug. 25 staff report does not ad-
dress them.

SOME TESTIFY
FOR THE KENNEL

Some public testimony from 

Castro Valley area residents at 
the WCBZA meeting Aug. 25 
favored granting the expansion. 
Speakers talked about desirabil-
ity of having the service in the 
area. Most did not address the 
objections that were based on the 
alleged violation of Measure D.

Schneider told the Indepen-
dent that two people at the WC-
ZBA meeting spoke up tangen-
tially about Measure D. One said 
he boarded his hunting dog at the 
kennel. “This apparently is sup-
posed to qualify the kennel as a 
recreational use in an agricultural 
district,” said Schneider.

Another man, who lives in 
a rural area boards his dog at 
the kennel. “This is supposed to 
qualify it as serving an agricul-
tural use,” said Schneider.

Calls to Damien Curry, the 
planner who staffed the WCBZA 
meeting, and the Fabianacs for 
comment, were not returned be-
fore the Independent’s deadline.
MEASURE D ADVOCATES

OPPOSE PERMIT 
APPROVAL

Several longtime backers of 
Measure D did speak against the 
K-9 Kennels expansion because 
they saw it as a violation of the 
ordinance, which was passed in 
2000 by voters countywide.

Bob Baltzer, president of 
Friends of Livermore, said that 
he felt strongly that Miley’s 
remarks make clear that kennels 
for urban use set a precedent.. 
He told the Independent that 
expansion under measure D of a 
non-conforming use, such as this, 
is not permitted.

“There seems to be a continu-
ing trend by staff of taking the 
broadest interpretation that they 
can make of any application that 
could come up under Measure D, 
and using it to try to undermine 
Measure D. It appeared that they 
again gave misinformation to ap-
plicants and the zoning board,” 
said Baltzer.

Castro Valley resident Diana 
Hanna, who worked on passage 
of Measure D and has spoken 
up for it over the years, told the 
Independent that granting the 
kennel expansion permit is like 
the “camel sticking his nose into 
the tent.” Eventually, the whole 
camel is in the tent, and eventu-
ally there won’t be anything left 
of Measure D’s intent, was her 
point.

According to Measure D, 
“whether it’s an expansion of 
35 dogs or 3500, there is no ex-
pansion allowed. We just went 
through it with RV storage (in 
South Livermore a few months 
ago), and another kennel (on 
Palomares Canyon Road). No 
administrators can change these 
precedents,” said Hanna.

BART
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town-Vasco alignment, many 
support it.

Vinn pointed out that if the 
Greenville station were selected, 
6400 homes would have to be 
built there at densities of 100 to 
the acre.

That drew the comment, 
“We’ve been paying taxes for 
BART. Now funding is tied to 
housing, because BART needs 
more money. There should be 
a class action lawsuit to regain 
those tax dollars for failure to 
deliver.” 

The additional money BART 
has been collecting is used for 
operations, not capital projects.

There were concerns about 
building 1500 homes in down-
town Livermore. Sheets said it 
would be a total of 1500 between 
downtown and the Vasco station. 
The housing doesn’t have to be 
a net add to the city. Housing 
approved elsewhere can be real-
located to the two sites.

With the cloud of BART im-
pacts hanging over a property, it 
will be difficult to sell, said many. 
Owners pointed out that they 
would be required to disclose the 
fact BART may be built near their 
homes. Many were counting on 
their homes to fund retirement. 
There were such comments as, 
“There is no way you can guar-
antee that BART won’t impact 
my home. Why can’t we have it 
along the freeway?” “I’m stuck. 
I can’t sell my house.” “We’re 
being held hostage by your deci-
sions.”

There was a suggestion that 
the proposed route be put on the 
ballot. Robert Allen indicated he 
would be starting an initiative 
process aimed at the Nov. 8, 2011 
ballot. If the advisory initiative 
were approved, it would direct 
the City of Livermore to petition 
the BART board of directors to 
change course and plan for any 
BART extension to Livermore 
to run at ground level in a wid-
ened I-580 freeway median to 
Greenville Road, with a first 
phase station and tail track at 
Isabel/I-580.

The final decision will be 
made by the BART board.

Some declared, in loud voices, 
they didn’t care if BART were 
ever extended to Livermore.  
They asked how they could stop 
the current proposal.

Nygard said there is no for-
mal process that would allow it 
to stop. There will be scoping 
meetings for the project specific 
EIR. At that time, people could 
ask BART to stop. 

Quint stated it is clear that the 
community present at the meet-
ing has a lot of concerns. There 
has to be more discussions to 
address those concerns.

Vinn added, “We heard loud 
and clear that the city needs to 
do a better job communicating 
with property owners near the 
proposed route.”

Radiocarbon dating is used 
to determine the age of every-
thing from ancient artifacts to 
prehistoric corals on the ocean 
bottom.

However, in a recent study ap-
pearing in the Aug. 26 edition of 
the journal, Nature, a Lawrence 
Livermore scientist and his col-
leagues used the method to trace 
the pathway of carbon dioxide 
released from the deep ocean to 
the atmosphere at the end of the 
last ice age.

The team noticed that a rapid 
increase in atmospheric COv(2) 
concentrations coincided with 
a reduced amount of carbon-14 
relative to carbon-12 (the two 
isotopes of carbon that are used 
for carbon dating and are re-
ferred to as radiocarbon) in the 
atmosphere.

“This suggests that there was 
a release of very ‘old’ or low 
14/12COv(2) from the deep 
ocean to the atmosphere during 
the end of the last ice age,” said 
Tom Guilderson, an author on the 
paper and a scientist at LLNL’s 
Center for Accelerator Mass 
Spectrometry.

The study suggests that 

COv(2) release may speed up the 
melting following an ice age.

Radiocarbon in the atmo-
sphere is regulated largely by 
ocean circulation, which controls 
the sequestration of COv(2) in 
the deep sea through atmosphere-
ocean carbon exchange. During 
the last ice age (approximately 
110,000 to 10,000 years ago), 
lower atmospheric COv(2) levels 
were accompanied by increased 
atmospheric radiocarbon concen-
trations that have been credited 
to greater storage of COv(2) in a 
poorly ventilated abyssal ocean.

“The ocean circulation was 
significantly different than it 
is today and carbon was being 
stored in the deep ocean in a 
manner that we don’t completely 
understand,” Guilderson said.

Using two sediment cores 
from the sub-Antarctic and sub-
tropic South Pacific near New 
Zealand, the team dated the cores 
to be between 13,000 and 19,000 
years old. Guilderson was able 
to use the carbon-14 in the cores 
as a tracer to determine not only 
when the large CO2 release oc-
curred but the ocean pathway by 
which it escaped.

“In this case, the absence of 
a signal is telling us something 
important,” Guilderson said. 
“Deeper waters substantially de-
pleted in carbon-14 were drawn 
to the upper layers and this is the 
main source of the CO2 during 
deglaciation.

Data suggests that the upwell-
ing of this water occurred in the 
Southern Ocean, near Antarctica. 
In our cores off New Zealand, 
which lie in the path of waters 
which ‘turn over’ in the Southern 
Ocean, we don’t find anomalous-
ly low carbon-14/12 ratios.

This implies that either water 
which upwelled in the Southern 
Ocean, after 16,500 years ago, 
had a vigorous exchange with 
the atmosphere, allowing its 14C-
clock to be reset, or the circula-
tion was significantly different 
than what the current paradigm 
is. If the paradigm is wrong, then 
during the glacial and deglacia-
tion, the North Pacific is much 
more important than we give it 
credit for,” Guilderson said.

The large CO2 release sped up 
the melting, he said.

As for CO2 emissions con-
tributing to recent global warm-

Large CO2 Release Speeds up Ice Age Melting
ing, Guilderson said the CO2 
release from the last ice age is 
not relevant.

“We can radiocarbon date 
the CO2 in the atmosphere now 
and what we’ve found is that the 
isotopic signature indicates that it 
is really due to the use of fossil 
fuels,” he said.

The average lifetime of CO2 
in the atmosphere is on the order 
of 70-100 years.

Other collaborators include 
the University of California, 
Davis, the Institute of Marine 
and Coastal Sciences at Rutgers 
University, Institute of Marine 
Sciences at the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, Institu de 
Ciència i Tecnologia Ambientals 
of Spain, University of Auckland, 
and the Woods Hole Oceano-
graphic Institution. Cruise par-
ticipants also included individu-
als from Oregon State University, 
Texas A&M University, and in-
ternational collaborators from 
the New Zealand Institute for 
Water and Air, and the Australian 
CSIRO.

The research was funded by 
the National Science Founda-
tion. 

Nearly 200 Tri-Valley young 
people were employed over the 
past two summers in the Summer 
Youth Employment Program 
(SYEP), conducted by the Tri-
Valley Community Foundation 
in partnership with Alameda 
County Workforce Investment 
Board (WIB), and Las Positas 
College.  Leveraging economic 
stimulus funding, this year’s 
program targeted young people 
in families hit hardest by the cur-
rent economic downturn.

“In the middle of one of the 
worst recessions in U.S. history, 
local businesses stepped up to 
give our young people summer 
employment,” said Aaron Ortiz, 
Program Officer for the Founda-
tion.  .

To celebrate the success, the 
Tri-Valley Community Founda-
tion and the Tri-Valley Business 
Council will host a forum on 
Thursday, September 9, 2010 
from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. The event 
will be held at the Robert Liver-

more Event Center, Palo Verde 
Room, at 4444 East Avenue, 
Livermore, CA.

“This forum will allow the 
youth and businesses involved in 
the summer program to interact 
with the community,” said David 
Rice, President and CEO of the 
Tri-Valley Community Founda-
tion. “We want to encourage 
more businesses to participate in 
youth employment projects like 
this, which help young people 
develop school-to-career skills,” 

Rice added.
Participating students from 

Las Positas College produced a 
video about the summer employ-
ment program that will be shown 
at the event. Officials from city 
and county governments, busi-
ness leaders, and educators will 
also participate in the forum. 

Those in the community who 
want to join us are encouraged 
to RSVP by calling (925) 734-
9965.

Youth Employment Program Declared a Huge Success
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After many months of gloomy 
reports about the University 
of California’s future financial 
health, a UC panel has recom-
mended a number of steps to put 
the University’s “post-employ-
ment benefits” – PEB – on a 
sustainable footing. 

“Left unchanged, PEB costs 
will lead to fiscal insolvency…
the status quo means that within 
four years, the University will 
be paying more for pension 
and retiree healthcare than for 
instruction at the 10 campuses,” 
according to the panel’s report, 
which was submitted last week to 
UC President Mark Yudof.

Whether the recommendations 
will be accepted and transmitted 
to the UC Regents as proposed 
policy is not yet clear. However, 
Yudof’s communications to the 
University community to date 
have indicated essential agree-
ment with many of the report’s 
principles.

The panel is the Task Force 
on Post Employment Benefits, 
established in March 2009.  Its 
general charter was to recom-
mend how to “reward faculty and 
staff” for career service with the 
University, provide “competitive 
benefit programs” to promote 
the recruitment of high quality 
employees, and sustain “com-
mitments to…current and future 
retirees.”

The question of long-term 
affordability is an ever-present 
threat to the future of University 
operations. It has been raised re-
peatedly in Task Force meetings 
on the UC campuses. Long-term 
viability has also come up in pre-
sentations to retirees at the semi-
annual meetings of the Council 
of UC Retirees Associations.  
Recent years have been lean ones 
for the University, which has ex-
perienced a long-term reduction 
in state support while its liability 
for health and pension benefits 
continued to grow.

The University is now able 
to cover only about one-third of 
annual post-employment benefits 
costs, the Task Force reported.  
“The other two-thirds…are be-
ing deferred and are building a 
large unfunded liability that is 
expected to reach $37.5 billion 
by 2013.”

The steep rise in unfunded li-
ability has been caused by factors 
such as increases in longevity and 
health care costs, the absence of 
employee pension contributions 
for nearly 20 years, cutbacks in 
state support, and diminished 
investment return during a severe 
recession.

Concerned at persistent ru-
mors of severe and morale-
damaging cutbacks in health 
and retirement programs, the 
University has quickly published 
a reassuring notice of the posi-
tive features of the Task Force 
report.

“Certain things will not 
change” for employees, counsels 
a UC publication issued just this 
week.  UC will continue to “offer 
a defined benefit…pension plan.”  
Pension benefits accrued up to 

UC Task Force Aims to Return Pensions,
Benefits to Sustainable Financial Path

the time any future changes are 
made “cannot be altered,” it goes 
on, and retirees will continue to 
be offered health benefits.

For current retirees, “your 
monthly retirement benefit will 
not be reduced” and “you will 
not be asked to contribute to 
UCRP” — the pension program 
— as current employees are be-
ing required to do.

Still, some change is inevi-
table, the report predicts. As a 
result, future retirement benefits 
are likely to be less generous than 
those offered in the recent past. 

One Task Force recommenda-
tion is to begin dealing with the 
problem of health care costs by 
reducing University contribu-
tions to retiree health premiums 
from the present level of about 90 
percent to 70 percent by 2018.

This feature would apply to 
current retirees as well as new 
and current employees after they 
retire.  A further recommenda-
tion is to consider, every year, 
whether an additional 3 percent 
reduction is needed to deal with 
the financial environment at the 
time.

Another measure, started 
this past spring, is to increase 
required contributions by UC 
employees to their own pen-
sion programs – contributions 
which are taken for granted in 
many organizations, but which 
UC stopped requiring in 1991 
because the pension fund was 
over-funded.

Employees have only this year 
started contributions again, in the 
range of 2-4 percent of earnings 
as compared to the University’s 
4 percent.  The Task Force rec-
ommended increasing employee 
contributions to 5 percent by July 
2012, with University’s contribu-
tions rising to 10 percent.

The Task Force recommended 
further increases after that, but 
also advocated setting up a new 
pension tier in 2013 in which 
new employees can make lower 
contributions but have a reduced 
benefit.  

A third recommendation is 
to make certain finance and ac-
counting changes; for example, 

to spread debt repayment over 
a 30-year rather than 15-year 
schedule, and to make use of 
UC’s own short-term investment 
pool as a resource to borrow 
against at less than half the an-
ticipated cost of issuing Pension 
Obligation Bonds. 

Barring eventual court action, 
thousands of Tri-Valley retirees 
who once worked for UC at 
Lawrence Livermore Lab would 
not be affected by changes in the 
UC health care program, since 
their health care programs are 
now administered by a different 
contractor, Lawrence Livermore 
National Security LLC.  The UC 
Livermore Lab Retiree Group 
last month petitioned Superior 

Court in Oakland to restore them 
to UC health programs, but the 
legal wheels in that process are 
expected to grind slowly.

The University’s health pro-
grams are not vested and are 
paid for year by year from the 
UC operating fund.  By contrast, 
the pensions of Livermore ’s UC 
retirees continue to be managed 
by UC.  They are vested and are 
protected under state law, a Uni-
versity spokesman noted. 

Those interested in reading 
more about the proposed changes 
can do so at a University web 
page, The Future of UC Retire-
ment Benefits, http://universi-
tyofcalifornia.edu/sites/ucrpfu-
ture/  

 

The City of Livermore’s 
Commission for the Arts will 
be unveiling the Whale Murals, 
which were recently installed 
on the two digester tanks and 
the south and west walls of the 
Solids Handling Building at the 
Water Reclamation Plant on Jack 
London Boulevard in Livermore.  
The unveiling will take place at 
the location on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 7, 2010 at 4pm.

Artist Darren Greenwood, 
as well as local city officials, 
whale mural sponsors, and com-
munity supporters are expected 
to attend this event.  The City of 
Livermore’s Commission for the 
Arts allocated $20,000 and re-
leased an RFP for the installation 
of this mural in April of this year. 
The artist provided a bonus mural 

through the support of sponsors 
Kelly Moore Paints and Hertz 
Equipment Rental.

The whale murals were in-
stalled in addition to the existing 
marine life murals that were 
previously donated and painted 
on the north and east walls of the 
Solids Handling Building by the 
same artist.  The Whale Murals 
provide a seamless continuation 
of the existing mural. It features 
full-height murals in each of 
the digester tanks highlighting 
additional humpback whales, as 
well as dolphins, grey whales, 
and other marine life.  

For more information, contact 
Livermore Economic Devel-
opment Department Manager 
Catherine Hagebusch at (925) 
960-4477.

 

 

 

Public Invited to Unveiling of 
Livermore's Whale Murals

The Cystic Fibrosis Foun-
dation is proud to announce 
the Third Annual Wine for a 
Cure to take place on Saturday, 
September 25th, 2010 at John 
Madden’s Goal Line Productions 
in Pleasanton.  Wine for a Cure 
Caregiver of the year, Dr. Karen 
Hardy, will be honored.

Billy Beane will be in atten-
dance during our VIP reception. 
Beane is the General Manager of 
the Oakland A’s. He is featured in 
Moneyball, by best selling author 
Michael Lewis and is portrayed 
by Brad Pitt in the upcoming 
Hollywood feature.

Entertainment will be provid-
ed by Lindsay Wadleigh, Chris 
LeBel and Tess Dunn. At age 
26, Lindsay has accomplished 
more goals and overcome more 
challenges than many people 
encounter in a lifetime. Lindsay 
is an artist, a blogger, a singer, a 
dancer, a musician, a free spirit, a 
dreamer and she has cystic fibro-
sis. 17 year old singer/songwriter 
Chris LeBel performs in the Cali-
fornia Bay Area. Specializing 
in top 40 hits and old favorites, 
Chris is quickly making a name 
for himself. Chris has become a 
great supporter of CF. Tess Dunn 
is a 15-year old singer-song-
writer phenom who hails from 
Santa Cruz, California. Tess’ 
raspy vocals, mature keyboard 
compositions and alternative 
sound transcend her years. She 
started playing the piano at age 

5, began writing songs at age 11 
and first took to the stage at age 
12. Tess faces issues of mortality, 
due to cystic fibrosis, that infuse 
her music and lyrics with radiant 
richness and haunting depth.

The night will showcase 
wines from the Livermore Val-
ley paired with culinary dishes 
from a special menu created by 
Skip Hinsley of Girasole Grill 
and  Pampered Palate. Picazo 
Vineyards as the premier winery, 
pouring during our VIP reception.  
The Steven Kent and La Rochelle 
wineries will be featured during 
the main event, along with other 
Livermore Valley wineries.

The Wine for a Cure event 
will raise money to provide 
funds for the research necessary 
to find a cure for cystic fibrosis.  
Cystic fibrosis is a life-threaten-
ing genetic disease that affects 
over 30,000 children and young 
adults in the United States. There 
are dozens of families here in 
the East Bay dealing with this 
disease and we are looking to 
our community to help us find 
a cure.

Meet and greet with Billy 
Beane will be at 5 p.m. in the VIP 
lounge. The main event begins 
at 6 p.m. at John Madden’s Goal 
Line Productions, 5959 Coro-
nado Lane, Pleasanton. 

To purchase tickets online, 
visit: http://nca.cff.org/winefora-
cure, to purchase by phone, call 
415.989.6500

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation to 
Benefit from Wine for a Cure

The Shiva-Vishnu Temple 
Hindu Community and Cultural 
Center human services will pres-
ent a health fair on Sat., Sept. 
18. Services will be available 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
temple, 1232 Arrowhead Ave., 
Livermore.

Free medical advice will be 
provided on: internal medi-
cine, cardiology, diseases of 
the stomach, intestine and liver, 
lung diseases, allergy, asthma 
and immunology, childhood 
diseases, women’s health, psy-
chiatry, physical medicine and 

rehabilitation, orthopedics, skin 
diseases, nutrition and diet urol-
ogy/nephrology, eye diseases, 
chiropractic services, alternative 
medicine, and dental hygiene.

There will be free evaluations 
for blood pressure, blood sugar, 
and cholesterol. There will also 
be an opportunity to register as a 
bone marrow donor.

For more information, contact 
Smt. Suman Jain at suman1218@
yahoo.com or call the temple at 
449-6255.

All are welcome.

Health Fair to Be Held in 
Livermore; Open to All
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Rage U15 Orange  team members are (front row, left to right) Nikki Costello and Tori Larsen; 
(middle row) Laren Fan, Hannah Stapp, Olivia Deutschman, Nikki Cerri, Patricia Norcross, Kayla 
Cerri, Cassie Santana and Katie Oross; and (back row) Coach Joe Santana, Courtney Seams, 
Lindsey Curlett, Claire Hickel, Claire Williams, Danielle Dieke, Laura Morgan, Evan Murphy, Vanessa 
Villanueva and Coach Malcom Cerri. The Livermore Dynamite U10G got their season started off strong with a 2nd place finish in the 

annual San Ramon Rec Plus tournament this weekend.  The team won their first three games 
and allowed only a single goal from the competition.  In the championship game they lost a close 
one 3-1 to San Ramon and placed an impressive 2nd place overall in the 11 team tournament.  
The players pictured are (front row) Kennedy Griffith, Kelsi Green, Mackenzie Lemieux, Kaitlyn 
Guggiana, Lindsay Plant, Shaylin Vadney, (middle row) Sarah Davisson, Kate Wallace, Samantha 
Victor, Jordan Kennedy, Abby Fraser, Jessica Zogaric, (back row) Steve Griffith, Kevin Fraser, 
and Katie Kennedy.
 

Livermore Youth Soccer
Livermore Youth Soccer League 

results:
Livermore Soccer Club High-Comp
U9 Boys, Division 1:  Livermore Fusion 

SC Black 2, Stockton Flames United FC 1: 
The Fusion U9 Black Boys Team traveled 
to Stockton Sunday morning for a State Cup 
preliminary game. After giving up a penalty 
kick early in the game the Livermore boys 
got the equalizer just before halftime thanks 
to a nice goal by Trent Crisp. Matti Crivello 
scored the game winning goal right before the 
end of the game. Matthew Hagan made lots 
of big saves in goal. Offense: Trent Crisp (G), 
Matti Crivello (G) (Livermore); Defense: 
Matthew Hagan (GK) (Livermore)

Livermore Soccer Club Rec-Plus
U14 Boys: San Ramon United 1, 

Livermore Matrix Reloaded 0: Offense: 
Danial Hicks (San Ramon); Chance Owen, 
Kevin Switzer, Kevin Burkett (Livermore); 
Defense: Taylor O'Hanlan (San Ramon); 

James Yarnell, Jonathan Short, Jeff Mullins 
(Livermore); Goals/Assists: Daniel Hicks 
(G) (San Ramon)

Livermore Matrix Reloaded 2, Alamo 
United 0: After 40 scoreless minutes a late 
surge by Matrix Reloaded resulted in 2 goals 
scored. Offense: Kevin Switzer, Stephen Kai, 
Joshua Frazier (Livermore); Ryan Birdsall 
(Alamo); Defense: James Yarnell, Will 
Mullins, Cameron Ourdoune (Livermore); 
Christos Dereschuk (Alamo); Goals/Assists: 
Kevin Switzer (2G), Owen Chance (A), 
Nathan Barros (A) (Livermore)

U12 Girls Tournament: Livermore 
Strikers 5, Danville Cheetahs 0: Goals/As-
sists: Briana Shultis (2G), Kristen Heise (G), 
Alexandria Clifton (G, A), Kelly Perreault 
(G, A). Game 2: Livermore Strikers 0, Dan-
ville Lightning 0. Game 3: Livermore Strikers 
2, Danville Cardinals 1. Goals/Assists: Chaila 
Grimm (2G), Jenna Tidwells (A). Game 4: 
Livermore Strikers 2, San Ramon Dynamo 0: 
The girls did great in their first tourney of the 

season.  Strong defense. Fourth place overall 
out of 17 teams that played. Goals/Assists: 
Alexandria Clifton (G), Tara Collier (G), 
Lindsey Welles (A), Katie Carmichael (A), 
Sydney Duncan (A).

U-12 Girls: Livermore's under 12 girls 
Fusion Maroon soccer team travelled to Mor-
gan Hill last Saturday and Sunday battling 
in games against Modesto Ajax, Mustang 
Magic and FC Diablo. On Saturday, Fusion 
Maroon took an early lead against Mustang 
Magic when Selina Cardoza struck a high 
corner kick which Alyssa Oki directed to 
the Magic keeper. On a rebound, Amanda 
Silveira headed the ball into the goal.  Fusion's 
Adriana Sblendorio and Selina Cardoza 
marked Magic's scorers and prevented shots 
for most of game. With the wind at its back 
in the second half, Magic twice lifted high 
balls over the outstretched hands of Fusion 
keeper Ashley Morton in the last 5 minutes 
to defeat Fusion 2 to 1.  Against Modesto 
Ajax, forward Laura Duterte and midfielder 

Lauren Sandy made several good pushes to 
the goal, but were turned away by a stout 
Ajax squad.  Keeper Ashley Morton made 
numerous saves. Stevie Sobers stopped a 
sure goal with a marvelous defensive play 
that resulted in a Fusion counterattack led 
by Jessica Mahabali, Colette Mardirossian 
and Lesly Jimenez. 

On Sunday against FC Diablo, Marissa 
Pletschette and Amy Silva led the team with 
hard-nosed back line play.   Fusion charged 
into FC Diablo's defense in the second half 
with several scoring efforts.  Brooklyn Smith-

ers broke away from her mark and crossed to 
Alyssa Oki whose shot just went wide.  On 
a long lead pass from Adriana Sblendorio, 
Lauren Sandy headed the ball to the goal 
only to be denied by the FC Diablo keeper.  
Amy Moussa started a counterattack down 
Fusion's right-side touchline by passing to 
Madison Gannon who advanced the ball to 
Jessica Mahabali who lifted a shot that was 
turned away.  The game's sole goal decided 
the game in the favor of FC Diablo. 

The Livermore Fusion Black U15 girls 
scored with two minutes left in overtime to 

capture third place in the Magic Cup tourna-
ment in Morgan Hill. Against the Burlingame 
Blitz in a windy consolation game, the Fusion 
had several scoring opportunities early but 
could not convert. The Blitz countered at 
times and it took solid play from defender 
Sarah Franklin to stop a breakaway and a 
diving save from keeper Savannah Winters. 
Livermore put together a couple of late rushes 
in the half, including a middle run and shot by 
Elyse Codiroli and got some nice defensive 
work from Mariajose Chacon. Despite a wind 
disadvantage in the second half, Livermore's 



The Confederation of North, 
Central American and Carib- 
bean Association Football (CON-
CACAF) Director of Compe-
titions Jill Fracisco has been 
promoted  to deputy general 
secretary of the confederation 
overseeing referee administra-
tion, travel, accommodations, 
meetings and congresses, facili-
ties and protocol.

She is a graduate of Foothill 
High School in Pleasanton. Jill is 
the daughter of Patrick and Phyl-
lis Fracisco of Pleasanton.

Based in the confederation's 
New York headquarters, Jill 
joins Ted Howard and Italo Zanzi 
in the senior executive role as 
deputy general secretary.

Fracisco has an accomplished 
history with CONCACAF and 
extensive experience in interna-
tional football.

She was the first woman to 
serve as a team liaison at the FIFA 
World Cup when she worked 

with Mexico in 1994. She joined 
CONCACAF later that year and 
managed the confederation's 
competitions.

As Director of Competitions 
she oversaw operations for the 
CONCACAF Gold Cup, wom-
en's and youth championships. 
She has also served as a assistant 
general coordinator for the FIFA 
World Cup in 1998, 2002, 2006 
and 2010, and as a general coor-
dinator for several FIFA women's 
and youth World Cups. Prior to 

joining CONCACAF, Fracisco 
worked with various professional 
sports teams in the San Francisco 
area.

"Jill has played a critical role 
in the growth of the confed-
eration," CONCACAF President 
Jack Warner said. "She is very 
deserving of this promotion and 
will no doubt continue to excel 
in her new role."

Fracisco's appointment co-
incides with CONCACAF's 
expansion of its referee program 
and the growth of its institutional 
events.

"Jill's experience and skills 
make her uniquely qualified 
to further develop our referee 
program and lead the expansion 
of our events," CONCACAF 
General Secretary Chuck Blazer 
said. "Her promotion is a very 
fitting recognition of her accom-
plishments."
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Pictured are members of the All American Sports Academy (AASA) 14U  team coached by 
Johnny Heinz. The team finished as co-champions with the Huntington Beach Breeze at the 
2010 ASA Western National Championship held in Fort Collins, Colorado recently. The 14s beat 
seven different Southern California teams to reach the finals, including both teams from the 
Artesia Punishers organization, the Pumas, The Next Level-Gold, Cal Lite, OC Batbusters, and 
the Huntington Beach Breeze.  This is the first AASA 14U team team to win the ASA Western 
Nationals and earn one of two births to the 2011 Nationals by outplaying a 72-team field. There 
were three girls on the team from Livermore and Pleasanton, Tabitha Heinz, Rachel Norman, and 
Ashley Lotoszynski, catcher, shortstop, and third basemen.  

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The grand opening and dedication of Fallon Sports Park in Dublin was held recently. The new 
sports park is located at Central Parkway and Lockhart Street. Festivities included a soccer 
clinic, basketball skills challenge, Police vs. Fire softball game, cardio tennis, teeball clinic, 
and a BMX demo and race.  The 60 acre park includes sports fields for year around play. There 
are two baseball diamonds, two lighted soccer fields, two lighted softball fields, four lighted 
basketball courts, four lighted tennis courts, and a BMX course.

defense, led by the hustle of Ryley Landreth, 
denied Burlingame each time. The Fusion 
offense responded with some strong runs 
and shots on goal from Katie Lortie but 
the Blitz keeper made every stop to send 
the game into overtime. Finally, with two 
minutes left, Elise Falgout directed a ball 
down the middle which Alison Pierson ran 
down and held off  three defenders to fire a 
high shot into the corner  for the only goal of 
the contest and a third place finish.

Livermore advanced to the consolation 
game with a come-from-behind 2-1 victory 
over the MVLA Hurricanes. Despite several 
scoring opportunities in the first half, the 
Fusion fell behind 1-0. Eight minutes into 
the second half, Jenna Hatch took a lead 
pass from Mikaela Priest and scored on a 
breakaway to tie the match. Both teams 
battled evenly the rest of the game. With 
five minutes remaining, Marissa Scheid 
drove hard just outside the box and drew 
a foul. Sarah Wilkinson then converted the 
free kick by drilling a hard, high shot out of 
the reach of the Hurricanes keeper to give 
the Fusion the lead. Livermore's defense 
then held on for the win. The Fusion split its 
first two games. Against Elk Grove Everton, 
Livermore scored four first half goals with 
the wind. Mady Souza scored the first goal 
on a long shot from beyond the box for a 
1-0 lead. Five minutes later, Souza chipped 
a free kick near the goal which Jenna Hatch 
controlled on the left side and fired the ball 
into the right corner. A few minutes later, 
Wilkinson drove another long shot into the 
net and Souza got her second assist when 
Falgout battled an Elk Grove defender to 
direct the ball into an open corner for a 4-0 
lead. In the second half, the Fusion defense 
was tested as it played against the wind but 
only gave up one goal. Defenders Mickele 
Schmitt, Sarah Franklin, Mariajose Chacon, 
Ryley Landreth and goalie Savannah Winters 
did not let Elk Grove back in the game and 
the Fusion prevailed 4-1.

Livermore took the first half lead against 
the Almaden Wildcats in their second game 
when Beth McCall took a short pass from 
Alyssa Stevenson and found the left side of 
the net for a 1-0 lead. Almaden's defense 
held the remainder of the half and managed 
to score two minutes before halftime to 
tie the game 1-1. The Wildcats opened the 
second half with a quick goal off a corner 
to take a 2-1 lead. The Fusion was not able 
to muster much offense the remainder of 
the match as Almaden controlled play and 
finished with a 2-1 win.

Livermore Soccer Club House
U14 Girls: Vortex 2, Aftershocks 2: 

Aftershocks scored first and took a 1-0 
lead into the half.  Vortex scored 2 goals in 
second half and with 1 minute remaining, 
Aftershocks scored the game tying goal.  It 
was a very competitive and exciting match 
to open the 2010 season for both teams; 
Offense: Jessica Irwin, Hannah Larsen, 
Emily Eijansantos (Vortex); Carolina Soto, 
Nicole Paulazzo, Carly Martinez (After-
shocks); Defense: Christy Bryant, Molly 
Morrisroe (GK), Maddie Miller (Vortex); 
Cassidy Herro, Hannah Finster, Kristi Brown 
(Aftershocks); Goals/Assists: Jessica Irwin 
(2G) (Vortex); Carly Martinez, Carolina Soto 
(Aftershocks)

U12 Girls: Soccer Tsunamis 3, Shooting 
Stars 0: Offense: Rachel De Silva (Tsunamis); 
August Yocher, Summer Hassett, Alexandra 
Maas (Stars); Defense: Kirstie Burgess, 
Lisette Rocha (Tsunamis); Kiley Yocher, 
Kaitlyn Hemby, Jordyn Patters (Stars)

Goal Getters 3, Fuego 3: Great first 
game of the season!  Well played and hard 
fought by well matched teams resulting in 
a tie game. Offense: Jenna Camargo, Kate 
Marcel, Bella Vitale (Goal Getters); Hanna 
Irwin and Nitzia Gonzales (Fuego); Defense: 
Helen Moody. Chloe Brickwedel. & Adele 
Myers (Goal Getters); Julia Cable and Jen-
nifer Hernandez (Fuego); Goals/Assists: 
Bella Vitale (2G), Jenna Camargo (G, A), 
Amelia Sobrepena (A) (Goal Getters); Nitzia 
Gonzales (3G) (Fuego)

U10 Girls: Goal Getters 5, Lightning 
1: Offense: Lauren Farrauto (2G), Nicole 
Geary (2G), Alexa Harvey (G) (Getters); 
Olivia Tabaracci, Katie Muzzall, Haley Lo-
pez (Lightning); Defense: Allison Azevedo, 
Kayla Hebebrand, Lauren Pretto (Getters); 
Kristina Mena, Megan Wharton, Amber 
Thomas (Lightning)

U8 Girls: Firecrackers vs Purple Pop-
pies: Offense: Grace Alfonzo, Maddie Allum, 
Katie Darling, Jenna Lawrence (Firecrack-
ers); Ashley Belmessieri, Emily Silva, 
Katelyn Hornbeck, Madelyn Schaffer, Aria 
Roach (Poppies); Defense: Emily Hambrick, 
Anna Leary, Gianna Sansoni, Anastasha 
Weasner (Firecrackers); Elsa Friedmann, 
Hannah Whitelock, Klarissa Cuenca, Serena 
Dolan (Poppies)

Speedy Centipedes vs The Krystals: 
Offense: Kelena Brongiel, Faith Rogers 
(Centipedes); Carly Ryan, Rachel Huff 
(Krystals); Defense: Alei Tuia, Brooke 
Schaible (Centipedes); Lydia Vance, Isabel 
Aluzzi (Krystals)

California Strikers vs Bubblegum Girls: 
Offense: Kylie Neubauer, Jade Overton 
(Strikers); Kendall Sutton, Bridget Yocham 
(Girls); Defense: PK Hall (Strikers); Emily 
Krakowski, Madison Sullivan (Girls)

Cougars vs Shooting Stars: Offense: 

Foothill Grad Moves Up in Soccer Association

Audry Demarest (Cougars); Sarah Adams, 
Kylee Ivy (Stars); Defense: Katie Keenan, 
Emma Boas (Cougars); Mercedes Valverde 
(Stars)

U7 Girls: Mighty Rosebuds vs Super 
Kickers: Both teams, the Mighty Rosebuds 
and Super Kickers, did a super job this week 
putting their new skills to work at this week-
end kick off game. They all played well using 
their defense and offense skills. Offense: 
Cassidy Castro, Molly Faria, Isabella Lopez, 
Jordan Lopez (Rosebuds); Ava Menges, 
Calissa Smith, Kylie Taylor (Kickers); De-
fense: Maci McCormick, Nayeli Tia, Trinity 
Wilkinson (Rosebuds); Arielle Silos, Rachel 
Tivey, Emily Wheeler (Kickers)

Charming Cheetahs vs. Speedy Dragon-
flies: Cheetah Goalscorers: Jayden Thomas, 
Emma Kello, Sofia Pulido; Dragonflies Top 
Players: Melanie Ramirez (goal), Ellie Hu 
(defense), Elena Woolsey (offense).

U6 Girls: Dragonflies vs Pink Fireballs: 
Offense: Katelyn Aguilar, Katelyn Cainey 
(Dragonflies); Faith Carroll, Natalie Urban 
(Fireballs); Defense: Mia Marks (Dragon-
flies); Carly Chance (Fireballs)

FireFairies vs. Firecrackers: For the 
FireFairies, Jordan Meier and Kira Demello 
made the only assist and goal. Makenzie 
Ravera's offense was on fire and Elle Bow-
man's defense was sturdy. For the visiting 
Firecrackers, goals were scored by Sasha 
Piper, Angelina Guzman, Madison Slavik, 
Hailey-Ann Stubbles and Ashley Stuart, 
and Anna Butler.

U14 Boys: Livermore FC 8, Vipers 1: Of-
fense: Gerardo Tornero, Manuel Lopez, Jason 
Flores (Livermore); Jacob Kerling, Brandon 
Cory, Lazaro Serrano (Vipers); Defense: 
Daniel Lopez, Kolin Krewinkel (Livermore); 
Goalie Will Bretz (Vipers); Goals/Assists: 
Gerardo Tornero (3G), Manuel Lopez (2G), 
Edgar Alvarez (G), Jason Flores (G), Carlos 
Hernandez (G) (Livermore); Jacob Kerling 
(G) (Vipers)

U12 Boys: Fireballs 6, Blazers 2: 
Offense: Nicholas Brown (Fireballs); 
Rafael Solorano, Julio Acevedo (Blazers); 
Defense: Roman Vasquez, Luis Angel Ortiz 
(Fireballs); Edwardo Loera (Blazers); Goals/
Assists: Anthony Kumar (G, A), Nicholas 
Brown (3G, 2A), Luis Angel (G), Roman 
Vasquez (G) (Fireballs); Edwardo Loera 
(2G) (Blazers)

Hawks 4, Killer Monkeys 1:  The first-
half saw one score for the Hawks.  The Killer 
Monkeys came out strong for the second-half 
and scored a goal quickly.  The Hawks then 
scored three more goals.  It was a great game 
and both teams did a great job. Offense:
Noah Reno, Alexander Fregoso, Fernando 
Medina (Hawks); Jack Perry, Andy Cushing, 
Rommy Malaeb (Monkeys); Defense: Juan 
Acosta, Josh Ison, Leif Greene (Hawks); 
Anthony Garcia, Mathew Tivey, Mohan 
Gadre (Monkeys); Goals/Assists: Fernando 
Medina (2G), Noah Reno (G, A), Alexander 
Fregosa (G), Josh Ison (A) (Hawks); Jack 
Perry (G) (Monkeys)

U10 Boys: Vipers 3, Arsenal 0: Offense: 
Emersy Larson, Samiro Bora, Dustin Her-
nandez (Vipers); Michael Murphy, Grant 
Ikeda, Jonas Lindquist (Arsenal); Defense: 
Cameron Schrader, Jonathan Nguyen, Dun-
can Maloney (Vipers); Jacob Ward, Todd 
Neizman (Arsenal); Goals/Assists: Emery 
Larson (2G), Samiro Bora (G) (Vipers)

Fury 3, Team USA 3: Both teams were 
evenly matched with the Fury team having 
strong scorers on the front line.  Team USA 
played tough holding the score and finally 
tying it up in the 2nd half. Offense: Byran 
Garcia, Gustavo Garcia, Hernest Lopez 
(Fury); Cameron Aslin, Kendall Hornbeck, 
Darren Delaney-Oneill (USA); Defense: 
Manuel Ixia, Jared Persson (Fury); Benjamin 
Hatch, Aidan Epperly, Corey Houck (USA); 
Goals/Assists: Bryan Garcia (G), Gustavo 
Garcia (2G) (Fury); Cameron Aslin (G), 
Kendall Hornbeck (G), Darren Delaney-
Oneill (G) (USA)

U9 Boys: Outlaws 4, Galaxy Fighters 2: 
Offense: Colby Smith, Alex Texeira (Out-
laws); Seth Lundin, Jacob Kilbane (Fight-
ers); Defense: Blake Texeira, Yahya Diah 
(Outlaws); Edgar Garcia, Ethan James 
(Fighters); Goals/Assists: Colby Smith (2G), 
Alex Texeira (2G) (Outlaws); Seth Lundin 
(G), Jacob Kilbane (G) (Fighters)

Dynamo 3, Ghost Riders 2:  The two well-
matched teams had the spectators on their 
feet cheering as the athletes demonstrated 
great ball control, speed, and team work. 
Amazing headers and powerful kicks along 
with outstanding passes made the first game 
of the season sensational. Offense: Bryce 
Hall, Ryan Juric, Matthew Larson (Dynamo); 
Jossue Elias, Quinn Ayres (Riders); Defense: 
Andrew Lent, AJ Morais (GK), Bryce Hall 
(GK) (Dynamo); Miles Rassmussen (GK), 
Noah Zika (GK) (Riders); Goals/Assists: 
Cole Niermeyer (G), Ricardina Alvarez (G), 
Kevin Vega (G) (Dynamo); Jossue Elias (G), 
Quinn Ayres (G) (Riders)

U8 Boys: Fireballs vs Fireballs: Offense: 
Mateo Wilde (Fireballs); Angel Ixta (Fire-
balls); Defense: Brennan Geier (Fireballs); 
Robert Muelleneaux (Fireballs)

Warriors vs Zombies:  It was a fast and 
exciting game with many goals, assists and 
great blocks on both sides. Offense: Matt 
Polaski, Aiden Bartlett (Warriors); Nicolas 
Silva, Giovanny Fuentes (Zombie)

Scorpions vs Demons: Offense: Both 
teams played very hard and had fun.  Gavin 
Powers, Max Thorpe, Jack Mc Dowell (Scor-
pions); Seth Mills, Kyler Adams, Tucker 
Vandervrach (Demons)

U7 Boys: Rockets vs Tigers: Great game 
with the ball going forward and backwards 
between both teams. Some incredible goals 
and saves by the Rockets and great defensive 
play by the Tigers.  Austin de Vries and 
Brandon York lead the Rockets in non-stop 
offense. Ricky Martinez and Johnaton Castel-
lanos sizzled the audience with their incred-
ible speed. Over-all, the teams were equally 
strong and the audience were entertained all 
thru this fast-paced match. Offense: Austin 
de Vries, Reef Sweeney, Brandon York 
(Rockets); Ricky Martinez, Aidan Bartz, 
Jonathan Castellanos (Tigers); Defense: 
Jack Mullen, Julian Quigley, Alex Flegel 
(Rockets); Brian Perez, Ozzy Cervantes, 
Damian Style (Tigers)

U6 Boys: The Batmans vs The Eagles: 
Offense: Tyler Giraldez, Drew Kardy, Ayden 
Kelleher, Austin Krieg (Batmans); Alex 
Garcia, Jorge Hernandez, Jacob Andrus, 
Farin Soriano (Eagles); Defense: Joshua 
Morano, Kyle Puzder, Rio Sakya, Eddie 
Santiago (Batmans); Jonah Andrus, Dylan 
Ison, Damon Miller (Eagles)

Super Mario Bros vs Jedis: The Jedis 
dominated the first half and the Super Mario 
Bros came back to dominate the second half. 
Overall, a very equal match. Offense: Cody 
Judd, Brendan O'Hara, Jake Salhoff (Bros); 
Donovan Umeki, Davis Carr, Dustin Merlos 
(Jedis); Defense: Brendan O'Hara, Sawyer 
Bartlett (Bros); Davis Carr, Joe Hutchison 
(Jedis)

Pleasanton Rage
Pleasanton Rage soccer team results 

for last week:
Pleasanton Rage U15 Orange its 

second tournament of the season. After win-
ning the 16 Gold Division in the Magic Cup 
Tournament last month, the U15 Orange team 
follows up with another tournament title at 
Rage Soccer City Warm-up.  The team won 
all four games with exceptional defensive 
play as they held all of their opponents 
scoreless for the tournament.  In the first 
game, they defeated last year's tournament 
finalist MTH Pac Inferno 2-0 with outstand-
ing offensive play from both the forwards 
& midfielders.  

Rincon Valley Impact put up a strong 
fight in the second game but Rage finally 
took advantage of their many scoring op-
portunities late in the game to come away 
with a 1-0 victory.  The team came out very 
strong in their third game against Palo Cedro 
Sting and cruised to a 3-0 win to earn their 
spot in the finals.  Rage faced last year's As-
sociation Cup Champs from Fair Oaks in the 
championship game but they were up for the 
challenge.  The teams battled to a 0-0 tie thru 
regulation play & 2 overtime periods so it all 
came down to penalty kicks.  Rage prevailed 
4-2 winning their second tournament in a 
row in dramatic style with PK's.  Both Rage 
goalies played an outstanding championship 
game and had several key saves to help the 
team earn the victory.  

Pleasanton Rage Grey Division 3 
U13, In the Pleasanton Rage Soccer City 
Warm-Up tournament game, the U-13 girls 
team were defeated by River City Arsenal 
3-1. A tough loss that ended a great soccer 
weekend for the Rage team. Dahlia Shafi 
and Olivia Christensen played a great game 
as goalies turning aside many hard shots by 
the River City team. Avery Jones scored in 
the first half for Rage. Overall Rage Grey 
had 2 wins and 1 loss in the tournament. 
Top Offensive Players: Avery Jones, Kailyn 
Coleman, Emma Theroux; Top Defensive 
Players: Dahlia Shafi, Megan Shackley, 
Olivia Christensen.

In a high scoring game for the Pleasanton 
Rage Grey team Saturday, they came away 
with a 6 to 0 win over the Aftershocks. 
Goals by Avery Jones (2), Erin Overland, 
Sabrina D'Ambrosio, Dahlia Shafi, Jazmynn 
Merchant led them to a 6-0 win over the 
Aftershocks in the Pleasanton Rage Soccer 
City Warm Up Tournament. Top Offen-
sive Players: Avery Jones, Dahlia Shafi, 
Sabrina D'Ambrosio; Top Defensive Play-
ers: Miranda Spring, Alyssa Chau, Olivia 
Christensen.

Playing in blistering windy conditions, 
the Rage U-13 girls defeated the Almaden 
team 1-0 on Saturday in Game 1 of the 
Rage Soccer City Warm Up Tournament. 
Scoring for Rage on a high arcing goal was 
Taylor Campbell. The aggressive defense 
helped goalie Olivia Christensen preserve 
the shutout. Top Offensive Players: Jazmynn 
Merchant, Taylor Campbell, Gaby Cabrera; 
Top Defensive Players: Miranda Spring, 
Olivia Christensen, Megan Shackley

The Rage U14AC team captured second 
place in the Napa Wine Country Soccer 
Classic. After three consecutive shutout 
wins, the Rage faced the Diablo FC in the 
championship. Rage got on the board first 
as Kendall Morrissey hit a left footed cross 
to a streaking Julia Amos who pounded the 
ball into the back of the net. After a goal by 
Diablo, Rage responded as Jackie Gilbert 
connected from the 12 yard line to put the 

Rage up 2-1. With less than two minutes 
to play, the Diablo tied the score, and after 
two scoreless overtimes, the game went to 
penalty kicks, where Diablo finally won 
3-2. Julia Amos led the Rage scoring with 
a three goals, while Kendall Morrissey had 
a goal and three assists, Julienne Pin had a 
goal and two assists, and Myranda Marzocco 
and Jessica Amos rounded out the scoring for 
the Rage. Defensively, goalies Raquel Nino 
and Maddie Aston recorded three shutouts, 
while only giving up two goals in the tourna-
ment, while the backline of Katelyn Kramer, 
Kaleyn Epps, Rachel Barta, and Ally Nickel 
performed brilliantly. Top Offensive Players: 
Julia Amos, Kendall Morrissey, Julienne 
Pin; Top Defensive Players: Maddie Aston, 
Raquel Nino, Katelyn Kramer.

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton United Soccer Club results:
BUSC U13 Premier: After outscoring 

the competition in the first three games of 
the weekend by an aggregate score of 13 
to 0, Ballistic's Premier team fell to the 
Walnut Creek Menace in the Championship 
match 3/1.

The weather was great, and BUSC was 
riding high going into the final, with goals 
coming from 9 different players!  Goals were 
scored by Cameron Owens, Ryan Racer, 
Jackson Still, Carson Paynter, Keeper Omeed 
Ziari, Jeffrey Klei, Cameron Ritchie, Nima 
Habibi and Max Gershman.  Midfield and 
defensive duties were brilliantly handled in 
the first three games by Nick Tucker, Geoffrey 
Wiederecht, Tylor Silva, Sam Molz, Chudi 
Atuegbu and Mitchell Wilson.

BUSC U9 Elite 2 played with resolve and 
determination against a skilled and aggresive 
opponent, Diablo DC.  Griffin Myers led the 
way by successfully defending nearly 20 
shots on goals including a penalty kick and 
Josh Wilner showed tremendous hustle up 
and down the field. On offense Neil Bena-
djoud and JP Hunter had many quick runs 
down the sidelines and Cooper Smith  had 
a near miss on goal. Top Offensive Players: 
Neil Benadjaoud, JP Hunter; Top Defensive 
Player: Griffin Myers. The final score Diablo 
DC 4, BUSC 0.

The BUSC U9 Elite 2 and Impact took 
the field for the first game of the Hot August 
Jamboree. The Ballistic defense was tested in 
the first half. Contributing to a solid line of 
defense was Dylan Silva and Cole Bartolo. 
The second half started out with Cooper 
Smith taking the ball up the middle for a nice 

attack on goal which thwarted by a strong 
Impact defense. Trevor Wilson moved the 
ball nicely up the left wing, weaving in and 
out of the defense. Preston Sim commanded 
the Ballistic defense in the middle and made 
his presence known to every striking Impact 
forward. In a close game, the whistle  sounded 
ending the game with 1-0 victory for the Im-
pact. Top Offensive Players: Cooper Smith, 
Trevor Wilson; Top Defensive Players: Dylan 
Silva, Cole Bartolo, Preston Sim.

The BUSC Elite 2 U9 knew they were 
in a tough match when LaMorinda scored 
on the first possession just seconds after 
the opening kick-off. Ballistic fought right 
back and it took a great save by the goalie to 
stop a rocket shot by forward Callum Ross.  
Griffin Myers was invaluable in goal and 
defended many shots.  On defense JP Hunter 
blocked a certain goal off of a corner kick 
and Cooper Smith and Shanth Gopalswamy 
pressed LaMorinda with great shots on goal 
that were near misses.In the 2nd half the fierce 
defense was led by Shanth Gopalswamy 
and Preston Sim who broke up deep scor-
ing threats. Josh Wilner made a diving save 
to prevent a certain goal and was also very 
active on offense with several deep drives 
into LaMorinda territory.  Dylan Silva was 
superb in goal and stopped several attempts.   
Midway in the 2nd half forward Griffin 
Myers issued a perfect pass to Cole Bartolo 
who delivered a laser into the LaMorinda 
net.  Top Offensive Players: Cole Bartolo, 
Callum Ross; Top Defensive Players: Shanth 
Gopalswamy, Cooper Smith.

 

Swim Programs
The Pleasanton Seahawks' Fall Swim/

Varsity Conditioning sessions start Sept. 7 
and run to Dec. 31. Both swim programs 
feature professional coaches, individual 
instruction, daily pool time (daily attendance 
not mandatory), and regular (optional) USA 
Swimming swim meets. For the ninth year 
in a row the Seahawks have been recognized 
as one of the top 75 USA Swimming teams 
in the nation. Swimmers of all abilities are 

welcome. Fall swim does not affect summer 
league eligibility. USA Swimming regis-
tration is included. For more information 
regarding Fall Swim/Varsity Conditioning 
with the Pleasanton Seahawks please email 
recruiting@pleasantonseahawks.org.

Beginner Lacrosse Clinic
Livermore Phantom Lacrosse is host-

ing a beginner lacrosse clinic to introduce 
the fundamentals of the game of lacrosse 
to boys and girls ages 7 to 16.  The clinic 
will be held on Sunday, Sept 19 from Noon 
to 2pm at Granada High Turf and includes 
instruction on passing, catching, cradling, 
shooting and dodging.  This is an excellent 
introduction into the fast moving and ever 
growing game of lacrosse.  Demonstrations 
will be given by local coaches, high school 
and college players, and maybe a surprise 
guest.  Cost for the clinic is $10 and all 
equipment required for the clinic will be 
provided by Phantom lacrosse Club.  Ad-
vanced registration is requested.  For updated 
information and registration please visit 
www.phantomlacrosse.org or contact Bob 
Mezeul at 925-425-9901.

Bowling News
Katrina Billington, in the Getaway Fours 

league last Monday, rolled 104 pins over her 
average with a 209 game at the Granada Bowl 
in Livermore. Gene Bruihl rolled a 299 in 
the Championship Trios league.  

Dan Stuber bowled a 245 in the Genera-
tion Gap league.  Judy Piper turned in a 243 
game in the Getaway Fours league and Diana 
Paffile bowled 55 over average with a 193 
game.  Scott Lowe, in the Summer Fun Time 
league, rolled 130 pin over with games of 
204-225-205, David Simecek shot 196 (58 
pins over) and Morgan Leder 74 pins over 
with a 193 game.  More high scores in the 
Championship Trios league were recorded 
by Rich Canada with a 289, Jimmy G 276, 
Glen Thompson 269, Maria Lockridge 265 
and 259, Duane Moschetti 265, and Lloyd 

(continued on page 8)
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Block 257.  Craig Truscott, in the Thursday 
Practice league, bowled a 278 (87 pins over), 
Dennis Sheehan was 60 pins over with a 194 
game and Russ Overcash had a 245 game.  
Ricky Benetti, in the Friday Family Affair 
league, rolled a 191 game (63 over).

Senior bowler Marge Davidson bowled 
71 over average with a 210 game in the Friday 
Primetimers league.  Richard Alameida, in 
the Monday Primetime Seniors, rolled 69 pins 
over average with a 223 game. Dick Harris 
went 112 over series average with a 592.

Youth bowler Shawn Donohue had 
another great set with games of 267-258 
and 238 for a 763 series. Alex Stuber shot 
730 with games of 257-225-248.  Cody 
Cakebread bowled 50 pins over average 
with a 211 game.

Baseball Players
A 9 and 10 year old tournament baseball 

team is forming. Interested players are invited 
to call Nick at 200-2140.

Golf Tournament
Since 1991, Surtec Adopt-A-Family, 

Inc., a 501C3 non-profit charitable orga-
nization, has provided food and personally 
selected Christmas gifts to more than 4,570 
families with 13,125 children through its 
program.

Adopt-A-Family founder Bill Fields 
commented “This project has continued 
to grow each year with volunteer help and 
funds raised from our Annual Golf Classic. 
Our goal for the 2010 program is to provide 
food for 350 families and gifts for their more 
than 950 children, in three counties”.

Fields is inviting residents and compa-
nies in the community to participate in the 
14th Annual Adopt-A-Family Golf Classic on 
Saturday, September 25, at Sunol Golf Course 
on Highway 680 in Sunol. A light lunch 
mid-day, and a dinner banquet following 
the tournament are included in the cost. This 
event is the primary source of funding for the 
Surtec Adopt-A-Family program.

The average cost to complete the Adopt-
A-Family Program each year is approxi-
mately $70,000. No administrative costs are 
taken from the program, all of the help is on 
a volunteer basis and all funds and goods go 
directly to the needy families.

Two years ago the program was expanded 
to also include the Thanksgiving holiday, by 
providing a large box of food and a grocers 
gift certificate, for the meat of their choice, 
to over 320 families with children, for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

To donate or sign-up for the Golf Clas-
sic or for more information, please contact 
Cheryl Sanders at 209-820-3700.

Surtec, Inc., http://www.surtecsystem.
com founded in 1975, specializes in develop-
ing, manufacturing and distributing cleaning 
and coating products, as well as equipment 
used primarily in building maintenance and 
many other cleaning applications. Their 
clients include many major grocery and 
drug store chains, major airlines and transit 
districts, corrugators, printers and concrete 
sealing contractors.

Charity Golf Tourney
Registrations are now being accepted for 

the 4th annual Mason-McDuffie Mortgage 
Charity Golf Tournament Oct. 11 at the 
Castlewood Country Club’s valley course.

Proceeds from the tournament will 
benefit the Huntington Disease Society of 
America and the Contra Costa Association 
of Realtors Scholarship Foundation. In the 
first three years of the tournament, Mason-
McDuffie and its associates have raised more 
than $40,000 for research on Huntington’s 
disease and breast cancer. Huntington’s 
disease is a genetic disease passed from a 
parent to a child in which certain nerves in the 
brain degenerate. There is no known cure, but 
the society is funding research seeking both 
better treatments and an eventual cure.

Mason-McDuffie chose the Huntington’s 
society after some of the associates passed 
along information about a friend who had 
the disease. The Contra Costa realtor’s 
scholarship is designed for a college student 
who has been enrolled in a major in college 
that could lead to a career in real estate. A 
grade-point-average of 3.0 is required to 
apply for the scholarship. The benefit golf 
tournament will feature a barbeque lunch, 
an 18-hole scramble tournament followed 
by a dinner with an auction.

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. with a 
shotgun start set for noon on Monday, Oct. 
11. Registration before Sept. 1 is $175 per 
player. Registration after Sept. 1 is $195 
per person. 

For information or to register, please 
see www.masonmcduffiemortgage.com or 
contact tournament chairman Kaveh Sartipi 
at ksartipi@sartipi.com or 925-708-7178. 

Fall Softball
Livermore Smoke Fall 12A is looking to 

complete its Fall roster.  Softball players look-
ing to enjoy your Fall, have solid workouts 
and play as a team come workout with us.  
Those interested in attending a workout or 
who have any questions, call 408-639-8452 
or email  rvd38@hotmail.com.

Water Polo Registration
Registration is underway for water polo. 

The Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District (LARPD) is offering two water polo 
programs this fall. 

Six to ten year old athletes can register for 
Splashball, a "T-ball" version of water polo. 
Splashball meets on Wednesdays from 4-5pm 

at the Robert Livermore Community Center 
pool from September 8 through November 
10 and cost $85. 

Older or experienced athletes can reg-
ister for the 14 & Under LAZERS team. 
The LAZERS team practices on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 4-5:30pm at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center 
pool from September 8 through November 
19 and cost $275. All experience levels are 
welcome.   

To register, call 925-373-5751, or visit 
www.larpd.dst.ca.us. For more information 
about the LAZERS, visit lazerswp.club-
spaces.com.

Prep Football
Comcast Hometown Network www.

comcasthometown.com (CHN) will televise 
10 high school football games as part of its 
continually-expanding Comcast Hometown 
Sports (CHS) programming.  The games will 
be available on Channel 104 to all Comcast 
digital cable customers throughout Northern 
and Central California.  The telecasts begin 
on Saturday, September 25 at 7:00 p.m. with 
Casa Grande of Petaluma (MaxPreps #5 
North Coast Section) hosting Montgomery 
of Santa Rosa (#11 North Coast Section and 
2009 NCS Division II runner-up).

The play-by-play announcer for Comcast 
Hometown Network’s high school football 
games will be Dan Dibley of sports radio 
station KNBR 680 AM, while former San 
Jose SaberCats head coach Darren Arbet and 
University of Nevada football analyst Scott 
Gordon will split the color analyst duties.  
Sarah Curry from the Fitz and Brooks Show 
on KNBR 680 AM will serve as sideline 
reporter.  All games will be produced by 
CHN sports director Erik Alves and directed 
by Gary Wasley. 

The prep contests will premiere on 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. on Comcast Home-
town Network (Channel 104), and will be 
replayed several times.  They will also be 
available at the Comcast SportsNet Cali-
fornia  (http://www.csncalifornia.com) and 
California Interscholastic Foundation (CIF) 
State (http://www.cifstate.org) websites.  In 
addition, all games will also be available 
any time of the day or night via Comcast's 
on demand platform.

In addition to Casa Grande and Mont-
gomery, CHN’s high school football sched-
ule features many of the top prep teams in 
Northern and Central California, including 
prominent Bay Area powers Bellarmine (#3 
Central Coast Section Rankings), Valley 
Christian (#4 Central Coast Section), Foothill 
(#10 North Coast Section), and Granada (#25 
North Coast Section); as well as tradition-
ally strong teams such as Folsom (#5 State 
Ranking and #1 Sac-Joaquin Section) and 
Pleasant Grove (#14 Sac-Joaquin Section) 
from the Sacramento region plus Buchanan 
(#6 Central Section) and Clovis East  (#13 
Central Section) from the Fresno area.

 The Granada vs. Foothill game will air 
Sat., Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. 

LJFL Jamboree
Livermore Junior Football's Jamboree 

last Saturday at Granada High School was 
attended by 1500 fans and supporters.  The 
stands were packed to hear Mariah Morlan 
sing the National Anthem in front of the colors 
carried by the VFW 6298 Color Guard led by 
Commander Johnny Delashaw.  Pastor Keith 
Cromie of Cedar Grove Community Church 
moved the audience with his invocation.  New 
Livermore head coach Greg Haubner and 
Granada head coach Tim Silva spoke to the 
children and reminded them about attending 
to their school work, honoring their parents 
and giving their all on the gridiron.  LARPD 
Board Member Scott Kamena encouraged 
the parents to support the construction of 
multi-use fields at Robertson Park.  

Tri-Valley Hall of Famer Joe Rose gave 
the keynote address to the children and 
fans.  Joe recalled his first coaching efforts 
more than 41 years ago and how those years 
seems like a short minute to him because 
of all the joy coaching has brought to him. 
He touched all when he mentioned that the 
children should treasure the opportunity to 
play football and cheer.  Lastly, on behalf 
of Alameda County Supervisor Scott Hag-
gerty, commendations were presented to 
3 Livermore boys who played on the De 
La Salle state championship team in 2009.  
The cheer squad gave a rousing program to 
pump up the fans. 

LJFL has 6 teams in its Advanced Di-
vision: 49ers, Raiders, Dolphins, Ravens, 
Falcons and Texans.  It has 4 teams in its 
Senior Division: Cardinals, Giants, Jets 
and Saints. The cheer program supports 50 
girls who are split between competitive and 
recreational teams.  During the Jamboree, 
each team within a division scrimmaged 
each other.  The play was spirited as players 
competing against each other for the first 
time.  Strong running and hard hitting were 
the order of the day.  League play begins on 
September 12.

Edge Gymnastics
EDGE Gymnastics sent team mem-

bers to the Level 6 Competition – 2010 
NAWGJ Judges Cup in Rancho Cordova 
on August 28.

Results: 
Level 6: Younger: Brianna Londeree,  

seventh all-around,  fifth on bars; Middle: 
Serena Chan,  third all-around,  second on 
bars, first on beam 9.4 which is the highest 
score in the meet; Rhianne Khweled,  ninth 
all-around; Older: Natalie Mauch, seventh 
all-around; Claire Koupal, third on bars; Julia 
Morgin,  sixth on vault, sixth on beam. 
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Pictured are Purple Heart recipients (starting third from left) Dan Hammack, Josh Olson, Matthew 
Alves, and Paul Johnsen, Daniel Lichau.

By Patricia Koning
Last weekend four military 

combat veterans and one New 
York City firefighter spent the 
weekend in the hills of Liver-
more, enjoying the natural beauty 
and hunting for black-tailed deer. 
The occasion was the Purple 
Heart Outdoors Tour, a series 
of group hunts, fishing trips and 
other outdoors sporting events or-
ganized exclusively for military 
service members of all branches 
who have served in the Global 
War On Terrorism (GWOT) com-
bat operations since September 
11, 2001. 

One of the special guests was 
Army sergeant Joshua Olson 
from Spokane, Wash., who lost 
his right leg in a rocket-propelled 
grenade (RPG) ambush in Iraq in 
2003. He feared this was the end 
of his Army career, but became 
a competitive shooter and trainer 
for the Army Competitive Shoot-
ing Team. 

This summer he represented 
the United States in the 2010 
International Paralympic Com-
mittee Shooting World Champi-
onships in Croatia, finishing in 
sixth place. He hopes to compete 
in the 2012 Paralympic Games 
in London. 

Livermore Ranchers Host 
Purple Heart Outdoors Tour 

Olson spends a lot of time 
at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center, where he spent nearly 
two years recovering. “I talk to 
recovering soldiers whose lives 
will never be the same due to 
combat injuries,” he said. “I try 
to get them out to go shooting or 
just be outdoors, it gives them 
a reason to get out of bed in the 
morning and can really speed up 
recovery. I know because that’s 
how it was for me.”

The other guests of honor 
were Army Ranger medic Dan-
iel Lichau from Santa Rosa, 
who has been twice deployed to 
Afghanistan and three times to 
Iraq, where he suffered numerous 
injuries from an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) explosion; 
Matthew Alves from Santa Rosa, 
a Navy SEAL who has served 
three combat tours in Iraq and 
accumulated 22 months in war 
zones; and New York City fire-
fighter Paul Johnsen, who served 
on a team credited with saving 
countless lives in the World Trade 
Center during the Sept. 11, 2001 
attacks.

Also on the tour was Dan 
Hammack, an army lieutenant 
colonel and Georgia rancher who 
founded the Purple Heart Outdoor 

Tour in 2008. “Some of these 
guys have never experienced 
any kind of rural outdoor recre-
ational activities,” he explained. 
“It helps restore self-confidence; 
it’s therapeutic; and it gives them 
time to share their experiences 
with other members of the mili-
tary who have been wounded or 
gone through combat. It forges 
cohesion and friendship between 
different branches of the military 
and gives these guys an opportu-
nity to interact with civilians and 
share their story.”

After meeting Johnsen through 
a mutual friend, Hammack began 
including New York City fire-
fighters who were at Ground Zero 
on 9-11 in the Tour. “For many of 
these soldiers, 9-11 is the reason 
they enlisted,” he explained. 
“The soldiers are thrilled to meet 
the firefighters.”

The soldiers and firefighters 
also have the shared experience 
of serving in war zones, whether 
at Ground Zero or in Afghanistan 
or Iraq. Johnsen tells of a fel-
low firefighter who managed to 
escape from World Trade Center 
Tower 2 as it collapsed. He never 
talked of his experience on 9-11 
with anyone until he spent time 
with combat veterans on the 
Purple Heart Outdoors Tour. 

Livermore rancher Robert Rao 

volunteered his ranch as a site for 
the Purple Heart Outdoors Tour 
last year. He originally offered 
his ranch to Tom Dermody’s 
Field of Dreams program, which 
takes children of fallen veterans 
or who have life threatening ill-
nesses for a weekend of fishing 
and the outdoors. Rao’s ranch 
was not suitable for Field of 
Dreams, but Dermody put him 
in touch with Hammock. 

“I asked my neighbor Russ 
Fields to help out last year,” 
recalled Rao. “Over a hundred 
people showed up just to meet 
the combat veterans. This year, 

everyone wanted to be involved. 
The Purple Heart Outdoor Tour 
allows the ranchers to give the 
soldiers a real hunting experi-
ence—we have some of the 
best deer hunting around. And 
it’s a way to give back to our 
military.”

The heroes arrived in the Tri-
Valley on the evening of Thurs-
day, August 26. The event kicked 
off with a motorcade through 
Pleasanton and Livermore,  
escorted by members of a wide 
array of motorcycle clubs gath-
ered under the umbrella of the 
Warriors Watch Riders. The 

By Bob Coomber
Visitors to Sycamore Grove 

Park in Livermore have their 
reasons for making the trip. 
Some are walkers or hikers; 
others bicyclists or equestrians. 
Then there are the runners, dog 
walkers, bird watchers…you 
get the picture. Any part of the 
day, from early morning to late 
afternoon on a hot day can bring 
about big wildlife shows, so I’ll 
wander out to roll in the breeze 
and listen for the owls, coyotes 
and crickets. 

One of my favorite loops 
around the Valley takes me 
around The Grove on the dirt 
trails that mark the park’s pe-
rimeter. From open grassland 
to shaded streamside quiet, this 
walk will show off the wild side 
of the park and expand your op-
portunity to see something really 
special. 

Maybe it’s just habit, but I 
always park at the Wetmore Road 
entrance to Sycamore Grove. 
It might be that I usually hear 
red shouldered hawks making 
noise before I even get the chair 
out of the car and set up. I also 
have a “thing” for quiet stream 
crossings, in this case the foot-
bridge over the Arroyo Del Valle. 
Finally, I find the $5 entrance 
fee one of our great recreation 
bargains. Compared to movies or 
sporting events it’s the cheapest 
way for an entire family to have a 
day in which they can be outside 
and share the day with Mother 
Nature. All it takes is a pair of 
feet, eyes and ears to make this 
hike worthwhile.

Now for the advisories – make 
sure you bring sun screen, water, 
good shoes and snacks or a lunch. 
I keep a lightweight jacket with 
me on even the warmest days, 
just in case the wind starts to 
blow the fog toward the Valley 
and it cools off quickly. I take an 
extra pair of gloves, too – but you 
can probably skip that. Pushing 
a chair around the park can be, 
literally, a blistering experience. 
Gloves are good!

Easing away from my car onto 
the paved trail, I finish adjusting 
my pack while rolling forward, 
pulling straps out of the wheels 
and tucking them in. This is a re-
ally good day, on a late afternoon 
with only a slight breeze and 3 
hours of daylight left on the ol’ 
sundial. As I cross the footbridge, 
I stop for a minute. I watch the 
shadows of fish in the creek be-
low as they wiggle in and out of 
the weeds and sunlight. Moving 
on a bit farther, I bear right to the 
dirt path that follows the fence 
line as the paved path turns left. 
My chair’s suspension soaks 
up the imperfections and tracks 
straight as I say “hi” to the cows 
outside the fence. Looking into 
the park from the trail, a doe and 
fawn are standing next to a large 
sycamore, facing the paved trail 
but oblivious to me. Listening for 
hawks and other birds of prey, 
I hear a kite, but it takes me a 
second to find it. This kind of 
interaction is what it’s all about 
at Sycamore Grove, and my good 
mood gets better.

A short roll and we soon pass a 
park residence, slowing down to 

take in the late afternoon shade. 
Just ahead is an intersection with 
Woodpecker Row, my name for 
an old dirt road that connects to 
the paved trail through a wood-
pecker - filled lane of old walnut 
trees. Of course, the resident 
Acorn Woodpeckers are out in 
force, making excited noises as if 
they just saw themselves on TV. 

Cruising on, I reach the short, 
steep hill that steps up to the 
western plateau. It’s only a short 
grind, but I’d been idling along 
on flat stuff for awhile so it took 
me a few minutes to reach the 
top. Suddenly, I find myself in 
open grassland, with few trees. 
The hills, it feels, have a thousand 
eyes – most of them belonging 
to ground squirrels. It’s nice up 
here, as the breeze is strong and 
cooling. The grade is a slight “up” 
for a quarter mile, then continues 
in a gentle series of rolls. 

But note the feel – suddenly, 
the deeper you march west to-
ward the trail’s turn back point, 
the fewer cars are heard, and not 
many human visitors are seen. I 
stumble across runners up here 
once in awhile, but I’m surprised 
that so few venture out this way. 
The trail makes for an easy cruise 
to the park’s boundary, where it 
loops back in a slightly southeast 
direction toward The Marsh.

The Marsh is also my own un-
official designation, named for its 
seasonal wetland full of cattails, 
home to red winged blackbirds 
in the Spring. It’s almost dry 
now. A dead end trail climbs to 
a vantage point overlooking The 
Grove – it’s worth the short walk 
to enjoy a wonderful view.  You’ll 
have to turn back eventually and 
return toward The Marsh, but it’s 
a nice, short side trip if you are a 
fan of views.

From The Marsh, follow the 
main trail’s path as it descends 
past an old homestead location. 
For me, I’m coasting here down 
a nicely groomed trail and trying 
not to break speed records. Hence 
that extra pair of gloves….

Continue to the loop’s end via 
a sloping, olive tree - canopied 
section. You’ll reach the bottom 
just a few feet south of the hill 
we climb to reach the plateau. 
Now you’re in shade, and pass-
ing through the domain of my 
favorite residents – the bobcats. 
The cats are easily spooked and 
will likely be fleeing before you 
notice them, so be aware of any 
movement out in the grass. The 
chair rattles so much I’m amazed 
I see any at all. Oh, back to the 
essentials list – a camera. Should 
a bobcat pose for you, you’ll 
want to have some pixels avail-
able to use.

The old, fenced in building 
you pass next is the Olivina Win-
ery. The building is an important 
remnant from the beginnings 
of Livermore’s winemaking 
heritage. This side of the park 
features several pieces from our 
agricultural roots, as I pass the 
winery ruins and head toward the 
old almond orchard. The walk in 
this part of the park makes me 
feel as if I’m rolling down an old 
farm road a half century ago. The 
winery and orchard are wonder-
ful places to teach your kids a bit 
about Livermore’s heritage.

At the Orchard, the dirt path 
will cross onto the paved road. 
Turn right and walk on the paved 
trail, marching up the short hill. 
At the top you’ll see the Olivina 
Olive Oil orchards, where their 
award winning, gourmet qual-
ity olive oils are produced. As a 
fan of olives and olive oil, I take 
great pleasure in looking through 
the fence and watching the fruit 
mature through the seasons. You 
can visit the Olivina booth at 
Thursday’s Farmer’s Market at 
Carnegie Park and sample a range 
of oils and vinegars. Although the 
orchards are just outside the park, 
they’re another reminder of the 
Valley’s agricultural roots as well 
as a good place to bird – watch. 
Wild turkeys seem to enjoy olives 
almost as much as me.

Picking up speed as I roll 
down a short hill to a second 
footbridge, I cross over the creek. 
Once   across the bridge, turn 
left onto the dirt trail and cruise 
on. Bird watchers, this is your 
piece.  The dusty trail leads un-
der a canopy of large deciduous 
trees. Talk about bird houses! 
It’s along this stretch where I’ll 
stop in several places beneath the 
trees and listen, then look around 
to find what darted past just out 
of my field of vision. Take some 
time along here. As you wander 
through, you might see a bird 
you’ve never seen before. This 

time of afternoon, quail might 
hustle across the trail a few feet 
ahead, or a harrier or falcon 
might entertain you as they hunt. 
If you stop for too long, turkey 
vultures might circle overhead….
not always a comforting sight, 
but easily squelched by picking 
up the pace. 

Follow the “Dry Creek Trail” 
signs to extend your walk around 
the perimeter. I was pleased to 
find that Dry Creek actually had 
water in it for awhile this past 
winter – almost a “first” for me. 
But it’s dry now, bet on that! This 
trail will place you near the ad-
joining vineyards and into open 
spaces, where the raptors play. 
If the sunlight has sufficiently 
waned you may see or hear a 
Great Horned Owl, which is a 
“find” in my “Bob’s Big Book 
of Cool Stuff” that rattles around 
in my head. Owls are noteworthy 
and fun to watch. I can lose hours 
listening to owls…

We’re on the home stretch 
now, and pass the equestrian 
parking lot en route to the car. 
I’m reluctant to end the hike, 
and think about turning around 
and finishing by reversing the 
path…but I’m in a good place 
after spending some time with 
my bird and animal friends. I’m 
ready to call it a day. The sun’s 
almost down now, and I’ll be the 
last one out of the parking lot 
– again. Glad to have such a great 
team of patient rangers!

If you make regular trips to 
Sycamore Grove but have never 
ventured off the paved path, I 
hope this gives you an incentive 
to expand your world a bit, to 
find out what other creatures 
may be enjoying the less trav-
eled parts of the park. After you 
finish the loop, please let me 
know what you saw – reach me 
at bob@4wheelbob.com . As al-
ways, I’d love to hear from you, 
and I’ll see you out there soon, 
on the trail!     

motorcade ended at Rao Ranch, 
where over 100 people came out 
to meet the heroes and enjoy a 
barbeque dinner hosted by Rao. 

In addition to Rao Ranch, the 
other sponsoring ranches were 
Russ Fields Livestock, Fletcher 
Ranch, Ken Galas’ Banke Ranch, 
Ken Hegarty and Ken Chaulet’s 
N3 Cattle Ranch, and Russ Piazza 
Ranch. The event was sponsored 
by Purple Heart Outdoors Tour, 
the California Deer Association, 
the Mule Deer Foundation, Field 
of Dreams, Warrior Watch Rid-
ers, Local VFW Post 7265, and 
California Waterfowl.     

 

Exploring Sycamore Grove’s Dirt – 
Wild Things Just Minutes From Town
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“The current mayor and I dis-
agree in many areas. In particular, 
we differ on ensuring the proper 
public process and protecting the 
public’s right to disagree with 
a council decision and on land 
use planning, developer entitle-
ments, and ridgeline protection,” 
McGovern continued.

She promised not to accept 
campaign donations from any 
special interest groups nor from 
political action groups. Her goal 
is to “rebuild trust in local gov-
ernment.” 

McGovern described herself 
as a fiscal conservation who looks 
closely at every project with the 
goal to maintain city reserves and 
support prudent spending. She 
added, “I will work to develop 
growth management policies 
that can control growth, sustain 
city services, our parks and city 
infrastructure.”

Brown is seeking her first 
public office with her run for the 
council. She is a realtor with a 
history of community involve-
ment. She helped to stop a high 
voltage power line planned by 
PG&E, and was the co-author of 
the Oak Grove referendum and of 
the ridgeline protection initiative. 
Both received voter approval.

Brown said that her goal is 
to restore representative govern-
ment in Pleasanton. “I will listen 
to you and put policies in place 
that the residents want.” Brown 
said she would work to revitalize 
the economic development in the 
city, to restore the downtown and 
keep it vital and strong. “We need 
an aggressive policy to bring in 
top stores,” she stated. 

Brown also expressed a com-
mitment to ridgeline protection 
and a willingness to fund and 
build either a youth or com-
munity center on the Bernal 
property.

Cook-Kallio is seeking her 
second term on the city council. 
She is an award winning veteran 
teacher who describes herself 
as having “a passion for public 
service.”

She said the candidates bring 
a different philosophy to the 
table when it comes to how the 
council works. Cook-Kallio said 
she is concerned with bringing 
the community together. “I am a 
consensus builder.”

Cook-Kallio talked about the 
increasing need for senior hous-
ing and services for seniors that 

are easily accessible. 
Cook-Kallio said she would 

work to create an environment 
that makes it attractive to do 
business in Pleasanton and en-
sure we have not just the ability, 
but the revenue to sustain the 
quality infrastructure, excel-
lent schools and beautiful parks 
that define Pleasanton. “It takes 
work to build a community,” she 
declared.

Thorne is also seeking a sec-
ond term on the council. Previ-
ously he had been appointed by 
Mayor Ben Tarver to the Parks 
and Recreation Commission. He 
has been active in the community 
and was instrumental in having 
the 50 meter pool built.

Thorne stated he serves on 
eighteen boards, committees 
and commissions he believes are 
important to Pleasanton.

His goal would be to work 
on eight major areas. One would 
be to ease traffic congestion. As 
part of that, he believes it is im-
portant to maintain a fixed route 
paratransit service. His second 
goal would be to adhere to strict 
fiscal discipline. A third area 
of focus would be to preserve 
the quality of life in Pleasanton 
through sensible and sustainable 
land use planning.

Other areas of focus for Thorne 
would be bringing jobs to Pleas-
anton, defending education, act 
as a champion for veterans and 
military families, cut regulation 
and red tape, and lead the fight to 
retain Pleasanton’s fair share of 
federal funding.

Watson is running for office 
for the first time. He has held 
a variety of jobs ranging from 
police officer to graphic designer. 
He is a member of the Tea Party. 
His current job is manager of vol-
unteers for Open Heart Kitchen.

Watson said he is concerned 
about the well-being of seniors. 
He has seen first hand the impacts 
of the current economic environ-
ment on seniors and families. 

Watson would focus on jobs 
and businesses. He noted that 
with the downtown, Hacienda 
Business Park and Stoneridge 
Mall, there are unlimited oppor-
tunities to bring in businesses.

He would seek to provide 
greater transparency in decision 
making. Policies would be put 
in place to encourage people to 
live in Pleasanton. He sees a con-
nection between environmental 

health and economic health, 
believing that the city has only 
tapped into a small amount of 
potential when it comes to the 
economy.

Questions asked of the can-
didates included whether they 
found the length of time it takes 
to get things accomplished in 
Pleasanton acceptable. Staples 
Ranch and redevelopment of 
current senior housing were two 
projects that were mentioned. 
The senior housing includes 
Pleasanton Gardens and Kot-
tinger Place. Both are 40 years 
old and are being considered for 
redevelopment to provide more 
housing.

Watson said he was not up to 
date as to why it is taking so long 
to complete the Staples Ranch 
plans. He suggested that greater 
transparency is needed. He would 
like all projects and their costs 
placed on the city’s website. Res-
idents could check each step. If 
things weren’t moving forward, 
they could ask why not?

Watson said that substandard 
housing is never acceptable for 
any age group. He would like 
to see more transparency on the 
issue. “The public should have 
access to the planning.”

Thorne said as a community, 
all too often reasons are provided 
why something can’t happen. 
Roadblocks are thrown in the 
way. “We can’t seem to get to a 
decision. I hope to change that.”

“There is no excuse for the 
delays on senior housing,” stated 
Thorne. “It’s time to get moving 
and make a decision.”

Cook-Kallio said it is frustrat-
ing not being able to see some-
thing come to fruition. While we 
want careful planning for Staples 
Ranch, it is clear there is a differ-
ence between deliberation and 
obstruction. Cook-Kallio said of 
the senior housing the time taken 
is not reasonable. She did not 
support rehabilitation, preferring 
new construction. She suggested 
that the council needs to take a 
task force recommendation, put 
before the council last December, 
and move forward with it. 

Brown pointed out that the 
Staples Ranch was delayed, be-
cause the council had to conduct 
additional environmental studies 
after it approved the extension 
of Stoneridge Drive. She gave 
credit for residents, who came 
together to reach consensus, that 

has now allowed the project to 
move forward. Brown said it was 
not acceptable to take so long to 
complete the senior housing. She 
pointed out that it is a compli-
cated issue. For example, where 
would the current residents live 
as the new construction was 
underway. 

McGovern said that the pro-
cess was slow with Staples Ranch 
because approvals had to be re-
peated. As part of the settlement 
of a lawsuit, a supplemental en-
vironmental impact report had to 
be prepared; previous approvals 
rescinded, and additional public 
hearings conducted. McGovern 
said she would like to see Pleas-
anton Gardens and Kottinger 
Place continue as small garden 
units. “It’s a quality of life issue.” 
She would look at ways to ex-
pand or rehabilitate  the housing 
and look at other places to build 
additional units.

Hosterman commented that it 
has been ten years since Staples 
Ranch was first proposed. “Per-
haps a number of parts could 
have advanced more quickly. It 
has been a long, protracted proj-
ect.” When it comes to the senior 
housing, Hosterman noted the 
reality is that the recession has 
slowed things. There were a num-
ber of lawsuits that have delayed 
a lot of these processes.

Another question was how 
to encourage the construction 
of more affordable housing, and 
how can the city meet its assigned 
housing numbers.

Throne said, “It’s pretty sim-
ple. We can’t build the houses.” 
He suggested a dialogue with 
nonprofit and for-profit builders 
should take place.  

Cook-Kallio stated that the 
inclusionary ordinance is one 
way to obtain affordable housing. 
One opportunity is the property 
at Hacienda Business Park. The 
city can work with developers 
and nonprofit housing groups 
such as Bridge to see what can 
be done.

Brown also suggested Haci-
enda Business Park as a prime 
location for affordable housing. It 
is close to jobs. She said she had 
talked to James Paxson, manager 
of the business park, who told her 
that he could attract more busi-
nesses if there were more housing 
and people.

Watson said there are two 
projects for affordable housing, 

Ironwood and Stoneridge Creek 
on the boards.

Hosterman said there is a need 
for more affordable housing. A 
Bridge proforma shows that it 
would cost $320,000 a unit to 
build affordable housing. We 
will need to look at public/private 
partnerships.

McGovern said of assigned 
housing numbers, few California 
cities have met them. She sug-
gested increasing the inclusion-
ary percentage and the fees to 
encourage builders to build the 
housing rather than pay the fee. 
McGovern also supported con-
struction of smaller, affordable 
by design homes.

The candidates were asked 
how they felt about the right to 
referend or launch initiatives 
without government interfer-
ence.

McGovern said that refer-
endums provide a method of 
checks and balances for the 
public. When people don’t like a 
decision or feel something is not 
moving forward, they have the 
right to referend or prepare an 
initiative. She said she opposes 
competing measures placed on a 
ballot by government.

Hosterman said she believes 
that the referendum/initiative 
process works well for specific 
plans and general plan updates. 

For specific projects, it does 
not work. If the public doesn’t 
approve of how a council votes, 
they can vote them out of of-
fice.

Cook-Kallio said that while a 
referendum or initiative provides 
a check on government, there is 
no check on the content of a ref-
erendum or initiative before it is 
put on the ballot. She suggested 
one is needed to avoid situations 
such as the one Pleasanton finds 
itself in.

Brown stated, “I absolutely 
believe in referendums and initia-
tives. The only reason that people 
collect signatures is they believe 
they are not being represented by 
elected officials.”

Watson said a referendum is 
part of the process for citizens to 
have an impact on government. 
He suggested the city knew a 
referendum was coming for Oak 
Grove. The ordinance should 
have been written in such a way 
that the issue would not have 
gone to court.

Thorne said he does believe in 
the initiative process. He added 
that councilmembers have the 
right to support or oppose them. 
He agreed with Cook-Kallio 
there should be a review process 
to look at the legal ramifica-
tions. 

FORUM
(continued from page one)
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441553
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Course Correc-
tion Coaching, 11478 Rolling 
Hills Drive, Dublin Ca 94568 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Robert Scott Hardy, 11478 
Rolling Hills Drive, Dublin 
Ca 94568
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on July 15, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Robert S. Hardy
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 6, 2010. Expires 
August 6, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2829. Publish  August 19, 26, 
September 2, 9, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 442001
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Club Z! In-Home 
Tutoring, 3918 Stanford Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Denise M. Sughayar, 3918 

Stanford Way, Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Denise M. Sughayar
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 20, 2010. Expires 
August 20, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2831. Publish August 26, 
September 2, 9, 16, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441653
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Tulula “Baked 
Bliss”, 260 N. L Street, Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Aileen Avila, 3963 Pestana 
Way, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on January 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Aileen Avila
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 10, 2010. Expires 
August 10, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2832. Publish  August 26, 
September 2, 9, 16, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441638
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:TMG Con-
struction, 2851 Tahoe Drive, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Thomas M. Gavello, 2851 
Tahoe Dr., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on February 
10, 1987
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Thomas M. Gavello
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 10, 2010. Expires 
August 10, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2834. Publish September 2, 
9, 16, 23, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441883
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Viking Plumbing, 
1415 Tulip Way, Livermore 
Ca 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Ronald Lee Monk, Jr., 1415 
Tulip Way, Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on August 10, 2010

Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Ronald L. Monk Jr.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 18, 2010. Expires 
August 18, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2835. Publish September 2, 
9, 16, 23, 2010.

 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
  Of VERNICE A. PELUSO

   (Prob. Code 19050)
  Case No. RP10532566

 To Whom It May Concern:
 Notice is hereby given to 
the Creditors and Contingent 
creditors of the decedent:
VERNICE A. PELUSO MARI-
TAL TRUST, that all persons 
having claims against the 
decedent are required to file 
them with the Superior Court, 
at 1225 Fallon Street, Oak-
land, CA 94612 and mail or 
deliver a copy to CITIGROUP 
TRUST DELAWARE N. A., 
Trustee of the Trust dated 
August 28, 2001, wherein 
decedent was the settlor, c/o 
James M. Allen, Esq., 199 
Fremont St., 21st floor, San 
Francisco, Ca 94105 within 
the later of four months after 
August 26, 2010 (date of the 
first publication of notice to 
creditors) or, if notice is mailed 
or personally delivered to you, 
30 days after the date this 
notice is mailed or personally 
delivered to you or you must 
petition to file a late claim as 
provided in Section
 19103 of the Probate Code. 
A claim form may be obtained 
from the court

 clerk. For your protection, 
you are encouraged to file 
your claim by certified mail, 
with return receipt requested. 
Dated: August 16th , 2010
 CITIGROUP TRUST DELA-
WARE N.A.
 BY: Tina Deonise, Vice 
President and Trust Officer, 
Trustee
 The Independent Legal No. 
2833. Publish August 26, 
September 2, 9, 2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are at Petsmart in Dublin 
from  1 to 4, and PetCo in San 
Ramon from 11 to 3.    Infor-
mation, call TVAR at  (925) 
803-7043 or visit our website 
at www.tvar.org.  

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara 925 243-8000 to let 
33,000 households know!

6)LOST
LOST A FAMILY PET? FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara  
925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

AUTOMOTIVE
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

A CAR DONATION HELP-
ING SICK KIDS! Donate 
Your Car to SONGS of LOVE 
and make a sick child smile! 
Featured on NBC (TODAY 
SHOW), CNN. Tax-deduct-
ible, all vehicle
conditions accepted. www.
SongsofLove.org
 888-909-SONG (7664). 
(CAL*SCAN) 

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-
243-8000

0R  www.independent-
news.com  Pay by Credit 

Card  for any Classified or 
Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 

Light housekeeping 
errands transportation 

meal prep personal care. 
Please fax resume  

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

CANVASSING POSITION, 
talking to homeowners, book-
ing appointments for free 
estimate on solar electric.  
Guaranteed hourly $12 to 
$15 PLUS commission.  Full 
time.  Highest paid marketing 
job in town. Email resume to: 
prehmar@energysavers.com 
or call Paul at 702 575-5018

Advertising Account Executive for well-respected, 47 
year old, weekly, community newspaper in Livermore. 
Candidate needs sales experience, creativity, persever-
ance, integrity and interest in community involvement. 

Position Summary: 
Sell advertising space in our weekly newspaper, 
monthly magazine, website, as well as various other 
print products we offer. Increase revenue from existing 
accounts and grow client revenue in an assigned ter-
ritory. Manage the process of launching new products 
in an assigned territory. Enjoy a high degree of client 
contact through face-to-face interaction, telephone and 
written correspondence. 

Job Responsibilities: 
Responsible for advertising sales within a defined 
vertical territory.
Meet monthly sales goals.
Work with clients to establish advertising campaigns to 
proof ads and build. 
Generate new clients through prospecting via email, 
phone and cold calls.
Attending community events, such as ribbon cuttings, 
trade shows, etc.
Build on an established client base while maintaining 
current accounts.
 
Job Qualifications:
Must have four year college degree.
Minimum two years outside sales experience.
Superior presentation skills.
Effective time management skills.
Ability to work effectively and cooperatively in a team 
environment.

Salary, plus commission. 

Send resume to: dtlowell@comcast.net and to tina@
independentnews.com.

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

71) HELP WANTED

Lucille Angela Way
Lucille Angela Way passed 

away suddenly at the age of 
67 on Aug 
23, 2010 
in Liver-
more, CA.  
L u c i l l e 
was born 
in Chica-
go, IL.  

She was 
preceded 
in  dea th 
b y  h e r 
b e l o v e d 
p a r e n t s , 

Roman and Josephine Ficarra.  
Lucille is survived by William 
Bryant Way. They were married 
for 48 years.  She is survived by 
her brother Dr. Joseph Ficarra 
and three daughters and their hus-
bands, April and Edward Dante, 
Marion and Jim Melani, Michelle 
and Rett Bergmark. She was a 
devoted Grammie to her seven 
grandchildren Bryant, Scarlett, 
Camille, Bliss, Anne, Hope and 
Audrey.  She will be remembered 
well for her fine cooking, excel-
lent sewing skills, great sense of 
humor and ability to laugh, even 
at herself. 

Mass of the Resurrection was 
celebrated on Thurs. Aug 26th,  
at St. Michael’s Catholic Church,  
Livermore.  Burial followed the 
mass at St. Michael’s Cemetery 
in Livermore.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Lloyd E. Dimick Jr.
Lloyd Edwin Dimick Jr., Ma-

jor, USAF (retired) passed away 
July 21, 2010, at home after a 
brief battle with liver cancer. He 
was 77.

He was an NCO and officer’s 
club manager for the United 
States Air Force during his time 
in the military. He worked for 
the LUSD for 27 years. He kept 
in touch with his friends after 

he retired because he loved and 
cared about them all so much.

Dimick was married to Phyllis 
Mae Taylor Dimick for 54 years, 
even though he was 20 minutes 
late for their wedding. This fact 
was laughed about by both of 
them for their entire marriage. 
When Phyllis brought it up, 
Lloyd would remind her that he 
had to put the flowers up at the 
church and then go back home to 
get dressed.

He was the father of Kath-
leen Diana Dimick Hudson, 
John William Dimick, Carol 
Jeanine Dimick Johnson and 
Linda Ruth Dimick; grandfather 
to Renee Susette Dimick, April 
Marie Dimick, Elizabeth Marie 
O’Donnell Jull, and Patricia Ann 
O’Donnell; and great grandfather 
to six. All surviving family mem-
bers miss him very much, but still 
feel his love, filling their hearts 
with joy.

Military graveside services 
were held July 29 at Hedgesville 
Assembly of God Cemetery, offi-
ciated by the Rev. Barry Dillon. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
wishes donations to be made to 
Hospice of the Panhandle, 122 
Waverly Court, Martinsburg, 
WV 25403.

Online condolences may be 
offered at www.BrownFuneral-
HomesWV.com.

Margaret F. Howe
Margaret F. Howe died Aug. 

24, 2010.
She was born Sept. 1, 1920 

in McKees Rock, Pennsylvania, 
where she grew up and graduated 
from Mckees Rocks High School 

in 1938. There she grew up with 
her five siblings. She worked for 
her pop who was manager of the 
A&P Grocery chain helping with 
counting coins and bookkeeping 
from a very young age. She lived 
through the Great Depression, 
where at age 9 she lost her sav-
ings account to the banks. Then 
came WWII, Margaret sold war 
bonds and worked at the Stage-
door Canteen where she met and 
married her husband Charles. 
She worked at the Christian 
Science Publishing Society as a 
switchboard telephone operator, 
from there she worked at a bank. 
Then they followed her brother 
Buz out to California, where they 
resided since the early 50’s with 
her husband Charles, where they 
raised four children. She worked 
for Livermore Radiation Labora-
tories in the security department 
and worked with the first I.B.M 
computers in the 60’s. After that, 
she would open her own business 
as P&M bookkeeping & Taxes. 
Then in the 70’s she went to 
work for Stocking Realty as their 
bookkeeper and commuted from 
Patterson until the age of 86.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband Charles, Sr. and her 
son Charles, Jr. She is survived by 
her children David, Robert, and 
Barbara Rowland, 10 grandkids, 
13 great-grandkids and 1 great-
great grandchild, sisters Laura 
Forker and MaryLou Booher, and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Services were held for Marga-
ret on Monday, August 30, 2010 
at Callaghan Mortuary. Burial 
took place at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery.  

 

M.O.M.’s Reading Time 
M.O.M.’s  (Museum On 

Main’s) Reading Time, a free 
literacy program designed to in-
troduce preschool aged children 
to books and activities about 
the unique people, cultures, 
and events in their community.  
M.O.M.’s Reading Time takes 
place the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month at 10:00am at the Museum 
On Main, 603 Main Street in 
Pleasanton.

The theme for September 8th 
is Autumn Harvest.  A Museum 
On Main volunteer will read The 
Caldecott Winning picture book, 
Ox-Cart Man to participants.  
Following the story time, the 
Museum’s Education Director 
will lead children in seasonal 
craft activities they can take 
home to remind them of the com-
ing fall season.

There is no admission fee.  
Donations are always accepted.  
No reservations are required.  
Playgroups and large groups are 
asked to please call in advance, 
925-462-2766.

The Museum On Main is 
located at 603 Main Street, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566.  Tel: 925-462-
2766, fax: 925-462-2779, www.
museumonmain.org . Regular 
hours of operation: Wednesday 
through Saturday 11:00 am to 
4:00 pm and Sunday 1:00pm to 
4:00 pm.

Questions regarding the 
M.O.M.’s Reading Time pro-
gram may be directed to Jennifer 
Amiel, Director of Education at 
education@museumonmain.org

Bicycle Safety
During the month of Sep-

tember, the Livermore Police 
Department will be stepping up 
their enforcement looking for 
bicyclists violating the Vehicle 
Code and motorist driving in a 

manner which puts bicyclists at 
risk. The beginning of the school 
year is a good time to remind all 
parents and bicycle riders that 
promoting and practicing safe 
biking techniques is the first step 
in preventing bicycle related col-
lisions. If involved in a collision, 
a bicycle helmet will reduce your 
risk of a serious head injury by 
88% but your #1 goal should be 
to avoid the collision altogether.

Bicycles are vehicles with the 
same rights, rules and responsi-
bilities as other road users. Since 
the beginning of 2010, there have 
been 11 bicycle collisions involv-
ing motor vehicles in Livermore. 
The vast majority of these colli-
sions resulted in the bicyclist suf-
fering an injury and being found 
at fault for the collision.

Always travel in the same 
direction as traffic, use hand 
signals, wear bright clothing 
and look behind you before 
moving left or right, use a front 
headlight and choose slow, wide 
backstreets.    

The Livermore Police De-
partment wants to remind the 
community to ride responsibly 
and follow the rules of the road.  
According to 21200(a) of the 
California Vehicle Code (CVC) 
a bicyclist riding on the street is 
subject to, and expected to fol-
low, all the rules of the road as a 
driver of a vehicle.  This includes 
not driving under the influence 
of alcohol/drugs, not wearing 
audio/radio type headsets, having 
required lighting during dark-
ness, stopping at stop signs/traffic 
signals, riding in the same direc-
tion as vehicle traffic, etc.  21212 
CVC requires that anyone under 
the age of eighteen who is riding 
a bicycle must wear a proper fit-
ting and fastened helmet.

The City of Livermore is a 
bicycle friendly community and 

would like to encourage its resi-
dents to practice safe riding. To-
gether, we can reduce the number 
of bicycle collisions occurring 
in town and more importantly 
reduce the number of people 
injured as a result of bicycle 
collisions.  Parents are asked 
to review this information with 
their children who ride bicycles 
and to take a moment to ensure 
a child’s bicycle helmet fits 
properly.

Avoid the 21
Halfway through Avoid the 

21’s summer anti-DUI mo-
bilization, law enforcement 
officers have arrested 129 sus-
pected drunk drivers, a 23 percent 
fall from last year’s 168. 

The crackdown is sticking to 
its total of zero DUI-related traf-
fic deaths, said Lt. Ava Garavatti 
of the Livermore police, cam-
paign coordinator. “We’d very 
much like to keep that zero clear 
through to the end,” she said.

Set for next weekend, the 
last one of the summer mobili-
zation, are freeway saturations 
by California Highway Patrol 
officers from the Dublin, Hay-
ward, Oakland and San Leandro 
squads. Commanders will assign 
all available officers to road duty. 
“We are always looking out for 
impaired drivers,” warned Lt. 
B.J. Whitten of the Oakland 
office.

Friday night checkpoints are 
on the schedule for the Oakland 
police, with Saturday checkpoints 
in Fremont and San Leandro. 
Piedmont police plan a Sunday 
checkpoint, with Pleasanton of-
ficers staffing one on Monday.

The California Office of Traf-
fic Safety funds Avoid the 21 
through the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

Construction Professionals
Sid Slatter
ABC Golden Gate Chapter, 
Board Chairman
Livermore

While The Livermore Inde-
pendent often covers the many 
contributions made by our com-
munity’s working men and wom-
en, I hope that today, Labor Day, 

we can highlight the efforts of a 
particular group that sometimes 
goes unnoticed – the construction 
industry’s craft professionals.

Construction is one of our 
nation’s largest industries. The 
evidence of its size and scope 
is all around us – our industry’s 
professionals build the schools, 
hospitals, offices, churches, res-
taurants, highways, sports arenas 
and other venues that make our 
communities unique.  

We celebrate Labor Day as the 
symbolic end of summer. But for 
some, Labor Day is often associ-
ated with labor unions. However, 
it is a day to honor all workers, 
regardless of labor affiliation. 
According to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, only 14.5 
percent of the nation’s construc-

tion workers currently choose 
to join a labor union, while 85.5 
percent work in an open shop, 
free-enterprise environment, and 
these craft professional provide 
quality, affordable work every 
day to the American people.

So on this Labor Day, let’s 
remember to thank all of the 
construction craft profession-
als, regardless of labor affilia-
tion, whose hard work building 
America each day improves all 
of our lives.

Livermore Library  
Jack Dini
Livermore

My wife and I frequently 
attend library programs in both 
Livermore and Pleasanton. Until 
recently, both libraries have pre-

sented excellent programs with 
a good mix of talks and music 
venues.

Now that’s about to change, 
at least in Pleasanton. The Sun-
day programs will no longer be 
held in the library once the new 
Firehouse Arts Center opens. The 
library will be allowed to hold 
four free music programs on Sun-
days, once every quarter, but the 
programs will have to be at the 
Firehouse Arts Center. Good-by 
to the two per month nice after-
noon programs where you could 
listen and then browse the library. 
What gives? Is Pleasanton afraid 
of having a competing venue on 
days that their new center might 
be presenting something?

Kudos to Livermore! The pro-
grams at the Livermore Library 
are stronger and more highly at-
tended than they were before the 
Bankhead Theater opened. And 

Livermore wasn’t afraid to let the 
programs continue for fear of af-
fecting Bankhead attendance.

Shame on Pleasanton! The 
library crowd would not make a 
hoot of difference in attendance 
at the new theater. Instead of 
moving ahead culturally this is 
moving backwards.

Egg Diet
Lex Manwill
Livermore

It now appears that the owner 
and feed supplier for Iowa’s 
giant Wright County Egg and 
Hillandale Farms, associated 
with the recall of more than 500 
million eggs, has a long record 
of violations. 

Austin “Jack” DeCoster has 
paid millions of dollars in fines 
and restitutions for violations of 
food safety, worker safety, im-
migration, sexual harassment, 

animal cruelty, and water pollu-
tion laws in Maine, Maryland, 
New York, and Iowa. Iowa’s at-
torney general labeled DeCoster 
a “habitual violator.” 

More than 1,500 people have 
been reported sickened by the 
DeCoster eggs, but the Centers 
for Disease Control estimates 
that the actual number may be 
as high as 45,000. DeCoster 
lawyer’s admission that “Con-
tamination is common in poultry 
operations” and “The notion that 
eggs will ever be free of salmo-
nella is ludicrous” convinced me 
that this is indeed an industry-
wide problem, and that eggs are 
not safe to eat. 

I have found www.vegcook-
ing.com/vegcooking-eggreplace.
asp very helpful in making my 
transition to an egg-free diet. 
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ATTN: COMPUTER WORK. 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up 
to $1,500 Part Time to $7,500/
mo. Full Time. Training Pro-
vided. www.KTPGlobal.com 
or call 1-888-0304-2847. 
(CAL*SCAN)

EMT FREE TRAINING plus 
pay, benefits, vacation, regu-
lar raises. HS grads ages 17-
34. Help others. Gain financial 
security. Call Mon-Fri 1-800-
345-6289. (CAL*SCAN)

TRUCK DRIVERS: CDL 
training. Part-time driving job 
with Full-time benefits. Get  
paid to train in the Califor-
nia Army National Guard.  
Up to $12,500 bonus. www.
NationalGuard.com/Truck 
o r  1 - 8 0 0 - G O - G U A R D . 
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVE FOR THE BEST! Gor-
don Trucking, Inc. Immediate 
Openings!! Teams - All the 
miles you can log! Regional & 
OTR openings. Full Benefits, 
401k, Regular Hometime. We 
have the Freight! Talk to a 
recruiter live! www.TeamGTI.
com 1-888-832-6484 EOE. 
(CAL*SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos & 
Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 
PAY *GREAT MILES *CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (CAL*SCAN)

IF YOU LIVE on I-5, We  
have the Job for You! Re-
g ional  Dr ivers Wanted! 
More Hometime! Top Pay! 
Up to $.41/mile! Heartland 
Express 1-800-441-4953. 
www.HeartlandExpress.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

SLT - $2,000 BONUS. Flat-
bed and heavy haul. Owner 
Ops needed Up to 78% of 
load pay. Owners with trail-
ers a plus. 1-800-825-8471. 
(CAL*SCAN)

REEFER DRIVERS NEED-
ED! Experienced drivers 
and Class A commercial stu-
dents welcome! Our Incred-
ible Freight network offers 
plenty of miles! 1-800-277-
0212. www.PrimeInc.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

Driver - SOLOS, TEAMS, EX-
PRESS DRIVERS. Regional 
Runs. Lots of miles! Daily or 
weekly pay. New Equipment. 
Healthcare Benefits. CDL-A, 
6 months OTR experience. 
1-800-414-9569. www.Drive-
Knight.com (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS-ASAP! New Pay 
Increase! 37-43 cpm. Fuel Bo-
nus - up to 4cpm! Need CDL-
A & 3 months recent OTR. 
1-877-258-8782. www.Melt-
onTruck.com (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS New Trucks arriv-
ing! Solo OTR Drivers & Team 
Drivers. West states, exp. 
hazmat end, great miles & 
hometime. ANDRUS TRANS-
PORTATION 1-800-888-5838 
or 1-866-806-5119 x1402. 
(CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

33,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

78)HELP WANTED SALES

WANTED: LIFE AGENTS. 
Earn $500 a Day. Great Agent 
Benefits. Commissions Paid 
Daily, Liberal Underwrit-
ing. Leads, Leads, Leads. 
Life Insurance License Re-
quired. Call 1-888-713-6020. 
(CAL*SCAN)

MERCHANDISE
111 )EQUIPMENT FOR 
SALE

NEW Norwood SAWMILLS 
-LumberMate-Pro handles 
logs 34” diameter, mil ls 
boards 28” wide. Automated 
quick-cycle-sawing increases 
efficiency up to 40%! www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/300N 
1-800-661-7746 ext. 300N. 
(CAL*SCAN)

115)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

GARAGE SALE
Livermore Sept 4th SAT 9-
4pm 277 No. “L” St. Cloth-
ing, Auto Misc., Household 
Items, Raiders Stuff. Alot of 
Great Stuff.

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara  

FREE
ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST 

BOOKS
1970 - 2009

510 889-0723

FREE MOVING BOXES
Many Sizes Call M- F 5-9PM

Come on week-n
 925 321-4800

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  925 243-
8000 or go on-line at  www.
independentnews.com 

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

130)MISC. FOR SALE

ORDAZ FAMILY WINES 
releases their first wine, a 
2009 Sauvignon Blanc.  
Only 520 cases. www.

OrdazFamilyWines.com 
vebora@msn.com or  

707-833-2887. (CAL*SCAN)

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

1 5 7 ) A P T / C O T T A G E /
HOUSE/RENTALS

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 33,000 households/
businesses that received the 
Independent know about it. To 
place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

By Advertising with The In-
dependent you reach over 
33,000 homes and business-
es with your ad . Call Barbara 
925 243-8000

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE  By Advertising 
with The Independentyou 
reach over 33,000 homes and 
businesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE

TROPHY ELK Area LAND 
SALE!! Horse Trails - BLM 
bordering Bank Liquidation 
Sale - Call Now! 20 Acres w/
Road & Utilities - $19,900 20 
Acres w/ New Cabin - WAS: 
$99,900.  NOW: $69,900. 
Also Available: 200-3000 
acres w/ trees, views, utili-
ties. Loaded w/ 350 class 
bulls, deer & game birds. 
Large acreage starts at $800/ 
acre 888-361-3006. www.
WesternSk iesLand.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

20 ACRE RANCHES ONLY 
$99/mo. $0 Down, $12,900. 
Near El Paso, Texas. Owner 
financing, No Credit Checks. 
No Income Verification. Mon-
ey Back Guarantee. Map/
Pictures. 1-800-343-9444. 
(CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with The In-
dependent, you reach over 
33,000 homes and business-
es with your message. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

SERVICES
177)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE ONLINE in a 
network of 50-plus news-
paper websites.  Border to 
Border with one order! $7 
cost per thousand impres-
sions statewide. Minimum 
$5,000 order. Call for details: 
(916) 288-6010.  www.Cali-
forniaBannerAdNetwork.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

180)EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!   1-
866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
S o u t h E a s t e r n H S . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

181)FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Get cash for 
your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High 
payouts. Call J.G. Went-
worth. 1-866-Settlement (1-
866-738-8536). Rated A+ by 
the Better Business Bureau. 
(CAL*SCAN)

185)HEALTH/MISC.

HERNIA REPAIR? Did You 
Receive A COMPOSIX KU-
GEL Mesh Patch Between 
1999-2008? If the Kugel patch 
was removed due to compli-
cations of bowel perforation, 
abdominal wall tears, punc-
ture of abdominal organs or 
intestinal fistulae, you may 
be entitled to compensation. 
Attorney Charles Johnson 1-
800-535-5727. (CAL*SCAN)

190)SCHOOLS/TRAINING

H E A V Y  E Q U I P M E N T /
CRANE TRAINING. Learn to 
operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
motor grader, excavator, skid 

steer, crane. Career assis-
tance. Call 888-210-4534. 
Northern California College of 
Construction. www.HEAVY4.
com promocode NCPA1 
Advertisement for Training. 
(CAL*SCAN)

195)T IMESHARES/RE-
SORTS

WORLDMARK / TIME-
SHARE Sell / Rent For 
CASH!!! We’ll find you 

Buyers/Renters!  
10+ years of success!  

Over $78 Million in  
offers in 2009! www.Sel-

laTimeshare.com Call (877) 
554-2098. (CAL*SCAN).
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Going Native: Drought-
Resistant Landscaping

By Cher Wollard
When Kat and Eric Weiss had their Livermore home on the mar-

ket last spring, would-be buyers were impressed by the remodeled 
kitchen and bathrooms, the open sunroom, the beautiful bamboo 
floors.

But what finally sold the house, was the yard. 
Kat Weiss is a residential landscape designer who specializes in 

California native and drought-resistant landscaping.  
The folks who bought the house are conservation-minded and 

appreciate both the beauty of the yard and the low water bills. 
“The buyer was just so thrilled. It was lovely to see,” said Ellen 

Bettencourt, the Realtor who listed the house.
“Everything was done at a level and with an appreciation for 

design that would appeal to a lot of people. There are always people 
who are more comfortable with the more conventional style of land-
scaping, but there was a lot of interest too.”

The yard in question had no lawn of mown grass. No water-
guzzling flowers and shrubs. What it boasted was plants native to 
California that are naturally drought-resistant.

“I try to make all my design using California native plants, plus 
Mediterranean climate appropriate,” Weiss said. “Lawns are the big-
gest maintenance item. People just dump a whole bunch of resources, 
money, energy, time into lawns.”

Instead, she focuses on sustainability, both in her business and in 
designing her own yards.

“People have a lot of pre-conceived notions,” she said. “The 
grasses in the hills around us that get so dry, those aren’t the natives. 
Those were the non-native grasses ranchers brought in. The natives 
are the grasses you see along the coast.

“I am very interested in drought-tolerance design appropriate for 
our climate. If you go native, you only have to water once a week, 
if that. I try not to recreate the East Coast.”

Bettencourt, who is with Windermere Welcome Home, also helped 
the Weiss family purchase their new Livermore home. 

“The new property they bought has a very traditionally landscaped 
lot, but with her vision, she’s working on it. It takes time to develop 
a native garden, but you can already see the beginnings of it.”

Among the elements Weiss likes to work with:
• Manzanita. “There are dozens of kinds of manzanitas from 

ground covers up to tree size. They are easy care. There are manza-
nitas for everyone.”

• Buckwheat. “There is a whole family of buckwheat – native 
shrubs, perennials. One type flowers for four or five months with 
little pompom flowers that are fuzzy and grayish with great texture. 
They are easy care, drought tolerant, and so beautiful.”

• Wild lilacs. Both tree forms and ground covers.
• Native grasses. “There are beautiful bunch grasses such as deer 

grass, like we see in the Dunsmuir area. Architectural looking, easy 
care,” she said. “This is not going to be your golf-course look, but 
you can walk on it.  It’s a good alternative if you are looking for 
the carpet look.”

• Native trees. You can’t go wrong with coast live oak. It is 
slow growing, adaptable for small landscapes, easy care and looks 
fantastic.

• Edibles. “People are incorporating more edibles, which are not 
necessarily native and they take a little more water, but they are 
drought tolerant.”

• Deciduous shrubs.  “Wild currant are gorgeous ribes. You can 
have pink currant flowers in January and February, when not a whole 
lot else is going on.”

Weiss – who has degrees from the University of California, LA, 
and the University of Massachusetts, Amherst – works with do-it-
yourselfers who want to consult with her as well as homeowners who 
hire her to design and execute the project start-to-finish. Either way, 
she focuses on low maintenance and sustainability.

“I really enjoy working with homeowners, seeing it built, and 
educating them about our climate. It’s gorgeous if they just reach 
out beyond their comfort zone a little bit.”

But landscaping of any type is does cost money. Weiss offers 
tips to keep the costs down, including recycling free and low-cost 
materials.

“Get chipped tree mulch from arborists,” she said. “They are 
happy to dump it. It is not going to be a uniform look, but it’s great 
stuff to keep the moisture in and the weeds out. 

“Broken concrete can be used to build a wall or as path-building 
material. Stain it and nobody will even know.”

She recommends homeowners collect rainwater in wine barrels 
or other containers, since our area only gets rain for a few months 
each year. 

Weiss opened her business in 2004. Since then, she has seen an 
increase in interest in her style of landscaping.

“I’m not sure if that’s because this type of landscaping is so beauti-
ful or because our water bills are starting to scare us, but people are 
looking for options,” she said. 

Ann Rhoades, also of Livermore, is a believer. “Growing up in 
Minnesota everybody had grass. I wanted something different.”

A do-it-yourselfer, Rhoades spent months researching possibilities 
before launching her project. 

“I was obsessed with looking at stuff before deciding what to do,” 
she said. “I wanted drought resistant and I didn’t want a lawn. I hate 
to pull weeds and do lawn maintenance. 

 “After looking around at various neighborhoods, we bought a 
program for redesigning yards. But the problem wasn’t specific to 
California, so we ended up going to a nursery in Sunol, looking 
around and just talking to the folks there.”

Her yard, which is a large corner lot, was already fairly drought-
resistant when they moved in, but it was tired looking and lacked 
color.

“It was just every kind of juniper known to man,” Rhoades 
said.

In updating their yard, Rhoades and her husband, Gary Roads 
(sic) started with planter boxes close to the house, both for aesthetics 
and to add a layer of coolness to the walls of the house. They took 
out trees that had been planted over the sewer line or right at the 
sidewalk, which were beginning to cause problems.

They planted bushes, shrubs and grasses they like, mostly drought-
resistant. The few that aren’t are on a drip system, to keep water 
usage low. The back yard features grape vines and a small vegetable 
garden, as well as a patio for entertaining.

They also used decorative pots and rocks, and decomposed 
granite known as path fine. They used ginger path fine in the back 
yard, but the front yard will have gold path fine, which is harder 
and more compact.

“I see people walk by and they stop and look at the yard,” she 
said. “I’ve had people take pictures with my yard in the background. 
If I’m out working, people will stop and ask questions.”

“You can do this and do it beautifully,” Weiss said. “You can make 
it your own little Eden.”

For more tips on more creating water-efficient yards, see www.
zone7water.com Kat Weiss can be reached at kat@kwlanddesign.
com.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home Realty, Livermore.
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Valley Humane Society is 
poised to take a giant leap 
into the future.  Construction 
is underway on the new 
animal care facility.  This 
new building will allow us to 
expand our program services 
and triple the number of lives 
saved each year. Members 
of the public are invited to a 
ribbon cutting and ground 
breaking ceremony on  
Thursday, September 9th 
at 5:30pm. This celebration 
will be held at the  current 
modular facility, neighboring 
the new building site, 3670 
Nevada Street, Pleasanton. 
For information, call Valley 
Humane Society at (925) 
426-8656.   Pictured at right 
is a volunteer with one of the 
cats available for adoption.
 

Pictured are Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory Director George Miller (left) , representing 
Lab employees,  sharing a large check and some of the food collected in a joint effort with 
employees of the National Nuclear Security Administration’s Livermore Site Office, represented 
by Site Office Manager Alice Williams. The food drive benefitted the Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry 
of Livermore.

Employees of the Nation-
al Nuclear Security Adminis- 
tration’s Livermore Site Of-
fice and Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory made a 
combined donation of approxi-
mately $3,600 and 1,000 pounds 
of food to the Tri-Valley Haven 
Food Pantry of Livermore on 
Tuesday.

“I am very pleased that our 
National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration Livermore Site Of-
fice employees joined  Livermore 

Laboratory employees to make 
this food drive a great success 
during these especially difficult 
economic times for the less 
fortunate in our community,” 
said National Nuclear Security 
Administration/Livermore Site 
Office Manager Alice Williams.

Lab Director George Miller 
added, “I am extremely proud 
of our employees who have 
generously given to the local 
community yet again.This is one 
of the many charitable organiza-

tions who have benefitted from 
employee contributions year-
round.”

The food drive took place 
during the month of August.  
This is part of a national effort 
by the National Nuclear Security 
Administration to partner with its 
contractors to benefit local com-
munities.  The Tri-Valley Haven 
Food Pantry, located at 418 
Junction Avenue in Livermore, 
provides food to 1,200 – 1,800 
people per month in the Tri-Val-
ley area of Alameda County.

 
 

 

Food Donation Benefits the
Tri-Valley Haven Food Pantry

Julie O’Connor, Executive 
Director of HomeAid Northern 
California, will be the guest 
speaker on September 14, at 6:00 
pm in Moran Hall on the campus 
of St Raymond Catholic Church, 
11555 Shannon Ave., in Dublin. 
O’Connor will address the causes 
of homelessness in the Tri-Valley. 
She will provide facts, statistics, 
and information on available 
resources.

The public is invited to this 

potluck and community presen-
tation sponsored by the Catholic 
Daughters of American, Court of 
St. Raymond. 

There is no charge to attend. 
However, reservations are re-
quired. Contact Anita Dennis, 
peacebe2you@pacbell.net, 925-
216-6507, for information and 
reservations. 

To learn more about HomeAid 
visit their website at http://www.
homeaidnc.org/

 

Presentation Will Look at Causes 
Of Homelessness in the Tri-Valley

The Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District (BAAQMD) is 
inviting public comment on the 
proposed Mariposa Energy Plant 
in the Altamont, 6 miles east 
of Livermore, near Mountain 
House.

The plant would be located 
near PG&E’s Kelso substation, 
on a 158- acre parcel close to the 
intersection of Bruns and Kelso 
roads.

The proposal is for a peaker 
plant that would produce 200 
megawatts of power using 4 tur-
bine generators fired by natural 
gas. A megawatt is 1 million 
watts, so the plant would have 
a peak capacity of 200 million 
watts.

The project’s owners say they 
will use the plant only when there 
are peak demands on th power 
grid. They said they want it near 
the Kelso substation because 
there is good access to the power 
grid there. There is also fairly 
easy access to PG&E natural gas 
and cooling water from Byron 
Bethany Irrigation District.

The application process with 
the California Energy Commis-
sion was begun several years ago. 
A preliminary determination of 
compliance has been issued for 
Mariposa. Comments now are 
sought for the final determination  
of compliance.

Comments should be sent to 
Brenda Cabral, Supervising Air 
Quality Engineer, at BAAQMD, 
939 Ellis Street, San Francisco, 
CA, 94109. It must be received 
by September 27.

Other contact information 
for Cabral is a phone (415) 749-
4686, and an e-mail address, 
which is bcabral@baaqmd.gov.

Available from Cabral or 
from the air district’s web site 
is the preliminary declaration of 
compliance. The district’s web 
site is www.baaqmd.gov. All 
documents and materials are also 
available for public inspection at 

The Valley Rock Gym will 
remain open for the current 
budget year. That was one of the 
decisions made by the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park Dis-
trict board last week as part of 
the 2010-2011 budget.

The vote was 3 to 0 with 
Maryalice Faltings and Scott 
Kamena absent. 

Following a public hearing, 
the Board approved the operat-
ing budget, which is balanced at 
$16,077,567. In order to balance 
the budget, the District has to 
cut programs, services and staff. 
This results in the vacating of 
four full-time positions and two 
part-time positions.

During the public hearing, 
several people spoke in favor 
of keeping open Valley Rock 

Gym, which LARPD has oper-
ated since 2007. Volunteers have 
formed the Rock Gym Support 
Group. Representatives of the 
group gave a presentation to the 
Board proposing strategies for 
increasing revenue and decreas-
ing expenditures.

Bob Sanchez, a member of the 
group, said that a lot of people 
had worked really hard to come 
up with a plan. Staff has been 
supportive. “The group will be 
involved in marketing and man-
aging volunteers.”

Sanchez pointed out that July 
showed a big upturn in revenue 
over last July. He said the group 
has created a new brochure. It has 
created a roadmap to success that 
includes cost reductions based on 
better scheduling of open times 

and staff time. In addition, efforts 
to raise funds will continue. 

In response to the rock gym 
proposal, the Board reduced the 
budget’s subsidy for the gym 
from $34,557 to $13,000. The 
three directors present said that 
reduction would allow them to 
support the continued operation 
ofo the rock gym for the next 
fiscal year.  There will be a 
mid-year evaluation planned for 
February.

The capital improvement plan 
budget was also approved, with 
plans to work on a number of 
projects this year. The budget in-
cludes the Robertson Park soccer 
field synthetic turf conversion, 
land acquisition for Sycamore 
Grove Park and Robertson Park, 
trail construction on the South 
Livermore Valley Trail, trail 
construction at Holdener Park, 
a sidewalk repair program and 
riparian restoration and pond 
restoration for endangered spe-
cies propagation at Sycamore 
Grove. 

The budget also includes 
moving forward on the Ranger 
Station at Sycamore Grove. Staff 
had recommended not going 
ahead with the ranger station. 
General Manager Tim Barry said 
he could not guarantee that the 
project would be built within the 
approved budget, nor deliver the 
finished product on time.

Director Steve Goodman sug-
gested the district go out to bid, 
“to see what we can get for our 

dollars.” He suggested that the 
current eocnomic climate could 
result in lower bids.

Board president David Furst 
stated, “We have spent a lot of 
time and energy on this. I rec-
ommend that we move forward. 
This is a very good climate to 
get projects going. I’d like to 
test the water to see what bids 
come in.”

The Board also approved 
recommended changes to im-
provement projects for Robertson 
Park by Arroyo Crossing Inc. 
Recent bids for the playground 
and respite area and trail projects 
came in higher than anticipated, 
requiring adjustments to reduce 
the scope of the project. Changes 
include elimination of a sand 
and water play area in the play-
ground. A respite area along the 
trail was also eliminated. These 
changes to the agreement will go 
to the City for final approval.

district headquarters.
After an application gets the 

final determination of compli-
ance, it goes to the California En-
ergy Commission, and becomes 
a part of their environmental 
review process. The CEC will 
have a process of public com-
ment. When and if they issue the 
license, the BAAQMD issues a 
permit.

Comment Sought on 
Proposed Power Plant

Rock Gym to Stay Open for Now
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The Guitar Player LIVE! festival is a 
weekend filled with events celebrating 
guitars and guitar music to be held next 
month in downtown Livermore. It takes 
on a local flavor with the announcement 
of two Bay Area connections. Pleas-
anton resident, Dan Kumar, has been 
named one of the 10 finalists in Guitar 
Player magazine’s sixth annual Guitar 
Superstar Competition. An exhibit at 
the Bankhead Theater celebrating 50 
years of rock and roll history in the 
San Francisco Bay Area has just been 
announced. The weekend festival and 
guitar competition returns to Livermore 
on September 17-18, 2010, following 
last year’s sold-out event, which at-
tracted guitarists and music fans from 
around the country.

Guitarist Dan Kumar, a native of 

a panel of celebrity judges on Satur-
day, September 18, 2010. This year, 
judges include Elliot Easton (Cars), 
Reeves Gabrels (David Bowie), Scott 
Henderson, Gary Hoey, George Lynch 
(Dokken and Lynch Mob) and host 
Brendon Small (Dethklok). Nine of the 
finalists were chosen by Guitar Player 
Magazine’s staff and the tenth “popular 
choice” finalist was chosen in an on-
line voting process. In addition to the 
Guitar Superstar title, top prizes include 
a recording contract with Guitar Player 
Records and gear packages from major 
manufacturers.

During the month of September the 
lobby of the Bankhead Theater will 
be home to a retrospective of posters 
representing the past 50 years of rock 

Pleasanton,  has been named one of 
the 10 finalists in this year’s Guitar 
Superstar Competition. At age 20, 
Kumar is the youngest finalist in this 
year’s competition, and one of the few 
who have not already been perform-
ing professionally for many years. 
Kumar had little musical experience 
before he began playing the guitar in 
his early teens. Inspired by his favorite 
rock bands, he was soon taking lessons 
and playing constantly. He currently is 
enrolled in classes at Las Positas Col-
lege in Livermore, while continuing to 
play guitar and develop his interest in 
composing and recording music.

In his very first competition, Dan 
Kumar will be vying for the title of 
Guitar Superstar at the Bankhead 
Theater before audience members and 

Dan Kumar of Pleasanton is one of the ten finalists in this year's Guitar Superstar Competition.

One of the posters from the exhibit.

Gary  Hoey wi l l  per form in 

Pleasanton Resident a Finalist in 
Guitar Superstar Competition

(See GUITAR, page 3)
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The annual Scottish Highland 
Gathering & Games at the Alam-
eda County Fairgrounds in Pleas-
anton this Labor Day weekend 
marks the 145th presentation of the 
historic event by the Caledonian 
Club of San Francisco.  

Over the decades the Games 
have advanced to become one of 
the world’s largest such ethnic 
events, considered by some as the 
absolute largest.

Presented on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 4th and 5th, the 
Games will feature more than 30 
pipe bands from the United States 
and Canada as well as the U.S. 
Marine Band San Diego.

This year the IHGF World 
Highland Games Super Series 
will highlight the world’s premier 
heavy event pro athletes contest-
ing the world title for the caber 
and Weight-For-Height events. 
The 36th U.S. Invitational Heavy 
Events Championships will also 
be contested by the top pros as 
well as the Men’s Open Amateur, 
two Men’s Master classes and the 
increasingly popular Women’s 
Open.

The Western U.S. Open Cham-
pionship Highland Dancing will 
bring together dancers in various 
classes from preteens to adult 
competitors.

The 2nd Annual Ardenwood 
Shakespeare Festival and Renais-
sance Faire, will open September 
11 and 12, 2010 at Ardenwood 
Historic Farms in Fremont.

This themed event will feature 
art, amour & armor, with over 800 
live actors and patrons garbed in 
historical costumes and fanciful 
fantasy to involve patrons in its 
Shakespearian storylines.

This year’s theme for the Fes-
tival will be Shakespeare’s Muse. 
Ardenwood Historic Farms will be 
transformed into an Elizabethan 
town filled with the myriad char-
acters and vignettes resembling 
those of Shakespeare’s plays we 
so dearly love.  

Over 800 costumed entertain-
ers and over 100 shopkeepers and 
artisans will add to the ambience 
of the Faire. The show features 
acappella singers, dancers, magic 
and acrobatic feats on four stages, 
blacksmiths, royalty, period ar-
chery and, of course, the grand 
joust. With impressive horseman-
ship and pomp, the Knights of the 
Realm will do battle with each 
other, on horseback and on the 
ground with swords and other 
period weapons.

Over 100 merchants will be 
selling a wide array of arts and 
craft including one of a kind jew-
elry items, woodcrafts, artwork, 
ceramics, clothing, hats, accesso-
ries and historic weapons.

The Ardenwood Shakespeare 
Festival will be held September 
11-12, 2010. Grounds will be open 
10-6 on Saturday and 10-5 Sunday. 
Tickets are $18 for adults, $13 for 
seniors, military, and ages 13-17, 
and $8 for children 3-12. More 
information can be found at http://
www.ardenwoodfaire.com/

“If you love Shakespeare and 
Ren Faire, you will love this show,” 
said Marti Miernik, Producer of the 
Ardenwood Shakespeare Festival 
and Renaissance Faire. “Parents 
wishing to introduce their children 
and teens to both history and to 
Shakespeare can’t go wrong by 
bringing them to this very special 
event. We are known for making 
the Bard’s works accessible and 
understandable to modern-day 
audiences, whether they are Shake-
speare aficionados or experiencing 
his works and influence for the 
first time.”

 

The entertainment is offered 
on eight stages. Highlighting 
the Celtic rock stages will be 
Australia’s Brother and Scotland’s 
Albannach, and the  Northern 
California-based Tempest. A new 
addition to the ranks will be Twi-
light Lords. On the traditional 
front is  the Browne Sisters with 
George Cavanaugh. Scotland TV 

performer Isla St. Clair is among 
the highlights. Rounding out the 
traditional entertainers are Golden 
Bough, Ed Miller, Neil O’Neill and 
troubadour Peter Daldry.

Mary Queen of Scots, one of 
the favorites in the Living History 
area, will be on hand. The battling 
Highland Warriors, marching Ro-
man legions and invading Vikings 
make their appearance along with 
period artisans and craftsmen dem-
onstrating their trade.

Nearly one hundred clan tents 
will offer information about Scot-
tish connections.

The Game includes the Chil-
dren’s Glen with games and prizes. 
The Birds of Prey section will 
feature exotic raptors and pro-
fessional handlers. In the Sheep 
Dog Trails accredited handlers 
and their Border Collies perform 
sheep herding demonstrations. The 
massive Clydesdale horse team is 
always popular.

In the sports arena, the annual 
Five-A-Side Soccer Tournament 
feature eight teams from through-
out California and Nevada. Rugby 
and the ancient Scottish game of 
Shinty are played on the track 
infield.

The Irish have long been rep-
resented by clans and vendors. 

This year the Irish participation 
will take on a more evident role 
with Irish Step Dancing and Irish 
Ceilidh Dancing.

Entering it’s third year, the 
“Taste of Whisky at the Games.” In 
addition to whisky tasting, Master 
Class seminars are conducted by 
an Expert Whisky Master. A large 
variety of single malt and blends 
are presented both days of the 
Games.

An assemblage of British Mo-
tor Cars will be of interest to all 
motor heads!

A large variety of British and 
American food and drink is avail-
able throughout the massive fair-
grounds. 

Hours are 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
each day.  Opening ceremonies are 
held at 12:30 p.m. each day in front 
of the main grandstands. 

Tickets are $18 one-day adult; 
$27 two day adult; $12 for seniors 
age 65 and over, youth 12 to 17, 
and handicapped; kids 11 and un-
der and active duty Armed Forces 
with ID are admitted free. There 
is a $8 parking fee charged by the 
fairgrounds.

More information and tickets 
are available at  www.TheScot-
tishGames.com.

 

Annual Scottish 
Games in 

Pleasanton  
This Weekend

Historic re-enactments are part of the activities

Caber toss draws top athletes.

Drum and bagpipe music will fill the air.

Ardenwood 
Hosting 

Festival and 
Renaissance 

Faire
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The community is invited to 
attend the 12th annual recital co-
sponsored by Asbury United Meth-
odist Church and the Alameda 
County East Branch of the Music 
Teachers’ Association of Califor-
nia (MTAC). It will be held on 
Saturday evening, September 11, 
at 7:30 p.m. in Asbury’s sanctuary, 
4743 East Avenue in Livermore. 

Children are especially wel-
come at this event. It will last 
about an hour. The pianist will be 
glad to sign programs and meet 
members of the audience after the 
performance.

This year’s performer is Fre-
mont resident David Wu, a 2010 
graduate of Mission San Jose High 
School and a longtime piano stu-
dent of Dr. Jed Galant of Newark. 
Wu has won many local and state 
honors, including performing at 
the Carmel Bach Festival  and in 
a master class under the instruction 

The New World Jazz Ensemble will perform jazz standards at the 
Pleasanton Library on Sun., Sept. 5 at 2 p.m. 

The performance will feature vocals by Melanie O’Reilly. Ben Anjo 
will play the piano, Mike Ramos the guitar.

The New World Music Academy has proven its commitment to qual-
ity music education since opening our doors in September of 2005. For 
more information about New World Music Academy, please call (925) 
462-5400.     

This program is funded by a grant from the Friends of the Pleasanton 
Public Library.  The Pleasanton Library is located at 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton.  925/931-3400.

The program is free and open to all. No registration required.
For more information, call Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

and roll in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. Presented in cooperation 
with Wolfgang’s Vault, banners 
and framed original posters will 
feature historical events with such 
icons as Jefferson Airplane, Jimi 
Hendrix and the Grateful Dead. 
The exhibit can be viewed by 
audience members during ticketed 
events throughout September. It 
will be open to the public during 
the Guitar Player LIVE!  festival 
on Saturday, September 18 from 
noon to 4:00 p.m. The framed 
original posters, as well as un-
framed posters, will be available 
for sale during the festival with 
proceeds benefiting the non-profit 
Livermore Valley Performing Arts 
Center.

Guitar Player LIVE! brings 
together guitar legends, musicians,  
and fans for a celebration of gui-
tar-inspired music. The festival is 
being presented by the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 
in partnership with Guitar Player 
magazine, September 17-18, 2010.  
The event kicks off Friday evening 
with legendary rock guitarists Ron-
nie Montrose and Gary Hoey in 
concert at the Bankhead Theater, 
and continues the following night 
with Guitar Player magazine’s 
sixth annual Guitar Superstar 
Competition. In addition, the 
festival offers a manufacturers’ 
showcase of premium guitar gear, 
free clinics, performances by well-
known regional bands, screenings 
of cult guitar films at the Vine Cin-
ema, and lively after-event parties 
both Friday and Saturday nights 
at the Sapphire Lounge adjacent 
to the Bankhead Theater.

Event Schedule
• Ronnie Montrose and Gary 

Hoey in Concert: Friday, Septem-
ber 17, 2010 at 8:00pm. Tickets 
range from $27-$49 with $12 
student tickets.

• Guitar Player Magazine’s 

Sixth Annual Guitar Superstar 
Competition: Saturday, September 
18, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Tickets range 
from $23 to $37.

• After-Parties at the Sapphire 
Restaurant and Lounge: Friday 
and Saturday nights following the 
concert and competition. $5 per 
cover charge person, per night.

• Late Night Film Screenings at 
the Vine Cinema: “This is Spinal 
Tap” on Friday, September 17, 
2010 at 11:30 p.m. and “The Wall” 
on Saturday, September 18, 2010 at 
11:30 p.m.  Tickets $7 each. Both 
movies are Rated R.

• All Saturday afternoon events, 
including performances, clinics 
and exhibits, are free admission. 
For more information, visit www.
guitarplayerlive.com

Wolfgang’s Vault is an online 
resource for live concert record-
ings and memorabilia, representing 
the history of live music of the past 
50 years. Born of the Bill Graham 
Presents Archive, they pay homage 
to Bill whose original name was 
Wolfgang Grajonca. Since that 
original acquisition, Wolfgang’s 
Vault has added over a dozen other 
archives to its hold. They offer 
unique online live music stream-
ing of audio and video that has 
been painstakingly restored and 
digitized, as well as an online store 
with vintage concert poster col-
lections, photographs, t-shirts and 
other memorabilia. The banners 
to be displayed at the Bankhead 
Theater are part of an exhibit made 
jointly by Wolfgang’s Vault and 
the San Francisco Museum and 
Historical Society.

The Bankhead Theater is lo-
cated at 2400 First Street in Down-
town Livermore.  

To purchase tickets or for more 
information, call 925-373-6800 or 
visit the LVPAC website at www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

 

of Jon Nakamatsu, and performing 
Prokofiev’s Concerto No. 3 with 
the Oakland East Bay Symphony. 
At the MTAC convention this 

July, he was inducted into the 
prestigious Young Artist Guild. He 
spent three weeks this summer in 
Prague for the AMEROPA Cham-
ber Music Festival. Wu will attend 
the University of California at 
Irvine this fall as a Physics-Music 
double major.

David Wu’s program on Sep-
tember 11 will feature some of the 
treasures of the piano repertoire: 
Beethoven’s hauntingly beautiful 
and tempestuous “Appassionata” 
Sonata; Chopin’s Scherzo No. 4 
in E major; Liszt’s Etude No. 3 
(“Un sospiro”); and Prokofiev’s 
energetic Toccata in d minor. 

The recital is open to the public. 
There is no charge for admission. 
Refreshments will be served after-
ward. For more information: (925) 
443-2514

Towne Center Books in Pleas-
anton is hosting the following 
events:

• Coffee and Conversation 
with Ellisa Al-Chokhacy author 
of Miraculous Moments at 11:00 
on Sat., Sept., 4. The author, a 
hospice nurse, shares the wisdom 
she has gained from nearly twenty 
years of working with the dying 
and bereaved.  Free.  Reservations 
are helpful.

• Four Entertaining and Tal-
ented Mystery Writers at 11 a.m. 
on Fri., Sept. 10.  Penny Warner 
author of over 50 books, celebra-
tion of her newest in the Party 
Planning Mystery Series- How 
to Crash a Killer Bash.  Margaret 
Grace (that’s a pen name for Ca-
mille Minichino) - author of the 
miniature mysteries.  The newest 
is Monster in Miniature. Hailey 
Lind has a new book in the Art 
Lover’s Mystery Series - Arsenic 
and Old Paint.  As Juliet Blackwell, 

Hailey writes the Witchcraft Series 
which is set in the Haight in San 
Francisco. The newest in that is a 
Cast off Coven.  Simon Wood is 
a compulsive writer - his newest 
book is Terminated. He’s also a 
licensed private pilot and I hold 
UK and US licenses, used to race 
single-seater racecars in England, 
plays football (soccer, if you’re 
American), and loves to travel. 

He’s hiked, bused, and railroaded 
through Thailand, rafted, surfed 
and rode horses through Costa 
Rica, hiked, biked, kayaked and 
fell off mountains in New Zealand, 
and skied in Europe and the US.  
Free.  Reservations are helpful. 
925-846-8826 or email 

Towne Center Books, 555 Main 
Street, Pleasanton; information at  
846-8826 or  townecenterbooks.
com.

GUITAR
(continued from front page)

David Wu

Annual Recital Features Pianist

Jazz Ensemble to Perform at 
Pleasanton Library

Melanie O'Reilly part of Jazz 
Ensemble.

Towne Center Offers Book Programs
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The California Writers Club–
Tri-Valley Branch offers writers 
of all genres and experience levels 
the opportunity to learn about 
their craft and share their work.  
The next meeting is on Saturday, 
September 18, from 11:30 am to 
2:00 p.m. at Oasis Grille, 780 Main 
Street, Pleasanton.  

Ransom Stephens, Ph.D.., has 
written what the SF Chronicle 
has called “the first debut novel to 
emerge from the new paradigm of 
online publishing . . . an ambitious 
first novel that sings of the heart 
and the scientific method as two 
parts of the same song,” The God 
Patent (Numina Press, www.The-

A delegation of 30 ambassadors from Pleasanton Sister City, 
Tulancingo, Mexico will be in Pleasanton for their annual visit from 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, through Sunday, Sept 26.  Friday evening 
the new Firehouse Arts Center  will be hosting the visitors with an 
“American Concert.”  The Sister City Association has many events 
planned, some of which will be open for community participation.  
Those with an interest in taking part in activities, are asked to 
please contact Mike Terkelson at 925-846-6463 or Alice Pryor at 
925-462-5786 for more specific information and prices.
 

October is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. The Tri-Valley 
Haven invites all Tri-Valley area 
students to help raise awareness 
through participating in our 14th 
Annual Student Art Contest.  “Art 
transcends all boundaries. It speaks 
to your heart and engages your 
mind,”  says Darlene Apodaca, 
Prevention Educator for the Tri-
Valley Haven. This year’s theme 
is Changing the world + Respect 
= LOVE. 

“We want to encourage youth 
of all ages and levels of experience 
to participate in raising awareness 
about Healthy Relationships.”  

Art work must be original, 

The "Bow Tie Cats" quilt is one of the items that has been donated 
for the silent auction at the Valley Humane Society’s “The Great 
Catsby Casino Night” fund-raiser on Sept. 11. This kitty quilt was 
created by Pleasanton’s multi-talented “Quilt Fairy,” Margaret 
Misegades. It is 61.5-inches square and would be perfect as either 
a cozy lap quilt or wall hanging (there’s a sleeve on the back to 
run a rod through). The 6 p.m. event will take place at the home of 
Becky and Murray Dennis, 838 Gray Fox Circle, Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $65 and include a catered buffet dinner, two drink tickets, valet 
parking and gambling chips for the casino games.  Non-refundable 
tickets can be purchased online (Visa and MasterCard accepted) at 
www.valleyhumane.org, or at Valley Humane Society, 3670 Nevada 
Street, Pleasanton. All participants must be 21 years or older.  For 
information, call Valley Humane Society at (925) 426-8656.  The 
Great Catsby will also feature the Tri-Valley Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 
Tournament, with a separate buy-in required.  Tickets for the event 
that include the poker tournament buy-in are $100. For details about 
the poker tournament, call Phil Vermont at (925) 460-3700.  
 

GodPatent.com) is the story of a 
laid-off engineer trying to rebuild a 
ruined life. Along the way he finds 
hope and despair, faith and science. 
The God Patent examines the 
battle between science and religion 
and concludes with an adolescent 
math prodigy’s discovery of the 
nature of the human soul.

On September 18, Dr. Stephens 
will present The God Patent, open-
ing with his characters and their 
story, then turning to the unique 
way his book came to print. He will 
share his strategy and tactics, plus 
a few important secrets for how to 
succeed with your own story.

The meeting cost is $21 for 
members and $27 for nonmem-
bers, including lunch.  Anyone 
curious about the group is invited 
to attend with no obligation to 
join. Reservations are required.  To 
make a reservation for September 
18, contact Fred Norman at Fnor-
man300@aol.com or 925-462-
7495 by Wednesday, September 
15.  For more information on the 
California Writers Club–Tri-Val-
ley Branch, contact Violet Moore 
at 925-960-9834 or vimoore@
sbcglobal.net or visit www.trival-
leywriters.org.   

 

may use up to four colors and 
must not be larger than 14X14 
inches.  Deadline for submissions 
is September 15th 2010. The win-
ner receives $100 cash prize and 
their piece will be featured on 
the t-shirt for Tri-Valley Haven’s 
Pace for Peace 5K walk/run.  
The Pace for Peace 5K walk/run 
will take place at our 3rd An-
nual Panama Red Coffee Company 
Block Party benefiting Tri-Valley 
Haven on Saturday, October 2, 
2010 and begins at 8am on K 
Street, between First and Second 
Streets, in Downtown Livermore! 
Admission is FREE to the Pana-
ma Red Coffee Co. Block Party 

– attractions include: children’s 
games, crafts, and activities, live 
bands, an auction, great barbecue 
food, Beer by 1st Street Ale House, 
and downtown shops!  

Now in its fourth decade of 
service Tri-Valley Haven provides 
vitals shelter and support services 
to victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault and homelessness.  
The Haven also provides com-
prehensive violence prevention 
education and counseling.  

For more information about the 
Haven please visit www.trivalley-
haven.org or call (925) 449-5842.

 

Photographer David Stark Wil-
son will present a nature slide 
show at the Pleasanton Library at 
2 p.m. on Sun., Sept. 12. His topic 
is “Above All: Mount Whitney + 
Calilfornia’s Highest Peaks.”

California’s “Fourteeners”—
Mount Whitney, Mount Shasta, 
and the loftiest peaks of the High 
Sierra—have long teased the 
imaginations and challenged the 
fortitude of mountaineers.

Photographer and mountain-
eer David Stark Wilson captures 
the treacherous beauty of these 
summits and the surrounding 
panorama, evoking a broad range 
of emotion. Steve Roper, a well-
known climber and historian, pro-
vides accompanying text. Together 
Wilson and Roper weave a tapestry 
of windswept splendor, historical 
data, personal anecdote, climbing 
mythology, and the natural history 
of California’s highest peaks.

David Stark Wilson, born in 
Berkeley, California, is an award-
winning building designer and has 
been a photographer since the age 
of seventeen. He is the author of 
Structures of Utility, published by 
Heyday in 2003. An avid moun-

taineer, he began to photograph 
mountain landscapes at an early 
age. He lives in Berkeley with his 
wife, Stacia Cronin, and children, 
Chase and Kai.

Towne Center Books will sell 
Above All at the event. For pre-

sale call 846-8826.
The program is free and open to 

all. No registration required. The 
Pleasanton Library is located at 
400 Old Bernal Ave., Pleasanton.

For more information, call 
Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

Photographer Presents Program in Pleasanton

Art Contest Open to Students

Writers Club Offers Programs
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The 11th Annual Eugene 
O’Neill Festival is set for Sep-
tember. 

The Eugene O’Neill Founda-
tion, Tao House, in partnership 
with the National Park Service, 
is staging more than two dozen 
events during this year’s festival. 
The three week exploration of 
“The Birth of Expressionism” in 
the arts is anchored by O’Neill’s 
play, “The Hairy Ape.” Director 
Eric Fraisher Hayes will bring this 
play to life with a professional cast 
of actors, in partnership with The 
Role Players Ensemble, at The 
Village Theatre.

The September 11th perfor-
mance of the play is part of a 
reception, including refreshments 
and an after-hours performance of 
a Kurt Weill Cabaret.

The rest of the festival includes 
performances and talks captur-
ing the variety of the worldwide 
Expressionist movement. Music, 
art, and film are all represented. 
Danville artist, Bill Carmel, has 

The Pacific Chamber Sym-
phony 2010-2011 season  will offer 
programs ranging from the world 
premiere of a work by a contem-
porary composer to the beloved 
Handel’s Messiah.  All productions 
will feature world-class soloists. 

Concert dates are: September 
24 (Beethoven and Schubert), De-
cember 3 (The Messiah), February 
25 (Vivaldi and Tschaikovsky), 
and May 20 (Beethoven and Saint-
Saens). 

All concerts are on Fridays at 
8pm at the Bankhead Theater in 

Livermore. Tickets are available 
at the Bankhead Theater box office 
by phone at 925-373-6800 or on 
the web at http://www.livermore-
performingarts.org/calendar.asp. 
Season tickets are offered at a 10% 
discount.

The season opens in September 
with renowned pianist Joseph Ka-
lichstein playing the Beethoven 2nd 
Piano Concerto. Then, in Decem-
ber, the orchestra will once again 
present Handel’s masterpiece, the 
Messiah. The Messiah will feature 
internationally known soloists and 

a larger chorus under the direction 
of Las Positas choral conductor 
Robert Lappa. 

In February Hollywood’s fa-
vorite flautist Sheridon Stokes will 
return to be featured in a program 
of works for flute and orchestra, 
including the premiere of a new 
work by Los Angeles composer 
Christopher Caliendo.

The season concludes with Bo-
livia born violinist Jaime Laredo 
and the Beethoven Violin Con-
certo.  Mr. Laredo is currently the 

Music Director and Conductor for 
the Vermont Symphony Orchestra. 
Other works in this rich and varied 
season include Tchaikovsky’s Ser-
enade for Strings, the Saint-Saens 
Second Symphony, and Schubert’s 
Symphony Number 5.

The Pacific Chamber Sympho-
ny (PCS) is composed of profes-
sional musicians from throughout 
the Bay Area.  It was founded over 
20 years ago by its exquisitely 
talented conductor and musical 
director, Lawrence Kohl. 

The orchestra combines the 
precision of a small ensemble 
with surprising dynamic range and 
power.  PCS is notable for innova-
tive and insightful interpretations 
of music of all eras.

The Pacific Chamber Sympho-
ny performs regularly in Livermore 
Lafayette, Antioch, San Francisco, 
and Napa.  The orchestra has 
recently been designated a “resi-
dent company” by the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center 
(LVPAC).  

 

created a painting inspired by The 
Hairy Ape, prints of which will 
be available for art collectors. 
The Danville Community Band 
will perform on the Town Green. 
Vice-Mayor, Karen Stepper, will 
lead walking tours of the historic 
downtown.

Details of all of the events and 
ticket information can be found 
by phoning 925-820-1818 or go 
to www.eugeneoneill.org.

The schedule is as follows:
Gala reception, Village Theatre, 

233 Front St., Danville, Sept. 11. 
Includes wine and hors d’oeuvres, 
performance of “The Hairy Ape,” 
and after-hours Kurt Weill Cabaret. 
Ticket price: $100

“The Hairy Ape” by Eugene 
O’Neill was written by O’Neill 
at the height of the worldwide 
Expressionist movement. It tells 
the story of a brawny working man 
who is caught between two worlds 
and the crisis that is precipitated 
when he intrigues the pampered 
daughter of an industrial tycoon. 

Performances at the Village The-
atre, Danville in partnership with 
The Role Players, 8 p.m. (Sundays 
at 2 p.m.)  September 10, 11, 12, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25. Tickets 
are $30.

“Kurt Weill Cabaret,” theatrical 
concert of the best of Kurt Weill, 
whose mastery of the expressionist 
style enraged the Nazi censors. In 
America he adapted the form and 
composed many popular musicals 
and films with the best lyricists. 
Village Theatre, 9:45 p.m. on Sept. 
11. Admission included in the Gala 
above. Additional performances at  
Father Nature’s Restaurant, 172 
East Prospect, 9:45 PM, September 
18, 25. Cover charge: $10, food 
and libations available

Art Exhibit: “Expressionism in 
Art” curated by Claudia W. Hess, 
Worthington Gallery West. Pre-
sentation 1 PM, Sept. 11, Village 
Theatre, 233 Front Street, Sept. 
10-25. Admission free. 

Festival Theme Presentation: 
“Eugene O’Neill - The Experi-
mental Years” by Dan Cawthon. 
Following the success of Beyond 
the Horizon in 1920, O’Neill 
joined critic Kenneth Macgowan 
and designer Robert Edmond 
Jones (known as the “Triumvi-
rate”) to create The Experimental 
Theatre. They sought to penetrate 
the psychological, emotional, and 

spiritual forces that shape human 
behavior - to stage what lies “be-
hind life”. An exploration, through 
lecture and video, of the influence 
of expressionism on O’Neill’s ex-
perimental plays. Village Theatre, 
10:30 AM, September 11. Admis-
sion free.

“Expressionism in Film” pre-
sented by Dan Leopard, St. Mary’s 
College. This talk will survey the 
films and directors most commonly 
associated with German expres-
sionism and will follow the style as 
it moves to Hollywood along with 
the directors who fled the rise of 
the Nazis. The influence of expres-
sionism crisscrosses the history of 
the cinema in genres as varied as 
science fiction, melodrama, crime 
and horror. Village Theatre, 10:30 
AM; Film (TBA) at 1:30, Sept. 18. 
Free admission. 

“O’Neill’s Expansion of the 
American Theatre” presented 
by Eric Fraisher Hayes, Festi-
val Mainstage Director. Actors 
will demonstrate and discuss the 
techniques and images that were 
presented on the American stage 
in the 1920s. Danville Library, 400 
Front Street, Mt. Diablo Room, 
7:00 PM, Sept. 21, free admission, 
first-come, first-seated. Sponsored 
by The Friends of the Danville 
Library.

Piano Concert/Lecture: “Ex-

pressionism in Music” by Lino 
Rivera, St. Mary’s College. Draw-
ing on Freud’s theory of the uncon-
scious, expressionist composers 
such as Arnold Schoenberg and 
Anton Webern sought to express, 
through dissonance and atonality, 
the dark, sometimes harrowing 
experiences that constitute their 
inner lives. Lino Rivera will dem-
onstrate the movement’s chief 
characteristics through lecture and 
performance of selected works. 
Village Theatre, 10:30 AM, Sept. 
25. Free admission. 

Band Concert, Danville Com-
munity Band on the Town Green, 
Danville, 1:30 PM, September 25, 
free admission. 

Walking Tour of Historic Dan-
ville, starting in  front of The 
Museum of the San Ramon Valley, 
205 Railroad Ave, 10 a.m. Sept. 
11 and start in front of the Village 
Theatre, 233 Front St., Sept. 17, 
6:!5 p.m. $3 per person, payable 
at the start. 

 

Soloists Highlight Pacific Chamber Symphony Season

The Third Annual Panama Red 
Coffee Company Block Party, 
benefiting Tri-Valley Haven, will 
take place on Saturday, October 
2, 2010 from 11 am – 4 pm on K 
Street, between First and Second 
Streets, in Downtown Livermore. 
Admission is free.

Attractions include  children’s 
games, crafts, and activities, live 
bands, an auction, great barbecue 
food, Beer by 1st Street Alehouse, 
and downtown shops. The Pace 
for Peace, a fun 5K Walk/ Run, 
begins at 8 am. 

Local merchants on K Street 

and throughout Downtown Liver-
more sell their unique products at 
the Panama Red Coffee Co. Block 
Party and help raise funds to end 
domestic violence in the Tri-Val-
ley. All block party proceeds will 
benefit Tri-Valley Haven services 
and shelter for victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault and pov-
erty here in the Tri-Valley. 

For more information about 
becoming a vender at the block 
party or how to help, please con-
tact Christine at (925) 667-2707 or 
Christine@trivalleyhaven.org. 

Block Party Benefits Haven

O'Neill Festival Offers Variety of Programs
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by Laura Ness
Summer has been like a series 

of waves, cascading over us like a 
relentless ocean that cannot make 
up her mind whether she wants to 
be hot or cold. It’s been a season 
of reckonings and consternation,  
of bewilderment and anticipation. 
With each passing heat wave,  hope 
returns that all the fruit, even the 
Mourvedre and the Petite Sirah, 
will actually ripen before Thanks-
giving. Or before the first rains of 
fall. Already, I see maples turning 
in the woods where I live. Yet, 
there is sure to be some Indian 
Summer left in store before the 

apples become cider in the mill 
and the Cabernet makes is way 
into barrel.

Meanwhile, as we count the 
days to harvest, there is much to 
do this coming weekend, that tra-
ditional adieu to summer holiday 
we call Labor Day Weekend. True, 
most of the kids have already gone 
back to school, and football has 
already started with such urgency, 
that to announce the end of sum-
mer seems anticlimatic,  if not 
downright ludicrous. There seems 
to be an air of resignation that the 
calendar has once again conspired 
to rob us of the summer we almost 

never had. 
Regardless of the weather, and 

it’s supposed to be exceedingly 
pleasant, instead of searing, this 
weekend has so much merriment 
in store,  it’s sure to shake the blues 
out of your bonnet and get you 
smiling with appreciation for the 
bennies of living in wine country.

First off, there’s the 29th An-
nual Harvest Wine Celebration on 
Sunday & Monday of Labor Day 
Weekend. Participating winer-
ies will be open to ticket holders 
only.

SUNDAY:  September 5, 2010 
(12-5 pm) 

Hop aboard one of the com-
plimentary shuttle buses, visit 
numerous wineries, enjoy musical 
entertainment and celebrate the 
Harvest!  Guests may also choose 
to drive themselves, bike, or book 
their own transportation.  During 
this fun-filled day at the wineries, 
guests will enjoy complimentary 
wines (at least 2 varietals), music, 
arts & craft vendors, food vendors, 
special wine discounts and more.

MONDAY:  September 6, 2010 
(12-5 pm) 

Monday features a more inti-
mate affair at the wineries, as each 
winery will offer a unique experi-

ence and activity.  In addition to 
complimentary wine tasting and 
vendors, each winery will offer 
a special activity allowing guests 
to tailor their experiences towards 
their interests!  Activities may 
include:  wine & food pairings, 
meet the winemaker discussions, 
bottle your own wines, vineyard 
tours, barrel sampling, cooking 
demonstrations, bottle signing, 
winemaking seminars, and more.

PARTICIPATING WINER-
IES:

Wineries hosting Harvest Wine 
Celebration festivities at their tast-
ing room locations are as follows: 

Love’s Labours Are Not Lost In The Vineyards
What to Do in Livermore on Labor Day Weekend 
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Bent Creek Winery, Big White 
House & John Evan Cellars, Bode-
gas Aguirre Winery, Cedar Moun-
tain Winery, Charles R Vineyards, 
Chouinard Vineyards, Concannon 
Vineyard, Crooked Vine Winery, 
Cuda Ridge Wines, Darcie Kent 
Vineyards, Deer  Ridge Vineyards, 
Eagle Ridge Vineyard, Eckert 
Estate Winery, Fenestra Winery,   
Garré Vineyard & Winery, La 
Rochelle Winery, Las Positas Vine-
yards, Longevity Wines, McGrail 
Vineyards and Winery, Mitchell 
Katz Winery, Ruby Hill Winery, 
Ryhan Estate Vineyards, Stony 
Ridge Winery, Tamás Estates, The 
Singing Winemaker, The Steven 
Kent Winery, Thomas Coyne Win-
ery, Wente Vineyards Estate Tast-
ing Room, White Crane Winery, 
Wood Family Vineyards.

Wineries hosting Harvest Cel-
ebration festivities at Concannon 
Vineyard: Hidden Creek Wines, 
Lavish Laines Winery, Page Mill 
Winery, Rodrigue Molyneux Win-
ery; ; Music: Dan Taylor, Sunday; 
Duarte, Monday; Food: Barbara 
Llewellyn Catering

Wineries hosting Harvest 
Celebration festivities at Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery: El Sol 
Winery, Elliston Vineyards, Les  
Chênes Estate Vineyards, Little 
Valley Winery, Murrieta's Well, 
Nottingham Cellars, and Occasio 
Winery; Music: Georgi and the 
Rough Week, Sunday; The Front 
Porch Band, Monday.; Food: 
Wente Catering

2-Day Ticket $55 advance/ $65 
day of event (good for both days)

Sunday Only Ticket $45 ad-
vance / $50 day of event (includes: 
winery entrance, wine tasting, 
glass, shuttle service, entertain-
ment, and wine discounts)

Monday Only Ticket $40 ad-
vance / $45 day of event (includes: 
winery entrance, wine tasting, 
glass, winery activities, and wine 
discounts)

Non-Drinking/Designated 
Ticket $10 (good for both days) 
- available day of event only. This 
is an adult event.  Children are 
discouraged to attend.  Pets are 
not allowed.

Tickets are available at: Par-
ticipating wineries, www.LVwine.
org, First Street Wine Company 
in Livermore, The Wine Steward 
in Pleasanton, and at Bay Area 
Safeway Stores.

Beyond the Festival: John 
Christopher Cellars, Retzlaff and 
White Crane

There’s more! While you’re out 
enjoying the weather,  be sure to 

ABC Music  is offering after-
school band and choir programs.

The  band program is open to 
all 4th and 5th graders. The choir 
accepts students ages 6 to 18. All 
instruction will be held at the Both-
well Arts Center located at 2466 8th 
Street in Livermore. 

An information and registration 
night will be held Thurs., Sept. 
9 at 7 p.m. Classes begin Tues., 
Sept. 21. 

The information night offers an 
opportunity to meet instructors, 
ask questions and evaluate the 
programs. Every child will be able 
to try out various band instruments 
in order to decide his or her prefer-
ence.   The Choir presentation will 
include a performance, the choir’s 
history, and this year’s goals in 
Livermore.  Sign-ups will be ac-
cepted that night for both band and 
choir, as well as over the following 
week (at ABC Music) to give ample 
time for parents to think about the 
details and commitments involved 
for the school year.  

Band classes will be held after-
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
throughout the year with the first 
class starting Sept. 21.  Late sign-
ups will be accepted if room is 
available.  The first eight weeks are 
an ensemble format:  like-instru-
ments will be grouped and taught 
by staff.  Starting the ninth week, 
the bands will form into one or 

stop at Blacksmith Square and visit 
John Christopher Cellars, as they 
celebrate the 2010 harvest in their 
way. They are open Saturday and 
Sunday, from noon til 6pm, with 
LIVE music, great food and their 
award-winning JCC wine. Bands 
include Stones Throw on Saturday 
and Hwy 4 on Sunday starting each 
day at 3:00 PM. Great tri-tip and 
other gourmet sandwiches avail-
able for purchase. Original art and 
jewelry will be on display from 
several local artists. Wine specials 
including 4 and 6 pack specials on 
popular JCC wine. Grab a bottle 
of JCC wine and head out to the 
courtyard for an afternoon of great 
entertainment! 

There is no charge to attend this 
event, and music is complimentary. 
Please, no outside alcohol or food. 
Blacksmith Square is at Corner of 
Railroad and Livermore Avenues.  
(925) 456-WINE (9463); www.
johnchristophercellars.com

Retzlaff Winery Invites You to 
Their Piece of Paradise Under the 
Pepper Trees

Retzlaff will be open all three 
days,  with live music on Sunday 
and Monday.  Visitors are wel-
come without admission fee or 
arm bands. Browse their unique 
collection of vendors on Sunday.  
Picnickers are welcome. They 
will be pouring two wines for 
free and the standard $5.00 tast-
ing fee for the full flight of nine 
wines.  Enjoy barrel tasting for an 
additional $5.00.  Make sure you 
check out the very special wine 
called “Gloria’s Pride and Joy,” 
which will be offered in the tast-
ing room.  2008 Gloria’s Pride and 
Joy is a blend of 30% Merlot and 
70% Cabernet,  barrel-aged for 18 
months.  This was Gloria’s favorite 
blend and Retzlaff’s flagship wine.  
The label shows a picture of Gloria 
holding their first bottling of Dry 
Grey Riesling: that’s the monster 
vine that still graces the east side 
of the tasting room and winery 
building. 

White Crane Hosts “Guitars 
Not Guns” Event on Monday, 
noon to 4pm

White Crane Winery is donat-
ing their wedding arbor and lawn 
area to Guitars not Guns, a non-
profit organization with chapters 
throughout the US and Canada. 
Spokesperson Barbara Gorin says 
the 10-year old program aims to 
get kids into music and guitars 
and away from guns and violence.  
Barbara says the 8-week program 
is open to kids from 8 to 18, and 
runs one hour per week. They 
have classes slated for Antioch and 

Pittsburgh. See guitarsnotguns.
org for more info. Great t-shirts, 
including cute chicks shirts, as well 
as ball caps and bumper  stickers 
with the Guitars Not Guns logo 
will be available for sale, with all 
proceeds going to the program. 
Also available will be volume 
2 of a CD called ÒMusic Lives 
Here,Ó a compilation of original 
songs by 12 Bay Area high school 
bands, done by Red Health Studio 
in Walnut Creek.

Gorin says that they’ve had 
major sponsorships from compa-
nies like Gibson, who also donated 
guitars that have been autographed  
by rock stars like Anne and Nancy 
Wilson of Heart.  She put that one 
up on an international auction on 
e-Bay, raising $3500 for the pro-
gram: the guitar went to local man 
Steve Skinner, a lieutenant with the 
Walnut Creek Police Department. 
An addition to guitars donated 
by Gibson, there is also a perfect 
Òkid-sizedÓ guitar donated by a 
young man who outgrew it: kids 
will be able to give it a whirl. 

This Monday afternoon pro-
gram at White Crane Winery is a 
service to the community, and is 
offered free of charge.  Bring the 
teens in your posse to the winery 
for a complimentary guitar lesson 
demonstration, as well as live mu-
sic and prize drawings. Gorin en-
courages anyone who plays guitar 
that has an interest in sharing their 
passion to contact her regarding 
opportunities as volunteer instruc-
tors. She can be reached at guitars-
notgunsbarbara@gmail.com

Highlights of 29th Harvest Cel-
ebration

Bent Creek has Meritage play-
ing both days, with food by Cabana 
Dave’s. 

Adopt a rescue dog at Big 
White House & John Evan, or 
pick up an indulgent dessert cook-
book by author Jennie Schacht on 
Monday. 

If you love port, head to Cedar 
Mountain, where they’ll also have 
Tulula’s Baked Bliss cupcakes. 
Count the corks at Charles R and 
win a prize! Rock out to Hurricane 
on Monday, and nibble on goodies 
by Blue Sage while you browse 
the extensive arts& crafts collec-
tion. Cuda Ridge lights it up with 
The Catfish Boys on Sunday, and 
Roger Kardinal, local folk singer, 
on Monday, along with a Bordeaux 
blending session with Larry. 

Garre holds a cooking demo 
at 2pm on Monday with Chef Ty 
Turner, plus BBQ oysters, jerk 
chicken skewers, Texas style ribs 

and cowboy beans, and Cuban 
Sangria, for purchase. 

Bacchus Brothers play at La 
Rochelle on Sunday, where they’ll 
debut their 2008 Harvest Blend 
red,  Fratello, along with Cabernet 
and Cheese pairings for $5. Meet 
the winemakers both days.

McGrail’s music is Mud Daddy 
on Sunday and Bacchus Brothers 
on Monday, along with 25% off 
case purchases. Mitchell Katz has 
tri-tip and pork BBQ sandwiches 
for purchase with a complimentary 
glass of wine. Indulge in Artisan 
marshmallows while tapping to 
Ashling Cole band on Sunday 
and Pulse rock band on Monday. 
6-packs of Chardonnay, $49,  and 
cases of Petite Sirah, $120. 

Ruby Hill will offer barrel 
tasting with winemaker Chris 

Graves on Monday, and a bottle 
of sparkling for $1 with each case 
of wine purchased. The Singing 
Winemaker has port in chocolate 
cups for $1, loads of fun gift items 
and wine specials. Cool off with 
a Pinot Grigio frappe at Tamas 
Estates, where they’ll also have a 
sale on Sangiovese.

Rock out to Patty & Abigail on 
Sunday and Megan Slankard plus 
The Mundaze on Monday, only 
at Wood Family. Did we mention 
the food? Chef’s Touch Catering 
will have their famous oak smoked 
tri-tip sandwiches, chicken caesar 
salad and fruit available for pur-
chase. Live bands both days will 
get you rockin’ with the Woods! 
My Sister’s Jewelry by Terry 
Funke will be there along with 
Live For More Fudge.

more concert bands. The Concert 
Bands will perform a Winter and 
Spring concert and other events as 
opportunities are presented.  

Band is a full-year (school year) 
program.  Participation in the Band 
Programs is a 9 month commit-
ment.   Registration fee is $25. The 
tuition fee is $612, paid monthly at 
$68. The fee includes instrumental 
rental and book. There is a discount 
for students using their own instru-
ments or if tuition is paid in-full at 
registration. 

There are no audition require-
ments  to join VOENA, the choir. 
Any child between the ages of 6 
and 18 is eligible to join.  College 
prep theory, multi-lingual reper-
toire, and performance technique 
will be taught in each semester. 
VOENA will rehearse once-a-week 
on Wednesdays from  3:30pm to 
4:15pm.   VOENA will perform 
during the Winter holiday season 
and in the spring and for other 
events as opportunities are pre-
sented. The winter semester starts 
Sept 22, 2010 and ends December 
15, 2010.  The 2011 semester 
begins January 12, 2011 and ends 
June 1, 2011. The registration fee 
is $45; school year tuition is two 
payments of $375 or one payment 
of $700 at registration. 

Information at 2156 First Street, 
Livermore, or call 925-443-1244

 

Band, Choir Programs Offered at 
Bothwell Arts Center
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Call to artists, The 9th Annual ArtWalk 

Livermore, set for October 9, 2010, is a 
cross between an art tour and a festival 
that draws thousands to the downtown 
to explore art exhibits and displays, and 
enjoy a full day of excellent music. The 
ArtWalk Livermore benefits the Bothwell 
Arts Center, which provides affordable 
space to those in the performing and visual 
arts. Project of Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center, along with the Bankhead 
Theater in downtown Livermore. See 
www.artwalklivermore.org. For info, 
contact artwalkartists@hotmail.com.

Call for artists, Fine Art Exhibition Oc-
tober 22 & 23 in the Center Court at the 
Stoneridge Mall in Pleasanton. Presented 
by Poetry On Canvas, sought are a handful 
of Unique Artists in Painting, Sculpting 
and Glass Work. Submit a sample of your 
work to PoetryOnCanvas@mac.com.

Artist Reception for local Pleasanton 
artist Rob Tomlinson (www.robtom-
linsonart.com). Saturday, Sept 18, noon 
to 5 p.m. Complimentary wine and hors 
d'oeuvres at Serenity Stoneworks, 252 
Main Street, Pleasanton.

The Wild Vine,  Taylor Common is the 
featured artist through September. Taylor's 
acrylic paintings draw the viewer in with 
colorful images and intend to generate 
an emotion, whether good or bad. "I 
want people to rethink what they see 
as beautiful, to see beauty in perhaps 
something that you have not considered 
before." Taylor received the 2010 PAL 
$1000 scholarship award in recognition 
of her art and in support of her continued 
art practice.  The Wild Vine is located at 
2187 First St., Livermore.

Artist Diane Rodriguez is celebrating 
twenty years of painting trains, as she 
shows her collection at the Wente Vine-
yards Estate Winery Tasting Room. The 
public is invited to an artist’s reception 
Sunday, September 12 from 1-3 pm. The 
paintings will be on display and for sale 
from September 1 to September 29. Her 
husband Stephen will also have a toy train 
display in conjunction with the paintings. 
The Wente tasting room is located at 5565 
Tesla Road, Livermore. It is open daily 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm.

Pleasanton Art League and Museum on 
Main present their fourth art exhibit: Imag-
ination Expressed 2010. Open through 
October 17, 2010. The show will feature 
the work of 35 PAL members. Included 
in the show will be two-dimensional 
paintings, photographs and tapestries; 
and three-dimensional baskets, ceramics, 
fused glass, jewelry and porcelain. The 
Museum is open Wednesday through 
Saturday, 11 AM - 4 PM, and Sunday 1 
- 4 PM. Pleasanton's Museum on Main is 
located at 603 Main Street, Pleasanton. 
Participating artists include: Charlotte 
Severin, Pat Smith, Linda Sailors, Pushpa 
Dalal, Carole Hilton, Gail Ruvalcaba, 
Norma Webb and Eugenia Zobel.

Deer Ridge Vineyards & Art Gallery 
Celebrates its 3rd Anniversary during this 
year’s Harvest Wine Celebration Weekend 
and Features New Art Exhibition honoring 
vineyard landscapes with “Wine Country 
Views.” Paintings are by artists, Margery 
Ammon and Nova Starling. The exhibit 
will be on view Aug. 7 to Oct. 1. Reception 
for artists with live entertainment Sat., 
Sept. 18, 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Open to the 
public. Deer Ridge Vineyards, 1828 Wet-
more Rd., Livermore. 1-866-561-0838. 
www.DeerRidgeVineyards.com

Pleasanton Art League, inaugural show at 
Firehouse Arts Center will feature work 
by local artists, Sept. 17-Oct. 2. 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.

Art in Carnegie Park, Sept. 18, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Livermore Art Association. Work by 
local artists on display and for purchase. 
Music, art demonstrations, etc. Free ad-
mission. 2155 Third St., Livermore. 

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Livermore Art Association and Pleas-

anton Art League Potluck and Social, 
Sept. 13, 7 p.m. Charles R Vineyards, 
8195 Crane Ridge Road, Livermore. 
Some wine will be provided at no charge, 
and you may purchase additional wine 
as well. Information and reservations: 
925-371-7777.

Karen Frey Watercolor Workshop, Oct. 
20-22, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, Pleasanton. Presented in conjunc-
tion with the National Watercolor Society 
exhibit. Deposit of $100 due by July 1. 
The fee for this workshop is $295. Space is 
limited to 16 people. Phone 925-449-4226 
or e-mail lsbeach@comcast.net.

Alexander’s Fine Art Gallery, series of 
summer and fall art workshops. Instruc-
tion will be in acrylic, oil, pastel and 
watercolor. Classes will be held at the 608 
Main Street. Visit www.alexandersfineart.
com for complete workshop informa-
tion, or call Rosalinda Herrera at (925) 
846-6015.

Art Critique and Coffee, every Friday, 
10 a.m. at Border's Cafe, Rose Pavilion, 
Pleasanton. For information poetryoncan-
bas@mac.com.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Wente Wednesdays, Every Wednesday 

5pm - 8 p.m. relax with friends and 
family on the newly renovated Estate 
winery grounds. Every Wednesday 
evening through September, enjoy live 
music with a glass of your favorite Wente 
Vineyards wine. Light snacks available for 
purchase, or bring your own picnic. Estate 
Winery Tasting Room, 5565 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore., Information at 925.456.2305, 
www.wentevineyards.com

Music Day of Discovery Festival Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery Labor Day 
Saturday, Sept. 4.  One Eskimo will be 
headlining the festival. Day of music, 
food, wine and sunshine at the Estate 
Winery featuring 18 local Bay Area 
bands performing on three different stages 
throughout the day. Food, beer and wine 
available for purchase. Doors open at 
noon, music plays from 1 - 10 pm. $35 
at the door, $29 in advance. Call 925-
456-2424 to purchase tickets. Kids 12 
and under are admitted free. Food, wine 
and beer will be available for purchase. 
Parking is free. Carpooling is encouraged.  
The Estate Winery is located at 5565 Tesla 
Rd., Livermore.

29th Annual Harvest Wine Celebra-
tion - Labor Day Weekend (Sunday & 
Monday), Sept. 5 and 6. Noon to 4 p.m. 
Tickets and information at www.lvwine.
org. Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association.

Nottingham Cellars, 2245C South Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. End of summer art and 
wine meltdown, Sept. 18 and 19, noon to 
5 p.m. Featuring local artists, musicians 
and restaurants. For information, call 
925.294.8647, nottinghamcellars.com.

Harvest Tour & Tasting, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sept. 18 and Sept. 25.  Rare behind 
the scenes tour and tasting during the 
upcoming 2009 harvest. Learn how 
Wente Vineyards produces world class 
wines.  See the processing first hand and 
sample some current vintages from our 
small lot winery. Reservations eequired 
$20 Public/$15 Wente Wine Club. Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery Tasting Room, 
5565 Tesla Rd, Livermore  925.456.2305  
. wentevineyards.com

MUSIC/CONCERTS
2010 Concert at Wente Vineyards,  Willie 

Nelson, Sept. 13; Don Henley, Sept. 20; 
Harry Connick, Jr., Sept. 21. Ticketmaster.
com or by calling the Wente Vineyards 
Box Office at 925.456.2424. Wente Vine-
yards, 5050 Arroyo Rd., Livermore.

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 pm. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

Faculty Recital, Las Positas College Per-
forming Arts Center, 8 p.m. Sept. 3. 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Performing 
Arts Events Line at 925.424.1100 or go 
to www.laspositascollege.edu/perform-
ingarts

12th annual recital co-sponsored by As-
bury United Methodist Church and the 
Alameda County East Branch of the 
Music Teachers’ Association of California 
(MTAC).  Saturday , September 11, at 
7:30 p.m. in Asbury’s sanctuary, 4743 
East Avenue in Livermore.  Children are 
especially welcome at this event. It will 
last about an hour. The pianist will be glad 
to sign programs and meet members of 
the audience after the performance. This 
year’s performer is Fremont resident 
David Wu will perform: Beethoven’s 
hauntingly beautiful and tempestuous 
“Appassionata” Sonata; Chopin’s Scherzo 
No. 4 in E major; Liszt’s Etude No. 3 (“Un 
sospiro”); and Prokofiev’s energetic Toc-
cata in d minor.  The recital is open to the 
public. There is no charge for admission. 
Refreshments will be served. For more 
information: (925) 443-2514

Guitar Player Live Superstars, Ronnie 
Montrose and Gary Hoey perform Fri., 
Sept. 17, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. In 1993 Gary Hoey 
launched his career with the hit song “Ho-
cus Pocus” and his fiery technique helped 
to send it to the Top 5 on Billboard’s charts. 
He then followed up with the soundtrack 
to the surf saga, Endless Summer II. 
Ronnie Montrose and Sammy Hagar 
formed their band Montrose in 1973. 
Montrose pioneered and influenced an 
entire generation of West Coast Rock 
and Roll by firing out big guitar riffs, the 
classics Rock Candy, Bad Motor Scooter, 
Rock the Nation and Space Station #5, 
and soulful dynamic vocals with extreme 
“attitude!” Performance will contain 
strong adult language, parental discretion 
is advised. $27/$38/$49 or $12 students, 
Livermore Valley Performing Arts Cen-
ter,  www.livermoreperformingarts.com 
or 373-6800.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, concert 
Fri., Sept. 24, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Program of 
Beethoven and Schubert works.  www.
livermoreperformingarts.com or 373-
6800.

Concerts on the Green, Summer Series, 
Tuesdays through Sept. 24. Music 5 to 8 
p.m. at the Livermore Valley Plaza in front 
of the Bankhead Theater. Hummingbirdz, 
high octane blues. No admission charge. 
Each week, two Livermore wineries 
featured; also beer selected by downtown 
bartenders. Non-alcoholic beverages will 
be available. Restaurants will offer food 
for purchase. The Livermore Downtown 
Inc. website lists the restaurants, wine 
shops and tasting rooms at www.liver-
moredowntown.com.

Blacksmith Square Saturday Concerts, 
Thomas Coyne Winery, John Christopher 
Cellars, Swirl Tapas Bar and Victorian 
Olive Oil present live music in the Square, 
3 to 6 p.m. Wine tasting (fee waived 
with purchase), food at menu prices. No 

outside food or adult beverages. Corner 
of South Livermore Ave. and Railroad 
Ave. downtown Livermore. 

Spencer Day, singer, songwriter, Fri., Sept. 
10, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org or 925-373-6800

Annual Piano Recital, Saturday, September 
11, 2010, 7:30 p.m. at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue, 
Livermore. Annual recital co-sponsored 
by the Alameda County East Branch of 
the Music Teachers’ Association of Cali-
fornia and Asbury. MTAC Young Artist 
Guild member David Wu will perform 
music of Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt and 
Prokofiev. No charge for admission; re-
freshments served. Further information: 
(925) 443-2514.

Caledon, Three Tenors of Scotland, 7 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 23, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

Earl Klugh – Guitarist – The Spice of Life, 
Friday, Sept. 24, 8 p.m., Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org.

Mose Allison – Composer/musician, Sat-
urday, Sept. 25, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org

Deolinda, Fado music (Portuguese folk 
song). Sat., Sept. 25, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

Evelyne Brancart, Chopin Piano Con-
cert with Evelyne Brancart, Sun., Sept. 
26, 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.fire-
housearts.org

Award-winning Classical Guitarist Peter 
Fletcher will be performing a diverse 
program of music from four centuries on 
Sun., Oct. 17 at the Livermore Library, 
1188 So. Livermore Avenue, 2 p.m. 
This concert will feature selections from 
Fletcher’s 2008 CD release on Tower Hill 
Records: Music of the Baroque. Other 
repertoire will include Jesu, Joy of Man’s 
Desiring from Cantata No. 147 as well as 
the Chaconne in D minor by J. S. Bach; 
Usher-Waltz, an unusual and intense piece 
by Russian guitarist and composer Nikita 
Koshkin; two works from Maurice Ravel’s 
exquisite Mother Goose Suite, and music 
of Weiss, Albeniz, Villa-Lobos Ponce, 
Reusner, and Grieg. Free and open to 
the public. Information at 373.5500 or 
www.livermore.lib.ca.us/ The program 
will culminate with Koyunbaba.

ON THE STAGE
Eugene O'Neill Festival, September 10-26. 

The theme of the Festival is "Expression-
ism" and will feature a professional, fully 
staged production of "The Hairy Ape.” 
www.eugeneoneill.org. Presented by Eu-
gene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House.

Leading Ladies, Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre's production of Ken Ludwig's 
hilarious comedy "Leading Ladies," 
directed by John Maio, will open on 
Friday, September 3 and run through 
Sunday, September 26. Show times are 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. There will also 
be two Thursday evening performances, 
on September 16 & 23, at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $24 for adults, $22 for seniors, and 
$15 for students. Group rates available. 
Douglas Morrisson Theatre, 22311 North 
Third Street, Hayward. www.dmtonline.
org. (510) 881-6777.

My Way, musical tribute to Frank Sinatra. 
Sept. 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, Oct. 1, 2, 3, 
8, 9, 10. Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
Studio Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Lane, 
Suite 309, Pleasanton. Call 462-2121 or 

go to www.trivalleyrep.com.
Senior Players present: “The Boarding-

house” Welcome to the Home Sweet 
Home Boardinghouse, where life is 
anything but normal. Miss Harriet runs 
a clean, cozy home occupied by a zany 
cast of boarders. It’s a comedy full of 
colorful characters and villains, and will 
have you laughing from beginning to 
end! Friday, October 1st 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., 
Saturday, October 2nd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m., 
Sunday, October 3rd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Advanced reservations $9R/$10NR at the 
door $10R/$11NR. Performances held at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center. For more 
information call 931-5365.

COMEDY
Comedy Uncorked, summer series hosted 

by Retzlaff Vineyards, benefitting the 
Open Heart Kitchen. Final show, Sept. 
18. Shows begin at 7:30 p.m., doors open 
at 6 p.m. Complete show details and 
tickets are at www.comedyuncorked.com. 
Performers include Joe Klocek, Michael 
Meehan, Norm Goldblatt, Sandy Stec, 
Johnny Steele, Will Durst, Debi Durst, 
Michael Bossier, Lynn Ruth Miller, Tim 
Babb, Will Franken, Anthony Hill, Fred 
Anderson, Aundre the Wonderwoman. 
Retzlaff Vineyards is located at 1356 
South Livermore Avenue in Livermore. 
Tickets at www.comedyuncorked.com.

DANCE
The Nutcracker, Livermore Ballet School 

performs the classic ballet each year. 
Those who would like to participate are 
invited to join the next session of training 
starting on Sept. 7. Costumes are provided. 
Admission is free; $20 program fee. To 
register by phone, call 373-5700; or go 
on line LARPD at www.larpd.dst. For 
more information, see the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District fall 
2010 brochure of classes.

All The Way Live USA Urban Dance 
Festival, Fri. and Sat., Sept. 10-11, Smith 
Center at Ohlone College Outdoor Amphi-
theatre, 43600 Mission Boulevard, Fre-
mont. Fri. 7:30 p.m. The Go-Go Brothers, 
Skeeter Rabbit  and Rock Steady Crew; 
Sat. noon workshops; dance competitoin 
at 3 p.m.  Hip Hop dancers showcase their 
skills in energetic performances during 
this two-day festival. Top B-Boys from 
around the country show off their skills 
and teach workshops while local crews 
will battle it out.  Kool Raul (aka “RJ” 
from Supreme Soul) DJs this event. 510) 
659-6031 Sergio@allthewaylive.tv. Ad-
vance Ticket Prices:  $10 Performance; 
$10 Dance Competition; $30 Workshops.  
www.smithcenter.com

Saturday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Saturday night from Salsa 
to Swing, includes an optional group 
dance lesson at 7:15. $15 cover charge, 
7:15 dance lesson, 8:00-10:30 for dance 
parties. It's All About Dancing, 171 So. 
Livermore Avenue, 925-449-9292, or 
studio@itsallaboutdancing.com.

 
AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Livermore's 2011 Regional Talent Com-

petition  is now accepting applications. 
Top winners in each of two categories 
- youth (17 and under) and adults (18 and 
over) - will each take home $2,500.  This 
competition will feature singers, dancers, 
bands, pianists, magicians, comedians and 
other types of performances. Aspiring 
performers from anywhere are invited 
to audition and compete. Information 
and applications for auditions are avail-
able at LivermoresTalentCompetition.
com.  Applications must be received by 
December 31, 2010.
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Cantabella Fall 2010 Registration, Canta-
bella Children’s Chorus has been teaching 
fine vocal production and music literacy 
through great choral works to children 
in grades K-12 since 1992. Cantabella 
staff are now preparing for the Fall 2010 
season and extend an invitation to children 
who would like to join the Chorus. A new 
rehearsal venue in Dublin at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church has been added to the 
existing Livermore and Pleasanton sites. 
New singers are invited to email Direc-
tor Bee Chow, director@cantabella.org 
or call (925) 292-2663 for information 
about placement in the training choirs or 
to arrange an audition for the performing 
choirs. Classes resume 8/31, 9/1 and 9/2. 
Please visit www.cantabella.org for more 
information.

Valley Concert Chorale auditions by 
appointment for the 2010-2011 concert 
season on Monday, September 13 and 
20, at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Livermore. The church is located at the 
corner of 4th and L Streets. The Chorale 
is seeking experienced singers with sight-
reading skills who enjoy singing exciting 
and challenging music. The Chorale 
performs a wide variety of music ranging 
from classical to contemporary, and folk 
to jazz. To schedule an appointment, call 
(925) 462-4205. The 2010-2011 concert 
season titled “Musical Reflections” will 
include an October performance featuring 
the songs of movies and musicals, “Carols 
of Comfort and Joy” in December, an 
“In Remembrance” concert in March 
marking the upcoming 10th anniversary 
of the September 11, 2001 tragedy, and 
finally in May “If Music Be the Food 
of Love.” More information about the 
Valley Concert Chorale is available at 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org or by 
calling the general information line at 
(925) 866-4003.

MOVIES
This is Spinal Tap, Sept. 17, An American 

rock musical mockumentary directed by 
Rob Reiner about the fictional heavy 
metal band, Spinal Tap. At 11:30 p.m. in 
the Vine Cinema & Alehouse, 1722 First 
Street, Livermore. Cost: $7. Information: 
925-373-6800 or www.LivermorePer-
formingArts.org.

The Wall, Sept. 18, The life of the fictional 
rock star 'Pink' is the subject of the visually 
evocative cult film based upon the music 
and visions of the group Pink Floyd as 
portrayed in the album of the same title. 
At 11:30 p.m. in the Vine Cinema & Ale-
house, 1722 First Street, Livermore. Cost: 
$7. Information: 925-373-6800 or www.
LivermorePerformingArts.org.

OPERA
Opera San José launches its 27th Anniver-

sary Season with the West Coast premiere 
of Anna Karenina, an American opera by 
composer David Carlson with libretto 
by the late Colin Graham. Eight perfor-
mances are scheduled from September 
11 through 26 at the California Theatre, 
345 South First Street in downtown San 
José. Opera San José will present Anna 
Karenina with a new scene added by the 
composer following the opera’s 2007 
world premiere at Florida Grand Opera. 
Tickets are on sale at the Opera San José 
Box Office, by phone at (408) 437-4450 
or online at www.operasj.org. Anna Kar-
enina is sponsored by a grant from the 
Carol Franc Buck Foundation and is made 
possible, in part, by a Cultural Affairs 
Grant from the City of San José.

Opera Live at the Library, Sun., Sept. 
19, 2 p.m. in the craft room, 1188 So. 
Livermore Ave. Meet and hear stars from 

the Livermore Valley Opera's production 
of Mozart's Don Giovanni. Generously 
by the Friends of the Livermore Library. 
Admission is free. For more information 
call 925-373-5505.

MISCELLANEOUS
The Alameda Creek Watershed 2010 

Photo Contest is taking entries. The 
contest is sponsored by the Alameda Creek 
Watershed Council. Visit the website at 
www.acrcd.org/WatershedCouncil.aspx 
for more details and to view the complete 
rules and regulations, or contact Amy 
Evans at 925-371-0154 x112. Deadline for 
submission: September 15, 2010.

Scottish Games and Gathering, Sept. 
4 and 5, Alameda County Fairgrounds 
Pleasanton. Presented by the Caledonian 
Club of San Francisco. Athletic Heavy 
Events, Piping and Drumming, High-
land Dance Competition, Celtic Country 
Dancing, Sheep Dog Trials, Birds of Prey 
Demonstration, The Kilted Mile Race, 
The Children's Glen, and the fantastic 
Grandstand Show. 1-800-713-3160 or 
1-925-443-4700. www.caledonian.org

Del Valle Campfire Programs, Del Valle 
Regional Park, 7000 Del Valle Rd., Liver-
more. Campground Amphitheater. Vari-
ous times, Friday, September 3, Saturday, 
September 4, 11, 18. Play games, hear 
stories and sing a song or two as you learn 
about the wonders of the natural world 
around you. Children should be accompa-
nied by an adult. Non-campers welcome. 
Please park by the campground store. 
Information: (510) 544-3249. September 
3, 8:30-9:15 p.m.: Critter Talk–Which 
amazing animals call Del Valle “home”? 
Rattlesnakes, bald eagles, mountain 
lions, tarantulas, and big mouth bass are 
just a few. September 4, 8:30-9:30 p.m.: 
Stories of the Night Sky, with Naturalist 
Cat Taylor–Sit back in your celestial arm-
chair for an evening of stars and stories 
as we navigate around the summer sky. 
Bring a flashlight. September 11, 8-9 
p.m.: Ecological Diversity of Del Valle, 
with Naturalist Anthony Fisher–Why are 
some organisms found here and not there? 
Learn to read the landscape! September 
18, 8-9 p.m.: Tarantula Travels, with 
Naturalist Cat Taylor–Enter the webby 
world of the eight-eyed and eight-legged 
as we learn about the amorous tarantulas 
of Del Valle.

Lake Del Valle Scenic Boat Tour with 
interpretive staff, 1 to 2:30 p.m. Sept. 
4 and 5. During the presentation learn 
about the lake, the wildlife, the history, 
and the many activities available here. 
Bring a jacket, sunscreen and binoculars 
if you have them. Purchase tickets at the 
Marina beginning at 6 a.m.; age 13 and 
up $5; age 1- 12 and seniors $3; under 1 
year free if in parent’s arms. All children 
under 13 (including infants) and all 
non-swimming adults will be required 
to wear a provided flotation device. 
Programs may be cancelled if there are 
five or fewer participants. Information: 
(510) 544-3249.

38th annual Competition for Young 
Musicians, Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony Association competition is open 
to instrumentalists and vocalists who 
reside or attend school in Livermore, 
Sunol, Pleasanton, Dublin, or San Ramon. 
Students are eligible through grade 12. If 
not enrolled in high school, the maximum 
age is 17. All instruments will be consid-
ered. The purpose is to select two young 
musicians who will perform as soloists 
with the symphony on Feb. 12, 2011. 
Each winner/soloist will be awarded $250. 
The application deadline is Sun., Oct. 3, 
2010. Completed applications must be 

accompanied by an $8 application fee 
and a CD or cassette tape for preliminary 
screening. Additional information may 
be obtained by calling the competition 
chairperson at 447-1947.

Blackhawk Bargain Basement Sale, a 
white elephant-style event, Blackhawk 
Museum and Wheelchair Foundation, 
lower floor of the Museum. Preveiw 
Fri., Sept. 10, 6 to 8 p.m. Admission of 
$20 includes wine tasting and appetiz-
ers. Sale Sat., Sept. 11 and Sun., Sept. 
12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission 
is free. The Blackhawk Museum is at 
3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville. 
Information,  925-736-2277 or go to www.
blackhawkbargainbasement.org.

The Great Catsby Casino Night, Saturday, 
September 11 to benefit Valley Humane 
Society. The 6 p.m. event will take place 
at the home of Becky and Murray Dennis, 
838 Gray Fox Circle, Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $65 and include a catered buffet din-
ner, two drink tickets, valet parking and 
gambling chips for the casino games. 
Prohibition era-cocktails and Livermore 
Valley wines will be served. Participants 
are encouraged to dress in 1920s-themed 
cocktail attire. Toucan Jam provides music 
for dancing; silent auction. Texas Hold 
'Em Poker Tournament with separate 
buy-iin. Tickets for the event that include 
the poker tournament buy-in are $100. 
Non-refundable tickets can be purchased 
online (Visa and MasterCard accepted) at 
www.valleyhumane.org, or at Valley 
Humane Society, 3670 Nevada Street, 
Pleasanton. All participants must be 21 
years or older. For information, call Valley 
Humane Society at (925) 426-8656.  For 
details about the poker tournament, call 
Phil Vermont at (925) 460-3700. 

Nostalgia Day Car Show, Sept. 26, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in Downtown Livermore. Presented 
by the Altamont Cruisers as a fund-raiser 
for local charitable organizations with a 
focus on youth programs. Event includes 
over 700 cars, continuous deejay music, 
prize drawings, vendors of car products, 
arts and crafts and a parade of award win-
ning vehicles. Information, call 461-2020 
or go to www.altamontcruisers.org.

Livermore Author Ruth Stern Gasten, 
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2:00 PM. Livermore 
Civic Center Library, 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave. Local Livermore author Ruth Stern 
Gasten speaks about her book An Ac-
cidental American, her memories of her 
experience as a young Jewish girl who is 
taken from Hitler’s Germany to Chicago. 
Free admission. 

Livermore Valley Wine Country Wedding 
Faire, Sept. 12, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Over 
40 vendors & industry professionals, 
food & wine tasting, fashion show & 
more. Livermore Downtown Inc. (925) 
373-1795.

Pleasanton Poetry on Main: A Monthly 
Gathering of Poets, Sept. 16, once-a-
month group for feedback and apprecia-
tion of each others' poems in downtown 
Pleasanton at Little Valley Winery. 
Marilyn Slade of Pleasanton, author of hu-
morous poetry and prose, will co-host the 
gatherings. Bring two poems for critique. 
Free event. Soft drinks provided. No-host 
wine by the glass with ID. From 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Little Valley Winery, 
739 Main Street, Pleasanton. Michelle 
Russo at mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us or 
925-931-5350 or Deborah Grossman at 
pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com or www.
facebook.com/PleasantonPoetry.

Fourth Annual Wine & Equine benefit 
for SonRise Equestrian Foundation. 
Saturday, September 18, from 1-5 p.m., 
at the Charles Wilhelm Training Center 

in Castro Valley. SonRise Equestrian 
Foundation helps create connections be-
tween children and horses. At no charge 
to the children and their families, the 
Danville-based nonprofit provides rid-
ing and horse care programs to kids ages 
8-18 with social, emotional and physical 
challenges. Additionally, the beloved 
miniature horses of SonRise visit younger 
children at school and those who are ter-
minally ill in hospice settings. The Wine 
& Equine benefit provides the majority of 
SonRise Equestrian Foundation’s annual 
income. In addition to the barbecue and 
desserts provided by Esin Restaurant, the 
afternoon includes a wine cellar raffle, live 
and silent auctions, demonstrations and a 
horse show. Wines from Wente Vineyards 
and Murrieta’s Well and hand-crafted 
beers from Drake’s Brewing Company. 
Event sponsors include Murrieta’s Well, 
Wente Vineyards and 95.7 The Wolf radio 
station. Tickets to the Fourth Annual Wine 
& Equine event are available for $75 per 
person by contacting the nonprofit at 
510-838-7433 or sonrise@sonriseeques-
trianfoundation.org. SonRise is located 
at the Charles Wilhelm Training Center, 
6496 Crow Canyon Road in Castro Val-
ley. For more information, visit www.
sonriseequestrianfoundation.org.

Fiddlers' Jam, Fiddletown, Sat., Sept. 
18, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Main Street. Free, 
includes fiddle music and entertainment 
by SideTracked and Extended Roots, 
food and craft vendors. Raffle with cash 
prizes. Information 209-296-0918 or 

www.fiddletownca.org.
Wine for the Cure, Cystic Fibrosis Foun-

dation fund-raiser Saturday, September 
25, 2010 at John Madden’s Goal Line 
Productions in Pleasanton. Wines from 
the Livermore Valley paired with culi-
nary dishes from a special menu created 
by Skip Hinsley of Girasole Grill and a 
Pampered Palate. The event includes at 
5 p.m. VIP Lounge, 6 p.m. Main Event 
at John Madden's Goal Line Productions, 
5959 Coronado Lane, Pleasanton. To 
purchase tickets on line go to http://nca.
cff.org/wineforacure, by phone, call: 
415.989.6500.

Quilting in the Garden, Sept. 25 and 26, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Alden Lane Nursery, 
981 Alden Lane, Livermore. Presented 
by Alden Lane Nursery and In Between 
Stitches. Quilt display, classes, tours. 
www.aldenlane.com or www.inbetween-
stitches.com.

In the Shadow of the Raven: Edgar Al-
lan Poe, Sept. 29, Broadway and film 
veteran Duffy Hudson brings his talent 
and fascination for Edgar Allan Poe to 
life in this one-man play. At 7:00 p.m. in 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. Free. 
Information: 925-931-3405  

A Conservation Affair, Thurs., Oct. 7, Casa 
Real at Ruby Hill Winery, Pleasanton. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Tri-Valley Conservancy 
projects. Evening includes dinner, silent 
and live auctions, and music. Information 
and tickets call 449-8706 or go to www.
trivalleyconservancy.org.
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By Patricia Koning
All day long on Monday, Au-

gust 23, the first day of school at 
Livermore High School (LHS), 
shouts of joy could be heard 
emanating from Art Gagnier’s 
classroom. When school ended 
in June, it looked unlikely that he 
would be returning to Livermore 
High School (LHS) or that his 
popular choir and digital music 
composition classes would even 
be offered. Dean McNair, director 
of bands and orchestra at LHS, had 
also received a pink slip.

“I would like to thank all the 
parents, students, and staff mem-
bers who supported me through 
this layoff situation,” said Gagnier. 
“I’m glad to be back in the class-
room and as always, it’s my plea-
sure to teach these kids music.”

Cuts to the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District’s 
elementary music program—a 
loss of 2.25 full-time teaching 
positions—set in motion a chain 
reaction that affected both of the 
LHS music teacher. Teachers are 
laid off according to seniority and 
qualifications, which means that 
an experienced teacher in an elimi-
nated position who is qualified to 
teach another subject or at another 
level could bump a less senior 
teacher. Through this “bumping” 
process, counselors may end up in 
classrooms and high school teach-
ers could end up at elementary 
schools, or vice versa.

Gagnier did not have the senior-
ity to keep his position teaching 
high school music. However, he 
was qualified and had the senior-
ity to teach elementary school. As 
of last June, he had been assigned 
to teach fourth grade at Altamont 
Creek Elementary School. 

The Livermore Valley Educa-
tion Foundation (LVEF) raised 
enough money through donations 
from businesses, individual dona-
tions, and fundraising events to 
fund one full-time elementary mu-
sic teacher. This change restored 
one position in the District’s music 
program, which helped bring back 
both Gagnier and McNair to LHS. 
Gagnier will split his time between 
LHS—where he is teaching two 
choir classes and digital music 
composition—and Del Valle/
Phoenix High School—where he 
will teach music appreciation and 
digital music composition. 

“Mr. Gagnier is an excellent 
teacher and we are happy to have 
him back doing what he does 
best,” said Cindy Alba, assistant 
superintendent of Educational 

Services. “This is a positive for 
the District, to retain a strong, 
committed teacher, and to both 
Livermore High School and Del 
Valle/Phoenix.”

Danielle Corbitt, parent of 
an LHS sophomore, describes 
the outcome as a “best case sce-
nario.” Last spring she started a 
Facebook page called “Keep Mr. 
Gagnier Teaching AT Livermore 
High School” to rally support for 
the popular teacher.

“I really want to thank Liver-
more High School principal Darryl 
Avila and Cindy Alba for working 
so hard to make this happen,” she 
said. “They really listened to the 
parents. All summer they were tell-
ing us not to give up hope.”

Debbie Campbell said her son 
Tyler would not believe Gagnier 
was back until he saw him on the 
first day of school. Tyler, a senior, 
has taken all of Gagnier’s classes 
except Treble Choir. “It’s so reju-
venating for kids to see that they 
do have a voice, that if they stand 
up and try to make a difference, it 
can result in a positive outcome,” 
she said. “This was a great life 
lesson and it was not lost on any 

of them.”
Another positive outcome, one 

that the parents didn’t anticipate, 
was that the sense of community 
that arose from the effort to keep 
Gagnier at LHS. Different arts-re-
lated clubs at LHS are working to-
gether to do community outreach, 
groups that existed side-by-side 
without directly interacting in the 
past. The effort also made more 
people aware of LHS’ award-win-
ning show choirs. 

The parents are already think-

Based on the overwhelming 
response to this popular program 
in which children read to dogs, the 
Paws to Read program will begin 
its new season this September.  

Paws to Read, a program spon-
sored by the Livermore Public 
Library and the Valley Humane 
Society, is based on studies which 
show that reading with trained 
therapy dogs can improve a child’s 
self-esteem and confidence, as 
well as encourage a child to read 
more.  This program has proved to 

be very popular with youngsters 
perfecting their reading skills.

Free registration begins Tues-
day, September 7.  Children may 
register for up to three sessions 
during the fall series, as space al-
lows.  Drop-ins may be accepted 
on a first come, first served basis.  
Participating children should not 
be fearful of dogs or have aller-
gies to pets.

The fall program series will 
take place at two sites: 

•  Civ ic  Center  L ibrary :  

Wednesday evenings, September 
15 through November 3, with 
sessions from 7:00—7:25pm and 
7:35—8:00 p.m, in the  Storytime/
Craft Room.  For more information 
or to register, please call 925-373-
5504.

•  Rincon Library:  Friday af-
ternoons, September 17 through 
November 5, with sessions from 
3:00pm—3:25pm and 3:35pm—
4:00 p.m., in the Meeting Room. 
For more information or to register, 
please call 925-373-5540.

ing ahead to the 2011/12 school 
year. With the state budget situ-
ation expected to worsen, LVEF 
will likely need to raise another 
$90,000 to fund the elementary 
music teacher for another year. 

Corbitt, Campbell, and other 
parents are planning a fundraiser 
at the Bankhead Theater for early 
next year, similar to Pleasanton’s 
“Celebrate!” event last May. The 
event will feature performances 
by District students of all levels. 
Gagnier and LHS drama teacher 

Signups Set for Paws to Read Program

Livermore High School Welcomes Back Art Gagnier

Carol Hovey are the academic 
advisors for the event. 

“In good times we don’t worry 
too much about funding for our 
arts programs. In the lean times it’s 
critical that we speak up and say 
that kids need and deserve instruc-
tion in the arts,” said Gagnier. “It 
feels good to see how many people 
support what I am doing profes-
sionally but more importantly, it 
was nice to see the community 
working together to save this high 
school choral program.”

 

Conducting class.
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Army Pvt. Kyle A. Puricelli has graduated from the Infantryman One Station 
Unit Training at Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga.  The training consists of Basic 
Infantry Training and Advanced Individual Training.

The Advanced Individual Training course is designed to train infantry soldiers 
to perform reconnaissance operations; employ, fire and recover anti-personnel 
and anti-tank mines; locate and neutralize land mines and operate target and sight 
equipment; operate and maintain communications equipment and radio networks; 
construct field firing aids for infantry weapons; and perform infantry combat 
exercises and dismounted battle drills, which includes survival procedures in a 
nuclear, biological or chemical contaminated area.

Puricelli is the son of Debra Puricelli of Livermore and grandson of George 
Puricelli of Pleasanton. The private is a 2009 graduate of Livermore High 
School.

Army National Guard Pfc. Kristina J. Rosenberg has graduated from One 
Station Unit Training (OSUT) at Fort Leonard Wood, Waynesville, Mo., which 
included basic military training and advanced individual training (AIT).

During AIT, the soldier completed the military police specialist course to 
acquire skills to provide combat area support, conduct battlefield circulation 
control, area security, prisoner of war operations, civilian internee operations, and 
law and order operations.  The trainee performed as a team member in support of 
battlefield operations, installation law and order operations and security of Army 
resources and installations.  Additional training included providing peacetime 
support to the military community through security of resources, crime preven-
tion programs, and preservation of law and order.

Rosenberg is the daughter of Barry J. and Victoria J. Rosenberg of Livermore. 
The private is a 1998 graduate of Livermore High School.

Allen Yu of Pleasanton,  was named to the Dean’s list for academic excellence 
for the spring 2010 semester at The Johns Hopkins University.  To be selected 
for this honor, a student must earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher on 
a 4.0 scale in a program of at least 14 credits with at least 12 graded credits. 
Allen Yu is the son of David Yu and Jane Ding and attended Amador Valley 
High School in Pleasanton.

Allen Yu, who is majoring in molecular and cellular biology, will graduate 
in May 2011.

Emily McGrady-Beach of Dublin has been awarded a BA degree from Whit-
worth University. Located in Spokane, Wash., Whitworth is a private, liberal 
arts university affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).  

 

Seventeen-year-old violinist 
Michelle Lee from Dublin, will 
appear on an upcoming episode 
of From the Top, the NPR ra-

dio program featuring America’s 
best young classical musicians 
and hosted by acclaimed pianist 
Christopher O’Riley. Taped in 

collaboration with Keith Lockhart 
and the Boston Pops, the show will 
broadcast nationally the week of 
September 6 and will air on KDFC 

102.1FM Sunday, September 12 
at 7pm. The episode was taped 
before a live audience at Boston’s 
Symphony Hall on June 6.

Michelle is a senior at Dublin 
High School in Dublin. She studies 
music at the San Francisco Con-
servatory of Music Preparatory 
Division and performs with the 
San Francisco Symphony Youth 
Orchestra. Michelle is also an ac-
complished dancer and competed 
in national competitions for the 
past nine years.

On the show Michelle plays 
Kreisler’s Tambourin Chinois with 
the orchestra and performs a tap 
routine for the live audience. 

For the past decade, From the 
Top has been the preeminent show-

case for America’s best young 
musicians. Through award-win-
ning NPR and PBS programs, 
online media, a national tour of 
live events, and education pro-
grams, From the Top shares the 
stories and performances of pre-
collegiate musicians with millions 
each week. From the Top is made 
possible through grants from the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
and the Jack Kent Cooke Founda-
tion. It is also supported through 
the generous contributions of in-
dividuals and foundations as well 
as public radio stations. From the 
Top on NPR is produced in asso-
ciation with WGBH Radio Boston 
and New England Conservatory 
of Music, its home and education 
partner.

Dublin Musician Performs with Boston Pops

Michelle Lee on violin.

Conducting class.
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Tri-Valley Republican Women Feder-
ated hosts a dinner meeting starting at 6:30pm 
on Thursday, September 9, at Cattlemen’s 
Restaurant, 2882 Kitty Hawk Rd, Livermore. 
Fellow conservatives are invited to come 
and share election enthusiasm. Learn how 
you can help the Republicans roll to victory 
in November. Cost $26 TVRWF members; 
$30 guests. Reservations required by Sunday, 
September 5. Call Phyllis at (925) 462-4931 
to RSVP. For more information, visit www.
trivalleyrepublicanwomen.org.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club 
will meet 7 p.m. on September 9 at Alisal 
Elementary School in the multipurpose room, 
1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. The pro-
gram will feature Troy McGregor of Garden 
Natives, a home-based nursery in Martinez, 
where he grows and sells a wide range of CA 
native plants. He will describe plants that do 
well in the Tri-Valley area and will suggest 
how to add them to existing landscapes. Visi-
tors welcome.

 Seniors are invited to a back-to-school 
themed luncheon with LARPD Senior Services. 
The entertainment will include a spelling bee 
contest, with prizes for the winner and all 
participants. The lunch from Premiere Catering 
will include ham, macaroni and cheese, salad, 
dessert and beverage. The luncheon is sched-
uled for noon Friday, Sept. 10, at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave. 
Tickets are $8 each and must be purchased by 
4 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 7, at the Senior Services 
Office at the Community Center. Tables may be 
reserved for large groups. For more informa-
tion, call 925-373-5760.

The Disability Action Network (DAN) 
meets Thurs., Sept. 9 2 p.m. at Livermore 
CRIL office, 3311 Pacific Ave. DAN is a group 
of people with all kinds of disabilities who 
are working together to make change in the 
community.  The group works on health care, 
housing, access, attendant programs, transpor-
tation, and other issues affecting people with 
disabilities.  The group is a project of CRIL, 
Community Resources for Independent Living.  
CRIL serves people with all disabilities and 
seniors with disabling conditions, providing 
assistance with housing, personal assistant 
services, benefits, assistive technology, advo-
cacy, and peer counseling.  CRIL’s mission is 
to advocate and provide resources for people 
with disabilities to improve the quality of life 
and make communities fully accessible. For 
more information, please call Jessica Lehman 
at (510) 881-5743 x5937.

Northern California Human Resources 
Association presents: Wellness and EAP Panel, 
Wed., Sept. 8, noon-1 p.m. ADP, 4125 Hopyard 
Rd., Pleasanton. General: $35 / NCHRA Mem-
bers: $25. www.nchra.org, email nchra@nchra.
org, phone. 415-291-1992. 1 CPE Credit 

2nd Annual Walk for Education to benefit 
the Livermore Valley Education Foundation, 
hosted by American Swim Academy at Granada 
High School in Livermore on Saturday, Sep-
tember 11 from 9 a.m. until noon. Students from 
every Livermore Valley school along with their 
friends and families are invited to participate in 
the walk, and the school that generates the most 
walkers will win $500. Registration is open to 
the public by downloading a registration form at 
www.americanswimacademy.com/LVEF. The 
entry fee is $5. Each walker who participates 
will receive a t-shirt and refreshments. There 
will also be a Family Fun Festival during the 
walk with live entertainment, DJ music, family 
friendly booths and more. 

Scholarship available, Livermore Valley 
Business and Professional Women is seeking 
applicants for a scholarship award. The schol-
arship is to encourage and support re-entry 
students from Dublin, Pleasanton, Livermore 
or San Ramon. There is an annual endowment 
of $500 intended to continue supporting the 
same individual until she has completed her 
studies or no longer needs assistance. Require-
ments: women re-entry student with GPA 3.4 or 
better; will attend a Livermore BPW meeting 
once a year to report to the membership; ap-
plications must be received by Sept. 30, 2010 
to be considered. Applications are available 
through college financial aid departments. 
For additional information, send name and 

address to Madge Takemori, PO Box 3104, 
Livermore, CA 94551.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., Sept. 4, 23 miles Fuddrucker's Ride, meet 
10 a.m. at Willows Shopping Center, Randy 
Huey, 518-8439. Sun., Sept. 5, 50 miles old La 
Honda Rd., meet 9:10 a.m. at Woodside Town 
Hall, Dane Carson, 323-5865. Wed., Sept. 8, 
40 miles Benicia to the Rockeville Cafe, meet 
10 a.m. Barbara Wood, 707-745-6353. Club 
meeting, Wed., Sept. 8, 7 p.m. Round Table 
Pizza, Dublin, non-members invited to learn 
about the club. Anyone planning to go on a 
ride is asked to call the leader for details on 
where to meet and what to bring.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network, 
meets 7 p.m. Sept. 20. Program presented 
by Nicole Valega, DC, HBCE Owner of Life 
With Harmony, www.lifewithharmony.com 
and Andrea Pritchett, DC, Owner of Vital 
Life Wellness, www.vlifewellness.com Topic 
will be Gentle Chiropractic: Nurturing the 
Whole Person - Emotionally, Mentally and 
Physically. Harvest Park Middle School, 4900 
Valley Avenue, Pleasanton. This meeting is 
free for Chapter members and first time visi-
tors. Meetings are held on the third Monday 
evening of each month. For further information, 
please visit: www.holisticmoms.org or email 
Tri-ValleyHMN@hotmail.com 

Tuff Firl Fitness is hosting free boot 
camps on Saturdays, Sept. 11 and 25. This 
is a fundraising boot camp for the Wounded 
Warrior Project to raise money for wounded 
soldiers who have protected our country and 
were wounded in the process. Donations are 
appreciated but not required. This cause helps 
support the needs of severely injured service 
men and women to get financial help and other 
support that will enable them with needed 
home-care. There will be a raffle drawing for 
a free month of boot camp. To sign up for the 
two boot camps go to www.tuffgirl.com or send 
an email to tuffgirlfitness@yahoo.com. 

Livermore High School Class of 1965 
is celebrating their 45th year class reunion, 
"Together Again," September 24-26. There are 
a number of activities to choose from includ-
ing a Saturday evening party and a Sunday 
picnic. The evening party will be held on 
September 25th at Beeb's Sports Bar & Grill 
, 7pm-Midnight. The cost is $45 per person. 
The picnic will be held Sunday afternoon, $15 
per person. For more information contact Betty 
Gonzales Klino at 925- 443-0642 or nklino@
hotmail.com

Birthright Pregnancy Support Service, 
looking an office volunteer to assist clients 
weekly on Wednesdays 10-2, and substitute 
office volunteers for all days. Also looking for a 
volunteer CPA to assist annually with reviewing 
books and other related assistance. For infor-
mation on a variety of volunteer opportunities, 
please call John Kupski evenings at 606-8230. 
We are presently open M-Tu-Fri 10 am-2 pm, 
Th eve. 6-9 pm, and we are anxious to re-open 
on Wed. Birthright offers free pregnancy tests, 
guidance, adoption and medical referrals, baby 
and maternity clothing, and more. Livermore 
office at 1520 Catalina Ct., just behind the 
Granada Shopping Center, or call 449-5887. 
1-800-550-4900 Hotline number is staffed 24 
hours a day. All Birthright services are free and 
confidential. www.birthright.org

Tri-Valley Seniors: Need a ride to your 
medical appointment? Seniors who require 
door-to-door service are now eligible for a 
ride to their medical appointments. Volunteers 
use their personal vehicles to drive seniors to 
and from medical appointments. Seniors must 
be 60 and over, living in Dublin, Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Sunol, and unable to find a ride 
(relative, friend, bus, paratransit.) For a ride, 
or to volunteer, call Jennifer Cullen at (925) 
931-5387 or email her at ja.cullen@yahoo.
com. Funding for the Senior Transportation 
Program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority and 
Measure B Funds.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace is sponsoring a 
candlelight Vigil in front of the Museum on 
Main, 603 Main Street, downtown Pleasanton, 
September 8, Wednesday, at 7 p.m. Participants 
will reflect on the human and monetary costs 
of the war, honor veterans who have sacrificed, 
and visualize ways of moving beyond this 
conflict to a more peaceful world. Addition-
ally, there will be a Peaceful War Protest on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month, September 
22 between 5 - 6 at the corners of First and 
Neal Streets.   Cathe Norman a  462-7495; 
Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com; or 

email kdowding@pacbell.net. www.Pleasan-
tonians4Peace.org

Ohlone Audubon meets 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 
7 at the Carlton Plaza of Fremont, 3800 Walnut 
Ave. Take I-880 to the Mowry off ramp, then 
east to Fremont Blvd. Turn right on Fremont, 
then left on Walnut. The Carlton Plaza is on 
Walnut between Fremont Blvd. and Paseo 
Padre Pkwy. Bob Lewis will talk on "Birding 
the top of Central America: birds and wildlife of 
Belize & Panama." Refreshments. Information 
at 510-507-3383.

Dive N Trips Dive Club, meeting Thurs., 
Sept. 9, 7 p.m. at Dave N Trips, 1032 Serpen-
tine Lane, Suite 108, Pleasanton. Seminar on 
how to take care of your back while diving. 
462-7234.

Armchair Travelers, a monthly program, 
will take place at the Livermore Civic Center 
Library on Thurs., Sept. 9, from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Dale Schauer will show digital photo-
graphs of the hikes he and his wife Carlotta 
took in Switzerland. Adults are invited to this 
free program on the second Thursday of each 
month in the Community Meeting Rooms of 
the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore. For additional information 
please call 925 373-5500.

Amador Valley High School, Class of 
1980 will celebrate its 30 year class reunion 
on Saturday, September 18th, 2010. “Meet & 
Greet” Friday night at the HopYard Alehouse 
& Grill in Pleasanton beginning at 7pm. 
There will be a buffet dinner, cash bar and 
dancing to Rock & Roll music. Tickets are 
$65 per person until September 8th; and $75 
thereafter. Classmates are encouraged to make 
their reservations early. The reunion will be 
held Saturday, September 18th at 6pm, at 
the Pleasanton Hilton; 7050 Johnson Drive, 
Pleasanton. Visit the Class Reunion website 
at www.valleyweb.org/1980reunion.htm or 
Facebook page for more information. The 
HopYard Alehouse & Grill is located at 3015 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton. If you know where 
any of “lost” classmates are, please help get 
the word out. For more information on the re-
union contact Mindy Gottesman-Smith email: 
minsmith@aerosurf.net (951-453-7673) or 
Kelly Ornellas-Sleek at kellysleek@comcast.
net (925-963-7088).

NARFE, Federal employees and retirees 
are invited to attend a monthly lunchtime 
meeting on Thursday, Sept. 9, at Emil Villa’s 
Restaurant, 3064 Pacific Ave. in Livermore, 
to learn about a national association that 
advocates for them. The Livermore Chapter 
397 of the National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Association (NARFE) will hold 
the meeting. Attendees need not be NARFE 
members. Formed in 1921, NARFE represents 
five million Federal workers, retirees, spouses 
and their survivors. A no host luncheon will 
begin at 11:30 a.m., and a business meet-
ing will follow at 1 p.m. Delegate Vivian 
Nathanson will report on the recent NARFE 
National Convention. Look for chapter signs 
at the restaurant entrance. To request more 
information, directions or transportation to 
the meeting, please call Elaine at 925-426-
7800. Background on NARFE is on the Web 
at http://www.narfe.org. 

Exploring Non-Traditional Work Op-
portunities for Moms, Life Course Learning, 
offered through Las Positas College Com-
munity Education Friday, 9/17 6:30-9:30, 3 
hour seminar explores new ways to work that 
allow flexibility and control over scheduling. 
$39.00 registration & $10 materials fee. www.
lifecourselearning.com

Moms to Work, Life Course Learning, 
offered through the LARPD 9/21-9/30 (TTh) 
or 10/4-10/13 (MW) 9:00-11:00. This four part 
course for Mom's will examine how to return 
to work despite long absence and a tough 
economy. Learn how to update, polish and 
present yourself with confidence and prepare to 
tackle the job search! $99 registration. Informa-
tion at www.lifecourselearning.com

Senior Players present: “The Board-
inghouse” Welcome to the Home Sweet 
Home Boardinghouse, where life is anything 
but normal. Miss Harriet runs a clean, cozy 
home occupied by a zany cast of boarders. 
It’s a comedy full of colorful characters and 
villains, and will have you laughing from 
beginning to end! Friday, October 1st 7 p.m. 
– 9 p.m., Saturday, October 2nd 2 p.m. – 4 
p.m., Sunday, October 3rd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Advanced reservations $9R/$10NR at the 
door $10R/$11NR. Performances held at the 
Pleasanton Senior Center. For more informa-
tion call 931-5365.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities, and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX 
at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at denicia.gres-
sel@cril-online.org. All services are free.

San Lorenzo High School Class of 1965, 
celebrating 45th reunion on Sat., Oct. 9 at 
Castro Valley Moose Lodge, 20835 Rutledge 
Rd., Castro Valley. Theme is "Beach Party." 5 
p.m. $60 per person. No tickets at the door. For 
additional information contact Jill Carnesi 510-
673-2200, jcarnesi@webdesignsbyjill.com; 
Cyndee, 785-3397 or cyndeejdavis@aol.com; 
Paulette, 559-228-4713, allaboutme101@
sbcglobal.net, or Sue, 916-826-6473, st859@
aol.com.

Livermore High School Class of 1970 
reunion, Sat., Sept. 18, 6 to 11 p.m. . Hilton 
Garden Inn, 2801 Constitution Dr., Liver-
more. $60.00pp - includes a buffet dinner 
and a glass of wine. To reserve send a check 
to Robert Plunkett 6752 Teasdale Street, 
Lancaster, CA 93536-1246, by August 18, 
include email or phone number so reservation 
can be confirmed. 

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new & long-time residents to its 
monthly luncheon on September 16 at Crow 
Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver Lake Dr., 
Danville. 11:30 - 2pm. Representatives from 
the League of Women Voters will speak. Lunch 
cost is $19.00. Call Susan, 925-718-5214, for 
reservations.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Club meeting Tues., Sept. 7, 10 a.m. at the 
Dublin Library, optional luncheon in Livermore 
follows, RSVP by Sept. 5 to Hilda 398-8808. 
Champagne brunch in San Ramon, 11:45 
a.m., Sept. 12, RSVP by Sept. 9 to Marsha, 
830-8483. Happy hour in Pleasanton, Sept. 
16, 5:30 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 14 to Marge, 
828-5124. Friendly bridge optional lunch in 
Pleasanton, Sept. 18, 1 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 
14 to Athene at 846-0111. Birthday dinner in 
Dublin, Sept. 19, 4:30 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 
17 to Marge, 828-5124. Margarita Party in 
Livermore, Sept. 25, 4:30 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 
21 to Patti, 371-2612. Luncheon in Livermore, 
Sept. 29, 1:30 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 27 to Hilda, 
398-8808. Annual picnic in Pleasanotn, Oct. 
23, 2:30 p.m., RSVP and send checks by Oct. 
20 to Ruby, 362-9636.

 Toastmasters, Amador Valley group meets 
at Mimi's Cafe, 4775 Hacienda Dr., Dublin, 7 
a.m. Thursday mornings. Learn go communi-
cate more effectively, improve presentation 
skills and leadership potential. Contact Hal 
Brown, 462-2412, for information.

Behind the Curtain, with Nicholas Stad-
don, director of new plant introductions from 
Monrovia Growers. Thurs., Sept. 2, 6 p.m. 
Alden Lane Nursery, 981 Alden Lane, Liver-
more. Free plant raffle. Sign up today to reserve 
a seat for this free event, 447-0280.

Livermore Military Families is a support 
group for families in Livermore, who have a 
loved one serving in the Military. It is a safe 
place to come and share the joys, tears and fears 
they have with others who understand what 
they are going through. All family members 
are welcome to attend meetings. Meetings are 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the 
home of Cindy Gavello, 2851 Tahoe Drive, 
Livermore from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Val-
ley. Activities include a coffee on the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah 
Jongg, bridge, walking and hiking groups, 
family activities and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 215-8405 or visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com.

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
(CL) is a nonprofit, peer-based, self-help sup-
port group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Meetings in Room 7 at 
7 p.m. every Monday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
St. Mary & St. John Coptic Orthodox Church. 
Room 7, 4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just 
come or call our one of the volunteers: 925-200-
1943, or go to www.ClutterLess.org.

RELIGION
Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 

to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
925-305-9468. 

Divorce Care, Valley Bible Church, 7106 
Johnson Dr., Pleasanton. 13-week seminar and 
support group for people going through divorce 
or separation. A 30-minute video shown each 
night featuring experts on a variety of topics. 
Group meets Tuesdays 7 to 9 p.m. starting Sept. 
14. There is a one time charge of $25 for the 
workbook and other materials. Preregistration 
is required. Contact Mark Porter, 846-9693 or 
mcporter@hotmail.com.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, Non-Religious 
Rosh Hashanah celebration. Wednesday, Sept. 
8, 7 p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
St. in Livermore. A short program of readings 
and music followed by an apples and honey 
reception. Child-friendly. Those attending are 
encouraged to bring canned or boxed food for 
the food bank. Free to TVCJ members. $10/
adult (over 13) non-member. For information 
and reservations 925 485-1049 or reserva-
tions@tri-valleyculturaljews.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews: Saturday, 
September 18: Yom Kippur observance. 1-5 
p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St. 
in Livermore. New format this year includes 
a short ceremony and a series of workshops 
for adults and children. The ceremony will 
include readings, music and a memorial. 
Adult workshops include discussions of guilt 
and forgiveness, how to decide what charities 
to support, and how best to influence social 
change. Those attending are encouraged to 
bring canned or boxed food for the food bank. 
Free to TVCJ members. $10/adult (over 13) 
non-member. For information and reservations 
925 485 1049 or reservations@tri-valleycul-
turaljews.org.

Meditation Study Group, Practice new 
meditation methods, based on teachings of 
Shinzen Young, using audio, video and hand-
outs, 7:15-8:30 p.m., on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of every month, at Tri-Valley Unity's 
Gathering Place, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., 
#120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at gstaehle@
comcast.net 

Spiritual Reiki Group The Japanese 
system of Reiki is a spiritual practice which 
uses meditations, chanting, visualizations, 
and hands-on energy group work so that we 
can connect to our true nature. No prior Reiki 
experience is necessary. On the first and third 
Saturdays of every month, 10-11:45 a.m. at Tri-
Valley Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at 
gstaehle@comcast.net.

Jewish Sunday school, offered in an 
introduction to Jewish Culture School, an 
affordable hands-on twice-monthly Sunday 
school for Secular Humanistic Jewish children 
aged 5-14. Sunday, Sept. 12 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center 2466 8th St. in 
Livermore. There will be activities for children 
and a chance for parents to talk to other parents 
and the JCS teachers about the philosophy of 
the school and of Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
its sponsor.  This year, the curriculum focuses 
on the migration of Eastern European Jews to 
America and the flowering of Yiddish culture, 
the labor movement and progressive social 
involvement in America. For information, 
please email JCS@tri-valleyculturaljews.org 
or call 925 485 1049.

Stepping Stones on Grief Journey 
Workshop, eight weeks, Thurs., Sept. 9 to Oct. 
28 at 7:30 p.m. St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Meetings are 
open to all, regardless of religious orientation. 
Preregistration required. Space is limited. 
One-time donation of $15 is requested. For 
registration or information, call Mary Hagerty, 
846-5377.

Community Bible Study Class, book of 
LUKE will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church. CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all wowen, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30AM beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.


