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PET OF THE WEEK
Colton is a happy-go-lucky boy with enough energy 
to power your whole day! You’ll love this spirited two-
year-old’s supersized grin. Colton is an Australian 
Cattle dog mix. Visit him today at Valley Humane 
Society, 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. For more info 
visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Join 
us this Sunday for Paws in the Park, 10 am – 3 pm at 
Amador Valley Community Park in Pleasanton. Photo 
- Valley Humane Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Bubbles were a big hit with the younger set at last Saturday's 'splatter' festivities in Dublin. For more photos, go 
to page 14.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Former foster dogs, Jonas, Coco and Elvis, visit Bob and Ginny Nacamu Jonas 

By Carol Graham
One Saturday morning, nearly two decades after they'd lost their beloved Saint Ber-

nard Nikki, Bob and Ginny Nacamu noticed a sign at the Pleasanton Farmers' Market. 
"The Tri-Valley Animal Rescue needed weekend fosters," says Ginny. "We thought, 

'Well, that's not a big commitment; we can watch a dog for a weekend.' But then we got 
hooked."

"We tried it with one dog and got him adopted," adds Bob. "Then the next one, and 
that's how it began."

Soon came Sherman, a sweet Rottweiler who always walked a step behind the Naca-

Livermore residents are 
invited to a “State of the 
City” Town Hall meeting 
at the Livermore Public 
Library Civic Center Com-
munity Rooms on Monday, 
September 29th. Regis-
tration opens at 6:30 pm. 
The presentation begins 
promptly at 7:00 pm. 

Mayor John Marchand 
will present his third com-
munity address which high-
lights what’s new, what’s 
coming, and topics related to 
Livermore’s quality-of-life. 
A question and answer ses-
sion follows. “These Town 
Hall meetings are another 
avenue to increase public 
engagement and to empower 
the members of our com-
munity to take initiative and 
make a positive difference in 
our City,” Marchand stated.

For more information, 
call the City Manager’s Of-
fice at 925-960-4040 or visit 
www.cityoflivermore.net. 

The Livermore Public Li-
brary Civic Center is located 
at 1188 South Livermore 
Avenue.

Fostered Dogs Given a New Lease on Life

(See FOSTERED, page 10)

Livermore 
Mayor to Host 
Town Hall

The Pleasanton City 
Council voted last week to 
accept a $4.5 million pay-
ment in lieu of requiring a 
developer to build 52 afford-
able units.

The below market rate 
housing would have been 
built as part of a 345 mul-
tifamily development at the 
corner of Bernal Avenue and 
Stanley Boulevard. The city 
had negotiated a develop-
ment agreement with E&S 
Ring that stipulated that 
the council would make the 
final decision as to whether 
the units were to be built or 
a cash payment would be 
asked. 

The $4.5 million fee ne-
gotiated as part of the agree-
ment is $3.5 million higher 
than the city's in lieu fee.

Staff presented the coun-
cil with three options: option 
one would be to require that 
the units be built; option 
two would have the city 
take the money and place 
$1.04 million in the lower 
income housing fund and 
the remaining $3.5 million 
in a separate fund to be used 
for financial assistance for 
a specific future affordable 
housing project; the third 
option would accept the 
cash payment and allocate 
$1.04 million to the lower 
income housing fund and 

Council 
Votes to 
Take Cash 

Developer Won't 
Have to Build 
Affordable Units

(See CASH, page 5)

Incumbent Kathy Narum 
is one of four candidates 
running for two seats on the 
Pleasanton City Council. 
George Bowen, Arne Olson 
and Olivia Sanwong com-
prise the remainder of the 

Four Candidates Running for Two 
Pleasanton City Council Seats

choices in the November 
election.

Current Councilmember 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio reaches 
term limits in November and 
is ineligible to run.

The Independent inter-

viewed each of the can-
didates on such topics as 
growth, Measure BB, work-
force housing including high 
density, affordability and 
inclusionary options. There 
were also questions regard-

ing whether the planning of 
the eastside should continue.

The interviews are in 
alphabetical order.

George Bowen said that 

(See PLEASANTON, page 5)

Pleasanton Schools In-
cumbents Have Challengers

The terms of two Pleas-
anton Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Education 
incumbents, Jeff Bowser 
and Joan Laursen, expire 
this fall. Both are candi-
dates for re-election. There 
are two challengers for the 
seats: Mark Miller and Paige 
Wright.

The Independent inter-
viewed the candidates and 
asked them to volunteer 
whatever personal data they 
want readers to know about 
them, why they are running 
for the job, and why they feel 
they are qualified.

Other questions con-
cerned the new Common 
Core curriculum currently 
being installed in the dis-
trict, the district's homework 
policy, and whether they 
perceive Pleasanton schools 
as being overcrowded.

There were questions 
about Gov. Jerry Brown's 

School Incumbents Have 
Challengers in Pleasanton

desire to change the way the 
state funds local districts' 
school construction, and 
whether the candidate would 
vote to put a local school 
bond on the ballot for a new 
elementary school that ap-
parently will be needed on 
the city's northwest side, 
with more residential growth 
there.

Candidates also were 
asked to describe their 
philosophy of education, 
whether or not the district 
has enough career pathways, 
and whether the district is 
doing a good job on voca-
tional education through 
the Regional Occupational 
Program (ROP).

Candidates were allowed 
to raise any other topics on 
which they wanted to com-
ment. They were permitted 
to list up to five endorsers.

Names of the candidates 
are listed alphabetically by 
last name.

(See SCHOOL, page 10)

Three Seats 
Available 
for Four 
Year Terms

Five candidates are run-
ning for three four year terms 
on the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
Board of Education.

Incumbents on the ballot 
include Kate Runyon and 
Anne White. Craig Bueno, 
Alan Heckman and Belia 
Martinez are also on the 
ballot.

During interviews they 
answer edquestions relating 
to what they saw as issues 
facing the district. These 
include implementation of 
Common Core, tenure, union 
relationships, and creation 
of partnerships to improve 
educational opportunities.

The interviews are in 
alphabetical order.

Craig Bueno has lived 
in Livermore 30 years. His 
three sons all attended local 
schools before attending 
college. Bueno worked as 
a professional firefighter 
for 28 years, retiring as Fire 
Chief of the Hayward Fire 
Department.

His involvement with 
schools included helping 
out at school sites for twenty 
years, coaching numerous 
youth sports and cochair-
ing the recent Measure G 
campaign. He currently vol-
unteers as the junior varsity 
football coach at Granada 
High School.

During the Measure G 
campaign last year, Bueno 
said he talked to people and 
visited school sites. He heard 
a desire for the district to 
focus on STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
math) education. He also 
noticed a need for facility 
repairs and technology up-
grades.

"What I heard from par-
(See LIVERMORE, page 12)

(See BANKHEAD, page 13)

Agreement Reached to Keep 
Bankhead Theater Open

The Livermore City 
Council voted unanimously 
on Monday to approve an 
agreement designed to keep 
the Bankhead Theater open 
and operating.

The pact will transfer 
ownership of the Bankhead 
Theater building and site to 
the city. The city will lease 
the theater back to the Liver-
more Valley Performing Arts 
Center (LVPAC), who will 

operate it. In addition to the 
city and LVPAC, Alameda 
County and the Bank of New 
York Mellon are involved in 
the agreement.

Also approved by the 
council was the settlement 
of a lawsuit with the state 
over redevelopment funds 
that were eliminated when 
redevelopment agencies 
were dissolved. LVPAC 
will receive $3.75 million 

as a recognized enforceable 
obligation. The agreement 
terminates the regional the-
ater development agreement 
with the city. The land where 
the theater was proposed to 
be built will be returned to 
the city for future disposi-
tion. 

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts told the council that 
since 2007, the Bankhead 
Theater has played an im-

portant role in bringing the 
performing arts to Liver-
more and in revitalizing the 
downtown. LVPAC would 
be unable to continue unless 
the proposed restructuring 
plan were approved to deal 
with LVPAC's $22.2 million 
construction bond debt. 

Under the restructuring 
plan, the Bank of New York 
Mellon will write down 
the construction debt by 

$7.5 million; the city will 
contribute $9.2 million; the 
county $2.8 million and 
LVPAC $2.69 million. The 
host community impact fee 
collected at local landfills 
will be paid to the city to 
service the certificates of 
participation (COP) the city 
will issue to cover its share 
of the settlement. The pro-
jected income from the host 
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26 Years in Real Estate

BRE # 00979099

Find me on Facebook at www.facebook.com/seniorsrealestatespecialist

Choose 
ValleyCare

ValleyCare
MEDICAL FOUNDATION

ValleyCare Medical Foundation is affiliated with ValleyCare Health System.

* ValleyCare is the only hospital in the area to 
offer a highly skilled OB/GYN onsite 24-7.

Open Enrollment can be a confusing time, but it's important  

that you make the right choice for you and your family.

To access the advanced medical services and compassionate  

care ValleyCare offers, this is what you need to do:

•  Choose a PPO if your employer offers it. A PPO gives  

you the most choices of physicians and services.

•  If you select an HMO, choose a ValleyCare Medical  

Foundation Primary Care Physician through the Hill  

Physicians Medical Group Network.

ValleyCare Medical Foundation services are provided  

by ValleyCare Physicians Associates Medical Group. 

Choose your ValleyCare doctor today! 

www.myvcmf.com or (925) 416-6736

OB/GYN*
Scott Eaton, M.D. 
William H. Phillips, M.D. 
Jennifer Salata, M.D. 
Gabrielle S. Schaefer, M.D. 
Rebecca Stone, M.D.

PEDIATRICS
Yatin Shah, M.D.
Deanna Ward, M.D. 

FAMILY PRACTICE
Jonathan R. Lim, M.D.
John Louie, M.D.
Shazia K. Mughal, M.D.  
Maliha Qadir, M.D.
Manisha Shingate, M.D. 
Sanie Zehra, M.D. 

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Michael R. Alper, M.D. 
Nikhil M. Apte, M.D.  
Vandana Boparai, M.D.
David Z. Chee, M.D. 
Samata Kanagala, M.D. 
Anthony Koh, M.D.
Stanley Ng, M.D.
Jyothi Ratti, M.D. 
Marilena Sandru, M.D. 
Robert T. Santos, M.D. 
Betty M. Tam, M.D.
Deanna Ward, M.D. 
Jerry Yen, M.D. 

BOWSER
Re-ElectBOWSER

SCHOOL BOARD

Re-Elect

“Pleasanton Named 4th “Best City to 
Live In” by USA Today - High-Quality 
Education Considered in Vote”

Pleasanton has an excellent School 
District because of the partnership 
we have built between and among: 
Parents, Students, Teachers, 
Administrators & the Community

Jeff has demonstrated
   Strong Fidscal Stewardship
   Leadership as Board President
   A Champion for Struggling Students

Jeff has fought for
   Smaller Class Sizes
   Added Counselors
   Reading & Math Teacher
   Technology for Students & Staff

Jeff is
   43-Year Resident of Pleasanton
   Product of Our Schools
   A Successful Businessman

  Please cast your vote to
  Re-Elect Jeff Bowser 
  to the Pleasanton School Board

The Following Leaders and Support Jeff
Pleasanton Teachers, Retired Principals, 
Labor and Business Groups
Jerry Pentin, Vice Mayor City of Pleasanton
Cheryl Cook-Kallio, Pleasanton City Council
Joan Laursen, VP Pleasanton School Board
Chris Grant, Pleasanton School Board
Angela Rameriez-Holmes, Zone 7 
Pat Kernan, Former Pleasanton School Board
Becky Dennis, Former Pleasanton Councilmember
Bill Berck, Former Pleasanton Superintendent
Brad Hirst, Former Pleasanton Planning Commision
Carlo Vecchiarelli, Trustee Chabot Las Positas CCD
Ron Hyde, Superior Court Judge (ret)

Sheila Jordan, Alameda Superintendent of Schools
Scott Haggerty, Alameda County Supervisor
Richard Valle, Alameda County Supervisor
Augie Scornainenchi, Alameda Superintendent of Schools (ret)
Joaquin Rivera, Alameda County School Board

Delaine Eastin, Former CA State Superintendent 
Eric Swalwell, Congressman 15th District
Joan Buchanan, State Assemblymember AD-16
Tim Sbranti, Mayor City of Dublin, Teacher
 
Alameda County Central Labor Council
Alameda County Building & Construction Trades 
California Democratic Party 
Pleasanton Teachers AssociationPaid For and Authorized by 

Bowser for Pleasanton School Board 2014
FPPC# 1367972

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Checking out the new classroom at Livermore High School are Julie, Nicole and 
Samantha Remy.

By Carol Graham
Livermore High School 

hosted a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony on September 10th 
to open the doors of its new 
Independent Living Skills 
Center for Special Education 
students. 

"Many schools have dif-
ferent components for in-
dependent living skills," 
said LHS Principal Alberto 
Solorzano. "We were able to 
create a space that replicates 
the conditions students will 
be experiencing when they 
reach adulthood. Many of 
our Special Ed students are 
challenged to think critical-
ly, to understand the world 
they live in and to navigate 
daily routines successfully." 

 The Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School Dis-
trict, LHS personnel and the 
community partnered to re-
purpose a large storage room 
on campus to create a sunlit, 
airy center that will help 
students with moderate to 
severe disabilities learn life 
skills that include budgeting 
and bill paying, shopping 
and cooking, laundry and 
ironing, and home organiza-
tion and cleaning. 

"What surprises me most 

Unique Classroom Will Help Teach Real Life Skills
is the delight students take 
in learning to do tasks that 
many people think are bur-
densome," said Special Day 
Class Teacher Debra Day. 
"This center prepares stu-
dents for independent living 
according to their abilities 
by training them in func-
tional math, language arts, 
social skills, career skills and 
life skills."

In addition, students car-
ry their new skill set beyond 
the classroom. 

"We bake potatoes and 
sell them to teachers to raise 
money for field trips and 
projects," said Special Day 
Class Teacher Sofia Katans-
kaya. "The students develop 
communication and interac-
tion skills. We also cook 
different cultural dishes to 
expose students to different 
cultures around the world 
and to develop their choices 
and taste. The students can 
be very creative, and are 
eager to learn about differ-
ent cultures and authentic 
foods."

Many students were on 
hand during the ceremony to 
talk about and demonstrate 
the skills they'll be learning 
in the Center. "They care so 

much about having a home 
within a school - a safe and 
fun environment," added 
Katanskaya. 

Although the center is 
a fully-functioning living 
space - complete with kitch-
en, dining room, bedroom, 
restroom and living room - 

some items are still needed: 
kitchen supplies, cutting 
table, dishes, knives, silver-
ware, towels, and gift cards 
for purchasing food. 

"We are also in need of a 
Dyson vacuum cleaner. This 
brand is lightweight, easily 
taken apart and emptied, and 

super efficient," said Day. 
Superintendent Kelly 

Bowers noted that donations 
are tax deductible. 

"I am very impressed 
with the Center and pleased 
that our students will have 
the opportunity to learn es-
sential life skills required 
for independent learning in a 
real-life simulated environ-
ment," said Bowers. "The 

students were so excited 
about and proud of their 
'home away from home.' 
They were eager to share 
what they have learned al-
ready about managing a 
household." 

Bowers continued, "The 
Livermore Valley Joint Uni-
fied School District and 
Board of Trustees are com-
mitted to ensuring that all 
students graduate with the 
skills needed to contribute 
and thrive in a changing 
world. This Center is an 
example of an innovative 
approach to learning and 
direct application of skills 
and knowledge. Special 
needs students certainly 
deserve an educational en-
vironment designed to meet 
their unique needs, learning 
and life goals."

Day added, "This is an-
other chapter in a long histo-
ry of Livermore High School 
being a leader in our greater 
community. The students 
and staff embrace, celebrate 
and model diversity and eq-
uity in a way that's exciting 
and hopeful for Livermore 
and the Tri-Valley."

For more information or 
to donate, contact Debra Day 
at dday@lvjusd.k12.ca.us or 
606-4812, ext. 2351

Livermore cyclists on their way to New York arrived in 
the small town of Stanardsville, Virginia on Monday, where 
they will spend several days with classmate Phil Clark.

 Tom Ramos, one of the cyclists, noted that Clark traveled 
with him and his wife, Rose, during the first half of their 
journey, leaving them at Pueblo to fly home to prepare for 
the upcoming reunion.

Ramos, his wife, Rose, and two friends from Lafayette 
are bicycling to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
NY, for Tom’s 45th class reunion. They are also raising 
funds for Cause-USA, a charity that supports injured U.S. 
military veterans.

Ramos reports that there is definitely a feeling of fall 
in the air. "It's been cold, damp and very foggy. We were 
all bundled up. I didn't pull off my windbreaker all day on 
Monday. Rose and I are considering putting on legwarm-
ers," he commented.

At a Walmart, he bought two blinking red lights for the 
backs of the bikes. Because of the fog, he writes in his blog, 
"I was glad we had them on." 

Their journey over the last few days has taken them 
through the Shenendoah National Park along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway and Skyline Drive. There were lots of ups 
and downs, with steeper, yet shorter slopes than what they 
encountered in the Rockies, according to Ramos.

Ramos said that the trees are beginning to turn yellow 
and red. Along the Skyway, there are turnouts every quarter 
mile where you can look down in the Shenendoah Valley or 
the tidewater region in Virginia. "The views are beautiful 

from a car. They are spectacular from a bicycle. You're out 
there, smelling the air traveling at ten miles an hour with 
more time to enjoy the view."

 As they have progressed, they have also encountered 
former West Point classmates with greater frequency. They 
stayed with friends in Lexington and Waynesboro. "There 
is a greater concentration of classmates in the Washington, 
D.C. area," says Ramos.

While in Lexington, a friend and classmate arranged a 
formal tour of VMI. Ramos said they saw a full dress parade 
from VIP seats. "It was pretty cool," he noted. 

They headed for VMI after visiting Lee’s tomb at Wash-
ington and Lee University. The blog states that the tour guide 
was very knowledgeable about the Lee family as well as 
the history of the college. "Then we met a VMI cadet and 
he took us around the campus for an hour, showing us the 
sights. He knew we were from West Point and as a result he 
couldn’t resist making comparisons between the two military 
institutions, especially when the comparison favored VMI. 
Very enjoyable experience."

Friends are planning a big party for us on Thursday, said 
Ramos. On Friday, when they leave Stanardsville, they will 
be accompanied by three extra riders - all classmates. The 
group will head up to visit Civil War battle sites at Antietam 
and Gettysburg. A classmate will take them on a bicycle 
tour of Gettysburg.

Ramos said he will be spending some time in the next few 
days figuring out the exact route they will follow to arrive 
from the west at West Point in time for the class reunion.

 
 
 

Cyclists Find Cold, Foggy Weather in Virginia
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We are a 20-bed assisted living community that provides:
•	 24 hour care
•	 Nurses on staff full-time every day
•	 PHYSICIAN ON STAFF 
•	 Socialization and companionship
•	 Nourishment of the emotional and  
 physical  well-being of our residents
•		 Assistance with activities of daily  
 living including bathing, dressing,  
 grooming, toileting, & medication management
•			Well-balanced, nutritious, delicious meals and snacks
•			Full calendar of educational, social, and cultural events
•	  Life enrichment programs
•	  Scenic gardens
•			All the comforts of home

We invite you to come for a tour today!
(925) 447-LIVE (5483)  |  www.LVSL.net

3356 East Avenue, Livermore, CA 94550
License #019200452

Livermore Valley Senior Living
“ A Home Away From Home”

   Like Us On Facebook www.facebook.com/LivermoreValleySeniorLiving

1
ANNIVERSARY

Help Us Thank the Community of Livermore  
as we Celebrate our 1st Anniversary

with wine and cheese
Tuesday, October 21, 2014 • 4pm-6pm

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
ON WATER RATES  

SUBJECT:
Zone 7’s Board of Directors

to review water rates for 2015  
and, possibly, 2016

DATES:
Wednesday, October 1, 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, October 15, 7:00 p.m.

PLACE:
100 North Canyons Parkway, Livermore

MORE INFORMATION:
www.zone7water.com

Scan with your  
smartphone to sign up  

for e-news.

Zone 7 Water agency,  
the water wholesaler serving:

CALIFORNIA WATER SERVICE COMPANY—
LIVERMORE

CITY OF PLEASANTON

CITY OF LIVERMORE

DUBLIN SAN RAMON SERVICES DISTRICT

www.GentecServices.com

Call Now!  
Service Today

(925)  
303-4255

Air Duct
Cleaning

$2495*

*Each register for the first  

6 registers. $34.95 each  

additional register

CA Lic#783310

Is Your Home Dusty?
Improve Your air Quality

Joe 
Scerbo

Owner

now offering commerical 
duct cleaning too!

DSRSD Votes to Support Water Bond
The Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD) 

Board of Directors on Tuesday adopted a formal position 
in support of the $7.545 billion water bond measure that 
voters will consider Nov. 4. Titled the Water Quality, Sup-
ply and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014, the bond 
will appear on the ballot as Proposition 1.

“The impacts of the current drought, climate change, 
population growth, and aging infrastructure make it clear 
that we need a comprehensive, statewide plan to secure our 
water future,” says DSRSD Board Vice President Ed Duarte. 
“The bond provides much needed funding for new water 
storage projects, water recycling, sustainable groundwater 
management, watershed protection, and other programs that 
will improve the reliability of our water supply.

The $7.545 billion general obligation bond replaces an 
$11.14 billion measure (would have financed such things 
as the two tunnels) previously slated for the November 
ballot. Key funding areas include: $2.7 billion for surface 
and groundwater storage; $810 million for regional water 
reliability; $520 million for safe drinking water; $725 
million for water recycling; $900 million for groundwater 
sustainability; $1.495 billion for watershed protection, eco-
system restoration, and state settlements; and $395 million 
for statewide flood management.

The bond measure was approved in a bipartisan vote by 
the Legislature and signed by Governor Edmund G. Brown 
Jr. on Aug. 13. The measure was supported unanimously 
by the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) 
Board of Directors on Aug. 19.

Democrats Oppose Two Justices
At its September 15, 2014 meeting, the Tri-Valley Demo-

cratic Club membership voted to oppose the confirmation 
of two California Supreme Court justices. 

The two Justices were appointed by the governor and 
must be confirmed by the voters in the next gubernatorial 
election in November. These Justices both decided not to 
allow Proposition 49 on the ballot. 

The Supreme Court’s stay order has denied California 
voters the chance to express an opinion on the Citizens 
United decision. Two justices, Goodwin Liu and Kathryn 
Werdegar, voted to take Prop 49 off the ballot.

The club meets the third Monday of the month at the 
IBEW 595 Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy in Dublin. The public 
is invited to all meetings. See www.trivalleydems.com/
Calendar.htm for meeting information. 

Hart to Host School Forum
Dublin City Councilmember and mayoral candidate 

Kevin Hart will host a community forum to talk about 
schools.

The session will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on Sept. 29 at 
Vito's Express, 4060 Graham Street, Dublin.

Topics include overcrowding, boundary line changes, 
growth and its impacts, and future school planning.

Pleasanton PTA to Host Forum
The Pleasanton PTA Council and the League of Women 

Voters of Livermore-Amador Valley are co-sponsoring a 
School Board Candidates Forum, Monday, October 6, be-
ginning at 7:00pm, in the Pleasanton Unified School District 
Board room located at 4665 Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton.

All 4 candidates, Jeff Bowser, Joan Laursen, Mark Miller 
and Paige Wright, have been invited to participate. There 

are 2 open trustee seats for the Pleasanton school board in 
the November election.

“One of the PTA's most important objectives is to educate 
our members and the public on issues that affect children,” 
says Pleasanton PTA Council President Katie Brunner.

Pleasanton PTA Council is hosting this forum to allow 
community members to learn more about each PUSD 
School Board candidate's knowledge of issues affecting our 
students' education. As a nonpartisan and nonsectarian orga-
nization, we do not support or oppose any of the candidates 
but rather encourage the public to learn about the candidates 
and the issues, and to cast an informed vote.”

The forum is open to the public. It will be recorded. The 
schedule of telecasts and/or webcasts will be announced at 
the event.

The moderator, provided by the League of Women Voters, 
will give each candidate an opportunity to briefly address 
the audience. Each will be asked a series of questions. 
Members of the audience will then have an opportunity to 
ask additional questions.

For more information, please contact the Pleasanton PTA 
Council at www.pleasantonpta.org.

No on Measure T Kickoff
 A No on Measure T campaign kickoff will be held at 

7 p.m. on Thurs., Sept. 25. The session will take place at 
the Save Dublin Open Space/No on Measure T Campaign 
Headquarters, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd. Ste. #108, Dub-
lin. RSVP at JPGalvan@savemountdiablo.org or (925) 
451-8097

This past spring, a coalition of community and environ-
mental groups collected signatures to qualify the Dublin 
Open Space Initiative of 2014. In June, the city council 
adopted the urban limit line measure, which protects Doolan 
and Collier Canyons east of town and Dublin’s western hills. 

A competing measure also qualified, Let Dublin Decide, 
which could allow up to a 2,000-unit development in Doolan 
Canyon. It was placed on the November ballot by the city 
council as Measure T. 

Wieskamp Endorsed
Ayn Wieskamp, current president of the East Bay Re-

gional Park District, is running for re-election on Novem-
ber 4th.She represents Ward 5 which includes the cities of 
Dublin, the majority of Fremont, Livermore, Newark, and 
part of Sunol. Ward 5's mayors support her re-election. The 
mayors are: Tim Sbranti of Dublin, Bill Harrison of Fremont, 
John Marchand of Livermore, Al Nagy of Newark, and Jerry 
Thorne of Pleasanton.

Tim Sbranti says, "I support Ayn because she is dedicated 
to protecting open space parks, such as Doolan Canyon 
and Brushy Peak. She has worked diligently to build trail 
connections throughout the Tri-Valley for recreation and 
transportation."

Livermore Parent Club Sets Forum
The Parent Club Information Committee (PCIC) consists 

of all parent leaders from every school in the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD). As the 
November election approaches, PCIC members want to 
ensure the voting community has an opportunity to hear 
from the nine candidates who are listed on the ballot for the 
upcoming School Board election. This forum is scheduled 
for Monday, October 6, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. at the LVJUSD 
District Offices in the Board Room located at 685 East Jack 

London Boulevard, Livermore. 
Candidates will be asked open-ended questions regarding 

their interests, experiences, and educational perspectives. 
This forum is open to the public and media. 

Three seats for the four-year term and one seat for the 
two-year term are open on the LVJUSD Board of Educa-
tion. Nine residents are listed as official candidates who are 
interested in serving as School Board Trustees. Craig Bueno, 
Alan Heckman, Belia Martinez, Kate Runyon (incumbent), 
and Anne White (incumbent) are candidates pursuing the 
three four-year seats and McKinley “Mac” Day, Joe Iguain, 
Efraín Meléndez, and Chris Wenzel are candidates pursuing 
the one two-year seat.

Correction
In last week's Independent, the Livermore Valley Charter 

School was identified has having canceled its first football 
home game. That is incorrect. The game was canceled by 
the Livermore Valley Charter Preparatory. 

The annual Dublin Senior Center’s Info Fair will be held 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sat., Oct. 4. 

Information and services will be provided by a variety 
of government, non-profit and commercial organizations. 
There is no admission charge.

The following will be offered:
• Flu shot with proof of Medicare insurance
• Blood pressure, pulse, temperature and oxygen level 

checks
• Help filling out Advanced Health Care Directives
• Bone density scan
• Balance check
• Peak flow screening and many more.
(services may change without notice)
Refreshments will be served. There will be drawings for 

door prizes.
For more information, please contact the Dublin Senior 

Center by phone (925) 556-4511 or email seniorctr@dublin.
ca.gov.

 

Senior Info Fair Set in Dublin
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Livermore City Council: 
Bob Woerner and Steven Spedowfski

Four candidates are running for the two seats 
on the Livermore City Council in the November 
4, 2014 election: Bob Woerner, Chung Bothwell, 
Chris Pareja, and Steven Spedowfski.

The Independent recommends voters elect 
Bob Woerner and Steven Spedowfski. They 
are the most experienced candidates and strong 
supporters of policies that will retain the quality 
of life that residents have come to expect. They 
will battle to retain the urban growth boundary 
as a way to preserve ranches, vineyards and 
open space areas around the city, while focusing 
development on infill projects. 

Neither supports high rise, high density 
development. In fact, Spedowfski describes 
himself as a huge proponent of single story new 
homes. Woerner said of higher densities and 
rezonings, “If outside speculators think that the 
density will increase - it’s not going to happen.”

Spedowfski currently serves on the Liver-
more Planning Commission. He completed 
the Livermore’s Citizens Police Academy, and 
served on the Beautification Committee. Issues 
he would address, include developing partner-
ships for downtown revitalization, preserving 
open space and the urban growth boundary, 
and financial stability. He has expressed sup-
port for keeping the Bankhead Theater open 
and operating.

Spedowfski would provide a strong back-
ground in transportation planning and dealing 
with regional agencies such as MTC and ABAG. 
He believes that Livermore needs to be part 
of regional conversations where decisions are 
made that impact the city. 

Woerner was appointed to fill the council 
seat vacated when John Marchand was elected 
mayor. He currently holds the position of vice 
mayor. He brings a wealth of experience in a 
variety of areas to the council, including science, 
the business world, banking telecommunica-
tions and the energy utility industry.

 During his time on the council, he has been 
at the forefront in asking staff to provide such 
information as real requirements for mainte-
nance on an asset-by-asset basis. He is willing 
to ask questions and demand answers.

He voted in favor of an agreement aimed at 
saving the Bankhead Theater.

He proposed placing the council’s pay and 
benefits before the voters, with Measures W and 
X now on the November ballot. 

For all of the reasons above, The Independent 
supports Bob Woerner and Steven Spedowfski 
as the two candidates who will best serve the 
city and its residents.

Pleasanton Mayor: Matt Morrison
The Independent believes that Matt Mor-

rison will better represent the growth policies 
supported by Pleasanton residents than Mayor 
Jerry Thorne.

Morrison states that he is running for mayor 
in order to have a discussion about growth. He 
has been involved in Pleasanton slow growth 
initiatives  and worked on numerous campaigns 
for slow growth candidates. Morrison voiced 
strong support for the urban growth boundary 
as a way of containing sprawl.

 Faced with a lawsuit, the city agreed to 
rezone land to meet its regional housing needs 
assessment numbers. Morrison points out that 
the city is not required to rezone for additional 
housing for the next seven years. Yet, the coun-
cil, under the leadership of Thorne, continues to 
plan for more housing on the eastside. Morrison 
would stop the process.

Both are concerned about water. However, 
Morrison has actual experience in dealing with 
water issues. As a member of the Sierra Club, 
he chaired the Bay Chapter’s water committee, 
served as vice chair of the club’s statewide water 
committee, and as vice-chair for Delta issues. 

 We like Thorne. He is affable and hardwork-
ing. We just don’t agree with some of his posi-
tions. An example would be his vote to eliminate 
52 affordable housing units and take a cash 
payment. The money will in no way be able to 
provide 52 units of housing for the workforce 
that now commutes to the city. In addition, as a 
councilmember, he was among the majority that 
voted to place an opposing ridgeland protection 
measure on the ballot. The council initiative 
contained less stringent provisions.

Matt Morrison would bring a new focus to 
issues of importance to many voters such as 
slowing growth, protecting the ridgelands and 
the urban growth boundary, and preserving 
neighborhoods.

 

Dublin is coming close 
to the end of its successful 
program to assist businesses, 
primarily restaurants, in 
meeting the local sewage 
treatment fees.

When the program began 
in 2010, the city was hear-
ing from new businesses, 
especially potential restaura-
teurs, that a block to starting 
up business in Dublin was 
the high sewage treatment 
fee they would have to pay. 

Restaurants' dishwashing 
and disposal of scrap food 
puts a heavier impact on the 
Dublin San Ramon Services 
District (DSRSD) plant than 
other businesses or homes, 
so the fee paid is set higher 
than for a home, or other 
business. 

The fees are computed as 
Dwelling Unit Equivalents 

Dublin Nears End of Sewer Assistance Program
 (DUEs), which uses residen-

tial usage as a measurement 
yardstick.

Extra sewer plant capac-
ity was available on two of 
the city's own properties, 
dating far back in time, 
so it was able to reserve 
those extra connections for 
businesses, after signing an 
agreement with DSRSD.

The benefit for the city 
in offering the program has 
been an investment in new 
jobs and sales tax revenue.

The program is near-
ing its end. At the Sept. 
16 city council meeting, 
applications for program 
participation by two new 
restaurants were approved. 
That reduced the remaining 
allocations to 2.51 DUEs.

Pacific Catch restaurant 
was approved for 8.4 DUEs, 

which represents 75 percent 
of the actual DUEs it will 
use. The program limits the 
assistance to 75 percent of 
the total need. The savings 
for the restaurant amounts 
to $140,000. An applica-
tion by Chaat Cafe received 
3.75 DUEs, saving approxi-
mately $62,000.

Councilmember Kevin 
Hart said the program has 
been a huge benefit to Dub-
lin. "I think we used it wisely 
and strategically. We've been 
prudent on how we have al-
located the program."

Mayor Tim Sbranti said 
the city used it for businesses 
at Tralee, the Transit Center, 
and parts of Grafton Station. 

Although this particular 
program is near its end, staff 
is working on developing 
another one, said Sbranti. 

If that happens, some of 
the sewer capacity could be 
reserved for the downtown, 
he said.

DSRSD interim engi-
neering services manager 
Rhodora Biagtan said that a 
new agreement would have 
to be signed with DSRSD for 
Dublin to engage in a new 
program.

Connections go with the 
land. They are not trans-
ferrable to other property 
owners. However, if the 
city uses connections that 
remain on property that it 
owns, it's possible to create 
another program. The city 
properties that used DUEs in 
the current program include 
City Hall and land at a city-
owned low-income housing 
development, said Biagtan.

 

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox 
are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will 
it publish letters without 
names. Abusive letters may 
be rejected or edited. Fre-
quent letter writers may have 
publication of their letters 
delayed. Letters should be 
submitted by e-mail to ed-
itmail@compuserve.com.)

See Rigoletto
Roger Lake
Livermore 

Rigoletto, the humpback 
jester, from the Court of 
the Count of Mantua will 
be coming to the Bankhead 
Theater on September 27/28 
and October 4/5. His is the 
story of love, lust, murder, 
superstition, deceit, a fa-
ther’s curse and a descent 
into madness – all the things 
that make opera fascinat-
ing. Rigoletto, is one of the 
most famous of all operas. 
As described by Verdi, the 
composer “The subject is 
grand, immense, and there 
is a character that is one of 
the greatest creations that the 
theatre can boast of in any 
country and in all history.”  

As long time opera fans, 
my wife and I have been 
attending the rehearsals and 
have watched the energetic 
internationally known direc-
tor, Joe Boscetta, put his vi-
sion into play. He puts his all 
into the direction, the slight-
est glance or expression is all 
directed into emphasizing 
the development of the char-
acters’ relationships.

The focus is on Eugene 
Brancoveanu, the tortured 
and cursed Rigoletto. The 
part is one of the most chal-
lenging; we watch Rigoletto 
go from an obnoxious jester, 
to a caring father, to a cursed 
tortured soul and to a de-
spondent wronged father 
driven mad by vengeance. 
His is a masterful portrayal. 
Couple this with a voice 
that has been described as 
a “force of nature” and you 
are in for a rare experience. 

The cast also includes 
Livermore’s own Kathleen 
Magee, the sweet naïve and 
smitten daughter, Gilda and 
Michael-Paul Krubitzer, the 
supremely arrogant unscru-
pulous womanizing Duke of 
Mantua. The first-rate sup-
porting performers as well 
as the strong chorus rounds 
out this splendid cast. 

This opera is just made 
for the intimate surroundings 
of our beloved Bankhead 
Theater. The performance 
is sung in Italian with Eng-
lish supertitles. Tickets are 
available from the Bankhead 
ticket office or on-line. This 
is a production that will you 
will not forget. 

Thorne for Mayor
Dave Wright 
Pleasanton

Two years ago I support-
ed Jerry Thorne as Mayor 
of Pleasanton.  Today, I 
am  even more determined 
to do so.  Jerry is a doer, a 
careful listener, a thoughtful 
decision maker.   He exhib-
its a vision for Pleasanton 
focused upon improving 
the environment, sensible 
growth, and fiscal respon-
sibility.  

Environmentally, he has 
planned--and reserved funds 
for--the 2015, Phase II con-

struction of Bernal Commu-
nity Park to include playing 
fields and 38 acres of oak 
woodlands, trails and open 
space.  That is in addition 
to partnering with EBRPD 
to secure Castleridge,  231 
acres of open space along 
Pleasanton Ridge, not to 
mention his adoption of a 
Parks and Recreation Master 
plan which will include new 
dog parks, tennis courts, turf 
fields, and a community 
center.  Jerry also adopted a 
Recycled Water Master Plan.  

Growth in Pleasanton he 
has kept sensible:  He modi-
fied our "growth manage-
ment policies" by limiting 
new housing permits to 235 
annually.  That is the lowest 
in Pleasanton's history.  Jerry 
is also fiscally wise.  His 
“value for money” ensures 
Pleasanton receives the most 
for its investments.  While 
sensitive to debt reduction 
(note the pay-off of the 
Callippe Golf Course debt, 
freeing the City of construc-
tion debt for the first time 
since 1970), Jerry supported 
the renovation of the Dolo-
res Bengtson Aquatic Cen-
ter, the 185-unit Kottinger 
Gardens Senior Housing 
Project, and he continues 
to expand opportunities for 
business well being, thus 
fostering job growth. 

I ask every voter to sup-
port me in retaining Jerry 
Thorne as Mayor of Pleas-
anton.

Bothwell for Council
Barbara Mitchell
Livermore

The September 18th issue 
of the Independent had an 
excellent set of interviews 
with the four candidates for 
the Livermore City Council.  
I always find this feature of 
your paper helpful in learn-
ing more about the people 
running.  This year, my 
support will go to Chung 
Bothwell, who articulated a 
major concern of residents 
and taxpayers in Livermore:  
financial stability!  Seldom 
do we find candidates will-
ing to dig deeply into the 
city's finances to discover 
unreported liabilities, as 
Chung has.  I find it very 
disturbing that we taxpayers 
may be on the hook to pay 
$100,000,000 in unfunded 
retirement benefits.  This 
does not appear in the city's 
financial statement.  Worse, 
it is growing by $10,000,000 
a year, of which the city sets 
aside only $2,500,000 a year.  
This debt is unsustainable 
and must be addressed right 
away, lest we wake up one 
day and discover we are 
bankrupt like Detroit or 
Stockton.  

Chung Bothwell does not 
want to cut benefits for cur-
rent retirees, but she wants 
to develop a financial plan 
to bring the city's debts into 
balance with its assets.  As 
a financial analyst for Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory for over 30 years 
and Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the UNCLE 
Credit Union, she is well  
qualified to address these 
challenges.  

There are many other rea-
sons to support Chung Both-
well.  I know her dedication 
to keeping the city vibrant 
and affordable, her work 
with youth as a Volunteer 
Judge at the Tri Valley Youth 
Court, and her optimism for 
sustainable growth and job 
development.  Learn more 
about Chung Bothwell at her 

website bothwell4livermore.
com.

Please join me in voting 
for a strong independent 
voice on the City Council:  
Chung Bothwell.

Response to Letter
Robert J. Woods
Livermore

A recent letter from Paul 
Anderson addressed the 
painful aspects of dread-
ful treatment of the native 
populations of North & 
South America from about 
year 1500 and subsequent 
centuries---no doubt exists 
of the abuses; however, 
Mr. Anderson uses allega-
tions from "Professor Ward 
Churchill of Colorado Uni-
versity" to emphasize his 
letter statements.

It would be difficult to 
make a worse choice to 
quote than Ward Churchill 
as a spokesperson---he has 
been dismissed by Crow, 
Shoshone and Cherokee 
tribal councils as a fraud, 
pretender and without one 
shred of evidence to sup-
port his claimed "Indian 
Heritage" of several differ-
ent tribes ----Mr Churchill 
claimed he was a member 
of the US Army Rangers and 
made great contributions to 
the military in Vietnam---the 
Ranger organization and 
the US Army can find no 
evidence to verify he was 
ever in that group----Mr 
Churchill did have close 
association with Russell 
Means, an American Indian 
activist who was convict-
ed and sentenced for the 
murder of two FBI agents 
in an ambush at Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota in the 
1970's---hardly a sterling 
recommendation for citizen 
of the year. Mr. Churchill 
consulted and quoted Mal-
colm X, the radical Islamic 
who advocated black su-
periority and  race war and 
was subsequently assassi-
nated by his own supporters.
Mr Churchill has lost all 
credibility and his claimed 
professorship "soap-box" 
rescinded due to plagiarism, 
lies and fraud.

Mr Anderson continues 
his inaccurate statement 
when he states "10's of mil-
lions of Native Americans" 
were killed--many hundreds 
of recognized archeological 
studies---- from the Arctic 
and Canada down through 
the US and to the tip of 
South America have shown 
the entire Native popula-
tions never exceeded six 
to eight million; made up 
of tribes of anywhere from 
two thousand to one hundred 
thousand. It is also fact that 
many of the native popula-
tions and established living 
areas, simply died out or 
completely vanished without 
the assistance of the dreaded 
European influence-- by 
inter-tribal war,  famine, 
drought , poor resource man-
agement or disease---even 
the contribution of disease 
as being "only one-way" 
---from European to Indian-
-has been shown to be inac-
curate---example: studies of 
remains indicate the Indians 
gifted the Europeans with 
Syphilis---not vice-versa.

It might be considered 
poetic justice that the Euro-
peans (primarily Sir Walter 
Raleigh) were delighted to 
return from their voyages 
with a "gift" from the Indi-
ans of a strange leaf called 
tobacco---that has certainly 
killed billions world wide-

-- (and continues to do so)--- 
without any racial prejudice.

My comments are not 
meant to be demeaning-
--however; I believe the term 
"Native American" is much 
abused and misused---it is 
an accepted fact there are 
NO natives of the Amer-
icas----the "wanderers" 
stumbled over from Siberia 
and Mongolia----established 
their cliques and tribes and 
promptly began making 
war on each other, (not to 
mention driving several 
animal species to extinction) 
possibly ten thousand years 
before Leif Eriksson and 
his Vikings or Columbus, 
et. al.  made the scene. All 
of which makes it fair to 
ask----just what use in the 
broad scheme of things is 
the human race? 

Creek Clean-up
Terry and Gayle McCune 

On September 20th the 
City of Livermore hosted the 
"Tri-Valley Creeks to Bay 
Clean-up."  At our section of 
the Arroyo Mocho between 
Holmes St. and Arroyo Rd. 
we had close to 40 volun-
teers from the community 
cleaning our open space of 
trash and other man made 
items large and small.  

Our thanks goes out to 
all the volunteers especially 
to Tony Farmer and the Boy 
Scouts of Troop 906 and 
Lynna Allen with the City 
of Livermore without their 
help we could not have done 
a fraction of the work needed 
to save our creek. 

No on BB
Doug Mann
Livermore 

I’ll be voting "no" on 
Measure BB, the doubling 
of County transportation 
sales tax.  Even though the 
current tax won’t expire for 
almost 8 years, the County 
has decided to extend and 
increase it much too soon, 
offering the same old empty 
promises.

If it passes, Alameda 
County will have the high-
est tax rate in California at 
9.5%.  This opportunistic 
ploy is virtually identical to 
the one they tried in 2012 
which received less than 
50% Valley-wide at the bal-
lot.  The term is way too 
long, it’s still just as regres-
sive, and none of the benefits 
are guaranteed.

The Alameda County 
Transportation Commission 
will promise anything to 
get our votes.  In addition, 
they crafted Measure BB 
with tricky clauses that al-
low them to reallocate “The 
Plan’s” expenditures at will. 
For example, the BART 
money they promise (again) 
is so mired in contingencies 
that it may not actually be 
spent here.  If not, all that 
money goes back into the 
ACTC budget with little 
chance of recovery locally.  
We give them the tax, and 
they spend it elsewhere.

The ACTC cannot solve 
our traffic headaches with 
more sales tax funding.  
Their methods are old, tired 
and ineffective. The actual 
cause of congestion is rooted 
in the imbalance of jobs and 
housing.  The ACTC is not 
equipped to address this; 
in fact, they are the wrong 
agency to even take on such 
a task.  We shouldn’t give 
them a pay raise to continue 
to fund the wrong things. 
NoOnBB.com
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“End Alzheimer’s”

Are You My Forever Home?
Saturday, 

October 11th
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

In Partnership with

Laughter. Hope. Brotherhood.
Sisterhood. A common goal.

There truly is nothing as powerful
as a group of individuals working

as on to support �nding a cure
for Alzheimer’s disease.

Join us on October 11th for a our 
�rst annual Yard Sale & Bake Sale

featuring household goods, home
decor, furniture, tools, sporting
goods, toys, home baked goods

and more!

Become a champion. Together
we can work toward a world
without Alzheimer’s disease!

Call 925-846-8283  
to get more information.

5980 Sunol Boulevard
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Yard Sale & Bake Sale

A Fundraising Event Supporting 
The Alzheimer’s Association

place the remaining cash in 
a special fund. The special 
fund could be used for a one 
time operating program or 
capital project. There would 
be no restriction on how the 
money could be spent.

During the public hear-
ing. Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce CEO Scott Raty 
suggested that the money 
might be used to provide 
artificial surfaces and add 
lighting to sports fields. The 
artificial surfaces would 
help during the drought. He 
stated. "Option three pro-
vides the greatest flexibility 
for the council to determine 
where the money goes."

Staff recommended that 
the council require construc-
tion of the units.

There were several votes 
on the issue. Karla Brown 
made a motion to go with the 
third option, citing the desire 
for flexibility in determin-
ing how to use the money. 
The motion failed 2-3 with 
Cheryl Cook-Kallio, Jerry 
Pentin and Kathy Narum 
voting "no." 

The final motion, made 
by Mayor Jerry Thorne, sup-
ported option 3. The caveat 
was added that staff would 
work with the school district 
to determine if there were 
a project that would help 
students that the city could 
help fund. 

The vote was 3 to 2 with 
Cook-Kallio and Pentin op-
posed.

In making her motion, 
Brown argued that there 
were sufficient numbers 
of affordable units com-
ing on line as part of other 
developments. "This is an 
unusual negotiation and a 
bit of a windfall for the city. 
We could decide on the uses 
for the money in the future."

Pentin said he could have 
supported the motion if the 
money were split 50-50 into 
the low income housing fund 
and the special fund. 

Cook-Kallio stated that 
she wanted the units built. 
She noted that the council 
continues to give lip ser-
vice to providing affordable 
housing, but has done noth-
ing to address the need. Now 
the decision is to take away 
52 units when we desper-
ately need entry level and 
workforce housing. 

She added that if the rest 
of the council preferred tak-
ing the money, she would 
like to see the second op-
tion approved. She said that 
money earmarked to as-
sist lower income residents 

could be used to make a 
difference now. She pointed 
out that the school district 
has talked about the need to 
provide services to students 
who may not have access 
to technology or places to 
study. "Some money could 
be provided to those kinds 
of services," she said.

Mayor Jerry Thorne said 
that he wanted to see all 
of the options on how the 
money might be spent before 
committing funds. He said 
that the special fund could 
help to provide housing for 
seniors or to help finance 
Sunflower Hill.

The goal of Sunflower 
Hill is to create a sustain-
able, special needs com-
munity for individuals and 
families seeking program-
ming and residential options. 

Narum, who at first sup-
ported option 2, wanted all 
of the funds targeted towards 
affordable housing. For ex-
ample, she pointed out that 
the city has committed $10 
million towards the develop-
ment of the Kottinger Place 
senior affordable housing. 
However, the final numbers 
are not in; additional funds 
may be needed. 

She was told that option 
3 would allow that.

Cook-Kallio continued 
to argue for money to be set 
aside to assist students.

Pentin said that he hadn't 
come to the meeting with a 
list of items that he would 
like to see receive money. 
"If the school district comes 
to the city and says it has 
a need, we could support 
it. I just don't want to do it 
tonight."

RECIPROCAL SER-
VICES

The council approved a 
Tri-Valley Intergovernmen-
tal Reciprocal Services Mas-
ter Agreement. The agree-
ment includes the cities of 
Dublin and Livermore along 
with Dublin San Ramon 
Services District and Zone 7.

Under the agreement, 
the agencies would work to 
create a process that would 
allow two or more of the 
parties to formally work to-
gether on an as needed, task 
specific basis. Tasks could 
involve sharing equipment, 
expertise or materials to 
more efficiently use resourc-
es and avoid duplication.

 The agreement does not 
create a separate legal en-
tity; rather, it provides a 
means for the agencies to 
cooperate.

CASH
(continued from page one)

he decided to run for a seat 
on the city council after 
negotiating a reduction in 
density in a development 
near his home in the Ha-
cienda Business Park. "It 
opened my eyes to bigger 
issues. I was not fully aware 
of the implications of RHNA 
(regional housing needs 
assessment) and plans for 
growth," he stated.

The bottom line is that 
growth has a great deal of 
impact. He noted there were 
1807 units allowed under 
the rezonings that are part 
of a lawsuit settlement that 
requires the city to meet its 
RHNA numbers. 

"The city has met its re-
zoning requirements through 
2023. Yet, the city continues 
to plan for development 
on the eastside. It doesn't 
make sense to plan for more 
growth when the city has 
meet its RHNA numbers," 
he stated.

Bowen said it gets back 
to quality of life. Most agree 
that overcrowded schools 
are a key issue. In addition, 
the city is facing the most 
severe water restrictions 
in the Bay Area. The city's 
resources are being spent on 
planning the eastside, when 
there are these other issues, 
he added.

 He noted that the current 
general plan calls for higher 
density in the city center 
feathering out to the urban 
growth boundary (UGB). 
Current plans on the east-
side, which is at the edge 
of the city, doesn't meet 
that requirement. It is not in 
keeping with the long time 
vision of how development 
would occur in the city.

Bowen sa id  growth 
should occur in the "spirit" 
of the housing cap. He said 
that some eastside devel-
opment would be okay. It 
should not take place until 
after schools and water is-
sues are dealt with.

Traffic is an issue. There 
is a proposal as part of the 
eastside plan to extend El 
Charro to Stanley Blvd. 
The cost is estimated at $60 
million. The only way to 
pay for it would be to ask 
developers to offset the cost. 
Bowen states, "It makes no 
sense to me to add popula-
tion in order to solve a traffic 
problem. 

"Infusion of develop-
ment is like a sugar high. 
You receive the money, but 
don't see the impacts." He 
would work with the school 
district to solve the issue of 
overcrowded schools.

Bowen said that he be-
lieves in affordable housing. 
There is an aging popula-
tion living on set incomes. 
Younger people cannot af-
ford the housing. "We need 
to require developers to 
build more inclusionary 
housing. Transit oriented 
development (TOD) is also 
important. Pleasanton is 
one of the most accessible 
cities in the East Bay. It is a 
crossroads with two BART 
stations. It makes sense to 
build TOD where workers 
can live close to transit, he 
stated.

If the housing were not 
built as part of a develop-
ment and the developer 
chose to pay an in lieu fee, 
Bowen suggests that the 
funds could be used to pro-
vide senior housing and to 
rehabilitate older neighbor-
hoods.

Bowen pointed out that 
there is a whole lot of hous-
ing in Dublin. To some ex-

tent, Pleasanton provides 
the jobs. He would like to 
see RHNA housing numbers 
assigned on a regional basis. 

Measure BB, on the No-
vember ballot, would in-
crease and extend the sales 
tax to finance transportation 
projects.

He will personally vote 
"no" on Measure BB. "If 
they approve it, I'm fine 
with it," he said. "I believe 
in people deciding major 
issues," he added.

He said his decision to 
vote "no" was a tough one. 
He weighed the benefits to 
Pleasanton versus the cost. 
He believes that the eco-
nomic benefits to Pleasanton 
are not there. Bowen noted 
that he supports BART to 
Livermore, the widening of 
Highway 84, street repair. 
"How those are financed is 
the issue. I have a hard time 
pushing the payment to fu-
ture generations."

There is a long and tan-
gled history related to water. 

The simple answer, Bowen 
said would be to contract 
with a different agency to 
provide water. "It appears 
that through Zone 7, Pleas-
anton is not getting competi-
tive delivery service.

"In the long term, there 
should be an effort to plan 
for a sustainable water sup-
ply. It's a complex issue," he 
comments.

There are two kinds of 
businesses Bowen would 
like to attract. One type 
would locate in business 

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one)

(continued on page 6)



PAGE 6 - The Independent, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

parks. His concern is the 
length of time it takes to ob-
tain a decision for those who 
want to move into the Haci-
enda Business Park. He says 
Pleasanton has a bad brand 
now with a slow response to 
request for permits creating 
a disadvantage to bringing in 
jobs. He is looking at bring-
ing in high paying jobs as a 
way to match employment 
with housing costs.

The second type of busi-
ness would locate in the 
downtown. He would like 
to see a theater, perhaps 
something like the Vine in 
Livermore. More night life 
would be good.

He is concerned that the 
historic character of the 
downtown could slip away. 
The historic charm is unique. 
"I would work with property 
owners to help them be good 
stewards of historic proper-
ties," he states.

When it comes to Mea-
sure PP, the ridgeland pro-
tection initiative, he says 
the people made the right 
decision. He supports the 
effort to clarify its provi-
sion. He would then place 
the clarifying language on 
the ballot.

Bowen is very active in 
the community. He founded 
Impact Teen Drivers, which 
looks at ways to prevent 
distracted driving accidents. 
The organization has be-
come a national model, ad-
opted by other states.

He serves on the Living 
Donors Committee work-
ing to bring attention to the 
issue. 

Bowen organized a con-
cert of Wounded Warriors 
that raised funds to help six 
servicemen. 

He has been Chief Mar-
keting Officer for a national 
insurance company, prin-
cipal of one of the larg-
est California-domiciled 
insurance brokerages, and 
more recently a consultant to 
insurance corporation senior 
management. 

More information can be 
found at Bowen4council.
com.

Kathy Narum was elect-
ed to the council to replace 
Jerry Thorne when he was 
chosen by voters to serve 
as mayor.

Narum says that it is 
important to her to continue 
to foster a business friendly 
climate, not just trying to at-
tract businesses, but working 
to retain them.

Pleasanton came through 
the recession well, which 
demonstrated the strength 
of the basic economy, she 
points out. Revenues are 
strong, making it possible 
for the city to do things resi-
dents want. There is money 
in the capital improvement 
fund to build projects, not 
just maintain what is already 
available. She credits staff 
with planning ahead for a 
recession by instituting a 
soft hiring freeze and really 
managing expenses. "The re-
sults speak for themselves," 
she stated.

Pleasanton is uniquely 
situated at the crossroads 
of 580 and 680. In addi-
tion, Pleasanton benefits 
from two BART stations. 
She makes the point that 
the location of the stations 
provides an opportunity to 
create a more urban life-
style for younger workers. 
She points out that her own 
daughters prefer living in 
San Francisco or Berkeley 
because of the urban feel. 

Narum says she has seen 
a shift in how business is 
viewed in the city. People 
recognize the money busi-
ness brings helps to create 
the quality of life. The city is 
doing a better job processing 
applications faster. 

Narum serves on the 
city's Economic Vitality 
Committee. She thinks the 
city can improve its recruit-
ing and  retention of busi-
nesses. One way would be 
to help repurpose a building 
for a new use, making it easy 
to accomplish. "I believe 
businesses want certainty, 
consistency and clarity," 
she stated.

She served as a mem-
ber of the task force that 
reviewed the current hous-
ing element. The task force 
was given a year to rezone 

enough land to meet the 
settlement requirements 
of a lawsuit challenging 
the city's housing cap. "We 
tried to distribute the units 
around the city. There was 
a real effort to be respectful 
of neighborhoods. Given the 
timeline, I think we did a 
good job," she states, noting 
that all of the applications 
to the council have been 
approved by a 5 to 0 vote. 
"We insisted they look like 
Pleasanton and provide ame-
nities that would enhance 
the quality of life of people 
living in the developments."

Recently, Narum joined 
the majority in approving the 
newest housing element. "I 
was not willing to risk being 
sued again," she stated. 

On the eastside, Narum 
notes that the general plan 
calls for creation of a spe-
cific plan for the area. A task 
force has been working on a 
plan. To stop it in its tracks 
would be a disservice to 
them and the community.

"The good news is that 
the city does not have to 
rezone additional land to 
meet its RHNA numbers. 
On the eastside, that allows 
us to go back and rethink 
what might be good there 
if there are other options 
that make more sense." She 
added that the task force is 
looking at options ranging 
from no build to 1700 units. 
Perhaps a senior or a special 
needs community could be 
considered.

Another reason to pre-
pare a specific plan relates 
to the fact that some of the 
property in the area has 
underlying zoning for hous-
ing. It makes more sense 
to create an overall plan to 
determine where roads are 
built. Schools need to be ad-
dressed. "I have no problem 
putting the final plan on the 
ballot and letting residents 
decide if it is what they want. 
The area is too important not 
to do so," she stated.

Placing the entire plan on 
the ballot would also address 
issues related to the UGB, 
whether it should or could 
be moved to accommodate 
any plan for the area, Narum 
commented.

She expressed concern 
regarding affordable units. 
The city is responsible for 
zoning and for making sure 
if a builder comes in, that 
the application is processed 
in a timely manner. The city 
has used development agree-
ments to negotiate the inclu-
sion of affordable housing in 
exchange for such things as 
a ten year timeline during 
which a development could 
be constructed. "We need 
to make sure we get what 
we want when it comes to 
affordability," she added. 
Two of the development 
agreements include an op-
tion to pay an in lieu fee. The 
final decision rests with the 
council, not the developer.

The in lieu fund can help 
to pay for such things ad 
housing renovation, assis-
tance for first time home-
buyers, and an opportunity 
to purchase units that have 
a sunset clause on afford-
ability.

Narum supports Measure 
BB now that it includes a 
sunset clause. She added 
that her perspective on such 
issues has changed since she 
has served on the council. "I 
look at what's good for the 
community, not what I think 
is good as a taxpayer." The 
measure includes funds to 
widen Highway 84, extend-
ing BART to Livermore, 
street repairs, paratransit, 
transit, and bike and pedes-
trian trails. "It is a compre-
hensive plan," she stated, 
noting that widening 84 and 
extending BART will help 
alleviate cut-through traffic 
in the city.

Water is an issue. The 
city's number one priority 
has been to implement the 
use of more recycled water. 
The goal would be to have 
recycled water for use on 
the sports park and in the 
Hacienda Business Park 
by July 2015. In the future, 
there are plans to extend the 
infrastructure to the city's 
golf course and to the Bernal 
Park.

She says the city has 
done a good job with its 
drought center in assisting 

resident to deal with the 
required reduction in water 
usage. New projects could 
be plumbed for recycled 
water. Drought tolerant land-
scape and homes fitted with 
low flow fixtures should 
be considered. Discussions 
with Zone 7 would look at 
the system. All options cost 
money. There is a need to 
understand the options. 

Narum says of Measure 
PP, "It's pretty clear to me 
that people want the hills 
and ridgelands protected. 
We were unable to come 
up with an ordinance that 
addressed the provisions of 
Measure PP. 

In the downtown, Narum 
would like to redo the spe-
cific plan. She likes a recent 
recommendation by a task 
force that allows restaurants 
to stay open later and pro-
vide live music. "We're our 
own unique entity. People 
want more diversification in 
restaurants and businesses. 
There are a lot of things go-
ing on that provide reasons 
to come downtown."

She lists as her priori-
ties continuing carefully to 
manage growth, enhance 
the  public schools, ensure 
public safety and a vibrant 
downtown.

She is proud of her en-
dorsement list, which in-
cludes people from differing 
political views.

More information can be 
found at www.kathynarum.
com.

Arne Olson termed out 
of the Planning Commission 
after serving eight years. He 
decided to bring what he has 
learned to the council.

He sees growth as the 
major issue facing the city. 
"Pleasanton gave it a fight 
trying to protect the 29,000 
housing cap. We lost. Now 
we have to deal with RHNA 
in setting the growth rate," 
he notes. The 235 permits 
per year is based on the 
RHNA numbers divided by 
eight, the length of a RHNA 
cycle. 

The city is legally bound 
by development agreements 
to build the housing ap-
proved as part of the rezon-
ings. People are concerned 
about all of it coming in. 
However, Olson noted that 
based on the number of units 
occupied, plus those under 
construction and all of the 
rezoned areas, the city is 
looking at 29,600 units, just 
slightly over what was the 
envisioned cap. "The likeli-
hood they will all be built 
is extremely low," he adds.

On the eastside, he sup-
ports continuing to carefully 
plan for the area. He favors 
a slow growth policy, keep-
ing development within the 
UGB. Current property own-
ers have expectations. Plan-
ning provides an opportunity 
to work with the owners to 
do interesting things with 
parks, trails and recreational 
uses. "A task force is looking 
at eight alternatives, with 
the largest around 1700 
units. The current council 
would not go along with 
2200 units. That number of 
units would not be needed to 
have an economically viable 
plan,"he said.

He suggested that hous-
ing for seniors would be one 
option for the eastside. They 
have no impact on schools 
and less impact on traffic. 

Olson favors inclusion-
ary housing. Despite a court 
ruling that said cities could 
not require landlords to set 
rents, Olson said the city is 
still in a position where it 
can negotiate to include low 
and very low income units 
in developments in both for 
sale and rental.

If a developer opts to pay 
an in lieu fee rather than 
build, Olson said the money 
should definitely go towards 
providing workforce hous-
ing. He would not use the 
money for such things as 
finishing a park.

Olson would bring a 
background in finance to 
the council. He believes that 
would be helpful in dealing 
with the city's unfunded li-
ability. The problem is not 
unique to Pleasanton. It is 
one that needs to be solved 
over time. Olson would not 
support making any changes 
in pensions promised to cur-

rent employees. New hires 
would be on a different plan, 
asked to pay a fair share 
towards retirement.

High density housing 
was required as part of the 
lawsuit settlement filed by 
Urban Habitat. Olson does 
not contemplate the need to 
zone at 30 units to the acre 
in the future.

Olson is concerned about 
the drought. If there were 
another dry winter, the city 
should revisit its RHNA 
numbers. As for a mora-
torium, the city could not 
institute one on its own. That 
would have to come through 
Zone 7, which would have to 
state that it could not supply 
water. 

Olson is pleased with the 
city's plan to use recycled 
water at the sports park and 
at the Hacienda Business 
Park. "We are not reusing 
water enough. We need to 
do more," he said, suggest-
ing that Zone 7 should look 
at putting non-potable wa-
ter into reservoirs and let 
the water percolate under-
ground. 

He supports Measure 
BB. It provides widening 
highway 84, which hope-
fully will alleviate some of 
the pas-through traffic in the 
city. Money for transit is im-
portant. Many lower income 
people as well as seniors rely 
on it to get around. 

One idea to alleviate traf-
fic in Pleasanton, at least 
twice a day, would be to 
bring back school buses, 
said Olson. 

Measure PP was ap-
proved to protect ridgelines. 
While on the planning com-
mission, Olson suggested 
creating an inventory of the 
location of ridgelands. The 
idea was not supported.

When it comes to jobs 
and business, Olson de-
clares, "I love the down-
town. I want it to remain 
vibrant and a good place 
where small businesses to 
operate." He would like to 
see some form of entertain-
ment. He recalls attending 
the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore one afternoon, 
coming out and walking 
back to his car. "There were 
four different groups play-
ing music. I thought it was 
so cool. We need a way to 
attract people to the Pleas-
anton downtown," he states. 

In the Hacienda Busi-
ness Park, he is looking at 
high tech as well as smaller 
start-ups to provide jobs. He 
would like to see the city 
move faster when there are 
opportunities, or businesses 
will fine a place in Liver-
more or Dublin. "Livermore 
has become a desirable loca-
tion to live. Part of that is 
what has been down with the 
downtown." 

He described himself as 
pro business. He serves on 
the Chamber of Commerce 
board.

His goal if elected would 
be to protect neighborhoods. 
He would keep them strong 
through conservative fiscal 
policies and high levels of 
public safety. People gener-
ally feel safe in Pleasanton.

He does not favor One 
Bay Area, seeing it as one 
more erosion of local con-
trol. 

He said as a council-
member he would try to 
find common ground, try to 
understand opposing points 
of view. In his job as a con-
sultant, he was able to have 
people come together to 
reach agreements.

He believes in protecting 
and maintaining Pleasanton 
neighborhoods as the core 
strength of the community.

For more information, 
go to www.olsoncamp-
aign2014.com

Olivia Sanwong sees 
growth impacts on the city as 
a top issue particularly when 
it comes to housing density 
and the absorption rate. 

"Some of the require-
ments are state mandated. At 
the same time, it is our duty 
to provide housing options," 
Sanwong stated. "We haven't 
been building units to keep 
pace with the region's eco-
nomic growth. Pleasanton 
is a jobs rich community. 
There are two jobs for every 
person living in the city."

She points to the recent 

approval of the Workday 
complex, located near the 
West BART station, as an 
example of a jobs rich proj-
ect that brings a desire for 
people to live where they 
work. Sanwong says there 
is an opportunity to build 
a mixture of housing near 
BART and in the Stoneridge 
area where there are a lot 
of jobs.

Property owners prefer 
not to build below market 
housing, she continues. The 
city could take the money 
they pay in lieu, purchase 
land and partner with a non-
profit to build affordable 
housing. She pointed out 
that 50 percent of the jobs 
in Pleasanton pay a below 
average wage; 78 percent 
of the workforce commutes 
to jobs in the city. Work-
day doesn't just bring high 
paying jobs. There are the 
janitors, cafeteria workers, 
etc. who need housing they 
can afford.

Sanwong notes that the 
city is right where it needs 
to be to meet its RHNA 
numbers. Infrastructure is 
an issue in regard to water, 
schools, traffic, public safety 
services, and city services in 
general. They are all be part 
of a conversation.

The adequacy of water 
is an issue that needs to 
be addressed. Talks with 
Zone 7 should focus on the 
water supply, whether it is 
adequate to sustain develop-
ment in the city. "Water is a 
constrained resource. The 
groundwater basin needs 
to be monitored. I am con-
cerned about how the pieces 
fit together. The public needs 
to be informed and the coun-
cil use the information to 
make thoughtful decisions," 
notes Sanwong.

She expressed concern 
regarding the impact of  the 
current restriction  use on 
businesses, such as restau-
rants. Sanwong points out 
that they are unable to meet 
the required 25 percent re-
duction in use, especially if 
they don't have landscaping.

As housing comes on 
line, the city could assist the 
school district with planning 
by providing information 
about growth and growth 
trends. Education is key to 
the future, she added.

Sanwong supports Mea-
sure BB as a way to obtain 
money for transportation 
that will help the local com-
munity. Transit is key to 
minimizing traffic and get-
ting people to where they 
need to go. A good tran-
sit system could help with 
parking and traffic in the 
downtown. She suggests that 
perhaps a cute trolley could 
be used to bring people to 
the area, rather than having 
them drive.

Measure BB also pro-
vides money to repair roads. 
There are funds for High-
way 84, which if completed 
would be huge in terms of 
reducing cut-through traffic.

She supports continuing 
to plan the eastside not-
ing that a provision in the 
general plan calls for cre-
ation of a specific plan for 
the area. She would like to 
see the planning include a 
start date for building and 
an absorption rate. There 
is the opportunity to have 
developers in the area build 

a tenth elementary school, 
an important amenity that 
needs to be part of the east-
side planning discussion, 
she states.

Sanwong is chairwoman 
of the city's Economic Vi-
tality Committee. She has 
a strong interest in promot-
ing Pleasanton as the place 
for businesses. Along those 
lines, the committee has cre-
ated a brochure listing the 
economic assets showing 
why Pleasanton is a good 
place to locate. It includes 
sections on housing and 
education, including the fact 
that Pleasanton includes a 
highly educated popula-
tion. The brochure promotes 
Pleasanton's location at the 
crossroads of 580/680, with 
two BART stations and an 
ACE station. It points out 
that there are clusters of 
biotech, medical devices and 
info tech located here.

She stated that the city 
has a history of not offering 
incentives to businesses to 
locate in the city, which has 
resulted in businesses look-
ing elsewhere. 

"Small businesses are a 
key to the economy, particu-
larly in the downtown. Let's 
make it easy for them to 
locate there." There is a lack 
of entertainment options. 
There are not a lot of places 
for teens to hangout. A small 
cinema would be excellent.

Measure PP, the ridge-
line protection initiative 
approved by voters, is im-
portant in that it provides 
more opportunities within 
the core transit hubs for 
housing by avoiding build-
ing on hillsides. Measure 
PP  helps to manage sprawl. 
As for its implementation, 
the city council will focus 
on each project to interpret 
its intent. Sanwong says the 
problems with the initiative 
bring a  focus on the need for 
more legislative and judicial 
review of language. 

When it comes to One 
Bay Area, Sanwong doesn't 
see why it is needed. It 
would be nice to have one 
direction coming directly 
from the state with regard 
to population and regional 
growth. The one good aspect 
in One Bay Area is the focus 
on transit.

Sanwong says she be-
lieves she is the best choice 
for council because she is 
knowledgeable about re-
gional issues. She grew up in 
the city and is a member of 
the workforce of today. "It is 
important to connect the past 
and present with the future."

She graduated from Ama-
dor Valley High School 
where she was a member 
of the We the People: The 
Citizen and The Constitution 
Competition Civics pro-
gram. She is now a volunteer 
coach and competition judge 
serving both the Amador 
Valley and Foothill teams. 

She currently works as a 
Global Biotechnology Ana-
lyst at a Fortune 500 firm. 
She describes herself as a 
seasoned business strategist 
experienced in making con-
sultative recommendations 
based on research and data 
analysis. 

More information about 
Olivia Sanwong can be 
found at www.vote4olivia.
com/
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More than sixty brand name stores are participating 
in the upcoming job fair on Tuesday, September 30, 2014, 
10am-3:00pm at the Livermore Premium Outlets, located at 
2774 Livermore Outlets Drive. Participating employers are 
looking to fill over 400 full-time, part-time, and seasonal 
positions that include store managers, assistant managers, 
sales associates, stockroom, custodial staff, and others.

The job fair is a joint collaborative effort of several orga-
nizations in the region including the City of Livermore, Al-
ameda County Workforce Investment Board, Eastbay Works, 
Tri-Valley One-Stop Career Center, and the American Job 
Centers of California, among others. “Livermore Premium 
Outlets is very appreciative that these organizations are so 
supportive in bringing job seekers to our location to assist 
our merchants in their search for quality staff,” stated Dave 
Ackerman, Director of Marketing and Business Develop-
ment for the Livermore Premium Outlets.

The job fair is free and open to the public. Interested 
applicants are encouraged to carpool or take public transit, 
dress in work attire, wear comfortable shoes, bring multiple 
copies of their resumes, be ready for interviews, and have a 
positive attitude. No registration is required for applicants 
to attend this job fair.

For questions or more information, contact Theresa De 
La Vega at (925) 960-4049 or visit the City of Livermore’s 
website at www.cityoflivermore.net.

Livermore Premium 
Outlets to Hold Job Fair
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By Carol Graham
A gorilla. The Pope. A guy getting arrested. Boys fight-

ing. A zebra. A girl on roller skates. 
While these may not readily seem to go together, gar-

den railroad aficionado Terry Paullin has created a capti-
vating, seamless world in which they coexist as naturally 
as flowers and trees. 

On Sunday, October 5th, Paullin is showcasing his 
garden railroad during the first-ever "Trains for Autism" 
fundraiser. The event takes place at 1664 Lodestone 
Road, Livermore. Doors will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

"It's interesting how many children we have known 
who love trains, including our grandson," said event or-
ganizer Phyllis Catania, whose 22-year-old grandson was 
diagnosed with autism at the age of two. "It is definitely 
a common fascination of people with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD). We think it may be the wheels and the 
predictability of movement. A person with ASD can enjoy 
trains alongside their typically-developing peers or sib-
lings, and have fun with their families, too. Activities like 
our event encourage that kind of social integration."

Not to be confused with the charming but simple 
Lionel trains that encircled Christmas trees of yesteryear, 
Paullin's "Great Lodestone Railroad Empire" includes 
1,100 feet of track, four towns, 300 people, 150 struc-

tures, 110 automobiles, four lakes and two ponds, and, of 
course, trains - 16 of them, including two trolleys, which 
wind and chug along the labyrinthine track five at a time 
- all set in pre-1955 America. 

"It's a pretty active layout," said Paullin. "All the 
engines have digital soundboards so they sound really 
good. My thing is detail. I like all the scenes: we've got 
the gas station and a drive-in with hot rods, a wedding 
going on, a farm, two hobo camps, hot air balloons, and a 
scene from Casablanca with Bogie and Lieutenant Louis. 
Last year we didn't have a church; this year we got reli-
gion, so now there's a church in Terry Town."

As homage to the friends who helped him, Paullin has 
named various parts of his empire after them: Hopwood 
Woods, Lake Louie, Johnson Valley and Sharonville, 
among them. 

A massive factory, the Malibu Rum Factory to be 
exact (again named in honor of a treasured accomplice), 
holds center stage. From its towering smokestacks escape 
swirling wisps that periodically erupt in mighty bursts of 
smoke.

"I got the idea from a guy who had a volcano," said 
Paullin, smiling. "That was cool, but this is better."

Admission is $25 per family, and includes sandwich-
es, soda and cookies. While kids enjoy a scavenger hunt 
(which includes but is not limited to the aforementioned 

assortment of characters), grownups can join the raffle. 
"We have color TVs, a vintage gumball machine, and 

a $100 gift certificate to the Vine Cinema and Alehouse," 
said Paullin. "My company, Front Row Cinema, is donat-
ing a basket with ten train movies, candy and popcorn."

Proceeds from the day will be donated directly to 
Autism Speaks, the world's leading autism science and 
advocacy organization. 

"Every reader, either now or in the future, will know 
someone on the autism spectrum," said Catania. "What is 
wonderful about Autism Speaks is their focus on research 
into the most relevant causes of autism spectrum disor-
ders using cutting-edge science. The organization is a tre-
mendous resource for families who have questions about 
diagnosis, interventions, and options available for our 
loved ones on the spectrum, which is a quickly-growing 
population. We hope that families like ours will enjoy this 
event alongside other families and train enthusiasts." 

"This is a worthy cause, and while people are being 
charitable, they're likely to see something they haven't 
seen before," added Paullin. "And, as I like to tell my 
friends, it's great to be nine years old again." 

Information about the organizations can be found at 
Autism Speaks www.autismspeaks.org/ and Bay Area 
Garden Railway Society www.bagrs.org/ 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Terry Paullin works on his trains in preparation for the "Trains for Autism" fundraiser.

Open House Will Raise Funds Through 'Trains for Autism'

The Sunol Glen School 
District, which consists of 
the K-8 Sunol Glen School, 
is administered by a 3-mem-
ber board. Two seats are 
open this November. One 
is being vacated by retir-
ing board incumbent Gerry 
Beemiller. The other is held 
by appointed incumbent Vic-
toria Cloutier, who replaced 
the retired Diane Everett in 
April. Newcomers to the 
contest are residents Don 
Ball, who served for less 
than one year in 2010, and 
Denise Kent Romo.

The Independent asked 
candidates to volunteer per-
sonal data, talk about their 
qualifications  and give their 
views on the Common Core 
curriculum, and their phi-
losophy of education.

Also covered were fis-
cal questions about build-
ing facilities and whether 
the Local Control Funding 
Formula treats Sunol fairly. 
Candidates were offered the 
chance to add anything that 
the interview questions did 
not cover.

Candidates are listed in 
alphabetical order.

DON BALL
Don Ball said that he has 

been involved with Sunol 
Glen School for nearly 13 
years as a parent. Twin boys 
went through the school, and 
are now in high school. His 
daughter is in the 7th grade. 

Ball said that his quali-
fications include more than 
30 years as a part-time adult 
education instructor, as well 
as a software developer. 

Ball was appointed in 
May 2010 to replace Gra-
ham Barnes, who moved 
to San Diego. Ball lost his 
bid for election to the board 
in November 2010, in what 
he called "a contentious 
election."

Ball has been active in 
the parent-teacher organi-
zation, and has served as 
its secretary and treasurer. 
He said he is proud that  
the board increased school 
donations from $54,000 
to $111,000 last year. "We 
have good management and 
fantastic parents," he said.

Only about 20 percent 
of the student body lives 
in Sunol. Others are trans-
fer students, mostly from 
nearby Fremont, though 
some come from Livermore 
and Pleasanton.

Ball said of change, "We 

Three Running for 2 Seats on Sunol School Board
have had advances in medi-
cine and other things. In 
education, we do expect 
improvements, and we really 
haven't seen that. I think it's 
time to try something else."

Ball said that his phi-
losophy of education is con-
nected to his concern that 
the federal government is 
on a spending binge. "We've 
decided we will heap debt on 
our children. It seems to be 
the way the process has been 
for the last 30 or 40 years. 
Then we forget about it."

With the debt having to 
be paid by future genera-
tions, it's important to give 
them the best education 
possible, "because they will 
have to pay off that debt."

As for homework, it is an 
important aspect of educa-
tion, especially in 7th and 
8th grade. The school has 
no homework policy, but 
with his own boys, there is 
homework with rigor that 
lasts a couple of hours.

There are no pressing 
issues at Sunol, although 
Common Core is occupy-
ing attention, because of the 
need to train teachers for the 
change to it. "There has been 
a lot of extra work for teach-
ers. but we've been ahead of 
the curve."

One thing that Ball would 
like to see is institution of a 
coding class at the school. 
"Bill Gates asked on TV 
whether it is time to start 
treating computer languages 
like foreign languages."

Teacher retention is an 
important issue. "We lost a 
lot of teachers over the past 
five years due to commute 
distances to school, and the 
cost of living. "We are a little 
behind on teacher salaries, 
compared to Fremont and 
especially Pleasanton, but 
as funding has returned, we 
gave them a 4.3 percent raise 
across the board last time." 
The board gave no raise 
during the Great Recession.

When more money is 
available from the state, Ball 
would like the see the district 
set a priority for raises.

The school's fiscal situa-
tion is good for building. A 
track was installed not long 
ago, but due to the limited 
space, it doesn't resemble the 
traditional oval, said Ball.

The LCFF funding is 
treating Sunol fairly, said 
Ball.

VICTORIA CLOUT-

IER
Victoria Cloutier serves 

on the school board as an 
appointed incumbent. She 
was born in England, and 
is an American citizen. She 
took a degree at Cambridge 
University in political theo-
ry, then earned a degree at 
the Georgetown University 
School of Foreign Relations. 

Cloutier is married, has 
three children, with two of 
them attending Sunol Glen 
School. She has lived in 
Sunol for three years. She 
keeps rescue dogs, cats and 
horses on her property.

The Local Control Fund-
ing Formula motivated her 
to run for office, because 
"it requires a lot of financial 
savvy." She has worked 
for various tech firms in 
Silicon Valley for more than 
15 years, and says it has 
equipped her with the ability 
to analyze finances.

Common Core standards 
are national, which is im-
portant for uniformity in the 
state-by-state curriculums 
that implement Common 
Core goals. "We want to 
make sure that our children 
are learning the fundamen-
tals of math and language 
arts, so they can compete in 
a global economy." 

Addressing her educa-
tional philosophy, Cloutier 
said that it's important for 
children to receive a broad 
education, in multiple sub-
jects, including humanities, 
arts and music. Education is 
intended to expand minds 
and possibilities. It enables 
people to take part in a par-
ticipating democracy. 

CLoutier said there are 
no pressing issues at Sunol. 
However, she has worked 
with the community on one 
important issue, special edu-
cation. She has two students 
who are special needs stu-
dents.

Cloutier also would like 
to bring back foreign lan-
guages, which she said dis-
appeared several years ago. 
Spanish had been offered, 
which is important, because 
California is so close to 
Latin America. "Foreign 
language is not just for when 
you get to high school. It's 
also important for the global 
economy."

Adding instruction in 
code writing  would be a 
boon. Cloutier said that she 
has started to work with a 
couple of parents who may 

be able to work with code.
org to provide some free in-
struction. Otherwise, teach-
ing code may cost money. 

The school just rolled out 
laptops and i-pads, so it's a 
good time to consider it.

The school is in good 
shape to finance future 
building expansion needs 
and maintenance. "If they 
gave a grade for school 
finances, the school would 
receive an A-plus." Further, 
LCFF funding is working 
out well for programs, said 
Cloutier. "We're a small 
district, and very agile, so we 
can respond to things well."

DENISE KENT ROMO
Denise Kent Romo and 

her husband have lived in 
Sunol for more than two 
years, and have two children 
attending Sunol School.

Romo said that she is 
qualified for the job because 
she has been chosen vice 
president of a parent group, 
and served on the school site 
council, and worked with 
several art teachers there.

Romo earned an Eng-

lish literature degree and a 
master's degree in library 
science. She was formerly 
an English teacher.

With Common Core 
coming on, it's an interest-
ing time in education, which 
sparked her interest in run-
ning for the board. The new 
state funding formula offer-
ing more local control also 
has interesting implications 
for schools, said Romo.

Romo is totally in favor 
of Common Core. "There 
are misconceptions about 
what it is. People are con-
fusing it with curriculum. 
Common Core is about 
goals. We want children to 
learn expository writing; we 
want them to be inquisitive. 
Schools can pick their own 
curriculum."

Romo's philosophy of 
education is that "every 
child has the right to a good 
education, and the same 
education."

There are no "issues" at 
the school, but Common 
Core and the Local Control 
Funding Formula are two 
important topics. With Com-

mon Core, there is a need 
to educate teachers about 
how to teach the curriculum 
that supports the Common 
Core Goals. "It's an ongoing 
process. We just started it," 
said Romo.

When Sunol School 
administrators were inter-
viewed in the screening 
for a Distinguished School 
Award, which was presented 
in 2013, the cooperation of 
the combined second and 
third grade teachers was in 
the spotlight, and they did 
well. Such cooperation il-
lustrates how well-prepared 
teachers are in moving into 
Common Core, said Romo.

The school's finances 
are in good shape. "They 
just bought a new building 
for music. Previously, there 
was a small portable for 
music.  

The Local Control Fund-
ing Formula has been treat-
ing Sunol fairly. Romo likes 
the fact that it gives the 
school "opportunity to de-
termine where we think 
funding might be needed."

Livermore Lawrence Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
Director Bill Goldstein and 
Georgetown President John 
J. DeGioia on Friday re-
newed their institutional 
commitment by signing 
a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) for an ad-
ditional five years to expand 
the collaborative work in the 
areas of cyber security, bi-
osecurity, nonproliferation 
and global climate, energy 
and environmental sciences.

This renewal represents 
a significant expansion of 
an MOU originally signed 
in December 2009 and is 
a framework to broaden 
LLNL collaborations uni-
versity-wide, including the 
Georgetown University 
Medical Center. The new 
MOU expands the fields 
of study to include data 
science and data analytics; 
bio-security; emergency 
and disaster management; 
global climate, energy and 
environment; food safety 
and security; and biotech-
nology (including such 

fields as infectious diseases, 
drug discovery, regenera-
tive medicine, and urban 
resilience).

The LLNL-Georgetown 
partnership has already 
achieved several success-
ful partnerships, including 
the creation and successful 
launch of a master's program 
in emergency and disas-
ter management (EDM), 
which began in fall 2013 
and is now in its second year. 
LLNL also worked with 
Georgetown to establish a 
bio-technology seminar se-
ries and host summer interns 
from the Biotechnology 
Masters of Science Program.

Goldstein said, “This 
agreement advances and 
broadens the areas for co-
operation between our two 
institutions. It helps bring 
together the policy, gov-
ernmental and biomedical 
strengths of Georgetown 
with the science, compu-
tational and engineering 
strengths of Lawrence 
Livermore, to better meet 
the great challenges our na-

tion faces in global security, 
health and education."

The next major objec-
tive targets data analytics. 
Projects include a potential 
collaboration on a new mas-
ter’s degree program, as well 
as working together to cre-
ate a shared computational 
infrastructure leveraging 
LLNL’s high- performance 
computing capabilities.

New collaborations are 
foreseen in biosecurity and 
biotechnology with George-
town University Medical 
Center, in addition to re-
search projects in global 
climate change, energy and 
environment, and food safe-
ty and security.

The two groups will seek 
new funding opportunities to 
establish or expand research 
or educational programs; to 
create centers or institutes of 
interdisciplinary activity; to 
exchange faculty, students, 
and/or research staff; and to 
host events for the purpose 
of advancing scientific and 
scholarly endeavors.

 

Lab Signs New Pact with Georgetown 
That Will Expand Collaboration
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Ten Livermore Aquacowboy (LAC) swimmers are headed 
off to college. The largest senior class in LAC’s history has 
begun a new chapter in their lives. All 10 have chosen to 
attend college with half of them continuing their swimming 
as college athletes. The swimmers have reached national 
levels, traveled and competed in other countries, given 
back to the community with teaching swim clinics for young 
swimmers, assisted at swim camps for the disabled, broke a 
National Public High School record, coached and life guarded 
for local summer teams, been selected to multiple All-Star 
teams, and the list goes on. LAC 2014 graduates pictured are 
(from left) Katie Kulp swimming for Univ. of CA San Diego; 
Trent Trump swimming for Grand Canyon Univ./Arizona; 
Nathan Boas swimming for Santa Rosa College, Sam Yoon 
attending Univ. of CA Los Angeles; Alex Wang attending 
Univ. Of CA Riverside; Bryce McLaggan swimming for Las 
Positas College and pursuing training with the Air Force; 
Alexis Carino attending San Diego State, (not pictured) Haley 
Hamza swimming for Univ. of CA San Diego; Jessica Paul 
attending Univ. of San Diego; and Adrianna Rocha attending 
Sonoma State.

Fusion U7 Boys USA took on the Fire Hawks. Team 
USA played a strong game against the Fire Hawks with 
great ball control and team work. Goals were scored 
by Nolan, Nico, Cooper and Hunter. Duncan and Sean 
from the Fire Hawks played strong defense throughout 
the entire game.

Fireboltz battled the Speedy Tigers. It was a fun game 
with excellent team work and passing throughout the 
game. Scores made by Fireboltz player Shane, Kai, 
Isaiah, Colton, RJ, Eli and Matthew and great defense 
by Patrick. The Speedy Tigers had a great goal made by 
Jimmie followed by great offense by Dylan and defense 
by Owen.

Dylan Gray playing in the Pleasanton BUSC U10 game 
Verona vs. Milan is shown dribbling down field with the 
support of Jake Loeffler.

Orange Pride and Rage Revolution battled in a match 
last week.

Fusion U6 Boys: Dark Knights are having a great season 
so far. The team is gelling well and focusing on learning 
the soccer basics every week. Most importantly they 
are having fun.

West Coast Krush thanking their parents after their big 
win. Pictured from left to right: Kiara Franklin, Mina 
Shokoor, Ciella Seals, Marina Rivera, Madylin Harrell, 
Jillian Barth, Dakota Baird, Hailey Brackett, Arianna 
Butler, Sydney Goodwin, Kira Korsak.

In U6 Boys Fusion Soccer, the Fast Cheetahs played 
well against the Thunderbolts. It was a hard fought 
game and both teams played great. The members of the 
Fast Cheetahs are Joseph Tenca, Brayden Benjamin, 
Ty Rankin, Viggo Jensen, Brandon Hahn, Khalif Ford, 
Caden Romero, and Chasyn Haskins . 

The Livermore Smoke 10U Fall Travel Ball team won the 
USSSA Kickin-It Fastpitch Softball tournament the weekend 
of September 20 at the Pleasanton Sports Park. It was the 
first tournament of the Fall season and the girls hit the 
ground running. Going 3-0 on Saturday winning two games 
in “Walk-off” fashion. In doing so, Smoke 10U earned the #1 
seed for elimination Sunday. The girls from Smoke won their 
semi-final and final games convincingly over San Jose and 
Milpitas outscoring their opponents 21-11. Great pitching 
and powerful hitting was the theme of their victories. This 
team is a product of Livermore Girls Softball Association. 
Team members include Amie Dempsey, Terra Hatcher, 
Audrey Sweet, Jordan Duarte, Lyndsey Wilson, Hannah 
Temple, Kaitlyn Aguilar, Makalah Munoz, Miranda Peters, and 
Alizabeth Ruiz; not pictured Emma Hatcher) (Coaches: Elvis 
Aguilar, Terry Wilson and Dan Ruiz).

Allison DeGuzman (front), Adriana Martz, Alessandro 
Martz (middle), and Alex DeGuzman (back) from Elite 
Taekwondo Academy in Livermore work on their 
Poomsae forms with Team USA Olympic coaches 
during a training session this past weekend at Stanford 
University. 

The Fusion U11G Gold team had another impressive 
weekend of play. Saturday's game against Martinez-
Pleasant Hill FC Lightning was a tight action packed 
game ending in a 0-0 tie. Sunday's game against Bay 
Oaks Bombers Silver 03 was dominated by the Fusion 
girls with goals spread throughout the offensive lineup 
ending with a 5-0 shutout. Pictured is Madison Braswell 
scoring on a long, well placed shot.

Livermore Junior Football League action shows Dylan 
Clinton reaching high for the interception.

Jacob Salhoff runs for the touchdown in the Junior 
Division of the Livermore Junior Football League.

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer 

Club results from last week: 
U10: Verona vs. Milan: Jake Loef-

fler and Nathan Ishaya did a great job 
in defense William Zhai did a great 
job pushing up in midfield. Khilan 
Surapaneni managed to break through 
Milan's defense and get a goal. Top 
Offensive Players: Senyi Yang, William 
Zhai, Hugo Zepeda; Top Defensive 
Players: Nathan Ishaya, Derek Wang, 
Jake Loeffler

U12: Borussia Dortmund 0, 
Eintracht Frankfurt 2: Star defensive 
players were Kyle Neuman, Nick 
Gibson, and Ethan Kuo. Goalie Mason 
Purnell, mastered four saves, strikers, 
Eli Esparaza, Ryan Armstrong, and 
Anthony Mitine did their best to score. 

U16: Cagliari F.C. 9, Livermore Fu-
sion 0: Danny Lopez scored a hat trick 
with one goal a header. Kevin Wiest 
scored twice with one also a header. 
Josh King scored and defensive player 
Donovan Brunk knocked one in from 
way outside the box. Jason Casto and 
Darshanth Naidu scored a goal each. 
Final score, with a another shut out 
thanks to our strong defensive players 
Jonathan Battaglia, Luis Vizueth and 
Yavuz Ozkabak, was 9-0.

Pleasanton Rage
Pleasanton Rage results from 

last week:
Orange Pride continued their 

winning streak with a 4 – 0 win over 
a very competitive Rage Revolution 
team. Orange Pride got off to a slow 
start and struggled against a tough 
Revolution defense. The first half was a 
defensive struggle and both teams had 
limited opportunities in the offensive 
end. Jenna Brown had an easy tap in 
on a feed from Mollie McKay with five 
minutes remaining to give the Orange 
Pride a 1 – 0 lead at halftime.

The Orange Pride regrouped at the 
intermission and came out strong in 

the second half. Mollie McKay made 
a crossing pass to the right side to a 
wide-open Audrey Emmett for a point 
blank shot. The Revolution gained 
their composure and had sustained 
pressure on the Orange Pride and 
created several good chances on net. 
Erika Shinn came up big with several 
key saves during the Revolution push. 
Mollie McKay was able to dribble past 
several Revolution defenders and put 
the ball past the Revolution keeper 
to make the score 3 – 0 with fifteen 
minutes to play. The Orange Pride 
continued with their offense pressure 
and Mollie McKay found Jenna Brown 
at the top of the box and she blasted a 
shot in the top corner to make the final 
score 4 – 0. Offensive players: Mollie 
McKay, Audrey Emmett, Carly Field: 
Defensive players: Emma Tsztoo, 
Alexandra Greth, Summer Reeves

Pleasanton Rage97 Orange 2, 
Almaden FC Quicksliver 97G Black 
0: The game was intense from the start, 
with multiple shots on goal. In the first 
half, Ashley Groth from Pleasanton 
Rage97 crossed a ball to center and 
Carly Andrada headed it in for the 
first goal. In the second half, Ashley 
Groth crossed a ball high and up to the 
right corner for a second goal. It was 
a shut out for Rage goalkeeper Siena 
Moca, thanks to agressive back line 
defenders: Avery Mahdavi, Louisa 
DuBose, and Julie Hamblin.

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Soccer results form last 

week include the following:
West Coast Wrath U14 girls 

stayed at the top of the league with a 
convincing 5-0 win over Pleasanton 
Rage Orange. The team coached by 
Kendra Perry included Kylie Karter, 
Francesca Hyde, Camryn Hunsinger, 
Steffanie Angelo, Allyssa George, 
Abby Hoobing, Savannah Seals, 
Sydney Myers, Kate Wallace, Brianne 

Radliff, Tyler Enderlein, Janessa San-
chez, Lindsey Philips, Kaylie Lawsen, 
Kaila Vasconez, and Regan Mah. 

 Wrath started the first half strongly 
and took an early 1-0 lead after Savan-
nah trapped Tyler’s pass and fired home 
her first goal. Rage pushed forward 
and the Wrath defense soaked up 
some early pressure. Brianne made 
a couple of good saves and helped 
settle Wrath into a passing game. 
Wrath added a second goal after some 
heavy pressure, when Tyler crossed 
the ball across the penalty area and 
Kate slotted the ball into the net with 
her left foot. Just before the end of 
the half, Camryn passed the ball out 
of defense, which enabled Janessa to 
dance around the Pleasanton defend-
ers and pass to Savannah to make it 
3-0. In the second half, Pleasanton 
continued to work hard to get back 
in the game. The Wrath defenders 
Regan, Kaylie, Lindsey, Steffanie 
and Fran all worked hard to keep the 
clean sheet, with Fran adding pressure 
to the attack with some nice runs and 
passes. Steffanie and Regan kept calm 
in central defense and made some key 
clearances. Kylie and Camryn played 
well in their holding midfield roles and 
helped keep the pressure on Rage. The 
pressure paid off when Kate added her 
second goal of the game. Kaila, Abby 
and Sydney also pressured the Rage 
defense. Rage continued to soak up 
pressure and push forward when they 
could, but Savannah finished the game 
with a hat-trick after a fine individual 
goal. The game finished with a 5-0 
win to Wrath.

U16 Wonder, After placing 
second at US Club Soccer Nationals 
in late July, U16 Wonder took some 
much needed rest from competition to 
reset and prepare for their upcoming 
season. The U16 Wonder showed the 
rewards of their off season training 
when they took on both Castro Valley 
and Almaden FC Saturday and Sunday 
respectively.

A fired up West Coast Wonder 
lined up against long time foe, Castro 

Valley. The first half was indeed a battle 
as every time Wonder pushed up into 
scoring territory, the defense would 
push back just as hard. Both teams 
were meticulous in their game almost 
entirely through the first half until 
Madison Gannon of Wonder forced a 
defensive mistake by the Castro Val-
ley defense then capitalized on it by 
streaking to the goal to put West Coast 
ahead 1-0 at halftime.

The second half brought more 
intensity on the field as Wonder contin-
ued its excellent field communication 
and sharp ball control. Despite their 
play, Castro Valley managed a tie goal 
at the end of the second half ending 
the game in a tie.

Not satisfied with the outcome 
of Saturday, Wonder showed up 
Sunday to take on Almaden FC with 
increased desire and intensity. Wonder 
pushed forward aggressively toward 
the Almaden goal creating good op-
portunities early. Despite their highly 
physical opponents, the West Coast 
girls kept their sights set on playing 
good soccer and working the ball 
forward every chance they could. This 
allowed Lauren Sandy to find the feet 
of Madison Gannon who buried it in 
the net to put West Coast ahead 1-0.

During the second half the West 
Coast defense stayed compact when 
needed and worked the ball out of 
their area with expertise and preci-
sion. The midfield managed the field 
and outplayed their opponents with 
accurate passes and well placed runs. 
When the final whistle blew, the West 
Coast Wonder had not only sealed a 
win but with the help of keepers Sonia 
Nichols and Stevie Sobers, they also 
earned the shutout.

West Coast Wild U17 National 
Champions were back in action after an 
extended break post winning US Club 
National Championship in July with 
three games in three days. Friday night 
West Coast took on local club Mustang 
for Bay Area supremacy. West Coast 
would strike first with a goal from 
Sydni Lunt, Mustang would rebound 

with a goal of their own off of a set 
piece. Wild found the net with a shot 
from Emilie Allum in the 52 minute 
putting Wild up again 2-1. Mustang 
rallied back to tie it up in the second 
half. West Coast pushed on again for 
the win as Kasidee Wiley’s whipping 
corner kick was too much to handle 
bending in past Mustang’s GK for the 
game winner. 

Saturday Wild played in their first 
ever CYSA game as they traveled to 
Ajax East Bay. Wild went to work early 
scoring in the 2nd minute and again 
in the 11th minute with both goals by 
Sydni Lunt assisted by Emilie Allum 
and Autumn Smithers. Kasidee Wiley 
and Melissa Ellis would put two more 
past East Bay before the half, assists 
coming from Tori Nicolo and Hanna 
Beauchamp. Second half started out 
just as strong for West Coast Wild as 
Rachel Tungol scored a nice header 
goal from a cross from Kasidee Wiley 
following that up Melissa Ellis hit the 
mark 55 minutes into the game with 
another great assist from Wiley. Emilie 
Allum hammered home a header goal 
and Wiley would get her hat trick 
finishing two more before the whistle 
blew. Wild posted a strong statement 
in the new CRL playing league with 
a 9-1 result. 

On Sunday, Wild played their first 
State Cup game since winning the 
2013/14 State Championship taking on 
Delta Firestorm. Goals from Sydney 
Lunt, Mariah McDuffie, and Kasidee 
Wiley helped the Wild get a 3-0 win 
to start the new campaign for a State 
Cup three peat.

West Coast Fury U12 completed 
the opening round of State Cup play 
Sunday as they rolled by Ajax of 
Modesto 6-1. The victory allowed Fury 
to take the top spot in flight “D” with 
a perfect 3-0-0 record and run their 
winning streak to10 straight games.

Ajax took the early 1-0 lead within 
the first 5 minutes of the match. West 
Coast got the equalizer on a Trinity 
Sandridge tally. Fury continued pep-
pering the goal and took the lead a 
short time later when Kelena Brongiel 
cracked a shot to the back of the net 
off an Emily Hunt assist. Fury would 
score one more before the break as 
Leela Amin made it a 3-1 affair as 
Sandridge was credited with the assist.

In the second half, it was all Fury 
as they found a rhythm and within the 
first 5 minutes of the second half West 
Coast made it 4-1 as Bella Romero 
found Kristina Orbegoso inside the 
6-yard-box and she slotted it home. 
Kelena Brongiel netted the next two 
goals to record a Hat Trick; one un-
assisted and the other off a Kaleigh 
Castillo pass.

U14B West Coast Warriors 
played Central Marin in State Cup 
Play. The Warriors had many chances 
but were unable to goal. First half 
they finished with 10 shots the best 
chance coming off a shot from Chris 
Barron where the goalkeeper made an 
outstanding reaction save by swiping 
the ball away. In the second half there 
were more saves. There were 5 balls off 
the post and a loose ball was struck by 
a Marin player giving them the lead. 
West Coast began to press more and 
Marin scored on a counter late. West 
Coast was able to score late in the game. 

On Sunday morning, West Coast 
Krush had a tough battle to finish out 
their first round of the NorCal State 
Cup playing against a very physical 
Alternativo FC Little Brasil team. 
Both teams battled in the first half, 
but neither team could get the ball to 
go into the net. After halftime, Little 
Brasil scored the first goal of the game 
on a break-away, taking a 1-0 lead. At 
the 35 minute mark, Krush answered 
back as Kira Korsak dished to Mina 
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The Fusion U9 Boys Maroon defeated San Ramon Azuri 
1 to 0 over the weekend to extend their unbeaten record 
in league play. The boys are now 3-0 sitting on top of the 
table. The team has yet to concede a goal thanks to a 
extremely strong defense comprised of Max Thompson, 
Parker Warner, Marco Wilde, and Andrei Gran and 
goalkeepers Alistair Bealer and Gabe Henninger. On 
offense, the team controls the ball well and makes the 
most of scoring opportunities. Tyler Marta scored the 
winner on Saturday with a beautiful 20 foot chip over the 
opposing goalkeeper. Dylan Voelker (pictured), Randy 
Pico, Mohammed Diah, Tate Barentsen and Jacob 
Johnson provided their usual stellar play helping the 
boys to maintain their solid start.
 

Pictured is Savannah Seals of the West Coast Wrath 
U14 girls taking on the Pleasanton Rage Orange defense 
during Wrath’s 5-0 win.

West Coast Wonders' Madison Gannon is greeted by 
teammates Lesley Jimenez and Amanda Silviera after 
scoring a goal against Castro Valley.

Kasidee Wiley scores two goals off corner kicks and 
leads the way for team West Coast Wild with 4 goals 
and 4 assists over the weekend.

The Livermore Fusion U10 Boys Gold team had a 
great weekend of soccer. On Saturday, they got the 
offense going with a 3-2 victory over Ballistic United. 
Alec Michaels made a key assist to Daniel Yanez for 
the winning goal. Chris Amaya and Peyton Braun 
both had strong games on both ends of the field. 
Sunday's State Cup qualifier proved to be one of the 
more exciting games of the year against the SAYSC 
California Northstars. Down 1-0 at halftime, the Gold 
team put together its best half of the season, coming 
back for a 1-1 draw. Sawyer Bartlett, Zachary Huerta and 
Mick Maier all turned in great performances. Pictured is 
Peyton Braun securing the ball against Ballistic United.

Shokoor who was able to beat the 
goalie and tie the game. Less than a 
minute later Krush added a second goal 
by Ciella Seals. As time was winding 
down Little Brasil was able to capital-
ize on a Krush defensive breakdown 
and net the game tying goal with less 
than a minute to go. Off the following 
kickoff, Madylin Harrell took the ball 
through the Little Brasil defense and 
netted the game winner with less than 
30 seconds to go in the game. Krush 
held on to defeat Little Brasil 3-2 and 
take a commanding lead in their State 
Cup flight.

 The West Coast Kaos U12 girls 
racked up another win to move them 
into the top position in their Norcal 
Premier league. This past weekend, 
team Kaos battled Newark Elite, a 
very physical team, in their third 
game of the season. Kaos came out 
firing first scoring a quick goal to give 
them a 1-0 lead early in the half. With 
adjustments made by both coaches, 
scoring opportunities were neutralized 
and play became a battle of defenses. 
Team Kaos utilized their 1-0 lead to 
their advantage to keep control of the 
game. The final score was 1-0 with the 
win going to Kaos. 

Livermore Fusion
Livermore Fusion results from last 

week include the following:
U9: The Vipers vs. Fire Cobras: 

Both teams played great on Wednes-
day. During the first half of the game the 
Fire Cobras scored against the Vipers. 
The Vipers picked themselves back up 
with Travis scoring the first goal for 
the Viper. During the second half of 
the game two other goals were scored 
by Carlos and Ben from the Vipers. 
The Viper won the game 3-1. Both 
teams played their best and showed 
great team effort throughout the game. 

Vipers vs. Raptors: The Vipers 
where playing as the visiting team and 
won 3-0. Both teams played great and 
showed great team effort. During the 
first half of the game Vipers' goalie 
Braeden blocked a great shot from the 
Raptors. A couple minutes later, Adam 
scored the first goal for the Vipers. 
The Vipers' defense made sure that 
the Raptors stayed away from their 
side. Ramiro's kicked well. Julian 
showed great effort in running to the 
ball and defending. During the second 
half Carlos scored the 2 last goals and 
the game ended with the win to the 
Vipers by 3-0.

Fusion U8 Boys - Fireballs vs. the 
Gators: Fireballs: Luke Santin scored 
a goal for the Fireballs. Chase Wil-
liams, did awesome at goalie. Dante 
Agrella played an amazing all around 
game. Gators: Eli Wigginton scored 
for the Gators. Anthony D'Onofrio a 
lso scored. Nola Lehew had a great 
day on defense.

Grizzlies: The U8 Boys Grizzlies 
played a tough game on September 
20th but kept their team spirit alive. 
Goalkeeper Jack Robbins was busy 
the whole game and was still able to 
help his team out with tremendous 
defensive plays. Alec Hendrick and 
Diego Pulido had the fans cheering 
for their offensive breakaways and 
great passing skills.

 U11 Select Boys: Last Saturday 
was a big day for the Livermore 
Fusion U11 Boys Black select team 
Fury as they put their skills to the 
test against premier level rivals West 
Coast Wizards. Playing in the Norcal 
Bronze Elite division for the first 
time, the Fusion boys have regularly 
been up against year round premier 
level teams. Saturday was a tightly 
contested game resulting in a 3-3 tie. 
The Wizards started fast and attacked 
the Fusion goal. Strong defending by 
Tyler Eaton, London Bishop, Gavin 
Rose and goalkeeper Jackson Nystrom 
kept them at bay until Fusion settled 
down and managed to go into half 
time with a 3-1 lead. London Bishop 
took over in goal in the second half 
and made some incredible saves as 
the Wizards tried to get back into the 
game. The Fusion midfield of Zach 
Sousa, Jacob Sisto, Connor Morgan 
and Ryan Hansen (x1 goal) continued 
to make things difficult for the Wiz-
ards, while some great attacking runs 
by strikers Diego Monize and Kieran 
Campbell (x2 goals) created a number 
of chances for Fusion. In the end, the 
Wizards had a great fight back and the 
game ended in a 3-3 tie. 

Fusion U12 Boys Gold team was 
victorious this weekend on both Satur-
day and Sunday games. On Saturday, 
they played against Dublin United. 
Matthew Padilla scored the first goal 
of the game. Caleb "Moose" Chance, 
Aidan DeMello and Jaxson Mosby 
were great defenders throughout the 
game. Isaiah Apostol demonstrated 
excellent ball handling skills. Tomi 
Bodun made 3 incredible kicks to add 
3 more goals to the score. The final 
outcome was 4-0.

On Sunday, they played in their 
third state cup game against Heritage 
Titans. Austin "AJ" Macedo displayed 
his remarkable offense skills. As a 
result, he scored 2 goals for Fusion. 
During the second half of the game, 
Aidan "Edders" Edwards had shown 
amazing effort. The final score was 2-1. 

 

Livermore Jr. Football
Livermore Junior Football League 

results from last week:
Junior Division: Lions 0, Texans 

28: The mighty Texans remain unde-
feated after a 28-0 victory over the 
Lions. The Texans' offense took con-
trol of the game early on when Jacob 
Salhoff scored the first touchdown of 
the game. Dylan Jones caught a pass 
for the extra two points, making it 
8-0 Texans. Playing right tackle, Jake 
Bearden sacked the Lions' quarterback 
on 4th down. Jacob Salhoff ran 40 yards 
for his third touchdown of the game. 
The Texans' offense controlled the 
line of scrimmage for the entire game. 
Defense was rock solid, spending the 
majority of the game in the opposing 
team's backfield. Dominic Hurtado had 
a pic 6, in scoring the final touchdown 
for the Texans. Quarterback Hollis 
Sturgill threw to Joel Indrebo for the 
extra points, leaving the Texans with 
28 points and the Lions 0 at the half. 
Despite the scoreboard, the Lions 
never gave up and held the Texans to 
a scoreless second half. 

Intermediate Division: 49ers 31, 

Ravens 22: Ravens' offense started out 
strong in the first half with a TD pass 
from QB Eli Nuddleman to his brother 
Ben Nuddleman for a 10 yard play. Ra-
vens were unable to convert the extra 
point. Then Eli threw a 20 yard pass to 
Brendan Patterson setting up a scoring 
play to Diesel Sorgdrager Dreher for a 
touchdown. QB Eli Nuddleman passed 
to Diesel Sorgdrager Dreher for a 2PT 
conversion. QB Eli Nuddleman threw 
a 15 yard pass for a TD. He handed 
off to his brother Ben for another 2 
PT conversion. Ravens' center Adan 
Tellez stepped up his game this week 
at the snap. Defense in the first half 
was led by Derek Thompson, Yanik 
Anderson, and Joey Orluck with an 
injury causing him to have to leave the 
game. The offense got great blocking 
by Shane Gomes, Daltin Silva and 
Wyatt Jackson.Ravens came out in the 
second half driving the ball down field 
but unable to connect for any scores. 
The Nuddleman brothers continued to 
lead the offense but it was not enough 
in the second half to get back in front of 
the 49ers. The defense had its hands full 
in the second half as the 49ers answered 
back with 2 touchdowns, but they were 
unable to convert the extra point on 
one of their TD with Jason Sanders 
stopping the try. Defense was led 
by Derek Thompson, Jason Sanders, 
Anthony Zarsange, Yanik Anderson 
and Branden Harvey. Yanik Anderson 
tackled the Niners for no gain forcing 
a 4th down while Anthony Zarsange 
made the last tackle on a 49er drive. 

Advanced Division: Broncos 20, 
Colts 26: The Broncos took on the 
Colts Saturday in a back and forth 
hard fought game. The Broncos' Dylan 
Silva received the opening kick at the 
18 yard line. Only a few plays in and 
Jacob Garcia scampered 80 yards for 
a touchdown. The extra points made 
the score 8-0. Colts were on offense. 
Ethan Haines sacked the quarterback. 
At the end of the first quarter the score 
was tied 8-8.To start the second quarter, 
Nolan Smith threw a perfect pass to 
Benjamin Morrisroe for a touchdown 
to make the score 14-8. The defense 
stopped the extra point by the Colts. 
Jeffrey Fairbanks, Jacob Gutke and 
Quentin Ayres assisted in the stop. 
In the third quarter, Caelan Roberts 
sacked the quarterback, then Colby 
Scherer stopped a pass that would 
have given the Colts a touchdown. In 
the fourth quarter, Nolan Smith ran 20 
yards for a first down. Jacob Garcia ran 
the ball in for a Broncos' touchdown. 
At the end of the game, the Broncos' 
defense stopped the Colts from getting 
the first down and went on offense. A 
pass by the Broncos was intercepted.

 The Colts extended their winning 
season with a 26-20 victory over the 
Broncos. Energy and determination 
filled the field as both teams went 
back and forth demonstrating keen 
offensive plays and bold defensive 
stops. The Broncos opened the scoring 
in the first quarter but the Colts' offense 
fought through two 4th downs to tie 
the game at 8 with a TD reception by 
Josiah Knight and 2 point conversion 
by Cole Gibson.

Bears 0, Jets 36: The Jets arrived 
ready to play and hungry for a win. 
Tailback Joey Gomez scored quickly 
in the 2nd play of the first drive of the 
game. Gomez continued his streak 
scoring a total of 3 touchdowns for the 
day. Travis Silva also scored during 
the first quarter securing a lead for 
the Jets. Cameron Stephenson scored 
the final touchdown of the game in 
the fourth quarter. Joe Hager debuted 
at center and had a flawless day with 
many key blocks. The entire offensive 
front played unified and strong holding 
their ground. On the defensive side of 
the ball, the Jets generated 3 turnovers. 
Dylan Clinton made an interception in 
the first half, Giovanni Osario had a 
tough day against a strong opponent 
but was able to come away with a 
fumble recovery. Quinn Tudor forced 
the final turnover with an interception 
that sealed the game. The defensive 
line had many great tackles holding 
back the Bears' solid offense. 

Senior Division: Giants 40, Chiefs 
26: The Giants remained undefeated 
with a 40-26 win over the Chiefs. The 

Giants scored 5 TDs and went 5 for 5 on 
two-point conversions. Xavier Pelican 
threw another solid game with 4 TDs 
to three different Giants. The first TD 
was run in by Kendall Hornbeck after 
catching a pass at the Giants' 15. Two 
long passes went to Ryan Mitchell 
who caught them like a pro for his two 
TDs of the game. A sweet pass went to 
Gabriel "All-Day" Ambrose, who also 
scored after catching the ball at the line 
of scrimmage & taking it in for one of 
his 2 TDs of the game. The conversions 
were ran in by Robert Pack, Mitchell, 
Ambrose, and 2 by Pelican. Excellent 
coverage was provided by the linemen 
on both offense and defense: Jeffrey 
Winter, Angel Romo, Aaron Grimm, 
Stephen Corso, Ian Humes, Landon 
Paiso, Collin Eads, Daniel Owen and 
Kyle Roach. Alex Johnson amd Shane 
Cromwell were solid on offense and 
Jonathon Nguyen, Marcus Shepard and 
Evan Capurro provided solid defensive 
coverage. This 40-26 win over the 
undefeated Chiefs was an all around 
team effort by the Giants. 

Race to the Flagpole
The Livermore-Granada Boosters 

will host the 5th Annual “Race to the 
Flagpole” on Veterans Day weekend, 
Saturday, November 8, 2014. The 
event offers several distances including 
a 5K run/walk, 10K run, half marathon 
and one-mile fun run. All events start 
at Independence Park and go through 
Livermore’s scenic Sycamore Grove 
Park. The half marathon goes through 
Holdener Park in the rolling wine 
country and continues through Syca-
more Grove. These events are open to 
all ages and abilities. They encourage 
awareness and appreciation for fitness, 
as well as community pride. This year 
the opening ceremonies will include 
the VFW Color Guard. 

All race proceeds support the 
Livermore-Granada Boosters scholar-
ship program. 

Race-day registration begins at 
6:45a.m. at Independence Park, 2798 
Holmes Street in Livermore. The half 
marathon starts at 8:30am, 10K starts 
at 9:00am and 5K at 9:15 am. The 
one-mile fun run begins at 10:45 am. 
Pre-registration entry fees for the 5K 
are $30, the 10K $35 per runner, and 
half marathon entry fees are $45 per 
runner. Group/family discounts are 
available for four or more runners. 
The one-mile fun run entry fee is $10. 
On race day, all registration entry fees 
will be an additional $10. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Dublin High School Gaels pulled out a win in their homecoming football game 
with Ygnacio Valley when  Jonathan Sun scored on a 5-yard run with less than a  
minute to play. The two-point conversion was good, improving Dublin's record to 3 
and 1. The Gales led at the half, 14 to 6. Ygnacio Valley scored 20 points in the third 
quarter to take the lead. In the photo, Jabari Jefferson (19) eludes two tacklers.

Every race participant receives a 
commemorative T-shirt, medal, and 
post race refreshments. The awards 
ceremony honors the top finishers in 
each race, school participation, and a 
tribute to our veterans. All schools in 
Livermore may compete for the top 
participation award. The school with 
the most participants receives a $250 
cash donation. 

For more information, for spon-
sorship opportunities, or to register, 
visit www.racetotheflagpole.org. or 
contact Mike Nagel, Race Director, 
at 925-667-6535 or flagpolerace@
yahoo.com.

LGSA Registration
Girls Softball: Livermore Girls 

Softball Association welcomes all 
Livermore girls aged 5-18, no experi-
ence necessary. Online registration is 
open now at LivermoreGirlsSoftball.
org, or register in person on Thursday 
October 16 from 4-8pm at the down-
town Farmers Market. Register by 
November 5 to receive an early bird 
discount. Visit the website or email 
registration@LivermoreGirlsSoftball.
org for more information.

Spring Lacrosse
Spring 2015 Registration is now 

open for Livermore Phantom Lacrosse.
Early bird registration includes a 

$50 discount as well as access to fall 
and winter tune-up clinics. Experi-
ence the fun and excitement of one 
of Livermore's fastest growing sports 
clubs. See www.phantomlacrosse.org 
for more info.

www.CaDocPreparers.com

We are not attorneys. We can only provide self help services at your specific direction. California Document Preparers is not a law firm and cannot 
represent customers, select legal forms, or give advice on rights or law. Prices do not include court costs. LDA #30 Alameda County, Exp. 4/2015.

 Call (925) 479-9600

   Living Trust $599
   PaCkage InCLuDes:

• Revocable Trust  
• Advance Healthcare Directive

• Wills
• Financial Powers of Attorney

avoID  

ProbaTe!

Serving The Tri-Valley Since 2003

Visit Us At Our New Office
7000 vILLage Parkway, DubLIn

Pool Service
•  weekly Pool Maintenance
•  Filter Cleaning
•  Equipment Installation & Repair
•  Pool Inspections
Residential & Commerical

(925) 577-7111

Sparkle poolSparkle pool

Creek Hill Farm
Horseback Riding Lessons, 

Training, Boarding,  
Breeding, Sales

www.creekhillfarms.com

(925) 
337-5375

Reed
Plumbing

LIVERMORE, CA

(925) 371-5671
davidreed@dareedplumbing.com

License 
#601931
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“We Sell  
Travel InSurance”
(925) 447-4300
In Downtown livermore

2269 Third Street
www.travelbuglivermore.com

Travel
BuG

Reserve Our Lovely 
Grounds for Your 

Special Celebration 
or Wedding

(925) 447-8941 
1356 S. Livermore Ave.

Open 7 days a week 
12-4:30pm

Livermore Cinemas
the equalizer (r) cc   12:25 1:35 3:35 5:10 6:45 8:30 9:55
the boxtrolls (pg)    12:00 12:45 2:30 3:15 5:00 7:30 10:00
the boxtrolls (pg) 3d        1:30 4:00
the maze runner (pg13) dbox     12:50 3:45 6:40 9:35 
the maze runner (pg13)   11:50 1:50 2:50 4:45 5:45 7:35 8:35
a walk among the tombstones (r)    12:25 3:25 6:30 8:00 9:30
this is where i leave you (r)       1:15 3:55 5:45  6:55 8:40 9:45
dolphin tale 2 (pg)       12:45 3:30 6:35 9:20 
guardians of the galaxy (pg13)     12:20 3:30 6:30 9:30 
the drop (r)         12:30 3:45 7:00 9:50
preview october 2:   
 annabelle (r)        7:00 9:30 
 left behind (pg13)       7:00 9:40 
 gone girl (r)          10:00

mus, and Twitch, a Pomeranian nearly bald with mange 
who was too tender to touch, and two Shepherd-mix lit-
termates so shy they would hide in the bushes. 

"We named them Thelma and Louise," says Ginny 
with a smile, "to give them a sense of entitlement."

For all of these dogs - in fact, for all of the 108 home-
less dogs the Nacamus have fostered - their stories have 
happy endings that include gleaming health, lifted spirits 
and loving homes. 

"Dog fosters, as well as kitten fosters, are critical 
to our organization as they allow us to save hundreds 
of dogs from county shelters and facilities - deserving 
dogs that would otherwise be at risk of euthanasia," says 
Tri-Valley Animal Rescue (TVAR) President Sue James. 
"Many times dogs do poorly in shelters because they can 
be so very scared of these new surroundings. Very often 
when they get into a home environment, they blossom 
and their true personalities shine through."

In fact, says Ginny, that's one of the biggest benefits of 
adopting a pet that has been fostered. "Prospective own-
ers can learn a lot by conversing with the foster parents 
who have lived with the dog." 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue's mission is to end the 
unnecessary euthanasia of homeless animals. The non-
profit organization cooperates with rescue groups and 
area shelters, primarily the East County Animal Shelter 
in Dublin, to provide homeless animals with socializa-
tion, medical care, foster homes and an opportunity for a 
second chance.

"TVAR has many volunteers besides ourselves. We are 
just one part of the giant wheel," says Ginny. "There are 
volunteers who handle the dogs in the shelter to evaluate 
their health, adoptability and socialization, and volunteers 
who walk the dogs. When there's a dog that isn't micro-
chipped and that no one claims, we can pull them and put 
them in the foster program. That way they're out of the 
shelter which is very stressful, and get them into private 
homes where we can further evaluate their socialization 
and find out what their personalities are like."

Run by 250 volunteers, TVAR welcomes fosters and 
volunteers. 

"TVAR needs fosters for all of our companion animals 
and can accommodate different fosters' needs for all types 
of dogs - puppies or adult dogs, quiet or active dogs, 
small or large dogs," says James. "We also need volun-
teers for many other activities from hands-on socializing 
activities of animals at the East County Animal Shelter to 
marketing expertise and the like."

For the Nacamus, who are retired and like to travel, 
fostering is a perfect fit. 

"We get our dog fix without the long-term commit-
ment, and we get to enjoy a variety of breeds and types of 
dogs," says Ginny.

"We also get a lot of exercise walking the dogs," adds 
Bob. "The unconditional love you get is just wonderful."

TVAR provides fosters with everything needed for the 
pets: medical care, spaying, food, crate and collars. Foster 
volunteers provide the time and attention. Fostering a 
particular dog can last anywhere from a day to several 
months, with two to four weeks being average. 

Potential dog owners can meet adoptable dogs at the 
Pleasanton Farmers' Market on Saturday mornings, or 
view online.

"I'd like to tell our fosters, 'Thank you so very much 
for opening your homes and hearts to these deserving, 
needy and wonderful pets. Without you many more pets 
would be lost,'" says James. "Many people ask how our 
fosters are able to adopt their foster animals out once 
they've grown attached to them. Our fosters come to 
know that when their foster pets go into wonderful, new 
forever homes, it makes all the challenges worthwhile." 

Ginny says, "It's the number one question we're asked. 
But it's a mind set. We got into fostering because we 
really feel we cannot own a dog since we want to have 
the freedom to come and go and take trips. Fostering is a 
perfect solution for us to have dogs and then to see them 
move on to good homes. We want it to be happily-ever-
after for both the new owner and the dog.

"For us, it is one dog at a time. We can't solve the 
whole thing, but we do our little part – one dog at a time. 
Which has turned into 108 dogs." 

For more information, visit www.tvar.org. 

Brando, the current dog being fostered, is looking for 
a home.

FOSTERED
(continued from page one)

JEFF BOWSER
Jeff Bowser, a 43-year 

resident of Pleasanton, is a 
product of the Pleasanton 
schools. He spent 15 years 
in education as a teacher, 
and administrator, includ-
ing at continuation schools. 
He also managed a school 
district.

Bowser has been working 
in the private sector to help 
schools improve technology. 
"The board's role is one of 
governance, providing pol-
icy, budget information and 
guidance in large combina-
tions of detail," said Bowser.

Bowser said that he is 
qualified for another term. 
He has worked with the 
office of Assemblymember 
Joan Buchanan, the Assem-
bly's chair of the Education 
Committee, about policy. He 
also has taken through the 
governance program of the 
California School Boards 
Association.

Common Core is "the 
best thing that has happened 
in years. It's a wonderful 
opportunity for teachers 
to collaborate with other 
teachers." The new curricu-
lum has students engaged 
in "critical thinking, and 
solving problems. There is 
no one correct answer, and 
that's a common thread in 
life. Ultimately, Common 
Core will have everyone 
ready for career and col-
lege."

On the homework policy, 
Bowser said, "I'm never 
completely satisfied. I think 
we can always improve. 
Our homework policy is 
good, but there are differ-
ent interpretations between 
teachers and parents. We 
have to make sure both are 
understanding it."

Pleasanton schools are 
not overcrowded. "What we 
struggle with is that some 
schools hit the maximum at 
certain grade levels, while 
our community continues 
to grow," explained Bowser. 
The district must work with 
developers and the city to 
obtain a new school. "The 
good news is that we have 
time for this," said Bowser.

As for the governor's 
statements concerning the 
current process of the state's 
contribution to school con-
struction, Bowser said the 
state has a responsibility to 
provide it, along with local 
bonding and developer fees. 
Buchanan's bill for a school 
bond in November died 
in the Senate, after Brown 
signaled his intention not to 
sign it. If the state won't fund 
construction of schools, the 
local district needs to step 
up, said Bowser.

"The district adjusted 
the facilities master plan 
to build a new school. We 
also need modernization (in 
existing buildings), includ-
ing technology in all of the 
classrooms."

Regarding a new elemen-
tary school on the north 
side, the board needs to 
gauge public opinion to see 
what the community would 
support. 

Also, if the Eastside Spe-
cific Plan moves toward 
more single family homes, 
the student-generation factor 
climbs, and could increase 
demand for a school to serve 
the new population.

Bowser's philosophy re-
garding education is that 
one size does not fit all. 
"There are different ap-
proaches to learning, such as 
auditory learners, and visual 
learners." Consequently, 
it's important to have dif-
ferent approaches to teach-
ing. Common Core is very 
helpful in that area, with its 
project-based learning.

Bowser gave the example 
of project-based learning by 
citing the bio-med career 
pathway at Foothill High 
School. "Students must find 
out why this (hypothetical) 

person died. The purpose is 
to learn science, math and 
English, and think up good 
questions to conduct good 
research, and formulate the 
results in a report. It's all 
based on a specific project. I 
think that's wonderful."

Bowser said, "I am excit-
ed about the progress made 
on Career Pathways," in the 
Tri-Valley Education Col-
laborative (TVEC), which 
involves the Valley's school 
districts.

The district has been 
doing an outstanding job 
with vocational education, 
through the Valley's ROP 
program, which is separate 
from TVEC, said Bowser, 
who is a member of the 
ROP board. "It is one of 
the most outstanding in the 
Bay Area." The state financ-
ing for ROP has changed. 
All three Valley districts 
will need to opt in for it in 
2015/16. 

Bowser brought up the 
importance of closing the 
achievement gap. "Diversity 
is increasing in Pleasanton. 
It's important to include all 
students who are struggling. 
It's important to have parents 
involved, and make sure that 
students in poverty have 
access to the internet. We 
are providing students with 
devices to make sure they all 
succeed."

Bowser is proud of the 
district's strategic plan. "It's 
not so much the plan or its 
language, it's more that it 
was created collaboratively. 
We met with 62 different 
groups in the city, including 
city government." 

The five endorsers listed 
by Bowser are vice mayor 
Jerry Pentin, school trustee 
Chris Grant, Congressman 
Eric Swalwell, Assembly-
member Joan Buchanan, 
and Councilmember Cheryl 
Cook-Callio.

JOAN LAURSEN
Joan Laursen is married, 

has a son in graduate school, 
and a daughter who is a se-
nior at Amador Valley High 
School. Laursen earned a 
bachelor's degree in Busi-
ness Administration, with a 
Finance emphasis. She has 
resided in Pleasanton for 
20 years.

Laursen said that she is 
qualified for the seat, based 
on "all of the work I have 
done. I have two decades of 
volunteer service to Pleas-
anton schools,and four years 
as a trustee, during the most 
drastic meltdown budget 
cuts in our history."

"We emerged as a stron-
ger district. We are back on 
track for class size reduc-
tion. We have closed the 
achievement gap, and pru-
dently managed the budget 
to restore programs," said 
Laursen.

O n  C o m m o n  C o r e , 
Laursen said, "We are pretty 
excited about it. Teachers 
have embraced it. This is 
the third year of implemen-
tation. It's the best possible 
combination of best ways 
to teach, with less reliance 
on reciting facts,and going 
for the true understand-
ing of concepts. It involves 
much more critical thinking 
and problem-solving, with 
project-based learning."

School districts adopted 
updated standards in the 
1990s. It took several years 
to align curriculum with 
standards. Then we saw the 
curve rise on those.  

The district will have 
to look at the homework 
policy again. It was formed 
in a year-long partnership 
between board members 
and the community. There is 
some discrepancy between 
how much high school fami-
lies feel is assigned versus 
how much we are assigning. 
This has to be revisited. 

Asked about whether 
schools are overcrowded, 
Laursen said, "The district is 

challenged with imbalance 
at a few of our sites. In any 
community, there are times 
when some are more imbal-
anced. There are times when 
the district is able to offer 
families open enrollment to 
schools."

The governor's office has 
suggested that the method of 
using state money as part of 
financing school construc-
tion should change. Laursen 
said, "I'd be happy to have 
that conversation with the 
governor, or his finance 
administrator."

Brown's Finance De-
partment has talked about 
community college funding 
receiving one lump sum for 
operations and construction, 
and using that as a model 
for future K-12 financing. 
Laursen noted, "The chal-
lenge is that there are not 
sufficient dollars to fund 
operations. We are still look-
ing at 2021 before we are 
fully funded to the target 
that they set for us. Theoreti-
cally, that gets us to the point 
before the state budget cuts 
occurred in 2007."

On whether Laursen 
would vote to put a construc-
tion bond before local vot-
ers, she said that the district 
will need a new elementary 
school in five years on the 
city's northwest side. "We 
will have to have that con-
versation with the commu-
nity. I would vote for a new 
bond, including some of the 
items on the facilities master 
plan that were identified."

"It's up to the community. 
What kind of schools do we 
want? Do we want 1000 
students in an elementary 
school, or are we willing 
to build a new school? We 
have enough bond capacity 
for $50 million."

Asked about her philoso-
phy of education, Laursen 
said that it is important to 
have rigorous academics 
and high quality arts and 
music experiences, and also 
important to produce a well-
rounded student. "They'll 
change careers seven times 
during their lives. Most of 
the careers they will pursue 
have not yet been invented."

Career Pathways repre-
sent an area that the district 
can work on a great deal. 
"We've been using Proj-
ect Lead the Way in high 
schools and one in elemen-
tary school. We have a lot of 
our own Career Tech classes, 
as well as offering ROP."

Among Laursen's endors-
ers are Assemblymember 
Joan Buchanan, Vice-mayor 
Jerry Pentin, Congressman 
Eric Swalwell, retired prin-
cipal Jim Hansen, and Pleas-
anton teacher of the year 
Lisa Highfill. Her website 
is votelaursen.org.

MARK MILLER
Mark Miller is a longtime 

Valley resident, and has 
lived in Pleasanton since 
2000. He has three chil-
dren, with two graduated 
from high school, and one 
in the 8th grade at Pleasan-
ton Middle School. He has 
volunteered as a baseball 
and soccer coach, has been 
active with the Foothill High 
School marching band, and 
is director of a Girl Scout 
camp in the Sierras.

Miller works as an archi-
tect in information technol-
ogy, which he said involves 
making sure that everything 
works together, and strategy 
is set for the next five or 10 
years. 

Miller said he feels quali-
fied for the office because 
he has always had a strong 
dedication to seeing children 
succeed all through his vari-
ous volunteering efforts. "I 
have a passion around that. 
I am not a teacher or district 
employee, but I have the 
same dynamics in multiple 

ways. I have a long history 
of working in teams. The 
thing that's recognized about 
me is my ability to be col-
laborative and inclusive with 
all the various parties, things 
I think are needed now on 
the board."

"Common Core standards 
are excellent. They provide a 
step up in many areas. The 
execution is important. As 
with any new program, there 
will be challenges. I ask 
people to be a little patient. 
The evolution of Common 
Core will occur as any new 
program or policy." 

Miller is satisfied with the 
district homework policy, 
but feels that it's important 
to make sure that it is applied 
evenly in all the grades and 
classes. He said his son is at 
the right level, in 8th grade. 
"There used to be a lot of 
busy work. That seems to be 
less than it was for my son 
who has graduated," he said.

Pleasanton's schools are 
not overcrowded now, but 
they are approaching over-
crowding. There were more 
registrants than expected 
this year. 

"There will be planned 
development that can't be 
met with existing schools. 
We need to figure out the 
level of development, and 
provide schools to accom-
modate it."

Miller said that he is not 
sure how Assemblymember 
Joan Buchanan's bill, which 
would have sent a proposed 
school construction bond 
to the ballot in November, 
would have translated to the 
district. "Maybe we would 
have been in the same situ-
ation." He said he thinks the 
district could build a new 
school relying only on a lo-
cal bond and development 
fees.

New initiatives will have 
to come from residents, so 
the community needs to be 
much more engaged and 
supportive. He said some 
residents have trust issues 
with the district over person-
nel matters, and also money 
management by a previous 
administration and board. 

Miller's philosophy of 
education provides that stu-
dents should graduate with 
a well-rounded education. 
Science, technology, engi-
neering and math are impor-
tant, but they should not be 
done at the expense of arts, 
music and sports. "The most 
successful people are those 
with real-world skills, who 
speak and write well, have 
diverse interests, and are 
healthy. It's important that 
we don't trade the liberal arts 
just for pure technology."

The Career Pathways 
courses are among the most 
exciting things the district 
has sponsored. "One reason 
charter schools are becom-
ing popular is they provide 
those types of opportunity. 
It would be great if public 
schools provide that, so 
we would not need charter 
schools."

Miller said that he is 
not familiar with how well 
Pleasanton schools do in 
providing ROP. "We work 
with other districts, but I 
don't know how well," he 
said.

Among Miller's endors-
ers are board president Jamie 

SCHOOL
(continued from page one)

(continued on page 14)
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Conservation tip: Install a high-efficiency 
toilet that uses 1.28 gallons per flush or 
less, and save up to 6,000 gallons per year. 

Visit www.calwater.com/conservation for 
more water-saving tips and to see if you 
qualify for a high-efficiency toilet rebate.

Use water wisely.
It’s essential.

Proudly serving Livermore since 1927                               
195 South N Street  
Livermore, CA 94550 
(925) 447-4900

skilled nursing.  assisted Living.  Memory care 

PMS280PMS299 PMS278

To attend - apply Online now!
Visit Online:  www.creekview.healthcentercareers.com

Job Fair Location:  3300 Stoneridge Creek Way, Pleasanton, CA 94588

GRand OPeninG JOB FaiR!
October 9:  10am - 7pm

October 10:  10am - 4pm
October 11:  9:30am - 3pm

•  Driver
•  Environmental Services Manager
•  Laundry Aide
•  Houseman
•  Housekeeper
•  Directory of Staff Development, RN
•  Health Information Director
•  Central Supply/Staffing Coordinator

•  Registered Nurse
•  Licensed Vocational Nurse
•  Certified Nursing Aide
•  Receptionist
•  Business Office Biller
•  Life Enrichment Director
•  Activities Assistant
•  Dining Room Supervisor

•  Cook I, II, III
•  Dish Washer/Utility Worker
•  Dietary Aide
•  Dining Room Server
•  Wellness Manager, LVN
•  Wellness Coordinator, LVN
•  Medication Technician
•  Caregiver

Dublin Police Services, 
along with the Drug En-
forcement Administration, 
will participate in this year’s 
national prescription drug 
“Take-Back Initiative.” The 
goal of the event is to col-
lect potentially dangerous 
expired, unused, and un-
wanted prescription drugs 
for destruction. 

The free and anonymous 
collection event will take 
place on Saturday, Septem-
ber 27, 2014, from 10:00 
AM to 2:00 PM, in the 
Civic Center parking lot at 
100 Civic Plaza in Dublin. 
Dublin Police Officers will 
collect tablets, capsules, and 
all other solid dosage forms 
of prescription medications 
with no questions asked. 
Intravenous solutions, in-
jectables, and syringes will 
not be accepted.

Prescription drug abuse 
is an epidemic in this coun-
try. Teenagers are abusing 
prescription medication in 
record numbers. One way 
young people are getting ad-
dicted to dangerous drugs is 
by raiding the medicine cab-
inets of family and friends. 
This free, anonymous ser-
vice is designed to help keep 
homes free of unwanted 

Pleasanton is ranked number four in a recent survey of 
America’s 50 Best Cities to Live In. 

The survey was conducted by 24/7 Wall Street, a nation-
ally recognized online website targeting investors and the 
business community. The list was profiled in an article in 
the Wednesday, September 17, 2014 edition of USA Today 
newspaper.

The staff at 24/7 Wall Street reviewed data on 550 cities 
with populations of 65,000 or more, as measured by the 
U.S. Census Bureau. The ranking was determined on the 
basis of variables such as crime, education, employment 
growth, leisure, infrastructure, environment, and housing 
affordability.

“Pleasanton is a community where everyone makes 
an investment into the greater good. It’s reflected through 
excellent schools, a robust economy, and amenities for 
all who live and work here,” observed Pleasanton City 
Manager Nelson Fialho. “We’re very honored to receive 
this recognition.”

 There were less than 70 violent crimes per 100,000 
residents in 2012, among the lowest rates nationwide. A 
typical household earned more than $112,000, more than 
that earned in all but a handful of U.S. cities. In addition, 
the unemployment rate in Pleasanton was just 3.7% last 
year, also among the lowest rates nationwide.

The story noted that while median income was among 
the highest in the country, cost of living was also expensive. 
Property values in Pleasanton were among the highest in 
the nation. A typical home in the area was valued at nearly 
$695,000, more than all but six other cities reviewed.

Education in Pleasanton garnered another high score, 
at 91%. The survey narrative describes local students as 
“having access to a high-quality education, with second-
ary students performing well above the state average in 
math, language arts, and science last year.” The website 
nerdwallet.com ranks Pleasanton Unified School District 
among the Top Ten School Districts in California. Both of 
the city’s comprehensive high schools consistently rank 
among the Top 100 High Schools in California by U.S. 
News and World Report.

Economic indicators were also factored into the formula 
to determine America’s 50 Best Cities to Live In. Pleasan-
ton ranked high in this category, with an 84.7 out of 100. 
The median income in Pleasanton ($112,000) is among 
the highest in the country, and the unemployment rate in 
the city is just 3.7%, one of the lowest rates nationwide. 
Several large business parks, including Hacienda, the largest 
in Northern California, provide employment for more than 
40,000 workers in the city.

The high employment is complemented by Pleasanton’s 
central location, at the axis of Interstates 580 and 680, and 
with two BART stations, giving it an average commuter 
travel time of 28.9 minutes.

To view the entire list, visit 247wallst.com.
Money Magazine has also included Pleasanton on two 

of its annual Best Places to Live lists. Pleasanton came in at 
#31 on the publication’s list of the Best Places to Live 2014. 
Pleasanton was also recognized for its economic vitality in 
its designation as one of the Top Earning Towns on Money 
Magazine’s list of the 50 Best Cities to Live, coming in at 
#9 in the nation. The narrative noted the city’s high median 
household income and its top-notch schools.

The Money Magazine list of Best Places to Live is 
compiled in a months-long process that begins with 781 
cities with populations of 50,000 to 300,000, and is trimmed 
down to just 50 cities. The final list is based on data such as 
education, crime rate, economic factors, cultural arts and 
recreation, and quality of life.

To view all three lists, please visit: 247wallst.com or 
http://time.com/money/collection/best-places-to-live/
best-places-to-live-3/ or http://time.com/money/3318911/
top-earning-towns-best-places/

Pleasanton Ranked 
High In Best 
Places to Live

A view of Main Street

Four local residents are 
among those being recog-
nized by the Alameda Coun-
ty Arts Commission for their 
outstanding achievements 
and contributions impacting 
the arts community and resi-
dents of Alameda County.

They are Tom Harland 
of Sunol, Gary and Nancy 
Harrington from Pleasan-
ton, and Linda Ryan from 
Livermore. 

Those recognized who 
are not from the Tri-Valley 
were Jennifer Burke, Gary 
Comoglio and Michael Hall.

 Nominations for the 
Arts Leadership Awards 
Program were submitted 
by community members. 
The individuals selected 
to receive the award repre-
sent the five districts of the 
Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors. This year, there 
are two recipients in District 
Five because of a tie-vote 
during the selection process. 

 The award recipients 
will be honored by the Al-
ameda County Board of 
Supervisors through a com-
mendation ceremony pre-
sented in conjunction with 
the County's celebration of 
California Arts Day and Na-
tional Arts and Humanities 
Month on Tuesday, October 
7, 10:45am at the Alam-
eda County Administration 
Building, 1221 Oak Street, 
Oakland. 

For the 2014 Arts Lead-
ership Awards Program, 15 
individuals and teams were 
nominated. 

The  2014  Alameda 
County Arts Leadership 
Award Recipients:

 Linda Ryan of Liver-
more, representing Super-
visorial District One: Ryan 
is a practicing artist, com-
munity organizer, and the 
manager of the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Cen-
ter's Bothwell Arts Center 
located in Livermore. Ms. 
Ryan is an active resource 
for the many local nonprofit 

prescription drugs, which 
could, in turn, save lives.

For more information, 
call the Dublin Police Crime 
Prevention Unit at (925) 
833-6670 or visit www.
dea.gov.

On Saturday September 
27, the Pleasanton Police 
Department will partner 
with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) for 
the ninth annual Drug Take 
Back Program. The pro-
gram allows the public the 
opportunity to prevent pill 
abuse and theft by ridding 
their homes of potentially 
dangerous expired, unused, 
and unwanted prescription 
drugs. 

The event takes place 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
in the lobby of the Pleasan-
ton Police Department at 
4833 Bernal Avenue. The 
drop-off is free and anony-
mous, with no questions 
asked. During the last eight 
Take-Back Events, nearly 
one million pounds of pre-
scription drugs were turned 
in at more than 5300 sites 
operated by the DEA’s state 
and local law enforcement 
partners. 

This initiative addresses a 

vital public safety and public 
health issue. Medicines that 
languish in home cabinets 
are highly susceptible to di-
version, misuse, and abuse. 
Prescription drug abuse rates 
in the United States are 
alarmingly high. According 
to the 2010 National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health, 
more Americans currently 
abuse prescription drugs 
than those using cocaine, 
hallucinogens, and heroin 
combined. Studies show that 
a majority of abused pre-
scription drugs are obtained 
from family and friends, 
including from the home 
medicine cabinet. 

Representatives from 
Mothers with a Purpose will 
be at the event to assist and 
share relevant information 
with the public. 

For more information 
about the September 27 
Drug Take Back program in 
Pleasanton, please contact 
Sergeant Penelope Tamm at 
925.931.5100.

The Livermore Police 
Department will be par-
ticipating in a nationwide 
prescription drug take back 
event on Sept. 27. This event 

will take place in front of 
the Livermore Police De-
partment located at 1110 
S. Livermore Avenue from 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. The 
services are free and anony-
mous, no questions asked.

This initiative addresses a 
vital public safety and public 
health issue. Medicines that 
languish in home cabinets 
are highly susceptible to di-
version, misuse, and abuse. 
Studies show that a majority 
of abused prescription drugs 
are obtained from family and 
friends, including from the 
home medicine cabinet.

Participants may dispose 
of medication in its origi-
nal container or by remov-
ing the medication from its 
container and disposing of 
it directly into the disposal 
box. If an original container 
is submitted, the individual 
should remove any identi-
fying information from the 
prescription label. All solid 
dosage pharmaceutical prod-
uct and liquids in consumer 
containers may be dropped. 
Intra-venous solutions, in-
jectibles, and syringes will 
not be accepted due to po-
tential hazards posed by 
blood-borne pathogens.

 

Police Departments Schedule Drug 'Take-Backs'

arts organizations and art-
ists who are involved with 
the Bothwell Arts Center 
and the community. She is 
the founder and director of 
the Livermore ArtWalk, an 
annual arts festival held in 
downtown Livermore. She 
also produces and manages 
many other local monthly 
events, such as open studios 
and art exhibitions at mul-
tiple venues. 

Tom Harland of Sunol, 
representing Supervisorial 
District Two: Harland is a 
longtime arts supporter and 
educator who has spear-
headed numerous art proj-

ects benefiting the Sunol 
community over the last 30 
years, including founding 
the Sunol Repertory The-
atre. The Theatre's annual 
production is a major fund-
raising event for the Arts & 
Music Program at the Sunol 
Glen School that serves kin-
dergarten through 8th grade 
students. To date, Sunol 
Repertory Theatre has do-
nated well over $100,000 to 
the Arts & Music Program. 

Gary and Nancy Har-
rington of Pleasanton, rep-
resenting Supervisorial Dis-
trict Four: The Harringtons 

are long-time supporters 
of the arts in Pleasanton. 
They are the founders of 
the Harrington Art Partner-
ship, established to sup-
port and advance public 
art in Pleasanton including 
monthly public art walks. 
The Harringtons are major 
supporters of the Pleasanton 
Firehouse Arts Center and 
sponsors of the annual Fresh 
Works juried exhibition 
presented at the Harrington 
Gallery. They continue to be 
a sponsor for the Pleasanton 
Weekly's annual Tri-Valley 
Heroes Arts and Culture 
Award.

  
 

County Recognizes Residents for Work in the Arts
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ents is that Livermore has 
good schools. They want 
great schools. That is the 
basis of why I am seeking 
a seat on the board," he 
said. "It is inconceivable to 
me, with two national labo-
ratories, the proximity of 
Silicon Valley, the 580/680 
connection and the airport 
that we don't have great 
schools. Funding has been 
a stumbling block," he says.

He sees finance as the 
main issue facing the dis-
trict. "There are things peo-
ple want for which there are 
no funds. I think the district 
has done a good job with 
what it has." He is pleased to 
see an upward trend in state 
funding for education.

He said that he would 
explore securing external 
sources of funding. "There 
is often money available 
from the federal government 
that is not noticed. I found 
that out as fire chief. With 
the right conversations and 
working with people, you'd 
be surprised at what you can 
learn when you listen," he 
commented.

Bueno pointed out that he 
has spent time in both Sac-
ramento and Washington, 
D.C. working with elected 
officials. He was involved 
in creating the limo safety 
bill. Bueno states that it is 
important to get to know 
public servants so that you 
are able to reach out to them 
when there is a need.

He would seek targeted 
partnerships, depending on 
what the district's needs 
may be. "Sometimes people 
with the tools share your 
passions."

Bueno says he under-
stands the socioeconomic 
issues and dealing with non-
English speakers. "Such 
factors cannot be used as an 
excuse for not providing a 
good education. My father 
spoke no English. I truly 
understand that issue. My 
sons are the first in the fam-
ily to graduate from UCs. I 
understand the struggle. It 
takes the community work-
ing together to gain parity 
at schools and in education. 
I've seen it work."

His children attended 
Sunset School. He served on 
the site council working with 
other parents to make the 
school better, Bueno said.

Common Core is the 
educational program ad-
opted by the state. Bueno 
said that he is not an expert. 
What he sees is that the 
program is logic driven 
involving development of 
critical thinking skills. "I 
haven't heard it being em-
braced. Parents don't have a 
clear understanding. Some 
say they can't help their 
children with homework 
any more. Common Core is 
the state standard. We need 
to educate people as to what 
it involves," he says. "The 
district's job is to work with 
it. If we don't like it, we 
would try to change it at the 
state level."

He likes the critical think-
ing and collaborative aspects 
of Common Core. When he 
hired people, he looked for 
those traits. He points out 
that as fire chief, he took 
down the walls surrounding 
cubicles. "The walls seemed 
to dampen creativity. Not 
everyone fits in an exact job 
description; that is where 
collaboration works well. 
The unexpected returns are 
almost always positive."

In addition to STEM, 
Bueno said he heard a lot 
about interest in the arts. He 
would look at working with 
people with the passion and 
means to work with those 
with the passion, who may 
not have the means to learn 
the skills in the various art 
disciplines. He noted that at 
the Bankhead Theater, there 
is a platform where students 
could perform side-by-side 
with renowned artists. 

"People need to be able to 
express themselves. It could 
be through the arts or ath-
letics. Football may not be 
creative. It involves regimen 
and discipline. Some kids 
really need that structure," 
continued Bueno. Athletics 
offer a place where kids can 
be guided to make the right 
choices. As a football coach, 
he hosts a breakfast every 
Saturday for the players. 
They learn manners and how 
to interact with other people. 

Bueno says that Liver-
more schools are very safe. 
The police do a very good 
job in working with the 

schools. It is important to 
make sure that little things 
do not become big things. 

He doesn't see tenured 
teachers as a problem. "It's 
about correcting the behav-
ior, not getting rid of the 
person. The process should 
involve a specific evaluation 
process. Communication 
is the key. Most people are 
capable of doing far more 
than what they are doing."

 He believes the rela-
tionships with the charter 
schools is now a good one. 
The charter schools helped 
with the approval of Mea-
sure G.

One thing he would work 
on if elected would be find-
ing scholarships so kids 
could go to college. There 
is not enough emphasis on 
that effort, he stated.

Alan Heckman has lived 
in Livermore since 1999. 
His two sons attended the 
Livermore Valley Charter 
School (LVCS). One is cur-
rently at the Livermore Val-
ley Charter Preparatory, the 
other graduated this year. 
He volunteered at LVCS 
and served on the Livermore 
Valley Charter Foundation 
where he helped to raise over 
$300,000 a year.

He was involved with 
the passage of Measure G, 
pointing out that the charter 
school brought $20,000 to 
the campaign.

Heckman said that he 
would bring an indepen-
dent fresh perspective to 
the school board. "I think 
there is a need. The district 
should be promoting itself. 
The district's job is to be an 
asset to the community, to 
provide great schools that 
would attract families," he 
declares. He believes that 
schools are left out of the 
conversation when Liver-
more is promoted as a great 
place to live.

His idea to improve the 
district would be to cre-
ate more charter schools. 
There are four schools that 
are either empty or house 
temporary uses. "I would 
like to refill the schools 
with students by attracting 
more charter schools." He 
said that they would not 
necessarily be run by the 
Livermore Valley Learning 
Corporation (LVLC), which 
manages the two charter 
schools. He added, "Charter 
schools give people a choice. 
The empty schools would 
be within walking distance 
in neighborhoods. Written 
Livermore Board of Educa-
tion policy encourages the 
establishment of charter 
schools."

He argued there would 
be more jobs provided for 
teachers if charter schools 
were opened. It provides 
teachers with choices as to 
where they want to work.

Common Core is the base 
standard of charter schools. 
Parents should be made 
aware of Common Core cur-
riculum and how it works. 

He sees it as the job of 
schools to prepare kids for 
college. Even if they don't 
plan to attend college, they 
need the same skills. "The 
goal of charter schools is to 
bring students to their fullest 
potentials," saud Heckman.

The role of the school 
board is to represent the 
parents in oversight. The 
board does not pass laws; it 
creates policy to implement 
the laws. He would like to 
see a bigger presence in Sac-
ramento lobby for changes 
that the local district might 
like to see made. He would 
also lobby to close the fund-
ing gap.

Asked about the dispar-
ity between opportunities 
at various schools, Heck-
man said he would promote 
charter schools as a way of 
providing more parity and to 
increase parent involvement. 

He said that opening 
charter schools doesn't mean 
that the district would have 
to close current schools. The 
idea would be to attract more 
people to move to Livermore 
or to bring in students from 
outside the district. Heck-
man spoke recently at a 
Pleasanton School Board 
meeting suggesting that 
if parents weren't happy 
with the local schools, they 
should consider sending 
their children to the Liver-
more charter schools.

Teachers don't have ten-
ure at charter schools. He 
would let the superinten-
dent deal with the issue by 

implementing improvement 
policies for tenured teachers.

The state recently in-
formed school districts that 
they would have to pay more 
towards the unfunded retire-
ment libaility. Heckman ob-
jects to the idea that school 
districts have to pay. He 
would advocate having other 
districts, such as LARPD 
chip in. "Everyone benefits 
by having good schools, so 
why should schools be the 
only ones paying off the li-
ability," he asked. 

Heckman didn't like the 
use of furlough days, where 
teachers took a day off with-
out pay, as a method to bal-
ance the district's budget. He 
noted that charter schools 
did not use the practice. 

He wasn't aware of path-
way programs in district 
schools. He said he has no 
problem with unions. Las 
Positas College professors 
are union members; they 
sometimes teach at the char-
ter schools, he added.

Heckman declares, "I 
know what works from my 
perspective. Parents should 
decide. As a board member 
I would like to promote 
the philosophy of charter 
schools, the value of parent 
involvement and teacher op-
tions to work. It would be a 
way to improve the schools 
and the community."

Belia Martinez previ-
ously served on the school 
board. She is a U.S. Army 
veteran. Her two children at-
tend an elementary school in 
the district. She has worked 
managing a youth employ-
ment program that aids 
at-risk youth in obtaining 
employment and ensuring 
that they graduate from high 
school.

She is currently the schol-
arship chairman for the Elks 
National Foundation of 
Livermore/Pleasanton that 
awards scholarships to high 
school students. She was se-
lected by Assemblymember 
Joan Buchanan as the 16th 
Assembly 2013 Veteran of 
the Year.

She sees the role of the 
board as one of oversight 
and the development of 
policy to implement direc-
tives from the state.

Martinez said that her 
objective in running for 
the board is to enrich the 
students curriculum with 
a concentration on STEM 
program. She would help 
to educate parents about the 
new Common Core stan-
dards. She points out that 
with two kids in school, 
she brings hands-on experi-
ence to the discussion. She 
proposes holding forums 
where parents can ask ques-
tions about the process and 
learn about changes in how 
subjects are taught under 
Common Core.

She herself has seen how 
the teaching approach can 
apply towards life skills. 
Students in a classroom may 
come up with different con-
clusions based on the same 
information, or, they could 
come to the same conclusion 
using different methods. 
That allows students to be 
creative in their thinking. 
Collaboration is part of the 
process. 

Martinez uses history in 
order to provide an example 
of the change in teaching. 
In the past, history was 
taught using a book. Now 
it is project based. Students 
don't memorize facts. Proj-
ects could involve how food 
was grown by a culture. The 
students work as teams. "I 
see my children excel more. 
It has gotten their interest. 
Students can be creative, 
express themselves in their 
own styles."

In dealing with differenc-
es in students, Martinez says 
the district has done a good 
job in bringing in resources 
to work with students to help 
bring them up to speed. At 
the same time, those who 
work at a fast pace are not 
held back. Students are eval-
uated at the start of each year 
to determine where they are 
and to identify educational 
needs, she noted.

Athletics and the arts are 
both important, said Marti-
nez. They help students to 
be more well rounded. "If 
school is all about work, 
students don't receive a bal-
anced education."

She added, "Not every-
one is athletically inclined. 
The arts provide a place for 
them to shine. Music is like 

learning another language; 
it enhances learning ability."

In education, Martinez 
said that it is important as a 
community to have support 
from families and busi-
nesses. She helped with the 
fusbal program at Junction 
Avenue. The program was 
able to obtain a grant by 
using recycled materials to 
build the fusbal field. On the 
arts side, there is a mariachi 
club that provides a way for 
students in the 2nd and 3rd 
grades to be involved with 
music.

Martinez believes that 
the schools are safe. "The 
district has done a good job. 
While any district can expect 
to have issues, there are no 
gang problems. The school 
district and the Livermore 
Police Department have 
worked together to ensure 
that schools are safe. If there 
were an issue, it is important 
at all times to keep families 
involved and informed."

She likes the diversity 
of programs offered by the 
district. The international 
baccalaureate (IB) program 
at Joe Michell and dual im-
mersion program at Junction 
are good examples. She 
thinks it would be a good 
idea to offer other languages, 
such as Mandarin. "I am a 
big proponent of students 
learning a second language, 
especially with the growing 
global economy. Language 
instruction should be offered 
at an earlier age," Martinez 
said.

Martinez says that it is 
important to offer options 
to those not going on to col-
lege. Trade schools are one 
idea. The district can look at 
offering different pathways 
that do not require a four 
year degree. Grants from 
corporations can help to 
fund such things as a tech 
academy. For the new culi-
nary academy in the district, 
the equipment was donated 
by corporations. Students 
and the community benefit, 
she pointed out.

Tenure for teachers re-
quires ongoing education 
and feedback from peers, 
perhaps even from parents 
on how they see their stu-
dents being taught. If im-
provement were needed on 
the part of a teacher, there 
should be a plan of action 
that includes milestones, 
and warnings. A teacher 
should be given ample time 
to change and improve.

The district and its unions 
are on good footing, said 
Martinez. There have been 
great strides in creating a 
partnership where unions 
and the district have the 
same goals.

Martinez says that the 
district has done a good 
job managing its money. It 
has maintained reserves as 
needed while maximizing 
its resources.

She says of the charter 
school, there is a good re-
lationships with the district 
providing oversight. She 
said, "Charter schools pro-
vide a choice for families 
who feel that is what is 
needed for their children." 

Kate Runyon currently 
serves as president of the 
Board of Education. She is 
seeking her third term on the 
board. Prior to being elected 
the first time, she volun-
teered as a member of the 
Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation, which raises 
funds to enhance program-
ming at the schools.

She notes that the district 
is getting closer to receiv-
ing equal funding from the 
state. The district receives 
additional funding for lower 
income, non-English speak-
ing, and foster children. That 
is recognition that some stu-
dents require more services, 
stated Runyon. 

The one fly in the oint-
ment is the state's unfunded 
liability when it comes to 
pensions through CalPers. 
The school district will have 
to pay a much larger portion 
than was anticipated. "It's a 
huge change. If the numbers 
hold, it will eat a lot of our 
budget. We have to pay what 
is required and still maintain 
prudent reserves that made it 
possible to keep programs 
and employees during the 
recession," she said. Runyon 
adds that promises were 
made with regard to pen-
sions. They need to be kept.

The district and its unions 
work well together. Employ-
ees are invited to take part in 

the same budget workshops 
as management. That way 
we are all talking about the 
same facts. It is a very trans-
parent process, she states.

Runyon talked about var-
ious programs in the district. 
She said she was pleased 
with the response to the 
international baccalaureate 
(IB) program at Joe Michell 
School. Sixty families have 
transferred there. Granada 
High has now been accepted 
as an IB. Project Lead the 
Way program, which pro-
vides hands-on science, has 
been successful. "We con-
tinue to train teachers and 
to look for sponsors to help 
fund the program."

She would like to be able 
to hire a credential Man-
darin teacher to add to the 
learning opportunities in the 
district. She would like to 
open an art school, K-5 or 
K-8 where performance arts, 
music and art are the focus. 
"I think there is a demand 
in Livermore that has not 
been met. Arts programs are 
something the community 
likes," she commented.

When it comes to Com-
mon Core, Runyon states, 
"I am not an expert. It was 
imposed by the state." The 
district is working with con-
sultants to help train teachers 
to teach such things as math. 
The goal of math instruction 
is to help students under-
stand the concepts behind 
the process, why it works 
and where it matters.

Parents have questions 
about Common Core. The 
district offered training 
for parents and members 
of the community in what 
Common Care involves. 
Two hundred showed up at 
Granada High School for the 
training, said Runyon.

Collaboration is a part 
of the Common Core cur-
riculum. Runyon notes that 
we live and work in a world 
where people work in teams. 
"One thing I do like. In the 
past, English language arts 
focused on fiction. Common 
Core says there is also a need 
to read nonfiction."

Schools are not always 
equal. Runyon says that this 
is a very mixed community. 
At some schools, parents are 
very involved; at others they 
are not, for varioius reasons. 
To fill in the gap, the com-
munity has stepped up. "You 
can help fill deficits. Volun-
teers come in and read and 
tutor students." The health 
fair was an example of the 
community stepping up. 
Students were provided with 
health screenings and were 
up to date on shots before 
school started. "When a need 
is seen, people pull together 
and things happen."

Runyon said, "I do not 
see a growing gang problem. 
Staff has done a good job at 
getting at things before they 
get out of hand."

Tenure is a reality. Teach-
ing is one profession where 
you work for two years and 
earn employment for life. 
Runyon said, "Teachers 
don't enter the profession 
for monetary rewards. They 
are motivated to help kids."

She added that she would 
like it to be easier to get rid 
of problem employees. She 
would like more authority in 
hiring and firing and to have 
the process be shorter. "The 
goal is to hire well. Ifsome-
one doesn't work out, don't 
grant tenure. Those who earn 
tenure and are not doing 
their jobs need to be given 
time to work on issues." 

Runyon said that the dis-
trict is on good terms with its 
unions. "We worked really 
hard on that. We have built 
trust over the last ten years. 
Respect goes a long way 
when you are recognizing 
the professionalism it takes 
to do the job."

Athletics are important. 
"I've learned a lot since 
serving on the board about 
the positive impacts athletics 
has on a school. It can de-
velop a cohesiveness. They 
give kids a place where they 
can thrive. Everyone needs a 
program," she said, adding 
that the district needs to pay 
attention to infrastructure. 
The stadiums and bleachers 
need work. 

She believes in partner-
ships. There is a working 
one with Las Positas Col-
lege. She hopes to do more 
with the college. "It's a tre-
mendous resource," she said. 
Runyon would ask business-
es what their needs might be 
in employees. In response to 

the need, a program would 
start in high school and con-
tinue on to Las Positas. One 
example is the new Toyota 
dealer. There is a need for 
mechanics. However, the 
current program is targeted 
to GM cars. "Once a need is 
identified, we work on it and 
look for grant help.

"Not every kids will go to 
college. We offer programs 
such as green science acad-
emy and other pathways. We 
need a good pathway for all 
of the kids. It's about work-
ing towards something," 
stated Runyon.

Anne White was first 
elected to the board in 1990. 
She said, "I am running 
again because there is a glo-
rious opportunity to imple-
ment Common Core. It will 
really make students and 
teachers think differently."

Finances are going fine, 
she said of the district bud-
get. White noted that the 
economy is turning around. 
There is an additional $2.5 
million provided through 
the local control funding 
formula.The district will 
receive funding for lower 
incomes students, those who 
do not speak English and 
foster children. "Schools 
will be able to choose how 
to provide the resources, 
whether it be smaller classes 
or different programs using 
the local control money."

White would like to 
use some of the money the 
district receives to hire a 
communications specialist. 
People who need services 
should be aware of what is 
available for their children. 
Having someone available 
to provide the information 
would be helpful, she noted.

With the state requiring 
school districts to pay more 
towards retirement there 
could be a negative im-
pact on the district's budget. 
White doesn't like having to 
pay for the mistake's made 
at the state level. "Having 
to pay for the unfunded li-
ability puts a damper on the 
bright light at the end of the 
tunnel."

The district has been in 
the process of implementing 
Common Core for the past 
two years. "We started with 
gusto. There is a need for 
a lot of staff development, 
due to the changes in how 
subjects are taught."

Common Core represents 
a change in attitude, she 
said. White, who served on 
the state's text book panel, 
pointed out that districts do 
not have to purchase state 
approved books. However, 
in selecting a textbook, it is 
important to remember that 
students statewide take the 
same tests.

Arts and athletics are 
both important, said White. 
Students need to feel they 
belong, that everyone has 
a "gang." Some would be 
comfortable with an art gant, 
others with an athletic gang. 
"That is the advantage of a 
big school. There are more 
options where students can 
feel a part of something," 
according to White.

When it comes to notori-
ous gangs, White doesn't see 
a problem in the schools. 
Student resource officers 
talk to kids. "They are aware 
of what is going on and stop 
problems before they can 
grow."

White sees the ability 
to innovate as one of the 
strengths of the district, 
to respond to request. She 
explains that when the su-
perintendent is approached 
with an idea for a particular 
curriculum, her response 
is to ask those involved to 
find out how many students 
would be interested. If there 
were enough students, then 
an effort is made to find 
the funding and implement 
the idea. "If other districts 
took that approach, there 
wouldn't be as many charter 
schools," said White. She 
herself would like to see a 
French immersion program. 

She pointed to such pro-
grams as the hands-on sci-
ence program Project Lead 
the Way, where the district 
is one of the few to offer 
it in an elementary school. 
There is a green academy at 
Livermore High. It will now 
be offered at Christensen 
and East Avenue middle 
schools. The culinary arts 
academy at Del Valle High 
School is another idea that 
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Mel Marklin Hagmann
Mel Marklin Hagmann, 

age 58, was found deceased 
at his home on September 3, 
2014. Born in Montebello 
Ca on July 26,1956, he was 
a 13 year resident of Liver-
more, Ca. 

Mel is survived by his 
son Colin Hagmann, father 
Melvin P. Hagmann, mother 
Ima Hagmann, brother Mark 
Hagmann and sisters Leana 
Martinez, Laonia Jaime, 
Ellie Hurley and Melody 
Reaves. 

There will be a private 
family service at a later date.

Jean Page Crocker
Oct. 30, 1924- Sept. 16, 2014
Pleasanton, CA

Jean lost a 7 year battle 
with Lewy Body Disease 

l e a v i n g 
b e h i n d 
her loving 
husband, 
Don ,  o f 
66 years, 
s i s t e r 
Dorothy, 
chi ldren 
Tom and 
L i n d a , 

son-in-law Kelly, and grand-
children Brendan and Sierra. 
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Reg Alameda Co No 96
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LEGAL SELF-HELP 
A Non-Attorney 

Alternative
Excellent Service Guarantee

 Competitive Rates
Family, Civil Matters, Deeds  

Estate Planning, More
ATLAS Document 

Preparation Services
(925) 577-4736 

120 Spring St, Pleasanton, CA 94566

I am not an attorney. I can only provide  
self-help service at your specific direction.

ValleyCare Thrift Shop

END OF THE MONTH SALE
This Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

EVERYTHING IN THE STORE  
1/2 OFF!

1911 Second Street, Livermore

Jean spent her last years 
with her family, pets, and 
reminiscing about Chicago, 
earning her B.S. from Iowa 
State University, and her 
Delta Zeta Sorority days. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
donate to an animal charity 
in her memory as she loved 
helping animals.

Stephen Thomas Alger
Dec. 21, 1954 - Sept. 28, 2013

 It has been one long year 
since you went to live with 
our Lord. Just when I feel 
most alone, I need only to 
remember you - Steve.

I thank God we spent 
precious time together and 
I want you to know that my 
life will never be the same 
without you.

Thank you for being a big 
part of my life. Whenever 
I had a problem you were 
there for me and I was there 
for you.

You and I were together 
almost 10 years. Should 
have been longer. You are 
now pain free. But, I still 
ache in my heart.

 My heart is healing. 
Thanks to good friends. Our 
friends miss and love you!

 

Science Camp 
Scholarship

The Livermore Lioness Club, 
the nonprofit sister club of the 
Livermore Lions, has donated 
$350 to send one Rancho Las 
Positas fourth grader to Liver-
more Taylor Science Camp in 
January 2015.

The donation will cover the 
cost of the one week camp for 
one student and some incidentals, 
such as a sleeping bag, snacks, 
or other items as needed.

The Livermore Lioness Club 
joins the Rancho Las Positas staff 
in inviting the community to help 
fund full or partial additional 
scholarships for fourth and fifth 
graders by calling the school at 
925-606-4748 or stopping by the 
school directly.

Rancho Las Positas School 
is located at 401 E. Jack London 
Blvd. Livermore CA 94551.

The Livermore Lioness Club 
is accepting new members and 
is currently celebrating 30 years 
of service to the Livermore 
community

Homecoming Carnival
The public is invited to at-

tend the Granada High School 
Homecoming Carnival. 

It will be held on October 2nd 
from 5-9 pm at the school, 400 
Wall Street, Livermore.

During the carnival there will 
be Literary Genre Themed skits 
presented by each class: Senior, 
Juniors, Sophomores, and Fresh-
man.The presentations will start 
at 6. The skits last from around 
25-30 minutes and include danc-
ing and acting. 

Also there will be Granada 
clubs hosting booths offering 
food and games. Food Truck 
Mafia will be there with more 
food options. 

The entry fee to attend the 
carnival is $5.
Tour de Cure

The American Diabetes 
Association (ADA) is inviting 
women riders of all levels to join 
the celebration and be part of 
the Stop Diabetes® movement 
by taking part in the inaugural 
Women’s Series Tour de Cure®, 
a cycling event happening on 
Sunday, October 26 in Liver-
more Valley Wine Country. 

The Women’s Series is part 
of a new women’s-focused 
initiative that builds on 20+ 
years of success with the ADA’s 
Tour de Cure national cycling 
fundraiser. 

The Women’s Series Tour de 
Cure is designed for beginning 
to experienced cyclists offering 
15-mile, 36-mile and 66-mile 
routes through Livermore Val-
ley. Wente Vineyards is hosting 
a rider reception and interactive 
women’s expo the evening be-
fore the event in their historic 
Sandstone Caves. 

 The Women’s Series Tour 
de Cure raises funds through 
registration fees and pledges 
collected by the cyclists. To 
register, cyclists or volunteers 
can call the American Diabetes 
Association at 1-888-DIABE-
TES or visit us at diabetes.org/
womenstournorcal. 

Special Days
Livermore Feed & Farm 

Supply is announcing their 
2014 Purina® Check-R-Board® 
Days, a customer appreciation 
event. Stop by Livermore Feed 
& Farm Supply located at 3170 
Fourth St. Livermore, CA 94550 
on Saturday, October 4th from 
9 AM – 5 PM. Customers will 
also have the opportunity to 
enter in the national 2014 Pu-
rina® Check-R-Board® Days 
sweepstakes for a chance to win 
a 2014 John Deere™ Gator TS, 
a Trip-for-Two to the Purina® 
Animal Nutrition Center, or 
Purina® Gear. 

“We are proud to serve the 

residents of our community and 
thank them for their continued 
loyalty,” Dwight Greenhouse, 
Livermore Feed & Farm Sup-
ply. “We invite everyone to 
come celebrate our 2014 Pu-
rina® Check-R-Board® Days 
with us.” 

 

Youth Leadership
Alameda County is currently 

accepting applications for Youth 
Leadership 2014-2015, a five-
session program focused on 
leadership and local government 
designed specifically for County 
high school juniors and seniors. 

This free award-winning 
County program will accept 
approximately 35 high school 
juniors and seniors representing 
various geographic areas in the 
County to come together on five 
Saturday mornings, over five 
months to hear presentations 
and discuss what it takes to be 
an active participant in local 
government as a resident, an 
employee, a community leader, 
and an elected official. 

Apply online at http://www.
acgov.org/youthleadership/
application.htm by Saturday, 
September 27. Participants 
will be selected on a first-come, 
first-serve basis by supervisorial 
district, city and school.

Session dates are October 
4, November 1, December 13, 
2014 and January 10 and 31, 
2015. Sessions will also focus on 
the role of County government 
in delivering critically-needed 
services, such as public assis-
tance, public protection and the 
wide variety of youth-focused 
programs offered by Alameda 
County. Participants will have 
an opportunity to visit various 
County facilities.

Moonset Program
September Moonset is the 

theme of the Sat., Sept. 27 
program offered by the Liver-

more Area Recreation and 
Park District ranger staff. Meet 
Ranger Glen Florey at 7 p.m. 
at Sycamore Grove Park, 1051 
Wetmore Road. 

The sun may be setting 
earlier than it used to, but the 
evenings don’t yet have that win-
ter chill. Come out to Sycamore 
Grove Park this Saturday eve-
ning for a walk under the light of 
the setting crescent moon. This 
hike will be approximately three 
miles total on both paved and 
unpaved trails stopping along 
the way to check out the park 
animals going to bed and the 
stars coming out for the night. 

There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. A $3 
donation is requested to help 
support the programs unless 
other fees are specified. Partici-
pants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Harvest Wine Tasting
Fenestra Winery is celebrat-

ing California Wine Month 
by hosting its annual Harvest 
Wine Tasting event on Saturday, 
September 27th and Sunday, 
September 28th from noon to 5 
pm both days. This year marks 
Fenestra’s 38th harvest.

The wine tasting will include 
all of Fenestra’s current wines.
Two new white wines will be 
released 2013 Chardonnay and 
2013 Semonnay – and three new 
red wines, 2011 Graciano, 2009 
Estate Syrah, and 2005 Port. 

The charge for this Harvest 
Wine Tasting is the normal 
$10.00 and no charge for wine 
club members.

Fenestra Winery is located 
in an historic winery building 
built in 1889 near Hwy 84, 6 
miles east of 680. From 680, 
head north, take Hwy 84 east 
to Livermore. For information, 
phone 925-447-5246 or email 
info@fenestrawinery.com

has become a reality.
Partnerships are impor-

tant. The district has worked 
with Las Positas College 
and other K-12 districts to 
plan programs designed to 
enhance career education 
opportunities through re-
gional occupational program 
(ROP) classes, White said. 

She added, "Whether or 
not a student plans to go on 
to college, they should be 
prepared to do so. Similar 
skills are needed in college, 
as well as in the workforce. 
If students decide to go 
to college, instruction in 
K-12 should minimize the 
need for remedial math and 
English instruction. Sending 
students unprepared is a dis-
service to the students."

White believes there is a 
good relationship with the 
charter school. The district 
provides oversight. Her one 
issue relates to the fact that 
the charter K-8 school does 
not meet district demograph-
ics.

Tenure is a reality, said 
White. Ineffective teachers 
are counseled and presented 
with a remediation plan to 
improve. She said that as 
long as there is tenure, it 
should be really hard to at-
tain. There should be up to 
four years to give time to 
work with a teacher before 
granting tenure. Immediate 
tenure could be offered to a 
teacher who is really good, 
who comes to the district 
nationally credentialed with 
teaching experience.
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fee is $17 million; the pay-
ments over the life of the 
certificates  are estimated 
at $12.5 million including 
interest. The excess would 
provide sufficient coverage. 
It is expected that dollars 
from the city's general fund 
will never be needed.

City Attorney Jason Al-
cala stated that the host fees 
are explicitly obligated to 
be used for a performing 
arts theater in Livermore 
and cannot be used for any 
other purpose. The lease to 

LVPAC will be for seven 
years with two options of 
10 and 13 years to extend 
the lease. LVPAC will be re-
quired to report quarterly on 
its marketing, programming, 
operations and fund-raising.

Roberts said that there are 
several steps to be taken be-
fore everything is finalized. 
One will be to present the 
settlement agreement with 
the state to the Oversight 
Board, which oversees the 
shutdown of the redevelop-
ment agency in Livermore. 
That is scheduled for Oct. 
1. Second, the county ap-
proval of its contribution 
needs to be completed. The 
matter has been set to be 
heard as part of the Oct. 7 
agenda. Prior to the issuance 
of the COP, all funds must be 
deposited into escrow with 
the close of escrow set for 
November 7. If any of the re-
quired actions fail to happen, 
the deal will terminate at that 
point, explained Roberts.

Howard Huff, LVPAC 
board member and treasurer, 
read a statement from board 
president Phil Wente, who 
was unable to attend the 
meeting. In it, Wente wrote 
that the agreement will allow 
the community to continue 
to enjoy the Bankhead The-
ater and the Bothwell Arts 
Center for generations to 
come. "The Bankhead The-
ater is truly an extraordinary 
regional asset that delivers a 
diversity of exciting arts and 
entertainment and deserves 
broad support from both 
public agencies and private 
donors. Please help LVPAC  
send a clear and resounding 
message that the community 
is solidly behind supporting 
the visual and performing 
arts, our resident companies 
and the arts education of our 
youth."

Huff commented that 
while the settlement will 
give LVPAC a fresh start, it 
does not mean that LVPAC 
can rest financially. It will 
need public support in the 
form of contributions and at-
tendance at its performances.  
LVPAC's draft financial plan 
for 2015 calls for revenues 

of $2.8 million to cover 
production and operating ex-
penses. Of the $2.8 million, 
LVPAC expects to receive 
$1.6 million in ticket sales 
and related user revenues, 
leaving $1.2 million, or 43 
percent of total revenues, 
to be raised through public 
donations.  "We believe that 
this amount is a reasonable 
share of revenues that public 
contributions can and will 
meet," he stated.  He added 
that LVPAC will continue to 
work to drive the percent-
age lower over the next few 
years by building up finan-
cial reserves, which will help 
to weather the inevitable 
economic downturns. He 
pointed out that season ticket 
sells have more than doubled 
over the same time period as 
last year.

Joe Madden, a board 
member, declared, "We've 
done it. We have created a 
downtown that is the envy 
of much of Northern Cali-
fornia. The Bankhead The-
ater has been a vital part in 
contributing to the fabric of 
downtown." He asked the 
council to do what it could to 
ensure that the theater stays 
open under local ownership 
and control. "The city and its 
community stand to benefit," 
he stated.

Another board member 
and Lab employee, Jean 
Schuler, pointed out that 
recruiting young people to 
work at the Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
is enhanced by having the 
theater. She was leaving on 
a recruiting trip to Arizona.

During the public hear-
ing, thirty-five speakers fa-
vored the agreement, while 
four either opposed or ques-
tioned it. 

Many spoke of the posi-
tive impact of the theater on 
revitalizing the downtown 
and improving the quality 
of life in the city. Margaret 
Tracy commented, "It's the 
shining star of Livermore's 
cultural community."

Several commented that 
LVPAC had helped to bring 
in programs that were in-
clusive. The Tuesday Tunes 

with a Twist showcased 
some of those groups, in-
cluding Chez Nami and 
the Hispanic Heritage Cen-
ter. Students also benefited 
through the programming.

On the negative side, 
Russ Greenlaw suggested 
that the theater should be 
leased to a for-profit owner 
and operator. It should not 
be leased back to the same 
people who will not run it 
at a profit.

Board member Jean King 
explained that to be self-sup-
porting, the theater would 
have needed to be larger. 
Small, community theaters 
do not support themselves 
on ticket sells alone. 

Roberts said of the pos-
sibility of bringing in new 
management, that it would 
cost an estimated $1 million 
to $1.5 million a year.

Downtown businessman 
Nick Leong, owner of Uncle 
Yu's, pointed out that the 
Bankhead has been a ma-
jor attractor that benefits 
everyone. "Growth in the 
downtown is good, but it is 
not solid. If the Bankhead 
were to go dark, that would 
pose a threat to the growth of 
the downtown. The arts are 
priceless to our future. Con-
sider cautiously and vote 
with reason," he advised.

The city council weighed 
in with their comments. 
They all mentioned that no 
general fund or tax money 
would be used to pay off the 
city's $9.2 million contribu-
tion. The money involved 
comes from the landfill host 
fee, money that is already 
being used for the theater, 
and is committed only for 
that use.

Laureen Turner noted 
that a year and a half ago 
she voted against loaning 
LVPAC money because she 
wanted a plan. "We now 
have a plan. We are not 
spending anything new; we 
might actually be ahead." 
The landfill money is going 
to the exact same thing that 
it always has, the theater. "I 
am absolutely in support of 
this deal," she declared.

Stewart Gary responded 

to those who quoted him 
during the public testimony. 
"It's easy to quote someone 
out of context." Redevel-
opment laws were struck 
down by the state creating 
the effect of an asteroid 
that gob-smacked LVPAC 
by taking away the revenue 
stream for two theaters. He 
pointed that every consul-
tant and LVPAC director 
has said that no single 500 
seat theater can afford a 
construction debt without a 
private or public benefactor. 
The landfill money the city 
will use is already pledged 
to the Bankhead Theater. If 
the debt is removed, LVPAC 
will be able to concentrate 
on raising money to operate 
and maintain the theater.   

He added that the coun-
cil stuck to its deal points 
during the negations with 
trip wires, cure notices and 
ultimate default. "It is a per-
formance based agreement. 
If LVPAC cannot operate 
the theater successfully, the 
city would acquire a new 
operator."

Doug Horner thanked 
city staff for its work on the 
pact and Supervisor Scott 
Haggerty for bringing the 
host fee to Livermore in the 
first place. He also thanked 
LVPAC for trusting the pro-
cess. "We were all in this 
together. LVPAC had the 

original vision to build this 
theater and the audacity to 
want to build two theaters. 
The theater is LVPAC's gift 
to the community. It is the 
jewel of the Tri-Valley. It 
will require everyone to con-
tinue to support the theater 
and LVPAC."

Councilmember Bob Wo-
erner stated that what has 
remained the same over the 
past year has been the com-
mitment of the community 
to the Bankhead. He stated 
that from the start, we said 
we were not going to risk 
the general fund, we have 
not done so. Now, all of the 
parties have come together 
and put together a deal that 
works. 

Mayor John Marchand 
noted that the plan repre-
sents a public-private part-
nership. Supervisor Scott 
Haggerty did a great job in 
getting money for a com-
munity theater through the 
host landfill fee when the 
Bankhead started. He fought 
for the $2.8 million from 
the county. No taxes are 
involved in the payments. 
Marchand pointed out that 
the host fee has a minimal 
impact on garbage rates. He 
estimated that he pays 25 
cents a year. He added, that 
the whole region pays for 
the Bankhead through the 
host fee. 

Obituary/ 
Memoriam Policies

Obituaries are published in The Independent at 
no charge. There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families want to honor the 

memories of their loved ones. There is a charge for 
memoriam ads,based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to  
editmail@compuserve.com
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Fall Rose Show at Alden Lane 
Nursery in Livermore.  October 4 and 5, 
2014.  This year's show is dedicated to 
the memory of David Lowell.  Enter roses 
for judging Saturday from 7 to 10 am.  
Help is available for novices.  Open to the 
public for viewing Saturday 1 to 5 pm and 
Sunday 9 to 5 pm. Free admission.  981 
Alden Lane, Livermore.  Co-sponsored by 
Mt. Diablo Rose Society. (510) 331-6115. 

Tri-Valley Republican Women 
Federated is sponsoring a Candidate’s 
Night on Thursday, October 9th, 7:00 pm 
at Cattlemen’s Restaurant, 2882 Kitty 
Hawk Road, Livermore.  Meet state and 
local candidates, listen to their platforms. 
Reservations are due by Monday, October 
6th.  Contact Rebecca Potts at rebecca.
potts@comcast.net or phone 925-294-
4013.  Dinner price is$30/members; $34/
guests.  

Tri-Valley Conservancy hosting 
Jeans & Jewels on Emerald Isle, Thursday, 
November 6th,  6pm-10pm, the Casa 
Real at Ruby Hill Winery. Proceeds used 
to preserve open space, agricutlure, 
recreation trails, wildlife habitats and 
natural resources. Get details and tickets 
at www.trivalleyconservancy.org

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society meets at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 13 at 
Congregation Beth Emek in Pleasanton. 
Vera Broyles who will speak on Land and 
Property Records and how they can be 
help in finding details of your ancestors.  
All are welcome. There is no cost to 
attend.  For additional information e-mail 
to program@L-AGS. 

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Sept. 27, 98 miles from 
Shannon Center to Sunol to Niles Canyon 
and across the Dumbarton Bridge to Palo 
Alto, meet 7 a.m. Ken Hernandez, 510-
329-9481. Sun., Sept. 28, 17 miles, Lake 
Chabot along a variety of trails, meet 9 
a.m. Steve Kowalewski, 510-246-2815. 
Wed., Oct. 1, 34 miles from San Ramon 
Central Park through Danville and Alamo 
to Walnut Creek, meet 9 a.m., Peter 
Rathmann, 336-0973. Anyone planing 
to go on a ride is asked to call the leader 
for details on where to meet and what 
to bring.

Livermore Library Board, meets 7 
p.m. Thurs., Sept. 25 at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An 
agenda will be posted at the library 72 
hours prior to the meeting.

Widowed Men and Women of 
No. CA., Oct. 4, 3 p.m. annual picnic 
in Pleasanton, RSVP by Sept. 30 to 
Ruby, 462-9636. Oct. 8, noon, lunch in 
Pleasanton, RSVP by Oct. 6 to Janet, 
443-3317. Oct. 12, noon, general meet-
ing, birthday lunch in Pleasanton, RSVP 
by Oct. 8 to Ruby, 462-9636. Oct. 16, 
Happy hour in Pleasanton, 5 p.m., RSVP 
by Oct. 14 to Marge, 828-5124. Oct. 
18, 1 p.m., friendly bridge, RSVP by Oct. 
11 to Athene, 846-0111. Oct. 19, 11 
a.m. Brunch in Dublin, RSVP by Oct. 17 
to Hilda, 398-8808. Oct. 23, lunch in 
San Ramon, RSVP by Oct. 21 to David, 
833-7647. Oct. 26, champagne brunch 
in Pleasanton, 11 a.m., RSVP by Oct. 18 
to Jill, 846-2871. Oct. 28, 1 p.m. lunch 
in Livermore, RSVP by Oct. 26 to Gloria, 
846-8320.

Book Drive, Assistance League® of 
Amador Valley is holding a children’s book 
drive in support of Make a Difference Day, 
October 25, a national day of community 
service. New books for children in grades 
kindergarten through 5th grade are being 
collected now through October at Towne 
Center Books, 555 Main Street in Pleas-
anton. They will be presented in conjunc-
tion with its signature program, Operation 
School Bell® whereby students in 
need in the Tri-Valley area are provided 
school clothing and shoes.  For more 
information, go to www.amadorvalley.as-
sistanceleague.org., www.assistancelea-
gue.org. and www.handsonnetwork.org/
MakeADifferenceDay. 

GNON (Girls Night Out Networking) 
and Insignia Designs and Black Mtn. 

Property Management are offering women 
a networking opportunity at the October 
15.  There will be raffle prizes, socializing, 
great food and fun. Enjoy a glass of wine 
and appetizers. 5 to 7 p.m.  2150 Rheem 
Drive, Pleasanton. RSVP and prepay 
required by October 13. $10 members, 
$15 nonmembers. www.gnon.org/rsvp.
html or call 925-487-4748. 

Tri-Valley Progressives, Every 
Saturday (Call for locations) and Monday 
(1919 6th St, Livermore) 10AM-12:30PM 
through the election. We are contacting 
voters in Southern states to help keep the 
Senate Blue. Please bring cell phone and 
charger. Contact Kyoko at 925-290-7124 
or visit KeepTheSenateBlue.org

Dress a Girl Around the World, 
an invitation toSchool Supply Drive for 
Homeless Kids, Sept. 1-30. New Leaf is 
collecting donations throughout the month 
of September for distribution by Tri-Valley 
Haven. Drop off: binder paper, binders, 
notebooks, scissors, glue sticks, pens, 
colored pencils, pencils, markers, erasers, 
rulers, crayons, backpacks, calculators, 
compasses, protractors, and Payless 
Shoes gift cards in $10 denominations. 
Tri-Valley Haven is the only program that 
provides shelter to homeless two-parent 
families, single fathers with children as 
well as single mothers and single women. 
New Leaf Community Markets, Vintage 
Hills Shopping Center, 3550 Bernal Ave, 
Pleasanton 

Tea Dance featuring The Mel-
lotones Combo Jazz Band, presented 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars Pleasant  
Post 6298, 1 to 3:15 p.m. Veterans Hall, 
301 Main St., Pleasanton. Dates for tea 
Dances are  Oct. 15 and Nov. 19. Music 
from the American songbook played 
for listening and dancing for a variety 
of ballroom experiences. Admission 
$10. Food and drink will be provided. 
Proceeds benefit needy veterans and their 
families. Information joephylb@att.net 
or 443-2224.

Bountiful Fall Harvest Cooking 
Class, Tues., Sept. 30, 6:30-8 p.m. Free. 
Suzanne Aziz, nutritional educator and 
holistic chef, will demonstrate how to 
make healthy spaghetti and meat balls 
using organic ground turkey and seasonal 
organic, unrefined ingredients – all free of 
dairy, egg, gluten, and grain. The meal is 
low on the glycemic index and high in fi-
ber. Recipe cards to take home. New Leaf 
Community Markets, Vintage Hills Shop-
ping Center, 3550 Bernal Ave, Pleasanton 
Preregister at: www.newleafpleasanton.
eventbrite.com

Dementia Education Class, at 
Heritage Estates in Livermore presented 
by VITAS Hospice. Sept. 27, 9 to 11 a.m. 
behaviors associated with dementia and 
how to cope. Classes in the assisted 
living activities room. RSVP would be 
appreciated, but drop-ins welcome. Call 
Heritage Estates, 373-3636. 

International Dance Festival for 
New Dancers, Sun., Oct. 26, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Livermore Veterans Hall, 522 South L 
Street, Livermore. Free. No partner or 
experience necessary. Experienced danc-
ers welcome. Wear layered clothing and 
comfortable shoes. Presented by the Del 
Valle Folk Dancers. Wide variety of dances 
from around the world will be taught. 
Information at dvfolk@gmail.com or visit 
www.folkdance.com, call 415-246-7697. 

Pleasanton Lions Club- welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our commu-
nity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd 
& 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The Regalia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Registration for fall classes offered 
by the Livermore Adult Community Educa-
tion Center underway. Register online 
at www.livermoreadulted.org or walk-in 
registration at 1401 Almond Avenue, 
Livermore. The offices are open Monday-
Thursday 9:00 to 7:00 pm. Call for more 
information (925) 606-4722. Classes 
range from computers to art and more. 
For class dates and times, go to www.
livermoreadulted.org 

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers, reaching 
out to those in need in the Tri-Valley and 
having fun doing it. Regular meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., 
Pleasanton. For more information, see our 

website, www.amadorvalley.assistance-
league.org, e-mail assistanceleaguea-
madorvalley@yahoo.com, or call (925) 
461-6401.

3rd annual Horse Faire, presented 
by Tri-Valley Trailblazers, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Sat., Oct. 5 at Robertson Park 
in Livermore. Free parking and entry. 
Fund-raiser for special needs programs 
and EBRPD mounted police. Food, shop-
ping, music, pony rides, ‘Li’l Cowpoke 
Rodeo Corral for special needs children 
5 to 15, horse chiropractic, saddle 
fitting, tack sale, jewelry and more. 
Special 6-hour sensory clinic with Susan 
Dockter for $195 (reservations required 
www.proactivehorsemanship.com). 
Vendors and sponsors sought: vendor 
contact Barbara Hoffman 510-589-2572, 
birdhousesbybarb@aol.com; sponsor 
contact Diane Wishart 925-895-8445 
diwishcpa@gmail.com. More information 
and registration forms at www.trival-
leytrailblazers.com

Calling all crafters, sell your hand-
made creations and benefit survivors 
of violence and homelessness in your 
hometown. Tri-Valley Haven is hosting 
an Annual Holiday Craft Fair for local 
artisans to market their wares. Holiday 
Craft Fair will be Thursday, November 6 
from 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. The event 
will be held at the Livermore Barn located 
at 3131 Pacific Avenue in Livermore. 
Vendor applications are being accepted. 
If interested, download a Tri-Valley Haven 
Craft Fair Vender application at www.tri-
valleyhaven.org, or call (925) 667-2711. 

 25th Annual Nostalgia Car Show, 
presented by the Altamont Cruisers. 
Sunday, September 28, 20149:00 am to 
4:00 pm Downtown Livermore. Opening 
Ceremonies at 9:00 am. www.altamont-
cruisers.org 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a social 
group of retired men who join together to 
better enjoy their leisure time. Activities 
include golf, bridge, photography, travel, 
fishing, biking, wine tasting, and technol-
ogy. The Tri-Valley Branch serves men liv-
ing in Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, and 
San Ramon. The group meets for lunch on 
the first Thursday of each month at the 
San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest Lane, 
San Ramon. Please read more about the 
Tri-Valley SIR at http://sirs34.org/ and 
the Statewide SIR at www.sirinc.org/. For 
information or to attend a meeting, call 
Rich Osborne 925-785-3549.

Navy, Marine Corp & Coast Guard 
Active Duty and Veterans. Meet with 
other like minded veterans for camarade-
rie and support of veterans causes. The 
Fleet Reserve Association is a chartered 
organization that provides a voice in 
Congress. Young veterans are highly 
encouraged to get involved in promoting 
the concerns of your generation. The 
local branch of the FRA meets the first 
Friday of each month at 6:30 PM at the 
Veterans Memorial Building, 522 South 
L St., Livermore. For more information 
go to www.fra.org or contact Roy Warner 
at 925-449-6048 or Loraine Maese at 
454-1582.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since Janu-
ary 2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620.

ClutterLess (CL), This is a nonprofit, 
peer-based, self-help, support group for 
people with difficulty discarding unwanted 
possessions. Meetings room 7 at 7 p.m. 
every Monday at the St. Mary & St. John 
Coptic Orthodox Church. Room 7, 4300 
Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just come or 
call our 925-525-3992 or 925-922-1467 
or go to www.ClutterLess.org

Bereaved Mother’s Network of 
the Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore 
Civic Center Library, Small Conference 
Room. The aim of the network is to allow 
bereaved mothers to make connections 
with, share resources, and support other 
mothers who have been through the 
worst experience of their lives, losing 
a child. For more information, contact 
katiestrube@comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 

first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 
or visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Liver-
more to provide information and referrals 
and provide community education at 
senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alam-
eda County. The Tri-Valley office is located 
at 3311 Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 
and can be reached by phone at (925) 
371-1531, by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or 
by e-mail at abril.tamayo@cril-online.
org. All services are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
third floor movie room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Tri-Valley Parent Resource and 
Support Group is a twice-a-month parent 
support group for parents with children 
to age 18 diagnosed with or suspected of 
having bipolar or other mood disorders. 
It meets First and third Tuesdays of each 
month from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m at 
Pathways To Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge 
Dr., Suite #114, Pleasanton. The group 
is drop-in, no registration required and 
is free. Suzi Glorioso by phone: (925) 
443-1797 or by e-mail: glorios4@
comcast.net

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel 
and 10:00 a.m. Traditional Service in 
the Sanctuary and children’s program 
For more information www.fpcl.us or 
925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 
Walnut St., Livermore, holds Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m. with Sunday school for all 
ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes during 
adult worship service. AWANA children's 
program Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 
or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
The church and reading room are located 
at Third and N Streets. The Reading 
Room, which is open to the public, fea-
tures books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sun-
day Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, 
meetings Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East 

Ave., Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

United Christian Church, celebrat-
ing 50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College 
Ave. at M St., Livermore; worships on 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s 
program on Sunday morning and first Fri-
days. The community is welcome. United 
CC is an Open and Affirming ministry.  
Call 449-6820 for more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
243 Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-
5462, services on Saturday: Sabbath 
school 9:30 a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.
livermoresda.org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday 
School for all ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m., Children’s Church 11:15 
a.m. Women's Bible study Wednesdays at 
10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays. Senior adult ministries meet 
every other month. Cffice at 846-8650 for 
more information.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is Sunday at 
3:30 p.m. Wednesday nights there is adult 
Bible study at 6:45 and NRG and Re.Gen 
for youth, and children's choir for kids. 
Child care during all events. 447-1848, 
www.trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomi-
tas Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups 
following the John Main tradition, every 
Monday 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, 
contact Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information call the 
church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. Sunday Summer Combined 
Service at 9:30am. Child care for children 
under 5 available starting at 9:15am. For 
more information check us out on the web 
at www.saintbartslivermore.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Wor-
ship Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. 
All are welcomed. www.pathwaycom-
muntiychurch.org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets 
at 7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 
or email pmjrmueller@gmail.com for 
more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes 
for The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship 
Service 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 
501 North P Street, Livermore, Pastors 
are Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly minis-
tries: Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching Ses-
sions; Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds 
Fellowship; Sunday Worship Service 
10:45 a.m. - Elementary aged children go 
to Kid’s Church following worship, nursery 
available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to 
the Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 
p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; in the dining 
hall; 925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. 

blended with choir and band. Childcare 
offered for infants through age 6 and chil-
dren start in the worship service. 10:40 
a.m. contemporary worship led by a band. 
Sunday school for children and middle-
schoolers. www.centerpointechurch.org 
925-846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School, 6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican 
Church (1928 Book of Common Prayer), 
193 Contractors Avenue, Livermore. 
Sunday services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) 
and 10 am (High Mass with Sunday 
School). Other Holy Days as announced. 
For information, call msg. center at 
925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly 
congregation where all are welcome.  
Worship at 9 or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
with Sunday school for youth and adults 
at 10:30 a.m. and childcare at both 
services.  Contact Rev. Heather Hammer 
at 846-0221, send an email to office@
lynnewood.org  or visit  website at www.
lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., 
Livermore. 3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 
a.m., Mocho branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 
1501 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 
9 a.m.; 4th ward 11 a.m., Springtown 
ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa 
Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 
p.m. at 3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 
3rd Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vine-
yard Ave. Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 
1st Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village 
Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd, Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
for ages 3-18 during worship. Adult 
education Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr High 
youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High 
school youth group Sundays 5:50-8:00 
p.m. www.jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship on 2nd and 4th Mondays each 
month at 7pm, 1893 N. Vasco Rd. (UU 
Church). More information: Livermore-
Quakers@gmail.com or (925) 315-7170.

Community Bible Study Women’s 
class of Pleasanton, “Return to Jerusa-
lem: God’s Mercy and Faithfulness to 
His People” will be the featured study 
his fall. A children’s program is avail-
able for infants to 5 years old. Class s  
continues each week on Thursdays at 
9:30-11:30am until May 14, 2014. Valley 
Bible Church, 7106 Johnson Dr., Pleas-
anton. Contact Sherri at 925-399-5074 
or email sherri.cbs@gmail.com for more 
information or to register.”

Unity of Tri-Valley - 9875 Dublin 
Canyon Rd., Castro Valley (2 miles west 
of Stoneridge Mall in Pleasanton). 10:00 
Sunday service; children’s program avail-
able. All are welcome. Ongoing classes, 
groups, and activities. Rev. Karen Epps, 
minister. http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 
925.829-2733.

Philosophers’ Café/Culture Chat, 
an informal gathering to discuss ideas, 
will hold its September meeting on 
Sunday, September 28 at 10:45 a.m. 
at Café Rumi, 4799 Heyer Ave., Castro 
Valley. The topic is “What’s your favorite 
inspirational story?” Philosophers’ Café/
Culture Chat is an activity of the Tri-Valley 
Cultural Jews, a Secular Humanistic Jew-
ish community, but is open to the entire 
community. (Non-members are asked to 
donate $5 per session.) Further sessions 
are scheduled for October 26, November 
23 and January 18 with topics to be an-
nounced. For information, please contact 
(925) 240-5612.

Hintzke, board member 
Valerie Arkin, former school 
trustee and councilmember 
Cindy McGovern, former 
councilmember Kay Ayala, 
and Doug Miller, a member 
of the county veterans com-
mission.

PAIGE WRIGHT
Paige Wright has lived in 

Pleasanton for 15 years. She 
and her family previously 
lived in Walnut Creek, and 
moved to Pleasanton for 
the schools, after looking 
around the Tri-Valley.

Wright earned a bach-
elor's degree in political 
science and a paralegal cer-
tificate. She worked in law 
firms before her daughter 
was born. She has worked 
for the school district as a 
substitute teacher and in oth-
er staff jobs, such as health 
clerk and attendance clerk. 

Wright said she feels 
qualified for the board 
because of the time she 
has spent working for the 
schools in different capaci-
ties. "It's a different per-
spective than others bring," 
she said.

Wright likes the univer-
sality of Common Core. 
Learning will be consistent 
in nearly all of the states. 
Implementing it in the right 
way is important. Wright's 
understanding of implemen-
tation is that if there are four 
different methods to solve 
a problem, the student is 
expected to be able to dem-

onstrate all four methods. 
However, Wright believes 
that the four methods are 
there for at least one of them 
to facilitate learning for the 
student, since students learn 
in different ways -- auditory, 
visually and others.

The district homework 
policy is a good one. There 
are difficulties. The biggest 
problem is getting teachers 
to schedule testing so there 
is not a jam-up of tests in 
four different subjects on 
the same day. "Every year 
we see more compliance. It 
is working better, as people 
get used to it."

 Wright said that it is her 
understanding that the dis-
trict has empty classrooms 
across the district.

She believes that the dis-
trict won't need a new school 
in two years or so. "In the 
short term, we can redraw 
the boundaries, though that 
brings in a new set of anxiet-
ies." In the long run, when 
there is home construction 
on the northwest side, the 
district will need a school.

"We do need to look at 
middle school capacity. Har-
vest Park is at capacity. The 
school needs more money 
for more dressing rooms. 
When we do need to rebuild, 
we could swap land with 
the (unbuilt) Nielsen school 
site."

At some point, the district 
will likely have to go out for 
another bond or parcel tax, 
but we must show that we 

SCHOOL
(continued from page 10)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Art created using food was one of the attractions at Dublin's 'splatter' festivities. 
Crafts sere also available to those attending.

spend money wisely. 
Wright's states her philos-

ophy of education, "Every 
child in our district deserves 
the best education that we 
can give them. Any kind of 
cutbacks should be as far 
away from classrooms as 
possible. Generally, the dis-
trict has done a good job of 
making sure students don't 
feel the impact of cuts."

The district has some 
great Career Pathways pro-
grams. "Sometimes I think 
our focus is on kids going to 
a four-year college. I'm not 
sure every student should 
go there. Some kids are not 
ready yet."

Wright had no comment 
about ROP.

Wright said, as she did 
at the Sept. 9 school board 
meeting, that the board 
should have taken more time 
before making a decision 
about a change to the "Modi-
fied Lite" school calendar. 
Parents and students would 
be better educated about the 
change, and a more thorough 
process might still have 
yielded the same decision, 
but more people would be 
on board with it.

Wright's endorsers in-
clude board president Ja-
mie Hintzke, trustee Valerie 
Arkin, city councilmember 
Karla Brown, former coun-
cilmember Sharrell Miche-
lotti, and former planning 
commissioner Jennifer 
Pearce.
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL NOTICES 
 Call  925-243-8000                                                     

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 494997
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: CrossFit 
wIT, 342 Preston Ct, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Darrell Lutz, 1851 Peary 
way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Darrell Lutz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 14, 2014. Expires 
August 14, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3685.  Published  September 
4, 11, 18, 25, 2014.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 460204

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Arroyo Veterinary Center, 
4467 First Street, Livermore, 
CA 94551.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on January 13, 2012 
in the County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Kecia Valdez, DVM, 28065 
Blossom Lane, Tracy, CA 
95304
This business was conducted 
by: Kecia Valdez, DVM
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Kecia M. Valdez, DVM
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 5, 2014. Expires 
August 5, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3686. Published September 
11, 18, 25, October 2, 2014.
Jensen & Jensen Attorneys

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 494689
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Arroyo Vet-
erinary Center, 4467 First 
Street, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Valdez Veterinary Services, 
Inc., 1855 west 11th Street, 
Tracy, CA 95376
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on March 25, 2014.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Abelino C. Valdez, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 5, 2014. Expires 
August 5, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3687.  Published September 
11, 18, 25, October 2, 2014.
Jensen & Jensen Attorneys

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 495722
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: S.A.S.S.Y. 
Dance Garters, 2795 Vintage 
Ct, Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
(1)Sydnie Montoya (2)Klaus 
Montoya, 2795 Vintage Ct, 
Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a General partnership
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Klaus Montoya, Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on September 5, 2014. 
Expires September 5, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3688.  Published  September 
11, 18, 25, October 2, 2014. 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 495891
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Premier Con-
struction and Home Services, 
688 Saddleback Circle, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Richard Garcia, 688 Saddle-
back Circle, Livermore, CA 
94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Richard O. Garcia
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on September 9, 2014. 
Expires September 9, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3689.  Published  September 
18, 25, October 2, 9, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 495926
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Autoaxess LLC, 
3735 First St, Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Autoaxess LLC, 3735 First 
St, Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 9/2007.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Autoaxess LLC by Mark 
Codiroli, Manager
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 10, 2014. Ex-
pires September 10, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3690.  Published September 
18, 25, October 2, 9, 2014.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO                              
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:                                          

CONRAD HAMPTON 
WOODS 

Case No. RP14739503

1.To all heirs,
beneficiaries,creditors, 

contingent creditors, and 
persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or 
estate, or both, of:
Conrad Hampton Woods, 
aka Conrad H. Woods, 
Conrad Woods, deceased 

2.A Petition for Probate 
has been filed by: Cornelius 
H. Woods in the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of ALAMEDA. 

3.The Petition for Probate 
requests that: Cornelius 
H. Woods be appointed as 
personal representative to 
administer the estate of the 
decedent.

4. (   ) The petition requests 
the decedent’s will and codi-
cils, if any, be admitted to 
probate. The will and any 
codicils are available for 
examination in the file kept 
by the court.

5. ( X ) The petition  requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to 
take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, 
the personal representative 
will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent ad-
ministration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good 
cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.

6.A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows:
Date: October 15, 2014
TIME: 9:30 AM  DEPT: 201 
at:
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA,
County of Alameda
2120 Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Way
Berkeley, CA 94704
Berkeley Courthouse 

7.If you object to the 
granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the 
hearing and state your 
objections or file written 
objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your ap-
pearance may be in person 
or by your attorney.

8.If you are a creditor or 
a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court and 
mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed 
by the court within the later 
of either (1) four months 

from the date of first issu-
ance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b)  of 
the California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the date 
of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under 
section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other Cali-
fornia statutes and legal 
authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledgeable 
in California law. 

9.You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you are 
a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special 
Notice (Form DE-154) of 
the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.

10. (X)  Petitioner(s):   Cor-
nelius H. Woods
6400 Mines Road
Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 447-0370
        
The Independent 
Legal No. 3691.   
Published September 18, 25, 
October 2,  2014

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 495659
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Martin, Froe-
schner & Associates, 14300 
Mines Road, Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
(1)Jeanette S. Froeschner (2)
K E Froeschner, 14300 Mines 
Road, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on August 1, 2014.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: K E Froeschner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on September 3, 2014. 
Expires September 3, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3692.  Published September 
25, October 2, 9, 16, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 496207
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Embroidery and 
Moore, 51 wright Brothers 
Ave., Suite G, Livermore, CA 
94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Parmor Holdings, LLC, 51 
wright Brothers Ave., Suite 
G, Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to 

transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Michael Parry, Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 18, 2014. Ex-
pires September 18, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3693.  Published September 
25, October 2, 9, 16, 2014.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 471376

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
EmbroidMe-Livermore, 51 
wright Brothers Ave. Suite G, 
Livermore, CA 94551.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on 10/30/2012 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Parmor Holdings, LLC, 51 
wright Brothers Ave., Suite 
G, Livermore, CA 94551
This business was conducted 
by: Parmor Holdings, LLC
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Michael Parry, Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 18, 2014. Ex-
pires September 18, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3694. Published September 
25, October 2, 9, 16, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 495390
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Burger King 
#7901, 4341 N. First Street, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Devil Mountain Foods - Con-
cord LLC, 2236 Camino Ra-
mon, San Ramon, CA 94583
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/1993.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: will iam Scarbrough, 
President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 27, 2014. Expires 
August 27, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3695.  Published September 
25, October 2, 9, 16, 2014.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 

and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at w. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. we have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
we also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED

Driver
 

Based in Pittsburg, CA

Now Hiring 
Full Time Hazmat

Tank Drivers
Home Daily!

Earn over $60K/yr
Medical Plans and 

401K Avail.
CDL-A  &1yr T/T 

exp. REQ’D
Hazmat & Tank 

End. REQ’D
Previous Tank Exp. 

PREF’D
800-879-7826

www.ruan.com/jobs
Dedicated to Diversity. EOE

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor and/
or materials) be licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800)321-CSLB (2752). Unli-
censed persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are not 
licensed by the Contractors State 
License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, and state law prohibit 
advertisements for housing and 
employment that contain any 
preference, limitation or dis-
crimination based on protected 

classes, including race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. IVPC 
does not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in viola-
tion of the law.

12 Reasons why You Really 
want to Buy a Home 

By Cher Wollard
Would-be buyers often make long lists of requirements for their 

new home – four bedrooms, two baths, granite countertops, whirl-
pool tubs – only to throw it all out the window when they fall in love 
with a property that falls short in one or more of these categories. 

About 30 years ago, economist Jack Harris and Realtor Sue 
Young came up with a long list of homebuyer wants and needs, 
based on research by Berkeley economist Wallace Smith and noted 
psychologist Abraham Maslow, which they outlined in an article 
for Real Estate Today magazine.

We can condense that list to an even dozen. Which of these hits 
home with you?

1. Safety and Security
Cave men and women looked at shelter as protection from wind, 

rain and wild animals. Today we may be concerned that our new 
home is well-built, that it has a newer roof or has been retrofitted 
to survive large earthquakes. 

For many people, living in an area where the crime rate is low 
or that has an active Neighborhood Watch program will be very 
important. Other folks don’t worry much about such things, instead 
focusing on other areas of concern.

2. Privacy
Most of us require a certain amount of privacy, if not for our-

selves individually, then for our families. For some folks, privacy 
is a deep desire. 

If you are one of those people, you may not love the wide open 
floorplans and huge picture windows that appeal to others. You 
may prefer a property surrounded by a big fence, hedge or wall; a 
home with lots of separate spaces, perhaps with a den of your own. 

Your agent might show you a place that meets all your “criteria” 
for bedrooms, bathrooms, location, etc., but if it does not feel private, 
it won’t feel like home.

3. Self-Esteem 
If you are a person for whom self-esteem is a strong desire, you 

may only be happy with a home that is a reflection of your success 
in life.

It may be a large house or in a prestigious neighborhood. It may 
be a property with high-quality upgrades and built-ins. It may be a 
place you can remodel and landscape to make special.

For others, it may be a basic house or condo, but one you can 
maintain expertly and with pride of ownership. 

4. Control
You’ve heard it said “Your home is your castle.” One thing 

many former renters love about purchasing their first home is they 
can paint it any color they like, plant a garden – or not, install as 
many shelves as necessary to accommodate their books, CDs and 
other collections.

If this is important for you, you may not want to live in a neigh-
borhood with a strict Homeowners’ Association. 

On the other hand, if you are content to make changes inside 
your castle and abide by the HOA regulations regarding the exterior, 
number and type of pets allowed, parking rules, etc., a home in that 
neighborhood may be perfect.

5. Aesthetics
If you are a person for whom aesthetics is a deep desire, your 

home must seem beautiful to you.
It may be a house with lots of elegant architectural touches or a 

“blank slate” where you can display wonderful artwork. It may be 
a simple home that opens to extravagant gardens. 

6. Self-Actualization
Most of us do more than eat and sleep in our homes. For many 

people, having spaces for reading, writing, painting, woodworking, 
meditation, exercising, working on cars or whatever they enjoy is 
vital. 

Or maybe a ranch, vineyard or other live/work space makes 
sense for your lifestyle.

 7. Convenience
Our homes are part of a larger life. Most of us work or go to 

school. Maybe we hike or ride bicycles, participate in group activi-
ties or attend services at a spiritual center. 

A short commute or easy public transportation to where you need 
to go may be a top criterion for you.

8. Family
Your real concerns may not be for yourself, but for your spouse, 

children, parents or other family members. 
Maybe someone in your family has a need to be close to a par-

ticular school or health facility. Maybe you want a large yard for 
your children to play in. Maybe it is important to you that your new 
home includes space to accommodate big family dinners.

9. Community
Even in our modern world, some areas are true neighborhoods. 

Everyone knows everyone else. They host block parties and group 
garage sales. Everyone gathers at one house to watch the big game. 

Or maybe community to you is the town you live in or the folks 
you spend time with at the local coffee shop.

If community is important to you, your new home should allow 
for easy connections.

10. Sociability
You are the “hostess with the mostess.” You love to entertain, 

having friends and family over to the house. For you, finding a 
“party house” with a greatroom or a backyard patio, maybe with 
an outdoor kitchen, will suit your style better than a larger property 
with less “flow.” 

Those homes with lots of little rooms that appeal to the buyer 
focused on privacy or self-actualization – not your thing.

11. Economics
For many people, saving money is at least part of their motiva-

tion to buy. 
Frugal buyers may be happier purchasing less home than they 

can afford, rather than stretching for a bigger, grander house. We 
may be past the era of short sales and foreclosures, but you can 
still find great deals if you are willing to put in a little sweat equity.

You also may be attracted to homes with solar energy systems, 
extra insulation or energy-efficient appliances that keep utility 
costs low.

Then again, maybe you have simply calculated the cost to rent 
vs. buy and determined that purchasing a home is less expensive 
than continuing to rent.

12. Investment 
For others, day-to-day expenses are less important that the long-

term investment potential of a new home. 
If you are one of these folks, you’ll want to have your Realtor do 

an analysis of future growth potential for any neighborhoods you are 
considering. For you, “location, location, location” really is the key.

If you are handy, you might even enjoy purchasing a fixer in a 
great neighborhood, and then transforming the property into a home 
with increased value. 

If cash is tight, maybe a duplex, where you can live in one side 
and rent out the other, makes sense for you. As your financial picture 
improves, you may be able to convert the entire property to a rental, 
providing income for you in later years.

Whatever your motivation to buy, contact your local Realtor to-
day, and make sure he or she is clear about what is really important 
for you and your family.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor 
with Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
 

Training Tower  

3333 Busch Rd., Pleasanton
 

(925) 454-2361 

Fire Prevention Week 2014 (October 4th-11th) is in partnership with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)

 

 

Livermore-Pleasanton
Firefighters Foundation

 

PANCAKE 
 

BREAKFAST
 

 

to raise money for local charities and 

 

the Fallen Firefighters Foundation.

 
 
 

Donations 
Greatly Appreciated

 

Firefighters  

in ACTION 
Vehicle Fire

 

&

 

Extrication

 

* Practice escape routes in our Fire Safety Trailer
 

* Kids Firefighter Obstacle Course & Child ID  

* K-9 demonstration by Livermore P.D.
 

Raffle & 

Prizes  

FREE 

3rd 
ANNUAL

FIRE 
SAFETY

EXPO

Sat., October 4, 2014

Discover The Amazing Secrets Of  
A Mediterranean Chef!  

Join us in a joyous celebration of Mediterranean fusion in  
downtown Livermore. Our menu boasts an exquisite  
selection of regional favorites from the Middle East,  

North Africa, & Southern Europe.
• Fresh LocaL IngredIents • exotIc Meat entrees 

• VegetarIan/Vegan FaVorItes
• ceLIac & specIaL dIet needs • gLuten-Free Menu

1770 First Street, Livermore  (925) 243-1477
www.casbahexotic.com

Exclusive Parking Available. Call for details.

Specializing In Deceased Stock Removal–Large & Small 
Transportation To UC Davis And To Crematories

Service the Tri-Valley & Beyond Since 1930

Janice Pementel (925) 997-1387

By Carol Graham
Stand Down: a safe re-

treat for battle-weary units 
returning from combat op-
erations. 

During the Vietnam War, 
troops would head back to 
secure base camps where 
they were able to take care 
of personal hygiene, enjoy 
warm meals, receive medical 
care, mail and receive letters, 
and enjoy camaraderie. 

Today, that concept lives 
on in the biennial "East 
Bay Stand Down" which 
took place at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds, Sept. 
11 - 14. The event connects 
homeless and needy veterans 
with services that include 
medical and dental care, 
legal services, housing and 
employment options, infor-
mation about rehabilitation 
programs, and access to 
benefits earned through their 
military service. 

"Our objective is to help 
veterans reduce or eliminate 
major issues holding them 
back in their life," said Doug 
Miller, a member of the East 
Bay Stand Down Board of 
Directors. "We connect them 
with dozens of county and 
nongovernmental services 
that are there to assist them. 
We want them to know that 
local people and their service 
branches care about them, 
even many years after they 
served our nation."

Miller stated that 327 vet-
erans attended the event that 
was made possible by the 
efforts of 1,600 volunteers 
- 175 of whom are active 
members of the Army, Coast 

East Bay Stand Down Assists Veterans

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A volunteer signs in one of the veterans taking part in 
the event.

Guard, Navy and Air Force.
"One of the amazing as-

pects of East Bay Stand 
Down is the massive support 
provided by the local com-
munity and active military 
in the western part of the 
United States," said Miller, 
who coordinated military 
support for the event. "There 
were more than five people 
providing support for every 
veteran who attended."

In addition to factors that 

contribute to all homeless-
ness - shortage of affordable 
housing, high cost of living 
and medical care, and lack 
of familial support - many 
veterans also live with the 
aftereffects of post traumatic 
stress disorder and substance 
abuse, or have performed 
military jobs and training not 
transferable to civilian life. 

"The military personnel 
help us out, interact with the 
participants, and are there 

to remind these men and 
women who served that they 
are still valuable members 
of society and that they can 
reach out to their brethren," 
said volunteer and Board 
member Ron Hyde. 

All services offered are 
free, with transportation 
provided to and from the 
event. East Bay Stand Down 
is sponsored by the Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs and 
the Army Reserve's Medi-
cal Command, and made 
possible with grants and 
donations from individuals, 
corporations and veteran 
service organizations. 

Yet the benefits for those 
attending often go beyond 
practical help.

"We have a large fire pit 
placed in a safe location 
within the camp. It is not 
unusual for upwards of 80 
to 100 participants to gather 
round the pit and talk, some-
times until late in the eve-
ning," said Hyde. "Almost 
every year one participant 
- or two or three - with many 
dark, untold memories of 
bad experiences from their 
combat time, will open up 
and let everything out. There 
is a lot of hand holding, 
hugging, crying and support 
for those that finally relieve 
themselves of the burdens of 
war that have haunted them 
for so many years."

The first Stand Down 
took place in San Diego in 
1988. Eight years later, East 
Bay Stand Down held its 
first event, and it continues 
to grow. It will next take 
place in 2016.

"I see a significant im-
provement in the veterans' 
demeanors as they leave 
compared to when they 
arrive," said Miller. "They 

stand a little taller and smile 
a little more."

For more information, 
visit www.eastbaystand-
down.org. 

 

Alameda County, the 
Alameda County Superi-
or Court, and the Judicial 
Council of California hosted 
a groundbreaking last week 
for the East County Hall 
of Justice in Dublin. This 
project is the result of an 
extended planning effort 
initiated in 2001 by the 
County of Alameda and the 

Superior Court of California 
to develop a state-of-the art 
justice campus serving east-
ern Alameda County. 

The project will develop 
20-acres of County-owned 
land. It will feeature two 
buildings – a 42,276-square-
foot County building and a 
146,435-square-foot court 
building, including a13-

courtroom courthouse. The 
two buildings will be joined 
by a 7,500 square foot com-
mon entry lobby.

The new justice campus 
will provide both county 
and court services to support 
the current and future needs 
of the residents of eastern 
Alameda County. For op-
erational efficiency, safety 
and cost-containment, the 
East County Hall of Justice 
will be constructed adjacent 
to Alameda County’s Santa 
Rita Jail.

“We are very excited to 
see construction of this im-
portant project under way at 
last,’’ said Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty. 
“Thanks to a lengthy col-
laboration involving Alam-
eda County and the State of 
California, this state-of-the-
art complex will provide 
much-needed law and jus-
tice services to the residents 
of eastern Alameda County.’’

The complex will in-
clude offices of the County 
District Attorney, the Public 
Defender and Probation De-
partment, all located in the 
two-story County building 
and with easy access to the 
new courthouse. 

The new courthouse will 
replace a long-term leased 

facility in Pleasanton and 
will incorporate court de-
partments from other lo-
cations in the County for 
improved access to court-
related services for east 
county residents. 

The building systems 
are intended to optimize 
economy of operation for 
the County, which will own 
the County building, and 
the State, who will own the 
court building. 

The East County Justice 
Center complex and grounds 
are designed to meet high 
resource conservation stan-
dards in order to obtain a 
LEED Silver certification as 
set by the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council.

Construction began in 
August and will take ap-
proximately 29 months to 
complete, with occupancy 
scheduled for early 2017.

Work Underway on East County Hall of Justice
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 By Heidi Massie
Today is the final day 

of Livermore Valley Op-
era’s dress rehearsals for 
its production of Verdi’s 
Rigoletto opening Saturday 
night at the Bankhead The-
ater.  This week, known as 
“tech week,” has been busy 
with rehearsals every day 
and evening, requiring an 
immense amount of energy 
and endurance from the 
performers, orchestra, stage 
crew and LVO’s countless 
volunteers that make the 
productions successful. It’s 
the culmination of weeks of 
hard work and a time when 
the director needs everyone 
to focus.  So how does the 
director prepare the cast 
and everyone for the rigors 
of tech week?  He cooks 
for them.

 Director Joseph Ba-
scetta who has directed 
Rigoletto all over the world, 
has cooked for the cast of 
every opera he’s directed for 
30 years. It’s his tradition to 
make a pasta and meatball 
dinner for the cast to prepare 
them for tech week.  Last 
Friday, Bascetta contin-
ued his tradition and spent 
the entire afternoon in the 
kitchen of LVO president 
Jim Schmidt and his wife 
Bonnie preparing to feed the 
cast and board members that 
evening.

Since Rigoletto is an 
Italian opera, it’s fitting that 
Bascetta creates his meal 
using recipes taught to him 
by his Sicilian grandmother.  
The menu consists of red 
sauce pasta, hand crafted Pictured are tenor Michael-Paul Krubitzer, who will sing The Duke; soprano Kathleen Magee, who will sing 

Rigoletto's daughter, Gilda; and stage director Joseph Bascetta. 
 

Livermore Valley Opera Director, Chef Cooks 
Up a Lively 'Rigoletto' to Open Season 

meatballs, Italian stuffed 
mushrooms and bruschetta 
for appetizers, paired with 
Italian wines.

“Joe has cooked for casts 
all over the world includ-
ing those in Korea, Japan 
and Singapore,” says Jim 
Schmidt.  “He shared a pack 
of stories while he cooked 
all day in our kitchen.  In 
one particular episode he 

set the oven on fire, but 
the house host enjoyed the 
feast so much he invited 
him back.  Thankfully, our 
oven remained intact and I 
can personally attest to the 
wonderful feast and fun 
everyone enjoyed.”

The dinner guests also 
learned more about Bas-
cetta’s approach to direct-
ing LVO’s production of 

Rigoletto for Bankhead au-
diences. Since the music is 
always the same, why is a 
director so important?  

LVO Pres ident  J im 
Schmidt explains. “While 
the music always remains 
unchanged, opera is much 
more than music.  The story 
is usually powerful or funny.  
Either way, it requires skilled 
stage drama to become a 

compelling performance.  It 
is the director’s role to guide 
the staging, costumes, light-
ing, and above all, acting, 
to render the most dramatic 
presentation of the opera.  
Sometimes, mostly in Eu-
rope, the stage is turned into 
a kind of circus to provide 
the audience ‘something 
different.'  Instead, what Joe 
Bascetta offers is excellent 

stage acting to maximize the 
drama Verdi intended.”

Bascetta comes with 
excellent acting training, 
which he transfers to the 
cast.  He  takes to the stage 
floor and leads the singers 
through every scene, how to 
act and react, to look natural 
and be convincing.

“Such acting nuances are 
often lost in a large 3,000 
seat opera house, but in the 
Bankhead Theater’s intimate 
setting, the audience will be 
able to enjoy those nuances 
with full visibility,” says 
Bascetta.  “As Rigoletto is 
an emotional opera of love, 
hate, jealousy and lust, the 
staging I’ve designed allows 
the singers to exhibit all the 
emotions with both energy 
and subtly.” 

This production will be 
enhanced by the singing and 
acting ability of Tony Award 
winner baritone Eugene 
Brancoveanu. 

“Eugene is a favorite of 
LVO audiences for his in-
credible stage presence both 
in voice and the charisma 
that he brings to each opera 
character he portrays,” ex-
plains Schmidt.  Brancove-
anu, who has performed in 
and directed several LVO 
productions (Don Giovanni, 
la bohéme, Carmen), will 
sing the title role of Rigo-
letto.  He will be accompa-
nied by the equally talented 
soprano Kathleen Magee, a 
native of Livermore, who 
will sing the role of Gilda, 
Rigoletto’s daughter.

Bascetta is impressed 
with Livermore Valley Op-

(continued on page 6)
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The “We Can” art ex-
hibit at Las Positas College 
in Livermore will benefit the 
Alameda County  Commu-
nity Food Bank by sale of the 
paintings and the donation of 
canned foods.

The exhibit, sponsored 
by the Las Positas College 
Art Department, will be on 
view in the art gallery of 
the Barbara Fracisco Mertes 
Center for the Arts, October 
1 through 30. The paintings, 
each depicting canned food, 
have been donated by current 
art students and faculty at the 
college and by local artists 
who are alumni of the LPC 
art program.

The World of Webber 
debuted in February 2013 to 
standing ovations and a sold 
out audience at Pleasanton’s 
Firehouse Arts Center.  The 
show returns for two perfor-
mances, one evening, and 
one matinee.  

Performed in cabaret con-
cert style by three outstand-
ing singers with piano ac-
companiment, the revue fea-
tures Andrew Lloyd Webber 
classics including Don’t Cry 
for Me, Argentina (Evita), 
Memory (Cats), Music of the 
Night (The Phantom of the 
Opera), and selections from 
many of his other shows, 
including Sunset Boule-
vard, Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
Whistle Down the Wind, 
Aspects of Love, and Jesus 
Christ Superstar.

Shows are Friday, Oc-
tober 10, at 8:00 p.m., and 
Sunday, October 12, at 2:00 
p.m.  Reserved seating tick-
ets are $13.50 - $25.00. 

The World of Webber 
showcases three veteran 
stage talents, who have come 
together for this special 
event, and who reflect the 
incredible range of Lloyd 
Webber’s musical genius. 

Tielle Baker, a musical 
theatre and opera star, has 
appeared in over 50 produc-
tions with over 20 different 
companies, including perfor-
mances at the Kennedy Cen-
ter, Carnegie Hall, and in in-
ternational music festivals in 
Italy and Germany.  Familiar 
to Bay Area theater-goers, 
her performances have been 
described as “absolutely on 
fire and entertaining in every 
way,” according to Voice of 
Opera.

Kelly Brandeburg per-
forms on stages throughout 
the country, and among her 
long list of theater credits 
are starring roles in Jekyll 
& Hyde, The Wizard of 
Oz, and The Secret Gar-
den.  She holds musical 

theatre degrees from both 
the American Musical & 
Dramatic Academy and the 
New School University in 
New York.

Audiences will recognize 
Kyle Martin from his star-
ring role as the “Piano Man” 
in the Billy Joel/Twyla Tharp 
Broadway smash hit musical 
“Movin’ Out” during the 
2007-2009 National Tour.  
Kyle has performed with art-
ists such as Jaci Velasquez, 
Rosey Grier, Natalie Grant, 
and many others.   

Musical director Evan 
Alparone brings his con-
siderable background as 
conductor and accompanist 
to the show.  He has worked 
on over 35 musicals, includ-
ing recent productions with 
TriValley Repertory Theatre, 
Utah Shakespeare Festival, 
Boxcar Theatre, and the 
Douglas Morrison Theater. 

Known for composing 
and combining all genres 
of music, from classical to 

rock, and country to Jazz, 
Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber 
has composed 13 musicals, 
numerous film scores, and 
a variety of symphonic and 
choral music. His many 
honors include seven Tony 
Awards, three Grammy 
Awards, an Oscar, a Golden 
Globe Award, the Kennedy 
Center Honors Award, and 
the list goes on.  Early ticket 
purchase recommended.

Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.firehousearts.
org up to two hours prior to 
the performance, by phone at 
(925) 931-4848, or in person 
at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  Box 
Office hours are Wednesday-
Friday, 12 noon-6:00 p.m.; 
Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior 
to the performance.  The 
entrance to free parking is 
on Spring Street near First 
Street.  

Sale of the paintings will 
be via a silent auction site 
(www.biddingforgood.com/
lpcfoundation), with the 
funds going to the Alameda 
County Food Bank. Concur-
rently, the campus art gallery 
will serve as the focus of a 
canned food drive, also go-
ing to the Food Bank.

“Feast your eyes on the 
paintings in the gallery or 
enjoy them on the internet, 
if you can’t get to the gal-
lery,” says Bill Paskewitz, 
who heads the Las Positas 
College Art Department. 
“As artists, we believe that 
art nourishes the soul, but 
the sale of these paintings 

will also nourish hungry 
people in Alameda County. 
This is an interesting ex-
hibit because the artists have 
depicted the canned-food 
theme in a variety of styles 
and mediums”

Two recep t ions  a re 
planned for the exhibit. 
The opening reception on 
Wednesday, October 1, from 
4 to 7 p.m., will provide 
an opportunity to view the 
paintings. Everyone is also 
invited to bring canned food 
donations to the gallery. The 
closing reception will be 
Thursday, October 30, 6 to 
8 p.m., when the paintings 
will go home with their 

new owners and everyone 
will know that they have 
provided food and  hope for 
Alameda County residents.

The paintings can be 
viewed on the “Bidding 
for Good” website. Buyers 
may bid in $60 increments 
through October 30. Cash 
donations to the Alameda 
County  Community Food 
Bank can also be made via 
the website. Throughout 
the exhibit,   barrels in the 
gallery will be available for 
the donation of canned food.

“The stacks of donated 
canned goods will bring a 
three-dimensional or sculp-
tural element to the exhibit,” 

says Paskewitz. “This is a 
community work of art in 
progress, and ultimately it 
will go out into the com-
munity to feed the hungry.”

The Alameda County  
Community Food Bank 
says that one-in five county 
residents—or 311,000 in-
dividuals—receives food 
assistance from its food 
bank, according to a 2014 
report by Feeding America. 
The Food Bank provides 
food to people throughout 
the county, including the 
Tri-Valley, where both Open 
Heart Kitchen and the Tri-
Valley Haven Food Pantry 
obtain food from the ACFB. 

The Food Bank stretches 
each donated dollar into six 
dollars’ worth of needed 
food. 

The exhibit and gallery 
are open to the public when-
ever the college is in session 
and during performances at 
the arts center, located at 
3000 Campus Hill Drive, 
Livermore. Admission to 
the gallery is free. There is 
a $2.00 charge for parking 
on campus.

This exhibit and related 
events are made possible by 
a grant from the Las Positas 
College Foundation and the 
generosity of the Las Positas 
art community.

 

 The World of Webber! A Cabaret Tribute to the Songs of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber at the Firehouse

“We Can” Art Exhibit at Las Positas College
to Benefit Alameda County Community Food Bank

Tielle Baker, Kelly Brandeburg and  Kyle Martin
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Rigoletto by Giuseppe Verdi

LIVERMORE VALLEY OPERA
SEP 27, OCT 4, 7:30pm
SEP 28, OCT 5, 2pm

Dave Mason’s Traffic Jam
A LEGEND IN CLASSIC ROCK
Tue SEP 30 7:30pm

Leo Kottke
MASTER OF ACOUSTIC GUITAR
Fri OCT 3 8pm

Michael Krasny
RAE DOROUGH SPEAKER SERIES 
Thu OCT 9 7:30pm 

SPANK! The 50 Shades Parody
AN UPROARIOUS GIRLS NIGHT OUT
for mature audiences 
Fri OCT 10 8pm

ArtWalk Livermore
GALLERY DISTRICT FOR A DAY
Sat OCT 11 11am-5pm

BUY TICKETS 

call  925.373.6800     

click  bankheadtheater.org      

come by  2400 First Street, Livermore

Core Ensemble will per-
form the chamber music the-
ater work Tres Vidas at Las 
Positas College on October 
9, 2014. The performance  
will be at 8:00 PM in the 
College's Mertes Center for 
the Arts, Building 4000. As 
a community outreach effort, 
admission is free.

Chamber Music Theatre 
is a unique performance 
format developed by the 
Core Ensemble featuring a 
marriage of theatrical narra-
tive to chamber music per-
formance. Christina Isabel 
Lucas will portray multiple 
characters while interacting 
with the onstage musical 
trio of cello piano and per-
cussion.

Tres Vidas celebrates the 
life, times and work of three 
significant Latin and South 
American Women: painter 
Frida Kahlo of Mexico, 
peasant activist Rufina Ama-
ya of El Salvador and poet 
Alfonsina Storni of Argenti-
na. With storylines including 
Frida Kahlos' dramatic and 
passionate relationship with 
painter Diego Rivera, Rufina 
Amayas' astounding singular 
survival of the massacre at 
El Mozote and Alfonsina 
Storni's life long challenges 
as Argentina's first great 
feminist poet, Tres Vidas 

The final performance of the family-friendly weekly 
concert and performance series “Tuesday Tunes with a 
Twist” will be held on Tuesday September 30. Closing out 
the season will be One Mile (pictured at left), a collective 
of established musicians who have all played together in 
previous well-known local bands.

The performance takes place on the Shea Homes Stage 
in the Livermore Plaza adjacent to the Bankhead Theater. 

One Mile, who have recently appeared at the Pour House 
in Livermore and Vino 100 in Tracy, performs singer-
songwriter pop culture songs from the 60s through today, 
including timeless hits from bands such as Bread, America, 
Jim Croce, The Eagles, The Beatles, Jason Mraz and many 
more. One Mile features Paul Jewel and Jeff Mirocha on 
lead & rhythm guitars, Jimmy Niedrich on keyboards and 
percussionist Scott Mitchell. The concert starts at 6:45 pm. 
A sample of their music can be found at https://soundcloud.
com/scott-mitchell-4/sets/one-mile-2014-eight-song-demo.

This series is produced by the Livermore Cultural Arts 

Council (LCAC) in conjunction with sponsorship by the 
Bankhead Theater.  Shea Homes and the City of Livermore’s 
Commission for the Arts have underwritten a portion of the 
expenses. 

Absolutely no alcohol will be allowed outside of the 
permitted restaurant areas because the Livermore Police 
Department is now strictly enforcing the ordinance on public 
alcohol possession and consumption through its alcohol 
safety and awareness program.

  ABC Music, Patxi’s, Sanctuary UltraLounge, Sauced, 
The Independent , The Last Word and Uncle Yu’s are spon-
sors of “Tuesday Tunes with a Twist." Concert-goers are 
encouraged to eat at or pick up dinner to-go from these 
sponsoring Downtown Livermore restaurants.

Tuesday Tunes Wraps Up with 'One Mile'

Roseanne Almanzar as Frida Kohlo

Core Ensemble's New Chamber Music Theater Work at LPC
presents dramatic situations 
timeless in their emotional 
appeal and connection to 
audiences across all gender 
and ethnic spectrums.

With a script written by 
Chilean poet/writer Marjo-
rie Agosin, Tres Vidas of-
fers powerful portrayals of 
each woman and includes 
the singing of traditional 
Mexican folk songs as well 
as Argentinean popular and 
tango songs made famous by 
Mercedes Sosa and Carlos 
Gardel. Additional music 
by Astor Piazzolla, Orlando 
Garcia, Pablo Ortiz, Alice 
Gomez, Carlos Sanchez-
Gutierrez, Michael DeMurga 
and Osvaldo Golijov round 
out the musical score.

While there will be no 
charge for the performance, 
visitors are reminded that 
the campus has a $2 parking 
fee. Daily parking permits 
are available from vending 
machines in the campus 
parking lots. 

The College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive, 
Livermore 94551.

Since 1993, the Core En-
semble has toured nationally 
to every region of the United 
States and international-
ly to England, Russia, the 
Ukraine, Australia and the 
British Virgin Islands. The 

Ensemble was the recipient 
of the 2000 Eugene McDer-
mott Award for Excellence 
in the Arts awarded by the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and has received 
support from the State of 

Florida Department of Cul-
tural Affairs, New England 
Foundation for the Arts, 
Palm Beach County Cultural 
Council, the Aaron Copland 
Fund for Music and the 
Virgil Thomson Foundation.
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By Susan Steinberg
“The Iceman Cometh” 

has finally come home. 
Written 75 years ago 
at Tao House, Eugene 
O’Neill’s peaceful hill-
side retreat in Danville, 
it opened in New York in 
1946. After a modest run 
of 136 performances, it 
was revived in 1956 with 
magnetic star Jason Ro-
bards, becoming a smash 
commercial success.

O’Neill had died in 
1953, and was being lion-
ized as America’s great-
est playwright, the only 
one to have been honored 
with the Nobel Prize for 
Literature, and the recipi-
ent of an unprecedented 
four Pulitzer Prizes. 
Robards also presented 
O’Neill’s “Long Days 
Journey Into Night," a 
searing inside look at the 
horrific private life of the 
author’s wildly dysfunc-
tional family.

After attending both 
plays, this reviewer had 
decided that once was 
definitely enough. Each 
seemed long, bleak, and 
unrelievedly depressing. 
Nearly 60 years later, 
I’ve found that magical 
director Eric Fraisher 
Hayes has discovered the 
humanity and endearing 
qualities of the characters 
and, surprisingly, the flat-
out humor of so many 
lines, (“You can’t be too 
careful about work. It’s 
the deadliest habit known 
to science, a great physi-
cian once told me.”) It 
was a revelation!

Yes, the premise of 
the play and its setting 
are not exactly jolly. 
Remembering his own 
down-and-out days in 
New York’s end-of-the-
line saloons, O’Neill 
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Triumphant Return of 'The Iceman'
included meticulous stage 
directions to ensure that 
comfortable theater-goers 
would absorb the seedy, 
sodden atmosphere of 
these typical “dives."

In the old wooden 
barn at Tao House, Hayes 
has created the same de-
crepit environment, right 
down to the sawdust-
sprinkled floor. It was so 
convincingly authentic 
that the full-house open-
ing night audience swore 
that they could almost 
smell the odors of stale 
cigarettes and spilled 
alcohol (neither permitted 
at the National Historic 
Site). The show, absent 
from the Bay Area for 
nearly 40 years, proved 
once again to be a smash 
hit.

The protective walls 
of Harry Hope’s Saloon 
and Rooming House 
shelter an amazing micro-
cosm of the world’s lost 
souls, from many coun-
tries and walks of life. 
All are broke, washed 
up, and without any 
future prospects. Yet they 
all live on Hope, both 
literally and figuratively. 
Harry Hope’s generous 
hospitality allows them 
to stay in his rooms and 
absorb occasional free 
drinks of his “cyanide cut 
with carbolic acid to give 
it a mellow flavor." The 
booze lets them nurture 
hopeful “pipe dreams” 
about the day “real soon” 
when their lives will 
change for the better.

When Harry swears 
he’ll make them all pay 
their debts “beginning 
tomorrow," sage observer 
Larry Slade comments 
tartly: ”I’ll be glad to pay 
up – tomorrow. And, I 
know my fellow inmates 

will promise the same. 
They’ve all a touching 
credulity concerning 
tomorrow.” It’s a sobering 
truth.

Speaking for O’Neill, 
with sympathetic pity be-
hind his mocking words, 
he continues, “It’ll be a 
great day for them tomor-
row – the Feast of All 
Fools, with brass bands 
playing. Their ships will 
come in, loaded with can-
celled regrets and prom-
ises fulfilled, and clean 
slates and new leases (on 
life).” Admitting that it’s 
not the truth, he main-
tains, “the truth has no 
bearing…the lie of a pipe 
dream is what gives life 
to the whole misbegotten 
mad lot of us.”

Larry himself claims to 
have given up on his own 
idealistic pipe dream: the 
triumph of the Anarchist 
movement. He realized, 
after 30 years that “men 
didn’t want to be saved 
from themselves, for 
they’d have to give up 
greed, and they’ll never 
pay that price for liberty.” 
Instead he has resolved to 
“take a seat in the grand-
stand of philosophical 
detachment”. He explains 
to young newcomer Don 
Parrit that “the regulars” 
have reached their “last 
harbor. There is no farther 
they can go, and it’s a 
great comfort to them…
they keep up the appear-
ances of life with a few 
harmless pipe-dreams.”

Every listener real-
ized the enduring truth 
of Larry’s “foolosophy," 
because each human 
being secretly harbors 
a comforting personal 
pipe-dream: “Tomor-
row I’ll start that diet, 
stop drinking, smoke my 

last cigarette, begin to 
exercise, quit gambling, 
budget my income…” So 
each of us could regard 
the saloon denizens not 
with contempt, but with 
understanding and empa-
thy.

One concrete hope 
they all share is the im-
minent arrival of jovial 
free-spending Hickey, a 
glad-handing travelling 
salesman whose jokes and 
generosity break the mo-
notony of their bleak exis-
tence in the “cemetery of 
the living." His occasional 
visit is a holiday for all, 
as he goes on a big happy 
binge and treats everyone 
to a grand drinking spree.

This time, however, 
Hickey is a changed man, 
bent on challenging all 
the “regulars” to face 
their personal truths, as 
he has done. The son of 
a preacher, he mounts an 
imaginary pulpit, call-
ing on each failed soul to 
jettison his own illusion, 
grapple with reality, and 
find real peace, as he has 
done.

Of course it’s a fright-
ening prospect to every-
one. But Hickey’s inces-
sant pep talks, affectionate 
urging, and constant 
haranguing finally move 
each one to start, timidly 
or with defiant bluster, on 
a new determined path 
of action. After all, these 
men are not just worth-
less bums; they include 
a starchy British army 
officer and a Harvard Law 
School graduate. O’Neill 
is reminding us that any-
one can find an “escape 
hatch” from life’s stressful 
realities in an alcoholic 
haze, or any other pleas-
ant “loop-hole”, and never 

wish to re-merge.
Finally, after years of 

hesitation and procrastina-
tion, the failed journalist 
will approach his former 
editor for a job, the busted 
cop will sweet-talk his 
Chief into re-hiring him. 
Even Harry Hope, who 
hasn’t dared step out the 
door in 20 years, will work 
up the nerve to take that 
long-promised walk around 
the Ward.

The audience watches 
this incredible transforma-
tion with a mixture of hope 
and anxious doubt. Could 
these long-lost souls really 
succeed in regaining their 
dignity and self-respect, 
and take their responsible 
place in the world again? 
As the final act opens, 
the results of their efforts 
are shown, as well as the 
shocking revelations of 
how Hickey has achieved 
his blissful peace.

It’s a devastating com-
mentary on the human 
condition, but somehow 
feels comfortable, just like 
the wishful thinking of 
the “regulars," whom we 
can see as no worse than 
the best of us. O’Neill has 
succeeded, like Hickey, in 
ripping away the veil we 
all use to hide our true na-
tures from ourselves. Not 
an easy truth to swallow, 
but the accomplishment of 
a great insightful author, 
to whom the first-night 
audience paid enthusiastic 
tribute.

Their extended ovation 
applauded the large and 
impressively-integrated 
company. It would be im-
possible to single out indi-
vidual performers in such a 
perfectly-meshed ensem-
ble, since each represented 
a jewel of characterization. 

Especially outstanding 
were Aaron Murphy as 
Hickey, who simply takes 
over the stage from his 
first appearance, and the 
incredible  Randy Anger in 
full Irish bluster as Larry. 
(Amazingly, Anger rotates 
from this role to that of Big 
Daddy, the larger-than-life 
Southern patriarch in Role 
Player’s Ensemble’s “Cat 
On A Hot Tin Roof.") Of 
course top honors go to 
painstaking Director Hayes 
and gifted dialect coach 
Robin Taylor.

Brilliant portrayals by 
so many individual actors 
are too numerous to in-
clude, leaving this reviewer 
frustrated at the necessary 
omissions. Readers will 
have to watch a perfor-
mance to observe their tal-
ents “up close and person-
al”. Given the small size of 
the Barn, it is impossible 
for anyone to remain aloof 
and uninvolved with each 
character. Theater doesn’t 
get any livelier! (Perhaps 
that explains my lack of 
empathy for the original 
large-venue NYC show).

Be one of the luck 
locals to actually view this 
rare historic production, 
playing for only 4 more 
dates: September 25, 26, 
and 27 at 7:30 PM, and 
September 28, a 2PM mati-
nee. Limited reservations 
are available at www.eu-
geneoneill.org or 925-820-
1818. Ticket-holders travel 
to the O’Neill National 
Historic Site by a scenic 
NPS shuttle bus leaving 
the Museum of San Ramon 
(205 Railroad Ave., Dan-
ville) beginning 1 ½ hours 
before curtain time. The 
ride alone and the view 
from the top are well worth 
the price of admission!
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Pleasanton Art  League 
will  hold its 5th annual 
Members Art Show at the 
Firehouse Arts Center from 
Saturday, September 27th 
to Saturday, October 25th.  
This  show will feature a 
variety of fresh new works 
by member artists.   Award 
winners  will be selected 
by artist Jane Hofstetter, a 
Northern California artist, 
juror, and instructor.  The  
public is invited to view the 
exhibit and meet the artists 
at the reception on Monday, 
September 29th, from 7 to 
9 PM. The Firehouse Arts 
Center is located at 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
Gallery hours are Wed.- Fri. 
noon to 5 p.m. and Sat. 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. For information 
about membership, visit the 
PAL website at www.pal-art.
com. Pictured artwork by 
Peggy Magovern.
 

Livermore native Barbara 
Johnson will host a reception 
for the opening of her one-
person exhibit of "Clay Works 
- The Nature of Blues" at 
the Wente Vineyards Estate 
Winery Tasting room on 
Sunday October 12th from 1 
to 3 pm.  She says that she 
has been inspired, for over 
35 years by the forms, colors 
and beauty of nature which 
is reflected in her collection. 
Her work balances the 
whimsical with the practical 
to create timeless pieces 
of art. The Wente Estate 
tasting room is located at 
5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. 
It is open daily from 11 to 5. 
For additional information 
contact Barb Johnson barb@
chrysalispottery.com
 
ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
The Art of the Escape, Village Art 

Gallery (233 Front Street), Danville. 
In conjunction with the Eugene O'Neill 
Festival. August 28 – September 28. 
A visual arts exhibit of two and three 
dimensional artwork influenced by 
the Festival theme. Presented by the 
Alamo-Danville Artist Society & Town of 
Danville. No charge.

Absolutely Abstract Art Show, Livermore 
Art Association, Sept. 2-30, during 
regular library hours. Livermore 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. www.
livermoreartassociation.com

The Art of Porcelain Painting, works 
by Eugenia Zobel at Museum on Main, 
608 Main St., Pleasanton. Work will be 
exhibited August 27 through October 
12, 2014.

Pleasanton Art League 5th Annual 
Members’ Juried Exhibition at the 
Harrington Gallery. Art media of all 
types will be represented, includ-
ing watercolor, acrylic, printmaking, 
photography, oils, collage, 3-D, and 
collage.  This popular show will feature 
a variety of fresh new works by mem-
ber artists, most of whom live in the 
Tri-Valley area. Awards will be selected 
by special guest juror Jane Hofstetter, 
noted national artist, teacher, author 
and adjudicator. Free public reception 
with artists will be held on Monday, 
September 29, 7:00-9:00 p.m. Regular 
gallery hours: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad Avenue.  
Donations always appreciated. The 

exhibit will run September 27 through 
October 25. 

Special Fall Exhibit: Dan Petersen.  
September 11 through October 18.  The 
Harrington Gallery and Firehouse Arts 
Center present the extraordinary wa-
tercolors of Dan Petersen in the Grand 
Atrium, mezzanine, and “Across the 
Glass Bridge” exhibition spaces. Peter-
son has had over 50 one-man shows, 
received 150+ awards, including over 
30 top statewide awards, plus several 
top National Awards at Watercolor USA. 
His work is in university collections 
and in hundreds of private collections. 
Former presidents Ronald Reagan and 
Mikhail Gorbachev were collectors. The 
public is invited to explore and enjoy 
the exhibits during Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter open hours.  Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  Donations always 
appreciated. For more information, 
contact Gallery Director: JFinegan@
cityofpleasantonca.gov, or call the 
gallery: 925-931-4849.

ArtWalk, Oct. 11, downtown Livermore, 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. - art displays, music, 
etc. Free admission. www.livermore-
performing arts.org.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Open Mic Night with My Friends at 

Pleasanton Public Library, 2nd Monday 
of most months.  Nov. 10. Poets, Prose 
and Songwriters invited to share latest 
poem, excerpt from your novel, or 
perform an acoustic musical composi-
tion with a supportive audience. Sign 
up between 6:00 and 6:15 pm for a 5 
minute slot. Program free and open to 
the public. Some subject matter and 
language may not be appropriate for 
ages under 16. Contact Jordan Bernal 
at openmic@trivalleywriters.org or call 
the library at 931-3400 ext. 4. 400 Old 
Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. 

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. Artists bring finished 
or unfinished work to show and if 
desired, receive a critique from the 
group. Refreshments are brought by 
the artists, and a donation of $5.00 
is desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne Miller 
at danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring 
their own materials and easels. Open 
to all artists. Professional artist models 
(nude). No instructor. Students under 
18 need written parental permission to 
attend. Cost $20 per session. Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Coffee, tea and refreshments are avail-
able. Call or e-mail Barbara Stanton 
for more info about the workshop, 
925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Composition Workshop – learn to create 
dynamic compositions with visual 
aids and hands-on techniques.  For 
beginning and intermediate students 
who want to improve their artwork.  
This workshop will help artists use the    
hundreds of reference photos they 
have that are not quite right to produce 
a painting that will win awards.  Six 
hours of instruction, 9 to noon Sat., 
Oct. 18 and 9 to noon Sat., Oct. 25.  
Instructor Maryann Kot.  Location, 
Bothwell Arts Center 2466 8th St. 
Livermore.  Sign up, Way Up Art and 
Frame 925-443-3388 

Colored Pencil "Basics and Beyond".  
Instructor, Maryann Kot.  Starting at 
9:30-noon on Mon, Oct.  20 for five 
weeks.  Classes will be held at the 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th Street, 
Livermore.  Space is limited.  Signup 
at Way Up Art and Frame, 1912 2nd 
Street, Livermore.  925-443-3388

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at The 
Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. Join 
us as we challenge ourselves to poeti-
cally relay our thoughts, emotions and 
experiences through poetry. Become a 
member & share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for more 

info on Theme Challenges, Membership 
& Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 2nd 
and last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio located 
at 1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $5 fee to 
cover meeting costs.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Wine Wednesdays, Livermore Valley 

wineries will be hosting "Wine 
Wednesdays" each Wednesday through 
October. One featured winery will be 
open from 5 to 8 p.m. to help guests 
"wine-down" from the work week or 
just grab a taste of wine before going 
out to dinner in the Tri-Valley. Oct. 1, 
Eckert Estate Winery; Oct. 8, Mitchell 
Katz Winery; Oct. 15, Retzlaff Estate 
Winery; Oct. 22, Nottingham Cellars; 
Oct. 29, Dante Robere Vineyards.  
Check for the winery listings at www.
lvwine.org.

Cedar Mountain Winery: Friday, 
September 26th 4:00 - 10:00 pm; Sat-
urday, September 27th 12:00 - 10:00 
pm; Sunday, September 28th 12:00 - 
6:00 pm Small tasting room open next 
to Swirl "On the Side." Information at 
swirl@live.com, www.swirlonthesq.
com 21 South Livermore Avenue 
#105, Livermore. Cedarmountainwin-
ery.com, cedarmtn@wt.net. 

The Winemaker's Pour House, Live mu-
sic: Sept. 25, 6-9 p.m., Natalia Sings; 
Sept. 26, 7-11 p.m., Charged Particles; 
Sept. 27, 7-11 p.m., Toucan Jam; Sept. 
30, 6-9 p.m., Glenn Osur at the piano; 
Oct. 1, 6-9 p.m., Gage Courtois; Oct. 
3, 7-11 p.m., Speakeasy Night with 
Tumbledown House; Oct. 4, 9-11 p.m., 
Souled Out. 2241 First St., Livermore. 
www.winemakerspourhouse.com or 
215-2656. Live music: 

Las Positas Vineyards, Sunday, Septem-
ber 28, " Sunday Funday"  special wine 
& cheese pairing flight.  $15 for club 
members or $20 for non-members. 
For more information please contact 
us at 925-449-9463 or email curt@
laspositasvineyards.com. Fri., Oct. 3 
"Evening in the Bineyards, free concert 
from 6 to 9 p.m. featuring live music 
by Joey T & Mark Waterford with " The 
Girls."  Wine, non-alcoholic beverages 
and artisan pizza's hand crafted by 
On the Vine Catering available for 
purchase (sorry no outside food or 
beverages permitted) Tom make 
reservations please visit our website at 
www.laspositasvineyards.com

Murrieta's Well, T Murder Mystery 
Dinner, Fri., Oct. 17, 6 to 9 p.m. Help 
solve a murder mystery, includes 
three course family style meal paired 
with Murrieta's Well estate wines. 
$160 for Silver Spur club Members; 
$170 Public includes: passed hors 
d'oeuvres, a three course dinner, wine 
and entertainment. www.murrietaswell.
com. 3005 Mines Rd., Livermore.

Sunset Sip and Shop, 4 to 7 p.m. Sat., 
Sept. 27, Livermore Premium Outlets: 
Livermore Valley's finest wines. 

Wineries will pour amongst the 130+ 
retailers for guests as they shop the 
night away. Tickets include wine 
tasting, a commemorative wine glass 
and discounts at participating stores. 
Tickets: $20 advance/ $25 day of the 
event. Tickets include: 16 - 1 oz tastes, 
a Livermore Valley Wine Country Glass, 
event program. Ticket holders will 
also receive discounts at participating 
stores. www.lvwine.org

Lineage component tasting with Steven 
Kent Mirassou at The Steven Kent 
Winery, Livermore, Saturday, October 
4th, Two sessions available, 12-1pm or 
3-4pm, Reservation Required Tasting 
Fee; $25 Club Members, $50 General 
Public Tasting Fee applied toward 
qualified purchase. LineageWine.com.

Murder Mystery Dinner, October 17, 6 
to 9 p.m. Murrieta's Well, Livermore. 
Solve a murder mystery while you enjoy 
a delicious three course family style 
meal paired with Murrieta's Well estate 
wines.  $160 for Silver Spur club Mem-
bers; $170 Public. 3004 Mines Rd., 
Livermore. www.murrietaswell.com

Charles R Vineyards Mystery Dinner: 
"Death is a Cabernet, or Chum." 
Investigate the death of Cabernet 
vinter Malcolm Melee. 6 p.m. Oct. 25, 
play and dinner included in ticket $65, 
$55 club members. Seating limited 
to 32. Tickets available at Charles 
R Vineyards winery located at 8195 
Crane Ridge Road or email: bonnie@
charlesrvineyards.com

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Tuesday Tunes with a Twist, presented 

by the Livermore Cultural Arts Council, 
Livermore Plaza on the Shea Homes 
Stage in front of the Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore.  One Mile 
performs Sept. 30, the final concert. 
Concerts begin at 6:45 p.m.  No alcohol 
is allowed in the plaza area. 

Dave Mason Traffic Jam, legend in 
classic rock, 7:30 p.m. Tues., Sept. 
30. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Leo Kottke, acoustic guitar. 8 p.m. Fri., 
Oct. 3, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

The World of Webber! A Tribute to The 
Songs of Andrew Lloyd Webber, Oct. 10 
at 8 p.m. Oct. 12 at 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

World Fusion: Quattro, Latin, pop, jazz, 
classical. Oct. 11, 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.

Del Valle Fine Arts, Peter Wyrick, cello 
and Roy Bogas, piano; 8 p.m. Oct. 
11 Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Halie Loren, The Next Big Thing among 
jazz vocalists, Oct. 16, 8 p.m. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848.   

Pleasanton Community Concert 
Band, family concert, 2 p.m. Oct. 19, 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 

Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

Orchestra “Canned” Concert, Las Posi-
tas College Main Theater, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 23. Includes canned food drive. 
Center for the Performing Arts, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. http://
laspositascollege.edu/performingarts 

The Lettermen, 7:30 p.m. Thurs., Oct. 
23. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Livermore-Amador Symphony 
Pops Concert, Fri., Oct. 24, Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., Livermore. Theme will be 
Star-Spangled Pops. Doors open 7 
p.m., concert begins at 8 p.m. Tickets 
430, 447-6454. livermoreamadorsym-
phony.org.

Foothill High School Band Review. 
October 25, 2014. Parade on Main 
Street at 8:30 a.m. free and open to 
the public. Field Show at Foothill High 
School, 4 to 10 p.m., general admis-
sion $10. www.foothillmusic.org

Jeni and Billy, Appalachian Folk Duo. 2 
p.m. Sun., Oct. 26, Pleasanton Library, 
400 Old Bernal Avenue. Free concert. 
(925) 931-3400. 

Jake Shimabukura, ukulele virtuoso. 
(Sold Out) 7:30 p.m. Tues., Oct. 28. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Mariachi Sol de Mexico, 7:30 p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 30. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

ON THE STAGE
The Iceman Cometh by Eugene O’Neill 

– Old Barn, Eugene O’Neill National 
Historic Site, Danville. September 25, 
26, 27 and 28*. Produced by Eugene 
O’Neill Foundation, Tao House. Directed 
by Eric Fraisher Hayes. Tickets $35 
at www.EugeneOneill.org . Eugene 
O’Neill’s drama of down-and-outers at 
Harry Hope’s Saloon on the waterfront. 
Transportation to O’Neill National 
Historic Site is by National Park Service 
shuttle from the Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley, 205 Railroad Avenue, 
Danville. (*post-show discussion) .

Treasure Island, San Ramon Community 
Theater production based on the story 
by Robert Louis Stevenson; directed by 
Roger Craig. All performances will be 
held at the Front Row Theater, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Rd. in San Ramon. 
Sept. 26-Oct.. 12, 8 p.m. Fridays and 
2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. info@
sanramoncommunitytheater.org. www.
sanramon.ca.gov/Parks/theater

Dr. Doolittle Jr., Family Theater per-
formed by local youth!  Presented by 
Civic Arts Stage Company in partner-
ship with Bay Area Children’s Theater.  
Based on the classic stories by Hugh 
Lofting about “the doctor who can talk 
with the animals.” The youth musical 
theater production trots, crawls, and 
flies onto the Firehouse Arts Center 
stage from September 26 through 
October 5.  Fridays and Saturdays at 
7:30 p.m.; matinees Saturdays and 
Sundays at 2:00 p.m.  Tickets are $12, 
$15, $18; Child or Senior: $6, $9, $12.  

(continued on page 6)
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Dave Mason Traffic Jam performs at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore at 7:30 p.m. on Tues., Sept. 30. 
Inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame as a co-
founder of the influential 1960s band Traffic, guitarist 
Dave Mason has entertained audiences for decades 
with such instantly recognizable hits as Feelin' Alright 
and We Just Disagree. His signature guitar work 
contributed to the legendary recording of Jimi Hendrix’ 
All Along the Watchtower and has been linked with 
numerous other members of the rock and roll elite.  
The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore. Tickets can be purchased at 
the box office, online at www.bankheadtheater.org or 
by calling 373-6800.

Tickets available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Michael Krasny: Off Mike: A Memoir 
of Talk Radio and Literary Life. 7:40 
p.m., Oct. 9. Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org, 373-6800.

Spank! The Fifty Shades Parody, 8 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 10. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Avenue Q, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre, 
Oct. 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 31; Nov. 1, 2; 
8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 3 p.m. 
Sundays. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 

St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

The Senior Players Present... Always 
a Bridesmaid, Oct. 24 and 25 at 7:30 
p.m. and Oct. 26 at 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or 
931-4848. 

Creatures of Impulse Presents: 
Nightmare 2014, Oct. 30-Nov. 1. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848. 

Children’s Theater Aesop’s Fables, Oct. 
24, 7 p.m. and Oct. 25, 3 p.m. Las 
Positas College Black Box Theater, Per-
forming Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts

COMEDY
Will Durst in Boomeraging, Oct. 17 

and 18, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Livermore-Amador Symphony Associa-

tion's 42nd Competition for Young 
Musicians, application deadline is 
Sunday, October 5, 2014. (Applications 
will be accepted starting on 9/26.) 
Open to instrumentalists and vocal-
ists who reside or attend school in 
Livermore, Sunol, Pleasanton, Dublin, 
or San Ramon. Students are eligible 
through grade 12. If not enrolled in 
high school, the maximum age is 17. 
All instruments will be considered. Two 
young musicians will be selected to 
perform as soloists with the symphony 
in February 21, 2015. Each winner/
soloist will be awarded $500. Applica-
tions must be accompanied by an 
$8.00 application fee and a recording 
for preliminary screening. Additional 
information may be obtained from 
www.livamsymph.org or by contacting 
the competition chairperson at (925) 
447-1947.

OPERA
Rigoletto, Livermore Valley Opera, Sept. 

27, 28, Oct. 4, 5. Written by Verdi as 
a social commentary on a corrupt and 
abusive nobility. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

MISCELLANEOUS
The Secrets of O’Neill in Danville, Sat., 

Sept. 27 at 1:00 p.m. Walking tour of 
downtown Danville with stories about 
Danville and the O’Neills when they 
lived at Tao House between 1937-
1944. Docent led tours sponsored by 
the Museum of the San Ramon Valley. 
Tour begins at Museum of the San 
Ramon Valley, 205 Railroad Ave., and 
ends at the O’Neill Commemorative on 
Front Street, across from the Danville 

Library. No charge 
A Taste of the West, 1890s: A Wild West 

Evening. September 27, 6 to 10 p.m. 
Handles at Pleasanton Hotel, 855 Main 
Street, Pleasanton. $45 per person. 
Museum on Main’s 5th annual Wild 
West fund-raiser. Dinner, no host bar, 
gaming tables, live and silent auctions, 
live music by Extended Roots. Must be 
21 or over. For tickets, call 925-462-
2766, or go to the Museum on Main, 
603 Main Street, Pleasanton during 
regular operating hours. 

25th Annual Nostalgia Car Show, 
Altamont Cruisers. Sunday, September 
28, 20149:00 am to 4:00 p.m. Down-
town Livermore. Opening Ceremonies 
at 9:00 am. www.altamontcruisers.org 

4th annual Paws in the Park, Sunday, 
September 28, 2014. dog walk and 
animal festival benefiting Valley 
Humane Society’s animal rescue and 
community programs. Walk with or 
without your dog, form a “dog pack” 
with family and friends for added inspi-
ration, even participate virtually. www.
valleyhumane.org

Fall Rose Show at Alden Lane Nursery 
in Livermore.  October 4 and 5, 2014.  
This year's show is dedicated to the 
memory of David Lowell.  Enter roses 
for judging Saturday from 7 to 10 am.  
Help is available for novices.  Open to 
the public for viewing Saturday 1 to 5 
pm and Sunday 9 to 5 pm. Free admis-
sion.  981 Alden Lane, Livermore.  Co-
sponsored by Mt. Diablo Rose Society. 
(510) 331-6115. 

An Evening with Albert Einstein, October 
21st, 7 p.m. Museum on Main 2014 
Ed Kinney Speakers Series, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $10 general 
admission, $7 seniors, $5 members, 
and $3 students/teachers with ID. 
Tickets may be purchased at Museum 
on Main during regular operating hours 
or by phoning the museum at (925) 
462-2766. Tickets purchased by phone 
will be available for pick up at Will 
Call in the lobby of the Firehouse Arts 
Center on the evening of the event. 

Pleasanton’s Museum on Main partners with Smithsonian 
Magazine for 10th annual Museum Day Live! on Saturday, 
September 27th from 10am to 4pm.

Museum Day Live! represents Smithsonian’s commit-
ment to make learning and the spread of knowledge acces-
sible to everyone, giving museums across all 50 states the 
opportunity to emulate the admission policy of the Smithso-
nian museums in Washington, D.C.  Last year’s event drew 
over 400,000 participants to museums across the country.

In conjunction with the museum’s current exhibition 
“The Art of Porcelain Painting,” the public is invited to 
enjoy free admission to porcelain painting demonstrations 
by Livermore artist Eugenia Zobel on Saturday, September 
27th from noon to 3pm.

“Museum admission and entry to special programs can 
often be a hurdle to a individuals seeking unique experi-
ences in an informal learning setting,” says the museum’s 
Education Director Jennifer Amiel.  “We hope free events 
such as this one will encourage the community to explore 
and enjoy the cultural resources in the area.”

Museum on Main is located at 603 Main Street in historic 
downtown Pleasanton.  It is open to the public Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10am to 4pm and Sunday from 
1pm – 4pm.  For more information about current exhibits 
and programs, visit the Museum’s web site at www.museu-
monmain.org or call (925)462-2776.

 

era and is excited about the 
production and what it will 
bring to audiences.

“It is always a pleasure 
directing Verdi’s Rigoletto 
and I am delighted to be in 
Livermore with this opera 
company. I have directed in 
large opera houses all over 
the world, yet LVO is a 
unique opera company that 
produces excellent opera 
with professional singers, 
but with a company staffed 
by volunteers.  I thoroughly 
appreciate the professional 
musical talent assembled 
here and the friendly and 
competent support of this 

volunteer company.  Add 
to that, the modern Bank-
head Theater is a wonderful 
venue to achieve the full 
potential of an intensive, 
emotional Verdi masterpiece 
opera.”

 Giuseppe Verdi’s op-
era presents a moving and 
multi-faceted story of pas-
sion, abuse of women and 
revenge that backfires, juxta-
posing good and evil, beauty 
and disfigurement, purity 
and promiscuity, honest and 
deceit, as well as loyalty 
and betrayal.  Verdi’s music 
in Rigoletto is a melodic 
masterpiece, including one 

of the world’s more famous 
arias, “La donna é mobile” 
that will be sung by tenor 
Michael-Paul Krubitzer as 
the Duke of Mantua.

Performances are Sept. 
27 at 7:30 p.m., Sept. 28 at 
2 p.m., Oct. 4 at 7:30 p.m. 

and Oct. 5 at 2 p.m. at the 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets may be 
purchased at the box office, 
online at www.bankhead-
theater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

Greg Pane presents a free keyboard concert of Classic 
Hollywood Hits at the Livermore Library at 2 p.m. on 
Sept. 28.

He will perform music from some of the world’s best 
and most classic movies—spanning from the 1950s to the 
2000’s. Selections include 2001: A Space Odyssey, Exodus 
(1960), Around the World in 80 Days, and more. He will 
also play original music from his CDs.

 The Friends of the Livermore Library have sponsored 
this program as part of the Friends Authors and Arts Series.

There is no admission charge. The library is located at 
1188 So. Livermore Avenue. 

(continued from page 5)

OPERA
(continued from front page)

Museum Day in Pleasanton

Keyboard Performance Set
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Look for Bulletin Board in the main section of The 
Independent.

ROTARY LIGHTS 
UP LIVES!

We are neighbors, community 
leaders, and global citizens uniting for the common 
good. With you, we can accomplish even more.  
joinrotary5170.org

The 11th Annual “Toasts & Tastes of Fall” culinary 
competition and fundraiser benefitting Pleasanton Partner-
ships in Education Foundation (PPIE) will be held Friday 
October 17, 2014 at a new location, Castlewood Country 
Club, from 6:30 pm – 10:00 pm.

Residents, parents, business, civic and school leaders- 
join together to celebrate and support education. Event 
proceeds benefit the foundation and its programs supporting 
every student in the Pleasanton Unified School District.

This annual Cocktail Party, Culinary Competition and 
Silent Auction features 15 culinary teams consisting of a 
local chef, school principal and corporate/community spon-
sors who compete for cash prizes in one of three categories: 
“Savory” “Sweet” and “Slow.”

Participating chefs this year include: A Tasteful Affair, 
Almond’s Kitchen, Blue Agave Club, Castlewood Country 
Club, Eddie Pappas American Hangout, FAZ, Pans on Fire, 
Primrose Bakery, Sweet Freedom Bake Shop and Valley 
Catering and more.

Guests join official judges and taste signature appetiz-
ers and desserts paired with fine wine – poured, paired and 
presented with the help of school principals. Along with 
lively jazz music, Emcee Juliette Goodrich of KPIX-TV 
will update participants throughout the evening.

Silent Auction lots feature vacation and ‘stay-cation’ op-
portunities, dining and activities for the entire family- along 
with memorabilia, wine and specially-selected goods and 
services- many of which you will take home that night.

Corporate Sponsorships are still available- including 
levels that offer chef team placements.  Go to www.ppie.
org to become an event sponsor or contact Susan Hayes at 
executivedirector@ppie.org.

Tickets are $75 per person and can be purchased online 
at www.ppie.org, or by check, made out to PPIE and not-
ing “Toasts & Tastes” in the memo line. Mail checks to 
PPIE, 333 Division Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566. Include 
guest names, as no tickets will be mailed and names will 
be placed on a guest list at the event. Guests must be over 
21 years old to attend.

For more information about PPIE, log onto www.ppie.
org. 

Michael Krasny, the 
entertaining and versatile 
host of NPR’s Forum radio 
program for nearly two 
decades, will discuss life 
on and off the air when he 
speaks October 9 as part of 
the Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series.

Krasny has been called 
the “thinking man’s talk 
show host.” He has a PhD 
in American literature, a 
subject which he teaches 
at San Francisco State Uni-
versity. He converses with 
apparent ease on the air with 
such prominent authors such 
as Joan Didion, Philip Roth 
and Isabel Allende.

Beyond literature, Kras-
ny’s daily two-hour pro-
gram, Forum, covers a wide 
range of topics. To name 
only a few, discussions in 
recent weeks have focused 
on Scottish independence, 
high fat diets, air strikes in 
Iraq, spending on NCAA 
sports, new invasive species 
in California, leaky water 
pipes in the Bay Area, the 
need for earthquake insur-
ance, Vietnamese cooking 
and malignant melanoma 
rates in Marin County.

In a telephone interview, 
Krasny said he does not 
have a canned talk and had 
not yet decided on subjects 
to cover at the Bankhead, 
except that they will tend 
toward the “strange and 
unexpected” things that hap-
pen during interviews. 

He will discuss “a blend 

of literature and talk radio,” 
he said, in keeping with 
his 2007 autobiography, 
“Off Mike: A Memoir of 
Talk Radio and Literary 
Life.” The book presents a 
remarkably intimate picture 
of his upbringing and ca-
reer, discussing adolescence, 
sexuality, religion, personal 
relationships and his career 
in commercial and now 
public radio. 

It also acknowledges his 
early frustration at failing to 
become a successful novelist 
like his childhood hero, Saul 
Bellow.

Krasny often gives public 
presentations and recalls 
speaking in the Livermore 
Library years ago, when the 
City of Livermore became 
the only municipality ever 
to force him to purchase a 
business license to give his 
invited talk. 

In general terms, Krasny 
tends toward liberal posi-
tions, but he avoids sim-
plistic distinctions and is 
willing to challenge icons 
on the left or right. Eleven 
years ago, after interviewing 
a pacificistic Joan Baez as 
the U.S. prepared to invade 
Iraq , he told a San Francisco 
Chronicle reporter that he 
is a “neo-progressive” who 
has sometimes voted Re-
publican.

“I was never the liberal 
I was painted as,” he was 
quoted as saying. “I’m not 
one of those predictable 
liberals. I keep my politics 

out of the programming.”
Krasny, now 70, comes 

from a blue collar Cleveland 
background. His family 
was poor and Jewish con-
servative. His father had a 
bacteriology degree from 
Ohio State , but worked 
long hours in an ice cream 
factory.

The autobiographical 
“Off Mike” makes him out 
to be a tough kid swayed by 
many of the typical passions 
of childhood, prone to fight 
and get into trouble but at the 
same time driven to higher 
things by intellectual curios-
ity and an unusual memory.

Krasny’s brother, Frank, 
who lives in San Francisco , 
recalled in a 2010 article that 
“as a kid, (Michael) knew 
every baseball statistic and 
all the players. He had this 
phenomenal memory, and it 
would surprise the kids on 
the street.”

He also had a way with 
words and a gift for convers-
ing with strangers, chatting 
up people on buses even as 
a toddler, his brother said.

He started work as a 
literature instructor at San 
Francisco State in 1970 and 
became a talk show host 
for a small Marin County 
radio station 10 years later. 
Part-time work at KGO 

radio in San Francisco led 
to his own KGO Sunday 
night program. He moved 
to KQED radio in 1993, a 
move that KGO talk show 
guru Ronn Owens called 
“perfect for him because 
you have a listenership that 
is into longer-length inter-
views and less mainstream.”

To prepare for interviews, 
Krasny reads the New York 
Times, Washington Post, the 
Economist and, of course, 
the books of authors who 
will appear on his program. 
On-air discussions range 
from literary themes to the 
financial nitty gritty of bond 
issues and city budgets.

"I want to promote free, 
wide-ranging discussion of 
ideas, stuff that nobody else 
does,” he said in his 2010 
interview. “We want to go 
off the beaten track and try 
to avoid that pack journal-
ism mentality."

Michael Krasny’s Bank-
head talk is scheduled to 
begin at 7:30 p.m. on Oc-
tober 9 at the Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First Street, 
Livermore. Tickets may-
be purchased online at the 
box office, online at http://
mylvpac.com/ or by contact-
ing the box office at (925) 
373-6800.

 
 

Toasts & Tastes Benefit 
Planned by PPIE

Michael Krasny at Bankhead
To Discuss Radio Career
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The Friends of the Pleasanton Public Library will host 
the Fall Book Sale 2014 on Friday, September 26, Saturday, 
September 27, and Sunday, September 28 in the large meet-
ing room of the library.

The Friday night sale will run from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. for 
members only of the Friends of the Library,  (memberships 
will be available at the door). The sale is open to everyone on 
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on Sunday from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. A popular feature of the Sunday sale 
is the $7 price for a grocery bag full of books of your choice.

Due to limited aisle space, no strollers are allowed. 
Electronic devices such as PDA’s and scanners are also 
prohibited at the event.

More than 35,000 donated books of all types from best-
sellers to biographies to children's picture books will be for 
sale, with paperbacks costing 50-cents and hardbacks and 
large-format paperbacks for $1. The books are in good to 
perfect condition. There will also be videos and other media 
for sale. Visitors can pay with cash, check or credit card.

 The Friends of the Pleasanton Library is a 501c3 non-
profit organization created to support the Library. All rev-
enues from the Book Sale support new materials programs 
and equipment at the library.

The Friends are seeking adult volunteers to help set up 
the sale and during the sale hours. For book sale or volunteer 
information, please call Nancy Bering, (925) 462-4362. 

 

 

A Fundraiser for Livermore-Amador Symphony
www.livermoreamadorsymphony.org

 
 

Star-Spangled Pops

 
 

Join the Livermore-Amador Symphony
and new music director Lara Webber!

An all-American music concert to  
celebrate the 200th anniversary of  

“The Star Spangled Banner”

Friday, October 24, 2014
Cresta Blanca Room

The Robert Livermore Community Center
4444 East Avenue, Livermore 

Doors Open 7 p.m. • Concert Begins at 8 p.m.
Ticket go on sale Sept. 15th! To RSVP: (925) 447-6454

$30 each or save with a table of 8 for $210

The Livermore Commission for the Arts and Livermore 
Downtown Inc. will unveil the inaugural Downtown Tree 
Sweater Forest, a fiber art installation, in Livermore’s down-
town.  The knitted and/or crocheted public art display will 
run from September 27 until November 22, 2014.

Artists will install their tree sweaters on 36 trees along 
First Street, between L and Maple. The adorned trees are 
sponsored by business owners, families, friends, and mem-
bers of the community.  Sponsorship proceeds benefit the 
Valley Humane Society.  

The Installation Ceremony will be held at 12:00 noon, 
Saturday, September 27th at Flag Pole Plaza, at the corner 
of First Street and Livermore Avenue. The ceremony will 
acknowledge the artists. Mayor John Marchand will pres-
ent the Valley Humane Society with a check for the project 
proceeds. The Valley Humane Society will offer Adopt-a-Pet 
opportunities beginning at 10:00 a.m.

The public is invited to watch the artists install their tree 
sweaters beginning at 9:00 a.m. on the 27th.  The creations 
are culturally rich fiber art representing the community and 
its spirit.  When the tree sweaters are removed on November 
22nd they will be donated to Valley Humane Society who 
will use them as pet bedding and comfort pieces for shelter 
animals. 

A tour map listing all of the tree sweaters and their lo-
cation will be available for viewing beginning September 
25th on the City of Livermore website and the Livermore 
Downtown Inc. website and app. A limited number of printed 

maps will be available at Livermore Downtown Inc., 20 
South L Street, and at City Hall, 1052 S Livermore Avenue.  
Local sponsor Jo-Ann Fabrics and Craft Stores donated 
yarn, supplies, and meeting space in their Livermore store 
at 4650 Arroyo Vista at First Street and Las Positas Blvd 
for program participants. 

Questions may be addressed to the City at (925) 960-4581 
or via email at arts@cityoflivermore.net.

Tree Sweater Forest Unveiling SaturdayFall Book Sale Set at 
Pleasanton Library


