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There are three candidates for
two seats on the Pleasanton City
Council.

Incumbents Matt Sullivan and
Cindy McGovern are seeking re-
election for what would be their
final four year terms on the coun-
cil. They are challenged by Jerry
Pentin.

A fourth candidate, Howard
Neely, will have his name on the
ballot. However, he has with-
drawn from the race. Neely cited
personal reasons. In a press re-
lease, Neely urged voters to sup-
port Pentin, "who is more aligned
with my views."

The candidates were inter-
viewed issues including the
controversy over hillside devel-
opment, a need to solve traffic
congestion, and to provide af-
fordable housing.

The interviews are in alpha-
betical order.

CINDY McGOVERN
Cindy McGovern is seeking

her second term on the city coun-
cil. Prior to election to the coun-
cil, the 40-year Pleasanton resi-
dent served as a trustee on the
Pleasanton Unified School Dis-

Two Incumbents, One Challenger
In Pleasanton Council Race

(See COUNCIL, page 6)

PET OF THE WEEK
Lucky is a handsome 5 year old Golden Retriever with a
lovely smile.  Typical to his breed, Lucky is smart, kind and
friendly.  He is also athletic and loves to mess around with
other dogs.  Lucky is eager to please and has responded
well to obedience classes.  In short, Lucky is “practically
perfect in every way!”  Are you feeling Lucky?  Visit Valley
Humane Society every Saturday from 11AM to 2PM.  Log on
to the web site www.valleyhumane.org or call 925-426-8656
for more details.  Mark the calendar- Blessing of the Animals
is October 11th.

Dr. Grace E. Devnich, one of
Livermore’s most beloved elders,
died on September 23. She had
turned 100 this past December
30.

Dr. Devnich was the Tri-
Valley’s first female doctor. Her
husband, Henry, was also a doc-
tor. They were general practitio-
ners, working out of an office on
South J Street. They made house
calls.

Drs. Grace and Henry had the
area’s first electrocardiogram
machine. From their South J
Street office they started the area’s
first blood bank and did the
analysis for cross matching.

A native of Boulder, Colo-
rado, Dr. Devnich earned her
bachelor’s degree from the Uni-
versity of North Dakota and her
master’s from Colorado College.

She met Henry Devnich in
college. They married in 1929.
They taught school together in
Nebraska and Colorado to raise
money for medical school. Dr.
Grace graduated from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska medical school
in 1945. She completed her in-
ternship in Santa Clara County,
after which she and her husband
settled in Livermore.

She worked at the Alameda
County Tuberculosis Sanitarium
in Livermore and was on the staff
of the ValleyCare Health System.

Dr. Devnich retired from her
medical career in 1981, but re-

Dr. Grace Devnich

(See OBITUARIES, page 9)

Grace Devnich
Dies at 100
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Layna Chianakas sings the role of Rosina in Livermore Valley
Opera's production of "The Barber of Seville." To see what's
new at the opera this year, go to page 12.

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District launched
a new and improved Web site this
month, which aims to be more
streamlined and user-friendly.

The new Web site features
slide-out menu navigation with
a variety of selectable options
covering LARPD’s programs and
services. Web site users can find
information about a range of top-
ics, from open space and trails to
facility rentals. In addition to
improved navigation, many
LARPD staff members have con-
tributed to providing more accu-
rate information for the site.

With one click from the home
page, the entire LARPD site can
be translated into more than 20
languages with the help of
Google Translate software.

Highlights of the site include
an interactive park map where
Internet users can click on the
map and learn more about what
each park has to offer. A new
search function will allow the
public to search the entire site,
only Board documents or the
entire site excluding Board docu-
ments. A new list of LARPD
phone Information Hotlines is
listed on the site, plus the Con-
tact Us page has been expanded
to allow users to direct their ques-
tions to an expanded list of indi-
vidual departments.

Lea Blevins, LARPD Public
Information Officer, stresses that
one of the major goals of recon-
structing the site was to signifi-
cantly improve the navigation.
“We want the public to find the
information they are looking for
within three clicks or less,” she
said.

A behind-the-scenes feature of
this new site is the capability of
LARPD staff members to directly
make real-time updates, which
will allow for more current infor-
mation on District programs and
news. This ability will also al-
low LARPD to alert the public
with important announcements
such as when Sycamore Grove
and Veterans parks are closed
due to fire danger.

LARPD staff  presented the
new site during the Board of Di-
rectors meeting at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sept. 24.  The web site is at
www.larpd.dst.ca.us

LARPD Launches
Its New User
Friendly Website

Four candidates are running for
two seats on the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District
Board of Trustees.

The incumbents seeking re-
election are Tom McLaughlin and
Bill Morrison. They are chal-
lenged by first time candidates,
Stewart Gary and Chuck Roggee.

Budget concerns, union nego-
tiations, and the need to show
improvement in test scores are
among the issues facing the dis-
trict.

The Independent inter-
viewed each of the candidates.
The stories are in alphabetical
order.

STEWART GARY
Stewart Gary is the former

chief of the Livermore-Pleasan-
ton Fire Department. He was in-
strumental in merging the Liv-
ermore and Pleasanton Fire De-
partments. Gary has degrees in
public administration. He serves

Four Candidates Vie for
Livermore School Board

(See SCHOOL BOARD, page 7)

Pleasanton voters will choose
between two ballot measures that
supporters profess is the only way
to protect hillsides from devel-
opment.

Measure PP is an initiative
that qualified for the ballot with
over 5000 signatures. Measure
QQ was placed on the ballot by
three councilmembers after PP
had qualified.

The council measure (QQ)
asks residents to confirm a state-
ment in the general plan calling
for establishment of an ordinance
to protect the southeast hillsides.
Some type of community col-
laborative effort would be used
to develop the ordinance. The or-
dinance that would result would
be subject to environmental re-
view. It would identify such
things as elevations and major
ridgelines.

The citizens' initiative (PP)
would prohibit the building of
structures and grading on slopes
of 25 percent or greater or within
100 feet of a ridgeline. Develop-
ments of 10 or fewer units are

Pleasanton Voters
Will Decide Which
Measure Best
Protects Hillsides

(See MEASURES, page 5)

By Patricia Koning
The Livermore Education As-

sociation (LEA), the teachers’
union, has rejected an offer by the
Livermore Valley Joint Unified
School District for a 3% salary
increase, retroactive to July
2007. The two sides have been
negotiating the salary increase
and other issues for nearly 16
months.

According to a memo that was
sent to District employees from
the District negotiations team on
Monday, the District’s last best
offer would have also given
teachers an additional 0.75% sal-
ary increase effective June 1,

Teachers' Union Rejects District’s Offer
2009 if the parcel tax were to
pass. Employees retiring after
June 2010 would receive $6,000
for the Option One Benefit. Un-
der the present contract, the pro-
vision for retiree health benefits
sunsets for LEA in June 2010.

“We believe we have a fair
and fiscally responsible offer on
the table,” said Livermore
School Superintendent Brenda
Miller. She notes that a recent
change in law requires that she
and Susan Kinder, Executive
Director of Fiscal Services, sign
off on the viability of any offer
in the current year and three
years forward. Given the current

budget situation both for the Dis-
trict and state of California,
which could include mid-year
budget cuts, she said that this is
best possible offer.

LEA’s final offer, according to
a letter sent to its membership on
Tuesday, was for a 3% salary in-
crease for the current school year
and a 1.53% salary increase ef-
fective June 20, 2009. In the
2009/10 school year, the LEA
offer called for an increase in the
Health Care Cap from $10,000
to $13,000 and an elimination
of the sunset date for Retirement
Option One. In 2010, LEA was
willing to reduce the Option One

Benefit from $10,000 to $7,500.
According to LEA, the rising

cost of health care would negate
the District’s salary increase by
the 2009/10 school year. By
LEA’s calculations, which are
based on an assumed 12% annual
increase in health care costs, a
teacher’s net gain in 08/09 would
be between $150 and $800, de-
pending on his or her position in
the salary scale. By the next
school year, a teacher would suf-
fer a net loss of approximately
$300 to $1,000.

“Our proposals have been rea-
sonable, fair, and take into con-
sideration the fragile nature of

the State’s economy, our School
Board’s concerns for fiscal re-
sponsibility, and their $18 mil-
lion reserve,” says Reardon.

After LEA rejected the
District’s offer, the mediator called
a close to mediation and certi-
fied both parties to fact finding.

“We’ve been working hard on
negotiations with LEA since Oc-
tober of 2007 and have remained
positive throughout the pro-
cess,” says Miller. “Going to fact
finding is just the next step. We
are committed to resolving the
outstanding issues and reaching
agreement with LEA as soon as
possible.”

The Pleasanton school dis-
trict should focus on the statisti-
cally small improvement in
high-school-age alcohol con-
sumption. It should deelop mea-
surable programs that can reduce
the number of students who are
drinking.

That was the comment from
trustee Chris Grant, during a pre-
sentation of the biennial Califor-
nia  Healthy Kids Survey at the
school board meeting Sept. 23.
Grant called the board’s attention
to the statistics in the report,
which showed a drop in the per-
centage of 11th graders who said
they had alcohol at sometime
during the 30 days before the
survey.

In 2005, some 35 percent said
they had at least one drink dur-
ing that period. In 2007, when
the recent survey was taken, the
figure was 31 percent. “We
should celebrate the 4 percent
improvement,” said Grant. How-
ever, the 31 percent figure still
outlines the problem, he said. “It’s
10 kids in every class. That’s
across both high schools.”

In the binge drinking cat-
egory, which is more than five
drinks in a few hours,  there was a

small improvement. The statis-
tics amounted to six students in
each class. Spread across Amador
Valley and Foothill high schools,
it probably means 500 kids did
binge drinking, said Grant. Some
6 percent of 7th graders had con-
sumed alcohol within the 30 day
period before the survey. “That’s
two or three 10 or 11-year-olds
per class in each middle school.”

Grant said that he would like
to see the board set goals to ad-
dress the alcohol problem.
“Where do we want to be in two
years? We need to have programs
continue the improvement that
we see,” he stated.

Smoking cigarettes or mari-
juana came in much lower statis-
tically. Among the 11th graders,
9 percent said they smoked to-
bacco, and 16 percent said they
had smoked marijuana in the pre-
vious 30 days. Those figures were
unchanged from the previous
survey.

Although the survey showed
in general that the Pleasanton
district is much better off than
most districts in the state when it
comes to at-risk behavior, trust-
ees and superintendent John

Focus Turns to Cutting
Student Drinking

(See SURVEY, page 3)

Since the Friendship Center
closed last June, a newly formed
Task Force has made significant
steps in its efforts to establish a
new adult day care program in
the Tri-Valley. The Task Force is
working with the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District
for potential use of the Arroyo

Mocho School as an interim site.
Arroyo Mocho was one of the

elementary schools closed by the
district. It has had various uses
since then. It was used to house
Sunset students while their
school was being refurbished,
and as district headquarters while

Friendship Center Looking at
Arroyo Mocho as Interim Site

(See INTERIM, page 2)
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Car enthusiasts found lots to like in downtown Livermore last Sunday. The 19th annual
Nostalgia Day Car Show  featured street rods, custom and classic cars. The annual event is a
fund-raiser for youth and the Cruisers Against Drugs program.

The Livermore-Amador Valley
League of Women Voters has
launched a study on the topic,
"Preserving Agriculture and Open
Space Beyond the Urban Limit
Line."

The League is nonpartisan.
After study, the League takes po-
sitions to advocate for or against
particular policies in the public
interest.

The League hosted a forum at
Ruby Hill Winery in Pleasasnton
last Thursday featuring panelists
involved with preservation and/
or agriculture. Speakers included
Karl Wente, Wente Vineyards
winemaker; Sharon Burnham, ex-
ecutive director of the Tri-Valley

Conservancy (TVC); Larry
Gosselin, retired horse veterinar-
ian, rancher and conservation-
ist; and Karen Sweet, executive
director of the Alameda County
Resources Conservation Dis-
trict (ACRCD).

In addition to brief presenta-
tions, the panelists responded to
questions from the audience.

The permitting process and
zoning were issues raised by the
panelists, as well as economics.

Sweet is a member of a sev-
enth generation ranching fam-
ily in Livermore. The ACRCD
works in partnership with the
federal Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) to en-

hance natural resources and ag-
riculture viability, she told the
gathering.

Funding to run the program
comes from contracts with other
agencies and landowners who
want to make use of the services
provided. Local entities such as
the ACRCD were created to ad-
vise lawmakers and agencies in
Washington, D.C. regarding poli-
cies that would work locally.
Money for the NRCS comes
mainly from farm bills. They pro-
vide cost sharing programs for
voluntary clients.

The client provides half of the
costs of a project. Examples of

League Begins Study of Ways to
Preserve Area Ag. and Open Space

(See STUDY, page 4)
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Tri-Valley mayors were given
an opportunity to brag about
their cities during a session fea-
turing the five mayors.

Among other things, all said
they felt their cities were pre-
pared for the current economic
downturn.

The event was hosted by the
San Ramon Chamber of Com-
merce. On hand were mayors Ja-
net Lockhart, Dublin; Candace
Anderson, Danville; Jennifer
Hosterman, Pleasanton; and
Abram Wilson, San Ramon; vice
mayor John Marchand repre-
sented the City of Livermore.

Moderator Mark Curtis made
one observation. He said he had
lived in different areas of the
county. "What you have here is
really unique and special. Never
have I seen five municipalities
and two counties work so well
together. It doesn't happen any-
where else in the country."

The mayors responded to
questions given them ahead of
time.

With regard to the economic
downturn, Wilson said San Ra-
mon has a large reserve. "The
impact won't come this year. It is
in the next two years that we have
to worry about whether or not we
are prepared."

Anderson said Danville had
seen the downturn coming for
sometime. In response, the oper-
ating budget has been reduced.
Danville has not been as im-
pacted by the decline in prop-
erty values, because it is almost
built-out. "Our housing boom
was two to three years ago," she
said.

Marchand felt Livermore was
well positioned. There have been
some lay-offs within the business
sector. However, other jobs are
coming in, such as Comcast,
which is moving its headquarters
to Livermore. He pointed to the

downtown as a strong area of
growth with the new Bankhead
Theater and new restaurants.

In Pleasanton, Hosterman said
there are reserves set aside for
economic uncertainty. "We have
actually been able to move for-
ward with five capital projects
our citizens wanted," she stated.

"The common theme I hear is
preparation. No city in this area
is unprepared for the downturn.
Dublin has set aside money and
is planning for future replace-
ment costs," Lockhart stated.
"We're fine. There is still lots of
development going on. We are
taking the time now to plan capi-
tal improvement projects that
will be ready to go when the
economy recovers."

The mayors were asked what
advantages businesses enjoyed
in their cities and how would
they work to improve the atmo-
sphere

All talked about making the
approval process easier and more
friendly. Wilson would like to see
fewer taxes on businesses. In
Pleasanton, a community devel-
opment department is being cre-
ated.

Anderson felt the small town
atmosphere and high quality of
life were strong attractions in
Danville. She said a recent mar-
keting survey found that it was
the ambiance in the downtown
area that attracted businesses.
Properties in the downtown are
not losing their value.

Marchand described the ad-
vance team assembled by the city
now works with developers and
guides them through the permit-
ting process in Livermore. Devel-
opers learn upfront what can
make a project succeed. Liver-
more also has a highly educated
workforce, excellent schools, 43
wineries and two national labo-
ratories on the cutting edge of

technology. The city is a cultural
center.

Hosterman said Pleasanton
has the highest median income
for a city its size in the entire
United States. The city has a
population with more discretion-
ary income, which attracts busi-
nesses. There is a great school
system, a wonderful downtown,
and five business parks includ-
ing Hacienda, which is nation-
ally known.

Location, location, location,
declared Lockhart, referring to
how close Dublin is to both 580/
680. She said that there has been
time spent helping to make it
possible for people who work in
the city to live there. Over 1000
units of affordable workforce
housing has been built.

Wilson described business as
the lifeblood of any community.
San Ramon has a one stop per-
mitting center, good schools and
one of the best police forces in
the country. A new downtown is
being built that will draw people
to the city.

Should cities work regionally
or retain local control when it
comes to housing and transpor-
tation projects.

Marchand said the causes are
regional, the impacts are local.
There needs to be a coordinated
effort in building transportation
projects. He noted that there are
plans for transit oriented devel-
opment near Greenville Road if
BART were extended to Liver-
more.

Hosterman said the transpor-
tation and housing are issues that
are too complicated for simplis-
tic answers. Housing numbers are
assigned by ABAG., Pleasanton
disagrees with the methodology
used to develop the numbers.
Hosterman said cities need to
maintain control to retain the
quality of life residents expect.

Mayors  Get Chance to Brag about Cities
Lockhart said that cities have

a responsibility to make good
decisions. "If communities did
what needed to be done, there
wouldn't be regional issues. We
would have housing to support
workers, and freeways would not
be clogged. Not all of the cities
have worked toward those ends.
Absolutely, regional planning is
necessary."

In San Ramon, Wilson, said
it's not about control; it's about
working together to solve hous-
ing and transportation issues.
Area cities have been able to
work together to leverage trans-
portation funds, for example.

"I would love to say I want
complete control," said Ander-
son. "We are not islands. Deci-
sions one city makes impacts the
others. We share transportation
routes. Cities should control den-
sity, design standards and types
of housing they want to see." She
added the area does need to work
together to solve issues.

All of the mayors said their
cities have instituted green
building programs All are study-
ing their carbon footprints in an
effort to come up with future
ways to reduce the footprints.
Pleasanton and Livermore have
partnered to create Solar City to
provide information about solar
energy for residents. Lockhart
said she is hoping that Dublin
will be able to join Solar City.

work was being completed on
offices.

Plans are to work with the Tri-
Valley cities to select a manager
who will run the program, and to
find a location for a permanent
site.

The Task Force now has a
website and a monthly e-news-
letter, and has drafted Strategic
and Business plans.

Adult Day Care provides care
and companionship for seniors
who need assistance or supervi-
sion during the day. The benefit
to seniors is socialization, inde-
pendence, and care during the
day, allowing caregivers or fam-
ily members time for work or per-
sonal business. This may allow
the senior to live at home longer,
and is much less expensive than
assisted living or nursing homes.

The Task Force was formed
under the Tri-Valley Adult Day
Care Program, which is the non-
profit foundation that was the
fundraising arm for the Friend-
ship Center. With over 100 mem-
bers on the roster, committees
were formed for Steering, Com-
munications, Fundraising, Site
Evaluation, and Program Devel-
opment. Goals include locating
an existing facility for interim
use, and developing a new pro-
gram in collaboration with the
community and the Tri-Valley
cities.

The Tri-Valley is now the only
region in Alameda County with-
out an Adult Day Care Program.
Over a dozen of these former par-
ticipants are waiting for a new
program to open.

INTERIM
(continued from page one)

Dames, Dolls, and Gents, join
the swells at the Pleasanton
Library's swanky Big Read cel-
ebration of The Great Gatsby!

The Great Gatsby Party is a
wine, desserts and dance party to
be held at the Pleasanton Veter-
ans’ Memorial Hall on Saturday,
October 25, from 7pm - 10pm.

Dancing will be to the sounds
of Don Neely’s Rhythm Aces (a
sextet formed from the Royal So-
ciety Jazz Orchestra).  The
Charleston and other dances of
the twenties will be demonstrated
by dancers from the Arthur Mur-
ray Dance Studio of Livermore.
Gatsby costume encouraged!
Win an overnight stay at the Rose
Hotel along with other great
prizes in our raffle!

Tickets (adults only, please)
are  $10.00, adults, and  $5.00
seniors (over 65). They are on sale
now at Towne Center Books and
the Pleasanton Public Library.

 This event is part of The Big
Read, an initiative of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts in
partnership with the Institute of
Museum and Library Services

and Arts Midwest and funded by
the Friends of the Pleasanton
Public Library.

 For information, call Penny
Johnson, Programs Librarian,
925/931-3405.

Party at Library Celebrates 'The Great Gatsby

Don Neely’s
Rhythm Aces
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No Drugs Down the Drain
Tri-Valley residents can properly dispose of

unwanted medicines on October 10th at a free
‘No Drugs Down the Drain’ event sponsored by
Dublin San Ramon Services District (DSRSD).

All prescription and over-the-counter drugs
will be accepted, with no questions asked, from
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the DSRSD offices, located
at 7051 Dublin Boulevard in Dublin. DSRSD
will also accept items containing mercury dur-
ing the event on October 10. All mercury items
must be intact and sealed in a protective con-
tainer and a plastic bag.

First 5 Input
First 5 Alameda County is inviting the com-

munity to attend a series of public forums to pro-
vide input on how to best address the needs of
local children and their families. The agency is
currently planning its strategies and services for
the next four years and seeks community mem-
bers’ and parents’ insights and expertise on how
to best address the needs of young children and
families in the county.

One of the forums will be held Thurs., Oct. 16
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the Pleasanton City Council
Chambers, 200 Old Bernal Ave.

 For more information, call First 5 Alameda
County at (510) 875-2400 or visit
www.first5ecc.org.

Lab Receives Awards
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory re-

ceived two 2007 Pollution Prevention (P2)
Awards for Environmental Stewardship from the
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). The awards
recognize the Laboratory’s contributions to en-
vironmental and transportation goals of the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration and DOE.

An award in the category of Alternative Fuels
and Fuel Conservation acknowledges the
Laboratory’s ethanol fueling station, which dis-
penses an alternative vehicle fuel called E85 - a
blend of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent un-
leaded gasoline. The use of alternative fuels such
as E85 helps reduce both greenhouse gas emis-
sions and the nation’s dependence upon petro-
leum-based gasoline.

An award in the Waste/Pollution Prevention
category recognizes the Laboratory’s success in
recycling or reusing materials and reducing
waste generation during building demolition ac-
tivities at the Laboratory.

The Lab’s Fleet Management Group has pre-
viously garnered recognition for its efforts in the
areas of environmental, energy and transporta-
tion management. In 2003, the group received
the Federal Energy and Water Management
Award from DOE and the Federal Interagency
Energy Committee, as well as DOE ‘s Depart-
mental Energy Management Award.

The Lab's Space Action Team manages the
demolition of Lab facilities due to age, condi-
tion, changing missions or obsolescence. Dur-
ing the demolition of a 149,987 sq. ft. building
in 2007, the team recycled or reused 89 percent
of demolished materials. This included 1,665
tons of metals, 7,399 tons of concrete and 14,580
gallons of dielectric fluid. The team’s efforts also
reduced the project cost by 11 percent.

Since 2002, the team has recycled or reused
32,075 tons of asphalt/concrete, more than 5,000
tons of metal, 673 pounds of Freon and 201 cu-
bic yards of wood.

The Space Action Team members includes
William Collins, Matt Robison, Michael Auble,
Kenneth Lane, Lisa Crawford, Paul Corrado, Jo-
seph Albert and Douglas Murray.

In 2006, the Space Action Team received a
Best In Class DOE Pollution Prevention award
for its Assets for Value Program. In 2001, the team
garnered the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s Greening the Government Award for

recycling and reusing material from decontami-
nation and demolition projects.

Meeting Change
The Board of Directors for the Livermore Area

Recreation and Park District will be holding one
of its October meetings on Wednesday, Oct. 15,
in place of Wednesday, Oct. 8. LARPD Board
meetings are generally held the second and last
Wednesday of each month.

The October meeting has been moved from
the second to the third Wednesday of the month.
The date of the regularly scheduled Board of
Directors meeting on Oct. 29 will remain the
same.

The Board of Directors meets at 7 p.m. in the
Cresta Blanca Ballroom inside the Robert Liv-
ermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave., Liv-
ermore. For more information, visit
www.larpd.dst.ca.us or call 925-373-5700.

Thorne Heads League of Cities
Pleasanton Vice-Mayor Jerry Thorne has been

appointed to serve as President of the East Bay
Division of the League of California Cities. The
appointment was made at the League’s Annual
Conference and Exhibition held in Long Beach
from September 24-26.

 Founded in 1948, the League’s East Bay Di-
vision is comprised of the 33 cities in Alameda
and Contra Costa Counties. Its Board of Direc-
tors includes a representative from every East
Bay City Council. Regional Divisions function
as the League’s on-the-ground grassroots advo-
cacy teams. The divisions also provide the
League leadership with input from its diverse
membership throughout a large state.

 As President of a regional division through
2009, Thorne will preside at the meetings of the
Board of Directors, Executive Committee and
general membership, and to perform such other
duties that pertain to the office of President.

“I am very honored to have been selected for
this pivotal position, and look forward to work-
ing with my peers from throughout the East Bay
to continue the strong representation of our re-
gion on issues that affect all Californians,” said
Thorne.

Board Members Sought
The Livermore Charter Learning Corporation

is seeking new Board Members.  LCLC over-
sees the Livermore Valley Charter School and is
currently petitioning for approval of a charter
high school.  Applications are available in the
Charter School office at 543 Sonoma Avenue.
Completed applications are due no later than
October 15th at 3pm. For more information,
please contact  election@lvcs.org.

Fewer New Home Starts
California homebuilders continued to cut

back on new-home production in August while
trying to sell off existing inventory in a housing
market that’s still adjusting, leading analysts to
further reduce homebuilding projections, the
California Building Industry Association re-
ported today.

According to statistics compiled by the Con-
struction Industry Research Board, 4,484 per-
mits were pulled throughout California, down
61 percent when compared to the same month a
year ago and down 21 percent from July. Single-
family permits totaled 2,241, down 58 percent
from August 2007 and down 28 percent from
July, while multifamily permits totaled 2,243,
down 63 percent when compared to August 2007
and down 13 percent from the previous month.

CIRB is now projecting a total of 70,000 units
for 2008, down from the 75,000 units projected
last month, with only 74,000 units projected for
2009.

Casey made it clear the survey is
a diagnostic tool to help work
on improving students’ lives and
behavior.

Board president Jim Ott said
it would be nice if the district
could conduct the survey annu-
ally, instead of in alternate years.

Trustee Pat Kernan was glad
to see staff participation on the
survey rise from 668 respondents
to 921 in 2007. Kernan said “It is
critical” to have that input from
staff."

BULLYING  PROBLEMS
CONTINUE

Bullying was covered in the
survey.

Superintendent John Casey
told the Independent that bully-
ing covers a variety of instances.
They include people harassing
others through speech, or spread-
ing rumors and lies about an in-
dividual. There is also the threat
of physical harm, and carrying
out threats.

The individual bully is dealt
with by the school. However, of-
ten it takes two or three incidents
before the perpetrator is im-
pressed by the potential sanc-
tions, and changes behavior, said
Casey.

Casey said at the board meet-
ing that he was “astounded” that
the survey found that 12 percent
said yes to the question of
whether they have ever been
"forced" into sexual intercourse.
“What can we do as a commu-
nity to solve that problem? It’s
beyond a school issue. It is a com-
munity issue,” said Casey. He

told the Independent later that
the findings have more to do with
peer pressure, and not with physi-
cal force.

Casey was asked about gang
activity as an aspect of school
safety. He said, “We do have to
be concerned about gang activ-
ity on campus and around cam-
pus. We can’t be blind to the fact
that certain times kids exhibit
gang type behavior. I like to
think it happens less here.”

Graffiti on campuses and
around town is an indicator of
gang presence, he said. “We have
the Nortenos and Surenos, and
some home-grown gangs, Cau-
casian-based, along the lines of
skinheads,” said Casey. How-
ever, only 1 to 2 percent of stu-
dents surveyed said they felt they
don’t live in a safe neighborhood.

Now that the district has more
counselors, there is an opportu-
nity to talk to each student and
learn whether they feel safe or
not. “We can drill down into this
data, and answer the question,
‘Why do you feel unsafe?’ It’s that
1 or 2 percent, we are very con-
cerned about,” said Casey.

One impact of increasing the
counseling ratio has been a per-
ception by school staffs that the
improvement in   students has
been dramatic. In 2005, some 80
percent of staff said the schools
are providing adequate counsel-
ing. In the recent survey, the fig-
ure jumped to 94 percent.

HIGH SCHOOLS
PUT ON HOLD

After discussion at many pre-
vious board meetings, the board
gave direction to administrative
staff that it wants to have a plan
to complete high school expan-
sion projects at all three priority
levels on its list. The exception
is expansion of the Amador Val-
ley and Foothill  high school
gyms.

By foregoing the gym expan-
sions, everything else on the list
can be paid for, according to the
district’s projected cash flow to
2019. The one proviso is that the

state will have to come through
with career technical education
money for many of the projects.
That funding amounts to $6 mil-
lion.

The board and assistant su-
perintendent Sandra Lepley
pointed out to the public that the
nod given by the board at the
meeting Sept. 23 is not a blanket
green light for all future projects
on the list. Each must be seen to
provide assurance that the money
will be there for it  when the time
comes.

Among the projects for the
future are classrooms, turf re-
placement, a fitness room, locker
room reconfigurations, and por-
table classrooms at Amador.  A
fitness/wrestling room, locker
room reconfiguration, engineer-
ing classrooms, music building
modernization, turf replacement
and sand field work, and mod-
ernization of Building A and C
are due for Foothill.

The Pace for Peace, Tri-Val-
ley Haven’s annual 5k walk/run
will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 4th at the Haven’s commu-
nity building, located at 3663
Pacific Avenue in Livermore.

Registration begins at 9:00
a.m. The walk/run starts at 9:30.
Participants who bring $50 in
pledges will receive a free com-
memorative T-shirt with a design
by a local student artist.

 Pledge forms can be obtained
from the Haven’s website
www.trivalleyhaven.org, or by
calling (925) 449-5845. Pro-
ceeds from the walk will benefit
Tri-Valley Haven’s domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault and home-
less services.

 The Family Fair follows the
Pace for Peace from 10:30 a.m.
until 1:30 p.m. The fair features
children’s games, crafts, bounce
house and other activities, bar-
becued hamburgers and hot dogs,
a Clothesline Project display and
community information booths.
Admission, activities, and food
are free.

“The Haven invites the com-
munity to join us in celebrating
healthy families and to learn
about the services and resources
that are available here in our com-
munity,” said Ann King, the
Haven’s Executive Director. “Our
mission is to build a world with-
out violence. Prevention educa-
tion and outreach are essential
to that effort.”

Pace for Peace
This Weekend

SURVEY
(continued from page one)
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15th Assembly — Joan Buchanan
San Ramon Valley school board leader Joan Buchanan,

Democrat, and San Ramon Mayor Abram Wilson,
Republican, are competing for the 15th Assembly District
seat. Guy Houston, the incumbent, is termed out.

For those of us who want to see North Livermore
agriculture preserved and revitalized, the choice is clear:
Joan Buchanan.

The 15th District assemblymember will be a player in
the North Livermore issue. Buchanan is fully committed
to urban growth boundaries and to the principles of
Alameda County Measure D (2000) and the Livermore
urban growth boundary initiative (2002). Moreover, she
supports the acquisition of recycled water for North
Livermore agriculture.

Abram Wilson is by and large pro-developer on
issues like this. As mayor, he has been a force to open up
rural lands to urbanization.

We emphasize the growth/agriculture issue because
it’s an enormously important issue with ramifications
affecting the destiny of the entire Tri-Valley. In addition,
it’s an issue over which the new assemblymember will
have real influence. On most issues the new member will
be just one among the multitude of legislators. On this
matter she could be a lead voice.

On the Legislature’s other issues — education, health
care, taxes, criminal justice, etc. — she offers an
enlightened point of view. Buchanan brings to her
candidacy enormous experience in public service. She
has been a school board member for 20 years, including
four stints as president. As an executive with Delta
Dental, she also has considerable experience in the
health care field.

We urge 15th District voters to send Joan Buchanan
to Sacramento.

LARPD — Goodman and Wilson
Incumbents Steve Goodman and Beth Wilson and

challenger Barbara Kraybill are running for two
Livermore Area Recreation and Park District (LARPD)
seats.

The incumbents are doing a good job, we believe.
There’s no reason to replace them.

Steve Goodman, who works for the Livermore Lab
recreation department, seeks his second term. He grew
up in Livermore and brings to his LARPD seat a lifelong
devotion to recreation. He has a lot of knowhow in the
field.

Beth Wilson was appointed to the board a year ago.
She sees herself as “an advocate for people and families.”
Her top priority is to get kids outdoors —introduce them
to trails, stir a sense of wonder and fight obesity.

Year after year LARPD struggles with a bare bones
budget. Year after year they rise to the challenge. The
board is in good hands. We urge LARPD voters to
reelect the two incumbents, Steve Goodman and Beth
Wilson.

The country will weather the
current economic downtown, as
it has weathered downturns in
the past.

The was one of the messages
delivered by John Chen, Sybase
CEO and president, during a Liv-
ermore Chamber of Commerce
luncheon last Thursday. The
event was held at Concannon
Vineyard.

Chen noted the nation sur-
vived the big crash in 1929, the
high interest rates of the 1970s,
the savings and loan crisis in the
1980s when 3000 savings and
loans failed, and junk bonds in
the 1990s. He pointed out that
there have always been ups and
downs in the economy. Since
World War II, the down times
have become shorter and the up-
times longer. "We need to focus
on what to do to get out of the
current crisis, not on how much
worse it could get," Chen stated.

He suggested that there are
attributes the next President
should have to help boost the
economy.

"It should be someone who
supports innovation. This coun-
try is all about innovation," said
Chen. He said that he didn't want
the manufacturing jobs back
from China. There is not enough
profit in those jobs. They were
lost for a good reason, according
to Chen, adding that such jobs
contribute to lowering the stan-
dard of living. "What we want are
high value jobs. The biggest
number is the service sector."

Chen noted that Americans are
very competitive. "We want to be
able to invest in every pie in the
world. It is the government's job
to open up as many markets as
possible. The next President has

to be careful he doesn't get into
protectionism that closes the U.S.
markets. That would result in clo-
sure of world markets to the U.S."
according to Chen.

He noted that California is a
big state for innovation. He sees
the next big boom coming in
biotech. People are getting older
and living longer. They want a
good quality of life. Technology
can provide that. The state has to
have policies that encourage in-
vestment and innovation as well
as put money into education to
provide an educated workforce.

According to Chen, a second
issue for the new President to fo-
cus on is immigration. Since 9-
11 the country has been skittish
about allowing foreigners into
the country. "The entire U.S. sys-
tem is built on immigration. The
country isn't able to create a popu-
lation fast enough to reach the
level of competitiveness needed.
The terrorists won this round. It
changed how we think and be-
have in front of other people."

Chen said there is an effort to
create policy to attract the right
people, to allow them to come to
the U.S. while protecting the bor-
ders.

A final focus of the new Presi-
dent should be on open trade. He
noted that China in the 1800s
controlled 33 percent of the
world's wealth. It dropped to as
low as 5 percent until the "bam-
boo curtain" opened. Now it is
back up to 11 to 12 percent.

"The next administration has
to be make sure there is the tal-
ent to innovate and continue to
trade with everyone around the
world," declared Chen.

Chen immigrated to the

United States, with only a back-
pack and very little English. His
parents were refugees from
China, settling in Hong Kong,
where Chen said everyone was
poor. "That taught me that noth-
ing comes easy. You have to work
hard. Sometimes you get lucky,
sometimes you don't. How you
deal with adversity is the decid-
ing factor in your success," he
stated.

After arriving in the U.S., Chen
studied engineering and eventu-
ally found a job with Unisys. He
became interested in manage-
ment, but was told that he wasn't
"presentable." He worked to
change his image and the com-
pany placed him in a manage-
ment role. Chen took a job with
Sybase.

Sybase relocated to Dublin
about nine years ago. The soft-
ware company specializes in data
management and mobile com-
puting. Sybase has 4500 employ-
ees in 38 countries. "It is a very
profitable company," declared
Chen. "It passed the $1 billion
mark in sales last year."

However, that profitability
was not always the case. "Since
moving to Dublin, we have not
had a losing quarter. I believe we
will have another record year in
profit this year," he stated.

Chen said the dot.com bust
did not impact Sybase. "We were
so badly off, we were already in a
recovery mode," he stated.

When the company began
making money, a strategy was
developed to become number
one in customer mobility.

He described the company's
philosophy as one that is respect-
ful of its employees. Benefits in-

clude on site child care, short
term disability in-house, mater-
nity and paternity leave, among
others. The company is mindful
of green technology, investing
close to a quarter of a million on
thirteen projects. The result was
a savings of 1.2 million kilo-
watts, 33,000 gallons of gas, and
an 8 percent reduction in the
company's carbon footprint.

Sybase donates to the commu-
nity, focusing donations on chil-
dren in need. "The company is
rated one of the best places to
work locally and around the
world."

People stay longer. That helps
profits. A committed workforce
means better production and less
turn-over. As a result Sybase
stock is up 20 percent this year
making it one of the best, if not
the best performing technology
stock, said Chen.

The goal is to continue to
grow, to create mobile devices
that are better and more intelli-
gent. "You haven't seen anything
yet," he declared. "Sybase
handles 45 percent of all the mes-
sages around the world. Every
time someone sends a message,
we make money. It is the fastest
growing part of our business."

He says green technology is
big now. He sees the Tri-Valley
as a location for start-up compa-
nies. One of the upsides of big
companies laying off workers is
that those workers start their own
businesses.

Factors that attracted Sybase
to Dublin include an abundance
of affordable housing for its en-
gineers, and a convenient way to
get in and out of the area on
BART.

Sybase CEO Tells Chamber That Country
Will Weather Current Ecnomic Downturn

Having settled with Alameda
County for $500,000 in a court
case involving Measure D, a stor-
age locker firm will try to obtain
$2 million more in damages in a
separate suit.

Neither suit concerns the le-
gality or merits of Measure D,
but deals with how the county
acted in administering Measure
D, said Tim Kassouni, a lawyer
for Lockaway Storage.

The firm built a storage facil-
ity on the south side of Interstate
580 near Palomares Canyon
Road. The development was
slowed by the county for a year
or more in the process, said
Kassouni.

The $500,000 settlement was
part of a suit naming Erik
Chambliss of the county
counsel’s office and five plan-
ning department employees. The
storage firm contended that
Chambliss acted incorrectly in
instructing planning staff to
deny grading and building per-

Storage Firm Seeks $2
Million In Land Use Case

mits to the storage firm, said
Kassouni. This occurred despite
a writ from a judge, who ordered
the county to give Lockaway the
two permits.

The issue went to state appel-
late court. However, before the
matter could be decided there,
the county settled with
Lockaway.

In the second suit, Lockaway
maintains that the delay in the
whole permitting process cost $2
million in a combination of lost
income and increased construc-
tion cost during the period in
which it could have been built,
between 2002 and 2005. The
case is scheduled for trial in Janu-
ary.

County Counsel Richard
Winnie was not available for
comment before the
Independent’s deadline. The
county’s lead attorney in the
case, an Oakland private practi-
tioner, was traveling, and un-
available for comment.

projects include rangeland man-
agement practices, water conser-
vation, and wildlife habitat im-
provements. In Alameda County,
a focus has been on wildlife
friendly pond restoration. There
are 800 ponds for livestock that
were built using NRCS dollars
in the 1950s and 1960s. They are
now being restored, primarily to
support wildlife. Over $700,000
will go toward restoring 28 ponds
in the next five years.

Sweet talked about three is-
sues on the horizon that could
have an impact on preserving
agriculture and open space.

One is the East County Con-

servation Strategy, an effort to
address conflicts between devel-
opment, growth and infrastruc-
ture maintenance activities and
the continued survival of endan-
gered or threatened species. Sev-
eral agencies, such as CMA, are
faced with severe mitigation re-
quirements. Sweet said there is
an implication for agriculture;
whether private landowners
could stay in the county.

The second issue is the
county's general plan update. It
will contain a new agricultural
element for the first time. Sweet
said this is a grass roots opportu-
nity to expand agriculture, to be
more specific and realistic about
policies.

The third issue is permitting.
"One of the biggest barriers to
delivering farm bill dollars are
the permitting barriers. Most
projects are in creeks or near wa-
ter and require three different
permits," she said. The goal is to
create a process that would re-
quire one overall permit. So far,
two agencies have agreed to par-
ticipate. "Permitting delays re-
sult in cost increases. In addition,
landowners lose patience and
drop out of the program," said
Sweet.

There is an effort to set up a
statewide permit. The bill has
passed the Assembly, but not the
Senate. "We will try again," she
commented. "Having one permit
will help to obtain federal dol-
lars, because projects can move
more quickly."

The Tri-Valley Conservancy
represents an expansion of the
South Livermore Land Trust, cre-
ated as part of the South Liver-
more Plan to preserve agriculture.

Burnham said that there are
3800 acres of agriculture under
easement and 500 acres of recre-
ational lands.

The decision to expand the
land trust came about when it was
determined that there were con-
servation needs outside the
South Livermore area. "We did
not want to create a small island,"
she said.

The TVC will continue its ef-
forts in South Livermore. Outside
of South Livermore, there will be
a focus on connecting trails, cre-
ating a plan for what is impor-
tant to preserve in southeast
Pleasanton, and another for
North Livermore, particularly
Doolan Canyon and the alkali
sink area.

The study of the southeast
hills in Pleasanton consists of
land inside the urban growth
boundary. Burnham anticipated
it would take 8 to 9 months to
complete the study.

Burnham said there are sev-
eral bills on the Governors desk
that the conservancy would like
to see approved.

SB375 envisions a new direc-
tion in development on Califor-
nia. It looks at transit oriented
development, at housing distri-
bution consistent with smart
growth principals. Land under
easement is not included in the
equation.

Another measure, SB1285,
sets standards for conservation
appraisals, explained Burnham.

AB2537 provides an excep-
tion for public works volunteers.
Without the exception, the vol-
unteers would have to be paid
minimum wage to do such things
as build trails in public parks.
Burnham said the goal is to make
the exception permanent.

Gosselin complained about

how the Department of Fish and
Game responded to requests for
permits for such things as habi-
tat restoration projects. He sug-
gested that a board should be es-
tablished to oversee its actions.
He sees it as a way to achieve
progress by having the public
work with the government
agency.

Gosselin would like to see the
definition of agriculture
changed. Right now its basically
for food and fiber. He pointed out
that flowers, Christmas trees and
horses do not fall under those
categories.

The horse is a pretty strong
component of agriculture in
Alameda County, said Gosselin.
An informal survey by the county
found that the horse industry
equals the wine industry in terms
of economic clout.

At one time, horses were kept
on small ranchettes surrounded
cities. The ranchettes were
gobbled up by development,
along with the small equestrian
operations.

Now the county focus is on
large ag parcels. Horses are high
dollar operations. The starter
market has been eliminated, said
Gosselin. "I believe the horse in-
dustry has a lot to contribute both
to agriculture and open space."
However, he added, there is a
need to look at zoning for per-
mitted uses and uses that require
a conditional use permit.

Training and breeding horses
are permitted uses. A conditional
use permit is required for a board-
ing facility. He wondered why
one segment of an industry was
included in permitted uses and
not the other. "The horse indus-
try is agriculture. It is not a recre-
ation industry," he stated. He
asked for the League's assistance
in drafting a definition of a con-
sistent definition.

Horse ranches help to manage
the landscape for the benefit of
the community. Ranchers advo-
cate for multiuse trails and would
like to see them as spread out as
possible.

Gosselin said horses would
provide economic benefit to
landowners in North Livermore
until such time as water became
available. Grazing is a dry farm-

ing activity. "As soon as water
comes in, horse users will spend
money to put in green grass.
Horse people will pony up to
back an irrigation plan."

Wente noted that one-third of
his family's land is under conser-
vation easements in the Liver-
more Valley.

He suggested three factors that
could help boost agriculture.
One is communication advocat-
ing for smart growth, good
growth. "I want to look at open
space. I want more land under
easement." He noted that his gen-
eration doesn't think about such
things. That is why education is
important.

Economics are an issue. Any
conservation strategy has to in-
clude an economically viable
project. The urban-farm interface
is a tough one. Wente Vineyards
receives complaints about some
of the agriculture practices.
"There are times we have to spray.
Grapes are benign in comparison
to other crops," said Wente. There
needs to be a method of dealing
with the interface that works well
for all.

In order to maintain open
space, there has to be some kind
of economic gain. "There is way
more money in growing houses,"
he stated.

There is a synergy in trails,
horses, grapes and open space.
"No one wants to take away the
beauty of the area. We need to
work together.

Audience members wondered
what had happened to the Tri-
Valley Business Council's ag
plan.

The panelists agreed a plan
had been created. "It was all
there, except how to make it a
reality. We are still studying ag
water and the cost to deliver it,"
said Sweet.

 Another person wondered if
there were ideas to preserve land
for uses other than agriculture.

Burnham said that at times
open space advocates and agri-
culture have been at odds. There
is an effort to make both happen.

Gosselin said that open space
includes agriculture and resource
lands such as quarries, recreation
lands and windmills.

STUDY
(continued from page one)

(Opinions voiced in letters
published in Mailbox are those
of the author and do not neces-
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Independent. Letter Policy: The
Independent will not publish
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publish letters without names.
Frequent letter writers may have
publication of their letters de-
layed.)

Measure PP Protects Hills
Janet A. Winter
Pleasanton

 Undeveloped ridgelines, hill-
sides and panoramic views are ir-
replaceable assets of Pleasanton.
They provide much of the natu-
ral beauty of the city and con-
tribute to the city’s exceptional
quality of life.  We cannot afford
to let this beauty slip away and
be lost forever.  Measure PP will
enact immediate protections of
our ridgelines and hillsides, ef-
fective November 4, 2008, by
prohibiting development on top
of ridgelines and on steep hill-
sides.  Measure PP is the citizen-
backed initiative, signed by over
5,000 people to place it on the
November 4 ballot.

 Don’t be fooled by the devel-
oper-supported Measure QQ.
This measure accomplishes noth-
ing but to create a plan in the
future, a plan that will be sup-
ported by developers; addition-
ally, the current council major-
ity will not place a moratorium
on building in the hills until such
a plan is finished and they have
refused to allow the citizens to
vote on their plan.  Consequently,
any council majority of three
votes could make exceptions to
any plan created and the devel-
opers could actually build out all
the remaining hillsides before
any plan is in place.

 If you truly want to save the
hills in Pleasanton, you must
vote "yes" on Measure PP and also
vote "no" on Measure QQ.

Support Measure PP
Michelle LaMarche
PUSD Environmental
Awareness Committee Member
Go Green Coordinator

I am urging Pleasanton voters
to support the citizen-
led Measure PP to Protect Pleas-
anton Hills.  In 2005, Livermore

voters successfully defeated an
environmentally destructive
massive development in their
scenic hills by voting over-
whelmingly 72% against devel-
oper-backed plans, in spite of
millions spent on advertising by
developers.

 Pleasanton voters have the
same democratic right to  protect
their hillsides.

The Mayor and two members
of the Pleasanton City
Council listen to developers
rather than constituents and
are going against the wishes of
5000 citizens who signed a bal-
lot petition that would
protect our Southeast ridgelines
in the exact same way that the
Pleasanton Ridge is
currently protected.

All I can say is, “Follow the
money.” Be sure you read WHO
is paying for the glossy flyers and
expensive mailings promoting
the competing Measure. Any
supposed “gifts” to the city of
Pleasanton come with a price:
mega-mansions on the
ridgelines!!  The function of the
Planning Commission is to
“plan” what works best for our
city. I trust the 7 present and
former Planning Commissioners
who support Measure PP with no
political agenda.  They are sup-
porting the one Measure that will
protect our hills without any
strings attached.  Vote “yes” on
PP and “no” on QQ!

Letter to Candidates
Phyllis Couper
Pleasanton

Open letter to all candidates
for Congress:

Here’s my “short” list of what
I do and don’t want from you if
elected:  I don’t want you to
“take care” of me.  I can take care
of myself.  I don’t want you to
manage my money or my per-
sonal obligations.  Those are my
responsibilities and privileges as
a citizen in this Democracy.  I
don’t want to view your voting
record as “mostly absent” or that
you voted as “present” but took
no stand on issues you should
have read and prepared to vote
on one way or another.  Other-
wise, why are you there?

What I do want is for you to
take care of those issues that are
inherent in the office with which

you are entrusted. I want you to
monitor and discipline those ar-
eas entrusted to you, and above
all, respect the foundation and
rules of our Constitution.

In case the above isn’t clear, I
will cite one example.  I want you
to take Social Security out of the
General Fund and put it back
into a protected interest earning
account with restrictions of no
access by Congress.  I want mon-
ies paid out from Social Security
to be restricted to those who have
paid in.  I want all Congressional
members to be put on Social Se-
curity and barred from voting
themselves large amounts of re-
tirement benefits that you now
receive without asking a vote of
the people.

Stand On Propositions
Barbara Hempill
League of Women Voters Liv-
ermore-Amador Valley

The League of Women Voters
California has made recommen-
dations on several of the propo-
sitions on the November 4 bal-
lot. Because the League posi-
tions do not cover the issues in
Proposition 2, Standards for Con-
fining Farm Animals, and Propo-
sition 12, Veterans’ Bond Act of
2008, the LWVC is taking no
stand on these measures.

The League supports the fol-
lowing propositions: Prop 1A -
High-Speed Rail Bonds; Prop 3 -
Children’s Hospital Bond Act;
Prop 5 - Nonviolent Drug Of-
fenses. Sentencing, Parole and
Rehabilitation; and Prop 11 Re-
districting Reform: California
Voters FIRST Act. The League
opposes the following proposi-
tions: Prop 4 - Waiting Period and
Parental Notification Before Ter-
mination of Minor’s Pregnancy;
Prop 6 - Police and Law Enforce-
ment Funding. Criminal Penal-
ties and Laws (Runner Initiative);
Prop 7 - Renewable Energy Gen-
eration; Prop 8 - Eliminates Right
of Same-Sex Couples to Marry;
Prop 9 - Criminal Justice System.
Victims’ Rights. Parole; and Prop
10 - Alternative Fuel Vehicles and
Renewable Energy Bonds.

For a further explanation of
the LWV recommendations, go
to the League’s website at
www.smartvoter.org. Under Nov.
4, click on “Preview General
Election in California." On the
list of counties screen, click on
“Alameda” or “Contra Costa."
On the Directory of Contests
screen, click on “State Proposi-
tions." When the Directory of CA
State Propositions screen comes
up, click on the individual
proposition numbers for more in-
formation.
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excluded. The initiative also in-
cludes a definition of a housing
unit that is to be counted under
the city’s 29,000 cap. A housing
unit is defined as having a bath-
room, and a kitchen with a sink,
cooking device and a refrigera-
tor.

Becky Dennis and Dolores
Bengtson answered questions
about Measure QQ; Kay Ayala
represented the views of Measure
PP supporters.

MEASURE PP
Kay Ayala declared that Mea-

sure PP is the result of the public
not trusting those who have been
elected to follow the general
plan. She believes the measure
will prevent development on hill-
sides immediately, not wait for
an ordinance to be created, some-
thing that could take years.
While the ordinance was being
prepared, all of the development
in the area could be approved.

She points out that the gen-
eral plan calls for creation of an
ordinance to protect hillsides
from development. "I don't think
the current members of the coun-
cil were aware of the provision,"
added Ayala. While she was on
the council, Ayala said that no
projects on the southeast hills
came to the council. "If one had,
I would have pushed to have the
ordinance created before any dis-
cussions were held on a proposed
development."

Of the current council's vision
of using development to acquire
open space, Ayala declared, "I
don't believe the vision put forth
is a vision of the people."

One of the arguments in favor
of Measure PP is that pro-devel-
opment advocates and individu-
als against the voter approved
housing cap want Measure PP to
fail. They simply want more hous-
ing in Pleasanton. Ayala said
when gathering signatures she
heard over and over that traffic is
out of sight. People do not want
one more house built until the
traffic problem is solved.

Ayala believes exempting de-
velopments of 10 units or fewer
will allow property owners along
Foothill to build homes. All of
the construction would be sub-
ject to general plan provisions.
Ayala stated that City Attorney
Michael Roush has told her
houses would not be allowed on
the tops of hills, as Measure QQ
supporters say would happen. If
two city regulations covered the
same issue, the strictest would
prevail. By using the word "ex-
cluding" in the initiative, that
means what is existing prevails,
explains Ayala.

In looking back at past staff
reports, Ayala says she has found
inconsistencies in mapping of
areas in the southeastern hills.
For example, a 2006 map shows
that 68.8% of the property in Oak
Grove consists of slopes 25 per-
cent or greater. In the environ-
mental impact report prepared for
the project, the map shows 78.8
percent of the land is comprised
of slopes 25 percent or greater.

"The property owner does not
have any vested rights for 98
units, as staff says," Ayala con-
tinued. "There has to be a plan
brought forward that is consis-
tent with the general plan and
approved by the council." She
likes the idea of transferring de-
velopment from the properties in
the area. There is nothing in PP
that would prevent that from hap-
pening, she declared.

The hope is that much of the
land in the southeast hills would
be preserved as open space. Ayala
says that after the initiative pro-
tecting the western ridgelands
was approved, the park district
has been able to purchase prop-
erties there.

The East Bay Regional Park
District (EBRPD) recently pub-
lished a twenty year plan. None
of the southeast hills in Pleasan-
ton are part of the plan. Ayala
says that doesn't matter, since
there is no rush to purchase the
land. Ayala asks, "Who is in a
hurry? Twenty years is nothing.
Where there is a will, there is a
way to place the land in ease-
ments or create parks. It won't
happen quickly. I have no doubt
that it can be accomplished."

She continued, "For whatever
reason, this council seems anx-
ious to develop all of Pleasan-
ton. The general plan update
should be completed before they
approve additional develop-
ment." In her opinion, the re-
maining units need to be built in
the flatlands to provide the den-
sity to meet affordable housing
needs in the city.

She called it "absolutely ri-
diculous" that the definition of a
housing unit in Measure PP
would prevent construction of
affordable housing and would
result in counting such things as
residential hotels as housing.
"They were never counted in the
past. The definition we are pro-
posing is consistent with the one
used by the federal government
when it conducts a census."

Secondary units could not be
counted as units, because state
law prohibits that practice,
pointed out Ayala. Assisted liv-
ing units are not counted.

"I don't think people see af-
fordable housing as something
horrible," commented Ayala.

"The council wants to find rea-
sons the initiative won't work.
The council majority can direct
staff to make it work. That's why
we made it simple. I think if
people take the time to read Mea-
sure PP, they will see it as com-
mon sense."

As for potential lawsuits,
Ayala stated, "Anyone can sue on
any topic. The city is sued all of
the time. I am ashamed that the
council majority elected not to
defend the referendum of the or-
dinance approved for Oak Grove.
It was the city attorney who put
wrote the Oak Grove ordinance
and the council signed off on it."

The Happy Valley bypass
road is another issue. Opponents
of Measure PP say it couldn't be
built if Measure PP were to pass.
Ayala explained that the measure
talks about structures, not infra-
structure. "There is not one word
that says a road is a structure."

Opponents say Measure PP
was written by only a few people.
"The final initiative wording
went through lawyers, planning
commissioners, and retired
elected officials. We were look-
ing for something simple and
think we have achieved that
goal," according to Ayala.

All of the candidates, with the
exception of Mayor Jennifer
Hosterman, have come out in sup-
port of placing on the ballot any
ordinance that comes about as a
result of the approval of Measure
QQ. The council majority has
said it would not place such an
ordinance on the ballot. "What's
wrong with a vote," she asks.
"What is the council majority
afraid of."

In the meantime, Ayala be-
lieves there should be a morato-
rium on approval of any devel-
opment.

Measure QQ contains a poi-

son pill that nullifies Measure PP
should both be approved and QQ
receive more votes. "The intent
of the provision is to kill another
initiative. If the council major-
ity is so sure QQ is a good initia-
tive, they shouldn't need to put
in a poison pill."

Ayala continued, "I don't
think people will trust a council
who has already approved devel-
opment on the hillsides to put in
an ordinance to protect the hill-
sides."

MEASURE QQ
Becky Dennis says that Mea-

sure QQ protects the vision that
the community and council of a
greenbelt within the urban
growth boundary. "That would
be an amazing thing for any city
to have," she stated.

Supporters say Measure QQ
was placed on the ballot at the
request of open space advocates
and community leaders who
want to ensure the passage of hill-
side preservation measures that
would provide opportunities for
the city to acquire open space.
Measure QQ would incorporate
and expand existing hillside pro-
tections, allow time for environ-
mental study, and ensure careful
deliberation with public input,
supportors of the measure state.

They argue that Measure PP
says that it promises ridgeline
protection, but it cannot deliver.
They claim that Measure PP en-
courages development of large
ultra private estates due to the
exemption for ten homes or less,
does not immediately protect the
ridgelands because they are pri-
vate property.

"The way to prevent develop-
ment on hillside areas and to ac-
quire the property for public use
is to buy it. No one has that kind
of money. Working with property
owners to acquire land in ex-
change for development is the
way to acquire the land," said
Dennis.

She noted that the land in the
western ridgelands area is out-
side the urban growth boundary
when an initiative to protect the
area was approved by voters.
Property owners were faced with
no alternative but to sell to the
park district. "When it comes to
planning, I believe all of the
stakeholders need to be included.
Were it not for the ridgeland com-
mittee put together to plan for
the western area, property own-
ers would not have realized their
best option was to sell," says Den-
nis.

One of the concerns of those
opposed to Measure PP is that it
could prevent construction of
affordable housing.

Dolores Bengtson argued that
Measure PP exacerbates the prob-
lem by the way it counts hous-
ing. "It counts extended stay ho-
tels. Some assisted living units
would be counted. That will
leave fewer homes under the cap
to provide for affordable hous-
ing."

"Measure PP is really anti-
housing. There are those who
would be happy with no more
units in the city," Bengtson
added.

She continued, "The good
news is that everyone wants the
hillsides protected. I am fasci-
nated that we are having a big

argument about it. I believe prop-
erty owners have the right to sit
at the table, as well as environ-
mentalists, all of whom were left
out of the discussion creating
Measure PP."

Bengtson said she felt that
Oak Grove was an inclusive pro-
cess. "It was a really good pro-
cess. When it comes to Measure
PP only a select few had input."

The general plan calls for cre-
ation of a hillside protection or-
dinance. Bengtson said the coun-
cil did nothing for years. "It is
strange that former
councilmembers are accusing the
current council of something
they didn't do themselves, that
is, moving forward with an ordi-
nance."

Dennis said that any ordi-
nance created, if Measure QQ
were approved, would become
part of the general plan, provid-
ing protection against hillside
development. "I would like to see
a specific plan adopted in the
southeast hills to achieve goals
in the general plan." She ex-
plained that a general plan only
contains policy. A specific plan
would create the rules as to where
and how development could take
place.

Bengtson answered the argu-
ment of Measure PP supporters
that landowners do not have en-
titlements for development.
"Lund Ranch has been vested for
some time," she stated. "The
council could tell landowners to
say stop what they are doing in
moving forward with develop-
ment plans. I would rather spend
time and come up with a plan I

think is fair to everyone."
As for Measure QQ causing a

delay in hillside protection, Den-
nis argued that Measure PP
would also take time, because it
will be in the courts.

She said that placing a com-
peting measure on the ballot of-
fered residents a choice. Dennis
said she didn't like asking people
to vote against Measure PP, be-
cause it could be perceived as
against hillside protection. "I
would like people to vote for
what they want. PP prevents a
greenbelt within the urban
growth boundary with public
access."

The urban growth boundary
is what distinguishes the west-
ern ridgelands from Measure PP
lands, continued Bengtson. The
land to the west was outside the
boundary. Much of the eastern
lands are inside the boundary. If
the park district were interested
in purchasing the eastern hills, a
study would have been under-

way. "The park district won't be a
player in this," she stated.

Dennis said she would have
no problem putting an ordinance
to protect the hills on the ballot.
She is skeptical that transferring
development rights would work.
"There is no housing plan. Where
would the houses be built. Prop-
erty owners need to receive some-
thing of value," she argued. "One
of the good things we can get
from development is permanent
open space."

"I am convinced that the only
people who will benefit from the
passage of Measure PP are law-
yers, stated Bengtson. The city
has a good track record of ob-
taining open space from devel-
opment, including Laurel Creek,
land behind the Moller Ranch
and Bonde Ranch. "It has worked
well for the city to deal with land-
owners to achieve its open space
needs. I don't see that with Mea-
sure PP. All I see are large lots
with land closed to the public."

MEASURES
(continued from page one)
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trict Board for ten years, 1993 -
2003. She is a graduate of Tho-
mas Jefferson University School
of Nursing, where she earned an
RN degree.

McGovern said it was not an
easy decision to seek a second
term on the council. "I feel it is a
critical time in Pleasanton's his-
tory. There are too many things I
care about and have fought for
that need to be finished."

One of her concerns is what
she sees as the current council
majority's lack of support of the
public process, the right of
people to petition their govern-
ment through initiatives or refer-
endums. "Pleasanton has always
been an open, public based com-
munity. That's why it is what it is
today. There is a strong outside
influence with an agenda of its
own that is taking the focus away
from the residents," according to
McGovern.

Asked what influence she re-
ferred to, McGovern said it is the
Political Action Committee of
the Pleasanton Chamber of Com-
merce. "It has become very
strong. The group has so much
money. They reflect one view-
point. I believe it is taking away
some of the balance from the
community."

She sees the competing mea-
sures on the November ballot as
another attack on the public pro-
cess. Measure PP was qualified
through the initiative process.
Measure QQ was sponsored by
the council majority. "The coun-
cil did not have to put a compet-
ing ordinance on the ballot.
They should have allowed the
citizens' measure to stand alone.
They could have campaigned
against it. I think they see the
confusion of two measures as a
way to deep six the citizens' ini-
tiative," McGovern declared.

 McGovern wrote arguments
in favor of Measure PP and
against Measure QQ. The battle
to preserve the ridgelands to the
west of Pleasanton was one of the
reasons she became involved.

She disagrees with those who
believe development on hill-
sides is required to save areas of
open space. "Look at the western
ridgelands. An initiative pre-
served them from development.
The East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict has been able to purchase
large areas for parkland."

When it comes to the Oak
Grove development, she believes
there was a sensible development
plan, one described to her by
former Planning Director Brian
Swift. She said that he suggested
there could be 16 to 25 homes
adjacent to current development.
The plan would not have re-
quired building a road, grading
hillsides and cutting down trees
at the level the current 51 unit
development proposes.

McGovern said she tried to
have protection of the hillsides
become a council priority
through creation of an ordinance.
"It bothers me that we did not get
that done," she stated.

Measure PP includes the defi-
nition of a housing unit, some-
thing the housing cap initiative
did not. McGovern said that there
has been talk recently of not
counting workforce housing,
transit oriented development
(TOD), or senior housing towards
the cap. "I believe that until citi-
zens say there is something wrong
with the cap, it should be sup-
ported as is," McGovern de-
clared.

She pointed out that not
counting all of the units could
have a big impact on schools. The
district is building schools based
on the cap.

"I believe TOD is important. I
do not want to put 1000 units in
anyone's neighborhood," she
said of a discussion that would
allow high density around the
Hacienda BART station. I want
people to have a quality of life
in TOD projects, with services
and open space," she stated. In
addition, Hacienda infrastructure
was built to support a certain
level of development. The hous-
ing would be in addition to the
commercial development.

McGovern feels it will be very
difficult to provide affordable
housing under the cap. One of
her efforts on the council has
been to approve smaller units
with the idea that they are less
expensive. However, she said she
has found that small by design
does not achieve affordability in
Pleasanton. "We have great
schools, parks and a safe com-
munity. People want to live here
and are willing to pay the price
of housing to do so," she pointed
out.

She continues to push for
housing for moderate income
families, asking that 5 percent of
the housing around the West
BART station be provided for
moderate income. McGovern
also believes that the eastside of
Pleasanton represents an oppor-
tunity to set up a very livable,
small house community near the
chain of lakes. She said she is
looking for housing that seniors
can live in once they sell the
homes their current homes.

The Stoneridge Drive exten-
sion is seen by many as the
cheapest way to relieve conges-
tion on I-580, said McGovern.

The cost to build a 13 mile HOV
lane is $150 million. The
Stoneridge extension to El
Charro Road is estimated to cost
$5 million. McGovern said that
estimate reflects only the cost of
construction. The city would
have to maintain it, police it, and
deal with the traffic flow.

Under the right conditions,
McGovern said she would sup-
port extending Stoneridge. Those
conditions would include new
infrastructure on I-580, and ex-
tension of Dublin Blvd. and Jack
London Blvd.

McGovern has met with rep-
resentatives from various areas of
the city. She said they all have
issues with traffic driving too fast
and with congestion. "I don't
know how we can change how
people drive, unless we patrol
heavily and hand out tickets."

Safety is an issue when it
comes to kids. The city and
school district are working to
educate kids concerning safe use
of bicycles. One way is to have t-
shirts listing the 3 to 5 things kids
should do to be safe. Another
ideas was to put the same list on
stickers kids could put on their
bike helmets.

McGovern does believe that
the region should work together
to address a variety of issues. She
pointed out that at one time there
was a Tri-Valley Safety Commu-
nity. She is a member of the
Altamont Landfill Committee
and a liaison with the Dublin San
Ramon Services District
(DSRSD).

"I want to start working with
DSRSD on using recycled water
in Pleasanton. It is a way to con-
serve water. There is a purple pipe
used to deliver recycled water
near the Staples Ranch. That pro-
vides an opportunity to use re-
cycled water and expand to other
areas of the city. We need to start
that now."

McGovern doesn't think that
the city is planning correctly
when it approves homes where
large numbers of native trees are
cut down and replaced with trees
that will need to be irrigated. The
trees are needed to screen a man-
sion, she said.   "If you can afford
to spend all the money you want
on water, that impacts other
people. They will have to con-
serve more," she contends.

McGovern suggested estab-
lishing a regional committee of
some kind to work on water is-
sues, how to conserve it and
where to store it. "Perhaps we
don't develop as fast to conserve
what we have."

She is enthusiastic about the
Firehouse Arts Center being built
in the downtown. She said with
the purchase of the old train cor-
ridor and the nearby parks, Pleas-
anton will be able to create a beau-
tiful square where people can
gather in the downtown area.

Business is important to re-
tain. An educated work force, a
nearby college where retraining
is available, and good connec-
tions to transportation are all fac-
tors that make Pleasanton attrac-
tive. "The city needs to make sure
it supports, respects and honors
its businesses," McGovern com-
mented.

One idea might be to allow
small businesses, such as restau-
rants, to pay fees on an install-
ment basis. McGovern would
also like to work with the Pleas-
anton Downtown Association on
bringing in businesses that make
downtown walkable.

As for council meetings, she
agrees sometimes they are too
long. However, there are ques-
tions that the council needs to
ask and have answered. Public
input is important. Perhaps, some
of the celebrations honoring lo-
cal citizens and businesses could
take place at an earlier hour.

McGovern calls herself an
advocate for kids. If reelected,
she would require background
checks for all volunteers on
youth sports teams. She would
like to develop criteria and guide-
lines as to what child care facili-
ties should look like.

"Adults have to stand-up and
give kids a chance to be in-
volved," she concluded.

JERRY PENTIN
Pentin operates his own busi-

ness, Spring Street Studios, a
media production company.
Among his projects is the televi-
sion production "Destination
Diving," for which he was Asso-
ciate Producer, Director of Pho-
tography and Underwater Direc-
tor of Photography. He served in
the U.S. Marine Corps, attaining
the rank of Sergeant.

He is currently a member of
the Pleasanton Parks and Recre-
ation Commission and the Pleas-
anton Bicycle Pedestrian Advi-
sory Commission. He served on
the Pleasanton Firehouse Arts
Center Task Force and Callippe
Golf Course Committee.

Pentin describes himself as an
avid cyclist who also enjoys golf,
triathlons, racquetball and read-
ing. He has lived in Pleasanton
for 17 year. He and his wife
Josine have a daughter, Joi, a se-
nior at Amador Valley High
School.

Asked why he running, Pentin
says he believes he will bring a
level of leadership to the coun-

cil that would serve residents
well. Pentin said he doesn't think
the incumbents are doing a bad
job. "I can't say I have any real
reason to replace them," he com-
mented. He did mention that the
general plan update has taken six
years. "There is no end in sight.
These things concern me."

He lists five objectives that he
would work on if elected: address
current and future traffic issues
and work towards solutions; help
promote and retain business in
Pleasanton; protect open space
and ridges and make them acces-
sible; encourage and create a bi-
cycle/pedestrian friendly city;
and provide greater opportuni-
ties for youth and seniors.

Pentin says the campaign is
focusing on the issue of hillside
development, when it should
concentrate on issues such as
decreasing traffic congestion,
providing work force housing,
and retaining businesses.

He agrees there needs to be an
ordinance to spell out require-
ments for development in the
hills of Pleasanton. The council
had 12 years to create a hillside
ordinance as directed in the old
general plan. For the record, he
is supportive of the council spon-
sored Measure QQ. "I don't think
Measure PP was vetted properly.
There was no public participa-
tion. QQ would include all stake-
holders in drafting the ordi-
nance."

Pentin believes the council
missed out on an opportunity
with Measure QQ. The measure
calls for the creation of an ordi-
nance to protect the ridgelines.
Once the ordinance is vetted and
approved, it should have go on
the ballot for ratification by vot-
ers. "I would push for that, if QQ
were approved," said Pentin.

He views the Oak Grove de-
velopment as a template for fu-
ture development in the south-
east hills, mainly because the city
would receive open space at no
cost. "We are talking about two
more landowners in the area." If
a similar agreement could be
worked out with them, it would
create the largest park in Pleas-
anton, a 2000 acre greenbelt.
"What's important about the open
space, is public access. Kottinger
Ranch, the adjacent develop-
ment, has open space. However,
it is only open to the
homeowners," Pentin stated.

All of the property under dis-
cussion for development in the
southeast hills is within the ur-
ban growth boundary and is
zoned for some level of develop-
ment.

One of his main issues is find-
ing a way to provide affordable
workforce housing. Pentin says
it is not possible to meet the need
under the 29,000 housing cap.
He added, "I support the housing
cap and support any legal battle
to retain it."

He believes providing afford-
able housing is important in or-
der to attract and retain busi-
nesses. About 60% of the city's
tax base comes from businesses.
Money has to be there to provide
and maintain the amenities the
public wants, such as arts facili-
ties and parks.

Transit oriented development
(TOD) within the Hacienda Busi-
ness Park should be considered.
However, the density needs to be
there to support retail. On the
other side, the retail has to be in-
cluded to support the higher den-
sity housing in order to make
TOD work.

There is only a certain num-
ber of units available under the
housing cap. The Hacienda
people have been before the
council to talk about projects.
There is a need to look at a loca-
tion to build higher density hous-
ing and near the BART station
makes sense, continued Pentin.
He added that not all of the units
left under the cap should go to
Hacienda. He called it a fairness
issue when it comes to other prop-
erty owners who also have de-
velopment plans and zoning to
build. Pentin would not support
higher density in the downtown
or on hillsides.

In addition to providing more
housing, traffic circulation is
important for future business vi-
ability. He noted that about 80
percent of Pleasanton's residents
leave town to work, which means
that 80 percent of the 56,000 jobs
are held by people coming in. He
believes it is important to iden-
tify and work towards solutions
to improve circulation.

One of those solutions could
be to extend Stoneridge Drive to
El Charro. "It's not a matter of if,
but when," believes Pentin. There
will be access to Staples Ranch
from the city. To reach the area, it
is necessary to build a bridge
over the arroyo. "The question is
do we build the bridge and ex-
tension at our expense, or have
Alameda County pay for it," he
commented.

However, he does say that the
extension should not be built
unless Dublin Blvd. and Jack
London extensions go ahead at
the same time and improvements
on Highway 84 are in place. "It's
a classic Catch-22 situation, the
way it is now. There needs to be a
collaborative effort," added
Pentin.

The city needs to be friendly
to people who walk or ride bi-
cycles. TOD is one option to get
people out of their cars. There is
a need to provide safe places to
walk and ride bicycles. "I am a
cyclist. Pleasanton is not that
friendly a city to cyclists," he
commented. "The city needs to
make a commitment to create
routes that connect. There are
routes that disappear or are on
only one side of the street."

He admits that adding bike
lanes would impact traffic. Pentin
said that San Jose has created
bike lanes between parked cars
and the curb. It is a way to make
riding a bike safer.

As for pedestrians, Pentin said
he was recently in Kirkland, WA.
They have little buckets on poles
located at intersections. There are
flags with dowels. When people
want to cross the street, they pick
up a flag and wave it. Traffic
stops. The number of accidents
has dropped from 64 to none. "It's
a simple idea that works," he
stated.

When it comes to attracting
businesses to the city, Pentin said
he didn't have a lot of answers
such as tax benefits. He believes
the city offers the type of com-
munity where businesses would
want to locate with its downtown,
parks and top rated schools.
Streamlining the approval pro-
cess, without cutting corners on
public hearings, could be help-
ful

In the future, water will be an
issue. The first step is to educate
people on how to conserve more,
he said. "People need to know
they don't have to water their
lawns every day," according to
Pentin.

He is supportive of green
building. "I am a big solar guy.
There are plans to use solar en-
ergy on the Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter. Anything the city builds in
the future should be as green as
it can be made. I myself am look-
ing forward to being off the grid."

Council meetings are too
long. City business is not being
completed. "I suggest setting
aside a half hour for meetings
open to the public. If there are
additional speakers, they could
be accommodated after the regu-
lar agenda is completed. It's not
fair to rush agenda or not vet them
properly because of time," said
Pentin.

MATT SULLIVAN
Matt Sullivan has lived in

Pleasanton since 1994. He and
his wife, Wendi, have two chil-
dren. He was first elected to the
City Council in 2004. Prior to
that, he was a Planning Commis-
sioner for six years, a member of
the Pleasanton Energy Commit-
tee, and a member of the West
Las Positas Interchange Commit-
tee.

Sullivan is seeking reelection
because he wants to see the con-
tinuation of good government
and representation for the people
of Pleasanton.

In addition, there are a lot of
things he said he helped to start
that he would like to see com-
pleted, including the general
plan update. Once approved,
Sullivan would like to be in-
volved in implementing the gen-
eral plan polices. To do so, he
would engage the community to
determine what the priorities
should be. He adds, that what-
ever is decided, there needs to be
a focus on sustainability both fis-
cal and environmental.

Sullivan is a long time advo-
cate of transit oriented develop-
ment (TOD). He believes the
council made a mistake in ap-
proving 350 apartment units near
the West BART station. He calls
it transit adjacent development.
By approving small projects,
there will be fewer units left for
TOD at the East BART station,
he contends. A task force will be
looking at TOD in the future, how
it will work and the critical mass
needed to make it possible. He
thinks that the city should look
at both BART stations in con-
junction with ACE, Wheels and
I-580 as an opportunity to create
real TOD.

The housing cap means the
city has to prioritize where and
how it wants to build. Sullivan
believes the remaining units
should be affordable. "We have
to quit approving big houses on
the hills and in other parts of the
city. Unless the cap goes away,
my preference is to work under

the cap." He said that because
land prices are so high, it is nec-
essary to build at high densities
to achieve affordability.

Sullivan adds it is important
to be proactive in providing di-
rection to developers as to the
type of housing the city wants,
rather than always reacting to
proposals. He has no problem
with allowing people who have
owned land for many years to
build 2 or 3 houses. Real estate
speculators with no entitlements
are another issue.

He believes 100 units in the
downtown are a good idea. One
area of the downtown that should
be considered is the five acres
adjacent to the ACE station and
the civic center. It could be a way
to revitalize the southern end of
Main Street, he explained.

On the eastside, he has less
interest in developing the area
with houses. A specific plan
needs to be completed. However,
he sees the eastside as an oppor-
tunity to diversify the city's
economy. He suggested research
and development and light
manufacturing on the eastside as
a way to achieve that diversity.
In conjunction with that kind of
development he believes some
type of higher education to train
people in the energy and green
building fields could be consid-
ered.

He is a supporter of Measure
PP. He thinks that the decision
voters are being asked to make is
simple. "Measure PP is a citizens
effort that included ex-city
councilmembers and planning
commissioners who were con-
cerned about the direction the
council was heading with devel-
opment. Despite general plan
provisions, the majority went
ahead with Oak Grove. That
project was referended. An ini-
tiative, Measure PP, was signed
by 5000 people to qualify for the
ballot. I originally supported Oak
Grove. I believed it was a com-
promise. However, the number of
people who signed the initiative
told me the council is on the
wrong track," said Sullivan.

He continued, "Measure QQ
is pretty transparent. It's devel-
oper supported with the goal of
defeating the citizens' initiative.
If approved, it would only main-
tain the status quo, reaffirming
general plan polices. It would set
up some process with no
deliverables or outcome identi-
fied. The council majority talks
about open and public process.
Look at their history. They are
not interested in hearing from the
public. I believe the council mea-
sure is an attack on citizens'
rights."

At the same time, Sullivan said
he also believes the current coun-
cil has done a lot of good things.
They include the Firehouse Arts
Center, Alviso Adobe Park, restor-
ing Kottinger Creek and moving
forward with plans for the Bernal
property.

"There is a lot at stake in this
election. I think there will be
immense amounts of money in
this campaign, particularly with
the emergence of the chamber's
political action committee. In
Pleasanton, the amount of money
spent on campaigns has brought
in professional consultants to run
campaigns. It could signal the
beginning of the end of citizen
grass roots based campaigns and
councils," said Sullivan. While
the council approved campaign
reforms, there is no way to con-
trol independent expenditures on
behalf of a candidate or issue.

"I support the voluntary
spending cap of $38,000. I think
it will help stop some outrageous
spending. People need to pay at-
tention to who is funding the can-
didates and measures. That is
why the on-line reporting is im-
portant. It makes it easy for
people to check," stated Sullivan.

When it comes to the
Stoneridge Drive extension,
Sullivan said he supports the
new general plan policy that
says the road would not be ex-
tended until Pleasanton repre-
sentatives sit down with repre-
sentatives from neighboring cit-
ies to establish a regional/local
plan for the funding and timing

of transportation infrastructure.
That includes Stoneridge Dr.,
Dublin Blvd., and Jack London
Blvd., as well as more work on I-
580. "The biggest plus for Pleas-
anton would be widening High-
way 84 to four lanes."

Sullivan added, "If Stoneridge
were extended today, it would
look like I-580. It would not help
Pleasanton residents. While it
would allow for an inexpensive
way to provide relief of some
congestion on I-580, it is not a
long term solution." He said he
recognizes that neighboring cit-
ies have issues. He suggests one
option to provide greater access
from Livermore would be to al-
low the bus rapid transit route to
use Stoneridge through the emer-
gency vehicle access.

Traffic safety is another issue.
Sullivan is a bike rider who says
it is "pretty scary" to ride a bike
in the city. "People drive way too
fast. One thing I want to do, rec-
ognizing that Stoneridge Drive
may not be extended immedi-
ately, is to set up a committee to
look at short term improvements
to traffic and pedestrian safety."

TOD could be another way to
relieve congestion. It would al-
low people to live and work in
the same area.

Right now, because of the
economy, it is difficult to bring
in more businesses. In the down-
town, improving parking will
help to bring people down. A
small movie theater could be an-
other opportunity.

Sullivan said that he under-
stands the desire of property own-
ers to maximize their rents in the
downtown. However, banks on
every corner are not necessarily
good for the overall area. More
retial and restaurants bring
people downtown at night. There
is talk of a retail only ordinance
for Main Street. However, the
Pleasanton Downtown Associa-
tion does not support it, notes
Sullivan.

The new general plan will
contain both a water and an en-
ergy element, something
Sullivan is pleased with. The en-
ergy element looks at conserva-
tion, solar energy and commu-
nity aggregation. The water ele-
ment suggests ways to conserve
and use water more effectively.
The city needs to educate people
on some of the policies, as well
as provide leadership in imple-
menting them.

Sullivan said, "It is important
to elect people who want the pub-
lic to be involved with decisions.
I think it is a huge issue. Since
I've been on the council, I have
advocated for the public and its
participation. For years, speak-
ers at council meetings were al-
lowed 5 minutes and we accom-
plished things. The mayor de-
cided on her own to limit the
amount of time."

Sullivan provided other ex-
amples of what he sees as at-
tempts to limit public participa-
tion. One is the city's appeal pro-
cess, which has been suggested
be limited to one opportunity.
Right now appeals can be sent to
the planning commission and/or
the city council. Another is the
idea of creating a right-to-do busi-
ness ordinance. Currently, if a
business were disruptive, the
public could complain, but no
one could or would do anything
about it, explained Sullivan.

Another example of the
council's pattern of ignoring the
public, according to Sullivan, is
the failure of it to support the
appeal of the court decision nul-
lifying the Oak Grove referen-
dum. Then there is Measure QQ,
which the council majority
placed on the ballot despite hear-
ing from a roomful of people
speaking in opposition to the
idea.

"It really is all about the citi-
zens right to petition their gov-
ernment. I would have expected
the council to support that right.
As a councilmember, it is my job
is to encourage and enable the
community to bring their talents
and energy to the table and play
a meaningful role in this experi-
ment called democracy. I call this
Community-Centered Govern-
ment."

COUNCIL
(continued from page one)
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on the board of the Livermore
Valley Education Foundation.

The teachers' union did not
recruit him to run for the board,
Gary stated when asked.

He says he is running for the
school board because he believes
it is time for the district to have
some strong leadership to enact
positive change. "I have a proven
record," he declared. "I believe
my expertise in public policy, fis-
cal planning and labor relations
would be an asset to the board."
All were part of his job as fire
chief. Gary added, "I believe in
leadership, discussion and con-
sensus building in an effort to do
what is best for students."

As a member of the Measure
D parcel tax oversight commit-
tee, he said he is well area of the
fiscal challenges to the district.

Gary points out that the school
district has a larger budget and
employee base than the city of
Livermore. While a lot of atten-
tion has been focused on the city,
we have not done a good job in
paying attention to our schools.
"A good education is fundamen-
tal to a strong, free society," he
declared.

He says that currently the dis-
trict is struggling to pay a fair
wage to its employees. There is
$50 million in needed mainte-
nance that cannot be met with
the existing budget. Passage of
the parcel tax is hugely impor-
tant to keep programs and jobs
at the district.

"I'm not a Pollyanna. Local
education is dependent on a dys-
functional Sacramento process. I
have no answers. If there were
answers, the state budget would
have been fixed. However, I will
roll up my sleeves to work to
understand the issues," said Gary.
There is a limited amount of dis-
cretionary money the board has
control over. He proposes a pub-
lic policy discussion on where
the discretionay funds should be
spent, followed by triage by the
board to make the tough choices
on cuts. "I would be very com-
fortable explaining to the public
why I made the decisions to cut
what I did," Gary stated.

The way to improve test
scores is to allow individual
schools more freedom to deal
with the issues each faces in pro-
viding education to students.
Gary said, "Generally, across the
board and at some sites there has
been spectacular academic suc-
cess. I believe that is mainly due
to leadership at those sites. At
some schools progress is slow.
However, there is still meaning-
ful progress. That means things

are being tried; innovation is on
the table. It is important to allow
faculty to experiment and mea-
sure, then go forward with what
does work."

"The biggest breakthrough in
improving test scores has been
at Marilyn Avenue," he contin-
ued. "It is not just one demo-
graphic group. At every demo-
graphic level, children are learn-
ing better."

Gary points out that Marilyn
administrators have been given
the freedom to measure what
doesn't work, the freedom to fail.
Eventually, they hit on an excit-
ing mix of techniques that is
working. He believes that small
classes are important. It makes it
possible for teachers to deal with
each individual student's learn-
ing needs. As a result, slower
learners are learning, faster learn-
ers are not being slowed down.
"The proof is in the test scores."

"The challenge of a trustee is
to foster the creativity of its
teachers. To do that, there needs
to be a positive fiscal and labor
relations environment," Gary
states.

One area of instruction he
would like to see improved is
vocational education, or career
tech. The ROP (regional occupa-
tion program) program is good.
There are small pockets of inno-
vation throughout the district.
However, the district is not do-
ing a good enough job linking
companies with classes in an ef-
fort to prepare kids for jobs. There
are a lot of employers in Liver-
more that need a broad set of
skills. Perhaps, the district could
establish internships and partner-
ships with these companies to see
what the district could do to bet-
ter prepare kids. "I would bring
folks to the table to share ideas,"
he commented.

When it comes to labor rela-
tions, Gary says he brings a
strong background to the table.
It is important to understand
what the line employee goes
through everyday. It is important
to look beyond the numbers Each
side has to learn to listen to the
other in an effort to find a middle
ground.

There are a set of fiscal reali-
ties within the district. How is the
money best used for teachers and
students to be able to move for-
ward. "I do understand there is
not enough money. There is a
slightly declining enrollment.
The district does not receive as
much money per students as other
districts." There needs to be
multi-year fiscal planning to pro-
vide a more strategic perspective

to make sure money is available
in the most critical areas, he
added.

He isn't aware of all of the is-
sues related to the community
day school, a school where stu-
dents with behavioral problems
would have been sent. Gary says
a different approach may be
needed to deal with such stu-
dents. "The district needs to al-
low for flexibility in dealing with
all learners, whether it be a con-
tinuation high school, more
home school support, or adding
a 6th grade at an elementary
school."

Gary says he has noted that
sometimes the board and district
do not have a thorough enough
policy discussion about new
ideas "before they step off the
curb. "I have been disappointed
at the lack of attendance at
school board meetings."

He sees the role of a board
member as working with experts
to develop policy guidelines for
the experts to flesh out, then mea-
sure the effectiveness of the poli-
cies. "There needs to be board
leadership to set some long term
visions and values for the school
community. Goals and objectives
would be established though
consensus to create that vision,"
he explained.

When it comes to safety and
discipline, Gary believes that
people are quoting recent survey
results out of context. For ex-
ample, 8 percent of 500 respon-
dents at one school versus 8 per-
cent of 24 respondents at another
school provide different data.
"The data can be misleading
when you look at the percentage
of a small number of respondents.
How many are bragging? How
many were actually caught? Has
discipline been effective? Those
are the questions that need to be
asked. In all walks of life, disci-
pline has to be just enough to
encourage positive behavior. It
should not be punitive," Gary
said.

He does believe the district
provides a safe learning environ-
ment. He notes there is a close
partnership with the Livermore
Police Department.

Uniforms are an interesting
idea. He has heard both the pros
and cons, but has not read any
studies to support either side of
the discussion. He has taken no
stand on the issue.

The district has done a good
job with technology. He men-
tioned the school loop program
in the upper grades as being an
effective way to communicate

SCHOOL BOARD
(continued from page one)

(continued on page 8)

The Pleasanton Chamber of
Commerce has endorsed incum-
bent Jennifer Hosterman for
Mayor and newcomer Jerry
Pentin for Council.

The Chamber of Commerce
representataives met with candi-
dates for mayoral and city coun-
cil positions to discuss their sup-
port and agreement with the
Chamber’s local public policy
agenda, Pleasanton 2015: A
Community Vision. Pleasanton
2015 serves as the Chamber’s
guide for strengthening the lo-
cal economy, representing the
interests of business to govern-
ment. Pleasanton 2015 also
serves as the Chamber’s guide for
candidate evaluation and en-
dorsement.

“Based on the assessment cri-
teria above, we are pleased to
endorse incumbent, Jennifer
Hosterman, for Mayor of Pleas-
anton,” said committee chairman
Eric “Otis” Nostrand.

According to Nostrand, an
important factor in this endorse-
ment was Mayor Hosterman’s
actions and accomplishments in
the area of transportation im-
provement. “While this is not a
litmus test for candidates, it is an
important issue for the city,” said
Nostrand.

“In this regard, Mayor Hoster-
man was instrumental in secur-
ing a unanimous vote of the City
Council to keep the Stoneridge
Drive extension in the general
plan.”

According to Nostrand this
allowed Pleasanton to continue
its process with Alameda County
to annex the Staples Ranch prop-
erty which, in turn, is a key com-
ponent to keeping the Hendrick
Auto dealerships (and their
$3,000,000 annual tax revenues)
and the Sharks plan for a com-
munity ice skating facility in
Pleasanton. Mayor Hosterman
has also been effective in secur-
ing the county’s railroad right-
of-way for additional parking in
downtown Pleasanton.

Based on her growth and
maturation during her tenure as
both a City Council member and
Mayor of Pleasanton, the cham-
ber believes Mayor Hosterman is
the best candidate for the job and
best positioned to be influential
in helping Pleasanton achieve its
goals.

There were four candidates
vying for two city council seats,
until the field was reduced to
three with the withdrawal of re-
tired teacher Howard Neely. Of
the remaining three candidates,
the Chamber interviewed coun-
cil member Matt Sullivan and
local businessman and Parks
Commissioner Jerry Pentin. The
remaining candidate Cindy
McGovern did not make herself
available for an interview.

The Chamber believes that
Jerry Pentin is the best qualified
and most closely aligned with
Pleasanton 2015: A Community
Vision. “Our support of Jerry
Pentin is not just because he is a

Campaign News

 Chamber Endorses Hosterman, Pentin
long time local businessman, it
is because of the quality of Jerry’s
positions on issues and his track
record of decisive leadership as
a parks and recreation commis-
sioner,” said Nostrand.

Pentin is an advocate for ex-
tending Stoneridge Drive, but he
is very aware that doing so is not
sufficient without other regional
measures to mitigate traffic, such
as improving Highway 84. He is
also an advocate for downtown.
He serves on the Board of the
Firehouse Arts Center, which he
believes will bring more activity
and business to the downtown
area.

“Jerry believes a Council
person’s job is to represent the
interests of his constituents, but
not necessarily by public refer-
endum every time there is an is-
sue,” said Nostrand. Pentin and
the Chamber agree that City
Council members are “hired” to
understand the issues, learn how
their constituents’ interests are
best served and then take appro-
priate action. Pentin also agrees
that, while the interests of small
(and sometimes vocal) groups of
residents and individual neigh-
borhoods are important, the in-
terests of the community as a
whole are paramount and will
sometimes require decisions that
are not popular with individual
interest groups.

Change in Forum Date
The forum for Pleasanton City

Council and Mayoral candidates
has been moved from Wed., Oct.
8 to Mon., Oct. 20.

The Livermore-Amador Val-
ley League of Women Voters in
conjunction with the American
Association of University
Women, LPD Branch will host the
forum starting at 7 p.m. for the
council candidates and 8 p.m. for
the mayoral candidates at the
Pleasanton City Council Cham-
bers, 200 Old Bernal Ave.

Candidates for the council and
mayor positions will state their
views and answer questions pre-
sented by a League moderator as
well as those presented to the
moderator from the audience.

Measure WW Support
Save Mt. Diablo has come out

in support of the East Bay Re-
gional Park District’s Measure
WW. A press release points out
that Measure WW will not raise
your taxes. It will fund Regional
Park acquisitions, open space
preservation, new parks and trails
for walking, hiking and biking,
environmental maintenance, and
the rehabilitation of aging park
facilities, wildlife habitat resto-
ration, and more. Measure WW
is a local measure and requires a
two-thirds approval.

 McNerney Endorsed
The National Wildlife Federa-

tion Action Fund is endorsing
Rep. Jerry McNerney for election
to the U.S. House in California
11th Congressional district. Ac-
cording to the Wildlife organi-
zation, McNerney, running
against challenger Dean Andal,
has established himself as a
leader in Washington on renew-
able energy and confronting glo-
bal warming in just his first term
as Congressman.

"As a former engineer for a
wind energy company, Rep. Jerry
McNerney has made a career of
developing clean renewable en-
ergy, first in the private sector,
now in Congress," said Sue
Brown, executive director NWF
Action Fund.

He was an original co-spon-
sor of the Safe Climate Act of
2007. McNerney has served as a
member of the House Select
Committee on Energy Indepen-
dence and Global Warming,
working to raise the profile of
clean energy and global warm-
ing in the House of Representa-
tives.

He has co-sponsored the bi-
partisan Udall-Eisenhower Wil-
derness Act to permanently pro-
tect the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. He has also co-sponsored
the Clean Water Restoration Act
and worked to maintain strong
protections of endangered spe-
cies through the Endangered
Species Act.

McNerney announced en-
dorsements from 121 local
elected officials and community
leaders from across the 11th Dis-
trict and Northern California.

The list includes several
Northern California members of
Congress along with members of
both the California State Assem-
bly and State Senate, mayors,
city council members, and
elected officials at every level,
both Republicans and Demo-
crats.

Among those endorsing
McNerney are Dublin Mayor Ja-
net Lockhart and Danville Vice
Mayor Newell Arnerich,

McNerney for Congress cam-
paign will participate in two can-
didate forums this fall.

The first is the League of
Women Voters Candidates’
Roundtable Discussion. The
roundtable discussion will take
place in early October and air
multiple times prior to the elec-
tion on Contra Costa Television.
It will also be available on the
Contra Costa Times web site.

 The second is a live Tracy
Press candidate forum on Satur-
day, October 11 at 7 p.m. at the
Monte Visa Middle School in
Tracy.
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districtwide goal of a composite
score of 810 on the API. I don't
care if improvement is slow. I
want a gain in scores, and not just
over what was lost in previous
years."

He doesn't like teaching to
take tests. McLaughlin said that
when he was teaching he found
that if he established a set of goals,
and held kids to them he
achieved better results. "The
classroom that does the best, is
one where the teacher has class-
room rules."

McLaughlin said any one
plan for improving test scores
would not likely work at all
schools. Each school has differ-
ent issues it faces. The superin-
tendent will now be visiting sites
every Thursday to assess what is
happening in the district, and
work on plans for each school.

"I continue to believe in the
importance of an exit exam at
each grade level to measure the
successes and failures of our edu-
cational process. I believe in ac-
countability for both staff and
students," said McLaughlin

The new school loop program
is proving successful in engag-
ing parents in education, said
McLaughlin. Parents can go on-
line and see if a student was tardy,
completed assignments, and
what assignments are due. "It is
the teacher's responsibility to
provide the information."

McLaughlin believes the
board has given away some of its
authority. For example, Granada
High School's principal came in
with a plan to require students to
take three classes. He said that is
not the role of a principal. "It is
the role of the board to set re-
quirements, to set policy. It is the
role of the superintendent to fol-
low and implement policy."

Discipline and safety ques-
tions were asked during a recent
survey of the schools.
McLaughlin points out that it
was simply a survey. There are
no facts to back up any of the
results one way or another.

He would like to have a com-
mittee established to deal with
disciplinary problems. One
school may expel a student for
an offense that at another school
would result in a slap on the
hand. There needs to be consis-
tency throughout the district
when it comes to discipline, ex-
plained McLaughlin.

Uniforms could contribute to
safety. Site staff would be imme-
diately able to spot someone who
doesn't belong. He likes having
police dogs being able to come
on campus, saying that adds to
safety.

He believes the district was
open about the community day
school that would have provided
education to students with disci-
pline problems. "I would rather
have kids in a place where I know
they will be, rather than at home
with no instruction or supervi-
sion," he stated.

"I think there are some gang
problems in Livermore," he said.
However, he believes the police
are on top of the problem.

Art and music, as well as math
and science, are well done in the
district and provide an important
part of education said
McLaughlin. He would like to
see more after school activity
made available in the form of
clubs or tutoring.

"The district has done a smash-
ing job in keeping up with tech-
nology. It has gone wireless. The
phone system is digital. We are
looking at going solar. Every
school has been renovated to
bring it up to date for technol-
ogy."

There does need to be more
equity in special programs pro-
vided by parents through
volunteerism and fund-raising.
He believes parent involvement
is the key. Once parents are in-
volved, any school can be suc-
cessful, McLaughlin contends.

Vocational education is im-
portant. The ROP program is
working. "We have added auto
shop, welding and wastewater
management to the curriculum
and are looking at a culinary pro-
gram. There is a great opportuni-
ties for girls to become hairdress-
ers through the ROP program,"
he said.

The district works with the
Tri-Valley Business Council and
Las Positas College in discuss-
ing possible career paths. One
recently added at the college as
a result of those discussions was
enology.

In a final comment,
McLaughlin declared he be-
lieves in full immersion learning
for non-English speaking kids.
As a way to bring kids up to speed
in reading and spelling classes
should be taught in English only.
Without reading skills in En-
glish, a students cannot learn.

He would work with parents,
citizens and community organi-
zations to accommodate cultural
and educational diversity.

He would like to see tougher
standards set for both teaching
and learning. "All children need
to be prepared for future chal-
lenges. Working together as a
group, parents, educators and
support personnel can pave the
way for their successful educa-
tion," he concluded.

BILL MORRISON
Bill Morrison says he is seek-

ing re-election for 13,184 rea-
sons (the number of students en-
rolled this year). "I'm here for the
kids. Even if I weren't on the
board, I would be involved with
the district." He refers to the fact
that he has children in school and
a son who teachers in the district.

He describes himself as, "A
serious candidate for a serious
job who is serious about helping
all students."

He was appointed to the
board in 2003 and voted on in
2004.

Morrison believes he brings
expertise that other candidates
may not bring to the board. He
has an MBA with thirty years in
senior management in private
industry. "I understand budgets
and management." In addition,
Morrison teaches. He offers a va-
riety of business courses on-line
through the University of Phoe-
nix and Axia College. He has a
real estate brokers license.

He sees the role of a board
member as one of oversight and
guidance. The board looks to the
superintendent to provide exper-
tise in many educational areas.
The board and the superinten-
dent can bring in policy propos-
als, according to Morrison. One
policy the board agreed on re-
cently was to allow drug dogs on
campus. At first the board resisted
the idea, but eventually revised
policy to allow use of the dogs.

The state has not fixed its
budget, impacting the district
today and in the future, says
Morrison. "There is no addi-
tional funding this year. Next
year the forecast is for nothing. I
believe it will be negative fund-
ing."

There isn't much the district
can do to fix the state budget. It
can only attempt to set up a sys-
tem to have the least impact on
the classroom and programs, he
said.

The district has established
three accounts to deal with eco-
nomic uncertainty. There is
$900,000 set aside for declining
enrollments. The district loses
about 200 kids a year, said
Morrison. Since the district fund-
ing is based on kids in the class-
room (known as ADA), fewer stu-
dents means less money. It takes
awhile for facilities and teachers
to adjust to the drop.

There is a $1 million reserve
on top of the required 3 percent
in reserves, and an additional $1
million to protect a few jobs in
the event the parcel tax on the
November ballot were not ap-
proved by voters.

At one time, the state required
the district to hire a financial ad-
visor to help deal with its budget
woes. Morrison declared, "As
long as I am here, we will not be
put into the same position."

Providing programs that meet
the needs of all students is chal-
lenging. Changing demograph-
ics is one challenge. Morrison
pointed out that 59 percent of the
kindergarten students at Portola
do not speak English. Smaller
class sizes and parental involve-
ment are key to the success of
these and other students at the
elementary level. He believes
that is happening.

Morrison said there have been
big changes at the high schools
with the institution of the trimes-
ter program. For the first time, the
district's two high schools are
operating under the same sched-
ule. This has made it possible to
provide more educational oppor-
tunities, said Morrison. The dis-
trict can add things the kids need
such as an optional language,
math and science classes and
music programs.

"That's the first step," declared
Morrison. He said he fought for
two years to provide an alterna-
tive delivery system. That is be-
ing done this year, which means
if four students at Granada want
to take a class and eight at Liver-
more the same class they could
combine the class using the tech-
nology offered. Previously they
could not.

The next step, said Morrison
is to look at schools throughout
the state who offer on-line pro-
grams that the district can't offer.
Students should be allowed to
take those classes and receive
credit for them.

"The real problem area is in
the middle schools. Right now a
seventh grader has a choice of
one elective. There is still social
promotion. The district needs to
focus on improving middle
school education," he stated.

Student behavior can impact
education. A community day
school was proposed as a place
to send students with behavioral

problems. "It was so badly done,
it frustrated me. Kids with some
sort of behavioral issues would
have been sent there. The behav-
ior ranged from cutting class to
threatening another student with
a knife. I have no problem with a
day school that is carefully con-
trolled and restricted. Students
who have exhibited violent be-
havior do not belong in it. The
issue is dead for awhile. At some
point it should come back in a
well-planned, very restrictive,
well communicated with the pub-
lic form."

Morrison is proud of the suc-
cess at Marilyn Avenue School
with the increase in test scores.
There were mixed results at other
schools. "The board has not been
excited or angry with test scores,
which on a districtwide bases in-
creased from 793 to 796 in the
API. However, something has to
happen," said Morrison, suggest-
ing that district officials should
meet with principals of schools
to work on a plan on how to im-
prove schools. "We must improve
the district's overall test scores. I
am willing to put one-time money
in places that make that happen."

The district recently added a
fourth child welfare assistant.
Morrison says making sure kids
are in school is one way to im-
prove test scores.

While Morrison believes
there may be too many tests, he
noted that the board has never
instituted a test that was not man-
dated by either the state of fed-
eral government. School funding
is judged on a set of test scores.

Currently, the district is in ne-
gotiations with the teachers
union over salaries and benefits.
Morrison stated, "I have absolute
respect for teachers in the class-
room. They deserve far more than
they receive. The union leader-
ship has no clue on funding or
the budget. They are not in touch
with reality. There is not $18 mil-
lion in funding that could be
used for raises."

There are schools where par-
ents have the money and time to
be more involved than at other
schools. Morrison said part of the
equity adjustment comes in a dif-
ferent way. For example,
Mendenhall has a great deal of
parent involvement and high
level of donations. Junction has
less. The district funded a 7th
period in an effort to provide
some of the extra educational
opportunities that otherwise may
not be available.

The district has definitely
kept up with technology, says
Morrison. The entire district will
soon be wireless. The phone sys-
tem is digital. A program called
school loop allows parents and
students in 6-12th grade to check
on line for assignments, grades
and test scores.

Solar energy is on the table.
Morrison said he would like to
see the district become a zero
energy district. Rather than bear
the expense of installing solar
panels, the district is looking
into a program where a company
installs, pays for and maintains
the panels. The company "rents"
the use of the panels or sells the
energy on the open market.

Morrison is proud of his ef-
fort to have the board place its
agendas on-line. That saves
about 240 million pieces of pa-
per per year, he declared.

Another issue, said Morrison,
relates to concerns about disci-
pline and security. A recent sur-
vey conducted by the district
found that 6 percent of seventh
graders had carried a gun to
school, 13 percent some type of
weapon. "I think the district has
failed to deal with a dangerous
situation. Kids who bring a knife,
gun, drugs or explosives to school
should go to a pre-expulsion
hearing. The district has got to
get the point across that you
don't do certain things."

Bullying and gangs are an-
other issue. "Anyone who tells
you there is not a gang problem
is wrong. I'm not proposing metal
detectors or guards are needed at
the schools. However, parents do
need to be made aware of what is
happening and be involved in
stopping the behavior."

The district has instituted a
Character Counts program as a
way to help deal with discipline
issues. Morrison said the jury is
still out on whether it will be ef-
fective.

He believes uniforms could be
a good idea. They remove the op-
portunity for questions about
wearing gang colors.

Morrison said he supports re-
duced class sizes at all levels, an
enhanced elementary science
program, and access to libraries
with skilled support staff at all
grade levels. "Improving commu-

nications between the district,
schools, and parents regarding
educational, options, participa-
tion, and funding are my focus."

CHUCK ROGGEE
Chuck Roggee worked as a

firefighter with the Alameda
County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment for 25 years, retiring as a
captain. He held various posi-
tions that included training
firefighters. In the early nineties,
he served on Livermore's growth
review committee. Roggee has
worked at both small and large
companies including Intel, Au-
tomatic Data Processing and Ra-
diant Systems. He is a life-long
resident of Livermore.

He is a parent volunteer at
Croce Elementary and coaches
track and field at Livermore High
School.

Roggee says his decision to
run for the school board is a con-
tinuation of his involvement
within and concern for the com-
munity. He also wanted to ensure
there were at least two candidates
for each of the seats on the No-
vember ballot. He was not re-
cruited by the union to run. "I am
in no one's back pocket. The
union approached me long after
I had decided to run," says
Roggee.

"I want my daughter to have a
good education. I believe I will
bring fresh ideas to the board. As
a day-time dad, I have the time
to look for new ideas and study
ways of doing things differently"
he added.

In discussing changes, he be-
lieves the school board has left
parents out of the equation when
it comes to discussing the future
of the schools.

"The current board and staff
use a top down, dictatorial
method of management. I be-
lieve that needs to be turned
about. It needs to be bottom up
with students, teachers and par-
ents part of the discussion," said
Roggee. He points to a new mis-
sion statement recently approved
by the board. It came from the
superintendent's office and was
okayed by the board without dis-
cussion. The public should be
part of such decisions, he be-
lieves.

The current contention be-
tween the union and district
needs to be dealt with. "Yes,
money is an issue," agreed
Roggee. "Both sides are very
well educated and should logi-
cally be able to come to an agree-
ment. Teachers don't want to
bankrupt the district. Board
members should be represented
in discussions with the union. It's
tough to provide oversight if you
are not involved in a hands-on
way," said Roggee.

He sees the role of the board
as creating policy and being ac-
tive in doing so. He goes back to
the mission statement issue, not-
ing that the board said at the
meeting that one had been
needed for months and they were
glad it had come forward. Why
weren't they proactive in making
it happen earlier if it were impor-
tant, he asks.

Roggee doesn't think change
has to come from the administra-
tion or the board, it can come from
all segments of the population.
The board should listen to ideas
that are brought forth.

Test scores are important. The
API results are on an upward
track. However, I think we can
do better, declared Roggee. "Par-
ents are the most important fac-
tor in improving test scores. The
district needs to find a way to get
parents more engaged. Kids who
have parents involved move for-
ward faster in the learning pro-
cess," said Roggee. Another way
to help slower learners, would be
to have kids act as tutors, he
added.

The district should consider
all types of educational oppor-
tunities. "I have no problem with
the charter school. Parents said
they thought they could do a
better job. They have produced
a good model. Those parents
work their tails off to make the
charter school a success. The dis-
trict should have embraced the
charter school. It's another form
of education. Perhaps, the district
should look at some of the ideas
for education at the school and
implement them in the regular
curriculum," he declared.

He also believes that the
school day is not long enough.

More after-school programs, such
as tutoring, sports and clubs keep
kids engaged with learning. He
would like to see more coopera-
tion among the city, park district
and school district in providing
after school programs for stu-
dents.

"The success at Marilyn is
awesome. The new trimester sys-
tem at the high schools is a posi-
tive step forward," he stated.

The schools need to bring
back vocational training, such as
woodworking and metal shop.
Roggee explained, "There are
children being left behind, the
kids who don't want to go to col-
lege, who want to work with their
hands. Woodworkers, plumbers,
electricians, those are all jobs
that cannot be sent overseas.
There are good openings in those
areas for women as well as men.
We need to let kids know there
are options other than attending
college."

While he supports the parcel
tax, he doesn't think the amount
will be enough to cover such
things as the increased costs of
energy. "The economy is not do-
ing well, property taxes are
down. I have no answers on how
to solve the issue," he said. He
does think solar energy could
help with energy costs. "It makes
sense to me."

The district has done a good
job in using technology. Roggee
says on-line classes are good.
However, there is no substitute
for hands-on learning. For ex-
ample, the new Wii games in
which golf and tennis are played
on line are not the same as hav-
ing an actual racquet or golf club
in your hands.

He thought the community
day school was a good idea that
was not handled well. Kids who
have been suspended need some-
place to go to continue learning,
rather than spending their time
at home or in the library.

When it comes to discipline
and safety, Roggee believes that
intervention needs to start in the
sixth grade. On the whole, the dis-
trict has done a good job. There
are some principals who don't
want to acknowledge there is a
problem. The district needs to
have those principals understand
it is not their fault that there are
problems at their schools. How-
ever, they do need to deal with
issues.

Gang activity goes back to the
lack of parent involvement with
their children, says Roggee.
Many are not aware of what their
children are doing. The district
needs to engage those parents.

Uniforms could be one way
to avoid problems with students
wearing gang colors. Uniforms
have worked well in schools with
a big gang issue, he states.

To address inequities in pro-
grams made possible by parents
at some schools and lacking in
others, Roggee suggests that par-
ents at schools who provide more
opportunities volunteer at
schools that don't. That would
give the parents an idea of what
needs to be done to provide eq-
uity.

As a student in Livermore, he
enjoyed field trips. He still re-
members going to Holdener
Dairy. "Kids remember what they
see. It is another form of learn-
ing. Some student may be in-
spired by a trip to go into a par-
ticular profession," said Roggee.

Art and music are important.
They very much have to be a part
of learning. Learning to be cre-
ative can be helpful in future
jobs.

"I want kids to be taught to
learn. No matter what they do in
life, they will be able to move
forward. Testing has put con-
straints on some of the creativity
teachers could bring to the class-
room. There are a lot of jobs and
money riding on those test
scores," Roggee says. Students do
need to be tested to see what they
are learning, to see what pro-
grams are working.

He adds, "We need school
board members who can root out
the concerns and issues, deter-
mine the causes, have meaning-
ful public discourse, assume a po-
sition of support for students and
teachers, and then roll up their
sleeves to make education a bet-
ter experience for everyone."

 Roggee says that without a
strong, flexible and proactive
school system, the entire commu-
nity suffers.

instantly. Students and parents
can go on line to see grades,
homework assignments, atten-
dance, and test results. "It is
hugely popular," declared Gary.

There are inequities resulting
from economic differences in
families at various schools. At
some schools parents have the
time and money to provide out-
side activities. Gary said, "It is a
great curiosity to me why some
people argue that field trips are a
waste of time. If properly de-
signed, they allow a child from a
particular socio-economic level
to be exposed to something he
or she may never see otherwise."
He said that at one school, teach-
ers have to stop and explain the
word museum, because students
have never seen one. "I believe
offering as much exposure to
ideas and experiences as possible
makes a curious learner more cu-
rious," Gary declared.

It is difficult for some schools
to do that. At Marilyn, a bus is
required to transport students at
a cost of $6 per student. At other
schools, parents can transport the
kids in their cars and the parents
bear the costs.

He believes the perceived
need for the Character Counts
program is "a tough comment on
society." Gary says of the pro-
posed program, " If you put five
neat things on a poster and that's
all you ever do, that is not a pro-
gram. If you discuss the ideas at
every level, that builds charac-
ter."

Math, science, art, music and
sports are all important in edu-
cating students. Gary says he
knows that art, music and sports
tend to be the first cut when fund-
ing is low. He would like to see
all stakeholders get together to
find a way to provide unmet fund-
ing needs.

"This is about 13,000 plus
young souls. Teaching and grow-
ing that number of young minds
is an incredible responsibility. I
would bring a broad set of skills
to the discussion. I know what I
don't know. I would go onto the
board with an open mind, bring
what I do know in an effort to do
a better job in going forward,"
Gary concluded.

TOM McLAUGHLIN
Tom McLaughlin is seeking

his third term on the school
board. He has lived in Livermore
for 43 years. He taught at differ-
ent grade levels for 35 years in
San Leandro.

He believes his experience on
the board and his past teaching
experience in different grade lev-
els, including special education,
has provided him with the aware-
ness of the different needs of stu-
dents when it comes to educa-
tion.

He is running again because
he says he would like to see the
outcome of some of the programs
that he has worked to have put in
place this past year.

One is the trimester system at
the high schools, which includes
reducing classes from 90 minutes
to 70 minutes. "Students like it,"
McLaughlin stated. Both high
schools are using the same sys-
tem for the first time. It has al-
lowed the district to offer classes
that it could not otherwise have
offered, because special interest
classes can draw on students from
both schools.

The new system also provides
students with an additional op-
portunity to take electives. It is a
three year trial program. I would
like to see the results, he stated.

The union bargaining is
likely to end up in resolution,
according to McLaughlin. "I
thought we had settled things.
But it didn't work out. I believe
the district should publish a fact
sheet to let the public know what
the issues are and where bargain-
ing stands," he commented.

"There has to be give and take
in negotiations. Both sides need
to look at the whole picture. The
main issue in coming up with an
agreement is considering what is
good for kids," McLaughlin
added.

He continued, one of the prob-
lems is the "terrible" budget situ-
ation. "It doesn't look like it will
be any better over the next two
years. It is important to pass the
parcel tax to help fund programs.
I am disappointed that the teach-
ers do not seem willing to sup-
port the parcel tax. The number
of cuts in the district will be high,
if it were not approved."

McLaughlin said the district
knows what it can afford when it
comes to wages and salaries. "I
don't think the state will get its
act together."

While the district is losing
students right now, he thinks as
the price of homes drop, more
families will be able to afford to
live in Livermore producing more
students in the future. That will
provide more funding, said
McLaughlin.

Test results are improving, he
said. "Look at Marilyn. There
was a 50 point gain last year for
Caucasian students. This year
there is a 110 point jump that
includes all ethnic groups. What
they are doing at Marilyn is good.
Parents need to work with us to
have similar successes at other
sites. The district has set a

SCHOOL BOARD
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mained active. She wrote local
histories, including “Oxsana’s
Journey,” a 1998 book about her
mother-in-law. She belonged to
the Antique Club and Seventh
Day Adventist Church, and at-
tended the meetings regularly.
She continued to drive until she
was 99.

Her mind remained alert. She
had strong feelings about what
was going on in the world.
“Washington, it’s crazy!” she ex-
claimed to a reporter who inter-
viewed her a couple of weeks
before her 100th birthday. She
expressed concern about global
warming. She didn’t like down-
town Livermore’s new look.

Dr. Devnich couldn’t go to a
movie or some other event in
town without people approach-
ing her. “She is so well known
and so beloved,” observed a
friend. “... almost every family in
the community, it seems, has had
a positive experience with her.
Someone in the family was
treated and made better by her.”

The Independent in an edito-
rial stated, “She is one of
Livermore’s great elders — a
kind, wise and much beloved
lady ...”

The family asks that in lieu of
flowers contributions be made to
the Adventist Development and
Relief Agency Internaional at
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Sil-
ver Spring, MD 20904-9869.
Also, contributions may be made
to the ValleyCare Foundation for
the Neonatal Nursery, 1111 East
Stanley Boulevard, Livermore,
CA 94450.

John Edward Dalton
John Edward “Jack” Dalton,

age 67, passed away September
20, 2008 at ValleyCare Medical
Center in Pleasanton, His daugh-
ter Debbie, sister Barbara and
brother-in-law Peter were at his
side.

Jack was born in Northampton
Massachusetts on October 16,
1940 to Francis and Mabel
Dalton.  He grew up in Westfield
Massachusetts, graduating from
Westfield High School in 1958,
and attended American Interna-
tional College in Springfield.
After high school, he joined the
National Guard.  He won several
local golf tournaments and was a
Life Master at bridge.  Always the
life of the party, he enjoyed crib-
bage, poker, playing with his
grandchildren, and was a lifelong
Red Sox, Patriots, Celtics and
Bruins fan.

Jack was a salesman for
Wagner Auto Parts for many
years, which brought him to Buf-
falo NY.  While there, he had sea-
son tickets to the Buffalo Bills
games and enjoyed bringing his
daughters to Rich Stadium.  He
made the annual trek to Miami
for the Buffalo Bills vs. Miami
Dolphins game as a member of
the Rogues II Crew.  He returned
to Massachusetts in 1987 and
worked for 20 years as a sales-
man for Anderson and Raymond
Supply in West Springfield
spending his free time watching
his granddaughter Erin-Leah
grow up, before retiring in March
2007.  A week after retiring, he
drove cross country to settle in
Dublin, California and began
enjoying life to the fullest –
watching his grandson Austen
play baseball, watching his
granddaughter Madeline dance,
playing cards with his friends,
and watching the sunset from his
balcony.  Never one to sit still,
Jack became a school crossing
guard in Pleasanton last fall.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters Renee Nichols and her
daughter Erin-Leah of Agawam,
Massachusetts; and Debbie Roe
her husband Adrian and their
children Austen and Madeline of
Dublin, California; and his
former wife Colleen Dalton of
Agawam Massachusetts.  Jack
also leaves three brothers Joseph,
Dennis and Robert, two sisters

Barbara Janeski and Patricia
Conroy, and several nieces and
nephews.   He will be missed by
countless friends who enjoyed
playing cards with him, rehash-
ing good times, or just having a
drink or two.

A celebration of life will be
held at a later date.  In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made
to your favorite charity.

John George
John George was an avid fish-

erman and enjoyed making lures.
He loved camping and was
groundskeeper at Silver Creek
campground.

He is survived by his wife
Kathy Rizor-George of Liver-
more, sons Eugene Arnold (Dawn
Denise) George of Livermore and
Edward Allen Russell (Brad
McGuire) of Walnut Creek,
daughters Jackie (Victor) Leban
of San Lorenzo and Susan Marie
McGahee of South Dakota, sis-
ter Diane Richey of Pleasanton
and brothers Bucky DeRosa of
Livermore and Ace Morkin of
Nevada, eleven grandchildren,
and numerous nieces, nephews
and cousins.

A Chapel Blessing Service
was held Oct. 1 in Livermore.
Burial followed at St. Michael's
Cemetery in Livermore.

Contributions to the Ameri-
can Lung Association would be
appreciated by the family.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Michael A. Lingenfelter
Born April 7, 1968, Michael

was a devoted family man who
lived for his children. He was a
loving man who will be remem-
bered as kind hearted and good
natured by those who knew him
best. The native of Livermore,
died in a motorcycle accident
September 19, 2008. He was 40.

A graduate of Sequoia Insti-
tute in 1987 as a Transmission
Specialist, he worked at Stewart
and Stevenson until they closed,
then Peterson Tractor in San
Leandro as a Diesel Mechanic for
the last 3 years. A member of the
Operating Engineers #3 of Oak-
land for 7 years, Michael was an
avid bicyclist often riding his
bike to work. He recently com-
pleted a 129 mile event called
the Death Ride. He will be
greatly missed by all.

Michael is survived by his
daughter Amy age 9, son Brad-
ley age 7, stepson Tim True, and
his life partner, best friend and
soul mate Danielle M Coody all
of Livermore; father Wayne A.
and step-mother Mary A.
Lingenfelter of Lockeford;
mother Jo Ann G. Thayer of MN;
sisters Michelle A. Smith of AZ;
Christina M. Brown of  FL;
Rachel D. Mullen of Danville;
brother Ed E. Lingenfelter of
Lockeford; nieces: Jessica and
Tiffany Ponder both of Liver-
more; as well as numerous aunts,
uncles and cousins.

Funeral services were held at
the Union City Apostolic
Church, 33700 Alvarado Niles
Rd., Union City. Burial was at
Lone Tree Cemetery, 24591
Fairview Ave., Hayward. In lieu
of flowers, the family respectfully
requests donations to be made to
the Mike Lingenfelter Memorial
fund c/o Bank of America ac-
count # 04639-72758. Callaghan
Mortuary 925-447-2942.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Billy F. Sanders
Bill (“Sandy”) Sanders, 70,

passed away in the early morn-
ing of Friday, Sept. 26, 2008, af-
ter a long battle with lung and
brain cancer.  Bill was born in
Shawnee, OK, on Oct. 27, 1937.
He lived the majority of his life
in the San Francisco Bay area.

After 3 years in the U.S. Navy,
Bill started work at Lawrence
Livermore National Lab.
(LLNL), then called Lawrence
Radiation Laboratory, in Liver-

more, CA.  Thirty two years later
Bill retired from LLNL at the age
of 52, determined to make the
most of his retirement.  An active
member of the Vintage Chevrolet
Club of America, the Livermore
SIRs (Sons in Retirement), the
Springtown Golf Club and the
Bay Area Garden Railway Soci-
ety, Bill was never idle and he
often said that he didn’t know
how he ever found time to go to
work.

Bill will be remembered for
his grumpy personality and his
endless supply of stories and
jokes.  He was always willing to
help, be it a fellow Car Club
member working on or restoring
their vehicles, a neighbor work-
ing on their house or yard, or a
golf buddy needing a partner.
The doorbell never served its
purpose since Bill would always
be found in the garage or back-
yard, fiddling with something.

Bill was preceded in death by
his mother (2003) and his father,
many years earlier.  He is survived
by his daughter, Christina Sand-
ers, and his wife of 32 years, Judy
Sanders.  He is also survived by a
niece, 3 nephews and many
great-nieces and nephews.

Bill requested that there be no
formal services.  Donations can
be made, in memory of Bill Sand-
ers, to the American Cancer So-
ciety at www.cancer.org or 1-800-
ACS-2345.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

Joyce Nobuko Komoto
Joyce Nobuko Komoto died

September 21, 2008
She was born Sept. 14, 1929

and raised in Fresno, CA. She
worked as a secretary for the
State Division of Highways be-
fore she changed careers and be-
came a hairstylist. Joyce worked
at Suzanne’s Beauty Salon in
Livermore. She was known for her
outstanding baking, with friends
and family remembering her
homemade cookies and muffins.

Joyce is survived by her hus-
band of 32 years Ted Komoto,
daughter Vicki (Steve) Takeuchi
Wynne, stepdaughter Judy (Carl)
Helm, stepson Scott (Jana)
Komoto, and sister Hiroko
(Minky) Tsudama. She is also
survived by her two grandchil-
dren, Thomas and Stephanie
Wynne as well as many nieces
and nephews.

Services for Joyce were held
on Saturday, Sept. 27, at 12 pm
at Callaghan Mortuary.

Luis P. Avelar
Luis P. Avelar, a native of

Flores, Azore Islands, passed
away Sept, 26, 2008 at the age of
88 in Pleasanton.  Avelar was a
faithful member of St. Michael's
Catholic Church, and a long time
member of IDES-LP (a Portu-
guese organization).

Luis is survived by his wife of
57 years; Maria Avelar of Liver-
more, son Joseph Antonio
(Jackie) Avelar of Livermore, a
brother Vnerado Avelar of
Arcadia, sister Maria Fialho of
Portugal, 2 grandchildren Chris-
topher Avelar of Livermore and
Nicole Avelar Thomas of Dublin
and 1 great grandson Justin Tho-
mas of Dublin.

Visitation for family and
friends will be Wednesday Octo-
ber 1, from 3 to 8 pm with a Vigil
service to commence at 7 pm at
the Chapel of Callaghan Mortu-
ary, 3833 East Ave, Livermore.
Mass of the Resurrection will be
celebrated on Thursday October
2 at 11 am at St. Michael's Church,
458 Maple St., Livermore. Fu-
neral procession will depart
Callaghan Mortuary at 10:45 am.
Burial mass will be at St.
Michael's Cemetery, Livermore

Katherine Charnetski
Katherine “Kitty” Charnetski

was born on January 1, 1910 in
Worcester, Massachusetts and
passed away on September 29,
2008 at the age of 98 in San Ra-

mon, CA.
She met her husband, Herbert

Charnetski, on a blind date. They
had one daughter, Dawn Gordner
of Pleasanton. Katherine and
Herbert lived in Norwich, Con-
necticut for many years until
Herbert retired and they moved
to California to be closer to their
daughter and her family. They
lived in San Ramon for over 40
years. Katherine was a doting
grandmother of her two grand-
children, Randall Gordner of
Dublin and Dianne French of Mis-
sion Viejo, CA.

Katherine was a founding
member of the San Ramon
Women’s Club and was active
in the Dublin San Ramon Se-
niors, which meets at St.
Raymond’s Church in Dublin.
She and her husband loved to
travel, especially their trip to
Europe for their daughter’s wed-
ding in Stuttgart, Germany.

Katherine was preceded in
death by her parents, Walter and
Mary Malkowski, her five sis-
ters, and a grandson. Her hus-
band, Herbert Charnetski, died
in 2003 at age 101. They were

Organizations wishing to run notices in
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of
Bulletin Board. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or
subject. Phone number and contact person
should also be included.

Amador Valley Quilt Guild will meet
on Sat., Oct. 11, at 1:30 p.m. at the Pleas-
anton Middle School, 5001 Case Avenue,
Pleasanton. This meeting will feature Mike
McNamara with a lecture titled “Humor,
Meaning, Metaphor in Quilts." The guild is
a non-profit educational association for quilters
of all skill levels. Anyone interested in
quilting may attend. For further information
about the guild or upcoming speakers, please
visit our website, http://
amadorvalleyquilters.org.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden
Club meets Thurs., Oct. 9, at 7:00 p.m. in
theAlisal School, multipurpose room, 1454
Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. Speaker is Bob
Case, who is on staff with the California
Invasive Plant Council, will address the
identification and problems of invasive plants.
He will also touch upon biologically sound
pest management. Visitors are welcome.
Please contact Sally at 417-8809.

Tri-Valley Chapter of the National
Federation of the Blind meets on Sat., Oct.
4, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Cafeteria Room
2 at Valley Memorial Hospital in Livermore,
1111 East Stanley Blvd. Do you know
anyone who is blind or is experiencing vision
loss? The organization can help people to
adjust. Any visually impaired or blind person
is urged to attend. Call, Carl, 449-9362.

Alameda County Legal Secretaries
Association and Livermore-Amador Val-
ley Legal Professionals Association will
hold a joint dinner meeting on Oct. 7, at 5:30
pm at the Radisson Hotel in Dublin.  Speaker
will be Loui Tucker on the topic, “Comput-
ers:  There Has Got To Be An Easier, More
Efficient Way!”   Cost is $25.  Contact
Sharon at (925) 447-1222.  Anyone in the
legal profession is welcome to attend.

The Power of Nightmares: The Rise of
the Politics of Fear, will be shown Sat., Oct.
11 at 6 p.m. at the IBEW Hall; 6250 Village
Parkway, Dublin. Meet & greet potluck
begins at 5:30 PM, while a short chat follows
film. This BBC documentary explores the
parallel origins of the neoconservative and the
Muslim extremist movements as reactions to
the liberal America of the 50’s and 60’s. For
more info., call 925-462-3459.

“Asha for Education: Dance to Give a
chance," is a fundraiser to be held Oct. 4 at
8 p.m. at Foothill High School in Pleasanton
in the multi-purpose room. Aarshi Vipani
and Prachi Naik are organizing the event,
Dandiya/Garba/Raas, which will feature live
music, food, jewelry, clothing, prizes for best
dancers and best dressed. Tickets are $10 per
person. Funds will help to provide education
to underprivileged children in India. For
Tickets Please Contact Prachi Naik (925)
640-3552 or Aarshi Vipani (925) 640-1460.
All Proceeds go to Asha for Education:
DoorStep Project.

Kids Oktoberfest, Sat., Oct. 4, 2 to 4
p.m. at the Dublin Heritage Center, 6600
Donlon Way. Celebration of German heritage
includes decorating pretzels, making alpine
hats and dolls and touring the graveyard.
Admission is $5 per child. Adults are free.
Museum admission and parking are free.

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA. Fish Fry in Dublin, Oct. 5, 5 p.m.,
RSVP to Hilda 398-8808 by Oct. 9. Birthday
dinner at Gianna's Restaurant in Livermore,
Oct. 12, 5 p.m., RSVP by Oct. 8 to Pat, 447-
7680. Frank Sinatra Night in Oakland, Oct.
17, 6:30 p.m. Columbo Club, open event,
information, Gino, 243-1282. Friendly bridge
in Dublin, Oct. 18, 1 p.m., Marge 828-5124.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring
Club, Sat., Oct. 4, 47 miles Dublin to Castro
Valley and Moraga Common, meet 9 a.m. at
Shannon Center, Peter Rathmann, 828-1973.
Sun., Oct. 5, 30 miles Orinda to Lafayette
over Three Bears and back, meet 9 a.m. at
Geppetto's, Claudia Ecklemann, 360-1446.
Wed., Oct. 8, 30 miles from Dublin to Castro
valley and through five canyons area, meet 9
a.m. at Shannon Center, Alaine Nadeau, 577-
6586. Anyone planning to go on a ride is
asked to call the leader for details on where
to meet and what to bring.

Book Sale, Friends of the Livermore
Library will hold the monthly book sale on
Sunday, Oct. 5, noon to 4 p.m. in front of the
former Library at 1000 So. Livermore Ave.
in Livermore. Fiction and nonfiction books,
magazines and audiovisuals are sold at deep
discounted prices and there will be a table of
free books. From 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. books will
be sold for $ 2  a shopping bag full of books.

Maasai Warrior Training feature
Maasai storytelling, singing in Swahili,
dancing and lessons in tribal chanting, ver-
tical leaping, native face painting and spear
throwing. Teaching will be East Africa Maasai
Warrior Sabore Ole Oiye, who is second-in-
command to the tribal chief (he lived in the
bush for 2 years honing his warrior skills
before returning to the village to pursue his
own education) and Hellen Nkuraiya, who
overcame a Maasai girlhood (she was circum-
cised, forbidden education and married off as
the fifth wife of a polygamist husband).
Maasai Warrior Trainings are open to the

(continued from page one) married for 75 years.
She is survived by her daugh-

ter, Dawn Gordner of Pleasanton,
grandson Randall (Gwen)
Gordner of Dublin, granddaugh-
ter Dianne (Jeff) French of Mis-
sion Viejo, and 5 great-grandsons:
Jaren, Kenner, and Triplets
Shane, Wade and Colton French,
all of Mission Viejo.

A Graveside Service will be
held for Katherine on Friday, Oct.
3 at 1:00 pm at Memory Gardens
Cemetery, Livermore, CA.

Arrangements by Callaghan
Mortuary.

public. A session will be held in Pleasanton
on Sat., Oct. 11 from 10 a.m. -4 p.m. in the
Masonic Center. Tickets are $25 child, $35
adult, $100 for a family four pack. Sabore and
Hellen will also guide kids in school assem-
blies and libraries throughout the Bay Area
during their stay. These events are private,
but open to the media. They are sponsored
by Asante Africa.Space is limited. Advance
tickets available online at
www.asanteafrica.org or by phone at (925)
292-0245.

Carnival and Safety Fair, Oct. 18 from
12-4. Arroyo Seco Elementary School an-
nual event. Traditional carnival games,
bouncy house, cotton candy, Dandy Dogs
will cater. Livermore-Pleasanton Fire
Deparment will have a fire truck at the fair.
The Police will bring the K9 unit and conduct
car seat checks. Safety Place will offer the
latest in safety supplies and disaster survival
kits. LifestyleRX will also be on hand to
offer tips and advice on all the latest trends
in keeping the family healthy and fit. Arroyo
Seco famlies will take part in a scarecrow
building contest. The creations will be on
display during the fair. Principal Barring and
the Arroyo Seco teachers will compete a
game show. Arroyo Seco, 1580 Irene Way,
Livermore. www.arroyosecoschool.com/
index.html

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, sponsoring a
candlelight vigil in front of the Museum on
Main, 603 Main Street, downtown Pleasan-
ton, Oct. 8, Wednesday, at 7 PM. The Vigil
will be followed immediately by a peaceful
march to City Hall. Those taking part in the
vigil will reflect on the human and monetary
costs of the war, honor veterans who have
sacrificed, and visualize ways of moving
beyond the conflict to a more peaceful world.
This is planned as a monthly event, the
second Wednesday of the month, as long as
necessary. All are invited.

Croce Family Flea Market, Sat., Oct.
4, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Croce Elementary
School, 5650 Scenic Ave., Livermore. Great
deals.

Ohlone Audubon, meets 7:30 p.m.
Tues., Oct. 7, Carlton Plaza of Fremont,
3800 Walnut Ave. Rudy Giles will present
a program on "The Natural History of the
Birds of Ecuador." Refreshments. Informa-
tion 510-507-3383.

Stuffed animals, The Hampton Inn
Livermore is collecting stuffed animals for
Good News Bears, a nonprofit based in
Livermore. The organization donates the
animals to children and adults everywhere
who are in need of solace, comfort and love
(www.goodnewsbears.org). Individuals or
organizations can place donations of stuffed
animals in a special box at the Hampton Inn,
2850 Constitution Dr., Livermore. Dona-
tions will be picked up by the Good News
Bears Oct. 7.

Danville-Alamo Branch of AAUW
will have a book signing for club member,
Paula Boswell, on Tues., Oct. 7 from 3-5 PM
at Shadow Hills Cabana at 1001 El Capitan
Dr. Danville. The public is invited. For more
information, please email president@ aauw-
da.org or call Tena at 837-0826. Paula
Boswell wrote No Ordinary Life: The True
Story of a Dutch Girl and An American
Marine.

Tutor Training and Orientation, The
Pleasanton Public Library needs adult vol-
unteers to provide free tutoring to adults who
want to improve reading, writing, and En-
glish speaking skills. Tutors have flexible
hours, volunteer once a week and we supply
all materials. Training and orientation 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat., Oct. 4. Tutor qualifica-
tions are: a t least 18 years old, average
reading and writing skills, interest in helping
another adult. No teaching experience needed.
Please call to register for the Project Read
orientation. For more information, call Janice
Bauman, 931-3411 or email
jbauman@ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Walk-a-thon Fund-raiser, Family
event sponsored by Sisters in Service, East
Bay Chapter on Sunday, Oct 5,  to support
destitute and oppressed women and children
in India, at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park,
Pleasanton. Come any time between 12.30
- 3pm. Suggested Registration $15/ person,
$30/per family. Lunch included in registra-
tion fee, games & music.
www.sistersinservice.org, http://
www.ebparks.org/parks/shadow_cliffs More
info call Gloria Gregory @ 925-998-3785  

All Aboard the ACE Train! Looking

for things to do and places to go? Let the ACE
Train take the stress out of driving. ACE
offers convenient departures every weekday
morning from Pleasanton/Livermore to the
Santa Clara and San Joaquin Valleys. Learn
to use the ACE Train Services. Program at the
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd.,
Tuesday, Oct. 14, 10am to 11:30am, $1.50
Residents/$2 Non-residents.

The Livermore Scottish Country Danc-
ers invite beginners to start attending classes
anytime this Oct.. Learn to dance lively jigs,
driving reels, and elegant strathspeys to the
traditional and contemporary folk music of
Scotland. Cost is $5 or less per session, first
time free. Adult beginners class meets every
Monday, 7:45 to 10:00 PM, at Veterans
Memorial Hall, 522 South L Street, Liver-
more. Children’s class (ages 6 to 18) and adult
social classes meet Fridays from 7:00 to 9:00
PM at the Valley School of Dance Theater,
2247 Suite B Second Street, Livermore.
Please contact Sheena MacQueen (447-1833)
or Michael Gregg (413-3633).

Crab feed, Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 6298 will be holding a Crab Feed,
Saturday Oct. 11, 6 pm at the Veterans
Memorial Building 301 Main Street. Pro-
ceeds will be used to help send “Care Pack-
ages” to deployed troops. Cost $35. Call
Larry Jackson at 462-0788.

Organizing Your Office: More Time
and Profit, class offered through Las Positas
College. Sat., Oct. 11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 3000
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Registration
$79 plus $25 book fee. 424-1467;
www.laspositascollege.edu.communityed

RELIGION
St. Michael’s/St. Charles’ Monday

Night Bible Study Group for “Celebrating
the Mass,” through Nov. 3, 2008 on Monday
evenings from 7:30 -9:15 pm at St. Charles’
Pope John XXIII Room, 1315 Lomitas Ave.,
Livermore. Focus will be on the different
sections of the Mass and how it developed
from the scriptural text. For more informa-
tion contact Julie at upcatholic@aol.com or
447-4549 ext 114. There is a donation of $10
for materials.

10 Great Dates, Couples seeking to
enrich their marriage experience can join 10
Great Dates any Saturday evening through
Nov. 15 at Centerpointe Church in Pleasan-
ton. Sessions begin at 6 p.m. with a video
presentation covering the evening’s discus-
sion. Couples leave by 6:30 p.m. for their
date. All evenings are designed to stand alone
so there is no attendance requirement. Com-
plimentary child-care is provided for children
nine and under. The fee is $20 for the
workbook that covers the 10 sessions. For
additional information, please call
Centerpointe at 925-846-4436 or see
www.centerpointechurch.info.

Key Principles of Social Justice & the
November Election is the presentation on
Tuesday, Oct. 14 at 7:30-9:00 pm at St.
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, 1315
Lomitas Ave., in Livermore that kicks off the
2007-2008 L.I.F.E. (Lessons in Faith Expe-
riences) adult education series. Fr. Dan
Danielson, will speak on the key principles
of Social Justice and the moral priorities to
consider when you go to the polls. This is
your opportunity to not only learn about
social justice, but to ask questions. The
presentation is open to all in the community.
A $5.00 free will donation is suggested to
offset speaker fees. Julie at
upcatholic@aol.com or 447-4549 ext 114.

National Day of Prayer for Mental
Illness Recovery and Understanding,
Tues., Oct. 7, bipolar disorder awareness day
Oct. 9. Oct. 7 evening begins at 7 p.m. It
includes special resource speakers, question
and answer forum, prayer and refreshments.
Discovery Church, a Church of the Nazarene,
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Open to
all. Speakers are clinical psychologist Dr.
David Day, and ValleyCare Health System
community educator, Theresa Cleaver.
www.NAMI.org and
www.FaithNet.Nami.org.

4th annual Autumn Quiet Day, a day
of reflection and peace centered around the
labyrinth. Sat., Oct. 11, 2008 10:00 am to
3:00 pm Led by Judy Hughes, Marriage and
Family Therapist and labyrinth facilitator.
Cost: $15 for materials - Bring a bag lunch
– Drinks will be provided. First Presbyterian
Church of Livermore, 2020 Fifth Street
(Corner of 4th and L Streets), Livermore. For
more information call Judy Hughes at 925-
485-2524.
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Pleasanton Rage
Pleasanton Rage’s U14 Division 3

Orange team girls rode a wave of victories
straight to the championship title at the Santa
Cruz Classic last weekend. Allowing only
one goal through three preliminary games,
the undefeated Pleasanton team drowned
Mid-County Strikers hopes for a hometown
win in the final game of the two day tourna-
ment with a decisive 2-0 shut out. Coach Dan
Copenhagen credits his team’s cohesive play
for the strong tournament showing. “It was
an outstanding team effort from start to finish
- the girls kept the pressure on and the energy
up throughout all four games.” Goalies Kasey
Jensen and Katie Bindert protected the goal
in near flawless style, while Kennedy
Poplawski and Rachel Kapp showed excep-
tional offensive play, with Kapp scoring both
goals of the championship game. The Scott’s
Valley tournament win continues the D3
Orange team’s winning streak - undefeated
since the season’s start earlier this month.

Rage U13AC played in the On Your Toes
tournament and made it through to the semi-
final round, placing 4th in Gold bracket. First
game against MVLA Hurricanes was 1-1,
with Rage scoring off a corner kick from
Hannah Jackson, with assist from Mathea
Turkalj, Sami Williams and finally Rebecca
Dumanski. Rage won second game against
CV Explosion 2-1, Mathea Turkalj scored in
the first half and Keli Wheatley came through
with a late goal to win the game. Third game
against Livermore Fury was a hard fought 0-
0 tie with defenders Lauren Fan, Marisa
Riordan and Evan Murphy and goal keeper
Olivia Brown leading the way. Semi-final
game against Stanford Typhoons was a nail
biter with offense of Keli Wheatley, Molly
Grozier, Melissa Muller and Hannah Stapp
working their way down field. It was a battle
of defense, but Stanford scored in the final
minutes of the game for a loss to Rage. Top
Offensive Players: Hannah Jackson, Hannah
Stapp, Anjali Rai, Melissa Muller. Top
Defensive Players: Lauren Fan, Paige Hughes,
Dani Leedeman, Evan Murphy, Marisa
Riordan.

DIVISION 4:
Under-6: The Dominoes played a very

tough game against the Daffodils, with very
strong offensive plays by Makena Allen,
Melissa Garcia, and Julia Smith, each scoring
at least two goals. Olga Merkadeau, Celeste
Sadler, Marina Garcia and Shay McIntyre
were strong defensive players.

Top Offensive Players: Makena Allen,
Melissa Garcia, Julia Smith, Dominoes;
Emily Sanchez, Olivia Martin, Dynamites;
Nicole Brownen, Rachel Hogarty, Maggie
Nostrand, Dashers; Naya Ubungen, Megan
Rovira, Peyton Pozzi, Diamonds; Sophia
Minnite, Kate Derham, Ella Camp, Doodle-
bugs;

Top Defensive Players: Olga Merkadeau,
Celeste Sadler, Marina Garcia, Dominoes;
Bailey Pierce, Gabby Lehrmann, Dynamites;
Alexis Barerra, Victoria Frentz, Emily
Cassetti, Dashers; Sruthi Kalavacherla, Grace
Jeffries, Meaghan Penrice, Diamonds; Eva
Bull, Risa, Isabella, Doodlebugs;

Under-7: The Tornados played a fantas-
tic game against the Toucans in what proved
to be a very hot day. Dominique Darius
played an aggressive game scoring four goals.
Lili Manos and Zoe “I’m on fire” Morgenroth
each scored one. Tough offensive plays were
demonstrated by DeLaney Soble and Savana
Sadler with many attempts at goals. Top
Offensive Players: Dominique Darius, Zoe
Morgenroth, Lili Manos, Tornados; Top
Defensive Players: DeLaney Soble, Savana
Sadler, Zoe Morgenroth, Tornados;

Under-8: The Mustangs and Mavericks
played a scorching game on a scorching day.
It was a very hard fought game with lots of
impressive interlinked play from defense to
midfield through to the forwards. Great
passing by Emily Esparza and Karin McCarty.
Top Offensive Players: Cami Lane, Molly
Griston, Emma Klopatek, Mustangs; Makena
Densmore, Hannah Sevilla, Madison
Hildebrand, M&M’s; Top Defensive Play-
ers: Emily Esparza, Karin McCarty, Kaitlyn
Sweeney, Mustangs; Madelyn Rovira, Donna
Kellar, Breanna Olberg, M&M’s.

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer

Club (BUSC) U17 travelled to Clovis this
weekend to play in the Odyssey Soccer
Club’s “Academy Cup Tournament” After a
hard fought battle again familiar rivals,
especially Merced, they finished first in their
bracket, and went on to beat local home
opponents Walnut Creek in the final.

Game 1 (ACC Mavericks) 2 - 0 Alex
Blidy (Nick Littleton) Alex Laughton (Nick
Littleton).

Game 2 (Almaden) 1 - 2 Alex Laughton.\\
Game 3 (Merced) 2 - 0 Alika Okamitsu

(Adam Keaveney) Alika Okamitsu.
Final (Walnut Creek) 4 - 1 Alex Laughton

(Adam Keaveney) Alika Okamitsu Alex
Laughton ( Andrew Noble) Brandon Smith.

The Pleasanton Ballistic Black un-
der-19 boys Al Caffodio team captured first
place in the 2008 BUSC Fall Harvest tour-
nament over the weekend at Pleasanton,
California. The Ballistic won 3-0 over the
South San Jose Clash in the Championship.

Ballistic dominated every game allow-
ing one goal while scoring 16. Goalie Niko
Lecco turned in a fine performance. Lecco had
several saves and prevented a penalty kick
against the CV Storm to preserve the shut out.
Strong defense was led by Stephen Ralowski,
Eric Brunnett, Patrick Yee, Kevin Phillips,
and Brandon Lee. Solid mid-field plays by
Aaron Lek, Mason Ridgway, Julio Gomez,
Tyler Copeman, and Brian Johnston. The
front line was led by David Norton, Justin
Dorsey, Nathan Roberts, and Jonathan
Ramirez.

Ballistic started the tournament Saturday
with a 4-0 win over the SCC3 Aptos Strikers.
Norton striked quickly with a fine kick from
goalie Lecco to give Ballistic a 1-0 lead in the
first half. Roberts had two goals in the second
half with assists from Ridgway and Stephen
LaCommare. Gomez scored from a fine pass
by Norton to round out the scoring.

In Saturday’s second game, Ballistic
defeated the Newark International 6-1. Norton
again scored quickly on a through ball early
in the game. Norton scored again from a pass
down the middle by Lek. Moments later,
Norton returned the favor by feeding Lek.
Robert joined the scoring by punching in a
pass from Norton. Robert headed in another
goal, and Phillips scored from Ridgway’s
feed to finish the route.

Ballistic went undefeated in pool play
winning 3-0 on Sunday over the CV Storm.
Dorsey scored from a Ridgway pass from the
right goal line. Dorsey scored again off a
Robert’s shot. Nick Navarini rounded out the
scoring with a blast from 25 yard out.

Ballistic dominated the Clash in the
Championship. Norton scored from
Copeman’s pass to give Ballistic a 1-0 half
time lead. Norton finished the game with a
hat trick, with assists from Roberts, and
Phillips.

The U19 White went 1-1-1 in the BUSC
Fall Harvest Classic. Game one was against
Los Gatos. The White pushed hard from the
get-go and their hard work paid off. Matt
Vieira drove the right sideline and got a cross
off into the box. The LG keeper couldn’t
handle it, and Bryan Bui doggedly staying

with it, an powered it home for the lead. In
the second half, Michael Ubaldi played a ball
out of the back to Brett Smith, who led Nik
Thompson perfectly into space. Thompson’s
cross was cleaned up by Edris Bemanian for
the goal just before the GK cleaned up Edris.
Shane Schvaneveldt shut down their target
player, and the White came away with a 2-0
victory. Game two was a dogged battle with
the SASC Stallions. Mike Tomin and Alex
Martinez took turns playing Houdini, make
the Stallion’s striker disappear. Ably sup-
porting their defense was Spencer Miller,
Kevin Shadd, and Ubaldi. The White had a
few great chances on set plays, including one
late where they hit the post, and the game
finished 0-0.

Game 3 vs Team Yosemite was another
battle. Needing to win to advance, the White
pressed the action, including almost scoring
seconds after the opening kickoff of the
second half and tinkering with the attack to
find matchups. GK Evan Zolfarelli made 3
big saves in the first half to keep the game
scoreless. About 10 minutes into the second
half however, Team Yosemite was the first to
break through. After a White foul just inside
the center half line, their midfielder launched
a shot which made it’s way in for the 1-0 lead.
The White continued to press, leaving Nick
Anderson, Martinex, Mike Tomin, and com-
pany continually exposed. They did incred-
ible work to keep the score as it was, but the
White could only get Team Yosemite to
bend, not break, and they dropped a 1-0 game.

Ballistic United U12 played in the
Battle of the Bay Soccer Tournament this past
weekend and came away with win, a tie and
one loss. In the first game Ballistic fought a
hard fought battle against Mustang and lost
1-0. In the second game Ballistic fell behind
2-0 against Diablo. In the second half Ballis-
tic scored twice. Gabe Thurner did a fancy
move and scored the first goal. Salvador
Morales placed a great ball to Stephen
Dougherty who scored the second goal for
Ballistic. The defense of Cameron Casby,
Collin Alexander, Blaze Perko, Daniel Payne,
Collin Blaney and Daniel Rodriguez, shut
down Diablo in the second half. Final score
2-2. In the final game on Sunday Ballistic
played Livermore Clash and won 9-1. Scor-
ing came from Sahit Menon, Salvadore
Morales, Alex Krause, Daniel Payne, Cameron
Casby and Daniel Rodriguez. Collin
Richardson, Dylan Tuell and Justin Taylor,
did a great job distributing the ball to open
players. It was a total team effort by all the
players the entire tournament. Top Offensive
Players: Sahit Menon, Alex Krause, Stephen
Dougherty, Salvadore Morales, Collin
Richardson, Justin Taylor. Top Defensive
Players: Cameron Casby, Collin Alexander
Blaz Perko, Daniel Payne, Daniel Rodriguez.

DIVISION 4
Under-9: The entire Dynamos team was

on fire. Goals were scored by Bradley Ancora,
Jack Harker and Jaden Sheppard. Also on
offense were Jin Young and Omar Qureshi.
On defense, James Du, Alvin Kim, Jemery
Mast, Donovan Brunk Jr, and Ryan Hughes,
all played flawlessly. Most of all, Jaden
Sheppard was awesome scoring goals and
playing tight defense. As a halfback, he was
everywhere.

Under-7: After playing the first three
games of the season short handed, the
Slammers had their first game this week with
a full team of players. This team of boys gave
it their all and worked well together as a team.
Jeffrey Wisoff scored a goal for the Slammers,
while Dante DeBenedetto, Jason Brown,
Kyle Biven, Rohan Arora and Lukas Arellano
made excellent attempts and just barely
missed scoring for the team. The Slammers
had great defense on Saturday as well. All of
the players rotated the position of goalie for
the game; as to get a break from the scorching
heat. Jason Brown, Dante DeBenedetto, Kyle
Biven and Jeffery Wisoff were great goalies
in Saturday’s game as they fended off many
goal attempts from the Spartans. Top Offen-
sive Players: Jeffrey Wisoff, Lukas Arellano,
Rohan Arora - Slammers Will Bosse, Jeremy
Goodwin, Kaleb Real - Stealth; Top Defen-
sive Players: Dante DeBenedetto, Kyle Biven,
JJ Rodriguez - Slammers; Tanner Fehrmann,
Allan Ard, Landon Candler - Stealth.

Livermore Youth Soccer
Livermore Youth Soccer League results:
Livermore Elite Soccer Hi-Comp, Di-

vision-1, Gold U-19 Girls Livermore Arse-
nal (5) vs SACalifornia Northstars B (0)
Game Summary & Highlights: The Girls U-
19 Livermore Arsenal continued its weekend
dominance by defeating the SACalifornia
NorthStars 5-0 Sunday afternoon while visting
San Lorenzo. The game was controlled by the
Arsenal from start to finish as the Arsenal out-
shot and out-scored their opponent. Logan
LeVan started early with the day’s first goal.
Brigette Sohn played strong throughout the
day and scored two goals for the Aresenal.
Christi Wallace and Jennifer Trask each
scored a goal after brilliant bursts of speed
towards and through defenders.

The Livermore Elite Fury U13 D1 girls
used strong defense and goalkeeping to
capture 2nd place in the Gold division of the
Hannah Welker Memorial Tournament.

The Fury scored in the first 30 seconds
of its opening match versus the Central
Valley Explosion when Jenna Hatch crossed
the ball to Alison Pierson who dribbled to the
left of her defender and pushed the ball to the
right of the goalie. The Fury continued to
apply pressure as Elyse Codiroli had a good
shot on goal and Brittany Ahrbeck had a stong
run down the right side. The Fury defense
played well , led by Ryley Landreth, Amanda

Fairclough and&nbsp; Morgan Brandt, as
they challenged the Explosion forwards and
cleared the ball out of the box. Livermore had
good offensive play in the second half from
Kaitlyn Bulhoes and Erin Winegarner. With
eight minutes remaining, the Explosion
finally tied the game on a high ball that went
just over the Fury keeper.&nbsp; Livermore
had a couple of last second runs but had to
settle for a 1-1 tie.

 Livermore played a strong MVLA Hur-
ricanes team in the second game. MVLA did
a nice job of working the ball down the field
to put pressure on the Fury defense through-
out the contest. Once again, Livermore held
with steady fullback and goalkeeping play.
This time, the Fury scored late in the second
half on an own goal because of Fury pressure
in front of the goal, led by Elise Falgout. The
Fury held on for a 1-0 victory.

 Livermore battled the Pleasanton Rage
for a spot in the championship game. The
Fury controlled the first half and had some
nice offensive runs from Rebekah Johnson.
In the second half, Alyssa Stevenson played
well on both offense and defense and Beth
McCall played excellently in goal, including
a couple of key saves late in the contest.
Although the game ended in a 0-0 tie,
Livermore won the tiebreaker and advanced
to the finals.

 In the championship match against the
EDYSL Storm, the Fury dominated early.
Skyler Kriz had a couple of good shots and
Hatch, Johnson and Pierson also had shots.
The Storm responded in the second half and
put more pressure on the Fury defense.
However, Landreth, Fairclough and Brandt
continued to deny Storm scoring chances.
With eleven minutes remaining, the Storm
broke the tie on a quick turn and shot deep in
the box. The Fury countered but could not
find the equalizer as the Storm goalie played
well. Despite the loss, the Fury finished
second among the eight teams in its division.

 Hi-Comp, Division-3, Bronze U-14
Girls Arsenal (10) vs. Vacaville
Thunderwolves (0) Offense: Annette Ramirez,
Megan Thompson, Jaymie Lewis Defense:
Jennie Harmison, Karley Luce, Rachel
Tabaracci. Arsenal was on fire with a 10-0
win. Goals were made by many of the girls
on the team, in this game of great offense.
Newcomer, Annette Ramirez, made her 1st
goal as a high-comp player, with a fantastic
kick. The girls’ passing game looked great,
as they really worked together as a cohesive
unit

Cal Rush Frenzy (5) vs. Arsenal (2)
Offense: Jenny Smith, Kaela Moehnle, Kaley
Olsen Defense: Holly Lamb, Rachel Tabaracci,
Gabi Macias Goals & Assists: Julie Walsh
(G), Kaela Moehnle (G), Jenny Smith (A)
Game Summary & Highlights: Arsenal fought
hard in their 1st game of the Livermore
tournament but came up short. Jenny Smith
was all over the field and made a perfect assist,
so that Julie Walsh was able to make a strong
kick for the goal. Kaela Moehnle kicked a
booming shot from across the field, to come
up with the 2nd goal of the game. After
returning from an ankle injury, Rachel
Tabaracci came in to play a strong defensive
game. Great defense was also played by Holly
Lamb and Gabi Macias.

 Hi-Comp, Division-1, Gold U-11 Boys
Walnut Creek Blazers (4) vs. Livermore Elite
Hurricanes (1) Offense: Carl Amacker, Aria
Korehi, Blazers; Luis Ceja, Jacob Rakestraw,
Zabrisky Roland, Hurricanes Defense: Noah
Gartside, Blazers; Arnold Avila, Tim Gibson,
Kevin Gilmore, Ross Wohlgemuth, Hurri-
canes Goals & Assists: Carl Amacker (G),
Aria Korehi (2G), Noah Gartside (G), Blaz-
ers; Luis Ceja (G), Jacob Rakestraw (A),
Hurricanes. Elite Hurricanes played the Wal-
nut Creek Blazers in the Fall Harvest Classic
Tournament in Pleasanton this weekend. The
game stared with a great drive with Luis
Ceja’s pass to Jacob Rakestraw who passed
to Zabrisky Roland who scored the first goal
for Livermore in the first few minutes. There
were a few great attempts by Luis. Tim
Gibson, Kevin Gilmore and Arnold Avila
played some great defense. Jacob Dayton had
some nice dives as goalie. The Blazers scored
4 goals and beat the Hurricanes 4-1.

Livermore Elite Soccer Division I -
Boys U17 The Livermore Elite Force took
home the Second Place tournament award
from Clovis this weekend after play in the
Odyssey Academy Cup. In game one the boys
from Livermore shut out the Walnut Creek
Warriors with a score of 2-0. To get things
started Jeff Felker sent out a beautiful cross
that was almost a goal in itself and Zach
Addington was perfectly positioned to finish
it off. On another cross, this time from Peter
Cabeceiras to the foot of Joiss Pastor, the
Force went up by two. Joseph Van Fossen,
Cody Lutz and Jared Silver on Livermore
defense, denied Walnut Creek the chance to
score. Kyle Kline controlled the center feed-
ing the ball back to the offense, where
Brandon Bauer, Alex Gonzalez and Silvano
Lopez were waiting to create more scoring
opportunities for Livermore. In game two the
Force played to a 2-0 loss against West Valley
FC Elite, who they would ultimately take on
again in the tournament Championship game.
West Valleys fast and agile offense along with
a solid defense proved to be more than
Livermore could handle on a hot Fresno
afternoon. Game three was a match up be-
tween the Elite Force and their hometown
partner team FC Livermore United in a semi
final game to determine who would advance
to the Championship round and who would
go home to Livermore a little earlier than
hoped. In the first half the Force seemed to
be on their game with Zach addington, Nick

Crusco and Brandon Bauer leading the charge
to Uniteds net. Well into the first half of a still
scoreless game, the Force benefited from a
penalty call when Peter Cabeceiras converted
the PK and put his team on top by one. After
the half United came out firing, dominating
for much of the rest of the game and taking
some beautiful shots on goal. The Forces
goalie Peter Morrow, was a “beast keeper”
making several spectacular deflections and
saves that kept them in the game. Inspired by
their keepers outstanding performance, the
Force tightened things up and with help from
Jeff Felker, Cody Lutz and Scott Trummer on
defense and Kyle Kline and Eric Smyth at
mid, held on for the 1-0 win.

RECREATIONAL LEAGUE
Livermore Youth Soccer League Rec-

Plus, Emerald U-12 Girls Livermore Vi-
pers (1) vs. San Ramon United (1) Offense:
Hayley Segundo, Brianna Lima, Samantha
Trask, Emilie Allum, Vipers Defense: Rachel
Jelenic, Jenna Donson, Carly Grossano,
Annika Landreth, Kayla Lindsay, Vipers
Goals & Assists: Hayley Segundo (G),
Vipers; Laura Kinney (G), United. On a
blistering hot day well into the 90’s the
Vipers travelled to San Ramon to take on the
United who they had lost to in a tournament
championship game last month in San Ra-
mon. After falling behind by a goal midway
through first half the Vipers struck back and
tied the score when Hayley Segundo blasted
a shot into the back of the net with five
minutes remaining in the game. The Vipers
then exerted extreme pressure and and rattled
off numerous shots but time ran out with the
score tied 1-1. The Vipers’ Rachel Jelenic
(GK) had at outstanding game making saves
from every angle possible. The Vipers are
now 4-1-1 and are in a good position to
challenge for top spot in the league.

 Rec-Plus, Emerald U-12 Boys Liver-
more FC (2) vs. Mustang Comets (0) Of-
fense: Max Wigginton, Sal Opipari, Devon
Shortridge, Livermore; Fraser Burrell, Chris
Thompson, Soren Esfehani, Mustang De-
fense: Thomas Triantos, Blake Richards,
Weston Nale, Livermore; Nolan Babarta,
Jeremy Lung, and Dylan Rothfield, Mustang
Goals & Assists: Dominic Mingione (G),
Eric Lopez (G), Livermore

Livermore FC (3) vs. San Ramon Pan-
thers (0) Offense: Thomas Triantos, Brandon
Brocklesby, and Max Wigginton, Liver-
more; Amir Sagafi, Justin Napper, and Kevin
Sires, San Ramon Defense: Manuel Lopez,
Logan Brist, and Sebastian Gomez, Liver-
more; Matt Snyder, Michael Montero, and
Joe Laux, San Ramon Goals & Assists: Max
Wigginton (2G) Brandon Brocklesby (2A),
Thomas Triantos (PK), Livermore. Liver-
more FC redeemed themselves by winning
today after a very tough but exciting game.
Brandon took a corner-kick which arched just
in front of the goal to a waiting Max
Wigginton to score early in the first half. Max
scored again in the first half on a cross from
Brandon, and shortly thereafter, Thomas
Triantos was fouled and scored on a penalty
kick.

Livermore Youth Soccer League Girls
Division 4, Copper U-19 Girls Traveling
House San Ramon Tournament Game 1:
Livermore Predators (1) vs. (1) Rage
Ladyhawks (1) Game 2: CV Navy Seals (2)
vs. Livermore Predators (1) Game 3: Mus-
tang Cyberrays (4) vs. Livermore Predators
(0). The Livermore Predators traveled to the
San Ramon Tournament and encountered
good competition on very, damp fields where
players lost their footing and the ball became
sodden and had a mind of its own. Despite
this, the teams were able to get a number of
shots on goal. In Game 1 the Ladyhawks got
a goal called back on an offside call, but
managed to get another one into the net at the
19-minute mark. Melissa Lau for the Preda-
tors answered back two minutes later with a
goal to tie the score and the game. In Game
2 Predators’ Katrina Hickman planted a sure-
footed shot in the net on a PK resulting from
a handball inside the penalty box at the 18-
minute mark. Three minutes later the Navy
Seals tied the score going into the half. The
game looked like it would end in a tie until
the closing minutes of the game when the
Navy Seals placed another ball into the net,
and despite several more attempts, the Preda-
tors were unable to counter. In Game 3, the
Pred ators had approximately the same num-
ber of shots on goal as their opponents, The
Cyberrays, but were unable to score and came
off the field with a 4-0 loss.

U-14 Girls Force (1) vs. The Pack (0)
Offense: Kaila Silver, Savanna Dixon, Erica
Garcia, Force; Cassie Dukes, Valerie Sommer,
Christina Guilford, Pack Defense: Sarah
Amorin, Breonna Burrell, Jessica Kendro,
Force; Supriya Sohal, Lauren Sweeney, Malani
Hibbard, Pack Goals & Assists: Kaila Silver
(G), Rebecca Hyde (A), Force

Livermore Lighting (2) vs. Storm (0)
Offense: Kirsten Mork, Brandy Guillen,
Anna Murphy, Lighting; Shelby McNeil,
Renee Lind, Nicole Schneider, Storm De-
fense: Hannah Stepanek, Grace Grimm,
Tatiana Jansen, Lighting; Taylor Lind,
Katherin Brunan, Victoria Parker, Storm
Goals & Assists: Brandy Guillen (G), Anna
Murphy (A); Kirsten Mork (G), Lighting

Force (1) vs. The Storm (0) Offense:
Madison Phippen, Chelsea Manuel, Samantha
DeSilva, Force; Shelby McNeil, Nichol
Schneider, Taylor Lind, Storm Defense:
Samantha Erickson, Erica Garcia, Jessica
Kendro, Force; Ranee Lind, Tory Parker,
Kathrine Bruan, Storm Goals & Assists:
Michaela Molina, Force (G).

 U-12 Girls Fierce Pandas (2) vs. Thun-
derbolts (2) Offense: Sarah Persson,Leah
Becker, Pandas; Avery Harker, Jorden
Stewart, Thunderbolts Defense: Liliana
Montes,Katrina Elmore, Pandas; Kasyn
Fisher,Dezirae Lamberly, Thunderbolts Goals
& Assists: Sarah Persson (G), Leah Becker
(G), Pandas; Avery Harker (G), Jorden Stewart
(G), Thunderbolts

The Force (2) vs. Hot Tamales (0) Of-
fense: Jessica Irwin (2G), Amanda Stanford,
Hayley Warren, Force; Anna Wolfson, Shelby
Rocereto, Tamales Defense: Mackenzie
Schley, Kayla Sheppod, Cirin Cassarino,
Force; Katie Reddick, Sydney Gibbins, Ta-
males

Jaguars (3) vs. Fireballs (0) Offense: Jade
Ayres, Megan Fairbanks, Victoria Winter,
Jaguars; Shannon Holt, Bryce Jones, Molly
Stolz, Fireballs Defense: Sarah Bettencourt,
Lainey Hibbard, Peyton Woelk, Jaguars;
Jessie Cahill, Tessa Clark, Katherine Rowe,
Fireballs Goals & Assists: Victoria Winter
(2G), Megan Fairbanks (G), Jaguars

The Force (2) vs. Cyclones (1) Offense:
Amanda Stafford, Carmen Best, Christy
Bryant, Force; Kelsey Pettis, Taylor Lawsen,
Madeline Hyde, Cyclones Defense:
Mackenzie Schley, Jessica Irwin, Alexis
Daldegan, Force; Diana Aguilar, Nicole
Koning, Cierra Wiedner, Cyclones

 U-10 Girls Killer Bees (1) vs. Fireballs
(1) Offense: Lauryn Schmitt, Lindsay Welles,
Chloe Rodriguez, Bees; Delaney Foote,
Jenny Kovisto, Katie Schloming, Fireballs
Defense: Chaila Grimm, Jordan Gewing-
Mullins, Shannon Blockley , Bees; Missy
Nunes, Brianna Moncada, Brianna Estevez,
Fireballs Goals & Assists: Chloe Rodriguez
(G), Amanda Eijansantos (A), Bees; Jenny
Kovisto (G), Fireballs

Killer Bees (1) vs. Fireballs (1) Offense:
Lauryn Schmitt, Lindsay Welles, Chloe
Rodriguez, Bees; Delaney Foote, Jenny
Kovisto, Katie Schloming, Fireballs De-
fense: Chaila Grimm, Jordan Gewing-
Mullins, Shannon Blockley , Bees; Missy
Nunes, Brianna Moncada, Brianna Estevez,
Fireballs Goals & Assists: Chloe Rodriguez
(G), Amanda Eijansantos (A), Bees; Jenny
Kovisto (G), Fireballs

Killer Bees (5) vs. Panthers (0) Offense:
Amanda Eijansantos, Lauren Stuart, Chloe
Rodriguez, Bees; Laura Duterte, Olivia
Sekany, Kailey McFadden, Panthers De-
fense: Jamie Zogaric, Chaila Grimm, Madi-
son Gannon, Bees; Avalan Amaral, Tiaja
Andrews, Tessa Nafzinger, Panthers Goals &
Assists: Chloe Rodriguez (3G), Amanda
Eijansantos (G), Lauren Stuart (G), Bees.
Lauren Stuart scored her first goal of the
season to lead the Killer Bees in a 5-0 win vs.
The Panthers in a well played game by both
teams.

 U-9 Girls Goal Getters (1) vs. Soccer
Puppies (0) Offense: Riley Shepard, Katie
Marcel, Amanda Czapkay, Getters; Alexis
Salazar, Riley Male, Sophia St. Clair, Pup-
pies Defense: Kylie Moore, Bella Miano,
Olivia Volponi, Getters; Sophia Krafcik,
Destiny Bandy, Sarah Morgan, Puppies
Goals & Assists: Katie Marcel (G), Getters

Soccer Wizards (2) vs. Fireballs (2)
Offense: Taylor Petersen, Alyssa Sausen,
Kyla Tregear, Wizards; Lindsay Gill, Miriam
Brown, Raegan Demo, Fireballs Defense:
Elizabeth Waibel, Faith Nordvik, Sophia
Sarkis, Wizards; Gaby Correa, Tyler Lee,
Audrey Redell, Fireballs Goals & Assists:
Taylor Petersen (2G), Kyla Tregear (A),
Alyssa Sausen (A), Wizards; Miriam Brown
(2G), Lindsay Gill (A), Fireballs

Sparklers (3) vs. Soccer Sharks (2) Of-
fense: Nitzia Gonzalez, Maggie Sneed, Zaibaa
Fakiri, Sparklers; Sierra Deane, Alize Rizzo,
Emme Poe, Sharks Defense: Maddie Stewart,
Laura DiSimone, Emma Zika, Sparklers;
Madison Jackson, Maya Pillon, Rachel
Sylwester, Sharks Goals & Assists: Nitzia
Gonzalez (2G), Alyssa Feliciano (G), Spar-
klers; Sierra Deane (G), Emme Poe (A),
Taylor Sullivan (G), Sharks

Lightning Girls (2) vs. Shooting Stars
(1) Offense: Claire Andersen, Sydney Duncan,
Emily Hewitt, Girls; Marley Lake, Arianna
Salcido, Heather Woelk, Stars Defense: Maria
Rodriguez, Adriana Dixon, Kristen Heise,
Girls; Amelia Sobrepena, Grace Stanford,
Mariah Ortiz, Stars Goals & Assists: Claire
Andersen (G), Sydney Duncan (G), Girls;
Marley Lake (G), Andrea Sommer (A), Stars

Lightning Girls (3) vs. Fuego (1) Of-
fense: Christina Saunders, Syndey Duncan,
Lightning; Sienna Gibbs, Fuego Defense:
Ariana Dixon, Kristen Heise, Lightning;
Katie Fournier, Chelsea Warner, Fuego Goals
& Assists: Alicia Olquin (G), Sydney Duncun
(G), Claire Andersen (G), Maria Olquin (A),
Lightning; : Sienna Gibbs (G), Fuego. Both
teams played hard, with the Lightning Girls
pulling ahead in the final moments of the
game. Lightning Girls’ Christina Saunders
diplayed amazing speed and kept the ball
close to the Fuego goal. The game was tied
when Sydney Duncan kicked in the goal to
give the Lightning Girls the lead. Great
defense all the way around by Ariana Dixon
and Kristen Heise. The Fuego’s never gave up
and displayed strong defense with Chelsea
Warner (GK) stopping several tough shots at
goal. The Fuego’s Katy Fournier displayed
strong defensive skills.

 U-8 Girls Mustangs vs. Mud Kittens
Offense: Hayley Thompson, Kendall
Yamamoto, Leah Kline, Mustangs; Kaitlin
Krakoski,Kate Hottinger, Taylor Stamps,
Kittens Defense: Abby Andrews,Lindsey
Philips, Megan Mossinger, Mustangs;
Jamison Gray, Shelby Clark, Lauren Farraut,
Kittens

Fire Breathing Dolphins vs. Tasmanien
Devils Offense: Lyndsay Jones, Jazmin Lopez,
Dolphins; Kayla McClendon, Peyton Fields,
Devils Defense: TylerRene Enderlien, Julia
Rocha, Dolphins; Nicole Fairbanks, Jonessa
Sanchez, Devils

Earthquakes vs. Bombers Offense: Ryan
Mitchell, Ryan Stear, Ethan Dreger, Earth-
quakes; Colby Brocklesby, Ryan McCusker,
Evan Vasconcellos, Bombers Defense: Ty
Bothwell-Mitlitsky, Aidan Neely, Nathan
Frazier, Earthquakes; Adam Lagodzinski,
Gabriel Parish, Roberto Iacomini, Bombers

Wildcats vs. Rattlesnakes Offense: Lauren
Moore, Bridgette Meyer, Wildcats; Abby
Fraser, Kennedy Griffin, Rattlesnakes De-
fense: Sarah Wenzel, Amber Thomas, Wild-
cats; Stephanie Boschee, Tally Soto, Rattle-
snakes

Blazing Stars vs. Dashing Dogz Offense:
Kylie Muzzall, Jodi Bryant, Alyssah
McCollum, Stars; Melanie Laronde, Makenna
Howell, Aleiya Whitehead, Dogz Defense:
Rachel Myers, Kyra Munkner, Amanda Craft,
Stars; Brianna Wheelock, Cortnie Johnson,
Emily Turner, Dogz Game Summary &
Highlights: Great game played by all girls!

 U-6 Girls Quakes vs. Rockin Angels
Offense: Caitlin Sobrepena, Stephanie
Carrillo, Emily Rakestraw, Quakes; Alissa
Madrid, Kelsey Hoopes, Marin Freeland,
Rockin Angels

Rainbow Girls vs. Dragonflies Offense:
Lara Rivard, Rainbow; Caitlyn Foster, Lily
Redell, Dragonflies Defense: Carly Ryan,
Ariana Salcedo, Rainbow; Nicole Stewart,
Anna Leary, Dragonflies

Superstars vs. Wildcats Offense: Kylie
Neubauer, Parker Anderson, Superstars;
Gretchen Krenz, Haiden Arruda, Wildcats
Defense: Celeste Summers, Jackie Urban,
Superstars; Sydney Mossinger, Catherine
Polaski, Wildcats

Butterfly Blasters vs. Wildcats Offense:
Brooke Schaible, Cailin Thompson, Blast-
ers; Klarissa Cuenca, Wildcats Defense:
Kendall Waugh, Blasters; Iliza Shields,
Wildcats Game Summary & Highlights:
Both teams were aggressive and scored lots
of goals.

Under-5 Girls: U5 Girls Pink Kitty Cats
vs. Dancing Dolphins. Pink Kitty Cats
Offense: Maci McCormick, Emma Kello,
Athena Lewis, Faythe Flower, Louise
Maloney, Sonia Fletcher.

Boys Division 4, Copper U-12 Boys
Flaming Monkeys (2) vs. Strikers (1) Of-
fense: Gerardo Tornero, Ryan Stuart, Austin
Roeder, Monkeys; Sterling Jeppson, Omar
Naison, Garrett Davis, Strikers Defense:
Nick Badders, Ryan Doty, Austin Albiani,
Monkeys; Scott Giradelli, Luke Hanson,
C.J. Shimozono, Strikers Goals & Assists:
Austin Roeder (G), Llewelyn Slone (G),
Monkeys; Sterling Jeppson (G), Strikers.
The Flaming Monkeys got off to an early 2-
0 lead, followed by 50 minutes of evenly
matched play. Strikers scored late in the game
to avert the shutout.

 U-10 Boys Dragons (5) vs. Emerald
Dragons (0) Offense: Jose Araiza, Dillon Eng
(A), Ben Dupuis (A), Dragons; Benjamin
Rocha, Jacob Lester, Nathaniel Sproul,
Emerald Defense: Alex Hattori, Ryan Meyers,
Luis Rios, Dragons; Parker Hall, Colin
Schenone, Jason Wong, Emerald Goals &
Assists: Jose Araiza (G), Anthony Garcia (G),
Conner Gibbons (2G, A), Luis Rios (G),
Dragons

Fireballs (11) vs. Cougars (0) Offense:
Taylor Williamson (G), Roman Vasquez (G),
Tyler Ward (G), Fireballs; Peter Vance,
Trenton Wiedner, Jacob Fumero, Cougars
Defense: Justin Pettis, Omar Maklaf,
Luisangel Ortiz, Fireballs; Diego Camacho,
Robbie Hoff, Kyle Parsons, Cougars Goals
& Assists: Nicholas Brown (3G), Leonardo
Ortiz (2G, A), Joshua Forshaw (2G), Spencer
Kramm (2G), Fireballs

Scorpions (3) vs. Cougars (0) Offense:
Connor McCormack, Lexus Salazar, Scorpi-
ons; Trenton Wiedner, Jared Paul, Sikander
Haider, Cougars Defense: Jeremy Adams,
Ethan Aboumrad, Scorpions; Jacob Fumero,
Andrew Marty, Kyle Parsons, Cougars Goals
& Assists: Connor McCormack (3G), Scor-
pions. The Scorpions’ defense was outstand-
ing. Connor McCormack’s 3 goals were all
the scoring the Scorpions would need in their
win over the Cougars.

 U-9 Boys Predators (3) vs. Fighting
Black Sharks (1) Offense: Zachary Anderson,
Predators; Dean Kellman, Nikhil Kumar,
Sharks Defense: Michael Hallock, Andrew
Cardenas, Grant Atchinson, Predators; Cole
Meyers, Mathew Hargraves, Sharks Goals &
Assists: Christian Johansson (2G), Eamon
Smith (A), Joshua Esteva (G), Ryan Carlson
(A), Predators; Miles Larson (G), Aidan
Worley (A), Sharks

Earthquakes (3) vs. Thunderballs (1)
Offense: Samuel Miller, Kyle Correia, Lucas
Owen, Earthquakes; Andrew Lingell,
Thunderballs Home Defense: Cameron Geyer,
Nester Lopez, Weston Everett, Earthquakes;
Conner Johnston, Jack Perry, Thunderballs

The Goal Miners (8) vs. Hot Lava Strik-
ers (0) Offense: Oscar Franco (3G), Troy
Wentworth (3G), Nick McClendon (2G),
Miners; Miles Gomez, Philip Kniereme,
Strikers Defense: Jack Fogerson, Andrew
Lewis, Ryan Wright, Miners; Alexander
Fregoso, Ernesto Cruz, Trenton Green, Strik-
ers Goals & Assists: Mark Silverthorn (4A),
Miners

Earthquakes (3) vs. Thunderballs (1)
Home Team Goals & Assists: Visitor Of-
fense: Samuel Miller, Kyle Correia, Lucas
Owen, Earthquakes; Andrew Lingell,
Thunderballs Defense: Cameron Geyer, Nester
Lopez, Weston Everett, Earthquakes; Conner
Johnston, Jack Perry, Thunderballs Goals &
Assists: Samuel Miller, Kyle Correia, Lucas

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Foothill High School mounted a game-winning drive in the
final minutes for a 14-7  win over previously unbeaten
Miramonte.  Foothill put together a 70-yard, nine-play march in
the final minute and a half, scoring with 34 seconds left in the
game on a pass play from Sean Mannion to Ryan Walsworth.
In the photo, Foothill defensive players Brian Badd (3)  and
Justin Bolen (88) sacked Miramonte quarterback, Conor Lowry.
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Owen, Earthquakes; Andrew Lingell,
Thunderballs

The Terminators (4) vs. Vipers (3) Of-
fense: Omar Jesus (3G), Nicholas DeLisle
(G), Terminators; Kyle Conrad, Steven
Billowitch, Vipers Defense: Riley Altman,
Terminators; Cameron Priest, Sam Jeppson,
Vipers Goals & Assists: Omar Jesus, Termi-
nators; Kyle Conrad (2G), Anthony Renouf
(G), Vipers. Great ball passing and teamwork
by both teams. Kyle Conrad and Cameron
Priest were offensive and defensive standouts
for the Vipers. Omar Jesus and Riley Altman
were offensive and defensive standouts for the
Terminators

 U-8 Boys Vipers vs. Crushers Offense:
Brandon Yocham, Vipers; Tyler Scott, Crush-
ers Defense: Adam Murphy, Vipers; Mat-
thew Reddick, Crushers Goals & Assists:
Christopher Olgardt, Vipers; Eric Moody,
Crushers

Quakes vs. Earth Quakes Offense: Kevin
Buklin, Landon Paiso, Quakes; Alexander
Frazier, Jason Wigginton, Earth Quakes
Defense: Josef Campos, Alexander Pierce,
Tucker Lyons, Quakes; Ryan Stear, Harry
Rose, Earth Quakes Goals & Assists: Gavin
Finkbeiner, Cameron Meier, Forest Bishop,
Quakes.

 U-7 Boys Fireballs vs. Tigers Offense:
Spencer Williams, Ethan Lane, Bradley
Rittman, Fireballs; Brandon Umeki, Jacob
Lord, Brandon Martin, Tigers Defense: Bra-
dley Mitchell, Tyler Hattori, Matthew Hagan,
Fireballs; Jacob Hutchinson, Evan Nystrom,
Jack Wilson, Tigers

Diamondbacks vs. The Sharks Offense:
Logan Vinson, Zachary Hollingshaus,Ash
Lawson, Diamondbacks; Jesse Wolfson, Jack
Volponi, Luke Moylan, Sharks Defense:
Bobby Farner, Matthew Gomes, Colin Eads,
Diamondbacks; Matthew Larson, Miles
Rasmussen, Nate Miskella, Sharks

Sonics vs. Jedi SC Offense: Matteo
Crivelllo, Gabe Emfinger, Douglas Wynne,
Sonics; Griffin Lawrence, Ben Tiedemann,
Lewis O’Neill, Jedi Defense: Ethan Clark,
Gabe Hazen, Zachary Fumero, Sonics; Ryan
Juric, A.J. Morais, Nathan MacDougall, Jedi

Lightning vs. Raptors Offense: Joey
Katen, Jake Johnston, Jack Hansen, Light-
ning; Thomas Cowles, Eddie Garcia, Kevin
Vega, Raptors Defense: Conner Hardesty,
Conner Campbell, Travis Silva, Lightning;
Richardino Alvarez, Tyler Blue, Jake
Kixmiller, Raptors

Cougars vs. Thunderbolts Goals & As-
sists: Daiki Nishikawa, Nick Hill, Tyler
Morano,Tyler Ramirez, Cougars; Jeffrey
Fairbanks, Mano Sabella, Dalton Johnston,
Noah Gibson, Thunderbolts. The Cougars
showed great dribbling and passing skills.
Nick Hill, James Duperly, and Jacob Moen
all scored multiple goals while Tyler Morano
& Nick Hill both showed great ball control.
The Thunderbolts Dalton Johnston was on
fire-great defensive moves and dribbling.
Scoring for the Thunderbolts - Jeffrey
Fairbanks and Mano Sabella with Noah
Gibson exceptional on defense.

 U-6 Boys Speed Racers vs. Dragons
Offense: Danny Salcido, Jeremy Manuel,
Paul Buxton, Racers; Cody Ward, Miles
Kluball, Dragons Defense: Aidan Montalvo,
Jimmy Aslin, Nico LaManna, Racers; Bran-
don Pillon, Andy Hankin, Dragons

Rattlesnakes vs. Ball Launchers Offense:
Michael Anolin, Ryan Shepherd, Nicolas
Poland, Rylan Myhre, Rattlesnakes; Dylan
Cole, Aidan Edwards, Jake Herweg, Ben
Neumayr, Launchers Defense: Rylan Myhre,
Jesse Watson, Shawn Walker, Rattlesnakes;
Dominic Belluomini, Andrew Macur,
Giovanni Sandoval, Landon Wiedenfeld,
Launchers.

 U-5 Boys Fireballs vs. Tiger Sharks
Offense: Kieran Campbell ,Dale Spence ,Gavin
Rose, Steven Geyer, Fireballs; Hunter Barbero,
Ryan Esling, Michael Johansson, Jaden
Song, Sharks Defense: Antonio Rivalie,
Hayden Williams, Noah Thompson, Fire-
balls; Maxwell Serpa, Damian Stiles, Harrison
Stuart, Reef Sweeny, Sharks

The Fireballs vs. The Sharks Offense:
Stephen Geyer, Dale Spence, Antonio Rivalie,
Fireballs; Harrison Stewart, Reef Sweeney,
Ryan Esling, Sharks Defense: Hayden Wil-
liams, NoahThompson, Gavin Rose, Fire-
balls; Hunter Barbero, Jaden Song, Damian
Stiles, Sharks Game Summary & High-
lights: Great hustle and ball control was
turned in by both teams in an all-around team
effort.

California Gymnastics
California Gymnastics Academy com-

peted in the Small World meet hosted by
Gymfinity Gymnastics in Livermore. The
Level 4 Team came home with 1st place.

RESULTS (by event):
LEVEL 4: Age group: Younger VAULT-

Maya Frank, 1st (9.4); Emily Balicanta, 4th
(9.1); Naomi Chin, 2nd (9.225) BARS-
Maya Frank, (8.15); Emily Balicanta, (8.1);
Naomi Chin, 6th (8.45) BEAM - Maya
Frank, 6th (8.226); Emily Balicanta,1st
(8.95); Naomi Chin, (8.1) FLOOR- Maya
Frank, 6th (8.775); Emily Balicanta, 2nd
(9.075):Naomi Chin, 3rd (8.825)
ALLAROUND- Maya Frank, 6th (34.551);
Emily Balicanta, 2nd (35.225); Naomi Chin,
5th (34.6)

Age group: Middle A VAULT-Rachel
Sylvester, 2ndt (9.25) BARS-Rachel
Sylvester, 3rd (8.9) BEAM-Rachel Sylvester,
1st (9.55) FLOOR-Rachel Sylvester, 1st
(9.2) ALLAROUND- Rachel Sylvester, 1st
(36.9)

 Age group: Middle B VAULT-Baylee
Hill,1st (9.35); Savannah Chrupalo, 2nd
(9.15) BARS- Baylee Hill, 1st (9.125);Sa-
vannah Chrupalo, 2nd (8.85) BEAM-Baylee
Hill, 3rd (8.5),Savannah Chrupalo, 1st (9.15)
FLOOR-Baylee Hill,1st (9.225);Savannah
Chrupalo, 2nd (9.2) ALLAROUND-Baylee
Hill, 2nd (36.2);Savannah Chrupalo,1st

(36.350)
Age Group: Older VAULT-Shannon

Payne, 2nd (9.35) BARS 2nd (9.0), BEAM
2ndt (9.25), FLOOR 1st (9.25,) ALL
AROUND 1st (36.850).

Livermore Youth Football
Livermore Youth Football League re-

sults:
The Raiders met the 49ers in a battle for

second place in the division. The final score
was Raiders 14, Niners 6. Both teams played
well. One of the telling stats was the Raiders
were penalty free, the Niners had several 15
yard penalties. Quarterback Jacob Torres
rushed for 40 yards, 1 for 2 completions, and
2 touchdowns; running back Ledre
McCollough rushed for 57 yards and scored
the one point conversion; Bryce Stovall had
21 yards on four carries; Sean Stavert made
a 27 yard reception. Overall the offensive line
provided strong support to help make these
great offensive gains possible. Defensively,
Clayton Frieders had 6 tackles, recovered a
fumble, and made a huge fourth down stop;
Ricky Martinez had 5 tackles and made a big
play on fourth down; Austin Brown forced a
bad throw, stripped the ball forcing fumble
and made a huge fourth down stop. The game
ended with an interception be the Raiders.

The Livermore Norsemen defended their
home turf on Saturday with a hard hitting shut
out win over the American Canyon Patriots
28-0. Powerful offensive line play by Joseph
Inzerillo, Devon Sturgill, Mike Walls, Blake
Sweet, Garrett Granados, Salvador Ceja,
Gage Kolman, and Camden Smith gave
quarter back Vince Volpatti time to put three
TD passes on the score board. Two to Miles
Mastrobuoni (17, 33 yds), and one to Javonn
Williams (37 yds). Fullback Zach Rosas had
a 24 yard TD run up the middle, and Brian
White had a 53 yard run cutting through the
middle of the Patriot defense all the way down
to the American Canyon two yard line. The
Norsemen offense had a great day rolling up
197 yard on the ground, and 90 through the
air. For the second straight week the Norsemen
defense came up big holding the Patroits to
less than 50 yards of total offense, and two
first downs. American Canyon found no
running room in the Livermore defense, and
took to the air late in the second quarter. The
Norsemen pass rush proved to be too much
for the Patriot offense to handle. Volpatti
collected two sacks for big losses, and fellow
defensive ends Christian Castro, and Jake
Trevithick both added sacks. Mastrobuoni
had two interceptions to shut down the
American Canyon passing game for good.
Mastrobuoni, and Jesse Taylor kept the
Norsemen on the Patriot end of the field all
day with long punt returns.

Bowling News
Gloria Hamilton, 162 average, turned in

a fabulous series in the Balhorn/O’Dell
Construction Match Point League. She rolled
a 607 to include games of 151-243-213.

In the Getaway Fours League Jerry Friesen
had a nice set of 240-259-246-745. There were
more high games from Fortune Lapino who
rolled a 246, Gerry Joyce a 242 and Alan Ryall
78 over average with a 211 game. In the Valley
Friends & Family league, Mark Eiden rolled
a 235. In the Balhorn/O’Dell Construction
League, Gail Carroll bowled a 240 game. In
the 4 Seasons Modified Guys & Dolls league,
there was a high game of 274 from Lloyd
Smith. Right behind him was David Drab
with a 266 and Mike Dougherty a 258. Friday
Night Cheyenne league bowler Tim Piper
rolled a 258-234-266 for a 758 series while
Mushy Machado rolled a high game of 279
and Kristen Moore a 237 game. Also that
night in the Family Affair league, Gabe
Donahue turned in a 224 game.

In the Monday Primetime Seniors league,
Dwayne Childress recorded a 227, Jerry Van
Epps a 214, and Otis Farris a 208. Sirs &
Sirettes league bowler, Rich Baguio had a
215 game. Sam Cancilla a 211 game. In the
Friday Primetime Seniors league, Alma
Farris rolled 76 over her average with a 219
game. In the same league John Foscalina
rolled a 221, Paul Lazootin an even 200 game.

Youth bowler Michael Bumanlag went
110 over series with games of 255 & 236
game in the mix. In the Sunday Night
Generation Gap league, Alex Stuber started
out with a 268 game and finished with a 705
series. Matthew Trevett had a 232 game.

Livermore Jr. Football
Livermore Junior Football League high-

lights:
Senior Division Giants 48, Jets 35 The

Giants battled the Jets to a 48-35 victory. A
tough fight was led by quarterback, Jaymal
Patel and running backs Rio Orozco and Matt
Richards. Patel orchestrated an aggressive
offensive charge while rushing for one touch-
down and throwing for another. He threw for
an impressive 62 Yds. Orozco avoided tack-
lers and ran hard for 110 Yds, 4 TDs and a 2
pt conversion. He also intercepted a pass to
run back for a TD. Richards lowered his
shoulder for a well earned 75 yds, with one
rushing TD and one 35 Yd TD pass reception.
Receiver Jonathan Rainey caught 4 passes
and added a 2 pt conversion reception. He also
rushed for 37 Yds. The offensive line and
receiver Jacob Payne, were successful in
creating the opportunities, as the drive and
pass blocking was led by Devin Bernacil,
Ryan Hansen, Scott Chapeta, Tony Nonrog,
Tyler Fitzgerald and Brian Garcia. The Gi-

ants’ defense was successful in keeping their
opponents at bay, while holding the Jets’
powerful offense to two scores in the second
half. Giants’ tacklers were led by Chris
Harker, Taylor Disbrow, Nick Vickers, Brian
Garcia, and Safety Josh Sanders, who also
knocked down a couple passes for
incompletions. Defensive linemen Kevin
Hayes, Ashraf Hammad, Lucas Bumonlag,
Nick Sposetto and Tim Harris held strong to
control the Jets’ charge. Kevin Hayes was
very consistent in rejecting the powerful
sweep of the Jets. Bumonlag also had 3 carries
and a 2 pt conversation for the Giants’ offense
and Matt Richards and Rio Orozco did a fine
job filling in for the solid defensive stand.

Cardinals 20, Saints 12 The Cardinals
evened their record on the year at 2-2 with a
20-12 victory over the previously unbeaten
Saints. The Cardinals’ defense played a
strong game with the bend but don’t break
approach. The linebacker trio of Kyle
Campiotti (13), Clayton Bueno (10) and Mac
Morgan (6) combined to record 29 of the 40
team tackles for the Cardinals, including 3
forced fumbles, 1 fumble recovery and an
interception. The interception came late in the
4th quarter with the Saints driving to tie the
game. Morgan intercepted a pass that was
deflected to seal the win for the Cardinals.
Tyler Offill and Alex Currie also had fumble
recoveries for the Cardinals. The Cardinal
offense was once again led by DJ Moffitt, who
finished the day with 195 yards on 20 carries.
Moffitt had touchdown runs of 78 and 28
yards. Chopper Bradley was the workhorse
for the cardinals with 87 yards on 17 tough
carries. Quarterback Garrett Oliver played a
great game under center leading the attack.
Oliver’s 6 yard touchdown pass to Moffitt
early in the 4th built the Cardinals’ lead to 20-
6. For the Saints, Zach McPherson ran in for
a 61 yard touchdown. Jax Mamaoag scored
one of the touchdowns. Tyler “the wall”
Rardon had a great day including recovering
a fumble. Andre Flores, Nick Ketcham and
Alex Ezerski were unstoppable on defense.
Andrew Hall recovered a fumble. Austin
Ochoa had a awesome day on offense includ-
ing a 14 yard run.

Advanced Division Ravens 26, Bucs 6
In the end the Ravens were too much for the
Bucs. The Bucs scored on a 16-play 80 yard
drive to bring the score to 14-6 early in the
4th quarter but the Ravens scored two more
touchdowns in the last 3:00 of the game to
win going away 26-6. The Bucs were led by
their defensive and offensive lines. Nick
Penrod anchored the offensive line with his
shotgun snaps all day and was assisted by
Ryan Lewis, Truman Griffeath, Eric Meeks,
Nick Stanley, Skiler Lamb and Jacob Mitchell.
The defensive was tough for most of the day,
with strong play by Robbie Payne and
Armando Fagliano on the defensive line. The
linebacking core was anchored by Travis
Adams with 6 tackles and a sack; Ben Parker
had 7 tackles and a sack; Ryan Silvas had 5
tackles and a sack; Matt Calcagno, Skiler
Lamb, Armando Fagliano, Kris Jones, and
Jacob Valasco all excelled with 4 tackles each.
Jeremy Cardenas rushed for 66 yards and a
touchdown.

Raiders 14, 49ers 6 Raiders’ QB, Jacob
Torres scored 2 touchdowns. Ledre
McCollough rushed for 57 yards. Sean Stavert
threw a 28 yard pass. Ricky Martinez had 5
tackles. Garrett Torres made a big tackle in the
backfield. Todd Littlefield and Rick Martinez
stopped the point after. The Raiders didn’t
have any penalties in the first half. In the
second half, the Raider were led by Bryce
Stovall, 21 yards on 4 carries and the good
blocking of Garrett Torres. Clayton Frieders
ead with 6 tackles, fumble recovery and a huge
stop on the 4th down. The 49ers finally broke
through with their first offensive score of the
season.

Pleasanton Jr. Football
Pleasanton Junior Football League re-

sults:
JV Division: The Jaguars rebounded

from their lone loss of the season, with a
convincing 30-0 win over the Falcons in
Pleasanton Junior Football League JV Divi-
sion play last weekend.

The Jags were coming off a tough 14-12
loss to the Vikings, but came back with a fury,
scoring early and often, while the defense
posted its third shutout in four games.
Leading the way on offense was the running
back trio of Anthony Izizarry, Nick Reyes and
Josh Miller.

Izizarry scored a pair of touchdowns, with
Reyes scoring on a pretty long run around the
left end and Miller scoring on a 10-yard burst
up the middle. Quarterback Jack Moroney
added one conversion, with Connor Caspersen
hauling in a pass from Moroney for another.
The offensive line of JP Pasteur, Aaron
Banks, Chase Barkdull, Jacob Blair, Jacob
Wilson and Nick Pasteur did a great job
blocking, as did receiver Chris Richter.

On defense, the highlight of the day came
when Jon Poppe recorded a safety when he
tackled the punter in the end zone. Broder
Heggelund added another interception for the
defense, which also got great plays from Ben
Bandurraga, Logan McHone, Sean Thomas,
Jordan Mast, Jack Ryan, Zac Lander, Jack
Murphy, Michael Coyle and Nate Patocchi.

Senior Division: It was another week,
another come from behind win for the
Seahawks, as Nick Mendonca hit Cale
Rubinson on a 45-yard touchdown pass with
under two minutes left, as the Seahawks beat
the Redskins 12-8 in Pleasanton Junior
Football League Senior Division play.

The win moved the Seahawks into a first
place tie with the Redskins, who edged the
Hawks on opening day.

This was a battle throughout, as the
Redskins defense twice stopped the Seahawks
inside the five yard line.

The Skins led 8-0 at the half, but Rubinson
cut into the lead early in the third quarter with
a nice long touchdown run. But when the
conversion failed, the Skins kept the 8-6 lead.

The Seahawks defense gave the team one
more chance in the fourth to take the lead and
the team came through. Behind the blocking
of Kevin Miller, Grant Soyka, Ishman Kahn,
Ryan Walsh, Tyler Rains, Harrison Heiser
and Nate Vickers, Mendonca found enough
time to hit Rubinson for what turned out to
be the game winner.

The Redskins tried to rally, but the
defensive line play of Sean Flynn, Brandon
Char-Lee, Mike Harris, James Frair and Alex
Jadar, held tough. The linebackers of Ray-
mond Bartolomucci, Grant Sherrod, Dylan
Isquirdo also had big games.

The key defensive play came when Jader
hit the Skins quarterback, forcing a fumble
with 45 seconds left which the Seahawks
recovered to win the game.

Steelers 28, Saints 24: The Steelers
started the game with 5:40 12 play 36 yd drive
to the Saints 17. The Steeler D forced a fumble
recovered by LB Ryan Almedia. On the1st

play RB Joshua Yu went 84 yards for a
touchdown. The Saints then used a 55 yard
run to score six.. The Steeler O faced forth
down, rather than punting ran for it and came
up short.geeting the ball on the Steelers 48,
the Saints went the remaining 52 yard run for
the score. The Steelers came rightback with
RB Joshua Yu picking up a TD on a 59 yard
run. The Saints scored the 3rd TD of the game
with only :44 left in the half, the PAT was
denied. The Saints received the 2nd half kick,
but turned the ball over on downs. The
Steelers fumbled, but their defense held,
forcing the Saints to five up the ball. After
several exchanges of the ball, the Steelers
Joshua Yu scamped 63 yards for the score and
a 20-18 lead. The Saints came right back and
scored a 55 yard run giving them the lead. at
24-20. With 6:19 left in the game the Steelers
mounted a 12 play 54 yard drive with RB
Mike Echavia picking up the Steelers 4th TD.
The 2 point PAT was good giving the Steelers
the lead 28-24. With only :55 on the clock the
Saints went to the air only to be picked off
LB Trent Morgan. The Steelers took a knee
and picked up their 1st win of the season.

Intermediate: Raiders 0, Colts 20: The
Raiders received the opening kick only to
give the ball back 4 downs later. The Colts
come out strong on their 1st possession and
picked up 6 & the PAT. The Raiders were held
to 1 - 1st down by the Colt D. The Raider D
steped up and stopped the Colts forcing a
punt. The Raider offense put together a drive
to the Colt 44 yd line but stalled, returning
the ball to the Colts on downs. With 1:30
seconds left in the half the Raider D shutdown
the Colts ending the half 8-0 Colts. On the
2nd play from scrimmage the Colts broke
through the Raider secondary for an 84 yd TD
run. The PAT was denied by Raider RB
Andrew Imhoff. The Raider offense tried to
get things started but were no match for the
Colts D. Starting at the 50 yd line the Colts
broke through again for another 6 with the
PAT denied again. The Raider Offense picked
up back to back 1st downs moving the ball 32
yards before giving it up on downs. The Colts
offense mounted an impressive 7:36 -13 play
- 46 yard drive chewing up the valuable clock
time the Raider O needed to get 6 on the
scoreboard. The Raider D finally stopped the
Colts O giving the ball back to their offense
with 3:11 left to play. The Colt D allowed
only 4 downs getting the ball back with 1:34
on the clock. One play later the Colts took a
knee, running out the clock.

Sharks Tickets
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park

District is selling San Jose Sharks hockey
tickets for the upcoming season. All tickets
are $51 and located in the Upper Reserved
section.

Available tickets are: 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 17, vs. Detroit Red Wings; 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 14, vs. Los Angeles Kings;
and7 p.m. Saturday, April 4, vs. Anaheim
Ducks.

To reserve tickets, please call LARPD at
925-373-5700.

Softball Signups
Livermore Girls Softball Association/

Livermore Smoke will be hosting its walk-
in registration on Tuesday, October 21, at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church on Mocho St.
from 6pm-9pm. This will be the only walk-
in registration. Any player from Livermore,
Sunol or unincorporated are are eligile to
play. Copies of birth certificates mandatory
for all new players joining the league. To
obtain Registration Form and BOTH Player
and Parent Code of Conduct forms please go
to www.livermoregirlssoftball.org. These
three forms are mandatory to play. T-ball &
8U = $125 and 10U and up $160. $20
discount for families with more than one
sibbling playing.

Mail in option: Send Registration Form
AND both Parent and Player Code Of Con-
duct Forms and registration fee to: LGSA/
Livermore Smoke, Attn: Registration, P.O.
Box 905, Livermore, CA 94551.

Mandatory tryouts for 10U and up are
scheduled for Saturday, November 15 &
December 6, 2008 at Joe Michell School on
Elaine Ave. Last names that begin with A -
L 9am-12pm; M - Z 1pm-4pm. Pitchers and
Catcher tryouts following regular tryout.
Please arrive 30 minutes prior to check-in.
Pre-registration is requested for tryouts.
Questions? Contact Stacie Heinz
www.livermoresmoke2008@comcast.net

2009 Registration is open for all divi-
sions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls Soft-
ball League.  All girls living in Pleasanton,
Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play
PGSLsoftball. Register: Online at
www.pleasantonsoftball.org; or Mail-in:
PGSL, P.O. Box 911, Pleasanton, CA94566
(download a registration form from website). 
For more information or questions you can
email Nancy Costa at
nancy.c@pleasantonsoftball.org.  

Beginner Lacrosse Clinic
Livermore Phantom Lacrosse will be

hosting a lacrosse clinic for new players on
Saturday, Oct 4, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Max
Baer Park. The clinic provides instruction on
the fundamentals of lacrosse to boys and girls
ages 8 to 14. This is an excellent introduction
into the fast moving and ever growing game
of lacrosse. Demonstrations will be presented
by local coaches, high school and college
players, and maybe a surprise guest. $50 fee
includes quality lacrosse stick, t-shirt, &
ball. For updated information and registra-
tion info please visit
www.phantomlacrosse.org or contact Bob
Mezeul at 925-425-9901.

Tee It Up for Teens
11th annual Tee It Up for Teens Golf

Tournament will be held Mon., Oct. 13 at
Castlewood Country Club in Pleasanton.
This will be a benefit for Young Life Tri-
Valley.

Format is four person team scramble.
Festivities include a BBQ lunch, driving
range, raffle, tee prizes, refreshments, dinner
and a live auction.

For information or to sign up call 417-
0486 or go to
www.younglifetrivalley.younglife.org.

Girls Softball
PGSL Upper Division Try-Outs: Upper

Divisions consists of girls in grades 3 thru 8
and is for all girls wanting to increase their
skills and learn to play at a more advanced
level.  All girls interested in playing uppers
are required to try- out.  No previous uppers
experience necessary.  All players trying out
must be registered for the 2009 season prior
to attending one of the sessions below.  All
sessions will be held at the SportsParkon
GSB fields 6 & 7.  If the fields are closed, but
it is not raining, try-outs will be held in the
parking lot.  Please check the
SportsParkweather line (931-5360) and the
PGSLwebsite for updates.  Pitchers &
Catchers arrive at 4:15 pmto register for a
4:30pmstart.  All other playersshould arrive
by 4:45pmto begin at 5:00pm.  Try-Out
Dates:  Oct. 6–Mini (3rd & 4th Grade) Last
name A-H; Oct. 7–Mini (3rd & 4th Grade)
Last name I-Q; Oct. 8–Mini (3rd & 4th Grade)
Last name R-Z; Oct. 9–Minor (5th & 6th
Grade) Last name A-H; Oct. 10–Minor (5th &
6th Grade) Last name I-Q; Oct. 13–Minor
(5th & 6th Grade) Last name R-Z; Oct. 14–
Major (7th & 8th Grade) Last name A-
H; Oct. 15–Major (7th & 8th Grade) Last
name I-Q; Oct. 16–Major (7th & 8th Grade)
Last name R-Z.  If you cannot attend on the
scheduled day, contact the division director
listed on the PGSLwebsite
www.pleasantonsoftball.org.

Little League Signup
Registration for the 2009 Season of all

three Livermore Little Leagues will take place
on Saturday, October 18 and Saturday, No-
vember 15 at the Livermore High School
Student Union. All players ages 5-18 are
welcome. The hours of registration are 10 am
to 2 pm. New players need to bring proof of
residency and birth certificate. Check local
league’s websites for further details. Liver-
more National- www.lnll.us, Livermore
American- www.eteamz.com/lall, Granada-
www.eteamz.com/granadall.
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The Danville Role Players Ensemble kicks off its 25th anniver-
sary season with Gore Vidal’s “The Best Man” October 10 to Novem-
ber 1.

Gore Vidal’s The Best Man, a 1960 presidential election drama as
relevant and timely today as it was when first produced, plays at 8
p.m. on Thursdays through Saturdays and at 2 p.m. on Sundays at the
Village Theatre, 233 Front Street in Danville.

Directed by RPE artistic director Sue Trigg, the play describes a
deadlocked presidential nominating convention where two candi-
dates vie for the endorsement of an influential ex-president and con-
sider the worst of political dirty tricks to win. “You are worse than a
liar,” says one of the principal characters, “You have no sense of
right or wrong. Only what will work."

This is Sue Trigg’s second show as a director after becoming RPE
Artistic Director in 2006. A LAMDA graduate in the UK, Sue has
performed all over the Bay Area for the last 27 years but has focused
on directing for the last five.

“In a political season, Vidal’s The Best Man is the best of political
theatre and a salutary reminder of the limits to political campaign-
ing,” said Trigg. “It’s amazing how contemporary the play’s themes
and situations seem, even after nearly 50 years."

 As John Kennedy, a Vidal family friend, told the playwright after
seeing the play: “In a campaign we don’t have all that much time to
talk about the meaning of it all."

The play was described by critic Harold Bloom as having a politi-
cal imagination “..so powerful that it compels awe.”

The Best Man features a cast of local actors. As the two contend-
ers, Richard Aiello and Jim Janisch are bitter rivals willing to play
dirty politics. Dean Creighton plays the former president. Janice
Fuller, a graduate of RADA in London, has had a very extensive
career in regional theatre all over the country, with favorite roles as
Madam Arcati in Blithe Spirit and Maria in Twelfth Night. The cast
also includes Shellie award winner Beth Chastain, Daniel Brown,
Doug Guyon, and Tom Leone.

The Best Man will be staged at Danville’s Village Theatre, 233
Front St., Danville, CA 94526, and runs October 10th thru November
1st, Thurs - Sat at 8PM, Sun at 2PM. Tickets $22-25, $15 for students
with ID and groups of 10 are available at
www.villagetheatreshows.com the Danville Community Center, 420
Front St. Danville, or call 925.314.3400. For more information visit
www.danvilletheatre.com or call (925) 820-1278.

California Symphony will
present "Adagio for Strings," ac-
companied by former Cirque du
Soleil acrobats.

The season opener will also
feature 1997 Van Cliburn Inter-
national Piano Gold Medalist
Jon Nakamatsu

On October 12 and 14, founder
and music director Barry
Jekowsky offer a presentation of
Samuel Barber’s Adagio for
Strings interpreted through
movement by two former Cirque
du Soleil hand-balancing artists.

Also on the October program:
Antonin Dvorak’s Symphony
No. 9 (From the New World) and
Jon Nakamatsu, performing the
piece that brought him the gold
medal at the 1997 Van Cliburn
International Piano Competi-
tion: Rachmaninoff’s Piano Con-
certo No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30.

All performances of the Cali-
fornia Symphony are held at the
Hofmann Theater in the Lesher
Center for the Arts, 1601 Civic
Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.
Sunday matinee concerts begin
at 4 p.m.; Tuesday night concerts
begin at 7:30 p.m. For subscrip-

Livermore Valley Opera
brings The Barber of Seville to
the stage of the Bankhead The-
ater.

Opening night is October 10.
New this year LVO adds a sev-

enth performance Family Night
on Wednesday October 15.  Pa-
trons who arrive at 5:30 will be
treated to complementary pizza,
soda for the kids, and wine for
the adults. The lecture at 6:45
will be oriented to students and
opera newcomers. The opera cur-
tain is at 7:30. Tri-Valley high
school Rotary affiliate students
will have their club projects on
display. Big Al, caricature artist,
will sketch patrons to look like
Figaro, Carmen, etc. for a nomi-
nal fee.

A second first for LVO is a Sat-
urday gala in the Bankhead
Lobby preceding the October 11
performance. The dressy gala
opens at 5:30 with a heavy appe-
tizer and wine dinner. Separate
tickets are available for the gala
only at the Bankhead Ticket of-
fice for $50.

Photo - Patrick Tracy
Appearing in "The Best Man," are (left) Jim Janisch as Joe
Cantwell and Rich Aiello as William Russell.

Role Players Begin Season with
Gore Vidal's 'The Best Man'

tion series tickets (four concerts;
$144-$244), visit the website
www.CaliforniaSymphony.org or
call (925) 280-2490. Tickets to
the October 12 and 14 concerts
only ($39-$59; students $20) can
be purchased by calling (925)
943-SHOW or ordering online at
www.LesherArtsCenter.org. For
more information, call the Cali-
fornia Symphony office at (925)
280-2490.

Acrobats Perform with Symphony

Former Cirque de Soliel acrobats
perform with symphony.

The Contra Costa Jewish Community Center’s Friedkin Art Gal-
lery will host the Artists in Action “Save Mount Diablo: Wright
Canyon” exhibit through October 10.

Featured artists include Mary Lou Correia, Catherine Fasciato,
John Finger, Geri Keary, Sheri Kelcourse, Paul Kratter, Mark
Monsarrat, Shirley Nootbaar, Charlotte Panton, Susana Scarborough,
and Linda Sutton.

Wright Canyon was acquired by Save Mount Diablo in 2001
from Dorothy Wright and her family. Funding for the acquisition
was obtained from the California Coastal Conservancy, Gary Bogue
and his readers, and from members of Save Mount Diablo. Dorothy
Wright wanted the land preserved and the family to always be able
to visit “the Gathering Place,” a monument at the top of the canyon,
where family ashes are scattered. Dorothy Wright sold her property
to SMD in a bargain sale with life estate, so that she can live out her
life there. The Wright Canyon monument is a celebration of the
family’s history.

A Dedication of a Historical Monument Celebrating the Olofsons
and Wrights at Curry and Wright Canyons will be held by Save
Mount Diablo on Sunday, October 12. For more information email
smdinfo@savemountdiablo.org or call (925) 947-3535.

Exhibit Focuses on Wright Canyon

Opera Plans Gala and a Family Night
The Barber of Seville is con-

sidered a truly masterpiece op-
era buffa in two acts. It is about
an amorous old man who pursues
a lovely young lady who defi-
nitely prefers her young dashing
lover. Of course the charming
and conniving Figaro is always
around to help the lovers outwit
the pompous old man. There are
bravura arias from all major char-
acters — all vocally marvelous
and dramatically comic accom-
panied by superb orchestration.

The opera is sung in Italian
with English supertitles.

Daniel Helfgot, nationally
and internationally known for
his operatic stage directing, will
direct the production. Alex
Katsman is the Music Director
and Conductor. The lead singers
come from the Bay Area, as well
as Seattle and New York.

Helfgot's credits include over
180 productions of over 90 dif-
ferent operas, operettas and
zarzuelas from the Baroque to
the contemporary, including sev-
eral world premieres.

The cast of characters include
Count Almaviva sung by Robert
McPherson; Dr. Bartolo per-
formed by David Ward; Rosina,
double cast with Layna
Chianakas and Jessica Deardorff;
Figaro sung by Igo Vieira; Basilio
performed by Kevin Nakatani;
Fiorello by Michael Beetham; and
Berta by Marcella Caprario.

All patrons are invited to a
pre-performance lecture reveal-
ing anecdotes about the com-

poser and the characters in the
opera one hour prior to curtain. A
traditional artist reception is held
in the lobby immediately follow-
ing each performance. Most of
the performances will feature a
public party at a nearby location
with complementary appetizers
and a chance to meet the cast and
crew.

The opera week schedule is
as follows: opening night, Fri.,
Oct. 10, 8 p.m.; Saturday gala
night, Oct. 11, 8 p.m.; Sun., Oct.
12, 2 p.m. matinee; family
Wednesday, Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.;
Frugal Friday, Oct. 17, 8 p.m.;
Sat., Oct. 18, 8 p.m.

Tickets are Frugal Friday, $29-
$49, students $10 less in any sec-
tion. Gala night, $50. Saturday/
Sunday $39-$59, students $10
less in any section. Family Night
all adults $42, all students $22,
any section; includes free pre-
show pizza party. Tickets avail-
able at 373.6800 or online at
www.livermoreperformingarts.org
or the box office at the Bankhead
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.

First Annual Livermore Poetry Con-
test. All Livermore Residents 18 and
over are welcome to enter. Deadline:
October 31, 2008. Cash Prizes. Re-
sults will be announced in early De-
cember. Awards will be presented at
the December 8,  City Council meet-
ing. Sponsored by the City of Liver-
more in affiliation with Livermore
Poet Laureate Connie Post. Entry
Forms accompanied by complete
Rules and Guidelines are available at
City of Livermore - City Hall – Sec-
ond Floor, 1052 S. Livermore Av-
enue  Livermore. For questions, call:
925-960-4140 Or e-mail Poet Lau-
reate Connie Post at
connie@poetrypost.com.

Celebrating the Valley: Jeans & Jew-
els, Tri Valley Conservancy (TVC)
hosts a night of fun, food, dancing
and bidding on one-of-a-kind auc-
tion experiences. Includes dinner,
dance and auction at Casa Real at
Ruby Hill Winery on Thursday, Oc-
tober 2, from 6 to 10 p.m. Bid on one-
of-a-kind experiences such as: a pri-
vate picnic on a wine country estate;
kayaking and lessons, dinner with
winemakers, bottle your own wine,
airplane rides!  Tickets to “Celebrat-
ing the Valley – Jeans and Jewels”
are  $75 per person.  To purchase
tickets, contact Barbara Graham at
Tri-Valley Conservancy: 925-449-
8706.  All reservations must be made
in advance – tickets will not be avail-
able at the door.

Lend Me a Tenor, Tri-Valley Reper-
tory Theatre (formerly Pleasanton
Playhouse) Studio Theatre, 1048
Serpentine Lane, Suite 309, Pleasan-
ton.  Oct. 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12. Fri. and
Sat. 8 p.m. Sun. 2 p.m. Ticket infor-
mation 462-2121 or
www.trivalleyrep.com.

Del Valle Fine Arts, Saturday Oct 4,
8:00 pm, Bankhead Theater.  The
Percussion Group Cincinnati, per-
forms on a battery of instruments,
familiar and exotic. Tickets are $29,
$24 and $19 (high school students
free and college $10 day of perfor-
mance) and can be obtained at the
Bankhead Theater box office, 925-
373-6800, Mon-Sat noon to 6:00 pm
or online at
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.
Additional information is available
at www.pgcinfo.com and
www.delvallefinearts.org or by call-
ing 925-447-2752.

Jazz Age P-Town is a 48-hour film
contest, held in connection with The
Big Read: The Great Gatsby. Com-
petitors, single, or grouped into teams,
have 48 hours to create a 4-7 minute
film, discovering the ‘secret required
elements’ on Friday Oct. 3 and turn-
ing in a finished DVD on Sunday
October 5. The contest is open to all
filmmakers and/or creative people of
any age. Pick up contest rules at
Towne Center Books or the Pleasan-
ton Public Library. The three re-
quired elements, a Pleasanton land-
mark, a prop and a line of dialogue,
will be announced at  Towne Center
Books on October 3, 6pm.  The
winning films will be screened at The
Big Read Video Screening Party on
October 18 at 7pm.  For more infor-
mation, call Penny Johnson, Pleasan-
ton Library Programs Librarian, at
925/931-3405, or Judy Wheeler at
Towne Center Books, 925/846-8826.

Christmas Boutique, presented by the
Livermore Lions Club. Sat., Nov. 1,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Bothwell Center for
the Arts, 2466 8th St., Livermore.
Quality hand crafted gifts. Lunch of
homemade soup and sandwiches are
sold by the Livermore Lioness Club.
Raffles throughout the day will help
raise money for Lions projects in our
community. For further information
or vendor space purchase: email
LivermoreLionsClub@comcast.net
or phone club president Dr. Denny
(925) 399-2628

October Full Moon Dinner.  White
Crane Winery Vineyard,  6:30 - 10:00
p.m.m Fri., Oct. 17. Buffet dinner
servied at 6:30 p.m., live music 8

p.m. Wine & Beer available for pur-
chase. $40 per person.  Wine Club
Members $35.00 per person.   In-
cludes dessert.  Sign up online at:
www.whitecranewinery.com  Lim-
ited seating.  Advance paid reserva-
tions required. No refunds for can-
cellations within 5 days of the event.

Artists' Day at Forest Homes Farms
in San Ramon will be held Fri., Oct.
3 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Painters,
poets, sculptors, writers, photogra-
phers, and other artists are invited.
19953 San Ramon Valley Boule-
vard, just south of Pine Valley Road.
Admission is $5 for residents/$6
nonresidents.  Artists should pre-
register through the San Ramon Com-
munity Center, activity #56163.
Participants should bring supplies, a
chair, lunch and they should dress
appropriately for the outdoors.  For
more information call 973-3284.

Celebrating fall, Eagle Ridge Vine-
yard will once again be presenting
“Sweets & Treats” during weekends
in October. Featured will be a variety
of pumpkin-related sweets or treats
that pair with either anewly released
2007 Pinot Grigio or 2005 Petite
Sirah. Eagle Ridge is located at 10017
Tesla Rd., Livermore. It is open week-
ends noon to 4:30 p.m.

Shakespeare’s Associates presents
'The Seagull," a comedy in four acts,
by Anton Chekhov, Nov. 21-23, at
The Bankhead Theater in Livermore.
Tickets, available at 373-6800 or
through www.LivermoreShakes.org,
are $30 - $45, with discounts for
students, seniors, military and full-
time educators. Show times are Fri-
day at 8pm, Saturday at 2pm and
8pm, and Sunday at 7pm.

Free voice lessons to sing in Christmas
show, Pride of the Pacific, a women's
a Capella chorus, is offering a pro-
gram four Wednesdays, starting at
Oct. 8, each evening at 6:30 p.m. at
the Aahmes Event Center, 170
Lindbergh Dr., Livermore. Included
are vocal education and an opportu-
nity to sing in a Christmas Show.
Some singing experiences is needed.
www.prideofthepacific.org or 980-
0311.

Pinocchio, Oct. 3, 4, 5, 10, 11 and 12;
Fridays 7:30 p.m., Sat. 2 and 7:30
p.m.; Sun. 2 p.m. Front Row Theater,
17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San
Ramon. Tickets $16 adults/$13 un-
der age 12 and seniors 65+.
www.SanRamonPerformingArts.com,
973-ARTS.

Jazz at the Library, Oct. 3, Jonathan
Poretz and the Mood Swing Orches-
tra, perform at the Blackhawk Mu-
seum in Danville, 8 p.m. Informa-
tion, 973-2850.

Harmony Fusion is a chapter of Sweet
Adelines International.  Members
come from all over Alameda County.
The group meets in Hayward at the
Hill and Valley Club, 1808 B St. on
Mondays.  Monday, October 4, will
be the first in a group of four classes
teaching the 4-part, a cappella style.
Women 18 years and up are welcome
to participate. No prior musical train-
ing is required.  For information on
the “Diva Classes” call Garrienne
Nakano, is 510-523-3324.

Udder Event, part of Udderly Divine
Bovine Days, Oct. 4, 6 to 11 p.m.
Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol
Blvd., Pleasanton. Music by Tommy
& The 4 Speeds, voice and silent
auctions, cuisine tasting from local
restaurants, Alviso Adobe Commu-
nity Park history slide show. Fund-
raising for the park and Museum on
Main. Ticket information, call Joanie
Fields, chairperson, 462-4312.

Valley Concert Chorale, benefit con-
cert featuring Dan Glover. Sat., Oct.
4, 7:30 p.m. Location to be an-
n o u n c e d .
www.valleyconcertchorale.org.

Hop & Vine Fest Downtown Pleasan-
ton, 1-5 p.m. Sunday, October 5.
Parking lot behind the Cheese Fac-
tory building at 830 Main Street.
Admission is free. Word of Mouth
will provide entertainment with the

sounds of dance and top 40’s songs.
A variety of beers, microbrews, and
wines. Food by Cabana Dave.
www.pleasantondowntown.net or
contact event coordinator Nickie
Hoppe at the Pleasanton Downtown
Association 484-2199, ext. 4#.

Century House Poetry Reading, Oct.
5, 2 to 4 p.m. Century House, Pleas-
anton. Hosted by Pleasanton Poet
Laureate Martha Meltzer. Guest po-
ets Sandy Stillwell and Eric Nocholas
followed by open mic. Information
931-5350. $5.

Discussion of "The Great Gatsby,"
Oct. 5, Catherine Eagan, Gatsby spe-
cialist from Las Positas College, will
lead us in a discussion of "The Great
Gatsby" at 2:00 p.m. Sponsored by
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400
Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton. Free.
Information: 925-931-3405.

The Untouchables, Oct. 8, The Pleas-
anton Downtown Association hosts
"Dollar Nights at the Movies" At 7:00
p.m. in Veteran's Memorial Hall,
corner of Main Street and Old Bernal,
Pleasanton. Information: 925-931-
3405.

Livermore-Amador Symphony Pops
Concert, Pops Goes to the Movies,
fund-raiser for the symphony. Fri.
and Sat., Oct. 10 and 11, The Barn,

3131 Pacific Ave., Livermore. Doors
open 7 p.m., concert at 8 p.m. $20
reserved table seating tickets.
www.livamsymph.org.

The Barber of Seville, Livermore
Valley Opera, Oct. 10, 11, 12, 15, 17,
18, 19. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800,
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Ekphrasis Art and Poetry Exhibition,
to be held Oct. 11 through Dec. 22.
Windermere’s downtown Livermore
office, 1790 First Street Two recep-
tions will be held. Windermere Wel-
come Home will sponsor a Visual
Arts reception sometime in October.
The City of Livermore will sponsor
a Reception for Poets and Artists the
afternoon of Nov. 22. For more
information, contact Cher Wollard at
925 824-4824 or
cherw@windermere.com or Connie
Post at connie@poetrypost.com.

Pacific Chamber Symphony Concert,
The Orchestra Winds, Thurs., Oct.
16, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400
First St., Livermore. Classical era
works by Mozart and Beethoven to
the Strauss’ Suite for winds and
Dvorak’s Serenade. $38/$32/$26
students $7. 925-373-6800,
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Livermore Art Association (LAA) and Pleasanton Art League (PAL) meeting set
for Mon., Oct. 20, 7:30 to 9 p.m. It will feature an art display and lecture by Mary
Lou Correia, who paints on location, using oils and pastels. Her work is
influenced by impressionism. She uses lush colors to illustrate her landscapes.
The meeting is at the Almond Avenue School, 1401 Almond Avenue in Livermore.
Additional parking is at the rear of the school. For more information visit
website www.livermoreartassociation.org. The public is invited to attend. There
is no admission charge. The photo is of "Mt. Diablo with Fall Colors," by
Correia.
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION

PLACING LEGAL NOTICES
 CONTACT BARBARA @

 925 243-8000

STATEMENT OF
 ABANDONMENT OF USE
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME FILE NO. 372286

The following person (s) has
(have) abandoned the use of
the fictitious business
name:Windermere East Bay
Realty, 1550 Via Di Salerno,

Pleasanton Ca 94566.
The Fictitious business Name
Statement for the Partnership
was filed on December 5,
2005 in the County of
Alameda.
PG Partner’s Inc., 7031 Koll
Center Pkwy #210, Pleasan-
ton Ca 94566
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jahan Honardoost for
Ignatio Monamalis
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda

on August 29, 2008.
The Independent Legal No.
2377. Publish September 11,
18, 25, October 2, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415087

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Premier
RealEstate and Investment
Group, 7031 Koll Center Pkwy
Ste 210, Pleasanton Ca 94566
is hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
PG Partners, Inc., 7031 Koll
Center Pkwy Ste 210, Pleas-
anton Ca 94566
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on August 29, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jahan Honardoost
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on August 29, 2008. Expires
August 29, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2378. Publish September 11,
18, 25, October 2, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415125

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:
YourOfficeCoffeeService.Com,
1989 Santa Rita Road, Pleas-
anton Ca 94566 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Your Office Coffee Service,
LLC., 3323 Arbor Dr., Pleas-

anton Ca 94566
This business is conducted
by:a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on June 17, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Richard A. Miller
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 2, 2008. Expires
September 2, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2379. Publish September 11,
18, 25, October 2, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415157

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:American
Services PM, 1859 Zenato Pl.,
Pleasanton Ca 94566 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Rima Abboud, 1859 Zenato
Pl., Pleasanton Ca 94566
Fayez Abboud, 1859 Zenato
Pl., Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Rima Abboud
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 3, 2008. Expires
September 3, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2380. Publish September 11,
18, 25, October 2, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415355

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:RJ’s Popi
Lounge, 3059-D Hopyard
Rd., Pleasanton Ca 94588 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Richard J. Westwood, 5653
Firestone Rd., Livermore Ca
94551
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Richard J. Westwood
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 8, 2008. Expires
September 8, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2381. Publish September 18,
25, October 2, 9, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415542

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Accounting
Computer Consulting, 5218
Bianca Way, Livermore Ca
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Linda Marie Therp, 5218
Bianca Way, Livermore Ca
94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on September 9, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Linda Marie Therp
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 10, 2008. Ex-
pires September 10, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2382. Publish September 18,
25, October 2, 9, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415393

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Car, Inc., 5462
Betty Circle, Livermore Ca
94550 is hereby registered by
the following owner (s):
Consumers Advantage Realty,
5462 Betty Circle, Livermore
Ca 94550
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Dennly R. Becker
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda

Livermore Valley Performing Act Center's Fall Gala featuring
the Smothers Brothers, masters of timing and practitioners of
timeless comedy, comes to Livermore on October 3rd to a sold
out audience.

Dan White, author of The Cac-
tus Eaters: How I Lost My Mind
– and Almost Found Myself – on
the Pacific Crest Trail, will speak
at the Livermore Public Library
Civic Center, 1188 S. Livermore
Avenue, at 7pm on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 7.

There is no charge for this
event.

The book tells the history of
the Pacific Crest Trail and an ex-
ploration of the darker side of
America’s wilderness, The Cac-
tus Eaters is a wickedly funny
travel memoir with heart.

White’s humorous and heart-
felt memoir, The Cactus Eaters,
tracks the journey of Dan and his
girlfriend, two inexperienced
hikers, as they take on the chal-
lenging 2,650-mile Pacific Crest
Trail – a route that stretches from
Mexico to Canada, through boil-
ing desert, snowcapped moun-
tain passes, and bear country.  As
he charts their moments of brav-
ery, stupidity, and luck, White
shares their encounters with a
veritable parade of backwoods
characters – each one an unfor-
gettable wonder of humanity and
a testament to the transformative
powers of nature.

The Friends of the Livermore
Library have underwritten this
program as part of the Friends
Authors and Arts Series.

For additional events, check
the library’s website at
www.livermore.lib.ca.us. For fur-
ther information about programs,
please contact Joyce Nevins at
(925) 373-5500 extension 5577.

Jesse Hendricks will present a Spanish guitar recital at the Pleas-
anton Library on Sun., Oct. 12 at 2 p.m.

Hendricks has been playing Spanish guitar for 15 years. It is con-
sidered to be one of the most melodic and beautiful of all instru-
ments.

His repertoire includes music from the Renaissance and Baroque
periods, music of the late Romantic composers Isaac Albeniz and
Enrique Granados, as well as contemporary periods.

In his library concert, Hendricks will play music from his new CD,
“Music of Americas” which includes music from America, Brazil,
Venezuela, and Argentina.

There is no admission charge. No registration is required. The
library is located at 400 Old Bernal Ave.

For more information, call Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

By Ron McNicoll
 “Most people walk through

(a park) and enjoy the place. Art-
ists take a little more time, and
find the things that are extraor-
dinary,” said artist Bill Carmel.

Carmel, who lives in Danville,
made his remarks to an audience
at an art opening Sept. 24 at the
Bankhead Theater in Livermore.
The art show is a joint project
between the theater and the East
Bay Regional Park District
(EBRPD).

Len Alexander, executive di-
rector of Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center (LVPAC),
praised EBRPD for being very
good at what they do, and hoped
that the performing arts center
would also meet with similar suc-
cess in the community. Noting
that EBRPD is observing its 75th
anniversary, Alexander said, “We
hope to be around a long time,
too.”

‘A DIFFERENT VIEW’
OF PARKS

The theme of the 29 works on
display is “A Different View.”
There was a broad range of styles
represented, from a finely struc-
tured digital photograph of a pea-
cock viewed from the back, sur-
prisingly mostly white and gray,
to Carmel’s sculpture as a politi-
cal statement “Target Earth.”

Carmel’s sculpture, created
this year in epoxy and acrylic
paint, shows Briones Park in
Lafayette from above. The park
is round, so it lent itself to the
target theme. The tiny trees clus-
tered along the small arroyos run-

Artists Show The Extraordinary In Parks
ning down the hills, are buckshot
beebes painted green.

Carmel told the Independent
that he developed the “target”
idea after former Rep. Richard
Pombo, who was defeated in
2006, said he wanted to sell some
of the national parks. (Pombo’s
aides denied it at the time, say-
ing that putting certain parks on
a “surplus land for sale” list was
just a procedural move. They said
that it is traditionally done when
certain drafts of the federal bud-
get are called for in Congress.)

In general, nature is a target,
too, said Carmel. “Some people
feel enabled to use the Earth for
what they want. Since the indus-
trial age, the scale has increased
to where it becomes dangerous
(to the planet).” “I’m not anti-es-
tablishment or anti-growth. I just
want accountability, so we can
decide as a society what we are
doing. I write to Bush, but he
doesn’t reply,” said Carmel.

PHOTOGRAPHER
LIKES DEL VALLE

Dublin photographer Marc
Davis entered two photos shot in
Del Valle Park. He won a prize
for one of them, “Del Valle Shad-
ows.” The photo shows the
shadow side of a large tree was
framed by a meadow, and back-
lighted by cloud-diffused sun-
light.

Davis, who works in Liver-
more for Curtis Instruments, won
a silver prize last year at the
Alameda County Fair for his
photography. He also won “best
in show” at the San Mateo

County Fair.
Davis likes to shoot at Del

Valle with friend and co-worker
Lawrence Piggins, who had three
entries in the Bankhead show.
Davis also takes his two children
to the park, to acquaint them with
nature. He said his children en-
joy playing geo-caching, a game
in which players use global po-
sitioning devices to find caches
in plastic containers, which have
been buried in the park as part of
the game. “It’s sort of a treasure
hunt,” said Davis.
TED WIESKAMP  A WINNER

Another area contestant who
walked off with a prize was Ted
Wieskamp, who is married to Ayn
Wieskamp. She is the area’s rep-
resentative on the EBRPD board,
and helped emcee the awards cer-
emony at the Bankhead.

Ted Wieskamp is a retired
LLNL employee who took up
photography a few years ago. His
contest entry was a four-photo
montage of wind-rendered, soft-
stone sculptures on Brushy Peak.

Asked what he likes to photo-
graph, Wieskamp said, “Interest-
ing things. I have a picture of a
flower in Australia. I have never
seen anything like it. The art at
the (Bankhead) show was just
fantastic. There were a lot of
those where you say, ‘I wish they
were mine.’”

The show will be open only
once more to the public during
ArtWalk on Oct. 11. Otherwise,
only theater-goers at various
events will be able to view the
exhibit.

'Cactus Eaters'
Author Speaks at
Livermore Library

Guitarist Performs Recital at Library
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on September 9, 2008. Expires
September 9, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2383. Publish September 18,
25, October 2, 9, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415525

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:JP Handyman
Services, 620 South “K” Street,
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Joe Pitta Jr., 620 South “K”
Street, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on August 1, 2008.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Joe Pitta Jr.
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 10, 2008. Ex-
pires September 10, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2384. Publish September 25,
October 2, 9, 16, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415367

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Family Orth-
odontics of Dublin, 6378 Clark
Ave., Dublin Ca 94568 is
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner (s):
Susan Hsieh, 4365 Fitz-Will-
iam St., Dublin Ca 94568
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Susan Hsieh
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 8, 2008. Expires
September 8, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2385. Publish September 25,
October 2, 9, 16, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415912

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Taylor Made
Construction, 3111 Saginaw
Court, Pleasanton Ca 94588
is hereby registered by the
following owner (s):
Jeffrey Lane Taylor, 3111
Saginaw Ct., Pleasanton Ca
94588
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jeffrey L. Taylor
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 19, 2008. Ex-
pires September 19, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2386. Publish September 25,
October 2, 9, 16, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415599

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Image Setters,
2178 Rheem Dr. Ste C, Pleas-
anton Ca 94588 is hereby
registered by the following
owner (s):
Computer Technology Spe-
cialists, Inc., 2178 Rheem Dr.
Ste C., Pleasanton Ca 94588
This business is conducted
by:a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed
above on 1984.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Evonne Hopkins
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 11, 2008. Ex-
pires September 11, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2387. Publish September 25,
October 2, 9, 16, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415520

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:Perfecto Cafe,
6923 Sunridge Dr., Livermore
Ca 94551 is hereby registered
by the following owner (s):
Heather Renae Mariconi,
6923 Sunridge Dr., Livermore
Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Heather Mariconi
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 10, 2008. Ex-
pires September 10, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2388. Publish September 25,
October 2, 9, 16, 2008.

STATEMENT
ABANDONMENT

OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO. 406859

The following person (s) has
(have) Abandoned the use of
the Fictitious Business
Name:All About Skin, 1475
Cedarwood Lane Ste B, Pleas-
anton Ca 94566
The Fictitious Business Name
Statement for the registrant
was filed on February 13, 2008
in the County of Alameda.
Barbara Renee Perez, 3564
Stacey Ct., Pleasanton Ca
94588
This business was conducted
by:an Individual
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Barbara Perez
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
County on September 16,
2008.
The Independent Legal No.
2389. Publish October 2, 9, 16,
23, 2008.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 415883

The following person (s) do-
ing business as:HoopCraft,
1112 Arlington Rd., Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner
(s):
Laurie Therese Williams,
1112 Arlington Rd., Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the

fictitious business name or
names listed.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Laurie Williams
This statement was filed with
the County Clerk of Alameda
on September 19, 2008. Ex-
pires September 19, 2013.
The Independent Legal No.
2390. Publish October 2, 9, 16,
23,2008.

ANIMALS
1)BIRDS/OTHER

BEAUTIFUL WHITE DOVES
$10 Ea.  Livermore Area.

408 897-3156

1) CATS/DOGS

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for
adoption information contact
Valley Humane Society at
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  TVAR,
the Tri-Valley Animal Rescue,
offers animals for adoption ev-
ery Saturday and Sunday, ex-
cluding most holidays.  On Sat-
urdays from 9:30 am to 1:00
pm, both dogs and cats are
available at the Pleasanton
Farmers Market at W. Angela
and First Streets.  Two locations
will showcase cats only:
Petsmart in Dublin from noon
to 4  and the Pet Food Express
in Livermore from 1  to 4.  On
Sundays, cats are available at
Petsmart in Dublin from 1:00
to 4:00, and PetCo in San Ra-
mon from 11:00 to 3:00.    For
more information, call TVAR at
(925) 803-7043 or visit our
website at www.tvar.org.

FOUND AN ANIMAL? Free
Section. Call Barbara 243-
8000 to place an ad.

LOST A FAMILY PET?  Free
Section. Call Barbara  925
243-8000 to let 49,118 house-
holds know!

7)LOST

LOST CAT

Black and White Persian Male
mostly white in Pleasanton
west side of Stoneridge, on
Live Oak Ct.. Name is Magic.
REWARD 925 381-9455

LOST MALE CAT
Orange Marmalade

 One Year Old
Lost Near Westside of

 Black Ave.
Name Munchie
925 846-8562

LOST COCKATIEL
Near East Avenue & Delores,

answers to “Pretty Bird”
Yellow, Grey & White.
 Call 926 447-6041

LOST DOG
Small Black Dog -Mix

Longhair, Yellow Tag, Red
Collar Call 925 455-8753

AUTOS/BOATS/RV’S/TRUCKS
7)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE
$1000 Grocery Coupon. Your
Choice. Noahs Arc - Support
No Kill Shelters, Advance Vet-
erinary Treatments. Free Tow-
ing, IRS Tax Deductible, Non-
Runners.
1-866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR:
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help
Save A Child’s Life Through
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy &
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR
HERE. Call Barbara  at

925-243-8000
0R

www.independentnews.com
Pay by Credit Card  for any
Classified or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS
NEEDED for elder care.

Light housekeeping
errands transportation

meal prep personal care.
Please fax resume

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ABSOLUTELY RECESSION
PROOF! Do You Earn $800 in
a Day? Your Own Local Vend-
ing Route Includes 30 Ma-
chines and Candy for $9,995.
MultiVend LLC, 1-888-625-
2405. (CAL*SCAN)

HOTTEST ENERGY DRINK
Route Available. $40K-$400K
Profit Potential Yearly! Turn Key
Established National Ac-
counts. Call 24/7 1-888-428-
5392 Code 305. Minimum In-
vestment Required!
(CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area com-
panies. Check with the local
Better Business Bureau before
you send any money or fees.
Read and understand any
contracts before you sign.
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

PART TIME OFFICE
CLEANER  Evening Hours,

Tuesdays - Saturdays
In the City of Livermore.
 Need to have a  Valid

 California Drivers License.
 If interested, please call

 209-833-8199

ELECTRICAL APPRENTICE-
SHIPS. Openings in all aspects
of electrical work. Paid training,
benefits, and advancement
opportunities. High school
grads ages 17-34. Paid relo-
cation expenses. Call: 1-800-
345-6289. (CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED
AD

 call  Barbara 925 243-8000
or go on-line at

www.independentnews.com
Also available pay by Credit
Card for Classified and Dis-
play Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVERS:
CDL-A Teams-

Midwest Carrier!
46-82 Split Specialty Cargo!

Plenty of Miles!
866-204-8006

Apply: www.randrtruck.com

DRIVER - CDL Training $0
down, financing by Central Re-
frigerated. Drive for Central,
earn up to $40K/year. Owner
Operators average $60k/Year
1-800-587-0029 x4779.
www.CentralDrivingJobs.net
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER: Don’t Just Start Your
Career, Start It Right! Com-
pany Sponsored CDL training
in 2 weeks. Must be 21. Have
CDL? Tuition Reimburse-
ment! www.JoinCRST.com 1-
800-781-2778. (CAL*SCAN)

DRIVER - $5K SIGN-ON Bonus
for Experienced Teams: Dry
Van & Temp Control available.
O/O’s & CDL-A Grads welcome.
Call Covenant 1-866-684-
2519 EOE. (CAL*SCAN)

TEAMS LOOK NO FURTHER
Than Heartland! We have
great miles, great pay,
1100 mile length of haul, west-
ern freight, drop and
hook, no touch, hometime
and more. Heartland Ex-
press 1-800-441-4953.
www.HeartlandExpress.com
(CAL*SCAN)

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS. CDL A
team & solo owner operators.
$1.00 empty. Up to $2.45
loaded. OTR & regional posi-
tions. Ammo experience a
plus. Sign-on bonus nego-
tiable. 1-800-835-9471.
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS: CALL ASAP! Sign-
On Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn
over $1000 weekly, Excellent
Benefits. Need CDL-A and
3 months recent OTR.
1 - 8 7 7 - 2 5 8 - 8 7 8 2 .
w w w. M e l t o n Tr u c k . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

OTR DRIVERS DESERVE more
pay and more hometime!
$.41/mile! Home weekends!
Run our western region!
Health, Dental, Life In-
surance! Heartland Express
1 - 8 0 0 - 4 4 1 - 4 9 5 3 .
www.HeartlandExpress.com
(CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches over
45,893 Homes

and
over 3,225

Local Businesses
mailed

Home Delivery
in

Livermore
Pleasanton & Sunol

Call Barbara
925 243-8000

76)HELP WANTED SALES

AWESOME TRAVEL JOB!!
Over 18? Join our traveling
sales team! Great earning po-
tential. 2 weeks paid training.
Lodging, transportation pro-
vided. Return guaranteed. Call
1-877-646-5050. (CAL*SCAN)

90)SALES & MARKETING

Travel Company seeking
motivated individuals!

Excellent commissions,
incentives and

bonuses!! Get paid to
travel. Car bonus, House

bonus too! Call for
more info!

chris@ 925-705-6705

MERCHANDISE
109)EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY
$2,990 - Convert your
Logs To Valuable Lumber
with your own Norwood por-
table band sawmill. Log
skidders also available.
www.NorwoodSawMills.com/

300N -FREE Information: 1-
800-578-1363 - x300-N.
(CAL*SCAN)

110)ESTATE SALE

ESTATE SALE
Oct 3rd and Oct 4th

8 AM - 3PM, Fri and Sat
3953 Santa Clara Ave. Liv.

Low prices; Great Gifts!
Furniture, Travel

momentos, Kitchen
supplies, Clothing,

 W-14, Holiday Deco,
Office supplies, Linens,

Patio, Special Estate Items.
Reduced prices Sat.
Benefit LAS Guild.

118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

FREE POSTER SIZE
CLIP ART BOOKS

Good for Projects & Color-
ing Would like to be given
to: Schools, Churches, Day
Cares Call 925 447-8700
Barbara

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY SECTION

Call 925 243-8000 Barbara

121)GARAGE/FLEA MAR-
KET/YARD SALES

CROCE FAMILY FLEA
MARKET

Croce Elementary
5650 Scenic Ave.

Livermore
Saturday 10/04 9am-3pm

GREAT DEALS!
 Come join us!

HUMONGOUS YARD SALE
Oct 4th 8-2pm

15661 Washington Ave.
 San Lorenzo

 Proceeds Charitable.
Harmony Fusion Chorus

Rain or Shine! Call Barbara
925-243-8000 or go to
www.independentnews.com
before 8am Tuesdays to get
your ad in for the next edition.

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items
here for sale. Call

925 243-8000 or go on-line
at

www.independentnews.com
Also you can pay by Credit

Card for Classified
and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
151)ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Axis Health Center
4361 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. Serves Valley residents
with emphasis on those with
low income. The center has
general medical services, fam-
ily planning, well baby, prena-
tal and maternity programs,
social services, blood pres-
sure checks, WIC food supple-
ment programs, premarital
blood test, sports/camp physi-
cals, TB screening, free trans-
portation available.    925 462-
1755

155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: Cali-
fornia law requires that con-
tractors taking jobs that total
$500 or more (labor and/or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license numbers on all adver-

tising. Check your contractor’s
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unli-
censed persons taking jobs
less than $500 must state in
their advertisements that they
are not licensed by the Con-
tractors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act,
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, and state law prohibit
advertisements for housing
and employment that contain
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on pro-
tected classes, including race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national ori-
gin. IVPC does not knowingly
accept any advertisements
that are in violation of the law.

157)APT/CONDOS/HOUSE/
TOWNHOUSE/RENTAL

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? Let
the 49,119+ households that
read the Independent find out
about it. . To place an ad go to
www.independentnews.com
or call Barbara at 925 243-
8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

163) HOMES/TOWNHOUSE
FOR SALE

Call Barbara 925 243-8000 to
place your ad

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIVING
SPACE By Advertising with The
Independent reaching over
49,119 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad place-
ment. Call Barbara 925 243-
8000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT
OF STATE

ARIZONA LAND BARGAIN
36 Acres - $24,900. Beautiful

mountain property in
Arizona’s Wine Country.
Price reduced in buyers
market. Won’t last! Good
access & views. Eureka

Springs Ranch offered by
AZLR. ADWR report &

financing available. 1-877-
301-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

NEW TO MARKET New
Mexico Ranch Dispersal 140

acres - $89,900. River
Access Northern New

Mexico. Call 6,000’ elevation
with stunning views. Great

tree cover including
Ponderosa, rolling
grassland and rock

outcroppings. Abundant
wildlife, great hunting. EZ
terms. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-

866-360-5263. (CAL*SCAN)

LAKEFRONT OPPORTUNITY.
Nevada’s 3rd Largest Lake.
Approx. 2 hrs. South of Carson
City. 1 ac Dockable $149,900.
1 ac Lake Access $49,900.
38,000 ac Walker Lake, very
rare. Home sites on paved road
with city water. Magnificent
views, very limited supply. New
to market.www.NVLR.com  Call
1-877-542-6628. (CAL*SCAN)

NEW MEXICO SACRIFICE!
140 acres was $149,900, Now
Only $69,900. Amazing 6000
ft. elevation. Incredible moun-
tain views. Mature tree cover.
Power & year round roads.
Excellent financing. Priced for
quick sale. Call NML&R, Inc. 1-
888-204-9760. (CAL*SCAN)

PRICED TO SELL! Newly Re-
leased Colorado Mountain
Ranch. 35 acres-$39,900. Ma-
jestic lake & Mountain views,
adjacent to national forest for
camping or hiking, close to
conveniences. EZ terms. 1-
866-353-4807. (CAL*SCAN)

35+ Acres from $34,900. First
Come, First Served Saturday,
October 4, 2008. Southern
Colorado ranches. Excellent fi-
nancing available. Call for
your private property tour. 1-
866-696-5263 x 4574.
(CAL*SCAN)

SERVICES
176)BUSINESS SERVICES

A BEST-KEPT CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING SECRET! A 25-
word classified ad costs $550,
is placed in 240 community
newspapers and reaches 6
million Californians!   Call for
more information (916) 288-
6010; (916) 288-6019
w w w . C a l - S C A N . c o m
(CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE EFFECTIVELY!
Reach over 3 million Califor-
nians in 140 community news-
papers. Cost $1,550 for a
3.75”x2” display ad Super
value!  Call (916) 288-6010;
(916) 288-6019,  www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

Looking for a cost efficient
way to get out a NEWS
RELEASE? The California
Press Release Service
is the only service with 500
current daily, weekly
and college newspaper con-
tacts in California. Questions
call (916) 288-6010.
www.CaliforniaPressRelease
Service.com (CAL*SCAN)

187)SCHOOLS/INSTRUCTION

GET CRANE TRAINED! Crane/
Heavy Equipment Training.
National Certification Prep.
Placement Assistance. Finan-
cial Assistance. Northern Cali-
fornia College of Construction.
www.Heavy4.com Use Code
“NCPA1” 1-866-302-7462.
(CAL*SCAN)

Building “Green” in Livermore
Dutro House Open This Weekend

By Cher Wollard
The two-story home at the corner of Sixth and South N streets

with the “For Sale” sign out front looks like many other newly con-
structed houses in Livermore: inviting front porch, painted wood
siding, big windows, detached garage.

But this house has a significant claim to fame:  It is the first
single-family home to be designated “green” under the city’s new
program aimed at encouraging conservation of natural resources.
And “green” draws attention these days.

 “There is definitely more interest because this is a ‘green’ home,”
said Realtor Katherine Poynter, who is co-listing the property with
Jay Frost. “People want to know what a ‘green’ house would look
like and how it would save them money.”

What this one looks like is a farmhouse-style home with open
floorplan, high ceilings, broad-plank wood floors and granite
countertops, similar in appearance to other upscale new homes in
the community. Even the Energy Star appliances inside would not
signal that this home is unusual, as many builders are moving to-
ward the use of the more efficient products consumers demand.

 “I think the landscaping is one thing that looks a little different
from a traditional home, because it’s designed not to use too much
water,” she said. “Everything else is in the construction, so it’s not
visual.”

Proponents say that building green has numerous benefits in ad-
dition to helping to protect the environment.

Green construction: reduces energy bills, increases a building’s
durability and ease of maintenance, reduces construction waste, and
improves air quality. Some studies have shown that use of no-VOC
paints, for instance, can reduce the rate of respiratory disease, in-
cluding allergies and asthma.

The City of Livermore also contends that green construction will
increase long-term property values.

The upscale 4-bedroom, 3-bath home on Sixth Street was built by
Orth Construction on property purchased by an investment group in
March 2007. The house replaced a cottage in poor condition that
was torn down.

As of Jan. 1, all new residential construction in Livermore must
meet a minimum of 50 points in the Build-It-Green rating system,
according to David Rashe´, permit center manager for the city and a
member of the city’s Green Building Team.

Builder Michael Orth already had all the necessary city permits
for this house before the first of the year, but decided to voluntarily
build this house to exceed the new requirements.

“The wave of the future is to go green, so I figured I might as well
go ahead,” Orth said.

The city’s “Green Team” was very helpful, he added. Since he was
meeting the guidelines voluntarily the city sponsored the certifica-
tion and provided free plan checks.

“They sort of used us as a training tool,” he said.
In fact, the Green Team, which is comprised of certified green

building professionals, will meet with anyone interested in learning
more about building a “green” home.

“We can look at projects and make recommendations, and that’s
free of charge,” Rashe´ said.

While Orth’s house is the first single-family home built to the
city’s green specifications, other projects exist that were designed
with conservation in mind.

The newly constructed Carmen Avenue Apartments is a green
project. Habitat for Humanity’s 22-home project off of East Avenue,
completed last year, is a GreenPoint rated development. Both re-
ceived green ratings in the 90s.

Orth said it isn’t difficult to meet the city’s new requirements.
“The basic building principals are the same,” he said.
But he chose to go well beyond the basics, including special –

and often costly – wood products, paints and finishes.
The house has been plumbed and prepped for solar, too, although

panels have not been installed. This is because homeowners can get
more significant rebates from the state than builders.

Even without solar panels, Orth expects the house to receive a
rating of about 98 when Build-It-Green completes the certification.

“I went the whole nine yards,” he said.
Orth doesn’t consider himself an environmentalist – just a good

businessman.
In fact, green buildings cost a little more to construct, but they

may prove to be a good investment.
A study this year by CoStar Group found that green commercial

buildings command rent premiums, have higher occupancy rates
and sell for significantly more than those constructed using tradi-
tional methods.

How that translates to residential real estate remains to be seen.
Meanwhile, Orth has several other green projects in the works.

The Dutro house, which was moved to its current location on Chest-
nut Street, another house in that neighborhood, and several on the
Southside should all receive high ratings.

The Dutro house, an historic home a developer chose to move
rather than demolish, will be open to the public this Saturday and
Sunday, Oct. 4 and 5 from 1 to 4 p.m. It is located across from
McDonalds.

 “People don’t realize that a lot of it really isn’t any different from
the way you build any other home. You just use some different mate-
rials is all,” Orth said.

Anyone considering building or remodeling a home according to
green principles can begin consulting by the city’s web site. A list of
green building practices can be found Green Building Program.

Those practices include:
• Reuse/recycling of construction and demolition waste
• High-volume recycled fly ash in concrete (25 percent mini-

mum)
• Reclaimed lumber, flooring, millwork, and other reused or sal-

vaged materials
• FSC-Certified wood, engineered lumber, Advanced Framing tech-

niques
• Recycled-content decking, ceramic tiles, glass tiles or counters,

carpet, etc.
• Rapidly renewable flooring: cork, linoleum, bamboo, natural

fiber carpet
• Low or no-VOC paint, wood finishes and adhesives; avoid prod-

ucts with added formaldehyde
• Mechanical ventilation system, heat recovery ventilation unit,

sealed-combustion furnace and water heater
• Ultra-low flush or dual-flush toilets, fixtures with below stan-

dard flow rates
• Solar water heating, photovoltaic system (solar panels), wind

turbines
• Passive solar heating, overhangs on south windows, deciduous

trees on west and south of properties
• Low-E double-pane windows
• Compact fluorescent lighting
• Low energy-using major appliances
• Tankless water heater
• Whole house fan, solar attic fan
As for the South Livermore house, Poynter says several buyers are

interested in the home and are researching how much energy savings
they might expect from Livermore’s first official “green” house.

“Someone special is going to want to say that they purchased that
home,” she said.

Cher Wollard is a local Realtor.
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By Patricia Koning
This fall, Sandia National

Laboratories is recognizing ex-
emplary teachers in science, en-
gineering, mathematics, and
technology with the first ever
Excellence in Teaching Awards.
Three teachers in the Livermore
Valley Joint Unified School Dis-
trict will receive a cash award of
$500—one each at the elemen-
tary, middle, and high school
levels.

Sandia is working with the
Livermore Valley Education
Foundation (LVEF) to adminis-

Sandia Award Recognizes Outstanding Livermore Teachers
ter the award. Recipients will be
chosen from nominations sub-
mitted by site principals. Parents,
students, and community mem-
bers who wish to see a specific
teacher nominated should speak
to the site principals.

“LVEF worked with Sandia’s
Community Relations Officer
Jim Simmons to set up an endow-
ment fund to recognize some of
Livermore’s best teachers. In
keeping with the spirit of our
donor, Sandia, we are looking for
individuals who spark students’

interests in science, math, engi-
neering, and technology,” said
LVEF President Victoria
Schellenberger.

The $40,000 endowment,
which Sandia gave to LVEF last
spring, will permanently fund the
award. “Our community has al-
ways come forward to help sup-
port education. Honoring out-
standing educators is just one
more way we are able to prove
that Livermore is a great place to
live and learn,” adds
Schellenberger.

Award recipients should dem-

onstrate a high degree of teach-
ing skill, an enduring interest in
and love of science, technology,
and mathematics, as well as the
ability to convey a passion for
these subjects to their students.
The nomination language for the
award was written broadly so that
it could apply either to a math,
science, or technology teacher or
a classroom teacher who pro-
motes such interests.

The deadline for nominations
is Oct. 15. LVEF plans to an-
nounce the winners in December.

The Livermore Area Recre-
ation and Park District (LARPD
launched its participation in the
Character Counts  program, with
plans to educate Livermore’s
youth and leaders of youth pro-
grams on building character.

Character Counts  is already
embraced by  the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District
and LARPD’s extended student

The Campus Change Network at Las Positas College will  screen
the movie “For the Bible Tells Me So” in celebration of National
Coming Out Day

On Friday, October 10th at 7 p.m., Reverend Steven F. Kindle of
Clergy United will join faculty, staff, students and community
members in a viewing and discussion of the movie "For the Bible
Tells Me So."

The movie examines how people of faith deal with the realiza-
tion of having a gay child. The movie follows five "every normal,
very Christian, very American families" including former House
Majority Leader Richard Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene
Robinson. Lending their voices to the movie are Bishop Desmond
Tutu and Reverend Jimmy Creech. The movie seeks to offer clar-
ity and understanding to those caught in the middle of scripture
and sexual identity.

"For the Bible Tells Me So" has garnered several awards and
recognitions on the international scale including being named a
2007 Sundance Film Festival Nominee for the Grand Jury Prize
and receiving the Seattle International Film Festival's Audience
Award for Best Documentary.

The movie viewing and discussion will take place in Building
2400, Room 2401 at Las Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill Drive
in Livermore. The event is free to the public. Parking is $2 and
tickets may be purchased from ticket machines in the parking lots.

For more information, please contact, TeriAnn Bengiveno at
(925) 424-1287.

Already familiar with “Na-
tional Walk to School Day,” stu-
dents at Hearst Elementary
School in Pleasanton have taken
the next step, literally and figu-
ratively.

Students and parents not only
walked together, but some rode
bicycles, scooters, skateboards,
and Wheels buses, or rode in
carpools on Sept. 24 as part of
“Pool to School” Day. It’s the first
of its kind in the Bay Area. It is a
project of the Bay Area Air Qual-
ity Board.

The idea is to cut back on air
pollution, lose weight through
exercise, and provide parents
and kids some time together.

Air board member Scott
Haggerty, the Valley’s county su-

Hearst Families Find New, Clean Ways To School
pervisor, was on hand to make a
few encouraging remarks. He was
a big mover behind having the
air board sponsor the program at
Hearst as an example to schools
throughout the Bay Area.

According to air quality board
research, picking up and drop-
ping off a child at school every
day for one month generates
three pounds of particulate mat-
ter. It’s easily inhaled, and can
build up in the neighborhood.
Having many cars coming to
schools creates potentially un-
safe traffic conditions, too.

Rosemary Booth, a represen-
tative of Wheels, was present last
week to show fifth graders and
their parents what the buses are

like inside. It’s an effort to en-
courage them to ride Wheels next
year when they are enrolled in
middle school. Wheels runs sev-
eral routes feeding the middle
schools at the beginning and end
of the school day.

Hearst principal Mike Kuhfal
said, "The event was so full of
energy and excitement. It was
great seeing the families with
kids walking and scootering.
Conversations were being held
(in families). It was a wonderful
day. We listened to speakers who
told us we are making a differ-
ence in our community and our
world.

The principal notes that
Hearst is already a green school.

“We recycle our aluminum, and
have recycling Fridays. We have
solar panels on the roof. We have
an organic garden, and we do
food scrapping to make compost
for the garden,” he said.

Students were happy to re-
ceive the free T-shirts that pro-
claimed “Spare Air Everyday” on
the front, and “I Pool To School”
on the back.

The day was so successful,
Kuhfal is encouraging students
and staff to continue the pooling
to school every Wednesday.
That’s enabled by a late start in
the school day on Wednesdays,
for a teacher collaboration pe-
riod. Students don’t start their
day until 9:15 a.m.

services programs such as the el-
ementary schools’ ESS/Kid’s
Zone program.

Administered by the non-
profit Josephson Institute, Char-
acter Counts  is a framework
based on the “Six Pillars of Char-
acter” as follows: trustworthi-
ness, respect, responsibility, fair-
ness, caring and citizenship.

Partnering with the City of

Livermore, the District is offer-
ing a free one-day training sports-
manship seminar put on by Char-
acter Counts  with the theme of
“Pursuing Victory with Honor.”
The program will be held from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct.
4, at the Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave.,
Livermore. There is no cost to
registered participants. Lunch is
included. The course will be fa-
cilitated by trainer Chuck
Schmidt, assistant executive di-
rector of the Arizona Interscho-
lastic Association. Schmidt
speaks on character education in
sports around the country.

Leaders of local youth sports
organizations, LARPD staff who
work with sports camps, repre-
sentatives from various youth
sports camps, Livermore Police

Department staff and representa-
tives from other local youth-fo-
cused organizations are encour-
aged to participate.  Information
will be provided on how to
implement Character Counts  in
organizations and how to mea-
sure the effectiveness of the eth-
ics program.

“We are excited to partner
with the City of Livermore to of-
fer this training, which will
complement the Character
Counts program already in place
in Livermore schools,” LARPD
Board President Steve Goodman
said. “The District is committed
to helping make Livermore a bet-
ter place to live.”

For more information or to
register for “Pursuing Victory
with Honor,” visit the LARPD
Web site at www.larpd.dst.ca.us
or call 925-373-5700.

Character Counts Program Offers One-Day Sportsmanship Seminar

LPC To Screen Film,
'For the Bible Tells Me So'
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Fall Classes
Some fall classes and programs

with the Livermore Area Recreation
and Park District are already in full-
swing, though others are still coming
up soon. Two of these offerings are
particularly timely for the fall season:
“Lose Weight and Feel Great!” and
“College Admission & Funding Se-
crets for Parents.”

“Lose Weight and Feel Great!” en-
courages participants to start thinking
about their diet before the food-filled
holidays hit. The course is designed for
those who have seemed to try every diet
plan out there without success. Instruc-
tor Jill Daniels teaches the class how to
lose weight and maintain it without all
the rules and restrictions of dieting.
This four-part series features work-
shops with the topics of Metabolism in
Motion, Mythbusters, Meals in the Fast
Lane and Supermarket Survival. The
class will meet from either 10 to 11 a.m.
or 7 to 8 p.m. Mondays from Oct. 6 to
27. Cost is $62 a person, with a $30
materials fee. For more information,
contact Jill Daniels at 925-784-1538 or
jill@jilldanielsrd.com.

“College Admission & Funding

Tickets are now available for Pleasanton’s whimsical Udderly
Divine Bovine Event, which celebrates the city’s pastoral past with
today’s art, cows, food and music.

Sponsored by the Amador-Livermore Valley Historical Society,
the fun kicks up on Saturday, October 4,  from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00
p.m. at the Pleasanton Senior Center,  5353 Sunol Boulevard in
Pleasanton.

The event is a benefit for the Alviso Adobe Community Park,
which is scheduled to open on October 25, and the Museum on
Main. The Alviso Adobe Community Park is a place where school
children and families will learn about the history of the Amador
Valley and of California. Visitors will get a  glimpse of times past
through the layers of history that are reflected in the restored adobe
building that was originally built in 1854 by Francisco Alviso. The
site was later occupied by the Meadowlark Dairy, California’s first
certified dairy.

Live music at the Udderly Divine Bovine Event will be provided
by Tommy & the 4Speeds, the group performs popular oldies. Cui-
sine tastings from some of the region’s eateries and food vendors are
also included with admission. They include Big Horn Grill, Eddy
Papa’s, El Balazo, Girasole, and the Pleasanton Hotel. There will be
a Belgian dark chocolate fountain with Farmer’s Market strawber-
ries for dipping, and a gourmet cheese table featuring cheeses from
around the world. Skinny Cow frozen treats by Dreyers Ice Cream
are also on the menu, which is rounded out with wines from local
Fenestra Winery and beer from The Hopyard Ale House in Pleasan-
ton.

 Voice and silent auctions are also scheduled featuring more than
60 silent auction items such as Warriors tickets and baby cow boo-
ties. Also going up on the auction block are the 28 plywood art
cows that have been decorating downtown Pleasanton for the past
several weeks. They include Bovine Beauty Contest winners
"Bovinestein" and "Rhinestone Cowgirl."

Tickets are $65 per person. Reservations for the Udderly Divine
Bovine Event can be made in person, by mail or phone to the Mu-
seum on Main. The Museum on Main is open Wednesday through
Sunday and takes cash, check, Visa or MasterCard. Please make
checks payable to ALVHS. You can reach the Museum by phone at
(925) 462-2766. The museum mailing address is: Museum on Main,
603 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 94566.

For more information about the Udderly Divine Bovine Event,

Secrets for Parents” will be offered by
Daniel K. Berman, director of
CollegeSolutionsUSA.com and a
Harvard University graduate. Berman
will discuss how to gain an edge to get
accepted to the school of choice, the
importance of a school’s reputation
and avoiding costly mistakes. The
course is designed for parents of col-
lege-bound students currently in high
school to help them learn how to get the
school of choice without emptying
their pockets. The seminar is 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Nov. 1. The cost is $27.

Class registration may be completed
online at www.larpd.dst.ca.us, by phone
at 925-373-5700 or in person at the
Robert Livermore Community Center,
4444 East Ave., Livermore. Both classes
will be held at the Robert Livermore
Community Center.

4-H Helps the Environment
If you were at Del Valle Park on

Saturday, September 20, 2008, you
may have seen something unusual.
There were many people with big blue
bags, searching for garbage on the
ground. Why were they doing that?
Well, several organizations, including

Livermore’s Del Arroyo 4-H club,
were helping clean up our parks for
Coastal Clean Up day.

This event, along with  many other
community service projects, helps kids
in Del Arroyo 4-H give back to their
community.  For more information on
Del Arroyo 4-H  write
suemichel@comcast.net or call 925-
455-4148.

Lark in the Park
“Lark in the Park,” led by a museum

docent and sponsored by Pleasanton’s
Museum On Main, takes visitors dur-
ing one Saturday each month to one of
Pleasanton’s local parks and helps you
explore the local history that surrounds
it. On October 18 the program is at the
Walnut Grove Park on Harvest Road.
Participants begin each event at the
designated park where the activities
will take place.

An information sheet on each park
will be handed out. Photos of the parks
will be available for purchase, $5 for
one quality photo; $1 for one photo-
copy.  An activity related to that park’s
history will be presented. Yearly mem-
bership in the Lark in the Park is $25 per
person and includes passport, binder,
and one photo of each park’s special
history.

Donations are accepted. A portion
will go toward the Museum’s Educa-
tional Scholarship Fund. The goal this
year is to raise $1,000 for a competitive
scholarship between the two high
schools. Next year plans are to have
scholarship programs for both schools.

To make reservations, contact the
museum at (925) 462-2766,
office@museumonmain.org, or visit
www.museumonmain.org.

Octobear Affaire
Good News Bears (GNB) is holding

an un”bear”ably fun fall event on Sat-
urday and Sunday, October 11 and 12
from 11 am - 4 pm at Alden Lane
Nursery in Livermore. The “Octobear
Affaire” is part of Alden Lane’s Fall
Festival.

Octobear Affaire will feature draw-
ings for gift baskets, bear related items
for sale, and fun for kids. In addition to
the  themed baskets, visitors can enter
to win a bear quilt or one of two
handmade collector bears.  All money
raised is used to purchase new teddy
bears for gifting. Good News Bears will
also be collecting new and gently used
stuffed animals to pass on to those in
need.

Good News Bears’ mission is to
distribute “stuffed love” to those in
need. The need increases every year.
So far this year the group has gifted
over 6000 stuffed animals to local
hospitals, emergency vehicles, shel-
ters, and more. More than 60 organiza-
tions are on the regular distribution list.
In addition to filling the need in the Tri-
Valley, the bears and other stuffed
animals travel the world in their mis-
sion to ease pain and suffering. To date,
more than 62,000 stuffed animals have
gotten in the arms of children and
seniors needing comfort.

Groups such as Operation SAM,
Axis Health Care, Valley Memorial
Hospital, Livermore’s Veteran’s Hos-
pital and Shepherd’s Gate are kept
stocked with critters to give to children
and adults needing a friends to hold
because of illness, loss, loneliness, or
trauma.

Good News Bears accepts dona-
tions of teddy bears and other animals
that are nearly new and can be passed
on to someone in need. Bring your
critters to Octobear Affaire. Receive
free drawing tickets for donations.  All
types of stuffed critters are accepted,
from Beanie Baby size to 18 inches.

Octobear Affaire is the main
fundraiser for the Good News Bears.
Drawing tickets are $1 each, 7 for $5,
or 25 for $20. Have a picture taken with
Good News Bears’ mascot from 1 -
2:30 pm each day for a small fee. Join
membears at Alden Lane, and take part

in scarecrow decorating contests,
children’s games, and a whole host of
fall related activities.

For more information, please call
Jeanie at (925) 373-7982, or check out
www.goodnewsbears.org.

Court Volunteers
Adult Volunteers Needed for new

Tri-Valley Youth Court (TVYC) to
serve as Jury Mentors and Case Manag-
ers. TVYC is a youth driven adjunct to
the traditional juvenile justice program
for first time teen offenders.  The court
meets the first Tuesday evening of each
month at the Gale/Schenone court-
house in Pleasanton from 5:30 - 7:45
pm.  For more information, visit our
website at
www.trivalleyyouthcourt.com or call
Tonya at (925) 337-7175.

Teen Volunteers Needed for new Tri
Valley Youth Court (TVYC) to serve as
Advocates (youth attorneys) and jurors.
Advocates prepare and present the case for the
Defendant.  Jurors are needed one evening per
month - the first Tuesday from 5:30 pm - 8:00
pm at the Gale/Schenone courthouse in
Pleasanton.  TVYC is a youth driven adjunct
to the traditional juvenile justice system for
first time teen offenders.  For more informa-
tion, visit our website at
www.trivalleyyouthcourt.com or call Tonya
at (925) 337-7175.

Shot Clinic
Axis Community Health has sched-

uled its free summer immunization
clinic for children on Oct. 4, Nov. 8 and
Dec. 6, from 9:00-11:30 a.m. The
clinics will take place at Axis’ Pleasan-
ton Clinic only located at 4361 Rail-
road Avenue in downtown Pleasanton.

Saturday Immunization clinics are
open to all Tri-Valley families who are
low income or uninsured, including
those enrolled in Medi-Cal and Medi-
Cal Managed Care. Parents should bring
child’s immunization records and in-
formation about family income and
medical insurance. There is a fee for
some immunizations.

Immunization appointments are
also available at (925) 462-1755.

Point Reyes Trip
Livermore Area Recreation and

Park District rangers offer the public an
opportunity to learn more about natu-
ral areas in the region. Rangers have
taken groups on guided trips through-
out the Greater Bay Area to places such
as Elkhorn Slough and Ano Nuevo
State Reserve.

This October, Ranger Glen Florey
will lead a group tour on LARPD’s
“Point Reyes Adventure.” Journey 30
miles north of San Francisco to the
Point Reyes National Seashore, and
hike to the misty and scenic Tomales
Point. After stopping at the Bear Valley
Visitor Center, the group will head to
the historic Pierce Point Ranch. The
hike to Tomales Point is about two and
a half miles, with beautiful scenery and
majestic tule elk grazing the hillsides
along the way. The group will stop for
lunch along the way.

The day trip is scheduled from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 18. The
cost is $45, which includes transporta-
tion to Point Reyes. Because this is a
group tour, there will be no refunds.
Advance registration is required and
can be done online at
www.larpd.dst.ca.us, by phone at 925-
373-5700 or in person at the Robert
Livermore Community Center, 4444
East Ave., Livermore. Deadline for
registration is Friday, Oct. 10. When
registering, reference class No. 7034.

Youth Leadership
Alameda County is currently ac-

cepting applications for Youth Leader-
ship 2008-09, a five-session program
focused on leadership and local gov-
ernment designed specifically for
County high school juniors and se-
niors.

This free program will accept ap-

proximately 30 high school juniors
and seniors representing every geo-
graphic area in the County. The group
will come together on five Saturday
mornings, over five months to hear
presentations and discuss what it takes
to be an active participant in local
government as a resident, an employee,
a community leader, and an elected
official.  Applications are available
from the County by calling (510) 272-
6984 or using the County website
www.acgov.org.  Applications must be
returned to the County by October 1,
2008.  Participants will be selected on
a first-come, first-serve basis by geo-
graphic area.

“We are excited to begin the sev-
enth Youth Leadership program,” says
Board of Supervisors President Scott
Haggerty.  “It’s an excellent way for
high school students to learn about
Alameda County government and to
practice leadership skills while meeting
students from all over the County.”

Session dates are October 18, No-
vember 15 and December 20, 2008
and January 10 and January 31, 2009.
Sessions will also focus on the role of
County government in delivering criti-
cally-needed services, such as public
assistance, public protection and the
wide variety of youth-focused pro-
grams offered by Alameda County.
Participants will have an opportunity to
visit various County facilities.

Youth Leadership 2008-09 is spon-
sored by the Alameda County Board of
Supervisors and the County
Administrator’s Office.

Udderly Divine Bovine
Event This Saturday

Just some of the decorated cows to be auctioned off during
the Bovine Event.


