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PET OF THE WEEK
Chirp, chirp, chirp. Meet Silas. Silas is a vocal kitty who loves 
to lounge around. His favorite place to sleep is on a cozy 
dog bed or in the window sill. He is a mellow dude looking 
for a home that will chat with him on the regular. He tends to 
“chirp” more often than “meow." If you are looking for a feline 
companion, come on down to Valley Humane Society’s Kitty 
City. To learn more, call 925-426-8656 or visit the website www.
valleyhumane.org. Valley Humane Society is located at 3670 
Nevada Street in Pleasanton. Hours are Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Photo courtesy of Shireen Deo 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Foothill High School shutout Granada High School, 35 to 0, in an EBAL match-up last week. In 
the photo, Nicholas Pletschette (65), Nicholas LaTourette (56) and Jake Kearney (33) team up to 
bring down Foothill fullback Grifith Gates.

Junction Ave. 
K-8 Scores
Big with New 
Futsal Court
By Patricia Koning 

About a year ago, Junction 
Avenue K-8 teacher Robert Bell 
started an after school Futsal 
Club that proved wildly suc-
cessful. He was hoping for 15 
students and over 100 turned out 
to play. He imagined that one day, 
maybe four or five years into the 
future, he might raise enough 
money to put in a real futsal 
court, with fences, official goals, 
and a playing surface designed 
for the sport.

That day came earlier this 
month, less than a year after the 
Junction Futsal Club began. Last 
Friday, parents, students, teach-
ers, community members, School 
Board representatives, adminis-
trators from the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD), and city officials 
gathered for the inauguration of 
the new futsal court. 

Bell is thrilled with how far 
the Futsal Club has come in 
such a short period of time. He 
now runs a Saturday recreational 
league, Futsal for All, and Mario 
Gonzalez, a well-known futsal 
coach from San Jose, is leading 
training sessions. Last year, the 
club played against teams from 
Quarry Lane School, Ballistic 
United Soccer Club, one of Go-
nazalez’ MACSA teams, and a 
visiting Australian team.

“When I look at the new court, 
I don’t get caught up in the shine 

(See FUTSAL, page 7)

Livermore will mark Food 
Day on Tues., Oct. 25 at 11:30 
a.m. at the Garden of Grace 
at Asbury Methodist Church. 
The event celebrates a unique 
partnership involving Asbury, 
Open Heart Kitchen, the Garden 
of Grace, and Alameda County 
Master Gardeners.  

The Open Heart Kitchen and 
the Garden of Grace partner to 
grow, prepare and serve healthy 
food to Livermore’s hungry. 
Fresh organic produce is hand-
carried directly from the Garden 
of Grace to the Asbury kitchen 
where Open Heart volunteers use 
the produce in their meals. Peel-
ings and scraps are returned to the 
garden to be composted and then 
used to fertilize the next garden 
vegetable crop. 

Food Day is about bringing 
communities together to begin an 
all-inclusive conversation about 
the way we produce, consume, 
and think about food in this 
country

The Garden of Grace, founded 
by Bruce Campbell and Mark 
Brunell, Master Gardeners of 
Alameda County, provides a 
year-round stream of organic 
vegetables to the Open Heart 
Kitchen. Other missions of the 
Garden include teaching sustain-
able/organic gardening, provid-
ing a local organic demonstration 
and crop trials garden, raising 
awareness of the importance 
of urban/suburban food and 
championing and facilitating its 

Livermore to 
Mark Food Day 
On October 25

(See FOOD DAY, page 2)

Senior manager Bill Even discusses “Clean Energy versus Pollution” with artists Cianna Chavez 
and Brandon McCullough. (photo by Randy Wong)

As Sandia employees enter 
the Micro and Nano Technolo-
gies Laboratory each morning, 
they will soon be greeted by 
Hydrogen man, as depicted in 
the mural “Hydrogen Man ver-
sus Carbo”. Occupants of other 
buildings need not feel jealous, 
however – Hydrogen Man, along 
with four other clean-energy 
themed murals, will be rotated 
among the building lobbies at 
Sandia National Laboratories.

Local middle and high school 
students created the murals this 
summer through the Path to 
Picasso program, a partnership 
between Horizons Family Coun-
seling, the City of Livermore, and 
the Livermore Police Depart-
ment. The program, now in its 
fifth year, gives at-risk youth the 

Path to Picasso 
Decorates Sandia 

opportunity to work with a local 
professional artist to create a 
large piece of art that is displayed 
publicly. 

Horizons, a division of the 
Livermore Police Department, 
provides family counseling, case 
management, and parent training 
for Tri-Valley families. The idea 
for the Path to Picasso Sandia 
project first emerged last year 
when Horizons participated in 
an event for Sandia Helps and 
Reaches Everyone (SHARE), 
the site’s employee contribution 
program. 

“I noticed some blank walls 
and started to imagine the pos-
sibilities,” said Horizons youth 
and family services manager 
Lynn Gardner. “Path to Picasso 

(See PICASSO, page 5)

Livermore was profiled a 
week ago Tuesday as part of the 
ongoing “Strong Cities, Strong 
State” campaign highlighting 
local government success stories 
across California.  “Strong Cities, 
Strong State” is a project of the 

Pleasanton school trustees are 
setting the district's goals a little 
higher for the coming school 
year. Soon they will have one 
more trustee to help them.

They are also laying the phil-
osophical groundwork for the 
district's strategic plan, which 
has not been updated since 
2004.

The trustees discussed four 

By Jeff Garberson
The Earth's climate is chang-

ing so rapidly that by the end of 
this century, if we don't act very 
soon, we may appear to be living 
on a "different planet," an atmo-
spheric expert believes.

Ron Cohen, a prominent at-
mospheric chemist who conducts 
research both on the UC-Berke-
ley campus and at Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory, 
told a Livermore audience that 

Climate Change Called Rapid and Alarming
signs of change are numerous and 
specific, going beyond simple 
temperature measurements. 

They include sea level rise, 
the shrinking of glaciers and 
changing patterns of precipita-
tion and drought.  They also 
include detailed studies – some 
of them conducted at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
-- demonstrating that the effects 
cannot be accounted for by natu-
ral processes, like solar cycles.

Last year tied with 2005 for 
the warmest globally, Cohen 
said.  2010 was also the wettest 
year on record.  In the U.S. , 
1302 tornadoes made it one of 
the 10 most active tornado years 
on record.

It is generally not possible to 
connect weather records with cli-
mate change.  Climate is the long 
term average of weather, which 
changes daily and regionally.  
However, the broad scientific 

picture of atmospheric warming 
is largely unchanged since it was 
first detailed more than a cen-
tury ago by the Swedish chemist 
Svante Arrhenius.

Arrhenius estimated that the 
world's temperature would in-
crease by about 4 degrees if 
carbon dioxide concentration in 
the atmosphere doubled.

"This is the same answer we 
find today," Cohen said.   

Cohen spoke last week at 

Livermore's Bankhead Theater as 
part of the Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series.

The fundamental problem is 
that while the Earth tries to bal-
ance its heat budget each day by 
radiating out to space as much 
energy as it receives from the sun, 
more heat-trapping gases have 
accumulated in the past 200 years 
to inhibit the outward flow.  As a 
result, the Earth is warming.

(See CLIMATE, page 5)

Livermore Profiled In California's 'Strong Cities, Strong State' Campaign 
League of California Cities and 
the California City Management 
Foundation (CCMF).

“Livermore is proud to be 
a partner in the Strong Cit-
ies, Strong State project,” said 
Livermore Mayor Marshall Ka-

mena. “We have, and continue 
to take proactive steps to attract 
and retain businesses so we can 
improve our local economy and 
provide Livermore residents with 
an outstanding quality of life.” 
Kamena continued, “Our i-GATE 

/ iHUB designation strengthens 
our place in the region as the cen-
ter for high technology business 
development and job creation.”

Highlights of City of Liver-
more’s profile include the fol-
lowing:

• The city has set a high prior-
ity to support the development of 
its artist community by making 
Livermore downtown a Center 
for the Arts.

•  The i-GATE / iHub partner-
(See LIVERMORE, page 4)

Pleasanton Trustees Set to 
Appoint Student to Board  

categories for setting higher 
goals at their meeting Oct. 11. 
The topics were student achieve-
ment, safe schools, communica-
tion, and fiscal solvency.

In line with the communica-
tion goals, the trustees heard a re-
port from Superintendent Parvin 
Ahamdi about the first student 
who will be seated on the board 

(See PLEASANTON, page 4)

Pleasanton Council 
OKs Energy Upgrade 
Incentive Program

(See ENERGY, page 4)

Labs Help Drive Economic Growth Optimism

(See OPTIMISM, page 4)

The Pleasanton City Council 
authorized the use of $250,000 
to use to provide incentives for 
businesses and homeowners 
to improve energy and water 
efficiency. There would be a 
$500 rebate for projects under 
$10,000 and $1000 for those 
above $10,000.

The funds to be used in the En-
ergy Upgrade Pleasanton (EUP) 
program will come from the 

capital improvement projects 
reserves.

Daniel Smith, Director of 
Operations Services, told the 
council, "EUP offers the most 
comprehensive package of incen-
tives available in the Bay Area. It 
includes unique opportunities for 
our residents and businesses."

The program is part of the 
city's climate action plan (CAP). 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory and Sandia National 
Laboratories will be a continuing 
stimulus for new jobs in the East 
Bay, according to an economic 
projection report by the East Bay 
Economic Development Alliance 
(EDA).

The report, released Oct. 13, 
recognizes the deep impact of 
the current recession on the state 
and regional economy. However, 
it notes that the East Bay counties 
of Alameda and Contra Costa are 
in a good position to rebound 
from the downturn.

An educated workforce, good 

schools, diverse housing inven-
tory, and scientific innovation 
are among the reasons for the 
optimistic look at the future. 

The presence of professional, 
scientific and technical services 
(PSTS) industries has been strong 
and is growing in the East Bay. 
Over the past 15 years, this PSTS 
segment, which includes and is 
fed by the Valley's science labs, 
has grown faster than its counter-
part in the entire Bay Area, state 
and nation, says the report.

The innovation economy as-
sociated with scientific research 
has attracted substantial venture 

capital investments, especially in 
clean energy and biotechnology 
industries.

The East Bay is among the 
top 10 areas receiving venture 
capital funds in nine of the 14 
industries tracked by the survey. 
The East Bay ranked second in 
three industries, just behind Santa 
Clara County in each case.

In those three  industries -- 
clean energy, semiconductors, 
and electronics instrumenta-
tion--  East Bay firms received 
more than 11 percent of all such 
investments nationwide, says 
the report.

Livermore Mayor Marshall 
Kamena told The Independent 
that he is familiar with the report. 
He is a member of the boards of 
directors for I-GATE and I-HUB, 
which have been established to 
enable transfer of the labs' tech-
nologies to business use.

Kamena said that 67 percent 
of venture capital for all of Cali-
fornia goes to the Bay Area. Of 
that, 66 percent of it goes to the 
Tri-Valley.

Kamena notes that the Tri-
Valley has the largest percent-
age of California. He said that 
5000 new jobs are expected to 

be created  in the next five years 
through I-GATE and I-HUB. 

Kamena also said the Tri-Val-
ley is doing well with gazelles, 
which are small start-ups that 
grow by at least 20 percent 
each year. He said there are 645 
high-tech companies in the Tri-
Valley.

"I'm delighted by the potential 
in the Tri-Valley. It's up to the 
leadership here to make sure 
the potential is realized," said 
Kamena.

Dublin also will capture some 
of the employment being gener-
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Las Positas College will host 
motivational speaker, author and 
mental health advocate Jeff Bell, 
who will discuss his story of deal-
ing with obsessive compulsive 
disorder, at the event “Increasing 
Mental Health Awareness and 
Literacy,” 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 21, in the Multi-Dis-
ciplinary Building Room 2420. 
The event is free and open to the 
public; parking is $2.

Following Bell’s talk will be 
a presentation about Let's Erase 
the Stigma (LETS),  a nation-
ally recognized organization 

production.
The food day celebration at 

the Garden of Grace will include 
the following:

• A ribbon cutting ceremony 
to officially open the new garden 
expansion. The Garden of Grace 
is currently undergoing a south-
ward expansion, creating over 
2000 sq. ft. of new bed space. 

• Presentation of a mayoral 
proclamation on Food Day by 
Livermore’s Mayor Marshall 

Kamena
• Welcome remarks by Liver-

more City Council member, 
Jeff Williams, Garden founder 
Bruce Campbell, Open Heart 
Kitchen Operations Director 
Jody Michalik, and Pastor Chuck 
Johnstone

• Garden of Grace tours
• Lunch at the Open Heart 

Kitchen. 
Asbury Methodist Church 

is located at 4743 East Avenue, 

Livermore. The Garden of Grace 
is located behind the church.

 Information can be found 
at the following websites: 
Alameda County Master Gar-
deners   http://acmg.ucdavis.
edu, Asbury Methodist Church  
www.asburylive.org, Garden 
of Grace www.asburygarden
ofgrace.org and Open Heart 
K i t c h e n  w w w. o p e n h e a r t
kitchen.org

dedicated to erasing the stigma 
of mental illness through de-
veloping education programs, 
mentoring opportunities and 
research designed to empower 
youth to change the perception of 
mental illness. The mental health 
awareness event is sponsored by 
the Psychology Department and 
the Psi Beta Psychology Honor 
Society, according to Las Positas 
College Psychology Instructor 
Ernest Jones, Ph.D.

Bell is a news anchor at KCBS 
Radio in San Francisco and the 

author of two books.  
Bell is a national spokesper-

son for Mental Health America’s 
(MHA) “Real Lives” program 
and a recipient of MHA’s pres-
tigious forWARDS award for 
“moving the cause of mental 
health forward.”  

For more information, please 
visit the Las Positas College 
website at www.laspositascol-
lege.edu. 

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore.              

     

Speaker to Talk about Mental Health IssuesFOOD DAY
(continued from page one)
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Property Taxes Due
More than 425,000 secured roll property tax 

bills for the Fiscal Year 2011-2012 amounting 
to $2.68 billion were mailed in October 2011 by 
Alameda County Treasurer and Tax Collector 
Donald R. White, to all real property owners 
of record in the Alameda County Assessor’s 
Office.

The secured roll taxes due are payable by 
two installments.  The first installment is due on 
November 1, 2011 and is delinquent at 5 p.m. De-
cember 12, 2011, after which a 10% delinquent 
penalty attaches.  The second installment is due 
on February 1, 2012 and is delinquent at 5 p.m. 
April 10, 2012, after which a 10% delinquent 
penalty and $10 cost attaches.  Both installments 
may be paid when the first installment is due.

There are several payment options:
• by mail or in person at the County Tax 

Collector’s Office, 1221 Oak Street, Oakland, Ca 
94612, between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, holidays excepted

• by credit card, available 24 hours a day by 
telephone at 510-272-6800, or online at www.
acgov.org

• by Echeck, available 24 hours a day online 
at www.acgov.org

•  by KIOSK, located in the Tax Collector’s 
lobby area allowing taxpayers who visit the 
office to make payments via credit card and/or 
Echeck

Payment by mail, telephone or online is 
recommended to avoid delay at the cashier’s 
window

Real property owners who do not receive a tax 
bill by November 16, 2011 should contact Tax 
Collector’s Office by calling (510) 272-6800, 
writing to the office, or downloading an internet 
copy at www.acgov.org.

Tax bills received for property no longer 
owned should be forwarded to the new owner or 
returned to the Tax Collector’s Office.

Input on Transportation Projects
The Alameda County Transportation Commis-

sion is updating the Countywide Transportation 
Plan (CWTP) and developing a Transportation 
Expenditure Plan (TEP). The CWTP identifies 
long-term transportation needs. The TEP is a plan 
that will help fund the transportation projects and 
programs to address the needs. Input is being 
sought  on the priorities that should be included 
in the TEP that may be submitted to the voters for 
their approval in the November 2012 election.   

The survey can be found at http://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/cwtp-tep_questionnaire 
to participate.

For more information go to www.alamedactc.
org

Detectives Honored
The Livermore Police Department  has an-

nounced that two of the department’s detectives 
have received a prestigious award from the Al-
ameda County District Attorney’s Office.

On Monday, October 10, 2011 Detectives’ 
Steven Goard and Joseph Draghi received the 
2011 Alameda County District Attorney’s Of-
ficer Recognition Award.  This award honors 
those officers who have demonstrated actions 
that go above and beyond the call of duty in 
assisting the District Attorney’s Office to obtain 

a conviction.  The Livermore case in which the 
detectives were recognized was highly sensitive 
in nature and involved unlawful sexual relations 
with minors. 

On July 27, 2010, Detectives Steven Goard 
and Joseph Draghi received information alleg-
ing that Livermore resident, Christine Shreeve 
Hubbs, 42 years of age, was engaging in sexual 
relations with boys under the age of 15.   

This information led to a complex labor in-
tensive three month long investigation.  Through 
the detectives’ investigative skills, the Alameda 
County District Attorney’s Office charged Hubbs 
with 67 felony counts of sexual assault and set 
her bail at $4.3 million. She eventually pled 
guilty and is currently serving a lengthy prison 
sentence.

Livermore Police Detectives Steven Goard 
and Joseph Draghi were two of the 10 officers 
who were selected within Alameda County to 
receive this prestigious award this year.  The 
awards ceremony was held during the Annual 
District Attorney Muster.  At the ceremony, Dis-
trict Attorney Nancy O’Malley commended both 
detectives for their partnership and efforts on the 
investigation and praised their work.

Voting Deadlines
The Consolidated District Election will be 

held on Tuesday, November 8, 2011.  The polls 
will be open from 7:00 A.M. until 8:00 P.M.  
The period for requesting Vote-By-Mail Ballots 
for this election ends on Tuesday, November 
1.  Applications for Vote-By-Mail Ballots must 
be received by mail no later than 5:00 P.M. on 
November 1st.  

Voters may vote in person in the Registrar 
of Voters office Monday through Friday from 
8:30 A.M. until 5:00 P.M. or on Election Day, 
November 8 until 8 p.m. at the Alameda County 
Courthouse, 1225 Fallon Street, Room G-1, in 
Oakland.

Voters who are ill or will be away on Elec-
tion Day may also designate, in writing, another 
person to pick-up and return their ballot before 
the election.  Voters with questions concerning 
Vote-By-Mail voting should call the Registrar 
of Voters, Vote-By-Mail Section at (510) 272-
6973.

New Trails Open in Livermore
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District will celebrate the addition of a new trail 
with a Trail Opening Ceremony on Oct. 29.

The two new segments, part of the South 
Livermore Valley Trail System, are now open 
to public use for walking, biking and horseback 
riding. They run along Tesla Road from Concan-
non Boulevard to Mines Road, then continue 
north through the vineyards to connect with 
Charlotte Way.

LARPD will celebrate the new trail with a 
ceremony at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 29. The 
location will be on the trail just north of Tesla 
Road at the intersection of Mines Road. Park-
ing is available at Crooked Vine/Stony Ridge 
Winery, 4948 Tesla Road. Trail enthusiasts are 
invited to join LARPD Directors and staff for 
complimentary refreshments and a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. In the event of rain, the ceremony will 
be canceled.

For more information, visit www.larpd.dst.
ca.us or call 925-373-5700.
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ship has set a bold ambition of 
fostering the creation of 5,000 
new technology jobs and $1 bil-
lion in economic impact within 
5 years. With already 1,500 tech-
nology manufacturing jobs being 
attracted to and growing in the 
i-GATE region, the partnership is 
already beginning to see its first 
signs of success.

• Livermore’s Redevelopment 
Agency has created a vibrant, 
pedestrian friendly community 
where people can live, shop, dine 
and be entertained. The agency 
has led the way in the planning, 
financing and development of 
many exciting projects in the 
downtown area.

“We have invested millions of 

LIVERMORE
(continued from page one)

Watchdogs Or Bulldogs?

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one)

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed. Letters should be 
submitted by e-mail to editmail@
compuserve.com.)

Nuclear Workers
Nicholas Chan
Livermore

I am writing to encourage you 
to take some time to remember 
the thousands of nuclear workers, 
many who gave their lives to the 
nation’s nuclear efforts during 
the Cold War. The United States 
Senate designated October 30, 
2011 as a national day of remem-
brance for nuclear weapons pro-
gram workers. As the language 
of the resolution states, “These 
dedicated workers paid a high 
price for their service to develop 
a nuclear weapons program for 
the benefit of the United States, 
including having developed dis-
abling or fatal illnesses.” These 
brave men and women should 
never be forgotten.

Tri-Valley CAREs has or-
ganized a support group for 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory and Sandia National 
Laboratory workers who have 
been made ill by on the job 
exposure to radiation and toxic 
chemicals. Join us at our meet-
ing at the Livermore Library at 
noon on Wednesday, November 
2, 2011 where we will recognize 
the sacrifices of these workers 
and where you can learn more 
about receiving benefits from the 
Energy Employee Occupational 
Illness Compensation Program 
Act. Please call (925) 443-7148 
for more information.

Contamination
Jo Ann Frisch
Livermore

What lurks under your feet? 
Can it hurt you? What can you 
do about it?

Livermore Lab has a new pro-
posal to extend its pipeline that 
runs along Arroyo Seco toward 
Big Trees Park to capture some of 
the contamination lurking in the 
groundwater under our homes.

Soil sampling around the ar-
royo and in Big Trees Park in the 
1990s showed elevated levels 
of plutonium in the upper few 

dollars into our downtown." said 
Livermore City Manager Linda 
Barton. “Without redevelop-
ment as a tool, the infrastructure 
improvements needed to create a 
vibrant, pedestrian-friendly en-
vironment would not have been 
funded," Barton continued.

The overarching goal of the 
“Strong Cities” campaign is 
to promote the innovation and 
experience of local officials in 
delivering  services at a time 
when this expertise is vitally 
needed by state leaders strug-
gling with fundamental issues of 
governance.  

Information about the pro-
gram can be found at www.
strongcitiesstrongstate.com.

ENERGY
(continued from page one)

OPTIMISM
(continued from page one)

The keystone of Pleasanton's 
CAP is to use incentives to en-
courage people to implement 
energy and water efficiency 
programs. 

The Pleasanton upgrade pro-
gram includes a range of rebates, 
tax credits and financing op-
tions. The goal is to encourage 
participants to take a "whole 
house" approach by combining 
several related improvements at 
one time. 

Among the incentives is a $99 
comprehensive energy assess-
ment, which if the upgrades were 
undertaken would be rebated. 
That is a $350 value.

Staff has negotiated a 10 
percent discount in labor and 
material for upgrade work. The 
program links interested parties 
with local contractors who have 
been trained and pre-qualified to 
participate in the program.

Smith said that three Cali-
fornia cities were selected by 
the California Energy Commis-
sion to participate in a targeted 
marketing campaign for the En-
ergy Upgrade California program 
(EUC).  The California program 
is included in what Pleasanton is 
offering. Pleasanton has added a 
water component and the rebate 
incentive not available else-
where.

Smith talked about some of 
the other opportunities for busi-
nesses and homeowners. There is 
a rebate to "lose your lawn." The 
state will pay, through Zone 7, to 
take out part of a lawn. Pleasan-
ton is also offering, among other 
items, a weather based water 
control device that would reduce 
by 30 percent current water use; 
$300 towards the purchase of 
a new high efficiency toilet, 
and free high efficiency shower 
heads.

The council was provided 
with examples of what an up-

grade might cost, if all of the 
rebates were realized. Some have 
a requirement that the energy 
use be reduced by 15 percent 
in a building. Smith said that a 
basic upgrade could cost $7500. 
The California rebate of $1000, 
ABAG $1099, the contractor 
discount of $750, city rebate 
$500 and a tax credit of $500 
together would reduce the cost 
by $3651.

One "best case" scenario 
would reduce the purchase of 
a 2 kilowatt solar system from 
$13,000 to $991 plus the required 
investment to reduce energy use 
by 15 percent, estimated at be-
tween $2000 to $3000.

Financing packages are also 
part of the Pleasanton package.  
Smith said that a 3 percent, 15-
year fixed term loan for deed 
holders is available for 60 to 
160% of $147,680. For those 
who may not have the cash on 
hand, there is a lease program. 

The final piece of the Pleas-
anton program is the potential  
for Pleasanton schools to win 
money. The city, working with 
Pleasanton Partnership in Educa-
tion, allows EUC participants to 
designate a school in Alameda 
County to receive a $100 dona-
tion from the state. The school 
that signs up the highest number 
of program participants could 
win up to $5000.

Councilmember Cheryl Cook-
Kallio, who made the motion to 
approve the incentive program, 
stated, "I like this program for a 
number of reasons. Not the least 
is the savings in energy and water 
that we can't even quantify at 
this time."

Councilmember Jerry Thorne 
described himself as a reluctant 
supporter. However, he added 
that he had always been an advo-
cate of carrot rather than big stick 
regulations. These incentives 
provide that.

as a non-voting member.
The student, Shreya Gup-

ta from Amador Valley High 
School, and her alternate, Kim-
berly Beaudin of Foothill High 
School, will report to the board  
about student views on topics 
relevant to the students. They 
will also carry back the board's 
discussions about issues affect-
ing students.

Gupta and Beaudin, who will 
be appointed officially at a future 
meeting, are part of a six-member 
liaison committee of students, all 
of whom will facilitate commu-
nication between the campuses 
and the district. 

The other committee mem-
bers are Alex Sborov of Foothill, 
Evan Gum of Amador Valley, and 
Daniel Duret and Connor Luce of 
Village High School.

In discussing an upgrade to 
the boards four goals for the com-
ing year, trustees said the district 
wants to keep an eye on student 
progress on tests that measure 
proficiency, with the goal of 
boosting the performance of all 
subgroups.

The district also wants to raise 
the graduation rate. It's one of the 
best in the state now, at 97.65 
percent. However, the district's 
goal is to edge that rate up to 
98.5 percent. The district also 
wants to improve the percentage 
of students who pass the state's 
high school exist exam on the 
first try. 

One of the communication 
goals for the coming year is to 
explore and clarify the use of 
social media for communica-
tion and instructional purposes. 

ated by I-GATE and I-Hub, said 
Dublin Mayor Tim Sorbent. 

"All the cities have something 
to offer. In our case, it's proximity 
to BART, and creating incubator 
businesses. We have access to 
I-680, and incubator businesses 
connected to the labs are looking 
for spaces," said Sbranti. 

Dublin is talking to several 
landlords to locate spots for busi-
nesses to grow, especially near 
the two BART stations, he said.

LABS GIVE
ADVANTAGE

As home to UC Berkeley, 
LLNL and Sandia, the East Bay 
has a "strategic advantage over 
other regions," says the report.

A sign of the East Bay's 
strength in innovation are the 
many patents held by its firms, 
residents, and labs. 

The East Bay has a higher 
ratio of industry revenues to in-
dustry employment, and a higher 
average wage, much of it fed by 
the higher salaries of technical 
and research jobs.

The PSTS segment recorded 
an average annual growth rate 
in the East Bay of 3.8 percent 
from 1995 to 2007, the start of 
the Great Recession. Between 
2008 to 2018 the forecast is for 
a 3 percent annual rate. 

Wages in PSTS are 90 percent 
higher than  the average wages in 
the East Bay. The national labora-
tories in Livermore and Berkeley 
have contributed to hundreds 
of start-up firms, and generate 
billions of dollars in direct and 
indirect economic impacts in the 
East Bay, says the report.

A statistical analysis of the 
categories of PSTS jobs in the 
East Bay shows that computer 
systems design and related ser-
vices tops the list with 18,688 
jobs, for 23 percent of the total 
of 80,239 jobs.

A close second is scientific re-
search and development services, 
with 16,085 jobs, or 20 percent 
of the total. 

Other significant segments 
include architectural engineering 
and related services at 14,983 
jobs, for 19 percent, and man-
agement, scientific and technical 
consulting services with 11,774 
jobs and 15 percent of the total 
of 80,239 jobs.

The EDA is a public-private 
partnership founded in 1990 
to serve Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties. Its mission is to 
establish the region as a world-
recognized location to grow busi-
nesses, attract capital and create 
quality jobs.

Closing the achievement gap 
for targeted subgroups through 
improving communications is 
another goal.

In regard to fiscal reasonabil-
ity, the district wants to maintain 
positive certification by Alameda 
County at all reporting periods, 
which means no budget deficit 
at those times.

TRUSTEES LOOK
AT VISION, MISSION

Trustees met for four hours 
in a special session on Oct. 14 to 
go over statements about vision, 
mission and "moral imperatives." 
The topics are typically an intro-
duction to a new strategic plan for 
the district. However, any such 
move to create a new strategic 
plan would be discussed first by 
the board, president Valerie Arkin 
told The Independent.

After meeting at small tables 
in brainstorming sessions, the 
group of five board members and 
six staff came up with a draft vi-
sion statement that stated, "Every 
student will be an innovative, 
resourceful, resilient, and respon-
sible citizen.

The draft mission statement 
created was, "The district is to 
enable and inspire all students 
to achieve academic excellence. 
Through an environment of care 
and connection, students will  
be creative, well balanced, and 
thriving."

The group also drafted what 
it called "moral imperatives," all 
of which are expressed in terms 
that the district "believes" that 
something can and should be 
accomplished.

For example, "we believe it's 

our responsibility to inspire cu-
riosity and a passion for lifelong 
learning."

Other beliefs address guiding 
all students to meet high expecta-
tions, providing a safe, caring and 
respectful learning environment, 
and delivering learning that is 
"irresistible, creative, relevant 
and rigorous.

Also on the draft are beliefs in 
"equitable outcomes for students 

and in creating socially respon-
sible citizens with character and 
integrity."

The district will conduct a 
"learning campaign," which will 
consist of meetings in the com-
munity so everyone interested 
can respond to the draft state-
ments.

The draft will then go back 
to the district for tweaking, and 
board approval.

OPTIMISM
(continued from page one)

The Livermore City Council decision has been made 
to keep BART on I-580.

Every candidate running for office this November in 
Livermore has said over and over that he or she supports 
that decision.

The Keep BART on I-580 group states that in order 
to ensure that BART stays on 580, their candidates 
- Hickman, Burger and Turner - should be elected to 
serve as watchdogs. 

Marchand, Kamena and Gary declare that they would 
actually fight to bring the extension to Livermore along 
580. They believe tough negotiations will be needed 
because it is the BART board, not the city council, that 
decides which BART extension will be funded.

An example of the difference can be found in statements 
made during interviews conducted by the local cable 
channel. The questioner asked how a candidate would 
bring BART to Livermore.

Barbara Hickman, a candidate for mayor, declared, "I 
would just stick with the decision to keep BART on 580. 
If there were suggestions that it would not be viable, I 
would just keep insisting." 

Council candidate Bobby Burger said that he would 
stay focused on a plan that included 580 as the only 
option. He would make sure the planning extended along 
the freeway beyond the first station.

The other candidate on the 580 slate, Laureen Turner, 
said she agreed with much of what other candidates had 
stated, including the need for Measure B funds. She 
didn't address what she and councilmembers would do 
to make the funding happen.

Candidates for mayor, John Marchand and Minuete 
McKernan, also mentioned the need to make sure the 
funding is in place. However, only Marchand focused 
on the fact that the city needs to persuade the Alameda 
County Transportation Commisstion to earmark money 
for the BART extension in the Measure B reauthorization 
package. In fact, Marchand noted the city is already 
engaged in extensive discussions.

Council candidates, Marshall Kamena and Stewart 
Gary, also focused on landing the funding that would result 
in an actual project. Kamena stated that the initiative has 
been adopted. It is the law.  He said that the city has hired 
Frank Wilson, former BART general manager who was 
responsible for the last two major extensions of BART,  
to bring BART to Livermore. Kamena said that his goal 
is to have a plan for the extension along 580 ready this 
fall in time to have it included in the Measure B funding 
package on the November 2012 ballot.

(Since the cable channel interview, Kamena has been 
engaged in extensive, challenging discussions with high 
level BART leaders to secure the necessary funding. 
Kamena reports the results have been very positive.)

Gary called keeping BART on 580 a done deal. He 
added that strong leadership is needed now to negotiate 
regionally to make sure that funding and permitting 
agencies are on the same track in bringing BART to 
Livermore.

Voters have a clear choice between candidates with 
the stated goal of acting as watchdogs and candidates 
who will act as bulldogs, fighting for funds to make the 
extension along I-580 to Isabel a reality.

To elect the strongest team to bring BART to Livermore, 
the vote should be for John Marchand for mayor and 
Stewart Gary and Marshall Kamena for council.

inches of soil. This is of renewed 
concern now because digging the 
new pipeline will certainly stir up 
the soil and, so, the plutonium in 
it can become airborne. Breath-
ing it can cause cancer.

There are safety measures 
that should be considered for the 
pipeline plan in order to protect 
workers and the surrounding 
neighborhood. Will there be 
enough monitoring equipment in 
case plutonium is disturbed? The 
public can help ensure that the 
plan is as safe as possible.

On Thursday, November 3 
there will be a Community Meet-
ing at 749 Hazel St., Livermore, 
from 7-8:30 pm. I plan to attend. 
Join us as we discuss what can 
be done to ensure our safety. 
More information can be found 
at www.trivalleycares.org.

Regional Theater
Phil Wente
Board Chair
Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center

As the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the not-for-profit 
Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center, I would like to re-
spond to former Dublin Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey Sailors’ letter of 
October 13.  In that letter, Sailors 
echoes council candidate Bobby 
Burger’s claim that the city 
council has not considered con-
tingency planning for LVPAC’s 
Regional Theater project.  Burg-
er’s and Sailors’ statements are 
completely untrue.  

For the past 36 months, city 
staff, LVPAC and outside con-
sultants for both parties have 
carefully studied the economics 
and viability of the Regional 
Theater.  The resulting financing 
scenario, approved by the council 
in a legally binding agreement 
with LVPAC on February 22nd

of this year, takes into account a 
conservative forecast of each par-
ty’s ability to pay their share of 
the financing, reflecting current 
economic conditions.  In addi-
tion, at the request of the council, 
the scenario was subject to rigor-
ous stress tests that challenged 
LVPAC’s fund-raising ability, 
the city’s available tax incre-
ment proceeds, and the theater’s 
future revenue generation.  Even 
when financial reductions from 
all three tests were combined, 
the city’s general fund remained 
secure.  All of these actions are a 
matter of public record from the 
fourteen council meetings and 

public workshops leading up to 
the final vote.

From the inception of this 
project, LVPAC’s board and 
staff, which include residents 
of Livermore, have positioned 
the Regional Theater to be an 
asset for our community.  The 
financing plan, including the 
city general fund guarantee, has 
been developed to work within 
and protect the city’s resources.  
While we are always willing to 
answer questions about the Re-
gional Theater, to suggest that 
important financial decisions 
have been entered into without 
careful consideration and due 
diligence is too far-fetched to be 
taken seriously.

Sprawl Development
Tom Reitter
Former City Councilmember

In mayoral candidate Barbara 
Hickman's recent interview with 
The Independent she was quoted 
as saying, "The urban growth 
boundary is important.  I worked 
to establish it.  It is important to 
maintain it."  However, when 
asked if she would consider 
moving it to accommodate hous-
ing requirements for BART, she 
said,  "It wouldn't hurt to move 
it a little."

So which is it?  Defend and 
protect the urban growth bound-
ary, or move it a little if it's 
expedient to do so?  A flexible 
urban growth boundary is like a 
flexible diet--it's likely to make 
you bigger.

Hickman has stated proudly 
and repeatedly that she is backed 
by Linda Jeffrey Sailors, former 
mayor of Dublin  (ever notice 
Dublin's urban growth bound-
ary?!), as well as Cathie Brown 
and Valerie Raymond.  Given 
that all of them have strongly 
supported Pardee and other cam-
paigns to allow massive develop-
ment in North Livermore, voters 
have reason to be concerned 
about Hickman's commitment 
to protect Livermore's  open hills 
and valleys.

The Election
Maurice Duenas
Livermore

Democracy in Livermore is 
in trouble. The peoples' voices 
are being drowned out by the 
few who control our city govern-
ment and newspaper. They even 
have control of our general fund 
and are using it to finance their 

private venture.
 Joan Seppala owns The In-

dependent newspaper. She is 
also a member of the Friends 
of Livermore. The Friends of 
Livermore act as a political 
action committee raising large 
amounts of money to elect city 
council members that will carry 
out their vision of Livermore and 
finance it for them.

 The Friends of Livermore 
take credit for electing the cur-
rent council members (Kamena, 
Marchand, Lieder, Williams). 
The Friends of Livermore are 
now endorsing Kamena, March-
and and Gary and have raised 
$44,000. Jean King and Bob 
Baltzer are members of the 
Friends of Livermore.

 Joan Seppala is co-founder 
of Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center (LVPAC). Jean 
King is secretary of the Board of 
LVPAC. Bob Baltzer is a large 
donor of LVPAC and Chairman 
of the Friends of Livermore. 
In other words, the friends of 
Livermore and LVPAC are the 
same people.

 Through her use of the Inde-
pendent newspaper Joan Seppala 
controls and shapes Livermore's 
election coverage which favors 
the candidates she supports heav-
ily.  Our current city council has 
gifted our general fund to LVPAC 
for their Regional Theater. Who 
do they serve? The people or 
LVPAC?

 Read the October 6 edition 
and decide for yourself before 
you vote for our mayor or city 
council.

Flights with Sully
Amy Laird
Livermore

I'm writing this letter to ex-
press my deep disappointment 
with the way agents of the Liver-
more Airshow slighted kids in 
line for the flights with Captain 
Sullenberger. Those who waited 
fairly in line were bypassed by 
employees that allowed their 
families and friends to enter 
ahead.

My child, who was eighth in 
line and had waited eagerly for 
hours, was unable to fulfill his 
dream due to their reprehensible 
behavior. We've lived in town 
and supported the airport and its 
events for decades and would like 
to attribute this to a few individu-
als lack of integrity, but the real-
ity is, the oversight necessary to 
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art has decorated City Hall, the 
Livermore Police Department, 
the Bankhead Theater Plaza, and 
the Wheels Transit Depot, so why 
not Sandia too? I knew that doing 
a project for a national laboratory 
would open the students’ eyes to 
new concepts and maybe even 
give them enough understand-
ing to consider new career op-
portunities they hadn’t thought 
of before.”

To kick off the project, San-
dia/California public relations 
officer Mike Janes and intern 
Allison Doughty shared with the 
Path to Picasso students Sandia’s 
mission and many areas of work, 
including clean energy and trans-
portation. “The theme of clean 
energy was challenging, because 
there isn’t a lot of ‘clean en-
ergy’ art out there,” said Regina 
Levya, creative director of Path 
to Picasso and art teacher at the 
Livermore Valley Charter School. 
“They really had to be pioneers. 
When we first got started, many 
of these kids weren’t sure if they 
could do this. Finishing a project 
like this and seeing the reaction 

of Sandians is a huge boost to 
their self-esteem.”

When the murals were un-
veiled at a SHARE event on Sept. 
22, the artwork struck a chord 
with many Sandians. “I love 
this mural,” said Glenn Kubiak, 
director of the biological and ma-
terials science center, looking at 
Hydrogen Man vs. Carbo. “I’m a 
chemist and I see so many clever 
embedded messages.”

Artists Jazmin Vital and Car-
los Hernandez Reyes were in-
spired by Sandia’s research into 
hydrogen as a clean transporta-
tion fuel. They chose a comic 
book theme of good vs. evil, in 
this case “Carbo” who is trying to 
stop Hydrogen Man from making 
renewable energy. In the paint-
ing, Hydrogen Man stands on top 
of the periodic table. 

In “Clues to Solutions,” San-
dra Cortez, Grecia Arias, and Jes-
sica Santiago created an abstract 
painting in Picasso’s cubist style 
depicting the world, solar panels, 
algae, and other areas of Sandia’s 
research. Look hard enough and 
you’ll find the botnet lurking near 

the lower left-hand corner. 
Best friends Cianna Chavez 

and Brandon McCullough worked 
together on “Clean Energy versus 
Pollution”, a painting that shows 
a street dividing two very differ-
ent buildings. Jaidee Sandoval 
was inspired by Sandia’s re-
search into creating fuel from 
natural things to paint “Biomass 
Transit”. Yvonne Nolasco used a 
tree as the unifying theme of her 
appropriately named painting, 
“Communi-tree”. 

“We are delighted with the art 
created by the Path to Picasso 
students. Sandia is very proud to 
support such an important com-
munity program,” said Janes. 
“This is a great example of a 
community partnership that 
has been developed through 
SHARE.”

For more information on 
Horizons Family Counseling, 
visit http://www.cityoflivermore.
net/citygov/horizons/default.asp. 
For more information on San-
dia National Laboratories, visit 
http://www.sandia.gov/.

PICASSO
(continued from page one)

Specifically, Cohen said, the 
Earth's surface is heated by about 
237 watts of energy per square 
meter per day, on average, from 
natural sources.  On top of that, 
some human activities warm the 
Earth while some cool it.  The 
net is a manmade global increase 
of about 1.6 watts per square 
meter. 

The biggest single contribu-
tion is from greenhouse gases, 
especially carbon dioxide.  De-
pending on which gases are 
counted, they add a little more 
than 3 watts per square meter 
of warming.  Some greenhouse 
gases can linger for decades, even 
hundreds of years. 

Cooling factors include certain 
industrial aerosols, which reflect 
sunlight back to space so that it 
does not heat the atmosphere.  
They typically last for days in 
the atmosphere, so their effects 
are shorter lived.  Cooling from 
human activities totals roughly 
1.5 watts per square meter, Cohen 
said – leaving the approximately 
1.6 watts of net warming. 

NASA atmospheric scientist 
James Hansen has likened human 
contributions to global warming 
to lighting a small Christmas tree 
bulb on every square meter of the 
globe.  Little by little, over the 
years, the heat from the figura-
tive bulbs is changing the heat 

balance of the atmosphere, he has 
testified to Congress.

On balance, the added heat 
is also self-reinforcing through 
several processes.  For example, 
warming causes plant matter to 
decay more rapidly, generating 
more heat-trapping greenhouse 
gases. 

Cohen's own research focus 
is on understanding atmospheric 
chemistry in detail, relating as 
much to pollution and smog as 
to climate.  He has compared 
smog in Sacramento with that in 
the Sierra Nevada.  He has flown 
across the Pacific with NASA to 
measure pollutants from the Ca-
nadian tundra to Diamond Head 
in Hawaii.

He is editor of the open access 
journal, Atmospheric Chemistry 
and Physics, and director of the 
Berkeley Atmospheric Science 
Center.  The Center is a coalition 
of 14 UC faculty members from 
seven different departments.  
Faculty and students meet to dis-
cuss interdisciplinary approaches 
to dealing with climate issues.

Like many climate scientists, 
Cohen considers the present to be 
a "crisis moment" because major 
carbon-producing nations – espe-
cially the U.S. – continue with 
business as usual while signs of 
dangerous climate change are 
unmistakable.

In his Livermore talk, he noted 
the complexity of the issue.  "Cli-
mate is not only temperature," 
he said. "Think about rainfall, 
think about drought."  One of 
his slides mentioned clouds and 
wind as well.

Another slide was a two-panel 
cartoon that showed two groups 
evaluating information about 
climate change.  The left panel 
depicted scientists  studying 
graphs and data.  The right panel 
showed politicians examining 
opinion polls.

Cohen believes that U.S. sci-
entists are "leading the thinking 
about climate, with good interna-
tional collaboration. Politically, 
it's very different.  There is no 
political leadership (in climate 
issues) from the U.S. "

Still, he is hopeful about prog-
ress.  He finds encouragement in 
the passion of today's Berkeley 
students.  Many of them are fo-
cused on the challenge of finding 
new energy sources much as they 
might have concentrated on the 
digital revolution in Silicon Val-
ley a decade or two ago.  "They 
are excited about the intellectual 
opportunity to make a differ-
ence," he said.

The "extraordinary" rate of 
climate change that is happening 
now worries Cohen profoundly.  
Average temperature change can 

sound modest but it reflects much 
greater temperature swings near 
the poles, with massive loss of 
ice and changes in ocean levels 
and currents that can influence 
civilizations.

Still, in his talk, and later in an 
interview, he stressed the impor-
tance of taking a positive view 
to climate challenges.  "Taking 
climate in isolation, it's easy to 
be pessimistic (about trends,)" 
he said.  "I don't think that's 
useful."

He insists that it's not too late 

to intervene to keep the damage 
to a minimum.  We might be 
able to limit further warming to 
"one more degree" if we make 
an all-out effort to cut further 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
remove carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere. 

However, if we don't, and if 
the globe warms an added 5.5 
degrees as current trends suggest, 
then Earth will be "like a different 
planet," he warned. 

"We want to be sure we live 
on this planet!"

CLIMATE
(continued from page one)
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The Pleasanton Phantom 12B fall travel softball team took 1st place 
in the Manteca Tournament, October 8-9, 2011.  The girls played very 
well, winning all five of their games for the first place victory. Pictured 
are (back row) Alex Sanchez, Coach Mike Williams, Emily Trinidad, 
Mary Rockwood, Madelyn Bianco, Lauren Ho-Tseung, Coach Kristen 
Ho-Tseung; (front row) Claire Fuller, Lauren Kong, Danielle Williams, 
Sofia Molina, and Maya Nozaka.  Not pictured:  Emily Crimi and Coach 
Jenny Williams.
 

California Gymnastic Academy’s Level 4 Team includes  Calli 
Renner, Carly Oniki, Julia Humphrey, Anna Foehner, Karinna 
Stevenson and Delaney Watkins.

Pictured is the U13 Tri-Valley Bayern boys' team.  After beating SACYSL 
California Northstars 2-0 on Saturday, October 15, Bayern remained 
undefeated with a record of 5 wins and 0 losses for league play, putting 
them in sole possession of first place. In the photo are (from top left 
corner) Assistant Coach Mike Lego, Justin Lego, Ryan Brecher, Matteo 
DeFina, Kyle Wright, Matthew Petrie, Coach Terry Wilson, Teylor 
Johnson, Parker Matsumoto, Brian Adams, Nolan Thompson, Parker 
Lee, Spencer Chamberlin, Ryan Marta, Lailinda Xu, Tim van der Waart 
van Gulik, Laith Anqud, Jung Haeng Kim and Chris Machi.

Pictured is forward Mia Mendosa of the Fusion SC U10 girls 
Maroon team as she sets up for a shot on goal. 

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Soccer U11 girls continue 

their league season with a hard fought win 
against PSC Highlanders. The Wrath moved 
up to second in the league after its third 
league win. 

 The teams’ success has been accom-
plished with excellent defending from Sierra 
Bettencourt, Lindsey Phillips, Kayli Lawsen 
and Francesca Hyde. The midfield core is 
comprised of TylerRene Enderlein, Kate 
Wallace, Kelsi Green, Allyssa George and 
Abby Andrews. Wrath’s attack are Haley 
Thompson, Kylie Karter and Abby Hoobing. 
Main goalkeeper is Anneliese Widdman, 
supported by Kylie, Allyssa and Fran.

The team’s latest win came Saturday 
against a well-organized PSC. In the first 
half, Wrath pressured PSC constantly. Wrath 

quickly seized the advantage after some 
good open play. Kylie netted the first goal. 
Hayley scored with a precision volley. Wrath 
continued to put on the pressure, but PSC 
defended well and Wrath were unable to add 
a goal. PSC came out fighting in the second 
half and the coach changed his tactics and 
Wrath concentrated on their defensive skills. 
The play went from end to end with chances 
for both sides. The game finished with a 
well-earned win for the Wrath girls.

Livermore Jr. Football
Livermore Junior Football League 

results:
Junior Division: Texans 19, Raiders 

6: The Raiders played a hard fought battle 
against the Texans but were unable to come 

out with a victory with their third loss of 6 
-19. With honorary captain Tyler Ferrick 
hurt during the week and other key play-
ers out, the Raiders had to change up their 
offensive and defensive positions to cover 
the gaps. The Raider’s defense rose to the 
challenge with key sacks delivered by Baker 
O’Dwyer and D’Cy Ashford and key open 
field tackles by Drew Braudrick and Jaxen 
McLaren. The Raider’s offense wasn’t pro-
ductive in the first half but the intensity was 
turned up after the halftime break. Benjamin 
Nuddleman contributed with key runs and 
backfield blocking to keep the Raiders of-
fense moving. It wasn’t until the 4th quarter 
with Logan Church breaking tackles on a 30 
yard run to put Raiders in scoring position 
and Jaxen McLaren running for 13 yards with 
a quarterback keeper to put the Raiders on 
the scoreboard with 6 points.

The Texan defense was off to a strong 
start with a couple of sacks and not many 
yards gained by the Raiders offense. With 
the Texans with possession of the ball, Luke 
Vanbuuren ran in the first and the second 
touchdown it was an impressive run that 
covered most of the field. The defensive line 
led with great tackles by, James Foley and 
Branden Adams kept the Raiders at bay and 
ended the first half at 13 to 0. Even with a 
strong start from the Raiders defensive line at 
the beginning of the second half, Jesse Good-
man was able to get in some good runs with 
a lot of yardage gained. A duo that showed 
great teamwork was, AJ Guel threw a pass 
that connected to, Mason Paulo. Then, Mason 
deLisser ran about 30 yards for a touchdown 
and also made the 1 point conversion. The 
Raiders then ran in their own touchdown to a 
lot of proud cheering from the sidelines. The 
Texan defense was able to have the game end 
without any more points scored.

Vikings 83, Bucs 62: This week’s game 
almost required a new scoreboard (one that 
has 3 digits). This was a very exciting, 
high scoring game. The Vikings got on the 
board first followed up by the Bucs QB, 
Hunter Kronmal running in the first of FIVE 
touchdowns scored by Hunter. The offensive 

line Andrew Hernandez, Matthew Anderson, 
Jackson Brown, worked really hard today and 
gave the backfield an opportunity to work 
it. Shane Waechtler and Hunter Kronmal 
worked together to get Shane in for a touch-
down too! Cameron Stephenson also scored 
for the Bucs. Way to tuck and run guys. The 
defensive line worked just as hard to keep the 
Vikings offense at bay. Elijah Hodgers took 
down guys twice his size many times. Kyle 
Winkler & Andrew Waller also had good 
tackles today. This game was hard fought 
and well played!

The Vikings remained undefeated after 
their win against the Buccaneers, beating 
them 83 to 62. Top plays included three 
tackles by Riley Cornelius. Jeremy Waibel 
sacked the quarterback, Jeffrey Fairbanks had 
two tackles, Donovan Humes had a block and 
the team was cheered on by Ryan Delaney-
O’Neill who broke his arm in game 2.

Intermediate Division: 49ers 12, Fal-
cons 0: Despite a strong effort, the Falcons 
fell to the 49ers in LJFL action by a score 
of 12-0. The game featured strong defense 
by both teams, but turned on the strength 
of an outstanding catch and run by receiver 
Jacob Murdoch who broke a number of 
tackles en route to a 50 yard touchdown 
reception to open the scoring for the Niners. 
The Falcons took to the air early in the game 
with quarterback Raymond Carlson finding 
a number of Falcon receivers on successive 
plays to move the team into 49er territory. 
Mathew Waller, Connor Parkerson and 
Troy Wentworth were on the receiving end 
of Carlson’s passes to move down the field 
before a fumble ended the drive. Carlson 
had five completions on the day. Connor 
Parkerson also contributed on the ground 
with a series of punishing runs throughout 
the game to keep the chains moving for the 
Falcon offense. The protection up front came 
from Ryan Wright, Alex Katusich, Nathan 
Wilson, Aaron Epstein and Ruzzel Yee. The 
Falcon defense had another strong effort led 
by defensive end Alex Schicke who delivered 
a half dozen tackles including a quarterback 

sack and two others for losses. Ryan Escover 
and Joseph Murphy also had big games. 
Parker Brandt ended one 49er drive with a 
big interception. On the defensive line, Brian 
Torres, Nick Volponi and Ruzzel Yee pushed 
into the 49er backfield and each had several 
tackles on the day. Ryan Brandt and Mitchell 
Dennis made their presence felt throughout 
the game as well.

Dolphins 18, Ravens 12
Senior Division: Steelers 21, Giants 

0: Theo O’Ferrall barreled through the Gi-
ants defense in order to score the Steelers’ 
first touchdown in the second quarter. Tyler 
Gonzales had an outstanding tackle on the 
punt. Joesph Doherty and Jack Lutz pounded 
through the defense to sack the quarterback. 
Ben Thompson also broke through the de-
fensive line to sack the Giants quarterback. 
Aaron Andrews bolted down the field and 
blocked the punt which allowed Kyle Neves 

to recover a fumble on the punt. Jason Frost 
was on target, as usual, when he threw a pass 
to Ben Parker which allowed the Steelers to 
gain 12 yards on the pass. Thanks to excellent 
blocking by Ken Moniz, Francis McVeigh-
DiPeso, Shane Ward, and Kevin Martin the 
Steelers’ offense was able to gain yardage 
throughout the game. Ben Parker was able to 
run in touch down number two and three. Will 
Mohler busted through the line and sacked 
the quarterback twice. Jason Frost threw a 
pass to Wes Katz who caught the ball on the 
1 yard line. Just when you didn’t think the 
Steelers could play better, as a team, they 
tackled the Giants in their own in zone and 
score two points on the safety. Austin Brown 
returned the punt 21 yards. The Steelers 
defense, along with Eric Pinon, was able to 
keep the Giants from scoring. 
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Pleasanton Rage U18/19 team battles.

West Coast Soccer U12 Wild Fire shocked the first place Pleasanton 
Rage with a 3-2 win at home.  The Wild Fire dominated on all fronts 
to keep the ladies of Rage at bay.  At the mid-point in the fall soccer 
season, the Wild Fire are putting the excellent training from Coach 
Marlon Fernandez to use to control the speed game and execute on 
the field.  Pictured is Forward Jenna Tidwell making an offensive move 
on a Rage player.  Jenna went on to score one of the three goals in 
the match.

Pleasanton Rage
Pleasanton Rage results:
Pleasanton Rage Div. 3 U14 Black 1, 

San Ramon Azuri 1:  It was a well matched 
game between Rage Black and San Ramon 
Azuri.  Much of the game was played in the 
midfield with Bailey Sanchez working hard 
as the team backbone to hold the game to a 
tie. The only goal was scored in the second 
half by Ashly Groth.  Kelly O’Neill was 
the outstanding player of the game  play-
ing goalie and as offense. Top Defensive 
Player: Ashley Groth; Top Offensive Player: 
Kelly O’Neill

Pleasanton Rage Black U10: Mustang 
Angels 2, Pleasanton Rage 0:  The Pleasanton 
Rage turned in perhaps its finest showing of 
the season in a heartbreaking 2-0 loss to the 
Mustang Angels in U10 Girls Bronze East 
league action on Saturday. Andrea Harding, 
Sophia Shiblaq and Lydia O’Brien were 
shining examples of a newly focused of-
fensive attack that kept the Angels on their 
heels for much of the game.  Angels goalies 
Gabrielle Scheibley and Maddie Langbein 
shared the credit for the shutout despite a 
flurry of Rage scoring chances near the end 
of both halves. 

Harding, who made plays all over 
the field for the Rage, should have been 
rewarded with a goal with eight minutes 
to play. Her hard smash from inside the 
penalty box  would have headed into the 
goal had it not richocheted off the back of 
an Angels defender and sailed just outside 
the right post. Rage goalies Kelly Meyrath 
and Amanda Dilger  displayed some strong 
play. Dilger had four second-half saves and 
her aggressive charges to the top of the box 
snuffed out Angels scoring chances. Mustang 
broke the scoreless tie with nine minutes left 
in the first half. Kennedy Rivera fed a ball 
to midfield to jump start a scoring play that 
ended with Allie Van Wagenen skidding a 
ball into the net from 15 yards. 

The Angels’ Celine Ertekin took a 30-
yard shot on goal that took a late bounce 
off the goalie’s hands for a 2-0 lead just 
two minutes into the second half. Aside 
from Van Wagenen’s score and the fluky 
second-half goal, the Angels were continually 
turned away by Julia Damiani, Paige Oniki 
and Harding. Each of them excelled in re-
directing Mustang pushes and turning them 
into offensive chances for the Rage, whose 
offensive pressure wasn’t indicative of its 
two shots on goal. Olivia Murphy, Samantha 
Lipsker and Lacy Becker also contributed to 
Rage attacks.  Top Offensive Players: Lydia 
O’Brien, Sophia Shiblaq, Amanda Dilger; 
Top Defensive Players: Andrea Harding, 
Paige Oniki, Julia Damiani

Pleasanton Rage U9 Black hosted the 
Dublin United Firecrackers on Saturday, 
October 15th.  The Rage scored seven goals 
in the 7 to 2 victory.   With key defensive 
plays by Clare Beer and Nicole Medina  
goalies Meaghan Penrice and Rachel Klein 
held their opponent to only 2 goals (by 
Firecracker Kalena Johnson).  On offense, 
teammates  Shyla Capinogro (1), Rachel 
Klein (1), Annika McCarty (2) and Isabella 
Segundo (3) scored successfully with direct 
assists from Clare Beer, Kayla Gonzaga 
and Olga Merkadeau.  Great pass plays 
and forward momentum were achieved by 
Madylin Mendoza, Meaghan Penrice, and 
Rylee Scanlon.

U-11 Grey: In Saturday’s home game, 
Pleasanton Rage Grey U-11 scored the 
season’s first goal against the Walnut Creek 
Cyclones, the top-ranked team of the Norcal 
Premier Division 1-Silver.  The final score 
was 1 to 1. In the fourth minute, Grey forward 
Karin McCarty scored off an assist from 
midfielder Ecknoor Kaur. The Grey offense 
pressed intensely for five more minutes. 
These shots included a Kaur indirect free kick 
first tapped by Hannah Gossett, a result of a 
pass back to the Cyclones’ goalie. The strong 
Cyclones answered with their own barrage 
of shots that were shut down by solid Grey 
defending by Devyn Baldus, Zoe Moura, 
Julianna Pereira and first-half goalkeeper 
Isabella Clark. At the 20th minute, Grey 
offense kicked it back into high gear, with 
a soaring corner kick by Emily Tincher to 
Emily Esparza, who drilled the ball, which 
was deflected by the Cyclones’ goalie. A 

of the metal fence or the cushion 
of the rubber surface, instead it’s 
the effort behind the court and the 
spirit of community that comes 
through most. This court repre-
sents a community deeply caring 
about its kids,” said Bell. 

He added that futsal provides 
another opportunity for kids to 
connect with their school. “Junc-
tion had the highest gains in state 
testing this past year within the 
District. I believe futsal and other 
afterschool activities played 
a role in this. We want every 
student to fall in love with their 
school experience,” he said. 

Futsal is a faster, smaller, and 
tighter version of soccer played 
on a basketball-sized court with 
a small, heavy ball and five to six 
players to a side. Bell described it 
as combining the skill of soccer 
with the pace of basketball. 

“Even our die-hard soccer 
kids now admit they find futsal 
more fun. Why wouldn’t they? 
In a game of futsal every player 
will touch the ball six times as 
often as in a soccer game. Every 
player will take a shot at goal. A 
basketball court can be found in 
just about every neighborhood 
park. Our outdoor court was 
modeled after this idea. Futsal 
should be free and available to 
everyone,” he stated.

Bell’s first goal was to raise 
enough money for goals, bench-
es, nets, and a stained surface, 
about $6,000. The Junction PTA, 
the Rotarian Foundation of Liver-
more, and Wente Vineyards were 
some of the early contributors. 

Money collected through fees 
and concessions for Futsal for 
All, as well as t-shirt sales have 
gone towards the court. 

The final piece was a $32,000 
grant from StopWaste.org award-
ed last spring. The City of Liver-
more receives funds from Stop-
Waste.org, generated from land-
fill usage fees, and distributes 
them to projects that promote 
waste reduction, recycling, or the 
purchase of recycled products. 
The futsal court qualified because 
it is made from recycled rubber. 

 “This is local government at 
its finest,” declared Livermore 
vice-mayor John Marchand, 
speaking at the inauguration. 
“It’s about interagency coopera-
tion, public/private partnerships, 
good environmental stewardship, 
and leveraging limited resources 
for our students. What started as 
a fun after school activity has 
become a win-win for Livermore 
schools, the community, and the 
environment.”

Livermore school superinten-
dent Kelly Bowers and March-
and, whose wife Sue teaches at 
Junction, cut the official ribbon 
on one of the futsal goals. Bow-
ers, after removing her high-
heeled shoes to protect the court 
surface, kicked in the first goal. 

Futsal Club members then 
played several demonstration 
games, followed by performanc-
es by Junction’s Ballet Folklorico 
and Mariachi clubs, a barbeque 
dinner, and a raffle of donated 
soccer and futsal equipment. 

Junction’s futsal courts are not 

quite complete, though. Current-
ly, there are two courts. However, 
only one is fenced. The fence 
is essential to the game, as the 
ball is played off the fence. Bell 
needs to raise another $8,000 to 
complete the fence on the second 
court and $2,500 for a second set 
of goals. 

Casa Orozco,  Tequila’s 
Taqueria, Contreras Market, 
Chavez Soccer, Soccer Pro, 
Sports Chalet, Wente Restaurant, 
and Campo di Bocce, Junction 
parents, the Junction Futsal 
Club, and the Junction Mariachi 
Club all donated items for the 
inauguration. 

For more information on the 
Junction Avenue K-8 futsal pro-
gram, contact Belia Martinez at 
925.606.6392 or Robert Bell at 
rbell@lvjusd.k12.ca.us. 

FUTSAL
(continued from page one)

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Players try out the new futsal court at Junction Avenue K-8 School in Livermore.
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Elijah Hodgers of the Bucs stops the Vikings for no gain in 
Livermore Junior Football League action. 
 

The 12U Mavericks girls' softball team seized its third championship 
title of the 2011 season at the “Think Pink” cancer awareness 
tournament. The team traded the usual teal uniforms for pink to 
participate in this event held in Modesto, CA on October 15-16, 2011. 
During this tournament the Mavericks Fastpitch organization also held 
their annual pledge drive to raise money for breast cancer awareness. 
The Mavericks were relentless, winning all five games to capture first 
place. The offense pounded out 41 runs, and the pitching was very 
stingy, striking out 25 batters and allowing only 4 runs all weekend. 
This tournament marks their fourth consecutive championship game 
appearance. The Mavericks are: (first row from left) Mia Niklewicz, 
Mallory Jones, Amber Rice, Katie Lucas, Erica Espinosa; (back row 
from left) Manager Greg Dobson, Robyn Dobson, Jamie Wittmer, Shelby 
Rocereto, Jordan Maddox, Tea Stephenson, Natalie Waters, Coach Tim 
Waters, and Coach John Niklewicz. Not pictured is Maggie Kilday.
 Pleasanton Rage Grey U-11 forward Karin McCarty shoots for 

an early goal  against the Walnut Creek Cyclones. Photo courtesy 
of Warren McCarty.

The West Coast Wrath U11G team win its third  league game.  
The girls were on fire against the PSC HIghlanders, beating them 
1-0.   Pictured is TylerRene Enderlein beating the PSC defender 
prior to passing to Hayley Thompson who is pictured running 
down on the wing prior to receiving Tyler’s cross.

Livermore Fusion S/C U11 girls Black Team played tough opponent 
Mission Valley United of Fremont in league play on Sunday Oct 8.  
Mission Valley came out strong scoring on Fusion in the first half.  
That would be the last Mission Valley would see at the Fusion end of 
the field as Kayla Jones, Lauren Meeker and Kaitlin Krakoski played 
defense. Fusion didn’t let down as midfielders Alaina Sekany and 
Stephanie Boshee kept feeding the ball to forwards Camille La Blanc, 
Cassidy Bates and Abby Harnish as they attacked the goal from all 
angles. Fusion gets a break as forward Bates takes a corner kick and 
connects with forward Harnish for the goal tying the game 1-1.

minute later, Mary Tincher fired a rocket shot 
over the crossbar. Just before the half-time 
whistle, the Cyclones found the net to even 
the game’s score.

The second half began auspiciously for 
Grey, with an early corner by Kaur that led 
to a shot by Isabella Huyler that was stopped 
by the Cyclones’ goalie. Both teams appeared 
hungry to win, but neither was able to convert 
their shots into points.

Pleasanton Rage Division 4
U-8: The Mountain Lions faced a tough 

Montanas team on a warm sunny fall day.  The 
game was fast paced with both teams demon-
strated dramatic improvement over their first 
meeting this season. Top Offensive Players: 
Olivia M., Sophia M., Gwen B. - Mountain 
Lions; Top Defensive Players: Macy H., Julia 
B., Jewels S. - Mountain Lions

U-9:  The Pumas continued their winning 
ways after clashing in a hard fought battle 
with the Puppies. Julia Thomas debuted in 
goal for the cats, and proved that they were 
saving the best for last!  Julia stopped over 
a dozen well-placed shots and kept the 
Puppies strikers on hold.  Avenley Rose 
played through injury and bounced a shot 
of the goalpost into the Puppies net. Nicole 
Brownen was superior on the field, and helped 
to keep the Pumas on top. Top Offensive 
Player:  Avenley Rose - Pumas; Top Defen-
sive Player:  Julia Thomas - Pumas

Peace Dogs 7, Parakeets 0: Offensive 
Players: Amanda Brown scored 4 goals 
for the Peace Dogs in a 7-0 win over the 
Parakeets.  Sadie Brown scored 2 goals 
and Dania Espinosa scored 1 for the win. 
Defensive Players: Rachel Singh, Katrina 
Terpstra and Hannah Loeffler led the win-
ning defense.

U-12:  The Her-Ricanes beat P-Town 
United 4-3 in a hard fought, seesaw battle.  
P-Town United scored early in the game, 
only to have the Her-Ricanes score 2 un-
answered goals.  P-town United netted a 
goal just before the half to tie the game at 
2-2.  The Her-Ricanes opened the second 
half with a goal and with 10 mintues left, 
P-Town United tied the score once again.  
An impressive save by the Her-Ricanes kept 
the score even and with less than 5 minutes 
remaining, the Her-Ricanes scored the final 
goal for the win.

Her-Ricanes 4,  P-Town United 3; Ben-
gals 1, Bay Cats 0: Top Offensive Players:   
Catherine Cho, Gianna Lyng, Megan Gee 
- Her-Ricanes; Bliss B., Esha C., Slayer L. 
- Bay Cats; Top Defensive Players:   Emma 
Tsztoo, Alyssa Wu, Summer Reeves - 
Her-Ricanes; Lulu C., Amira N., Panda P. 
- Bay Cats

U-14:  The Ladyhawks where led Sunday 
afternoon by Lauren Possehl’s two goals in 
a tightly contested 2-2 match against a well 
coached Mark Sanchez Chaos team.  Brianna 
Sobrero and Megan Doi led the defensive 
play for the Ladyhawk as Leah Daniel again 
was outstanding in the net. The Ladyhawks 
stayed undefeated as they moved to 3-0-3.  
Last weekend, the Ladyhawks chalked up a 
6-2 “W” against the same Chaos team. Lauren 
Jepson’s 3 goals lead the scoring attack, while 
Lauren Possehl,  Priya Kallu and Karina 
Galvez each added a goal apiece.

Ladyhawks 2, Chaos 2; Rowdies 4, Or-
ange Pride 0: Top Offensive Players:   Lauren 
Possehl – Ladyhawks; Kayla Schroeder, Ra-
chel Butler, Haley Issacs, Megan Cavanaugh 
- Rowdies; Top Defensive Players:   Brianna 
Sobrero – Ladyhawks; Paige Ryback, Tessa 
Vlacos, Ellie Kim - Rowdies

U18/19:   Rage Cyclones 0, Lady Rebels 
4: Hat trick by was scored Kaala Cheney. Ni-
cole Beheil added a goal, the first goal of her 
soccer career. Offense attack was supported 
by Tara “20 GSO” Byrne, Rachel Duggan 
and Rachel Halperin. Defense backed by 
Nichol Schroeder, explosive closing speed 
by Camille Tsztoo, and keeper Marie “Clean 
Sheet” Morley.

Livermore Fusion
Livermore Fusion Soccer Club results:
U-11 Girls: Livermore Fusion U11 Girls 

dominated the SACYSL California North-
stars this weekend winning their Sunday 
game 6-3.  Total team coordination allowed 
six individual players to score, including 
Josie Berg, Abby DeVries, Lindsay Harnish, 
Cassidy Herberth, Samantha Kwan, and Jen 
Wise.  But these players could not have put 

the ball into the net without the help of the 
rest of their teammates.  Stephanie Boschee 
and Sophia Mylius took turns securing the 
center midfield, while Caroline Eckel, Kath-
erine Lewis, and Janessa Sanchez assisted 
their teammates from many positions.  And 
finally, Lauren Meeker controlled the center 
defense allowing her teammates the freedom 
to attack without worry about a counter-attack 
from their opponents.

Fusion S/C U10 Girls Maroon team 
played ACC Mavericks Dynamite of Berkley 
Soccer Club in league play Saturday. Both 
teams came out fighting, as neither team was 
willing to give up a goal.  Late in the first 
half Dynamite penetrated the tough Fusion 
defense played by Lilly Ackerman, Taylor 
Bond and Gracie Dupuis scoring one.  Fu-
sion forwards Gracie Walke and Lexi Borgna 
continued to pressure the Dynamite up until 
the end of the first half.  It wasn’t over for 
Fusion as forward Mia Mendosa rallies to 
get one in for Fusion tying the score 1-1.  
Dynamite continued the fight making a 
lucky shot from the outside making it a 
2-1 game.  Showing all her speed forward 
Kayla Lewis received a beautiful cross from 
Ackerman tying the game just at the end of 
the second half.   

Division-4 (Recreation/House) Gi
rls                                                                

U-12:  Fireballs 8, Hot Shots 2: Of-
fense: Madilyn Martin, Ally Brown, Tyler 
Lee (Fireballs); Sierra Wysock, Bridgette 
Meyer (Hot Shots); Defense: Miriam 
Brown, Emily Hewitt (Fireballs); Emmy 
Poe, Letti Cisnenos (Hot Shots); Goals & 
Assists: Madilyn Martin (3G), Ally Brown 
(G), Tyler Lee (2G), Megan Brooking (G), 
Raegan Demo (G) (Fireballs); Sierra Wysock 
(G) (Hot Shots)

Chaos 1, Shockwave 0: Chaos exempli-
fied strong defense led by Craft and Hernan-
dez and kept the ball in Shockwave territory 
for most of the game. For Shockwave, Worley 
and Finnegan broke through the defensive 
line of Chaos, but could not capitalize on 
their momentum. The offense for Chaos 
relentlessly pummeled Shockwave, but 
goalies Romero and Jensen fought off 18 
shots on goal, letting only a powerful kick 
from Powell into the net. Acosta swooped in 
to clear the ball from scoring range 11 times 
for Shockwave to help keep the Chaos lead 
to 1 goal. Two very well matched teams 
of outstanding players created an exciting 
game for all. Offense: Brooke Powell, Ash-
ley Derdak, Maggie Rosendin, Jodi Bryant 
(Chaos); Anya Worley, Alyssa Sausen, 
Mary Griffin (Shockwave); Defense: Arina 
van Schoonenberg, Amanda Craft, Jennifer 
Hernandez (Chaos); Anika Jensen, Luci 
Romero, Ciara Acosta (Shockwave); Goals 
& Assists: Brooke Powell (G), Ashley Derdak 
(A) (Chaos)

U-8: Soccer Sisters vs. Angry Birds: 
Soccer Sisters team had a great game on 
Saturday, October 15, against the Angry 
Birds. The top players for the Soccer Sisters 
were:  Gianna Allen, Wallis Bregman, and 
Calissa Smith.  

U-7:  The Heartbreakers vs Blue Bomb-
ers: Offense: Shelby Maverakis, Maddie 
Flasck, Evelyn LeDesma (Heartbreakers); 
Grace Anderson, Amy Jensen (Bombers); 
Defense: Mackenzie Wherry (Heartbreak-
ers); Ava Lewis, Hailey-Ann Stubbles 
(Bombers)

U-6:  Kicking Tigers vs Sparkly La-
dybugs: Offense: Aida Ramirez, Natalia 
Puente, Madi Perkins (Tigers); Savannah 
Battaion, Sydney Goodwin, Aniella Zullo 
(Ladybugs); Defense: Aida Ramirez (Tigers); 
Anne Polaski, Maddison Colagross, Eliana 
Green (Ladybugs)

Unicorns vs My Little Ponies: Offense: 
Mackenzie Salimida (Unicorns); Adah Hu, 
Kaylee Smith (Ponies); Defense: Elise 
Goulart (Unicorns); Shreya Shetti, Audrey 
Torrez (Ponies)

Division-4 (Recreation/House) Boys
U-10: Snipers 3, Groundbreakers 2: 

Offense: Brandon Umeki, Joshua Spen-
cer (Snipers); Caleb Nieto, Scott Pagel 
(Groundbreakers); Defense: Evan Nystrom, 
Kavin Indirajith (Snipers); Kaegan Nelson, 
Blake Texeira (Groundbreakers); Goals 
& Assists: Brandon Umeki (2G), Joshua 
Spencer (G) (Snipers); Caleb Nieto (2G) 
(Groundbreakers)

The Champions 3, Strike Force 0: The 
Champions and the Strike Force both played 

hard.  It was a fast paced, high intensity game.  
Both teams moved the ball around the field.  
In the end, the Champions played a slightly 
more aggressive game and took the win 3-0 
over Strike Force. Offense: Chad Madrid 
(G, A), Thomas Cowles (G), Nathan Jones 
(G) (Champions); Jeffrey Fairbanks, Robert 
Jimenez, Jacob Johnston (Force); Defense: 
Michael Bearden (GK), Ben Morrisroe 
(Champions); Tracie Addington, Kevin 
Collity, Calvin Jue (Force); Goals & Assists: 
Chad Madrid (G, A), Thomas Cowles (G), 
Nathan Jones (G) (Champions)

U-9: Thunderbolts 8, Jets 4: Offense: Ed-
win Zabala, Christian Cruz (Thunderbolts); 
Taha Diah, Kaden Hickmott (Jets); Defense: 
Juan Cadna, Wesley Short (Thunderbolts); 
Pedro Aceves, Elijah Schell (Jets)

U-8: Fireballs vs Red Rockets: Offense: 
Samuel Langefels, Jacob Sisto, Benjamin 
Sears (Fireballs); Nolan Moseley, Isaac 
Romero, Tyler James Stubbles (Rockets); 
Defense: Jackson Snodgress, Theo Xenakis, 
Gavin Rose (Fireballs); Christopher Hutton, 
Christian Silva, Adam Tufts (Rockets)

U-7:  Star Wars vs Skullz: Offense: 
Duncan Maxwell, Joaquin Sanchez (Star 
Wars); Jake Walton, Marcos Valdez (Skullz); 
Defense: Cody Judd (Star Wars); Brayden 
Vash (Skullz)

Dragons vs Earthworms: Offense: 
Jay Jay Mitchell, Kyle Denton (Dragons); 
William Fuller Dylan Ison (Earthworms); 
Defense: Dominic Peri, Cameron Angotti 
(Dragons); Joey Makarewicz, Silbano Ortega 
(Earthworms)

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton Ballistic Soccer Club 

results:
U-19: The BUSC U19 Select used an 

early goal and a very late goal for a dramatic 
2-1 victory over the ABSC Colts. The Select 
struck first when Joe Lee went deep to the 
line and sent a bouncing negative cross into 
the box.  Jake Lorentz deftly brought it down 
and put it in for a 1-0 lead in the 7th minute.  
Despite keeping heavy pressure on the Colts, 
plus a strong wind keeping them bottled 
up, the half ended the same.  Centerbacks 
Eric Brooks and Randy Copeman were the 
defensive cornerstones. In the second half, 
the Colt had the wind, and made it pay off.  
On a throw-in that hung up, a Colt player 
recreated the “Hand of God” play by bring-
ing it to his feet and converting in close for 
a 1-1 tie in the 65th minute.  The Select’s 
best chance to take the lead came in the 81st 
when midfielder Isaac Flanzbaum ran on 
from the right side and sent one headed to 
the back of the net.  However, the Colts’ GK 
laid out to rob the opportunity.  In the 90th 
minute, with the game looking like a draw, 
the Select struck.  Morgan Melendrez sent a 
true lead down the middle to a streaking Tyler 
Briggs.  With a desperate Colts defender on 
his heels, Briggs’ last touch betrayed him and 
it went a little long.  His best effort was a an 
attempt to stuff the ball past the onrushing 
GK.  His shot was blocked and Briggs went 
down, but did not quit.  He leaped up and 
slotted it low left past the down keeper for 
the 2-1 final, mere seconds before the final 
whistle.  The Select (7-7-5, 5-1-2 CCSL)  
gear up for a rematch showdown with the 
Montclair Clippers.

BUSC Division 4 (Rec League)
U-12:  The Pleasanton BUSC U-12 

Rampage defeated the Rockets, 6-0. Top 
offensive players: Danny Lopez with 4 goals 
and Anthony Campa and Josh Ose with 1 goal 
each.   Other top offensive players included 
Arnav Bhalla, Mark Vera (who also did an 
outstanding job as goalie) and Brandon 
Brown with a goal-assist. Top Defensive 
Players: Luke Carter, Brady Scanlon and 
Ian Rondoni whose strong mid-field play 
was a career-best.

California Gymnastics 
The Level 4 and 5 girls from California 

Gymnastics Academy competed at the Teddy 

Bear Classic in Redwood City on October 
16, 2011.

CGA’s Level 4 team won the first place 
team award. In the older category, Anna 
Foehner was first all-around, winning Vault 
with a score of 9.475 and Floor with a score 
of 9.250 and placing second on Beam with 
a score of 9.325. Delaney Watkins was 
second all-around, winning Beam with a 
score of 9.5. 

In the middle age category, Karinna 
Stevenson took first place All-Around with 
a first place score of 9.350 on the Floor and 
a second place finish on Beam of 9.425. Julia 
Humphrey came in second place all-around 
with a winning score of 9.5 on Beam and 
second place finishes on Vault (9.225) and 
Bars (9.1). Sydney Sullivan placed first 
on Bars with a score of 9.2 and was third 
all-around.

 In the younger category, Carly Oniki 
placed first all-around in her age group, 
winning on Bars with a score of 9.025 and 
Vault with a score of 9.450. Calli Renner 
scored a 9.050 on Beam.

CGA’s Level 5 Team won the first place 
team award. In the older category, Jasmyn 
Cheng came in first all-around with winning 
scores on Bars (9.475), Beam (9.575) and 
Floor (9.4). Daniela Mendiola won vault 
with 9.05 and came in second all-around and 
Yasmine Diyab scored a 9.0 on Beam. In the 
middle age category, Sabrina Kheirolomoom 
won Beam with a score of 9.4, coming in 
second all-around. Maya Frank won Floor 
with a score of 9.0 and scored 9.350 on Beam 
for second place. Lily Cuyler won bars with 
a score of 9.125. In the younger category, 
Alexandra Kim won Floor with a score of 
9.425, Alexandra McMillin scored a 9.65 on 
Beam and placed second all-around. Julieta 
Mendiola scored a 9.425 on Beam.

Edge Gymnastics
The Edge Gymnastics Level 4 team 

competed this past weekend, Oct. 15-16, at 
the Disco-Tech Invitational Meet in Rancho 
Cordova, CA. Both the Division A and Divi-
sion B teams won second place. Here are the 
individual results:

Level 4: Younger A Division: Krista 
Fredrickson (3rd beam, 2nd all-around); 
Lillian Lewis (2nd vault, 3rd bars, 3rd all-
around); Younger B Division: Mei-Ling 
Wong (tied 3rd vault, 1st beam, 3rd all-
around); Emily Walsh (tied 3rd beam)

Middle A Division: Gisele Attaran (tied 
2nd vault, tied 2nd bars, 3rd beam, 3rd 
floor, 3rd all-around); Middle B Division: 
Katie Corbett (2nd vault, 2nd beam, 2nd 
all-around); Alexa Naegele (tied 2nd floor); 
Eily Corbett (1st beam)

Older A Division: Juliette Fletcher 
(1st vault, 1st bars, tied 3rd beam, 1st all-
around); Isabel Castillo (2nd bars, 1st beam, 
2nd all-around); Callie Zeifang (2nd beam, 
3rd floor); Older B Division: Julia Greene 
(tied 2nd vault, 3rd bars, tied 3rd floor, 2nd 
all-around)

LEVEL 5

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Foothill High School Falcons traveled to play the Granada 
Matadors to start the second half of EBAL varsity firls volleyball 
play. Foothill recovered from a first set loss to win the next 
three sets, taking the match 3-1. Pictured are Sara Markle (6) 
and Jennifer Corbin (9) from Foothill go up for a block against 
Granada’s Essi Helminen (3).
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Level 5, placed first this weekend at 
the Disco Tech Meet held at Technique 
Gymnastics in Rancho Cordova. 

In the Younger division, Sydney Foon 
placed first in the all-around, floor, and 
beam, tied for second on vault. Michella 
Diebenow tied for second on vault, placed 
second bars, and beam. Amy Hoefs placed 
second in the all-around. Ashley Smelley 
placed first on beam. 

In the Middle Division, Isabella Romano 
placed first on floor. Lianna Quick placed  
first on bars. Lauren Heller tied for second on 
beam. Tatum Laird tied for  second on vault, 
and placed second on bars. Shreya Venkatra-
man placed first in the all-around, tied for 
first on vault, tied for 2nd on beam. 

In the Older Division, Amanda Chau tied 
for first in the all-around, placed first on bars,  
second on floor. Emily Devane placed first on 
floor. Divya Natesan tied for  second on beam. 
Emily Reed placed first in the all-around, 
first on beam, second on floor. 

LEVEL 6:
The Level 6 Edge Gymnastics Team took 

second place on October 15th at the 2011 
Disco-Tech Invitational in Rancho Cordova, 
CA. Top individual results were:

Younger Age Group: Stephanie Lowe 
second on bars and third all around. Amy 
Noda second on vault and beam. Madison 
Shasky third on beam.

Middle Age Group: Isabella Baldacci 
second on bars. Hannah Skepner third on 
beam.

Older Age Group: Sarah Fletcher first 
on bars. Sophia Kalliaras second on vault 
and third on bars.

WCOGA Gymnastics
The West Coast Olympic Gymnastics 

Academy compulsory gymnasts competed 
in the Pink Meet Invitational at Bay Aerials 
in Fremont on 10/8/11 and 10/9/11.  The 
level 4 team captured 2nd place.  

Standout performances:  Audrey Ong -   
1st place bars and beam, 3rd place floor and 
1st place all-around.  Juliette Gosselin- 1st 
place bars, 2nd place beam and 2nd place 
all-around.  McKenzie Meyn -1st place 
vault and 3rd place all-around.   Naomi 
Evans – 1st place beam.  Level 5 standout 
performances: Corrine Jackson – 1st place 
bars and beam, with 1st place all-around.  
Lauren Swenson-Lennox – 2nd place beam 
and 4th place all-around.  

The level 6 team finished in 3rd place.  
Standout performances – Jasmine Saucelo 
– 1st place beam, 2nd place floor and 2nd 
place all-around.  Sara Ling – 1st place vault, 
3rd place beam and 3rd place all-around.   

Pleasanton Seahawks 
The Age-Groups for the Pleasanton 

Seahawks swim team turned in a solid 
performance October 15-16, posting many 
best times and new cuts at the Alameda 
Island Aquatics hosted the C/B/A+ Meet at 
Chabot College. 

Pre Novice: Nikita Gautham 100% 
Lifetime Best Times (LTB), took off over 
13 seconds in her 50 Breast; Dominick 
Wonosaputra 100% LTB; Adam Valentine 
had two great races at his first swim meet; 
David Yang had best times (BTs)in his 25 
Back, 50 Breast, and 50 Fly; Aaron Helmers 
went a best time in his 50 Back, shaving off 
20 seconds

Novice: Max Cory achieved 5 B times, 
including two new lifetime best B times and 
a LTB in 50 free

Novice II:  Madhav Vats 100% LTB; 
Bryson Huey 100% LTB, New B Time 25 
Back and dropped 9 seconds; Emily Tsai 
also attended the meet

Pre-Junior: New B-times: Tim Ding, 
Justin Huang, Catharine Ren; New A-times: 
Calvin Chui, Duhita Gondhalekar, Lily Hu, 
Alex Ren, Lara Serban, Nick Wonosaputra; 
New JO Cuts: Kyle Kenny; 100% Best 
Times: Calvin Chui, Tim Ding, Duhita 
Gondhalekar, Justin Huang, Kyle Kenny, 
Catharine Ren

Junior:  Best times (BTs): Katherina 
Cory 5 BTs; Miranda Heckman 4 BTs; Grace 
Kim 2 BTs; Sofia Barrera  5 BTs; ; Tanaya 
Gondhalekar  4 BTs; Christy Neufeld 3 BTs; 
Nja Zuniga 4 BTs; Niklas Bengtsson 6 BTs; 
Aditya Gupta 5 BTs; Paarsa Heidari 2 BTs; 
Alex Kuang 2 BTs; Matthew Neufeld 3 BTs; 
Will Rose 6 BTs; Ben Sproul 6 BTs; Tim Yao 
5 BTs; Alexa Bui 100% BTs; Laurel Heckman 
100% BTs; Jonathan Mui 100% BTs and 2 
Junior Olympic (JO) times; Emma Valentine 
JO - 200 free; Justin Tsai JO - 100 back

Varsity Group:  Cody Chang (100 free 
A, 200 IM A); Amanda Helle (50 free A, 100 
free A, 100 breast BT); Parth Subramanian 
(200 back A, 100 breast A)

Pre-Senior Group:   Meg MacGregor 
(50 free JO); Samantha Howell (100 free 
FW, 50 back JO, 200 back JO, 100 breast 
A, 200 IM JO); Shawn Kim (100 back A); 
Nikolas Cory (50/200 free JO, 50 back A, 
100 breast FW, 200 Breast JO); Michael Yao 
(100 free PRT, 50 back JO, 200 back A, 100 
breast PRT, 200 breast PRT, 200 IM FW); 
Christopher Lee (100 free JO, 200 back A, 
200 breast JO, 200 IM JO);  

Michael Martin (100/200 free A, 50 back 
JO, 200 back A, 100 breast A, 200 fly A, 200 
IM A); Wolfgang Lachance (200 free A, 50 
back A, 200 breast A); Rishab Nair (200 free 
A,  200 back A, 100/200 breast A,  200 IM 
A); Ryane Skinner (50 free A, 100 back A, 
200 breast A); Danielle Zacharias (50/500 
free A, 100/200 back A, 100 fly A); Madison 
Burson (50/100/500 free A, 100/200 back A, 
100 breast A); Lekya Mukamalla  (50 free A, 
200 IM B); Jeff Tang (50 free JO, 200 breast 
A); Nate Sproul (50/500 free A,  100/200 
back A, 100 breast A, 200 IM A, 100 Fly 
A); Trevor Lee (50 free A, 100 back A, 200 
breast A, 200 IM A); Alex Gilchrist (100 
free A, 100/200 back JO, 100 fly JO, 200 
IM JO); Charles Li (100 free A, 100 breast 
A, 100 fly A); Kyle Oslund (100 free A, 200 
Back A, 100 breast JO, 100 fly A, 200 IM 
A); Evan Hander (100 free BT, 100 breast 
BT; Thomas Neufeld (100 back A) 

Livermore Aquacowboys  
Livermore Aquacowboys swim team 

members competed at Chabot College  on 
Oct. 8-9, turning in solid swims in their first 
meet of the season. 

New B times were achieved by Larissa 
Trump, Megan Wilcox, Victoria Moufarrej, 
Jessica Paul, Faith Carroll, Paige Reynolds, 
Jack Rehberger, Melinda Davis, Hannah 
Watts, Sasha Piper and Sydney Zischka.

New A times achieved:  Sofia Moufarrej., 
Matthew Hayes, Jared Hill., Celine, Brianna 
Reynolds, Jessica Pau;., Adrianna Rocha, 
Kinsey Claudino, Annelyse Combitsis, 
Sophia Piper., Nick Coltrin, Taber DaCosta, 
Jacqueline Arnold, Amanda Butcher, Katie 
Rehberger, Julia Rocha, Paige Reynolds, 
Franco Moufarrej, Collin Trump, AnneMarie 
Arnold, Tori Carroll, and Tucker Zischka. 

New JO qualifiers are:  Sarah Swanson, 
Josh Ledbetter, Turner Zischka, Jenna Chew, 
Stephen Mackanic, Christine Kunzler and 
Megan Fairbanks. 

New PRT and FARW times achieved:    
Caroline Eckels made a new Pacific Record-
able time in the 50 free with a 28, and a new 
FARW time in the 200 free. 

Little Leagues Sign Up
Livermore Little Leagues are holiding 

walk in registration on Oct. 22 and Nov 5 
for the 2012 season, from 10am-2pm at the 
Livermore High School Student Union. Play-
ers who will be 5 yr-18 yr. on or before April 
30, 2012 are eligible to register. Every player 
must provide proof of residency and new 
players need to provide Birth Certificate.

Not sure which league to register with? 
All three leagues will be there on these days. 
A boundary map will be provided. Questions 
visit the websites, eteamz.com/lnll, eteamz.
com/lall or granadalittleleague.net

Lacrosse Registration 
Open

Join the fastest growing sport in North 
America. Registration for the Livermore 
Phantom Lacrosse Spring 2012 season is 
now open. Boys and girls teams are forming 
for players born between Sept. 1, 1996 and 
Aug. 31, 2004. The season runs mid-January 
through May. Registration closes Oct. 31. 
Teams are filling fast. Register on-line at 
www.phantomlacrosse.org.

Mt. Diablo Challenge
Hundreds of cyclists charged up Mount 

Diablo for two reasons Sunday – to take on 
one heck of a challenge and to help preserve 
Mount Diablo. The Mount Diablo Challenge, 
recently named the “East Bay’s Best Uphill 
Bike Race,” is 11.2 miles of timed vertical 
cycling, starting at the Athenian School in 
Danville and climbing up Southgate Road 
3,249 feet to the summit of Mount Diablo.

Both amateur and professional cyclists 
competed and prizes were awarded for 
several categories in a ceremony at the 
summit with food and beverages for all. 
This year, Nathaniel English, riding for the 
Expert Tree Service team, came in first at a 
mere 43 minutes and 56 seconds. This was 
just 13 seconds shy of the course record he 
set in 2008.

The Fastest Team award went to Taleo, 
the Talent Management Company with of-
fices in Dublin. Taleo was the Event Sponsor 
for this year’s Mount Diablo Challenge and 
had more than 50 members of the Taleo 
Cycling Team participate in the Challenge. 
Also riding was Taleo Chairman and CEO, 
Mike Gregoire.

All riders who reached the summit in less 
than 1 hour, no easy feat, received a special 
complimentary “1 Hour” T-Shirt. Awards 
were given to top finishers, Nathaniel Eng-
lish, Expert Tree Service Team (43:56), Max 
Jenkins (44:02), Chris Phipps, Expert Tree 
Service Team (46:35) for males and Jenny 
Slawta (53:33), Susannah Breen, Fremont 
Bank Cycling Team (54:19), Tanya Gross-
man, Forward Motion Race Club (58:72) for 
females. Awards were also given to several 
cyclists who raised funds for Save Mount 
Diablo’s land preservation programs. All 
event proceeds benefit Save Mount Diablo’s 
programs to preserve, defend and restore the 
remaining 80,000 acres on Mount Diablo 
and its foothills, like the recently announced 
Marsh Creek – V volcanic dome, for wildlife 
and people to enjoy.

Bowling for Baseball
Livermore High School baseball is host-

ing a Bowling Tournament to raise money 
for the season. The cost is $15 per person or 
$90 for a team of six. The tournament will be 
on December 3 from 6-8pm at the Granada 
Bowl. Those interested in participating, 
please contact David Perotti at dperotti@
lvjusd.k12.ca.us or 925-586-2811or go to 
www.eteamz.com/LHScowboysbaseball 
for more info.

Halloween Run/Walk
The Rotary Club of Pleasanton will host 

the inaugural Halloween Spirit 5K Run & 
Walk and Kids’ Challenge on Sunday morn-
ing, October 30, in downtown Pleasanton. 
The start will be at the Main Street Arch. 

The challenge will benefit the Pleasan-
ton Rotary Club’s general charity, which 
focuses on projects in the Tri Valley. To 
date, the Rotary Club of Pleasanton has 
donated more than one million dollars to 
various charities.

5K Run or Walk is flat and fast certified 
course, which includes closed and monitored 
streets and a portion of the nearby Arroyo 
Trails, part paved and part trail surfaces. The 
5K start will just be a few hundred feet west 
of the arch, on Main Street, with the finish 
line set up right underneath the arch. The 
Kids’ Challenge is a number of age-specific 
100-yard dashes (for children ages 2-8) on the 
closed portion of Main Street, also finishing 
underneath the arch.

Entry are $5 ages 2 to 8 kids’ challenge 
pre-registered, $10 race day; $20 5K run/walk 
elementary and middle school students 
pre-registered, $25 race day; $20 each all 
events families of four or more preregis-
tered, $25 race day; $30 5K run/walk high 
school students and adults preregistered, 
$35 race day. 

All participants will receive a com-
memorative orange and black T-shirt, goodie 
bag, refreshments (including ice cream), and 
will each receive a ticket to a huge after-race 
raffle. The 5K Run and Walk will start at 
9:00 a.m. The Kids’ Challenge events will 
begin around 10:15 a.m. Check-in and race-
day registratio

Final online registration will close at 
midnight 10/27. All other packets will be 
available for pick-up on race day.

For more Halloween Spirit Run informa-
tion and/or to download and application to 
mail in your entry fee, contact On Your Mark 
Race Events at 209-795-7832, or visit their 
website. Online registration is also available 
on active.com.

PGSL Registration
2012 Registration is now open for all 

divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls 
Softball League. All girls living in Pleasan-
ton , Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play. 
Two ways to register: 1) Online at www.
pleasantonsoftball.org; 2) Mail-in: PGSL, 
P.O. Box 911, Pleasanton, CA 94566 (down-
load a registration form from our website). 
For more information or questions, email 
Christine Tanis at christine.t@pleasanton-
softball.org.

PGSL Player Evaluations and Tryouts:
Evaluations for grades 3-8 are scheduled 

for January 14-15, 2012. The times and 
locations are to be determined and will be 
published on the PGSL website (www.pleas-
antonsoftball.org). Remember to register by 
December 1, 2011 to avoid the late fee.

Cal High vs. Livermore
California High School at Livermore 

High School, the second of five football 
games to air on Tri-Valley Community TV, 
will be taped on Friday, October 21. The 
show will not air live. Hosts from TV30 will 
include Ian Bartholomew along with guest 
commentator Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti and 
field reporting by Anna Kagarakis. Planned 
interviews during the game include coaches, 
students, Mayors, city and school officials. 

 Tri-Valley TV 30 will begin broadcasting 
the game on Comcast TV channel 30 and 
AT&T U-Verse via channel 99 on Saturday, 
October 22th at 7:00 p.m. For complete air 
dates and times, visit the Tri-Valley TV 
website at www.trivalleytv.org. In addition, 
the game may be viewed streaming live 
and via Video on Demand at our website 
the following Wednesday, October 26th. 
DVDs of the games may also be purchased 
via the website. 

Cal at Livermore TV30 Schedule: 
Saturday at 7 p.m. and 1 a.m., Sunday at 
10 a.m. and 8 p.m., Tuesday at 10 p.m. and 
Thursday at 6 p.m.

Ola Mae Goodman
Ola Mae (Conn) Goodman, 

a long-time Livermore resident, 
passed away on October 12, 
2011. She was 83.  

She is survived by her son 
and daughter-in-law, Steve and 
Sheryl Goodman, her son-in-law 
Warren Council, and her four 
grandchildren – Stephanie and 
Joelle Goodman, and Lauren and 
Brian Council. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Alex 
Goodman, and her daughter, Ali-
son (Goodman) Council, as well 
as her 12 brothers and sisters.

A Memorial Service will be 
held on Friday, October 21 at 
11 a.m. at Asbury United Meth-
odist Church, 4743 East Ave., 
Livermore. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to Hope 

Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave., Suite 
100, Dublin, CA 94568

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Calvert Herbert Craft
Calvert Herbert Craft died 

October 17, 2011 at the age of 
91. He was a resident of Healds-
burg.

He served in the National 
Guard and Air Force in Australia 
and New Guinea. He worked as 
a carpenter. He was a member 
of the Masons in Benicia for 50 
years.

Calvert is leaving to join his 
wife Leah Craft. He is survived 
by his children Karen and hus-
band Frank Benetti and Cindy 
and husband Ted Skins; grand-
children, Angela Benetti, Pamela 

Lorence and Daniel Akins; and 
great grandchildren, Stephen 
Cave, Brandon Cave, Leah Cave, 
Trevor Lorence and Audrey 
Akins.

Visitation will be from 5 to 
8 p.m. on Oct. 21 at Callaghan 
Mortuary in Livermore. A funeral 
service will be held at the same 
location on Oct. 22 at 11 .m. In-
terment will be at Memory Gar-
dens Cemetery in Livermore

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions are suggested to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

October Meteors
October Meteors is the Sat., Oct. 

22 program offered by the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District 
ranger staff.

Meet Ranger Glen Glorey at  7:00 
pm Sycamore Grove Park, Wetmore 
Road Entrance (1051 Wetmore 
Road).

The nights are getting longer and 
darker, but that only means more 
time for astronomy! Come out to 
Sycamore Grove this Saturday to 
experience the awe of the fall con-
stellations. As an added bonus, the 
Orionid meteor shower is peaking 
this evening so we should have a 
good chance of seeing some meteors! 
Please dress warmly and wear sturdy 
walking shoes as we will be venturing 
about a mile and a half into the park 
to get to some darker skies. Cancelled 
if raining, night hike if cloudy.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee at both entrances to Sycamore 
Grove Park. A $2 donation is re-
quested to help support the programs. 
Participants may call 925-960-2400 
for more information.

Information for Seniors
Lynnewood United Methodist 

Church has invited Marlene Petersen, 
Executive Director for the Senior 
Support Program of the Tri-Valley, to 
speak to on the extensive resources 
they provide seniors in the Tri-Valley 
Area.  There will also be a representa-
tive from the Senior Center, located 
in Pleasanton, to discuss additional 
programs available. The talk will be 
Tuesday, October 25, at 7:00 P.M.  
We will meet either in the sanctuary 
or the choir room depending on the 
number of people interested.

The length of the talk should be 
about 1-1/2 hours with time after 
for questions and answers. Those 
who would like to attend, please 
get in touch with Linda Van Pelt 
by phone, 925-294-9635, or email, 
lvanpelt3513@att.net to provide an 
idea of the number of people attend-
ing.   Sponsored by Lynnewood UMC 
Stephen Ministry Program.

High School Seniors
Las Positas College invites high 

school seniors and their parents to 
“Shifting Gears,” an informational 
evening on Wednesday, Nov. 2, in 
the Physical Education Complex. 
Information tables will be open 
from 6-7 p.m. with faculty and staff 
available to speak with students and 
their parents. The formal program is 
from 7-9 p.m., featuring presentations 
about major and transfer academic 
programs.

Students are asked to RSVP 
online to indicate the name of 
their high school and the number 
of persons who plan to attend at: 
www.laspositascollege.edu/news/
01hsseniorparentnight2011.php. 

Parking is free for this event. To 
view a campus map and learn more, 
please visit the Las Positas College 
website at www.laspositascollege.
edu, or contact Julie Thornburg at 
(925) 424-1421. 

Las Positas College is located at 
3000 Campus Hill Drive in Liver-
more.              

College Workshops
Livermore college-bound seniors 

are invited to attend free afternoon 
workshops to receive assistance with 
online college applications. College 
Advisor, Louise Gill, will provide 
one-on-one assistance with your UC, 
CSU, and Common Applications at 
the Civic Center Library. 

Seating is limited and is on a first-
come, first-served basis. 

Bring your high school transcripts, 
test scores, and test dates to the session 
of your choice.  Sessions are from 
4:00pm to 6:00pm in Community 
Room B on the following dates: 

• CSU Applications- November 
21, 2011

• UC Applications- October 31, 
and November 14, 2011 

• Common Applications- October 
24 and November 17, 2011

For questions or more informa-
tion, please call Sandy at 925-373-
5500 ext. 5583, or visit the library 
website:  www.livermorelibrary.
net.

          
Scholarship Contest

The American Legion Post 237 
of Pleasanton is accepting entries in 
the annual High School Oratorical 
Scholarship Program, “A Constitu-
tional Speech Contest.”

Local Post 237 winner advances to 
the District 10 contest. The winner of 
that contest would advance to the area 
two contest and from there the winner 
does to the state event. The California 
winner is sent to the national contest. 
The winner receives a grand prize of 
an $18,000 scholarship.

There are two parts to the contest. 
One is a prepared talk on any aspect 
of the United States Constitution, in-
cluding the Bill of Rights. The second 
day of the contest, will feature a talk 
on an assigned topic.

Participants must be citizens of, 
or lawful permanent residents of the 
United States. They must be students 
under the age of 20 on the day of 
the national contest April 13, 2012. 
Contestants must be attending high 
school (grades 9 to 12), either public, 
parochial, military, private or home 
schooled.

Entry deadline for the Pleasanton 
contest is Dec. 5, 2011. The contest 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Dec. 17 at Post 
237, 301 Main St., Pleasanton.

For information contact the 
chairperson, Norman Houghton, 
337-7900, nkh1@email.com or 
norm4064@yahoo com. Prospec-
tive contestants should provide the 
following information:, age, school 
and contact information.

Carnival Date Changed
The Halloween Carnival, present-

ed by the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District, has a new date for 
the 2011 event. The event will now 
be held on Sunday, Oct. 23, rather 
than on Saturday, Oct. 22.

Tickets are still available for this  
family event. The Halloween Carni-
val will run from 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 23, at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center, 4444 East Ave. 
Tickets are $7 for ages 2 to 9; parents 

are free. Tickets must be purchased in 
advance by calling 925-373-5700 or 
visiting the Community Center.

The event includes jump houses, 
a lollipop tree, soccer kick, obstacle 
course, face painting, bowling and 
mini basketball – all with a Halloween 
theme. Everyone will receive a goody 
bag and a mini pumpkin.

e-Waste in Dublin
Valley High School in Dublin will 

host an e-Waste event  on Saturday, 
October 29.  Bring  eWaste to Valley 
High School at 6901 York Drive, Dub-
lin California, 94568. The event will 
be from 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM.

The event is a fundraiser for 
Valley High School, a continuation 
high school. The funds will be used 
to fund and support many activities at 
the school including; the after school 
sports program, Tobacco Use Preven-
tion Education, field trips and hikes, 
student leadership activities, gradu-
ation activities, the senior breakfast, 
the Friday morning breakfast club, 
PE class activities and supplies, and 
much much more.

Free to recycle areTelevisions, 
Monitors, Laptops, Cell Phones, Flat 
Screens, & Wire.; $5.00 per item 
fee to recycle are  Components of:  
TV’s, Stereo Equipment, Computer 
Equipment , and Small Household 
items; ie: DVD/VCR players, Radios, 
Telephones, Printers, Fax Machines, 
and Small Household Appliances.  
Microwaves are $15.00 to $30.00 
(based on size),

Also on site will be Personal 
Document Shredding with Certificate 
of Destruction- $10.00 per Banker 
Box. 

For more info call Valley High 
School at 925-829-4322 ext. 7911

Witch Winners
Livermore Downtown Inc. re-

cently hosted a Witches Night Out 
event that included a variety of 
contests.

The winners are:  Favorite Mar-
tini, Pineapple Cilantro from The 
Clay Oven poured by Bartender 
Elias at ultra-spective photography; 
Favorite Bartender: Chase of Simply 
Fondue; Favorite Shopping Location: 
Main Street Designs.

Hall of Fame Nominations
The 19th Annual Alameda County 

Women’s Hall of Fame luncheon and 
awards ceremony is set for Saturday, 
March 31, 2012, at the Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral on Lincoln Avenue in 
Oakland.  The event will be hosted by 
the Alameda County Board of Super-
visors and the Alameda County Com-
mission on the Status of Women.

Nominations are now being ac-
cepted for outstanding women in 12 
categories: Business and Professions; 
Community Service; Culture and Art; 
Education; Environment; Health; 
Justice; Non-Traditional Careers; 
Science; Sports and Athletics; Phi-
lanthropy and Youth.

The deadline to submit nomina-
tions is December 16, 2011.

The 2011 Women’s Hall of Fame 
inductees will be announced in 

January and will be honored at the 
March 31, 2012 event.  Tickets to the 
luncheon and awards ceremony are 
$75.  Visit our website at http://www.
acgov.org/cao/halloffame/ to submit 
an online nomination or to obtain 
more information, or call (510) 272-
3884 or (510) 259-3871.

Recycling Contest
People who work in Alameda 

County will have the chance to prove 
their recycling prowess – and win 
prizes to boot, by participating in 
StopWaste.Org’s “Stop Waste at 
Work Contest.”  

From October through November, 
individuals who work in Alameda 
County can participate and become 
eligible to win prizes by pledging to 
sort their office waste properly and 
encouraging co-workers to do the 
same. People can pledge directly by 
‘liking’ StopWaste.Org’s Facebook 
page and clicking on the ‘contest’ tab. 
Here, followers will also be provided 
with contest updates, helpful tips 
and other useful information about 
recycling at work. It is also possible 
to pledge directly through the Stop-
WasteatWork.org website.

Pledge winners will be chosen at 
random, with one winner announced 
weekly. Weekly pledge winners will 
receive gift cards to Ace Hardware, 
BART, Jamba Juice, Peets, REI or 
Whole Foods.    

In addition, the Stop Waste at 
Work Contest Prize Crew will travel 
to randomly selected businesses 
throughout Alameda County to sort 
through their garbage and reward 
those who are doing an exceptional 
job of recycling. Those businesses 
deemed to be accurately separating 
their recyclables; food waste and 
other compostables (where service is 
available) are eligible to receive an 
office pizza party, valued at $100. One 
winning business will be announced 
per week.  

The Stop Waste at Work Contest 
is an extension of StopWaste.Org’s 
annual residential Ready Set Recycle 
Contest that launched last spring. In-
spired by the success and enthusiasm 
surrounding Ready Set Recycle Stop 
Waste at Work offers individuals the 
opportunity to continue their efforts 
in the workplace. 

To learn more about the con-
test and to make an online pledge 
to reduce waste by recycling and 
composting at work, visit www.
StopWasteatWork.org.

Costume Drive
Bob and Deb Cilk of Northern 

California Brokers are conducting 
their 12th Annual Halloween Cos-
tume Drive to benefit  young people 
in need here in Alameda County.  
Donations of new and “gently used” 
used costumes and accessories can be 
dropped of at their office at 349 Main 
Street, Suite 202 (just above Tully’s) 
in downtown Pleasanton during busi-
ness hours through October 25th.  

The Cilks say thanks in advance 
for making the day of some grate-
ful young ghouls and princesses. 
For more information please call 
925.487.8735. 

  

Problems sleeping may seem 
minor to most people. However, 
studies have shown that some 
sleep disorders such as sleep ap-
nea can lead to serious conditions 
such as high blood pressure, dia-
betes, heart disease and stroke. To 
meet this health challenge Valley-
Care Health System has opened a 
Sleep Disorders Clinic at Valley 
Memorial Center in Livermore 
offering diagnosis, care and treat-
ment for sleep apnea, insomnia, 
narcolepsy, shift-work related 
sleep problems and restless leg 
syndrome.

“Over the last decade we have 
recognized that sleep apnea and 
sleep disorders are major health 
issues,” said Chirag Pandya, MD, 
the clinic’s medical director, and 
a ValleyCare Medical Foundation 

pulmonary and sleep disorders 
specialist with sub-specialty 
training in sleep medicine at 
Stanford University. ”There is a 
definite need to treat sleep disor-
ders in the Tri-Valley.”

Part of the clinic’s comprehen-
sive diagnosis process includes a 
sleep study which Dr. Pandya de-
scribes as “like spending a night 
at a hotel room.”  The patient 
arrives at 9 p.m. and makes him/
herself comfortable in a bedroom 
setting with amenities including 
television and wi-fi. The patient 
spends one or two nights sleep-
ing in a regular bed. Sensors are 
attached to the skin to monitor 
brain waves, breathing patterns, 
oxygen levels, heart rhythm, arm 
and leg movement and snoring.  
Home sleep studies are possible 

for some patients who have no 
other medical issues, and who 
meet certain criteria.

Obstructive sleep apnea (the 
most common form) occurs when 
throat muscles relax repeatedly 
during sleep and block the air-
way. The most prominent sign of 
sleep apnea is snoring, but other 
symptoms are: frequent breath 
stoppage, choking and gasping 
during sleep; frequently waking 
up at night; daytime tiredness; 
morning headaches, and in-
creased risk of accidents. Up to 
200,000 automobile accidents are 
related to untreated sleep apnea 
every year.

Once sleep apnea has been 
diagnosed, the major treatments 
are:  1) CPAP therapy – wear-

ing a mask at night that uses 
compressed air to gently keep 
the airway opened, 2) oral ap-
pliances similar to mouth or bite 
guards and 3) surgery.  Treatment 
is based on the degree of sleep 
apnea, often in collaboration with 
related specialists.

Sleep problems are not rare 
— 1 in 6 men and 1 in 10-15 
women will have some degree of 
sleep apnea or disordered sleep 
in their lifetime.  Risk factors 
include people who are: over-
weight, post-menopausal, older, 
have large necks, smoke, or have 
a family history of sleep apnea. 

For more information about 
the Sleep Disorders Clinic, call 
Dr. Pandya’s Medical Foundation 
office at (925) 454-4280.

Sleep Disorder Center Opened at Valley Memorial  
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456185
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Western Valve & 
Fitting, Inc., 4355 Technology 
Drive, Suite G, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Western Valve & Fitting, Inc., 
4355 Technology Drive, Suite 
G, Livermore, CA  94551  
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on June 25, 2006.

Signature of Registrants:
/s/: John Kolokousis, C.E.O.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 15, 2011. Ex-
pires September 15, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3076. Published October 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456562
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Nor Cal Event 
Staffing, 1192 Portola Mead-
ows #168, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
(1)Michael Gaisor, 1192 
Portola Meadows #168,  
Livermore, CA  94551  (2) 
Aubrey Ramirez, 1192 Portola 
Meadows #168, Livermore, 
CA 94551

This business is conducted by 
a General partnership
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Michael Gaisor, CEO/
General Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 27, 2011. Ex-
pires September 27, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3077. Published October 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456502
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Classy K-9 
Pet Salon, 53 Wright Broth-
ers, Suite E, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered by 

the following owner(s):
Roberta Elliott, 622 Placer Ct, 
Livermore, CA  94551  
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Roberta Elliott
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 26, 2011. Ex-
pires September 26, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3081. Published October 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456578
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Rent-A-Grand-
Daughter, 1269 Murdell Lane, 

Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Feather Rae Latimer, 1269 
Murdell Lane, Livermore, 
CA  94550  
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Feather Rae Latimer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 27, 2011. Ex-
pires September 27, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3082. Published October 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456384

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Black Kross 
by Sabe, 1752 Sterling Ct., 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Sylvia A Vonder Haar, 1752 
Sterling Ct., Livermore, CA  
94550  
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 8/16/2011.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Sylvia A Vonder Haar
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 21, 2011. Ex-
pires September 21, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3083. Published October 6, 
13, 20, 27, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456611-456615
The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1) Charles R 
Vineyards, (2) Charles R Win-
ery, (3) Charles R Estate, (4) 
Charles R Cellar, (5) Charles 
R Vintners, 8195 Crane Ridge 
Rd., Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Quail Nest, LLC, 8100 Crane 
Ridge Rd., Livermore, CA  
94550  
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 9/26/2006.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Bonnie Bartlett, Member
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 27, 2011. Ex-
pires September 27, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3084. Published October 13, 
20, 27, November 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456675
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Benko Insur-
ance Agency, 1560 Holmes 
St. Bldg. D, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
(1) Joseph E. Benko (2) H. 
Amelia Benko, 2268 Fifth 
S t ree t ,  L i ve rmore ,  CA  
94550  
This business is conducted by 
a Husband and wife
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 

above on 5/15/1985.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Joseph Benko
      H. Amelia Benko
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 29, 2011. Ex-
pires September 29, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3085. Published October 13, 
20, 27, November 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456735
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Birdies, 
828 Placenza Street, Liver-
more, CA  94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Tracy Ann Hutchison, 828 
Placenza St, Livermore, CA  
94551  
This business is conducted by 

BART district 5, which in-
cludes Livermore, Pleasanton 
and Dublin, will have to shed 
41,000 residents under redis-
tricting.

BART held a session in Liver-
more last Thursday to hear ideas 
on what the new district might 
look like. 

The consensus was to include 
all of Danville in the district. Cur-
rently only half of the town is in 
District 5. The boundary would 
then be moved to eliminate south 
Hayward. Sunol would be moved 
to another district. Castro Valley, 
where District 5 Board member 
John McPartland lives, would 
stay in the district.

Leading the discussion was 
Sandi Polka of Sandi Polka 
Consulting. She noted that there 
are nine districts in BART. The 
redistricting effort includes the 
following guidelines:

• The geographic configura-
tion must be such that another 
district's boundaries would not 
have to be crossed to reach an-
other area of a given district.

• All parts of district must be 
connected.

• An attempt should be made 
to minimize splitting cities and 

Campaign signs have been 
both vandalized and removed at 
various locations in Livermore.

While all of the candidates re-
port having their signs tampered 
with, several report repeated 
problems.

Stewart Gary, who is running 
for council, says that 25 percent 
of his signs have been removed 
and replaced with two to four 
slate signs from his opponents, 
Hickman, Turner and Burger.

Another council candidate, 
Marshall Kamena, owns prop-
erty at the corner of Holmes 
and Murrieta. Signs supporting 
his candidacy and that of Gary 
and John Marchand have been 
removed and replaced with signs 
supporting the Hickman, Turner 
and Burger slate signs.

Kamena called it part of doing 
business as a candidate. It hap-
pens every election.

Mayoral candidate Barbara 
Hickman said that her signs have 
been relocated or trashed. 

Council candidate Bobby 
Burger said when his signs have 
disappeared, the signs for all 
candidates were taken at the same 
time. One such location where 
such an incident occurred was  
at the corner of Las Positas Blvd. 
and North Livermore.

Candidates have been helpful 
in alerting each other to prob-
lems.

All of the signs on the corner 
of Patterson Pass and North 
Mines Road were vandalized. 
Burger sent out a notice to other 
candidates that they should check 
their signs, which contained graf-
fiti, "that children should not have 
to read."

Hickman sent a notice to Gary 
saying that she had received a 
phone call saying that a man was 
taking down Gary's signs and 
putting up hers. She said that she 
would let her "sign people know 
that we don't do that."   In a press 
release, Hickman wrote, "I know 
that some members of the public 
might think of it as fun or help-
ful to remove or damage signs." 
However, she does not.

According to police dispatch-
ers there have been no complaints 
filed concerning stolen signs. The 
police were called about the signs 
painted over with graffitti.

Taking or defacing campaign 
signs is a crime. The fine and or 
jail time would be determined by 
a judge if there were a prosecu-
tion. If the value of the signs were 
over $400, the crime would be 
considered a felony; under $400 
a misdemeanor.

According to city rules regard-
ing campaign signs, signs  found 
to be in violation of the Liver-
more Development Code may be 
removed and/or discarded. City 
staff will make every attempt to 
notify campaigns of improperly 
placed signs. Campaigns or prop-
erty owners will have 24 hours 
to correct the signs. A citation 
may be issued to a campaign or 
property owner for improperly 
placed signs on private or public 
property. 

Complaints concerning any 
sign violation can be made by 
calling (925) 960-4444, or on the 
city's website at www.cityofliver-
more.net. Leave the following 
information: address or location 
of violation, and  name, address 
and phone number 

well defined neighborhoods.
• There should be respect for 

communities of interest. 
• The core of prior districts 

should be preserved.
Polka told those attending the 

meeting that BART would start 
drawing options for redistricting 
this week. Two or three would be 
presented based on input taken at 
meetings throughout the BART 
area.

The proposals will be placed 
on line. The public can comment 
on the new maps. The BART 
board will make the final deci-
sion.  A tentative date for the first 
BART hearing before the board 
is Nov. 17.

If there were no decision on 
redistricting by Dec. 13, all of 
the directors would have to run 
at-large in the next election.

McPartland commented, "I 
pretty much agree with com-
ments I've heard. The district 
would lose its western edge and 
retain the Tri-Valley area. Those 
are the areas that care passion-
ately about BART to Livermore. I 
would like to maintain that focus 
in the future."

The options for redistricting 
will be available at www.bart.
gov

BART Redistricting 
Is Now Underway 

Illegal to Remove 
Campaign Signs

(continued from page 4)

avoid the situation was obviously 
missing. The other possibility is 
that it was event sanctioned, they 
had preference and the ten flights 
were just a promotional/advertis-
ing ploy. I would like to think 
that's not the reality. Either way, 
promoters have something to be 
ashamed of.

Marchand for Mayor
Barbara Stear
Founding Member/ Friends of 
the Vineyards

I shall be casting my vote in 
the upcoming election for John 
Marchand for Mayor.  My reason 
is simple.  I am so proud of our 
South Livermore vineyards and 
wineries!  What a wonderful 
place to live and raise our fami-
lies.  We have over 15,000 acres 
of protected vineyard lands and 
open space in South Livermore.  
One of the people who made this 
possible was John Marchand.  He 
worked closely with Friends of 
the Vineyards as we fought many 
battles for vineyard preservation.  
John is an experienced and caring 
leader.  He deserves your vote.  
He has mine!

Wishful Thinking
Len Alexander
Livermore

It’s amazing to watch this 
year’s Livermore election circus 
unfold as the town’s two political 
action groups, Friends of Liver-
more and Keep BART on I-580 
throw accusations back and forth 
about the urban growth boundary, 
BART, the regional theater, and 
whether our current elected of-
ficials are sufficiently deferential  
to the voters.   If the upcoming 
election weren’t so important, it 
would almost be comical.  

In my view, what’s at stake 
here is nothing less than Liver-
more’s future as a viable, self-
sustaining community.  

Three candidates, Marchand, 
Kamena and Gary offer experi-
ence, vision and the belief that 
moving forward requires taking 
calculated risks that bring quan-
tifiable rewards.  The other three 
candidates, Hickman, Burger and 
Turner, with little governing ex-
perience between them, seem to 
be focused on leading Livermore 
back to the past under the banner 
of “maintaining our small town 
ambiance” and proudly tell us of 
all the things they stand against.  

After living in seven different 
cities, it’s my observation that 
successful communities and their 
elected officials actively engage 
in planning for and managing the 
future, sometimes with little pub-
lic understanding of or apprecia-
tion for what is required to do so.  
Those that simply seek to main-
tain the status quo or dwell in 
the past quickly find themselves 
left behind.  In today’s compli-
cated and difficult economic 
and political climate, where 
every community competes for 
adequate resources to grow and 
prosper, I prefer demonstrated 
experience over wistful longings 

for a previous time.   Livermore 
has accomplished quite a bit in 
the past 8 years, but there’s much 
that remains to be done.

Own Decisions
Patty Robins
Livermore

I appreciate The Independent 
allowing more lengthy letters 
to Editor, especially during the 
election period. In these lengthier 
and loudly opinionated views 
and directives we can learn more 
about who NOT to vote for than 
whom to vote for. The negative 
vibe and testy “information” 
from Ms. Sailors recent discourse 
reminds me I will do a fine job of 
making my own decisions based 
on personal research, experiences 
and findings and not just auto-
matically follow the directives 
of HER chosen team.

Corrections Questioned
Roger Lake
Livermore

I was astounded to see the 
disrespect given to John Stein by 
your publication in the October 6 
issue. Your actions of publishing 
unattributed "corrections" to his 
letter was not ethical. If you did 
not agree, that is what your edi-
torial box is for. This looked like 
something out of grade school. 
By not stating the author, you 
compounded the problem.

Given the smoke and mirrors 
and ever-changing facts stated, it 
has the smell of the usual LVPAC 
"infomericials" that we have all 
become used to. You should be 
ashamed of yourself.

In days past your publication 
honored all sides of the issues, 
but it looks a if those days are 
past and you might want to 
change the name. The Indepen-
dent doesn't fit anymore. John 
deserves an apology.

Confusing Signs
Harriet Cole
Livermore

I have noticed a definite pat-
tern of removal of John Marchand 
for Mayor signs accompanied by 
the simultaneous appearance of 
Hickman for Mayor/Keep Bart 
on 580 signs on the same spot. 
This seems to be happening all 
over town.  

Livermore has a history of 
vigorous but fair and accurate 
campaigning. We should all work 
to keep it that way.  

Since the present Council has 
already voted to keep Bart on 
580, the Hickman sign seems 
confused if not misleading.

Disappointed
Clark Streeter
Livermore

I was very disappointed to 
read the several letters last week 
attacking the Seppalas and The 
Independent’s coverage of this 
year’s election campaign.  Joan 
and Lynn Seppala have made no 
secret of their vision for Liver-
more as a successful and vibrant 
community.  While anyone can 
freely disagree with aspects of 

the Seppala’s dream, to suggest 
that there is something hidden is 
truly amazing.  Over the years, 
the Seppalas have made notewor-
thy contributions, in both time 
and money, to most, if not all, of 
the Valley’s many non-profit arts, 
educational and social service 
organizations.  Those donations 
came with no strings attached and 
demonstrate that they choose to 
act on their beliefs rather than 
depending on others to do so. 

Linda Jeffrey Sailors, the 
former Mayor of Dublin accuses 
Joan Seppala of manipulating the 
current City Council to support 
her goal of a regional perform-
ing arts theater as the centerpiece 
and economic driver of a new 
and enhanced downtown.  What, 
one might ask, did Seppala per-
sonally gain from the Council’s 
decision to support the theater?  
The simple answer is NOTH-
ING! ZERO! ZILCH! – either for 
herself or for The Independent.  
Instead, as president and chief 
fund-raiser for LVPAC, the not-
for-profit performing arts center 
that currently operates the Bank-
head Theater and will build and 
operate the larger theater, Sep-
pala now has the responsibility of 
raising the private funds needed 
to provide the early dollars to 
complement the redevelopment 
agency’s tax increment sources.  
She has already brought almost 
$12 million in commitments 
before the capital campaign 
has begun.  For most of us, this 
“opportunity” would be one 
we’d surely decline as rapidly as 
possible.  For the Joan Seppala I 
know, it’s a welcome assignment 
to ensure that the Livermore she 
and her husband love has a strong 
and viable future.

Stu Gary for Council
Terry Givens
Livermore

As a lifelong resident of the 
City of Livermore, I am writ-
ing in support of Stu Gary for 
City Council.  It is vital that we 
elect a person who is dedicated 
to public safety and services. 
He is dedicated to restoring the 
public’s trust in local govern-
ment.  Stu’s experience working 
with both large and small agen-
cies throughout California will be 
vital to Livermore as we struggle 
with these economic times.

His experience has shown him 
that “communities dependent on 
one principal economy cannot 
provide needed services, desired 
amenities or remain attractive to 
employers."  How true is this? 
Livermore, can no longer afford 
to draw a line in the sand when 
it comes to new businesses.  The 
City of Livermore needs to con-
tinue to become more business 
friendly.  It’s critical that we get 
our local economy moving again 
by working with businesses that 
will provide people both young 
and old with good jobs with com-
petitive wages and benefits.

As chief of the Livermore Fire 
Department he oversaw the con-
solidation with Pleasanton Fire 

Department.  He saw the need to 
reduce costs and at the same time 
increase services to both cities.  
Combining two departments is 
not easy, not only did he deal with 
two City Councils he dealt with 
two Firefighter Associations.  Stu 
was able to resolve the issues and 
was rewarded for his efforts by 
being accepted as an honorary 
firefighter by the International 
Association of Fire Fighters.  He 
has brought these same ideals and 
drive to the Livermore School 
Board, where he has already 
earned the respect and admira-
tion of both the teachers and the 
administration.

Stu Gary represents your 
future and needs your vote.  For 
more information about Stu Gary 
and his views go to the "stugary-
forcouncil2011" website.  I chal-
lenge the citizens of this City 
and more importantly the young 
voters to get out and vote in this 
coming election.   

Vote for Experience
H e r b e r t  a n d  M a d e l i n e 
Newkirk
Livermore

Recently, our City Manager, 
Linda Barton, gave an excellent 
and informative report to the city 
council on the successes and ac-
complishments of the present city 
council members. All members 
are to be congratulated for their 
hard work on our behalf.

What our city manager out-
lined was the whole range of 
present and complex business 
and legal issues council mem-
bers have to deal with during 
their terms in office, using their 
background experience and 
knowledge, while simultaneously 
moving our great quality of life 
forward in Livermore with short 
and long term programs. This is 
no time for apprentices to spend 
the next years learning the job.

We are urging Livermore citi-
zens to vote experience: Kamena, 
Gary, Marchand.

Better Place to Live
Jean King
Livermore

Livermore is a better place 
to live because of the individu-
als and organizations who have 
worked to make it a great place. 

For example, the Livermore-
Amador Symphony, Valley 
Dance Theatre and Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center 
provide wonderful cultural ex-
periences.

Open Heart Kitchen, Tri Val-
ley Haven and Shepherds Gate 
help those who need it.

Livermore Valley Education 
Fund, Student Education Loan 
Fund and Las Positas College 
Foundation increase the educa-
tional opportunities.

Friends of Livermore, Friends 
of the Vineyards and Tri Valley 
Conservancy work to save agri-
cultural lands and open space.

They deserve my financial 
support and I have served on 
many of the boards.I also support 
our elected officials who have 

brought a revitalized downtown, 
balanced budgets and protected 
our open space and quality of 
life.

I support John Marchand for 
mayor and Stu Gary and Marshall 
Kamena for city council.

BART on 580 a Non-Issue
Linda Milanese 
Livermore

Why is “Keep BART on 580” 
boldly printed on election signs 
around Livermore? It’s a non-
issue.

It’s already been decided—our 
City Council agreed to support 
bringing BART to Livermore 
along 580 months ago.

Why do the signs imply that 
the issue still exists?

If you examine the signs 

carefully, you can see the word 
“supports” in miniscule font be-
tween  “Keep BART on 580” and 
the names of 3 candidates—i.e., 
the organization  named “Keep 
BART on 580” supports  the 
3 candidates.  But you really 
have to get up close to figure 
that out.

So why is the BART thing 
still featured so prominently on 
those signs? To confuse voters 
into voting for their candidates, 
of course. To make voters believe 
they’re voting for BART.

Don’t be confused.
Join me instead in voting for 

candidates John Marchand, Stu 
Gary, and Marshall Kamena. 
They are honest and experienced 
public servants who, by the way, 
all support bringing BART to 
Livermore along 580.

It may be more difficult for 
obese people to lose fat because 
the “turnover” rate is much 
slower for those overweight than 
average weight individuals.

New research in the Sept. 
25 online edition of the journal 
Nature shows that the turnover 
(storage and loss rate) of fat in 
the human body is about 1 ½ 
years compared to fat cells, which 
turnover about every 10 years, 
according to Bruce Buchholz of 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory and one of the authors 
of the report.

The new study found that fat, 
on average, is replaced six times 
during the life span of the 10-
year fat cell, enabling a dynamic 
regulation of fat storage and 
movement over time.

“We found that a combina-
tion of high storage and low fat 
removal rates, as in obesity, fa-

cilitates fat accumulation within 
fatty tissue,” Buchholz said. 
“This promotes the development 
or maintenance of excess body 
fat mass.”

While the turnover rate of 
fat is on average 1 ½ years for 
normal weight people, the news 
is worse for the obese -- the 
fat removal rate from fat tissue 
decreases and the amount of fat 
stored each year increases. In 
contrast, fat storage and removal 
rates balance in non-obese people 
for no net increase in fat.

“There is a slower output of 
fat in obese people in this study,” 
Buchholz said. “The fat is on 
average 2 years old compared to 
1 ½ years.”

The team, which included 
researchers from Karolinska 
University Hospital, University 
of Lyon, Uppsala University, 
University of Vienna, RIKEN 

Yokohama Institute, Technische 
Universität Munich, Churchill 
Hospital and the Karolinska In-
stitute, applied carbon dating to 
fat content found within subcu-
taneous adipose tissue, the major 
fat depot for humans.

Carbon dating is typically 
used in archaeology and paleon-
tology to date the age of artifacts. 
However, in this application, 
the scientists used the pulse of 
radiocarbon to analyze the age 
of fat and how fast it turns over 
in humans.

Radiocarbon or carbon-14 is 
naturally produced by cosmic 
ray interactions with air and 
is present at low levels in the 
atmosphere and food. Its con-
centration remained relatively 
constant during the past 4,000 
years, but atmospheric testing 
of nuclear weapons from 1950-
1963 produced a global pulse in 

the amount of radiocarbon in the 
atmosphere, Buchholz said.

Since the nuclear test ban 
treaty, the amount of carbon 14 
in the atmosphere has decreased 
significantly. The carbon 14 dif-
fuses out of the atmosphere and 
oxidizes to form carbon dioxide, 
which is taken up by plants. Since 
we eat plants or animals that live 
off of plants, the carbon 14 con-
tent in the atmosphere is directly 
mirrored in the human body.

Earlier research by Buchholz 
and colleagues at the Karolinska 
Institute showed that the number 
of fat cells in a human’s body, 
whether lean or obese, is estab-
lished during the teenage years. 
Changes in fat mass in adult-
hood can be attributed mainly to 
changes in fat cell volume, not 
an increase in the actual number 
of fat cells.

Fat Turnover Slower in Overweight People
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an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 9/30/11.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Tracy Ann Hutchison
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 30, 2011. Ex-
pires September 30, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3087. Published October 13, 
20, 27, November 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456866
The following person(s) doing 
business as: At Your Service 
Personal Assistant, 1135 
Blanc Ct, Pleasanton, CA  
94566, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Elizabeth Venema, 1135 
Blanc Ct, Pleasanton, CA  
94566  
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s / :  E l izabeth Venema, 
Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 4, 2011. Expires 
October 4, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3088. Published October 13, 
20, 27, November 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 456706-707

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1) The Home 
Source Company, Inc., (2) 
dba Bay Home & Window, 
40 California Ave-Ste. H, 
Pleasanton, CA  94566, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
The Home Source Company, 
Inc, 40 California Ave-Ste. H, 
Pleasanton, CA  94566  
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 5/2/1994.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Jeff Falcon, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 29, 2011. Ex-
pires September 29, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3089. Published October 13, 
20, 27, November 3, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456731
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Sunset West 
Realty, 690 South  K  St., 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Gregory Peter Lanet, 690 
South  K  St., Livermore, 
CA  94550  
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Gregory P. Lanet, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 30, 2011. Ex-
pires September 30, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3090. Published October 13, 
20, 27, November 3, 2011.

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed bids will be accepted 
in the office of the Alameda 
County Behavioral Health 
Care Services, 2000 Em-
barcadero Cove, Suite 400, 
Oakland, CA INFORMA-
TIONAL MEETING/ BID-
DERS’ CONFERENCE – S. 
COUNTY RFP #BHCS 12-
03, Alcohol and Other Drug 
(AOD) Primary Prevention 
Services, Thursday, Octo-
ber 27, 2011 at 9:00 AM, 
39155 Liberty Street, Suite 
H800 Pacific Room in Build-
ing EFGH, Fremont, CA IN-
FORMATIONAL MEETING/ 
BIDDERS’ CONFERENCE 
– N. COUNTY RFP #BHCS 
12-03, Alcohol and Other 
Drug (AOD) Primary Pre-
vention Services, Thursday, 
October 27, 2011 at 3:00 PM, 
Alameda County Behavioral 
Health Care Services, 2000 
Embarcadero Cove, 5th Floor 
Alameda Room, Oakland, 
CA Responses Due by 2:00 
pm on December 2, 2011 
County Contact: Gilda Man-
sour (510) 567-8189 or via 
email: gmansour@acbhcs.
org Attendance at the confer-
ence meetings is not required. 
The RFP is available via the 
GSA website— www.acgov.
org under Current Contracting 
Opportunities
10/20/11
CNS-2189470#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3092

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 900, 
Oakland, CA 94612 MAN-
DATORY PRE-SUBMITTAL 
CONFERENCE - N. County
Project #5155, Request for 
Prequalification Submittals 
from Design-Build Entities 
for the County of Alameda 
East County Hall of Justice 
Project, Monday, October 
24, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. – Al-
ameda County Conference 
Center, 125 Oak St., 4th Floor, 
Hayward – Union City confer-
ence room, Oakland, CA 
NON-MANDATORY NET-
WORKING/PROPOSERS 
CONFERENCE – N. County
Project #5155, Request for 
Prequalification Submittals 
from Design-Build Entities for 
the County of Alameda East 
County Hall of Justice Project, 
Tuesday, October 25, 2011 at 
9:00 a.m. – Alameda County 
Offices, 1401 Lakeside Drive, 
Conference Room 201, Oak-

land, CA Attendance at the 
Mandatory Pre-Submittal 
Conference is required Re-
sponses Due by 2:00 pm on 
November 14, 2011 County 
Contact : David Savellano at 
(510) 208-9695 or via email: 
David.Savellano@acgov.
org Information regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org. 
10/20/11
CNS-2190024#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3093

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 366390-392

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
(1)Livermore Lincoln Mer-
cury (2)Livermore Chrysler 
Jeep (3)Livermore Ford, 2266 
Kitty Hawk Rd, Livermore, 
CA 94551.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on July 13, 2005 in 
the County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Livermore Auto Group Inc, 
2266 Kitty Hawk Rd, Liver-
more, CA 94551
This business was conducted 
by: Livermore Auto Group 
Inc
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Margaret Fulton, Sec-
retary
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 12, 2011. Expires 
October 12, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3094. Published October 20, 
27, November 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 457154
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Livermore 
Lincoln, 2232 Kitty Hawk 
Rd, Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Livermore Auto Group Inc, 
2266 Kitty Hawk Rd, Liver-
more, CA  94551 
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Jay Gill, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 12, 2011. Expires 
October 12, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3095. Published October 20, 
27, November 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 457155
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Ford 
Lincoln, 2266 Kitty Hawk 
Rd, Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Livermore Auto Group Inc, 
2266 Kitty Hawk Rd, Liver-
more, CA  94551 
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 7/13/2005.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Jay Gill, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 12, 2011. Expires 
October 12, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3096. Published October 20, 
27, November 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 457064
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Altamont Beer 
Works LLC, 2402 Research 
Dr, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Altamont Beer Works LLC, 
2402 Research Dr, Livermore, 
CA  94550 
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Stephen Sartori, Owner/
President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 10, 2011. Expires 
October 10, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3097. Published October 20, 
27, November 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456790
The following person(s) doing 
business as: ServiceMaster-
CleanCare, 1001 Shannon 
Ct., Ste. C, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Kneizeh Ventures, Inc., 1001 
Shannon Ct., Ste. C, Liver-
more, CA  94550 
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 5/15/2005.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Lynn Kneizeh, Secretary 
of Corporation (Officer)
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 3, 2011. Expires 
October 3, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3098. Published October 20, 
27, November 3, 10, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 456836
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: SerdaFied 
Mechanics, 630 N. Livermore 
Ave., Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Brian Serda, 630 N. Liver-
more Ave., Livermore, CA  
94551

This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Brian Serda, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 4, 2011. Expires 
October 4, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3099. Published October 20, 
27, November 3, 10, 2011.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

AAdopt a new best friend:
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days. Saturdays from  9:30 
am to 1:00 pm, dogs and cats 
are available atthe Pleasan-
ton Farmers Market at W. 
Angela and First Streets. 
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dub-
lin noon to 4 and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
1 to 4. Sundays, cats are at 
Petsmart in Dublin 1 to 4, and 
PetCo in San Ramon 11 to 3.    
TVAR at  (925) 803-7043  
website at www.tvar.org

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED

We are seeking part-
t ime  workers for the 
post of  BOOKKEEPER, 
PAYROLL/PAY RE-
CEIVER .  App l i can ts 
m u s t  b e  c o m p u t e r  
literate with access to  
the Internet. Contact ko-
rey001@gmail.com

56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors
Wanted,  Senior  Home 
Health Care. Must have ex-
perience. Senior Solutions, 
Inc 925-443-310160) BUSI-
NESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE  (1) Entertain-
ment Center  (60” x 60”) 
@ $50 or Best Offer  (2) 
Computer Work Station  
(43” x 53”) & Cabinet (20” x 
29”) to hold printer, both @ 
$35 or Best Offer  (3)Futon 
Mattress & Frame @ $35 
or Best Offer.   Please 
contact (925)352-4112  
MLane35114@aol.com

FOR SALE  2008 Honda 
CBR600RR Motorcycle 
@  $2000.  Please contact 
(925)240-7776 or james-
johntz@gmail.com

115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

118) FREE SECTION

CLEAN FILL DIRT  2 1/2 
cubic yards. You load and 
you haul. Livermore back 

yard. Accessible to pick-up 
or small bobcat. Call 

(925)447-4841.

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS:
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED
AD
call  925-243-8000 

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley Publishing 

Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

Short Sale Tips 
for Sellers

By Cher Wollard
Of the 226 Livermore homes listed for sale on the Multiple List-

ing Service this week, 63 – or less than 25 percent – are short sales. 
That’s down from about 30 percent earlier this year.  The change 
may be less a reflection of fewer pre-foreclosure homes going on 
the market and more a result of faster approvals by lenders, which 
is helping to clear inventory.

Lenders are agreeing to more short sale transactions, and short 
sales are taking less time to sell, according to a to a recent U.S. Fore-
closure Market Report by RealtyTrac, the leading online marketplace 
of foreclosure properties .

“This is a glimmer of hope that lenders are getting more realistic,” 
said Rick Sharga, senior vice president of RealtyTrac told Bloomberg 
News. “It’s a win for borrowers who avoid foreclosure, buyers who 
get a house in better condition and banks that lose less money, which 
is also a win for taxpayers.”

Short sales occur when a property is sold for less than is owned 
on it. If the short fall is modest and the sellers have resources, they 
may simply make up the difference to the lender. In those cases, the 
transaction proceeds like a normal sale.

But if the sellers are unable to make up the short fall, they may 
appeal to the lender to accept a lesser amount and sell the property 
in a short sale.

Short sales usually take much longer to close than normal transac-
tions, because buyers and sellers are on hold until the lender decides 
whether or not to agree to the price and terms offered, or even whether 
to approve a short sale at all.

The advantage to the property owners is that selling the property in 
a short sale will do less damage to their credit than a foreclosure.

The disadvantages are the longer timeframes and the possibil-
ity that, in certain cases, the lender can continue to hold the seller 
responsible for some or all of the deficiency. There may also be tax 
consequences.

Legislation signed into law earlier this year prohibits lenders 
who approve short sales from seeking deficiency judgments against 
homeowners in California. That means in most circumstances, if a 
short sale is approved by the lender, the seller will not later be held 
liable for the short fall. 

Current state and federal regulations also waive tax penalties in 
most cases. Those waivers are set to expire at the end of 2012.

The benefit for buyers is that, as with bank-owned properties, 
properties sold as short sales are generally less expensive. Nation-
ally, distressed properties sell for 21 percent less than those sold in 
“straight sales.”

In many cases, short sales are in better condition than foreclo-
sures.     

The National Association of Realtors offers seven tips for sellers 
navigating the short-sale process:

1. Know who you owe
Short sales require approval from anyone who holds mortgages 

or liens against your home. Mortgages, home equity lines, liens 
placed by contractors or homeowners’ associations must all be taken 
into account.

Make a list of everyone with a claim on your property. Find out 
what documentation they require.

2. Pick your short sale team
It takes a team to get through a successful short sale transac-

tion.
Start by signing on with a trusted local Realtor. Make sure he or 

she understands the complexities of the short sale process. 
You will also need a real estate attorney and a tax accountant. If 

you do not know anyone, your Realtor can likely refer you to profes-
sionals they have worked with in the past.  

3. Get your documents ready
Lenders generally will need a financial statement, copies of your 

federal tax returns for the past two years, and recent pay stubs, as 
well as a “hardship letter,” explaining why you need to do a short 
sale. They will also need a copy of the listing agreement with your 
Realtor.

Most Realtors who work with short sales can help their clients put 
together a “short sale package” and submit it to the primary lender. 
Your Realtor should also follow up with the lender or lenders on a 
regular basis. 

Most lenders assign short sales to an internal “short sale negotia-
tor.” This person will be the liaison between the investors who hold 
the mortgage and you or your Realtor. He or she may also handle 
negotiations with holders of secondary liens.

 4. Expect delays
Despite a rule saying banks participating in the federal govern-

ment’s Making Home Affordable loan modification program must 
respond to short-sale offers within 10 days, it may take weeks or 
months for your lender to decide whether to allow you to sell your 
home in a short sale—and even longer if you must negotiate with 
more than one lender or lienholder.

Lenders don’t have to agree to your proposed short sale. They 
can reject the terms or make a counteroffer, which can create further 
delays.

5. Anticipate demands
Lenders may agree to accept your short-sale request only if you 

meet certain demands. They may require you to contribute funds to 
the sale, for example, or ask you to sign a promissory note agreeing 
to pay outstanding amounts after the sale is complete.

Discuss with your short-sale team how you should respond to 
any demands.

As of July of this year, lenders generally cannot hold California 
homeowners liable for outstanding balances after a short sale. But 
some will try.

Furthermore, the new law may not apply in every situation.
If the lender says it will forgive any losses on the sale of your 

home, get that promise in writing, preferably as part of the short 
sale approval letter.

6. Know the tax implications
 Any unpaid amount of your mortgage “forgiven” by your lender 

through a short sale may be considered income to you under federal 
tax rules.

While the federal Mortgage Forgiveness Debt Relief Act and Debt 
Cancellation Act, as well as similar state legislation, waives tax li-
ability on most debt forgiven by lienholders, there are exceptions. 

The maximum amount you can treat as qualified principal resi-
dence indebtedness is $1 million for a single person or for married 
people filing separately, or $2 million for a couple at the time the 
loan was forgiven. 

Ask your attorney or accountant whether you qualify to exclude 
that amount as income on your tax returns.  Also ask if you’ll be 
required to report amounts forgiven by other lienholders.

7. Consider how the short sale will affect your credit 
Having a portion of your debt forgiven may negatively affect your 

credit score, but a short sale typically damages your score less than 
a foreclosure or bankruptcy.

For more consumer information from NAR, check out http://buy-
andsell.houselogic.com, or consult your local Realtor.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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Twenty eighth-grade student ambassadors, chaperones, a board member and a student 
representative will board a flight to Tokyo this week beginning a 9-day adventure with Livermore's 
sister city hosts in Yotsukaido.  They gathered for a group photo before leaving.

The Livermore Yotsukiado 
Sister City Organization (LY-
SCO) is making its annual trip 
to Japan this October. The group 
consists of 20 Livermore eighth 
grade students, four parent chap-
erones, LYSCO student represen-
tative Trevor Malone, and current 
LYSCO President Keith Jess. 

Sponsored by the City of 
Livermore, LYSCO serves to 
foster better understanding and 
cultural exchanges with our sister 
city, Yotsukaido. The organiza-
tion was formed in 1977, and 
the exchange program started 
in 2001. The yearly exchange 
was recently started, rather than 
every other year. Middle school 
students in Livermore are invited 
to apply for the program in early 
spring. A rigorous application and 
interview process selects those 
youth eager to represent Liver-
more in a positive image while 
learning a new culture.

Youth from Livermore are 
paired up, and stay with a fam-
ily in Yotsukaido with children 
their own age. While in Japan, 
the Livermore students attend 
school in with their host family’s 
youth. This affords the oppor-
tunity to compare schools and 
cultures, while realizing their 
similarities. Although most of 
the Japanese youth are learning 
English, and Livermore youth 
learn key words in Japanese to 
help them communicate, they 
both use a lot of dictionaries and 
miming. They quickly learn, 
though, that language differences 
are no barrier. They form bonds 
that often last a lifetime. Mayor 
Marshall Kamena has been a big 
supporter of the program. “The 
LYSCO program has fostered 
world peace at its best level, 
the local one.  From person to 
person contact our students have 
melted away the differences that 

have separated us.  How does 
one not have peace when we are 
friends?” he states.

Yotsukaido is about one hour 
from Tokyo, near Narita airport. 
It is a city of similar population 
and socio-economic circum-
stances to those of Livermore. 
There will be plenty of time for 
sightseeing and learning about 
the region. While the youth are 
at school, the adult chaperones 
spend time with Yotsukaido’s 
representatives, visiting shrines, 
touring the city, and sharing cul-
tures. LYSCO President Keith 
Jess is excited about the trip. “I 
started as a chaperone when my 
daughter went in 2007 and have 
been involved ever since. I really 
enjoy meeting the students and 
their families. My family has 
made some very good friends 
in Japan, and we look forward 
to fostering those friendships,” 
said Jess.

The student and adult rep-
resentatives from Yotsukaido 
visited Livermore in March of 
this year. They left home the 
day after the major earthquake 
and tsunami that hit not far from 
them. With the region in turmoil, 
it was not known until they were 
actually in the air if they would 
be able to make the trip. While 
Yotsukaido was not hard hit and 
everyone was safe, they did have 
some damage from the quake. As 
the danger in the hardest hit areas 
was realized, over 2000 refugees 
went to Yotsukaido for relief, 
straining resources. While here, 
host families did their best to 
distract the Japanese youth from 
news of their home country. Two 
days before they were to return 
home, though, an urgent mes-
sage came from a parent to bring 
home needed supplies. LYSCO 
families quickly organized a sup-
ply drive, and while the Japanese 
and Livermore youth spent their 
last night together with a bowling 
party, over 30 boxes of supplies 
were collected and packaged 
to send home with them. Japan 
Airlines graciously flew the extra 
baggage back at no charge.

LYSCO was represented at the 
annual Wine Festival in down-
town Livermore in May. Past 
Livermore student representa-
tives manned a booth collecting 
donations. For a small fee, festi-
val attendees could learn to make 
an origami crane. A Japanese 
symbol of peace, guests could 
keep one for themselves, and 
make one for Yotsukaido. One 
thousand cranes were made, and 
will be presented to Yotsukaido 
Sister City representatives at their 
welcome ceremony.  The money 
that was raised, over $2000, will 

also be donated to Yotsukaido 
to assist with their recovery and 
refugee programs.

By the end of October, twenty 
Livermore middle schoolers, five 
adults, and one teenager will 
return home with a greater un-
derstanding of Japanese culture, 
many new friends, memories to 

last a lifetime, and, hopefully, a 
desire to foster peace throughout 
the world.

For more information on the 
Livermore Yotsukaido Sister 
City program, log on to www.
lysco.org or email lysco2010@
yahoo.com

Livermore Yotsukiado Sister City Organization's Annual Youth Exchange Underway 

By Ron McNicoll
People who are promoting 

their arts group, small business 
or themselves as students seeking 
a job have picked up some tips 
about using social media from 
a professional public relations 
person.

David Perry, who owns a San 
Francisco firm whose clients 
include that city’s mayor’s of-
fice, spoke to an audience of 
about 60 people on Oct. 13 at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasan-
ton.   

Perry’s appearance was spon-
sored by the Pleasanton Cultural 
Arts Council, whose members 
said they wanted to find more 
effective ways to promote their 
organizations.

Perry talked about the four 
leading social media tools today, 
and how to use them to their full 
effectiveness.  The four were 
Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, 
and Twitter.

Most of the tools and a web 
page can be used to promote an 
event. Perry illustrated the point 
by referring to the Pacific Coast 
Repertory Theater’s production 
of “Thoroughly Modern Millie, 
“ which was being performed 
right next door to the meeting 
room where he was speaking. 
Perry’s firm provided some of the 
promotion for “Millie.”

The basic idea for a web page 
is to have the production listed 
prominently on the home page, 
and a spot for selling tickets, one 
that is easily seen by the page 
visitor.

YouTube could be used to 
show a few minutes of a scene 
from the musical, and also show 
brief interviews with the actors. 
Video clips of selected audience 
members talking after a perfor-
mance can be posted.

More powerful than YouTube, 
though, is Facebook, because 
of its “friends,” according to 
Perry. These are people who 
have signed on to a Facebook 
page, and are interested in you 
and what you are doing. Perry 
said that he has 1200 Facebook 
friends, and has met every one 
of them. 

The effectiveness of Facebook 
is all about the relationships, he 
said. “The 100 who see you on 
Facebook all the time (are prefer-
able to) the 1000 who see you on 
YouTube,” said Perry. 

Twitter is another way of 
making contact. Although lim-
ited to 140 characters, it can be 
a handy medium to send short 
messages to people about how 
much “Millie,” for example, was 

appreciated.
LinkedIn is the “Facebook 

of business.”  Perry said that 
he checks his every other day, 
compared to his daily checks of 
Facebook. He uses it for his busi-
ness. He recommended that if the 
students in the audience want to 
use it to post resumes, the first 
should have someone ready to 
recommend that someone in the 
firm take a look at them.

Perry’s firm job is public 
relations, which is not the same 
as marketing. Perry explained 
the difference. “Marketing is 
giving someone $5 to say that 
I’m the greatest. Public relations 
is giving two people $1 each to 
stand near someone and say, one 
to the other, ‘I hear he’s great.” 
Basically, that’s what happens 
on Facebook between friends, 
with others able to look in on 
Facebook’s “wall,” and see the 
comments.

‘THINK LIKE
JOURNALISTS’

With the lines now blurred 
between journalism and social 
media, Perry said that people 
spreading the word about their 
arts group or business need to 
“think like journalists. That 

means grab attention, send in-
formation out there, and get out 
of the way.”

Publicists need to adopt the 
journalist’s five W’s: who, what, 
when, where, and why? They 
also need to add how and how 
much?

Arts groups could try putting 
games on their web pages, said 
Perry. His client 42nd Street 
Moon, a musical comedy group 
in San Francisco, has a game 
question, with a reward of two 
free tickets. “You could ask who 
was the first actress to play Millie 
in ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie,” 
Perry suggested.

Despite all the electronic 
activity today in promoting busi-
ness and the arts, paper is still “a 
very effective tool. It’s tactile.” 
Although air traffic controllers 
rely on computers, they keep one 
key element on paper. Each flight 

they are tracking is written on a 
separate sheet of paper. When 
that plane goes into another sec-
tor, the first controller hands the 
paper to the second controller. In 
that way, no mistakes.

The controllers’ practice 
shows that paper is a sure record. 
Theaters give audiences sure 
records: their tickets on paper. 
Theater companies should be list-
ing their Facebook page address 
on the backs of those tickets, 
said Perry.

An audience member asked 
Perry whether it’s worth paying 
someone to insert key words for 
a web page, in hopes that it will 
be one of the top choices when 
people look at a search engine 
page. 

Perry replied, “Key words are 
overrated. You can pay someone 
to do it, but the next day, it’s low 
on the page.”

Social Media Can Boost Arts Groups’ Publicity
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Acoustic guitarist Leo Kottke 
returns to the Bankhead Theater 
in November with the signature 
sound and innovative fingerpick-
ing style that has made him one 
of the foremost acoustic guitarists 
of our time. 

The New York Times has de-
scribed him as “a guitarist who 
plays like two” and he is known for 
the rich and luscious instrumentals 
he produces from his six-and 12-
string guitars. Leo Kottke was a 
part of the opening season at the 
Bankhead Theater and now returns 
in the fifth season for a single 
performance on Monday evening, 
November 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.

In his four decades as a guitar-
ist and performer, Leo Kottke has 
established a reputation for skill-
fully blending folk, pop, blues, 
jazz and classical elements into 
his own unique musical style. He 
moved several times during his 
childhood, absorbing and enjoy-
ing the many musical influences 
he encountered. Despite a partial 
hearing loss suffered as a child, 

Every year since 1974, on the 
fourth Saturday in October, the top 
high school bands in Northern Cal-
ifornia and Nevada have gathered 
in Pleasanton for the Foothill Band 
Review. On October 22, 2011, for 
the 37th time, the grand tradition 
will go on as Foothill is hosting 
the biggest, most competitive, and 
best-run band review in our area of 
the country. 

As in previous years, the  Pleas-
anton and the Foothill Band pro-
grams will be showcased along 
with over 50 high schools for 
parade, concert and field show 
competitions.

This year’s parade will begin 
on Main Street at 8:30 am with 
Foothill stepping off first. It is free 
and open to the public. The parade 
is scheduled to run until approxi-
mately 12:30.

Concert competition is at Ama-
dor Valley High School from 7:30 
am- 12:30 pm.  Parade and concert 

awards are at 3 pm at Foothill High 
School.

The field show will be held at 
Foothill High School from 4pm 
- 10pm with the awards ceremony 
set to begin at 10:15 pm. 

Tickets and programs are avail-
able for sale on Main Street  and 
at  Amador High School during the 
Parade. Tickets and programs will 
also be available at Foothill High 
School.  Event pins and souvenirs 
and food vendors will be on hand 
during the event.

General Admission is $10. 
Amador Valley and Dublin High 
Schools are competing in the field 
show.  Dublin High School and 
Wells Middle School are in the 
parade.  

The 2011 Grand Marshall for 
the Foothill Band Review is Valer-
ie Arkin, School Board President.  
The 37th Annual Foothill Band 
Review is a major fund-raiser for 
the band program at Foothill.

 

Foothill Band Review 
Steps Off for 37th Time

when he landed in Virginia for high 
school he took up music, playing 
the trombone before eventually 
finding his way to the guitar. After 
serving in the Navy, Kottke settled 
in Minnesota playing his guitar in 
local coffeehouses and small clubs. 
His growing popularity eventually 
led to the 1969 recording of “6- 
and 12-String Guitar,” a brilliant 
landmark album still revered by 
guitarists worldwide.

Kottke’s remarkable ability 
to bring forth what some called 
“torrents of notes” from his gui-
tar was instrumental in his rapid 
rise in the music world, but also 
nearly resulted in the end of his 
career. In the 1980s, he suffered 
from debilitating tendon dam-
age caused by his intense finger 
picking style. In order to continue 
playing, Kottke developed a com-
pletely new method, repositioning 
his hand and combining jazz and 
classical playing techniques. This 
original fingerpicking style, com-
bined with unconventional tuning 

Accoustic Guitarist Leo Kottke Returns to Bankhead

Painting by Steffi Gross

Leo Kottke
(continued on page 4)
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Valley Hu-
mane Society’s 
“ H o w l - o -
ween” event is 
all about the 
dogs. On Oc-
tober 28, 2011 
from 6pm to 
9 p m  Va l l e y 
Humane So-
ciety will host 

a dog costume 
party and contest at A Touch of 
Health Day Spa, 377 St. Mary’s 
Street in downtown Pleasanton. 
The event will include a raffle for 
great prizes, including a cruise to 
the Caribbean. 

Dogs will be competing to win 
in the following categories: Best 

The Firehouse Arts Center 
Cabaret Series continues with 
Linda Purl and Lee Lessack in 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby: The 
Songs of Irving Berlin. 

The performance will be Sun-
day, November 6, 2011 at 2:00 
p.m.  The Firehouse Arts Center is 
located at 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
downtown Pleasanton.

Broadway, Hollywood and TV 
star Purl teams up with cabaret 
and recording artist Lessack in 
a nostalgic tribute to the career 
of “America’s composer." The 
much-applauded duo will perform 
Berlin’s most beloved songs -- 
“There’s No Business Like Show 
Business," “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band," “God Bless America” and 
many, many more.

Linda Purl is a television vet-
eran who has starred in more than 
40 Movies of the Week including 
Born Free, The Last Days of Pom-

“Brothels, Bandits and Bars,” a history presentation, will be 
held at the Pleasanton Library on Thurs., Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. 

Pleasanton in the 1850’s was called “The Most Desper-
ate Town in the West.”   Main Street was home to brothels, 
gambling halls and bandits. Join long-time locals Gene Pons 
and Phil Henry for a review of the rip-roaring history of 
Pleasanton.

A presentation Pons and Henry will cover the history of 
the changing community including the time of wild saloons, 
prohibition and bootlegging.

There is no admission charge. No registration is required.
For more information, please call Penny Johnson, 931-

3405.
 

peii (with Sir Laurence Olivier), 
and The Mansions of America 
(with Pierce Brosnan.)  She ap-
peared as Charlene Matlock in the 
long-running hit, Matlock, and as 
Ashley Phister, Fonzie’s fiancée, 
in Happy Days.  Recently, she has 
played recurring roles on Desper-
ate Housewives and as Pam’s 
mother on The Office.  

Her feature film credits include 
Disney’s Mighty Joey Young and, 
on Broadway, she starred in the 
Tony-nominated The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer. As a singer, she ap-
pears in concert and at cabarets and 
has recorded albums “Alone To-
gether” and “Out of This World”.

Lee Lessack’s lyric baritone 
vocals and sophisticated-yet-en-
dearing persona have made him 
a star of the international cabaret 
and concert scene.  He tours ex-
tensively in the United States and 

Europe to sold-out performances 
and has released six albums to rave 
reviews.  Many of his recordings 
feature duets and special appear-
ances with notable artists such 
as Michael Feinstein, Maureen 
McGovern and Stephen Schwartz.  
His “In Good Company” was 
awarded both a MAC and a BIS-
TRO AWARD for Best Recording 
of the Year.

Tickets are adult $17, $22 and 
$27; child $17; senior $24. Group 
discounts are available. Tickets 
may be purchased online at www.
firehousearts.org, by phone at 
(925) 931-4848, or in person at 
the Firehouse Arts Center Box 
Office.  Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m.; Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to the 
performance.  

The entrance to free parking is 
on Spring Street near First Street. 

Amador Valley High School 
drama students will present its 
production of "The Laramie Proj-
ect," on Oct. 27, 28 29 and Nov. 
3, 4 and 5 at the Amador Theater 
in Pleasanton. 

The play was written  by Moi-
sés Kaufman and The Tectonic 
Theater Project

 In October 1998 Matthew 
Shepard was kidnapped, severely 
beaten and left to die, tied to a 
fence on the outskirts of Laramie, 

Wyoming.  Five weeks later, Moi-
sés Kaufman and fellow members 
of the Tectonic Theater Project 
went to Laramie, and over the 
course of the next year, conducted 
more than 200 interviews with 
people of the town.  

From these interviews they 
wrote the play The Laramie Proj-
ect, a chronicle of the life of the 
town of Laramie in the year after 
the murder.  

On Friday nights, Oct. 28 and 

Nov. 4, the Amador Gay Straight 
Alliance will join the cast and crew 
for an audience Q&A after the 
performances.  No children under 
six and no children under 13 will 
be admitted without parent.  

Tickets are $5 for students 
and $8 for adults. Contact Kelsey 
Hartman (Drama Director) at 
khartman@pleasanton.k12.ca.us 
or visi  www.amadordons.com for 
more information

 

Dressed, Most Creative, Best Duo, 
Cutest, and of course Best Naked. 
(To be clear, Best Naked is for 
the dogs only. Owners must come 
dressed!) In addition, Valley Hu-
mane is introducing a dog/owner 
look-a-like contest. Many dog 
owners look like their dog, but 
rarely do people admit it. 

All event proceeds benefit 
Valley Humane Society, the local 
no-kill shelter where hundreds of 
cats and dogs are adopted into new 
forever homes each year. 

“This event is so much fun. 
The atmosphere is light, yet com-
petitive. I think the dogs know they 
are trying to win. The dog/owner 
look-a-like contest is what I’m re-
ally looking forward to the most. 

It should be a hoot.  said Melanie 
Sadek, Executive Director

Tickets can be purchased in ad-
vance at Murphy’s Paw, 410  Main 
Street, downtown Pleasanton or 
Valley Humane Society, 3670 Ne-
vada Street, Pleasanton. The event 
is $25, which includes admission 
and one drink ticket. Beer, wine, 
and non-alcoholic beverages will 
be served.  

Valley Humane Society is an 
animal welfare organization advo-
cating responsible pet ownership. 
They seek to provide the commu-
nity with educational outreach and 
collaborative programs that enrich 
the bond between people and 
companion animals and eliminate 
unnecessary euthanasia.

Duo Performs the Songs of 
Irving Berlin at the Firehouse

Amador to Stage 'The Laramie Project'

'Howl-o-Ween' Goes to the Dogs

Library Presents ' Brothels, 
Bandits and Bars'

Linda Purl and Lee Lessack
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Area students were among 
the first to see Livermore Valley 
Opera’s (LVO) 20th Anniversary 
season production of Gounod’s 
opera Roméo et Juliette during a 
free dress rehearsal performance 
held September 22 at the Bankhead 
Theater.  Students from Tri-Valley 
schools and beyond were treated to 
a fully-staged performance accom-
panied by orchestra. Refreshments 
were served during an intermission 
special reception in the lobby of 
the theater.  Over 180 students 
filled the theater. For many, it was 
their first trip to the Bankhead and 
a live opera.  

The free student night perfor-
mance was the culmination of 
LVO’s student outreach program 
over the weeks leading up to the 
opening night of Roméo et Juliette 
coordinated by LVO orchestra 
member Gary Sears.  The effort 
involved Roméo et Juliette princi-
pal opera singers performing arias 
in classrooms of Tri-Valley middle 
and high schools including Ama-
dor Valley High, Foothill High, 
Hart Middle School and Pleasan-
ton Middle School in Pleasanton, 
and Livermore High.

“It’s been a delight to see the 
students’ faces light up when 

our professional singers belt out 
their arias in the classroom,” says 
Sears.  “I’m pleased that many of 
the students came to the free dress 
rehearsal production and hope they 
will become regular opera fans.” 

The music teachers were equally 
excited by the students’ reactions.  
Mark Aubel, Music Educator at 
Pleasanton’s Amador High and 
Harvest Park Middle School said 
“Your soprano Melody King’s 
presentation was exactly what I 
was looking for. You reinforced 
my teaching and inspired my 
students.”

Livermore High’s music teach-
er Art Gagnier also expressed 
his gratitude. “Thank you for the 
wonderful presentation.  Singer 
Bernardo Bermudez and his ac-
companist Mary Martin were spec-
tacular. The students really enjoyed 
the interaction. I really appreciate 
these professionals taking time out 
of their busy schedules.”  

Sears distributed invitations to 
the Students Free Night to the stu-
dents who attended the classroom 
performances, many of whom 
came to the dress rehearsal.  The 
event attracted students studying 
choral singing, orchestra, and 
drama as well as French language 

and English classic literature.
Amador Valley freshman and 

soprano in the school’s chamber 
choir Madeline Aston came to 
the dress rehearsal to see her first 
opera. “I love it! It’s absolutely 
beautiful,” she commented during 
intermission.  “We heard Melody 
King perform in our classroom. We 
just loved her. She was amazing.”  
King was the “cover” or under-
study for Juliette and performed 
the lead role of Cio-Cio San in 
LVO’s production of Madama 
Butterfly last spring.  She is also 
a regular performer for LVO’s 
outreach events.

For Jonathan Neuman, a sev-
enth-grader at Mendenhal Mid-
dle School and a violinist in the 
school’s orchestra, Roméo et Ju-
liette was his fifth opera.  “I’ve 
seen a lot of Livermore Valley 
Opera’s shows. Die Fledermaus 
is my favorite - so far.”

Sisters Emily Ofiana and Taylor 
Ofiana learned about the Students 
Free Night on Livermore High 
School’s website.  “I wanted to 
come to see the opera because it’s 
sung in French. I plan to study 
French in college,” said Emily, a 
senior at LHS. 

This was the second Students 

Free Night that LVO has offered 
and plans to continue with its next 
opera production of Puccini’s To-
sca on March 10, 11, 17 and 18. 

LVO’s educational outreach ef-
fort supports its fundamental mis-
sion to enrich our community by 

Students Attend a Free Night at the Opera
Livermore Valley Opera’s Educational Outreach Takes Opera to the Classroom

producing the world’s best operas, 
to foster the careers of talented 
opera singers, and encourage a 
wider appreciation of opera and 
the associated arts.  Funding was 
provided by the City of Pleasanton 
and Wells Fargo Corporation.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Students watch intently as the story of Roméo et Juliette is told.

endless variety,
exciting entertainment

FREE 

PARKIN
G!

BUY TICKETS 925.373.6800
www.bankheadtheater.org

2400 FIRST STREET | Downtown Livermore

THIS WEEKEND!

Hairspray
Oct 22-Nov 6 at 2 & 8pm
Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre

Leo Kottke
Nov 7 7:30pm
Legendary Acoustic Guitar Virtuoso

Like There’s
No Tomorrow

Nov 3 at 8pm
Warren Miller’s 62nd Annual
reminder that Winter is on it’s Way!

...

MacHomer
Nov 10 7:30pm
A Hilarious Mash-up of Shakespeare’s
Macbeth & The Simpsons

Abraham Verghese
Nov 8 7:30pm
Renowned Physician, Teacher
and Author of Cutting for Stone

The Rae Dorough Speakers Series
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A Simon & Garfunkel Ret-
rospective will be performed at 
Livermore High School to raise 
money for Livermore’s school 
music programs.  

The performance will be Fri., 
Nov. 18 at 8 p.m. in the high 
school theater, 600 Maple St., 
Livermore. 

Performers A.J. Swearingen 
and Jonathan Beedle, the national 
touring duo, has been performing 
this tribute for more than a decade.  
Their sold-out shows prove their 
effect of transporting the audience 
back to the 1960’s.

With only an acoustic guitar, AJ 
and Jonathan re-create the memo-
ries of the classic hits as well as 
some obscure Simon & Garfunkel 
originals.  

ABC Music in downtown 
Livermore is producing this ben-
efit concert and directing proceeds 
to the Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation. 

Tickets are $20 general admis-
sion, $15 students, and $18 seniors. 
Advance ticket sales are at ABC 
Music, 2156 First St, Downtown 
Livermore or call 925-443-1244

 

of his six- and 12- string guitars, 
has set Kottke apart with a unique 
and identifiable sound.

His quick wit and relaxed hu-
mor have entertained audiences in 
venues of all sizes, as well as dur-
ing his frequent guest appearances 
on the radio program A Prairie 
Home Companion. 

Tickets to hear Leo Kottke at 
the Bankhead Theater this No-
vember range from $18 to $40 for 
adults and $14 for students.

Later this season, “International 
Guitar Night” will unite leading 
acoustic guitarists from around the 
world to share musical ideas and 
their latest compositions. Califor-
nia-based guitar poet Brian Gore 
will be joined by Adrian Legg 
from England, Lulo Reinhardt 
from Germany, and Marco Pereira 
from Brazil on Tuesday evening, 
January 24, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.

The Bankhead Theater is lo-
cated at 2400 First Street in Down-
town Livermore. On To purchase 
tickets call 925-373-6800 or visit 
www.bankheadtheater.org

 

Simon & Garfunkel Retrospective 
Benefits School Music Programs

A.J. Swearingen and Jonathan Beedle

When I saw Dustin Hoffman 
in “The Graduate” shortly after 
the film’s release in 1967, I didn’t 
know I would meet him several 
years later.

In 1973, I was taking singing 
lessons from a tenor who had 
sung at the Metropolitan Opera. 
He told me that if I was serious 
about singing, which I was at the 
time, I would have to see as many 
operas as possible. So I attended a 
Met performance practically every 
evening. Since even the cheapest 
seats were out of my price range, I 
would buy a ticket for $1.75. This 
allowed me to stand at the back 
of the family circle at the very 
top of the theater (I could almost 
touch the ceiling) with the rest of 
the budget-challenged patrons, 
mostly students. Still, the singing 
filtered up there and it sounded 
glorious, even if the singers down 
on the stage looked so small you 
couldn’t see them moving. 

The particular evening I met 
Dustin Hoffman, I went with 
Rose to see Carmen. Rose, as I 
mentioned in an earlier column, 
was the senior citizen who had 
marched with me on the Pentagon. 
In addition to her political fervor, 
she was also a diehard opera fan, 
but one on a limited retirement 
income. Over the years, she had 
developed, shall we say, a creative 
method for enjoying some of the 
finer things in life. 

Rose and I bought the higher-
priced standing-room tickets for 
$2.50 for the area in back of the 
orchestra section. We waited on 
the fringes until Eddie, the head 
usher in charge of the center aisle, 
approached us, which Rose as-
sured me he would since she was 
one of his regulars. 

In due fashion, Eddie came 
and Rose slipped him a five spot 
– $2.50 for her, $2.50 for me – that 
had been so carefully folded it 
was no bigger than a nickel. He 
clandestinely wrapped his fingers 
around the tiny bundle, further 

camouflaged it with the flashlight 
he was holding, and proceeded 
to walk up and down the aisle in 
search of two empty seats. A few 
minutes later, he returned, gave 
us “the nod,” and we followed 
like dutiful ducklings to the sixth 
row, center. 

Surrounded by a sea of glitter-
ing bracelets, rings and necklaces, 
and mink stoles, Rose took off 
her raccoon coat, which must 
have been at least 40 years old 
and looked like it suffered from 
the mange. She placed her plas-
tic shopping bag patched with 
adhesive tape (it contained a few 
emergency essentials) on the floor, 
and sat down in a manner befitting 
the reserved dignity of her now 
expensive seat. I followed suit, 
sans raccoon coat. 

Unfortunately, the seats didn’t 
work out because their rightful 
owners claimed them. Feeling like 
an evicted homeless person, I was 
further embarrassed because, as 
luck would have it, Eddie had seat-
ed us next to one of my bosses at 
the real estate firm where I worked 
part-time. The very wealthy man, 
who had initially given me but a 
furtive glance, now sat stone still 
as though he didn’t know me. 

Eddie was leading us back to 
the standing-room pit when he 
spied four empty seats on the side 
section. He pointed to them offi-
ciously with his flashlight, and we 
scooted in, saying “Excuse me” 
and “Sorry” as we stepped on feet, 
knocked against knees, and Rose’s 
coat swished past faces.

The famed crystal chandeliers 
rose dramatically to the ceiling, 

signaling the beginning of the 
performance. The house went dark 
and the curtain rose. I breathed a 
sigh of relief that we were safe, at 
least until the second act, when 
two people rushed into our row 
from the side aisle and sat down 
to my right. 

I was watching the performance 
when, out of the corner of my eye, 
I became aware of the profile of a 
nose. And in that instant I knew, 
don’t ask me how, that the man 
sitting next to me was Dustin 
Hoffman. I calculated the odds of 
that being true. Still, I whispered 
my thoughts to Rose. She craned 
her neck, and then whispered back 
that it did, indeed, look like Dustin 
Hoffman. 

As soon as the house lights 
came back on for the first intermis-
sion, Rose leaned over and started 
chatting. Looking directly at the 
man now, there was no doubt: It 
was Dustin Hoffman. Rose told 
him how much she admired his 
acting. Before too long, she pulled 
from the shopping bag a silver 
flask containing Canadian Club 
and small V-shaped paper cups, 
the kind that nest one inside the 
other and hang from metal contain-
ers near drinking fountains. She 
poured the brew into a cup and 
offered it to Mr. Hoffman, and he 
accepted, after a slight hesitation. 
She poured a cup for his compan-
ion, a slim lady with blond hair, 
one for me, and one for herself. 

Rose asked Mr. Hoffman if he 
liked Carmen.

“Well, I don’t know,” he said 
through that charming but con-
trolled smile we’ve seen in his 
films. “I’ve never been to the opera 
before.” Without missing a beat, he 

added: “How long is the show? We 
didn’t eat before we came?”

The four of us continued to 
sip from our paper cups. Rose did 
most of the talking. Mr. Hoffman 
listened attentively. He had, I 
thought, a gentle, kind, quiet man-
ner about him, even though by this 
time he was quite the star, having 
appeared in 12 films, including not 
only The Graduate, but Midnight 
Cowboy, John and Mary, Little Big 
Man, Straw Dogs, and Papillon. 

Soon, people started filtering 
to their seats, accompanied by the 
usual din of voices. But then a hush 
fell over our section of the orches-
tra. Like the old Merrill Lynch 
commercials, which said, “When 
Merrill Lynch speaks, people lis-
ten,” the opera patrons sensed that 
something important was going on 
and they wanted to know about it. 
I began to hear: “Isn’t that Dustin 
Hoffman?” “Who are those people 
with him?” When I looked around, 
I saw what felt like eyes the size 
of daisies, all turned in the same 
direction toward the invisible 
spotlight shinning down on us. I 
felt terribly important. What was it 
Andy Warhol said about everybody 
having their 15 minutes of fame?

Our new-found fame proved to 
be just that: 15 minutes. The boom 
dropped when Eddie returned with 
the rightful owners of our seats. 
Rose made a feeble attempt at sav-
ing face in front of Mr. Hoffman 
and the whole damn audience. She 
fumbled in her plastic bag, ostensi-
bly for her ticket, and said, “There 
must be some mistake.” Some 
mistake, indeed. Eddie had our five 
dollars and we had no seats. 

Eddie carted us away once 
again, this time all the way back 

to the standing-room arm rests. 
Because there was no longer even 
a sliver of space left for two more 
bodies and the other standees 
wouldn’t even let us squeeze in, 
Rose and I had to stand in the 
aisle, without even a plank of 
wood where we could rest an el-
bow. Ah, the operatic tragedy of 
it all. We had gone from fame to 
shame, not in one act but in one 
intermission.

After the second act, we went 
to the lobby to get replacement 
cups for the Canadian Club. When 
we returned, one of the standees 
asked, to our great surprise, “Are 
you Rose and Sarah?” Hesitantly, 
we said, “Yes.” The standee said, 
“Mr. Hoffman was looking for 
you. He left these.” She held up 
two tickets. 

For the third act, we sat in Mr. 
Hoffman’s seats. 

The next day, Rose sent Mr. 
Hoffman a letter thanking him for 
the tickets. Knowing that he was 
a liberal, she also included a few 
choice left-of-center remarks. Mr. 
Hoffman answered promptly with 
a lovely letter, in which he com-
mented on the country’s political 
situation.

I will never forget Mr. Hoff-
man’s singular act of kindness. 
When he left early, he could have 
simply tossed his tickets. Instead, 
he took the time to look for a cou-
ple of opera-loving, Chaplin-esque 
characters in order to let them sit 
in his expensive orchestra seats. To 
me, he is not only one of the great 
actors of our time, but he is also a 
very thoughtful soul.

Meeting Dustin Hoffman
By Sarah Bobson

LEO KOTTKE
(continued from front page)
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“How to Draw Anime & 
Manga” kicks off a new four-
part series of free children’s 
workshops beginning this fall at 
the Pleasanton Public Library.  

Kids in grades 3-8 will re-
ceive a 90-minute hands-on 
introduction to this and three 
other “how to” topics: juggling, 
magic and origami. Presented 
on the first Saturday of each 
month between November and 
February, the library brings 
Bay Area experts who not only 
know their subjects but who 
love teaching them to children 
as well.

Registration, which opens 
three weeks prior to each work-
shop, is for either of two ses-
sions: 10:30-12:00 for children 
in grades 3-5, and 1:30-3:00 for 
those in grades 6-8. The “How 
to Draw Anime & Manga” reg-
istration period begins Monday, 
October 17. All workshops are 
free.

To register, or for more in-
formation about these and other 
library programs and events, 
stop by the library at 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton 
or call the Children’s Desk at 
(925) 931-3400 ext. 8. Infor-
mation is also available on the 
library’s website at http://www.
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/li-
brary/programs-and-events.
html.

Art work from liquidlibrary/Thinkstock

Sign Up to 
Learn to 

Draw Anime 
and Manga

By Richard Yates
The St. Petersburg String Quar-

tet played to a receptive Livermore 
audience Saturday evening at the 
Bankhead Theater as part of the 
Del Valle Fine Arts concert series. 
Performing Shostakovich’s String 
Quartet No. 1 in C major, Op. 49, 
Tchaikovsky’s String Quartet No. 1 
in D major, Op. 11, and Schubert’s 
“Death and the Maiden” Quartet 
No. 14 in D minor, D. 810, the 
evening’s music captured a com-
prehensive spectrum of emotional 
substance. 

The programming choice of 
playing both the first quartets of 
Shostakovich and Tchaikovsky is 
significant in light of creating a 
bright and hopeful first half of the 
concert to foil with the brooding 
of Schubert’s late work compris-
ing the final half. At the time of 
the quartet’s composition, Shosta-
kovich’s son Maxim was just born. 
The composer was in a rare state 
of favor with the Soviet Authorities 
after the success of his Fifth Sym-
phony. Tchaikovsky infuses his 
quartet with the energetic sounds 
of folk music, having been com-
posed for the purpose of raising 
funds at a benefit concert. Schubert 
was unfortunately at a much differ-
ent point in life, battling incapaci-
tated health from syphilis. The St. 
Petersburg’s task at reconciling 
these differing emotional states 
and creating a musical result that 
creates a compelling dramatic per-
spective is challenging. Through 
their collaboration Saturday night, 
the quartet members managed to 
succeed in crafting these varied 
frameworks; establishing their own 

unified voice.
Collaboration as a means to 

achieve a powerful communicative 
experience is epitomized in cham-
ber music, where the players, audi-
ence, and musical compositions all 
come together in a concentrated 
way to form an exploratory unit 
into the vast reaches of human 
sentiment. The kernel of the string 
quartet, in many ways, sheds what 
can easily become excesses in the 
symphonic medium by reducing 
the number of players per part to 
the most efficient of means. Subtle 
glances between the violist and 
cellist are important moments of 
alignment between the orchestral 
equivalent of leaders of entire 
instrumental consorts. Players 
and audience alike can be easily 
stunned by the sheer sweep of bold 
gestures that are seemingly impos-
sibly derived from just four solo 
acoustic players. The directness 
of the medium distills the music 
into a powerful sonic space rife 
with the potential for garnering a 
certain state of connectedness that 
in turn allows all participants the 
opportunity for contemplative or 
deeply felt experiences. 

In order for the resultant music 
to resonate in any meaningful 
way, however, there is much 
groundwork that first needs to be 
addressed. The quartet, because 
of its reduction in personnel, is 
incredibly transparent. The first 
violin especially has the often-un-
fortunate distinction (in traditional 
repertoire) of being the foreground 
both because it is usually the high-
est part acoustically, and because it 
carries the melody. The result is a 

sound complex that doubly empha-
sizes its emblematic, rather than 
substantive, roles. There is both an 
objective, acoustical emphasis, and 
a linear, narrative-based unfolding, 
working simultaneously to seem-
ingly obliterate any hope for a true 
balance of sound between players. 
It’s no wonder that the leadership 
in excellent string quartets often 
resides in the thoughtful diplomacy 
of the first violinist. 

On the flip side, an overbear-
ing player who doesn’t key into 
listening and collaborating with the 
other ensemble members creates 
a deep divide, which can secure 
a mediocre performance at best. 
The first violinist is left with a 
contradictory job description: lead 
the group through taking initia-
tive, yet listen and be adaptive to 
the others players, creating a bal-
anced sound world that is more of 
a heterogeneous soundscape than 
a dictatorship.

The St. Petersburg Quartet 
demonstrated both the sublime 
richness that can be evoked from 
collaboration, and examples of the 
above problem: where the sound 
is overly treble dominated. The 
Schubert was a clear highlight 
of the former. The lower strings, 
enraptured by the drama, came out 
of their shells more and inhabited 
the lush counterpoints and bold 
resonances of their parts. The 
cellist was deeply expressive car-
rying the melody in the Andante, 
emerging from the shadows and 
emoting a majestic profundity. 
Though short-lived in duration, the 
ensemble swells grounded in the 
richness of the bass register were 

among the most riveting moments 
of the evening. 

The slow movements through-
out the program illuminated the 
quartet’s ability to emote compel-
ling music with genuine warmth. 
The ensemble connectivity and 
concentration produced instances 
of the most shimmering, milky, vi-
brato-infused tone. In the Schubert 
Andante, the melody played by the 
first violin expressed more of a 
vulnerability than an all-knowing 
perspective (the music perhaps 
mirroring Shubert’s own com-
ing to terms with his death). The 
violist, likewise, was consistently 
passionate in terms of exhibiting 
an expressive performance style. 
He turned subtly, from facing pri-
marily inwards to the ensemble, 
to outwards towards the audience 
when he was making an important 
addition. This physical gesture en-
gaged the greater room with these 
rich moments of contrapuntal ac-
tivity or the playful passing of bits 
of melody between players. 

Perhaps the violist was the 
most overt in his attempt to foster 
a collaborative atmosphere during 
the evening. Modes of quiet listen-
ing, thoughtful interjection, and 
overall flexibility need not be visu-
ally perceptible to be beneficial to 
fostering effective conversations. 
Very often, though, the physicality 
in gesture expresses sentiments 
more directly and passionately 
than without. 

In the end, to judge a success-
ful collaboration, it boils down to 
whether the produced experience 
was compelling. In the case of The 
St. Petersburg, it was.           

  

A Study of Collaboration: 
The St. Petersburg Quartet  

Downtown merchants, res-
taurants and local breweries will 
come together on Saturday, Oc-
tober 29 at the first Brew Crawl 
event, hosted by the Pleasanton 
Downtown Association (PDA) 
and sponsored by Redcoats Pub, 
Handles on Main and the Pleasan-
ton Main Street Brewery. 

Patrons can shop along Main 
Street, sample local craft beers 
and food pairings while enjoying 
a beautiful fall evening.  To add to 
the festival holiday spirit of this 
event, guests are encouraged to 
wear costumes.  

The Pleasanton Downtown As-
sociation encourages everyone to 
enjoy downtown responsibly. To 
support this effort the PDA will 
be selling designated driver tickets 
for $10 at the door and the event 
program will include taxi contact 
information. 

Participating downtown busi-
nesses include: Balloons and 
Beyond, Bellezza Cristali’s Hair 
Salon, Bicycles! Pleasanton,  Clo-
ver Creek,  Fleet Feet, Jewelers 
Gallery, Murphy’s Paw, Pans on 
Fire, Prim, Renee Huber State 
Farm, Salon 645, Serenity Stone-

works, Sincerely Yours,  Studio 
Seven Arts, Towne Center Books 
and Vision One. 

Participating Breweries include: 
21st Amendment, Ale Industries, 
Black Diamond, Buffalo Bill’s, 
Coney Island, Firestone Walker, 
Gordon Biersch, Handles Gas-
tropub, High Water, Knee Deep, 
Lagunitas, Lost Coast, Mendocino 
Brewing Company, Pleasanton 
Main Street Brewery and Sierra 
Nevada.

Tickets are on sale now for $25 
at Handles on Main – 855 Main 
Street, Pleasanton Main Street 

Brewery – 830 Main Street, Red-
coats Pub – 336 St. Mary Street 
and Studio Seven Arts – 400 Main 
Street.  Tickets will be available for 
$30 at 4:30 p.m. on the day of the 
event at Chase Bank – 561 Main 
Street.  Tickets must be redeemed 
by 6 p.m.  Ticket price includes 
tastings at all 16 locations, a com-
memorative beer glass and tasting 
map.  Only 500 will be sold. 

Event is rain or shine, no re-
funds. The sponsors are not re-
sponsible for lost, misplaced or 
stolen tickets.

Brew Crawl Tickets Available in Downtown Pleasanton
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On Saturday October 1, a Livermore family visited the Livermore 
Airport during the annual open house.  Capt. Chesley Burnett "Sully" 
Sullenberger III was a guest at the show. He was promoting pilots 
of the future through Young Eagles. Only the first 12 kids got to fly 
with Sully. Among them were Brandon Ersepke (9 - shaking hands 
with Sully) and and his sister Julianna (8 - polka-dot hat+shirt).  The 
kids had a blast flying with a real life hero. After the flight, each child 
was awarded a Young Eagles flight certificate plus a flight logbook 
by Sully. The children reported that Sully pointed out major points 
in the area during the flight.  The air show also included displays of 
vintage planes, a car show, air acrobatics, safety procedure info by 
the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire Dept. and Police, US Army, games, 
face-painting, food, on-site animal adoption, local businesses, and 
more. (Photo by Jackie Ersepke

Alameda County CattleWomen (ACCW) have partnered with 
G&M Farms to make the Corn Maze a fun, learning experience. 
CattleWomen will be on hand every weekend in October with beef 
samples and free recipes.  Pictured are (seated) Dana Rivinius, 
Teresa Valdez, Allison Batteate, Debbie Bradford, and Carolyn 
Colson; (standing) Kim Bonde, John Gandolfo (G&M Farms), 
Barbara Anderson, Dan Marciel (G&M Farms), Lillian Marciel, Nancy 
Mueller, Merry Carter, and Dina Goff. For more information about 
G&M Farms Corn Maze and Pumpkin Patch, contact Diane Gandolfo  
at 925-766-7262 or  information@gmfarms.com. The maze is located 
at 487 East Airway Boulevard, Livermore.

One of the thousands of im-
migrants to California during 
the Gold Rush was the eucalyp-
tus. No one is quite sure exactly 
when it arrived or who brought 
it—obviously someone from 
its native Australia. The first 
successful known growth at a 
nursery was by the Golden Gate 
Nursery in San Francisco, where 
W.C. Walker planted seeds from 
several species in 1853. Twenty 
years later, the tree was a com-
mon sight in the state, having 
easily adapted to our Mediter-
ranean-type climate. 

California forestry experts 
hoped to replace the redwoods 
and oaks that were lost to early 
construction and firewood needs 
with the eucalyptus, a fast-
growing tree. Railroad men 
hoped to use the wood for ties. 
These uses were tried, without 
early success. The tree holds 
a great deal of water, and if its 
timber is used green and not 
allowed to dry, it will twist and 
split. If allowed to dry, the wood 
becomes so hard that it is almost 
impossible to put a nail through 
it. 

There are more than 700 
species of eucalyptus trees. 
“Eucalyptus” means “well-cov-
ered,” referring to the woody 
fruit which has a button-like 
cover which pops off when the 
seeds are ripe. The largest and 
earliest planted in our area is the 
blue gum, Eucalyptus globulus, 
with its light, peeling bark, its 
tall height, and, in old trees, its 
wide trunk. Eucalyptus trees 
are evergreen, and their leaves 
have a distinctive pungent 
herbal odor. In Australia they 
are called gum trees like the tree 
on which the kookaburra sits 
in the old campfire song. When 
the bark is wounded, the tree’s 
sap (gum) bleeds at the wound. 
This particular species is called 
“blue” because the young oval-
shaped leaves have a powdery 
blue back. The dark green older 
leaves are sickle-shaped.

Whenever you see the tree in 
the local countryside, it usually 
serves as a marker for old build-

Eucalyptus Trees

ing sites. At their two homes 
built in the 1800s near the end 
of North Livermore Avenue, 
the Weymouth brothers put 
up fences, making a yard that 
protected their houses and out-
buildings from their cattle, and 
they planted blue gums around 
the perimeter of the yard. The 
trees served as windbreaks in 
the flat valley with its strong 
winds from the north and west 
and also probably were planted 
because people believed that 
their odor and oil were me-
dicinal. One of the Weymouth 
properties has 22 eucalyptus 
trees (counting a few stumps), 
and the other 31. Many other 
local ranches and farms have 
several of the towering trees 
near their homes.

In the Bay Area, there are 
large areas of eucalyptus trees, 
especially in Berkeley and the 
Oakland hills. Unfortunately, 
they burn easily and were a 
major problem in the October 
1991 Oakland hills fire. In 
Livermore the trees were not 
planted in such dense clusters. 
Crofutt’s 1880 New Overland 
Tourist and Pacific Coast Guide 
described the town of Liver-
more and mentioned: “Here 
are particularly noticeable the 
eucalyptus or Australian blue 
gum tree.” The first owner 
of the Livermore Herald was 
interested in planting trees in 
the city and in the countryside.  
Some time between 1878 and 
1890, he had hundreds of black 
locust trees planted along city 
streets and along country roads; 
he chose this tree because of its 
ability to survive without irriga-
tion. The locust trees still lining 
North Livermore Avenue north 
of I-580 are the best remaining 
examples of his work. Rec-
ognizing the growing scarcity 
of firewood, he also had flats 
of 100 blue gum seedlings 
delivered to the Herald office 
and offered the seedlings to 
ranchers. 

We know that the Livermore 
Grammar School on Fifth Street 
had eucalyptus trees planted 

around it because in 1926 
they were removed in order to 
put in sidewalks. Last week I 
enjoyed a eucalyptus treasure 
hunt, looking for the old blue 
gum trees surviving in Liver-
more. One area still having a 
grove of eucalyptus is the city 
park in the housing area called 
The Grove on Sonia Street. 
This property once belonged 
to the Coast Manufacturing 
and Supply Co. The Livermore 
Heritage Guild had a dig there 
before the park was created 
and found a number of artifacts 
from the Chinese workers that 
had once lived in the grove.

Despite its name, old Oak 
Knoll Cemetery, now the 
daffodil hill near Granada 
High, has eucalyptus, not 
oak trees planted on its peak. 
Another group of eucalyptus 
stretches from behind Oak 
Knoll north and west along 
the Arroyo Mocho. A city trail 
follows its path, ending at 
Isabel Avenue, although the 
trees continue west of the city 
line to El Charro Road. In the 
city Summer Tree Drive and 
Daisyfield Drive circle part of 
the area. Roselawn Cemetery 
has a row of eucalyptus lining 
its southern edge. Hagemann 
Farm has a number of blue 
gum trees scattered on the 
existing farm and in the adjoin-
ing park. A row of eucalyptus 
crosses the intersection of 
Olivina Avenue and Murrieta 
Boulevard, perhaps planted by 
the Hagemanns; local residents 
fought to save them. LARPD 
maintains Big Trees Park near 
the Lab on Susan Lane; it has a 
long double row of blue gums. 

Today, very few people 
in Livermore plant blue gum 
trees. Full grown, they are very 
messy, dropping branches and 
shreds of bark. If you have 
time, I recommend a short 
drive on Sonia Street to see 
the well-groomed park with its 
striking eucalyptus trees.

(Readers can reach me at 
am50homan@yahoo.com.) 
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by Harry Stoll
These women are opening their 

first business when the economy 
isn't looking good. However, what 
does look good for Kelly Mc-
Farland and Julie Racine is their 
business, The Winemaker’s Pour 
House, a coolegant wine bar with a 
corner on the action at First Street 
Street and South Livermore Av-
enue, where the fountain splashes 
and the flag flies. 

Right off the sidewalk, you 
walk under a merlot-colored aw-
ning, into warmth and comfort, 
in a well-laid out space. Choose 
a four-person tall table against 
an old brick wall, a larger lower 
table, the tasting bar, or a table 
on the patio in back. The acous-
tics invite conversation. Art by 
local artists—to be periodically 
changed—hangs on the walls. 
The lighting is pleasant, the paint 
jobs and other surface treatments 
are subtle and peaceful—it’s a 
tasteful tasting place with good-
tasting wines. 

Either Julie or Kelly—some-
times both—will be there to pour 
and serve. This is a small business 
with the owners dealing with 

by Laura Ness
Over 200 sharply dressed cow-

boys and cowgirls showed up at 
Casa Real for the Jeans & Jewels 
fundraiser on Thursday, October 
6, to enjoy the sounds of The 
Front Porch band, and indulge in 
deliciously prepared wine country 
cuisine. Boots were very much 
in evidence, as were jewels of 
all types, and some gals went all 
out in their interpretation of the 
theme. The Livermore cowboy 
heritage was celebrated with 
bolo ties and cowboy hats, and 
Mark and Maria Triska probably 
should get the most thematically 
coordinated couple award. Loved 
her red boots. 

The silent auction was anything 
but, with lively conversation and 
bidding on items including a gor-
geous red and gold heart necklace, 
handmade pottery in a beautifully 
decorated basket, elegant and 
enormous glass platters, a picnic 
basket from Les Chenes featuring 
Candice’s fabulous mustards, and 
an nth Degree wine basket and 
tasting package that really got the 
ink flowing on the bid sheet. Ad-
ditional excitement was generated 
by the sale of balloons, at $25 a 

Pour House Devoted Solely to Local Wineries
the nuts and bolts, the nuts, the 
cheeses, the salads, the soups, pa-
ninis—and, of course the wine.

In a first for Livermore, The 
Winemaker’s Pour House serves 
only wines produced by Livermore 
Valley wineries. Each day, The 
Pour House pours three pours of 
2-ounces each, from $8 to $12. 

One night, the tasting menu, 
simply and clearly displayed on 
tasty creamy paper, offered spar-
kling wine, Chardonnay, Pinot 
Noir, Rosé, Cabernet Sauvignon, 
and Zinfandel—from such valley 
luminaries as Charles R, Engarde, 
Fenestra, John Evans, Little Val-
ley, Page Mill, Retzlaff, Rodrigue 
Molyneaux, Ruby Hill, el Sol, and 
Steven Kent.

Other nights, featured were 
Bodegas Aguirre, Chouinard, Con-
cannon, Las Positas, and Wente. 
Starting out, Julie and Kelly have 
more than 15 local wineries, and 
expect to add more. This is a 
pleasant place to compare valley 
wineries varietals or blends. 

Winemaker evenings will have 
local winemakers talking about 
their wine, wine in general, and 
moving about the place to talk 

Soon, the Pour House will offer 
wine appreciation events, with 
enoscenti presenting the informa-
tion in a straight-forward way with 
no pretension but plenty of ap-
preciation. Some nights they will 
offer wine and food pairing for you 
to chew on. This could move from 
the time-tested to recognition of 
some unusual pairings and maybe 
some deeper dishing about why 
they work. 

Ooooo, the food:
Five salads—six cheeses from 

goats, Humboldt, sheeps, France, 
cows, and Mt. Tam—almonds, 
cashews, pistachios, and wal-
nuts—how do you like them sliced 
apples, grapes green and red, and 
strawberries. The cheeses are 
served with a mini baguette, or go 
for the Pour House plate of three 
cheeses with fruit and nuts.

It’s a place not only for a styl-
ish nibbling nosh, but also a light 
meal on the way to the Bankhead 
for a play, the ballet, or bowling. 
The panini grill puts out, oh yes, 
a BLT with Fontina and garlic 
aoli spread—Chicken blue with 
caramelized onion, Italian Chicken 
with tomato pesto—sharp ched-

dar—and peanut butter and straw-
berry preserves on cinnamon and 
sugar crusted bread to take you 
back to mama’s kitchen.

The brie and spicy apricot chut-
ney croissant livens you right to 
your toes. Try to take small bites, 
try not to gobble it and make gut-
teral sounds. Tapping it to your lips 
and sighing would be all right with 
Miss Manners. JR’s (apparently for 
Julie Racine, Kelly says Julie is the 
foodie) will warm you with ground 
turkey topped with bleu cheese.

A smores panini, brownies in-
fused with Livermore Valley Port, 
and nibs and bits of dark chocolate 
and dried cranberries is a delight. 
Local chef Tiffany Mooney is re-
sponsible for the soulful food.

Often, there shall be music  on 
the back patio. It is to be acoustic 
music, no blaring, but plenty of 
depth. Roger Kardinal opened the 
place. Other musicians will enter 
herein. They will either be locally 
well-known or will be after they 
play here. The patio looks straight 
up to the sky. A nice view of the 
floodlit famous huge Livermore 
downtown flag. It is a good place 
for glass clinking, getting together 

with friends, getting it together, or 
eye gazing. Your oldest stories are 
renewed here.

Kelly McFarland is a retired 
U.S. Navy chief petty officer. Julie 
Racine is a veteran of the retail 
wars. Both these business part-
ners have that shining smile and 
welcoming way that is necessary 
for a business that intends to make 
people feel good. Their hospitality 
is of the real kind that you can’t 
make up. But more importantly, 
they are onto something unique, 
with their soulful sole dedication 
to local wineries. Of course, it was, 
and will be, a lot of hard work. 
These women are up to it.

Chouinard Winery usually does 
not sell off site, but Pour House 
is a delightful exception. “We are 
honored.” Caroline, George, and 
Damian Chouinard, said, “It’s 
great to see these women open a 
new business featuring Livermore 
Valley wineries.” 

2241 First Street, Livermore 
888.316.1499
winemakerspourhouse.com
Mon., Wed., Thur. 11:30 am to 

8:30 pm; Fri./Sat. 11:30 am to 9:00 
pm, Sun. 11:30 am to 8:30 pm.

Jeans & Jewels A Shimmering Success
pop, which held the chance of a 
key to a wrapped gift box. Every 
time a balloon burst, someone had 
a good chance of being a winner. 
And regardless, everyone wins, 
because all the proceeds went to 
helping the Tri-Valley Conser-
vancy preserve and protect the 
lands in their care.  Lucky couple, 
Gina and Ken Perine, popped the 
right balloon and went home with 
two $25 gift certificates to Whole 
Foods. 

Gold medal winning wines 
from the 2nd Annual TVC “Un-
corked” Wine Competition were 
proudly served at each table, 
complimenting a delicious fam-
ily style dinner, including seared 
chicken breasts topped with grilled 
Brentwood corn and tomato salsa, 
braised short ribs of beef with a 
decadently good barbeque glaze, 
roasted garlic mashed potatoes, 
macaroni and cheese with brioche 
topping and roasted tomatoes and 
green beans with shallots and 
lemon. The Steven Kent “Lola,” 
a bled of Semillon and Sauvi-
gnon Blanc, went nicely with the 
southwest style chicken and string 
beans, while the rich and fruity 
2008 “Intesa” Cabernet blend 

from Ruby Hill (with Barbera and 
Cabernet from the Estate, Smith 
Ranch and Ghielmetti vineyards), 
complemented the rich, perfectly 
cooked short ribs beautifully. The 
Bodegas Aguirre dessert wine was 
served with a densely dark choco-
late lava cake with crème fraiche 
and raspberry coulis. 

The live auction was spirited 
and fast-paced, with only ten items 
up for bidding: each guest got a 
beautiful cowboy boot-shaped 
paddle to kick up the auction ac-
tion. Lisa and Lothar Maier of Las 
Positas Vineyards, who just opened 
one of the newest winery tasting 
rooms in Livermore, bagged the 
Duck Hunting package donated 
by Top Grade Construction and 
Bill Gates, valued at $1200, for 
$1700. They’ll be sporting rifles on 
a guided duck hunt at Sprig Haven 
Farms in Los Banos, and we wish 
them luck in bringing home some 
delicious fowl to accompany their 
spicy Barbera.

The week in South Lake Tahoe 
in a newly renovated cabin off Ski 
Run Boulevard, one block from 
Heavenly Valley, donated by Jim 
and Cheryl Perry, went for $2k 
to the lucky bidder, and the week 

in a Big Sky Montana condo, do-
nated by Bill and Sandy Thomson, 
will most certainly be enjoyed by 
the winners, who snagged it for 
$2250. 

Sports Nut, which included tick-
ets for four to A’s, 49er’s, Warriors, 
Giants, Raiders and Sharks games, 
was scored for $1k. Always a big 
winner, the Winemaker’s Dinner 
for Eight, featuring live music in 
the cellar dining room of the lovely 
Restaurant at Wente Vineyards, 
with 5th generation winemaker, 
Karl Wente, was bid to the value of 
$2500, and was donated courtesy 
of Wente Family Estates.

Immediately thereafter, Karl 
took to the stage, along with Picazo 
and McGrail winemaker, Mark 
Clarin, and the rest of The Front 
Porch Band, sounding mighty 
fine despite a cracked rib, due to a 
sparring incident with his cousin’s 
husband, a US Marine whose 
job description includes training 
SEALs.  One hopes some good 
technique was thereby imparted, 
and that it never needs using.

Executive Director, Laura 
Mercier, sporting cowboy boot 
earrings, was all smiles as she 
watched the parade of western 

wear file in.  “I’m incredibly grati-
fied that so many people came out 
to support the TVC this evening,” 
she noted. “Everyone involved 
did a great job to make this event 
special and we’re thrilled at the 
turnout.”  She later recapped that 
the proceeds exceeded last year 
by 14% in income, bringing the 
net to $24,000, and the number of 
attendees increased 24% to 211, up 
from 171 last year.

A well-compiled slide show 
accented the natural beauty of the 
Livermore Valley, highlighting the 
fact that the TVC currently serves 
as custodians for 4200 acres in the 
area, including 1900 that support 
the South Livermore Trail System. 
The printed program reminded 
everyone: “We are here to protect 
the Valley we love the most. We 
do not inherit this land from our 
ancestors: we borrow it from our 
children. Let’s leave them some-
thing to remember us by.” 

Well said, well done, and to all 
who support and make possible the 
vital work of the TVC, may you 
enjoy continued success in your 
efforts to preserve the true jewels 
of Livermore.
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Firehouse Arts Center’s Harrington 

Gallery, 2010 traveling exhibit of the 
National Watercolor Society October 
26-December 10, 2011.  4444 Railroad 
Avenue in downtown Pleasanton. Admis-
sion is $5.00.  An artists’ reception will 
take place on Saturday, October 29, 2011 
from 3:00-5:00 p.mA companion exhibit, 
“Five Palettes,"  features works by five 
California Watercolor Association artists. 
Harrington Gallery hours are Wednesday-
Friday 12:00 noon-5:00 p.m., Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., for one hour prior to 
each Firehouse Arts Center performance.  
Call (925) 931-4849 for more information 
or visit the Firehouse Arts Center website, 
www.firehousearts.org.

Maclyn Pons  will show her watercolor 
& colored pencil work of florals and 
landscapes at the Garre Vineyard Cafe. 
September and October. 7986 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore, 

Wente Vineyards, work by artist Courtney 
Jacobs, exhibited October 3-29.  Wente 
Estate Vineyard tasting room, 5565 Tesla 
Road in Livermore. Abstract paintings in 
acrylic and oil.  

Painting Under the Influence with Carol 
Maddox, exhibit by 13 local artists who 
create art under the influence of Carol 
Maddox, an award-winning artist and 
teacher. Livermore Library, 1188 So. 
Livermore Ave., Livermore, Oct. 1-31. 
This is a show of their work along with 
Carol's. Participating will be Dodie 
Arterburn, Eileen Butcher, Arline Dust, 
Marianne Foote, Carol Gerich, Linda 
Huggins, Jo Ann Koopman, Myra Lat-
kin, Annette Mack, Marisa Ocasio, Ann 
Peters, Lisa Scarborough and Gloria 
Thompson. A reception will be held at the 
library on Sunday,  Information: 925-447-
6250 or carolgerich@gmail.com.

Livermore Art Association (LAA) Gal-
lery, featuring jewelry by Diana Carey 
the month of October.  The LAA Gallery 
is located at the Carnegie Building at 2155 
3rd Street in Livermore. Hours are 11:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Wednesday through 
Sunday. The Gallery is also open from 
4-8 Thursdays during Farmer's Market 
season.  Admission is free. For more info 
call the Gallery 925-449-9927.

 
MEETINGS/CLASSES
Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring their 
own materials and easels. Open to all 
artists. Professional artist models (nude). 
No instructor. Students under 18 need 
written parental permission to attend. 
Cost $20 per session. At the Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Coffee, tea and refreshments are available. 
Call or email Barbara Stanton for more 
info about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Art in Public Places, join a local group 
of artists and paint on selected Friday 
mornings around town. ACC/Art Cri-
tique & Coffee invites artists to express 
themselves in watercolor, acrylic, oil 
For more details check out the website 
for Poetry On Canvas Pleasanton or 
contact Claudette at PoetryOnCanvas@
Mac.Com ~ ACC Meets each Friday at 
various locations. 

Girls Night Out Classes,  Make family 
memories by attending a class together. 
Painting, jewelry making & paper art 
are now available to experience locally. 
Classes led by artist Claudette McDermott 
. For more information  e-mail or call to 
sign up for classes 510 543-4776 Poetry-
OnCanvas@Mac.Com ~ Individual and 
group classes available. 

Beginning Stained Glass, start and finish 
a small stained glass window (14” x 14”) 
using cutting and manufacturing skills. 
Learn how to use basic glass tools. Limited 
to 8 students. Tools and supplies are $174. 
Does not include glass.  5 week class, 
2.5 hours each, choice of day per week:  

Weds 10-7p, Thurs.-Sat. 10-9pm, Sun 
10-4pm.  Classes are ongoing.  Art Glass 
Studio, 174 South L St., Livermore. For 
more information contact Roberta Jones 
at:  925-447-1962  www.artglassstudio.
weebly.com

Kids After School Program, after school 
program for 11-18 yrs. olds includes 
stained glass, mosaic or fused projects. 
Student may chose any of those dur-
ing the 6 weeks. Classes are ongoing, 
start any Wednesday. Limited to 8 
students.   6 week class   $155 (all 
materials included) Wednesdays 2:15p-
4:45p.  Art Glass Studio, 174 South L 
St., Livermore. For more information 
contact Roberta Jones at:  925-447-
1962  www.artglassstudio.weebly.com 

WINERY EVENTS
Eagle Ridge Vineyard celebrates Fall 

with "Sweets & Treats" & "Pumpkin for 
a Penny."  Each weekend in Oct. (12:00 
- 4:30) pumpkin goodies are paired with 
Eagle Ridge wines.  Also, with any wine 
purchase, a pumpkin may be purchased 
for a penny (while supplies last & limited 
1/customer).  Eagle Ridge Way, 10017 
Tesla Rd., Livermore.

Grape Stompin’ and Wine Sippin’, Oct. 
22, noon to 4:30 p.m.  McGrail Vineyards 
and Winery. Partake in some “I love Lucy” 
action by stomping grapes.  Grab a friend 
and race to fill the bottle first.  Soleil Pizza 
will be selling gourmet wood-fired pizzas, 
live music.  Fullest bottle in 30 seconds 
wins the prize. $10/person for stomping. 
5600 Greenville Rd., Livermore. www.
mcgrailvineyards.com

Food and Wine Walk-a-bout,  featuring 
The Steven Kent Winery's Single Vine-
yard Series Cabernets, and the cuisine of 
Chef Neil Marquis. This event will take 
place in the Barrel Room Wed., Oct. 26, 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Reservations required 
as event is limited to 50 guests. $55 per 
person non-club members, $50 per person 
for SK/LR Club Members. Call 925-243-
6442 to RSVP. www.StevenKent.com

Muestra de Arte Festival, work by lo-
cal artists displayed at Murrieta's Well 
in Livermore. Sample Murrieta's Well 
wines and a selection of artisan cheeses 
in the historic barrel room.  Sat., Oct. 29,  
11 a.m. to 4:40 p.m. Admission is free. 
$10 for wine tasting. Complimentary for 
Silver Spur members. 3005 Mines Rd., 
Livermore, 456-2395. 

Haunted Tasting at Rodrigue Molyneaux. 
October 30, 12:30-5:00 PM, Come out  and 
try some witches brew. The tasting room 
will be all decorated and ready to scare. 
Free candy to the kids. Tasting is $5.00 per 
person and wine club  free. 3053 Marina 
Ave, Livermore. 925-443-1998, info@
rmwinery,com, www. rmwinery.com.

Wente Winemaker's Dinner to the Nth 
Degree with Karl Wente, Thurs., Nov. 
3, 6:30 to 9 p.m. Karl Wente shares his 
wines with culinary creations from Master 
Gardener Diane Dovholuk, Chef Jeff 
Farlow and Chef Leena Hung.  Reserva-
tions are required and space is limited. 
$109 per guest including wine, $89 for 
Club Wente Members. Wente Vineyards 
Event Center, 5050 Arroyo Road, Liver-
more. Vegetarian option available. Call 
for details 925-456-2405.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting room 

from 12 to 4; open every day if the gate 
is open and for sure on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays 11 to 5. Red Feather 
Winery, 5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Information at 449-1871 or www.red-
featherwinery.com

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 p.m. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

Dublin Heritage Center Music Jam, Every 
Tuesday night there is an open music jam 

for either Bluegrass or Irish Fiddle. All 
are welcome to come and listen or join 
in and play. 6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. 
Information: 925-452-2100.

Fanfare for Food, Livermore-Amador 
Symphony Pops concert, Fri., Oct. 21, 
Robert Livermore Community Center, 
4444 East Ave., Livermore. Doors open 7 
p.m. concert at 8 p.m. 447-6454. Tickets 
go on sale Sept. 1 at $30 per person.

San Ramon Symphonic Band, Oct. 21, 
7:30 p.m.  "Life is a Cabaret," Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550 
Albion Rd., San Ramon. www.sanramon.
ca.gov 

Ensemble Caprice, Matthias Maute and 
Sophie Larivière, recorder and transverso; 
David Jacques, baroque guitar; Susie 
Napper, baroque cello; Ziya Tabassian, 
percussion. La Follia & the Gypsies; 
Gypsy Music in the Renaissance and 
Baroque Periods. Presented by the San 
Francisco Early Music Society. Friday, 
Oct. 21, 2011 - First Lutheran Church, 600 
Homer Street, Palo Alto, 8:00 pm; Satur-
day, Oct. 22, 2011 - St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church, 2727 College, Berkeley, 7:30 
pm; Sunday, Oct. 23, 2011 - St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, 1111 O’Farrell Street, 
SF 4:00 pm. Tickets $35 single tickets, 
$30 senior, $28 members, $12 students. 
To order tickets and for complete season 
information visit www.sfems.org or call 
our office. Tel. 510-528-1725, P.O. Box 
10151, Berkeley, CA 94709, sfems@
sfems.org

Foothill High School Band Review, Oct. 
22, parade competition, Main Street, 8:30 
p.m. free. Field show, 4 to 10 p.m. at the 
school, $10 general admission, $7 students 
and seniors. www.foothillband.org

Pops Concert.  The Livermore-Amador 
Symphony will perform its annual pops 
concert with the theme Fanfare for Food 
on Friday, October 21 at 8 p.m. at the 
Robert Livermore Community Center 
Ballroom.  Wearing costumes and bring-
ing your dinner is encouraged.  This event 
is sponsored by the Livermore-Amador 
Symphony Guild.  Call 925-447-6454 to 
make your reservations.

Jazz at the Library, Bruce Mishkit Quar-
tet; Friday, October 28; 8 p.m. the San 
Ramon Library, 100 Montgomery Street, 
San Ramon. $20 each (Seniors 62+ and 
Students $15) www.sanramonjazz.org/
wp/wp-admin/edit.php

Suzanna Smith A Tribute to the Great 
Ladies of Jazz, Sun., Oct. 30, 2 p.m. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org.

Blues Brothers Revue, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 
Nov. 3, 4 and 5, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org.

Leo Kottke, Nov. 7, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC 
Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Linda Purl and Cabaret's Lee Lessack 
Steppin' Out with My Baby, Sun., 
Nov. 6, 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

Jazz at the Library, Tony Corman Quintet; 
Friday, November 11; 8 p.m. the San 
Ramon Library, 100 Montgomery Street, 
San Ramon. $20 each (Seniors 62+ and 
Students $15) www.sanramonjazz.org/
wp/wp-admin/edit.php

Triple Forte (Trio including David Jalbert 
on piano), Nov. 12, 8 p.m. Del Valle Fine 
Arts Concert, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800.

April Verch, Folk Acoustic Fiddle Per-
former, Sat., Nov. 12, 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. www.firehousearts.org.

Pleasanton Community Concert Band, 
family concert Sun., Nov. 13, 2 p.m. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. . No admission charge.

Montrose, presented by Guitar Player 

Magazine, Thurs., Nov. 17 and Fri., Nov. 
18, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.

Al Stewart, Nov. 18, 8 p.m. LVPAC Pres-
ents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Men of Worth, Sat., Nov. 19, 8 p.m. Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org.

Robert Cray Band, blues, 5th anniversary 
Bankhead gala, Nov. 19, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Simon & Garfunkel Tribute, Nov. 18, 8 
p.m. Livermore High School Theater, 600 
Maple St., Livermore. ABC Music Store 
and Academy benefit Livermore school 
music programs. Advanced Ticket Sales  
ABC Music, 2156 First St, Downtown 
Livermore or call 925-443-1244

Liszt Festival - All Day Event Celebrating 
the Bicentennial of Franz Liszt, 2, 3:30, 5 
and 8 p.m. Sun., Nov. 20. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org.

Music Department Recital, Las Positas 
College, Wed., Nov. 30, 12:30 p.m. Mertes 
Center for the Performing Arts, on the 
Las Positas Campus, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. Ticket prices are $12 
general admission and $8 for students 
& seniors. www.brownpapertickets.com 
with the venue of Las Positas College, or 
call 1-800-838-3006. 

A Charlie Brown Christmas with David 
Benoit, jazz, Nov. 30, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC 
Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

 
ON THE STAGE
Thoroughly Modern Millie, Pacific Coast 

Repertory Theatre.  Oct. 7-23,   Thurs.- Sat. 
8 p.m. and Sun. 2 p.m. at the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org.

Capitol Steps, Oct. 22, 8 p.m. Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550 
Albion Rd., San Ramon. www.sanramon.
ca.gov 

The Jungle Book - Children's Theater,  
Las Positas College, Oct. 21 and 22, 7 
p.m. and 2 p.m. Mertes Center for the Per-
forming Arts, on the Las Positas Campus, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Ticket 
prices are $12 general admission and $8 
for students & seniors. www.brownpaper-
tickets.com with the venue of Las Positas 
College, or call 1-800-838-3006. 

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre, opens 
with Tony Award winning musical Hair-
spray, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Oct. 22, 23, 28, 29, 30 and 
Nov. 4, 5, 6. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

The Laramie Project, Oct. 27, 28 29 and 
Nov. 3, 4 and5 at the Amador Theater, 
1155 Santa Rita Rd.,   Pleasanton. Ama-
dor Valley High School drama students  
production. Friday nights, Oct. 28 and 
Nov. 4, the Amador Gay Straight Alli-
ance will join the cast and crew for an 
audience Q&A after the performances.  
No children under six and no children 
under 13 will be admitted without parent.  
Tickets are $5 for students and $8 for 
adults. Contact Kelsey Hartman (Drama 
Director) at khartman@pleasanton.k12.
ca.us or visi  www.amadordons.com for 
more information

CityRead with Jamie Ford, Oct. 27, 7 p.m. 
Free. Dougherty Valley Performing Arts 
Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San Ramon. 
www.sanramon.ca.gov 

Creatures of Impulse Nightmare, 7:30 
p.m., Thurs., Oct. 27, Fri., Oct. 28 and 
Sat., Oct. 29. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org.

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead by Tom Stoppard, October 28 
- November 19, Role Players Ensemble, 
8 p.m. Th., Fri., Sat., 2 p.m. Sun. Village 

Theatre, 233 Front St. Danville, www.
ci.danville.ca.us

Abraham Verghese, Professor for the The-
ory & Practice of Medicine at Stanford, 
Tuesday, November 8, 7:30 p.m. LLNL 
Presents The Rae Dorough Speakers Se-
ries at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

All My Sons, by Arthur Miller, Las Positas 
College fall production. Performance 
are November 11, 12, 18, 19, 8:30 p.m. 
and Nov. 13, 20 at 2 p.m. in the Mertes 
Center for the Performing Arts, on the Las 
Positas Campus, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Ticket prices are $12 general 
admission and $8 for students & seniors. 
Advance purchase tickets will be available 
online at www.brownpapertickets.com 
with the venue of Las Positas College, or 
call 1-800-838-3006. Tickets will also be 
available at the door. 

COMEDY
MacHomer, Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC 

Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Night at the Improv. November 18 - 19, 
8 p.m. Tickets $10. Front Row Theater, 
17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ramon. 
www.sanramon.ca.gov 

 
DANCE
Lakota Sioux Dance Theatre, Nov. 11, 

7:30 p.m. LVPAC Presents, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Momix Botanica, dance, Nov. 15, 7:30 p.m. 
LVPAC Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Friday night from Salsa to 
Swing, includes a group dance lesson 
at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 8:15 dance 
lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance parties. It's 
All About Dancing, 171 So. J Street, 
Livermore. 925-449-9292, or studio@
itsallaboutdancing.com.

MOVIES
Little Shop of Horrors sing-along will be 

held Sun., Oct. 30 at the Vine Cinema, 
1722 First St., Livermore. Hosting the 
event will be the Tri-Valley Rotary Club. 
Pre-event social at 5 p.m. includes food 
provided by Zephyr Grill; beer and wine 
available to those age 21 and over. Doors 
open for the sing-along at 6 p.m. Tickets 
are $15 adults and $10 children under 
12 (with parent or guardian). Call the 
ticket hotline at 925-273-1603 for more 
information.

Wine at the Vine. November 17, Come to 
the Vine for a showing of Bottleshock 
staring Alan Rickman, Chris Pine, and Bill 
Puman. At 6:30 PM Rodrigue Molyneaux, 
Occasio, Nottingham, and McGrail will 
be pouring wine tasting in the lobby. 
Wine by the glass will also be available 
as well as a full dinner menu. At 7:00 
the movie starts. Immediately preceding 
the movie, their will be a question and 
answer session. The panel will consist 
of Livermore marketers and winemakers 
such as Mark Clarin, Laura Ness, Lindsey 
Roffey, Collin Cranor, and John Kinney. 
$10 per person includes wine tasting and 
ticket. Vine Cimena is located in down-
town Livermore. 

Classic films at the Pleasanton Library,  
Las Positas College and the Pleasanton 
Public Library present the series. Theme 
this year is ‘Three Great Directors." Ad-
mission is free. The series is hosted by 
Candace Klaschus, Professor of Media 
Studies at Las Positas College. Klaschus 
offers a brief entertaining talk about each 
film prior to the screening.  The three great 
film directors featured in this year’s series 
are Howard Hawkes, John Ford and Alfred 
Hitchcock. Refreshments are served. A 
complete list of the ‘Three Great Direc-
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tors” films is available at the Pleasanton 
Public Library. Movies will be shown 
the first Thursday of each month through 
June 7, 2012.  No registration required. 
The library is located at 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, 
call Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale, Las Positas 

College Choir, featuring Anders Pauls-
son, Sun., Oct. 23, 3 p.m. Fundraiser 
for LPC. Tickets $20. Mertes Center for 
the Performing Arts, on the Las Positas 
Campus, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Liver-
more. www.brownpapertickets.com with 
the venue of Las Positas College, or call 
1-800-838-3006.

Broadway Chorus, presents Broadway 
A-Z, Nov. 11-13, Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, tickets www.trival-
leyrep.org.

 
OPERA
Broadcast from the Met, Dublin Regal 

Hacienda Cinema.  Anna Bolena, replay 
Wednesday afternoon, Nov. 2. Saturday 
morning, Oct. 29, Don Giovanni; replay 
Wednesday afternoon, Nov. 16. Sieg-
fried, Nov. 5; Satagraha, Nov. 19, Dec. 

7; Rodelinda, Dec. 3, Jan. 4; Faust, Dec. 
10 and Jan. 11; Enchanted Island, Jan. 
21; Gotterdammerung, Feb. 11; Ernani, 
Feb. 25 and March 14; Manon, April 7 
and 25; Turandot, April 14, May 2. First 
date is a morning showing, second date 
afternoon. Check for exact curtain time. 
560-0900.

Opera San José, double-bill, Leoncavallo’s 
emotional tour de force Pagliacci paired 
with Poulenc’s French monodrama La 
voix humaine. Eight performances are 
scheduled from November 12 through 27 
at the California Theatre, 345 South First 
Street in downtown San José. Tickets are 
on sale at the Opera San José Box Office, 
by phone at (408) 437-4450 or online at 
www.operasj.org. Pagliacci and La voix 
humaine are made possible, in part, by 
a Cultural Affairs Grant from the City 
of San José.

MISCELLANEOUS
M.o.M.’s Reading Time, ages 2 to 5 and 

families, Museum on Main monthly read-
ing program, 10 to 11 a.m. with theme 
related crafts immediately following. 
Admission is free. Donations are always 
appreciated. No Reservations required. 
Large groups or playgroups please call in 
advance: 925.462.2766 or email: educa-

tion@museumonmain.org.  November 
9: Giving Thanks- What are you thankful 
for? Enjoy books and make a craft to share 
at the Thanksgiving table. December 14: 
Snow Day- You never know where you’ll 
find snow! Join us for a cool morning 
of books and fun all about snow. 603 
Main Street, 

Pirates of Emerson - Haunting Fields & 
Corn Maze, through Oct. 31 at the Al-
ameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. 
Weekdays 7:30 to 10 p.m.; Fri. and Sat. 
7:05 to 11 p.m. Sat., Oct. 29, 7:05 p.m. 
to midnight. The Pirates of Emerson is a 
very intense atmosphere, with extensive 
use of smoke, strobe lights, animatronics 
and scores of freaky costumed characters. 
Not recommended for children under 
13. Doing our best to make Pleasanton 
UN-Pleasant! General $20, Speed Pass 
$30, Combo Ticket $40, Corn Maze $10. 
Bumpkin Patch, Carnevil, Bone Ball, 
Fields Family Corn Maze, Misfortune 
Teller and more! www.PiratesOfEmer-
son.com

Political Issues Book Club meets the 4th 
Tuesday of each month, and reads books 
about issues and trends that are driving 
current affairs in both the national and 
international arenas.  Topics that have 
been covered include politics, gover-

nance, economics, military affairs,  his-
tory, sociology, science, the climate, and 
religion.  Contact Rich at 872-7923, for 
further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a mem-
ber-centered book group led by a small 
group of book club veterans, with reading 
selections based on member recommen-
dations and consensus.  No homework 
required– share your insights or just listen 
in!  Contact Susan at 337-1282 regarding 
the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Philippa Gregory, bestselling author of 
"The Other Boleyn Girl," visits the Diablo 
Country Club on October 26 at 7:00pm, 
1700 Clubhouse Road, Diablo.  Ticket 
details at http://www.rakestrawbooks.
com/gregory.htm.  She will discuss 
and sign her new novel, "The Lady of 
the Rivers"  recent history book, "The 
Women of the Cousins’ War" (September 
2011, coauthored by David Baldwin and 
Michael Jones).

Downtown Halloween Carnival, Oct. 
29, 1 to 5 p.m. downtown Livermore. 
Presented by Livermore Downtown, Inc. 
www.livermoredowntown.com. 

Brew Crawl, Sat., Oct. 29, hosted by the 
Pleasanton Downtown Association (PDA) 
and sponsored by Handles Gastropub 

and the Pleasanton Main Street Brewery. 
Patrons can shop along Main Street, 
sample local craft beers and food pair-
ings.  Designated driver tickets for $10. 
Tickets at 3 for $25 at Handles on Main 
– 855 Main Street, Pleasanton Main Street 
Brewery – 830 Main Street and Redcoats 
Pub – 336 St. Mary Street.  Tickets will be 
available for $30 at 4:30 p.m. on the day 
of the event.  Tickets must be redeemed 
by 6 p.m.  Ticket price includes a com-
memorative beer glass and tasting map.  
Only 500 will be sold.  Event is rain or 
shine, no refunds. PDA is not responsible 
for lost, misplaced or stolen tickets.

Like There's No Tomorrow, Warren 
Miller's 62nd annual reminder that winter 
is on the way. Nov. 3, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Veteran's Day Parade and Ceremony, 
Nov. 6, downtown Pleasanton, 1 to 2 
p.m. Main Street.

Lithorama, annual rock and gem show, 
hosted by Livermore Valley Lithophiles. 
Nov. 19 and 20 at The Barn, 3131 Pacific 
Ave., Livermore. Something for all kids, 
young and old. Doors open at 10 a.m. $5 
adults, children under 12 free w/adult. 
www.lithophiles.com.

 

Verbal wit and comic treatment 
of philosophical issues in often 
bizarre theatrical contexts are 
found in Tom Stoppard’s Tony-
award winning Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern are Dead —- the 
second production of Role Players 
Ensemble’s 2011-2012 season.

The play runs Oct. 28 to Nov. 
19 with curtain time 8 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
on Sundays at the Village Theatre, 
233 Front St., Danville.

“Life is what you do while you 
wait for something to happen,” 
would be an apt description of 
this play.  Rosencrantz and Guil-
denstern, incidental characters in 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, are thrust 
into the forefront of this re-tell-
ing of Hamlet to brilliant absurd 
comic effect.

Almost as if they are trapped in 
a bad dream, stuck in the waiting 
room of life, their fates seem to be 
handed to them bit by bit as if it 
were all scripted. They are left to 
muse and rail at the absurd twists 
and turns that are handed down to 
them. In many ways, Rosencrantz 

and Guildenstern are Dead is a 
very funny rendering of the secret 
lives of “spear-carriers.”

Director Chris Ayles, return-
ing to Role Players after direct-
ing the critically acclaimed, The 
Foreigner, last season, says, 
“Tom Stoppard’s brilliant take 
on the Hamlet tale combines ab-
surdist, existential elements with 
Shakespeare’s original text.  Often 
likened to Beckett’s masterpiece, 
Waiting for Godot, it challenges 
the audience to use their imagi-
nation in ways unlike traditional 
theatre.”

Featured in the play are Damien 
Seperi as Rosencrantz and Charles 
Woodson Parker as Guildenstern, 
with Bill Dietz, Lindsey Murray, 
Craig Eychner, Charlie Guitron, 
Megan Miller, Ben Oldham, 
Carina Lastimosa Salazar and Eli 
Wirtschafter. 

Tickets can be purchased at  
www.villagetheatreshows.com; or 
925 314 3400; or at the Communi-
ty Center, 420 Front St, Danville.
More information is available at 
www.danvilletheatre.com Charles Woodson Parker (Guildenstern) and Damien Seperi (Rosencrantz) appear in Role Player's 

production. Photo - Eric Fraisher Hayes

Romney Steele, author of Plum 
Gorgeous: Recipes and Memories 
from the Orchard and My Nepen-
the: Bohemian Tales of Food, 
Family, and Big Sur will speak at 
2 pm on Sunday, October 23, 2011 
at the Livermore Public Library 
Civic Center, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue.  

There is no charge for this 
event.  Books will be available for 
sale and signing.

In Plum Gorgeous, Romney 
Steele recognizes the gorgeous-
ness that food—and particularly 
fruit—can be all on its own.  Plum 
Gorgeous celebrates seasonal fruit, 
encouraging cooks to use different 

recipes depending on their local 
fruit selection.  This visual and 
flavorful work of art is inspired by 
Romney’s time living in orchards, 
working in professional kitchens, 
and by her favorite books, destina-
tions, and chefs.  With each turn 
of the page, Plum Gorgeous cel-
ebrates the sensuous and enchant-

ing nature of fruit, as well as the 
pleasures and joys of the table.

Romney “Nani” Steele is a 
writer, cook, visual artist, and food 
stylist.  As the granddaughter of 
Bill and Lolly Fassett, creators of 
Nepenthe Restaurant, she grew 
up at the family business and 

opened Café Kevah, located on the 
grounds of Nepenthe.

The Friends of the Livermore 
Library have underwritten this pro-
gram as part of the Friends Authors 
and Arts Series.   For additional 
events, check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.net.

Author of 'Plum Gorgeous' to Speak at Livermore Library

Role Players Perform Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead
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The Grand Opening Preview 
of the new Tri-Valley YMCA 
Facility in Dublin is scheduled 
for Thursday, November 3 from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The public 
is invited to attend and celebrate 
the YMCA's expansion to the City 
Dublin at 6693 Sierra Lane, Suite 
F, Dublin.

Executive Director Kelly 
O'Lague Dulka describes the 
event as "an opportunity for the 
Tri-Valley YMCA to showcase 
the new facility to those who live 
and work in the Tri-Valley com-
munity.  We will share information 
about the programs and services 
available and explain how busi-
nesses and individuals can get 
involved."  Scheduled activities 
at this free public event include 
demonstrations, self-guided tours, 
informational displays, music and 
refreshments. Those in attendance 
will have the opportunity to win 
an Apple iPad 2 and a variety of 
other prizes.

Students at Fallon Middle 
School joined more than 2 mil-
lion others across the country to 
cross social and racial boundaries 
on Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2011, as part 
of the 10th annual Mix It Up at 
Lunch Day, an event designed to 
foster respect and understanding 
in schools.Mix It Up encourages 
students to sit with someone new 
in the cafeteria for just one day. 
Many schools held similar bar-
rier-busting activities throughout 
the day. Some use the event to 
kick off a yearlong exploration of 
social divisions.

Fallon 8th grader Grant Lemen 
told ASB Vice President Sean 
Haggerty, “I am looking forward 
to another year of Mix It Up Day 

 The School of Imagination, 
an education center that pairs 
typically developing children 
and children with developmental 
disabilities, announced that its 
state-of-the-art 12,000 square foot 
custom-built facility is open to the 
public at  9801 Dublin Boulevard 
in Dublin.

The ribbon cutting was the cul-
mination of a decade-long journey 
for school Founders Charlene and 
Mitch Sigman and their team of 
specialists and educators, who 
moved facilities for the eighth and 
final time.  

Beginning as Happy Talkers in 
2001, the Sigmans opened their 
rented family home for daycare 
and therapy, serving more than 120 
children each week. Happy Talkers 
rapidly evolved into the heralded 
community resource, School of 

Imagination, which provides de-
velopmental and educational pro-
grams as well as free screening and 
outreach services for children who 
may be battling developmental dis-
abilities such as Autism.  

Children without special needs 
benefit from the small class sizes, 
strong academics and individual-
ized attention.  “In this environ-
ment, children don’t learn preju-
dices and discrimination because 
of a person’s differences.  They 
learn compassion, patience and un-
derstanding.  It’s the way the world 
is supposed to be,” said Charlene 
Sigman, co-founder, School of 
Imagination. 

The founders note that the state-
of-the-art facility would not have 
been possible without contribu-
tions and support from hundreds 

of volunteers, dedicated staff 
members, as well as government, 
non-profit and corporate entities. 

Key support has been provided 
by Discovery Homes, the City of 
Dublin, Alameda County Super-
visor Scott Haggerty, Black Tie 
Transportation, Quest Foundation, 
Pleasanton North Rotary, Provid-
ing Autism Research for Kids 
Sake, Palo Alto Medical Founda-
tion, and Santa’s Charities.  

“It’s an absolute miracle that 
the community came together to 
provide this incredible gift for 
our children and families,” added 
Charlene Sigman. “We finally have 
a permanent home. It’s a dream 
come true.”

For more information, call 
(925) 682-6419 ext. 580 or email 
jnaval(at)discoveryhomes.com

because they change the theme and 
activities to where I have more op-
portunities to make new friends!”  
“Mix It Up Day is not only a time 
to make new friends, but a time to 
get to know your current friends 
even better!” stated an energetic 
FPT Leadership student Jaylen 
Vistosa.

More than 5,000 schools were 
expected to participate in this 
year’s Mix It Up at Lunch Day, 
which is sponsored by the South-
ern Poverty Law Center’s Teaching 
Tolerance project.

Student organizers agree that 
Mix It Up at Lunch Day encour-
ages students to cross group lines 
and meet new people. Mix It 
Up also fosters school spirit and 
unity, raises awareness about social 

boundaries and helps students meet 
different kinds of people.

Guidance counselor Kelly 
Zummo organizes the annual 
event at Fallon.  “This is our fourth 
year participating in national Mix 
It Up at Lunch Day.  It’s one of 
my favorite activities of the year; 
we’ve even mixed it up other days 
of the year too, not just the one.”  
Mrs. Zummo also stated, “Students 
need direction, they can’t be told 
just to sit with someone new; that’s 
not an easy thing to do.  Organiz-
ing a specific lunch time activity 
is essential.  Last year, students sat 
at the cafeteria tables by their birth 
month; so they automatically had 
at least one thing in common.  This, 
of course, brought all kinds of dif-
ferent kids to each table who might 
never sit together otherwise.  Over 
the course of the lunch period, 
they soon found out they had a lot 
more in common than just their 
birth month.”

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center launched Teaching Toler-
ance in 1991 to provide educators 
with free resources designed to 
reduce prejudice and promote 
respect for differences among our 
nation’s children. The Mix It Up 
program began in 2002.

The expansion of the YMCA 
was made possible by a grant from 
the City of Dublin and residential 
home developer Jordan Ranch 
Properties. This expansion now al-
lows for programs and services to 
take place at two facilities (Dublin 
and Pleasanton) in the Tri-Valley. 

The new facility includes a 
Family Wellness Center with an 
array of services ranging from 
recreational programs to mental 
health services to fitness and dance 
classes.  Throughout the year, the 
YMCA will continue to develop 
programs, classes and services to 
meet the needs of the Tri-Valley 
community. Up to date informa-
tion about programs and services 
is available at www.trivalleyymca.
org or www.facebook.com/trival-
leyYMCA

For additional information or to 
RSVP for this event call (925)263-
4444 or go to www.facebook.
com/trivalleyYMCA. RSVP's are 
requested but not required.

 

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, working with Loyola 
University, has won a $3.5 million 
grant from the National Institutes 
of Health to help develop a new 
anthrax vaccine.  The grant is the 
first major NIH-funded biodefense 
grant focused on LLNL’s nanolipo-
protein technology.

Nanolipoprotein (NLP) tech-
nology is a potential breakthrough 
in vaccine development. Today, 
many vaccines are based on a 
single protein derived from a 
specific pathogen (bacterial, viral, 
fungal).  The idea is that the body 
“sees” the protein as foreign and 
mounts an immune response to kill 
the invader, which keeps the body 
free from disease.

However, this approach to vac-
cine design has not been as effec-
tive as whole organism vaccines 
in protecting people from getting 
sick. NLP technology, pioneered 
by lab scientists Paul Hoeprich, 
Matt Colman, Nick Fischer and 
Craig Blanchette has the potential 
to revolutionize vaccine design, 
constituting a novel next-genera-
tion vaccine that can more readily 
prevent disease and better protect 
people. 

To achieve this, the scientific 
team has developed methods to 
mix NLPs with specific pathogen-
derived proteins. After the NLP 
and the proteins are mixed, the 

proteins anchor to the surface of 
the NLP.

Effectively, the NLP provides a 
delivery platform for the proteins 
of interest, and it is this construct 
that has been used successfully as 
a vaccine in mice. 

Under Hoeprich’s direction, 
Fischer, Blanchette and other sci-
entists have used NLPs to create 
a successful vaccine against West 
Nile Virus.  

LLNL has secured a series of 
patents to protect the intellectual 
property resulting from the NLP 
team’s inventions. 

The Lab’s share of the grant will 
come to about $2.5 million during 
the five-year period and will help 
support a team of approximately 
six scientists, many of whom 
have spent years pioneering NLP 
technology, said Amy Rasley, the 
LLNL biomedical scientist who 
co-authored the proposal along 
with Hoeprich and Adam Driks of 
Loyola University.  

“I spent most of my career 
working for pharmaceutical com-
panies,” said Hoeprich.  “Working 
at the Lab is like a dream come 
true for me because I’ve been able 
to come up with some interesting 
ideas and do the science necessary 
to turn them into tools that can 
impact global health, especially in 
under-developed countries.”

Army None Nathan D. Matkin-
shas graduated from Basic Combat 
Training at Fort Sill, Lawton, Okla.

During the nine weeks of training, 
the soldier studied the Army mission 
and received instruction and training 
exercises in drill and ceremonies, Army 
history, core values and traditions, mili-
tary courtesy, military justice, physical 

fitness, first aid, rifle marksmanship, 
weapons use, map reading and land 
navigation, foot marches, armed and 
unarmed combat, and field maneuvers 
and tactics.

Matkins is the son of Douglas and 
Terez Matkins of  Livermore. He is 
a 2011 graduate of Livermore High 
School.

School of Imagination Opens at New Site 

Fallon Middle School Students Take 
Part in Mix It Up at Lunch Day

'Y' Opening in Dublin 

Grant to Fund  Development of  
New Anthrax Vaccine
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The Granada High classes of 
1966 and 1967 are gathering for 
a reunion on October 22, 2011 at 
Alden Lane Nursery.

“The classes of ’66 and ’67 
are the “founding” students of 
Granada High School,” says Jac-
quie Williams Courtright, who is 
organizing the reunion. “We spent 
our first semester sharing space 
at Livermore High, then moved 
to the Granada campus in Janu-
ary, 1964. Mr. Lee, the principal, 
had to ring an old-fashioned hand 
school bell outside the buildings 
the first week because the bells 
didn’t work yet. It was a unique 
experience, being the student 
foundation for a new school.”

Former classmates as well as 
teachers are invited to the event. 
“Founding” teachers Mrs. Shugert 
(French teacher) and Miss Faoro 
(math) have confirmed that they 
will be attending.

The evening before the re-
union, October 21, is Granada’ 
homecoming game. The sixth an-

Leo R. Croce Elementary 
School celebrates a milestone as 
it turns 20 this month.  The school 
was named after former Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School Dis-
trict Superintendent (1973-1989), 
Leo R. Croce, who will attend the 
event. 

Croce graduated from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley 
(UCB) in 1947. He also received 
his teaching and administrative 
credentials and his master’s degree 
from UCB. Mr. Croce began his 
teaching career in the Oakland 
(California) Unified School district 
in July, 1948. During his 24 years 
in that district he served as teacher, 
counselor, coach, vice-principal, 
principal and as an Area Superin-
tendent. On July 1, 1973,  Croce 
was appointed Superintendent of 
the Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District, where he served 
for 16 years. This was the longest 
tenure of any superintendent in the 
history of the school district. Croce 
retired on June 30, 1989 mark-
ing 40 years in public education. 
In appreciation of the honor of 

For the fourth consecutive year, 
the Las Positas College Speech 
Team, the Talk Hawks, soared 
above tournament competition 
to capture the First Place Team 
Sweepstakes Award for Communi-
ty Colleges. The Talk Hawks also 
won Second Place overall in Indi-
vidual Events and Debate, ahead of 
teams from two- and four-year col-
leges and universities including the 
University of California, Berkeley. 
Las Positas College student Salim 
Razawi finished as Top Speaker 
for the tournament which featured 
18 teams and was held Oct. 7-9 at 
Santa Rosa Junior College. 

“I’m incredibly proud of this 
group of students,” said Las Posi-
tas College Director of Forensics 
Tim Heisler. “There were schools 
with much larger teams and entries 
at this competition, and yet our 
squad still managed to come out 
on top.”

Heisler expressed appreciation 
to American Equipment Rental of 
Redwood City for its donation of 
the Talk Hawks’ tournament entry 
fee. “Because of the drastic cuts 
colleges have experienced, we will 
require generous contributions like 
this to enable our program to con-
tinue at this high level,” he said. 
Organizations and individuals 
who would like to support the Talk 
Hawks are encouraged to contact 

The Foothill High School band in Pleasanton, under the direction 
of Josh Butterfield, competed in its first parade and field show com-
petitions of the season at the Cupertino High School Tournament of 
Bands recently.  Continuing an award winning tradition, Foothill came 
home with the following first place trophies in their division (AAAA): 
band field performance, percussion field performance, color guard 
field performance, band parade performance and color guard parade 
performance.

 

For the fourth consecutive year, the Las Positas College Speech Team, the Talk Hawks, soar above 
tournament competition to capture the First Place Team Sweepstakes Award for Community Colleges. 
Talk Hawk award-winning students are (from left) Lex Newman, Scott Ault, Weston Toste, Shea Wigton, 
Alexandra Penn, Sarah Kellner, Salim Razawi and Adam Neylan.

the Las Positas College Founda-
tion at (925) 424-1010.    

The Talk Hawks have a history 
of state, national and international 
awards in forensics including 
debate, public speaking, oral 
interpretation of literature and 
Readers Theater. In 2009, the 
Talk Hawks brought home the 
Second Place Sweepstakes Award 
from the International Forensics 
Association’s Speech and Debate 
Tournament held in Montreal, 
Canada.  It is their goal once again 
to attend this prestigious tourna-
ment scheduled in March 2012 in 
Rome, Italy.  

Following are the Talk Hawks 
award winners from the Santa 
Rosa tournament:

Salim Razawi of Dublin, Top 
Speaker of the Tournament, 1st 
Place - Prose Interpretation, Open 
Division, 2nd Place - Duo Inter-
pretation, Open Division, 2nd 
Place - Communication Analysis, 

Open Division, 3rd Place - Poetry 
Interpretation, Open Division

Shea Wigton of San Ramon, 
1st Place - Prose Interpretation, 
Novice Division; Weston Toste of 
Livermore, 1st Place - Persuasive 
Speaking, Open Division; Sarah 
Kellner of Brentwood, 1st Place 
- Speech to Entertain, Novice 
Division, 1st Place - Poetry Inter-
pretation, Novice Division; Lex 
Newman of Pleasanton, 3rd Place 
- Poetry Interpretation, Novice 
Division

Adam Neylan of Tracy, 1st 
Place - Programmed Oral Interpre-
tation, Open Division; 2nd Place - 
Duo Interpretation, Open Division; 
3rd Place - Speech to Entertain, 
Open Division; Finalist - Prose 
Interpretation, Open Division. 
Scott Ault of Pleasanton, Finalist 
- Informative Speaking, Novice 
Division; Alexandra Penn of San 
Ramon, 3rd Place - Communica-
tion Analysis, Open Division.

    

nual alumni barbeque will be held 
in the Alumni Plaza on the Granada 
campus prior to the game.

“Granada High has changed a 
lot since that January, 1964 open-
ing,” says Courtright. “Homecom-
ing weekend, the barbeque and 
reunion, is a great way to reconnect 
with old friends and memories, 
and discover the changes over the 
years.”

 Reunion starts at 4:00 p.m. at 
Alden Lane on Saturday, October 
22. For more information about the 
reunion, contact Jacquie Williams 
Courtright at Jacquie@aldenlane.
com or 925 447-0280.

 Alumni barbeque starts at 5:00  
p.m. at the Alumni Plaza on the 
Granada campus. For more infor-
mation about the alumni barbeque, 
contact Steve Goodman at Stevep-
goodman@gmail.com

 For information about the 
Granada homecoming game on 
October 21, visit the Granada High 
website http://www.granadahigh.
com/

  

dedicating the school in his name,  
Croce and his family established 
a perpetual scholarship fund. This 
fund awards a college scholarship 
each year to an outstanding stu-
dent who attended Croce School 
and graduated from a Livermore 
School District high school.

While celebrating 20 years of 
service, Croce will also kickoff 
its commitment to reading. The 
celebration begins at 8:45 a.m. 
on the Croce playground with 
a dance performance to a song 
title Gotta Keep Reading. The 
celebration will end with small 
cakes for the students (donated 
at cost by Nothing Bundt Cakes). 
The schools’ commitment to read-
ing will continue with their PTA 
sponsored Scholastic Book Fair 
October 17-21.

Former principals, teachers, 
students and parents are invited to 
join in the celebration. Information 
about the event is posted on the 
Croce website: croce@schoolloop.
com or you may call the school 
office at  (925) 606-4706.

 

Foothill Band Brings Home Trophies

Granada Grads from 1966 and 
1967 Planning Reunion 

Croce Elementary Turns 20 
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board or email information to editmail@com-
puserve.com. Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

3rd annual Breast Cancer Awareness 
Event, Fri., Oct. 21, 6:30 p.m. Holy Cross 
Parish Hall, 1020 Mocho St., Livermore. Ap-
petizers and drinks served. $5 entry donation. 
Evening of shopping, socializing and fun. 
Hosted by Livermore Moms Philanthropy 
Committee. Benefits HERS Breast Cancer 
Foundation. Information contact philan-
thropy@livermoremoms.com.

Holiday Boutique, Sat., Oct. 29, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Ambrose D. 
Regalia Auxiliary to VFW at Veteran's Memo-
rial Building, 301 Main St., Pleasanton. Lots 
of handcrafted items. Snack bar open. 

Silent Auction, support hospitalized vet-
erans, annual fund-raiser, holiday shopping on 
Nov. 2, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Veterans Hospital 
Country Store, 4951 Arroyo Rd., Livermore. 
Information 449-6448.

Heritage Estates Annual Holiday Bou-
tique, Fri., Nov. 4 and Sat., Nov. 5, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. each day at Heritage Estates, 900 East 
Stanley Boulevard, Livermore. Handcrafted 
gifts and baked goods made by residents and 
their families. Items include jewelry, jams & 
jellies, scarves, blankets, kitchen helpers, and 
much more.

Annual Holiday Bazaar, Friday and Sat-
urday, November 4-5, from 9am-4pm. Hand-
made gifts, ornaments, and holiday decorations. 
Homemade jams, jellies, and baked goods. 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho 
Street, Livermore. Free admission. 

Animal Lover's Boutique, a small animal-
themed gift boutique in the lobby of Feline 
Medical Center in Pleasanton, donations and 
the proceeds from the boutique go into Jackie 
Barnet's Just Like New fund (JLN). Sat., Nov. 
5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Suite B1, 3160 Santa 
Rita Road, Pleasanton. For more information, 
please contact Cindy Ferrin (925-323-8517) 
cferrin@pacbell.net or visit the Valley Humane 
Society website, www.valleyhumane.org.

Livermore Lions annual Christmas 
Boutique, Nov. 5, 2011 at the Bothwell Arts 
Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. Handcrafted 
items. 

2nd Annual Pasta Feed Fund-raiser, 
Exceptional Needs Network, Sat., Nov. 5, 5 to 
10 p.m. at the Robert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. Raffle 
prizes, good foods, good times for a good cause. 
Dinner catered by A Tasteful Affair. Elbow 
room will be open for children activities and 
respite. Adults $25, children $15. Tickets can be 
purchased online at http://ennetwork.org/pasta/
Pasta_Dinner/Pasta_Dinner_Fundraiser.html. 
All proceeds benefit annual summer camp.

37th Annual Carnival, benefit Heifer 
International, 3 to 7 p.m. Sat., Nov. 5. Heifer 
International is an organization that fights world 
hunger by promoting sustainable agricultural 
practices in developing countries and the USA. 
There will be games, a cake walk, an animal 
exhibition, home cooked meals, baked goods, 
fresh vegetables sales, craft sales, and a costume 
parade. Come in either street clothes or Hal-
loween costumes. International donations will 
donations to the organization will be facilitated 
at the carnival. Heifer International gift items 
will also be available for purchase.

Barton Reading Program fund-raiser, 
Stella and Dot Trunk Show. Sun., Nov. 13, 
2:30 p.m. 7669 Martin Canyon Rd., Dublin. 
Afternoon of fun and fashion; 15% of all 
sales go to the Barton Tutor Program. Raffle 
opportunity. Preview at www.stelladot.com/
sites/arzubrown.

Christmas Boutique, Dec. 3, Veterans 
Hall, 5th and L Streets, Livermore. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Refreshments available. Hosted by 
Unit 287 Livermore, Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Fleet Reserve Association. Funds help troops 
stationed overseas and/or a veterans' project in 
Livermore. Vendors interested in participating, 
contact Polly, 447-5986.

Trick or Treat at the East Bay SPCA, 
Sunday October 23 in Dublin, 1 to 3 p.m. 
2011 1pm-3pm. Little ones will have a spook-
tacular time trick or treating, participating 
in a cavenger hunt, crafts, games and animal 
visits. Costumes are encouraged. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. For more 

information, please visit www.eastbayspca.
org or call 925.479.9670. 

Livermore Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner is having a planning / volunteer meet-
ing. Anyone interested in helping out, please 
attend on Wednesday, November 9 at 7:00 
PM, in the Bothwell Center at 2466 8th Street, 
Livermore.  Volunteer sign-ups will be started 
at this meeting. For more information please 
visit  http://www.lctd.org   

Free flu shots, Alameda County Public 
Health Nurses will be administering free flu 
shots for Seniors on Thursday, Oct 27, between 
9:30 AM and 2 PM at the Robert Livermore 
Senior Center, 4444 East Ave; Livermore. 
Questions, call (925) 560-5860

BPW (Business and Professional 
Women), meeting 6 p.m. Wed., Oct. 26 at 
Applebees. Presentaion on Alzheimer's Disease 
from the 10 warning sings to living a life with 
meaning. Dinner at 6:30 p.m., cost is $20. 
Please contact Sally Fram at sallyfrahm@att.
net  or  925-413-6065, or Madge Takemori at  
925-449-7185.

Livermore Library Board, meets 7 p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 27 at the Civic Center Library, 1188 
So. Livermore Ave. An agenda will be posted at 
the library 72 hours prior to the meeting.

READ Project, There are adults in our 
community who struggle with basic reading 
and writing skills. Become a volunteer literacy 
tutor. A free tutor training workshop will be held 
at the Livermore Library on Saturday, October 
29, from 9AM-4PM. Once rained, a volunteer 
can tutor any day or any time. To register, or 
for more information, call 373-5507. The 
READ Project is a service of the Livermore 
Public Library. 

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Sat., Oct. 22, 35 miles vineyard tour 
of Livermore, meet 9:30 a.m. at Charles R 
Winery, Karen Ball, 408-406-2266 or Gail 
Blanco, 872-1001. Sun., Oct. 23, 58 miles, San 
Ramon-3 Bears loop, meet 9:30 a.m. Bollinger 
Canyon Park & Ride, Alberto, 510-825-9581. 
Wed., Oct. 26, 42 miles to Mt. Diablo Junc-
tion and Walnut Creek, meet 10 a.m. at San 
Ramon Central Park, Dave Leddon, 462-0727. 
Anyone planning to go on a ride is asked to 
call the leader for details on where to meet 
and what to bring.

Love A Doll Club meets on the second 
Thursday morning of each month. Come share 
the love, knowledge and collection of dolls and 
doll related items. For more detailed informa-
tion, call 925-447-5149.

Grant Writing Workshop, Las Positas 
College Community Education will sponsor a 
Grant Writing Workshop on Wednesday Octo-
ber 26 from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM. Participants 
will learn the steps in nonprofit grant writing, 
and are invited to bring their own grant pro-
posals to the workshop for a private critique 
from the instructor. The workshop instructor 
is Patricia Belding, long-time Tri-Valley grant 
consultant and former field representative/pro-
gram analyst for the federal Office of Economic 
Opportunity. Register online at www.lasposi-
tascollege.edu/communityed or by telephone at 
(925) 424-1467 with credit card. To register by 
mail send payment to: Community Education, 
Las Positas College, 3000 Campus Hill Drive, 
Livermore CA 94551

Dance, Dance, Dance, Sat., Nov. 5, lesson 
from 7:30 p.m., dancing until 11 p.m. Benefit 
for Rohi Children's Home in Nakuru, Kenya. 
Hosted by Our ChristianSingles CarPool. 
Music by The Phantom DJ. PSC Event Hall, 
5353 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton. Information, 
408-421-2743 or 918-3344. Suggested dona-
tion: $15 to $10.

Bioidentical Hormones - What Can 
They Do For You??  Dr. Lynne Mielke, 
M.D. will discuss why they are safer than the 
pharmaceutical alternatives.  Oct. 25, 7:00 
-8:00 pm at Optimal Health Spectrums, 4463 

Stoneridge Dr., Suite A, Pleasanton.  Seminar 
Space is limited to 20 participants.  Please call 
925-846-8000 to RSVP.  Free.

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All Mili-
tary" is a 501(c)3 non profit military support 
organization based in Livermore. S.A.M. has 
been in operation since January 2004 and is 
dedicated to the continued support of our de-
ployed troops. Preparation of comfort packages 
takes place every other week - all year long. 
Providing morale support for those deployed. 
All information provided is confidential and 
is not shared for security purposes. To submit 
a name and address, inquire about donations 
or helping, please visit www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events. 

VFW Post 7265, Livermore, invites Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, all military branches, 
to join the group. Any age veteran welcome to 
meetings held 1st and 3rd Mondays at 7 p.m. 
(2000 hours), 522 South L St., Livermore. 
Camaraderie, support, connections, advocacy, 
distinction and community service. Informa-
tion, contact Vice Commander Virgil Stanger 
at 455-5039 or go to www.vfwwebcom.
org/ca/post7265.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, Peaceful War 
Protest on the fourth Wednesday of the month, 
October 26 between 5 - 6 at the corners of First 
and Neal Streets. www.Pleasantonians4Peace.
org

Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR), Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter, 
meets 9:30 a.m. first Saturday of the month from 
September to May at Asbury United Method-
ist Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore. DAR 
is a women's service organization. Members 
are descended from a patriot of the American 
Revolution and are dedicated to patriotism, 
preservation of American history, and securing 
America's future through education. Contact 
Maris at 443-3087 or mhl3frog@yahoo.com.

Toastmasters - Livermore Lunch Bunch 
meets Mondays at noon, conference room, 2157 
First St., Livermore. Learn to develop commu-
nication and leadership skills in a supportive 
environment that fosters self-confidence and 
personal growth. www.livermoretoastmasters.
org. Sept. 15, 12:15 p.m. ribbon cutting cer-
emony and open house planned.

D.A.R. Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Jose Marie Amador Chapter, 
Pleasanton. Meetings first Saturday of the 
month. Group is comprised of descendants 
of Patriots of the American Revolution. It is 
a service organization that provides contests, 
awards and scholarships. For members, 
prospective members, and information on 
meeting location, contact Ann 510-507-5509 
or anarcisco@comcast.net.

TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly), meets 
at Hillcrest Community Gardens Building, 550 
Hillcrest Ave., Livermore. Mondays, 6:15 to 
6:45 p.m. private weigh-in, 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. 
meeting. All are welcome. Non-profit, self-help 
organization founded in 1950. TOPS members 
are guided by a nutritionist and a medical doctor 
at the national headquarters. Members are en-
couraged to use the diabetic exchange program 
and are free to use whatever food they plan. 
Information, contact Sue at 462-6281.

The Writing Club, Young Adults, ages 
12- 21, are invited to join The Writing Club 
at the Livermore Public Library, Civic Center. 
The Writing Club will meet once a month on 
Thursdays, November 3, and December 1, 
2011, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, for an evening of 
writing with author J.L. Powers. There is no 
charge to join. Take writing a step further by 
learning about publishing and how to expand 
writing horizons. For more information, please 
visit TEEN SPACE on the library’s website: 
www.livermorelibrary.net, or contact Sandy 
at 925-373-5500 extension 5583.

Pleasanton Military Families is a Pleas-
anton based support group for those who have 
a loved one serving in the Military. The group 
gathers at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month to share concerns, fears, and to 
celebrate the joys that are experienced. There 
is no better support than being surrounded by 
others who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect supplies 
and sends care packages to the troops. Please 
contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for the loca-
tion of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a support 
group for families in Livermore who have a 
loved one serving in the Military, is intended 
to be a safe place for family members to come 
and share their experiences and concerns with 
others who understand what they are going 
through. All family members are welcome to 
attend meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thurs-
day of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more information 
please call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or 
email livermoremilitaryfamilies@yahoo.

Adult Volunteer Case Managers, The 
Tri-Valley Youth Court (TVYC) needs adult 
volunteers to serve as case managers for the 
youth participating in the program. TVYC is 
a nonprofit diversion program working with 
middle and high school youth who have been 
arrested for misdemeanor or lesser crimes. 
Please visit www.communityyouthcourts.
com/Community_Youth_Courts/Volunteer_ 
Positions.html or contact Tonya Clenney at 
337-7175 or tonyaclenney@trivalleyyouth-
court.com.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at 
(925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with a mis-
sion to distribute stuffed animals to social 
services, emergency services, medical facili-
ties and anyone who needs a hug. Based in 
Livermore, the group reaches around the Bay 
Area and the world. Volunteers needed to hold 
collections of gently used teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals, assist with fund-raising and 
deliver the animals to organizations supported 
by the group. Meetings 2nd Thursday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police Sta-
tion. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org or call 
373-7982 for more information.

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Livermore Char-
ter, Christensen, Arroyo Seco, East Avenue, 
Livermore High and Granada High schools, 
Pleasanton Seahawks and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in the Valley. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

RELIGION
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 

the Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations 
(csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith Seid, 
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or East-

BaySecularJews.org. 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-

more, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is held 
at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church and reading 
room are located at Third and N Streets. The 
Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Livermore. 
Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
worship (semi-formal); 9:45 a.m. adult Bible 
study/Sunday school; 11 a.m. worship (infor-
mal). For information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 4743 
East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. Sunday wor-
ship. Information 447-1950. 

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 
Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open 
and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for 
more information. 

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, ser-
vices on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ All 
are welcome.

The deaf community is invited to worship 
at First Presbyterian Church in Livermore, 
where ASL translation will be provided every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. The church is located on 
the corner of 4th and L streets. 

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Sunday school or Bible study for all ages at 9:45 
a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
nights there is adult Bible study at 6:45 and 
NRG and Re.Gen for youth, and children's 
choir for kids. Child care during all events. 
447-1848, www.trinitylivermore.org.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire La 
Scola at 447-9800.

Mass of Remembrance, Come, remem-
ber, and give thanks for all the persons you 
have loved and who have died, at a Mass of 
Remembrance on Monday November 14 at 
7:30pm at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton.Family and 
friends are invited to join this special evening. 
If you wish, bring a small picture or memento 
of your loved one.

Community HU* Chant is the theme of 
a non-denominational prayer activity Wednes-
day, Oct. 26 at 7:30 PM. The Community HU 
is held once a month each 4th Wednesday 
at The Heritage Estates, 2nd Floor Activity 
Room at 900 East Stanley Blvd, Livermore. 
For further information, Please contact http://
eck-ca.org/  by computer, or call Kathy at 
(925) 944-0118.




