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See Inside Section A
Sec t ion  A i s  f i l l ed  wi th 
information about arts, people, 
entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

MUSTARD
What do you add to your favorite dog? Ketchup? Nah. Onions? No way!  
It's gotta be Mustard. He's a 5 year old Clumber Spaniel mix weighing in at 50 
pounds of All-American dog. Mustard has a relish for life that has resulted in 
some antics such as cat chasing and fence climbing, but he's trying to find his 
way into a forever home where he's the favorite condiment. He'll reward you  
with a lifetime of flavor and fun. Adopt Mustard at Valley Humane Society,  
3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton. Open Tuesday through Saturday,10am - 4pm. 
Visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656 for more information.

Photo: Valley Humane Society/V. Kelly

PET OF THE WEEK

Democratic Congressman Eric 
Swalwell of Dublin is being chal-
lenged by Republican Rudy Peters 
of Livermore in the 15th District, 
which reaches from Livermore 
westward to Hayward and Union 
City, and northward along the 
I-680 corridor into San Ramon.

The Independent asked the 
candidates whether there should 
be new gun laws, fewer gun laws, 
or retention of the status quo. Also, 

should Justice Brett Kavanaugh 
have been appointed to the Su-
preme Court, and what did they 
learn from the broadcasting of the 
proceedings, and the background 
check? 

Has the #MeToo movement 
gone too far, or not far enough?  
Is there a role for Congress to 
provide legislation to support 
the movement’s goals to provide 
transparency concerning sexual 
harassment?

Candidates were asked what 
bills they would author in the next 
session.

The tax plan passed by Con-
gress and signed by President 
Trump raises $1 trillion more in 
future national debt. Will that harm 
the economy, or any individuals, or 
will it help the economy? Will it 
make any difference?

The president has raised tariffs 
on certain goods. Will that help or 
hurt the U.S. economy, or wind up 
being a wash?

Do the candidates support 
NAFTA, and other free-trade 
agreements?

Are any adjustments to the Af-
fordable Care Act needed?

Candidates also were ques-
tioned whether there are district 

transportation needs that a House 
representative should address with 
more funding? 

Candidates appear in alphabeti-
cal order.

RUDY PETERS
Rudy Peters notes that he is a 
husband, father, youth mentor, 
U.S. Navy veteran and owns a 
Service Disabled Veteran Owned 
Small Business. He has worked for 
Sandia National Labs, Lockheed 
Martin, General Dynamics and 
Sierra Nevada Corporation, hold-
ing several leadership positions 
from systems engineer to program 
director. He has managed highly 
sensitive U.S. defense programs 
in excess of $100 million, all of 
which are classified.

Peters said that California 
has the toughest gun laws in the 
country. “The lack of enforcement 
of our gun laws must change. 
We must balance the right of all 
Americans to protect themselves 
with the growing need to keep 
guns from those that would break 
the law.” 

Peters said that many mass 
shootings since 1900 in the United 
States were carried out by people 
who had serious mental disorders. 

Swalwell, Peters View Congressional Issues

Downtown Pleasanton merchants hosted a Halloween Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, October 20th. 
Starting at the Museum on Main, costumed youths were issued maps of participating merchants along 
with a clue that, once solved, led to additional locations with treats and clues. 
Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Families enjoying Dublin’s Jordan Ranch Park, which opened in 
February 2018 and is connected by a bike path and trail. Park 
amenities include: two playground areas; a basketball court; a grass 
volleyball court; a group picnic area with tables and barbecues; 
spaces for informal family picnics; an open space meadow for 
informal sports, games, and activities; trail access; water fountains; 
and restrooms.
Photo - Doug Jorgensen

With the threat of a lawsuit from 
IKEA, and the possibility there 
may even be a referendum oppos-
ing it, the Dublin City Council on 
November 8 will resume its discus-
sion of the controversial proposal 
for an IKEA store and adjacent 
walkable shops.

The meeting, which will begin 
at 6:30 p.m., is a continuation of 
the original council meeting Oct. 
16 that saw five hours of staff and 
applicant presentations, public 
comment, and council discus-
sion. Public testimony was closed 
Oct. 16, and will not be reopened 
Nov. 8.

Councilmember Abe Gupta said 
that 12 hours before the October 16 
meeting, an IKEA attorney sent the 
city a warning that it would sue the 
city if the council does not approve 
the plan.

Gupta said he wanted more time 
to learn just what vulnerabilities the 
city might have in a lawsuit, and 
asked the staff to research it. He 
said that he, the council and public 
need facts about laws relevant to 
property zoning decisions.

IKEA’s 27-acre parcel is located 
at the Hacienda Drive gateway to 

Under Suit 
Threat, Dublin 
to Discuss 
IKEA Store

Candidate 
Responds  
To Questions 
About Postings

Livermore Moves 
Ahead With Retail
By Bruce Gach

Livermore Council 
Candidate Offers Views
One of the five candidates on 
the ballot for the Livermore City 
Council, Rosmary Bartsch, has 
not been campaigning for personal 
reasons. However, she has said that 
if elected, she would serve.

She was asked by The Indepen-
dent to respond to questions about 
why she is running, her view of the 
urban growth boundary, affordable 
housing, and the downtown plan.

Her comments follow:
Bartsch said that she is running 

for city council because Livermore 
is such a unique community. It of-
fers the best of what California has 

to offer its citizens, from a variety 
of outdoor activities, arts and sci-
ences, to wine country living. She 
states, “I feel very fortunate to call 
Livermore home.” 

She notes that she is an estate 
planning attorney who opened her 
business, Bartsch Law, in 2004. 
“With my degree from Hastings 
Law School, I have worked in 
the financial field for most of 
my career and have an extensive 
business, accounting and tax 
background. I have enjoyed every 
part of this journey and hope to 
use these skills as a Livermore 

In an era of information overload 
and sometimes intentional decep-
tion, how do we know whether 
what we encounter online is trust-
worthy or not?

Earlier this month, a Stanford 
expert offered advice for students, 
teachers and the public at large: 
Be like professional fact-checkers, 
who make an effort to discover the 
source of a claim as well as find 

competing opinions and support-
ing evidence.

The expert, Joel Breakstone, 
called the process “horizontal 
reading” in reference to the fact-
checkers’ custom of opening 
multiple websites so that they can 
easily scan new pages for context 
and background on a topic and its 
origins.

Breakstone is director of 

the Stanford History Education 
Group, which aims to improve 
understanding of online informa-
tion, as well as the teaching, criti-
cal thinking and understanding of 
historical documents.

He spoke earlier this month at 
Livermore’s Bankhead Theater as 
part of the Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series.

Founded in 2002, the Stanford 

History Education Group focused 
initially on preparing teachers 
to deal with urban schooling 
challenges. Its teacher education 
program developed new ideas 
for helping students learn to read 
historical texts and think creatively 
about them.

More recently, the group gained 
national attention when it pub-
lished preliminary findings from a 

Advice From Stanford Expert
On Judging Online Information
By Jeff Garberson

(See ONLINE INFO, page 8)

(See SILER, page 9)

(See LIVERMORE COUNCIL, page 8)

(See CONGRESSIONAL, page 9)

(See BARTSCH, page 9)

Last Friday, a representative of a 
company vetting Livermore City 
Council candidate Brent Siler 
shared with The Independent 
Siler’s Facebook postings. The 
postings led this newspaper to 
question Siler about their content.

Several of them focused on the 
Black Lives Matter (BLM) move-
ment and his views of it.

Asked to comment on the 
information provided to The In-
dependent, Siler responded that 
people are trying "to pick certain 
segments of something I said to use 
against me and paint a picture that 
I am racist or some other narrative 
they want to tell people." 

"I am sure they are digging 
through everything I have posted 
since 2009."   

Siler said, "This post was after 
a lot of videos surfaced online 
about people who were taunting 
police officers with comments 
like, 'what crime am I suspected 
of' or claiming sovereign citizen 
status after being pulled over for a 
traffic violation. Would not allow 
a officer to finish his duties and 
they were arrested for different 
reasons and it was being aired all 
over national news."  

Siler gave The Independent 

At last Monday’s Livermore 
City Council meeting, council 
members voted unanimously to 
authorize the City Manager to 
execute a Disposition and Devel-
opment Agreement (DDA) with 
Red Bear Property Management 
to develop the commercial space 
in the Downtown Center. The 
agreement contains the terms of 
the sale of 12,900 sf of city-owned 
land near the Blacksmith Square. 

Red Bear would be responsible 
for constructing and operating 
approximately 8600sf of com-
mercial retail space designed in 
a manner compatible with Black-
smith Square, actively interfacing 
with Stockmen’s Park. The agree-
ment also includes a contribution 
to the maintenance cost of Stock-
men’s Park and incorporation of a 
public restroom facility for retail 
customers and those using the 
park. The agreement specifies a 
26 month completion time. Rep-
resenting his family, the owners of 
Red Bear, Mike Madden thanked 
the City of Livermore and the 
Stockmen. 

In the public hearing, Ken 
Bradley questioned the timing 
of the council’s action since the 
DDA was not available before 
the meeting and does not have 
exhibits attached to it. He also 
mentioned that the purchase price 
of $50,000 seems a little bit low.  

David Kent noted that Black-
smith Square is really the visual 

(See IKEA, page 9

Brent Siler

Rosmary Bartsch

Downtown Center
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Coffee with the Candidate

Friday, 10/26: 9am - 10:30am
Espresso Rosetta 
206 S “J” St.  

Saturday, 11/3: 8am - 9:30am
Panama Bay Coffee Company
2115 First St.

Paid for by The Committee To Elect Dave Vonheeder – LVJUSD 
Trustee 2018 – 2879 Waverley Way, Livermore, CA 94551
Committee ID #1407328 

Paid Political Ad

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor
925.980.3561

linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605

PRICED LOW, SINGLE STORY!  

5922 Running Hills Avenue
3 bed, 2 bath, 1588 Sq Ft.
Great investor or first time  

home opportunity.
$675,000

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4

IT’S TIME TO SAVE 37%
ON YOUR ELECTRIC BILL.

*

Go solar with Sunrun!

Hey Livermore,

GO SOLAR,
GET $1,000**

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TM

*Based on estimates of what customers who enrolled with Sunrun in California between January 2016 and April 2018 would have paid for energy over 20 years versus estimates of what they may pay with Sunrun over 20 years. Analysis 
assumes consistent energy usage, annual utility rate increases of 3.76%, and full utilization of the 30% solar Investment Tax Credit by the system owner. Savings are not guaranteed and will vary based on various factors, including Sunrun 

product type, actual energy usage, actual system production, geography, weather, shade, and actual utility rate structures and rate increases. Contact Sunrun for a more individualized estimate.
**Visit www.sunrun.com/tos/2018-End-of-Year-1000-California-Offer

Visit www.sunrun.com/Livermore or call us at 1-925-453-3299 to learn more.

The_Independent_Print_Ad_10x10.5.indd   1 10/19/18   4:00 PM

On October 9, Assembly-
woman Catharine Baker 
(R-San Ramon) and Al-
ameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty joined lo-
cal officials and Tri-Valley 
residents and commuters to 
break ground on a new park-
ing garage at the Dublin-
Pleasanton BART station 
to serve the Tri-Valley. The 
garage was made possible 
when Assemblywoman 
Baker and Supervisor Hag-
gerty worked together to 
secure state funding and the 
necessary land.

“Tri-Valley commuters 
have been frustrated by a 
lack of parking at the Dub-
lin/Pleasanton BART station 
for more than a decade,” 
said Baker. “The new garage 
will make life easier for 
BART passengers, drivers 
who will spend less time 
in traffic, and local resi-
dents who will not have to 
compete for street parking. 
This is what happens when 
leaders work together to 
deliver real benefits to their 
communities.”

“A new parking structure 
in Dublin at the Dublin/
Pleasanton BART station 
is long overdue,” said Hag-
gerty. “It will bring much 
needed relief to our residents 
who are simply just trying to 
get to work each day. The 
existing parking structure 
quickly fills up, and there are 
over 3,000 people on a wait-
list for permit/reserved at the 
Dublin/Pleasanton Station. 
This project will allow more 
people to utilize BART and 
take more cars off our local 
roads and freeways. I am 
proud to have worked with 
Assemblywoman Catharine 
Baker to deliver this new 
parking structure for our 
constituents.”

The original plan by 
BART for the Dublin Tran-
sit Village included a second 
540-space garage adjacent 
to the first parking structure. 
Yet for more than a decade, 
BART made no progress 
on that second garage. In 
response to inquiries by 
Assemblywoman Baker, 
BART claimed to lack fund-

ing for the promised struc-
ture, which BART estimated 
would cost $37 million. 
In 2017, Assemblywoman 
Baker secured $20 million 
for the garage, with lo-
cal agencies pledging the 
rest of the funding. BART, 
however, refused to move 
forward. Assemblywoman 
Baker and County Supervi-
sor Haggerty then developed 
an alternative plan to pro-
vide the new garage without 
BART’s involvement.

Once completed, the ga-
rage will provide 650-700 
parking spaces to ease the 
backlog of commuters who 
have applied for parking 
passes at the BART garage. 
The additional parking will 
allow more commuters to 
use public transportation, 
easing congestion on lo-
cal freeways and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
The garage will be a state-
of-the-art convertible struc-
ture, allowing it to be used 
for housing or office space 
if the parking it provides is 
no longer needed in future 

years.
Also in attendance were 

Michael Tree, executive 
director of the Livermore 
Amador Valley Transit Au-
thority, which will lead the 
building of the garage; Wil-
lie Hopkins, director of the 
Alameda County Depart-
ment of General Services; 
and officials from the cities 
of Dublin and Pleasanton.

Assemblywoman Baker and Supervisor Haggerty 
Break Ground on Dublin-Pleasanton Parking Garage

 Pictured from left are Pleasanton Mayor Jerry Thorne, State Senator Steve Glazer, 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty, Assemblywoman Catharine Baker and Dublin Mayor 
Dave Haubert.
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Rosmary Bartsch opened Bartsch Law in downtown Livermore  
over 14 years ago. Rosmary will listen to the community and help the 

City achieve its goals without losing its distinctive character.

A Downtown Plan 
For The People
The City asked for our input, then 
ignored it – but Rosmary will 
fight to change that. She wants 
a downtown plan that works for 
Livermore residents, solves the 
parking problems, and preserves 
our unique wine-country charm.  
She supports a Westside Hotel.

Protect The Urban 
Growth Boundary
Rosmary prioritizes environmental 
issues and believes the Urban 
Growth Boundary is a big part of 
what makes Livermore such a special 
place to live. She’ll always fight to 
protect the Urban Growth Boundary 
to make sure we never compromise 
Livermore’s special character.

Public Safety And 
Homelessness
Rosmary will work to ensure 
the police and fire personnel 
who keep our city safe are fully 
funded, and will spearhead a 
collaborative effort to develop 
programs to assist  the 
homeless.  

BARTSCH
for Livermore  

                                   City Council 

         Rosmary

She’ll listen to Livermore

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of The Independent. 
The Independent will not 
publish anonymous letters. 
All letters are required to 
have the names of the per-
sons submitting them. Abu-
sive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter 
writers may have publica-
tion of their letters delayed. 
Letters should be sent by 
email to editmail@com-
puserve.com)

Catharine Baker 
Endorsement
Lori Souza
I think Catharine Baker 
has earned our vote.  She’s 
passed legislation for 
smarter transportation 
solutions like BART 
to ACE in Livermore, 
held the University of 
California accountable to 
put California students 
first, secured funding 
for our K-12 schools, 
and authored several 
bills to protect crime 
victims and to keep our 
community safe. Her 
record speaks for itself. It 
is disheartening to see the 

misleading attacks against 
our Assemblywoman 
in this election. If you 
want the facts, check 
out Catharine’s record 
for yourself. Vote for 
Catharine Baker in 
November. 

Vote for Emily Prusso
Caryl Shill  
I'm voting for Emily 
Prusso for Livermore 
School Board and invite 
you to do the same.  
Emily is passionate about 
education for all children 
in Livermore.  Because she 
currently has three children 
in Livermore schools and 
two who've graduated, 
she is very connected and 
vested in our schools and 
community. One thing that 
really impresses me about 
Emily is her willingness 
to research complex 
issues before making a 
decision.  Emily will make 
an excellent Livermore 
School Board member. 
Join me and vote for Emily 
Prusso.  

Chung Bothwell for 
School Board
Phyllis Couper, Pleasanton
A vote for Chung Bothwell 
is a vote for superior 
service to Livermore’s 
school district. I have 
known Chung for over 
ten years, both personally 
and in business.  She is 
professional and courteous, 
and above all, she listens 
to and works with 
everyone on issues.  As 
an immigrant to America, 
Chung appreciates in great 
detail what it means to 
make choices for oneself. 
Please vote for Chung 
Bothwell. 

Catharine Baker –  
We Need You!
Sandee Wiedemann,
Pleasanton
Your vote to re-elect Assem-
blywoman Catharine Baker 
will help ensure that we 
continue to be represented 
by a woman who works 
well with “both sides of 
the aisle.”  Catharine saw 
solutions to a variety of situ-

ations that our state needed 
fixes for, and changed them 
through laws or regulations.  

She gives her all to at-
tending community affairs 
including Eagle Scout 
Courts, all the veterans 
events she can fit in, panels 
on transportation, housing, 
economics, and much more.

Catharine is thoughtful, 
pragmatic and indepen-
dent.  She’s just what we 
need in our elected leaders.  
Let your friends know you 
support Catharine!  www.
bakerforassembly.com

Joe Streng Knows 
Pleasanton!
Herb Ritter, Current 
Planning Commissioner,
Past Parks & Rec 
Commissioner
I ran for City Council two 
years ago and lost by a 
very small margin to two 
incumbent councilmembers. 
I loved the entire process 
– especially talking to so 
many Pleasanton residents 
and listening to what mat-
tered most to them. My 

decision not to run this year 
was due to family, business 
and volunteer activities in 
our community that require 
a significant amount of my 
time. I commend all of the 
candidates this year for 
stepping up to serve our 
community.

It is important to elect the 
most qualified candidates 
who have experience and 
understanding about how 
to collaborate with residents 
to come up with solutions 
and positive results. Our 
community does not need 
councilmembers who have 
an agenda, who have filed 
lawsuits against our city, 
and who use scare tactics to 
generate votes. We need ex-
perienced leaders who have 
participated in a volunteer 
city commission, commit-
tee, or service organization 
in our community. 

Having personally served 
with Joe Streng on the Parks 
and Rec Commission prior 
to my move to Planning 
Commission, I witnessed 
firsthand how he effectively 
works with residents, staff 

(See page 10)

Endorsement Rescinded
The Independent is rescinding its endorsement of Liver-
more City Council candidate Brent Siler.

We believe the values expressed in online postings 
by Siler do not represent those of The Independent or 
the community. It would not be in the best interest of 
citizens to elect him to serve on the Livermore City 
Council.

Vote Rosmary Bartsch  
For Livermore City Council
Rosmary Bartsch has not been campaigning for the 
Livermore City Council for personal reasons, but will 
serve if elected.

She provides a strong option. She will listen to the 

community to help achieve goals, a better downtown 
plan, in particular.

She supports and would defend the urban growth 
boundary, while working on creative housing options.

We recommend a vote for Rosmary Bartsch on Novem-
ber 6. She would bring a fresh voice, a new perspective 
to the Council. 

Vote Eric Swalwell  
For 15th Congressional District
The Independent recommends a vote for incumbent 
Eric Swalwell (D-Dublin) to continue to represent the 
15th Congressional District.

His goals for the upcoming session include bringing 
forward bills for securing funding to connect BART to 

ACE, battling for affordable health care, working on 
reforms to make college education more affordable, 
cracking down on the President’s ability to use his of-
fice to enrich himself and his family, creating a ladder 
to success in STEM fields, and expanding genetic and 
genomic testing to allow better delivery of precision 
medicine. 

He has been one of the leading voices in criticizing 
President Trump, while focusing on working in a bi-
partisan manner. He supports investigating interference 
in U.S. elections.

Swalwell keeps in touch with his constituents, holding 
regular town hall meetings to listen to concerns.

He has earned a fourth term in Congress. Vote for Eric 
Swalwell on November 6.
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Election Day is just around the corner. TV30 is giving voters 
an opportunity to see the candidates exclusively and hear 
what they have to say about the issues facing the Tri-Valley. 
Races covered include candidates running in Dublin, Liver-
more, and Pleasanton for Mayor, City Council and School 
Board. The five separate non-partisan Election Specials 
were produced by Tri-Valley TV and highlight twenty 
three candidates. All qualified candidates were invited to 
participate. The specials are currently airing on Comcast 
Channels 28, 29 and 30, AT&T U-Verse via Channel 99 and 
streaming live at tv30.org. They will repeat up to Election 
Day Tuesday, November 6th.  

Mayor and City Council Election Specials 2018 
broadcasting on TV30 and available video on demand at 
www.tv30.org. See schedule at tv30.org for more times, 
days and additional channel information.
Dublin Mayor & City Council on TV30:  
Mondays 11 a.m., Tuesdays 5 p.m., Wednesdays 9 a.m., 
Thursdays 12 p.m., Fridays 11 a.m., Saturdays 9 a.m., 
Sundays 7 a.m.

Livermore Mayor & City Council on TV30:  
Mondays 10 a.m., Tuesdays 6 p.m., Wednesdays 8 a.m., 
Thursdays 11 a.m., Fridays 12 p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m., 
Sundays 6 a.m.
Pleasanton City Council on TV30:  
Mondays 9 p.m., Tuesdays 11 a.m., Wednesdays 11 a.m., 
Thursdays 4 p.m., Fridays 9 p.m., Saturdays 2 p.m., Sun-
days 2 p.m.
School Board Election Specials on TV28. 
To begin broadcasting the week of October 19th Video on 
demand to follow.
Dublin School Board on TV28:  
Fridays 6 a.m., Sundays 6:30 a.m., Mondays 6:30 p.m., 
Tuesdays 4:30 p.m., Wednesdays 1 p.m., Thursdays 4 p.m.
Livermore School Board on TV28:  
Fridays 7 a.m., Saturdays 12 p.m., Sundays 7 a. m., Mon-
days 5 p.m., Tuesdays 5 p.m., Wednesdays 12 p.m. and 
Thursdays 3 p.m.

*Note: times and days may be subject to change

Hear the Candidates on TV30

TV30 Election Specials, with Emily Prusso

National Drug Take Back Day Offers Disposal of 
Prescription and Over-the-Counter Medication
Saturday, October 27, 2018, 
is National Drug Take Back 
Day and the Alameda Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office 
will have four drop-off sites 
open for free, confidential 
and safe disposal.

National Drug Take Back 
Day provides a convenient 
and safe way to rid your 
home of expired, unused, 
and unwanted prescription 
and over-the-counter drugs. 
All collection sites also ac-
cept unused pet medication.

Safe disposal of over-
the-counter and prescription 
medication is essential to 

prevent the misuse of these 
substances, and to end the 
harmful environmental im-
pacts of disposing of them in 
landfill or through the water 
system.

"Prescription drug abuse 
is a significant issue fac-
ing our communities. A 
major step is prevention is 
to empty medicine cabi-
nets of old, unused, and 
expired medication,” said 
District Attorney Nancy E. 
O’Malley. “Proper disposal 
of medications serves a vi-
tal public safety and public 
health function and helps 

to prevent environmental 
contamination.”

The Alameda County 
DA’s Office has participated 
in the Nation Drug Take 
Back events since 2012 
and we have collected over 
2,000 pounds of unused 
medications.

The service is free and 
anonymous, no questions 
asked. Collection takes 
place on Saturday, October 
27, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., at 
the Dublin East County Hall 
of Justice, 5151 Gleason 
Drive, Dublin.

The nonpartisan grassroots 
organization PleasantonVot-
ers.com has endorsed two 
candidates for the two open 
seats on the Pleasanton City 
Council this election sea-
son—Julie Testa and Joseph 
Ledoux.

“Julie Testa’s three de-
cades of action on behalf of 
Pleasanton residents war-
rants our endorsement and 
a vote from Pleasanton vot-
ers,” observes Pleasanton-
Voters.com President Kelly 
Cousins. “She has consis-
tently supported and lobbied 
for measured growth so that 
we can reduce the traffic 
impact and school crowding 
issues in our community. We 
believe that she will bring 
citizen concerns as her pri-
ority if given a seat on the 
council.”

Testa’s platform revolves 
around smart growth poli-
cies, preserving Pleasan-
ton’s historic downtown, 
managing the city’s long-
term debt obligation, and 
collaborating with the 
school district to address 
its expanding student enroll-

ment. She does not support 
a current proposal to bring 
toilet-to-tap water to Pleas-
anton.

Testa has attended and 
spoken at hundreds of city, 
school board, and com-
munity meetings over the 
past thirty years. She also 
served 11 years on the on 
the city’s Human Services 
Commission and worked to 
improve the lives of our se-
niors, as well as the mentally 
ill and disabled individuals. 
She has also been a director 
for the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) and 
Resources Education Ac-
tivities Community Housing 
(REACH).

PleasantonVoters.com is 
also pleased to endorse Joe 
Ledoux, who was drawn to 
Pleasanton with his young 
family as a result of its 
small-town vibe, high safe-
ty ratings, and excellent 
schools.

Ledoux is committed to 
maintaining the outstand-
ing quality of life here in 
Pleasanton. As a Berkeley 
police officer, he has expe-

rience working in a diverse 
and populated area and will 
bring a new perspective 
to Pleasanton’s growing 
population.

“Joe Ledoux represents a 
new generation of Pleasan-
ton residents who deserve 
a seat on the City Council 
who will be making the 
decisions that affect them 
and their children,” notes 
Cousins. “He is an indepen-
dent thinker who will make 
the best decisions for the 
greater good.”

Ledoux believes that this 
election is about the future 
of Pleasanton. His goals are 
to grow the local economy 
and critical infrastructure 
thoughtfully, yet still main-
tain Pleasanton’s small town 
charm.

He too supports collabo-
ration with the school dis-
trict to address a growing 
population while ensuring 
our legacy of educational 
excellence. Ledoux is also 
focused on maintaining a 
safe Pleasanton and working 
to combat the influence of 
regional crime.

PleasantonVoters.com Endorses 
Julie Testa and Joseph Ledoux

Scientists Uncover Secret 
Structure to Safer Explosives
A team of scientists at Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory have shown that 
the structure of microscopic 
pores in high explosive ma-
terials can significantly im-
pact performance and safety. 
These findings – published 
recently as the cover article 
in the journal Propellants, 
Explosives, Pyrotechnics 
– open the door to the pos-
sibility of tuning high explo-
sives by engineering their 
microstructure.

“The funny thing about 
explosives is that they have 
these little defects and pores 
and holes,” said research 
scientist Keo Springer, lead 
author on the paper and 
researcher at LLNL’s High 
Explosives Applications 
Facility. “It turns out that 
that’s an important part of 
what makes them work. 
Explosive performance, in 
a broad sense, isn’t just a 
chemistry question, it’s a 
microstructure question.”

In most high explo-
sives, detonation is initiated 
through a process where 
pores get compressed by a 
shockwave. When a pore 
collapses, it creates a hotspot 
capable of initiating a chemi-
cal reaction in the micro-
scopic crystalline grains of 

explosive material. This re-
search focused on an explo-
sive compound called HMX, 
which is known to be more 
sensitive and more danger-
ous to work with than other 
explosives. The fundamental 
question at the root of this 
study was whether it makes 
a difference if the pores are 
located in the interior of the 
grains or on their surface.

“We found out that when 
pores are at the surface, 
they speed up the reaction,” 
Springer said. “We also dis-
covered that if a shockwave 
hits a number of surface 
pores at once, they bootstrap 
each other. It’s an explosive 
party, and they party well 
together.”

In addition to pore loca-
tion, the team examined 
whether it makes a differ-
ence if the porosity is dis-
tributed across many small 
pores or across fewer larger 
pores. While they showed 
that many small pores can 
work together to accelerate 
one another’s burning, they 
also were able to identify a 
threshold where pores be-
come so small that the reac-
tion is extinguished.

This examination was 
conducted in a series of 
numerical simulations on 

LLNL supercomputers with 
the multi-physics code, 
ALE3D. Next steps for the 
research team – Springer, 
along with LLNL scien-
tists Sorin Bastea, Al Nich-
ols, Craig Tarver and Jack 
Reaugh – include verifying 
that the numerical simula-
tions capture the real physi-
cal and chemical processes. 
A direct way to do that is 
to conduct micro-scale ex-
periments to quantify pore 
collapse mechanisms and 
reactivity.

“Validation is the tough 
part,” said Springer. “Ideally, 
we would need a really good 
magnifying glass and the 
ability to stop time. We’re 
talking about sub-micron 
resolution with a shutter 
speed on the order of nano-
seconds. What’s neat is that 
the research community is 
starting to work on this.

“If we can engineer initia-
tion properties into the mi-
crostructure of explosives, it 
would be a game changer for 
industry and for the safety 
of the nuclear stockpile,” 
Springer said. “But we have 
a long way to go to realize 
that vision. This type of re-
search is very important, but 
just one of the first steps.”

According to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, by the 
end of 2018 an estimated 
266,120 new cases of inva-
sive breast cancer will have 
been diagnosed in women. 
A woman currently has 
a one-in-eight chance of 
developing breast cancer in 
her lifetime. These statistics 
continue to make breast 
cancer one of the most com-
mon cancers among women, 
second only to skin cancer.

That’s why Drs. Jeff 
Bueno and Tom Sellick 
established the Women in 
Need Fund at ValleyCare 
Charitable Foundation in 
2010, which provides finan-
cial assistance to underin-
sured and underprivileged 
patients in Dublin, Liver-
more, and Pleasanton during 
their treatment and recov-
ery. “The Women in Need 
Fund helps underprivileged 
women battle breast cancer. 
Whether it’s a diagnostic 
mammogram, a prosthesis 
after surgery, postopera-
tive compression sleeves, a 
bathing suit, a wig, or one 
of many other incidentals, 
the Fund is there to help as 
many women as possible,” 
Dr. Bueno said. “Dr. Sellick 
and I are happy to do this 
in memory of our mothers, 
both of whom lost their 
battles with breast cancer.”

Since it was established, 
the Women in Need Fund 
has helped over 435 lo-
cal patients, including a 
breast cancer survivor who 
had a double mastectomy 
and is at risk of developing 
lymphedema. “The Women 
in Need Fund provided me 

with post-surgical camisoles 
to wear directly after sur-
gery….which made it much 
easier and more comfortable 
for me to move around. 
They also gave me much 
more self-confidence and 
self-esteem when I went out 
in public. After recovery, 
[the Fund] provided me with 
compression garments (full-
length sleeves and hand 
mitts) which I wear daily 
to assist with moving fluid 
from tissues back to the cir-
culatory system…When I 
completed healing, radia-
tion, and physical therapy, 
I was provided with breast 
prostheses and special bras 
to hold them. It is hard to 
express what an incredible 
effect this had on my emo-
tions and self-esteem. This 
made it okay (and easy) 
for me to dress and pres-
ent myself at work and in 
public with no discomfort 
about my appearance. No 
one would know there was 
anything missing,” reported 
the patient.

“We are thankful to Drs. 
Bueno and Sellick for estab-
lishing this fund and helping 
hundreds of women in our 
community,” says Shaké 
Sulikyan, Executive Direc-
tor of ValleyCare Charitable 
Foundation. “Without them, 
hundreds of local breast can-
cer patients wouldn’t have 
access to vital programs, 
products, and services that 
help in their treatment and 
recovery. Since insurance 
plans don’t always cover the 
full cost of such services and 
products, patients are forced 
to worry about medical bills 

and insurance co-payments 
instead of concentrating on 
their treatment and recovery. 
Thanks to the generous do-
nors who’ve supported the 
Women in Need Fund over 
the past 8 years, we are able 
to alleviate the financial bur-
den, so patients can focus on 
what’s most important – the 
fight against breast cancer 
and their recovery – instead 
of the bills.”

“Because of my finan-
cial situation,” the double-
mastectomy patient tells us, 
“I could not have afforded to 
purchase any of [the items] 
on my own. But because 
Women in Need Fund was 
there for me and the pro-
gram managers were so 
very gracious in making the 
process work on my behalf, 
I have enjoyed the benefits 
of these support items. I 
continue to be grateful for 
the kindness and generosity 
of those who created and 
administer [the Fund].”

Women who live in 
the Tri-Valley and need 
financial assistance to pay 
for mammograms or other 
breast cancer services can 
call for more information on 
how to access the Women in 
Need Fund. Call the Breast 
Cancer Navigation Program 
at 925-580-1310.

If you would like to do-
nate to the Women in Need 
Fund in honor or in memory 
of a loved one this October, 
please visit www.valleycare.
com/donate or contact Val-
leyCare Charitable Founda-
tion at 925-373-4560.

Hundreds of Local Breast Cancer Patients 
Benefit from Women in Need Fund

Pleasanton is home to extraordinary, cutting-edge companies, run by very successful 
men and women. In partnership with the City of Pleasanton, the Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce is convening a panel of the best and brightest chief executives at its annual 
economic development luncheon: Beyond the Cloud 6.0. Attendees will hear firsthand 
what's next in bioengineering, commercial building automation systems, and next genera-
tion sleep devices.

Economic driver awards will be presented to 10x Genomics, ProSomnus Sleep Tech-
nologies and Sunbelt Controls. The luncheon event, which is open to everyone in the 
community, is set for Tuesday, October 30 at the Palm Event Center in Pleasanton, with 
networking at 11:30 a.m. and lunch and program beginning at noon. The event is sponsored 
by Amos Productions, ClubSport of Pleasanton, DePretis CPAs, Hacienda, Mirador Capital 
Partners, Photography by KC Chen, Pleasanton Garbage Service, Sensiba San Filippo and 
UNCLE Credit Union.

Panelists include: Brad Crutchfield, Chief Commercial Officer of 10x Genomics; Len 
Liptak, CEO of ProSomnus Sleep Technologies; and Josh Reding, SVP/GM of Sunbelt 
Controls. The panel will be moderated by Joseph Cristiano, Chairman of the Board of the 
Bank of San Francisco, retired President/CEO of Kelly-Moore Paint Company and past 
Division President of the Sherwin-Williams Paint Company.

Since the fall of 2013, the Chamber and City have partnered for the Beyond the Cloud 
event. Past recipients of the economic driver awards include: Adept Technologies, Work-
day, Blackhawk Network, Gatan, Thermo Fisher Scientific, ValleyCare Health System, 
Veeva, ZOHO, Title 21 Health Solutions, Fulcrum Bio Energy, Sanarus Technologies, Ellie 
Mae, Unchained Labs, Peridot Corporation, AEye, Inc., Cerebrotech Medical Systems, 
and IronPlanet.

Beyond The Cloud 6.0
Tuesday, October 30, 2018, 11:30 a.m.
Palm Event Center in the Vineyard, 1184 Vineyard Avenue, Pleasanton
$35 per person, open to everyone

Awards to Be Presented at 
'Beyond the Cloud' Luncheon
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study of how well students 
interpret Internet informa-
tion.

They released their re-
sults near the end of the 
2016 presidential election 
campaign, which was draw-
ing sharp attention to the 
reliability of online infor-
mation because of “fake 
news” charges and counter 
charges.

The Wall Street Journal 
covered the Stanford study 
by focusing specifically on 
fake news, but the study 
was more complex, Break-
stone said.  The reality of 
news online is that there are 
“shades of gray” between 
the fake and the real.

In any case, the study and 
the attention given it raised 
the question of whether In-
ternet readers might be gull-
ible – might simply jump to 
the conclusion that whatever 
they read must be credible.

 
Trusting Google
It was not a new question. 
Others had found that while 
students know to check mul-
tiple sources of information, 
“in practice they simply 
trust what Google said,” 
Breakstone noted.

“Overwhelmingly” the 
first search result, the one 
at the top of the page, “was 
…the most credible” to 
the students, even though 
trustworthiness wasn’t the 
criterion for first listing.

This is an important issue 
for the quality of participa-
tion in a democracy, he said, 
because surveys have found 
that millennials get some 80 
percent of their news online. 

Stanford and others have 
found that from junior high 
on, “students struggled to 
make even the most basic 
evaluation of online in-
formation. Even college 
students couldn’t determine 
the organization behind 
the supposedly nonpartisan 
websites.”

The issue was not one 
of native intelligence.  In 
fact, the opposite may be 
true, Stanford has shown. 
Its surveys included people 
with high intelligence, such 
as professional historians 
and freshmen at Stanford, 
one of the nation’s most 
competitive universities.

Those taken in by decep-
tive or misleading material 
typically “trust their intel-
ligence,” Breakstone said. 
“They focus on the site they 
land on (and) read vertically, 
from top to bottom. 

“They believe they can 
kind of ferret out what is a 
trustworthy source and what 
is not.”

By contrast, professional 
fact-checkers “distrust their 
intelligence.” In fact a lead 
fact-checker said the “great-
est threat” to doing the job 
well is “hubris, to believe 
that you already know the 
answer to something.”

Fact-checkers are con-
stantly being reminded to 
verify claims, to find sup-
porting evidence that “actu-
ally tells us whether or not 
something is what it says it 
is,” Breakstone said.

They use the “incredible 
power” of the internet to 
link to pages that identify 
supporting and opposing 
organizations and their mo-
tives.

Breakstone said the study 
identified three fundamental 
questions that fact-checkers 
try to answer when evaluat-
ing online content.

First, who is behind the 
information? Is there a hid-
den organization or sponsor, 
and one behind that?

Second, what is the evi-
dence? What actual facts 
underpin the claim that the 
organization is making?

Finally, are there other 
information sources on the 
topic? Do they agree or 
disagree with this source?

In one test, fact-checkers 
reading “horizontally” were 
more than four times faster 
than professional historians 
and five times faster than 
Stanford freshman at un-
covering the background 
of MinimumWage.com, 
which calls itself a “non-
profit research organization 
dedicated to studying public 
policy issues surrounding 
employment growth.”

Fact-checkers quickly 
learned that MinimumWage.
com is not the disinterested 
research organization its 
website claims, but a project 
of the Employment Policies 
Institute.

Employment Policies 
Institute, they then found, is 
also not neutral, but is affili-
ated with the Berman public 
relations agency, which lob-
bies for the restaurant indus-
try and against increases in 
the minimum wage.

It took the fact-checkers 
an average of less than a 
minute to make these con-
nections, while it took histo-
rians and Stanford freshmen 
4 to 5 minutes.

The Tweet that Spread
To show how people ev-
erywhere can encounter 
misinformation, Breakstone 
cited the example of a small 
businessman and Trump 
supporter named Eric Tuck-
er of Austin, Tex. 

Following the 2016 elec-
tion, Tucker noticed buses 
discharging passengers not 
far from the site of an anti-
Trump protest.  He took a 
picture and tweeted it to 
convey an incorrect assump-
tion to his modest twitter 
following that the buses 
were bringing protesters to 
demonstrate against Trump.

As local media later de-
termined, the buses were 
actually taking people to a 
large software conference 
nearby. 

Tucker ’s  tweet  was 
picked up by Reddit and 
far-right blogs like The 
Gateway Pundit, which 
added a false claim not 
suggested by Tucker -- that 
the buses and protesters had 
been paid for by the wealthy 
progressive, George Soros, 
in order to inflate the size of 
the protests.

As described later by 
the New York Times and 
the Snopes fact checking 
website, these sites were 
then picked up by Facebook 
and other widely read social 
media. President Trump 
then cited them scornfully 
as proof that the protests 
were rigged.

To Breakstone, the epi-
sode demonstrates the pow-
er of the Internet to modify 
a message, spread it far and 
wide and influence public 
perception.

“Misinformation certain-
ly existed before. What did 
not exist was the ease with 
which that misinformation 
can be spread,” he said.

Tucker had not intended 
to mislead anyone, accord-
ing to subsequent news 
coverage. When he realized 
that he had jumped to the 
wrong conclusion about 
the buses, he sent out a cor-
rected tweet.

By then, however, the 
misinformation had been 
amplified and spread na-
tionwide.

Breakstone pointed out 
that misinformation is non-
partisan, that Trump op-
ponents have also dissemi-
nated it. 

For example, he said, the 
claim was widely circulated 
online that Trump had said 
in a People magazine inter-
view that if he were to run 
as president he would run 
as a Republican because 
Republicans are “the dumb-
est group of voters in the 
country.” 

Subsequent fact-check-
ing found no record of 
Trump ever making such 
a statement or that a photo 
accompanying the supposed 
statement had ever run in the 
magazine.

 
Honest Abe on the Internet
Breakstone quoted two past 
presidents, one seriously 
and the other facetiously, to 
make his point.

The serious comment 
was made by the third U.S. 
president, James Madison, 
nearly 200 years ago: “The 
best service that can be 
rendered to a country, next 
to that of giving it liberty, is 
in diffusing the mental im-
provement equally essential 
to the preservation, and the 
enjoyment of the blessing.”

He also posted “wise 
words from Abraham Lin-
coln” that left the audi-
ence chuckling knowingly: 
“Don’t believe everything 
you read on the Internet.”

ONLINE INFO
(Continued from first page)

The Independent Sponsors 
Talk on Detecting Fake News

At the Bankhead Theater on October 4, The Independent sponsored a Rae 
Dorough Speakers Series lecture on the uncovering of fake news presented 
by Dr. Joel Breakstone, Director of Stanford History Education Group. In her 
introduction, publisher and founder Joan Seppala related her experiences at the 
newspaper, recounting the consequences of taking on powerful interests. 

This is her statement:
Dr. Joel Breakstone’s research on fake news has certainly grabbed my atten-

tion. This year, for the first time in 55 years, The Independent newspaper has 
been accused of fake news and alternative facts. This is surprising because of 
the particular role our newspaper has played in the Tri-Valley over the decades. 
At our own peril, we have supported issues that benefit the whole community. 

Now, trends on the national level are seriously impacting local politics. Of 
course, The Independent is in good company with the New York Times and the 
Washington Post. 

In 1962 at age 24, I moved to the Bay Area expecting to find work as a jour-
nalist. The San Francisco Chronicle and other newspapers offered me jobs only 
as a society writer because I was a woman. I happened to meet three investors 
who agreed to start up a Tri-Valley newspaper. The first issue of The Independent 
was printed in September 1963.  

Our editors, writers and sales force have endured boycotts and harsh criticism 
from citizens, business interests and politicians as they pursued one unwavering 
mission — to advocate for what is best for the community, and to be fair and 
tell the truth.

We supported a 1972 measure to curb rampant growth that was affecting 
schools, city budgets and air quality. Those who disagreed organized a boycott 
of our advertisers. We plunged from 50 pages 3 times a week down to 6 pages 
once a week. 

Scores of residents loaned us money. Some gave us $100 for a day; Margaret 
Tracy, an environmentalist, gave us $10,000 for several years. A newly hired 
Lab scientist loaned me his beginner’s paycheck every month. However, I had to 
keep returning the cash so he could cover his monthly bills. Some say I married 
Lynn Seppala for his money. 

The Independent survived, and worked with others to build thriving cities with 
urban growth boundaries. I learned that if you are true to interests of the broad 
community, not your own pocket book, and are accurate and balanced, citizens 
will rise up to support you. 

Our readership is high because we are the newspaper of record, printing 
both sides of key issues. We publish all letters to the editor, whether critical or 
approving. 

 The Independent has an unusual management structure that has worked. As 
owner and publisher, I am out in the field listening to people, involving myself in 
grassroots advocacy. Our editor, Janet Armantrout, calls the shots back at the desk. 
She decides what to report and in what depth. She will say, “No, Joan, we cannot 
print one more article on this subject!” She keeps The Independent even-handed 
and accurate as I follow my passion to reach for excellence in our community. 

Today, discerning between real and fake news is vital at both local and na-
tional levels. I look forward to Dr. Breakstone’s talk helping us to separate truth 
from fiction. 

COMMENTARY
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representation of Liver-
more, both because of its 
origin when Livermore was 
a cow town and now a very 
beloved gathering space. 
He noted that the amount 
of time that Red Bear and 
the Madden family have 
personally put into this is 
going to greatly exceed any 
return. The provision of 
restrooms is an amazingly 
generous much needed 
amenity. This project is 
emotionally important for 
the people of this city. The 
Maddens should be ap-
plauded. 

“I’m glad that you have 
chosen Red Bear for the 
retail development portion 
of the downtown plan,” 
David Rounds stated. “To-
night, this item is on the 
agenda, even though the 
Disposition and Develop-
ment Agreement was not 
available to the public.” 
He continued, “I remember 
a few months ago when 
Vice-mayor Woerner fast-
tracked the retail project 
and gave the developer a 
very tight timeline to com-
plete the work.”

 “Why the hurry?” 
Rounds wondered what 
harm would come from giv-
ing the proposal a couple of 
weeks so everyone would 
have a chance to review it. 
He reminded the council, 
“On the more controversial 
issue of housing, you did 
not seem to have any prob-
lem moving that discussion 
until after the election.” 

Darcie Kent said that she 
differed with David Rounds 
and The Independent. We 
have been waiting for over 
18 years for this plan to 
move forward. We have 
been stymied at every turn 
because Friends of Liver-
more and The Independent 
have very selfish needs, a 
very small voice, but they 
have a very loud voice be-

cause they have the paper. 
Blacksmith Square is an in-
credible place that brings so 
many people from different 
walks of life together.  She 
thanked the city for cherish-
ing it, for expanding it, and 
allowing it to be the core of 
the new downtown. 

Evan Branning noted 
that David Round’s speech 
has always been the same. 
The City of Livermore has 
gone forward and thank 
you, especially Bob Woern-
er, for making this a reality. 
It is from the City Council’s 
hard work that we are see-
ing this move forward and 
to say we should wait again 
is simply trying to stop this 
from ever happening. Mr. 
Madden is very well re-
spected and he is someone 
who cares. I have seen other 
properties he has worked 
on and the final product is 
always amazing. Vote to 
move this forward. 

Also supporting the de-
velopment project, Lisa 
Tromovitch stated that she 
understood that Blacksmith 
Square was Mike Madden’s 
brainchild. He created a 
space that brings people 
together, a relaxed common 
ground, while preserving a 
sense of our heritage, not 
an easy task. This exten-
sion of Blacksmith Square 
will only enhance our com-
munity.

Councilman Steve Spe-
dowfski asked staff if the 
referendum would affect 
this project at all. Planning 
Manager Steve Stewart 
noted that under the current 
downtown plan, retail is 
permitted in this location no 
matter what happens with 
the referendum. Spedowf-
ski noted that blending the 
new and the old areas of the 
City has been done well.  
He is excited to see what 
the final plans will be with 
the extension of Blacksmith 

Square. 
Councilman Bob Car-

ling was curious why one 
of the speakers first stated 
that the retail development 
was not controversial, but 
then asked the city to wait. 
Carling was not sure those 
two things went together. 

C o u n c i l m a n  B o b 
Coomber said that he had 
seen Madden work with the 
City on downtown projects 
and had no problems with 
proceeding with the project. 
“We are not rushing things. 
We are making decisions 
about things that should 
have happened 20 years 
ago.” 

Vice-mayor Bob Wo-
erner stated that Blacksmith 
Square and its extension 
were going to be a real 
jewel for the City. This 
is absolutely not being 
rushed. It has been care-
fully considered, negoti-
ated and there have been a 
number of people who have 
contributed.

Mayor John Marchand 
turned to the question of the 
sales price for the property. 
Community Development 
Director Paul Spence noted 
that the City started with an 
appraisal for the property. 
Then staff looked at the 
benefits the property could 
provide. The project will be 
contributing to Stockmen’s 
Park and to the community 
facility and maintenance 
district, a substantial con-
tribution every year that 
will ensure the quality and 
maintenance of the park. 
By not having to build pub-
lic restrooms, the city will 
save a substantial amount. 
There will be an ongoing 
cost for the Maddens to 
maintain and operate those 
facilities. Since previous 
development existed on 
the site, there are also some 
credits available from the 
prior user of the property. 

Zone 7 Approves Four Years of Water Rates
Zone 7 Water Agency direc-
tors approved new water 
rates to charge its retailers. 
The long-term projection 
will give retailers a four-
year outlook that will help 
them plan their own rate 
structures through calendar 
year 2022.

Directors made the deci-
sion at their regular meeting 
Oct. 17, the traditional time 
to set the rates. Retailers can 
then have their bills ready 
for their customers on Jan. 1 
of the following year. 

The vote was 4-3 for Sce-
nario 1 presented by staff. 
The new rates will amount 
to $3.33 per ccf in 2019, 
which is up from $3.18 this 
year. (CCF means centum 
cubit feet. Centum is the 
Latin word for 100, so each 
ccf is 100 cubic feet.)

If a household uses 10 
ccf, it is paying $31.80 
this year, which would rise 
to $33.33 next year. The 
amount will go up to $3.53 
per ccf in 2020, then $3.73 
in 2021, and $3.96 in 2022.

The vote of approval 
also commits the board to 
take another look at rates in 
two years.

Director Bill Stevens 
made the motion and Dick 

Quigley seconded it. Joining 
them in support were Den-
nis Gambs and Sarah Palm-
er. Opposed were board 
President Angela Ramirez 
Holmes and directors Ol-
ivia Sanwong and Sandy 
Figuers.

The opponents proposed 
a substitute motion favoring 
Scenario 2 instead. Rates 
in that case would have 
been $3.31 in 2019, $3.48 
in 2020, $3.55 in 2021 and 
$3.85 in 2022.

The difference between 
the two approaches is that 
Scenario 1 will build up 
funds in the Zone 7 Drought 
Contingency Reserve to $6 
million in 2022. Currently, 
they stand at less than $1 
million. 

The Scenario 2 motion 
would have built the reserve 
to $2.9 million in 2022.

Figuers said that both 
amounts would fall short in 
the event of a major drought, 
like the last one, which he 
said cost Zone 7 $25 mil-
lion. Scenario 1 by 2022 
would cover about 25% of 
that expense; Scenario 2 
would pay for about 9%, 
said Figuers.

The new rates also in-
volve an increase in the 

fixed-rate category. This 
segment of the budget cov-
ers salaries, chemicals and 
other necessities that keep 
Zone 7 in business, ready 
to provide water, so there 
is a more level financial 
structure in both wet and 
dry years. Currently, 35% 
of the Zone 7 water budget 
is allocated to the fixed 
rate category. As each year 
passes, the fixed portion of 
the water rates will increase 
by 2.5%, bringing that seg-
ment of the total water rate 
to 45% in 2022.  Eventually, 
Zone 7 wants the fixed rate 
category to reach 65%. 

Zone 7 has not computed 
the total homeowner bill, 
which is wholesale com-
bined with retail. That job 
is left to each water retailer, 
because each varies in how 
it bills its customers. Re-
tailers have the option to 
increase their own rates to 
cover any of their accelerat-
ing costs. 

The four retailers provide 
water to the cities of Liver-
more and Pleasanton, and 
Dublin San Ramon Services 
District. The private Cali-
fornia Water Service serves 
most of Livermore.
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IKEA
(Continued from first page)

BARTSCH
(Continued from first page)

CONGRESSIONAL
(Continued from first page)

Dublin off Interstate 580, 
across from the Hacienda 
Crossroads shopping center. 

IKEA states that it can 
sue because it already has 
a vested interest in the zon-
ing for the property. IKEA 
points to the City Council 
approval of IKEA’s original 
plan about 10 years ago, 
when the Swedish furniture 
seller owned the parcel for 
the first time. 

Subsequently, zoning 
was approved for a different 
developer, who acquired the 
property from IKEA. That 
approval was for a commer-
cial development of more 
than 300,000 square feet. 
It was never built, because 
the Great Depression caused 
the financing to fall through.

IKEA bought the land 
back after the City Coun-
cil in 2015 denied another 
developer the right to build 
372 residential units and 
37,000 square feet of res-
taurants there.

If the city does not want 
to approve IKEA’s new 

plan, its attorney said it can 
fall back on the earlier ap-
proval, and build the earlier 
IKEA plan.

The new plan has been 
the subject of public meet-
ings, including an online 
petition against it, as well 
as letters in support of it. 
Opponents have focused 
on traffic impacts at a free-
way gateway to Dublin, 
and back-ups nearby. Some 
people said that the store 
would put more burden on 
police services. However, 
at the Oct. 16 meeting, a law 
enforcement official said 
plans for future staffing are 
adequate.

Supporters pointed to 
more sales tax and prop-
erty tax revenue for Dublin, 
and local jobs. Those argu-
ments were countered by 
opponents who said IKEA 
and the satellite walkable 
commercial uses will dis-
place established local 
merchants. They also chal-
lenged IKEA’s net revenue 
claims.

IKEA made some modi-
fications to the new plan 
after it was introduced in 
March 2016. Some of the 
surface parking was moved 
under the IKEA store, which 
helped shorten the length of 
the building. 

Mayor David Haubert 
raised the idea of a referen-
dum of the IKEA develop-
ment. He said that if the 
council approves IKEA, it’s 
likely there will be petitions 
to put it on the ballot. “The 
community is divided. We 
heard passionate advocacy, 
and perhaps it should go on 
the ballot. I don’t like to do 
that, but we may have to 
consider it. We at least have 
to discuss it,” said Haubert.

Councilmember Arun 
Goel said that staff should 
research the size of IKEA’s 
planned signage and the 
percentage of the building 
that the traditional IKEA 
blue and gold paint covers, 
which he said has not been 
discussed.

Artist's rendering of proposed Dublin IKEA development

“How will passing hastily 
drafted Band-aid legislation 
address these mental health 
issues?”

Peters said that he agrees 
with the Senate’s confirma-
tion of Justice Kavanaugh. 
“Nobody disputes that Jus-
tice Kavanaugh is qualified. 
I was angry at how Senator 
Feinstein disrespected Pro-
fessor Ford. If Feinstein had 
explained to Ford how the 
Senate and the FBI normally 
conduct FBI investigations, 
then Ford would not have 
had to go on national TV.  
Ford was used by the Demo-
cratic leadership.”

Peters said that the Dem-
ocrats have been trying 
to use #MeToo to achieve 
political goals. “If putting 
Professor Ford on national 
TV is demonstrating trans-
parency, then we have a real 
problem.”

Bills that Peters would 
like to author if he were 
elected include federal fund-
ing to make schools safer, 
and increased federal fund-
ing for mental health pro-
grams and facilities.

His other priorities in-
clude funding to secure the 
nation’s borders, deporting 
violent non-citizens, health 
care that is sustainable and 
affordable, stricter penalties 
for intellectual property 
theft, laws that cause re-
placement of conventional 
plastics with environmen-
tally friendly materials, and 
enforcement of the Congres-
sional Budget Act. 

Peters also wants to bar 
the federal government from 
appropriating Social Secu-
rity funds for any purposes 
other than paying Social 
Security.

On the Republican tax 
plan, Peters said that for 
the first time in a long time, 
“help wanted” signs are ap-
pearing in store windows, 
wages are going up, and 
the federal government “is 
taxing less of our pay.”

The stock market has 
risen dramatically since 
2016. Value of companies 
has been increasing. “Our 
national balance sheet is 
fine,” he said.

On tariffs, Peters said 
that China has been taking 
advantage of America’s 
economy for years. “China’s 
industrial policies clearly 
harm companies in the U.S. 
China imposes much higher 
tariffs on United States 
exports than the United 
States imposes on China. 
More Americans working 
results in more Americans 
paying taxes and into Social 
Security.”

On the end of NAFTA, 
Peters said that he backs 

its replacement, the Unit-
ed States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA).

In Peters’ opinion, the 
Affordable Care Act is 
mostly repealed. He said he 
opposes HR676, a bill first 
introduced in Congress in 
2003, which now has 120 
co-sponsors. It would estab-
lish a universal single-payer 
health care system in the 
United States. Peters said 
that it would be unfair to 
seniors, who he said paid 
for Medicare and expect 
to get it.

Peters said that if elected, 
he would work to get federal 
funding for 90% of the cost 
of building BART down the 
I-580 median to Greenville 
Road. He also would work 
for federal funds to finance 
90% of the cost of “building 
correctly the I580W and I-
680S interchange, which is 
deadly in its present form.”

ERIC SWALWELL
Congressman Eric Swalwell 
grew up in Dublin, the old-
est of four sons of a police 
officer and an administrative 
assistant. He earned under-
graduate and law degrees 
at the University of Mary-
land, served as an Alameda 
County prosecutor, and was 
elected to the Dublin City 
Council. He defeated 40-
year incumbent Democratic 
Congressman Pete Stark in 
2012.

On gun laws, Swalwell 
said, “There is no right more 
important than our right to 
live, but nothing I propose 
violates the Second Amend-
ment. We need truly uni-
versal background checks 
for every gun purchase, 
a national gun violence 
restraining order system as 
we have in California, and 
funding for gun violence 
research.”

“I’ve authored a bill to 
improve the processes by 
which those charged with 
or convicted of domestic 
violence, or under a do-
mestic violence protective 
order, must relinquish their 
firearms. We should have 
a national assault weapons 
ban with an Australia-style 
mandatory buyback to get 
these weapons of war out 
of our communities once 
and for all.”

Ju s t i c e  Kavanaugh 
should not have been con-
firmed. “We must believe 
sexual assault survivors, but 
whether you do or not, it’s 
clear that Kavanaugh both 
lied and acted with poor 
temperament in his Senate 
hearings,” stated Swalwell.

“#MeToo should go as 
far as it takes to end sexual 
assault and harassment in 

America. #MeToo is a vi-
tal and long-overdue reac-
tion to the minimization of 
sexual assault, coercion and 
discrimination that far too 
many women have faced.” 

Looking at legislation 
that he would like to intro-
duce in the next session, 
Swalwell said he wants to 
bring back bills that the 
Republican majority did 
not back. These include 
creation of an independent, 
bipartisan commission to 
investigate foreign interfer-
ence in our 2016 election; 
reforms to make college 
education more affordable; 
cracking down on the Presi-
dent’s ability to use his 
office to enrich himself and 
his family; creating a ladder 
to success in STEM fields; 
and expanding genetic and 
genomic testing to allow 
better delivery of precision 
medicine. 

In regard to the tax law 
signed by President Trump, 
Swalwell said that adding 
the extra trillion dollars to 
the national debt for tax 
cuts for wealthy people was 
fiscally and morally wrong.  
It put the nation on unstable 
fiscal footing, and placed it 
further from the goal of hav-
ing an economy benefitting 
all Americans, not just the 
top income bracket.

President Trump’s rais-
ing of tariffs on certain 
goods has harmed many, 
from farmers to auto manu-
facturers, noted Swalwell.

Swalwell will listen to 
any trade deal that means 
more jobs that pay well for 
American workers. “While 
NAFTA may not have been 
perfect, President Trump’s 
ham-handed efforts to alter 
it seemed born more of ego 
than of necessity.”

Congress and President 
Trump should stop under-
mining the Affordable Care 
Act, so it can be improved 
and expanded to cover more 
Americans at lower costs. 
“We should be working 
toward a Medicare-for-All 
universal system. Health 
care is a human right, not a 
commodity.”

On a House member’s 
opportunity to help fund 
transportation needs in the 
district, Swalwell said, “I 
staunchly support con-
necting BART to ACE in 
Livermore to relieve I-580’s 
awful traffic. I’ve also led 
efforts to secure transit secu-
rity funding to make BART 
safer for commuters, and 
secured funding to test new 
security measures for air-
port perimeters at San Jose 
International Airport, which 
many district constituents 
use.”

Councilmember. I am en-
couraged by the community 
involvement that I see here 
in Livermore. It is my intent 
to continue to listen to my 
community and help us 
achieve our goals without 
losing any of Livermore’s 
charm."

Of the urban growth 
boundary, Bartsch says, "I 
do support it and would 
defend it.

"I believe we are close to 
our population limit based 
on current infrastructure and 
resources and would only 
support growth that could be 
supported while maintain-
ing the quality of life here." 

Looking at affordable 
housing, she remarks that 

ideas to explore may include 
shared housing, co-ops and 
tiny houses. “I’m sure others 
may have additional ideas 
that we should be open to."

In her view, govern-
ment’s job is to do what 
the private sector cannot 
accomplish or cannot do 
alone. Helping those in need 
would be part of that respon-
sibility. Livermore already 
works to help the homeless, 
and in addition to providing 
services, perhaps the city 
should designate safe spaces 
for those living in cars to be 
able to spend the evening 
with public bathrooms. For 
those without their own 
transportation, the city could 
provide travel vouchers.

Bartsch addressed the 
downtown plan, declaring, 
"I would like to see the 
community come together 
to plan the downtown. The 
plans with the hotel on the 
corner of L and Railroad 
seemed to be the most work-
able and attractive. Eastside 
parking whether next to the 
Bankhead or expanding 
the existing garage on the I 
Street side makes sense. 

"If there must be hous-
ing on the site, let’s make 
it affordable (either co-ops 
over retail, or tiny units over 
retail). These would be great 
for singles, newly graduated 
workers, or people looking 
for simple, yet in the core, 
housing."

Oil Firm Sues County 
Over Livermore Wells
E&B Natural Resources has 
filed a lawsuit to fight the 
Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors’ rejection of a 
10-year extension of their 
right to continue pumping 
oil in land east of Liver-
more. 

E&B, a Bakersfield-
based independent oil com-
pany, took action Sept. 24 
in federal court in Oakland.  
E&B is joined in the suit by 
six individuals that either 
have royalties or mineral 
rights connected to the oil 
extraction. Five of the in-
dividuals live in southern 
California, and one in Or-
egon.

The suit asks unspecified 
damages, attorney’s fees, 
court costs, and a finding of 
takings from E&B, which 
claims it had a vested inter-
est in the right to drill on 
two parcels at 8617 and 
8467 Patterson Pass Road, 
unincorporated land near 
Livermore.  Attorneys are 
asking for a jury trial.

E&B contends that it 
already had a vested right to 
extended drilling, because 
it took over from an earlier 
owner who had approvals 
for continued oil extraction.

The suit comes as the 
result of a 4-0 vote of the 

Board of Supervisors in 
July. Supervisor Nate Miley, 
whose 4th District includes 
Pleasanton, abstained, de-
claring that he would not 
oppose Supervisor Scott 
Haggerty’s motion to deny 
the permits. Miley said that 
the issue probably would go 
to court anyway. 

The two parcels are lo-
cated in Haggerty’s 1st Dis-
trict. Haggerty also noted 
that it was likely the issue 
would go to court. Asked for 
comment this week, Shawn 
Wilson, Haggerty’s Chief of 
Staff, said that Haggerty met 
on several occasions with 
community members who 
opposed the E&B extension, 
and voted in support of his 
constituents. 

Haggerty’s major objec-
tion at the July meeting was 
that he had doubts about the 
safety of the groundwater in 
the area because of possible 
oil leaks. Citizen critics and 
the experts that they quoted 
said that if there were activ-
ity from seismic faults in the 
area, polluted water might 
result. 

Livermore and the coun-
ty have spent much time 
developing the Livermore 
wine region. Haggerty said 
he did not want to see any 

underground water threat to 
vineyards.

E&B scientists said there 
was no such concern, and 
cited a Zone 7 Water Agency 
letter, that said that as long 
as there were oversight by 
DOGGR, the state Division 
of Oil, Gas, “we believe 
the risk to the groundwater 
basin is minimal.”

Board of Supervisors 
President Wilma Chan said 
at the July meeting that 
the 10-year period for the 
Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) extension was too 
long. She said it should be 
reduced, and an EIR should 
be required, because things 
have changed since the 
1960’s. An EIR now could 
look at mitigation measures 
better. Miley agreed that an 
EIR would be helpful. He 
suggested a five-year limit 
on the CUP extension.

The two CUPs were ap-
proved in May by the East 
County Board of Zoning 
Adjustments on a 2-0 vote, 
but appealed by the Center 
for Biological Diversity to 
the supervisors. The county 
staff recommendation at the 
supervisors’ meeting was to 
deny the appeal.

SILER
(Continued from first page)

the following December 
4, 2014 Facebook posting: 
“OK I just can hold back 
anymore. If you do not like 
what I say then De-Friend 
me, I really do not care. I am 
sick of all these protest for 
Police this and Police that. 
Shut the F$*K up already. 
FOX, CNN, MSNBC turn 
the crap off and stop air-
ing it.

“Everyone is feeling that 
they are entitled to know 
something, sorry, shut your 
pie hole for 5 minutes and 
let the officer talk, maybe 
he will tell you.

“If you can't do the time, 
don't do the crime - no 
matter how small it seem 
to be in your eyes. When 
the officer comes up to 
you simply put your hands 
behind your back, shut your 
mouth and walk to the back 
of his/her car and sit down. 
Is that too much to ask? If 
you are falsely imprisoned 
then sue the crap out of the 
City. If you are abused, sue 
the crap out of the City. Get 
Chocked out, sue the crap 
out of the City.

“Clean the gene pool or 
teach humility, honor and 
respect. Either one will be 
fine by me. Otherwise take 
your sorry self to some 
other county (sic) that do 
not share the same freedoms 
we have and do what you 
do here, see how long you 
will last.”

In regard to a July 11, 
2016 post, Siler stated that 

his comments took place 
at a time when the BLM 
focus was shutting down 
highways, freeway ramps, 
riots etc. across the US to 
protest different issues con-
cerning police interaction. 
He sent the full posting, 
which reads, ”#blacklives-
matter. Do me a favor, pick 
a national day of protest, 
schedule it and then inform 
everyone when it will take 
place so the rest of us can 
stay home and BBQ and talk 
about how #alllivesmatter.

 “When the black com-
munity first shows concern 
for black-on-black MUR-
DER taking place daily, then 
feel free to protest when and 
where you want.

 “Don't get me wrong, 
any life taken by a police-
man who is biased, un-
trained, or otherwise not 
qualified to be in uniform 
should be held accountable 
if the act is unjust.”

Several of his other post-
ings aimed to provide infor-
mation about slavery. 

“The first official slave 
owner in colonial America 
was a black man, not white; 
the Arab slave trade in Ne-
groes was far greater and 
much longer lasting than 
the transatlantic slave trade; 
the founder of the southern 
state of Georgia banned 
both slavery and Africans 
from the state; large num-
bers of 'free blacks' owned 
black slaves; and less than 
5 percent of pre-Civil War 

American families actually 
had slaves.

“These are some of the 
facts about slavery in Amer-
ica which are deliberately 
hidden from establishment 
histories of slavery in Amer-
ica, which are all designed 
to blame white Americans 
for 'racism' and 'slavery' 
and induce a completely 
false sense of guilt among 
whites.”

Siler said others that 
may pop up that he posted 
in 2015/2016 are: "OK I 
just don't get it. You don't 
have to drop a house on my 
head to have me understand 
Hillary is a liar, crook and 
only into getting the PO-
TUS position for herself 
and not for what she will 
do for America. I am not 
a Trump fan as well but to 
hear women say they are 
voting for her just because 
she is a woman, really are 
you simply that shallow.”

David Rounds, Chairman 
of Friends of Livermore 
Committee 2018, issued 
the following statement: 
“The Friends of Livermore 
Committee 2018 had en-
dorsed Rosmary Bartsch 
and Brent Siler for City 
Council.  We have rescinded 
our endorsement of Brent 
Siler. We do continue to 
support Rosmary Bartsch 
for Council and encourage 
people to consider her for 
this important role with the 
City of Livermore."
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and fellow commissioners 
to develop the best solution 
with a majority consensus. 
As he has worked with the 
community and staff on the 
various commissions and 
committees he’s served on, 
Joe gets the best results for 
ALL residents, not just those 
with the loudest voices. Joe 
Streng grew up in Pleasan-
ton, graduated from Ama-
dor and has been an active 
volunteer, listening to resi-
dents’ ideas and concerns 
and implementing solutions.  

Vote for Joe Streng and 
incumbent Kathy Narum: 
“Experience matters.”  

Trish Munro for 
Livermore City Council
Sarah Palmer, Ph.D.,
Longtime Livermore 
Resident and Retired 
Teacher
I  have known Patricia 
(Trish) Munro for decades 
and have had the privilege 
of having her daughter in 
my Environmental Science 
class. I encourage everyone 
who values intelligence, 
thoughtfulness, fairness, 
and out and out “gutsiness” 
to vote for Trish for Liver-
more City Council. Her 
goals are what is good for 
our community of Liver-
more, not what is on her 
own personal agenda. She 
knows when to compromise 
for the common good, and 
when to stand fast on moral 
ground. She knows how to 
take the long view of what 
is good for the development 
of our city. You will never 
find her taking a “my way 
or the highway” approach, 
which we have seen far too 
much in some recent com-
munity activism regarding 
our downtown plans. We 
are proud of our dynamic, 
diverse, and culturally rich 
Livermore. Let’s support our 
town. Trish can stand up to 
special interests and work 
with them when appropriate 
and for our common good. 
For all of us, vote for Trish 
Munro for Livermore City 
Council.

Vote No on Measure U
David Svec, M.D., M.B.A.,
Chief Medical Officer, 
Stanford Health Care – 
ValleyCare
A recent op-ed in favor of 
Measure U made the asser-
tion that Stanford Health 
Care must be charging too 
much because the hospital 
makes a profit. What that 
piece failed to mention is 
that 100 percent of SHC’s 
operating margin is reinvest-
ed for the benefit of patients. 
These investments allow 
us to maintain the highest 
level of excellence in care, 
training and research, and 
to invest in the health of the 
communities we serve.

In 2017 alone, SHC in-
vested over $437 million 
in services and activities to 
improve the health of the 
communities we serve. This 
includes charity care, com-
munity health-improvement 
programs, and health pro-
fessions education, among 
other community benefits. 
And since affiliating with 
ValleyCare three years ago, 
SHC has invested $87 mil-
lion in imaging equipment, 
beds, monitors, anesthesia 
machines, EMR system, ac-
counting system, and other 
updates to our Livermore 
and Pleasanton campuses.

The fact is Measure U 
would do nothing to con-
trol the cost of care. As the 
editors of this paper stated, 
“insurance companies stand 
to win if this measure passes 
because rebates would go to 
them—not patients.” I agree 
with the editors that, “To 
protect healthcare options 
in Livermore, vote ‘no’ on 
Measure U on November 6.”

U is for Unbelievable
John Lawrence, Livermore
Labor unions are rightfully 
proud of their part in creat-
ing the relatively high level 
of pay, benefits and work-
ing conditions that many 
American workers enjoy.  
But what are the leaders 
of the Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) 
thinking in trying to enact 
Livermore’s local Measure 
U, and statewide Proposi-

tion 8?  It’s “unbelievable” 
because there is absolutely 
nothing in either initiative 
that requires improvement 
in medical services, equip-
ment or facilities!  Nothing!  
These two initiatives only 
address how much health-
care providers can earn over 
and above their direct costs. 

If approved, these initia-
tives would mandate addi-
tional reporting by health-
care providers who will, 
understandably, pass along 
the cost to report in their 
fees and charges.  The initia-
tives also require the City 
of Livermore and the State 
of California to establish 
expensive and unnecessary 
bureaucratic oversight to 
gather, track, analyze and 
manage the reported infor-
mation.  These new bureau-
crats would be tasked with 
ensuring that healthcare 
businesses and facilities 
do not earn more than 15 
percent over their operating 
costs.  What business owner 
can afford to offer services 
where their earnings have a 
15 percent cap, regardless of 
their efforts, commitment, 
innovations or the economic 
conditions?  

Measure U and Propo-
sition 8 will also reduce 
services to medical patients, 
especially here in Liver-
more.  Statewide, many di-
alysis facilities will close.  In 
Livermore, healthcare facili-
ties including medical, den-
tal, vision, chiropractic and 
acupuncture will be forced 
to relocate outside the city 
or be driven out of business 
by the unfair regulations put 
forth by the SEIU.

Do SEIU members un-
derstand that they and their 
families are also taxpayers, 
healthcare patients and even 
work at some of the facilities 
that will be negatively im-
pacted?  How can the SEIU 
leadership justify negotia-
tion tactics that harm their 
own members, Californian 
tax payers and medical ser-
vice patients? And for what 
-- just to spite the healthcare 
industry and waste millions 
of dollars fighting these 
truly negative and damaging 
proposals? 

SEIU members should 
join their neighbors and 
support the NO effort on 
Livermore’s Measure U and 
NO on California’s Proposi-
tion 8.   

Mean-Spirited Remarks 
Carol Garberson
I am appalled at the personal 
attacks against people who 
are, and have been for de-
cades, working tirelessly to 
help make Livermore a won-
derful place to live.  It is one 
thing to voice a difference 
of opinion, quite another to 
make mean-spirited, cruel 
remarks about people. 

Joan and Lynn Seppala 
and Jean King in particu-
lar have supported the arts 
financially and with huge 
amounts of their time for de-
cades, along with working to 
preserve our rural surround-
ings and a vibrant down-
town. Take a look at the list 
of board members, sponsors 
and donators on the fliers for 
many of the performance 
and arts programs in town. 
If not for Joan’s efforts, as 
well as The Independent 
newspaper’s focus on is-
sues around town, the north 
side of town would now be 
filled with one of the many 
iterations of New Town, 
or Geldertown, proposed 
repeatedly for the region 
along North Livermore Av-
enue. The Bankhead Theater 
would most likely never 
have been built without their 
tireless support. 

How about recognizing 
and appreciating the enor-
mous contributions these 
people and others like them 
have made to our commu-
nity? Disagree with them if 
you want, but don’t attack 
them personally because 
they have a different vision 
for our downtown from your 
own.

Do Not Elect David 
Haubert for Mayor of 
Dublin
Andrew Shamrao, Dublin 
In this letter to the editor, 
I make the case that David 

Haubert, the current mayor 
of Dublin, has not demon-
strated the leadership quali-
ties necessary to unify the 
City Council and the Dublin 
School Board behind a com-
mon vision for the good of 
a common constituent base.  
Therefore, David is not a 
good choice for mayor of the 
City of Dublin and should 
not be reelected.  

We need new leaders 
who dare to reach out and 
build relationships and exer-
cise their influence because 
they believe in their ability 
to affect change through 
others.  David is not that 
kind of leader.  He once told 
me the Board of Education 
is a separate organization 
governed by different rules, 
therefore his influence there 
is limited.  We need leaders 
who can galvanize support 
from all corners for issues 
about which constituents are 
passionate.  

I campaigned for Da-
vid during his first run for 
mayor.  After the election, I 
gained firsthand experience 
of David’s weak leadership. 

David states that he is 
in favor of a second high 
school for Dublin.  How-
ever, when David was on 
the school board, he was un-
able to influence his fellow 
board members to preserve 
the land in East Dublin 
that would have easily ac-
commodated a second high 
school. In fact, David has 
supported and voted for 
over-construction in Dublin, 
using up land that could 
have been allocated for the 
second high school.  His 
vote in favor of developers is 
consistent with the fact that 
David accepted thousands of 
dollars in campaign contri-
butions from them.

David says he is all for 
safety, and that he has been 
endorsed by a number of 
organizations for this.  How-
ever, he seemed out of touch 
with constituent concerns 
when a vote to construct 
a second high school near 
the Dublin prison almost 
succeeded.  

Safety incidents at the 
current high school have in-
creased because of too much 
traffic and overcrowding.  
In fact, there was a motor 
vehicle accident in which 
a child was knocked off his 
bike by someone dropping 
off children.   

David supported putting 
Ikea on the November bal-
lot and promised many he 
would.  However, David did 
nothing to make it happen.  

David claims that he 
“called for” many positive 
changes in Dublin.  He may 
have called for these chang-
es with words, but that these 
changes happened was not 
because of David’s actions 
and influence but because of 
the actions of others.  

Concerned members of 
the community who live 
around Sean Diamond Park 
approached David to sup-
port them in their cause 
to recover funds for the 
construction of Sean Dia-
mond Park that had been 
withdrawn and reallocated 
for The Wave. The park was 
supposed to have been fully 
constructed and functioning 
in 2016, but with the reallo-
cation of funds, was delayed 
until 2020. David offered 
support and empathized that 
the funds should not have 
been diverted.  He told the 
community leaders that they 
needed a majority of the 
council’s votes to help their 
cause, but could not follow 
through on helping them 
obtain that support.  The 
only reason the City agreed 
to fund and finish Sean 
Diamond Park by April 2018 
was because the community 
focused their media efforts 
on embarrassing the City 
for building a water park in 
the midst of a drought.  The 
negative national media at-
tention prompted the City to 
ask the community to stop 
their media efforts in ex-
change for the commitment 
to build the park by April 
2018. It’s unfortunate that 
David’s constituents had to 
resort to negative media to 
prompt the mayor and the 
city council to do what the 
mayor thought was the right 
course of action all along.  
David lacked the leadership 

skills and influence to make 
it happen.  

Do not be fooled by the 
endorsements David is tout-
ing.  His record as a leader 
of city government is weak 
at best.  David does not have 
the leadership skills or influ-
ence to support the issues 
that concern Dublin resi-
dents the most: overcrowd-
ing and a viable second high 
school. 

Do not vote to re-elect 
David Haubert for mayor 
of Dublin.  Instead, consider 
the following: Arun Goel for 
mayor, and Bobby Khullar 
and Jing Firmeza for city 
council. 

Chung Bothwell
Susan Milne
I highly recommend Chung 
Bothwell to be elected to the 
Livermore School Board.  
I know Chung from St. 
Michael Church. Chung 
is very generous with her 
talents and volunteers as a 
lector, Eucharistic minister, 
and working with the chil-
dren, prison ministry, etc.  
Chung is reliable and goes 
above and beyond to get the 
job done.  Chung is highly 
educated.  She has two law 
degrees and a business de-
gree.  She is bright, friendly 
and caring.  Chung is very 
thoughtful. Without asking, 
Chung will drive me home 
at night after an event.  I can-
not say enough good things 
about Chung Bothwell. 

Support Kathy Narum
Steve Maher, Trustee
Pleasanton School Board  
I served as the principal of 
Thomas Hart Middle School 
for ten years starting in 2000 
when it opened. After I re-
tired in 2010, I was asked to 
serve as an interim principal/
administrator at many of our 
elementary, middle and high 
schools. The experience 
gave me an opportunity 
to see the condition of the 
facilities in our schools. 
Since joining the Pleasanton 
School Board the same year 
we passed the bond mea-
sure, I’ve learned how, even 
with passage of the bond, the 
significant state budgetary 
constraints on schools im-
pacts our ability to meet all 
of the critical facility needs.  
We must think creatively as 
to how we can best use the 
funds we have.  I am excited 
about the future of PUSD 
schools.  We continue to 
attract families who value 
education and this benefits 
every corner of our city.

We have challenges 
ahead. We need partner-
ships from every stake-
holder group in the City of 
Pleasanton to meet these 
challenges.  We should con-
tinue to collaborate with the 
Pleasanton City Council 
and City staff.  Where there 
are opportunities to save 
money by pooling Pleasan-
ton resources, we need to 
discuss them.  Where there 
are prospects of collaborat-
ing on land-use options, 
we need to explore them.  I 
serve on the Joint Liaison 
Committee between PUSD 
and the City with Council 
Members Kathy Narum and 
Arne Olson. Both have been 
tremendous allies of PUSD 
and committed to helping 
us work on cooperative 
solutions to benefit our stu-
dents.  I will miss Arne on 
the committee, but I feel it 
is imperative to keep Kathy 
onboard. That is why I join 
other board members in 
endorsing Kathy Narum for 
City Council.

Need for Respectful 
Dialogue 
William E. Nebo
I have already cast my vote 
for city council. For all but 
one candidate the choice 
was not easy. Brent Siler 
was the only choice to stand 
out as a clear “no” vote, for 
now.

Brent Siler’s social me-
dia declarations unfortu-
nately leave me with the 
impression that he is in-
clined to add to the political 
animas toward traditional 
conservatives, centrists and 
liberals that flow almost 
daily from the tweets of our 
president. That animas is 
eroding our ability to work 

together as one people. So I 
suggest that Brent leave the 
race for council in this round 
and spend some years get-
ting to know the population 
of our robust body politic 
who do not share his ultra 
conservative opinions and 
world view. Given the more 
balanced image he has cre-
ated in some of his work life, 
I think that by doing this he 
could develop a social media 
track record of respectful 
dialogue that supports pub-
lic civility. He would then be 
ready to try again.

Support Anne White
Helen Daniel,
Retired After 45 Years of 
Service to LVJUSD
Anne White deserves reelec-
tion to the Livermore School 
Board. Anne has served with 
transparency, accuracy and 
dignity.  In my 45 years 
with the district, Anne is one 
of only a handful of board 
members who came to my 
classroom to speak with 
students.  

Anne always has the best 
interests of students at heart.  
She hates laying off teach-
ers when times are tough. 
She absolutely admires the 
work that teachers do every 
day.  Anne understands the 
district’s responsibility to 
provide for the education 
needs of each individual 
student – those enrolled at 
Livermore and Granada 
High Schools as well as 
students at Del Valle and 
Vineyard High Schools.

In coming to my class-
room to promote her alma 
mater, Brown University, 
she managed to hold the at-
tention of very suspicious, 
high-achieving teenagers 
– a tough audience in all 
circumstances.  

Anne is a woman of in-
tegrity, beholden to no one 
at the district office.  She 
supports the entire education 
program - Advanced Place-
ment, ROP Career education 
as well as Adult Education, 
adults returning to complete 
diploma requirements as 
they become active and 
prospering members of soci-
ety.   All Livermore students 
will benefit with Anne on the 
school board.

I am Helen Daniel and 
I am proud to support the 
reelection of Anne White.  

Craig Bueno and  
Dave Vonheeder  
for School Board
Mamie Kristovich, 
Livermore
I am the President of CSEA 
(California School Employ-
ees Association), Livermore 
Chapter #334. CSEA repre-
sents the classified workers 
who support students direct-
ly, such as paraeducators, 
instructional assistants, and 
school office workers, and 
all those behind the scenes 
who ensure that checks 
are processed accurately, 
computers are functioning 
properly, immunizations are 
up to date, and much more. 

In September, CSEA 
Chapter #334 hosted a 
School Board Candidate 
Forum, attended by our 
members. We were fortu-
nate to have five of the six 
candidates participate, and 
they shared their positions 
on a variety of issues. Two 
candidates clearly stood out, 
however, and at the end of 
the forum, CSEA members 
voted to formally endorse 
current School Board Presi-
dent, Craig Bueno, and Dave 
Vonheeder.

Much has been said about 
Craig and Dave, their back-
grounds and achievements, 
but I have had the benefit 
of observing them with true 
objectivity.

Craig was elected to the 
school board just four years 
ago, after successfully co-
chairing the Measure G 
campaign. In the past few 
years that I have been ac-
quainted with him, he has 
proven to be astute, atten-
tive, enthusiastic and fair. 
He speaks with passion and 
sincerity about Livermore 
students and the work that 
he does on the board that 
enriches their lives. Craig 
also values those who work 
to support our students, from 
classified staff to teach-

ers. He listens closely and 
makes decisions that benefit 
all stakeholders. Drawing 
from common sense, wis-
dom and experience, he can 
quickly evaluate a situation 
and distinguish what the 
real issue is and then utilize 
leadership, expertise and 
confidence to make positive 
change happen.

I met Dave at the school 
site where I work, and I have 
gotten to know him very 
well in the past two years. 
Dave is a tireless parent vol-
unteer who does everything 
from running book fairs to 
serving on the School Site 
Council, and he also contrib-
utes at the district level on 
the LCAP Advisory Com-
mittee. He has many quali-
ties that caught my attention 
from the start, including his 
dedication, integrity, intelli-
gence and friendliness. Dave 
looks at things from every 
angle, and he has the ability 
to identify what the core 
issues are and the courage 
to tackle those issues. He 
has school-age children, so 
he is keenly aware of cur-
rent topics and themes and 
brings a fresh perspective 
that we desperately need on 
the school board.

Both Craig and Dave 
are ordinary people who 
believe in doing extraor-
dinary things. After hours 
of extensive questions and 
answers, it was easy to see 
that these two are the most 
well-rounded and the best 
qualified to serve on our 
school board. 

Please vote to reelect 
Craig Bueno so he can con-
tinue the tremendous work 
he started on the school 
board, and elect Dave Von-
heeder so he can share his 
innovative mindset that 
this generation of students 
needs.

Vote for Dave 
Vonheeder
Kathryn “Katie” Johnson, 
O.D., Assistant Clinical 
Professor, UC Berkeley
My name is Katie John-
son (formerly Boe) and I 
respectfully ask that you 
consider voting for Dave 
Vonheeder for the Liver-
more school district board 
of directors. 

I grew up in Livermore 
and my parents, Roy and 
Dee Johnson, still live in my 
childhood home near Sunset 
school. I am an alumna of 
Sunset, Mendenhall and 
Livermore High School. To-
ward the end of my time at 
LHS, I distinctly remember 
one of the current LVJUSD 
board members winning her 
current spot on the school 
board. (In case you are won-
dering, I’m a graduate of the 
of class of 1991!)  I think 
it would be reasonable to 
conclude that the LVJUSD 
board could benefit from 
some new energy and a 
fresh perspective.  Dave 
Vonheeder is just what the 
board needs.

I’ve known Dave since 
our middle schoolers were 
in first grade together.  More 
recently, I had the honor of 
working closely with Dave 
on an elected parent com-
mittee. This committee was 
charged with working with 
the LVJUSD administration 
to pave the way from the 
disaster at the local charter 
school to a “soft landing” for 
our children and their teach-
ers at Lawrence Elementary.   
Dave was inspiring, com-
mitted to his boys’ education 
and driven to find a solution. 
Beyond attending all of the 
committee meetings and 
school board meetings, he 
represented parents who 
needed after-school care at 
Lawrence, and ceaselessly 
supported and encouraged 
the teachers affected in this 
situation. 

Since the establishment 
of Lawrence, Dave has 
served on the School Site 
Council there and has been 
actively volunteering at the 
district level as well.  Dave 
was such a dedicated par-
ent volunteer at Lawrence 
that I saw him almost every 
time I stepped foot on cam-
pus. Most importantly to 
me, Dave has made efforts 
to learn and try to under-
stand the viewpoint of local 
parents with special needs 
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children.  Dave has such a 
big heart for kids like my 
son, who has autism.  He 
has paid attention to my 
struggles as a special needs 
parent and has shown genu-
ine interest in learning more 
as a potential board member.  
As a longtime Livermore 
resident, an educator and a 
special needs parent, I will 
be voting for Dave Von-
heeder.  It is my hope that 
you will, too.

Private Plans and Your 
Tax Dollars
Steven Spedowfski,
Livermore City Council
In his letter to the editor 
last week, Richard Ryon 
(current treasurer of Friends 
of Livermore) slammed the 
East Bay Times for endors-
ing candidates based on 
fiscal responsibility when, 
in his words, "Council mem-
bers do not write one word 
or one digit of budgets.”

Mr. Ryon clearly lacks 
a basic understanding of 
how city finances work. The 
city council establishes the 
budget policy under which 
funds are expended. Sound 
policy set by a fiscally-
responsible council ensures 
tax dollars are put to best 
use. Council budget policy 
can ensure long-term stabil-
ity or bankrupt a city.

Mr. Ryon’s dismissal 
of council members' fiscal 
responsibility is a common 
theme of the groups he ada-
mantly supports in his letter. 
Friends of Livermore, Com-
munity Group, The Inde-
pendent, and the Bankhead 
Board are all controlled by 
one primary funding source. 
The above organizations 
have promoted projects 
that include a plan for 420 
residential units/regional 
theater/downtown BART 
on the former Lucky site, 
financial bailout for the 
Bankhead Theater, and a 
faulty downtown concept 
that will add millions to 
the cost. 

Last June, the city coun-
cil discussed the Bankhead 
Theater's operational fi-
nances. During the public 
testimony, several Bankhead 
board members stated that 
the theater was profitable 
and no public subsidy was 
necessary. However, after 
meeting with the Bankhead 
Board Government Rela-
tions Subcommittee, I was 
informed that they were 
planning (after the Novem-
ber elections) to request an 
increase in hotel taxes in 
order to subsidize operat-
ing costs.

People have asked why 
a group or individual would 
spend such vast sums of 
money on political cam-
paigns, newspaper ads, 
phone surveys, direct mail-
ers, and other methods to 
persuade the public.

The answer is simple: to 
access to your tax dollars.   

Rosmary Bartsch for 
City Council
Maryann Brent, Livermore
To all the hardworking 
volunteers who gathered 
signatures for the referen-
dum petition – a big thank 
you! Your conversations 
with Livermore residents 
made all the difference, and 
we hope that your efforts 
will result in a successful 
referendum and a better 
downtown. 

Livermore City Coun-
cil members may believe 
that they have spent more 
than enough time on the 
downtown plan, that the 
plan they are developing is 
good enough, and that it is 
time to move on. However, 
according to reported con-
versations with referendum 
petition signers, Livermore 
voters want still more park-
ing, a hotel on the west side 
of Livermore Avenue, and 
more park space. 

A t t o r n e y  R o s m a r y 
Bartsch supports a better 
downtown plan. Vote for 
Rosmary Bartsch for City 
Council on November 6! 

Vote for Georgean 
Vonheeder-Leopold
Steve Minniear, Dublin
With so many offices up 
for election this November, 
I understand how it can 

be hard for voters to stay 
focused on the basics. And 
there is nothing more basic 
than water and wastewa-
ter services. That’s why I 
recommend Georgean Von-
heeder-Leopold be reelected 
to the Dublin San Ramon 
Services District Board of 
Directors. Georgean re-
ally cares for the long-term 
health and well-being of 
the Tri-Valley. She knows 
what’s going on in the dis-
trict and she has a long-term 
perspective. Please vote for 
Georgean for DSRSD Board 
of Directors.

Brent Siler for 
Livermore Council
Rich Buckley, Livermore
Brent Siler is the only Liver-
more council candidate who 
wants a better downtown 
plan with improved park-
ing. I'm voting for Brent. 
Parking is my number one 
imperative for the success 
of existing merchants and 
new retail brought into the 
downtown.

Vote No on Prop 6
Evan Branning, Livermore
If you care about your fellow 
Californians vote no on Prop 
6. Prop 6 will strip funding 
from much-needed roads 
and public transit. We have 
already seen many transit 
programs begun based on 
this funding. By continuing 
to fund public transit we 
can see reductions in traffic 
by having more commuter 
trains and buses, taking cars 
off the road. We will see 
a reduction in greenhouse 
gasses and improvements 
in air quality, helping the 
California environment. A 
no vote will help repave 
our roads and seal some of 
those annoying potholes 
on I-580 while also giving 
those who can't afford a car 
more options to get to work 
and school. We can have all 
of these benefits at almost no 
cost to us, if Prop 6 passes or 
fails it will have little impact 
on the price at the pump. 

So please vote no on 
Prop 6 and help make it a 
little easier to get around in 
California.

Vote for Kathy Narum
Matt DePretis, Pleasanton
Pleasanton is not immune to 
the financial disasters that 
other cities across the state 
are dealing with. Regardless 
of our relative affluence and 
strong housing market, we 
still have tens of millions of 
dollars in pension debt, and 
our buildings, infrastructure 
and equipment continue to 
age and need upkeep.

Fortunately, our current 
city council has made pru-
dent decisions to address 
these issues. They have set 
aside money in a trust for 
future pension payments, 
in addition to now requir-
ing city employees to make 
contributions to their own 
plan. They also plan for 
future maintenance of city 
assets to avoid large repair 
or replacement costs.

Which city council can-
didate championed each 
of these measures? Kathy 
Narum. She has placed her 
engineering and business 
background at the service of 
Pleasanton and understands 
what it takes to keep our city 
financially healthy. In fact, 
she has overseen an unprec-
edented balanced budget 
projection for the next de-
cade – an accomplishment 
other cities in the Bay Area 
only wish for.

We need city council-
members with a real grasp 
of our city’s finances or 
Pleasanton could end up 
financially ruined like other 
cities in the state.  Let’s keep 
our city fiscally responsible 
and sustainable – Vote for 
Kathy Narum.

Missing Candidate  
Yard Signs 
Chung Bothwell,
Candidate for the Livermore 
School Board
For the first time I find 
myself in an unfortunate 
situation that did not hap-
pen to me in my previous 
run for the City Council of 
Livermore.

Since I declared my can-

didacy for the Livermore 
School Board, my volun-
teers and I have placed many 
signs at various locations.  It 
is disheartening to find that 
some of my signs have been 
removed or stolen.  We have 
to keep replacing them!  It 
appears that my signs are the 
only ones being removed by 
whoever they are.  I find it 
troublesome to have some-
thing like this happen in this 
city! Let’s be fair and kind 
to one another. There is no 
need to resort to this kind of 
childish behavior!

Re: Orchard Supply
Dawn & Vic Argula,
Livermore 
Thank you for printing our 
letter in the Oct. 4 issue of 
The Independent. The letter 
was shared with The Inde-
pendent because we believe 
that the greater Livermore 
community likely felt the 
same. Gratitude, appre-
ciation and recognition of 
the role Orchard Supply 
Hardware in supporting the 
growing Livermore commu-
nity was the focus of the let-
ter. Letter writer Les Mahler, 
in his response to our letter, 
attempted to move the focus 
off of the contributions of 
this longtime Livermore 
business institution and its 
employees, by making us 
feel “less than” and clueless 
as to the economic circum-
stances surrounding the 
store closure. On the con-
trary, we are keenly aware 
of conditions leading up to 
the decision and its impacts 
to it employees. But a de-
bate about big business and 
corporate decisions (check 
your stock, 401K or pension 
investments – lots of shared 
responsibility leading to 
corporate decisions to go 
around) was not the point of 
the letter. We are not happy 
about the decision, but we 
also understand that busi-
ness leaders must constantly 
consider the profitability 
of their enterprises before 
making painful and often-
times unpopular decisions. 
As to the reference to the 
corporate owner of OSH, 
Lowe’s, it is unfortunate 
that Mr. Mahler feels that 
slamming this Livermore 
business is justified (Lowe’s 
also employs local workers). 
Although a different busi-
ness model, we have had 
only good experiences at 
the Livermore Lowe’s. They 
carry major name brands 
and the service and prices 
are good. Our first choice 
will always be a Livermore 
business before going else-
where. 

On a separate but related 
note, everyone is entitled to 
an opinion. It’s sad that the 
rhetoric occurring at the na-
tional level is beginning to 
infect our local community. 
We’ve lived here a long time 
and while there have always 
been some that respectfully 
disagreed on issues, today 
we see more bullying, hate 
speech, and alternative facts 
spewed in writing, on social 
media and in public. This 
does not define who we are, 
and we reject all who would 
drag this community down 
to that lowest of levels. Ac-
cept that things will happen 
that are beyond our control. 
Our city leaders provide 
us with strong representa-
tive leadership – a fiscally 
healthy city, faithfully meet-
ing its obligations to its 
residents and businesses 
and responsibly engaged in 
its role in the greater region. 
Our citizens are passion-
ate about their community 
and support its current and 
future prosperity. Respect 
for both is overdue. Let’s 
take a breath people, and be 
thankful and have a posi-
tive attitude about living 
and working in such a great 
community.

Vote for Rosmary 
Bartsch
Rich Buckley, Livermore
Rosmary Bartsch is the 
Livermore council candi-
date who wants a better 
downtown plan with im-
proved parking.  I'm vot-
ing for Rosmary Bartsch. 
Parking is my number one 
imperative for the success 
of existing merchants and 

new retail brought into the 
downtown.

Jing Firmeza Puts 
Dubliners First
Joanne Lui, Dublin 
I, like many of us, have been 
seeking city council leaders 
who put residents’ interests 
first and are not simply 
focused on rolling out en-
dorsements that often seem 
little more than just window 
dressing.  I want to see can-
didates define themselves 
clearly, versus being defined 
by their endorsers.  I want a 
candidate who isn’t afraid 
to speak their mind about 
what we’ve done wrong and 
how we can fix it.  I want a 
candidate that cares for this 
city as I do.

These days voters have 
to be more vigilant than ever 
as many endorsements from 
outside groups require writ-
ten questionnaires.  These 
should be made public by 
the candidates so that people 
know they are voting for a 
candidate who will put the 
interests of residents before 
special interests.  We have 
a responsibility as voters to 
educate ourselves on what 
is happening across our city 
so that we can hold candi-
dates accountable for their 
platforms.

When I read Jing Fir-
meza’s letter to the com-
munity announcing his can-
didacy, I knew that he was 
someone who will act with 
Dublin’s long-term inter-
est in mind.  Not satisfied 
with accepting old ways of 
thinking, Jing looks at exist-
ing problems such as over-
crowding from a fresh and 
forward-thinking perspec-
tive.  His vision for Dublin’s 
future includes championing 
a vibrant city where people 
want to live, work and spend 
time because there is always 
something to do.  

This includes supporting 
pedestrian-friendly solu-
tions and attracting new 
corporate jobs to Dublin.  
Jing also knows our city 
cannot continue on its cur-
rent path.  He has educated 
himself about the financial 
issues our city faces and, as 
a retired state accountant, 
will ensure the city makes 
better financial decisions 
by not just defaulting to tax 
increases.  Jing understands 
that tax increases hit our 
seniors particularly hard 
and also hinder the ability 
of our younger residents to 
establish a strong financial 
foundation.

Jing Firmeza is a long-
time Dublin resident and 
will be the breath of fresh 
air our city leadership needs.  
As a concerned parent and 
citizen, I know that Jing will 
focus on making us all proud 
of where we live again.  I 
hope others will join me in 
voting for him for Dublin 
City Council.

Julie Testa for  
City Council
Patty Baptiste
I strongly support Julie Testa 
for Pleasanton City Coun-
cil. I feel that she is the 
only person running for the 
council who will actually 
listen to and heed the needs 
of the citizens. Narum is 
lauded as having experience 
with careful planning of our 
downtown and parks. Joe 
Streng has no experience, 
but states that he wants to 
preserve the quality of life 
he has known in Pleasanton 
for many years. Same with 
Ledoux. These candidates 
are willing to move the 
city offices and library to 
our "Field of Dreams," and 
decimate the downtown 
civic park area with high 
density housing, a possible 
hotel, and shops. How will 
that maintain our charm-
ing downtown? Where will 
visitors, diners, apartment 
dwellers, etc., park their ve-
hicles? Besides the massive 
development proposed for 
the downtown, no one has 
talked about the price tag  
-  except Julie Testa.

The projected cost of all 
the changes to the downtown 
area is about $200,000,000, 
and that money will come 
out of our wallets - NOT 
the developers! Do you 
want a downtown that is so 

congested that you cannot 
safely park or visit, and that 
you will be paying for in the 
years to come?  

Julie stands for the citi-
zens and listens to their con-
cerns. She is not swayed by 
the Chamber of Commerce 
and developers because 
her funding does not come 
from them (unlike Narum 
and Streng), and she will 
make decisions that will 
benefit our city and quality 
of life. She has many years 
of experience campaigning 
for adherence to our Urban 
Growth Boundary, limiting 
development in areas with 
steep hillside slopes, and has 
been a strong and passionate 
advocate for our schools.

Please join me in voting 
for Julie Testa for Pleasan-
ton City Council.

We Can Do Better, 
Livermore
Susan Putnam, Livermore
It’s impressive and tell-
ing that 8,888 Livermore 
residents signed a petition 
to referend elements of the 
City’s Downtown Plan. 
Over ten percent of residents 
have a differing opinion to 
the plan — and it’s time that 
Mayor Marchand and elect-
ed council members balance 
the plan with the broader 
perspective of Livermore 
residents. Their resistance 
to feedback is causing deep 
divides in the community. 
They are elected to listen 
and incorporate the opinions 
of their electorate. Now is 
their opportunity to mend 
divisions and do better for 
Livermore.

Past, Present, Future 
Tom O'Neill, Livermore
In the past, harmony be-
tween the Livermore City 
Council and the Friends of 
Livermore had very posi-
tive effects. Pardee tried 
to break this harmony by 
saying Livermore was being 
controlled by an evil genius 
of great wealth named Bob 
Baltzer. Ever after, when-
ever I visited Bob at his 
house, I would start look-
ing under cushions and into 
cupboards. Bob would ask 
what I was up to. I'd say, 
"I'm looking for the money.  
Pardee said you have it, 
and I'm sure they wouldn't 
lie." Then I'd gesture at the 
unimpressive shirt Bob was 
wearing, and say, "Do you 
think this sorry masquer-
ade is fooling anybody?"  
Bob would just laugh, as 
always. But what helped 
most was probably that it 
never occurred to Bob to try 
to play the alpha-male. He 
was comfortable in his skin 
and had no need for such 
nonsense. Back in those 
days, not only did Bob, the 
council and mayor, and The 
Independent put Pardee 
to rout, but they went on 
to cooperate on a host of 
projects meant to maintain 
and develop the character 
of Livermore, culminat-
ing in a redesign of First 
Street. I remember much 
grumbling as that project 
was being carried out; I've 
heard no grumbling since it 
was finished. 

After a long absence 
from local politics, I re-
turned when a veteran of 
the Pardee struggle (a male 
whom I have always found 
reliable) told me, "There's 
something strange going 
on with the city council."  
I returned to discover Bob 
Woerner and John March-
and discussing at a council 
meeting "what punishments 
should be imposed on mem-
bers of the steering commit-
tee" if, having completed 
their committee assignment, 
they then lobbied for any 
personal preference regard-
ing the further development 
of downtown. I was as-
tounded. (This is all recov-
erable on tape somewhere.  
If you think I am making it 
up, retrieve the tape.)  When 
my own three minutes to 
speak arrived, I remem-
ber the steering committee 
was sitting a bit behind me 
to my right.  I turned and 
reminded them we're still 
living in America, and that 
one doesn't ordinarily forfeit 
one's right to freedom of 
speech by serving on a lo-
cal committee.  (As I say, if 

you doubt the incident, get 
the tape.)

This moment preceded 
the half million dollar bun-
gled effort at manipulation 
that was advertised as "out-
reach," yet it already boded 
ill.  Several on this steer-
ing committee the coun-
cil wanted to muzzle were 
members of the Friends of 
Livermore.  I took note that 
two women who have spent 
a huge chunk of their adult 
lives working in harmony 
with our elected officials 
were members of the tar-
geted group.

Since then, there has been 
little by way of harmony in 
the politics of Livermore.  
Rather there's been consid-
erable hidden information 
and much misogyny.  Now 
it's time we try to return 
to better days.  To do so, I 
think it imperative we not 
return the aforementioned 
Bob Woerner to office; also 
I hope we'll see fit to pro-
vide badly needed feminine 
guidance on the council by 
electing Rosmary Bartsch.

The Issue of Public 
Safety in Pleasanton
Brock Roby, Pleasanton
Over the past few weeks 
there have been letters to the 
editor on many issues that 
are important to our commu-
nity, and therefor important 
to our voting choice for city 
council. 

For me one of the most 
important issues at stake is 
one that we seemingly take 
for granted but is founda-
tional to everything else 
we hold dear in Pleasan-
ton: public safety.  In the 
2017 Community Survey, 
Pleasanton voters listed 
public safety as one of the 
main reasons they gave the 
city such high approval rat-
ings. If Pleasanton does not 
remain safe, all the other 
issues become secondary.  
The stellar schools, the 
charming downtown, the 
thriving businesses, and 
the value of our homes all 
depend on maintaining our 
quality public safety. 

I realize we have a young 
police officer in the race for 
city council, who I am sure 
has an excellent understand-
ing of the law enforcement 
side of this issue from the 
city where he serves. But I 
am looking for a candidate 
with a proven record of do-
ing what needs to be done on 
the public policy side of the 
equation here in Pleasanton. 

Over the past few years, 
Pleasanton leaders have 
been proactively addressing 
public safety. They have 
added two additional police 
officers; a new police sub-
station is coming to North-
west Pleasanton; a new 
tiller fire truck has been 
purchased; and there are 
plans to rebuild the fire sta-
tion at Santa Rita Road and 
West Las Positas Boulevard. 

Kathy Narum advocat-
ed and voted for each of 
these vital projects. She has 
proven time and again that 
she is dedicated to keeping 
Pleasanton safe. I urge you 
to vote for Kathy Narum. 

No on Prop 6 - 
Pollution isn't Free
Steven Dunbar, Livermore
Over the last few weeks, 
there have been very good 
mailbox letters regarding the 
threat of global warming. 
Unfortunately, no one has 
yet linked it to this year’s 
ballot.

If you care about climate 
change, vote No on Prop 6. 
Just passenger-car trans-
portation by itself is the 
number one carbon polluter 
[1] in California, but Prop 6 
would move us in the wrong 
direction – subsidizing that 
pollution even more.

Inflation has made our 
gas tax worth less and less, 
so our backlog on main-
tenance has exploded. No 
wonder we have to keep 
passing new taxes – the cost 
of maintaining roads goes 
up with inflation while a 
big part of the maintenance 
revenue stays flat. [2] Also, 
while you may hear about all 
this “diversion” of the state 
taking gas taxes for other 
uses, the truth is we spend 
more on roads than we take 

(See page 12)
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Live Music Every Sunday!
Gorgeous Grounds Available For Weddings & Events

Fine Wines Made From Our Own California  
Certified Organic Grapes

RetzlaffVineyards.com
Hours: 12-4:30pm; Closed Wed

Saturday Nov. 3
10:00am-3:00pm
Our Savior Lutheran Ministries

1385 S. Livermore Ave.

Over 30 vendors.
Designer clothing,  stained glass, 

home décor, jewelry and much more.

in from all gas taxes and 
registration fees combined. 
[3] This doesn’t include the 
extra cost of pollution in 
the form of asthma or sea 
level rise, or other free add-
on services like highway 
patrols or parking.

Was SB1 perfect? Of 
course not, nothing is. Can 
the state be more efficient? 
Yes. Should we find new 
ways to address the equity 
of long car commutes? Also 
yes. But passing Prop 6 
would be a disaster for air 
quality, carbon pollution, 
and your car’s suspension 
all at the same time. Vote 
No on 6.

[1] - LA Times, "Califor-
nia hit its climate goal early 
— but its biggest source of 
pollution keeps rising," July 
23, 2018

[2] - California Budget 
and Policy Center Report 
on Prop 6

[3] - https://taxfounda-
tion.org/gasoline-taxes-and-
user-fees-pay-only-half-
state-local-road-spending/  

Emily Prusso and 
Craig Bueno for  
School Board
Sally Dunlop, Livermore
There are two important 
components which are very 
important to be a success-
ful school board trustee. 

1.  The trustee must 
coordinate and support 
the superintendent of the 
Livermore school district.

2. Every trustee should 
also be supportive of one 
another and come to con-
clusions and actions to-
gether without ire.

I know Emily Prusso 
will absolutely have these 
characteristics.  Emily has 
lived in Livermore for 22 
years and has a family 
background in education. 
She has three children who 
graduated from LVJUSD 
s c h o o l s ,  a n d  t w o  i n 
LVJUSD schools at pres-
ent. She is on two School 
Site Councils.  She is pas-
sionate about education in 
Livermore schools.  She 
holds a graduate degree in 
Literature and volunteers 
in many ways in her chil-

dren’s schools and also in 
the city of Livermore.

Craig Bueno has been 
a school board trustee for 
four years and has been 
the president of the board 
for the past three years.  
He also volunteers as a 
coach in various sports in 
the district.  His three sons 
graduated from LVJUSD 
schools.  He has served 
on School Site Councils 
and played major roles in 
fundraising efforts.  His 
leadership has been vital 
to the school board and to 
Superintendent Bowers. I 
am convinced both these 
individuals are very quali-
fied and excellent candi-
dates to the Livermore 
School Board.  Please 
vote for Emily Prusso and 
Craig Bueno for Livermore 
School Board.

Julie Testa for 
Pleasanton Council
Julie Rasnick,Pleasanton 
This serves as an endorse-
ment for Julie Testa for 
Pleasanton City Council.

I am a longtime Pleasan-
ton resident who has spent 
years watching Julie Testa’s 
active involvement to im-
prove our community.

First and foremost, Julie 
Testa is bold and indepen-
dent. She does not cave to 
blanket votes of the coun-
cil, special interest groups, 
staff recommendations, or 
anything else she doesn’t 
agree with.  She makes 
her own evaluations based 
upon research and insightful 
questioning.

Secondly, Julie Testa 
does her homework. She 
will not skim the city coun-
cil agenda and packet, and 
she will be prepared with 
questions about the items 
that affect us all as residents. 
She will relentlessly probe 
and ferret out as much infor-
mation as she needs to make 
a final decision. 

Julie is exactly the type 
of elected official we need 
as our city leaders advance 
agenda items that include 
the (as yet not scientifically 
confirmed as safe) concept 
of toilet-to-tap water for 

Pleasanton, how to address a 
growing long-term pension 
obligation debt that could 
impact future city services, 
and how much more resi-
dential growth and traffic 
our city can bear.

Julie Testa will make 
informed decisions that are 
in the best interest of Pleas-
anton residents. Vote Julie 
Testa for Pleasanton City 
Council.

Open Letter to  
Our Customers
Linda Wyner, 
Pans on Fire, Pleasanton  
It has been our pleasure 
since 2006 to provide you 
with products that allow you 
to spend quality time and 
make lasting memories with 
family and friends.

We diligently seek out 
American and European 
made products but through 
necessity many of our 
housewares are manufac-
tured in China. As you are 
aware, trade tariffs are being 
imposed on goods imported 
from China, affecting just 
about every housewares 
product imported into the 
U.S.

In September, our ven-
dors began passing along a 
10% increase in costs, and 
expect to raise prices to us 
by 25% by the end of March 
2019 based on these tariffs.

In addition, tariffs on 
raw materials have caused 
U.S. manufacturers, such 
as Nordicware and USA 
Pan, to increase their prices 
because their manufacturing 
costs are rising. Imported 
glassware is affected too, so 
we anticipate prepared food 
costs to increase as well.

As a small independent 
retailer we have no choice 
but to adjust our retail pric-
ing as we order new stock. 
We are in a favorable posi-
tion to maintain most of our 
current pricing through the 
holidays, so we hope you 
will make it a priority to 
keep Pans on Fire in mind 
for your culinary tools, and 
gourmet and entertainment 
purchases for personal, 
corporate and gift-giving 
purposes.

We are not alone in this 
challenging pricing environ-
ment. All retailers are being 
affected, but it is the local 
independent stores that will 
feel these price increases 
most keenly. Please buy lo-
cal and from independents 
to keep American busi-
nesses as strong as possible 
in these uncertain times.

Vote Joe Streng for 
Pleasanton  
City Council
Cathy Ritter
I have known Joe Streng for 
over 20 years, and I can per-
sonally attest to his passion 
for service, his open-minded 
and inclusive demeanor, 
and his consensus-building 
skills. Joe has grown up in 
Pleasanton, and balancing 
the small-town feel with 
smart and planned growth 
is extremely important to 
him. He will work tirelessly 
to maintain Pleasanton’s 
charm, open spaces and 
fiscal vitality. His ten-plus 
years of experience serving 
on various Pleasanton com-
missions and taskforces has 
provided him not only with 
the background and knowl-
edge necessary to make 
informed decisions about 
our community, but also 
the familiarity of working 
with city staff, residents and 
other committee members 
to deliver results. He is a 
positive advocate for Pleas-
anton who will listen to all 
residents (not just a select 
few) and problem-solve to 
address the pressing issues 
in our community. I'm vot-
ing for Joe Streng to make 
sure the good in Pleasanton 
gets even better.  

It's No Town Square!
Chester Moore, 
Retired Livermore 
resident homeowner
Thanks to our city's leader-
ship, Livermore downtown 
seems poised to spiral down-
ward without a sensible plan 
to create a functionally mod-
ern and efficient commercial 
downtown business district. 
Here are the reasons why I 
think you should NOT vote 
to endorse the incumbents 
who have spread so many 
"re-elect" signs around 
Livermore:

1. Since 2013, when 
the city first acquired the 
downtown redevelopment 
property from the State, 
successive city councils 
led by the incumbent may-
or have, as the responsible 
"successor agency", sat 
on a potentially extremely 
valuable historic city cen-
ter property without even 
bothering to pave it as a 
parking lot. With parking 

meters to generate revenue, 
this could have offset at 
least some of the interest 
rate costs paid by taxpayers 
during the past few years on 
the outstanding $16M loan.

2. During that time, the 
successive city councils 
have continued to adhere to 
a comprehensive long-term 
Downtown Specific Plan 
(DSP) that since 2005 had 
changed the zoning of a big 
chunk of downtown area 
businesses located north 
of Railroad Avenue from a 
"commercial" zoning to a 
"mixed use" zoning. This 
mixed-use zoning allows 
any of those commercial 
properties to be designated 
for either "commercial" OR 
"residential" use. This zon-
ing policy effectively put all 
the land owners who lease 
to the familiar businesses 
located along the north side 
of Railroad avenue (BofA, 
bowling alley, auto parts 
store, dollar store, fitness 
center, Trader Joes, medical 
supply store, pool supply 
store, etc.) on notice that 
they must stay economically 
viable in tough times, or 
face the prospect that they 
can be bought out at low 
prices by a well-financed 
housing development spec-
ulator, who can just leave 
the land vacant and vul-
nerable. Also during that 
time, the successive city 
councils and their well-paid 
City Manager's Professional 
Staff have failed to show 
any visionary leadership 
in formulating an alternate 
and optimistically futuris-
tic plan for the economic 
redevelopment of the failed 
Lucky-Store block and its 
surrounding dated, but still 
attractive and historic, com-
mercial business district.

3.  Instead, the City 
Councils decided to con-
tinue to financially subsidize 
long-favored downtown 
restaurants and shops by 
providing "free" parking 
in the large dusty parking 
lot surrounding our historic 
Southern Pacific railroad 
depot, affectionally known 
as "Dolly". Other business 
centers located elsewhere in 
town do not enjoy a similar 
subsidy to lease/maintain 
the landscaped parking 
lots that they provide their 
customers "for free". Now 
they want citizens to pay 
for a massive new parking 
structure to occupy the open 
space and they show signs 
they believe they should 
subsidize also the new com-
mercial property develop-
ers.

I admit that I am a biased 
observer in this current 
Nov 2018 political debate, 
because I was the citizen-
candidate for city council 
of the Nov. 2016 election, 
who had quickly gathered 
signatures to run as the 
“Town Square Candidate" 
after those two controversial 
July 2016 Lennar high-
density housing workshop 
meetings. Most of us had 
said we wanted "much more 
open space" that we could 
enjoy together.

I still believe that the 
Town Square concept, as 
described in detail on my 
website, is a much simpler 
taxpayer-beneficial plan 

than any of the misguided 
plans that our city leaders 
have so laboriously evolved 
during the last two years of 
their public controversies.

In early spring 2017 I 
expected the other candi-
dates to the council would 
adopt some of the functional 
elements of my website-
described Town Square con-
cept, like the Town Square 
Trolley to relieve traffic 
congestion. But in early 
spring of 2017, the new 
City Council astonished me 
by suddenly unanimously 
appointing a very select 
"Downtown Steering Com-
mittee" (DSC) of "stake-
holders" (the well-known 
local economic/political 
entities) to refine and ad-
vocate the three council-
recommended car-centric 
redevelopment components 
+ any suggested amenities 
to be considered in public 
workshops. But the coun-
cil also stipulated that the 
DSC was to make sure that 
no zero-housing "outside" 
(non-DSC generated) ma-
terials would be allowed for 
the public to discuss in the 
dozen summer workshops.

My own innovative zero-
housing Town Square con-
cept had been completely 
extinguished from consider-
ation at all the public meet-
ings. I felt our collective 
civil rights of free expres-
sion had been violated, but 
the ACLU was of no help.

Now, after digesting the 
workshop data reports, the 
city council quickly created 
in one brief council meeting 
their own consensus version 
of their original three prin-
cipal element plan. Without 
much discussion of finances 
or jobs or relationship to 
the business district, they 
added a number of new 
public structures that may 
need future public financial 
support. In their own final 
plan layout, the council rec-
ognized the redevelopment 
block will also now need a 
number of new crossroads to 
accommodate all the vehicle 
traffic needed to service 
the significantly expanded 
number of structures they 
now endorse to occupy the 
central block. Hopefully 
all future pedestrians who 
venture there will be able to 
dodge that car traffic safely.

The present council's 
redevelopment plan isn't 
anything like my simpler 
2016 fully-functional busi-
ness-friendly Town Square 
concept, so I don't believe 
the present plan will add 
much to the survival or pop-
ularity of an economically 
viable and connected larger 
downtown business district. 
As this letter suggests, and 
as you now hopefully know, 
Livermore still must address 
a large number of major city 
planning and regional plan-
ning challenges that it will 
be up to the people to try to 
anticipate, understand, and 
help to address. We must 
"up our game" considerably 
or suffer the mounting costs 
of our present policies.

Readers may view this en-
tire letter, which has been 
shortened for space consid-
erations, at www.indepen-
dentnews.com/mailbox  

(Continued from page 11)
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LIVERMORE AREA RECREATION  
AND PARK DISTRICT

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT DRAFT INITIAL STUDY AND 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

WILLIAM J. PAYNE SPORTS PARK RENOVATION PROJECT

The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District (LARPD) is releasing 
a Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for 
the William J. Payne Sports Park Renovation Project (project) for review 
and comment to all agencies, organizations and interested persons. The 
30-day public review period is from October 15, 2018 and ends November 
13, 2018. The William J. Payne Sports Park is a 14.07-acre special use 
park developed in 2002 that provides two natural grass baseball/softball 
fields with packed dirt infields, a multi-purpose natural grass field, and 
a bicycle motocross (BMX) course. The Park is owned by the City of 
Livermore and maintained by LARPD. The proposed Master Plan for the 
William J. Payne Sports Park would guide the redevelopment of the facility. 
The baseball/softball fields, multi-purpose field, and BMX course would 
be removed. A new lighted synthetic turf multi-purpose field enclosed with 
a fence, two futsal courts, a multi-purpose natural grass field, and a play 
area with shade canopies, a group fitness area with shade canopies, and 
a shaded picnic area would be developed. Restrooms would be provided 
near the futsal courts. The parking lot would be reconfigured to provide an 
additional 156 parking spaces with a total of 285 spaces. Vehicular access 
would be taken from the same driveway location on Patterson Pass Road. 
A walking loop would be provided around the perimeter of the synthetic 
turf fields and the multi-purpose natural grass field. A pedestrian gateway 
would be provided at the intersection of South Vasco Road/Patterson Pass 
Road.
The Draft IS/MND prepared for this project demonstrates that 
implementation of the proposed project with the recommended mitigation 
measures will not have any significant or unmitigatable effects on the 
environment. The Draft IS/MND and all related analysis are available to the 
General Public at the Livermore Area Recreation and Park District’s office 
at 4444 East Ave Livermore, California 94550, Livermore Public Library 
and on LARPD’s website at www.larpd.org. Please send your comments 
to the Livermore Area Recreation and Park District at 4444 East Avenue 
Livermore, California 94550 or by email to plord@larpd.org by November 
13, 2018. The LARPD Board hearing for the project is on November 14, 
2018 at 7 PM at 4444 East Avenue, Robert Livermore Community Center.

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL 
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000                   
___________________
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 550056

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: JV & Sons 
Tool, LLC, 1270 Kings River 
Rd, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
JV & Sons Tool, Limited 
Liability Company, 1270 
Kings River Rd, Livermore, 
CA  94550 
This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Joe R. Villarreal, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 25, 2018. 
Expires September 25, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4417. Published October 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2018.

____________________
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 550017

The following person(s) do-
ing business as: DeHeng 
Law Offices, 7901 Stoner-
idge Dr #208, Pleasan-
ton, CA  94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
DeHeng Law Offices PC, 
7901 Stoneridge Dr #208, 
Pleasanton, CA  94588 
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: June 1, 2018
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Keliang “Clay” Zhu, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 24, 2018. 
Expires September 24, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4418. Published  October 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2018.______________________

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 549878-879
The following person(s) 
doing business as: 1)CLA 
Construction 2)A+ Pumps 
and Drainage, 54 E. 7th St, 
Tracy, CA  95376, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Christopher Anthony, 54 E. 
7th St, Tracy, CA  95376 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: 1988
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Christopher Anthony, 
Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 20, 2018. 
Expires September 20, 2023.
The Independent Legal 
No. 4419. Published  Oc-
tober 4, 11, 18, 25, 2018. 

 ______________________

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 549085
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The Bell 
Brothers, 2229 Via Espada, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Russell Bell, 2229 Via Espa-
da, Pleasanton, CA  94566 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: October 1, 2003
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Russell Bell, Manager
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on September 6, 2018. 
Expires September 6, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4420. Published  October 4, 
11, 18, 25, 2018.______________________

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 550501
The following person(s) 
doing business as: First 
Responder Safety Training, 
4931 Julie Street, Liver-
more, CA  94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
1)Augustine J. Gonzalez 2)
Kerry L. Gonzalez, 4931 
Julie Street, Livermore, CA  
94550 
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: January 27, 
2009
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Augustine J. Gonzalez
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 4, 2018. Expires 
October 4, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4422. Published October 11, 
18, 25, November 1, 2018.____________________________________________

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 550412
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Adam Lewis 
Construction, 2019 Research 
Drive, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
ALC Services Company, 
4435 First Street #308, Liver-
more, CA  94551 
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: January 16, 
2018
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Adam Lewis, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 3, 2018. Expires 
October 3, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4423. Published October 
18, 25, November 1, 8, 2018.______________________

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 551000
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Bar KZ 
Ranch, 1442 Buena Vista 
Ave, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):

Norman Nather, 1442 Buena 
Vista Ave, Livermore, CA  
94550 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Norman Nather
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 19, 2018. Expires 
October 19, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4425. Published October 
25, November 1, 8, 15, 2018.______________________

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 550844
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Profes-
sional Flooring Services, 474 
Hillcrest Ave, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Ralph Valdez, 474 Hillcrest 
Ave, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Ralph Valdez, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 15, 2018. Expires 
October 15, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4426. Published October 
25, November 1, 8, 15, 2018.______________________

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 550156
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: DKNY, 2778 
Livermore Outlets Drive, 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
The Donna Karan Company 
Store LLC, 7401 Boone Ave 
N, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428
This business is conducted 
by a Limited Liability Com-
pany
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: November 8, 
2012
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Randon Q. Roland, Vice 
President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 26, 2018. 
Expires September 26, 2023.
The Independent Legal No. 
4427. Published October 
25, November 1, 8, 15, 2018 
.
ANIMALS ______________________
2) CATS/ DOGS ______________________
ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 (925)426-8656______________________

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:
Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.
Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.
Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer 
opportunities, and how to 
donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL 
RESCUE on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram.______________________
FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption. 

EMPLOYMENT______________________
65) HELP WANTED______________________

Consensia, Inc. 
Dublin, CA

F/T position 
(Telecommute OK)

Senior Solution Architect:
 dsgn & dev PLM solution; 
req Bachelor's or equiv + 
5 yrs prog prof exp + spec 

skills. 

Visit consensia.com or 
send resume to  

skeswani@consensiainc.
com  

Principles only. EOE 

57) SERVICES______________________
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.______________________
TO PLACE  
CLASSIFIED AD
Call  (925)243-8000
 
MERCHANDISE______________________
114) FOR SALE______________________
115)ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 

YARD SALES______________________
118) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156______________________
127) LOST/ FOUND

NOTICES /ANNOUNCE-
MENTS______________________ 
155) NOTICES______________________ 
“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contrac-
tors include their license 
numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or (800)321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board.”

REAL ESTATE______________________ 
168)LAND FOR SALE______________________ 
170)LAND FOR RENT______________________ 
157)OFFICE/HOUSE/CON-
DO/DUPLEX/APT RENTAL______________________ 
1 6 5 ) H O U S E / R O O M S /
RENTALS TO SHARE______________________ 
160)BOAT/RV  RENTAL 
SPACE______________________ 
Inland Valley Publishing 
Co.
Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

IndIcate correctIons or aPProVaL VIa eMaIL

• OK as is 

• OK with changes noted

• Make changes  
 and return for approval

2250 First St Livermore, CA 94550 
(925) 447-8700  Fax: (925) 447-0212

The Independent is not responsible for any mistakes not 
identified by client. Computer screen and print quality 
may have variations in text, color and photo. Accuracy 
of color reproduction from digital files is not guaranteed. 
We accept no responsibility for color variations, between 
submitted images and final ads, due to printing process.

Pr
o

o
f

Cable Installers Wanted!
Immediate openings for Cable Installers

No experience necessary, we will train.

$5,000 Bonus for experienced techs  
$2,500 Bonus for no experience

Benefits - Health, Dental, Vision, 401K 
Company vehicle with gas card provided

Bring current DMW report to interview. 
Call (916) 215-9309 to apply.

Open Interviews Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 
1920 Mark Ct. #190, Concord, CA

2 col x 3” Classifieds
JUN-15-2017

A solar power project will be discussed October 25 by the 
East County Board of Zoning Adjustments. The Board will 
meet at 1:30 p.m. in the Pleasanton Council Chambers, 200 
Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton.

The board will discuss an application to allow for the 
construction and operation of a Solar Electric Facility on 
71.66 acres at 4871 N. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 

Staff is recommending that the board review the project 
staff report, initial study, and application documents; then, 
take public testimony, and communicate CEQA and project-
related concerns to applicant and staff.

A Sand Hill Wind Repowering project hearing scheduled 
for the same meeting has been postponed, pending further 
determination about the status of the project with respect to 
compliance with CEQA.

 

Solar Power Project
Hearing Scheduled

Engineering 
Documentary
To Be Shown
Las Positas College (LPC) and Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) have teamed up with Bechtel 
Corporation and the American Society of Civil Engineers 
for an evening of film and discussion with the Tri-Valley 
premiere of the Bechtel Corporation-produced documen-
tary Dream Big: Engineering Our World on Monday, 
November 5.

The first of its kind, Dream Big: Engineering Our World, 
transforms ideas about engineering and celebrates the hu-
man ingenuity behind large and small engineering marvels. 
Through stunning cinematography, the film reveals the heart 
that drives engineers to create better lives for people around 
the world through compelling personal stories.

Immediately following the film, a panel of LLNL engi-
neers including staff engineers at the Center for Engineered 
Materials and Manufacturing William Smith and Julie 
Mancini, energy systems and thermal fluids staff engineer in 
LLNL's Computational Engineering Division Dr. Suzanne 
Singer, and engineering technician at the Center for Micro 
and Nano Technology, Materials Engineering Division 
Javier Alvarado will lead a discussion about their journeys 
into the field of engineering.

LPC will screen Dream Big: Engineering Our World and 
hold the panel discussion from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the LPC 
Mertes Center for the Arts Main Theater, Building 4000, 
3000 Campus Hill Drive in Livermore.

Although the event is free, a daily parking permit of $3 
will need to be purchased. Permits are available in any lot. 
Visit http://laspositascollege.edu/llnl

The Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD) invites Livermore community members to 
serve on the Parcel Tax Citizens' Oversight Committee. 
Applications for three open positions are available on the 
LVJUSD website, and should be received by Wednesday, 
October 31, 2018. Applicants should be representatives of 
one of the following sectors of our community: (1) member 
of the parent community; (2) member of the community at 
large; or (3) member of the senior community.

Committee members serve a two-year term. The com-
mittee usually meets in the evening at the LVJUSD District 
Office, during the months of January through May, on dates 
agreed on by the committee. In addition, the committee 
prepares an annual report that it presents to the Board of 

Education by the end of June.
Livermore voters approved Measure G in June 2014, 

which provided for continued support of critical educational 
programs in the LVJUSD. Specific in the ballot language of 
the parcel tax measure is the formation of an independent 
citizens' oversight committee to perform annual reviews.

More information about the Parcel Tax Citizens' Over-
sight Committee is available on the District’s web page: 
www.livermoreschools.org, or by contacting Susan Kinder, 
Assistant Superintendent of Business Services, skinder@
lvjusd.org, (925) 606-3255. Applications may be emailed 
or turned in at the LVJUSD District Office, 685 East Jack 
London Blvd, Livermore, 94551 to the attention of Susan 
Kinder.

Applicants Sought for Parcel Tax Oversight Committee

A two-year expansion project at Stoneridge Creek senior 
living community has been completed. The new construc-
tion at the community, located at 3300 Stoneridge Creek 
Way in Pleasanton, includes the addition of 12 villas (single-
story homes), 56 garden terrace homes, and 83 apartment 
homes, a multi-use pavilion, a new dining venue and an 
outdoor heated lagoon-style pool. On Tuesday, October 
30, and Tuesday, November 6, the community is holding 
walking tours to give future Stoneridge Creek residents an 
opportunity to see the new amenities and features. Media 
tours are also available. 

The expansion aimed to meet the growing demand 
for senior living options in the area. Currently, more than 
200,000 Alameda County residents are 65 years or older, 
and that number is expected to grow substantially within 
the next ten years with the aging of Baby Boomers. 

“We’re proud to be a part of the Pleasanton community, 
and to call the Bay Area home for the past five years,” said 
Zeke Griffin, executive director for Stoneridge Creek. “It’s 
an exciting time for Stoneridge Creek to grow our mission, 
serve more seniors, and help provide them and their families 

a secure future.”
Stoneridge Creek opened its doors in 2013 to much 

demand. The 50-acre campus is currently home to more 
than 750 seniors. The CreekView Health Center is located 
adjacent to Stoneridge Creek, offering residents access to 
long-term care services, if ever needed. 

Stoneridge Creek residents enjoy the services and ame-
nities of the community, including a movie theater, dog 
park, putting green, bocce court, indoor swimming pool, 
fitness center and spa, and business center. Along with 
new housing options for seniors at Stoneridge Creek, the 
expansion features a heated lagoon-style pool, new fitness 
studio, pickleball court, a second dog park, croquet court, 
and a creek with a waterfall feature. 

“Residents have waited years to move into this second 
phase of the community, and we’re thrilled to have it fully 
completed,” said Griffin. “Stoneridge Creek brings together 
all the elements to maximize independence and provide 
life-enriching services and wellness for seniors living in 
the Bay Area.”

Stoneridge Creek Campus Expansion Completed

Hacienda is reporting nearly 250,000 square feet of transac-
tions for the year as of the close of the third quarter with 
more activity expected before the end of 2018. While some 
declines in occupancy have been seen over the last few 
months, these conditions are expected to change soon with 
recent investment and current market space requirements 
that are likely to be fulfilled within the development. The 
park is the largest mixed-use development of its kind in 
Northern California.

“2018 has been a good year for new investment in 
Hacienda,” said James Paxson, Hacienda’s general man-
ager. “While there have been some occupancy declines 
in some products, these are likely to be temporary. The 
largest factor contributing to vacancy at the moment is the 
recent departure of Veritiv. However, with new investment 
recently made in the premier, strategically-located logistics 

facility that they occupied, there is every expectation that 
this vacancy will soon be filled. Additional demands for 
space that are currently in the market are also likely to be 
met with a Hacienda address.”

Several significant transactions occurred during the 
Third Quarter. Major leases and acquisitions were initiated 
by companies in a variety of business segments, includ-
ing: Neotract (expansion and relocation), Bosch Rexroth 
Corporation, Farmers Insurance (relocation), and Quotient.

Construction activity is now completed on renovations 
to 5900 Owens Drive for the new Starbucks facility and 
construction is nearly completed on the 94-unit Andares 
residential project on W. Las Positas Blvd. Major building 
renovations and construction are continuing for new tenants 
at 5901 Coronado Lane, 4155 Hopyard Road, and at the 
Rosewood Commons facility.

Hacienda Activity Continues to Thrive
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William “Bill” Samuel 
Neef, Jr.

Dec. 28, 1928 – Oct. 15, 2018.
The Neef family is united 

in grieving the loss of our 
loving and supportive fa-
ther, grandfather, and great-
grandfather Bill.  Bill was 

born in Dayton, Ohio.  He 
held a master’s degree from 
Cornell University and cher-
ished his time there where 
he met his wife, Gertrude 
Strong.  In 1958 he moved 
his family from Indiana to 
Livermore when he took 
a position as Mechanical 
Engineer at LLNL, where he 
worked for 36 years.  While 
raising his family in Liver-
more, he was a member of 
First Presbyterian Church, a 
Boy Scout leader, a baseball 
coach, a Rotarian (includ-
ing president), and a father 
to four exchange students.  
He liked to play bridge and 
golf and he enjoyed driving 
anything with wheels.  More 
than anything, he loved 
people of all ages, nationali-
ties and creeds. He will be 
remembered for his generos-
ity and work toward social 
justice.  His big booming 
voice was “The Voice of the 
Cowboys” as he announced 
the Livermore High School 
football home games for 
20 years, as well as having 
acted as PA for the Rodeo 
Parade for many years.

The family is suggesting 
donations be made to Rotary 
International Foundation 
to honor his interest in in-
ternational humanitarian 
causes.  Memorial service: 
First Presbyterian Church 
Livermore, October 24th 
at 2:00p.

Virginia (Ginny) Graf 
Waldron

Virginia (Ginny) Graf 
Waldron, 89, long time resi-
dent of Pleasanton went to 
meet her Lord on October 
13, 2018 due to complica-
tions of pneumonia.

Ginny was born on Au-
gust 24, 1929 in Chicago, 
Illinois to Florence and 
William Graf.  Raised in 
Chicago along with her 
brother, Bill and sister, Bet-
ty, she grew up in the brick 
brownstone built by her 
father.  In June 1950, Ginny 
graduated from the Univer-

sity of Chicago with a BA in 
Liberal Arts.  After college, 
she worked as a secretary 
for Continental Casualty 
Insurance until she moved to 
California in 1954 in search 
of job opportunities and a 
better climate for her parents 
who would join her.

In 1956, Ginny met the 
love of her life, Dick Wal-
dron, and were married for 
47 years until Dick’s death 
in 2001.  

Ginny had great faith 
which she lived daily and 
passed on to her children 
who surrounded her as she 
went home to be with her 
Lord and beloved husband, 
Dick.  She is survived by 
her son Jim of Pleasanton; 
son, John, wife, Julie and 
children Grant and Grace 
of Rancho Palos Verdes; 
daughter Susan Feldman, 
husband, Doug and children 
John and Alison of Granite 
Bay; and daughter Julie 
Lawrence, husband Steve 
and daughters Michelle and 
Renee of Huntington Beach; 
and her faithful Bichon 
Buddy.

A Celebration of Ginny’s 
Life will be held on Sunday, 
November 4 at noon at 
Lynnewood United Meth-
odist Church, 4444 Black 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Lynnewood 
United Methodist Church in 
Ginny’s honor.

A life well lived!

Betty Ann Tetzke
Betty Ann Tetzke (née 

McRae) passed away with 
her daughter by her side in 
Livermore, CA on Saturday, 
October 13, 2018 at the age 
of 87. 

Betty was born to parents 
Kenneth and Leila McRae 
on June 14, 1931 in the 
small town of Chatfield, 
MN.  She grew up the eldest 
of three.  She attended Chat-
field High School where she 
played the clarinet in the 
marching band, and in the 
local summer park concerts 
and parades.  It was here 
that her teacher, Miss Gal-
lagher, taught her so much 
English that she decided to 
become an English teacher.  
After graduating CHS in 
1949, Betty attended Ma-
calester College in St Paul, 
MN where she earned a 
Bachelors of Arts degree 
and Masters in Education 
degree.

 In 1953, she married 
Helmer T. Tetzke (née 
Titzke) in Chatfield, MN 
and then moved west in 
1954.  The couple got their 
first jobs at Francis Park-
er School in San Diego, 
CA which included teach-
ing typing and overseeing 

school finances.  This was 
the beginning of a long and 
exciting career in education.

During Bet ty ' s  50+ 
years  in education she was 
a middle and high school 
English, Social Studies and 
US Government teacher; a  
guidance counselor; a re-
source teacher for the gifted; 
a director of programs at 
the San Diego, Los Angeles 
and San Francisco Schools 
of Creative and Performing 
Arts; Co-developer/Asst 
Director of  Instruction at 
the Charter School of San 
Diego; first Headmaster at 
Miras International School 
in Kazakhstan; Board mem-
ber for SIAS International 
University in China; and a 
faculty member for student 
teachers at National Uni-
versity in San Diego.  She 
was a huge advocate for 
both students and teachers, 
and worked tirelessly with 
school districts and associa-
tions (SDTA, CAG, CTA) 
to leave the world a better 
place.

Betty was a 52 year resi-
dent of Pacific Beach (San 
Diego).  She divorced in 
1975, but continued to raise 
her two children and taught 
them to appreciate the arts, 
history, culture, and commu-
nity.  Whether it was taking 
her children to a Balboa 
Park museum, help run a 
teachers conference, attend 
a play at the Old Globe The-
ater or climb Mount Whit-
ney she embraced life to the 
fullest.  She will be fondly 
remembered for watching 
old Westerns, her colorful 
dress and use of pink and 
purple pens when writing. 

In her spare time, Betty 
loved to travel and experi-
ence other cultures.  She 
especially enjoyed trips 
back to Minnesota, learning 
about her Scottish heritage 
in the highlands of Scot-
land, shopping for boots in 
Italy, meeting the country 
folk in Croatia, seeing the 
Great Wall and Terracotta 
Warriors in China, riding 
a camel in India and teach-
ing in Kazakhstan.  Betty 
was generous and known 
to extend invitations to old 
and new friends to come 
visit her in San Diego. When 
guests arrived she would 
say, "for the first fifteen min-
utes you're company, after 
that you are on your own!".  
She would load her guests 
up with discount coupons 
and brochures and chauffeur 
them around to see the sites.  

As the years went by, 
Betty didn't care for cook-
ing much.  A dinner was 
often her favorite Dagwood 
sandwich.  She preferred to 
dine out and would regularly 
meet up with friends or co-
workers for lunch or dinner.  
She was known to say that 
the three best words in the 
English language are "Let's 
Eat Out". 

The true light in her life 
were her two grandchildren.  
She adored being a grand-
mother and was so proud of 
their individual talents.  You 
could tell how much they 
meant to her by the number 
of photographs she took!  
Her grandson and daughter 
were blessed to spend the 

last three years with Betty 
in Livermore, CA. 

Betty touched so many 
lives and in return she got 
friends for life.

Betty leaves behind her 
daughter, Tamara (Robert) 
Vieira, her daughter-in-
law Annette Barteau; her 
grandchildren, Tesla (Mike) 
Francis and Michael Vieira; 
her brother Kermit (Audrey) 
McRae; and her nieces, Jill 
(Terry) McRae-Cook, Ann 
McRae, Jeri Young, Wanda 
(Steve Calderon) Avery and 
Sara (Greg) Skeen.  She is 
preceded in death by her 
ex-husband, Helmer Tetzke; 
her son, Scott Tetzke; her 
sister Donna Lindquist; and 
her parents.

As per her wishes, Betty 
will be cremated and laid 
to rest next to family at the 
Chatfield Cemetery (Chat-
field, MN) after a private 
graveside service in 2019.

Betty's family extends 
a heartfelt "thank you and 
God bless you" for the kind 
words and condolences.  
They ask that you cele-
brate Betty's life by dining 
out with your family and 
friends; just say "Let's Eat 
Out!"

If you are inspired to do 
more, a donation in Betty's 
name can be made to the 
world's largest collection 
of brass band music: the 
Chatfield Music Lending 
Library.  Donations can 
be made via their website 
(https://chatfieldband.lib.
mn.us/) or by mail (81 Li-
brary Lane SW,  P.O. Box 
578, Chatfield, MN 55923). 

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Tetzke family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com.  

Julia Anne Lewis
June 24, 1943 - Oct 15, 2018

Resident of Livermore
Mrs. Lewis passed peace-
fully at Stanford Valley Care 
Hospital surrounded by her 
loving family.  

Julia and her husband, 
Paul, moved to Livermore 
in 1974 where they raised 
their 8 children.

Julia loved taking care of 
her family and home. Julia 
worked full time as a Medi-
cal nurse for several years 
of her life prior to becom-
ing a successful Real Estate 
Agent in the Livermore area.

Our mother was an el-
egant and graceful lady to all 
who knew her. She was an 
active member in the com-
munity, including serving 
as a board member for the 
City of Livermore Human 
services commission. Julia 
was also a past President 
and member of the Country 

Collectors for several years.
Julia was always giving 

of her time to help oth-
ers. Julia was a dedicated 
Christian/Catholic who 
was always active in the 
church community serving 
and teaching at St. Charles 
Church and Calvary Tri-Val-
ley Church in Pleasanton.

Julia Lewis is survived 
by her loving husband, Paul 
Lewis, of 54 years; four 
daughters, Theresa, Julia, 
Sarah, and Geraldine and 
two sons, Paul Jr. and Danny 
Lewis.  She is also survived 
by 12 grandchildren, three 
sisters, and one brother.

Julia was preceded in 
death by three daughters: 
infant daughter, Carolyn, 
Mary (2009) and Molly 
(2010).

A Celebration of Life 
will be held November 2, 
2018 at 11:00 am, Callaghan 
Mortuary Chapel, 3833 East 
Avenue, Livermore, with 
Pastor Clay Worell officiat-
ing from Calvary Tri-Valley 
in Pleasanton.

In Lieu of donations, 
the family asks that you 
consider becoming an organ 
donor. It saves lives, like our 
mother’s. Callaghan Mortu-
ary is honored to be serving 
the Lewis family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

Richard Sanches 
Baguio

Richard Sanches Baguio of 
Livermore was born Febru-
ary 10th, 1933 to parents, 
Casiano and Isabel Baguio, 
in Salinas, California.

He was married to Pa-
tricia Baguio. He worked 
at the Alameda Naval base, 
and he was an Airforce 
Veteran who fought in the 
Korean War.

Richard enjoyed weekly 
bowling, making others 
laugh with his jokes, fishing, 
karaoke, and writing poems. 
As we all know, he wrote a 
book, My Life and Loves 
(which can be purchased on 
Amazon and in the book-
store on itunes); he also 
invented a fishing backpack. 
He loved spending time 
with his family, especially 
his children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
He looked forward to Super 
Bowl festivities with his 
sons every year. His best 
friend was Charlie, his dog.

Richard departed his 
body on October 12, 2018 
leaving behind a legacy of 
family. He is preceded in 
death by his wife, Patricia, 
late wife, Clara, and first 
wife, Jeanie, the mother 
of his children, his parents 
Casiano and Isabel, children 
William and Laurie and his 

siblings Albert and Steven. 
He is survived by his chil-
dren Richard Jr., Kenny, Mi-
chael and Robert; his grand-
children Tina, Lena, Alina, 
Kenny Boy, Tenaj, Michael 
Jr., Brittany, Patrick, Luis, 
Ariel, Brandon, Destiny, 
Tabitha and Chance; 24 
great grandchildren and 4 
great great grandchildren; 
his siblings Gertrude, Alfred 
and Elieen and a host of 
nieces and nephews that he 
loved greatly.

He will be forever in our 
hearts, so when you think of 
Rich, remember him with a 
smile. Callaghan Mortuary 
is honored to be serving the 
Baguio family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

Michael Wayne 
Baughman

Michael Wayne Baughman, 
66, of Livermore, CA and 
Herold, WV, passed away 
in his cabin on October 22, 
2018 after a long battle with 
Cholangiocarcinoma.

M i k e  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Charleston, WV, and at-
tended schools in West Vir-
ginia and then Indiana. He 
was drafted in 1971 into the 
Army as an Infantryman and 
fought in the Vietnam War. 
He served with the 1st of the 
101st Airborne and the 2nd 
of the 502nd Infantry. He 
was decorated with a Bronze 
Star and Combat Infantry-
man Badge among other 
awards. Mike loved being a 
part of the American Legion 
Riders. He was a strong 
voice for Veterans, making 
them aware of his service 
related cancer, so they may 
seek advocacy. 

Mike graduated Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo in 1981 
with a degree in Industrial 
Engineering, and had a very 
successful career in Silicon 
Valley. He enjoyed playing 
the banjo in bluegrass bands 
with friends, and attending 
festivals. Mike loved work-
ing on his cabin in West 
Virginia and living life to its 
fullest by being surrounded 
by the people he loved.

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Christina, his 
daughter, Lesley (Mike), 
son, Ryan (Sheri), daughter, 
Megan (Nick); his grand-
children, Blake, Clayton, 
Connor, Rylie, and Logan; 
four brothers, Terry, Rick, 
Craig, and Rodney, as well 
as nieces and nephews.

Burial services will be 
held at Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church in Braxton County, 
WV with a celebration of 
life to follow at 1pm on 
Saturday, October 27th. 

OBItuArIes

Goodfellow Bros. (GBI), a fourth-generation, family-owned business with more than 98 
years of experience in the heavy civil construction industry, held their Seventh Annual Little 
Heroes Golf Tournament on Sept. 24th at Ruby Hill Golf Club in Pleasanton, California, 
benefiting The Taylor Family Foundation (TTFF).

The event raised $85,000 in funds that will go directly to TTFF, whose mission is to 
preserve the wellness and enhance the quality of life for children in Northern California 
living with life-threatening and chronic illnesses, developmental disabilities, and at-risk 
youth through unique therapeutic experiences and support.

More than 130 golfers participated in the fun-filled scramble-style tournament that 
brought together customers, subcontractors, and suppliers to support the cause.

“Without the long-term friendship and support of Goodfellow, TTFF would not have 
been able to offer many of the programs and respite for so many local children and fami-
lies. Without a doubt, Goodfellow is a huge part of our village,” said TTFF Co-Founder 
and President Elaine Taylor.

Goodfellow Bros., whose mission is to be the contractor of choice by their clients, 
employees and communities in which they live and work, is no stranger to giving-back.

“It has been our extreme privilege to support this wonderful organization for the past 
20 years, and specifically through the seventh consecutive year of our golf fundraiser,” 
said California Division President Brian Gates.  “Our partnership with TTFF is one we 
hold in the highest regard, and is just one of the many ways GBI is making our community 
stronger and improving others’ lives through philanthropy.”

Goodfellow Bros. California Region 
Donates $85,000 to the Taylor Family 
Foundation in Their Seventh Annual 
Little Heroes Golf Tournament

Photo - Sherman Chu
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When it 
matters most, 
patients turn 

to Stanford 
Health Care

 “ At Stanford, the whole team 
was great at making sure the 
right things happened for me 
to have the amazingly good 
recovery I’ve had so far.”
 –Brett

DISCOVER OUR PATIENT STORIES AT

U.S. News & World Report, 
again, recognizes Stanford 
Health Care in the top 10 

best hospitals in the nation.

Brett’s cross-country bicycling trip ended 1,000 miles 
short of his goal. While crossing through Oklahoma, 
he crashed, landing on his head. He spent nine days in 
a coma. Part of his skull was removed to create space 
for his swelling brain. When he was stable enough to 
be moved, his family chose Stanford. 

 There, a team of traumatic brain injury specialists 
stabilized his inter-cranial pressure, rebuilt his skull 
and supported him through his neurologic therapy. 
Facing multiple years to fully recover, Brett pushed 
himself physically and mentally. He relearned how to 
talk, walk and use his le�  side. Six years later, Brett 
walks 40 to 70 miles a week and has completed 600 
rides on a stationary bicycle. “I really feel like I’ve 
pulled through it the best I possibly could,” he said. 
“At Stanford, the whole team was great at making 
sure the right things happened for me to have the 
amazingly good recovery I’ve had so far.” 

SEIU_Brett_10x21_ADprint.indd   1 10/9/2018   1:33:23 PM
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Amateur Wrestling News, the oldest publication devoted 
to amateur Wrestling named Californian Al Fontes as the 
2018 recipient of the Bob Dellinger Award. The Dellinger 
Award has been given to the nation’s top wrestling writer 
since 1960. A native of Livermore, Al has been actively 
involved in the sport of wrestling in many functions since 
first entering the sport in 1978. He has served as State Edi-
tor of the California Wrestler Newsletter since 1995 and a 
contributing editor of several national wrestling publications 
and websites, including Wrestling USA Magazine, Amateur 
Wrestling News, WIN Magazine, InterMat, FloWrestling, 
and theMat. His awards include Wrestling USA Editor-
of-the-Year in 2001, WUSA Person-of-the-Year in 2002, 
and was an Irv Oliner Award recipient for contributions to 
California wrestling. 

Fontes also coached wrestling for 25 years, at Livermore 
HS, Antioch HS, Liberty HS, Junction Avenue Middle School, Christensen Middle School, 
for the Tri-Valley Wrestling Club, and Delta Wrestling Club. He was California Team 
Leader at the NHSCA Senior Nationals in 2001, 2002, and 2006, winning the national team 
title in 2001 and posting runner-up finishes the other two years. He has been responsible 
for compiling statistical history of all CIF State Champions, NCAA Champions, High 
School All-Americans, Freestyle/Greco-Roman All-Americans, and Olympians. 

Al wrestled for Livermore in the early 1980s and Chabot College and graduated from 
the University of San Francisco with College Honors. In 2016, Al was inducted into the 
California Wrestling Hall-of-Fame.

Livermore's Al Fontes Wins Bob Dellinger Award

U18 Kurse Continue to Impress Coaches and Spectators
On Sunday, October 21st, 2018, the girls of West Coast 
Kurse traveled to Daly City for a match against the SF 
Revolution. Coming off the previous weekend victory, the 
WCS took to the field with confidence knowing that even 
with a small roster they were up for the challenge. The team 
played well, with the defense effectively breaking up most 
of the opponents’ offensive charge. The offense moved the 
ball well through the midfield and up to the forwards line, 
sending 15 shots on goal. Although the Kurse did not win 
this one, the team played a good game and are garnering the 
attention and admiration of all those who watch. 

West Coast Wicked U15 Girls Strike Again
On Sunday, West Coast Wicked 04 NPL matched up against 
Davis Legacy 04 Red/ECNL for a great battle. Wicked's 
Kaya Scott ripped a long bender into the upper corner to 
take the lead. Davis answered back with a goal but Wicked 
wasn't finished as they came together to score again. Adriana 
Martins passed to Makeila Yancey for the game-clinching 
goal. It was a fast paced physical game and an excellent 
performance by both teams. WCS Wicked continues their 
winning streak with a 2-1 victory over Davis Legacy ECNL. 

West Coast Wildfire U19 Girls on a Roll
West Coast Wildfire 00 Girls shine in the NPL Champions 
League victory vs DA Club San Jose Earthquakes.

On Sunday at Altamont Creek field in Livermore, Wild-
fire took control early with a cross from Jaden Hall and a 
chip shot on goal from Tatiana Elsea for the first score of 
the game at 1-0. Defenders Reagan Mah, Callie Crain, Kate 
Wallace,Savannah Seals, Meredith Hagler and Isa Saave-
dra all played well regulating the Earthquakes fast moving 
offense. The Earthquakes were able to capitalize on a PK 
foul in the box to tie the score at 1-1.  A beautiful save from 
Wildfires Goalie Brianna Odell kept the score tied going into 
the half.  Second half offense from Dakota Hawkins, Jaden 
Hall, Tatiana Elsea and Savannah Boone kept the pressure 
on the Earthquakes defense along with great ball movement 
from midfielders Precious Martinez, Megan Clifton, Daniela 
Vallejo, Makenna Diaz and Jessa Lyons. 

Callie Crain passed the ball to Savannah Boone for a 
score enabling Wildfire to regain the lead at 2-1. Wildfires 
Jaden Hall would increase the lead to 3-1 following up on 
a rocket shot from defender Callie Crain that ricocheted off 
the goal. Wildfire wouldn’t stop there as midfielder Daniela 
Vallejo’s beautiful pass would set up Megan Clifton who 
would run the ball down the field and score the final goal 
to end the game at 4-1. Next weekend Wildfire will gear up 
to compete in the MVLA tournament.

West Coast Krossfire U13 Girls Claim Top Seed in State 
Cup Group Play
WCS Krossfire 06G Secure Top Seed in State Cup Group 
Play. 

Going into Sunday afternoon's match against San Ramon 
FC 06G Navy, West Coast Krossfire 06G were tied a the top 
their Group Play bracket. Knowing that they needed at least 
a tie to win their bracket outright, the Krossfire attack came 
out firing. Payton Hoover started off the Krossfire scoring 
in the second minute, knocking in a pass from Kendra Rid-
diough. Gianna Ramirez would add a pair of goals to give 
Krossfire the 3-0 lead. Riddiough and Hoover continued 
their scoring connection and Riddiough would knock in 
the fourth goal To give Krossfire a 4-0 lead in the first half.

The second half saw the Krossfire defense lock down 
the San Ramon attack. The defensive rotation of Brittany 
Hahn, Adriana Paneda, Paige McLean, Sophia Simonds, 
Madeline Snodgress and Jasleen Gasca held strong allow-
ing San Ramon to only muster one shot on goal, which 
goalkeeper Jennessa Maselli was able to cover. Krossfire's 

Riddiough-Hoover connection also continued as both added 
goals assisted by the other. Krossfire would go on to win 6-0 
and claim the top spot in their NorCal Premier State Cup 
group play bracket.

Next up for Krossfire is the Placer Girls tournament in 
the Sacramento on October 27-28.

West Coast Koyotes U11 Girls Breakout Weekend
On Saturday, October 20, at Christensen Park in Livermore, 
the West Coast 08 Koyotes faced San Ramon FC 08G White. 
San Ramon started the game with two goals in the first four 
minutes.  The Koyotes did not give up.  Taylor Conover 11 
minutes in the first half, sent a nice shot into the net for West 
Coast. Cailey Sasaki, Isabella Hansen and Delaeni Grajeda 
were very aggressive defenders and were able to move the 
ball up the field. Megan Silva tied the game 16 minutes 
in the first half with an assist from Makenna Loder. San 
Ramon answered with another goal.  Right before the half 
ended Kendall Coates snuck the ball in the net to tie again.  
Coach Adaurie Dayak gave the girls a great pep talk at half 
time. The second half was a nail bitter, as several attempts 
on goal were made by Peyton Stark, Sophia Rodriguez and 
Megan Silva. Yasmin Karcher and Natalie Miller dominated 
the middle and goalie Parker Black had 8 saves.  The game 
finished with a 3-3 tie.

On Sunday, the West Coast 08 Koyotes faced the Pied-
mont SC Highlander 08G White in State Cup game #1, 
Round 2. The game started with Peyton Stark and Cailey 
Sasaki showing great bravery even though Piedmont was 
very physical to the ball. Megan Silva made several at-
tempts at scoring goal, finally, Natalie Miller shot one past 
the goalie. Coach Adaurie Dayak once again motivated and 
fired the Koyotes up at half time. Yasmin Karcher dominated 
the middle. Taylor Caoili wowed the crowd with incredible 
throw ins. Sophia Rodriquez with an assist from Isabella 
scored. Taylor Conover passed the ball and had two at-
tempts on goal. Isabella Hansen worked her magic with a 
trick scoring three goals, assist from Makenna Loder and 
Natalie Miller.  Delaeni Grajeda was outstanding on defense 
and Parker Black had 2 saves in goal. Koyotes ended the 
game up 5-0.   

Fusion Soccer
During the September 29 weekend, Coach Rico Virchis 

led Livermore Fusion SC's 2002 Boys Maroon to a first place 
finish in the Dublin Fall Classic!

After opening with a 2-2 tie against San Ramon, Fu-
sion swept three games to earn the championship: 6-1 over 
Walnut Creek, 2-1 over Santa Clara and 1-0 over Dublin 
United in the finals.

Giuseppe "Matty" C was Fusion's tournament scoring 
leader, while Jack C excelled on defense and team captains 
Michael B and Dylan B provided strong leadership.

Coach Rico showed extraordinary commitment to his 
team by emerging from a hospital stay the previous week 
to coach all four games.

"It was a lot of hard work, and a long time coming," said 
Coach Rico. "I'm extremely proud of the boys' accomplish-
ments since the start of the summer."

West Coast Koyotes U11

Katie Reid protects the ball from a SF Revolution player. 

West Coast Wicked U15

Foothill's Haley Roundtree and Grayce Olson block 
a spike by Amador’s Mahlia Jackson. The Foothill 
varsity volleyball team won Thursday's (Oct. 18) home 
conference match against rival school Amador Valley 
by a score of 3-0. The Dons hosted Irvington. The 
Falcons have a home playoff match aginst Pittsburg in 
the first round NCS / Les Schwab Tires Girls Volleyball 
Championships.
Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Call 1-888-686-4483  
or visit

TriValleyConservancy.org
Tri-Valley 

Conservancy

DONATE  
YOUR  

VEHICLE TO  
TRI-VALLEY 

CONSERVANCY
Help Preserve 

Land for Future 
Generations

Donate cars, trucks, 
boats, tractors  

and RV’s. Running 
or not. Tax 
Deductible.

50%
OFF

BUY ONE GET ONE

menchies.com

973 E. Stanley Blvd.
Livermore, Ca
925.447.3300
For use on a single 

purchase only. Original 
coupon required for 
discount. No copies 

accepted. Offer valid at the 
Livermore location only. 
Not valid with any other 
offers or prior purchases.

DENNIS SERRAO
BROKER ASSOCIATE
CELL 925.876.3756
EMAIL  | dennis.rebroker@gmail.com
Website  |  serraoteam.com
Dre # 01251442
Livermore  |  Pleasanton

5414 Arrowhead Ct. Livermore
4 bedrooms 2 baths - This almost 1/4 acre lot 
with gleaming pool and spa! Resort style living! 
House Saturday and Sunday, 1 - 4

Call Dennis for more information.

Open House Saturday and Sunday, 1 - 4

Livermore High homecoming inaugurates new stadium
Photo - Doug Jorgensen

New Stadium Inauguration
Starting on June 9th, the day after the commencement fes-
tivities, as summer began for students in the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD), the Measure J 
Bond Program kicked off its stadium projects with a bang, 
starting with the demolition of the well-worn bleachers 
surrounding the football fields at GHS and LHS to make 
room for updated seating. The projects were underway as 
soon as possible after the school year ended and continued 
throughout the summer  in time for Homecoming at both 
campuses.

Each project included replacement of the home and 
visitor bleachers, as well as a new press box. Work at LHS 
also included a track expansion project consisting of a new 
rubberized surface and eight running lanes – up from the 
old track’s six – giving LHS the same track size as other 
high schools in the Tri-Valley. According to James Peters-
dorf, Athletic Director at LHS, while the old track met 
regulations for a high school facility, the additional lanes 
will allow the school to host invitationals and dual meets.

Both the home and visitor side bleachers are made of 
aluminum, a safer material than the old wooden bleachers 
that could splinter and deteriorate over time. The aluminum 
is also more cost-effective to maintain and will not require 
painting throughout the years, keeping the bleachers look-
ing new while reducing maintenance cost.

“The Livermore student 
athletes are in for such a 
great treat with this new 
facility,” said Petersdorf. 
“The new bleachers and 
track will put us in a great 
position to continue to grow 
our already successful pro-
grams. Thank you to the 
Livermore community for 
helping this project become 
a reality.”

These projects represent 
a significant step in the 
Measure J Bond program’s 
modernizations and up-
grades to LVJUSD campus 
facilities. Students, staff, 
and the community stand to 
benefit from the improve-
ments provided by the bond 
for years.
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Please join your local Firefighters  
in supporting these candidates  
when you vote by mail or at the  
polls on November 6

Your safety matters! 
We have made the  
protection of life and  
property our life’s work.  
We believe strong public safety  
and City services are essential to keeping  
Livermore a great community.  
Public Safety depends on committed, responsive leaders.

John  
MARCHAND  

for Mayor

Bob  
WOERNER  

for City Council

Neal  
PANN  

for City Council

Your Firefighters Support the Following Candidates…

PAID POLITICAL AD

Paid for by Livermore-Pleasanton Firefighters Local 1974  
Political Action Fund. Not authorized by a candidate or a 

committee controlled by a candidate.

Amador Valley High School Wins the EBAL Girls Golf 
Championship Tournament 
Amador Valley High School won the EBAL Championship on 
Monday (Oct 15th) at Tilden Park Golf Course. Ten teams in 
the East Bay Athletic league battled for first place but Amador 
took the title with a 386. Dougherty Valley placed second with 
a 391 and Foothill placed 3rd with a 396. Katie Murphy was 
the medalist for the tournament with a 71. The teams now head 
back to Tilden Park for the NCS Championship on October 
29th. The top three teams from NCS will head to the Norcal 
Championships.

Come Play Ball with Livermore Girls Softball
Looking for a rewarding experience for your daughter?  
Come check out Livermore Girls Softball. It’s a great place 
to make new friends, have fun, create new skills, learn 
good sportsmanship and work ethics while achieving both 
team and individual excellence. You can join us with little 
to no experience or come with a bat bag full. Girls 6 and 
up can play. We have: Recreational Ball, Middle School 
Inter-league, and Competitive Travel Ball. To register and 
take advantage of the early bird discount visit our website 
on or before 11/17/18 or just to see what LGSA is all about. 
www.livermoregirlssoftball.org. Come join us on the field. 

The St. Michael CYO cross country team took part in their 
third meet of the season on Oct. 5 at Shadow Cliffs Park.  
In the grades K-2 race, Sophia Robinson (1st) and Claire 
Spinka (2nd) were the top girl runners, while Dylan Walker 
(3rd) and Aaron Aguilera (5th) were the top boys. The 
grades 3-5 girls ran strong to finish third led by Kerrigan 
Sauder (1st), Peighton Hanson (21st), and Susie Beamon 
(26th). Also running well in that race were Nadia Heer, 
Olivia Warren, Jamie Martin, Sophie Aurelio, and Allison 
Reisdorf. The boys grades 3-5 team took first place behind 
Shane Patterson (3rd), Danny Enrique (5th), and Callan 
Mak (6th). The girls grades 6-8 team was second led by 
Jana Barron (1st), Evelyn Ruckmann-Barnes (6th), and 
Nora Blair (12th). Also running well were Lauren Waters, 
Cedalia Pereira, Kate Birdow, and Emily Ford. In the final 
race for the grades 6-8 boys, Justin Peterson (1st), Hudson 
Sauder (6th), Roland Ruckman-Barnes, and Ryken Mak 
(9th) led the team to a first place standing.

The St. Michael grades 3-5 girls team on the starting line 
before their meet at Shadow Cliffs.

The Foothill High School boys' varsity water polo team 
delivered a strong performance against San Ramon Valley 
High School on Thursday evening, however were unable to 
prevail against the league leader and lost 15-7. The whole 
team played well with 3 goals scored by Nathan Williams, 
2 by Dylan Weiglein and 1 each by Eugene Kruger and 
Sanjay Menon. Defensive standouts included goalie Moises 
Ambriz with 11 saves and a steal, and Ryan Weiglein and 
Daniel Kim each with 2 turnovers and a steal. Sanjay Menon 
and Dylan Weiglein each scored goals in Thursday's game 
against San Ramon Valley.

Foothill High Varsity Water Polo's Sanjay Menon

Granada Versus Livermore Football Game to Air On 
Tv30
Tri-Valley TV’s last televised varsity football game this 
season features a match-up between cross-town rivals, 
Granada playing host to Livermore High School. The game 
takes place on Friday, October 26th and will start airing on 
Saturday, October 27th @ 7 p.m. on Comcast TV Channel 
30 and AT&T U-verse via Channel 99 as well as streaming 
on the TV30 website at www.tv30.org. For complete air 
dates and times visit the Tri-Valley TV website at www.
tv30.org or watch anytime, anywhere by going to tv30.org 
and use our free Video on Demand service. DVDs of the 
games may also be purchased by going to the website. TV30 
sports personalities Ian Bartholomew and George Dr. “B” 
Baljevich will provide play by play and color announcing. 
Interviews during the game will include coaches, principals, 
players, students, and more.

West Coast Wildfire U18 Girls Are On Top Of Norcal 
State Cup Group Play After Two Games 
West Coast Wildfire 00 Girls are sitting at the top of Norcal 

State Cup group play after 
two games.  Wildfire met 
up with Marin FC Red at 
Cayetano Park in Livermore 
for a home match Saturday 
afternoon. Tatianna Elsea 
got things started with a 
solid low corner shot to 
giving West Coast the lead.  
Midfields Meredith Hagler, 
Mckenna Diaz, Daniella 
Vallejo, Jessa Lyons and pre-
cious Martinez began to 
gain momentum and set up 
multiple opportunities for 
forwards Megan Clifton, 

Dakota Hawkins, Savannah Boone and Savannah Seals. 
Solid defensive play from defenders Regan Mah, Isabella 
Saavedra, Katherine Aurea, Kate Wallace and GK Callie 
Crain led the first half with a shutout. Wildfire kept the game 
out of reach with a tactical adjustment that freed up Savan-
nah Seals who steamed up the side line to score and go up 
2-0. A miss clearance from West Coast GK was converted 
for a Marin score making it a 2-1 game. Wildfire finished 
out strong to put West Cost in the drivers seat and at the top 
of group play with one more game remaining. 

West Coast Soccer U16 Girls Kaos 03 Defeat Rage Pre-
mier 8-0 In State Cup Group Play

West Coast Kaos Rages 
Through State Cup – The 
U16G West Coast Kaos 
delivered an offensive as-
sault on the Pleasant Rage 
Premier team in first round 
state cup play. Kaos scored 
their first of eight goals at 
the 18th minute mark in 
the first half. The goal was 
quickly followed by three 
more making it a 4-0 game 
at halftime.  By the 75th 
minute in the second half, 
Kaos was up 8-0. The 8 

sPOrts nOtes

West Coast Kurse U17 Girls Defeat Pleasanton Rage 3-0 
In State Cup Group Play
Saturday, October 13, the girls of West Coast Kurse faced 
the Pleasanton Rage Premier team in an evening State Cup 
match. Led by team captains Monique Reil and Devyn 
Baldus at midfield, the girls proved they were up for the 
challenge. Long time goal keeper Jessica Zogaric took a 
center defender role to solidify the back line with Allyson 
“Taz” Thompson, Kaleigh Garcia and Sierra Dazhan. 
Newly-acquired goal keeper Amia Harris had an opportu-
nity to show her shut-out skills. WCS Kurse forward Katie 
Reid scored first thanks to a great combo passing play from 
Makeila Yancey. Makeila had another amazing assist to 
find Kailey Matta for goal two ending the first half 2-0. In 
the second half it was Kailey on the ball assisting play to 
Amber Feduniw for goal three. In the second half, a WCS 
Kurse player took a strong shot to the head, which took her 
out of the game for medical observation. Despite finishing 
the half a player down, West Coast Kurse finished strong to 
earn a well-deserved 3 to 0 shutout victory.

Kurse team photo

Amador Valley QB Dominick Mazotti  runs the ball against 
the Livermore Cowboys. Amador won 49-14. This Friday 
both teams take on their crosstown rivals, Foothill at 
Amador and Livermore at Granada, 7pm.
Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Meredith Hagler controlling 
the tempo

Kaos goals were shared by Maddie Del Prado, Livi Ganz, 
and Anaya Shelton.  Assists were earned by Kiara Rodri-
guez, Anaya Shelton, Daisy Samuelson, and Maddie Del 
Prado, and Maddie Mannina. Mannina is credited with the 
shutout.  Kaos remains undefeated in both state cup and 
league play this season.  The West Coast 03 girls have a 
jam packed second half of the season with one more state 
cup match, NPL 1 league, and three college showcases. 
Photo: Defender Alyssa Williams attacking with the ball.
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Rosmary S. Bartsch
Attorney at Law

Get your estate administration  
questions answered at my Successor 
Trustee class at Las Positas College 

Community Education* on Oct. 27th.
*Not for college credit

Protect your assets, protect  
your family, plan today!

(925) 456-6001www.Bartsch-Law.com

 Estate Planning  
 Trust Administration 
 Elder Law / Medi-Cal 
 

 Asset Protection 
 Probate 
 Tax Strategies 

(925) 456-6001 www.Bartsch-Law.com 
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We are 
raising the 

bar on wages.

Amazon is an Equal Opportunity-Affirmative Action Employer 
Minority / Female / Disability / Veteran / Gender Identity / Sexual Orientation

amazon.com/sanjosejobs
or text SJNOW to 77088

Apply today!

We’re hiring, with more 
hours available now.  

Work optional extra hours, 
and earn up to 20 hours  

of overtime pay.

Omni Fight Club Raises $80,000 For Unravel Pediatric Cancer
Livermore Omni Fight Club (OFC) and Unravel Pediatric Cancer recently teamed up in 
the fight against pediatric cancer to bring awareness about the disease and raise funds for 
innovative research. Since their partnership began in September, they have raised $80,000 

and received support from more than 700 Livermore community members, dozens of local 
businesses and donation matches. 

The gym raised the money through its second anniversary party and raffle, its first an-
nual membership offer, merchandise sales and a night at the movies.  

“Our two-year anniversary was a way of bringing the community together for fitness 
and fun, while also raising money for a very important cause. As a parent of three chil-
dren myself, I am passionate about supporting Unravel and all the organization is doing 
to fight pediatric cancer and help change the lack of funding,” said Managing Partner, 
Dennis Dumas. 

“I know this community and I know what they’re capable of so the opportunity to partner 
was one this entire gym and its members fully supported,” added Dumas.

"Good people doing good things. When asked upon, OFC took ‘Going Gold’ for pedi-
atric cancer awareness month to a whole new level with the same heart and passion they 
execute every day in their gyms. I am incredibly proud and honored to be a member of 
OFC,” said Krista Lund, Unravel Events Advisor.

Libby Kranz’s daughter, Jennifer, passed away from a terminal brain tumor in 2014. 
The organization was established for research, to raise awareness and to honor Jennifer.  

“We are incredibly thankful to this community and to Omni for partnering with us,” 
said Libby Kranz, who serves on the board as of one of Unravel’s Co-Founders. 

“Thirty-six children a day are diagnosed with pediatric cancer, yet less than 4% of the 
National Institute of Health cancer research budget goes towards pediatric cancer. We 
need to change this, and Omni has been instrumental in helping us raise awareness and 
funds,” said Kranz.

Omni and Unravel will continue their partnership with additional future fundraising 
events, including one in Walnut Creek and another in Pleasanton. 
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A year ago Gov. Jerry Brown 
signed a massive package of 
15 bills designed to help 
alleviate the state’s housing 
shortage. 

This year, the end of the 
Legislative session was less 
dramatic in terms of real 
estate. A few bills that the 
governor signed – and at 
least one that he vetoed – are 
worth noting, however.

Perhaps most significant 
for the Bay Area was AB-
2923, designed to encourage 
transit-oriented develop-
ment around BART stations, 
which Brown signed on 
Oct. 1.

The controversial mea-
sure, authored by Timo-
thy Grayson, D-Concord 
and David Chiu, D-San 
Francisco, gives the transit 
district more authority over 
the 250 acres it owns around 
existing and future BART 
stations. 

"We can no longer afford 
to say no to building hous-
ing, especially around transit 
hubs," said Chiu, chair of 
the Assembly Housing and 
Community Development 
Committee.

Cities and counties have 
two years to modify zoning 
restrictions or risk losing 
control over projects on 
BART land in their com-
munities.

The result could be an 
estimated 20,000 additional 
housing units by 2040.

This new law won’t di-
rectly impact Livermore, as 
BART has rejected extend-
ing service here. But Pleas-
anton and Dublin, as well 
as other nearby cities and 
unincorporated areas could 
be forced to accept housing 
that does not conform to 
their general plans.

Among the bills vetoed 
by the governor was a so-
called “work-around” to the 

federal tax bill that passed 
last year. That law caps state 
and local deductions on fed-
eral taxes at $10,000. That 
cap applies to state income 
taxes and property taxes 
combined, meaning many 
folks in high-cost states such 
as California will be unable 
to deduct all of those taxes 
on their federal taxes.

SB-539 would have ex-
panded to 75 percent an 
existing tax credit for con-
tributions to a state college 
scholarship program. The 
idea was that taxpayers 
would contribute more into 
the state program – which 
is tax-deductible – to com-
pensate for the limits on 
deductions for state and 
local taxes.

The bill, introduced by 
Kevin de Leon, D-LA, who 
is currently running for the 
U.S. Senate, would also 
have benefitted low-income 
college students.

The governor in his veto 
message noted that the In-
ternal Revenue Service has 
already vowed to disallow 
similar workarounds from 
other states.

“This measure started 
as a bold idea but because 
of adverse changes in the 
federal tax law, it now con-
fuses an already complicat-
ed scheme and could invite 
intervention by the Internal 
Revenue Service,” he said.

Another measure from de 
León, SB-100, fared better. 

This bill straightens 
California’s commitment 
to clean energy, requiring 
state utilities to acquire 
100 percent of their power 
from clean energy sources 
by 2045, including a mix of 
renewables, hydroelectric 
power and bas plants that 
capture carbon. California 
and Hawaii are currently 
the only two states with 

such ambitious renewable 
energy goals.

He also signed bills to 
streamline the approval of 
certain affordable housing 
projects with units for the 
homeless, a bill adding ser-
vices for homeless youth, 
bills to limit rent hikes in 
areas affected by natural 
disasters, and legislation 
aimed at protecting home-
owners who take out PACE 
loans to install solar energy 
systems.

Other new laws make 
permanent  the  Home-
owner’s Bill of Rights and 
straighten protections for 
those covered by the federal 
Fair Housing Act.

On the Ballot
Not going through the leg-
islative process are three 
housing-related initiatives 
on the ballot this November. 

Proposition 1 would au-
thorize $4 billion in general 
obligation bonds for hous-
ing-related programs, loans, 
grants, and projects and 
housing loans for veterans.

The proposition has wide 
support from legislators, 
municipal governments, 
labor and veterans groups. 
Those who oppose the mea-
sure express concern that it 
will add to the state’s debt.

Proposition 5, the Prop-
erty Tax Transfer Initiative, 
would amend Proposition 13 
(1978) to allow homebuyers 
who are age 55 or older or 
severely disabled to transfer 
their property tax basis, no 
matter what the new home’s 
market value or location in 
the state, as many times as 
they choose.

Current law limits prop-
erty taxes on individual 
homes, and tends to keep 
those taxes lower than they 
would be on similar newly 
purchased properties. 

In addition, Proposition 
60 (1986) allows home-
owners age 55 or older or 
severely disabled to transfer 
their property tax base year 
value to a new home in the 
same county or in any of the 
other participating counties. 

But those transfers re-
quire that the new home 
sell for less than the home 
being sold in most cases, 
and homeowners are lim-
ited to one such transfer in 
their lifetime. Proposition 
5 would eliminate those 
requirements, providing 
seniors with more flexibility 
to live where they choose.

This initiative is strongly 
supported by the California 
Association of Realtors, 
as well as a group called 
Homeownership for Fami-
lies and Tax Savings for 
Seniors.

It is opposed by SEIU 
California State Council 

Political Committee.
Proposition 10 would 

repeal the Costa Hawkins 
Rental Housing Act, a state 
law that limits how cit-
ies can apply rent control. 
This initiative would make 
it easier for cities to enact 
strict limits on when and 
how much landlords can 
increase rents.

The initiative is endorsed 
by the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors, Inner 
City Law Center, Western 
Center on Law and Poverty, 
Public Counsel, Democratic 
Socialists of America Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles Coun-
ty Democratic Party, ACLU 
of California, and League of 
Women Voters of California.

It is opposed by BRIDGE 
Housing, California Council 
for Affordable Housing, 
California State Conference 
of the NAACP, Califor-
nia Apartment Association, 

California Building Industry 
Association, Los Angeles 
Latino Chamber of Com-
merce, and Los Angeles 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

Advocates see this mea-
sure as a way to keep rent 
more affordable.

Opponents argue that 
rent control limits supply 
as more property owners 
choose to sell their proper-
ties rather than keep them 
as rental units. It can also 
discourage property own-
ers from maintaining rental 
properties, since they won’t 
be able to charge more for 
better-kept units.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor 
with Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Drysdale 
Properties, Livermore.

New State Laws to Impact Real Estate
By Cher Wollard
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Learn more at a Stanford Health Care Advantage seminar near you.

Black Bear Diner 
5100 Hopyard Rd 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 
Fri, Oct 26 • 2:00pm 
Fri, Nov 2 • 2:00pm 
Fri, Nov 9 • 2:00pm 
Fri, Nov 16 • 2:00pm 
Fri, Nov 30 • 2:00pm 
Fri, Dec 7 • 2:00pm 

Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare 
Mertes Education Center 
1015 E Stanley Blvd 
Livermore, CA 94550 
Mon, Oct 29 • 2:00pm 
Mon, Nov 5 • 2:00pm 
Mon, Nov 12 • 2:00pm 
Mon, Nov 19 • 2:00pm 
Mon, Nov 26 • 2:00pm 

Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare 
5725 W Las Positas Ave, Room 240 
Pleasanton, CA 94588 
Thu, Nov 1 • 2:00pm 
Thu, Nov 8 • 2:00pm 
Thu, Nov 15 • 2:00pm 
Thu, Nov 29 • 2:00pm 
Thu, Dec 6 • 2:00pm

H
29
86
_M
A1
90
07
v2
_MStanford Health Care Advantage is an HMO with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Stanford Health Care Advantage 

depends on contract renewal. Other providers are available in our network. This information is not a complete 
description of benefits. Call 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711) for more information. For accommodations of persons with 
special needs at meetings call 1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711).
ATTENTION: If you speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-855-996-8422 
(TTY: 711). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 
1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-855-996-8422 
(TTY: 711)。

The coverage. The doctors. The healthy extras. With Stanford Health Care 
Advantage (HMO), you get medical, hospital and prescription drug coverage in one plan 
and trusted care from a robust network of leading doctors—plus even more benefits 
that focus on healthy aging. 

Comprehensive coverage with 
prescription drug plan included 

Stanford Medicine and Sutter Health-affiliated 
doctors, specialists and hospitals Starting at $69 per month

*Seven days a week (October 1–March 31, except Thanksgiving and 
Christmas); Monday to Friday (April 1–September 30, except holidays)

Walk in or RSVP. 
StanfordHealthCareAdvantage.org/seminar

Or call us toll-free to learn more. 
1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711)

8am–8pm*

Medicare Advantage Plans 
from Stanford Health Care
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 Le Tableau Magnifique Ballet Company Presents “The Snow 
Queen” performances are Saturday, November 3rd at 7:00 pm 
and Sunday, November 4th at 2:00 pm at The Bankhead Theater in

Holiday Ballet, 'The Snow Queen' on Stage

(continue on page 2)

The Snow Queen cast
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Paws In Need will hold 
its19th Annual Holiday 
Boutique at Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate, 
Tri-Valley Realty, 101 
E. Vineyard Ave. #103, 
Livermore (next to Campo 
di Bocce), on Saturday, 
November 3rd, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

This one-day Holiday 
Boutique will include an-
imal-themed holiday gifts 
for people and pets, garden 
art, cards, ornaments, home 
and kitchen decor, purses, 
jewelry, hand-crafted items 
and much more.

Cash, checks and credit 
cards are accepted for 
payment. There will also 
be opportunities to win 
several gift baskets. 

All proceeds benefit 
Paws In Need’s animal 
medical program. This 
program relies solely on 
contributions from the 
community to provide 
financial assistance for 
veterinary medical needs 
to prevent animal suffering 
and overpopulation in the 
Tri-Valley and surrounding 
areas.

For more information,  
contact  551-1877, or email 
Info@Paws-In-Need.org.

Boutique Livermore 
Pleasanton Elk's Lodge 
#2117 Annual Boutique 
October 27th, 2018 
9:00am-3:00pm. 940 
Larkspur Dr., Livermore. 
Handmade items from 
Christmas Ornaments, 
Angels, Jewelry, jams, 
jellies, knit baby items, 
crochet items, hats, 
scarves, hats, hand painted 
dishes, and many many 
other item. Lunch and bake 
sale offered. Proceeds go 
to the Las Positas College 
Veterans 1st program to the 
young Veterans and their 
families for the Holidays. 
More information contact 
Polly at 925-447-5986 or 
the Elks 925-455-8829 

Holiday Boutique 

 downtown Livermore. 
Once upon a time there was a very bad Goblin who created a very bad mirror. 

Anyone who looked into the mirror, saw a horrific reflection staring back at them. 
Anything beautiful was reflected as hideous and revolting. The Goblin ran a Goblin 
School and her nasty little pupils loved the mirror! One day, they decided to lift the 
mirror into the heavens and it fell and shattered into a million pieces. The shards of 
glass blew far and wide across the land, causing hate and ugliness wherever they 
settled. 

There were also two sisters who loved to spend their days playing, laughing, and 
dreaming. One day a strong wind blew into their village and the younger sister be-
came the unknowing victim of the Snow Queen, who used two shards of glass from 
the Goblin’s mirror to transform the sister and take her far away from the village.

The older sister vows to find her beloved sibling. With the help of an all-know-
ing crow, she travels through the seasons of spring, summer, and autumn, finding 
help and hindrances along the way. As winter arrives once again, she must confront 
the Snow Queen and rescue her little sister.

The Snow Queen production offers classical and contemporary styles of bal-
let, performed by Le Tableau Magnifique Ballet Company dancers. The musical 
soundtrack includes: Ezio Bosso, Blondie, Etta James, Van Morrison, The Piano 
Guys, and Gene Kelly, to name a few. 

Founded and directed by Shelly Schoendienst, co-owner of Livermore School 
of Dance, Le Tableau Magnifique Ballet Company is entering its 11th repertoire 
season and has performed annual, storyline productions since its inaugural year. 
Company dancers commit many hours to rehearsals above and beyond their regular 
weekly dance classes. Dancers range in age from 7 to 42 and are committed to the 
art of ballet. LTM performs at local venues, such as The Taylor Family Foundation, 
Heritage Estates, and The VA Palo Alto Health Care System, offering community 
support for the Tri-Valley Area. Livermore School of Dance offers classes for danc-
ers ages 2 ½ through adult in ballet, pointe, Floor Barre, partnering, jazz, lyrical, 
contemporary, hip hop, tap, tumbling, creative movement, and creative combo.

 Tickets are available beginning October 9th at www.lvpac.org or call 373-6800. 
Ticket prices are: $26, $28, and $30, with student tickets available at $16 and 
senior tickets at $20. This production is recommended for audience members ages 
3 and up. 

BALLET
(continued from front page)

Paws in Need Among Those 
with Holiday Boutiques

-- Saturday, November 
3, 10am-3pm. Great gift 
items: stained glass, unique 
jewelry, home decor, 
gourmet marshmallows, 
LuLaRoe clothing, and 
much more. Our Savior 
Lutheran Ministries gym, 
1385 S. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. 

Holiday Bazaar on 
Friday and Saturday, 
November 2-3, from 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m. Unique 
handmade gifts, children’s 
items, holiday decorations, 
and ornaments. Jellies, 
candies, and baked goods 
available. Holy Cross Lu-
theran Church, 1020 Mocho 
Street, Livermore.

Livermore Lions 
is holding their Annual 
Xmas Boutique Saturday 
November 3, 2018. The 
"Xmas Boutique is not 
just for Xmas Anymore" 
event is being held at the 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th Street, Livermore. 
Handcrafted gifts; food and 
raffles of gifts and prizes. 
Entry is free for buyers and 
raffle tickets will be sold in 
support of the Livermore 
Lion's Club. For informa-
tion on venders wishing to 
display items, contact Anne 
Giancola at agiancola.
lvpac.org or 925.447.ARTS 
or Lion Ben Barrientos at 
(925)449-9974 or (805)405-
8743 for further details. 
Event opens 9-5 p.m. for 
buyers. 

Golden Circle Seniors 
Bazaar will feature hand-
made baby items, kitchen 
items, scarves, hats, totes, 
lap robes, and much more 
at reasonable prices, with 
90 percent of the proceeds 
going to local charities. 
Tuesday, November 6, 
9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m, and 
Wednesday, November 7, 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at 
the Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East 
Avenue, Livermore.

Boutique: Baked goods, 
jams, baby items, aprons, 

“American Girl/Boy” doll 
clothes, Christmas decor, 
jewelry, towels, quilts, 
placemats, table run-
ners, one of a kind items, 
woodworking projects (no 
vendors). Cedar Grove 
Community Church, 2021 
College Avenue, Liver-
more,. Friday, November 9, 
10 am-6:30pm, Saturday, 
November 10, 9  am - 4 pm.

Livermore Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Auxiliary 
is hosting their annual Holi-
day Craft Show on Satur-
day November 10th at 527 
N Livermore Ave from 9 to 
3pm. Handmade treasures 
from vendors, raffle, lunch 
and  baked goods. Proceeds 
to to local food bank and 
animal shelter. For more 
information, please call Evy 
Barr  at 925-980-7216

 Olde London comes to 
life at St. Bartholomew's 
seventh annual Victorian 
Christmas Faire on Satur-
day, November 10, 2018! 
Hours are from 10am to 
6pm. Admission is free. 
Live actors and music, 
themed vendors, pub food 
and beverage, a bouncy 
house and visit from Father 
Christmas for the kids, and 
the famed Miss Ann's High 
Tea with seatings at 1:00 
and 4:00. This year's Faire 
will take place inside St. 
Bartholomew's beautiful 
sanctuary located at 678 
Enos Way, Livermore. For 
further information, or to 
purchase tea tickets, go to 
http://www.saintbartsliver-
more.com.

Boutique, Livermore 
Ladies hosting their annual 
crafts and gifts boutique at 
727 Polaris Way, Liver-
more, Friday and Saturday, 
November 16th and 17th, 
8 am until 5 pm. Lots of 
unique new designs and re-
visited items from the past. 
Everything is handmade 
by Livermore Ladies. You 
will find great gifts, several 
holiday decorations and fun 
things for the children.

 

From the Snow Queen ballet
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Hailed as “the perfect 
musical comedy,” Guys & 
Dolls opens at the Fire-
house Arts Center on Sat-
urday, November 3 at 8:00 
p.m. The musical has won 
every award possible in the-
ater since it’s premiere on 
Broadway in 1950, includ-
ing Tony Awards, Drama 
Desks, Oliviers, and even 
the Pulitzer Prize. Profes-
sional theater company Tri-
Valley Repertory Theater 
brings the sparkling classic 
to life over three weekends 
of performances in Pleas-
anton.

Shows run November 3 
through November 18, with 
both matinee and evening 
performances: Friday, 11/16 
at 8pm; Saturdays, 11/3 

& 11/10 & 11/17 at 8pm; 
Saturday matinees, 11/10 & 
11/17 at 2pm; and Sunday 
matinees 11/4 & 11/11 & 
11/18 at 2pm. Reserved 
seat tickets are $19-$41. 
Purchase online at www.
firehousearts.org, by phone 

at 925-931-4848, or at the 
center Box Office, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton. 

Set in author Damon 
Runyon’s mythical Man-
hattan of a romanticized 
1920s and ‘30s New York, 

Guys & Dolls pairs the 
unlikeliest of couples: a 
high-rolling gambler and 
a puritanical missionary, a 
showgirl dreaming of the 
straight-and-narrow and a 
crap game manager who is 
anything but. 

The plot: Con-man 
Nathan Detroit is trying to 
find new life for his illegal, 
but notoriously popular, 
crap game. When their 
trusty venue is found out 
by the police, Nathan has to 
find a new place fast - but 
he doesn’t have the dough 
to secure the one loca-
tion he finds. Enter Sky 
Masterson, a high-rolling 
gambler willing to take on 
any honest bet with a high 
enough reward attached. 

Pictured are Nathan Detroit played by Robert Lopez, and Miss Adelaide portrayed by Morgan Stinson Photo - Josh 
Milbourne

Tri-Valley Rep Stages 'Guys and Dolls' at the Firehouse
So, Nathan bets Sky that 
he can’t take the “doll” 
of Nathan’s choosing to 
Havana, Cuba, with him on 
a date. When Sky agrees to 
the bet, Nathan chooses the 
uptight Sarah Brown, head 
of Broadway’s Save-a-Soul 
Mission. Sky thinks he’s 
been had, but the tables 
turn… 

Guys and Dolls takes 
the audience from bustle 

of Times Square to the 
dance clubs of Havana, and 
even to the sewers of New 
York City, featuring some 
of Frank Loesser’s most 
memorable tunes, including 
the hilarious “Adelaide’s 
Lament,” the romantic 
“I’ve Never Been in Love 
Before,” the exuberant “If I 
Were a Bell,” and the clas-
sic “Luck Be a Lady.”

925.373.6800    •    LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

Tom PAPA
A Top Comedic Voice 

Thu OCT 25 • 7:30pm

Tonight!

muSTAngS  
oF The weST
Classic California 

Country and Folk Rock 

Fri OCT 26 • 8pm

mARIAChI 
heRenCIA  
De meXICo

Latin grammy  
nominated Youth group 

Sat OCT 27 • 7pm

longest 
running
All stAr
MAgic  

show
Sun OCT 28 • 3pm

Opening Act:
Paul Jefferson
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by Laura Ness
The 2018 harvest will undoubtedly go down as one 

for the record books, in a good way, as opposed to last 
year, when extreme heat scorched the day. This year, the 
cool summer weather has meant a longer hang time than 
in the drought years of 2012—2016. Many vineyards are 
reporting a slightly bigger crop, although this is not true 
for everybody. Most winemakers are expressing universal 
optimism over the quality and the balance of the fruit. 

Many are still waiting for Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit 
Verdot, Syrah and Petite Sirah to come to ripeness, al-
though this prolonged high-pressure pattern driven by an 
offshore flow, will certainly assist with that process. 

Steve Burman of the 3 Steves patiently waited for the 
Merlot from Thatcher Bay to achieve the ripeness he was 
after. That meant pushing out the pick two weeks later 
than originally planned, but as Burman describes, it was 
worth the wait. They had planned to pick early in October. 
“The fruit was simply not ready. Thatcher Bay vineyard 
is unmistakable. The numbers don't mean a thing. When 
the fruit has arrived, each berry you taste has that magic 
‘Thatcher Bay’ flavor.” 

A Cliff-hanging Harvest in the Livermore Valley

They are still waiting on the estate Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, though. 

Burman is really excited about this particular vintage, 
saying, “I think this is going to be a banner year for CA. 
I've never seen pH, acid, flavor, mouth feel, and com-
plexity stand up so well after the fruit has been hanging 
at least two weeks past the normal pick date from prior 
years. I'm pretty optimistic we'll end up really well by the 
end of harvest.”

Phil Long of Longevity gave us this update last week: 
“Whites came in hot and heavy. Reds are just starting to 
come in. So far, we have brought in Pinot Blanc, Pinot 
Grigio and Chardonnay for whites, and Barbera and 
Tempranillo for reds. The entire Muscat Canelli vineyard 
(Lake County) was lost due to smoke taint. The fire came 
all the way down to the vineyard. They turned on over-
head sprinklers to keep the vines from burning, but the 
smoke taint per ETS was 7 times the limit. They also lost 
Sauvignon Blanc and Sauvignon Musque. Possibly this 
week, we will get Petite Sirah and Grenache.”

For Meredith Sarboraria of Rodrigue Molyneaux, it’s 
like waiting for the next season of your favorite drama to 

resume. “It's going very slowly,” she says. “We've only 
brought in Pinot Blanc, Sangiovese, and Merlot so far. 
Still waiting for Nebbiolo, Barbera, Cab Sauv, Petit Ver-
dot, Cab Franc, and Malbec.”

At Ruby Hill, enologist Norm Petermeir reports that 
one day in early October, they received 44 tons of fruit, 
which all had to be processed right away. Said Petermeir, 
“Usually, we only do 20 tons per day! Somebody got 
signals crossed on that one. It was a very long day, but we 
got it done! It was a lot of sorting!” 

Dane Stark of Page Mill says they have processed 80 
tons so far, and will be shooting for 100 tons overall. “We 
haven’t picked a single Cab vineyard yet. The Petite Sirah 
came in over the last couple weeks and was an extraordi-
nary vintage. I credit that, at least partially, to biodynam-
ics.” Page Mill has been organic for many years, but is 
moving towards adopting biodynamic practices. He’s also 
making a Grenache rosé this year.

Larry Dino of Cuda Ridge says he plans to bring in 
50 tons this year, up from 45 last year. “We have brought 
in 26 tons so far, and expect the rest to come in over the 
next two weeks. We still have Cabernet Franc, Malbec, 
Cab Sauv (White Cat Vineyard and Galles Vineyard), Petit 
Verdot (Estate), and Petit Verdot (Smith Ranch).”

 He says they have already brought in multiple blocks 
of most varietals, including Cab Sauv (Smith Ranch), 
Malbec (Ghielmetti), Cabernet Franc (White Cat Vineyard 
lower block), Merlot, and Sangiovese. He’s also gotten 
a small lot of Carmenere, which may be the first every 
Livermore Valley Carmenere. 

Says Dino, “I’ve done some research and cannot find 
any history of a commercially available Carmenere in 
Livermore Valley. We are very excited about this varietal 
in Livermore. This will complement the Cuda Ridge Bor-
deaux platform very nicely.”

 Overall, Dino thinks vintage 2018 is going to be char-
acterized by intensity and complexity in the fruit. “The 
yields seem to be above normal across the board. I am 
really excited about the vintage.” 

Jim and Cheryl Perry are still waiting for the reds to 
roll around to readiness. Cheryl reports that harvest started 
on Sept. 23 with the Pinot Grigio. “Almost two tons of 
luscious Pinot Grigio grapes were hand-harvested and are 
now in stainless steel tanks. The Reds, well that is another 
story. We are still waiting for the sugars to come up to the 
levels Jim prefers. With the intermittent cool weather, it's 
been a very slow process.”

Nancy Castro and Steven Mirassou, brand co-owners 
of Mia Napote, along with partners Kevin and Lynn 
Neely, report they picked the 2018 Sauvignon Blanc from 
the Lencioni Vineyard on September 9. “It’s completely 
dry, clean and crisp,” says Mirassou, who processed the 
fruit. “I’m really excited about this wine.” He also made a 
rosé of Barbera from the Home Ranch at the Steven Kent 
Winery property for Mia Napote. Racy and linear, this 
wine is a slingshot of acidity wrapped with strawberry, 
guava and currant. He’s also going to make a sparkling 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
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from it, too. 
To say Darcie Kent is stoked about this harvest is an 

understatement. “We’ve been blessed this year not only 
by really great grapes (it’s going to be an exceptional 
vintage!) but also with family and friends helping. Our 
daughter, Kailyn, is working harvest with us this fall. It’s 
been a blast having her here. This past week Kailyn’s boy-
friend, Josh, and our dear friends, Peggy Fleming Jenkins 
(1968 Gold Medal Olympian) and Greg Jenkins came to 
visit and help on the shaker table sorting our clone 337 
Cabernet Sauvignon. We’ve brought in everything, nine 
varietals, with two still remaining, Cabernet and Petit 
Verdot. We’re half-way done, and at the end of this week 
should be 75% done.”

Winemaker Julian Halaz had an interesting observation 
about this growing season: “This vintage is shaping up to 
be a really great one. One way I know this that all grapes 
and resultant wines are excellent and better versions of 
other vintages. I am pretty happy with the vintage and 
while a relatively late year and stretching out all grapes 
getting ripe in the end. I am fairly certain most all experi-
encing the same in California with harvest and quality

 I think the smoke affected the climate if anything by 
blocking sun out or reflecting light back into space and 
because late July and August heat was reduced, things are 
slowly getting ripe in the Indian summer. With Patience 
we reel in our grapes the right time, and there are no pres-
sures and overripe fruit. Patience goes a long way this 
year for sure.”

 
LIVERMORE WINE AUCTION WRAP
One thing that is a wrap is the results of the 24th annual 

Livermore Valley Wine Auction held in September. A total 
of $325,000 was raised for underserved East Bay children, 
with over 22 auction lots. $50,000 of that stemmed from 
the fund-a-need donations for STEAM education. This 
brings the total raised over the event's history to over $5 
million.

Says Auction Chair and Board President, Christine 
Wente, “We really appreciate the generous support of our 
sponsors, donors, bidders, and Livermore Valley winer-
ies. We’re already looking forward to next year. Save the 
date for a special 25th anniversary event on September 21, 
2019!”

The success of this year’s event was due to generous 
contributions from many individuals and companies, in-
cluding Dublin Chevrolet, First Tech Federal Credit Union 
and the Priem Family Foundation, the event’s Title spon-
sors. The following Master Sommelier sponsors were also 
important supporters of the event: Black Tie Transporta-
tion, Celebrity Cruises, Diablo Magazine, FedEx, Gallo 
Glass, Kaiser Permanente, The Rose Hotel, and Stanford 
Healthcare/ValleyCare.

The highest bid for a lot was an all-inclusive suite 
experience at a Golden State Warriors game, which sold 
twice for $15,000, for a total of $30,000. That will be a 
bittersweet experience, as this season is “goodbye” to 
Oracle Arena where the team has played for nearly forty 
years. 

(ontinued from page 4)

The 62st anniversary 
edition of “It’s Magic!” 
will deliver an all new 
show of magic, mystery 
and illusion when it comes 
to the Bankhead Theater 
on October 28, 2018. An 
event designed to ap-
peal to the whole family, 
this showcase of magical 
arts incorporates com-
edy, sleight of hand, and 
thrilling stage illusions. 
Featured in this year’s pro-
duction is Xavier Mortimer 
who is currently headlining 
his own show at Planet 
Hollywood Resort Casino 
on the strip in Las Vegas. 
Now making its sixth 
return to the Bankhead 
Theater, “It’s Magic!” will 
enthrall, mystify and de-
light audiences of all ages 
in a single performance on 
Sunday afternoon, October 
28th. While the $20 regular 
ticket level is already sold 
out, discounted tickets for 
students and active military 
personnel are still available 
at that price. Remaining 
seats start at just $40.

Developed in Los 
Angeles in the mid-1950s, 
the original “It’s Magic!” 
variety show ran for nearly 
30 years, sparking interest 
in the magical arts with 

its engaging mix of magic, 
illusions and stage enter-
tainment. Co-founder Milt 
Larsen opened The Magic 
Castle for magicians and 
magic enthusiasts, which 
eventually became his 
primary focus. In the mid-
1990s, a renewed interest 
in family-friendly magic 
shows led to a collaboration 
between Larsen and pro-
ducer Terry Hill to recreate 
an all new “It’s Magic!” 
show. After opening in 
Southern California, the 
show quickly expanded to 
venues around the country. 
Featuring an ever-changing 
roster of world-class 
masters in the magical arts, 
each year the show offers 
audiences of all ages the 
opportunity to experience 
the wonder and suspense of 
the very best in magic and 
illusion. 

The 2018 “It’s Magic!” 
show will feature a variety 
of performers in a fun-filled 
live stage show: 

• Xavier Mortimer, a na-
tive of France, has traveled 
the world creating shows 
that blend magic, circus 
acts, music and comedy. He 
began to combine magic, 
mime and comedy at age 
15 and was soon winning 

prestigious international 
magic awards. In addition 
to creating and performing, 
he composes the music for 
his shows. Prior to opening 
his own show in Las Vegas, 
he created the character 
of Sneaky in Cirque du 
Soleil’s most recent show, 
ONE.  

• Jody Baran and Kath-
leen are a world-renowned 
team whose original illu-
sions have mesmerized 
adults and children alike 
in venues of all sizes, on 
cruise ships and in theme 
parks. They just completed 
a 16-year run with their 
magic illusion dinner show 
called, "Kupanaha" Maui's 
Magic for all Ages” on the 
island of Maui. 

• Dan Raspyni’s unique 
twist on the centuries-old 
art of juggling and his clev-
er one-of-a-kind stunts have 
earned him two Guinness 
Book world records and 
the title “Juggling Genius.” 
With impeccable comic 
timing and remarkable 
feats of coordination, he 
has entertained audiences 
in venues from nightclubs 
to the White House for 30 
years.

• Tom Ogden, twice 

voted  “Parlour Magician 
of the Year” at Hollywood’s 
Magic Castle, has opened 
for celebrities such as Billy 
Crystal and Robin Wil-
liams and appeared on “The 
World's Greatest Magic II” 
and “The Great Magic of 
Las Vegas.” Ogdon also 
wrote The Complete Idiot 
Guide to Street Magic and 
many books on ghosts, 
hauntings, and other spirit 
phenomena. 

• Christopher Hart’s 
hand was featured as 
“Thing,” the disembod-
ied hand in the film “The 
Addams Family” and its 
sequel, as well as in the 
comedy horror film "Idle 
Hands." His skills extend 
further then just his film-
star single hand, his award-
winning magic has earned 
him “Stage Magician of 
the Year” at Hollywood’s  
Magic Castle. He performs 
as “Buzz Maxwell” the ma-
gician in "Triple Espresso" 
in San Diego.

The Bankhead Theater is 
located at 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore 
Tickets can be purchased 
at the box office, online at 
www.lvpac.org or by call-
ing 373-6800.

 

'It's Magic' to Fill Bankhead Stage

Xavier Mortimer



6 The Independent  •  OCTOBER 25, 2018

The third annual Halloween at Hagemann Ranch cel-
ebration takes place on Sunday, October 28 from 1-4 PM. 

Featured will be tours of the property on hayrides 
pulled by an antique tractor. Other highlights are spooky 
stories, pumpkin decorating, mask making and games and 
crafts for the kids. Everyone is encouraged to come in 
costume. 

Artists on hand this month include a gourd painter, 
a potter and a jeweler. Sundays at Hagemann are free, 
family-friendly, themed events which take place the last 
Sunday of every month except December and July. 

Hagemann Ranch is at 455 Olivina Ave. in Livermore. 

Kidz Town Halloween Hay Day will take place in 
downtown Livermore on Sat., Oct. 27. Activities will be 
hosted by the downtown 1 to 5 p.m.

Halloween fun activities are planned for families with 
children in the 5th grade and younger. There will be a 
costume contest, downtown business trick-or-treating and 
more!.

For more information call Livermore Downtown Inc. at 
925-373-1795

The Pleasanton Downtown Association (PDA) will 
host the 8th annual Halloween Brew Crawl coming to 
Downtown Pleasanton on Saturday, October 27 from 5 -8 
p.m. 

Stroll (or crawl) through beautiful Downtown Pleasan-
ton and sip on craft brews, ciders and mead while enjoy-
ing tasty bites along the way at 30+ downtown locations! 

 Tickets are available online or at the Beer Baron - 336 
St. Mary Street (Cash or Check only).

Tickets are to $45 a until sold out, or midnight on Oc-
tober 26th. If available tickets will be $50 cash or check 
only at check in. 

 Check in location will be the Veterans Memorial 
Building located at 301 Main Street. 

Participating Breweries include 21st Amendment 
Brewery, Ale Industries, Altamont Beer Works, Camino 
Brewing Co., Drake's Brewing Co., Eight Bridges Brew-
ing, Epidemic Ales, Fieldwork Brewing Co., Gilman 
Brewing Company, Hidden Star Orchards, High Water 
Brewing Company, JP DasBrew, Shadow Puppet Brewing 
Company, Sierra Nevada Brewing Co., Sonoma Springs 
Brewing, Working Man Brewing Company and more.

 

Variety of Halloween 
Activities Offered
HAGEMANN RANCH

DOWNTOWN LIVERMORE

DOWTOWN PLEASANTON

An undisputed expert 
in the fine art of making 
hit music, Jim Messina 
arrives in Livermore for a 
single performance at the 
intimate Bankhead Theater 
on Friday, November 2, 
2018. His legacy spans five 
decades, three acclaimed 
super-groups, a vibrant 
solo career, as well as 
contributions as producer 
and engineer for other rock 
luminaries. Among his hits 
are such timeless favor-
ites as “Your Mama Don’t 
Dance,” “You Better Think 

Twice,” “Thinking of You,” 
and “Angry Eyes.”  

The son of a semi-
professional guitarist, 
Messina began learning to 
play at the age of five and 
was particularly attracted to 
the sound of Elvis Presley 
and Ricky Nelson records. 
Growing up, he lived part-
time with his mother in 
Texas and part-time with 
his father in California, 
where he soon became 
interested in the music of 
early surf/rock groups. 
While still in high school, 

he began putting together a 
band and was soon making 
music, as well as learning 
about the technical side 
of recording, mixing and 
producing. 

Messina first worked 
with legendary Rock & 
Roll Hall of Famers Buffalo 
Springfield as a recording 
engineer on their second 
album in 1966. Shortly 
after working on their third 
album, he replaced Bruce 
Palmer on bass and toured 
and recorded with them un-
til they disbanded. He then 

signed on as lead guitar 
with fellow Buffalo Spring-
field member Richie Furay 
to create Poco. “Pickin’ Up 
The Pieces” was the only 
debut album to ever receive 
a perfect rating from Roll-
ing Stone magazine and 
Poco went on to help define 
the new musical genre of 
country rock in the early 
1970s, paving the way for 
such artists as the Eagles. 

Messina  collaborated 
with newcomer Kenny Log-
gins in late 1971 and the 
two went on to release eight 
hit albums together in seven 
years. They sold more 
than 16 million copies and 
scored top hits with songs 
such as “Your Mama Don’t 
Dance” and “Listen to a 
Country Song.” Together 
they sold sixteen million 
albums, becoming one of 
the most successful musical 
duos ever. 

Over the years, Jim Mes-
sina has fostered his solo 
career, exploring other in-
fluences from jazz and fla-
menco, to Latin and island 
sounds. He has released 
albums, both studio as well 
as live, including two in 
just the last five years. He 
reunited with Loggins in 
2005 for a series of shows 
reigniting interest in their 
music. Messina continues 
to tour widely, traveling the 
road to tell the stories and 
sing the songs that made 
Buffalo Springfield, Poco, 
and Loggins and Messina 
iconic American groups 
and his music a timeless 
favorite of audiences every-
where. 

The Bankhead Theater is 
located at 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore 
Tickets can be purchased 
at the box office, online at 
www.lvpac.org or by call-
ing 373-6800.

  

Hit Maker, Jim Messina, to Perform 
at the Bankhead Theater

Jim Messina
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An expectation of be-
ing part of a team is that 
teammates will provide 
support and encourage-
ment to one another, win or 
lose. At the soccer games 
of the 2018-19 Tri-Valley 
Special Olympics Northern 
California Schools Program 
hosted by the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School 
District (LVJUSD), the 
level of positive support 
toward every athlete on the 
field - especially between 
competitors - indicated that 
all who were present were 
on one unified team.

Granada High School 
(GHS) hosted the soc-
cer games on September 
27 for elementary grades 
and October 9 for middle, 
high school, and transition 
students. Each event was 
held on a beautiful, sunny 
day. The athletes competed 
on the football field, while 
spectators watched from the 
sidelines or enjoyed the new 
stadium bleachers recently 
installed as part of the 
Measure J Bond Program’s 
stadium renovation.

Opening Ceremonies at the Tri-Valley Special Olympics Schools Program. Photos courtesy 
of Livermore Granada Boosters and LVJUSD

In the three photos, students on the field at GHS 
competing amid cheers from their families, friends, 
schoolmates, and GHS students.

Special Olympics Soccer Games Held at Granada High School

“Granada High is so 
happy to host and support 
the Special Olympics,” said 
PJ Daley, principal at GHS. 
“We are humbled by the 
support of the community, 
the athletes and staff to put 
together such a fabulous 
event. What a great way to 
showcase our new bleach-
ers that were the product 
of the Measure J Bond and 
community support!”

The athletes who partici-
pated had many supporters 
– peers from their home 
schools, families, friends, 
and GHS students who 
stopped by to cheer during 

their breaks from class. 
Co-teaching classes from 
Altamont Creek and Arroyo 
Seco Elementary schools, 
comprising students in gen-

eral education and special 
education, all showed up 
to support their classmates. 
Having everyone invested 
in the games, as participants 
or supporters, reinforced 
the idea of inclusiveness 
and building one another up 
with encouragement.

“It was exciting to see 
so many schools participate 
in the Special Olympics 
soccer matches at Granada 
High School this year,” said 
Frank Selvaggio, Direc-
tor of Special Education at 
LVJUSD. “These events are 
a highlight of my year and 
I am grateful to the many 
members from LVJUSD 
and our community that 
make these games a real-
ity.”

Through a partnership 
with Special Olympics 
of Northern California 
and Tri-Valley Special 
Education Local Plan 
Area (SELPA), GHS was 
proud to host this section 
of the games. Twenty-eight 

schools across Dublin, 
Livermore, and Pleasanton 
participated in the Soccer 
games this year. In Febru-

ary 2019, Dublin will host 
basketball, and Pleasanton 
will host the track and field 
events in April.  

Jazz at Inklings
Friday, November 9

The Pleasanton Jazz Society  
and Inklings Present...

Eric Jekabson  
Trumpet Star Guest with the 

Tri-Valley Jazz Trio
Tribute to Clifford Brown

7pm - 9pm
530 Main St, Pleasanton
No admission charge. Listening and Dancing

JAMES HALL 
Vibes and Piano

MATT FINDERS 
Bass

GEECHI TAYLOR  
Drums

SponSored By:  PJS, Inklings and Zelda Kohn, REALTOR®, 
RE/MAX Accord, 925-202-6373, and Workbench.
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT
ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Open Studios and Art Materials 

Clearance at the Bothwell: Every-
one from Art-lovers and collectors 
to budding artists looking for great 
buys on supplies for art-making are 
welcome to browse at the Bothwell 
Arts Center Sunday, October 21st 
from 11:00-3:00.  Several Bothwell 
artists will be exhibiting, including 
many artists new to the Bothwell’s 
open studios such as Nova Starling, 
Maryann Kot, Emille, Avianne Ko, 
and Gary Bergren. Several artists 
are offering overstock on art sup-
plies, canvas and canvas boards, 
art books and frames, and clearing 
out studies, demos and past work 
for sale at discount.  These include 
pours, abstract figuratives, giclees 
and more. The Bothwell Arts Center 
is located at 2466 8th Street in 
Livermore. 

Livermore Art Association Gallery, 
located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

The Livermore Art Association 
(LAA) is sponsoring a photography 
show with the Bankhead Theater 
in Livermore, CA. The show dates 
are 11/6/2018-01/07/2019. The 
theme of the show is Passageways, 
Boundaries and Transitions. Photo-
graphs can be literal or metaphori-
cal, depicting a physical, emotional, 
mental or spiritual landscape within 
the theme. All photographic pro-
cesses are welcome and will be 
given equal weight. The awards 
will go to those images which 

best express the theme. Mark 
Citret will judge the show and 
there will be monetary awards. 
Contact Lisa or Ron Rigge with any 
questions at rrigge@sbcglobal.
net or lbrigs202@gmail.com. The 
deadline for digital entries is Oct. 
15, 2018. The reception will be 
held on Saturday, Nov. 17, 1-3pm 
at The Bankhead Theater.  For the 
prospectus and entry form, go to 
http://www.livermoreartassocia-
tion.org/call-for-artists-.html

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at five 
businesses in the area. Viewing 
locations are: The Stanford Health 
Care Dermatology Clinic, 1133 E. 
Stanley Blvd. Suite 111, Livermore; 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce 
at 777 Peters Street, Pleasanton; 
Sallman, Yang, & Alameda CPA's 
at 7077 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 
183, Pleasanton; The Bagel Street 
Café at 6762 Bernal Ave., Pleas-
anton; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 4101-A Dublin Blvd., Dublin. If 
interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham at 
(510) 877-8154. 

“Fibre Theatricks” – Studio Art 
Quilt Associates.  New installa-
tion in the Harrington Gallery at 
Pleasanton’s Firehouse Arts Center, 
on display September 28 through 
October 27. Themed around the 
opening of the new Firehouse Arts 
Center theater season. Works 
include masks, kinetic sculpture, 
wall hangings, and other fine art 
pieces, many of which reflect 
the excitement and drama of the 
performing arts. Wide variety of 
techniques and unusual materials. 

JUROR: Velda Newman, a Northern 
California quilter nationally known 
and respected.  Her large-scale 
quilted piece “Hydrangea” was 
recognized as one of the 100 best 
quilts of the 20th century.  HOURS: 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Harrington Gallery 
at the Firehouse Arts Center in 
Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad Avenue.  
Donations always appreciated. 

MEETINGS/CLASSES
The Young Artists’ Studio has open-

ings in its 2018 – 2019 school year 
art classes.  Artist Peggy Frank 
offers small group, individualized 
instruction in art to students ages 
7 through high school. She also 
works with adults. Projects include 
all kinds of drawing, painting, 
printmaking and sculpture.  Home 
schoolers and high school students 
working on advanced portfolios 
are welcome.  Peggy has been 
an art instructor in the Livermore 
Valley for many years. Contact 
her at (925) 443-8755 or email 
frank.a@comcast.net.

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Artists bring their own materials 
and easels. Open to all artists. 
Professional artist models (nude). 
No instructor. Students under 18 
need written parental permission 
to attend. Cost $20 per session. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call 
or e-mail Barbara Stanton for 
more info about the workshop, 
925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45–10:45. Children 

aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture 
and ceramics. For further 
information, contact Thomasin 
Dewhurst at (925) 216-7231 
or thomasin_d@hotmail.com 
or visit http://childrensart-
classesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 
instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst. 
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Home school classes, Special 
classes during school breaks 
offered. (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to 
early intermediate level. Half-hour 
private classes or small group 
classes offered. Twice-yearly 
recitals. (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
last Saturday of each month from 
12 noon-1 p.m. at Galina’s Music 
Studio located at 1756 First St., 
Livermore. Confirm participation 
by calling (925) 960-1194 or via 
the website at www.Galinas-
MusicStudio.com. Beginners are 
welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $10 
fee to cover meeting costs.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Celebrate the Centennial of Leon-

ard Bernstein, Friday, October 
26 at 8:00 p.m. at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center 

4444 East Avenue, Livermore. 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $35 and may be purchased 
at https://livermoreamadorsym-
phony.brownpapertickets.com. For 
further information, please visit 
our website: http://www.liver-
moreamadorsymphony.org/pops.
html or call (925) 447-6454. 

Mustangs of the West classic 
California country, performing 
Friday, October 26, at 8:00 p.m. 
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First Street, Livermore. Tickets 
are $20-$40, ($20 students and 
active military). For tickets, visit 
lvpac.org or call 925-373-6800. 

Fun Friday's at Wood Family 
Vineyards. Tasting Room is open 
from Noon to 7pm with live music.  
10/26/18 - Simply Creation - Reg-
gae Band; 11/02/18 – Nomad 
Hustle Duo; 11/09/18 - Jack 
Quigly Souled Out; 11/16/18 - 
Chaz & Ed; 11/23/18 - Meredith 
McHenry Duo; 11/30/18 - Foam 
Riders; 12/07/18 - Monkey 
Lizards. www.woodfamilyvine-
yards.com 

Retzlaff Estate Winery, Live Music 
every Sunday. 12:00 - 4:30. 1356 
S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. 
http://retzlaffvineyards.com 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock Res-
taurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd Tuesday each 
month from 7:30-9:30--Dance 
floor, full bar, small cover. 
 

Jazz Ensemble & Orchestra, Las 
Positas College Main Stage, Oct. 
18. http://www.laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts/index.php

Livermore-Amador Symphony, 
Pops concert, Oct. 26, concert 
begins at 8:15 p.m.  Robert 

Livermore Community Center, 
4444 East Ave. livermoreama-
dorsymphony.org

Mariachi Herencia de Mexico, Oct. 
27, 7 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org, 373-6800.

Jazz Combos Concert, Las Positas 
College Main State, Nov. 1. http://
www.laspositascollege.edu/
performingarts/index.php 

Jim Messina, Nov. 2, 8:00 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org, 373-6800. 

Pleasanton Community Concert 
Band, Veterans Day Program, 
Nov. 4, 1:30 p.m. Veterans 
Memorial Bldg., 301 Main Street, 
Pleasanton.

Nobuntu, Nov. 7, 7:30 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org, 373-6800.

Music of the World”, Las Positas 
College Main Stage, Nov. 8.  
Multicultural Voices” with the Las 
Positas College vocal department. 
http://www.laspositascollege.edu/
performingarts/index.php 

Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin Broth-
ers “Unplugged,” 8 p.m. Nov. 16. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org, 373-6800. 

6th Floor Project, woodwind, piano, 
percussion, Nov. 17, 8 p.m. Del 
Valle Fine Arts Concert. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org, 
373-6800.

Pacific Chamber Orchestra,  
Handel: The Messiah, Sunday, 
November 25, 3 p.m.  Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org, 
373-6800. 

Livermore Poet Laureate Cynthia Patton will host 
Poetry at Ravenswood on Sunday, October 28, from 5 to 
7 p.m. at the Ravenswood historic site, 2657 Arroyo Road 
in Livermore. Featured poets are Amy Miller and Stella 
Beraltis. This will be the final event for 2018. 

Miller is the author of more than ten books of poetry 
and nonfiction, including The Trouble with New England 
Girls (Concrete Wolf Press), which won the Louis Award, 
and chapbooks White Noise Lullaby, I Am on a River and 
Cannot Answer, In the Hand, and Beautiful/Brutal. Her 
award-winning work has appeared in numerous journals 
ranging from Fine Gardening and Asimov’s Science Fic-
tion to The Poet's Market and ZYZZYVA. She has taught 

Rivers Press)—was recently chosen by artist Jenny 
Holzer for a permanent installation at the new Transbay 
Terminal building in San Francisco. Beratlis grew up in 
Pleasanton. She is a librarian at Modesto Junior College 
and mother to a high school senior. 

The event begins with readings by the featured poets, 
followed by a book signing and open mic. Admission is 
$5. Light refreshments will be served. 

Sponsored by the City of Livermore, the Ravenswood 
Poetry Series has featured many notable poets over its 
thirteen-year existence. The quarterly event will return in 
January 2019. For more information contact Livermore-
PoetLaureate@gmail.com 

writing and publishing workshops throughout California 
and Oregon, and co-founded the Piccolo Poetry Series. 
A longtime Bay Area resident, she now lives in Ashland, 
Oregon, where she works as publications manager for the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival and poetry editor of NPR’s 
listening guide Jefferson Journal. 

Beratlis serves as the City of Modesto’s seventh poet 
laureate, and is the author of Alkali Sink (Sixteen Rivers 
Press). Her work has been published in California Quar-
terly, In Posse Review, Song of the San Joaquin, Penum-
bra, and elsewhere. Her poem “Patterson Pass”—origi-
nally published in the anthology The Place That Inhabits 
Us: Poems of the San Francisco Bay Watershed (Sixteen 

Two Poets to Read at Ravenswood This Sunday 
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT
Pleasanton Community Concert 

Band, holiday concert, Nov. 25, 
2:00 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
Free admission. www.firehouse-
arts.org

ON THE STAGE 
NIGHTMARE: A Creatures of 

Impulse Production. Gather 
around the “campfire” as your 
suggestions inspire Creatures of 
Impulse to create a “dark and 
stormy night” live onstage.  The 
Bay Area’s award-winning teen 
improv troupe kick-off of their 
9th Season at the Firehouse Arts 
Center with new twists on their 
Halloween-inspired fall classic. 
Audience suggestions drive the 
characters and stories for this 
un-scripted theatrical scare-fest. 
Every show different! Thursday, 
October 25, 7:30 p.m.; Friday, 
October 26, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
October 27 (2 different shows) 
at 2:00 and 7:30 p.m.  Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. General 
admission tickets: students $7, 
adults $12. Tickets available at 
www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the Box Office at the 
center. Doors open 20 minutes 
before each show. Free parking. 
Note: Special cash-only preview 
show: Tuesday, October 23, 7:30 
p.m. (tickets $2 at the door). 

Arcadia, Las Positas College Black 
Box, Oct. 26-Nov. 4. http://www.
laspositascollege.edu/performin-
garts/index.php 

It’s Magic, Oct. 28, 3 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org, 373-6800

Guys & Dolls: Tri-Valley Repertory 
Theater kicks off the professional 
musical theater season at the 
Firehouse Arts Center  with the 
“perfect musical comedy.” OPEN-
ING NIGHT: Saturday November 
3. The award-winning classic 
gambles with luck and love under 
the bright lights of Broadway – 
from the heart of Times Square to 
the cafes of Havana, Cuba. Guys 
& Dolls pairs a high-rolling gam-
bler and a puritanical mission-
ary, a showgirl dreaming of the 
straight-and-narrow and a crap 
game manager who is anything 
but. Tunes include the hilarious 
“Adelaide’s Lament,” the romantic 
“I’ve Never Been in Love Before,” 
the exuberant “If I Were a Bell,” 
and the classic “Luck Be a Lady.”  

Shows info: Friday, 11/16 at 8pm; 
Saturdays, 11/3 & 11/10 & 11/17 
at 8pm; Saturday matinees, 11/10 
& 11/17 at 2pm; and Sunday 
matinees 11/4 & 11/11 & 11/18 
at 2pm. Reserved seat tickets 
are $19-$41.  Purchase online at 
www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.  

COMEDY
Comedian Tom Papa, Thursday, 

October 25, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
Street, Livermore. Tickets are 
$20-$30, ($20 students and active 
military). For tickets, visit lvpac.org 
or call 925-373-6800. 

Free Comedy Show every Thursday 
at Sanctuary from 7:30-9 pm in 
the Skylight Room at Sanctuary, 
2369 First St. in Livermore.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, Pleasanton 

Public Library, 6 p.m. first Thurs-
day of the month with host Steve 
Chiolis. This year's theme is FOG 
CITY – films about San Francisco. 
Films are free. No registration is 
required. The films are  screened 
in the Pleasanton Library large 
meeting room. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. Some films 
are mature in content and may not 
be suitable for children. For more 
information or assistance, contact 
the Pleasanton Public Library at 
(925) 931-3400, extension 4. 400 
Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton.

Meet Me In St. Louis (1944 movie), 
Nov. 28, 7 p.m.  Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org, 373-6800.

CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale, Annual 

Sing-It-Yourself Messiah November 
30, 7:30 pm, Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., 
Livermore. www.valleyconcertcho-
rale.org

MISCELLANEOUS
Hagemann Ranch Open House. 

Tours of the 140+ year old ranch 
and free, family friendly seasonal 
activities. The last Sunday of each 
month, 1-4 PM. Go to www.
livermorehistory.com for the 
monthly program. 455 Olivina Ave., 
Livermore.

A Writers Meetup for adults 18 and 
older meets on the first Tuesday 
of every month, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. at the Livermore Civic Center 
Library, 1188 S. Livermore Avenue, 

The Pleasanton Harvest Festival will be held Hal-
loween weekend at the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
on October 26-28, boasting more than 24,000 American 
handmade and embellished gifts.

Attendees can browse for thousands of American 
handmade, aembellished arts and crafts while enjoying 
live music and entertainment, delicious food, artist dem-
onstrations, and prizes.

Guests can shop hundreds of indoor and outdoor 
booths featuring original art, jewelry, clothing, ceramics, 
photography, specialty foods, toys, decor and much more. 

For kids, there will be an opportunity to traipsing 
through a pumpkin patch and taking part in the KidZone, 
which features Halloween themed make-and-take arts and 
crafts projects.

Throughout the weekend there will be entertainment 
and live music. There will be the antics of Captain Jack 
Spareribs, a juggling, magical pirate who bears an uncan-
ny resemblance to Johnny Depp. Plus, Retroactive Dance 
Band will be on hand throughout the weekend performing 
songs from the 60's through today's current hits. From 
Motown to Bruno Mars, Adele to Maroon 5, Retroactive 
will perform. 

The Pleasanton Harvest Festival will also give back to 
the community by partnering with the Crown Monarchs 
Youth Cheer Squad. The Crown Monarchs are a non-prof-
it, competitive cheer team whose purpose is to promote 
athletic participation in cheerleading and dance, as well 
as foster the physical, mental and moral development 

The Spanish for native speakers, AP Spanish and IB 
Spanish classes at Granada High School have a presenta-
tion by Carlos Ernesto García, a Salvadoran poet living in 
Barcelona. 

There will be an art exhibition based on his work. 
Arthur Barinque, from the Livermore Arts Commission, is 
directing the students of IB classes to do a group painting 
based on the different poems by Carlos Ernesto García. 

The exhibition will take place on November 1st from 
3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at the Student Union. The poet will at-
tend the exhibition.

For more information, contact: mventura@lvjusd.org
The school is located at 400 Wall St, Livermore.

Austrian-trained Juilliard pianist Taicheng Chen per-
forms the masterworks of Frederic Chopin on Saturday, 
October 27th. 

In a special presentation to the Tri-Valley community, 
Dr. Chen performs in the Sanctuary at Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Livermore.

 A graduate of the Musikhochschule in Vienna and The 
Juilliard School in New York, Taicheng Chen has been 
lauded by The New York Times and the international 
press.  Die Wiener Presse has called Chen’s international 
performance “vigorous, lively, and vivacious playing”.

The late Maestro Wilhelm Kempff had described his 
work as “highly musical and clearly constructed playing, 

Classical Romance Comes to Livermore
 exhibiting a distinctive personality.”  

This special evening performance spans a  collection of 
Chopin’s most intimate works—waltzes, nocturnes, and 
ballads—but also offers insights into some of the compos-
er’s lesser-known mazurkas, barcarolle, and scherzos.

Audience members are welcome to make a donation 
to “Doctors without Borders” although the performance 
itself is free of charge.

Asbury United Methodist Church is located at  4743 
East Avenue, Livermore. Doctors without Borders dona-
tion information at www.gofundme.com/taicheng-chen-
charity-concert

 

Art and Poetry Themed 
Exhibition at Granada High

of young girls. The organization will receive half of the 
proceeds from all shopping bags sold at the event, as well 
as a direct donation from the Harvest Festival. 

The event will take place Oct. 26-28 at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. Hourse are Friday: 10 
am – 5pm, Saturday: 10am - 6pm, Sunday: 10 am – 5pm

Admissino is adults $9, seniors (62+) & military: $7, 
youth (13-17): $4, 12 & under free (tickets valid for re-
entry).

Visit www.harvestfestival.com or call 925-392-7300 
for information.

Harvest Festival to Be Held at the Fairgrounds in Pleasanton

Livermore, CA. There is no charge 
and no sign-up needed to attend 
this informal gathering.  Hosted 
by local writer and NaNoWriMo 
(National Novel Writing Month) 
participant Sydney Dent. To learn 

more about this program check 
the library’s website at Livermo-
relibrary.net or call the library at 
925-373-5500. 

Political Issues Book Club meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 

trends that are driving current 
affairs in both the national and 
international arenas.  Topics that 
have been covered include politics, 
governance, economics, military af-
fairs, history, sociology, science, the 

climate, and religion. Contact Rich 
at 872-7923, for further questions

Chris Perondi’s Stunt Dog Experi-
ence, Nov. 11, 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org, 373-6800.
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BULLETIN BOARD
(Organizations wishing to run notices in 

Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board or email information to editmail@
compuserve.com. Include name of organiza-
tion, meeting date, time, place and theme or 
subject. Phone number and contact person 
should also be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Friday.)

Family Dance, Fri., Nov. 23, 7 to 9 p.m.  
$23/couple; $8 additional family members. 
Tickets will not be sold at the door. Purchase at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 
EAST Avenue. 

Tri-Valley Republican Women Feder-
ated, a “Silver Award Club,” meets  Thursday, 
November 8. All are invited to attend. Guest 
speakers Preston Bernardi and Bryan Green 
will present a unique look into the conservative 
and political views of their generation. Meeting 
at Beeb’s Sports Bar and Grill Banquet, 915 
Clubhouse Drive, Livermore. Social Time: 6 :00 
pm; Meeting Begins: 6:45 pm. Reservations 
due by November 6. Call: Jo Molz: 925-846-
6155 / Cell/Text: 925-367-6155 Include 
All names and a phone number or  email: 
rjm911@sbcglobal.net TVRWF members: $ 
30.00; guests: $ 35.00. www.trivalleyrepubli-
canwomenfederated.org 

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society, meets Nov. 5, 7:30 p.m.  Gene Block  
will speak n How to Find the Uniqueness of 
Your Ancestors’ Lives. Congregation Beth Emek, 
3400 Nevada Court, Pleasanton. No Charge 
- Visitors welcome For additional information 
contact: Julie Liu/Kay Speaks, Program Chair-
person, email: program@L-AGS.org

 Dress a Girl Around the World, an 
invitation to make simple dresses for girls 
in third world countries. Meetings are once 
a month. The next meeting is November 10,   
from 9 am to 3 pm at St. Michael’s Hall, 325 
Maple St., Livermore. Bring sewing machine or 
serger, iron, ironing board, scissors, along with 
helping hands. (Those planning to stay all day 
should bring a bag lunch.) Always accepting 
cheerful cotton fabric donations. Those who 
can’t make the Sew-Fest but would like to sew, 
arrange for kits that can be sews at home. 
Questions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 
or suzbeck@yahoo.com 

Paws In Need will hold their 19th Annual 
Holiday Boutique at Better Homes and Gardens 
Real Estate, Tri-Valley Realty, 101 E. Vineyard 
Ave. #103, Livermore (next to Campo di 
Bocce), on Saturday, November 3rd , from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. This one-day Holiday Boutique 
will include animal-themed holiday gifts for 
people and pets, garden art, cards, ornaments, 
home and kitchen decor, purses, jewelry, 
hand-crafted items and much more.  For more 
information, please contact 925-551-1877, or 
email Info@Paws-In-Need.org.

LHS Alumni Association Fall Social, 
Nov. 10, 6-9PM. Fundraising Event for the 
25th Annual LHS Softball Stampede. Location: 
Eagle Ridge Vineyard, 10017 Tesla Rd. Games 
& Raffles Tickets: $25.00/person (Includes 1 
drink ticket & dinner). Catered by: Tequila’s 
Taqueria. All profits will be donated to the 
Livermore Softball Stampede. Purchase Tickets 
at: www.mkt.com/lhsaa. For more information: 
www.livermorehighalumni.com

Registration for Tri-Valley Haven’s Holi-
day Warehouse Program begins on Thursday, 
November 1 for individuals and families in the 
Tri-Valley area who are experiencing hardship 
and wish to receive assistance with food and 
gifts for the holidays. Sign-ups take place at 
the Haven Food Pantry (418 Junction Avenue 
in Livermore) on the below dates. Please bring 

Composting ABC's. 
Docents for the Livermore HistoryMo-

bile. Volunteers interested in Livermore history 
and/or like working with children (mostly 
3rd graders) are needed. Mission is to teach 
children the history of Livermore and instill in 
them a sense of pride in the city. There will 
be training. Time commitment could be as 
little as a few days a year. There are usually 
have 3 docents at each school. If interested, 
call Nancy Mulligan, 925-443-3076 or E-mail 
n.mulligan@comcast.net.

Sing for fun, Music Sing-a-Long, sing 
familiar tunes with other folks along with piano 
accompaniment. The words of the songs will 
be provided. No musical experience needed. 
Most Mondays, from 11:00-12:00 at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center. Small fee. 

Counter Point (Addiction Family 
Support Group), Counter Point is a free faith 
based, Christ centered (Al Anon based) 
program designed to help individuals with 
family members who suffer from alcoholism 
and drug addiction. We meet Monday evenings 
at 7:00 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship (348 
North Canyons Parkway, Livermore across from 
Costco) and Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. at 
St. Michael Elementary School (345 Church 
Street, Livermore). For further information 
contact Kent (925-243-0211) or Rachel 
(510-501-1411).

Tri-Valley Geeks, group of adults who get 
together for events like board games, movies 
and fan conventions. Meetings every Tuesday 
at 5:30 for dinner and board games A schedule 
of upcoming events can be found on Facebook 
at: Facebook.com/groups/TriValleyGeeks. Text 
Melody Evenson at 925-209-1214 for more 
information.

Golden Circle Seniors, meetings 
Mondays at 1:30 p.m. at the Senior Center in 
the Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave. Sewing, knitting and crocheting all 
year, saving items for the annual bazaar in 
November. Ninety-five present of the proceeds 
are donated to local charities.

Pleasanton Lions Club, dinner meetings 
every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 530 
Inklings Coffee Shop in the Wardrobe Room, 
Pleasanton. Check website for meeting updates 
pleasantonlionsclub.org. Pleasanton Lions 
Club is a non-profit organization that seeks 
to identify needs within the community and 
work together to fulfill those needs. For more 
information or to get involved visit pleasanton-
lionsclub.org. All are welcome.

Have you been affected by someone's 
drinking? Al-Anon and Alateen offer hope and 
strength for families and friends of problem 
drinkers. www.AlanonTriValley.org, 925-277-
7661, help@AlanonTriValley.org. 

Recovery International Support Group 
meets 1300 S Livermore Avenue, Livermore, 
at 2pm every Sunday except holidays. No 
RSVP needed. Contact :  Ken 510-754-4599 or 
Barbara 916-335-8836

 Meals on Wheels Volunteers are needed 
to deliver fresh meals to homebound seniors 
in Livermore or Pleasanton one day per week, 
Monday-Friday between 10 am-12 p.m.. For 
more information, please call (925)483-1989. 

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley invites 
interested individuals to attend its morning 
meeting. Meetings are held every Tuesday at 
7 am in Beeb’s Sports Bar & Grill at the Las 
Positas Golf Course, 915 Club House Drive, 
Livermore. For more information, go to www.
livermorevalleyrotary.org/ or contact Frank 
Vallejo, President of Rotary Club of Livermore 
Valley, at 925-595-2004 or FVallejo@
CalWater.com

Del Valle Folk Dancers: beginning and 
experienced dancers are welcome. Balkan, 
Israeli and other world dances, easy line 
and circle dances, no partners required, 
casual dress. $3 per session (first time free). 
Tuesdays 7:30-9:30 p.m. at the Bothwell Arts 
Center (West end), 2466 8th Street, Livermore. 
Information: George Pavel (925) 447-8020 or 
george.pavel@gmail.com

Square Dance Lessons in Livermore, 7 
p.m. at Del Valle High School, 2253 5th Street. 
All ages welcome. Dancing Thursdays weekly 
from 7 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. No partner or 
special attire needed. For more information call 
Margaret 925-447-6980 or mmiller1435@
gmail.com.

Shepherd’s Gate New Life Thrift Store, 
open at 4014 East Ave. Hours will be 9-7 
Monday through Friday, 9-5 Saturday, closed 
Sunday. Donations can be left at 4014 East 
Ave in the rear of the building, 9:30 AM to 5 
PM M-F, 8–2:30pm Sat, closed Sundays & 
holidays.

 Italian Catholic Federation, meets 3rd 
Friday of the month, 6 p.m. St. Elizabeth Seton 
Catholic Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleas-
anton. Anyone who loves all things Italian is 
invited to meet to celebrate the Italian heritage 
with monthly dinner meetings and holding 
charitable events. The group supports Chil-
dren's Hospital research, college scholarships 
and other charities. For information, contact 
Judy Wellbeloved, president, 462-2487. 

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group 
(CL) is a non profit,peer based, all volunteer, 
self help in-person support group for people 
with difficulty discarding unwanted pos-
sessions. Meetings at Parkview, 100 Valley 
Avenue, (main entrance), 2nd Floor Activity 
Room, Pleasanton, every Monday 7 - 8:30 pm 
(except postal holidays). www.clutterless.org 
(national) or www.ClutterlessEastBay.org for 
more info. 

Questers is an international organization 
of lovers of antiques, collectibles, and history 
who encourage preservation and restoration 
of historical landmarks. At chapter meetings, 
members learn about antiques, share and view 
members' collections, visit historic sites, mu-
seums and antiques shops and help non-profit 
organizations with restoration and preservation 
work. Chapter meets the 4th Tuesday monthly 
from September to May. New members are 
invited to join the local Amador Chapter. If in-
terested call President Rickie at 925-292-8123 
or e-mail rjfgiono@comcast.net. 

 Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy Club. 
Feed your wonder about the Night Sky and 
the Cosmos by joining us on the 3rd Friday 
of the Month for our club meeting. Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 1893 N. Vasco Rd., 
Livermore. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. talk starts 
at 7:30 p.m.. For more info visit us @ http://
www.trivalleystargazers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 2647 
Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents in 1890s 
costumes give free guided tours beginning at 
noon, on the second and fourth Sundays of the 
month. Each tour includes the 1885 Cottage 
and the 1891 Main House, and the beautifully 
landscaped grounds. For information on the 
Ravenswood Progress League (RPL) or the 
volunteer Docent Program, please call the 
Docent Coordinator at (925) 443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a social 
group of retired men who join together to better 
enjoy their leisure time. Activities include golf, 
bridge, photography, travel, fishing, biking, wine 
tasting, and technology. The Tri-Valley Branch 
serves men living in Pleasanton, Dublin, 
Livermore, and San Ramon. The group meets 

for lunch on the first Thursday of each month 
at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest 
Lane, San Ramon. Please read more about the 
Tri-Valley SIR at www.trivalleysir.org and the 
Statewide SIR at www.sirinc.org/. For informa-
tion or to attend a meeting, call Carl Churilo, 
925-967-8177.

American Legion Post 47 in Livermore is 
looking for veterans in the Livermore area who 
are interested in performing community service 
for young people and promoting veterans 
affairs. Interested veterans will meet with 
other like-minded veterans for camaraderie 
and support of veterans' causes. The American 
Legion is the largest federally chartered 
veterans organization that is the veterans 
lobby and voice to congress. The Livermore 
American Legion Post 47 meets the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 
PM at the Veterans Memorial Building, 522 
South L Street, Livermore. Enter the building 
from the ramp on the 5th Street side. For more 
information go to http://www.calegion.org/ or 
contact Bill Bergmann at calegion.post47@
gmail.com or (925) 443-2330 or Roy Warner at 
925-449-6048.

Eric's Corner is a free support group for 
people who are dealing with a diagnosis of 
Epilepsy. Everyone is invited to attend these 
meetings. Meetings are held at 5725 W. Las 
Positas Blvd., second floor, Pleasanton. We 
meet from 6:30 -8;00 on the third Thursday of 
each month. For more information please visit 
us at ericscorner.org 

Assistance League® of Amador Valley 
invites all visitors to join this dedicated group 
of volunteers, reaching out to those in need in 
the Tri-Valley and having fun doing it. Regular 
meetings are held on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 Valley 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, see our 
website, www.amadorvalley.assistanceleague.
org, e-mail assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

 Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued morale 
support of deployed troops. For information or 
donations, visit www.operationsam.org, email 
operationsam@comcast.net 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, Bunco, Mah 
Jongg, walking/hiking groups, family activities, 
and monthly adult socials. Information, call 
925-215-8405 or visit www.PleasantonNew-
comers.com

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community education 
at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by 
FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.
tamayo@cril-online.org. All services are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy Sup-
port Group meets every fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 10 a.m. in the third floor movie room 
at Heritage Estates Retirement Community. The 
address is 900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All 

preparation, or lead book clubs. No advance 
preparation is needed. Find more information 
contact the Adult Literacy team literacy@
cityofpleasantonca.gov / 925-931-3405. 

National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) TriValley Connection Support Group, 
meets Wednesdays, 7:15pm - 8:45pm at 
St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard 
Rd., Pleasanton. This group is for anybody 
experiencing a mental illness, for education 
and support. Visit www.nami-trivalley.org, or 
contact Kelley Thorpe Baker, (714)296-3444.

Tri-Valley GO (Grassroots Organizing) 
Actions: Last Weekend for Voter Registration 
for Nov 6 General Election: Pleasanton Walmart 
on Rosewood Dr Oct 20 & 21 11AM-3PM 
Contact Cathy (cathyg@ofaebc.us), Livermore 
Walmart on Las Positas Oct 20 10AM-4PM 
Contact Kyoko (kyokot@ofaebc.us). Electoral 
Campaign Actions: Canvass in Tracy to swing 
CA-10 left Oct 21 (Sun) 1PM Contact Robert 
(robp212@gmail.com); Livermore Weekly 
Phone Bank & Postcarding every Monday 
5-7PM at Van’s (816 Lucerne St) Contact 
Van (vanr@ofaebc.us); Dublin Weekly Phone 
Bank Wednesday 6-8PM Oct 17, 24 & 31 at 
Red2Blue office (6250 Village Pkwy) Contact 
Christine (christinew@ofaebc.us). Postcarding 
with Tri-Valley Women’s March Action Group. 
Oct 16 & 23 (Tue) 7PM Contact Kathy Ellis 
(pton.huddle@gmail.com).

Scottish country dancing in Livermore 
lively reels and jigs and graceful strathspeys 
that are the traditional social dance of 
Scotland. Beginner class meets Mondays 7:00 
to 8:30 pm and intermediates 8:00 to 10:00 
pm at the Livermore Veteran’s Hall, 522 South 
L Street, Livermore. No prior dance experience 
or partner required.  New dancers are welcome 
at any time. Call Margaret Ward at (925) 449-
5932 or Sheena MacQueen at (925) 784-3662 
for more information.  

Livermore Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW), Post 7265, seeking returning Veterans 
from foreign conflicts who are interested in 
staying engaged with other Veterans and their 
families. The VFW is one of the strongest 
Veterans organizations in America but is in 
serious decline because of lack of member-
ship. Meetings on the first and third Mondays 
of each month with a light dinner social at 
6:00pm followed by a business meeting at 
7:00pm at the Veteran’s Memorial Hall, 522 So. 
L. St. (corner of So. L & 5th Street-enter on 5th 
St.). For more information contact Commander 
Hank Jean:  480-585-8970 or Service Officer 
Ron Gillette:  925-443-4444. 

Grief support, Fall Workshop on Thursday 
evenings through October 25, at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Elizabeth Seton.  Pre-registration is 
required.  Please call Eleanor at 846-8708 for 
more information. 

 Tri-Valley Haven - Individual Counsel-
ing & Group Therapy Openings, For over 
forty years, Tri-Valley Haven, a non-profit 
agency, has provided shelter and counseling 
for survivors of sexual assault and domestic 
violence, and their children in the Tri-Valley. The 
Haven provides free, professional individual 
and group therapy for survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and poverty. For more 
information on Tri-Valley Haven’s Support 
Groups and Individual Counseling, please call: 
(925) 449-5845.

Master Gardeners, on site to answer 
gardening queries from 930-1130 on the 2nd 
Saturday of every month at the Livermore 
Earth Friendly Demonstration Garden, 3575 
Greenville Rd., Livermore. Garden Talks on 
seasonally appropriate topics begin at 10 a.m.:  
Oct. 13- Photography in the garden; Nov. 10- 

a government issued photo I.D. for address 
verification. November 1st and 8th from 1-6 
pm (Thursdays); November 5th, 6th, 7th from 
1-4pm (Mon/Tues/Wed); November 2nd and 
9th from 12-3pm (Fridays). Tri-Valley Haven 
is seeking donations of gifts for teens, adults, 
seniors, and children. A list of suggested gifts 
is available on the Haven’s website www.trival-
leyhaven.org, or by calling (925) 449-5845. 
New, unwrapped gifts can be delivered to the 
Holiday Program Site on Monday, December 
10th through Wednesday, December 12th 10 
am – 4 pm at Asbury Church, 4743 East Av-
enue, Livermore or by calling Christine at (925) 
667-2707. If you’d like to volunteer, please call 
925-449-5845.

Shepherd’s Gate Barbeque with 
Bluegrass Music on Saturday, Oct. 20 at the 
Garre Vineyard and Winery’s Bella Rosa Event 
Center. The evening features great BBQ and 
wine plus inspiring testimonies of women who 
have triumphed over homelessness, domestic 
violence and addiction at Shepherd’s Gate’s 
campuses in Livermore and Brentwood. Tickets 
are $65 and can be reserved online at www.
shepherdsgate.org. The winery is located at 
7986 Tesla Road in Livermore, 5:00 to 8:30 
p.m. This is the organization’s major fundraiser.

Wednesday Night Run with Sunrise 
Mountain Sports, every Wednesday night 
(rain or shine) at 6:30PM. Start/End Location: 
Sunrise Mountain Sports 2184 First Street 
Livermore, CA 94550. Come join us for our 
weekly run (or walk)! The run/walk will start 
at 6:30PM, but come hang with us around 
6PM to socialize/warm-up/change. There 
are a variety of distances starting at 2 miles 
and they go up to 9 miles. The most popular 
is the 3.5 mile course (that does have two 
water fountains along its route). Dogs, kids, 
and people of all paces are welcome.  More 
information located on Sunrise's Facebook 
Event Page: https://www.facebook.com/
events/237597100263100/

Oktoberfest in Livermore: Come 
celebrate Oktoberfest in Livermore! Join us 
for a fun evening with German food, beer and 
wine gardens, and a live Oompah band. Dinner 
is $15 a person and $10 for children under 
the age of 12. All funds raised go to support 
Marylin Avenue Elementary School’s “Leader-
ship in Me” program. The festivities take place 
Sunday, October 28th from 5:30-8:00pm and 
will be held at Our Savior Lutheran in Liver-
more, 1385 S. Livermore Ave. For questions 
call 925-447-1246.   

The Amador Valley Quilters meet the 
second Saturday of each month from 1:30 to 
4:00 p.m. at Pleasanton Middle School, 5001 
Case Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 94566. Guests 
are always welcome! www.amadorvalleyquil-
ters.org

Livermore-Amador Valley Garden Club 
meets the second Thursday of each month, 
September through May, at Alisal School. 
Meetings start at 7:00 p.m., and visitors are 
welcome. In addition to the evening meetings, 
the garden club has luncheon meetings on the 
fourth Mondays. Other interest groups that 
meet separately include: seed sharing, floral 
design, and edible plant gardening. For further 
information about the club, visit their website 
at www.lavgc.org .

The City of Pleasanton Library’s 
Literacy Program is searching for patient, 
caring volunteer tutors to help adults practice 
and improve their English reading, writing, 
and conversation skills. Volunteers will work 
one-on-one with students, lead small group 
conversation practice, conduct citizenship test 
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are welcome. Contact is Lee Parlett 292-9280.

DBE Daughters of the British Empire, 
John McLaren’s Roses of Britain Chapter in 
the Tri-Valley meets at 11:00 a.m. on the 
3rd Thursday of every month at Castlewood 
Country Club. DBE was founded in 1909 and 
is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization made up 
of women of British or British Commonwealth 
heritage and ancestry with a focus on charity 
and fellowship. Those interested in helping 
with “the cause," enjoying social activities, 
and forming long-lasting friendships, contact 
Edith Caponigro at 925-998-3500 or Jenny 
Whitehouse at 925-621-8946 for additional 
information.

Tri-Valley Triathlon Club (TVTC), 
Information on programs and memberships, 
training philosophies and schedules, and 
all things TVTC, an all inclusive triathlon/
marathon/endurance training program. www.
trivalleytriclub.com.

 Pleasanton Military Families is a 
Pleasanton based support group for those who 
have a loved one serving in the Military. The 
group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month to share concerns, fears, and to 
celebrate the joys that are experienced. There 
is no better support than being surrounded by 
others who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collects 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for the 
location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a support 
group for families in Livermore who have a 
loved one serving in the Military, is intended to 
be a safe place for family members to come 
and share their experiences and concerns with 
others who understand what they are going 
through. All family members are welcome to 
attend meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more information, 
call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or email 
livermoremilitaryfamilies@yahoo.

RELIGION
A Mass of Remembrance is planned 

for Monday, November 5, at 7:30 pm at St 
Elizabeth Seton, 4001 Stoneridge Drive, Pleas-
anton.  Please join us for this special evening of 
workship as we honor those who have died.  All 
are welcome regardless of religious affiliation. 
Please bring a small picture or memento of 
your loved one to share and then take home at 
the end of the evening.  

Facing the holiday blues with a broken 
heart, the holidays you have dreaded are 
approaching.  At every turn you are faced with 
your heartache and loss because of the death 
of your loved one.  Please join us on Thursday, 
November 8, at 7:30 pm at st Elizabeth Seton, 
4001 Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton. No regis-
tration required.  All are welcome regardless of 
religious affiliation.

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit), a faith 
enriching ministry for women of all ages and 
life stages, meets Thursday mornings, 9:30 – 
11:30 am beginning October 4, 2018 through 
May 9, 2019 at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church, Borromeo Hall, 1315 Lomitas Avenue, 
Livermore. The theme is Reflecting the Light of 
Christ to the World. Guest speaker “highlights” 
include Father Mark Wiesner, Pastor of St. 
Charles Borromeo; Tiffany Hoover – Theatrical 
Performance on the life of Dorothy Day; 
Graham Wiseman – Mental Health Advocate 
for Youth; and others! All are Welcome! For 
a list of presenters or to learn more about 
WINGS: stcharleslivermore.org/WINGS  Ques-

tions:  Janet Schott   925-373-9346 or Phyllis 
Clearwater  925-337-4299

First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth 
Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contemplative 
Service in the Chapel and 10:00 a.m. Tradi-
tional Service in the Sanctuary and children’s 
program For more information www.fpcl.us or 
925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 a.m. 
Children's classes during adult worship service. 
AWANA children's program Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. 449-4403 or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.
com. 

Unitarian Universalist Church, 1893 
North Vasco Road, Livermore.  Sunday 
Service 10:30am. Church of the open mind, 
loving heart and helping hands. All are 
welcome. Childcare, and religious education 
for children as well as adults are offered. For 
more information, visit www.uucil.org or call 
925-447-8747.

Congregation Beth Emek, Center for 
Jewish Learning, Prayer and Community in the 
Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada Court, Pleasanton. 
Information 931-1055. Rabbi Dr. Laurence 
Milder, www.bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated with 
the Congress of Secular Jewish Organizations 
(csjo.org). Information, Rabbi Judith Seid, 
Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 485-1049 or EastBay-
SecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-
more, services 10 a.m. every Sunday. Sunday 
School for students (ages 3-20) is held at 10 
a.m. every Sunday. The church and reading 
room are located at Third and N Streets. The 
Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 Arroyo 
Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship service at 9:30 
a.m. Hispanic service starts at 2 p.m. Nursery 
and children's church provided. A "Night of 
Worship" first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 p.m. 
Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Livermore. 
Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. adult Bible 
study/Sunday school. For information, call 
925-447-1246.

Calvary Tri-Valley, Sunday Services at 
243 Scott Street, Livermore, 10:00am. www.
calvarylivermore.org or 925-447-4357.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 447-3428.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ 
All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Adult Sunday school 
9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children's 
Church (Pre-K-5th grade) 11:15 a.m., Nursery 
to age 3, Women's Bible study Wednesdays 
at 10 a.m., Senior Adult Ministries meet every 
other month. For ministry information call 
(925) 846-8650

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave., 
Livermore. New Sunday Worship Services & 
Children’s Ministry times now at 9 a.m & 10:30 
a.m. Small Groups also meet on Sundays, and 
during the week at various times/locations. 

Trinity Student Ministries (7-12th Grade) meet 
on Sundays at 9 a.m and on Weds. eve. from 
7-9 p.m. Awana meets Sundays from 3:30-
5:30PM trinitylivermore.org or 925-447-1848.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire La 
Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 1047 
Serpentine Lane #300, Pleasanton. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at (831) 
278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 Hop-
yard Road, Pleasanton, Services on Sunday, 
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday 
School & Chapel at 10:15 a.m. All are most 
welcome to come and worship with us and to 
enjoy our hospitality. For more information call 
the church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church 
, 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 447-3289. 
www.saintbartslivermore.com. Sunday service 
with Rev. Andrew Lobban, Priest-in-Charge, 
10:00 am Eucharist with music, childcare and 
Godly Play children education.

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 1055 
Serpentine Lane, Pleasanton. Contemporary 
Worship Service, Sunday, 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. All are 
welcome. www.pathwaycommunitychurch.org 
(925) 322-1222.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 486 
S. J Street, Livermore. Sunday worship at 9:00 
am, followed by Bible Study/Sunday School at 
10:20 am. For more information, visit www.
goodshepherd-livermore.org or call (950) 
371-6200.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are Don 
& Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: Sunday 
10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; Sunday 10:25 
a.m. - Holy Grounds Fellowship; Sunday 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary aged 
children go to Kid’s Church following worship, 
nursery available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back 
to the Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 
p.m. - Celebrate Recovery; in the dining hall; 
925-449-4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 7106 
Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 11:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, meets 
at 10:00 am Sunday at 6751 Southfront Road, 
Suite 6749, Livermore. Phone 925-227-1301. 
www.thecrossing.org.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 2021 
College Ave., Livermore. Worship Services 9 
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.cedargrove.org or 
call 447-2351.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 Palomino 
Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.jewishtrival-
ley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school year). 
Those with an immediate need or who would 
like to donate nonperishable food items, call 
the office at (925) 479-1414 to begin the 
process. Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m., and Thursday 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick 
up by appointment only. The Outreach Center 
will be open every 4th Saturday to distribute 
bags from Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. 

This will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nissen 
Drive, Livermore. 

Lynnewood United Methodist Church at 
4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly congregation 
where all are welcome.  Worship at 9 or 10:30 
a.m. on Sundays with Sunday school for youth 
and adults at 10:30 a.m. and childcare at both 
services.  Contact Pastor Henry Kim at 846-
0221, send an email to office@lynnewood.org  
or visit  www.lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints--Livermore Stake: Sunday 
services--1501 Hillcrest Ave: Sycamore Grove 
Ward 9:00 am; Windmill Springs Ward 11:00 
am. 950 Mocho St.,: Valley View Ward 9:00 
am; Vineyard Hills Ward 11:00 am; Mocho 
Branch (Spanish) 12:20 p.m.. 8203 Village 
Parkway, Dublin: Tri-Valley Young Single Adult 
Ward 1:30 p.m..

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: Sunday at 1 
p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd 
Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 3rd Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 
Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st 
Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

Asbury United Methodist Church 4743 
East Avenue, Livermore. A Reconciling Church, 
where all are welcomed. Sunday Worship  
10:00 a.m. Children’s and youth groups for 
Sunday School during worship services and 
Sunday evening Middle School and High School 
Youth Groups. For more information visit our 
website at www.asburylive.org or call 925-
447-1950.  Asbury UMC can also be found on 
Facebook at “Asbury UMC Livermore,” where 
you can find our most updated information and 
worship sermons.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 7421 
Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship service at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday school for ages 3-18 during 
worship. Adult education Sundays at 11:00 
a.m. Jr. High youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 
p.m. High school youth group Sundays 5:50-
8:00 p.m. www.jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contractors St., 
Livermore. .Sunday School (all ages) – 8:30 
AM. Communion – 9:30 AM. 925-906-9561 
stfrancisanglican.church.

The Center for Spiritual Living Liver-
more Valley is now holding Sunday services at 
the Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Ave., at 10 a.m. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, gives away 
clothing and other items every Monday 10-12. 
Donations are also accepted on Mondays 
between 10-12. 4481 E. Avenue, Livermore.

Christ Church (a nondenomina
tional evangelical church formerly 

meeting in Pleasanton), Now meeting at Arroyo 
Mocho Elementary School, 1040 Florence 
Rd., Livermore. Worship service at 9:00 a.m.; 
Educational Classes for all ages at 11:00 a.m. 
visit: www.christchurch-trivalley.org or call 
925.846.0665.

GraceWay Church worships at 10 a.m. 
Sundays at 1183 Quarry Lane in Pleasanton.  
Services include band-led worship music, 
Bible-based messages and Sunday School for 
pre-schoolers and elementary through high 
school students. Infant care is provided. www.
gracewaylife.org (925) 846-4436.

Grace Missionary Baptist Church, 
meets at 1759 Locust St., Livermore. (925) 
667-1610. www.gracembc.com. Sunday 
School, 9:45 am; Sunday Worship, 11 am. 
Relevant and refreshing Bible teaching. Pastor: 
Jeff Barger.

Discovery Church of the Nazarene, 

5862 Las Positas Road, Livermore. Pastor 
Curtis Lillie, 925 449-5256. Community 
Breakfast (free) served every Sunday at 9:30 
AM. Worship Service, Sundays at 10:45 AM

Gateway Church, 811 Marylin Avenue, 
Livermore. 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 11:00 
a.m. Worship. For more information visit 
gatewaylivermore.org or call Larry Trummel at 
449.1444.

Grace Missionary Baptist Church in 
Livermore invites members of the community 
to Wednesday evening study, “Discovering the 
Bible.” Currently, the subject is , “The Holy 
Spirit and His Work.” The church address is 
1759 Locust Street in Livermore. Wednesday 
Bible Study begins at 6:30 p.m. www.
gracembc.com

Celebration Church, 1135 Bluebell Drive, 
Livermore. 925-455-4250. Sunday Service: 

9:45am; children’s programs: 9:45am; 
Spanish service at 1:00pm; Jr. & Sr. High: 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30pm. For more informa-
tion or weekday Bible study and Prayer group 
schedules, go to www.celebrationcc.org. 

B'rit Ahabah Messianic Congrega-
tion, worship every Saturday, 11 a.m. at 193 
Contractors Ave., Livermore. Congregation and 
Jews and Gentiles. Liturgy presented in both 
Hebrew and English. Families are welcome. 
Blessing of bread and wine (or grape juice) 
follows each service and all are invited to Oneg, 
a fellowship meal.

Unity of Tri-Valley, an inclusive 
spiritual community for people of all faiths and 
backgrounds. 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., Suite 
108, Dublin. 10:00 am Sunday service. Rev. 
Dinah Chapman, Minister. www.trivalleyunity.
org. 829.2733  

The Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 
will be hosting a Grand Re-Opening of the Sycamore 
Grove Arroyo Del Valle Regional Trail with a Rib-
bon Cutting at the Sycamore Grove Park Wetmore 
Entrance on October 25th at 4:30 p.m.

The 2.5 mile Sycamore Grove Arroyo Del Valle 
Regional Trail renovation that began in the sum-
mer of 2018. Rock walls and a french drain have 
been built along the trail. Re-paving was completed 
in September with mileage and information mark-
ers painted onto the path. Construction areas will 
be hydro seeded on October 22nd and 23rd. The 
renovations have been completed in partnership with 
the East Bay Regional Park District. The East Bay 
Regional Park District has provided $500,000 in 
funding, $700,000 was provided from reserves ap-
proved by Livermore Area Recreation and Park Dis-
trict Board of Directors with an additional $75,000 
authorized for project management expenses.

The LARPD Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
division leads the development and implantation 
of the District’s Capital Improvement Projects, 
and contributed funds for the renovations to the 
Sycamore Grove Arroyo Del Valle Regional Trail. 
Every year, the Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District adopts a three year Capital Improvement 
Budget, known as the CIP budget that is separate 
from the general Livermore Area Recreation and 
Park District’s budget. The CIP budget funds public 
infrastructure projects, including facility construc-
tion and renovation, park and trail development, and 
open space projects. 

Grand Re-Opening of Trail 
in Sycamore Grove Set
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Milestones

Jennifer Christine Wong of Pleasanton graduated Aug. 
10, 2018, from Clemson University with a Doctorate in 
Environmental Engineering and Science. Wong was among 
more than 1,000 summer semester graduates from Clemson.

Kairan Gu of Pleasanton,  enrolled at Lehigh University 
as part of the Class of 2022

Samuel Adams, of Livermore,  started coursework at 
Fort Lewis College on August 27, 2018. Adams's major is 
Business Administration.

The following children were born at Stanford-ValleyCare 
Medical Center in Pleasanton:

A son to Mary and Erik  David of Pleasanton on July 22.
A daughter to Kathryn and David Fish of Livermore on 

August 18.
A son to Sindhuya Vasanthasena and Hari Ramachandrar 

of Dublin on August 18.
A daughter to Selina Camelio of Dublin on August 15.
A son to Eizar Chi Han and Mickey Lee of Dublin o n 

August 11.
A daughter to Cheyenne Chesley of Pleasanton on August 

16.

EDUCATION

NEW FACES

 The Livermore Police 
Department has been award-
ed a $100,000 grant from the 
California Office of Traffic 
Safety (OTS) for a year-
long enforcement and public 
awareness program. The traf-
fic safety program is intended 
to educate the public on safe 
roadway habits and deter 
people from violating traf-
fic laws or practicing other 
unsafe behaviors that lead to 
injuries and fatalities.

The grant from OTS will 

fund various education and 
enforcement activities for the 
2019 federal fiscal year (Oct. 
1, 2018 to Sept. 30, 2019):

• DUI checkpoints and 
saturation patrols to take 
suspected alcohol/drug-im-
paired drivers – and those 
unlicensed or with a revoked/
suspended license – off the 
road.

• Traffic safety educa-
tion presentations for youth 
and community members 
on distracted, impaired and 

teen driving, and bicycle/
pedestrian safety.

• Patrols at intersections 
with increased incidents of 
pedestrian and bike colli-
sions.

• Checking for seat belt 
and child safety seat com-
pliance.

• Motorcycle safety oper-
ations in areas with high rider 
volume and where higher 
rate of motorcycle crashes 
occur.

• Speeding, red light and 
stop sign enforcement.

• Warrant service opera-
tions targeting multiple DUI 
offenders.

• Compilation of DUI 
“Hot Sheets” identifying 
repeat DUI offenders

• Probation supervision 
for high-risk DUI offenders.

• Specialized DUI and 
drugged driving training 
to identify and apprehend 
suspected impaired drivers.

In 2017, 3,602 people 
were killed in crashes across 
the state, a 6 percent decrease 
from 2016, according to 
the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration. 
Particularly alarming is the 
rise in pedestrian deaths, 
with 867 pedestrians killed 
on California roadways in 
2016, a nearly 33 percent 
increase from 2012. Along 
with the growing dangers of 
distracting technologies like 
phones and drug-impaired 
driving, this grant funding 
will provide opportunities to 
combat these dangerous and 
illegal behaviors.

“ 

Police Department Receives Traffic 
Education and Enforcement Grant

Livermore Poet Laureate Cynthia Patton has selected two Teen Poets of the Month for 
September 2018. The theme was Technology and Social Media. Ella King was selected for 
the poem, “An 8-Bit Love Story.” Sandhya Murugavel was selected for “Message Send-
ing....” King and Murugavel are both juniors at Livermore High School. King is in Rachel 
Martin’s class, and Murugavel is in Lydia Saraille’s class.

AN 8-BIT LOVE STORY
by Ella King

we had an 8-bit love story, you and i. 
we were in bits and bytes, ones and zeros 
and thought we could pixelate the world
but nothing can stay on a screen forever
and as pieces of us broke free we decided
real life was just too scary and 
we needed two dimensional,
superficial,
as-seen-on-tv love.
as if you could fall for someone through a snapchat,
as if everything you need to know is in an instagram bio,
reduce me to a face and a username and leave it at that,
say you want to know me and never make the effort,
have the same three conversations on loop. 
i’m not real to you
and maybe that’s what you want: 
an image of a girl on a screen
so small you can’t see the freckles on the bridge of her nose, 
the way her eyes squint in the sun, 
so artificial that you don’t know a single thing about her 
besides her age and location.
you like the idea of me but you can’t handle the real thing:
the me with thoughts longer than a text,
the me with emotions, not emoticons,
the real me who the real you is so afraid of.

Patton said, “We had so many wonderful submissions, it was impossible to choose 
just one!” 

Four teens received honorable mention: Lauren Breazeale for “Technology,” Hernesto 
Lopez for “Technology is Everywhere,” Rogelio Ramirez for “Connected,” and Jeffrey 
Fairbanks for  “Addiction.” Breazeale and Fairbanks are both juniors in Lisa Jost’s class 
at Granada High School. Lopez and Ramirez are Carlie Wiedmeier’s students at Del Valle 
High School. 

The theme for October is Attraction and Reaction. Submissions must include: student’s 
name, address, email, grade level, school, and English teacher's name. Teens must reside 
in Livermore and poems can be pasted into the email or attached. Poems are due October 
31st. Send submissions to LivermorePoetLaureate@gmail.com 

.
by Sandhya Murugavel
Message sending...
Poor connection...
Try moving to another location. 
Away from friends,
to keep up with the latest trends. 
Away from family,
into a virtual reality
where we text instead of talking, 
type emojis to express our feelings 
in empty conversations
with poor connection.
Message sending...
Our ways of interacting
are slowly deteriorating 
because of our poor choice 
to waste our voice
on spreading hate.
What a shame

that we cannot see
the human emotions behind a screen 
and instead, we are awed
by a stranger’s facade
portrayed through clickbait
because they are afraid
of losing viewers
so life becomes fake,
consumed by
the number of dislikes 
from people who followed 
for a follow back,
and made new friends
to connect more contacts.
More contacts, less interaction.
Poor connection in every location.
Battery drained, screen becomes dimmer. 
One notification:
Message failed to deliver....

Teen Poets Recognized

MESSAGE SENDING..


