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Inside PET Of THE WEEk 
Are you looking for a perfect kitten that will light up your 
world? If so, come on down to meet Aries. Aries is an 
extroverted, playful kitten who was left behind in the cold and 
the rain with twelve other small kittens in August. If you are 
a horoscope addict, we also have Scorpio, Leo, and Virgo. 
To meet these kittens and plenty others, come on down to 
Valley Humane Society's kitty City, located at 3670 Nevada 
Street in Pleasanton.  Open Tues- Sat from 11AM to 5PM.  
Call 925-426-8656 or visit the website www.valleyhumane.
org for more information on our adoptable pets.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen
As part of the Red Ribbon Week observance at Hearst Elementary School in Pleasanton, Hearst 
students worked with Mark Wagner, a Guinness record holder, to create a chalk art masterpiece. 
Over the course of three days, Wagner helped to design a very large monarch butterfly in 
the school's quad area.  A variety of individual pictures were created within the outline of the 
butterfly.
 

find Out What's 
Happening
Check out the 

second section
Section II is filled with infor-

mation about arts, entertainment 
and special events. There are  
education stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board list

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Alameda County Sheriff's Office Dive Team volunteers held a training session at Shadow Cliffs 
over the weekend. Pictured are the tender,  Clay Anderson from Livermore, (on shore) and his 
diving partner, Tony Sung from Pittsburg.

Three men are competing to 
represent the 10th Congressional 
District. They are Democratic 
incumbent John Garamendi, Re-
publican nominee Gary Clift, and 
Green Party candidate Jeremy 
Cloward.

The district includes Liver-
more, and stretches through Con-
tra Costa County and beyond, as 
far north as Dixon, Vacaville, and 
Walnut Grove, where Garamendi 
lives.

The district was represented 
from 1996 to 2009 by Alamo 
resident Ellen Tauscher. She re-

signed to become Undersecretary 
of State for Arms Control and In-
ternational Security. Garamendi 
won a special election for the seat 
Nov. 3, 2009, and gave up his 
position as California lieutenant-
governor to serve.

The Independent asked all 
candidates the same questions 
about the federal deficit, the 
new health care law, the federal 
stimulus package, the No Child 
Left Behind Act, policies on 
Afghanistan and Iraq, illegal im-

Three Running for 10th 
Congressional District Seat

(See 10TH DISTRICT, page 10)

By Ron McNicoll
Two of the three seats on the 

Sunol Glen school board are on 
the ballot Nov. 2.

Incumbent Guin Van Dyke 
and appointed incumbent Don 
Ball hold those seats. Seeking to 
replace them are former board 
member Gerry Beemiller and 
former principal/superintendent 
Diane Everett.

The school is K-8 with an 
enrollment of 262 students. It is 
its own district, so the principal 
also serves as the district super-
intendent. Currently that person 
is Molly Barnes.

The Independent asked the 
candidates about their quali-
fications and motivations for 
running, and whether they were 
satisfied with the current aca-
demic program.

There were also questions 
about whether they were satisfied 
with the financial standing of the 
district, whether the district’s re-
serves are adequate, and whether 
any layoffs would be needed in 
the foreseeable future.

Eight years ago, school lead-
ers made an effort to recruit more 
students outside the community 
to raise enrollment above the 190 
or so then, in order to improve 
revenue. The eventual goal was 
to hit approximately 210 to 215 
students to improve revenue, 
but keep class sizes relatively 
small.

Now, the school has a little 
over 260 students. Candidates 
were asked whether enrollment 
is too high.

Candidates were also asked 
whether Barnes’ salary is too 
high, and whether teachers will 
be asked to make any sacrifices 
because the state is in trouble 
financially.

Ball and Van Dyke are en-
dorsed by Alameda County 
Schools Superintendent Sheila 
Jordan. Ball is also endorsed 
by the teachers union at Sunol 
Glen.

Candidates responses appear 
in alphabetical order.

four Compete for 2 
Sunol School Board Seats

(See SUNOL, page 8)

When law enforcement agen-
cies in Alameda County need 
help with underwater rescue and 
recovery operations, they call 
on the Alameda County Dive 
Team. 

The all volunteer unit has 
been in operation since the early 
1960s. All water in the county 
could be searched at one time 
or another.

Search and recovery opera-
tions can range from something 
as small as a weapon to larger 
targets such as a body or a sub-
merged car. 

Dave McMurdie, Pleasanton, 
is the chief of the dive team, 

which consists of four subteams. 
There are currently around 35 
members, all men. “This is prob-
ably one of the oldest teams in the 
nation,” McMurdie commented.

When needed, team members 
are dispatched by the Offices of 
Emergency Services. “Almost all 
of our operations are law enforce-
ment related. If a car goes off 
the road, we need to find out if 
there is a victim inside. We also 
try to determine how the car got 
into the water, whether it is a 
stolen car.”

He pointed out that most of 
the calls for the team are usually 
triggered by eye witness reports. 

However, he recalled one opera-
tion where the team was tasked 
with finding Dr. Zehra Attari, 
whose car had gone into the 
Oakland estuary at an unknown 
point. “The mystery was where 
was the car?”  He added that it 
was eventually found.

Many of the calls become 
crime scene investigations. 

McMurdie said the team 
searches for evidence under wa-
ter. He pointed out that a diver 
can’t cover a huge amount of 
area. “We don’t go into the water 
until we have a pretty good idea 
where what we are looking for 

Dive Team Provides Help With 
Underwater Rescue & Recovery

(See DIVE TEAM, page 2)

The East Bay Regional Park 
District’s Green Transportation 
Initiative has been awarded $10.2 
million as part of its Transpor-
tation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER II) 
grant program. 

The United States Department 
of Transportation (DOT) made 
the announcement last week.

TIGER II grants were award-
ed nationwide with over 1000 
applications totaling $20 billion 
competing for $600 million in 
available funding.  The Park 
District was the only agency 
in Northern California to re-
ceive TIGER II funds. The Park 
District’s application focused 
on completing critical gaps in 
its expansive nearly 200-mile 
paved regional trail system that 
connects communities, schools, 
employment centers and trans-
portation nodes.

This grant will in part fund 
the extension of the trail from 
the Dublin/Pleasanton BART 
station through the Hacienda 
Business Park, completing the 
Iron Horse Trail between Dublin, 
Pleasanton, and Livermore. The 
Initiative is expected to create 
as many as 500 jobs throughout 
the region. 

“We’re very pleased with 
this important award,” states 
Park District General Manager 
Pat O’Brien. “The Park District 
began developing this integrated 
network of paved trails in the 
1970s, and we’ve seen the use 
of these trails just explode with 
the population growth over the 
past several decades for both 
commuting and recreational pur-
poses. With this grant, we will be 
able to expedite closing critical 
gaps in the Green Transportation 
network, providing a real boon to 
those who live and work in the 
East Bay.”

O’Brien applauded the local 
Congressional delegation’s en-
thusiastic support and regional 
stakeholders and other orga-
nizations. “We had significant 
support because our elected 

$10.2 Mil-
lion Grant to 
fund Trails

(See TRAILS, page 2)

The Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce Business and Com-
munity Political Action Commit-
tee (BACPAC) has collected the 
most money for the November 
election.

At the end of the most re-
cent reporting period, Oct. 16, 
BACPAC listed  $24,627 in 
contributions. In the period from 
Oct. 1 to 16, it received $7,250 
in cash. 

The largest donations to 
BACPAC during the campaign 
come from the development 
community. Donors include My 
Nu Realty in Fremont $5000, 
Charter Properties, the developer 
for Oak Grove, $3000; Ponderosa 
Homes, $2500; PG&E, $2000, 
Safeway Inc., $1500, and James 
McKeehan of Signature Proper-

Chamber Collects Most Money 
In Pleasanton Campaign

(See CHAMBER, page 2)

The Livermore City Council 
reversed its decision to close the 
Springtown Library.

On Monday, the vote was 5 to 
0 to keep the library open at least 
8 hours a week.

The decision comes after 
protest from residents of the 
area. They pointed out that it is 
difficult for children and seniors 
living north of I-580 to travel to 
the main library. 

The library, like other city 
departments, had to cut 5 percent 

of its budget. Library Director 
Susan Gallinger said, “We didn’t 
want to eliminate service to 
Springtown. What will be offered 
is express library service. Resi-
dents can order books on-line 
from the main library and pick 
them up in Springtown. There 
will be a minimal increase in the 
Springtown collection.” She said 
that residents can vote on-line to 
determine which day the library 
should remain open.

Springtown Library 
Given a Reprieve

(See LIBRARY, page 2)

Hoofprints on 
the Heart to keep 
Program at Hage-
mann farm
By Patricia Koning

The signing of a regulatory 
agreement sounds like a dull 
occasion. However, for the Hoof-
prints on the Heart Adaptive 
Riding Center, it was cause for 
celebration. On Wednesday, Oct. 
20, Hoofprints and the City of 
Livermore celebrated the City’s 
purchase of the historic Hage-
mann Farmstead and an agree-
ment that will allow Hoofprints 
to remain at the site for many 
years to come. 

“We are so happy to have this 
agreement finalized,” says Bar-
bara Soules, executive director 
of Hoofprints. “We are grateful 
to the City for its hard work and 
cooperation, and thrilled with all 
of the community support.”

Under the agreement, Hoof-
prints will lease the 5-acre prop-
erty from the City for a 55-year, 
renewable term for a nominal 

(See HOOFPRINTS, page 3)

By Ron McNicoll
Pleasanton city government’s 

partnership with Hacienda Busi-
ness Park to produce an eco-fair 
broke new ground on several 
fronts.

The eco-fair, held at Car-
rAmerica Oct. 20, marked a 
broad expansion of a previous 
transportation fair sponsored by 
Hacienda Business Park for the 
past 10 years.

It also was the kick-off for 
a series of city efforts to push 
ahead on green consciousness.

In addition, there was an ap-

pearance by Tri-Valley Trikke, 
the first business that will be tak-
ing part in the new state-funded 
i-GATE project in Livermore.

This i-GATE is a joint effort 
of Lawrence Livermore National 
and Sandia National laboratories 
and the City of Livermore. The 
program will help Trikke, a 
personal transportation vehicle, 
to reduce the amount of  metals 
used , and make its battery more 
efficient, during a research and 
development effort that can last 
up to three years. It’s free for the 
company over that time, paid for 

by a state grant of $200,000.
Showing off such green tech-

nology and orienting people to 
some of the existing ecologically 
sound methods for office workers 
to commute and just generally 
take care of themselves were a 
hallmark of the eco- fair.

Earlier in the fair’s history, 
the only subject was how people 
could share commute rides and 
learn about transportation alter-
natives. This year, it expanded 
to include such things as clean 
air, clean water, recycling, solar 
power, green construction, and 

wellness and nutrition.
The city’s participation pro-

vided the event with communi-
tywide publicity, which brought 
attendance to at least 500 or 600 
people, and 85 exhibitors, far 
more than at the transportation 
fairs, said Hacienda Park general 
manager James Paxson.

The city’s co-sponsorship was 
the kick-off to move ahead on 
the environmental front for the 
city this year, said Laura Ryan. 
She was hired July 1 as the 
city’s energy and sustainability 
manager.

Next on the agenda was the 
first meeting of residents who 
will help brainstorm ideas for 
the city to create its Community 
Action Plan (CAP). It was held 
Oct. 27. The climate action plan 
is required by the state, in order to 
meet the city’s obligation under 
AB 32, the climate change bill.

Ryan said that even if AB32 
were eliminated in the election 
by Proposition 23, the city will 
proceed with its CAP.

The city’s housing element, 
which is undergoing a revision 

Pleasanton Eco-fair Blazes New Trails

(See ECO-FAIR, page 2)
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The Amador Valley High School marching band marched down Main Street during the parade 
portion of the annual foothill High School Band Review competition. In addition to the parade, 
bands took part in in a field show and concert competitions.

might be located.”  
The searches are conducted 

by hand, because the water is 
dark. A site scan using sonar is 
conducted to narrow the search 
area. The search is conducted by 
a team comprised of a diver and 
a tender. The diver is jokingly 
referred to a “dope on a rope,” 
because he wears a harness that 
is tethered to a rope in the hands 
of the tender. The diver can’t see 
where he is going. The tender is 
needed to guide his movements, 
which is accomplished using 
various hand signals.

McMurdie said the role of the 
diver is, “to stay alive and look 
for what he has been told needs 
to be found. If the diver were 
alone in zero visibility it would 
be very difficult to find an object. 
Direction from the surface is 
required. We use set patterns and 
techniques to conduct a search. 
We can cover a couple of football 
fields of area pretty efficiently.”

McMurdie noted that the team 
has been involved in some high 
profile operations. The most 
publicized was the search for 
and recovery of the body of Laci 
Peterson.

The search for Laci was 
spurred by information found 
on a sonar site scan. The scan 
picked up what appeared to be 
an anchor and rope attached to 
outstretched arms.  “Using the 

information, we found her fairly 
quickly,” he stated.

Other high profile cases 
have included Eric Wright, who 
drowned in Bethany Reservoir 
on Christmas Eve; a family 
who went off the road near the 
Oakland Coliseum during a rain 
storm, and a homicide in Berke-
ley’s Aquatic Park. Although, the 
victim in Berkeley was not un-
derwater, the team had to search 
for her infant in the water.

McMurdie said, “Some of the 
bodies have been in the water 
for quite awhile. They can be in 
pretty bad shape. We recover the 
body, bringing it to the water’s 
edge. At that point, we conduct 
some initial evidence gather-
ing. We take notes regarding the 
condition and position of the 
body, such as whether eyes are 
open or closed. Sometimes we 
take photos. If it turns out to be 
a homicide, gathering evidence 
is critical.”

He talked about a recent call, 
which involved a suicide on a 
fishing dock. He explained, “No 
weapon was found at the scene, 
making it unclear whether it was 
a suicide or a homicide. If the 
handgun were not found, either 
it wasn’t there or we didn’t do 
our job well.” 

The team participated in a 
training operation last weekend 
at Shadow Cliffs Regional Park. 

Training is an ongoing process, 
he explained. New cadets train 
for about a year before they have 
completed the entire process. 
Tenders do not have to have div-
ing skills. 

Livermore resident Mike 
Whitehurst is one of the volun-
teers. He pointed out that using 
volunteers saves the county some 
$1 million a year.

The team is in the process of 
recruiting new members. Ideally, 
there should be 50 team mem-
bers, said McMurdie. 

The process involves filling 
out an application. Potential team 
members are then interviewed 
to be sure that they understand 
the time commitment and to 
determine if applicants would be 
a good fit. Divers are tested for 
swim and scuba skills.  All team 
members must be physically fit, 
21 years of age and be willing 
to put in a substantial amount of 
time. They have to be willing to 
be available for on-call shifts. 
Both men and women can apply. 
As volunteers,  team members 
supply their own equipment, 
and perform their training and 
response activities without pay. 

Recruits must either live in 
Alameda County or an adjacent 
county. 

Complete information on the 
recruiting process can be found 
at ACSOdiveteam.org.

 

DIVE TEAM
(continued from page one)

officials and regional organiza-
tions understand the value of the 
Green Transportation Initiative. 
Work on the trail system will 
create hundreds of jobs and, 
once finished, the regional trail 
network will enhance East Bay 
communities by relieving traffic 
congestion, and creating oppor-
tunities for a healthier lifestyle.” 
DOT received over 80 letters of 
support from regional stakehold-
ers in favor of this project.

In August, the Park District 
submitted an extensive applica-
tion outlining seven projects 
throughout the District where 
gap closures would provide a 
tremendous impact for connect-
ing to local and regional transit. 
O’Brien states that the Park 
District is focusing on what are 
called “last-mile connections” or 
the final segment that provides 
a safe convenient transit con-
nection.

“Filling these gaps will have 
a multiplier effect with much 
greater usage of the new trail 
segments and the corresponding 
transit options,” says O’Brien. 
“A safe convenient connection 
means commuters are much more 
likely to take public transit, walk 
or bike as a commute alterna-
tive to driving, and that benefits 
everyone including commuters, 
transit agencies, and our environ-

ment.” Studies have shown that 
the most cost effective way to 
reduce congestion, greenhouse 
gases, and dependence on fossil 
fuels is by getting people out of 
their cars.

The seven projects parallel 
congested roads and provide 
commute alternatives for com-
munities, including economically 
disadvantaged neighborhoods 
in both counties, to transporta-
tion centers, employment areas, 
schools, shops, parks and com-
munity services.

One of the primary selection 
criteria in the TIGER II grant 
award was that a project should 
enhance a region’s livability. The 
East Bay Green Transportation 
Initiative provides extensive 
qualitative benefits to the com-
munities of the East Bay. The 
265,000 residents living within 
one mile of these proposed proj-
ects will be provided  transpor-
tation choices. An additional 
500,000 residents already live 
adjacent to existing trails and 
will also benefit. In addition, the 
trail network improves economic 
competitiveness by connecting 
people directly to business parks 
and their places of work.  

According to Doug Siden, 
President of the East Bay Re-
gional Park District Board of 
Directors, this is the largest single 

competitive grant that the District 
has ever received.  “The East 
Bay Regional Park District has 
always been quite innovative in 
providing East Bay residents with 
opportunities that mesh well with 
their lifestyles, whether for work 
or recreating. I’m quite pleased 
that this project, supported so 
well by our Congressional del-
egation and area stakeholders, 
is very forward-thinking about 
how to achieve healthy, livable 
and sustainable communities 
that value walking, biking, and 
transit.”

The total EBGTI project cost 
is estimated to be $43.3 million. 
The total percentage of project 
costs provided by the TIGER II 
grant program represents about 
25% of total project costs. The 
East Bay Regional Park District 
will provide the remaining funds 
through its voter approved Mea-
sure AA and WW, and funding 
partners including SAFETEA-
LU, the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Commission, Alameda 
County Transportation Improve-
ment Authority, Contra Costa 
Transportation Authority, West 
Contra Costa Transportation 
Advisory Committee, the San 
Francisco Bay Trail Project, and 
the cities of Dublin, Pleasanton, 
and Hercules.

TRAILS
(continued from page one)

ties, $1000.
The beneficiaries of BACPAC 

expenditures are Mayor Jennifer 
Hosterman and councilmem-
bers Jerry Thorne and Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio, as well as school 
board candidates Jeff Bowser 
and Joan Laursen. The five have 
been endorsed by BACPAC. The 
organization has purchased print 
ads and slate cards urging support 
for the candidates.

Individual candidates raising 
the most money are councilmem-
bers Cook-Kallio and Thorne.

Mayor Hosterman and her 
challenger Councilmember Cin-
dy McGovern reported raising 
about the same amount.

During the campaign Hoster-
man has raised $11,380, $3300 
during the Oct. 1-16 reporting 
period. Rental Housing Owners 
Assoc. of Southern Alameda 
County contributed $2000. The 
Sheet Metal Workers’ Union 
Local 104 PAC gave Hosterman 
$1000. Former mayor Tom Pico 
contributed $100.  Between July 1 
and Sept. 30, Hosterman received 
$500 each from the following: 
James Tong, Charter Properties; 
Jerry Anderson, convenience 
store owner; Karen Chamousis, 
operations manager for John R. 
Edwards; Jack Edwards, Robert 
Molinaro, Pleasanton Garbage; 

Matthew Solopov, electrician; 
Weldon Theobold, Danville Pe-
troleum, Inc., Steve Watty, Dan-
ville Petroleum, Inc.; Braddock 
& Logan Services; and Leisure 
Sports. Assemblywoman Joan 
Buchanan donated $250. 

McGovern reported $11,410 
in donations, $2630 during the 
most recent reporting period. All 
of her contributors are Pleasanton 
residents who gave amounts 
ranging from $25 to $500. Ja-
neen Morse and Greg and Janet 
O’Connor were the  top donors at 
$500. During the previous report-
ing period, McGovern received 
$1000 from Allan Roberts, listed 
as retired; $650 from Joe and 
Lyn Candaux, project manager 
PG&E; and $250 from Steve 
and Annie Brozosky. As during 
the most recent reporting period, 
all of her donors are Pleasanton 
residents. 

Councilmember Cook-Kal-
lio  listed $20,209 in donations 
during the entire campaign, with 
$1895 coming in from Oct. 1-
16. Sheet Metal Workers’ Union 
Local 104 PAC donated $200, 
BRE Properties $250, Christine 
Steiner $100, PG&E $250, and 
No. California Chapter, National 
Electrical Contractors Associa-
tion PAC, $250. Top donors from 
the previous reporting period 

were Kathleen Wat, $500; Wen-
dy’s of the Pacific, Inc., $500; 
Marry Warren, $550; and Robert 
Molinaro $800. 

Councilmember Jerry Thorne 
reported $19,990 in contributions 
to date, $975 during the most re-
cent reporting period. BRE Prop-
erties donated $250 and Lincoln 
Club of Northern Calif. $500. 
Top donors from the previous 
period were Joe Johal, Wendy’s 
of the Pacific, $500; Daniel Teal, 
manager of Dublin Ranch Golf 
Course, $500; Robert Molinaro 
$500; and Frank Capilla, $450. 

Council challenger Karla 
Brown reported $10,832 in do-

CHAMBER
(continued from page one)

nations, $995 from Oct. 1-16. 
Madhu Dhillion gave $300 and 
Richard Pugh $400 to her cam-
paign. The remainder of her 
donors, all Pleasanton residents, 
contributed amounts ranging 
from $25 to $100. During the 
earlier reporting period, Brown 
received $1000 from Allan Rob-
erts, retired and $500 from Greg 
O’Connor. John Carroll and 
Richard Pugh donated $250 each. 
Brown lists $4000 in loans.

Councilmember candidate 
Fred Watson filed papers show-
ing $530 collected Oct. 1-16 and 
$2001 from July 1-Sept. 30. The 
total includes $1801 in loans.

Residents in North Livermore 
will be able to check out books 
and other materials. However, 
no programs such as the popular 
storytime will be offered.

Patricia Johnson told the coun-
cil, “I appreciate your willingness 
to open 8 hours a week. I wish the 
resolution could have happened 
prior to the last meeting. It would 
have saved a lot of heartache and 
stress in Springtown.” She sug-
gested having the library open 
two days, four hours each day as 
a way to provide greater access 
than one eight-hour day.

Kathleen Schoening sug-
gested using volunteers as a 
way to keep storytime. “Ask for 
volunteers. I would come in and 
read. I would suggest that some 
of the library’s visiting programs 
be offered in Springtown, when 
the weather is warmer.”

Renee Bullas had a negative 
view of the decision. “I find eight 
hours insulting. It sounds more 
like a power play, to make us 
think you care.” She suggested 
the council find a way to keep 
the library open more days and 
more hours.

Tammi Peters has established 
an on-line petition where people 
can comment on the Springtown 
Library. As of Monday, 400 had 
signed in. “There are very heart-
felt comments about the library. 
People don’t feel they are being 
heard by the council. In these 
economic times, the library is 
one place people can afford to 
go.” Peters pointed out that the 
main library offered 17 programs 
in the month of October, the 
Rincon branch 6 to 7 programs, 
Springtown only one. One of the 
Rincon programs offers help with 
programs. “Springtown students 
also need help with homework,” 

said Peters.
Councilmember Doug Horner 

said, “As soon as possible, we 
should restore the library to three 
days a week. One is difficult. 
We will likely see less use. I like 
the idea of using volunteers for 
storytime.”

DOOLAN CANYON
The council approved the use 

of $2 million from the Altamont 
open space fund to help purchase 
640 acres in Doolan Canyon.

The land will be purchased by 
the East Bay Regional Park Dis-
trict (EBRPD). The remainder of 
the $6.4 million purchase price 
will come from Bond Measure 
WW and mitigation funds form 
the El Charro Specific Plan and 
Isabel Avenue/I-580 interchange 
projects.

The land will provide the 
park district with the cornerstone 
property for development of a 
new regional park in Doolan 
Canyon.

The canyon is under continu-
ing threat of development.

Councilmember Jeff Williams 
pointed out that Dublin is propos-
ing a retirement community just 
south of the newly purchased 
property.

John Stein, speaking during 
the public hearing, commented 
that the city should move forward 
with efforts to acquire land near 
the entrance to the canyon. “It 
would lock in the bulk of Doolan 
Canyon and allow EBRPD to 

capture an entire watershed.” He 
noted that with the extension of 
Dublin Blvd. to North Canyons 
Parkway, there would be even 
greater pressure for develop-
ment.

BART SURVEY
At the Oct. 11 city council 

meeting, Robert Allen had an-
nounced plans to conduct a 
survey regarding the BART 
extension to Livermore. Ques-
tions focused on a preferred route 
for the extension. The preferred 
route, as approved by the BART 
board is through a downtown sta-
tion and one at Vasco Road.

On Monday, at the Oct. 25 
council meeting, he announced 
the results of his survey. Of the 
205 questionnaires sent out, 44 
were returned. He reported the 
following: 78% want BART to 
Livermore, 19% favor the route 
through downtown, 53% support 
the Isabel station; 68% want two 
stations along the freeway; 60% 
believe the line should continue 
over the Altamont to Grant Line 
Rd.; only 28% favor high speed 
rail. 

Allen is using the results to 
determine whether or not to 
proceed with an initiative for 
the November 2011 ballot. The 
initiative would direct Livermore 
to support the two station option 
along the freeway. 

Livermore does not make the 
final decision on the route. That is 
the role of the BART board.

LIBRARY
(continued from page one)

as the result of a settlement with 
Urban Habitat, eventually will be 
folded into the CAP, said Ryan.

The settlement struck down 
the city’s housing cap, but allows 
the city to change the general 
plan to show enough areas that 
could meet the state’s demands 
for fair-share housing, even if the 
units were never built.

The housing element must be 
completed by 2012, according to 
the lawsuit settlement. The CAP 
itself won’t be due until 2020, 
said Ryan.

One more big thing on the 
city’s green agenda will be anoth-
er eco-fair in April, before Earth 
Day. That will be downtown and 
on a Saturday, so that it will be 
accessible to families.

TRIKKE SHOWS ITS
UNUSUAL DESIGN

The Trikke shown at the eco-
fair is an unusual three-wheeled 
vehicle powered partly by the 
rider’s leg movement on a split 
frame, not on pedals, and partly 
by an electric motor. Speeds up to 
20 or 30 mph are possible.

The vehicle’s front end re-

sembles a bicycle, complete with 
handlebars and brake levers. The 
frame splits into a wide fork as 
it goes back from the handle 
bars. The rider puts one leg on 
each branch. It resembles a ski 
machine.

Livermore economic develop-
ment director Rob White said that 
the Trikke can help police and 
other security agencies because 
it is portable and can be easily to 
jump off if authorities are in hot 
pursuit. For that reason, it fits 
into the i-GATE standards for a 
government grant. Its contribu-
tion to curbing greenhouse gases 
is another factor, he said.

Tri-Valley Trikke will receive 
three years’ free rent for offices 
and a manufacturing space so the 
work can proceed on refining the 
design. Laura Boné a San Ramon 
resident, who is a sales represen-
tative, said that team selection for 
the effort is to occur this week. 
The project start is targeted for 
January.

ECO-fAIR
(continued from page one)
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By Ron McNicoll
Zone 7 Water Agency will 

raise its water rates by 2.5 per-
cent beginning in January 2011. 
The action will bring a rise of 
92 cents per month for a typical 
household, if the Valley’s four 
water retailers pass the increase 
through to their customers.

The board split on a 5-2 vote 
Oct. 20. It was a turnaround 
from the directors’ discussion 
at their meeting Sept. 15, when 
four of the seven directors said 
they preferred no increase. There 
was no vote then, because the 
board traditionally sets rates in 
October.

Directors A.J. Machaevich 
and Chris Moore changed their 
minds concerning the increase 

Changed Minds Bring 2.5 Percent Water Rate Increase
since the meeting in September.

Machaevich and Moore had 
wanted to freeze rates because 
the economy was hard on some 
households. Zone 7 could dip into 
its reserve fund and come up with 
$3 million to make up for the lack 
of an increase, they said.

After thinking it over since 
the September meeting, Moore 
said that while he’s convinced the 
freeze could be accomplished, 
the wiser course of action would 
be the adoption of a moderate 
increase of 2.5 percent.

Moore acknowledged that the 
water retailers — Livermore, 
Pleasanton, DSRSD and Califor-
nia Water Service — all want no 
increase. However, Zone 7  plans 
well. “Part of that good planning 

is that we don’t draw down the 
reserves,” said Moore.

Machaevich said,  “It’s rea-
sonable to approve a very small 
rate increase. I think it’s impor-
tant that the quality of the water 
is protected.” It’s also important 
to have enough funds on hand for 
emergencies that may damage  
the infrastructure. He referred 
to the failure in December of a 
pipeline that brings stored water 
from Lake Del Valle.

Rising chemical costs and 
costs of other things have gone 
through the roof,  so it is im-
portant to have the raise, said 
Machaevich.

Greci, Palmer and Quigley 
reiterated their comments from 
September, showing that keep-

ing the reserve at a high level is 
important.

Palmer said that special dis-
trict professionals have empha-
sized the importance of adequate 
reserves during the current eco-
nomic times. “A large increase 
is really uncalled for. It’s better 
to have a nominal increase now, 
and not as much (as projected) in 
the future,” she said.

Greci said it makes prudent 
fiscal sense to go with a small 
increase for 2011, and avoid a 
much larger one later. “If we 
have an emergency reserve, we 
can take  funds out (to cover and 
expense). It makes good business 
sense.”

“If we were nice guys this year 

(and did not increase rates), and 
then had a big raise next year, the 
public will say, ‘You should have 
raised rates a little each year, so 
we don’t get hit with a big one,’ 
“ said Greci.

Quigley also noted that ad-
joining agencies have been rais-
ing their rates, too. “I don’t know 
of another agency that is having a 
zero rate increase,” he said.

“If we postpone the increase 
today, there will just be a higher 
increase in the future,” said 
Quigley.

Quigley was referring to a 
staff report that said that a zero 
increase for 2011 would mean in-
creases of 8.5 percent during the 
two following years. With the 2.5 

percent increase, the projection is 
a rise of 5 and 6 percent for the 
following two years.

However, Stevens and Figuers 
said that those predictions could 
change next year.

The staff reiterated Zone 7 
efforts to keep costs from rising 
too much. A soft hiring freeze 
continues, with jobs not filled as 
people leave, unless it is abso-
lutely necessary.

That soft hiring freeze is 
saving the agency $1.9 million 
annually. Savings are also being 
realized with employee conces-
sions, reduced overtime costs and 
taking on more work in-house, 
instead of hiring consultants.

fee and maintain the property. 
Soules describes the agreement 
as beneficial for everyone. “With 
a permanent home, we can grow 
our program and help the City 
preserve an important piece of 
history,” she explains. 

Founded in 2005, Hoofprints 
provides adaptive horseback rid-
ing therapy to disabled adults and 
children with autism, cerebral 
palsy, spina bifida, blindness, at-
tention-deficit hyperactive disor-
der (ADHD), and developmental 
delays. Hoofprints is unique in 
that it serves both adults and 
children—no one “ages out” of 
the program.

The Hagemann Farmstead is 
a well preserved remnant of the 
original Rancho del Valle de San 
Jose Mexican land grant awarded 

in 1839 to the Bernal, Sunol, and 
Pico families that established the 
Tri-Valley. The original Rancho 
contained 60,000 acres that 
stretched from Mount Diablo to 
Sunol and was primarily used as 
open range for cattle grazing.

In 1870, Martin Mendenhall, 
brother of Livermore founder 
William Mendenhall, bought 565 
acres of that land grant. He then 
sold it to the Hagemann family in 
1896, who kept it in their family 
for the next 110 years.

In 2006, developer Steven 
Bosch purchased the remaining 
5-acre parcel with the hopes of 
building houses on it. In 2008 
the site was listed in the Registry 
of Historic Places. At the same 
time, Soules was searching for 
a new home for Hoofprints. She 

HOOfPRINTS
(continued from page one)

contacted Bosch, who agreed to 
let the organization move onto 
the property while the sale to the 
City was settled. Because many 
of Hoofprints’ clients qualify as 
low-income, the City received 
$1.4 million in financing from 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
for the purchase.

On the 20th, Hoofprints held 
an open house and reception to 
celebrate the agreement. Local 
historians led tours of the site, 
giving guests an up-close look 
at some of Livermore’s oldest 
buildings - the barns, blacksmith 
shop, chicken coops, horse arena, 
and Pico-Bernal/Mendenhall 
farmhouse.

Speaking at the event were 
Roberta Kingston, president of 

Hoofprints’ Board of Directors; 
parent Cynthia Patton; Livermore 
Mayor Marshall Kamena; Maria 
Cremer, Director of Community 
Planning & Development, San 
Francisco regional office, HUD; 
Congressman John Garamendi 
(10th District); and Soules. The 
Eddie Soebolle Band played live 
music. Riders from Airdance 
Stables provided demonstrations 
of therapeutic riding, dressage, 
and jumping. 

Garamendi unveiled Hoof-
prints’ newest service, a program 
where veterans ride with veterans 
who suffered from brain and 
other physical injuries – “Heroes 
for Heroes” on horses. “We’ve 
been working with the Livermore 
Veterans’ Administration Hospi-

tal for a long time to make this 
happen,” says Soules. “Congress-
man Garamendi’s support and 
assistance was very valuable.”

She’s also excited about an-
other new partnership with The 
School of Imagination/Happy 
Talkers in Dublin that will bring 
children ages 3 to 5 to Hoof-
prints. “We’re not sure whether it 
will be a riding program, or if the 
children will just experience the 
farm,” explains Soules. “That’s 
still being worked out.”

With some additional staff, 
Hoofprints is expanding its pro-
gram. Soules expects that, by 
the end of the year, the program 
will serve about 50 clients, up 
from 38. 

The waiting list is still far too 

long, she says. However, space 
and weather limit the number of 
clients the program can serve. 
The next big milestone is a cov-
ered arena, which would enable 
the program to double in size 
with additional horses and in-
structors. Hoofprints has started a 
fundraising campaign for the es-
timated $100,000 to $150,000 the 
arena would cost, and is working 
with the City and State Historical 
Commission on permitting for 
new construction. 

For more information on 
Hoofprints, visit http://hotharc.
org/.

The Pleasanton City Council 
last week approved a change in 
development plans for the Bernal 
property. 

The original plan called for 
eight office buildings on the 39 
acres located near the intersec-
tion of I-680 and Bernal Avenue

The new plan includes a retail 
center on 12.5 acres with a Safe-
way Lifestyle store as the anchor 
store. The remainder of the site 
would be left for office develop-
ment comprised of fewer, smaller 
buildings. The plan includes 
walking paths and public areas. 
The new Safeway is projected to 
provide 350 new jobs. 

The vote was 4 to 1 with Matt 
Sullivan dissenting.

Sullivan said the economic 
analysis provided to the council 
did not take into account that jobs 
could be lost at other grocery 
stores in the city. Nor did the 
analysis consider the potential 
fiscal impact, if one of the exist-
ing supermarkets were to close 
because of competition from the 
new store. The analysis indicated 

that the new Safeway would take 
20 percent of the market. He sug-
gested that the proposed plan was 
not the best one for the site

Sullivan stated, “I agree this 
is a great opportunity to do 
something different. The original 
office project was not the right 
one for this site. The new reality 
facing the city with the loss of 
the housing cap is that there is a 
need to look for places to build 
high density housing. This site 
offers good possibility for some 
residential development, mixed 
use and  some office.” He wanted 
to look at the site as part of the 
housing element update.

Director of Community De-
velopment Brian Dolan told the 
council that uses in the retail 
center would be typical of those 
found in neighborhood centers. 
There would be no bars, liquor 
stores, convenience markets or 
game arcades. 

The council, as part of its 
motion, also eliminated tobacco 
stores from the list of allowed 
uses.

Emily Wagner, Director of 
Finance, reported the findings 
on the study that looked at the 
impact on existing businesses 
and the fiscal impact on the city.

Wagner noted that the mar-
ket assessment found that there 
would be 20 percent net new 
sales in groceries and 45 per-
cent net new sales in the retail 
sector. She said of the grocery 
business, “The demand exceeds 
supply. That means residents are 
shopping in other areas.” She 
noted that the retail portion of 
the project would benefit the city 
by attracting tenants that reduce 
the leakage. 

She was asked about the im-
pact on existing groceries. Wag-
ner said that currently sales at 
existing groceries are above aver-
age. “That means there is room 
for another grocery store. “

Wagner continued, There 
would be a net positive impact 
to the city’s general fund of 
$123,000 the first year, and 
$285,000 a year after build-out 
of the entire site. The office por-

tion of the project accounts for 60 
percent of the fiscal benefits.

A series of speakers supported 
approval of the new plan for the 
site. 

Councilmembers, other than 
Sullivan, praised the project.

Cheryl Cook-Kalio said that 
she appreciated the attention to 
detail, particularly the walkabil-
ity of the site.

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
pointed out that the new plan 
would have a positive fiscal im-
pact on the city. “That is huge, 
given the economy. I think the 
opportunity for mixed use could 
be looked at in the future for the 
remainder of the property. At the 
end of the day, I love the way 
the project looks. It is elegant, 
timeless and fits in with the com-
munity.

HOUSING ELEMENT
The council also approved 

appointments to the Housing 
Element Update Task Force  and 
a committee to monitor compli-
ance with the Urban Habitat 
lawsuit settlement provisions.

Each councilmember appoint-
ed one member of the committee: 
James Hines, by the mayor; Jim 
Dibiase, by Thorne; Brian Arkin,  
by Sullivan; Mary Roberts,  by 
McGovern; and Staci Barsotti,  
by Cook-Kallio. Councilmem-
bers on the task force will be 
Cook-Kallio and Sullivan. In 
addition, two members of the 
planning commission, Jennifer 
Pearce and Kathy Narum; and 

Pleasanton Council Oks New Safeway Lifestyle Store
two housing commissioners, 
David Stark and Colleen Lopez, 
were named to the task force.

The monitoring committee 
will be comprised of Hosterman 
and McGovern. The council 
added another committee, which 
will look at growth management 
options. McGovern and Thorne 
were selected to study growth 
management.

Pleasanton city council and 
mayoral candidates repeated their 
campaign positions for the televi-
sion cameras and a live audience 
at city hall in the run-up to the 
city election Nov. 2.

The event, held at the council 
chambers Oct. 12, was recorded 
by the city. It will appear on 
Comcast cable TV channel 29. 
The council hour will be broad-
cast at 5 p.m. on Wednesdays and 
11 p.m. on Fridays. The mayoral 
candidates’ discussion will be 
run at 11 a.m. Wednesdays and 
3 p.m. Sundays.

With positions already ap-
pearing in interviews and other 
stories in the press, the only 
thing new to come out of the 
event was a discussion by Mayor 
Jennifer Hosterman and her chal-
lenger, councilmember Cindy 
McGovern.

A written question from the 
audience at the forum spon-
sored by the League of Women 
Voters asked about preferential 
treatment of a developer over a 
regular citizen. 

 Hosterman declared,  “It 
doesn’t happen. I have worked 
with developers. That’s a good 
thing. Everyone hasmy ear. At the 
end of the day, the projects are the 
best. I’ve never received enough 
money to buy my vote.”

 McGovern  said that there 
is preferential treatment for 
developers. Hosterman allows 
paid (by developers) people to 
speak last at public hearings on 
development. “I’ve told her about 
it. Residents are never able to 
comment (on what developers 
say).”

“When I was the school board 

Pleasanton Council, Mayor forums on Channel 29
president, I asked the staff to 
shuffle the speaker cards,” said 
McGovern.

Hosterman was given a chance 
to reply. “I heard from people that 
they wanted to get home (after 
speaking). They didn’t want to 
stay.” So Hosterman put the at-
torneys and consultants’ cards 
last.

The candidates were also 
asked, “What is a grassroots 
campaign?”

McGovern  decalred,. “I’m 

running one. It’s alive and well 
in Pleasanton. I’m not looking 
for money from political action 
groups.”

“I’ve read the questions from 
political groups. You should see 
what people ask. They are all 
aimed towards the special inter-
est of that group. A huge number 
of people are working for me, 
over 200 have endorsed me and 
are working for me.”

Hosterman said that if you 
want to talk about grassroots, talk 
about the definition of special 

interests. It’s probably just as 
amorphous as the former. “I’d 
say that grassroots includes the 
community, and the locals with 
their feet on the ground.”

“That’s what my campaign 
is all about. It’s similar to past 
campaigns, with a mailer here 
and there, lawn signs and knock-
ing on doors.”

Council candiates are incum-
bents Cheryl Cook-Kallio and 
Jerry Thorne and challengers 
Karla Brown and Fred Watson.



PAGE 4 - The Independent, OCTOBER 28, 2010

EDITORIALS

(INLAND VALLEY PUBLISHING CO.)

Publisher: Joan Kinney Seppala 
Associate Publisher: David T. Lowell

Editor: Janet Armantrout

The Independent is published every Thursday by Inland Valley Publishing Company, 2250 First St., 
Livermore, CA 94550; (925) 447-8700.  Application to Mail at Periodical Postage Prices Pending at the 
Livermore Post Office and additional mailing offices. The Independent is mailed upon request. Go to www.
independentnews.com to sign up and for more information. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Independent, 2250 First St., Livermore, CA 94550. 

Advertising rates and subscription rates may be obtained by calling  (925) 447-8700 
during regular business hours or by fax: (925) 447-0212. 

Editorial information may be submitted by editmail@compuserve.com.

Proposition 22 - Yes
Under Proposition 22, the state would not be allowed to 

take revenue derived from locally imposed taxes, such as 
hotel taxes, parcel taxes, utility taxes, and sales taxes. Cit-
ies, counties, special districts and redevelopment agencies 
use the money to fund public safety, emergency response, 
and other local government services.

The state would also be prohibited from taking local public 
transit and transportation funds, including funds from the 
Proposition 42 gas tax. It would  revoke the state’s authority 
to borrow local government property tax funds.

In 2009, the California State Legislature took about $5 
billion from city, county, transit, redevelopment and special 
district funds.  

As a result, cities have had to cut services and lay-off 
employees. 

Keeping tax dollars local provides the best way to make 
sure those funds are spent in a way that benefit the com-
munities they were intended for.

It’s time for the state to deal with its fiscal issues and not 
continue to use local governments as ATM machines.

10th Congressional District - 
John Garamendi

Democrat John Garamendi has represented the 10th 
Congressional District for about a year. During that time 
he has proven to be effective in maneuvering through the 
Washington bureaucracy. He has hosted job fairs and in-
formational sessions and has and kept in touch with those 
he represents by meeting with various groups.

Just a few of his positive ideas include his “Make-it-in 
America” legislation that is aimed at keeping jobs in the 
United States. He has joined with Congressman Jerry Mc-
Nerney in supporting measures that will improve the lives 
of America’s veterans. 

Garamendi should be re-elected to office. It would be 
hard to imagine that either of the other two candidates could 
provide as strong a representation as Garamendi.

Sunol School Board - 
Don Ball, Guin Van Dyke 

The Independent recommends retaining Sunol School 
Board incumbents Don Ball and Guin Van Dyken.

Under the current board, the school has shown a marked 
improvement in its API test scores, the current standard by 
which school performance is measured. The two candidates 
attribute the rise in test scores to the addition of new pro-
grams and increased parent involvement.

 They are aware of issues concerning the number of 
students and future budgets. The experience they have 
gained should provide them with the background to deal 
with those and other issues that may arise.

Superior Court Judge: 
John Creighton

The Independent is recommending John Creighton for 
Superior Court based on both his experience and his out 
of court activities.

Creighton gained courtroom experience during his 25 
years with the Alameda County District Attorney’s office. 
He prosecuted everything from environmental cases to 
murder. He has worked with victims, witnesses, judges, 
and juries. During that time, he developed a desire to divert 
young people away from criminal activities by providing 
education and jobs. To make that happen, Creighton has 
become involved with a program that aims to work with 
gang members to do just that. As a judge, he believes he 
can have a bigger impact on efforts to implement such 
programs.

We urge voters to support John Creighton. 

Re-Elect McNerney
Democrat Jerry McNerney is the 11th Congressional 

District incumbent. 
McNerney is being portrayed by his opponent as a 

big spending career politician. McNerney is not a career 
politician. 

McNerney is a down-to-earth, straightforward person. 
He understands jobs are the main issue. He believes that 
technology will play a role in providing future jobs and has 
the expertise to help make that happen. 

He has been exceptionally strong in his support for vet-
erans, making sure there is a support system in place when 
they return from tours of duty. 

Republican David Harmer appears to be trying to become 
a career politician, moving from district to district in an 
effort to be elected to Congress. The 11th Congressional 
District is the third district in which he has run. 

We urge voters to re-elect McNerney.

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

Vote for Laursen
Elizabeth Limesand
Pleasanton

I've had the pleasure of work-
ing with Joan Laursen in vari-
ous volunteer activities and 
campaigns for several years. I 
have found her to be dedicated, 
thorough, creative and effective. 
She is a true leader. 

Through her time spent work-
ing with school site councils, 
Budgetary Advisory Commit-
tees, the many PTA positions she 
has been elected to serve, and the 
many education conferences and 
conventions she has attended in 
Sacramento, Joan has acquired 
a thorough understanding of the 
convoluted laws that California 
uses to calculate funding for its 
schools, and the complex regu-
lations governing how schools 
are permitted to spend those 
funds. This specialized knowl-
edge, along with her financial 
background and her passion and 
dedication to education make her 
the perfect candidate to sit on 
the Pleasanton Unified School 
District Board of Trustees. 

I hope you will join me in 
voting for Joan Laursen for 
Pleasanton School Board.

Vote for McGovern and 
Brown
Anne Fox
Pleasanton

 There's really no excuse for 
incumbents Hosterman, Cook-
Kallio and Thorne taking over 12 
years to fail to create a ridgeline 
preservation ordinance promised 
back in 1996. So citizens like 
Karla Brown and councilmember 
Cindy McGovern had to step in to 
do what the politicians failed to 
do: namely go out and talk to the 
public, get input from residents, 
then spend about 12 minutes 
writing it themselves. 

Hosterman, Cook-Kallio and 
Thorne are abysmal failures in 
carrying out ridgeland preserva-
tion policies. They busy them-
selves funneling Lin money to 
organize "Do Not Sign Petition" 
campaign committees to keep 
voters like you and me from be-
ing able to have any say on what 
goes on in Pleasanton, and squan-
der taxpayer money by having 
wasteful special elections.

Meanwhile, in the last 5 years, 
Pleasanton downtown is now 
full of vacant buildings and 
Livermore downtown is thriv-
ing. The difference? Pleasanton 
incumbents have focused on 
converting ridgelands once un-
der Williamson Act agricultural 
preserve contracts into ridgetop 
mega-mansion sprawl. Liver-
more elected leaders oppose 
sprawl Lin developments and 
focus on downtown.

Karla Brown and Cindy Mc-
Govern are local leaders who will 
ensure that objectives outlined 
by "Ridgelands: A Multijuris-
dictional Open Space Study" 
in May 1977, where multiple 
government agencies and citizen 
advisory committees in Alameda, 
Contra Costa and Santa Clara 
worked diligently with a single 
goal to preserve 850,000 acres 
of ridgelands from development, 
will be carried out. 

Vote for Cindy McGovern 
Mayor of Pleasanton and for 
Karla Brown for City Council.

McGovern and Brown
Paul Ebright
Pleasanton

The Valley Times endorses 
Cindy McGovern and Karla 
Brown for Mayor and Council 
in Pleasanton, and I must say 
with very strong and sound 
reason. The Pleasanton Weekly 
endorses the Hosterman, Thorne, 
Cook-Callio triumvirate with 
weak commentary. In fact, they 
gave strong credit to McGovern 
and Brown. Further, they con-
firmed McGovern’s and Brown’s 
statements that Hosterman does 
not listen to citizens at council 
meetings, but they hope she will 
change. Why would she change? 
She has a triumvirate who will 
not challenge her.

So Pleasanton, if you want 
a council that will honestly and 
openly listen to your concerns, 
then you must break up this tri-
umvirate. If you want a council 
that is not beholden to the likes 
of Fred Lin, Hosterman and her 
cronies must go. If you want 
transparency in your govern-
ment, you won’t get it from the 
triumvirate.

If you want your council to be 
open, fair, attentive to your con-
cerns and free of obligations to 
special interests, you must elect 
Cindy McGovern Mayor and 
Karla Brown to City Council.

Support Laursen
Teri Banholzer
Pleasanton

I am writing to express my 
support for Joan Laursen for 
School Board. Joan has spent the 
last 15 years committing thou-
sands of hours to support Pleas-

anton schools. Most recently, 
Joan served as the Co-Chair of 
the PPIE's CORE Fund-raising 
campaign which enabled our 
schools to retain valuable edu-
cational services.

Having served on numerous 
District Committees as well 
as serving as the President of 
Pleasanton PTA Council, Joan 
has gained in-depth knowledge 
of school finance and educa-
tion issues. With this immense 
knowledge and experience, Joan 
will be able to step into the role 
of School Board Member and im-
mediately make a positive impact 
on our children's education.

Joan has proven to be a no-
nonsense leader clearly focused 
on improving the quality of edu-
cation in Pleasanton. Please join 
me in voting for Joan Laursen for 
School Board in November.

Right Choices
Kay Ayala
City Councilmember (1996-
2004)

It’s long overdue to restore 
trust in local government. 

Incumbents Hosterman, Cook-
Kallio and Thorne have been 
inundated with developer/cor-
poration/union/PAC campaign 
funding. Public sector union 
employees have endorsed them. 
With the city now faced with 
$120,000,000 of unfunded li-
abilities for pensions and fiscally 
unsustainable union contracts, we 
need Cindy McGovern and Karla 
Brown who have the courage to 
restore fiscal responsibility. 

In addition, Hosterman, Cook-
Kallio and Thorne, with their 
special interest money, have been 
pawns of the developers, with a 
herd of expensive consultants to 
invent and package their every 
move. They failed to protect 
Pleasanton’s ridgelines. Time and 
time again, they've ignored their 
constituents in favor of special 
interests.

Cindy McGovern and Karla 
Brown do the detailed research 
and ground work to come to their 
own conclusions, and have the 
backing of the Valley Times, Tri-
Valley Herald, the Independent, 
and an ever-growing grassroots 
base. 

To restore representative gov-
ernment that we can trust, it is 
time for leadership with indi-
viduals with high energy, strong 
principles, a “can do” attitude, 
who have reputations for telling 
the truth.

Elect Cindy McGovern Mayor 
and Karla Brown to City Council 
on Nov. 2.

Restore Trust
Steve Brozosky
Pleasanton

We have a candidate for May-
or and one for City Council that 
demonstrates their understanding 
and commitment to the residents 
of Pleasanton. Cindy McGovern 
for Mayor and Karla Brown for 
City Council.

In a time when the actions of 
Pleasanton's mayor has given 
us great reason to lose trust in 
government, Cindy McGovern 
stands out as the people's can-
didate. While our current mayor 
has given special access and sup-
ports the developers who have 
lined her campaign with large 
donations, Cindy consistently 
stands up for the residents. Cindy 
has always made herself acces-
sible to the public and has done 
great things in this community 
as a City Council Member and 
as our School Board Trustee and 
School Board President; earning 
her awards as Pleasanton Weekly 
"Woman of the Year" and the 
Mayor's Award for Community 
Service.

When our elected officials 
have not been responsive to the 
residents, Karla Brown has been 
there as a community advocate. A 
longtime resident and Pleasanton 
business person, Karla worked 
tirelessly in bringing ridgeline 
protections to the voters as well 
as standing up to PG&E when 
they attempted to put untested, 
high-voltage transmission lines 
through the middle of Pleasanton 
neighborhoods. Local papers 
state that Karla stands out as 
the only one who fully supports 
the will of the voters on hillside 
development.

It's time to restore City Hall as 
a place where the elected officials 
work for us; not against us.

Join me in voting Cindy Mc-
Govern for Mayor and Karla 
Brown for City Council.

Do Not Be fooled!
Michelle Hill
Livermore

“All pigs are created equal...
except some pigs are more equal 
than others.” This is the philoso-
phy of the Livermore City Coun-
cil members, especially if you 
live in North Livermore (AKA 
“the wrong side of town.”)

Visit the library if you want to 
read the book (Animal Farm) the 
caption came from, except if you 
live in Springtown. This branch 
will be closed and bulldozed 
soon. Do not be fooled-it is not 
about the $177,000 required to 
keep the branch operating. It’s all 
about the city getting its hands on 
the property to build high-density 
housing. (Think back a few years 

ago when the residents put up a 
fight to save Springtown Golf 
Course. The city already had a 
plan to build the housing!)

Doug Horner, if you believed 
in keeping the library open, why 
did you vote to close it? Can’t 
you take a stand for the benefit of 
the Springtown tax payers even 
if it opposes the other council 
members?

Apparently the Livermore 
City Council is not interested in 
seeing our children excel aca-
demically in North Livermore. 
They have made their choice 
known-and they chose tax dollars 
over educational opportunities! 
Let the Livermore City Council 
know your choice. They don’t 
value you and your family, so 
feel free to move your tax dol-
lars to another Tri-Valley city. I 
hear Pleasanton is a nice place 
to live!

Vote for Laursen
Gale Naylor
Pleasanton

 I have known Joan Laursen 
for seven years, since our daugh-
ters were in kindergarten. Since 
then we've volunteered in class-
rooms and participated in many 
school functions together. Joan 
and I have also worked closely 
coaching Destination Imagina-
tion teams for the past several 
years. During this time, we've 
talked - a lot. Joan is the most 
passionate advocate of public 
education for all children of 
anyone I've ever met. 

Several years ago, Joan took it 
upon herself to learn how public 
schools are funded. As a result of 
her efforts and her financial back-
ground, Joan knows more about 
the environment surrounding 
our public schools than anyone 
I know. 

She is also calm, rational, 
and logical. Joan listens equally 
to all sides and seems always to 
know how to tactfully return the 
conversation to its main purpose. 
The Pleasanton Unified School 
District is a vital and visible part 
of our community. Joan's strong 
community background, school 
funding knowledge, and leader-
ship skills are just what our city 
needs in a school board member 
as we navigate the next several 
years together. Please join me 
in voting for Joan Laursen for 
school board.

Not Worthy
John Carroll
Pleasanton

Mayor Hosterman, Jerry 
Thorne, and Cheryl Cook-Kal-
lio do not deserve the public’s 
trust, nor do they deserve your 
vote! They attempted to confuse 
and mislead the voters with their 
competing Measure QQ with 
the poison pill clause in an at-
tempt to foil the citizen-launched 
Measure PP. They failed to enact 
ridgeland protection as a council, 
and approved the Oak Grove de-
velopment without the Planning 
Commission’s approval.

 They purposefully and will-
fully attempted to thwart the will 
of the public by submitting the 
gutless Measure QQ, which was 
little more than a plan to create 
a plan. Even after Measure PP 
passed, these incumbents de-
cided, rather than rescind their 
approval, to have Pleasanton 
voters decide on Oak Grove. As if 
we were not clear when we voted 
for Measure PP!

 They misled the public with 
regard to the Oak Grove devel-
opment, and tried to infer that 
the homes would not be built on 
the ridges: Google maps and the 
city’s own grading map prove 
the mansions were to be built 
on ridges. These incumbents 
worked hard against the will 
of the people, and provided the 
developer with every possible 
advantage.

 Claiming they did not get 
their message across after the 
developer spent more than 
$565,000, is hard to swallow. I 
believe they betrayed their duty 
to the public.

 We should not condone their 
actions by voting for any of these 
incumbents! Restore representa-
tive government back to our City 
Council. Please vote for Cindy 
McGovern for Mayor, and Karla 
Brown for City Council!

Thorne for Council
Jennifer Pearce
Pleasanton

Play Ball! It’s easy for all 
ages to do so in Pleasanton 
thanks to Vice Mayor/City 
Councilman Jerry Thorne, 
who is seeking re-election 
on November 2. Thanks to 
Jerry’s attention to sports, the 
playfields at Donlon School 
have been improved, at Pleas-
anton Middle School the tennis 
courts now have lights and 
resurfacing, and renovation 
has spiffed up the athletic fields 
at Amador Valley Community 
Park. 

But Jerry is not just a “good 
sport,” he has earned excellent 
grades for his classroom help. 
He has chaired the school 
district/city council liaison 
committee and backed the 
city with its $1.2 million line 
of credit to help the school 
district’s cash flow and meet 
debt service payments. A man 
for all reasons, a man for all 

seasons. 
Vote Jerry Thorne.

Vote for McNerney
Mary Beth Acuff
Livermore 

I supported Jerry McNerney 
for Congress four years ago and 
again two years ago because he is 
one of the most genuinely honest 
men I had met. He was not a pol-
ished politician but an extraordi-
nary guy, an environmental sci-
entist, an engineer, for heaven’s 
sake, who had been challenged 
by his son to stop complaining 
and fix what he didn’t like about 
our legislative process.

Today he is running to con-
tinue doing what he began and 
his best qualities have made him 
an outstanding representative. 
For example, he is one of the 
only environmental scientists in 
Congress and is placing himself 
to be able to stimulate the green 
industry we need, want and can 
do here. As an engineer he actu-
ally reads legislation before he 
commits himself. As a small 
businessman himself, he has 
worked to bring funding to small 
business in the area. He is deeply 
committed to supporting our 
veterans and has brought funding 
home. On top of all that, he com-
municates with his constituents. 
He is home nearly every weekend 
holding informal town meetings 
and he uses newsletters and e-
mails to tell us what he is doing 
and why.

Laursen for School Board
Linda Flagler
Pleasanton

I have known Joan Laursen for 
about 15 years, since we worked 
together on the PFA board at 
Walnut Grove elementary school. 
Joan was the Treasurer then and 
really improved our policies 
and procedures to ensure proper 
practices and accountability. In 
addition, Joan and her husband, 
Darrel, were part of the team 
that built the first computer lab 
at Walnut Grove, using donated 
equipment, and conducted com-
puter classes for the students 
and staff. Since that time, I have 
been aware of her various roles in 
PTA leadership and other school 
district committees. 

Joan has been a behind-the-
scenes soldier for Pleasanton stu-
dents, putting in hour after hour 
for the good of the many causes 
she has supported for Pleasanton 
schools, such as differentiated 
curriculum to meet the needs of 
all students, technology support, 
and music education, to name just 
a few. Her experience has given 
her a wide range of knowledge 
and information about education 
and the state funding process. 
Her intelligent, thoughtful at-
titude will make her an excellent 
school board member. I hope you 
will join me in voting for Joan 
Laursen on November 2nd.

McGovern and Brown
Kelly Cousins
Pleasanton

Cindy McGovern equals Fis-
cal Conservatism and Integrity

Karla Brown equals Commu-
nity Investment and Ridgeline 
Protection

I’m voting for Cindy Mc-
Govern for Mayor of Pleasanton 
because of her 16 years of service 
to the entire community. She has 
proven over the years that she 
works hard for us. Cindy can 
make difficult choices and expect 
fiscal conservatism regarding our 
city’s unsustainable benefits/re-
tirement packages. She has not 
taken campaign contributions 
from unions, special interest 
groups and developers who ex-
pect favoritism and “baby steps“ 
instead of realistic scrutiny of our 
City’s financial realities. She has 
fought for the protection of the 
citizen‘s right to challenge a de-
velopment that is not in keeping 
with the General Plan guidelines, 
among her many contributions to 
our town over the past 6 years on 
the City Council. The majority of 
Pleasanton voters have spoken 
loud and clear about ridgeline 
protection but the three council 
incumbents weren’t listening 
to us! Cindy listened and has 
proven that she will restore rep-
resentative government and fiscal 
conservatism as Mayor. 

Cindy needs the help of a City 
Council who haven’t sold out 
to the “Money Lenders”, those 
big $ contributors who expect 
something in return from their 
large campaign contributions. 
Vote for Karla Brown, who is 
endorsed by McGovern among 
many others, to help bring integ-
rity in government back to our 
community’s political process. 
We need new leadership and bet-
ter representation of our wishes, 
not more “political double talk” 
and political partiality that en-
ables developers to sue private 
citizens and keep us on a course 
towards fiscal disaster that awaits 
us if swift action is not taken now 
to resolve these issues.

Visit the websites www.mc-
govern4mayor.com and www.
Vote4Karla.com for more infor-
mation and you’ll see why they 
keep involved and working for 
you!"

Vote for McGovern
Dennis de Freitas
Pleasanton

We're supporting Cindy Mc-
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Govern for Mayor because of 
what we view as a major leader-
ship deficiency of Mayor Hos-
terman. The Pleasanton Weekly 
comments that they agree that 
Mayor Hosterman, "...sometimes 
ignores constituents who address 
the council. " And they hope she 
spends more time listening and 
evaluating good suggestions 
from the lectern? The character-
istic the Weekly refers to goes 
beyond council meetings, as 
the mayor appears to be only 
interested in advancing her own 
agenda. Therefore, she does not 
need to listen to the advice of 
residents.

 We're in agreement with the 
Weekly when they say, "Cindy 
McGovern has been our long-
time favorite on the City Council, 
and before that for the years 
she served on the Pleasanton 
school board. She'd make a good 
mayor..." We were disappointed 
that they then supported our cur-
rent mayor. We urge you to vote 
McGovern for Mayor.

We're concerned that the May-
or's financial support from unions 
and political action committees 
may influence her decisions 
more than the advice of residents. 
We are glad that McGovern is 
running a grassroots campaign 
that does not accept campaign 
financing from unions or any 
other special interest. McGovern 
is focused on the betterment of 
Pleasanton and devotes her en-
ergies where they'll do the most 
good... she works for Pleasanton 
residents.

Please vote for Cindy Mc-
Govern.

Vote for Thorne
Laura Darrow
Pleasanton

I am writing this letter in sup-
port of Jerry Thorne for Pleasan-
ton City Council in the upcoming 
election. I have had the pleasure 
of knowing Jerry for over 15 
years and during that time have 
admired his work ethic and his 
ability to build a consensus. But it 
is his demonstrated commitment 
to the City of Pleasanton and all 
its citizens that has impressed 
me most.

I originally met Jerry in the 
90's when we were new to Pleas-
anton and he led the grass routes 
effort to build a 50 meter pool 
and renovate the aquatic center. 
Jerry skillfully put together a 
coalition of people with varying 
backgrounds and skills to make 
presentations at city hall, to write 
letters and be the voice of Pleas-
anton to get the pool built. This 
even included a stand against the 
developer of Ruby Hills over the 
issue of park fees. All this time, 
energy and effort to make sure 
that the city would have an ade-
quate competition pool was spent 
knowing that his daughter would 
not see it built until well after she 
went to college. In short, Jerry 
saw a need and acted on it.

I also admire Jerry for his 
willingness to check all sides of 
an issue, even the ones that don't 
necessarily reflect his opinion. 
When Jerry was running for city 
council a few years ago, and the 
West Los Positas interchange was 
at issue he sought to investigate 
all sides. Knowing that I live 
in the neighborhood, and that I 
was definitely not for the inter-
change, he called me to ask why 
I held my point of view which 
at the time was different than 
his. He listened to my concerns 
regarding safety of school kids, 
neighborhood preservation, etc. 
As a result he went to the inter-
section and stood on the corner 
for about an hour to really see 
with his own eyes what I and my 
neighbors were talking about. His 
conclusion was that there was 
a huge safety issue concerning 
Pleasanton residents and school 
kids, and that the interchange was 
no longer a prudent idea for the 
city. I believe it took a significant 
amount of courage to change his 
mind, but I have no doubt that 
his position was driven by what 
he viewed as in the best interest 
of the city.

This is the easiest vote I will 
make on election day. I know 
there are positions that Jerry 
and I may not see eye to eye 
on however I am confident of 
this: Jerry makes decisions on 
what he truly believes is best for 
Pleasanton not for any personal 
agenda or motive. I would urge 
everyone to vote for Jerry Thorne 
for Pleasanton City Council

"Me" Candidates
George Reid
Pleasanton

Author Thom Hartmann says 
that in general Republicans be-
lieve in the “Me” Society and 
Democrats believe in the “We” 
Society. Many of the current 
candidates confirm this notion. 
Some thoughts on candidates and 
contributors:

• Meg Whitman- really noth-
ing special— most of us could 
make millions of dollars on 
insider Wall Street trading if on 
the board of Goldman Sachs. 
If this billionaire is elected and 
can actuate more tax cuts for the 
ultra-rich then maybe she can 
become the first trillionaire. Vote 
for Jerry Brown.

• Carly Fiornia— outsourcing 
American jobs and laying off 
thousands of HP workers while 
pocketing millions in bonuses 
is shameful. HP was correct in 
firing her and we reject her ap-
plication for Senator. Vote for 

Boxer.
• David Harmer—wrote an 

article calling for abolishing 
public schools. Tea Party par-
ticipant. Your campaign mailer 
shows you in front of a Glenn 
Beck chalkboard. Do you share 
beliefs of many Tea Party candi-
dates of eliminating Social Secu-
rity/Medicare, federal minimum 
wage laws, removing environ-
mental laws, etc. ? Best to follow 
the old medical adage “Do No 
Harm-er”." Vote for McNerney 
(big improvement over Pombo).

• Chamber of Commerce— 
way too much influence in gov-
ernment at all levels for this 
right-wing group (aka surrogate 
for global corporations and now 
secretly channeling money from 
foreigners to control U.S. elec-
tions).

• Jerry Thorne— Went against 
the will of the citizens on the 
Oak Grove development, loves 
special-interest money. Vote for 
Karla Brown for Pleasanton City 
Council.

Representative Gov.
Karla Brown 
Pleasanton 
City Council Candidate 2010

I am Karla Brown, a candidate 
for Pleasanton’s City Council. 
Over the past 3 years, I have been 
a leader in collecting over 10,000 
signatures to protect our scenic 
southeast hills. I Co-Authored 
Pleasanton’s ballot measure PP 
to protect the ridges, plus Co-
Chaired a referendum for No 
on D/Oak Grove (a ridge top 
development). Both issues were 
strongly supported by the voters, 
but not the 2 incumbents up for 
re-election. 

At every step, the incumbents 
have fought against us. They 
campaigned against placing these 
issues on the ballot. One incum-
bent tried to eliminate our right 
to rebut their ballot statement. 
They both supported Measure 
QQ which the Valley Times/Tri-
Valley Herald newspapers called, 
“The Council’s sleazy attempt 
to confuse voters with a gutless 
competing measure.” This is not 
good government.

I want to return to local gov-
ernment that operates for the citi-
zens. My campaign contributions 
are all from Pleasanton residents. 
I have not received a penny from 
political action groups or lobby-
ists. I will am a fiscal conserva-
tive and will institute slow and 
smart growth plans for our city.

For these reasons and more, 
The Tri-Valley Herald, The Val-
ley Times, The Independent 
newspapers and the Sierra Club 
all strongly endorse me. I rep-
resent a government that works 
with its citizens, not against 
them.

Vote for Harmer
Ron Fedore
Dublin

California’s 11th Congressio-
nal District has suffered negligent 
representation for the past several 
years, inflicted by a tone-deaf 
incumbent who supported the 
failed stimulus bill, cap and trade 
and Obama-care legislation. 
Jerry McNerney has abetted the 
Pelosi-Reid-Obama “trillions-
of-dollars agenda” by voting 
consistently to edge the nation 
closer to the brink of bankruptcy. 
Just like the black middle-class 
woman (Obama supporter) who 
told the president directly that 
she is exhausted from defending 
his policies, I too have grown 
weary of expressing my views to 
this liberal congressman, only to 
receive rebuffs proclaiming, “he 
knows what is best.” 

McNerney’s voting record 
proves otherwise. For such ar-
rogance and disdain for his con-
stituents, McNerney cannot be 
rewarded with re-election. 

Instead, I will vote for David 
Harmer to take on the job to rep-
resent me, with the expectation 
that he will meet the standard 
McNerney failed to achieve. 
If Harmer does not, then we’ll 
change that in two years. But for 
now, “no” on McNerney.

Reconstruction Takes Time
Eloise Hamann
Dublin 

The spirit of our country has 
always been about progress and 
opportunity, but the history of 
the world is about the rich and 
powerful exploiting those with 
less power. We are engaged in 
a struggle between these forces. 
The destruction of a strong econ-
omy was accomplished by the 
previous administration with tax 
cuts for the wealthy while engag-
ing in two costly wars. No wor-
ries about deficits then. Further, 
it will take decades to recover 
the damage to our national repu-
tation and neglect of programs 
which could have benefited our 
infrastructure and the education 
of our children. 

Technology has made us an 
impatient society. We expect 
instant solutions, but while de-
struction can be immediate, re-
covery takes time and thoughtful 
planning. Jerry McNerney is a 
thinker. He gets an A from mid-
dleclass.org; he will continue to 
work to support veterans as they 
return from two wars; he has sup-
ported unpopular but necessary 
bills to fix our economy; supports 
a better health care system; and 
he understands green energy 

and its role as a source of future 
jobs. His big bank background 
opponent harps on the same old 
platitudes.

Send Jerry McNerney back to 
congress to work for the people.

Business Praised
Donald G. Pellinen
Maria Elena Pellinen
Livermore 

Ken's Tire Service is an out-
standing and unique Livermore 
business. Yesterday Ken saved 
my daughter about $500 over a 
price quoted by a national tire 
chain in Livermore and about 
$125 over a San Francisco quote. 
There was a puncture from a 
screw in a tire on her Subaru 
Outback. The national chain 
store would not consider fixing 
the tire and said because it was a 
four wheel drive, all tires would 
have to be replaced. I took it to 
Ken's where they removed the 
screw, then the tire and patched it 
from the inside and reinstalled it. 
When I asked about the price Ken 
said no charge as he always does 
on such service and said to come 
back when I need new tires.

The Better Business Bureau 
rates Ken's Tires as an A+ and our 
experiences support that rating.

Elect McGovern and Brown
Janet Winter
Pleasanton

 The City of Pleasanton is in 
much deeper trouble than the cur-
rent council majority (all running 
for re-election) would have you 
believe. Mayor Hosterman and 
councilmembers Cook-Kallio 
and Thorne have expressed their 
expertise at keeping Pleasanton 
in better shape than other cities 
in our area; they boast about our 
reserves and that they haven’t 
cut services.

The truth is that we haven’t 
back filled some 40+ vacant po-
sitions in the city. With so many 
vacant positions, do you really 
think services haven’t been cut?

The city is in huge trouble 
with pension funding. Estimates 
exceed $130 million for unfunded 
pension and medical obligations. 
This is insanely unsustainable 
and getting worse every year. 
Hosterman, Cook-Kallio and 
Thorne further added to this 
atrocity by voting in a retroactive 
pay raise for a retiring, highly-
paid city employee just in the 
past year so he could increase his 
retirement paycheck that we pay 
him; and they call themselves fis-
cally conservative? Only Cindy 
McGovern voted against the pay 
raise; Cindy McGovern is the fis-
cal conservative.

McGovern and Brown were 
both endorsed by The Indepen-
dent, Valley Times and Tri-Valley 
Herald newspapers. Please vote 
Cindy McGovern for mayor 
and Karla Brown for council-
woman.

Vote for Piderit
Valerie Arkin
Board member, 
Pleasanton Unified School 
District 

I am supporting Sandy Piderit 
for the Pleasanton School Board. 
Sandy is a believer in clear com-
munication and transparency 
and will seek to ensure that she 
represents the community and is 
responsible with taxpayer dol-
lars. She is a person who will 
reach out to the community and 
listen to members of the public. 
As a parent of a 4th grader, she 
has many years ahead of being a 
PUSD parent and therefore, has 
a vested interest in the quality 
of our schools and will make 
decisions with the best interest 
of children in mind. 

Sandy has a background that 
will be conducive to making 
factual, informed decisions on 
the school board. With her de-
gree in mathematics and Ph.D. 
in Business, coupled with her 
experience in teaching business 
to Naval postgraduate students, 
she has the ability to understand 
the complexity of the school dis-
trict and make recommendations 
to improve the organization’s 
effectiveness. 

Because Sandy is an inde-
pendent thinker, I do not expect 
for us to agree on every issue. 
However, she has definitely 
demonstrated that she possesses 
the knowledge and abilities that 
are essential for a school board 
trustee. Please join me in voting 
for Sandy Piderit for the Pleasan-
ton School Board. 

Throw Out Incumbents
Nicole Johnson
Pleasanton

 Mayor Hosterman has stated 
she doesn't believe the citizens 
should have the right to cir-
culate initiatives or referend 
specific council actions; it was 
certainly OK for herself when 
she opposed the original Oak 
Grove (Kottinger Hills) housing 
development. Councilwoman 
Cook-Kallio has also stated that 
the citizens should not question 
their government officials once 
they have been elected; and she 
teaches high school government 
classes! Both have said we should 
just vote them out of office if we 
don't like the way they vote.

Not only have Hosterman and 
Cook-Kallio ignored the citizens 
of Pleasanton after they voted for 
hillside protections several times, 
they actually fought the voters 
by placing competing measures 
on the ballot and then actively 
campaigned against their constit-
uents. They are still at it, and have 
enabled several lawsuits against 
the city by their actions. This is 
no way for leaders of a "Com-
munity of Character" to act.

Let's take their advice and 
vote both of them out of office. 
We need elected officials that 
actually listen to their citizens 
rather than rationalize their way 
around them.

Vote Cindy McGovern for 
Mayor and Karla Brown for City 
Council.

Pleasanton: Leadership not
Julia Reynolds
Pleasanton

With the Nov elections almost 
here and with pretty much the 
same names on the ballot for the 
Pleasanton City council as in 
office now, I wanted to ask the 
citizens of Pleasanton if they like 
the progress Pleasanton has made 
in the last 4-6 years.

 If we just take a look at our 
neighboring cities like Liver-
more, Dublin, Danville and San 
Ramon, they are all exploding 
with new projects and new devel-
opments. New subdivisions, new 
commercial developments, new 
school buildings and hundreds 
of small businesses are sprouting 
everywhere in these cities.

Unfortunately, here in Pleas-
anton we are almost at a stand 
still, as we were 6 years ago. It 
takes forever to get any project 
implemented here. The Staples 
Ranch project, for example, has 
been in the planning and review 
phase for the last 6 years. While 
hundreds of senior citizens have 
been waiting for the new senior 
center and many businesses 
waiting to move to the promised 
Staples Ranch, the City leader-
ship is working lethargically hir-
ing consultant after consultant for 
any issue and killing another 6-12 
months each time. An EIR was 
done in a response to a lawsuit 
brought by the environmental 
groups but the public was not no-
tified of the report presentation. 
That delayed the EIR saga some 
more. It is not clear if it will take 
another 6 years to see some clo-
sure on this or if Livermore will 
move to annex the land from the 
county and get going with new 
development.

The Pleasanton Mayor and 
city council has been pretty 
much on auto pilot mode for 
the last 6 years. There is hardly 
any leadership that will take on 
a challenge, address the issues, 
make decisions and get the work 
done. We have had the traffic 
problem in Valley and around 
for a very long time and there 
has been no relief so far. The City 
council, on the contrary, almost 
approved a second Home Depot 
on Valley, thanks to the citizens 
who saw what was in store for 
Valley neighborhood and stopped 
it just in time. Further, our Mayor 
quickly takes credit for the HOT 
lanes just implemented on I-680 
south, which in fact are a total 
waste of $40 million taxpayer 
money, and does nothing for 
Pleasanton residents or commut-
ers to Silicon Valley.

I would like to see commit-
ments for new exciting projects 
including Staples Ranch, Ha-
cienda Park, Pleasanton Ridge, 
new corporate headquarters and 
new school facilities.

I say that it is time for us to at 
least to give a chance to someone 
new. Give them 2 years and if 
they continue on the same track 
as the previous mayor and coun-
cil, bring in someone new. This 
dear city of ours, with almost 
70,000 residents and over 1,500 
businesses with revenue of over 

$1mil, I certainly hope and wish 
that we can attract some new 
leadership to run the City council 
for a better tomorrow.

Retain Jerry Thorne 
Arne Olson
Pleasanton

There’s been a lot of talk 
this campaign about “special 
interests” having an influence in 
Pleasanton politics. I’m a long 
term Pleasanton resident and 
have known Jerry Thorne for 
seven years. I’ve watched him 
on the City Council. The only 
special interest he answers to is 
the City of Pleasanton. I believe 
he has consistently had the best 
interests of the City as a whole in 
mind as he has worked through 
the issues. He raised the issue of 
City finances and the challenge of 
funding growing pension obliga-
tions back before the recession 
began, when things were boom-
ing. Pretty accurate foresight I 
would argue.

Given the current challenges 
facing Pleasanton I think it’s im-
portant we retain a strong level of 
experience on our City Council. 
The current slate of candidates 
can be placed in two groups, 
those with the needed experience 
and those without. Let’s retain 
those with the experience, let’s 
retain Jerry Thorne.

Laursen and Bowser
Chris Grant
Pleasanton
President, PUSD Board of 
Trustees

Please join me in electing 
Joan Laursen and Jeff Bowser, 
two highly qualified, deeply 
experienced Pleasanton leaders. 
Laursen and Bowser combined 
have over 30 years of demon-
strated leadership and close 
involvement in our schools. 

Laursen is the Past President of 
the Pleasanton PTA Council, has 
served numerous years on school 
site councils, is a co-founder of 
our Community Outreach for 
Education (CORE) program and 
a member of our district's Budget 
Advisory Committee. A financial 
analyst by training, Laursen spent 
twelve years in the financial ser-
vices industry and brings a solid 
understanding of governance, 
oversight and fiscal accountabil-
ity to the board.

Bowser is a past School PTA 
President, member of our district 
Budget Advisory Committee, 
Legislative Chairman of the PTA 
Council, and a longtime coach 
and leader in numerous youth 
based programs. Bowser brings 
a Master's Degree in Educational 
Leadership and 13 years experi-
ence as a teacher and school 
administrator. Bowser's decade-
long experience in business and 
management in the private sector 
provides a solid foundation for 
policy development, governance 
and fiscal management.

Both Laursen and Bowser 
are committed to continued 
academic and social excellence 
and will join me in supporting 
programs that meet the needs 
of all our students, open and 
active communication with the 
community, and ensuring fiscal 
responsibility.

I encourage you to join me in 
voting for Joan Laursen and Jeff 
Bowser for Pleasanton School 
Board.

Laursen for School Board
Patti Joki
Pleasanton

I served on the Harvest Park 
Site Council with Joan Laursen 
for 2 years, and have known Joan 
for almost 10. Her passion for im-
proving education in our schools 
is demonstrated through her 
tireless volunteering and involve-
ment in School Site Councils, as-
sistance with the School District's 
Budget Advisory Committee and 
the PTA. 

In the two years we served 
together, I found Joan to be 
informed of the issues facing 
our schools, a critical thinker 
who could find ways to improve 
education within given monetary 
limitations, and someone who 
listens to both sides of an issue. I 
have seen Joan's commitment and 
her desire for our youth to have 
a quality education. Please join 
me in voting for Joan Laursen 
on November 2 for Pleasanton 

School Board.

Vote for Incumbents
Ward Belding
Pleasanton

As a 34-year resident, I know 
that Pleasanton faces critical is-
sues ahead and needs capable, 
experienced, well qualified lead-
ership to get the job done. That’s 
why it’s crucial to re-elect Mayor 
Hosterman, and Councilmembers 
Cook-Kallio and Thorne. 

While they may differ on 
some issues, they’ve repeat-
edly shown their willingness to 
work together constructively 
for the benefit of all Pleasanton 
residents. They represent a clear 
choice for Pleasanton’s future vs. 
the other candidates who are less 
experienced, and not as versed in 
leading Pleasanton. 

Don’t fail to cast your ballot 
at this crucial juncture. Join me 
in marking your Vote By Mail 
Ballot, or voting November 2, 
for Hosterman, Cook-Kallio and 
Thorne.

White for School Board
Lani Longshore
Livermore

Livermore is privileged to 
have Anne White running for 
re-election to the school board. 
She is a strong advocate for our 
community and our children. We 
need her experience, intelligence 
and tenacity - please vote for 
Anne White for the Livermore 
school board.

Trusted Voice
Kathy Narum
Pleasanton

As the time nears to mark our 
ballots, I am mindful of the vast 
range of endorsements for one 
Pleasanton City Council candi-
date, Jerry Thorne. I believe it is 
a matter of trusting Jerry. 

From business to labor, from 
much of our citizenry to our 
four local newspapers (Jerry is 
the only candidate to receive 
endorsement from the quartet), 
it’s a recognizable fact that Jerry 
Thorne can be trusted to do the 
right thing for our community. 
His record as vice mayor/city 
councilman shows he has done 
the right thing for all of us, 
from school kids to the veteran 
and military families to senior 
citizens. 

I want my vote to help re-elect 
Jerry Thorne, a trusted voice in 
our community. 

Support Thorne
Joanne Gunson 
Pleasanton

I have worked with Jerry 
Thorne for about six years on 
the Pleasanton Community of 
Character Collaborative board. I 
know him to be a man of integrity 
who works well with our board 
and community members. Jerry 
is a peace giver--able to remain 
calm in a stormy debate. His 
decisions reflect his concern for 
the good of the entire city. His 
business background, sincere 
motivation and experience as a 
council member and vice mayor 
have been admirable and qualify 
him for another term on City 
Council. 

Don't Lose Expertise
David Furst
LARPD Board Member

I was surprised and disap-
pointed to read that the Indepen-
dent failed to endorse Maryalice 
Faltings, the only Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park Dis-
trict (LARPD) candidate with 
Park and Recreation experience. 
The interviews published by the 
Independent show that virtually 
none of the other candidates have 
ever taken the time to volunteer 
with LARPD (Earth Day, etc.), 
to get involved in any of the is-
sues facing the Park District, or 
even attend and speak at a Board 
meeting. The interviews of the 
other candidates showed a lack 
of understanding of the finances 
of the Park District when they 
suggested building more trails, 
more parks, etc. We all want that 
to happen but with the decrease 
in property tax revenues and the 
slow down in the construction of 
new homes, the amount of money 
available to LARPD has dramati-
cally decreased. 

(More MAILBOX, page 9)
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World Series Viewing
The San Francisco Giants are in the 

World Series against the Texas Rangers.  If 
you cannot make it to the ballpark, the next 
best place to be is at the Vine Cinema.  See 
the games on a giant 30’ screen in crystal clear 
high definition – easily the biggest screen in 
the entire East Bay.  Admission to the games 
is free. Eight draft beers, Livermore Valley 
wine and delicious food served from the 
Zephyr Bar & Grill is available.  Raiders & 
49ers games and other major sporting events 
can also be seen at the Vine Cinema. The 
Vine Cinema is located at 1722 First Street 
in downtown Livermore.

  

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton Ballistic United U19 Select 

defeated the Mustang Scorpions 3 to 0. Luis 
Castillo scores two goals, Jerad Chinn one 
as Ballistic wins its 8th consecutive league 
game. Top Offensive Players: Luis Castillo, 
Jerad Chinn, Suhau Kuo; Top Defensive 
Players: Steven Gilbert, Suchi Kuo, Chris 
Franzella, Jason Teague. Ballistic United 
U19 boys quickly established a dominating 
possession game in Saturday's action in 
Danville vs. the Mustang Scorpions.  Quick 
short combination passes mixed with long 
direct balls to the forwards put Mustang on 
constant pressure the entire game.  Alex 
Caravan had several golden opportunities 
to score early narrowly missing the target.  
Ballistic finally broke down the Scorpion 
defense when Caravan beat his defender 
down the left flank and then crossed to 
right winger Troy Stetson outside the far 
post.  Stetson took a touch and then sent 
a well placed pass to Jerad Chinn who put 
the ball past the Mustang goalie for his 12th 
goal of the year.  Ballistic took the 1-0 lead 
into the half. 

In the second half Ballistic raised the 
bar even higher as they kept the ball and 
circulated it in an attempt to open seams in 
the Danville defense.  Pleasanton's midfield 
did a masterful job keeping the ball moving 
and on Mustang's half.  In the 36th minute 
Suhau Kuo sent in a cross from his left wing 
spot that was mis-handled by the Danville 
keeper.  Castillo knocked the loose ball 
into the goal for a 2-0 Ballistic lead.  A few 
minutes later Brodie Roberts pass setup 
Castillo for a shot from 16 yards that the 
forward finished with a blistering shot to 
the far post.  Castillo's two goals added to 
his team high 17 on the season.

With the win Ballistic stays in first place 
earning 24 of a possible 27 points through 
the first nine games of the season.   

Pleasanton BUSC U14 2, Dublin Stealth 
1: Team morale jumped into overdrive with 
a score by Christopher within the first few 
minutes of the game. Teagan and Daniel 
continued to lead the team with multiple 
shots on Dublin's goal. After many attempts 
by the Dublin team to score, Theo continued 
to deny them any success leaving the final 
score BUSC  Advanced 2, Dublin Stealth 
1. All in all the BUSC U14 Advanced team 
played very well. Top Offensive Players: 
Teagan Bowman and Daniel Mendoza; Top 
Defensive Players: Theo Hrycewicz and 
Christopher Douglas

Ballistic U-9 Elite 3 defeated Ballistic 
U-9 Elite 2, 3 to 2. Elite 3 was fired up on 
Saturday and ready to even the record with 
fellow Ballistic academy team, Elite 2.  E3's 
offense and defense were in peak form.  Riley 
Gunning sunk a beautiful shot in the net early 
in the game to make it 1-0.  James Parisi in the 
goal and excellent backfield coverage from 
Cooper Smith helped to keep E2 in check.  
In the second half, Callum Ross scored off 
a beautiful assist from Myles Molnar.  And, 
it was enough to sew up the win. Final score 
2-0. Top Offensive Players: Riley Gunning; 
Drew Wong; Michael Kachkouche; Tanner 
Fehrman; Top Defensive Players: Myles 
Molnar; Cooper Smith; Cameron Brace; 
James Parisi

Ballistic United Soccer Club results:
Recreational Divisions 
U-5: Broncos vs. Bobcats: Top Offensive 

Players: Chase Lee; Top Defensive Players: 
Anthony Makram

Bulls vs. Bulldogs: A tough game on a 
soft field but the Bulldogs proved their tal-
ent with scores by Ryan Yamamoto, Elijah 
Lammle and Riley Borges. Tejas Prakash 
dribbled the ball from one side of the field 
to the other for an impressive score too. The 
Bulldog goal was well protected with the 
speed of Max Antonini, Isaac Hilton and 
smart kicks by Matteo Gable. Top Offensive 
Players: Ryan Yamamoto, Elijah Lammle, 
Riley Borges; Top Defensive Players: Matteo 
Gable, Max Antonini

Bruins vs. Bats: Matthew Tahir and Luke 
Bell were great in passing the ball and driving 
it to the goal. The Bruins defense was fast 
and agile, with Duncan Carrothers and Dil-
lon Duke taking the front lead and stealing 
the ball on several occasions. Top Offensive 
Players: Matthew Tahir and Luke Bell; Top 
Defensive Players: Duncan Carrothers and 
Dillon Duke

Braves vs. Badgers: Aidan Husejnovic 
and Alexis Sliwak had their best games of the 
season for the Braves in their game against 
the Badgers. Jackson Barth, Niko Glafkides, 
Niko Guzman and Griffin Shea joined Aidan 
in scoring. Alexis had great midfield play and 
led the strong defense against a very good 
Badger team. Top Offensive Players: Aidan 
Husejnovic, Niko Glafkides, Jackson Barth, 
Niko Guzman; Top Defensive Players: Alexis 
Sliwak, Aidan Husejnovic, Griffin Shea

U-6: Coyotes vs. Colts: The Colts 
put forth an outstanding team effort with 
a strong offensive and defensive game.  
Excellent offensive play with goals scored 
by Andrew Weckwerth, James Rothstein, 
Josh Erickson, Mateo Spencer and Julian 
Smith.  Outstanding defensive effort by 
Jack Twisselman and James Heeter.  The 
Colts demonstrated exceptional teamwork 
and improvement in their game. Top Of-
fensive Players: James Rothstein, Andrew 
Weckwerth, Julian Smith, Josh Erickson, 
Mateo Spencer; Top Defensive Players: Jack 
Twisselmann, James Heeter

Colts vs. Cougars: In a very fast paced 
game, Jackson Flora and Riley Balch scored 

for the Cougars. Owen Williams, Brandon 
Misquita, Donovan Johnson, and Brandon 
Dacquisto helped the Cougars keep the pres-
sure on and defend their goal at the same 
time. Top Offensive Players: Jackson Flora, 
Riley Balch, Owen Williams; Top Defensive 
Players: Brandon Misquita, Ryan Schick, 
Angel De La Cruz

Cannonballs vs. Cheetahs:  The two 
teams were well matched with lots of good 
competition. Sebastian Civetta played great 
defense while Rohan Sethna, Wilson Gofron 
and Max Custer were instrumental offen-
sively by driving the ball toward the goal. 
Brady Lind did an awesome job of protecting 
the Cannonballs' goal. Sean Tchorzewski 
and Joe Beer, with their great determination, 
assisted both offensively and defensively 
throughout the game. Jake Clevenger and 
Nico Guerrero were quick on the defense 
and also played great on the offensive end 
by scoring goals for the Cannonballs. Top 
Offensive Players: Jake Clevenger and Nico 
Guerrero; Top Defensive Players: Sebastian 
Civetta, Brady Lind, Joe Beer

U-9: Tigers vs. Tyrants: even on a soft 
field, the Tigers proved their pounce prevails. 
Matthew Kenning led off scoring with a 
power kick that passed the goalie, followed 
by scores from Jake Borges, Cody Vaeth and 
Jaden Cardera. Andrew Whiteland drilled the 
ball to the offensive line continuously and 
had good shots at goal. Kyle Bautista, Alex 
Potts, Sebastian Calliat and Diego Jaramillo 
remained steady defenders and fought hard 
to keep the ball in Tyrant territory. Top Of-
fensive Players: Matthew Kenning, Jake 
Borges; Top Defensive Players: Andrew 
Whiteland, Kyle Bautista

Daredevils vs. Dolphins:  The field was 
damp and soggy, but that didn’t stop Putty 
Basseer from getting the Dolphins on the 
board quickly.  The Dolphins had a strong 
offensive attack that day with shots attempted 
by Peter Yu and Thomas Goebel.  Cole Bush-
ner and Putty Basseer both scored multiple 
goals. Mason Ward was key in setting up 
many of the Dolphin scores.  Stout defensive 
performances, demonstrated by the Dolphins’ 
Warren Xu and Brendan Schlegel, kept the 
Daredevils in check. Top Offensive Players: 
Putty Basseer, Cole Bushner; Top Defensive 
Players: Warren Xu, Brendan Schlegal

U-12: Raiders 4, Rebels 1: A great team 
effort by all Raider players gave them a 
victory over the Rebels 4-1.  The offensive 
line was unstoppable with 2 goals by Danny 
Lopez,1 by Ben Lombardi and a breakaway 
goal by James Du. A strong defense, which 
included Brendan Englert and great saves 
by goalie Brandon Brown, proved tough 
against the opposing team. Top Offensive 
Players: Ali Kashmiri, Cole Flashberger, 
Nick Caldwell; Top Defensive Players: Arnav 
Patel, Brendan Englert,Daniel Hanna

Renegades 1, Rockets 2:  The Rockets 
came back from being 0-1 down to tie the 
game first, thanks to Kaushal's beautiful goal 
from just inside the right eighteen corner. 
Then, Ani scored the winning goal within 
the last 10-15 minutes in this very enter-
taining game against the very well-playing 
Renegades team. The Rockets extended their 
win series. Top Offensive Players: Kaushal, 
Lucas, Ani; Top Defensive Players: Anshul, 
Blake, Jerry

Pleasanton Rage
Pleasanton Rage U15 Division 1 AC 

played Delta Extreme Saturday with Paige 
Peterson scoring first off a free kick from 
Hannah Jackson. Rage scored again when 
Mathea Turkalj sent a free kick over the 
Extreme Goalie and into the net. Rage goalie 
Hannah Menk made a great save in the 1st 
half coming out on a 1 on 1 breakaway and 
forcing the shot over the goal. (Final score: 
Rage 2, Extreme 1)

Pleasanton Rage Grey U-13 team 
was defeated 1-0 by the Mustang Magic on 
Saturday morning. The game was controlled 
for most of the game by the Rage team, using 
great team work and passing they were able 
to get many scoring opportunities. The strong 
midfield play of Olivia Christensen, Amanda 
Chun, Dalia Shafi, and Gaby Cabrera kept 
the ball in the opponents end of the field for 
most of the game. Terrific defensive plays by 
Megan Shackley, Miranda Spring and Bailey 
Sanchez kept the game close. Top Offensive 
Players: Olivia Christensen, Amanda Chun, 
Dalia Shafi, and Gaby Cabrera; Top Defen-
sive Players: Megan Shackley, Miranda 
Spring and Bailey Sanchez

Livermore fusion
Livermore Fusion SC youth soccer 

results from last week:
Rec-Plus, Division-4
U-14 Boys: Livermore United 3, Matrix 

Reloaded 2: Livermore United's Logan 
Guidl (GK) was the difference in this game 
stopping more than eight shots from Matrix 
Reloaded. Offense: Thomas Triantos, Blake 
Lesky, Devon Sharfridge (United); Kevin 
Switzer, Nathan Barros, Erik Mork (Matrix); 
Defense: Logan Guidl, Eric Lopez, Logan 
Brist (United); Sebastion Gomez, Jonathan 
Short, Will Mullins (Matrix); Goals/Assists: 
Thomas Triantos (2G), Blake Lesky (G) 
(United); Kevin Switzer (PK), Erik Mork 
(G), Joshua Frazier (A), Sebastion Gomez 
(A) (Matrix)

U-14 Girls: In a game played out under 
threatening skies and slick field conditions, 
the Livermore Crush U14 bested Mustang 
United 2-0.  The slippery turf contributed to 
the first score for the Crush when Brittney 
Turner controlled a loose ball and pushed 
it across the goal line to give the Crush an 
early 1-0 lead.  With the early morning rain 
making playing conditions difficult, it took 
a strong defensive effort by the Livermore 
team to secure the victory.  Outside backs 
Jessica Casey and Meghan Lawrence stopped 
numerous Mustang advances with the help 
of center back Mackenzie Schley.  Helga 
Forstreuter also had an exceptional game in 
the defensive end for the Crush.  In the goal, 
Katt Rowe pitched a complete game shutout.  
The Crush added an insurance goal in the 
second half when Jordan Volponi received 
an outstanding centering pass from RJ Atwal 

and played it into the goal to close out the 
scoring at 2-0.  Regular season play concludes 
next Saturday with the Crush in position to 
win the league championship.

U-12 Girls: Livermore Boom 3, San 
Ramon Phoenix 2: At half time, the game was 
tied 0-0, but a total of 5 goals were scored 
between the two teams in the second half!  
The first goal game from Boom’s Alexzandria 
Cantril.  After a shot on goal by Delaney 
Foote, Cantril followed it in and got it past 
the goalkeeper.  The Phoenix answered 
with a goal of their own.  The 2nd goal for 
Boom was a beautiful cross from Olivia 
Schormann directly to the foot of Delaney 
Foote.  Within a few minutes later, the exact 
same play was done and Foote, got the 3rd 
goal for Boom.  In the last few moments of 
the game, Phoenix put another one in the net 
ending the game at 3-2. Offense: Delaney 
Foote, Olivia Schormann, Raegan Demo, 
Alexzandria Cantril (Livermore); Defense: 
Carly Estevez, Missy Nunes, Briana Estevez 
(Livermore); Goals/Assists: Alexzandria 
Cantril (G), Delaney Foote (2G, A), Olivia 
Schormann (2A) (Livermore)

Amy Silva and and Lauren Sandy scored 
for U-12 SC Fusion Maroon  in a road 
league game against FC Diablo in Concord 
on October 23.  Fusion gained a point in 
the league standings with a 2-2 tie.  Fusion 
broke to a lead when Madison Gannon 
passed to Alyssa Oki who shot on goal. Amy 
Silva deflected Oki's shot past the surprised 
Diablo keeper.  Diablo tied the scored later 
in the first half with a strong shot from the 
left side.  In the second half, Ashley Morton 
bounced a ball through a couple of Diablo 
defenders to Lauren Sandy who chipped in 
a shot over the arms of the goalie.  Diablo 
again tied the score with a cross and header 
past Fusion keeper Stevie Sobers.  Fusion's 
defense turned away several Diablo attacks 
in the second half with strong clearing passes 
from Jessica Mahabali, Selina Cardoza and 
Adriana Sblendorio.  In the last ten minutes 
of the game, Fusion had 5 shots on goal 
including Jessica Mahabali's boot in front of 
the goal that sailed over the cross bar. 

U-10 Girls: Bellas 4, Bolts 0: Offense: 
Isabella Noden, Brittany Huges, Victoria 
Morris (Bellas); Kelsey Maldonado, 
Abby Hoobing, Katherine Lewis (Bolts); 
Defense: Victoria Morris, Caroline Kilte, 
Reme LaFlame (Bellas); Amanda Craft, 
Arianna Racanelli, Olivia Armstrong (Bolts); 
Goals/Assists: Isabella Noden (2G), Brittany 
Hughes (2G) (Bellas)

House, Division-4
U-10 Girls: Sting 2, Lightning 1: Of-

fense: Isabella Miller, Amber Feduniw, 
Taylor Stamps (Sting); Kristina Mena, Haley 
Lopez, Myaia Buccis (Lightning); Defense: 
Emma Duckworth, Amanda Hofmann, Itzel 
Acosta (Sting); Amber Thomas, Katie Mu-
zall, Haley Lopez (Lightning); Goals/Assists: 
Amber Feduniw (G), Taylor Stamps (G) 
(Sting); N/A (Lightning)

Goal Getters 2, Lightning Bolts 1: Of-
fense: Bridgette Meyer, Kayla Hebebrand, 
Payton Rose (Getters); Sierra Bettencourt, 
Katlyn Figeroa, Elise Finnegan (Bolts); 
Defense: Allison Azevedo, Alexa Harvey, 
Lauren Pretto (Getters); Ariel Connel, Kin-
non Vest, Anna Bailey (Bolts); Goals/Assists: 
Lauren Farrauto (G), Claire Wiedenfeld (G) 
(Getters); Sierra Bettencourt (G) (Bolts)

Strikers 3, Electric Scorpions 2: Great 
game by both teams, but Strikers came 
back to win. Offense: Lourdes Cacacho, 
Jaida Carr, Jennifer Cardoza (Strikers); 
Brooklyn Perargou, Syd Myers, Bella Gra-
jeda (Scorpions); Defense: Rochelle Stone, 
Joanne Flores, Miriam Escamilla (Strikers); 
Karen Bryant, Grace Leary, Katherine Terry 
(Scorpions); Goals/Assists: Lindsey Phillips 
(2G), Rachelle Stone (G), Carly Schindler 
(A) (Strikers); N/A (Scorpions)

U-8 Girls: Pink Terminators vs Fire-
crackers: Offense: Delaney Cummins, Riley 
Johanson, Ashlynn Kirk (Terminators); 
Katie Darling, Jenna Lawrence, Gianna 
Sansoni (Firecrackers); Defense: Madelyn 
Bertolucci, Julia Passannante, Sarah Brock 
(Terminators); Grace Alfonzo, Kinsey Ham-
brick, Anna Leary (Firecrackers)

Firecrackers vs California Strikers: 
Offense: Grace Alfonzo, Maddie Allum, 
Katie Darling (Firecrackers); Alissa Souza, 
Kylie Nuebauer, Danielle Nikolashin (Strik-
ers); Defense: Emily Hambrick, Kinsey 
Hambrick, Gianna Sansoni (Firecrackers); 
Payton Hall, Hope McKeaver, Jade Overton 
(Strikers)

Purple Poppies vs The Speedy Centi-
pedes: Offense: Hannah Whitelock, Elsa 
Friedmann (Poppies); Faith Rogers, Cailin 
Thompson (Centipedes); Defense: Klar-
issa Cuenca, Aria Roach (Poppies); Brooke 
Carter, Abbey Licon (Centipedes)

Nets-on-Fire vs Jaguars: Offense: Kayla 
Galo, Olivia Turner (Nets); Madelynn Rid-
dle, Corrina Bartolotto (Jaguars); Defense: 
Arianna Barton, Jennifer Costa (Nets)

Team-USA vs Wildfire: Offense: Lily 
Redell, Madeline Turk, Samantha Peters 
(Team-USA); Noelle Rizzo, Mary Griffin, 
Aislinn McElderry (Wildfire); Defense: Tori 
Trautwein, Rebecca Wheeler, Katlyn Wool-
ley (Team-USA); Emmerson Coberg, Olivia 
Powers, Sarah Peters (Wildfire)

U-7 Girls: Fireballs (a) vs Fireballs (b): 
Offense: Lucy Nicholson, Jenna Batteate 
(a); Avery Bingham, Kristen Johnson (b); 
Defense: Kyra Nishimoto (a); Adrianna 
Castro (b)

Charming Cheetahs vs. Sneaky Cleats: 
Charming Cheetahs Top Players:  Jayden 
Thomas (defense), Wallis Bregman (2 
goals),  Emma Kello (goal), Ciara Terry 
(goal); Sneaky Cleats Top Players: Gracie 
Contreras (offense), Camryn Quartaroli 
(defense), Brianna Yen (offense), Johanna 
Lindstrom (all around play)  

U-9 Boys: Strikers 7, Galaxy Fighters 
0: Offense: Gabriel Emfinger, Zack Saal 
(Strikers); Jeffrey Fairbanks, Drake Small 
(Fighters); Defense: Gareth Salazar, Arturo 
Sanchez (Strikers); Jack Hanson, Joey Katen 
(Fighters); Goals/Assists: Brad Mitchell 
(2G), Josiah Knight (G), Gareth Salazar 
(G) (Strikers)

Destroyers 2, The Outlaws 0: Emilio 
Martinez, Jacob Dennett, Evan Sire, Alejan-
dro Mendez and Jackson Brown dominated 
the front lines and played one of their best 
games yet.  Their teamwork and drive proved 
another win for the Destroyers. Offense: 
Emilio Martinez, Jacob Dennett, Evan Sire, 
Alejandro Mendez (Destroyers); Spencer 
Tadokoro (Outlaws); Defense: Brandon 
Umeki (Destroyers); Alex Jorgensen, Blake 
Texeira (Outlaws); Goals/Assists: Jacob 
Dennett (2G) (Destroyers)

U-7 Boys: Tigers vs Devastators: Of-
fense: Rickey Martinez, Fernando Fragoso, 
Adam Tekle (Tigers); Jake Fields, Tyler 
Eaton, Will Wentwoth (Destroyers);

Spiders vs Screaming Eagles; Offense: 
Gavin Rose, Jacob Sisto, Alex Alamillo (Spi-
ders); Armando Aguilar, Brandon Adams, 
Ryan Delong (Galaxy); Defense: Rudy Arias, 
Nolan Mosley, Tmothy Cowan (Spiders); 
Hunter Houghton, Gavin Reynolds, Joshua 
Johnson (Galaxy)

Hammerheads vs Galaxy: Offense: 
Antonio Rivalie, Riley Gonzalez, Ryan 
Hansen (Hammrheads); Mikey Christian, 
Tallon Chambers, Landon Retino (Galaxy); 
Defense: Andrew Hofmann, Toa Laufasa, 

Ethan Bielawski (Hammrheads); Jarred 
Sanchez, Kamden Johnson, Antonio Criv-
ello (Galaxy)

U-6 Boys: Fireballs vs Transformers: 
Offense: Jalen Dunbar, William Fuller, Jake 

Bearden (Fireballs); Austin Araya, Guy 
Henry Gates, Justin Johnson (Transformers); 
Defense: Jacob Roach, Tobaius Muscat, 
Daniel Brown (Fireballs); Matthew Ludwig, 
Jackson Montano-Newton, Trevor Olmo 

The Livermore Chaos took first place in the U12 Boys LYSL 
House Tournament, winning in a 4-2 Pk shootout after a 2-2 tie 
in regulation and overtime. A very exciting game for the multitude 
of spectators that looked on. Pictured are (back row) Andrew 
Lewis, Ernesto Torres, John fogerson, Caleb Nale, Cameron 
Priest, Elijah kane, Alex Schicke, Dominic Carrano, Anthony 
Lopez; (front row) Ernesto Cruz, kinaar Desai, Hector Salcedo, 
David Sanchez, Matthew Hargraves, Joshua Peeso; coaches 
Assistant Coach Hector Salcedo, Head Coach Chris Carrano, 
Team Manager Jave kane. Photo by Bill Nale

 

Pictured is the West Coast Gymnastics Academy Level 4 team. 
In the center is Coach Josh Ruby and the girls from left to right 
are Jessica Staker, Lauren Swenson Lennox, Anna foehner, 
Corrine Jackson, Malaigha kinzer 

Bryce Disbrow (44) and Cameron Church (37) break up a pass 
in a Livermore Junior football League game between the Jets 
and the Saints.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

foothill High School defeated Livermore High, 34 to 7 in EBAL varsity football action last week. 
foothill running back Colin kasinski rushed for three touchdowns. With the win, the falcons 
improved to 5-2 for the season and 2-2 in the league. foothill's Jack Sieverding (82) tracks down 
Livermore running back Drew DeMariay (27).
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(Transformers)
Rocket All-Stars vs Sharks: Offense: 

Ryan Jones, Jordan Trevethan (All-Stars); 
Noah Corpuz, Ivan Munoz (Sharks); 
Defense: William Grenville, Ethan Fabre 
(All-Stars); Alec Michaels, Braden Illing-
sworth (Sharks)

Livermore Jr. football
Highlights from Livermore Junior Foot-

ball League games on October 23:
Advanced Division Playoffs: Dolphins 

26, Raiders 6: The quick strike attack of the 
Dolphins proved too much for the Raiders 
in LJFL Advanced play as the Dolphins 
rolled to a 26-6 victory in first round play-
off action.  The Raiders created numerous 
scoring opportunities in the first half driving 
into Dolphin territory on four consecutive 
possessions only to have drives stall.  The 
Raiders turned to their passing game to try to 
keep this one close working receivers Joshua 
Harlan and Drew Braudrick into the offense.  
Braudrick made a big catch in heavy traffic 
on a third and long and nearly converted a 
big first down to sustain one of the Raider 
drives deep in Dolphin territory.  However, 
the Dolphin defense held and forced a change 
of possession to end the Raider threat.

In the second half, Zach Dunn provided 
a spark with a 50 yard kickoff return to the 
Dolphin 15 yard line, but once again the 
Dolphins stiffened on defense.  The Raider 
defense also stepped up in the second half 
slowing the Dolphins with some great 
individual play and great team tackling.  
Standouts on the Raider defense included 
Dominic McGee, Hunter Spears, Ashton 
Colberg-Meiers and Jacob Sale.  Zachary 
Schribner had an outstanding defensive game 
with several tackles while forcing a fumble 
that led to the Raiders lone score.  After the 
Raiders recovered the ball, Connor McCor-
mack  followed the lead blocking of Tyler 
Felgenhauer and Nick Volponi over the right 
side and into the end zone to make the final 
score 26-6 in favor of the Dolphins.

The first weekend of LJFL playoffs saw 
the Dolphins and the Raiders meeting on the 
Granada field. Dolphin QB Jason “Jet” Frost 
took the first handoff from center Aaron 
“Ace” Eppstein, and thanks to outstanding 
blocking by LG Jacob “NoName” Burk and 
LT Ryan “Rhino” Galletta, found a seam and 
took off for a 60 yard touchdown from the 
line of scrimmage, breaking five tackles on 
his way to the end zone. 

The Dolphin defense was ready on the 
Raiders first possession with DT Dreacon 
“Cheeto” Baca penetrating into the backfield 
and sacking the Raider QB.

The second quarter opened much like the 
first quarter, with Frost not only running for 
another touchdown, but connecting with RB 
Ryan “Mailman” Nunes for a 50 yd touch-
down. The defense held the Raiders scoreless, 
with LB John “Monster” Hodgers getting his 
second unassisted sack of the season.

At the half, the score was 19-0 Dol-
phins.

The Dolphins’ first series of the 2nd half 
saw QB Spencer “Shockey” Kramm handing 
off to RB Jaxon “Jax” McLaren who ran for 
a 30yd touchdown—his first of the season. 
On the Raiders first series of the 2nd half, 
CB Ryan “Mailman” Nunes, pulling double 
duty, delivered by taking an interception to 
the house. After a series of Dolphin penal-
ties in the 4th quarter, the Raiders would 
capitalize on their great field position and 
score their only touchdown of the game. In 
the first round of the playoffs the Ravens 
found themselves playing the Falcons and 
their hard hitting defense.  The first half of 
the game was dominated by both defenses.  
At half time the Ravens found themselves 
down 13-0.

Falcons 19, Ravens 6: In the second half 
not only did the defense come out firing, but 
the offense did as well.  Luke Dangler rushed 
for 90 yards and a touchdown of 15 yards.  
Ben Kerling also hooked up with several 
passes to Jarret Powell.  Overall it was a 
defensive game.  Every player on the Ravens 
defense had at least one tackle.  They were 
lead by  Dylan Martinez  had nine tackles.  
The rest of the defense unit,  Adrian Ayala,  
Rudy Ayala, Nick Swanger,  Colton Berlinn,  
Isaiah Smith,  Ian Humes,  Thomas Reeves, 
&  Brandon Williams all contributed with the 
success of the defense.  With seven minutes 
left in the game   forced a fumble on their 
own 3 yard line and it was recovered by 
Mathew Hayes of the Ravens.  This was the 
first game back for Hayes who was out for 
most the regular season.  Hayes also made 
is presence known on defense.  It is great to 
have Mathew back with us.  

Texans 31, 49ers 14: The Texans and 
49ers opened the 1st round of the 2010 
Livermore Junior Football League in a rain 
soaked game at Granada High School, with 
the Texans advancing with a 31 - 14 win. 
The Texans opened the game on defense 
as Jack Lutz, Daniel Owen, and Connor 
Parkerson were able to force the 49ers to 
punt. Wesley Katz received the punt and 
streaked around end for a 40 yard punt return 
for a touchdown. Katz's conversion made 
the score 7 - 0. The Texans second offensive 
possession resulted in a touchdown as Katz 
scored from a yard out behind the blocking 
of Jarod Heise, Austin Birdwell and Joel 
Cook. Will Mohlers kick made the score 15 
- 0 after one quarter. The defense was able 
to hold the 49ers to open the second quarter. 
The Texans started a nice 40 yard drive that 
finished when quarterback Raymond Carlson 
raced around end on a bootleg from the 1 
yard line. Mohler's kick through the uprights 
made the score 23 - 0. The Texans defense 
played another great game as David Summers 
(4 tackles, forced fumble, 2 pass defended), 
Magnum Resler-Miller (5 Tackles, 2 fumble 
recoveries) & Logan Cole (5 Tackles) starred. 
Trenton Green, Jakari Montgomery, Blake 
Havey, and Ethan Dreger opened a great 
hole for the Texans in the 3rd quarter as Will 
Mohler scored from 45 yards out. Cole's kick 
extended the lead to 31 - 7.

Senior Division: Cardinals 25, Giants 
7: Despite an early attack and the initial 
touchdown, the Giants dialed in their first 
loss on their last regular season game. The 
Giants offense, Thomas Navarro,  Joseph 
Carillo, Tabor Kohlmoos, Eric Meeks, Devin 
Bernacil, Sean Stavert, Tai Phan, Kyle Neves, 
Shane Ward and Colton Mesarchik, slowly 
worked the ball down the field. Thomas Na-
varro ran it in for the Giants first touchdown 
and Joseph Carillo scored the extra point for 
the lead, 7-0. Eric Meeks and Daniel Nunez 
made repeated tackles in the first defensive 
series keeping the Cardinals in check until 
the 2nd quarter. The Cardinals were able to 
run the ball in for their first touchdown but 
the Giants defense, Michael Zoppo Kutsenda, 
Ben Thompson, Thomas Navarro, Conor 
Cruz, Skiler Lamb, Mathew Calcagno, Eric 
Meeks, Spencer Hickerson, Marcus Casillas, 
Daniel Nunez, Clayton Bailey and Colton 
Mesarchik held them back to deny the extra 
point and the Giants still held the lead, 7-6. 
After a long drive, the Cardinals racked up 
another 7 points. The Cardinals intercepted 
on the 30 yard line, but the Giants defense 
shook them up. Mathew Calcagno brought 
down the runner on the first play, and the 
next two plays are stopped by standout 
tackles from Thomas Navarro and Spencer 
Hickerson, respectively. The Cardinals then 
attempt a pass which is deflected by Spencer 
Hickerson and intercepted by Ben Thomp-
son, who runs through a flock of Cardinals 
for 20 yards.

 The second half did not bode well for the 
Giants, with the Cardinals quickly scoring 
another touchdown and putting the score at 
7-19. Despite the best efforts of the Giants 
offense, the Cardinals intercept a pass and 
make a huge run for another touchdown, and 
a final score of 7-25. And so it was a first on 
the last and the Giants were not able to end 
the season undefeated. Regardless they are 
the number one Senior team for Livermore 
Junior Football League with a season record 
of 5-1. See you at the playoffs!

Livermore Youth football
In game 7 of the 2010 season, the Napa 

Saints hosted Livermore Youth Football 
and Cheer at Justin Siena High School on 
Saturday, 10/23/2010.  This coming Saturday, 
10/30/2010, is the LYFC Homecoming game, 
against the San Ramon Bears, at Livermore 
High School.  Games start early, at 8:30AM, 

in order to provide Homecoming festivities 
in the evening.  For more information about 
LYFC teams and standings, please visit www.
livermorekids.com.

Gladiators (Scout):  Scout is a develop-
mental division and scores are not recorded. 
The dauntless Gladiator team met with 
stormy weather and tough competition on 
Saturday in Napa.  The “Purple Defense” 
began with excellent tackling by R. Gonzales 
B. Schindler, and D. Barnes.  M. Quinteros 
was amazing, playing at a new position and 
playing opposite the biggest kid on the Saints 
team.  The Gladiators forced the Saints to 
fumble but couldn’t keep them out of the 
end zone.  C. Claypool put together several 
exciting carries on offense but the Gladiators 
fumbled in the red zone and were back on 
the 40 yard line.  More defensive work in 
the 2nd quarter by M. Cadena, J. Joiner, D. 
Hart, N. Muzac and D. Blevins sparked the 
team.  Continued efforts by Y. Hammond 
made it tough on the Saints and held them 
to minimum yardage.  D. Blevins broke up 
the Saints attempt at a long pass to end the 
Saints possession on offense.  There were 
more carries by C. Claypool and S. Williams 
on offense for the Gladiators.  The second 
half of the game showed more of the same 
strong work by both teams.  The Gladiators 
were spurred by a QB sack by M. Quinteros 
for a loss of yardage to keep the Saints out 
of the endzone.  Later, another Saints pass 
attempt was broken up by J. Joiner.  The 
Gladiators played another strong 4 quarters 
this weekend showing their courageous 
“Heart & Mind” style of football.  Look for 
100% focus for next week’s Homecoming 
game against San Ramon.

Titans (Jr. Pee Wee): Saints 33, 
Titans 0

Warriors (Pee Wee): Saints 28, Warriors 
0: The Napa Saints’ Pee Wee team showed the 
Livermore Warriors (5-2) why they remain 
undefeated this season.  The Saints took 
an early lead by scoring during their first 
possession of the game and ultimately shut 
out of the Warriors. J. Mello (quarterback), 
first year football player, had an impressive 
showing early in the game, but not enough 
for the Warriors to make it on the scoreboard.   
I. Hodgins’ block of the Saints’ 2 point con-
version, after their first touchdown, resulted 
in a score of Saints 22 - Warriors – 0 at the 
half. The Warriors fought a valiant battle and 
defensive plays by J. Jolley, A. Ostrander, 
B. Pierce and A. Blevins kept the Saints 
from further pummeling the drenched War-
riors and resulted in the Saints only scoring 
once during the second-half of this game.  
Scheduled showers turned this game into 
a slip and slide event where fumbles and 
turnovers resulted in simultaneous sighs 
and cheers from the equally wet crowds.  A. 
Clutter, running back, and J. Walter, wide 
receiver, appeared fearless as they met a 
wall of Saints early in the first quarter. The 
Warriors look to regroup as they ready for 
their homecoming match this Saturday, when 
they hope to come out on top against the 6-1 
San Ramon Valley Bears.

Norsemen (Jr. Midget): Saints 21, 
Norsemen 12: The Norsemen fought their 
hearts out at Saturday’s struggle against the 
Napa Saints.  The offense was driven with 
first downs by K. Beck and K. Fukofuka 
culminating in a touchdown right away.  
The Norsemen kept on rolling when they 
recovered their own squib kick at the 51 
yard line.  The defense came on strong when 
the Saints reached the red zone.  G. Toailoa 
made a tackle in the backfield to cause the 
Saints a loss of yardage.  The Saints had 
an incomplete pass and had to turn the ball 
over to the Norsemen on downs.  Later the 
Norsemen had an exciting kick return by M. 
Valencia all the way back to the 45 yard line.  
At the end of the half, the score was 6 - 6.  
More strong work in the second half by the 
Norsemen defense of G. Burke caused the 
Saints more loss of yardage.  K. Beck broke 
up a Saints pass and again caused them to give 
the ball over on downs.  In a very dramatic 4th 
quarter, K. Beck ran for another Norsemen 
touchdown. In the end the Saints were able 
to steal a few more points to take the game 
from the Norsemen.

Vikings (Midget):  Score unavailable

Pleasanton Seahawks  
Although it is early in the season, the 

Pleasanton Seahawks swim team posted 
many best times at the Walnut Creek spon-
sored meet at DVC on October 16 and 17.  
In spite of being tired from a lot of endur-
ance training over the past couple of weeks, 
the Senior swimmers turned in many good 
performances.  

Lifetime best times were recorded 
by: Kristine Doan (200 fr); Nick Johnston 
(200 br); Rachel Knowles (200 bk); Celina 
Li (1650 fr); Kyle Lindsay (100 br); Tim 
Mclaughlin (1000 fr); Iris Brand and Tony 
Shen, 4/8 best times; Stephanie Gee, 4 
season best times; Cate MacGregor, 3 best 
times; Catherine Fong, Roshni Nair, and 
Katie Woods, each had one best time; and 
Jason Chen earned two new sectional times;  
Iris Brand and Tony Shen—4/8 best times, 
Stephanie Gee—4 season best times, Cate 
MacGregor –3 best times, Catherine Fong, 
Roshni Nair, and Katie Woods—each had one 
best time, and Jason Chen earned two new 
Sectional times.  Good work Seahawks!

Also, at the Tiburon Mile on October 17, 
Catherine Breed was 7th in the ‘elite female’ 
division (26.52.0) and Rachel Knowles fin-
ished 1st in the 13-18 division (28.04.0).   

Livermore Smoke fastpitch 
Walk-in registration on October 28, 

2010 from 6:00 to 9:00 PM at Holy Cross 
Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho St, Liver-
more, CA 94550. And thanks to Livermore 
Little league, Livermore Smoke will have 
a registration table at Livermore Little 

League’s signups Saturday October, 16 
and November 6, 2010 from 10:00AM till 
2:00PM at Livermore High School Student 
Union (600 Maple Street, Livermore).

Also available are pre-tryout all skill 
softball clinics for girls 10U-middle school 
and 8U hoping to play "up." All skill lev-
els provided by California Fastpitch. Go 
to www.livermoresmoke.com for more 
information.

Phantom Lacrosse
Registration for Spring 2011 lacrosse 

season is now open and teams are forming for 
boys and girls ages 8 to 14. Practices begin 
in late January and the season runs through 
mid May. Teams must be formed by the end 
of November, so register early to ensure your 
placement. Register online or find informa-
tion on club programs and costs by visiting 
www.phantomlacrosse.org.

Inline Hockey Signups
Valley Inline Hockey in Livermore is 

preparing for winter with Youth League 
signups on Saturday., Oct. 30 at the rink 
10am-1pm.The rink is located behind Junc-
tion Ave Middle School with parking off 
Ladd Ave. Leagues include MITES (ages 
6 and under) - free learn to play and skate 
class. Squirts (ages 7-8); PeeWees (9-12); 
Bantams (13-16). Equipment can be bor-
rowed, except for skates. Session starts the 
week of December 8 and lasts 9 weeks.For 
more details on costs and league call us at 
925-443-1500 or check the web at www.
valleyrollerhockey.net

California Gymnastics 
California Gymnastics Academy com-

peted in the 2010 Hollywood Invitational 
in Vallejo, on October 23. The Level 5 team 
finished in first place. 

Level 4:  Middle- VAULT Karinna Ste-
venson 9.150 (1st), BARS Karinna Stevenson 
8.850 (4th), BEAM Karinna Stevenson 9.325 
(3rd), FLOOR Karinna Stevenson 8.900, 
AA Karinna Stevenson 36.225 (2nd);  Age 
Group: Older- VAULT Yasmine Diyab 9.175 
(1st), BARS Yasmine Diyab 9.650 (1st), 
BEAM Yasmine Diyab  9.375 (2nd), FLOOR 
Yasmine Diyab 9.1 (1st), AA Yasmine Diyab 
37.325 (1st).

Level 5: Younger- VAULT Naomi Chin 
8.850 (1st), Maya Frank 7.200, BARS Naomi 
Chin 9.475 (1st), Maya Frank 8.400, BEAM 
Naomi Chin 9.625 (1st), Maya Frank 9.325 
(3rd) , FLOOR Naomi Chin 9.075 (2nd), 
Maya Frank 8.750, AA Naomi Chin 37.025 
(1st), Maya Frank 33.675(8th). Age Group: 
Middle- VAULT Emily Balicanta 9.000 (1st), 
Katie Heckart 8.750 (2nd), Rachel Sylwester 
8.575 (4th), Jasmyn Cheng 7.900 BARS 
Katie Heckart 9.550 (1st), Rachel Sylwester 
9.525 (2nd), Emily Balicanta 9.250 (4th), 
Jasmyn Cheng 8.900 (6th) BEAM Rachel 
Sylwester 9.675 (1st), Emily Balicanta 
9.525 (3rd), Jasmyn Cheng 9.275 (4th) , 
Katie Heckart 9.175 (5th), FLOOR  Emily 
Balicanta 9.450 (1st), Rachel Sylwester 9.375 
(2nd), Katie Heckart 9.250 (3rd), Jasmyn 
Cheng 9.075 (5th) AA Emily Balicanta 
37.225 (1st), Rachel Sylwester 37.15 (2nd), 
Katie Heckart 36.725 (4th), Jasmyn Cheng 
35.15 (6th). Age Group: Older- VAULT 
Baylee Hill 8.350 (3rd), Chloe McGlynn 
7.725 (6th), BARS Baylee Hill 9.500 (1st), 
Chloe McGlynn 8.600, BEAM Baylee Hill 
9.775 (1st), Chloe McGlynn 8.750, FLOOR 
Baylee Hill 9.150 (2nd), Chloe McGlynn 
8.600 (6th), AA Baylee Hill 36.775 (1st), 
Chloe McGlynn 33.675 (6th).

PGSL Registration 
2011 Registration is now open for all 

divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls 
Softball League.  All girls living in Pleasan-
ton , Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play.  
Three ways to register:  1) Online at www.
pleasantonsoftball.org; 2)  Walk-Thru at 
Round Table Pizza:  Thursday, November 4, 
5:00pm–7:30pm – 530 Main St. , Pleasanton ; 
3)  Mail-in: PGSL, P.O. Box 911 , Pleasanton 
, CA 94566 (download a registration form 
from our website).   For more information or 
questions, email Christine Tanis at christine.
t@pleasantonsoftball.org.

Evaluations & Tryouts
Players in the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, & 

8th grades, please read the following infor-
mation carefully:  In an effort to continue to 
improve our players’ experience, PGSL will 
be holding Player Evaluation Sessions for 
ALL players in 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th grades.  
Attending a player evaluation session is 
mandatory for all players.   Following 
those evaluations, we will have tryouts for 
our “Black” Divisions.  Our goal for these 
sessions is two-fold: 1)  to make sure all 
players are assigned to the correct level of 
play for their skill level and experience and 
2) to balance the teams in each age group to 
the best of our ability to balance competition 
and maximize everyone’s enjoyment.  For 
7th & 8th grade players, we will not have 
Player Evaluation Sessions this year, but we 
will have Black Division Tryouts for those 
wishing to be considered for that division.  
All Player Evaluation Sessions and Black 
Division Tryouts (all age groups) will be 
held in January 2011.  Additional informa-
tion and a detailed schedule for all of these 
sessions will be posted on our league web 
site in late November or early December 
(www.pleasantonsoftball.org).

Edge Gymnastics
At the Hollywood Invitational, in the 

Level 5 Older Division, Sarah Fletcher placed 

first in the all-around and vault. Laura Ginney 
placed first on beam. 

Edge Gymnastics, Level 5 Team, 
placed first.

In the Middle B Division, Isabella Bal-
dacci placed first on floor. Samantha Foon 
placed second on floor.

In the Middle A Division, Skylar Relova 
placed first in the all-around and vault and 
second on beam and floor. Gabriela Rego 
placed first on bars. Samantha Fredrickson 
placed second in the all-around and first 
on floor. Stephanie Lowe placed first on 
bars. Jennifer Dawson placed first on beam 
and second on floor. Jessica Pulver placed 
second on bars.

In the Younger Division, Amy Noda 
placed first in the all-around, vault, bars 
and beam. 

Michella Diebenow placed second on 
the vault and beam. Tatum Laird placed 
second on vault.

The level 6 team tied for first place: 
Level 6 results: Middle; Serena Chan, 

1st all-around (36.85), 1st  beam (9.35), 2nd 
bars (9.15), 2nd  floor (9.35), 3rd tie vault 
(9.0); Sydney Wu, 2nd all-around (36.625), 
1st bars (9.375), 3rd tie vault (9.0), 3rd beam 
(9.075), 4th floor (9.175); Rebecca Okmin, 4th 
all-around (35.925), 3rd  floor (9.275), 5th bars 
(9.025), 5th  beam (8.875); Rhianne Khweled, 
2nd beam (9.225), 5th tie floor (9.1)

Older: Carrie Stouffer, 2nd all-around 
(35.45), 1st vault (9.325), 1st bars (9.275), 5th 
floor (8.675); Audrey Mesick, 5th all-around 
(34.825), 2nd bars (9.225); Julia Morgin, 2nd 
floor (9.1); Claire Koupal, 4th bars (8.8), 5th 
beam (8.85)

West Coast Olympic
West Coast Olympic Gymnastics 

Academy   girls level 4-6 competed in the 
Hollywood Invitational at North Bay Athletic 
Assoc. on October 23  and 24 .   

The level 6 girls competed individu-
ally with Megan Quinton placing 8th all 
around.

The level 5 girls team finished 1st and 
the level 4 girls team finished 2nd.

The girls individually performed well 
with all of them placing in their age groups.  
The level five team is Kristianna Coffey, 
Shayne Estill (3rd), Sabrina Kheirolomoom, 
Alexandra Kim, Adrienne Kwee (1st), Sara 
Ling, Abigail McKeag, Alicia Powers, 
Rebecca Silva and Chaisa Wong (2nd).  

The level four team is Anna Foehner (7th), 
Corrine Jackson (1st), Maleigha Kinzer 
(6th), Jessica Staker (7th), Lauren Swenson-
Lennox (2nd).

Bowling News
In the Getaway Fours league, Kalon 

Kirven rolled his 1st 600 series at the Granada 
Bowl in Livermore. Kalon, with a 150 aver-
age, turned in games of 241-179-200 for a 
620 series. Mike Hill in the 4 Seasons Mod. 
Guys & Dolls rolled a perfect "300" game.   
Ryan Baker in the Practice Kings & Queens 
league bowled 146 over series average with 
games of 194-199-149.  

Sean Kyle in the Getaway Fours league 
rolled 80 over average with a 243 game, Matt 
Foster went 78 over for a 180 game, Spencer 
Egli bowled 202 and Stacy Sopora a 206.  
Greg Bolender bowled 80 over average with a 
225 game in the Tuesday Match Point league. 
Dan Loder rolled 130 over series average with 
a 586. In the 4 Seasons Mod. Guys & Dolls, 
Frank Danniel shot 276 and Jonathan Miller 
a 735 series withi games of 242-279 and 214. 
Alex Holland bowled 52 over average with 
a 239 game.  In the Donna's Mixer league, 
Don Tunison rolled 77 over average witha 
247 game; Diane Foscalina  58 over with a 
192 game. In the Practice Kings & Queens 
league, Gene Maloney shota 253 game and 
Jake Hobbs was 70 over avereage with a 201 
game.  Dave DeBus rolled 119 over series 
average with games of 25-213-224 for a 662 
in the Cheyenne league. Ray Salas bowled a 
277.  Mike Wood in the Early Years league 
rolled 65 over average with a 279 game.  Erica 
Smith in the Friday Family Affair league 
knocked down 75 pins over average with a 
243 game. Mike Collins shot a 245.

Senior bowler Rich Harris rolled 57 
over average for a 224 game in the Monday 
Primetimers. Shirley DiGiralamo bowled 
74 over average with a 213 game in the Sirs 
& Sirettes league.  In the Friday Primetime 
Seniors league, John Foscalina bowled 80 
over average with a 239 game and Cindy 
Henderson a 202.

Water Polo
The Livermore LAZERS played in their 

own fall tournament on October 23rd at The 
Robert Livermore Community Center Swim 

Pool. In the Level II games, the LAZERS 
lost two close games and won the third. 
Leading the offence were  Stephanie Divita, 
Nick Anhorn and Jessica Elfin. Defensively, 
Elizabeth Bukus played very well as did Eli 
Smith at the goalie position.

In the Level I games, the LAZERS won 
two games and lost one. Maddie David 
scored in all three games and Mia Battilega 
and Courney Offill also contributed goals 
in each game. On the defensive side, Rory 
Cartwright did a great job as goalie for the 
LAZERS and Jared Hill played well defen-
sively for the LAZERS.

Livermore Aquacowboys
Fifty Livermore Aquacowboys trav-

eled to Chabot College in Hayward to 
participate in the Alameda Island Aquatics 
swim meet.  

Alexander Gonzalez swam to a 1st in the 
100 back, 5th in the 50 free and 50 back, 7th 
in the 100 breast, and 8th in the 100 IM.  Alex 
Wang finished 2nd in the 200 back, 3rd in 
the 200 IM and 8th in the 100 breast.  Haley 
Hanza was 3rd in the 500 free, 6th in the 100 
back, and 7th in the 200 IM.  Cat Elliott swam 
to a 6th in the 200 back.  Franco Moufarrej 
finished 6th in the 50 free, 50 breast and 100 
IM.  Allie Clark earned 7th in the 50 breast 
and the 100 breast.  Nathan Boas was 8th in 
the 100 breast.

New Best Times were achieved by Jes-
sica Akins, Annemarie Arnold, Jacqueline 
Arnold, Sarah Betts, Sasha Betts, Nathan 
Boas, Jared Brandley, Taylor Brennan, 
Victoria Carroll, Jenna Chew, Allie Clark, 
Kinsey Claudino, Nick Coltrin, Taber Da 
Costa, Paige Da Costa, Cat Elliott, Megan 
Fairbanks, Alexander Gonzalez, Christopher 
Gonzalez, Michael Grant, Haley Hamza, 
Matthew Hayes, Megan Hill, Jared Hill, 
Bella Hocking, Mia Hocking, Jared Kam-
auu, Romane Lagouche, Joshua Ledbetter, 
Desiree McConn, Nic McConn, Franco 
Moufarrej, Victoria Moufarrej, Sofia Moufar-
rej, Kylie Neubauer, Katherine Rehberger, 
Jack Rehberger, Brianna Reynolds, Paige 
Reynolds, Adrianna Rocha, Julia Rocha, 
Ben Rocha, Rachel Roddy, Morgan Roddy, 
Sydney Rosenberg, Maya Rosenberg, Sarah 
Swanson, Collin Trump, Larissa Trump, Alex 
Wang and Hannah Watts.

To help control invasive, non-
native weed species in Sycamore 
Grove Park, the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District is 
planning several upcoming pre-
scribed burns.

The burns are part of the 
district’s Resource Management 
Plan for the park. Each burn will 
be 10 acres or less in three project 
areas. Two project areas are in 
the upper portion of Sycamore 
Grove Park. One area is in the 
lower portion of the park.

LARPD has used prescribed 
burns in the past as a means of 
vegetation management, which 
is also the primary purpose of the 
upcoming burns. The burns help 
remove and control invasive, 
non-native weed species such as 
Medusahead grass, a variety of 
thistle types and mustard plants. 
Other goals for the burns include 
enhancing native plant growth 
and wildlife diversity, remov-
ing foreign grass seedlings and 
allowing threatened California 
tiger salamanders to move from 
underground burrows to pro-
tected breeding ponds.

The burns will be managed 
by the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department. They will be 
conducted only if conditions are 
safe and within strict standards 
for wind and temperature. As 
an additional benefit, the burns 
provide wild land fire training 
for firefighters. The California 
Department of Forestry and 

Fire Protection and the Camp 
Parks Fire Department will also 
participate if available as a joint 
training exercise.

Park staff will advise neigh-
bors and park visitors the day 
before and the morning of each 
burn. Burns are expected to take 
place starting early Novem-
ber, with specific dates to be 
determined based on weather 
conditions and fire department 
availability.

Fire experts and follow-up 
teams will use the following 
procedures for the burn:

• Divide the area to be burned 
into small sections with wet 
lines, and use existing roads and 
trails as firebreaks to limit the 
fire spread.

• Implement techniques 
to minimize smoke, heat and 
flames, thus protecting sensitive 
plant species.

• Plant native trees, shrubs, 
grasses and other plants in the 

area post-burn, and monitor fu-
ture tree regeneration.

On the day of the burn in the 
lower portion of the park, the 
entire park will be closed along 
with the adjacent Veterans Park. 
The lower portions of Sycamore 
Grove Park and Veterans Park 
are expected to remain open for 
normal public use, such as hik-
ing, biking and horseback riding 
during the prescribed burns in 
the upper portion of the park. 
LARPD will post signs, fence 
off-limits areas and staff the 
access point to the upper por-
tion of the park to prevent the 
public from getting too close to 
the burn.

Once burn dates are deter-
mined, they will be announced 
on the LARPD website at www.
larpd.dst.ca.us. For more infor-
mation, call LARPD Ranger/
Naturalist Supervisor Mike Nich-
olson at 925-960-2400.

LARPD Plans Controlled 
Burns in Sycamore Grove Park
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DON BALL
Don Ball said that his busi-

ness experience helped him in 
qualifying to be appointed to the 
board in June. He operates his 
own software business. “It’s an 
important place to learn about 
balancing budgets. I also taught 
adults part-time in the use of 
computers and software. The 
experience provided me infor-
mation from the viewpoint of a 
teacher.”

Ball has three children at-
tending Sunol Glen school: an 
8-year old and 12- year-old twins. 
He became involved with the 
school’s community club, and 
then applied for the school board 
when trustee Graham Barnes left 
in June.

The fact that Ball is the only 
candidate endorsed by Barnes 
was mentioned by Ball. Barnes, 
who is no relation to school prin-
cipal Molly Barnes, said he also 
considered Beemiller and Van 
Dyke, but wanted someone who 
has children in the school.

Ball is happy with the school’s 
academic program. Performance 
on the Annual Performance Index 
(API) rose 23 points from last 
year, to 909, which is four points 
higher than the Pleasanton school 
district. The district’s goal had 
been to go above 900. However, 
that hadn’t been expected to hap-
pen for several more years.

Ball attributes the success to 
both good academic approach in 
the classroom and a booster spirit 
in the parents club, which not 
only donates money to programs, 
but also provides an intangible 
supportive spirit.

The parents group was com-
prised of four members seven 
years ago, now there are 100. The 
difference has been the admission 
of many transfer students from 
outside the district. Only about 
85 Sunol Glen students live in 
Sunol. The remainder come from 
cities such as Fremont, Pleasan-
ton, Livermore and Hayward.

Fund-raising has been good. 
Some $80,000 was raised for art 
and music classes.

An important change in the 
classroom helping academic 
growth was the creation last 
year of multi-age classrooms, 
said Ball. The combination is 
K-1, and 2-3. Three teachers are 
grouped together to teach two 
grade levels. It is called “loop-
ing.”

In that way, a student can 
have the same teacher for two 
consecutive years, which is bet-
ter for both student and teacher, 
said Ball. 

Ball is concerned about the 
statewide financial picture for 
schools. “We never know what 
our budget will be until the last 
minute. We have had to send out 
layoff warning slips each year to 
a percentage of our staff. It’s a 
terrible way to run a railroad.”

The district was fortunate to 
be able to avoid having to make 
the layoffs. Over the past three 
years two new positions for the 
multi-age classes have been 
added. The higher enrollment 
provided the revenue. In addi-
tion, the federal stimulus package 
brought in some of job-saving 
revenue.

The school support staff hours 
were cut back. However, layoffs 
were avoided because enough 
money was found to avoid the 
reductions.

The school district’s budget 
reserve at slightly above 5 per-
cent are sufficient, said Ball. 
Small districts are required by 
the state to maintain a 5 percent 
minimum reserve.

“We pulled $37,000 from an 
account with surplus money last 
year, so we are balancing the 
budget,” said Ball. The district is 
not engaging in deficit spending, 
he said.

As to whether layoffs will be 
necessary in the future, Ball said 
that he doubts it. It all depends on 
what happens with the education 
budget in Sacramento.

On whether or not Sunol Glen 
has too many students, Ball said 
that three or four years ago, the 
count was 206, so 60 more stu-
dents were added during Barnes’ 
tenure. The school is at capacity, 

there is no doubt about it. “We 
could easily make room for a 
couple of 7th or 8th graders. 
The class size is well below 30 
students.” However in 5th and 
6th grades there are 32 and 31 
students respectively.

“That is too many. I would 
like to cap classroom size  at 
29,” said Ball. The grade enroll-
ment went that high because the 
district is allowing all siblings in 
a family to attend the school.

“I would not want to be the 
person to say ‘bring two of your 
children, but not the third.’ The 
cap would prevail in that case. 
We have to say to the family, ‘We 
can accept two of three kids, but 
fifth grade is full.’ I’d like to see 
that (policy) in place.”

“I didn’t realize that we had 
so much unhappiness (about too 
many students in a class). One 
member of the teaching staff is 
unhappy about it. I took steps 
to place the item on the agenda. 
(It was scheduled to be part of a 
closed session at the board meet-
ing held Oct. 19.)

On the issue of compensa-
tion for principal/superintendent 
Barnes, Ball said he feels she 
does make a little too much 
money, given the current state of 
the economy. 

Barnes was appointed nearly 
four years ago by the school 
board at that time: Van Dyke, 
Beemiller and current incumbent 
Neil Davies. It was a relatively 
prosperous time.

They negotiated a contract of 
$125,000 salary versus $129,000, 
which was the contract for Ev-
erett when she retired as super-
intendent.

Ball said that there was no in-
crease in the contract for the first 
two years, then a 5 percent boost 
in years 3 and 4, which is the cur-
rent year on Barnes’ contract.

Ba rnes ’ s a l a ry  now i s 
$149,000, plus benefits that bring 
the package up to approximately 
$170,000, said Ball.

Trying to find the right mix 
between compensation for 
Barnes’ principal duties and 
superintendent responsibilities 
is difficult. There are not many 
nearby one-school districts for 
comparison.

Barnes is not merely a princi-
pal, but handles the superinten-
dent duties that call for important 
responsibility.

On teacher compensation, Ball 
figures that looking at comparable 
salaries for other districts, Sunol 
Glen teachers are paid $12,000 
less than teachers, for example, 
in Fremont. Pleasanton’s scale 
is even higher. He would like to 
see Sunol salaries go up, when 
the economy permits it.

While it’s true there were 
many applicants for a recent job, 
because so many teachers now 
are out of work, in the future it 
will be important to retain teach-
ers. That’s best accomplished by 
paying comparable salaries.

Ball said that the district’s 
special education program is 
tiny. Most of it is taught by the 
Pleasanton district. 

GERRY BEEMILLER
Gerry Beemiller was a mem-

ber of the school board for eight 
years. He left six years ago. “I’ve 
been there, and done that. We 
balanced the budget. We passed 
the school bond, at that time with 
the highest approval percentage 
in California, 84 percent.”

“The bond issue had been de-
feated twice. I got the community 
to work together. My strength is 
pulling opposite sides together, 
building compromise, and mov-
ing forward.”

The bond issue paid for the 
rehabilitation of the entire school 
structure, and to build eight 
classrooms, a science lab and a 
computer room. “For $2 million, 
we accomplished a lot,” said 
Beemiller.

Beemiller has lived in Sunol 
since 1980. His children attended 
school there.

He said he was asked by a 
couple of people “who I respect” 
in Sunol to run again. 

Beemiller said tht the school is 
not seen as being  as community 

friendly as it once was. “I’ll see if 
I can bring that feeling back into 
the school.”

Asked what “community 
friendly” means, Beemiller said, 
that according to people who 
have spoken to him, “There used 
to be more local people working 
there. It was easier to use the 
community facilities.” 

The bond to improve the 
school was sold using the pitch 
that “it’s your community cen-
ter.” The other side is that only a 
minority of students today come 
from Sunol. “I can see where the 
staff might not cater to the Sunol 
folks.”

Beemiller thinks that Sunol 
Glen is operating over capacity in 
the classrooms. It was designed 
for around 200 to 250 students. 
“If you have fewer than 200 
students, it’s a struggle to make 
ends meet. If we have 224, that’s 
about right.”

Beemiller said the school is 
doing well scholastically. How-
ever, it’s a little misleading to 
call it No. 2 in the county. It has 
achieved that ranking, against 
other school districts. However, 
with only 260 or so students, 
it’s statistically not comparable 
to virtually all other districts in 
the county.

A better measure would be 
against elementary and middle 
schools. “There we are No. 48, 
which is fine too.”

On the district’s fiscal shape, 
Beemiller stated, “Right now, we 
probably are OK. Trustees are 
saying there is a balanced budget. 
They are relying on taking money 
from the reserve to balance the 
budget”

(Barnes told the Independent 
that balancing the budget this 
year was accomplished by pull-
ing $39,000 from the category 
of unspent, previously allocated 
funds.)

“There are no big dangers at 
the moment,” said Beemiller.

As to Barnes’ salary, Bee-
miller said that it is $174,000. 
(Barnes told the Independent that 
it is $149,000, with benefits that 
bring it to $170,000.)

Beemiller said that Sunol pays 
its superintendent commensurate 
with what principals of middle 
schools make in Livermore and 
Pleasanton. “They may have 
1000 kids, but we have 250. 
It’s easier to be a principal in 
Sunol.”

A three-year principal in 
Pleasanton is making around 
$120,000. Molly was hired at 
$125,000 and will make $174,000 
this year,” said Beemiller. “What 
if we had a $50,000 differential 
and put it back into school for 
smaller classes, or technology. 
I think the school board made a 
poor decision on the salary.”

(When Barnes was hired, 
the retiring Everett was making 
$129,000, excluding benefits.)

Beemiller thinks that Barnes 
is overpaid. “It’s sending the 
wrong message, when everyone 
else is tightening their belts.”

He said that he doubts that any 
layoffs will be needed. Enroll-
ment is high, and older teachers, 
with the higher salaries, left the 
school, so the average pay is 
now lower.

Beemiller wants to drop en-
rollment to 225 students through 
attrition. He would not bar any 
siblings of students from outside 
Sunol who are already enrolled. 
Sunol students are in the school 
by right.

When 5th and 6th grades have 
around 30 children per class, it is 
above the cap that earlier boards 
set. “You really have to ques-
tions whether to let any others 
into this class. If there are 31 in 
class, you have to say, ‘no,’ it’s 
really full.”

The district has been “teacher 
friendly” on raises. How the pay 
stacks up against neighboring 
districts, “I’d really have to study 
it, once I get in there.”

One question that the bond 
issue has raised is that Sunolians 
are paying on a bond issue for 
the benefit of children from other 

districts, who comprise more 
than two-thirds of the school. If 
there were future infrastructure 
needs, that could be a discussion 
for the board, he stated.

DIANE EVERETT
Diane Everett earned a bach-

elor’s degree in history and 
a master’s degree in school 
administration, and also com-
pleted work toward a Ph.D. in 
education.

She  taught in the Livermore 
schools, served as principal at 
three schools there, and worked 
in the Livermore district office. 
She then spent 16 years as Su-
nol’s principal/superintendent.

Everett said she was asked by 
some in the community to run. 
She says,  “I want to see that 
board policies are carried out, 
special education is consistently 
administered, and that all require-
ments are met to save the school 
from lawsuits. I also want to 
work on budgetary issues.

“I will be a voice on the board 
for all students, including gifted 
and special education. I will 
keep promises concerning the 
community center, and enhance 
and complement many  great 
programs now offered.”

Everett said, “I am very im-
pressed with the test scores and 
academics. However, she worried 
that the school has not accepted 
special education students or 
others who would not enhance 
the district’s test scores.”

Acceptance of special educa-
tion students also applies to those 
who are inter-district transfers. 
Everett said that she was told by 
her sources close to the school, 
which included people currently 
active and others who formerly 
were at the school, that special 
education students are not ac-
cepted.

“I want to make sure it is not 
happening, and won’t happen,” 
said Everett.

(Because Everett’s mention 
concerning acceptance has an 
implication for school principal 
Molly Barnes, the Independent 
contacted her. Barnes said that 
Everett never spoke to her about 
special education students not 
being accepted. Barnes said that 
she has responded to all requests 
for special education, and had 
the required placement testing 
administered.

(Barnes noted that Sunol 
Glen is a member of SELPA, 
the Valley’s special education 
alliance of school districts. Some 
Sunol Glen students take classes 
in other districts. Others may 
be educated partially in a Sunol 
Glen mainstream classroom 
taught by the school’s part-time 
specialist.)

Everett is not satisfied with 
district finances. “The board has 
been deficit- spending the last 
two years. That concerns me. 
What I mean is that they need a 
5 percent reserve. They are doing 
fine (on the reserve). My concern 
is that they are spending more 
than they receive, and decreasing 
the reserve. You can’t continue 
to spend more income than you 
have.”

The district reserves are shrink-
ing. They went from $338,000 to 
$254,000 last year and in 2010/11 
they are $143,000. They have to 
keep the level at almost $97,000, 
said Everett.

Everett said that she didn’t 
receive information in a timely 
way concerning the budget, and 
submitted a request under the 
Freedom of Information act.

“My concern is that the board 
received $80,000 from the com-
munity (in fund-raising) to keep 
the art and music programs. They 
split it evenly between this year 
and next year. But they should 
not take it for granted that they 
will keep on receiving those 
funds.”

Although Everett did obtain 
the information she sought. She 
did not pursue the fact that it was 
not delivered in a timely fashion 
further with the district.

“They provided me with re-
ports, but not what I wanted. I 
thought I described them. I won’t 
say transparency is an issue, but 
I would like to see how informa-
tion is provided handled better.”

Until Everett would become 
a trustee, she can’t say whether 
there would be layoffs in the 
district’s future.

On an enrollment cap, Everett 
would like to see a limit of 225 
students. She wants it to happen 
through attrition. The claim by 
some that she and Beemiller 
would “get rid of 50 students” is 
not accurate, she said. “We would 
not kick out 50 children.”

Everett said the budget shows 
that Barnes makes $174,665 in 
current total compensation. “It’s 
in the proposed budget. It was 
$167,000 last year.”

“Gerry and I feel we want to 
bring her salary in line.” Oth-
ers said they want to break the 
contract. “We don’t,” declared 
Everett.

GUIN VAN DYKE
Guin Van Dyke has been a 

member of the board for eight 
years. Her family located to Su-
nol 15 years ago so her children 
could attend Sunol Glen.

“I’m running because I feel 
I have done a good job. I’m 
really proud of the academic 
programs at the school. We were 
second in the county (among 
school districts) on the API, with 
an increase of 23 points. The 
909 score was the first time the 
school’s API  topped 900.”

Van Dyke said that she is very 
happy with the financial situation 
in the district. “The stated has cut  
more than $1500 per student. We 
have the same budget now as we 
had six years ago. We increased 
the enrollment, and helped in-
crease our revenue, so there was 
not a deficit.

“We have a 5 percent reserve. 
We have a positive certified bud-
get for this current year, and the 
following two years.” Enrollment 
had been as low as 157 students 
during the recall of trustee Mike 
Cerny eight years ago. “Our aim 
was about 220 students.”

“What happened to make it 
go over 220 was that we started 
a multiyear program, with three 
K-1 classes at 22 to 1, and three 
2-3 classes. Each generation 
stays with the same teacher for 
two years. It has proven to work 
well. Our teachers learned from 
Pleasanton teachers, who have 
been using the program for 30 
years.”

Van Dyke said that she doesn’t 
hear from parents that the classes 
or school enrollment are too 
large.

If enrollment were to be re-
duced by 50 students, the district 
would lose about $265,000, or 
close to 10 percent of the total 
$2.2 million budget.

“We’d be happy to receive 
more ADA from the state. We 
plan to stay the way we are, 
at about 270 students maxi-
mum. That is how our budget is 

planned.
“We hope there are no layoffs. 

We issued (notices) in March, 
but brought back every position. 
Only a couple (of classified staff) 
had hours reduced.

On Barnes’ compensation, 
Van Dyke said that the salary is 
$149,000 per year, despite what 
signs around Sunol have said 
about $174,000. Barnes’ com-
pensation package does not bring 
the total figure up to $174,000, 
but Van Dyke did not recall the 
exact figure.

“Molly was hired in good eco-
nomic times in 2007. We hired 
her at a comparable salary to the 
area around us. The goal was to 
hire a community-minded person 
who would stay and not use the 
position as a stepping stone.”

“During good economic times 
we were able to vote our entire 
staff a 4.78 percent raise in 
207/08, and 6 percent in 2008/09. 
The following  year, only teach-
ers received a 1 percent raise.”

The small classified personnel 
average at the top of the county 
pay scale, because most of them 
have been with the district for a 
long time.

Van Dyke said the district is 
transparent about salaries. The 
step and column information 
is on the district’s web page. 
“Molly’s salary is not there, but 
you can obtain a copy of it. We 
ask that a form be filled out and 
signed. The form is required to 
provide the district with specific 
information about what someone 
is looking for. We have 10 days to 
respond. The form sets the clock 
ticking.”

Van Dyke is happy about the 
creation of many programs since 
the school enrollment expanded. 
Enthusiastic parent volunteers 
have helped to create a science 
club, a LEGO club, and many 
other activities related informally 
to education.

One thing that Van Dyke 
wants voters to know, because of 
the current election discussion, is 
that Barnes donated 1 percent of 
her raise to the school’s art and 
music fund in May. Also, she 
deferred 4 percent this year from 
her raise, which was in contract 
at 5 percent. That money can 
be used for any general fund 
project.

Further, Barnes was success-
ful in obtainiing two $1 million 
state grants for the district. One 
of them will help with plumbing 
and electrical work.

Asked about special educa-
tion, which eight years ago was 
part of a controversy raised by 
parents in the district, Van Dyke 
said, “It is going very well. Only 
3 percent (in the district) require 
special education now.”

SUNOL
(continued from page one)
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Olga Shearer 
Olga Rukavina Shearer died 

peacefully, surrounded by her 
family, in her 
Livermore 
h o m e  o n 
October 15, 
2010.  Born 
Feb. 8, 1926, 
the third of 
six children 
of Croatian 
immigrants, 
she grew up 
in Clairton, 

PA.  She was valedictorian of her 
high school class, and graduated 
from the University of Pitts-
burgh, the first of her family to 
attend college.  

Olga married Jack Shearer in 
1950 in York, PA.  They moved to 
Livermore in 1957.  Olga became 
active in volunteer work in Liver-
more area almost as soon as she 
arrived.  Many groups - too many 
to list – benefited hugely from her 
generosity, energy, humor, and 
her expert skills in organizing, 
decorating and cooking.  

Olga is survived by three 
children, three grandchildren, 
three sisters and one brother, and 
many dear friends.  Her husband 
Jack passed away in 2003 after 52 
happy years of marriage. 

There will be a memorial 
gathering at Wente Sparkling 
Cellars on October 30, 2010, 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily would prefer gifts in Olga’s 
honor to the Tri-Valley Haven 
for Women.  

Marian Irvine finger
Marian Irvine Finger, beloved 

wife, mother, sister, aunt and 
friend passed 
away at the 
age  o f  74 
from cancer 
on October 
17, 2010 at 
her home in 
Livermore, 
California.

M a r i a n 
was known 
by both her 

friends and family as a kind, 
generous and intelligent woman. 
Marian was highly involved in 
the local community, teaching 
for many years in the Livermore 
school system and participat-
ing in book, bridge, sewing and 
other social and civic groups.  
She was passionate about world 
and national affairs. She played 
a significant role in the debate 
over the teaching of Creationism 
in public schools and maintained 
a library of research covering the 
topic which has been archived 
at Iowa Sate University.  She 

was also an advocate for public 
health issues, researching and 
advising others on protection in 
flu epidemics.

However, Marian will be most 
remembered for her positive at-
titude, kindness and compassion 
for others.    She was quick to 
drop off videos, books or favorite 
foods to friends in times of ill-
ness or discomfort.  Marian also 
loved delighting her dear nieces 
and nephews with gifts to inspire 
learning and creativity.  Marian 
saw the best in everyone and 
made close friends wherever she 
adventured.

Marian is survived by Milton 
Finger, her husband of 46 years, 
a sister and four bothers, and by 
her children Dr. Erik Brian Finger 
and Alicia Maura Finger.

Marian’s Celebration of Life 
Memorial will take place on Sat-
urday, November 13, beginning 
at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary of 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
located at 2020 5th Street, Liver-
more, California. This will be 
followed by a reception in the 
Fellowship Hall.

In lieu of flowers the family 
urges contributions to Hope Hos-
pice and/or the Building Fund of 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
remembrance of Marian.

John (Johnny) 
Russell Hyde

John Hyde was born on Febru-
ary 10, 1949 in Berkeley and died 
at home in Pleasanton on October 
18, 2010 where he had lived for 
the last 10 years.  John was raised 
in Alameda and attended Franklin 
and Haight Elementary Schools, 
and Alameda High School class 
of 1967.  He received his AA 
degree from Laney College and 
attended Hayward State.  He was 
employed by Alameda Hospital 
until his death, where he worked 
in radiology and was admired by 

his co-workers and developed 
lasting friendships which he 
considered family.

Johnny’s lifelong passion was 
cars and he was a true car nut.  He 
was an aficionado of both model 
and classis cars, and particularly 
enjoyed the cars of his youth 
from the 50’s and 60’s.

John is survived by his loving 
sister, Kathleen Holstead (Ray) 
of San Francisco.  He also leaves 
behind four nephews, Robert 
Holstead of San Bruno, Edward 
Holstead (Lyn) of Castro Val-
ley, Andre DeKelver of Seattle, 
WA, and Russell DeKelver of 
San Diego, and several cousins.  
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, John Russell & Florence 
B. Hyde, and his sister Kristin 
Hyde-DeKelver (George).

A memorial service was held 
October 23 at Graham-Hitch 
Mortuary  in Pleasanotn.  Burial 
was private.  

The family asks that gifts in 
memory of John be given to the 
charity of  choice.

Thomas (Don) George
Don George passed away 

peacefully on Tuesday, Oct. 
19, 2010 at the age of 84. He 
was surrounded by his loving 
daughters.  

Don was born in El Paso, 
Texas on May 30, 1926, the only 
son of Margaret and Millard 
George. He was raised in Texas, 
New Mexico, Mexico, and San 
Francisco until his parents settled 
in the East Bay community of El 
Cerrito.  After graduating from El 
Cerrito High School in 1944, Don 
served his country in the Pacific 
during WWII.  He attended the 
Univ. of California at Berkeley 
and, afterward, worked for many 
decades as an accountant, a job 
that took him to Texas, New 
York, and, eventually, back to 
the Bay Area.  

Although Don traveled over-

seas only during the war years, he 
absolutely loved long road trips 
and camping out with family and 
friends.  He was well known for 
his kindness, his generosity, and 
his sense of humor.  His passion 
for watching NFL football games 
on television and his great affec-
tion for the Dallas Cowboys was 
legendary.  

Don is survived by his daugh-
ters Debbie Ault and Lisa Glasser, 
two son-in-laws, Rich and John, 
and two grandchildren, Kate and 
Andy.  

A Memorial Service was held 
Oct. 23 at Callaghan Mortuary.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the American Red 
Cross.

Edward A. Giovannoni
Livermore resident Ed passed 

away, unexpectedly at home, on 
Wednesday, October 20, 2010. 
He was born April, 13, 1943 
in San Francisco, CA. He was 
preceded in death by his parents 
Edward and Florence Giovan-
noni and his sister Pat Bacci.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 40 years Martha 
Giovannoni, his children Eddie 
Giovannoni (Debbie) of Utah 
and Jason Giovannoni (Meridith) 
of Livermore, daughter Raquel 
Giovannoni Ketchum (Bret) of 
Livermore. He absolutely loved 
his five grandsons Sean, Bryce, 
Hunter, Devin and Brayden. This 
past summer he arranged for his 
wife, children and grandchildren 
to all be together for a family 
vacation in Los Cabos. It was a 
dream vacation for him.

Ed is also survived by his 
brother Brian Giovannoni, sisters 
Judi Frederick and  Joy Giovan-
noni, St. Joseph’s of Carondelet. 
He will be dearly missed by his 
father-in-law Art Velasquez, 
sister-in-law Linda Gancos and 
brothers-in-law; David and Joe 
Velasquez.

A memorial mass to celebrate 
his life was held on  October 25, 
2010 at  St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church in Livermore.

Donations may be made to the 
charity of  choice.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

David R. Webb Jr.
Livermore resident David R. 

Webb Jr. died suddenly Tuesday, 
Oct. 19, 2010 after suffering a 
heart attack at home. 

He had a passion for golf and a 
great sense of humor.  David was 
born in Lynchburg, VA on Nov. 
28, 1945. He relocated to CA in 
1965.  He worked at Safeway 
until he retired in 2005.

David is preceded in death 
by his only son David R.Webb 
III and is survived by his loving 
wife Joan, daughter Diane (Bob) 
Hicks, daughter in-law Michelle 
Webb Morioka and granddaugh-
ter Amanda Horne.

A memorial service was held 
Oct. 27 at Callaghan Mortuary, 
in Livermore. Donations may 
be made to the American Heart 
Association.

Maurice f. Goff
Born June 14, 1942, in San 

Francisco California to George 

and Kathleen Goff, Maurice 
passed away on October 12, 
2010. 

He was known to his family as 
Rice and to many of his friends 
as Maury or Mo. He grew up in 
Castro Valley. He was a member 
of the Boy Scouts and the Native 
Sons of the Golden West. Mau-
rice proudly served our country 
in the U.S. Army and was a Viet 
Nam Veteran.  He served with 
the Fighting 7th FDS. Once out 
of the Army he worked mainly 
as a pressman. Maurice enjoyed 
spending time with his family as 
well as researching his family 
genealogy.

Maurice is survived by his 
sister Linda Palmer (Tom), a 
brother George Goff (Angelia), 
his nieces Catherine Finkbeiner 
(Wayne) and Virginia Stafford 
(Ben), his nephew Evan Goff, 
two great nephews and three 
great nieces. 

Maurice’s life was celebrated 
October 26 at Our Lady of Grace 
Catholic Church,  Castro Valley.

In lieu of flowers please con-
sider making a gift in Maurice’s 
memory to the charity of  choice 
or the Tri-Valley Haven Food 
Pantry, Livermore, CA (http://
www.trivalleyhaven.org/get-
help.html).

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

 

Attendance at any of our pub-
lic Budget Committee meetings 
or at any of the Board meetings 
where we discussed the budget 
would have answered their ques-
tions and educated them to the 
realities of public agencies in 
the current economic environ-
ment. In addition to her many 
years experience on the LARPD 
Board, Maryalice Faltings is cur-
rently the LARPD representative 
to the Alameda County Special 
Districts Association, sits on the 
Board of Directors of the Califor-
nia Association of Recreation and 
Park Districts where she has been 
President of the Association, and 
is the Tri-Valley representative to 
the Alameda County Park, Rec-
reation and Historical Commis-
sion. Let’s not lose the expertise 
she has by selecting people in 
her place who do not have any 
experience with running a park 
district.

Motivations
Matt Sullivan
Pleasanton

Former Tri-Valley Herald 
editor Tim Hunt should fully 
disclose his motivations for 
slamming Councilmember Cindy 
McGovern and me in his October 
24th column. The Pleasanton 
Gardens Senior Housing Task 
Force has advocated closing the 
privately owned facility and hav-
ing the City build a replacement 
at taxpayers’ expense. McGovern 
has raised important questions 
about razing the facility, but the 
task force would like the property 
“donated” to the city who could 
then sell it to help fund the new 
facility. Since proponents of this 
are primarily real estate interests 
and housing advocates, perhaps 
Hunt can explain what they have 
in mind for the property after the 
senior facility is gone? Perhaps 
Hunt should also disclose wheth-
er he works on behalf of develop-
ers lobbying Councilmember’s 
behind closed doors to support 
residential development?

Hunt also repeats the tired 
mantra that if you oppose the 
Chamber of Commerce you are 
anti-business. As a long time 
Councilmember, it’s my opinion 
that the Chamber leadership 
is more interested in political 
power than they are in sustain-

able economic development. 
We need an honest conversation 
about economic development 
during this time of recession. 
But I don’t believe we will get it 
from the Chamber leadership or 
Tim Hunt.

faltings, Coomber, Turner
Ayn Wieskamp
Livermore

Please join me in support-
ing Maryalice Faltings, Bob 
Coomber, and Laureen Turner for 
the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District Board.

Maryalice and I have worked 
together to develop parks, trails 
and recreation programs for 
many years. Her park and recre-
ation experience is invaluable.

Bob Coomber is on the East 
Bay Regional Park District Ad-
visory Committee and is an out-
standing advocate for improving 
access to our parks. He is eager 
to develop outdoor activities to 
improve youth fitness.

Laureen Turner appreciates 
the parks, trails, and programs 
her family has enjoyed and wants 
to get involved. She is energetic 
and eager to develop additional 
affordable family programs.

On November 2nd, please 
vote for Faltings, Coomber, and 
Turner for the LARPD Board.

 
foresight & Courage
John Miller
Livermore

Some Democrats are going to 
sit out this election because Pres. 
Obama hasn't done all they want. 
How childish. Did Obama do all 
I wanted? No. But half a loaf is 
better than none.

Obama's progressive accom-
plishments are many. To wit: 
health care (not perfect, but a 
start) reform; financial and regu-
latory reform; improved student 
loan policies (my grandkids love 
that); expanded consumer protec-
tion laws and mandated increase 
in auto milage per gallon. He has 
ended combat operations in Iraq 
and promised withdrawal from 
Afghanistan next year. 

He has rescued the financial 
system and prevented an auto 
industry collapse. Lastly, the 
stock market, a harbinger of fu-
ture economic health, has made 
the most dramatic post-recession 
recovery in 70 years. According 

to Bloomberg News financial 
writer Nikolaj Gammelltoft, 
President Obama "has presided 
over the biggest (stock market) 
rally during the start of a presi-
dency since Franklin Roosevelt 
in the 1930's." Oh, and those 
much maligned TARP funds ap-
proved by former Pres. Bush and 
supported by both Republicans 
and Democrats, turns out that 
the government earned 8.2% 
return on the TARP investment. 
"TARP has been a great success," 
said Todd Petzel, official with 
Offit Capital Advisors in New 
York City.

Thank you President Obama 
for your foresight and courage.

See 'Tillman Story'
Fred Norman
Pleasanton

I urge your readership to see 
the documentary "The Tillman 
Story" playing at the Vine Cin-
ema for one week only starting 
this Friday, October 29. Look it 
up. Read about it. It's a shock-
ing story about how Americans 
are sometimes treated by their 
government. It's a sickening story 
about how an all-American sol-
dier was treated by his own army. 
And it's a poignant story about 
the suffering of one American 
family caused by the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan and the strength 
of that family to fight against the 
immorality of their oppressors.

Only 50 prints of this movie 
were made for the entire country. 
The Vine Cinema has one. For 
one week only. Please see it.

 
Pleasanton’s Best
Margo Tarver
Pleasanton

Cindy McGovern and Karla 
Brown have been endorsed by 
The Independent, The Valley 
Times and The Tri-Valley Herald. 
The editorials announcing these 
endorsements gave solid reason-
ing to support them. Number 
one, in my book, is that they 
listen to the citizens and act in 
our behalf. Both McGovern and 
Brown have demonstrated this in 
multiple instances. Hosterman, 
Cook-Callio and Thorne choose 
to turn a deaf ear to the residents 
when it suits them. In my book, 
that constitutes a breach of trust 
and negligence for an elected 

representative. This should not 
be tolerated. 

Cindy McGovern and Karla 
Brown will not forget that they 
are elected to serve the residents. 
Please vote to retain the quality 
of life we have come to enjoy in 
Pleasanton with a vote for Cindy 
McGovern for Mayor and Karla 
Brown for City Council.

Vote for Piderit
Jeff Dormer
Pleasanton Business Owner 
and Parent

Pleasanton Unified School 
District is lucky in many ways: 
dedicated teachers, hard-work-
ing students, passionate parents, 
experienced management, and 
open-minded union leadership. 
With so much to celebrate and 
protect, PUSD Board members 
must navigate carefully when 
guiding our district through cur-
rent financial challenges. They 
each must examine the value 
of existing programs, weigh the 
risks and rewards of new ideas, 
and dare to innovate while seek-
ing lasting solutions for all Pleas-
anton students. 

Among the three excellent 
candidates, Sandy Piderit is 
uniquely qualified to offer fresh 
perspective as a board member. 
Sandy and her family moved to 
California in 2007, bringing with 
her a decade of teaching experi-
ence, a passion for education, 
and an outsider’s clear view of 
the challenges facing our district. 
I’ve been impressed with her 
thoughtfulness and engagement 
during district budget negotia-
tions and during the superinten-
dent search. I share with her a 
belief that Pleasanton Unified 
can be a model for creative 
solutions to California’s educa-
tion challenges, combining our 
proud legacy of excellence with 
open-minded, clear-eyed in-
novation. Join me in voting for 
Sandy Piderit for School Board 
Nov. 2nd.

Chamber Has Voice
Dave Bouchard
Pleasanton

I am at once befuddled and 
bemused at Pleasanton City 
Councilman Matt Sullivan’s 
constant hand-wringing over the 
Pleasanton Chamber’s involve-

ment in local politics. Sullivan 
bemoans the fact that the busi-
ness community’s collective 
voice when it comes to electing 
city council members has been 
successful. He would rather busi-
ness sit on the sidelines while 
a small percentage of residents 
decide its fate, electing those 
who will vote on critical matters 
impacting the local economy. 

As a sitting council member, 
Sullivan should know that busi-
ness contributes over 60% of 
what drives the health and well-
being of our community, mostly 
in the form of sales and property 
taxes. To infer the business com-
munity should not have an opin-
ion and not support candidates is 
naïve. He should suggest that to 
the PTA and teachers union when 
it comes to electing our school 
board members.

McGovern for Mayor
Lou Astbury
Pleasanton

I have observed Cindy Mc-
Govern during her tenure on 
Pleasanton City Council. She 
asks intelligent questions. She 
is respectful of all citizens. She 
is balanced in making decisions 
that always are in the best over-
all interests of Pleasanton. Most 
importantly she is not indebted to 
special interest groups. While this 
has limited her campaign funding, 
we can count on her leadership to 
independently reflect what is best 
for our community. It is time for 
a change. We need a Mayor that 
can responsibly deal with the is-
sues faced by Pleasanton in the 
coming years. Please support her 
grass roots campaign effort and 
vote for McGovern as Mayor of 
Pleasanton

Brown for Council
Anne Childs
Pleasanton

I enthusiastically support 
Karla Brown for City Council. 
I met Karla a few years ago 
while I was collecting petition 
signatures to referend the Oak 
Grove ridgeline development 
project and ban further ridgeline 
construction. Karla was commit-
ted to doing all of the hard work 
that was needed to research and 
bring these issues to a public 

vote. She succeeded against 
well-funded, persistent, profes-
sionally-organized opponents, 
and maintained her good humor 
and positive energy throughout. 
I also admire her for highlighting 
economic revitalization among 
her campaign goals. Filling com-
mercial vacancies will be good 
for all of Pleasanton, and her 
focus on this issue shows good 
sense. Along with Cindy Mc-
Govern as Mayor, Karla Brown’s 
election to the City Council will 
be a win for nonpartisan interests 
and truly representative local 
government.

Vote for McGovern & 
Brown
Brian and Christine Bourg
Pleasanton

We are voting for Cindy Mc-
Govern for mayor and Karla 
Brown for city council. They 
are the only candidates who do 
not take political contributions 
from special interests - especially 
landowners or developers who 
seek to influence the decisions of 
local councilmembers. Cindy is 
a proven leader - always respon-
sive to the interests of the citizens 
of Pleasanton - not to developers' 
interests. Together Cindy and 
Karla worked to keep houses 
from spoiling our ridgelines and 
when elected will continue to 
work to insure permanent protec-
tion of our hills.

Brown for Council
Matt Morrison
Pleasanton

Please join me in voting Karla 
Brown for Pleasanton City Coun-
cil. Karla favors planning deci-
sions that originate from a con-
sensus of Pleasanton’s citizens 
– not outside interests! As Karla’s 
treasurer I can validate that 100% 
of contributions to Karla’s cam-
paign are from Pleasanton. 

Residents support Karla’s 
principled stances respecting the 
value of Pleasanton’s surround-
ing undisturbed open spaces and 
scenic resources. Karla is also 
an independent businesswoman 
smart enough to shape the Pleas-
anton of tomorrow in balance 
with Pleasanton’s small-town 
pace of life. Please vote Karla 
Brown for City Council.

(continued from page 6)
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fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443055
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:BMS Con-
struction, 637 Falcon Way, 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Brian Matthew Starkovich, 
637 Falcon Way, Livermore 
Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Brian Matthew Starkovich
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 21, 2010. Ex-
pires September 21, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2864. Publish October 7, 
14, 21, 28,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 442835
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Tri-Valley Electri-
cal Services, 540 Fontonett 

Ave., Livermore Ca 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Troy D. Donoghue, 540 Fon-
tonett Ave., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Troy Donoghue
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 15, 2010. Ex-
pires September 15, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2867. Publish October 7, 
14, 21, 28,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443283
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Tri-Valley 
Management, LLC., 7026 Koll 
Center Parkway #213, Pleas-
anton Ca 94566 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Tri-Valley Management, LLC., 
7026 Koll Center Parkway 
#213, Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:a Limited liability com-
pany
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 

fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on September 
24, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Brian Curl
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  September 24, 2010. Ex-
pires  September 24, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2868. Publish October 7, 14,  
21, 28, 2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443168
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Simply Clean 
Windows, 6127 Corte Pa-
dre, Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jamie Lewis, 6127 Corte Pa-
dre, Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jamie M. Lewis
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 23, 2010. Ex-
pires September 23, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2869. Publish October 7, 
14, 21, 28,  2010.

STATEMENT Of
 ABANDONMENT

 Of USE Of 
fICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
fILE NO. 400858

The following person(s) has 
(have) Abandoned The Use 
of The Fictitious Business 
Name:
illtradeit.com, 7310 Joshua 
Circle, Pleasanton Ca 94588
The Fictitious Business Name 
Statement was filed on Sep-
tember 11, 2007 in the County 
of Alameda.
The Name of the Registrants 
are:
Amy Elizabeth Burchett, 7310 
Joshua Circle, Pleasanton 
Ca 94588
Jonathan Marc Burchett, 7310 
Joshua Circle, Pleasanton 
Ca 94588
This business was conducted 
by:Husband & wife
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Amy and Jon Burchett
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 7, 2010. The 
Independent Legal No. 2870. 
Publish October 7, 14, 21, 
28, 2010. 

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 442583
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Swapola, 
3958 Kern Ct., Pleasanton Ca 

94588 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Amy Elizabeth Burchett, 
3958 Kern Ct., Pleasanton 
Ca 94588
Jonathan Marc Burchett, 
3958 Kern Ct., Pleasanton 
Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Amy and Jon Burchett
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 7, 2010. Ex-
pires September 7, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2871. Publish October 7, 
14, 21, 28,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443108
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Yamada Group, 
1451 Groth Circle, Pleasanton 
Ca 94566 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
David Yoshito Yamada, 1451 
Groth Circle, Pleasanton Ca 
94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 

or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David Yoshito Yamada
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 22, 2010. Ex-
pires September 22, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2873. Publish October 21, 
28, November 4, 11,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443109
The following person(s) doing 
business as:V.E.P.A. (Vehicle 
Enhancement Products & 
Accessories), 1451 Groth 
Circle, Pleasanton Ca 94566 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
David Yoshito Yamada, 1451 
Groth Circle, Pleasanton Ca 
94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:David Yoshito Yamada
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 22, 2010. Ex-
pires September 22, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2874. Publish October  21, 
28, November 4, 11,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443388
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Bamblue 
Fabrics, 4560 Sierrawood 
Lane, Pleasanton CA 94588 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Carolyn Ahmad, 4560 Sier-
rawood Lane, Pleasanton 
Ca 94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Carolyn Ahmad
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 29, 2010. Ex-
pires September 29, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2875. Publish October 14, 
21, 28, November 4,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443675
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Heavenly Treat-
ment Massage, 60 Fenton 
St #11, Livermore Ca 94550 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Catherine Paczocha, 1585 
Buttercup Ct., Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual

The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on September 
15, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Catherine Paczocha
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  October 7, 2010. Expires  
October 7, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2876. Publish October 14,  21, 
28, November 4, 2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443776
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Artistry Millworks, 
5885 La Ribera Street Ste B, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Alexis Lane Goldberg, 118 
Hardy Circle, Pleasant Hill 
Ca 94523
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 1, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Alexis L. Goldberg
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  October 8, 2010. Expires  
October 8, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2878. Publish October  21, 28, 
November 4, 11, 2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443436
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Mr. Pickles Dub-
lin, 7112 Dublin Blvd., Dublin 
Ca 94568 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Michael J. McKenna, 623 
Old Oak Rd., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Michael J. McKenna
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 30, 2010. Ex-
pires September 30, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2879. Publish October  21, 
28, November 4,  11, 2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444087
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Gold Mountain 
Beverages Plus, 2778 Maria 
St., Pleasanton Ca 94588 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Hallin Mark Burgan. 2778 
Maria St., Pleasanton Ca 
94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
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migration, and Wall St. reform.
There were questions about 

the Bush tax cuts, which expire 
this year, Social Security, how to 
get bipartisan action in Congress, 
and an overview of environmen-
tal issues and green energy.

The candidates also were 
offered the chance to bring up 
any thoughts not covered by the 
questions. Their responses appear 
in alphabetical order.

GARY CLIFT
Gary Clift lives on a farm that 

he owns in Solano County, near 
Dixon and Vacaville. He grows 
vegetables and tree fruits. He has 
worked for state government as a 
manager at Folsom state prison, 
and as an assistant to undersec-
retaries in the Pete Wilson and 
Gray Davis administrations. He 
also has been a commercial real 
estate broker.

Clift said that he would deal 
with the deficit by cutting spend-
ing  in all areas. “I would start 
with the overseas military and 
overseas aid.” The United States 
doesn’t have the money to give 
$2 billion to Pakistan with its 
military.

“I’d like to bring the troops 
home from Iraq. That war has 
not gone well.” He opposed 
the invasion of Iraq. “We threw 
away a trillion dollars. We could 
have spent the money here better 
for hospitals, schools and better 
water.”

As for the future U.S. policy 
in Iraq, Clift said that that the 
United States is seen as the ene-
my there. He said that he is aware 
of Iraq culture, having lived in 
the nation while growing up. His 
father held a U.S. government job 
there, and in other nations.

Clift wants to see Iraq and the 
international community pay the 
bills. He said that U.S. firms don’t 
want to develop oil there, because 
of the risk. The Chinese have 
approached Iraq about natural 
gas drilling.

In Afghanistan, Clift doesn’t 
think the United States is com-
mitted to winning the war. “If the 
war is necessary, the international 
community needs to pick it up, 
not the U.S.”

The money for the Afghani-
stan war  would be better spent 
in our own country. The cost of 
the war doesn’t even count what 
we will have to pay to take care 
of veterans for the next 60 or 70 
years who suffered  injuries in 
this war.

On the health care law, Clift 
stated, “The American public 
decided it wants a safety net 
where it can obtain health care. 
I don’t think it will be possible 
to repeal it. We can find a way 
to make it work.” It won’t work 
with the current legislation that 
was passed, he said.

“We need a simpler system.” 
He suggested that just as all insur-
ance companies pool their money 
so none fail in a big disaster, so 
too, health insurance companies 
could pay into a big fund so that 
all companies share the burden 
if they have to take people with 
pre-existing conditions.

“I don’t think taking money 
out of Medicare (to make the 
rest of the health bill work) will 
work. It will impact Medi-Care. 
The government says it is cutting 
out unnecessary tests (and saving 
money). I don’t know anyone 
who doesn’t think they need a 
test. That’s where people formed 
the idea that Congress wanted to 
ration health care.”

Clift said he is not sure that 
the economy can be stimulated 
by creating government jobs. 
“What happens next year, when 
you need the money again. The 
stimulus was approved to help 
Democrats.”

Clift does not support the 
federal administration of educ-
tion. “Money for schools is better 
spent at the state level. The fed-
eral government budgets $50 bil-

lion for education. “If you spent 
10 percent of that in California, 
or $5 billion, you could do a lot 
more with that money.”

Clift said that illegal immigra-
tion should be stopped. It would 
take the military. “We have to be 
more active with border patrols. 
We are not aggressive when it 
comes to deportation.”

Wall Street reforms have been 
enough. “We did not hold people 
accountable to follow the laws we 
had in place before the financial 
problems. If we required more 
accountability within the banking 
system, we would not have had 
all the financial problems.”

On the Bush tax cuts, Clift 
said, “I am not running to raise 
taxes on anyone. Enough spend-
ing can be cut to establish a bal-
anced budget.”

On Social Security, “reform 
is good, in the sense of making 
it last. It should not be cut. We 
have a commitment to people.” 
He would explore raising the age 
where benefits “click in, so the 
fund could be self-sustaining.”

Asked about bipartisan sup-
port, Clift said that the House 
has accomplished a lot  without 
bipartisan support. “You need the 
leaders of the House to sit down 
and work together. No one is 
held accountable, because they 
keep getting elected over and 
over again.”

Everyone supports green en-
ergy, said Clift. “I don’t think 
that government subsidies and 
mandates create it. When there 
is incentive to make money, we 
will have the best green energy 
in the world.”

Many solar and wind compo-
nents are made offshore. Why? 
“Is labor too expensive; are laws 
on business too restrictive; or 
both,” he asked.

JEREMY CLOWARD
Jeremy Cloward lives in 

Pleasant Hill. He teaches political 
science at Diablo Valley College 
and at the Walnut Creek satellite 
campus of Chapman University, 
which has its main campus in 
Southern California.

Cloward said he is running 
as a Green because the most 
important issues are not being 
addressed by the Democrats or 
Republicans. 

To eliminate the national debt, 
Cloward said, “We need to see 
where we are overspending.” The 
main debt problem is generated 
by the military.

“I’m not anti-military. My dad 
was a captain in the U.S. military, 
and five of my six uncles were in 
the military. Now the base mili-
tary budget is $690 billion. When 
you include other programs, such 
as nuclear weapons, homeland 
security, interest on past military 
spending, and care for injured 
vets, the actual military budget 
is over $1.2 trillion. That’s one-
third of our $3 trillion federal 
budget.”

There is not enough tax reve-
nue to fund that budget. Cloward 
would cut the military budget 
down to $100 billion, still more 
than second-place China at $70 
billion. “Even if you cut the base 
military budget by six-sevenths 
or the total budget by nine-tenths, 
we’d still be No. 1 in the world 
in military spending.”

Cloward doesn’t support the 
health care law. “It’s better than 
what Republicans proposed. It’s 
good not to turn people away 
with a pre-existing condition. 
However, we need to have uni-
versal free health care. It would 
be one of my first bills, in the first 
10 days, if I were elected.”

Cloward said that $8,000 per 
year is spent on each person in 
the United States for health care, 
about one-half from private sec-
tor and one-half by the govern-
ment. Canada spends $4500 per 
person. It’s clear that most of the 
money is already there in the pub-
lic sector in the United States.

As for the federal stimulus 
package, more needs to be done. 
“The stimulus package was 
probably the only option we had. 
When you read what most econo-
mists have to say, they’ll tell you 
that you get out of a recession by 
spending your way out.” That 
was how it worked in the 1930s 
with the Great Depression.

Cloward would take the mon-
ey slashed from the military 
budget and put it into sectors 
that would generate more jobs, 
including universal education 
and day care.

By ending the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars, and closing the 
hundreds of U.S. foreign bases, 
there would be great savings. 
Also eliminating private security, 
and using regular troops, would 
save money.

U.S. policy toward Afghani-
stan is not appropriate. “It’s a 
sovereign country. It should be 
allowed to develop and function 
as it sees fit.” Ask people in the 
United States why Afghanistan 
was invaded, you will receive 
three or four different answers.

“We are in Afghanistan be-
cause of large natural gas re-
serves in the Caspian Sea. It’s 
about a pipeline.”

The Iraq war should end as 
soon as possible. The original 
rationale  concerning weapons of 
mass destruction has been proven 
false long ago. “They did not ex-
ist. Then the rationale switched to 
‘spread democracy.’”

Cloward does not support No 
Child Left Behind. “I don’t know 
all the details of that bill. I always 
support more K-12 money and 
more for university teachers.”

On il legal immigration, 
Cloward said it’s obvious to him 
that  immigrants are here to work. 
“They are part of our economic 
system. They mow our lawns, 
pour concrete, and undertake the 
stoop labor that not many middle 
class people want to provide. It’s 
hypocritical not to offer them the 
benefits of citizenship.”

Reforms targeting Wall Street 
have not gone far enough.  “They 
never should have been allowed 
self-regulation. There has been 
an increase  since the 1980s.”

“I’m proposing that instead of 
saying ‘let’s regulate Wall Street,’ 
let’s have a living wage of $20 
per hour nationally, instead of the 
$6.65 we have now.”

The current wage works out 
to $12,000 a year. That is not 
enough to live on. Cloward said 
his proposal would amount to 
$36,000 annually.

There would be fallout from 
the change. Conservatives would 
say it is inflationary. Others 
would say jobs would be out-
sourced. “I propose we limit 
all corporate pay, all CEOs, to 
$250,000 annually. There would 
be no reason to be concerned 
about whether there is enough 
money to go around.

“Until we pass a law saying 
that American corporations can-
not outsource jobs, change won’t 
take place. Until you do, U.S. 
corporations wave the flag, and 
have products made in Mexico 
and Indonesia, with call centers 
in India.”

The Bush tax cuts should 
not be left in place for the rich. 
They should be left intact for the 
middle class. “The rich need to 
pay their fair share. They take 
plenty.”

Social Security should not be 
reformed, if it means privatized. 
It’s “largely mythology to say 
Social Security will run out of 
money. You can’t really know if 
it will run out. If it does, there is 
trouble.”   

Cloward would not oppose 
a rise in the Social Security tax 
to keep the fund stable. That 
may have to happen, with fewer 
people coming along in Genera-
tion X, and more in the Boomer 
Generation retiring.

Asked about the secret to 

bipartisan action in Congress, 
Cloward said, “I don’t know. I 
do think the Democrats and Re-
publicans are similar enough so 
that issues ought to be resolved. 
They fight over fairly minor 
things. There should not be such 
conflicts.”

Asked if Greens could work 
with the two major parties, he 
stated, “If I were elected to Con-
gress, I would find problems with 
the majority of those in office, 
but I could find common ground 
with some.”

Asked about environmental 
policy and green energy, Cloward 
said, “It is not a big part of my 
platform at all. One thing that 
hurts the Green Party is that too 
often people don’t know about it. 
They think about the Greens as an 
environmental party.”

However, people talk about 
needing jobs and making edu-
cation more affordable. While 
Greens work for a sustainable 
future and being intelligent about 
the environment, “to me the 
Green Party is a working person’s 
party. It’s tailored to that.”

JOHN GARAMENDI
Prior to winning the 10th 

Congressional District seat in 
a special election in November 
2009, Rep. John Garamendi was 
California lieutenant-governor. 
Earlier in his career he served 
in the Assembly and the state 
Senate.

Garamendi was the first state 
insurance commissioner, in of-
fice from 1991-95, and again 
from 2003-07. During President 
Clinton’s administration, he held 
the post of U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of the Interior for two years.

Garamendi said that dealing 
with the deficit involves various 
things. One is the Democrats’ 
restoration of the pay/go program 
that Congress terminated in 2002. 
Any new expenditure must be 
linked to a financial balance that 
shows revenue to pay for it and/or 
cuts to offset the expense.

Another is the passage of 
laws to reduce the deficit. This 
included such things as the Wall 
Street reform, health care, and 
the significant cost containment 
in them. Over time, that will lead 
to a reduction of the deficit, ac-
cording to Garamendi.

Growing the economy is an-
other piece of the puzzle. The 
deficit will not be reduced if the 

economy does not grow. One 
effort to grow the economy is  
“Make It In America” legislation 
supported by Garamendi. It re-
quires that any purchase of a bus 
or train using federal tax money 
must be made in America, unless 
it costs 25 percent more (than the 
competition). Keeping the jobs in 
America has a multiplier effect 
on the economy.

There is a similar provision 
for components for wind and so-
lar power, with a gradual step-up 
over four years to obtain 100 per-
cent of the materials used in the 
components made in America.

Another significant law passed 
by the current Congress allows 
the 100 percent write-off of 
capital investments for American 
businesses. That is supposed 
to stimulate the economy and 
set businesses on a course for 
manufacturing and the ability to 
produce things, explained Ga-
ramendi.

“Part of that law provides $30 
billion of capital to community 
banks, not Wall Street,” said Ga-
ramendi.

Garamendi voted for the 
Health Care bill. He said that if 
the Republicans gain control of 
Congress, they want to repeal 
it, including the patients’ bill of 
rights. “The bill of rights ends 
discriminatory practices of in-
surance companies, where they 
can kick off from the policy the 
people who become sick.”

On No Child Left Behind, 
Garamendi said that the federal 
government should pay for what 
it mandates for school districts. 
Testing should be broader, to 
include a wider range of subject 
matter and intellectual develop-
ment.

“The most important invest-
ment is in education. It creates 
future economic growth and 
social justice.”

Garamendi does not support 
the military surge in Afghanistan. 
“We need a plan to deal with ter-
rorism that recognizes that Kar-
zai and the Taliban will reach an 
accommodation. Our current en-
emy, the Taliban, will be friends 
with the Karzai government. We 
need to deal specifically with ter-
rorism. It’s found now in Pakistan 
and Somalia.”

In Iraq, the United States 
should continue its military dis-
engagement, and provide social 
and economic support to Iraq.

The problem in Iraq is oil. 

About 15 to 18 percent of the 
U.S. military budget goes to pro-
tecting the Straits of Hormuz, the 
passage for oil shipments. The 
expenditure is $120 billion. That 
does not count the financing for 
the nearby Iraq war, said Gara-
mendi, who serves on the House 
Armed Services Committee.

“That takes us back to a for-
mer energy policy. Bush’s policy 
was an oil policy. He tried to 
secure the energy. In my view, the 
Iraq war is really about oil.”

On immigration, Garamendi 
said, “The one thing that Presi-
dent Bush was right about was 
the Kennedy-McCain bill. We 
need a comprehensive plan to 
protect the border, and deal with 
11 or 12 million illegals pres-
ently in America. Make them 
pay a fine. If they want to stay, 
put them on a path so they are 
here legally. Some may want to 
become citizens. They should be 
able to get in the back of the line 
(and wait their turn).”

The Wall Street reforms are 
a good thing, and the best that 
could be passed without Repub-
lican support, said Garamendi. 
There is greater scrutiny by the 
federal government and by the 
Federal Reserve of Wall Street 
activity. There was the establish-
ment of a consumer protection 
agency. These are all very good 
things. In addition, Wall Street 
will have to pay for the next 
bail-out.”

Garamendi added that his rec-
ommendation was not adopted, 
namely separate the banks from 
the insurance companies and 
investment banks.

On the Bush tax cuts, Gara-
mendi said he supports President 
Obama’s plan. It reduces every-
one’s taxes on the first $250,000 
of income. Above that, there 
would be a higher tax rate.

Social Security should not 
be privatized. “That would be 
a disaster for seniors. It should 
remain as it is today. It’s a pro-
gram that is the foundation for 
safe and secure retirement. There 
are many ways to modify Social 
Security, but we don’t need to 
do it now.”

The secret to bipartisan coop-
eration in Congress is up to the 
Republicans. “They need to stop 
saying ‘no.’ Republicans have 
developed the strategy to stop 
President Obama from accom-
plishing anything.”

10TH DISTRICT
(continued from page one)

McNerney Endorsements
Eighty-six local Republicans 

offered their endorsements of 
Congressman Jerry McNerney 
(CA-11).  Leading this newest 
group of Republicans to endorse 
Congressman McNerney are 
Danville Town Councilmember 
Robert Storer, former Tracy 
Councilmember Woody Souza, 
Stockton Port Commissioner Ron 
Coale, Treasurer-Tax Collector 
of San Joaquin County Shabbir 
Khan, and South San Joaquin Ir-
rigation District Board Member 
Bob Schultz.

This group of Republicans 
includes dozens of individuals 
from across the 11th Congres-
sional District.

One hundred local veterans 
offered their strong endorsement 
of Congressman Jerry McNer-
ney (CA-11) forming the 100 
Veterans for McNerney group 
in support of his re-election.  In 
addition, two high profile veter-
ans groups, Veterans’ Vision and 
Veterans and Military Families 
for Progress, also endorsed Con-
gressman McNerney.

Congressman McNerney  is 
the author of a new law to im-
prove care for service members 
returning home with traumatic 
brain injuries.  He helped secure a 
new veterans’ medical facility for 
our area and also led the charge 

for provisions, passed by the 
House with bipartisan support, 
to increase pay for our men and 
women serving in combat.

Harmer Endorsed
The Tea Party has endorsed 

candidates for Congress in the 
state of California.

According to the press release, 
the criteria for endorsement by 
the Tea Party Express includes 
a variety of factors inclulding 
commitment to consitutional 
conservative principles, the attri-
butes of the individual candidates 
running, and a viable campaign 
that has attracted significant sup-
port from the voters.

 In local races, the Tea Party 
endorsed Republican David 
Harmer in the 11th Congressional 
District race. 

Early Voting
The Alameda County Regis-

trar of Voters will be open for 
early voting on Saturday, October 
30 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.   The 
office is currently open for early 
voting Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

In addition, voting will be 
offered at the Registrar’s of-
fice on Election Day, Tuesday, 
November 2, 2010, from 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.

The Registrar of Voters of-
fice is located in the basement of 
the Rene C. Davidson Alameda 

County Courthouse at 1225 Fal-
lon Street, Oakland. 

Voters seeking to vote on 
Saturday, October 30 will be able 
to enter the building through the 
12th Street entrance.

Voters with questions regard-
ing early voting may call the 
Registrar of Voters office at (510) 
272-6973.

Judge Candidates
Information regarding the 

background of the two candidates 
running for Superior Court Judge 
includes the following:

John Creighton has served for 
25 years as an Alameda County 
Deputy District Attorney. He 
is a Vietnam veteran, attended 
UC Berkeley on the GI Bill and 
earned his law degree at  USF.  

Victoria Kolakowski is cur-
rently an administrative law 
judge for the California Public 
Utilities Commission (CPUC).  
She lists over four years experi-
ence as a judge and over 20 years 
experience as a lawyer, former 
senior government lawyer,  and 
former general counsel for pub-
licly traded company.

“If I am elected, I would 
be the first openly lesbian, gay 
transgender (LGBT) superior 
court judge elected in Alameda 
County, the first openly LGBT 
person elected countywide, and 
the first transgender trial court 
judge in the United States,” she 
declares on her website.  
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act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 20, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Hallin M. Burgan
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  October 20, 2010. Expires  
October 20, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2881. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444107
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:ProActive 
IT Services, 779 Vinci Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Charles F. MrGraw, 779 Vinci 
Way, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Charles F. McGraw
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 20, 2010. Expires 
October 20, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2884. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444252
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Bay Hoods Fire 
Protection, 951 So G Street 
#B, Livermore Ca 94550 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Mike Klotovich, 951 So G 
Street #B, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 1, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mike Klotovich
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  October 25, 2010. Expires  
October 25, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2885. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

STATEMENT Of
 ABANDONMENT

 Of USE Of 
fICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
fILE NO. 376510-376513

The following person(s) has 
(have) Abandoned The Use 
of The Fictitious Business 
Name:
1)Silver Creek Realty, 2)Silver 
Creek Realty Group, 3)Silver 
Creek Real Estate, 4)Silver 
Creek Property Management, 
608 Main Street Suite F, 
Pleasanton Ca 94566
The Fictitious Business Name 
Statement was filed on March 
6, 2006 in the County of 
Alameda.
The Name of the Registrants 
are:
Steven M. Fernandes, 4165 
Amberwood Circle, Pleasan-
ton Ca 94588
Jonathan M. Arguello, 4165 
Amberwood Circle, Pleasan-
ton Ca 94588
This business was conducted 
by:Co-partners
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Steven M. Fernandes and 
Jonathan M. Arguello
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 27, 2010. The 
Independent Legal No. 2886. 
Publish October 28, Novem-
ber 4, 11, 18,  2010. 

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443332-443335
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1) Silver Creek 
Realty, 2) Silver Creek Realty 
Group, 3) Silver Creek Real 
Estate, 4) Silver Creek Prop-
erty Management, 350 Main 
Street Suite F, Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Silver Creek Realty Group, 
Inc., 350 Main Street Suite F, 
Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jonathan Arguello
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 27, 2010. Ex-
pires September 27, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2887. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

CITATION PURSUANT TO 
fAMILY CODE SECTION 
7880
SUPERIOR COURT Of 
CALIfORNIA, COUNTY Of 
fRESNO CENTRAL DIVI-
SION
Case No. 10 CE fL 01791
In the Matter of the Peti-
tion of
DEEPALI DESAI, on behalf 
of MITALI JAIN, a Minor, 
for Freedom from Parental 

Custody and Control.
THE PEOPLE OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
TO MANISH JAIN:
By Order of this Court you 
are hereby cited and required 
to appear before the judge 
presiding in Department 22 
of this Court on November 
18, 2010, at 8:30am, then and 
there to show cause, if any 
you have, why MITALI JAIN, 
born May 23, 2002, should 
not be declared free from your 
custody and control. 
Your failure, without reason-
able cause, to appear and 
abide by the Order of this 
Court will constitute a con-
tempt of this court.
Filed Oct 4, 2010
by: Gerald R. Haist
J.H. Deputy
In Propria Persona
9615 N. Wiley Court
Fresno, Ca 93720
559 443-0128
Attorney for DEEPALI DE-
SAI
The Independent  Legal 
No.2877.  Publish October 14, 
21, 28, November 4, 2010

NOTICE Of INVITING BIDS
NOTICE is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of 
the GSA-Purchasing Depart-
ment, County of Alameda, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, Suite 
907, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORkING/NORTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
fERENCE RFP #900723 for 
Employee Benefit Auditing 
Services, Tuesday, Novem-
ber 09, 2010, 10:00 a.m. 
– General Services Agency, 
1401 Lakeside Drive, 11th 
Floor, Room 1107, Oakland, 
CA NETWORkING/SOUTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
fERENCE RFP #900723 for 
Employee Benefit Auditing 
Services, Wednesday, No-
vember 10, 2010, 2:00 p.m. 
– Castro Valley Library, 3600 
Norbridge Avenue, Chabot 
Room, Castro Valley, CA 
Responses Due by 2:00 
pm on December 21, 2010 
County Contact: Evelyn 
Benzon (510) 208-9622 or 
via email: evelyn.benzon@
acgov.org Attendance at 
Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Information 
regarding the above may 
be obtained at the Alameda 
County Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org.
10/28/10
CNS-1972888#
The Independent Legal No. 
2882. Publish October 28, 
2010.

NOTICE Of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed bids will be accepted 
in the office of the Alameda 
County Community Develop-
ment Agency, 224 W. Winton 
Avenue, Suite 205, Hay-
ward, CA NETWORKING/
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
– S. COUNTY RFP/Q No. 2 
CDA NPS 10/01– ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY and WEATH-
ERIZATION CONTRACTING 
SERVICES, Friday, October 
29, 2010, at 10:00 a.m., Al-
ameda County CDA, 224 W. 
Winton Avenue, Suite 205, 
Hayward, CA NETWORKING/
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
– S. COUNTY RFP/Q No. 2 
CDA NPS 10/01 – ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY and WEATH-
ERIZATION CONTRACTING 
SERVICES, Friday, October 
29, 2010, at 1:30 p.m., Al-
ameda County CDA, 224 W. 
Winton Avenue, Suite 205, 
Hayward, CA Responses Due  
by 4:00 pm on November 
16, 2010 County Contact:  
Damien Gossett (510) 670-
6524 or via email damien.gos-
sett@acgov.org Attendance 
at Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Specifica-
tions regarding the above may 
be obtained at the Current 
Contracting Opportunities 
Internet website at www.
acgov.org.
10/28/10
CNS-1974782#
The Independent Legal No. 
2883. Publish October 28, 
2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days.  Saturdays from 9:30 
am to 1:00 pm, dogs and cats 
are available at the Pleas-
anton Farmers Market at W. 
Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
noon to 4  and the Pet Food 
Express in Livermore 1  to 4.  
Sundays, cats are at Petsmart 
in Dublin  1 to 4, and PetCo 

in San Ramon 11 to 3.  TVAR 
at  (925) 803-7043 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org.

4)fOUND

fOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 fREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

6)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET? fREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara 
925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

LOST CAT

Lost Grey Male Cat. Neu-
tered 3yrs. Lost in the area 
of Bishop Ranch Vet Center 
San Ramon. Has a Purple 
Collar with name ID of Ash. 
REWARD $200 925 846-
6939

AUTOMOTIVE
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners.  1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at  925-
243-8000

0R  www.independent-
news.com  Pay by Credit 

Card  for any Classified or 
Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 
Light housekeeping er-

rands transportation meal 
prep personal care. Please 

fax resume  
925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BUSINESS fOR SALE!! 
Established for 3 years. Will 
Train. Nets 100k. Can operate 
from anywhere. $4,400 down. 
Call Jerry 1-800-418-8250. 
(CAL*SCAN)

THINk CHRISTMAS - START 
NOW! Own a Red Hot - Dol-
lar, Dollar Plus, Mailbox or 
Discount Party Store from 
$51,900 worldwide! 100% 
Turnkey. Call Now 1-800-
518-3064. www.DRSS4.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

ATTN: COMPUTER WORk. 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up 
to $1,500 Part Time to $7,500/
mo. Full Time. Training pro-
v ided.  www.KTPGlobal .
com or call 1-888-304-2847. 
(CAL*SCAN)
WAREHOUSING TRAINEE. 
Good pay, regular raises, 
great benefits, $ for school, 
vacation. No experience 
needed. HS grads ages 17-
34. Call Mon-Fri 1-800-345-
6289. (CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIfIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

ATTN: COMPUTER WORk. 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up 
to $1,500 Part Time to $7,500/
mo. Full Time. Training pro-
v ided.  www.KTPGlobal .
com or call 1-888-304-2847. 
(CAL*SCAN)

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

Company Drivers (Solos 
& Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 
PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift (CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

33,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

ASAP! New Pay Increas-
es! 37-43 cpm. Excellent 
Benefits. Need CDL-A & 3 
months recent OTR. 1-877-
258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.
com (CAL*SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos 
& Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 
PAY *GREAT MILES *CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call:866-448-1055 
SWIFT. (CAL*SCAN)

REGIONAL CDL DRIVERS 
NEEDED! Gordon Trucking, 
Inc. Sign on bonus in some 
areas! Current Openings on 
our NCA Fleet. Home weekly 
available! Consistent Miles & 
Time off! Full Benefits, 401k. 
We have lots of Freight! www.
TeamGTI.com 1-888-832-
6484 EOE. (CAL*SCAN)

75)HELP WANTED SALES

TRAVEL, WORk, PARTY, 
PLAY! Now hiring 18-24 
guys/gals for exciting travel 
job. 2 wk pd. training. Hotel/
Transportation provided. Re-
turn guaranteed. Call today/
start today. 877-724-3713. 
(CAL*SCAN)
MERCHANDISE
111)EQUIPMENT fOR SALE
NEW Norwood SAWMILLS 
-LumberMate-Pro handles 
logs 34” diameter, mil ls 
boards 28” wide. Automated 
quick-cycle-sawing increases 
efficiency up to 40%! www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/300N 
1-800-661-7746 ext. 300N. 
(CAL*SCAN)

115)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

RAIN OR SHINE!Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

118) fREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNk
fREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara  

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  925 243-
8000 or go on-line at  www.

independentnews.com 

127) LOST/fOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
fREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

1 5 7 ) A P T / C O T T A G E /
HOUSE/RENTALS

GOT A HOUSE fOR RENT? 
Let the 33,000 households/
businesses that receive The 
Independent know about it. 
To place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOkING fOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES fOR SALE 

By Advertising with The In-
dependent, you reach over 
33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with message. To 
place an ad, call Barbara 925 
243-8000

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE . Advertise in 
the Independent to reach 
over 33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your message. 
Call Barbara 925 243-8000

168)LAND fOR SALE/OUT 
Of STATE

IT’S HERE!! ELk HUNT-
ERS/INVESTORS. Montana 
Land Sale. 160 Acres Mus-
sellshell Area $99,900. 640 
Acres Elk Paradise $559,900. 
3000 Acres of Elk Preserve. 
Call for prices. 888-361-3006 
www.WesternSkiesLand.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

20 ACRE fORECLOSURES 
ONLY $99/mo. $0 Down, 
$12,900, Great Deal! Near 
Growing El Paso, Texas. 
Owner Financing, No Credit 
Checks. Money Back Guar-
antee. Map/Pictures. 1-800-
343-9444. (CAL*SCAN)

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
Of STATE

By Advertising with The Inde-
pendent reaching over 33,000 
homes and businesses with 
your ad placement. Call Bar-
bara 925 243-8000

SERVICES
175)BURIAL SERVICES

Memory Gardens 
Cemetery

  3873 East Ave  
 Livermore, Ca 94550
 Phone: 925-447-8417

                                           
            

Affordable  
Cemetery Services

 
  Urn and Niche Burials -

 Inside & Outside
  Mausoleum Crypts -

Inside & Outside    
 Ground Burials - 

Single & Double Burials
                                           
                  

 A Well Maintained  
Cemetery With  

Endowment Care
           

Call for pricing

177)BUSINESS SERVICES

ADVERTISE YOUR HOME, 
property or business for sale 
in 240 California newspapers. 
Reach over 6 million readers 
for ONLY $550! Call this 
newspaper or visit: www.CAL-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE YOUR JOB 
Opening in 240 California 
newspapers. Reach over 
6 million readers for ONLY 
$550! Call this newspaper 
or visit: www.Cal-SCAN.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

181)fINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Get cash for 
your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High 
payouts. Call J.G. Wentworth. 
1-866-SETTLEMENT (1-866-
738-8536). Rated A+ by the 
Better Business Bureau. 
(CAL*SCAN)

TIRED of BEING in DEBT? 
Decrease Your Debt - In-
crease Your Income. $10K+ in 
Credit Card or IRS Debt. New 
Laws Have Passed to Protect 
You! Free Consultation. 1-
888-456-0384. (CAL*SCAN)

183)HEALTH/MISC.

HERNIA REPAIR? Did You 
Receive A COMPOSIX KU-
GEL Mesh Patch Between 
1999-2007? If patch was 
removed due to complications 
of bowel perforation, abdomi-
nal wall tears, puncture of 
abdominal organs or intestinal 
fistulae, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-
5727. (CAL*SCAN)

185)SCHOOLS/EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!  1-
866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
S o u t h E a s t e r n H S . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE from Home. *Medi-
cal, *Business, *Paralegal, 

*Criminal Justice. Job 
placement assistance. Com-

puter available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-

5162 www.Centura.us.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

195)T IMESHARES/RE-
SORTS

SELL/RENT Your TIME-
SHARE for CASH!!! Our 
Guaranteed Services will Sell/
Rent Your Unused Timeshare 
for CASH! Over $78 Million 
Dollars offered in 2009! www.
SellaTimeshare.com (877) 
554-2098 (CAL*SCAN)

 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com
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Wine Competition
The time has arrived to submit 

your winery’s finest for the 2011 San 
Francisco Chronicle Wine Competi-
tion!   All results are then immediately 
posted on www.winejudging.com, 
and many of the award winners will 
have the opportunity to be showcased 
at the exclusive Public Tasting in San 
Francisco.

The Public Tasting is northern 
California’s “gateway” wine event 
and will be held Saturday, February 
19, at Fort Mason Center’s Festival 
Pavilion in San Francisco.  Produced 
by winejudging.com and hosted by 
the Cloverdale Citrus Fair to benefit 
Santa Rosa Junior College Wine 
Studies and Culinary Programs, 
the San Francisco Chronicle Wine 
Competition added the Enology / 
Wine Programs at CSU Fresno and 
Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo as benefi-
ciaries in 2010.  

All wine entry information and 
forms are available online at www.
winejudging.com.

Candy Buy Back
Pound upon pound of sugary 

Halloween candy can be a scary 
proposition for a dentist, so Dr. Steven 
Nerad has come up with a creative 
way to cut down on cavities while 
helping the schools and supporting 
our overseas troops.

Ghosts and goblins of all ages are 
encouraged to drop by Dr. Nerad's 
office on Tuesday, Nov. 2 for the 
dentist's first-ever Halloween candy 
buy-back extravaganza. Candy will 
be accepted at the office, 1024 Ser-
pentine Lane, Suite 107, from 3 p.m. 
until 5:30 p.m.

Trick-or-treaters will receive a 
sweet $1 per pound for their sugary 
hauls, plus an equal $1 per pound for 
their school. The schools with the 
largest amounts of candy turned in 
will get up to $250 for the first-place 
school, up to $100 for the second-
place school and up to $50 per pound 
for the third-place school.

The candy that's been bought from 
the mouths of babes will be packaged 
and sent to American troops serving 
overseas. 

Information, call 925-846-3336.

Cheerleading Clinic
California Allstars located in 

Livermore is hosting a cheer clinic 
on November 14 at 12pm - 3:00pm.  
This clinic is open to all boys and 
girls 1st-8th grade. 

The cost is $40. and you receive a 
t-shirt and you get to perform at the 
California Allstars Showcase Gala 
on November 19 at 7:00pm.   No 
experience is necessary.  Come see 
the World champion and National 
champion athletes.  

For a registration form go on the 
website at www.californiaallstars.
com or call (925)245-1552.  Must be 
registered to perform.  Recreational 
cheer classes are also available on 
Wednesdays at 6:00-7:00 pm.   Cali-
fornia Allstars located at 50 Wright 
Brothers Ave., Livermore.

Haunted Hobbit Tree
Haunted Hobbit Tree Hike is 

planned by the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District ranger 
staff for Sat., Oct. 30.

Meet Rangesr Darren Segur and 
Amy Wolitzer at 7 p.m. at the Wet-
more Road entrance to Sycamore 
Grove Park. 

Since most people (narrowly) 
survived last year’s Haunted Hobbit 
Tree Hike, it’s time to test your luck 

Extra Halloween weekend 
DUI patrols in Berkeley, Dublin, 
Fremont UC Berkeley and Union 
City are on the enforcement cal-
endar for Avoid the 21.

“We expect to see Halloween 
parties throughout the weekend,” 
said traffic Sgt. John Hurd of the 
Livermore Police Dept. 

“We want people to enjoy 
themselves, but to do so respon-
sibly. If they plan an evening of 
socializing and drinking, we en-
courage them to arrange a sober, 
licensed driver to get everyone 
else home safely.”

Hurd hopes that the saturation 
patrols working throughout the 
county will keep drunk-driving 
injuries and fatalities down and 
advises people to dial 911 on 
their cellphones if they see a 
dangerous driver. 

The Alameda County multi-
jurisdictional crackdown on 
drunk driving will begin a 17-day 
campaign over the winter holi-
days starting Dec. 17 and ending 
Jan. 2. The California Office of 
Traffic Safety funds Avoid the 21 
through the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.

Extra DUI Patrols Planned 
for Halloween Weekend

again this year. Join LARPD rang-
ers for a haunted journey … if you 
dare. Everyone will gather together 
in a group (it’s safer that way) and 
head out to the scariest tree in town. 
Those who make it will be treated 
to scary stories and witches’ brew. 
Bring a scary story to tell if you 
would like. Costumes are welcome, 
but remember to bundle up to protect 
yourself from the cold fingers of the 
night (and werewolf bites). Leave 
your flashlights at home, they attract 
zombies.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help 
support the programs. Participants 
may call 925-960-2400 for more 
information.

Annual Bazaar
Golden Circle Seniors Annual 

Bazaar will be Tuesday and Wednes-
day, November 2 and 3 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  

The Bazaar will be held at the Rob-
ert Livermore Community Center, 
4444 East Avenue, Livermore.

Most items are hand-made by 
this local group and include   baby 
items, kitchen items, scarves, hats, 
shopping bags,  doilies, lap robes, 
and Christmas items all at reason-
able prices.  

Grandma's closet will feature 
some new and slightly used treasures 
and trivia.

Westin Joins Landmark
Tri-Valley based Landmark 

Mortgage group, a division of Opes 
Advisors, has announced that mort-
gage advisor, Jeff Westin, has joined 
the company. 

Jeff will work from Landmark’s 
Pleasanton location, where he will 
utilize a full range of mortgage bank-
ing products to provide customized 
home financing solutions.An 11-year 
veteran of the mortgage industry, Jeff 
has previously served as a product 
manager overseeing guideline and 
market updates. He also provided 
new hire training for loan operating 
software systems all while in the 
capacity of a mortgage advisor. 

He resides in the Tri- Valley 
and has volunteered his time as an 
assistant baseball coach at Valley 
Christian High School, Dublin. 
He has been an active member of 
California Association of Mortgage 
Brokers since 2005.

Contact Jeff Westin directly at 
(925) 600-2001 or via email jwestin@
lmglending.com.

Domestic Violence
The Livermore Police Department 

and Tri-Valley Haven will conduct 
a presentation and discussion about 
Domestic Violence on Wed., Nov. 
10 at 7 p.m. 

This is a free presentation. The 
entire community is invited and 
encouraged to attend. This program 
of Livermore Police Department’s 
ongoing community education 
program.

Vicki Thompson, Tri-Valley Ha-
ven’s Director of Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Services, will 
lead a presentation and discussion 

on the subject of Domestic Violence.  
Thompson will be speaking about 
the dynamics of domestic violence, 
recognizing the warning signs and 
how to get help for oneself or a friend 
or family member who may be in 
an abusive situation. A Livermore 
Police Department officer will be 
available for questions and comments 
from a police perspective. This pre-
sentation will be held at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 
East Avenue.

Thompson has worked in the 
field of domestic violence and sexual 
assault since 1986. Her experience 
includes providing crisis counsel-
ing and advocacy, training staff and 
volunteers, community education 
and self-defense training for girls 
and women, and building partner-
ships with law enforcement, local 
governments, businesses, schools, 
medical providers and other groups 
to end domestic violence and sexual 
assault in our community. She over-
sees the agency’s Domestic Violence 
Services and Rape Crisis Center Vicki 
serves on the CalWORKS Domestic 
Violence Advisory Council, and has 
designed and presented trainings 
about domestic violence, sexual 
assault, workplace violence, child 
molestation and abduction preven-
tion, women’s self-defense and 
crisis counseling skills for a variety 
of audiences. 

Questions about this presenta-
tion can be directed to LPD Crime 
Prevention Officer, Nicole Aguon at 
(925) 371-4978.

Center of Excellence
Tenet Healthcare Corporation  

announced that 43 of its 49 hospitals 
received 205 quality designations 
from CIGNA, including 71 Center of 
Excellence (COE) designations.

CIGNA uses its COE designations 
to recognize hospitals for meeting 
CIGNA HealthCare's high standards 
for quality and cost efficiency for 
procedures and diagnosis. In addi-
tion, CIGNA has developed qual-
ity designations to indicate superior 
patient outcomes based on treatment 
effectiveness for 29 different surgical 
procedures and medical conditions. 
The patient outcomes data use 
hospitals' Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) Hospital 
Compare measures, Leapfrog Patient 
Safety Measures, mortality and com-
plication rates in addition to other 
evidence-based protocol metrics.

"We are very proud that so many 
of our hospitals earned quality des-
ignations," said Kelvin A. Baggett, 
M.D., Tenet's chief medical officer. 
"Through our ongoing commitment 
to providing high-quality patient 
care, 88 percent of our hospitals have 
received a CIGNA quality designa-
tion this year."

"CIGNA applauds the efforts of 
Tenet to continue to improve health 
care delivery and patient outcomes," 
said Richard Salmon, M.D., national 
medical director for CIGNA. "Tenet's 
commitment to quality is clearly rec-
ognized in the hundreds of designa-
tions they've received from us." 

San Ramon Regional Medical 
Center in San Ramon received three 
CIGNA HealthCare Quality Desig-

nations: Caesarean Section, Colon 
Surgery and Vaginal Delivery.

Youth Commissioners
The Livermore Area Youth Ad-

visory Commission is seeking youth 
and adult members to fill vacancies 
on the 18-member group.

The commission works in con-
junction with the City of Livermore 
and the Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District to provide a vehicle 
for concerns and interests of youth. 
The Youth Advisory Commission 
promotes youth involvement in the 
community and communication be-
tween youth and local government.

The commission is looking for 
youth ages 12 to 20, plus an addi-
tional adult member age 21 or older. 
Membership on the commission 
provides an opportunity to become 
intimately aware of the operating 
policies and problems of municipal 
government and personifies citizen 
participation in policy determination. 
It gives members an opportunity to 
play a vital role in the communication 
process between citizens and elected 

representatives.
The Youth Advisory Commission 

meets at 7 p.m. the second Monday of 
each month at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. Applications are 
available from the City of Livermore 

website at http://www.ci.livermore.
ca.us/boards/boards.html. For more 
information, call Amber Calkins 
with the City of Livermore at 925-
960-4200 or the City Clerk’s Office 
at 925-960-2400.
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2010 Grammy Nominee Mark 
Levine & The Latin Tinge will 
bring jazz with an Afro-Cuban 
beat to the Firehouse Arts Center 
on Friday, November 12,  at 8:00 
p.m. 

The show will take place at 
the newly-opened facility at 4444 
Railroad Avenue in downtown 
Pleasanton.

Early jazz great Jelly Roll 
Morton said that a “Spanish tinge” 
was necessary in jazz, referring to 
the voluminous traffic between 
Havana and New Orleans around 
the turn of the 20th Century. Mark 
Levine & The Latin Tinge draws 
rhythmic inspiration from both 
Afro-Cuban music and jazz in 
what Luis Tamargo of Latin Beat 
calls “the preeminent jazz quartet 
found north of Havana.”   As 
they play, one might hear hints 
of rumba, timba, songo, mambo, 
straight ahead, and 6/8 rhythms in 
a single tune.

Masters of the Fiddle, Canadian 
fiddlers Natalie MacMaster and 
Donnell Leahy, will be featured at 
the Bankhead Theater for a single 
performance on Wednesday eve-
ning, November 3, at 7:30 p.m.

Married since 2002, the two 
have unified their distinct playing 
styles into a unique combination 
that blends the Cape Breton fid-
dling tradition of their native Nova 
Scotia with other diverse musical 
styles and influences. 

Before joining forces, Natalie 
MacMaster and Donnell Leahy 
established successful musical 
careers in their own right and both 
continue to tour independently. 
MacMaster was born into a fam-
ily of fiddlers. Her mother once 
said that in her household, a fiddle 
never had to be taken out of its case 
– there was always one sitting on 
the piano or the table. With little 
formal training, MacMaster was 
already a notable stage performer 
by the age of 10 and released her 
first recording just six years later. 
Known for her flamboyant play-
ing style, she often impulsively 
breaks into step dancing during 
performances. She has earned ap-

preciative audiences around the 
world and shared the stage with 
a remarkable roster of famous 
musicians, from Paul Simon and 
Carlos Santana to Faith Hill. She 
recently performed with cellist Yo 
Yo Ma on his album Songs of Joy 
and Peace.

Donnell Leahy is known among 
Cape Breton fiddlers for his daz-
zling fingering and agile bow 
movements. He hails from a family 
of musicians. His father was a fid-
dler and his mother a step-dancing 
champion. He is a member of the 
band Leahy, which is made up of 
eight of his eleven siblings, includ-
ing Erin Leahy, a keyboardist who 
will appear with her brother and 
MacMaster on tour. Both together 
and separately, MacMaster and 
Leahy have done much to further 
awareness and appreciation for the 
Cape Breton musical tradition, col-
lecting awards and critical acclaim 
along the way.

The foot-tapping dance tunes 
of the Cape Breton style emerged 
from the Celtic- and Gaelic-in-
fluenced music of Scotland that 
arrived in Nova Scotia with im-

Recipient of Grammy nomina-
tions for Best Latin Jazz Record-
ing for “Isla” in 2003 and for 
“Off & On – the Music of Moacir 
Santos” this year, Levine is also a 
recognized educator and author as 
well as a world-renown musician.  
He wrote The Jazz Piano Book, 
which has become the “bible” for 
jazz pianists all over the world and 
is available in seven languages. 
In 1996, he completed The Jazz 
Theory Book, named by Jazz 
Times as the number one choice 
in its “recommended basic jazz 
library.”

In the early 1990s, Mark pro-
duced The Jazz Masters Clinic 
Series, a combination workshop 
and master class taught by tour-
ing artists traveling through the 
San Francisco Bay Area. Featured 
artists included Cedar Walton, 
Mulgrew Miller, Kenny Barron, 
Elvin Jones, Eddie Palmieri, and 

Donnell Leahy and Natalie MacMaster perform as Masters of the Fiddle.

Masters of the Fiddle Show Off Skills at the Bankhead

Grammy Nominee Brings His Jazz to the Firehouse  

Mark Levine(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 2)
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By Robert Several
Jazz critics have discovered 

singer Karen Marguth, who brings 
Livermore roots to her music.

 Marguth grew up in Livermore. 
She’s the daughter of Gib Marguth, 
former councilman, mayor, school 
board member, assemblyman, etc.  
She now lives in Fresno where she 
is helping to spearhead a lively 
jazz scene.

 Marguth’s artistry is showcased 
in a new CD, “Karen Marguth.” It 
features 15 songs, ranging from 
scat to ballads. Espacio, a four-
member combo, accompanies 
Marguth on eight songs. Bassist 
Kevin Hill is her sole accompanist 
on six.

 The CD has been receiving 
rave reviews.

 “We regularly receive CDs 
from musicians who are totally 
unknown to us. Sometimes, we un-
derstand quickly why we’ve never 

Broadway Chorus, a Tri-Valley 
community chorus, will present 
“Can’t Help Singing” on Novem-
ber 12-14. The program will be 
conducted by musical and artistic 
director Jenny Matteucci. The 
show will include selections by re-
nowned composers such as Irving 
Berlin, Jerome Kern, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber.

This is Broadway Chorus’ 20th 
anniversary of providing  vocal 
programs in the Tri-Valley area. In 
recognition of this milestone, the 
group commissioned Scottsdale 
composer, pianist and conductor 
Craig Bohmler to write a new work 

migrants of the 18th century. This 
traditional style is thought to be 
particularly well preserved in 
Nova Scotia, as immigrants were 
largely isolated from musical 
developments in their homeland. 
MacMaster and Leahy have ef-
fortlessly blended the traditions 
of their heritage with a personal 
interest in bluegrass, Cajun and 
country sounds, creating a unique 
style of their own.

Masters of the Fiddle with Mac-
Master and Leahy is an ideal event 
for the whole family. Listeners 
of all ages will find it impossible 
to resist their infectious music, 
remarkable skills, and personable 
stage presence, as they share in 
a lively celebration of the Cape 
Breton tradition. Tickets for the 
single performance of Masters of 
the Fiddle on November 3rd, range 
from $39 to $62, with $12 student 
tickets available.

The third concert in the World 
Music series at the Bankhead 
Theater, Masters of the Fiddle was 
preceded last month by the trio of 
Scottish tenors, Caledon, and the 
Portuguese folk group Deolinda. 
They will be followed in April by 
the spirited sounds of Grammy 
Award-winning Cajun band Beau-
soleil with Michael Doucet.   

Next in the “LVPAC Pres-
ents” series is an evening with 
singer/songwriter Dar Williams 
on Saturday, November 20th at 
8:00 p.m. A protégé of Joan Baez, 
the folk guitarist is known for her 
insightful and sensitive expression 
of life’s challenges through the 
power of song.

The Bankhead Theater is lo-
cated at 2400 First Street in Down-
town Livermore. The ticket office 
is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. To 
purchase tickets call 925-373-6800 
or visit www.bankheadtheater.
org.

Tommy Flanagan.
Tickets to Mark Levine & The 

Latin Tinge are Adult-$15, $20 and 
$25, Child-$12 and Senior-$18. 
They may be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org up to three 
hours prior to the performance, 
by phone at (925) 931-4848, or in 
person at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office.  Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to 
the performance.  Subscriptions 
series and group discounts are 
available.

for the upcoming concert. Primar-
ily a composer for the lyric theater 
and the solo voice, Bohmler has 
three operas and nine musicals to 
his credit as well as 150 songs and 
numerous choral works.

The show will also feature 
pianist and accompanist Daniel 
Lockert. Cary Litchford, the for-
mer director of Broadway Chorus, 
will also conduct. In addition, Todd 
Aragon, choreographer for the 
Cosmopolitan Dancers, is  return-
ing with his troupe to perform in 
this show.

Included in the program is the 
Broadway Kids Chorus, made up 

of local children in grades 1-8, 
directed by Jenny Jenny Matteucci 
and Leslie Roadarmel.

The three performances will be 
held on Friday, November 12 at 8 
PM, Saturday, November 13 at 8 
PM and Sunday, November 14 at 
2PM at Livermore High School, 
600 Maple Street, Livermore.

Tickets are available online 
at www.trivalleyrep.org and at 
the door on the performance day. 
Ticket prices are adults 18+ $20, 
seniors 60+ $17, juniors under 18 
$10. There is a 10% discount when 
tickets are purchased at the door 
for those who hold a Broadway 

Chorus “business card” available 
from any Broadway Chorus mem-
ber. For more information visit the 
chorus website, www.broadway-
chorus.org, or call 925.462.2121

Broadway Chorus is a com-
munity chorus located in the Tri-
Valley area (Pleasanton - Dublin 
- Livermore, California). It is part 
of the Tri-Valley Repertory The-
atre, formerly known as Pleasanton 
Playhouse. Tri-Valley Repertory 
provides regional Theatre produc-
tions for the San Francisco East 
Bay and the Tri-Valley area includ-
ing Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, 
Sunol and San Ramon.

FIDDLERS
(continued from front page)

JAZZ
(continued from front page)

heard of them, but sometimes we 
are pleasantly surprised,” writes 
Phillipe Vincent of Jazz Magazine 
France.

 “Such is the case with Karen 
Marguth, a Californian about 
whom we know little, except after 
listening to this CD, that she has all 
the talent of a great jazz singer.  In 
the line of white singers — which 
the world of jazz has often dis-

dained in the past — she carries it 
today to the pinnacle.”  

 This is Marguth’s fourth CD. 
The recordings show her fluent in 
a broad spectrum of musical styles 
in addition to jazz: old standards, 
country, Christmas carols, blues, 
rock and others.

 The singer says she is drawn to 
songs by their lyrics.

 “Any song that has unexpected, 
interesting or simply profound 
lyrics draws my attention. It is the 
storytelling part of singing that I 
love best,” says Marguth.

 This is manifested in the clar-
ity with which she delivers her 
music. The critics speak of the 
“bell-tone quality of her voice” 
and her “impeccable articulation” 
of the lyrics.

 Even when she’s scatting, each 
word is clear. Phillipe Vincent says 
Karen Marguth is “gifted with 
technique without flaw (great pre-

A Discovery in the Jazz World
cision in all registers and impec-
cable articulation).  Her excellent 
phrasing permits her to easily scat 
and swing.”

 Her career has included touring 
with Up With People and the Blue 
Street Jazz Band. She  has sung at 
jazz festivals throughout the West. 
She does voice-overs and other 
studio work. In addition to her 
singing, she’s a dancer and chore-
ographer and is active in regional 
theater. Marguth teaches dance 
and theater in grades four through 
twelve. She also hosts a weekly 
radio show, “The Vocal Hour,” on 
Fresno station KFSR.

 Marguth’s new CD, “Karen 
Marguth,” is worth purchasing 
not only to show support for a 
hometown girl, but also simply 
to enjoy the music of a first-rate 
contemporary singer.

 For more information, visit 
www.karenmarguth.com.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Broadway Chorus 'Can't Help Singing'

Amy D. Leung, a contempo-
rary realist painter whose studio 
is in Pleasanton, was recently 
juried into the prestigious Ameri-
can Women Artists’ competition 
exhibition hosted by Southwest 
Gallery.

Her painting Serene Magnifi-
cence (shown at right) was one of 
62 pieces chosen out of over 1500 
pieces artwork entered in the 2010 
competition.

The exhibition runs from Octo-
ber 9th until November 9th, 2010 
at Southwest Gallery in Dallas, 
Texas.

The characteristic of her soft 

brushwork and use of color and 
light is seen on Serene Magnifi-
cence.

Leung is a graduate of Pratt 
Institute in New York. She worked 
in the advertising field before dedi-
cated herself in fine art painting

She is a member of Oil Paint-
ers of America, National Oil and 
Acrylic Painters’ Society, Pleas-
anton Art League, Livermore Art 
Association and Alamo Danville 
Art Society.

More of her work can be seen 
at Alexander’s Fine Art Gallery in 
Pleasanton.

 

Pleasanton Painter's Work Chosen 
for American Women Artists Show

Most recent album cover.
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By Nancy O’Connell
Lawrence Granger, who played 

as a cellist with the San Francisco 
Symphony for nearly 30 years, 
was a great favorite of other cel-
lists and musicians.  He loved his 
instrument and encouraged many 
others to perfect their craft.  As a 
cellist, I often shared stands with 
Larry. I always found him to be 
inspiring.

He died last year. Those of us 
who knew him, thought he was far 
too young.  A concert, A Ceremony 
of Cellos, was performed to honor 
his memory and to celebrate his 
life.  He would have enjoyed it 
immensely.  The concert was pre-
sented in the new Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton on October 
24.  The theater holds 227 people 
and appeared to be sold out.  Its 
intimate size is perfect for cham-
ber music. The eight cellists who 
were performing almost filled the 
entire stage.

A quartet of cellists performed 
Tregian’s Ground by William Byrd, 
who lived from 1543 to 1623.  Ar-
ranged by Dan Reiter, who played 
first cello in this group, it was an 
effective beginning to a rich and 
varied program.  Mr. Reiter soared 
up on his A string in thumb posi-
tion - a technique that was not used 
until Pablo Casals experimented 
and began using his thumb as an 
extra finger.  Until Casals, no cel-
list had ever used his thumb in that 
manner.  The first cellist would 
introduce a theme and it would be 
answered by the 2nd and 3rd cel-
lists.  In one section, the 2nd and 
3rd cellists played the theme, while 
the 1st and 4th accompanied their 
melody with pizzicato.

In David Popper’s Requiem, 
Opus 66, for three cellos and piano, 
Larry’s widow, Priscilla Carter 
Granger, was the pianist.  Tamara 
Bohlin was playing 1st cello in 
this work, and she had a beautiful 
solo melody which was echoed by 
the 2nd and then, the 3rd cellists.  
Priscilla Granger accompanied 
them with sensitivity, and her part 
was equal in importance to theirs.  
The richness of tone in the three 
cellists followed one of her solo 
passages.  Then, when all three 
were muted, the piano softly ac-
companied them, and the Requiem 
drew to a close.

The Concerto Grosso by An-
tonio Vivaldi was a tour de force 
for the quartet of cellos.  Arranged 
by Lazio Varga, a cellist, it has 
become a favorite with string 
players.  In the fugue each cello 

in turn had the theme.  Tamara 
Bohlin had a very high solo, up 
in the range of the viola, and it 
demonstrated the enormous range 
of the modern cello.  The Largo 
had the haunting familiar melody 
which every cellist knows, and it 
was beautifully performed.  In the 
Allegro  Tamara raced all over her 
cello, crossing her A and D strings 
with ease at lightning speed up 
in thumb position.  All four parts 
became complex, and the Allegro 
placed great demands on all of the 
players.

Moro, lasso, al mio duolo, by 
Carlo Gesualdo da Venosa (1560-
1613), was the earliest work on the 
program.  Dan Reiter arranged this 
for a quintet of cellos, and the har-
monies were rich.  The melodies 
sounded like early church music.

J.S. Bach’s Prelude and Fugue 
No. 4 in C sharp minor followed.  
Again, arranged by Dan Reiter, it 
is taken from the Well-Tempered 
Clavier, and is for an early key-
board.  In this familiar work, the 
intonation was flawless, but all five 
cellists used vibrato, which was not 
used in the time of Bach.  In the 
Fugue, the theme was begun in the 
lowest voice and traveled to each 
voice in turn.  As is often the case 
in early music, although the key 
was in minor mode throughout, 
the last four bars are in a major key 
and an E sharp is added to make a 
major third.

William Tell the truth Over-
ture was arranged by Dan Reiter 
just this year in 2010.  It was a 
musical joke, and had themes bor-
rowed from different well known 
numbers for cellists.  Several in 
the audience caught on early, and 
laughter erupted.  In the program 
notes, it states, “As there is not a 
single original note in the piece, 
one hesitates to call it a composi-
tion.”

After the intermission, Domi-
nique Piana, a very fine harpist 

who is the curator of this chamber 
music series and who was the 
founder of the Pleasanton Chamber 
Players, spoke, introducing the rest 
of the program.  She had written 
excellent program notes, but un-
fortunately, there were not enough 
programs printed, so many didn’t 
know who the performers were.

A Suite for Four Cellos, Opus 
95 by Emanuel Moor (1863-1931) 
opened the second half.  Moor was 
a Hungarian Jew who was also 
an inventor.  Casals called him a 
genius, and his music was widely 
played during Moor’s lifetime.  
Originally written for four cellists, 
it began in the lowest voices. The 
1st cello had a romantic melody 
and the other three accompanied 
him.  In the Molto Allegro a de-
lightful play of melodies ended 
with rapid scale passages and 
cadential chords.  

The Adagio featured lush, warm 
solos with a very quiet, subdued 
ending.  The Allegro con brio be-
gan with rapid-fire notes, but later 
had a contrasting slow, melodic 
section.  A demanding part for all 
four cellists followed.  A unison 
scale and arpeggio portion led 
to one last soulful melody and a 
series of cadential chords brought 
the work to a close.

All eight cellos came on stage. 
The conductor, John Kendall Bai-
ley, directed them in Stravinsky’s 
Minuetto and Finale from his 
ballet, Pulcinella.  Arranged by 
Dan Reiter, this had the rhythmic 
complexity one associates with 
Stravinsky.  Elizabeth Vanderven-
net had a beautiful solo, and Mr. 
Bailey conducted the ensemble 
with sensitivity and verve.

For this reviewer, the highlight 
of the concert was the magnificent 
Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5 by 
Villa-Lobos.  I met the composer 
years ago in Houston, Texas when 
he conducted the Houston Sym-
phony in a program which featured 

some of his own work.  He had a 
warm personality, but spoke very 
little English.  When he stopped 
the orchestra he had two words of 
advice:  “Do better!”  He would 
then ask for a section to be repeated 
after speaking in rapid Portuguese 
to the Associate Concertmaster, 
who translated everything for the 
players.

I can’t imagine that this per-
formance heard today could have 
been better.  Bailey conducted 
this by giving very clear cues, 
and when a Brazilian folk melody 
was played, he almost danced in 
place.  The soprano soloist, Alison 
Collins, was superb and the eight 
cellists never overpowered her.  
When she hit her high note and 
held it so dramatically, it was like 

a high bird call, an other worldly 
sound of great beauty and purity.  It 
was fitting to end with this amazing 
work that Lawrence Granger had 
hoped to play with this particular 
soprano.  Every cellist dreams of 
playing Bachianas Brasileiras 
some day, and because it was 
recorded, perhaps the CD of this 
extraordinary performance will be 
made available.  As the audience 
wildly applauded, Mr. Bailey first 
shook hands with the soloist and 
then pulled each cellist to his or 
her feet to receive a well deserved 
accolade.

The next concert in this series 
will be a Schumann Festival on 
November 20th in honor of the 
composer’s 200th birthday.  Re-
serve your tickets soon.

A Ceremony of Cellos: A Tribute 
to the Late Lawrence Granger
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By Patricia Koning  
Winzalot, a riff on “Lancelot,” 

is quite a name for a horse to live 
up to. But this summer, Winzalot, 
owned and ridden by Granada 
High School senior Jamie Pestana, 
proved that his name is right on 

A Horse Named “Winzalot” Carries Jamie Pestana 
To Two National Championships

didn’t know what to expect from 
Winzalot because he’s young,” she 
explains. “With the cross-country 
travel and pressure, anything could 
happen.”

Three years ago, Jamie’s family 
purchased Winzalot, a three-year-
old Hanoverian gelding from 
Germany, and she’s trained the 
horse herself, with help from her 
mother who is also a horse trainer. 
At the age of six, Winzalot is 
young this level of dressage com-
petition—eight is a more typical 
age and horses can compete into 
their teens. 

Jamie and Winzalot gave a 
spectacular performance at the 
Young Rider Championships, win-
ning the competition with a score 
of 71.105 percent. In dressage, any 
score above 70 is considered out-
standing. Jamie’s team, represent-
ing Region 7 (California, Oregon, 
and Hawaii), took second place. 

Dressage comes from the 
French word dresser, meaning 
“to train.” The horse is trained to 

submit to the rider’s lightest body 
signals, while remaining balanced 
and energetic. “Dressage is a preci-
sion sport,” explains Jamie. “The 
point is to make it look easy, when 
in reality, it is not. A lot of dres-
sage is teaching a horse to do the 
opposite of what’s natural.”

In competition, the horse and 
rider are judged on how well they 
perform a pattern of specific move-
ments (test) and a choreographed 
musical ride (musical freestyle). 
Some dressage movements are ex-
tensions, when the horse lengthens 
his stride on demand; lateral move-
ments, in which the horse shows 
its suppleness by going forward 
first and either moving sideways or 
moving parts of its body sideways 
for its rider; pirouettes, when the 
horse turns in place at a canter; and 
flying changes, in which the horse 
switches the leading front and hind 
hooves while cantering. 

Making these movements look 
effortless requires daily practice. 
“You have to ride every day and do 

much more than just practice the 
movements,” explains Jamie. “You 
need to know your horse. Dres-
sage is really about the connection 
between the rider and horse, much 
more so than any other equestrian 
discipline.”

She thinks Winzalot has the 
ideal personality for dressage. 
“He’s just a very cool horse,” Ja-
mie explains. “He’s confident and 
loves to learn new things. He also 
knows when people are watching 
and is like ‘bring it on.’”

Their relationship wasn’t this 
smooth initially. Jamie describes 
him as “very naughty” at first. “He 
reared and bucked a lot,” she says. 
“He’s big so he tried to intimate 
me. But after six months, he was 
ready to work with me.”

After winning the Young Rid-
er Championships, Jamie and 
Winzalot traveled to Gladstone, 
New Jersey for the United States 
Equestrian Foundation Festival of 
Champions. On the drive, Winzalot 
fell in his trailer. “He had to rest for 
a week, so we had no training be-
fore the competition,” says Jamie. 
“Again, I really had no idea how 
he’d perform.”

Her own ability to perform was 
in question, as the night before 
the competition she dislocated 
her shoulder, a result of an injury 
she sustained in the spring while 
running hurdles with Granada’s 
track team—from now one she’s 
sticking with her favorite track 
event, the pole vault. Once again 
Jamie and Winzalot were at the 
top of their game and won the 
competition with a score of 70.263 
percent. 

Jamie plans to continue com-
peting with Winzalot in dressage. 
The pair will be moving up to 
Davis next year, where Jamie plans 
to study biology at the University 
of California in pursuit of a career 
as a veterinarian. She plans to take 
a few years off, probably between 
college and graduate school, to 
attempt to qualify for the FEI 
World Cup, an 18-month series 
of equestrian competitions across 
the world. 

To see Jamie and Winzalot in 
action, go to www.clubequestrian.
com/videos/watch/1734.aspx and 
www.clubequestrian.com/videos/
watch/1746.aspx.

the mark. 
Pestana qualified in first place 

for the Adequan Federation 
Equestre Internationale (FEI) 
North American Junior and Young 
Rider Championships, held in Lex-
ington, Kentucky in late July. “We 

In the photo at left, Jamie and Winzalot pose with some of the 
ribbons they have collected; above, Jamie and Winzalot show off 
the skills.
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By Harry Stoll
The Tri-Valley Repertory The-

atre is proud to be in its 27th year of 
producing high-quality musicals. 
It doesn’t fall short with The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, which opened October 22 at 
the Bankhead Theater. The seats 
were only half-filled but full of 
love, pride, and appreciation from 
grandparents, parents, other rela-
tives, friends, and others, as they 
applauded, laughed, whooped 
it up and glowed along with the 
good show.

In circa 2003, the New England 
improvisational group, The Farm, 
beget Bee as a one-act play, C-R-E-
P-U-S-C-U-L-E, an obscure word 
(and e.e. cummings first published 
poem). Playwright Wendy Was-
serstein (The Heidi Chronicle) was 
impressed and asked composer 
William Finn, “Could you use 
this as a musical?” He, his former 
student Rachel Sheinkin, and 
C-R-E-P-U-S-C-U-L-E creator 
Rebecca Feldman, turned it into a 
full-length musical with a longer 
name. It went from a cafeteria, 
to Off-Broadway, On-Broadway, 
many other places, and now, to 
Livermore’s Bankhead Theater.

 It’s about bright misfit kids who 
fit into a spelling bee. It  has plenty 
of laughs and a lot of silliness and 
some real zingers. The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee plays 
much like the skits from Saturday 
Night Live when it was funny.

Jennifer Kosta plays spelling 
bee emcee Rona Lisa Peretti as 
gushy and officious and fills the 
stage with a powerful performance 
and a takeover, rich singing voice. 
Rona Lisa says something about 
each contestant. “Steven Drouin 
was hit twice by lightning.” (An 
audience participant, he did a nice 
job acting dazed. He also spelled 
“Mexican” correctly.)

Jeff Seaberg (seen here recently 
as Max Bialystock in The Produc-
ers) plays the weary, balding, Vice-
Principal Douglas Panch, wearing 
boring clothing.  He gives the 
words to contestants, defines them, 
and uses them in a sentence. Some 
of the definitions are accurate, 
some zany. Dinging the bell on 
one contestant, he says, “You got 
all the consonants right.” 

Mia Sagan plays Mitch Ma-
honey, a school counselor, who is 

Could you use that in a scene or song?
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee

sergeant-of-arms for the Bee and 
escorts losers out. Mia has a beauti-
ful round singing voice, 

Jordan Adelman is Chip Toren-
tino, a Boy Scout with a sash of 
merit badges. He squirms with the 
male puberty problem and asks out 
of his turn. “Stand up here,” says 
Rona Lisa. So, an erection joke, 
but no menstrual lines.

Brian Dauglash plays Leaf 
Coneybear almost over the top. 
He’s full of energy and is amazed 
when he spells a word right. He 
enters on a razor scooter, wearing 
kneepads and a helmet. Brian owns 
an animated acting face.

Anthony Everhart is William 
Barfee. “It’s pronounced Barfée,” 
he often points out. He wears too-
tight shorts, is pudgy, and moves 
his feet gracefully to spell out the 
words. He has a perpetual snarl, 
and when told he spelled a word 
correctly, says, “I know.”

Catherine Gloria is Marcy 
Park, an ultra-achieving Asian in a 
plaid skirt and white blouse. When 
Rona Lisa says, “Marcy speaks 
five languages,” Marcy, says, No 
I don’t.” She speaks six and sings 
and dances about that and demon-
strates other skills. But she’s had 

it with her 32-hour day. 
Melissa Heinrich plays Olive 

Ostrovsky, wan and unwanted. 
She is thin of body, wispy of spirit 
and is constantly told of her worth. 
Near the end, Brian Dauglish (in a 
suit) and Jennifer Kosta, as differ-
ent characters, sing, “I love you,” 
to her, with no schmaltz.

Titian Lish plays Logaine 
Schwartzangruberierre with Teu-
tonic efficiency as she writes out 
the words on her arm. She keeps a 
sour look on her face. Nice blonde 
pigtails.

All sing and dance with verve 
and style, both singularly and en-
semble. The actors tread the edge 
of a ledge suspended over a tank 
of ham and camp but never fall in. 
When Vice-Principal Panch dings 
a loser and Mitch Mahoney shows 
her or him the door, the remain-
ing contestants wave, and sing, 
“Goodbye, you were good, but not 
good enough.” 

The spelling words vary from 
impossibly difficult to absurdly 
easy. The actors get the word right, 
they get it wrong, but get every-
thing right. Gradually, they reveal 
themselves to be other than what 
they appear to be and are going to 

separate themselves from the nerd. 
They’re all winners, so go see who 
wins the spelling bee.

In one masterful scene, there 
is no music, only the beat of a 
metronome from the orchestra pit 
that goes faster and faster until it’s 
going as fast as a castanet. The 
players do a circle dance and sing 
around the microphone and keep 
up with the frantic pace. Suddenly, 
the metronome reverses and slows 
and slows. The dancers paces slow 
with it and their voices are a very 
stretched slowness as the space 
between beats is excruciating.

A Jesus character appears brief-

ly at the top of a mobile staircase 
to encourage a contestant, saying 
it doesn’t matter whether you win 
or lose. When the contestant asks 
which would be better, he says, 
“It’s really not the kind of thing I 
care about.” It’s a wry comment on 
the hubbub.

The production staff for this 
delight is Kathleen Breedveld, Pro-
ducer; Carol Hovey, Director; Mor-
gan Breedveld, Choreogrpaher; Jo 
Anne Fosselman, Musical Direc-
tor; David Lam, Light Designer; 
Cary Litchford, Vocal Director; 
Lisa Danz, Costume Coordinator; 
Scott Johnson, Sound Designer; 
and Joan Evans, Assistant Director. 
And somebody should get credit 
for the set, a barren high school 
gym with boys and girls bathroom 
doors, a basketball hoop, bleachers 
(seating the contestants), and felt 
banners, one celebrating the Ladies 
Synchronized Swimming Team, 
The Piranhas.

The show is great escape from 
the dismal drizzles. The only dis-
appointment is that no contestant, 
after asking for a definition, origin, 
and, a  “Could you use it a sen-
tence?” doesn’t ask, “Could you 
spell it, please?”

Performances are 8 pm Fri-
days/Saturdays and 2pm Sundays, 
weekends through November 7, at 
the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
Street, Livermore.

 Tickets are $35 for adults 
(18-60), $33 for seniors (60+), 
and $25 for juniors (under 18). 
The Bankhead Theater will add 
$1.50 to the price of each ticket. 
Tickets may be purchased on the 
www.livermoreperformingarts.
org, by phone at 925-373-6800, or 
by visiting the Bankhead Theater 
ticket window at 2400 1st Street, 
Livemore.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The cast of "The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee" performs a group number. Performances 
of the musical comedy continue for two weekends at the Bankhead Theater in Livermore.
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Alexandra (Lexi) Nicholas, a freshman at Amador Valley High 
School, dreams of one thing:  not letting anything get between 
her and the net.  Lexi was one of 36 girls selected throughout the 
nation, after earning a spot at an earlier national training camp 
over the summer in Oregon, to make the US U-14 Girls' National 
Team.  One of 4 goalkeepers selected, Lexi credits her passion for 
the game and constant dedication to improve as two key factors in 
her achievement. 

Lexi plays for the Pleasanton Rage U15 Premier Team and has 
been a RAGE soccer player since she was 6 years old.  Goalkeep-
ing came later when she tried out for the U12 Premier team.  Lexi 
was a natural in the position with athleticism and instinct.  This is 
a girl who purposely dives out into oncoming traffic full of crash-
ing bodies and cleats and comes out grinning, usually with the ball 
in her hands.   

Lexi joined players from Washington, Maine, Florida, New 
Jersey and other states for a week long training camp, under Mi-
chelle French, at the Home Depot Center in Carson, California.  
Between fitness testing, training, and games, it was a dream week, 
according to Lexi, as she was able to play soccer every day in an 
incredible facility, with awesome coaches and trainers, and the 
highest level of play. 

Highlights of the week include running into US Men’s coach, 
Bob Bradley, outside the training room, meeting Galaxy player, Ed-
son Buddle after practice and watching a Galaxy game.  Lexi recalls, 
“That week was the most exciting soccer experience anyone could 
wish for.  I woke up every morning and got to play soccer, soccer, 
and more soccer, all day, every day.  Wearing the US Soccer crest 
on my uniform was a dream come true.  Having the opportunity to 
take a big step closer towards achieving my goal of making the full 
US Women’s Nations Team, I went away from the training camp 
with a smile and my face.” 

Amador Student Named 
to the U-14 Girls' 

National Soccer Team

Alexandra (Lexi) Nicholas

The Livermore-Granada Boost-
ers will be hosting the 1st annual 
“Race to the Flag Pole” scheduled 
for Veteran’s Day weekend, Sat-
urday, November 13, 2010.  The 
one mile race will go through 
downtown Livermore, starting 
on Second Street and finishing at 
Livermore’s original flag pole in 
Carnegie Park. This event is open 
to all ages and abilities and will 
encourage awareness and appre-
ciation for fitness and community 
pride.

All proceeds will support the 
Livermore-Granada scholarship 
program.  For the past 62 years, the 
Livermore-Granada Boosters have 
honored varsity scholar athletes 
from both high schools at our an-
nual banquet in May.  Substantial 

scholarships have been awarded 
by the Boosters to young men and 
young women who exemplify ath-
letic excellence and high academic 
achievement. The Boosters believe 
students who excel in academics, 
athletics, and community service 
become good civic leaders.  Since 
1958, the Boosters have awarded 
more than $187,000 in scholar-
ships. This year $26,000 needs to 
be raised in order to continue this 
tradition. 

Race-day registration will be-
gin at 7 a.m. at Carnegie Park in 
downtown Livermore. The race 
will be divided into age groups.  
The first age group will start at 
8:30 a.m.  Advance registration 
fees are $10 for kids ages 10 and 
under and $15 for ages 11 and up. 

On race day, all registration fees 
will be $5 higher.

Every participant will receive a 
commemorative T-shirt.  Awards 
will be given to the top finishers 
in each age division.  All schools 
in Livermore will have a chance to 
compete for a participation award. 
A $250 cash donation will be made 
to the school with the most partici-
pants.  There will be an awards cer-
emony after the race and a tribute 
to our veterans and flag. 

For more information visit 
www.livermoregranadaboosters.
org.  Application forms can be 
downloaded or registration can 
be made online.  Sponsorship 
opportunities are also available.  
Please contact Mike Nagel, Race 
Director, at 925-667-6535.

Race to the Flag Pole Provides 
Funds for Scholarships
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The exchange student adventure 
for the Livermore 8th grade ambas-
sadors of goodwill to Livermore's 
sister city, Yotsukiado, Japan, was 
launched last Thursday when all 
24 students and their chaperones  
boarded a JAL 747-400 and to fly 
from SFO to Narita Airport in Japan.  
The group has been meeting every 
Sunday since July to learn the nu-
ances of protocol, customs, and 
to learn and practice some dance 
routines that they will perform at 
a dinner reception in Yotsukiado.  
Prior to their leaving, Mayor Marshall 
Kamena (center next to student in 
Beatles t-shirt) stopped in at Trinity 
Baptist Church, where the meetings 
are held, to  wish the group Bon 
Voyage.

The Las Positas College Talk 
Hawks forensics team soared over 
the competition to win first place 
in Community College Sweep-
stakes at the Oct. 9 and 10 Santa 
Rosa Invitational at Santa Rosa 
Junior College.

The team also took  second 
place Individual Events Sweep-
stakes, beating teams from Cali-
fornia State University, Chico; 
San Jose State University; Solano 
Community College; Diablo Val-
ley College; and Chabot College, 
among others. A special high-
light is that Salim Razawi, Adam 
Neylan, and Megan Sinclair took 
first, second, and  third place in 
Programmed Oral Interpretation 
on both days.

Photos - Janet Brehe Johnson

Talk Hawks pictured (from left) are Salim Razawi, Dublin; Adam 
Neylan, Livermore; and Megan Sinclair, Hayward.
  

Team members are (back row)  Katie Johnson, Livermore; Brandon Rogers, Livermore; Lanea Warren, 
Pleasanton; and Salim Razawi, Dublin; (bottom row)  Jordan Adelman, Livermore; Melanie Johnsen, 
Livermore; Adam Neylan, Livermore; and Megan Sinclair, Hayward.

“Each team member this year 
has a wonderful mix of talent and 
heart, and I am so very proud to 
be working with them,” said Janet 
Brehe Johnson, Las Positas Col-
lege director of forensics. “They 
are humble, gracious students who 
are mostly new to the activity and 
deserve commendation. Every par-
ticipating Talk Hawk took home at 
least one individual award from the 
tournament.” 

Following is a list of the win-
ners:

Saturday, October 9: Mela-
nie Johnsen, Livermore, Finalist 
Novice Informative Speaking; 
Katie Johnson, Livermore,  first 
place Open Poetry Interpretation,  
second place Programmed Oral In-

terpretation; Adam Neylan, Liver-
more, first place Novice Prose 
Interpretation, first place Novice 
Programmed Oral Interpretation; 
Jenella Presley, Livermore, third 
place Novice Poetry Interpreta-
tion; Salim Razawi, Dublin, first 
place Novice Poetry Interpretation, 
second place Novice Programmed 
Oral Interpretation; Megan Sin-
clair, Hayward, third place Novice 
Programmed Oral Interpreta-
tion; Lanea Warren, Pleasanton, 

second place Open Informative 
Speaking;

Sunday, October 10: Jordan 
Adelman, Livermore, second 
place Open Drama Interpretation; 
Melanie Johnsen, Livermore, final-
ist Novice Informative Speaking; 
Katie Johnson, Livermore, third 
place Open Poetry Interpretation, 
first place Programmed Oral In-
terpretation; Adam Neylan, Liver-
more, first place Novice Prose In-
terpretation, second place Novice 

Programmed Oral Interpretation; 
Salim Razawi, Dublin, first place 
Novice Poetry Interpretation, first 
place Novice Programmed Oral 
Interpretation; Brandon Rogers, 
Livermore, second place Novice 
Drama Interpretation; Megan Sin-
clair, Hayward, third place Novice 
Programmed Oral Interpretation; 
Lanea Warren, Pleasanton, first 
place Open Informative Speak-
ing, finalist Open Impromptu 
Speaking.

Talk Hawks Fly 
Home with Awards
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in Carnegie Park, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

Our Best Shot, Oct. 1-31, Livermore Art 
Association exhibit, Livermore Library 
Art Gallery, 1188 So. Livermore Ave.

The Wild Vine,  Livermore artist Lenore 
Kreit, presents "Works in Life Drawing" 
from Oct.-Nov. A life-long artist, her 
work includes extensive life drawings & 
paintings in an expressionistic style as 
well as abstracts. Kreit exhibits throughout 
the Tri-Valley Area, Berkeley & Oakland 
areas. Wild Vine Art Gallery & Wine 
Lounge, 2187 First St., Livermore.

Exhibit of Nudes at Ryan Fine Art, 
through November 15. Gallery reopens 
with figurative work in larger-than-life 
sculpture by Don Homan, realism by 
Jennifer Wildermuth, Ozell Hudson 
and Steve Calderon, nude yoga-based 
photography by Matt Haber, Art Nouveau-
inspired hermaphrodite drawings by Jacob 
Hankinson, woodcut prints and etchings 
by Laura Miller, abstract figurative by 
Linda Ryan.  Gallery is located at 171 
So. J Street, sponsored by It’s All About 
Dancing. Post ArtWalk, Ethereal Designs 
will join the gallery with one-of-a-kind 
jewelry offerings and increased open 
hours.  See www.artwalklivermore.org 
for more info.

National Watercolor Society exhibit, 
paintings from the  89th Annual Exhibi-
tion. October 19 – December 2, Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleas-
anton. Information at 925.931.5355.

Livermore Art Association Winter 
Show, Nov.-Dec. at Dougherty Station 
Community Center, San Ramon. www.
LivermoreArtAssociation.org. 

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring their 
own materials and easels. Open to all art-
ists. Professional artist models (nude). No 
instructor. Students under 18 need written 
parental permission to attend. Cost $20 
per session. At the Bothwell Art Center 
2466 8th St. Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or email 
Barbara Stanton for more info about the 
workshop, 925-373-9638  -  microan-
gelo@earthlink.net.

Alexander’s Fine Art Gallery, series of 
summer and fall art workshops. Instruc-
tion will be in acrylic, oil, pastel and 
watercolor. Classes will be held at the 608 
Main Street. Visit www.alexandersfineart.
com for complete workshop informa-
tion, or call Rosalinda Herrera at (925) 
846-6015.

Art Critique and Coffee, every Friday, 
10 a.m. at Border's Cafe, Rose Pavilion, 
Pleasanton. poetryoncanvas@mac.com.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Red Feather Winery, 5700 Greenville 

Road, Livermore: calendar of events;  
Kids day at the winery, 2 to 4 p.m. Oct. 
29, games, costume parade, grape stomp , 
photo shots in the vines, and much more. 
Annual costume party on Oct. 30, 7 p.m. 
to ? Music to dance by Luna Fish, inside 
event with food and wine available for 
purchase. Information at 449-1871 or 
www.redfeatherwinery.com.

Occasio Winery new release, Oct. 30th 
& 31st.  Occasio Winery celebrates the 
new release of their first proprietary red 
blend, Sotto Voce.  Perfect with pumpkin, 

this velvety wine arrives just in time for 
Halloween.  Only 100 cases were made.   
Saturday, noon – 5pm for live music with 
Off the Record, and Sotto Voce tasting and 
appetizers in the Tasting Room all week-
end long!  2245B South Vasco Road, www.
occasiowinery.com  925-371-1987.

Eagle Ridge Vineyard is celebrating Fall 
with the annual "Sweets & Treats - pump-
kin related desserts, soups and/or goodies 
until Oct. 31. Purchase a pumpkin for 1 
penny with any wine purchase. Harvest 
Sale is underway, with a case sale offer-
ing 40% off on selected wines.  Please 
join us for all the events. Open Sat. and 
Sun. 12:00 - 4:30 at 10017 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore."

Series of Saturday Vineyard Tours and 
Tastings starts October 30 at 11 am. 
Murrieta's Well wines served as part 
of the tour of the 92 acre estate.  Silver 
Spur Members $10, all other guests 
$20. Call (925)-456-2395 to make your 
reservation.

Big Red Wine Tasting Event, Wente Vine-
yards and Murrieta's Well, Oct. 30, 6 p.m. 
Wente Vineyards Estate Tasting Room, 
5565 Tesla Rd., Livermore. Bordeaux 
varietal Cabernet Sauvignon, artisanal 
cheeses.  $20 for Wine Club  Members; 
$25 for all guests.Call 925-456-2305 to 
purchase tickets or go to www.wentevine-
yards.com. Reservations are required. 

Haunted Tasting at Rodrigue Molyneaux 
Winery.  October 31st. Visit the haunted 
tasting room. Ghouls and Goblins only 
for wine tasting please! $5.00 per person, 
waived with purchase.  3053 Marina Av-
enue, Livermore CA 925-443-1998, www.
rmwinery.com, events@rmwinery.com

End of Harvest Celebration at Rodrigue 
Molyneaux Winery. November 13 and 
14.  Both days will be packed with special 
events!. Saturday November 13th All 
Day: Batteate Baby Doll Sheep will be on 
display. Owner Allison will discuss vine-
yard sustainabiliy with her special wine 
sheep. Vineyard Photography by local 
photography Susan Helms. 12:15-1:15; 
Vineyard walk and talk with General Man-
ager, Lindsey Roffey, 1:30-2:30; Special 
Guest- Tom Wilmer will be out signing 
and talking about his book Wineseeker's 
Guide to the Livermore Valley; 3:00-4:00 
Winemaker Garry Rodrigue will conduct a 
Winery Equipment tour and talk on mak-
ing great wine. Sunday November 14th 
12:15-1:15- Wine Tasting Class "Learn to 
Taste Wine Like a Pro" led by Certified 
Sommelier Lindsey Roffey; 2:00-3:00 
Special Reidel Glassware Class led by 
Reidel Representative. Class includes 
sensory experience and wine tasting 
seminar. Each participant will receive 
three Reidel Cabernet Sauvignon glasses 
and taste rarely opened RM library wines. 
Cheese and wine reception immediately 
following. $55.00 per person advance 
purchase required. 4:00-5:00- Barrell 
Tasting.  $5 per day/ per person.  email 
events@rmwinery.com to RSVP or for 
info.  3053 Marina Ave, Livermore, www.
rmwinery.com

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting room 

from 12 to 4; open every day if the gate 
is open and for sure on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays 11 to 5. Red Feather 
Winery, 5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore.  
Information at 449-1871 or www.red-
featherwinery.com

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 pm. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

Blacksmith Square Saturday Concerts, 
Thomas Coyne Winery, John Christopher 

Cellars, Swirl Tapas Bar and Victorian 
Olive Oil present live music in the Square, 
3 to 6 p.m. Wine tasting (fee waived 
with purchase), food at menu prices. No 
outside food or adult beverages. Corner 
of South Livermore Ave. and Railroad 
Ave. downtown Livermore. 

Red Priest, Nightmare in Venice, Chamber 
Music reinvented for the 21st Century. 
Thurs., Oct. 28, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

San Ramon Symphonic Band, October 
29, 7:30 p.m. “A Night at the Cinema” 
Pops Concert, Dougherty Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center, 10550 Albion Rd., San 
Ramon. 973-3343 or SanRamonPerform-
ingArts.com.

Concerto Concert, In the inaugural season 
of the Las Positas College Center for the 
Arts, the college orchestra will be featur-
ing two of its students in a special concert 
on Oct. 29 at 8 p.m.  Harpist Grace Cross 
will  perform Dittersdorf's Concerto for 
Harp and Orchestra, and Robert Gast will 
be featured trumpet soloist in Prayer of 
St. Gregory by Alan Hovhaness. Main 
Stage. Tickets: $8 and $10, available at the 
door. 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore.   
925.424.1100 or go to www.laspositascol-
lege.edu/performingarts.

Masters of the Fiddle, Wed., Nov. 3, 7:30 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.livermoreperformin-
garts.org or 925-373-6800.

Paula Cole, Thurs., Nov. 4, 8 p.m. and Fri., 
Nov. 5, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

Livermore-Amador Symphony Pops 
Concert, fund-raiser, Nov. 5, Cresta 
Blanca Room, Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
Doors open 7 p.m., concert begins at 8 
p.m. All seats reserved, $30 per person 
(available Sept. 1). 447-6454.

Do It Yourself Jazz Festival, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Nov. 6. Las Positas College Perform-
ing Arts Center,  3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore.  Performing Arts Events Line 
at  424.1100 or go to www.laspositascol-
lege.edu/performingarts

David Burnham in Concert, Sat., Nov. 
6, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.fire-
housearts.org

Contra Costa Wind Symphony Concert 
on Nov. 6, conducted by Maestro Duane 
Carroll. Program featuring brass, music 
with an outer space theme, and a voice 
familiar to sports fans. The concert will 
begin at 8 p.m. at the Walnut Creek Presby-
terian Church, 1801 Lacassie Ave., Walnut 
Creek. Tickets—$15—are available at 
www.CCWindsymphony.org and at the 
door. The program, “Reach for the Sky,” 
will feature the symphony’s French horn 
section in Philip Sparke’s “Morning Song 
for Horn Quartet” and trumpet virtuoso 
Eric Eidbo, principal trumpet, in “Napoli: 
Variations on a Neapolitan Song.” Dick 
Callahan, the public address announcer for 
the Oakland Athletics and the UC Berke-
ley football team, will emcee the concert 
and read  “High Flight,” a sonnet written 
in December 1941 by a Royal Canadian 
Air Force pilot in England.  He wrote the 
piece six months before he died when his 
Spitfire fighter plane collided with another 
plane inside a cloud.  Carroll will lead the 
wind symphony in music from “Apollo 
13,” flight sequences from film scores 
by John Williams, selections from the 
animated film Castle in the Sky by Joe 
Hisaishi, and other works.

Pink Floyd Laser Extravaganza Tribute 
Show starring House of Floyd, Sat., Nov. 
6, 8 p.m. The Grand Theatre, 715 Central 

Ave., Tracy. (209) 831-6858, www.atthe-
grand.org. Tickets priced $25/$30/$35/

Mark Levine & The Latin Tinge – Jazz 
Quartet, Fri., Nov. 12, 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. www.firehousearts.org

Firehouse Kids, Craicmore – Music 
Around the Globe, Sat., Nov. 13, 11 a.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org

Craicmore – Celtic Music with Soul, Sat., 
Nov. 13, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

Tilden Trio, 8 p.m. Sat., Nov. 13, Del Valle 
Fine Arts Concert.  Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore.  925-373-6800, 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org.

Pleasanton Community Concert Band, 
family concert Sun., Nov. 14, 3 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. Free. Donations ap-
preciated.

Schumann Festival – Five Musical Events, 
Nov. 20, 2 to 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

Dar Williams, Joan Baez protege, Sat., Nov. 
20, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

The Music of Simon & Garfunkel, Nov. 
21, 2 p.m.  ABC Music Source and 
Academy–LVEF Fundraiser, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 

David Lanz – Pianist, Sat., Nov. 27, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org

Roger McGuinn, acoustic guitar, 7:30 
p.m. Sun., Nov. 28. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

ON THE STAGE
Lost in Yonkers by Neil Simon. Directed by 

Robin Taylor.  October 22–November 13. 
Role Players Ensemble Theatre, Village 
Theatre, 233 Front Street, Danville.  www.
danvilletheatre.com or 925-820-1278.

25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre, 
Oct. 29, 30, 31, Nov. 5, 6, 7. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.  Call 
462-2121 or go to www.trivalleyrep.com 
for information.

Web of Murder, Amador Valley High 
School drama, summons 9 people to an 
isolated mansion to hear the will of an 
irritable, wheelchair-bound host who 
has predicted her own death. During this 
gathering, she predicts the death of three 
others as well, but when the guests try 
to escape, they find that they are trapped 
and can only wait to see who dies next.  
AVHS Drama presents this riveting 
mystery at Amador Theatre October 28, 
29, 30 and November 4, 5 & 6 at 7:30pm. 
No children under six.  Tickets are $5 
for students and $8 for adults. Contact 
Kelsey Hartman (Drama Director) at 
khartman@pleasanton.k12.ca.us or visit 
our website at www.amadordons.com for 
more information.

Lamplighters 45th annual Champagne 
Gala. Spoof of the Twilight series 
(among many other things) with the 
world premiere of You Can't Bite City 
Hall, or, Some of My Best Friends Are 
Vampires. Political incorrectness abounds 
as San Francisco’s LGBZ (Lycanthropes, 
Ghouls, Bloodsuckers and Zombies) 
community runs afoul of City Hall. Silent 
auction offering one-of-a-kind items, 
including a walk-on role in a future Lamp-
lighters production. Join the cast after the 
show for a complimentary champagne 
reception. Sun., Nov. 7, 4 p.m.  Herbst 

Theatre, San Francisco. $50-95 ($3-$48 
is tax deductible), 415-392-4400 or city.
boxoffice.com. www.lamplighters.org

Miss Nelson Is Missing Presented by  Bay 
Area Children’s Theater, Nov. 6, 7, 13, 
14 at 2 and 4:30 p.m. and Nov. 12, 7 
p.m. Based on the book by Harry Allard, 
Illustrated by James Marshall. Adapted by 
Joan Cushing, Music and Lyrics by Joan 
Cushing Front Row Theater, inside the  
Dougherty Station Community Center, 
17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd. 973-3343 or 
SanRamonPerformingArts.com. 

Much Ado About Nothing, by William 
Shakespeare. Las Positas College pro-
duction in the Black Box theater in the 
Las Positas College Center for the Arts.  
Performance dates are November 12, 13, 
19 and 20 at 8 p.m. and November 14 and 
21 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 for general 
admission and $8 for students and seniors.  
For information about purchasing tickets, 
access the LPC Performing Arts website 
at www.laspositascollege.edu/perform-
ingarts.  For more information about the 
show or auditions, contact Ken Ross at 
kross@laspositascollege.edu. Auditions 
will be on August 23 and 24 from 7-9:30  
pm in the Center for the Arts, 3000 Campus 
Hill Drive, Livermore.

Mother Load, Nov. 13, 8 p.m. Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center. Off-
Broadway hit that mixes comedy with 
true confessions from the front lines 
of motherhood.  10550 Albion Rd, San 
Ramon. 973-3343 or SanRamonPerform-
ingArts.com.

COMEDY
Teen Improv, Tri-Valley High Episodes of 

Horror by Creatures of Impulse, Thurs., 
Oct. 28-Sat., Oct. 30, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. www.firehousearts.org

Night at the Improv, Nov. 19-20, 8 p.m. 
Front Row Theater, 17011 Bollinger 
Canyon Rd, San Ramon, 973-3343 or 
SanRamonPerformingArts.com.

DANCE
Basics of street dance, Nov. 9, 7 to 8 p.m. 

open to teens 12 to 17. Livermore Library, 
1188 So. Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Learn to pop, lock, and drop to your fa-
vorite tunes with Liz Roberts, street dance 
instructor from the Livermore School of 
Dance.  Wear comfortable clothing and 
bring your friends. Contact Sandy Fouts, 
925-373-5500 ext. 5583 or visit TEEN 
SPACE on the Library’s website: www.
livermore.lib.ca.us

Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Saturday night from Salsa 
to Swing, includes an optional group 
dance lesson at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 
8:15 dance lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance 
parties. It's All About Dancing, 171 So. 
J Street, Livermore. $15 cover charge.  
925-449-9292, or studio@itsallabout-
dancing.com.

New Performance Group, combines dance, 
gymnastics and acrobatics. Four hours of 
week of training to start. Two dance classes 
as well as tumbling and flexibility class. 
Information, contact gymfinityjuli@
yahoo.com or shellypop@sbcglobal.net. 
Dance Studio @ Gymfinity.

 
AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Auditions for Phantom of the Country 

Opera at Las Positas College.  Novem-
ber 16 and 17 from 7-9:30 PM.  This 
highly entertaining show will be the first 
musical in the new Center for the Arts.  
8 Principal roles of various ages, plus 
singing and dancing ensembles.  There is 
also a need for a 9-13 year old boy who 
sings.  Bring a prepared Broadway or 
Country Western song with sheet music.  
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Accompanist provided.  Rehearsals are 
on Monday through Thursday nights 
beginning January 18.  Performances 
are in mid April.  For more information, 
contact kross@laspositascollege.edu or 
call (925) 424-1166.

Livermore's 2011 Regional Talent Com-
petition  is now accepting applications. 
Top winners in each of two categories 
- youth (17 and under) and adults (18 and 
over) - will each take home $2,500.  This 
competition will feature singers, dancers, 
bands, pianists, magicians, comedians and 
other types of performances. Aspiring 
performers from anywhere are invited 
to audition and compete. Information 
and applications for auditions are avail-
able at LivermoresTalentCompetition.
com.  Applications must be received by 
December 31, 2010.

Singers sought to perform Handel’s 
Messiah on Friday, December 3 with 
the Pacific Chamber Symphony in the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore with   
professional orchestra and four profes-
sional soloists. Important to attend first 
rehearsal on Wednesday, November 3.Ad-
ditional working rehearsals will be held on 
Wednesday Nov 10 and Wednesday Nov 
17 from 7 to 9.   All preliminary rehearsals 
are at the Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
7557 Amador Valley Blvd, Dublin. A 
mandatory dress rehearsal will be held on 
December 3, from 3:30 to 6:00 onstage at 
the Bankhead Theater. The performance is 
at 8:00.  To sign up to sing please contact 
Joyce Nevins. Let her know your voice 
type and which rehearsals you can attend;  
janevins@livermore.lib.ca.us,  (925) 373-
5505 ext. 5577.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, Vine Cinema and 

Alehouse, 1722 First St., Livermore. 
Schedule: Nov. 11: Raiders of the Lost 
Ark; Dec. 9: Gone with the Wind; and 
Jan. 13: Star Wars. All movies begin at 7 
p.m. Information at www.VineCinema.
com or 447-2545.

Going Places: A Classic Film Series, shown 
the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
in the Pleasanton Library's meeting room 
through June 2, 2011. The program is a 
partnership of Las Positas College and the 
Pleasanton Public Library proudly pres-
ent. Candy Klaschus, film historian and 
Coordinator of the Humanities Program 
at Las Positas College, is the host. There 
is no admission charge. 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. 931-3400. No registra-
tion required.

OPERA
Tosca, Opera San José continues its 27th An-

niversary Season with Puccini’s Tosca. In 
Italian with English Supertitles The story of a 
popular opera diva brought down by the chief 
of Rome’s secret police, Tosca always leaves 
its audiences startled and breathless by the 
searing beauty of Puccini’s melodies. Eight 
performances are scheduled from November 
13 through 28 at the California Theatre, 345 
South First Street in downtown San José. 
Tickets are on sale at the Opera San José 
Box Office, by phone at (408) 437-4450 or 
online at www.operasj.org. Tosca is made 
possible, in part, by a Cultural Affairs Grant 
from the City of San José.

Met Opera Theater-casts, 10 a.m. simultane-
ous viewings and 12 encore rebroadcasts of 
Metropolitan Opera productions at Dublin's 
Regal Cinema, 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays - 
Schedule: Oct. 27: Richard Wagner's "Das 
Rheingold;"  Nov. 10: Mussorgsky's "Goris 
Godonov;" Nov. 13, Dec. 1: Donizetti's "Son 
Pasquale;" Dec. 11, Jan. 5: Verdi's "Don 
Carlo;" Jan. 8, 26: Puccini's "La Fanciulla 
Del West;" Feb. 12, Mar. 2: Glass's "Nixon in 
China;" Feb. 26, Mar. 16: Gluck's "Iphigenia 

in Tauride;" April 9, 27: Rossini's "Le Comte 
Ory;" April 23, May 11: Richard Strauss's 
"Capriccio;" April 30, May 18: Verdi's "Il 
Trovatore;" May 14, June 11: Wagner's 
"Die Walkure."

MISCELLANEOUS
Livermore teens ages 13 to 18: Send 

art, poetry, and short story submissions 
for the third issue of Livermore Public 
Library’s Fusion Teen Zine.  The deadline 
for submissions is November 1, 2010. To 
view the first and second issues of Fusion 
Teen Zine, or to download the Submission 
Guidelines and Release Form, please 
visit Teen Space on the library’s website: 
www.livermore.lib.ca.us. For further 
information, please contact Sandy Fouts, 
925-373-5500 ext. 5583. 

Pirates of Emerson - Haunting Fields, 
Oct. 1-31. Alameda County Fairgrounds 
in Pleasanton. For 2010, the award win-
ning Pirates are bringing Chills, Thrills 
and Cut Throat Terror to the Bay Area for 
the 19th year. Consuming over 4 acres, 
including 5 haunted houses, metallic 
maze, theatre, games and the spectacular 
Never was Haul, and not to mention the 
fiery pirate ship stage filled with enter-
tainment. Not recommended for children 
under 13. General $20, Speed Pass $30, 
Amusement Ticket upgrade $5 at door. 
Parking $8. Doing our best to make 
Pleasanton UN-Pleasant. 510-657-2121 
www.PiratesOfEmerson.com

BOO_etry 2: A Halloween Party with Po-
etry, Oct. 31. Dust off the scariest poems 
to read at the suspiciously special open 
mic. Halloween costumes are welcome, 
but optional. From 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
in Century House, 2401 Santa Rita Road, 
Pleasanton. Cost: $5.00, students free. 
Michelle Russo at mrusso@ci.pleasanton.
ca.us or 925-931-5350 or Deborah Gross-
man at pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com or 
www.facebook.com/PleasantonPoetry.

Veterans Day Ceremony, Sun., Nov. 7, 
1 to 3 p.m. Veterans Park, Peters Street, 
Pleasnton. The Pleasanton Community 
Concert Band will perform.

John Gray, the author of 17 best-selling 
books, including Men Are from Mars, 
Women Are from Venus,  latest book 
Venus on Fire, Mars on Ice, advises men 
and women to harness the connections 
between stress, blood sugar, body fat, and 
behavior to create lifelong passion and 
better health. Tues., Nov. 9, 7::30 p.m. 
Rae Dorough Speakers Series, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.  www.
bankheadtheater.org or 925.373.6800

5th Annual Halloween Fun Night, on 
Friday, October 29 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Pleasanton Tennis Complex on 
Hopyard Road and Valley Avenue. This 
free event drew more than 300 participants 
last year. Kids and adults alike attend in 
costume to tour the Haunted Hallway of 
Horror, enjoy yummy treats and tennis 
games for all age groups and skill levels 
including ‘Beat the Pro’ and ‘Speed 
Serve.’ For more information, please call 
(925) 931-3446.

 Great Books Poetry Weekend, Novem-
ber 6 and 7 at the Westminster Retreat 
in Alamo.  The three Saturday sessions 
and the Sunday morning session will 
include the discussion, among others, of 
works by Dylan Thomas, Phillip Larkin, 
W.H. Auden, W.B.Yeats, W. S. Merwin, 
and Constantin Cavafy.  Registration 
with overnight accommodations, $159; 
without, $100.  Registrars: Theda and 
Oscar Firschein at (650) 854-3980 or 
oscarf@earthlink.net, or Brent Browning 
at (408) 353-6340.  Registration deadline: 
October 18.

The 36th annual Carnival to Benefit 
Heifer International will be held  from 

3-7 p.m. on Saturday, November 6 at First 
Presbyterian Church of  Livermore, 2020 
5th Street, Livermore. All are invited to 
attend  this fun family event. Proceeds will 
benefit Heifer International, an  organiza-
tion that fights world hunger by promot-
ing sustainable  agricultural practices in 
developing countries and the USA. This  
year's attractions will include games, a 
cake walk, an animal  exhibition, home 
cooked meals, baked goods, craft sales, 
and a costume  parade. Come in either 
street clothes or Halloween costumes.  
Internet donations to Heifer International 
will be facilitated at the  carnival. Heifer 
gifts items will also be available for pur-
chase. For  more information, please call 
(925) 447-2078.

Entries Student Film Festival, Las Positas 
College, Dec. 10 and 11. Entries sought. 
Deadline is 10 p.m., Thursday, November 
18, 2010. Postmarks will not be accepted.  
Entries are accepted from all California 
students over 18 years of age who are 
enrolled in a California college, techni-
cal/trade school or ROP program. For 
a complete list of rules and submission 
information, contact Deanna Horvath at 
Las Positas College, lpcstudentfilmfest@
yahoo.com, 925-424-1285.

Thanksgiving Workshop, November 6, 2 to 
4 p.m. Dublin Heritage Park & Museums, 

6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. Children will 
make place card favors, cornucopia, pine 
cone turkeys and taste historic foods that 
the Pilgrims may have enjoyed.  $5 per 
participant. 452-2100. 

Concert - Hometown Heroes Annual Cel-
ebration, Sun., Nov. 7, 1 to 4 p.m. Dublin 
Senior Center 7600 Amador Valley Blvd., 
Dubli.  This special presentation will be by 
the 191st Army Band, known as the “Band 
of the Wild West” Jazz Band - “Septonic 
Trance."  The Band is under the command 
of CW2 Richard Servantez. Free -  will 
be accepting “new” socks to support the 
troops overseas. 925-556-6645 

1st annual “Race to the Flag Pole” pre-
sented by the Livermore-Granada Boost-
ers  Saturday, November 13, 2010.  The 
one mile race will go through downtown 
Livermore, starting on Second Street and 
finishing at Livermore’s original flag pole 
in Carnegie Park. This event is open to 
all ages. All proceeds will support the 
Livermore-Granada scholarship program.  
Race-day registration will begin at 7 a.m. 
at Carnegie Park in downtown Livermore. 
The race will be divided into age groups.  
The first age group will start at 8:30a.m.  
Advance registration fees are $10 for kids 
ages 10 and under and $20 for ages 11 
and up. On race day, all registration fees 
will be $5 higher. For more information 
visit www.livermoregranadaboosters.org.  

The Sarah Sloan Vocal Studio 
of Dublin will present its special 
annual Fall Vocal Recital on Nov. 
7 at 7 p.m.   

The recital will be performed 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Pleasanton. 

Singers from Granada High 
School, Amador Valley High 
School, Foothill High School and 
San Ramon Valley High will be 
featured in this concert. Admission 
is free. Pianists Laurie Hugill of 
San Ramon High School Choirs 
and Jeannine Woolery of Foothill 

Application forms can be downloaded or 
registration can be made online.  Spon-
sorship opportunities are also available.  
Please contact Mike Nagel, Race Director, 
at 925-667-6535.

Poetry and Prayer: A Panel Discussion 
on Poetry as a Language of Faith, Nov. 
16. Poet Laureate Deborah Grossman will 
host a panel discussion with several Tri-
Valley clergy from various faiths about 
the role that poetry plays in their religious 
tradition. The clergy will read examples 
of poetry in liturgy and speak about the 
significance of poetry in their faith. From 
7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton. Cost: $5.00, students free.  Michelle 
Russo at mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us or 
925-931-5350 or Deborah Grossman at 
pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com or www.
facebook.com/PleasantonPoetry.

All Breed Cat Show, Nov. 27-28 at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds, Pleasan-
ton. Presented by Fog City Cat Club. 
Over 55 breeds including judging of zoo 
(200) competing cats. Lots of vendors 
with gifts, toys, supplies, cat trees, beds, 
artwork, clothing, jewelry & more. Pedi-
greed kittens for sale, rescue kitten and 
cat adoptions, household pet cat judging 
too. 707 338-1261 or 916 812-3132. www.
fogcitycatclub.com

High School Choirs will accom-
pany the singers.

The program includes vocal 
music of Mozart, Handel, Gersh-
win and Rogers and Hammerstein 
among others.

Sarah Sloan has been a singer, 
performer and voice teacher in the 
Bay Area for over fifteen years. 
Her students have won numerous 
competitions and scholarships 
and performed at such venues as 
Pleasanton Playhouse, Broadway 
by the Bay, Diablo Light Opera 
and Peninsula Teen Opera.  

When asked about her philoso-

phy of training young voices Sloan 
said, “It is my mission to provide 
the highest quality vocal training 
possible while focusing on the 
individual needs of the student. 
I strive to create an environment 
in which my students feel safe to 
explore their creativity and express 
themselves fully.”

More information about the stu-
dio and the annual Fall Recital can 
be found at http://www.sarahsloan.
net or contact Sarah Sloan at (925) 
719-4984 or sarahsloan01@gmail.
com.

Vocal Recital Set for Nov. 7 in Pleasanton
Choir members prepare for recital.
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Veterans’ Day at Our Savior, Livermore, 
The public is invited to a special chapel service 
commemorating veterans and the service they 
have performed for all Americans. Be our 
guest on Thursday, November 11 at 8:30 am 
at Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 South 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore.  Hymns will be 
sung in honor of each branch of the military; 
there will be a flag ceremony; and a small token 
of appreciation will be given to each veteran. 
A coffee and doughnuts reception will be held 
prior to the chapel service beginning at 8 am, 
hosted by the Student Council of Our Savior 
Lutheran School.

Fairly trade gifts, housewares, acces-
sories and other hand-crafted items from 
artisans living in developing regions available 
at a Work of Human Hands Sale on October 31, 
9am – 12pm, and November 7, 9am – 12pm, in 
the courtyard of St. Michael church, 458 Maple 
Street.  The sale is part of the Work of Human 
Hands program. There will be information 
on how to locate fairly traded coffee, tea and 
chocolate at stores all around Livermore.  For 
many years, the coffee served with doughnuts 
on Sunday mornings has been Fair Trade and 
purchased locally.   

Boutique, The Peddler Shoppe, located 
in the Pleasanton Senior Center, 5353 Sunol 
Boulevard, Pleasanton, features one of a kind 
items handcrafted by Tri-Valley artisans. Host-
ing a Holiday Boutique on Tuesday, November 
2  from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m.  All proceeds go 
back into the community.

Cops and Cowboys, Livermore High 
School Lady Cowboys host Livermore Police 
Department fund-raiser basketball game. 
Wed., Nov. 3, 7 p.m. main gym. Evening of 
basketball and entertainment. Adults $6, kids 
$3. Admission free for any youth in a CYO 
jersey. No passes.

Holiday Craft Fair, Thurs., Nov. 4, 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Barn, 3131 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. Presented by the Livermore Labo-
ratory Employee Services Association. Over 
50 vendors will offer one of a kind crafted arts. 
Variety of lunch and dinner items sold courtesy 
of Amelia's Deli-Bistro. 

Annual Holiday Bazaar, Fri., Nov. 5 
and Sat., Nov. 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Handmade 
gifts, ornaments and holiday decorations. 
Homemade jams, jellies and baked goods. 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho 
St., Livermore. Free admission.

Christmas Boutique, The Livermore 
Lion's Club is holding its 17th annual Christ-
mas Boutique on Saturday November 6. The 
boutique features quality handmade items from 
local vendors as well as some commercial 
vendors all under one roof. The perfect place 
begin your Christmas Shopping. Cooking in 
the snack bar will be Matt from Los Vaqueros. 
This is a major fund-raising event for the Liver-
more Lions, who specialize in raising money 
for the sight and hearing impaired. Come out 
and help us help the community. Saturday, 
Nov. 6th from 9am-5pm. at the Bothwell Arts 
Center (formally the old rec center) 2466 8th 
Street, Livermore. For more information or to 
rent a table: call Toni at 925-784-5826 or Ben 
at 925-449-9974.

Holiday Boutique, Sat., Nov. 6, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. The Barn, 3131 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 
Vendors and food. Portion of the proceeds go to 
ARF (Animal Rescue Foundation). Vendors in-
terested in participating, contact Susan Meyer, 
519-0138 or lifeisgreat50@hotmail.com.

 The 36th annual Carnival to Benefit 
Heifer International will be held  from 3-7 
p.m. on Saturday, November 6 at First Presby-
terian Church of  Livermore, 2020 5th Street, 
Livermore. All are invited to attend  this fun 
family event. Proceeds will benefit Heifer 
International, an  organization that fights world 
hunger by promoting sustainable  agricultural 
practices in developing countries and the USA. 
This  year's attractions will include games, a 

cake walk, an animal  exhibition, home cooked 
meals, baked goods, craft sales, and a costume  
parade. Come in either street clothes or Hal-
loween costumes.  Internet donations to Heifer 
International will be facilitated at the  carnival. 
Heifer gifts items will also be available for 
purchase. For  more information, please call 
(925) 447-2078.

Boutique, Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet 
Reserve Association Unit 287 Livermore is 
holding a Crafters' Boutique on December 4, 
2010 at the Veteran's Hall 522 South L Street, 
Livermore from 9:00A.M. to 3:00 PM.  The 
proceeds are going to our servicemen and 
women serving overseas.  

Road Warriors 2010 Wraps Up 100 
Miles of Road Time to Support Wounded 
Veterans, From Memorial Day to Veterans 
Day, the goal of Road Warriors 2010 has been 
to support our nations wounded warriors and 
their families and have fun outdoors at the same 
time. Road Warriors 2010 invites participants 
and their families to join in our "final, fun wrap 
up run-walk-hike or bike" at Sycamore Grove 
Park in Livermore on Saturday November 6th. 
The event will start at the Wetmore Road end 
of the park between 9:30 and 10:00 am, then 
take off to explore the park at an individual's 
own pace to log those final miles in support 
of Wounded Warrior Project and Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund. $5.00 parking fee 
at Sycamore Grove Park or free parking at 
Independence Park. Details and directions at 
www.RoadWarriors2010.blogspot.com or call 
Candyce at 925-600-0664.

Animal Lovers' Boutique, Nov. 13, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Feline Medical Center, 
3160 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Benefit for the 
Jackie Barnett Just Like New Fund, a program 
of the Valley Humane Society. Selection of gifts 
for cats, dogs and the people who love them. 
The Litter Box features a collection of new and 
gently used donated items. Information, contact 
Cindy Ferrin, 323-8517 or Vickie Zeigler, 872-
7668 or visit www.valleyhumane.org.

Holiday Boutique Vendors, Donlon 
Elementary is hosting a Holiday Boutique on 
Saturday, December 11th and is looking for 
merchants.  This event is a fund-raiser for the 
Donlon Parent Faculty Club and all proceeds 
will benefit the classrooms.  The event will run 
from 10 am to 2 pm and  is held in the school's 
multipurpose room. To reserve a space, go to 
donlonboutique2010@gmail.com.  The cost is 
$20 per half table or $40 for an entire 11 foot 
table.  Space is limited.

Livermore Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner, volunteer information and planning 
meeting for volunteers, Wed., Nov. 10, 7 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th Street. 
Volunteer sign-ups will begin at this meeting.  
For more information please call anytime or 
check pout our web site at WWW.LCTD.ORG.  
On Thanksgiving Day between 1:00 PM and 
5:00 PM over 1000 meals will be served and 
deliver hundreds more to those unable to attend. 
Transportation is available to give people rides 
to and from the dinner. Those in need of a ride 
or a meal delivered please call 455-9782.

Health Fair for the community at Life-
StyleRx Saturday, October 30, 2010, 11:00am 
to 4:00pm, at the LifeStyleRx facility, 1119 E. 
Stanley Blvd. in Livermore. Free blood pressure 
checks, gait analysis, body fat analysis, target 
heart rate zones and a two-hour Zumba party.  
Free healthy refreshments and hourly raffles 
will add to the fun.  Adult flu shots will also be 
available for a $25 fee (cash or checks only). 
Bring children in their Halloween costumes and 
let them trick or treat at the various booths.  A 
fun-filled afternoon is planned for kids of all 
ages including face-painting, jumping houses, 
crafts and more. For more information, please 
call LifeStyleRx at (925) 454-6342.

 A health and resource fair will be offered 
on Sat., Oct. 30 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Dublin Senior Center. Seniors, caregivers, fam-
ily and friends are all invited. Presentations, 
health screenings and other information. Flu 
shots are $29.95. Dublin Senior Center, 7600 
Amador Valley Blvd., Dublin. Information 
(925) 556-4511 or www.dublin.ca.gov. Free 
blood pressure checks, bone density scans, 
ear wax checks, Healing Touch, lunch (while 
supplies last), and raffle prizes.

FIRST Lego League will be holding its 
first-ever tournament in Livermore on Novem-
ber 20 from 9:30-4:00 at Our Savior Lutheran 
School, 1383 S. Livermore Avenue.  Come 
watch the fun as 12 student robotics teams 
from the all over the Bay Area, including 3 
Livermore teams,  put their Lego-based robots 
into head-to-head competition.  FIRST Lego 
League's mission is to help students find the 
fun and excitement in science and technology 
through friendly competition.  The League is 
open to children ages 9-14.  Come to Our Savior 
Lutheran School and see this great program in 
action and learn more about it.   

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., Oct. 30, 20 miles Lafayette-Moraga trail, 
meet 10 a.m. at trail parking lot on Olympic 
Blvd., Randy Huey, 518-8439. Sat., Oct. 30, 12 
miles Grant Park in San Jose on Mt. Hamilton 
road, meet 10:30 a.m. Dane Carlson, 323-5865. 
Sun., Oct. 31, 38 miles loop out to Pinole via 
Reliez and Pig Farm Hill, meet 9 a.m. at staging 
area on Olympic Blvd., Gail Blanco, 872-1001. 
Wed., Nov. 3, 25 miles easy ride to Las Tram-
pas Park, meet 10 a.m. at Shannon Center in 
Dublin, Alaine Nadeau, 577-6586. Sat., Nov. 
6, progressive dinner, 65 miles, RSVP by Nov. 
4, to Bonnie Powers, 828-5299.

Livermore Amador Valley Garden Club 
will meet Thursday, November 11 at 7 p.m. at 
Alden Lane Nursery, Livermore.  Jacquie Wil-
liams-Cartwright of Alden Lane will speak on 
“Winterizing the Garden.” Visitors welcome. 
For more information visit www.lavgc.org.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, candlelight Vigil 
in front of the Museum on Main, 603 Main 
Street, downtown Pleasanton, Wed., Nov. 10, 
7 p.m. Participants will reflect on the human 
and monetary costs of the war, honor veterans 
who have sacrificed. Peaceful War Protest on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month, November 
24 between 5 - 6 at the corners of First and 
Neal Streets.  Cathe Norman at (925) 462-
7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com; 
or kdowding@pacbell.net or visit the website 
www.Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Dive N Trips, meeting Thurs., Nov. 11, 
7 p.m. 1032 Serpentine Lane, Suite 108, 
Pleasanton. Night with author/underwater 
photographer Steve Rosenberg. 

Livermore Public Library, board meet-
ing, 7 p.m. Thurs., Oct. 28, at the Civic Center 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. An agenda 
will be posted at the library 72 hours prior to 
the meeting.

Pumpkin Launch, Tri-Valley Church of 
Christ on 4481 East Ave., Livermore, is holding 
its annual Pumpkin Launch on October 30, from 
2pm - 5pm.  There will be games, candy, snacks, 
drinks and of course launching of pumpkins 
from different catapults and trebucets.  Come 
join the fun and festivities.

Being a Friend, Pleasanton teens, par-
ticularly middle school, are invited to attend 
a free workshop with author Annie Fox at the 
library on Wed., Nov. 10, 4 to 5 p.m. Annie 
will be leading a discussion about what it 
means to be a real friend and how to cope 
with changing relationships. Snacks will be 
provided and 3 lucky students will win cop-
ies of one of Annie’s books from her popular 
Middle School Confidential series. Annie will 
be selling and signing her books. Pleasanton 
Public Library Meeting Room, 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. The program is free. It is 
open to teens only.  For more information, call 
Teresa Parham, 931-3404 or e-mail tparham@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us

All Livermore High School alumni in-
vited to 1st Annual Homecoming Gathering, 
Livermore High School football field, Oct. 
29. Reserved seating in the stands for alumni. 
LHSAA booth will be located next to the snack 
bar. Game times, JN 4:30, varsity 7 p.m., 
homecoming halftime festivities at around 
8:15. LHS Alumni Association will present an 
$1800.00 donation to LHS from the LHS AA 
fund-raiser in September. Entrance fee $ 6.00 
per adult. $3.00 children under 12, senior citizen 
$3.00. LHSAA Life members admitted free. 
Contact info –Kristin Waters-Meyer class of 87; 
Skmeyer24@comcast.net or 925-447-4758; 
Facebook –Livermore High School Alumni, 
Lhsalumniassoc.wordpress.com

Ohlone Audubon meets November 2 at 
7:30 p.m. at Casa Sandoval, 1200 Russell Way, 
Hayward 94541. "Chimps and Gorillas--with 
a dash of Plants and Birds" from East African 
savanna to Central African rainforest will 
be presented by naturalist Michael Ellis. No 
admission charge and refreshments served. For 
more information call 510-507-3383.

Hacienda School, located at 3800 
Stoneridge Dr. in Pleasanton, is holding an 
Open House - Saturday, November 6,  from 
10 am - 12 pm.  Hacienda School is a private 
school that uses modified Montessori teach-
ing techniques.  Call (925) 485-5750 with 
questions.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
welcomes new and long-time residents to its 
monthly luncheon on Nov. 18 at Forbes Mill 
Restaurant, 200 Sycamore Valley RD. West, 
Danville.  The cost is $19. The speaker will be 
award winning author, Suzanne Woods Fisher.  
11:30 to 2PM.  Call  Grace, 925-828-8554, for 
reservations and information.

Tri-Valley Seniors: Need a ride to your 
medical appointment? Seniors who require 
door-to-door service are now eligible for a 
ride to their medical appointments. Volunteers 
use their personal vehicles to drive seniors to 
and from medical appointments. Seniors must 
be 60 and over, living in Dublin, Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Sunol, and unable to find a ride 
(relative, friend, bus, paratransit.) For a ride, 
or to volunteer, call Jennifer Cullen at (925) 
931-5387 or email her at ja.cullen@yahoo.
com. Funding for the Senior Transportation 
Program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority and 
Measure B Funds.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Val-
ley. Activities include a coffee on the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah 
Jongg, bridge, walking and hiking groups, 
family activities and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 215-8405 or visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com.

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Christensen, 
Arroyo Seco and East Ave Schools, and Excep-
tional Needs Network and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in Livermore. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

RELIGION
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-

more, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday 
and at 7:30 p.m. on the second Sunday of each 
month. Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) 
is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church and 
reading room are located at Third and N Streets. 
The Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. Sunday 
worship at 9 a.m.; Sunday School and Adult 
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m.; contemporary 
service 11 a.m. (Connected). For information, 
call 925-447-1246.

Calvary Chapel Livermore, Sunday 
Services 10:30 am and 6:00 p.m. 545 N. L 
Street Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 

Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open 
and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for 
more information. 

Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 
to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
925-305-9468. 

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8:30, 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. with Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Bible study for adults 
and activities for all ages on Wednesdays at 
6:45 p.m. 447-1848.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Blvd., Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Tuesday 
Bible study, 10 a.m. to noon. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Tri-Valley Unity Church, 2260 Camino 
Ramon, San Ramon. Class for children, ages 
1-10, during church service, 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
Ongoing adult classes and small groups. All 
are welcome. (925) 829-2733. www.trival-
leyunity.com

Meditation Study Group, Practice new 
meditation methods, based on teachings of 
Shinzen Young, using audio, video and hand-
outs, 7:15-8:30 p.m., on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of every month, at Tri-Valley Unity's 
Gathering Place, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., 
#120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at gstaehle@
comcast.net 

Spiritual Reiki Group The Japanese 
system of Reiki is a spiritual practice which 
uses meditations, chanting, visualizations, 
and hands-on energy group work so that we 
can connect to our true nature. No prior Reiki 
experience is necessary. On the first and third 
Saturdays of every month, 10-11:45 a.m. at Tri-
Valley Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at 
gstaehle@comcast.net.

Community Bible Study Class, book of 
Luke will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church. CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all women, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30AM beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Awaken Your Catholic Faith, six session 
series, learn and ask questions, all in a friendly 
and confidential setting with other Catholics. 
The Catholic Communities of Pleasanton, 
Livermore, Dublin, and San Ramon invite you 
to six Awakening Faith sessions, Wednesdays, 
7:00 to 8:30 PM at St. Elizabeth Seton.  It is 
for Catholics who have been away from their 
faith and also for Catholics who want to en-
hance their faith.  All are welcome.  For more 
information, please contact Father Joseph at 
(925) 846-4489.

Bible Study, All are welcome to the St. 
Charles/St. Michael’s Bible Study Mondays 
through November 1st from 7:30-9:30 pm.  
The topic is “How to Be Happy” in light of the 
Gospel of Matthew.  Materials are $10.  For 
more questions or to reserve space, contact Julie 
at upcatholic@aol.com or 925-447-4549 ext. 
114. St. Charles Borromeo is located at 1315 
Lomitas Ave., Livermore.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, ser-
vices on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 p.m., 
worship 11 a.m.  www.livermoresda.org/  All 
are welcome.

Mass of Remembrance, Mon., Nov. 
15, 7:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Family and friends 
of loved one invited to attend. If desired, bring 
a small picture or mememto of loved one. 
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The Bay Area Air District has 
announced the results of  the Great 
Race for Clean Air, a two-month 
competition among Bay Area em-
ployers to see who could show the 
largest reduction in the production 
of CO2.

During the months of August 
and September, 4,589 employees 

Pleasanton Unified School 
District's Amador Valley High 
School team has some of the best 
high school mathematicians in the 
country, as demonstrated by their 
12th-place finish in the 2010 Fall 
Startup Event, a national math-
ematics contest administered by 
National Assessment & Testing.

Coach Kevin Kiyoi prepared 
students for the first major com-
petition of the academic year. 
During the competition students 
worked for thirty minutes, racing 
to answer one hundred problems 
in a variety of mathematical top-
ics.  With so many questions and 
so little time, competitors must 
not only have strong mathematical 
skills, but also be able to quickly 

Carl Asbury, B.A., business, ’76, San Francisco Bay Area Rapid 
Transit District team leader is the Alumni Service Award Recipient 
presented by the Boise State Alumni Association. Recipients of 
this award are honored for their extraordinary dedication and 
commitment, demonstrated through volunteer service to the Alumni 
Association or the university. While living more than 600 miles 
away in the San Francisco Bay Area, this true Bronco fan remains 
in touch with his roots in the Treasure Valley as a Bronco contact 
for the Boise State Alumni Association. He serves on the boards 
of directors for the Livermore Housing Authority and the California 
Autism Foundation.

 Army Pvt. Nathan B. Hewitt 
has graduated from Basic Combat 
Training at Fort  Sill, Lawton, 
Okla. He is the son of Darrel and 
Beth Hewitt of  Livermore. Hewitt 
is a 2006 graduate of Ceila Chris-
tian Academy, Livermore.

Jeremiah S. Boehner graduat-
ed from the Army ROTC (Reserve 
Officer Training Corps) Leader 
Development and Assessment 
Course, also known as "Operation 
Warrior Forge," at Fort Lewis, 
Tacoma, Wash.

The 32 days of training provide 

from 152 companies logged in 
daily air-friendly commutes. Ap-
proximately 900 tons of CO2 were 
avoided by employees who chose 
not to drive to work alone.

CO2 savings were calculated 
based on the length of the employ-
ee’s commute, their vehicle’s gas 
mileage and the number of miles 

that were traveled using one of the 
commute alternatives.

ValleyCare Health System was 
Tri-Valley Region winner

A complete list of regional win-
ners is available at http://www.spa-
retheair.org/Get-Involved/Your-
Community/Great-Race.aspx. 

decide which problems to solve 
and which to skip.

After results from students 
across the nation were processed, 
several Amador Valley High 
School students, which includes 
middle school students, received 
individual awards, helping their 
team to place 12th in the nation.  
In the Middle School division, 
Rick Huang placed 7th, Christina 
Ji was 11th, Shrinithi Narayanan 
placed 13th, Henry Wang finished 
in 14th-place, Neel Kant and 
Steve Guo tied for 17th-place, 
Joseph Mo placed 20th, and Orion 
Xiao and Roland Huang tied for 
23rd-place.  In the 9th-grade di-
vision, Eugene Chen placed 1st, 
Jerry Li and Christine Xu tied for 

15th-place.  Ian Zou placed 17th, 
and Brian Shimanuki was 20th.  
Rahul Kulkarni placed 17th in 
the 11th-grade division.  Amador 
Valley High School will next be 
participating National Assessment 
& Testing’s 2010 Ciphering Time 
Trials on December 9.

National Assessment & Testing 
administers high-quality math-
ematics competitions that high 
schools can participate in through 
the mail.  

The contests cover a variety of 
formats, including individual and 
team tests, as well as a variety 
of difficulties, from one hundred 
easy problems in thirty minutes 
to fifteen complex problems in 
one week.

The newly formed Leos from Dougherty High School attended the 
Livermore Lions Club's meeting last week to submit their charter 
papers and to deliver the 350 glasses and 400 new soft glass cases 
they had collected. Pictured with the items and representing the 
Leos were (from left) secretary Taj Raj, co-president Justine Sea-
stress, board member Amir Shiraz, vice president Russell Hoover, 
and co-present Alvin Wu. Pictured in the center is Ben Barrientos, 
president of the Livermore Lions Club. The Leos will be helping the 
Livermore Lions at their annual Christmas Boutique on Nov. 6 at 
the Bothwell Arts Center.

the best possible professional 
training and evaluation for all 
cadets in the aspects of military 
life, administration and logisti-
cal support.  Although continued 
military training and leadership 
development is included in the cur-
riculum, the primary focus of the 
course is to develop and evaluate 
each cadet's officer potential as a 
leader by exercising the cadet's 
intelligence, common sense, in-
genuity and physical stamina.  
The cadet command assesses each 
cadet's performance and progress 
in officer traits, qualities and pro-

fessionalism while attending the 
course.

Cadets in their junior and senior 
year of college must complete the 
leadership development course.  
Upon successful completion of the 
course, the ROTC program, and 
graduation from college, cadets 
are commissioned as second lieu-
tenants in the U.S. Army, National 
Guard, or Reserve.

The cadet is a student at the 
University of San Francisco. He is 
the son of William J. and Heather 
S. Boehner of Pleasanton.  Boeh-
ner is a 2003 graduate of Amador 
Valley High School, Pleasanton.

ValleyCare Regional Winner in Clean Air Contest

Amador Math Team Does Well in National Contest
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