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Inside Voters can watch two different forums focusing on the Livermore election:

• Cable Channel TV 30 is showing interviews of the candidates at various times. 
  For the schedule check www.tri-valleytv.org

• The forum hosted by the League of Women Voters and American Association 
  of University Women can be viewed on-line at the Livermore Heritage Guild 
  website: livermorehistory.com
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FOR LIVERMORE 

CITY COUNCIL

BOBBY DALE BURGER

STEWART GARY

MARSHALL KAMENA

LAUREEN TURNER
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FOR LIVERMORE 

MAYOR

BARBARA HICKMAN

JOHN MARCHAND

MINUETE McKERNAN On November 8, The Independent recommends:
Livemore Mayor: John Marchand

Livermore City Council: Marshall Kamena and Stewart Gary
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Campaign signs are posted throughout the city in support of candidates running for office in Livermore.

Veterans Day Observance 
at Las Positas College

In observance of Veterans 
Day, Las Positas College invites 
the public to attend a free his-
tory presentation featuring three 
nationally renowned World War 
II heroes on Thursday, Nov. 
10, 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., in the 
Barbara Fracisco Mertes Center 
for the Arts, Building 4000. 
Guests are encouraged to arrive 
for the 9:45 a.m. Presentation 
of Colors. 

The first speaker, 10:30-11:30 
a.m., is Maggie Gee, one of only 
two Chinese-American wom-
en pilots who served with the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots 
(WASP). She helped male pilots 
train for combat and became a 
part of an air transport program 
where she would ferry men and 
aircraft to ports of embarkation. 
In 2009, a book was written 

Livermore High School student Emmy Young poses with the mural she painted as part of the 
urban artists program. For they story, see page 11.

Events to Honor Veterans
about her life story called, “Sky 
High: The True Story of Maggie 
Gee.” In 2010, she received the 
Congressional Gold Medal.

The second presentation, 12-1 
p.m., features Lt. LeRoy Gillead 
and Lt. Col. Harold Hoskins Jr., 
two of the original Tuskegee Air-
men, a group of African-Ameri-
can pilots who fought in World 
War II. Before 1940, African-
Americans were barred from 
flying for the U.S. military. In 
1941, civil rights efforts results 
in the formation of an all Afri-
can-American pursuit squadron 
based in Tuskegee, Ala. which 
became known as the Tuskegee 
Airmen - recognized as one of 
the most highly respected fighter 
groups of World War II. An 
eponymous award-winning 1995 
film chronicles their heroism and 
significance in integration of the 
military.

Following is the complete 
schedule of events:

• 8 a.m. Dedication of the 
Flag by the Student Veterans 
Organization 

•  9:45 a.m. National Anthem 
and Presentation of Colors by 
Travis Air Force Base                   

• 10:30 a.m. Maggie Gee 
Presentation 

• 12 p.m. Tuskegee Airmen 
Presentation 

• 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. BBQ by 
Elite Cafeteria 

• 5 p.m. TAPS performed by 
David Kratochvil

Other highlights include 
WASP and Maggie Gee display 
in the Library, Branches of Ser-
vice display in the Multi-Disci-
plinary Building 2400, Air Force 
Jazz Band, Warrior Watch Riders, 
Vietnam-era Huey helicopter, 
past and present military vehicles 

(See VETERANS DAY, page 11)

By Ron McNicoll
Building the first phase of 

BART to Livermore and complet-
ing the Iron Horse Trail ranked 
as the top two projects identified 
by two dozen residents at a Val-
leywide workshop. 

That support is enough to 
bring the two capital projects 
to the attention of the screening 
committee that will be making 
recommendations to the Alameda 
County Transportation Commis-
sion (ACTC) board, said consul-
tant Bonnie Nelson.

Those present at the ACTC-

BART, Iron Horse Top List of Preferences
sponsored meeting in Dublin last 
Wednesday also favored funding 
four program categories. Novem-
ber 2012, Alameda County voters 
will be asked to approve a one 
cent permanent sales tax measure 
for transportation, known as B3.  
A two-thirds majority will be re-
quired to approve the measure.

If the vote fails, the current 
one-half cent sales tax would 
remain in effect until 2022. Most 
of the projects authorized for it 
have been completed or will be 
completed within a few years. 
Completion of the projects, and 

sentiment expressed around the 
county for more projects have 
motivated the push for a perma-
nent tax. 

The four program categories 
favored for funding by the 24 
potential voters at the Dublin 
meeting were local streets and 
roads (21), bicycle and pedestrian 
safety (18), transit operations 
(15), and paratransit for seniors 
and disabled (14).

In the capital improvements 
category, BART’s first phase, 
which would take it to near Isabel 
Avenue, received 18 votes, as 

did completing the Iron Horse 
Trail.  BART’s second phase to 
Livermore, which is slated for 
Greenville Road, garnered 16 
votes.

Nelson told The Independent 
that the second phase of BART 
did not rise to a level sufficient 
to be presented to the committee. 
The cut-off is really about money, 
she explained.

Phase 1 will cost an estimated 
$1.2 billion. Adding phase 2 
brings the cost to $4 billion, she 
said. The revenue expected to 
be raised during the next project 

and program period is $7.7 bil-
lion. It’s politically unlikely the 
remainder of the county would 
stand for spending more than 
half of the total allocation on a 
Livermore BART extension.

However, county money won’t 
be the only financial source, as 
some federal and state funding 
is expected for the BART exten-
sion.

Nelson emphasized that the 
meeting was only one of many 
input sources providing the com-
mittee information on how the 

(See MEASURE B3, page 10)

The final campaign finance 
reports before the election show 
that council candidate Mar-
shall Kamena and candidate 
for mayor, John Marchand, 
have collected the most money 
through Nov. 3

The most recent reporting 
period is from Oct. 23 to Nov. 
3, 3011.

Marshall Kamena collected 
$1450 during the most recent 
reporting period. His total is 
$19,298. In addition, he has a 
$3000 loan to himself. Kame-
na’s donors include $250 each 

Kamena, 
Marchand 
Raise Most 
Money

(See DONATTIONS, page 10)

Plans for a new memory 
care/assisted living facility in 
Pleasanton led councilmembers 
to suggest it is time to update the 
city’s green building ordinance.

The vote to approve the 46 
bed, 21, 481 square foot facility 
was unanimous. It will be located 
on Sunol Boulevard just south of 
the cemetery.

The council increased require-
ments for energy efficiency and 
green building. The council add-
ed more energy star appliances, a 
requirement that the builder work 

with the city on improving green 
building and energy efficiency, 
LED lighting in the parking lot, 
and separate trash containers for 
recyclables, as well as universal 
design standards. The council 
also asked that a discussion be 
held to determine if those under 
age 60 could be admitted.

Universal design includes a 
broad-spectrum of ideas meant 
to produce buildings, products 
and environments that are inher-
ently accessible to both people 

Pleasanton to Review 
Green Building Rules

(See GREEN, page 9)

After reviewing more than 
100 submissions from cities 
throughout California hoping to 
be named official start or finish 
locations, AEG, presenter of the 
Amgen Tour of California, has 
announced the 13 official Host 
Cities for the 2012 race. The 
seventh consecutive edition of 
the Amgen Tour of California 
will travel more than 750 miles 
from May 13 – 20, 2012. 

Livermore has been selected 
as a finish city. Livermore vice 
mayor John Marchand was on 
hand for the official announce-
ment on Thursday.

Marchand stated, “The Am-
gen Tour is America’s premier 
cycling event. The residents of 
Livermore have enthusiastically 
supported the tour every year 
that it has come to our city. In 
May of this year, Livermore’s 
revitalized downtown was on 
the world stage as Livermore 
served as a host city for the state 
of Stage 4. Through the efforts 
of a great planning team and the 
strong support of the community, 

over 10,000 race fans joined in a 
citywide celebration of cycling, 
cheering on the riders as they 
started the race for the day.”

Kristin Bachochin, execu-
tive director of the Amgen Tour 
of California, said of the race,  
“Our goal for the Amgen Tour 
of California has always been to 
create a route that provides not 
only a challenging race for the 
world’s top cyclists, but one that 
highlights the beauty and diverse 
terrain that make up the great 
state of California. Every year we 
challenge ourselves to raise the 
bar once again and create a route 
more challenging than the last, 
but that’s the great thing about 
planning a race in California. 
There is so much from which we 
can choose. From epic climbs to 
fast and flat stages to rolling hills 
and thrilling finishes by the sea, 
California has it all.”

Marchand noted, “I’m sure 
that our picturesque hills and 
vineyards, our cultural arts ven-
ues and events, and our sweeping 

It's Official, Livermore to Host 
Bicycle Race Stage Finish
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Pleasanton Police Seek 
Help in Finding Missing Teen

LHS sophomore and PTSA secretary Chloe Williams prepares 
the candy bar for the spooktacular staff feast.

Livermore High School PTSA throws a spooktacular feast for staff
By Patricia Koning

On Halloween, the new Liver-
more High School (LHS) Parent 
Teacher Student Association 
(PTSA) threw a spooktacular 
feast for the staff, complete with a 
“poison” candy bar and witches’ 
brew, in the form of Panera soup 
and bread. PTSA members and 
other parents provided drinks, 
salads, and desserts. 

“We’re a brand new organi-
zation, so we don’t have money 
to purchase supplies or award 
grants,” said PTSA president 
Mary Stolz. “However, we have 
plenty of eager volunteers who 
are willing to help, so this is 
something we can do.”

The LHS PTSA is the first in 
the Livermore Valley Joint Uni-
fied School District at the high 
school level. Stolz said the orga-
nization has three main goals: to 
increase communication between 
students, staff, and parents; to 
coordinate staff appreciation; and 
to provide academic support. 

The PTSA has provided vol-
unteers to help process students 
at orientation, sort physical edu-
cation uniforms, assign lockers, 
and assist in setting up and taking 
down science labs. “They are 
available at the drop of an email,” 
said LHS PE teacher Denise Bo-
eder. “The volunteers helped with 
all of the extra start-of-school 
tasks so we could attend to the 
students.”

AP biology teacher Susan 
Edgar-Lee has already benefited 
from parent help in her labs. 
“Science is a very demanding 
subject to teach because of the 
labs. The extra help has enabled 
us to do more hands-on activi-
ties,” she said.

Stolz believes it is a mis-
conception that parents of high 
school students aren’t interested 
in volunteering at school. “Par-
ents still want to help, but it’s 
hard to know where to step in,” 
she said. “If you don’t have an 
athlete or band member, where 

do you go to help? The PTSA is 
now that place.”

The LHS PTSA is not meant 
to supplant any existing parent 
volunteer organizations, like the 
Livermore-Granada Boosters 
Club, which supports athletic 
programs. “We are here to fit in 
where we can and enhance the 

already great experiences offered 
to students and families,” said 
Stolz. “We want to focus on com-
munity outreach, relationship 
building, and offer leadership 
opportunities to our community 
of students.”

The PTSA is promoting LHS 
Green Solutions Academy Teach-
er Mike Waltz’ entry into the 
Clorox Grant “Power a Bright 
Future” competition. The LHS 
entry has been given “Clorox 
Pick” status. However, the win-
ner is still based on votes from 
the public. To vote, visit www.
powerabrightfuture.com/gal-
lery/detail/?nid=937 or text “clo-
rox5374” to 44144. Voting closes 
on Dec. 9. 

The LHS PTSA has over 150 
members and three student board 
members: Chloe Williams, secre-
tary; Breanna Jusinski, historian; 
and Ashley Holmes, ASB and 
student athletics representative. 
For Williams, a sophomore, the 
PTSA offers her a chance to get 
involved in student leadership. 
“My schedule hasn’t allowed me 
to take leadership as a class,” she 
said. “By serving on the board of 

the PTSA, I hope to give voice to 
the students who aren’t in leader-
ship or any big activities.”

For more information on the 
LHS PTSA, visit www.liver-
morehs.schoolloop.com and find 
“PTSA” under the Resources 
tab or look for Livermore High 

School PTSA on Facebook. 
Membership is $10 and can be 
mailed to 600 Maple Street, 
Livermore, CA 94551 Attn: 
PTSA. Please include your con-
tact information or email Mary 
Stolz at marystolz@sbcglobal.
net to join.

The Pleasanton Police Department seeks the public’s help in 
locating a late 90’s model black Honda, California license number 
4PRM200. Authorities suspect that the vehicle is operated by Gavin 
McFate, 25, who is wanted on an Alameda County felony arrest 
warrant and is thought to be in the company of a missing 15-year-
old Pleasanton girl. The girl, Shelby Harris, was reported missing 
Wednesday. It is unknown at this time if she is with McFate volun-
tarily or against her will.

Harris is white, 5-foot-7 inches tall, and approximately 140 
pounds with black hair and brown eyes. She was last seen wearing 
a Halloween costume with a red cape, red shirt, blue jeans, black 
high heeled shoes, and a Mardi Gras mask.

McFate is a white male, 6-foot-3 inches tall and approximately 
210 pounds, with brown hair and brown eyes.

Pleasanton police urge anyone who sees the vehicle or the couple 
to please contact them at 925-931-5100.

Anyone with information that may aid in the ongoing investigation 
and the recovery of Harris is urged to contact the Pleasanton Police 
Department at (925) 931-5100. 
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My Vote
Kathy Coyle
Livermore

It is City Council election time 
again with reminders of old news, 
past pledges, campaign promises 
and issues. Once again, the Urban 
Growth Boundary fence is mak-
ing its way through town.

Friends of Livermore (FOL), 
which supports the Kamena/
Marchand/Gary slate, continues 
to cut the same swath it always 
does against any opponents by at-
tempting to make this election all 
about the supposedly vulnerable 
Urban Growth Boundary. The 
one attempt to move the UGB 
2005, was defeated by a huge 
margin, so let’s move on!

The FOL drew the UGB by 
arguing development in North 
Livermore would destroy the 
small town charm of our down-
town. This group, along with the 
Livermore Valley Performing 
Arts Center, supported bringing 
BART through downtown. They 
aggressively support the massive 
and risky regional theater, which 
will bring in 2000 people, most 

from out of town, every night it 
is open. How does either of these 
projects preserve our small town 
charm?

The Independent says the 
current council “listened” to the 
community regarding the BART 
initiative. It took 8300 signatures 
on a petition for them to realize 
they were in serious trouble on 
this issue. I wouldn’t call making 
the choice to adopt the initiative 
“listening” to anyone, when the 
options were “put it on the bal-
lot or adopt it.” The council also 
spent $250,000 to fund a report 
designed to give them a “Lone 
Ranger” moment and save face.

So, whose voices will the new 
council hear? We have an op-
portunity to replace the one sided 
council with one more broadly 
representing the community. The 
Friends of Livermore just wants 
to play musical chairs via an 
end run around term limits they 
supported.

I believe it is time for some 
fresh faces and ideas and will 
vote accordingly.

BART on 580
Kristen Emery
Livermore

Someone in your last Editorial 
was questioning why the “Keep 
BART on 580 signs.” The “Keep 
BART on 580” is a group of peo-
ple that came together last year 
with the goal to keep BART on 
580. This same group of people is 
now focused on getting the right 
people in office who listen and 
talk to their people so we don’t 
have to stand out in the rain and 
waste days/weekends getting 

signatures just so our voices can 
be heard. 

I am one of those people that 
stood out in the rain. I must say 
I have NEVER been political in 
my life. I wasn’t even registered 
to vote up until a few years ago. 
But, the BART issue concerned 
me. I went to the city council 
meetings. I felt it was pointless. 
The City Council was going to 
do whatever it wanted. I had a 
friend who convinced me not 
give up. We joined this group 
of concerned citizens. I found 
we were not alone. When I was 
getting signatures people were so 
happy to see us out there. They 
thanked us for taking our time 
so their voices can be heard. I 
personally would have liked to 
see the initiative on the ballot so 
everyone had their say. 

But, I must admit I am happy 
BART will be on 580. So, dur-
ing this election I stepped up to 
do what I could do to support 
Barbara Hickman, Bobby Burger 
and Laureen Turner with the 
campaign. I do not want to spend 
anymore weekends standing in 
the rain to get my voice heard. I 
would like to see a council listen 
to their people.

Critical Choice
Tamara Reus
Livermore

Voters face a critical choice in 
November, one that could change 
Livermore’s future for years to 
come. I know that many voters 
are angry about the BART routing 
issue. The present council, with 
the information gained from the 
9212 report, found a way to put 

BART on 580 without impacting 
the Urban Growth Boundary or 
sensitive habitat. The fact is that 
John Marchand and Marshall 
Kamena accepted the views of 
the apparent majority of residents 
who did not want BART to go 
downtown. This is the very es-
sence of the democratic process. 
Rather than being angry over 
their decision, the citizens who 
support BART on 580 should be 
glad that these leaders listened to 
their views and responded with-
out putting the community to an 
expensive and divisive vote on 
the issue. We need leaders who 
respect the will of the people, 
and we have them in March-
and and Kamena. They, along 
with candidate Stu Gary, have 
expressed their commitment to 
bring BART to Livermore along 
580. Marchand and Kamena, as 
current council members, have 
taken steps to obtain initial fund-
ing of the project. The BART on 
580 candidates would have you 
believe that the BART route is 
still an issue. It’s not. It’s time to 
move forward, and consider the 
real issues facing our city.

Among those issues are the 
fiscal pressures faced in this 
time of shrinking government 
revenue. We need candidates 
who understand the budgeting 
process and have experience with 
the political aspects of securing 
funding and making sound fiscal 
decisions. This is not a time for 
political newcomers. The learn-
ing curve is simply too high. We 
need a Mayor and City Council 
Members who can hit the ground 

(More MAILBOX, page 5)

Candidates for mayor are Bar-
bara Hickman, John Marchand 
and Minuete McKernan. They are 
listed in alphabetical order.

BARBARA HICKMAN
spent five years on the city’s De-
sign Review Committee (2 years 
as chairman), three years on the 
city’s Redevelopment Area Com-
mission (2 years as chairman) 
and has attended city council and 
planning commission meetings 
over the past several years. She 
participated in the downtown 
redevelopment workshops.  For 
over 10 years, she hosted a local 
television program, “Grassroots 
Issues.”  

Hickman said that she is run-
ning because she believes the 
character of the city is at risk if 
the mind set of the current council 
prevails. She stated that she would 
respect the urban growth bound-
ary. However, it wouldn't hurt to 
move it a little to accommodate 
BART. She supports keeping 
BART on 580 and worked on the 
petition drive. Hickman has said 
that she believes that important 
and controversial issues should 
go to a vote. Among those issues, 
according to Hickman that should 
have been on the ballot for a voter 
decision are the BART extension, 
the regional theater, and the urban 
growth boundary. She would 
work to bring back the 4th of July 
event and to increase hours at the 
Springtown Library.

JOHN MARCHAND is cur-
rently the vice mayor of Liver-
more. He was first elected to the 
City Council in 2005. Previously, 
he served on the Zone 7 Water 
Agency Board of Directors for 
15 years. He was appointed to the 
Livermore's General Plan Review 
Committee and served as one 
of the founding members of the 
Livermore Commission for the 
Arts. He holds a Bachelor's de-
gree in Biological Sciences from 
Cal State Hayward (CSU East 
Bay). He is employed as a senior 
water chemist by the Alameda 
County Water District.

Marchand said his goal is to 
keep Livermore a great place to 
live and raise families. He called 

the urban growth boundary the 
key element to preservation of 
Livermore's small town character 
and quality of life. Marchand 
supports keeping BART on 580. 
He was instrumental in bring-
ing the Paragon Outlet center to 
Livermore. He is also a strong 
supporter of the arts. Marchand 
has had as mayor, having taken 
on the role while the current 
mayor was recovering from can-
cer. During that time, he lobbied 
in Washington, D.C. bringing 
home funds for transportation 
projects on 580.

MINUETE MCKERNAN
is a graduate of Livermore High 
School and currently a student 
at Dominican University in San 
Rafael, where she is majoring in 
Political Science and minoring 
in Pre-Law. She is a Past Worthy 
Advisor of the Livermore As-
sembly International Order of 
the Rainbow for Girls, a Masonic 
youth organization that focuses 
on leadership, public speaking 
and community service.

McKernan described herself 
as a proponent of the urban 
growth boundary and bring-
ing business to Livermore. The 
project she is most interested 
in working on is the Livermore 
Valley Open Campus, with its 
educational and technological 
aspects. McKernan said that busi-
ness should be happy to come 
to Livermore. She has said in 
interviews that she is the future 
and would bring a fresh perspec-
tive to the role as mayor. She too 
supports BART on 580.

Candidates for Livermore city 
council are Bobby Dale Burger, 
Stewart Gary, Marshall Kamena, 
and Laureen Turner. They are 
listed in alphabetical order.

BOBBY DALE BURGER is 
a former member of the United 
States Air Force, having served 
in both Desert Storm and Iraqi 
Freedom.  While in the military, 
he served as  three terms as 
elected President of the Enlisted 
Organization.  Burger earned a 
Degree in Financial Manage-
ment while in the service. He is 

the current Marketing Officer for 
UNCLE Credit Union.

Burger worked on the BART 
on I-580 petition drive and is 
opposed to the extension into 
downtown. He supports the 
regional theater, but not the use 
of public funds to back bonds to 
fund it without voter approval. 
He has said that he would work 
to restore citywide library service 
and the 4th of July Celebration. 
He would advocate for quality 
youth programs, enhanced crime 
prevention measures including 
gang and drug taskforces to pro-
tect  families, and a financially 
balanced approach to local gov-
ernment.  He has voiced support 
for the urban growth boundary 
(UGB), but has said he thinks that 
it may be time to look at the UGB 
and the city's growth policies.

STEwART GARY is cur-
rently a member of the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees. He retired 
as chief of the Livermore-Pleas-
anton Fire Department. He was 
appointed chief of Livermore's 
Fire Department in 1994 and 
oversaw the merger of Livermore 
and Pleasanton's Fire Depart-
ments before retiring in 2005. He 
holds Bachelor’s and Master’s 
Degrees in Public Administration 
and an Associates Degree in Fire 
Science. He serves on the Board 
of Directors for the Livermore 
Valley Education Foundation. 

Gary  strongly believes in 
maintaining the Urban Growth 
Boundary to preserve open space, 
agriculture and the city's distinct 
visual appearance. He would 
work energetically to bring 
BART to Livermore along the I-
580 corridor.  Gary would target 
strategies that focus on providing 
safe neighborhoods with appro-
priate city maintenance and code 
enforcement.  He would work 
closely with the school board and 
Las Positas College to promote 
education, where every child is 
provided with opportunities.

MARSHALL KAMENA has 
served as Mayor of Livermore 
since 2001. Prior to that he was 
a member of the city council 

from 1976-1985 and mayor in 
1979-1980 when the mayor's role 
was assigned a serving council-
member. He is a graduate of UC 
Berkeley with a BS and an OD 
degree. He maintains his license 
to practice Medical Optometry 
and treat eye diseases. However 
his former practice is now a cor-
poration called Murrieta Optom-
etry with his son as the principal 
and doctor in charge. The mayor 
devotes full time to his position 
in the city of Livermore.

Kamena has said that the last 
ten years have been the most 
productive in history for the 
mayor and council. The budget is 
balanced, core services retained, 
the downtown renewed, the El 
Charro outlet center moved for-
ward, the urban growth boundary 
approved, the Isabel interchange 
nearly completed, State Route 
84 removed from the downtown 
and a park and master trail plan 
completed. He would continue 
to work energetically to extend 
BART on 580.   He would ad-
vance plans for i-GATE and the 
Livermore Valley Open Campus, 
bringing many jobs to the city.

LAUREEN TURNER is a 
member of the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors. She is a 
registered nurse at ValleyCare 
hospital and a nursing instructor 
for Ohlone College. She holds 
a bachelors degree in nursing 
from San Jose State University, 
masters degree in Organizational 
Management from the Univer-
sity of Phoenix, and a masters in 
Nursing Education in progress 
from American Sentinel Uni-
versity.

Turner has said that she  would 
focus on seven issues including 
opposing the LARPD merger, 
keeping BART on 580 and de-
fining the required housing, 
supporting the regional theater, 
which she says she has the expe-
rience to make successful, while 
at the same time opposing the 
use of the general fund. She sup-
ports the urban growth boundary. 
Among her projects would be  to 
bring back the 4th of July and 
increase hours at the Springtown 
Library.

Save Mount Diablo (SMD) re-
cently won an estate court auction 
to purchase the 145-acre Thomas 
“Home Ranch” for $1,376,500.

Ron Brown, SMD’s Execu-
tive Director, stated, “The other 
bidder was almost certainly a de-
veloper.  This is the second time 
that SMD has saved the property.  
Working with the Thomas family, 
we also stopped its development 
in the late 1990s.  A number of 
family members have thanked 
us recently for making sure the 
property will finally be preserved 
for good."

Also known as “Thomas 
North,” the Home Ranch is be-
ing acquired at the same time that 
East Bay Regional Park District is 
purchasing the 160-acre “Thomas 
Central” and 852-acre “Thomas 
South.” The park district has 
already purchased the 798-acre 
Barron property, another Thomas 
property providing the final link 
between Mt. Diablo State Park 
and Black Diamond Mines.  Al-
though those properties are big-
ger, they are also more rugged 

and remote.  The Home Ranch 
was far more developable, threat-
ened and expensive.

The ranch is located at the 
intersection of Kirker Pass and 
Nortonville Roads, just south of 
Pittsburg.  Two hundred years ago 
the view down to the waterfront 
included herds of pronghorn and 
tule elk and the occasional griz-
zly bear or Indian hunting them.  
As Spanish missions expanded 
their influence, antelope and 
elk were replaced by cattle and 
horses. The missions were suc-
ceeded by Mexican ranchos. 
However, what would become 
the Thomas Ranch was left alone 
up at the edge of the Diablo foot-
hills.  A shortcut through the hills 
became known as Kirker Pass. 
The gold rush started.  In 1849, 
the landscape was “barren and 
desolate enough to look upon, 
rising in swells like the waves 
of the ocean, with Mount Diablo 
towering far above it, but without 
a house or tent visible.”  Coal was 
discovered and a road constructed 
across the property, leading from 

the boom bust “New York of the 
Pacific” up to the mining town of 
Nortonville. 

In 1869, the property was 
homesteaded by the Thomas 
family, Welsh miners by way of 
Nortonville.  Widow Margaret 
Thomas sold a strip of land for a 
railway up to the mines, dividing 
the ranch into two pieces.  Then 
the county bought a strip for a 
new road, dividing the property 
again. The county repeatedly 
demanded more land to widen 
Kirker Pass Road.  Similarly, util-
ity and energy companies wanted 
power and pipeline and telephone 
easements.  The Thomas’s re-
sisted the outsiders who wanted 
a piece of it.

The Park District was inter-
ested in purchasing the property, 
but a variety of problems, in-
cluding developer competition, 
timing, and technical issues 
related to funding threatened to 
get in the way.  SMD stepped 
in to help.  “The Park District 
is very grateful for Save Mount 

Diablo’s role in protecting this 
strategic property at the mouth 
of Nortonville Canyon,” said 
Nancy Wenninger, Assistant 
General Manager/Land Division 
for the District.  “We were very 
interested in this acquisition, but 
we weren’t going to be able to 
complete the purchase.”

Thomas is gateway to  Nor-
tonville Canyon and Kirker 
Pass.  

“Thomas’ location is very 
strategic in terms of its relation-
ship to the Urban Limit Line, 
Pittsburg, Kirker Pass and the 
entrance to Nortonville Canyon 
and the resources there,” said 
Malcolm Sproul, SMD’s Presi-
dent.  “It’s the northwestern most 
extension of the San Joaquin 
Valley, with similar habitat and 
environmental conditions. It 
includes a cattle tunnel under 
Kirker Pass Road.  The fact that 
a safe undercrossing already ex-
ists is a real asset.  Nortonville 
Canyon can be another access 
into Black Diamond Mines.”

Save Mount Diablo Acquires 145-Acre Ranch

Seven Candidates on November 8 Ballot

Your Choice: 'Sky Is Falling' 
Or 'Build on Success'

On November 8, Livermore voters will choose a new 
mayor and two new councilmembers.  

Three candidates are competing for mayor: Barbara 
Hickman, John Marchand and Minuete McKernan. Four 
council candidates, Bobby Dale Burger, Stewart Gary, 
Marshall Kamena and Laureen Turner, hope to win one 
of two council seats.

Voters have a definite choice. One group of candidates 
declares that  the "sky is falling." If not elected, BART 
will go downtown, city services will decline, and the 
downtown will be ruined by the plans of the current 
council. A second group points to the quality of life in 
Livermore resulting from the projects and programs 
initiated by the current council. If elected, they would 
build on the transformation that has already taken 
place.

Among the many issues that have drawn attention 
during the campaign, these have risen to the top: BART 
on 580, the urban growth boundary, the economy and 
city budget. 

All of the candidates have voiced support for the urban 
growth boundary (UGB). 

Only Marchand and McKernan for mayor, and council 
candidates Kamena and Gary have expressed unreserved 
support for the UGB, actively championing it. Barbara 
Hickman has said, it wouldn't "hurt to move it a little" to 
accommodate housing around BART stations. The fact 
is that the UGB does not need to move at all to enable 
BART to proceed.  Bobby Dale Burger commented during 
his interview at The Independent that it may be time to 
look at the UGB again, to poll citizens to see what they 
want. Laureen Turner said she absolutely supports the 
urban growth boundary. However, if people want to vote 
to move the UGB, it is up to them to decide to do so. 

It is important to note that the urban growth boundary 
has been the catalyst for investments in the downtown, 
creating a place where people enjoy shopping, dining, 
and attending live theater and movies. Kamena and 
Marchand are the ones who have been instrumental 
in making the downtown the vibrant city center it has 
become today. 

The economy and jobs are seen by residents as  
important issues for Livermore. Growing the economy 
would provide additional revenues for Livermore that 
would go towards expanding services, such as police, 
fire and library.

All of the candidates say they would work to improve 
the economy and jobs. Only two have a proven record 
of doing so: Marchand and Kamena. The successes of 
the current city council include Paragon Outlet Center, 
i-GATE, and the Livermore Valley Open Campus. It is 
projected that these and other science and technology 
businesses will result in 9500 jobs in the next three to 
five years. Gary has proposed a program that would 
supply the workers needed to fill these jobs with his 
employee bank. 

All of the candidates agree that BART will remain on 
580 with a first phase station built at Isabel.

As the current mayor, Kamena serves as a member 
of the Measure B3 reauthorization committee. It would 
be wise to retain Kamena for this experience and his 
long-standing Bay Area connections. Gary's expertise in 
dealing with government agencies would be invaluable 
in ensuring the hundreds of millions needed for BART 
to Livermore, as well as the permits in a timely manner. 
Turner emphasized only that she would focus on creating 
appropriate housing at the BART stations. Burger would 
continue to advocate to keep BART on 580 all the way to 
Greenville, even though a funding source is not expected 
to be identified for twenty years.

In the mayor's race, Marchand has been privy to the 
talks that would bring BART to Livermore and as mayor 
would engage with Kamena to continue the momentum. 
Hickman simply said she would keep insisting that BART 
remain on 580.

There are ongoing budget issues because of state 
efforts to take funds from local governments. Hickman 
has had the least experience in handling large budgets, 
only citing her ability to manage her household budget 
as a qualification. When asked about the budget at the 
Chamber of Commerce forum, she commented, "I agree 
with the mayor (Kamena)." Of the remaining candidates, 
only Kamena, Gary and Marchand have the depth of 
experience to deal with the economic pressures affecting 
city government.

Labor negotiations are key to creating a sustainable 
budget. Gary, as fire chief of the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department and Livermore school trustee, has a 
long background of working with employees to create 
a situation that is a win-win for both sides. Kamena and 
Marchand, too, have been involved in labor negotiations. 
The other candidates did not cite any experience that 
they have had with labor negotiations.  

Only three candidates have the background necessary 
to continue the momentum of the last ten years, moving 
forward with programs that gained a 92 percent approval 
rating from residents. They are John Marchand for 
mayor, and Marshall Kamena and Stewart Gary for 
city council.
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running and get to work making 
the difficult decisions that are 
going to have to be made with as 
little hardship to the community 
as possible. Candidates March-
and, Kamena, and Gary have the 
proven leadership experience to 
do the job. The other candidates 
are political novices who lack the 
skills necessary to confront these 
very serious issues.

Our city will also continue to 
face pressure from developers 
who see Livermore’s rural lands 
as a potential revenue source. 
Candidates Marchand, Kamena, 
and Gary have expressed their 
commitment to honor the Urban 
Growth Boundary and to protect 
our open space resources such as 
Doolan Canyon. Candidate Hick-
man has already said she would 
be willing to move the Urban 
Growth Boundary “ a little” to ac-
commodate BART, even though 
this is no longer necessary. What 
starts out as “a little” can easily 
become “a little more” and “a 
little more again” and so on. In 
fact, major backers of the slate 
of Hickman, Burger, and Turner 
include former Dublin Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey Sailors, former 
Livermore Mayor Cathie Brown, 
and former Livermore Council-
woman Lorraine Dietrich, known 
for their past support of develop-
ers and urban sprawl projects 
such as the Pardee Homes De-
velopment in 2005. We can only 
assume that they are backing 
these candidates because they 
believe they will be supportive 
of development interests in the 
future. We simply cannot afford 
to risk electing candidates who 
will allow developers to carve up 
our hills and North Livermore for 
more housing tracts.

Finally, there is the issue of 
vision. Marchand and Kamena 
have a proven track record. Their 
decisions helped create a vibrant 
downtown Livermore. When I 
moved here 15 years ago, down-
town was virtually deserted in the 
evenings and on weekends; there 
was no sense of place. Now we 
have a thriving area with busi-
nesses, restaurants, and a variety 
of entertainment choices. This 
was a result of elected officials 
who had the vision to imagine 
something better and make it 
a reality. Change is inevitable. 
Livermore is not like it was 50 
or 15 years ago. We don’t need 
elected officials, like Hickman, 
Burger and Turner, who think 
that staying the way we are now 
is necessarily better. This is a 
naive view that illustrates their 
inexperience and can lead to 
stagnation. Marchand, Kamena, 
and Gary are true leaders who 
will inspire us and take action to 
ensure that Livermore remains 
fiscally sound, economically 
healthy, environmentally pro-
tected, and an amazing place to 
live and work. Please join me in 
voting for them. 

BART on 580 Issue
Patricia Grimes
Livermore

While the City of Livermore 
may have made a decision to 
keep BART on 580, this has not 
been made policy by the BART 
board. In fact, their current plan 
calls for BART lines to be contin-
ued as far as Portola (not Isabel) 
with NO station, leaving them 
the option of keeping the old 
downtown route.

When our BART director was 
asked to kill the idea of bringing 
it downtown, he very definitely 
refused to say that the downtown 
route was out of the question. So, 
the BART issue is not yet dead, 
and we would rather have the 
issue supported by people who 
really believe in it, than those 
who were vehemently against it 
and only grudgingly gave their 
support when they had no other 
option.

Bringing BART to 
Livermore
Maryann Brent
Livermore

Hello Livermore residents! 
Gather ‘round as I share my un-
derstanding of a dialog between 
BART officials and the commu-
nity this past July.

I attended the Tri-Valley Re-
gional Rail Policy Working 
Group, a public meeting, on 
July 26, 2011 in the City Council 
Chambers, which began at 1:30 
p.m. John McPartland (BART 
Director, District 5 - i.e., our 
representative) stressed that the 
Livermore BART route exten-
sion depends on consensus in 
the community. If the community 
does not speak with one voice, 
BART will not even begin the 
project. To show solidarity with 
the community, our Council 
wisely passed a measure to ap-
prove the “BART on 580 route” 
to get the project moving.

I also learned at the meeting 
that funding is critical. Our City 
Council has already been work-
ing to secure the dollars needed 

for the first station on I-580. 
Measure B3, sponsored by the 
Alameda County Transportation 
Commission, could provide the 
millions needed to allow Liver-
more BART on I-580 to move 
forward. Alameda County vot-
ers will be asked to approve B3 
November 2012. In the next six 
months, the Commission needs to 
decide whether the Isabel BART 
station on I-580 will be included 
in the measure. Numerous inter-
est groups outside Livermore are 
pressuring to have their projects 
built before our Isabel station. 
No matter who is elected to our 
Council, funding for the Green-
ville station on I-580, which the 
current Council has approved, 
will not be available for sev-
eral decades. Fortunately, John 
Marchand and Marshall Kamena 
are at work now securing the 
initial $400 million needed to 
launch the Isabel project, one that 
could begin construction by the 
end of 2013.

Barbara Hickman has said that 
she will be a watchdog. How-
ever, what is needed to actually 
land the first stage of BART on 
I-580 in the next six months are 
the relationships and skills that 
Marchand and Kamena bring 
to the difficult negotiations now 
underway.

For their experience and com-
petence, I endorse Marchand 
for Mayor and Kamena for City 
Council. They are the ones who 
can make BART on 580 a real-
ity.

Vote for Gary
Glen Haendel
Firefighter

This letter is to show support 
for Stewart Gary who is running 
for a city council position in the 
City of Livermore. When Stewart 
Gary was the Fire Chief for the 
Livermore-Pleasanton Fire De-
partment, I was one of his chief 
officers. I found Stewart Gary to 
be innovative, passionate about 
what he does, and got results in 
what he set out to do! He is a 
leader who listens and hears what 
citizens are saying. The residents 
of the City of Livermore need to 
cast their votes for Stewart Gary, 
because they are not going to find 
a more dedicated person who 
will look out for the welfare of 
the City. 

Leadership
Sheri Ann Dante
Livermore

I am so glad to see the cam-
paign signs for Kamena, March-
and, and Gary proclaiming 
“proven leadership.” I agree, 
these gentlemen have proven 
they will take the city of Liver-
more down the path of fiscal 
irresponsibility.

These current city council 
members promoted a BART route 
through downtown Livermore, at 
a cost of $750 million more than 
the cost of routing BART along 
the 580 freeway.

During the past four years, 
while our country has been in 
recession, the current city council 
members voted to build a new 
2000-seat regional theater in 
downtown Livermore at a total 
cost of $186 million over 30 
years. And, they had the audac-
ity to back the cost of this theater 
with the City of Livermore’s 
General Fund. The council did 
not allow the citizens of Liver-
more to vote on whether we 
wanted to “cosign” the regional 
theater loan, the council made 
this decision for us. 

I am baffled by the current 
council’s choices, and submit that 
they have had their chance to lead 
Livermore, and now it is time for 
them to move on.

By the way, would Stu Gary 
like to cosign a personal loan 
with me? I guarantee “there’s not 
a snowball’s chance in hell” that 
I will default on the loan.

Time For Change!
Carl E. Serkland
Livermore

Livermore City Council in-
cumbents have made First Street 
from South L to South Livermore 
nearly impassable by car. Traffic 
is slow, parking is hazardous 
to exit. Kamena boasts of a 
Streetscape Designers group’s 
self-serving “Streetscape Design 
Award.”

The city took title to prime 
real estate and GAVE it to devel-
opers who used that equity for a 
loan to build a theater. Taxpayers’ 
money bought that property. Who 
profits?

In an unethical but legal elec-
tion for the Downtown Landscape 
Maintenance District; developers 
had to promise to vote FOR the 
district to get permits. The city 
controlled almost half of the 
votes cast through this legalized 
extortion and bribery. Of votes 
NOT under city control, there 
were about 35% against, 15% 
for. The city’s added 50% meant 
the measure passed, resulting in 
HUGE property tax bill increases 

for downtown landowners.
The incumbents, seeking to 

avoid having their expensive 
“underground BART to down-
town plan” on the ballot with 
their reelection, endorsed BART 
on 580. I don’t trust them not to 
renege if reelected!

Sweep away fiscal insanity 
and egotism – the “proven lead-
ership” slate has shown a flawed 
vision for the city. Elect NEW 
leadership: Barbara Hickman for 
Mayor, and Bobby Burger and 
Laureen Turner to City Council.

(Editor’s note: The Great 
American Main Street Award, 
referred to above as a streetscape 
design award, was given to 
Livermore for its redesign of 
the downtown streetscape. It is 
presented by the National Trust 
Main Street Center a part of the 
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation.) 

Visions for the Future
Jay Davis
Livermore

Next week’s Livermore elec-
tion offers a contrast between 
two very different visions of a 
future for this community. For 
over a decade, Livermore has 
had leaders whose imagination 
changed the face and style of the 
community. In that time, the town 
has added a spectacular library, a 
well-used community center with 
accompanying athletic complex, 
a stunningly successful com-
mercial and public downtown, 
and a theater that attracts people 
from all around the East Bay and 
adjoining Central Valley. The 
Paragon development now in 
construction is but the most re-
cent example of strategic thought 
and leadership. 

By electing John Marchand, 
Stu Gary and Marshall Kamena, 
that foresight and courage to 
stretch will continue. Rejecting 
them will return us to the past 
of careless and poorly planned 
residential development and a 
diminished vision for the center 
of the community. I encourage 
your support of Marchand, Gary 
and Kamena.

Reply to Joan Seppala
Sheila Cooper
Livermore

As a forty year resident, ac-
tive citizen and educator in 
Livermore, I find I must reply to 
The Independent’s recent state-
ment on Livermore’s cultural 
and economic future. My family 
has been an ardent participant 
in and supporter of the arts in 
Livermore throughout our forty 
years here. We have appreciated 
The Independent’s support of a 
diverse culture, one serving the 
many facets of its residents’ civic, 
ethnic, educational, and aesthetic 
needs and interests. However, 
I now find the direction The 
Independent has recently taken, 
in support of a mega-perform-
ing arts center in the small eight 
square block core of our city to be 
fiscally tenuous and inconsistent 
with The Independent’s history of 
serving Livermore’s diversity.

As a downtown resident for 
the past 18 years, I have sup-
ported the transformation of First 
Street from an extension of High-
way 84 into a pedestrian, com-
mercial, recreational, and cultural 
core. The Bankhead, Livermore 
Cinemas, and outdoor perfor-
mance areas are focal points of an 
easily approachable downtown, 
one welcoming families, young 
adults, and seniors. The over six 

story 2,000 seat performing arts 
center will not bring “new life 
and energy to the central portion 
of the downtown.” It will bring 
traffic, congestion, more parking 
structures, and the displacement 
of small businesses. Livermore’s 
leadership must assess how 
downtown revitalization has 
fared, aesthetically and economi-
cally, these past five years, and 
then work with businesses and 
residents to support a vital and 
viable downtown.

Eight thousand Livermore vot-
ers recently spoke in a common 
voice of reason to oppose the City 
Council supported downtown 
BART station. We must continue 
to think carefully and weigh the 
many options for a hospitable 
downtown core. Livermore needs 
a Mayor and City Council who 
welcome our residents’ concerns 
and who look to the quality of 
life, commerce, recreation, and 
the arts in our downtown. I have 
been seriously disappointed by 
Livermore’s current leadership 
and urge our voters to elect new 
leadership.

Vote Stu Gary
Eric Carlson
Livermore 

I’d like to share some of my 
experiences with Livermore 
Council candidate Stu Gary. It 
started over 17 years ago when 
I first met him as part of the 
interview process for Fire Chief. 
He had come to Livermore to 
look at the City first hand. I was 
working for the Fire Dept. and 
asked to show him around Liver-
more and answer any questions 
he might have. We’ve all heard 
the cliché “first impressions are 
lasting ones.” In my case it was. 
I was impressed with his candor, 
people skills and down to earth 
common sense approach to many 
things of common interest. Over 
the years’ we grew to share many 
Fire Department experiences and 
become friends outside of work. 
His reputation of treating people 
fairly, being a good listener, 
objective and trustworthy were 
always part of my experience 
working with Stu Gary. 

I can say that he always had 
the best intentions and interest 
of the City and Fire Department 

in any decision he made. We’ve 
hear about candidates position 
on issues of importance to the 
citizens of Livermore-Stu Gary 
will be a good listener and look 
out for those interests. Elect Stu 
Gary to City Council.

Voters Not for Sale
Ron Geren
Livermore

When they follow the money, 
Livermore voters will recognize 
when someone or a group is 
“buying an election”. Friends 
of Livermore, a special interest 
group, has raised $102,396 to 
support its candidates and main-
tain the status quo. It is alarming 
that 80% of this money came from 
just 7 donors, influential people 
who want BART downtown and 
the Regional Theater built. They 
want to elect the termed out 
mayor to a council seat, elect a 
current council member mayor, 
and seat a new councilmember, 
a troika that will meet their 
demands. Deep pockets expect 
recipients of their money to fall 
in line with their wishes and carry 
their water. There is a reason why 
Friends of Livermore, Joan Sep-
pala, John Marchand, Marshall 
Kamena, and now Stewart Gary 
are known as a “machine” by 
many in Livermore. Keep the 
machine oiled with money and 
it keeps cranking out the donors’ 
expectations.

Voters should shut the ma-
chine down on November 8th by 
voting for Hickman, Burger, and 
Turner. They will be beholden 
to and respond to Livermore 
residents at large, not a few well-
heeled people out to purchase 
their allegiance.

Beautiful Livermore
Arthur H. Barinque
Livermore

DO YOU LIKE living in 
Livermore? ARE YOU GLAD 
BART is staying out on 580? DO 
YOU LIKE having rolling hills 
and vineyards surrounding your 
town? DO YOU LIKE going 
downtown to a restaurant, a shop, 
the theater? ARE YOU GLAD to 
see the arts starting to thrive in 
Livermore?

It hasn’t always been this 
way!

 When I came to Livermore 
it had nothing but a very big 
employer, the LAB. No theater, 
few restaurants, large trucks go-
ing right through the middle of 
town, no place to shop, an ugly 
downtown, developers threaten-
ing to cover our scenic hills with 
thousands of homes, and no 
prospects for the future!!

JOHN MARCHAND MADE 
A DIFFERENCE! He had the 
vision to see what Livermore 
could be and he worked with 
a progressive council to make 
things happen. John Marchand 
loves Livermore and has proved 
his commitment to making Liver-
more the place we love. His 
opposition is using deceptive 
sound bites to discredit his ac-
complishments and change the 
direction that has brought us to 
the Livermore of today. Don’t 
fall for it.

VOTE FOR JOHN MARCH-
AND and let him know that you 
appreciate all his hard work to 
bring us the beautiful Livermore 
of today that we know and love.

Marchand for Mayor
Dick Ryon
Livermore

I support John Marchand to 
become Livermore’s new mayor. 
I hope you will join me in voting 
for him on November 8th. The 
reasons I support Marchand are: 
He is knowledgeable. He is ac-
cessible. He is a dedicated citizen 
of Livermore. He supports the 
issues important to our future, 
namely a vibrant downtown, 
the urban growth boundary, and 
sound fiscal policy for the City.

I like Marchand’s primary 
opponent, Barbara Hickman. She 
is actively involved in the com-
munity and civic affairs. She is 
ardent about making Livermore 
a better city. She is simply wrong 
on the issues important to our 
City and the role of the Mayor.

Hickman opposed the wildly 
successful Bankhead Theater, 
though in retrospect she has be-
come a supporter. She strongly 
opposes the proposed regional 
theater, saying it will be a severe 
drain on the City’s finances and is 
too big for our small town. All the 
studies convince me it will be a 

(contiued from page 4)
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boon to the public, business, and 
the City. As for being too big, I 
think the citizens of Livermore 
like the vitality added to our town 
while retaining the hometown 
appeal we have always had, and 
wish to see downtown redevel-
opment through to its planned 
conclusion.

Hickman says she wants to 
have every major decision put 
to a vote of the people. Perhaps 
in her mind, past decisions to 
build the new city hall, new 
police building, formation of the 
redevelopment agency, and the 
renovation and enhancement of 
our downtown were not major 
decisions. How many of those 
projects, approved by city coun-
cils over the last 20 years, does 
she think should have been put 
to a city vote? We elect a Mayor 
and City Council to lead in the 
public interest. Most of us have 
families, jobs, and other interests 
to occupy our time. However 
much we have broad views on 
the shape of our community, we 
are not involved in the details. 
Abdication of leadership and 
simply asking the public to vote 
on every potentially controversial 
decision is not what we wish to 
see in our new Mayor. That is not 
leadership.

We already know what kind 
of a mayor Marchand will be. He 
filled that role during Mayor Ka-
mena’s struggle with cancer. He 
was competent, confident, and 
courteous. Vote for knowledge 
and leadership. Vote for March-
and for Mayor of Livermore.

Vision Revealed
Bob Baltzer
Livermore

In the final days of the Liver-
more mayoral race, Barbara 
Hickman has at last revealed 
her vision for downtown Liver-
more. On her website, Hickman 
proposes to use funds currently 
designated to support a regional 
performing arts theater, conserva-
tively forecast to add over $600 
million to the local economy, 
with her version of San Jose’s 
long-extinct Frontier Town, a 
historic recreation of Livermore’s 
cowboy past. 

Hickman writes, “Picture this 
with a western theme, complete 
with covered sidewalks, maybe 
even wooden sidewalks, a saloon 
with swinging doors, a dance 
hall, a photographer that takes 
sepia photos (as well as modern 
photos), maybe a print shop, an 
antique store, maybe a small mu-
seum, a dry goods store, etc.”

Is she kidding? In 2011? 
Perhaps she’s confusing Liver-
more with Disneyland. Clearly 

her campaign slogan should be 
“forward into the past.” If this is 
Hickman’s best thinking on how 
to make our community viable 
and competitive in the future, 
then we’re in serious trouble. Run 
as fast as you can to vote for John 
Marchand and keep Livermore in 
the 21st century.

BART to Livermore 
Funding
Doug Horner, AIA
Councilmember, City of Liver-
more

The next step in getting BART 
to Livermore is to identify and 
secure the funding. The first 
phase of the BART extension 
along I-580 to Isabel is expected 
to cost between $800 thousand 
and $1.2 million. The current 
expectation is that the Alameda 
County Transportation Com-
mission, ACTC, will provide the 
bulk of the local funding. As with 
all major transportation projects, 
local funds are considered to be 
the seed money used in leverag-
ing the Federal dollars that will 
be necessary for a project of this 
magnitude. ACTC is currently 
considering a plan to ask vot-
ers for a 20-year extension of 
the current Measure B one-half 
cent sales tax. This could bring 
as much as $500 million to the 
BART extension project. It is 
important to remember that there 
are many competing interests 
currently lobbying for these 
future Measure B revenues. The 
BART to Livermore project is 
not guaranteed a place in the 
funding allocations. Continued 
efforts will be necessary to secure 
our share of the required project 
funding.

It will take experienced lead-
ership to secure the funding 
to complete the first phase of 
BART to Livermore. Marshall 
Kamena has sat on the ACTC 
Board (and the ACTIA Board, 
ACTC’s predecessor) for the past 
decade ensuring that Livermore’s 
interests are protected and that 
we get our fair share of transpor-
tation dollars and improvements. 
John Marchand has traveled to 
Washington D.C. lobbying for 
millions of dollars from congress 
to aid in the construction of 
I-580 HOV lanes and SR84 Isa-
bel interchange improvements. 
Stewart Gary has shown fiscal 
responsibility in his three years 
on the LVJUSD Board.

This is a time when expe-
rienced leadership is not only 
needed but essential if we are 
going to move the BART project 
forward. Remember, the Measure 
B tax extension will be the only 
major source of local transporta-
tion project funding for the next 

twenty years. If we do not have 
experience sitting at the table 
when the revenue allocations are 
made and agreed to, it may be 
a twenty year wait until we get 
another chance.

I encourage you to vote for 
the experienced leadership of 
Marchand, Kamena and Gary in 
the upcoming election. We can’t 
wait another twenty years to get 
BART to Livermore.

Right Philosophy
Jeff and Carol Garberson 
Livermore

We support John Marchand for 
mayor of Livermore, and Stew-
art Gary and Marshall Kamena 
for City Council. We believe 
they bring the right philosophy, 
experience and energy for the 
many issues facing the city, not 
only now but in the long term. 
These include downtown rede-
velopment, extension of BART 
and promoting the growth of 
clean industry through I-GATE 
and Innovation Tri-Valley in 
collaboration with the Lawrence 
and Sandia laboratories. They 
include maintaining essential 
city services and a reasonable 
level of economic health at a 
time of severe state and national 
recession. They include the pro-
tection of vineyards and open 
space through firm urban growth 
boundaries, in contrast to what 
we see in Dublin, our San Fer-
nando neighbor to the west. 

 In recent years, Livermore 
has become a model for revital-
ization without loss of environ-
mental protections in large part 
because of the willingness of 
past city councils to look to the 
future, and we hope to see the 
trend continue with Marchand, 
Gary and Kamena.

Beyond Rhetoric
Cindy Gary
Livermore

I am Cindy Gary, wife of 
Stewart Gary, who is running for 
the Livermore City Council. You 
may not have seen me around; I 
am generally a quiet, shy, behind-
the-scenes person. Once people 
get to know Stewart, they quickly 
discover the qualities that make 
him a remarkable husband, fa-
ther, son and civic leader. I want 
you to know that my husband, 
Stewart, is the most decent and 
honest person I know. He is so 
much more than a job title or a 
political position. He has placed 
the needs of his others above his 
own, both personally and profes-
sionally, his entire life. 

Stewart cares passionately 
for Livermore and wants to do 
what’s best for our community. In 
that passion, he may not always 

agree with others, but know he 
will always listen. In fact, when 
he retired, the Firefighters Asso-
ciation President confided that he 
would miss Stewart, and I quote, 
“We may have had differing 
ideas, but he listened to my point 
of view.” That was a resounding 
endorsement for the skills he 
will bring to the Council. He will 
listen, and if another’s viewpoint 
has merits, he will incorporate it 
into the final plan. 

We have been married for 35 
years. We both grew up working 
hard for everything we have. 
I worked full time to put him 
through school as he earned 
both his Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees, even while he was a 
full-time firefighter. He also went 
to Paramedic school becoming 
one of the first paramedics in the 
Poway Fire Department. He rose 
through the ranks from a high 
school volunteer to a Battalion 
Chief/Fire Marshal, bringing 
energy and gusto to each service 
role. 

I have seen the long hours he 
put into his job as Fire Chief; on 
countless evenings, he was sit-
ting in his chair with his laptop 
doing work. He was available 
for calls at all times, and if any-
thing happened, he responded 
as needed. As a School Board 
trustee, he has put in many long 
hours, notwithstanding reading 
all the paperwork that goes with 
that critical job. He takes his 
charge seriously, so he is never 
unprepared.

Thanks for taking the time to 
look beyond the political rhetoric, 
to learn about the Stewart Gary 
so many of us know and admire. 
I know there are skeptics who 
believe that good people don’t 
run for office, but Stewart truly 
is an exception. He has adopted 
Livermore as his home, after 
growing up in Southern Califor-
nia and seeing firsthand the nega-
tive effect urban sprawl has on a 
community. When we moved to 
Livermore, downtown was not 
a destination point. Now, it is a 
happening place, where families 
and people of all ages congregate 
and enjoy themselves. Many 
from surrounding cities prefer 
our downtown. How awesome 
is that? Rest assured, our com-
munity will continue in good 
stead, under the leadership of 
an honorable man, my husband, 
Stewart Gary.

Gary Listens
BJ Sibley
Livermore

Stu Gary has an amazing ca-
pacity to listen. The next time you 
see him, watch where his eyes 
go...they go straight to whomever 

is talking. He is paying 100% at-
tention. If you watch someone as 
they listen to someone else, you 
can tell by their eye roll or left 
and right movement whether they 
are forming their next “salvo” or 
really listening to what you say. 
Stu Gary listens, processes (in 
a lightening fast way) and then 
responds to you. It’s amazing. 
A politician who listens to you. 
Add that listening characteristic 
to his ability to understand fis-
cal responsibility in a world of 
finite resources and his savvy 
capability to look down the road 
and imagine where we want to be 
a few years from now, and you 
have someone deserving of your 
vote. Stu Gary should have a seat 
on the next City Council.

The Best Choice
Bill & Sally Dunlop
Livermore

Stu Gary is the obvious choice 
for your vote for City Council. 
His experience as Livermore-
Pleasanton Fire Chief has dem-
onstrated his ability to organize 
and direct the critical aspects of 
city government and leading the 
Firefighters in both Livermore 
and Pleasanton in their excep-
tional service to us. Also, this 
position has given him immense 
experience in working with the 
City of Livermore. 

After his retirement he was 
elected to the Livermore School 
Board where he has served very 
successfully for 3 years dealing 
with the difficult economic times. 
He has been very helpful in deal-
ing with the declining budgets 
and in spite of these problems the 
API scores have increased each 
year and the financial picture for 
the school district has remained 
stable even while some districts 
around us have had great finan-
cial difficulties. Stu believes 
in the present Urban Growth 
Boundary and supports BART 
being built along I-580. Stu is 
the best choice and would be a 
very welcome addition to the 
Livermore City Council. Please 
vote for Stu Gary.

Strong Addition
Genevieve Getman-Sowa
Livermore

As election day nears, I am en-
couraging voters to elect Stewart 
Gary to Livermore City Council. 
Let’s give Stu the opportunity to 
bring his skills and pragmatic 
common sense to our city gov-
ernment!

I had the good fortune to meet 
Stu several years ago while he 
has been on the LVJUSD school 
board through one of the most 
challenging education funding 
free-falls by the State of Califor-

nia in the district’s history. There 
have been no easy solutions 
to the challenges faced by our 
district—the state’s financial 
austerity has been lengthy and 
severe. Through it all, I have 
seen Stu bring a pragmatic and 
strategically-planned approach 
to address issues: listening to 
public commentary brought to 
the school board; taking a hard 
look at budgets; assessing the 
viability of projected funding 
and the repercussions of short-
falls; and addressing the overall 
complexities and daily functions 
inherent to a school district.

See www.stugaryforcouncil
2011.com for an overview of his 
accomplishments as former fire 
chief and current school board 
trustee. Link through to read the 
vision and strategies statements 
that he has developed. He has 
outlined a lot of interesting ideas 
and is committed to serving our 
community at large. He also 
recommends the establishment 
of regular quarterly neighbor-
hood meetings to listen to ideas 
and concerns from people who 
live and work in each quadrant 
of the city. Stu’s contributions to 
this community run deep—over 
and over again, I have seen him 
to be the type of person who rolls 
up his sleeves and goes to work 
to get the job done. 

It’s been a pleasure to work 
with Stu on his campaign team. 
As the months have unfolded 
during the campaign season, I 
have come to recognize that the 
long hours and attention to detail 
that Stu invests into his work 
and his strong commitment to 
improving the quality of life for 
all of us in Livermore are the 
cornerstones of his successes as a 
leader. I think he will make a very 
strong addition to Livermore’s 
City Council.

Vote for Stu Gary for Liver-
more City Council on November 
8th!

Essential Qualities
Shelly Fields
LEA President

As the Livermore Education 
Association President, I have 
had the privilege of working 
with Stewart Gary in his role as 
a Livermore Valley Joint Uni-
fied School Board member. Stu 
has been instrumental in helping 
to improve the climate between 
board members, staff and ad-
ministration. He brings with him 
valuable lessons learned from 
working at all levels of public 
service: as a firefighter and ne-
gotiator, as part of management 
and as a private consultant to 
various agencies. Because of his 

(continued from page 5)

(More MAILBOX, page 10)



The Independent, NOVEMBER 5, 2011 - PAGE 7



PAGE 8 - The Independent, NOVEMBER 5, 2011

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Grapes hang ready for harvest on brightly colored vines in a Livermore vineyard. 

Candidates Sound Off on Issues
The local cable TV hosted a 

forum for Livermore candidates 
for mayor and city council in 
October.

Host Carolyn Seigfried asked 
each about BART, the regional 
theater, Doolan Canyon, and a 
merger with the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District. 
She also asked several questions 
about Livermore's budget.

The candidates for mayor 
include Barbara Hickman, John 
Marchand, and Minuete McK-
ernan. Running for two seats on 
the city council are Bobby Dale 
Burger, Stewart Gary, Marshall 
Kamena, and Laureen Turner.

The first group to be inter-
viewed were candidates for 
mayor. They were questioned 
about housing and the city's rela-
tionship with the school district.

Candidates were asked how 
they would promote ways to 
work with BART to bring the 
system to Livermore.

Hickman stated, "I would 
just stick with the decision to 
keep BART on 580. If there 
were suggestions that it would 
not be viable, I would just keep 
insisting."

Marchand said that the city 
is working with the Alameda 
County Transportation Commis-
sion (ACTC) to persuade ACTC 
to earmark dollars in Measure 
B3 for the BART extension to 
Livermore. He would continue 
to advocate to bring BART to 
Livermore along I-580 to Green-
ville Road. He believes that can 
be accomplished without having 
to break the urban growth bound-
ary to accommodate housing near 
BART stations.

McKernan declared that she 
too would protect the urban 
growth boundary, adding "I am 
a proponent of a 580 extension. 
Moving forward to explore per-
mitting and funding options is the 
next step."

The second question focused 
on the regional theater and what 
a candidate's priorities might be 
with regard to its future.

Marchand described the re-
gional theater as an economic 
engine for the downtown. The 
city requested projects for the 
Old Lucky site. The combination 
of the regional theater and hous-
ing was the most viable project 
submitted. He continued, general 
fund money will not be used to 
build or operate the theater. There 
are five funding sources, includ-
ing redevelopment tax increment 
money, that would be used to 
build the theater. "Every model 
shows that the funding works 
and that the theater is a positive 
benefit to the region and to the 
general fund itself."

McKernan described two is-
sues. One is the benefits. "I don't 
deny that studies have been com-
pleted and they show benefits." 
The other issue has to do with 
the public. "There has been an 
outcry for the city to take into ac-
count the public's viewpoint. The 
public wants a say in something 
that will fundamentally change 
the downtown."

Hickman recounted that while 
collecting signatures for the 
BART initiative, people she 
talked to wanted to sign a peti-
tion targeting the regional the-
ater. "While it may bring a lot 
of benefits, it's not the kind of 
building people want to see in the 
downtown. Once you put up such 
a tall building, pretty soon others 
will go up and you will have a 
huge city in the downtown. In 
addition, the general fund has 
been put up as collateral. That 
bothers me." 

Candidates were then asked 
if they supported the council's 
action to request a sphere of influ-
ence over Doolan Canyon.

All of them agreed with the 
decision. McKernan stated that 
preserving Doolan Canyon would 
provide a boundary between 
Livermore and Dublin. However, 
she would like to be sure that 
the concerns of residents in the 
canyon are addressed.

Hickman pointed out that 
the Livermore School District 
includes Doolan Canyon. It 
makes sense that it would be in 
Livermore. "I don't want to see 
Dublin's development plans go 
ahead."

Marchand stated that the city 
has already helped to acquire 
almost 800 acres in the canyon 
to be preserved as open space. 
The application for the sphere 
of influence is going before 
LAFCO, where the decision will 
be made. 

City Manager Linda Barton is 
retiring. Candidates were asked 
what attributes they would like 
to see in candidates and what 
should the salary level be for the 
next city manager.

Hickman stated, "Obviously a 
new city manager would be mak-
ing less than one with ten years 
of experience. We need to look 
nationwide for the best candidate. 
If someone on staff qualifies, that 
would be wonderful. If not, that's 
the way it goes."

Marchand explained that the 
city is already advertising the 
position. He would like to see 
someone hired who could mentor 
people in a way that allows them 
to move up in the organization. 

The person should also be able to 
work with the council to imple-
ment its vision.

McKernan responded that the 
city council coming into office 
should be part of the process 
and should have a say in who 
is hired.

Should the city and Liver-
more Area Recreation and Park 
District (LARPD) consolidation 
move ahead?

Marchand stated that the stud-
ies should continue to bring out 
all of the impacts. The state takes 
a much higher percentage of 
funds from the park district than 
it does from the city. There could 
be as much as $2 million in addi-
tional funding available annually 
for parks if there were a merger. 
If not consolidation, the city and 
park district should at least look 
at economies of scale that could 
provide savings for each.

McKernan said that they 
should stay separate. Each ad-
dresses a different area of con-
cerns for its constituents.

Hickman said she would ask 
the park district if it were in-
terested in consolidation. If so, 
the city and district would work 
together on the issue.

When it comes to the bud-
get, where would future cuts be 
made?

McKernan replied that instead 
of focusing on cuts, she would 
focus on bringing in more money 
and increasing the tax base.

Hickman said that bringing in 
more revenue was the best way. 
"Cuts would depend on the last 
items approved. I would evaluate 
whether they were necessary.  I 
don't like the idea of 10 percent 
across the board cuts."

Marchand pointed out that 80 
percent of the budget is spent on 
personnel. That limits where pro-
gram cuts can be made. The city 
has had to make cuts of $16 mil-
lion in the last few years. He said 
that when residents were asked 
what priorities to fund, police 
and fire were at the top. He said 
that he too would work to bring 
in new businesses and to provide 
incentives to attract them.

Pensions are a big part of 
the budget. What would reform 
consist of?

Hickman replied, "I'm not an 
expert. I would have to look at 
the issue further. It needs a lot 
of study to make the amount 
reasonable."

Marchand pointed out that 
the courts have ruled that current 
employees have vested pensions. 
Any changes would have to be 
negotiated. One area of focus 
would be to increase employee 
contributions. In the past, the city 
paid all of the contributions.

McKernan stated that it comes 
down to communication with the 
bargaining units. "It is important 
to remember we are talking about 
people. I would advocate having 
the city and bargaining units 
move forward together."

What programs would be re-
stored if there were more money 
in the budget?

Marchand said he would ex-
pand the library hours in Spring-
town. He would also look at 
restoring the gang unit for the 
police and providing full staffing 
for the fire department.

McKernan said she would 
have similar goals. Money should 
be put into drug and gang task 
forces and in restoring library 
services and hours in Spring-
town.

Hickman said she agreed with 
restoring library services. Her 
goal would be to bring the police 
department back to the level it 
was at ten years ago. She would 
also focus on fixing sidewalks 
and on street maintenance.

Candidates were asked what 
they would do to attract and 
retain businesses.

Hickman responded one idea 
would be to have companies such 
as Google open branch offices 
in Livermore. That would save 
a lot of commute time for their 
employees who live locally.

Marchand stated that the city 
has done a great job attracting 
businesses. The current council 
has approved incentives that 
have brought in businesses such 
as the Paragon Outlet Center. In 
addition, I-GATE, the Livermore 
Valley Open Campus and NEST 
have been designed to grow and 
build businesses. He would work 
to make that happen.

McKernan said that the open 
campus is a focus for her. She 
would like to see it become a 
reality. "Through technology 
transfer, we could make use of 
technology developed at the 
national laboratories to create 
businesses and jobs." Incentives 
could include a reduction in fees 
and the licensing period. 

Candidates were asked what 
type of housing should be built 
in Livermore and where should 
it be located.

Marchand replied that the 
urban growth boundary has al-
lowed the city to focus housing 
closer to the downtown and to 
transit. Several smaller infill 
projects are planned. "The city 
no longer uses an urban sprawl 
model."

McKernan said that the Green-
ville station built south of the 
freeway would allow the city to 
integrate housing at that location. 
The urban growth boundary is 
there for a reason. It needs to be 
protected. "Dublin sprawl is not 

the vision for Livermore."
Hickman stated that she 

agreed with what the two previ-
ous candidates had said. "I know 
there are empty lots where infill 
could be built. I respect the urban 
growth boundary. To move it 
would take a vote of the people. 
I would leave it up to them."

All of the candidates believe 
there is a good relationship with 
the school district. Crossing 
guards could be an issue, said  
Hickman and McKernan. They 
would like to see more coopera-
tion in that area. Marchand said 
the issue has been resolved with 
the district and the city agreeing 
on how to move forward.

Traffic is an ongoing issue. 
How can impacts be mitigated?

Marchand said that commut-
ers cutting through Livermore is 
a problem. During visits to Wash-
ington, D.C., local governments 
were able to bring back money to 
complete the HOV lanes on 580. 
That has opened up the freeway 
and reduced cut-through issues. 
With the completion of Jack Lon-
don to connect with El Charro 
and Stoneridge Drive and North 
Canyon Parkway extending to 
Dublin Boulevard, Livermore 
residents will be able to travel to 
the west without having to use 
the freeway.

McKernan said that there 
will always be complaints about 
traffic. She is concerned about 
how plans such as the regional 
theater will impact traffic. "I 
want to make sure any impacts 
are mitigated."

Hickman stated that the re-
gional theater will bring a lot 
more traffic. Where will people 
park? People don't want parking 
structures in the downtown. She 
would like to see more enforce-
ment by police of traffic viola-
tions, such as stop sign running.

Two questions had to do with 
communicating with residents 
and how each would implement 
any ideas they may have.

Hickman said that announce-
ments about budget workshops 
and workshops for BART didn't 
reach residents. What worked 
was standing out in front of a 
grocery store. People don't read 
or watch the news.  She would 
bring back her Grassroots televi-
sion program. Town hall meet-
ings would be a good idea. "How 
to get people to participate is the 
bigger problem." 

Marchand stated that it is im-
portant to interest people in what 
is happening. The city sends out 
a newsletter. In addition, it has 
introduced a consumer friendly 
app that provides direct, real time 
communication with the city. He 
would use town hall meetings as 
a way to provide more time for 
people to speak than is provided 
at council meetings.

McKernan said it isn't just 
Livermore where there is an 
issue with communication; na-
tionwide there is a problem. 
News consumption has gone 
down. "We need to make issues 
salient for people." She said that 
she is constantly connected us-
ing technology. "I think that is 
the direction society is heading. 
Apps should be built to provide 
more direct communication. At 
the same time, we don't want 
to eliminate people who rely on 
news sources." She too would 
like to hold town hall meetings.

For the final question, candi-
dates were asked to name the top 
quality of life issues.

McKernan said the family 
friendly environment combined 
with the history of the area and 
advanced technology were her 
top reasons for believing in the 
future of Livermore.

Hickman said she likes the 
small town character and would 
like to maintain it. "You can't do 
it at some levels."

Marchand replied that the 
urban growth boundary has 
kept sprawl away, provided a 
greenbelt with its hills and the 
vineyards around the city, and 
encouraged investment in the 
downtown. 

COUNCIL CANDIDATES
First, candidates were asked 

to talk about their priorities for 
bringing BART to Livermore.

Burger said that it is the coun-
cil's responsibility to ensure that 
the residents' desire for a free-
way only alignment for BART 
is carried out. He said Isabel is 
funded. He would work with 
MTC to draw up plans beyond 
Isabel. "I would stay focused on 
a plan that included 580 as the 
only option."

Gary commented that the cost 
of $1 billion per mile is not an 
easy issue to overcome. There 
will be a need for leadership to 
engage regional authorities in 
rejuvenation of the sales tax  that 
would provide funding for the 
extension.  It will take strong, ex-
ecutive leadership by Livermore 
to take the dream of BART to 
Livermore to reality by assuring 
that the permitting and funding 
agencies are on the same track.

Kamena said that the 580 ini-
tiative has been adopted and it is 
the law. The city has hired Frank 
Wilson, former BART general 
manager who was responsible for 
the last two extensions, to bring 
BART to Livermore. The  current 
goal has been to have a concept 
plan in place in order to have it 
part of the Measure B3 sales tax 

list for funding. He added that 
little engineering work will be 
required for the extension, since 
it appears that the plan to take 
BART to Fremont would work 
along 580 to Isabel.

Turner said that one piece 
of the puzzle is transit oriented 
development. The city would be 
deciding where it is and what it 
will look like. She wants to make 
sure it looks like Livermore. 
"I do not favor tall structures." 
She, too, would work to assure 
funding and push, push to build 
the extension.

What are the candidates' views 
of the regional theater?

Gary said the development 
deal has been approved. "If the 
bonds are sold, it's a go. It's 
beyond council discretion. I sup-
port the theater as an economic 
engine." He added that there is a 
lot of misinformation out there. 
No general fund money will be 
used, rather tax increment funds. 
If the project were to come back 
to the council and the economics 
had changed, he would favor a 
review.

Kamena stated that redevel-
opment tax increment funds are 
committed to the regional theater. 
It is the most painless way to fund 
the theater. If not the theater, 
what else would provide an eco-
nomic engine for the downtown, 
he asked. "There have been 160 
studies on the financing. I believe 
the general fund is not at risk. 
The Livermore Valley Perform-
ing Arts Center has to pay off 
the bonds."

Turner said that she supports 
the theater. "I believe it will be 
an excellent venue. The ink is 
dry on the project. The only deci-
sion I disagreed with was to back 
the bond with the general fund. 
When the economy is down, I 
don't want the city to be on the 
hook for the bonds."

Burger said he does not op-
pose the theater. However, he 
does oppose any risk to tax dol-
lars. The bonds are backed by the 
general fund. "We have seen cata-
strophic events in government. If 
there were a default on the bonds, 
as a co-signer, the city must pay. 
I've looked at the numbers. It 
projects 300,000 people per year, 
150 sold-out events. I don't see 
that happening. The Bankhead 
rarely sells out. Of the numerous 
people I have spoke to, not one is 
in support of the theater."

Do the candidates support 
the council's decision to ask for 
a sphere of influence (SOI) over 
Doolan Canyon?

Kamena responded that if a 
sphere of influence were granted, 
he would like it to be given to 
Livermore. Currently, there is no 
SOI for the canyon. Dublin has 
received a development proposal 
for the area. Livermore would 
like to see the canyon preserved. 
"It would be good if we were 
able to go to LAFCO with a plan 
that is acceptable to both cities. 
If that doesn't happen, the area 
will remain as is without an SOI." 
(LAFCO makes the decision on 
SOI.)

Turner agreed with the vote 
to proceed with an application 
for SOI over Doolan Canyon. "I 
think the last thing people want 
to see is development in Doolan 
Canyon. It is a matter of working 
with Dublin to reach agreement 
on what should happen in Doolan 
Canyon."

Burger said he is on record as 
supporting the SOI request. His 
only caveat would be to make 
sure Doolan Canyon residents 
were in agreement. He would 
ensure that their voices are heard. 
Providing water, as suggested by 
John Marchand, is a great first 
step to meeting their concerns.

Gary stated that he is in full 
support of asking for the SOI. 
"Doolan Canyon is the last soft 
spot in the urban growth bound-
ary. If we can work with Dublin 
to come up with a plan acceptable 
to both, great. Otherwise, the area 
will stay in the county, without 
development."

What qualities should the 
new city manager have and what 
should be the rate of pay?

Turner wanted someone with 

the drive to take the city in the di-
rection that is desired. "It would 
be necessary to pay adequately 
to attract the talent we need to 
grow Livermore and keep it 
looking as good as it does now, 
or better." She supports a na-
tionwide search, but would also 
look within the current staff. It 
may be possible to save a little 
on the salary.

Burger said that the city man-
ager works for the city council. 
The council provides the direc-
tion. The salary does need to be 
looked at to see if it is commen-
surate with managers of other 
cities. He would look both within 
the current staff and outside for 
the new city manager.

Gary called the opportunity 
to select a city manager a rare 
one. "Livermore needs a strong 
consensus builder and a regional 
thinker to facilitate intergovern-
mental relationships." He would 
reset the compensation to reflect 
the current market.

Kamena said that partnerships 
have been the cornerstone of the 
city's recent successes. "It has 
been one of the most remarkable, 
prosperous times for the city. The 
city manager has played a role in 
making that happen." He pointed 
out that the current city manager 
has been president of statewide 
organizations. "She has immense 
prestige among city managers. 
She will be hard to replace." He 
would base the pay on a compari-
son of what other cities and agen-
cies pay. "The job is an absolute 
plum. We have already received 
applications from outstanding 
candidates."

Should the city and park dis-
trict merge?

Burger said that in the military 
issues, arose when one branch 
tried to impose its will on others. 
In government, the city, school 
district and park district are 
autonomous. They should work 
together. However, no agency 
should take the lead role, unless 
it is in an area of the agency's 
expertise. LARPD should not be 
subordinate. The agencies should 
work in harmony.

Gary said that he agrees with 
slowing down the process. Con-
solidation works when both 
parties want to take a look at 
reducing costs and reducing 
redundancy while retaining in-
dividual control. California is 
fractured with the costs of tiny 
agencies each with its own pay-
roll and legal departments. If it 
were possible to merge the back 
office operations and still have an 
LARPD commission completely 
empowered to spend dollars and 
to increase the number of dollars, 
it is healthy to look at it. "Not 
every merger works, nor is every 
merger politically healthy."

Kamena said that it was his 
son, as a member of the LARPD 
board, who proposed looking at 
consolidation. "There need to be 
two parties to make it happen. 
LARPD is not willing." The re-
lationship between the city and 
park district has been symbiotic. 
The city provides park land; the 
district maintains and operates 
the parks. The big issue is the 
money that the state "takes" from 
the district. The question is would 
the "take" be smaller if there were 
a merger. The answer isn't in.

Turner, a member of the 
LARPD board, said that a lot 
of research has gone into the is-
sue. My impression is that when 
other agencies have undergone 
such mergers, the action has not 
resulted in recovered tax dol-
lars. The district was established 
so that parks would not have to 
compete with police and fire for 
dollars. "I'm proud of what LAR-
PD has accomplished. We have 
made significant cuts without 
impacting the parks or services. 
I do not believe there should be 
a merger."

If additional cuts were needed 
in the budget, where should they 
be made?

Gary noted that all of the easy 
savings are gone. There are three 
legs to consider - hours, wages 
and benefits. Cities have had to 
reduce services, pay and benefits 
to be in line with the revenue 
coming in. He pointed out that 
as a school board member, he 
worked with bargaining units 
to come to an understanding 
that they have to share both the 

good and bad times in reflecting 
what they are paid. Labor units 
understand they have to ride the 
wave.

Kamena agreed that further 
cuts would be difficult. The city 
could use its reserves, but that 
would be a last resort. Negotia-
tions are underway to reduce em-
ployer contributions to pensions 
to help keep costs in line.

Turner commented, "The cuts 
have been deep and hard. I don't 
expect a bounce back of revenue 
any time soon." Her hope is that 
current cuts would be sustain-
able. If not, she would consider 
looking at staff hours and the em-
ployees' share of benefits. "That 
would not be viewed favorably 
by staff, but hopefully it would 
save jobs."

Burger said some of the cuts 
have hurt. He said he has talked 
to employees and they under-
stand the situation. They are 
willing to negotiate benefits.  He 
would like to look at something 
that is sustainable for the future 
and not just react to an economic 
situation.

What would pension reform 
consists of?

Kamena said one option would  
be to create a sustainable situation 
with respect to employee contri-
butions. "We need to negotiate up 
to 9 percent. Currently the city is 
paying the contribution." There 
has been talk of a 2-tier system 
with a different compensation 
and retirement package. "I would 
not want to impact those who are 
ready to retire. I'm willing to look 
at the change for new hires."

Turner agreed with a 2-tier 
system approach. Whatever re-
tirement system is instituted, it 
needs to be a long term solution. 
She too would not change retire-
ment packages for those close to 
retirement.

Burger said in the military 
there are three tiers of compensa-
tion. They were created when it 
became necessary to look at how 
to sustain pensions over time. 
He would not consider chang-
ing retirement for those close to 
leaving. He also wants to make 
sure that any new system would 
be the last in which changes were 
made.

Gary noted that the long term 
strategy is the 2-tier system. It 
won't help in the short term, nor 
put more firefighters  or library 
technicians on the street or help 
the city to meet its payroll. Co-
paying is essential. Gary pointed 
out that one area that is not being 
discussed is the escalating cost of 
health benefits. Health care costs 
are wrecking municipal budgets. 
"Without the restructuring of the 
health care market, it will con-
tinue to take cops and firefighters 
off the street. We can't afford the 
health care costs. That is the real 
elephant in the room."

If there were more money, 
what programs should be rein-
stated.

Turner said she would open 
the Springtown Library with full 
hours. It is a community center, 
not just a library. She would talk 
to the police and fire chiefs to 
learn what they need. Replacing 
aging fire equipment and increas-
ing the number of police are two 
possibilities for funding.

Burger said he would increase 
funding for infrastructure repair 
and maintenance. He would also 
look at policies that discriminate 
against those with fixed incomes 
when it comes to garbage collec-
tion and sidewalk repair.

Gary said that all services 
have been impacted. "I might 
support more library hours or 
more funding for public safety. 
I'm strongly in favor of neighbor-
hood preservation, not just police 
and fire services. It is also about 
health and safety."

Kamena agreed with Burger 
that infrastructure is an area that 
needs to be addressed. He would 
like to purchase more fire equip-
ment and address community 
policing needs. He said that he 
would continue to talk to the 
police chief to see what he wants 
to have happen with regard to 
staffing.
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Holiday Cards for Troops
Congressman Jerry McNerney 

(CA-11) announced the start of the 
fifth annual “Holiday Cards for Our 
Troops” program.  Last year, the of-
fice collected more than 7,000 cards 
from the community with personal 
messages of gratitude to our men and 
women in uniform.  Congressman 
McNerney again invites people to 
submit cards at either of his offices 
to be distributed to troops at home 
and overseas.

“I have heard how much it means 
to our troops when they receive notes 
and cards from home.  Let’s take this 
time of year to make a difference for 
the men and women who fight so 
bravely to protect us and our country,” 
said Rep. McNerney.

The cards will be sent to troops 
stationed overseas in packages orga-
nized by East Bay Blue Star Moms, 
Pleasanton Military Families, Packed 
with Pride, and Summerset Veterans 
Club.  Cards will also be sent to veter-
ans at Bay Area VA Hospitals, Camp 
Parks, Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center in Washington, D.C., and  at 
the National Naval Medical Center 
in Bethesda, MD.

To participate in the program, 
make or purchase a holiday card and 
write a message of thanks inside to 
a service member, and deliver the 
card to Rep. McNerney’s office in 
Stockton or Pleasanton by Thursday, 
Dec. 15th.  Cards should remain un-
addressed and envelopes unsealed.

Card Guidelines:  Make sure to 
sign the card. Use salutations such 
as “Dear Service Member.”  Cards 
addressed to specific individuals 
cannot be delivered through this 
program. Do not include inserts such 
as photographs.

Cards can be dropped off in Pleas-
anton at  5776 Stoneridge Mall Rd., 
Suite 175, Pleasanton, CA 94588; 
(925) 737-0727

Parenting Programs
Continuing the Fall guest line-up 

of speakers on a variety of parenting 
topics, Livermore Public Library will 
host the following presentations in 
November and December:

• Tuesday, November 15, at 11 
a.m. (after the Babies-Only Story-
time):  Deborah Rogers, a licensed 
marriage and family therapist with 
offices in San Ramon, will speak 
with parents about developmental 
landmarks to watch for as your child 
grows from infancy to two years 
old; she will also touch on attach-
ment issues and active listening.  
The session will last approximately 
30 minutes, with time for questions 
and answers.

• Monday, December 12, at 11 
a.m. (after the Toddlers Storytime):  
Cynthia Hamblin, a Livermore 
licensed optometrist with ten years’ 
experience in private practice and in a 
hospital setting, will speak with par-
ents about vision issues to watch for 
as your child grows from two years 
to six years old.  The session will last 
approximately 30 minutes, with time 
for questions and answers.   

These free programs will be 
held in the Storytime Room of the 
Civic Center Library, at   1188 South 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore. The 
programs are recommended for 
parents of children from birth to age 
6.  Contact Youth Services at (925) 
373-5504 for more information, or 
visit the website at:  www.livermo-
relibrary.net.

Education Week
The week of November 13-19, 

2011, Huntington Learning Center in 
Pleasanton will recognize American 
Education Week, a celebration of 
public education and the people who 
make a difference in ensuring every 
child receives a quality education. 
First observed in 1921, the National 
Education Association’s American 
Education Week is now in its 90th 
year.

American Education Week was 
born when the National Education 
Association and the American Legion 
met in 1919 to seek ways to gener-
ate public support for education.  
The week includes the individual 
celebrations of Parents Day, Educa-
tion Support Professionals Day and 
Substitute Educators Day, and an 
Educator for a Day program.

To learn more about American 
Education Week contact Dan Chou 
at the Pleasanton Huntington Learn-
ing Center at (925) 463-8800 or Dan.
Chou@huntingtonfremont.com, or 
visit www.nea.org.

Pets Go Online
Wings of Rescue, Livermore, has 

joined other animal welfare organiza-
tions in the area that list their homeless 
pets on Petfinder.com, the oldest and 
largest database of adoptable animals 
on the Internet.  The site currently has 
over 359,000 homeless pets listed, 
and it is updated continuously.

More than 13,500 animal welfare 
organizations in the U.S., Canada, 
and other countries post their pets on 
the site. Wings of Rescue pets may 
be viewed at http://www.petfinder.
com/shelters/CA1907.html.

A potential adopter enters search 
criteria for the kind of pet he or she 
wants, and a list is returned that ranks 
the pets in proximity to the Zip code 
entered. Adoptions are handled by 
the animal placement group where 
the pet is housed, and each group has 
its own policies.

Petfinder.com was created in early 
1996 as a grassroots project by Jared 
and Betsy Saul to end the euthanasia 
of adoptable pets. Since its inception, 
the site has facilitated approximately 
20 million adoptions, making it the 
most life-saving initiative in animal 
welfare.

Drug and Alcohol Use
A forum on middle school drug 

and alcohol issues will be held at 
the Firehouse Arts Center in Pleas-
anton on Wed., Nov. 9 from 7 to 
8:30 p.m.

Last Spring over 100 members of 
the community met at the Firehouse 
Arts Center to begin a dialog around 
alcohol/drug related issues facing 
young teens today. Community 
agencies continue this  conversation 
by sharing their experiences, observa-
tions and guidance.

Partners for this event include: 
Representatives from the Pleasanton 
Unified School District, the City 
of Pleasanton, Pleasanton Police 
Department, Mother’s With a Pur-
pose and AXIS Community Health. 
Discussion will include prevention 
strategies and resources that are avail-
able to parents and our youth. 

There is no admission charge. 
For more information, please 

contact: 925.426.4280 or register 
online at www.pleasanton.k12.
ca.us/adulted.

Operation Christmas Child
While many Dublin families are 

busy with holiday activities, a group 
of local volunteers is focused on fill-
ing empty shoe boxes with school 
supplies, toys, hygiene items and 
notes of encouragement for needy 
kids overseas. Dublin families are 
participating in the world’s largest 
Christmas project of its kind—Opera-
tion Christmas Child—an effort that 
has hand-delivered 86 million gifts to 
kids worldwide since 1993.

This year-round project of Sa-
maritan’s Purse is coming to its peak, 
as local businesses, churches and 
schools prepare to collect gift-filled 
shoe boxes during National Collec-
tion Week, Nov. 14-21. Volunteers 
can drop off their shoe box gifts at one 
of two bustling locations in the area to 
help kids in 100 countries know they 
are loved and not forgotten.

In Dublin, boxes can be dropped 
off at CrossWinds Church, 6444 
Sierra Court on Monday 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Tues., Wed., Thurs. and 
Fri., noon to 5 p.m., Saturday 1 to 4 
p.m. and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m. 

Operation Christmas Child, a 
project of international Christian 
relief and evangelism organization 
Samaritan’s Purse, uses whatever 
means necessary to reach suffering 
children around the world with these 
gifts of hope, including sea containers, 
trucks, trains, airplanes, boats, camels 
and dog sleds.  Tracking technology 
also allows donors to “follow” their 
box to the destination country where 
it will be hand-delivered to a child in 
need.  To register shoe box gifts and 
find out the destination country, use 
the Follow Your Box form found at 
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.

without disabilities and people 
with disabilities.

Cindy McGovern stated, “The 
is a requirement for only one 
energy star appliance. All of the 
appliances should energy star. 
To require a minimum of one 
doesn’t make sense.” 

Matt Sullivan agreed, add-
ing, it seems kind of a low bar 
to set. “These conditions are ten 
years old or older. It is time to 
reevaluate our green building 
requirements.”

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
pointed out that the council has 
been mandating that all new con-
struction be PV ready. She told 
the developer of the memory care 

facility, “It’s not that expensive. 
Your overhead would be way 
down.”

The license for the facility is 
for those age 60 and older. 

Nick Kavayiotidis, the builder, 
explained that the age limitation 
is required by the State Depart-
ment of Social  Services. There 
may be a way to make excep-
tions.” He said he didn’t know 
why the department set the age 
restriction.

Pleasanton City Manager said 
that the city looks only at land 
use, not the requirements for op-
erating such a facility. There are 
licensing requirements for such 
facilities. The council could add 
a requirement that those under 

GREEN
(continued from page one)

60 be admitted, if social services 
grants permission. He said that 
the council could require the 
staff and applicant to discuss op-
portunities to maximize universal 
design standards.

Hosterman commented, “I 
think you will find that you 
already have met the universal 
design standards. They are prob-
ably inherent in the design of a 
health facility.

“It’s a beautiful building. We 
heard no complaints from neigh-
bors. This is the kind of facility 
we want in our community,” she 
added.

Under the matters initiated 
portion of the meeting, Sullivan 
asked for council support to 

review the green building stan-
dards to bring them in line with 
the recently completed climate 
action plan.  He added there is a 
need for a consistent standard for 
universal design.

Fialho suggested that the 
council start the discussion in 
January when the climate action 
plan would be considered for 
adoption.

Sullivan said that his concern 
is that the city will start to re-
ceive development plans before 
the new conditions are adopted, 
particularly in the Hacienda 
Business Park. 

Other councilmembers sup-
ported looking at both green 
building and universal design.

changes to the downtown will be 
the perfect setting for the Amgen 
Tour of California and that the 
enthusiastic response form the 
cycling community will once 
again welcome the race in grand 
fashion.”

Stage 1 of the race will start in 
Santa Rosa, hometown of three-
time Amgen Tour of California 
Champion Levi Leipheimer. 
The race will then take the rid-
ers from San Francisco to Santa 
Cruz County for Stage 2, starting 
with the Golden Gate Bridge 
as a backdrop and once again 
bringing the route back along the 
picturesque coast of the Pacific 
Ocean. Heading inland, Stage 3 
of the race will begin in San Jose 
(the only city to be a Host City 
each of the previous six years of 
the event) and end in Livermore, 

traversing an entirely new part of 
the state not showcased in previ-
ous editions of the race. A new 
city for 2012, Stage 4 will start 
in Sonora and wind its way south, 
featuring several new climbs, be-
fore what’s sure to be a dramatic 
sprint finish in Clovis.

The Individual Time Trial, 
Stage 5, will be held in Ba-
kersfield, a city that has hosted 
the Amgen Tour of California 
before (although not the Time 
Trial specifically). Stage 6 will 
start in Palmdale and head to Big 
Bear Lake, which was the site of 
a thrilling stage finish in 2010 
when Michael Rogers (AUS) of 
HTC-Columbia secured his place 
as the race leader. For 2012, new 
challenges arise as a new climb 
is thrown into the mix.  

Stage 7 of the race will start 

in Ontario, another new city for 
2012, and once again include a 
grueling route to the top of Mt 
Baldy. During the 2011 race, Mt 
Baldy was the scene of an electric 
stage finish when American cy-
clists and RadioShack teammates 
Chris Horner and Levi Leiphe-
imer crossed the finish line first 
and second respectively. Tacking 
on an additional 10 miles to the 
route with the start in Ontario, 
Stage 7 will likely prove to be the 
penultimate stage once again. 

The final stage of the 2012 
Amgen Tour of California, Stage 
8 will take place in the heart of 
Downtown Los Angeles, sending 
riders in and around L.A. LIVE, 
the sports and entertainment 
district which includes STAPLES 
Center and Nokia Theatre L.A. 
LIVE within its footprint, for an 

epic overall finish to a thrilling 
race.

For 2012, Amgen will return 
as the title sponsor for the seventh 
consecutive year, continuing to 
leverage the race to raise aware-
ness of the important resources 
available to people affected by 
cancer through its Breakaway 
from Cancer® initiative. 

The Amgen Tour of Califor-
nia is listed on the international 
professional cycling calendar, 
awarding important, world-rank-
ing points to the top finishers. 
The Amgen Tour of California 
continues to draw global atten-
tion as one of the most anticipated 
cycling events of the year – one 
that attracts Olympic medalists, 
World Champions and the top 
Tour de France competitors.

FINISH
(continued from page one)



PAGE 10 - The Independent, NOVEMBER 5, 2011

varied employment, he is able to 
see multiple perspectives and to 
build on mutual interests of the 
individuals involved. He is calm, 
logical, collegial and intelligent. 
He has a unique ability to see the 
big picture and to question the 
possible long term effects when 
delving into important issues. 
He takes someone’s initial query 
or suggestion to the next level 
and builds upon it to go deeper-
adding complexity and a richer 
understanding to issues being 
considered. These qualities are 
essential in a Livermore public 
servant. I strongly recommend 
Stu Gary for Livermore City 
Council.

Positive Track 
Anna Lim
Livermore

Livermore is a great town to 
live in for many reasons.

 1. OPEN SPACE-We have 
lovely green hills surrounding 
our town. Marchand and Kamena 
have helped keep it this way, as 
will Stu Gary.

 2. BART ON 580- The can-
didates all agree on this issue, 
but Marchand, Kamena and 
Gary can make this happen in 
the near future with possible 
sources of funding in the works. 
The Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission (MTC) is requiring 
more than 7000 housing units 
within a half mile radius of any 
new BART alignment stations. 
This is one of the reasons the 
current city council originally 
looked for a station that would 
have a ready-made populace by 
the station. They listened to the 
people and are now working with 
city engineers to see how best 
to build high density housing 
around the Isabel and Greenville 
stations to meet the MTC crite-
ria, without breaking the Urban 
Growth Boundary.

 3. LIVERMORE HAS JOBS- 
Marchand, Gary and Kamena 
have all worked on projects that 
have protected and created jobs 
in Livermore. They have definite, 
stated plans to create more jobs to 
keep Livermore a thriving com-
munity. They have been influen-
tial in making Livermore a leader 
in economic development.

 4. BALANCED BUDGET-
Marchand and Kamena have kept 
Livermore solvent and with a bal-
anced budget. Gary helped pre-
serve the school board’s budget. 
They have all worked to protect 
our essential services so we are 
a safe community.

 I thank all candidates who 
want to serve our community and 
give of their time and effort. It is 
often a thankless job. Marchand, 
Kamena and Gary have given of 
their time and efforts in the past 
and have the experience and the 
can-do attitude to continue to 
take us forward to a progressive 
future.

Hidden Agenda
Don Miller
Livermore

Marchand, Kamena and Gary 
are the candidates who pushed 
through our successful down-
town revitalization. They sup-
ported UGB initiatives to protect 
Livermore from huge develop-
ment on the North side and led 
the fight (won 2 1/2 to 1) against 
Pardee-Weyerhauser. Both suc-
cesses protect our small-town 
community atmosphere.

However, those Downtown 
opponents and supporters of 
Pardee-Weyerhauser’s massive 
developments have been the 
major spokespersons behind 
the BART-on-580 Initiative. It’s 
stunning hypocrisy for these sup-
porters of massive development 
to cast themselves as favoring 
a small-town community atmo-
sphere. (The above criticism 
doesn’t apply to all who signed 
the petitions in good faith.)

Why the hypocrisy? These 
BART-on-580 spokespersons had 
a HIDDEN AGENDA: go out-
side our UGB for houses North of 
the freeway, benefitting Lin and 
Pardee-Weyerhauser. This would 
have added 20,000 more people 
at Isabel, and about 10,000 at 
Greenville for a 35% increase in 
our population. Protect our small 
town atmosphere? Nonsense.

Previous polls had shown 
support for the downtown BART 

alignment. However, the Initia-
tive showed public opinion had 
changed. Therefore, the Council 
majority listened, did what the 
signers asked, and adopted the 
requested 580 alignment.

Then why the continuing at-
tacks on the Council? Because 
it didn’t follow the naysayers’ 
HIDDEN AGENDA for Lin and 
Weyerhauser-Pardee. It put the 
houses inside the UGB.

One challenger has no public-
service record. Another was just 
elected to LARPD, but doesn’t 
want to finish her term. The third 
while supporting the UGB, hasn’t 
supported the downtown revital-
ization. They are endorsed by the 
hypocritical naysayers.

Vote for Marchand, Kamena, 
and Gary who have the vision 
and preparation to meet the 
tomorrow’s challenges.

Kamena and Gary
Diane Gussman
Livermore

Laureen Turner seems to be a 
nice person who is sincerely in-
terested in making a contribution 
to the Livermore City Council. 
Unfortunately, she comes into 
an election where the stakes are 
high, driven by crucial economic 
and societal challenges that reach 
far beyond Livermore. With only 
modest leadership experience and 
without the network of business 
and political contacts enjoyed by 
Marshall Kamena and Stu Gary, 
she’s asking the voters to take 
a chance on someone who will 
need lots of on-the-job training, 
which, in my view, is just too 
big a risk this time. Kamena and 
Gary are the stronger choices.

Traits of a Mayor
Sheran Clark
Livermore

So You Want to be Mayor of 
Livermore?

 Below are listed critical 
points to consider when seeking 
to be Mayor (to council persons 
as well). Our current Mayor/
Council has been losing ground 
and losing sight of the goal for 
sometime, because they haven’t 
paid attention to these critical 
points for a while now.

 1. Listen to your commu-
nity.

2. Listen to your community.
3. Listen to your community.
4. Remember that the public 

speaking time at council meet-
ings is meant for the public, 
not for your special team of 
advocates.

5. Speak to the Livermore 
community, and ask them ques-
tions even though you worry that 
you won’t like the answers.

6. Through communication, 
prevent an uprising of the com-
munity before it happens. Con-
cerns tend to fester long before 
the uprising occurs.

7. Look for signs of an un-
happy community; example, the 
gathering of 8500 signatures for 
the initiative to keep BART out 
of downtown.

8. If funding for city (and 
sometimes, special interest) 
projects is not in the bank, don’t 
expect that your community 
will want you to spend their tax 
dollars; that is, General Fund for 
such projects; for example, the 
Regional Theater.

9. And last, but not least, wait 
for it, LISTEN to your com-
munity!

Campaign Contributions
Rita M. Gruszkowski
Livermore

In the latest Livermore cam-
paign financial filing, Mayor 
Marshall Kamena stands out 
as the one candidate with only 
a 1/3 of his contributors from 
Livermore. Almost exclusively, 
his other contributors come from 
the construction/development 
industry from as far away as 
Florida and Arizona. Mayor Ka-
mena out raised each of the other 
candidates by about 2-1.

According to the financial 
filing, only Mayor Kamena had 
contributors from builders/de-
velopers: LA Homes LLC, Mer-
itage Homes, RL Communities, 
Ponderosa Homes, and Shea 
Homes. Shea Homes previously 
proposed 4,000 housing units for 
its property in North Livermore 
before being rejected by Liver-
more residents and selling off 
its property. Kevin Peters, vice 
president of community devel-
opment, was quoted as saying, 
“We will be a home builder out 
there someday”. (S.F. Business 

Journal, July 14, 2002)
One wonders how Mayor 

Kamena will assist them in their 
goal to “breach the UGB.”

On the other hand, The Inde-
pendent has erroneously accused 
the Keep BART on 580 group 
of being in the pocket of build-
ers/developers and of trying to 
encroach on the UGB. The latest 
campaign financial filing clearly 
reveals that Keep BART on 580 
has NEVER received nor sought 
contributions from builders/de-
velopers let alone out of state 
contributors. The group advo-
cates protecting the UGB. 

Does the Mayor?

Vote Laureen Turner
Dale Turner
Former Mayor of Livermore, 
former Livermore City Coun-
cil member, former LARPD 
president

Dear Livermore voters, as 
your former mayor, city council 
member, LARPD Director, and 
community leader, it is my honor 
to endorse Laureen Turner for 
city council. Laureen holds the 
right balance of dedication, edu-
cation, and experience that I feel 
will serve the city of Livermore 
well. Laureen cares about the 
people and future of Livermore. 
She has studied, understands, 
respects, and will preserve Liver-
more’s rich history. Additionally, 
Laureen is actively involved in 
the environment and will work 
towards preserving the Urban 
Growth Boundary.

Laureen Turner has proven 
herself as a local leader, and 
if elected, will represent the 
people. I join two other prior 
Livermore mayors; John Shirley 
and Cathie Brown in endorsing 
Laureen. I encourage you to pay 
attention to our collective experi-
ence when you go to the polls. I 
served Livermore in the past and 
it is in your best interest to vote 
Laureen Turner to provide a fresh 
face on the council. Please vote 
Laureen Turner for Livermore 
city council.

Finances Managed Well
william Zagotta and 
Mary Ann Zagotta
Livermore

In Tuesday’s LA Times there 
is a headline “Compton in fi-
nancial free fall.” Compton has 
amassed $369,000, just in late 
fees. Other California cities have 
actually gone bankrupt. 

Have you noticed that Liver-
more has managed to stay out of 
the financial news in spite of the 
nationwide economic downturn? 
We have managed this crisis 
without laying off firemen or po-
licemen. This reminded me that 
our City is a very well managed 
operation and much of the credit 
should go to our city manager, 
the staff and the city council for 
competent management.

In 1980 Ronald Reagan asked 
“Are you as well off as you were 
4 years ago?” With the City’s lo-
cal election next week we might 
ask the same question of our 
Mayor Kamena and City Council 
member John Marchand. The 
answer is yes we are financially 
sound. Yes our downtown is 
humming along nicely. Yes the 
Bankhead Theater has added life 
to our community. Yes we have 
stopped urban sprawl by institut-
ing an urban growth boundary... 
Smart Growth. Yes the Liver-
more Valley is becoming a tourist 
destination with wineries, golf 
courses, restaurants, theaters. 
We are business friendly with 
new developments such as the 
Paragon upscale outlet shopping 
center and plans for commercial 
development near the labs.

I urge you to vote for John 
Marchand for mayor and Mar-
shall Kamena for city council. 
They have the proven record for 
making Livermore such a won-
derful place to live AND they 
have approved the I 580 route 
for BART.

I have met Stu Gary who is 
on the local school board and is 
a former fire chief in our city. He 
currently acts as a management 
consultant which adds to his 
valuable credentials for the city 
council. Vote for Stu Gary.

Go Livermore - Marchand, 
Kamena and Gary

Sound Decision
Michael Bocchicchio
LVPAC Treasurer

As the Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center’s treasurer, 

I would like respond to Peggy 
McLain’s recent letter asking 
why LVPAC needs a city general 
fund guarantee for the construc-
tion of the Regional Theater. 

The simple fact-of-the-matter 
is that the scale of the project is 
too large for any one entity, the 
city or LVPAC, to accomplish 
alone. To succeed, it must be a 
public-private partnership and 
has always been designated as 
one. LVPAC has been working 
with city staff and their consul-
tants for more than three years to 
develop a conservative financ-
ing plan that accommodates the 
needs and ability of each partner 
to pay a fair share. The resulting 
scenario was then subjected to 
numerous and difficult stress 
tests to determine whether the 
general fund would be impacted. 
Even with all of the negative 
outcomes combined, the general 
fund remains untouched by the 
project. 

Ms .  McLain  asks  why 
LVPAC’s supporters cannot 
provide the guarantee. Many of 
LVPAC’s board members and 
Bankhead donors have already 
made significant and generous 
cash and pledge gifts to the proj-
ect. In view of the large economic 
benefits to the City, and the small 
risk that the City would have 
to loan funds even temporarily, 
I think the city’s decision last 
February was a sound one. 

Vote for Laureen Turner
Sandra Dean
Livermore

I have lived in Livermore for 
41 years and have been involved 
in many political campaigns 
through the years. I have never 
seen a local campaign as po-
litically motivated as the one we 
presently are in.

Kamena and Gary are running 
for city council and Marchand is 
running for mayor. They have 
backing from the Friends of 
Livermore. Members of this or-
ganization are actively campaign-
ing for three. These individuals 
endorse like-minded candidates 
and have been successful in past 
elections.

City employees have been 
stretched to the limit with cut-
backs and layoffs. These folks 
have stomachs to feed and mort-
gage to pay. Springtown Library 
and Rincon Library have had 
their hours drastically cut as well 
as other services in our city.

Marchand is running for may-
or from a safe seat on the city 
council. If Marchand, Kamena 
and Gary all win, who is going 
to fill Marchand’s seat on the city 
council? Will there be a special 
election or will they appoint 
someone?

We need a change, the choice 
is yours to make. I’m voting for 
Laureen Turner.

The Right Track
Archer Futch
Former Livermore mayor

The current city council lead-
ership has had eight years to 
achieve their vision on behalf 
of our community. Their ac-
complishments are impressive. 
They include an urban growth 
boundary to protect our scenic 
hills and focus future residential 
and commercial development 
downtown, the redevelopment 
of the eastern end of First Street 
including the Livermore Cinema, 
the Bankhead Theater and many 
new restaurants. Their accom-
plishments also include Heritage 
Senior Living Estates at the 
western end of Railroad Avenue, 
Paragon Outlets on the freeway, 
I-GATE and I-Hub at the Labs 
to create new high tech jobs, 
and a workable plan now being 
implemented to bring BART on 
I-580 without breaking the urban 
growth boundary.

The opposition candidates for 
the City Council have had little 
experience in city government. 

If you believe that Livermore 
is on the right track, then vote to 
keep Vice Mayor John March-
and, Mayor Marshall Kamena 
and former Fire Chief Stu Gary 
working on your behalf.

Positive Thoughts
Jane Ayotte
Livermore

I am writing because I am 
concerned about the negative 
messages regarding the mayor’s 
race. I want to take a moment 
to share some positive thoughts 
about Vice-Mayor John March-
and. I first met John almost ten 
years ago, when he was helping 
a new winery get off the ground. 

Since then I have encountered 
John at numerous events and 
activities throughout the city of 
Livermore. Over the years he has 
consistently shown himself to be 
informed, involved and caring. 

I have also known John to be 
a supporter of the arts. If there is 
an exhibit or art show in town, I 
know I will see John there. His 
work with the Livermore Com-
mission for the Arts demonstrates 
the level of his commitment to 
local artists in our community.

The most important thing 
to consider when selecting a 
Mayor is their ability to repre-
sent our city on a local, regional 
and national level. John brings 
a unique understanding of the 
issues and experience working 
to address them in his work for 
the City Council and the Zone 7 
Water Board. 

John Marchand has served us 
well as both a councilmember 
and Vice Mayor. Working with 
Mayor Kamena and the other 
members of our council, he has 
helped to advance Livermore in 
many important areas, including 
downtown revitalization, the new 
upscale outlet mall, and encour-
aging new business development 
through innovative programs 
such as I-Gate and I-Hub. Clearly 
John has the experience and a 
track record that makes him the 
superior candidate. John March-
and gets my vote for Mayor.

Kamena Courageous
Don Tishman 

Marshall Kamena is the most 
courageous public official that 
I have ever seen in 32 major 
metropolitan areas where I have 
worked. His leadership has pulled 
Livermore from the 19th century 
to the 21st century. Look at the 
changes: a revitalized downtown, 
Bankhead Theater, City collabo-
ration with the laboratories bring-
ing Fortune 500 companies and 
major universities to I-GATE and 
the Open Campus, and the Para-
gon Outlet Center. Altogether, 
these efforts will create 9500 jobs 
in five years. Livermore is the 
envy of surrounding cities.

In these critical times, Liver-
more needs this experienced pub-
lic official whose record speaks 
for itself.

Marchand for Mayor
Nancy Bankhead
Livermore

John Marchand deserves to be 
Livermore’s next Mayor. Over 
the last 6 years, he has set an 
example of dedication and hard 
work that has led to success. As 
Vice Mayor, he has represented 
our city and gained experience 
working with regional mayors 
and our representatives in Wash-
ington. As a thoughtful member 
of the council, he has worked to 
improve our community, both 
economically and culturally. As 
an arts advocate, he helped to cre-
ate the Commission on the Arts 
and has been a strong supporter 
of enhanced educational opportu-
nities for our youth. Finally, John 
Marchand impresses me with 
his vision for a vital and active 
Livermore that supports business 
development and a high quality 
of life. I like what Livermore 
has become with this council. 
Change for the sake of change is 
not good. Marchand deserves to 
be Livermore’s next Mayor.

Stu Gary for Council.
Sabina Imrie
Firefighters

Hired as one of Livermore’s 
first female Firefighters, I can 
attest that Stu Gary has the 
leadership qualities necessary to 
serve the citizens of Livermore. 

(continued from page 6) He’s open minded and unbiased. 
Not only did he manage the 
consolidation of two distinct fire 
departments into the award win-
ning Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Department, he worked diligently 
to oversee fire & emergency ser-
vices tailored to meet the needs 
of each community. 

He’s a visionary! He was the 
only department head from either 
city that reported to two city 
managers, two city councils, and 
a joint Fire Board and still man-
aged to successfully navigate his 
way through differing opinions, 
concerns, and issues. He listens 
and takes appropriate action! He 
consistently delivered a balanced 
multi-million dollar fire budget. 
He’s fiscally responsible and will 
not waste tax payer dollars! Resi-
dents of Livermore will benefit 
greatly by having Stu Gary con-
tinue to serve the community.

Vote for Stu Gary for Liver-
more’s City Council.

Strong Enough?
walter Davies
Livermore

Barbara Hickman states that 
she supports Livermore’s urban 
growth boundary. However, 
the leaders in her campaign are 
Cathie Brown, Valerie Raymond, 
John Stein and former Dublin 
mayor, Linda Jeffrey Sailors. 
They have been the chief archi-
tects behind the Pardee campaign 
to Dublinize North Livermore. Is 
Hickman strong enough to stand 
up to them? If so, why are they 
backing her?

Leadership
Herman Leider
Livermore

Barbara Hickman, who says 
that she is now a supporter of the 
Bankhead, was originally against 
building the theater. In her public 
comments at a Livermore Coun-
cil hearing in opposition to the 
project, Hickman stated, “If the 
Bankhead Theater is built, the 
restaurants downtown will be so 
crowded that no one will be able 
to get a reservation.” Now she 
says that she sees the wisdom of 
building the Bankhead and the 
positive role that it plays in our 
community. 

But, she also maintains, ignor-
ing LVPAC’S figures that show 
an occupancy rate of 75% in the 
2010-2011 season, that seats are 
often empty and that is a rea-
son to abort LVPAC’s regional 
theater project. She also conve-
niently ignores the fact that half 
of the theater’s LVPAC Presents 
attractions sold out last season. 
Apparently she wants to have it 
both ways – be a supporter and 
a skeptic. That is not leadership 
that I can respect

Vote Stewart Gary
Al wisuri
Firefighter

Stewart Gary is a candidate 
running for City of Livermore 
Council. I served as a Captain 
under his command in the Liver-
more Fire Department from the 
time of his hire until I retired 
in December 1996. During my 
tenure I came to respect and 
admire his leadership. He was 
the commanding force behind 
the unification of the Livermore 
and Pleasanton fire departments, 
a time when his leadership was 
paramount and insightful. A 
process that is a credit to his 
abilities. He is knowledgeable, 
experienced and level headed. 
The citizens of Livermore would 
be well served by him.

public wants to spend the county 
transportation sales tax. ACTC 
has also polled the entire county, 
and found that 79 percent have 
responded that they are likely to 
support the permanent tax exten-
sion, she said.

If voters do approve the tax 
in November 2012, the one-half 
percent would rise to 1 percent 
six months later. Although the 
tax would continue in perpetuity, 
voters would vote on a list of new 

capital projects and operating 
programs every 20 years. Only 
a simple majority would be re-
quired to approve the projects. 

Asking for a transportation 
sales tax of 1 percent in perpetu-
ity is a way to ensure programs 
and capital projects that no longer 
can rely on federal and state pro-
grams with any regularity, ACTC 
executive director Art Dao told 
the Independent.

“Forty percent of the conges-

tion in the Bay Area goes through 
Alameda County. There is also an 
unfunded state mandate to reduce 
greenhouse gases. Another plus is 
that the construction projects will 
create new jobs,” said Dao.

After a committee looks over 
polling data and the feedback 
from five meetings around the 
county,  it will make recommen-
dations to the ACTC board on 
which projects to ask supervisors 
to put on the ballot. The ACTC 

board’s decision is slated for a 
meeting Dec. 16.

Some $30 billion worth of 
projects and programs have been 
suggested. That will have to be 
whittled down to the $7.7 bil-
lion that ACTC expects would 
be generated by the increased 
tax rate.

Livermore Mayor Marshall 
Kamena and Alameda County 
Supervisor Scott Haggerty are 
members of the ACTC board.

MEASURE B3
(continued from page one)

from Herman and councilmem-
ber Marj Leider, Mark Bello, 
Robert Deiss, Robert Desautels, 
The Paul DiDonato Trust, Kristen 
Schenone, National Electrical 
Contractors Association (NECA) 
Political Action Committee, 
Deacon Dave Rezendes, Brenda 
Condon, William Fuller and 
Timothy Fuller.

Council candidate Stewart 
Gary reported taking in  $1715. 
His total to date is $12,256, 
which includes $1852 in loans 
to his campaign.  Those donating 
$250 were Ken Bradley, Sheet 
Metal Workers International As-
sociation Local 104, Lynn Sep-
pala, and the Northern California 
Chapter, NECA PAC.

Laureen Turner, running for 
council, received $470 in cash 
over the recent reporting period. 
Her $8333 total includes $2896 
in nonmonetary contributions. 
Turner received $250 from the 
Bay East Associates of Realtors, 
and $100 each from Charles 
Folkers and David Mertes

Bobby Burger, a council can-
didate, collected $450 with a 
total of $4105 for his campaign. 
Burger received donations of 
$100 from Charles Folkers, 
former councilmember Lorraine 

Dietrich, Patti Hindiyeh, and 
David Mertes.

John Marchand collected 
$4058 in cash bringing his to-
tal to $13,623. Among those 
contributing were the Electrical 
Workers Local 595 PAC $250, 
James Kohnen $100, $250 each 
from Sheet Metal Workers’ Inter-
national Association, Local 104, 
California Real Estate Political 
Action Committee (CREPAC), 
Lynn Seppala, Brenda Condon , 
Dean Schenone $250, Northern 
California Chapter, NECA , 
Swalwell for Council 2014, Alex 
Shezifi, and Judy Shezifi. Deacon 
Dave Rezendes donated $100, 

Mayoral candidate Barbara 
Hickman  reported receiving 
$525 for a total of $8284. Donors 
include David Mertes, $100, Patti 
Hindiyeh $150, and Ann Ebert 
$250. Hickman has loaned her 
campaign $2500.

Minuete McKernan’s report 
shows her receiving $706 in con-
tributions, which includes $41 
nonmonetary. She is also running 
for mayor. Her total is $5476. 
McKernan received $150 from 
Cynthia Woodworth, and $100 
each from Gene Coates and Vicki 
Coates, and $250 from Warren 
Woodworth.

DONATIONS
(continued from page one)
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name of 
organization, meeting date, time, place and 
theme or subject. Phone number and contact 
person should also be included. Deadline is 
5 p.m. Friday.)

Heritage Estates Annual Holiday 
Boutique,  Sat., Nov. 5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each 
day at Heritage Estates, 900 East Stanley 
Boulevard, Livermore. Handcrafted gifts 
and baked goods made by residents and 
their families. Items include jewelry, jams 
& jellies, scarves, blankets, kitchen helpers, 
and much more.

Annual Holiday Bazaar,  Saturday, 
November 5, from 9am-4pm. Handmade 
gifts, ornaments, and holiday decorations. 
Homemade jams, jellies, and baked goods. 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho 
Street, Livermore. Free admission. 

Animal Lover’s Boutique, a small 
animal-themed gift boutique in the lobby of 
Feline Medical Center in Pleasanton, dona-
tions and the proceeds from the boutique 
go into Jackie Barnett’s Just Like New fund 
(JLN). Sat., Nov. 5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Suite B1, 3160 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. 
For more information, please contact Cindy 
Ferrin (925-323-8517) cferrin@pacbell.net 
or visit the Valley Humane Society website, 
www.valleyhumane.org.

Holiday Craft Fair on November 5 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at Livermore Valley 
Charter School, 543 Sonoma Ave. Handmade 
jewelry, clothing, hair accessories, Christmas 
decorations, body soap, home decor, antiques 
and Shabby Chic, music, baked goods, make 
and takes, all day raffles and more. Free gift 
to the first 50 customers. 

Lions of Livermore Christmas Bou-
tique, featuring hand-crafted gifts, a fun 
holiday atmosphere, raffles, hot lunches 
and snacks, will be held on Nov. 5 at the 
Bothwell Arts Center at 2466 8th Street, 
Livermore, from 9am to 5pm. Admission is 
free. Hand crafts and artisan gifts will be on 
display, as well as the Lions’ “chuck wagon”, 
serving hot lunches and snacks at reasonable 
prices. Raffles will be held throughout the 
day. Proceeds from the Boutique will benefit 
Sight and Hearing programs, and this year, a 
special tree will be adorned with ornaments 
for sale to benefit Open Heart Kitchen. 
Contact Joan Beason at 925-980-2628 for 
questions regarding the boutique or avail-
able space. 

2nd Annual Pasta Feed Fund-raiser, 
Exceptional Needs Network, Sat., Nov. 5, 
5 to 10 p.m. at the Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
Raffle prizes, good foods, good times for a 
good cause. Dinner catered by A Tasteful 
Affair. Elbow room will be open for children 
activities and respite. Adults $25, children 
$15. Tickets can be purchased online at 
http://ennetwork.org/pasta/Pasta_Dinner/
Pasta_Dinner_Fundraiser.html. All proceeds 
benefit annual summer camp.

37th Heifer Annual Carnival, benefit 
Heifer International, 3 to 7 p.m. Sat., Nov. 
5. Heifer International is an organization that 
fights world hunger by promoting sustainable 
agricultural practices in developing countries 
and the USA. There will be games, a cake 
walk, an animal exhibition, home cooked 
meals, baked goods, fresh vegetables sales, 
craft sales, and a costume parade. Come in 
either street clothes or Halloween costumes. 
International donations to the organization 
will be facilitated at the carnival. Heifer 
International gift items will also be available 
for purchase.

Tri-Valley Chapter of the National 
Federation of the Blind meeting on 
Saturday, November 12, from 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m.  We meet in Cafeteria Room 2 at Val-
ley Memorial Hospital in Livermore, 1111 

East Stanley Blvd.  Any visually impaired or 
blind person is urged to attend.  Call, Carl,  
449-9362 for more info.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Wed., Nov. 9, The Bears, meet 10 
a.m., Gail Blanco, 872-1001. Fri., Nov. 11, 
10 to 30 miles, meet 9 a.m. at Central Park 
in San Ramon, Gail Blanco, 872-1001. 
Sat., Nov. 12 43 miles from south San Jose 
towards Gilroy, meet 9 a.m. in the shopping 
center corner of Almaden and Camden, Robin 
Johnson, retrorobin@yahoo.com. Anyone 
planning to go on a ride is asked to contact 
the leader for details on where to meet and 
what to bring.

Tri-Valley Republican women Feder-
ated, dinner and speaker on Thursday, No-
vember 10, 2011.  David Wolfe, Legislative 
Director of Howard Jarvis Tax Association 
will discuss the current tax proposals, state 
legislature positions, and overall financial 
state of California.  Cattlemen’s Restaurant, 
2882 Kitty Hawk Road, Livermore, 6:30 p.m. 
$30 guests, $26 members.  For reservations 
call 925-462-4931.  Visit www.trivalleyre-
publicanwomen.org for information on other 
TVRWF activities. 

Alameda County Tri-Valley National 
Organization for women (ACTNOw) is 
hosting its monthly chapter meeting on Wed., 
Nov. 9 at 7:30PM at Round Table Pizza, 540 
Main St. in downtown Pleasanton. Speaker 
will be Maia Sciupac, Program Coordinator 
of the Alameda County District Attorney’s 
Office HEATWATCH Program. HEAT-
WATCH stands for “Human Exploitation and 
Trafficking” and the goal of HEATWATCH is 
to get young prostitutes off of the streets and 
into safe houses, and to prosecute the pimps 
and child traffickers. This epidemic is hitting 
all communities not just urban areas.  

Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, November 
10, 7 p.m. at Alisal School’s multipurpose 
room, 1454 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. The 
speaker will be Denise Koroslev. The topic 
is medicinal herb gardening and techniques. 
Visitors are welcome. For more information 
call Bev at 925-485-7812 or visit www.
lavgc.org.

Book sale, Friends of the Livermore 
Library on Sunday, November 6 from noon 
to 4 p.m., rain or shine, for regular monthly 
book sale. This month, a fantastic selection 
of Christmas and holiday books at great 
prices will be featured. There will be cook-
books, craft books, fiction and classics, and 
an assortment of children’s books. Outdoor 
plaza of former library, corner of Pacific 

Ave. & S. Livermore Ave., Livermore. www.
friendsoflivermorelibrary.com

Livermore Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner is having a planning / volunteer 
meeting. Anyone interested in helping out, 
please attend on Wednesday, November 9 at 
7:00 PM, in the Bothwell Center at 2466 8th 
Street, Livermore. Volunteer sign-ups will be 
started at this meeting. For more information 
please visit http://www.lctd.org 

Pleasantonians 4 Peace sponsoring a 
candlelight Vigil in front of the Museum on 
Main, 603 Main Street, downtown Pleasan-
ton, at 7 p.m. Wed., Nov. 9. Participants will 
reflect on the human and monetary costs of 
the war, honor veterans who have sacrificed, 
and visualize ways of moving beyond this 
conflict to a more peaceful world. www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society will meet Tuesday Nov. 8, at 7:30 
p.m. Guest Speaker Deborah Dash will talk 
on “Find-A-Grave” with such topics as What 
is this site? How can it help your research? 
It is a resource for finding the final resting 
place of family, friends, and famous people. 
Over 70 million graves listed. Congregation 
Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada Court, Pleasanton. 
For additional information: Richard Finn, 
program@L-AGS.org

Armchair Travelers, a monthly pro-
gram, will take place at the Livermore Civic 
Center Library on Thurs., Nov. 10, from 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m.. Frank Rainer will show digital 
photographs of the trip he and his wife took 
to Libya. Once Libya began issuing visas 
for American tourists again last year, the 
Rainer’s booked a tour. Merely weeks before 
their departure, Arab Spring broke out in the 
neighboring countries of Tunisia and Egypt. 
They were given assurances that strongman 
Khadafy had everything safely in control, so 
they embarked on their Mediterranean odys-
sey. They explored modern Tripoli and its 
ancient Medina, walked the ruins of Roman 
cities of 2000 years ago, clambered through 
underground desert cities and granaries on 
caravan routes, and camped near Saharan 
lakes and oases. With only one week left of 
their trip, the violence of Arab Spring broke 
out in Benghazi and the Rainers beat a hasty 
retreat back to Rome, where they followed 
the events in Tripoli via the safety of western 
TV. Adults are invited to this free program 
on the second Thursday of each month in 
the Community Meeting Rooms of the Civic 
Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore. For additional information please 
call 925 373-5500.

Many runners and walkers – some donned in costumes and hardhats to correspond with the theme of 
“Building a Better Community” – gathered at noontime on Halloween for the Run for HOME – the launch 
of the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s annual charitable drive, Helping Others More Effectively 
(HOME) Campaign.  The campaign, now in its 37th year, benefits those in need in the community. Runners 
completed a 2,500-meter loop within the Lab’s boundaries, while walkers enjoyed a stroll around Lake 
Haussmann on the Lab site.   The HOME Campaign, which runs through Dec. 4, is one of the Valley’s biggest 
annual charity drives, and is a major community support activity for LLNL.  The HOME Campaign benefits 
local non-profit agencies and umbrella groups, improving and advancing the daily lives of our neighbors 
across the Tri-Valley and Central Valley.  Last year, Lab employees contributed $2,428,103, representing 
the largest amount ever raised in the 36 years of conducting the HOME Campaign.

By Carol Graham
“I like how the jellyfish turned 

out,” said 17-year-old Emmy 
Young. “The octopus is okay, but 
I’m not so happy with the kelp.”  
She added that her favorite part 
is the gradient blue hues of the 
water.  

Young’s “Under the Sea” 
mural sits at the corner of East 
and 7th Avenues, facing north; 
and south, also east, as well as 
west.   In fact, her vibrant ocean 
scene wraps entirely around one 
of Livermore’s above-ground 
utility and signal boxes, adding 
visual interest and charm to what 
is typically viewed as an eyesore. 
It is part of the city’s urban mural 
art program.

Along with the obvious ben-
efit of being better-looking, the 
murals serve another important 
purpose: alleviating graffiti on 
downtown’s most commonly 
tagged utility boxes.  Under 
direction from the City Council, 
the Commission for the Arts 
advisory committee researched 
other cities’ programs to see how 
such urban art projects support 
blight elimination and beautifica-
tion efforts.  

“The City of Hayward saved 
over $40,000 on graffiti elimina-
tion at a cost of only $1,200 for 
its utility box program,” said 
Economic Development Special-
ist Theresa De La Vega.

and representatives from commu-
nity veterans organizations.

The event is sponsored by 
the Las Positas College Veterans 
First Program which provides 
veterans with services and re-
sources to help them achieve 
their educational goals. This past 
academic year, more than 300 
veterans or active duty military 
personnel were enrolled at the 
college. The college recently was 
recognized as a Military Friendly 
School for 2011 by “G.I. Jobs” 
magazine, placing the college 
in the top 15 percent of schools 
nationwide.  

Veteran support services in-
clude a full-time program co-
ordinator, priority registration, 
transfer workshops, a book loan 
program, a study/drop-in tutorial 
center, work-study program and 
an active Student Veterans Orga-
nization. The program also hosts 

special events such as Operation 
Gateway, an on-campus orienta-
tion for returning veterans. 

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore.              

Parade in Pleasanton
The 15th Annual Tri-Valley 

Veterans Day Parade and Cer-
emony in Pleasanton takes off on 
Sunday, November 6th from the 
Veterans Building at 301 Main 
Street, and marches to St. Mary 
Street. 

The parade, which features 
close to 190 entries, begins at 
1:00 p.m. The parade is followed 
at 2:00 with a ceremony at the 
Veterans Building. This year, 
the event pays tribute to the men 
and women of the U.S. Army and 
their families. 

The event is sponsored by 
American Legion Post 237 and 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
6298. For more information, 
please call Dave Ham at 580-
6661.

Hometown Heroes in 
Dublin

Dublin will host the annual 
Hometown Heroes Celebration 
on Sun., Nov. 6 starting at 3 
p.m.

The event will be held at the 
Dublin Senior Center, 7600 Ama-
dor Valley Boulevard, Dublin.

There will be presentations 
by local military and city of-
ficials, and a special musical 
presentation by the 191st Army 
Band—the “Band of the Wild 
West” – Ceremonial Band. This 
40-piece band takes pride in sup-
porting the United States Army to 
local communities such as ours.  

This is a free event. Refresh-
ments will be served.

VETERANS DAY
(continued from page one)

Walter Davies,  chairman of 
the commission’s Urban Mural 
subcommittee, stated, “All of 
our artists were required to cover 
their artwork with a clear coat 
that would protect the finish as 
well as make it graffiti-resistant. 
If a piece were tagged, the tag 
can be quickly and easily cleaned 
without affecting the integrity of 
the artwork.” 

With the City Council al-
locating $750 for the utility box 
program and sponsors’ donations 
tripling that amount, local artists 
were invited - via the city’s web 
site and newspaper notices - to 
submit designs for consideration.   
Ten were selected, including a 
submission of Young’s. Work on 
the utility box murals took place 
from August till October 24.  
Artists received a total of $250, 
which they used to purchase their 
own supplies.  Young noted that 
the clear coat alone costed around 
$120. 

Young, a Livermore High 
School student who had been 
teaching an after-school art pro-
gram at Marylin Avenue School, 
thought it would be a great 
opportunity for the children to 
participate and have a stake in 
their community.   “I told them, 
‘I need you guys to throw some 
ideas at me!’”  Her students of-
fered such concepts as space, a 
dragon’s eye, and storybook and 

medieval scenes.  
By the time her design accep-

tance letter arrived in July, school 
was out for summer vacation. 
Young proceeded with the project 
on her own.  “I took aspects of 
what the children had wanted to 
see – a treasure chest, a jellyfish, 
an octopus - and used those ideas 
in painting the box,” she said.

Davies commented, “Public 
comments for the urban art have 
been overwhelmingly on the 
positive side.  “We’ve received 
many, many expressions of de-
light and pleasure and wonder.”

Added Young, “The very first 
day I was painting, a guy drove 
up and said, ‘This is so awe-
some!  Let me make a donation 
to your cause.’  And he handed 
me 20 bucks.  I also had people 
walking by and saying that it was 
so cool.”    

Davies noted, “Other utility 
box art illustrations include a 
hummingbird in flight, a bearded 
iris, a Diablo dragonfly, and “The 
whimsical Cat-bots: robots in the 
shape of kitty cats.”

“Dream,” on the corner of 
First and Old First Streets, depicts 
students sitting at desks, dream-
ing about the future.  Livermore 
Valley Charter School’s Visual 
Art Program Director Regina 
Leyva waited for the new school 
year to begin so students could 
participate. She said, “The mural 

was designed to motivate stu-
dents in all grades to be creative 
and express their ideas.”  

So far, there are no reports of 
graffiti on the brand new boxes, 
“Which, by the way, we’ve been 
told not to expect,” said Davies.  
“Graffiti artists will more likely 
respect somebody else’s artwork.  
If there’s a blank wall, they want 
their work on it.  But if it’s al-
ready decorated, they’re going 
to move on.”

The ten utility box murals 
have received such a hearty 
welcome that more are planned 
once the weather allows.  “There 
has been a promise of funding for 
other murals from donors,” said 
Davies.  “This was a big project 
that took longer to bring to the 
table than we had planned.  It 
was a steep learning curve for 
all of us.  

“I think that with this under 
our belt, we can handle another 
ten,” declared Davies.

Urban Murals on Utility Boxes 
Brighten the Landscape in Livermore

Seminar to Explore Microbes and 
The Race to Diagnose Pathogens

The seminar, “Microbes Gone 
Wild - The Race to Diagnose 
Pathogens,” is the second semi-
nar of the second season of the 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL)/Las Positas 
College Science and Engineer-
ing Seminar Series. The seminar 
will take place on Tuesday, Nov. 
8, 6-7:15 p.m. in the Multi-Dis-
ciplinary Building 2400, Room 
2420. 

The event is free and open to 
the public. Parking is $2.

The seminar will be presented 
by two LLNL experts, Holly 
Franz, Ph.D., Biomedical Scien-
tist, Deputy Program Director for 
Biosecurity, Office of Strategic 
Outcomes; and Reg Beer, Ph.D., 
Mechanical Engineer, Principal 
Investigator and Associate Pro-
gram Leader, National Security 
Engineering Division, Center for 
Micro  and Nanotechnologies. 
The seminar is part of a series, 
“Theory to Practice:  How Sci-
ence Gets Done,” launched last 
year.

“The series is designed to 
enhance the partnership shared 
by the two Livermore institutions 

and provides a forum for labora-
tory scientists and engineers to 
share their broad range of basic 
and applied research with the 
college’s scientific community 
of students, staff and faculty,” 
said Dean of Math, Science, 
Engineering and Public Safety 
Neal Ely, Ph.D.

Biology Instructor Nan Ho, 
stated, “The series offers a way to 
look at how science is conducted. 
A unique feature of the series, es-
pecially for a community college, 
is the focus on the ‘big science’ 
that LLNL does that requires 
cross-disciplinary expertise.”

The presentations are inter-
disciplinary in nature and focus 
on how science is applied to 
solve problems from theory to 
practice, she said.  The seminar 
will run about 45 minutes, with 
another 30 minutes allocated for 
questions and answers. 

 For more information about 
the event, please visit the website 
at www.laspositascollege.edu/
news/scienceSeries.php.

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore.              
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