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Inside PET Of THE WEEk 
Are you a baseball fan that is sad the season has ended? If so, 
we have four adoptable puppies named after famous Baseball 
teams, so that the sport can live on in your home! Blue Jay, 
Ranger, Phillie, and Rockie are four terrier mixes about ten 
weeks of age. Each puppy has their own unique personality 
and would love to meet you. There are also 2 adult dogs-Lilly 
and Count Dracula- up for adoption. To learn more about these 
six special dogs or other adoptable pets, call 925-426-8656 or 
visit www.valleyhumane.org. Valley Humane Society is located 
at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton and is open Tues- Sat 
from 11AM to 5PM. 

Valley’s New 
Pro Team Sets 
Ambitious Goal
By Ron McNicoll

Tri-Valley basketball fans 
who wonder whatever happened 
to the old American Basketball 
Association (ABA) with its 
distinctive red, white and blue 
basketballs need only look in 
their own backyard starting on 
Nov. 19.

The East Bay Pit Bulls will be 
tipping off against the Mid-Val-
ley Titans at  7 p.m. at Las Positas 
College in Livermore.

The Pit Bulls are the new-
est entry in the ABA. They are 
owned by an investors group 
headed by Pleasanton resident 
Deb Tennenbaum.

The investors want to make 
money on the club. They have 
their sights set high. Investors 
hope eventually to raise the 
quality of their play, and grow 
into a bigger facility than the Las 
Positas gymnasium.

Although some teams in the 
ABA don’t pay their players, or 
at least all of their players, all of 
the Pit Bulls will be receiving a 
salary, said Tennenbaum.

The players are not up to NBA 
caliber right now, but have poten-
tial, said Tennenbaum. They see 
the ABA as a place to hone their 
skills, and eventually go up to the 
next level, which is the European 
League. That league has been a 
conduit for players going to the 
NBA.

Although there are no star 
names on the Pit Bulls, the play-
ers come from some good college 
programs. They include Reka-
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The Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department (LPFD) has 
launched the local Toys-for-Tots 
Campaign for the 2010 Holiday 
Season. Designated as an official 
Local Community Organization 
(LCO) by the Toys-for-Tots 
Foundation, LPFD firefighters 
have already begun collecting, 
storing, and sorting new and 

Toys for Tots 
Donations Sought

(See TEAM, page 8)

Park District 
Names New 
General Manager

(See TOYS, page 2)

The East Bay Regional Park 
District Board of Directors has 
selected Robert E. Doyle to 
become the new general man-
ager of the park district effective 
January 1, 2011. 

Doyle replaces retiring Gen-
eral Manager Pat O’Brien. 

Doyle is the current Assistant 
General Manager for Interagen-
cy and Regional Trail Planning, 
Land Acquisition and Environ-
mental Review. He has spent 35 

(See DOYLE, page 12)
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Participants in the Race to the flagpole took off down Third Street. The one-mile run was a fund-raiser for the Livermore-Granada 
Boosters Club. 
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Pre-schoolers at Our Savior Lutheran School entertained veterans during the church's annual  
chapel service commemorating veterans and the service they have performed.  

Members of the Valley’s faith 
community have organized a 
food donation drive to support 
the 61 locked-out Castlewood 
Country Club workers and their 
families.

The public can donate canned 
foods and even frozen turkeys 
until 5 p.m. Nov. 19 at Trinity 
Lutheran church, 1225 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton.

People can also participate 
in a parade and hay ride to 
Castlewood’s lower parking lot 
on Nov. 21. The parade will 
stage at 2 p.m. at Bernal Avenue 
and Main Street, then leave at 
2:30 p.m., with an arrival at 3:30 
p.m. at the lower parking lot at 
Castlewood.

Thanksgiving baskets will 
be distributed to the 61 families 
there at a ceremony, which will 
include prayer. The gathering  

Hay Ride Will Bring 
Thanksgiving food to 
Castlewood Workers

is sponsored by the East Bay 
Interfaith Committee for Worker 
Justice, which includes Valley 
clergy and lay people.

Kristi Loughlin of the inter-
faith committee said that people 
may donate money for the food 
project. A check for $25 would 
cover the cost of one basket. 
People interested in donating 
may send checks to East Bay 
Interfaith Committee for Worker 
Justice, 1814 Franklin St. Suite 
325, Oakland, CA. 94612.

The workers have been locked 
out of their jobs since Feb. 25. 
Management has refused to let 
them back to their jobs while 
negotiations continue. The Pleas-
anton City Council, some Cas-
tlewood members, and Valley 
clergy have urged management 
to rehire the workers while the 
dispute goes on.

Robert Doyle

In August 2009, while visiting 
India to help set an orphanage in 
Chennai, the country’s fifth larg-
est city, Carolyn Pura received an 
email from the U.S. Department 
of Energy asking her to return 
to the States to help negotiate a 
new strategic arms treaty with 
Russia.

She was only too willing to do 
so. The orphanage was a worthy 
project, and she wasn’t about to 
forget about it. In fact she was 
a founder and board member of 

New START

 Livermore Woman Helps Negotiate Trea-
Little Flock Children’s Homes, 
a nonprofit organization set 
up to help Indian kids without 
parents. 

However, she was also com-
mitted to arms control. After 
spending the first half of her ca-
reer at Sandia-Livermore work-
ing on weapons systems, she had 
spent the second half working on 
ways to reduce the chances that 
weapons would be used. She 
was impressed with the Obama 

Administration’s strong new fo-
cus on international diplomacy.

The invitation was “a dream 
come true,” she recalls.

Return she did, and soon 
moved to Geneva where she 
worked long days and evenings 
as a technical advisor in the 
seemingly endless studies and 
exchanges that are required to 
turn a well intentioned concept 
into a practical document that can 
meet the demands of skeptics as 

well as supporters.
Joining her in the effort was 

Mona Dreicer of Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory. To-
gether the two Livermore women 
amounted to half the four-person 
team sent by DOE.

By Spring of this year, the 
effort in Geneva had produced a 
document that could be approved 
and signed by the presidents of 
both countries in a ceremony in 
Prague.

The treaty is called New 
START, because it is a follow-
on to another treaty of the same 
name that has expired. The first 
START, or Strategic Arms Re-
duction Treaty, was established 
in 1991. It expired last December. 
The 2002 Treaty of Moscow is 
scheduled to expire in December 
2012.

New START places limits on 
deployed strategic warheads as 

(See TREATY, page 4)

Survey Shows

Pleasanton 
Might Go 
for $98 
Schools 
Tax
By Ron McNicoll

If the Pleasanton school dis-
trict wants to pass a parcel tax, 
the measure should ask for ap-
proximately $98 per parcel, 
have a four-year time limit, and 
be the subject of crystal-clear 
communication to everyone in 
the community.

Those recommendations from 
a consultant were heard in a 
report to school trustees at their 
meeting Nov. 9. It was also a 
meeting in which trustees Jim Ott 
and Pat Kernan bade emotional 
farewells to their colleagues 
on the board, amid honors for 
both.

The board also heard a pre-
sentation about the results of a 
homework survey in the district, 
which reported a wide gap be-
tween teachers, who think the 
homework amount is just right, 
and parents and students, who 
say that far too much is being 
assigned.

Homework is a big issue, 
because it is seen as putting 
immense pressure on some stu-
dents, with resulting negative 
psychological effects.

On the parcel tax, consultants 
from TBWB Strategies/Godbe 
Research surveyed 400 regis-
tered votes. The district area has 
16,982 registered voters who 
are likely to vote in a mail ballot 
election in 2011, based on an 
estimated 42 percent participa-
tion.

They found high support for 
good school performances, and 
significant concern about raising (See SURVEY, page 2)

By Ron McNicoll
Imagine Pleasanton high 

school students taking on a sum-
mer work-study job in which they 
are hired to conduct an audit of 
a firm’s ecological efficiency, 
and present that report to the 
business operator at the end of 
the summer.

The student would benefit 
from learning in a tailored Pleas-
anton class during the school year 
about all of the things needed for 
such an energy audit.

The business would gain by 
learning how modifications to its 
building or business procedures 
could save energy. It would be a 

Conference Lights Way to Next Green Level
win for the planet, and a win for 
the firm in savings on energy.

That is the kind of idea that 
was generated for Pleasanton 
school superintendent Parvin Ah-
madi when she attended an invi-
tation-only conference of a dozen 
U.S. school superintendents and 
mayors Nov. 7 to 9 at Robert 
Redford’s Sundance Conference 
Center. The center is set within a 
5000-acre nature preserve in the 
Wasatch Mountains in Utah.

Ahmadi said the idea about 
student green audits of business-
es is too new for a commitment. 
However, she was delighted 
to be at the conference, which 

made “educators aware of the 
impact we could have. They said 
that it is not enough to prepare 
children for the future, but we 
must prepare the future for our 
children.”

Educators often look at en-
vironmental education in the 
classroom as the only way to 
address the environment. At the 
conference, we talked about daily 
practices, success and modeling 
the behavior about how to take 
care of the environment, said 
Ahmadi.

Mayor Jennifer Hosterman 
was the other invitee from Pleas-
anton. She said that her work of 

co-chairing the water council of 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
brought her to the attention of 
organizers of the Sundance con-
ference. That was how both she 
and Ahmadi came to be invited.

The school district has al-
ready launched many ecological 
programs, including the forma-
tion of the worldwide Go Green 
Initiative, founded by Pleasanton 
parent Jill Buck, said Ahmadi.

“At the conference, Jennifer 
and I felt that we were already 
doing a lot of things that we 
should be doing. We also learned 
a lot from other districts. It’s 

(See SUNDANCE, page 4)
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unwrapped toys that will benefit 
and provide holiday cheer for the 
children of the Tri-Valley.

The LCO designation gives 
LPFD recognition as an official 
toy drop-off location by the Na-
tional Toys-for-Tots Foundation, 
which lists LPFD on its website 
so that businesses/individuals 
can donate toys to LPFD. All 
donated toys are given to children 
who live in the Tri-Valley region. 
Through the generous donations 
of businesses, community organi-
zations, schools and individuals, 
firefighters met a goal of collect-
ing 15,000 toys last year. The 
race is on to meet the same goal 
this year, and LPFD has several 
toy collection events planned 
over the holiday season:

• Annual holiday parades held 
in each city. Parades are sched-
uled for Saturday, December 4 
at 6:00 p.m. in Livermore and at 
4 p.m. in Pleasanton. 

• Toys-R-Us Toy Collection 
Day scheduled for December 
11th from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
at Toys-R-Us in Dublin. LPFD 

TOYS
(continued from page one)

Valley Humane Society has 
selected Steve Glavan to serve as 
its new Executive Director.

Glavan brings with him over 
thirty years of professional expe-
rience, including more than ten 
years in non-profit management 
and development. He comes to 
Valley Humane Society from 
United Way Silicon Valley, where 
he served as Major Gifts Officer 
for more than three years. He 
has also served as Director of 
Development for a private school 
system in Oregon. He takes the 
helm at Valley Humane Society 
during a period of growth, as the 
organization prepares to expand 
into new facilities and increase its 
programs in the coming year.

Glavan is a native of Oregon 
and previously worked in man-
agement for several insurance 
and employee benefit companies. 
A resident of Pleasanton for the 
past four years, he is a member 
of the Association of Fundrais-
ing Professionals (AFP) and is 
elected to serve on the Board of 
the AFP Silicon Valley Chapter 
in 2011. 

Valley Humane Society (VHS) 
is a private, non-profit, 501 (c)(3) 
organization.  Founded in 1987 
in Pleasanton, California, VHS 
is an animal welfare organiza-
tion advocating responsible pet 
ownership.  VHS seeks  to pro-
vide the community with educa-
tional outreach and collaborative 
programs that enrich the bond 
between people and companion 
animals and eliminate unneces-
sary euthanasia.

Firefighters will collect toys 
by the stages and during the 
parade.

For information, go to http://
pleasanton-ca.toysfortots.org/
local-coordinator-sites/lco-sites/
default.asp

All Livermore and Pleasanton 
Fire and Police Stations also have 
Toys-for-Tots containers where 
the public can drop-off new, 
unwrapped toys:  

Fire Headquarters: 
Pleasanton: 3560 Nevada 

Street, (925) 454-2361;  6300 
Stoneridge Mall Rd., (925) 454-
2342;  3200 Santa Rita Rd.,  (925) 
454-2343; 1600 Oak Vista Way,  
(925) 454-2344; 1200 Machado 
Place,  (925) 454-2345;

Livermore: 4550 East Avenue, 
(925) 454-2346; 951 Rincon,  
(925) 454-2347; 5750 Scenic 
Ave.,  (925) 454-2348; 1919 Cor-
doba St., (925) 454-2349; 

Police Department Loca-
tions:

Livermore Police Depart-
ment, 1110 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore, (925) 371-4900; 
Pleasanton Police Department, 

The City of Dublin has 
launched an on-line survey to 
help gauge community opinions 
concerning the City’s special 
events, and in particular the Day 
on the Glen Festival.

The Day on the Glen Festival 
was suspended for 2010 as a 
measure to reduce the City’s bud-
get deficit. Looking toward the 
future, the City Council would 
like residents to help craft a new 
event plan by participating in a 
short on-line survey on Dublin’s 
special events and festivals. By 
answering the survey questions, 
residents will be able to help 

Valley Humane Society 
Selects New Director

Steve Glavan

the City better understand who 
attends its events and how the 
City can best meet the residents’ 
needs for community and cultural 
events.

The short, anonymous, survey 
will be available on-line for three 
weeks beginning Saturday, No-
vember 13. A link to the survey 
will be available on the City’s 
website at www.dublin.ca.gov.

For more information please 
contact the Parks and Com-
munity Services Department at 
925-556-4500 or via email at 
glentheguide@dublin.ca.gov.

 

Dublin Wants Input 
On Special Events

taxes, though that polled lower 
than the desirability of maintain-
ing educational quality.

The polling found that going 
too high with a parcel tax shrinks 
support. There is 59 percent sup-
port for a $197 parcel tax in the 
sample data, which falls short of 
the two-thirds necessary to pass 
a parcel tax.

Shrinking the tax amount to 
$164, and then $131, still did not 
bring a two-third yes vote, which 
lumped together those respond-
ing “definitely yes” and “prob-
ably yes.” Only when the $98 
figure was tested on participants 
was there 67 percent support.

Since the fate of a $98 tax 
rests on a 67 percent yes vote 
that includes 16 percent say-
ing “probably yes,” very clear 
communication must go out to 
the community about where the 
money would go and not go, how 
long the tax would be in effect, 
and tax exemptions for seniors 
and low-income residents, if re-
quested, said the consultants.

The research shows support 
for funding basic academic skills, 
retention of teachers and science 
and reading, specialists, and 
keeping school libraries open.

Those surveyed made it clear 
that they don’t want any of the 
parcel tax money going toward 
administrative salaries. They 
also said it is important to have 
independent monitoring of how 
the tax money is spent, something 
that is required by law.

A $98 parcel tax would raise 
approximately $2 million annu-
ally. Consultants recommended 
a four-year duration, which is 
typical of other parcel taxes in 
California. That length of time 
should be enough to steer the dis-
trict through the tough economic 
times currently happening, the 
constants said.

A bid in June 2009 for a $233 
parcel tax won about 65 percent 
of the vote. Measure G would 
have raised $4.3 million annu-
ally for four years. There was an 
active grassroots campaign in 
support of the tax.

However, some who voted 
against Measure G said they 
didn’t see why they should sac-
rifice when teachers and other 
staff did not do so by granting 
concessions on salaries.

That was changed for this 
school year, when teachers’ con-
cessions saved the district $4.5 
million, administrators donated 
$2 million in pay and benefits, 
and the classified employees 
took $400,000 less. Those are 
one-year concessions; anything 
for the next school year would 
have to be negotiated.

Trustees will be discussing the 
issue further with the community, 
and sounding out parents and 
teachers. If the board authorizes 
an election, consultants recom-
mended that it be by mail ballot, 
as many districts do in the state. 
May 3, 2011 would be a good 
date, with ballots being mailed 
out April 4. The board would 

have until Feb. 4 to put the matter 
on the ballot.

Parent Barbara Kirk was the 
lone audience speaker on the 
item. She urged the board to 
consider moving forward with 
the process. “It won’t solve all of 
the budget issues, but it is a piece 
of the pie. We control it. The state 
cannot take it.”
KERNAN, OTT HONORED
AT THEIR LAST MEETING

Tributes poured in for depart-
ing school trustees Pat Kernan 
and Jim Ott at their last official 
meeting. They chose not to run 
again. Jeff Bowser and Joan 
Laursen won the election Nov. 
2, and will replace them.

Kernan was appointed to the 
board 14 years ago, and won 
election and re-election con-
secutively since then. Ott was 
appointed more than four years 
ago, and then was elected to the 
full four-year term.

Superintendent Parvin Ah-
madi presented plaques to both 
from Rep. Jerry McNerney, As-
semblymembers Mary Hayashi 
and Alberto Torrico, the Alam-
eda County Office of Education, 
and the classified employee and 
teachers associations. City gov-
ernment also will honor them at 
a council meeting.

There were plaques from 
Pleasanton Partnerships in Edu-
cation and the Association of 
California School Administra-
tors.

In view of Kernan’s 14 years’ 
service, board president Chris 
Grant turned the presiding chair 
over to Kernan to conduct the 
meeting. Grant said in his tribute 
that both Ott and Kernan “exhib-
ited impeccable character, values 
that are beyond reproach. Both 
have thick skins, and need that in 
this role. They have an unbeliev-
able caring for kids.”

Trustee Jamie Hintzke said, 
“Kernan has been an absolute 
stitch to get to know. I’ve had 
some of the best laughs with 
you.” She thanked him for en-
couraging her to run for the 
board.

“Thanks for what you have 
done for the district. We’ll call 
you when we need to get an 
historical perspective” on issues 
before the board,” said Hintzke. 
She complimented Ott for his 
sense of humor and sharing his 
life in public service.

Trustee Valerie Arkin also 

thanked both men for all of their 
service. 

In response, Ott thanked Ker-
nan for encouraging him to apply 
for the vacant seat to which he 
was appointed. “It has been an 
honor to serve on the board.” He 
praised the administrators, sup-
port staff, teachers and all others 
who really make Pleasanton’s 
schools. He said he will do all he 
can to continue to support the dis-
trict, and thanked his family and 
co-workers for allowing him the 
schedule to serve as a trustee.

Kernan thanked current and 
past colleagues on the board. 
“I’m a player in a cast of many.” 
He added, “I am so proud of this 
district, and the people within 
it.”

Kernan singled out two de-
ceased trustees, Juanita Haugen 
and Ernestine Schneider “who 
set the mark” for the district in 
earlier years. Kernan served on 
the board at the same time as 
Haugen. He stated, “She taught 
me the importance of treating 
every child on the same level.”

“The culture of the district 
has been set, and is getting a 
little bit better every year. What 
I like about this district is that the 
hardest critics have been us. We 
know we can always be better,” 
said Kernan.

SURVEY SHOWS
HOMEWORK GAP

The district in May conducted 
a survey of teachers, parents and 
students about the amount of 
homework and its relevancy. Di-
rector of Curriculum and Special 
Projects Jane Golden reported the 
findings to the board.

The homework question is 
tied in with perceived time pres-
sures on students, which can lead 
to depression, according to some 
sources. The film “The Race to 
Nowhere” is being shown this 

week in the district. It highlights 
the pressures and potential links 
to suicide and other self-destruc-
tive behavior.

The issue became prominent 
in the district last year after the 
apparent suicide of an Amador 
Valley High School student. A 
community meeting attended 
by approximately 100 people 
followed.

The survey showed a wide 
discrepancy between teachers’ 
perceptions of homework and 
those of parents and students. 
For example, at the 6-12 level, 
86 percent of teachers say that 
the amount of homework is just 
right. However, 65 percent of 
parents say it is too much or “way 
too much,” said Golden’s report. 
Only 4 percent of parents said not 
enough homework is assigned.

At the K-5 level, 55 percent of 
parents said that the homework 
amount is just right, and 12 per-
cent said it is not enough.

Some 95 percent of elemen-
tary school teachers said they 
assign homework that students 
can complete independently. 
However, parents reported the 
number to be 75 percent.

As to how much time home-
work takes, 84 percent of teach-
ers on the 6-12 level say that 
students spend 15 to 45 minutes 
per night on homework. Only 
3 percent of parents report that 
number. Some 65 percent say 
their students take two or more 
hours per night.

Golden will be visiting schools 
in the fall to see what is working 
in the district’s homework policy 
and what needs to change. In 
the spring, she will return to the 
schools with a draft revision of 
the policy, looking for feedback. 
She hopes to have a new policy 
ready for a board vote on May 
11, 2011.

SURVEY
(continued from page one)
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Nominations Sought
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce members 

and citizens of Pleasanton are invited to nominate 
individuals, businesses and non-profit organiza-
tions who have made a significant contribution 
to the Pleasanton community for a community 
service award. 

There are five award categories presented 
including: Business Philanthropy Award; Excel-
lence in Business Award; Excellence in Service 
Award; Distinguished Individual Service Award; 
and Green Business Award. Community Service 
Award recipients will be honored at the Annual 
Dinner on Friday, January 28, 2011 at the Pleas-
anton Marriott. 

The deadline to submit a nomination is Dec. 
31. To download a nomination form go to www.
pleasanton.org. Nominees do not have to be 
chamber members. 

Purple Decommissioned
The National Nuclear Security Administration 

(NNSA) announced that Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL) has decommis-
sioned Advanced Simulation and Computing 
(ASC) Program’s Purple, the first supercomputer 
capable of producing the reliable three-dimen-
sional simulations of nuclear weapons perfor-
mance critical to NNSA’s program to ensure the 
safety, security and effectiveness of the nuclear 
stockpile without having to conduct testing.

Purple represented the culmination of the 
Accelerated Strategic Computing Initiative’s 
(ASCI) nearly 10-year quest to deploy a 100 tera-
FLOP/s (100 trillion floating point operations per 
second) system. Purple transformed ASCI from 
an initiative into today’s Advanced Simulation 
and Computing (ASC) program.

During the time it was in use, the capabilities 
Purple delivered represented the profound change 
high performance computing brought to the way 
science is done by making computer simulation 
a “third leg of science” along with theory and 
experiment.

ASC Purple was the result of a long tern col-
laboration effort between NNSA’s ASC Program 
and IBM, with LLNL as the lead laboratory. The 
ASC Purple contract, was announced by the 
Secretary of Energy in November 2002. ASC is 
a tri-laboratory program, including Los Alamos 
Laboratory, Sandia National Laboratories, and 
LLNL, that develops the complex application 
codes and provides the computers necessary to 
certify the safety and reliability of the enduring 
stockpile. Purple was the first machine to be 
used as a capability platform by all 3 NNSA 
laboratories.

In 2005 and 2006 ASC Purple was listed as 
one of the fastest supercomputers in the world. 
NNSA, because of its demanding mission, con-
tinues to require, develop and procure systems 
of extraordinary capability and application reach. 
In 2009, NNSA earned three of the top 10 spots: 
Roadrunner (No. 2, LANL); BlueGene/L (No. 7, 
LLNL); and Red Sky (No. 10, Sandia/National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory). In addition, the 
NNSA's Dawn platform at LLNL was ranked as 
the 11th fastest in the world.

Nuclear Materials Removed
The National Nuclear Security Administration 

(NNSA) announced last week that Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory has removed 80 
percent of its special nuclear material requiring 
the highest level of security protection. 

The Lab has completed shipments to five 
different receiver sites, including Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, the Nevada National Secu-

rity Site, the Savannah River Site, Y-12 Security 
Complex, and the Idaho National Laboratory, 
since the de-inventory project was initiated in 
October 2006. These shipments were completed 
in full compliance with safety and environmental 
laws and procedures. All federal and receiver site 
requirements were met for these shipments.

“The removal of 80 percent of Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory’s highest security 
category nuclear material demonstrates contin-
ued progress and is the result of some very hard 
work,” said NNSA Deputy Administrator for 
Defense Programs Don Cook. 

The move is part of NNSA’s efforts to con-
solidate special nuclear material at five sites 
by the end of 2012, with significantly reduced 
square footage at those sites by 2017. This will 
further improve security and reduce costs as part 
of NNSA’s overall effort to transform the Cold 
War era nuclear weapons enterprise into a 21st 
century nuclear security enterprise.

Originally, NNSA initiated a plan, based on 
equipment capability and capacity, to remove all 
high-security material from Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory in 2014. Subsequently, 
NNSA was able to develop an accelerated time-
line to remove this material in 2012.

Electric Vehicles
The Metropolitan Transportation Commission 

(MTC) announced that it will award a $2.8 mil-
lion grant to bring 90 electric vehicles (EVs) to 
government fleets across the Bay Area. As part 
of the national demonstration projects, Alameda 
County will deploy its 20 electric vehicles in their 
fleet beginning in the second quarter of 2011. 
Bringing electric vehicles to Bay Area Govern-
ment Fleets will curb emissions and reduce 
dependence on oil.

The grant funding will cover the additional 
cost beyond the normal cost of conventional 
gasoline vehicles. Grant funds will also pay for 
the purchase and installation of 20 electric ve-
hicle charging stations to be deployed in locations 
throughout Alameda County.

“Alameda County’s Climate Action Plan, ad-
opted earlier this year, sets goals for the County to 
reduce our carbon footprint. This project allows 
for Alameda County to demonstrate the perfor-
mance of electric vehicles, as well as to help to 
develop an EV charging station infrastructure 
within the County,” said Aki Nakao, Alameda 
County’s General Services Agency Director. 
“The MTC grant will enable the County to con-
tinue its focus on implementing innovative, clean 
energy technologies that increase prosperity in 
the region. We commend and thank the MTC for 
its continued commitment to fostering innovative 
clean transportation alternatives.”

This grant is a part of MTC’s $33 million 
Climate Innovation Grants pool, $14 million 
of which is allocated to this and other major 
electric vehicle projects in the Bay Area – ap-
proximately 44 percent of the total grants pool. 
MTC – Chaired by Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty – also funds an EV battery swap 
initiative for taxis, a program to bring additional 
EV infrastructure to the region, and an electrified 
car sharing program.

The Local Government EV Fleet National 
Demonstration Project will include coordinated 
analytics and best practices aggregation, a re-
gional visibility campaign, and national outreach 
via the fleet associations to catalyze adoption of 
EVs in fleets nationwide. Anticipated to have 
a net CO2 emission reduction of 439,639 lbs, 
the project will also establish infrastructure and 
regional cooperation to accelerate further EV 
adoption.

 

 

Beta cells, which make insulin 
in the human body, do not repli-
cate after the age of 30, indicating 
that clinicians may be closer to 
better treating diabetes.

Type 1 diabetes is caused by 
a loss of beta cells by auto-im-
munity, while type 2 is due to 
a relative insufficiency of beta 
cells. Whether beta cells replicate 
after birth has remained an open 
issue. The answer is considered 
critically important for designing 
therapies for diabetes.

By using radioactive carbon-
14 produced by above-ground 
nuclear testing in the 1950s and 
’60s, researchers have deter-
mined that the number of beta 
cells remains static after age 30.

Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory scientist Bruce Buch-
holz, with collaborators from the 
National Institutes of Health, 
used two methods to examine 
adult human beta cell turnover 
and longevity.

Using LLNL’s Center for 
Accelerator Mass Spectrometry, 
Buchholz measured the amount 
of carbon 14 in DNA in beta cells 
and discovered that after age 30, 
the body does not create any new 
beta cells, thus decreasing the 
capacity to produce insulin as a 
person ages.

Because DNA is stable after 
a cell has gone through its last 
cell division, the concentration 
of carbon 14 in DNA serves as 
a date mark for when a cell was 
born and can be used to date cells 
in humans.

The completion of the second 
phase of a $49 million project 
that constructed a new four mile 
carpool lane on eastbound In-
terstate 580 between Hacienda 
Drive and Portola Road was cel-
ebrated last week one year ahead 
of schedule. 

In addition to being completed 
early, the project was built for $23 
million less than budgeted. It was 
funded primarily by Proposition 
1B, a $19.9 billion transportation 
bond supported by Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and ap-
proved by voters in 2006.

Since its passage, Caltrans 
and the California Transporta-
tion Commission have allocated 
nearly $6 billion in Proposition 
1B funds to improve California’s 
transportation system.

The daily traffic volume along 
this stretch averages over 170,000 
vehicles. The first segment of the 
carpool lane, from Portola Road 
to Greenville Road, opened in 
October 2009.

“This project provided much-
needed jobs and created trans-

portation infrastructure that will 
benefit the Bay Area now and for 
decades to come,” said Caltrans 
Director Cindy McKim.

The project was completed for 
far less than expected because of 
the highly-competitive bidding 
market among contractors seek-
ing business.

Bijan Sartipi, Caltrans District 
4 Director, stated, “Caltrans has 
been diligently working with its 
partners here in the Bay Area to 
deliver congestion relief while 
utilizing Proposition 1B funding 
to its maximum level.”

The second phase of the proj-
ect, constructed by Ghilotti Con-
struction, is the final segment of 
an 11-mile carpool lane on east-
bound I-580 between Pleasanton 
and Livermore. 

The project includes $2.8 
Million of Regional Measure 2 
(RM2) funds. In March 2004, 
voters passed RM2, raising the 
toll on the seven state-owned toll 
bridges in the Bay Area by one-
dollar to fund various transporta-
tion projects within the region.

Supervisor Scott Haggerty, 
Chair of the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission, declared, 
“It is wonderful to see this new 
lane open knowing that it will 
bring congestion relief to this 
vital corridor. The fact that this 
project received Proposition 1B 
funding and Regional Measure 2 
dollars shows Bay Area residents 
that their funding efforts are 
directly benefiting local com-
munities.”

Mark Green, Chair of the 
ACTC, added, “The new carpool 
lane is an important step in our 
overall plan to reduce and man-
age congestion in the Tri-Valley 
area.”

The Alameda County Trans-
portation Commission (ACTC) 
is a newly-formed countywide 
transportation agency, resulting 
from a merger of the Alameda 
County Congestion Manage-
ment Agency (ACCMA) and 
the Alameda County Transpor-
tation Improvement Authority 
(ACTIA).

New I-580 Carpool Segment Opens

“We found that beta cells 
turnover up to about age 30,” 
Buchholz said. “The findings 
have implications for both type 
1 and type 2 diabetes.”

Type 1 diabetes is an auto-im-
mune disease in which the body 
attacks beta cells. Both genetic 
predisposition and environmental 
triggers that are poorly under-
stood have been implicated in 
the disease development. Disease 
onset is frequent during child-
hood but can occur throughout 
life and requires lifelong insulin 
injections/pump delivery. The 
body simply lacks the ability to 
make insulin. Type 2 diabetes 
(often called adult onset diabe-
tes) is common in older people 
whose ability to secrete sufficient 
insulin to regulate blood sugar 
deteriorates as they age and is 
often due to increased demand 
in obese people.

“It could be due to loss of 
beta cells with age,” Buchholz 
said. “The body doesn’t make 
new ones in adulthood and there 

might not be enough cells to 
control blood sugar.”

In addition, as the obesity 
rate increases, the incidence of 
type 2 diabetes increases. It is 
now starting to be found in obese 
children.

Buchholz said there is active 
research in stem cell therapies to 
replace lost beta cells for both 
types of diabetes. “However, 
with these new findings, it isn’t 
clear how easy it will be for the 
body to make more beta cells in 
adulthood, when it is not a natural 
process,” he said. “At the surface, 
it seems like coaxing the body to 
do what it does naturally would 
be easier to accomplish.”

The research was funded by 
the National Institute of Diabetes, 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases at 
the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) and NIH/National Center 
for Research Resources. It ap-
pears in the October issue of The 
Journal of Clinical and Endocri-
nology & Metabolism.

Cell Research May Lead to 
Better Diabetes Treatment

The Livermore Police De-
partment (LPD)  is expanding 
its regular traffic enforcement 
with special operations. These 
operations are funded by a re-
cent $119,000 grant awarded by 
the California Office of Traffic 
Safety. Special traffic enforce-
ment measures will be instituted 
by the Livermore Police Depart-
ment through both enforcement 
and education.

“We are pleased to once again 
receive a traffic safety grant 
from the Office of Traffic Safety 
(OTS)” said Chief Steve Swee-
ney. “We are proud to partner 
with OTS to increase our ability 
to promote traffic safety within 
our community. Over the last sev-
eral years, we have been able to 
use grant funds from OTS to pro-
vide traffic education and traffic 
enforcement within Livermore. 
During the last three years, we 
have seen a steady decline in the 
number of collisions occurring 
in Livermore. We hope this new 

grant will allow us to continue 
to keep the rate of collisions 
declining.” 

The Selective Traffic Enforce-
ment Program (STEP) grant will 
assist in efforts to deal with traffic 
safety problems and to reduce 
the number of persons killed and 
injured in traffic collisions. 

The grant activities will spe-
cifically target Motorcycle Safe-
ty, DUI offenders, drivers with 
suspended or revoked licenses, 
red light running and speed viola-
tions. This will be accomplished 
through the use of education 
programs, DUI/driver’s license 
checkpoints and special en-
forcement operations. The grant 
provides funding for overtime to 
conduct special enforcement and 
education activities. 

For the second year in a row, 
Livermore PD will receive fund-
ing for five special Motorcycle 
Safety Enforcement Operations. 
Motorcycle fatalities have finally 
turned and dropped in Califor-

nia, following a decade rise in 
deaths. In 2009, 393 motorcyclist 
were killed, a 29 percent drop 
from 2008 statistics. California 
remains one of 3 states that still 
lead the nation in motorcyclists’ 
deaths.

Livermore Police Officers 
will be conducting specialized 
enforcement efforts throughout 
the course of the next year. Extra 
officers will be on duty patrolling 
areas frequented by motorcycles.  
Officers will be cracking down 
on traffic violations made by 

motorcyclists, and other vehicle 
drivers, that result in far too many 
motorcycle collisions, injuries 
and deaths. 

“More people are making it 
home safely and alive each day,” 
said Murphy.  “But to keep this 
trend going, we will continue to 
strive to meet our vision – toward 
zero deaths, every 1 counts.”

Funding for this program was 
provided by a grant from the Cal-
ifornia Office of Traffic Safety, 
through the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.

LPD Receives Funds to Expand Traffic Enforcement
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Voters Thanked
Jerry Thorne, Vice Mayor
City of Pleasanton

Now that the 2010 campaign is 
over, I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank everyone who 
volunteered their time, efforts, 
endorsements, contributions 
and support to my campaign. A 
special thanks to Kathy Narum 

who is an awesome campaign 
manager and to my wife Sandi 
who is my greatest supporter and 
source of encouragement.

There were so many individu-
als who contributed in some way 
to my campaign that it is not pos-
sible to thank everyone person-
ally, but I want you to know that 
I am eternally grateful.

I want to offer my very special 
thanks to the voters of this great 
city for allowing me the honor 
and privilege of serving you for 
four more years.

Do Not Be fooled!
Michelle Hill
Livermore

“All pigs are created equal...
except some pigs are more equal 
than others.” This is the philoso-
phy of the Livermore City Coun-

cil members, especially if you 
live in North Livermore (AKA 
“the wrong side of town.”)

Visit the library if you want to 
read the book (Animal Farm) the 
caption came from, except if you 
live in Springtown. This branch 
will be closed and bulldozed 
soon. Do not be fooled-it is not 
about the $177,000 required to 
keep the branch operating. It’s all 
about the city getting its hands on 
the property to build high-density 
housing. (Think back a few years 
ago when the residents put up a 
fight to save Springtown Golf 
Course. The city already had a 
plan to build the housing!)

Doug Horner, if you believed 
in keeping the library open, why 
did you vote to close it? Can’t 
you take a stand for the benefit of 
the Springtown tax payers even 

if it opposes the other council 
members?

Apparently the Livermore 
City Council is not interested in 
seeing our children excel aca-
demically in North Livermore. 
They have made their choice 
known-and they chose tax dollars 
over educational opportunities! 
Let the Livermore City Council 
know your choice. They don’t 
value you and your family, so 
feel free to move your tax dol-
lars to another Tri-Valley city. I 
hear Pleasanton is a nice place 
to live!

keep BART on 580
Patricia Grimes
Livermore

 When I first heard they were 
considering putting the Liver-

(More MAILBOX, page 10)

Measure D in Good Hands
Alameda County Measure D, the voter approved agricul-

ture/open space preservation initiative, has received a strong 
affirmation from the Board of Supervisors.

They’ve denied Eric Fabianac’s application to expand 
his dog kennel on rural Crow Canyon Road. Measure D 
forbids urban uses in rural areas. The supervisors stood by 
that prohibition.

It would have been easy to approve the application. The 
applicant worked with staff, attempting to meet all the condi-
tions. Staff recommended approval. It wasn’t long ago that 
the Board of Supervisors had majorities that would have 
supported the staff recommendation.

However, there was no way to get around the stark fact 
that approval would set a potentially harmful precedent. At 
the supervisors’ hearing, speakers, both from the audience 
and from the board, voiced alarm about the precedent that 
was at stake. Approval of the expansion of a prohibited use, 
they stressed, would undermine the agricultural/open space 
goals of Measure D. 

Led by Supervisor Nate Miley, the board was unanimous 
in rejecting the application.

 We applaud them. Their action gives reason for optimism 
about Measure D. 

 
 

well as limits on systems that 
can deliver them, such as missiles 
and heavy bombers. It contains 
transparency measures and care-
fully defined rules for verifying 
compliance on both sides. 

As it re-emphasized this week, 
the Administration considers 
New START vital to U.S. se-
curity interests both practically 
and symbolically – reducing the 
threat of war by reducing the 
armaments of the two largest 
nuclear powers, demonstrating 
their ability to work together in 
a dangerous world, and continu-
ing American leadership in the 
international effort to slow the 
spread of nuclear weapons.

Whether it will enter into force 
depends on whether it is ratified 
by the U.S. Senate, as well as by 
a comparable legislative body in 
the Russian Federation. 

Senate ratification requires a 
two-thirds majority vote, which 
is by no means certain, even in 
the current lame-duck session 
with a relatively large majority 
in the President’s Democratic 
party. 

Pura certainly hopes it is 
ratified. She declines to predict 
outcome or discuss politics, but 
notes, “You can’t work on some-
thing this long, this hard, and not 
want it to succeed.”

Pura grew up in Sacramento, 
the only child of a teacher and 
a composite typesetter. She is 
an engineer by training, earn-
ing both bachelors and masters 
degrees from the University of 
California at Davis. A Sandia 
outreach program aimed at in-
creasing numbers of women 
and minorities in the workforce 
attracted her and allowed her to 

work for the Lab during her col-
lege days.

On graduation, she joined 
Sandia’s weapons program. She 
helped develop platforms for 
Strategic Defense Initiative sys-
tems and eventually became 
leader of the test program for 
the W89 nuclear warhead for a 
new air-to-ground missile, the 
SRAM-II. When the Cold War 
ended, she worked on weapon 
dismantlement.

SRAM stands for Short Range 
Attack Missile. The missile 
system was canceled by the first 
President Bush in 1991, before 
deployment, for geopolitical rea-
sons including the disintegration 
of the old Soviet Union.

Pura considers her weapons 
experience “good background for 
arms control” work. She became 
expert on radiation detection, 
which is an essential ingredient 
in treaty verification – part of be-
ing able to confirm numbers and 
details of agreed-upon nuclear 
weapons. 

In the late 1990s, while on 
assignment to the newly formed 
Defense Threat Reduction Agen-
cy — the Defense Department 
organization formed to deal 
with all aspects of weapons of 
mass destruction – she served as 
liaison between DOD and DOE 
in developing treaty verification 
methods. When she returned 
to Sandia, she helped establish 
the Department of Homeland 
Security’s program to respond 
to a potential terrorist nuclear 
attack.

Along the way, she found 
time to pursue personal religious 
interests in a formal way, earning 
a master’s degree in faith and 

culture from Trinity International 
University in Deerfield, Ill. It was 
there that she made contacts that 
would lead to her involvement 
with Indian orphanages.  

She retired from Sandia in 
2006, but she remained inter-
ested in arms control and came 
back to work as a contractor who 
could travel back and forth to 
Washington as needed for treaty 
discussions. 

Still, the email invitation that 
arrived in India was a surprise – a 
very welcome one.

This past year, in Geneva, she 
and other team members tried to 
continue the sense of transpar-
ency that remained from past 
treaties even as they adjusted to 
the altered provisions of New 
START. 

With changing technology 
and the choices that each side 
has made of particular weapons 
systems, a bit of cooperation was 
essential on both sides to keep 
the spirit of compromise and the 
negotiations alive. 

In the previous START treaty, 
for example, Russian and Ameri-
can negotiators had agreed to 
certain kinds of inspections 
for verifying mobile missile 
deployments. As time passed, 
those inspections became par-
ticularly burdensome to the 
Russians — Pura uses the word 
“irritating” — because the Rus-
sians deployed mobile missiles 
and the U.S. did not.

“Now, years later, we had to 
work out a way to do inspections 
without the intrusiveness,” she 
commented. 

Pura’s weapons experience 
was essential to her contributions 
in Geneva. In particular, she was 

able to draw on her experience 
with SRAM missile development 
to help work out an acceptable 
protocol for the exchange of te-
lemetry data, the transmission of 
flight performance information to 
a receiver site. The U.S. and Rus-
sia had been exchanging missile 
test telemetry data for 15 years, 
and continuing that transparency 
was perhaps as vital as the infor-
mation that it offered.

There were amusing incidents 
as well, reflecting differences 
in the two cultures. Last week, 
speaking to the Valley Study 
Group in Pleasanton, she de-
scribed an exchange between the 
leaders of the U.S. and Russian 
delegations. When the Russians 
asked when the Americans were 
going to bring in their technical 
experts, the American leaders 
said “They’re here!” and de-
scribed the credentials of Pura 
and the Livermore Lab’s Mona 
Dreicer.

Pura speaks highly of the 
competence and dedication of 
both the U.S. and Russian nego-
tiators. She was impressed that 
at least one-third of the U.S. con-
tingent spoke Russian, probably 
a higher proportion than that of 
English-speaking Russians.

She remains committed to In-
dia and will continue to work on 
the orphanage, which currently 
has 49 children in residence. She 
hopes that when she returns, she 
will be able to look back on a 
completely ratified treaty.

Whether or not that happens, 
she is grateful for the opportunity 
to contribute to an effort that 
might make the world a little less 
dangerous. All in all, she says, it 
was a “fabulous experience.”

 

TREATY
(continued from page one)

about making more of a systemic 
change in our behavior, how to 
model the change to students, and 
then coming up with solutions,” 
said Ahmadi.

Redford’s conference center 
also celebrates the arts. He likes 
to integrate them into love of 
nature. For that reason, there 
was a 45-minute concert at the 
conference by a young violinist. 
It reminded Ahmadi that not all 
people learn in the same way.

“Students who are interested 
in working on these kinds of 
things find a way to engage other 
kids. It takes art. It could be a vid-
eo that they make, or they engage 
through dance. They could use 
many different avenues to reach 
other people,” said Ahmadi.

Hosterman said that the city 
and school district have a strong 
relationship. “The most impor-
tant thing from the city’s stand-
point is to create this community 
of families, and do all we can to 
support our school district.”

“People come to Pleasanton 

because of the school district, 
even during the economic crunch 
we are in,” said the mayor.

Hosterman added that the 
conference showed that not only 
green buildings are needed for 
the future, but also a healthy 
environment is important as kids 
are educated for the world of 
work. “It’s not just the greening 
of schools structurally, but also 
providing healthy meals and 
healthy air within buildings.”

One superintendent told a 
story about a boy who stole three 
pints of milk from a school caf-
eteria on a Friday. After he was 
caught, he told why he did it. He 
and his two brothers didn’t have 
anything to eat at home.

“There are probably not many 
kids in Pleasanton in that situa-
tion, but we still have a popula-
tion that is not eating as well as 
it should at home,” said Hoster-
man. Sustainability is not just 
about making sure the structure 
is green, but also about seeing to 
it that people in need can sustain 
themselves.

Democratic Rep. Jerry Mc-
Nerney of Pleasanton has de-
clared victory in his re-election 
bid in the 11th Congressional 
District. 

McNerney declared himself 
the winner in a close contest 
with Republican David Harmer 
at a press conference on Nov. 11. 
Harmer did not make any state-
ments about concession before 
the Independent’s deadline. His 
office did not return a call asking 
about his plans.

As of the tally late in the 
afternoon of Nov. 16 by the 
Secretary of State, McNerney 
led Harmer by 1757 votes in the 
616 precincts that comprise the 
district.

McNerney received 111,338 
votes, for 47.9 percent of to-
tal votes cast. Harmer totaled 
109,581 for 47 percent of the 
vote. David Christensen of the 
American Independent Party had 
11,931 votes for 5.1 percent.

A spokesperson for McNer-
ney said that the congressman 
won because of his consistent 
constituent work and focusing 
on the needs of small business 
and veterans.

“Jerry McNerney has come 
home every weekend and held 
over 60 Congress At Your Corner 
town hall meetings (in his four 
years of service). He received 
endorsements from both Repub-
licans and Democrats, and the 
support of hundreds of volun-
teers who reached out to voters 
and shared his commitment to 
being an independent voice for 
this area,” said Sarah Hersh.

Hersh is on leave from Mc-
Nerney’s congressional office, 
and working on the campaign 
on her own time, as permitted 

McNerney Declares 
Victory In Race

by federal law.
The Independent also asked 

Christensen whether his 5.1 
percent of the vote handed the 
election to McNerney. Chris-
tensen said that his result tallied 
perfectly with the 5 percent 
membership statewide of all third 
parties.

“I figure I received the third 
party vote. I don’t know if I they 
were Democratic or Republican 
votes. Several people called me 
and asked me what I’m doing 
being a spoiler for Harmer,” said 
Christensen.

“There may be any number 
of explanations. Probably it’s 
Occam’s razor: the simplest 
explanation is probably the most 
correct one,” said Christensen.

“Maybe some thought I was 
a better conservative choice than 
Harmer. I haven’t had anyone 
who voted for me say I’m a better 
conservative than Harmer. But 
they are tired of the two-party 
system,” said Christensen.

Christensen said conservative 
is a broad label, and can include 
such people as paleo-conserva-
tives or classical liberals (from 
the 19th century). But classical 
liberals are against unions. He 
is a member of the electricians 
union, so it’s unlikely he’d get 
support from them, he said.

Christensen mentioned a poll 
that showed Harmer ahead by six 
points before the election. (Poll-
ing on McNerney’s campaign 
had McNerney ahead by 10 
points.) “McNerney’s support-
ers were motivated to get out the 
vote, and walked precincts. They 
redoubled their efforts. Labor 
unions and the labor councils 
pushed for McNerney,” said 
Christensen.

Alameda County Supervisor 
Scott Haggerty introduced an 
ordinance at the Nov. 2 Board of 
Supervisors’ meeting that limits 
campaign contributions to all 
elected county offices.

Under the ordinance, no per-
son or entity can contributed 
more than $20,000 to a candidate 
for County office or elective 
County officer nor a candidate’s 
or elective County officer’s 
controlled committee for each 
election. 

A second reading of the pro-
posed changes will be held at a 
meeting after the Thanksgiving 
holidays.

Haggerty suggested that the 
purpose of the ordinance is 
to level the playing field for 
elected offices for the County 
of Alameda. Currently Alameda 
County has no rules or limits on 
campaign contributions, multiple 
committees or transfers from 
other candidates’ political com-
mittees. The only regulations 
are those contained in the Fair 
Political Practices Act and State 

Caltrans has scheduled clo-
sures for Westbound Interstate 
580 to erect falsework for the 
future Interstate 580/State Route 
84 Interchange at Isabel Ave, 
Thursday morning, November 
18, and Friday morning, No-
vember 19. There will also be 
various lane closures prior to the 
full freeway closures. Falsework 
is a temporary structure that will 
support the components of the 
bridge during construction.

Falsework erection for West-
bound I-580 is scheduled Thurs-
day morning, Nov 18 and Friday 
morning, Nov. 19, from 12:01 
a.m. to 3 a.m.  During this work, 
Westbound I-580 will be closed 
at North Livermore Ave.  Detour: 
Westbound I-580 traffic will exit 

The Pleasanton City Coun-
cil approved a plan to provide 
unused sewer capacity as an 
incentive for new or expanding 
businesses to move forward.

Dublin San Ramon Services 
District also considered the pro-
posal at its Tuesday meeting and 
was expected to approve it.

The city has approximately 
10,516 gallons of capacity per 
day available. That could sup-
port 20 to 30 businesses, Public 
Works Director Daniel Smith told 
the council.

One OF dsrsd’S requirement 
is that all of the city’s unused 
capacity be allocated prior to 
Dec. 31, 2012. A business could 
use the capacity for a period of 
five years before it would have 
to purchase its own capacity. 
Each business would be limited 

SUNDANCE
(continued from page one)

Pleasanton to Use Sewer Capacity to Attract Businesses
to using the city’s sewer capac-
ity for only 25 percent of what 
it needs.

Smith provided an example 
of how using the capacity could 
benefit a business. A 4000 square 
foot restaurant could purchase 
2000 gallons a day or 10 dwell-
ing unit equivalents (DUE). Over 
a five year period, the business 
would save $35,850 in upfront 
costs. 

It is estimated the available 
capacity has a value of about 
$700,000 in connection fees. 
The connection fee for a DUE 
is $14,340.

Smith explained to the council 
that ownership of the capacity 
would remain with the city. If 
a business were to fail or leave 
town, the capacity would revert 
to the city. It could be reallocated 

up until the end of 2012. 
The City of Dublin has a simi-

lar program. Smith said he was 
aware of only two businesses that 
had signed up for it. “There are 
not a lot of businesses interested 
in opening,” he commented.

City Manager Nelson Fialho 
said Pleasanton’s program will 
differ from Dublin’s program in 
that it won’t be available for resi-
dential development. “This has a 
benefit for large sewer users such 
as restaurants and grocery stores. 
The concern we hear most from 
potential businesses is the cost of 
impact fees. The connection fee 
is one impact businesses have to 
absorb. This program is a way to 
offset that impact when a busi-
ness is trying to get started.”

Councilmember Matt Sullivan 
said he hoped that small busi-

nesses would be considered, not 
just large users.

Economic Development Di-
rector Pamela Ott said there is a 
need to look at how the program 
can benefit the city, where it is 
needed and what types of busi-
nesses the city wants to attract.

The Economic Vitality Com-
mittee will meet to establish 
criteria for the selection of busi-
nesses to take part in the incen-
tive program.

BERNAL PARK
The council officially des-

ignated “Bernal Community 
Park” as the permanent name for 
the park located on the Bernal 
property.

The Parks and Recreation 
Committee had recommended 
the name from a list of eleven 
that were proposed.

regulations. “It is important 
to allow everyone the right to 
participate and support the can-
didates of their choice, which I 
believe this ordinance does. It 
also attempts to prevent a person 
or entity from having undue in-
fluence in a County election. We 
considered recommending a per 
year limit but used a per election 
limit instead.” 

The ordinance does not apply 
to the candidates own personal 
funds. 

Other provisions include that 
if two or more entities make 
contributions that are directed 
and controlled by a majority of 
the same persons, the contribu-
tions of those entities would be 
aggregated. 

No candidate for County 
office or an elective County 
officer can have more than one 
campaign committee and only 
one bank account out of which 
all qualified campaign and office 
holder expenses related to that 
County office are to be made. 

 The Registrar of Voters will 
provide each candidate for Coun-

ty office and County officer 
appointed to an office, which is 
normally elective, with a copy 
of the new regulations. Each 
candidate will be required to sign 

a form prepared by the Registrar 
of Voters acknowledging receipt 
of a copy of the regulations.

at North Livermore Ave., turn left 
on N. Livermore Ave, turn right 
on Portola Ave, then left on East 
Airway Blvd., and continue to 
Westbound I-580.

Once falsework is erected for 
Westbound I-580, there will be 
additional closures to erect false-
work for Eastbound I-580.

Falsework erection for East-
bound I-580 is scheduled for the 
week of November 28, from 1 
a.m. to 4 a.m.  During this work, 
eastbound I-580 will be closed at 
Airway Blvd.  Detour: Eastbound 
I-580 traffic will exit at Airway 
Blvd and continue on local streets 
to East Airway Blvd, Portola 
Avenue, and North Livermore 
Avenue, and return to Eastbound 
I-580.

County to Limit Campaign Contributions

Lane Closures Planned for Isa-
bel/I-580 Interchange Work
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Amador Valley High School varsity women's volleyball team 
moved into the semi-finals against San Ramon Valley. The 
matchup with San Ramon was played Wednesday. The Lady 
Dons defeated Deer Valley 25-20, 25-17, 25-26 in the quarterfinals. 
In the photo Amador's kristina Dunworth (13) and kelsey 
Williams (4) spike the ball past Deer Valley players.
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Foothill High School joined the all-EBAL NCS volleyball playoff semifinals with a victory over 
Heritage, 25-19, 26-24 and 25-19. In the photo Cail DeWitt (7) and kara Schott (4) are in action. 
foothill took on California on Wednesday at foothill.

Alumni Soccer Games
Foothill and Amador Valley High 

School Alumni will be playing in the 8th 
Foothill-Amador Alumni Soccer Games on 
Saturday, January 8th. 

There will be 2 games featuring Men’s 
and Women’s soccer players from the 70s, 
80s, 90s and 2000s. Each game will be 
divided into periods for the “older” players 
and the “younger” players. This year there 
will be Pregame Festivities with entertain-
ment, games, raffles and food.

Pregame festivities begin at noon fol-
lowed by the women's match at 2 p.m. and 
the men's match at 4:30 p.m. The games will 
be played at Amador Valley High School 
in Pleasanton. 

The games have become an annual 
event that benefit the Soccer Programs at 
Foothill and Amador High Schools. All 
gate receipts ($7 adults and $4 students) 
and Snack Bar proceeds will go directly 
to the programs.

The teams will be playing for trophies 
that will be awarded to the schools of the 
winners. The winning school will gain 

possession of the trophies each year. Games 
during the 1st seven years featured victorious 
teams from both Amador and Foothill.

Ryan Gordon was a 2003 graduate of 
Foothill High School. He was killed in a 
boating accident shortly after graduating. 
He played soccer at Foothill for 4 years and 
was planning on attending Santa Barbara 
City College where he planned to continue 
playing soccer. The original Alumni Games 
were organized to fund a scholarship that 
benefits a graduating member of the Foothill 
Women’s or Men’s soccer team who aspire 
to play soccer in college. Since the 1st year 
all proceeds go directly to the Men’s and 
Women’s soccer programs at the two high 
schools.

Ex-soccer players from Amador or 
Foothill who would like to play, will be 
able to obtain more information and/or 
register at All-Star Sports, 3037-A Hopyard 
Rd., or download an application from the 
Amador Website (www.pleasanton.k12.
ca.us/amador/) and mail it to Curt Gordon, 
205 Heritage Lane, Pleasanton, Ca. 94566 
There is a $20 fee to play. The deadline to 

register is Thursday, January 6th.
Players and fans are invited to the “Hop 

Yard Alehouse” after the games. 15% of pro-
ceeds will be donated to the programs.

There will be “special entertainment” 
during each of the halftimes this year.

 

Letter of Intent
Sacramento State head softball coach 

Kathy Strahan announced the signing of 
four high school seniors to National Letters 
of Intent. All four will enroll as freshmen at 
the University in the fall of 2011.

Among them is corner infielder Kaitlyn 
Taylor of Livermore High School.

Taylor, a 5-foot-5 infielder, will enter 
her fourth year with the varsity squad at 
Livermore High School in the Bay Area. A 
three-time all-East Bay Athletic League se-
lection (first team once, second team twice), 
Taylor was a second team all-state selection 
during a 2009 season in which she hit .480 
with a .500 on-base percentage, a .783 slug-
ging percentage and a league-leading eight 
home runs. That season, she led Livermore 
HS to its first North Coast Section Div. I 
championship in school history after hitting a 

two-run homer in a 2-0 victory over Freedom 
High School in the title game. Taylor has 
been a part of two conference championship 
winning teams (2009, 2010) and has posted 
at least a .355 batting average and a .495 
on-base percentage each of her first three 
seasons with the Lady Cowboys.

Strahan declared, “Teams will need to 
look out for Kaitlyn’s bat in the lineup. I 
expect her to be a threat for us offensively. 
I love her demeanor at the plate in tough 
situations and she has shown the ability to 
deliver in a very big way.”

Pleasanton Seahawks 
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim team 

competed at the Crow Canyon C/B/A+ Fall 
Frenzy Meet in Stockton November 6 & 7 
with many noteworthy swims. New B-times: 
Sierra Bach, Isabella Chin, Nicholas Wono-
saputra, Sanika Kulkarni, Teesa Heidari, 
Shilpa Krish, Jae Williams, Chris Azuma, 
Jocelyn Martin, Rachana Mukkamala (2/5 
LTB times), Mattias Bengtsson, Samantha 
Maguire, Billy Zhong, Briana Bench, Lily 
Hu, Jasmine Lin, Julia Wang, Rishith Kodali, 
Lekya Mukkamala Sophia Passin, Eli Chin, 
Joe Ding, Ray Ohhashi.

New A-times: Samantha Snow, Timothy 
Ding, Alex Ren, Justin Tsai, Resha Panda, 
Calvin Chui, Michael Azuma, Manas Abhy-
ankar, Natalie Cook, Lauren Jupina, Abby 
Maguire, Andrew Song, Elizabeth Earle, 
Grace Kim, Taylor Rohovit, Laurel Heck-
man, Allison Miller, Emma Valentine, Nja 
Zuniga, Kevin Gao, William Rose, Katherine 
Earle, Shawn Kim, Ysabel Thorn, Aaron Li, 
Michael Martin, Rishab Nair, Adrien Rooney, 
Rachel Bench, Alex Gilchrist, Henry Huang, 
Matt Huo, Charles Li, Thomas Neufeld, 
Tyler Rhoads.

100% Best Times: Katie Abhyankar, 
Timothy Ding, Sophia Bueche, Isabella 
Chin, Resha Panda, Kyle Kenny, Christopher 
Lam, Sanika Kulkarni, Michael Azuma, Jae 
Williams, Manas Abhyankar, Chris Azuma, 
Lauren Jupina, Kirsten Patron, Allison Earle, 
Nawoo Kim, Darron Dai, Katherine Earle, 
Lily Hu, Catherine Ren, Ysabel Thorn, Ana 
Vukojevic, Julia Wang, Rishith Kodali, 
Sophia Passin, Eli Chin, Joe Ding, Taylor 
Rohovit, Emily Tsai, Jaewoo Kim, Luke 
Scanlon, Tyler Rhoads. 

Other top performances: Calvin Chui 
& Kyle Kenny both completed their IMX 
events during the Meet.

New JO Cuts: Olivier Rooney, Timothy 
Yao, Kayla Lindsay, Mike Yao, Perry Jia.

New Far Westerns Cuts: Jeff Tang.
New Pacific Reportable Times: Wolf-

gang LaChance, Regis LaChance, Maxime 
Rooney.

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton BUSC U10 Select Div. 3 

won a nailbiter to advance to the semi-finals in 
NorCal State Cup competition. The defeated 
the Inter-Rage Cosmos 3 to 2. Top Offensive 
Players: Jack Jupina (12), Jack Bessiere (30), 
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Foothill High School defeated crosstown rival Amador Valley High School 13 to 3 in the final 
weekend of EBAL varsity football. In the photo, foothill back, Colin kazinski (28) follows his 
blockers as he tries to elude the Amador defense, including Brian Hill.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Granada High School nipped Livermore 35 to 34 in the EBAL football finale last week.  Ryan Texeira 
(22) from Livermore goes up over Granada defenders Josh Atkinson (43) and Brett Wagner (5) to 
try to snag a pass.  The pass was incomplete, as he came came down out-of-bounds.

Ethan Allavarpu (9); Top Defensive Players: 
William Busch (3), Kamran Matin (14). 

Pleasanton BUSC U10 battled the Mus-
tang Thrashers in a NorCal State Cup match 
played in Manteca, losing 5 to 4. At the end 
of this game, BUSC Select U10 were in 2nd 
place in points ranking in Flight Y teams. 
Top Offensive Players: Jack Jupina (12), 
Jack Bessiere (30), Ethan Allavarpu (9); 
Top Defensive Players: William Busch (3), 
Zander Franco (7), Kamran Matin (14), Max 
Maratsos (2), Andrew Pilch (20).

BUSC U10 Div. 3 Defeated Castro Valley 
United Gold 1 to 0 in a well fought game. 
Top Offensive Players: Hunter McDaniel 
(50), Kamran Matin (14), Ethan Allavarpu 
(9), Jack Jupina (12); Top Defensive Play-
ers: Max Maratsos (2), Andrew Pilch (20), 
William Busch (3), Zander Franco (7), Jack 
Bessiere (30)

In the first playoff match, the U10 
Select lost 6 to 0 to Capital BOCA. Top 
Offensive Players: Kamran Matin (14), 
Jack Jupina (12); Top Defensive Players: 
William Busch (3), Jack Bessiere (30), Ethan 
Allavarpu (9).

BUSC U9 Elite 3 traveled to Manteca 
this past weekend for the NorCal State Cup. 
E3 placed third in their bracket after 1 win 
and 2 losses. That set them up for a divisional 
quarter final on Sunday afternoon against 
Novato. It was win or go home. At the half, E3 
was down 0-2. Still, they appeared to have the 
momentum. Michael Kachkouche with help 
from a strong offensive line-up was able to tie 
the score with two goals in the 2 period. Then, 
sudden death overtime. It didn't take long at 
all for Callum Ross to find Riley Gunning 
wide open. Gunning sunk it into the net for 
the victory. Top Offensive Players: Michael 
Kachkouche; Riley Gunning; Callum Ross; 
Top Defensive Players: Cooper Smith; Neil 
Benadjaoud; James Parisi.

Ballistic United Soccer Club
Recreational Divisions 
U-5: Bobcats vs. Bats: Top Offensive 

Players: Chase Lee, Adi Lankipalle, Brayden 
Nakken, Colin Surridge; Top Defensive 
Players: Alex Borsody, Joseph Makram, 
Anthony Makram

Braves vs. Bruins: The Braves played 
well in their final game.  The offense was 
led by Niko Guzman and Aidan Husejnovic.  
Mihir Prakash and Alexis Sliwak shone on 
defense. Niko Glafkides, Griffin Shea and 
Jackson Barth passed well and had assists on 
goals. Top Offensive Players: Niko Guzman, 
Niko Glafkides, Jackson Barth, Griffin Shea; 
Top Defensive Players: Aidan Husejnovic, 
Alexis Sliwak, Mihir Prakash

Bulls vs. Bucks: The Bucks and Bulls 
battled it out in the last game of the season.  
Sebastian Diligent was on fire claiming a 
hat trick +1.  Andrew Olsen and Johnny 
Kulak kept their eyes on the prize while 
Joshua Felix, Kurtis Bauman, Gus Shiblaq 
and Max Couper were hanging tough on 
defense. It couldn't have been a better match 
between the mighty Bulls and the Bucks to 
bring the season to a close. Top Offensive 
Players: Sebastian Diligent, Andrew Olsen 
and Johnny Kulak; Top Defensive Players: 
Joshua Felix, Max Couper, Gus Shiblaq and 
Kurtis Bauman

Bruins vs. Braves: The Bruins finished 
the soccer year with another dominating 
game.  Saturday's match was highlighted 
again by a total team effort as goals were 
scored by Matthew Tahir, Dillon Duke, Dun-
can Carrothers, Luke Bell, Noah Morgan, 
and Sahil Rohit. Each of the boys made great 
improvements during the soccer year. Top Of-
fensive Players: Matthew Tahir, Dillon  Duke, 
Duncan Carrothers; Top Defensive Players: 
Luke Bell, Noah Morgan, Sahil Rohit

Bears vs. Barrons:  The Bears played an-
other spectacular game to finish their season. 
The boys really worked as a team, passing and 
taking shots every chance they got. Top Of-
fensive Players: Calvin Lee, Cody Clemente, 
Dylan Russo, Harry Herlich, Jake Grijalva, 
Kellen Torrey; Top Defensive Players: Kellen 
Torrey, Jake Grijalva, Harry Herlich, Dylan 
Russo, Cody Clemente, Calvin Lee

U-6: Crusaders Vvs. Captains: The 
Captains Jake McMillin and Mateo Castillo 
played strong on offense with Juliano Casen-

tini and Jackson Thomas helping out on the 
defensive side.  Top Offensive Players: Derek 
Zhang & Colin Fisch; Top Defensive Players: 
Benjamin Klieger & Naren Velnambi

U-7: Stallions vs. Storm: The Stallions 
wrapped up their winning season Saturday 
against a tough Storm team. Noah Lombardi 
started things off with a goal just minutes 
into the game. Jack Basseer scored two 
goals and kept the pressure on the Storm 
defense with an assist, shots on goal, and 
good passes. Anthony Tahir scored another 
well-executed goal for the Stallions. Brandt 
Starron was a major force at defense, and 
as goal-keeper he stopped the Storm. Top 
Offensive Players: Jack Basseer, Noah 
Lombardi, Anthony Tahir; Top Defensive 
Players: Brandt Starron

U-12: Ravens 4, Raiders 5: Last week, 
the Ravens moved into first place; this week, 
they were looking to clinch with a victory.  
The Raiders, however, showed they were 
ready for the spoiler's role, quickly scoring a 
goal to take the lead.  The Ravens responded 
with a well-struck ball into the net to level 
the score, only to see Raiders surge to a 3-1 
lead behind solid team play and some excel-
lent individual effort.  The Ravens remained 
unfazed, and, when they tied the game 3-3 
early in the second half, it seemed they were 
ready to assert themselves.  Instead, the Raid-
ers answered with another surge and forged 
ahead 5-3.  Again, the Ravens responded with 
a goal to bring the score to 5-4 with about five 
minutes to go.  The Raiders' goal remained 
in danger throughout the final minutes as the 
Ravens generated more chances but could 
not find the net, leaving the final score 5-4 
for the Raiders, after a great game from both 
sides. Top Offensive Players Raiders: Kaleb 
Henze, Kyle Flashberger, KyleMcGarrity; 
Top Defensive Players Raiders: Arnav Patel, 
Brendan Englert,Nicholas Caldwell; Top 
Offensive Players Ravens: Cody Sohler, 
Andy Caravan, Josh King; Top Defensive 
Players Ravens: Chase Sinclair, Brian Neri, 
Holden Poplawski   

Revolution 3, Renegades 1:  This Game 
had Title implications and in the end The 
Revolution captured the 2010 BUSC Cham-
pionship crown. Joey scored in the first half, 
followed by a goal from the Renegades right 
before half time to tie it up. After the break, 
Chris Balas scored a nice one & JT finished 
it off with a goal from a distance.  Top Of-
fensive Players: Chris Balas, Joey Fulgencio, 
Armin Essapoor; Top Defensive Players: 
Blake Gibson, Max Kim, Andy Luo

Pleasanton Rage
Pleasanton Rage U-13 Grey Division 3 

defeated Livermore Fusion 4 to 2. Great team 
hustle and second effort by the Pleasanton 
Rage team helped them defeat the Livermore 
Fusion team 4-2, in another physical game 
against the neighboring city rivals. Leading 
the scoring for the Rage team was Avery 
Jones with 2 goals and Amanda Chun and 
Taylor Campbell with one each. Assists by 
Jazmyn Merchant, Avery Jones and Olivia 
Christensen helped spearhead the scoring. 
Midfielders Gaby Cabrera and Darcy Kron 
made great rushes and passes in the neutral 
zone setting up many of the offensive op-
portunities. Defense was anchored by Alyssa 
Chau, Megan Shackley, Bailey Sanchez and 
Dalia Shafi. Outstanding goalkeeping by 
Abigail Mitchell, stopping numerous hard 
shots helped preserve the win. Top Offen-
sive Players: Avery Jones with 2 goals and 
Amanda Chun and Taylor Campbell, Jazmyn 
Merchant, Olivia Christensen; Top Defensive 
Players: Alyssa Chau, Megan Shackley, 
Bailey Sanchez and Dalia Shafi. Outstanding 
goalkeeping by Abigail Mitchell.

A late second half goal by Pleasanton 
Rage's Olivia Christensen helped even the 
score for a 1-1 tie with the Union City Pre-
mier Outlaws. Precise passing by midfielders 
Amanda Chun, Megan Shackley, Taylor 
Campbell, Erin Overland and Gaby Cabrera 
set up many of the scoring opportunities. 
Defense was led by their goalies Dalia 
Shafi and Olivia Christensen and defenders, 
Megan Shackley, Bailey Sanchez, Alyssa 

Chau, Dalia Shafi. Top Offensive Players: 
Amanda Chun, Megan Shackley, Taylor 
Campbell, Erin Overland Gaby Cabrera and 
Olivia Christensen; Top Defensive Players: 
goalies Dalia Shafi and Olivia Christensen 
and defenders, Megan Shackley, Bailey 
Sanchez, Alyssa Chau, Dalia Shafi.

Pleasanton Rage Division 4 
U-14: Rowdies 0, Ladyhawks 1: At the 

start of this 8 a.m. game, Drew Presser of 
the Ladyhawks crossed over a ball in front 
of the goal to halfback, Lauren Jepson who 
kicked in a solid goal, scoring the first and 
only goal of the game. Both of the Ladyhawks 
goalies did an excellent job, shutting out 
many fantastic shots on goal. Nicole Dantzig 
of the Rowdies had a fantastic game, and 
both Jesse Granucci and Bridget Moe of the 
Rowdies played excellent defense, guarding 
the Rowdies against any further goals. It 
was a well played game by both teams. Top 
Offensive Players: Lauren Jepson, Drew 
Presser, Jenna Oratha - Ladyhawks; Top 
Defensive Players: Nicole Dantzig, Jesse 
Granucci, Bridget Moe - Rowdies: 

U-10: Jungle Cats 3, Jammers 2: In the 
first few minutes of the final game of the 
season, the Jungle Cats had a quick goal by 
Tesia Toth who later had a second goal in 
the game which was a high drop quick into 
the net. Forward, Lexi Valentine also showed 
her speed by running down the field to score 
the third goal for the Jungle Cats. Goalie, 
Harsha Mudailiar kept the game close with 
her quick hands as she defended a penalty 
kick right before the end of the first half, 
keeping the score 1-1. Second half Goalie, 
Stephanie Dunlop was quick on her feet 
as she dove for several Jammer kicks and 
keeping them to one additional score. Great 
passing and defense by teammates Isabella 
Henriquez, Ashley Lopez, Isable Mayfield, 
and Lucia Castaneda to ensure a final vic-
tory for the Jungle Cats. Top Offensive 
Players: Tesia Toth, Lexi Valentine, Ashley 
Lopez - Jungle Cats: Top Defensive Players: 
Harsha Mudaliar, Stephanie Dunlop, Lucia 
Castaneda - Jungle Cats:

U-7: The final game of the season for the 
Tinkerbells was magical as the team dem-
onstrated their passing moves, and showed 
their passion for the sport of soccer. Team-
mates Ella Andrews, Kayla Galvez, Caroline 
Giersch, Jeong Yunuh, Laney Lopez, Rachel 
Mattison, Kayla Nathan, Sabrina Nelson and 
Ava Ricker showed great progress as the team 
scored several times to end the season on a 
magical high note.

CYO Basketball
The St. Michael's/St. Charles (SM/SC) 

Wolfpack 8th grade girls held on to their lead 
throughout the entire game down to the final 
second in CYO basketball action. Squeaking 
by St. Joan with a 29-28 victory, the Wolfpack 
played a tough defense and brought a lot of 
hustle to the court in the final minutes of a 
close game. Never leading by more than 6 
points, the Wolfpack continued to stay strong 
and play heads up basketball to seal the win 
for Livermore. For the second straight week, 
Team Captain and leading scorer, Sarah Par-
tridge played a strong point guard position 
defensively with 5 steals and 4 rebounds. She 
put up 14 attempts and shot 36% from the field 
scoring 10 points. Forward, Kelly Borden, 
capitalized on fouls sinking 7 of 9 from the 
line and also brought down 5 rebounds, had 
a steal and a blocked shot. Cameo Shubert 
was key under the board with a whopping 
8 rebounds. Team Captain, Jessica Elfin, 
and center, Kirah VanTrease both put up 4 
points as well as Jordan Volponi with 2 also 
playing a key role on defense with 2 steals 
and 2 rebounds. 

•         •         •
Team 511 from St. Joan defeated Team 

512 from SM/SC. It was a well played 
game by both sides. St. Joan expanded on 
a 10-8 halftime lead with a very effective 
use of the pick-and-roll. SMSC's Riley Van 
Trease was able to penetrate the St. Joan 
zone defense for top scoring honors, with 
significant contributions from Ryan Nostrand 
and Noah Stewart.

•         •         •
The SM/SC Swoosh 5th grade girls team 

won their second straight game against St. 
Raymond's with a 16-4 victory. Leading 
the offensive effort was point guard, Nicole 
Bartels, sinking 3 baskets in the first period 
of the game. Right on her heals were Maddy 
Valone, Katie Marcel and Chelsea Walker 
with a basket each. The second half concluded 
with forwards, Taylor Lachman and Emily 
March also sinking 2 points each. Every 
player on the Swoosh squad contributed 
to the success of the team. Chelsea Warner 
lead her team with 5 rebounds and a blocked 
shot. Katie Marcel also had 4 rebounds and 
a blocked shot and Emma Zika fought tough 
under the basket with 4 rebounds, a blocked 
shot and a jump ball winning the possession. 
Point guard, Katie Fournier, played a strong 
defensive spot with 2 steals and creating 2 
turnovers to keep St. Raymond's scoring to 
a minimum. 

•         •         •
The SM/SC Lightning Bolts Team 518 

played the St. Isidore Spartans with great 
effort by both teams. Francis Contarceigo 
scored 4 points for the Lightening Bolts while 
Alex Gonzalez had 5 rebounds and Joshua 
Esteva had 3 assists. Multiple team members 
of the Spartans scored a total of 34 points 
with Jack Slim and Hayden Freitas displaying 
strong positioning and offense.

•         •         •
The SM/SC 5A (#56) boys played a hard 

game against St. Isidore (#54). St. Isidore 
played great defense and won, 27 to 12. 
SM/SC player Vassilis Dimitropoulos was the 
high scorer with 8 points. Both Trenton Green 
and Kaine Montez scored 2 points each. The 
score was 10-22 at half time with St. Isidore 
up but the SM/SC boys held on and brought 
their score up to 12 by the end. 

•         •         •
SM/SC 408, Catholic Community of 

Pleasanton (CCOP) 407: In the opening 
game of the season Frankie Silva and Ryan 
Heise scored with RJ Mata and Josh Freitas 
playing strong defense for the SM/SC Gladi-
ators. CCOP's Joseph Louderback, Patrick 
Gallagher and Elijah Ducan all contributed 
to their 20 to 6 win. 

SM/SC 408, St. Joan: In the second game 
of the season Josh Freitas, Ryan Heise, RJ 
Mata, Jonathan Nguyen and Frankie Silva all 
scored for the SM/SC Gladiators. Justin Dau, 
Adam Cesana and Christopher Sidiaman all 
led St. Joan's to their 35 to 17 victory. 

•         •         •
St. Michael’s/St. Charles (SM/SC) CYO 

4th Grade Boys’ team (aka, Club Penguin), 
hosted CCOP on Sunday. CCOP, with their 
steady and energetic style, defeated SM/SC 
by a score of 26-13. For CCOP, Brad Couture 
played a stellar game, scoring in the double 
digits (10 points) and Sawyer Skerl came 
in close behind with eight. Dylan Ogolin 
and Nathan Huey played solid defense for 
CCOP, topping the list of steals and rebounds. 
SM/SC put up a mighty battle, with offensive 
standouts Logan Finch and Xavier Pelican, 
who each scored four points, and Dylan Jess 
and Ben Leggat, who took two shots apiece. 
Defensive stars for SM/SC were Xavier 
Pelican, with a dozen steals and Brandon 
Harvey, with numerous rebounds.

•        •        •
The SM/SC-409 Ninjas pulled off their 

second win of the season on Saturday against 
St. Isidore-411 in a very competitive game. 
The Ninjas were behind heading into the 
close of the third quarter when they pulled 
ahead and never looked back winning the 

game 24-18. High scorers for the Ninjas 
were Cameron Schrader scoring 10 points; 
Jordan Collom scoring six points and Jack 
Molitoris scoring four points. On defense, 
Bradley Mitchell lead the team in steals and 
Cameron Schrader lead in rebounds. The 
win on Sunday for the Ninjas brought their 
record to 2-0.

•        •        •
St. Joan of Arc’s #412 dominated the SM/

SC 76ers (#410) with steals and rebounds, 
converting almost every turnover into a St. 
Joan’s basket. St. Joan’s began racking up 
the points quickly, taking a 25 point lead by 
half-time. Despite being down, the 76ers 
continued to battle to the very end, taking 
almost as many shots as St Joan’s but failing 
to get in the basket. Leading the 76 offense 
was Jake “JP” Peterson with 4 pts and 1 
assist, Alec Lewis with 4pts, and Trevor 
Brown with several shots and offensive 
rebounds. Defenders who forced St Joan to 
up their game were Gabe Parrish (9 rebounds, 
1 steal), Adam Murphy (7 rebounds), and 
Drew Dillon (3 rebounds). Top St Joan’s 
scorers were Joey Rund, Ryan Farrior, and 
Hunter Hinson. Leading rebounders were 
Hunter Hazel, Tyler S, and Matthew Pfund. 
Final score 46-9.

•        •       •
SM/SC 4th Grade teams Ninjas (#409) 

and 76ers (#410) had an exciting season 
opener with the Ninjas taking the win 25-12. 
The Ninjas took an early lead in the game, 
capitalizing on rebounds. The 76ers closed 
the gap in the 3rd period, but the Ninjas’ 
defense was stronger and dominated the last 
quarter. Top scorers for the Ninjas were Josh 
Collom and Brad Mitchell with 6pts each. 
Leading defenders were Cameron Schrader 
(12 rebounds), Jack Molitoris (7 rebounds), 
and Jordan Collom (3 steals).  The 76ers of-
fense was lead by Jake Blaha (4 pts), Gabriel 
Parrish (2pts), and Trevor Brown (2pts), with 
every team member taking at least 1 shot at the 
basket. 76ers Jacob Peterson (6 rebounds), 
Jack Burke (5 rebounds), and Logan Vinson 
(2 steals) played strong defense.

•        •        •
1st and 2nd grade girls Shooting Stars vs 

Shooting Sharks - Top players for Shooting 
Stars:  Skylar Jester, Kelena Brongiel and 
Kendall Waugh.  Top players for Shooting 
Sharks: Wallis Bregman, Gina Molitoris and 
Haiden Arruda. 

 

Bah Humbug Run/Walk
The San Ramon Parks & Community 

Services sponsors annual San Ramon Bah 
Humbug 5K Run & Walk, on Saturday, 
December 4. This very flat and fast 5K (3.1 
miles) certified course will follow through 
the weekend-quiet and monitored streets of 
Bishop Ranch Business Park.

The event is for levels of runners and 
walkers, and those who love to dress up in 
holiday costume. “Bah Humbug” proceeds 
will go directly back into the San Ramon 
Parks & Community Services programs:

Trophies will go to the top male and 

female finishers, and medals will be awarded 
three deep in designated age groups for 
both male and female participants (check 
application or Web site for age-groups). 
Costume awards will go be given for the 
“Most Grinch-Like,” “Holiday Spirit,” and 
“Group Theme.” All participants who wear 
holiday garb will receive a special “Bah 
Humbug” Tree Ornament.

After November 18 and Race-day regis-
tration, entrance fee is $40.00 for everyone. 
Participants will receive the Bah Humbug 
long-sleeved T-shirt, and plenty of before 
and after-race goodies and beverages.

Check-in and race day registration opens 
at 7:30 a.m., at Bishop Ranch II, Corner 
of Camino Ramon & Bollinger Canyon 
Rd., in San Ramon (East side of freeway 
680)—same location of the races’ start and 
finish lines. Both, the run and walk will 
begin at 9:00 a.m.

Online registration is also available on 
Active.com. 

For more Bah Humbug 5K Run & Walk 
information and/or an application, contact 
Brad Morris at the San Ramon Parks & 
Community Services, 925-973-3367. Timing 
and results of this event will be provided by 
On Your Mark Events. 

Grizzlies Baseball
NorCal Grizzlies Baseball is now holding 

evaluations for positions on the 2011 spring 
tournament teams - ages 9U through 14U.

Evaluations take place at the indoor 
training facility in Livermore.

Teams will compete in 14 tournaments 
beginning in February and ending in July. 
Practices are twice a week during the eve-
nings. Sessions will be conducted by both 
individual team coaches and other instructors 
covering all aspects of the game. 

For additional information, contact Tom 
Graham at 922-5050 or tomg@norcalgriz-
zlies.org or visit www.norcalgrizzlies.org.

Livermore Phantom 
Lacrosse

Registration for Spring 2011 lacrosse 
season is now open and teams are forming for 
boys and girls ages 8 to 14. Practices begin 
in late January and the season runs through 
mid May. Teams must be formed by the end 
of November, so register early to ensure your 
placement. Register online or find informa-
tion on club programs and costs by visiting 
www.phantomlacrosse.org.

Winter Water Polo
The Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District’s winter water polo session begins 
November 29. LARPD has programs avail-
able for youth, ages 6-18 years old, looking 
to learn or play the world's most exciting 
aquatic game.

The 14 & Under LAZERS Water Polo 
Team practices November 29 through Febru-
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The Livermore fusion U9 Girls White Team competed in the 
annual kick or Treat Tournament in Concord over Halloween 
weekend.  They played hard and they played well, taking second 
place in the tournament and first place in the costume contest.  
Pictured are (top row) Coach Phil Parker, Jessica Warren, 
Jordan Briggs, Jackie Parker, Lexi Borgna, Athena Lewis, 
Allison Jamison, Coach Celeste Lewis; (bottow row) Caitlyn 
Garrison, Georgia Bates, Ainsley Gibbs, Jessica Carlson and 
kaila Vasconez. Not pictured: Trainer Lauren Pennisi.
 

A rematch of a game that Pleasanton Rage U10 Grey lost 3-0 
earlier in the season to Lafayette Lamorinda United, had a 
substantially different outcome. After a slow start, Rage was 
behind 0-1 in the first 5 minutes, they played United tough. Each 
team scored incremental goals. The score was 1-2 going into the 
last 5 minutes, where upon Grey scored one last time to even the 
score. Top scorers for Grey were Addy and kasey. Top Offensive 
Players: Devyn, Emily, Lilly; Top Defensive Players: Julianna, 
Emma, Mary. The team is shown in action.
 

The fusion SC U9 Boys Maroon Team played in Woodland this 
past weekend and advanced to the Nor Cal State Cup semi-finals 
in Manteca next Saturday. Outstanding effort and goal scoring 
by the entire team. Pictured are (back row, left to right) Chad 
Madrid, Nate Miskella, Thomas kello, Caleb Loth, Nick Hill, 
Bradley Rittmann and Coach Manny Moncada;  and  (front row) 
Brett Oelrich, Carlos Ventura, Jack Bosso, Mateo Moncada, Zach 
Rittmann and Ryan Lortie.  

The LARPD LAZERS 14 & under coed water polo team hosted four tournaments this fall in 
Livermore. Pictured, from left to right, are Assistant Coach keith Testerman, Joseph kunzler, 
Scott Ragatz, Courtney Offill, Cheyenne Pena, Sarah May, Jessica Elfin, Rory Cartwright, James 
O'Brien, Reid Heffron, Chris Richter, Maddie David, Stephanie Divita, Nathan fish, Nick Anhorn, 
Jackson Ogee, Mia Battilega, and Head Coach Matt Croghan. Not present for the photo were team 
members Elizabeth Bukus, Brett Derham, Jared Hill, Eli Smith, and Tom Sornsen.

Pleasanton Rage Divison 4 U12 Broncos finished an undefeated 
soccer season on Saturday. Pictured are team members (front 
row) Niva Ranavat, Nicolina Priess, Nagisa Smalheiser, Aoife 
O'farrell; (second row) Talia florio, Emilee Hansen, Audrey 
Little, Allie Udelhoven, Lizzie Chiou; (third row) Michelle Wood, 
Alex Landry, Arabelle franco, Coach Corinna Meissner; (back) 
Coach David Meissner. Team member Cleo Burley was missing 
from the photo. (Photo - Marianne O'farrell)
 

ary 18 at the Robert Livermore Community 
Center Pool on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays from 4:00 to 5:30pm. The cost is 
$275. The 15 & Up LAZERS Girls Water 
Polo Team practices November 30 through 
February 3 at the Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center Pool on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 4:00 to 6:00pm. The cost is $250. The 
15 & Up LAZERS Boys Water Polo Team 
practices November 30 through February 3 
at the Robert Livermore Community Center 
Pool on Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 6:00-
8:00pm. The cost is $250.

For more information or to register, call 
925-373-5751, e-mail lazerswp@clubspaces.
com or visit www.larpd.dst.ca.us. For more 
information about the LARPD LAZERS, 
visit lazerswp.clubspaces.com.

Basketball Tournament
Livermore Area Recreation and Park 

District will host a Thanksgiving Basketball 
Tournament.

The tournament is scheduled before and 
after the Thanksgiving holiday, with teams 
broken into categories for various days. 
Boys in third and fourth grades will play 
the tournament from Monday, Nov. 22, to 
Wednesday, Nov. 24. The tournament will 
continue on Saturday, Nov. 27, and Sunday, 
Nov. 28, for boys in fifth and sixth grades 
and girls in fourth and fifth grades.

All games will be played in the state-
of-the-art double gymnasium at the Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East 
Ave., Livermore. Registration is $195 per 
team, and is due by 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 15. 
Spectator admission for the tournament is $3 
for adults; youth younger than 18 are free. 
For more information, visit www.larpd.dst.
ca.us, or contact Michael Sa at 925-373-5733 
or msa@larpd.dst.ca.us.

Baseball Camp
Livermore High Varsity Baseball Coach 

David Perotti is hosting a winter baseball 
camp on December 20-22. Each camper will 
receive individual instruction from coaches 
and Livermore High players, a snack each 
day and a camp shirt. The 5-12 year old 
camp costs $125 and runs from 9:00-12:00 
everyday. If you sign up before December 
15th (post marked), pay only $105. The 
camp is being held at Livermore High Var-
sity Field. For more info to sign up please 
contact David Perotti at (925) 586-2811 or 
dpperotti@yahoo.com or check website 
www.eteamz.com/lvb

Youth Basketball League
Registration is now open for Lay-Ups - a 

youth basketball program offering leagues for 
children in kindergarten through 2nd grade. 
The 8-week season begins Jan. 22nd, 2011. 
There are several locations available. Lay-
Ups is an introductory and non-competitive 
basketball program. All the components of 
the program are geared toward making each 
participant feel successful. The players use 
smaller, age-appropriate sized basketballs. 
The hoops are lowered to 8'. The games 
are played 4-on-4 so each player has more 
opportunity to touch the ball. The registra-
tion fee is $95, which includes the 8-week 
season, a Lay-Ups t-shirt, and a Lay-Ups 
basketball. Register on-line at www.Lay-
Ups.com, or call (503) 799-9293 for further 
information. 

PGSL Registration 
2011 Registration is now open for all 

divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls 
Softball League. All girls living in Pleasanton 
, Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play. Two 
ways to register: 1) Online at www.pleasan-

tonsoftball.org; 2) Mail-in: PGSL, P.O. Box 
911 , Pleasanton , CA 94566 (download a 
registration form from our website). Late fee 
of $25 applied after 11/30/10. For more infor-
mation or questions, email Christine Tanis at 
christine.t@pleasantonsoftball.org.

PGSL Player Evaluations and Try-
outs: 

Players in the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, & 8th 
grades, please read the following information 
carefully: In an effort to continue to improve 
our players’ experience, PGSL will be hold-
ing Player Evaluation Sessions for all players 
in 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th grades. Attending a 
player evaluation session is mandatory for 
all players. Following those evaluations, we 
will have tryouts for our “Black” Divisions. 
Our goal for these sessions is two-fold: 1) 
to make sure all players are assigned to the 
correct level of play for their skill level and 
experience and 2) to balance the teams in each 
age group to the best of our ability to bal-
ance competition and maximize everyone’s 
enjoyment. For 7th & 8th grade players, we 
will not have Player Evaluation Sessions this 
year, but we will have Black Division Tryouts 
for those wishing to be considered for that 
division. All Player Evaluation Sessions and 
Black Division Tryouts (all age groups) will 
be held in January 2011. Additional informa-
tion and a detailed schedule for all of these 
sessions will be posted on our league web 
site in late November or early December 
(www.pleasantonsoftball.org).

Swim Meet
The Livermore Aquacowboys will be 

hosting a USA Swimming regional meet this 
weekend, November 20-21st, at the new Las 
Positas College Swim Center. Hundreds of 
young swimmers will be competing there and 
hoping to improve their times and earn their 
chance to swim at the Junior Olympic level 
and higher competition meets. Meet Director 
Tom Hayes has been working with Jason 
Craighead, Las Positas College Head Swim 
Coach, in preparation for this event. 

In the 50’s, 60’s, and 70’s, LAC was one 
of the biggest teams in the East bay with over 
200 swimmers? LAC used to host a meet 
called the AquaRodeo where some of the 
best swimmers in history, including famous 
Olympian Mark Spitz would compete. 

 Under the leadership of Alex Silver, 
LAC Head Coach, and Lisa White, Head Age 
Group Coach, the Livermore Aquacowboys 
has grown in strength and ability. For more 
information, please contact us at 925-443-
7700, at www.lacswimming.com.

Bowling News
Youth Bowler Justin Agness rolled 165 

pins over average for a 612 series in the 
Generation Gap league at the Granada Bowl 
in Livermore. Games included 164-218-230. 
Otis Farris in the Friday Primetime Seniors 
league shot 636 (147 over) with games of 
192-196-248. 

Tylen Filyou in the Generation Gap 
league rolled a 215 (80 over), Brendan Mc-
Clain a 204 game and Robin Christoffersen 
a 213 (67 over). Mark Shiraki bowled 77 
over average with a 280 game in the Get-
away Fours league, Aaron Fick shot 276, Al 
Motley a 236 and Jeff Cote a 233 game. Gene 
Maloney in the Thursday Practice League 
rolled 248 (78 over), Duane Moschette 268 
(64 over) and Jason Barrett a 264. Joe Lemke 
turned in a 146 over average series in the 
Tuesday Match Point league with games of 
213-224-156 for a 593. Mark Pollard shot 681 
(144 over) with games of 215-237-229. Bob 
Smith rolled a 225, Ralph Soto 246, Wayne 
Brewster a 269, Gerald Cain 254 and Sue 
Good a 206 game (66 over). 

In the 4 Season Mod. Guys & Dolls, 
Dave Erwin bowled 279, Nick Block 278, 

Matt Coleman 276, Mark McCreary and 
James Seltmann 269, John Graf 268, Bill 
Lindke Jr. a 259, Norm Schlaegel a 258 and 
Gil Criste a 257 game. In the same league, 
Chris Kirby rolled 62 over average with a 
220 game. Tome Crane shot a 247 game in 
the Donna's Mixers league and Paul Guer-
rero a 235. John Twardy recorded a 774 
series in the Cheyenne league with games 
of 239-268-267. Dave Erwin bowled a 269 
game and Ray Salas a 279. Keith Wilson in 
the Early Years Fun Time league rolled a 
106 over series average with games of 202-
202-218. Brian Johmann bowled a 244. Erica 
Smith turned in a 234 in the Friday Family 
Affair league.

Senior bowler Dale Irving bowled 74 
pins over average with a 177 game in the 
Monday Primetimers league. Evelyn Bruns 
was 41 over average with a 173 game. Don 
Tunison in the Sirs & Sirettes league rolled 
56 over average with a 237 game, Ron 
Knott bowled a 205, Pete Oaks a 202 and 
Clara Edeal a 201. Dick Harris in the Friday 
Primetimer league rolled 63 over average 
with a 225 game. Aiko Costello bowled a 
182 (55 over average).

Youth bowler, Zach Savoy shot 95 pins 
over average with a 265 game in the Gen-
eration Gap league. Ross Anderson rolled a 
222 game and Katelynn Goddard a 225. In 
the Friday Family Affair league, Tim Salas 
bowled 58 over average with a 210 game.

Edge Gymnastics
EDGE Gymnastics team members 

competed in the 2010 NorCal Level 6 State 
Championships held in Redwood City, 
November 13 and 14. 

Results: Level 6
Junior C: Rebecca Okmin, 2nd all-

around (36.375), 1st vault (9.15), 3rd tie 
bars (8.8), 4th beam (9.175), 4th floor (9.25); 
Junior F: Sydney Wu, 4th all-around (36.7), 
2nd floor (9.475), 3rd beam (9.25), 4th vault 
(9.175); Senior C: Julia Morgin, 5th tie floor 
(9.05), 5th tie beam (8.925)

Senior D: Audrey Mesick, 2nd all-around 
(35.25), 1st vault (9.15), 2nd beam (8.85), 
4th bars (8.775); Senior E: Claire Koupal, 
4th beam (9.0); Senior F: Carrie Stouffer, 
2nd all-around (35.95), 1st vault (9.375), 
3rd bars (8.825), 5th beam (8.9)

 

 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Under-9 Livermore fusion teams named for World Cup teams 
squared off last friday. In the photo, South Africa and The 
Netherlands battled, with  South Africa winning 4 to 2.

lin Sims from perennial power 
Kentucky, Justin Belleguarde of 
Washington State, Tray Britt of 
New Mexico State and Jordan 
Boreman and Teohn Conner from 
St. Mary’s, which made it to the 
NCAA tournament’s Sweet 16 
in March.

The ABA once had Rick Barry 
playing for the Oakland entry, 
and Julius Erving with Phila-
delphia, which eventually was 
absorbed into the ABA with the 
Denver Nuggets, San Antonio 
Spurs, and the New Jersey (New 
York) Nets.

The league now has 60 teams 
worldwide, including the United 
States, Europe and Asia. It is 
especially popular in Asia, said 
Tennenbaum.

The Pit Bulls’ coaching staff 
reflects some of that Asian ex-
perience. Assistant coach Nic 
Belasco played in the Philippines 
Basketball Association for 14 
years.

Head coach is Ben Darling, 
who played in the late 1990s for 
the Cal State Maritime Keelhaul-
ers. Darlings’ other assistant 

coach is Eugene Tejada, whom 
he coached while with another 
ABA team.

As a new team, the Pit Bulls 
won’t be on the road in the first 
season. They will face teams 
based mostly in California, al-
though the Seattle Mountaineers 
will be in for a game on Feb. 
20.

Ticket prices are a refreshing 
change from the NBA. Adult 
tickets are $10, and children get 
in for $5.

Tennenbaum said the team 
promises a great half-time show. 
The community will be a part 
of it, with the goal of helping to 
support education. The team will 
invite local basketball teams to 
scrimmage at half-time. A cash 
prize will go to the winning 
team’s school.

Half-time entertainment also 
might take the form of a free 
throw contest open to students 
who earned the spot through 
their academic performance, 
again with cash prizes going to 
schools.

Some nights the entertainment 

could be school cheerleaders 
competing, or performers from 
a local dance troupe or a martial 
arts school.

There will also be “celebrity 
players” who can pay for suiting 
up and sitting on the Pit Bulls 
bench. Their donations also will 
go to support education.

Tennenbaum, the mother of 
three children, is an entrepreneur 
who decided three years ago to 
form the team. She met league 
president Joe Newman at ABA 
headquarters in Indianapolis to 
talk about the prospects.

After lining up the investors, 
she went through the process of 
launching the team — finding a 
site to play, hiring coaches, lining 
up players, and making sure all 
the small details were in place.

Tennenbaum played sports 
when she was growing up, al-
though not basketball. Her high-
school student sons Jacob and 
Joseph like basketball. Their sis-
ter, Julia, a student at Hart Middle 
School, also likes the sport.

TEAM
(continued from page one)
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Edith M. Gormley
Edy Gormley beloved mother, 

sister, aunt, grandmother and 
friend passed away peacefully 
on Nov. 8, 2010 at age 68 in her 
home.

Edy was born in Alameda 
on Dec. 12, 1941 and moved to 
Livermore in 1970 to raise her 
family. Edy loved the 49ers and 
SF Giants. She loved her animals, 
always gave to charities, worked 
in her garden and most of all Edy 
loved her animals.

Edy is survived by her sister, 
two brothers, eight grandchil-
dren, one great grandchild, and 
four sons: Ben, Scott, John and 
Patrick

Edy’s celebration of life will 
be held at Cornerstone Church 
in Livermore, 348 North Canyon 
Parkway on November 22nd at 
2pm. This will be followed by a 
gathering at her home in Liver-
more, 5946 Running Hills Ave.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Steve Manousos 
Coundouros

Steve passed away peacefully 
at his home in Dublin on Nov. 
13, 2010. He was surrounded by 
his family. 

Steve was a native of Athens, 
Greece, born to Manousos and 
Anastasia Coundouros on Nov. 
28, 1925. 

Steve worked as a master me-
chanic in the automotive industry 
before retiring in 1988. He was a 
member of the Masonic Lodge. 

He will be missed by his 
wife of 60 years, helen; daugh-
ters, Despina (Peter) Woodland,  
Liberty (James) Smith; grand-
children, Matthew and Michael 
(Tina) Smith, and great grand-
daughter, Jacqueline Smith. 

Visitation will be held on 
Thurs, Nov 18 from 11am – 1pm, 
with funeral service to follow at 
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Ave, Livermore. Burial will be 
held immediately following at 
Memory Gardens Cemetery, 
3873 East Ave, Livermore.

Friends and family are invited 
to share memories of Steve’s life 
at a reception at the Resurrection 
Greek Orthodox Church, Castro 
Valley.

Rose Helen 
Rychtarik Wilson

Rose Helen Rychtarik Wil-
son was born in Cicero Illinois 
on July 30, 1922. She was the 
youngest of 5 children. She was 
the adventurer in her family 
having been the first to go to 
college. 

She went on to become a 
Nurse and a Navy Lieutenant. 
Rose met the love of her life, 

marine officer David P. Wilson, 
while taking care of him in a 
military hospital. They married 
in 1950. Rose was honorably 
discharged in 1952 due to the 
birth of her only child David. 
Rose and her family retired from 
the military and settled in San 
Diego where she was a public 
health nurse. In 1960 they moved 
to Livermore where she worked 
for the V.A. Hospital as an or-
thopedic nurse and supervisor. 
After suffering from Rheumatoid 
arthritis, she retired from the V.A. 
in 1971 and became a nursing 
instructor for the R.O.P. program 
in Alameda County. 

In the 1980’s Rose and David 
moved back to San Diego then 
Tucson Arizona. In December 
2000, Rose and David were be-
coming ill and asked their son to 
move them back to Livermore. 
They eventually took residence 
at the Livermore V.A. nursing 
home. David P. Wilson died in 
2001. Rose thrived at the nurs-
ing home, becoming involved in 
many activities. Thanks to Bud 
Donaldson she became an award 
winning artist. Rose loved the 
dog volunteer visits. She stayed 
active until six months before 
death on Nov 14, 2010 at the age 
of eighty eight. 

Rose is survived by David A 
Wilson, his wife Nancy, and their 
son Darren. Rose was loved by 
many and will be missed. 

Vigil will be held at Cal-
laghan Mortuary in Livermore 
on Thursday November 18 from 
4-7 P.M. The Rosary will be at 7 
p.m. Funeral services will be at 
St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 
458 Mapl St., Livermore on 
Friday, November 19 at 11:00 
am followed by a military pro-
cessional to Cherokee Memorial 
Park in Lodi.

Clarence Leland Roske
Clarence went home to be 

with the Lord on Nov. 13, 2010, 
at the age of 82 and is now is 
soaring with the Angels. He was 
born in Lewiston, Idaho to Clar-
ence and Rowena Roske on Jan. 
7, 1928. 

Clarence was a Master Ser-
geant in the United States Air 
force for 22 years. He served 
in the Korean War from 1950-
53 and the Vietnam War from 
1965-66. After his retirement 

Nature Programs
Ohlone Olympics is the topic of 

the Sat., Nov. 20 Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District ranger 
program. Meet Ranger Jamie Morris 
at 11 a.m.a t Veterans Park, 5211 Ar-
royo Rd., Livermore.

Join this program for a family-
friendly day of fun and games, Native 
Californian style. Learn about – and 
try – what the Ohlone Indians did for 
fun in their free time. Try your hand at 
some friendly competition throwing 
“atlatls” and spears, racing oak gall 
boats, throwing walnut dice and much 
more. Canceled if raining.

 Turkey Time is the topic for 
Sun., Nov. 21. Meet Ranger Amy 
Wolitzer at 2 p.m. at Veterans Park, 
5211 Arroyo Rd.

Join this ranger program to learn 
about wild turkeys and hopefully find 
some to admire. This will include 
an easy, slow wander of less than a 
mile and will be great for both kids 
and adults.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help 
support the programs. Participants 
may call 925-960-2400 for more 
information.

Hall of fame Nominations
Nominations are now being ac-

cepted for the 18th Annual Alameda 
County Women’s Hall of Fame, which 
in 2011 will honor outstanding local 
women in 12 different categories.  
Organizers of the Women’s Hall of 
Fame have decided to expand the 
program in 2011 by adding a 12th 
category, Philanthropy.  Women in 
this category are to be honored for 
“efforts to increase the well-being 
of humankind by promoting and 
championing charitable aid.’’

In addition to Philanthropy, the 
11 other Hall of Fame categories are: 
Business and Professions; Commu-
nity Service; Culture and Art; Educa-
tion; Environment; Health; Justice; 
Non-Traditional Careers; Science; 
Sports and Athletics and Youth.

The inductees for 2011 will be 
honored at the 18th Annual Alam-
eda County Women’s Hall of Fame 
luncheon and awards ceremony 
on Saturday, March 19, 2011, at 
the Greek Orthodox Cathedral on 
Lincoln Avenue in Oakland.  The 
event will be hosted by the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors and the 
Alameda County Commission on the 
Status of Women.

The deadline to submit nomina-
tions is December 3, 2010.   To submit 
an online nomination or to obtain 
more information, go to http://www.
acgov.org/cao/halloffame/, or call 
(510) 272-3884 or (510) 259-3871.

Apply for Grants
The Rotarian Foundation of 

Livermore is currently accepting 
grant applications.  The Rotarian 
Foundation of Livermore’s purpose 
is to make substantial charitable gifts 
to deserving projects in the Livermore 
area.  To date the Foundation has 
funded grants in excess of $800,000 
to support the local community.   

All grant applications must be 
received not later than December 1st.  
The grant applications will be submit-
ted to the Board of Directors meeting 
in February, 2011 with distribution 
by April 2011.  You can download 
the grant application and outline at 
www.rotarianfoundationlivermore.
org or contact Chris Mohammed, 
925.290.8180.

One Warm Coat
Coldwell Banker Residential 

Brokerage announced the kick off 
of its annual Operation: One Warm 
Coat collection.  The public is encour-
aged to donate new and gently used 
items for the homeless and needy in 
their local communities.  The col-
lection drive is running now until 
December 17.        

Thirty-one Northern California 
Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age offices, from Sacramento to San 
Jose, will act as donation collection 
centers.  They will accept coats, 
sweaters, jackets, sweatshirts, hats, 
mittens, towels and blankets.  Dona-
tions are then sent to local organiza-
tions benefiting those in need. 

Individuals interested in donat-
ing warm clothing and items to 
Operation: One Warm Coat may 
do so at one of the following lo-
cal Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage offices: Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Danville, 671 
San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville,  
925.837.4100; Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Livermore, 
2470 First St, Ste., 204, Livermore, 
925.371.2100; and Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Pleasanton, 
5980 Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 122, Pleas-
anton,  925.847.2200

One Warm Coat was established 
in 1992 by a San Francisco resident 
who wished to donate her coat and 
have it provided for free to those in 
need.   Since its small beginnings, the 
organization has expanded its reach 
across the country, helping individu-
als, groups, companies and organiza-
tions collect coats and deliver them 
to local agencies that distribute them 
for free to people in need. 

4H family fun
Del Arroyo 4H is a club for boys 

and girls ages 5 to 19.   It is a club that 
provides opportunity to learn many 
important life skills.  Del Arroyo 
4H has been very active in the com-
munity for September and October.   
The club participated in Coastal 
Cleanup, the Livermore Children’s 
Fair, the Livermore Art Walk, a Heifer 
International Fund Raiser (Nov), a 
costume parade at an assisted living 
facility, and Trick or Treating for Uni-
cef.   Many club members received 
awards at the Alameda County 4H 

Achievement Night.   In addition 
to community service and awards, 
club members had fun participating 
in Alameda County 4H skate night 
at The Golden Skate.

Meetings are held on the third 
Wednesday of the month.  Locations 
may vary, so those interested in find-
ing out more about Del Arroyo 4H 
club can contact our community club 
leader, Margret Miller at 447-6980.

Winery Open House
Thomas Coyne Winery will host 

the annual fall open house on Nov 26, 
27 and 28  noon to 5 p.m. at the histori-
cal tasting room at 51 E. Vallecitos 
Road, Livermore. Three new wines 
will be released. A selection of fine 
fruits and cheeses will be served. 

The winery will be collecting 
food for Open Heart Kitchen during 
the November Open House. They 
especially need 4oz juice boxes, 
tuna pouches and individual-serv-
ing cheese and crackers and granola 
bars for the weekend bag lunch pro-
gram.

New wines to be released are the 
2009 Viognier, California - $16.00 
Silver Medal - El Dorado County 
Fair, Bronze Medal - California State 
Fair; 2008 Confluence, California 
- $20.00; and 2006 Port, California 
- $14.00 (375 ml bottles).

 

Celebrate the holidays at 
Downtown Pleasanton’s Magi-
cal Holiday Evening; the an-
nual downtown open house. 
The streets will come alive with 
the sights and sounds of the 
holidays.

Holiday shopping will be 
available 6-9 p.m. on Friday, No-
vember 19th. Downtown shops, 
restaurants and businesses usher 
in the holidays with festive deco-
rations, twinkling lights, banners, 
beautiful window displays and 
holiday treats.

This year’s festivities include 

Livermore Downtown Inc. 
and the  Pleasanton Downtown 
Association are partnerting to-
gether for the annual “Earlier 
Than the Bird” Shopping Cel-
ebration on Sat., Nov. 20 from 7 
a.m. to noon. 

Livermore Downtown Inc. 
is hosting the 6th Annual “Ear-
lier Than the Bird; Shopping 
Celebration.” The Pleasanton 
Downtown Association will host 
its first event. 

This event is designed to 
launch the Holiday Shopping 
Season in a unique fashion, cap-
turing the Holiday Shopping dol-
lars before the Corporate Retail 
launch on Black Friday, the day 
after Thanksgiving. Livermore’s 
and Pleasanton’s downtown retail 
shops will be open at 7 a.m., of-
fering refreshments  to their pa-
trons to keep them fueled. There 
will be special offers, added 
value campaigns and, shoppers 

wearing pajamas will receive a 
free “Shop local” winter scarf 
as a gift.

“The Holiday Season is the 
most important revenue gen-
erating quarter for our small 
businesses in downtowns,” said 
Livermore Downtown Executive 
Director, Rachael Snedecor.  “It 
is imperative that independent 
business owners find unique 
ways to attract consumers to 
discover the specialty products 
and services to be found in Main 
Street commercial districts.” 

The California Main Street 
Alliance is working closely 
with Downtown Districts across 
the State of California to create 
awareness and gain commitment 
to the “Shop Local” movement.  
Rachael Snedecor is President 
of the California Main Street 
Alliance

“This year we are thrilled 
to have our neighboring sister 
downtown of Pleasanton joining 

the party,” declared Snedecor.  
“Tri -Valley residents now have 
the opportunity to enjoy two 
historic downtown districts for 
this fun ‘Slumber Party’ style 
shopping event.” 

Laura Olson, Executive Direc-
tor of the Pleasanton Downtown 
Association, stated, “Our Down-
town Pleasanton businesses are 
excited to partner with Livermore 
on this unique and exciting event. 
Events like these are what our lo-
cal Downtowns are all about – an 
inviting, fun and festive environ-
ment for everyone to enjoy while 
shopping and dining.”

For more information, visit 
www.livermoredowntown.com 
or for Pleasanton, go to www.
pleasantondowntown.net. In-
formation is also available by  
calling Rachael Snedecor at 
(925) 373-1795 for Livermore 
Downtown Inc. or Laura Olson at 
(925) 484-2199 for the Pleasan-
ton Downtown Association.

Livermore, Pleasanton Team Up for Week-
end's 'Earler Than the Bird' Shopping

visits with Santa at the Museum 
on Main and encounters with 
Elves who will hand out candy 
canes and peppermint lollipops. 
There will be carolers, choruses, 
bell ringers, flutes – all singing 
and playing your favorite holiday 
tunes. Balloon sculptors and face 
painters will all be on hand to cel-
ebrate the magic of the season.

Visit the website www.Pleas-
antonDowntown.net or go to 
www.Facebook.com/Pleasanton-
DowntownAssociation for more 
details about this event.

 

A Magical Holiday Evening 
Planned in Downtown Pleasanton

With the holidays upon us and 
millions of Americans hitting 
the roads, the Livermore Police 
Department wants everyone to 
arrive safely at their destinations.  
Drivers and passengers need to 
know that officers will be out 
in force sending the message to 
“Click It or Ticket.”    

“No one wants to start the 
holidays off wrong with a ticket,” 
said Chief Steve Sweeney of the 
Livermore Police Department. 
“Save your money for turkey and 
buying presents for loved ones 
– don’t throw it away simply 
because you failed to buckle up.  
In Livermore we have a very high 
percentage of motorists using 
their seatbelts properly, and we 
want to encourage everyone to 
use their seatbelts and thereby 
reduce the risk of injury or death 
if they are involved in a colli-
sion.”

While seat belt use is at a 
record high of 83 percent nation-
wide, 45 million Americans still 
fail to buckle up when they get in 

The City of Dublin has been 
approved to receive grant fund-
ing of $38,380 from the Califor-
nia Office of Traffic Safety to 
implement an automated traffic 
collision and tracking program 
with Geographic Information 
System (GIS) capabilities.

The grant funding will cover 
the costs for necessary software, 
hardware and network cabling 
that will allow the City to track 
traffic collision data by location, 
time of day, incident cause and 
other parameters to more easily 
identify patterns and strategically 

a motor vehicle.  Even though in 
California 96.2 percent use their 
restraints, it still means that over 
1.5 million Californians don’t 
buckle up.  In Livermore, recent 
seatbelt surveys showed a 98% 
seatbelt usage rate.

During the holiday period, 
over 35 vehicle occupants who 
are not buckled up will be killed 
in motor vehicle crashes each day 
nationwide.  Statewide, overall 
traffic deaths declined by 23 
percent, from 3,995 in 2007 to 
3,081 in 2009 due in part to the 
increased use of seat belts.  Total 
traffic fatalities are at their lowest 
levels in six decades.

National statistics also show 
that those least likely to buckle 
up are teens, young adults, males, 
nighttime riders, motorists travel-
ing on rural roads, and individu-
als traveling in pickup trucks.

Livermore PD wants to re-
mind the community that it is 
a violation to wear a seatbelt 
improperly.  Quite often drivers 
and passengers have the shoul-

der belt portion of their seatbelt 
under their arms and not over 
their shoulders, as the belts were 
designed to be used.  Not only 
is this a violation of the seatbelt 
law, it also puts that person at risk 
for injury.  If that vehicle were in-
volved in a collision, the force of 
the collision that would normally 
be transferred across the person’s 
shoulder would now be spread 
across their belly area and the 
vital organs where there is sig-
nificantly less bone and muscle 
mass to absorb the force.  

More than 100 local law 
enforcement agencies statewide 
and the CHP will be participating 
in this year’s Click It or Ticket 
mobilization which runs from 
Monday, November 15, 2010 
through Sunday, November 28, 
2010.   

Funding to support Califor-
nia’s Click It or Ticket campaign 
was provided by a grant from the 
California Office of Traffic Safe-
ty through the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.

'Click It or Ticket' Campaign

develop safety improvements.  
The collision data can also be 
linked with moving violation 
citation data to assess safety 
benefits of focused enforcement 
activities.

“Implementation of this pro-
gram will allow staff to more 
effectively interpret what is 
happening on Dublin’s streets 
from a traffic safety perspective,” 
said Public Works Director Gary 
Huisingh.  “It will also allow us 
to identify locations that may 
enhance public safety through 
targeted traffic enforcement by 

Dublin Police Services.”
With a population of approxi-

mately 47,000, Dublin is spread 
over 14.5 square miles with 
roughly 104 miles of paved road-
ways and over 80 traffic signals.  
Each year, there are between 250 
and 350 reported traffic collisions 
City-wide.

“With this system, Dublin will 
be able to more accurately and 
effectively proactively plan for 
future traffic safety needs,” said 
Christopher J. Murphy, Director 
of the California Office of Traffic 
Safety.  “That will translate into 
saving lives, what it’s really all 
about.”

Funding for this program was 
provided by a grant from the Cal-
ifornia Office of Traffic Safety 
through the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.

 

Dublin Receives Traffic Safety Grant

from the Air Force, he worked 
for “Cal-Trans” the Department 
of Transportation for 23 years as 
a Data processing Manager 3,  
retiring in 1991. Clarence went 
on to work at H & R Block for 
22 more years. 

Clarence loved life! He en-
joyed skiing, dancing, flying his 
plane, boating and snowmobil-
ing, but most of all he enjoyed 
spending time with his grand-
daughters. 

Clarence is survived by his 
daughter, Linda (Alex) Medeiros, 
dranddaughters, Alix, Leah and 
Jena. He is also survived by his 
brothers, Bob and Tom; sisters, 
Rose and Joyce and many nieces 
and nephews

Clarence was preceded in 
death by Helen and brothers, 
Dale, Richard, John Paul and 
Stephen. 

He will be forever missed.     
Visitation will be held on 

Saturday, Nov 20, 11am – 1pm 
with a Celebration of Life to fol-
low at 1pm at the Chapel of Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East Ave, 
Livermore. Burial will follow 
at Memory Gardens Cemetery. 
3873 East Ave, Livermore.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily respectfully requests memo-
rial donations in Clarence’s 
name may be made to “Every 
15 Minutes” Checks made pay-
able to The Livermore Police 
Dept. /Traffic Dept. 1110 S. 
Livermore Ave, Livermore CA 
94550. Please include “Every 15 
Minutes” in the memo
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LEGAL NOTICES
fOR INfORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000   

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444087
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Gold Mountain 
Beverages Plus, 2778 Maria 
St., Pleasanton Ca 94588 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Hallin Mark Burgan. 2778 
Maria St., Pleasanton Ca 
94588
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 20, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Hallin M. Burgan
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  October 20, 2010. Expires  
October 20, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2881. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444107
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:ProActive 
IT Services, 779 Vinci Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Charles F. MrGraw, 779 Vinci 
Way, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Charles F. McGraw
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 20, 2010. Expires 
October 20, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2884. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444252
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Bay Hoods Fire 
Protection, 951 So G Street 
#B, Livermore Ca 94550 is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
Mike Klotovich, 951 So G 
Street #B, Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 1, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mike Klotovich
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  October 25, 2010. Expires  
October 25, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2885. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

STATEMENT Of
 ABANDONMENT

 Of USE Of 
fICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
fILE NO. 376510-376513

The following person(s) has 
(have) Abandoned The Use 
of The Fictitious Business 
Name:
1)Silver Creek Realty, 2)Silver 
Creek Realty Group, 3)Silver 
Creek Real Estate, 4)Silver 
Creek Property Management, 
608 Main Street Suite F, 
Pleasanton Ca 94566
The Fictitious Business Name 
Statement was filed on March 
6, 2006 in the County of 
Alameda.
The Name of the Registrants 
are:
Steven M. Fernandes, 4165 
Amberwood Circle, Pleasan-
ton Ca 94588
Jonathan M. Arguello, 4165 
Amberwood Circle, Pleasan-
ton Ca 94588
This business was conducted 
by:Co-partners
Signature of Registrant:

/s/:Steven M. Fernandes and 
Jonathan M. Arguello
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 27, 2010. The 
Independent Legal No. 2886. 
Publish October 28, Novem-
ber 4, 11, 18,  2010. 

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 443332-443335
The following person(s) doing 
business as:1) Silver Creek 
Realty, 2) Silver Creek Realty 
Group, 3) Silver Creek Real 
Estate, 4) Silver Creek Prop-
erty Management, 350 Main 
Street Suite F, Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Silver Creek Realty Group, 
Inc., 350 Main Street Suite F, 
Pleasanton Ca 94566
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Jonathan Arguello
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on September 27, 2010. Ex-
pires September 27, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2887. Publish October 28, 
November 4, 11, 18,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444473
The following person(s) doing 
business as:The Bracelet Bar, 
252 Main St., Pleasanton Ca 
94566 is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Nancy K. McKain, 94 Wind-
ward Common Unit 2, Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on May 1, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Nancy K. McKain
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 

on  November 1, 2010. Ex-
pires  November 1, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2890. Publish  November  11, 
18,  28,  December 2,  2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444391
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:BR Travel 
Services, 211 Wildrose Com-
mons #6, Livermore Ca 94551 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Barbara Ann Roby, 211 Wil-
drose Commons #6, Liver-
more Ca 94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on October 12, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Barbara Ann Roby
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  October 28, 2010. Expires  
October 28, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2893. Publish  November 18,  
28,  December 2, 9, 2010.

fICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

fILE NO. 444824
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Sunshine Natural 
Products, 819 Rincon Ave., 
Livermore Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Maria Lourdes Rodriguez, 
3636 Montrose Pl., Livermore 
Ca 94551
Hector Rodriguez, 3636 
Montrose Pl., Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:Husband and wife
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on September 
20, 1995
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Maria Lourdes Rodriguez
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on  November 19, 2010. Ex-
pires  November 19,, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 

2894. Publish  November 18,  
28,  December 2, 9, 2010.

NOTICE Of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed bids will be accepted 
in the office of the Alameda 
County Community Develop-
ment Agency, 224 W. Winton 
Avenue, Suite 205, Hayward, 
CA NETWORKING/BIDDERS 
CONFERENCE – S. COUNTY 
RFP No. 1 CDA NPS 10/11 
– GEOTECHNICAL SER-
VICES, Tuesday, November 
23, 2010, at 10:00 a.m., Al-
ameda County CDA, 224 W. 
Winton Avenue, Suite 205, 
Hayward, CA NETWORKING/
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
– S. COUNTY RFP No. 1 CDA 
NPS 10/11 – GEOTECHNI-
CAL SERVICES, Tuesday, 
November 23, 2010, at 1:30 
p.m., Alameda County CDA, 
224 W. Winton Avenue, Suite 
205, Hayward, CA Responses 
Due by 4:00 pm on December 
09, 2010 County Contact: 
Damien Gossett (510) 670-
6524 or via email damien.gos-
sett@acgov.org Attendance 
at Networking Conference is 
Non-mandatory. Specifica-
tions regarding the above may 
be obtained at the Current 
Contracting Opportunities 
Internet website at www.
acgov.org.
11/18/10
CNS-1985909#
The Independent Legal No. 
2892. Publish November 
18, 2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society  at  
925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days.  Saturdays from 9:30 
am to 1:00 pm, dogs and cats 
are available at the Pleas-
anton Farmers Market at W. 
Angela and First Streets.  

Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
noon to 4  and the Pet Food 
Express in Livermore 1  to 4.  
Sundays, cats are at Petsmart 
in Dublin  1 to 4, and PetCo 
in San Ramon 11 to 3.  TVAR 
at  (925) 803-7043 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org.

4)fOUND

fOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 fREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara
 925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

6)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET?  
fREE SECTION.   

Call Barbara  
925 243-8000 to let 33,000 

households know!

AUTOMOTIVE
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible.  Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

SELL YOUR USED CAR 
HERE. Call Barbara  at   

925-243-8000 0R  www.
independentnews.com  

Pay by Credit Card  for any 
Classified or Display ads.

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 
Light housekeeping er-

rands transportation meal 
prep personal care. Please 

fax resume  
925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area compa-
nies. Check with the local Better 
Business Bureau before you send 
any money or fees. Read and un-
derstand any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

ATTN: COMPUTER WORk. 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up 
to $1,500 Part Time to $7,500/
mo. Full Time. Training pro-
v ided.  www.KTPGlobal .
com or call 1-888-304-2847. 
(CAL*SCAN)

fIREfIGHTER. Paid train-
ing to join elite U.S. Navy 
team. Good pay, medical/
dental, promotions, vacation. 
HS grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIfIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

Company Drivers (Solos 
& Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 
PAY * GREAT MILES * CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift (CAL*SCAN)

20 Drivers Needed - CDL-A 
Experienced. 11 Western 
States. STABLE Family 
Owned - ANDRUS TRANS-
PORTATION. Good Pay, 
Routes,  People!  1-800-
888-5838 or 1-866-806-
5119x1402.  (CAL*SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos 
& Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 

PAY *GREAT MILES 
*CDL-A Required. We also 
have dedicated & regional 
positions available. Call: 
866-448-1055 SWIFT. 

(CAL*SCAN)

Driver - Steady Miles. NEW 
PAY PACKAGE! Single 
source dispatch. Daily or 
Weekly Pay. Dry Van and 

Refrigerated. Great Benefits! 
CDL-A, 6 months recent 
experience. 1-888-699-

0599. www.DriveKnight.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

33,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

ASAP! New Pay Increases! 
34-40 cpm. Excellent 

Benefits. Need CDL-A & 3 
months recent OTR.  

1-877-258-8782. www.Melt-
onTruck.com (CAL*SCAN)

REGIONAL CDL DRIVERS 
NEEDED! Gordon Trucking, 
Inc. Sign on bonus in some 
areas! Current Openings on 
our NCA Fleet. Home weekly 
available! Consistent Miles & 
Time off! Full Benefits, 401k. 
We have lots of Freight! www.
TeamGTI.com 1-888-832-
6484 EOE. (CAL*SCAN)

80)HELP WANTED MISC.

EVALUATORS NEEDED 
for market research projects. 
BARE International licensed 

23 years. Fees start  
at $10/hr. Contact: New-

Eval@bareinter 
national.com or call  

703-995-3106 or  
800-296-6699 ext 3106. 

(CAL*SCAN)

MERCHANDISE
109)EQUIPMENT fOR SALE

NEW Norwood SAWMILLS-
LumberMate-Pro handles 
logs 34” diameter, mil ls 
boards 28” wide. Automated 
quick-cycle-sawing increases 
efficiency up to 40%! www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/300N 
1-800-661-7746 ext 300N. 
(CAL*SCAN)

more BART station downtown, 
I thought it was a good idea. The 
more I think about it, the more it 
seems like a really bad idea. 

The plan is for underground 
track on the west side of the sta-
tion. This means several months 
(if not years) of dirt, noise and 
confusion along Portola and 
Junction.

On the east side of the station, 
the lines are aboveground. This 
means those who live near the 
railroad line between First street 
and Vasco will have BART trains 
running past their houses every 
20 minutes, which has the effect 
of immediately reducing their 
property values to zero,.

Parking is a big issue. Every 
existing BART station uses up the 
street parking for several blocks 
around the station. Will they 
provide 31.9 thousand new park-
ing spaces for the projected 31.9 
thousand new riders? And if they 
do, what will our downtown look 
like? And where will customers 
of downtown businesses park, if 
all available parking spaces are 
taken up by Bart riders .

If BART is downtown, at least 
some of the freeway traffic will 
be coming to that station, mak-
ing the downtown even more 
congested. 

Let’s solve all these concerns 
by keeping BART on 580 and 
building the station at Isabel.

No Questions Asked
Mary Pena
Guistine

October 3, 2010, after my 
son's performance with the Liver-
more Valley Opera at the Bank-
head Theater, the family met him 
for dinner across the street. The 
opera was entertaining and the 
dinner delicious. It had been a 
number of years since we had 
been to Livermore and Matthew 
performing gave us the perfect 
excuse to revisit your city. Kudos 
to the city planners and business 
owners; a stroll down First Street 
was the perfect way to end the 
day.

Matthew went to his car 
parked in the theater parking lot 
and we drove back down to the 
valley. Our night ended in stress 
as Matthew realized someone 
had broken into his car and taken 
his computer bag. His ASUS 
laptop was stolen. But worse, his 
wallet and passport were also in 
the bag. During the performance, 
Matthew had placed his wallet 
in the bag and since he travels, 
he also keeps his passport in the 
bag as well.

Good news is that the bank 
card and credit cards were stopped 
within 30 minutes of realizing the 
bag was stolen. Passport will 
expire in a few months, so Mat-
thew was preparing to replace it. 
He also backs up the laptop on 
a hard drive, so very little was 
lost. Matthew has a great attitude 
about life saying, :now he gets to 
go shopping."

It was sad that it happened 
and ruined the end of a beautiful 
evening. But there was some-
thing in the bag that cannot be 
replaced, Matthew's 1st Holy 
Communion prayer book and 

rosary. Yes, Matthew has trav-
eled with these items in his bag 
sine leaving home for college in 
2000. A mother always worries 
about her children, wondering 
whether or not they remain faith-
ful to their religion, Matthew has 
and my heart was torn. Our faith 
in God remains intact. It's just 
a bit of our past that has been 
ripped away.

You can keep the computer 
bag (black with bright orange 
trim), the passport, driver's li-
cense and credit cards are useless 
to you. The laptop is only good 
if you are able to erase the hard 
drive, but if you try taking it to a 
pawn shop it's been reported as 
stolen. An ASUS laptop is only 
sold on-line. It is not something 
you can buy retail.

My only request if found: 
please return just the prayer 
book and rosary. No questions 
asked - and, in the meantime, I 
pray that it ministers to whoever 
has them.

Regional Theater
Roger Lake
Livermore

The article on the regional 
theater was confusing and raised 
a few questions in my mind. If 
the total cost is $16M and the 
fund-raising goal is $22M, where 
is the additional $39M coming 
from? The article was mute on 
this. Redevelopment funds? I 
thought the governor put a hold 
on the use of all redevelopment 
funds. Even if they were avail-
able, hasn't the decline in taxes 
lowered the redevelopment fund. 
Bond sales? This is not the high 
flying naughts, where they would 
lend money on anything. Who is 
going to provide the rest of the 
funding and at what cost and with 
what guarantees or security?

As I read further, more ques-
tions came up. With 300,000 
patrons projected per year, we 
would have as many as 2000 
people coming into downtown 
Livermore 150 times a year, 
or about once every two days 
along with the traffic. I seem to 
remember that when Valley Trails 
was proposed the traffic along 
many of the same streets was a 
big issue.

Remember the ad from the 
anti-Prop. D campaign with the 
woman in the car looking over 
her shoulder in disgust. What is 
the difference between the traffic 
from Livermore Trails and the 
traffic projected for the regional 
theater? Gridlock is gridlock. I 
must be missing something.

As this project has the po-
tential to markedly change the 
character of Livermore, and per-
haps not for the better, a citywide 
dialog as well as an independent 
economic analysis are badly 
needed. Ultimately there needs to 
be a referendum on the project to 
that all of Livermore can have a 
say on the project.

Voting
Terrence Sullins
Livermore

I went to my local polling 
station on Lomitas Ave. in Liver-
more.  I signed in, received my 
ballot and entered my booth and 

started to vote.
I was approached by a poll 

worker and was told to turn in my 
ballot because of the T-Shirt I had 
on.  My T-Shirt had a US Flag, 
Bald Eagle with stated Proud Tea 
Party Patriot.  I told him I would 
not give back my ballot and that 
I wanted to see his supervisor.  
He returned with a rules book 
and told me I was in violation.  
I advised him my shirt did not 
tell anyone how to vote and that 
I would not give him my ballot.  
I turned and quickly voted.  Be-
cause of the harassment, I was 
so upset, I rushed my voting.  I 
took the completed ballot to the 
machine and he was waiting for 
me.  He was not there before.  He 
took my ballot and put it in the 
machine.  I have no clue if he 
entered it correctly or if the vote 
even counted.  I am a decorated 
war veteran of the 82nd Airborne 
Division and joined the service 
for freedom.  

They poll worker violated my 
civil rights. Just because he did 
not like my shirt, he harassed me.  
I hope that this is brought the 
public's attention.  I will be back 
to vote again and will be wearing 
my T-Shirt proudly.  It seems that 
liberals believe in freedom of 
speech, so long as it’s what they 
want to hear.

Time for Clean Up
Martha Priebat
Pleasanton

Now that the elections are 
over (more or less, that is) I turn 
my thoughts to issues that were 
not decided in the electoral pro-
cess. A major issue is the need for 
environmental cleanup.

As a mother and grandmother 
of children growing up in Liver-
more, I am deeply concerned 
about the half-mile stretch of 
community aquifer between 
Livermore Laboratory's western 
perimeter and Big Trees Park.

This aquifer is polluted with 
solvents that have found their 
way alongside of Arroyo Seco 
School.  One of my grandchildren 
spent 3 years there.  I hope he has 
not been contaminated by the 
Lab's leftovers.

The City has built an efficient 
sewer system, but it is not a haz-
ardous waste treatment facility.  
Therefore, I opposed the plan 
to dump contaminated water 
directly into the sewer.

I strongly support new dili-
gence for removal of this source 
of toxic chemicals. I am hopeful 
the Lab will also enthusiastically 
join in a contaminant removal 
process.

A new proposal involves 

constructing a pipeline to pump 
and send the toxic  water back 
to the Lab for treatment.  That 
plan needs funding.  Let's roll 
up our sleeves and start really 
cleaning up and protecting our 
homes and families from further 
contamination.

Theater funding
John Stein
Livermore

The Mayor and members of 
Livermore’s City Council have 
repeated told us that the City’s 
General Fund would not be used 
to subsidize the proposed 2000 
seat Regional Theater.  Now its 
supporters are asking the Council 
to use City funds to guarantee 
the $80 million dollar construc-
tion loan.

Having the City essentially 
cosign the theater’s loan will im-
mediately lower the City’s credit 
rating, costing the City $200,000 
to $500,000 more per year, ev-
ery year, to pay its existing and 
planned debt.  It is probable that 
over the next few years millions 
more taxpayer’s dollars will have 
be diverted from City needs in-
cluding  fire,  police and library 
services as well as street and 
landscape maintenance to pay for 
the construction and operation of 
a luxury theater.

Please call, email or write the 
Livermore City Council and tell 
them that in these difficult eco-
nomic times the General Fund 
should be used to support the 
entire community’s needs.  We 
all support the arts but tell them 
to keep their promise to the resi-
dents not to divert vitally needed 
General Funds.

Nuclear Weapons
Tom O'Neill
Livermore

Mutual Assured Destruction is 
a scary pivot on which to balance 
the security of the world. William 
Perry, who looked into the abyss 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
and got a second look years later 
when a computer system went 
awry, knows whereof he speaks. 
Noam Chomsky, whose work in 
linguistics has accustomed him to 
think in terms of systems, agrees 
with Perry that it's a fragile sys-
tem in which the next glitch in a 
computer could tumble us into 
oblivion. Mike May, encour-
aged by the way the world has 
avoided a world-wide war, in 
the last 65 years, says MAD has 
served us well. When one reads, 
say, McNamara's account of the 
"thirteen days: in 1962, one has to 
wonder though whether it wasn't 
just good luck. Had a lesser man 

than JFK been in charge then, 
perhaps none of us would be 
around to talk about it now.

If one can bring oneself reso-
lutely to the conviction that 
nonproliferation is a good thing, 
it would seem that Perry is right 
in thinking nuclear disarmament 
is a good thing too. When May 
says it is important to create 
a climate in which no one is 
inclined to attack us, that too is 
certainly worth saying. But, one 
of the reasons we have so many 
would-be attackers is because 
of our lack of consistency on 
nuclear weapons.

We cannot speak effectively 
either to the United Nations or 
to individual nations about the 
need to abstain from nuclear 
weapons so long as we are so 
greedy about them ourselves. 
Even as our President is negoti-
ating mutual disarmament with 
Russia, we are spending billions 
to fine-tune the nuclear arsenal 
we already possess. It sounds 
almost unpatriotic to observe 
this -- for our actions so blatantly 
undermine our official policy --
- but just about everyone in the 
world-at-large is already aware 
of it. If there's confusion on this 
matter among Americans, it's 
only because there have been 
successful efforts to keep us from 
paying attention.

Relying on an uncritical pub-
lic conviction that nuclear weap-
ons make us safe, the Senate may 
-- as both Perry and May fear -- 
reject the new START treaty with 
Russia and thereby destroy what 
leadership we have left regarding 
disarmament and nonprolifera-
tion. If so, God help us.

New START 
Jo Ann Frisch
Livermore

Here are two disparate items 
that some politicians are, unfortu-
nately, trying to link: (1) Reduce 
the US nuclear weapons arsenal, 
and (2) increase the Department 
of Energy nuclear weapons bud-
get. Trying to have it both ways 
defies logic.

We all can agree we need to 
reduce our thousands of nuclear 
weapons. We also need to agree 
that the nuclear weapons budget 
needs to be reduced.

The proposed increase to 
DOE's budget to build "new and 
better" bombs is obscene! This 
will be the largest budget for 

nuclear weapons ever; larger than 
the Cold War-era budget for the 
same activities.  We can never use 
nuclear weapons but still more 
and more money is spent on their 
useless pursuit “just in case.”

President Obama and Russian 
President Medvedev signed the 
New Strategic Arms Reduction 
Treaty. It will reduce both nations' 
nuclear weapons. New START 
also has provisions to verify com-
pliance. So, while Russia waits 
to see if the Senate will ratify it, 
DOE's bloated weapons budget 
continues through Congress.

There are two things we can 
do. Contact Senators Feinstein 
and Boxer. Encourage them to 
ratify New START. Also, ask 
them to reduce the budget for 
unnecessary design and develop-
ment of nuclear weapons.

Wake Up Call
Matthew Swyers
Livermore

On October 23, a communica-
tions failure at Warren AFB in 
Wyoming affected 1/9th of the 
entire US land-based nuclear 
arsenal (ICBMs). Multiple er-
ror codes were reported and a 
complete loss of command and 
control. A former U.S.A.F. mis-
sile launch officer stated, “50 
ICBMs dropping off at once? I 
never heard of anything like it. 
There are plans and procedures 
available to deal with individual 
broken missiles, but they are 
wholly inadequate to handle an 
entire squadron of missiles drop-
ping offline.” Astonishingly, even 
though the cause of this failure is 
still unknown, the affected mis-
siles were put back online.

The “New START” treaty 
with Russia, awaiting a Senate 
ratification vote, would reduce 
the number of these missiles by 
30%. Republican senators who 
oppose the treaty have lever-
aged for the largest increase in 
the US nuclear budget in history 
in exchange for their purported 
support for the treaty. However, 
most of this funding will go to 
new facilities and weapons, not 
disarmament or safety that would 
have prevented the Oct. 23rd 
mishap.

This accident is one of many 
nuclear accidents in US history. 
It is a wake up call. The next one 
we may only have time to hear 
the alarm.

 

 

  

(continued from page 4)
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 LEGAL NOTICES/CLASSIFIEDS www.independentnews.com

115)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

118) fREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNk
fREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara  

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  

925 243-8000 or go on-line 
at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/fOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
fREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

143)WANTED TO BUY

WANTED DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. Cash Paid. Un-
opened, Unexpired Boxes 
Only. All Brands Consid-
ered. Help others, don’t throw 
boxes away. For more infor-
mation, Call 888-491-1168. 
(CAL*SCAN)
NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
150)ANNOUNCEMENTS
BECOME DIETARY MAN-
AGER (average annual salary 
$40,374) in eight months in 
online program offered by 
Tennessee Technology Cen-
ter at Elizabethton. Details 
www.TTCElizabethton.edu, 
1-888-986-2366 or email: 
patricia.roark@ttcelizabeth 
ton.edu. (CAL*SCAN)

 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

157)APT/DUPLEX/HOUSE/
RENTALS

LIVERMORE - 
Nice 1 Bedroom Duplex  

Handy Location 
 Appointment      Only  

1-510-889-0723
 Leave Message

GOT A HOUSE fOR RENT? 
Let the 33,000 households/
businesses that receive The 
Independent know about it. 
To place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOkING fOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES fOR SALE 

70+ CALIfORNIA bank-
owned homes sell ing by 
auction November 29th - 
December 4th. Don’t miss 
this sale! Get all the details 
at www.CaHouseAuction.
com or call 1-866-504-0811. 
(CAL*SCAN)
By advertising with The In-
dependent you reachover 
33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your message. 
To place an ad, call Barbara 
at 925 243-8000
165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE Advertise with 
The Independent to reach 
over 33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your message. 
To place your ad, call Barbara 
925 243-8000
172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
Of STATE
20 ACRE RANCHES ONLY 

$99/month. $0 Down, 
$12,900. Great Deal!  

Near El Paso, Texas. Owner 
financing, No Credit Checks. 

Money Back Guarantee. 
Map/Pictures.  

1-800-343-9444. 
(CAL*SCAN)

By Advertising with The 
Independent you can reach 

over 33,000 homes and 
businesses with your ad 

message. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000 to place an ad.

SERVICES  

177)BUSINESS SERVICES

ADVERTISE YOUR HOME, 

property or business for sale 
in 240 California newspapers. 
Reach over 6 million readers 
for ONLY $550! Call this 
newspaper or visit: www.CAL-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE YOUR JOB 
Opening in 240 California 
newspapers. Reach over 
6 million readers for ONLY 
$550! Call this newspaper 
or visit: www.Cal-SCAN.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

181)fINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Cash for your 
structures settlement or annu-
ity payments. Call J.G. Wen-
tworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT 
(1-866-738-8536). Rated A+ 
by the Better Business Bu-
reau. (CAL*SCAN)

NEED CASH NOW? Did you 
carry back a NOTE for prop-
erty sold? We buy NOTES 
secured by Real Estate, 
Top $ Offer! Call for a Free 
Quote Today! 408-234-2354. 
(CAL*SCAN)

185)SCHOOLS/EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!  FREE 
Brochure.  Call Now!  1-
866-562-3650 ext. 60 www.
S o u t h E a s t e r n H S . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from Home. *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Paralegal, *Criminal 
Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer avail-
able. Financial Aid if quali-
fied. SCHEV certified. Call 
888-210-5162 www.Centura.
us.com (CAL*SCAN)

195)T IMESHARES/RE-
SORTS

SELL/RENT Your TIME-
SHARE for CASH!!! Our 
Guaranteed Services will Sell/
Rent Your Unused Timeshare 
for CASH! Over $78 Million 
Dollars offered in 2009! www.
SellaTimeshare.com (877) 
554-2098 (CAL*SCAN)

Marketing Your Home 
over the Holidays

By Cher Wollard
In many parts of the country, selling a home in late Fall and early 

winter can be a challenge – especially if you still live in it.  
Dreary, cold weather and the end-of-the-year holidays can keep 

buyers away and heighten fears of your home staying on the market 
longer than expected. 

We in the Bay Area are fortunate – our winters are generally 
mild, and the cold, rainy weather doesn’t begin until after the New 
Year.

Common wisdom says that the real estate sales year starts in late 
January or early February.  Indeed, the first months of the year have 
historically signaled the start of escalating buyer interest, running 
through about mid-June.

But sometimes there are good reasons to market property in the 
“off season.”  Perhaps you are being transferred out of the area and 
are expected to report to your new job within the next few months. 
Maybe you have an opportunity to purchase your dream home, but 
first have to sell your current house. Or your property may already 
be on the market, and you are deciding whether to keep it on over 
the holidays or “take a break” until January.

Each situation is different, and you will want to discuss options 
with your Realtor to determine what the best sales plan is for your 
individual property, but marketing a home over the holidays can 
offer its own set of advantages and concerns.

• Low inventory means less competition
Fewer homes are put up for sale – and many sellers choose to 

take existing inventory off the market – in November and December.  
There is less to choose from, thus less competition for buyers.  

That means you need to be a serious seller: price it right, keep 
it looking good, make it accessible for viewing.

• More serious buyers
There may be fewer buyers out looking, but the ones who are 

tend to be serious about purchasing a home. No looky lous. No 
wannabes who can’t afford to buy.

The folks touring properties and visiting open houses over the 
holidays are the folks who intended to buy now. Otherwise they 
would be at the mall or spending time with their families, like 
everyone else. 

• Decorations, scents and lighting
If you are still living in the property, add a little holiday spirit. 

Don’t overdo it, of course, but a few bright touches can make your 
house feel like home to a buyer. 

“Scale down on decorations,” Natalie Swanson, a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, advises her clients. “You cannot sac-
rifice getting your holiday decorations out there – you are living in 
the home – but just don’t go crazy.”

Days are short and sometimes overcast, so adding festive lights 
is nice.  But don’t illuminate the entire neighborhood with your 
extravagant show.

Light a fire in the fireplace – or fill it with lit candles – to provide 
a sense of warmth, especially on a chilly day. Mildly scented candles 
in a woodsy or cinnamon fragrance, is inviting.

Whether it’s a tastefully decorated tree, a handsome menorah, 
Diwali lanterns or a colorful Eid banner, keep it simple. You don’t 
want to overwhelm a potential buyer with your traditions. You want 
them to envision the house decorated according to their customs 
and beliefs. 

If you’re not certain you have hit the right balance, consult with 
your Realtor. He or she may also recommend you meet  with a 
stager, who can suggest ways to make your property appealing to 
potential buyers.

• Accessibility
One problem for many sellers over the holidays is keeping the 

property accessible for viewing without disrupting family events.
Make sure your agent knows your plans. He or she can put a 

note on the MLS, or simply inform buyers’ agents, if a particular 
day or time is inconvenient for you. But try to be flexible. If your 
home is on the market over the holidays, you have to be prepared 
for showings.

Perhaps a few scheduled open houses will work well for you and 
your agent. Believe it or not, successful open houses can be held 
even on the weekends after Thanksgiving and Christmas. You may 
not get huge numbers of visitors, but those who come are likely to 
be serious buyers. 

• Tailor Your Marketing Plan to the Season
If your home has been on the market for several months, it’s 

probably time to change your sales approach.
Your asking price may be too high for the current market. The 

comparative marketing analysis your agent provided in the summer 
is now out of date. 

“The ideal list price is the best sales tool – in any season,” 
Swanson says.

If you are just now going on the market, your agent will consider 
time of year when calculating the right price point for your property. 
Either way, he or she will compare your home with similar homes 
sold in the last few months.

If the marketing materials your agent created – flyers, websites, 
etc. — show your home in full summer bloom, you may want to ask 
that they be updated to include a few more recent shots. This doesn’t 
mean do away with those sunny-day photographs with green trees 
and bright flowers, just add a little holiday spirit to the mix.

Staying on top of winter maintenance and chores is vital. Keep 
the gutters and walkways clear of leaves. Make sure the furnace is in 
working order, then keep the house at a comfortable temperature. 

Put a mat out and maybe an umbrella stand, so visitors don’t 
track water on the carpet in inclement weather.

Then take yourself on a tour of your home. Start at one end and 
work your way through the entire house. 

Is it warm, inviting and uncluttered? Are all repairs completed? 
Buyers will see what you see, through even more critical eyes. 

If your property is comfortable and attractive, and priced ap-
propriately, it can sell even over the holidays.

Gov Hutchinson to Speak 
at R.E.A.L. Meeting

Gov Hutchinson, the assistant general counsel and staff vice 
president of the California Association of Realtors, is guest speaker 
at this week’s real estate marketing meeting.

Hutchinson manages C.A.R.’s Member Legal Services Pro-
gram in Los Angeles, advising Realtors through its “Hotline” on 
all aspects of real estate law. He also trains and supervises other 
“Hotline” attorneys. 

The Real Estate Alliance of Livermore gathers Thursday morn-
ings at the First Street Alehouse, 2086 First Street, Livermore. 
Doors open at 8 a.m. for networking, followed by the meeting from 
8:30-9:30 a.m.

The meeting is open to all Realtors and affiliates who do business 
in Livermore. Cost is $4. Refreshments are provided.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Prudential California Realty, Livermore.
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By Patricia Koning
On a recent Monday evening, 

the Girl Scouts cabin near Junc-
tion Avenue Middle School was 
a whirlwind of activity as the 
five members of the Tri-Val-
ley Robotics team prepared for 
Saturday’s FIRST LEGO League 
(FLL) Qualifying Tournament in 
Livermore. 

In this year’s challenge, Body 
Forward, FLL teams must pro-
gram their robots to complete 
missions such as repairing a bro-
ken bone, destroying bad cells, 
installing a pacemaker, inserting 
a stent, and auto dispensing medi-
cine. The teams must also present 
an innovative biomechanical 
engineering solution to a medical 
problem for the project side of the 
competition. 

“We’ve got six or seven tasks 
completed,” said Pallavi Joshi, 
an eighth grader at Pleasanton’s 
Harvest Park Middle School. “So 
between now and the tournament, 
we work like crazy to master as 
many of the other tasks as we 
can.” 

This will be third year of 
competing in FLL for team mem-
bers Grace Wilkins and Kristin 
Young, both eighth graders at 
the Livermore Valley Charter 
School (LVCS). The other team 
members are LVCS seventh-
grader Megan Kalantar and Har-
vest Park seventh-grader Sahiba 
Nagpal. “We’re definitely using 
more strategy,” said Wilkins. 
“We understand what we are do-
ing now. The first year we were 
just amazed at what all the other 
teams could do.”

In their first tournament, the 
Tri-Valley Robotics team came 
in 34th out of 36 teams. Last 
year they placed well enough 
to advance onto a regional tour-
nament. However, the team 
members aren’t expecting past 
success to guarantee good for-
tune on Saturday. “Anything can 
happen,” commented Wilkins. 
“You’ll have something working 
perfectly, and then it’s not. It hap-
pens all the time, but sometimes 
it’s good because by redoing your 

robot’s programming, you can 
make it better.”

Gary Mansfield, one of the 
team’s coaches, has three rules 
for robotics: 1) The robots do 
what you tell them to do, not 
what you want them to do: 2) Any 
robot that works is better than one 
that doesn’t; and 3) If it was easy, 
anyone would do it. 

Rule number two was proven 
in last year’s FLL tournament. 
“Tri-Valley Robotics had made 
a simple robot, so they were 
discouraged when they got to 
the competition and saw how 
complicated other teams’ robots 
were,” he stated. “However, in 
the competition, some of those 
fancy robots failed completely 
while their simple robot per-
formed very well.”

Across town at Our Savior 
Lutheran School, the Flaming 
Flamingos are more concerned 
about the project than the ro-
botics missions. “The skit is 
definitely harder,” says seventh-
grader Josh Frazier. 

To help get the team started 
on the project, coach Anna Maria 
Bailey invited a biomedical sci-
entist from Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory (LLNL) 
to speak with them about the 
field of biomedical engineer-
ing. The rookie team of Frazier, 
seventh-grader Eli Scharnitzke, 
sixth-grader Brad Bailey, and 
sixth-grader Christian Johansson 
decided to focus on hip replace-
ment solutions. 

Like Tri-Valley Robotics, the 
Flaming Flamingos were hard 
at work perfecting their robots’ 
ability to execute the missions. 
Less than two weeks before the 
competition, they thought they 
had three, maybe four missions 
completed. “We’re keeping an 
open mind about the competition. 
It’s their first time, so we really 
don’t know what to expect,” said 
Bailey, an electrical engineer at 
LLNL. “This team works very 
well together.”

The team has been meeting 
twice a week since the start of 

the school year, one day to work 
on the robots and the other day to 
work on the skit. Again like the 
Tri-Valley Robotics, they’ve had 
their share of frustration. “It takes 
so many retries,” declared Brad 
Bailey. “Every time it matters, 
the robot fails.”

Despite the setbacks, the 
Flaming Flamingos are having 
a great time preparing for the 
tournament. “This is awesome 
because it combines legos and 
programming, two totally cool 
things,” says Frazier. “Everything 
depends on programming—every 
machine we use like microwaves 
and telephones.”

The Flaming Flamingos are 
one of two rookie teams at Our 
Savior Lutheran.   The school’s 
other, younger team of Alex and 
Nathan Frazier, Alex Jorgensen, 
and Marieke Moyers competed 
in a tournament in Cupertino on 
Nov. 13.

That same day, the Liverbots—
Bridgette and Shannon Meyer 
and Jacqueline and Annemarie 
Arnold—won the championship 
award at the Google Headquar-
ters tournament. 

With that win, the Liverbots 
will advance to one of three sec-
ondary tournaments in Northern 
California. At the Livermore FLL 
qualifying tournament, the top 
three teams based on advance-
ment criteria will move onto a 
secondary tournament. 

The Livermore FLL qualify-
ing tournament will be held at 
Our Savior Lutheran, 1385 South 
Livermore Avenue, on Saturday, 
Nov. 20 from approximately 9:30 
am to 5 pm. The event is free of 
charge and members of the public 
are welcome to attend.  “This is 
a competition, but it’s also about 
spreading the word about robot-
ics in Livermore,” said Melanie 
Young, another coach for Tri-Val-
ley Robotics. “I hope that people 
will come and see why robotics 
is so exciting.”

For more information on FLL, 
visit www.norcalfll.org or www.
usfirst.org. 

Robotics Teams Prepare for Saturday’s 
FIRST LEGO League Tournament in Livermore

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The school’s younger team, the Lionbots, of Nathan and Alex frazier, Alex Jorgensen, and Marieke 
Moyers competed in a tournament in Cupertino on Nov. 13. In the photo, they are trying to figure 
out how to make their robot accomplish another task. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The flaming flamingos team of Josh frazier,  Christian Johansson, Brad Bailey and Eli Scharnitzke 
concentrates on solving one of the problems with their robot in preparation for this weekend's 
competition.

years working at the district. He 
began his career as a park ranger 
working in seven regional parks, 
moving to the Planning & Design 
Department as a resource analyst, 
and then to the Land Acquisition 
Department as the trail special-
ist. He later became Chief of 
Land and Trail Planning before 
becoming an Assistant General 
Manager in 1990. 

O’Brien stated, “The choice of 
Bob Doyle is an excellent selec-
tion. Bob’s extensive experience 
in the overall operations of the 
Park District and his experience 
in governmental and legislative 
affairs render a continuation and 
enhancement of the strong tradi-
tions of the general managers 
who have lead this agency.”

The seven-member board of 
directors selected Doyle from 
among several internal candi-
dates after an extensive review 
and interview process. “I ap-
plaud the Board on establishing 
a thorough review process for 
the selection of our next general 
manager. Certainly there were 
well experienced candidates 
for the Board to consider,” said 
O’Brien, who has served the 
agency for 22 years and has 
become a nationally recognized 
leader in park and recreation and 
special district industries.

Board members stressed that 
Doyle was chosen for his exten-
sive land acquisition and man-
agement experience, along with 
his strong planning background 
and vision for the future of the 
park district.

Doyle’s achievements at the 
Park District include author-
ing expenditure plans for both 
the $500 million Measure WW 
Regional Open Space, Wildlife, 
Shoreline and Parks Bond Exten-
sion approved by voters in 2008, 
and the earlier Measure AA ap-
proved in 1988. He developed the 
master plan for the park district’s 
multi-use urban trail system, 
which was the recent recipient 
of a $10.2 million U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation Grant. 
Doyle was the lead negotiator 
for a partnership with the Contra 
Costa County Habitat Conser-
vation Plan that has resulted in 
thousands of acres of preserved 
open space in East Contra Costa 
County in the past three years.

Doyle said that he is quite 

humbled and honored to be 
selected as the new general 
manager. “Pat O’Brien is a tough 
act to follow. He’s led us well, 
creating a strong sense of integ-
rity and purpose in fulfilling our 
mission to the public. I thank 
the Board for this opportunity. 
I know the caliber of the other 
three candidates was outstanding. 
They are all leaders with a deep 
commitment to the District, and 
the Board couldn’t have had an 
easy decision.”

Doyle is a founding member 

of Save Mt. Diablo, a nonprofit 
land trust and conservation or-
ganization. As Board President, 
he led the organization from 
1,000 to 5,000 members. He 
also was a board member of the 
Bay Area Open Space Council, 
and a founding board member 
of the Bay Area Ridge Trail 
Council, and was appointed to 
the first Board of Directors of the 
Agricultural - Natural Resources 
Trust of Contra Costa County. He 
has received industry recognition 
including a Mountain Star Award 

from Save Mt. Diablo (2002) and 
a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from California Trails and Gre-
enways (2010).

He attended Diablo Valley 
College, San Francisco State 
University, and Saint Mary’s Col-
lege in Moraga. In addition, he 
completed continuing education 

courses at University of Califor-
nia at Davis, the International 
Right of Way Association, and 
the National Park and Recreation 
Association. He is a resident of 
Walnut Creek and was born and 
raised in Contra Costa County.

The East Bay Regional Park 

District is the largest regional 
park district in the nation with 
65 parks, over 100,000 acres 
of parkland, and 1,100 miles of 
trails. It operates in Alameda 
and Contra Costa counties with 
a population of over 2.5 million 
residents east of San Francisco.

DOYLE
(continued from page one)
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By Patricia Koning 
High school students read many books in their literature 

classes. How many of those students get to meet the authors 
of the books they’ve studied? On Tuesday, Nov. 9, students 
in Maria Elena Ventura’s Spanish for Spanish Speakers 
class had that chance when William C. Gordon paid a visit 
to Granada High School. Earlier this year, they read his 
mystery novel El Rey de los Bajos Fondos and excerpts 
from his other writing. 

He presented a short talk to Spanish for Spanish Speak-
ers students and other Spanish students at Granada, as well 
as many parents and Las Positas College Spanish students. 
He shared with the audience his experiences as a child, 
growing up in a Mexican ghetto of Los Angeles, speaking 
mostly Spanish. 

“In spite of many obstacles, I’ve done a lot of things 
based on my daydreams,” he said. “In high school, I real-
ized I was in danger of becoming another statistic of failure. 
So I lobbied to get into harder classes. Then I daydreamed 
about making the school a better place for all students, not 

Author William C. Gordon 
Visits Granada High School

just the top achievers and gringos. My junior year I ran for 
student council and won. Then I daydreamed about going 
to a good college.”

He described how as a child, he sought refuge in the local 
library from gangs of kids who wanted to beat him up. “It 
was half way home. If I ran fast enough, I could make it into 
the library ahead of them,” he said. “So I ran to the library 
every day after school. Knowledge became my escape.”  

Gordon attended U.C. Berkeley, where he studied English 
literature and became involved in student politics. After a 
short stint in the Army, he attended Hastings Law School 
(U.C. San Francisco) and practiced law for over 45 years, 
representing Hispanics throughout California. 

Becoming a writer, said Gordon, was the last dream he 
accomplished. In 1987, he married the Chilean writer Isabel 
Allende, who turned his life story into her 1993 novel The 
Infinite Plan and encouraged him to write mystery novels. 
While Gordon writes in English, his books have never been 
published in English, only in Spanish and other European 
languages.

“With everything I’ve done, I’ve never been alone. I’ve 
always sought a master to teach me the ropes of whatever 
I was doing,” he said. “A master could be anyone, it could 

even be a book. A master is the thing that will guide you 
until you become masters yourselves.”

Gordon then took questions from the audience, ranging 
from his favorite color (blue) to his biggest inspiration (his 
father) to the favorite place he’s traveled (California) to why 
he wanted to become a lawyer. “I saw people being treated 
unfairly, mostly Mexican immigrants,” he said. “They re-
ally were the laboring arm of Los Angeles, but they had no 
political rights.”

After the talk, Gordon had lunch with Ventura’s Spanish 
for Spanish Speakers class. Parents of students in the class, 
many of whom Ventura said were more excited about his 
visit than their children, prepared the lunch.

“I hope my students can draw inspiration from him,” 
said Ventura. “He was disadvantaged as a kid and now he’s 
a huge success. Plus, they get to meet an author they’ve 
studied in class.”

Ventura, who describes herself as a huge fan of both 
Gordon and Allende’s work, approached him after a reading 
he gave several months ago. “I thought, if you don’t ask, it 
doesn’t happen. So I just asked if he’d be willing to come 
speak to my students,” she said. 

For more information on William C. Gordon, visit www.
williamcgordon.com. 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Author William C. Gordon talked to students at Granada 
High school.
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Five musical events celebrating 
the fanciful genius of romantic 
composer Robert Schumann will 
be held at the Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter in Pleasanton. 

A variety of events are planned 
from 2 to 8 p.m. on Sat., Nov. 20.

Note: the time listed for the 
lecture in last week's Indepen-
dent was incorrect. The lecture 
begins at 2 p.m.

They include a lecture by Rob 
Lappa, Las Positas College Choir 
Director (2 p.m.); a Young Artist re-
cital in select works by Schumann 
(2:45 p.m.); a chamber music 
sampler featuring the Fairy Tales, 
op. 132 and the Piano Quartet, op. 
47 (4 p.m.); the fun and spirited 
Song Cycle Spanisches Liederspiel 
op. 74 (5 p.m.); and a recital by 
Georgian pianist Tamriko Siprash-
vili performing Childhood Scenes, 
op. 15, and the Piano Quintet op. 
44 (7 p.m.).

Youth performers are Fiona 
Thendean, Robert Nguyen, An-
drew Yeung, Vivian Sung, Dana 
Zhu, Grace Lu, Elizabeth Wellen-
dorf, Alisa Palma, Caitlin Chen, 
Louisa Sharp, Jane Wu and Mary-
ann Gong.

Local musicians Joseph Bon-
figlio, clarinet, Cecilia Huang, 
violin, Betsy London, viola, Gay 
Dunn, cello and Priscilla Carter 
Granger and Danielle Naler, piano 
will be featured in the chamber 
music presentation. 

Performing at 5 p.m. will be so-
prano Sarah Franklin, mezzo Lisa 
Scarborough, tenor Keith Perry 
and baritone Steve Rogino (the 
last three are soloists with the San 
Francisco Chorus), accompanied 
by pianist Danielle Naler.

Tamriko Siprashvili will be 
joined on stage by friends Neysis 
Rangel, Victor Lin, Helene Gro-
tans and Pawel Walerowsky, who 
perform as the Vibo Quartet.

Events are priced separately. 
Ticket prices range from $10 for a 
single event to $32, for the whole 
festival. The opening lecture is 
free to all who purchase tickets to 
at least one event. For more infor-
mation and tickets, please go to 
www.firehousearts.org. For phone 
orders, please call (925) 931-4848. 
Firehouse Arts Center is located at 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.

High school seniors have been 
selected to serve as new Poets 
Laureate. Vivian Tsai of Foothill 
High School and Mitch Grimes of 
Amador Valley High School are the 
new Teen Poets Laureate. Noelle 
Malindzak, also of Amador Valley 
High School, serves as Teen Poet 
Laureate-Community Programs.

“This year we selected the teens 
from an outstanding pool of junior 
and senior candidates at Pleasanton 
high schools,” stated Pleasanton 
Poet Laureate Deborah Grossman. 
“We have added the position of 
Teen Poet Laureate-Community 
Programs to broaden our program’s 
reach to more teens who are inter-
ested in writing and to coordinate 
community teen poetry programs 
with the Teen Poets Laureate and 
literary groups at both Amador 
Valley and Foothill High Schools. 
Noelle will partner with Mark 
Duncanson, City of Pleasanton 
senior recreation program specialist 
for teen programs, to develop teen 
Open Mic and other events.”

Vivian Tsai came to Pleasanton 

The Las Positas College Mu-
sic Department has announced 
a Solo Piano Competition for 
young artists, ages 14 through 24. 
The winner will perform George 
Gershwin’s, “Rhapsody in Blue” at 
the May 4, 2011 Orchestra Concert 
as part of the inaugural season for 
the new Barbara Fracisco Mertes 
Center for the Arts.

“We are excited to announce 

Pleasanton Selects Three 
New Teen Poets Laureate

from Taiwan, where she entered 
Pleasanton Middle School in the 
seventh grade as a student in the 
English Language Learners pro-
gram. During the eighth grade, 
she transferred to standard English 
classes and wrote her first poem 
in English. She said, “Through 
poetry and literature, we are able 
to see not only the reflection of 
ourselves, but also that of the outer 
world. Writing makes everything 
more beautiful, even the painful 
parts of life.”

Vivian is active in the We the 
People program and the DECA 
business club at Foothill and is a 
member of the Foothill Science 
Olympiad.

Mitch Grimes has written po-
etry since the sixth grade when he 
also began playing guitar. He is the 
leader and songwriter of his band, 
“Unholy Grail.” Grimes attended 
Mohr Elementary and Harvest Park 
Middle Schools and supports vari-
ous community service programs 
throughout the year. He declared, 
“As Teen Poet Laureate, I want to 

show students how writing can be 
a great way to release feelings by 
putting them down on paper.”

Noelle Malindzak is a native 
Pleasantonian who attended Alisal 
Elementary and Harvest Park 
Middle School. She participates 
in golf, soccer and basketball and 
is a Pleasanton Youth Commis-
sioner as well as a participant in 
the DECA business club and other 
programs. Writing is an important 
outlet for her. “Writing is a way 
for me to take a break from social 
drama and courses like calculus 
and physics and reflect on my day 
and relax with a poem. I want to 
increase the number of kids who 
know about the different events 
and get people excited about po-
etry and the literary arts.”

Grossman concluded, “We look 
forward to hearing their poetry and 
seeing how Mitch, Vivian and No-
elle inspire Pleasanton students.”

The purpose of the Teen Poet 
Laureate program is to promote 
writing among students at their 
high schools and beyond. The 

Teen Poets Laureate will also 
make occasional visits to schools 
in the Pleasanton Unified School 
District with the Pleasanton Poet 
Laureate. The Teen Poets Laureate 
also participate in the Pleasanton 
Poetry, Prose & Arts Festival in 
March and help plan community-
wide poetry programs during the 
school year.

The teens are chosen from 
junior and senior applicants in 
good standing at Pleasanton Uni-
fied School District (PUSD) high 
schools. The selection was based 
on the quality of their essays about 
their goals for the program, their 
poems, their references, and their 
interviews. For information about 
the Poet Laureate program, con-
tact Michelle Russo at mrusso@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us or (925) 931-
4847 or Deborah Grossman at 
pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com. 
Additional information about the 
Poet Laureate program is available 
at http://firehousearts.org/pro-
grams/literary-arts.

 

this competition as part of our 
celebration of the new arts building 
and our growing orchestra, which 
is part of the expanding instrumen-
tal music program,” said Music 
Instructor Mary Campbell. She 
noted that she and Music instructor 
Cindy Rosefield are collaborating 
on the competition project. 

The application deadline is Feb-
ruary 10, 2011. The selection will 

take place in February. To request 
application forms and information, 
please contact Music instructor 
Mary Campbell, mcampbell@
laspositascollege.edu, (925) 424-
1118.

Las Positas College offers an 
Associate in Arts Degree in Mu-
sic, which provides a foundation 
for further study, and a Certificate 
in Piano Pedagogy, which pre-

pares pianists for teaching private 
students. Courses in the Music 
Department are designed to ful-
fill the needs of music majors, 
professional musicians, and those 
whose interest is vocational or 
recreational.

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore. 

 

Musical 
Celebration of 

Robert Schumann

College Acception Entries Solo Piano Competition for Young Artists

Vivian Tsai                                         Noelle Malindzak                            Mitch Grimes
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4th Street Studio invites writers 
to read and listeners to listen at its 
monthly Saturday Salon on Satur-
day November 20 at 7:30 p.m. 

4th Street Studio is located at 
2235 Fourth Street in Livermore. 
Everyone has up to ten minutes to 
read. The public is welcome.

This month’s salon is “An 
Imaginary Gardens with Real 
Toads Kind of Night” to celebrate 
the American poet and writer Mari-
anne Moore (November 15, 1887 
– February 5, 1972). Moore won 
the Pulitzer Prize, the National 
Book Award, and the Bollingen 
Prize for her Collected Poems 
(1951). She had very strong ideas 
about poetry, saying “Poetry is the 
art of creating imaginary gardens 

Pacific Chamber 
Symphony 
Announces 

Messiah Soloists
Pacific Chamber Symphony 

heralds the holiday season at 
Livermore’s Bankhead Theater 
with a performance of Handel’s 
Messiah. The performance features 
four accomplished soloists: Marnie 
Breckenridge, Erin Neff, Thomas 
Glenn and Torlef Borsting. 

American soprano Marnie 
Breckenridge’s pure and supple 
voice, excellent musicianship, 
effervescent personality and dra-
matic intensity have rapidly estab-
lished her as a rising young artist. 
Equally active in both opera and 
concert performance, she made her 
San Francisco Davies Symphony 
Hall debut singing the soprano 
solos in Handel’s Messiah under 
Michael Barrett.  

Mezzo-soprano Erin Neff’s 
dynamic performance abilities 
and radiant sound have earned 
her the veneration of her musical 
peers and made her an audience 
favorite throughout the country.  
Local audiences will remember 
Neff from her role as Cherubino 
in the Livermore Valley Opera 
production of “The Marriage of 
Figaro” last spring.

Tenor Thomas Glenn began his 
solo career singing the Evangelist 
roles in the St. Matthew and St. 
John Passions of J.S. Bach and 
continues to sing concert engage-
ments with institutions like The 
Cleveland Orchestra, Atlanta Sym-
phony, the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra of Canada, Colorado 
Symphony, Berkeley Symphony 
and Marin Symphony. He is a 
recent graduate of the prestigious 
Adler Fellowship program at San 
Francisco Opera. 

Hawaii born baritone Torlef 
Borsting’s voice has been hailed 
as “heroic” and “wonderfully rich 
and warm” while his stage persona 
was lauded as “bigger than life” 
and “rakishly handsome.” Borst-
ing appears courtesy of Opera San 
Jose, as a member of their resident 
artist program.

The performance will also 
feature a 50-voice chorus, under 
the direction of Los Positas choral 
director Robert Lappa.

The performance will be at 
8:00 on Friday, December 3, at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore. 
Tickets are $39/$34/$29 for adults, 
and $7 for students, and can be pur-
chased by phone at 925.583.2310 
or online at www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org/calendar. 

The Livermore Lithophiles 
Gem and Mineral Society will host 
its annual Lithorama on Sat., Nov. 
20 and Sun., Nov. 21 at The Barn 
in Livermore.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. The Barn is located at 
3131 Pacific Ave.

Entry fee is $5 for adults with 

The art of capoeira (pronounced 
ka-poo-eyh-da) will be dem-
onstrated as ABADA-Capoeira 
performs at the Pleasanton Public 
Library on Saturday, November 20 
beginning at 3:00 pm. 

Developed by African slaves in 
Brazil to fight for their freedom, its 
combative purpose was concealed 
through music, song and dance. It 
is now an internationally respected 
art that combines self-defense, 
acrobatics and music in a rhythmic 
dialogue of body, mind and spirit. 
Join us as we welcome them for the 
first time to Pleasanton!

This performance is part of the 
library’s ongoing Dance & Sing 
Around the World series, celebrat-
ing the many cultures which make 
up the Pleasanton community. 

These free programs are open to 
all ages. No registration is required. 
For information on these and other 
family events, visit the library web-
site at www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/li-
brary/programs-and-events.html 
or call the Children’s Desk at (925) 
931-3400 ext. 8.

 
 

free weekend re-entry with stamped 
hand. Children, age 12 and under, 
are admitted free with an adult.

Displays will include cabo-
chons, jewelry, minerals, fossils, 
freeform cabochons and more. 
There will be a “Glow Room,” 
featuring a display of fluorescent 
rocks and minerals.

Various dealers will offer min-

erals, jewelry, lapidary slabs, beads 
and more.

There will be demonstrations 
faceting, beading, and freeform 
carving. As in the past, there will 
be a silent hourly auction of miner-
als and lapidary material.

For information, go to www.
lithophiles.com.

 

with real toads.” On the other hand, 
she rejected labels, “I see no reason 
for calling my work poetry except 
that there is no other category in 
which to put it.”

4th Street Studio’s Saturday 
Salons invites writers of all kinds, 
no matter what they call their work, 
to present their words to others. 
The Salons provide an opportu-
nity for writers to read their work 
aloud — so they can hear how it 

sounds, and so others can listen to 
what they have written. All literary 
forms are welcome: fiction, liter-
ary non-fiction, memoir, poetry, 
monologues, and short dramatic 
works.

Bring a nosh and something to 
drink to share.

The salons, now in their seventh 
year, are held on the third Saturday 
of each month at 4th Street Studio, 
2235 Fourth Street.

 

Gem and Mineral Show at The Barn in 
Livermore This Weekend

Saturday Salon Theme Around Marianne Moore

ABADA-
Capoeira Demo 

at Library

Thomas Glenn

Torlef Borsting

Marnie Breckenridge

Erin Neff
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By Susan Steinberg
It’s a GGT – a guaranteed good 

time when Ken Ross presents 
a show at Las Positas College. 
His current production, “Much 
Ado About Nothing,” is his latest 
entertainment to delight Valley 
audiences.

A traditionally popular play in 
Shakespeare’s canon, it combines 
the common theme of young love 
and cruelly-wronged innocence 
with the crack and sparkle of a 
witty battle of the sexes.

Since before Chaucer’s time, 
audiences were regularly treated 
to variations of the “suffering 
maiden” story, familiar in “The 
Canterbury Tales” narrative of 
Patient Griselda. A lady who is 
unjustly suspected, accused, re-
viled, exiled, or even murdered 
appears in many of Shakespeare’s 
works, from “A Winter’s Tale” to 
“Othello.”

In “Much Ado,” the innocent 
young woman is Hero, played by 
a winsomely sweet Christina Ruth-
erford. She is wooed and won by 
the lovestruck nobleman Claudio 
in the first few scenes of the play. 
“Too easy,” sophisticated audience 
members will think, and, of course, 
they are correct. (As the Bard him-
self put it, “The course of true love 
never did run smooth.”)

Popular LVC actor Sean Cullen 
rings the changes in the course of 
this love, from worshipping Hero 
as a goddess of perfection to pain-
fully rejecting her as false and 
wanton. Discovering that he has 
been misled, he is all tearful con-
trition at her supposed death, only 
to be given a rare second chance 
at happiness.

 It is a beautiful transition from 
the giddy transports of first love 
and impulsive youthful passion 
to the sobered and mature com-
mitment to life-long fidelity of a 
sadder, wiser man.

Hero’s father, the noble Le-
onato, is given the difficult role 
of believing the worst about his 
beloved child, excoriating her 
in public, and, in his grief, even 
threatening her life. He must show 
his painfully-conflicted parental 
love, unforgiving rage, and then 
the remorse of a doting heart to his 
unfairly-wounded daughter.

 Veteran actor Timothy Acker-

Review

LPC's Guaranteed Good Time

man gives a raw, emotionally hon-
est portrayal of a father in agony, 
as well as a desperate old man 
willing to risk his life to avenge 
his dishonored child.

The villainous Don John, the 
play’s Iago, is given a darkly glow-
ering menace by a skulking Jona-
than Baer. A scheming Boracchio, 
author of the slander that destroys 
Hero’s wedding, is a delightfully 
slimy Mac Meger, the character 
you most love to hate (until he 
repents, with seeming sincerity).

Not content with this well-worn 
scenario, Shakespeare added one 
of the liveliest couples in literature: 
the barbed-wit Benedick and his 
feisty counterpart Beatrice. They 
became so popular through the 
centuries that many musical com-
positions based on their characters 
have graced both symphony halls 
and opera stages.

Unlike “Taming of The Shrew,” 
in which Petrucchio sets out to 
master his intended bride Kate, 
as if gentling a wild animal, this 
script sets two similar brains in a 
well-matched duel of words. Each 
is determined to out-face the other, 

and both are outspokenly adamant 
in their determination to remain 
single.

Of course, the audience under-
stands from the outset that this 
“odd couple” is fated to be mated, 
and watching their convoluted 
paths and grudging steps toward 
marriage is the true highlight of 
the play.

A matchless Bryant Hoex, 
seen in many fine roles for Shake-
speare’s Associates, is an outstand-
ing Benedick. Playing the part with 
his voice, face, and entire body, he 
covers the trajectory from scornful 
bachelor to raving lover, and even 
noble defender of a lady’s honor.

No one could keep from laugh-
ing while watching his squirming 
and sliding around the floor as he 
eavesdrops on his friends’ staged 
conversation. Or when he turns 
into a madly passionate romantic 
upon hearing of Beatrice’s sup-
posed love for him. A master 
of comic grimaces, shamefaced 
smiles, and painfully determined 
conviction, Hoex endears himself 
at every turn to an appreciative 

audience.
His Beatrice, a spirited Kara 

Penrose, is a fine match for his 
initial insults, and gives as good 
as she gets in their verbal sparring, 
showing something of Kate’s con-
trariness, but none of her outright 
vicious temper. From the start, this 
is a battle she relishes rather than 
resists, and is obviously going to 
keep up spirited banter in a mar-
riage of intellectual equals – a truly 
feminist ending.

A softer side, shown in her grief 
over Cousin Hero’s undeserved 
disgrace, gives a much more sym-
pathetic picture of a woman still 
warm and loving under her guise 
of outward disdain and bitterness. 
There is no doubt that hers will 
be a happy union of two mature 
adults, an interesting juxtaposi-
tion with the young lovers Hero 
and Claudio.

For this plum pudding of a 
play, Shakespeare created two 
of his most memorable “low” 
comedians, Dogberry and Verges, 
played by Louie Heseman and 
Terra Balbuena. As Constable 

Dogberry, Heseman is a show all 
by himself. A pompous, foolish old 
man charged with setting the night 
watch, he is the original father 
of all malapropisms, long before 
Mrs. Malaprop's appearance on the 
Restoration stage.

Each of his many errors is a 
delicious truffle of mismatched 
verbiage. (My personal favorite: 
"Comparisons are odorous.")

Given a delightful 1890’s set-
ting, Ross’s production features 
ear-pleasing ragtime music, popu-
lar dances and costumes of the pe-
riod, and the strobe-light madness 
of an old-fashioned Keystone Kops 
sequence. 

All in all, it’s a fine show for 
the whole family, and an appealing 
introduction to many aspects of the 
Bard’s art. Romance, rage, villainy, 
comedy, and witty repartee are 
all showcased in this fine Black 
Box Theater production, the first 
in LPC’s new Barbara Fracisco 
Mertes Center for the Arts.

At a giveaway price of $12 gen-
eral and $8 students and seniors, 
this is a wonderful gift to Valley 
audiences, and a chance to revel in 
the ultimate wordsmith’s fabulous 
lines. (A personal favorite: “Speak 
low if you speak love.”)

An additional weekend as been 
added to the remaining perfor-
mances. The dates are Friday and 
Saturday, November 19, 20, 26 and 
27 at 8 PM, with Sunday matinees 
November 21 and 28 at 2 PM. 
Tickets may be purchased on line 
at www.brownpapertickets.com 
with the venue name Las Positas. 
For phone transactions call 1-800-
838-3006.

The new Performing Arts Cen-
ter of Las Positas College is the 
first building seen upon entering 
the campus, with convenient ad-
jacent parking lots available. BE 
SURE to purchase a $2 parking 
ticket from the machine located 
next to the building, or risk a cita-
tion from the unforgiving Traffic 
Police.

For more information on the 
show, access the LPC Performing 
Arts website at www.laspositas-
college.edu/performingarts. In-
formation can also be obtained by 
emailing kross@laspositascollege.
edu or calling 925-424-1166.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Pictured are (from left) Christina Rutherford as Hero, Bryant Hoex as Bendick and Sean Cullen as 
Claudio.
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Dar Williams, the celebrated 
writer, artist and Joan Baez pro-
tégé, who creates insightful, me-
lodic story-songs that preserve 
the integrity and emotion that 
have been hallmarks of her sound, 
comes to the Bankhead Theater 
in downtown Livermore for one 
performance only on Saturday, 
November 20 at 8 p.m. Since she 
began playing on the Northeast 
singer-songwriter circuit in the 
early ’90s, Williams’ songwriting 
has located the personal in such 
universal topics as politics, reli-
gion, sexuality and family.

On one level, the sizable body 
of work accumulated by Williams 
is a continuing narrative of her life 
- what she’s experienced and what 
she’s observed during her years of 
intensive touring. Throughout her 
career, Williams has employed a 
reporter’s keen eye and a fiction 
writer’s feel for nuance in the act of 
confronting what she’s described 
as “the big picture of how people 
approach life,” creating elegant, 
worldly songs by examining and 
illuminating the minute details.

In her work, she says, “There’s 
the true line of curiosity about 
living in this world, and I put an 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
guitarist Roger McGuinn will 
perform at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton on Sunday, 
November 28, at 7:30 p.m. 

McGuinn, along with Gene 
Clark and David Crosby, co-
founded the rock band The Byrds, 
one of the most influential bands of 
the 1960s. McGuinn was already 
a veteran musician, having toured 
and performed folk music with 
the Limeliters, Chad Mitchell 
Trio and Bobby Darin as guitarist 
and banjo player. He was also the 
musical director and guitarist for 
Judy Collins #3. 

Columbia Records signed The 
Byrds in January 1965 and they 
soon recorded their first number 
one hit, Mr. Tambourine Man. 
When The group disbanded in 
1973, the accomplished singer/
songwriter/musician McGuinn 
launched a successful solo career. 
He continues to tour audiences 
worldwide, entertaining with songs 
from his days with The Byrds and 
earlier. 

Today, McGuinn is determined 
to revive and keep alive the folk 
tradition that was so influential 
and inspirational to him. His Folk 
Den is a repository of traditional 
folk songs he has recorded, which 
are downloadable at no charge. 
McGuinn also shares his knowl-
edge of the history of the songs, 
creating a lesson in music and 

history, combined. In 2002 his 
“Treasures From The Folk Den,” a 
CD of favorite songs with includes 
duets with Pete Seeger, Joan Baez, 
Judy Collins, Odetta, Jean Ritchie, 
Josh White Jr. and Frank and Mary 
Hamilton was nominated for a in 
the category of “Best Traditional 
Folk Album.”

In 2004, McGuinn released 
“Limited Edition”, an eclectic 
blend of rock and roll, traditional 
folk music, new compositions and 
hip-hop, sold it only via the Inter-
net and at his live performances.  
He forged a unique promotional 
partnership with Emusic.com that 
led to the CD’s availability via 
iTunes, Msn.com, Rhapsody, and 

importance on observing things 
right now, which engages me. But 
my subject matter has changed 
over the years. Early on, I did a 
lot of quick sketches juxtaposing 
the different environments I found 
myself in. Now, as I get older, 
there’s more of a theme of what it 
means to root yourself and belong 
to something.”

Williams’ greatest gift as a 
writer is her ability to get inside the 
heads of her characters, no matter 
how removed their mindsets and 
values are from her own, doing so 
with consistent and sometimes sur-
prising compassion. “You do this 
because you love the characters,” 
she points out. “It’s my talent to 
continue to be interested in a lot of 
different kinds of people, and it’s 
my job to stay interested in what’s 
going on and not thinking that I 
have all the answers.”

At the core of Williams’ work 
is a belief in the innate ability of 
people to make a better world, 
the product of countless observa-
tions in her travels and conversa-
tions with her fans. If anything, 
her optimism has intensified as 
she’s crisscrossed America during 
the tough times of recent years. 

all of the major music sites and 
services. 

Tickets to the Roger McGuinn 
concert are adults-$25, $30 and 
$35; child-$12; senior-$30. They 
may be purchased online at www.
firehousearts.org up to three hours 
prior to the performance, by phone 
at (925) 931-4848 and in person 
at the Firehouse Arts Center Box 
Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to the 
performance. The entrance to the 
Firehouse Arts Center free parking 
lot is located on Spring Street, near 
First Street. 

 

“My big secret,” she says, with a 
twinkle in her eye, “is that we are 
gonna make it — but we’ll be the 
last to know.”

Dar Williams kicks off the 
Bankhead Theater’s 2010-11 Folk 
Music Series coming to the Liver-
more for one performance only on 
Saturday, November 20, 2010 at 
8pm. Tickets are $29 to $51 and 
$12 for students. Next up in the 
2010-11 LVPAC Presents season 
of world-class performers, on 
Tuesday, December 7th at 7:30 
p.m., is the young Jazz pianist, 
composer and two-time Grammy 
Award nominee Taylor Eigsti. Jazz 
great Dave Brubeck calls Eigsti 
“the most amazing talent I’ve ever 
come across.”

The Bankhead Theater is lo-
cated at 2400 First Street in Down-
town Livermore. The ticket office 
is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. To 
purchase tickets call 925-373-6800 
or visit the LVPAC website at 
www.bankheadtheater.org.

 

Hall of Fame Guitarist 
to Rock the Firehouse

Joan Baez Protégé 
Brings Story-Songs to 

the Bankhead

Dar Williams

Roger McGuinn
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By Nancy O’Connell
The Bay Area ensemble, the Til-

den Trio, performed at Livermore’s 
Bankhead Theater on Saturday 
night, November 13th. While they 
were still students at Julliard the 
three had played together numer-
ous times. In 2004 they formed the 
Tilden Trio. Sam Oliver, violinist, 
Peter Wyrick, cellist, and June 
Oh, pianist, have been in great 
demand as a trio ever since. The 
two men both play in the San 
Francisco Symphony. June Oh is 
on the faculty of the San Francisco 
Conservatory.

They opened their program 
with Beethoven’s Trio in C minor, 
Opus 3, # 1. The three musicians 
were attuned to one another and 
frequently exchanged glances. 
Their entrances were precise. They 
played with dramatic changes 
in dynamics. Their beginning 
pianissimos were delicate, their 
fortissimos strong and forceful. 
The sixteenth note unison passage 
featured good intonation. When 
the pianist performed a staccato 
section, the strings answered her 
with their bows lightly bounc-
ing off their strings in spiccato. 
The first movement ended with a 
dramatic forte series of cadential 
chords.

The second movement, Andante 
cantabile con Variazioni, with its 
theme and five variations end-
ing with a long coda, began with 
eight bars of solo piano. June Oh 
played with great sensitivity. Her 
movements were fluid and grace-
ful. Dressed in a deep magenta 
evening gown, she was beautiful 
to watch. She didn’t overuse her 
pedal and played with great clar-
ity. As the variations became more 
difficult for all three musicians, 
they surmounted all the technical 
problems with obvious pleasure. 
In the third movement, the pianist 
tossed off her arpeggios with ease. 
The cellist had a deep, rich tone 
on his new cello, which was just 
created in 2009.

A dramatic beginning to the 
fourth movement, Prestissimo, 
gave the pianist some octave work. 
When the violinist and the cel-
list played unison passages they 
matched each other’s tone quality. 
Curiously enough, as in the earlier 
Baroque period, Beethoven ended 
this magnificent C minor trio with 
the last ten measures in the key of 
C Major by raising the third to an 
E natural – a musical surprise for 
the listeners.

Another musical surprise en-
sued. Instead of three musicians 

appearing in the Saint-Saens Piano 
Trio, as was listed in the Bankhead 
Theater’s brochure, or Jennifer 
Higdon’s Piano Trio, as our pro-
gram indicated, only two musi-
cians appeared on stage – Sam 
Oliver and Peter Wyrick.

It was explained that at 5:30 
PM, Mr. Oliver discovered that his 
part for the Higdon was at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in San Francisco. 
Frantic calls to Security there 
did not help. No one had seen his 
part. They decided on Bohuslav 
Martinu’s Duo for Violin and 
Cello, which they had performed 
six months ago. The cellist could 
not find his part for this work, but 
the violinist had copies for both 
instruments. After they reached 
the Bankhead, copies were made 
for the cellist, and they were ready 
for the performance! As they said, 
“The show must go on!”

Martinu was born in Bohemia 
in 1890 when it was a part of the 
Austrian-Hungarian Empire. It lat-
er became part of Czechoslovakia. 
His Duo involved virtuoso parts for 
both the cello and the violin. There 
was a haunting beginning melody. 
Then both players quickly climbed 
up into the stratosphere, with the 
cellist in thumb position high up 
on his fingerboard. The violinist 
stood for this Duo, which made his 
technique more visible for the au-
dience. The cellist executed some 
tricky trills. The movement ended 
with a quiet cello pizzicato and a 
subdued violin melody.

The second movement was 
dramatic. Exciting passages with 
some rapid scurrying on both in-
struments reminded one of “The 
Flight of the Bumblebee.” There 
were beautiful double stops in the 
cello, which are difficult to play in 
tune, but Mr. Wyrick played them 
with excellent intonation. The 
violinist spread his three pages out 
on his stand. He leaned over and 
turned pages for the cellist when 
he had a long solo part.

After the intermission, Dvor-
ak’s Piano Trio No. 3 in F minor 
was heard. Peter Wyrick, the cel-
list, introduced the work by say-
ing, ”Dvorak is a great favorite 
with cellists because of his cello 
concerto.” This trio had an excit-
ing beginning in the Allegro ma 
non troppo. The pianist had some 
difficult octave work. The cellist 
played beautiful rich melodies. 
Demanding and technically chal-
lenging passages were heard from 
all three performers. Another long 
cello solo with piano accompani-
ment followed. Then the violinist 

entered with his own solo.
The Allegretto began with light 

string crossings which sounded de-
ceptively easy with these outstand-
ing string players, but in reality 
this is a quite difficult technique. 
The third movement, Poco Adagio, 
contained soulful melodies. How-
ever, the mood shifted towards the 
end and bits of nursery rhymes are 
heard. The Finale began with a 
fiery passage. Intense and exciting, 
there were marked contrasts be-
tween the forte and piano sections. 
The pulsing, driving beat drove 
the musicians forward. A chal-
lenging passage was followed by 
a dramatic grand pause, an instant 

of silence which led into a quieter 
section. Fireworks contrasted with 
rich melodies and the work ended 
in a jubilant climax in F Major, 
rather than in F minor – yet another 
musical surprise.

After two curtain calls, the 
Tilden Trio played an encore by 
the Argentine composer, Astor 
Piazzolla (1921-1992). The pianist 
spread out all six pages on the 
Steinway. The others spread out 
their parts on their stands. The 
violinist half rose out of his seat as 
he played the lilting melodies. The 
cellist had the syncopated rhythms 
of the nuevo tango. We heard an 
exciting piece that blended jazz 

with the music of the traditional 
tango.

This concert, full of surprises, 
featured three very talented musi-
cians. However, there was a fourth 
musician on stage, the page turner, 
Anna Lorenz. She is a gifted young 
harpist and pianist who has just 
received a Rotary Club scholarship 
in music. 

The Tilden Trio appeared under 
the auspices of Del Valle Fine Arts, 
the group that has brought exciting 
classical music programs to Liver-
more for many years. Their next 
concert will feature the Ying Quar-
tet, which will perform on January 
8th, 2011. Come and enjoy!

Review

The Tilden Trio Was Terrific!

San Francisco historian James 
R. Smith will present a multi-
media talk on the history of San 
Francisco’s Playland at the Beach 
amusement park at the Pleasanton 
Public Library this Sunday, No-
vember 21, at 2 p.m.

Playland was lost to the devel-
oper’s wrecking ball long ago, but 
its history and spirit live again. 

The multimedia slideshow 
will trace the history of the park 
from the Looff carousel called the 
Hippodrome, opened in 1914 on 
Ocean Beach and now located at 
the Zeum in SF. The slides and dis-
cussion will continue through the 
Chutes at the Beach years under 
John Friedle and Arthur Looff and 
Whitney’s Playland at the Beach. 
The interactive presentation will be 
followed by continued discussion 
and Q&A.

Copies of Smith’s new book 
on Playland, “San Francisco’s 
Playland at the Beach: The Early 
Years” will be available for sale, 
hosted by Towne Center Books, 
Pleasanton.

“San Francisco’s Playland at 

the Beach” is the first definitive 
photographic record of Whitney’s 
Playland at the Beach, which 
flourished on Ocean Beach from 
the 1920s to the 1970s. Playland 
is widely considered to be among 
the most historically significant of 
all American amusement parks. 
Playland’s pioneering rides and 
attractions inspired the design of 
Disneyland and nearly every major 
amusement park that followed.

“San Francisco’s Playland at 
the Beach” traces the origins and 
development of the park and pro-
vides a vivid portrait of Playland 
at its height, illustrated with over 
200 rare photographs, including 
many never-before-seen photos 
from the collections of Playland 
builders Arthur Looff, John Friedle 
and George Whitney.

Researched from original sourc-
es, “San Francisco’s Playland at 
the Beach” documents Playland’s 
construction, expansion and glori-
ous heyday, including a full photo-
graphic record of the construction 
of every major ride and attraction 
at the park that is unavailable from 

any other source.
The book’s extensive contem-

porary photographs also provide 
an authentic glimpse of what it 
was like to experience Playland 
during its glamorous heyday from 
the 1920s through the 1940s: Take 
a turn on the Big Dipper roller 
coaster, the Shoot the Chutes water 
ride, the DodgEm bumper cars and 
the 200-foot giant slide at the Fun 
House. Taste a Pie Shop blackberry 
pie, fried chicken from Topsy’s 
Roost, a Bull Pupp enchilada and 
an IT’S-IT chocolate-dipped ice 
cream sandwich. Listen to the 
staccato of the four shooting gal-
leries, the rumble of the wooden 
roller coaster and the screams of 
its passengers, the orchestration 
playing marching tunes, and the 
raucous laughter of the iconic 
Laffing Sal.

All library programs are free 
and open to the public. No registra-
tion is required.

For more information, please 
call Penny Johnson, 925/931-
3405.

 

Multimedia Talk Focuses on 'Playland at the Beach'

Chutes entrance, circa 1930 (above) and Laffing Sal (right) are two 
of the photos in the book.
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More than 300 volunteers will 
bake, decorate and package thou-
sands of gingerbread boys and 
girls, and babies to raise funds to 
support Tri-Valley Haven.

The Gingerbread Project began 
in 1977 when Claire Nelson, one 
of Tri-Valley Haven’s founding 
mothers, held a bake sale to raise 
money to pay for the agency’s 
incorporation fees. It is now a 
community tradition.

Volunteers meet at Dublin High 
School over the first week of De-

The Music of Simon and Gar-
funkel, featuring the hits made 
famous by the 1960s pop duo, will 
be performed in a tribute concert 
at the Bankhead Theater in Liver-
more on Nov. 21 at 2 p.m.

The concert is presented by 
ABC Music Source & Academy.

A.J. Swearingen and Jonathan 
Beedle perform the tribute to Paul 
Simon and Art Garfunkel.

Proceeds from the concert will 
be donated directly to the Liver-
more Valley Education Founda-
tion Straight A’s Campaign An-

nual Fund for arts education in 
the Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District.

The two singers have been per-
forming this tribute to the music 
of Simon & Garfunkel for more 
than a decade. A chance meeting in 
1991, in a local club in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, brought the two art-
ists together. 

With a quiet stage and an acous-
tic guitar, A.J. and Jonathan re-
create the memories of the classic 
hits and obscure songs of Simon 
& Garfunkel.

ABC MUSIC in downtown 
Livermore celebrates 40 years 
of business servicing the greater 
Livermore Valley. New owners 
Stan and Marianne Houston will 
be producing concerts like this one 
to raise money for the Livermore 
Valley School District’s music 
programs. 

Tickets range from $24 to $32. 
They can be purchased online at 
www.livermoreperformingarts.
com or at the Bankhead Theater 
box office at 2400 First St., Liver-
more.

cember to produce the gingerbread 
people. Volunteer coordinator Jean 
Wright explained, “This event is 
so popular that almost all of the 
volunteer shifts were filled by the 
second week in November. How-
ever, we still have lots of opportu-
nities for volunteers at our Holiday 
Warehouse and Food Pantry.”

To volunteer for this event or 
other opportunities, Wright can be 
reached at 449-5845 or geneal@
trivalleyhaven.com.

Each 7 inch gingerbread boy 

and girl is hand-decorated, with 
names inscribed for $5 each. A bag 
of 13 gingerbread babies is $5. The 
deadline to order cookies is Mon., 
Dec. 1. To obtain an order form, 
visit www.trivalleyhaven.org or 
call 449-5845.

The Haven provides shelter, 
counseling, legal assistance, a 
food pantry and other supportive 
services to adults and children 
who have experienced domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and/or 
homelessness.

Gingerbread Project Taking Holiday Orders

Simon & Garfunkel Tribute 
Concert a Benefit for the Arts 
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Revolution: An Exhibition of the 

Young Mind's Perspective,  Fri., 
Nov. 19, 6 to 8 p.m. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Work 
by students at the Livermore Valley 
Charter Preparatory. The Public is 
invited to attend and discuss the work 
with the students.

Exhibition of Fine Art Photography, 
featuring Park Images by Walter Da-
vies. Swirl on the Square, through No-
vember 28. Images created in regional, 
state and national parks and botanical 
gardens. Swirl, Blacksmith Square, 21 
So. Livermore Ave., Livermore. Open 
Thurs.-Sun. for lunch and evening fare. 
Call 447-1400 for hours.

Art Crawl, Fri., Nov. 26, 3:30 to 8 p.m. 
Pick up map of participating locations 
at Ryan Fine Art Gallery, 171 South J 
St., Livermore.

The Wild Vine, Livermore artist Lenore 
Kreit, presents "Works in Life Draw-
ing" from Oct.-Nov. A life-long artist, 
her work includes extensive life draw-
ings & paintings in an expressionistic 
style as well as abstracts. Kreit exhibits 
throughout the Tri-Valley Area, Berke-
ley & Oakland areas. Wild Vine Art 
Gallery & Wine Lounge, 2187 First 
St., Livermore.

National Watercolor Society exhibit, 
paintings from the 89th Annual Ex-
hibition. October 19 – December 2, 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. Information at 
925.931.5355.

Oils by Mary Kay Feit, Exhibit on dis-
play through Nov. 30. Wente Vineyards 
Estate Winery Tasting Room, 5565 
Tesla Rd., Livermore 925.456.2305 , 
wentevineyards.com.

Artists Bob and Sharon Gardner, 
showing their works at the Livermore 
Art Association Gallery in Carnegie 
Park the month of November. Bob 
creates pottery, such as bowls, teapots 
and sculptural pieces. Sharon weaves, 
knits and uses other textiles techniques. 
Their works will be on display the 
entire month. LAA Gallery is open 
11:30-4:00 Wednesday-Sunday, and 
is located in the historic Carnegie 
Building at 2155 3rd St. Livermore. 
The Gallery is the perfect place to find 
unique handmade gifts made by local 
artists. Admission is free. For more info 
call the Gallery 925-449-9927.

Las Positas College artists, exhibit-
ing work at the Livermore Library 
Gallery throughout the month of 
November. The exhibit, “The Dynam-
ics of Paint,” includes paintings in a 
variety of media, styles, and subjects. 
Artists exhibiting are Liliana Choy, 
Cynthia Dawn, Soussan Farsi, Sabin 
Cristian Filip, Christine Goldenhar, 
Carol Hart, Linda Hopwood, Gina 
Kaiper, Hilary M. Kauffman, Verna 
Medeiros, Svetlalna Oleynikova, 
Alejandro Rodriguez, Gloria Sayers, 
Usha Shukla, Lisa Turnquist, Nicole 
Wakeman, and Jason Zadwick. The 
Livermore Library, at 1188 S. Liver-
more Ave., is open seven days a week. 
For more information about the exhibit, 
contact Hilary Kauffman at h1kauf@
sbcglobal.net 

Livermore Art Association, Winter 
Holiday Celebration Art Show at 
Dougherty Station Community Center 
in San Ramon. The show features more 
than 30 art works by 20 local artists 
including metal works, paintings and 
photography. All art is for sale. The 
show will run from November 1st to 
December 17th. The Dougherty Station 
Community Center is located at 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon. 
Hours are Monday through Friday, 
8:30am to 5pm. Admission is free.

Premier of Star Wars Fine Art Collec-
tion featuring all the characters. Sat., 
Nov. 20, 1 to 4 p.m. Alexander's Fine 

Art, 608 Main St., Suite G, Pleasanton. 
Special Guest: Steve Sansweet - Direc-
tor of Content Management and Head 
of Fan Relations at Lucasfilm's. View 
Star Wars Art Collection at www.
disneyartonmain.com. Those attending 
are invited to dress-up in Star Wars 
attire. Prize for best costume. Please 
RSVP by Wednesday November 16th 
at info@disneyartonmain.com

Paintbrush Diplomacy, December 11, 
2010 – January 12, 2011, International 
Children’s Art Exhibit Works from the 
permanent collection of Paintbrush 
Diplomacy, an organization that seeks 
to connect the world one paintbrush at a 
time. Promoting peace and understand-
ing through the universal language of 
art, the organization encourages aware-
ness of international issues through 
art exchanges and exhibits of works 
by children ages 5-18. Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
FirehouseArts.org

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Figure Drawing Workshop, every 

Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. At the Bothwell Art Center 
2466 8th St. Livermore. Coffee, tea 
and refreshments are available. Call or 
email Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Art Critique and Coffee, every Friday, 
10 a.m. at Border's Cafe, Rose Pavilion, 
Pleasanton. Information available at 
poetryoncanvas@mac.com.

 

WINERY EVENTS
Bordeaux by The Bay, Vertical Wine 

Tasting, Nov. 20, 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at Concannon Vineyard, Livermore. 
Open to the public. Discover Bordeaux 
blending secrets with winemaker Julian 
Halasz and learn how the individual 
components in wine - sugar, alcohol, 
acid and tannin -- are integrated to 
create balance and depth. Learn how 
acclaimed Concannon Bordeaux 
blends come together to create our 
unique signature wines while enjoying 
gourmet small bites. $25. Tickets are 
required for this exclusive event. To 
purchase, RSVP by 11/18 to info@
concannonvineyard.com, 583-1561.

Fenestra Winery Holiday Wine Tast-
ing, Nov. 20 and 21 from noon to 5 p.m. 
each day. Foods of the holidays paired 
with Fenestra's award-winning wines. 
Gift items include Belgian chocolate 
truffles filled with Fenestra Port. $5 
tasting fee applies. 83 Vallecitos Rd., 
Livermore. www.fenestrawinery.
com.

Holiday Preview, Tamas Estates and 
Wente Vineayrds, Nov. 26, 27 and 
28, 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Taste special 
releases, tour the winery, browse new 
holiday merchandise. Wente Vineyards 
Vineyard Tasting Room, 5050 Arroyo 
Road, Livermore 925.456.2405, wen-
tevineyards.com.

Holiday Preview Weekend, Murrieta's 
Well, Fri.-Sun. Nov. 26-28, 11 am - 4:30 
pm . Wine country gifts, seasonal cheer, 
and the blends of Murrieta's Well. At-
tend our Holiday Preview weekend 
with family and friends to kick start 
the season of sharing. Information at 
925.456.2395 or www.murrietaswell.
com. Murrieta's Well, 3005 Mines Rd., 
Livermore.

 
MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting 

room from 12 to 4; open every day if 
the gate is open and for sure on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 11 to 5. Red 
Feather Winery, 5700 Greenville Rd., 
Livermore. Information at 449-1871 
or www.redfeatherwinery.com

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at 
The Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center 
of Sunol) the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
each month 7:30-9:30 pm. The band 
features real Jazz from the 1920's, 
30's, 40's.

Blacksmith Square Saturday Con-
certs, Thomas Coyne Winery, John 
Christopher Cellars, Swirl Tapas Bar 
and Victorian Olive Oil present live 
music in the Square, 3 to 6 p.m. Wine 
tasting (fee waived with purchase), 
food at menu prices. No outside food 
or adult beverages. Corner of South 
Livermore Ave. and Railroad Ave. 
downtown Livermore. 

Schumann Festival – Five Musical 

Events, Nov. 20, 2 to 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. www.firehousearts.org

Dar Williams, Joan Baez protege, Sat., 
Nov. 20, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
livermoreperformingarts.org or 925-
373-6800.

The Music of Simon & Garfunkel, 
Nov. 21, 2 p.m. ABC Music Source 
and Academy–LVEF Fundraiser, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 

David Lanz – Pianist, Sat., Nov. 27, 
8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

Roger McGuinn, acoustic guitar, 7:30 
p.m. Sun., Nov. 28. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. www.firehousearts.org

Student Recital, 8 p.m. Dec. 1. Las 
Positas College Performing Arts 
Center, 000 Campus Hill Dr., Liver-
more. Performing Arts Events Line at 
925.424.1100 or go to www.lasposi-
tascollege.edu/performingarts

Pacific Chamber Symphony, con-
cert Friday, December 3, 8 p.m., an 
interpretation of Handel's Messiah. 
Chorus and soloists including Marnie 
Brekenridge (soprano), Tom Glenn 
(tenor), Erin Neff (alto), and Torfel 
Borsting (bass). Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets or 
information at 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org

Livermore-Amador Symphony, Dec. 
4, Three Cheers for Beethoven! con-
cert, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 8 p.m “Three Cheers for 
Beethoven.” Prelude talk 7 p.m. Tickets 
or information at 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

Asbury Christmas Concert – Asbury 
United Methodist Church will hold its 
14th Annual Christmas Concert at 7 PM 
on Sunday Dec. 5, 2010 in its Sanctuary 
at 4743 East Ave. in Livermore. All of 
Asbury’s vocal choirs, the Asbury Band 
and the bell choir will be performing. 
Asbury’s pipe organ will also be part 
of the evening’s musical offerings. 
The concert is open to the public. A 
free will offering can be made at the 
door. There will be a punch and cookie 
reception immediately following in the 
Chapel building. For more informa-
tion call Jean Braun at 449-4168, the 
church office at 447-1950 or e-mail: 
JoanneP@asburylive.org

Pleasanton Community Concert 
Band, holiday concert Sun., Dec. 5, 
2 to 3:15 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. Free. 
Donations appreciated.

 Taylor Eigsti, “Best of the Bay” pianist, 
Tues., Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

Orchestra/Band Concert, 8 p.m. Dec. 
8. Las Positas College Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Performing Arts Events 
Line at 925.424.1100 or go to www.
laspositascollege.edu/performingarts

Advent Christmas Concert, Fri., Dec. 
10, 7:30 p.m. Golden Gate Boys Choir 
and Bell Ringers. St. Michael’s Music 
Ministry, 458 Maple St., Livermore. 
$15 adults, $10 seniors/students, $5 
children, $35 family. Tickets email 
stmichaelsmusicministry@yahoo.com 
or call, 447-1585 ext. 18.

Vocal Jazz & Combo Concert, 8 p.m. 
Dec. 10. Las Positas College Perform-
ing Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Performing Arts Events 
Line at 925.424.1100 or go to www.
laspositascollege.edu/performingarts

Motown Holiday Revue with Top Shelf, 
Dec. 11, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

Instrumental Jazz Concert, 8 p.m. Dec. 
11. Las Positas College Performing 
Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Performing Arts Events 
Line at 925.424.1100 or go to www.
laspositascollege.edu/performingarts

Bay Bells, Sun., Dec. 12, 3:30 p.m. Dub-
lin Senior Center. $10 adults, $5 age 
12 and under, $3 age 5 and under. Bay 
Bells is one of the nation's longest run-
ning hand bell ensembles and features 
over 100 bells and chimes. Sign-up in 
advance by calling (925) 556-4500 or 
reserve your seats on-line at www.Dub-
linRecGuide.com - refer to Activity # 
24454. Tickets may also be purchased 
at the door if space permits.

San Ramon Symphonic Band, Dec. 
17, 7 p.m. “In Dulci Jubilo” Holiday 
Christmas Concert. Dougherty Valley 
Performing Arts Center, 10550 Albion 
Rd., San Ramon, 973-3343 or SanRa-
monPerformingArts.com..

Chanticleer, “A Chanticleer Christmas,” 
Thurs., Dec. 23, 7:30 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

Hot Club of San Francisco, “Best of the 
Bay,” sizzling, swinging New Year’s 
Eve celebration. Fri., Dec. 31, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Tickets or information at 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

ON THE STAGE
Much Ado About Nothing, by William 

Shakespeare. Las Positas College 
production in the Black Box theater in 
the Las Positas College Center for the 
Arts. Performance dates are November 
19, 20, 26 and 27 at 8 p.m. and No-
vember 21 and 28 at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$12 for general admission and $8 for 
students and seniors. For information 
about purchasing tickets, access the 
LPC Performing Arts website at www.
laspositascollege.edu/performingarts. 
For more information about the show or 
auditions, contact Ken Ross at kross@
laspositascollege.edu. Auditions will 
be on August 23 and 24 from 7-9:30 
pm in the Center for the Arts, 3000 
Campus Hill Drive, Livermore.

Bah HumBug! Scrooge’s Christmas 
Carol, Dec, 3-12, Presented by San 
Ramon Community Theater at the 
Front Row Theater, 17011 Bollinger 
Canyon Rd., San Ramon, 973-3343 or 
SanRamonPerformingArts.com.

The Princess and the Pea, Civic Arts 
Stage Company, Dec. 10, 11, 17 and 
18, 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 
19, 2 p.m. Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Rd., Pleasanton. Ticket informa-
tion www.firehousearts.org

Firehouse Kids, The Princess and the 
Pea by Civic Arts Stage Co., Sat., Dec. 
11, 11 a.m. Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org

The Little Engine That Could, Dec. 18-
23, Presented by Bay Area Children’s 
Theater at the Front Row Theater, 
17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San 
Ramon, Tickets or information at 
973-3343 or SanRamonPerformin-
gArts.com.

COMEDY
Night at the Improv, Nov. 19-20, 8 p.m. 

Front Row Theater, 17011 Bollinger 
Canyon Rd, San Ramon, 973-3343 or 
SanRamonPerformingArts.com.

Teen Improv, Holiday Shorts by 
Creatures of Impulse, Thurs. and Fri., 
Dec. 2 and 3, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasan-
ton. www.firehousearts.org

Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Comedy 
Show XVIII, Will Durst & Friends 
Dec. 30, 7 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 

“Revolution: An Exhibition of the Young Mind’s Perspective,” an 
exhibit of work by Livermore Valley Charter Preparatory students will 
be on display at the Bankhead Theater on Nov. 19 from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Students will be present to discuss their work from projects created 
in English and History classes. Both projects are themed around the con-
cept of revolutions both current and historical. The English exhibit will 
illustrate students’ personal interests of current revolutions and social 
movements through photography, technology, and the written word. The 
History exhibit will be a museum display of recreated artifacts from the 
French and American revolutions.

The public is invited to attend. The Bankhead Theater is located at 
2400 First St., Livermore. 

'Revolution' Theme of Student 
Work at the Bankhead Theater
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Studio Seven Arts has an-
nounced that a line of Pom jewelry 
will be featured this month at a spe-
cial trunk show featuring designs 
for the 2010 Holiday Season.

Designer Pom, based in lo-
cally the Bay Area, designs and 
handcrafts his jewelry to fit festive 
seasonal moods while displaying 
the sparkle of brilliantly colored 
gems. Pom’s collection of brilliant 
necklaces and earrings, features 
distinctive and original designs 
that are created from an array of 
fine materials, including semi-pre-
cious gems, pearls, and sterling 
silver.

Pom’s 2010 Holiday Collection 
will be featured at trunk show on 
Saturday Nov. 20th, from 10am to 
2 p.m., where the designer will be 
available to discuss his work with 
gallery visitors.

Highlighted will be custom 
pieces exclusive to Studio Seven 
Arts for the holiday season that 

DANCE
Dance Concert, 8 p.m. Dec. 4. Las 

Positas College Performing Arts 
Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Liver-
more. Performing Arts Events Line at 
925.424.1100 or go to www.lasposi-
tascollege.edu/performingarts

Holiday Treasures From Around The 
World, Livermore School of Dance, 
Dec. 5, 1 and 5 p.m Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore.

The Nutcracker, Valley Dance Theatre, 
full-length production of the holiday 
classic. Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 19 at 2 
p.m. and Dec. 11, 17, 18 and 19 at 7 
p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. 925-373-6800, www.
livermoreperformingarts.org.

Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Friday night from Salsa to 
Swing, includes a group dance lesson 
at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 8:15 dance 
lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance parties. It's 
All About Dancing, 171 So. J Street, 
Livermore. 925-449-9292, or studio@
itsallaboutdancing.com.

New Performance Group, combines 
dance, gymnastics and acrobatics. Four 
hours of week of training to start. Two 
dance classes as well as tumbling and 
flexibility class. Information, contact 
gymfinityjuli@yahoo.com or shelly-
pop@sbcglobal.net. Dance Studio @ 
Gymfinity.

Brinda Dixit, Bharatanatyam Aran-
getram or Solo Dance Debut, Sun., 
Jan. 2, 4 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. Free admission. 
Event includes live music, refresh-
ments and dinner.

 
AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Auditions, 30th Annual Sunol Reper-

tory Theatre Melodrama, Tuesday, 
Nov. 30th in the Sunol Glen School 
Auditorium at 11601 Main St. in Sunol 
from 6:30pm -8:30pm. Auditions are 
for those actors 16yrs and above. For 
more information go to www.Sunol.
net/srt. Performances are Fri. & Sat. 
in March. Rehearsals are Tues. & 
Thurs. from 7-9pmstarting Jan. 4, 2011 
through March 3, 2011.

Auditions, All Shook Up, Tri-Valley 
Repertory Theatre, Inspired by the 
music of Elvis Presley. A new musi-
cal using 24 Elvis Presley tunes – but 
not based on his life story. Auditions 
Mon., Nov. 29, 7:30 p.m. and Thurs., 
Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. at 1048 Serpentine 
Lane, #303, Pleasanton. Call-backs, by 
invitation only, Saturday December 4th 
at 11:00am. Performance dates: April 
22-May 8 at the Bankhead Theater, 
Livermore. Please prepare a brief 
song (16-32 bars). Bring sheet music; 
accompanist provided. Please bring a 
picture and resume, stapled together. 
Be prepared to dance. Information at 
www.trivalleyrep.org

 Livermore's 2011 Regional Talent 
Competition is now accepting ap-
plications. Top winners in each of 
two categories - youth (17 and under) 
and adults (18 and over) - will each 
take home $2,500. This competition 
will feature singers, dancers, bands, 
pianists, magicians, comedians and 
other types of performances. Aspiring 
performers from anywhere are invited 
to audition and compete. Information 
and applications for auditions are avail-
able at LivermoresTalentCompetition.
com. Applications must be received by 
December 31, 2010.

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, Vine Cinema and 

Alehouse, 1722 First St., Livermore. 
Schedule: Dec. 9: Gone with the Wind; 
and Jan. 13: Star Wars. All movies 
begin at 7 p.m. Information at www.
VineCinema.com or 447-2545.

Documentary film, Afghan Star, Dec. 

16. Pleasanton Library hosting at the 
new Firehouse Arts Center. No reserva-
tions are required. Admission is free. 
Doors open 6:15 p.m., film at 7 p.m. 
Seating is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. (Info on movie www.afghanstar.
com.) For more information, call 
Penny Johnson, 931-3405. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
downtown Pleasanton.

Going Places: A Classic Film Series, 
shown the first Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. in the Pleasanton Library's 
meeting room through June 2, 2011. 
The program is a partnership of Las 
Positas College and the Pleasanton 
Public Library proudly present. Candy 
Klaschus, film historian and Coordina-
tor of the Humanities Program at Las 
Positas College, is the host. There is 
no admission charge. 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. 931-3400. No reg-
istration required.

 
CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale, Holiday 

concert, “Carols of Comfort and Joy,” 
two performances. Sat., Dec. 4, 7:30 
p.m. Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Ave., Livermore. and Sun., 
Dec. 5, 3 p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Pleasanton. Ticket information at 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org

The New Dimension Chorus Holiday 
Show on December 5, at 3:00 PM at 
the Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 
located at 38451 Fremont Blvd, Fre-
mont. The program features Featuring 
Northern California’s Premier Men’s 
A Capella Chorus, Voices in Harmony 
and the Northern California Champion 
Sweet Adelines’ Chorus, Harmony 
Fusion. Will-Call Ticket orders, for 
$10.00 ($5.00 for children 12 and 
under), can be placed by calling Dave 
Rail at (408) 267-1649. Tickets are also 
available at the door for $12.00.

 Choral Concert, 8 p.m., Dec. 7. Las 
Positas College Performing Arts 
Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., Liver-
more. Performing Arts Events Line at 
925.424.1100 or go to www.lasposi-
tascollege.edu/performingarts

Sing it yourself Messiah, Valley Con-
cert Chorale. Fri., Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Pleasanton 
Ticket information at www.valleycon-
certchorale.org.

Cantabella Children’s Chorus Annual 
Winter Concerts, Tomorrow Shall Be 
My Dancing Day, Saturday, December 
11, 2010, at 1:30 P.M. featuring the 
training and performing choirs and 
introducing the new Honors Choir, 
and at 4:00 P.M. the performing 
choirs and the new Honors Choir. At 
Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
South Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 
Children aged kindergarten through 
high school will perform choral music, 
accompanied by dancers and chamber 
musicians. Repertoire includes dance-
themed numbers and pieces from 
African, German, English, Catalan, 
Hebrew and American Folk Song 
traditions. Audience participation, too. 
Tickets at the door: adults $15, children 
10 and under $10; in advance online: 
adults $12, children 10 and under $8, 
at Cantabella.org.

OPERA
Tosca, Opera San José continues its 27th 

Anniversary Season with Puccini’s 
Tosca. In Italian with English Super-
titles The story of a popular opera diva 
brought down by the chief of Rome’s 
secret police, Tosca always leaves its 
audiences startled and breathless by the 
searing beauty of Puccini’s melodies. 
Eight performances are scheduled from 
November 13 through 28 at the Cali-
fornia Theatre, 345 South First Street 
in downtown San José. Tickets are on 
sale at the Opera San José Box Office, 

by phone at (408) 437-4450 or online 
at www.operasj.org. Tosca is made 
possible, in part, by a Cultural Affairs 
Grant from the City of San José.

Met Opera Theater-casts, 10 a.m. 
simultaneous viewings and 12 encore 
rebroadcasts of Metropolitan Opera 
productions at Dublin's Regal Cinema, 
6:30 p.m. Wednesdays - Schedule: Dec. 
1: Donizetti's "Son Pasquale;" Dec. 11, 
Jan. 5: Verdi's "Don Carlo;" Jan. 8, 26: 
Puccini's "La Fanciulla Del West;" Feb. 
12, Mar. 2: Glass's "Nixon in China;" 
Feb. 26, Mar. 16: Gluck's "Iphigenia 
in Tauride;" April 9, 27: Rossini's "Le 
Comte Ory;" April 23, May 11: Richard 
Strauss's "Capriccio;" April 30, May 
18: Verdi's "Il Trovatore;" May 14, June 
11: Wagner's "Die Walkure."

MISCELLANEOUS
Country Folk Art Craft Show, No-

vember 19 - 21, Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. Items for 
sale will include handcrafted furniture, 
framed wall art, hand painted furniture 
and accessories, architectural art carv-
ings, holiday items, chocolates, fudge, 
soups, dressings, all types of gourmet 
delights, purses, clothing and more. 
www.countryfolkart.com

Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Handel’s Messiah…But Were 
Afraid to Ask will be presented at 2 
p.m. on Sun., Nov. 21 at the Livermore 
Civic Center Library, 1188 So. Liver-
more Ave. Lawrence Kohl, Pacific 
Chamber Symphony Maestro, and 
Chorus Director Robert Lappa from 
Las Positas College will de-mystify 
the holiday classic, Handel’s Messiah, 
with this multimedia presentation 
featuring musical excerpts. The Mes-
siah will be performed on December 
3 at Livermore’s Bankhead Theater 
by the Pacific Chamber Symphony. 
Free admission.

All Breed Cat Show, Nov. 27-28 at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
Pleasanton. Presented by Fog City 
Cat Club. Over 55 breeds including 
judging of zoo (200) competing cats. 
Lots of vendors with gifts, toys, sup-
plies, cat trees, beds, artwork, clothing, 
jewelry & more. Pedigreed kittens for 
sale, rescue kitten and cat adoptions, 
household pet cat judging too. 707 
338-1261 or 916 812-3132. www.
fogcitycatclub.com

Dublin Annual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony, Thurs., Dec. 2, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Musical performance by the Dublin 
Unified Elementary School Choir, 
refreshments and a visit from a special 
guest from the North Pole. Dublin Civic 
Center, 100 Civic Place, Dublin. Free 
admission. (925) 556-4500.

Campus Speech Tournament, 1 to 
5 p.m. Dec. 3. Las Positas College 
Performing Arts Center, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. Performing Arts 
Events Line at 925.424.1100 or go to 
www.laspositascollege.edu/perform-
ingarts.

Old Fashioned Holiday Workshop 
and Visit with Old St. Nick, Sat., 
Dec. 4, 2 to 4 p.m. Dublin Heritage 
Park & Museums, Donlon Way. $5 per 
person (photos with Old St. Nick are 
$5 each). Create holiday gifts includ-
ing orange pomanders, spiced pine 
cones, popcorn & cranberry garland 
and gingerbread ornaments. Festivi-
ties also include a holiday sing-along, 
cookies and hot cider. Old St. Nick will 
be on hand for visits and photographs. 
Please call (925) 452-2100 for more 
information.

Holiday Book Sale, Friends of the Dub-
lin Library, Sat., Dec. 4, noon to 3 p.m. 
at the Dublin Library, 200 Civic Plaza, 
Dublin. Selection of hardcover books 
in excellent condition, ideal for gift 
giving. Choose from children’s books, 
holiday books, gourmet cookbooks, 

photographic collections, collectible 
books, games, and more. Most items 
are specially priced to stretch holiday 
budgets. For information, contact the 
Dublin Library (925) 828-1315 

Holidays in the Vineyards (Saturday 
& Sunday), 12 - 5pm Dec. 4 and 5. 
Festive event hosted by area wineries: 
wine tasting, food, entertainment, gift 
ideas. www.lvwine.org

Holiday Sights and Sounds Parade 
and Tree Lighting, Dec. 4; 6 p.m. 
downtown, Livermore. Livermore 
Downtown Inc. (925) 373-1795.

Holiday Tea, Sat., Dec. 11, 12:30 p.m. 
and Sun., Dec. 12, 12:30 p.m. Dublin 
Heritage Park and Museums, Donlon 
Way. $25 per person Luncheon served 
in the holiday glow of this historic 
setting. The menu includes finger sand-
wiches, savory sweets , tea and punch. 
Tables seat four, but larger parties can 
be accommodated. Register early to 
avoid disappointment. Call (925) 452-
2100 for more information.

Ball at the Mall, Fri., Dec. 31, Stoneridge 
Shopping Center, Pleasanton. Pre-
sented by Pleasanton North Rotary as a 

fund-raiser for children in the commu-
nity. Live music, piano bar, premium 
no-host bar, champagne at midnight, 
souvenir glass, hors d’oeuvres and 
more. Information and tickets at www.
ballatthemall.org.

2011 San Ramon Art & Wind Festival 
Poster Art Contest, open to San Ra-
mon middle and high school students. 
The winning piece of artwork will be 
featured on festival posters, postcards 
and t-shirts. It will also be framed and 
hung in one of the Community Centers 
in San Ramon. The student who created 
the winning art work will also receive a 
$200 savings bond, second place a $100 
savings bond and third place winner a 
$50 savings bond. Prizes are provided 
by the San Ramon Arts Foundation. All 
entries will be displayed in the Lindsay 
Dirkx Brown Art Gallery located at the 
San Ramon Community Center during 
the month of May 2011. The contest 
entry form and info can be found on-
line at www.artandwind.com. Entries 
are due by January 7, 2011. For more 
info, call (925) 973-3366.

 

cannot be found in other retail 
stores. Pieces are available in all 
lengths, from chokers to fashion 
trend lengths, that can be worn 
both extra long (40”) or doubled 
around the neck for a more dra-
matic look. Best yet, Pom jewelry 
is affordable and versatile enough 
to be worn throughout the year.

The gallery is located in the 
heart of downtown Pleasanton on 
Main Street. Find more informa-
tion by phoning the gallery at (925) 
846-4322 or on the web, at www.
studiosevenarts.com

Pom Jewelry at Studio Seven

One of  the pieces in the 
collection.
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Family  Giving Tree  has 
launched its annual Holiday Wish 
Drive which, last year, provided 
happy holiday memories to more 
than 60,000 disadvantaged San 
Francisco Bay Area children by 
granting their specific gift requests. 
A focus of the drive this year is to 
increase the number of children 
served by adding more participat-
ing host companies and donors 
throughout the East Bay region.

During the Holiday Wish Drive, 
children who have registered with 
recipient social services agencies 
and schools are interviewed to 
ascertain their specific gift wishes. 
Holiday Wish Drive requests are 
printed on cards and distributed to 
host companies and organizations 
for employees and customers to 
fulfill and return. More than 6,000 
volunteers at the Family Giving 
Tree’s warehouse, donated by 
NVIDIA, then collect, sort and 
wrap the gifts. The gifts are picked 
up by participating agencies and 
presented to the individual chil-
dren. 

“Family Giving Tree has been 
a holiday institution in the South 
Bay for two decades and has 
served over three-quarters of a 
million children throughout the 
Bay Area in its 20-year history, 
making it one of the largest gift 
donation programs in California,” 
says Larry Rogers, who is finance 
manager at AAA Northern Califor-
nia, Nevada & Utah headquarters 
in Walnut Creek, Calif. and board 
chair for Family Giving Tree. “In 
addition, the Holiday Wish Drive 
is the largest drive of its kind by an 
independent California non-profit 
organization that prequalifies re-
cipients for need. 

“This year, with the continu-
ing rise in the number of children 
living in poverty, we are looking 
forward to increasing the number 
of children served by growing the 
number of host companies and 
donors in the East Bay. Obvi-
ously, hosts are absolutely critical 
to fulfilling our mission because, 
without them, wish cards aren’t 
made available for people to select 
and then purchase requested gifts. 
With more hosts - and existing 
hosts displaying more cards - we 
are able to reach more children.”

Currently, more than 1,000 Bay 
Area companies and organizations 
participate as hosts. 

Companies wishing to become 
hosts should contact Alex Ralston, 
host coordinator, at (408) 946-
3111, extension 218. General 
information about becoming a host 
company, sponsor, or online donor 
is available at www.familygiving-
tree.org.

Discovery Church 
Members Fight Hunger 

by Going Hungry
By Patricia Koning

Nicholas Messenger knows exactly what he 
is having for dinner this Friday night—nothing. 
That’s because he, along with other members of 
Discovery Church of the Nazarene in Livermore, 
will fast for 30 hours, from noon on Friday until 
6 pm on Saturday.

Nicholas and his friends are participating in 
30 Hour Famine, an international youth program 
to fight hunger. The event is organized by the 
Christian humanitarian organization World Vi-
sion. “We not only fast, but we also raise money 
to help feed and care for hungry kids around the 
world,” he explains. “We do this to raise aware-
ness of the immense hunger that is going on 
around the world.”

According to World Vision, a child dies from 
hunger-related causes every 10 seconds, about 
8,000 every year. Over one billion people go 
hungry every day, about one person out of every 
six. 

Nicholas first participated in the 30 Hour Fam-
ine four years ago, an experience he describes 
as eye opening. “It’s difficult, especially about 
halfway through when you get the first hunger 
pangs, but in the end, it’s really rewarding. I 
encourage everyone to try it,” he says. 

In the weeks leading up to their 30 Hour 
Famine, Discovery Church members have been 
fundraising. They sold coupon books from 

Mountain Mike’s Pizza, held a movie night, and 
partnered with Panda Express on a fundraising 
dinner night. 

All money raised by Discovery Church is do-
nated to World Vision for worldwide hunger relief 
programs. In the past, Discovery Church has desig-
nated its contributions for Haiti and Malawi. 

During the 30 hours, participants help the lo-
cal community through service projects, feeding 
the homeless, and helping the elderly. This year 
Nicholas and his friends, working in partnership 
with the City of Livermore’s Community Devel-
opment Department, will clean up the yard of an 
elderly Livermore resident. 

World Vision is organizing two National Fam-
ine Dates in 2011, Feb. 25-26 and April 29-30. 
Many groups, such as Discovery Church, choose 
their own dates. “We like to hold our famine the 
weekend before Thanksgiving, because it really 
puts things into perspective,” says Nicholas.  

According to World Vision, 30 Hour Famine 
has made a real difference. “In part because of ef-
forts like the Famine, since 1992 the total number 
of kids who die each day — most of them from 
preventable causes like hunger, poverty, and dis-
ease — has fallen from 40,000 to 24,000,” says 
the organization’s website. 

For more information on the 30 Hour Famine, 
visit www.30hourfamine.org. For more informa-
tion on Discovery Church, visit www.discovery-
livermore.com.

 

The Livermore Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner is celebrat-
ing its 28th year of providing a free 
hot meal on Thanksgiving Day. 
Guests include seniors, singles, 
shut-ins, families and veterans 
from the VA Hospital. This is a 
free community dinner and all are 
welcome. Well over 1000 meals 
will be served at the Bothwell Arts 
Center and delivered to hundreds 
more to those unable to come to 
the center. 

Anyone who needs transpor-
tation, or a hot dinner delivered 
if unable to attend, should call 
455-9782.

Volunteers are needed to cook 
turkeys at their home. Turkeys and 
pans are provided. Those cooking 
the turkeys are asked to cook and 

deliver them to the hall at a speci-
fied time.

Contributions of desserts (pies, 
cakes, etc.) to the dinner are need-
ed. Desserts can be brought to the 
hall after 7:00 PM on Wednesday 
Nov. 25th, but preferably on Thurs-
day morning, Nov. 25th.

Monetary donations are also 
needed. Checks may be made 
payable to ‘The Livermore Com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner’ 
and dropped off at the U S Bank 
2125 Second St. Livermore, CA 
94550. 

Help is needed wiht plants. 
Volunteers will meet at Alden 
Lane Nursery at 12:00 noon on 
Wednesday, Nov. 24th to load a 
truck with plants loaned to us by 
Nursery. They will be taken to the 

hall and stored for decorating the 
hall later that evening.

Anyone interested in helping 
out is aksed to attend the meeting 
on Wednesday, Nov. 24th, at 7:00 
PM at the Bothwell Arts Center at 
2466 Eighth Street. At this meeting 
there will be a brief explanation 
of what this dinner is all about; 
a description of jobs that are still 
available and take sign ups for 
them, turkeys will be handed out 
to volunteer cooks, and volunteers 
will setup and decorate the hall. 

Help is also needed to return 
equipment and plants. On Friday, 
Nov. 27th at 10:00 AM volunteer 
meet at the hall to return all the 
things we borrowed.

For information,n please call 
455-9782.

For the past eight years, the 
Livermore Harley Owners Group 
(HOG) has held a Turkey Trot to 
provide Turkeys, Hams and Chick-
ens to the Haven Food Pantry, 418 
Junction Avenue, Livermore. 

The Haven Food Pantry has 
been in existence for 10 years. 
Initially they serviced an average 
of 200 to 300 families, 700 to 
800 people per month. Over the 
last three years this number has 
grown and they now service some 
1,100 families, over 3500 people 
monthly. Also due to the hard eco-
nomic times they have had to cut 
their paid staff down to one, their 
director Claire Gomes and rely 
on the support of 65 volunteers to 
support their efforts.

Livermore HOG is a group of 
200 plus local men and women 

who ride Harley Davidson motor-
cycles for the pure enjoyment of 
riding and having fun. The group 
sponsors over 100 rides for our 
membership each year which range 
from local rides, to multi day rides 
traveling throughout the state. 

The annual charity efforts focus 
on the Turkey Trot. During the last 
two years, the group raised over 
$2300.00 each year, which helped 
provide more than 700 families 
with a Thanksgiving meal. This 
year the Turkey Trot will be held 
on Saturday, November 20. The 
ride begins at 10:30 a.m. Riders go 
the food pantry, drop off the birds 
and then head out for more fun. 

For more information, contact 
Chip Roark at 606-0100.

Volunteers Needed for Livermore 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Harley Owners Head Out 
on Annual Turkey Trot

Giving Tree Donations 
Sought for the Holidays
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Jim Concannon, third-gen-
eration vintner and ambassador 
for Concannon Vineyard and 
Livermore Valley winemaking, 
has been named 2010’s “Man of 
the Year” by Tasting Panel Maga-
zine. Announcement of the “Man 
of the Year” award and update on 
Concannon Vineyard initiatives 
is covered in the November 2010 
issue of Tasting Panel.

“The award from Tasting Panel 
Magazine leaves me humbled. I 
gratefully accept this distinction 
as it honors the Concannon family, 
my grandfather, father and brother 
Joe for their dedication and hard 
work alongside so many others in 
building the historic winery over 
the past 127 years. I am blessed 
to work in an industry I love, 
leading a winery that bears my 
family’s name. I’m thrilled that my 
son, John Concannon is bringing 
continued leadership to assure our 
family’s legacy of trust, quality and 
innovation for decades to come. In 
my eyes, the future is as bright as 
ever,” stated Concannon.

The Tasting Panel Magazine 
Award caps a list of recognitions 
that Jim Concannon has received 
including the 2007 California State 
Fair Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Previous winners of state fair 
award include Robert Gallo, Jerry 
Lohr, Zelma Long and Warren 
Winiarski. According to the Cali-
fornia State Fair, Jim Concannon 
was chosen for his industry leader-

The Junior Order of Eagles 
presented a donation of $365 to 
the Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation (LVEF).

The Junior Eagles, organized in 
May 2007, is a group of students 
participating in fund-raising, vol-
unteerism and community service. 
They are the children of members 
of the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Aerie and Auxiliary.

Students participated in bake 
sales, car washes and breakfasts at 
the Eagles Hall. These breakfasts 
are open to the community each 
Sunday 9 to 11 a.m. at Eagles Hall, 
North Livermore Avenue.

Adult advisor Val Olson and 
Ladies Auxiliary member Con-
nie Kopps suggested the idea of 
having the students adopt a child 
in LVEF’s current fund-raising 
campaign. Val is a former secretary 
of LVEF. 

For the second time within a 
month, the Las Positas College 
Talk Hawks forensics team soared 
above the competition to win First 
Place in Community College 
Sweepstakes at a tournament. The 
Talk Hawks won the most recent 
sweepstakes at the November 5th 
Mustang Invitational Tournament 
at San Joaquin Delta College. 
Las Positas College students tri-
umphed over students from many 
of the 16 colleges and universities 
represented at the tournament, 
including University of California 
at Berkeley.

Following are the tournament 
award-winners:

Katie Johnson, Livermore, 
Finalist Open Programmed Oral 
Interpretation; Adam Neylan, 
Livermore, Third Place Open 
Prose Interpretation, Third Place 
Open Programmed Oral Interpre-
tation; Jenella Presley, Livermore, 
First Place Novice Poetry Inter-
pretation; Salim Razawi, Dublin, 
Second Place Open Poetry Inter-
pretation; Brandon Rogers, Liver-
more, First Place Novice Drama 
Interpretation, Second Place Open 
After-Dinner-Speaking

ship in development of clones 7, 8 
and 11 that provided the backbone 
of Napa Valley’s Cabernet resur-
gence in the 1970s and 1980s and 
led the world in quality standards 
for this grape which is America’s 
best-selling red wine varietal. The 
national Petite Sirah organization, 
P.S. I Love You recognized Jim 
as the father of America’s first 
varietally labeled Petite Sirah and 
presented him its Founder’s Award 
for leading the nation in advocacy 
for Petite Sirah wine.

“We salute Concannon Vine-
yard, a founding family of Cali-
fornia wine, and credit Jim and 
the winery for completion of a 
ten-year, $30 million revitalization 
program focused on quality in the 
vineyards, winery and operations. 
Concannon Vineyard is one of the 
first of seventeen wineries to earn 
certification by the California Sus-
tainable Winegrowing Alliance, 
launched a new tier of Conser-
vancy wines to produce quality 
vintages from vineyards protected 
in perpetuity from urban develop-
ment and will shortly earn organic 
certification,” said Anthony Dias 
Blue, renown wine and spirits 
veteran and editor in chief, Tasting 
Panel magazine.

Tasting Panel magazine is the 
official publication for the San 
Francisco World Spirits Competi-
tion and the San Francisco Interna-
tional Wine Competition. 

Other organizations that have 
benefited from the Jr. Eagles are 
the ASPCA, Adopt a Family, 
Cancer Walk, Cystic Fibrosis, and 
Relay for Life. In addition, the 
group holds a Christmas Shop-

Pictured are (top left to right) Adam Neylan, Livermore; Brandon 
Rogers, Livermore; Salim Razawi, Dublin; (bottom row) Megan 
Sinclair, Hayward; Katie Johnson, Livermore; Jenella Presley, 
Livermore. (Photo - Dana Takaguchi)  

Shown in the picture are Alyssa Hogue, a junior at Livermore High 
School, and Tallulah Swensen, a fourth grader at Sunset Elementary. 
Val Olson and Eric Hogue are also shown. Accepting the donation 
is Viki Schellenberger, LVEF president. 

ping Store event to allow children 
to purchase inexpensive gifts for 
family members.

For more information about 
the FOE or the Jr. Eagles, call val 
Olson at 449-5807.

Director of Forensics Janet 
Brehe Johnson commended the 
other team competitors Melanie 
Johnsen of Livermore and Megan 

Sinclair of Hayward, and praised 
all the Talk Hawks for their hard 
work. “I am so very proud to be 
working with them,” she said.

Jr. Eagles Help 
Community

Talk Hawk Bring Home More Trophies

Jim Concannon Named 
'Man of the Year' by 

Tasting Panel Magazine

Jim Concannon in new tasting room.
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Pleasanton Senior Center VIP Travel, 
Wed., Dec. 8, Nunset Boulevard, presented by 
American Stage Tours in Martinez. Includes 
lunch, show and motorcoach transportation: 
$78 per person members, $79 per person 
nonmembers. Leave Pleasanton 10:45 a.m., 
return approximately 6:45 p.m. Cathedral of 
Christ the Light, downtown Oakland, Fri., 
Dec. 17, lunch along the Carquinez Straits, 
followed by tour of Lindsay Wildlife Museum 
in Walnut Creek. Price includes tour, lunch and 
motorcoach transportation, $78 per person. 
Sign up at the travel desk, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton.

Peace process, Pilgrims of Ibillin will 
host a program featuring ten travelers recently 
returned from Israel/Palestine on Sun., Nov. 21 
at 7:00 p.m. in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Livermore, Fellowship Hall (enter at 4th and 
K Street). They will provide pictures, the 
latest news and words of hope from Israel/ 
Palestine. Refreshments will be served, dona-
tions accepted at the door. Bring questions. The 
goal is provide answers and opportunities to 
become involved in the peace process. The 
church is located at 2020 5th St., Livermore. 
For information, call 447-2078.

Ohlone Audubon meets December 7 at 
7:30 pm at Pleasanton Middle School Library, 
5001 Case Ave.  Jerry Ting will showcase 40-
50 Alameda County bird species, followed by 
the members slide shows (up to 10).  Holiday 
cookie exchange.  No  admission charge & 
refreshments served.  For more information 
call 510-507-3383.

Senior Support Program of the Tri-Val-
ley is looking for Volunteer Drivers to transport 
seniors to their medical appointments. The 
Senior Transportation Program supplements 
existing public and paratransit services by 
providing rides via volunteer drivers. Vol-
unteers must have a valid driver’s license, a 
registered vehicle, carry automobile liability 
insurance, and have a clear DMV record.  Please 
contact Jennifer Cullen for more information 
at (925) 931-5387 or email: ja.cullen@yahoo.
com.  Funding for this program is provided by 
Alameda County Transportation Commission 
(Alameda CTC).

Livermore Business and Professional 
Women, meet Dec. 1 at Applebee's in Liver-
more. Guest speaker will be Lisa Books-Wil-
liams, who specializes in Holistic Therapeutic 
Care and is an award winning vegetarian and 
raw foods chef. Registration and networking at 
5:30 p.m. followed by dinner and the program 
at 6 p.m. Public is invited to attend. Cost is $20 
for dinner and the program. RSVP by Nov. 24 
to Sally, 413-6065.

Scouting for Food, Cub Scout Pack 914 
- Livermore handed out door hangers last 
Saturday. The scouts will meet at Rancho Las 
Positas elementary school at 9:30am Saturday, 
Nov. 20th, then will go out to pick up bags of 
can food from the surrounding neighborhoods. 
Each year Pack 914 participates in this event 
as a way for the scouts to help others. 

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., Nov. 20, 65 miles out Calaveras to Milpitas 
return via Niles Canyon, Palomares and Dublin 
Canyon Roads, meet 9 a.m. at Shannon Center, 
Dublin, Kevin Thieben, 437-5919. Sun., Nov. 
21, 60 miles from San Ramon to Walnut Creek 
and Clayton and over Morgan Territory, meet 
9 a.m. at Park & Ride in San Ramon, Marcus 
van Raalte, 437-3332. Wed., Nov. 24, 42 miles 
up Mt. Diablo Junction, down to Walnut Creek, 
meet 10 a.m. at San Ramon Central Park, Peter 
Rathmann, 336-0973. Anyone planning to go 
on a ride is asked to call the leader for details 
on where to meet and what to bring.

Retired Public Employees under CALP-
ERS, meeting Dec. 2 for Christmas Party at 
Emil Villa's Hickory Pit, 3064 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. 10:30 a.m. $14 includes tax and tip. 
Limited space so the first 30 will be honored. 
Deadline to register is Fri., Nov. 26. Call Muriel 
Springer, 447-1920.

Tri-Valley Communities Against a Ra-
dioactive Environment (Tri-Valley CAREs) 
was founded in 1983 in Livermore, California 
by concerned neighbors living around the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, one 
of two locations where all US nuclear weapons 
are designed. Tri-Valley CAREs monitors 

nuclear weapons and environmental clean-up 
activities throughout the US nuclear weapons 
complex, with a special focus on Livermore Lab 
and the surrounding communities. Tri-Valley 
CAREs' mission is to promote peace, justice 
and a healthy environment. All are welcome 
at our monthly meeting at the Livermore Civic 
Center Library Thursday, November 18th from 
7:30pm to 9pm. For more information call Tri-
Valley CAREs at (925) 443-7148 or visit our 
website at http://trivalleycares.org 

Bird walk, Fri., Nov. 26, 9:30 a.m. John 
Muir National Historic Site. Over 100 species 
of birds have been identified at the site. Meet 
at the visitor center, 4202 Alhambra Ave., 
Martinez. Bring water and binoculars (of 
available). Wear good walking shoes. If rains 
heavily, the walk will be cancelled. Informa-
tion, call 228-8860.

2010 Giving Tree Holiday Giving Tree, 
sponsored by the Livermore Citizens Police 
Academy Alumni Association (LPD CPAAA). 
The tree will be placed in the Livermore Police 
Department lobby November 15 to December 
15. The lobby is open 9 am – 5pm Monday 
– Friday. The Police Department is located 
at 1110 S. Livermore Avenue. Donors select 
a tag from the tree in the lobby and bring the 
new unwrapped gift (with the tag attached) 
back to the chimney – the LPD CPAAA will 
do the rest. Monetary donations cannot be 
accepted. However, gift cards are always 
welcome. For more information, please call 
the Livermore Police Department Citizens 
Police Academy Alumni Association contact 
at (925) 371-4710. 

Food Drive, Contreras Chiropractic is 
helping Open Heart Kitchen collect food. For 
every 10 nonperishable items you donate at 
Contreras Chiropractic a Free Chiropractic 
Exam and X-rays is offered. Food will be 
collected until Nov. 19 at at 4200 East Ave., 
Ste. 102 in Livermore. Please contact Sarah 
or Dr. Gerardo Contreras at 925-606-5490 
for any details.

Emblem Club Holiday Boutique, Sat., 
Nov. 20, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Livermore-Pleasanton 
Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore. 
Handcrafted gifts such as wine bottle night 
lites, stained glass artwork, dog collars, catnip 
mats, embroidered t-shirts, cell phone charms, 
wood wreaths, and more. Snack bar open for a 
quick lunch. Homemade baked goods for sale. 
Call 455-8829 for information.

Boutique, Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet 
Reserve Association Unit 287 Livermore is 
holding a Crafters' Boutique on December 4, 
2010 at the Veteran's Hall 522 South L Street, 
Livermore from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The 
proceeds are going to our servicemen and 
women serving overseas. 

Holiday Boutique Vendors, Donlon 
Elementary is hosting a Holiday Boutique on 
Saturday, December 11th and is looking for 
merchants. This event is a fund-raiser for the 
Donlon Parent Faculty Club and all proceeds 
will benefit the classrooms. The event will run 
from 10 am to 2 pm and is held in the school's 
multipurpose room. To reserve a space, go to 
donlonboutique2010@gmail.com. The cost is 
$20 per half table or $40 for an entire 11 foot 
table. Space is limited.

FIRST Lego League will be holding 
its first-ever tournament in Livermore on 
November 20 from 9:30-4:00 at Our Savior 
Lutheran School, 1385 S. Livermore Avenue. 
12 student robotics teams from the all over 
the Bay Area, including 3 Livermore teams 
put their Lego-based robots into head-to-head 
competition. FIRST Lego League's mission is 
to help students find the fun and excitement 
in science and technology through friendly 
competition. The League is open to children 
ages 9-14. Come to Our Savior Lutheran School 
and see this great program in action and learn 
more about it. 

 Pleasantonians 4 Peace, Peaceful War 
Protest, November 24 between 5 - 6 at the 
corners of First and Neal Streets. Questions?? 
Call Cathe Norman at (925) 462-7495; Matt 
Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.com; or kdowd-
ing@pacbell.net. Website www.Pleasanto-
nians4Peace.org

Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter, meets 
9:30 a.m. on the first Saturday of the month 
between Sept. and May at the Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore. 
DAR is a women's service organization. The 

women are descended from a patriot of the 
American Revolution and are dedicated to pa-
triotism, preservation of American history and 
securing America's future through education. 
Information, contact Maris at 443-3087.

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Birthday dinner in Pleasanton, Nov. 21, 5 
p.m. RSVP by Nov. 18 to Marsha, 830-8483. 
Breakfast champagne brunch in Livermore, 
Nov. 28, 11 a.m., RSVP by Nov. 26 to Hilda, 
398-8808. Lunch in Pleasanton, Nov. 30, 
11:30 a.m., RSVP to Roselyn by Nov. 26, 
999-9936.

Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Jose Maria Amador Chapter, Pleasanton, 
volunteer women's service organization de-
scended from a patriot of the American Revo-
lution. Dedicated to patriotism, preservation 
of American history and securing America's 
future through better education. For more 
information, contact anarcisco@comcast.net 
or phone 510-507-5509.

Toastmasters, Amador Valley group meets 
at Mimi's Cafe, 4775 Hacienda Dr., Dublin, 7 
a.m. Thursday mornings. Learn to communi-
cate more effectively, improve presentation 
skills and leadership potential. Contact Hal 
Brown, 462-2412, for information.

Livermore Military Families is a support 
group for families in Livermore, who have a 
loved one serving in the Military. It is a safe 
place to come and share the joys, tears and fears 
they have with others who understand what 
they are going through. All family members 
are welcome to attend meetings. Meetings are 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the 
home of Cindy Gavello, 2851 Tahoe Drive, 
Livermore from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Caregiver Support Group, meets 2nd and 
4th Mondays of each month, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Learn new coping strategies and ways to better 
care for yourself. No fee to attend. Hope Hos-
pice Inc., 6377 Clark Ave., Suite 100, Dublin. 
829-8770, www.HopeHospice.com.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Val-
ley. Activities include a coffee on the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah 
Jongg, bridge, walking and hiking groups, 
family activities and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 215-8405 or visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com.

Learn Scottish Country dancing at the 
Livermore class of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society, San Francisco Branch. Lively 
reels and jigs, graceful strathspeys. All ages. 
Adults Mondays 8 to 9:30 p.m. Livermore 
Veteran's Hall, 522 South L St., Livermore; 
youth or adult Fridays 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Valley Dance Theatre School, 2247 Second 
St., Suite B, Livermore. Call Margaret Ward, 
449-5932 or Sheena MacQueen, 447-1833.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with a mis-
sion to distribute stuffed animals to social 
services, emergency services, medical facili-
ties and anyone who needs a hug. Based in 
Livermore, the group reaches around the Bay 
Area and the world. Volunteers needed to hold 
collections of gently used teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals, assist with fund-raising and 
deliver the animals to organizations supported 
by the group. Meetings 2nd Thursday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police Sta-
tion. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org or call 
373-7982 for more information.

Sunday Bingo, All regular game pay-outs 
$250. Free game guarantees payout of $350. 
Flash games for a chance to win up to $1,199. 
One session of speed. Free bagels and coffee. 
Doors open at 1:30 p.m. Session begins at 
4:00pm. Must be 18 years old. Bingo Ranch, 
3070 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 606-7777. 
Proceeds go to LVCS/CCEF

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Christensen, 
Arroyo Seco and East Ave Schools, and Excep-
tional Needs Network and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in Livermore. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

DAR, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Jose Maria Amador Chapter, 
Pleasanton, join the members and prospective 
members for social gathering and history of our 

American roots. Members are descended from 
Patriots who won the American Revolutionary 
War of Independence from England. Monthly 
meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month. For more information and meeting loca-
tion, please contact Susan at 925-699-4147.

Sons in Retirement (SIRS), informal 
social group for retired men who meet once a 
month for lunch. No fees, dues, etc. Variety of 
activities include golf, chess, hiking, etc. The 
Livermore SIRS 101 group meets at the Dou-
bletree Hotel, 720 Los Flores Rd., first Tuesday 
of each month, 11:45 a.m. Contact Chuck Petty, 
447-4704 or cpontrail@comcast.net.

Livermore Lioness Club welcomes new 
members at their regular monthly meeting on 
the first Tuesday of each month, at 6:30 pm. 
Participating in the many activities of the group 
is a great way to meet local people. The Lioness 
is a service club, sponsored by the Livermore 
Lions Club, that helps many worthy causes 
in our community. Lioness’s main focus are 
women, children and family issues, in addition 
to helping the blind. For information please 
call 925-443-4543. 

Ravenswood Historic Site, operated 
by the Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District. Ravenswood, is a restored Victorian 
country estate. The public is invited to join free 
tours noon to 4 p.m. the second and fourth Sun-
days of each month except December, with the 
last tour starting about 3:15 p.m. Also available 
on tour days are a gift shop featuring unique 
Victorian gift items and the Ravenswood Prog-
ress League’s Tankhouse Tea Room. Special 
events each year include the Old-Fashioned Ice 
Cream Social on the second Sunday in August 
and Victorian Yuletide the second Sunday in 
December. Ravenswood is located at 2647 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. For more information, 
call 925-443-0238 or visit the LARPD Web 
site at www.larpd.dst.ca.us.

RELIGION
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-

more, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday 
and at 7:30 p.m. on the second Sunday of each 
month. Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) 
is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church and 
reading room are located at Third and N Streets. 
The Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 Ar-
royo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship service 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., Livermore. 
Information, 447-8840.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 

Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open 
and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for 
more information. 

Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 
to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
925-305-9468. 

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8:30, 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. with Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Bible study for adults 
and activities for all ages on Wednesdays at 
6:45 p.m. 447-1848.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Blvd., Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Tuesday 
Bible study, 10 a.m. to noon. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Spiritual Reiki Group The Japanese 
system of Reiki is a spiritual practice which 
uses meditations, chanting, visualizations, 
and hands-on energy group work so that we 
can connect to our true nature. No prior Reiki 
experience is necessary. On the first and third 
Saturdays of every month, 10-11:45 a.m. at Tri-
Valley Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at 
gstaehle@comcast.net.

Community Bible Study Class, book of 
Luke will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church. CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all women, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30AM beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, ser-
vices on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ All 
are welcome.

Tri-Valley Unity Church welcomes its 
new minister, Rev. Harriet Hawkins, Sunday, 
November 21 at its 10 a.m. service. Rev. 
Hawkins has served at ministries in Virginia, 
the Agape Center in Los Angeles, and most 
recently as assistant minister for Family and 
Youth Ministries at the Oakland Center for 
Spiritual Living. Service at 10 a.m. at 2260 
Camino Ramon (in Commons Office Park), 
San Ramon. 925-829-2733 for directions or 
www.trivalleyunity.com All are welcome. 
Children's school during service.

The Catholic Community of St. Charles 
Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas Ave. in Livermore 
hosting an Advent Celebration on December 
3rd at 7:00 to 9:00 pm with storytelling, song 
and dramatic effects that nationally known 
actor Michael Reardon brings to his one-man 
production of Jesus’ birth. “The Advent Nar-
ratives” – The Nativity Story; this will be a 
telling of the Christmas story. Yuletide fun 
and refreshments will round out the evening 
in Borromeo Hall. Tickets are on sale now, 
$5/child & $8/adults (13 years & older). Sales 
will help cover actors' fee. Seating is on a first 
come basis. Contact Julie at upcatholic@aol.
com or 447-3539 ext 114 for tickets.
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