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PET OF THE WEEK
Meet Macadamia Nut, a 2 year old female kitty eager for her forever 
home after living at VHS for over six months. Don’t be so suspicious; 
black cats are not spooky! Often times, they are the best cats out 
there. Not only are they cuddly and very attractive little kitties, they 
are also usually always the last to find homes in shelters. We need to 
make an effort to start saving the lives of these beautiful felines.  Join 
us on Black Friday 11/25 for Black Cat Friday from 1-4PM at Valley 
Humane Society for discounted animal adoptions. To learn more, 
call 925-426-8656 or visit the website www.valleyhumane.org. Valley 
Humane Society is located at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton. 
Hours are Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Photo courtesy of Trina Cort

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The children at Cottage Preschool at Trinity Baptist Church in Livermore hosted a Thanksgiving Feast for their families and friends. 
The children prepared a special turkey dinner complete with all the trimmings. In the photo, students perform special songs they 
rehearsed for the occasion. 
 

ValleyCare 
Opens Clinic 
In Livermore 
Walmart 

Walmart and ValleyCare Med-
ical Foundation, in affiliation 
with ValleyCare Physicans As-
sociates, announced Livermore’s 
newest location for basic health 
care services – “The Clinic at 
Walmart” operated by Valley-
Care Medical Foundation. This 
clinic opened November 21 
inside the Walmart, 2700 Las 
Positas Road.

On opening day Nov. 21, 
some 45 customers stopped by 
to check out the facility. "They 
were thrilled," said ValleyCare 
Foundation COO Pam Marini. 
Two patients also stopped in for 
treatment.

The facility is staffed by a 
nurse practitioner and an assis-
tant, who can communicate with 
physicians on duty via computer 
and a web cam. One big attrac-
tion, besides the location that is 
handy for many residents, is the 
lower cost to the patient, because 
of cost savings made available 
to ValleyCare by Walmart, said 
Marini.

The clinic will provide af-
fordable access to basic health 
care services, seven days a week, 
with no appointment necessary. 
The walk-in health clinic is the 
first owned and operated by Val-
leyCare Medical Foundation, in a 
Walmart. The clinic will be open 
for walk-in care Monday-Friday 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday noon 
to 6 p.m.

For busy customers who need 
care, especially after working 
hours or on weekends, the clinic 
will treat common health ail-
ments and offer routine services. 
These include, but are not limited 
to, the following: sore throats, 
sinus infections, upper-respira-
tory infections, earaches, blad-
der infections, insect bites and 
stings, vaccinations, routine 
physicals, pregnancy testing, 
suture removal, fever, migraine, 
heartburn, nausea and vomiting, 
and seasonal allergies.

“By joining with Walmart to 
operate ‘The Clinic at Walmart,’ 
ValleyCare Medical Foundation 
is improving access to health 
care in our community,” said 
ValleyCare Medical Foundation 
COO Pam Marini. “Our clinic is 
staffed with licensed health care 
providers, supervised by physi-
cians in ValleyCare Physicians 
Associates Medical Group. The 
clinic will have extended and 
weekend hours. Our mission is 
to serve all members of this com-
munity, and the clinic is one more 
way we fulfill our mission.”

Bruce Shepard, Walmart’s 

The annual Dublin Holiday 
Tree Lighting will be held in 
the Civic Center on Thursday, 
December 1, from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m.

The City’s holiday tree and 
City Hall will become aglow 
in red, white, and blue in honor 
of Dublin’s “All-America City” 
status.  Free refreshments will be 
served. Those attending will sing 
carols as they await the arrival 
of a certain gentleman from the 
North Pole.

The Dublin Unified School 
District Children’s Choir and 
the Wells Middle School Jazz 
Combo will perform. 

Those attending are asked 
to bring a donation of a warm 
coat.

Dublin Tree 
Lighting Set 
For Dec. 1
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The Palm Event Center in Pleasanton was transformed into 
a Christmas wonderland during the ValleyCare Foundation's 
annual Christmas Tree Lane. Proceeds from the event, held last 
weekend, benefit The Breast Cancer Patient Navigator Program 
and ValleyCare Emergency Room Expansion.
 

By Patricia Koning
As state funding to K-12 edu-

cation decreases, school districts 
can no longer afford to pay for 
enrichment and extracurricular 
programs. Parents either bear the 
financial responsibility to keep 
those programs alive, or they 
are eliminated. You could plug 
almost anything into that formula 
– music, art, drama, or athletics, 
which was one of the topics at 
the Nov. 15 meeting of the Liver-

Uncertain Future for High School Athletics
more Board of Education. 

“It’s difficult to overstate the 
importance of extracurricular 
activities, including athletics, 
in a comprehensive high school 
program,” said assistant super-
intendent Chris Van Schaack. 
“Over the past three years, we’ve 
asked parents to contribute more 
and more. I’m fearful we are 
pricing families out of athletics. 
Are we missing opportunities for 
connections with students?”

The District has steadily re-
duced the amount of funding for 
high school athletics over the last 
few years. Last spring, all fund-
ing for high school athletics was 
eliminated. 

In response to the reductions, 
parents were asked to contrib-
ute a “fair share” donation per 
student per sport. According to 
Van Schacck, the fair share do-
nation was about $150 in 2008 
but has increased to about $600 

in the current school year. The 
percentage of parents donating 
has dropped, from 85% in 2008 
to 65% in 2011. 

While the fair share donation 
is voluntary and no student can be 
turned away for not contributing, 
Van Schaack expressed concern 
that there are “students who just 
aren’t coming to the table.” The 
fair share donation, he explained, 
originally was intended to be 
on par with fees for community 

sports programs like recreational 
soccer and little league. 

The athletics programs at 
Livermore and Granada High 
Schools cost approximately 
$580,000 at each site. Most 
of that money goes towards 
equipment ($205,000), coach-
ing stipends ($145,000), and 
miscellaneous costs, such as 
trainers, travel, and maintenance 
($155,000). Other costs are trans-

(See ATHLETICS, page 4)

(See CLINIC, page 4)

How successful  California’s 
new Health Insurance Exchange 
will be depends on how many use 
it, said Brent Barnhart, director of 
the state Department of Managed 
Health Care (DMHC).

Barnhart addressed a Pleas-
anton Chamber of Commerce 

Valley Panel Looks at Health Care Law
luncheon Nov. 16. Three local 
panelists contributing knowledge 
about the Valley health care situ-
ation.

The three panelists were Kai-
ser Permanente representative 
Ron Wetter, ValleyCare Health 
System president/CEO Marcy 

Feit, and Sue Compton, CEO of 
AXIS Community Health. 

Starting in 2014, the Califor-
nia Health Benefit Exchange is 
projected to make it easier for 
individuals and small businesses 
to compare plans and buy health 
insurance on the private market.

Barnhart pointed out that the 
Health Exchange won’t eliminate 
private coverage. However, he 
expects, “It will be refreshing, 
because everyone will have 
choices.”

Those choices will have an 
(See HEALTHCARE, page 5)

The Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory’s history is 
steeped in innovation.  

The Lab’s Industrial Partner-
ship Office is launching a new 
program intended to meet the 
rapidly rising number of requests 
for nondisclosure and material 
transfer agreements, letters of 
support, cooperative research 
and development agreements and 
license agreements. The program 
intends to accelerate the rate of 
technology transfer out of the 
Lab and into business.  The Lab 
is partnering with the Keiretsu 
Forum, the world’s largest net-
work of angel capital investors 
in the world, to recruit investors 
who want to return to their roots 
as successful entrepreneurs and 
explore technologies from the 
National Laboratory.

A press release from the De-
partment of Energy notes that for 
60 years, the U.S. government, 
and in turn the public, have ben-
efitted from breakthrough tech-
nologies that have sprung from 
the Lab’s fundamental research. 
Tapping the entrepreneurial spirit 
of its surroundings, the Lab has 
leveraged the research of some of 

New Lab Program 
Aimed at Speeding Up 
Technology  Transfer

the world’s most talented scien-
tists and engineers and returned 
to the Valley a legacy of intel-
lectual property — a legacy that 
includes the launch of hundreds 
of successful companies. 

During just the past 20 years, 
five entrepreneurs from the Lab 
have founded four companies 
with a current market capitaliza-
tion of $8.4 billion: Cadence 
Design, Rambus, Digital Globe 
and Cepheid. From sub-micron 
IC design (in essence, designing 
very, very tiny circuits) to DNA 
sequencing, the Lab’s research 
has contributed to the technology 
behind smartphones and tablet 
computers, new generations of 
pharmaceuticals and a brand new 
perspective on how we see our 
own planet via the Google Earth 
application.

“Any time is the right time for 
business to benefit from govern-
ment-funded work,” said Erik 
Stenehjem, who leads LLNL’s 
Industrial Partnership Office. 
“But the current economy de-
mands that we must move ideas 
out of government labs and into 
the hands of entrepreneurs who 

(See TECHNOLOGY, page 5) (See BART, page 4)

Livermore 
Makes 
Case for 
BART 
Extension 
on County 
Tax Ballot

Livermore residents and their 
supporters made their case to 
include $400 million for a BART 
extension and an Isabel Avenue 
station on the list of projects to 
be funded in Measure B3.

However, they met opposition 
from backers of other transporta-
tion projects in north and central 
county at a meeting Nov. 17 in 
Oakland.

The transportation projects 
would be funded through Mea-
sure B3, a countywide sales tax 
measure. Currently, hearings are 
being held to determine which 
projects would be on the list to 
receive money.

The Alameda County Trans-
portation Commission (ACTC) 
is faced with whittling down 
$30 billion worth of proposed 
projects to $7.7 billion. The elec-
tion would be held in November 
2012.

If voters respond with the nec-
essary two-thirds approval, the 
current one-half percent sales tax 
that goes to pay for transportation 
projects all over Alameda County 
would be raised to 1 percent.

Instead of sunsetting in 2022, 
as had been the case with the cur-
rent one-half cent sales tax, the 
one-cent sales tax would continue 
in perpetuity. It would fund the 
$7.7 billion of projects that will 
be selected to be placed on the 
ballot early enough next year to 
meet the November deadline.

A coalition of groups based 
mainly in Oakland signed a letter 
by Alameda County Supervisor 
Keith Carson, who represents 
Berkeley and parts of Oakland, 
supporting a four-page "Com-
munity Vision Platform."

The Platform calls for money 
for AC Transit service restora-
tion, repairs on the BART tunnel, 
bicycle/pedestrian project and 
program funding, money for lo-
cal roads, and an eco-pass. The 
transit pass would be free to all 
middle school and high school 
students in the county. 

The Platform wants money 
for its projects, and specifically 
asks ACTC to keep the Liver-
more BART extension and the 
Highway 84 widening out of the 
planned projects on the ballot. 
The coalition's document calls 
the extension a "low benefit/high 
costs massive transit project." 

Dawn Argula, Chief of Staff, 
Operations to Supervisor Hag-
gerty, pointed out that 60 percent 
of the money is going to bike and 
pedestrian programs, AC Transit 
and paratransit; 40 percent to 
capital projects. BART to Liver-
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Last Saturday, Pleasanton and 
Livermore hosted special events 
to kick-off the holiday shopping 
season. The Earlier Than the Bird 
was held in both cities. Shoppers 
were dressed in pajamas as they 
checked out the decoration and 
gift ideas at downtown stores. 
At the Main Street Christmas 
Store in Livermore (lower left) are 
Cynthia Long and Terry Manica-
Keller. In Pleasanton (lower 
right) are Pamela Boggs, Cynthia 
Nielsen, and Patty Takens. In the 
evening, Pleasanton's annual 
Magical Holiday Evening included 
enter ta inment ,  ch i ld ren 's 
activities, holiday treats and 
Santa and his helpers. Downtown 
windows were dressed up for the 
holidays. In the photo, The Wine 
Steward (upper right) featured 
a small village, which drew the 
attention of many.

The future supply of water 
remains the biggest concern of 
the four water retailers in the 
Valley, according to an annual 
report from the Tri-Valley Water 
Retailers (TVWR).

Livermore ,  Pleasanton, 
DSRSD, and California Water 
Service are the retailers.

Pleasanton councilman Matt 
Sullivan, one of the city’s two 
delegates to TVWR, said that 
the supply forecast by water 
wholesaler Zone 7 Water Agency 
“is probably pretty good,” al-
though there were no details in 
the report.

However, beyond 20-plus 
years, “the outlook is question-
able,” said Sullivan. 

The current environmental 
planning uncertainties around 
the Delta, which is the conduit 
for most of the water that Zone 
7 sells to the retailers, clouds the 
horizon of predictability.

There has been a cutback in 
water to the Valley since 2006, 
which was the last time the Valley 
received 100 percent of its alloca-
tion from the State Water Project. 
Even in a good water year, such 
as 2011, with a big Sierra snow-
pack, the state provided Zone 
7 only 80 percent of its normal 
allocation.

A court ruling after 2006 
about retaining enough fresh 
water in the Delta to help  fish 
and plant life resulted in a lower 
level of reliability on obtaining 
water from the Delta. 

With more population growth 
coming to the Valley Zone 7’s 

Long-range Water 
Adequacy Biggest Concern

proposed solutions to  reliability 
may not be 100 percent workable, 
said Sullivan.

One of the proposed solutions 
— an East County desalination 
project located on the Carquinez 
Strait — may not be a solution 
as much as hoped, because of 
the high capital and energy costs 
involved. 

Another solution involves use 
of more recycled waste water. 
Again, initial costs are high, so 
much will depend on a finance 
plan.

What concerns Sullivan most 
is that with Pleasanton possibly 
growing by 3000 more units, 
with 2000 of them the result of 
a lawsuit settlement, the city 
will have to factor in how much 
more water the city will need to 
handle the added population. In 
turn, that means Zone 7 will have 
to include the numbers in its esti-
mates about water need. 

“The TVWR report doesn’t 
even bring growth into the equa-
tion,” said Sullivan. However, 
the Pleasanton council is aware 
of the growth issue and plans 
to include a discussion of it at a 
meeting soon, he said.

Zone 7 does plan out five 
years, obtaining new growth 
figures each year from the cities. 
Also, the Zone conducted an in-
depth report about the long-range 
availability of water, which con-
tributed data to the TVWR report. 
Zone 7 also recognizes that in 
terms of long-range planning, 
there are variables that must be 
taken into account.
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Santa Claus took time out from his busy season to recognize volunteers who help to stage the 
annual Pleasanton Hometown Holiday parade and tree lighting. Mayor Jennifer Hosterman thanked 
him, suggesting that he might have more important business to take care of such things as making 
toys and lists of good little girls and boys. (Photo Ken Mano)

The City of Pleasanton will  
host the Annual Hometown 
Holiday Celebration on Saturday, 
December 3, 2011 from 5:00 
to 7:30 p.m. along Main Street 
in downtown Pleasanton. The 
centerpiece of this free event 
is a festive community-based 
parade followed by the lighting 
of a holiday tree in front of the 
Museum on Main.

The parade always kicks off 
with one of Pleasanton’s award-
winning high school marching 

bands from either Amador Valley 
High School or Foothill High 
School leading the way. The 
band is followed by dozens of 
holiday inspired entries includ-
ing Pleasanton’s own Balloon 
Platoon, the Pleasanton City 
Council, hundreds of Cub Scouts 
and Brownies, local car clubs and 
dog clubs, and much more.

Main Street will close to 
vehicular traffic at 4:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, December 3.  

The Hometown Holiday pro-

gram relies on the support of the 
community to make the event 
a success and volunteers are 
still needed. Those interested in 
volunteering for the event are 
encouraged to visit www.home-
townholiday.com.

In the event of rain, a parade 
cancellation telephone hotline 
will be implemented and up-
dated each hour after 2:30 p.m. 
on parade day, December 3. The 
Cancellation Information Phone 
Line is (925) 931-5352.

Volunteers Make Hometown Holiday Celebration a Success

Election is Final
The results of the Nov. 8 election in Liver-

more are now official. The Alameda County 
Registrar of Voters issued the certified results 
last week.

The new mayor, John Marchand, and new 
councilmembers, Laureen Turner and Stewart 
Gary, will be sworn in at the next city council 
meeting on Monday, Nov. 28.

The final totals for mayor are John Marchand, 
7100; Barbara Hickman, 6798; and Minuete 
McKernan, 912. Council vote counts are Laureen 
Turner, 7807; Stewart Gary, 7396; Bobby Dale 
Turner, 6493; and Marshall Kamena, 6204.

The tally shows that 32.77 (14,986) percent of 
Livermore’s 45,727 registered voters cast ballots. 
In the race for council, 1997 people selected only 
one candidate. 

Easement Acreage Increases
The Tri-Valley Conservancy (TVC) has ac-

cepted two conservation easements on about 60 
acres of vineyards owned by the Wente Family 
Estates. Today there are over 5,000 acres of 
vineyards with more than 50 percent preserved 
because of agreements between landowners 
and TVC.

The additional acres bring the total preserved 
in the South Livermore Valley Area Plan to 4,309 
acres, which includes other agricultural uses and 
open space. 

“This is a great example of how landowners 
and the TVC can partner to support the continued 
success of the South Livermore Plan. As land-
owners for over 128 years, the preservation of 
the valley and the goals of the plan are extremely 
important to the Wente family,” said Kevin 
Zollinger, executive vice president at Wente.

Free Rides on Wheels
Wheels is offering free bus rides home when 

boarding at Hacienda Crossings and Stoneridge 
Shopping Center.

Starting the Day after Thanksgiving until 
Christmas Day, passengers board for free ev-

eryday at Hacienda Crossings in Dublin and on 
Saturdays and Sundays at Stoneridge Shopping 
Center in Pleasanton.

Free rides are courtesy of promotion partners, 
Hacienda Crossings and StoneridgeShopping 
Center.  

For more information on the Wheels 2011 
Holiday Ride Home Free promotion, bus sched-
ules and bus stop locations, call Wheels Customer 
Service at (925) 455-7500 or visit us online at 
www.wheelsbus.com.

Livermore Survey Underway
The City of Livermore is conducting citywide 

research to measure satisfaction with the Liver-
more community and municipal government. 
Distribution of the National Citizen Survey began 
this week with the mailing of 1,200 surveys to 
randomly selected households. The City typi-
cally distributes the citizen survey to residents 
to gather information about community livability 
indicators before development of its two-year 
budget. This will be the fifth time since 2004 
the City has participated in the National Citizen 
Survey™. 

Feedback obtained will be used to set bench-
marks for measuring and tracking the quality 
of level of services provided to residents. Com-
munity feedback will assist in program plan-
ning, goal setting, budgeting and performance 
measurement. It will also help the City Council 
make decisions that affect the community. 

“Resident input on quality of life helps the 
City provide the best level of service to the com-
munity,” said Mayor Marshall Kamena. “The 
survey takes only minutes to complete but greatly 
helps the City Council understand the needs of 
this community.” 

The survey was developed by the International 
City/County Management Association (ICMA) 
and The National Research Center, through a 
low-cost resident survey service for local gov-
ernments. 

For more information about the citizen survey, 
please call 925-960-4000. 

 

 Environmental monitoring 
of operations at Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory in 
2010 found no adverse impact to 
public health or the environment 
from Laboratory operations. The 
findings are presented in the 
Laboratory’s Sitewide Annual 
Environmental Report 2010.

The report assesses the impact 
of LLNL operations on public 
health and the environment, 
summarizes the Lab’s regulatory 
compliance with environmental 
standards and requirements, 
describes LLNL’s environmen-
tal protection and remediation 

programs, and records results of 
environmental monitoring for the 
main Laboratory site, as well as 
for Site 300, the Laboratory’s 
experimental test facility near 
Tracy, Calif.

In addition, the report docu-
ments the actions the Laboratory 
has taken to comply with federal, 
state and local environmental 
laws, including the Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act, Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act, and 
National Environmental Policy 
Act, among others.

The following is a summary of 
findings in Lawrence Livermore 

National Laboratory’s Environ-
mental Report 2010. The com-
plete report may be accessed on 
the Web at https://saer.llnl.gov/. 
It also is available in the environ-
mental sections of the Livermore 
and Tracy public libraries.

• Environmental management 
- In 2010, the Laboratory was 
certified to the ISO 14001:2004 
standard. This standard specifies 
requirements for an environmen-
tal management system enabling 
an organization to develop and 
implement a policy and objec-
tives that take into account legal 
requirements and other require-

ments.
• Air monitoring - Air at the 

Laboratory and throughout the 
Livermore Valley and in the 
Tracy area is monitored by some 
70 instruments at 38 separate 
locations. In 2010, radionuclide 
and beryllium concentrations in 
air were well below the levels 
that cause concern for the envi-
ronment or public health.

• Water monitoring/ground-
water remediation - Data show 
LLNL has good control of its dis-
charges to the sanitary sewer, and 
the measurements of discharges 
to surface water indicate that 

LLNL’s best management prac-
tices for storm water pollution 
prevention are effective. At both 
the Livermore site and at Site 300 
remediation activities continued 
to remove contaminants from 
groundwater and soil vapor that 
resulted from past operations.

• Terrestrial radiological mon-
itoring - The impact of LLNL 
operations on surface soil in 2010 
was insignificant.

• Biota - The Laboratory stud-
ies, preserves and attempts to 
improve the habitat of five animal 
and plant species at Site 300 that 

are covered by the federal or 
California Endangered Species 
Acts, as well as species that are 
rare and otherwise of special 
interest. The Laboratory meets 
the requirements of federal and 
state regulatory acts covering 
endangered or sensitive natural 
resources.

• Radiological dose - Annual 
radiological doses from emis-
sions at the Livermore site and 
at Site 300 in 2010 were found 
to be well below the regulatory 
limit for radiation protection of 
the public.

Report Finds No Negative Environmental Impacts from Operations at Lab
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portation ($30,000) and league 
fees and officials ($47,000). 

Currently, the majority of the 
funding comes from voluntary 
donations – $105,000 from fair 
share, $220,000 for gear and 
equipment, $30,000 for trans-
portation, and $107,000 from the 
Livermore-Granada Boosters. 
Team fundraising brings in about 
$50,000. The Associated Student 
Body (ASB) at each school con-
tributes $70,000. 

All money collected through 
gate receipts at sports like foot-
ball, basketball, and volleyball, 
goes to the school’s ASB. Gate 
fees are regulated by the leagues. 
The ASB, in turn, spends the 
money on the entire school, 
not just athletics. “The biggest 
expense is school improvement, 
like new bleachers or upgrad-
ing the sound system,” said 
Livermore High School student 
representative Alek Klimek. 

The trustees discussed options 
for high school athletics, which 
included contributing from the 
general fund, eliminating sports, 
changing to an intramural pro-
gram, being adopted by a star 
athlete alumnus, and seeking a 
business sponsor, another parcel 
tax, or more community dona-
tions. They could even include 
collecting change in storefronts. 

Trustee Anne White com-
mented that some school districts 
have put out the idea that they’d 
have to cut football or basketball, 
only to have a wealthy patron 
emerge from the community. “I 
don’t know if we have a patron 
like that in Livermore,” she said. 
“Sports are important – more 
important than I thought when I 
first joined the board.”

Trustee Stu Gary expressed 
concern that by providing no 
District funding for high school 
athletics, the District could be 
exposed politically, philosophi-
cally, and possibly legally if the 
situation evolved into “pay to 
play.”

“We need to stretch some 
resources in the general fund. 
I’d support designating at least 
$50,000 per site from the gen-
eral fund,” he said. “It would 
take the pressure off while we 
have a community discussion 
about athletics as well as arts and 
music. The general fund budget 
will have to be reapportioned 
further, understanding we might 
have to squeeze K-5 or increase 
class sizes.”

Kate Runyon said that this 
idea was not feasible, as the Dis-
trict is already deficit spending. 
“The reality is, we are Greece. 
We spend more than we take in 
every year,” she explained. “The 
difference between us and Greece 
is that we started with some 
money. It’s extremely painful, 
but we are facing a grim reality 

that we are eating away at our 
reserve. We could ask for a token 
contribution, but really, we are 
facing the question of whether 
we can afford to have sports? I’d 
give up sports before I’d give up 
arts or math or science.”

The best option, she added, 
was to go back to the community 
and ask, “Are you willing to let 
this happen or are you willing to 
pay more in property taxes?”

Another concern is that dona-
tions will decrease because of the 
economy. Klimek said that ASB 
has been contributing money to 
sports from its surplus, which is 
almost gone. “I don’t think we 
can continue donating to athlet-
ics,” he said. “Donations from 
the LHS ASB will be much less 
next year.”

Superintendent Kelly Bowers 
also noted that athletics is one of 
the Livermore Valley Education 
Foundation (LVEF)’s “Straight 
A’s for Education”; the other two 
are arts and academics. “Athlet-
ics have not always garnered as 
much attention,” she said. “We 
have many star alumni like Ran-
dy Johnson. Maybe one day one 
of our alumnus will adopt us.”

The Board will discuss this 
issue further at a future meet-
ing. The trustees asked District 
administrators to include in-
formation about middle school 
athletics, provide a more detailed 
cost breakdown, and consider if 
facilities funds could be used for 
school improvement projects 
funded by ASB. 

Gary, who was elected to the 
Livermore City Council, will 
leave the Board later this month. 
The Board will appoint a new 
trustee in January. Anyone in-
terested in applying can contact 
Margaret Gehlert at mgehlert@
lvjusd.k12.ca.us or 925-606-
3200. 

LVEF will hold Community 
Day at the A’s on April 22, with 
a portion of the ticket sales going 
to LVEF. Brandon Sweeney, son 
of Livermore Police Chief Steve 
Sweeney, will sing the national 
anthem. For more information 
on LVEF, visit www.lvef.org 
or http://www.firstgiving.com/
lvef/.

 

ATHLETICS
(continued from page one)

director of healthcare innova-
tions, stated, “This type of clinic 
helps expand their access to 
quality health care. ValleyCare 
is a well-known and respected 
health care provider in this area, 
so our customers will receive 
quality care from people they 
know and trust.” 

For further information about 
“The Clinic at Walmart”, please 
visit www.walmart.com/clinics. 

CLINIC
(continued from page one)

(More MAILBOX, page 5)

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed. Letters should be 
submitted by e-mail to editmail@
compuserve.com.)

Hagemann Ranch
Karen Hogan
Livermore

I believe Livermore is in 
danger of losing local connection 
with Hagemann Ranch and the 
story that makes it so unique.

In April, Hoofprints on the 
Heart Adaptive Riding Center 
was taken over by a Board that 
refused to consider Livermore 
residents as members, and in-
stead brought on people who 
live in Marin, New Mexico, and 
Contra Costa County.

It was a hostile takeover that 
ended up ousting Hoofprints 
founder, Barbara Soules.

This current board seems to 
be in the process of making itself 
an advisory board, turning Hoof-
prints on the Heart into a subordi-
nate to a larger organization with 
no connection to Livermore. 

BART
(continued from page one)

If you are concerned about 
this, we need to take action im-
mediately.

Write to any or all of the fol-
lowing people and tell them “I 
want Hagemann Ranch to be 
maintained by a Livermore non-
profit that is representative of the 
community of Livermore.”

John Marchand (jmarch-
and@ci.livermore.ci.us)

Marshall Kamena (mhka-
mena@ci.livermore.ca.us)

Jean Prasher (japrasher@
ci.livermore.ca.us)

Eric Uranga (ejuranga@
ci.livermore.ca.us)

Marc Roberts (mroberts@
ci.livermore.ca.us)

P u t  S a v e  H a g e m a n n 
Ranch in the subject line and   
p l e a s e  c c  b o t h  C y n t h i a  
Patton  at CynthiaPatton@ 
att.net)and myself  at karen-
writes@pacbell.net.

If you want more details, 
please feel free to contact me.

Roller Hockey Response
Kathy VanDerostyne
Livermore

In response to Ms. Kara Ma-
goon’s letter regarding use of the 
Roller Hockey Rink at Val Vista 
park being reserved by a Roller 
Derby team, I have to say this is 
a perfect indication that an indoor 
rink is needed in the Tri-Valley 
area. There are roller hockey 

teams in Livermore and Pleas-
anton currently. The Livermore 
teams play outdoors, weather 
permitting. 

The only indoor roller rink 
is Golden Skate in San Ramon, 
which has local roller hockey 
teams, but from what I under-
stand the cost is prohibitive for 
the local roller derby team to 
reserve practice space there right 
now. I play roller derby as well. 
While I do not skate for the team 
that has rented Val Vista park for 
their practices, I am well aware of 
the difficulties in finding places 
to practice. This team needed to 
reserve the rink for practice space 
in order to have a steady place 
to practice and build their team. 
There is no other option that is 
cost-effective in the Tri Valley 
area. Roller derby is a growing 
sport - not the spectacle it used to 
be - and there are currently two 
teams in the Tri-Valley that have 
struggled to find a place to prac-
tice in order to grow their team. 
Val Vista Park is one of the few 
places to practice, but with winter 
coming, practice is prevented if 
it is raining, or becomes dark as 
there are no lights at this rink.

I am sorry that Ms. Magoon’s 
daughter was unable to play 
roller hockey at what to them 
is a local outdoor rink. When 
this derby team started out, they 
found themselves in the same 

predicament, which prompted 
them to reserve the rink so they 
could build a team with regular 
practice times (much like the 
Roller Hockey teams that used 
to play there in the past). I find 
it very exclusionary that just be-
cause these skaters don’t all live 
in Pleasanton that they “don’t 
belong” there. How does Ms. 
Magoon know that none of these 
skaters live in Pleasanton? 

I truly wish an indoor roller 
hockey rink would open in the 
Tri Valley area. Maybe then lo-
cal Roller Hockey leagues will 
flourish, rather than lose players 
due to being forced to only skate 
outdoors. 

War
Donald King
Livermore

All these patriotic holidays 
are tough for those of us who 
oppose war and militarism. I 
was born in 1925, so, to me Vet-
erans’ Day is very much in my 
mind as Armistice Day, the day 
memorializing the end of World 
War I. My father, an immigrant 
from England, went back to 
Europe in 1918 in the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF). He 
did not see service in the trench 
warfare, fortunately.

I have just finished reading a 
great book about WWI by Adam 

Leading by Example
At a time when the public is complaining about salaries 

and benefits paid public employees, the Livermore Manage-
ment Group has agreed to a new contract that is an answer 
to those concerns.

A three year contract with the group was approved last 
week by the Livermore City Council. It will save the city 
$730,00 over the life of the contract.  Managers will receive 
no salary increase. By the end of the contract, they will be 
paying the full 8 percent PERS donation. A second tier for 
new hires will go into effect.

The agreement demonstrates that management is lead-
ing by example, sharing in the cuts the city must make to 
salaries and benefits during these economic times.

Jeff Shafer, president of the Livermore Management 
Group, said it well, “Management stepped up and responded 
when the city demonstrated there was a need.”

Pleasanton Art Collection
A crystall firebell was dedicated last week at the Firehouse 

Arts Center in Pleasanton.
It is another in a series of public art donated to the city 

by Nancy and Gary Harrington.
 The couple has established the Harrington Art Partner-

ship, a 10 year program, with the City of Pleasanton.  The 
couple has pledged to match donations to the Art Partner-
ship of at least $3,500, up to $40,000 per year, until 2021. 
Donors are given the chance to select art from a brochure 
prepared for the city or they can commission a work of art. 
The ultimate goal is to create an Art Walk connecting the 
new Firehouse Arts Center, downtown Pleasanton, and the 
Senior Center.

The Harringtons efforts are truly creating a legacy that 
will benefit all of Pleasanton.

more is just one of the capital 
projects.

The document states that the 
coalition thinks that there are 
other, cheaper methods of provid-
ing transportation for Livermore. 
No mode is mentioned.

Supporters of the BART ex-
tension to Livermore explained 
that they have been paying for 
BART for 49 years. Livermore 
is the only original member of 
BART that is not directly served 
by BART. If the money were not 
included in the November 2012 
ballot measure, it would likely be 
another 20 years before funding 
would be available for a BART 
extension to Livermore. The list 
of projects to be funded by the 
sales tax  is updated only every 
20 years. 

One pro-extension speaker at 
the meeting said, "We need a full 
station in Livermore, not a bus 
bridge. BART has a long time 
obligation. It's our turn now."

The coalition also opposes the 
widening of Highway 84 from 
I-680 to Isabel Avenue, and the 
funding of any HOT or HOV 
lanes. They believe that hey 
would increase greenhouse gases 
by increasing highway capacity.

Pleasanton wants the High-
way 84 widening included, be-
cause it helps solve the problem 
of cut through commute traffic 
in the city.

All Valley cities want HOT/
HOV lanes to ease freeway con-
gestion around them.

FACTS ON COST
OF BART DISPUTED

The BART extension oppo-
nents said in their letter and at 
the  microphone at the Nov. 17 
meeting that $400 million for the 
extension would not go very far 
toward a total cost of $4 billion 
for the project. In writing, they 
said that the project would have 
to obtain 85 percent of its funding 
from somewhere else.

However, their numbers are 
wrong, ACTC executive director 
Art Dao told The Independent 
this week. The $4 billion they 
used was a rounding upward of 
$3.8 billion, which was the cost 
of two stations. One was slated 
for downtown Livermore, the 
other for Vasco Road.

However, the city switched 
to a preferred route along Inter-
state 580, with stations at Isabel 
Avenue and Greenville Road. 
Together they would cost $3.2 
billion, said Dao.

The important point is that 
BART can build the Livermore 
station at Isabel for $1.2 billion. 
The $400 million is 33 percent of 
the cost, said Dao. The city has 
said the Isabel station is crucial. 
The Greenville station can wait.

Livermore city engineer Cheri 
Sheets backed up Dao's estimate 
of what the $400 million would 
accomplish. "We believe that 
$400 million gets you well on 
the way to funding the project," 
she said.

Sheets also pointed out that 
the $1.2 billion estimated costs of 
the extension to Isabel consists of 
both direct and indirect costs. The 
city is working with BART to 
identify how much of the funding 
is direct cost and what includes 
indirect costs and enhancements 
to the system. Among the items 

up for discussion are replacement 
cars, how many and whether 
the Livermore extension should 
be responsible for purchasing 
them.

Livermore is also confident 
that it can obtain other funding 
sources. There already is another 
$100 million earmarked for it 
from regional bridge toll revenue, 
said Sheets.

Sheets stated in an earlier in-
terview, "The Measure B3 funds 
are a huge anchor that draws all 
of the other money."

If voters authorize the $400 
million, and other financing is 
obtained as expected, the Isabel 
station is expected to open in five 
to eight years, said Sheets.

"IT'S TIME," SAY
EXTENSION BACKERS
At the meeting, support for 

the Livermore extension was 
expressed by over 15 speakers, 
mostly Livermore residents, 
many of whom have paid taxes 
for all or most of the 49 years 
that Livermore has been in the 
BART district.

Others appearing in sup-
port were construction union 
members who want to work on 
the BART project. Dublin City 
Councilmember Eric Swalwell 
also spoke in favor of a BART 
extension to Livermore.

Almost all of the speakers 
supporting the I-580 extension 
came from Friends of Livermore. 
Several from Keep BART on 
580 also addressed the commis-
sion. The two groups opposed 
each other in the recent the city 
election.

Bob Baltzer, president of 
Friends of Livermore, stated, 
"I'm one of the folks who have 
been paying sales and property 
tax for the whole 49 years  that 
Livermore has been in the BART 
district. I favor the extension 
along 580. There were opposing 
factions. In the last election, all 
agreed it will go down 580."

"Vote for this measure. We 
need full BART down 580, with 
both stations," declared Baltzer.

Linda Jeffrey Sailors, former 
Dublin mayor, now a Livermore 
resident who was a leader in 
Keep BART on 580, told the 
panel that she helped work on the 
first Measure B in 1986. 

"We kept saying, put a Liver-
more extension at the end of the 
list. If there were enough money, 
(then build it). It's time. It is the 
only one in the original (BART) 
programs that is not funded," 
said Sailors.

BART took on two projects 
that were outside the BART dis-
trict, instead of funding the Liver-
more extension. "I think you will 
find strong support for (the ballot 
measure) in Livermore, if you 
include it," said Sailors.

Livermore resident Trice Cun-
ningham said she moved to 
Livermore 34 years ago, "when 
Dublin BART was promised." 
She said simply, "It is time. It is 
time. It is time."

Joan Seppala introduced her-
self as publisher of The Indepen-
dent and a member of the Sierra 
Club and many other environ-
mental groups.

Seppala said that the BART to 
Isabel extension is projected to 
generate over 20,000 new BART 

riders, producing significant and 
measurable environmental ben-
efits. For example, BART to Isa-
bel would eliminate over 400,000 
vehicle miles per day. Green-
house gases would be reduced 
by 260,000 pounds. She asked, 
"Why would Livermore residents 
choose to tax themselves if the 
measure again did not support 
BART to Livermore?"

Carol Hilton said that reduc-
ing the number of cars idling on 
I-580 will cut pollution, which 
does not stay on the freeway, 
but blows into cities. When the 
wind shifts, it sometimes blows 
back toward the Bay. "If you care 
about air quality, then you want 
BART to Livermore."

Among the two dozen or so 
who spoke up for various projects 
under the banner of the Commu-
nity Vision coalition was Manola 
Gonzalez-Estay, policy director 
of Transform. 

He was one of several speak-
ers who said that more work 
needs to be completed on the 
extension plan before it is ready 
for the ballot.

"We are not here to say, 'Kill 
BART to Livermore.' We want to 
find the solution to congestion. 
We want to work with you to pass 
(the ballot measure), not work not 
to pass it," he said.

A later speaker, Tom O'Neill 
of Livermore, responded to 
Gonzalez-Estay's comment. "A 
speaker said he is not in favor 
of killing BART to Livermore. 
However, it's on its way to the 
intensive care unit if you don't in-
clude it in the ballot measure."

Speakers from the coalition 
emphasized the need for pro-
grams in urban areas, such as 
trying to bring back better levels 
of service on AC Transit.

Several speakers from the East 
Bay Bicycle Coalition (EBBC) 
emphasized a need for education 
concerning bicycling safety. With 
enough money, EBBC could hire 
30 full-time instructors to visit 
schools throughout the county, 
said one speaker.

Free bus passes for qualifying 
middle school and high school 
students in the county was an-
other request by the coalition. 
One Oakland teacher said that 
some families can't afford bus 
fare. Their kids stay home. If they 
ride their bikes, there is a danger 
of being hit by cars, especially 
since separate bike lanes are 
lacking.

The bus passes would also 
help to develop future transit rid-
ers, added another speaker.

Rene Rivera, executive di-
rector of the EBBC, said her 
organization would like to see 
12 percent of the money go to 
bicycle programs. It would com-
plete a countywide bicycle plan, 
create jobs, and help people's 
health, she said.

Matt Vander Sluis, a field 
representative for the Greenbelt 
Alliance, endorsed the commu-
nity vision Platform, saying, "It 
would represent a smarter path 
forward. I ask you all to think 
about the legacy for all you 
represent."

According to Livermore City 
Engineer Cheri Sheets, "The 
total reduction in greenhouse 
gases and the improvement in air 

quality associated with the Isabel 
station is magnitudes greater 
than those associated with biking 
and walking. BART is a greener 
technology even than AC Transit. 
While AC Transit serves urban 
core areas efficiently, suburban 
areas like the Tri-Valley are better 
served with a commuter service 
like BART."

One speaker talked about 
the need to restore AC Transit 
service. AC Transit serves por-
tions of Contra Costa County and 
every area in Alameda County 
except the Tri-Valley and Union 
City. She told of someone who 
worked at a late night job as a 
security guard. When AC Transit 
stopped the late night run on his 
bus line, he lost his job and his 
home, she said.

Several ACTC directors em-
phasized the need for a good bal-
lot package for the whole county 
in the 2012 election, because of 
the need to obtain a two-thirds 
vote countywide to pass the 
measure. 

Unity in backing the measure 
is extremely important, because 
the election may be the only 
chance for a variety of projects 
to be funded. The enabling leg-
islation is only for one election, 
said Union City Mayor Mark 
Green, who is chairman of the 
steering committee, the ACTC 
subgroup that conducted the 
public hearing.

If the vote were to fail, special 
legislation would be needed to 
authorize another election. That 
might not happen, given the 
various political winds in Sacra-
mento, said Green.

The state recently approved 
legislation that provides Alam-
eda County the option to put 
a November 2012 measure on 
the ballot to fund transportation 
infrastructure improvements. AB 
1086 allows a one-time exemp-
tion from the existing 2 percent 
cap on local sales taxes. Recent 
sales tax measures approved in 
San Leandro and Union City 
would otherwise have prevented 
a countywide measure because it 
would exceed the 2 percent cap. 

Supervisor Scott Haggerty, 
who represents the county on the 
steering committee and is a mem-
ber of the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Commission, stated, "My 
mind is still open." 

He said the plan provides for 
an 80 percent funding increase 
for bicycle projects, 86 percent 
more for AC Transit, 47 percent 
more for ACE funding, and 100 
percent for paratransit. Local 
streets and roads receive an ad-
ditional 88 percent. 

Responding to the critics of 
BART to Livermore, Haggerty 
said that speakers from Liver-
more held environmental creden-
tials just as good at those from 
the environmental organizations 
that back the Community Vision 
coalition.

"Bob Baltzer and Joan Sep-
pala are true environmentalists. 
They spent their own money (on 
Measure D in 2000), put it on the 
ballot and it passed. Because of 
it, you have sustainable develop-
ment in "Alameda County."

The plan will be back to the 
steering committee on Dec. 1 
and 8. 
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Last Saturday the Livermore Rotary Club’s READY Program took 
18 students from the Junction Avenue K-8 School to the LARPD 
Valley Rock Climbing Gym and then to the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. The READY (Rotarians Enriching And 
Directing Youth) Program exposes select students with identified 
potential to career opportunities in the Livermore area through 
once-a-month field trips and provides weekly tutoring to ensure 
academic excellence. Last school year the students visited the 
Livermore Police Department, the Livermore Airport, and a cattle 
ranch. This year they have visited the Livermore-Pleasanton 
Fire Department training center and plan a trip in December to 
the National Ignition Facility (NIF) at the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory. Photos by Irving Stowers. For further 
information contact Mary Anne Rosza marrozsa@comcast.net 
or Manuel Perry mperry217@aol.com.
 

impact on AXIS, said Compton. 
AXIS served 7000 patients annu-
ally a few years ago. The number 
has risen to 14,000, because of 
the economic hard times.

With the Health Exchange 
making insurance available to 
many more, potentially there 
are 70,000 Valley residents who 
could qualify for AXIS. Some of 
that number also includes Medi-
care patients.

Not all 70,000 would come to 
AXIS. However, the numbers do 
give some idea of the potential 
challenge that AXIS will be fac-
ing, said Compton.

There is also the chance that 
the current health care law won’t 
be around for long, said Barnhart. 
The U.S. Supreme Court will be 
ruling on it soon. The 2012 elec-
tions could elect politicians who 
repeal or greatly change the bill, 
said Barnhart.

However, Congress adopted 
essentially the same provisions 
as the state of Massachusetts 

with its health care system. States 
could proceed the same as Mas-
sachusetts and institute their own 
health care law, if there were a 
major change in the federal law.

Wetter added that if the fed-
eral law goes away, there still will 
be a need to provide health care 
for millions. 

The panelists talked about 
the cost of health care. Feit 
mentioned one instance reported 
by a researcher who said that 
one treatment at a hospital cost 
$2000. The same treatment at 
another hospital cost $39,000.

Wetter said that chronic condi-
tions take up 75 percent of health 
care costs. He cited the increas-
ing obesity of children, who are 
likely to have a chronic condition 
develop when they are in their 
40s and 50s, instead of later, as 
was previously the case.

“Fifty percent of our chronic 
conditions are developed through 
life-style choices. America needs 
to move forward to a culture of 
health,” said Wetter.

HEALTH CARE
(continued from page one)

will put them to work creating 
jobs, delivering dramatic new 
efficiencies in existing products 
and, very often, creating entire 
categories of products that never 
existed before.”

More than 60 investors have 
already signed up for the new 
program. Since September they 
have been scouring the Lab for 
inventions with disruptive market 
applications (innovations that 
create a new market and eventu-
ally replace an earlier technol-
ogy). At the 6th Annual Keiretsu 
Forum Angel Capital Expo, the 

In order to separate human-
caused global warming from the 
“noise” of purely natural climate 
fluctuations, temperature records 
must be at least 17 years long, ac-
cording to climate scientists.

To address criticism of the re-
liability of thermometer records 
of surface warming, Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
(LLNL) scientists analyzed sat-
ellite measurements of the tem-
perature of the lower troposphere 
(the region of the atmosphere 
from the surface of the Earth to 
roughly five miles above) and 
saw a clear signal of human-in-
duced warming of the planet.

Satellite measurements of at-
mospheric temperature are made 
with microwave radiometers, and 
are completely independent of 
surface thermometer measure-
ments. The satellite data indicate 
that the lower troposphere has 
warmed by roughly 0.9 degrees 
Fahrenheit since the beginning 
of satellite temperature records 
in 1979. This increase is entirely 
consistent with the warming of 
Earth’s surface estimated from 
thermometer records.

Recently, a number of global 
warming critics have focused at-
tention on the behavior of Earth’s 
temperature since 1998. They 
have argued that there has been 
little or no warming over the last 
10 to 12 years, and that computer 
models of the climate system are 
not capable of simulating such 
short “hiatus periods” when mod-
els are run with human-caused 
changes in greenhouse gases.

“Looking at a single, noisy 

TECHNOLOGY
(continued from page one)

Lab announced the expansion of 
the suite of technologies avail-
able to entrepreneurs to those 
from other national laboratories. 
For example, Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory presented and made 
available a breakthrough technol-
ogy to the group.

“The Lab’s motto is ‘Science 
and Technology in the National 
Interest,’” Stenehjem said, refer-
ring to LLNL. “Never before has 
the nation’s need for the Lab’s 
ideas been so great and the inter-
est so high.”

 

10-year period is cherry pick-
ing. It does not provide reliable 
information about the presence 
or absence of human effects on 
climate said Benjamin Santer, a 
LLNL climate scientist and lead 
author on an article in the Nov. 
17 online edition of the Journal 
of Geophysical Research (Atmo-
spheres).

Many scientific studies have 
identified a human “fingerprint” 
in observations of surface and 
lower tropospheric temperature 
changes. These detection and 
attribution studies look at long, 
multi-decade observational tem-
perature records. Shorter periods 
generally have small signal to 
noise ratios, making it difficult to 
identify an anthropogenic signal 
with high statistical confidence, 
Santer said.

“In fingerprinting, we analyze 
longer, multi-decadal tempera-
ture records, and we beat down 
the large year-to-year tempera-
ture variability caused by purely 
natural phenomena (like El Niños 
and La Niñas). This makes it 
easier to identify a slowly-emerg-
ing signal arising from gradual, 
human-caused changes in at-
mospheric levels of greenhouse 
gases,” Santer said.

The LLNL-led research shows 
that climate models can and do 
simulate short, 10- to 12-year 
“hiatus periods” with minimal 
warming, even when the models 
are run with historical increases 
in greenhouse gases and sulfate 
aerosol particles. They find that 
tropospheric temperature records 
must be at least 17 years long to 
discriminate between internal 
climate noise and the signal of 
human-caused changes in the 
chemical composition of the 
atmosphere.

“One individual short-term 
trend doesn’t tell you much 

about long-term climate change,” 
Santer said. “A single decade of 
observational temperature data 
is inadequate for identifying a 
slowly evolving human-caused 
warming signal. In both the satel-
lite observations and in computer 
models, short, 10-year tropo-
spheric temperature trends are 
strongly influenced by the large 
noise of year-to-year climate 
variability.”

The research team is made 
up of Santer and Livermore 
colleagues Charles Doutriaux, 
Peter Caldwell, Peter Gleckler, 
Detelina Ivanova, and Karl Tay-
lor, and includes collaborators 
from Remote Sensing Systems, 
the National Center for Atmo-
spheric Research, the University 
of Colorado, the Canadian Centre 
for Climate Modeling and Analy-
sis, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, the 
U.K. Meteorology Office Hadley 
Centre, and Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory.

 

Separating Signal and 
Noise in Climate Warming

(continued from page 4)

Hochschild. The title, “To End 
All Wars,” incorporates the apho-
rism applied to that conflict. The 
subtitle is, “A story of loyalty and 
rebellion.” Hochschild describes 
the actions of pacifists opposed 
to the war, especially Bertrand 
Russell, and the measures taken 
by the government to foster pa-
triotism to support the war effort. 
The talents of Rudyard Kipling 
were enlisted. Massive mistakes 
were made, but were glossed over 
to present the resulting slaughter 
in patriotic terms glorifying the 
loss of life. The public loved 
it, no matter how needless the 
disaster. To oppose the war, and 
there were many, was to risk be-
ing sent to jail.

On Veterans’ Day: we should 
support those who oppose war, 
even as we honor those who 
fought and died in such unjust 
wars as WWI, Vietnam, and 
the current wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Downtown Pleasanton
Howard Neely
Pleasanton

Reading about Pleasanton’s 
Downtown Task Force should 
give us hope for a 2012 revi-
talization, but some Task Force 
Groups get stymied. I’ve been 
on the Kottinger Task Force for 
some 10 years. And, what can 
we say about the Congressional 
Super Committee’s progress?

Downtown Pleasanton needs 
a fix; what to do? More parking 
!! Solution: For a few bucks and 
some paint parallel parking can 
be changed to diagonal, almost 
doubling the amount of parking 

spaces on Main Street and Peters 
Street; consequence, slower traf-
fic, which increases pedestrian 
safety.

More parking can be cre-
ated in the City Owned Railroad 
Right of Way between Spring 
Street and Ray Street. Phase 1. 
Grade and gravel only. Phase 2. 
Asphalt paving. Phase 3. Build a 
parking garage, similar to the one 
in Livermore using one of two 
methods: A) City in lieu Parking 
Funds or B) Private investment 
with an option to buy.

For better traffic flow on Main 
Street, make it one way from St. 
Johns to Old Bernal, and make 
Peters Street one way from Old 
Bernal to St. Johns. It would help 
to also have Angela and Spring 
Streets one way.

To enhance Saturday and 
Sunday Downtown activities, the 
Task Force might want to check 
out progress that has been made 
in Niles since the Niles Railroad 
improved their rail line into 
town. If Pleasanton permitted 
the Niles RR to continue North 
from Bernal to Neal Street, more 
activity could take place in our 
Downtown, especially with the 
Firehouse Arts Center and all 
the fine restaurants. With proper 
cooperation Niles RR might 
be interested in hosting a din-
ner/drama train between P-town 
and Niles.

Over the years many of these 
suggestions by some of the old 
timers have been down played by 
City Councils and City Manag-
ers, so little has changed, but with 
new people and the Downtown 
Task Force there is still hope.

Happy Thanksgiving, Howard 

Neely (resident since 1966)

Election Analysis
Clarence Hoenig
Livermore

Dear Mayor Marchand,
In my early days of Livermore 

elections and politics, I learned to 
try and analyze voting results in 
anticipation of the NEXT elec-
tion - November 2013.

As I went over the official re-
sults from the county, I looked for 
your strengths and weaknesses 
in Livermore voting precincts. 
Those results are compiled in a 
data base along with a county 
precinct map that is attached. 
This was a consolidated election 
so all precincts are not listed. 
One might argue that the margins 
of difference between you and 
Barbara Hickman are so small 
as to be insignificant. Still, it 
appears that you had strength in 
Springtown (500100 @ 500110) 
as well as the area in which you 
live (501620 & 501630). Also, 
it appears you have some work 
to do in the Marilyn School area 
(502500 & 502720).

I am hopeful and looking 
forward to a repeat (and more 
convincing) victory for you 
in November 2013 after two 
outstanding years as Mayor of 
Livermore.

Featured Performer
Ruth Gasten
Livermore

Last Saturday night, I attended 
the fifth anniversary celebration 
of the opening of the Bankhead 
Theatre, which featured a perfor-
mance by the Robert Cray Band.  
Being a “seasoned person,”  I 
confess I’d never head of Robert 
Cray, but went because I wanted 
to honor the Bankhead’s contri-
bution to Livermore’s vitality.

When I looked around, I 
didn’t see many familiar faces 
in the sold out house.  Dur-
ing the reception afterwards, I 
asked a few people where they 
lived.  One couple from Fre-
mont brought their friends from 

Bakersfield.  Others were from 
Marin, Oakland, and, of course, 
the Livermore Valley. 

It looks like far away audi-
ences will come to Livemore 
when an excellent performer is 
featured. 

Campo di Bocce and the City 
of Livermore are getting ready for 
International Competition. They 
are also preparing for a visit from 
athletic seniors.

Up to 30 countries will be 
coming to Livermore for the 
World Championships of Bocce 
at Campo di Bocce of Livermore 
May 19-27, 2012.

On March 11-17, 2012, Campo 
di Bocce will host the Bay Area 
Senior Games California State 
Championships. This will be the 
first California Senior Games 
Bocce Tournament.

Campo di Bocce of Livermore 
is bringing a professional level 
of Bocce to the United States 
for the local, regional, and na-
tional audience to experience 
for themselves during the World 
Championships.

The selection committee from 
the governing body of Bocce, 
the Confederazione Boccistica 
Internazionale (CBI) visited 
Livermore, and Campo di Bocce 
earlier this year, and approved 
the facility and the community of 
Livermore. The serenity of Wine 

Country, the Rodeo of Livermore, 
and of course the technological 
arena of the region all played a 
part in securing the World Bocce 
Championships coming to the 
Livermore Valley.

The top Bocce countries in the 
World, from 6 of the 7 continents, 
will be converging on the Liver-
more Valley next May.

Campo di Bocce of Liver-
more has partnered with the City 
of Livermore, The Livermore 
Chamber of Commerce, Liver-
more Downtown Inc., Coast Ra-
dio, and The Independent. These 
in-kind sponsors have already 
pulled together and have started 
the much needed grass roots 
marketing that is needed to create 
awareness to pull off a successful 
event of this magnitude.

The potential social and eco-
nomic impact that this event 
will bring to the region will be 
a much needed lift that many 
corporations and local businesses 
will benefit from. The plethora 
of sponsorship opportunities are 
plentiful and offers a little bit of 
something for everyone!

This type of event requires a 
volunteer force of great magni-
tude and a foresight of planning 
that is on the same level as a 
small Olympic Games. Campo 
di Bocce will be partnering with 
the Bay Area Sports Organiz-
ing Committee (BASOC) who 
will assist in completing the 
necessary items that need to 
be implemented and executed. 
BASOC, led by past Olympian 
Anne Cribbs, is the organization 
that was responsible for submit-
ting the bid to bring the Olympics 
to the Bay Area. Their number 
one goal is to promote sport, 
and bring international flair to 
the region. 

Volunteers and sponsors and 
needed. Anyone interested in 
volunteering (at any capacity), 
please feel free to email bocce@
campodibocce.com with the word 
Volunteer in the subject line. 

The 2012 World Bocce Cham-
pionships will have a live stream 
over the internet that will allow a 
global viewing audience to watch 
the event live, the event will also 
be televised on National (US) 

television. A variety of sponsors 
are available including the op-
portunity to sponsor a country of 
choice (if available). The idea be-
hind this concept is to allow each 
and every country to have their 
own 8 passenger van to transport 
them at will. On the van, a com-
pany logo, the country of choice 
(if available), and the WBC logo 
will be prominently displayed. 
Along with the artwork on the 
Vehicle, the company will have 
signage inside the facility, a full 
page color ad in the program, VIP 
credentials to attend the event, 
and an ad on the official World 
Championship Website www.
worldbocce2012.com.

Other levels of sponsorship 
are also available. Contact event 
director Benjamin Musolf at 
www.worldbocce2012.com, 925-
249-9800 or bocce@campodi-
bocce.com.

The Senior Games will feature 
an open team event, women's 
double punto raffa, and men's 
doubles punto raffa. Registration 
to compete may be completed at 
bayareaseniorgames.org. 

 

Bocce World Championships, Senior 
Games Coming to Livermore in 2012
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San Ramon Valley High's girls volleyball team upset top seeded Foothill High, 3 to 1, to win the 
North Coast Section Division I volleyball title. Foothill won the first game, 25 to 13; San Ramon 
swept the next three, 25 to 19, 25 to 18, and 25 to 17. San Ramon heads to the state semi-finals on 
Nov. 29. The state championship will be played on Dec. 3. Pictured in action are Foothill players 
Amanda Tuazon (15) and Jennifer Corbin (9).

California Gymnastics Academy’s Level 4 pictured are (left to 
right, starting with back row) Julia Humphrey, Anna Foehner, 
Delaney Watkins, Karinna Stevenson, Sydney Sullivan, Callie 
Renner and Carly Oniki. Photo by Martin Delfino 

LPC Student Athletes 
Eight Las Positas College Men’s Soc-

cer Team players won awards at the recent 
California Community College Athletic 
Association Coast Conference.

“This year, our Las Positas Men’s Hawks 
had a great time and focused on develop-
ment, improvement, making new friends 
and experiencing soccer at the college level,” 
said Las Positas College Men’s Soccer Head 
Coach Larry Aguiar. “We create a profes-
sional training atmosphere and the student 
athletes appreciate this.”

Following are the student athletes who 
were recognized with Conference Players 
Awards:

First Team All Coast Conference:
• Andres Plascencia, Midfielder Utility 

Player (all positions), of Oakland; Bishop 
O’Dowd High School graduate.

• Silvano Lopez, Center Supporting 
Back, of Livermore; Granada High School 
graduate.

Second Team All Coast Conference:
• Christian Gonzalez, Center Midfielder, 

of Livermore; Livermore High School 
graduate.

• Josue Macias, Midfielder and For-
ward, of Brentwood; Liberty High School 
graduate. 

Honorable Mention:
• Gabriel Rissato, Midfielder, Interna-

tional Student from Brazil.
• Jon Hoeksema, Midfielder, of Pleasan-

ton; Amador High School graduate.  
• Kyle Foreman, Right Supporting Back, 

of Turlock; Turlock High School graduate.
• Alessandro Tilli, Goalkeeper, of Castro 

Valley; Valley High School graduate.
Las Positas College offers eight inter-

collegiate team sports: men’s and women’s 
soccer, cross country, basketball, and swim-
ming and diving. Its state-of-the-art facilities 
include a gymnasium, an all-weather turf 
field, an all-weather track and multi-use field, 
and an aquatic center. For more information 
about the athletic program and sports events, 
please call (925) 424-1290 or visit the website 
at www.laspositascollege.edu/athletics.  

Las Positas College is located at 3000 
Campus Hill Drive in Livermore. 

 

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer 

Club 99 Premier hosted Tri-Valley Bayern 
Sunday in the final game of the season 
for the two NorCal Gold under 13 soccer 
teams. Four 2nd half goals pushed Bal-
listic 99 Premier past Bayern. Tri-Valley 
had clinched the league a week prior and 
brought an untarnished 8-0 record into the 
game. Ballistic on the other hand entered 
the match between the two top teams in the 
league with a record of 6 wins, 1 loss, and 
1 tie. Ballistic was focused and determined 
to play a great game. 

 Ballistic took the opening kickoff and 
quickly created two scoring chances in the 
opening minutes that were turned aside by 
fine saves from Bayern’s keeper. Shortly after 
the two quick shots on goal Tri-Valley was 
able to penetrate down the left flank and get 
off a cross to the far post that was brilliantly 
buried for an early 1-0 lead. Pleasanton 
remained composed as the team had faced 
this situation before. The half ended with 
Ballistic having nothing to show for their 
16 shots while Tri-Valley scored 1 goal on 
two shots.

In the second half, Ballistic quickly 
picked up where they left off, keeping pos-
session and creating scoring opportunities. 
In the 3rd minute Ballistic put together a 
nice sequence of passes initiated by Garrett 
Howell. Howell dropped the ball for outside 
back Nick Carreon who then sent a one-time 
pass into the midfield for Ryan Murray. 
Murray took two quick touches sending a 
diagonal ball to winger Bryce Taylor who 
then executed a wonderful “give and go” 
with Youki Chiba. Facing a one on one with 
the Bayern keeper Taylor finished with one 
touch to the far post tying the game.

Taylor got right back to work 1 minute 
later as the winger pressured his defender and 
stripped him of the ball. Taylor then sent a 
cross into the box for striker Blake Tucker. 
Tucker dribbled across the box sending a 
pass to midfielder Garrett Howell that the 
Captain easily finished from 12 yards out 
for a 2-1 lead. 

In the 5th minute of the second half 
Ballistic struck again as midfielder Jared 
Wilson’s pressure forced a turnover to Taylor. 
Taylor quickly sent a though ball for Tucker 
who then beat the Bayern keeper in a 1 v 1. 

The 3 goals in the first 6 minutes of the half 
had Ballistic flying high. Ballistic closed the 
scoring with Garrett Howell’s 55th minute 
corner kick that Nick Carreon “dummied” 
at the near post allowing the ball to sneak 
past several Bayern players and the surprised 
keeper into the net. 

The unsung heroes of the game once 
again are the Ballistic defenders and 
holding midfielders. Ryan Murray, Jared 
Wilson, Nick Carreon, Daniel Ferguson, 
Jacob Guzman, Jacob Dremalas, and Kyle 
McClanahan combined with keeper Blake 
Staniford to limit Tri Valley to 4 total shots 
in the game. 

With the win Ballistic finishes league 
in 2nd place with a record of 7 wins, 1 loss, 
1 tie. The teams 49 goals scored is tops in 
the league.

BUSC Division 4: 
The BUSC U-12 Rampage beat the 

Ravens 5-1 to win the D4 Division Champi-
onship.  Danny Lopez led off the scoring with 
a beautiful cross, and followed that goal with 
two additional rockets to the net.  Anthony 
Campa also had an amazing game and is 
credited with scoring the Rampage’s two 
additional goals.  The entire team played very 
well, with Arnav Bhalla, Josh Ose, Brandon 
Brown and Brady Scanlon contributing with 
many great passes and attempted shots on 
the forward line.  The midfield was anchored 
by Akash Patel, fondly known as “Da Wall”. 
His strong play resulted in many turnovers, 
and together with aggressive play from Ian 
Rondoni, Luke Carter, Adam Chase, Jake 
Gebb, Mark Vera and Mustafa Afzal, the 
halfbacks were an impenetrable line.  The 
defense, led by Jake Bell, Luke Bell and 
Rohin Sequiera, limited the Ravens shots on 
goal.  Keeping the Ravens at bay with many 
graceful goal saves were goalies, Mark Vera 
and Josh Ose.   

Pleasanton Rage
The Pleasanton Rage U12 Flight Her-

ricanes completed their amazing season by 
winning the inaugural Mission Valley United 
Recreation Super Cup tournament.

The Her-ricanes opened up play on Sat-
urday by defeating a previously undefeated 
Castro Valley Goals R Us, 3 – 1. Goals R Us 
opened the scoring on an unfortunate deflec-
tion off a Her-ricane defender in the first half 
to take a 1 – 0 lead. The Her-ricanes came 
roaring back in the second half on a power 
shot by Catherine Cho. Several minutes later, 
Mollie McKay chose an opportune time to 
score her first goal of the season and put the 
Her-ricanes up for good, 2 – 1. The defense, 
led by Alyssa Wu, Emma Tsztoo, and Marissa 
Lawrence shut down Castro Valley in the 
second half. Catherine scored late to seal 
the first win of the tournament. 

The second game of the day pitted the 
Her-ricanes against the Eclipse. The Her-
ricanes and the Eclipse battled to a scoreless 
first half, 0 - 0. The strong midfield play 
of Summer Reeves, Allison DeFazio, and 
Kristen Kye pinned the Eclipse in their 
defensive end during the first half. The Her-
ricanes scored on a direct kick just outside 
the box by Catherine. Five minutes later, 
Catherine scored again on a direct kick. The 
Her-ricanes showed their defensive domina-
tion led by Gianna Lyng and Kyra Shah. A 
break away goal from Jenna Brown secured 
a 3 – 0 victory.

Sunday, the Her-ricanes wrapped up 
round robin play against an undefeated 
Fireballs. The Fireballs matched the Her-
ricanes speed and the first half ended 0 – 0. 
Audrey Emmett and Megan Gee pestered 
the Fireball defense and provided great 
chances which resulted in several near goal 
opportunities. The second half was a tense, 
see-saw battle. The game ended in a 0 - 0 tie 
and the Her-ricanes moved to the champion-
ship game based on a tie-breaking greater 

The Foothill High School varsity girls tennis team wrapped up 
a victorioius season.  Led by head coach Kendra Zierau and 
assistant coach Yvonne  Hoppe, the varsity girls tennis team 
won this year's East Bay Athletic League  championship title after 
playing 14 league matches.  They went on to compete in the North 
Coast Section, finishing in the semi-finals after playing against 
powerhouses in Northern California.  During the season, the team 
also participated in the Logan High School Tennis Tournament 
and took home the first place title.  Team members are Navdeep 
Chahal, Jessica Chen, Leeane Chen, Shivani Doraiswami, Kayla 
Haykin, Taylor Hoppe, Camille Lusher, Melissa Muller, Kirtana 
Nadella, Ellen Ouyang, Kelsey Ouyang, Terri Scott, Alison Wong, 
Alicia Yang; Coaches Kendra Zierau and Yvonne Hoppe.
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Pictured are members of the Pleasanton Ballistic United Soccer 
Club 99 Premier team following a big win over Tri-Valley Bayern. 
Ballistic now turns full focus on State Cup at the NorCal "Top 
24" team. Ballstic will host Richmond Sol Cobras at Val Vista on 
Saturday, December 3.  

The Fusion U10 Girls Rec Plus Team, Lasers, took 1st place in 
Livermore for the season and tied for 3rd place overall.  Pictured 
are (back row, left to right) Emma Hyde, Madeline Turk, Gaby 
Casillas, Ashley Rawashdeh, Layla Yassin, emma Searcy, 
Meghan Kennedy;  (front row) Emily Rakestraw, Alei Tuia, Ariel 
Van Buuren, Brooke Schaible, Kaitlyn Guggiana, Erin Murphy 
with Coaches, Melissa Schaible and Kirk Murphy.

Livermore United won the U14 Boys division of the Mission 
Valley United Recreation Super Cup Tournament on November 
20, 2011 with a 5-0 win in the championship game.  Livermore 
United won its regular season with a 10-0 record, and has now 
won three tournaments.  The total record is 21-0-2. Pictured are 
(front row, left to right) Kadny Fabian, Jason Flores, Keenan 
McCoy, Eric Lopez, Jared Paul; (back row) Erik Mork, coach 
Scott Shortridge, Devon Shortridge, Jonathan Short, Jacob 
Wortham, Logan Brist, Weston Nale, Seth Kuhn, Troy Simpkins, 
Sebastian Gomez, Ben Gill, and coach Augie Lopez. Not shown: 
Kevin Spence. Photo by Bill Nale
 

Pictured are members of the Pleasanton Rage U12 Flight Her-
ricanes after winning the Mission Valley United Recreation 
Super Cup Tournament.

The Livermore Fusion SC U9 maroon girls finished in first place 
in the Nor Cal Division, 3/4 Gold League with a  record of 8-1-0.  
Each game throughout the season was hard fought and well 
earned. The U9 black girls team finished second in the Nor Cal 
Silver League. Pictured are members of the maroon team (back 
row, left to right) Rebecca George, Kassidy Brackett, Payton Hall, 
Kayla Galo, Athena Lewis, Coach Matt Caution; (front row) Alivia 
Ganz. Kaleigh Castillo, Ainsley Gibbs, April Lewis, Lily Redell, 
and Faith Rogers.

West Coast Soccer Wave U10G poses for a team photo after 
tying their last league game 1-1 against Mustang Blaze.  They 
finished the season with a 4-3-1 record, and 2nd place in 
league play.   Pictured are (front row from left) Kara Kolte, Kaila 
Vasconez, Jessica Carlson, Lindsay Plant, and Monique Reil 
(back row from left) Coach Phil Parker,  Jessa Lyons, Jackie 
Parker, Jovana Centeno, Caitlyn Garrison, and Coach Lauren 
Pennisi.

goal differential. 
In the championship game, the Her-

ricanes faced the undefeated winners of 
the other bracket, the Fremont Crushing 
Panthers. The defense led by Hailey Hogarty 
and the entire midfield play kept the Crush-
ing Panthers off the scoreboard. Allison 
DeFazio’s shot deflected of a Crushing 
Panther defender and into the net for a 1 
– 0 first half lead. The Her-ricanes scored to 
begin the second half on great passing and 
determination from Nicole Zhang to increase 
the lead to 2 – 0. Catherine Cho scored again 
several minutes later on a penalty shot just 
outside the box to increase the lead to 3 
– 0. The Crushing Panthers scored with 10 
minutes remaining. The Her-ricanes, led 
by their outstanding goalie throughout the 
tournament, Jamison Gray, shut down the 
Crushing Panthers the rest of the way to win 
MVU Recreation Super Cup championship 
game 3 – 1.

In addition to placing first in the Rage 
U12 Flight division, this was the second 
tournament championship win for the 
Her-ricanes. 

Pleasanton Rage Black U10 girls 
competed in the NorCal State Cup Tourna-
ment (Manteca).

Pleasanton Rage Black 0, Walnut Creek 
Edge 0: Rage goalie Andrea Harding made 
two last-minute, game-saving stops to enable 
Pleasanton to escape with its second straight 
scoreless tie in NorCal State Cup Bonze 2 
Division play on Saturday. The Rage, though, 
settled for third place in its division later 
in the afternoon after a 3-0 defeat at the 
hands of the ACC Mavericks Thunderbirds 
concluded the season.

Harding deflected a Walnut Creek shot 
by Erin Matson from 10 yards out with less 
than a minute to play, and 30 seconds later 
she sprang to her left to pick up a Serafina 
Islam blast from 12 yards away.

Harding and first-half goalie Amanda 
Dilger shared the shutout as they combined 
for four saves, a season-low total for Rage 
goalies. Walnut Creek’s scoring chances were 
constantly hindered by strong defensive play 
by backliners Paige Oniki, Lydia O’Brien 
and Julia Damiani, in particular. By holding 
Walnut Creek scoreless, the Rage completed 
a four-game stretch in which it permitted 
just two goals. 

Pleasanton’s best chances on offense 
came late in the first half. Samantha Lipsker’s 
shot from 15 yards away was chased down 
by Walnut Creek goalie Madelyn Jarrett with 
three minutes left. Then, Oniki finished off 
a long run by blasting a shot from 30 yards 
out that slipped past Jarrett and just to the 
right of  the near post. Hustle from Sophia 
Shiblaq, Lacy Becker and Olivia Murphy, 
along with Lipsker  and Harding, couldn’t 
lead to many genuine Rage scoring oppor-
tunities, mostly  due to strong stopper play 
by Haley Roberts.

ACC Mavericks Thunderbirds 3, Pleas-
anton Rage Black 0: Despite the Rage’s 
season-ending loss to the Bronze 2 Division 
champion ACC Mavericks, Pleasanton’s 
efforts were led by more strong goalie play, 
this time by Paige Oniki.

Oniki, a backup goalie, turned in a 
superlative performance despite a pair of 
second-half ACC Mavericks goals. Oniki’s 
second-half resume included a diving stop, 
a jump save and a tumbling grab while a 
hard-charging ACC player crashed into 
her. Sophia Shiblaq, Lydia O’Brien, Julia 
Damiani, Andrea Harding, Lacy Becker, 
Samantha Lipsker and Olivia Murphy turned 
in aggressive performances against the  
talented Mavericks, who play in an upper 
division during the regular season. 

ACC scored the only goal it needed when 
Alyssa Chin scored 15 minutes into the game. 
Chin snuck through a pair of Rage defenders 
and blasted a shot from inside the box that 
richocheted off the goalies hands and fell 
inside the goal line for a 1-0. Thunderbirds’ 
goals were scored by Claire Durney and Lil-
ian Richards in the second half to complete 
the scoring.

Top Offensive Players: Sophia Shiblaq, 
Olivia Murphy, Amanda Dilger, Lacy Becker, 
Samantha Lipsker; Top Defensive Players: 
Andrea Harding, Paige Oniki, Julia Damiani, 
Lydia O’Brien.

 

West Coast Soccer
West Coast Soccer Wave U10G played 

the last league game on Sunday afternoon, 
fighting to keep the 2nd place spot in Nor 
Cal league play. Some incredible tackles by 
Kaila Vasconez, and a couple of great saves 
by goal keeper Jessica Carlson ended the 1st 
half in a 0-0 tie.

Wave never gave up. Their offense 
continued to battle. Midfielder Monique 
Reil had a quick break away down the left 
side of the field, which ultimately resulted 
in a corner kick for West Coast. Vasconez’s 
perfect corner kick provided the opportunity 
for Kara Kolte to find the back of the net, 
and with only seconds left tied the game 1-1. 
West Coast Wave tied Mustang Blaze 1-1, 
and ended the season in 2nd place.

West Coast Wild began the 2011/2012 
state cup qualifying games shutting out 
Benicia Arsenal 7-0 on October 9, 2011. 
This past weekend, November 12 and 13, 
Wild ended the first qualifying round again 
shutting out their opponents, Walnut Creek 
Inferno and Placer United Premier, 2-0 and 
1-0 respectively.

West Coast defense held strong with 
defensive stand-outs from Adi Ruiz and 
Hanna Beauchamp who preserved the shut 
out sharing time in goal. Micah Madison 
scored all 3 goals this weekend with 1 assist 
from Alyssa del Castillo, who provided many 
penetrating runs and crosses. Other strong 
performance this weekend includes defender, 
Jacey Luzzi and midfielders, Rachel Tungol, 
Tori Nicolo, Jenavieve Rutherford and 
Emilie Allum. 

 Wild will take a break from state cup 
games and resume the qualifying matches 
in February 2012. During the interim, the 
team will participate in the RAL winter 
league beginning the weekend of December 
3 where Wild hopes to continue its run for 
excellence. 

West Coast Soccer Wrath U11 girls 
had another excellent weekend of soccer 
with another two wins in the league. The 
main defensive players for the weekend were 
TylerRene Enderlein, Lindsey Phillips, Kayli 
Lawsen, Francesca Hyde, Kelsi Green, Kylie 
Karter and Sierra Bettencourt. The midfield-
ers were Kate Wallace, Kelsi Green, Allyssa 
George, Haley Thompson Fran, Kylie and 
Abby Andrews. Wrath’s forwards, Haley, 
Kylie and Abby Hoobing. Goalkeepers for 
the weekend were Anneliese Widdman, Al-
lysa, Kylie, Kate and Francesca.

Wrath’s first game of the weekend was 
against a valiant and weakened Tri-Valley. 
The team all wore Breezy and the number 21 
to honor their teammate who is undergoing 
cancer treatment. The game started evenly. 
Wrath broke the deadlock in the first half 
with a goal from Haley after an excellent 
cross from Allyssa. This was followed by a 
goal from Abby A, and then a volley from 
Allyssa. Tri-Valley fought back and the 
half finished 3-1. Both teams played well 
and a number of chances fell to both teams. 
Wrath showing their strength and gradually 
wore down the Tri-Valley defense and in the 
second half, after a good cross from Sierra, 
Kate added the fourth and then Kelsi finished 
the game with a goal from a Haley cross, to 
finish the game 5-1.

On Sunday, Wrath travelled to San 
Leandro to play SACYSL. Both teams 
started well. Wrath pushed forward to try 
and take an early lead. Their possession and 
passing were rewarded after another attack 
and Abby A was in the right place to score 
the first goal. SACYSL defended well and 
their goal-keeper had an outstanding game, 
but couldn’t keep out Kelsi’s second goal 
of the weekend. As Wrath pressed forward 
Abby A picked up her second goal of the 
game. Kelsi and Kylie worked hard to be 
awarded the assists for two of the goals. 
Wrath came out in the second half hungry 
for goals. SACYSL played well and again 
their goalie was worked hard and made some 
strong saves, but couldn’t keep the Wrath 
girls at bay. Sierra played out of defense and 
added goal number 4. Wrath finished strongly 
with 2 goals from Kate. SACYSL never gave 
up and were rewarded with a well-scored 
consolation goal. Final score 6-1. 

The West Coast Wildfire U12 girls 
wrapped the Norcal league season with a 
2-1 win over the Burlingame Flash. From 
start to finish, the girls had complete control 

of the game. Defenders Kiley Beard, Chloe 
Brickwedel, Jenifer Gibson, Courtney 
Haubert, Madison Stewart, and Amanda 
Zeck put up an impenetrable wall in the 
back. Mid-fielders Kaitlynn Funsch, Kira 
Karter, Melinda Miller, Davi Porter, and 
Keili Prenton served up precision passes to 
the front line. Forwards Tory Diehl, Isabella 
Barbero, Meghan Giamona, Sydney Schultz, 
and Jenna Tidwell had numerous breakaways 
and shots on goal. Scores were made by 
Mid-fielder Davi Porter and Forward Sydney 
Schultz. Goalies Brianne Radliff and Taylor 
Sullivan leveraged the speed of the turf 
field to clear balls well into the opponents 
danger zone. Defender Amanda Zeck took 
top honors in the game by dominating on 
the left with several steals, loose ball wins, 
shots on goal, and perfectly placed serves 
to the front line. The girls wrapped up their 
first season with a solid record in the gold 
division. The girls now prepare for the second 
round of Norcal State Cup games to be held 
in December.

Livermore Jr. Football
The Livermore Junior Football League 

concluded its 2011 season at Livermore High 
School last Saturday night with its second 
annual “Joe Rose” bowl games against 
Fremont Football League. The “Joe Rose” 
games are named in honor of Tri-Valley 
Sports Hall of Fame member, Joe Rose. Joe 
helped found both Livermore Junior Football 
and Pleasanton Junior Football.

LJFL fielded three teams: 10U, 12U and 
14U against Fremont. 

In the 10U game, the  Livermore Juniors 
defeated the Fremont Continentals 32 to 30.  
Livermore trailed the entire game and won 
with a touchdown and point after less than 
a minute remaining in the game.  In the 12U 
game, the Livermore Intermediates lost to 
the Fremont Nationals 28 to 6. Finally in 
the 14U game, the Livermore Seniors and  
Fremont Americans played a defense battle. 
Livermore led 2 to 0 until Fremont scored a 
TD in mid fourth quarter to win 8 to 2.

 

Pleasanton Seahawks 
The Pleasanton Seahawks (PLS) had a 

busy two weeks competing at the Blackhawk 
Swim Team (HOX) sponsored Tri Meet Nov. 
3-4 and the Palo Alto Stanford Aquatics 
(PASA) sponsored Invitational Meet Nov. 
12-13. PLS brought home many best times 
and new cuts with numerous swimmers 
making finals in their events. 

HOX Tri-Meet
Pre-Novice: David Yang went 2:18.54 

in first ever 100 breast; Madison Schooley 
raced first two 50s (1:11.09 free) and (1:10.66 
back); Dominick Wonosaputra best times 
(BTs) 50 back (1:15.58) and first 50 breast 
(1:25.39); Adam Valentine BTs 50 free/back, 
25 fly; Vaishnavi Rao first short course 50 
free and went (37.46) 25 fly; Vasuki Rao 
(57.47) first short course 50 free, (1:16.29) 
first 50 breast, (2:21.68) first 100 IM; Ishan 
Kulkarni first meet ever, (3:26.63) 100 free; 
Maya Rosenberg great job in 50 free/back 
(1:10.83 and 1:10.94 respectively); Adora 
Do did well in 50 free/breast events

Novice I: Christina Coatney - five B times 
with LTBs 50/100 free; Max Cory - four B 
times, LTB B times in 50 free and 100 IM, 
and a lifetime best time in 50 fly

Novice II: Dalynn Miller - 100% Best 
times, dropped 8 seconds in her 50 fly; Emily 
Tsai - went best times in her 50 free and 25 
fly; Dhruv Sagar - did a great job swimming 
his first 100 IM; Jennah Tokhi - swam 100 
Breast at her first swim meet

Pre Junior: New B-times - Duhita 
Gondhalekar, Lily Hu, Rachana Mukkamala, 
Catharine Ren, Sydney Rosenberg, Rishith 
Kodali, Hunter Pace, Nick Wonosaputra; 

New A-times - Alex Ren, Ben Song; New 
JO Times - Lara Serban, Kyle Kenny; 100% 
Best Times - Catharine Ren; IMX Chal-
lenge Events completed - Lily Hu, Sydney 
Rosenberg

PASA Invitational Meet
Junior: Laurel Heckman several BTs; 

Jonathan Mui first final (200 breast); Aaron 
Li & Nja Zuniga had some best times; Good 
swims: Tim Yao, Emma Valentine & Will 
Rose; Miranda Heckman made 6 finals.

Pre-Junior: New JO Times - Lara Serban, 
Calvin Chui, Kyle Kenny

Pre Senior: Samantha Howell made 
finals: 1st in 100 Free (PRT), 5th in 200 
Free (PRT), 2nd in 200 Back (PRT), 200 IM 
(FW), BT 100 Fly; Michael Martin finaled 
in two events: 5th 100 Back (JO), 5th 200 
Back (JO), Bettered times 100/200 free, 
200 IM; Audrik Anotonio made finals - 100 
Back (JO), bettered 200 free; 11-12 Michael 
Yao made finals – 4th 100 Free (PRT), 5th 
200 Free (PRT), 1st 100 Breast (PRT), 3rd 
200 Breast (PRT), 100 Fly (FW); Chris Lee 
made finals - 200 Free (JO), 4th 100 Back 
(JO), 100 Fly (JO); Christopher Jhong made 
finals - 100 Breast (JO), 200 Breast (JO), 100 
Back (JO), 200 IM (FW); Kyle Oslund made 
finals - 200 Breast (JO), improved 200 Free 
and 400 IM; Jeff Tang made finals - 200 Fly; 
Better Times: Danielle Zacharias 4/6 events, 
Charles Li 2 , Trevor Lee improved 100 
Free, Thomas Neufeld improved 4/6 races, 
Brandon Brown bettered 3 events

 

Gymfinity Gymnastics
Gymfinity Gymnastics team members 

competed in the Level 6 Nor Cal State Cham-
pionships hosted by Oroville Gymnastics on 
November 5-6, 2011.

Child E: Amanda Scudder, all around 
34.575 (14th); vault 8.45 (16th); bars 
8.75 (13th); beam 8.425 (15th); floor 8.95 
(11th).

Junior C: Kaylin Dennington, all around 
36.200 (6th); vault 8.925 (7th), bars 9.35 
(2nd), beam 9.00 (6th), floor 8.925 (14th).

Junior D: Adrienne Kwee, all around 
36.850 (1st), vault 9.50 (1st), bars 8.925 (4th), 
beam 9.20 (4th), floor 9.20 (3rd); Shayne 
Estill, all around 35.525 (10th), vault 9.20 
(3rd), bars 7.825 (16th), beam 9.175 (6th), 
floor Estill 9.025 (10th).

In the Level 5 Nor Cal State Champion-
ships h osted by San Mateo Gymnastics on 
November 12-13, 2011

Child A: Madison Pilger, all around 36.35 
(4th), vault 9.20 (1st), bars 9.35 (3rd), beam 
8.80 (9th) , floor 9.00 (7thT); Alexandria 
Xigacos, all around 34.725 (9th), vault 8.50 
(13th), bars 8.125 (16th), beam 9.10 (5th), 
floor 9.00 (7thT).

Child G: Maleigha Kinzer, all around 
32.575 (18th) valult 8.65 (14th), bars 
6.90 (18th), beam 8.425 (16th, floor 8.60 
(13th).

Child H: Maddie Banks, all around 
33.525 (18th), vault 8.675 (16th), bars 
7.65 (16th), beam 8.875 (11th, floor 8.325 
(17th).

Junior A: Zoe Potter, all around 37.525 
(1st), vault 9.525 (1st), bars 9.35 (5th), beam 
9.275 )8th, floor 9.375 (1st). 

Junior F: Veronica Knowlden, all around 
35.425 (8th), vault 8.85 (12th), bars 8.90 
(9th), beam 9.125 (4th), floor 8.55 (13th).

Junior H: Katie Haegele, all around 
36.075 (3rd), vault 9.225 (4th), bars 9.15 
(4th), beam 8.95 (4th), floor 8.75 (10th).

Results from Level 4 Nor Cal State 
Championships hosted by Edge Gymnastics 
on November 19-20, 2011

Age 7B: Simone Laney, all around, 37.10 
(1st), bault 9.25 (3rd), bars 8.75 (13th, beam 
9.55 (1st), floor 9.55 (1st); Kylie Dennington, 
all around 36.175 (5th), vault 9.075 (8th), 
bars 9.075 (5th), beam 8.95 (7th), floor 
9.075 (5th).

Age 8C: Maya Aguirre, all around 34.275 

(18th), vault 9.10 (6th), bars 8.70 (12th), 
beam 7.825 (19th), floor 8.65 (18th).

 

 Edge Gymnastics
The Edge Gymnastics Level 4 team 

competed this past weekend, November 
19-20, at the Level 4 State Championships 
in Dublin, CA. This event is the culmina-
tion of their entire competitive season. The 
girls from Edge took top honors in almost 
every age category, including several all-
around titles.

Isabel Castillo had the highest all-around 
score of any gymnast at the competition, 
taking first place on every apparatus (vault, 
bars, beam, and floor), and earning a 38.650 
all-around to take first place all-around in the 
10C age group. Her bars score (9.850) and 
all-around score were also among the top 
100 scores in the nation.

6-7A division, Lillian Lewis placed 
second on vault, first on beam, second on 
floor, and second all-around (37.100).

7D-8A division, Emily Walsh placed 
third on floor.

8C division, Krista Fredrickson 
placed first on beam, floor, and all-around 
(37.025).

8D division, Kathryn Corbett placed 
third on vault, first on bars, third on beam, 
second on floor, and second all-around 
(37.100).

8E-9A division, Alexa Feuer placed 
first on vault.

9B division, Caroline Mader placed first 
on vault, third on bars, second on floor, and 
second all-around (36.725).

9D division, Gisele Attaran placed first 
on bars, beam, floor, and all-around (37.625). 
Alexa Naegele placed third on vault, first on 
floor, and second all-around (36.700).

10D-11A division, Julia Greene placed 
first on bars and third all-around (37.200).

11B division, Juliette Fletcher placed first 
on vault, second on bars and beam, and first 
all-around (38.250).

11C-12A division, Alexandra Ruesnik 
placed first on bars.

12B-14 division, Callie Zeifang placed 
first on beam, floor, and all-around (37.400). 
Susan Sadeghi placed third on vault, second 
on beam, and third all-around (36.625).

California 
Gymnastics Academy 

California Gymnastics Academy’s 
Level 4 girls competed at the NorCal Level 
4 Championships held in Dublin, CA No-
vember 19 and 20, winning a total of 10 
Championship titles.

Julia Humphrey is the 2011 NorCal Level 
4 North 9C State All-Around Champion, 
winning championship titles on Beam-9.55 
and Floor-9.5 and placing 2nd on Bars-9.425 
and 3rd on Vault-9.275.

Sydney Sullivan is 2011 NorCal Level 
4 North 8E/9A State All-Around Champion, 
winning the championship title on Beam-9.6, 
2nd Place on Bars-9.425, 4th on Floor-9.4 
and 9th Place on Vault-9.15.

Calli Renner is 2011 NorCal Level 
4 North 8C State All-Around Champion 
winning 6th Place on Vault-9.1, 4th Place 
on Bars-9.2, 3rd Place on Beam-9.375 and 
2nd Place Floor-9.4.

Carli Oniki is 2011 NorCal Level 4 North 

7C State All-Around Champion, winning the 
championship title on Beam-9.425, 4th Place 
on Vault-9.3, 2nd Place on Bars-9.375 and 
5th Place on Floor-9.25.

Delaney Watkins is the 2011 NorCal 
Level 4 North 11B State Beam Champion 
with a score of 9.7.  Delaney placed 3rd 
on Vault-9.4, 5th on Bars-9.45 and 7th on 
Floor-9.4, winning 4th place All-Around and 
placing 5th of 419 girls regardless of age.

Anna Foehner won 3rd Place 11B All-
Around, placing 5th on Vault-9.35, 3rd on 
Bars-9.625, 4th on Beam-9.525 and 2nd on 
Floor-9.5 and placed 4th of the 419 girls 
competing at the meet regardless of age.

Karinna Stevenson is the 2011 NorCal 
Level 4 North 10B State Beam Champion, 
placing 6th All-Around.

CYO Basketball
The St. Michaels/St. Charles  (SM/SC) 

6th grade Flyers scored big again with a 
23-11 victory over Catholic Community of 
Pleasanton (CCOP) in CYO basketball.  With 
only a 1 point lead at the half the Flyers knew 
what they had to do to be successful.  Beating 
a strong defense and sinking 12 points in the 
3rd was the answer.  Coming up big was team 
captain, Katherine Gomez, flying in 8 points 
as the team took a strong lead into the 4th 
quarter.  Guard Emily March added a bucket 
and steal along with 4 rebounds and caused 
2 turnovers.  Center Emma Zika put up 6 
attempts, snagged 5 rebounds and caused 
4 turnovers.  Aliyah Barone dropped in 5 
points, had 5 steals, 2 rebounds a blocked shot 
and an assist.  Lauren Rogers pulled down 
8 rebounds for the Flyers as well as having 
a steal, an assist and sinking 4 points of her 
own.  Kate Marcel was huge under the basket 
with 7 blocked shots, a steal, 3 rebounds and 
shut down the key against CCOP.

 •        •        •
The SM/SC 3rd grade Thunder played 

a tough CCOP team barely getting by with 
a 10-8 win at the buzzer.  Tied at 4 at the 
half, both teams came out strong in the 3rd 
quarter battling back and forth with steals and 
blocked shots creating a very defensive battle.  
Thunder reached deep down and found a way 
to get around the defense and score 6 points 
to take the lead.  CCOP trailed close behind 
scoring 4 more of their own before time ran 
out.   Olivia Turner was 3 for 13 with 3 steals 
and 5 rebounds.  Justine Locatelli pulled 
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The West Coast Wildfire U12 girls wrapped the Norcal league 
season with a 2-1 wind over the Burlingame Flash.  Defender 
Amanda Zeck took top honors in the game by dominating on 
the left with several steals, loose ball wins, shots on goal, and 
perfectly placed serves to the front line.  Goals were scored by 
mid-fielder Davi Porter and forward Sydney Schultz.  Pictured is 
Amanda Zeck in full command of the backfield.

Livermore Smoke 14A Fall Softball Team finished in first place 
with a 4 and 1 record in the final tournament of their season.  Each 
of the girls contributed over the weekend to make it to the final 
championship game on Sunday. The final game was won  2-0, with 
Sam Whalen pitching the complete game.  Team includes: Taylor 
Cole, Kiara Arias, Missy Nunes, Ashley Balestreri, Savanah Ruiz, 
Jackie Granados, Sam Whalen, Savannah Vasquez, Courtney 
Ganguet, Sue Vi, Alex Villazon and Lily Rebello.  Coaches Gary 
Vignola, Andrew Sprecher, Toff Garcia and Randy Villazon.

Livermore Fusion Soccer Club Team Heat took first place in the 
U12 Boys Recreation Plus Division.  The Heat team members are 
(first row from left) Jason Wigginton, William Eads, Alex Frazier, 
Nate Frazier, Miles Gomez, Darren O'Neill, Cameron Aslin, Ethan 
Compton; (middle row from left) Oscar Franco, Anthony Kumar, 
Nick Lloyd, Mark Silverthorn, Samiron Bora, Weston Everett; 
not pictured Ben Knuth; (back row from left) Coaches Scott 
Silverthorn, Jugma Bora, and Gary Aslin.
 

West Coast Wild draws many fans including some who go to the 
extreme to show their support.

West Coast U11 Girls and Tri-Valley U11 Girls surround food 
donations displaying community support and team spirit.  West 
Coast Soccer reached out to local teams and asked for support 
for thier food drive for Sheppards Gate.  Tri-Valley responded 
with great enthusiasim and generous contributions. West Coast 
Soccer would also like to thank U-16 Fusion Girls for their 
contrabution. All Tri-Valley players played wearing shirts marked 
with #21 and "Breezy" to express support for team mate Breezy 
who is undergoing cancer treatment.  

Serena Leong, of Edge Gymnastics 
Training Center in Dublin, won 
a full athletic scholarship for 
gymnastics to UC Berkeley.  She 
signed her letter of intent on 
Wednesday, November 9.  She 
will be a Freshman at Berkeley 
in Fall, 2012. Along with being 
a three-time Level 10 National 
Qualifier and Western National 
Beam Champion, she excels 
academically at Chinese Christian 
High School in Alameda. Serena, 
from San Ramon, has earned 
numerous titles through her 
Junior Olympic career, including 
Level 7 and 8 State All-Around 
Champion, Level 9 Western 
National Beam Champion, Level 
10 State Floor Champion. She is 
also a Level 10 Region One Team 
Member.

Marissa Unpingco, of Edge 
Gymnastics Training Center 
in Dublin, has been awarded 
a full athletic scholarship for 
gymnastics to San Jose State 
University.  She signed her letter of 
intent on Wednesday, November 
9.  She will be a Freshman at San 
Jose State in Fall, 2012. Marissa 
is a Level 10 Regional All-around 
Champion, and two-time State 
All-Around Champion. In addition 
she has won multiple State and 
Regional titles on Vault, Uneven, 
Bars, Balance Beam, and Floor 
Exercise, with six titles State and 
Regional titles on bars alone. 
She trains at Edge Gymnastics 
Training Center in Dublin.

down 9 rebounds, 2 steals, 9 attempts and 
2 points for the offense.  Kelly Linewebber 
was key down low with 7 rebounds, caused 7 
turnovers, 3 steals and 2 blocked shots.  The 
Allen sisters, Brooke and Megan, together 
put up 7 attempts, 4 steals, 4 rebounds and 
caused 4 turnovers against their opponent.  
Erin Schrader rounded out the scoring with 
2 points, grabbing 4 rebounds and stealing 
3 for the Thunder.

Bowling for Baseball
Livermore High School baseball is host-

ing a Bowling Tournament to raise money 
for the season. The cost is $15 per person or 
$90 for a team of six. The tournament will be 
on December 3 from 6-8pm at the Granada 
Bowl. Those interested in participating, 
please contact David Perotti at dperotti@
lvjusd.k12.ca.us or 925-586-2811or go to 
www.eteamz.com/LHScowboysbaseball 
for more info.

PGSL Registration
2012 Registration is now open for all 

divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom Girls 
Softball League. All girls living in Pleasan-
ton , Dublin and Sunol are eligible to play. 
Two ways to register: 1) Online at www.
pleasantonsoftball.org; 2) Mail-in: PGSL, 
P.O. Box 911, Pleasanton, CA 94566 (down-
load a registration form from our website). 
For more information or questions, email 
Christine Tanis at christine.t@pleasanton-
softball.org.

 
PGSL Player Evaluations and Tryouts:

Evaluations for grades 3-8 are scheduled 
for January 14-15, 2012. The times and 
locations are to be determined and will be 
published on the PGSL website (www.pleas-
antonsoftball.org). Remember to register by 
December 1, 2011 to avoid the late fee.

Livermore Girls Softball
Livermore Girls Softball registration is 

open for the 2012 Spring Season. Tryouts 
for 10U and Middle School will be held 
Dec 3. For more information go to www.
livermoregirlssoftball.org.

Bay Bombers Collect Toys
Jim Fitzpatrick’s World Champion San 

Francisco Bay Bombers Return to Pleasanton 
for their 2nd Annual Holiday Season Game 
to benefit Toys for Tots. The roller derby 
game will take place on Saturday night, Dec 
17. The game starts at 8 p.m. It will feature 
the San Francisco Bay Bombers vs ARSD 
All-Star, indoors at the Alameda County 
Fairgrounds

Tickets on sale now now and available 
through the Bombers web site via Pay Pal, 
Brown Paper Tickets and Goldstar. 

Bombers’ GM, Jim Fitzpatrick stated, 
“Starting the Monday prior to our game 
we’ll be holding a training camp, looking 
for new skaters. The camp will run until 
early February. We’ve also started filming 
our games for syndication.”

 For more information on the Bombers 
schedule, becoming a Roller Derby skater 
and upcoming TV games visit www.arsd-
bombers.com 

Bah Humbug 5K Run & 
Walk

The San Ramon Parks & Community 
Services will start the holidays with a healthy 
fun run or walk with its annual San Ramon 
Bah Humbug 5K Run & Walk, on Saturday, 
December 3. This very flat and fast 5K (3.1 
miles) certified course will follow through 
the weekend-quiet and monitored streets of 
Bishop Ranch Business Park.

Bah Humbug proceeds will go directly 
back into the San Ramon Parks & Community 
Services programs.

Trophies will go to the top male and 
female finishers, and medals will be awarded 
three deep in designated age groups for 
both male and female participants (check 
application or Web site for age-groups). 
Costume awards will go be given for the 
“Most Grinch-Like,” “Holiday Spirit,” and 
“Group Theme.” All participants who wear 
their holiday garb will receive a special “Bah 
Humbug” Tree Ornament.

5K entry fee is $40 for everyone. 
Check-in and race day registration opens at 
7:30 a.m., at Bishop Ranch II, 2694 Bishop 
Drive (corner of Camino Ramon & Bollinger 
Canyon Rd.), in San Ramon (East side of 
freeway 680). Both, the run and walk will 
begin at 9:00 a.m.

For more Bah Humbug 5K Run & Walk 
information and/or an application, contact 
Brad Morris at the San Ramon Parks & 
Community Services, 925-973-3367 or. On 
Your Mark Events will provide timing and 
results of this event. To pre-register for this 

event, entrants can either download this ap-
plication and send in with money or online, 
at Active.com

LNLL Registration
Livermore National Little is still ac-

cepting early bird registration until Nov. 30, 
2011 please visit the website www.eteamz.
com/lnll for details. LNLL will have a final 
walk in registration on Tuesday, Dec 6 at Mt. 
Mike’s Pizza, 1304 First St., Livermore, from 
6:30-8:30pm. Please provide copy of birth 
cert & current proof of residency.

UTEP Signing
2010 Granada High School graduate 

Alanna Leasau has signed with the Univer-
sity of Texas El Paso, where she will play 
Division-1 softball. 

Leasau played a major role in help-
ing Tallahassee to the NJCAA Region 8B 
Championship and a third-place finish at 
the NJCAA Division I Softball Tournament 
in 2011. 

Leasau, the team’s third baseman, was a 
first-team All-Panhandle Conference selec-
tion in 2011 after batting .364 with ten home 
runs and 27 RBIs. Her 2011 postseason was 
capped by an all-tournament performance at 
the NJCAA Tournament. In Tallahassee’s 
six games in St. George, Utah, she batted 
.444 (8-for-18) with two home runs and 
four RBIs. 

Leasau is the third Tallahassee player 
to sign with UTEP in the past four years. 
Shea Lodes signed with the Miners in 2007 
and Becky Smith inked with the school a 
year later. 

“UTEP is a very family-oriented school 
and I loved the community,” said Leasau. 
“The team is very close knit and the coaches 
work hard to keep the players on track aca-

The City of Pleasanton’s Do-
lores Bengtson Aquatic Center 
will be the host site for a large 
swim meet in the coming weeks. 
The Pleasanton Seahawks Swim 
team will host an age group swim 
meet on Saturday, December 10 
and Sunday, December 11. New, 
unwrapped toys will be collected 
at the meet for the annual Toys 
for Tots program.

The meet is expected to draw 
about 1,200 swimmers plus their 
families who will begin to arrive 

each morning at 7:00 a.m., with 
competition beginning at 9:00 
a.m. The meet will continue 
each day until approximately 
6:30 p.m.

The City of Pleasanton has 
been working closely with the 
Seahawks to develop plans for a 
both a successful competition and 
reduced impact on the neighbor-
hoods surrounding the Aquatic 
Center, located at 4455 Black 
Avenue near Santa Rita Road. 
Congested traffic conditions are 

anticipated on Santa Rita Road 
and Black Avenue each morning 
as the swimmers begin to arrive 
for the day’s competition.

Accordingly, City staff has de-
veloped a traffic flow system for 
the Aquatic Center to facilitate 
competitor drop-off, and partici-
pants have been notified of pre-
designated parking locations that 
would reduce the impacts on the 
surrounding neighborhoods. The 
Gingerbread Preschool, Alisal 
Elementary School, and Amador 

Valley High School parking lots 
will be used as overflow parking. 
Swim meet parking is prohibited 
in any of the business lots on the 
south side of Black Avenue and 
in the Amador Shopping Center 
parking lot. For more informa-
tion, please contact Aquatics 
Supervisor Michelle Stearns at 
(925) 931-3423.

Bring Toys for Tots Donations to Pleasanton Swim Meet

demically, and that’s something I wanted 
both on and off the field.” 

Basketball Clinic
Pro Shot National touring basketball 

clinic is coming to Dublin on December 3
Making his first appearance in Dublin 

will be “Shot Doctor” Paul Hoover, creator 
of the Pro Shot Shooting System. Participants 
will learn the Shooting Release of MJ and 
Kobe; the shooting secrets that only the 
best NBA players possess; develop unstop-
pable confidence and gain “the edge” over 
any defender; become the quickest shooter 
in your league or city; and understand the 
mindset of what it takes to become a con-
sistent shooter.

Third to 5th grades, 9 a.m. to noon, 6th 
to 8th grads, 1 to 4 p.m. Sat., Dec. 3, Stager 
Community Gymnasium; $50 residents, $60 
nonresidents. www.dublin.ca.gov.

Lacrosse 
Registration Update

Join the fastest growing sport in North 
America. There are still a few player spots left 
for the Livermore Phantom Lacrosse Spring 
2012 season. Limited spots are available for 
the U9 boys’ team and the U13 – U15 girls’ 
teams. Please see www.phantomlacrosse.
org for details. The season runs mid-Janu-
ary through May. Register on-line at www.
phantomlacrosse.org.

 

Bocce Kits for Rent
The Livermore Area Recreation and 

Park District is now making bocce ball kits 
available for rent to the public.

Bocce ball kits can be checked out for a 
week at a time from the Robert Livermore 

Alejandro Tellez took 1st place at the second annual community-
wide "Race To The Flagpole" through downtown Livermore on 
Nov. 12. Alejandro is an 8th gradee at Junction K-8th School, 
Livermore. 
  

Community Center. The kits are available at 
the front counter from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Rental for one week is $20, plus a $40 
refundable deposit by credit card or cash – a 
total of $60. The $40 deposit is refundable if 
equipment is returned in good condition. Kits 
are rented on a first-come, first-served basis; 

reservations are not available in advance. 
Rental of a bocce ball kit does not guarantee 
a bocce ball court will be available.

The Robert Livermore Community Cen-
ter is located at 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
Bothwell Park is located at 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. For more information, call 
925-373-5700.



Frank Joseph Fries
Frank Joseph Fries, 82, of Su-

nol, California, passed away on 
November 10, 2011. He was born 
in Newark, California on August 

16, 1929, the 
first child of 
F rank  and 
Marie Fries. 
He is  sur-
vived by his 
wife of 56 
years, Diane; 
his daugh-
ters Lynnette 
M c D o n a l d 
(Frank); Lori 

Konecny (Dave); his grand-
daughters Claire and Sarah; 
his brothers Al (Barbara); Walt 
(Lyla); and sister Joann Hicks 
(Don). Frank was predeceased 
by his brother Jim.

Frank grew up in Newark 
and graduated from Washington 
Union High School and San Jose 
State University. He served in the 
Armed Forces from 1952-54 and 
was stationed in Korea. He was 
an electrical contractor, opening 
his own business in Fremont. 
He was a lifelong member of 
the Aelpler Gruppe Swiss Club 
in Newark and was proud of his 
heritage; visiting Switzerland 
many times and sharing this with 
his children and grandchildren. 
He enjoyed his home in Sunol 
and the community he was an ac-
tive part of, including Thursday 
evening Bocce Ball. He was a de-
vout member of St. Augustine’s 
Catholic Church. He loved hunt-
ing, fishing, skiing and traveling 
in his motor home. He was a kind 
and honest man, generous with 
both his time and resources. He 
was a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather and brother. He will 
be deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated Nov. 17 at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church, 
Livermore. A Graveside Service 
was held Nov. 18, at St. Michael 
Cemetery with Military Honors.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Clyde Eugene Taylor
Clyde was born and raised 

in Susanville California. He 
completed his B.S. and M.S. in 

Mechanical 
Engineering 
at Stanford 
University. 
Clyde met 
h i s  w i f e 
R u t h a n n 
on a blind 
date at his 

fraternity’s Sweetheart of Sigma 
Chi dance. After graduation they 
moved to Ventura, California 
where Clyde started his profes-

Robert (Bob) 
Charles Cannon
Former Resident of Pleasanton

Bob Cannon, 52, of Oklahoma 
passed away unexpectedly Oct. 
9, 2011. He was born in Buffalo, 

N e w  Yo r k 
to Patsy and 
Charles Can-
non on June 
2 0 ,  1 9 5 9 . 
He lived in 
Tonawanda, 
New York ; 
Denver, Colo-

rado; Placentia, California; Day-
ton, Ohio; Pleasanton and area 
cities, California and Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. 

He was a member of the first 
graduating class of Foothill High 
School (1977). He excelled in 
tennis and golf and played on his 
high school team all 4 years. He 
traveled competitively for ten-
nis. Bob joined the Army after 
high school and was stationed in 
Germany, where he met his wife 
Maggie. They married in 1982. 
He worked 20 years for Farmer’s 
Insurance (Dublin, CA and Okla-
homa City). Moving up through 
the ranks, his last position was as 
a Software Development Lead. 
Bob always enjoyed a variety of 
sports and began running over the 
last five years. He participated 
in many marathons, ranking 
extremely high in many of his 
races. Even though he moved 
to Oklahoma 12 years ago, his 
devotion to the San Francisco 
49ers never changed. He loved a 
variety of music and celebrated 
anniversaries with his wife at 
jazz festivals.

Bob is survived by his wife 
of 29 years, Maggie Cannon of 
Oklahoma City, OK and their 
three children Renee, Nathan 
and Justin, all of Oklahoma; 
his father, Charles Cannon and 
stepmother June of Pleasanton, 
CA; sisters, Debra (Neil) Cannon 
Ardoline of Westminster, CO and 
Karen (Mark) Cannon Hitesman 
of Pleasanton, CA as well as 
many nieces, nephews, aunts 
and uncles. He was predeceased 
by his mother Patsy Puderbaugh 
Cannon.

Friends and family are invited 
to attend a celebration of Bob’s 
life which will be held at Rock 
Bible Church, 4100 First Street 
in Pleasanton, CA on November 
26, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. A service 
will also be held on November 
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sional life as Chief Drilling 
Engineer for Shell’s West Coast 
operations, and where children 
Anna and Bruce were born.

Clyde and Ruthann moved to 
Livermore shortly after where 
daughter Carol was born, and 
where they raised their fam-
ily. He began his distinguished 
research career at the Lawrence 
Livermore Laboratories where he 
spent 20 years designing the next 
generation of linear accelerators 
for physics research. He estab-
lished himself as one of the top 
authorities in the field of cryo-
genic fusion engineering (super 
cooled magnets). He also actively 
participated in local civic service, 
including serving on the planning 
and library commissions, the city 
council, and as Mayor.

He eventually transferred to 
the Lawrence Berkeley Labora-
tory where he ran the engineering 
team that won the international 
competition for designing the 
magnetic systems for the Super 
Conducting Super Collider that 
was to be the largest physics 
research accelerator in the world. 
After retiring from the lab a de-
cade ago, he has continued con-
sulting for the government and 
private enterprise from his home 
in Berkeley until his passing.

Clyde had a lifelong passion 
for the outdoors and was an 
avid bicyclist, mountaineer, and 
skier. He made many organized 
bike trips, including the Ride 
the Rockies and Cycle Oregon. 
He also made many trans-Sierra 
skiing and backpacking trips with 
friends and family. He was a 
student of many subjects and 
had a particular fondness for po-
etry which he shared often with 
his family. Ruthann and Clyde 
shared a passion for theater and 
travel, and attended thousands 
of plays and visited multiple 
continents.

His daughter Anna and hus-
band Nate reside in Denver, son 
Bruce and wife Dona in Moraga, 
and daughter Carol and hus-
band Coenraad in Seattle. His 7 
grandchildren Andreas, Katrina, 
Vanessa, Colin, Graham, Gabriel, 
and Zachary currently reside 
in the Bay Area, D.C., Seattle, 
and Taiwan. He has been a great 
inspiration to them all

Robert Heath
Former Livermore resident 

Robert Heath passed away on 
November 15, 2011, in Chico, 
CA at the age of 91. He was born 
Feb. 27, 1920.

A Graveside Service was held 
on Nov. 22 at Memory Gardens 
Cemetery in Livermore.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

17, 2011 at the family church in 
Oklahoma City.

In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to his favorite char-
ity, Samaritans Purse, in Bob’s 
name.

Dandina “Ms. Dee” DeLeon
Livermore Resident
Sept. 19, 1926 – Nov.  9, 2011

Born and raised in Hawaii, 
Dandina was the eldest of 6. 

She married 
the late Ra-
fael DeLeon, 
Chief Petty 
Off icer  in 
the US Navy. 
Dandina is 
survived by 
her brother 
Larry DeA-
sis, three of 

her children: Daniel DeLeon, 
DeLynda DeLeon, Doreen Drul-
lard, 6 grandchildren and several 
great-grandchildren. Dandina 
was predeceased by her other 3 
children Delfin DeLeon, Doralina 
DeLeon Jones, Ralph DeLeon.

Dee and Rafael survived the 
Depression, the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor and World War II. 
They moved to Stockton CA in 
1949. She was a member of the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, the 
Fil-Am Literary Women’s Club, 
and active with the retired US 
Naval Fleet Reserves. Dee also 
worked for the Stockton Unified 
School District. 

Dandina and Rafael moved 
to Livermore in 1974, where she 
lived and worked until her death. 
“Ms. Dee” began working for the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District in 1979 until she 
formally retired in 1997 with 
many friends and honors. Dee 
loved to travel, shop, socialize, 
throw parties, and tell stories of 
her years in education. She made 

Obituary/ Memorium Policies
Obituaries are published in 

The Independent at no charge.
There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries. 
Memorium ads can also be 
placed in The Independent 
when families want to honor 
the memories of their loved 
ones. There is a charge for

 memorium ads, based 
on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to 
editmail@compuserve.com 

to receive information.

many friends throughout the 
years helping with her brother’s 
antique business. She will be 
greatly missed by all her friends 
and family.

A memorial service in her 
honor will be held at Callaghan 
Mortuary, 3833 East Avenue, 
Livermore, November 30 at 1 
p.m. Internment to be held in 
Hawaii.

 “Katy” (Hansen) 
Kathleen McGehee

Resident of Manteca, CA
Katy died tragically, on Octo-

ber 30, 2011. She was 55 years 
old. 

Katy is survived by her hus-
band, four children and two 
grandchildren. She is also sur-
vived by sisters, Colleen O’Neal 
and Mary Heaton of Livermore, 
brothers, Christopher Hansen of 
Pensacola, Florida, Mark Hansen 
of Sparks, Nevada and aunt, Jane 
Claffy of Red Hook, New York.  
Katy is preceded in death by her 
parents, Richard and Kathleen 
Hansen, sister, Peggy Hansen and 
brother, Patrick Hansen.

Katy was a loving, giving and 
compassionate woman, who had 
a beautiful smile and a warm 

heart. She was also a dedicated 
mother, wife and friend. Katy 
will be greatly missed by all who 
loved her.

 There was a private memorial 
on November 12, 2011 for family 
and close friends. 

In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to: AVA (Advocacy 
for Victims of Abuse) Memorial 
Fund, Women’s Ministries, 8303 
West Higgins Road, Chicago, 
Ill. 60631

 

Grant Workshops
The Cities of Dublin, Livermore 

and Pleasanton will co-sponsor two 
application workshops for all fiscal 
year 2012-13 Livermore Housing 
and Human Services grants, Pleas-
anton Housing and Human Services 
and Community grants, and Dublin 
Community Development Block 
grants. The workshops are designed 
for non-profit organizations that serve 
Tri-Valley residents.

Staff will discuss the online ap-
plication process being utilized for 
the grant programs of  all three cities 
and will distribute information at the 
workshops. Attendance at one of the 
scheduled workshops is mandatory in 
order to apply for City of Livermore 
funding and is strongly encouraged 
for the Cities of Dublin and Pleasan-
ton. Both workshops will be identical 
in format and content and it is only 
necessary to attend one workshop.

The first workshop is slated for 
Tuesday, December 6, from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Pleasanton 
City Council Chambers located at 
200 Old Bernal Avenue in Pleasanton. 
A second workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, December 7, from 1:30 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Livermore 
City Council Chambers located at 
3575 Pacific Avenue in Livermore.

To RSVP for attendance at one of 
the workshops, please contact Sheryl 
Jenkins at (925) 960-4434, or email 
sljenkins@ci.livermore.ca.us.

Docent Training
Forest Home Farms Historic Park 

will have a docent training session for 
new volunteers on Thursday, January 
19, 2012, from 9:30am-12pm. The 
meeting will be held in the Boone 
House Apt. B at Forest Home Farms 
Historic Park. The address is 19953 
San Ramon Valley Blvd., San Ramon, 
CA 94583. This training is open to 
the public and is for anyone who is 
interested in becoming a volunteer 
at the farm. Those attending are not 
required to volunteer after attending 
the meeting.

This fieldtrip program is great 

for retirees, stay-at-home moms, 
part-time workers, and those with 
extra free time who would like to be 
involved in the community. There are 
four different areas for volunteers to 
choose from: Grandpa- leads tours 
and activities, Grandma- leads tours 
and activities, Garden- explains con-
cepts of organic gardening and aids 
children in gardening chores, and 
Canning- presents a canning demon-
stration and leads activities.

Docents lead hands-on activities 
that teach the agricultural history of 
the San Ramon Valley and Forest 
Home Farms Historic Park. Public 
speaking experience is helpful, but 
not required. Education docents need 
to attend a three-hour training session 
twice per year. Volunteer commitment 
is 2 times per month minimum, and 
each tour lasts 3 hours. Volunteers 
must be available on weekday morn-
ings and be fingerprinted through the 
San Ramon Police Dept.

Fieldtrips run Tuesday thru Fri-
day, 9am-12pm during the school 
year with a short break in winter. 
Winter/spring fieldtrips for 2012 
begin February 4, 2012. Volunteers 
for this program also participate 
in a variety of fun and educational 
networking activities and fieldtrips 
to areas of local interest throughout 
the year. For more information or to 
RSVP for this meeting please contact 
Sharon Peterson at (925) 973-3282 or 
speterson@sanramon.ca.gov.

Holiday Birds
Holiday Birds is the topic of 

the Sun., Nov. 27 Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District ranger 
program. Meet Ranger Pat Sotelo at 
8 a.m. at the Nature Area entrance to 
Sycamore Grove Park. 

At this time of year we all have 
birds on our minds, especially ones 
that are stuffed, cooked and served 
with a side of gravy. This program will 
focus (but not feast) on fowl during 
this stroll through Sycamore Grove’s 
bird-rich, riparian woodland. This 
birdwalk will last about two hours. 
Bring binoculars and field guides; 

plus there will be a few to lend. Begin-
ners are encouraged to attend.

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee at both entrances to Sycamore 
Grove Park. A $2 donation is re-
quested to help support the programs. 
Participants may call 925-960-2400 
for more information.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Since 1993, the Livermore Com-

munity Thanksgiving Dinner has 
hosted an annual Thanksgiving Din-
ner for residents of Livermore and the 
Tri-Valley. The event serves about 
1300 Thanksgiving Dinners to Senior 
Citizens, Veterans, and residents of 
the Tri-Valley area.

This year, the Livermore Com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner will be 
hosting the 29th Annual Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner on Thursday, November 
24, 2011 from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St. in Livermore.

Food donations, monetary dona-
tions, and volunteers are needed to 
help organize and host this event. 
There will be a meeting on the day 
before Thanksgiving Day, Wednes-
day November 23, 2011 at 7:00 PM, 
at the Bothwell Center.  

For information on donating, 
volunteering, to have a Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner delivered to your home 
on Thanksgiving Day, or to set up  
a ride to the Bothwell Center on 
Thanksgiving Day, please check  
the website at www.lctd.org  or call 
(925) 455-9782.

One Warm Coat
Coldwell Banker Residential 

Brokerage  announced the kickoff of 
its annual Operation: One Warm Coat 
collection.  The public is encouraged 
to donate new and gently used winter 
items for the homeless and needy in 
their local communities.  The col-
lection drive is running now until 
December 16.         

Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage offices will act as dona-
tion collection centers.  They will 

be accepting coats, sweaters, jackets, 
sweatshirts, hats, mittens, towels and 
blankets.  Donations will be sent to 
local organizations benefiting those 
in need.  

Individuals interested in donating 
warm clothing and items to Opera-
tion: One Warm Coat may do so at 
one of the following local Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage of-
fices: 

Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage Livermore, 2470 First St, 
Ste., 204, Livermore; 925.371.2100; 
or Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage Pleasanton, 5980 
Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 122, Pleasanton; 
925.847.2200.

Operation: One Warm Coat was 
established in 1992 by a San Fran-
cisco resident who wished to donate 
her coat and have it provided for 
free to those in need.  The non-profit 
organization’s mission is “to ensure 
that anyone who needs a coat has 
one,” believing that “providing this 
simple, yet vital, service helps people 
live productive lives year round.” 

Toys for Tots
Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-

kerage announced the kickoff of its 
25th consecutive year as a participant 
in the United States Marine Corps 
Reserve’s Toys for Tots program.  
Fifty-six Northern California Cold-
well Banker Residential Brokerage 
offices will serve as official collection 
centers for new, unwrapped toys from 
now until December 16.

Founded in 1947, Toys for Tots 
has evolved from a small Los An-
geles-area project to a nationwide 
campaign.  Over the past 64 years, 
Marines have distributed more than 
400 million toys to some 188 million 
needy children across the nation. 

“We are looking forward to an-
other wonderful year supporting the 
Toys for Tots program,” said Rick 
Turley, president of Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage.  “The commu-
nity plays such an important part in 
our business and Toys for Tots allows 
us the opportunity to give back.  It 

has been incredibly rewarding to help 
bring smiles to the faces of so many 
children over the past 25 years and we 
hope to continue this holiday tradition 
for many more to come.”

Individuals interested in donating 
a new, unwrapped toy to the Toys for 
Tots program may do so at one of 
the following local Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage offices: 

Coldwell Banker Residential 
Brokerage Livermore, 2470 First St, 
Ste., 204, Livermore; 925.371.2100; 
or Coldwell Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage Pleasanton, 5980 
Stoneridge Dr., Ste. 122, Pleasanton; 
925.847.2200.

Members of the United States 
Marine Corps Reserve will pick up 
the toys from each Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage collection 
center and deliver them to charitable 
organizations and social welfare 
agencies in the area just in time for 
the holidays.

Tri-Valley Haven Benefit
Café Art, located at 1764 First 

Street in Livermore, is donating 10% 
of all proceeds to Tri-Valley Haven 
during Thanksgiving weekend. The 
business will be open Friday, No-
vember 25th 11 am – 7 pm, Saturday, 
November 26th 10 am – 7 pm, and 
Sunday, November 27th 10 am – 7 
pm. For additional information please 
call Julie or Amelia at Café Art: (925) 
373-0222. 

Tri-Valley Haven helps survivors 
of domestic and sexual violence, low 
income and homeless families create 
homes safe from abuse. For more 
information on The Haven please 
visit: www.trivalleyhaven.org

Thomas Home Ranch Walk
A hike in the Thomas Home Ranch 

Gateway to Nortonville Canyon and 
Kirker Pass will be held Sat., Dec. 3, 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.  

Leader is Scott Hein (925) 899-
0420. Meet at 5755 Nortonville 
Rd, Pittsburg, 94565. From Walnut 
Creek head east on Ygnacio Valley 

Rd which becomes Kirker Pass Rd 
once you pass Clayton Rd. Follow 
Kirker Pass Rd for 3 miles past the 
Concord Pavilion, turn right on Nor-
tonville Rd, take the 1st driveway on 
the right. From East County/Hwy 4 
take Railroad Ave south for 2.5 miles, 
turn left on Nortonville Rd, take the 
1st driveway on the right. 

Save Mount Diablo saved the day 
recently when it stepped into a cash-
only auction to purchase 145 critical 
acres adjacent to the city of Pittsburg. 
Land speculators nearly bought the 
strategic Thomas ‘Home Ranch’ 
property out from under the East Bay 
Regional Park District.  The land is 
the one of the single most  important 
pieces of the Black Diamond Mines 
to Concord Naval Weapons Station 
Open Space Corridor.  

It is at the mouth of historic 
Nortonville Canyon, which rises to 
a mining ghost town site in Black 
Diamond Mines Regional Preserve. 
Rare alkaline wetland, native grass-
land and riparian woodland create 
ideal conditions for several rare and 
endangered species. In addition the 
property includes an 1880s farm 
house, historic barn and other struc-
tures and a cattle tunnel under Kirker 
Pass Road which will become a very 
important recreational connection. 

This is a  moderate 2 mile walk. 
RSVP requested to smdinfo@
savemountdiablo.org or (925) 947-
3535. 

Laurel Creek Hike
Pleasanton City Naturalist Eric 

Nicholas will lead a hike at Laurel 
Creek Park. It will be held Dec. 10 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

This is a strenuous hike. Par-
ticipants should be prepared to cross 
water, and or crawl or climb. Partici-
pants should be physically fit for this 
hike, please dress accordingly for the 
weather and bring a water bottle. 

Fee is $5/residents, $7 non-resi-
dents. Pre-registration is required at 
www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/services/
recretation, or by calling (925) 
931-5340. 
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 Call  925-243-8000              
                                          
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 457434

The following person(s) doing 
business as: Aahmes Shrine 
Event Center, 170 Lindbergh 
Ave., Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Temple Corporation, 170 
Lindbergh Ave., Livermore, 
CA  94551
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 8/1/11.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Wayne Green, Gen. Part-
ner/Secretary
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 19, 2011. Expires 
October 19, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3108. Published  November 
10, 17, 24, December 1, 
2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 458024
The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1)Prie Win-
ery (2)Prie Cellars (3)Prie 
Vineyards, 3022 Verdala 
Dr, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
One Varia LLC, 3022 Verdala 
Dr, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted by 
a Limited liability company
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Lisa Gash, Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 4, 2011. Ex-
pires November 4, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3110. Published  November 
10, 17, 24, December 1, 
2011.

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

 CASE NO. 662411

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDO):

GADIEL SERRANO, and 
DOES 1 through 20
 
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY 
PLAINTIFF:     
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO 
EL DEMANDANTE):  
PHILIP BRIGGS

NOTICE! You have been 
sued. The court may decide 
against you without your be-
ing heard unless you respond 
within 30 days. Read the 
information below.   
    You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons and 
legal papers are served on 
you to file a written response 
at this court and have a copy 
served on the plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect 
you. Your written response 
must be in a proper legal 
form if you want the court to 
hear your case. There may 
be a court form that you can 
use for your response. You 
can find these court forms 
and more information at the 
California Courts Online Self-
help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county 
law library, or the courthouse 

nearest you. If you cannot pay 
the filing fee, ask the court 
clerk for a fee waiver form. If 
you do not file your response 
on time, you may lose the 
case by default, and your 
wages, money, and property 
may be taken without further 
warning from the court. 
     There are other legal re-
quirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If 
you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an at-
torney referral service. If you 
cannot afford an attorney, you 
may be eligible for free legal 
services from a nonprofit legal 
services program. You can 
locate these nonprofit groups 
at the California Legal Ser-
vices Web site (www.lawhelp-
california.org), the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Cen-
ter (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), or by contacting 
your local court or county 
bar association. NOTE: The 
court has a statutory lien for 
waived fees and costs on 
any settlement or arbitration 
award of $10,000 or more 
in a civil case. The court’s 
lien must be paid before the 

court will dismiss the case. 
!AVISO! Lo han demandado. 
Si no responde dentro de 30 
dias, la corte puede decidir 
en su contra sin escuchar su 
version. Lea la informacion a 
continuacion.
 Tien 30 DIAS DE CALEN-
DARIO despues de que le 
entreguen esta citacion y 
papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por 
escrito en esta corte y hacer 
que se entregue una copia 
al  demandante. Una carta 
o una llamada telefonica no 
lo protegen.  Su respuesta 
por  escrito tiene que estar 
en formato legal correcto 
si  desea que procesen su 
caso en lacorte. Es posible 
que haya un formulario que 
usted pueda usar para su 
respuesta. Puede encontrar 
estos formularios de la corte 
y mas infornacion en el  Cen-
tro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de 
leyes de su condado o en 
la corte que le quede mas  
cerca. Si no puede pagar 
la cuota de presentacion, 
pida al secretario de la corte 

que le de un formulario de 
exencion de pago de cuotas. 
Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el  
caso por incumplimiento y 
la corte le podra quitar su 
sueldo, dinero y  bienes sin 
mas advertencia.
      Hay otros requisitos 
legales. Es recomendable 
que llame a un abogado in-
mediatamente. Si no conoce 
a un abogado, puede llamar  
a un servicio de remision a 
abogados. Si no puede pagar  
a un abogado, es  posible que 
cumpia con los requisitos 
para obtener sevicios legales 
gratuitos de un programa de 
servicios legales sin fines 
de lucro. Puede encontrar 
estos grupos sin fines de  
lucro en el sitio web de Cali-
fornia Legal Services, (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), en 
el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes  de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniendose 
en contacto con la corte o el  
colegio de abogados locales. 
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene 
derecho a reclamar las cuotas 
y los costos exentos por 
imponer un gravamen sobre 

cualquier recuperacion de 
$10,000 o mas de valor re-
cibida mediante un acuerdo 
o una concesion de arbitraje 
en un caso de derecho civil. 
Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corte antes de que 
la corte pueda desechar el 
caso.

The name and address of 
the court is: 
(El nombre y direccion de la 
corte es):
STANISLAUS COUNTY SU-
PERIOR COURT
801  10th  Street,  4th Floor
Modesto, California 95354

The name, address, and 
telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without  
an attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la direccion y 
el numero de telefono del 
abogado del demandante, o 
del demandante que no tiene 
abogado, es):
GARY C. NELSON, ESQ.  
#122821          
LAW OFFICE OF GARY C. 
NELSON
421  13th  Street
Modesto,  CA  95354

(209)524-9200
(209)524-9300 fax

DATE: (Fecha): FEB 17, 
2011
Clerk (Secretario)
Karime J. Martinez
By /s/: 
Deputy (Adjunto)
Karime J. Martinez

 The Independent Legal No. 
3112.  Published Novem-
ber 17, 24, December 1, 
8, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 457622-23

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1)Talk of the 
Town (2)Talk of the Town 
Hair Design, 43353 Mission 
Blvd, Fremont, CA  94539, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Bonnie K. Lewis (2)Robert 
L. Lewis, 2384 Bettona St, 
Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted by 
a Husband and wife
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/22/93.

Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Bonnie K. Lewis; Robert 
L. Lewis
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 25, 2011. Expires 
October 25, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3113. Published  Novem-
ber 17, 24, December 1, 
8, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 457641
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Bits and Pieces, 
43353 Mission Blvd, Fre-
mont, CA  94539, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Bonnie K. Lewis, 2384 Betto-
na St, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/22/92.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Bonnie Kaye Lewis
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 26, 2011. Expires 
October 26, 2016.

Safeway officials including 
Northern California Division 
President Karl Schroeder as 
well as Chairman, President 
and CEO Steve Burd and 
Executive Vice President 
Larree Renda presented a 
$20,000 check to Open Heart 
Kitchen Executive Director 
Linda McKeever (second from 
left) at the November 18 Grand 
Opening of Safeway's new 
Lifestyle store in Pleasanton.
  

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Amador Valley High School marching band provided the music at the grand opening of the 
new Safeway store in the Gateway Center Bernal Avenue in Pleasanton.   

The Las Positas College 
Foundation Center Cooperative 
Collection will host a free work-
shop for nonprofit organizations, 
“Proposal Budgeting Basics,” on 
Friday, Dec. 9, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
in Building 2400, Room 2416. 

Registration is required by 
phone at (925) 424-1355 or 
online at http://grantspace.org/
Classroom/Training-Calendar/
San-Francisco/Proposal-Budget-
ing-Basics-2011-12-09-Liver-
more-CA.

The workshop will be led by 
Scott Ullman of the San Fran-
cisco Foundation Center. The ses-
sion provides an overview of the 
process of strategically thinking 
through the budget line items to 

be included in a grant proposal. 
The workshop is designed for 
organizations considering or 
currently seeking grants from 
foundations.

The following learning out-
comes will be accomplished 
during the workshop: 

• How to determine reason-
able expenditures

• What to include under the 
personnel section and how to 
calculate it 

• What types of expenses are 
considered overhead 

• Determining the level of 
detail to include for non-person-
nel expenses

• Financial documents to in-
clude in the proposal package

Through the Foundation Cen-
ter of New York’s Cooperat-
ing Collection designation, Las 
Positas College has expanded 
its services to the community. 
Located in the Learning Re-
source Center on the Livermore 
campus, the Las Positas College 
Cooperative Collection Center is 
available to nonprofit organiza-
tions and other grant seekers in 
the Tri-Valley area looking for 
funding sources. 

For additional information, 
contact Vicki Shipman at (925) 
424-1355.

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore. 

Workshop Offered to Nonprofit Organizations

Guests were greeted at the 
door with rich African music and 
dance as Asante Africa Founda-
tion’s biggest night of the year 
began on Saturday, November 
12th. The sold out event boasted 
an evening filled with laughter, 
dance, music, traditional African 
fare and incredible generosity. 

The evening included the pre-
sentation of the first “Power of 
WE” award to Orion Alternative 
School, located in Redwood City, 
CA. In April 2011, the students 
of Orion held a Walk-A-Thon to 
raise funds for desks at one of 
our partnering schools in Kenya. 
Students raised $3500 during 
their Walk-A-Thon, enough 
to provide approximately 100 
desks for students at Montonyak 
Primary School.

Asante Africa Foundation’s Escape to Zanzibar a Success
Escape to Zanzibar was a 

memorable and successful event 
for all in attendance and more 
importantly for the future of East 
African students.

Asante Africa Foundation 
envisions African communities 
and families in which all children 
have the opportunity to receive 
quality education to illuminate 
their paths toward brighter fu-
tures. Asante Africa Foundation 
is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organiza-
tion with global headquarters in 
the U.S.A. (1334 Carlton Place, 
Livermore, CA 94550).  Asante 
Africa Foundation’s mission is to 
provide quality education through 
three guiding avenues of impact: 
Create safe and healthy learning 
environments, strengthen teach-

ing quality and enhance learning, 
and provide education through 
merit-based scholarships.

Since its inception in 2006, 
Asante Africa Foundation has 
stewarded the completion of fifty 
projects, provided thousands of 
valuable teaching supplies and 
resources to classrooms, and 
awarded hundreds of scholar-
ships. Asante Africa Foundation’s 
current partnerships with forty-
one schools and collaborations 
with twenty-two villages have 
flourished, directly impacting al-
most 30,000 children in Tanzania 
and Kenya.

To learn more about Asante 
Africa Foundation or to make a 
tax-deductible donation, please 
visit us at www.asanteafrica.org
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The Independent Legal No. 
3114. Published  Novem-
ber 17, 24, December 1, 
8, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 458281
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Steel Creek 
Consulting, 1756 Valley of 
the Moon Rd, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Scott R. Rohe, 1756 Valley 
of the Moon Rd, Livermore, 
CA  94550
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 11/14/06.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Scott Rohe, Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 14, 2011. Ex-
pires November 14, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3115. Published  Novem-
ber 17, 24, December 1, 
8, 2011.

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 
S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a 
Bus iness ,  T ranspo r t a -
tion and Housing Agency 
Department of Transportation 
  
Sealed bids for the following 
project will be received by the 
Department of Transportation, 
1727 30th St, MS #43, Sacra-
mento, CA 95816 until 2:00pm 
on 12/13/2011 at which time 
they will be publicly opened 
and read in Room 0100.  Bids 
are required for the entire 
contract.  Bid documents may 
be ordered by calling (916) 
654-4490 or by fax (916) 
654-7028.  For information 
visit http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
esc/oe/weekly_ads/index.php 
  
Contract No. 04-2E2404: 
In Alameda County At Vari-
ous Locations.  Treat Bridge 
Decks With Methacrylate And 
Replace Joint Seals.  The 
Contractor must have either 
a Class A license or any com-
bination of the following Class 
C licenses which constitutes 
a majority of the work: C-8, 
C-61D06.  04-Ala-80,84,580-
Var * 60 Working Days * 
5% DVBE Requirement * 
Estimate: $260,000
The Independent Legal No. 
3116. Published November 
17, 24, 2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 458279
The following person(s) doing 
business as: J & L Import 
Export Company, 6444 Forget 
Me Not Cmn, Livermore, CA  
94551, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
(1)Li-Hsia Nieh Wu, 6444 For-
get Me Not Cmn, Livermore, 
CA  94551 (2)Zhi Jian Xue, 
17 Redwood Ct, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95409
This business is conducted by 
Co-partners
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 9/1/2011.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Li-Hsia Nieh Wu, Co-
partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 14, 2011. Ex-
pires November 14, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3117. Published  Novem-
ber 17, 24, December 1, 
8, 2011.

NOTICE of INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will be 
accepted at the Health Care 
Services Agency, 1000 San 
Leandro Blvd., Suite 300, San 
Leandro, CA, 94577 MAN-
DATORY NETWORKING/
NORTH COUNTY BIDDERS 
CONFERENCE RFP HCSA 
#900111 School-Based Men-
tal Health Consultation Train-
ing Institute for Providers 
and School Staff, Tuesday, 
December 6, 2011, 10:00 
AM – Alameda County Health 
Care Services Agency, 1000 
San Leandro Blvd., 3rd Floor, 
Conference Room 325, San 
Leandro, CA NON- MAN-
DATORY NETWORKING/
NORTH COUNTY BIDDERS 
CONFERENCE RFP HCSA 
#900111 School-Based Men-
tal Health Consultation Train-
ing Institute for Providers and 
School Staff, Wednesday, 
December 7, 2011, 10:00 
AM – Alameda County Health 
Care Services Agency, 1000 
San Leandro Blvd., 3rd Floor, 
Conference Room 325, San 
Leandro, CA Responses Due 
by 5:00 pm on January 3, 
2012 County Contact: Lisa 
Warhuus at (510) 618-1953 
or via email: lisa.warhuus@
acgov.org Attendance at 
December 6th Networking 
Conference is Mandatory. 
Specifications regarding the 
above may be obtained at the 
Alameda County GSA Current 
Contracting Opportunities 
Internet website at www.
acgov.org.
11/24/11
CNS-2211231#
THE INDEPENDENT Legal 
No. 3119

SUMMONS
 CASE NO. RG10539882

SECOND AMENDED
 Cross-Complaint

(CITACION JUDICIAL-
CONTRADEMANDA)

 
NOTICE TO CROSS-DE-
FENDANT:
(AVISO AL CONTRA-DE-
MANDO):
G E N E R A L  P L U M B I N G 
SUPPLY COMPANY, INC. 
A California corporation, dba 
GENERAL WHOLESALE 
ELECTRIC SUPPLY; JOHN 
ALAN KURL, individually 
and dba KURL & JORDAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY; MI-
CHAEL KURL, individually 
and dba KURL & JORDAN 
INSURANCE AGENCY; and 
DOES 1 through 10, inclu-
sive
 
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY 

CROSS-COMPLAINANT:     
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO 
EL CONTRADEMANDAN-
TE):  
N2 ELECTRIC, INC.
    
    You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons and 
legal papers are served on 
you to file a written response 
at this court and have a copy 
served on the cross-complain-
ant. A letter or phone call will 
not protect you. Your written 
response must be in a proper 
legal form if you want the court 
to hear your case. There may 
be a court form that you can 
use for your response. You 
can find these court forms 
and more information at the 
California Courts Online Self-
help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county 
law library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot pay 
the filing fee, ask the court 
clerk for a fee waiver form. If 
you do not file your response 
on time, you may lose the 
case by default, and your 
wages, money, and property 
may be taken without further 
warning from the court. 
     There are other legal 
requirements. You may want 
to call an attorney right away. 
If you do not know an at-
torney, you may want to call 
an attorney referral service. 
If you cannot afford an at-
torney, you may be eligible 
for free legal services from a 
nonprofit legal services pro-
gram. You can locate these 
nonprofit groups at the Cali-
fornia Legal Services Web 
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts On-
line Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or 
by contacting your local court 
or county bar association. 
NOTE: The court has a statu-
tory lien for waived fees and 
costs on any settlement or 
arbitration award of $10,000 
or more in a civil case. The 
court’s lien must be paid 
before the court will dismiss 
the case.   
   Tien 30 DIAS DE CAL-
ENDARIO despues de que 
le entreguen esta citacion 
y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por 
escrito en esta corte y hacer 
que se entregue una copia al  
contrademandante. Una carta 
o una llamada telefonica no 
lo protegen.  Su respuesta 
por  escrito tiene que estar 
en formato legal correcto 
si  desea que procesen su 
caso en lacorte. Es posible 
que haya un formulario que 
usted pueda usar para su 
respuesta. Puede encontrar 
estos formularios de la corte 
y mas infornacion en el  Cen-
tro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de 
leyes de su condado o en 
la corte que le quede mas  
cerca. Si no puede pagar 
la cuota de presentacion, 
pida al secretario de la corte 
que le de un formulario de 
exencion de pago de cuotas. 
Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el  
caso por incumplimiento y 
la corte le podra quitar su 
sueldo, dinero y  bienes sin 
mas advertencia.  
   Hay otros requisitos legales. 
Es recomendable que llame a 
un abogado inmediatamente. 
Si no conoce a un abogado, 
puede llamar  a un servicio de 
remision a abogados. Si no 
puede pagar  a un abogado, 
es  posible que cumpia con 
los requisitos para obtener se-
vicios legales gratuitos de un 
programa de servicios legales 
sin fines de lucro. Puede 
encontrar estos grupos sin 
fines de lucro en el sitio web 
de California Legal Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), 
en el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes  de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniendose 
en contacto con la corte o el  
colegio de abogados locales. 
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene 
derecho a reclamar las cuotas 
y los costos exentos por 
imponer un gravamen sobre 
cualquier recuperacion de 
$10,000 o mas de valor re-
cibida mediante un acuerdo 
o una concesion de arbitraje 
en un caso de derecho civil. 
Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corte antes de que 
la corte pueda desechar el 
caso.

The name and address of 
the court is: 
(El nombre y direccion de la 
corte es):
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
24405 Amador Street
Hayward, California 94544
The name, address, and 
telephone number of cross-
complainant’s attorney, or 
cross-complainant without  an 
attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la direccion y el 
numero de telefono del abo-
gado del contrademandante, 
o del contrademandante que 
no tiene abogado, es):
Elkanah J. Burns, #151676          
ALAN D. WILNER, A.P.C.
847 N. Hollywood Way, 
Ste 201
Burbank,  CA  91505
(818)840-8889
(818)840-2708

DATE: (Fecha): JUN 17, 
2011
Executive Officer/Clerk (Sec-
retario)
Pat S. Sweeten
By /s/: 
Deputy (Adjunto)
Pat S. Sweeten

 The Independent Legal No. 
3120.  Published Novem-
ber 24, December 1, 8, 15, 
2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 457830
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Livermore Tile 
& Stone, 2801  2nd  Street, 
Livermore, CA  94550, is 
hereby registered by the fol-
lowing owner(s):
David Anthony DeLima, 2315 
Winchester Loop, Discovery 

Bay, CA  94505 
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: David DeLima
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 31, 2011. Expires 
October 31, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3121. Published  Novem-
ber 24, December 1, 8, 15, 
2011.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 457521
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: The Dog 
School, 39 California Ave 
#301, Pleasanton, CA  94566, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
(1)Christine Salazar, 1926 
Paseo Del Cajon, Pleasanton, 
CA  94566 (2)Susi Hankins, 
258 Warwick Ave, San Lean-
dro, CA 94577
This business is conducted by 
a General partnership
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on N/A.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Susi Hankins - General 
Partner
This statement was filed with 

the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 21, 2011. Expires 
October 21, 2016.
The Independent Legal No. 
3122. Published  Novem-
ber 24, December 1, 8, 15, 
2011.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday and 
Sunday, excluding most holi-
days. Saturdays from  9:30 
am to 1:00 pm, dogs and cats 
are available atthe Pleasan-
ton Farmers Market at W. 
Angela and First Streets. 
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dub-
lin noon to 4 and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
1 to 4. Sundays, cats are at 
Petsmart in Dublin 1 to 4, and 
PetCo in San Ramon 11 to 3.     
TVAR at  (925) 803-7043  
website at www.tvar.org

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

Independent Contractors 
Wanted,  Senior  Home 
Health Care. Must have ex-
perience. Senior Solutions, 
Inc 925-443-3101

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

CLEAN FILL DIRT  2 1/2 
cubic yards. You load and you 
haul. Livermore back yard. 
Accessible to pick-up or small 
bobcat. Call (925)447-4841.

TO PLACE  A  
CLASSIFIED AD

call  925-243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or  800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Inland Valley Publishing 

Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing Act, 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and state law 
prohibit advertisements for 
housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law. Reasons for Buyers, Sellers 

to be Thankful This Season
By Kelly DeYoreo

1. Higher Affordability Index
California housing is more affordable to buyers than it’s been 

in decades. The Affordability Index measures the percentage of 
households who can afford to buy a median-priced home.

According to the California Association of Realtors, the 
Affordability Index for single family homes is currently at 52 
percent. 

Over half the households in California can afford the median 
priced single family home. Compare that to 2006, when it was 
only 12 percent, or go all the way back to January, 1991, when 
it was 25 percent.

Many Californians are seeing the best opportunity in their 
lifetimes to own their own homes.

2. Fewer Foreclosures
Many California homeowners, particularly those who bought 

at the peak of the market or who have had a decrease in income, 
are still struggling. 

But according to Foreclosure Radar, California foreclosure 
filings are down from a year ago. Notices of Default are down 4.6 
percent, while notices of trustee sale are down 35.5 percent. 

Bank-owned housing inventory has declined 8.38 percent from 
a year ago. The number of homes scheduled for trustee sale has 
dropped 28.58 percent.

Homeowners may be finding other options, such as loan 
modifications or short sales, to prevent foreclosure. Fewer 
foreclosures on the market should aid an eventual recovery in 
housing prices.

3. Low Interest Rates
Interest rates remain at historically low levels. Thirty year fixed 

rate mortgages for borrowers with good credit are continuing to 
hover around the 4 percent level. 

Historically, over the last 50 years, fixed rate conventional 
mortgages for owner-occupants have averaged about 8.5 per-
cent.

Because most buyers finance a home purchase, a difference in 
interest rates makes a surprisingly large difference in the amount 
of a homeowner’s monthly payment.

For example, on a $400,000 loan, a 4.25 percent interest rate 
would equal principal and interest payments of about $1,968 per 
month. The buyer will pay $308,393 in interest over the life of 
the loan.

Using the historical “normal” of 8.5 percent interest, that 
$400,000 loan would have monthly principal and interest pay-
ments of $3,075 per month, or an extra $1,107 per month for the 
same loan amount.

Over the lifetime of the 8.5 percent loan, the borrower would 
pay an extra $398,847, for a total of $707,240 in interest over 
30 years. Put a different way, that’s a savings of over $13,000 
per year.

We’ve been fortunate to have had low interest rates for the last 
several years. However, at some point in the future, they certainly 
will go up. Today’s borrowers may be seeing a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to save money.

4. Reinstatement of Higher FHA Loan Limits
Congress has just approved legislation to reinstate FHA loan 

limits, which had been lowered to $625,500. The loan limit in 
high-cost areas (such as Alameda County) will go back up to 
$729,750.

“The reinstated loan limits will help provide much needed 
liquidity and stability to communities nationwide as tight credit 
restrictions continue to prevent some qualified buyers from be-
coming homeowners and the housing market recovery remains 
fragile,” according to the National Association of Realtors.

The reinstated limits will remain in effect through December, 
2013.

5. Preservation of the Income Tax Deduction for Home 
Mortgage Interest

At least for the time being, mortgage interest paid on a home 
is still tax deductible. Despite some proposals to limit or elimi-
nate this widely-claimed deduction, it has remained popular with 
the American people and continues to be a significant benefit of 
homeownership. 

According to the California Association of Realtors, in general, 
joint tax filers can deduct all the interest on a maximum of $1 
million in mortgage debts secured by a first and second home, plus 
the interest paid on a maximum $100,000 in home equity loans. 

The maximums are halved for married tax payers filing sepa-
rately. Of course, every situation is different, so please consult 
your tax adviser or accountant for specific information.

“The mortgage interest deduction and the deduction for 
property taxes are, to most Americans, sacred.  These deductions 
have been around since time immemorial. The purpose was to 
encourage home ownership,” said Leonard W. Williams, a certi-
fied public accountant in Sunnyvale, California.

In a high-cost housing market, such as the Bay Area, this 
deduction can save homeowners a substantial amount on their 
taxes each year.

6. Homes are Still Selling
According to San Diego based DataQuick, which tracks home 

sales statistics, an estimated 34,087 new and resale houses and 
condos were sold statewide last month. That is up 4.3 percent 
from October, 2010.

In the Bay Area, 6,444 new and existing homes sold in Oc-
tober, 2011, compared to 6,122 in October, 2010, an increase of 
5.3 percent.

The October home sales figure in the Bay Area reached its 
lowest level in 2007, when only 5,486 units were sold.

7. Life in the Tri-Valley
Finally, we can give thanks that we are fortunate to live in 

one of the most desirable regions of our country, with abundant 
natural beauty and ideal weather. The Tri-Valley enjoys award-
winning wineries, excellent schools, vibrant local communities, 
and farm lands and ranches that mirror the western heritage of 
the region.

The Bay Area, a diverse, innovative and exciting metropolitan 
area, is home to world-class universities, groundbreaking research 
in technology, rich cultural opportunities, and seemingly endless 
outdoor recreational activities. 

Here’s to a Happy Thanksgiving!
Kelly DeYoreo is a Realtor with 

Prudential California Realty, Livermore
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By Ron McNicoll
Terry Bell of Livermore is 

doing his bit to revive the rock 
concert poster art of the 1960s.

Bell, 59, retired from the post 
office six years ago, and started 
taking the Visual Communication 
department’s art classes at Las 
Positas College.

Bell will have a one-man 
show in the college’s gallery, fea-
turing his rock posters and other 
work. Included in the exhibit will 
be a $3500 baby stroller that he 
pinstriped to add a hot-rod look to 
an otherwise placid product.

The show will run from Nov. 
29 to Dec. 9, with a reception 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Nov. 
30. The gallery is in the Barbara 
Fracisco Mertes Center for the 
Arts at the college, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore.

Long a spare-time artist work-
ing in traditional media, Bell 
experienced a boost by enroll-
ing in LPC’s  classes. The chair 
of the Visual Communications 
department, Fredda Cassidy, 
who retired last year, encour-
aged Bell to enroll at LPC after 
seeing his art. Cassidy showed 
him what he could accomplish 
in the new world of drawing with 
computers. 

Bell likes working in the new 
medium, especially in creating 
such things as logos, because 
correcting a work is so easy, 
compared to having to destroy 
a drawing, and having to start 
all over again. However, he said 

Local homeowners can now 
qualify for additional rebates of 
up to $2,000 through February 
2012 for energy-saving home 
improvements. These additional 
rebates are being offered for a 
limited time exclusively to ho-
meowners in the Bay Area, and 
are on top of the existing rebates 
— up to $4,000 — available 
through the statewide program 
Energy Upgrade California.

In addition to the money 
available for home upgrades, 
$300 rebates are being offered to 
help pay for a home energy as-
sessment — the first step toward 
Energy Upgrade California’s Ad-
vanced Package. The Advanced 
Package, which is tailored to the 
needs of each individual home, 
has been selected by 99 percent 
of Energy Upgrade California 
participants in Alameda County 
so far.

Since the program’s launch 
in March,  Alameda County is 
leading the way with the most 
energy upgrades (30%), with 
Santa Clara County (22%) and 
Contra Costa County (14%) 
closely following.

“We’re excited to see the 
growing interest in home energy 
upgrades,” said Wendy Sommer, 
Principal Program Manager at 
StopWaste.Org, the local gov-
ernment agency that is leading 
Energy Upgrade California in 
Alameda County. “Participating 
contractors are reporting an up-
tick in business, which is exactly 
what we’d hoped would happen. 
Our goal has always been a win-
win-win that saves homeowners 
money, creates local jobs and 
protects our environment.”

Versatile Artist Stripes Baby 
Strollers, Draws Rock Posters

that he still has a preference for 
the feel of pen and pencil.

Bell was a teen-ager in the 
1960s when the great rock poster 
artists, such as Victor Moscoso 
and Stanley Mouse were turning 
out their work. Those posters 
announced rock concerts by such 
groups as the Grateful Dead, 
Jefferson Airplane, and Quick-
silver Messenger Service. The 
venues were in San Francisco, 
at the Avalon Ballroom and the 
Fillmore.

As Bell said about his own 
work, the style in the ’60s was a 
mixture of Art Deco and Art Nou-
veau styles, and with pin-striping 
that resembles the kind that hot 
rodders hire custom painters to 
do for their cars.

Bell met Mouse and another 
poster artist, Rick Griffin, at a 
rock art festival in Golden Gate 
Park in San Francisco earlier 
this year. He obtained their au-
tographs, which cost in the range 
of what some baseball players 
charge to sign baseballs, around 
$50 to $100.

Bell still does some hot rod 
custom stripes, but is busy with 
the posters and a new line of 
work: decorating baby strollers.

The stroller has now gone 
upscale, priced in the $1800 to 
$3500 range, thanks to another 
Livermore man, Joe Iacono. He 
crossed two ideas: the stroller and 
the new dad.

Iacono figured that new fa-
thers might like to push more of 

a  “boulevard cruiser” down the 
sidewalk. To accomplish that, 
he called on Bell to trick out the 
vehicles with pin-striping and 
other hot rod touches.

The idea has worked for 
Iacono. He is selling across the 
United States, Canada, Europe 
and Asia. He is entering into ne-
gotiations with a new distributor 
to handle all of his work in Asia, 
he told The Independent.

Since Iacono designs the 
strollers and builds them all by 
hand, he doesn’t produce many 
per year. However, it can be a 
pretty exclusive market. NBA 
star LeBron James, reality show 
star Courtney Kardashian, and 
various baseball players have all 
been customers.

Iacono knew Bell from their 
old hot rod culture days in Liver-
more, and approached him about 
doing the work. Bell has worked 
on 55 strollers so far.

Bell has an art pseudonym, 
that he uses to sign his posters. 
It’s TBonez, pronounced just 
like the steak. “When I was in 
high school, I had the artist name 
Starbuck, after reading Moby 
Dick and the Starbuck character 
in that book. It came up three 
times in a couple of hours, from 
other students, too. So that was 
the name I used on pin-striping 
in the  ‘60’s,” he said.

As to his current handle of 
TBonez, Bell said, “I don’t know 
where that came from. It just 
came up.”

An energy upgrade can in-
crease a home’s efficiency by 
10 to 40 percent through fixed 
improvements like insulation, 
duct sealing and energy-effi-
cient windows. To achieve the 
greatest energy savings and help 
homeowners qualify for the larg-
est incentive available, Energy 
Upgrade California emphasizes 
a “whole house” approach, rather 
than piecemeal improvements, as 
the most efficient and effective 
way to save money while saving 
energy.

To find the best energy up-
grade package to suit their bud-
get and needs, Alameda County 
homeowners can choose from the 
following options: 

Basic Upgrade Package — 
Qualifies for a $2,000 rebate and 
achieves an average 10 percent 
reduction in energy use through 
a short list of simple, low-cost 
home improvements that can 
be completed by a participating 
contractor in just a few days.
Advanced Upgrade Package 
— Qualifies for up to $6,000 in 
rebates and can reduce a home’s 
energy use by as much as 40 per-
cent. A home energy assessment 
is the first step to identify the 
right upgrades for an individual 
home; $300 is available to all Bay 
Area homeowners to help cover 
the cost of the assessment.

Select cities within Alameda 

County are also offering local 
rebates and incentives, increasing 
the potential savings even further. 
Additional discounts and rebates 
are currently available to resi-
dents of Hayward, San Leandro, 
Piedmont, Dublin, Livermore 
and Pleasanton.

Energy Upgrade California 
in Alameda County has just 
launched a new fundraiser for 
schools called Energize for the 
Prize: When Alameda County 
homeowners sign up for a home 
energy upgrade, the local school 
of their choice will receive $100. 
The school that signs up the 
most households between now 
and April will earn an additional 
$5,000.

For more information, ho-
meowners can visit EnergyUp-
gradeCA.org or call 1-855-464-
8484.

Higher Solar Rebates Available 
To Alameda County Residents

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Terry Bell discusses his work. In the background are examples of his art.
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Jazz trumpeter Jeff Bordes and 
friends will bring a jazzy, bluesy 
Christmas show to the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton on Sat-
urday, December 10. Joined by 
acclaimed artists Zakiya Hooker, 
Don Lewis and The Cooltones Big 
Band, Bordes will combine the 
jazz sounds of New Orleans, the 
swing of Big Band and the soul of 
the Blues in a toe-tapping tribute 
to the holiday season. 

The performance will be Sat., 
Dec. 10 at 8 p.m. in the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. 

Merging the sounds of New 
Orleans, the swing of Big Band, 
and soul of the Blues with the spirit 
of Christmas, the accomplished 
artists will present a jazzy, funky, 
bluesy holiday celebration. 

James Garner returns to the 
scene of his sold-out show earlier 
this year with Cash Country Christ-
mas at the Firehouse Arts Center 
on Saturday, December 17. 

Garner and his band will pay 
holiday tribute to the songs of 
Johnny Cash, performing favorites 
from Cash’s many holiday albums, 
1963 and 1991. 

The Firehouse Arts Center is 
located at 4444 Railroad Avenue 
in downtown Pleasanton.

Garner is committed to present-
ing the “Man in Black’s” music 
with its original “Boom-Chicka-
Boom” sound pioneered by Johnny 
Cash, Luther Perkins and Marshall 
Grant in 1954. His bass player, 
Rick Duncan, emulates Marshall’s 
driving bass beat that was interwo-

ven into the Cash sound for more 
than two decades. Steve Hutton 
adds the drumming subtleties and 
expertise that underscore every 
Cash album and Denny Colleret 
provides the signature sound that 
Luther Perkins originated and Bob 
Wootton carried on after Luther's 
death.

Yelena Wells of Atherton, Calif. 
wrote, “If you are a true lover of 
country music, this is the band for 
you. They are highly professional 
and almost ‘Hollywood’ in their 
approach to entertainment. It is not 
your typical ‘variety’ band—it is a 
highly fine-tuned and profession-
ally produced show. Everything 
from equipment to talent to lights 
to the appearance of their charming 

Playing since childhood, Bordes 
has performed live and on record-
ings with many acclaimed jazz 
artists such as Branford Marsalis, 
Alex Acuna, Giovanni Hidalgo, 
Tom Petty, Stevie Nicks, Sheryl 
Crow, Dana Carvey and, most re-
cently, John Mellencamp. He has 
toured in Japan and across the 
United States with various groups 
such as the Bill Berry Big Band, 
Dizzy Gillespie, and others and is 
a respected educator who teaches 
in schools and music festivals 
throughout the world. 

The Chico Synthesis wrote, 
"Jeff Bordes solos with the inspira-
tional improvisation of a jazz vet-
eran. He is a true seasoned pro."

Zakiya Hooker made her debut 
performance in 1991 with her 
father, John Lee Hooker, at the 

Kaiser Center Theatre in Oak-
land, Calif. Since that time, she 
has performed with artists such as 
Etta James, Charles Brown, John 
Hammond, Taj Mahal and many 
more.

Hooker has performed across 
Europe and at world famous ven-
ues and festivals and has graced the 
cover of well-known trade maga-
zines, including Billboard Maga-
zine. Her voice can be heard on the 
soundtrack of the movie “Chalk”, 
which won both the Camera d’Or 
at Cannes, France and Grand Prize 
at the Sundance Film Festival in 
San Francisco, Calif.

Hooker has created an ardent 
following with blues songs such as 
“Hey Lady," “Baby You Busted," 
and “Protect me from the Blues." 

(continued on page 3)(continued on page 3)

Holiday Performances at the Firehouse

Cash Country Christmas
Jazzy, Bluesy Christmas Show

James Garner

Trumpeter Jeff Bordes.
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The Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival's 10th anniversary season 
will feature a double salute to the 
Bard. 

This summer, two Shakespeare 
plays will be performed: The Mer-
ry Wives of Windsor, a comedy of 
comeuppance, and Hamlet, one of 
the most powerful and renowned 
dramas in the English language. 

For ten years, the Festival has 
grown hand-in-hand with the City 
of Livermore. Like Livermore, it 
now boasts some of the Bay Area’s 
finest talent—and finest wine. Its 
tenth anniversary season offers the 
opportunity to look back and look 
forward. Merry Wives is in line 
with the comedies that initially de-
fined the Festival’s bold, original 
style; by contrast, Hamlet is a ma-
ture play for a matured company. 
The title role will feature Bay Area 
favorite and seasoned professional 
Patrick Jones, who was last seen at 
Livermore Shakes as Henry in The 
Real Thing.

The Jazz Company of Liver-
more School of Dance presents a 
show with the theme of Holiday 
Classics on Sun., Dec. 4 at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore.

There will be two performanc-
es, the first at 1 p.m. the second 
at 5 p.m. 

Holiday Classics is a dance 
performance featuring themes 
such as The Nutcracker, Polar 
Express and Elf, along with a 
journey to Broadway and celebra-
tion of modern holiday traditions. 
A section on contemporary dances 
with a holiday twist will also be 
performed. 

The Fog City Stompers, playing the great old standards from the 1920s and 1930s, including tunes made famous 
by Bix Beiderbecke, will play a free concert at the Pleasanton Public Library on Sun., December 4 at 2 p.m.  The 
Fog City Stompers play in the traditional dixieland jazz style. Admission is free. This concert is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Pleasanton Library. It will be held in the Pleasanton Library’s meeting room. Doors open at 
1:30 p.m. Come early to find parking and ensure a seat. For more information regarding the program call the 
Reference Desk at 931-3400, ext. 7. No registration is required.

A variety of dance styles are 
included, such as Hip Hop, Tap, 
Broadway, Bollywood, Modern 
and Vintage Jazz, and more. Holi-
day Classics music is comprised 
of many holiday favorite songs as 
well as popular contemporary mu-
sic, including Josh Groban, Brian 
Setzer, and Trans-Siberian Orches-
tra. Meet and greet the dancers at 
a reception after the show. A light 
dessert will be served immediately 
following each performance in the 
front lobby. 

Livermore School of Dance will 
also be hosting a Toys for Tots toy 
drive at this event. Please consider 
bringing an unwrapped gift of your 
choice. Toys will be given out to 
children in local communities. 

Tickets are available for $18, 
$22, $26, and $15 for Seniors 
and students. Please go to the 
Bankhead’s website at www.
livermoreperformingarts.org to 
purchase tickets. The Bankhead 
Theater is located at 2400 First 
Street in downtown Livermore.

 

Producing Artistic Director 
Lisa A. Tromovitch anticipates 
that the all-Shakespeare anniver-
sary season will not only mark the 
Festival’s past and present, but also 
raise the bar for its future. “Over 
the past ten years, Livermore 
Shakes has grown from an infec-
tious idea into a tradition, a part of 
Livermore’s cultural identity,” she 
says. “Professional artists work-
ing together with local volunteers 
brought us to this milestone. It’s 
only right to celebrate and set the 
bar to become an indispensable 
part of the greater Bay Area’s cul-
tural landscape.”

The 2012 Livermore Shake-
speare Festival will run July 12 
through August 12 at Concannon 
Vineyard. Performances are Thurs-
days through Saturdays at 7:30 pm 
and Sundays at 7 pm. Tickets range 
from $25-$39, day-dependent with 
discounts for seniors, students, and 
educators. For more information, 
visit www.LivermoreShakes.org.

 

Double Salute to the Bard 
Scheduled This Summer

Holiday Classics Performed in Livermore

Variety of dance styles featured during Holiday Classics.



THE INDEPENDENT  •  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2011      3Art & Entertainment

Tapestry, the Bay Area’s only vocal and handbell ensemble, presents 
its holiday program, "The Magic of Christmas."

The performance will be held Saturday, December 10 at 7:00 pm at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd. in Pleasanton. Admission 
is free. Refreshments will be served following the concert.

Under the direction of Cindy Krausgrill, "The Magic of Christmas" 
will feature both sacred and secular music for the holiday season. A free-
will donation will be accepted to benefit Open Heart Kitchen, a program 
that has been feeding the Tri-Valley’s hungry since 1995. 

For more information, please visit www.tapestryringersandsingers.
org or facebook: tapestryringersandsingers.

lead singer is sure to impress the 
most discriminating critic.”

Tickets are Adult: $15, $20 and 
$25; Child: $12 and Senior: $20. 
Group discounts are available. 
Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org up to three 
hours prior to the performance, 
by phone at (925) 931-4848, or in 
person at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office. Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to the 
performance. The entrance to free 
parking is on Spring Street near 
First Street. 

Her fourth CD, “Keeping It Real”, 
was released June 16, 2009. Bordes 
says,”Zakiya is a regal combina-
tion of sass and soul. ‘Keeping 
It Real’ defines her legacy as a 

his program to include the busi-
ness community with his highly 
successful Creating Harmony in 
the Workplace seminars.

Based in the Tri-Valley, the 17-
member The CoolTones Big Band 
has provided jazz entertainment 
across the San Francisco Bay Area 
and numerous venues, festivals 
and private events. The band at-
tracts large audiences with its fam-
ily-friendly Big Band sound.

Tickets are Adult: $15, $20 and 
$25; Child: $12 and Senior: $20. 
Group discounts are available. 
Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org up to three 
hours prior to the performance, 
by phone at (925) 931-4848, or in 
person at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office. Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m.; Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m., and for two hours prior to the 
performance. The entrance to free 
parking is on Spring Street near 
First Street. 

woman singing the blues.”
At Tuskegee Institute, Don 

Lewis performed with the Tuske-
gee Chorus and played for Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Freedom 
Rallies. Later, uniting his interest 
in engineering with his musical 
talent, Don became one of the 
pioneers in synthesizer use and 
technology. He designed and built 
a synthesizer system that was an 
inspiration for Musical Instrument 
Digital Interface (MIDI), now on 
display at the Museum of Making 
Music in Carlsbad, Calif.

Lewis has taught courses in 
the history of gospel music, mul-
timedia, and synthesizer technol-
ogy at University of California at 
Berkeley Extension, San Jose State 
University and Stanford Univer-
sity. In 1987, he created Say “Yes” 
to Music!, which has brought 
inspiring musical assemblies to 
thousands of students and teach-
ers across the United States and 
Canada. Recently he has adapted 

CASH
(continued from page front page)

JAZZY CHRISTMAS
(continued from page front page)

Handbells, Vocals Combine to 
Present the 'Magic of Christmas'

Tapestry, under the direction of Cindy Krausgrill (right) perform Dec. 10 
in Pleasanton
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Featured soloists will be Aimee Puentas (soprano) and Sonia 
Gariaeff (alto), together with returning favorites Thomas Glenn 
(tenor), and Torlef Borsting (baritone).

Although the joyful “Hallelujah 
Chorus” is the best-known move-
ment of George Fredrich Handel’s 
monumental oratorio “Messiah,” 
the more contemplative passages 
are its soul. They express the awe 
and reverence that Handel wanted 
his audience to feel.

These passages will be sung by 
the chorus and four accomplished 
soloists when the Pacific Chamber 
Symphony and Chorus comes to 
Livermore’s Bankhead Theater on 
Dec. 2. It is the Symphony’s only 
Bay Area performance this year of 
the seasonal favorite.

Singing in English, with texts 
from the King James Bible and 
the Book of Common Prayer, are 
Aimee Puentes (soprano), Sonia 
Gariaeff (alto), Thomas Glenn 
(tenor) and Daniel Cilli (bass). All 
four have performed with profes-
sional opera companies in the Bay 
Area and elsewhere throughout 
the country. 

Conductor Lawrence Kohl 
says, “The Messiah, unlike the rest 
of the oratorios of his day, does not 
have a person who is the Messiah 
in it, rather this is the story of 
what it is like and what it means 
to have the Messiah in our midst. 
What Handel does in musical tone 
painting, and the librettist Jennings 
does with words, the singers must, 
as great dramatists, do in song. “

“I have found in Aimee Puentes 
(soprano), Sonia Gariaeff (alto), 
Thomas Glenn (tenor) and Daniel 
Cilli (baritone) the ideal balance 
of vocal purity, clarity,  emotional 
range and theatrical presence. They 
don’t just sing it pretty, they will 
convince you of the story being 
told and that this is the only way 
it can be told. Join us and bask in 
the freshness, urgency and rapture 
of this great classic.”

Choral director Robert Lappa 
comments, “This fine combination 
of soloists, chorus and orchestra 
will bring the spirit of Handel’s 
musical and dramatic genius to 
life. Messiah is perhaps the most 
frequently performed choral work 
in history - and for good reasons. 

St. Michael's Church will pres-
ent two special holiday programs.

The first, Lessons and Carols, 
Ecumenical Advent Celebration, 
will be performed on Mon., Nov. 
28 starting at 7 p.m. at the church, 
458 Maple St., Livermore. 

Admission to the celebration is 
free.  Please bring a nonperishable 
food item. Donated food will be 

The blend of joy and passion that 
Handel creates with his musical 
settings of the texts has an immedi-
ate appeal to both performers and 
listeners.”

Mr. Lappa adds, “For singers, 
Messiah is both a challenging 
and rewarding experience. The 
technical challenges come from 
the numerous difficult musical 
passages that Handel employs for 
dramatic effect. The psychological 
challenge comes from knowing 
that nearly all of the arias and cho-
ruses are so well known. Trying to 
live up to those expectations while 
attempting to add something fresh 
and personal to a performance 

of Messiah can be a formidable 
task.”

Director Lawrence Kohl formed 
the Pacific Chamber Symphony 20 
years ago with professional musi-
cians who enjoy working with a 
smaller orchestra that is at home 
in more intimate spaces than grand 
concert halls.

The performance is at 8 pm 
at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First Street, Livermore. Tickets at 
$39/$34/$29 ($7 students) may be 
purchased at 925-373-6800, online 
at www.livermoreperformingarts.
org, or the Theater Box Office. 
For more information, go to www.
pacificchambersymphony.org. 

shared between the Interfaith Food 
Pantry and St. Vincent de Paul.

For more information, contact 
Barbara Pinto-Choate at music-
ministry33@yahoo.com or 447-
1585 ext 18.

• • •
A Holiday Concert is set for 

Fri., Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. at St. 

Michael Parish, 458 Maple St., 
Livermore

This concert features the Gold-
en Gate Boys Choir and Bell Ring-
ers, and the Amici Brass Quintet, 
as well as St. Michael's Music 
Ministry. 

All proceeds from this concert 
will go toward the Monsignor Ad-

ams Memorial Pipe Organ.
Ticket donations are $15 adults, 

$5 children 12 and under, $10 se-
niors/students, and $35 for family 
(immediate family).

For tickets, please contact Bar-
bara Pinto-Choate at musicmin-
istry33@yahoo.com or 447-1585 
ext 18.

  

By Richard Yates
In the November 7th New York-

er magazine, there is an excel-
lent biopic of Hélène Grimaud, 
the tantalizing French pianist, 
written by D.T. Max. Among 
other descriptors, the author cites 
“independence,” and “drive” as 
Grimaud’s character-dominating 
features. Grimaud has either been 
lauded as a revelatory interpreter, 
or criticized thoroughly for devi-
ating too much from convention. 
She has been known to radically 
disregard the markings of the score 
in order to realize her own total 
conception—a stance brandishing 
risk-taking inventiveness over 
fastidious reproduction. 

To form an artistic concep-
tion, a performer is tasked with 
reinventing the work through 
his or her own lens, while at the 
same time attempting (however 
futilely) to reinterpret and recon-
cile the distant intentions of an 
often-deceased composer. This 
balance of spontaneous generative 
rendering and informed telepathy 
considerably raises the hurdle of a 
successful interpretation. Grimaud 
may be at one end of the extreme, 
her willingness to disregard the 
printed indications of the score a 
clear break with most performers 
of “classical” concert music. But 
what about a performance that 
takes more of a middle ground in 
terms of interpretive flights? Is it 
possible to create great artwork in 
a seemingly less individual vein of 
artistic expression? At what point 
does something become a repro-
duction instead of an interpreta-
tion? While these are fundamental 
artistic concerns that have no easy 
answers, shifting perspective to 
look at a different performance 
experience may help. 

The Canadian piano trio, Triple 
Forte, serves as an example of an 
ensemble that enlivens the music 
on the page with finely wrought 
interpretive destinations, yet bal-
ances an individual approach with 

the seasoned game of sticking 
to the score. Their concert at the 
Bankhead on Saturday, November 
12 was part of the Del Valle Fine 
Arts series. 

Triple Forte's program of 
Beethoven’s Piano Trio in E-flat 
major, Op. 70, No. 2, Shostakov-
ich’s Piano Trio No. 1 in C minor, 
Op. 8, and Ravel’s Piano Trio in 
A minor was a rare opportunity to 
hear a world-class ensemble play 
music with a spellbinding ambi-
ence. Throughout the evening, the 
trio projected a strong sense of 
intention that could only indicate 
a solid artistic conception of the 
music they shared.

 The Ravel Trio, composed in 
1914, was masterfully executed, 
eliciting both a passion and sad-
ness indicative of France at the 
outbreak of World War I. The 
trio captured the richly evocative 
score, playing into the inherent 
dramas, and communicating the 
true breadth and profundity of a 
music whose surface level could 
at times be construed only as an 
exquisite artifice. However, to 
transform these individually fleet-
ing moments of serenity or tension 
into laden discourses capturing 
complex emotional states such 
as insecurity, despair, or elation, 
the performers needed to con-
nect these events into a seamless 
space of forward trajectory. To 
be sure, they worked at spinning 
out, interweaving their lines into 
something of an ephemeral tapes-
try. Their overarching job was of 
balancing the technical, emotive, 
and spontaneous into a unified 
creation. With a score like Ravel’s 
and a performance as deeply felt as 
this trio’s, a profoundly impactful 
artistic conception was undoubt-
edly given resonance. 

The trio’s performance makes 
plain that renderings of all sorts 
have the potential for acute trans-
formations of raw materials into 
rich constellations, both vivid and 
relevant. 

The final responsibility falls, 
though, with the listener. It’s also 
how open we are to the far-ranging 
interpretations, the varying sonic 
and stylistic idioms, and the un-
knowable, spontaneous elements, 
that give the potential for tran-
scendental moments (or humdrum 
redundancies). Plainly, there are 
reasons why a great performance 
is hard to find. 

Performance of Handel's 
'Messiah' at Bankhead

Music Review

Interpretive Ruminations 
and the Triple Forte Trio

St. Michaels to Present Two Holiday Programs
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by Susan Steinberg
Two mirror–image love stories 

make up the current double bill 
at San Jose Opera, and both are 
equally gripping.

In a bold move, Leoncavallo’s 
popular “I Pagliacci” is paired 
with an unfamiliar work: Francis 
Poulenc’s La Voix Humaine” 
(“The Human Voice”).

Poulenc’s dreamy clouds of 
impressionistic chords and pro-
gressions were reminiscent of De-
bussy’s “Pelleas and Melisande," 
including some tense chromati-
cism at dramatic moments.

Described as a “monodrama," 
the one-act play/opera features 
just one woman, who must be 
both a strong singer and captivat-
ing actress to carry the entire 40 
minute solo performance. Suzan 
Hanson was a marvel in the role 
of a distraught woman who has 
just been dropped by her lover of 
5 years.

As the curtain rises, she is 
wandering around her apartment, 
disheveled and disoriented, recov-
ering from a failed suicide attempt 
with sleeping pills. Many elements 
of the décor are obviously askew, 
a visual reflection of her distracted 
psychological state.

This has been a solo pantomime, 
incredibly detailed and realistic, 
engaging the audience in her silent 
suffering. When the phone rings 
she begins a heart-breaking one-
sided conversation with her ex, 

and everyone follows her words 
intently, imagining the unheard 
other side of the dialogue.

Why is this event so terribly 
painful? The time frame is the 
early 20th Century when a woman, 
whether wife or mistress, would be 
completely dependent on a man, 
both financially and emotionally. 
After a 5-year relationship, such a 
loss would be devastating.

But the pain goes far deeper. 
When the woman describes how 
difficult it is to suddenly be sleep-
ing alone, her anguish is palpable. 
“Understand how I suffer…it’s 
been 5 years that I’ve lived for 
you, breathed your air, had noth-
ing to occupy me but you… I AM 
ALONE!”

Listeners winced at that naked 
cry of despair, realizing that aban-
donment of any kind is traumatic, 
leaving a legacy of unbearable 
misery.

The singer tries to reassure her 
ex with, “Don’t worry, I’m better. 
If you hadn’t called I would have 
died.” By now, the audience is 
furious at his callousness. He has 
told her he plans to marry someone 
else and take her to their favorite 
vacation spot. She begs him to at 
least stay at a different hotel, as this 
would “hurt less.”

Finally realizing that her situa-
tion is hopeless (“What is finished 
is finished”), she thanks him for 
his “kindness” in calling her. Reas-
suring him that he needn’t worry 

about her (“One doesn’t attempt 
suicide twice”), she admits patheti-
cally, “I was going to say, out of 
habit, ‘See you soon’. Please hang 
up quickly.”

Still murmuring “goodbye," she 
replaces the receiver, opens the 
large window, and stands poised as 
the lights go out. The audience sat 
in silent shock for a few minutes, 
and then exploded in a long ova-
tion for a woman who had carried 
everyone so completely into her 
psyche, a rare tour de force from a 
world-class performer with incred-
ible stamina. Also taking bows was 
Layna Chianakis (LVO’s superb 
“Carmen”), directing a role she 
herself had sung.

The second opera needed little 
introduction. “I Pagliacci” is an 
overwhelmingly popular work, 
with its lush romantic melodies, 
well-known characters, and the 
realistic tragedy of a man who 
discovers his beloved wife is 
unfaithful. It’s a story as familiar 
as the latest headlines in our daily 
papers.

But when it was written, such 
gritty realism (called “verisimo”) 
was uncommon in opera. To help 
the audience understand this new 
genre, (and to give the baritone a 
stunning aria), Leoncavallo com-
posed the famous Prologue. Tonio, 
a traveling commedia player, steps 
forward and addresses everyone.

Instead of the usual reassur-
ances that actors only pretend 

to suffer, he insists that they are 
“humans of flesh and blood,” like 
ourselves, and their tears and cries 
of pain are real, taken from the 
fabric of life itself. The author, he 
relates, began with an old memory, 
so painful that he wept while writ-
ing, with “his sobs beating out the 
tempo”. (This claim, supposedly 
based on a murder case his own 
father had judged, actually helped 
Leoncavallo fend off legal charges 
of plot plagiarism.)

Whatever the truth of its origin, 
the story dramatically incorporates 
an exciting combination of jeal-
ousy, lust, love, rage, and murder 
– the usual ingredients of Italian 
opera – along with its beautiful 
musical score.

Jouvanca Jean-Baptiste as Ned-
da, the unfaithful wife, evoked 
sympathy as a young woman 
married to Canio, a “brutal” older 
man she cannot love, and tempted 
by Silvio to follow her heart and 
elope with him. Her gorgeous soar-
ing aria to a flock of birds reveals 
her longing for freedom from a 
sordid life.

Alexander Boyer as Canio, the 
betrayed spouse, looked and sang 
like a young Caruso, especially in 
his famous “Vesti la Giubba” (“Put 
on your costume”) aria, describing 
his terrible pain at having to make 
the crowd laugh while his own 
heart is breaking.

As he struggles to control him-
self and finish the play, Tonio, who 

has been rejected by Nedda, uses 
sarcasm to goad his boss into a 
fury. Jason Detwiler was a superb 
acting singer with a rich resonant 
baritone. Krassen Karagiozov 
played a sturdy and passionate 
Silvio, while tenor Michael Dailey 
sang the helpful clown Beppe.

The finale focuses on Canio, 
who throws off his clown hat 
and declares, “No, I’m no longer 
Pagliaccio! I’m the poor fool who 
raised you, starving, from the gut-
ter, who expected, if not love, at 
least gratitude, kindness, mercy.

Tension rises as the onstage au-
dience (including Silvio) realizes 
that Canio is no longer acting, and 
that Nedda is in real danger. In wild 
fury, Canio stabs her and Silvio to 
death, brokenly announcing, “The 
comedy is finished.”

A full house cheered the trium-
phant cast, stage director Cynthia 
Stokes, and energetic conduc-
tor Bryan Nies. The double bill 
touched many hearts with truthful 
depictions of love and betrayal, 
and the tragic results.

The production continues 
through November 27 in the lav-
ishly restored “Hollywood Moor-
ish” California Theater, 345 South 
First Street in downtown San Jose´. 
For tickets call 408-437-4450, or 
visit www.operasj.org. Arrive 1-½ 
hours early for the Bay Area’s best 
pre-curtain talk, and the magical 
music of the lobby’s rare “Mighty 
Wurlitzer” organ.

by Sarah Bobson
There’s a scene in Guess Who’s 

Coming to Dinner that makes me 
nostalgic for the 60s.

In the 1967 film, Spencer Tracy 
as Matt Drayton, a highly regarded 
San Francisco newspaper man, 
drives his wife, Christina, an art 
gallery owner, played by Katharine 
Hepburn, to a drive-in soda foun-
tain to get a particular flavor of ice 
cream he remembers fondly from 
years past. The parking lot is stud-
ded with Volkswagen beetles, pick-
up trucks, and teenagers sitting 
atop T-bird convertibles listening 
to loud jukebox music. A young 
gum-chewing waitress holding a 
small horizontal tray atop her palm 
strolls over to his car and asks what 
he would like to order. He says, 
“When I had ice cream before, I 
had a special flavor I liked very 
much, but I can’t remember what it 
was.” She rattles off some flavors: 
Daiquiri Ice, Honeycomb Candy, 
Coco Coconut, Jamocha Almond 
Fudge, Mocha Mocha Peanut 
Butter and Jelly, and Cinnamon 
Banana Mint. He recognizes none 
of them. He’s ready to leave when 
she says, “Fresh Oregon Boysen-
berry Sherbert.” That’s it! That’s 
the name that rings with familiar-
ity, so he orders a dish, but when he 
tastes it, he scrunches his face and 

puckers his lips in disappointment 
and says, “This is not the stuff. I 
never had this before.” 

I understand that disappoint-
ment. Like Matt Drayton, I too 
long for a taste from the past. For 
me, it’s the taste of that perfect hot 
fudge sundae I used to get after 
attending a high school football 
game. 

In the crispy fall air in Miami, 
Florida, my friends and I would 
sit on backless bleachers high up 
in the back of the Orange Bowl 
and scream our guts out, cheering 
our team to victory. Afterward, 
we would pack into cars and head 
over to the ice cream emporium. 
Some of us would order banana 
splits, but for me there was only 
one choice. Sitting on a stool at the 
counter, I would watch the waitress 
drop three scoops of vanilla ice 
cream into a tulip-shaped dish. 
Next would come the part I was 
waiting for: She would top the ice 
cream with a thick blanket of hot, 
rich fudge. She’d bring the delight 

over and push it in front of me. 
The fudge would still be steaming. 
Steaming! That first bite into the 
contrasting textures and tempera-
tures would send me into a state 
of near-nirvana. Today’s version 
just doesn’t cut it. The ice cream 
isn’t nearly as smooth and rich, and 
what is labeled as hot fudge tastes 
more like cold chocolate syrup. 
I’ve checked with my brother and 
he corroborates my findings (no 
wonder we’re related). I think ice 
cream parlors ought to come clean 
and call it like it is: just rename the 
damn dish Cold Chocolate Syrup 
over Vanilla Ice Sundae.

One reason Matt Drayton longs 
for a certain flavor of ice cream is 
that he wants to freeze time. His 
life is changing, but in far more 
serious ways than just ice cream 
flavors. Matt’s daughter, Joanna, 
nicknamed Joey and played by 
Katharine Houghton, Hepburn’s 
real-life niece, has brought home 
the man she intends to marry, Dr. 
John Prentice. Sidney Poitier plays 

the brilliant physician who is, of 
course, black. This landmark film, 
produced and directed by Stanley 
Kramer, was groundbreaking in its 
treatment of interracial marriage. 

The sparks begin to fly when 
Matt and Christina must confront 
the liberal ideals they instilled in 
their daughter as she was grow-
ing up. The ideals by which they 
profess to live are further put to 
the test when Joey invites not only 
her intended, but also his parents, 
to dinner. 

When I first saw the film shortly 
after its release (I’ve seen it many 
times since), it made me feel 
uncomfortable. Intellectually, I 
delighted in its message, that skin 
color shouldn’t matter, and that a 
person’s character and talent are 
what counts, or should. But this 
was, after all, only three years after 
enactment of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. Seventeen southern states 
still made miscegenation, sexual 
relations between a Negro and a 
white, illegal. So, while I gave 

lip service at the time to being a 
liberal, and I would have given my 
prized collection of Elvis Presley 
records (well, maybe not the whole 
collection), to have the opportunity 
to hug and kiss Mr. Poitier, on 
the inside, where vestiges of my 
conservative, southern upbringing 
still resided, I felt uncomfortable 
seeing a black man and a white 
woman embracing and kissing on 
the screen. 

I felt even more uncomfortable 
seeing a black man and a white 
woman married to each other in 
real life. Martin and Sally (not 
their real names) were friends of 
good friends of mine. We hung out 
socially, and in time they became 
my friends too. Martin, tall and 
slim but not skinny, had the finely 
sculpted features one would imag-
ine of an Ethiopian prince. He was 
the blackest person I had ever seen. 
A statue carved out of ebony. Sally, 
on the other hand, also tall and 
slim, had the very white, creamy 
complexion of a porcelain doll. 
Martin was from the north and 
Sally was from deep in the heart of 
Dixie. When they married, Sally’s 
parents disowned her.

The couple chose to live in 
Manhattan because they felt the 
metropolitan area’s melting pot of 

Opera San Jose’s Dramatic double bill

Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner

(continued on page 6)
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Cantabella Children’s Chorus will perform its Winter Concerts, 
A Ceremony of Carols, on Saturday, December 10, 2011, at the First 
Presbyterian Church, Livermore. 

For twenty years, the staff of Cantabella Children’s Chorus, led by 
founding and current director Bee Chow, has been teaching vocal pro-
duction and choral artistry to young people aged kindergarten through 
high school in Livermore and Pleasanton, and now Dublin. More than 
two hundred young people rehearse weekly in three training choirs and 
three performing choirs: Cantabella Children’s Choir, Chamber Choir, 
and the one-year-old Honors Choir.

The title of the concerts refers to Benjamin Britten’s choral work. It 
will be performed in its entirety at the 2:00 p.m. concert, and in part at the 
4:15 p.m. concert. Benjamin Britten had left his homeland, England, in 
1939 and achieved major successes during his three-year stay in America. 
He determined to return to England and made a dangerous five-week 
North Atlantic crossing in March and April, 1942. It was during this time 
at sea that Britten used medieval and 16th century poetry for the text, 
and ancient melodies for the music, and composed nine choral “move-
ments” accompanied by harp which illuminate events surrounding the 
Holy Birth. An additional movement, which occurs at the midpoint of 
the composition, is a hauntingly sublime harp solo. Renowned bay area 
virtuoso harpist Dan Levitan will perform with Cantabella. 

In addition to the Britten work, Director Bee has programmed a mix 
of classical, traditional and contemporary pieces from around the world. 

Dublin will host a  traditional 
Holiday Winter Market complete 
with crafts, holiday goodies, en-
tertainment and hot soups on 
Saturday, December 3, 2:00-7:00 
p.m. at the Dublin Heritage Park 
& Museums, 6600 Donlon Way, 
Dublin.  

The Festivities begin at 2pm 
when ‘Old St. Nick’ arrives by 
‘Jingle Bell Wagon’ and vintage 
tractor.  

Visitors can create fragrant 
ornaments from spices, fruit, 
pinecones and popcorn that they 
can use to dress up their own 
homes or give as gifts.  Children 
can visit with St. Nick and families 
may take holiday photos with St. 
Nick.  

Peek into the windows of the 
Kolb House to view a ‘German-
American Christmas Morning 
1942.”  Make ornaments of bird-
seed and peanut butter for special 
tree for the park’s wildlife.  

At 3:30 pm there will be a 
very special performance by The 
Merrie Old Christmas Carolers.  
The carolers, dressed in Victorian 
costume, will perform traditional 
carols, accompanied by the sounds 
of sleigh bells, finger cymbals, 
tambourines and kazoos.  

Visitors may stroll the grounds 
and shop for unique handcrafted 
items including, decorations, toys, 
soaps and more.  Guests are invited 
to enjoy dinner or warm-up with 
soup, pretzels, mulled wine, hot 
cider and streusels that will be 
available for purchase.

The event will close with a 
candlelight gathering around the 
Wildlife Tree.  A $5 wristband 
covers all activities and helps 
support the Dublin Heritage Park 
& Museums.  

 

Victorine Valley Farms will be releasing its 2011 Estate Olio Nuovo 
on Thanksgiving weekend. Rather than going through the usual resting 
period this oil is bottled immediately after pressing and is the freshest 
and healthiest olive oil available. It has a wonderful green fragrance and 
color along with a beautiful olive flavor and strong peppery finish. 

Victorine Valley Farms is a small family-run farm located between 
Livermore and Danville, California. They produce a Tuscan Blend 
extra virgin olive oil that includes, Leccino Frantoio, Pendolino and 
Maurino olive varieties.

The 2011 Estate Olio Nuovo can be found at the Danville or San 
Ramon farmers’ markets on Saturdays, the Livermore farmers’ market 
on Sunday, or at the tasting room at 21 So Livermore Ave, at Blacksmith 
Square, Livermore or online at www.victorinevalley.com.

The choirs will be accompanied by piano and other chamber musicians. 
These include A Song for Hanukah, Laudamus Te from Vivaldi’s Gloria, 
familiar carols from German, Ukrainian and Caribbean Island traditions, 
and a rendition of Deck the Halls in a contemporary rhythm. At the 4:15 
concert Cantabella’s youngest choristers will also perform pieces from 
Russian, French, Israeli and American traditions. There will be a “sing-
along” at both concerts.

The community is invited to “hear the joy” in all the music at the 
Cantabella Children’s Chorus Winter Concerts, Saturday, December 10, 
at First Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth Street, Livermore. The 2:00 
concert will feature the performing choirs. The 4:15 concert will feature 
the performing choirs and the training choirs. Tickets in advance online at 
Cantabella.org: adults $12, children 10 and under $8. At the door: adults 
$15, children 10 and under $10. More information: 925-292-2663.

diverse races and ethnicities would 
allow them to live together rela-
tively unnoticed. When we would 
go out to dinner or to a movie, 
however, I couldn’t help but notice 
that eyes, judgmental or just curi-
ous, would look askance. In the 
beginning, I was overly sensitive 
to those stares, but after a while I 
didn’t even notice them.

One day, Martin proudly an-
nounced that Sally was pregnant. In 
my head, I could hear the “tsk-tsk-
tsk” responses I knew my relatives 
and neighbors back home in Miami 
would surely make if they heard 
such news. I wanted to discuss 

the difficulties Martin and Sally 
would face having a biracial child 
with my friends. I didn’t bring it 
up, fearing, I suppose, that I would 
appear politically incorrect. Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner brought 
up the issue for me. 

Spencer Tracy as Matt Drayton 
looked old but very wise, deep 
lines carved into his face by the 
years he has lived and learned a 
thing or two. Tracy/Drayton be-
came the sage, the father figure 
who provided the characters and 
me with the advice we all needed. 
After a day of soul searching, and 
before going to dinner that eve-
ning, Drayton admits to the two 

families that the young couple will 
have problems as they go through 
life, but that he will not stand in 
the way of their marriage. In the 
end, he says, they must follow 
their hearts, implying that hearts 
are wiser than heads. 

Tracy died 17 days before the 
film finished shooting, and six 
months before the film’s release. I 
mourned his passing, not only be-
cause he was one of Hollywood’s 
greats, but also because he served, 
especially in this film, as my men-
tor, my wise elder, my tour guide 
through the labyrinth of life that 
had an unusually large number of 
twists and turns during the 60s. 

YESTERDAY
(continued from page 5)

Holiday 
Winter 

Market in 
Dublin

Victorine to Release 
2011 Estate Olio Nuovo

Cantabella Presents 
A Britten Masterpiece

Harpist Dan Levitan (above) will perform with Cantabella.  The photo at 
right was taken during the 2010 winter concert, Rob Lappa conducting.
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Author Michael David Lukas 
will discuss his novel The Oracle 
of Stamboul at 2pm on Sunday, De-
cember 4, 2011 at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center, 1188 
S. Livermore Avenue. 

There is no charge for this 
event. Books will be available for 
purchase and signing.

In his debut novel The Oracle 
of Stamboul, Michael David Lukas 
paints an atmospheric portrait of 
the mighty Ottoman Empire in its 
twilight, as seen through the per-
ceptive eyes of a remarkable young 
girl. Only eight when she arrives 
in the bustling city at the center of 
the empire, Eleonora Cohen is a 
savant whose keen understanding 
of circumstances well beyond her 
years will place her in a vortex 
of political intrigue. When her 
preternatural abilities are brought 
to the attention of the Sultan, and 
she becomes the confidante to this 
most powerful of men, Eleonora 
discovers she may hold the key to 
changing the course of history.

Kirkus Reviews calls The Oracle 
of Stamboul, “A lyrical debut….A 

What do Great Horned Owls, almond blossoms and a Hobbit Tree have in 
common? They’re all part of the unique beauty of Sycamore Grove Park and 
are showcased in the park’s 2012 calendar. Created by the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District ranger staff, 2012 marks the fourth year of pro-
duction for the Sycamore Grove calendar. All photos were taken by LARPD 
Park Rangers Glen Florey and Amy Wolitzer in the 774-acre open space park. 
In addition to park photos taken throughout the seasons with information on 
park animal and plant life, the calendar keeps the public up-to-date on park 
closing times during the year. Calendars are available now.   Proceeds from 
calendar sales will help benefit open space programs and facilities. Calendars 
are $10 each or $6 when purchased with an annual Sycamore Grove parking 
pass. Calendars can be purchased at the Robert Livermore Community Center, 
4444 East Ave., or by mail or phone at 925-373-5700 with a $3 shipping fee for 
up to five calendars mailed anywhere in the United States. Order forms as well 
as a calendar preview can be found online at www.larpd.dst.ca.us.
 

passionate novel that beautifully 
conveys the flavor of Turkish cul-
ture.” “An enchanting, gorgeous 
read,” says Siobhan Fallon, author 
of You Known When the Men are 
Gone. “Lukas captures the scents 
and sound, the vivid beauty, the 
subtle intrigue, and simultaneous 
naivete, of the Ottoman Empire 
unaware of its imminent demise.” 

A compelling story, elegantly told, 
The Oracle of Stamboul introduces 
a gifted writer with a wholly origi-
nal vision and voice.

Michael David Lukas has been 
a Fulbright Scholar in Turkey, a 
late-shift proof reader in Tel Aviv, 
and a Rotary Scholar in Tunisia. A 
graduate of Brown University and 
the University of Maryland, his 
writing has been published in VQR 
(Virginia Quarterly Review), Slate, 
National Geographic Traveler, and 
Georgia Review. He has received 
scholarships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Bread 
Loaf Writers’ Conference, Squaw 
Valley Community of Writers, and 
the Elizabeth George Foundation. 
He currently lives in Oakland, 
California, less than a mile from 
where he was born. When he isn’t 
writing, he teaches creative writing 
to third and fourth graders.

The Friends of the Livermore 
Library have underwritten this pro-
gram as part of the Friends Authors 
and Arts Series. For additional 
events, check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.net.

 

After the bell had rung, the 
custom in earlier days was for 
students to line up in the school 
yard and walk to their classroom 
with their teacher. “I can see her 
yet, when we got in line, stand-
ing with her long pointer. I didn’t 
ever get hit with it, but I always 
sort of half expected to,” Leona 
Johnson McGlinchey remem-
bered of Miss Emma C. Smith. 
“She would be sure the line was 
perfectly symmetrical.” Young 
voices piping the words “Good 
morning, Miss Smith” started the 
class day of kindergarten children 
from 1877 to 1919 in Livermore. 
Miss Smith, a tiny energetic 
lady, was the teacher of what 
was then called the “receiving 
grade.” After her death in 1939, 
Maitland Henry wrote an edito-
rial that praised her efforts: “For 
all those youngsters Miss Smith 
held that unique distinction, she 
was their first teacher. She was 
the first person they knew out of 
their own homes as a guide and 
leader. The impression she made 
on them is still vivid for, as with 
all successful teachers, she had a 
personality and lovable traits.” 

Miss Smith’s parents, Henry 
C. Smith and Mary Harlan, came 
across the plains to California 
with different parties in 1846.
They married in 1847 and lived 
in a cabin in what is now Oak-
land; Henry was cutting redwood 
lumber to the east of the area. 
After a brief spell in Coloma 
after the discovery of gold, the 
Smiths moved to Mission San 
Jose, where Emma Caroline 
Smith was born on 8 February 

1850. Henry and his brother, 
Napoleon, became partners in a 
mercantile business. According to 
Emma’s mother, the business was 
very successful; “many days the 
receipts would be from $1,000 
to $1,500.” Henry C. Smith was 
appointed alcalde (mayor) of 
Mission San Jose by the military 
governor of California. Smith 
could speak Spanish fluently. 
Many Hispanic citizens came to 
him for help in this confusing 
time of a new American state cre-
ated from a Mexican land. Smith 
purchased 800 acres and laid out 
the town of Alvarado. 

Smith was elected to the Cali-
fornia legislature in 1852 from 
Santa Clara County. He is some-
times referred to as the “father 
of Alameda County” because he 
drafted the bill to create Alameda 
County from portions of Santa 
Clara County and Contra Costa 
County. He also had Alvarado 
named the new Alameda County 
seat. Later, despite Henry’s ef-
forts to promote Alvarado, the 
county seat was changed to San 
Leandro and then to Oakland. 

In 1853 the family moved to 
Alvarado. Henry continued in 
the mercantile business there 
and later began farming. In 1867 
the Smith family bought 160 
acres and built a home on the 
old Altamont Road near Liver-
more. They lived here, with their 
sons, Frank and Charles, farm-
ing and stock-raising for about 
eight years. Henry was elected 
the Murray Township Justice of 
the Peace in October 1871 and 
continued in that role until he 
died at Livermore in 1875. He 
was buried in Oak Knoll Cem-
etery. His widow, Mary, moved 
into Livermore with Emma and 
bought property on L Street that 
is now under the footprint of the 
modern First Presbyterian Church 
built in 1965.

 Emma attended the Livermore 
College, a private high school in 
Livermore. After graduation, she 
studied at the San Jose Normal 
School (state teachers’ college). 
Her first teaching assignment 
was May School in 1870. She 
taught for one year at Tassajara 
School and moved to Deer Valley 

School in Contra Costa County 
and then to schools in Stan-
islaus County; she came back to 
work at Livermore in 1877. The 
Livermore Public School was 
a two-story wooden building at 
the site of Fifth Street School 
(now the Del Valle Continuation 
School). Emma joined the First 
Presbyterian Church in 1881 and 
was an active member. For thirty-
five years she was secretary and 
treasurer of the Sunday School. 
She also served as President of 
the Women’s Guild; her niece 
wrote that she “was ever ready 
to direct an entertainment at the 
church bazaar when funds were 
low.” Emma never married and 
lived with her mother, known as 
“Aunt Mary” to the community, 
in their small cottage at 462 South 
L Street.

When Emma was 57 years old, 
her friends gave her a wedding 
shower that was unusual, since 
she was still single, in spite of the 
many offers of marriage she had, 
according to the Herald, “de-
clined in her gentle, kindly man-
ner that has left her suitors still 

devoted if hopeless admirers.” 
About 60 of her friends descend-
ed on the L Street cottage with 
gifts for the “sprightly little lady 
who would not be a bride.” In 
June 1919 at age 70, Miss Smith 
retired from teaching. Her fellow 
teachers gave a surprise luncheon 
in her honor and presented her 
with a gold and amethyst brooch. 
She moved with her mother to 
Oakland, where they lived qui-
etly until Aunt Mary’s death in 
November 1922.

In the summer of 1924 Emma 
traveled with friends on a Euro-
pean tour. Five years later she 
traveled to Alaska. One of her 
greatest thrills was crossing San 
Francisco Bay on the Bay Bridge 
on 19 February 1937, three 
months after it opened. She noted 
in her diary, “The bridge was like 
a dream, beautiful beyond words. 
I was so thrilled it brought tears 
to my eyes, to think I had lived to 
see such a wonderful feat of en-
gineering.” Even while living in 
Oakland, she kept in close touch 
with Livermore. Every summer 
she organized a picnic at Moss-
wood Park in Oakland that was 
open to all residents, past and 
present, of Livermore. In 1937 
over 125 people attended. Her 
niece described her: “She was 
a keen observer and a wonder-
ful storyteller, with a delightful 
sense of humor.” She died at 
Alta Bates Hospital on 27 March 
1939. The Livermore School Dis-
trict named an elementary school 
in her honor.

(You can reach me at  
am50homan@yahoo.com.)

“Good Morning, Miss Smith”

Author to Discuss Book at Livermore Library 
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The Livermore Art Association 
(LAA) Gallery invites the public 
to its annual holiday reception 
on Sat., Dec. 3 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Meet the Gallery artists, enjoy 
tasty desserts, and browse 
the collection of handmade 
gifts such as jewelry, pottery, 
accessories, and paintings. 
The Gallery is a co-op run 
by the artists themselves. 
It is located, along with the 
Livermore Heritage Guild, in 
the historic Carnegie Building 
at 2155 Third Street, Livermore. 
The public is always welcome 
to visit. Admission is free. 
Hours are 11:30-4:00 Wed.-
Sun. For more information call 
the Gallery at 925-449-9927. 
Pictured is a snowflake from 
Christine McCall's Kaleidoscope 
collection.
 

T h e  R o b e r t  L i v e r m o r e 
Community Center, 4444 East 
Avenue, is hosting an art exhibit 
by Livermore Art Association 
(LAA) Gallery artists, the month 
of December. Located on first 
floor, the show includes a 
colorful variety of drawings, 
paintings and photographs. The 
LAA Gallery is an art co-op run 
by the local artists themselves. 
The community center is open 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, and 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday. Pictured 
are artworks in the show, 
"Reflections" by Julie Wright 
and "New Mexico Adobe Wall" 
by Lenore Kreit.

ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, lo-

cated in the Carnegie Building, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

Firehouse Arts Center’s Harrington 
Gallery, 2010 traveling exhibit of the 
National Watercolor Society October 
26-December 10, 2011. 4444 Railroad 
Avenue in downtown Pleasanton. Ad-
mission is $5. A companion exhibit, 
“Five Palettes," features works by five 

California Watercolor Association artists. 
Harrington Gallery hours are Wednesday-
Friday 12:00 noon-5:00 p.m., Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., for one hour prior to 
each Firehouse Arts Center performance. 
Call (925) 931-4849 for more information 
or visit the Firehouse Arts Center website, 
www.firehousearts.org.

Charlotte Severin, watercolors painted 
from life en plein air and still-life dis-
played the Wente Vineyards Estate Winery 
Nov. 1 to 30. 5565 Tesla Road, Livermore. 
The public is invited to attend. There is 
no admission charge.

Livermore Art Association (LAA) Gal-
lery exhibiting Angela Johal's colorful 
collages during the month of November. 
Johal’s latest work draws from pop cul-
ture, consumerism and the sea of images 
and choices that tend to leave one void. 
The LAA Gallery, is open 11:30-4:00 
Wed-Sun, and is located in the historic 
Carnegie Building at 2155 3rd St. Liver-
more. For more info call the Gallery 
925-449-9927.

Collage Collection, Livermore Art Asso-
ciation exhibit, Dec. 1 to 30, Livermore 
Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave., Liver-
more. Open for viewing during regular 
library hours.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
'Tis the Season to SING!, ages 7 to 11 

invited to join ABC Music Store & 
Academy's Holiday Choir. Wednesdays, 
November 30th - December 21st 7 p.m. 
(45 minutes). Caroling performance on 
December 21st at 7:45 in front of ABC 
Music. Fee of $60 (includes all materi-
als). For more information and to sign 

up, please contact the instructor Kim 
Luty lutytunes@Gmail.com, or call ABC 
Music Store at 925-443-1244.

Everything Poetry (in two parts), Second 
Saturday Soup-workshops 2nd Saturday 
of every month, 10am-12noon Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton; Third Tuesday Trope- po-
etry critiques 3rd Tuesday of every 
month, 7pm-9pm Towne Center Books, 
555 Main Street, Pleasanton. Contact 
Cynthia Bryant at PleasantonPoetry@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring their 
own materials and easels. Open to all art-
ists. Professional artist models (nude). No 
instructor. Students under 18 need written 
parental permission to attend. Cost $20 
per session. At the Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or email 
Barbara Stanton for more info about the 
workshop, 925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Art in Public Places, join a local group 
of artists and paint on selected Friday 
mornings around town. ACC/Art Cri-
tique & Coffee invites artists to express 
themselves in watercolor, acrylic, oil 
For more details check out the website 
for Poetry On Canvas Pleasanton or 
contact Claudette at PoetryOnCanvas@
Mac.Com ~ ACC Meets each Friday at 
various locations. 

Tuesday Afternoon Art Classes for 
Grades K - 5 in Livermore, includes 
introduction to history of art. Tuesdays, 
3:30-4:30/5 p.m. Some materials included 
in fee. Ongoing. thomasin_d@hotmail.
com ; (925) 216-7231; http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com

Art Classes for teens and adults, Liver-
more Saturdays 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 
Mondays 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Some materials 
included. Please email instructor a materi-
als list to purchase supplies. Watercolor, 
oil paints, charcoal, pastel, colored pen-
cil, collage, printmaking. Classes also 
introduce the History of Art to students. 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com ; (925) 216-
7231; http://childrensartclassesprojects.
blogspot.com.

LARPD Friday morning Art Classes for 
Homeschoolers 4 – 10 years, Livermore, 
Fridays 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Some materi-
als included. Please email instructor for 
a materials list to purchase supplies. 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com ; (925) 216-
7231; http://childrensartclassesprojects.
blogspot.com/.

Girls Night Out Classes, Make family 
memories by attending a class together. 
Painting, jewelry making & paper art 
are now available to experience locally. 
Classes led by artist Claudette McDermott 
. For more information e-mail or call to 
sign up for classes 510 543-4776 Poetry-
OnCanvas@Mac.Com ~ Individual and 
group classes available. 

Holiday Themed Classes, choice of 
Pumpkin-Santa-Trees-Snowman-Angel, 
choose from Stained Glass, Mosaic Tiles 
or Fused Glass methods. Class is 3 hours. 
$60-75. Thurs. 11-2p, Fri. 5-8p, Sat. 2-5p, 
Sun. 12-3p. Art Glass Studio, 174 South 
L St., Livermore. For more information 
contact Roberta Jones at: 925-447-1962 
www.artglassstudio.weebly.com

Beginning Stained Glass, start and finish 
a small stained glass window (14” x 14”) 
using cutting and manufacturing skills. 
Learn how to use basic glass tools. Limited 
to 8 students. Additional studio hours are 
available at a daily, weekly or monthly 
rate. Tools and supplies are $174. Does not 
include glass. 5 week class, 2.5 hours each. 
Wed. 10-7p, Thurs.-Sat. 10-9p, Sun 10-4p. 
Classes are ongoing. Art Glass Studio, 174 
South L St., Livermore. For more informa-
tion contact Roberta Jones at: 925-447-
1962 www.artglassstudio.weebly.com 

WINERY EVENTS
Holiday Preview, Murrieta's Well, 3005 

Mines Rd., Livermore. Friday through 
Sunday, November 25-27, 2011, 11 am 
to 4:30 pm. New holiday merchandise, 
holiday favorites, and gifts for friends 
and family.

Thomas Coyne Winery, 51 East Vallecitos 
Rd., Livermore. Fall open house Nov. 25, 
26 and 27 from noon to 5 p.m. each day. 
Release of five new wines. A selection 
of fine fruits and cheeses will be served. 
925.373.6541, http://thomascoynewin-
ery.com. New wines are 2010 Viognier, 
California; 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Livermore Valley; 2006 Petite Sirah, El 
Dorado; 2009 Petite Sirah, Livermore 
Valley, Late Harvest; and 2009 Barbera, 
Livermore Valley.

Fenestra Winery, Prelude to Christmas, 
Nov. 25, 26 and 27, noon to 5 p.m. Win-
ery decorated for the holidays; wine and 
food tasting. $10 charge. 83 Vallecitos 
Rd., Livermore. www.fenestrawinery.
com, 447-5246.

Wood Family Vineyards will be pouring 
wine Thurs., Dec. 1 from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
the First Street Wine Co. in downtown 
Livermore (near the flagpole). Sneak 
preview of the 2008 Syrah, Madden 
Ranch. $5 tasting fee. 

"No More Turkey!  Eagle Ridge Vineyard 
this Friday, Nov. 25 from 12:00 - 4:30 
sample the food-wine pairing of Taco 
Soup & Cabernet. 10017 Tesla Rd., 
Livermore. Also, open Sat. & Sun. 12:00 
- 4:30. 10017 Tesla Road,  Livermore, 
(925) 447-4328

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Music every Saturday in the tasting room 

from 12 to 4; open every day if the gate 
is open and for sure on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays 11 to 5. Red Feather 
Winery, 5700 Greenville Rd., Livermore. 
Information at 449-1871 or www.red-
featherwinery.com

Tri-Valley Medieval & Renaissance 
Collegium playing session for amateur 
musicians, Peter Maund, director. Mon-
days 7:30–9:30 p.m. 7600 Dublin Blvd., 
suite 370, Dublin. $25. Information colle-
gium2011@gmail.com or 925-424-1209 
or 925-984-4395

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 p.m. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

St. Michael's Parish is hosting an Ecu-
menical Lessons and Carols on Monday, 
November 28 at 7:00pm. The Lessons 
and Carols will include participants from 
Asbury Methodist Church, as well as St. 
Bartholomew's Church. Admission is 
free. Those attending are asked to bring 
a nonperishable food item to be donated 
to Interfaith Food Bank and St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Bank. St. Michael Parish 
is located at 458 Maple St., Livermore. 
447-1585.

Music Department Recital, Las Positas 
College, Wed., Nov. 30, 12:30 p.m. Mertes 
Center for the Performing Arts, on the 
Las Positas Campus, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. Ticket prices are $12 
general admission and $8 for students 
& seniors. www.brownpapertickets.com 
with the venue of Las Positas College, or 
call 1-800-838-3006. 

A Charlie Brown Christmas with David 
Benoit, jazz, Nov. 30, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC 
Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Asbury Christmas Concert – Asbury 
United Methodist Church will hold its 
15th Annual Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. 
on Sunday Dec. 4, 2011 in its Sanctuary 
at 4743 East Ave. in Livermore. All of 
Asbury’s vocal choirs, the Asbury Band, 
First Watch, and the Asbury Ringers bell 
choir will be performing. Asbury’s pipe 
organ will also be part of the evening’s 

musical offerings. The concert is open 
to the public. A free will offering can be 
made at the door. There will be a punch 
and cookie reception immediately follow-
ing in the new Fellowship Hall. For more 
information call Jean Braun at 449-4168, 
the church office at 447-1950 or e-mail: 
JoanneP@asburylive.org

Pacific Chamber Symphony, Handel's 
Messiah, Fri., Dec. 2, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Livermore Amador Symphony, concert 
Sat., Dec. 3, 8 p.m. works by Beethoven, 
Wagner and Sibelius performed with the 
Pacific Masterworks Chorus. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Pleasanton Community Concert Band, 
holiday concert Sun., Dec. 4, 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org. 
No admission charge.

Advent and Christmas music, "Joy to the 
World," at 4:00 pm on Sunday, December 
4, Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 1385 
South Livermore Avenue, Livermore. The 
choirs, handbell groups, instrumentalists 
and contemporary ensemble will perform 
sacred music that includes traditional 
carols, a bit of jazz, and contemporary 
Christian music. The audience will also 
be invited to sing along on several carols. 
The concert is free. Offering for assistance 
to victims of the recent earthquake in 
Turkey. The concert will be followed by 
a reception with samples of Christmas 
treats from around the world. 

Asbury Christmas Concert – Asbury 
United Methodist Church will hold its 
15th Annual Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. 
on Sunday Dec. 4, 2011 in its Sanctuary 
at 4743 East Ave. in Livermore. All of 
Asbury’s vocal choirs, the Asbury Band, 
and the Asbury Ringers bell choir will be 
performing. Asbury’s pipe organ will also 
be part of the evening’s musical offerings. 
The concert is open to the public. A free 
will offering can be made at the door. 
There will be a punch and cookie recep-
tion immediately following in the new 
Fellowship Hall. For more information 
call Jean Braun at 449-4168, the church 
office at 447-1950 or e-mail JoanneP@
asburylive.org

Don Edwards, country and western, Dec. 
6, 7:30 p.m. LVPAC Presents, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Holiday Concert, Fri., Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
at St. Michael Parish, 458 Maple St., 
Livermore. Golden Gate Boys Choir 
and Bell Ringers, and the Amici Brass 
Quintet, as well as St. Michael's Music 
Ministry. All proceeds from this concert 
will go toward the Monsignor Adams 
Memorial Pipe Organ. Ticket dona-
tions are $15 adults, $5 children 12 and 
under, $10 seniors/students, and $35 for 
family (immediate family). For tickets, 
please contact Barbara Pinto-Choate at 
musicministry33@yahoo.com or 447-
1585 ext 18.

Jeff Bordes and Friends Featuring Zakiya 
Hooker, Sat., Dec. 10, 8 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleas-
anton. www.firehousearts.org. 

Bay Bells Winter Concert, featuring over 
100 bells and chimes, Sun., Dec. 11, 3 
p.m. Dublin Senior Center, Adults $8, 
youth 12 and under $5, children 5 and 
under $3. 556-4500.

Stacey Kent, jazz, Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m. 
LVPAC Presents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800.

Jazz Night Concert - vocal and instrumen-
tal, Las Positas College, Fri., Dec. 16, 8 
p.m. Mertes Center for the Performing 
Arts, on the Las Positas Campus, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Ticket prices 
are $12 general admission and $8 for stu-
dents & seniors. www.brownpapertickets.
com with the venue of Las Positas College, 
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or call 1-800-838-3006. 
San Ramon Symphonic Band, Dec. 16, 

7 p.m. "Winter Wonderland," Dougherty 
Valley Performing Arts Center, 10550 
Albion Rd., San Ramon. www.sanramon.
ca.gov 

A Cash Country Christmas James Garner's 
Holiday Tribute to Johnny Cash, Sat., 
Dec. 17, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org. 

 A Chanticleer Christmas, Dec. 19, 7:30 
p.m. LVPAC Presents, Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

 Restless Heart Christmas, country and 
western, Dec. 23, 8 p.m. LVPAC Pres-
ents, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

New Year's Eve: Flash Cadillac, Dec. 
31, 8 p.m. LVPAC Presents, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

 
ON THE STAGE
Home For The Holidays- A Musical 

Review, Dec. 3-17, 7:30 p.m. Fri. and 
Sat., 2 p.m. Sat. and Sun. presented by 
San Ramon Community Theater & the 
San Ramon Arts Foundation. Front Row 
Theater, 17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San 
Ramon. www.sanramon.ca.gov 

Nuncrackers: The Nunsense Christmas 
Musical, Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
Studio Theatre presentation. Dec. 2, 3, 
4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17 and 18. www.trival-
leyrep.com.

Sleeping Beauty, Pleasanton Civic Arts 
Stage Company school concert series, 
Dec. 14-15, 9:30 and 11 a.m., Dec. 
2021, 9:30 a.m. Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. www.fire-
housearts.org.

Sleeping Beauty, Pleasanton Civic Arts, 
Dec. 9, 10, 11 and 17 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Dec. 10, 11, 17 and 18 at 2 p.m. Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org.

Rudolph the Ugly Duckling and other 
cracked-up Holiday Tales presented by 
Bay Area Children's Theater, Dec. 19-
22, 11 a.m., 2 and 4:30 p.m. Front Row 
Theater, 17011 Bollinger Canyon Rd., San 
Ramon. www.sanramon.ca.gov 

COMEDY
Holiday Shorts: a Long Winter's Tale, 

interactive holiday improv show led by 
Creatures of Impulse, Thurs., Dec. 1 and 
Fri., Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
www.firehousearts.org. Audience sugges-
tions will inspire holiday themed games, 
scenes, and audience interactions in the 
first act. The audience will then vote for 
which short scene Creatures of Impulse 
will make into an entire improvised “play” 
in the second act. Tickets: Students: $5.00 
advance/$8.00 door, General: $10.00 
advance, $15.00 at the door.

Big Fat Kiss Off XIX, Friday, December 30, 
2011, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

DANCE
Holiday Classics, Sun., Dec. 4, 1 and 5 p.m. 

Presented by Livermore School of Dance 
Jazz Division. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800.

Dance Concert, Las Positas College, Sat., 
Dec. 10, 8 p.m. Mertes Center for the Per-
forming Arts, on the Las Positas Campus, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Ticket 
prices are $12 general admission and $8 
for students & seniors. www.brownpaper-
tickets.com with the venue of Las Positas 
College, or call 1-800-838-3006. 

The Nutcracker, Valley Dance Theatre's 
annual production of this holiday classic 
performed in seven shows from Dec. 10-
18 at the Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 

St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Friday night from Salsa to 
Swing, includes a group dance lesson 
at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 8:15 dance 
lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance parties. It's 
All About Dancing, 171 So. J Street, 
Livermore. 925-449-9292, or studio@
itsallaboutdancing.com.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Audition Notice for The Mikado,  Role 

Players Ensemble: The Mikado (Gilbert 
and Sullivan; dir: Eric Fraisher Hayes). 
8M(20-80), 7F(20-80). Non-AEA. 
Stipend.  Prep 1-min song in the style 
of Gilbert and Sullivan and 1-min 
monologue. Audition date 12/5, 7-10pm. 
Rehs start 2/20. Perfs 4/13-5/5. Village 
Theatre, 233 Front Street, Danville. 
Appt/info: efhayes65@yahoo.com or 
(312) 286-9224.   

Auditions for the 31st annual Sunol 
Repertory Theatre Melodrama. Au-
ditions will be held in the Sunol Glen 
Cafeteria, 11601 Main St., Sunol. Sing-
ing tryout date is Tues., Dec. 6 at 7 p.m 
Please bring a music selection. Acting 
tryout date is Thurs., Dec. 8th at 7 p.m 
If selected rehearsal dates are Tues. & 
Thurs. 7-9 p.m. January through March. 
Performance dates are Fri. & Sat. 8 p.m. 
March 9-March 24. Information, contact 
Barbara Egbert, 862-0729.

MOVIES 
Classic films at the Pleasanton Library, 

Las Positas College and the Pleasanton 
Public Library present the series. Theme 
this year is ‘Three Great Directors." Ad-
mission is free. The series is hosted by 
Candace Klaschus, Professor of Media 
Studies at Las Positas College. Klaschus 
offers a brief talk about each film prior 
to the screening. The three great film 
directors featured in this year’s series are 
Howard Hawkes, John Ford and Alfred 
Hitchcock. Refreshments are served. A 
complete list of the ‘Three Great Direc-
tors” films is available at the Pleasanton 
Public Library. Movies will be shown 
the first Thursday of each month through 
June 7, 2012. No registration required. 
The library is located at 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, 
call Penny Johnson, 931-3405.

CHORAL
Valley Concert Chorale, holiday concerts 

featuring Harpist Dan Levitan. Selections 
will include carols from Jackson-Berkey's 
21st Century Carols, and Arma Lucis, 
Rathbone's An A Capella Christmas, 
Cecelia McDonall's Ave Maris Stella, 
Winter Wonderland and other light music. 
December 3, 2011-8 pm, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 1225 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton; 
and Sunday, December 4, 2011-3 pm, 
First Presbyterian Church, Corner of 4th 
and L Streets, Livermore. www.valley-
concertchorale.org

Choir Concert, Sun., Las Positas College, 
Dec. 4, 3 p.m. Mertes Center for the Per-
forming Arts, on the Las Positas Campus, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. Ticket 
prices are $12 general admission and $8 
for students & seniors. www.brownpaper-
tickets.com with the venue of Las Positas 
College, or call 1-800-838-3006.

Pacific Masterworks Chorus, fall concert, 
Dec. 7 at John Knox Presbyterian Church 
in Dublin; and program Dec. 16 at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
www.pacificmasterworkschorus.org/

Valley Concert Chorale, Annual Sing-It-
Yourself Messiah, Friday, December 9, 
2011-7:30 pm, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
1225 Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton: annual 
holiday event. Join friends and neighbors 
in singing Part I of Handel’s great choral 
masterpiece. www.valleyconcertchorale.
org

Pacific Masterworks Chorus Presents 

Christmas in the South West, Fri., Dec. 
16, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.fire-
housearts.org.

Cantabella Children’s Chorus Annual 
Winter Concerts, A Ceremony of Carols, 
Saturday, December 10, 2011, at 2:00 
P.M. featuring the performing choirs, 
and at 4:15 P.M. featuring the training 
choirs and the performing choirs. First 
Presbyterian Church, 2020 Fifth Street, 
Livermore. Children aged kindergarten 
through high school will perform choral 
music accompanied by chamber musi-
cians. The title of the concerts refers to 
Benjamin Britten’s choral work, which 
will be performed in its entirety at the 2:00 
concert, and in part at the 4:15 concert. 
Repertoire also includes pieces sung in 
French, Latin and Hebrew, and melodies 
from other international traditions. Audi-
ence participation. Tickets at the door: 
adults $15, children 10 and under $10; in 
advance on-line: adults $12, children 10 
and under $8, at Cantabella.org.

OPERA
Broadcast from the Met, Dublin Regal 

Hacienda Cinema. Satagraha, Dec. 7; 
Rodelinda, Dec. 3, Jan. 4; Faust, Dec. 
10 and Jan. 11; Enchanted Island, Jan. 
21; Gotterdammerung, Feb. 11; Ernani, 
Feb. 25 and March 14; Manon, April 7 
and 25; Turandot, April 14, May 2. First 
date is a morning showing, second date 
afternoon. Check for exact curtain time. 
560-0900.

Opera San José, double-bill, Leoncavallo’s 
emotional tour de force Pagliacci paired 
with Poulenc’s French monodrama La 
voix humaine. Eight performances are 
scheduled from November 12 through 27 
at the California Theatre, 345 South First 
Street in downtown San José. Tickets are 

on sale at the Opera San José Box Office, 
by phone at (408) 437-4450 or on-line at 
www.operasj.org. Pagliacci and La voix 
humaine are made possible, in part, by 
a Cultural Affairs Grant from the City 
of San José.

MISCELLANEOUS
M.o.M.’s Reading Time, ages 2 to 5 and 

families, Museum on Main monthly read-
ing program, 10 to 11 a.m. with theme 
related crafts immediately following. 
Admission is free. Donations are always 
appreciated. No Reservations required. 
Large groups or playgroups please call in 
advance: 925.462.2766 or email: educa-
tion@museumonmain.org. December 14: 
Snow Day- You never know where you’ll 
find snow! Join us for a cool morning 
of books and fun all about snow. 603 
Main Street, 

Political Issues Book Club meets the 4th 
Tuesday of each month, and reads books 
about issues and trends that are driving 
current affairs in both the national and 
international arenas.  Topics that have 
been covered include politics, governance, 
economics, military affairs, history, soci-
ology, science, the climate, and religion. 
Contact Rich at 872-7923, for further 
questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a mem-
ber-centered book group led by a small 
group of book club veterans, with reading 
selections based on member recommen-
dations and consensus. No homework 
required– share your insights or just listen 
in! Contact Susan at 337-1282 regarding 
the We’re Talkin’ Books! Club.

Holiday Market, Dublin Heritage Park & 
Museums, Donlon Way, Dec. 3, 2 to 7 
p.m. crafts, holiday goodies, entertain-
ment, hot soups and cider. 2:00 pm an 
Old Fashioned St. Nick arrives by jingle 

bell wagon pulled by a vintage tractor. 
Children can make gifts and ornaments 
in the 1870 Sunday School Barn. Live 
preformation by the Merrie Old Christ-
mas Carolers at 3:30. Stroll the grounds 
and shop for unique handcrafted items 
including, decorations, toys, soaps and 
more. www.ci.dublin.ca.us

Campus Speech Tournament, Las Positas 
College, Fri., Dec. 2, 1 to 5 p.m. Mertes 
Center for the Performing Arts, on the 
Las Positas Campus, 3000 Campus Hill 
Dr., Livermore. Ticket prices are $12 
general admission and $8 for students 
& seniors. www.brownpapertickets.com 
with the venue of Las Positas College, or 
call 1-800-838-3006. 

Holiday Sights & Sounds Parade and Tree 
Lighting, Dec. 3, begins at 6 p.m. in down-
town Livermore. Hosted by Livermore 
Downtown Inc. No admission charge. 
/www.livermoredowntown.com

Holidays in the Vineyards, Sat. and Sun., 
Dec. 3 and 4, noon to 5 p.m. at partici-
pating wineries. Presented by Livermore 
Valley Winegrowers Association. No 
admission charge. However, tasting fees 
may apply. Arts and crafts, holiday music, 
special wines, activities and more. www.
lvwine.org

Stories and Speeches, Las Positas College, 
Thurs., Dec. 8, 7 p.m. Mertes Center 
for the Performing Arts, on the Las 
Positas Campus, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. Ticket prices are $12 general 
admission and $8 for students & seniors. 
www.brownpapertickets.com with the 
venue of Las Positas College, or call 
1-800-838-3006. 

Ravenswood Victorian Yuletide, Sun., 
Dec. 11, noon to 4 p.m. Music, entertain-
ment, carriage ride, food, crafts, and more. 
Ravenswood Historic Site, 2647 Arroyo 
Road, Livermore. Free admission. 

The American Red Cross is ask-
ing for the public’s help to make 
the holidays a little brighter for 
service men and women. A card 
writing campaign is planned now 
through Dec. 9. Over the last four 
years, more than 3.5 million cards 
have been collected, screened, 
sorted and distributed to United 
States service men and women, 
their families and veterans around 
the world. 

Pitney Bowes is donating all 
screening services, packaging and 
shipping for the card program, 

Tri-Valley Haven is launching 
a program, "Paper or Plastic?" 
in an effort to address the local 
hunger gap.

The Haven is asking that the 
community support efforts to ad-
dress special needs at the pantry 
by donating cash (paper) or gift 
cards (plastic).

While as many as 1 in 15 
Americans are considered poor and 
the use of support programs, such 
as Tri-Valley Haven's Food Pantry, 
are becoming more mainstream, 
vulnerable populations such as the 
chronically homeless, seniors, or 
those with special medical needs 
continue to be the hardest idea. 
The idea being "Paper or Plastic" 

is to equip food pantry staff with 
the resources necessary to meet 
the dietary needs of special needs 
groups without taking up the very 
limited space at the pantry itself.

"Our clients come to us with 
a host of needs. Sometimes it's a 
diabetes patient who requires a 
specific diet or a family that has re-
ligious food requirements. It could 
even be a new mother who needs a 
special formula for her baby. Paper 
or Plastic allows us to respond 
quickly," according to Samantha 
Burrows, Director of Homeless 
and Family Support Services for 
Tri-Valley Haven.

She adds, "Hunger and food in-

security are a symptom of poverty. 
We see an increase in the number 
of seniors living in poverty as they 
are faced with choosing between 
food and their medication."

Last fiscal year, Tri-Valley 
Haven's Food Pantry served nearly 
7,000 unduplicated individuals, 
representing over 2,000 households 
throughout Livermore, Dublin and 
Pleasanton. Gift cards or checks 
may be sent to Paper or Plastic, c/o 
Tri-Valley Haven, PO Box 2190, 
Livermore, CA 94551.

For more information about 
services provided by the Haven, 
visit www.trivalleyhaven.org or 
call 449-5842.

while the American Red Cross 
will have hundreds of volunteers 
to help sort and box cards for de-
livery. Simon Malls and Hallmark 
are also partners in the campaign. 
Cards, addressed generally to 
“Dear Service Member” will be 
distributed after the final postmark 
deadline of Dec. 9.

Sign a card, or drop off blank 
cards at Stoneridge Mall in Pleas-
anton. 

There will be a card writing 
event at the mall on Dec. 3 at 
11:00 a.m. during a pajama party 

with Santa at the Grand Court. For 
more information, contact the mall 
at 925 737-4100.

Write the card to “Dear Service 
Member,” and be sure to sign 
your name. Do not include gifts, 
glitter or other items with your 
card. Don’t use envelopes for 
individual cards. Large groups of 
cards should be bundled and sent 
in a large mailing envelope.

Call  1-888-4-HELP-BAY 
(1-888-443-5722)  o r  v i s i t  
www.redcrossbayarea.org to learn 
more.

 

'Paper or Plastic' Program Benefits Tri-Valley Haven

Card Writing Campaign  for Service Personnel Set
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Landmark Mortgage Group 
launched its new campaign “Our 
Landmark is YOU” during the 
ribbon cutting ceremony of the 
Pleasanton branch, on November 
16th, 2011. 

The new office space, at 5075 
Hopyard Road in the Hacienda 
Business Park, is a strategic move 
to further the creation of synergy 

with their real estate partners.
Todd Utikal, a Landmark Mort-

gage Advisor and an active member 
of Pleasanton’s Rotary club stated, 
“We have been in Pleasanton for a 
few years, but wanted to be closer 
to our real estate partners that we 
work with on a daily basis. We are 
looking forward to further foster 
the strategic partnerships and cre-
ate a shared success.” The new 
campaign highlights Landmark 
Mortgage Group’s advisory based 
business model and commitment to 
their clients, referral partners and 
team members.

Vice Mayor Jerry Thorne and 
members from the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce were on 
hand to perform the formal Ribbon 
Cutting.  The event was attended 
mostly by Pleasanton’s real estate 
and business community, but any-
one was welcome to stop by. 

The Valley Humane Society 
held a thank-a-thon at the shelter 
on Tuesday to personally offer a 
thank you to supporters who gave 
$100 or more in the last year. Vol-
unteers, board members, and the 
Executive Director gathered in Val-
ley Humane Society’s classroom 
and start to call nearly 700 people 
to simply offer thanks. 

Valley Humane Society an-
nounced in late July that without 
significant community support, 
the local no-kill shelter would be 
forced to close their doors in Pleas-
anton. The outpouring of support 
was tremendous and ultimately 

Carrie Marie Damschroder and 
Daniel Adam Chambers, both of 
Aliso Viejo, CA, were married on 
September 5, 2011, at Franciscan 
Gardens in San Juan Capistrano, 
CA. Deacon Eddie Salgado of St. 
Catherine of Siena Parish in La-
guna Beach, CA, officiated.

The bride, who was escorted 
by her father, is the daughter of 
Paul and Diane Damschroder, of 
Helena, OH. The groom is the son 
of Frank and Diane Chambers, of 
Livermore. Anna Damschroder, 
sister of the bride, served as maid 
of honor. Stanley Alachniewicz, 
friend of the groom, served as 
best man. Groomsmen were David 
Dunwoodie and Ryan Marshall, 
both friends of the groom.

The bride wore an ivory gown 
with satin asymmetrical ruches and 
a v-shaped back. The one-shoul-
dered neckline was adorned with a 
Swarovski crystal accent; a sweep 

train and bubble hem completed 
the style. She wore her maternal 
grandmother’s wedding rings and 
carried a bouquet of magenta cox-
comb, green trick dianthus, cream 
hypericum berry, moonvista car-
nations, red roses, big chief green 
cymbidium orchids, and mini 
green Peruvian hydrangeas.

The maid of honor wore a 
sleeveless eggplant charmuese 
dress with origami detail and car-
ried a bouquet of super green roses, 
mini green hydrangeas, and green 
hypericum berries.

A reception was held at Francis-
can Gardens immediately follow-
ing the wedding. A six-piece band 
entertained guests after the plated 
dinner of roasted garlic and herb-
marinated beef tri-tip and grilled 
portobello mushroom stacks. A tra-
ditional red velvet cake filled with 
cream cheese butter cream and 
frosted with vanilla French butter 

cream was served for dessert.
The bride is a 1998 graduate of 

Gibsonburg High School, a 2001 
graduate of Bowling Green State 
University, and a 2003 graduate 
of Miami University of Ohio. 
She is employed as the Director 
of Documentation at Eyefinity in 
Irvine, and teaches part-time as a 
lecturer in the English Department 
at California State University, 
Long Beach.

The groom is a 2001 graduate of 
Granada High School and a 2006 
graduate of California Polytech-
nic State University in San Luis 
Obispo. He is currently working 
towards his MBA at the University 
of California in Irvine, and will 
graduate in June 2012. He is em-
ployed as a program manager at the 
Walt Disney Studios in Burbank.

After honeymooning in French 
Polynesia, the couple settled into 
their home in Aliso Viejo, CA.

Couple Exchanges Vows at San Juan Capistrano 

Carrie Marie Damschroder and Daniel Adam Chambers

raised over $320,000. With that 
support the organization is back on 
its feet and setting goals to nearly 
double pet adoptions in 2012.  

“We are fortunate this year to 
have a large donor list. It wasn't 
possible for us to call everyone, 
so a pre-recorded message will go 
to donors who contributed under 
$100. 

"Their support was significant. 
We really wanted to recognize 
everyone.” said Melanie Sadek, 
Executive Director.

Not all Valley Humane Society 
supporters received a phone call, 
simply because the organization 

wasn’t able to retrieve their phone 
numbers. 

During these phone calls no re-
quest for future support was made. 
The Thank-a-thon is simply an op-
portunity to celebrate the holiday 
season and donors.  

Valley Humane Society is an 
animal welfare organization ad-
vocating responsible pet owner-
ship. The organization seeks to 
provide the community with edu-
cational outreach and collaborative 
programs that enrich the bond 
between people and companion 
animals and eliminate unnecessary 
euthanasia.

 

Nifty Gifts & More
A Thrift Store ~ Now Open!

2133A Las Positas Ct, Livermore
(located off of N. Livermore Ave.)

Furniture, Jewelry
& Household Items

Monday thru Friday 9am-4pm
925.454.3449

www.futures-explored.org

Landmark Launches Campaign

Valley Humane Society Thanks Donors
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Air Force Airman 1st Class Travis W. Edwards graduated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.

The airman completed an intensive, eight-week program that included train-
ing in military discipline and studies, Air Force core values, physical fitness, 
and basic warfare principles and skills.

Edwards is the son of Louie Edwards of Mariposa.  He is a 2004 graduate 
of Granada High School, Livermore. He earned a 

bachelor's degree in 2010 from California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona.

TripleGift, Inc.™ of Pleasanton has opened for business with the 
launch of its signature Spend Save Share™ holiday greeting cards for 
children. The cards are designed to help adults add meaning monetary 
gifts by educating young recipients about the importance of saving for 
the future and sharing with others while enjoying spending money on 
themselves. 

Unlike customary cards that accommodate one bill, check or gift 
card, Spend-Save-Share cards are designed with four sections. The first 
contains the holiday greeting and is followed by sections devoted to 
spending, saving and sharing. The latter three sections feature slits to 
accommodate monetary gifts and whimsical illustrations that suggest 
age-appropriate items to purchase (sports equipment, video games, 
princess dolls), possible future goals for saving (car, college, travel) 
and charitable causes (animal rescue, the environment, children in need) 
where they may be inspired to share. 

The initial six cards on sale now include four Christmas cards and 
two Hanukkah cards for boys and girls, with birthday cards available in 
2012. They are available for purchase on-line at http://triplegift.net and 
at several retail outlets, with more being added weekly. Currently, they 
are available at Towne Center Books, The Golden Apple Learning Store 
and Berry Patch in Pleasanton, and Pleasant Thoughts in Danville.

“The Spend Save Share cards are original, very unique, and give 
people the opportunity to take care of the card and gift with one pur-
chase,” says Towne Center Books owner Judy Wheeler. “In addition, the 
cards have an important educational component, which our customers 
love.”

The Spend Save Share greeting card concept was created by local 
businesswoman and grandmother, Barbara Lewis. “As is often the case, 
I was inspired by my grandsons, Joey and Matt,” she says. “We live in 
such a beautiful, privileged area that, at the beginning, I just wanted to 
encourage them to make philanthropy a regular part of their lives, to 
participate in taking care of others and their world. As the idea developed, 
it occurred to me that enjoying one’s money and saving for the future 
are just as essential as sharing if one is to grow up to be a confident, 
happy, well-rounded adult. I tried out the idea with handmade Spend 
Save Share cards for their birthdays when they were eight and six years 
old and, to my delight, the boys liked the cards and “got” the concept. 
They started thinking and talking about money, what they would buy, 
save for, and how they would share. With that and friends’ encourage-
ment, I was off and running.”

“I love the concept and believe the cards are a fun way to encour-
age youngsters to save and share,” says Pleasanton grandmother Susan 
Davis. “They are perfect for my grandchildren who have the ‘spending’ 
part down fine, but could use some guidance in the ‘save’ and ‘share’ 
areas.”

Students at Junction K-8 School 
have a myriad of choices to extend 
their learning beyond the tradi-
tional school day. After School 
Clubs are a part of the culture 
and the overall Junction K-8 
experience. From academics to 
visual and performing arts; sports 
to special interests, there is some-
thing for everyone, free of charge. 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District applauds the staff 
of Junction K-8 for its creativity in 
bringing a multitude of programs 
to the students. Each of these clubs 
allow students to grow, learn, and 
engage in positive ways. 

Academic Enrichment: Stu-
dents involved in the Extraordi-
nary Earth enjoy learning how 
plants turn sunshine and water 
into food and the air we breathe, 
discover the importance of weather 
and how tornadoes form, uncover 
how rocks and gems are formed, 
hunt for dinosaur fossils and 
make molds of the bones found! 
Math Counts engages students 
with challenging mathematics 
activities which promote problem 
solving and mathematical think-
ing and provide opportunities for 
math skills practice culminating 
in participation in a City-wide 
competition. After School Tuto-

The Las Positas College Speech 
Team, the Talk Hawks, swooped 
in to finish in first place among 23 
participating institutions at the re-
cent Mustang Invitational Speech 
Tournament. The event featured 
teams from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley, California State 
Universities and other community 
colleges. Each member of the Talk 
Hawks brought home an award.

“This might be the most im-
pressive showing of the season,” 
said Las Positas College Director 
of Forensics Tim Heisler, “We not 
only finished ahead of every com-
munity college at the tournament, 
but we beat every university in the 
competition as well.” 

In their four weekends of com-
petition this semester, Talk Hawks 
team members have come home 
with three first place team awards 
and 59 individual awards.

In 2009, the Talk Hawks 
brought home the Second place 
Sweepstakes Award from the In-
ternational Forensics Association’s 
Speech and Debate Tournament 
held in Montreal, Canada. It is 

their goal once again to attend this 
prestigious tournament scheduled 
in March 2012 in Rome, Italy. 

Heisler expressed appreciation 
to American Equipment Rental of 
Redwood City for its donation of a 
previous Talk Hawks’ tournament 
entry fee. “Because of the drastic 
cuts colleges have experienced, we 
will require generous contributions 
like this to enable our program to 
continue at this high level,” he 
said. Organizations and individuals 
who would like to support the Talk 
Hawks are encouraged to contact 
the Las Positas College Founda-
tion at (925) 424-1010 or www.
lpcfoundation.org.

Following are the Talk Hawks 
students and their awards from the 
recent Mustang tournament:

Salim Razawi of Dublin: 1st 
place - Communication Analysis, 
open division, 3rd place - Duo In-
terpretation, open division, finalist 
- Prose Interpretation, open divi-
sion, finalist - Poetry Interpreta-
tion, open division, 3rd top speaker 
of the Tournament; 

Adam Neylan of Tracy: 1st 

place - Dramatic Interpretation, 
open division, 3rd place - Speech 
to Entertain, open division, finalist 
- Oral Interpretation of Literature, 
open division, 5th top speaker of 
the Tournament;

Weston Toste of Livermore: 
3rd place - Persuasive Speaking, 
open division; Sarah Kellner of 
Brentwood: 3rd place - Duo Inter-
pretation, open division, finalist 
- Speech to Entertain, open divi-
sion; Lex Newman of Pleasanton: 
finalist - Poetry Interpretation, 
open division; Top Novice Speaker 
in the event; 

Alex Penn of San Ramon: 1st 
place - Communication Analysis, 
novice division; Karina Kruel-
Anderson of Pleasanton: 1st place 
- Informative Speaking, novice 
division; Shea Wigton of San 
Ramon: 1st place - Speech to 
Entertain, novice division; Scott 
Ault of Pleasanton: finalist - Prose 
Interpretation, novice division.

Las Positas College is located 
at 3000 Campus Hill Drive in 
Livermore. 

 

rials and Homework Clubs are 
learning opportunities designed to 
support student academics so that 
all student will reach and exceed 
grade level expectations. These 
clubs are facilitated by Junction 
teachers and open to all students 
free of charge.

Visual and Performing Arts: 
Students can take walk down the 
Yellow Brick Road with Dorothy 
and her friends as part of the 
Drama Club full scale production 
of the Wizard of Oz, complete 
with staging, costumes and light-
ing.  Stop Animation Film allows 
students to work on a crew with 
professional filmmakers, to image 
and create characters, plan, shoot 
and edit their own animated film. 
In the Game Design club students 
design and create their own video 
game. For those wishing to explore 
the cultural aspects of music and 
dance, Ballet Folklorico is an op-
portunity to learn traditional Mexi-
can folk dances while the Mariachi 
Club engages students in learning 
traditional Mariachi music on sev-
eral instruments, including voice. 
Junction students are fortunate to 
work with local instructors who 
are highly regarded in the Mariachi 
world. If students prefer a current, 
popular style of dance, they can 
create their own Break Dance rou-

tines in groups under the guidance 
of accomplished break dancing art-
ists. Interested in playing a musical 
instrument? Basic folk guitar skills 
are taught in the Folk Guitar Club 
while the Instrumental Music Club 
offers beginning through advanced 
players the opportunity to learn, 
practice and perform with our 
outstanding Orchestra and Band 
instructors.

Athletics: Basketball, vol-
leyball, golf, and wrestling are 
competitive Team Sports open to 
students at Junction K-8. And of 
course, Junction K-8 Cheerleaders 
support their teams with cheers 
they’ve designed themselves. The 
Color Guard students learn and 
perform routines in competitions 
representing Junction Avenue K-8 
School. Open Gym gives students 
the opportunity to participate in 
team sports and games, including 
a climbing wall, in an open gym 
environment. A unique competi-
tive sports opportunity for students 
is Futsal, a traditional South 
American game, played on a court 
specifically designed and built for 
Junction K-8 students.

Cooking / Nutrition, Garden, 
Woodworking and Chess Clubs 
top off the broad range of clubs 
available. These clubs are open to 
all students free of charge.

 

Junction Offers Variety of Programs for Students

Talk Hawks Bring Home More Honors

TripleGift, Inc. Opens
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(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board or email information to editmail@com-
puserve.com. Include name of organization, 
meeting date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person should also 
be included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Donlon Elementary in Pleasanton is 
holding its annual Holiday Boutique & Bake 
Sale fund-raiser on Friday, December 2 from 
2:30-6:30 p.m. at the school, 4150 Dorman 
Road  Pleasanton. Admission is free. There 
will be over 30 high quality, handcraft vendors 
who personally design and sell everything from 
jewelry, holiday decor and ornaments, wooden 
doll houses, repurposed journals, lotions, 
candles, original artwork t-shirts, gourmet gift 
baskets, knit and crochet items, children's toys 
and clothing, note cards and paper art, teacher 
gifts, and the list goes on and on. Over 30 raffle 
prizes. Holiday goodies at bake sale tables. All 
raffle and bake sale proceeds go directly to 
Donlon's Parent-Faculty Club, which supports 
school-wide activities and classroom enrich-
ment. For more information, please email us 
at donlonboutique2011@gmail.com.

Christmas Boutique, Dec. 3 at Veteran's 
Hall, 5th and South L Streets, Livermore,  10 
a.m to 4 p.m. Refreshments available. Hosted 
by Unit 287 Ladies Auxiliary of the Fleet 
Reserve Association. Funds help troops sta-
tioned overseas and/or a veterans's project in 
Livermore. Vendors interested in participating, 
contact Polly, 925-447-5986.

Holiday Book Sale, Friends of the 
Dublin Library on Sat., Dec. 3 from noon 
to 3 p.m. at the Library, 200 Civic Plaza, 
Dublin. A great selection of beautiful hard-
cover books in excellent condition, ideal 
for gift giving will be offered. They include 
children’s books, holiday books, gourmet 
cookbooks, collections, gift books, games, 
and more. Dublin Library (925) 828-1315  

Try Winter Vegetable Gardening. 
Garden of Grace Learning Series, Session 1. 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. at 
Garden of Grace behind the Asbury Methodist 
Church, 4743 East Avenue, Livermore. Rain or 
shine. Session will cover indoor seed starting, 
winter crop selection, crop protection, weather 
issues. Class taught by Mark S. Brunell, Al-
ameda County Master Gardener and Associate 
Professor of Biological Sciences, Univ. of the 
Pacific. No cost. www.asburygardenofgrace.
org or msbrunell@hotmail.com

Ohlone Audubon, meets 7:30 p.m. 
December 6 at  Pleasanton, Middle School, 
5001 Case Ave Pleasanton. Software devel-
oper Steve Patt will demonstrate benefits of 
his Birdwatcher Diary app on recording bird 
sightings, bird counts, life list, etc. Following 
the program will be the members slide show 
and cookies exchange. No admission charge. 
Refreshment served. For more information 
call 925-447-8843 or go to web site www.
ohloneaudubon.org.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace, sponsoring a 
candlelight Vigil on Wed., Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. 
in front of the Museum on Main, 603 Main 
Street, downtown Pleasanton. Participants will 
reflect on the human and monetary costs of the 
war, honor veterans who have sacrificed, and 
visualize ways of moving beyond this conflict to 
a more peaceful world. Peaceful War Protest on 
the fourth Wednesday of the month, December 
28, between 5 - 6 at the corners of First and 
Neal Streets. Questions?? Call Cathe Norman 
at (925) 462-7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@
gmail.com; or kdowding@pacbell.net. www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org

Snowshoeing Basics: 7 pm–8:30 pm, 
Thursday, December 1. REI Outdoor School 
snowshoeing instructor Cathy Anderson-Mey-
ers will teach a class on the basics of snow-
shoeing. Cathy will show you how to select 
appropriate gear and give you tips on where to 
go snowshoeing in your area. Register for this 
free presentation at www.rei.com/dublin, and a 
seat will be held for those who register until the 
scheduled start time. REI, 7099 Amador Plaza 
Road, in Dublin. The public may contact our 
Dublin store’s Customer Service Department 
for more information, (925) 828-9826.

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 
Sat., Nov. 26, 38 miles San Ramon, Blackhawk, 
Collier Canyon, Livermore, Pleasanton, meet 
9 a.m. at Central Park, Peter Rathmann, 336-
0973. Sun., Nov. 27, 60 miles out Mines Rd. 
and back, meet 9 a.m. at old Nob Hill shopping 
center, Gary Hsueh, 510-334-1976. Wed., Nov. 

30, 33 miles Windemere loop to Blackhawk, 
meet 9 a.m. at Park & Ride at Sycamore exit, 
Jane Morehead, 980-9889. Anyone planning to 
go on a ride is asked to call the leader for details 
on where to meet and what to bring.

Pleasanton, American Legion Post, 237 
P.O. Box 823, Pleasanton Ca. 94566. If you 
served we want you to join our post. Send a 
"copy" of your dd214 to the American. Legion 
address along with phone number/email and 
we will contact you. Attend a meeting at 301 
Main St., Pleasanton on the second Tuesday 
of each month from 1930-2030 hrs and meet 
other veterans. We are involved with active duty 
personnel so now you can help those who served 
after you. Members are from every branch of 
service from the entire Tri-Valley area. 

Tri-Valley and San Ramon Valley Demo-
cratic Clubs, will meet Sat., Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. 
for the annual seasonal celebration. On hand 
will be Representatives Pete Stark and Jerry 
McNerney, Assemblymember Joan Buchanan 
and Senator Mark DeSaulnier. Buffet style - 
free. IBEW Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy, Dublin. 
www.trivalleydems.com.

FIRST Lego League is holding its annual 
robotics tournament in Livermore on Decem-
ber 3 from 9:00-4:00 at Our Savior Lutheran 
School, 1385 S. Livermore Avenue. Come 
watch the fun as 12 student robotics teams 
from the all over the Bay Area, including 5 
Livermore teams, put their Lego-based robots 
into head-to-head competition. FIRST Lego 
League's mission is to help students find the 
fun and excitement in science and technology 
through friendly competition. The League is 
open to children ages 9-14. 

M.I. Hummel Club, San Francisco Bay 
Area Chapter, meets second Saturday of each 
month at 1 p.m. at member's home. Guests 
always welcome. Topics include sharing of 
Hummel figurine news and information. Joan 
Mumma, club secretary, 447-5164 or www.
mumma.org/hummel/

Armchair Travelers, a monthly program, 
will take place at the Livermore Civic Center Li-
brary on Thurs., Dec. 8, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Carol Wilson will show digital photographs of 
her five-week adventure in India. Carol trav-
eled to India as part of the UC Davis Study 
Abroad program, and visited New Delhi and 
Pondicherry during her stay. Adults are invited 
to this free program on the second Thursday of 
each month in the Community Meeting Rooms 
of the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore. For additional information 
please call 925 373-5500.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club, 
invites new & long-time residents to its 
monthly luncheon on Dec. 15 at Bridges Golf 
Club Restaurant, 9055 S. Gale Ridge Rd., San 
Ramon. 11:30 to 2 p.m. Cost is $30. Annual 
Christmas luncheon includes a gift exchange. 
Call Grace, 828-8554, for information & 
reservations.

GNON’s (Girls Night Out Networking) 
Tri-Valley Chapter, holiday party. Special 
Holiday Menu and Drinks, raffle prizes, sur-
prises, specials and awards New unwrapped 
toys will be collected for the Toys for Tots 
program. Tuesday, December 6, 5:00 – 8:30 
p.m. TGI Fridays (GNON’s official caterer) 
3999 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton (925) 225-
1995. Cost is $10/pp for members and $15/pp 
for nonmembers. Visit www.gnontrivalley.
com or call (925) 487-4748. Please RSVP by 
December 2nd at gnoners@gmail.com

Overeaters Anonymous, all welcome 
to meetings on Saturdays 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
12-step, self-help support group for compul-
sive overeaters. High school room of the Tot 
Green Building at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1892 North Vasco Rd., Livermore. 
Nora, 447-1676.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth Tuesday 
of the month -exception is December- at 10 
a.m. in the second floor conference room at 
Heritage Estates Retirement Community. The 
address is 900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All 
are welcome. Contacts are: Sandra Grafrath 
443-6655 or Lee Parlett 292-9280

Boy Scout Troop 934 is offering recycling 
of home and office inkjet and toner cartridges 
to help the Pleasanton community protect and 
conserve natural resources. Instead of throw-
ing away used inkjet and toner cartridges, 
drop them off at U.S. Bank, 749 Main Street, 
Pleasanton, or arrange for a pick at your local 
business by contacting the scouts at recycle@
bstroop934.com. 

Love A Doll Club meets on the second 

Thursday morning of each month. Come share 
the love, knowledge and collection of dolls and 
doll related items. For more detailed informa-
tion, call 925-447-5149.

Operation: S.A.M. "Supporting All Mili-
tary" is a 501(c)3 non profit military support 
organization based in Livermore. S.A.M. has 
been in operation since January 2004 and is 
dedicated to the continued support of our de-
ployed troops. Preparation of comfort packages 
takes place every other week - all year long. 
Providing morale support for those deployed. 
All information provided is confidential and 
is not shared for security purposes. To submit 
a name and address, inquire about donations 
or helping, please visit www.operationsam.
org, email operationsam@comcast.net or call 
925 443-7620 for more information and the 
calendar of events. 

VFW Post 7265, Livermore, invites Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, all military branches, 
to join the group. Any age veteran welcome to 
meetings held 1st and 3rd Mondays at 7 p.m. 
(2000 hours), 522 South L St., Livermore. 
Camaraderie, support, connections, advocacy, 
distinction and community service. Informa-
tion, contact Vice Commander Virgil Stanger 
at 455-5039 or go to www.vfwwebcom.
org/ca/post7265.

Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR), Josefa Higuera Livermore Chapter, 
meets 9:30 a.m. first Saturday of the month from 
September to May at Asbury United Method-
ist Church, 4743 East Ave., Livermore. DAR 
is a women's service organization. Members 
are descended from a patriot of the American 
Revolution and are dedicated to patriotism, 
preservation of American history, and securing 
America's future through education. Contact 
Maris at 443-3087 or mhl3frog@yahoo.com.

Toastmasters - Livermore Lunch 
Bunch meets Mondays at noon, conference 
room, 2157 First St., Livermore. Learn to 
develop communication and leadership skills 
in a supportive environment that fosters 
self-confidence and personal growth. www.
livermoretoastmasters.org. 

D.A.R. Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Jose Marie Amador Chapter, 
Pleasanton. Meetings first Saturday of the 
month. Group is comprised of descendants 
of Patriots of the American Revolution. It is 
a service organization that provides contests, 
awards and scholarships. For members, 
prospective members, and information on 
meeting location, contact Ann 510-507-5509 
or anarcisco@comcast.net.

The Writing Club, Young Adults, ages 
12- 21, are invited to join The Writing Club at 
the Livermore Public Library, Civic Center. The 
Writing Club will meet Thursday, December 1, 
2011, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m., for an evening 
of writing with author J.L. Powers. There is no 
charge to join. Take writing a step further by 
learning about publishing and how to expand 
writing horizons.  Visit TEEN SPACE  at 
www.livermorelibrary.net, or contact Sandy 
at 925-373-5500 extension 5583.

Drop-in Computer Tutoring, Need help 
with downloading E-Books from the library 
to your E-Reader, sending E-mail attach-
ments, social networking, blogging, general 
internet questions, or ??? Help is available 
at the Pleasanton Library Thursday evenings 
6 to 8 p.m. Questions? Ask at the Reference 
Desk or call 925-931-3400 (press 7 for Ref. 
Desk). Library programs are free and open to 
everyone. Call Merry Luskin at 925/931-3400 
for information.

Pleasanton Military Families is a Pleas-
anton based support group for those who have 
a loved one serving in the Military. The group 
gathers at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month to share concerns, fears, and to 
celebrate the joys that are experienced. There 
is no better support than being surrounded by 
others who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect supplies 
and sends care packages to the troops. Please 
contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for the loca-
tion of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a support 
group for families in Livermore who have a 
loved one serving in the Military, is intended 
to be a safe place for family members to come 
and share their experiences and concerns with 
others who understand what they are going 
through. All family members are welcome to 
attend meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thurs-
day of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more information 

please call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or 
email livermoremilitaryfamilies@yahoo.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX at 
(925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at abril.tamayo@
cril-online.org. All services are free.

Pacific Locomotive Association, non-
profit group operates the Niles Canyon Railroad 
between Fremont Niles District and Sunol. 
Volunteers are sought for the following glazier, 
painter, electrician, mechanic or welder to 
restore historic trains. Other volunteers can be 
a brakeman or brakewoman, shopkeeper, tree 
trimmer, docent, caterer or engineer. For more 
opportunities, call Rich Alexander at 510-996-
8420 or email pla_ncry@ncry.org.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Val-
ley. Activities include a coffee on the first 
Wednesday of the month, a luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah 
Jongg, bridge, walking and hiking groups, 
family activities and monthly adult socials. 
Information, call 215-8405 or visit www.
PleasantonNewcomers.com.

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Livermore Char-
ter, Christensen, Arroyo Seco, East Avenue, 
Livermore High and Granada High schools, 
Pleasanton Seahawks and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in the Valley. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

RELIGION
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-

more, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) is held 
at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church and reading 
room are located at Third and N Streets. The 
Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, Sunday 
Services 10:30 am and 6:00 p.m. 545 N. L 
Street Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 50 
years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. at M 
St., Livermore; worships on Sunday morning 
at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on Sunday 
morning and first Fridays.  United CC is an 
Open and Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 
for more information. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, ser-
vices on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ All 
are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Intercessory prayer 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Sunday worship at 8:30 and 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Sunday school or Bible study for all ages at 9:45 
a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday 
nights there is adult Bible study at 6:45 and 
NRG and Re.Gen for youth, and children's 
choir for kids. Child care during all events. 
447-1848, www.trinitylivermore.org.

Tri-Valley Unity Church, 2260 Camino 
Ramon, San Ramon. Class for children, ages 
4-8, plus new pre-teen and teen program, dur-
ing church service, 10-11:15 a.m. Sundays. 

Ongoing adult classes and small groups. All 
are welcome. Rev. Harriet Hawkins, minister. 
www.trivalleyunity.com (925) 829-2733.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups following 
the John Main tradition, every Monday 5:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact Claire La 
Scola at 447-9800.

Women’s Christmas Tea, Saturday, De-
cember 3, 2:00-4:00 pm, CrossWinds Church, 
6444 Sierra Court in Dublin. $15 covers the 
afternoon of fellowship, fun and a light lunch. 
Come and join us amidst the busyness of the 
holiday season to enjoy some girl time. For 
information on registering or to be a hostess 
for a table of eight, contact Samantha Leggat, 
925-560-3822 or email sleggat@crosswind-
schurch.org. 

Advent Class on Angels, The Rev. Debbie 
Low-Skinner will offer a three-week Christian 
Education class called “Angels in the Bible 
and in Everyday Life." Topics include what 
are angels, who are the archangels, what kind 
of angels make up the angelic hierarchy, where 
are angels mentioned in the Holy Bible, and 
are angels still around today. Classes are open 
to everyone. They are Sundays, December 4, 
11, and 18 at 12:00-12:45 pm in the Rector’s 
Office at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, 
678 Enos Way, Livermore; (925) 447-3289, 
www.saintbartslivermore.com.

Spiritual Envy, Michael Krasny will talk 
about "Spiritual Envy" Wed Nov 30, 7:30 
p.m. Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. One of NPR's most popu-
lar interviewers, award-winning broadcaster 
Michael Krasny, author of Spiritual Envy: An 
Agnostic's Quest, brings us a thought provok-
ing exploration of belief - and lack of belief. 
He challenges us to engage in a conversation 
about God, human responsibility, the nature 
of evil and even paranormal theories. For 
information, 510-318-6453 or visit www.jfed.
org/bookfestival. Cost: $10.

St. Michael's Parish is hosting an 
Ecumenical Lessons and Carols on Monday, 
November 28 at 7:00pm. The Lessons and 
Carols will include participants from Asbury 
Methodist Church, as well as St. Bartholomew's 
Church. Admission is free. Those attending are 
asked to bring a nonperishable food item to be 
donated to Interfaith Food Bank and St. Vincent 
de Paul Food Bank. St. Michael Parish is located 
at 458 Maple St., Livermore. 447-1585.

Advent Play. The Four Candles, Friday, 
December 2, 7:30-9:00 p.m. St. Charles Bor-
romeo, 1315 Lomitas Ave. Livermore, $5.00/
person. People of all ages are invited to join the 
St. Charles Community for Sam Kauffman’s 
interactive musical presentation – The Four 
Candles- that uses the Advent wreath as a 
symbol of God’s light and tells the story of each 
candle. Hospitality will follow in the Hall. For 
more information contact Julie at upcatholic@
aol.com or 925-447-4549 ext 114.

Living the Peace of St. Francis – Advent 
evening of reflection, Sunday, December 4, 
7:30-9:00 p.m. St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 
Lomitas Ave., Livermore, $5.00/person. Fr. Ed 
Shea, OFM who will be leading the evening of 
reflection based on the Prayer of St. Francis. 
All are invited to join the St. Charles Commu-
nity for the evening of reflection followed by 
hospitality in the Hall. For more information 
contact Julie at upcatholic@aol.com or 925-
447-4549 ext 114.

Stepping Stones on Grief Journey work-
shop, bi-monthly event. St. Elizabeth Seton 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. 2nd 
and 4th Thursday at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 8 & 22, 
2011 Jan. 12 & 26, 2012 Feb. 9 & 23, 2012 
and March 8 & 22, 2012. No pre-registration 
is necessary. These sessions are open to all, 
regardless of religious affiliation. Please call 
Mary Hagerty at 925-846-5377 for more 
information.

Christmas Sing-Along, Potluck, and 
Raffle/Auction - at Tri-Valley Unity Church, 
Dec. 4, starting at 10 a.m. The Sunday service 
will feature a message by Rev. Harriet Hawkins 
and music by Clayton Foor and his Bay Area 
Festival Chorus. At 11:15 the potluck, carol 
sing-along, and raffle/auction will begin. Over 
30 raffle items include food baskets with wine, 
chocolates, cheeses, jams, homemade candies; 
service baskets including local trips, energetic 
healing sessions, massages, and live music for 
your party; restaurant certificates, children's 
items, art supplies, original paintings, spiritual 
CD's, and more. 2260 Camino Ramon, San 
Ramon. Nancy at nmontier@comcast.net 
(510) 886-9303.

 


