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PET OF THE WEEK
Cocoa trying to convince us that orange is the new 
black! The sandy 7-month-old is ready to bust out 
of here and Black Cat Friday is his next opportunity. 
Join us November 28 & 29 for fee-free adoptions 
on any adult cat with even a hint of black. Valley 
Humane Society, 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am to 4 pm. For 
more info visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-
8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society/D. Smith

Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center (LVPAC) together with the Livermore 
Chamber of Commerce hosted a “Burn the Mortgage” event to celebrate the official 
completion of the agreement to eliminate the outstanding bank debt on the Bankhead 
Theater. More than 150 LVPAC supporters attended the reception at the Bankhead 
on November 19, 2014 to enjoy refreshments provided by local businesses, live 
entertainment, and the official ceremony. The celebration fell in the center of a 
particularly successful week for LVPAC with four sold out performances at the 
Bankhead Theater and the appointment of Chris Carter as Development Director. 
Pictured, from left, are Livermore Mayor John Marchand, Supervisor Scott Haggerty 
and LVPAC board president Joan Seppala. For the story, go to page 12.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Cottage Preschool held its Thanksgiving Feast on Thursday, Nov. 20th, celebrating being together with families 
and friends.  Students prepared food, practiced songs, and decorated the room in preparation for the special event.

Alameda County Regis-
trar of Voters Tim Dupuis 
has certified the County’s 
results for the November 
4, 2014, General Election. 
The certified results sent 
to the California Secre-
tary of State’s Office show 
that 366,599 of Alameda 
County’s 814,009 regis-
tered voters cast ballots in 
the election, bringing the 
County’s overall voter turn-
out to 45.04 percent.

The Vote-by-Mail option 
continues to grow in popu-
larity in Alameda County, 
with 62 percent of voters in 
the General Election choos-
ing to mail in their ballots 
rather than vote at a desig-
nated Election Day polling 
place. 

Alameda County hired 
more than 5,000 poll op-
erated nearly 800 polling 
places on Election Day. 

The certification comes 
after Alameda County con-
ducted a week of post-Elec-
tion Day ballot counting and 
completed a 1-percent man-
ual tally of ballots, which 
is required by law to verify 
vote totals.

Dupuis said he is pleased 
to say that Alameda County 
is one of California’s first 
urban counties to certify its 
election results.

To see Alameda County’s 
Final Election Results, go to: 
http://www.acgov.org/rov/
elections/schedule.htm

The Pleasanton City 
Council approved a mas-
ter plan for the Pleasanton 
Pioneer Cemetery that will 
expand burials and upgrade 
the site.

The vote was unanimous.
A decision will be made 

in the future on whether to 
construct the plan in phases 
or fund the entire plan. The 
cost to finance the entire plan 
is $4.5 million. Projected re-
turn on the investment is $36 
million as sites are purchased 
over the years.

 The approval included 
withdrawing $170,000 from 
the city cemetery fund to pay 
for professional services. 
The fund balance is $393,081 
generated by the sale of 
burial sites. Completion of 
the entire plan will be depen-
dent upon the extent of future 
improvements anticipated to 
be offset by the sale of future 
burial plots.

An ad hoc Pioneer Cem-
etery Master Plan Oversight 
Committee prepared the plan 
for the 5.2 acre site on Su-
nol Boulevard. The Master 
Plan includes a detailed site 
design concept, a business 
plan, a construction cost 
estimate, new maintenance 
standards and recommended 
operational standards.

Kathleen Yurchak, as-
sistant director of Operation 
Services, told the council 
that the goal of the plan is 
to preserve the cemetery's 
history and create a sulf-
sustaining parklike setting. 
One of the priorities would 
be a new Veterans Memorial 
to be located in the historic 
flag circle.

Gary and Nancy Har-
rington and local veterans 

A controversial 7-11 and 
car wash were approved by 
the Pleasanton City Council 
last week.

The vote was 4 to 1 with 
Karla Brown opposed.

The approval included 
a rezoning of the property 
and a conditional use permit 
(CUP) to allow for alcohol 
sales and the operation of 
the car wash. 

The .75 acre site is lo-

The Livermore school 
district will take over su-
pervision of the Livermore 
Valley Charter Preparatory 
(LVCP) school from the 
state on July 1, 2015. The 
school's charter will be re-
newed at that time through 
June 30, 2020.

The school district 's 
board approved its new 
responsibility in a unani-
mous vote Nov. 18. The Tri-
Valley Learning Corporation 
(TVLC) gave its unanimous 
approval Nov. 20.

A Property Advisory 
Committee has recommend-
ed that the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
sell Sonoma School.

The Board of Education 
opted to delay a decision un-
til January to allow for cur-
rent and newly elected board 
members to tour the site.

Board President Kate Ru-
nyon commented, "Once 
sold, it's a lost asset to the 
community."

Board member Bill Dun-
lop, who is retiring, com-
mented that deferring a de-
cision means the district 
will have to spend money 
to maintain the school. "It's 
a sink for money. Even 20 
years out, there is no need for 
the property." He did agree to 
postponing the decision.

The committee looked at 
all of the district's proper-
ties, narrowing down their 
study to four sites for further 
review: Arroyo Mocho, Al-
mond Avenue, Portola, and 
Sonoma.

The Sonoma site is not 
currently in use. The Liver-
more Valley Charter School 
was the last occupant.

Arroyo Mocho houses a 
preschool and the regional 
occupation program (ROP); 
Almond is leased to the Lab 
for its child care program, 
it also houses the district's 
Vineyard alternative schools; 
the Livermore Valley Charter 
Prep uses Portola. 

Each of the four proper-

Zone 7 Water Agency di-
rectors approved what could 
turn out to be a landmark 
agreement with Contra Cos-
ta Water District (CCWD), 
one that may have a long-
term benefit for Valley water 
customers in droughts.

The agreement with 
CCWD was one of two 
approved unanimously by 
directors at their meeting on 
Nov. 19. 

The  other agreement 

Zone 7 Water Agency Adds Los 
Vaqueros Pilot Storage Project

bumped up the amount of 
water the agency receives 
as part of a multi-party 
agreement anchored by 
Yuba County Water Agency 
(YCWA). That agreement 
will add only about 300 acre 
feet (AF) to the current aver-
age of 550 AF.

The CCWD agreement 
could bring 2500 AF to Zone 
7 next summer, when the 
agency needs it the most in 
the hottest weather.

The 2500 AF is not new 
water. Zone 7 has rights 
to water from two  Kern 
County water banks. They 
typically obtain the water 
only in the winter. Zone 7 
needs the water in the sum-
mer, so the  plan will be for 
Zone 7 to take that water in 
the winter and store it  in the 
Los Vaqueros Reservoir.

Then CCWD will release 
it to the Delta, where Zone 
7 can pick it up in the sum-

mer at a pumping  plant in 
the Delta, and then send it 
to the South Bay Aqueduct, 
the state's water pipeline into 
theValley.

"The critical aspect of 
the CCWD exchange is the 
ability to have water stored 
upstream from us. That's 
the huge benefit," Zone 7 
integrated planning manager 
Carol Mahoney told The 
Independent. 

"It's a pilot program. We 

want to make sure it  can 
work. It will  mean obtaining 
water from federal  contrac-
tors (the Central Valley Proj-
ect). We will have to look at 
a much broader picture as to 
how many contracts would 
be involved, and what kind 
of CEQA work would be 
required," said Mahoney.

The cost of the CCWD 
agreement for Zone 7 would 
be $408,500 for the seven 

(See WATER, page 12)

Sonoma 
School May 
Be Sold

(See SONOMA, page 3)

Pioneer 
Cemetery 
Plan OKed

(See MASTER PLAN, page 8)

Low Turn Out 
for Election

The Livermore City Council authorized the city manager 
to enter into  an agreement with Dublin Crossing, LLC for  
the sale of burrowing owl habitat on city-owned properties 
in Doolan Canyon.

The vote was unanimous.
The agreement involves SunCal, an Irvine based devel-

oper that conducts business as Dublin Crossing Centers, 
LLC. 

Livermore owns approximately 180 acres of property in 
Doolan Canyon  that supports burrowing owls.  

Livermore Burrowing Owl Habitat Mitigates Dublin Development
Under a purchase and sale agreement with the developer, 

Livermore  will sell a conservation easement encumbering 
approximately 178 acres. The city will retain fee title to 
the property. The transaction also requires development of 
a resource management plan and an endowment to fund 
management of the property in perpetuity. 

 SunCal intends to utilize the conservation easement to 
satisfy mitigation requirements established by the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) for its Dublin 

(See HABITAT, page 8)

District Supervision OK'd 
For Charter Prep School

The agreement does not 
mean that LVCP will be-
come a part of the Livermore 
school district. The school 
retains its independence, 
but will report to the district 
regularly for reviews of the 
school's performance and 
operations. 

District Assistant Super-
intendent Chris VanSchaack 
had talks with LVCP of-
ficials to  ensure that the  
charter high school would 
meet all conditions set out on 

(See PREP, page 4)

Pleasanton Rezoning Allows 
For New Store and Car Wash

cated at the intersection of 
W. Las Positas and Santa 
Rita Road. Currently, a gas 
station and auto service busi-
ness are sited there. The auto 
service would be closed. A 
drive-through car wash and 
a 7-11 would be added.

Issues raised by neigh-
bors included noise, traffic 
and crime. They were also 
concerned that alcohol sales 

(See REZONING, page 4)
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as of 11/10/2014

Check out ways you can support the arts at livermoreperformingarts.org

LVPAC would l ike to  THANK  a l l  those who 
generously  suppor ted the ar ts  th is  year. 

Listed below are names of donors to LVPAC and the Boost the Bankhead campaign in the previous 12 months.
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www.GentecServices.com

CALL NOW! Service Today

(925) 303-4255
CA Lic#783310

TO OUR  
RESIDENTIAL 
& BUSINESS 
CUSTOMERS

As token of our  
appreciation please  

accept our gift of  
$100 OFF Any Service*

Offer ends Dec. 20, 2014
*Cannot be combined with any other offer,  
coupon has no cash value, cannot apply  

towards response or diagnostic fee.
One coupon per customer.

For over 11 years we’ve had the privilege to serve 
our customer’s Electrical, Heating & Cooling  

needs throughout the east bay.

Joe 
Scerbo

Owner

THANK YOU!

The Livermore-Pleasan-
ton Fire Department (LPFD) 
was dispatched Monday 
morning to the 2000 block of 
Research Drive in Livermore 
for the report of a cat stuck 
in a light pole. On LPFD 
arrival a new, uninstalled, 
light pole lying flat in an 
outdoor storage area was 
found with a cat stuck in 
the narrowest portion of the 
light pole unable to move its 
limbs. The company owners 
and employees worked with 
the LPFD to try to move the 
cat to a wider portion of the 
light pole through various 
means, but found that the 
cat had become too stuck to 
move backwards. After other 
means had been exhausted, 
the company employees cut 
the light pole just below the 
cat and firefighters were able 
to pull the cat out of the pipe.

The cat appeared tattered 
and fatigued, but was awake, 
moving all limbs. It still had 
some fight left, that provided 
a good test for the thick 
leather firefighting gloves. 
No civilians or firefighters 
were injured. The light pole 
was valued at $2200 and was 
most likely damaged beyond 
repair.

The cat has been given 
food and water and was 
cared for by LPFD members 
until it could be delivered 
to the East County Animal 
Shelter when it opened. It 
is unknown whether it is 

Trails Workshop
The City of Dublin is hosting a Bike-

ways and Pedestrian Workshop to discuss 
Bikeways and Pedestrian Projects and 
Programs for 2014-2015 and beyond. 

The meeting will be held on Wed., 
Dec. 3 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Regional 
Meeting Room, 100 Civic Plaza.

For more information, visit the Dub-
lin's Bikeways webpage at www.dublin.
ca.gov/bikeways. Anyone with questions 
is asked to contact the Public Works De-
partment as (925) 833-6630.

Swalwell on Immigration
U.S. Representative Eric Swalwell 

(CA-15), a member of the Homeland 
Security Committee and co-sponsor of 
the comprehensive immigration reform 
bill H.R. 15, released the following state-
ment expressing his support for President 
Obama’s executive actions to protect 5 
million undocumented immigrants from 
deportation:

“In refusing to act, House Republicans 
have left President Obama little choice 
but to exercise his executive authority 
to make our broken immigration system 
work better. Long overdue, the common-
sense actions will update our immigration 
system to be more just, fair, and fitting for 
our 21st century economy.

“For too long, too many hard-working 
immigrants and their families have lived 
in fear. If House Republicans will not 
act, the President should bring certainty 

to these families. As a former prosecutor, 
I believe we should focus on removing 
violent criminals from our country, not 
breaking up families.

“Rather than protest with threats of im-
peachment and a government shutdown, 
I urge Republicans to take constructive, 
long-term legislative action on compre-
hensive immigration reform. The time to 
act is now.”

New Active Network
The Livermore Area Recreation and 

Park District (LARPD) is ready to get 
Active.

The District is launching an Active 
Network recreation management soft-
ware. This new, easy-to-use system will 
streamline both the registration process for 
the public and behind-the-scenes process-
ing for District staff.

Used by more than 47,000 organizers 
for races, sports, camps, schools and more, 
Active will allow for improved recreation 
management as well as enhance partici-
pants’ experiences. LARPD will be able 
to use the new software for class registra-
tion, reserving event facilities, booking 
park rentals, scheduling swim programs, 
reserving camps and more.

The Active system is slated to go live 
on Monday, Dec. 1, allowing people to 
create an account before Winter/Spring 
registration opens on Wednesday, Dec. 10. 
For more information, visit www.larpd.
org or call 925-373-5700. 

Photo at top shows how the cat looked when it was found by company employees 
and the LPFD; at left are Firefighter John Goodwin and an employee with the cat.

Firefighters Come to the 
Rescue of Cat Stuck Inside a Pole

male or female. The cat 
did not have a collar or 
identification. The business 
owner stated that there are a 

number of feral cats in the 
area, though most had been 
spayed or neutered.

 
 

LVPAC Participates in #GivingTuesday
On Tuesday, December 2, 2014, charities, families, businesses, community centers, 

and students around the world will come together for one common purpose: to celebrate 
generosity and to give. 

Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center (LVPAC) will be joining with thousands of 
non-profits nationwide to raise awareness about philanthropy and encourage support. What’s 
unique about the campaign is that the giving drive is done completely online through social 
media and e-mail using #GivingTuesday as the trending hashtag. 

Patrons can support the effort on Tuesday by making a gift online at livermorevalley-
performingarts.org, and by spreading the message using their own social media channels.

The Livermore Area Rec-
reation and Park District 
(LARPD) has many ways to 
celebrate the holiday season.

• Take a step back in time 
for the annual Victorian 
Yuletide at Ravenswood 
Historic Site from noon to 4 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 14. Ad-
mission is free. The event in-
cludes a look into the 1890s 
Victorian home decked out 
for the season. There will 
be entertainment through-
out the afternoon, drinks 

and desserts for sale, visits 
with Old St. Nicholas and a 
holiday gift shop. The event 
is presented by LARPD and 
the Ravenswood Progress 
League. Ravenswood is lo-
cated at 2647 Arroyo Road. 
For more information, call 
925-443-0238.

• Breakfast with Santa is 
scheduled  9 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 13, at the Robert Liver-
more Community Center, 
4444 East Ave. This event 
is open to families with chil-
dren ages 10 and younger. It 
includes a  sit-down pancake 
breakfast. Children will have 
the opportunity to sit on 
Santa’s lap and to make a 
holiday craft. Preregistration 
is required – no tickets will 
be sold at the door. Tickets 
are on sale now and are $10 
per person; everyone needs 
a ticket.

•  A Happy Holidays 
Campfire will be held start-
ing at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
14, at the Reservable Picnic 
Area at Sycamore Grove 
Park. Celebrate the holidays 
with hot cocoa, s’mores and 
carol songs. Bring a chair or 
blanket to sit on. Reserva-
tions are required by calling 
925-960-2400; canceled if 
raining.

• The jolly, red-suited fel-
low from the North Pole can 
make a personal appearance 
at a home, an office or a par-
ty with Santa Visits. Santa 
is available for 10-minute 
visits during the hours of 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 20, and Sunday, Dec. 
21. Packages may be left on 
the porch for Santa to bring 
in and deliver directly to 
children. Visits are $45 to 
Livermore addresses. Sign-
ups open from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2, at the 
Robert Livermore Commu-
nity Center on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Registra-
tion will continue after Dec. 
2 until spaces are full.

• The 20th annual Yule 
Log Hunt will be hosted by  
Ranger Pat and his ranger 
elves. Grab a silly holiday 
hat and join this program 
that includes games, merri-
ment, tales of ancient yule 

celebrations and an old-fash-
ioned hunt for the yule log. 
Then gather around the fire 
and make a yule log to take 
home. The hunt will be at 2 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 21, at the 
Reservable Picnic Area at 
Sycamore Grove Park. Call 
925-960-2400 for directions. 
Canceled if raining.

• The ninth annual Hol-
iday Basketball Tourna-
ment is open to youth in 
third through eighth grades. 
Teams of boys or girls can 
sign up for $185 a team to 
play a three-game minimum, 
round-robin format. Third 
through fifth grades will 
play Dec. 19, 20 and 22; 
sixth through eighth grades 
will play Dec. 26 through 
28. To register or for more 
information, contact Kacy 
Silva at 925-373-5733 or 
ksilva@larpd.org. Teams 
must register by Dec. 10.

• There’s still an oppor-
tunity to sign up for Letters 
from Santa. Children can 
receive a personal letter 
from the North Pole. Cost 
is $3.50 per letter, and the 
application can be obtained 
by calling 925-373-5700 
or visiting www.larpd.org. 
Registration opens Dec. 1; 
last day to request a letter is 
noon on Dec. 18.

• The 10th annual Polar 
Bear Slide will again dare 
brave souls to take an ice-
cold trip down the spiral 
waterslide at the Community 
Center pool from 11 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Jan. 3. This 
free event is open to anyone 
48-inches-tall or above. Hot 
chocolate will be waiting 
at the bottom of the slide 
to warm up willing partici-
pants. For more information, 
call 925-373-5751.

LARPD off ices  and 
Community Center will be 
closed  Dec. 24 and 25, Dec. 
31 and Jan. 1. The Center 
will also be closed Dec. 26, 
with the exception of sched-
uled events. District parks, 
including open space parks, 
are open on holidays.

For more information or 
to register for these holiday 
happenings, call 925-373-
5700 or visit www.larpd.org.

LARPD Offers a Variety of 
Holiday Activities for All Ages

ties represent a value of 
between $15 million and 
$20 million.

The committee looked 
at enrollment and the need 
for schools through 2025 
in making its recommenda-
tions.

Chris Van Schaack noted 
that enrollment has been 
declining over the last ten 
years. There was a bubble 
in the 70s and 80s. It isn't 
anticipated that there would 
be a sudden increase in the 
student population. 

Van Schaack stated that 
Livermore has an aging 
population.

Development in down-
town Livermore would gen-
erate 900 students. Overall 
growth could add an ad-
ditional 1 percent student 
population through 2025. 
Enrollment is just over 
12,500 now with 13,707 
projected in 2025. 

There is currently space 
for an additional 1900 stu-
dents in schools that are 
open. The closed sites could 
accommodate an additional 
2600 students.

Based on the projected 
student population, the com-
mittee recommended that 
three of the schools should 
be maintained in case there 
were a need for them based 
on a jump in the school age 
population.

As  for  the  Sonoma 
School, it could reopen as a 
school or be leased as a day 
care or private school site. 
However, money would be 
required to make it usable.

Van Schaack noted that 
rezoning the site for 4.5 to 
6 units per acre would be 
supported by neighbors. 
They did not want a full size 
school. 

The value of the site is 
based on rezoning for hous-
ing. The money realized 
from the sale could be placed 
into deferred maintenance, 
some other one-time use cat-
egories, or added to reserves.

By state law, if the deci-
sion were to sale Sonoma 
School, an order of potential 
purchasers has been estab-
lished.

First, would come Char-
ter Schools that have provid-
ed prior written request for 
notification. Others in order 
are the Park and Recreation 
District, State Director of 
General Services, Regents 
of the University of Califor-
nia, Trustees of California 
State University, Alameda 
County, City of Livermore, 
Public Housing Authority, 
Public Entities and Non-
Profits and a sealed public 
bid (sealed bid)

SONOMA
(continued from page one)
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Protect Residents
The approval of a 7-11 and drive-through 

car wash by the Pleasanton City Council 
majority continues a pattern of approving de-
velopment over the objections of neighbors.

The Neighborhood Commercial for the 
property at the corner of Santa Rita and West 
Las Positas was rezoned to Planned Unit 
Development - Commercial. The  existing 
auto service building will be converted to a 
convenience store permitted to sell alcohol 
and a drive-through carwash. A gas station 
will remain one of the uses.

 Concerns were raised with regard to 
allowing alcohol sales near an elementary 
school. Noise, crime and traffic were also 
mentioned. 

City staff did limit the hours during which 
alcohol could be sold, from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
The other issues were declared as existing 
or mitigated. While traffic may not increase, 
safety issues arise because of the large vol-
ume of  traffic going in and out of driveways 
used to access the site. Children have to cross 
the driveways to reach school.

Staff concluded the project would not have 
an adverse impact on the neighborhoods. 

Brad Hirst, a strong advocate for develop-
ment, represented the applicant,  He told the 
council that it should be encouraging invest-
ment by approving the proposal, rather than 
discouraging it by denying it.  

A different view was presented by former 
Councilmember and Mayor Frank Brandes. 
He pointed out that the reason for the original 
zoning was to protect residents who lived in 
the area from adverse impacts. When the site 
was purchased, the new owners were well 
aware of what types of businesses were al-
lowed. The city has no obligation to change 
entitlements. 

One comment was made to the effect that 
the council was elected to represent the entire 
community, not just one segment. While not 
all objections to development are valid, the 
council needs to remember that they were put 
into office to listen to and protect residents, 
as well as support economic growth.

a list of requirements.
VanSchaack told The 

Independent this week that 
all of the requirements have 
been met. 

TVLC also operates a 
K-8 elementary school, 
Livermore Valley Char-
ter School (LVCS), which 
began eight years ago un-
der state supervision. The  
school was switched to the 
Livermore district's super-
vision last year, when its 
charter was renewed.

TVLC CEO Bill Batch-
elor has said that the two 
schools were interested in 
supervision closer to home, 
because it can enhance com-
munication concerning pro-
grams and their application 
and management. 

LVCP principal Eric Dil-
lie has expressed his ap-
preciation at TVLC board 
meetings about the new 
arrangement's opportunity 
for a closer working rela-
tionship with the Livermore 
district, and the benefits of 
its advice.  

VanSchaack stated, "As 
a result of the cooperative 
nature of our oversight 
of LVCS, we're confident 
that this arrangement (with 
LVCP) will lead to an even 
stronger level of commu-
nication between the two 
organizations, which ulti-
mately benefits the students 
of Livermore. Local over-
sight and accountability are 
undeniably more beneficial 
to the community."

Bringing LVCP under  
the district's supervision 
closes a difference in over-
sight that existed when the 
charter schools were formed. 
The K-8, and then the high 
school, applied to the Liver-
more district for a charter, 
but were rejected on grounds 
that they did not show how 
they would meet educational 
goals. The schools appealed 
to the county school district, 
and lost. Finally, the state 
board of education approved 
them, which made the state 
the overseer of the schools.

TVLC LOOKS
TO ELECTIONS

On another item at the 
TVLC board meeting Nov. 
20, directors discussed up-
coming elections slated for 
its annual meeting to be 
held on Dec. 13. There will 
be nominations for both at-
large board positions and 
specific seats reserved for 
the  five TVLC schools. 
Besides the two Livermore 
schools, TVLC operates an 
elementary and a middle 
school in Stockton and an 
elementary school in San 
Diego. In order to accom-
modate the San Diego and 
Stockton schools, the board 
will be expanded from seven 
members to 11 at this  elec-
tion. 

Members of the TVLC 
board whose terms have not 
expired will select the new 
members. There will be 
public interviews conducted 
at the Dec. 13 meeting.

 

PREP
(continued from page one)

would be take place close to 
an elementary school.

In an effort to deal with 
some of the issues, the 7-11 
could operate only from 5 
a.m. to 1 a.m., rather than 
24 hours as requested. Alco-
hol sales would be allowed 
between 6 a.m. and 11 p.m. 
with only 4 percent of the 
floor area allotted to beer and 
wine sales.

After 11 p.m., the coolers 
are to be locked.

A city study found there 
would not be a marked in-
crease in traffic if the new 
uses were allowed.

The car wash would use 
a quiet dryer and vacuum 
cleaners to reduce noise.

Adam Weinstein, Plan-
ning Director, concluded, 
"The project would not have 
an adverse impact on the 
neighborhoods. The zoning 
would be one-of-a-kind for 
the site."

The Planning Commis-
sion had suggested bringing 
back the CUP for review 
after six months of opera-
tion. The council rejected the 
proposal, although Mayor 
Jerry Thorne said it might 
help calm the neighbors if 
it were known the opera-
tions would be reviewed in 
six months. He wanted it 
to be part of the motion for 
approval.

Councilmember Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio pointed out 
that if the conditions of 
approval were violated, it 
would automatically return 
to the Planning commission.

Brad Hirst, represent-
ing the applicant, told the 
council that it should be 
encouraging investment, 
rather than discouraging it. 
His clients were prepared 
to spend $1.5 million in 
improving the site. He added 
that the site is at one of the 
busiest intersections. "It's 
more than a neighborhood. 
There is already large traf-
fic volume with noise such 
as sirens."

Hirst said he had col-
lected signatures on a peti-
tion asking the council to 
approve the plan. Of those 
75 percent were Pleasanton 
residents.

Councilmember Brown 
noted that the residents he 
referred to do not live in the 
area. A second petition op-
posing the plan was signed 
by the neighbors.

Former Councilmember 
and Mayor Frank Brandes 
was absolutely opposed to 
the rezoning. The reason 
for the current zoning was 
to protect the residents who 
live there. When the site was 
purchased, the new owners 
knew what the zoning was. 
The city does not have an 
obligation to change entitle-
ments every time someone 
wants to change a business. 
He asked if the action were 
referendable.

City Attorney Jonathon 
Lowell replied, "Yes, it is."

During the public hear-
ing, those living in the area 
expressed opposition to the 
rezoning and CUP. Alcohol 
and junk food sold at the 
7-11 would not be a benefit 
for the community and could 
have a negative impact on 
children who attend schools 
in the area. There were also 
safety issues with increased 
traffic going in and out of 
the site. Children have to 
cross the driveways to reach 
school.

Employees of 7-11 spoke 
glowingly of the operation, 
citing it would not be a nega-
tive, but a positive.

Cook-Kallio said that 
traffic and safety are exist-
ing issues; noise has been 
addressed. As a council, we 
have to decide on the evi-
dence before us. "I believe 
the issues have been ad-
dressed. I favor the project."

Jerry Pentin agreed with 
Cook-Kallio's statement. 
He said that the applicants 
have met the conditions of 
approval. He did not support 
adding further conditions. 

Brown said she is aware 
of concerns about kids walk-
ing to school. "This is not 
an appropriate location." 
She said that she had vis-
ited other 7-11s in the area 
and found maintenance was 
generally not up to standard. 
"I was elected by citizens 
to represent them. Large 
numbers don't want this, I 
reject it."

Thorne said that the 
council was elected to rep-
resent the entire community, 
not just one segment. "All of 
the issues were mitigated."

The Pleasanton Uni-
fied School District has a 
sufficient number of high 
school math textbooks, 
which this year are being 
supplemented in great part  
by downloaded on-line 
materials. Use of on-line 
material  will better prepare 
students for the complete 
transition to the Common 
Core curriculum next year.

That was the  declaration 
by school trustees on a 4-1 
vote, with board president 
Jamie Hintzke opposed. She 
gave no reason at the time 
of her vote, but explained 
later to The Independent 
that even on the day before 
the board's meeting Nov.  
18, she was hearing from 
parents that students were 
being asked to download 
numerous pages each night.

Hintzke also referred to 
comments by the board's 
student trustee, Stephanie 
Luk. She has no voting 
power, but acts as a liaison 
with students at her school, 
as are the other two student 
board members from Ama-
dor Valley and Village high 
schools.

Luk said during the dis-
cussion that students in her 
math class were struggling 
with the download require-
ment, sometimes 50 pages 
a night.  

Students  used textbooks 
for eight years that con-
tained many more words 
than numbers. The transi-
tion to the new materials 
"was too drastic, with a 
completely different text-
book. I thought it was a 
little too much," said Luk.

The change happened 
because the  district wants 
to meet the Common Core 
standards that are being 
imposed next year. The 
publishers of the old text 
materials were not offering 
any new texts that would 
really work with Common 
Core, so Pleasanton has 

REZONING
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Textbook Adequacy
been piloting new materials 
downloaded off the internet, 
said staff.

Assistant Superintendent 
Odie Douglas said that he 
hopes to bring to the  board 
recommendations for new 
math textbooks in January 
or February.  Meanwhile, 
the teachers are providing 
materials to  students.

Math coaches, who are 
teaching teachers,  and high 
school principals also par-
ticipated in the presentation 
to the board. They said that 
students need to understand 
and start working on Com-
mon Core now. Waiting 
would produce an even 
steeper learning curve next 
year. It may not be comfort-
able to make the transition 
now. However, it can be 
accomplished with as much 
support as possible. There is 
a need to make the change in 
fiew of the fact testing will 
be changing to align with the 
philosophy behind Common 
Core, they said.

Principals of Foothill and 
Amador Valley said that they 
have not heard any recent 
complaints from parents. 
However, if there were prob-
lems, the principals want 
to know right away. They 
encouraged  parents to get 
in touch with them.

Board members agreed, 
with trustee Chris Grant 
saying that the first line 
of contact is the student's 
teacher, who is available via 
e-mail from the school web 
site or by phone. "My guess 
is that 99 percent of the time, 
the issue will be resolved. If 
not, principals are saying to 
contact them," said Grant.

After a suggestion by 
trustee Valerie Arkin, Su-
perintendent Parvin Ah-
madi said the district will 
make the information more 
prominent on the school's 
webpage, and also will post 
a complaint form authorized 
by the Williams Act, which 
governs ensuring textbook 
adequacy.

In another action, the 
board unanimously ap-
proved a 2 percent wage 
increase for  classified em-
ployees. 

However,  in a separate 
vote, the board split 3-2 over 
a 2 percent raise for superin-
tendent Parvin Ahmadi and 
the district's  three assistant 
superintendents. Hintzke 
and Arkin voted "no."

The raise came after all 
the other employees re-
ceived 2 percent raises as 

part of negotiations for a 
cost of living adjustment. It  
was an effort  to catch up at 
least partially on the frozen 
wages they voluntarily gave 
up for three years during the 
economic downturn.

Arkin said that she was 
being consistent with an ear-
lier  vote about the assistant 
superintendents. Hintzke 
said  that the assistant su-
perintendents are contract 
employees. Therefore, the 
board should have been pre-
sented with new contracts 
for approval, instead of just 
filling in a percentage boost 
in pay. Ahmadi said that 
none of the raises, includ-
ing the teachers' hikes, were 
based on performance. 

The board approved the 
final form of the Modified 
Lite school calendars for 
2015-16  and the following 
school year on a 4-1 vote, 
with Hintzke voting "no." 

The staff was instructed 
to create a transitional year 
calendar for 2015-16, which 
it  did by eliminating a week 
off in October, and starting 
the school year on Aug. 11. 
Teacher conference days and 
work days are also noted 
on the approved calendar. 
The same was done for the 
following year, when the 
instructional year will begin 
on Aug. 9.

Arkin voted against the 
calendar in June, but this 
time she voted  for it, ex-
plaining that this was simply 
a filling of the  details con-
cerning the October week 
and instructional day details. 
Hintzke voted against it, as 
she  did  in June.

Trustee Joan Laursen said 
that the calendar came up as 
an issue during the recent 
school board campaign. 
One of the challengers, who 
highlighted the issue, was 
elected. As a result,  that the  
calendar is likely to come up 
for  a vote again. The victo-
rious challenger was Mark 
Miller, who said during the 
campaign that it's possible 
to get the desired effect 
of ending the  semester at 
the holidays, and still keep 
the traditional school year 
starting date later in August. 
Miller will take office at the 
next board meeting.

The calendar change led 
to an outcry by some parents, 
who said the earlier start 
will disrupt family vacation 
plans and affect participation 
in community sports. They 
also said the district should 
have undertaken more out-
reach explaining the new 
calendar to  parents before 
making a decision.

 

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox 
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do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. Letter Policy: The 
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it publish letters without 
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itmail@compuserve.com.)

Candidate Thanks
David Furst
Livermore

Now that the vote tally 
from the November election 
appears to be complete, I 
want to thank those people 
who voted for my return to 
the LARPD Board of Di-
rectors. I hope I will meet 
your expectations. For those 
people who did not vote for 
me, I hope during my time 
on the Board I can earn your 
trust and support. Together 
we can continue to make the 
LARPD one of the strongest 
independent Park Districts 
in California. Thank you 
again for your support, Da-
vid Furst 

Provide Parking
Rich Buckley
Livermore

The city has a piece of 
land downtown that is worth 
around $3.5-million per acre 
for medium density residen-
tial use. Let's see something 
new for a change.

As an approximate es-
timate, based on what we 
all see on the empty city 
owned lands of the former 

Lucky Shopping Center 
in downtown Livermore, 
it seems we're in need of 
an order of magnitude of 
around 1000 public parking 
spaces to support long term 
downtown commercial and 
new residential. We will 
be removing, redesigning, 
redeploying, the defacto 
500+- spaces in and along 
the North side of First Street, 
the old Lucky Shopping 
Center, Kibler Building and 
Carole Jean Dance Studio 
properties plus the Historic 
Railroad Station. What we 
do now really matters.

Parking arrangements 
need to convey a sense of 
safety. There seem to be 
multiple elements that de-
liver a sense of security in 
parking arrangements. (1) 
Good lighting (2) Active 
use all day and well into 
the night (3) Room for local 
employees to park as well 
as local shoppers and din-
ers. (4) Creative integration 
of new residential parking 
needs.

Don't talk to me about 
pretty trees, talk to me about 
finding a convenient parking 
spot while I shop. Cover the 
thing with solar panels, that 
works for me.

I would rather feel safe 
than look at a thing of out-
ward architectural beauty, if 
I have to make a choice and 
we do have to make some 
tradeoff choices. My admi-
ration for your parking plan 
is most apt to be achieved 
by giving away ("writing 
down" the purchase price) 
of all the land you will sell 
to the residential developer 
that delivers the spaces over 

and above the residential 
developer's mandated mini-
mum number of required 
residential, on-site parking 
spaces, that the public can 
park on.

We have a history in 
Livermore of giving big 
downtown developers all the 
planning breaks concerning 
parking and then imposing 
parking charges and fees on 
the smaller property owners. 
We call this in the trade "The 
Deal Killer." The unintended 
consequence is a transfer of 
the incidence of tax (in the 
form of massive parking 
fees) over to those least able 
to pay while offering major 
concessions of free parking 
for the big developers.

This new plan is sending 
out the same old signals 
within the business com-
munity that the city planners 
are going to ask the small 
property owners to carry 
the burden while offering 
major concessions to the 
residential mega-developer. 
We have this one window to 
get parking right in down-
town Livermore, let's not 
blow it by fantasy notions 
that simply translate into 
the little guy being required 
to pay.  Let's see something 
new for a change. Something 
that works for the rest of us.

News of the Arts
Linda Ryan 
Livermore

This is not a complaint 
letter, nor a discussion about 
local politics. I just want to 
thank The Independent and 
Editor Janet Armantrout for 
all you do for the local cul-
tural arts community.

I know of no local inde-
pendent paper that gives the 
arts the kind of exposure 
you do. It's invaluable to 
our growth and to the rest of 
the community that benefits 
from it. Again, thank you. 
You have made a big differ-
ence in everything I've been 
involved in, and  I  know 
those involved in the local 
arts community would echo 
that sentiment.
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Precision 
Gun 
Care

www.CaDocPreparers.com

We are not attorneys. We can only provide self help services at your specific direction. California Document Preparers is not a law firm and cannot 
represent customers, select legal forms, or give advice on rights or law. Prices do not include court costs. LDA #30 Alameda County, Exp. 4/2015.

 Call (925) 479-9600

   Living Trust $599
   PaCkage InCLuDes:

• Revocable Trust  
• Advance Healthcare Directive

• Wills
• Financial Powers of Attorney

avoID  

ProbaTe!

Serving The Tri-Valley Since 2003

We Also UpdAte trUsts
7000 vILLage Parkway, suITe a, DubLIn, Ca

ValleyCare Thrift Shop

END OF THE MONTH SALE
This Saturday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

EVERYTHING IN THE STORE  
1/2 OFF!

1911 Second Street, Livermore

By Carol Graham
Terri Grass knows what 

she wants.  
"I want my students 

to care about and have a 
deeper understanding of 
our environment and the 
oceans," she says.   "I also 
want them to love nudi-
branchs." 

On November 5th, 
the Granada High School 
Marine Biology teacher got 
her wish.  

 At noon, 32 students in 
a caravan of seven parent-
driven cars left campus, 
heading toward Half Moon 
Bay's Pillar Point in time 
to experience "minus tide" 
conditions during which 
the sea dips to its lowest 
level revealing a breathtak-
ing array of sea life. 

Driving up Highway 1, 
Pillar Point is hard to miss.  
On a bluff overlooking the 
bucolic fishing town, rises 
an assemblage of oddly-
shaped protuberances 
reminiscent of The Jetsons' 
space-age cartoon world.  It 
is the Pillar Point Air Force 
Station, a missile-tracking 
outpost of Vandenberg Air 
Force Base.   

The half-mile path to 
the tide pools loops around 
the bluff, bordered on one 
side by the serene harbor 
and on the other side by 
Mavericks, one of Cali-
fornia's, if not the world's, 
most gnarly big-wave surf-
ing spots.  During minus 
tide, however, the infamous 
waves are subdued, offer-
ing only occasional, far-off 
hints of the unleashed 
power they wield during 
storms.     

The students spread 
out in small groups across 
the reef.  It is there they 
discover the beauty of 
nudibranchs.  

"My favorite moment 
was seeing a Hopkin's 
Rose," says Grass of the 
tiny, rose-pink creature 
whose body is covered 
in soft papillae making it 
look like a flower.  Or a 

Skip the frenzied, post-Thanksgiving rush to the stores 
this year and hightail it to Valley Humane Society for 
Black Cat Friday. The annual special adoption event will 
run both Friday, November 28 and Saturday, November 
29 from 10 am to 4 pm, offering great deals: black or 
mostly-black cats go home fee-free. Adoption fees will 
also be reduced on other styles of cats. Black cats are 
always fashionable, never fade, and are available in a 
wide array of personalities to suit your lifestyle. Valley 
Humane Society carries all sizes, while “supplies” 
last. Come pick up the perfect little black cat. Standard 
adoption criteria apply. VHS is located at 3670 Nevada 
Street in Pleasanton. Stock up and save…a life!
 

woman's swimming cap 
from the '60s.  

In general, nudibranchs 
are jazzy creatures: impos-
sibly small, with violet, 
turquoise, orange and 
yellow frills, ruffles and 
appendages erupting from 
their soft bodies.  They ap-
pear so delicate it's hard to 
imagine how they survive 
Mavericks' monstrous 
40-footers. 

"I go to Pillar Point reef 
nearly every day there is a 
minus tide during daylight 
hours," says volunteer 
citizen scientist Robin 
Agarwal, of Palo Alto.  
"Much has been written 
about nudibranchs' beauty; 
they’ve got vivid colors 
and marvelous appendages 
for mysterious uses.  With 
a few exceptions, they’re 
less than an inch long.  
They like to hide, and they 
live in the parts of the reef 
that are most inaccessible 
to humans. The water is 
cold, the rocks are slippery 
and the waves are big." 

Agarwal photographs 
the  sea creatures she 
discovers, posting the 
pictures on iNaturalist with 
the date, time and GPS 
coordinates. 

"iNaturalist observa-
tions are available to the 
public, so anyone with an 
interest can look them up," 
says Agarwal, adding that 
'anyone with an interest' 
could mean anyone from a 
research scientist to a casu-
al observer. "The nice thing 
about iNat is that it gives 
us casual observers a brief 
but wonderful chance to 
interact with scientists and 
learn from them directly 
about our observations."

Ken-ichi Ueda is the 
co-founder and co-director 
of iNaturalist.  "iNat's mis-
sion is to connect people 
to nature through technol-
ogy.  As humanity becomes 
more urbanized and more 
invested in worlds of our 
own creation, I think we 
run a serious risk of alien-
ating ourselves from our 

own planet and its rich four 
billion-year legacy of life," 
says the Oakland resident.  
"There are dire practical 
implications to not under-
standing the natural world, 
from epidemiology to the 
ecosystems that support us 
all, but I worry more about 
losing the personal, emo-
tional attachment to other 
forms of life."

Using iNaturalist's free 
app, contributors upload 
photos to the site. 

"It's a great way to learn 
about life around you, 
and to join a wonderful 
community of people from 
all around the world who 
love nature," says Ueda.  
"I want to move people 
beyond caring for nature in 
the abstract and get them to 
care about specific species, 
specific places, and the 
specific experiences they've 
had outside."

For Grass, that's a mes-
sage she hopes to impart.  
Although she currently 
teaches only Marine Biolo-
gy, Grass has taught Global 
Science, Biology, Life 
Science and Field Biology 
since she began teaching at 
Granada in 1990.  

"The oceans affect ev-
eryone on earth; we are all 
connected," she says.  "The 
air we breathe, food we 
eat, medicines we use, our 
jobs, our economy - all are 
dependent on the ocean." 

Field trips Grass takes 
students on include whale 
watching, kayaking on 
Elkhorn Slough, bird 
watching along the Hay-
ward Regional Shoreline, 
seeing elephant seals at 
Año Nuevo State Park, and 
visiting the Marine Mam-
mal Center, the Seymour 
Marine Discovery Center, 
and the California Acad-
emy of Sciences. 

"The current popularity 
of citizen science and surge 
of citizen science projects 
is a push to recognize that 
anyone and everyone has 
the ability to contribute 
something to the scientific 
world," says Alison Young, 

California Academy of 
Sciences' Citizen Science 
Engagement Coordinator.  
"People don't have to come 
to an organized event to be 
a citizen scientist.  Just by 
using the iNaturalist app in 
everyday life - on a hike, 
walking to work, in the 
backyard trying to figure 
out what that crazy-looking 
insect is - not only can 
people share observations 
and learn about species, 
they are also contributing 
to science."

Grass's students got a 
feel for the importance 
of citizen science as they 
discovered in the tide pools 
chitons, crabs, urchins, 
anemones, sponges, snails 
and many others. 

"For my students," 
Grass notes, "the best part 
was seeing an octopus."  

Indeed, a foot-long 
East Pacific Red Octopus 
presented itself in a shal-
low tide pool and quickly 
changed color to blend in 
with the sand.  Then, as if 
embarrassed by its wanton 
showiness, it inked the 
water.    

"Interacting with kids 
out in nature is amazing," 

says Grass.  "It probably 
sounds corny but kids just 
come alive when they are 
outdoors."

Although Grass will-
ingly does the extensive 
planning field trips require 

(permission slips, insurance 
forms, recruiting drivers, 
water safety plans), there is 
one thing she is hoping to 
receive help with.

"I have a collection of 
rubber boots I loan my 
students when we go tide 
pooling. Many pairs are 
so old, they're leaking or 
falling apart," she says.  "I 
would love to replenish my 
supply.  Donations of knee-
high rubber rain boots in a 
variety of sizes from 6 to 
13 would be fabulous!

"It's so great for stu-
dents to observe first hand 
all the organisms we study 
in the classroom. Seeing 

a dead crab in a lab jar 
doesn't compare to seeing a 
crab walk sideways across 
a tide pool," she adds. "I 
think the students have a 
greater appreciation and 
understanding of the ocean 

environment when they are 
actually touching the water 
and feeling the wind on 
their faces."

To donate boots, contact 
Terri Grass at tgrass@
lvjusd.k12.ca.us.

 

Field Trip Helps to Provide Students with a Deeper 
Understanding of the Oceans and the Environment

Students gather on the beach before heading out to the tide flats (top photo) to view 
creatures such as the one in the lower photo.
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By Carol Graham
Junction Avenue K-8 School hosted the multi-

school Academic Olympics for 5th Grade on Novem-
ber 19th.     

"It's held to allow 5th graders a chance to interact 
with their future classmates from our feeder elemen-
tary schools, Rancho Las Positas and Marylin Avenue, 
and to celebrate the great learning we are doing at 
Junction and across the district," said event co-orga-
nizer and Junction teacher Erin Houghton.  "It's also a 
wonderful opportunity for the community to come see 
all the amazing things the kids can do."

Instead of pitting schools against one another, the 
Academic Olympics is notable for the way it encour-
ages the students to interact and collaborate with 
students from other schools.  

"Fifth-grade teachers from each site nominated 
twenty students; ten for math and ten for science," 
said Houghton.  "For each event, there were ten teams 
made up of one student from each of the three elemen-
tary schools.  We also made sure each team had both 
genders represented."

The fun began as each team chose its name: for 
math, names included the Nerds, the Brainiacs, and 
the Math Athletes; for science, Mini-Einsteins, the 
Psycho Heads, and the Lab Rats.

Event co-organizer and Junction teacher Michelle 
Nunes worked with science teacher Jan Bennett to 
create questions that would cover what 5th graders 
have learned so far in science and math.  

"For each event, there were 20 questions projected 
one at a time on an overhead screen," said Houghton.  
"The students had one minute to come up with their 
team's answer.  They wrote it on a whiteboard and 
presented to the judges, who kept track of how many 
questions were answered correctly.  At the end of the 
whole competition, the teams that finished first, sec-
ond and third in their events were awarded medals."

In the math event, the Mathmatics won Gold, Team 
Livermore won Silver, and the Smarties won Bronze.  
In science, the Scientists won Gold, Team Pluto won 
Silver, and El Numero Uno won Bronze.   All Olympi-
ans received a Certificate of Participation.  

"We hope this experience helped the students know 
they can take risks, and gave them confidence in their 
abilities," said Marylin teacher Anne Rosendin.  "We 
also wanted to show the students that we value their 
intelligence and knowledge in a very real way." 

During breaks, students were able to get to know 
teammates and enjoy snacks provided by Junction's 
PTA. 

"The goal of the event was not only to celebrate 
academia, but also to bring together students in neigh-
boring schools, many of whom will be classmates next 
year as 6th graders," said Houghton.  "I enjoyed hear-
ing the students work collaboratively to come up with 
their answers, but the best part was seeing how proud 
the kids were when they came up to pose for pictures 
with their families."

 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Students at Junction Avenue K-8 in Livermore work together to answer a question (top photo). In the lower photo, 
students hold up their answers.

Students Work Together to Answer Questions During 
Academic Olympics at Junction Avenue K-8 School
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Sporting 

Equipment 
For Any 
Outdoor 

Enthusiast
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Calling All Duck Hunters
Dom’s Has  

The Shot Shells You Need

The  Livermore Fusion 97 boys team, took first place 
in the Region 2/3/4 Silver Division. After starting off the 
season undefeated for 6 games straight, they ended 
the season with a record of 8-1-2. Coach CJ Salazar 
has been a great asset to this team, taking them to a 
higher level of play and camaraderie than ever before. 
Pictured are (back, from left) Kyle Wright, Brandon 
Replogle, Giovanni Vera, Connor Richardson, Jack 
Schoendienst, Devon Shortridge, Alec Foster, Coach 
CJ Salazar; (front) Darion Carino, Jonathan Banales, 
Cameron Ourdoune, Brandon Salgado, Rodrigo Diaz-
Perez, Trevor Ross, Matthew Garcia, and Max Ibanez; 
not pictured Roberto Soto.

The Fusion U10 Girls Gold team coached by  Uri Robledo 
has won the NorCal State Cup. The team started out 
strong in NorCal State Cup 2nd Round with three 
victories (5-1 vs. Mustang Legends, 9-0 vs. Montclair 
Clippers 04 Red, and 2-0 vs Alameda SC Islanders).    
The team finished as the top seed in their bracket 
earning a bye for the  fourth game. On November 15, 
2014, the U10 Girls Gold team played their semi-final 
game against the Sonoma SC Revolution in Manteca.   
The game was a defensive showdown.  The Fusion 
girls dominated the game and were able to squeeze 
in one goal in the first half.  The highlight of the game 
was Lexi Neubaur’s brilliant penalty kick save, which 
advanced the girls to the final. The Championship game 
was played on Sunday, November 16th, 2014, against 
the Sacramento Soccer Alliance Maniacs.   The Fusion 
girls came out strong, defended exceptionally well,  and 
through a well-organized attack the team scored two 
goals for a final score of  2-0.  In the last six games, the 
team has scored 22 goals while the defense has only 
allowed one goal. Pictured are  Coach Uri Robledo, 
Kaylie Cummins, Zoe Franks, Alyssa Geier, Melanie 
Heikila, Kimberly Keller, Lexi Neubauer, Frankie Ramos, 
Makenzie Ravera, Amelia Sanchez, Brooke Torrico, 
Mackenzie Wherry, and Trina Williams.

West Coast Soccer Club U10 girls the Krew captured 
first place in league play. On September 8th, Krew 
played their final league game against Mustang Forza. 
Ella Ferrick, of Livermore, scored the first goal of the 
game with an assist from Eliza Williams, of Tracy. Krew 
led 1-0 at the half.  Taryn Richey, of Tracy, delivered an 
assist to Caiya Sims for the second and final goal of the 
game. The game ended 2-1 in favor of WCS Krew. For 
the season, they played to a  6-1-1 record for first place 
finish for the West Coast Soccer Club U10  Krew first 
in 3-4 Fall League.

U15 Fusion Select Boys finished up the season 
undefeated with an 8 - 0 - 2 record, and clinched the 
U15 NorCal Championship title.  This was the third 
championship title in the past three years, losing one 
game during that time.  The team's offense scored 37 
goals while the defense gave up less than one goal 
per game, only allowing 9 goals all season. Pictured 
are (back, from left)  Coach Mike Perry, Jack Altman, 
Ernesto Cruz, Oscar Franco, Jack Perry, Connor 
Sweeney, Jack Griffin, Mark Silverthorn, Ernesto Torres, 
and Coach Scott Silverthorn; (front)  Chris Kilday, 
Andrew Cardenas, Miles Gomez, Grant Murphy, and 
Riley Altman.

U13 boys West Coast Wolves finished off their second 
round of State Cup in Ripon, CA, beating Ethos 7-0 and 
Vacaville Premiere Strikers 1-0. Pictured are (from left)  
Coach Stuart Rafferty, Emilio Martinez, Brandon Page, 
Zach Rittmann, Brad Rittmann, Emi Olmos, Goal Keeper 
Zach Hollingshaus, Matty Crivello, Dougie Wynne, Dylan 
Hill, Eddie Topete, Dayton Cardone, Yahya Diah, Shelby 
Gutierrez, Brian Miller, Luke Sorensen and Coach Dave 
Tinoco; not pictured Matthew Larson.

The West Coast Olympic Gymnastics Academy Level 
3 Team competed in the 2014 Norcal Level 3 South 
State Championship competition, in Redwood City, on 
November 22, 2014.

Fusion Soccer
The Fusion SC U8 Fire Hawks 

completed their last game of the sea-
son versus the Jaguars.  On offense, 
the Fire Hawks were led by Rowan 
Day and Duncan Zarco.  Each scored a 
goal and kept the pressure on the Jag-
uar defense all day.  Mid fielder Leif 
Kavanagh made many strong plays, 

keeping the ball in the Jaguars' zone.  
Jackson Allen led a strong defensive 
stand to end the game.    

 
West Coast 
Gymnastics

West Coast Olympic Gymnastics 

Academy’s girls’ Level 3 Team  com-
peted in the 2014 Norcal Level 3 South 
State Championship competition, in 
Redwood City, on November 22, 2014.

Individual results:
Child A:  Julianna Costa - 5th on 

Vault, 10th All Around
Child D:  Natalie Barbosa - 8th 

onVault, 8th on Floor, 9th on Beam, 
7th All Around

Child F:  Sydney Stimson - 6th 
on Vault, 7th on Beam, 7th on Floor, 
8th All Around

Double Racing Festival
The 3rd Annual Pleasanton Double 

Racing® Festival will be held on 
December 21, 2014.  The Pleasanton 
Double is a Christmas-themed run-
ning event for the entire family that 
showcases the innovative new sport 
of Double Racing® and benefits PPIE 
(Pleasanton Partnerships in Education 
Foundation). 

Pleasanton families and supporters 
of PPIE are encouraged to participate 
in the Pleasanton Double.  It’s a great 
opportunity to train and race in prepara-
tion for the PPIE Run on April 13th. 

Called the Double for short, each 
Double Racing® event is a two-stage 
running challenge. It’s “running with 
a halftime.”  Participants first run the 
longer stage, take a halftime break/
recovery period during which runners 
can ride stationary bikes, stretch, re-
fuel, rehydrate, or simply do anything 
to get themselves ready for the next 
stage. Times are combined for scoring.

Depending on fitness level, the 
Pleasanton Double Racing® Festival 
offers runners three distance options:  A 
15K Double (10K + 5K), a shorter 8K 
Double (5K + 3K) and the 1 ½  Mile 
Kids’ Cup Double (1 Mile + 1/2 Mile). 

Double Racing® was created by 
Bob Anderson, the founder of Runner’s 
World magazine.  The Pleasanton 
Double Racing® Festival will also fea-
ture live music, food, a Santa Runner 
contest, Most Fit Team/Company and 
tons of healthy fun for the entire family.

Event Details & Online Registra-
tion:  www.PleasantonDouble.com. 
Discount code is: PTOWN.

PPIE raises funds to support criti-
cal programs for our students that have 

been threatened in recent years by state 
budget cuts.

Spring Lacrosse
Spring 2015 Registration is now 

open for Livermore Phantom Lacrosse. 
Early bird registration includes a $50 
discount as well as access to fall and 
winter tune-up clinics. See www.
phantomlacrosse.org for more info.

PGSL - Spring 2015 
Registration 

2015 Registration is now open for 
all divisions in the Pleasanton Phantom 
Girls Softball League. All girls living 
in Pleasanton, Dublin or Sunol are 
eligible to play. Visit the PGSL website 
for registration information (www.
pleasantonsoftball.org). Register by 
December 1, 2014 to avoid a late fee. 
For more information, contact PGSL 
Registrar-Kris Jernstedt. Evaluations 
for grades 3-8 will be scheduled for 
early December. Dates, times and 
location TBD. 

LNLL Registration
2015 Livermore National Little 

League walk-in registration will be 
held Sat.,  Dec. 13 from noon to 4 
p.m. at Mt. Mike's Pizza, 2175 First 
St., Livermore. 

Registration open to ages 4 to 15 
before April 30, 2014. Register early so 
the league knows how many teams will 
be needed and to avoid late fee charges.

For more information, go to 
www:livermorenational.com or call 
925-443-5655.

     

Bah Humbug! 5K
The 22nd Annual San Ramon Bah 

Humbug! 5K run and walk will be 
held Dec. 6 in San Ramon. The race 
begins at 9 a.m. 

This year’s Bah Humbug will be 
a chip timed race on the certified 3.1 
mile course. This is a fun, flat, paved 
route beginning at the San Ramon 
Community Center at Central Park, 
12501 Alcosta Blvd. right off the 680 
freeway at Bollinger Canyon Road. 
Participants will receive a holiday 
long-sleeved shirt and the Bah Hum-
bug Ornament.

Race day registration begins at 
7:30am and the race starts at 9am. Reg-
istration is available online at www.
active.com search Bah Humbug, San 
Ramon or on the City of San Ramon 
website www.SanRamon.ca.gov. For 
more information about this event 
call (925) 973-3200 or email parks@
sanramon.ca.gov.

Runners are requested to bring a 
can of food to be donated to the Contra 
Costa County Food Bank to assist those 
in need during the holidays. Canned 
food donations will be collected at the 
registration table.

Costume awards will be given for 
Most Grinch-Like, Best Holiday Spirit, 
and Best Group Theme.

Introducing the Mayor’s Crown, 
which will award the lowest combined 
times of the 2014 Bah Humbug and 

2015 Run San Ramon pre-registered 
5k runner. The Mayor’s Crown winner 
will be recognized at the 2015 Run San 
Ramon event.

Tryouts for 
Firecrackers

Nor Cal Firecrackers 10u team 
just completed a very successful 
Fall season and making plans for the 
coming year.

Tryouts for the 2015 Spring/Sum-
mer season will be held on the dates 
posted below:

Sunday, Nov. 30th: 9:00 am - 10:00 
am pitchers/catchers; 10:00 am - 1:00 
pm all position players

 Weekend of Dec. 6th-7th: 9:00 
am - 10:00 am pitchers/patchers; 10:00 
am - 1:00 pm all position players

Tryouts will be held at Granada 
High School, 400 Wall St., Livermore

Go to www.norcalfirecrackers-
baisdon.com and fill out a try out form. 
Indicate 10U team in the name field 
and dates plan on attending.

Contact Steve Johnston at (925) 
785-2920 or Steve.Johnston@Sharpu-
sa.com for private tryouts and/or 
questions.

LGSA Registration
LGSA: Livermore Girls Softball 

Association welcomes all Livermore 
girls aged 5-18, no experience neces-
sary. Online registration is available 
at LivermoreGirlsSoftball.org. Players 
in 8U through Middle School must 
attend an evaluation on December 6 
or December 13. Visit the website or 
email info@LivermoreGirlsSoftball.
org for more information.

Mavericks Fastpitch 
Mavericks Fastpitch Softball 

program based out of Livermore, is 
scheduling private tryouts for the 2015 
season. Needed are an experienced 
12U pitcher as well as a utility player. 
Winter skills building program begins 
December 2, 2014. Eligible players 
must have a 2002-2003 birthdate. 
To schedule a tryout contact Coach 
Santiago at 650 922-2165 or email to 
mavssoftball121@gmail.com

 

Reed
Plumbing

LIVERMORE, CA

(925) 371-5671
davidreed@dareedplumbing.com

License #601931

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Pleasanton's Foothill High School defeated tenth ranked Antioch High School last 
week,  with a lopsided 54 to 8 victory in the NCS Division 1 football playoffs.  The 
win advanced second seed Foothill to the semifinals this week. They will take on 
third-ranked Pittsburg at 7 p.m. on Sat., Nov. 29 at the Foothill stadium.
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Reserve Our Lovely 
Grounds for Your 

Special Celebration 
or Wedding

(925) 447-8941 
1356 S. Livermore Ave.

Open 7 days a week 
12-4:30pm

Livermore Cinemas
horrible bosses 2 (r)  12:15 1:25 3:05 4:15 6:10 7:05 8:45 9:55 
penguins of madagascar (pg)    12:00 2:25 3:25 4:50 5:50 
          7:15 8:15 9:45
penguins of madagascar (pg)-3d    1:00
mockingjay pt 1 (pg13)-cc  12:45 1:30 3:40 4:20 6:40 7:20 9:30 
mockingjay pt 1 (pg13) -dbox     12:00 2:55 5:50 8:40
big hero 6 (pg)     12:20 1:40 3:00 4:20 5:35 8:15
st. Vincent (pg13)         7:15 9:45 
interstellar (pg13)        1:30 5:30 9:10
dumb and dumber to (pg13)     1:00 3:55 6:50 9:45
fury (r)        12:05 3:25 6:40 9:50
gone girl (r)        12:10 3:35  7:00
december 16:     
the last unicorn  Screening tour with special guest peter S. Beagle

WAREHOUSE 
CLOSEOUT 

SALE
UP TO 65% OFF  
SELECT WINES 

Great for holiday gifts & parties.

Join us for lunch at our new cafe,  
open daily for lunch and  

available for holiday parties.

Garré Winery | 7986 Tesla Rd, Livermore | www.garrewinery.com

By Carol Graham
"I'm going to tell you 

a story about a little boy 
who left a message power-
ful enough to change the 
world," said Scarlett Lewis.  
The boy was her son.

"Jesse loved riding on 
our farm. He was always 
energetic, happy, smiling 
and very confident. Two 
of his favorite toys were 
little army men and yellow 
rubber ducks - showing the 
dichotomy of his personal-
ity. He would put them in 
his Spiderman lunchbox and 
carry them around every-
where, always lining them 
up. He would come home 
from school and kick his 
shoes off. They'd go flying 
everywhere. He would put 
on his camouflage snow 
boots no matter what season 
it was. He'd grab a couple of 
plastic squirt guns, strap on 
his army helmet, and go out 
'on patrol.' He was very pro-
tective, this little army guy." 

On Friday, December 14, 
2012, Jesse would carry out 
his final patrol. At 9:35 a.m., 
five minutes after Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
locked its doors, an angry, 
black-clad gunman blasted 
his way through the glass 
doors, and set about killing 
20 children and six staff 
members before turning his 
gun on himself. 

"Jesse was the little boy 
known for saving nine of his 
friends' lives," Lewis said of 
her six-year-old son. "When 
the gunman entered Jesse's 
classroom he ran out of 
bullets, and in the short de-
lay Jesse stood his ground, 
shouting for his friends to 
run, to run as fast as they 
could, to run now!" 

Nine terrified first graders 
fled the classroom before 
20-year-old Adam Lanza 
reloaded, took aim at Jesse 
and shot him in the forehead. 
Jesse had been trying to pro-
tect Ms. Soto, the teacher he 
had so loved. 

Exactly 23 months later, 
on November 14, 2014, the 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Livermore presented "Heal-
ing Through Compassion 
- a Conversation with Scar-
lett Lewis." Tickets were 
$20 and included a copy of 
Lewis's book, "Nurturing 
Healing Love, a Mother's 
Journey of Hope & Forgive-
ness." 

Part of the book's title 
came directly from Jesse. 

"Whenever anybody 
comes into the house I say, 
'Oh, you have to see the 
chalkboard.' I walk them 
to the kitchen to see Jesse's 
message, 'Norurting Helinn 
Love,' - spelled phonetically 
because he was in first grade 
and literally just learning to 
write," said Lewis. "Those 
words aren't in the vernacu-
lar of a six-year-old. People 
say I must have walked 
around saying that, but I 
didn't." 

Yet Lewis did strive to 
lead by example, and it's 
clear Jesse had a naturally 
and deeply compassionate 
spirit. On the last morn-
ing Lewis saw Jesse off to 
school, she turned to see that 
in the frost on her car, he had 
etched hearts and written "I 
love you" with his fingernail. 

"I thought that was so 
precious, and I knew that 
that was one of life's mo-
ments. I ran to get my phone, 
put him in front of his mes-

sage, and took pictures," said 
Lewis. "I gave him a hug, 
and that was the last time 
that I saw him. I'm so glad 
I was present enough and 
not in too much of a hurry 
to see the message and take 
the picture." 

In her book, Lewis re-
counts many memories of 
Jesse during his life as well 
as extraordinary occurrences 
following his passing. 

Lewis had found Jesse's 
"nurturing healing love" 
message when she went 
home to get Jesse clothes 
for his funeral. Her older 
son, JT, who was 12 at the 
time, came up to her a few 
minutes later with a folded 
piece of paper he had found 
on his desk. It was a note 
from Jesse that read, "Have 
a Lot of fun." 

Lewis had been an in-
vestment banker and bond 
trader, yet a new mission 
began to take form during 
Jesse's memorial. "I got up, 
and said everybody's been 
asking, 'What can we do 
for you?' I said, 'There is 
something you can do: you 
can actively change one 
angry thought a day into a 
loving thought. By doing 
that you will make yourself 
happier; you will positively 
impact those around you; 
and you will make this a 
better world.'" 

With that, the Jesse Lewis 
Choose Love Foundation 
was conceived. 

"I knew immediately 
when I saw Jesse's 'nurtur-
ing healing love' that it was 
a message of comfort for 
his family and friends," said 
Lewis. "Even more than that, 
I knew it was a message of 

inspiration for the world. 
If you look at those three 
words, nurturing means 
loving kindness, healing 
means forgiveness, and love 
is compassion in action. 
This is actually the formula 
for choosing love, in that 
order. It is really a profound 
message." 

From the beginning, 
Lewis believed that the vio-
lence at Sandy Hook began 
with an angry thought in 
the shooter's head. "Anger 
left unchecked can turn into 
rage. We know that rage 
changes us on a cellular level 
- mind, body and spirit," said 
Lewis. "Prolonged rage can 
lead to acts of violence."

Along with talks and 
workshops, Lewis collabo-
rates with educators to im-
plement school-based pro-
grams that will change the 
current culture of violence 
to one of safety, peace and 
compassion. Her mission 
is to help schools imple-
ment Social and Emotional 
Learning (SEL), the process 
through which children and 
adults acquire and apply 
the knowledge, attitudes 
and skills necessary to un-
derstand and manage emo-
tions, feel and show empathy 

for others, set and achieve 
positive goals, establish and 
maintain healthy relation-
ships, and make responsible 
decisions. 

"Social, emotional learn-
ing is emotional intelli-
gence, character values, 
moral awareness, mindful-
ness - it's the golden rule," 
said Lewis. "If your children 
go to a school that has an 
SEL program, you are very 
lucky, because the majority 
of schools don't." 

To learn more about 
Lewis's work, visit www.
jesselewischooselove.org, 
or Like on Facebook. Her 
book, "Nurturing Healing 
Love," is available on Ama-
zon and Barnes & Noble. 

"You cannot choose what 
happens to you, but you can 
always, always choose how 
you react. I have grown 
tremendously in the last 
23 months, not because I 
wanted to, but because I had 
to. If we are here living and 
breathing, we have a pur-
pose. The blessing in tragedy 
is that you come to find the 
meaning of your purpose 
very quickly," said Lewis. 
"I found mine in Jesse's 
chalkboard message."

Out of Tragedy 
Can Come Change

Jesse

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Scarlet Lewis tells her story at a workshop in Livermore.

groups have pledged to raise 
funds for the memorial.

Among the proposed ac-
tions included in the upgrade 
plans are the following: 

Convert the Cemetery's 
roads to one-way and add a 
new loop road to the South 
Hill Dry Creek Garden area 
located at the southern por-
tion of the Cemetery.

Develop new pedestrian 
paths through the historic 
section of the cemetery and 
the expanded South Hill 
Dry Creek Garden and add 
three new gathering areas, 
including a Veteran's Memo-
rial plaza.

Expand the availability of 
burial options.

Councilmember Karla 
Brown wondered if there 
had been research undertak-
en to find a buyer to operate 
the facility.  If it retained in 
city hands, she didn't think 
the city should operate it. 
She noted that there has been 
no controversy over the plan. 
"The numbers are pretty at-
tractive. I hope the city will 
remain open to the idea of 
different management."

Yurchak suggested that 
the city could look at dif-
ferent ways to manage and 
maintain the cemetery.

Mayor Jerry Thorne stat-
ed that he hadn't expected 
the business plan to play out 
in such a positive manner. 
He proposed accelerating 
the project. "It's a great as-
set for the city. The veterans' 
memorial is something that 
we will be very proud of 
having built."

Councilmember Cheryl 
Cook-Kallio called it a beau-
tiful job. "This is something 
that shows we honor our 
history."

Several veterans ad-
dressed the council, urging 
approval of the plan and 
moving forward quickly in 
carrying it out. They liked 
the idea of the memorial as a 
place to visit and remember 
their fallen comrades.

Former councilmember 
Frank Brandes said he was 
concerned about living long 
enough to see the plan be-
come a reality. He pointed 
out that there were various 
ways to fund the project, 
including in lieu funds paid 

by the Auf der Maur project 
or a bond measure.

A member of the com-
mittee, Frank Cappella, 
suggested that the project 
return would be enough to 
pay for the improvements 
and maintain it for years to 
come. He commented that 
the expanded burial sites 
would sell out. The city 
should begin looking for 
another 5 to 10 acres for a 
future cemetery.

The Pleasanton Memo-
rial Gardens was first es-
tablished in 1850 as a non-
endowment cemetery. Many 
of Pleasanton's founding 
pioneers are buried there, 
including Kottinger, Joshua 
and Neal, as are many mili-
tary veterans. In 1882, the 
cemetery was purchased 
by the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows (IOOF), 
Pleasanton Lodge # 225. 
The Lodge was disbanded in 
1999. The IOOF continued 
to operate the cemetery until 
September 2006 when with 
the support of Cemetery 
advocates, the City Council 
exercised an option to pur-
chase the cemetery with an 

understanding that it would 
be maintained consistent 
with Pioneer Cemetery and 
work with the Catholic Fu-
neral and Cemetery Services 
(CFCS) to provide burial 
services for persons who had 
already prepaid for existing 
plots within the Cemetery. 
On June 5, 2007, the cem-
etery's name was changed 
from Pleasanton Memorial 
Gardens to the Pleasanton 
Pioneer Cemetery.

The city has made gen-
eral improvements and con-
ducted a study for surveying 
plot verification and pre-in-
stallation of 202 new vaults 
and 202 cremation niches. 

Consideration of a fund-

MASTER PLAN
(continued from page one)

ing plan will be part of the 
capital improvement plan 
discussion in early 2015.

Crossing project on Camp 
Parks property within the 
City of Dublin.  

There are owls living on 
the Doolan Canyon proper-
ties and on the Camp Parks 
site. The developer cannot 
physically move the owls 
from Camp Parks to Doolan 
Canyon, nor can construc-
tion begin until the owls 
come out of their burrows.  
It is anticipated they  would 
move once construction 
begins.  

Livermore purchased 
the Doolan properties in 
2009 and 2013 for just un-
der $10,000 per acre. The 
purchase price for the bur-
rowing owl mitigation is 
$12,000/acre ($2,136,000) 
and includes the costs nec-
essary to conduct biological 
assessments, and create both 
a management plan and an 
endowment.  

 Livermore can use the 
revenue from sale of the 
easements to acquire addi-
tional open space.

 Mayor John Marchand 
asked if the money could be 
used to provide water to the 
canyon residents for health 
and safety reason. It would 
help to promote agriculture.

Stephan Kiefer, Commu-
nity and Economic Develop-
ment Director, stated that 
there would have to be an 
identified public benefit. In 
addition, an easement would 
be required so that properties 
could not be subdivided.

Within the remaining 
12 acres, a segment of Cot-
tonwood Creek located on 
the Doolan properties likely 
contains riparian and/or 
California Tiger Salaman-
der mitigation value and 
will not be included within 
the proposed conservation 
easement.  

The endowment will be 
held by a qualified third 
party to ensure management 
is covered by the interest 
earned on the endowment.  

The sole funding source 
for the city’s acquisition 
of the southern 107-acre 
property came from the Al-
tamont Landfill Open Space 
Account in the amount of 
$1,040,000. 

NEW HOTEL
The council approved 

demolition of a 60 room 
Comfort Inn Hotel located 
adjacent to Costco in North 
Livermore. In its place a new 
108 room Home 2 Suites, 
Hilton brand hotel. The site 
was rezoned from planned 
development to highway 
service commercial.

Councilmember Stewart 
Gary commented, “Thank 
you for interest in investing 
in Livermore and growing 
hotel rooms, which we do 
need.”

HABITAT
(continued from page one)



Nancy Ellen 
Dyer Shelton

A memorial service is 
pending for long-time Pleas-
anton resident Nancy El-
len Dyer Shelton who died 
November 16, 2014 at the 
age of 83.

She and her husband, 
Donald, 
h a v e 
lived in 
P l e a s -
a n t o n 
s i n c e 
1967.

Nan-
cy was 
b o r n 

June 27, 1931 in Salinas to 
Flo and Maurice Dyer.  She 
graduated from Salinas High 
School in 1949 and then UC 
Santa Barbara with a degree 
in Art in 1953.  After mov-
ing to San Francisco, she 
worked at the Emporium as 
an assistant buyer and also 
for Pacific Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. as a service 
representative. 

She met Donald Shelton 
in 1958 and they married in 
1959. They lived in Oakland 
for a year, then San Lorenzo 
where they began raising 
their girls Donna, Cathy, 
and Sarah.  In 1967 the 
family moved to Pleasanton 
where Nancy was mainly a 
homemaker, while holding 
occasional part-time jobs 
in retail and the American 
Red Cross.

She volunteered at Val-
leyCare Medical Center as 
member of the auxiliary for 
many years.  The family 
enjoyed water skiing, their 
cabin in Arnold and cross 
country skiing.  Nancy also 
loved to swim, hike, and 
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Obituary/ 
Memoriam Policies

Obituaries are published in The Independent at 
no charge. There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed in 
The Independent when families want to honor the 

memories of their loved ones. There is a charge for 
memoriam ads,based on the size of the ad. 

Please send an email to  
editmail@compuserve.com

enjoyed movies, musicals 
and plays, reading, sewing, 
crafts, and snorkeling in 
Hawaii. 

Nancy was a member of 
Centerpointe Presbyterian 
Church where she served 
as a Deacon and enjoyed 
playing in the bell choir.   
She had close friendships 
with women in her weekly 
Bible study group and en-
joyed keeping in touch with 
friends from high school and 
college. 

She  i s  surv ived  by 
her husband of 55 years, 
Don; her daughters Donna 
Dean (Gene), Cathy Walsh 
(Mark), and Sarah Shelton 
in addition to grandchildren 
Jessica, Justin, John, Col-
leen, and five great-grand-
children.

A private family burial 
will be held Dec. 2 at the 
National Cemetery in Dixon. 
Arrangements for a memo-
rial service at Centerpointe 
are pending after the New 
Year.

The family prefers con-
tributions in her memory 
Hope Hospice, 6377 Clark 
Ave., Suite 100, Dublin, CA 
94568. 

Barbara Judith Foudy
Dec. 7, 1942 - Nov. 21, 2014
Resident of Livermore

On the first anniversary 
of Pearl Harbor, Barbara 
Judith Kinavey came into 
the world and brought a rare 
sense of joy and peace to 
James and Adele, at a time 
when joy and peace were 
difficult to find.  This gift 
continued to present itself 
throughout her 71 years, in 
spite of a battle with multiple 
sclerosis that she endured 

for the better half of her life.  
Barbara was born in San 
Francisco, the oldest of six 
children.  As a child the fam-
ily moved to Sonoma, Cali-
fornia where Barbara spent 
her formative years.  She re-
turned to San Francisco and 
attended Star of the Sea High 
School.  In 1960, Barbara 
graduated from high school 
and began working at the 
French Hospital.  In 1965, 
she married the love of her 
life, Vince Foudy and moved 
to Livermore, California.   
She worked at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory as an administrative 
assistant, and then chose to 
start a family.  Barbara and 
Vince raised four children, 
Jim, Colleen, John and Bar-
bara Ann (Barbara Ann, so 
named after Barbara and her 
sister-in-law, Ann Foudy).  

In 1965, Barbara and 
Vince Foudy joined a small 
group of people who sup-
ported and began the St. 
Charles Catholic commu-
nity.  The first services were 
held at the Vine Theater in 
Livermore.  At that time, 
the parishioners created 
the motto:  “Not a place 
where, but a people who.”  
Although the community 
moved to a permanent fa-
cility in 1968, this mission 
statement has endured for 
50 years.  

As the children grew 

up, Barbara was the self-
proclaimed: “Chief Chef and 
Bottle Washer” of the Foudy 
Household.   She prepared 
every evening meal, which 
began with a prayer.  And 
every night, she tucked the 
four children into bed and 
sang each a song, which 
reflected on the day and of-
fered evening prayers.  As 
soon as the children were 
old enough, Barbara taught 
sewing and cooking classes 
in the Livermore 4-H pro-
gram.  Judging by life paths, 
cooking may have been 
her stronger suit.  All four 
children love to cook!  Col-
leen has taught each of her 
children the joy of cooking 
and has brought cooking to 
the pre-school in which she 
works.  Barbara Ann has 
been trained at the Culinary 
Institute of America in New 
York and continues to in-
spire cooking with her fam-
ily, friends and professional 

colleagues.  John and Jim 
both enjoy cooking with and 
for their families as often as 
possible.  

As multiple sclerosis ad-
vanced, Barbara continued 
to be as active as possible.  
She gardened and partici-
pated in the community and 
remained an active member 
of the St. Charles com-
munity.  When she became 
non-ambulatory, Barbara 
continued to share her rare 
sense of joy and peace.  She 
demonstrated long-suffering 
and greeted each person who 
worked with her with kind-
ness and patience.  Her sense 
of humor persisted through-
out her life.  On November 
21st, a couple weeks shy of 
her 72nd birthday, Barbara 
went home to the Lord.  Bar-
bara will live on in the lives 
that were fortunate to have 
known her.    We miss you 
Barb, Mom and friend.

Barbara is survived by 

her husband Vince, sisters-
in-law Ann Foudy, Carol 
Foudy, Cynthia Kinavey and 
Sherry Kinavey, brother-in-
law Bill Foudy, four children 
and their spouses Jim and 
Alison Foudy, Colleen and 
Phillip Chantnacran, John 
and Jennifer Foudy and 
Barbara Ann and Marlin 
McMonigal, her siblings 
Marianne Newman, John 
and Jean Kinavey, and 14 
grandchildren:  Austin, Mar-
cus, Kenny, Cody, Rebecca, 
Anna, Madeline, Phillip, Da-
vid, Joshua, Grace, Judah, 
Matthew and Aila.  

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial gifts may be offered 
in Barbara’s name to Hope 
Hospice, 6377 Clark Ave. 
#100, Dublin, CA 94568 
or St. Charles Borromeo 
c/o Social Concerns, 1315 
Lomitas Ave., Livermore, 
CA 94550.  

Holy Angels FD1974; 
(925) 455-9696
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120 Spring St, Pleasanton, CA 94566
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Covered California
The open enrollment period 

for Covered California runs 
through February 15, 2015.  Axis 
Community Health will give a 
free presentation of Covered 
California, the online “market-
place” that makes it simple and 
affordable to purchase quality 
health insurance, on Saturday, 
December 6, 2014 at 2:00pm, at 
the Civic Center Library, 1188 
S. Livermore Avenue, and again 
on Monday, December 15, 2014 
at 6:30pm, at the Rincon Branch 
Library, 725 Rincon Avenue.     

Attendees will learn how 
they may be eligible to receive 
financial assistance to pay for 
health insurance plans, or for 
free coverage through Medi-Cal.

Axis Community Health 
provides quality, affordable 
medical, mental health, and 
substance abuse services that 
promote the well-being of all 
members of the community.  A 
non-profit organization founded 
in 1972, Axis Community Health 
provides services for 14,000 
local residents.  In the last year, 
Tri-Valley residents made more 
than 115,000 visits to one of their 
five locations. 

Axis Community Health is 
recognized by Covered Califor-
nia as a Certified Enrollment En-
tity.  This organization has eight 
Certified Enrollment Counselors 
who have undergone training 
to help individuals navigate the 
new system.  For more infor-
mation about Axis Community 

Health, call 925-462-1755 or 
visit www.axishealth.org.

To learn more about addi-
tional library events, visit www.
livermorelibrary.net. 

Program on Dementia
Heritage Estates and Profes-

sional Healthcare At Home are 
sponsoring a class on Quality 
Of Life for a Loved One with 
Dementia.  It will be presented 
by Professional Healthcare At 
Home.  on Saturday, December 
13, 2014, from 9:00 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m.

Caring for one with dementia 
can be stressful and emotional.  
As their cognition and physical 
changes increase, the demands 
on Caregivers become elevated.  
Seeking help and support along 
the way is very necessary.  This 
class will provide those attend-
ing with strategies so that family 
members can experience the 
journey with their loved one in 
a calm environment.

Call Heritage Estates to 
RSVP at 373-3636; 850 East 
Stanley Blvd., Livermore.

Chief Joseph Trail
Armchair Travelers, a 

monthly program, will take 
place at the Livermore Public 
Library Civic Center on Thurs., 
Dec. 11 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Marilyn Russell will present a 
a slide show of her journey on 
the Chief Joseph Trail Ride. The 
Chief Joseph Trail Ride com-
memorates the 1,300-mile flight 

of the Nez Perce (Niimiipuu) 
people from Joseph, Oregon, to 
the Bear Paw Battlefield in Mon-
tana from May to October 1877. 
Chief Joseph and other great 
leaders led 800 men, women 
and children in addition to 2,000 
Appaloosa horses, battling the 
United States Army all the way.

The Appaloosa Horse Club 
has followed a 100-mile sec-
tion of this historic trail every 
summer for the past 45 years. 
It takes 13 years for riders to 
complete a cycle. The riders 
must own or lease a registered 
Appaloosa horse.

Adults are invited to this free 
program on the second Thursday 
of each month in the Community 
Meeting Rooms of the Civic 
Center Library, 1188 S. Liver-
more Avenue, Livermore.  For 
additional information please 
call 925 373-5500.

Post-Holiday Walk
A Post-Holiday Walk will 

be led by the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District 
ranger staff on Sat., Nov. 29. 
Meet Ranger Darren Segur at 10 
a.m. at Sycamore Grove Park, 
5049 Arroyo Road. 

The key to enjoying the 
holidays is to pace yourself – 
and after filling up from food 
on Thanksgiving, it’s time to 
reboot with a walk in the wild. 
Join this three-mile wander to 
burn off calories and concerns 
in preparation for Round Two of 
the holidays next month. Bring 

water, binoculars and a camera 
if you like.

There is a $5 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. A $3 
donation is requested to help 
support the programs unless 
other fees are specified. Partici-
pants may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

In other nature news, Syca-
more Grove Park 2015 calendars 
and parking passes are available 
for purchase. This marks the 
seventh year for the Sycamore 
Grove calendar, which features 
photos taken by LARPD park 
rangers. The 2015 calendar 
shows the park’s beauty with 
photos of hawks, trees, birds 
and bees. To purchase Sycamore 
Grove calendars or parking 
passes, call 925-373-5700 or 
stop by the Robert Livermore 
Community Center at 4444 
East Ave.

Two Teachers Win
Lisa Wilson won $587 in 

DonorsChoose.org funding as 
part of The Horace Mann Com-
panies’  $25K DonorsChoose.
org Giveaway. As part of its 
American Education Week of 
Adventure, the insurance com-
pany Founded by Educators for 
Educators is funding $5,000 
in DonorsChoose.org projects 
each day. Wilson’s project, “A 
Mouse with No Tail,” includes 
33 wireless mice.

“My students will be able 
to use the wireless "mice" right 

away,” Wilson, a fourth grade 
teacher at Arroyo Seco Elemen-
tary School, in her project post. 
“Every student has access to a 
laptop computer or Chrome-
book during the school day. A 
wireless mouse would make it 
easier for the student to use the 
technology, since the trackpad 
is often difficult for small hands 
to navigate.”

Heather Smith won $235 in 
DonorsChoose.org funding as 
part of The Horace Mann Com-
panies’ $25K DonorsChoose.
org Giveaway.   

“By having enough re-
sources (calculators) for each 
individual, it will enhance the 
students' ability and access 
to learning,” Smith, a teacher 
at Livermore Valley Charter 
School in Livermore, Califor-
nia, wrote in her project post. 
“Currently my students have to 
share, and there ends up being 
lag time while they are waiting 
which can lead to disruptions 
and a lack of focus”

Local Horace Mann agent 
Vanessa DeGuzman stated, “It 
is great to see Mrs. Wilson’s 
project be completed,” says. 
“DonorsChoose.org allows 
teachers to get the necessary 
tools for their classroom without 
impacting the school’s budget or 
their own budget.”

 Horace Mann partnered with 
DonorsChoose.org, a website 
that helps connect teachers 
with donors, in 2011 and has 
since donated more than $2.5 
million dollars.  

Hall of Fame 
Nominations

The deadline for nomina-
tions to the Alameda County 
Women’s Hall of Fame has been 
extended to Friday, December 
19.  The program honors out-
standing women from the com-
munity each year at a luncheon 
and awards ceremony that raises 
funds for noteworthy causes 
including a Youth Scholarship 
Fund.

The 22nd Annual Alameda 
County Women’s Hall of Fame 
luncheon and awards ceremony 
will be held Saturday, March 21, 
2015, at the Greek Orthodox 
Cathedral on Lincoln Avenue 
in Oakland.  The event will be 
hosted by the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors and the 
Alameda County Commission 
on the Status of Women.

Nominations are now be-
ing accepted for outstanding 
women in 12 categories: Busi-
ness and Professions; Com-
munity Service; Culture and 
Art; Education; Environment; 
Health; Justice; Non-Traditional 
Careers; Science, Technology, 
Engineering; Sports and Athlet-
ics; Philanthropy and Youth.

The deadline to submit nomi-
nations is December 19, 2014.

The program raises money 
for local charities addressing 
issues affecting women and 
children. 

Visit website at http://www.
acgov.org/cao/halloffame/ to 
submit an online nomination or 
to obtain more information, or 
call (510) 272-6984.

 

Heavy traffic is expected for Black Friday weekend at 
the Premium Outlets in Livermore

The Livermore Police Department wants to remind the 
community to expect traffic delays on the roadways sur-
rounding the Premium Outlets located on W. Jack London 
Blvd. at El Charro Road. It is anticipated that there will be 
a large volume of shoppers patronizing the outlets from 
opening and throughout the weekend. Parking will be more 
limited this year due to construction at the Premium Outlets.

Traffic on I-580 near the Premium Outlets will likely 
be very heavy throughout the Black Friday weekend. The 
Police Department urges community members who plan to 
visit the Premium Outlets to plan for delays in getting to 
the outlets. In addition to taking the El Charro Road exit 
from I580, shoppers can also access the Outlets by taking 
the Isabel Avenue exit from I580, traveling south on Isabel, 
and turning west onto Jack London Blvd.

The Livermore Police Department also wants to remind 
shoppers to secure their vehicles while they are shopping. 
Try not to leave valuables in vehicles, and if left, secure 
the items in the trunk or out of sight.

The Livermore Police Department will have additional 
staffing working throughout the holidays at the Premium 
Outlets to keep traffic flowing efficiently and to provide 
security to the outlets and the parking lots.

 

As part of its continuing effort to improve the qual-
ity of life in the communities it serves, California Water 
Service Company (Cal Water) donated $11,500 to local 
charities through the company’s “Operation Gobble” 
program to help make the holiday season better for those 
in need.

On Friday, Cal Water presented contributions to the 
Open Heart Kitchen, Haven Food Pantry, the Livermore 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner fund, and to additional 
service organizations to help supply holiday meals.

According to Cal Water Livermore District Manager 
Frank Vallejo, Operation Gobble donations do not come 

from water rates, but from the company’s shareholders.
“Cal Water is committed to being a good corporate 

citizen and improving the quality of life in our communi-
ty,” Vallejo said. “Through Operation Gobble, we and our 
shareholders hope to make the holidays a little brighter 
for our residents.”

Cal Water serves about 55,800 people through 18,800 
service connections in Livermore. The company has 
provided water service in the area since 1927.  Additional 
information may be obtained online at www.calwater.
com.     

Heavy Traffic Expected 
Near Premium Outlets

Cal Water Sponsors Operation Gobble

The League of American Bicyclists has recognized 
Pleasanton, with a Bronze Bicycle Friendly Community 
(BFBSM) award, joining more than 325 communities 
from across the country. 

The Bronze BFC award recognizes Pleasanton’s com-
mitment to improving conditions for bicycling through 
investment in bicycling promotion, education programs, 
infrastructure and pro-bicycling policies.

“Working in tandeam with the City’s Bicycle, Pe-
destrian and Trails Committee, we met some significant 
goals such as installing bicycle detection systems in 
traffic signals, expanding miles of new bicycle lanes 

throughout city streets, and working hard to promote 
bicycle ridership throughout the city,” notes Pleasanton 
City Manager Nelson Fialho. 

The BFC program is revolutionizing the way com-
munities evaluate their quality of life, sustainability 
and transportation networks, while allowing them to 
benchmark their progress toward improving their bicycle-
friendliness.   

The BFC program provides a roadmap to building a 
Bicycle Friendly Community and the application itself 
has become a rigorous and an educational tool in itself. 

To apply or learn more about the BFC program, visit 
bikeleague.org/community.

Pleasanton a Bicycle Friendly Community
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL NOTICES 
 Call  925-243-8000                                              

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 497287-90

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1) Republic 
Document Management (2) 
RDM (3) RDM North (4) RDM 
North, LLC, 11750 Dublin 
Blvd., Ste. 100, Dublin, CA 
94568, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Republic Document Manage-
ment North, LLC, 11750 Dub-
lin Blvd., Ste. 100, Dublin, 
CA 94568
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Michael P. Callan, Man-

ager
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 17, 2014. Expires 
October 17, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3710.  Published  November 
6, 13, 20, 27, 2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 497715
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Peterson 
Automotive & Tire, 3985 
First Street, Suite Q, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
(1)Christian Alexander Wil-
liam Peterson (2)Courtney 
Lynne Andrade Peterson, 
4809 English Oaks Court, 
Tracy, CA 95377
This business is conducted 
by a General partnership
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 

name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Courtney L. A. Peterson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 28, 2014. Expires 
October 28, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3711.  Published  November 
13, 20, 27, December 4, 
2014.

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 OF USE OF 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME
FILE NO. 480524

The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use of 
the Fictitious Business Name: 
Coffee Tea Superstore, 2142 
Rheem Dr. Suite #C, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588.
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on 07/15/2013 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 

BizBreak Services, Inc., 2142 
Rheem Dr. Suite #C, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588
This business was conducted 
by: BizBreak Services, Inc.
Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Kenneth Rhodes, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 7, 2014. 
Expires November 7, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3712. Published November 
13, 20, 27, December 4, 
2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 498061-62

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1)Coffee Tea 
Superstore (2)Coffee Tea 
Distributors, 2150 Rheem 
Drive, Suite C, Pleasan-
ton, CA 94588, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Coffee Tea Distributors, Inc., 

2150 Rheem Drive, Suite C, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Kenneth Rhodes, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 7, 2014. 
Expires November 7, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3713.  Published  November 
13, 20, 27, December 4, 
2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 498088
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: Mike’s 
AeroClassics, Inc., 311 W. 
Jack London Blvd. #4, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 

owner(s):
Mike’s AeroClassics, Inc., 
311 W. Jack London Blvd. #4, 
Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on 10/31/14.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Michael Flagella, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 10, 2014. Ex-
pires November 10, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3714.  Published  November 
13, 20, 27, December 4, 
2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 497769
The fol lowing person(s) 
doing business as: Shev-
dogg Brewery, 1318 North 
P Street,  Livermore, CA 
94550, is hereby registered 

by the following owner(s):
(1)Travis Doggett, 1318 
North P Street, Livermore, 
CA 94550 (2)Ryan Shevlin, 
876 South I Street, Livemore, 
CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by a Co-partners
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Travis Doggett, Partner
:s/: Ryan Shevlin, Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 29, 2014. Expires 
October 29, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3715.  Published  November 
13, 20, 27, December 4, 2014

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 497655
The following person(s) doing 
business as: M_Line Con-
struction, 8332 Creekside 

Drive,  Dublin, CA 94568, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Keivan Abidi, 8332 Creekside 
Drive, Dublin, CA 94568 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Keivan Abidi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 27, 2014. Expires 
October 27, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3716.  Published  November 
20, 27, December 4, 11, 2014

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 498054
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Pristine Pools 
Complete Pool Maintenance 
and Repair, 3985 First St. 
Suite M, Livermore, CA 

Being Thankful for 
The Little Things

Last year, the strong win-
ter chill moved the Mount 
Diablo Beacon Lighting 
Ceremony down from the 
mountain’s summit.  The 
same concerns of ice atop 
Mount Diablo and for the 
comfort of those in atten-
dance, particularly local 
Pearl Harbor Survivors, will 
keep the Lighting Ceremony 
at the Cal State East Bay 
campus in Concord again 
this year.  Everyone will 
be able to see both the cer-
emony and lighting from the 
campus as well as up close 
footage of the Beacon from 
the summit.

The public ceremony 
honors those who served at 
Pearl Harbor and celebrates 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

The holidays got underway last week with a variety of events. In the top photo, 
shoppers braved the rain to snag bargains during Earlier Than the Bird in downtown 
Livermore. The middle photo features Holiday Spirit Stroll participants sporing festive 
glasses. The event was hosted by the Pleasanton Downtown Association. In the 
bottom photo, Marilyn Avenue School in Livermore prepared a Thanksgiving feast. 

moved due to the mountain 
top’s devilish winter weather 
over the last 50 odd years.  
The Survivors remain un-
daunted and from sunset on 
Sunday, December 7th, to 
sunrise the next morning, the 
restored Beacon will shine 
brightly in memory of their 
sunken shipmates.

“We are grateful to have 
been involved in the resto-
ration of this historic sym-
bol of freedom,” said Ron 
Brown, Executive Direc-
tor of Save Mount Diablo.  
“Its restoration ensures the 
memory of those who lost 
their lives on that historic 
day will continue to live on.”

The ceremony will be 

held in the Oak Room of 
the Library Building at the 
California State East Bay 
Concord Campus, 4700 
Ygnacio Valley Road, Con-
cord, CA  94521. Directions: 
http://goo.gl/maps/jXhcW.

Save Mount Diablo, the 
Sons & Daughters of Pearl 
Harbor Survivors Asso-
ciation and California State 
Parks will light the “Eye of 
Diablo," Mount Diablo’s 
Beacon, 

For more information 
about the Beacon Light-
ing Ceremony visit  www.
savemountdiablo.org/activi-
ties_events_beacon.html or 
contact Save Mount Diablo's 
office at (925) 947-3535

 

by Laura Ness
As we celebrate 

Thanksgiving and all that it 
signifies, it’s good to reflect 
back on the year and the 
moments and people who 
have contributed to the rich 
mosaic that is our life’s 
tapestry. 

An outstanding article 
in New Mexico Magazine 
(October issue, just getting 
around to it) talked about 
weaving and the integral 
role it plays in the lives of 
the Navajo, from raising 
the special sheep to dye-
ing the wool with locally 
sourced plant pigments to 
creating masterpieces that 
have become serious col-
lectibles for decades. Sadly, 
for all its import to previ-
ous generations, weaving is 
in peril of becoming a lost 
art, due to the lack of inter-
est on the part of today’s 
Navajo youth. 

This reminded me how 
traditions can slowly be 
spun out of control, until 
they bear little resemblance 
to the roots of origin. Kin-
da like the way America’s 
big box retailers have 
strangled the meaningful 
essence out of Thanksgiv-
ing and turned it into a 
brazen, holiday-defying, 
wallet-emptying ploy.

Respond by patronizing 
your local small busi-
nesses. There are a lot to 
choose from, considering 
Livermore and Pleasan-
ton are just chock full of 
unique shops, not to men-
tion wineries.

Here are some of the fun 
new items you might want 
to add to your holiday table 
or give to a friend or loved 
one as you give thanks 
together for all the things 
that make your life special. 
I love the idea of creating 
a “Live A Little More” gift 
basket. Here are some of 
the locally sourced items 
I’d put in it:

Caddis 2012 Bar-
bera, brand new release, 
available for tasting and 
purchase Dec 6 & 7. 
Winemaker Chris Sorenson 
describes this as having 
just the right amount of 
cherry, raspberry, blueberry 
and just a hint of vanilla. 
Because of its low tannin 
and higher acidity, he sug-
gests it will be the perfect 
wine to pair with any 
holiday feast.

Cheese Therapy Gift 
Boxes: Teri Tith Concan-
non and Denise Garcia 
have put together two 
special packages for 
holiday gift giving. After 
all, cheese is the perfect 
hostess gift, because no 
cooking is necessary.  Just 
open the box and serve. 
They have two sizes. The 
large box contains a cute 
serving knife, mission fig 
jam, pistachios and three 
gorgeous cheeses, $28 plus 
tax. The smaller “therapy” 
box contains cheeses only, 
and is $22 plus tax. The 
boxes, which are adorably 
tied with a bow, can be pre-
ordered on the cheesethera-
py.com website and picked 
up at Retzlaff Winery. 

Teri’s Mom has also 
made some lovely balsa 
wood ornaments that can 
serve as gift certificates in 
$5 denominations. chees-
etherapytruck.com

2013 Enoteca Five 
“Judy” Rose, is a red wine 
lovers rose if there ever 
was one. Made from all 
five Bordeaux grapes, this 
will make even fervent rose 
haters do a double take. 
Don’t be surprised if they 
ask for another glass! An-
other outstanding standup 
performer for a meal with 
a million flavors. Get some 
at Swirl or First Street 
Wine Company.

The new 2011 Rodrigue 
Molyneaux “La Bocage” 
Bordeaux Blend, is a fine 
combination of three vari-
etals that Livermore does 
most proudly.  Made from 
50% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
and 25% each of Cabernet 
Franc and Petit Verdot, 
and aged for 18 months in 
French and American oak, 
this wine is quite youth-
ful and still a bit tight, yet 
it can be enjoyed with an 
hour’s worth of decant-
ing or running through the 
Venturi. Notes of cedar box 
and pine, smooth tobacco, 
saddle leather, a hint of 
juniper, fennel and dill. 
Flavors are black cherries, 
red currants, basil, grilled 
fennel, olive tapenade and 
spice box. “La Bocage” 
translates into “The Grove” 
in French, and is available 
for $34.

The new Cranberry 
Pear and Thai Lemongrass 
balsamics from Susan Her-
manson at Victorine Valley 
Farms shop in Blacksmith 
Square are splendid gifts 
for foodies, yourself 
included. Simply outstand-
ingly yummy flavors, the 
former being ideal to dress 
up a winter pear, persim-
mon and arugula salad 
topped with pomegranate 
seeds or dried cranberries. 
You could sautee the pears 
in this first, with a touch of 
Victorine’s Blood orange 
or Persian lime olive oil.   

I’ve also done a mar-
velous stir fry of shaved 
brussel sprouts, fennel 
and white onion with the 
Cranberry Pear. You could 
add some golden pepper 
for color.

Still one of my all-time 
fall/winter balsamics is the 
Maple, which turns roasted 
pork, yams and sweet 
potatoes into something 
otherworldly. Put it in 
crème fraiche and top off 
butternut squash or carrot 
soup in style. Susan also 
has adorable olive bowls, 
the perfect hostess gift. 
Blacksmith Square.

2012 La Rochelle Pinot 
Meunier, the most deli-
cious way to say, “I love 
Thanksgiving fare!” Get 
some before it’s all gone, 
and when it’s gone, that’s 
it. Finito. You might want 
to snag some of the nearly 
sold out 2012 La Rochelle 
Sleepy Hollow Pinot, too. 
Remember, La Rochelle 
wings its way northward as 
of January 1, 2015.

2012 Nottingham Cel-
lars Chardonnay, drinking 
like liquid love right now. 
Ideal for people who like it 
just a little rich. Flavors of 
buttery pears and creamy 
puff pastry filled with 
apricots and cream cheese. 
Reminds me of a dreamy 
white Cadillac convertible 
with tan interior driven by 
a white-gloved blonde with 

a cream colored scarf in 
her hair.

Mike Eckert’s deli-
cious new beverage from 
Artisan Spirits, “Orange 
Spice Liqueur,” will be 
available the day after 
Thanksgiving. People have 
been waiting for a year for 
this baby. They will dance 
with delight when they are 
finally able to enjoy it as an 
after dinner digestif. Bring 
on the pumpkin pie and the 
pecan tartlets. His vodka is 
pretty awesome, too.

Thanksgiving Weekend 
Special Tastings:

Thomas Coyne holds a 
Fall Open House Nov 28 
– 30, and will be releasing 
their 2012 Petit Verdot. 

Eckert Estate invites 
you to bottle your own 
wine, this time a blend 
of 50% Grenache, 50% 
Tempranillo. Eckert’s 
distillery, Artisan Spirits, 
will offer new releases of 
Raspberry Rapture, Vodka 
and Orange Spice Liqueur 
(aka. Holiday in a Glass), 
plus brandy barrel tasting. 
Nov 28. 29 & 30 12pm - 
5pm. Both at 5963 Graham 
Court, Suite D, Livermore.

La Rochelle will be 
tasting the following wines 
as part of the Thanksgiving 
Flight, available through 
November 30th: 2010 
Blanc de Noir, McIntyre 
Vineyard, Santa Lucia 
Highlands $45; 2011 Char-
donnay, Dutton Ranch-Mo-
relli Lane, Russian River 
$45; 2010 Pinot Noir, 
Donum Estate Vineyard, 
Carneros $65

2011 Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Ghielmetti Vineyard, 
Livermore Valley $65.  $10 
club members / $25 gen-
eral public. Reserve Room 
Tasting available weekends 
only

Cuda Ridge Wines will 
offer a special tasting of 
the 2005 Cuda Amis' (port-
style wine), along with 
annual traditions like Bill's 
Portuguese Kale Soup, 
Andy's Candy's Toffee, 
Mama Dino's holiday crafts 
and Avery Designs painted 
wine glasses. Santa Claus 
will greet you at the door 
and Tim Gomes will play 
traditional holiday classics. 

Eagle Ridge is having a 
big “Clear the Cellar Sale,” 
with specials on their Pinot 
Grigio, Zinfandel and 
Petite Sirah.

Retzlaff is offering a 
special on its Sunshine 
port: buy 5 and get 6. 
They’re now open daily, 
12 – 4:30. Hooray! Tel: 
925-447-8941

the rejuvenated Beacon that 
will shine in their memory.  
Everyone is invited to at-
tend the ceremony in the 
Oak Room of the Library 
at the Concord Campus of 
California State East Bay 
and watch our local Pearl 
Harbor Survivors light the 
Beacon to shine for this one 
night of the year.

A commemorative sym-
bol of those who lost their 
lives at Pearl Harbor, the 
Beacon is relit by Survivors 
each year in a ceremony 
attended by their families 
and the public. Although the 
ceremony has been held at 
the Summit Building, this is 
not the first time it has been 

Annual Ceremony Lights Beacon on Mt. Diablo
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Brad Slabaugh 
ReaLtoR®, cRs, 
GRi, sRes, cDPe
(925) 997-4905
homes@bradslabaugh.com

CalBRE#01347388

Visit Brad at www.tri-valleyrealestate.com
Accord

1126 Big Basin Road, Livermore 
Perfect location for this 4 bdrm/3 full ba home! 2141 sq.ft. (approx) 
Full bdrm/ba downstairs! “Great Room concept” w/ open kitchen. 

separate fam/living rooms and formal dining room too!
Higher ceilings galore & light/bright floorplan. Offered at $715K

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4 PM
For more property details, visit www.1126BigBasinRd.com

94551, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Pristine Pools, Inc., 3985 
First St. Suite M, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/7/14.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Matthew K. Vieira, 
      President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 7, 2014. 
Expires November 7, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3717.  Published  November 
20, 27, December 4, 11, 
2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 498366-7

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1)MAP Guitars 
(2)Livermore Guitar Labs, 
2127 South Vasco Rd, Suite 
E, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mike Peterson, 912 Loyola 
Way, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 11/1/2012.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Mike Peterson
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 18, 2014. Ex-
pires November 18, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3718.  Published  November 
27, December 4, 11, 18, 
2014.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 498206
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Value Auto 
Sales, 6990 Village Parkway, 
Suite 208,  Dublin, CA 94568, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Cleve R. Brown, 483 Kens-
ington Common, Livermore, 
CA 94551 
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Cleve R. Brown
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 13, 2014. Ex-
pires November 13, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3719.  Published  November 
27, December 4, 11, 18, 2014

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 498019
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Harrah’s The-
atre Equipment Company, 
2468 Genoa Highlands Drive, 
Genoa, NV 89411, is hereby 
registered by the following 

owner(s):
Harrah’s Amusements Inc, 
2468 Genoa Highlands Drive, 
Genoa, NV 89411
This business is conducted 
by a Coporation
The registrant began to 
transact business using the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 1984.
Signature of Registrants
:s/: Jerald L. Harrah, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 6, 2014. 
Expires November 6, 2019.
The Independent Legal No. 
3720.  Published  November 
27, December 4, 11, 18, 
2014.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend: 
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Animal 
Rescue, offers animals for 
adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, dogs are 
available at the Pleasanton 
Farmers Market at W. An-
gela and First Streets. Two 
locations will showcase cats 
only: Petsmart in Dublin from 
12:00 to 4:00 and the Pet 
Extreme in Livermore from 
12:00 to 4:00. On Sundays, 
cats are available at Petsmart 
in Dublin from 1:00 to 4:00, 
and Pet Extreme in Livermore 
from 12:00 to 4:00. For more 
information, call Terry at 
(925)487-7279 or visit our 
website at www.tvar.org
FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

EMPLOYMENT
65) HELP WANTED

SALES ASSOCIATES  
Part Time

Our prestigious Interna-
tional Cosmetics Company 
has exceptional career op-
portunities available in our: 

Livermore Premium 
Outlets Store

The professionals we seek  
must be highly motivated, 
energetic, poised, with 1 
year retail sales/manage-
ment experience and a 
talent for providing the 
highest level of customer 
service.

We offer a highly  competi-
tive salary, as well as the 
opportunity to become part 
of one of the world’s lead-
ing cosmetics companies.

Apply In Person: 
Livermore Premium Out-
lets, 2974 Livermore Out-
lets Dr, Livermore, CA 
94551, or fax resume to: 
212-748-1651 or E-mail: 
Resumes@cosmetic-
scompanystore.com.

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

MERCHANDISE
115) ESTATE/ GARAGE/ 
YARD SALES

ESTATE SALE

3274 Derby Court
Livermore

Saturday 11/29
10:00AM - 4:00PM

Quality Furniture, 
Outdoor furniture, 
Household items, 

Accessories & Clothing

118) FREE SECTION

FREE
CODE 100 N/S 

H-O TRACK AND 
TURNOUTS

(925)447-2142

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE
157) HOUSE/CONDO/
DUPLEX/APT RENTAL

LOOKING FOR 
ROOM TO RENT

(925)278-9037
Female
Single

Non-Smoker
Relocating from Nigeria

Inland Valley 
Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD
Call  (925)243-8000 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO PLACE AN AD OR A LEGAL NOTICE IN THE INDEPENDENT, CALL 243-8000
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Specializing In Deceased Stock Removal–Large & Small 
Transportation To UC Davis And To Crematories

Service the Tri-Valley & Beyond Since 1930

Janice Pementel (925) 997-1387

1870 First Street, Livermore
(925) 447-9629

www.domsoutdoor.com

Hunting FoR A DeAl?
Dom’s Has The Largest 

Selection of Ammo in the Bay Area Discover The Amazing Secrets Of  
A Mediterranean Chef!  

Join us in a joyous celebration of Mediterranean fusion in  
downtown Livermore. Our menu boasts an exquisite  
selection of regional favorites from the Middle East,  

North Africa, & Southern Europe.
• Fresh LocaL IngredIents • exotIc Meat entrees 

• VegetarIan/Vegan FaVorItes  
• ceLIac & specIaL dIet needs • gLuten-Free Menu

1770 First Street, Livermore  (925) 243-1477
www.casbahexotic.com

Exclusive Parking Available. Call for details.

One person’s trash is 
another’s treasure — or 
in this case, one national 
laboratory’s slightly out-
dated manufacturing tool 
is perfect for training high 
school students. Sandia Na-
tional Laboratories recently 
donated three industrial-
grade machine shop tools 
to Livermore and Granada 
high schools. 

“In an industrial setting, 
equipment needs to meet 
tight manufacturing toler-
ances,” explained Brian 
Cass, a manufacturing 
team lead at Sandia. “But 
a learning environment 
doesn’t require the same 
level of precision.”

The donated equip-
ment, two Haas vertical 
mills and a Haas horizontal 
lathe,  features computer 
numerical control (CNC), 
the industry standard. Most 
high school machine shop 
programs have outdated 
manually controlled equip-
ment because they can’t 
afford to upgrade.

About 20 years ago, 
Cass took machine shop 
classes at Granada High 
School. A lot has changed 
since, but not the equip-
ment. The tools Cass 
learned on are still being 
used today.

“This donation is trans-
formative. We don’t have 
money for more modern 
equipment, even second 
hand,” said Granada High 
School shop teacher Don 
Danner. “Now students will 
learn on the same kind of 
tools they will use on the 
job.”

The donation was nearly 
two years in the making. 
The idea came to Cass and 
his manager Larry Carrillo 
through their work with the 
Livermore Valley Unified 
School District and the 
Metals Advisory Council. 
Organized by Danner and 
Livermore High School 
shop teacher Ed Wood-
worth, the group brings 
together Tri-Valley machine 
shop educators and indus-
trial partners to help keep 
machine shop programs 
relevant. 

“We knew right away 
that the machine shops 
could make great use of 
these tools that no longer 
met our requirements,” 
explained Cass. “But donat-
ing surplus government 
property takes time.”

Sandia set up a dona-
tion program under the 
Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act, 
which allows government 
equipment donations for re-
search and education. Haas 
and Selway Machine Tool 
Company donated replace-
ment memory boards and 

Sandia donation brings high school 
machine shops into the computer age

labor to bring the equip-
ment back on line.

Cass plays a deeper role 
than leading the equip-
ment donation. He is a role 
model for how high school 
Regional Occupation 
Programs can train students 
for the workforce. Wanting 
to follow in the footsteps of 
his father, who was a ma-
chinist at Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory, 
he took shop classes from 
Danner at Granada High 
School. As a sophomore in 
high school, he enrolled in 
the Machine Tool Technol-
ogy Program at Chabot 
Junior College in Hayward 
and had a manufacturing 
job by the time he gradu-
ated from high school. 

“Many schools are 
eliminating machine shop 
programs because they are 
expensive,” said Cass. “We 
want to help support the 
programs at our local high 
schools. These programs 
can train students for good 
jobs in manufacturing, jobs 
they can start right out of 
high school or with a few 
years of training, like I 
did.”

Stephanie Beasly, com-
munity relations and eco-
nomic development officer 
for Sandia’s California 
site, said the laboratory has 
a vested interest in see-
ing more students follow 
STEM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math) 
career paths, including 
those in advanced manu-
facturing. “This donation 
is one example of how 
we are working with our 

schools to better align the 
classroom with the reali-
ties of the new advanced 
manufacturing workplace,” 
she said. 

Last year, Sandia devel-
oped the Design to Manu-
facturing Academy, which 
brought students into the 
laboratory to experience 
the entire manufacturing 

The student becomes the teacher. Brian Cass (left) discusses how Don Danner, his former metal shop teacher 
at Granada High School, and Ed Woodworth, Livermore High metal shop teacher (far right), might use the Haas 
horizontal lathe, donated by Sandia to Livermore High School, to teach computer numerical control (CNC) 
machining to their students. (Photo by Dino Vournas)

A team effort. Sandia, the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District, and the 
Metals Advisory Council worked together to make Sandia’s donation of machine 
shop lathe to Livermore and Granada High Schools possible. Shown here in front 
of the Haas horizontal mill are, L-R, Don Danner,; Ed Woodworth; Tony Castruccio, 
owner of Custom Gear & Machine and Metals Advisory Council industry partner; 
Brian Cass (on stool); Larry Carrillo; Kelly Bowers, Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District superintendent; Jack Euske, Sandia logistics; Terry Spraggins, Sandia 
logistics; and Stephanie Beasly. (Photo by Dino Vournas)
 

process from initial plan-
ning and design to testing 
to failure. “Broadening stu-
dents’ view of STEM ca-
reers will ensure that more 
pursue these opportunities. 
In return, they will help the 
U.S. maintain its competi-
tive edge on innovation, 
science and technology,” 
said Beasly.  

months that the Kern County 
water would remain in Los 
Vaqueros.  The price does 
not include the cost of water 
itself, which Zone 7 pays to 
the state.  

The CCWD cost includes 
storing the water in Los 
Vaqueros Reservoir, and 
conveyance costs, such as 
power, wear and tear on 
facilities, and fish monitor-
ing at a Delta intake facility. 
Fish populations are moni-
tored so that water takes are 
done when they pose the 
least threat to endangered 
and  threatened species.

Director Angela Ramirez-
Holmes asked staff whether 
Zone 7 could store the water 
in the Valley's underground 
basin,  instead of Los  Va-
queros. Mahoney replied 
that storing it underground 

would mean releasing it 
through the arroyos. That 
invites evaporation, and 
takes longer to transfer the 
water to the location of Zone 
7 wells.

The YCWA agreement is 
called the Dry Year Water 
Exchange Program. Zone 
7 has been a member since 
2008. However, the rules 
and costs are changing this 
year, with prices generally 
doubling.

Instead  of  year-to-year 
commitments, members 

must decide whether to com-
mit to water takes from Oct. 
1, 2015 to September 30, 
2020. Some big  districts 
will front $20 million as a 
deposit to ensure that the 
water rates in the deal  will  
remain stable. Zone 7 would 
pay a $5300 pro-rated share 
annually.

Both Zone 7 deals won 
praise from water retailers. 
Livermore public works 
director Dan Martin told  
directors, "Go  for it."

DSRSD general manager 

Bert  Michalczyk said in a 
letter to the board that the 
district "applauds" the agree-
ments,  especially since there  
may be a fourth drought 
year. 

The amount of water 
may seem small, especially 
in relation to the Zone 7 
overall allocation of 46,000 
AF, but it will "make a very 
significant difference in 
the degree of conservation 
needed, especially if it were 
deliverable during  the sum-
mer," said  Michalczyk.

 

WATER
(continued from page one)

LVPAC 'Burn the Mortgage' 
Event Celebration Held

Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center (LVPAC) to-
gether with the Livermore Chamber of Commerce hosted a 
“Burn the Mortgage” event to celebrate the official comple-
tion of the agreement to eliminate the outstanding bank 
debt on the Bankhead Theater. The celebration fell in the 
center of a particularly successful week for LVPAC with 
four sold out performances at the Bankhead Theater and 
the appointment of Chris Carter as Development Director.

More than 150 LVPAC supporters attended the joint 
reception at the Bankhead. Refreshments were provided by 
Livermore restaurants, wineries, breweries and distilleries. 
Live entertainment by Nicky Moriarty, a finalist in last 
year’s LVPAC Guitar Fest LIVE! Competition, was part 
of the festivities. 

Livermore Chamber of Commerce and LVPAC Board 
Member David Ackerman opened the ceremony and speak-
ers included Livermore Mayor John Marchand, Alameda 
County Supervisor Scott Haggerty, as well as Joan Seppala, 
Denise Watkins and Henry Huff from the LVPAC Board 
of Directors, who thanked everyone for their support and 
acknowledged the dedicated and hardworking staff for their 
efforts during these challenging times. The reception and 
speeches were followed by the official mortgage burning 
ceremony held in the courtyard.

The documents for the four-party transaction between 
LVPAC, the City of Livermore, the County of Alameda, 
and the Bank of New York/Mellon were finalized and the 
deal closed on November 7, 2014. Eliminating the bank 
debt will allow LVPAC to more effectively manage the 
Bankhead as an independent theater. However, as with all 
community-based theaters nationwide, its long-term suc-
cess will be dependent on significant fundraising efforts to 
subsidize operations.

Ticket sales for the 2014-2015 LVPAC Presents season 
are significantly ahead of comparable prior year levels for 
the same time period. At an overall rate of 86 percent, sales 
are well above the 60 to 70 percent averaged by theaters 
across the country. Initial subscription sales more than 
doubled before the season even opened, despite the fact that 
fewer events are scheduled than last year. Seven shows have 
already sold out, including “LUMA: Art in Darkness” and 
a performance by The Manhattan Transfer, both of which 
were held the weekend prior to the “Burn the Mortgage” 
event. The Preservation Hall Jazz Band with jazz legend 
Allen Toussaint, and Classic Albums Live: Abbey Road sold 
out in the two days following. A number of other LVPAC 
Presents shows are also selling or projected to sell beyond 
original estimates. 

 

Give the gift of life 
This holiday season, the American Red Cross encourages 

individuals to give something that means something – a 
blood or platelet donation. This simple, potentially lifesaving 
act can give patients in need another holiday season with 
family and friends. 

“The need for blood is constant during the winter months, 
but donations can slow – especially around the holidays,” 
said Jan Siva, CEO of the Red Cross Northern California 
Blood Services Region. “Long holiday weekends, like 
Thanksgiving, pose an extra challenge when many donors 
are traveling to be with family and friends. Therefore, we 
encourage people to make an appointment to donate blood 
and help ensure a sufficient supply for patients in need.”

Donors of all blood types, particularly O negative, A 
negative and B negative, and platelet donors are urged to 
schedule an appointment. To encourage donations around 
Thanksgiving, presenting blood and platelet donors through 
Nov. 30 will receive a Red Cross potholder stuffed with 
unique recipes from celebrity chefs Mario Batali, Rocco 
DiSpirito, Alex Guarnaschelli and Mike Isabella, while 
supplies last.

Eligible donors can learn more and schedule an appoint-
ment to give blood using the Blood Donor App, by visiting 
redcrossblood.org or by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767). 

Upcoming blood donation opportunities: 11/28/2014 and 
11/29/2014: 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Pleasanton Blood Dona-
tion Center, 5556-B Springdale Ave. To donate, download 
the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit redcross-
blood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to 
make an appointment or for more information. All blood 
types are needed to ensure a reliable supply for patients. 
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Step back in time for a peek at the true meaning of 
Christmas spirit during Saint Bartholomew’s 3rd annual 
Victorian Christmas Faire, Saturday December 6 from 10 
am to 5 pm and Sunday, December 7 from 12 noon to 5 

n the photo above, the Cratchit family gathers for dinner. In the photo  above right, Jacob Marley (Brett Morrow) 
confronts an unapologetic Scrooge (Dave Rettinger).

 

pm. Saint Bartholomew's Episcopal Church is located at 
678 Enos Way in Livermore.

Stroll a bustling holiday street past shoppes offering 
handmade crafts, soaps, jewelry, gifts, and more. View 

scenes from Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, and 
kick up your heels to the live fiddle with revelers at Fez-
ziwig’s merry celebration. Carolers, recorders, and a brass 
trio add to the weekend's entertainment.

Father Christmas will be on hand to visit with chil-
dren of all ages. Additional children’s activities will be 
available. A hearty ploughman’s lunch, soup, pasties, 
scones, and beverages may be purchased from Miss Ann's 
lunchroom; adult thirsts can be quenched by a pint at 
The Cat & The Fiddle Pub. For added fun, costumes are 
encouraged.

Wind up the day with an elegant High Tea when the 
shoppes close at 4 pm. Faire admission is $15 per person 
for both days, with children 5 and younger free. Tea 
seatings are $15 per person with Faire admission; choose 
either Saturday or Sunday.

Try winning a fabulous gift basket with ongoing draw-
ings, or bid on silent auction items. All proceeds from the 
event benefit the programs of St. Bart’s, including the Big 
Heart Wellness Center, an interfaith food pantry providing 
assistance, health and nutrition support, and legal counsel 
to community members in need. 

For more information about the event, how you can 
volunteer to help, or become a sponsor, please contact 
Jennifer Dow Rowell at jennifer.dow@gmail.com.

To purchase tickets and reserve your seat at tea, please 
visit www.saintbartslivermore.com or call (925) 447-
3289.

 

Victorian Christmas Faire includes Performance 
of 'A Christmas Carol' and Other Activities
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Joyce Parry-Moore 
has lifted up her voice in 
Handel’s Messiah before. 
She’s sung the famous ora-
torio in Boston, where she 
earned a master’s degree in 
opera; in New York, where 
she worked as a profession-
al, and in Juneau, Alaska, 
where she established a 
traveling opera company 
for underserved communi-
ties.

However, when she 
sings the soprano part in 
the famous oratorio at 
Livermore’s Bankhead 
Theater on November 30, 
it will have an even deeper 
spiritual meaning for her. 
“This will be the first time I 
have sung it as an ordained 
priest,” she said in an inter-
view last week in her office 
at St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church in Livermore.

“I’ve sung it at funerals 
of people I loved, on many 
Easter mornings, and at 
many different times of my 
life,” she said. She finds 
the great work even more 
moving, “now that I am 
devoting my entire life to 
the Gospel message.”

Messiah brings to life 
Judeo-Christian scripture, 
not through presenting 
specific characters, but 
through interpreting words 
of the Old Testament 
prophets, Moore said. It 
takes “a bit more imagina-
tion” to bring the passages 
to life, but she has a rich 
theater background to draw 
on, and theater continues 
to play a big role in her life 
and work. She has a special 
interest in Brazil’s “theater 
of the oppressed,” used to 
reflect conflicts in society 
through historical meta-
phors, such as in Arthur 
Miller’s The Crucible, and 
Bertolt Brecht’s Galileo.  
“Theater used to be a way 
for individuals to partici-

The 6th annual install-
ment of Holiday Shorts 
comes to the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasan-
ton. Creatures of Impulse, 
the City of Pleasanton’s 
award-winning teen improv 
troupe, will present the hol-
iday-themed improv show, 
‘Holiday Shorts: A Long 
Winter’s Tale.’  Two unique 
performances are scheduled 
for Thursday, December 
4 and Friday, December 5 
at 7:30pm.  Tickets can be 
purchased online at www.
firehousearts.org or at the 
theater box office.

Holiday Shorts com-
bines the fast-paced 
“Whose Line is It…” style 
of improv with Creatures of 
Impulse’s signature story-
based long-form improvisa-
tion.

In the first act, audi-
ence suggestions provide 
the fodder for holiday 
themed games, scenes, and 
a variety of improv fun and 
frivolity.  The audience will 
then vote for their favorite 
short scene from Act I.  In 
Act II, the troupe will turn 
the winning scene into an 
full-scale improvised play. 

“Out of all the shows 
we perform each season, 
'Holiday Shorts' seems to 
be the show audiences hold 
most close to their hearts. 
Not only do they get to 
help create energy for the 
evening, they get to see 
COI do what they do best-- 
have fun on stage making 
something out nothing,” 
says COI Director Mark 
Duncanson.

Duncanson adds, “This 
will be our sixth season 
performing Holiday Shorts, 
so this has become a super 
fun holiday tradition for 
me. Every season, I am 

Bryn Doyle and Sabrina Finke in Holiday Shorts. Photo - 
Aaron Zwiefel Photography

 tickled when COI fans 
can remember their first 
Holiday Shorts show and 
recount specific lines 
and story elements from 
previous seasons. This is 
definitely the most fun, 
affordable, and hilarious 
night out for the holidays in 
the Tri-Valley.” 

General admission 
tickets: $10 general, $5 
student.  Tickets can be 
purchased online at www.
firehousearts.org, by call-
ing 925-931-4848, and in 
person at the Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton.  

Soloist Brings Gifts of Song and Spirit to 
Symphony's Messiah Performance

pate in their own story.  I’m 
encouraged by the way that 
expression is returning. 
The Gospel message is still 
revolutionary!”

Parry-Moore has made 
arts a part of her present 
ministry, producing theater 
and musicals as part of the 
“Arts at St. Bart’s” summer 
children’s program.  This 
year she directed The Se-
cret Garden. Next summer, 
they will explore themes of 
peace and community with 
The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe. She’s now 
rehearsing Charles Dick-
ens’ A Christmas Carol at 
the church for presenta-
tion December 6 and 7 as 
part of its annual Victorian 
Christmas Faire.

During Part I of Mes-
siah, announcing in recita-
tive the birth of Jesus, Rev. 
Parry-Moore delights in 
singing those same words 
she’s taught to children in 
so many Christmas pag-
eants over the years. In Part 
II, reflecting on the sorrows 
of Jesus’ life, Parry-Moore 
remembers speaking with 
mothers in East Oakland 
whose joy over their new 
baby fades with worry 
over their child’s chance 
for happiness in a difficult 
world. 

The oratorio covers the 
whole of Christ’s story, and 
ends on a note of hope and 
joy with the famed “Hal-
lelujah Chorus” repeated as 
an encore with the audience 
joining in.

“This work embodies 
the beauty of the Anglican 
tradition," Parry-Moore 
noted, “in a culture cre-
ated in England and now 
evolved by the Episcopal 
Church around the world.” 
Handel wrote it in English, 
and it was first performed 
in Dublin in 1741. It is 
presented in the poetic 
language of the King James 
Bible and the Book of 
Common Prayer. “The 
music is calm and graceful, 
not fiery and passionate, 
which can be challeng-
ing for me,” she added. In 
explanation, she described 
a senior priest from Liberia 
who questioned her en-
thusiastic demeanor. “But 
father,” she protested, “I 
am filled with the Spirit!”  
“Oh no,” he corrected, “the 
Episcopal spirit is slower!” 

The enthusiastic 
“Mother Joyce” joins three 
other artists as soloists in 
Messiah. They are bari-
tone Daniel Cilli, mezzo 
soprano Betany Coffland, 
and tenor Christopher 
Bengochea—all of whom 
have impressive resumes 
and have earned critical ap-
plause. The work combines 
instrumental passages, solo 
passages and choruses, 
lending variety to the musi-
cal performance.  

Maestro Lawrence Kohl 
and choral director Robert 
Lappa invite people of all 
faiths and persuasions to 
begin the holiday season 
with the Pacific Chamber 
Symphony’s seventh annu-
al presentation of Messiah 
at 2 pm Sunday, November 
30 at the Bankhead The-

Improv Back with Holiday Shorts

ater, Livermore. Tickets at 
$28-$55, students $11, may 
be purchased in person at 

the theater box office, 2400 
First Street, Livermore 
during business hours, 

by phone at 373-6800, or 
online at www.bankhead-
theater.org. 

Joyce Parry-Moore
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FRIDERIC HANDEL’S 
Messiah  

PACIFIC CHAMBER SYMPHONY
Sun NOV 30 2pm

Andy McKee
AMBASSADOR OF THE  

ACOUSTIC GUITAR
Fri DEC 5 8pm

Musical Masterpieces
LIVERMORE-AMADOR SYMPHONY

Sat DEC 6 8pm

An Irish Christmas
HOLIDAY TRADITIONS FROM IRELAND

Sun DEC 7 2pm

A Night of Seasonal Classics!
AMADOR VALLEY HIGH  
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

Tue DEC 9 7pm

The Nutcracker
VALLEY DANCE THEATRE

DEC 13, 14, 20, 21 2pm 
DEC 13, 19, 20, 21 7pm

A Chanticleer Christmas
A GLORIOUS HOLIDAY FAVORITE

Tue DEC 23 7:30pm

Big Fat Year End Kiss Off
WILL DURST and FRIENDS

Fri DEC 26 8pm

Olate Dogs Holiday Rescue Tour
WINNERS OF AMERICA’S GOT TALENT

Sat DEC 27 2pm

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY! 

Dan Hicks and the Hot Licks 
AN AMERICAN ROOTS CELEBRATION

Wed DEC 31 at 8pm 

Celebrate
The  Season

BUY TICKETS 

call  925.373.6800    click  bankheadtheater.org    come by  2400 First Street

Valley Concert Chorale will host its annual “Sing-it-Yourself Messiah” where the com-
munity is invited to sing Handel’s choral masterpiece, or just listen and enjoy. 

“Sing-it-Yourself Messiah” will be held 7:30 p.m. on Fri., Dec. 5 at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 

VCC’s “Sing-it-Yourself Messiah” is open to all singers in the community who will 
join in singing Part I of Handel’s great choral masterpiece, also known as the Christmas 
portion of “Messiah,"  concluding with the “Hallelujah Chorus." 

“This is our ninth year of hosting the event for the community,” says Valley Concert 
Chorale President Bobby Jensen.  “Each year the number of singers increases with well 
over 100 singers from around the Tri-Valley and beyond.  It’s great being able to offer this 
musical experience to the area, complete with professional soloists and accompaniment 
by our internationally-known concert pianist Daniel Glover.”

 Professional soloists include soprano Jumi Kim, alto Leah Galbraith, tenor Arie Perry 
and baritone Ben Kazez.

 Singers are encouraged to bring their own copy of “Messiah,” though extra copies will be 
available to borrow.  The event is also open to those who wish to listen to the performance.

Tickets are $10.  Advance tickets may be ordered by calling (925) 866-4003, by visiting 
the Chorale’s website at www.valleyconcertchorale.org.

 More information about the Valley Concert Chorale is available at www.valleyconcer-
tchorale.org or by calling the general information line at (925) 866-4003.

Free origami programs will be presented at the Livermore Library on Saturday, December 
6, 2014 at 11:00am at the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore Avenue, and then again 
on Friday, December 19, 2014 at 3:30pm at the Rincon Branch Library, 725 Rincon Avenue.  

Those attending will make beautiful folded paper creations.  Participants will have the 
option of making their creations into holiday ornaments or wrapping as gifts.  Programs 
will be taught by origami enthusiast Conner Jackson.  The event isrecommended for chil-
dren in grades 4-8.  

The Friends of the Livermore Library have funded this fun event.  For further informa-
tion, please call 925-373-5504, or visit the library’s website at www.livermorelibrary.net. 

 

Sing-It-Yourself Messiah at New Location

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Singers at last year's event.

Learn about Origami at the Library
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The Livermore Public 
Library will present a rare 
opportunity to hear tra-
ditional Portuguese Fado 
music performed by one 
of the country’s premiere 
ensembles.  Ramana 
Vieira and Ensemble will 
perform at 2pm on Sunday, 
December 7, at the Liver-
more Public Library Civic 
Center, 1188 S. Livermore 
Avenue.  

There is no charge for 
this event.  

Ramana Vieira brings 
this 15th century style 
into modern times. Often 
referred to as the New 
Voice of Portuguese World 
Music, she is making her 
mark as one of the premier 
contemporary Fado artists. 

Fado, meaning fate, is 
the Portuguese version of 
the blues. Ramana and her 
ensemble (guitar, percus-
sion and cello) will per-
form a range of selections, 
from traditional ballads to 
those with a more modern 
sensibility. 

Ramana’s personal 

Musicians of Our Savior 
Lutheran Ministries (1385 
South Livermore Avenue,  
Livermore) will present a 
free Christmas concert in 
the sanctuary on Sunday,  
December 7, at 4:00 pm. The 
concert will feature a variety 
of groups, including  the 
children's and adult choirs 
and handbell ensembles, as 
well as a brass  ensemble 
playing a few jazzy carols.  
In addition, the pipe organ 
, a woodwind  and string 
group, guitar,  and various 
percussion instruments 
will fill out the concert.  
Refreshments will follow 
the concert in the school 
gym.  All are welcome.

Centerpointe Church 
choir musicians will pres-
ent their annual Christmas 
Festival of Carols Sunday, 
Dec. 7 in the worship center 
at 3410 Cornerstone Court.

The evening features the 
choir, a vocal ensemble, the 
hand bell choir, the organ, 
as well as strings and wind 
instruments. The program 
includes many traditional 
carols interspersed with 
readings that tell the true 
Christmas story. It is de-
signed for the whole family.

Performances will be at 4 
p.m. and 6 p.m. There is no 
admission charge, although 
donations will be accepted 
to benefit the music program.

For more information, 
please see www.centerpoin-
techurch.org or call 925-
846-4436.

Friends of the Dublin 
Library will hold its annual 
Holiday Book Sale from 
noon to 3 p.m. on Sat., 
Dec. 6.

The sale will take place 
at the Dublin Library in the 
program room, 200 Civic 
Plaza. 

Shoppers will  find a 
great selection of beautiful 
hardcover books in excel-
lent condition and ideal for 
gift giving. Choose from 
among children’s books, 
holiday books, gourmet 
cookbooks, gift books and 
more.

Books are specially 
priced to stretch holiday 
budgets.

Check out  the  new 
Friends’ online book store: 
http://fdl.alibrisstore.com

A Livermore home (pictured above) offers a  one-of-a-kind, holiday tradition featuring an award winning light 
show.  The 8th Annual Livermore Lights Family Christmas Show is a free, 15-minute, drive-in light show.
The Christmas show is set to music and contains special effects that transform a  Livermore home into a musical 
spectacular. Matt Phipps, age 24, started decorating the family home when he was 17. Since then putting up 
Christmas lights has never been the same; now it takes a small army of friends and family to set up over 25,000 
lights, 12 thirty-foot water geysers, and 256 computer controlled channels. In 2010, Livermore Lights Christmas 
Show won the national ‘D-Light the World’ Lighting Contest, and each year has received ‘The Dancing Reindeer 
Award’ from the Livermore Holiday Spirit Committee.  “It’s so cool that I get to share the magic of this display 
with thousands of people, and that it has created family traditions for so many in our community,” says creator, 
Matt Phipps.  Debuting this year is an effect called ‘Projection-mapping’ that will transform the whole house into 
a winter wonderland and immerse the viewer into the world of Frozen. Visit LivermoreLights.com for directions 
and behind-the-scenes footage. Shows run from 6:30 – 10:30 PM every night through the month of December.

 

relationship to Fado music 
lies deep in her family 
history, as her grandfather 
was a famous musician and 
composer from Madeira 
Island, Portugal. Born in 
San Leandro, California 

to Portuguese immigrants, 
Ramana was fortunate to 
be exposed to the voices of 
Portugal’s past at a young 
age. 

Her passion for music 
continued as she matured 

and eventually she attended 
The American Conserva-
tory Theatre where she 
did her vocal training 
with Faith Winthrop, San 
Francisco's grande dame 
of song and one of the 
most respected singers and 
vocal coaches on the scene 
today. Along with singing, 
Ramana studied drama and 
dance. She also performed  
in many theatrical produc-
tions. Although she had 
dreams of a Broadway 
career her direction shifted 
abruptly when a famous 
music producer inspired 
her to embrace her Portu-
guese roots. Shortly after 
that she found herself on 
an unexpected journey to 
Portugal where she had 
the opportunity to perform 
with the local Fado singers 
and musicians bringing the 
house to its feet with her 
authentic, yet individual 
style. 

 Some of the highlights 
of Ramana's performance 
career include: opening for 
Grammy nominated fadista 

Mariza; performing her 
original song “Unido Para 
Amar” for the 2006 Winter 
Olympics video montage; 
making her international 
debut with RPT TV Portu-
guese network; and chosen 
to sing for the Grammy’s 
50th Awards special Music 
Cares benefit to honor 
Aretha Franklin. Her two 
prior recordings, “De-
spi A Alma (I Undressed 
My Soul)” and “Sem 
Ti” helped her to gain 
recognition, win awards, 
and appear on the cover 
of “Mundo Portuguese” 
Magazine.  However, Ra-
mana’s truly magical spirit 
comes alive in her newest 
release on the Pacific Coast 
Jazz label, “Lágrimas 
De Rainha (Tears Of A 
Queen).” 

 The Friends of the 
Livermore Library have 
underwritten this program 
as part of the Friends Au-
thors and Arts Series.  For 
additional events, check 
the library’s website at 
www.livermorelibrary.net. 

 

Holiday Book 
Sale at the 

Dublin Library

Festival of 
Carols Set

Performance of Traditional Portuguese Fado at the Livermore Library

Ramana Vieira
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A new platform, intro-
duced by Pleasanton, makes 

“Joyful Play” is among 40 pieces of art in the Pleasanton 
public art collection that can now be accessed by the 
new STQRY app on a smartphone.

finding and exploring the 
city’s public art collection 

fun and accessible. STQRY, 
the a new app, educates us-
ers about a public art piece 
straight from his or her smart 
phone. Users can identify 
the exact location of each 
piece of public art within 
the city, view photos of the 
piece, and learn details about 
its history and artist.

Pleasanton currently has 
over 40 pieces of public art 
in its collection, on display 
throughout its parks and 
facilities, with a major-
ity placed in or around the 
Firehouse Arts Center and 
the downtown area.

F o u n d e d  i n  2 0 1 2 , 
STQRY Inc. is the maker of 
the STQRY app, a simple 
way to illuminate, explore 
and interpret the cultural 
landscape around you.  

The free  app is available 
in the Android, iPhone and 
Windows app stores. For 
more information about the 
STQRY, and to view the 
City of Pleasanton’s public 
art collection, visit www.
stqry.com.

 

Pleasanton will once 
again host the Annual Home-
town Holiday Celebration to 
be held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6, 2014 from 5:00 to 7:30 
p.m. along Main Street in the 
downtown. The centerpiece 
of this free event is a festive 
community-based parade 
followed by the lighting of 

Holiday festivities are planned in downtown Livermore 
on Sat., Dec. 6.

Home for the Holidays will be presented by Livermore 
Downtown, Inc from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lizzie Fountain will 
be transformed into a snow playground for children 5th grade 
and under. Holiday entertainment can be found throughout 
the downtown. Horse drawn carriage rides will be available.

The annual Holiday Sights and Sounds Parade  will begin 
at 6 p.m. featuring over 50 floats, including local businesses, 
clubs, marching bands and more. The parade ends with a 
special guest, Santa, leading the community in the official 
tree lighting. 

The tree is located at the corner of South Livermore Ave 
and First Street.

a holiday tree in front of the 
Museum on Main.

The parade always kicks 
off with one of Pleasanton’s 
award-winning high school 
marching bands from either 
Amador Valley High School 
or Foothill High School. 
The band is followed by 
dozens of holiday inspired 

entries including Pleasan-
ton’s own Balloon Platoon, 
the Pleasanton City Council, 
hundreds of Cub Scouts and 
Brownies, local car clubs, 
dog clubs, and much more.

Main Street will close 
to vehicular traffic at 3:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6. Parade viewers are 

encouraged to shop and 
dine in historic Downtown 
Pleasanton after staking out  
viewing turf.

In the event of rain, a pa-
rade cancellation telephone 
hotline will be implemented 
and updated each hour after 
2:30 p.m. on parade day, 
December 6.  The Cancel-
lation Information Phone 
Line is (925) 931-5352. For 
more information, please 
call (925) 931-3423 or email 
hometownholiday@cityof-
pleasantonca.gov.

 

Bishop Ranch will kick off the holiday season with its annual tree lighting extravaganza 
this coming Friday, December 5 from  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm. San Ramon families and friends 
are invited to witness the lighting of the 70-foot Douglas Fir holiday tree and experience 
an array of free family-friendly holiday activities.

 The complimentary festivities will be held at the Bishop Ranch 1 Plaza at 6111 Bollinger 
Canyon Road. The event will feature photo opportunities with Santa Claus, a petting zoo 
with live reindeer, a snow play area for children ages 12 and under, strolling entertainers, 
and live music and dancing. Guests will also enjoy free refreshments and onsite food trucks 
and local restaurant vendors.

 In addition to the activities offered, One Warm Coat will be onsite accepting gently 
used coats and financial donations for those in need, as well as the Food Bank of Contra 
Costa accepting funds and donations of pre-packaged foods. Attendees are encouraged to 
bring items or funds to the holiday event.

For additional information on the Bishop Ranch Tree Lighting Ceremony, call 
925.543.0100

 
New App Offers Insights in Pleasanton's Art

Holiday Hometown Festivities Planned in downtown Pleasanton

Bishop Ranch Tree Lighting Scheduled

Snow at Lizzie Fountain; 
Annual Parade in Livermore
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The Livermore Citizens Police Academy Alumni As-
sociation (CPAAA) is hosting itsTwelfth Annual “Holi-
day Giving Tree” program now through December 12th, 
2014. 

CPAAA and the Livermore Police Department will be 
conducting its annual “Holiday Giving Tree” in the lobby 
of the Livermore Police Department, located at 1110 S. 
Livermore Avenue. 

Several Livermore families and seniors have been 
identified for the “Holiday Giving Tree” program. All are 
in need of some assistance to make this holiday season a 
little more special. Everyone selected has defined his or 

Rubino Estates Winery is hosting a FUNding event for 
Pleasanton Military Familie (PMF)s, a support group for 
family and friends of our local military men and women. 
There is no cost to attend. 

Sip and Shop will be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m. on Thurs., 
Dec. 4. 

Founded in 2003, at the beginning of the Global War on 
Terror to provide an outlet to talk about children, husbands, 
wives, and friends fighting this war.   

Many of the troops have been sent back for the second 
or third deployment. Meetings are held once a month, the 

The City of Dublin has a variety of events planned this 
holiday season for "kids" of all ages.

• 31st Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony: Thursday, De-
cember 4 at 7:00 PM at the Dublin Civic Center (100 Civic 
Plaza). Event includes seasonal entertainment and refresh-
ments after the performance. Also, be on the lookout for a 
surprise appearance by a very special visitor from the North 
Pole. Admission is free.

• Holiday Teas: Saturday and Sunday, December 6 & 7 at 
the Dublin Heritage Park and Museums (6600 Donlon Way). 
Tea is served in the rustic Sunday School Barn. Served will 
be an array of traditional sweets, such as scones with lemon 
curd, dainty tea sandwiches, delightful sweets, and, of 
course, plenty of steaming hot tea served in beautiful china 
cups. Seatings are at 11:00 AM and 2:00 PM. The cost is $25 
per person. Call the Dublin Parks and Community Services 
Department at (925) 556-4500 for reservation information.

• Holiday DancEscape Social: Friday, December 12, 7:00 
PM to 10:00 PM at the Dublin Senior Center (7600 Ama-
dor Valley Boulevard). Dance to classic and contemporary 
music performed by Lady K and the Kings of Swing. The 
event includes refreshments and drawings for door prizes. 
The cost is $10 for residents and $12 for non residents before 
December 11, or $15 at the door. Call the Dublin Parks and 
Community Services Department at (925) 556-4500 for 
ticket information.

• Breakfast with Santa: Saturday, December 13 at the 
Shannon Community Center (11600 Shannon Avenue). 
Families are invited to enjoy a hot pancake breakfast served 
with sausage, fruit, coffee, and juice, followed by the arrival 
of Santa Claus.  Register early, as  this event is always a 
sell-out. Photos with Santa will be available following the 
breakfast. This event benefits the Dublin High School Irish 
Guard and Band. The cost is $11 for residents and $13 for 
non residents. Call the Dublin Parks and Community Ser-
vices Department at (925) 556-4500 for ticket information.

• 2014 Warm the Winter Chill: Spread a Little Commu-
nity Cheer. This winter season, participate in this charitable 
donation effort coordinated by the City of Dublin. Visit the 
Dublin Civic Center or the Senior Center, and select a gift 
tag representing wishes from Dublin residents in need. Pur-
chase the item on the tag and deliver it, along with the tag, 
to the Dublin Civic Center, Shannon Community Center, 
Senior Center, or Emerald Glen Preschool by December 
12 at 5:00 PM.  For more information, please call (925) 
833-6606.

 

The public is welcome to come meet some of the  local 
vets and enjoy and fun and relaxed evening at Rubino’s Sip 
& Shop event. There will be many raffles to help support 
the efforts of Pleasanton Military Families. Information 
about the group can be found at www.pleasantonmili-
taryfamilies.org

Rubino Estates Winery is located at 1188 Vineyard 
Avenue, Pleasanton; phone 945-484-1699. For information 
about the event, send an email to  maryann@rubinoes-
tateswinery.com

second Tuesday at 7 pm, at the home of one of the members.   
When a loved one returns from a deployment, it is not 

only a joy for the family but a time to show  appreciation 
and thanks. PMF coordinates with other veteran support 
groups, (Warrior Watch Riders, VFW, local Fire and Po-
lice) to make this event one to remember always. These 
events are usually a surprise with the Riders meeting them 
at the airport with a flag line and escorting them home to 
a gathering of family, friends, and neighbors.  There are 
presentations and recognition awards from local dignitaries 
and Veteran Groups.

her special needs. Those wishes are then placed on tags 
and the tags are hung on the “Giving Tree.” 

The community is encouraged to come to the Po-
lice Station, select a tag from the tree, and purchase the 
item(s) on the tag. Bring the unwrapped item(s) to the 
Police Station and place them in the large “chimney” box 
in the lobby with the tag attached.  There is also a secured 
mail box attached to the chimney display for gift cards. 

As the holidays approach, the volunteers will assist in 
distributing the gifts to the families.  

Any questions about the Giving Tree Program can be 
directed to Nicole Aguon at (925) 371-4978.

That satisfied feeling after a great meal was experienced 
by all who attended the 11th annual “Toasts & Tastes of Fall” 
Culinary Competition and Fundraiser held on October 17th 
at Castlewood Country Club.

A benefit for Pleasanton Partnerships in Education Foun-
dation (PPIE), this high energy Cocktail Party, Culinary 
Competition and Silent Auction featured 15 culinary teams 
consisting of a local chef, school principal and corporate/
community sponsor competing for cash prizes in three cat-
egories: “Savory” “Sweet” and “Slow.” 

As a showcase for local ‘top chefs,’ “Toasts & Tastes” 
has long been considered a go-to event for regional foodies. 
Chefs spend weeks in advance designing their creations. Par-
ticipating chefs this year were: A Tasteful Affair, Almond’s 
Kitchen, Blue Agave Club, Cabana Dave’s, Coco Cabana, 
Castlewood Country Club, Eddie Pappas American Hang-
out, FAZ, Forno Vecchio, Nonni’s, Pans on Fire, Primrose 
Bakery, Sweet Freedom Bake Shop, Sozo Sushi, and Valley 
Catering.

The wine pairings were constructed in advance by Jim 
Denham, owner of The Wine Steward, who also served as 
one of the three official judges. Joining him on the panel 
were Jim Frost, Winemaker at AuburnJames Winery, and 
Chris Chandler, Executive Director of the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association. 

Winning the Sweet category was Primrose Bakery, with 
its selection of tartlettes and cakes, including princess cakes. 

In the Slow category, Nonni’s Bistro came through with 
ice-smoked wild salmon. In Savory, Eddie Papa’s swept the 
category with Honey Hoisin Braised Short Ribs.

PPIE also came out a winner, raising $64,000 from the 
event. Net proceeds benefit the foundation’s programs, 
including the Innovative Grant Programs, offering grants 
directly to students and educators; and, the 2015-2016 Giv-
ing Fund, with focused giving categories of Technology and 
Student Support for all schools. 

“The great turnout this year is a testament to the value 
our community places on high quality education,” said 
Susan Hayes, PPIE Executive Director. “We want to thank 
our partners- parents, businesses, educators and community 
organizations- who help us fulfill our mission to support 
educational programming equitably for all students across 
all grade levels.”

Bob Miller, President of the PPIE Board of Directors, 
added, “Our students are the next generation of entrepre-
neurs, visionaries and employees. PPIE is proud to be part 
of the effort supporting their ability to grow and learn in 
meaningful ways.” 

More About PPIE: Pleasanton Partnerships in Education 
Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that has 
worked since 1987 to enhance learning experiences for 
students of the Pleasanton Unified School District through 
a partnership of business, schools and the community. For 
more information about PPIE, log onto www.ppie.org.

Annual Giving Tree Now Located in 
Livermore Police Department's Lobby

Dublin Plans Holiday 
Activities for All Ages

Toasts and Tastes Raises Funds for Pleasanton 
Partners in Education Programs

Rubino Estates Winery Hosting Event for Pleasanton Military Families
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By Carol Graham
With more mouths to 

feed than ever before, the 
United States is conversely 
seeing fewer farmers than 
ever before. 

"First Generation 
Farmers was created as a 
response to the declining 
number of farms and farm-
ers," says cofounder Chris 
Olesen.  "The average age 
of farmers in the U.S. is 58, 
and more than a quarter of 
the nation's farmers will 
retire by 2020.  Our aim is 
to get more younger people 
interested and involved 
in farming, especially in 
organic and sustainable 
agriculture." 

Starting November 28th, 
First Generation Farmers 
(FGF) is launching a Kick-
starter fundraiser to raise 
$50,000 that will enable 
them to meet upcoming 
goals. 

"We need this money for 
two reasons," says Olesen.  
"One, to build our infra-
structure: expand irrigation 
systems, build a larger 
greenhouse, and buy seeds 
and supplies; and two, to 
launch a farm incubator 
program."

Meeting these needs 
will allow FGF to take full 
advantage of its 50 acres 
(currently only five acres 
are being used due to lim-
ited resources) to begin a 
farm incubator program to 
train aspiring farmers. 

"We’ll lease farmers a 
small piece of our acre-
age and provide them with 
resources and knowledge.  
In return they’ll farm that 
land from season to season 
in a low-risk environment," 
says Olesen.  "Eventu-
ally they’ll be prepared to 
undertake other agricultural 
endeavors or to start their 
own farms."

The nonprofit organiza-
tion is based in Knightsen, 

Pleasanton's Civic Arts 
Stage Company has been 
nominated for a number of 
San Francisco Broadway-
World. com awards.

Nominations include the 
following:

Best Direction of a Mu-
sical (Wonka & Dolittle) 
- Rachel Robinson & Salim 
Razawi

Best Direction of a Play 
(Secret Garden) Rachel Rob-
inson & Salim Razawi

Best Choreography (Se-
cret Garden ) - Megan Mc-
Grath

Best Community Theatre 
- Civic Arts Stage Company

Best Production Per-
formed By Youth - Willy 
Wonka, Secret Garden, & 
Doctor Dolittle

Voting for the winners 
ends December 31. To vote 
go to www.BroadwayWorld.
com.

The Company's newest 
production will run Dec. 
12-21, My Son Pinocchio Jr. 
at the Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton.   

This new musical, which 
retells the familiar Disney 
story from Geppetto's per-
spective, features the be-
loved classic songs 'When 
You Wish Upon A Star' and 
'I've Got No Strings' along-
side a host of new songs by 
Stephen Schwartz, tackling 
timely issues about what 
it means to be 'the perfect 
child.'

 For tickets go to www.fire-
housearts.org or call 931-4848.

a farming community 35 
miles northeast of the Tri-
Valley that has the distinc-
tion of having California's 
oldest chapter of the 4-H 
Club.   

"Since we started last 
year we’ve been well-re-
ceived by the community, 
both far and wide," says 
cofounder and president 

Alli Cecchini.  "Hav-
ing more than 20,000 
Facebook followers and 
increasing involvement 
with the community are en-
couraging signs that people 
are interested in where 
their food comes from."

For FGF, commu-
nity involvement includes 
donating produce to food 

banks and hosting diverse 
community groups.   

"So far, we’ve donated 
more than 30,000 lbs. 
of produce to local food 
banks," says Cecchini.  
"Also, we offer personal-
ized visits for individuals 
or families by appointment.  
We’re happy to demon-
strate the joys of agricul-

ture to the community." 
During weeding and 

harvesting days, commu-
nity members are invited 
to the farm to help.  In 
exchange for their time and 
energy, they take home a 
box of fresh produce.  

Students and special 
needs teens and adults 
visit regularly to learn 
about farming, compost-
ing (vermicomposting, 
chicken composting and 
goat composting), and 
how biodynamic processes 
complement each other, 
from seeding to transplant-
ing to weeding to plant 
maintenance to harvesting.

Additionally, "FGF has 
hosted dozens of guests 
from many different back-
grounds through World 
Wide Opportunities on Or-
ganic Farms (WWOOF), a 
program promoting organic 
agriculture," says Olesen.  
"Many of these are young 
people in their 20s and 30s 
who have been energized 
by FGF's efforts and have 
indicated they'd like to 
work with farmers or start 
their own farms."

“First Generation Farm-
ers has taught me so much 
about sustainable farm-
ing," says Bronson Pettitt, 
28, a Minnesota WWOOF 
participant.  "They’re do-
ing a great job of getting 
the community involved in 
growing food. FGF has hit 
the right balance between 
farming and technology 
and has engaged many 
people around the country. 
They’ve painted an encour-
aging picture for the future 
of farming and how our 
generation will be essential 
to the survival of American 
farms and farmers."

Olesen states, "We’re 
a nonprofit community 
farm and we want to grow 
farmers. With fewer 
farms, fewer farmers and 

an increasing demand for 
domestically-grown, qual-
ity organic produce, First 
Generation Farmers can be 
part of that solution."

To learn more or donate, 
visit www.firstgeneration-
farmers.org or Like on 
Facebook.  

Stage Company 
Nominated 
For Awards

Aim of Group Is to Train Future Farmers

First Generation Farmers posing in the field (top) and celebrating the harvest (lower 
photo). 
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, offers 
art classes, unusual gifts, painting 
rentals, art exhibits and information 
pertaining to the art field, 2155 Third 
St., Livermore. The gallery has been 
open since 1974 and is run as a co-op 
by local artists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 
11:30-4 p.m. For information call 
449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art League 
Public Art Circuit are currently 
exhibiting art at six businesses in the 
Pleasanton - Dublin Area. Viewing 
locations are: Bank of America at 337 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce at 777 Peters 
Street, Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard Road, 
Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 Main 
Street, Pleasanton; Edward Jones at 
6601 Dublin Boulevard, Dublin; and 
The Bagel Street Café at 6762 Bernal 
Avenue Pleasanton. If interested in be-
coming a member of the Pleasanton Art 
League or for information regarding the 
Public Art Circuit, call John Trimingham 
at (510) 877-8154.

Texture and Luminosity – A Mosaic Art 
Exhibit, on display November 7 through 
December 13.  New installation at the 
Harrington Gallery.  17 artists from the 
Bay Area and beyond in new exhibition 
co-curated by Pleasanton mosaic artist 
and instructor Glynnis Kaye and Har-
rington Gallery Director Julie Finegan.  
A wide variety of styles and types of 
mosaic artwork will be on view, from 
a traditional, Byzantine approach, to 
contemporary styles and applications, 
including stone, glass, tile, and smalti. 
Regular gallery hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse Arts 
Center in Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue.  Donations always appreciated. 
Exhibit dates: November 7 through 
December 13. 

Daniel Kanaan – Enso Collection.  
October 22 through December 10.  
Fascinating installation curated by The 
Harrington Gallery and Firehouse Arts 
Center.  Large and medium scale water 
media works (largest is 7 x 7 feet), de-
picting the “enso,” the Japanese word 
for an uninhibited, hand-drawn circle.  
In Zen Buddhism, Enso is intended to 
express a moment when the mind is 
free to let the body create.  International 
artist Daniel Kanaan has exhibited 
alongside such noted artists as Lucian 
Freud and Frank Auerbach. The public 
is invited to explore and enjoy the 
exhibits during Firehouse Arts Center 
open hours.  Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton.  Donations always 
appreciated. For more information, 
contact Gallery Director: JFinegan@
cityofpleasantonca.gov, or call the 
gallery: 925-931-4849.

LAA Gallery’s Holiday Boutique  Carn-
egie Building located at 2155 3rd St., 

Livermore.  Unique art and craft works, 
wearables and jewelry will be available 
for holiday gift giving.  Artists will be on 
hand to discuss their work. Refresh-
ments will be served. Regular holiday 
gallery hours will be Wed. – Sun. 11:30 
–4 as well as Mon. 12/22, Tues. 12/23 
and Wed. 12/24.

Color, Texture, Form, Expressionism is 
on display in the paintings of Louise 
Gray, Lenore Kreit and Marco Rosales 
Shaw display at Prudential California 
Realty, 1983 Second Street, Livermore. 
The show, “Color, Texture, Form,” runs 
through Jan. 5. The show is open for 
viewing during business hours, Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., 
or by appointment. For information, 
contact Cher Wollard at 925 784-4679 
or cherw@cherw.com

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 

a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 Eighth 
St., Livermore. Artists bring finished or 
unfinished work to show and if desired, 
receive a critique from the group. 
Refreshments are brought by some of 
the artists, and a donation of $5.00 
is desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne Miller 
at danne_miller@att.net, or Linda 
Ryan at LRyan@Livermoreperform-
ingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss and 
share work with Professional Artists  
in sketching, painting, exhibiting and 
marketing your work. ACC members 
currently working on exhibiting theme 
works, under the Inspiration of "The 
Artist's Edge /The Edge of Art & Chosen 
Pathways."  Meets and Critiques Friday 
mornings in Pleasanton.  PoetryOnCan-
vas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Friday 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists bring 
their own materials and easels. Open 
to all artists. Professional artist models 
(nude). No instructor. Students under 
18 need written parental permission to 
attend. Cost $20 per session. Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Coffee, tea and refreshments are avail-
able. Call or e-mail Barbara Stanton 
for more info about the workshop, 
925-373-9638 - microangelo@
earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday morn-
ings 9:45 – 10:45. Children aged 3-5 
are welcome to join this class. Classes 
cover drawing, painting, print-making, 
sculpture and ceramics. For further in-
formation, contact Thomasin Dewhurst 
at (925) 216-7231 or thomasin_d@
hotmail.com or visit http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. Drawing, 
painting, printmaking, sculpture and 
ceramics taught by highly experienced 
artist and art instructor, Thomasin De-
whurst. Weekday and weekend classes, 
Homeschool classes, Special classes 

during school breaks offered. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes offered. 
Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 216-7231 
or email thomasin_d@hotmail.com 
for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, now 
meeting the 1st Thursday and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 7:00 at The 
Corner Bakery Cafe in Pleasanton. Join 
us as we challenge ourselves to poeti-
cally relay our thoughts, emotions and 
experiences through poetry. Become a 
member & share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for more 
info on Theme Challenges, Membership 
& Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 2nd 
and last Saturday from 12 noon-1 
p.m. at Galina’s Music Studio located 
at 1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $5 fee to 
cover meeting costs.

WINE & SPIRITS
Artisan Spirits & Brandy Works will be 

pouring the Gold Medal winning Vodka 
and new releases of Raspberry Rap-
ture, Vodka and Orange Spice Liqueur 
(Holiday in a Glass), and Brandy barrel 
tasting. Nov. 28, 29 and 30, noon to 2 
p.m. at 5963 Graham Court, Suite D, 
Livermore,, (925) 371-8606. 

Thomas Coyne Winery Fall Open 
House, November 28, 29 & 30 noon 
to 5 p.m. The 2012 Petit Verdot will 
be released.  2405 Research Dr., 
Livermore. (925) 373-6541. http://
thomascoynewinery.com

Las Positas Vineyards, open for Black 
Friday, Nov. 28 from noon to 5 p.m.  
Unique Wine & Chocolate LPV Wooden 
Box specials. Sunday, November 30 
"Sunday Funday" featuring newest wine 
& cheese paring flight.  $10 for club 
members & $15 for non-members. 
Perfect place for the family to get away 
after Thanksgiving.  Holiday Special, 
for more details please contact us at 
925-449-9463 or curt@laspositas-
vineyards.com

Charles R Vineyards is celebrating Black 
Friday with a case sale blowout, Fri., 
Nov. 28-Sun., Nov. 30 from 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at the tasting room,  8195 
Crane Ridge Road, Livermore.

Bottle your own wine and brandy 
tasting for the Holidays at Eckert Estate 
Winery on Nov 28, 29 & 30, noon to 5 
p.m. at 5963 Graham Court, Suite D, 
Livermore. (925) 371-8606 or www.
eckertestate.com 

Nottingham Cellars, 11/28-30,   The Fun 
Begins  celebrating Black Friday, Small 
Business Saturday and Sunday Funday 
all weekend with  specials. Dec. 6 and 
7 Holidays in the Vineyards, featured 

Featured at the Bankhead 
Theater now through Janu-
ary 26th are works by some 
of the artists who participate 
in the Bothwell Show and 
Tell (and Critique if desired) 

Group.  The gathering of 
artists meet once a month 
and exchange ideas and 
techniques and show off 
their latest work. 

A landscape artist learns 

how an abstract artist directs 
the eye through the use of 
color and texture. A photog-
rapher learns about color to 
create depth. A painter learns 
about the use of light to 
direct the eye from a photog-
rapher. This build up of ideas 
helps create a stronger, more 
knowledgeable artist.  New 
materials, usage, composi-
tion and more are frequent 
topics of conversation.

 The meetings are also a 
chance for the members to 
exchange information about 
current art shows, opportu-
nities to exhibit, and simply 
to enjoy some camaraderie.

In the Founders Room is 
an exhibition of the sculp-
tures of ceramic/mixed me-
dia artist Jenn Brazelton. 
Inspired by the unity she 
sees in the world around 
her, she explores how unre-
lated elements interact and 
intersect to form harmonic 
relationships. Brazelton’s 
sculptures accentuate the 
connections, visual patterns, 
and the contradictions that 
she experiences in daily life, 
juxtaposing the macro and 
the micro to highlight visual 
parallels.

Brazelton lives in San 
Francisco and works at her 
studio at Dome Studios in 
Oakland, CA. Her work 
is featured in Glaze: The 
Ultimate Ceramic Artist's 
Guide to Glaze and Color 
by Brian Taylor and Kate 
Doody, in Lark Books pub-
lication “500 Raku Piec-
es," Politics of Perception: 
Post-Foucauldian Ceramics 
[Kindle Edition], in a public 
art installation in Argentina, 
and by Xanadu Gallery in 
Scottsdale, AZ.

There will be an opening 
Reception for both Exhibi-
tions on Wednesday, De-
cember 3rd from 6:00-7:30 
pm at the Bankhead Theatre, 
2400 First Street, Liver-
more. The reception is free 
and open to the public.

Art Exhibitions Open at the Bankhead Theater

Evening Spin by Jennifer McGregor

Magnolia Grandiflora by D'Anne Mille

Jenn Brazelton work
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wine, holiday specials; Vendors-
-Designed by the Sea-authentic 
seaglass jewelry by Lori Castro and 
FlowerCreek-handmade Hawaiian 
totes/bags by Marcie Diffenderfer. 
Music 1:30-4:30, Sat. Dave Lund, Sun. 
Meredith McHenry. 2245 S. Vasco Rd., 
Livermore, www.nottinghamcellars.
com, (925) 294-8647

Holidays in the Vineyards, noon to 4:30 
p.m. Dec. 6 and 7.   Livermore Valley 
wineries showcase their decorated 
tasting rooms, offer  special wines, 
and feature arts, crafts, holiday music, 
activities and more.  Donated toys are 
given to the local Toys for Tots program.  
Admission is free, however, tasting 
fees may apply and vary by winery. 

Holiday In The Vineyards With Eckert 
Estate Winery. Sat. & Sun., Dec. 6 
& 7, noon to 5pm.  Collecting new 
unwrapped toys for Toys For Tots. 
Holiday music. New released wines: 
2011 Docetto, NV Ensemble & 2012 
Livemore Cabernet Sauvignon for 
tasting and purchase. Food tastings 
and crafters: Murphy's Mustards, Vern 
and Pauline Barrel Crafts, more to be 
announced. 5963 Graham Court, Suite 
D, Livermore (925) 371-8606. www.
eckertestate.com

Wood Family Vineyards, Holidays in 
the Vineyards, Dec. 6 and 7, noon to 
4:30 p.m. New release of the 2012 
Zinfandel "Muy Bueno." Special tasting 
with a donation of a "toy for tots" or 
any $ donation for the purchase of a 
toy, taste the new release of the 2012 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Thomson Ranch.   
Enjoy a special soup prepared by Chef 
Eduardo Posada of Posada Catering, 
paired with the "Muy Bueno."  7702 
Cedar Mountain Drive, Livermore. 
www.woodfamilyvineyards.com/

Artisan Spirits & Brandy Works. Dec. 
6 and 7, noon to 5 p.m. Collecting 
new unwrapped toys for Toys for Tots. 
Taste Gold Medal winning Vodka. New 
releases of Raspberry Rapture, Vodka 
and Orange Spice Liqueur (aka. Holiday 
in a Glass). Holiday music, brandy 
distillation demos barrel tasting. 
Vendors. 5963 Graham Court, Suite 
D, Livermore. (925) 371-8606. www.
facebook.com/ArtisanSpiritsandBran-
dyWorks

Ring In The Holidays With Thomas 
Coyne Winery, Dec 6 & 7, noon  to 
5pm. Collecting new unwrapped 
toys for Toys For Tots.  Carolers and 
Michele's Jewelry Box, with Michele's 
fine hand crafted jewelry. Taste our 
award winning wines. 2405 Research 
Dr., Livermore. 373-6541. http://
thomascoynewinery.com

Wente Vineyards Estate Winery & Tast-
ing Room, The Winemakers Studio 
and Murrieta's Well Tasting Room 
celebrate the season during Holidays 
in the Vineyards, Dec. 6 and 7, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Santa will pay a special visit 
on Sunday, 1 to 3 p.m. (nominal fee for 
photo). Bring a new unwrapped toy for 
Toys for Tots. Bring your children to the 
Estate Winery for an opportunity to take 
a picture with Santa! (Sunday, 1-3 pm, 

nominal fee). Wente Vineyards and The 
Winemaker's Studio, 5565 Tesla Road, 
Livermore; Murrieta's Well Tasting 
Room, 3005 Mines Road, Livermore

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-

urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 21 
South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock Restau-
rant in Livermore/on Portola Avenue-- 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each month 
from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, full bar, 
small cover.

2nd Annual Holiday Youth Music 
Festival,  youth twist on the tale of 
"A Christmas Carol." Nov. 29, 2 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.  

December People plus OHK Holiday 
Food Drive benefit: Nov. 29, 8 p.m. DP 
puts on these amazing holiday shows 
each year to benefit local food banks, 
and asks ticket holders to bring as 
much food donations to the concerts 
as they can. Band: Gary Pihl (Boston), 
Robert Berry (Greg Kihn Band, Sammy 
Haggar Band), David Medd (The 
Tubes), David Lauser (Sammy Haggar 
Band), Jack Foster (Jack Foster Band).  
Tickets $25-$35 (a steal).  Venue: the 
historic Amador Theater, 1155 Santa 
Rita Road in Pleasanton. Purchase at: 
www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, 
or at the Box Office at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue 
in downtown Pleasanton.  SPECIAL 
GUEST: DP will be joined on 2 numbers 
by the Tri-Valley’s own Cantabella 
Children’s Chorus. 

2nd Annual Holiday Youth Music Fes-
tival. Fun holiday-themed afternoon 
for the whole family.  16 young local 
musicians, ages 10-16, present per-
formances set to a storyline inspired by 
the classic holiday character Ebenezer 
Scrooge. The young performers and 
writers will perform live songs set 
to an updated storyline that centers 
around Emilia Scrooge, a modern-day 
teen version of the popular holiday 
curmudgeon. Saturday, November 29, 
at 2:00 p.m. on the Firehouse Arts 
Center Stage.  General admission 
tickets: students $5, adults $10.  
Tickets available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the Box 
Office at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton.  
Free parking. 

Pleasanton Community Concert Band, 
holiday concert, 2 p.m. Nov. 30. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, 2 p.m. 
Nov. 30, Frideric Handel—Messiah. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Las Positas College, music department 
recital, 12:30 p.m. Dec. 3. Main Stage, 
Performing Arts Center, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. http://laspositas-

college.edu/performingarts 
Andy McKee, acoustic guitar. 8 p.m. Fri., 

Dec. 5. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

Sleeping Beauty, San Ramon Community 
Theater production directed by Lisa 
Barber. Based on the Fairy Tale by 
Charles Perrault. Weekends Dec. 5-21, 
8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m. 
Sundays.  n December 5th at San Ra-
mon's quaint Front Row Theater, 17011 
Bollinger Canyon Rd., San Ramon. For 
more information call 925-389-PLAY 
(7529) , or email info@sanramon-
communitytheater.org. 

Holiday Concert at Dublin Heritage 
Park, Dec. 6 and 7 at 3:30 p.m.  at the 
Old St. Raymond Church. Pre-pur-
chased tickets: $5 youth (12 & under), 
$8 adult (13 and older) Ticket prices at 
the door: $7 youth (12 and under), $10 
adult (13 and older). Light-hearted mu-
sical celebration of the season. (925) 
556-4500 for more information. 

Livermore-Amador Symphony, presents 
Musical Masterpieces, 8 p.m. Sat., 
Dec. 6, Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

An Irish Christmas, 2 p.m. Sun., Dec. 
7. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Las Positas College, chamber choir, 
orchestra, wind ensemble, 7 p.m. Dec. 
7. Main Stage, Performing Arts Center, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
http://laspositascollege.edu/perform-
ingarts

Asbury Christmas Concert – Asbury 
United Methodist Church will hold 
its 18th Annual Christmas Concert 
at 7 PM on Sunday Dec. 7, 2014 
in its Sanctuary at 4743 East Ave. 
in Livermore.  All of Asbury’s vocal 
choirs, the Asbury Band, several 
instrumentalists and the Asbury Ring-
ers will be performing. Asbury’s pipe 
organ will also be part of the evening’s 
musical offerings.  The concert is open 
to the public.  A free will offering can 
be made at the door.  There will be a 
punch and homemade cookie reception 
immediately following in the Fellowship 
Hall.  For more information call Jean 
Braun at 449-4168, the church office 
at 447-1950 or e-mail:  TerriG@
asburylive.org 

Winter Pops: Seasonal Classics, featur-
ing the musicians of the Amador Valley 
High School Wind Ensembles and the 
Cantabella Children's Chorus in an 
evening of traditional holiday favorites 
alongside contemporary band classics. 
A night of new holiday traditions. 7 
p.m. Tues., Dec. 9 at the Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., downtown 
Livermore. Tickets at the box office, 
online at www.bankheadtheater.org or 
by calling 373-6800.

David Lanz: Forever Christmas with 
Special Guest vocalist Kristin Amarie, 
Dec. 12, 8 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.  

Las Positas College, Winter Jazz Night, 

instrumental and vocal, 8 p.m. Dec. 
12. Main Stage, Performing Arts Center, 
3000 Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. 
http://laspositascollege.edu/perform-
ingarts

Close to You: Christmas with The 
Carpenters A Tribute to the Songs 
of The Carpenters, Dec. 13, 8 p.m. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.
org or 931-4848.  

Vintage Brass Quintet performs a 
holiday concert. 2 p.m. Sun., Dec. 14 
at the Pleasanton Library. Sponsored 
by Friends of the Pleasanton Public 
Library. On admission charge.  /www.
cityofpleasantonca.gov/services/
library/programs. 

Dan Hicks and the Hot Licks, New 
Year’s Eve Party, 8 p.m. Wed., Dec. 
31. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

ON THE STAGE
Candide, based on the novel by Voltaire 

and featuring Leonard Bernstein's 
score, this rollicking musical satire 
chronicles the lives and loves of Can-
dide, a simple soul whose glass is 
always half-full. Nov. 7-30. Douglas 
Morrisson Theatre, 22311 N. Third 
St., Hayward. (510) 881-6777; www.
dmtonline.org

Holiday Shorts: A Long Winter’s 
Tale. Creatures of Impulse, the City 
of Pleasanton’s teen improv troupe, 
presents 6th season of the Holiday-
themed improv show in two unique 
performances Thursday, Dec 4 and 
Friday, Dec 5 at 7:30pm. Audience 
suggestions inspire holiday themed 
games, scenes, and improv fun in the 
first act, then an entire holiday play in 
the second act. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
General admission tickets: $10 Adult, 
$5 Student.  Tickets available at www.
firehousearts.org, 925-931-4848, or at 
the Box Office at the center. 

My Son Pinocchio Jr., Pleasanton Civic 
Arts Stage Company, Dec. 12-21, Fri. 
7:30 p.m., Sat. 2 and 7:30 p.m. and 
Sun. 2 p.m. Amador Theater, 1155 
Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton.  www.
firehousearts.org or 931-4848.

COMEDY
Big Fat Year End Kiss Off XXII Com-

edy Show featuring Will Durst And 
Company, 8 p.m. Dec. 26, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore.  
www.bankheadtheater.org. 373-6800. 

MOVIES
Classic Film Series, First Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 p.m.  through June 
2015. Pleasanton Library meeting 
room.  The programs are free and all 
are welcome to attend. Note that some 
films are mature in content and may 
not be suitable for children. 

DANCE
Las Positas College, dance production, 

8 p.m., Dec. 6. Main Stage, Performing 

The Celtic Christmas Concert & Gathering celebrates 
its fourth year with a special musical treat on Sunday, 
December 7th, starting at 6pm with the gathering and the 
concert at 7:30pm.

The event will be held at the Bothwell Arts Center in 
Livermore.

 Pog Mo Thoin, fronted by Irish-born Gabe Duffin, 
is a popular local band that features lively jigs and Irish 
folk songs, including the energetic past-Tempest fiddler 
Michael Mullen.  For this event, the show includes special 
guest Steve Kritzer and a guest appearance by Erin Ruth 
Thompson.

This family friendly event will feature live music, a 
potluck meal, free cider and tea. Wine and beer will be 
available for purchase. Guests are asked to bring the potluck 
dish of their choice.

Admission is $20 at the door; advance tickets through 
December 6th are $15 at the Bankhead Theater box office, 
2400 First Street, Livermore, at 925-373-6800 or online at 
www.bankheadtheater.org. 

The event is produced by Gabe Duffin with support by 
the Bothwell Arts Center and LVPAC. It is a fundraiser 
for the Bothwell, which benefits local cultural arts. The 
Bothwell is located at 2466 8th Street and is a project of 
Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center, a not-for-profit 
corporation.

 

Celtic Christmas at the Bothwell

(continued on page 10)

Michael Mullen
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Arts Center, 3000 Campus Hill Dr., 
Livermore. http://laspositascollege.
edu/performingarts 

The Nutcracker - Valley Dance Theater, 
annual Tri-Valley holiday event: full pro-
duction of The Nutcracker,accompanied 
by the Livermore-Amador Symphony. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Dec. 13, 20 and 21, 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m.; Dec. 14, 2 p.m.; and Dec. 
19, 7 p.m. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Square dancing for all ages 8 years 
and up, Thursdays from 7:00-8:30pm 
at Del Valle High, 2253 5th Street, 
Livermore. Families and friends 
welcome. September classes are free 
to new dancers. Questions? Margaret 
925-447-6980. 

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Audition for "How the Other Half Dies" 

or come out to get involved behind the 
scenes. 7 p.m. Tues., Dec. 2, Sunol 
Glen Auditorium, 11601 Main St., 
Sunol. "How the Other Half Dies" is a 
fast-paced murder-mystery parody. 
In a desperate attempt to become a 
member of Harriet Hammer’s posh 
country club, Sybil Chasteen invites 
Ms. Hammer to a formal dinner party 
on the same day that she discovers 
a dead body in the trunk of her new 
car. While Sybil waits impatiently for 
the authorities, the corpse, nicknamed 
Mr. X, sits propped up on her sofa as 
the list of murder suspects grows. 
The police, distracted by a few other 
cases, finally arrive only to find Sybil’s 
life spiraling recklessly out of control 
in this door-slamming, phone ringing, 
ridiculously fun play that includes 
backstage rim shots, witty one-liners 
and a backyard wedding. Information 
at www.Sunol.net/SRT

CHORAL
Annual Sing-It-Yourself Messiah, Valley 

Concert Chorale, December 5, 2014, 
7:30 pm, Asbury Methodist Church 
(New location), 4743 East Ave. Liver-
more. www.valleyconcertchorale.org

Joys of Winter, Pacific Masterworks 
Chorus concert, 4 p.m. Dec. 7 at  John 
Knox Presbyterian Church, 7421 Ama-
rillo Road, Dublin. Buy tickets online at 
www.pacificmasterworkschorus.org, 
purchase at the door, or contact Tick-
ets@PacificMasterworksChorus.org 

Cantabella Children’s Chorus: an-
nual winter concert, Make We Merry,  
Saturday, December 13 at 1:00 PM 
and 4:00 PM, at St. Elizabeth Seton 
Catholic Church, 4001 Stoneridge 
Drive, Pleasanton. For the 23nd year in 
a row, Cantabella presents a seasonal 
blend of reverence and merriment 
featuring Tri-Valley children from K-12 
performing choral music accompanied 
by professional chamber musicians. 
Repertoire includes Salvator Mundi’s 
A Carol Sequence by William Mathias 
and other more familiar carols such 
as Feliz Navidad and It’s The Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year. Audience 
sing-along too! Come celebrate the 

sounds of the season! Tickets: Adults 
$18. Youth under 18 free (restrictions 
apply). For information and tickets, go 
to Cantabella.org/tickets.

Christmas at the Mission, Mission 
Peak Chamber Singers, A Renaissance 
Holiday, Dec. 6, 8 p.m. and Dec. 7 at 
4 p.m. music of the late Renais-
sance and early Baroque with such 
composers as Gabrieli, Praetorius, and 
Palestrina as well as carols from the 
period and caroling with the audience. 
For information or to purchase tickets, 
visit www.chambersingers.org or call 
Brown Paper Tickets at 1-800-838-
3006. Historic Mission San Jose, 
43300 Mission Boulevard, Fremont

Holiday Classic & Contemporary, Valley 
Concert Chorale. Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m.  
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1225 Hopyard 
Rd., Pleasanton; and Dec. 14, 3 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, 4th and L 
Streets, Livermore. www.valleyconcer-
tchorale.org

A Chanticleer Christmas, 7:30 p.m. 
Tues., Dec. 22. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.bank-
headtheater.org or 373-6800.

OPERA
Amahl and the Night Visitors by Gian 

Carlo Menotti, presented by the Liver-
more Valley Opera. 2 and 5 p.m. Sat., 
Dec. 13, First Presbyterian Church, 202 
5th St., Livermore. Ticket information 
at  www.livermorevalleyopera.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Political Issues Book Club meets the 

4th Tuesday of each month, and reads 
books about issues and trends that 
are driving current affairs in both the 
national and international arenas.  
Topics that have been covered include 
politics, governance, economics, mili-
tary affairs, history, sociology, science, 
the climate, and religion. Contact Rich 
at 872-7923, for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a member-
centered book group led by a small 
group of book club veterans, with 
reading selections based on member 
recommendations and consensus. 
No homework required– share your 
insights or just listen in! Contact Susan 
at 337-1282 regarding the We’re 
Talkin’ Books! Club.

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., Liver-
more. Sponsored by LVPAC and Peet's. 
Information go to http://facebook.com/
StoriedNights 

City of Dublin’s 31st Annual Tree Light-
ing Ceremony,  Thursday, December 
4, from 7:00 - 8:30 PM, at the Dublin 
Civic Center, 100 Civic Plaza. The Dub-
lin Unified School District Children’s 
Choir, under the direction of Irene Fong, 
and the Fallon Middle School Jazz 
Band, led by Lee Carpenter, will provide 
seasonal entertainment. Refreshments 
will be served after the performance, 
and children may meet a special visitor 

(Organizations wishing to run notices 
in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of 
Bulletin Board or email information to ed-
itmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Silent Auction donations, Kings of 
Columbus, Michael J. Costello Council of 
Pleasanton hosting 46th annual Crab Feed 
and raffle/silent auction Sat., Jan. 17 at 
St. Augustine Hall in Pleasanton. Dona-
tions are needed for the raffle and silent 
auction. All proceeds benefit nonprofit 
charities and ministries. All participating 
firms will be included in a donors' list. 
For information, contact Lou Sanero at 
lpsantero@yahoo.com.

Fertile Groundworks offers op-
portunities to volunteer in a community 
educational garden each Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10:00-noon and Fridays 
from 3:00-6:00. Additional volunteer 
opportunities are available the 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd Saturdays of the month from 
9:00-noon. The organization provides 
organically grown produce to local food 
programs for those in need, as well as 
serving as a teaching garden. Those 
interested to visit www.fertilegroundworks.
org and like us on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/FertileGroundWorks) 
to sign-up for volunteer opportunities. 
4743 East Ave., Livermore (directly behind 
Asbury United Methodist Church).

Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring 
Club, Livermore Amador Valley Garden 
Club will meet on Thursday, December 11, 
2014, 6:30pm at the Cresta Blanca-North 
room at the Robert Livermore Community 
Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore.  This 
is a change from the usual meeting place 
in Pleasanton, for December only. The 
speakers will be Janie and Roger Chapin, 
LAVGC members who took a six week tour 
of English gardens. Learn about English 
gardens and view Roger's photographs.  
Prior to the business meeting there will be 
potluck dinner.  Visitors are welcome.  For 
more information,  call Bev at 925 485 
7812 or visit www.lavgc.org. 

Crab Feed, Sat., Jan. 31, Shrine 
Event Center, 170 Lindberg Ave., Liver-
more, 6 p.m. to midnight. St. Michael's/
St. Charles CYO basketball fund-raiser. 
Includes dinner and dancing as well 
as raffle prizes. All you can eat crab or 
chicken, pasta, bread and salad. Adults 
only please, $45 per person. Purchase 
online drink and raffle tickets smsccyo.
org. Additional information njfromindy@
yahoo.com or 216-2519. 

Ohlone Audubon will meet Tuesday, 
December 2, at 7:30pm at Pleasanton 
Middle School, 5001 Case Avenue, 
Pleasanton. John Bourgeois, executive 
manager of the South Bay Salt Pond 
Restoration Project will speak on "Restor-
ing the Wild Heart of the South Bay." Also 
member slide show and Annual Holiday 
Cookie Exchange. All are welcome and 
it is not necessary to bring cookies. For 
more information go to the website www.
ohloneaudubon.org

Crab Feed, sponsored by the 
Livermore High School Alumni Assoc. 
on Friday, March 20, 2015. Event sup-
ports programs, students, & faculty at 
Livermore High School. More info to come. 

Want tickets? Want to help? Contact 
livermorehighalumni@gmail.com or Ray 
at 925-606-5518.

Tri-Valley Democrats, San Ramon 
Valley, Diablo Valley, Lamorinda & Contra 
Costa Young Dems Democratic Clubs 
seasonal party Sat., Dec. 6 at the IBEW 
Hall, 6250 Village Pkwy, Dublin Set up 
at 5:30 p.m., party at 6:30.  Meet many 
elected officials & have lots of fun. Pot 
Luck Dinner: last name A-M bring ~ Side 
dish, N-S~ Salad, T-Z~ Dessert. RSVP: 
SHGold237@aol.com so we can know 
how much food is needed. 

GNON and Cellar Door in Pleasanton 
invite women and spouses to the annual 
Holiday Party on Mon., Dec. 8 from 5 to 
8 p.m. 4469 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
Raffle prizes, socializing, food, wines, 
beer and a special visit from Santa. 
RSVP and prepay required, limited to 
first 75. $10 pp for GNON members and 
spouses; $15 pp for nonmembers and 
spouses. www.gnon.org/rsvp.html or call 
925-487-4748

Livermore-Amador Genealogi-
cal Society will present Teresa Parham 
speaking on “Hitting the Mother Lode”. 
The presentation will be at 7:30 P.M. 
Mon., Dec. 3 at Congregation Beth 
Emek in Pleasanton. Through dedicated 
research her mother discovered that 
FC Ewer, Teresa’s paternal 4th great 
grandfather had spent time in California 
during the 1850’s. Teresa Parham is 
currently the Teen Services Librarian at 
the Pleasanton Public Library. Her father 
was born in Santiago Chile and is a 
retired Commander in the U. S. Navy. All 
are welcome and there is no charge. For 
further information contact program@L-
AGS.ORG

Mini Cheer Clinic, offered by the 
Foothill High School Competition Cheer 
team. Participants will earn the latest 
moves, fun dances and all the cool 
cheers on Saturday, December 6, 2014 
from 9:00 am - 1:30 pm at FHS. This 
mini cheer clinic is open to students 
from K-6 grade. The $50 fee includes 
camp, lunch and a t-shirt. There will be a 
parent performance at 1:00 pm. Space is 
limited, so register early. Download a flyer 
and the registration form at: http://www.
foothillfalcons.org/apps/pages/index.
jsp?type=d&uREC_ID=188125&pREC_
ID=443516. Contact Danette Ondi at 
danette.o@comcast.net or 925-699-
4856 with any questions.

Writing club for young adults, 
Whether a seasoned writer or just starting 
out, join published Young Adult author J.L. 
Powers at Livermore Public Library for 
the Writing Club for Young Adults, ages 13 
through 21 will meet from 6:30 to 8:00 
pm on the third Thursday of the month:  
December 18, 2014. The meetings will 
be held at the Civic Center Library, 1188 
South Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 
The club is free and no registration is 
required. For more information, please 
visit TEEN SPACE on the library’s website: 
www.livermorelibrary.net, or contact 
Jennifer at 925-373-5576.

Eric's Corner is a free support 
group for people who are dealing with a 
diagnosis of Epilepsy. Meetings are held 
at 5725 W Las Positas Blvd., second floor, 
Pleasanton. We meet from 6:30 -8;00 
on the third Thursday of each month. 
For more information please visit us at 

Anastasis Ballet Company presents Handel’s Messiah 
Ballet. The performance will take place at 7:30 p.m. on 
Dec. 13 at the Castro Valley Center for the Arts, 19501 
Redwood Rd., Castro Valley. This unique cultural fine 
arts production presents George Fredrick Handel’s 1742 
masterpiece, Messiah. Classical ballet and excerpts 
from messiah are paired for a holiday performance. 
The classical ballet is performed by Anastasis Ballet 
Company’s professional dancers.  For more information, 
please visit www.anastasisballet.org or contact us as 
info@anastasisballet.org. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.cvartsfoundation.org or by calling the 
box office at 510-889-8961.

from the North Pole. For more informa-
tion,  contact the City of Dublin Parks 
and Community Services Department 
at (925) 556-4500.

Christmas Display Opening Date: Dea-
con Dave’s House of the Dove  32nd 
Annual Christmas Display will open 
December 5th at 6:30 p.m.  the first 
Friday in December.  Christmas Pro-
cession will come down Hillcrest Ave. 
from Fordham Way to the House of the 
Dove where the opening ceremonies 
will take place.  The Christmas Display 
will close Thursday January 1st. New 
Years Night at 9 p.m. 352 Hillcrest 
Ave., Livermore. 

Holiday Tea, Dublin Heritage Park and 
Museums. Dec. 6 and 7 at 1 p.m. $25 
per person.  Lunch will begin with 
scones, lemon curd and a hot pot of 
tea, followed by finger sandwiches, 
cheese and an indulgent dessert. Tour 
the Kolb House, decorated for a farm 
Christmas morning.  (925) 556-4500 
for more information

Annual Hometown Holiday Celebration 
in Pleasanton on  Saturday, December 
6 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. along Main 
Street in downtown Pleasanton. The 
centerpiece of this free event is a fes-
tive, community-based parade followed 
by the lighting of a huge holiday tree 
in front of the Museum on Main. www.
cityofpleasantonca.gov

Home for the Holidays, December 6, 
2014 -- 12noon - 4 p.m. Downtown 
Livermore, horse drawn carriage rides, 
holiday performances and snow in 
Lizzie Fountain. livermoredowntown.
com

19th Annual Holiday Sights & Sounds 
Parade and the lighting of Livermore’s 
Holiday Tree “Bruce Sprucetree,” Dec. 
6, downtown Livermore, 6 p.m.  local 
marching bands, music, light displays, 
and Santa Claus. Tree lighting to follow 
parade. livermoredowntown.com

Las Positas College, stories and 
speeches, 7 p.m., Dec. 11, Main Stage, 
Performing Arts Center, 3000 Campus 
Hill Dr., Livermore. http://laspositas-
college.edu/performingarts

Ravenswood Victorian Yuletide, Sunday, 
December 14, 2014, noon to 4 p.m. 
Music, entertainment, carriage rides, 
food, crafts, Santa. Food available. 
Ravenswood Historic Site, 2647 Arroyo 
Road, Livermore. Free admission.

Trinity Church, Livermore, traditional 
Christmas presentation of the birth 
of Jesus Christ. All new for this year. 
Presentation will be December 18th 
through the 21st this year at Trinity 
Church, 557 Olivina Avenue, Livermore, 
7 to 9 pm each evening. The presenta-
tion is free and everyone in the Bay 
Area is invited.
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ericscorner.org 
Tea Dance featuring The Mel-

lotones Combo Jazz Band, presented by 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Pleasant Post 
6298, 1 to 3:15 p.m. Veterans Hall, 301 
Main St., Pleasanton. Music from the 
American songbook played for listening 
and dancing for a variety of ballroom ex-
periences. Admission $10. Food and drink 
will be provided. Proceeds benefit needy 
veterans and their families. Information 
joephylb@att.net or 443-2224.

 Pleasanton Lions Club- welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our commu-
nity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd 
& 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 
The Regalia House, 4133 Regalia Ct., 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers, reaching 
out to those in need in the Tri-Valley and 
having fun doing it. Regular meetings are 
held on the third Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 Valley 
Ave., Pleasanton. For more information, 
see our website, www.amadorvalley.
assistanceleague.org, e-mail assistance-
leagueamadorvalley@yahoo.com, or call 
(925) 461-6401.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since Janu-
ary 2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620.

ClutterLess (CL), This is a nonprofit, 
peer-based, self-help, support group for 
people with difficulty discarding unwanted 
possessions. Meetings room 7 at 7 p.m. 
every Monday at the St. Mary & St. John 
Coptic Orthodox Church. Room 7, 4300 
Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just come or 
call our 925-525-3992 or 925-922-1467 
or go to www.ClutterLess.org

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Shepherd's Gate Thrift Store, 
1362 Railroad Avenue, Livermore. Open 
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Last 
Friday of every month 50% off most of 
the store sale. For more information visit 
www.shepgate.org/holiday

Bereaved Mother’s Network of 
the Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore 
Civic Center Library, Small Conference 
Room. The aim of the network is to allow 
bereaved mothers to make connections 
with, share resources, and support other 
mothers who have been through the 
worst experience of their lives, losing 
a child. For more information, contact 
katiestrube@comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 

socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 
or visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Overeaters Anonymous. All are 
welcome. Tuesdays, 7 p.m. No weigh-ins, 
free will donations for rent.  St. Bar-
tholomew's Episcopal Church, 678 Enos 
Way, Livermore.  Call Nora for further 
information at (925)337-9118.

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Liver-
more to provide information and referrals 
and provide community education at 
senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alam-
eda County. The Tri-Valley office is located 
at 3311 Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 
and can be reached by phone at (925) 
371-1531, by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or 
by e-mail at abril.tamayo@cril-online.
org. All services are free.

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness), Tri-Valley Parent Resource and 
Support Group is a twice-a-month parent 
support group for parents with children 
to age 18 diagnosed with or suspected of 
having bipolar or other mood disorders. 
It meets First and third Tuesdays of each 
month from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m at 
Pathways To Wellness, 5674 Stoneridge 
Dr., Suite #114, Pleasanton. The group 
is drop-in, no registration required and 
is free. Suzi Glorioso by phone: (925) 
443-1797 or by e-mail: glorios4@
comcast.net

Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families Program offers services to 
Veteran families, including housing 
assistance. The program can offer rental 
deposit assistance for those veterans 
who are ready to move in and simply 
need move in cost covered. The program 
is looking to work with landlords who will 
accept rental deposit assistance from the 
program, who can provide a safe clean 
apartment complex and landlords who 
are willing to work with Veterans who may 
have housing barriers. Reina Brunson, 
SSVF Housing Specialist, (510) 358-
5866, rbrunson@abodeservices.org

 
RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel and 
10:00 a.m. Traditional Service in the 
Sanctuary and children’s program www.
fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 
Walnut St., Livermore, holds Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m. with Sunday school for all 
ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes during 
adult worship service. AWANA children's 
program Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 
or www.Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 

Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. 
The church and reading room are located 
at Third and N Streets. The Reading 
Room, which is open to the public, fea-
tures books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 
7 p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sun-
day Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Chapel Livermore, 
meetings Sundays at 10 a.m. Robert 
Livermore Community Center, 4444 East 
Ave., Livermore. (925) 447-4357 - www.
calvarylivermore.org.

United Christian Church, www.
uccliv.org, a gay-welcoming congrega-
tion offering community and spiritual 
encouragement for questioners, seekers 
and risk-takers. Worships on Sunday 
morning at 9:00 a.m. All are welcome. 
1886 College Ave. at M St,, Livermore; 
call 449-6820 for more information.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Con-
cannon Boulevard, Livermore. Services: 
Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; worship 
service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
243 Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-
5462, services on Saturday: Sabbath 
school 9:30 a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.
livermoresda.org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday 
School 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children’s Church 11:15 a.m. Women's 
Bible study Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Inter-
cessory prayer 1st and 3rd Wednesdays. 
Senior adult ministries meet every other 
month.  846-8650  

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore.Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, youth activities 
and children's choir at 6:30 p.m. Child 
care during all events. 447-1848, www.
trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomi-
tas Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups 
following the John Main tradition, every 
Monday 5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, 
contact Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information call the 
church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. Church: Service Schedule: 
8:00 a.m. Contemplative Eucharist; 9:15 
a.m. Adult Bible Study (check web-site): 
10:25 Sunday School (Godly Play); 10:30: 
Sung Eucharist with choir, child care 
provided. 1:00 p.m. Youth Group. www.
saintbartslivermore.com

Tri-Valley Church of Christ at 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore, worship service 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m. Sundays, all are 
welcome. 925-447-4333 ( a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.)

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Wor-
ship Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. 
All are welcomed. www.pathwaycom-
muntiychurch.org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. 9:00 a.m. wor-
ship service. Bible Study/Sunday School 
10:20. Bible Basics Class, which explores 
the main teachings of the Bible, meets 
at 7:00 Sunday night. Call 371-6200 
or email pmjrmueller@gmail.com for 
more info. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, 4481 
East Avenue, Livermore; 447-433.3 www.
trivalleychurch.org. Update on classes 
for The Story 9 to 10:00 a.m.. Worship 
Service 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 
501 North P Street, Livermore, Pas-
tors are Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly 
ministries: Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching 
Sessions; Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy 
Grounds Fellowship; Sunday Worship 
Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary aged 
children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 7 
p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; all 
ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate Recovery. 
925-449-4848.

Centerpointe Church, 3410 Corner-
stone Court, Pleasanton. Services: 9 a.m. 
blended with choir and band. Childcare 
offered for infants through age 6 and 
children start in the worship service. 
10:40 a.m. contemporary worship led by 
a band. Sunday school for children and 
middle-schoolers. www.centerpointe-
church.org 925-846-4436.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
Meeting at Altamont Creek Elementary 
School, 6500 Garraventa Ranch Road, 
Livermore. Services at 10:00 a.m.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

St. Francis of Assisi Anglican 

Church (1928 Book of Common Prayer), 
193 Contractors Avenue, Livermore. 
Sunday services: 8:45 am (Low Mass) 
and 10 am (High Mass with Sunday 
School). Other Holy Days as announced. 
For information, call msg. center at 
925/906-9561.

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and 
dry goods, toiletries, and school supplies 
(only available prior to the start of the 
school year). Those with an immedi-
ate need or who would like to donate 
nonperishable food items, call the office 
at (925) 479-1414 to begin the process. 
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
and Thursday 4 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up 
by appointment only. The Outreach Center 
will be open every 4th Saturday to distrib-
ute bags from Fresh and Easy Market and 
Sprouts. This will be on a first come first 
serve basis between 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 2333 Nissen Drive, Livermore.

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave. offers a friendly 
congregation where all are welcome. 
Worship at 9 or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays 
with Sunday school for youth and adults 
at 10:30 a.m. and childcare at both 
services. Contact Rev. Heather Hammer 
at 846-0221, send an email to office@
lynnewood.org or visit website at www.
lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints: 9050 Mocho St., 
Livermore. 3rd ward 9 a.m., 2nd ward 11 
a.m., Mocho branch (Spanish) 2:10 p.m. 
1501 Hillcrest Ave., Livermore: 1st ward, 
9 a.m.; 4th ward 11 a.m., Springtown 
ward, 1 p.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa 
Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 
p.m. at 3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 
3rd Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vine-
yard Ave. Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 
1st Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village 
Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday wor-
ship service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
for ages 3-18 during worship. Adult 
education Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High 
youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High 
school youth group Sundays 5:50-8:00 
p.m. www.jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 

worship on 2nd and 4th Mondays each 
month at 7pm, 1893 N. Vasco Rd. (UU 
Church). More information: Livermore-
Quakers@gmail.com or (925) 315-7170.

Community Bible Study Women’s 
class of Pleasanton, “Return to Jerusa-
lem: God’s Mercy and Faithfulness to His 
People” will be the featured study his fall. 
A children’s program is available for in-
fants to 5 years old. Class continues each 
week on Thursdays at 9:30-11:30am 
until May 14, 2014. Valley Bible Church, 
7106 Johnson Dr., Pleasanton. Contact 
Sherri at 925-399-5074 or email sherri.
cbs@gmail.com for more information or 
to register.”

Unity of Tri-Valley, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 
Sunday service; children’s program avail-
able. All are welcome. Ongoing classes, 
groups, and activities. Rev. Karen Epps, 
minister. http://www.unityoftrivalley.org/ 
925.829-2733.

Trinity Church, Livermore, 
traditional Christmas presentation of 
the birth of Jesus Christ. All new for this 
year. Presentation will be December 
18th through the 21st this year at Trinity 
Church, 557 Olivina Avenue, Livermore, 
7 to 9 pm each evening. The presentation 
is free and everyone in the Bay Area is 
invited.

Lighting Chanukah menorah: 10th 
annual Chanukah Wonderland at Stoner-
idge Shopping Center in Pleasanton, 5:30 
to 7 p.m. on Dec. 16. Chanukah Under 
the Stars in front of the Bankhead Theater 
in Livermore, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Dec. 
20. Celebrating the eight-day festival 
of lights. The Mall celebration includes 
holiday games and crafts, live music and 
Han treats. Both events are sponsored 
by the Chabad of the Tri-Valley. www.
jewishtrivalley.com/

Grief Workshop, Bi-monthly work-
shop to help with healing. St. Elizabeth 
Church, 4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton. 
Second and fourth Thursday evenings 
at 7:30pm. Dec 11th 2014, January 8th 
& 22nd, February 12th & 26th , March 
12th & 26th 2015. No per-registration is 
necessary. These sessions are open to all, 
regardless of religious affiliation. Please 
call Mary Hagerty at 925-846-5377 for 
more information.

Christmas Nativity Display, 
featuring treasured Nativity Scenes from 
around the world. Dec. 7, 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m. at St. Elizabeth Seton Chapel, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Sponsored 
by Italian Catholic Federation and CCOP 
Diversity Committee. All are invited to 
view the display.
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Manufacturing soft-
ware specialist company 
Seabrook Technology Group 
announced the expansion of 
its US operations to Dublin. 

The new office is located 
in one of Dublin’s  580 Ex-
ecutive Center.  The 580 Ex-
ecutive Center is owned by 
Kevin Ring, who is an Irish 
citizen, and his wife Gail. It 
is managed by Kathy Young.  

Sean O’Sullivan, CEO 
and founder of Seabrook 
Technology Group, said, 
“We are delighted with the 
opening of the new office. 
While we already have op-
erations on the East Coast 
and in the Mid-West, this 
expansion to California 
showcases our success since 
our expansion into North 
America just over two years 
ago. For me, the new office 
symbolizes the success we 
are having at Seabrook. We 

The Sandra J. Wing Heal-
ing Therapies Foundation 
(SJWHTF) has reached a 
significant milestone in pro-
viding over 500 grants to 
those in need.

The foundation has been 
issuing funds for 5 years 
(since July 1, 2009) and 
continues its commitment 
to helping cancer patients.

Serving the five Tri-
Valley cities of Pleasan-
ton, Dublin, San Ramon, 
Livermore and Danville, 
the Sandra J. Wing Heal-
ing Therapies Foundation 
provides funds so that can-
cer patients can experience 
the immediate benefit of 
complementary therapies 
to help alleviate the side 
effects caused by radiation 
and chemotherapy. These 
therapies include  guided/
visual imagery, acupuncture, 
acupressure, therapeutic 
massage and deep breathing 
meditation.

The Foundation reaches 
out to anyone residing in 
the Tri-Valley diagnosed 
with cancer who is under 
the care of a physician, is 
receiving cancer treatment, 
and does not have insurance 
that will cover the cost of 
these therapies.

For information, visit 
www.healingtherapiesfoun-
dation.org, like us on Face-
book, follow us on Twitter 
or view videos on YouTube.

Tickets for the founda-
tion’s annual fundraiser, The 
Ragin’ Cajun, are available 
at a reduced price if pur-
chased before 12/24/14.  

Go to www.healingther-
apiesfoundation.org and 
purchase your ticket for this 
always-sold-out event for 
16% off, or $105.00.

Anna of Music Time Academy hosted Livermore Moms for a group workshops focusing 
on learning music fundamentals (which can later be applied to any instrument) through  
musical play.  Visitors worked on developing expressive movement, vocalization, 
listening, and basic instrument play. Classes utilized both classic children’s music 
and rock/pop songs, and a variety of instruments to explore.

Assistance League provides 
Clothing and Books 
to Children in Need

In the Tri-Valley, there are families struggling to make 
ends meet. They have been identified by their children’s 
schools.  Each year, Assistance League® of Amador Valley 
comes to their aid.   As part of a national non-profit organiza-
tion, this chapter is made up of 83 members who put caring 
and commitment into action through community-based 
philanthropic programs.  

The largest of these programs is called Operation School 
Bell®. This year, 388 youngsters were able to shop for 
school clothes individually with a member or community 
volunteer at Kohl’s Stores.  Each child was allotted up to 
$145 to spend and then given a $20 gift card for PayLess 
Shoes, a book and a toothbrush kit.  

Nancy Carter and Carol Sum have led this program for 
many years spending  countless hours making this a reality. 
“The thousands of dollars were very well-spent,” said Carter.  

Sum added, “One little boy couldn’t believe he was re-
ceiving something new, having always worn used clothes.”  

For more information, go to www.amadorvalley.assis-
tanceleague.org, e-mail assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

are overwhelmed with the 
welcome we have received 
here in California.”  

Speaking at the office 
opening celebrations the 
Mayor of Dublin Tim Sbran-
ti expressed his appreciation 
to the Seabrook Team for 
choosing Dublin as the loca-
tion for the new office.  He 
thanked Seabrook for “...
helping put Dublin on the 
map even more by having 
a growing tech company 
locate in our city.” 

Dublin California has 
Irish links that date back to 
1850. The Mayor stressed 
how there has “always been 
a desire in Dublin, Califor-
nia to have a strong con-
nection with Ireland. This 
includes opportunities for 
Irish companies to come to 
Dublin for commerce and 
vica versa.”

Seabrook’s announce-

ment reflects the company’s 
plan to continue to grow its 
workforce in 2015. Over the 
past nine months, Seabrook 
has built on its Manufac-
turing Enterprise Solution 
knowledge and expertise 
with the addition of three ex-
perienced MES resources to 
the global team.  Seabrook 
has also attained a Manager, 
Project Management Office, 
to maintain and exceed stan-
dards for project manage-
ment. This new appointment 
will standardize and enforce 
repetition in the execution 
of projects to the benefit of 
customers. 

  Seabrook was formed 
in Cork, Ireland, twenty five 
years ago and in that time 
has built up a considerable 
presence in Ireland, Europe, 
South East Asia and the 
United States.

Seabrook Technology Expands to Dublin

Foundation 
Reaches a 
Milestone

Helping a young shopper is Marlene Tolegian from the 
Amador Assistance League.


