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entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

PET OF THE WEEK
Joe Cocker will melt your heart with his soulful eyes and 
mussy hairdo. The two-year-old black Spaniel mix recently 
had hip surgery, thanks to a little help from his friends in the 
community, and now he is healed and ready for adoption. 
No cats, please! Come meet this affable sweetheart at Valley 
Humane Society today, 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am – 4 pm. For more info 
visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane 
Society/V. Kelly

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Downtown Pleasanton is all dressed up for the holidays. The official tree lighting ceremony will take place in front of the Museum on 
Main on Sat., Dec. 3 following the annual parade. The parade is set to begin at 5 p.m. For information on festive celebrations in all three 
Valley cities, go to page 12.

Alameda County District Attor-
ney Nancy E. O’Malley listed new 
resources created in response to 
the recent increase in hate related 
criminal activity and hate rhetoric 
reported in communities around 
the county.

On Tuesday, November 22, 
2016, the Alameda County DA’s 
Office activated a hotline number 
available for the reporting of hate-
related crimes: 510-208-4824 with 

By Carol Graham
He is a gentleman, shy and 

humble, living quietly and alone 
after his wife's passing in 2014. 
At 90 years old, he felt it was too 
late to tell his story, that it would 
simply fade away into the ocean 
of time. 

Then something happened, the 
2016 presidential election, and 
Werner Ganz knew his story must 
be told.

"Very few people alive in the 
world can bear witness to the 
history he lived through and the 
people he knew," said Jeff Katz, 
sales advisor at Livermore's Heri-
tage Estates where Ganz has lived 
since 2007. "Werner is a super 
nice, considerate gentleman. It’s 
huge that he has agreed to discuss 
his life. What he has to say and 
his life story will have significant 
meaning and truth as far as the 
current national political climate 
is concerned."

Ganz was born on January 30, 
1926, in Aachen, a town on Ger-
many's western border. 

"My parents were Jewish, but 
that was unimportant until 1933," 
said Ganz. "Then Hitler won an 
election. The reason for his win-
ning was that there was a great 
deal of dissatisfaction. Memories 
of the lost war in 1918, subsequent 
runaway inflation, unemployment, 
and a difficult transition from a 
monarchy to an ineffective repub-
lic resulted in the disillusionment 
of the people, making it possible 
for Hitler to convince them he 
would solve all the problems."

Ganz, only 7 years old at the 
time, recalled his father saying 
with great apprehension, "So, 
Hitler finally made it." 

"That day my whole life 
changed," recalled Ganz. "We 
were Jewish, and part of Hitler's 
propaganda that had gotten him 
elected was convincing the popu-
lace that the dissatisfaction was 
the fault of the Jews. Having been 
given power to rule by decree, 
he immediately put into effect a 
policy forbidding Jewish children 
to attend school."

Because his father had served 
on the front during WWI, Ganz 
was permitted to continue attend-
ing school for a time. Yet from 
1933-38, his childhood kept get-
ting worse.  

"More anti-Jewish regulations 
were passed and I was subjected 
to bullying by my classmates," 
he said.

Then, one afternoon in No-
vember 1938, Ganz's parents were 
surprised to see him coming home 
from school early. In France, a 
Polish-Jewish refugee had assas-
sinated a German official, an event 
that allowed Hitler to ratchet up 
anti-Jewish aggression and led, 
two days later, to Kristallnacht, the 
"night of broken glass" in which 
Nazi activists looted and burned 
7,500 Jewish businesses and 267 
synagogues, and arrested 25,000 

By Carol Graham
A public meeting held to ad-

dress proposed ordinances regulat-
ing medical cannabis dispensaries, 
delivery, and cultivation in the 
unincorporated east Alameda 
County took place on November 
15 in Dublin.  More than 60 people 
attended the evening meeting. 

"The purpose of the meeting 
was to provide more east county 

The Livermore City Council 
voted to participate in the Alameda 
County Community Choice Ag-
gregation (CCA) energy program.

CCA enables local jurisdictions 
to procure electricity on behalf of 
customers within its borders. Goals 
of the program are to promote 
renewable energy, reduce green-
house gas emissions, and provide 
energy at a lower rate.

PG&E will continue to dis-
tribute the electricity and will bill 
customers.

Consumers can opt out of the 
program and remain with PG&E 
if they choose to do so.

Story Told In 
Hopes That 
History Won't 
Repeat Itself

(See HISTORY, page 7)

outgoing messages in English, 
Spanish, Farsi, Mandarin, Canton-
ese and Tagalog.

Victims of Human Trafficking 
- both sex trafficking and labor 
trafficking - are safe in reporting 
to the H.E.A.T. (Human Exploi-
tation and Trafficking) Hotline: 
510-208-4959.

"There is no place in Alameda 
County for hate motivated conduct 

County Adds Tools to 
Help Battle Hate Crimes

(See CRIMES, page 2)

The council vote was 3 to 0. 
Laureen Turner was absent. Bob 
Woerner was recused because he 
works for PG&E.

Councilmember Steven Spe-
dowfski represented Livermore 
on a steering committee that es-
tablished the basis for the CCA. In 
voting in favor of Livermore join-
ing, Spedowfski stated, "It comes 
down to choice, climate change 
and local control."

As part of the vote, Livermore 
will participate in the East Bay 
Community Energy Authority 
Joint Powers Agreement (JPA). 

Livermore Council Votes to 
Take Part in Energy Program

(See ENERGY, page4)

County Taking Input on Proposed Medical Cannabis Regulations
residents with the opportunity to 
hear about the project and give 
their input," said Assistant Plan-
ning Director Liz McElligott. 

In 2015, the state legislature 
passed and the governor signed 
into law three bills (Assembly Bills 
243 and 266, and Senate Bill 643) 
that create a licensing and regula-
tory framework for commercial 
medical cannabis. This has been 

amended by recent legislation 
including AB 21 and SB 837. The 
County is in the process of con-
sidering revisions to the County 
General Ordinance Code regarding 

dispensaries, delivery, edibles, and 
cultivation.   

Potential revisions include: 
increasing the number of dispen-

By Jeff Garberson
A Bay Area environmental 

organization has expressed strong 
concern after the California Water 
Resources Control Board offered 
preliminary approval of a proposal 
to allow an exemption to water 
quality standards in an area of 
east Livermore around oil drilling 
operations near Greenville Road.

The environmental organization 

Water Quality Concerns Raised
Around Livermore Oil Operations

is the Center for Biological Di-
versity, a national nonprofit group 
known particularly for its efforts to 
protect endangered species. 

The move to lower groundwater 
standards in east Livermore arises 
from the plan of E&B Natural 
Resources, a major Bakersfield-
based oil producer that runs the 
Greenville operation, to continue 
or expand its 30-barrel-per-day 

Livermore-area oil production.  
The operation includes injecting 
water extracted during the process 
back into the ground. 

Drilling for oil in California 
typically produces much more 
water than oil, according to observ-
ers familiar with the process.  The 
water that comes out with the oil 
must be isolated from wells and 
aquifers used for human consump-

tion and for agriculture because it 
is contaminated with hydrocarbons 
and other chemicals.

The standard approach is to in-
ject the water into geologically iso-
lated zones that already have poor 
and unwanted water.  Under state 
and federal laws, injection can be 
allowed only after a permitting 
process that assures the protection 

(See OIL, page 10)

(See CANNABIS, page 10)

Three lawsuits have been filed 
in the past week aimed at prevent-
ing a unit of the California Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation from 
expanding off-highway motor 
sports into the Tesla site at the east-
ern boundary of Alameda County. 

The proposed expansion, from 
the existing Carnegie State Vehic-
ular Recreation Park into the Tesla 
site immediately to the west, has 

Lawsuits Aim To Block Off-Road Vehicles in Tesla
been a dream of off-road enthusi-
asts since the State began acquiring 
the Tesla property at their urging 
nearly two decades ago.

Both sites are owned by the 
State.  Carnegie now has 1,575 
acres for off-highway motor sports; 
expansion into Tesla would add 
3,100 acres more.

A key step, the approval of the 
environmental impact report, was 

taken in late October by the Parks 
Department’s Off-Highway Mo-
tor Vehicle Recreation Division, 
which approved the Final Envi-
ronmental Impact Report for the 
expansion as part of the Carnegie 
Park’s general plan.

The lawsuits to block the expan-
sion were filed in Superior Court 
in Sacramento.  Those filing suit 
are Alameda County; a partnership 

consisting of Friends of Tesla Park, 
Center for Biological Diversity 
and Alameda Creek Alliance; and 
a northern California environmen-
tal defense organization called 
SPRAWLDEF, which stands for 
Sustainability Parks Recycling and 
Wildlife Legal Defense Fund.

The lawsuits note that Tesla is 
habitat for rare and endangered 

(See LAWSUITS, page 4)
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Home For The Holidays
TVAR is sponsoring ALL 

my costs and adoption fee
so for the right home,
I go home for FREE!

So come down to the Shelter 
at 4595 Gleason Drive, 

Dublin and take me home 
for Christmas

so I can start to THRIVE

This promotion is e�ective for the month of December 
for animals at the East County Animal Shelter.  

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 
is a 501(c)(3) non-pro�t organization.
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VALLeY ROUndUP
Tennis Courts on Agenda

The Pleasanton City Council will hear the revised plan 
for two new tennis courts at the Tennis and Community 
Park at its Dec. 6 meeting.

In addition, the mayor and councilmembers will be 
sworn into office.

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in the council chambers, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. 

Swalwell Nominated
House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi nominated 

Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15) to serve as co-chair of the 
Democratic Steering and Policy Committee. The committee 
sets the caucus’s policy agenda and nominates Democratic 
Members for committee assignments.

Swalwell, 36, was re-elected to his third term in Con-
gress this month. Pelosi earlier had named Swalwell to the 
committee in November 2014, and had elevated him to vice 
chair in February 2016.

Swalwell said, “I intend to bring new energy and new 
ideas to pursue an agenda that enables every person's 
freedom to dream -- with policies that lift up working 
Americans, expand access to college and reduce student 
debt, and protect retirement security. With Leader Pelosi’s 
steady and experienced hand on the wheel, I will stand with 
her and my colleagues to fight House Republicans' efforts 
to roll back the Affordable Care Act, dismantle Medicare, 
and unravel international agreements.”

At Pelosi’s direction, Swalwell in 2015 founded Future 
Forum – a group of young Democrats, numbering 25 in the 
upcoming 115th Congress, focused upon listening to and 
engaging with millennials on the issues most important to 
that generation. 

State Water Allocation at 20%
The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) 

announced its initial water allocation for 2017 at   20 percent 

of the requests by the 29 public agencies served by the State 
Water Project (SWP).

Zone 7 is one of the agencies.
Winter storms in coming months may boost the initial 

2017allocation, but California’s deep drought lingers.
Much of October’s heavy rainfall was soaked up by the 

state’s drought-dried soil, although water from subsequent 
storms will increase runoff into streams and reservoirs.

Initial allocations frequently change.  For example, the 
initial allocation for this year (2016) was 10 percent, with 
a final allocation of 60 percent.  DWR typically issues a 
final allocation in May, after the state’s wettest months 
have passed.

Lake Oroville in Butte County, the SWP’s principal 
reservoir, early this morning was holding    1,492,136 acre-
feet, 42 percent of its 3.5 million acre-foot capacity and    70 
percent of its historical average for the date.  

The last 100 percent SWP allocation – difficult to achieve 
even in wet years because of Delta pumping restrictions 
to protect threatened and endangered fish species – was 
in 2006.  

Hacienda Sees Increased Activity
Hacienda Business Park in Pleasanton continues to see 

increases in occupancy with a further net gain in tenant 
activity. The current trend of positive absorption is on track 
to continue into the new year.

“2016 has been nothing short of a great year for Haci-
enda,” says James Paxson, Hacienda's general manager. 
“With new construction in both the office and residential 
sectors, investment in existing facilities, infrastucture 
improvements in the form of a new recycled water system 
and telecommunications upgrades, and strong leasing over 
the last several months, Hacienda is ending the year well. 
What is particularly exciting is that we continue to increase 
occupancy while expanding our base of occupancy with 
new facilities.”

Paxson gives an example of what is happening. He 
reports that the Oracle Applications User Experience (UX) 
team has created an automatically generated online newspa-
per, the Minor Daily Planet, which collects the day’s asteroid 
news for subscribers. Launched in August, it is a component 
of the NASA Minor Planet Center’s (MPC) Asteroid Data 
Explorer tool.  New tenants arriving in Hacienda over the 
past three months include: Coast Technologies, Fluor En-
terprises, Inc., Great Destinations,  UCSF Medical Center, 
Tradesmen International, and First Edison, a  hybrid clean 
energy company specializing in managing and minimizing 
energy costs for commercial and industrial properties, busi-
nesses and manufacturing and industrial plants.

Correction
Last week's story on a one-month delay in the LLNL 

retiree healthcare lawsuit incorrectly reported that the suit 
was filed in 2008.  It was filed in 2010. 

On  December  7 th , 
Mount Diablo’s Beacon 
will be relit by survivors of 
Pearl Harbor.

All are invited to attend 
the ceremony to pay tribute 
to the lives that were lost 
and honor surviving veter-
ans of Pearl Harbor.

The Sons & Daughters 
of Pearl Harbor Survivors, 
Chapter 5 co-sponsor this 
53rd Annual National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day 
Ceremony in conjunction 
with Save Mount Diablo.

“The Beacon lighting is 
a tribute to those individuals 
that lost their lives at Pearl 
Harbor," says Earl “Chuck” 
Kohler, one of the few re-
maining survivors in Contra 
Costa County.

The Beacon on Mount 
Diablo was originally in-
stalled and illuminated in 
1928 to aid in trans-conti-
nental aviation. It is one of 
the four guiding beacons 
installed along the west 
coast by Standard Oil of CA 
and the only one known to 
still be operational. 

After the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, the Beacon’s light 
was extinguished during 
the West Coast Blackout, 
for fear it may enable an at-
tack on California. It stayed 
dark until Pearl Harbor Day 
1964, when Fleet Admi-
ral Chester Nimitz, Com-
mander in Chief of Pacific 
Forces during World War 
II, relit the Beacon in a 

The beacon on Mount 
Diablo will be turned on 
in remembrance of Pearl 
Harbor.

commemorative ceremony 
and suggested it be illumi-
nated every December 7th 
to honor those who served 
and sacrificed.

Since that day, Pearl Har-
bor Veterans and their fami-
lies have gathered every De-
cember 7th to see the Beacon 
light shine once again.

The Beacon underwent 
an extensive restoration 
process in 2013 (thanks to 
a campaign led by Save 
Mount Diablo) to ensure it 
continues to shine for many 
more years.

The Beacon is lit at sun-
set and shines all night on 
this single evening each 
year. 

The ceremony will begin 

at 3:45pm, Beacon Lighting 
at 5pm.

The ceremony will be 
held in the Oak Room of 
the Library Building at the 
California State East Bay 
Concord Campus, 4700 Yg-
nacio Valley Road, Concord.

Vietnam Helicopters will 
be kicking off the lighting 
with a fly-by over CSU EB 
Concord and Mount Diablo. 
Any Aviation News Units 
should contact Mark Mau-
pin for flight path and time: 
(925) 876-1572

For more information 
about the Beacon Lighting 
Ceremony visit http://www.
savemountdiablo.org/activi-
ties_events_beacon.html

 

Mount Diablo Beacon to be Relit

or hate driven words based 
on race, gender, region, na-
tionality, sexual orientation 
or gender identity. Everyone, 
irrespective of status, has the 
right to be safe and protect-
ed," according to O'Malley. 
The Alameda County DA’s 
Office asks that any person 
who is victimized report the 
conduct. Witnesses to such 
actions are also asked to 
make a report.

DA O’Malley added, 
“The current aggressive 
nature of hate speech and 
conduct has heightened the 
moral imperative to stand up 
for what is right. My office 
will be a leader in the fight 
against hate-based crimes 
and hateful rhetoric that 
targets any person or group 
of people.”

DA O’Malley would also 

like to make the community 
aware of reported fraudulent 
activity directed at members 
of immigrant communi-
ties. "We urge community 
members to be vigilant and 
aware of fraudulent provider 
schemes, such as offers to 
“fix” immigration legal is-
sues, offers to 'secure' im-
migration status, offers to 
'push through' Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) applications and/or 
offers to 'represent' in court. 
Some community members 
have reported receiving of-
ficial looking but fraudulent 
letters threatening deporta-
tion."

Anyone suspecting fraud, 
is asked to contact the Alam-
eda County DA’s Consumer 
Protection line at: 510-383-
8600."

 

CRIMES
(continued from page on)

Give the gift of gift certificates!
Available in any amount.
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MAILBOX

No Room for Hate
The rhetoric during the last national elec-

tion has led to local efforts to counter the 
messages of intolerance and hate.

History has shown that spreading words of 
hate opens the door for followers to believe 
the worst, and act accordingly. 

In response to an increase in such crimes, 
the Alameda County District Attorney acti-
vated a hotline number to be used to report 
them. 

In an effort to gain understanding, a Liver-
more resident established a website where 
issues regarding sexual orientation can be 
discussed.

An interview with a survivor of the 
Holocaust in today's Independent includes 
a warning about where scapegoating and 
intolerance have led in the past.

District Attorney Nancy O'Malley spoke 
for us when she stated, "There is no place in 
Alameda County for hate motivated conduct 
or hate driven words based on race, gender, 
region, nationality, sexual orientation or 
gender identity."

 We would enlarge that, by stating there 
is no place for such conduct in Alameda 
County or anywhere else.  

plants and animals as well 
as a key corridor for migra-
tory animals.  They point to 
a rich historical legacy first 
as a ceremonial site for early 
Native Americans and later 
as the location of the 19th 
Century coal mining town 
that gave Tesla its modern 
name.

The suits claim that the 
Environmental Impact Re-
port approved by the Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Division failed 
to live up to provisions of 
California’s Environmental 
Quality Act in that it did not 
recognize these issues or 
take note of the damage that 
would be done by spinning 
tires, air and noise pollution 
and oil and gasoline leaks.

The petition also states 
that Carnegie is operating 
in violation of the Public 
Resources Code and illegal 
trails should be closed. 

People have only to look 
at the damage done to the 
Carnegie Park next door 
to see what will happen to 
Tesla if off-road vehicles 
are allowed free reign, in the 
view of those opposed to the 
expansion.

“It would be a travesty 
to allow Tesla’s incredible 
wildlands and cultural and 
historical resources to be 
destroyed by off-highway 
vehicles,” said Nancy Ro-
drigue, a member of the 
Friends of Tesla Park steer-

LAWSUITS
(continued from page on)

ing committee. “You only 
have to look at the envi-
ronmental devastation at 
Carnegie to know what will 
happen to Tesla if it were 
opened to OHVs.”

The Tesla area has been 
known as a bio-diversity 
hotspot since the 1940’s 
when the late prominent UC 
Berkeley Professor Robert 
Stebbins first studied its am-
phibians and reptiles. This 
is the third time the State 
Parks Off-highway Motor 
Vehicle Recreation Division 
has tried to expand the 1,500 
acre Carnegie park and open 
Tesla to OHV recreation use.

 “With so much urbaniza-
tion all around us, we have 
to protect the few remain-
ing natural landscapes in 
our county – especially one 
like Tesla with so much 
history, culture and sheer 
beauty” said retired Liver-
more biology teacher and 
rancher Marilyn Russell, 
who studied under Professor 
Stebbins.

The next step in the legal 
process will be to prepare the 
administrative record which 
is expected to be thousands 
of pages given the extensive 
comments and evidence sub-
mitted by scientists, public 
agencies, organizations and 
the public over the 5 years of 
project review.  Briefing and 
a hearing are not expected 
until 2017.

(Opinions voiced in let-
ters published in Mailbox 
are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect 
the opinion of The Inde-
pendent. The Independent 
will not publish anonymous 
letters. All letters are re-
quired to have the names 
of the persons submitting 
them. Abusive letters may 
be rejected or edited. Fre-
quent letter writers may have 
publication of their letters 
delayed. Letters should be 
sent by email to editmail@
compuserve.com)

Gratitude Expressed
Sarah Morgan,
Junior, GHS
Livermore

I must publicly express 
my gratitude and thankful-
ness to the Livermore com-
munity for the more than 
generous support I have 
received for my Home-
less Refuge sock collection 
project.

The Xtreme Force Dance 
Company (847 Rincon Ave-
nue, Livermore) team mem-
bers, parents and teach-
ers donated more than two 
hundred pairs of warm, new 
socks to my project. Addi-
tionally, the congregations 
at the following Livermore 
Homeless Refuge hous-
ing locations supported my 
efforts greatly: Vineyard 
Christian Fellowship, Holy 
Cross Lutheran, and First 
Presbyterian Church of 

Livermore.
A special note of grati-

tude goes to the extremely 
generous congregation 
at the Livermore Unitar-
ian Universalist Church, 
which rigorously collected 
socks on a weekly basis 
for over two months. I 
would also like to thank the 
staff, teachers and students 
at Granada High School, 
who found the time and 
kindness to make dona-
tions to our homeless com-
munity. Finally, I would 
further wish to convey my 
gratitude to the anonymous 
callers who left messages 
advising me of sock deliv-
eries to the Xtreme Force 
Dance Company studio, 
when the studio was closed. 
Yes. I got them.

Again, my heartfelt 
thanks goes out to each and 
every person who made my 
campaign more successful 
and easier than I ever could 
have imagined.

Opposed to Housing
Michael Asahina
Livermore

At the invitation of the 
Sunflower Hill Inc. and 
MidPen Housing Corpo-
ration on November 17, 
2016, I went to a meeting 
about Sunflower Hill Liver-
more, a proposed Special 
Needs Residential Com-
munity. I learned they are 
going to build a 44-unit 
planned unit development 
at 4260 First Street; using 
Section 8 (public money) 
for construction and rent 
subsidies. "Special Needs" 
in this case is the financial 
burden of families with 
adult autistic children.

I listened to the com-
panies' presentation; fol-
lowed by Q/A. Objections 
to the project were raised 
by neighbors including the 
short notice given for the 
meeting. I too object be-
cause I feel that projects us-
ing public money should be 
voted on, it is a decision for 
the people of Livermore, 
not just the city council.

I have been reading for 
many years about vaccina-
tion research and the link 
to autism. The concern in 
the scientific community 
over the increasing rate 
in the rise of autism is 
due to vaccinations. This 
is my second objection 
to this project: "For this 
project (this specific type 
of development) to be suc-
cessful it must demonstrate 
its viability that it may be 
replicated throughout the 
country." The use of public 
money for this project only 
perpetuates the creation of 
more autistic adult chil-
dren.

This type of project 
must be stopped before it 
proliferates.

(Editor's note: Accord-
ing to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention: 
Autism spectrum disorder 

(ASD) is a developmental 
disability that is caused 
by differences in how the 
brain functions.   Some 
people have had concerns 
that ASD might be linked 
to the vaccines children 
receive, but studies have 
shown that there is no link 
between receiving vaccines 
and developing ASD.)

Working Together
Susan Houghton
President, Board 
of Directors
Sunflower Hill

Sunflower Hill would 
like to extend a special 
thank you to the neigh-
bors of Pulte Estates for 
attending the community 
information meeting in 
mid-November.

We believe our proposed 
project at 4260 First Street 
offers a unique opportunity 
to create a residential com-
munity for 44 individuals 
with special needs/devel-
opmental delays, while also 
preserving a home built in 
1927 by Robert Schenone, 
the great grandson of Rob-
ert Livermore.   

Sunflower Hill Liver-
more is designed to be simi-
lar to “supportive senior 
living” and would be one of 
80 such projects across the 
nation.  Most were created 
by parents of children with 
special needs and visionary 
community and city leaders 
who realized that long-
term housing was needed 
to address the skyrocketing 
rate of individuals being 
diagnosed with Autism, 
Down Syndrome, and other 
delays.

In Livermore alone, 
there are 900 individuals 
with special needs who 
need housing.  They qualify, 
by definition, for affordable 
opportunities – as most re-
ceive approximately $900 
per month via Social Se-
curity income. That’s $900 
a month to address all that 
they might ever need – rent, 
food, clothing, etc. 

Our goal is to work col-
laboratively with our po-
tential neighbors and the 
City of Livermore to create 
a community we can all be 
proud of.   As mentioned at 
the neighborhood meeting, 
we will work with our well-
respected project partner, 
MidPen Housing, to obtain 
financing - including State 
of California Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credits, Al-
ameda County funds and 
vouchers from the Liver-
more Housing Authority, 
which would help keep the 
rents affordable.

The proposed residential 
community is also designed 
to compliment our voca-
tional program -- Sunflower 
Hill Gardens at Hagemann 
Ranch. Over the last year, 
our Garden team harvested 
approximately 7500 pounds 
of fruits and vegetables, of 
which, more than 75 per-
cent was donated to local 
food banks like Open Heart 

Kitchen and Tri-Valley Ha-
ven.   It’s been a journey in 
self-discovery for many of 
the young adults who vol-
unteer there.  They’ve been 
given the chance to contrib-
ute back to our community, 
develop new skills and most 
importantly – increase their 
self-confidence and their 
own hopes and dreams for 
the future. 

The journey for an indi-
vidual with special needs 
is often the hardest after 
age 22. 

Fewer programs and ac-
tivities exist.   Yet, the desire 
for these young adults to 
make their own way in the 
world is strong.  Sunflower 
Hill hopes to bridge this gap 
by offering both vocational 
and residential opportunities 
where “everyone” can make 
a difference.   We’re grateful 
for the chance to do so.

Good Advice
Patty Robins
Livermore 

Good advice, "time to 
move on."

Have we noted some 
losers in the All American 
Voting Process? Sounding 
comfortably cranky fol-
lowing in the footsteps of 
the current Leader-elect. 
Might be a long few years, 
ya think?

 

Gesture of Kindness
Ann Crawford
Dublin

I am writing to send a 
HUGE thank you to who-
ever turned in my cell phone 
to the Dublin/Pleasanton 
BART station last Wednes-
day night.  My husband 
and I, along with friends 
were on our way to the 
Warriors/Lakers game.  I 
discovered my phone was 
missing when I went to take 
a picture of Steph Curry 
during practice.  I think all 
of us have experienced that 
horrible, sinking feeling 
when we’ve lost something, 
whether it’s a phone, wallet, 
license… I engaged the Find 
My Phone app the next day 
and it showed my phone’s 
location at the BART station.  
I am so incredibly grateful to 
the person who found it and 
want everyone to know that 
there are wonderful, kind, 
decent people in this world!  
Thank you to whoever you 
are and I will be sure to pass 
on your gesture of kindness! 

Wrong Link
Kyle Clark

I'm emailing you regard-
ing a letter to the editor in 
the volume LIII, number 
47 issue of the Independent 
newspaper. The letter to the 
editor in question, "A Call to 
Action," features a link to a 
change.org petition regard-
ing the electoral college. 
The link in this letter to the 
editor is incorrect, and does 
not go to a valid page on the 
website for change.org. 

  

ENERGY
(continued from page on)

The JPA Agreement estab-
lishes the East Bay Com-
munity Energy Authority as 
a separate legal entity.

The Board of Directors  
of the Energy Authority 
will include one representa-
tive and an alternate from 
each member agency, both 
of whom must be members 
of either the Board of Su-
pervisors or respective city 
councils.

There are two voting op-
tions. One establishes that 
the directors can approve 
an item by a majority vote. 

The second involves vot-
ing shares. After an affirma-
tive vote, any three members 
can call for a voting shares 
vote to re-affirm the action.  
If the voting shares vote 
fails, the action fails.  This 
ensures that if an affirmative 
vote passes that is undesir-
able for a majority based 
on power consumption, that 
vote can be overturned.  The 
three largest cities, Oakland/
Fremont/Hayward,  could 

combine vote shares to over-
turn decisions. However, 
combining the Valley cities 
would create the second 
largest power consumer.  
Theoretically, the Tri-Valley 
could partner with any two 
of the top three for a voting 
share vote. 

In a voting shares sce-
nario,  each director’s vote 
represents that share of the 
JPA’s overall electrical load 
represented by the mem-
ber entity.  For example, 
Livermore’s current share 
of the overall load is 6%. 
Therefore, Livermore’s vote 
would be 6% towards a 
needed 50.1% majority.  

 Amending the JPA agree-
ment and changing the vot-
ing requirements would re-
quire a super majority vote.

BUILDINGS MAN-
AGEMENT PROGRAM

The council moved for-
ward with a proposal to 
create an asset manage-
ment program for buildings 

and assets contained within 
them. The city owns over 50 
buildings with 8000+ assets. 

Under the program, the 
city will set priorities based 
on risk using a point sys-
tem. Risk scores would in-
clude consequence of fail-
ure, probability of failure, 
building criticality and asset 
criticality. Buildings, such as 
police and fire, required to 
provide essential core ser-
vices would be rated higher 
than others. 

Second would be enrich-
ment high usage buildings or 
those with historical value, 
such as the library or Ra-
venswood.

The third tier would in-
clude those with enrichment 
specific usage or historical 
value, such as Hagemann 
Farm and the branch librar-
ies.

Assets are ranked as es-
sential, such as roof, elec-
trical and security systems; 
important, such as doors and 

windows; and non-essential, 
such as drinking fountains.

In ranking replacement 
criteria, the city council 
chambers and The Barn 
were rated the highest, fol-
lowed by the Springtown 
Library and Fire Station 6.

It is estimated that an 
average of $4.1 million per 
year would be needed to  
implement the management 
program. 

City Manager Marc Rob-
erts commented that the 
council will have to pri-
oritize spending the funds. 
Essential facilities will be 
kept running; some would 
be maintained at a less than 
ideal level. Other  buildings 
may be allowed to fail or 
would have to be maintained 
by someone else or not at the 
same level. 

An example of a structure 
maintained by another party 
would be Duarte Garage, 
which the Livermore Heri-
tage Guild manages.

New research by an inter-
national team shows that the 
present thinning and retreat 
of Pine Island Glacier in 
West Antarctica is part of 
a climatically forced trend 
triggered in the 1940s.

The team -- made up of 
scientists from Lawrence 
Livermore National Labo-
ratory, the British Antarc-
tic Survey, University of 
Copenhagen, University of 
Alaska, Naval Postgradu-
ate School, NASA God-
dard Space Flight Center, 
Lamont-Doherty Earth 
Observatory of Columbia 
University, University of 
Leipzig, University of Ge-
neva and University of Cam-
bridge -- analyzed sediment 
cores recovered beneath the 
floating Pine Island Glacier 
ice shelf. The team con-
cluded the date at which 
the grounding line retreated 
from a prominent seafloor 
ridge was in 1945 at the 
latest.

Retreat of Antarctic Glacier Began in 1940s
The team also found that 

final ungrounding of the ice 
shelf from the ridge occurred 
in 1970.

“Our results suggest that, 
even when climate forcing 
(such as El Niños, which 
create warmer water) weak-
ened, ice-sheet retreat con-
tinued,” said James Smith of 
the British Antarctic Survey 
and lead author of an article 
appearing in the Nov. 23 
issue of the journal, Nature.

The West Antarctic Ice 
Sheet is one of the largest 
potential sources of water 
that will contribute to rising 
sea levels. Over the past 40 
years, glaciers flowing into 
the Amundsen Sea sector of 
the ice sheet have thinned at 
an accelerating rate. Several 
numerical models suggest 
that unstable and irreversible 
retreat of the grounding line, 
which marks the boundary 
between grounded ice and 
floating ice shelf, is under 
way. 

Pine Island Glacier, 

which drains  in to  the 
Amundsen Sea, has retreated 
continuously throughout the 
short period for which there 
are observational records 
(from 1992 to the present). 
The coherent thinning of this 
and other glaciers along the 
Amundsen Sea coast indi-
cates a response to external 
forcing attributed to high 
basal melting of the floating 
ice shelves by warm circum-
polar deep water. Thinner 
ice shelves are less able to 
buttress inland ice, leading 
to glacier acceleration and 
ice-sheet thinning.

Evidence gathered by 
Autosub, an autonomous 
underwater vehicle operat-
ing beneath the ice shelf of 
Pine Island Glacier, revealed 
a prominent sea-floor ridge 
that probably acted as the 
most recent steady ground-
ing-line position. The earli-
est visible satellite image, 
from 1973, showed a bump 
on the ice surface that was 
interpreted as the last point 
of grounding on the highest 
part of the ridge. The bump 
had disappeared several 
years later, suggesting that 
the present phase of thinning 
was already underway.

“This finding provided 
the first hint that the recent 
retreat could be part of a 
longer-term process that 
started decades or even cen-
turies before satellite obser-
vations became available,” 
Smith said.
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By Ron McNicoll
The Valley has its first 

LGBTQ web site and pub-
lic Facebook page, under 
a Rainbow Flag Banner 
marked “Queer Livermore.”

Livermore resident Ju-
liet Smith started the blog 
three weeks ago, because 
she wants to post information 
about resources for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bi-sexual, Transvestite, 
and Queer (LGBTQ) people.

Smith said the election 
of Donald Trump brought 
concerns to many differ-
ent communities, including 
LGBTQ.  As a member of 
that community, she saw 

Mail Theft Vulnerability 
Increases at Holiday Time

Theft of mail continues 
to be a problem, especially 
during the holiday season 
when customers are order-
ing gifts from catalogues 
and on-line stores.

In Livermore, a reader 
who lives in the Birchwood 
Park neighborhood near 
East Avenue and South 
Vasco Road, told The Inde-
pendent that she has lost four 
packages worth $85 over the 
past couple of months.

She said that apparently 
thieves have been able to 
break or otherwise control 
the master lock for the “gang 
boxes” — about a dozen 
individual boxes  accessed 
by one master key that opens 
up the entire face of all of 
the boxes, so the mail car-
rier can insert the mail in all 
conveniently.

Doing something about 
the master lock is much 
more expensive than fixing 
a house’s individual locking 
mailbox. It would likely 
require the Birchwood Park 
Homeowners Association 
(HOA) to cover expenses, 
said the resident. She wants 
action from the post office 
and, if necessary, the HOA, 
to solve the  problem.

A spokesperson for the 
Livermore Post Office said 
that all that the post office 
can do is hold the person’s 
future mail for security. 
It can be picked up at the 
Livermore Annex at 2090 
Las Positas Court six days 
each week. 

The Postal Inspectors Of-
fice conducts investigations 
into theft, but won’t act until 
the theft victim files a police 
report.

Mail theft is a felony 
under both California and 
federal law. It is punishable 
up to five years in prison and 
fines up to $250,000. The 
crime includes breaking into 
mail, even if letters are left 
in their envelopes.

People without locking 
mailboxes should install 
them to deter thieves, said 

the postal spokesperson. 
She added that mail theft has 
been a problem throughout 
the Tri-Valley.

In Pleasanton, police re-
ported arresting two Stock-
ton women in connection 
with mail theft in the early 
hours of Nov. 4. Police said 
that an alert citizen on Angus 
Way, near Stoneridge Drive 
east of Santa Rita Road, re-
ported that he saw a woman 
in his front yard carrying a 
large amount of mail. She 
fled to a waiting car, which 
was intercepted one minute 
later by a Pleasanton officer.

Police searched the ve-
hicle and reported finding 
stolen property, metham-
phetamine, drug parapher-
nalia, and stolen mail and 
credit cards  from victims in 
Pleasanton and San Joaquin 
County.

Officers also followed 
a trail of mail on the route 
that the vehicle took leaving 
Angus Way. It was discarded 
by the suspects as they fled.

The pair were booked 
into Santa Rita Jail on charg-
es of mail theft and drug 
possession. The Pleasanton 
Police said that it is impor-
tant for residents to lock up 
valuables. A high percentage 
of thefts occur from prem-
ises, mailboxes or vehicles 
that are unsecured.

Web Site ’Queer Livermore’ Makes Debut
the need to create a “space 
where we could take care of 
ourselves.” 

The web site posts in-
formation such as where 
to find crisis intervention,  
suicide intervention, and 
legal advice.  

A gay/lesbian couple may 
find one of them has rights 
the other doesn’t. There 
are legal procedures to go 
through, said Smith. After a 
new administration begins 
in Washington, they may not 
be able to go through such 
procedures, said Smith.

A transgender person, for 
example may have trouble 

finding work, if that person 
does not have documents 
to show original gender. 
Smith provides an example. 
She  states fhat for some 
jobs, if you present yourself 
as a man, but your driver’s 
license says you are a wom-
an,  the document needs to 
be taken care of now, said 
Smith.

Support for each other 
represents an important part 

of the web site accomplished 
through posted comments. 
Smith would like to hold 
a potluck or coffee where 
web page readers could meet 
each other.

Smith said she also wants 
to focus on how to support 
LGBTQ youth. It’s impor-
tant that they are in a safe 
living situation and  have 
support in the community. 

Smith, age 45,  has been 

Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory re-
searchers have identified a 
mechanism that causes low 
clouds – and their influence 
on Earth’s energy balance 
– to respond differently to 
global warming depending 
on their spatial pattern.

The results imply that 
studies relying solely on 
recent observed trends are 
likely to underestimate how 
much Earth will warm due 
to increased carbon dioxide. 
The research appears in the 
Oct. 31 edition of the jour-
nal, Nature Geosciences.

The team emphasized 
that clouds are particularly 
sensitive to subtle differ-
ences in surface warming 
patterns, and researchers 
must carefully account for 
such pattern effects when 
making inferences about 
cloud feedback and cli-
mate sensitivity from ob-
servations over short time 
periods.

The research focused 
on clouds, which influence 
Earth's climate by reflecting 
incoming solar radiation 
and reducing outgoing ther-
mal radiation. As the Earth's 
surface warms, the net ra-
diative effect of clouds 
also changes, contributing a 
feedback to the climate sys-
tem. If these cloud changes 
enhance the radiative cool-
ing of the Earth, they act 
as a negative, dampening 
feedback on warming. Oth-
erwise, they act as a posi-
tive, amplifying feedback 
on warming. The amount 
of global warming due to 
increased carbon dioxide 
is critically dependent on 
the magnitude of the cloud 
feedback, making it an area 

active in gay issues since 
she was 16. She lived for a 
time in Northhampton, Ma., 
which she said was one of 
New England’s most liberal  
areas politically, and wel-
coming to gay people. 

She moved to Livermore 
two years ago. There is little 
visibility of gay people in 
the Valley, and no gay com-
munity events, so a web site 

can provide some presence.
The Queer Livermore site 

is open to everyone, whether 
LGBTQ or an ally or family 
member. “Whoever you are, 
you are welcome. When 
we come together, there is 
nothing we can’t achieve. 
We have won lots of uphill 
battles by working together. 
We are tenacious,” declared 
Smith.

 

Clouds Are Impeding Global Warming - For Now
of intense research.

The researchers showed 
that the strength of the cloud 
feedback simulated by a 
climate model exhibits large 
fluctuations depending on 
the time period. Despite 
having a positive cloud 
feedback in response to 
long-term projected global 
warming, the model exhib-
its a strong negative cloud 
feedback over the last 30 
years. At the heart of this dif-
ference are low-level clouds 
in the tropics, which strongly 
cool the planet by reflecting 
solar radiation to space.

“With a combination of 
climate model simulations 
and satellite observations, 
we found that the trend of 
low-level cloud cover over 
the last three decades differs 
substantially from that under 
long-term global warming” 
said Chen Zhou, lead author 
of the paper.

In response to increased 
carbon dioxide, climate 
models predict a nearly uni-
form warming of the planet 
that favors reductions in 
highly reflective low clouds 
and a positive feedback. In 
contrast, over the last 30 
years, tropical surface tem-
peratures have increased in 
regions where air ascends 
and decreased where air 
descends. “This particular 
pattern of warming is nearly 
optimal for enhancing low 
cloud coverage because it 
increases low-level atmo-
spheric stability that keeps 

the lower atmosphere moist 
and cloudy”, said Stephen 
Klein, the third co-author.

Zhou noted “Our results 
indicate that cloud feed-
back and climate sensitiv-
ity calculated from recently 
observed trends may be 
underestimated, since the 
warming pattern during this 
period is so unique.”

Global temperature has 
gradually increased over 
the instrumental record due 
to increased greenhouse gas 
concentrations. But super-
imposed on this warming are 
large temperature fluctua-
tions due to natural internal 
variability of the climate 
system, as well as influences 
from volcanic eruptions, 
aerosol pollution and solar 
variability. Whereas warm-
ing due to CO2 tends to be 

relatively spatially uniform, 
surface temperature trends 
due to internal climate vari-
ability and aerosol pollution 
are highly non-uniform, with 
trends on one side of an 
ocean basin often opposing 
those on the other. Trends 
computed over short time 
periods are often strongly 
influenced by factors other 
than CO2 and can be highly 
misleading indicators of 
what to expect under CO2-
forced global warming.

The work was funded by 
the Regional and Global Cli-
mate Modeling Program of 
the Office of Science at the 
U. S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) under the project 
“Identifying Robust Cloud 
Feedbacks in Observations 
and Models.”
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Blood Drive
This holiday season, give 

the gift of life. The Ameri-
can Red Cross is always in 
need of blood and platelet 
donations. In response, the 
City of Dublin will host a 
Community Blood Drive 
on Thursday, December 15, 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., in the 
Regional Meeting Room at 
Dublin City Hall (100 Civic 
Plaza). 

Residents may drop in 
anytime during the six-
hour window, or schedule 
an appointment at www.
redcrossblood.org, entering 
the sponsor code, DUBLIN-
COMMUNITY.

A p p o i n t m e n t s  c a n 
also be made by calling 
1-800-REDCROSS.

 
Nature Programs

Upland Winter Birding 
program will be presented 
Sat., Dec. 3 by the Liver-
more Area Recreation and 
Park District ranger staff. 
Meet Ranger Patti Cole at 
8 a.m. at Sycamore Grove 
Park, 1051 Wetmore Road. 

Have a hearty breakfast 
then come to the park for 
a hike to the Cattail Pond. 
Look for winter birds along 
the way and, once at the 
pond, search for seasonal 
waterfowl and raptors. This 
hike will be about four miles 
with some hills. Dress in 
layers and bring drinking 
water. Canceled if raining.

On Sun., Dec. 4 there will 
be a program on Tracking 
101: Track Identification. 
Meet Ranger Doug Sousa 
at 8 a.m. at Sycamore Grove 

Pleasanton Seahawks
SHORT COURSE
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim 

team competed in the 2016 Pacific 
Swimming Short Course yard B/A+ 
meet  at Heritage High School in 
Brentwood CA.  The Brentwood Sea-
wolves hosted the meet  on November 
18-20, 2016.  

Representing the Pleasanton 
Seahawks:  Brook Bennett age 8 
with 3 new best times, Paige Ben-
nett (10) 4BT,  Sydney Goldstein (9) 
2BT,  Kaitlin Lee (10) 1BT,  Namya 
Sarup (10) 4BT,  Chloe Xu (10) 3BT,  
Aryaa Bhatia (9) 2BT,  Connor Chen 
(10) 2BT,  Nabil Danandeh (10) 6BT,  
Aayush Gupta (10) 1BT,  Sahil Mehta 
(10) 2BT,  Raghav Vats (9) 2BT,  Faith 
Carroll (11) 2BT,  Chloe Chen (12) 
4BT,  Cynthia Li (11) 4BT,  Florence 
Rui Lin (11) 2BT,  Christina Tsai (12) 
1BT,  Jai Channon (12) 4BT,  Akshay 
Gupta (12) 1BT,  Joey Huang (12) 1BT,  
Brycen Martin (11) 1BT,  Aditya Mehta 
(14) 1BT and Madhav Vats (14) 2BT.

SENIOR OPEN
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim 

team competed in the Pacific Swim-

After a tough loss to Elk Grove Saturday November 19, 
Fusion's U14 Boys rallied Sunday to beat ACC Mavericks 
to secure 1st place in the Norcal NPL Fall League. 
Fusion's defense dominated, with Eduardo Angeles and 
GK Mikey Christian contributing stellar saves. The game 
was scoreless until left midfielder Aleks Cortes netted 
a goal in the 70th minute to give Fusion a 1-0 win. The 
defensive line kept the '03 boys in the running, while the 
offense created multiple scoring chances. With one game 
remaining, the U14's hold an insurmountable point lead 
in the Fall League. The team is led by Coach Craig Scheer.

ming Senior Open on November 
19-20, 2016.  The meet was hosted 
by the Terrapins Swim team and was 
held at the Concord Community Pool.  

Representing the Pleasanton Se-
ahawks:  Aria Harris, age 11 with one 
new best time,  Breuklynn Harris (11) 
1BT,  Lauren Jhong (12) 2BT, Olivia 
Kim (12) 4BT,   Sydney Lu (12) 2BT,  
Emily Tsai (12) 4BT,  Mackenzie Lee 
(14) 4BT,  Claire Suen (14) 2BT,  Ellen 
Wang (14) 1BT,  Emma Washam (14), 
Gwyneth Wong (14) 1BT,  Sophia 
Xing (14) 5 BT,  Hayden Chen (14) 
1BT,  Timothy Ding (14) 2BT,  Ryan 
Kobayashi (13),  Kai Wen Li (13) 4BT,  
Francois Moufarrej (14) 6 BT,  Lleyton 
Plattel (14) 6BT,  Gregory Quach (13) 
2BT,  Alex Ren (14) 6BT,  Jovanni 
Shen (13) 2BT,  Justin Tsai (14) 3BT,  
Andrew Wang (13) 1BT,  

Elisabeth Balicanta (15),  Jac-
queline Davis (16),  Caroline Eckel 
(15) 1BT,  Daniella Hawkins (15) 
1BT,  Miranda Heckman (15) 3BT,  
Marissa Lawrence (15) 1BT,  Amanda 
Mobley (16) 2BT,  Paulina Umansky 
(15), Emma Valentine (16),  Mattias 
Blanco (15) 1BT,  Nathan Caparaz 
(16),  Calvin Chui (15) 3BT,  Calvin 

David (15) 2BT,  Do Hyun Eun (15) 
2BT,  Jason Fu (15) 1BT,  Christopher 
Jhong (16) 3BT,  Aaron Lee (15) 1BT,  
Brian Li (15) 5BT,  Brian Li (15) 5BT,  
Aaron Lin (15) 5BT,  Tyler Lu (16),  
Alexander Luo (15) 3BT,  Robert 
Mitu (15) 2BT,  Nicholas Quach (15) 
1BT,  Jalen Shen (15) 1BT,  Nicholas 
Skinner (15) 3BT,  Robert Torres (15) 
4BT,  Nicholas Wonosaputra (15) 5BT,  
Jessica He (17) 2BT,  Sofia Moufarrej 
(17) 1BT,  Edward Smith (17) and 
Lyon Zhang (17).

AQUACOWBOY MEET
The Pleasanton Seahawks swim 

team competed at the Robert Liver-
more Community Center.  The Liver-
more Aquacowboys hosted the meet 
on November 11-12, 2016.  

Representing the Pleasanton Se-
ahawks:  Brooke Bennett age 8 with 5 
new best times,  Claudia Do (8) 1BT, 
Salma Dwidar (8) 4 BT, Francesca Lin 
(7) 2BT, Alexis Mesina (8) 3BT, Serena 
Trifiletti (8) 6BT, Sabrina Tsai (8) 
3BT, Madison Wainwright (7), Nicole 
Zhang (7) 5BT, Alfred Chen (7) 2BT, 
Casey Nguyen (8) 6BT, Christopher 
Wang (7) 5BT, Ethan Wang (8) 3BT, 
Andrew Zhou (8) 3BT, Paige Bennett 
(10) 5BT, Sydney Goldstein (9) 4BT, 
Maria Gutierrez (10) 2BT,  Pratyusha  
Katiyar (9) 5BT,  Emmy Loftus (9) 
5BT,  Namya Sarup (10) 6BT,  Jessica 
Tsai (9) 6BT,  Emma Wang (10) 2BT,  
Chloe Xu (10) 4BT,  Maria Zhang (9) 
4BT,  Ashwin Anugraham (10) 2BT,  
Aryaa Bhatia (9) 6BT,  Hunter Bian (9) 
1BT,  Anthony Chen (10) 6BT,  Nabil 
Danandeh (10) 1BT, Aayush Gupta 
(10) 1BT,  Andrew Kanarsky (10) 3BT, 
Andrew Lillie (10) 3BT,  Arjun Saini 
(9) 4BT,  Dominick Wonosaputra (10) 
7BT,   Raymond Wu (10) 1BT,  Faith 
Carroll (11) 6BT,  Zoe Chu (11) 3BT,  
Camille Demange (12) 6BT,  Adora 
Do (11) 2BT,  Aria Harris (11) 3BT,  
Breuklynn Harris (11) 5BT,  Lauren 
Jhong (12),  

Olivia Kim ( 12) 1BT,  Emily 
Lau (11) 5BT,  Cynthia Li (11) 5BT,  
Florence Rui Lin (11) 4BT,  Sydney 
Lu (12) 4BT,  Jaimie Nguyen (11) 
5BT,  Vanessa Quan (11) 2BT,  Trisha 
Sukale (12) 3BT,  Vivian Sun (12) 4BT,  
Chandra Tien (12) 5BT,  Christina 
Tsai (12) 6BT,  Emily Tsai (12) 4BT,  
Dahlia Versteeg (11) 5BT,  Aaron 
Caparaz (12) 5BT,  Yassin Dwidar (11) 
6BT,  Akshay Gupta (12) 3BT,  Joey 
Huang (12) 5BT,  Tom Li (12) 2BT,  
Brycen Martin (11) 6BT,  Alexander 
Quach (11) 8BT,  Karan Saini (12) 
5BT,  Gordon Tam (12) 3BT,  Eric 
Tandean (12) 8BT,  Ethan Wang (11) 
7BT,  Samuel Wang (11) 6BT,  Aiden 
Wong (11) 8BT,  Kevin Yuan (11) 8BT,  
Jolenny Canela (13) 6BT,  Jocelyn 
Martin (13) 6BT,  Berrydal Moshe 
(14) 1BT,  Kylie Peters (14),  Karen Pu 
(14) 1BT,  Anika Surapaneni (13) 2BT,  
Adrianna Trifiletti (13) 6BT,  Emma 
Washam (14) 1BT,  Josh Atre (13) 

3BT,  Eric Dong (14) 4BT,  Nitin Sri 
Indukuri (14) 1BT,  Ryan Kobayashi 
(13) 2BT,  Gregory Quach (13) 7 BT,  
Divot Toor (13) 7BT,  Justin Tsai (14) 
1BT,  Andrew Wang (13) 7BT,  Ernest 
Wang (13) 5BT,  Richard Wu (14) 3BT,  
Bolyn Yun (14) 5BT,  Darron Dai (15) 
1BT,  Do Hyun Eun (15) 4BT,  Aaron 
Lee (15),  Nicholas Quach 6BT and 
Bryce Wong (15) 2BT. 

LGSA Registration
Livermore Girls Softball Associa-

tion welcomes all Livermore girls aged 
5-18 for the 2017 Spring Recreational 
season. No prior experience necessary. 
Online registration is open at www.
lgsa.org. Visit the website or email 
info@lgsa.org for more information. 

CYO Track and Field
St. Michael CYO Track and Field 

team will begin practices for the fall 
season on February 8th. Sign ups are 
January 9, 12, 17 & 19 at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church in Liver-
more. The team is open to all children 
from kindergarten through eighth 
grade who live in Livermore or attend 
St. Michael. Go to www.smisctrack.
org for more information or contact 
Mandy Costello at mandy.costello@
hotmail.com or 925-337-7344.

Bah Humbug! 5K
The 24th Annual San Ramon Bah 

Humbug! 5K fun run and walk will be 
held Sat., Dec. 3. 

The Bah Humbug! is a chip timed 
race on a 3.1 mile course. The course is 
a fun, flat, family friendly, paved route 
beginning at the San Ramon Com-
munity Center at Central Park, 12501 
Alcosta Blvd. Registration details are 
available online at www.active.com 
search Bah Humbug! San Ramon or 
visit the City of San Ramon website 
at: Bah Humbug! 5K Run and Walk .

Runners are asked to bring a can 
of food to be donated to the Contra 
Costa County Food Bank to assist 
those in need during the holiday 
season. Canned food donations will 
be collected at the registration table.  
San Ramon Police Department will 
be collecting new, unwrapped toys as 
a part of their “Stuff the Cruiser” toy 
drive benefitting Toys for Tots.

Costume awards will be given for:  
Most Grinch-Like, Best Holiday Spirit, 
and Best Group Theme!

Medals are given to the first three 
finishers in each age division. The 
Mayor’s Crown will award the low-
est combined times of the 2016 Bah 
Humbug! and 2017 Run San Ramon 
pre-registered 5K runner. The Mayor’s 
Crown winner will be recognized at the 
2017 Run San Ramon 4th of July event.

All pre-registered participants may 

receive their shirt prior to the event start 
at a packet pick up hosted by the New 
San Ramon Sports Basement located 
at 1041 Market Place San Ramon on 
Thursday, December 1st from 11:00 
a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Ornaments are given 
out at the completion of the run. 

Training Camp
FTC Track Club is holding a winter 

break camp focused on improving 
speed, acceleration, jumping, and 

agility for youth athletes aged 7 to 18. 
Athletes focused on track and field and 
also athletes from other sports who 
want additional speed training and 
conditioning are all welcome.  There 
are two separate sessions: 1) Dec 28 
to 30th or 2) Jan 3 to 5, 2017. Visit 
www.ftctrackclub.com and look under 
tab Training Camps, or contact Coach 
Jorge Quero, jquero@ftctrackclub.
com or (925) 209 7520.
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The 2nd Annual Tri-Valley Turkey Burn on November 24th 
found people of all ages taking part in the Pleasanton 
event. Funds raised help to finance Pleasanton North 
Rotary Foundation philanthropic efforts.

Santa's mailbox is located 
in front of Mozart Einstein 
and Me at 2156 1st Street 
in downtown Livermore. 
Those writing letters are 
urged to mail early.

sHORT nOTes
Park, 5049 Arroyo Road. 

Come learn about the 
basics of track identification. 
There will be a presentation 
followed by a wander to see 
what can be found in the 
dirt. Reservations required 
by calling 925-960-2400. 
Canceled if raining heavily.

At 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 4 there will be an  Ani-
mated Campfire presented 
by Ranger Dawn Soles at 
the Sycamore Grove Park re-
servable picnic area. RSVP 
for directions. 

Join this program to en-
joy a roaring campfire to 
enjoy music from animated 
holiday classics such as 
“Rudolph” and “Frosty” 
as well as more traditional 
carols. Feel free to bring 
hot dogs to cook over the 
fire; hot chocolate and cider 
will be provided. While the 
music plays, make a holiday 
decoration to take home. 
There is no seating in the 
campfire area, so bring a 
blanket or chair to sit on. 
Reservations are required 
by calling 925-960-2400. 
Canceled if raining.

 There is a $7 per vehicle 
parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. 
A $3 donation is requested 
to help support the pro-
grams unless other fees are 
specified. There is an annual 
parking pass available that 
provides significant savings 
over the daily fee for regular 
park visitors. Participants 
may call 925-960-2400 for 
more information.

Grant Workshops
The cities of Liver-

more and Pleasanton are 
co-sponsoring application 
workshops for 2017 Tri-
Valley grants. Livermore 
will award Housing and 
Human Services grants; 
Pleasanton Housing and 
Human Services and Com-
munity Grant/Youth/Civic 
Arts. Staff will discuss each 
program requirement and 
review the application and 
how to submit a request 
online.

Those applying to Liver-
more, attendance at one of 
the meetings is mandatory; 
attendance is strongly en-
couraged to apply to the City 
of Pleasanton.

Please RSVP for the 
workshops.

The first will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon on 
Fri., Dec. 9 in the Pleasanton 

City Council Chambers, 200 
Old Bernal Ace.; the second 
from 2 to 4 p.m. on Wed., 
Dec. 14 at the Livermore 
City Council Chambers, 
3575 Pacific Ave.

To RSVP, contact Savan-
nah Routt at 960-4587 or 
skroutt@cityoflivermore.net

Memorial Tree Lighting
On Saturday, December 

10, at 6:00 p.m., Dublin 
Police Services will hold its 
annual memorial tree light-
ing ceremony in honor of 
Dublin Police Officer John 
Monego, who lost his life in 
the line of duty on December 
12, 1998, while responding 
to a robbery.

The event will be held in 
the lobby of Dublin Police 
Services at 100 Civic Plaza. 
All are invited to pay their 
respects. Following the cer-
emony, light refreshments 
will be served.

Holiday Boutique
The 2nd Annual Holiday 

Boutique will be held at 
Amador Valley High School 
in Pleasanton in the multi-
purpose room (parking off 
Del Valle) on Thurs., Dec. 
8, 6 to 9 p.m. 

The Holiday Boutique 
features a variety of com-
mercial and handcrafted arts 
and crafts, jewelry, home 
decor and trinkets Many 
local vendors signed up ( a 
few tables are left for $25). 
Gift baskets featuring items 
from vendors will be raffled 
off for only $1 per ticket. 
The event is presented by 
AVHS Cheerleading.

Sports Quotes
The City of Dublin in-

vites the public to vote for its 
favorite inspirational sports-
related quotes for inclusion 
on the base of Elatus, a new 
public art statue that will be 
erected at Fallon Sports Park 
in Spring 2017.  Thirty-three 
quotes, attributed to athletes, 
coaches, and sportswriters, 
were nominated for inclu-
sion.   The topics include 
such categories as team-
work, persistence, sports-
manship, and character.  The 
public may vote for their 
favorite quotes in a survey 
at the City of Dublin's online 
forum, "Open City Hall."   
The survey will be open 
through Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13.

At least three winning 

quotes will be included on 
the base of the Elatus statue.  
Elatus is a mirror-polished 
stainless steel abstract sculp-
ture which, with its pedestal, 
will tower 31 feet above 
the sports grounds.  The 
abstract sculpture is inspired 
by the athletic human form 
in full extension, suggesting 
a baseball catcher leaping 
to catch a fly ball, a soccer 
goalie defending against a 
high kick or a tennis player 
at the height of a serve.  The 
classic pedestal, similar in 
design to the Statue of Lib-
erty's, will feature bronze 
plaques on three sides in-
scribed with the winning 
inspirational sports quotes.  
The fourth side will feature 
a comment from the artist.   

For more information, 
contact Tegan McLane, 
Cultural Arts and Heritage 
Manager, at tegan.mclane@
dublin.ca.gov. 

Police Academy
The Pleasanton Police 

Department has announced 
that enrollment is now open 
for our 25th Citizens’ Acad-
emy  to be held between 
Thursday, January 19, 2017 
and April 27, 2017.

The goals of the Citizens’ 
Academy are to create closer 
partnerships with the com-
munity through education 
and exposure to law en-
forcement procedures, and 
to discuss the importance 
of relationships and com-
munity engagement has in 
policing.

All sessions of the Acade-
my will be held on Thursday 
evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. at the Pleasanton 
Police Department. These 
classes are primarily taught 
by Department personnel 
and cover a wide variety of 
topics including Community 
Policing, Patrol Procedures, 
Radio Communications, 
SWAT, Narcotics Investiga-
tions, Crime Prevention, 
Traffic Enforcement, K-9’s, 
Evidence Collection, Use 
of Force Issues, Animal 
Services and the DARE 
program.

This program is open to 
adults only. Enrollment is 
limited to those who live or 
work in the City of Pleasan-
ton. They must be free of any 
felony convictions, have no 
misdemeanor arrests within 
one year of application, and 
successfully complete a 

background investigation.
Applications are avail-

able at the front counter 
of the Pleasanton Police 
Department or online at 
www.pleasantonpd.org. Any 
questions can be directed to 
Crime Prevention Officer 
Limon at (925) 931-5295 
or by email at mlimon@
cityofpleasantonca.gov.

NARFE Meeting
Federal employees and 

retirees are invited to attend 
a quarterly lunchtime meet-
ing on Thursday, December 
8th , at Emil Villa’s Restau-
rant in Livermore, Liver-
more and Pacific Avenues 
at 11:30 a.m. Learn about 
the national association that 
advocates for them. 

The Tri-Valley Chapter 
397 of the National Active 
and Retired Federal Employ-
ees Association (NARFE) 
will hold the meeting. At-
tendees need not be NARFE 
members. Formed in 1921, 
NARFE represents five 
million Federal workers, 
retirees, spouses and their 
survivors.

A no host luncheon will 
begin at 11:30 a.m. followed 
by a business meeting at 
1:00 p.m. The guest speak-
er will be author  Annette 
Langer, who has written 
a few books with humor 
attached; such as Healing 
Through Humor: Change 
Your Focus, Change Your 
Life. The author’s books are 
available on Amazon.com. 

Look for chapter signs at 
the restaurant front entrance. 
To request more informa-
tion, directions or transpor-
tation to the meeting,   call 
Gary at (925) 373-6758. 
Background on NARFE can 
be found at www.narfe.org.

Delay in Road Opening
The opening of a portion 

of Tassajara Road in Dublin 
and Camino Tassajara Road 
in Contra Costa County that 
was closed in May for a cul-
vert replacement project and 
associated road improve-
ments will now be delayed 
two weeks due to weather.  

The large amount of rain-
fall has limited the ability to 
place new asphalt in this sec-
tion of roadway.  With drier 
conditions anticipated over 
the next several days, the 
multi-day process of paving 
the road to a finished stan-
dard will be able to resume.  

The road will now reopen on 
December 16.  

The closure was neces-
sitated by the replacement 
of a failing drainage culvert 
that is located just north of 
the intersection of Tassajara 
Road and Fallon Road, near 
the northern Dublin city 
limits

Police Urge Caution
Dublin Police would like 

to remind the public that dur-
ing this heavy shopping pe-
riod, please be extra cautious 
and vigilant in protecting 
yourself and your property. 
Shoppers should report any 
suspicious activity to the 
police department, and fol-
low safety tips:

• When shopping, park 
the car in a well-lit area.

• Do not leave packages, 
shopping bags or valuables 
in plain view inside the car.

• Lock packages, gifts, 
and valuables in the vehicle's 
trunk. If the car does not 
have a trunk, be sure that 
valuables are out of sight or 
concealed so they cannot be 
easily identified.

• While inside stores, 
never place packages on 
floors or counters or leave 
them unattended when pur-
chasing additional items.

• Parked cars should have 
all windows tightly closed 
and all doors locked. Always 
have car keys readily avail-
able in your hand before 
walking to the car. Scan 
interior of car to be sure no 
one is hiding inside.

• Always be aware of 
surroundings. Be cautious 
of strangers approaching 
for any reason. Criminals 
may try various methods of 
distraction with the intent of 
taking money or belongings.

• While walking to the 
car, do not get distracted 
by texting or talking on a 
phone.

• Avoid carrying large 
amounts of cash. Whenever 
possible, pay for purchases 
with checks or credit cards.

During the next several 
weeks, Dublin Police will 
be deploying extra staff to 
conduct a Holiday Crime 
Suppression Detail. The 
operation will target crime 
trends that are common dur-
ing the holiday season. The 
increase in staff will include 
marked and unmarked patrol 
vehicles and officers on foot 
patrol and bicycles.
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Special 4-courSe dinner menu 4:00-9:00pm

Make Your Reservations Now!
Those who dine with us at our last seating between  

7pm-9pm are invited to ring in the New Year with us!  
Complimentary party favors, music, dancing and a prosecco 
toast along with traditional cotechino and lentils at midnight!

Music and dancing 
featuring DJ Dave Brown 

from 10:30 until...

Info & RSVP, Call 925-456-3333
Terra Mia Ristorante Italiano
4040 East Avenue, Livermore

terramialivermore.com

RIng In the new YeAR
Dec. 31St, wIth uS!

New Year’s Eve at Terra Mia
SAVE. LEARN. TRANSFER. WORK.

LAS POSITAS COLLEGE
Classes begin January 17, 2017.

www.laspositascollege.edu

Apply now.

NOW OPeN
Come Join the  

Mark Ballas Family. 
Schedule Your Free  

Introductory Lesson Today!
925.201.1956

By Carol Graham
It may have been 14 

years in the making, but 
sometimes perfection takes 
that long. 

"The most challeng-
ing thing about producing 
the book was by far how 
long it took. We thought 
it would be a year or two 
of our time," said Victoria 
Whyte Ball. "To have this 
beautifully-printed and 
exquisitely-bound book 
in hand is surreal. We’ve 
worked and waited on it 
for so many years, it's like 
holding a long-awaited 
newborn. Coincidentally, 
it’s also about the same 
weight at 6 pounds, 8 
ounces." 

"The Golden Decade: 
Photography at the Cali-
fornia School of Fine Arts, 
1945-1955" went to press 
in April, and hit the market 
in November.

"For the Golden Decade, 
we collaborated with Wil-
liam Heick, Ira Latour and 
Cameron Macauley," said 
Ken Ball, who with wife 
Victoria edited the book. 
"We’re listed as co-editors, 
but we also managed the 
project, which included 
research, scanning and 
sequencing photos, orga-
nizing exhibits, and being 
at the press check in Göt-
tingen, Germany, at Steidl 
publishing house. We 
also provided writing that 
helped tie it all together, 
which was no small feat."

The Golden Decade is a 
418-page treasure trove of 
stunning black-and-white 
photographs, largely of the 
Bay Area. 

"The Golden Decade 
is about a unique time in 
photographic and Bay-Area 
history. After World War 
II the California School of 
Fine Arts in San Francisco 
hired renowned photogra-
pher Ansel Adams to estab-
lish one of the first fine-art 
photography departments 
in the United States," stated 
Victoria. "The school was 
under the directorship of 
Douglas McAgy. The in-
structors read like a who's-
who of photography and 
art. Photographers included 
Adams, Minor White, 
Edward Weston, Dorothea 
Lange, Imogen Cunning-
ham, Lisette Model, Nancy 
and Beaumont Newhall, 
and Homer Page. Art in-
structors included Richard 

Diebenkorn, David Park, 
Elmer Bischoff, Clyfford 
Still, Hassel Smith, Clay 
Spohn, Mark Rothko, 
Dorr Bothwell, and Claire 
Falkenstein. Many of the 
students had been able 
to attend because of the 
newly-signed G.I. Bill, 
which paid tuition and liv-
ing expenses for military 
veterans."

The three former 
students — Heick, Latour 
and Macauley — had 
begun planning a book that 
would focus on the school's 
photography department 
from 1945-1955, the pe-
riod known as the Golden 
Decade, when Livermore 
residents Ken and Victoria 
joined them in 2002. 

"Our interest in the 
Golden Decade started af-
ter my father, Don Whyte, 
passed away in Santa Rosa 
in 1989," explained Victo-
ria. "He'd bequeathed Ken 

his darkroom equipment as 
they both shared a passion 
for photography. None of 
my siblings wanted to deal 
with the contents of the 
packed darkroom. They felt 
it was overwhelming, and 
suggested throwing it all 
in the burn can sitting just 
outside the darkroom door. 
Ken, a lover of all things 
old and historical - and 
especially photography-
related - was horrified 
at this, so we offered to 
take it all. So it was that a 
few weeks later a number 
of boxes arrived at our 
home. Had the darkroom’s 
contents not been rescued, 
this book would never have 
happened."

The book includes the 
biographies and work of 
35 artists who attended the 
first classes at the Califor-
nia School of Fine Arts, 

now the San Francisco Art 
Institute.

For those alive then, the 
book is like a walk back 
through time - with the 
corner drugstores and Coca 
Cola signs, hats and gloves, 
Buicks and Chevrolets. 
For others, it is a glimpse 
into American post-war 
life: older faces etched 
with the sorrow of one 
major depression and two 
world wars; younger faces 
alight with mischief and 
promise. For everyone, the 
photos are a mirror of "us" 
- with our baseball caps 
and pearls, sneakers and 
lipstick, roller skates and 
cigarettes. Many photos, 
too, reflect the influence of 
Adams' incredible talent 
in images of the Minarets, 
Sierra Nevada, Yosemite, 
and Northern California 
coastline. 

"The Golden Decade 
would make a wonderful 
present for the holidays 
because it covers the 
history of photography 
in the San Francisco Bay 
Area during the 1945-55 
timeframe," said Ken. "It's 
of interest not only because 
of its local nature, but also 
to anyone who loves fine 
black-and-white photogra-
phy."

The book has been 
reviewed in The Guard-
ian, a British national 
daily newspaper, and was 

featured at a book signing 
at the Strand Bookstore in 
New York City. 

On Friday, January 13 at 
7 p.m., a book signing will 
be held in Pleasanton at 
Towne Center Books, 555 
Main Street. 

 The Golden Decade is 
available on Amazon, Art-
book, and Barnes & Noble. 
It can also be purchased by 
sending an email to whyte-
ball@comcast.net

"The cost varies depend-
ing on where purchased, 
ranging from $55 to the 
$75 list price. People can 
also purchase signed copies 
from us directly," said Ken. 
"We hope readers get the 
same enjoyment that we do 
from viewing the wonder-
ful images and reading 
about the dedication and 
attention to detail it took to 
be a photographer before 
the digital age." 

To learn more, visit 
www.goldendecadephotog-
raphy.com.

'Golden Decade' Documents 
Unique Time in Photographic 
and Bay Area History 

Pictured at left is the book; above are Ken and Victoria Whyte Ball.

Jews while killing 91. 
"My attendance at school 

was no longer tolerated. 
The SS came to haul my 
father away," Ganz said of 
the black-clad elite political 
soldiers called the SS for 
Schutzstaffel, the "Protec-
tive Echelon."

"My father managed to 
put into effect a plan to make 
them go away temporar-
ily," said Ganz. "That day 
deserves a book by itself. 
Around suppertime my fa-
ther said to my mother, 'I 
don't want Werner to spend 
another day in this country,' 
and called a friend in Hol-
land."

Since Aachen sits on the 
border, it was possible for 
Werner to be smuggled out 
that evening. He would wait 
a year for his parents to be 
able to join him in Amster-
dam, during which time 
WWII began. 

Anne Frank, two years 
younger than Werner, had 
been his cousin's playmate. 

"I had contact with her 
but not as much as my cous-
in had. Anne also ended up 
in Amsterdam," said Ganz. 
"I have no recollection of 
how she got out of Ger-
many. Published literature 
states that her sister flunked 
the physical exam at the 
American Consulate be-
cause she had tuberculosis. 
Thus, the family had to 
make a decision to leave the 
sister in Amsterdam while 
Anne and her father and 
mother escaped to the U.S. 
or all would stay together 
in Amsterdam, which was 
their final decision. It was a 
strange coincidence how our 
story and the Franks' story 
intertwined, and that she is 
known worldwide while not 
many people are aware of 
our similar path that ended 

so differently."
The Ganz family, once 

reunited, were able to emi-
grate to the United States, 
arriving in 1940 on the aus-
picious day of February 
22 - George Washington's 
birthday. 

"Our entrance permit 
had cleared just in time 
for us to 'take the last boat 
out' - the Dutch ship Vo-
lendam," said Ganz. "We 
were thankful that we were 
safe, but mourned that my 
grandmother, uncle and 
cousin could not get out, 
and later died in concentra-
tion camps." 

That sorrow, shared some 
60 years later, kindled a 
friendship between Ganz 
and Katz. 

"I believe Werner opened 
up to me because I have an 
understanding of his back-
ground," said Katz, whose 
father survived the Holo-
caust, though other relatives 
did not. "The story that blew 
me away is Werner's story of 
Anne Frank. Another more 
recent and fun story he's 
shared is that he recently 
renewed his California Civil 
Engineer license, which he's 
had since 1964. He thought 
it might be fun to apply for 
a job and have a 90-year-old 
walk in."

After Ganz had gradu-
ated from New York City's 
Newtown High School in 
1944, he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army. 

"German POWs were 
being transported to the 
U.S. where they were put 
to work as needed. They 
were held by us under very 
good, humane conditions," 
said Ganz. "A good part of 
my Army life was to act as 
an interpreter, as somebody 
had to tell them what to do. 
I served till May 1946. Then 

the war was over."
Ganz went on to earn a 

Bachelor of Civil Engineer-
ing degree, later working 
in South Dakota and Ohio 
where he met Ruth Dennis, 
his wife of 60 years with 
whom he has two sons - Jay, 
a meteorologist, and Matt 
who holds a Ph.D. in Elec-
trical Engineering. In 1984, 
they moved to San Ramon, 
where Ganz worked as a 
Deputy Plant Manager at the 
Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory. 

This year, as the presi-
dential election began to 
heat up, Ganz said, "In the 
past I have been reluctant 
to tell my story. But now, at 
the age of 90, I feel that there 
isn't much time left. Soon 
people will say, 'It didn't 
happen.' I feel an obligation 
to share. In Trump, I see 
Hitler in 1933." 

It is a perspective Katz 
understands. 

"I hope people listen 
closely to what Werner has 
to say, that the political 
climate in the U.S. today 
- the hatred and vitriol - is 
similar to Nazi Germany in 
the 1930s when Hitler took 
power," said Katz. "There 
are parallels he describes, 
and to think what happened 
in Germany can’t happen in 
the U.S. would be a mistake. 

Werner does not want people 
to ever forget the past, and 
to understand that the same 
things that Hitler said make 
him fearful of Trump: the 
scapegoating of immigrants, 
the hateful speeches, the 
claim that only 'I can solve 
your problems.'"

After living through one 
of the darkest periods in his-
tory, Ganz said he still lives 
with post traumatic stress 
syndrome. 

"I am somewhat afraid 
to voice my opinion but 
'being afraid' started all the 
trouble in Germany. I see 
a parallel that the United 
States is heading down the 
exact same slope. This was 
not a normal election. I am 
truly afraid that the country 
is changing before our eyes," 
said Ganz. "Is it already too 
late to avert this from hap-
pening?"

HISTORY
(continued from page on)
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Special People leave a lasting impression on us.

To make a gift in remembrance of someone dear 
that will protect the Tri-Valley’s beauty for future 
generations, please visit

You can make a lasting impact in their name.

TriValleyConservancy.org
or call (925) 449-8706.

Advance Planning
is a thoughtful and considerate act that your loved  

ones will truly appreciate. A death in the family  
is difficult enough without the added burden of  

making arrangements at the last minute.

The holidays, when families are together, are a  
good time to talk about your family’s future.

The average funeral costs around $7500 
Callaghan Mortuary & Livermore Crematory  

is offering a 10% discount that could save you  
about $750 on Pre-Arranged Funeral Goods  

and Services until Jan. 31, 2017

For an appointment, call Kate Lane 
cell (562) 233-9407  
office (925) 447-2942 
e-mail:  klane@stonemor.com

Callaghan Mortuary & Livermore Crematory
3833 East Avenue, Livermore, CA 94550

“Thoughtful service within the means of all” Fd #416

By Carol Graham
Cycling across the United States typically offers plenty 

to see. However, in 2016 the journey revealed an addi-
tional visual element.  

"We knew we would see astonishing landscapes in the 
U.S. - endless fields, high mountains, giant forests, wide 
grasslands, red rocks," said Simon van Buren. "We also 
saw Bernie Sanders signs in New York, Donald Trump 
signs as we continued, and Hillary Clinton signs in Cali-
fornia." 

However, for the three German siblings who recently 
cycled from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean, one 
thing that remained consistent across the states was all-
American friendliness. 

"Americans surprised us with their hospitality," 
said Simon. "We often used Warm Showers, an online 
platform like CouchSurfing, that's just for cyclists. We 
met amazing hosts who shared their homes with us for a 
night. Often we got private rooms with beds, and received 
dinners like a traditional Santa Maria barbecue. In the 
evenings, we shared our cycling experiences with so 
many unique people."

Those experiences began in July, when the van Burens 
arrived in New York City from their hometown of Teck-
lenburg in northwestern Germany. 

"We are from a small, ancient town with about 2,500 
inhabitants," said Simon. "On our cycling tour we were 
often amused by 'historic downtowns,' as most buildings 
in the center of Tecklenburg are from the 16th and 17th 
centuries." 

One (relatively) historic downtown the trio enjoyed 
was Livermore's, where they spent the night with family 
friends Nelly and Alan Throop.

"My mother and their grandmother were best friends 
as girls in the Netherlands," said Nelly. "I received a 
phone call from Simon two days before their planned 
arrival on October 1. We had met once before when they 
came with their parents, but hadn't kept in touch."

The original visit had taken place in 2000, when Si-
mon and his siblings Lea and Jona toured national parks 
in the southwestern U.S. with their parents. 

"That road trip shaped most of our (very positive) 
ideas of the United States," said Simon. "Later I spent 
11th grade as an exchange student close to Washington, 
D.C."

Both Lea, 25, and Jona, 23, are currently studying 
medicine, while Simon, who turned 28 this year in Utah's 
Zion National Park, earned his mechanical engineering 
and economics degrees just prior to the cycling trip. 

"During our studies we discovered cycling was a 
great way of traveling, including trips to Rome, Paris and 
Prague," said Simon. "The United States has fascinated 
us since the family vacation. Thus, the States were the 
perfect country for our longest by far cycling tour."

The route chosen by the van Burens covered roughly 

5,000 miles. It wove through Niagara Falls, Chicago, 
several national parks (including Monument Valley, 
Arches, Bryce Canyon and Zion), Las Vegas, Death Val-
ley, Mount Whitney (which they climbed), Yosemite, and 
an overnight stop in Livermore before heading on to San 
Francisco. 

"I still have to chuckle when I think of the evening 
they spent with us," said Nelly. "They opted to camp in 
their tents in our backyard and I offered them nice hot 
showers. The brothers refused saying they'd just use the 
hose outside. Lea gave them a 'you have to be kidding' 
look and immediately took us up on the hot shower. 
Smart girl, that one!"

After a Sunday breakfast at Country Waffles, they left 
for San Francisco to see the sights before cycling down 
Highway 1 to Los Angeles, from which they departed on 
October 11. 

"We would have preferred to end our tour in San 
Francisco as to us it is the most amazing city in the 

United States," said Simon. "However, cycling the coastal 
highway from south to north isn't the smartest idea be-
cause of strong headwinds. Thus, we visited San Fran-
cisco first and then headed to Los Angeles."

The question the cyclists hear most often is, "How 
many miles do you ride each day?" 

"The answer always includes explaining about the 
diversity of the United States in terms of temperature, 
elevations and wind, and that these three factors strongly 
influence the miles you can ride," said Simon. "Our far-
thest distance was 144 miles in the Great Plains, but we 
averaged about 80 miles per cycling day. We cycled on 63 
days, and on 24 days explored cities and national parks. 
By the way, we spent 453 hours riding bikes."

Throop said she plans on staying in touch this time, 
and hopes to see the van Buren family again. 

"Their parents also plan to do an east- to west-coast 
trip in a few years," she added, "but not by bicycles!"

To learn more or see photos, visit www.simonvanbu-
ren.de/c2cbybike/index.php. 

Cyclists Include Livermore Stop in Ride Across America

The van Buren siblings pose for a picture in front of the Golden Gate.

Cemex has produced a 
detailed letter concerning 
its reclamation plans for the 
Lake A quarry. Cemex plans 
to  mine the lake. 

CEMEX is required to 
have a Reclamation Plan for 
areas subject to operational 
disturbances. The plan will 
describes how mined lands 
will be reclaimed to allow  
for future uses of the prop-
erty without endangering 
public health and safety.  

The complete letter has 
been posted at www.cemex-
eliotfacility.com/.

The letter mentions a Ce-
mex appearance at a meeting 
of the Tri-Valley Preserva-
tion Association (TVPA) 

Cemex Posts New Letter About Lake A Reclamation
on Aug. 23, 2016; the letter 
updates plans discussed at 
that time. 

The TVPA was formed 
by Livermore residents next 
to Lake A to promote their 
interests in the Cemex appli-
cation for Alameda County 
approval of an EIR for the 
reclamation plan. Ultimate-
ly, Lake A will be used by 
Zone 7 Water Agency as part 
of its flood control plans. 

The Cemex letter men-
tions a letter that Cemex 
says it sent to 5000 homes 
in Livermore and Pleasan-
ton announcing its intent 
to update the reclamation 
plan. The letter notes that 
Cemex has no plan to build 

a processing plant or facility 
of any kind at Lake A.

Cemex announced sev-
eral years ago that it would 
not mine the area after 
2015, and would turn the 
reclaimed quarry over to 
Zone 7 in 2017. However, 
that changed when a growth 
boom increased the demand 
for high quality concrete in 
the Bay Area, and Lake A 
produces a good aggregate 
for the product, says Cemex.

Cemex does not need a 
permit to resume  digging. 
The site has been a quarry 
since the late 1800s, before 
the state passed laws to 
govern quarries.  Only the 
reclamation plan needs ap-

proval by the county.
In the open letter, Cemex 

states that it will cut back the 
proposed additional mining 
period from five years to 
three years. It still will take 
two additional years to put 
in place the reclamation. 
Cemex will pay for work on 
a pipeline needed to conduct 
water from Lake A to Lakes 
B and C in the Zone 7 Chain 
of Lakes, which will be used 
for water storage.

If mining does resume 
in Lake A, a majority of 
the lake will not be drained 
during operations. Instead 
wet mining will be used as 
needed, with conventional 
excavators to avoid dewa-

tering.  Only the northwest 
zone may need to be tempo-
rarily dewatered to reach the 
depth needed to install the 
pipeline to connect Lake A 
to Lakes B and C.

The area where the pipe-
line is to be placed would 
require mining at a greater 
depth than in the rest of 
Lake A.

The letter does not men-
tion a date for submitting 
a reclamation plan to the 
county. County Deputy 
Director of Community 
Development Jim Gilford 
said that no plan has been 
submitted to the county. A 
past  plan was submitted in 
2013, based on information 
directed by the county in a 
2012 periodic review, said 
Gilford. 

Cemex began filling in 
blanks on its 2013 applica-
tion. However, by early 
2015, the county said it was 
“not convinced that the min-
ing plan for Lake A would 
work, given the geotechnical 

information the county had 
seen so far at that point,” 
said Gilford.

The county will con-
duct an EIR for the new 
reclamation plan. The EIR 
will study the difference 
between the existing recla-
mation plan (SMP-23) and 
CEMEX's current reclama-
tion proposal.  The EIR 
will provide an assessment 
of special-status plant  and 
animal species,and sensitive 
habitats.

 

As the weather cools, the 
fun is heating up with the 
Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District. The com-
munity can enjoy a variety of 
holiday events:

• Animated Campfire with 
music from holiday clas-
sics such as “Rudolph, the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer” and 
“Frosty the Snowman” as 
well as traditional carols. 
Participants can bring hot 
dogs to cook over the fire; 
hot chocolate and cider will 
be provided. Make a holiday 
decoration to take home. 
Bring a blanket or chair to 
sit, as there is no seating in 
the campfire area. Reserva-
tions are required by calling 
925-960-2400. Campfire 
will be held at 3:30 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 4, at the Reservable 
Picnic Area at Sycamore 
Grove Park (RSVP for di-
rections). A $3 donation per 
person is suggested to help 
support the program.

• Breakfast with Santa at 
9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 10, at 
the Robert Livermore Com-
munity Center. Adults with 
children ages 10 and under 
are invited to have a pancake 
breakfast, make a holiday 
craft and have a visit with 
Santa Claus. Tickets are $11 
per person; everyone needs a 
ticket. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance by calling 
373-5700 or in person at the 
Community Center, 4444 

East Ave.
• Co-presented with 

the Ravenswood Progress 
League, the annual Victorian 
Yuletide at Ravenswood 
Historic Site takes visitors 
back in time to experience 
a bygone era’s holiday tra-
ditions. Admission is free 
and includes a look inside 
the 1890s estate, which will 
be decorated for a Victorian 
Christmas. The event will 
include costumed docents, 
musical entertainment, 
drinks and desserts for sale, 
visits with Santa Claus and a 
holiday gift shop. Victorian 
Yuletide will be held from 
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
11, at Ravenswood, 2647 
Arroyo Road. For more 
information, call 925-443-
0238.

• LARPD Senior Services 
catered Holiday Luncheon 
will be held from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13, 
at the Community Center. 
Tickets are $10 and must 
be purchased in advance by 
4 p.m. Dec. 6. To reserve 
a spot, call  373-5760. In 
conjunction with the lun-
cheon, the Golden Circle 
Craft Group will hold a Mini 
Holiday Boutique from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. and from 1 to 2 
p.m. in the Vintage Lounge. 
The boutique is open to the 
public s.

• Have Santa make a 
personal stop at your home, 

office or party with Santa 
Visits.  Packages from Santa 
may be left on the porch for 
him to deliver directly to 
children. Registration opens 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, 
at the Community Center; 
first-come, first served. Any 
remaining spots will be 
available for signup after 
Dec. 1. A 10-minute visit is 
$45 anytime between 5:30 
and 8:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 17, and Sunday, Dec. 
18. Call 925-373-5700 for 
details.

• Join the 22nd annual 
Yule Log Hunt at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 18. Prepare for 
the hunt with games, mer-
riment and tales of ancient 
Yule celebrations – then 
head out on an old-fashioned 
hunt for that elusive log. 
After the hunt, gather around 
the fire and make a Yule log 
to take home. Canceled if 
raining. Call 960-2400 for 
directions to the Reservable 
Picnic Area at Sycamore 
Grove Park. A $3 donation 
per person is suggested to 
help support the program.

• The annual Holiday 
Classic Basketball Tour-
nament invites all CYO 
and AAU teams from third 
through eighth grade to join 
the five-on-five tournament. 
Adults 18 and up can sign up 
for a three-on-three tourna-
ment. Both tournaments will 
have a three-game guaran-

tee with round robin play. 
Games will begin as early 
as 8 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 17, 
and as early as noon Sunday, 
Dec. 18. Youth teams are 
$205; adult teams are $105. 
For more information or to 
sign up, contact mgarza@
larpd.org or call 373-5731.

•  The 12th annual Polar 
Bear Slide. The event is 
free and open to anyone 
48-inches or taller to take 
a trip down the spiral wa-
terslide from 11 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Jan. 7. Hot 
chocolate and cookies will 
be waiting at the bottom of 
the slide to warm up will-
ing participants. Additional 
refreshments will be for sale, 
with proceeds benefiting the 
LARPD Foundation. For 
information, call 373-5750.

For more information or 
to register for these holiday 
happenings, call 925-373-
5700 or visit www.larpd.org.

 

LARPD Offers Series of Holiday Programs



James E. Craft
James E. Craft, 92, of 

Livermore,  California, 
passed away unexpectedly 
at his home on Sunday, No-
vember 20, 2016.

He grew up in the then-
village of Hartland, Wiscon-

sin, the 
son of 
Edward 
W i l -
l i a m 
C r a f t 
a n d 
Lillian 
E l i z a -
b e t h 
W a n -
d e r e r .  

He had a happy childhood  
raised by adoring parents; 
it was that farm-and-fields 
setting which he cherished in 
his heart and often recalled 
in his stories and remem-
brances. 

Jim enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps. during WWII, 
where he attained the rank 
of Sergeant and served as 
a Gunnery Instructor.  He 
would  say the "real heroes" 
of the war were the ones who 
never returned home. 

With benefit of the GI 
Bill, Jim enrolled in Mar-
quette University in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, and 
earned a BS degree in Busi-
ness Administration. He met 
his lifelong friend, Warren 
Hessell, on his first day of 
college, and the two buddies 
traveled to Europe on a num-
ber of occasions throughout  
their lives.  

After college, Jim served 
as a Diplomatic Courier for 
the U.S. State Department, 
assigned to the American 
Embassies in Germany and 
then    Monrovia, Liberia.  
He would describe the expe-
rience of living and working 
in both locations as exciting 
and life-changing. In 1957, 
he married his first wife, 
Pauline Fortin, with whom 
he shared 25 years of family 
life, first in Oakland, CA., 
and finally settling in   Hay-
ward, CA. Together, they 
raised their four children, 
Mark, Paul, Shannon and 
Michelle. The family spent 
summers camping in the  
Santa Cruz mountains and 
enjoying the California coast 
beaches, the favorite being 
Pismo beach, where the 
family at large (Crafts, For-
tins and Eldridges) would 
reunite.  Jim was an avid 
reader and writer of creative 
fiction.  His many short sto-
ries were loosely based on 
his life's experiences, how-
ever  creatively embellished.  
Some would even make an 
honest woman blush!

In 1995, Jim married Mar-
ian Joyce Thompson at All 
Saints Church in Hayward, 
and then at Lake Tahoe, 
CA.  They made a happy 
life together in Rocklin, CA., 
enjoyed travels to Mexico, 

while working at Granada 
Bowl, including employee 
of the decade.  She bowled 
many years with a high 
average in women’s scratch 
leagues.  She was an avid 
baker, card player, and loyal 
Oakland A’s Fan.  She was 
a dedicated mother, sister, 
aunt, daughter, grandmother 
and great grandmother. 

Betty Lou is preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Albert, her sisters, Leah 
and Zeretta, her daughter-
in-law, Lynn Block and her 
granddaughter, Nanci Mc-
Cormick.

Betty Lou is survived by 
sons, Doug and his wife, Lin-
da Block and Lloyd Block, 
grandchildren, Nicholas 
Block, Michelle Susmann, 
Lori Street, Aimee Greer, 
and Douglas Block Jr.  She 
is also survived by sixteen 
great grandchildren and one 
great-great grandchild.

"Big Ben" Sarasua
"Big Ben" Sarasua, 68, a 

26-year resident of Pleasan-
ton, died October 30, 2016.   
A native Californian, he was 
born April 23, 1948 in San 
Francisco. 

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Judy Sarasua 
of Pleasanton; his devoted 
son, Benjamin Sarasua Jr. 
of Livermore; and 3 grand-
children, Hunter, Madilynn 
and Mason.

A memorial service will 
be held Friday, December 
2 at 11:00 a.m. at Graham-
Hitch Mortuary, 4167 First 
Street,  Pleasanton, CA 
94566.

Patricia Frank
5/8/32 – 11/25/16

Patricia Frank, formerly 
of Richland, Washington, 
passed away November 25, 
2016, in Livermore, Cali-
fornia, after a long illness.  
She was born May 8, 1932, 

in Wal-
l a c e , 
Idaho.

P a t 
m a r -
r i e d 
J o h n 
F r a n k 
in No-
v e m -
b e r 
1 9 4 9 , 
and to-
gether 
t h e y 

lived in Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia, then in Livermore, 
and ultimately relocated in 
1986 back to Horn Rapids 
in Richland.  She lost her 
beloved husband of 58 years, 
John, in March 2008.  Pat 
returned to Livermore in 
October 2013.

Pat spent her time doing 
what she loved most – golf-
ing with John and her ladies 
golf group, RVing, fishing, 
and traveling with her fam-
ily. She enjoyed lunches 
with their Club 40’s lunch 
buddies and her birthday 
club. Pat enjoyed cooking, 
caring for their home, and 
gardening. She was devoted 
to John and was a loving 
mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother.

She will be dearly missed 
by her son Dennis and his 
wife Mary, son Dave and 
his wife Becky, and by the 
rest of her extended family 
and friends.

Preceding her in death are 
her parents, Hap and Della 
McClure, and her husband, 
John.

The family wishes to 
express sincere appreciation 
for the loving care given to 
Pat by the staff at Livermore 
Valley Senior Living, where 
she resided for the past three 
years. The family also wish-
es to thank Hope Hospice of 
Dublin, California, for their 
compassion during Pat’s 
illness.

Private services will be 
held at Pinecrest Lake, Cali-
fornia.

Gowey, two granddaughters, 
Erica and Madalyn Mielke, 
several nieces and nephews, 
as well as his sister, Jean 
Fratzke.  Keith and Patri-
cia retired to Pleasanton in 
1998 to be closer to family.  
He served several years 
on the Pleasanton Cultural 
Arts Council and was active 
in his church, the Unitar-
ian Universalist Church in 
Livermore.

Keith served three years 
on active duty in the Army 
Security Agency, serving 
in Germany for two years 
as a Russian translator.  He 
earned his PhD from Michi-
gan State University and 
was a tenured professor at 
Indiana University for 13 
years, ending as chairman 
of his department.  He left 
academia after he received 
an offer to move to New 
York City to work for Chil-
dren’s Television Workshop 
in the early years of Sesame 
Street.  That became a 20-
year career, ending as Vice 
President of Research.  In 
1991 he received the Dis-
tinguished Service Award 
from the Association for 
Educational Communication 
and Technology for Guid-
ing Research on Children’s 
Television Programming 
for over 20 Years.  Keith, 
through his work, had a 
significant impact on lit-
eracy throughout the world, 
and mentored many young 
professionals along the way. 

Throughout his life, mu-
sic was his main hobby and 
love.  During college he 
earned his way musically 
as a soloist, choir director, 
and dance band vocalist.  
An avid Barbershopper, he 
directed the local Bloom-
ington Indiana chorus and 
sang in a quartet, as well as 
singing in the family quartet 
whenever possible.  Upon 
moving to New York he 
helped establish and became 
the founding President of the 
new Big Apple Chorus. 

Keith was a loving father 
and husband, admired by all 
who worked with him for his 
willingness to help others, 
and for his wonderful sense 
of humor.  He will be greatly 
missed.  A memorial will be 
held Dec. 17 at 2 PM at the 
Unitarian Church, 1893 N. 
Vasco Road, Livermore, CA 
94550.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to 
the charity of your choice, or 
the Unitarian Church.

Betty Lou Block 
Betty Lou Block, 92, 

of Livermore, California, 
passed away following a 
short illness on November 
20, 2016.

Visitation will be Fri-
day, De-
cember 
2, 2016 
f r o m 
5 - 7 : 0 0 
p m  a t 
C a l -
l a g h a n 
Mor tu -
ary.

F u -
n e r a l 
services 
will be 

held 1:00 pm Saturday, De-
cember 3, 2016 at Callaghan 
Mortuary.  Burial will follow 
at Memorial Gardens.

Betty Lou Block was 
born in Nebraska to Bes-
sie and William Bailey on 
October 14, 1924.  She went 
to school at Jerome High 
School located in Jerome, 
Idaho.  She married Albert 
Block in November 1941. 
She graduated from high 
school in 1942, and immedi-
ate began farming with her 
husband.  They moved to 
Castro Valley, California in 
1951.  They moved to Liver-
more in 1953.  She worked 
as a property manager for 
Rekeb Rentals for fifteen 
years.  She also worked for 
twenty-six years at the front 
desk of the local Granada 
Bowl before retiring.  She 
received several awards 

McBride, uncles John and 
James Montell.

Services will be held on 
Thursday, December 1st, at 
11am at the Historic Pleas-
anton Hotel, 855 Main St. 
Pleasanton Ca, 94566.

Glynis Gayle Smith
March 6, 1965 – Nov.17, 2016

Our beloved Glynis sud-
denly passed away on Thurs-
day November 17th, 2016.  
While her death was unex-
pected, Glynis had suffered 

m a n y 
y e a r s 
w i t h 
Arnold 
C h i a r i 
Malfor-
mation, 
a neuro-
logical 
birth de-
fect and 
R S D , 
R e f l e x 

Sympatric Dystrophy a dis-
ease that resulted from her 
many surgeries and treat-
ments. 

Glynis was born in Hay-
ward, Ca and raised in Liver-
more, Ca where she spent 
her life. She graduated from 
Granada High School and 
received AA degree at Las 
Positas and she received 
her BA degree at California 
State University, Hayward 
campus.

Though her life was 
limited by her condition 
she loved to help people 
and early on she especially 
reached out to the young and 
volunteered for many athlet-
ics programs by coaching 
and teaching young people.  
Early in her life she loved 
to travel. She spent sum-
mers on the east coast with 
her father’s family and as 
she grew older she had the 
opportunity to visit Mexico 
many times as well as a visit 
to Canada and Europe.  Gly-
nis loved movies, especially 
the animated ones; and stage 
musicals.  She found joy in 
her affection for a broad 
range of music and she was 
known for her collections of 
“the Oldies” from the 50’s 
through the 80’s. Recently 
she and her family all cher-
ished their Monday nights 
watching Dancing with the 
Stars. 

Glynis is survived by her 
father and mother, Wayne 
and Diane Smith, her broth-
er, Wayne “Jeffrey” Smith, 
her cousins Kelly (Black-
mer) Beck and Christine 
Blackmer, Rob Blackmer 
and Sandy Blackmer Den-
nington, her cousins Stacy 
Smith, Vicky Zand and Bob 
Letrzing, Aunt and Uncle 
Michele and Michael Black-
mer, Uncle Robert Black-
mer, Aunt Joanne and Uncle 
Harold Smith, Aunt Geri 
Letzring, her nephews, Ja-
cob Smith and Noah Gressel 
and her dearest friend Maria 
Elena Pellinen.

Friends are invited to 
join the family in a memo-
rial and celebration of life 
service held on Sunday, 
December 4th at 1:00p.m. 
at Callaghan’s Mortuary at 
3833 East Ave. Livermore, 
Ca followed by a gathering 
at Maria Elena Pellinens’ 
home at 1208 Asti Court 
in Livermore.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be 
made to St. Jude’s Children 
Hospital or the Jerry Lewis 
Muscular Dystrophy Foun-
dation.

Keith William Mielke
Resident of Pleasanton
Nov. 15, 1933-Nov. 22, 2016

Keith was born in Okla-
homa in the middle of the 
great depression.  He had 

a “Tom 
Sawyer-
l i k e ” 
c h i l d -
h o o d 
that he 
recalled 
fondly.  
He was 
the first 
i n  h i s 
f a m i l y 
to attend 

college.  There he met and 
married his wife, Patricia, 
to whom he was happily 
married for 61 plus years.  
He died peacefully with Pa-
tricia and family by his side:  
daughter Lynne Mielke and 
husband John Gowey and 
son Eric Mielke of Pleas-
anton, two grandsons, Max 
Mielke and Spencer Gow-
ey.  He is also survived by 
another grandson Connor 

Connie (Koch) Cosby 
Connie (Koch) Cosby 

loving wife, mother, grand-
mother and great grand-
mother passed away peace-
fully surrounded by family 
at her home in Livermore, 
CA Sunday evening Novem-
ber 13th.

She was born on Febru-
ary 18th 1927 in Albany 
Oregon. She was 89 years 
old, and a 61year resident of 
Livermore.

Connie graduated from 
Northwest Christian Col-

lege in 
1949 as 
well as 
B u t l e r 
School 
of Reli-
gion In-
dianap-
olis, IN 
in 1952. 
Connie 
enjoyed 
t e a c h -
ing 2nd 
&  3 r d 

graders for 19 years at Smith 
School in Livermore, and 
2 years at McKinley El-
ementary in Tracy. She was 
always very active in the 
church. She also enjoyed 
traveling the world with 
her husband. They visited 
many places the most mem-
orable being Egypt, Russia, 
England, France, Germany, 
China, South Africa and the 
Holy Lands.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents Arthur and 
Connie Koch, by her broth-
ers Walter and John Koch, 
and two of her children Dr. 
Robert Cosby and daughter 
Rebecca (Cosby) Engilberts-
son.

She is survived by her 
husband of 64 years, Wil-
liam, her daughter Jane 
Cosby Cooper, and grand-
children Mark Cooper and 
Jennifer (Cooper) Wilkin-
son, as well as a great-grand-
daughter.

Services will be held at 
the 1st Presbyterian Church 
of Livermore on Monday, 
December 5th at 2 pm.

In lieu of flowers please 
make a donation in her 
name to either 65 Roses 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
(866)347-2345 - P.O. Box 
52074, Phoenix, AZ 85072, 
or CalRTA Scholarship Fund 
- Make checks payable to 
‘Tri-Valley Retired Educa-
tors Scholarship Fund’ Mail 
to Faye Younker, 1792 Old 
Tower Rd., Livermore, Ca 
94550.

Todd Kenneth Montell
Sept. 25, 1988 – Nov. 14, 2016

Todd Kenneth Montell 
passed away due to an unfor-
tunate accident on Monday 

Novem-
ber 14, 
2 0 1 6 . 
T o d d 
g r e w 
u p  a t -
tending 
schools 
i n  t h e 
P l e a s -
a n t o n 
Tri-Val-
ley area, 
graduat-
ed from 

Redwood H.S. in Castro 
Valley and attended Chabot 
College in Hayward.

Todd is a kind, sensitive 
soul and was loved by all 
his family and friends. He 
was very passionate about 
all the Bay Area sport teams, 
Oakland Raiders, A's, War-
riors, San Jose Sharks and 
attended games frequently. 
Todd loved skateboarding 
and perfected his skills over 
the years, which made him 
an excellent snowboarder. 
Todd also loved the out-
doors, and spent many vaca-
tions at his mother’s family 
property in Brownsville, CA 
and at his father’s property 
in Fort Jones, CA. He loved 
to fish Dry Creek in Browns-
ville, Lake Chabot in Castro 
Valley, Alameda rock wall, 
San Leandro Marina, the 
California coastline from 
Monterey to Baker Beach in 
San Francisco.

Todd is survived by his 
father Ken Montell and his 
fiancée Linda Burr, brother 
Travis Montell, mother Jen-
nifer (McBride) Gottesman, 
her husband Rick Gottes-
man, his loving grandmother 
Frances McBride, many 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
friends. Todd is preceded in 
death by his grandpa Gordon 
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OBITUARIes
Hawaii, New Orleans and 
Las Vegas.  They loved 
tending to their backyard, 
filled with assorted roses, 
hanging flower baskets and  
a beautiful fountain.  When 
Marian's health permitted, 
they enjoyed having their 
grandsons visit for the week-
end. Their time together 
ended  too soon, as Marian 
succumbed to leukemia in 
2007.  Shortly thereafter, Jim 
moved to Livermore CA., to 
be closer to his daughter and 
her family.  

Jim's latter years were 
spent at Arbor Vista Se-
nior Living Community 
in Livermore, a place he 
was most thankful for.  He 
managed one final trip to 
Italy  in 2009, with his son 
and daughter-in-law, but re-
turned home resolute to stay 
put and explore his immedi-
ate surroundings. He even 
bought his first new bicycle 
at 85 years    of age and rode 
nearly every day for the first 
two years of ownership. 

 Jim was blessed to have 
wonderful caregivers, and 
his family would like to rec-
ognize and thank Conchita 
Yumul of Pleasanton, CA., 
Linda Jackson of Tracy, CA.,  
for their unsurpassed care 
and support.  

In addition to his parents, 
William and Lillian Craft, 
and his second, wife Marian 
Thompson, he is preceded in 
death by his older brother, 
William Carlyle Craft. 

Jim is survived by his 
first wife, Pauline Craft; 
his three sons, Mark Craft 
(spouse Janet);  Paul Craft, 
(spouse Barbara); Shannon 
Craft (spouse Sara);  and his 
daughter, Michelle (Craft )
Steward (spouse Gerald); his 
stepson, Howard Thompson;  
and his grandchildren, Leon, 
Ivan, Ryan Craft; Jennifer, 
Justin, Lorene; Kiel and 
Aaron Craft;   Garrett and 
Neal Steward.

Funeral Services will be 
held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 3, 9:30 a.m., at Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Avenue, Livermore, CA. 
Private interment with mili-
tary honors at St. Michael's 
Cemetery immediately fol-
lowing.     Pallbearers will 
be: Mark D. Craft, Paul E. 
Craft, Shannon F. Craft, 
Gerald D. Steward, Garrett 
J. Steward, Neal J. Steward.

A "Celebration of Life" 
Luncheon will start at 12:00 
noon at Arbor Vista Senior 
Living Community Hall, 
1300 So. Livermore Avenue,   
Livermore, CA. (925)454-
9605.  Please park in visi-
tor parking only or on So. 
Livermore Avenue.  All are 
welcome!

Obituary/
Memoriam Policies
Obituaries are published in

The Independent at no charge.
There is a small charge for 

photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed 
in The Independent when families want 
to honor the memories of their loved 

ones. There is a charge for memoriam
ads, based on the size of the ad.

Please send an email to 
editmail@compuserve.com

for more information
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 523842
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Heavenly 
Day Spa & Salon, 357 Ray 
St., Pleasanton, CA 94566, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Christy Solorio, 9005 Alcosta 
Blvd #220, San Ramon, CA 
94583
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Christy Solorio
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 24, 2016. Expires 
October 24, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4024.  Published November 
10, 17, 24, December 1, 
2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524099
The following person(s) doing 
business as: North Bay Auto 
Inc, 1155 Portola Ave, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
North Bay Auto Inc, 447 Oak 
Crest Pl, Bay Point, CA 94565
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Muhibullah Nasrat, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 1, 2016. 
Expires November 1, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4025.  Published November 
10, 17, 24, December 1, 
2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 523542
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Bert’s Fine 
Catering Co., 1677 Altamont 
Circle, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Roberto G. Ortiz, 1677 Al-
tamont Circle, Livermore, 
CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Roberto German Ortiz
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on October 14, 2016. Expires 
October 14, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4026.  Published November 
10, 17, 24, December 1, 
2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524203
The following person(s) doing 
business as: QuickHelp Vir-
tual Solutions, 3946 Hamp-
den Ct, Dublin, CA 94568, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Lena Monish Shah, 3946 
Hampden Ct, Dublin, CA 
94568
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Lena Monish Shah
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 4, 2016. 
Expires November 4, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4027.  Published November 
10, 17, 24, December 1, 
2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524219-524220
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)Ameri-

can Gametruck 2)American 
Game Trailer, 5868 Northway 
Rd, Pleasanton, CA 94566, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Lenn, LLC, 5868 Northway 
Rd, Pleasanton, CA 94566
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Enian Dhanabalan, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 4, 2016. 
Expires November 4, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4028.  Published November 
10, 17, 24, December 1, 
2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524433
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Ballou Fam-
ily Backflow, 64 Cameo Dr, 
Livermore, CA 94550, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
1)Jeffrey Alyn Ballou 2)
Yvonne Marie Ballou, 64 
Cameo Dr, Livermore, CA 
94550
This business is conducted 
by Married Couple
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Jeffrey A. Ballou
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 10, 2016. Ex-
pires November 10, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4030.  Published November 
17, 24, December 1, 8, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524298
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Stop-N-Wash 
Coin Laundry, 1344 Railroad 
Ave, Livermore, CA 94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):

Highland Laundry Inc, 47000 
Warm Springs Blvd #114, 
Fremont, CA 94539
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on March 11, 2011.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: John Martin, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 7, 2016. 
Expires November 7, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4031.  Published November 
17, 24, December 1, 8, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524128
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Na Hoku - Ha-
waii’s Finest Jewelers Since 
1924, 2113 Stoneridge Mall, 
Space B-205, Upper Level, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Na Hoku, Inc., 3049 Ualena 
St. 12th Floor, Honolulu, HI 
96819
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on March 21, 2006.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Linda L. Flanagan, Sec-
retary
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 2, 2016. 
Expires November 2, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4032.  Published November 
17, 24, December 1, 8, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524453
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Relaunch Now, 
3477 Torlano Place, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
(1)Patricia Recupero, 3477 
Torlano Place, Pleasanton, 
CA 94566 (2)Kimberly Rich-
ardson, 4582 Gatetree Circle, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566

saries allowed in the unin-
corporated area from three to 
six - four in the urban west 
county and two in the rural 
east county; prohibiting 
dispensaries in residential 
zones, and continuing to 
allow them in commercial, 
industrial and agricultural 
zones as accessory uses to 
cultivation sites; reducing 
the buffer required between 
dispensaries and sensitive 
receptors from 1,000 feet 
to 600 feet; requiring selec-
tion of new dispensaries to 
go through a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) process; 
removing the 20-pound limit 
on the amount of cannabis 
that can be stored at a dis-
pensary; providing regula-
tion for each license; and 
allowing the delivery of 
medical cannabis only from 
permitted "brick and mortar" 
dispensaries.

Jason Preece said follow-
ing the meeting, "I attended 
because I live in the east Al-
ameda County area on a nar-
row, rural road and am con-
cerned about what Supervi-
sor Nate Miley describes as 
a 'coming pot-agritourism 
boom' would mean to the 
fragile environment where 
I live - namely, increased 
traffic on substandard roads, 
potential property devalu-
ation, increased stress on 
groundwater supply, degra-
dation of water quality, and 
harm to flora and fauna."

Earlier this year, the Al-
ameda County Board of 
Supervisors Transportation 
and Planning Committee 
initiated amendments to the 
county’s existing medical 
cannabis dispensary ordi-
nance (Chapter 6.108 of the 
County General Code) to 
align with the local licensing 
provisions of the state Medi-
cal Cannabis Regulation 
and Safety Act.  To prepare 
the draft ordinances, the 
committee has been provid-
ing direction to the County 
Medical Cannabis Interde-

partmental Work Group, 
composed of staff from the 
County Administrator’s Of-
fice, the Sheriff’s Office, 
the Office of the County 
Counsel, the Environmen-
tal Health Department, the 
Agriculture/Weights and 
Measures Department, and 
the Planning Department.

Commander Kelly Miles 
of the Alameda County 
Sheriff's Office, stated, "I 
have been assigned by the 
sheriff to participate on the 
committee for the revision 
of the medical marijuana or-
dinance." He added that the 
office opposes many of the 
proposed amendments pri-
marily due to public safety 
and quality of life issues.  

He stated that the Sher-
iff’s Office is concerned that 
having more dispensaries 
could increase crime in the 
affected areas, and that cul-
tivation sites (all indoors) 
would be targets for robbery, 
which is especially concern-
ing in the Tri-Valley area 
where patrol response time 
can be extended.  

Miles stated, "Doubling 
the number of dispensaries 
will require more man hours 
dedicated to patrolling and 
inspecting the dispensaries 
and their proposed larger op-
erations. There is no current 
revenue stream identified to 
take effect immediately to 
augment the Sheriff’s Of-
fice staffing, as well as other 
impacted county agencies.

 "The Sheriff’s Office is 
concerned about the effect 
on neighboring businesses 
of any future proposed dis-
pensary site. This was a 
huge complaint in the past 
as the excessive traffic of 
patients impacted neighbor-
ing businesses. The Office 
is also concerned about 
public safety when it comes 
to edibles.  Even though the 
ordinance will require the 
packaging not to be entic-
ing to children it still has 
to come out of the package 

at some point and could be 
accidently consumed by 
children and pets."

Additional concerns in-
volve ensuring cannabis 
products' quality and poten-
cy, alleviating any pungent 
odor, and creating a plan 
to address water-drainage 
issues and other environ-
mental impacts, said Miles.

He added, "There is 
worry that the process is 
being pushed along too fast, 
driven by the proponents of 
medicinal marijuana not by 
the citizens who actually 
live in the unincorporated 
areas. We believe we should 
be moving ahead cautiously, 
working more with the Bu-
reau of Medical Cannabis 
Regulation to help develop 
best practices so we will be 
in line with other jurisdic-
tions when all the elements 
of this law are in effect by 
2018." 

The next public meeting 
will take place on Monday, 
December 5, at 6 p.m. It 
will be held at the Alameda 
County Public Works Build-
ing, located at 4825 Gleason 
Drive in Dublin.

"At the November meet-
ing, we presented public 
comments that we had re-
ceived up to that point," said 
McElligott. "At the Decem-
ber meeting, staff will pres-
ent recommendations for 
incorporating the comments 
we've received into the draft 
ordinances."

Added Preece, "I have 
less than stellar confidence 
that the county can effec-
tively run this type of regu-
latory program. In addition, 
it seems the county is in 
a big rush to complete an 
ordinance, and should be 
performing a more detailed 
impact analysis. I just hope 
they can get it right."

For more information, in-
cluding links to documents, 
go to www.acgov.org/cda/
planning/landuseprojects/
medical-cannabis.htm

of nearby aquifers that are 
now or might someday be 
drawn on for potable water.

For the Center of Biologi-
cal Diversity, the state’s pre-
liminary acceptance of the 
Greenville proposal comes 
against a background of 
substantial findings of er-
ror in the permit program 
statewide.    

That program is run by 
the State Division of Oil, 
Gas and Geothermal Re-
sources, or DOGGR.  Less 
than two years ago, audits 
by state and federal environ-
mental protection authorities 
found some 2,100 permits 
incorrectly approved by 
DOGGR that appeared to 
have the potential to allow 
contaminated injection wa-
ter to reach wells or aquifers 
that could serve as the source 
for human consumption.

The fact that a sampling 
program then found no ac-
tual contamination was only 
partly reassuring, since the 
discovery of questionable 
permits was recent and wa-
ter moves slowly in unseen 
directions underground.

Last week, an internal 
email from the Center for 
Biological Diversity blasted 
the Livermore water injec-
tion plan and the state’s pre-
liminary approval of it, call-
ing the Greenville Sands oil 
formation “the next aquifer 
state regulators will consider 
exempting from the federal 
Safe Drinking Water Act…
(allowing) Big Oil to inject 
toxic oil waste and use our 
precious underground water 
resource as a toxic waste 
dump.”

The operating oil com-
pany, E&B Natural Re-
sources, did not respond to 
repeated calls for comment, 
but a November 15 let-
ter from Jonathan Bishop, 
chief deputy director of the 
California Water Resources 
Control Board, gave some 
indication of its intention.

The Bishop letter offered 
“preliminary concurrence” 
with a plan to inject contami-
nated water underground far 

from useful water supplies 
and at depths significantly 
below those of existing wa-
ter wells.

Injection would be into 
an aquifer whose water qual-
ity is so poor already that it 
“is not reasonably expected 
to supply a public water 
system,” Bishop wrote.

There are no water wells 
within Greenville Sands. 
Those that are nearby are at 
least 1,500 feet higher, he 
wrote.  The zone in which 
the contaminated water 
would be injected is sealed 
off by earthquake faults and 
surrounded by low-permea-
bility rock.

Alameda County’s Zone 
7, the water wholesaler for 
the area, is aware of the 
proposed project and agrees 
with the State that it is un-
likely to cause problems for 
public water systems, ac-
cording to general manager 
Jill Duerig. 

“The extraction of oil and 
water from, and injection of 
post-processing water to, 
the Greenville Sands unit…
has been occurring since 
the 1970s,” she wrote in an 
email. “There is no evidence 
that the injection…has had 
any impact on potable drink-
ing water supplies in the 
aquifers that overlie the 
formation.”

A much more skeptical 
view was expressed by a 
spokesman for the Center 
for Biological Diversity, 
Patrick Sullivan.  He noted 
that in Alameda County 
inspections last year, E&B 
was found to have commit-
ted multiple infractions of 
safety and hazardous mate-
rial storage regulations that 
required a formal work plan 
in response.

Beyond the local water 
issue, he believes that regu-
latory authorities have been 
guilty of “real mismanage-
ment” of the oil water in-
jection process throughout 
the state, not only permit-
ting the use of underground 
zones that might potentially 
connect with potable water 

aquifers but “in many cases” 
allowing companies to inject 
water at excessive pressure.

Because of corporate se-
crecy, it is difficult to know 
oil company plans, he said.  
“I don’t know what E&B 
plans for the Greenville oil 
field.  If they increase injec-
tion, overpressure could 
create a pathway to contami-
nation” of aquifers used for 
drinking water.  The federal 
Safe Drinking Water Act, 
passed in 1974, “is intended 
to protect future as well as 
present aquifers.” 

Some local landowners 
also expressed concern.  Pe-
ter Paulsen, who lives near 
Greenville Road, said the 
quality and quantity of water 
from his 200-foot-deep well 
has “steadily deteriorated” 
in recent years.

When the well was dug 
in 1987, he said, they could 
draw “very good water and 
flow” from a depth of 20 
feet.  Now flow has tailed 
off and the water can’t be 
used for drinking, cooking 
or irrigation of plants.

He is also concerned that 
the contamination zone is 
considered sealed off by an 
earthquake fault.  He and 
others interviewed for this 
story noted that faults move 
and may allow pressurized, 
contaminated water to flow. 

He also wonders whether 
injection of pressurized wa-
ter might “cause a seismic 
reaction.”  Pressures in-
volved in oil water injec-
tion are typically far lower 
than those used in fracking, 
which in places like Okla-
homa has been associated 
with seismic activity, but it 
is difficult for landowners 
to feel reassured given un-
certainty about E&B’s plans.

Whether more informa-
tion will be forthcoming re-
mains to be seen.  A spokes-
person for the California 
Water Resources Control 
Board said that a public 
comment period, required 
for approval of a state per-
mit, should begin in January.
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Cable Installers Wanted!
Immediate openings for Cable Installers

No experience necessary, we will train.

$500 Bonus for no experience  
$2500 Bonus with sufficient experience

Benefits - Health, Dental, Vision, 401K 
Company vehicle with gas card provided

Bring current DMW report to interview. 
Call (916) 215-9309 to apply.

Open Interviews Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 
1920 Mark Ct. #190, Concord, CA

This business is conducted 
by a General partnership
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Kimberly Richardson, 
General Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 10, 2016. Ex-
pires November 10, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4033.  Published November 
17, 24, December 1, 8, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524062
The following person(s) doing 
business as: The DNA Geek, 
5853 Wilma Court, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Leah Larkin, 5853 Wilma 
Court, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Leah Larkin
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alam-
eda on November 1, 2016. 
Expires November 1, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4034.  Published November 
17, 24, December 1, 8, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524449
The following person(s) doing 
business as: A+ Quality Con-
struction, 7254 Elba Court, 
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
A+ Quality Inc., 7254 Elba 
Court, Dublin, CA 94568
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Ioan Pascut, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 10, 2016. Ex-
pires November 10, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4035.  Published November 
24, December 1, 8, 15, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524643
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 9ROUND 
Livermore, 1490 N. Vasco 
Road, Livermore, CA 94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Pomaika’i Management, LLC, 
3787 Crow Canyon Road, 
San Ramon, CA 94582
This business is conducted 
by a Limited liability company
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Jason Wong, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 16, 2016. Ex-
pires November 16, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4036.  Published December 
1, 8, 15, 22, 2016.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 524973
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Huaxing 
Arts Group San Francisco, 
6620 Owens Drive, Suite 
B, Pleasanton, CA 94588, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
US Chinese Dance Associa-
tion, 6620 Owens Drive, Suite 
B, Pleasanton, CA 94588
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Xiaopei Gelb, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on November 28, 2016. Ex-
pires November 28, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4037.  Published December 
1, 8, 15, 22, 2016.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

 
 
 
 

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue  

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adoptable 
animals, volunteer opportuni-
ties, and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL 
RESCUE on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram.
FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

SERVICES
PIANO LESSONS

Given by teacher with over 
30 years experience & 

BA in music. 
If interested, 
please call 

(925)449-6622

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE 
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 

Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 

limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 

or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

e

Don Faught, CRS, GRI
Vice President & Managing Broker 
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
BRE# 00971395

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative company to help you take your business to the next 
level?

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team. We are a family owned company founded on integrity, professionalism and 
accountability, through a  motivated and support driven team. We have 32 offices in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and ranked #5 in the nation for agent productivity.

We will provide you with the support of a great sales team and an atmosphere of energetic, enthusiastic and 
successful real estate professionals. We have an extensive training program with skilled Mentors with proven 
results who can help you launch a NEW BUSINESS or reignite YOUR EXISTING CAREER.

Mark James
Pleasanton Office Development
REALTOR®  
Mobile: 925.216.0454 
Office: 925.251.1111 
markjames@apr.com  
www.apr.com/markjames 
BRE# 00697341

Mark Kotch
East Bay Director of  
Career Development
REALTOR®  
925.989.1581
markkotch@apr.com
BRE# 01409780

Don Faught
Vice President &  

Managing Broker
925.251.1111

dfaught@apr.com

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a  
NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED  

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative 
company to help you take your business to the next level?  

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team.

Gail Henneberry
REALTOR®

925.980.1900
ghenneberry@apr.com
ghenneberry.apr.com

Jo Ann Luisi
REALTOR®

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
JoAnnLuisi.com

Kim Ott
REALTOR®

510.220.0703
kim@kimott.com
KimOtt.com

Alain Pinel Realtors is Pleased  
to Announce Our Association  
with Tracey Esling  
in Our Pleasanton Office

Experience The Difference  
Tracey Esling   925.366.8275    
tesling.apr.com

Tracey Esling
REALTOR®

925.366.8275
tesling@apr.com
tesling.apr.com

Dan Gamache
REALTOR®

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
TriValleyHomeSearch.com

Amanda Pereira
REALTOR®

925.518.2887
apereira@apr.com
apereira.apr.com

Maureen Nokes
Broker Associate

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
mnokes.apr.com

Sally Blaze
REALTOR®

925.998.1284
sblaze@apr.com
sblaze.apr.com

Kris Moxley
REALTOR®

925.519.9080
kmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Robin Young
REALTOR®

510.757.5901
ryoung@apr.com
ryoung.apr.com

Kelly King
REALTOR®

510.714.7231
lkking@apr.com
lkking.apr.com

Linda Futral
Broker Associate

925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
LindaFutral.com

Kat Gaskins
REALTOR®

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
KatGaskins.com

Miranda Mattos
REALTOR®

925.336.7653
miranda@apr.com
miranda.apr.com

Tyler Moxley
Broker Associate

925.518.1083
tmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Daniel Alpher
REALTOR®

925.548.6500
daniel@apr.com 
daniel.apr.com

Tim McGuire
REALTOR®

925.463.SOLD
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcGuire.net

Gina Huggins
Broker Associate

925.640.3762
ghuggins@apr.com
ghuggins.apr.com

Judy Turner
REALTOR®

925.518.3115
jturner@apr.com
jturner.apr.com

Linda Traurig
REALTOR®

925.621.4073
ltraurig@apr.com
ltraurig.apr.com

Colton King
REALTOR®

925.980.6209
cking@apr.com
cking.apr.com

Lily McClanahan
REALTOR®

925.209.9328
lilym@apr.com
lilymc.apr.com

Blaise Lofland Real 
Estate Group
925.846.6500
blofland@blaiselofland.com
blaiselofland.com

Justin Ramos
REALTOR®

510.673.7004
jramos@apr.com
jramos.apr.com

Lynn Borley
REALTOR®

925.487.3371
lynnb@apr.com
lynnb.apr.com

Sara Lovett
REALTOR®

925.518.8177
slovett@apr.com
slovett.apr.com

Leigh Anne Hoffman
REALTOR®

925.918.2912
hoffmanhomesales@gmail.com

lhoffman.apr.com

Leslie Faught
REALTOR®

925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
LeslieFaught.com

High Court Expands 
Agent Duties to 

Buyers and Sellers
By Cher Wollard
In 2007, Hiroshi Horiike, a wealthy businessman based in 

Hong Kong, purchased a luxury home in Malibu for $12.25 
million.

The sellers were represented by one of the top agents in 
Coldwell Banker’s Malibu West office, Chris Cortazzo, who 
indicated on a flier that the home had approximately 15,000 sq. 
ft. of living space.  

Horiike’s Realtor, Chizuko Namba, works in another Coldwell 
Banker office that is part of the same brokerage as Cortazzo’s.

In California, when buyer and seller are represented by the 
same brokerage – even if they each are working with different 
agents – that brokerage has a “dual agency” role. What that 
means is the broker owes a fiduciary responsibility to both par-
ties, which requires greater diligence in the transaction to ensure 
both buyers and sellers are served fairly and honestly.

According to CAR, which represents more than 160,000 
agents and brokers, half of its member agents work for real estate 
brokerage firms in which 50 or more licensees work under the 
same broker’s license.

“Given the prevalence of national and regional brokerage 
firms, salespersons from the same firm often end up on opposite 
sides of residential transactions,” Coldwell Banker’s attorneys 
told the justices.

Dual agency can be tricky, and not all states allow it.  But the 
California Association of Realtors has long argued successfully 
that permitting dual agency gives consumers access to more 
properties using whichever broker they choose.

No one questions that brokers in dual agency are subject to 
greater scrutiny. The issue in this case is: What are the respon-
sibilities of the agents when they work for the same broker?

Two years after purchasing the property, Horiike learned 
the home was considerably smaller than indicated on the flier, 
and sued Cortazzo and Coldwell Banker for breach of fiduciary 
duty. The case has attracted intense interest in the real estate 
community.

Last week, the California Supreme Court ruled unanimously 
that real estate professionals who are involved in such dual 
agency transactions have fiduciary responsibilities to both buyers 
and sellers, regardless of whom they represent.

The fear is that agents may now be required to disclose 
information to “the other side” that is disadvantageous to their 
own clients.

The Supreme Court’s ruling stated: “It is undisputed that 
Coldwell Banker owed such a duty to the buyer. We now con-
clude that the associate licensee, who functioned on Coldwell 
Banker‘s behalf in the real property transaction, owed to the 
buyer an ‘equivalent’ duty of disclosure.”

During the case, Coldwell Banker had argued that “each 
salesperson owes a duty only to the person they are directly 
working with, not the opposite side.”

The court did not rule that dual agency in itself creates so 
great a conflict of interest that it should be abolished. 

 “I’m glad they didn’t strike down dual agency,” said Mike 
Riley, a longtime broker with Coldwell Banker in Pleasanton. 
“I think it would be a very bad situation if brokers couldn’t sell 
their own listings.”

How did the case reach this point? 
As part of the sellers’ disclosures, Cortazzo forwarded Namba 

a copy of a 1998 building permit for the property listing its “total 
development square footage” at 11,050, according to a court 
filing by Coldwell Banker’s attorneys.

Horiike speaks limited English, so did not read the disclo-
sures. Instead he depended on Namba and a business associate 
to explain the disclosures to him.

“Neither Namba nor Cortazzo asked Horiike to review the 
permit, and neither alerted him to the fact that the home might 
be smaller than the advertised 15,000 square feet of living area,” 
Horiike’s attorneys said.

Horiike did not sue Namba, the assumption being that a 
buyer’s agent would not have been privy to facts about the 
property not disclosed by the sellers and their agent. 

Cortazzo, on the other hand, would have known the square 
footage was in dispute.

In the course of the initial lawsuit, it was revealed that the 
home had previously been under contract with a couple who 
cancelled when questions about the size of the property came 
up. Cortazzo had advised those potential buyers to seek inde-
pendent verification of the square footage, something he did not 
do for Horiike.

So now the question becomes: What happens from here?
“(We don’t agree) that duty flows back to every single agent 

in the transaction,” according to June Barlow, general counsel 
for C.A.R., which had filed a brief in support of the defendants 
in the case.

Still, C.A.R. officials say the Supreme Court’s ruling will 
probably not have a major impact on the industry.

“We were more worried about an unwarranted expansion” of 
fiduciary duty that would have had the effect of outlawing dual 
agency, Barlow said. 

In fact, listing agents are already required to disclose “known 
material facts” to buyers, regardless of whether they are repre-
sented by the same brokerage.

What the court’s ruling may do is put an even stronger onus 
on listing agents in dual agency situations to do more than just 
a basic visual inspection of the property, and then to disclose 
what they know to the buyers. 

“The listing agent always has a responsibility to disclose to 
both parties if they have information,” Riley said. “Personally 
I’ve had some very good transactions where both agents were 
in the same brokerage.”

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Drysdale Properties, Livermore.
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

DISCOVERY BAY $525,000
2612 Crescent Way   
LIVE WHERE YOU PLAY~DISCOVERY BAY!
4 BR 3 BA Gated Lakeshore Comm Home w/ LR, FR, Loft/Ent RM, Hers/
His BA, BD/BA Dwnstrs & Bkyrd Pond. 
Sandra Burt, CalBRE #01205844 925.872.3541

SAN LORENZO $599,000
955 957 Delano Street   
SELDOM AVAILABLE~SAN LORENZO DUPLEX
3 BR 2 BA Cntrl Loc. Live in 1 Unit & Rent the 2nd. 1BD/1BA Frnt/BK 
2BD/1BA w/Updtd Kit,Grg, & Bkyd 
Laurie Pfohl, CalBRE #00866660 510.851.3551

LIVERMORE $599,000
5871 Cedarwood Common   
PENDING IN 7 DAYS ~ BIRCHWOOD PARK!
3 BR 2.5 BA Lovely Birchwood Park Home Features Tile Flrs, Formal DR, 
Inside Laundry & 2 Car Garage. 
Mary C. Evans, CalBRE #00983889 925.216.3388

LIVERMORE $555,000
1688 Bluebell Drive   
PENDING IN 9 DAYS IN LIVERMORE!!
2 BR 2 BA 1 Story Beauty w/An Open & Spacious Flr Plan & Btfl Lndscpng 
w/Palm Trees in Frnt/Bk Yrds. 
Sean Leggat, CalBRE #01280186 925.847.2216

LIVERMORE $1,199,000
2665 Cowan Way   
PENDING IN LIVERMORE!!!
4 BR 4.5 BA Upgds Aplenty! Hdwd Flrs,LED Ltg,Nw Lndscp,Grmt KIT w/
SS appl,grnd lvl in-law. Bk to Vnyd! 
Andy Knuth, CalBRE #01896749 925.984.3262

TRACY $850,000
19364 W Grant Line Rd   
JUST LISTED ~ IN TRACY
4 BR 3.5 BA Stunning Remodeled Kit,Great Room w/FP,High 
Ceilings,Den,Lrg DR, Fresh Pnt Int/Ext & More 
Nancy Terpening, CalBRE #00380392 925.570.4003

TRACY $635,000
735 N Pergola Ct   
A MUST SEE!! MOVE-IN READY!
4 BR 3 BA Loc on Cul-De-Sac features upgraded kit cabs,grnt cnter,SS 
appliances,BD dwnstrs & More! 
Barbara Clemons, CalBRE #01794889 408.933.8180

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License #01908304.

CaliforniaMoves.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california |  /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker
©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary 
of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker
©2016 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company and Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. 

Broker has not and will not verify this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. CalBRE License #01908304.
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Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. CalBRE License #01908304.

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE™

5980 Stoneridge Drive Suite 122, Pleasanton | 925.847.2200

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AGENT OF THE WEEK

Carolyn Banker
REALTOR®

925.123.4567
CalBRE #12345767

As ac rebatus con diemus pubis.
Huceruntemum in Itam die forte 

publissum horio, nequite, similiconiu 
manum mandam nocutuus senatimis 

husces An tem sil hocut potius sena, fui 
ponclum tam pervis egiliam ret consupi 

orurem dis, que mum.

Coldwell Banker is proud to have represented the 
Livermore community for more than X years.

AGENT OF THE WEEK

Andy Knuth                       
925.984.3262

CalBRE#01896749

As a local agent, serving the San Francisco Bay 
Area’s “Tri-Valley” Region Andy has dedicated 
himself to both his career and his passion for 

his family and the outdoors.  After 10 successful 
years in the telecommunications industry, in 2010 
Andy made the move to be a full time agent with 
Coldwell Banker. His philosophy and approach 

has been to develop a lifelong relationship with his 
clients with a focus on one single goal – his clients 
total and complete satisfaction.  Coldwell Banker 

is proud to be affiliated with Andy Knuth.

The traditional lighting 
of the tree will take place at 
the Dublin Civic Center on 
Thursday, December 1st at 
7:00 p.m.  Seasonal enter-
tainment will be provided 
by the Dublin High School 
Choir and the Wells Middle 
School Jazz Band.  After the 
performance be on the look-
out for a very special visitor 
from the North Pole.  Guests 
will be served hot cocoa and 
cookies after the event in the 
Civic Center lobby.  Admis-
sion is free.

Home for the Holidays, 
Sat., Dec. 3 from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in downtown Liver-
more. Lizzie Fountain will 
be transformed into a winter 
fun zone for children 5th 
grade and under. There will 
be holiday entertainment and 
carriage rides throughout the 
day. The event is hosted by 
Livermore Downtown Inc.

The Holiday Sights and 
Sounds Parade will begin at 
6 p.m. on Dec. 3.  Santa will 
make his grand appearance 
ending with the annual tree 
lighting ceremony.

Pleasanton's Hometown 
Holiday Celebration is 
planned for Dec. 3 from 
3:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The Holiday Parade 
begins at 5pm with floats, 
marching bands, community 
groups and more.  

Following the parade, 
gather  at the Museum on 
Main at 603 Main Street for 
a Tree Lighting Ceremony at 
6:45 pm. Mayor Jerry Thorne 
will light the tree. There will 
be musical entertainment and 
an appearance by Santa.  

 More details can be found 
at www.hometownholiday.
com.

The biggest and best hol-
iday display in Livermore 

Valley Cities 
Plan Festive 
Holiday Events

Christmas Display Grand Opening Friday, December 2
through display that featured 
vignettes of various stations 
with elves performing qual-
ity control tests on items 
such as wheeled toys, balls, 
stuffed animals, and flying 
toys. A train building fea-
tured a walk-in display with 
trains circling while master 
elves evaluated them. This 
Christmas display is done 
by volunteers. “Our crew 
comes from all faiths and 
volunteer many, many hours 
because of the joy it brings 
so many people, and because 
they want to share the spirit 
of the season,” says Deacon 
Dave Rezendes, the owner 
of the home. “I started this 
display as a gift to the com-
munity when I was ordained 
35 years ago and it has 
grown every year to reach 
more hearts,” he added. Ap-
proximately 30 volunteers 
work hard throughout the 
year to put on the display. 

Each light is a prayer for 
peace. Over the years, visi-
tors have shared stories of 
how the display has affected 
them. From finding peace in 
their heart after a loved one 
has passed, to the strength 
to cope with debilitating ill-
ness, to the power to escape 
an abusive situation, the dis-
play seems to affect guests in 
many ways. 

More and more LED 
lights are added each year. 
This year, each light is not 
only a prayer for peace, 
but for our police officers 
– those dedicated men and 
women who are a part of 
the community, and work to 
keep  communities safe. 

Santa loves to visit, and 
makes times in his busy 
schedule to stop by often 
during the season. Mrs. 
Claus often joins Santa. 
A secret hint: Santa loves 
to hear Christmas carols. 
Check the website and Face-
book page for those dates as 
he finds time in his schedule. 
If it’s rainy, it’s a little harder 
for the reindeer to fly, so he 

may have to reschedule.
The volunteers are from 

many faiths, and welcome 
guests of all faiths. Be sure 
to walk through to gain the 
total experience. The crew 
members love to share the 
spirit of the holidays, and are 
often on hand to answer any 
questions. Just look for any-
one wearing a red “Casa del 
Pomba” ball cap or jacket

Deacon Dave opens his 
yard from the opening on 
December 2nd until January 
1st. The hours are 6 pm to 9 
pm Sunday through Thurs-
day, and from 6 pm until 10 
pm Friday and Saturday. The 
gates may be closed during 
inclement weather, although 
every effort is made to leave 
the lights glowing. There is 
no admission charge. All the 
donations collected in the 
coin toss, ponds, and at the 
door are for Santa’s Secret 
Service. This program has 
provided a visiting Santa, 
carolers, and gifts to area 
nursing homes, shelters, and 
hospitals for over 50 years. 
Visit www.casadelpomba.

com for more information 
on the display, Santa’s Secret 
Service, and Deacon Dave’s 
family history. 

Check out the webcam 
at www.casadelpomba.com/
webcam.htm  and  like Casa 
del Pomba on Facebook. 

is set to open on Friday, 
December 2 at 6:30 pm. A 
holiday tradition now in its 
35th year, the display can 
be seen in the front yard 
of Deacon Dave Rezendes’ 
home at 352 Hillcrest Ave in 
Livermore. Casa del Pomba  
is visited by tens of thou-
sands of guests each year. 
For the latest updates on 
what is happening, includ-
ing Santa’s visiting hours, 
special guests, and behind 
the scenes trivia, Like Casa 
del Pomba Christmas on 
Facebook.

The theme each year 
changes, and is kept a se-
cret until opening night 
ceremonies. On December 
2nd, the home and yard 
will be dark as a candlelight 
procession makes its way 
down the blocked off street. 
Members of the commu-
nity are welcome to join 
the procession, which will 
feature the St. Michael’s and 
Trinity Church choirs lead-
ing Deacon Dave and Santa 
and Mrs. Claus to the home. 
Also joining this year is the 
Trinity Church of Livermore 
choir. Special guests wait 
at the home to welcome 
the procession and join the 
festivities. The theme is an-
nounced, and the lights are 
turned on. There is a bless-
ing of the lights then guests 
are invited to walk through 
the yard.  Members of the 
non-profit group Good News 
Bears will help Deacon cel-
ebrate his special night by 
serving refreshments. Visi-
tors wishing to support the 
group are invited to bring a 
new stuffed animal or cash 
donation to help them meet 
the ever-increasing need for 
“stuffed love” at shelters, 
hospitals, and emergency 
services. Find out more 
about their work at www.
goodnewsbears.org 

Last year, 2015, the theme 
was “Toy Testing Center." 
Approximately 496,000 
lights highlighted the walk-
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For their big holiday production this year, City of 
Pleasanton Civic Arts Stage Company in partnership with 
Bay Area Children’s Theatre present the “Getting to Know 
Collection” youth theater adaptation of the musical The 
Sound of Music.

All performances take place at Pleasanton’s Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road in Pleasanton. Shows run 
Friday, December 9 through Sunday, December 18: Fri-
days and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays 
at 2:00 p.m.

“We chose this young performers version of The Sound 
of Music because it is an iconic musical theatre piece 
that is a perfect show for the whole family to enjoy,” says 
Rebecca Posamentier, Education Director at BACT.  “The 
songs are familiar to all ages, and in this shortened version 
of the original Broadway musical, the content is now also 
appropriate for younger children who may be in the audi-
ence.  This show provides our young actors the opportu-
nity to truly shine as they bring these beloved characters 
and songs to life!”

Reserved seating tickets are $12, $15, $18; Child or 
Senior: $7, $10, $13.  Tickets can be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org, by calling 925-931-4848, and in 

The Valley Concert Cho-
rale (VCC) will perform its 
annual holiday concerts, 
this year’s theme “Tradi-
tional Carols with a Twist.” 

Performances will be 8 
p.m. on Dec. 10 at Lyn-
newood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave., 
Pleasanton; and 3 p.m. Dec. 
11 at the First Presbyterian 
Church, 2020 Fifth St., 
Livermore. 

The holiday concerts are 
VCC’s most attended per-
formances.  The audience 
carol sing-a-long has been 
a traditional portion of the 
holiday concerts for over 50 
years.

 “This year’s concerts 
feature favorite holiday 
carols, but with fresh, new 
and exciting arrangements,” 
explains John Emory Bush, 
Valley Concert Chorale 
Artistic Director and Con-
ductor.  “The carols include 
Go Tell It on the Mountain, 
First Noel, Christmas is 
Coming and This Endris 
Night, plus many more.”

 Several of the pieces are 
arranged by choral music’s 
best including John Rutter, 
Mack Wilberg and Bob 
Chilcott with his Silent 
Night.  Also featured are 
arrangements by Swiss 

composer Carl Rutti who 
has taken three tradi-
tional carols, I wonder as I 
wander, O Little Town of 
Bethlehem and My Dancing 
Day, that are influenced by 
the English choral tradition 
as well as jazz and blues.

 As has been tradition for 
the Chorale’s past 54 years, 
audience members will get 
a chance to sing too.  “The 
audience sing-along has 
always been very popular 
with our audiences over the 
years,” says VCC Board 
President Don Plondke.  
“It’s obvious that the audi-

(continued on page 9)

Getting to Know the 
'Sound of Music' at 

Amador Theater

Cast members pose for picture.

Valley Concert Chorale

Valley Concert Chorale Program Presents 
'Traditional Carols with a Twist'

(continued on page 4)
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Valley Dance Theatre 
(www.valleydancetheatre.
com) will present its 35th 
annual full-length pro-
duction of Tchaikovsky’s 
holiday classic, The 
Nutcracker, beginning 
Saturday, December 10, 
2016. Performances will 
take place at the Bankhead 
Theater at 2400 First Street 
in Livermore, Calif. 

The eight public per-
formances include evening 
shows at 7:00 p.m. on 
December 10, 16, 17, and 
18, 2016 and matinees on 
December 10, 11, 17, and 
18, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. The 
Valley Dance Theatre Pit 
Orchestra will accompany 
these performances.

Pre-performance musical 
festivities will be led by 

Snow Queen Anna Mount greets the snowflakes in Valley Dance Theatre’s production 
of Nutcracker, opening at the Bankhead Theater December 10th. Photo courtesy of Jerwin 
Chua (2015 )

Cantabella Children’s Cho-
rus at select performances.

Two special perfor-
mances for school groups 
will be staged on Tuesday, 
December 13, 2016 at 9:30 
a.m. and 12:15 p.m. Indi-
vidual and group contribu-
tions allow for discounted 
per-student pricing. School 
Show Ticket Order Forms 
are available at www.val-
leydancetheatre.com and 
the Bankhead Theater Box 
Office.

“Valley Dance Theatre 
(VDT) has been a member 
of the Bankhead Theater 
family since facility plan-
ning days when we opened 
the doors ten years ago. Its 
first-class productions con-
tinue to delight audiences 
each year,” says Jean King, 

board chair of the Liver-
more Valley Performing 
Arts Center. “As a resident 
company, VDT performs its 
annual The Nutcracker over 
two weekends in December 
and at special shows for 
young school children. Its 
Spring Rep show introduces 
old and new audiences to an 
inspiring variety of tradi-
tional and original works.

“VDT productions have 
been a Tri-Valley tradition 
for more than three de-
cades, but the Bankhead’s 
spacious stage showcases 
their elaborate sets and 
stunning costumes beau-
tifully. In addition, the 
theater’s excellent acous-
tics do justice to the Pit 
Orchestra’s live accompa-
niment of Tchaikovsky’s 

(continued on page 4)

Classic 'Nutcracker' Performance at the Bankhead Theater

“LIV ON: Olivia 
Newton-John, Beth Nielsen 
Chapman, Amy Sky” has 
been added to the Liver-
more Valley PErforming 
Arts Center (LVPAC) cur-
rent season at the Bank-
head Theater. The single 

performance on Sunday 
afternoon, February 12, 
2017 will be their only Bay 
Area appearance on this leg 
of the tour for the newly-
released album. “LIV ON” 
is a collaborative project 
bringing together the 

artistic talents of Grammy 
Award-winning artist Olivia 
Newton-John and singer/
songwriters Beth Nielsen 
Chapman and Amy Sky. 

The songs on the new 
album grew out of the art-
ists’ personal experiences 

with profound, life-altering 
losses and the sharing of 
their stories with each other 
as friends.  LIV ON, as 
defined by Newton-John, 
means “to thrive, to have 
hope and to remember.” 
Released last month, the 
album contains new songs 
that express feelings from 
the most difficult to the 
most celebratory, includ-
ing “Don’t Know What 
To Say,” “Immortality,” 
and “Stone In My Pocket.” 
There are also new takes on 
fan favorites such as “Grace 
and Gratitude” (Newton-
John), “Sand and Water” 
(Chapman) and “I Will 
Take Care of You” (Sky). 
While focused on those 
suffering recent losses, the 
trio’s message of compas-
sion, healing and hope 
speaks to anyone facing 
life's challenges.

LIV ON captures the 
talents of three artists, each 

of whom brings deeply 
personal insights into the 
journey through grief and 
illness, in addition to their 
broad musical background. 
Since co-starring with John 
Travolta in the phenom-
enally successful 1978 
movie musical Grease, Ol-
ivia Newton-John has been 
recognized with numerous 
Grammy, Country Mu-
sic, and American Music 
Awards, as well as dozens 
of chart-topping hits. A 
breast cancer survivor, 
Newton-John is well-known 
for her dedication to fur-
thering cancer awareness, 
treatment and research, as 
well as many other humani-
tarian and environmental 
causes. 

Singer-songwriter Amy 
Sky has released a dozen 
solo recordings with such 
award-winning hits as “I 
Will Take Care of You” and 
“Ordinary Miracles” and 

has also written for a range 
of international recording 
stars including Anne Mur-
ray, Reba McEntire, Diana 
Ross, and Heart. In addition 
to her music awards, Sky 
has been recognized for her 
extensive work as a mental 
health advocate. 

The newest member 
of the Songwriter’s Hall 
of Fame, Beth Nielsen 
Chapman’s hits have 
been covered by some of 
the biggest names in the 
music business, including 
her mega-hit single “This 
Kiss” by Faith Hill, as well 
as others made famous by 
Bonnie Raitt, Bette Midler, 
Trisha Yearwood, Roberta 
Flack, and Willie Nelson. 
Also a breast cancer sur-
vivor, Chapman’s album 
“Sand & Water” featured 
songs detailing her process 
of loss, reconciliation and 
healing following the death 

“LIV ON: Olivia Newton-John, Beth Nielsen Chapman, Amy Sky Added

Working on LIV On in the studio. (continued on page 9)
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The Nell Robinson & 
Jim Nunally Band will per-
form in concert this Sunday, 
December 4 at the Bothwell 
Arts Center in Livermore.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
with the performance to 
begin at 7 p.m. The event is 
sponsored by Fretted Friend 
& Whippoorwill Arts as a 
benefit for the Rotary Mu-
sic Scholarships.

The Nell Robinson & 
Jim Nunally Band brings 
five genre-busting artists 
together to perform music 
infused with folk, blue-
grass, Americana, roots, 
swing, jazz, and the blues 
featuring Pete Grant on 
pedal steel, Jim Kerwin on 
bass fiddle and Jon Arkin 
on percussion. 

The Nell Robinson & 
Jim Nunally Band have 
released two of their four 
new albums due out this 
year, West and East, soon to 
be followed by North and 
South. These five-song EPs 
are named after the cardi-
nal points on a compass 
– North, South, East, and 
West.

The Bothwell Arts Center presents a Humor Therapy 
Comedy Event; Laugh Your Stress Off  featuring local 
comedian Margaret Zhao.

Zhao will perform Saturday December 3, 7 p.m. 
Margaret Zhao, the winner of the Sharp Writ Book 

Award for best memoir,  Really Enough, will weave her 
incredible true story from the dust and hopelessness of the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution of her past, to the green roll-
ing hills of the East Bay.  As a teacher of Qigong, Tai Chi 
and Chinese healing arts, Margaret Zhao will present her 
unique blend of humor, movements and demonstration to 
bring you a remarkable evening of laughter and energy.  

Her stand-up comedy debut dates back to 2000 at vari-
ous improvs, dinner clubs, churches and other venues. She 
has performed at the Irvine Improv, the Laugh Factory in 
Hollywood, Rotary Clubs of Orange County, CSU Fuller-
ton, American Fibromyalgia Association, Orange County 
Vegetarian Club, Pleasanton New Comers Club and many 
more. 

This family friendly event will help raise funds for the 
Bothwell Arts Center.  

Seating is limited. Tickets are $20 prior to the event 
and #22 at the door. Reserve tickets online at www.bank-

headtheater.org,  by calling 373-6800 or at the  Bankhead 
Theater box office, 2400 First Street, Livermore.   

Autographed books and cash bar available in the lobby. 
The Bothwell Arts Center is located at 8th and H Streets 
in Livermore. 

 

“We are excited about 
releasing a series of eclectic 
new works with a super 
talented band,” said Jim 
Nunally. “We pay hom-
age to great artists like 
George Jones, Buck Owens, 
Tammy Wynette, while our 
original songs like ‘Mir-
ror’ take folk music in an 
entirely new direction. We 
aren’t just following a path; 
we are paving a new one.”

Nell Robinson has been 

described as a “modern day 
Patsy Cline” and “one of 
the freshest voices in roots 
music.” 

Jim Nunally is a San 
Francisco Bay Area-native, 
a musician, composer, re-
cord producer, and teacher 
he was a guitarist and 
vocalist with the David 
Grisman Bluegrass Expe-
rience for over 13 years. 
He is a recipient of two 

925.373.6800      LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

A Heavenly Life 

LIVERMORE-AMADOR 
SYMPHONY

Sat DEC 3 8:15pm

Comedy at the 
Bothwell

LAugH YOuR StRESS OFF 
wItH MARgAREt ZHAO 

Sat DEC 3 7pm

Nell Robinson & 
Jim Nunally Band 

ALt-ROOtS, FOLkbILLY

Sun DEC 4 7pm

Taylor Hicks 

bELOVED AMERICAN  
IDOL wINNER 
Fri DEC 2 8pm

Winter Pops 

tRADItIONAL 
HOLIDAY FAVORItES

Tue DEC 6 7pm

San Francisco Gay 
Men’s Chorus 

HOME FOR tHE HOLIDAYS

Sun DEC 4 3pm

Bothwell 
Fundraiser

At theBothwell

(continued on page 9)

Nell Robinson and Jim Nunally Band to perform.

Nell Robinson Jim Nunally Band Appear at the Bothwell

Margaret Zhoa in art class.

Comedian Brings Her 'Humor Therapy Comedy Event'
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The Cobbler’s Gift will 
be presented by Anastasis 
Ballet Company in col-
laboration with Radiance 
School of Ballet at the 
Dublin Center for Perform-
ing Arts and Education.

Performances will be 
Dec. 9 at 7 p.m .and Dec. 
10 at 3 p.m. 

This Christmas ballet 
weaves the tale of a good 
and kind, yet poor cobbler 
struggling to survive the 
holiday season. Meeting a 
variety of characters as they 
enter her shop, the cobbler 
learns that small demonstra-
tions of faith and kindness 
are rewarded when the spir-
its of Faith, the spirits of 
Hope, the spirits of Thank-
fulness, and the spirits of 
Generosity come to her aid. 
Even in a state of poverty, 
the cobbler is able to give 
a part of her self and what 
she does possess. 

Dublin Center for Per-
forming Arts and Education 
is located at Dublin High 
School, 8151 Village Park-
way in Dublin.

Tickets are $12-$22. 
Tickets and information are 
available at www.anastasis-
ballet.org

 

Tiffany's Dance Acad-
emy will perform its 10th 
annual production of The 
Nutcracker on Dec. 9 and 
10.  

The performance will 
take place at 7 p.m. on Dec. 
9 and at 3 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. om Dec. 10 at Chabot 
College, 25555 Hesperian 
Way, Hayward.

The Nutcracker will 
include dancers from Tif-
fany's Dance Academy 
ranging in age from 5-18.  
They will be joined onstage 
by members of Con Danza.  
The Nutcracker Ballet 
is based on the German 
folktale in which young 
Clara Stahlbaum's favorite 
Christmas toy, a Nutcracker 
given to her by the mysteri-

beloved score. All this adds 
immensely to the audience 
experience.”

Valley Dance Theatre 
has a long history of col-
laboration with other local 
arts organizations, such 
as the Livermore-Amador 
Symphony, Cantabella 
Children’s Chorus and 
Harmony Fusion Chorus. 
“As the Bankhead Theater 
celebrates its tenth birth-
day, we are very proud of 
the way the theater and all 
its performing artists have 
contributed to our vibrant 

Tri-Valley arts scene and 
enriched our community 
life,” concludes King.

Tickets to the pub-
lic performances of The 
Nutcracker are $39, $29 for 
adults and $21 for students 
18 years and younger. They 
may be purchased online 
at www.bankheadtheater.
org or by phone at 925-
373-6800. Tickets may 
also be purchased in person 
at the theater box office, 
2400 First St., Livermore, 
Tuesday-Saturday, 12 noon-

ous Drosselmeyer, comes 
alive.  After defeating the 
evil Mouse King in battle, 
the Nutcracker Prince takes 
Clara to a Magical King-
dom populated by faries 
and toys.   Tiffany Hender-
son, owner and founder of 
Tiffany's Dance Academy 
describes the Nutcracker 
as "A holiday tradition that 
brings together family and 
friends to celebrate the 
magic of the season."

Henderson notes, "The 
Nutcracker has always been 
a favorite of mine, not only 
because of the beautiful 
dancing and music, but 
because of the story. This 
Ballet production was cre-
ated during a century when 
art forms came together to 
create this holiday tradition. 
Since then, this production 
has been presented by many 
prestigious ballet compa-
nies in the world and it is 
fundamental to their reper-
tory.  I have been part of 
this production in co-di-
recting and in collaboration 
with former director Han-
nah Varga for four years."  
Now in her fifth year, she 
is directing the production 
with the artistic assistance 
of Cassidy Stocker and 
Robbie Teruya as the pro-

duction coordinator.  The 
choreography has remained 
but some modifications and 
arrangements have been 
made.  About 300 student 
and professional dancers 
as well as staff and volun-
teers support this projection 
production. 

This year represents a 
year of change for Tiffany’s 
Dance Academy.  "We have 
a collage of choreography 
as we have the faculty con-
tribute to this production.  
On a personal note, I am 
excited to be directing the 
production this year as Con-
Danza, a dance Company I 
direct and founded, will be 
part of it as the professional 
element."

 The Nutcracker will be 
presented for one weekend 
only, Friday, December 9 at 
7pm and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, at 3pm and 6:30pm, 
at the Theater at Chabot 
College located at 25555 
Hesperian Way in Hayward, 
CA.  Tickets are on sale 
now and can be purchased 
at tiffanydance.com or 
etix.com.  Tickets range 
from $20-$35.  For more 
information please contact 
Robbie Teruya at robbie@
tiffanydance.com or (925) 
583-2806.

 

ence is getting in the spirit 
of the season as we sing the 
carols.  You can see it in 
their faces and it makes the 
experience extra special for 
us singers.”

Tickets are $20 in ad-
vance and $25 at the door.  
High school and college 
students $10 with valid 
student ID. Children are 
free.  Advance tickets may 

6:00 p.m. and for two hours 
prior to show time.

be ordered by visiting the 
Chorale’s website at www.
valleyconcertchorale.org, or 
by calling the Chorale’s in-
formation number at (925) 
866-4003 to order tickets

 More information about 
the Valley Concert Chorale 
is available at www.val-
leyconcertchorale.org, or by 
calling the general informa-
tion line at (925) 866-4003.

CAROLS
(continued from front page)

VALLEY DANCE THEATRE
(continued from page 2)

The Cobbler's Gift Dance 
Performance in Dublin

Rehearsing for the upcoming performance of 'The 
Cobbler's Gift.'

A scene from Tiffany's Dance Academy 'Nutcracker' production.

The Nutcracker Ballet Performance Set
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Del Valle High School’s front lawn in Livermore became a community banquet hall 
as the staff and students hosted the school’s 12th annual Turkey Feast on Thursday, No-
vember 17, 2016. The event originally began as a way for the staff to provide a bona fide 
Thanksgiving dinner for their students. The event has evolved to become a student-made 

feast, complete with dessert and decorations. Since 2013, students in Del Valle’s Culi-
nary Program are the head chefs, preparing and presenting food in a professional way.

Over 200 Del Valle students, as well as staff members from throughout the Livermore 
Valley Joint Unified School District (LVJUSD), enjoyed turkey, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, cranberry relish, macaroni and cheese, salad, rolls, and homemade apple crisp. 
Students under the guidance of teacher, Sam Steele, deep-fried twelve turkeys to feed 
their guests.  Steele has been part of the Turkey Feast tradition since it began. “Every 
year, the students come together, put on a good meal, and enjoy time with family,” said 
Steele.

Each year the event is reinvented by the students. They design an original poster and 
invitation. The menu is reviewed and updated. Table and seat counts are determined so 
that everyone has a spot at the tables. Del Valle Principal Darrel Avilla added, “The event 
is a nice, Del Valle community effort. Students prepare the entire feast. It’s a true oppor-
tunity for them that we all enjoy.”

Students serve meal they prepared.

Del Valle Students Prepare, Host Annual Turkey Feast

PRESENTED BY

LIVERMORE - BANKHEAD THEATER
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 - 3PM

LVPAC.ORG | (925) 373-6800
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by Laura Ness
Tis the season: we might 

not have vendors selling 
roasted chestnuts on the 
street corners of Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Dublin, but 
Christmas is definitely in 
the air, like the song you 
can’t get out of your head, 
or perhaps don’t want to.

That means it’s time for 
Holidays in the Vineyard, 
December 3 & 4, from noon 
til 4:30, when Livermore 
Valley  wineries beckon 
you to enjoy some of that 
laid back and downhome 
hospitality for which the 
region is so famous.

It’s also time to bring 
an unwrapped toy for the 
annual Livermore-Pleasan-
ton Firefighters’ Toys for 
Tots Program, benefiting 
children in need throughout 
Alameda and Contra Costa 
counties. Many wineries 
will offer a special tasting 
if you bring a toy, so pack a 
few and see what treasures 
you can uncover. Rhonda 
will grant toy-bringers a 
sample of her 2015 Petite 
Sirah, Page Mill will offer 
a taste of the 2012 Blanc de 
Blanc and Steven Kent will 
pour a sample of the 2013 
Lineage.

All participating winer-
ies will have wine flights 
for various prices, and host 
local artisans with a wide 
variety of gifts for holiday 
giving. You’ll find wine 
barrel furniture at Dante 
Robere Vineyards, McGrail 
Vineyards and Mitchell 
Katz, ceramics and wood 
art at Bent Creek Winery, 
Fenestra Winery and Wente 
Vineyards Winemakers 
Studio, and jewelry vendors 
at Concannon Vineyard, 
Cuda Ridge, Les Chenes, 
Longevity Wines, Mur-
rieta’s Well, Nottingham 
Cellars, Retzlaff Vineyards 
and Steven Kent Winery.

Live music can be 
enjoyed at Bent Creek, 

Cedar Mountain, Crooked 
Vine, Cuda Ridge, Fenestra, 
McGrail, Mitchell Katz, 
Page Mill, Retzlaff, The 
Singing Winemaker and 
Wente Winemaker’s Studio 
(Saturday).

3 Steves invites all to en-
joy Christmas carols by the 
Broadway Chorus, while 
Bent Creek features ports, 
along with all manner of 
vendors, offering fiber art 
shawls and bolas, vintage 
style aprons, placemats and 
hot pads, birdhouses, fresh 
floral wreaths and more. 
Caddis invites all in for spe-
cial holiday cheer.

BoaVentura de Caires 
Winery will have music, 
barrel tasting, yummy 
snacks, Vintage and Future 
wines for sale and more. 

Charles R will serve 
port and feature specials on 
their ten-year old tawny, 
along with vendors offering 
ceramics, soaps, jewelry, 
baskets and ornaments. 
Cedar Mountain has special 
wine and cigar gift pack-
ages, along with women’s 
clothing, truffles, pottery 
and more.

Concannon features Petit 
Verdot, along with assorted 
arts, crafts and jewelry, 
Crooked Vine sparkles 
with Malvasia and Pinot 
Rose bubbles, plus beauti-
ful ornaments and lit glass. 
Cuda Ridge will feature 
new releases of Franc, PV 
and Malbec, along with 
clever bottle night lights 
and toffee.

Dante Robere offers its 
annual label ornament pull 
with discounts, along with 
custom woodwork. Eagle 
Ridge will have case sales 
and artisan marshmallows, 
while Eckert will offer $5 
wine and $10 spirit flights 
(refundable with pur-
chase), along with distil-
lation demonstrations. Get 
your holidays started with 
Mike’s famous orange spice 
brandy! Hopefully, he has 

some absinthe left for the 
person on your list that has 
absolutely everything but 
a heretofore undiscovered 
craving of wormwood.

Fenestra will pour 
Conjugation and offer lots 
of fun vendors, includ-
ing magnetic jewelry and 
chocolates, while Garre has 
a 50% sale on cases, along 
with cork wreaths and Cake 
Delights.

Las Positas serves up 
a cheesecake cupcake and 
wine pairing flight for $20. 
You'll also find jewelry 
and chocolates. Leisure 
Street Winery will feature 
Thatcher Bay Merlot, 30% 
off a case, and 50% off a 
second case. Check out the 
Swarovski crystal gift col-
lection, too.

Les Chenes will sample 
their excellent 2015 
Viognier, and offer holiday 
magnums and three litter 
etched bottles in wooden 
boxes. Oh, and the mus-

tards: don’t forget those! 
And, the cheese – what a 
great hostess gift: unusual 
cheeses, along with wines 
and mustards to pair.

Longevity will feature 
Merlot and Pinot Grigio, 
and will offer discounts on 
multi-bottle purchases, with 
jewelry by Stella & Dot and 
Kara Garavatti Jewelry.

McGrail will be a 
shopping destination with 
vendors like Beethoughtful, 
with homemade stockings, 
cookbooks and gifts, along 
with CC Kelly Accessories 
featuring scarves and purses 
and Rustic Beauty, offering 
apparel and accessories.

 Mitchell Katz will 
feature its tawny port, and 
a flight with no tasting fee, 
as well as 2012 Walker 
Reserve Cabernet, 25% off 
case purchases, plus a free 
bottle with case purchases.  
Enjoy live music with the 
Meritage Band (Michael 
Nathan) and Smokin Hot 

Meats N Treats Food Truck, 
and shop for home furnish-
ings. Santa due to appear!

Murietta’s Well will fea-
ture Cabernet Franc, Merlot 
and Malbec for a $25 
tasting fee, and Nella Terra 
will offer discounts on 3 
bottles or more, along with 
handmade gifts by Pam.

Come and get the last 
vintage of “Ralphi’s Red” 
at Nottingham Cellars, 
along with six-pack and 
case specials, and shop 
authentic seaglass jewelry 
by Lori Castro. Occasio 
will offer special verticals, 
so don’t miss that.

Page Mill offers 10% 
off 6 bottles and 15% off 
12 bottles, and vendors 
including Arbonne cosmet-
ics, while Retzlaff Vine-
yards and Estate Winery 
will feature food trucks, 10 
vendors, including Sister 
Sara’s jams and jellies, 
candy, jewelry and more. 
The fire pits will be blaz-

ing, so bring your s’mores 
fixings! One of their most 
popular holiday traditions, 
the Secret Santa Case, is 
back! Just $275: Limit 2 per 
person. Always a generous 
“surprize” package, but 
only while the supply lasts, 
so hurry in.

Rodrigue Molyneaux 
presents cork wreaths and 
ornaments, their port style 
wine, 2012 Envie, made 
from estate-grown Bar-
bera, festively wrapped for 
instant giving gratification. 
They also will offer half 
case sales on 2011 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, a silver medal 
winner at the SF Chronicle 
competition and a half case 
sale on RM Italian blends. 
Plus, you can score bottles 
of their estate grown and 
very delicious kalamata 
olive oil. Everyone loves 
olive oil, and there’s not 
much domestic kalamata 
available.

The Steven Kent Winery 
will offer a 25% discount 
on a 6 bottle purchase, 
excluding Lineage, with 
painted glassware, cof-
fee and macadamia nuts, 
while Wente will feature a 
Pinot clone tasting for $20, 
plus 15% off on 4 bottle 
purchases or more, along 
with live music (Sat) and 
pictures with Santa (Sun).

Wood Family will fea-
ture new releases, includ-
ing the 2014 Cabernet and 
2014 Petite Sirah, along 
with soup from Posada, and 
toffee by Karen's Kitchen 
Toffee Addiction, plus 
jewelry, Tie Dye by Esther, 
garlic graters and custom 
wine glasses.

And, everyone’s favorite 
bringer of toys, Santa, will 
make appearances all over 
town, so be sure to check 
out LVwine.org for the lat-
est schedule of where you 
might spy a peak at Saint 
Nick. 

Happy holidays, every-
one!

Livermore Valley Wineries Host Holidays in the Vineyards

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A scene from last year's event.
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CityServe of the TriVal-
ley hosted the 4th Annual 
Tri-Valley Prayer Breakfast 
at the Double Tree Hotel 
in Pleasanton on Mon-
day, November 21, 2016.  
Former Mayor of Dublin 
Tim Sbranti emceed the 
event.  Military personnel 
from Camp Parks attended 
as did as civic and business 
leaders from the Tri-Valley 
and faith-based individual/
groups.  Special guest 
speakers included author 
John Ortberg and a testimo-
ny from a Tri-Valley family 
served by CityServe of the 
Tri-Valley.  

The third annual fun-
draising event, Party for 
the Pooches, to support 
Pleasanton-based Valley 
Humane Society was held 
on Saturday, September 
10, 2016, at the private 
residence of Gina Piper and 
Shawn Farrell in Pleasan-
ton. The   event raised more 
than $16,000, with 100% 
of proceeds presented to 
Valley Humane Society to 
help further the organiza-

Former Dublin Mayor Tim Sbranti reviews the Prayer Breakfast agenda with Chaplain 
(MAJ) Brain Seidel and CH (CPT) Kate Albers of Camp Parks.

Over 300 people at-
tended the event.  Chap-
lain (MAJ) Brian Seidel 
from Camp Parks offered 
a prayer before the break-
fast meal. CH (CPT) Kate 
Albers sang the national 
anthem following the Camp 
Parks Color Guard presen-
tation.  Tim Sbranti read 
the original Thanksgiving 
Proclamation that George 
Washington issued on Oc-
tober 3, 1789 establishing 
Thanksgiving as a national 
holiday.  Dublin Mayor Da-
vid Haubert and Livermore 
Mayor John Marchand also 
attended the prayer break-

fast.
Tim Sbranti challenged 

to group to consider donat-
ing 1% of their income in 
2017 to a local nonprofit 
group to help provide for 
human service needs. 
Graham-Hitch Mortuary 
created a $5000 matching 
funds gift for any contribu-
tions to CityServe of the 
Tri-Valley given before 
the end of 2016.  Dona-
tions may be made at www.
cityserve trivalley.org or 
mailed to CityServe of the 
TriValley, 11501 Dublin 
Blvd Suite 200, Dublin, CA  
94568.

Annual Prayer Breakfast Held

tion’s mission to provide 
programs and care for 
companion animals in the 
Tri-Valley.

The event’s 200 attend-
ees, which included local 
city officials and dignitar-
ies, were treated to a festive 
evening with new and old 
friends. Guests dined on 
pizza catered from a wood-
fired pizza oven, sipped 
Livermore Valley wines 
and listened to jazz music 

performed by a live band 
in a serene backyard patio 
setting. The best was saved 
for last, when scrumptious 
desserts were auctioned off 
as part of the event’s much-
anticipated live auction.

Gina Piper, who serves 
on the Board of Valley Hu-
mane Society, stated, “As a 
member of the Pleasanton 
community for 40 years 
and a Board member of the 
organization for three years, 

I am beyond grateful for the 
support and generosity of 
this wonderful community. 
Our third annual fundraiser 
was by far our most suc-
cessful due to the incredible 
donations received for the 
raffle and silent and live 
auctions. In addition, we 
received donations of food, 
wine and dessert, mak-
ing the event a first-class 
gala. As a devoted owner 
and lover of companion 

animals, I am pleased to 
continue to play a part in 
supporting Valley Humane 
Society.”   

Melanie Sadek, Execu-
tive Director of Valley Hu-
mane Society, commented, 
“We are thrilled with the 
outcome of this meaningful 
fundraising event. Events 
like this provide financial 
support to help offset Valley 
Humane Society’s lifesav-

ing work. The money raised 
at this event will help cover 
animal care costs like age-
appropriate vaccinations, 
spay/neuter surgeries, and 
other necessary expenses 
associated with provid-
ing care for more than 600 
animals a year.” 

To learn more about 
Valley Humane Society and 
its mission, visit: www.val-
leyhumane.org. 

Party for the Pooches Raises Over $16,000 for Valley Humane Society

The public is invited to view the "Tri-Valley Traveling Artists" showing of paintings 
and photographs from recent travels at the Livermore Civic Center Library Gallery.

Artists will display their work December 1-30. An opening meet the artists reception 
will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sat., Dec. 10 at the Library. Participating artists are Sim-
one Archer, Beverly Barkkarie, Stephen Barkkarie, Bonnie Bartlett, Kathleen Elm, June 
Ferreri, Helene Hallett, Mary Jane Hassman, Carole Hilton, Dorothy Maestas, Carolyn 
Ramsey, Helene Roylance, Charlotte Severin, and Justin Trent.

The gallery is open during regular business hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fri. 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun. noon to 5 p.m. The library is located at 
1188 So. Livermore Avenue. For information, call 373-5500.

Tri-Valley Traveling Artists' Work on Display

Work pictured (starting lower left, 
clockwise) "Santorini Dome" by Carole 
Hilton; "Tree" by Bonnie Bartlett; "Grapes" 
by Helene Hallett; and "Giraffes" by Justin 
Trent.
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT
ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art field, 
2155 Third St., Livermore. The gallery 
has been open since 1974 and is run 
as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For informa-
tion call 449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are cur-
rently exhibiting art at six businesses 
in the Pleasanton - Dublin Area. 
Viewing locations are: Bank of Amer-
ica at 337 Main Street, Pleasanton; 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce at 
777 Peters Street, Pleasanton; Sall-
man, Yang, & Alameda CPA's at 4900 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton; US Bank 
at 749 Main Street, Pleasanton; Ed-
ward Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public Art 
Circuit, call John Trimingham at (510) 
877-8154.

Bryce Beecher’s “Natural Influ-
ences” art exhibit hangs at Cuda 
Ridge Winery through December 
31st, 2016.  2400 Arroyo Road in 
Livermore. Regular winery hours are 
12-4:30 Fri.-Sun.; open by appt. at 
510-304-0914.

Urbanscapes: Gritty, invitational 
exhibit featuring established Bay 
Area artists at the Harrington Gallery  
through December 14. Installation 
includes works in watercolor, collage, 
photography, oils, ceramic, and mixed 
media. Artists: Karen Frey, Robert 
Huberman, Catherine Mackey, Jill 
McLennan, Andy Ruble, William Salit, 
Beth Waldman. Regular gallery hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington Gallery at 
the Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasan-
ton, 4444 Railroad Avenue. Donations 
appreciated.

Color, Line, Content, a show by the 
artists of Show & Tell, Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices Drysdale 
Properties, 1983 Second Street, 
Livermore. The group includes 
painters; photographers; sculptors; 
printmakers; artists who draw, etch 
or create collages; artists who tool 
leather or make jewelry and wearable 
art; and others. The public may view 
the show weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. For information about the show, 
or to schedule a showing during non-
business hours, contact Cher Wollard 
at cherw@cherw.com or 925-784-
4679. For information about Show & 
Tell, contact Miller at danne_miller@
att.net.

Special Art Exhibit at Firehouse 
Arts Center: Through December 
17: Abstract Bay Area cityscapes is 
the theme of collage artist Belinda 

Lima’s vibrant works, depicting the 
Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz, and 
other iconic locations. Regular gallery 
hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center 
in Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad Avenue. 
Donations appreciated.

California Watercolor Association 
47th National Exhibition, January 
14 to February 25, 2017, Harrington 
Gallery, Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. Opening 
reception, 1-3 p.m. Sat., Jan. 14. 
. Eighty works by accomplished 
national artists will be on view. www.
firehousearts.org

MEETINGS/CLASSES
 Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 

a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique 
from the group. Refreshments are 
brought by some of the artists, and a 
donation of $5.00 is desired although 
not mandatory. Contact for this event 
is D’Anne Miller at danne_miller@
att.net, or Linda Ryan at LRyan@
Livermoreperformingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss and 
share work with Professional Artists 
in sketching, painting, exhibiting and 
marketing your work. ACC members 
currently working on exhibiting theme 
works, under the Inspiration of "The 
Artist's Edge /The Edge of Art & Cho-
sen Pathways." Meets and Critiques 
Friday mornings in Pleasanton. 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 - 
microangelo@earthlink.net.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
last Saturday from 12 noon-1 p.m. 
at Galina’s Music Studio located at 
1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $10 fee 
to cover meeting costs.

WINE & SPIRITS
Holidays in the Vineyards, Sat., Dec. 

3 and Sun., Dec. 4, noon to 4:30 p.m. 
Livermore Valley Wine Country holiday 
tradition where wineries showcase 

decorated tasting rooms, special 
wines, arts, crafts, holiday music and 
more. Admission is free; tasting fees 
may apply. www.lvwine.org

Charles R Vineyards celebrates 
Holiday in The Vineyards December 
3rd-4th from 12:00pm - 4:30pm.  
Get in the holiday spirit at Charles R 
sipping featured wines, sing along 
with Santa's Christmas Carolers: 
The Broadway Chorus and shop 
beautiful crafted gifts. Consider 
donating an unwrapped toy or two 
for the Livermore-Pleasanton Fire 
Association Toys-for-Tots program.  
8195 Crane Ridge Road (at the end of 
Greenville Rd) in Livermore.

Las Positas Vineyards, Livermore, Sat-
urday & Sunday December 3rd & 4th 
come join us at Las Positas Vineyards 
as the Livermore Valley Wineries 
celebrate " Holiday in the Vineyards" 
weekend. Featuring the new Holiday 
Cheesecake Cupcake/Chocolate 
Port Cup & Wine Pairing flight. Local 
vendors on hand in theevent room 
offering special Holidays gift ideas 
for purchase.  Tasting Room opens at 
11:30am-4:30pm both days.

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Blacksmith Square, music every 

Saturday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 
21 South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock Restau-
rant in Livermore/on Portola Avenue-- 
the 2nd Tuesday each month from 
7:30-9:30--Dance floor, full bar, 
small cover.  .

Taylor Hicks, 8 p.m. Dec. 2. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Annual Family Concert, 3 p.m. Sat., 
Dec. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. Livermore Valley 
Performing Arts Center will host a 
free family-oriented concert featuring 
three Resident Companies of the 
Bankhead Theater just prior to the 
start of Livermore’s Annual Holiday 
Parade. Following the performance 
there will be an Instrument Petting 
Zoo. The concert is free, but tickets 
are required for admission. www.
bankheadtheater.org 

Livermore-Amador Symphony, Dec. 
3, 7 p.m. prelude talk, 8:15 p.m. 
concert. A Heavenly Life, Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800.

Asbury Christmas Concert – Asbury 
United Methodist Church will hold its 
20th Annual Christmas Concert at 
7 PM on Sunday Dec. 4, 2016 in its 
Sanctuary at 4743 East Ave. in Liver-
more. All of Asbury’s vocal choirs, the 
Asbury Band, several instrumental-
ists and the Asbury Ringers will be 
performing. Asbury’s pipe organ will 
also be part of the evening’s musical 
offerings. The concert is open to the 
public. A free will offering can be 

made at the door. There will be a 
punch/coffee/milk and homemade 
cookie reception immediately follow-
ing in the Fellowship Hall. For more 
information call Jean Braun at 449-
4168, the church office at 447-1950 
or e-mail: TerriG@asburylive.org 

SF Gay Men’s Chorus, Dec. 4, 3 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. Tickets at www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800. 

The Nell Robinson & Jim Nunally 
Band, 7 p.m. Dec. 4 Bothwell Arts 
Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Brings five genre-busting artists to-
gether to perform music infused with 
folk, bluegrass, Americana, roots, 
swing, jazz, and the blues. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

A Rocky Mountain Christmas – Jim 
Curry’s  salute to John Denver.  
Two shows on Sunday, December 4, 
at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton. 
Reserved seating tickets $17- $27. 
Acclaimed performer Jim Curry, 
whose compelling voice is heard in 
the CBS movie “Take Me Home: The 
John Denver Story,” performs his 
tribute to sold out theaters throughout 
the country. This special holiday 
concert includes many songs from 
Denver’s vast legacy of multi-
platinum hits, plus holiday favorites 
for the whole family. A show that will 
truly “fill up your senses.” Tickets 
available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. 

Holiday Music Concert - La Di Da 
Vocal Quartet, Dec. 4, 2 p.m. featur-
ing this four voice a cappella group, 
based in the  Bay Area, specializing 
in close harmony vocal music, jazz 
standards and classics, swing and 
barbershop standards, and popular 
works from the last forty years. The 
Friends of the Livermore Library have 
underwritten this program as part of 
the Friends Authors and Arts Series.   
Free and open to the public. Liver-
more Civic Center Library, 1188 South 
Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 

Winter Pops: A Night of Seasonal 
Classics! 7 p.m. Dec. 6, Amador Val-
ley High School instrumental music: 
wind ensembles and concert bands. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

 A New Orleans Christmas with Jeff 
Bordes and Friends, 8 p.m. Dec. 10. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton. 931-4848, www.
firehousearts.org. 

David Benoit, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 19. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

An Irish Christmas, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 22. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

New Year’s Eve with the Four Fresh-

men, 8 p.m. Dec. 31. Bankhead The-
ater, 2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Rhapsody and Rhythm: The Gershwin 
Experience, 8 p.m. Jan. 7. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

Happy Birthday Elvis starring Jim 
Anderson, 2 p.m. Jan. 8. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. 931-4848, www.
firehousearts.org. 

The Sweet Remains, soulful folk 
sounds, 8 p.m. January 14. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org or  
931-4848.

 Timothy B. Schmit – Live in Concert, 
Legendary Eagle and Member of Poco. 
8 p.m. Jan. 20. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

ON THE STAGE
Holiday Shorts: “A Long Winter’s 

Tale.” A Creatures of Impulse Produc-
tion. The Bay Area’s award-winning 
teen improv troupe presents annual 
holiday classic! Audience suggestions 
will inspire holiday themed games, 
scenes, and improv fun in the first 
act. The audience will then vote 
for which short scene Creatures of 
Impulse will make into an entire 
improvised “play” in the second 
act. Every show different. Thursday, 
December 1 and Friday, December 2 
at 7:30 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
General admission tickets: students 
$5, adults $10. Tickets available at 
www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the Box Office at the 
center. Doors open 7:10 p.m. Free 
parking.

Silent Sky, The story of Henrietta Swan 
Leavitt, an American astronomer who 
discovered the relation between light 
and stars. Dec. 2-11, Fri./Sat. 8 p.m., 
Sun. 2 p.m. Las Positas College, 3000 
Campus Hill Dr., Livermore. www.
laspositascollege.edu

Almost, Maine, fall play. Livermore 
High School, All performances are at 
8pm on December 2, 3, 8, 9, and 10, 
2016. Tickets are $10 reserved and 
can be purchased at the LHS Cowboy 
Webstore or at the door. 

Getting to Know: The Sound of Music: 
Family musical theater performed by 
local youth. December 9 through 18.  
Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.; 
matinees Saturdays and Sundays at 
2:00 p.m. All performances at the 
Amador Theater in Pleasanton, 1155 
Santa Rita Road.  Presented by Civic 
Arts Stage Company in partnership 
with Bay Area Children’s Theater. Re-
served seating tickets: $12, $15, $18; 
Child or Senior: $7, $10, $13.  Tickets 
available at www.firehousearts.org, 
925-931-4848, or at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Holiday Celebration, Wednesday, 
December 14th and 21st, 5:30 and 
7:30 p.m. Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival artists will offer a staged 
reading of a holiday classic. Whirl 
on the Square, downtown Livermore. 
livermoreshakes.org/

Playwrights' Theater, Eugene O'Neill's 
play, Dynamo, staged reading Jan. 
7 at 8 p.m. and Jan. 8 at 2 p.m. 
Museum of San Ramon Valley, 205 
Railroad Ave., Danville. Tickets at 
www.eugeneoneill.org or 820-1818. 

Jesus Christ Superstar, Tri-Valley Rep-
ertory Theater production, weekends 
Jan. 14-29, 2017. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 373-6800 
or www.bankheadtheater.org.

Anything Goes, Pacific Coast Repertory 
Theatre, Jan. 28-Feb. 12. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. 931-4848, www.
firehousearts.org.

COMEDY
Free Comedy Show every Thursday 

at Sanctuary from 7:30-9pm in the 
Skylight Room at Sanctuary, 2369 
First St. in Livermore.

Comedy at the Bothwell with 
Margaret Zhao, December 3, 7 p.m. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th Street, 
Livermore. Tickets available at 373-
6800 or www.bankheadtheater.org 

Will Durst, the Big Fat Year-End Kiss-
Off, starring Will Durst & Friends, 8 
p.m. Dec. 28. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 931-
4848, www.firehousearts.org.

Tom Papa, 8 p.m. Jan. 27. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 373-
6800. 

MOVIES
The Classic Film Series, Pleasanton 

Library will feature a range of genres. 
“On the Islands,” themed films will 
be shown the first Thursday of each 
month through June 2017. 6:30 p.m. 
at the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 
Old Bernal Avenue. Free admission. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Some 
films are mature in content and may 
not be suitable for children. For more 
information or assistance, please 
contact the Pleasanton Public Library 
at (925) 931-3400, extension 4. Visit 
www.pleasantonlibrary.org for a list of 
films and more information.

DANCE
The Cobbler’s Gift, presented by Anas-

tasis Ballet Company in collaboration 
with Radiance School of Ballet at the 
Dublin Center for Performing Arts and 
Education, 8151 Village Parkway, 
Dublin. Dec. 9 at 7 p.m .and Dec. 10 
at 3 p.m.  Tickets are $12-$22 www.
anastasisballet.org

 The Nutcracker 2016, Valley Dance 
Theatre accompanied by the Valley 
Dance Theatre Pit Orchestra. Dec. 10, 
11, 16, 17 and 18. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First Street, Livermore. www.
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TRAVEL 
BUG

LUxURy TRAVEL
(925) 447-4300
In Downtown Livermore

2269 Third Street
travelbuglivermore.com

bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

CHORAL
Annual Sing-It-Yourself Messiah, Val-

ley Concert Chorale, 7:30 p.m., Dec. 
2,  Asbury United Methodist Church. 
4743 East Ave., Livermore. www.val-
leyconcertchorale or 866-4003. 

Traditional Carols with a Twist! Valley 
Concert Chorale, 8 p.m Dec. 10, 
Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton; recep-
tion immediately following; 3 p.m. 
Dec. 11, First Presbyterian Church, 
4th and L Streets, Livermore. www.
valleyconcertchorale or 866-4003.

OPERA
25th Anniversary Celebration, 

Livermore Valley Opera, 5 p.m. 
January 28 at The Club at Ruby Hill. 
Concert of music including your 
favorite arias. Following the concert, 
three course dinner. Live auction and 
a two surprising raffle items. www.
livermorevalleyopera.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Hagemann Ranch Open House. Tours 

of the 140+ year old ranch and free, 
family friendly seasonal activities. 
The last Sunday of each month, 1-4 
PM. Go to www.livermorehistory.com 
for the monthly program. 455 Olivina 
Ave., Livermore.

 Political Issues Book Club meets the 
4th Tuesday of each month, and reads 
books about issues and trends that 
are driving current affairs in both the 
national and international arenas.  
Topics that have been covered include 
politics, governance, economics, 
military affairs, history, sociology, 
science, the climate, and religion. 
Contact Rich at 872-7923, for further 
questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Nancy Tingstrom Turner at 
ntingstr@yahoo.com. 

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-
book.com/StoriedNights 

Fundraising supporting Livermore 
High School band, orchestra and 
jazz band. 4:30 to 8 p.m. Dec. 1 at 
Page Mill Winery, 1960 S. Livermore 
Ave, Livermore. Students will come 
play music. There will be vendors and 
$10.00 wine sales that will go 100% 
to the music department. 

Lights of the Valley, A Celebration of 
Light and Music. Thurs., Dec. 1, 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at Heritage Estates, 900 
E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore. A special 
celebration that provides an opportu-
nity to remember and honor those we 
love. Remembrance Ceremony; live 
music, poetry, entertainment, refresh-
ments. RSVP at (925) 373-3636. 
Sponsored by Hope Hospice. 

Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony, 7 
p.m. Dec. 1, Dublin Civic Center, 100 
Civic Plaza, Dublin. Refreshment, 
music, and a special visitor. Free.

Holiday Ornament Stroll, downtown 
Tracy, 6:30-9:30 p.m. Dec. 2. Online 
presale $30. www.tracycitycenter.
com. Information email events@
tracycitycenter.com

Holiday open house, Sat., Dec. 3, 10 to 
3, Grand Theatre Center for the Arts, 

Winners of the 44th annual Competition for Young 
Musicians, sponsored by the Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony Association, have been announced. They are 
Sehyun (Eunice) Lee, piano, and Felix Yu-Shuan Shen, 
violin. The students will perform as soloists with the 
Symphony at its February 18, 2017 concert.

Eunice, a senior at Dougherty Valley High School, 
performed the first movement of  Piano Concerto No. 1 in 
C Major, Op. 15 by Beethoven. 

Felix, a freshman at Dublin High School, performed 
the first movement of Violin Concerto in D Minor, Op. 
47 by Sibelius. They will perform the same works at the 
February concert.

The judges for the competition were Lara Webber, 
music director of the Livermore-Amador Symphony, Jo 
Ann Koopman, pianist/piano teacher, and Katy Juneau,  
principal viola for the Fremont Symphony.

person at the Firehouse Arts 
Center Box Office, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton. 

A re-telling of the real-
life adventures of the Von 
Trapp family in Austria: 
When novice Maria proves 
too high-spirited for the re-
ligious life, she is sent away 
from the convent to serve 
as a governess for the seven 
Von Trapp children, whose 
withdrawn father is a wid-
owed naval Captain. Her 
growing rapport with the 
youngsters, coupled with 
her generosity of spirit, 
gradually captures the heart 
of the stern Captain, and 
they marry.

Seventy-five young ac-
tors, ranging from ages 8 to 
15, are split into the “Rain-
drops Cast” and the “Roses 
Cast.”  Stage manager Zach 
Goldberg estimates that ap-
proximately a quarter of the 
cast are new to the com-
pany, with the young troupe 

members coming primarily 
from Pleasanton, plus a 
number from the greater 
Tri-Valley and as far away 
as Fremont.   

The Getting to Know 
(G2K) Musicals are widely 
presented and very popu-
lar among youth theater 
companies, as they consist 
of shortened (about 70 min-
utes for this one), easily ac-
cessible versions of the big 
block-buster shows, while 
maintaining the essence 
and story of the full-length 
work.

In her 6th year of direct-
ing with BACT, Amber Dy-
son helms her 4th produc-
tion with Civic Arts Stage 
Company. Music Director 
Branden Noel Thomas 
and Choreographer Sidney 
Spiegel are both celebrating 
their first show with Civic 
Arts, and Stage Manager 
Zach Goldberg returns for 
his 5th production with the 
company.

Grammy and IBMA Awards 
and is a two-time Western 
Open Flatpicking Guitar 
champion. 

Pete Grant started play-
ing banjo, guitar, and dobro 
in the early sixties in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 
Sharing musical adventures 
with his friends Jerry Gar-
cia, Jorma Kaukonen, Pat 
Simmons, and others, he 
has performed solo, in duos, 
and his own groups.  Jim 
Kerwin is considered one of 
the best string bass play-
ers in the country. He has 
played with David Grisman 
for over 30 years and is 
featured on all of Grisman’s 
Jerry Garcia recordings. 
Jon Arkin  is known for his 
performances & recorded 
work in a wide variety of 

musical contexts.  
Tickets are $20 general 

admission, $18 students.
The Bothwell Arts Cen-

ter is located at 2466 8th 
Street, Livermore. Tickets 
can be purchased at www.
bankheadtheater.org or by 
calling 373-6800.

715 Central Ave., Tracy. art sale, ELF 
the Christmas Movie screens, Photos 
with Santa, exhibition in the galleries. 
atthegrand.org 

Home for the Holidays, downtown 
Livermore, Dec. 3, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Lizzie Fountain will be a winter fun 
zone. www.livermore downtown.com

Holiday Sights and Sounds Parade 
and Tree Lighting, downtown 
Livermore, Dec. 3, 6 p.m. www.
livermoredowntown.com

Hometown Holiday Celebration, 
Main Street, Downtown Pleasanton. 
Sat., Dec. 3. 5 p.m. Holiday Parade 
followed by tree lighting ceremony. 
www.hometownholiday.com/ 

Community Rhythm Celebration, Dec. 
3, 1 p.m.  Drum  fun for all ages. An 
interactive drumming performance 
with drums provided for everyone 
to play. Free event. Livermore Civic 
Center Library, 1188 South Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore. 

Country Holiday Teas, Dec. 3 and 4, 2 
p.m. Dublin Heritage Park & Muse-
ums, 6600 Donlon Way, Dublin. $25 

per person. www.DublinRecGuide.
com, 556-4500.

Victorian Yuletide. Ravenswood 
Historic Site, Dec. 11. Music, tours 
of the site, and more. Free admission. 
2647 Arroyo Rd., Livermore. www.
larpd.org

An Evening with Booker T. Washing-
ton: Tuesday, January 17th, 7pm. Ed 
Kinney Speakers Series. All events 
are general seating at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. Tickets are 
$15 General Admission, $10 Seniors 
(65+) / Students (with valid ID), $7 
Members. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.museumonmain.org, 
at Museum on Main during regular 
operating hours or by phoning the 
museum at (925) 462-2766. 

Ross Stein, Rae Dorough Speaker 
Series, Scientist: “Earthquakes; Pre-
diction & Consequences.” 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 24. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
Street, Livermore. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

Young Musicians Competition 
Winners Selected

Felix Yu-Shuan Shen Sehyun (Eunice) Lee

SOUND OF MUSIC
(continued from front page)

CONCERT AT BOTHWELL
(continued from page 3)

of her husband in 1994. 
One unique aspect of 

the LIV ON project is the 
artists’ dedication to provid-
ing resources that can help 
those working through 
challenges. With a grant 
from the Gentiva Hospice 
Foundation, Dianne Gray 
of Hospice and Healthcare 
Communications has been 
appointed to direct the 
outreach and educational 
initiative, compiling ar-
ticles, information, images 
and links useful for those 
struggling with the griev-
ing process at LIVONblog.
com. 

Tickets to see “LIV ON: 

Olivia Newton-John, Beth 
Nielsen Chapman, Amy 
Sky” on February 12, 2017 
at the Bankhead Theater 
range from $80 to $100. 
They will go  on sale to the 
public beginning December 
4, 2016. Tickets for students 
and active military are just 
$16 each. Purchase online 
at www.bankheadtheater.
org, by phone at (925) 373-
6800, or visit the Ticket Of-
fice at 2400 First Street in 
Livermore. For group sales 
contact websales@lvpac.
org.  For more information 
about the LIV ON project, 
visit livonmusic.com.

 

NEW SHOW AT BANKHEAD
(continued from page 2)
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BULLETIN BOARD
(Organizations wishing to run notices 

in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

6th Annual Children’s  Holiday 
Party on Dec. 4 at the  Livermore-
Pleasanton Elks Lodge #2117 from 2 to 5 
p.m. with Santa to arrive around 3:30 p.m.  
Free to children in the Tri-Valley ages 1 to 
12. Parents are requested to stay to help 
their children with arts and crafts activi-
ties. There will be snacks.  Activity is being 
funded by the donations of  members to 
the Elks National Foundation Any ques-
tions,  contact Tammy Sturgill – Project 
Officer and referance “Elks Children’s 
Holiday Party”  k.sturgill@comcast.net 
or 925-437-0109 The Lodge is located at 
940 Larkspur Dr., Livermore. 

Ohlone Audubon, membership meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 6, Pleasanton Middle 
School, 5001 Case Ave., Annual Holiday 
Cookie Exchange and Member Pictures 
Share.  Members are invited  to bring 10 
of their favorite photos to share. The tradi-
tional Holiday Cookie Exchange will follow.  
All are welcome to attend and cookies are 
not required. For more information go to 
the website www.ohloneaudubon.org.

 Widowed Men and Women of 
Northern CA, Dec. 6, 4 p.m. dinner in 
Pleasanton, RSVP by Dec. 3 to Athene, 
846-0111. Dec. 10, noon, Christmas 
party, general meeting and birthday lunch, 
RSVP NOW to Marilyn, 583-5829. Dec. 14, 
12:30 p.m. lunch in Dublin, RSVP by Dec. 
12 to Janet, 443-3317. Dec. 15, 5 p.m. 
happy hour in Dublin, RSVP by Dec. 13 to 
Mary, 705-7337. Dec. 18, 1 p.m. lunch in 
Livermore, RSVP by Dec. 15 to Marilyn, 
583-5829. Dec. 31, 1 p.m. celebrate early 
in San Ramon, RSVP by Dec. 28 to Gloria, 
846-8320. 

BSA Troop 900 Christmas Tree 
Lot - The troop's annual fund raiser is a 
Christmas Tree Lot located at the corner of 
Hillcrest and East Ave.  is open 9AM-9PM 
on weekends, 5PM-9PM Monday-Friday. 
Three types of 6’-7’ trees are available 
ranging in price from $42-$64. Tree stands 
and mistletoe are available, too. Help 
support Troop 900 by purchasing a tree at 
their Christmas Tree Lot this year. 

Dress a Girl Around the World, an 
invitation to make simple dresses for girls 
in third world countries. Next Sew-Fest 
is Sat., January 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at St. Augustine Hall, 3999 Bernal Ave., 
Pleasanton.  Help is needed sewing, 
ironing, cutting. Bring sewing machine or 
serger, iron, ironing board, scissors, along 
with helping hands. (Those planning to 
stay all day should bring a bag lunch.) 
Always accepting cheerful cotton fabric 
donations. Those who can’t make the 
Sew-Fest but would like to sew, arrange 
for kits that can be sews at home. Ques-
tions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 or 
suzbeck@yahoo.com 

Livermore Library Board of 
Trustees, meets 7 p.m. Dec. 1 at the Civic 
Center Library, 1188 So. Livermore Ave. 
An agenda will be posted at the library 72 
hours prior to the meeting. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers are 

needed to deliver fresh meals to home-
bound seniors in Livermore or Pleasanton 
one day per week, Monday-Friday between 
10am-12pm. For more information, please 
call (925)483-1989. 

Fundraising supporting Livermore 
High School band, orchestra and jazz 
band. 4:30 to 8 p.m. Dec. 1 at Page Mill 
Winery, 1960 S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. 
Students will come play music. There will 
be vendors and $10.00 wine sales that will 
go 100% to the music department. 

Tri-Valley CAREs Member  Apprecia-
tion & Holiday Party.Enjoy wonderful food, 
adult and other beverages, great  com-
pany and maybe a game or two.  Special 
awards ceremony to  celebrate the winners 
of the 2016  Youth Video  Contest.5 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 7. Livermore Main 
Library, Community Rooms A  & B, 1188 
South Livermore Avenue. For information, 
call 443-7148. 

Armchair Travelers, at the Livermore 
Public Library Civic Center on Thurs., Dec. 
8, 2016 at 1:30 pm. Richard Finn will 
present a slideshow entitled “England, 
Scotland & Wales.” Richard Finn will share 
stories and photographs from the trip he 
took with his daughter in May of this year.  
Adults are invited to this free program on 
the second Thursday of each month in the 
Community Meeting Rooms of the Civic 
Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore Avenue, 
Livermore. For additional information 
please call 925 373-5500. 

Grief Workshop - Stepping Stones on 
Your Grief Journey. Join us bi-monthly. St. 
Elizabeth Seton Church, 4001 Stoneridge 
Dr. Pleasanton; Second and Fourth Thurs-
day evenings at 7:30pm, Dec. 8, 22, Jan. 
12, 26 and Feb. 9, 23. No pre-registration 
is necessary. These sessions are open to 
all, regardless of religious affiliation. Call 
Eleanor Flatley at 925-846-8708 for more 
information. 

Grants Available, Rotarian Founda-
tion of Livermore is now accepting appli-
cations for 2017 community grants. Grant 
applicants are limited to organizations 
serving youth in Livermore.  The Livermore 
Rotarian Foundation now partners with the 
Livermore Valley Education Foundation. 
Grant applications can be found online 
at www.rotarianfoundationlivermore.org. 
Deadline for submitting applications is De-
cember 9, 2016. Contact Marty Plone for 
additional information on grant criteria and 
the application process (925) 443-2629

Magical Christmas Holiday Bou-
tique, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat., Dec. 3, 1170 
Innsbruck St., Livermore. Gift baskets and 
gifts. Refreshments.

Learn Scottish country dancing in 
Livermore: lively reels and jigs and grace-
ful strathspeys that are the traditional 
social dance of Scotland. Classes are 
Mondays 8:00 to 9:30 pm at the Livermore 
Veteran’s Hall, 522 South L Street, Liver-
more. No prior dance experience required. 
Call Margaret Ward at (925) 449-5932 or 
Sheena MacQueen at (925) 447-1833 for 
more information. Youth class (ages 8 and 
up): contact Sheena MacQueen (925)447-
1833 for info.

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley 
invites interested individuals to attend its 
morning meeting. Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 7am in Beeb’s Sports Bar & 
Grill at the Las Positas Golf Course, 915 
Club House Drive, Livermore. Anyone who 

would like to give back to the community 
is invited to meet with club members and 
community leaders who work or live in 
the Livermore area for fun and fellowship 
while raising money to help local schools 
and various organizations. For more infor-
mation, go to www.livermorevalleyrotary.
org/ or contact Fred Quarterman at 925-
337-5342 or Deb Tacker at 925-447-1135.

Del Valle Folk Dancers: beginning 
and experienced dancers are welcome. 
Balkan, Israeli and other world dances, 
easy line and circle dances, no partners 
required, casual dress. $3 per session 
(first time free). Tuesdays 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center (West end), 
2466 8th Street, Livermore. Information: 
George Pavel (925) 447-8020 or george.
pavel@gmail.com

Square dancing for all ages 8 years 
and up Thursdays from 7:00-8:30pm 
at Del Valle High, 2253 5th Street, 
Livermore. Families and friends welcome. 
September classes free to new dancers. 
Questions? Margaret 925-447-6980 or 
mmiller1435@gmail.com

Shepherd’s Gate Thrift Store, open 
at 4014 East Ave. Hours will be 9 -6 
Monday through Saturday. Donations can 
be left at 4014 East Ave in the rear of the 
building, 9:30 AM to 5 PM M-F, 8 – 2:30 
PM Sat, closed Sundays & holidays.

Writing Club for Young Adults. age 
13 through 21 will meet from 6:30 to 8:00 
pm on December 15, 2016. Livermore 
Civic Center Library, 1188 South Livermore 
Avenue, Livermore. The club is free and no 
registration is required. Led by published 
Young Adult author, J.L. Powers. For more 
information, visit Teen Space page on the 
library’s website: www.livermorelibrary.
net, or contact Teen Services Librarian 
Jennifer Mosel at 925-373-5576.

Italian Catholic Federation, meets 
3rd Friday of the month, 6 p.m. St. 
Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Anyone who 
loves all things Italian is invited to meet to 
celebrate the Italian heritage with monthly 
dinner meetings and holding charitable 
events. The group supports Children's Hos-
pital research, college scholarships and 
other charities. For information, contact 
Judy Wellbeloved, president, 462-2487. 

ClutterLess Self Help Support 
Group, nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, 
support group for people with difficulty dis-
carding unwanted possessions. Cluttering 
is a psychological issue, not an organizing 
issue. New meeting location: Parkview,100 
Valley Avenue (main entrance), 2nd Floor 
Activity Room, Pleasanton. Mondays 
except some holidays 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Come or call a volunteer at 925)289-5356 
or 925-922-1467. More information at: 
www.clutterlesseastbay.org

Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy 
Club. Feed your wonder about the Night 
Sky and the Cosmos by joining us on the 
3rd Friday of the Month for our club meet-
ing. Unitarian Universalist Church, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. Doors open at 7:00 
p.m. talk starts at 7:30 pm. For more info 
visit us @ http://www.trivalleystargaz-
ers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 2647 
Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents in 1890s 
costumes give free guided tours beginning 
at noon, on the second and fourth Sundays 
of the month. Each tour includes the 1885 

It was a good start  for the four Foothill High School competition cheer teams that 
competed at the USA Regional Competition on November 13 at American Canyon High 
School. The result won three First Place plaques for Varsity, Group Stunt Team #1 and 
JV and one Second Place plaque for Group Stunt Team #2. All four teams qualified 
for Nationals which will be held in March of 2017.

JV team members are 
(front) Melissa Garcia, 
Ky l i e  M a e d a ,  Ju l i a 
Castaneda, Sarah Wong, 
Kennedy Banks; (middle) 
Cael i  Hurst , Brenna 
Kennedy, Chloe Tolari, 
Sofia Ricker; (back) 
Coach Jennifer Gatan, 
Karyna Russo, Brianna 
Raphael, Ellie Reding, 
Amanda Mero, Robin 
Salter, and Coach Kelly 
Redgrave.

Group stunt teams #1 
and #2 include (front row) 
Coach Kim DeJoy, Lizzie 
Beer, Sara Ling, Sophia 
Ondi , Emi ly  LaDue , 
Sophia Barletta; (back) 
Tori Maes, Amanda Zagar, 
Michelle Cyr, Jessica 
Cole, Claire Larsen, and 
Coach Sarina DeJoy.

Varsity team includes (front 
row) Lizzie Beer, Sara 
Ling, Jessica Cole, Sophia 
Ondi, Chloe Chai, Emily 
LaDue; (middle) Kimberly 
Wang, Michelle Cyr, Rachel 
Sanchez, Sophia Barletta, 
Gali Hoffman; (back) Coach 
Kim DeJoy, Tori Maes, 
Amanda Zagar, Hannah 
Thoe, Claire Larsen, Annie 
Fenton, and Coach Sarina 
DeJoy.

Foothill High School Cheer
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Cottage and the 1891 Main House, and 
the beautifully landscaped grounds. For 
information on the Ravenswood Progress 
League (RPL) or the volunteer Docent 
Program, please call the Docent Coordina-
tor at (925) 443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a social 
group of retired men who join together to 
better enjoy their leisure time. Activities 
include golf, bridge, photography, travel, 
fishing, biking, wine tasting, and technol-
ogy. The Tri-Valley Branch serves men 
living in Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, 
and San Ramon. The group meets for 
lunch on the first Thursday of each month 
at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest 
Lane, San Ramon. Please read more about 
the Tri-Valley SIR at www.trivalleysir.org 
and the Statewide SIR at www.sirinc.org/. 
For information or to attend a meeting, call 
Carl Churilo, 925-967-8177.

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a group 
for retired men who seek activities to en-
hance their retirement. Monthly meetings 
feature lunch and an interesting speaker. 
Men have the opportunity to learn about 
and join activities such as hiking, bridge, 
investment, bowling, bocce ball and wood 
carving. There is also a neat group of guys 
to get to know. SIR Branch #121 meets 
on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the 
DoubleTree Hotel, Las Flores Road (near 
Bluebell Drive), Livermore, at 11:30. Any 
retired man is welcome to drop by to 
learn about your opportunities. For more 
information check our website: branch121.
sirinc2.org or email Neal Cavanaugh at 
nealfcavanaugh@att.net (put “SIR” in the 
subject line).

American Legion Post 47 in 
Livermore is looking for veterans in the 
Livermore area who are interested in 
performing community service for young 
people and promoting veterans affairs. 
Interested veterans will meet with other 
like-minded veterans for camaraderie and 
support of veteran’s causes. The American 
Legion is the largest federally chartered 
veteran’s organization that is the veterans 
lobby and voice to congress. The Liver-
more American Legion Post 47 meets the 
second and fourth Monday of each month 
at 6:30 PM at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 522 South L Street, Livermore. 
Enter the building from the ramp on the 
5th Street side. For more information go 
to http://www.calegion.org/ or contact Bill 
Bergmann at calegion.post47@gmail.
com or (925) 443-2330 or Roy Warner at 
925-449-6048.

Pleasanton Lions Club welcomes 
visitors to come experience a great time 
while making a difference in our commu-
nity & beyond. Dinner meetings every 2nd 
& 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30pm. 
Check the website for meeting location: 
Pleasanton. www.pleasantonlionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this dedi-
cated group of volunteers, reaching out to 
those in need in the Tri-Valley and having 
fun doing it. Regular meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., Pleasan-
ton. For more information, see our website, 
www.amadorvalley.assistanceleague.org, 
e-mail assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Navy, Marine Corp & Coast Guard 
Veterans. Meet with other like minded 

veterans for camaraderie and support 
of veterans causes. The Fleet Reserve 
Association is a chartered organization 
that provides a voice in Congress. Young 
veterans are highly encouraged to get 
involved in promoting the concerns of your 
generation. The local branch of the FRA 
meets the first Friday of each month at 
6:30 PM at the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing, 522 South L St., Livermore. For more 
information go to www.fra.org or contact 
Roy Warner at 925-449-6048 or Loraine 
Maese at 454-1582.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net or call 925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 
Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Bereaved Mother’s Network of 
the Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Livermore 
Civic Center Library, Small Conference 
Room. The aim of the network is to allow 
bereaved mothers to make connections 
with, share resources, and support other 
mothers who have been through the worst 
experience of their lives, losing a child. For 
more information, contact katiestrube@
comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 or 
visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 
to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

DBE Daughters of the British 
Empire, John McLaren’s Roses of Britain 
Chapter in the Tri-Valley meets at 11:00 
a.m. on the 3rd Thursday of every month 
at Castlewood Country Club. DBE was 
founded in 1909 and is a nonprofit 501(c)
(3) organization made up of women of 
British or British Commonwealth heritage 
and ancestry with a focus on charity and 
fellowship. Those interested in helping 
with “the cause," enjoying social activities, 
and forming long-lasting friendships, 

contact Edith Caponigro at 925-998-3500 
or Jenny Whitehouse at 925-484-1273 for 
additional information.

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for 
the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place for 
family members to come and share their 
experiences and concerns with others who 
understand what they are going through. 
All family members are welcome to attend 
meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more 
information, call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-
5014 or email livermoremilitaryfamilies@
yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contem-
plative Service in the Chapel and 10:00 
a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
and children’s program For more informa-
tion www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 
a.m. Children's classes during adult wor-
ship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Reform, Jewish Learning, Prayer and 
Community in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Lawrence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The 
church and reading room are located at 
Third and N Streets. The Reading Room, 
which is open to the public, features 
books, CDs and magazines for sale. For 
information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 

Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Tri-Valley, Sunday Services 
at 243 Scott Street, Livermore, 10:00am. 
www.calvarylivermore.org or 925-447-
4357.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. 
Services: Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; wor-
ship service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
447-3428.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Adult Sunday 
school 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children's Church (Pre-K-5th grade) 11:15 
a.m., Nursery to age 3, Women's Bible 
study Wednesdays at 10 a.m., Senior Adult 
Ministries meet every other month. For 
ministry information call (925) 846-8650

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 and 
11:00 a.m., and Sunday School and Bible 
study for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Awana is 
Sunday at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday night 
there is adult Bible study, and youth 
activities at 6:30 p.m. Child care during all 
events. 447-1848, www.trinitylivermore.
org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. Sunday 
Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to www.
stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher at 
(831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information call the 
church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. www.saintbartslivermore.com. 
Service Schedule: 8:00 a.m. Contempla-
tive Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
(check web-site): 10:20 Sunday School 
(Godly Play); 10:30: Sung Eucharist with 
choir, child care provided. 

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 6533 
Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contemporary Worship 
Service, Sunday 10:30 am. Children, 
youth, adult programs. Biblically based 
practical messages, nondenominational. 
All are welcomed. www.pathwaycom-
muntiychurch.org (925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. Sunday worship 
at 9:00 am, followed by Bible Study/
Sunday School at 10:20 am. For more 
information, visit www.goodshepherd-
livermore.org or call (950) 371-6200.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are 
Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: 
Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; 
Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds Fel-
lowship; Sunday Worship Service 10:45 
a.m. - Elementary aged children go to 
Kid’s Church following worship, nursery 
available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to the 
Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 p.m. 
- Celebrate Recovery; in the dining hall; 
925-449-4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
meets at 10:00 am Sunday at 6751 South-
front Road, Suite 6749, Livermore. Phone 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 Palo-
mino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.
jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, call the office at (925) 479-
1414 to begin the process. Wednesday and 
Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 4 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 
every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 
will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nis-
sen Drive, Livermore. 

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton 
offers a friendly congregation where all 
are welcome, no matter where they are on 
their faith journey. Sunday worship is at 
9:00 and 10:30 a.m. with childcare and 
Sunday school at 10:30am. First Sundays 
of the month are informal with guitar. 
Children's choir is at 11:40-12:10.  "Come 
As You Are" is an informal service every 
Sunday at 5:30 p.m. Rev. Heather Leslie 
Hammer minister. www.lynnewood.org, 
925 846-0221.  

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints--Livermore Stake, 
Sunday services--1501 Hillcrest Ave: 
Springtown Ward 9:00 am; 1st Ward 11:00 
am; 4th Ward 1:00 pm. 950 Mocho St.: 
3rd Ward 9:00 am; 2nd Ward 11:00 am; 
Mocho Branch (Spanish) 12:20 pm. 8203 
Village Parkway, Dublin: Tri-Valley Young 
Single Adult Ward 1:30 pm. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 
Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: 

Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.
John Knox Presbyterian Church, 

7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth group 
Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school youth 
group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. www.
jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Sundays at 6 pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). www.
LivermoreQuakers.com

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contractors 
St., Livermore. .Sunday School (all ages) 
– 8:30 AM. Communion – 9:30 AM. 925-
906-9561 stfrancisanglican.church.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley - People from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual 
orientations welcome. Sunday service 
at 10:00 a.m. Youth and teen programs 
offered as well. All are welcome. Meeting 
place 1617 2nd St., 2nd Floor, Livermore. 
For more information contact revhar-
riet1@yahoo.com or visit us at http://
csllvlighthouse.org.

St. Matthews Baptist Church, 851 
Rincon Ave., Livermore. www, smbclive.
com or 443.3686. Dr. Allen S. Turner. 
Worship services 8 and 11 a.m., Sunday 
family Bible school, 9:30 p.m., Bible study 
and youth ministry, Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Feed the homeless, Saturday 11 a.m. 
Prayer, 6 p.m. weekdays. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, gives 
away clothing and other items every 
Monday 10-12. Donations are also ac-
cepted on Mondays between 10-12. 4418 
E. Avenue, Livermore.

Christ Church (a nondenominational 
evangelical church formerly meeting in 
Pleasanton), Now meeting at Arroyo Mocho 
Elementary School, 1040 Florence Rd., 
Livermore. Worship service at 9:00 a.m.; 
Educational Classes for all ages at 11:00 
a.m. visit: www.christchurch-trivalley.org 
or call 925.846.0665.

Unity of Tri-Valley - 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 am 
Sunday service. Rev. Micah Murdock, min-
ister. All are welcome. Children's program 
available. Ongoing groups and activities. 
www.trivalleyunity.org (925.829.2733).

GraceWay Church will worship at 10 
a.m. Sundays at Alisal Elementary School, 
1454 Santa Rita Rd. until new home is 
refurbished and updated. Services include 
band-led worship music, as well as choir 
anthems. Sunday School for infants, 
preschoolers and elementary through high 
school students. www.gracewayfaith or 
846-4436 for information.

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) for 
women of all ages and life stages. Meets 
Thursday mornings, 9:30 – 11:30 am; 
through May 11, 2017. St. Charles Parish, 
Borromeo Hall, 1315 Lomitas Avenue, 
Livermore. For WINGS speaker presenta-
tions and events: stcharleslivermore.org, 
click on “Upcoming Events” and “WINGS”. 
Questions: Donna Leach 925-443-6815 or 
Phyllis Clearwater 925-337-4299 

Christmas Nativity Display, featuring 
nativity scenes from around the world. 
Sun., Dec. 11, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. at St. Eliza-
beth Seton Chapel, 4001 Stoneridge Dr., 
Pleasanton. Sponsored by Italian Catholic 
Federation. All are welcome.
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Milestones
Multiple generations of 

family and close friends 
gathered with Mary Nielsen 
of Livermore for her 100th 
birthday celebration this fall. 
Some even traveled across 
the country to be with Mary 
for her special occasion, 
which featured a chef-ca-
tered meal at The Watermark 
at Rosewood Gardens, where 
Mary resides.

“Mary has a remarkable 
attitude of gratitude. She has 
probably personally written 
more thank-you cards to 
our staff in the time she has 
been at our community than 
the average person writes in 
a lifetime,” said Nancy Har-
rison, Executive Director of 
The Watermark at Rosewood 
Gardens.

Born in Kansas, Mary 
spent her childhood in Mis-
souri until her father made 
his way to California for 
work and experienced his 
own Grapes of Wrath story. 
Her mother and four sisters 
later drove across the country 
to reunite with him.  Eventu-
ally, Mary and two of her 

Las  Posi tas  Col lege 
(LPC) English professor 
Catherine M. Eagan, PhD, 
has been awarded a Fulbright 
U.S. Scholar grant to teach 
American Studies in Croatia 
for the Spring 2017 semester.

The Fulbright Program 
was established in 1946 to 
foster intercultural exchange 
and greater understanding 
between peoples all over 
the world. The Fulbright 
Scholar Teaching Program 
offers more than 500 teach-
ing, research or combination 
teaching/research awards in 
more than 125 countries.

 "Both the college and the 
Chabot-Las Positas Com-
munity College District are 
very proud of Dr. Eagan's 
designation as a Fulbright 
scholar. She represents a re-
markable slate of talent in the 
LPC faculty who are making 
a tremendous impact on our 
students," noted LPC Presi-
dent Barry Russell, PhD.

Eagan will teach, advise, 
lecture and develop cur-
riculum at the University of 
Zagreb to expand student 

Steven Hatch has accepted an assignment to serve 
as the new bishop of the Livermore First Ward of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. A ward is a 
congregation of roughly 500 people, led by a lay minister 
called a bishop. The Livermore First Ward leadership was 
reorganized on October 30, 2016. Outgoing bishop, Nolan 
Cheney, served for five years in the position. Pictured 
are bishop Steve Hatch, center, with his two counselors 
(assistants), Kevin Kohn, left, and David Disbrow, right. 

Open Heart Kitchen and 
Fertile Groundworks were 
both recognized by the Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified 
School District (LVJUSD) 
Board of Education at its 
meeting on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 15, 2016.  “Open Heart 
Kitchen and Fertile Ground-
works partner with our dis-
trict, and indeed the entire 
community, through their 
work in feeding many of our 
students and families,” said 
Philomena Rambo, LVJUSD 
Director of Programs and 
Partnerships.

sisters ran an international 
shipping company. Mary also 
worked as a bookkeeper and 
has always been very politi-
cally active.

According to Mary’s son, 
Bruce Nielsen, Mary lived on 
her own in the house her hus-
band built in Oakland Hills 
until the age of 99, when she 
moved to The Watermark at 
Rosewood Gardens, where 
she and her neighbors thrive 

enjoying community meals, 
mind and body fitness class-
es, clubs and fun excursions.

Located at 35 Fenton 
Street in Livermore Cali-
fornia, The Watermark at 
Rosewood Gardens is an 
82-residence assisted living 
and memory care commu-
nity. For more information, 
visit www.watermarkcom-
munities.com.

Open Heart  Kitchen 
has delivered to Livermore 
schools since 2003. Through 
their weekend box lunch 
program, many students 
receive nutritious lunches 
that they might not otherwise 
get during that time. Fertile 
GroundWorks, whose main 
garden is on land provided 
by Asbury United Method-
ist Church, donates food not 
only to Open Heart Kitch-
en and other food pantries, 
but also delivers weekly to 
two Livermore elementary 
schools.  In addition, Fertile 

Groundworks helps twelve 
school sites in Livermore 
with their school gardens.

Both groups sent repre-
sentatives to the meeting 
Tuesday as the LVJUSD 
Trustees and Superintendent 
Kelly Bowers, extended their 
thanks. 

District employees col-
lected food items, which 
were then donated to Open 
Heart Kitchen. “Especially 
at this time of year, we are 
grateful for both of these 
organizations and for their 
ongoing support,” Rambo 
concluded.

Professor Catherine M. 
Eagan will teach American 
Studies in Croatia next 
s p r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 
Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
Program

and faculty understanding of 
how perceptions of racial dif-
ference shape personal and 
cultural identity formation 
across national borders and 
continental divides. She will 
also teach an undergraduate 
American literature course 
that will explore how differ-
ent cultures meet, interact, 

and adapt in American litera-
ture and society, and a gradu-
ate course on the formation 
of white racial identity in 
19th-century Europe and 
America.

Prior to her departure 
for Zagreb, Eagan plans to 
spend her sabbatical work-
ing on global perspectives 
in the LPC curriculum and 
the prospective development 
of a global studies or other 
inter-culturally focused cer-
tificate or associate degree at 
the college. 

Eagan, a tenured instruc-
tor at LPC, is also a scholar 
who researches the racial 
formation of identity in the 
United States and Europe, 
particularly Ireland. She is 
a co-advisor to the Peace 
and Social Justice club and 
led students and community 
members on an educational 
trip to Ireland this past June.

 

Grant Salk of Livermore 
attending the Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology men's cross 
country team earned 2016 Lib-
erty League Fall All-Academic 
Team honors. To be recognized 
as a member of the All-Academic 
team, a student-athlete must be 
a sophomore or higher in class 
standing with a cumulative grade 
point average of at least 3.30. 

Sarah Coblentz of Pleasan-
ton, was recently initiated into 
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the nation's oldest and most 
selective collegiate honor society 
for all academic disciplines. Co-
blentz was initiated at University 
of Kentucky.

Coblentz is among approxi-
mately 30,000 students, faculty, 
professional staff and alumni to 
be initiated into Phi Kappa Phi 
each year. Membership is by in-
vitation and requires nomination 
and approval by a chapter. Only 
the top 10 percent of seniors and 
7.5 percent of juniors, having 
at least 72 semester hours, are 
eligible for membership. Gradu-
ate students in the top 10 percent 
of the number of candidates 
for graduate degrees may also 
qualify, as do faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni who have 
achieved scholarly distinction.
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